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Simultaneous polls Bill not
to come up before LS today

Two Bills on the matter removed from the revised list; government likely to complete financial

business first; the Rajya Sabha will begin the day with a discussion on supplementary grants

IGS Paper lI: Parliament |

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Union govern-
I ment has not in-
cluded the Consti-

tution amendment Bill on
holding simultaneous elec-
tions to the Lok Sabha and
Assemblies on the revised
list of business for Monday,
indicating that the Bill
could be delayed.

The Constitution (129th
Amendment) Bill and the
Union Territories Laws
(Amendment) Bill were
earlier listed for Monday in
the Lok Sabha.

Indications are that the
Centre will bring the Bills
once the Rajya Sabha com-
pletes the discussion on
the Constitution and after
the passage of supplemen-
tary demands for grants in
the Lok Sabha.

Now, if the Centre wants

Rajya Sabha Chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar has invited Mallikarjun
Kharge for discussions on Monday to end the impasse. ANI

to bring the Bills on Mon-
day, permission from
Speaker Om Birla is neces-
sary to introduce a supple-
mentary list of business.
The members received
both Bills after the Union
Cabinet cleared them last
week.

In the statement on ob-
jects and reasons, Law Mi-

nister Arjun Ram Meghwal
has said the general elec-
tions to the House of the
People and all State Assem-
blies were held simultane-
ously in 1951-52, 1957, 1962
and 1967. However, due to
premature dissolution of
some Assemblies in 1968
and 1969, the cycle of hold-
ing polls simultaneously

with the House of the Peo-
ple was disrupted.

He said the Law Com:
mission, in its 170th report,
suggested that holding sep
arate elections for Assem-
blies should be an excep:
tion rather than the rule.

“There is an imperative
need for holding of simul-
taneous elections, given
that elections have become
expensive and time-con
suming,” he said, adding
that a committee under the
chairmanship of former
President Ram Nath Ko
vind too recommended
the same.

In the Rajya Sabha, the
first item on the agenda is
discussion and voting or
Supplementary Demands
for Grants — First Batch for
2024-2025.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

Simultaneous Polls Bill Not to Come Up Before Lok

Sabha Today

g AR Rumewsnmat F vwrary gae #1 {dww sme
AT A qer AL gram
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e The Union government has not included the Constitution amendment Bill on holding
simultaneous elections to the Lok Sabha and State Assemblies in the revised list of
business for Monday, indicating that the Bill could be delayed.

¥5 TR A Awas 3R Tsw Rumwsmt F vFEy g W @ g6t e
et fades & AR & @ s J arfae w6 R & Sew d@ea
Aoar § & Qdae & O & gar g1

e The Constitution (129th Amendment) Bill and the Union Territories Laws
(Amendment) Bill were earlier listed for Monday in the Lok Sabha.

wfeurer (12087 weterer) fadas 3R &g afda wder e (Fetuer) fRgas 1 g
TIHAR Y NFTHT H Fellaeer fhar aram 7|

e Indications are that the Centre will bring the Bills after the Rajya Sabha completes
discussions on the Constitution and after the passage of supplementary demands
for grants in the Lok Sabha.

THhd ¢ o g AR T TU99® a9 97 HET 9 TeaaHT @R 9T g9t Q@ aW
Il 3R ANFHHHT A IHeTeTeT HY ITRF A b AR AT Swa|

o If the Centre wants to bring the Bills on Monday, permission from Speaker Om Birla
will be necessary to introduce a supplementary list of business.

Ifg $g TR AHAIR & AYTF A1 aATge &, o AhasT eat A Ngen @ TF
FRER G T B IR AT AR By

e Members received both Bills after the Union Cabinet cleared them last week.
wEal A gl fA9Ts Wod acde F6 ARdAsd @Rt T U o= & a6

9red §'Q'I
e Inthe statement of objects and reasons, Law Minister Arjun Ram Meghwal

mentioned that general elections to the House of the People and State Assemblies
were held simultaneously in 1951-52, 1957, 1962, and 1967.

FTefeT HA A A A"AT o 3652 AR FRON & {awor 7 ea@ fhar & 1951-52,
1957, 1962 AR 1967 & diwwe R Tsa Rumwenst F Iara wHary v 9T |

e However, due to the premature dissolution of some Assemblies in 1968 and 1969, the
cycle of holding simultaneous elections with the House of the People was disrupted.

glelifeh, 1968 A 1969 # Fo TAUHNIN & FAT & Tgel TGl S & HROT
AFHEAT F WT THAY AT FAA FT 9 a0 g1 AT

e The Law Commission, in its 170th report, suggested that holding separate elections
for Assemblies should be an exception rather than the rule.

fafer amahr & 3roel 1704 R & genma fear & faerergemsit & fov rerer goma
T AH9arE g aifew, ga A

e Law Minister Meghwal emphasized the need for simultaneous elections, citing
elections as expensive and time-consuming.

Pl HAl ATATS o IoAal BT AGI AR FHT AA T Sl GC ChaATT Ieard e
Y ArIRFHAT R S e

e A committee chaired by former President Ram Nath Kovind also recommended
simultaneous elections.
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qd Tsgufar I ATy Fifdg AT reetar areh FfAfT A o vhAry gerE e A

AwIRer $r

Discussion on Supplementary Demands for Grants in Rajya Sabha
TSIHHT A HeJaTel Y HJQRF A@IN G =l

o The Rajya Sabha will begin the day with discussion and voting on Supplementary
Demands for Grants — First Batch for 2024-2025.

ASTWHT 1 G He[aled HT HJQIF AW — 2024-2025 Y ggeh e ¥ 7=t 3R
A & Y X g |

Let’s talk about ‘'one candidate, multiple constituencies

GS Paper II: Elections

ver since the panel for ‘One Nation One

Election’ led by the former President of

India, Ram Nath Kovind, recommended

simultaneous elections to the Lok Sabha
and State Legislative Assemblies, much has been
written on its positive and negative aspects, the
practical considerations and of course the politics
around the subject. Amidst all the political
accusations and counter-accusations, another
important issue has gone missing from attention.
The matter is about one candidate contesting
from multiple constituencies (OCMC) for the
same office.

The background, the challenges
The Constitution of India provides for regular
elections every five years to the Legislative
Assembly and the lower House of Parliament.
However, the Constitution, other than providing
for the Election Commission of India (ECI), has
empowered Parliament to regulate the manner of
conducting the elections. Therefore, ‘contesting
from multiple constituencies’ has been dealt with
in the Representation of the People Act 1951.
Under the Act, there was no limit on the number
of constituencies a candidate could contest —
until 1996. This resulted in candidates contesting
from multiple constituencies, sometimes more
than two, winning them and vacating all but one
seat, in accordance with Section 70 of the same
Act. This necessitated by-elections frequently.
Due to this, Parliament amended the Act in
1996 to limit the number of constituencies that a
candidate can contest from, to two. The
amendment intended to discourage one
candidate from contesting from multiple
constituencies. Despite this, the practice has
continued. The numbers are even more frequent
in State Legislative Assembly elections, leading to
frequent by-elections — there were 44
by-elections for State Assemblies in November
2024 due to the resignation of sitting legislators.
Frequent by-elections due to candidates
winning from multiple constituencies pose
several challenges. First, they add to taxpayer
costs. The administrative cost of the Lok Sabha
elections is borne by the central government, and
Legislative Assemblies by the State governments;
in the 2014 general election, it amounted to
3,870 crore. Adjusted for 6% annual inflation,
the 2024 general election is put at a cost of 6,931
crore, or ¥12.76 crore per seat. If 10 politicians
win from two constituencies, the extra cost of
holding a by-election would be around 130
crore. While this is relatively small when
compared to overall election spending, the real
issue lies in the massive expenditure by political
parties, estimated at ¥1,35,000 crore for the
recent general election, or about 3250 crore per
constituency, according to the estimates by the
Centre for Media Studies. This burden ultimately
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falls on the public, and much of the funding
comes from black money, which undermines
financial transparency.

Second, the by-election necessitated by the
vacation of a winning candidate within an initial
six months tends to favour the ruling party. This
is borne out in by-election trends across multiple
States. This emanates from the fact the ruling
party can mobilise resources and provide
patronage to party workers. Such a scenario of a
non-level playing field is skewed against the
Opposition, which has negative implications for
parliamentary democracy.

Third, the financial burden of organising a
by-election disproportionately falls on the already
defeated candidate and their party, forcing them
to spend resources once again.

Fourth, the saying “Democracy is a
government of the people, by the people, and for
the people” suggests that elections should serve
people’s needs. However, a candidate contesting
from multiple seats serves as a hedging
mechanism against uncertainties and often
prioritises the leader’s interests, not the people’s.
This undermines democratic principles, placing
politics above the public.

Fifth, OCMC is sometimes used to enhance the
reach and message delivery of the leader, relying
on their popularity for electoral success. This
often reflects the leader’s dominance within the
party, particularly in family- or leader-centric
parties. Moreover, OCMC goes against the
fundamental right to freedom of speech and
expression of citizens. A petition filed in 2023
(Ashwini Kumar Upadhyay vs Union of India)
argued that when people elect a representative,
they trust that person to be their voice.
Contesting multiple constituencies, winning
them, and vacating one for a by-election violates
Article 19(1)(a) of the Constitution. This practice
causes voter confusion and discontent, as seen in
Wayanad, Kerala, when Rahul Gandhi vacated his
seat in 2024, potentially leading to voter apathy.
The voter turnout was 64.24% in the bypoll and
72.92% in the general election.

