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Team India will not play
in Pakistan, BCCI tells ICC

The decision on Champions Trophy comes despite Pak. offering special security arrangements,

and choice of venue; India favours having its matches outside Pakistan under a hybrid model

PCS

GS Paper ll: India-Pakistan Relations

Suhasini Haidar
Amol Karhadkar
NEW DELHI/MUMBAI

ays ahead of a visit
D by the Internation-
al Cricket Coun-

cil’s (ICC) security team to
Pakistan, to study the sit-
uation for the Champion’s
Trophy next year, the
Board of Control for Crick-
et in India (BCCI) has offi-
cially communicated that it
will not send the Indian
team to Pakistan for the
tournament.

The decision comes des-
pite attempts by the Pakis-
tan Cricket Board (PCB),
including during the re-
cent visit of External Af-
fairs Minister S. Jaishankar
to Islamabad, to convince
the government to change
its mind, offering special
security arrangements.

The PCB was also pre-
pared to assure the BCCI of
its choice of venue for all
matches played by the In-
dian team, which would
have security concerns to
play in Pakistan, given the
tensions between the two
countries and the absence
of normal ties.

Red flagged

In the run-up to the tournament, India prepares
to find an alternative solution to the

Pakistan challenge

m Pakistan to host
ICC Champions
Trophy in February-

m BCC| meets, writes to
ICC for hybrid matches
in UAE instead
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March 2025

m |CC security team is
set to visit Pakistan
next week

In 2019, angered by In-
dia’s decision to revoke the
special status of Jammu
and Kashmir, Pakistan had
snapped trade and travel
ties, and High Commis-
sioners in both countries
were expelled.

“We have officially in-
formed the ICC about our
inability to participate in
games in Pakistan. We
have made our stance clear
that we will prefer a hybrid
model, with the tourna-
ment split in two coun-
tries,” a BCCI insider told
The Hindu. “We were asked
to clear our stand and we
have done it, in consulta-
tion with the [Central]
government.”

A hybrid model, which

m BCCI Secretary Jay
Shah to take over as
ICC chiefon
December 1

had been followed for oth-
er series in the past, would
mean India’s group en-
gagements and the tourna-
ment final due to be held in
February-March 2025
would be organised in the
UAE, a proposal that could
see stiff opposition from
Pakistan, sources said.

On Friday, Pakistan’s
Home Minister and PCB
chief Syed Mohsin Naqvi
dismissed Indian media re-
ports that the BCCI had
written to them. No coun-
try had discussed the “hy-
brid model” with them nor
was Pakistan “willing to
talk about it”, he said.

“We have been showing
good gestures for the last
few years and no one

Team India will not play in Pakistan, BCCl tells ICC
A sfear gifreare & a8 @i, il g o s Y aqrn

e The decision on Champions Trophy comes despite Pakistan offering special security arrangements and choice of venue;
India favours having its matches outside Pakistan under a hybrid model.

ARIw ity 9T I el MiFEATT carT A GRam oty 3R Tl T 1 G & dasjg AT §; HRA U grsias
ASd & dgd 379 AT qIfREdT & S8 IWAT I8 o

e Days ahead of a visit by the International Cricket Council’s (ICC) security team to Pakistan, to study the situation for the
Champion’s Trophy next year, the Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) has officially communicated that it will
not send the Indian team to Pakistan for the tournament.

RIS fFhe aRwe (ICC) #r g a7 & e ek ¥ Fo o gga, 3eTer a¥ A=W eidr & [Fufa 1 sreaes
FT & T, ARAT forde el A1 (BCCI) o 3nfaaRa daR wgRia far § i ag 59 e & fov srdr &7 &t

qifehEdTeT 8T SS9

should expect us to do it all
the time,” Mr. Naqvi said,
speaking to journalists at
Lahore’s Gaddafi stadium.
The Shahbaz Sharif go-
vernment would take the
final decision on how to
proceed if such a proposal
was given, he added.

The Ministry of External
Affairs had denied that Mr.
Jaishankar had any “con-
versation” about resuming
cricketing ties in Pakistan
when he met Mr. Nagvi at a
dinner during his visit to Is-
lamabad for the SCO Heads
of Government Meeting on
October 15-16. However, at
least two officials con-
firmed that the PCB had
presented Pakistan’s case
for India to travel with the
Indian delegation there.

According to the sourc-
es, Pakistan was prepared
to let the Indian team
spend only as much time in
Pakistan as was required
for the matches or prac-
tice, and would facilitate
the team’s return to India
by air or by road over the
border to Amritsar.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 6

e The decision comes despite attempts by the Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB), including during the recent visit of External
Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar to Islamabad, to convince the government to change its mind, offering special security

arrangements.

I [Ty wifdears frae &S (PCB) & STl & STagie 3T g, forae fader 7+ ww. ST 1 sEamemEng 1 giioran

T & NI AIHR AT Fellel & G 3R faerw geam gay i qerener oft enfaer o
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e The PCB was also prepared to assure the BCCI of its choice of venue for all matches played by the Indian team, which
would have security concerns to play in Pakistan, given the tensions between the two countries and the absence of
normal ties.

PCB & I§ 3MeATdeT &1 &l oy off a7 o of o iRl & o gt A 38 Tyl W @ S0, foresd gam & e g,
Fif alaAl g & o qerre 3 WA eyt A FAr g

e In 2019, angered by India’s decision to revoke the special status of Jammu and Kashmir, Pakistan had snapped trade
and travel ties, and High Commissioners in both countries were expelled.

2019 #, XA NI AFH-FAR &1 AT gaff aad ot & Hael & ARG g, Tifreare o SR 3R I geu dis e 2,
3R =t geit 7 3TagEFdl & s Y fear I

o “We have officially informed the ICC about our inability to participate in games in Pakistan. We have made our stance
clear that we will prefer a hybrid model, with the tournament split in two countries,” a BCCI insider told The Hindu.

‘FH 3NTRAAIRE §9 8 s 1 R ax fGar § & g nireas & @t & amr O & At §1 g 3m0er v
s Y e § 6 gH U gt Aise wde 9, fored otde et qat # fasnfara frar sirven,” dfiehsng & v w@
o g g Tan

¢ “We were asked to clear our stand and we have done it, in consultation with the [Central] government.”

“GH 31U TG TISE ol & T gl a7 AT 3R A I8 [Fg PR] & T WAT & mar g1

Hybrid Model Proposal for Champions Trophy
AT e & fav gefas Aea wwaw

e A hybrid model, which had been followed for other series in the past, would mean India’s group engagements and the
tournament final, due to be held in February-March 2025, would be organized in the UAE, a proposal that could see stiff
opposition from Pakistan, sources said.

Ueh FT31az #Hise, S Ugel 3T AW & ToIU HUAT a7 AT, & 6l HRT & JT AT IR Frgaaer A7, S pear-Are

2025 # lel aTelT §, I JUFH TSI foham SITUam, AT Yodra 6T I § it 9rf@edred & 37 Hrafa sl AHeA T Hevell

g, Al o el

e On Friday, Pakistan’s Home Minister and PCB chief Syed Mohsin Naqvi dismissed Indian media reports that the BCCI
had written to them. No country had discussed the “hybrid model” with them nor was Pakistan “willing to talk about it,” he
said.

YFAR DN, Qe & Jg AN AR deat 7@ d9g FgeT awdta sRAT FAfsar Ruefar @its & & deiaianrg=
3¢ 99 Tor@r UT| 3egia et o R o 31 " g7EfAT Hiser U T SET i Of 3R 7 & gfvarTsas IR & ard
T F for IR B

e “We have been showing good gestures for the last few years and no one should expect us to do it all the time,” Mr. Naqvi
said, speaking to journalists at Lahore’s Gaddafi stadium.

wmﬁmimmﬁmﬁﬁmmyw,“ﬁm@ﬁﬁmgan%ﬁ@ﬁ%mﬁ»—m
F 3FHIC AT T ART fF g §RAT VAT HLA |

e The Shahbaz Sharif government would take the final decision on how to proceed if such a proposal was given, he added.
38l FeT & UgarT oi% VPR ST YR & YEdd W Hfa#w [Fofaaeh & 3mr & ger S|

e The Ministry of External Affairs had denied that Mr. Jaishankar had any “conversation” about resuming cricketing ties in
Pakistan when he met Mr. Naqvi at a dinner during his visit to Islamabad for the SCO Heads of Government Meeting on
October 15-16.

fader AT AF Wl T T At FTaeraw s qifdearT # e daeul #F g IHTH IR H g "SI A T«
378l 15-16 HFLaY ! F¥elIATaIG H CHEIH 7@ I do7 6 AR 4 daad Q) ARHTH Herehd T A

e However, at least two officials confirmed that the PCB had presented Pakistan’s case for India to travel with the Indian
delegation there.

gielifeh, A & HH gt FAFIRIIA GiSc 6 & Peidta IRT F1 GRTH & [T GIfarediT FT Ga7 SRAT Flafadaser &
qry I@r ATl
e According to the sources, Pakistan was prepared to let the Indian team spend only as much time in Pakistan as was

required for the matches or practice and would facilitate the team’s return to India by air or by road over the border to
Amritsar.

A ITER, gIfEedrer AR A1 6 JRAT Sorhaet Hal I J3qrrs [0 3Maeds AT § gifearT # f[are ik &a
&1 T IRT H g3 A IT HFHAAT FAT F F3F A GARTYARAS S ST
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Ransomware attack

GS Paper llI: Internal
Security
NEW DELHI

A crucial defence unit was
affected by a ransomware
attack in 2023, according
to the 2023-24 annual re-
port of the Department of
Personnel Training
(DoPT). In such an attack,
access to a computer is
blocked through malware
until a ransom is paid.

The report, published
last week, mentions that in
2023, the Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI) inves-
tigated complex cyber
crimes with national secur-
ity implications. These in-
cluded “a ransomware at-
tack on a crucial defence
unit, a data breach impact-
ing millions of Indian us-
ers, a malware attack in a
Ministry, and a massive
DDoS attack on critical in-
frastructure and airports
in India”. DDoS stands for
distributed denial-of-ser-
vice, a malicious attempt
to disrupt internet traffic.

The report does not
specify the location of the
critical defence unit that
was hit by ransomware. In-
dia had hosted the G-20
conference the same year.

Cybercrime surge
In October 2023, American
cybersecurity and intelli-
gence agency Resecurity
had issued an alert that the
Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) had suf-
fered a data leak of Aad-
haar and passport informa-
tion of 81 crore Indians,
along with names, phone
numbers, and addresses.
R

hit crucial defence
unit last vear: DoPT

RANSOMUARE

CERT-In’s 2023 reports says
15,92,917 security incidents
were reported last year.

According to the 2023
report of the Indian Com-
puter Emergency Res-
ponse Team (CERT-In), as
many as 15,92,917 security
incidents were reported
last year, a massive jump
from 53,117 incidents re-
ported in 2017. These inci-
dents included website in-
trusion and malware
propagation,  malicious
codes, phishing, DDoS at-
tacks, website deface-
ments, unauthorised net-
work scanning activities,
ransomware attacks, and
data breaches. CERT-In
said remedial measures for
handling such incidents
were suggested and imple-
mented in coordination
with relevant stakeholders.

The DoPT report said
the CBI had collaborated
with international counter-
parts such as the Federal
Bureau of Investigation
(FBI), Royal Canadian
Mounted Police (RCMP),
and Singapore police, to
dismantle call centre fraud
networks in India.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 6

Ransomware attack hit crucial defence unit last
year: DoPT

oo e WFEAIIR gA7d o Agcaqur 8T FHE A
gHTiad fHaT 41 DoPT

Ransomware Attack on Defence Unit in 2023

2023 # 8T $1§ W {FAIIT gHall

o A crucial defence unit was affected by a ransomware attack in 2023, according
to the 2023-24 annual report of the Department of Personnel Training (DoPT).

FIfAF gfAETor fAsmT (DoPT) %1 2023-24 A a1f¥e RUE & 37ER, 2023 F T
HEcaqUT T FH1$ T@HAAIR gHel T FHITad g5l

. In such an attack, access to a computer is blocked through malware until a
ransom is paid.

ﬁﬁmﬁﬁ,ﬂaﬂ%aﬁc@m@aﬁmﬁmwﬁmm%m
e T Xq# 7 $aTcTel et T ST
. The report, published last week, mentions that in 2023, the Central Bureau of

Investigation (CBI) investigated complex cyber crimes with national security
implications.

el Aedrg FelfAd RUE 7 @her arm § T 2023 A FAT ST U (CBI) o AT
&I T TG STolel dlel STieel WIgaR IO hr Sirer i

. These included “a ransomware attack on a crucial defence unit, a data breach

impacting millions of Indian users, a malware attack in a Ministry, and a massive
DDoS attack on critical infrastructure and airports in India.”

SeTH Ueh Hgcaqul T8 $&1$ W {WAIAT §HAT, A1ET HRAT ITARTFATHAT W T3
STefal arell 3T @R, Ueh HArery H AawR gava, 3R R 7 Ageaqor giaamdr e ik
§91$ 3733 W U faerel DDoS gHeT anfier |

o DDoS stands for distributed denial-of-service, a malicious attempt to disrupt
internet traffic.

DDoS &1 ¥ g Bf¥eeges Barra-site-ufdw, S seweie efvew 1 aiftig @& &1 &
geaeToT ST ¢

. The report does not specify the location of the critical defence unit that was hit
by ransomware.

Rale 7 Yaadaw @ gHIfad Agcaqul 6T $H1E & TUT H1 3eoi@ gl hdT a7 gl
. India had hosted the G-20 conference the same year.

3T 9§ AR 7 G-20 GFEAET hT Aoarar T o)

Cybercrime Surge

g WY & gefer

o In October 2023, American cybersecurity and intelligence agency

Resecurity had issued an alert that the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) had suffered a data leak of Aadhaar
and passport information of 81 crore Indians, along with names, phone numbers, and addresses.

gAY 2023 A, IARFT A guaT IR givar ol R/FARA A 3 3o T T o sl Rifvcar s

IRYE (ICMR) &I 81 FUS AR T TR 3R qAAE ATARRY & AT ATH, Bl JaX, IR I T 3T ofreR g3

e According to the 2023 report of the Indian Computer Emergency Response Team (CERT-In), as many as 15,92,917
security incidents were reported last year, a massive jump from 53,117 incidents reported in 2017.

AR Fegex TaTd gfafar &7 (CERT-In) &1 2023 #r RAE & 370R, ool a¥ 15,92,917 FI&T G ot &I 18, S
2017 # &of 53,117 Ue=n3t ¥ 931 I ¢

e These incidents included website intrusion and malware propagation, malicious codes, phishing, DDoS attacks,
website defacements, unauthorized network scanning activities, ransomware attacks, and data breaches.

5o T3 # dqwse gads AR Avdw yOR, gHTEaTqet #is, R, DDos g, daumse RFfa, swftga Acad AT
afafafeat, femaw s, 3t ger ol anfaa o)

e CERT-In said remedial measures for handling such incidents were suggested and implemented in coordination with
relevant stakeholders.

CERT-In & &gl foh W Geai3i & FAT & fov yearfdd qURIcAs 39T Jafd RaurRs & a0 ad7=ag & o f&e

T

e The DoPT report said the CBI had collaborated with international counterparts such as the Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI), Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP), and Singapore police, to dismantle call centre fraud networks in India.
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DoPT REXE & et a1 § 7 CBI &1 ¥y Sirar s (FBI), Waer FaAf3aer aArdes gfaw (RCMP), 3k Riamg gfer sl
AR ToifAat & AT HRT & Pl AT D@D Acash B FHACT A & [T TgIer fmar|

Ahead of COP-29, India to emphasise
Paris deal red lines on climate finance

IGS Paper IlI: Environment |

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

With the 29th edition of
the Conference of Parties
expected to commence in
Baku, India is expected to
stick to its stance of getting
developed countries to in-
crease climate finance — a
broad term for money for
adapting to the impacts of
climate change — but with-
out deviating from the
principles agreed to in the
Paris Agreement text.

In COP-15 at Copenha-
gen, countries agreed on a
climate finance target whe-
reby developed countries

M

lu!.v'l! '

nlmhh ISR A M TLIEY Prao
Money matters: India is likely to stlck to its stance of getting
developed countries to increase climate finance. GETTY IMAGES

would collectively mobilise

$100 billion per year by

2020 to meet the needs of

developing countries. Ho-

wever, there was never
R Y

clarity on how climate fi-
nance would be defined.
Countries differed on
whether conventional bu-
siness investments in clean

energy projects ought to be
counted as climate finance
or if these sums would be
over and above money that
was anyway being chan-
nelled to economic deve-
lopment. In 2022, the Or-
ganisation for Economic
Cooperation and Develop-
ment (OECD) claimed that
the target of $100 billion
had been achieved.

In the COP of 2021,
countries decided that
more money would be re-
quired to keep the Paris
goals feasible.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 6

Ahead of COP-29,
India to emphasise
Paris deal red
lines on climate
finance

COP-29 & Tgel
HRd STeary fad
W AR gASIT @
dTel @3 9 IR
&I

29th Edition of the Conference
of Parties (COP) in Baku

aF A 9ifeat F gFEAT (COP)
FT 29a7 FETHIOT

e With the 29th edition of the Conference of Parties expected to commence in Baku, India is expected to stick to its stance
of getting developed countries to increase climate finance—a broad term for money for adapting to the impacts of climate

change—nbut without deviating from the principles agreed to in the Paris Agreement text.

a1 A qIfEAt F FEAST (COP) oh 29d FEHIT & Y Blol & 3G & ATY, AR & A ST & Feary o do=
el AT O A ol AT FHEAT §— S STerarg IRacdd & THIGT & Iefeherel o [T U & eh1ah Ase N el

AT g— oifehet R\ Fwsla & Ryl @ afad gU fae|
e In COP-15 at Copenhagen, countries agreed on a climate finance target whereby developed countries would collectively
mobilise $100 billion per year by 2020 to meet the needs of developing countries.

FIYARIA H COP-15 % ERIeT, &Rif o Ueh Srerary faer a7 W HegAld ook &1, fohash ded faspfld o 2020 a& gfer af

$100 3T &I Tehfad el drfeh faspraefter it 1 ST oY X v ST &b
¢ However, there was never clarity on how climate finance would be defined.

glefifeh, Tg el Fuse g1 o7 fob Srerarg s @ aReiNa fmar e

e Countries differed on whether conventional business investments in clean energy projects ought to be counted as climate
finance or if these sums would be over and above money that was anyway being channelled to economic development.

g 7 3§ W AdHE AT T FA1 Faes FaT IRAISENHT 7 GRIRE SR Ader F seay fFw F & 7 Fer e o

g1 g U fde A& o ggor § & 3afed 9 & 3faRad gl digy|

e In 2022, the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) claimed that the target of $100 billion
had been achieved.

2022 #, 3nf® wgAer 3 RAF TIST (OECD) o grar fhar 6 $100 3R & &I & IIed Y fordm Ir=r &

e Inthe COP of 2021, countries decided that more money would be required to keep the Paris goals feasible.

2021 % COP &, &2t & Ay foram 6 IRT o&a) 1 IR 10 3@ & v 3R 310 ot i 3maegsar gl
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IIT Delhi’s annual
Open House shows
AT’s potential use
in health care, tech

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Director of Indian In-
stitute of Technology, Del-
hi, Rangan Banerjee, on
Saturday said the institute,
which had begun with a fo-
cus on science and engi-
neering research only, is
now involved in innova-
tions in the health care and
social sciences sectors as
well. Mr. Banerjee was
speaking at the annual
Open House of the insti-
tute, where 250 innovative
research projects were on
display to engage young
audiences, who could have
a look at the facilities on
offer at the institute.

Around 4,000 students
from 58 schools and colleg-
es across the Delhi-NCR re-
gion, along with their
teachers and members of
the general public, visited
the campus to see how the
institute was contributing
to nation-building, the un-
iversity said.

On display were pro-
jects by students of the in-
stitute that showcased in-
novation in areas such as

A student demonstrates the uses of an Al-powered project on
display at the Open House. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Al in health care, quantum
technology, and semicon-
ductor advancements.

The projects included
an Al-based innovation for
detecting gallbladder can-
cer from ultrasound imag-
es, which aimed to save
lives through an early, non-
invasive diagnosis; a smart
walking stick enhancing
mobility for the elderly,
and a Portable Microscopic
Air Quality Monitoring and
Bioaerosol Imaging System
for real-time environmen-
tal monitoring.

“We are collaborating
with ATIMS to start a centre
of excellence for Al in
health care. Our goal is to
shape the future genera-
tions that will transform
the country and the world.
We want to make an im-
pact through our re-
search,” Mr. Banerjee said.

Chief guest Randeep
Guleria, former Director of
AIIMS New Delhi, inaugu-
rated the Open House. “In
the future, engineering,
computation, mathemat-
ics, humanities, and medi-
cine will merge into one
big area,” Mr. Guleria said.
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lIT Delhi’s annual Open House shows Al’s potential
use in health care, tech

SIS ool & arffier YT 39 A TARLT ¥,
dediler | TS & FATRAT YA Y AT AT

Innovations at Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi Open House

R vigAifodr gy, Redt & @Rt &1 e =g

. The Director of Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi, Rangan Banerjee, on
Saturday said the institute, which had begun with a focus on science and engineering
research only, is now involved in innovations in the health care and social sciences
sectors as well.

A e wFae, el & g Wier aesit o afear &7 Far 6 Teae, foae
YB3 H shael e R geifraRer oy T eae Sigd fhar ur, 39 FareeT S
IR wEfoE e 837 7 i JaER J Foed g

. Mr. Banerjee was speaking at the annual Open House of the institute, where 250

innovative research projects were on display to engage young audiences, who could have a
look at the facilities on offer at the institute.

At Fetsit AT & IF 3T g3 H Aol |V, F8T 250 A=Y AT TRASTAH T JeTeT
foham T oifeh gar ool o FEATH H 3T ALt HT 3T g Fehl
. Around 4,000 students from 58 schools and colleges across the Delhi-NCR region,

along with their teachers and members of the general public, visited the campus to see how
the institute was contributing to nation-building, the university said.

faeataearerd & 3TaR, Ree-Tadiam &7 & 58 THal R Flael ¥ AT ST 4,000 BT,
3o ReTd 3R A Sadr & HETT TEUH FH GRT el AT difeh Tg &1 T T [
TEATH Trse-fAaATor F $@ Qerer & @ B

. On display were projects by students of the institute that showcased innovation in areas
such as Al in health care, quantum technology, and semiconductor advancements.

TEITT & Ol GaRT T NoFed JGR1d fhU 1T ST TRy @HTT # Al, FaiCH aFsii,
AR srtiarers yorfa S &1AT & FAaER & JEGRid & g

. The projects included an Al-based innovation for detecting gallbladder cancer from
ultrasound images, which aimed to save lives through an early, non-invasive diagnosis; a
smart walking stick enhancing mobility for the elderly, and a Portable Microscopic Air
Quality Monitoring and Bioaerosol Imaging System for real-time environmental
monitoring.

JIoidcd # o3 Sfadl O e & FETHT Id1 @ & v Al-3maRd dAdqER enfae
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ATRerdT Jelet aTel Ueh FATE aifeher Rewr, 3N areafas w7 qafawor R & foe v
T ABHFRERITNF TN Faifadl AfeRer 3R s safser e arfda o

. “We are collaborating with AIIMS to start a centre of excellence for Al in health care.

Our goal is to shape the future generations that will transform the country and the world. We want to make an impact
through our research,” Mr. Banerjee said.
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e Chief guest Randeep Guleria, former Director of AIIMS New Delhi, inaugurated the Open House. “In the future,
engineering, computation, mathematics, humanities, and medicine will merge into one big area,” Mr. Guleria said.
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Darul Uloom Deoband lifts ban on entry of women

Darul Uloom Deoband lifts

ban on entry of women

The ban on the entry of women in Darul Uloom,
an Islamic seminary at Saharanpur’s Deoband,

Lifting of Ban on Women's Entry in Darul Uloom, Deoband

has been lifted. They will now be able to enter

the campus, subject to some rules, the institution .
said. Women will have to wear hijab and be
accompanied by a family member to enter the
campus, according to the rules that came into
effect on Friday. The management of the
institution, which earlier this year banned the .
entry of women over complaints of “reels” being
shot inside the campus, said videography would
be prohibited and visitors would have to deposit
their phones at the gate before entering. en

areel 3qH, agae A Afgemt F gy w wfaeer gerr v

The ban on the entry of women in Darul Uloom, an Islamic seminary at
Saharanpur’s Deoband, has been lifted.

HERAG & ATdc & STl HETHT aToel 3o & Afgenait & vy 9v gfeaer 1 ger R
T

They will now be able to enter the campus, subject to some rules, the institution said.
HEUI o el [ 39 9 5o Al & 3 SFraw & gaear w2 gl

e Women will have to wear hijab and be accompanied by a family member to enter the
campus, according to the rules that came into effect on Friday.

GIEel 3o[H qadq A A3 & gAw 9T yfd«er germ

YHAR O o1 fagait & 3egar, AfRen3it @1 fema ggatean glon 3N 3¢ IRER & werw &

1T HFqF H v HIT g

The management of the institution, which earlier this year banned the entry of women over complaints of “reels” being shot
inside the campus, said videography would be prohibited.

$H FIel T B3I H HFod o e "Hew Faw J1a T Rshrgadt R Afgensit F gaer © gfday somer ared deu= &
gt o gl [ dfAramdr AR geh|
Visitors would have to deposit their phones at the gate before entering.
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Growing concerns over commercialisation, overtourism amid paragliding boom in Bir

[PCs

SPOTLIGHT

Ashna Butani

Standing atop an unfin-
ished building at Bir-Bill-
ing’s landing site in Hima-
chal Pradesh’s Kangra
district, hundreds of spec-
tators gaze at the skies
studded with paragliders.
Biyasa Devi, 59, who
lives nearby, recalls the
time the adventure sport
was taking root in Bir, now
known as India’s ‘Paraglid-
ing capital’, which hosted
the Asian edition of the
2024 Paragliding World
Cup from November 2 to 9.
The event was supported
by the Paragliding World
Cup Association and the
Himachal Pradesh Tourism
Department. “About 10-15
years ago, we would see
around 10-15 people flying.
Now, hundreds fly every
day,” she says, as she
watches at least 50 partici-
pants in the world cup land
swiftly on the maidan,
which was once farmland.
Devi’s son is now a pilot,
a professional paraglider
who takes tourists on tan-
dem rides. “Pehle humein
darr lagta tha upar dekh
ke; lekin iske wajah se be-
rozgari kam ho gayi hai
(Earlier, I used to be scared
to even look at paragliders
in the sky, but it’s because
of this that unemployment
has reduced),” she says. Ev-
ery family has at least one

person employed in the
paragliding ecosystem.
Over the past 15-20
years, Bir has turned into a
hotspot for paragliders in
India. There are 8,000 to
10,000 tourists in the vil-
lage every day, with
around 400 hotels catering
to them, and around 300
cafes dotting the streets,
according to data from the
Billing Paragliding Associa-
tion (BPA), a group pro-
moting the sport in India.
Bir's economy has
grown over the years; so
has the number of acci-
dents. Days before the
world cup, two paraglid-
ers, from the Czech Repu-
blic and Belgium, died af-
ter they collided into each
other. Suresh Thakur, a pi-
lot and founding member
of BPA, says one of the rea-
sons for the collision was a
change in ‘thermal’, a co-
lumn of warm air that glid-
ers ‘ride’ to stay in the air.
Over the past three
years, there have been at
least 12 deaths related to
paragliding, as per media
reports. Despite being a
sport with some risk, there
are about 1,400 tourists
taking tandem flights every
day, estimates the BPA. A
government official says
there were around one
lakh fliers last year, with a
couple of deaths. “Acci-
dents occur mostly among
free fliers (flying solo) and
not tandem paragliders,”
the official says. To fly, ad-

The Asian edition of the 2024 Paragliding World Cup in Bir witnessed the participation of 94 pilots from
26 countries; (right) Alisha Katoch, from Bir, is a pilot who aspires to turn professional. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

venturers reach the top of
a take-off spot in Billing,
climb into a harness with a
pilot, and run off a moun-
tainside to take flight.