Some advantages

The OCMC is common in many countries. It may
also have some practical considerations. First,
contesting multiple seats provides a safety net for
candidates, especially in tightly contested
constituencies. Second, in a polity such as India,
where politics is centered around the leader and
family, OCMC smoothens the leader’s
continuation or transition in case a leader-centric
party secures a majority in the elections but the
leader of the party loses out. For instance,
Mamata Banerjee lost the Nandigram seat in the
2021 West Bengal Assembly elections. To make
way for her, another leader elected from the
Bhabanipur constituency had to resign from the
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Assembly. Similar things unfolded in the case of
Pushkar Singh Dhami, Chief Minister of
Uttarakhand in the 2022 Assembly elections.

International experience

0OCMC is not unique to India. Pakistan and
Bangladesh allow candidates to contest multiple
constituencies but require them to relinquish all
but one seat. Pakistan places no limit on the
number of constituencies a candidate can
contest, as seen in the 2018 elections when the
former Prime Minister contested five seats and
vacated four. Similarly, Bangladesh allowed
candidates to contest up to five constituencies
until 2008 but now limits it to three. The practice
was once common in the United Kingdom but has
been banned since 1983. Most European
democracies have phased it out to promote clear
representation and accountability.

The misuse of the OCMC far outweighs the
benefits. There have been demands for reforms,
and probable solutions may be considered. First,
amend Section 33(7) of the RP Act 1951 to ban one
candidate contesting from multiple
constituencies for the same office. The ECI, in
2004, recommended the government ban the
practice. The 255th Law Commission report in
2015 made the same recommendation.

Second, recovering the full cost of by-elections
from the candidate vacating a seat can serve to
discourage candidates from contesting
simultaneously. The ECI recommended cost
imposition on candidates contesting from
multiple constituencies in 2004. However, the
practice of 0CMC will continue as the winning
candidate or political party can afford to pay the
cost. Third, a more effective deterrent would be
to hold the by-elections after a year, allowing
voters ample time to make an informed decision
and giving the defeated candidate sufficient time
to recover and prepare strategically for another
contest. This would also provide a more balanced
and fair electoral process. This could be done by
amending Section 151A, Representation of
Peoples Act 1951 which provides for by-election
within six months of the occurrence of vacancy.

Holding elections requires substantial financial
resources from the state. Furthermore, with
elections being a round-the-year affair in India,
the frequent need for by-elections takes time and
money — resources that could otherwise be better
invested in the country’s development. However,
as the issue of OCOC (one candidate, one
constituency) is political, it requires political
willpower and the support of the major parties to
bring about change. However, unlike the One
Nation One Election, it does not have many
proponents in political parties. If “one person,
one vote” is the core democratic principle for
voters, it is time to enforce “one candidate, one
constituency” for candidates.
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One Candidate, Multiple Constituencies

UHh 3FAlCaR, s fAdT=er &

Ever since the panel for ‘One Nation One Election’ led by the former President of
India, Ram Nath Kovind, recommended simultaneous elections to the Lok Sabha and
State Legislative Assemblies, much has been written on its positive and negative
aspects, the practical considerations, and the politics around the subject. Amidst all
the political debates, the issue of one candidate contesting from multiple
constituencies (OCMC) for the same office has not received enough attention.

HRT & qd Tseuld WA AT g I IreFeTar drell 'qef AT I FolFeueT UeTel o
SAheT 3R AT AU & FATAG IoA1a 1 FAGIRT H 81 36 TR FHRIcHS
IR AFRIcAF T3, Amaeia far, 3R TeEhfa T sga a1 &5 &1 i
3FHIGaR g@rT vw & 9g & AT % fatae aE @ gema a8 1 Hegr ==t A F6
3|

The Background, the Challenges
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The Constitution of India provides for regular elections every five years to the
Legislative Assembly and the Lok Sabha. However, the Parliament, empowered by the
Constitution, regulates the manner of conducting elections.

AR | 7 ToT fAuEEensit AR e & v g ur aa ® faafda geme
I I T §| glelifeh, AT & §HE 1 Iolld A= & i A1 Afafdd wa
Fr afea & &

The issue of contesting from multiple constituencies is addressed in the
Representation of the People Act, 1951. Until 1996, there was no limit on the number
of constituencies a candidate could contest.

F$ faaaer &3t @ gare a5a &1 Hear 1951 F Fovfafaftes sfafags & dafoa
fohar aram g1 1996 e, fohdll 8l 3rrlicar & fav sl &t @ gora &3 Fahvdt &,
ST IS HIAT 17 A

Before 1996, candidates contested from multiple constituencies (more than two) and
vacated all but one seat as per Section 70 of the Act, resulting in frequent by-
elections.

1996 ¥ 9o, 3FHIcaR v& § Ifw faTaer &3 (@ & S3men) 4 gora osd ¥ 3R
YRT 70 % 3HJAR Th HT BISH Sl el & Giell A &d Al $Hh HROT YA
TR-SR g d U

In 1996, the Act was amended to limit candidates to contest from a maximum of two
constituencies, intending to discourage this practice.
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1996 & Jiftfers & @it fhar o, fored 3eAicart &l siftsaw ar faataer &t
¥ TAIT oI5l ek WAT T AT a1, a1 5@ 921 T galcqnied fham ST &

Challenges of Frequent By-Elections

R-aR 39gATd S gatfaar

Frequent by-elections increase the costs to taxpayers. In the 2014 general election,
administrative costs amounted to ¥3,870 crore. Adjusted for 6% annual inflation, the
2024 election costs were estimated at ¥6,931 crore, or ¥12.76 crore per seat.

SR-SR 39T @ FEranat o AfaRed aisr gsar &1 2014 & A GaATa 7 GRS
AT 3,870 F05 AT| 6% aTf¥s FHEehIfer & A1y, 2024 & FeIral I AT 26,931 FN3
377eRT 978, AT 9T Tie 12.76 FS|

If 10 politicians win from two constituencies, the extra cost of by-elections would be
approximately ¥130 crore.

3PR 10 AdT el fadTae & @ Siidd €, ar 3ugara & falera mere oerster 2130 #0
g

The massive expenditure by political parties, estimated at ¥1,35,000 crore for the
2024 elections (around ¥250 crore per constituency), adds a significant burden.

USTalifceh gell aRT %1,35,000 FU3 & (AT 8T (Fcdeh fodTaet &7 # T250
F03) T HRT Sgr g B

By-elections tend to favour ruling parties, as they can mobilize resources and
provide patronage to workers. This creates a non-level playing field, disadvantaging
the opposition.

39gATT HFAT FATURY WA & get # gl § Fife F ganeE # s AR
HTIhcl3iT T WIETOT 3 7 TeTo glal &1 a9 IrwareT aRfeufoat serch €, foraa famer
Y HAT Bl &

Financial burden disproportionately falls on defeated candidates and their parties,
forcing them to spend resources again.

AT ST gRS arer 3FAlcart 3R 39T aifcar W 318 gsar &, 59w s v &
HETU @ it I=a &

Democracy and Voter Trust

Awraa 3T AdeEaEt F1 RQeaw
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Elections should prioritize people’s needs but contesting multiple seats often serves as
a hedging mechanism for leaders, undermining democratic principles.

ATl T STl Y HTaRIFAN I TAfAGRA St afR, Afret w8 diet & gara
oISell HFEX A3 & foIv e WeAfad & &9 # w7 e g, foad diwaifas
fgtia AR 81 2l
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In 2023, a petition (Ashwini Kumar Upadhyay vs Union of India) argued that vacating
seats for by-elections violates Article 19(1)(a), causing voter confusion and
discontent.

2023 # T e (IR FAN IUEAN &7 AR Fu) & T &7 = &
39T & T dIE @rell e dgeds 19(1)(a) T Sedtel aar &, orad Aaeranit
# s 3k 3w der giar 1

Example: In Wayanad, Kerala, Rahul Gandhi vacated his seat in 2024, reducing voter
turnout to 64.24% in the bypoll compared to 72.92% in the general election.

3ETEROT. 2024 7 I & IS # Tgel M A 3= We @l X &, FEd 3ugaAa
& A HMERY 64.24% 81 18, ST 31T FoA1d o 72.92% & Hehleol HA 2|

Advantages of OCMC
OCMC & &9

The OCMC is common in many countries. It may have some practical considerations.

OCMC #§ a3l & 3T §138% $© TEeTRe Uge] & Hehd ¢l

Contesting multiple seats provides a safety net for candidates, especially in tightly
contested constituencies.

¢ Wel ¥ gaT agan 3FGart & fAT e Faa e T ¢, 9 &7 & &3
HhIeel arel fdTael it #|

In a polity such as India, where politics is centered around the leader and family,
OCMC smoothens the leader’s continuation or transition.

HRA AW To=fas e &, 98l oefa aar 3R oRar v &g @< &, ocmc aar
#r fAaaT a1 FHFAT Y GAA AT ¢
For example, Mamata Banerjee lost the Nandigram seat in the 2021 West Bengal

Assembly elections. To make way for her, another leader elected from the Bhabanipur
constituency had to resign.

3TEX0T & ToIT, #AACT Fefslt & 2021 F 9w Faner faumrwe gamEt F s e
gR @I 37 T T §16 & AR fodTaer a7 & aifRd v s aar &
SEATHT ST UsT|

A similar case occurred with Pushkar Singh Dhami, Chief Minister of Uttarakhand, in
the 2022 Assembly elections.

T & AT T R urell, savEs & qeadd, & Wy 2022 F s gamat §
g3

International Experience

HARTSET HeTore
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OCMC is not unique to India. Pakistan and Bangladesh also allow candidates to
contest multiple constituencies but require them to relinquish all but one seat.

OCMC #iRa & faw srgfadia &gt 1 wifrears 3R seacer 8t 3Fiicanrt = &5
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fAdTae afst & gerg s F AT & 8, AfheT 3§ el vk Hie SIS TR
HIet T @rell Y= giem gl

Pakistan places no limit on the number of constituencies a candidate can contest.
For example, in the 2018 elections, the former Prime Minister contested five seats
and vacated four.

uiffEare # 3FAlGaR q@RT a3 A arel Wel fr F'Ar W FE WA 78 T 3areor
& foT, 2018 % gamal # @ guEHE A giw HieY F arE d31 3R IR A @relr
&t

Bangladesh allowed candidates to contest up to five constituencies until 2008 but now
limits it to three.

STl & 2008 aF 3FHIGART F urg fatae &3 § g @z A sEgAfa qa,
Afhet 319 3@ AT a& AfFa w G g

The United Kingdom banned this practice in 1983. Most European democracies have
phased it out to promote clear representation and accountability.

TTEes fheorsH A 39 wAT W 1983 H wfdwer sem Rl srferer U dedHr o
Tose giafaftcd 3R SFareaeg) & de1dr &of & fov 38 AT X fear|

Reforms and Recommendations

quR AR Rrwhat
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The misuse of the OCMC far outweighs the benefits. There have been demands for
reforms to address these issues.

OCMC &T U 8% ol & et 7w T 37 Heal F gl A & v gur &
AT Hr IS F

Amend Section 33(7) of the RP Act, 1951, to ban one candidate from contesting
multiple constituencies.

1951 & RP JfAAIH Y 4RT 33(7) A MU &I, dlleh Teh 3FHIGAR I Fs fAarde
&t & YAT oI5 F AT ST Fh|

The Election Commission of India (ECI) in 2004 recommended banning this practice,
and the 255th Law Commission report in 2015 made the same recommendation.

HRd fAaT™a 3mAT (ECI) & 2004 F 39 92T R wfaeyr oRmer & f@wiier &, 31k
255dt faftr amarer iy R 2015 & s Iy R{wiRer

Recovering the full cost of by-elections from the candidate vacating a seat can
discourage simultaneous contests.

3FAiear garT HIe @rell FA W 3T-TA1d AT T ARG aHqd FIAT 0 JY oAl d
oS HI FallcATied AT Fehel ¢

The ECl recommended cost imposition in 2004, but political parties often afford to
pay the cost.

ECI s 2004 & AT o9Net &Y fAEIRer i oY, Afha To=iifas gof 39X 39 deTd
A dgd I Hhd ol
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A more effective deterrent would be to hold by-elections after a year, allowing voters
and candidates ample preparation time.

Teh 3T YeTTdl U 3U-gATT Y T ¥ a1 IAAT FIT 8 wFar g, Swd

Aderarstt 3R 3FAEaRT & gIitd I IHT AT |

This requires amending Section 151A of the RP Act, 1951, which currently mandates
by-elections within six months.

sg% foIT RP IfAfAa#, 1951 Y 4RT 151A F AT HTAT 8197, St aadHT & B
#E & MR 3Y-YAT A Far g

Frequent by-elections consume significant financial resources, which could be better
invested in development.

TATAR 39-ATT HecdqUl [T HEET T a1 &, og fdhrd H S5 olih &
Aaer fFar a1 geahar B

Conclusion

asay
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Political willpower and support from major parties are necessary to enforce "One
Candidate, One Constituency” (OCOC).

Terifas gearafdd 3R 9@ gat &1 TS g $f33e, aa Frdegudr (0COC)
AN A & AU 3EeTe §

Unlike One Nation, One Election, OCOC lacks many proponents among political
parties.

q AU, Tl FAFAT BT JolelT A OCOC T Tsfellicreh el A FAGT FASA g1 fAew
gl

If "one person, one vote" is a core democratic principle, it is time to enforce "one
candidate, one constituency."

ITE "qeT GHA, TT AN eliehcid &1 ALY euid g, o "aa $i33¢, aa Fiedreguar 1

SIa] &l ST HHT 31T I=T &
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Permissive no more

The Supreme Court must put an end to
violations of the Places of Worship Act

the registration of fresh suits across the

country regarding disputes of places of
worship is a welcome departure from the permis-
sive approach of the judiciary in recent times to-
wards such motivated litigation. A Division
Bench, headed by the Chief Justice of India, San-
jiv Khanna, has done well to stop the flow of liti-
gation and interim orders, including those that
allow ‘surveys’ of such sites and structures, while
it deals with the challenges to the validity of the
Places of Worship (Special Provisions) Act, 1991.
The order signifies a deep understanding that
this is not about a set of civil disputes but the fu-
ture of the country’s secular character. It is amply
clear to right-thinking citizens that the law, which
freezes the religious character of all places of
worship in the country as they were on the day of
Independence, would want this legislation to re-
main on the statute book as a bulwark against ele-
ments that want to perpetuate the religious di-
vide caused by such disputes. It is unfortunate,
and even condemnable, that courts of law have
failed to block these suits at a nascent stage by in-
voking the bar under this law. Instead, they have
been allowing applications for surveys, either dis-
regarding the Act and the Court’s endorsement of
its necessity in past judgments or ruling that the
statutory bar does not apply to them.

In the name of reclaiming religious sites lost to
invaders, several groups and purported devotees
have been moving civil courts and obtaining
questionable orders for surveying mosques for
evidence that they may have been built on the
ruins of destroyed temples. The success of the
Ram Janmabhoomi movement was largely due to
the political patronage enjoyed by its spearheads,
and a final verdict from the Court, which handed
over the disputed land to the Hindu litigants
while condemning the demolition of the Babri
Masjid mosque in December 1992. That the van-
dals involved in the demolition were acquitted,
without any further appeal, added to the trium-
phalism that marks this movement for altering
the status of mosques. This has given rise to
further claims in Varanasi, Mathura, and, more
recently, Sambhal, among other places that
house mosques dating back to the 16th century. A
notable feature of this permissive judicial attitude
is the complete absence of any understanding of
the history of the temple movement that was lar-
gely political in character. That judges could en-
tertain obviously baleful and ill-motivated cases
is a great cause of concern for those rightfully in-
vested in the secular nature of the country. The
criminal imprint on the nation’s fabric left by pol-
itical movements in a religious garb should not be
forgotten.

T he Supreme Court’s interim order halting
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Permissive no more

Ia 3R At

. The Supreme Court’s interim order halting the registration
of fresh suits across the country regarding disputes of places of
worship is a welcome departure from the permissive approach of
the judiciary in recent times.

Jel Tl § HfOd faarel @ qY & # AT FeheHT & Gofiehor
Y et AT FGNA HIC HT IARF 3T §Tel & FHI &
RAUITAIHT & AT ol dTel TSI & Th TANTT A9y

JTATT Bl

. A Division Bench headed by Chief Justice of India, Sanjiv
Khanna, stopped the flow of litigation and interim orders, including
those allowing 'surveys' of such sites, while it deals with
challenges to the Places of Worship (Special Provisions) Act,
1991.

AR & HET =T GfAT Goall S HEALTAT arell Beferer o
o Fehe Al AR IARA et H Ak e, ST g1 TUel &
FARTOT & ITATT St arer 3meer off enfder &, siafer I qa
Tydt (R 3uee) sfafaee, 1991 i duar &t galdr & am
AFC 8 fAue & gl

. The order reflects an understanding that this issue

concerns the future of the country’s secular character, not just
civil disputes.

Ig 313 Ig WA I &Ml § & a8 Aeer Fao awie faaret
& T8l g, dfedh & & yAfAeT aRT & sfasy 1 g1

. The law freezes the religious character of all places of
worship as they were on the day of Independence, serving as a
safeguard against elements that aim to perpetuate the religious
divide caused by such disputes.

I FheeT Tl o7 Tl & enfdid aRT F FaaaaT faw &
AT Star a1 A1 § qAe @ar § S 0 Qe @ 3ce
enfAe [HTST F Fo= arel deal & @ T & Jeret
LT Bl

. Courts have often failed to block these suits at an early

stage by invoking this law and have allowed surveys, disregarding
the Act or ruling that the statutory bar does not apply.

=TT HFE §H HIefel Sl oIl Hich $oT HehaHAl I YRIHE
WOT F Aehel H father W & 3R wfaron & 3egaAfa & 8, e
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Jfafgs &1 IeeE g5 & A1 Ig AU fqm I 6 TE FRIA 7 W] G
gla|

e Inthe name of reclaiming religious sites lost to invaders, groups have been moving
courts and obtaining orders for surveying mosques for evidence that they were built on
destroyed temples.