Bir's paragliding boom
coincided with 21-year-old
Alisha Katoch’s birth and
has defined her life. Living
with her grandparents two
minutes from the landing
site, she began dreaming of
flying on her own. She is
the first woman pilot to re-
present India in (landing)
Accuracy — one of the sub-
categories of paragliding —
at an international event in
Kazakhstan this year. She
is now being mentored
free of cost at a training
academy in Maharashtra.
She comes back to Bir to
practise in a familiar zone.

“When I first wanted to
fly, everyone said it is not
for girls. My first flight was
with a local tandem pilot.
could not get enough. I
started closely observing
those flying around me,”
she says. Many like her say
it took a while to convince
their families to ‘allow’
them to learn the sport. Ka-
toch did not participate in
the world cup as she
couldn’t afford the entry
fee of ¥25,000.

Even as excitement fills
the BPA headquarters lo-
cated around a kilometre
from the landing site, Anu-
rag Sharma, the associa-
tion’s president, says there
is heavy focus on rescue
and retrieval. At least 50
ambulances are deployed

across Bir, and two heli-
copters are on standby, he
says. The deaths have not
dented the enthusiasm.

Taking off
Each of the 94 pilots who
participated in the world
cup had a GPS tracker
bound to a knee in case of
an emergency. However, if
a participant got stranded,
it would take up to a day or
two for the local adminis-
tration to get in touch with
their insurance company
to deploy a helicopter.
Atop a hill, 18 km from
the landing site, partici-
pants from 26 countries
geared up for the challenge
of the day at the take-off
point. They ran towards
the edge of the hill, picked

up momentum, and took
off one by one. Yun Lin, a
participant from the U.S.,
completed the task in
around three hours. The
least time was taken by a
participant who complet-
ed the 68-km stretch in two
hours and seven minutes.
The vast open valley
and thermal are among the
major factors that make Bir
the ideal paragliding spot,
says Sharma. Hang gliding,
which involves flying a
lightweight unpowered air-
craft, began in 1984 in Bir.
Paragliding was intro-
duced by a paraglider from
New Zealand in 1994. Since
then, paragliders frequent
Bir in two seasons: April to
June, and October to No-
vember. In 2015, after Bir
hosted its first Paragliding
World Cup, it turned from
a small hill village into a
commercial hub for the
sport, recall residents.
Sonam Togpa, 75, re-
members a time Bir was
“like any other rural area
in India”, with most fami-
lies engaged in farming
and shepherding. “About
10 years ago, about an acre
belonging to different peo-

ple in the community was
sold to the government for
the landing site for about
21 lakh,” he says. The spot
with the unfinished build-
ing was once land on
which rice and wheat were
grown, he says.

Deepak Thakur, 31, who
works at a hotel and con-
ducts tandem rides for tou-
rists, says it can take up to
five years to get a licence.
“There are four levels of
certification; licences are
given by the Tourism De-
partment. We've to show
that we have done 100 solo
flights,” he says, adding
that guests are sometimes
suspicious about licensing.
Many come to Bir to “test
their limits”, leading to ac-
cidents, he says.

Preventing saturation
A tandem ride can cost
between 32,000 and
33,000, and pilots keep
around 1,000 per ride;
the rest is given to the com-
panies that own the equip-
ment and have trained the
pilots. In peak season,
there are four or five flights
a day. Almost every hotel
has a tie-up with a compa-
ny, and the company offic-
es are situated in the heart
of Bir, around the landing
site. The walls of the
streets have posters of va-
rious paragliding events,
even cycling competitions,
and art and music festivals.
According to BPA, there
are 380 registered pilots in

Bir. However, locals esti-
mate there are 800 pilots
giving rides. V.S. Dhiman,
Deputy Director of Tou-
rism, Kangra district, says,
“For free fliers, we accept
certification from interna-
tionally-recognised asso-
ciations. For tandem pi-
lots, we have formed a
technical committee to reg-
ulate licences.” He says all
paragliding schools or
companies that certify pe-
ople for tandem rides at
the moment have licences.

Dhiman says while the
economy is dependent on
it, there are measures to
keep the numbers in
check, such as deploying
marshals to oversee all tan-
dem activities. “We have to
acknowledge that it is a
high-risk sport, and acci-
dents can be avoided but
not ruled out,” he says.

But there is something
about Bir that brings para-
gliders back. For pilots
training to get licences,
longer distances are easier
here because the winds are
gentle and thermals aplen-
ty. For others, it is the “ov-
erall vibe” of the place, the
music, and the chai and
Maggi points near the sun-
ny take-off points. Katoch
comes back because “it is
my home and everyone
loves going back to their
villages, no matter how
commercial it becomes”.

LINK TO FULL STORY
» https://bit.ly/3UFQzrS

Growing concerns over commercialisation, overtourism amid paragliding
boom in Bir

IR #F RreaEfEr & .d gad F T caaarisor 3t afagded # a1

Paragliding Boom in Bir-Billing, Himachal Pradesh

AT e & fR-RfeT & ReasEr # 1 39r

Standing atop an unfinished building at Bir-Billing’s landing site in Kangra district, hundreds of spectators gaze at
the skies studded with paragliders.

FiarsT forer 7 dR-faferer & AfSer ame W sara W @3 AFst qofew REaEst @ Y 3mHAR F HeRd &
Biyasa Devi, 59, who lives nearby, recalls the time the adventure sport was taking root in Bir, now known as India’s
'Paragliding capital'.
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Bir hosted the Asian edition of the 2024 Paragliding World Cup from November 2 to 9, supported by the Paragliding
World Cup Association and the Himachal Pradesh Tourism Department.

A 2@ 9 AdeEX dd 2024 WReaEEr Reg 9 & vlag gEptor 3mAfaa Far, T ReasEr R s gg3ik
fermaer gder wies fasmer qarT gAY gred |

“About 10-15 years ago, we would see around 10-15 people flying. Now, hundreds fly every day,” she says, as she
watches at least 50 participants in the world cup land on the maidan, once farmland.

dg FEal ¢, ‘U 10-15 WA Igol §H 10-15 AT 384 W A 319, ¥ A A%l 339 & 511 & g aes 9 o097 of @
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Devi’s son is now a pilot, a professional paraglider who takes tourists on tandem rides.
&Y &1 2T 3T TH UAE &, Teh GAaR REaAsst S whed FI 83H UTTH W o 1T ¢

She says, “Earlier, | used to be scared to even look at paragliders in the sky, but unemployment has reduced because of
this.”

9 FEC &, “TE A HHA A REegsd F1 G@HT ST ST AT, Afched $0F HROT RS FA §ELI”
Every family has at least one person employed in the paragliding ecosystem.
N AR A &7 T 57 v IfFd ReasfFa aRPy™H a7 7§ FRaT ¢

Over the past 15-20 years, Bir has turned into a hotspot for paragliders in India, with 8,000 to 10,000 tourists in the
village every day, supported by around 400 hotels and 300 cafes.

S 15-20 auf &, IR R #F REaEsy & QAT glewuic 597 -7 ¢, & & 79 & 8,000 ¥ 10,000 e 31 &, foeTsh
forT 8T 400 gre 31X 300 H% &1

Bir's economy has grown over the years, but so has the number of accidents. Days before the world cup, two
paragliders from the Czech Republic and Belgium died in a collision.

dR & IrdegaryTant F 981 g, AT @y & qeeat it wEAr o 98 ¥ feg FU Y Fo O g, IF TR AR
AfeTaHq & o REaEsy it cFrr d AT 8 TS

Suresh Thakur, a pilot and founding member of BPA (Billing Paragliding Association), says one reason for the collision
was a change in ‘thermal’, a column of warm air that helps gliders stay in the air.

U 3E, grgere 3R didfre (fflar RreemsiEer vaffusse) & TEuTas: e, HT Fgall ¢ o TFR H Teh HROT g J
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In the last three years, there have been at least 12 deaths related to paragliding, as per media reports.
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Despite the risks, about 1,400 tourists take tandem flights every day, as per BPA estimates.

@R & STas[e, BPA & AT & 3[R, 8Y oot T 1,400 vdiesd dsH Farsed ad &

A government official states that there were around one lakh flyers last year, with a couple of deaths.

T WIER HASR FT FeaTl & 6 o T Fla v a@ Ford 3, 5047 3o Ald g A

Accidents mostly occur among free flyers (flying solo) and not tandem paragliders, the official adds.

IR e & T geeart &g &7 @ B Fard (3rFa 331 A are) F gieh 8, o oS3 Remgsd A

To fly, adventurers reach the take-off spot in Billing, get into a harness with a pilot, and run off a mountainside to take
flight.
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Bir’'s Paragliding Boom

iR &1 ReasEr g7

Bir's paragliding boom coincided with 21-year-old Alisha Katoch’s birth and has defined her life.
aﬁTasﬁ?ﬁﬂ@ﬂﬁgﬂﬂﬂhﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁﬁgﬂﬁ@ﬁmsﬁaﬂﬁmﬁw
Living with her grandparents two minutes from the landing site, she began dreaming of flying on her own.
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She is the first woman pilot to represent India in landing accuracy, a subcategory of paragliding, at an international event
in Kazakhstan this year.

I AT THFQA & 9T @ gfafAftcd w arel ygelt AfET urree € S 58 ¥ Fenferan # T QST HRimA
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She is nOV\7 being mentored free of cost at a training academy in Maharashtra.

a6 39 HERISE H U GIALTOT repieat 7 fovgless ARG ued &Y @ 2

She comes back to Bir to practice in a familiar zone.

ag IRTIT T H A A & v IR dlie 3 g

"When | first wanted to fly, everyone said it is not for girls. My first flight was with a local tandem pilot. | could not get enough,”
she says.

"STT He Tgell IR 33T A T 5TOT oidrs, af T & FEr R I8 JsfRal F T a8 1 A ugel 33 e Ty
ESH Ugee & Ty A1 H 3R 33 #AT AR M, 98 FEahr ol

Many like her say it took a while to convince their families to ‘allow’ them to learn the sport.
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Katoch did not participate in the world cup as she couldn’t afford the entry fee of ¥25,000.
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Focus on Rescue and Safety
Wed AR FIaT W AT

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS




PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Contact Number: 9971932488

e Atthe BPA headquarters near the landing site, Anurag Sharma, president of BPA, says there is heavy focus on rescue and

retrieval.
dfser drge & U T AEarord A, dINT & egeT RET AT FEd & fH Mg AR qEHifta W aAw e fear o @t
gl

e Atleast 50 ambulances are deployed across Bir, and two helicopters are on standby.

IR & H @ HH 50 AT odolid § AR T Fellicet IR W v gl

Safety Measures for World Cup
faeg #9 & faT gRam s

o Each of the 94 pilots in the world cup had a GPS tracker bound to a knee for emergencies.
faeg 9 ¥ 94 urgerel & uw Iad RRufa & fow geat o Fur Sidiew Eae o)
e If stranded, it could take a day or two for local authorities to arrange a helicopter through the insurance company.

uﬁﬁg@ﬁ,a’rFm?hwyﬁmﬁﬁaﬁaﬁmm;ﬁa;mmﬁgéﬁﬁmaﬁrmmﬁwmﬁﬁﬁwm
gl

Take-Off from the Hill
g ¥ H-3TH

o At a take-off point 18 km from the landing site, participants from 26 countries gear up.
dAffer wrse & 18 Rl & gt W Pud ¢-3iw fdg W, 26 G & wiawmeEl @R g1 §

e Yun Lin from the U.S. completed the task in around three hours, while the fastest time was two hours and seven minutes
for the 68-km stretch.

IARFTE I et o wremsrer ey & A & qu foram, STt 68 frelt 1 gt & forw wed o7 wAg @Y we 3k W fAee
|

The Ideal Paragliding Spot
e ReaEfRET T

e Bir's open valley and thermal make it an ideal spot for paragliding, says Sharma.
AAT & ITER, I B Gelr oY HR g 38 WeasfEar & fav e s e g
e Hang gliding began in 1984 in Bir, and paragliding was introduced by a New Zealand paraglider in 1994.
gor TorsfEar 1984 F IR A Y& g8, N WreansfEer 1 1994 # 7gafels & v WrEerEst o Y& fwa|
e Paragliding seasons are April tooJune and October to November.
ReemsfEer & Alew sl @ o 3R sragar ¥ AGEUTF i &
e Since hosting the first Paragliding World Cup in 2015, Bir has transformed from a small hill village into a commercial hub for
the sport.

2015 7 ygar REaEEer g 7 i AsErl & 9 F, I U B ¥ UgEy g W & fov te afofsas &g & e
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Bir's Transformation from Rural Landscape €Ik &7 am#ior gy & aRada

e Sonam Togpa, 75, recalls a time when Bir was "like any other rural area in India," with most families engaged in farming and
shepherding.
HIAH T, 75, I, 3 & od 8 AR & fohdl 3 maior &7 T oRE o1, S8l 3feeier aRar @t AR aerarers #

o A
e About 10 years ago, around an acre of community-owned land was sold to the government for the landing site for around
11 lakh.
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a7
e The area, once used for rice and wheat farming, now hosts the unfinished building.
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Licensing and Pilot Training Challenges

o Deepak Thakur, 31, works at a hotel and conducts tandem rides, stating that it can take up to five years to obtain a license.
I S1EY, 31, T giedl 7 F1H X ¢ 3R &7 33w U §, FEd § 6 ofw Wie aF & FHT o Gl § U
SSHd 9T sl H|

e There are four levels of certification required, and 100 solo flights are necessary to qualify for a license.

AT & T IR TR A g7 3R 100 vhe 331 AfAarT g

Tourism and Paragliding Economy

gdea 3 SeaEfEe srdeuaven

e Atandem ride costs between ¥2,000 and ¥3,000, with pilots earning around ¥1,000 per ride.
Teh ¢5H WSS AT Yodh 2,000 F 3,000 & & &, S qH urdelc 9icy USS S978991 11,000 AT ¢
e Most hotels have tie-ups with companies situated near the landing site in the heart of Bir.
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BPA estimates 380 registered pilots in Bir, while locals suggest there may be around 800 pilots conducting rides.
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Safety Measures and Challenges

& 39T 3R getfot

V.S. Dhiman, Deputy Director of Tourism, mentions a technical committee for regulating tandem pilot licenses and deploying
marshals for oversight.
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Bir's Unique Appeal for Pilots and Tourists

qrIerel 3T et F v fX &1 =T raHyor

o Pilots enjoy Bir's gentle winds and ample thermals, making it ideal for longer flights.

rIelel i €T T A ga1v 3R T3Teg gofed gdc g, oad &« 33 3maeT & Jar &

e For others, Bir's appeal lies in the “overall vibe,” music, and chai and Maggi spots near the sunny take-off points.
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Don't get carried away by the ‘fantastic
jargon’ of patriarchy, FM tells women

IGS Paper I: Society

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Exhorting women not to
be bogged down by any ob-
stacles, Union Finance Mi-
nister Nirmala Sitharaman
advised them not to be car-
ried away by “fantastic jar-
gon” like patriarchy.
Responding to a ques-
tion posed by a girl student
on obstacles patriarchy
creates, Ms. Sitharaman
said, at JAIN Deemed-to-
be-University in Bengaluru
on  Saturday, “Who

Nirmala Sitharaman. PTI

stopped Mrs. Indira Gand-
hi from becoming the
Prime Minister of this
country?... And before that
Aruna Asaf Ali, Sarojini
Naidu... Which patriarchy
stopped any of these peo-

ple? [ want to honestly ap-
peal to all the young
minds. Don’t get carried
away by these fantastic jar-
gon of patriarchy stopping
us... Otherwise, we women
would have gone to Mars
yesterday.”

Ms. Sitharaman further
said, “You will find women
have played their roles,
and only in India, many of
the Leftist jargon hold cur-
rency because we don’t
stand up, we don’t have
the time... Sometimes in-
tellectual engagement is

equally important because
narratives will have to be
countered with substantial
answers.”

Answering another
question, Ms. Sitharaman
said, “India’s approach to
spreading digital networks
was completely driven by
the government. This pu-
blic infrastructure gave be-
nefits to every user without
having to pay for it. So a
small business which want-
ed to grow beyond their
village, today they are ac-
cessing global markets.”

Don’t get carried away by the ‘fantastic jargon’ of patriarchy, FM tells

women

faa #ft A wfgamsdt @ we1, Nqear & aeeR aegemer & 7 ©

Union Finance Minister's Advice to Women AfgeT faa &3 Y A3t & ga@

o Exhorting women not to be bogged down by any obstacles, Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman advised them not
to be carried away by "fantastic jargon" like patriarchy.

Afgen3it 1 hEr o sTer § f0er F gl A Fellg ¢ gV, FA o #l feen daraAu A 39 fOqeEr S Sgelie
AsealTer” & el o gled sl Fellg &

e Responding to a question posed by a girl student on obstacles patriarchy creates, Ms. Sitharaman said, at JAIN Deemed-
to-be-University in Bengaluru on Saturday, "Who stopped Mrs. Indira Gandhi from becoming the Prime Minister of this
country?... And before that Aruna Asaf Ali, Sarojini Naidu... Which patriarchy stopped any of these people?"

Teh BT EaRT FAGHAT ZaRT 3cteed STUT3HT OX & 97T YRe 1 IR 4 §U, dorefe  Afeiar 1 oot RBre-g-df-gfaafidy o
AN WaRAT 7 T, "fhaer AFEdT Sfer el A 37 U Fr GUHAA T F A1, 3R 3TAY gge 30T HHE e,
WITSTAT A g... 6 AJEAT & o1 Sl r Aehr?”

e She appealed to young minds not to get carried away by the "fantastic jargon of patriarchy stopping us" and added,
"Otherwise, we women would have gone to Mars yesterday."

3eglel gar3it & g fohar foh O "RAGaEdT & Sgcliel Asesiel @ enfad o gi 3R ohgr, "1él ol §7 AT HIT R el

& wga s

Role of Women in Society

qATS # Afgemat i sfawr
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e Ms. Sitharaman further said, "You will find women have played their roles, and only in India, many of the Leftist jargon hold
currency because we don’t stand up, we don’t have the time... Sometimes intellectual engagement is equally important
because narratives will have to be countered with substantial answers."

AAN WARACT o 3T gl "3M9 qeer o ARSI o 3roelr oA oS , 3R Shael AR A, FIATLt AeqaTe h1 THIT
¢ Fifh g7 @3 G B, AR UM AT 61 ¢... sl digfre amefiardy off Fgcayut gidr & F=ife wamsft &1 Saw
S 3T A ST gl gl"

India's Digital Infrastructure Approach

AT &1 BfSed ermar TRemor

e Answering another question, Ms. Sitharaman said, "India's approach to spreading digital networks was completely driven by
the government. This public infrastructure gave benefits to every user without having to pay for it."

T 3T Y & 3 & §U, MANT WARAVT o hel, "R # Bfoeer Aeadh hellel 7 efSeahlor 7 e T TEHR IR
ﬁﬂrﬁamlsﬁmaﬁﬁaﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬁasmmﬁ?ﬁﬁwaq@ml"

e She added, "So a small business which wanted to grow beyond their village, today they are accessing global markets."

3eglel SiIST, 'S8 YR, U BICT SaE Sl 39 IMa & A1) Sgol Tec T, 3Tef  dReeh areiRi a0 95 ¢ 81"

A.P. officials
“rescue girl
trafficked
for 340,000

IGS Paper |: Society |

IGS Paper II: Article 23 |

VIJATAWALIA

The NTR and the Kadapa
district Women Develop-
ment and Child Welfare
(WD&CW) Department of-
ficials rescued a minor girl,
who was trafficked by me-
diators, on Saturday.

The 15-year-old girl was
allegedly sold away for
¥40,000 to a person, who
was getting ready to marry
her. “The Kadapa officials
prevented the marriage
and alerted Vijayawada of-
ficials, who produced her
before the Child Wefare
Committee (CWC),” NTR
District protection officer
Y. Johnson told The Hindu
on Saturday.

A.P. officials rescue girl trafficked for ¥40,000
v.dl. IAFRAT & dshT F T=9ET, T40,000 H GHST

Rescue of Minor Girl in Kadapa District

F1ey ST & AEIfaRT d3h F1 TUE

e The NTR and Kadapa district Women Development and Child Welfare (WD&CW) Department
officials rescued a minor girl, who was trafficked by mediators, on Saturday.

TAANR 3R F1eq forem #AfReT fe 3R a1 Feamor (WD&CW) faameT & 31l o afear a ts
ATafarer gt A S99 aifodt garT awRdr fear arr o)

e The 15-year-old girl was allegedly sold away for 40,000 to a person, who was getting ready to marry
her.

15 affr dghr 7 ST dlk 9T 240,000 & v IfFT & 99T 3T AT, S 3TF AT e FI AR F

8l Tl

¢ "The Kadapa officials prevented the marriage and alerted Vijayawada officials, who produced her
before the Child Welfare Committee (CWC)," said NTR District protection officer Y. Johnson on
Saturday.

"HTET FTAFRY 4 AMET ' Vehr IR fasrgarst sfawRat o giaa o, Segle 38 arer weamor wfafa
(CWC) & &Ha 9er foharr,” wardta forem geam ey 7. Sifawst o afar 1 el
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Seaplanes will give
tourism industry a
fllip, says Naidu

[PCS

V. Raghavendra
VIJAYAWADA

Andhra Pradesh Chief Mi-
nister N. Chandrababu Nai-
du launched a seaplane de-
monstration, jointly
organised by the Ministry
of Civil Aviation and State
Tourism Development Cor-
poration (APTDC), at Pun-
nami Ghat on the banks of
Krishna River here on Sa-
turday by flying in a Spice-
Jet operated De Havilland
amphibious plane, built by
DH-Canada, to Srisailam.
This set the stage for the
commencement of com-
mercial seaplane services
by SpiceJet in the State
starting with Vijayawada-
Hyderabad and Vijayawa-
da-Nagarjuna Sagar routes
by March 2025. SpiceJet
CMD Ajay Singh made an

N. Chandrababu Naidu

announcement to that ef-
fect in his remarks earlier.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Mr. Naidu said the fu-
ture belongs to tourism
and that seaplanes would
give a major fillip to the
sector and promised to ex-
tend all possible support to
making the State a hub for
seaplane operations, while
stating that the govern-
ment was according indus-
try status to tourism in the
upcoming policy to take it
to the next level.

Seaplanes will give tourism industry a fillip,
says Naidu

Mg o el fF W @ gdesT 3ehr Hi
derar faaem

Seaplane Demonstration by Andhra Pradesh CM

Y YA F AEIAA g@RT Hicdlar yaeher

. Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu launched a
seaplane demonstration, jointly organized by the Ministry of Civil Aviation
and State Tourism Development Corporation (APTDC), at Punnami Ghat on
the banks of Krishna River on Saturday.

Y oA F HEIHA T, UgaTq A1g A AfAaR & gl wre 93 Feon 7d &
foha AR Rt Farer 3R Us7 wdewt e A9 (APTDC) garT #@ged
T O AT HicaeT geeier a1 eRer fonar|

. He flew in a SpiceJet operated De Havilland amphibious plane, built
by DH-Canada, to Srisailam.

35gieT DH-HATST @Rl A d Tarsaste 3ifutes 3t glaes vfvfaww e
MeraHw® & T 337 91T

. This set the stage for the commencement of commercial seaplane
services by SpiceJet in the State starting with Vijayawada-Hyderabad and
Vijayawada-Nagarjuna Sagar routes by March 2025.

SEY Tod A TUBHAIC GaRT arofodd Hivas [arait 1 e3fd &1 TE IR
€S, St AT 2025 Ao RsraaTsT-dereng iR Rsam-aned ¥R € d Yw
gt

. SpiceJet CMD Ajay Singh made an announcement to that effect in his
remarks earlier.

TEHoe & HeAst 3o g 30a qF swor 7 @ ot o

e Addressing the gathering, Mr. Naidu said the future belongs to tourism and that seaplanes would give a major fillip to the

sector.

T BT HNAT FI gU, A 195 A gl b s7fasay adfeat 1 § AR Hede 57 &7 FY Tk §37 Forar &
e He promised to extend all possible support to making the State a hub for seaplane operations, while stating that the
government was according industry status to tourism in the upcoming policy to take it to the next level.

3ogle T Y WCelsT AT T &9 Io01 & forw T3y Gog gadsT o &1 arer 5, siafe Ig o Fer & IR 3
AT & ades F IEAT F &A1 S W § AMMH $H 3T TR e IEAAT ST |

[PCS

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU/BALLARI

A day after The Hindu re-
ported on the John Michael
D’Cunha commission re-
port, which recommended
criminal prosecution of
former Karnataka Chief Mi-
nister B.S. Yediyurappa
and former Health Minis-
ter B. Sriramulu over al-
leged irregularities in the
procurement of three lakh
PPE kits from China in
April 2020, at the height of
the pandemic, a political
slugfest broke out between
the ruling and Opposition
party leaders.

While both the BJP lead-
ers termed the report “pol-
itically motivated”, Chief
Minister =~ Siddaramaiah
said he would take a call on
the issue after considering
the opinion of the Cabinet
Sub-Committee headed by
Deputy Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar looking into
the commission report.

b T o

B.S. Yediyurappa and B. Sriramulu campaigning in Sanudur

Assembly seat on Saturday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

It led to heated debates,
particularly in the cam-
paign rallies in byelection-
bound Ballari district,
from where Mr. Sriramulu
hails, and where Mr. Sidda-
ramaiah and Mr. Yediyu-
rappa were campaigning
on Saturday.

‘Cong. scared of defeat’
Mr. Yediyurappa said,
“There was no scam dur-
ing my tenure as Chief Mi-
nister. Everything was

done well within the legal
framework. We will not be
scared by such tactics and
we are ready to face any in-
quiry. The report is politi-
cally motivated.” He said it
only indicated that the
Congress was “scared of
defeat” in the byelections.
Mr. Sriramulu said he
worked hard for the peo-
ple during tough times and
the allegations were un-
founded. JD(S) State presi-
dent and Union Minister

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

H.D. Kumaraswamy also
said the commission’s re-
commendation was “politi-
cally motivated”.

Responding to this later
in the day, the Chief Minis-
ter said, “These allegations
are not made by us, but by
a retired High Court judge
who probed these allega-
tions. Does Mr. Yediyurap-
pa have any respect for the
judiciary and the laws of
the land?”

Multiple Congress Mi-
nisters joined in the attack.
Minister for Rural Develop-
ment and Panchayat Raj
Priyank Kharge said the re-
port only confirmed what
many suspected, that “the
BJP government in Karna-
taka profited during COVID
while people lost their lives
for the government’s
apathy”.

In a social media post,
he also questioned why lo-
cal suppliers were over-
looked and kits imported
from China. He questioned

Political slugfest begins over COVID ‘scam’ report
|

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi as to how a Chief Mi-
nister of a State got appro-
vals for imports without
the Centre’s consent.
Minister for Health and
Family Welfare Dinesh
Gundu Rao said the com-
mission had recommend-
ed recovery of crores of
money paid to companies
for procuring equipment
and medicines at higher
prices than those prevail-
ing in the market. He said a
separate team of officials
would be formed to look
into these recommenda-
tions after the byelections.

In defence of ex-CM

Leader of the Opposition
in the Assembly R. Ashok
alleged the Congress go-
vernment in the State was
indulging in “vendetta pol-
itics” and defended Mr. Ye-
diyurappa. He said in this
particular instance, it was
not the Chief Minister who
selected the suppliers.
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Political slugfest begins over COVID ‘scam’ report

HIfds ‘BT FI RUIE W IASHids G/ AR

John Michael D’Cunha Commission Report and Political Reactions

Sl AFHA SrFeer AT R ik goehfas wfaferare

The Hindu reported on the John Michael D’Cunha commission report, which recommended criminal prosecution of
former Karnataka Chief Minister B.S. Yediyurappa and former Health Minister B. Sriramulu over alleged irregularities
in the procurement of three lakh PPE kits from China in April 2020, at the height of the pandemic.

g Rga dfer Agwa Srgeer Imranr RO & STeery &, o g Fatesw gega=t foq. Afegwea 3k gd e 754
. SR & Wore AT & fiq o g fFe fr @l & F¥a sfaaf@aarst ) srwifts gwer & femer @ ag
g, I¥e 2020 A, HETARY & WA W

A political slugfest broke out between the ruling and Opposition party leaders.
e 3R Ruesh gt F Aaat & Fo vF veEifaw Rae B T

While both the BJP leaders termed the report “politically motivated,” Chief Minister Siddaramaiah said he would take a
call on the issue after considering the opinion of the Cabinet Sub-Committee headed by Deputy Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar looking into the commission report.