ITEHIATHT EaRT WY 37T enfiiF Foal F1 G 9o ¥ & A N, Jofg Afeeral &
FAETOT & 3G UTed Il o [T HGTeldl H ST I§ ¢ difch Jg JAT0T el ¥ fh g
ase foht 9T AR o) 18 7S o)

e The Ram Janmabhoomi movement succeeded due to political patronage,

culminating in a Supreme Court verdict awarding the disputed land to Hindu litigants
while condemning the Babri Masjid demolition (December 1992).

TH AR e Ttaiifad FHSA & HROT Thel g3 IR GlA FIE & T hael
# Rafea o = g aReedist @ @i ar mn, sefs el aleg fwaw
(e 1992) fr fAer & a1

e Vandals involved in the demolition were acquitted, and no further appeal was made,
contributing to the triumphalism of movements seeking to alter the status of mosques.

foeaw & enfAer 3ugfaar & a& & I = 3R A1 31k e g fr 8, Taw
Afeee) f ufa s & yarat Fr 3R gear B

e Further claims have arisen in Varanasi, Mathura, and recently in Sambhal, targeting
mosques from the 16th century.

arrorEt, 7AYW, 3N grer & A W A, 1641 7l F AfFSET @ Feren s ik e
fru T €1
e The permissive judicial attitude lacks an understanding of the political nature of the

temple movement, raising concerns among those who value the secular nature of the
country.

e eI H AfCT e & Uaalae TIHET ST THSTA HT HaT g, Faq gor
¥F gAYy IRT Hr AT T aret F T [ar 9 W

e The political movements in a religious guise left a criminal imprint on the nation’s
fabric, which must not be forgotten.

TS HTEor # TS Al S TS &F de-a W AReF sw o §, 5w
Helell gl 1T
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India’s firmer attempts at mineral diplomacy

GS Paper lll: Minerals

s India seeks to expand its manufacturing

and technological capability, critical

minerals will become vital to fulfil this
ambition. However, India, a major critical mineral
importer, still depends on other countries,
primarily China, for its mineral security, which
has become a cause of strategic concern. Union
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, who voiced
India’s apprehensions at a defence think tank
gathering, said, “While [the] scramble for
resources for economic reasons has had a long
history, their weaponisation by some nations for
strategic reasons is a comparatively new
phenomenon”, hinting at Chinese attempts. To
address India’s mineral security challenge, which
is aimed at reducing its strategic vulnerability,
New Delhi has started an attempt to engage in
mineral diplomacy.

Establishing joint ventures

This attempt is based on the pillars of: developing
international engagement with
mineral-producing countries, and establishing
strategic partnerships with intergovernmental
organisations. The first pillar focuses on building
bilateral ties with resource-rich countries such as
Australia, Argentina, the United States, Russia,
and Kazakhstan to secure the supply of lithium
and cobalt. To facilitate this vision, post-2019,
India established the Khanij Bidesh India Ltd.
(KABIL), a joint venture company with a mandate
“to ensure a consistent supply of critical and
strategic minerals to the Indian domestic
market”. The objective was to achieve mineral
security by securing agreements, and acquisitions
through government-to-government,
government-to-business, and
business-to-business routes.

In March 2022, KABIL signed a Memorandum
of understanding with Australia for a critical
mineral investment partnership, identifying two
lithium and three cobalt projects. Latin America’s
Lithium Triangle, which constitutes Argentina,
Chile, and Bolivia, has also attracted India’s
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attention. In January 2024, India signed a $24
million lithium exploration pact with a
state-owned enterprise in Argentina for five
lithium brine blocks. KABIL is also actively
working to secure mineral supplies by facilitating
the buying of assets from Bolivia and Chile. Apart
from the government, India’s private sector has
also benefited. Altmin Private Limited signed an
agreement with YLB, Bolivia’s national company,
to secure the raw material supply chain of Li-ion
batteries.

Central Asia has also caught India’s attention.
Recently, India and Kazakhstan formed a joint
venture, IREUK Titanium Limited, to produce
titanium slag in India. This was one of India’s first
joint ventures with the Central Asian Republics.
This attempt is aligned with New Delhi’s proposal
to establish an India-Central Asia Rare Earths
Forum to leverage the region’s rich resources.

Cooperative engagements

The second pillar of mineral diplomacy is
international engagement, which is forging and
strengthening partnerships with minilateral and
multilateral initiatives related to mineral security,
such as the Quad (Australia, Japan, India, the
United States), the Indo-Pacific Economic
Framework for Prosperity (IPEF), Mineral
Security Partnership (MSP) and the G-7, for
cooperation in the critical mineral supply chain.
These cooperative engagements aim to align
India with the global best practices in the critical
mineral sector across its three segments —
upstream, midstream, and downstream.

Additionally, they also facilitate knowledge
sharing and capacity building, which is important
for coordinating with international partners such
as the U.S., the European Union (EU), South
Korea, and Australia.

To further this collaboration with western
partners, India’s Ministry of Mines signed a MoU
with the International Energy Agency to
strengthen cooperation on critical minerals,
helping India to “streamline its policies,

regulations, and investment strategies in the
critical mineral sector, aligning them with global
standards and best practices”.

The missing pieces

India’s attempt at mineral diplomacy has led to
many positive outcomes, but still lacks three
essential ingredients required for its international
diplomatic engagement. These are: a lack of
private sector participation; weak diplomatic
capacity, and insufficient sustainable partnership.
Also, India’s private sector has largely been
missing from the equation.

The absence of a critical mineral supply chain
strategy and a clear road map for the private
sector are two primary variables responsible for
the lack of policy clarity, leading to their
absenteeism. To address these, India needs to
formulate a comprehensive approach for
de-risking, considering the role of the private
sector across the supply chain. An important step
would be to have a supply chain strategy based
on India’s growth prospects and national security
priorities.

Second, India must strengthen its mineral
diplomacy engagement. Having a dedicated
mineral diplomacy division within the Ministry of
External Affairs, similar to the New and Emerging
Strategic Technologies (NEST) division and a
special position for mineral diplomacy in selected
diplomatic missions can be the first step.

Third, India’s goal towards mineral security
necessitates that New Delhi forge strategic,
sustainable, and trusted partnerships with
bilateral partners and multilateral forums. Among
all its partners, working with EU, South Korea,
and the other Quad members is critical to India’s
mineral security due to its domestic capabilities,
diplomatic network and technological know-how.
If these issues can be resolved, India’s attempts at
mineral diplomacy will gain strength and will be
able to better complement New Delhi’s domestic
critical mineral initiatives, which are currently
moving at a slow pace.

India’s Firmer Attempts at Mineral Diplomacy

HRd & Giasr Feadfa 7 T g™

e As India seeks to expand its manufacturing and technological capability, critical
minerals will become vital to fulfill this ambition.

S-S AR 39eh AT AR AT aTHAT 1 [AEIR HEAT AR §, Agedqu]
AT S8 HAgcarhial 1 G F H Agedqul g1 Srder|

e India, a major critical mineral importer, still depends on other countries, primarily
China, for its mineral security, which has become a cause of strategic concern.

HR, ST Teh AT HAgcaqol @i 3marde g, 3 ot 37 S, faQroent dffer, o) 3r9=ir

gfaer gRam & fav e g, St oo fiar 1 FRor = 127

e Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh highlighted this issue, stating that the
weaponisation of resources by some nations for strategic reasons is a new
phenomenon, hinting at Chinese attempts.

FErr a1 A oy TS 3 AGE W Y ST % Fo S qany garee &t
RIEor s FRUT @ v a5 gear g, S il st 1 g e )
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Establishing Joint Ventures
YFA 3THAT Y FATIAT
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India’s mineral diplomacy is based on two pillars:
1. Developing international engagement with mineral-producing countries.
2. Establishing strategic partnerships with intergovernmental organisations.

HRT S Wil Heaiifd a Tasl W ITenia &:
3. @iAsl 3culeeh Rl & ATy FAWSET F31d RwfAa e
4, RSN TIMSAT & ATY [WTAaR TSGR TATAT HIAT|

Bilateral ties with resource-rich countries like Australia, Argentina, the U.S., Russia,
and Kazakhstan are being built to secure lithium and cobalt supply.

giasr Wuear Y SR sireefora, setdan, 3R, w0, 3t Fenfream & ary gfausha

Y §C S @ & ofifeh faf¥ge 3R Fiaree #1 3nqfd glafRaa & 51 g

India established Khanij Bidesh India Ltd. (KABIL) post-2019, a joint venture to ensure
a consistent supply of critical and strategic minerals to the Indian domestic market.

RA & 2019 & g @iasr fager sfEar fafdes (KABIL) it wamgar & S R
B[ SR H Ageaqur 3R worefas afast & e srgfd gaRea &= & fav
Teh HYFd 3UhA ¢l

In March 2022, KABIL signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Australia

for a critical mineral investment partnership, identifying two lithium and three cobalt
projects.

AT 2022 7, KABIL & 3iT¥eforar & 6 T Agcaqul @iasr der aser’y & v wh
gHSET AT (MoU) W g&areR e, 5ae g ffdgs ik di9 sidree aRAe=e
TgaTer S|

In January 2024, India signed a $24 million lithium exploration pact with a state-
owned enterprise in Argentina for five lithium brine blocks.