S Elell AT AdT RAE ol “Wsteltfas IR R ez, gegah Regurdar 2 w1 & gg e sq-afdfadr
W TOR &l & dlg 380 Hog W A0 o0, fSaehr sregerar sugegs=t f.&. faganax © ¢ 3R S 3w Rue &
ST IR Bl

This led to heated debates, particularly in the campaign rallies in byelection-bound Ballari district, from where Mr.
Sriramulu hails, and where Mr. Siddaramaiah and Mr. Yediyurappa were campaigning on Saturday.

SH0 I 964 g3, Y &9 O sugeE-fAuiRa dagw e A, Ster AR F de g, 3R s A ReeRear i s
AfegTear R & J=R X @ A

Mr. Yediyurappa said, “There was no scam during my tenure as Chief Minister. Everything was done well within the legal
framework. We will not be scared by such tactics and we are ready to face any inquiry. The report is politically motivated.”

At ARZToAT =1 g, ‘A HEAFHA FrAHT & NIl FIS WIeTeT A EIAT| T TS FIPeA @4 & MR fovar amm a1l ga7 &
AT & 36 arel o6r & 3R fodr o S & JFar e & T IR §1 I8 RO tesfas IRa g1

He added that it only indicated that the Congress was “scared of defeat” in the byelections.

3eglel el % FE hael Tg Toh &l & o HiA 3UgATal H g A =0 g8 ¢

Mr. Sriramulu said he worked hard for the people during tough times and the allegations were unfounded.

At AR A HET & 3egia HideT AT A M & AT I Ageld AT 3R IRT Foraer 8|

JD(S) State president and Union Minister H.D. Kumaraswamy also said the commission’s recommendation was
“politically motivated.”

HEN(Tw) T Ieget AR FA AN v FAREEEA A o wEr T 3mAer fr AwiRer wereifas AR o

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah responded saying, “These allegations are not made by us, but by a retired High Court judge
who probed these allegations. Does Mr. Yediyurappa have any respect for the judiciary and the laws of the land?”

FegHa Rgeretar 2 gfafkar &, “Ig 3RIY AR SanT g1, dics AAIfaga 3ea +A-aTad #A el gaRl @M 97 §
fSiegie 3o RIGl T Sirer hr| &/am AT AfegIour ahl FArRraIfa®T 3 3T & Fef H1 HS FEAA g2

Multiple Congress Ministers joined in the attack.

as R ARG A gAr A fewar fomm

Minister for Rural Development and Panchayat Raj Priyank Kharge said the report only confirmed what many suspected,
that the BJP government in Karnataka profited during COVID while people lost their lives for the government’s apathy.

arfior e 3R dara o9 #N R @R S w6 RO dae 9 gqite sl § 1 wetea # e w@R A Fifs
& SRIT AT FHNT, Fafh T TSR I 3UTT & HROT 3TeAT STel IaT IS|

In a social media post, he also questioned why local suppliers were overlooked and kits imported from China.

T Hrerer #f3Ar diee 7, 3 I8 o Hare 3o 6 v smqfdwaist w Ft Forsiars fhar = AR e da a
F HIETS T

He questioned Prime Minister Narendra Modi as to how a Chief Minister of a State got approvals for imports without the
Centre’s consent.

35l FUTAHA G AT A BT 6 FA UF UeT & FEIAA )l Fig 1 F@Hfa & [ 3mard & v rgAtes Fe o)
Minister for Health and Family Welfare Dinesh Gundu Rao said the commission had recommended recovery of crores of
money paid to companies for procuring equipment and medicines at higher prices than those prevailing in the market.

e AR aRER Feamor @ RAwr 943 T wer & 3w F sulat @ 08 s 3R garsat # @lie & v
AT fohT T ST Tu dr agelr H AwRer H g, S SR & 3Tt SiAd d 3t &
He said a separate team of officials would be formed to look into these recommendations after the byelections.

37gial gl foh 3UFATEl & oG 3o FABNAT W TR w & fow it H v 3rerer & aifosd @ S|

Leader of the Opposition in the Assembly R. Ashok alleged the Congress government in the State was indulging in
“vendetta politics” and defended Mr. Yediyurappa.

euaasT & QueT F AdT 3R, 3MF o 3RT 9T &5 ToF & AT THR “gfaene i qeEfa & foog § 3w s
AfegIear 1 sarE |

He said in this particular instance, it was not the Chief Minister who selected the suppliers.

35t el T 50 AW Ae 7, g @ aqfdedist @ o w61 o
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DDoS (Distributed Denial-of-Service) Attack

o A Distributed Denial-of-Service (DDoS) attack is a malicious attempt to disrupt normal traffic of a targeted server,
service, or network by overwhelming it with a flood of internet traffic.

o TH f3Eeyes fBArd-3Hh-AfdH (DDoS) AT Ush goe ITH ¢ o fonel aifeid @ae, @ar a1 Aead & |y
¢fheh ol Sedoic ¢fthah FT 91 & ATEIH F ST Il BT TATH AT ¢

How DDoS Works

o DDoS attacks work by utilizing multiple compromised devices, often spread across many locations, to send large
amounts of data traffic toward a target.
o These compromised devices are usually part of a “botnet,” a network of infected devices that attackers control.

o DDO0S gHel $% YHTad f3asal & 39ANT e I g &, oif FR Fs T 7 el gla ¢ 3R afea cu=
Fr 3R A AT H 3T S AT ¢
o ¥ yefad fBarsd AR W "sSicae” & fEar gid &, S Thiad 3asdl & Teh Acds aidl ¢ 1ol gHeaY
fafRa s gl
2. Types of DDoS Attacks
o The main types of DDoS attacks include:
» Volume-based attacks: Flood the target with data to overwhelm its bandwidth.

= Protocol attacks: Exploit vulnerabilities in network protocols.
= Application layer attacks: Target specific applications or services.

o DDoS gHell & HTT YR AT §:
- AegA-3MUIRG g 8T &I 3T ¥ #T & § oifeh 3wehr dsfasy anfea gl
» WS gHA: Acah YIeihlel T FASIRAT HT BIIET 351 &
«  UaFIT TR A fafdse viteehea ar Janit & afeia &=a g1

3. Historical Background of DDoS Attacks
o The concept of DDoS originated in the late 1990s, with early instances of attacks mainly targeting individual
websites. Over time, DDoS attacks have grown in frequency and sophistication, now affecting large organizations
and government infrastructures.

o DDoS & fadR 1990 &% &I & Hd # 3cUed 3, YRHA EHel AT ¥ § IFId daarsel @l oifeid i
q| FHI & A1Y, DDOS Hell #I G AR FAfeeAdr a1 &, 310 I 3 FIoat IR THRY eral T yerfad wid g

4, DDoS in India: Recent Trends and Facts
o According to recent reports, India ranks among the top countries facing DDoS attacks due to rapid digital growth and
increased online services. A significant number of these attacks target government agencies and financial
institutions.

o B & Rulel & 3R, R DDOS §HAAT T HHAT el arel MY &M &7 & T g, S dslt @ Bioreer gefer 3k
3HTeTelSeT TAT3T & ATAR & HROUT g1 348 T U 3l T&IT TWHNT Toiradr 3R AT gea=r & af@d adr
gl

5. Security Measures and Government Initiatives
o The Indian government, through the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) and the Indian
Computer Emergency Response Team (CERT-In), has implemented measures to detect and mitigate DDoS attacks.
CERT-In provides alerts and conducts training to improve cyber resilience.

o HRA WHR o Sodciatadd 3R Faar HeRH FFrerd (MeitY) 3R AR FHege smardemrenis gfafswar e
(CERT-In) & HATEIH { DDOS §Hell & Tl o9Tel 3R 378 fAueat & 39y o] T §1 CERT-In AR oTieiys]
Jelel & [T 3ec IRT &l g 3R 9fieTor 3mafSa &dr gl

Tehri Dam (Highest Dam in India)

e Basic Information: Tehri Dam, located in Uttarakhand, India, is the highest dam in India with a height of 260.5 meters and
a length of 575 meters.

o HA AN el aiey, Ior@s, 9Rd A RBud ¥ 3R I8 AR &1 98 Far &y g, @ 3215 260.5 #eX 3R
da1s 575 HieX gl

e River and Location: Built on the Bhagirathi River, the Tehri Dam is a multi-purpose rock and earth-fill embankment dam.
o @& AR FUR: FE HEMRA 7 W §T Tk SgSeg T ek AR e 1 dFedy @y gl

e Year of Completion: The first phase of Tehri Dam was completed in 2006. The dam primarily serves irrigation, municipal
water supply, and hydroelectric power generation.

o WA T¥: el Yy T UEST TOT 2006 A I EIT AT| Tg SiY AT T A RS, AIRrfernr sTer et iR
STl faegd 3eurest & fow 3uter giar B

2. Hirakud Dam (Longest Dam in India)

e Basic Information: Hirakud Dam in Odisha is the longest dam in India, stretching a total of 25.79 km (16.03 miles), with the
main dam measuring 4.8 km.

o HA AAHRY: NS & TTId ERIpe I AR HT TGH e o1 g, [HHAT FoT ol 25.79 fhelr (16.03 i) &,
IR FqEg T 4.8 TR o B
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e River and Location: The dam is constructed on the Mahanadi River and provides flood control, irrigation, and hydroelectric
power.

o A& AR TART: Ig Y AT W &7 § 3N a1 FAI=or, =g 3R S Regd 3curest vere e gl

e Year of Completion: Hirakud Dam was completed in 1953 and has significantly contributed to the agricultural economy of
Odisha and surrounding regions.

o FATA a¥: ERIFe a1 1953 A [ 3T IR TR BT IR 319 & av B F rdfegarawr § Ageaqor
derere feam &

3. Kallanai Dam (Oldest Dam in India)

e Basic Information: Kallanai Dam, also known as the Grand Anicut, is one of the oldest surviving dams in the world. It was
constructed between 100 BC and 100 AD by the Chola dynasty.

o HA ATFRY Fodlers i, T Fs fAhe ot Hgr S1dr &, [9eT & Jod [ aret 7 @ T g1 5q Wier 9
GaRT 100 $AT 94 § 100 $HAT & & =171 9147 AT

e River and Location: The dam is built on the Kaveri River in Tamil Nadu and was initially constructed to divert the river’s
flow for irrigation.

o aﬁaﬁrm:agﬁaaﬁﬂa@ﬁﬂafraawm%ﬁ?gﬁﬁlﬁé%%@ﬂﬁ%mﬁﬁgﬁ%%ﬁrmﬁ
H IATIT IR™T AT

o Historical Significance: Kallanai has been a model for several later dam constructions due to its resilience and
effectiveness in water management over centuries.

o VfARIRAF Fgcd: ST YT H 5T FoEefierar 3R TaR&ica & FRUT Foedlls Hs dIG o &rET HATON & T
T AlSA & gl

Regional Rural Banks (RRBS):

e The commercial banks failed to understand the needs and requirements of small and marginal farmers, while the
cooperative banks lacked the resources to meet the expected demand.

e There was a need for a separate banking structure capable of combining the local trust of a cooperative bank and
the professionalism and resource base of the commercial banks.

e Therefore based on the recommendations of the Narasimham working group 1975, the govt established the
RRBs through an Act in 1976.

« RRBs are controlled by the center, state, and a sponsored bank in the proportion of 50:15:35.

e It was to be sponsored by a PSB and its areas of operations are limited to the regions specified by the central
goVt.

« Since RRBs were supposed to evolve as a specialized financial institution for developing the rural economy they
have atarget of 75% for PSL.

e Issues with RRB:

. Limited areas of operation

. High Risk due to exposure to the target group also implies a low rate of recovery

. Mounting losses or high losses in branches located in resource-poor areas

. Poor management with staff having inadequate skills

. Unionized staff with low commitment to functional efficiency.

. Heavy reliance on sponsored banks for investment avenues.

o Steps Taken by the Govt to strengthen RRBs:

e Merging the RRBs with the sponsored banks they have been reduced from 196 in 2004-05 to 45 in 2019.

« Capitalization support provided by the Central govt and management and technical support from NABARD.

« The RRB Act was amended in 2015 allowing them to raise capital from other sources provided the shareholding
of the center and the sponsored bank is not less than 51%.

°
OO, WNE

Inactivated vaccines are developed by killing or inactivating the virus or bacteria using chemicals, heat, or radiation, rendering it
unable to replicate. Though the pathogen is non-infectious, it can still elicit an immune response when introduced into the body.
Examples of Inactivated Vaccines: Traditional vaccines like the polio vaccine, hepatitis A vaccine, and certain influenza vaccines
are inactivated vaccines.

CoronaVac as an Inactivated COVID-19 Vaccine: CoronaVac, developed by the Chinese company Sinovac, is an inactivated
COVID-19 vaccine. It uses an inactivated form of SARS-CoV-2, meaning the virus has been killed and is incapable of causing the
disease. However, the immune system recognizes the viral proteins, particularly the spike protein, and mounts an immune
response.

Thrombotic Thrombocytopenic Purpura (TTP) is a rare, life-threatening blood disorder characterized by the formation of small blood
clots (thrombi) throughout the body. These clots can block blood vessels, restrict blood flow to critical organs, and cause organ
damage. TTP is marked by two key features: thrombocytopenia (low platelet count) and hemolytic anemia (destruction of red blood
cells).

Cause: TTP often arises due to a deficiency in ADAMTS13, an enzyme responsible for breaking down von Willebrand factor (VWF),
a protein involved in blood clotting. Without sufficient ADAMTS13, vWF accumulates and causes platelets to clump, forming clots in
small blood vessels.
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ML.P. Speaker
campaigning:
Cong. writes
to State EC

|GS Paper 1I: Speaker |

The Hindu Bureau
BHOPAL

The Madhya Pradesh Con-
gress has approached the
State Election Commission
(SEC) against Assembly
Speaker Narendra Singh
Tomar, accusing him of
violating the Model Code
of Conduct by campaign-
ing for a BJP candidate.

“WVidhan Sabha Speaker
Narendra Singh Tomar is
actively campaigning in fa-
vour of BJP in Vijaypura,
addressing public meet-
ings, openly seeking votes
in favour of BJP candidate
Forest Minister Shri Ram-
niwas Rawat. The BJP of-
fice is also issuing photos
and press notes with Na-
rendra Singh Tomar cam-
paigning.,” the letter by J.P.
Dhanopia, the State Con-
gress’s Election Commis-
sion in-charge, read.

The Congress asked the
Election Commission to
prohibit Mr. Tomar from
campaigning or clarify if a
person holding a constitu-
tional office can campaign
for a political party.

Meanwhile, the Con-
gress on Friday also com-
plained to the SEC accus-
ing many booth-level
officers were not distribut-
ing the voter slips in tribal-
dominated areas and con-
spiring to stop the tribals
from casting their votes.
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Madhya Pradesh Congress Approaches SEC Against Assembly
Speaker

HET YU FET o AUHTHT 3reTeT & @A SEC ¥ 9+ f»ar

The Madhya Pradesh Congress has approached the State Election Commission (SEC) against Assembly

Speaker Narendra Singh Tomar, accusing him of violating the Model Code of Conduct by campaigning for a BJP
candidate.

FET G3R FITA AT FoAId HFT (SEC) @ femresrm yeer Mg g @avs [@ed Raraa #i §, 390
FFY 3FHIgaRF T YR IR HTGR FRATa oot Flel HI 3RIT 9T gl

“Vidhan Sabha Speaker Narendra Singh Tomar is actively campaigning in favour of BJP in Vijaypura,

addressing public meetings, openly seeking votes in favour of BJP candidate Forest Minister Shri Ramniwas
Rawat. The BJP office is also issuing photos and press notes with Narendra Singh Tomar campaigning,” the
letter by J.P. Dhanopia, the State Congress’s Election Commission in-charge, read.

“enerersiT e g ME alaw Raragerd Aiadts qar # afhg ®7 @ garw I @ §, FawHmsi e @6 &
w® ¥ 3R & 3FHgar g7 FA 4t aFEAGRT @ F ueT & gleair ] &) A FaTsh Rg B S F
FIRH FEan I I Flew ST F T 8, 5T FAW F gArd HrIar FHRT 9 gaaifagrean o aw o &
gl T ¢l

person holding a constitutional office can campaign for a political party.

FINTS GoA1d HTTR A TAEY F TAR & VFA A Tg T H&A H 3R AT w2 gdenaE g7 aw
HT TfFa Y TaFAifa® gor & AT yar #7 F@Far #

The Congress asked the Election Commission to prohibit Mr. Tomar from campaigning or clarify if a

Meanwhile, the Congress on Friday also complained to the SEC accusing that many booth-level officers

were not distributing the voter slips in tribal-dominated areas and were conspiring to stop the tribals from
casting their votes.

st a1, ywarw # FrATA N SEC @ Rivraa & & #F qu-wadiy A+ anfaardt ager ah7f & Adarar gfdar
#7 Ravor 73T #v @ 3R anfeartat #) aie st & Q@ # i 7 @ 8

Accessibility for disabled persons is
a fundamental right, rules top court

The court asks the government to enable the creation of public and private spaces, services and products of an ‘universal
design’ which could be accessed by everyone; inclusion should be integrated into the design process from the start, it says

IGS Paper II: Fundamental Rights]|

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T has confirmed that
disabled persons’

right to access environ-
ments, services and oppor-
tunities is an essential hu-
man and fundamental
right which has hardly
been realised on the
ground.

Chief Justice of India D.Y.
Chandrachud, in a judg-
ment on November 8, qu-
oted that disability was a
tragedy only if society
failed to provide people
with disabilities things es-
sential to lead their lives.

The court recorded that
while Delhi had 3,775 low-
floor wheelchair-accessible
CNG buses for public tran-
sport, Tamil Nadu had only
1,917 such buses. In Mum-
bai, while newer facilities
such as the Andheri Metro
Station met accessibility
standards, older buildings
such as the Bombay Art
Gallery did not offer even

basic features such as ac-

cessible restrooms for per-
sons with disabilities.

Overlooked needs

The Supreme Court said
society did not even bother
to enquire into the “right
to relationships” of per-
sons with disabilities.

“The emotional and re-
lational challenges faced
by PwDs [people with dis-
abilities], particularly re-
garding access to love, de-
sire, and intimacy...
Emotional needs, such as
privacy and self-pleasure,
are often overlooked, leav-
ing disabled individuals,

Website: patrioticias.in

Emotional
needs, such as
privacy and
self-pleasure, are often
overlooked, leaving
disabled individuals,
without private spaces to
express these needs

D.Y. CHANDRACHUD
Chief Justice of India

especially those living with
families, without private
spaces to express these
needs,” Chief Justice Chan-
drachud said.

The judgment is based
on a report submitted by
the Centre for Disability
Studies, NALSAR Universi-
ty of Law.

The study assessed the
situation on the ground
and had recommended
steps to ensure compliance
with accessibility stan-
dards for people with
disabilities.

The court found that as-
pects of the Rights of Per-
sons with Disabilities Rules

Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

prescribing accessibility
standards were not even
mandatory by nature, lead-
ing to their “dismal” com-
pliance at the ground level.

The judgment directed
the government to issue
fresh Rules with mandato-
ry standards for accessibili-
ty within three months.

‘Essential prerequisite’
“Accessibility is not merely
a convenience, but a fun-
damental requirement for
enabling individuals, par-
ticularly those with disabil-
ities, to exercise their
rights fully and equally...
Accessibility is an integral
part of life equality, free-
dom, and human dignity...
Accessibility was not a
standalone right. It is an es-
sential prerequisite for
PwDs to exercise other
rights meaningfully,” Chief
Justice Chandrachud
underscored.

The court said disability
is not inherent in the per-
son, but is created by ex-
ternal factors such as phys-

ical, organisational, and
attitudinal barriers. It drew
the government’s attention
to the “social model of dis-
ability” concept, which
holds that the focus must
be on removing societal
barriers rather than “fix-
ing” individuals.

The court asked the go-
vernment to enable the
creation of public and priv-
ate spaces, services and
products of an “universal
design” which could be ac-
cessed by everyone, re-
gardless of their ability,
age, or status. “Inclusion
should be integrated into
the design process from
the very beginning, rather
than as an afterthought...
When introducing any new
service, product, or fea-
ture - whether physical or
functional - accessibility
must be considered at the
inception stage. It is far
more efficient to integrate
accessibility from the start
than to make adjustments
later,” Chief Justice Chan-
drachud pointed out.
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Accessibility for Disabled Persons is a Fundamental Right, Rules Top
Court

wm*m@wmma,mmmmr

The Supreme Court has confirmed that disabled persons’ right to access environments, services and opportunities is
an essential human and fundamental right which has hardly been realised on the ground.

water FETed A QS i ¢ Reveriar sqfFaal F1 gdiazor, dast 3 @t a6 9§ F AER 0 daedF AT
3R Ao sfFR T o8 Joe W w7 & Fegy fear = g

Chief Justice of India D.Y. Chandrachud, in a judgment on November 8, quoted that disability was a tragedy only if
society failed to provide people with disabilities things essential to lead their lives.

ART F AET AT 31918, 9593 o 8 AaFa &I QT 710 Tk %ael H wgl o RAwererar aa @ vF Jwdr @it ¢ 57
AT RAFAT AFTa A 3% SNaeT 9T F AT 3agF Aok YT a3 F TG @dT 2

The court recorded that while Delhi had 3,775 low-floor wheelchair-accessible CNG buses for public transport, Tamil
Nadu had only 1,917 such buses.

3teTed o Repis fhar & Safe e & ardefas aRaga & faw 3,775 d-weR FoaR-reafdad vt a3 g,
affeers # &aer 1,917 &t 74

In Mumbai, while newer facilities such as the Andheri Metro Station met accessibility standards, older buildings such
as the Bombay Art Gallery did not offer even basic features such as accessible restrooms for persons with disabilities.

Ha A, STafen § gRwst S B 398 A weww A ugw AH B Q@ HA, WA gARAT K F diE e dedr A
Riseriar safFeal & fre gga A arrer Sk gy gRUTE st w @ va A

The Supreme Court said society did not even bother to enquire into the “right to relationships” of persons with disabilities.
Hafed AT o7 8T [ TATST o [Aaaer safFaar & “Real &1 3¥er W i foar J& Fan

“The emotional and relational challenges faced by PwDs (people with disabilities), particularly regarding access to love,
desire, and intimacy... Emotional needs, such as privacy and self-pleasure, are often overlooked, leaving disabled

individuals, especially those living with families, without private spaces to express these needs,” Chief Justice Chandrachud
said.

‘T safFadl (PwDs) GaRT HHAT &1 Sl dlell #TaelicAs AR Rea & glfaar, iy &9 & @R, soar 3 3aderar
L trg*?r & T H.. HIGATCHS HTARISAT, JF fF MIYiIdr 3R 3cq-311ee, A AeR3igsT T Jrdr &, oad
e afad, 9y 0 & I & IRART & AT A §, 3 MEIRATI H TaFd o & v e T« & g &
S 8 AEw Farrir degg A Sl

The judgment is based on a report submitted by the Centre for Disability Studies, NALSAR University of Law.

Ig oot Reanrar sreaaer &g, aeex frafdgaes & #ra garr swga R W) 3muia g

The study assessed the situation on the ground and had recommended steps to ensure compliance with accessibility
standards for people with disabilities.

AT o ST R AT &1 Feaicher fhar 3R Rspermr safFadl & fow 98 AH & Hearer 1 GRARIT F &
T hew o= &1 fawier i

The Court Found That Aspects of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Rules Prescribing
Accessibility Standards Were Not Even Mandatory by Nature

aﬁﬁrmﬁwﬁsﬁmwﬁ‘dﬁ%m#mﬁﬁﬁamﬁmm
arer vge ot feard w7 @ A &

The court found that aspects of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Rules prescribing accessibility standards were not
even mandatory by nature, leading to their “dismal” compliance at the ground level.

Wﬁw%wmimémﬁﬁqﬁmaﬁmmmmmmm#aﬁ
4, [T FROT SoTehT STHNEA FR R “ATRITSTAF" 3FoaTeleT F31T|

The judgment directed the government to issue fresh Rules with mandatory standards for accessibility within three
months.

P F TER A AT 7R F M) 9gT F A0 sfAard A F @y qv FEw Tl w& w @ @

‘Essential Prerequisite’
‘HTEGTF qaTder

“Accessibility is not merely a convenience, but a fundamental requirement for enabling individuals, particularly
those with disabilities, to exercise their rights fully and equally... Accessibility is an integral part of life equality, freedom,
and human dignity...”

‘Igd $ad TH gluT 7¢ ¥, afew cafFadl, RO v & R saiFadl, # 59 JER w1 qoF IR wHE 7
3T 0 & T v Ao sraegswar 2. qguu gl GHATAT, Tad3ar 3R AeTg TRAT F1 AT ffrar §.7

“Accessibility was not a standalone right. It is an essential prerequisite for PwDs to exercise other rights
meaningfully,” Chief Justice Chandrachud underscored.

“Tgd FI§ Il HAFR 7E o1l I§ AT ARFAA (PwDs) ' 37T FRAFRT FT 731 &7 F G297 & & A0 o
HTIRTF TaATIET B, AT FATATERr Tggs A Fel

The Court Said Disability Is Not Inherent in the Person, But Is Created by External Factors Such
as Physical, Organisational, and Attitudinal Barriers

Website: patrioticias.in
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Fafea ~OTaT o FgT & RFdEar gfFa & dafiiRa a8 & afes a8 #ie, dreaeas ik
ATAF AUl SN TN FRPT T 3cTeT Bl &

o The court drew the government’s attention to the “social model of disability” concept, which holds that the focus must be on
removing societal barriers rather than “fixing” individuals.

3ETId o TIFR & €17 "RAFANTAT & AT AlS” sl TR &1 3 M NT 5ar, fTorgd Ig Fer 137 & eae

IfFaAr a1 S A & FolTT HIATISTE a0} T geled W glaT aIev|

e The court asked the government to enable the creation of public and private spaces, services, and products of an
“universal design” which could be accessed by everyone, regardless of their ability, age, or status.

3eTed A BN W Ig GARTT G 1 Fe7 & wrdafas AR st wumel, dant sk seaet w1 adeas Bemse
IR R sre fow asft | ol e, 3y, a1 Rufa & Srasg 9gT w6

¢ ‘“Inclusion should be integrated into the design process from the very beginning, rather than as an afterthought...
When introducing any new service, product, or feature - whether physical or functional - accessibility must be
considered at the inception stage. It is far more efficient to integrate accessibility from the start than to make
adjustments later,” Chief Justice Chandrachud pointed out.

“FHTAY F BT ufFar F g€ ¥ & vhiga frar Sren aifRe, ag & 7@ 9 oft FE 7 @, 3eure, A1 Fraw o fmar
ST - 91§ 9 s 8 A1 FECHS - TET P YT A § LA H @ A AMRC| T§ YIATT § & TET T Cehiper
AT HOF FA ¢, T 916 F ARG T F,” F&T ~AMATENT T5Gg A el

Amid protests, Centre says
procurement of paddy in

Punjab

[APMC

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Amid complaints and prot-
ests by farmers’ organisa-
tions in Punjab that paddy
procurement from the
State has been delayed, the
Centre said on Saturday
that the Food Corporation
of India (FCI) and the State
agencies had procured
120.67 lakh metric tonnes
(LMT) from the State.

The Centre said so far
6.58 lakh farmers in the
State had benefited from
procurement at the mini-
mum support price (MSP)
at an estimated 327,995
crore.

“As such, paddy pro-
curement is going on
smoothly,” the Union go-
vernment said. “A total
quantity of 126.67 LMT of
paddy has arrived in the
Punjab mandis as of No-
vember 8, 2024, out of
which 120.67 LMT has
been procured by State
agencies and the FCI,” the
Food Ministry said in a

g()ing on smoothly

The Centre says 6.58 lakh farmers in the State have so far received
the benefits of procurement at a cost of 27,995 crore. FILE PHOTO

statement. A’ grade paddy
is being purchased at the
MSP at the rate of 32,320 a
quintal and the total paddy
purchased till date in the
ongoing kharif marketing
season amounts to 327,995
crore. “Further, 4,839 mill-
ers have applied for shell-
ing of paddy and 4,743
millers have already been
allotted work by the Pun-
jab  government,” the
Centre said.