A 2024 H, ART A ST H Teh TsI-LaMAcd drell $usl & 1y gra fofds
ST scllhl & foT $24 AT &1 fRas savor gasiar )

KABIL is working to secure mineral supplies from Bolivia and Chile by facilitating the
buying of assets.

KABIL, arefam 3ik Rl @ wiaer i giafRaa aer & fov gufat & wlig @
giaursieish &= W@ Bl
India’s private sector has also benefited, with Altmin Private Limited signing an

agreement with YLB, Bolivia’s national company, to secure the raw material supply
chain for Li-ion batteries.

IR & sl &7 o1 o omer Sl ¢, o sreef@e ursae faf@es & YLB, stelfaar &r
USET husll & /T FASAT foham §, drfer Li-ion el & T sex Aol &1 3mqfd
HGT AR g1 Fehl

In Central Asia, India and Kazakhstan formed a joint venture, IREUK Titanium
Limited, to produce titanium slag in India.
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ALY TR A, aRa 3R Fenfeear o IREUK asefaas fafes s v aged
3¢TA T IS [haT, ST AR H EBSTATH FolIr T 3cTTGaT |

e This aligns with India’s proposal to establish an India-Central Asia Rare Earths Forum
to leverage the region’s rich resources.

g AR & T & 08T ¢ fob Teh HRA-7eq ofAA gelor qealt A= wuriod foam
ST Ifeh 36 &9 & THeY TAATYAT F 6T 3T ST Th|

Cooperative Engagements

Hehr AR

e The second pillar of mineral diplomacy is international engagement, focusing on
forging and strengthening partnerships with minilateral and multilateral initiatives
related to mineral security.

Giesl el HI R T3 ARSI 3 &, St Tietol & § A fd Aefideta
3R AT Tgdl & AU ABIGH T AT el W hiad gl

e Examples include Quad (Australia, Japan, India, the United States), Indo-Pacific
Economic Framework for Prosperity (IPEF), Mineral Security Partnership (MSP),
and G-7.

3CTET0N # Fa18 (3T TorT, SITaTe, $TRd, AR, 32)-4RAPF sHAAF hAaad B
ArEIREA (IPEF), At RAFARE qré&awfa (MSP) 31k G-7 enfaer g1

e These engagements aim to align India with global best practices in the critical mineral
sector across its upstream, midstream, and downstream segments.

T HEfET WA 1 Ageaqer @i & A AR wafawr vt & ary 3raedie,
TR, 3R SBATEAH Wl H 1T Tl T I Rl g

e They also promote knowledge sharing and capacity building with partners such as
the U.S., European Union (EU), South Korea, and Australia.

I AT WRIERY 3R a1ear A#ATor 7 o Serar & €, vt s, i w v (EV),
gfaror IR, 3R e S aeier anfae

e India’s Ministry of Mines signed an MoU with the International Energy Agency to
enhance cooperation on critical minerals, helping to streamline policies, regulations,
and investment strategies.

HRT & GeleT AATAY o HRTET FAT THH F AT Th FHSNAT AT W EEATER
fohu, drfer Fgeaqet @faslt o #gaeT & Aogd fohar S deh, 3R Ao, fRfaest, aur
forder vorfifoat o gegafewd foar o @)

The Missing Pieces

3rqot qa

o Despite positive outcomes, India’s mineral diplomacy faces three major challenges:
HhRIcHS IROTAT & STaele, AR S Tidel deaiiia died YHE gATadr T e
T &
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o Lack of private sector participation
fasht a3 Fr smefigrdr i F=A

o Weak diplomatic capacity
FASR Feadlfas &

o Insufficient sustainable partnerships
HYATed RF1F A=Y

e The absence of a critical mineral supply chain strategy and unclear road map for
the private sector discourages participation.

Fgeaqor Gfaer amqfed s@er IorEhfa @ i 3R et & & fav wase O3 A
Fr AT dficy A galcaed HLar &

e India needs a comprehensive approach to address these issues, considering de-
risking strategies for the private sector across the supply chain.

HRA &I SoT FHATITT Pl §T Il o [olU SqTISH TIOEHIVT hl TTAThdT g, T
IYf @ # Aol &7 & fov Sf@w sgeieor toreifaar enfae &f

e Strengthening mineral diplomacy engagement requires establishing a dedicated
division in the Ministry of External Affairs, similar to the NEST division.

gfarsr FeAlfd 31 1 Al e & AT, T HAeT H Teh FATAT THTr T

FIAT IATF §, ST A€ THIT & TATA &l

e Creating a special position for mineral diplomacy in key diplomatic missions is
recommended.

974G Toleish A # @iasl deaifd & favves @y gg aa= & Awier @
ST £l

e Building strategic, sustainable, and trusted partnerships with EU, South Korea, and
Quad members is vital for India’s mineral security.

EU, gfator IR, 3tk #ars gewat & ary wieifas, s 3k fegusyr aeterd
T 9T F TS gRam & v Agcaor B

e If these issues are addressed, India’s mineral diplomacy can complement its domestic
critical mineral initiatives, which currently progress at a slow pace.

ITE 3T gl T &1 fhdT ST 8, O R T @iersr Feallfd, B Ageaqor o
Ugell T Xk I Tl &, S doAT F el afy F werfa = @ E
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The digital frontier of inequality

[GS Paper II: Inequality |

ndia stands at a pivotal

moment in its digital

revolution, underpinned by

an internationally
recognised model of digital public
infrastructure. Today, India has
1.18 billion mobile connections,
700 million Internet users, and
600 million smartphones.

While the narrowing of the
digital gender divide is a sign of
progress, as in many countries, a
surge in gender-based violence
(GBV), particularly tech-facilitated
GBYV, threatens to overshadow
gains. In response, the Union
Ministry of Women and Child
Development recently launched
‘Ab Koi Bahana Nahi (no more
excuses)’, a national campaign
aligned with the global ‘16 Days of
Activism Against Gender-Based
Violence’. This annual campaign is
led by UN Women.

The risks

India’s digital transformation has
unlocked immense opportunities
for empowerment. The Pradhan
Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana has
increased account coverage almost
four-fold since 2015, with women
holding 55.6% of the accounts.
Digital Jan Dhan-Aadhaar-mobile
linkages enable direct benefits and
cashless transactions, especially in
rural areas. However, this
increased connectivity has also
exposed women to new risks.

In urban areas, online
harassment is rampant,
particularly targeting women in
public-facing roles such as
journalists and politicians. Rural
India boasts 20% more Internet
users than in urban areas (2021
Nielsen report). Already
constrained by societal norms,
many women and girls lack the
digital literacy and skills to
navigate online spaces safely.
Compounding the issue, many
women are also unaware of their
rights or the mechanisms available
to them for reporting abuse.

TFGBV takes many harmful
forms. These include persistent
harassment such as cyberstalking,
online trolling, and the
non-consensual sharing of

_ intimate images. Impersonation
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and fraud through fake profiles,
voyeurism, and grooming further
exploit vulnerable individuals.
These often force women and girls
to retreat from digital spaces.

India has taken important steps
to combat TFGBV. Legal
protections, including the
Information Technology Act,
2000, and the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita, 2024, provide a strong
foundation to address digital
violence. Mechanisms such as the
National Cyber Crime Reporting
Portal enable anonymous
reporting, while the
government-led Information
Security Education and Awareness
Programme spreads digital safety
awareness. Women-specific
programmes, such as Digital
Shakti, launched by the National
Commission for Women, equip
women with tools to navigate
online spaces securely. These
measures mark great progress in
creating safer digital spaces,
though some gaps remain.

India also actively engages in
international negotiations and
agreements, including the 67th
Session of the Commission on the
Status of Women where UN
member states, including India,
signed off on agreed conclusions
that called for “adequate
safeguards in order to promote an
open, secure, stable, accessible
and affordable information and
communications technology
environment for all women and
girls”. This underscores India’s
commitment to tackling TFGBV.

The way forward

Achieving truly safe digital
environments for women and girls
requires more focused and
strategic efforts that can keep pace
with this changing and evolving
digital world.

The Global Digital Compact,
adopted by world leaders
including India, at the UN Summit
of the Future earlier this year,
further strengthens legal and
policy frameworks “to counter
and eliminate all forms of
violence, including sexual and
gender-based violence that occurs
through or is amplified by the use

of technology”. Therefore,
combating TFGBV must be a top
priority. This includes enforcing
stricter laws against perpetrators
of online violence, and swifter
justice for survivors. Holding
social media platforms
accountable is an important part
of the tool kit to reduce TFGBV.
Expanding digital literacy
programmes, particularly in rural
areas, is critical. Integrating safe
online practices into school
curriculums and conducting
community workshops for women
and men, young and old, can be
empowering. Additionally,
nationwide campaigns that
challenge societal norms and
actively engage men and boys as
allies can foster respectful and
inclusive digital spaces.
Collaboration with India’s
vibrant tech industry is essential.
While many platforms have
introduced safety features, these
need further enhancement to
proactively address online abuse.
Leveraging artificial intelligence to
detect and remove abusive
content, yet retaining human
oversight, alongside introducing
user-friendly reporting
mechanisms, can improve safety.
Just as important is the
development of robust survivor
support systems that offer
accessible counselling, legal aid,
and rehabilitation services.
Expanding the capacity of
helplines and initiatives such as
TechSakhi, a helpline offering
accurate information, empathetic
support, and assistance, will
ensure that survivors receive
timely and effective assistance.
As we concluded observing the
16-Days of Activism that ends on
International Human Rights Day
every year, India’s timely message
is unequivocal: Ab Koi Bahana
Nahi. Ensuring women’s safety
online is not only a moral
obligation but also a critical pillar
for India’s progress.
Governments, tech companies,
civil society groups, individuals,
and international organisations
have a role to play, and we in the
UN Country Team are proud to be
a partner in this journey.
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The Digital Frontier of Inequality
fsfoea srmaEar Fr @A

e Indiais at a pivotal moment in its digital revolution, supported by an internationally
recognized model of digital public infrastructure.

AR 39ei Bfdee Fifa & v Agcaqol W1 # B, 98 HaWsET TR 9 AT
yrea BfSea graefas gfaard e & Alse qarr @afdia fear @ g

e India currently has 1.18 billion mobile connections, 700 million Internet users, and
600 million smartphones.

YR & U gdATT H 1.18 3RT AN Faiaeld, 70 FAT SelA¢ 3YAETH4T, 3R 60
FUS TACHIA & |

e The narrowing of the digital gender divide is a sign of progress, but a rise in tech-
facilitated gender-based violence (TFGBV) poses significant challenges.

B A Remse & wa g gorfd &1 daa B, Afeet dig@ifadr smRa A

& (TFGBV) # gefar arsfiv Ieifarar der sl B

e The Union Ministry of Women and Child Development launched the ‘Ab Koi Bahana
Nahi’ campaign, aligned with the global ‘16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based
Violence’ by UN Women.

AfgeT Ta 1 RAF JAEGT A AT RS T@IAT TR IR Y AT, S JuAr gAA F
‘16 39 3P TFRATH e AT IAW AT F ITHT &

The Risks
< IECE )

e Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana has increased account coverage nearly four-fold
since 2015, with 55.6% accounts held by women.

TUTAHA ST 8T ASTAT o 2015 F 916 & @Il Y FE&IAT IR AT 91 & &, o s
55.6% @1 Afeansit & /@ &

e Digital Jan Dhan-Aadhaar-mobile linkages enable direct benefits and cashless
transactions, especially in rural areas.

BT I aaT-3muR-AEEd fAffT & ATeTH T qcgeT o 3R doeligd oeied
qs1q g3 g, 9y & & arAtor &= 7|

e A 2021 Nielsen report revealed that rural India has 20% more Internet users than
urban areas.

2021 #1 dfiewer RUIE & IR ATHOT R H A &1 T ol 7 20% I+
FeTAT SUAITHAT S |

e Many women in rural areas lack digital literacy, skills, and awareness of their rights and
mechanisms to report abuse.

arfor et 7 w5 Afgensit w Bfoea wmewar, Flee 3R gedaer @ Roiféar d7 &
STeTehRY =T8T B
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TFGBYV includes cyberstalking, online trolling, non-consensual sharing of intimate
images, fake profiles, and grooming, which forces many women to retreat from digital
spaces.

TFGBV & H18aX Telfehdl, 3iTTels cifeler, MuT Sfaat & faar ggaAfa asm e,
sTeholl WIWhISer 3R AT efAe &, foad &g Afgent Bioee e Bisa W A
gieir 81

Steps Taken by India
AR CdRT 3oIT T hgH

Information Technology Act, 2000 and Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2024 provide
strong legal protections against digital violence.

a= glefehr srfafaaer, 2000 3R s =y @i, 2024 Bfsed o & @eorw
A el GIE&T Jelel Hid gl
The National Cyber Crime Reporting Portal enables anonymous reporting, and the

Information Security Education and Awareness Programme spreads digital safety
awareness.

TS wrgaT ey Rufésr e Musi Raféer dr giaer vere wiar &, 3R gaer
&t T 3R SereRar SR Bioed geaT Seeehdr o g

Digital Shakti, launched by the National Commission for Women, equips women with
tools for safe online navigation.

Bfoea afFa, oa usda afgar smaer qarn & fhar o, afgensit wr gferd
ifeTerrse AT & IURIOT Y&l AT B

India participated in the 67th Session of the Commission on the Status of Women,
where UN member states agreed to promote open, secure, and accessible ICT for all
women and girls.

AR o Afgenat fr Rufa o 3maer & 674 @9 A o o, 5761 quaT wee T qai o
afgensit R FEfFA & v gor, wEa 3 gorer IS &1 gerar & 1 Fehod
foram|

The Way Forward
P FHT [T

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

Achieving truly safe digital environments for women and girls requires more focused
and strategic efforts that can keep pace with this changing and evolving digital world.

wfgenst 3R asfrai & fov @ @t @ @hera Bieea Al urcad @ & fav
310 fga 3R wEfas garat fr 3maegsar &, 5 39 Seodr 3R [Isaa adr

f3fSteer giaar &1 arfd & @y drese dor Il

The Global Digital Compact, adopted by world leaders including India, at the UN
Summit of the Future earlier this year, strengthens legal and policy framewaorks to
counter and eliminate all forms of violence, including sexual and gender-based
violence amplified by technology.
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SH Aol HI Y3 # U WiAT 6 T TR A 9N Aigd e dAamsit garr
39T I Toltae RBfdee siFtae, @l yer f R Ay w8 wiegifadr gamn
Tor$ ¢ i ik AFF RwrH AEEer a3 3W T F F v S AR
AfdeTd & & AT AT g

o Combating TFGBV (Tech-Facilitated Gender-Based Violence) must be a top priority,

including enforcing stricter laws against perpetrators of online violence and providing
swifter justice for survivors.

TFGBV (ddis-garfad dfe &) & Aucar ofid grafsar e anfee, Saes
3HieTomrget fT & IUTRAT & W & Flefel ol9] el 3 NfSdr A a1 =

Yerd T AT gl

e Holding social media platforms accountable is an important part of the toolkit to
reduce TFGBV.

Aerd HERAT CHTHIRT FT STaTEee ST TFGBV T & dleT & [T 3UahuT fahe
T Th FAgcaqul fewwm &l

e Expanding digital literacy programmes, particularly in rural areas, is critical.

RBforea wmarar FFAT F1 AFdR FXeT, 9T §9 & aior &= 7, 3dd Agcaqur
gl

e Integrating safe online practices into school curriculums and conducting community
workshops for women and men, young and old, can be empowering.

IR JHererssr Tam3it F Tha TSTHA A MR F@ 3R Afgenat i gouy,
a3t 3R gt F T aers SRR ITAAT FIT qAFd ToAT Fhl B

o Nationwide campaigns that challenge societal norms and actively engage men and
boys as allies can foster respectful and inclusive digital spaces.

AT AGGST & el ool dtel 3N gout AR a3H A geaneht & & & afvg &
¥ AT FA e IseeAndt AR FFATASTTS R gALN Bface T
JoTaT & Thd &l

e Collaboration with India’s vibrant tech industry is essential.

HRA & 3cATE! dFeilehl 3GANT & 1Y HEIWT ITH gl

+ While many platforms have introduced safety features, these need further enhancement
to proactively address online abuse.

s ColchrAT o FIET iAtmw aer T §, Afehet 3ieTeligeT gedasr & Aihd &I &
FNRT A & v oo ghawsd & 3R gur H sraegewar g
e Leveraging artificial intelligence to detect and remove abusive content while retaining

human oversight and introducing user-friendly reporting mechanisms can improve
safety.

IR RIS AT FT 3TAT aF 3YHASTTH I FT Iar of@mer 3K 38
geTall, A1Y & AT IR o0 W 3R Suzierehdl-3iefhe Ralféar dF der &,
T A GUR T Fohell ¢l

e Developing robust survivor support systems that offer accessible counselling, legal
aid, and rehabilitation services is crucial.
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Gol# A, FEfEAT Fraat, JR qaatd AaE v e arel Aol Nfga awdar
yorrel A HT HAgcaqur B

o Expanding the capacity of helplines and initiatives such as TechSakhi, a helpline
offering accurate information, empathetic support, and assistance, will ensure survivors
receive timely and effective help.

TEYATS I &THAT T faTdR AR TFAE Siell gge, St Heh SR, FeTageifayor
A 3N FGRICAT YeTel el &, T§ GARad Han o Al @ FFg T 3R gerrdr
R REGIREC

e As we concluded observing the 16 Days of Activism, ending on International Human
Rights Day every year, India’s message is unequivocal: Ab Koi Bahana Nahi.

&Y Tl HRTET AAAIAFR faq@ I TATT gl arer 16 397 3% TiFedsd & Tl
& OTY, IRA T TSl TISC & AT 1S TG Adl|

e Ensuring women'’s safety online is not only a moral obligation but also a critical pillar
for India’s progress.

A3t T TSt GIET FIARIT ATl o haol Teh aAfasw 1fAca ¢, dfcew 7R &
Wt & foT v Ageaqer e ol g
¢ Governments, tech companies, civil society groups, individuals, and international

organisations have a role to play, and we in the UN Country Team are proud to be a
partner in this journey.

A §, AR gA qua F& A F 589 I F HEfeR g W a9 A A ¢
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How would a carbon market function?