Earlier, the Samyukta
Kisan Morcha (SKM) had
protested against the delay
in paddy procurement.

The SKM had alleged
that with the FCI delaying

procurement of milled rice
of last season, rice mills are
unable to keep and process
the fresh stock of paddy.
“.0e2,927 designated
mandis and temporary
yards are operational
throughout the State for
smooth procurement. The
Central government has
fixed an estimated target of
185 LMT for paddy pro-
curement which shall con-
tinue up to November 30,
2024, the Centre said and
added that the paddy pro-
curement from the mandis
is in full swing and the pad-
dy being lifted is more than
the quantity arriving daily.

Amid Protests, Centre Says
Procurement of Paddy in
Punjab Going on Smoothly

faer geeiat & i, Fg A
el &6 goe & 4T iy
@R TaE T & I T &

. Amid complaints and protests by farmers’
organisations in Punjab, the Centre said on
Saturday that the Food Corporation of India
(FCI) and State agencies had procured 120.67
lakh metric tonnes (LMT) of paddy from the
State.

gore 3 fRETeT Hereat garT Rierrar it e
vgeil & 9, g F AT F FHgr 6 HRAT
e fae# (FCI) 3R Uo7 weifaal a 5w @

120.67 ar@ #MRwF &1 (LMT) ared @ &1

. The Centre said that so far 6.58 lakh
farmers in the state had benefited from
procurement at the minimum support price
(MSP) at an estimated ¥27,995 crore.

dhe @ gl foh 39 T TsT # 6.58 AT@ fhuTeT
I FGAGH FALT HeT (MSP) W TlEr & et
83T &, foraehr g iy 227,995 FUS &

. “As such, paddy procurement is going on
smoothly,” the Union government said.

‘T YR, UTeT I TERT JIE T F Tl T

¢, Hg WEPR A FgTl

. A total quantity of 126.67 LMT of paddy
has arrived in the Punjab mandis as of November
8, 2024, out of which 120.67 LMT has been
procured by State agencies and the FCI, the Food
Ministry said in a statement.

8 sTgFaY 2024 dF Yolld ATSAT & 126.67 o9

MifeF e (LMT)quﬂgw%,%ﬂﬁ ¥ 120.67 LMT T TSIt 3R FCI garT @4 915 §, W #FeT o Tdh
IOTT H Fall
e A-grade paddy is being purchased at the MSP rate of ¥2,320 per quintal, and the total paddy purchased till date in the
ongoing kharif marketing season amounts to ¥27,995 crore.

T3 YT Y ¥2,320 Wi fFdedr MSP &X R @lier o T €, 3R aodA @i faqorer ®taswr & 39 oo @l 78 FT re

$r ufr 227,995 FS &

o “Further, 4,839 millers have applied for shelling of paddy and 4,743 millers have already been allotted work by the Punjab
government,” the Centre said.

“SHeh 3TETdT, 4,839 fAEE o1 41T FT Bres & T 3MdeaT fhar § 31K 4,743 Ao &I ggel & Usie @R caRT Hry aidr
ST T &, e A el
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o Earlier, the Samyukta Kisan Morcha (SKM) had protested against the delay in paddy procurement.
SEY ggel, WgFd fRareT At (SKM) & aret i @lierdt 7 38 W fave geder fRar

¢ The SKM had alleged that with the FCI delaying procurement of milled rice of last season, rice mills are unable to keep and
process the fresh stock of paddy.

SKM & 31T oRTRT 4T f&F FCI garT sl dee & % 710 amaa & @l # ¢ & &RoT, 9aa Ral @7 dren a1 &1
Telh @A AR 38 908 N H 79ASA g & g

e “..2,927 designated mandis and temporary yards are operational throughout the state for smooth procurement.”
“...2,927 freifRa #AfT 3k e a8 Uo7 R A guw wie’y & fav Atk g1

e« The Central government has fixed an estimated target of 185 LMT for paddy procurement, which shall continue up to
November 30, 2024.

he TIPR & el T TG & ToIT 185 LMT 1 AT ofed oF foham &, St 30 e 2024 @ ST g |

e The Centre added that the paddy procurement from the mandis is in full swing and the paddy being lifted is more than
the quantity arriving daily.

$g & 75 o Fer ARG ¥ ue A TG G R ¥ T W ¥ IR A arer IoET o1 @ §, I QAT 30 @ AW @
IfaF g

‘Domestic savers to offset
foreign investor exodus’

Foreign portfolio investors may have rushed to the exit door in record numbers this October, but

experts expect domestic investors and pension funds to offset their plays over the medium term

GS Paper llI: Capital
L{Market

Ashokamithran T.
MUMBAI

ctober’s record
0 pullback from In-
dian markets by fo-

reign institutional and
portfolio investors (FIIs
and FPIs) may not deter in-
flows from domestic inves-
tors into Indian equity
markets as they remain
confident of the returns in
the medium-term, accord-
ing to market analysts.

Although Dalal Street
may remain volatile in the
short term thanks to FII ex-
its, it will stabilise in the
medium term, they said.

FlIs sold the most In-
dian equities in October,
making it the worst month
in the Indian equity mar-
kets for foreign investors,
according to data from
Centre for Monitoring In-
dian Economy (CMIE).

In October alone, FIIs
sold a net 94,000 crore in
equities, reversing the
357,000 crore inflows re-
ceived firom them in the
previous month.

“Ordinary investors
should be prepared for
more volatility in the near
term. I advise caution, es-
pecially if FII outflows per-
sist” said Trivesh D, chief
operating officer of Trade-
jini, a Bengaluru-based ze-
ro-brokerage firm.

While FIls are more op-
portunistic, looking for va-
lue wherever it can be
found, domestic institu-
tional investors (DIIs) exhi-
bit confidence in the In-

When Flis left D-Street in Hordes

This October’s peak exodus apart, these have been the other
times when Indian bourses saw the highest stock sales by

foreign investors
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Source: Centre For Monitoring Indian Economy

dian markets, he added.

According to experts,
the steady DII buying kept
the market buoyant des-
pite the FII outflows. “The
structural nature of these
investments, which in-
clude retirement assets,
will not lead to DII selling
in the medium term des-
pite a short-term volatili-
ty,” said Atul Parakh, CEOQ,
Bigul, a Navi Mumbai-
based brokerage firm.

DIls are also looking at
the current corrections as
an opportunity to buy
quality stocks at a cheaper
price, Mr. Trivesh added.

Both domestic and fo-
reign events have a bearing
on the FII selling, said Mr.
Trivesh. “Global factors are
the stronger determinants
of this FII sell-off. For in-
stance, China’s recent sti-
mulus package — including
a reduced reserve require-
ment, lower mortgage
rates, and direct borrow-

ing access for institutional
investors from the People’s
Bank of China — has played
a key role,” he said.

The senior Tradejini ex-
ecutive also pointed to the
rising U.S. bond yields that
presented an attractive in-
vestment opportunity for
FlIs, besides the China fac-
tor. Domestically, luke-
warm earnings and high
valuations have contribut-
ed to the selloff, but that is
not as significant as the glo-
bal factors, he added. Do-
nald Trump’s re-election as
U.S. President has also in-
troduced a degree of un-
certainty to all markets.

A sector-wise analysis of
FII flows also signals wea-
kening trends. Seven of 24
sectors witnessed net FII
selling in September, in-
cluding construction mate-
rials, automobiles and auto
components, consumer
services, information tech-
nology, oil and gas and

consumable fuels, and tex-
tiles. Stocks of firms into di-
versified investments, also
saw net FII/FPI selling in
September. The opposite
trend was noted in the DII
segment, with domestic in-
vestors being net buyers in
the stock market. This sug-
gests a divergence in senti-
ments of the two broad in-
vestor categories.

The DIIs bought a little
more than %1 lakh crore of
Indian equities in October,
covering for the FII sales.
DIl sales too shows a
nuanced trend where
NRIs (Non-Resident In-
dians) and client investors
were net sellers, but pro-
prietary traders were the
only net buyers.

Client investor category
consists of high networth
individuals (HNI) with li-
quid assets exceeding I5
crore, without taking their
primary residence into ac-
count, and retail investors
through portfolio manag-
ers. Proprietary traders in-
clude treasury operations
of domestic financial
institutions.

“The recent market ac-
tivity shows significant di-
vergence between FII and
DIl positions in October,
driven by distinct factors”
said Mr. Parakh. “The DII
buying is predominantly
led by mutual funds
through flows from syste-
matic investment plans av-
eraging 15,000 crore a
month, insurance firms,
and pension funds like the
EPFO and the National
Pension System,” he noted.

HROT ATE-TH F IEUAT gl & dTaslg TR fFR g1 Seem|
e Trivesh D, COO of Tradejini, advised ordinary investors to be cautious and prepared for more volatility if FIl outflows persist.

feaer 1, o & COO, o TAT AaesRr & das o AR Fll Fr AERT Il T W 31fRF 31wRar & v IR
W®A F TGeE &

e While FlIs are opportunistic and look for value wherever it can be found, domestic institutional investors (DIlls) have
confidence in the Indian market.

STeT Fil 3/aaard! gid & 3R i@l o Ao fAear § 38 ged 8, adi o §¥umra fdes (DI) YR o # favara
@ gl

e Experts note that DIl buying has kept the market buoyant despite Fll outflows, and the structural nature of these
investments (including retirement assets) will prevent DIl selling in the medium term.

IRt & weer & & DIl @dert A FIl ff el & Fraeg R # RPUw @ 8, 3R s e fr aaeeas
wehfa (TSt dereT gufer enfAer 8) #egshrel & DIy Qb &l Ashad H Tgrgen g1 |
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‘Domestic savers to offset
foreign investor exodus’

‘B FadRart ¥ fagef
fadersl & gaTger HY HUTS
gair

e Foreign portfolio investors (Flls and FPIs) may
have exited Indian markets in record numbers in
October, but experts expect domestic investors and
pension funds to offset their plays over the medium
term.

Jrega] A fagelt AEwfeat Faers (Fi stk FPIy &
HRAT S9RT & Raprs g&ar & el fr g ghdt
g, difehet fAAYAT &1 AT § & wlef aers 3R
YT the HEIHT H 3ech FHEAl T $UTS |

e October saw a significant pullback from Indian
markets by Flls, making it the worst month for foreign
investors in Indian equity markets, according to data

from the Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy
(CMIE).

R A FIl gaRT HRAT SoRT @ FAgeaquT fo¥epralr
¢Er W18, Hw I8 oA AW It & fow fagaf
et & v @98 @Wid AT oo a3, S R
HeX BR AR §Baa gH=HT (CMIE) & 3MThsr
& fe@rar = g

e In October alone, Flls sold a net ¥94,000 crore in

equities, reversing the ¥57,000 crore inflows from the
previous month.

FaX # 3fehel FII & ¥94,000 F3 & A &,
a8 oo A & 57,000 FA3 & YT HI
3ATHT g3

o Experts suggest that domestic investors remain
confident about medium-term returns, and despite the

short-term volatility due to Fll exits, the market will
stabilize.

A=At &1 e g o ee] foderes Avgewer &
ST &l oo 3TMRAEd g, IR FIl & e I &
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o Dllis are also viewing current market corrections as an opportunity to buy quality stocks at lower prices.

DIl AT # IR & FGURT Y 0T ared PR F FA HAAl W FAGA F Fa@ & &7 H <@ 7 &

Domestic and Foreign Events Affecting Fll Selling

e AT RAgel weard Fil sy F ganfya wch §

e« Mr. Trivesh stated that both domestic and foreign events have an impact on Fll selling. Global factors are the stronger
determinants of this FII sell-off.

A AT Fer % oy AR TS gear’ a=t Fil fashy oX germe srerch €1 dRas dea 5@ FIl s & yoq@ a8

o For example, China’s recent stimulus package, which included a reduced reserve requirement, lower mortgage rates, and
direct borrowing access for institutional investors from the People’s Bank of China, has played a key role.

3erexor & fore, dier &1 giferar Wiewres YT, forad R simaegshar # &l w7 g o 3R AT & digew 67
HEUTETd fderht & fow @ surly i giaur e off, 3 AgcaquT iR S g

e Therising U.S. bond yields presented an attractive investment opportunity for Flls, in addition to the China factor.
aﬁﬁaﬁﬁﬁmﬁwﬁm%%wmﬁa‘armwmma?riﬁammaﬂml

. Domestlcally, lukewarm earnings and high valuations have contributed to the sell-off, but these are not as significant as
the global factors.

o] TR W, Widfas I 3R 37 Aeamra o b & derere & §, afda 3 aRas dcdl fSaer Ageaqot #@7 81
e Donald Trump’s re-election as U.S. President has also introduced a degree of uncertainty to all markets.
SATes TFT HT Iol: TolTd AR Tegafer & &9 7 Tl SR & AT 1 Th TR AR 31T §
e A sector-wise analysis of Fll flows shows weakening trends. Seven of 24 sectors witnessed net Fll selling in September,

including construction materials, automobiles, auto components, consumer services, information technology, oil and
gas, consumable fuels, and textiles.

FIl 991§ T Ueh &FaR fAVUT FHAR TS @rar g1 24 & ¥ 7 a7 & R{dex & FIl fashr et 318, [Se7et fostor arerai,
JeAETSeH, e ew, 3UsHFAT a1, I« WA, der 3t 3w, suaew $uer, i w92 anfae €
e Firms in diversified investments also saw net FII/FPI selling in September.
fafay ae arelr ufaat o & RdsR 7 FII/FPI fshr ot
e The opposite trend was noted in the DIl segment, with domestic investors being net buyers in the stock market.
g8 Aol Tl DIl @ & @ a4, fora# eRe] faee (R a6k & ey Tier ||
e DIl buying was significant, with domestic investors buying more than ¥1 lakh crore of Indian equities in October, covering
for the Fll sales.

DIl #r TdgR Agcayol o, fwed e et o reeat 7 ¥ 9@ FU3 ¥ 30 dARAT R TS, S FIl et 1 RS

Xl gl

o DIl sales also showed a nuanced trend, where NRIs (Non-Resident Indians) and client investors were net sellers, but
proprietary traders were the only net buyers.

DIl Rt 7 off woh gew g fe@rs &, 5787 NRI (Farft sRel) 3iR Famge fders ey fashar @, Afde Wuged Esd &

Yy WER A

e The client investor category includes high net-worth individuals (HNI) with liquid assets exceeding %5 crore, and retail
investors through portfolio managers.

Farge fAdus Aol & 3T dufy are safed (HNI) anfAe § fSee aver |ufa 35 F:A3 & 3118 €, 3R gexr @awes o
QEHITAT Jeernl & ATegd A fAaer wa
e Proprietary traders include treasury operations of domestic financial institutions.
sl $u o mY Rty euet ¥ Sl sifavew enfAa
e Mr. Parakh highlighted that recent market activity shows significant divergence between Fll and DIl positions in October,
driven by distinct factors.

A @ A A @ grfer SR aifatafer & Fi s DI RPufaat & @ srager A Jgcaqel Bewar i@l 8, S srerer-arereT
FRHI gar’T IRT Bl

e DIl buying is mainly driven by mutual funds through flows from systematic investment plans (SIPs) averaging ¥15,000

crore a month, insurance firms, and pension funds like EPFO and the National Pension System.

DIl #r TSR AET T § FYI3T $3T qanT Reeafes fder st (SIPs) & Aregdr @ H Sl B, S g8 7
3 ad 15,000 FU3 F & ©, STAT HUfaar AR J2eT HwEr o EPFO 3R TSE dere JoTrell GaRT|

FM tells RRBs to develop products for MSMES

GS Paper lll: Banking
System

BENGALURU

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman urged Regional
Rural Banks (RRBs) and
sponsor banks to develop
suitable products aligning
with MSME clusters to
further raise banking pene-
tration and financial inclu-
sion across the country.
She was speaking at a re-
view meeting held in con-
nection with National
MSME cluster Outreach

Nlrmala Sltharaman

Programme here with
chairpersons of RRBs and
CEOs of sponsor banks.
The FM emphasised ac-
tive outreach by the RRB

branches located in MSME
clusters to ensure credit to
small and micro enterpris-
es in areas such as textile,
wooden furniture, leather,
food processing, packing
materials and engineering
and machine tools. “These
areas hold immense poten-
tial for increasing the loan
portfolio of RRBs to
MSMEs,’* she observed.
Ms. Sitharaman said all
RRBs should have their
own updated technology
stack to stay relevant espe-
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cially when digital and mo-
bile banking service are al-
ready boosting financial
access to regions such as
northeastern States and
hilly regions, with limited
physical connectivity.

Focus on asset quality

She also cautioned spon-
sor banks and RRBs to re-
cognise the challenges
ahead and urged them to
continue focusing on main-
taining asset quality, ex-
panding digital services

and ensuring robust corpo-
rate governance.

She urged RRBs to put
greater thrust on the clear
identification of beneficiar-
ies while sanctioning loans
under various schemes.

“There should be focus
on scaling up agriculture
credit disbursement.”

She also said the 100
crore MSME credit guaran-
tee scheme announced
during the Budget would
be soon placed before the
Cabinet for approval.
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FM tells RRBs to develop products for MSMEs
9 # A IRIRET F TATATAS & fAT 3cure [AHRAT FIF F Far

e Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman urged Regional Rural Banks (RRBs) and sponsor banks to develop suitable
products aligning with MSME clusters to raise banking penetration and financial inclusion across the country.

g # faster darwor & & awefior d&61 (3memE) iR gies dat @ THTHTHS FAEe & 3T 3T 3cU1G

ARAT A F Fgl difer g7 R F dfFer 85 3R AT FHRasT & Jer=r o1 T|

e She was speaking at a review meeting held in connection with the National MSME cluster Outreach Programme with
chairpersons of RRBs and CEOs of sponsor banks.

I TS TATHUHAS FaA¥ed A3eRNT NIH T TaTd Th THIET Soh H ARARE & 37eel 3R yraers dar & d$an &
qrY &rel @ A
o The FM emphasised active outreach by the RRB branches located in MSME clusters to ensure credit to small and micro

enterprises in areas such as textile, wooden furniture, leather, food processing, packing materials, and engineering
and machine tools.

fa #9  vATHTAE Farel A TUd AR @t carT 8 A gEH 3eTAT B Wad HOT GARTA el & fow
ﬂﬁw:rqgwirtﬂWﬁm,%@hmﬁm,mmwﬁw,m,mm,ﬂﬁwm,aﬂtgsﬁﬁuﬁwﬁrmﬁ:r
3YHIOT S &TET A

e She observed that these areas hold immense potential for increasing the loan portfolio of RRBs to MSMEs.

3egiel ¢ T 37 &1AT & AR F HOT NERITAAT FI THUHTHS dh ToTd ST IR HFHTGATT & |
¢ Ms. Sitharaman said all RRBs should have their own updated technology stack to stay relevant, especially when digital

and mobile banking services are boosting financial access to regions like northeastern States and hilly regions, which
have limited physical connectivity.

AN HIRATT 7 Fgl o T IR & o7 a3z dlg@fAhr T giar a1fiev arfd I TakF oot 3§, [T &7 & 59
Rfoea ik wMarger Ao Fare sTR-qdf Tt 3R TR A ORY & A facher ugw W e @ € Sel aridiReE wafFefad

oA g

e She also cautioned sponsor banks and RRBs to recognise the challenges ahead and urged them to continue focusing on
maintaining asset quality, expanding digital services, and ensuring robust corporate governance.

3eglel UrieTeh depl 3R AR 1 31 arell IAadl &l ggarta @1 darast & 3R 3o¢ Wy Joraar S0 3@,
fSforeer Qam3it 1 TaR #= IR ASEg FiRe Taeia FRARTT w W CF= Hiod e H Sl

e She urged RRBs to put greater thrust on the clear identification of beneficiaries while sanctioning loans under various

schemes.

3egiel AR § AT A3t & g KU1 Flehdd ld AT AT I FUSC Tgarel W 38 SR S & I8

R

e She also emphasized that there should be focus on scaling up agriculture credit disbursement.

3egie g o1 91 fear o $f o1 fAaor &1 seld W eare higd fhar s anfee|

e The %100 crore MSME credit guarantee scheme announced during the Budget would soon be placed before the Cabinet

for approval.

qo1e & STl B 3100 05 1 THTHUAS Hi3T AIRE Aarer 1 Ffaae At Al & AT steq & ge&ga far smwam|

[nactivated COVID-19 vaccine CoronaVac associated with TTP

IGS Paper llI: Basic Science |

The Hindu Bureau

A study published in the
journal Frontiers of Medi-
cine has found an associa-
tion between the inactivat-

ed COVID-19 vaccine
CoronaVac from Sinovac
Biotech and immune

thrombotic thrombocyto-
penic purpura (TTP). The
study presents two cases of
TTP occurring after the ad-
ministration of the vac-
cine, highlighting the po-
tential association between
this type of vaccine and

TTP. The article also pro-
vides an analysis of TTP in-
cidence in the Nanjing area
of China, suggesting a pos-
sible correlation between
COVID-19 vaccination and
the occurrence of TTP.
The first case details a
23-year-old female who de-
veloped symptoms of TTP
three days after receiving
her second dose of Corona-
Vac. Initially presenting
with dizziness and weak-
ness, her condition pro-
gressed to include throm-
bocytopenia,  anaemia,

elevated lactate dehydro-
genase (LDH), and hydrox-
ybutyrate dehydrogenase
(-HBDH) levels, with furth-
er deterioration indicated
by decreased platelet
count, haemoglobin levels,
and the presence of schis-
tocytes in peripheral blood
smears. Her condition im-
proved following the intro-
duction of glucocorticoids,
plasma exchange, and ri-
tuximab, with a gradual re-
turn to normal values for
ADAMTS13 antigen and in-
hibitory antibodies.

The second case in-
volves a 45-year-old female
who experienced fever and
muscle soreness five days
after her second dose of
CoronaVac. She presented
with high fever, haemato-
logical ~ abnormalities,
acute renal failure, and
thrombocytopenia. ~ She
was finally diagnosed with
TTP based on the presence
of schistocytes in peripher-
al blood smears and signif-
icantly low ADAMTSI3 le-
vels. Treatment with
plasma exchange and glu-

cocorticoids led to her
recovery.

Incidence rates

The study also examines a
series of TTP cases from 14
hospitals in the Nanjing
area, showing an increase
in TTP incidence from
2019 to 2022 that may be
related to COVID-19 vacci-
nation. The data suggests
that while TTP is rare —
about one new case per
million - the incidence
rates increased in years fol-
lowing the initiation of CO-

Inactivated COVID-19 vaccine CoronaVac associated with TTP

fafSea CcovID-19 dFlie FRAd® & AT T AT Ir=™AT

e A study published in the journal Frontiers of Medicine has found an association between the inactivated COVID-19 vaccine
CoronaVac from Sinovac Biotech and immune thrombotic thrombocytopenic purpura (TTP).

wiead e ARRT i & gl ve rvaee o asaldsw aRRE & AT CoVID-19 dadfiar FRmdF ik s7ga
NFafeE graraEefas [ (&) & & v e 9w g
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VID-19 vaccination cam-
paigns. It is hypothesised
that the increase in TTP
cases could be associated
with the vaccines, alth-
ough a direct causal link is
not established.

The report delves into
the potential mechanisms
by which COVID-19 vac-
cines could trigger TTP, fo-
cusing on the autoimmune
response that may cross-
react with ADAMTSI3,
leading to its deficiency
and subsequent TTP deve-
lopment.
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The study presents two cases of TTP occurring after the administration of the vaccine, highlighting the potential association
between this type of vaccine and TTP.

AT FH JFENAT & 91 8l el A & T ATHeAT T AaR0T A 137 &, S 39 YR & dordT iR At & i

Tfad TEY T 39PR FT B
The article also provides an analysis of TTP incidence in the Nanjing area of China, suggesting a possible correlation
between COVID-19 vaccination and the occurrence of TTP.

J@ FAT F AT a7 F AN i geamnt 1 Favor off Far = & S coviD-19 dFdiaer ik Hdd fir gear &
9 gnfaa Geer @ g dr #l

The first case details a 23-year-old female who developed symptoms of TTP three days after receiving her second dose of
CoronaVac.

qgell ATFC 23 autT AfgeT F1 8, [ST0H FRdS F @l G oA F AT e a1 FEd & e fawfaa g

Initially presenting with dizziness and weakness, her condition progressed to include thrombocytopenia, anaemia,
elevated lactate dehydrogenase (LDH), and hydroxybutyrate dehydrogenase (-HBDH) levels.

IR H gFhT 3R FASNT T RS, 39 AT AT P dedT Frarage @y, vafaar, 53 d9ee Bemsaas (LDH) 3k
gTssiidaegfele fBgmsgisiae (-HBDH) &R & &Y g3l

Further deterioration indicated by decreased platelet count, haemoglobin levels, and the presence of schistocytes in
peripheral blood smears.

3T & f99E A wdede #F3e A wAT, RAEEdaa Tl A e, 3R aRthter sas Raad & Redagew & suitafa &
Gohc fAem|

Her condition improved following the introduction of glucocorticoids, plasma exchange, and rituximab, with a gradual
return to normal values for ADAMTS13 antigen and inhibitory antibodies.

3aht f&ufa & se@iifiaIgsy, carear vawds, 3R Refdwda & 3w & ae gur §3ﬂ,3ﬁ?@é1@ﬂaw13ﬁaa?r3ﬂt
shfved Eeider & a@ey #E 7 9R-eR gl g3

The second case involves a 45-year-old female who experienced fever and muscle soreness five days after her second
dose of CoronaVac.

qEXT ATHC 45 q¥fa Afgen o1 &, fSae PRI B @l G & 9 e §1g §@R AR AGIRET # g8 F7 Hege1a g3l
She presented with high fever, haematological abnormalities, acute renal failure, and thrombocytopenia.
3% 39 @R, FARIAI S FWHIAT, dig 7 AT fawerar, iR ghraamenfaar & & kg

She was diagnosed with TTP based on the presence of schistocytes in peripheral blood smears and significantly low
ADAMTS13 levels.

3o Y &1 e AR sars TPt o faeamsew 3R vvewdvw 13 T’ & Hgcaqul ®el & R @ fhar .|
Treatment with plasma exchange and glucocorticoids led to her recovery.
CATSHT TFHDS 3R TTRIRIERIZTH & ITUR § 3oTehl JUR g3l

The study also examines a series of TTP cases from 14 hospitals in the Nanjing area, showing an increase in TTP
incidence from 2019 to 2022 that may be related to COVID-19 vaccination.

et H AT 8T & 14 3reqarel § A&t F AR BT @er 1 o AT fRar ar §, S 2019 F 2022 e St Ay
Tt 7 gefdr femreh §, S COVID-19 dardiieterst & wafdd g |encll B

The data suggests that while TTP is rare — about one new case per million, the incidence rates increased in years
following the initiation of COVID-19 vaccination campaigns.

31iehs S € T Stafer St goler § — oemersT vk e Aen wfar fAfdaer, CovID-19 dwfietere ffamat &1 gresna &
aTe oSt # w3t B e 7 g g3 &l

It is hypothesised that the increase in TTP cases could be associated with the vaccines, although a direct causal link is not
established.

I A Ir 1 & fob A&t & Amwret 7 gefr dF q I 87 Tehll &, gTelifeh Ueh YedaT FROMcHS Hae T 8T
forar arr g

The report delves into the potential mechanisms by which COVID-19 vaccines could trigger TTP, focusing on the
autoimmune response that may crossreact with ADAMTS13, leading to its deficiency and subsequent TTP development.