What are carbon credits and how would they be traded between firms? Why do corporations not want the government to be involved in the issal of carbon

credi

[GS Paper Ili: Environment
EXPLAINER
The Hindu Bureau

The story so far:
0P29, the ongoing climate
conference in Azerbaijan’s
capital Baku, has given a fillip to
the idea of using carbon
markets to curb carbon emissions by
approving standards that can help in the
setting up of an international carbon
market as soon as the coming year.

What is a carbon market?

A carbon market is a market that allows
the buying and selling of the right to emit
carbon into the atmosphere. Suppose a
government wants to limit the amount of
carbon emitted into the atmosphere. It
can issue certificates called carbon credits
that allow the holder of the certificate to
emit a certain amount of carbon into the
atmosphere. One carbon credit is
equivalent to 1,000 kilograms of carbon
dioxide. By limiting the number of carbon
credits that are issued, governments can
control how much carbon is released into
the environment. It should be noted that
anyone who doesn’t hold carbon credits
to their name would not be allowed to
emit any carbon into the atmosphere.
Carbon credits were first used in the
1990s in the U.S., which introduced the
cap-and-trade model to control the
emission of sulphur dioxide.

Individuals and firms that hold carbon
credits but don’t actually need them for
any reason can sell their credits to
interested buyers. The price at which
these carbon credits are traded is
determined by market forces, which in
this case are the supply of carbon credits
and the demand for these certificates. A
carbon market can also include the
trading of carbon offsets. In this case, a
business that pollutes the environment
for example, can purchase carbon offsets
sold by an environmental NGO that
promises to plant trees that suck a certain
amount of carbon emissions out of the

atmosphere for each offset that it sells.

‘What is good about carbon markets?
Pollution of the environment and climate
change caused by carbon emissions is a
classic case of what economists call an
externality. An externality is caused when
the cost of an economic activity is not
properly accounted for (or internalised)
by the market price system due to the
absence of well-defined property rights.
For example, a business that uses raw
materials such as iron will have to pay the
supplier who owns the iron to be able to
procure and use it, thus incurring a
certain cost. But when the same firm

s? Who introduced the concept of carbon credits? Why are some experts critical of carbon offsets?

ISTOCKPHOTO

atmosphere as firms in this case have no
financial incentive to curb their carbon
emissions. Carbon markets in which the
right to pollute is traded for a price can
solve the problem by imposing a certain
cost on firms for polluting the
atmosphere, helping to curb emissions in
the process.

The intersection of standardised
accounting frameworks and technological
advancements has improved the ability of
corporations to monitor and report their
carbon emissions. While, this is difficult

reporting system, like the Carbon
Disclosure Project. They have been loathe
to government interventions limiting
carbon emissions, arguing that such
budgeting may lead to output restrictions
or rise in costs. They also point to varied
production processes, some that might
have diverse supply chains that might
make it difficult to find the optimal
carbon budget for their facilities. Large
multinational corporations such as
ExxonMobil and General Motors have
advocated for carbon markets that allows
free trading of carbon credits among
firms at a price determined by market
forces, that would allow these firms to
purchase carbon credits from other firms,
which don’t need them as much. This
they say, helps allocate carbon credits
more efficiently than government diktat.

What can go wronj

Even when there is a functioning carbon
market, a government that is not very
keen on reducing emissions may increase
the supply of carbon credits and drive
down the price of the right to pollute,
leading to no noticeable drop in
emissions. Others may keep a strict cap
on the supply of carbon credits but allow
firms to cheat by allowing them to illegally
emit carbon. The success of carbon
offsets also depends on the degree of
personal incentive that firm owners
possess to care about carbon el
which may often be very little. C:
claim that firms that purchase carbon
offsets often do it for the sake of virtue
signalling and may have little incentive to
ensure that their investments in these
instruments are actually helping offset
carbon emissions. Meanwhile, other
critics have raised more fundamental

for the vast majority of small t
in the developing world, particularly in
accurately capturing supply chain

emits carbon into the atmospk it
doesn’t usually have to pay any money to
anyone. In other words, firms are
generally able to emit their waste into the
atmosphere for free. This of course leads
to unhindered pollution of the

ongoing developments, like
real-time data tracking of the energy
sector, continue to enhance the
granularity and reliability of corporate
carbon accounting. However,
corporations have preferred a voluntary

garding how exactly a
government would be able to arrive at the
optimum supply of carbon credits. They
argue that politicians, who do not incur
any personal economic cost when they
legislate emission reductions, may restrict
the supply of carbon credits more than
what is really necessary, leading to slower

| economic growth.

How would a carbon market function?

FIEA dSTR $hd HIRT HIIT?

e A carbon market allows the buying and selling of the right to emit carbon into the

atmosphere.

THE GIST

v

Acarbon market is a market
that allows the buying and
selling of the right to emit
carbon into the atmosphere.
Suppose a government wants
to limit the amount of carbon
emitted into the atmosphere. It
can issue certificates called
carbon credits that allow the
holder of the certificate to emit
a certain amount of carbon
into the atmosphere.

v

However, corporations have
preferred a voluntary reporting
system, like the Carbon
Disclosure Project. They have
been loathe to government
interventions limiting carbon
emissions, arguing that such
budgeting may lead to output
restrictions or rise in costs.

v

Even when there is 2
functioning carbon market, a
government that is not very
keen on reducing emissions
may increase the supply of
carbon credits and drive down
the price of the right to pollute,
leading to no noticeable drop
in emissions.

FTaeT AR Il B TGASH H ScHiold A & HPR I Tl 3R foshr @
AT & &

e Governments can issue certificates called carbon credits that allow the holder to emit
a certain amount of carbon.

TIHN FTaT HISTH ATAF TATGT ST X Fohell g, Al URb A T ATRad AT &

Tl ScHfoled el T AT & &

e One carbon credit is equivalent to 1,000 kilograms of carbon dioxide.

U FIed $3¢ 1,000 fFATH FaeT SBHTFAES & I giaT gl

e By limiting the number of carbon credits, governments can control the total carbon

emissions.

HISel hise HT TEAT H AAT FXeh, TER FA Fael ScHoiel H AART FT Fehelt

gl
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e Those without carbon credits cannot emit any carbon into the atmosphere.

fSeTeh ar reeT hise el & T aPHSST H HIS HIeel ScHTOId el HY Heol |

What are carbon credits and how are they traded?

HH hiscH FIAT § 3R FAHT AR HA{ ghar g2

e Carbon credits were first used in the 1990s in the U.S., under the cap-and-trade
model to control sulphur dioxide emissions.

HTaeT HISTH HT Tgoll IR 1990 & G2 H IANET 7 $U-Us-23 Al & dgd T
SE3HTFATSS 3cdoled H AT FT & o 3uAier fohar I/=r a1

e Individuals or firms holding excess carbon credits can sell them to buyers.
AfaRed wEa FREEH @ ol FITFd AT BH Sog TUGRT A ST Tohd &

e The price of carbon credits is determined by market forces, including supply and
demand.

FE i3 i HAd IR N AFa@ S 31 3R AT & FERT g &

What are carbon offsets?
FIEA HHACH FAT 872

e A carbon offset allows polluters to compensate for their emissions by funding activities
like tree plantation.

FIEA ATHAT TG HI 3eTeh Scdoled & T FaTRIeT Shr arfafafeat i fad
TERIT g atfafc a1 gt &ar g

e For example, an NGO promises to plant trees that remove a specific amount of carbon
from the atmosphere in exchange for selling offsets.

30T & TOIT, Ueh ToTSlI3iT HAC el & deof digAsS § Ueh (AfRed AEr &
FIoed el & [T US 9N ST dreT HIdm gl

Who introduced the concept of carbon credits?

HTa HiScH HI FTUROT fFa=r qer I?

e Carbon credits were first introduced in the U.S. in the 1990s under the cap-and-trade
model.

HIT hiscH S Tgoll IR 1990 & &AH F JANET 7 HU-Us-23 Alsd & dgd U Har
IT AT

Why do corporations not want government involvement in carbon
credits?

Fufadl Faa F3cH H GER H HENE F47 A @i
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e Corporations prefer market-driven mechanisms for flexibility in trading and pricing of
carbon credits.

HUfAAT TSR TR JoIrelt 0de el § aifeh Fee Hfded & AR 3K 7o
aRor & o=iremaeT g8l

Why are experts critical of carbon offsets?

fadvs FEa dTEdeH i AT FAT FA 82

e Some experts believe carbon offsets don’t address the root cause of emissions,
allowing companies to continue polluting without reducing emissions.

o AT AT § o F1oer AGACH ScHoteT HY HeT TATAT FT JATUTT gl P,
o Safedl 3case A U §ar 9quur IR @ Hevdll 21

COP29 and International Carbon Market
COP29 3R FRTET FeeT TR

e COP29, held in Baku, Azerbaijan, approved standards for setting up an international
carbon market by next year.

COP29, S Faky, HeResITe # IRANTA §3M, & 30Tl AT Toh HATSET Frefel R
TS &l & AR &l FA &

What is good about carbon markets?

FTaeT dISTRI & oI 4T 82

e Pollution caused by carbon emissions is a classic case of externality.

FIeeT 3cHolel U Blel dTell YGWOT dTd T (externality) 3T Fellffieh T80T &

o Externalities occur when the cost of an economic activity is not accounted for in the
market price system due to the absence of well-defined property rights.