RO & I o fazawor fRar arm § fF COVID-19 & 8 &t Y 3cteet T Hohdl g, AT 9 4 3ifelsrgs gfafrar
eI higd fhaT AT §, S vdiveadiva13 § gfafhar X @oar g, oas aRumHaTasg sadr Far 3R ag &7 Hddr &1

e giar gl
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Why Cambodia’s H5N1 reassortant
virus needs close monitoring

All available data suggest human infections caused by the reassortant virus are attributed to direct poultry-to-human
transmission, with no evidence of human-to-human spread

IGS Paper IlI: Basic Science |

er, this indicates an intro-
duction of a sublineage of
clade 2.3.2.1c viruses with
a common ancestor detect-

The Hindu Bureau

Time for stepped-up surveillance

Since October 2023, the reassortant virus has caused 14 human cases and three deaths

ore than 10
years without

an H5N1 ed in poultry in Vietnam
y Camb: ® The reassortment was m Till date, three m The first m The second spillover dI p b r{th £
5 casg, aAmbo- due to mixing of the deaths caused by spillover to to humans, which an *395’ Ut the €xact in-
dia suddenly witnessed a gene segments from the reassortant virus two related began in October 2023, troduction pathway can-
spurt of H5N1 cases in hu- clade 2.3.2.1c known to have been reported individuals in involved 14 cases and not be pinpointed due to
mans, with 16 cases report- circulate in Southeast Asia but no human-to- February 2023 six deaths. The second gaps in available surveil-
with newer 2.3.4.4b clade human spread has involved clade spillover is marked by a =

ed between February 2023 that has spread globally been reported 2.3.2.1cvirus novel reassortant virus. lance data. ’
and August 2024 caused by Though the phenotypic
A/H5 clade 2.3.2.1¢ viruses. contributions of newly in-

m The detection of PB2 627K
mutation in the novel reassortant
genotype is a concern. The PB2
627« mutation is associated with
increased mammalian adaptation

m The exact origins of the
reassortment are unclear. But

tha reassortment has likely been
facilitatad by nigh-density poultry
farming, wild bird migration, and

m Close monitoring of
the novel reassortant
g=notype for signs of
increased mammalian
adaptation is

troduced clade 2.3.4.4b in-
ternal gene segments have
yet to be elucidated, the

If the sudden spurt in cases
was already concerning, 14
cases were caused by a no-

vel mixing or reassortment
of A/H5NI1 virus. The reas-
sortment was due to mix-
ing of the gene segments
from clade 2.3.2.1c known
to circulate in Southeast

Asia with the newer

2.34.4b clade that has

spread globally.
Investigations  found

that three human cases
were in contact with sick
poultry or bird drop-
pings. Till date, three
deaths caused by the reas-
sortant virus have been re-
ported. However, no hu-
man-to-human spread has
been reported till date.

In a preprint, which is
yet to be peer-reviewed,
posted on November 5, a
team led by the Pasteur In-
stitute in Cambodia pu-
blished a detailed genetic
analysis of the novel H5NI1
reassortant, which yielded
new details on the spillover
timeline and emphasised
the need for stepped-up
surveillance.

For each human case, a
collaborative One Health
investigation was conduct-
ed, which was able to link
the human cases to infect-
ed poultry through rapid
whole genome sequenc-
ing. The rapid assessment
through genome sequenc-
ing and linking the human
cases to poultry enabled
rapid response and control
measures.

Clade 2.3.2.1c viruses in
poultry were first reported

wss—b order poultry trade

/

and airborne transmission in ferrat,s

necessary

il #ﬁv *

W .
— 4
L,.. - '
in Cambodia in March 2014  unclear. However, the reas-

and one human case
caused by this clade the-
reafter was also reported
from Cambodia. The clade
2.3.2.1c viruses continued
to circulate since 2014. Ho-
wever, clade 2.3.4.4b virus-
es were first detected in
live bird markets in Cam-
bodia in 2021, co-circulat-
ing with clade 2.3.2.1c
viruses.

There were two spillov-
ers to humans, with the
first occurring in February
2023 involving clade
2.3.2.1c viruses when two
related individuals were
detected and death of one
person. The second spil-
lover to humans began in
October 2023. Between
October 2023 and the end
of August 2024, Cambodia
has reported 14 cases with
six deaths. The second spil-
lover is marked by a novel
reassortant virus.

According to the auth-
ors, the exact origins of
this reassortment are still

sortment has very likely
been “facilitated by high-
density poultry farming,
wild bird migration, and
cross-border poultry
trade in the region, high-
lighting the ongoing risk of
zoonotic transmission in
Southeast Asia”.
Apparently, after the
emergence of the novel
reassortant genotype, the
clade 2.3.2.1c is no longer
in circulation in poultry in
Cambodia. “Novel reassor-
tant replaced the circulat-
ing 2.3.2.1c clade in Cam-
bodian poultry,” Jurre Y.
Siegers, from the Institut
Pasteur du Cambodge,
Phnom Penh, Cambodia
and the first author of the
preprint said in a post in X
(formerly Twitter). “All
available data suggest hu-
man infections are attri-
buted to direct poultry-to-
human transmission, with
no evidence of human-to-
human spread.”
Phylogenetic analysis of

the HA gene segment un-
dertaken by the research-
ers reveals that all A/HS5 vi-
ruses sequenced from
human cases belong to
clade 2.3.2.1c. According to
the authors, the virus res-
ponsible for the February
2023 case in humans was
closely related to clade
2.3.2.1c A/H5N1 viruses
that has been circulating in
Cambodian poultry and
wild birds since 2013.

Significant divergence

But since October 2023,
the hemagglutinin (HA) se-
quences from both hu-
mans and poultry in Cam-
bodia displayed significant
divergence from earlier
Cambodia strains. “These
HA genes clustered with
two duck samples from
Vietnam during July and
August 2023, and were de-
rived from a sublineage of
clade 2.3.2.1.c continuous-
ly detected in Laos during
October 2020 and May
2023,” they write. “Togeth-

presence of certain amino
acid mutations in both hu-
man and poultry viruses in
the gene segment of
2.3.4.4b  suggests en-
hanced capacity for mam-
malian infection, they
note. “To better under-
stand the zoonotic risk that
these viruses pose, further
risk assessment in silico, ex
vivo, in vivo, and in vitro is
critical. In addition, the de-
tection of the PB2 627K
mutation in the novel reas-
sortant genotype in poul-
try is also a concern, as it
may become established in
widespread circulation,”
they caution. The PB2
627K mutation is associat-
ed with increased mamma-
lian adaptation and air-
borne transmission in
ferrets. This underscores
the need for close monitor-
ing of the novel reassortant
genotype for signs of in-
creased mammalian
adaptation.

This makes it critical to
carry out sustained surveil-
lance of avian influenza vi-
rus circulation in poultry
and wild birds, particularly
in high-risk regions like
Southeast Asia. Simultane-
ously, awareness pro-
grammes to reduce human
exposure to infected poul-
try is paramount. Also im-
portant is building aware-
ness about safe handling
practices, and encouraging
early healthcare seeking
behaviour, says Dr. Siegers.

Why Cambodia’s H5N1 reassortant virus needs close monitoring

HAIf3AT F HEN1 NI aRRA i F [AoRE A 3maegsmar F74i &

o All available data suggest human infections caused by the reassortant virus are attributed to direct poultry-to-human
transmission, with no evidence of human-to-human spread.

Tl 3Ty ST T§ P & & b RAMWAIET aRRH & HROT AT HhAUT MY I & AT H HHAVT & HROT g g,
3R ATFT-V-ATAT U1 FT HIg YA 8T gl

¢ More than 10 years without any H5N1 case, Cambodia suddenly withessed a spurt of H5SN1 cases in humans, with 16 cases
reported between February 2023 and August 2024 caused by A/H5 clade 2.3.2.1c viruses.
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10 a8t & 3T FHT e H5NL HT HI$ AT 61 il & dle, ShalisdT H leieh Hieldl § H5N1 HHel # gefer oair
s, o a# wadt 2023 31 39 2024 & T A/HS FaF 2.3.2.1¢ IR &aRT 16 AA Raie fwe amvy

o If the sudden spurt in cases was already concerning, 14 cases were caused by a novel mixing or reassortment of A/HS5N1
virus.

Ife ATl 7 e gefd g @ Ridreter o, @ 14 Ael A/HSNL aRRE & AT fsmr ar Ramaicsde & ror 3

e The reassortment was due to mixing of the gene segments from clade 2.3.2.1c known to circulate in Southeast Asia with the
newer 2.3.4.4b clade that has spread globally.

% Rameicae SfRor-qa v & wafad #9435 2.3.2.1¢c & Sl I & AT 3R AT 2.3.4.4b FAg & ARFw &7 § Selel

& PRUT EIHT AT

¢ Investigations found that three human cases were in contact with sick poultry or bird droppings.
Srer # Ig 9rm I foh el ATd AT HT ok AR FqIAT a1 9fE@y F 7w @ |

o Till date, three deaths caused by the reassortant virus have been reported. However, no human-to-human spread has been
reported till date.

3 d, Ramaiée arRyT A &l RO & 715 §1 gelifh, 31§ dF s AT-Q-AAT FEOT 7 RAE A8 &l B

e In a preprint, which is yet to be peer-reviewed, posted on November 5, a team led by the Pasteur Institute in Cambodia
published a detailed genetic analysis of the novel H5N1 reassortant, which yielded new details on the spillover timeline and
emphasised the need for stepped-up surveillance.

5 AdaY I YehIRIT Toh e #, S 3l a% dgehll-gehfard AE g3 &, FaEA F eIy WU IR Aded fRe v
Teh gl o AT H5N1 RATaTee &l faedd efafieh [aeeivor gerrlia fovar, forad Raasitay egaamsa W v fdeavor aes
3T 3R AR See Y 3raegdar W SR T |

e« For each human case, a collaborative One Health investigation was conducted, which was able to link the human cases to
infected poultry through rapid whole genome sequencing.

T AT ATH & AU, Teh HGANcHS TeT e Sl &l 1S, ST doll ¥ Y S HTHAVT & ACIH § AT HAHell Sl
HehAd T & Sser # werw o

e The rapid assessment through genome sequencing and linking the human cases to poultry enabled rapid response and
control measures.

AT ITHATT & ATCIA § AR FHedichel 3R ATd AHell 1 {I & Siisel § caRa gfafhar 3R f@g=or suri wr
TeTe ol

e Clade 2.3.2.1c viruses in poultry were first reported in Cambodia in March 2014 and one human case caused by this clade
thereafter was also reported from Cambodia.

Saifsar # #qFT A FAT 2.3.2.1c AW Tgel IR A 2014 H RAIE fawar aray a1 3R 56F 91¢ 36 Fols @ U AW
A ot Fafsar @ RAe forar ar=ar |

e The clade 2.3.2.1c viruses continued to circulate since 2014. However, clade 2.3.4.4b viruses were first detected in live bird
markets in Cambodia in 2021, co-circulating with clade 2.3.2.1c viruses.

FAS 2.3.2.1c IRRF 2014 T YT H @ &1 8Tlifeh, FAS 2.3.4.4b IR—RA Ugall dR 2021 H FEISAT & Sifad geft soRT &
qrT 917 F, ST Fag 2.3.2.1c IRRA & A1 Jg-9491Rd & & Il

e There were two spillovers to humans, with the first occurring in February 2023 involving clade 2.3.2.1c viruses when two
related individuals were detected and death of one person.

AleTar # a’rﬁqarsﬂawgtr , {7 @ ggoll BRadr 2023 & g3 o7, forgH Felg 2.3.2.1c I AT &, 59 & gefd

IfFTT T I Tel AR Tk cqfFT N Fg &5

e The second spillover to humans began in October 2023. Between October 2023 and the end of August 2024, Cambodia
has reported 14 cases with six deaths. The second spillover is marked by a novel reassortant virus.

HioTal 3 gaRT U3 ey 2023 # [E EIM| e 2023 3R IEA 2024 F 37 & 7, HIAT A 14 AAA &
a1y 6 #idl i R $i g1 q@u Foesiax e v Ramiée arRe garr R g

e According to the authors, the exact origins of this reassortment are still unclear. However, the reassortment has very likely
been “facilitated by high-density poultry farming, wild bird migration, and cross-border poultry trade in the region, highlighting
the ongoing risk of zoonotic transmission in Southeast Asia.”

G & TN, 6 RATGIEAT &1 FE 3cuiar 33y o Tuse w7gT §| grelifen, Ig RAMAICHT “3e4 Ueleq arer F{afT qrer,
ge uferal & yarw, 3R &t & WaAr 9 7{pEft SR gEn g Herae: glaurstes g3 ¢, o gfRror-qd e & Sponfes
HTROT & ongoing STEH &I 3R HIAT &l

Emergence of Novel Reassortant Genotype in Cambodia
FAISAT H AC RIATEe AACBT FT 30T

o Apparently, after the emergence of the novel reassortant genotype, the clade 2.3.2.1c is no longer in circulation in poultry in
Cambodia.

TIse §9 4, A¢ RI@iée Sy & 3R & o, Fa48 2.3.2.1¢ 39 halisaqr # AT & yeed & @1 &

* “Novel reassortant replaced the circulating 2.3.2.1c clade in Cambodian poultry,” Jurre Y. Siegers, from the Institut Pasteur du
Cambodge, Phnom Penh, Cambodia and the first author of the preprint said in a post in X (formerly Twitter).

"wrar Raraiée A waifsar # #qaff & gafad 2.3.2.1c FAs @ sqo foar sg¥ v. e, S FafEar & sReege deegp @ @
AR MW & ggd @ ¢, a4 X ([@ 7 fAe) W U diee #H FgTl

o “All available data suggest human infections are attributed to direct poultry-to-human transmission, with no evidence of
human-to-human spread.”

"THT SUSSE 3T Ig GoUd &l & foh HeTd HehAUT WY HIA-J-ATT TeROT & HROT g1d €, 3R ATTa-J-ATeTd FaI0T 7
HIg GHTOT eI g1

¢ Phylogenetic analysis of the HA gene segment undertaken by the researchers reveals that all A/H5 viruses sequenced from
human cases belong to clade 2.3.2.1c.

MERATHT g@RT fhT 1T HA SfieT & 3Te1a RIS favelvor & g Gerrar g3 & & F@elt A/HE IR, S AT Aweell |
3fehiAd T aTT 9, A5 2.3.2.1c ¥ Hefd g
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e According to the authors, the virus responsible for the February 2023 case in humans was closely related to clade 2.3.2.1¢c
A/H5N1 viruses that have been circulating in Cambodian poultry and wild birds since 2013.

AWR! & ITAR, BEL 2023 H ARGl H 3T AHST & [T [SFACR a—RE FA3 2.3.2.1¢ A/HENL aRRE & Hefed AT, 5t
2013 @ whaifsar dr #Iff AR Serelr aferat & Her g o7l

e But since October 2023, the hemagglutinin (HA) sequences from both humans and poultry in Cambodia displayed significant
divergence from earlier Cambodia strains.

oifeheT JrFgaT 2023 @, HafAT & ARTal 3R FAT & ured gATARTAT (HA) 3TshAl # gl T HalfsaqT Taal & Hgeaqor
feetar <&t 13|

e “These HA genes clustered with two duck samples from Vietnam during July and August 2023, and were derived from a
sublineage of clade 2.3.2.1c continuously detected in Laos during October 2020 and May 2023,” they write.

" HA ST TR & &) S & oA & Sorrg 3N I 2023 7 THR §U, AR A1 H deFga¥ 2020 AR A7AF 2023
& GRIeT SRMAR 91U 31T Fa5 2.3.2.1c T 39-37 & el 4" T @ €

e “Together, this indicates an introduction of a sublineage of clade 2.3.2.1¢ viruses with a common ancestor detected in poultry
in Vietnam and Laos, but the exact introduction pathway cannot be pinpointed due to gaps in available surveillance data.”

"H1Y H, Ig fagderd 3R e A Gt A 91v v v @EeT qae & 61U FAS 2.3.2.1c IR AT 39-927 H al=y
gATAT &, dfhed 3Ucle¥l IR 32T & R & HRUT Téld IRIT ART T 9gar=T =167 $Hr o1 Fohdl gl"

e Though the phenotypic contributions of newly introduced clade 2.3.4.4b internal gene segments have yet to be elucidated, the
presence of certain amino acid mutations in both human and poultry viruses in the gene segment of 2.3.4.4b suggests
enhanced capacity for mammalian infection, they note.

gTelifeh o0 IREATfoId F48 2.3.4.4b & 3TdARF ST AIFHCH & haAlesF ANerer 31 373 d& Tase 717 fhar amar §, et
2.3.4.4b & SiieT e & ARd 3R I et gt d Fo Al vfs sealada & suieufa Faaud @waor S fau
S} &FAAT &l G2TdT §, I e X &l

e “To better understand the zoonotic risk that these viruses pose, further risk assessment in silico, ex vivo, in vivo, and in vitro is
critical.”

"SoT IRIAT ¥ Blel dTel Seifed AMBH &1 dgdT T A FHS & AT, 31197 &1 WA Hediwe s fAfaw!, v fR@a), oo
fra, sik g7 QY & Fgcaqol 1"

e “In addition, the detection of the PB2 627K mutation in the novel reassortant genotype in poultry is also a concern, as it may
become established in widespread circulation,” they caution.

"z 3ifaRerd, Feft & AU Ra@iée sielersy # PB2 627K Scalada &1 gdr o@men o =i &1 fawa 8, Fifh gg <
TER # TS g TRl 8" d Adaet &d g

e The PB2 627K mutation is associated with increased mammalian adaptation and airborne transmission in ferrets.
PB2 627K 3cqRaclel ol Hatl FATURT Hefeheret 3R $eH A argdiied F=ROT & B

e This underscores the need for close monitoring of the novel reassortant genotype for signs of increased mammalian
adaptation.

Ig AT RArdiée Aty T TaTur eJqae § gefl & Hehal & [T HIT IR B ITaeTehd ST I@ifhd T &

e This makes it critical to carry out sustained surveillance of avian influenza virus circulation in poultry and wild birds,
particularly in high-risk regions like Southeast Asia.

safaT, gfRior-qd ofr S ST arel st & #eft AR ST afErat & vfae o aRE & JoR i gad e
AT HEedqoT &1 STl g

e Simultaneously, awareness programmes to reduce human exposure to infected poultry is paramount.
1Y &, ATal F WHfA qAt & T T FHH Aol & TAT TGl HrIshaA! I Fellelel HATTR T

e Also important is building awareness about safe handling practices, and encouraging early healthcare seeking behavior, says

Dr. Siegers.
FifEra gsfoer AFew & ok & SEredhdr Ferer AR TRAF Fareey d@ate H 3R Nedfed Har o Jgcaqul 8, Fad 8
sT. faerd|

Caterpillar Fungus Can Slow Down Growth of Cancer Cells

FReR worw FIX FRAFT A I5fT F ofiom & aFar @

o New research into a chemical produced by a caterpillar fungus has shown promise as a
possible cancer treatment.

RN HIE ganT 3cuifea vF TWEfAE 9erd W U v Av i § I GHEAT JaT
7 ¢ % g% FW 3UAR & WEF & AHhdT ¢

o The chemical Cordycepin interrupts the cell growth signals that are overactive in
cancer.

down growth of cancer cells e aypsaf s o st afra PR ey Tt # FaT B

New research into a chemical produced by a . This approach could be less damaging to healthy tissues than most currently available
caterpillar fungus that has shown promise as a treatments

possible cancer treatment has revealed how it
interacts with genes to interrupt cell growth

Caterpillar fungus can slow

signals. The chemical Cordycepin, interrupts the
cell growth signals that are overactive in cancer,
an approach that could be less damaging to
healthy tissues than most currently available
treatments. Cordycepin is converted to
cordycepin triphosphate, and this molecule was
found to directly affect cancer cells.

g RHT ITATT H TS AR START T Jolell H TTET Jclohl I A gliel tl'g*?ﬂ?r

arelr g FehdT gl
o Cordycepin is converted to cordycepin triphosphate, and this molecule was found to
directly affect cancer cells.

HISAT @ FEART cwiehe & deor fear Srar g, 3R Ig 307 A1 dR | &
FIRABB3T W 3T STeram B
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Daytime Sleepiness May Be Tied to Dementia
Syndrome

R % T B ST R ge ReR e @
ST &1 Hehell &

. Older people who are sleepy during the day or lack enthusiasm for activities due
to sleep issues may be more likely to develop a syndrome that can lead to dementia.

I S T T R o e e & A e et v
. LI\ - v = e g : : ‘
GS Paper lll: Basic Science & “ﬁﬁﬁm # 3cA1E @ AT AGGH A §, 3 39 A &1 RSN & Tohd &, S
f3ARaT &1 FROT I FhT F

Daytm]e Sleepiness may be . People with the syndrome have a slow walking speed and have some memory

> - issues, although they do not have a mobility disability or dementia.
tied to dementia syndrome  Rigw & 0z oo it afr & weR § 3N Fo TR FHEE A &, greAits 3o
Older people who are sleepy during the day or

g H1s Afaeiierar Rsaierar ar BaARr 7g g
lack enthusiasm for activities due to sleep issues

. Called motoric cognitive risk syndrome, the condition can occur before
may be more likely to develop a syndrome that

dementia develops.
can lead to dementia. People with the syndrome il R Rghr et e &, 30 4 BAR S @ 9w &
have a slow walking speed and have some

HehT Bl
memory issues, although they do not have a . The study does not prove that these sleep-related issues cause the syndrome, it
mobility disability or dementia. Called motoric

only shows an association.
cognitive risk syndrome, the condition can occur N Ig FHIOIT gl T & I e Tl FATAT A FI HROT T &, T8
before dementia develops. The study does not

hael Ueh §EE I gATdT g
prove that these sleep-related issues cause the
syndrome, it only shows an association.

DNA Evidence of People Buried in Volcanic Eruption

sareH@l fATele # qhe e F1 Svav wed

. In 79 CE, the active volcanic system in southern ltaly known as Somma-Vesuvius
erupted, burying the small Roman town of Pompeii and everyone in it.

79 $E A, cfarol geol A Fua afhy Saramgd! yorel WiFar-agfaasd o faewe far,
Sa 9iFds ATHF B AFT IR 3R 3TH T@el arel T AT ghel @1 a7 |

. Now, ancient DNA collected shows that individuals’ sexes and family relationships do
not match traditional interpretations formulated largely from modern-day assumptions — an
adult wearing a golden bracelet and holding a child, traditionally interpreted as a mother and
child, were an unrelated adult male and child.

379, Tha ThU T Yrdied SITAT F 9T doldl & o eafaddr @r felar 3R aiRaiRes dey
URUR AR & A el Wi, S &I & 4 3YfAh-day A R eRd O —
qIEh St @1 1 IR Tg §U AT AR U = F 969 gU AT, O IRURE § & O Al
IR TeT F F9 7 ArERa BRI T AT, 9% aFad A U AT aqE s TN 3R aer o

HAEOLOGICAL PARK OF POMPEII

gGs Paper I: Geography
DNA evidence of people
buried in volcanic eruption

In 79 CE, the active volcanic system in southern
Italy known as Somma-Vesuvius erupted, burying
the small Roman town of Pompeii and everyone
in it. Now, ancient DNA collected shows that
individuals’ sexes and family relationships do not
match traditional interpretations formulated
largely from modern-day assumptions — an adult
wearing a golden bracelet and holding a child,
traditionally interpreted as a mother and child,
were an unrelated adult male and child.

India will fail to meet 2025 TB ‘elimination’ target

[GS Paper II: Health Sector |

R. Prasad

In March 2018, Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi set
an ambitious goal of “elim-
inating” TB by 2025, five
years ahead of the United
Nations Sustainable Deve-
lopment Goals (SDG) dea-
dline set for 2030. Mr. Mo-
di reiterated the
government’s goal of
“eliminating” TB by 2025
even in March 2023 while
inaugurating the One
World TB Summit 2023 in
Varanasi.

The SDG targets for
2030 is 90% reduction in
TB deaths compared with
2015 and 80% reduction in
TB incidence compared
with 2015. As per WHO’s
post-2015 End TB Strategy,
compared with 2015, coun-
tries are required to meet
the 2025 milestones of re-

ducing TB deaths by 75%,
and reducing TB incidence
rate by 50%. But as per the
WHO Global TB Report
2024 and the India TB Re-
port 2024 released a few
days ago, India will not be
able to even meet the 2025
milestones set by the WHO
End TB Strategy, let alone
achieving the ambitious
goal of “eliminating” TB by
2025.

According to the India
TB Report 2024, the TB in-
cidence rate in India in
2015 was 237 per 1,00,000
population and the mortal-
ity rate was 28 per
1,00,000 population in
2015. According  to
the WHO global TB report
2024, the TB incidence
rate for India in 2023 was
195 per 1,00,000 popula-
tion. It was 199 per
1,00,000 in 2022. In the

- -

.

Lagging: Even in 2023, India has not met the 2020 milestones of the
End TB Strategy for both TB incidence and deaths. GETTY IMAGES

case of TB mortality, the
rate was 22 per 1,00,000
population in 2023, down
from 23 per one lakh in
2022. As per the WHO re-
port, the TB incidence rate
in India had reduced by
18% between 2015 and
2023, while the reduction
in the total number of TB
deaths between 2015 and
2023 was only 24%. Since

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

the End TB Strategy 2025
milestone requires 75% re-
duction in the total num-
ber of TB deaths and 50%
reduction in TB incidence,
India has to reduce the TB
death rate from 28 per
1,00,000 in 2015 to seven
per 1,00,000 by 2025 and
the TB incidence rate from
237 per 1,00,000 in 2015 to
118.5 per 1,00,000 by 2025.

Not only will India fail to
“eliminate” TB by 2025, it
will not even be able to
meet even the End TB Stra-
tegy 2025 milestones for
TB incidence and the total
number of TB deaths.
Worse, even in 2023, In-
dia has not met the 2020
milestones of the End TB
Strategy for both TB inci-
dence and deaths. As per
the End TB Strategy target
for 2020, there should
have been a 35% reduction
in the number of TB deaths
compared with 2015 and
20% reduction in TB inci-
dence rate compared with
2015. With only 24% reduc-
tion in the total number of
TB deaths and 18% reduc-
tion in TB incidence bet-
ween 2015 and 2023, India
has not even met the 2020
milestones for TB deaths
and TB incidence even

three years after the 2020
target date.

India did not meet the
‘elimination’ targets set for
2023 by the India’s Nation-
al Strategic Plan for TB
elimination: 20172025 re-
port published in 2017 —
reducing the estimated TB
incidence rate per lakh
population to 77, and re-
ducing the estimated TB
deaths per 1,00,000 popu-
lation to six.

Despite the very slow
progress in reducing TB in-
cidence and deaths and far
from “eliminating” TB by
2025, a November 5 PIB re-
lease says India achieved a
“noteworthy 17.7% decline
in TB incidence from 2015
to 2023, a rate that is over
twice the global average
decline of 8.3%”, as report-
ed by the WHO Global TB
Report 2024.
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India will fail to meet 2025 TB ‘elimination’ target

HRA 2025 aF el 3eHele T a8 AT A A RAber w@am

Elimination of TB by 2025
2025 @ &t FT 3T

In March 2018, Prime Minister Narendra Modi set an ambitious goal of “eliminating” TB by 2025, five years ahead of the United
Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) deadline set for 2030.

AT 2018 H, TUTHAHAT dew AN o 2025 Teh el & “IeHelel” T Ueh Hecdlial gy TR fohar, it @ged Tse wad

R @& (SDG) Fr 2030 AT THT AT & 9T ATl Ugel AT

Mr. Modi reiterated the government’s goal of “eliminating” TB by 2025 even in March 2023 while inaugurating the One World TB
Summit 2023 in Varanasi.

AT 2023, A1 AT o IRIOTHT 7 37 Fos e WiAT 2023 F7 3g@C FIA §T 2025 Th ST & “Ioo{elel” HT THNT F&T
i & glgrm|

The SDG targets for 2030 are 90% reduction in TB deaths compared with 2015 and 80%b reduction in TB incidence compared with 2015.
2030 % foIT SDG weait # 2015 % FHbrael el FcT &I H 90% 3R el ThaAvT & H 80% T FeT ¢

According to WHO’s post-2015 End TB Strategy, countries are required to meet the 2025 milestones of reducing TB deaths by 75%, and
reducing TB incidence rate by 50% compared to 2015.

WHO 72015 % a1g #T U8 &l TSl o 378, =i Y 2025 oo 75% Hicil hr ST 3R 50% HhAUT T H el o &l

ofeg YT AT B, 2015 & FHehleol|

However, as per the WHO Global TB Report 2024 and the India TB Report 2024 released a few days ago, India will not be able to
meet even the 2025 milestones set by the WHO End TB Strategy, let alone achieving the ambitious goal of “eliminating” TB by 2025.

gTefifeh, WHO Feitaer &t RaIE 2024 3R #Ra &t RAIE 2024 % 378K, S 35 faeT Tl ST g5, 9IRA WHO 1 vs &t
Fealt ganT Ui 2025 % e & IeuT o FET QU FX Fehell, 3 2025 Teh ENall o “FoHolel” & Agcalehiah a&T H Ired

AT dr gy @ a1 &
According to the India TB Report 2024, the TB incidence rate in India in 2015 was 237 per 1,00,000 population and the mortality rate
was 28 per 1,00,000 population in 2015.

o &t R 2024 % I[AR, 2015 F R H & HehaAoT &3 237 WA 1,00,000 Sfereear &t 3R 7y &3 28 9fer 1,00,000
SeraEar oAt

According to the WHO Global TB Report 2024, the TB incidence rate for India in 2023 was 195 per 1,00,000 population. It was 199
per 1,00,000 in 2022.

WHO altae &t RaiE 2024 & 36TAR, 2023 7 #RA & & HhaA0T 2T 195 WA 1,00,000 SToaeear &Yl Ig 2022 # 199 wfar
1,00,000 &I

In the case of TB mortality, the rate was 22 per 1,00,000 population in 2023, down from 23 per 1,00,000 in 2022.

A Fcg X & A H, 2023 H Ig 22 9fd 1,00,000 ST AT, ST 2022 H 23 9 1,00,000 AN

As per the WHO report, the TB incidence rate in India had reduced by 18% between 2015 and 2023, while the reduction in the total
number of TB deaths between 2015 and 2023 was only 24%b.

WHO RUTE & 3TdR, R A el HHAUT T H 2015 31X 2023 & 1= 18% T T 1S ¥, Safeh 2015 3 2023 & o=y el

b gl arell el AT H hael 24% B FHT 377 T

Since the End TB Strategy 2025 milestone requires 75% reduction in the total number of TB deaths and 50%b reduction in TB incidence,
India has to reduce the TB death rate from 28 per 1,00,000 in 2015 to 7 per 1,00,000 by 2025 and the TB incidence rate from 237 per
1,00,000 in 2015 to 118.5 per 1,00,000 by 2025.

Ifeh u3 et TS 2025 Aol &1 GeeR el Hcg & H 75% FAT IR el AT T H 50% HAT T 3aRThdT T 8,
AT T 2015 & 28 9fad 1,00,000 T 2025 der 7 9fa 1,00,000 31 2015 # 237 9fa 1,00,000 & 2025 deh 118.5 Ifa 1,00,000 deh FHAT
=T grafy|

India's Progress on Tuberculosis (TB) Elimination by 2025

2025 & dafew (A 37T W sRa @ garfa

India will fail to "eliminate™ TB by 2025 and will not meet the End TB Strategy 2025 milestones for TB incidence and total TB deaths.
HRA 2025 ceh el &l "Sodelel aTgT Y ITIN 3R U5 &aft Toreffar 2025 & Argereete il &t gear AR FHor &t Al %

forw q@r =€t & grea|
Even in 2023, India has not met the 2020 milestones of the End TB Strategy for both TB incidence and deaths.
2023 1, AR & 2020 & AFeRFENT 1 U5 At A & g St wean s AT & forw qur 7t fomar

As per the End TB Strategy target for 2020, there should have been a 35% reduction in the number of TB deaths compared with 2015
and a 20% reduction in TB incidence rate compared with 2015.

Uz A&t oA 2020 F &I & ITAR, 2015 % Heprarel St Alal F 3500 A FAL AR A weAr g1 F 2000 A FA A
AeT |

India has only achieved a 24% reduction in the total number of TB deaths and an 18% reduction in TB incidence between 2015 and
2023.

AR = 2015 3K 2023 & o1 ot et AT & Faar 24% hr FAY IR A gear F 18% Hr FA g @ H &

India did not meet the 'elimination’ targets set for 2023 by India's National Strategic Plan for TB Elimination: 2017-2025 report
published in 2017.

AR o1 2017 H wahifAa (TR 1 TS Iorehifas Areter 2017-2025 RolE garr 2023 & forw feiRa seoqaer e ¢ =7@r
oy

The target for 2023 was to reduce the estimated TB incidence rate per lakh population to 77 and to reduce the estimated TB deaths per
1,00,000 population to six.
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2023 % foT oe o1 & ufa om@ Saaear 9T & "gear T o 77 d& 31 9fa 1,00,000 Seraear R ) Aldi s sgas 7
far S|

e Despite the slow progress in reducing TB incidence and deaths, India achieved a "noteworthy 17.7% decline in TB incidence from 2015
to 2023," which is more than twice the global average decline of 8.3%.

&l Tear R Aldl w1 g A e gerfa & STaele, #RA & 20159 2023 & e &l "ear # 17.7% A Ageaqot

frrae g1f@e 1, S dfRas 3ad 8.3% T ke @ 3170 gl
e This data was reported by the WHO Global TB Report 2024.
g 3ihsT WHO Jataer dret RS 2024 garr Rare frar arar am)

Question Corner

[GS Paper I: Geography |

Not volcanism

Did the world’s
best-preserved dinosaurs
really die in
‘Pompeii-type’ events?

By the 1990s, it was clear
that the so-called Yixian
Formation contained
uniquely well-preserved
remains of dinosaurs,
birds, mammals, insects,
frogs, turtles and other
creatures. Unlike the
skeletal and often
fragmentary fossils
unearthed in most other
places, many animals
came complete with
internal organs, feathers,
scales, fur and stomach
contents. It suggested
some kind of sudden,
unusual preservation
process at work. The
leading hypothesis for the

perfect fossils up to now
has been sudden burial by
volcanism, perhaps like
the waves of hot ash from
Mt. Vesuvius that
entombed many citizens of
Pompeii in A.D. 79. The
Yixian deposits have been
popularly dubbed the
“Chinese Pompeii”.
Though the Pompeii idea
is highly appealing, a study
says it is totally wrong.
Instead, the study says the
creatures were preserved
by more mundane events
including collapses of
burrows and rainy periods
that built up sediments
that buried the dead in
oxygen-free pockets.

Readers may send their questions /
answers to
questioncorner@thehindu.co.in

e o Tohar )
e The Yixian deposits have been popularly dubbed the "Chinese Pompeii."
R FaT I AT &7 F AN qrFdE Fgr 3T B
e Though the Pompeii idea is highly appealing, a study says it is totally wrong.

Not volcanism

Sareed! gl

Yixian Formation and Its Fossils

RfFTTe wa ik sas sanw

o By the 1990s, it was clear that the so-called Yixian Formation contained uniquely well-
preserved remains of dinosaurs, birds, mammals, insects, frogs, turtles, and other creatures.

1990 % &2 ofeh g TASC g1 TohT AT o qurenidd RfFwaer wa & samaR, vah,
FATURY, AT, Aew, FPU IR 3 Sfal & Iefadg &9 § WiaTdT 3@y I

o Unlike the skeletal and often fragmentary fossils unearthed in most other places, many animals
came complete with internal organs, feathers, scales, fur, and stomach contents.

HUFR 3T TUET F @iga AFra 70 Farrer 3R oy @fzg NaredAt & {odg, w8
STIeTaR 3R 331, 9@, FAT, 3o 3N 9T A AN & T 7 & § 90 a0 A

e It suggested some kind of sudden, unusual preservation process at work.

SO Ig Tohd T foh SIS 3dTeloh, AATHIET T&TOT UfhaT HIH T @r 2|

e The leading hypothesis for the perfect fossils up to now has been sudden burial by volcanism,

perhaps like the waves of hot ash from Mt. Vesuvius that entombed many citizens of Pompeii in
A.D.79.

3 deh Whae SHarRAT & AT yH@ aReeys saramd! afafafdr carm 3emes awae
S i W §, e FA A 79T GFIS F s ANIRDT P ghedled & [oIT T TF

gTelieh UiFds &1 [daR FcATted 3Meve g, T AT dgdl & & Ig QU dNE Iad ol
Instead, the study says the creatures were preserved by more mundane events including collapses of burrows and rainy periods that built
up sediments that buried the dead in oxygen-free pockets. $8& TSI, 3TETTT FHgdTl ¢ foh Sl I HF AT GTAHT aRT

TRTETT fomar arar o, fore# foeil & caed giem 3R asT &re afde &, fSegisl radest AT fhT 31T Fcenl T Aitardisr-
W TU=t A ethel T T

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS




© PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

triotic [
Patl

www.patriotic

Contact Number: 9971932488

How will Trump treat illegal Indians?

Why is the US. repatriating a large number of Indians? What are the various legally accepted

processes through which Indian citizens can enter the US.? If the focus of the Trump presidency

is expected to be on cross-border flow from Latin American countries, will Indians be affected?

IGS Paper II: Indian Diaspora |
[GS Paper II: India-US |

The story so far:
n October 22, the Department of
Homeland Security (DHS) flew a
“large-frame charter removal flight”
to repatriate Indian nationals “who
did not establish legal basis to remain in the
United States.” Royce Murray, assistant secretary
for Border and Immigration Policy at the DHS,
said the U.S. had repatriated over 1,100 Indian
nationals in the previous fiscal year.

Why were the Indians repatriated?

The U.S. officials maintain that they want to
deter “irregular migration” to the U.S. from
India among other countries, and that the
charter flight was in addition to the regular
removals that the Immigration and Customs
Enforcement department carries out through
commercial flights. The flight was aimed at
showcasing the strong will of the then
poll-bound Joseph Biden administration to
enforce immigration laws and deliver “tough
consequences for those who enter unlawfully.”

What are the ways in which irregular Indian
immigrants try to enter the U.S.?

Indians who try to enter the U.S. unlawfully
generally try to use the southern U.S. border
with Mexico and the Canada-U.S. border in the
north. The pressure is more on the Mexico-U.S.
border as several Latin American or central
American countries like Honduras, El Salvador
and Guatemala are known to provide visa-free
entry to U.S.-visa holding Indians for a period of
time. Using this facility, some people try to stay
for extended periods of time in these countries
that are known for their porous borders and

Stringent measures: A Texas delegate holds a sign during the third day of the

Anti-
immigration
measures
under
Donald
Trump will
be uniformly
implemented
and is likely
to hit Indian
immigrants
100

2024 Republican National Convention in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, on July 17. Arp

easy travel to the Texas border by using
dangerous human trafficking agents and
organisations. India has a large number of
agreements for visas with these countries that
allow for extended stays for Indian citizens. For
example, Peru is among those that waives visa
requirement for Indian nationals for business
and tourism purposes for one or more stays
totalling up to 180 days per year, provided that
they hold permanent residence or a visa valid
for a minimum of six months for Australia,
Canada, U.K., the U.S., or any Schengen country.

From which States is there a high rate of
irregular immigration?

The latest flight from the U.S. that carried the
Indian nationals landed in Punjab, an U.S.
official told the media, indicating that most of
the people on board that special flight hailed
from Punjab. The Hindu had reported in
November 2023 that from November 2022 to
September 2023, a record number of Indians —
96,917 — were arrested while crossing illegally
into the U.S., according to U.S. Customs and
Border Protection (UCBP) data. The number of
Indians trying to enter the U.S. has witnessed a
five-fold rise since 2019. Available data indicates
that Gujarat has been supplying half of the total
illegal immigrants trying to enter the U.S. There
have also been several instances of deaths of
people while trying to cross the border. In a
well-documented case, a family of four —
Jagadish Patel, Vaishaliben Patel and their two
children, Vihangi and Dharmik, froze to death as
they tried to cross from Canada into the U.S.

What is meant by lawful immigration to U.S.?
There are various legally accepted processes
through which Indian citizens immigrate to the
U.S. Every U.S. fiscal year (October 1 to
September 30) around 1,40,000
employment-based immigrant visas are made
available to qualified persons under the
provisions of U.S. immigration law.
Employment-based immigrant visas fall into five
“preference categories”. In certain cases,
spouses and children are allowed to join the
applicant. The professionals who fall in the first
three categories are persons with extraordinary
ability in the sciences, arts, education, business
or athletics, outstanding professors and
researchers with adequate experience,
multinational managers and executives.
Professionals holding advanced degrees and
persons of exceptional abilities can also apply
for immigrating lawfully to the U.S. Skilled
workers, professionals and unskilled workers
who can fill positions after two years of training
also fall in this range. The fourth category is

How will Trump treat illegal Indians?

EFY A HRCANT & TTT FAT STGER Fa?

Why is the U.S. repatriating a large number of Indians? What are the various legally accepted processes

through which Indian citizens can enter the U.S.? If the focus of the Trump presidency is expected to be on

‘Certain Special Immigrants’ that includes
professionals who work with broadcast media in
the U.S., certain employees or former
employees of the U.S. government as well as
people from conflict zones like Iraq and
Afghanistan (translators/interpreters). The fifth
category includes investors who can launch
foreign commercial enterprises in the U.S.

President-elect Donald Trump, who is known
to have used expressions like “poisoning the
blood” on the issue of immigration, has not
targeted Indians. In fact, during the closing part
of his campaign, he even spoke for protection of
the Hindu minority community in Bangladesh
which appealed to Indian-origin voters in the
U.S. That apart, Vice-President-elect J.D. Vance’s
wife Usha Chilukuri Vance is of Indian origin.
The greater part of his focus on immigration has
been turned towards the cross-border flow from
Latin American countries. However,
anti-immigration measures under him will be
uniformly implemented and is likely to hit
Indian immigrants too.

What was Trump’s policy on immigration
during his first term?
During his first stint (2017-2021), President
Trump had increased the rate of denial of HIB
visas to Indian professionals. Mr. Trump had
issued a “Buy American and Hire American”
executive order on April 18, 2017. Subsequently,
the Foreign Affairs Manual included a directive
to consular officials to keep the executive order
in view while deciding on granting of a visa.
According to U.S. Citizenship and Immigration
Services (USCIS), under President Trump, denial
of HIB visa for initial services grew rapidly from
13% in 2017 to 21% in 2019. There were also
allegations that U.S. consular officials were
making it extremely difficult for Indian
companies to transfer employees from India to
the U.S. under the L1 visa category. During his
first term, Mr. Trump had given the slogan of
‘Build the Wall’ in the southern border of the
U.S. with Mexico. In the just-concluded
presidential election, he focused on stopping
illegal immigration and deporting foreigners
who are staying in the U.S. illegally — the
number being touted to be in the region of 11
million. Mr. Trump has delivered a series of
speeches on how he plans to deal with this
problem which is presumed to affect the job
market in the U.S. He has declared that the
National Guard will be deployed to deport illegal
overstayers and that he might even invoke the
1798 Alien Enemies Act. However, there is little
clarity about how Mr. Trump would address
immigration-related concerns that his
supporters have displayed during the campaign.
In addition, his anti-immigrant stance will
clash with the economic policy of his tech czars
who want to access the Indian market. It will be
ironical if the Trump presidency opposes the
entry of people from markets favoured by
Trump-friendly business tycoons.

cross-border flow from Latin American countries, will Indians be affected?

AR 99 FEwr F ARt F aew F4F @1 @ P2 FeE T & Fea e 9w @

fOed ATed ¥ AR AR 3ANFT & @Y W TFa &2 I 77 F Ueufy ug 1 «a dfeq

AR T2 ¥ AT IR JaE W ) Y 37 & aY Fa1 dIRAT gonfaa g

Repatriation of Indian Nationals by the U.S.
J.UH. GaRT AR AFTRST HT YedTaeed

e On October 22, the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) flew a “large-frame charter removal flight” to repatriate Indian
nationals “who did not establish legal basis to remain in the United States.”

22 HFCAT T GIACS F&T AN (DHS) 7 “q3 HTFR FT AT 33T A ARAT ARTR hT Tedrafedd T, St “Hgea
T 3ARST F @l T 3T YR TR AL ) 9T I

e Royce Murray, assistant secretary for Border and Immigration Policy at the DHS, said the U.S. had repatriated over 1,100 Indian
nationals in the previous fiscal year.
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Why were the Indians repatriated?

AT T TeITada F47 fhar ram?

The U.S. officials maintain that they want to deter “irregular migration” to the U.S. from India among other countries, and that the
charter flight was in addition to the regular removals that the Immigration and Customs Enforcement department carries out through
commercial flights.

IARE HVFR Tg AT § 6 I aRa Ffed 37 <ol & «faafAa smvarasr #F Aear argd 8, 3R IJg I 339 39
fafAa g fr 33T & 3faRea O, S sfAde 3R wecrd temidAe AR gart aififoas 33+t & AregHd § &
ST gl

The flight was aimed at showcasing the strong will of the then poll-bound Joseph Biden administration to enforce immigration laws and
deliver “tough consequences for those who enter unlawfully.”

$H 33T &I 36T deehlelle] GoATd-{18 AT TS TRAHA ol HHATHT FIefal bl o el 3R Y I T & gaer
S & 39% AT F3 INOMA S T 75 SToREFT 1 YeiRia Har am|

What are the ways in which irregular Indian immigrants try to enter the U.S.?

fafaa aRdT srvarfdat & e goa. & vaw F alE F=7 2

Indians who try to enter the U.S. unlawfully generally try to use the southern U.S. border with Mexico and the Canada-U.S. border in
the north.

S HRAT 34 &9 § JTH. H Fa Hlel T FAA A ¢, T AT AfFaa & @y sfarolt g.ow. @ia 3R Famsr-
J.UH. HATH 3TN Al T AT A B

The pressure is more on the Mexico-U.S. border as several Latin American or Central American countries like Honduras, El
Salvador, and Guatemala are known to provide visa-free entry to U.S.-visa holding Indians for a period of time.

AFER-g.ow. € R g HRF § FiF w3 AR R ar Flr R g N e, v wrearsk 3R sareaATar w
.ud. dell gt $RART &1 vk AfRad @77 & v fem-tied @ v s & T S« S 2l

Using this facility, some people try to stay for extended periods of time in these countries that are known for their porous borders and easy
travel to the Texas border by using dangerous human trafficking agents and organizations.

S8 GIAUT T 3UANT Feh, FS ol 5o AT H & TAT T el bl HIRAY A ¢, ST 30 eqot dramsit ik eraw
AT T A IET & o ey €, 9 3§ O AWa av Rl Teied 3R FIraer HI 39T Hd o

India has a large number of agreements for visas with these countries that allow for extended stays for Indian citizens.

AR & 3T G & T F$ Ao FHSA § ST ARAT AR T TR Fare $i1 3qafad & g

For example, Peru is among those that waives visa requirement for Indian nationals for business and tourism purposes for one or more

stays totaling up to 180 days per year, provided that they hold permanent residence or a visa valid for a minimum of six months for
Australia, Canada, U.K., U.S., or any Schengen country.

3CTEX0T & U, 9w 3 g2f # anffe § S SOuR 3R ¥ 3eaedl & fov e amiet & e diem smavasddar Ars
A g, et 3 JAreefor, wamer, I.&., Z.uw., a1 e off dele qor s fovw A ¥ # o7 A du Tl fvarw ar e @
gl

From which States is there a high rate of irregular immigration?

FiT T T ¥ FAIAT VAT F 3= T B2

The latest flight from the U.S. that carried the Indian nationals landed in Punjab, an U.S. official told the media, indicating that most of
the people on board that special flight hailed from Punjab.

IARET 310 & AfSAr F AT F el H Iz A HARAT APIRST H Jh 1S A, Tg G & 3, Tg b o
g%m%&ﬁmﬁmwmmﬁ?}l

The Hindu had reported in November 2023 that from November 2022 to September 2023, a record number of Indians — 96,917 —
were arrested while crossing illegally into the U.S., according to U.S. Customs and Border Protection (UCBP) data.

fRq A daax 2023 7 ROIE foham o1 & a¥aay 2022 @ RAdaR 2023 e, 96,917 HRAAT &1 334 &9 § FTH. H FAT
AT TREAR T T, 4,09, FFerd 3R ST WRFReT (UCBP) 3¢T & 38R

The number of Indians trying to enter the U.S. has witnessed a five-fold rise since 2019.

20199 ¥ O FUH. H A el H HIRAY o I HRAAT HiT FEA1 7 oier 71 Jefr g5

Available data indicates that Gujarat has been supplying half of the total illegal immigrants trying to enter the U.S.

39S ST H Tehdd AT & fh TR & Z.UH. H FaAM FIA I RIRA”A FT @ FeA 37 Fariady T AreT G gere
forar &

There have also been several instances of deaths of people while trying to cross the border.

AT IR el T HIRIA Fd AT g el I Feg & S 3a60T o1 THA 31T &

In a well-documented case, a family of four — Jagadish Patel, Vaishaliben Patel and their two children, Vihangi and Dharmik, froze to
death as they tried to cross from Canada into the U.S..

Teh HTH! g ¥ ToTld HATHe H, Tdh IRARX & IR TeET — SOERI e, Rfoda g 31X 3% ar o<, Reni 3R
T, FITsT & FL,UH. 7 JIU A H HIRWM F gUdE § A Y

Lawful Immigration to U.S.
TIFd TWoT ARG 7 FefAr smvarae

There are various legally accepted processes through which Indian citizens immigrate to the U.S.
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e Every U.S. fiscal year (October 1 to September 30) around 1,40,000 employment-based immigrant visas are made available to qualified
persons under the provisions of U.S. immigration law.

g AR o a¥ (1 ey & 30 RdeR) & it 1,40,000 VSR 3menfe Jmvaret fism g vw. 3Myards Flefst &
Jded g gfeaal & verT e S g1

o Employment-based immigrant visas fall into five “preference categories”.
AR MR oErdT dieTm i gt “qraf@sdr Ao & sier s=r g
¢ Incertain cases, spouses and children are allowed to join the applicant.
S HIHAC H, JTdeeTshal & AU Ieelt 3 Feai 1 AT ghed AT 3egAfT greir &

e The professionals who fall in the first three categories are persons with extraordinary ability in the sciences, arts, education, business, or
athletics, outstanding professors and researchers with adequate experience, multinational managers and executives.

ugel e AT 3 3 arel 4R I T § FAe R, e, fRvaw, AR a1 @agg  ETUROT 47T, 3cgse Wik 3K
HTHUTARATIHI HT TATT IH3Td, TEUSET Faiereh 3R FEAGR AR efdrer g

e Professionals holding advanced degrees and persons of exceptional abilities can also apply for immigrating lawfully to the U.S.
3eia 3T TEe aTer UaR 3R IATURT STHAT3 arer cafed o ZuH. H FET §9 ¥ AWWAES & AU AT
o gl

o Skilled workers, professionals, and unskilled workers who can fill positions after two years of training also fall in this range.
ar aut T giRIeToT & aTe Jal I e A TeTH FA AT, WA AR wrpaa A7 o s@ Ao & ma §

e The fourth category is ‘Certain Special Immigrants’ that includes professionals who work with broadcast media in the U.S., certain

employees or former employees of the U.S. government as well as people from conflict zones like Iragq and Afghanistan
(translators/interpreters).

didy Aol § o R{Aw sryardy, Se 3 9w arfde § S guw. # vaRor Afs & @y w1 a1 § 0. WER &
$O HHANT AT qd HAART, 3R 3T A IFHanfarearar oy Fa¥ &3 @ 9T (earesh/gam) |

. The fifth category includes investors who can launch foreign commercial enterprises in the U.S.

dizdt Aol 7 frders e § S guw. & fagel aftifsaes 3qaw g% aX @ g

What was Trump’s policy on immigration during his first term?

Y g FERT F SR FT Y TvarEsT Afa F=4r 9

e During his first stint (2017-2021), President Trump had increased the rate of denial of H1B visas to Indian professionals.
379 Ugel Il (2017-2021) & GRTe, TSCUTT €FT of AR UaRT & H1B deim st & &X sar &r |

e Mr. Trump had issued a “Buy American and Hire American” executive order on April 18, 2017.
A ¢Fq o 18 e 2017 T “IANFT A @A 33 AR #H AFH > FRAGRT 3T TR fRAr an|

e According to U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS), under President Trump, denial of H1B visa for initial services grew
rapidly from 13% in 2017 to 21% in 2019.

I.0H. AR A I9ardT @aT (USCIS) & R, TeeUic 8T & dgd, H1B IS & uRisie: dansit & fov sredispta

gL 2017/ 13% T SGhT 2019 H 21% & a5 Y|

e There were also allegations that U.S. consular officials were making it extremely difficult for Indian companies to transfer employees
from India to the U.S. under the L1 visa category.

Ig o IRT & 6 Jud. HigeR AUHRGT & ARAT HUAAT & v L1 fISm Aol & Ted A=t Hf 6Ra § J.04.

H TUTATIRT AT HcTTF Hided da1 G 27|
e During his first term, Mr. Trump had given the slogan of ‘Build the Wall’ in the southern border of the U.S. with Mexico.
9 Gl FIHE F AN, A T A guw. 3R AfFwe i gl @ar W far g w1 anr e an

e In the just-concluded presidential election, he focused on stopping illegal immigration and deporting foreigners who are staying in the
U.S. illegally — the number being touted to be in the region of 11 million.

gTel & 3 FHICA gU TSgUld A1a A, Iegiel 3 YA F1 Jehed R 37 FaeRt 1 fseifdd it X eare digd
fohar S 3rdyr ¥ A QuE. # ® W@ & — de 11 Afdaa as gler &1 AT ol

e« Mr. Trump has delivered a series of speeches on how he plans to deal with this problem which is presumed to affect the job market in the
uU.S.

AN cFg A 580 FAEA F AU & AT Il A3t R Tk y@er Hvor v g, FA g ww. & Al aeR R g

STeTel T 37TATT &

e He has declared that the National Guard will be deployed to deport illegal overstayers and that he might even invoke the 1798 Alien
Enemies Act.

3ogiel OIVUT T § foh WA M FF AT T F el arel AT Fr fosamifd e & forw darra frar sireem 3ik a8
e 1798 Tfager geaeT rfafagsr &1 off o) #T Fehot &

o However, there is little clarity about how Mr. Trump would address immigration-related concerns that his supporters have displayed
during the campaign.

grelifeh, g TasC 8l & foF A T8 319 GAYH garT HAAT & GRIT 381U T IMyardT Heatod dmsi & Ha
ST |
e Inaddition, his anti-immigrant stance will clash with the economic policy of his tech czars who want to access the Indian market.
$Hh TR, Seahr THATH-FRNEN A 3o7eh cahefiehr amgr & 3 AT § THTIN, St ARAT SR T IgT e ¢
o It will be ironical if the Trump presidency opposes the entry of people from markets favored by Trump-friendly business tycoons.
I TAST=TYUT Bl 3R CFY & LT FI-HHGS SR TFH caRT THe U 1T SIoRT & o9l & gaer &1 faQer
EG I
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What are the costs of population decline?

What are the pros and cons of increasing fertility rates? Which are the States with a growing

population of the elderly? Has it reached a crisis point in some States? Will an uneven population

growth shake up the federal structure? What will happen in the next round of delimitation?

|GS Paper |: Population]
Priscilla Jebaraj

The story so far:
he Chief Ministers of both Andhra
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu expressed
concerns about the low fertility rates
in their States recently. Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu
has said that he planned to introduce legislation
to incentivise more children per family.

What is the current demographic situation,
especially in the southern States?

After decades of family planning policies seeking
to slow population growth, India has been
waking up to the fact that the success of such
policies is also leading to an increasingly ageing
population. This is not a uniform phenomenon
— southern States, as well as smaller northern
States have seen a much sharper decrease in
total fertility rates, defined as the average
number of children born to women during their
child-bearing years. Tamil Nadu and West
Bengal, for instance, recorded fertility rates of
1.4 between 2019 and 2021, according to data
from the Office of the Registrar General of India,
while Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Kerala,
Punjab, and Himachal Pradesh had fertility rates
of 1.5. At the other end of the spectrum are
Bihar, with a fertility rate of 3, Uttar Pradesh

‘Pro-natalist
policies by
incentivising
women to
have more
children
have not
been a very
successful
approach
internation-
ally’

W X

An elderly people: Health expenses are likely to rise significantly in States

with ageing populations. THULASI KAKKAT

(2.7), and Madhya Pradesh (2.6). States with
lower fertility rates have largely developed
faster, but are now faced with the spectre of a
rapidly ageing population. The India Ageing
report published by UNFPA last year used
Health Ministry data to show that while the
share of India’s elderly population is projected
to rise from 10.1% in 2021 to 15% by 2036, the
demographic transition is more advanced in
some States. In Kerala, senior citizens accounted
for 16.5% of the population in 2021, a figure that
is set to rise to 22.8% by 2036; T.N.’s elderly will
make up 20.8% of its population in 2036, while
it will be 19% in Andhra Pradesh. In Bihar, on
the other hand, only 7.7% were elderly in 2021,
and this is projected to rise to just 11% in 2036.

What is the likely economic impact?

“India’s demographic transition is much ahead
of its socio-economic transition... To understand
the impact of this, the most important indicator
is not the proportion of the elderly population,
but rather the old age dependency ratio, that is,
how many older people are there for every 100
people of working age, between 18 to 59 years,”
says Srinivas Goli, an Associate Professor at the
International Institute for Population Sciences.
“When this ratio goes above 15%, that is when
you have the onset of an ageing crisis.” A
number of States have already crossed this
point, according to projections by the National
Commission on Population, with Kerala having
an old age dependency ratio of 26.1 in 2021,
followed by Tamil Nadu (20.5), Himachal
Pradesh (19.6), and Andhra Pradesh (18.5). This
means these States’ window of opportunity, to
reap the demographic dividend of economic
growth from a large number of young workers
unburdened by the economic and health
demands of a large number of minor or elderly
dependents, has already closed.

Health expenses are likely to rise significantly
in States with ageing populations. One analysis
of NSSO data, in a study on demographic
diversity by Tulane University’s K.S. James and
IIPS scholar Shubhra Kriti published by The
India Forum, shows that the southern States,
with just one-fifth of India’s population, spent
32% of the country’s total out-of-pocket

What are the costs of population decline?

TTEEIT A FHT Y dETT F41 872

expenditure on cardiovascular diseases in
2017-18, while eight Hindi belt States with half
the country’s population, spent just 24%.

The solution proposed by the Chief Ministers
of increasing the fertility rate is also likely to
reduce women’s participation in the labour
force, which will also hurt their economies.
Southern politicians have also raised concerns
with the Finance Commission that while their
successful economies have pumped in higher
tax revenues to the central pool, they get a
diminishing share of the central pie of resources
due to their slowing population growth.

What are the political implications?

Uneven population growth is set to shake up the
federal structure, with the current freeze on the
number of seats in Parliament set to expire in
2026, after which a new delimitation exercise
will change the representation that States have
in the Lok Sabha. The study by James and Kriti
estimated that Uttar Pradesh is likely to gain 12
seats, followed by Bihar (10) and Rajasthan (7),
while Tamil Nadu is set to lose nine seats,
followed by Kerala (6) and Andhra Pradesh (5),
due to their falling share in national population.

What are the solutions being considered?
The southern CMs seem to be advocating
pro-natalist policies by incentivising women to
have more babies. “This has not been a very
successful approach internationally. Educated
women know they are not reproductive
machines, and forced fertility will not work, nor
will incentives that do not recognise what
families actually need,” says Dr. Goli. He
recommends changes in work-family policies,
with paid maternity and paternity leaves,
accessible childcare, and employment policies
that reduce the “motherhood penalty”. He notes
that States and nations with better gender equity
are better able to maintain fertility rates at
sustainable levels, as women are more likely to
have children if they will not be deprived of
economic independence while doing so.

Another approach is to increase the working
lifespan and thus reduce the old age
dependency ratio. The southern States are
already magnets for economic migrants.
However, Dr. Goli points out that though these
migrants make social security demands of their
destination States, they continue to be counted
in their home States for political and financial
distribution purposes, leaving southern States in
a difficult tangle.

What are the pros and cons of increasing fertility rates? Which are the States with a growing population of
the elderly? Has it reached a crisis point in some States? Will an uneven population growth shake up the
federal structure? What will happen in the next round of delimitation?

Yoretel &Y # Jef & Far any AR gifeat P wla @ vow W& § et gt Ay Sewe 9¢ W oer
F1 $o TA H Ig Fhe & g W uga 71§ 2 741 30A Sa6Ear Jefy @y e i fear i
IRAHAT & 3P R FH 41 g

Chief Ministers of Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu Express Concerns about Low Fertility Rates

e weer AR affee s F FErER A FH goee X W Rar Sars

e Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu Chief Ministers expressed concerns about low fertility rates in their states.
3y weer AR daffears & gegdEd & Joeh TSAl HEA yelde X R RAr g
e Andhra Pradesh CM N. Chandrababu Naidu announced plans to introduce legislation to incentivize more children per family.

Y YU & ACIHA Tl Fgdlq A IRAR 9fc 3118 st i Qcqifed Fa & [T St o $ dsen aifvd

Current Demographic Situation, Especially in Southern States

TdAE Searegs fFuf, ey v & gfaoh a3t &

e After decades of family planning policies, India is facing an increasingly aging population.

gl e IRAR forierer Afaat & 1g, 9RA HT To §3 JEUTaET H FATAT HT AHAT T TET B
e Southern states and smaller northern states have seen a sharp decrease in total fertility rates (TFR).

faol Tt 3N Bk 3a T AT Foere & (TFR) & ael Rrae s &

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS



PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Contact Number: 9971932488

Between 2019-2021, Tamil Nadu and West Bengal had fertility rates of 1.4.

2019-2021 % ST, AfAATS 3R IRTH SamTer T Yolelal & 1.4 AT
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Kerala, Punjab, and Himachal Pradesh had fertility rates of 1.5.

31T =T, 3T, hel, UaTTe, 3R feATaer weer &7 goietel &3 1.5 2|
Bihar had a fertility rate of 3, Uttar Pradesh 2.7, and Madhya Pradesh 2.6.

fER T ot &7 3 oY, 30T weer & 2.7, 3R 7eq yeer $r 2.6 v

States with lower fertility rates have developed faster but are facing the challenge of an aging population.

foret goteter ETaTel T Aol & AT gU €, fehed HT ger @Yl SITaean iy THEAT &1 [HAT T I &

India's Ageing Report and Projections

R #T geumaedr R 3R g@Eeper

The India Ageing report by UNFPA used Health Ministry data, predicting that the elderly population share will rise from 10.1% in
2021 to 15% by 2036.

UNFPA SaRT Jeh1RId TR T geuraedr RUE & Fareed #A1eT & 631 ol 39T fohar am, fSe#d srganfaa foar amr
¢ T 20213 gopeit & Siereear #1 {1 10.1% & Tt 2036 dh 15% &1 ST |

In Kerala, senior citizens made up 16.5% of the population in 2021, projected to rise to 22.8% by 2036.

A H 2021 H aRss ARIRGT T FAHEIT 16.5% 2T, ST 2036 doh T 22.8% &I AT |

Tamil Nadu’s elderly population is expected to be 20.8% by 2036, and Andhra Pradesh’s 19%.

affreraTg T et SIeTEEaT 2036 T 20.8% R AT T2 HT 19% &N HT AT g

Bihar's elderly population was 7.7% in 2021, and is expected to rise to 11% by 2036.

fRR & 2021 & gopeit T STAEEAT 7.7% &Y, ST 2036 T 11% T qG=1 1 A g

Likely Economic Impact of India’s Demographic Transition

HRT & FAFITETH IRadsT w1 FHAT 3+ yama

India’s demographic transition is ahead of its socio-economic transition.

HRA & STTEITETR IRadT 3T FATAR-ATTAF gRads & 39T gl

The old age dependency ratio is a crucial indicator, showing the number of older people for every 100 working-age people (18 to 59
years).

AT HEAT W) fiRaT 3t Uk Ageaqol Hehds 8, S 189 59 @Y & @Al 3mg @@t & §Y 100 AN R Fopelt
g fearar gl

When the old age dependency ratio exceeds 15%, it marks the onset of an aging crisis.

SIS gt U fASIRAT U 15% @ 318 g1 S €, A I JEUTaTAT Heve T YB3 I RIfTAT F:cr B

Kerala’s old age dependency ratio was 26.1 in 2021, Tamil Nadu’s was 20.5, Himachal Pradesh’s was 19.6, and Andhra Pradesh’s
was 18.5.

A T ol R FAIRET rqarel 2021 # 26.1 AT, ATAATZ T 20.5 AT, FATIr T 7 19.6 AT, 3 ATEr Fa=r 7 18.5 2T
These states have already passed the window of opportunity to benefit from a demographic dividend of a young workforce.

Y TS UG & Teh AT ATl A AARITEAHT o1 UIed Hl & 3Gl & TgY &1 qb o

Health expenses are likely to rise significantly

Fareg @at # Ayt Iaftr @ i weaen #

States with ageing populations are likely to see health expenses rise significantly.

JEHUTaEYT aTell SITHEAT dTel AT H FTqRLT @al A AGedqol gefer gl &1 FHIE g

NSSO data analysis by Tulane University’s K.S. James and IIPS scholar Shubhra Kriti shows that in 2017-18, southern States (with
just one-fifth of India's population) spent 32% of the total out-of-pocket expenditure on cardiovascular diseases, while eight Hindi belt
States (with half the country’s population) spent just 24%.

NSSO 3eT & fazaiwor & germer freafae@mera & K.S. James 3R 11PS Ffa o Ffar ot fa@mar & 2017-18 # gféroft Tt (s
HR T STAEEIT &I Shael Teh-diaal BT §) o F&F W W Fel 32% T F T v, Siafeh 3ms R dee w7 (A o
T TAEEAT FHT 3T BE@T §) ¥ AF 24% T HU

The solution proposed by the Chief Ministers of increasing the fertility rate
HEIATAAT G@RT Yool &Y g1 T GEANId JHTTA

The solution proposed by the Chief Ministers of increasing the fertility rate is likely to reduce women’s participation in the labour
force, which could hurt their economies.

HEYATIAT GaRT Golelel XSG T GEATAT FHATU AfGATN Y HH g # HENGRY I HHA ST Gehell §, ST SoAeh!
3rdcaaEaTt A gHTad |

Concerns raised with the Finance Commission

R 3maer & @iy 31§ 1§ g

Southern politicians raised concerns with the Finance Commission about slowing population growth leading to a diminishing share of
resources despite higher tax revenues.

craroll Teiian3il & faer 3T & a1y yorerer &¥ A fRmae iR e & gefor & aase duvEt # ged REq & fKiar
S|

Political Implications of Uneven Population Growth
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Uneven population growth is set to impact the federal structure, with the current freeze on Parliament seats expiring in 2026, after
which a delimitation exercise will change the representation in the Lok Sabha.

AT FAHEAT JEf e &Td T Y399 STefal & v AR €, 3R arenwenm diel @ aedare A 2026 F FATST g Sed,

foras a1g diwmeT 3 @ ufafafdca & sgara gem

Uttar Pradesh is likely to gain 12 seats, followed by Bihar (10 seats) and Rajasthan (7 seats).

IR G2 FI 12 HIE fAerar Fr THIGT g, 38 a16 fagr (10 HE) 3R Tareym (7 HE) &1 T2 g
Tamil Nadu is set to lose 9 seats, followed by Kerala (6 seats) and Andhra Pradesh (5 seats).

afAereTg 31 9 W WA 1 3THT &, 38 a1 Her (6 W) 3N 3mer e (5 W) o1 TU= B

Solutions being considered by the southern CM's

gfarol FegAtal qEmr AR fre o @ wemTe

The southern CMs are advocating for pro-natalist policies by incentivizing women to have more babies.

afarolt Aeawd yoree Aifa & wnR g S ARt A ARF T=F a1 F F [ dewa w2

Dr. Goli argues that forced fertility will not work, and incentives that do not meet families' real needs are also ineffective.

ST el BT hgeTT & o A1) Y IoTetel qU R AT M, 3R ST WieATge IRART T 3Gl Sl T Q@ ALH K, a oY
KE I CI

He recommends changes in work-family policies, such as paid maternity and paternity leaves, accessible childcare, and policies that
reduce the “motherhood penalty”.

a8 FIH-IRAR AfAAT & qeora 1 RERYT X 8, 54 o ader s W Aged 3R Rqea rawrer, gasr ara J@ame, 3N
ATl St “ATged 87 &l A S o
States and nations with better gender equity are better able to maintain fertility rates at sustainable levels.

S T 3K 2 S5 AT AT VST FLd 8, 3 Tolelel ¥ F YT T W I @A H FeTHT g1 8l

Increasing working lifespan to reduce dependency ratio

ﬁﬁwagmﬁmﬁ#ﬁwmm

Another approach is to increase the working lifespan and reduce the old age dependency ratio.
Teh 3R EfSehior § FRFTe a7l 3R gt 9X feiar reqara &1 e

Southern States are magnets for economic migrants, but these migrants continue to be counted in their home States for political and
financial distribution purposes.

gfarolr o e Jarfaal & YT deg g, dfehed I gareh Tereiifas AR T AT s 3¢8eg @ 3w T &
ey s &
This results in a difficult situation for southern States.

g ol uoat & v e wfder Rufa scuee tar 81
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What happens to
Indian firms on
U.S. blacklist?

Were they sanctioned for supply and
sales to Russia? Will things be different
under the Trump administration?

[GS Paper Il: India-US |
Suhasini Haidar

The story so far:

he government is still gauging the impact
T of a decision by the U.S. Treasury

department to impose sanctions on 19
Indian entities among nearly 400 companies,
mainly for supplying “dual-use” technologies to
Russia. In addition, the Bureau of Industry and
Security run by the U.S. Commerce Department
added 40 companies including five from India
for re-exporting goods and parts to Russia that
were imported from the U.S.

Why are recent U.S. sanctions significant?
Since April 2021, when U.S. President Joe Biden
passed an executive order (E.O. 14024) on
“Blocking Property With Respect To Specified
Harmful Foreign Activities of the Government of
the Russian Federation”, the U.S. has sanctioned
hundreds of companies from more than 20
countries worldwide for supplies and sales to
Russia, including some from India. But on
October 30, the U.S. Department of Treasury
invoked the E.O. to sanction 19 Indian entities,
including companies and individuals for
providing “dual-use” technologies to Russia and
other deals with Russian companies calling
them “Third-Country Sanctions Evaders”. The
companies, mostly based in Delhi, Uttar

. Pradesh,
While a new U.S. Bengaluru and
administration after Hyderabad, are
Donald Trump’s reputable,

well-established
companies dealing

electoral win is
expected to pursue a

softer line on Russia, it ™ temnclog'cal
. . manufacturing,
is unlikely that the with some even
sanctions will be holding
removed anytime soon, government

contracts. These
companies will
now be on a U.S. “blacklist”, have assets or
funds in the U.S. frozen, and face travel bans.

say analysts.
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How has the Indian government responded?
The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) has been

~ fairly muted on the action by the U.S., which is

likely to cost Indian companies millions of
dollars in contracts and legal appeals. When
asked during a briefing, Ministry of External
Affairs spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said that
the MEA had “seen reports of U.S. sanctions”,
but declined to comment on whether this was
discussed between U.S. National Security
Adviser Jake Sullivan and NSA Ajit Doval, who
spoke a day later. The MEA said the companies
were “not in violation of Indian laws”, and
pointed out that the government was trying to
“clarify issues”. “India has a robust legal and
regulatory framework on strategic trade and
non-proliferation controls,” Mr. Jaiswal said,
referring to India’s membership of key
non-proliferation export control regimes such as
the Wassenaar Arrangement, Australia Group
and the Missile Technology Control Regime.

What else can India do?

India does not recognise unilateral sanctions by
the U.S. or any other country, following only
those sanctions imposed by the UN. However, as
India-U.S. high-tech trade increases, the U.S’s
strictures will have an increasing impact on both
Indian companies and the government’s moves.
According to the MEA, Indian agencies are
already “sensitising” Indian companies on the
new measures being implemented by the U.S.
that could impact them. The government could
also increase measures to sanction-proof those
Indian companies doing business with Russia,
by building more structural banking
mechanisms, and facilitating payments in
national currencies, as have been explored for
refineries procuring Russian oil, diamond
processing units and other sectors where the
U.S. and EU sanctions have been the most
stringent. Eventually, rejecting any U.S. decision
will come at the cost of bilateral ties, and the
government will have to evaluate the
cost-benefit calculus on whether to accept U.S.s
moves, Or to react more strongly to sanctions.

Will the Trump victory make a difference?
While a new U.S. administration after Donald
Trump’s electoral win is expected to pursue a
softer line on Russia, it is unlikely that these
sanctions will be removed anytime soon, say
analysts. During his campaign, Mr. Trump has
consistently side-stepped any criticism of
Russia’s war in Ukraine, saying that once he
comes to power, he would “end the war within
24 hours”. This has been seen as an indication
that the Trump administration would not
impose further sanctions on Russia. However,
the U.S. Congress has frequently taken very
tough positions on Russia, and in 2017, virtually
forced Mr. Trump’s hand during his first tenure
into signing the CAATSA law (Countering
America’s Adversaries Through Sanctions Act)
that threatened sanctions against countries for
procuring major Russian military hardware,
including the $-400 missile defence systems that
India has signed a deal for. While Mr. Trump has
led the Republican party to a majority in the
Senate, it is unlikely that he will reverse any of
the sanctions already imposed on Russia.
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What happens to Indian firms on U.S.
blacklist?

IANS selwpface & fAa ARG
HYfadY HT FAT M7

Were they sanctioned for supply and sales to Russia?
Will things be different under the Trump
administration?

FT T F Hgfd AT AR F AT 3 W
gfaaer ST AT AT FAT FT YRATHA & dgd
U.S. Sanctions on Indian Entities

AN garT dRAT w3t W afaeer

. The government is still gauging the impact of a decision by the
U.S. Treasury department to impose sanctions on 19 Indian entities
among nearly 400 companies, mainly for supplying “dual-use”
technologies to Russia.

THR 3087 off quw Eory Fasmer Cany & &l “SqA-Fo Theiieh!
3MYft et & T 19 HRAT FEAT3HT IR @M 7T gieer &

THTT I FHediehel T G ol
. In addition, the Bureau of Industry and Security run by the

U.S. Commerce Department added 40 companies including five from
India for re-exporting goods and parts to Russia that were imported
from the U.S.

vz RFARE A w0 F qow § smarfaa e 3R gof g
frafa & & v aRa 6 wrw Fufaat afgd 40 Fafaat @
ST

Why are recent U.S. sanctions significant?

gTar Y IARF ufaeel &1 #Agea Far &2

. Since April 2021, when U.S. President Joe Biden passed an
executive order (E.O. 14024) on “Blocking Property With Respect To

Specified Harmful Foreign Activities of the Government of the Russian Federation”, the U.S. has sanctioned hundreds of companies from
more than 20 countries worldwide for supplies and sales to Russia, including some from India.

ardter 2021 @, 59 3ANST Tseufa St aEsA A ™ TFR A Afdse giawrs AL a_dfft & g9 & gufy sdfe
H & AU e (E.0. 14024) IR foram, da & 3R ¥ T 3mqfd 3R foshr & fow 20 Qe & arferes safadl

Qﬁ'mw%&%ﬂﬁsm?rﬁaﬁ;amﬁﬁaﬁam%l

e Buton October 30, the U.S. Department of Treasury invoked the E.O. to sanction 19 Indian entities, including companies and
individuals for providing “dual-use” technologies to Russia and other deals with Russian companies calling them “Third-Country

Sanctions Evaders”.

oifeheT 30 3TeFEa Y, JUA o RAHTTA E.0. T gaTell & §U 19 #RCAT Feamait 0¥ gfdser waman, f5ad sufaar 3k
cafFadl @I ®F 1 “FA-Go” dheiienl Afd Ha AR &7 i Fufadlt & @y 37 e & v dy qor & gfaeut &
TGS g h &I H FolrT|

e The companies, mostly based in Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Bengaluru, and Hyderabad, are reputable, well-established companies dealing in
technological manufacturing, with some even holding government contracts.

Ig Huferan, St AET &0 @ Redh, 30 9w, Forees, 3k et A fua € sfafsa ik wanfda wufaar § S siqafard
faTor 3 Horeer §, el @ Fo Fufaar aarY segay o o g
e These companies will now be on a U.S. “blacklist”, have assets or funds in the U.S. frozen, and face travel bans.

SoT HUTAAT T 3 JUA Y "sAAFfaee” H STell ST, 3o7sh Tl A7 Hgg Jua # By T QT S0, AR 37 I giaaet

FI ATHT FIAT T3

How has the Indian government responded?

HRAT AR A sHHT fFy ghR gfaferar & g2

e The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) has been fairly muted on the action by the U.S., which is likely to cost Indian companies
millions of dollars in contracts and legal appeals.

fader FaTer T (MEA) & Jud &1 ®Rarg W oy Qi Tidfshar & &, foed R shafaat &t sregeet 3R S et &

@l STl &7 IRl g1 HehcTl &
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e When asked during a briefing, Ministry of External Affairs spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said that the MEA had “seen reports of U.S.
sanctions”, but declined to comment on whether this was discussed between U.S. National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan and NSA
Ajit Doval, who spoke a day later.

T Sfther & R g8 Sl &, fader HA1ed & gasar R Steard o &gl & MEA A “qud yideyl i Raré & ¢,
dfehed Ig fecaol ol @ #elr fohar o a1 50 IR & Uud TSEAT Y& Felehr St Gidae 3R NSA Irsfia starer &
et g§ o, il wh Rt a1g A

e The MEA said the companies were “not in violation of Indian laws”, and pointed out that the government was trying to “clarify issues”.

MEA @ &gl foh ¥ Hafaal “HRAT FTefell FT Jeauad A¢ FT @ ¢, 3R T8 off T & TWHR “H@l F1 T Fa A
P T L &

e “India has a robust legal and regulatory framework on strategic trade and non-proliferation controls,” Mr. Jaiswal said, referring to
India’s membership of key non-proliferation export control regimes such as the Wassenaar Arrangement, Australia Group, and the
Missile Technology Control Regime.

“HRd & T W SR 3R Af-fferstes Aol . v Asgd s #R s amng,” N Sieard S &, a8
I §U % HRA JAE Al-aferhiere Fdd Feeer sqarunst S arier @A, sireeforan @, ik A dleafahy
=0T cggEdT 1 TEET gl

What else can India do?

s 3 3RS & FauY F aRa 47 3N FT FgFar B

e India does not recognise unilateral sanctions by the U.S. or any other country, following only those sanctions imposed by the UN.

AR fRET 8 3 2T GaRT ST 91T TheR BT faeel &l FAIHR gl Al &, hddl 31 Iideell Hl TSR T § oif

HYFA ST SaRT ofaNT 7T g
e AsIndia-U.S. high-tech trade increases, the U.S.’s strictures will have an increasing impact on both Indian companies and the
government’s moves.

S-S HRA-3ARFT & 3eT aFalihl AR F gt gich 8, 3ARS afaaet 1 R Fufagh i awr $r Aifaat «

qGT g3 yaTa q3am|

e According to the MEA, Indian agencies are already “sensitising” Indian companies on the new measures being implemented by the U.S.
that could impact them.

MEA & 308N, R Toifaal Tgd & € #RAT HUfdl 1 37 w0 3Urdl & aR # "Hageredie ¢ @ & S 3@
GART o] fhT ST @ 8 3R ST 3o¢ geffdd & dehed
e The government could also increase measures to sanction-proof those Indian companies doing business with Russia, by building more

structural banking mechanisms, and facilitating payments in national currencies, as have been explored for refineries procuring
Russian oil, diamond processing units, and other sectors where the U.S. and EU sanctions have been the most stringent.

WHR 37 HRAT HUAAT I FAT F T & [T 3UTT IGT bl & A TH & AT AR H @ &, o 3170F G@aqcaAs
e a7 wfid aea, ik aedr et 7 sperae f gl vere S, S fFw & dad, IR gwEor sEsal 3N 3y
&3 & ToT foam arm g, STl 3R 3R g @ & yfaey @e8 o £

o Eventually, rejecting any U.S. decision will come at the cost of bilateral ties, and the government will have to evaluate the cost-benefit
calculus on whether to accept U.S.’s moves, or to react more strongly to sanctions.

e, fonely off AR AU &1 3EdihR e & gfavefr waut i FiAa o 9sE 999, 3R TER T g Hediched
HET BT b 3ARET FeAr i TR fFar s a1 gyfasyt & @ome 3ife awdt @ gfafsar & s

Will the Trump victory make a difference?

FAT 6T A T ¥ P BH T2

e While a new U.S. administration after Donald Trump’s electoral win is expected to pursue a softer line on Russia, it is unlikely that
these sanctions will be removed anytime soon, say analysts.

faveel 1 g & o Seles T A AT ST & S1g 78 IANK TWHR T R AHA 3G A0 HT 37AG A 8,
AfheT T THTGAT AGT § Toh o7 wfaaet & STedr ger forar srwam|

e During his campaign, Mr. Trump has consistently side-stepped any criticism of Russia’s war in Ukraine, saying that once he comes to
power, he would “end the war within 24 hours”.

3o HAAH & SR, A T A gheT H T F JU AT AT o el @ TR Fw=d ?Wﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁagwﬁ
3TN, g8 "24 T & e} o FATCA T ot |

e This has been seen as an indication that the Trump administration would not impose further sanctions on Russia.
30 30 ®T H @1 AT § fF eT geamdsr &7 oX 3R ufdeer 77 oo

e However, the U.S. Congress has frequently taken very tough positions on Russia, and in 2017, virtually forced Mr. Trump’s hand during
his first tenure into signing the CAATSA law (Countering America’s Adversaries Through Sanctions Act) that threatened sanctions
against countries for procuring major Russian military hardware, including the S-400 missile defence systems that India has signed a
deal for.

gTelifeh, AN FAT A FF W TR-IR Fo TG T-T §, 312017 &, 4 T Y 3% Igol FRIFIT & SRIT CAATSA
FTeTeT (RISCRIT ARG & Ffdedefadl T Ffdeer Hiefd) W &R Hil & fav #oy f&har, St qof 1 yq@ &l A=
IYHON AT TG F T gfaeer ooy fr gadhr ar 4T, fSaet S-400 Aurger a1 yonfadt of enfae & oas for sma &

A AT R gl

o While Mr. Trump has led the Republican party to a majority in the Senate, it is unlikely that he will reverse any of the sanctions already
imposed on Russia.
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Revenge of the dispossessed

MAGA

What the ruling establishments of both Republican and Democratic parties had tried to dismiss as an inconsequential disturbance in American politics
has turned out to be a powerful political movement that returned Donald Trump to the White House

GS Paper II: US
Varghese KPolitics

n undefined, indefinable
glorious past; a present that
is of turmoil and loss; a
future of reclamation and

renewal — all popular mobilisations,
religious and secular, populist and
elite, have this understanding of time
in common. At its core, the Make
America Great Again — MAGA —
movement that Donald Trump leads in
the U.S. also follows this
understanding of the past, present and
the future. It has precedents and
parallels, but there are uniquely
American and contemporary factors
too that fuel MAGA.

MAGA has an immediate history
which starts around the turn of the
millennium with the 9/11 terrorist
attack, and an economic crisis. Within
the decade, yet another economic
downturn battered the country, and
Barack Obama was elected the first
non-white President of the country in
2008. A sharp division in the
American society emerged against this
backdrop, about the country’s identity,
purpose and claims of exceptionalism.
The MAGA movement is the result of
this churn. The heart of the debate is
globalisation, and its discontents on
two fronts — cultural and economic.
MAGA is an insurrection of the
dispossessed who may not care for, or
understand, or are incapable of, or
reject the standards of liberal
democracy.

Dominant account

The dominant account of MAGA
considers its foot soldiers as a group of
racist, misogynist bigots led by a
megalomaniac. This view is supported
by the unhinged statements by Mr.
Trump and his associates about
migrants and women. It can be safely
assumed many racists, misogynists,
homophobes, and nativists of America
are in MAGA, but it is not limited to
them. The 2024 victory of Mr. Trump
is a clear demonstration of the wide

" base of support that MAGA has.

Around 45% of Latinos are estimated
to have voted for Mr. Trump this year;
and so did around 20% of Blacks and
considerable sections of Hindus and
Muslims.

Fertile ground

Global trade had devastated American
manufacturing and impoverished its
working class. By 2010, the current
generation could not take for granted a
life better than the previous one, as
has been the case in the U.S. all
through history.

The country was meanwhile caught
in wars abroad. Mr. Trump, earlier a
New York businessman and a
Democrat, was an opponent of trade
and wars for decades. By 2015, he had
made up his mind to make the
Republican Party the platform of his
politics and personal ambitions. The
ground for MAGA was already fertile.
What was lacking was “someone with
the political talent, charisma, fame, or
resources to popularize its ideology (as
Ronald Reagan did for his sunny
small-government conservatism) —
until Trump,” writes Isaac Arnsdorf in
Finish What We Started — The MAGA
Movement’s Ground War to End
Democracy. It was Reagan who first
used the slogan, ‘Let’s Make America
Great Again,’ and Mr. Trump has
counted him as the last great President
of the country before himself.

Strange and paradoxical as it may
well be, a major section of American
working class found a champion in Mr.
Trump. The economic distress of the
majority is not captured in expert
accounts but Mr. Trump could sense
the opportunity to market his politics.

Apart from identifying the potency
of anti-globalism as a political agenda,
Mr. Trump who has no record of being
a practising Christian, also sensed the
cultural dispossession that the white
Christians of America were
confronting. The religious composition
of the population is changing due to
changing patterns of migration, and an
evident trend of secularisation.

In the early 1990s, 90% of U.S.

adults identified as Christians, but now
the figure is around two-third of that.
The proportion of those who identified
as followers of no religion grew sharply
in the same period, which is currently
at 29%. They form the ruling elite of
the country.

The share of Muslims and Hindus
among new immigrants began to rise
too. Christianity is part of MAGA’s
motivation and Mr. Trump constantly
invokes it. In 2016, he promised
“Christianity will have power,” and in
2024 he asked Christians to unite
behind him.

But he specifically sought to enlist

Revenge of the dispossessed
SGE AN HT qGAT

What the ruling establishments of both Republican and Democratic parties had tried to dismiss as an
inconsequential disturbance in American politics has turned out to be a powerful political movement that
returned Donald Trump to the White House
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Understanding Time in Popular Mobilisations
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Hindus and Muslims too into MAGA.
Critics of MAGA could never imagine
that it might appeal to minorities. “The
MAGA movement now controlled one
of the two major parties, but it
remained unpopular with a majority of
Americans... Democrats discovered
that Trump’s MAGA brand was widely
disliked,” writes Mr. Arnsdorfin the
book that was published after the 2022
mid-term election setback for the
party. Democrats would discover
something else by 2024 — minorities in
MAGA.

Minorities are the most ardent
aspirants to the promised greatness of

America, and they probably connect
with the slogan as well as the current
reality of challenges very well.
Minorities are also evidently
concerned about protecting their
religious rights, perhaps even more
than Christians. Mr. Trump promised
them that, and showed the irreligious
third of the population as their enemy.

While the Christian, nativist right is
a major driving force of the MAGA
movement, it has found common
cause with other religious groups
against the non-religiosity of the elite.
For instance, the large sections of
Hindu and Muslim conservatives are
vocal supporters of MAGA's resistance
to transgenderism.

Electoral performance

This explains the latest surge in
MAGA’s enhanced popularity, and Mr.
Trump’s electoral performance. He
could flip Pennsylvania, Michigan and
Wisconsin, which gave Joe Biden his
victory in 2020. In Pennsylvania, Mr.
Trump increased his support among
Lations to 42%, from 27% in 2020. In
Dearborn, in Michigan, where 55% of
the population is Muslim, Mr. Trump
won more than 42% votes and led Ms.
Harris by around six points. In 2020,
three-fourths of the city had voted for
Mr. Biden. African Americans’ support
for Mr. Trump is constantly on the rise
~from 8% in 2016, to 13% in 2020 and
20% in 2024. Exit polls suggest that a
third of pro-choice women voted for
Mr. Trump. This is the “the biggest, the
broadest, the most unified coalition in
American history,” Mr. Trump said
after the results.

In the late 19th century, the U.S. had
witnessed a populist upsurge that
sought to rein in its robber barons and
protect the interest of the commoners.
Both parties had to respond to the
questions raised by this populism. The
ruling establishments of Republican
and Democratic parties have so far
tried to dismiss MAGA as an
inconsequential disturbance that
would eventually fade. The 2024
elections showed it is persistent.

THE GIST
L 4

After Barack Obama’s
back-to-back victories, a sharp
division in American society
emerged, about the country’s
identity, purpose and claims of
exceptionalism. The MAGA
movement is the result of this
churn

v
The 2024 victory of Trump is a
clear demonstration of the
wide base of support that
MAGA has. Around 45% of
Latinos are estimated to have
voted for him; and so did
around 20% of Blacks and
considerable sections of
Hindus and Muslims

v

While the Christian, nativist
right is a major driving force of
the MAGA movement, it has
found common cause with
other religious groups against
the non-religiosity of the elite
and with the resistance to
transgenderism

e Anundefined, indefinable glorious past; a present that is of turmoil and loss; a future of reclamation and renewal — all popular
mobilisations, religious and secular, populist and elite, have this understanding of time in common.

T JrfaeiRa, sraRenfa sikasdr 3rcha; v adar= St 3Ya-g9a 3R g1feT &7 §; Teh oT: 9T 3R adianor &7 #iasy —
g AT emHefeay, enfie 3R TraRe, Faae) 3R velle, 98T Y 39 AT o IS FLar 8l

e Atits core, the Make America Great Again (MAGA) movement that Donald Trump leads in the U.S. also follows this understanding
of the past, present, and future.

$H% {ET H, Make America Great Again (MAGA) 37ialelet Toift S1Tes €9 3R # Sided A 8, TE 37clid, IadeT 3R
sifasa Y 57 GHST FT ITeieT AT B
e It has precedents and parallels, but there are uniquely American and contemporary factors too that fuel MAGA.

S8 q@ATE 3N AT &, dfehel AT w7 & 3RS 3 qowel wR* o § ST MAGA &1 IRa X &

MAGA Movement's Immediate History

MAGA 3MTGIelel &1 dehle STder

e MAGA has an immediate history which starts around the turn of the millennium with the 9/11 terrorist attack, and an economic crisis.

MAGA &I T& achlel $Tag¥ & ol [Rafed#d & A3 IX 9/11 sl gaa IR U e ¥Fe & Y& gl &

e Within the decade, yet another economic downturn battered the country, and Barack Obama was elected the first non-white President
of the country in 2008.
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T g & My, U iR s #ra o & weniaa fmam, 3R 2008 # st NEHATHT G2 FT Ggel I-AR sl I

T

A sharp division in the American society emerged against this backdrop, about the country’s identity, purpose, and claims of
exceptionalism.

SH S A, AN FATST # 20 I 9g9, 36627 3R Huargarg & gl & @ellh Ueh el [simeret 3cdeet g3

The MAGA movement is the result of this churn.

MAGA 3TGlelel 3 IMATH ol IRUTH g

The heart of the debate is globalisation, and its discontents on two fronts — cultural and economic.

969 1 T FAGET ARAOT g, 3N $HH A & Al W § — Fiepfas 3R |

MAGA is an insurrection of the dispossessed who may not care for, or understand, or are incapable of, or reject the standards of liberal
democracy.

MAGA 3«7 il T Re ¥ o 3eR Aedd & AT 31 F87 TASA, T JFRS &, I1 38& AT F87d =¢F &

Dominant Account of MAGA
MAGA #T 978 ST

The dominant account of MAGA considers its foot soldiers as a group of racist, misogynist, bigots led by a megalomaniac.

MAGA T Y@ EfScehlvr sHa il 1 Ueh THE AT & it avaram), Afger A, 3k Feewadt § 3k O
AIMENATAATR GaRT Aced T e B

This view is supported by the unhinged statements by Mr. Trump and his associates about migrants and women.

g TCHIoT . €7 3R 3 Al eanr yarfaar AR Afgenstt & e # Ru v Raeredg s9& & aA@dq gl

It can be safely assumed many racists, misogynists, homophobes, and nativists of America are in MAGA, but it is not limited to them.
TE GUAT T & FgT o1 Fhell § 6 IANFT & o arcorare), #fger A, Foreids @O, 3R Fgefard MAGA & erfare
g, afheT Ig Fad skl aF AfAT 78T &

The 2024 victory of Mr. Trump is a clear demonstration of the wide base of support that MAGA has.

2024 # f&r. €T AT MAGA & faeqa gader &1 To¢ vede &

Around 45% of Latinos are estimated to have voted for Mr. Trump this year; and so did around 20% of Blacks and considerable
sections of Hindus and Muslims.

IHT & foh 0 ATeT 45% Aeliat o . €0 & 9eT # dle T, 3R S98Ter 20% Frak AT 3R Bt 3N oAt &
FAgcaqut qait o off dar Rl

Fertile ground
3fertile ground

Global trade had devastated American manufacturing and impoverished its working class.
dRgw saR A ARG AT 3E@er @ e A G AR 3EE AfAF g A e Fer e

By 2010, the current generation could not take for granted a life better than the previous one, as has been the case in the U.S. all through
history.

2010 T, AT HIET I5 AT oAaT ael Hehell A7 B o7t Toiegal ool & Joewm o SgaR gl St & 3mfe &
sfagra & gaem I @ 8

The country was meanwhile caught in wars abroad.

5H o S fadal # Feui# war g3 2|

Mr. Trump, earlier a New York businessman and a Democrat, was an opponent of trade and wars for decades.

At &9, S ggel 7 AT F AR AR T SARE A, SR T AR 3R Jeui & o 3|

By 2015, he had made up his mind to make the Republican Party the platform of his politics and personal ambitions.

2015 deh, 3eglal 3197 Tslaliaes 3 AfFdeTa Agcararian3l & v Rufedse il &7 37997 Tle®hid & & H S &7

Ao foram ami
The ground for MAGA was already fertile.
MAGA & ot STl ggel &1 3aT &l

What was lacking was “someone with the political talent, charisma, fame, or resources to popularize its ideology (as Ronald Reagan
did for his sunny small-government conservatism) — until Trump,” writes 1saac Arnsdorf in Finish What We Started — The MAGA
Movement’s Ground War to End Democracy.

St AT A ag A w1S var g, orad veefas wfde, FRear, vRagfer ar gaus 8, S s8% [AORyURT & deiT a6
T (ST fh UeAtes WA A AT BIC THR AT Ffeariedr & T Rar A1) — 9 T, @ HSAF H0sE o Finish

What We Started — The MAGA Movement’s Ground War to End Democracy & for@r gl

It was Reagan who first used the slogan, ‘Let’s Make America Great Again,” and Mr. Trump has counted him as the last great
President of the country before himself.

T ¥ Segler I uger “HTBT IANFT F1 BT A AT T 7 ART A7 247, 3R 8 eua 3¢ 379 gt & AT
Tsgatd & & H [ gl

Strange and paradoxical as it may well be, a major section of American working class found a champion in Mr. Trump.
g 3olie 3R W ST & ThdT g, R i 3ARFr sf@s aov & e 93 Rew J 4t <o d v dfFaga am

The economic distress of the majority is not captured in expert accounts but Mr. Trump could sense the opportunity to market his
politics.

3ifeenTer Sl T nfde ddhe T TAAwAT FHr Rulet &7 A&7 ghsr STar §, ofcheT st a sl YT TSTeiiiad HI Ferar ol Hl
3w’ Aggy |

Apart from identifying the potency of anti-globalism as a political agenda, Mr. Trump who has no record of being a practising Christian,
also sensed the cultural dispossession that the white Christians of America were confronting.

hadl Te-TAafaeH I U Jolelllcde TSl & §9 H Ugdleld & 3amar, st v, St a5 dfaeier hfeaasr g &
RS gt a1, &7 Ig o AgqH fhar o 3RS & whe $UTE vy aepfas FEdisfa 1 A X © A
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The religious composition of the population is changing due to changing patterns of migration, and an evident trend of secularisation.
SITHET T UTfAF FIGAT Scoldd YA Ueor 3R FOse &9 & eAfaderar 1 ggfcd & HROT ol ET &

In the early 1990s, 90% of U.S. adults identified as Christians, but now the figure is around two-third of that.

1990 & EAF & YR H, 90% AN TIEH o G HI§AE & T H UgaleAl AT, dfchel T I HIhsT IH I 1T al-
IGRER

The proportion of those who identified as followers of no religion grew sharply in the same period, which is currently at 29%.
Siegia f4eTr fohell e & 3TaR & &9 & Tgdle, 3ehT 3gud 3T 3af & aoll & a1 8, Sl aadAe= H29% g
They form the ruling elite of the country.

q 32 & ArEE AT T 7 f{EAr a1 1T g

The share of Muslims and Hindus among new immigrants began to rise too.

AT ITvaraat # gEeATAT 3R gt w1 o o sea o9l

Christianity is part of MAGA’s motivation and Mr. Trump constantly invokes it.

TS 4 MAGA Fr W T fgear § 3R sl o sd aemar defia &a £

In 2016, he promised “Christianity will have power,” and in 2024 he asked Christians to unite behind him.

2016 #, 3egiat dter fohar AT “§ATS et by Arferd fAelel,” 3R 2024 7 3ogiel §ABAT A 3e7eh NS Tehole @il T MedleT foham|
But he specifically sought to enlist Hindus and Muslims too into MAGA.

Afhet 3egia A &9 & gt 3R FaerAel w1 o MAGA & ATAS & &1 Jar g o |

Critics of MAGA could never imagine that it might appeal to minorities.

MAGA & 3Tolider &3 T8 O Tha ¥ 5 Ig HeTHEIH] I JH T HT Thdl gl

“The MAGA movement now controlled one of the two major parties, but it remained unpopular with a majority of Americans...
Democrats discovered that Trump’s MAGA brand was widely disliked,” writes Mr. Arnsdorf in the book that was published after the
2022 mid-term election setback for the party.

“MAGA HIEIe 3 & YT uriedt # & veh W @G0T X gt o1, dfehed g 3ferenier 3ARTHAT # 3107 ... Sarsew
J IE 9T & €T T MAGA §TS <19 §9 & 98 fhar a=ar ar,” o sedsieh o 39 forae & formr § sv2022 &
mwﬁmgmﬁﬁ%m%mw@agézﬁl

Democrats would discover something else by 2024 — minorities in MAGA.
SATHCH 2024 T $© AR WSl - MAGA A HeTHETF |

Minorities and MAGA's Promise
HeqHETF T MAGA FT der

Minorities are the most ardent aspirants to the promised greatness of America, and they probably connect with the slogan as well as the
current reality of challenges very well.

HETHETF IARHT 1 grer T a1 Hglelal & Fa& shefer 3mehiel €, 3R F A¥e AR & AY-AY qAE At $Hr
Jredfawar § off g 3 ¥ I3 B

Minorities are also evidently concerned about protecting their religious rights, perhaps even more than Christians. Mr. Trump promised
them that, and showed the irreligious third of the population as their enemy.

HEYHETH TISC FT T 3o 41fdier 31MaRT I BT @ oo [fad &, e Sasai @ off samer shea s 378 I8 arer
forar ar, 3R S & Auifds ey REd & 3ad o & &9 & @

While the Christian, nativist right is a major driving force of the MAGA movement, it has found common cause with other religious
groups against the non-religiosity of the elite.

STafer $ars, deft FAFR MAGA JiEIee T T YHE W I 8, 3801 AfAed adf i Ruiffiears @are g aiffis
HHG & Y AHATT SHROT 91T &
For instance, the large sections of Hindu and Muslim conservatives are vocal supporters of MAGA’s resistance to transgenderism.

3eeXoT & fAT, g 3R ARes TRy Tt & 93 TF MAGA & grsistarg & foRiyr & afsha aAd ¢

Electoral Performance

gardr geete

This explains the latest surge in MAGA’s enhanced popularity, and Mr. Trump’s electoral performance.

TE MAGA &1 S¢1 g5 ST & giferar Jefer 3R 4 €9 & oard weeler A Tse T ¢

He could flip Pennsylvania, Michigan and Wisconsin, which gave Joe Biden his victory in 2020.

3egiet UeTfedferaT, fAfRereT 3R RATwifeaad # Tdea & Thadr urcd &, [Segiel SiY a188d &t 2020 § 371 faora feams o)
In Pennsylvania, Mr. Trump increased his support among Latinos to 42%o, from 27% in 2020.

Yafeafaar &, AT o A ATdiel o ST 19T TAYA 27% T TG 42% A G|

In Dearborn, in Michigan, where 55% of the population is Muslim, Mr. Trump won more than 42%o votes and led Ms. Harris by
around six points.

fafRrerer & fBawaiet &, 5787 55% STaear A &, A ET A 42% & 3HfF dlc ured U 3R Ms. Harris 1 @701 ©F 30 &
4 o feam|

In 2020, three-fourths of the city had voted for Mr. Biden.

2020 &, AET F AA-ANUTS A9 o S aBsA & U&T F FAST ThaT AT

African Americans’ support for Mr. Trump is constantly on the rise—from 8% in 2016, to 13% in 2020 and 20% in 2024.

3hreRT 3ARTRAT & M EwF 9fd FAST AR 96 8T §—2016 H 8%, 2020 3 13% 31 2024 H 20% |

Exit polls suggest that a third of pro-choice women voted for Mr. Trump.
tfdee AT gera & § fh N-asw ARt # & ve fogrs 7 s gw A die e
This is “the biggest, the broadest, the most united coalition in American history,” Mr. Trump said after the results.

Ig "3ARET sfaerd # Fad 93, gad RAEqd, 3R Fod Tagje Toaua g, Mg gRomAT & a1g Fe|
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Historical Populism and MAGA's Persistence

MARAF Setarg 3 MAGA i ATaar

e Inthe late 19th century, the U.S. had witnessed a populist upsurge that sought to rein in its robber barons and protect the interest of the
commoners.

19t eraredl & 3 A, WIFT AST o Ueh Seldrel IHR ST AT S 301 ¥ goitaferal 1 g et 3T 3mer et & et

T &M I T 9ATH ) I@T AT
e Both parties had to respond to the questions raised by this populism.
el gIfiéat A 3 SeldiG gaRT 33TT AT HATel I SIS GeAT US|

e The ruling establishments of Republican and Democratic parties have so far tried to dismiss MAGA as an inconsequential disturbance
that would eventually fade.

Ruafeasar 3 3 fes wiiéal & eamae ufdsem! & a0 g MAGA &I Teh =6 Raea & &9 & @IikeT Hitel &1 Hifrer
g Sif 3idd: FHATed g Srean|
e The 2024 elections showed it is persistent.

2024 % gardl & JE femm feam & e g

Canada ends fast-track

visa programme for
international students

GS Paper Il:

India-Canada
OTTAWA

Canada has ended with im-
mediate effect the popular
fast track study visa pro-
gramme, SDS, a major pol-
icy decision that is likely to
impact scores of interna-
tional students, including
from India.

The processing time for
students applying under
the Student Direct Stream
(SDS) was significantly
shorter and approval rates
higher, something that will
change after Canada ended
the scheme on Friday.

Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau in September had

said on X: “We’re granting
35% fewer international
student permits this year.
And next year, that num-
ber’s going down by anoth-
er 10%.”

Bad actors

“Immigration is an advan-
tage for our economy — but
when bad actors abuse the
system and take advantage
of students, we crack
down,” he added as the Ca-
nadian government said it
was looking to reduce the
number of temporary resi-
dents. The move comes
amid the ongoing diplo-
matic row between India
and Canada.

FA & §IG dGol STTai|

e Prime Minister Justin Trudeau in September had said on X: “We’re granting 35% fewer international student permits this year. And
next year, that number’s going down by another 10%6.”

JUTAR AR T3t A Rda & X T &gl AT “gH 58 a¥ 35% HH ARSI B1F WRAe & W §1 3R 3¢ a¥, 98 d&ar
3R 10% e g Srwefy|”

e “Immigration is an advantage for our economy — but when bad actors abuse the system and take advantage of students, we crack down,”
he added as the Canadian government said it was looking to reduce the number of temporary residents.

3giel A5 o g, “HITETHT GAN HITGEAT & AT U o1 B—olfehel STa G dea FAECH T GRUaeT Hid § 3R o
HT BIICT 33Td &, dl &7 Ha HRATS A 817 FATSS IR o Tg T FgT & g Iryr) [AarfRE & gear & gee |
faor = @ B

e The move comes amid the ongoing diplomatic row between India and Canada.

g FeH AR AR FATST 6 &I Tol ¢ Fealfad 3a1g & o< 30T a7 5

Catdle unleashed

The vibrant tradition of cattle racing has its roots in the agrarian culture of Kerala
and is deeply intertwined with the harvest festival of Onam

[GS Paper I: Art and Cuiture]

Canada ends fast-track visa programme for international
students

FATST o HARTSAT BTl & v wree-¢s dien FdwA
qATCT T o=

Canada Ends Popular Fast Track Study Visa Programme (SDS)
FATST A AHAT BRE ¢h FeTIT IS FRHH (SDS) H FATCT

frar

e Canada has ended with immediate effect the popular fast track study visa programme, SDS, a
major policy decision that is likely to impact scores of international students, including from India.

HeATST o dchlel THTT T T BIFE &b Ieqq AT FRIFH (SDS) T FHATCT F e
¢, Ig Teh HAgcaqul sifd Ao § St R 6 g 3cRTSET BTHT &l JHIfId Y Fehell
gl

e The processing time for students applying under the Student Direct Stream (SDS) was
significantly shorter and approval rates higher, something that will change after Canada ended the
scheme on Friday.

Ol & [T S ¥g8e SRRFE T (SDS) & dgd 31desl &l U, 3eTehl THERUT HAY
FIAY FA AT 3N TAPHIT & 3T A, ST 379 FATST IR H AISTeAT T YR I AT

attle race is a sport organised in various
parts of rural Kerala with great
enthusiasm after the harvesting season.

The vibrant tradition of cattle racing
has its roots in the agrarian culture of the State.
The practice, which can be traced back centuries,
is intertwined with the harvest festival of Onam,
which celebrates the bountiful harvest and the
spirit of community. During Onam, villagers
engage in various festivities, with cattle racing
emerging as a popular highlight. In Kerala, cattle
hold significant cultural value, symbolising
prosperity and the agricultural lifestyle.

The races are not just competitions; they are
celebrations of the bond between farmers and
their cattle — an aspect that is very evident in
other cultures too, like in Tamil Nadu’s Jallikattu.
The excitement and fervour surrounding these
events foster community spirit and bring the local
populace together.

Cattle races in Kerala are typically organised in
paddy fields or mud tracks, where specially
trained bulls compete. An age-based classification
ensures fair competition among the participants.
The cattle are graded by age for various races.
Those with just milk teeth come under the

sub-junior category and those with four
second-generation teeth (after the milk teeth have
fallen) are considered “seniors”. The cattle
chosen for racing are more expensive than those
used for regular farming activities. These animals
are given special diet, including glucose, cumin
seeds, eggs, cotton seeds, and milk, in the run-up
to the races.

Training begins well in advance, with jockeys
employing techniques to ensure that the cattle
are not only fit but also accustomed to the race
environment. In recent years, cattle racing has
gained more visibility, with events attracting
tourists and spectators from various parts of the
country. This increased interest has led to
organised competitions, complete with prizes
and recognition for the best performers.
However, amidst the modernisation, efforts are
being made to preserve the traditional aspects of
this age-old practice. Cattle racing is more than
just a sport in the State; it is a celebration of
tradition, community, and agricultural heritage.
As it continues to evolve, it retains its cultural
significance, reflecting the deep-rooted
connection between the people of Kerala and
their land.
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Getting ready: People watch as a jockey prepares his cattle for the race.
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Cattle unleashed

Al FaFd

The vibrant tradition of cattle racing has its roots in the agrarian culture of Kerala and is deeply
intertwined with the harvest festival of Onam

#aeh ats A Shad Wor A 55 w7 A F FEpfa § § 3R TE AMH F GO9I 30T F T
TS TN TR

Cattle Race: A Traditional Sport in Rural Kerala

Tt # gls: AT T A TF IRURSF G

o Cattle race is a sport organised in various parts of rural Kerala with great enthusiasm after the harvesting season.
U FelE & AT & ¢ AT AT > [P Beal F ot fr els 1 @ 93 3caw F Ty 3mAfaa = sar gl
e The vibrant tradition of cattle racing has its roots in the agrarian culture of the State.
It Fr als f g Sfidd Wawr ToF H R wEpfa F Tl 79 W g
o The practice, which can be traced back centuries, is intertwined with the harvest festival of Onam, which celebrates the bountiful harvest
and the spirit of community.

Ig 9T, St wfeal Qe &, 3o & wHe AlgR @ 37 8, S Ty Bae AR e H1Ee T F1 3c8d gl
e During Onam, villagers engage in various festivities, with cattle racing emerging as a popular highlight.
3NorA & SR, Arefor RAffesT 3cwal 7 smer Ja 8, forwe amat @ dts v gHw nHvur & ®T A IR B
e In Kerala, cattle hold significant cultural value, symbolising prosperity and the agricultural lifestyle.
I H AT T WEPIdh Heed g, i GG AR FR Saer et vl &
e The races are not just competitions; they are celebrations of the bond between farmers and their cattle — an aspect that is evident in other
cultures too, like in Tamil Nadu’s Jallikattu.

4 als Fae FfAANAaT g1 & 75 Bt 3R AR At S & GEYU F 3cHT § — U Uge] St e HEpfadr H o
Tose g, o T affieeg &1 Sedeeg|

e The excitement and fervour surrounding these events foster community spirit and bring the local populace together.
goT TSIl & -9 T 3cHTE X N AHTR—E AT HT 967aT &d § IR TR STAHEIT I Tehole &

e Cattle races in Kerala are typically organised in paddy fields or mud tracks, where specially trained bulls compete.

el H AT FT 2ls IMAAR WU & ol JTHEs F T IR AT o ST 8, S8l 99 & & giAfara ars gfaeaar
T &l

e An age-based classification ensures fair competition among the participants.
Irg-3renRa Fafferor gfenfaat & o fTsuet giaaaar giafed s g

e The cattle are graded by age for various races. Those with just milk teeth come under the sub-junior category and those with four
second-generation teeth (after the milk teeth have fallen) are considered seniors.

IR 3G F MR R AffeT st & e aeffra frar siar &1 oo a0 Faa gy F qa e §, 355 39-Ffass Ao
# @ S g, 3R ek aR gfadT ) & &id (q@ & aid IR & a1g) @ § 3% aRss AT S g
e The cattle chosen for racing are more expensive than those used for regular farming activities.
als & faT It a5 o g Y wrgf & 3uher & S arelr It H Jorer 7 3ifte wgaft g ¢
e These animals are given a special diet, including glucose, cumin seeds, eggs, cotton seeds, and milk, in the run-up to the races.
ST SaNl 1 &5 @ Ugel AW 3meR e Srar &, 5w se@rer, Sk, 33, w9 & i, 3k gy anfAe gl §

e Training begins well in advance, with jockeys employing techniques to ensure that the cattle are not only fit but also accustomed to the
race environment.

TRIETOT 1T Tgel YE BT &, Torae STy THT Teheliohl T 3TN X ¢ fHd I o shael fihe ¢ afewals & aARlad
o aRfa g i

e Inrecent years, cattle racing has gained more visibility, with events attracting tourists and spectators from various parts of the country.
gl & aut #, It Ay gz o ufdgfy A §, Tad Afdea Redl & s 3k gds g7 3maaer $r 3R 3maia
gU &l

e This increased interest has led to organised competitions, complete with prizes and recognition for the best performers.
50 ¢ g5 o o aried faAfansit & siea feram @, fSerel Eh 3iR v o enfAver )

o However, amidst the modernisation, efforts are being made to preserve the traditional aspects of this age-old practice.
gleilToh, AMYTARIHIOT & e, $H WAl TYTH IRARF Tgef3il o W& el & JA v 57 E 2

o Cattle racing is more than just a sport in the State; it is a celebration of tradition, community, and agricultural heritage.

Tsg & It &y el At vk Wer e 8 I8 WO, WHEH R P e 1 3009 &

e As it continues to evolve, it retains its cultural significance, reflecting the deep-rooted connection between the people of Kerala and
their land.

SIH-518 Ig fasfad @Il S T &, T8 9= ARPpias Ageddl 1 FAC W gV &, 3N el & AWM 3R 3o (4fA7 & o
& MEX W HT AT B
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