STEd 9T 9 gl & e 3t afafafr Ay amra w1 aeR qew yomelt # & e
ST § i ¥ase wufa 3 R Al 78 81 gl

o Example: A business must pay for raw materials like iron but doesn’t pay anyone when
it emits carbon into the atmosphere.
3TEIUT: IS TAHT Hed Al S8 dlg IATF & T 1A il g, Afehel aIgHASeT
A FTaA ScHA B T ThdT Y AT AT HT|

e Carbon markets impose a cost on polluting firms, incentivizing them to reduce
emissions.

I STSIR JGuUT Hhellel Tl BT I RIS a9 8, TS d 356 3cHoled i A &
foT sicarfed fhar ST gl

e Technological advancements and standardized frameworks have improved
corporate carbon monitoring and reporting.

adetht oty 3 ATTRIFA S S HRARE Fraar ot it Raiféer d gur fear g
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e Large corporations advocate for voluntary systems like the Carbon Disclosure
Project, opposing government intervention in limiting carbon emissions.

3 A9 FEeT yRAFIOT IRASAT (Carbon Disclosure Project) 5t Tdee®
yonfarat &1 AT X § R FEA 3o W EIERT §Ed8IT 1 o i g

What can go wrong?
T AT g Thell 87

e Governments uninterested in reducing emissions may increase the supply of carbon
credits, lowering their price and failing to curb emissions.

3cHolel U A S o @A dlell BN FTael Hisc Hr Iqfd der FFd! 8, Trad
3T AT FH 8 ST § IR ST HH TG gl

e« Even with a strict cap on credits, firms might cheat by illegally emitting carbon.

TET AT A & STaolg, B @R F bl & 3N 33U § F el 3caford
X Hhdl g

e Success of carbon offsets depends on the personal incentives of firm owners to care
about emissions, which may often be low.

FIaeT HTHAT HT Tholdl B ATfAFR 61 FFdera Womat W TR Fdr g, 5 3R
FH g gahdr gl

e Critics claim firms use carbon offsets for virtue signaling rather than actual emission
reductions.

JTelTaehl T GTIaT § foh T ShIaeT ATHAE I 3TATIT 3G 92T (virtue signaling) &
T adr § 7 & aEafes 3c8ea ges & v

e ltis challenging for governments to determine the optimum supply of carbon credits,
as politicians may over-restrict supply, hampering economic growth.

WHRT & [T Feer T A e’ 3rqfet TR e wics § Fife Tomarar smyfed
H WG & 30F dffa H aa §, Taw s o aifva & @& gl
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Why is the BJD opposing the
Polavaram project?

What are the concerns of tribal communities residing in Odisha’s Malkangiri district?

|GS Paper Il Inter-State Relations |
Satyasundar Barik

The story so far:
he Biju Janata Dal (BJD) has
recently intensified its efforts to
highlight the potential adverse
impacts of the Polavaram Dam
project, undertaken by the Andhra
Pradesh government, on the tribal
communities in Odisha’s Malkangiri
district. A delegation comprising BJD’s
Rajya Sabha members submitted a fresh
memorandum to the Central Water
Commission (CWC), the Ministry of Tribal
Affairs, the National Commission for
Scheduled Tribes and the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change
stating that the impact of submergence
due to ‘unilateral’ change in the design of
the project has not yet been studied.

What is the status of the project?
Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu has vowed to

complete the Polavaram Project on River
Godavari by 2027 as the interstate dispute
involving mainly Odisha, Chhattisgarh
and Andhra Pradesh has entered a crucial
phase. The Union government has
assured ¥15,000 crore in this year’s
budget for the completion of the project.
However, the BJD has alleged that the
CWC had refused to conduct a backwater
study for the revised design flood, despite
the recommendations of experts and the
Odisha Government’s concerns regarding
the safety of tribal populations. The BJD
argued that various studies, including
those by the Government of Andhra
Pradesh and CWC, have shown different
estimates for submergence levels. “A
backwater study by AP in 2009 indicates
that 50-lakh cusec flood will cause
submergence up to 216 feet in Odisha, far
exceeding the originally agreed maximum
level of 174.22 feet. A report from IIT
Roorkee in 2019 further estimates that a
flood of 58 lakh cusecs would result in

submergence levels of Reservoir Level of
232.28 feet in Odisha,” it said.

How did the project start?
The Polavaram Irrigation Project on the
river Godavari was conceived as a part of
the recommendations of the Godavari
Water Disputes Tribunal (GWDT). Andhra
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and Odisha had
entered into an agreement dated April 2,
1980, where the project was to be
executed by Andhra Pradesh. As per the
Andhra Pradesh State Reorganization Act
(APRA), 2014, the Polavaram Irrigation
Project was declared as a national project.
In response to an RTI query, the
Ministry of Jal Shakti said that the
maximum height of the concrete dam of
Polavaram Project, measured from the
deepest foundation level (-18.50m) to the
top of bridge is 72.60 metre. The initial
project cost was ¥10,151.04 crore in
2005-06 which reached 355,548.87 crore
in 2019.

PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

What are the concerns?

Though no comprehensive study has
been carried out with regards to the likely
submergence of the Malkangiri district by
backwaters due to the Polavaram project,
the Odisha State government in the year
2016 submitted to the NCST that the
project was going to submerge 7,656
hectares of land, including forestland,
and displace more than 6,800 people
including 5,916 tribals in Malkangiri.

The Ministry of Jal Shakti said that as
per the Water Resource Department of
Andhra Pradesh, by providing remedial
measures such as constructing protective
embankments for a length of 30 kms
along Sileru and Sabari River in Odisha,
and 29.12 km along Sabari River in
Chhattisgarh, the submergence in both
Odisha and Chhattisgarh could be avoided
completely. In August this year, the
Ministry had asked the State Pollution
Control Boards of Odisha and
Chhattisgarh to conduct a public hearing
for the construction of protective
embankments without further loss of
time as the project is in an advanced stage
of construction. The Odisha State
Pollution Control Board is yet to hold a
public hearing. The Odisha government
had earlier expressed its reservation over
the high protective embankment saying it
was not feasible. “The construction of an
embankment requires the diversion of
forestland and creates flooding in Odisha
territory.”

Why is the BJD opposing the Polavaram project?
oS giemad 9IRS w1 [/ F3a7 FT @82

The Biju Janata Dal (BJD) has intensified efforts to highlight the
potential adverse impacts of the Polavaram Dam project on tribal
communities in Odisha’s Malkangiri district.

e Sterar ger (S & AP F ATFE@AN G & anfeard wopem
W NATGIA 99 IRASTAT & AHAT ARRIcHF THET H 3AR F A F
I A9 w1 e

e A delegation of BJD’s Rajya Sabha members submitted a memorandum to the
Central Water Commission (CWC), the Ministry of Tribal Affairs, the National
Commission for Scheduled Tribes, and the Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change.

N & ToIGHT Tl & T yfafafteise 2 FOT s AT (CWC), ST
A & HATAE, AT ettt AT, 3R w3fawor, a1 AR Feary aRkads
HATAT FHI TH AT far|
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e The memorandum stated that the impact of submergence due to ‘unilateral’ changes
in the design of the project has not been studied.

AT H FgT AT 5 IRATSTAT & BAST & 'THdIdr d6dd & HRUT ATHIAAT &
TG &7 37ETIT g1 fhar aram gl

What is the status of the project?

R AYsr Y aaAET Tufa F=ar 2

e Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu has vowed to complete the
Polavaram Project on River Godavari by 2027 as the interstate dispute involving
Odisha, Chhattisgarh, and Andhra Pradesh enters a crucial phase.

3T YU F FEIHA Tef. Tgdlq 193 o Merad) 74 I NATaH GRAST F1 2027
% G F I arar RAT g, T 3nfem, oeliwerg, v 3y wdar & O e

faare v Agcaqol WoT F 9gT T4 B
e The Union government has assured ¥15,000 crore in this year’s budget for the
project’'s completion.

g WHER & IR H gAT & T 50 af & dolc 7 15,000 FUT 1 3aTET
fe=r Bl

¢ The BJD has alleged that the CWC refused to conduct a backwater study for the
revised design flood, despite recommendations from experts and Odisha
Government’s concerns for the safety of tribal populations.

9IS F IR AT fF CWC & gnfdd fBomsa a6 & fav dwaey eaas 9 @
gIhR Y fom, Safe faAwat i RAwriert 3T snfeardt smerr #r gan & fovw
NT3A THR T R & aascl

e Various studies, including those by the Government of Andhra Pradesh and CWC,
have shown different estimates for submergence levels.

YT g THER 3R CWC garT e a0 R_ffies sreggatl & sreasadr T & fav

HAIT-3RT 3TAE e g
e A backwater study by Andhra Pradesh in 2009 indicated that a 50-lakh cusec flood

would cause submergence up to 216 feet in Odisha, exceeding the originally agreed
level of 174.22 feet.

3T JoRw gaRT 2009 H fFT 7T IFarex IJeqywT & I 747 6 50 A FgAF A
13 ST F 216 B T STAHTAA BT HRUT FoA9N, ST Hel T § HgAT 174.22 hre
& TR O 38+ gl

e A 2019 IIT Roorkee report estimated that a 58 lakh cusec flood would cause
submergence up to 232.28 feet in Odisha.

2019 ¥ IEIMEA T3h RO A IgA FmT foh 58 oM@ FAF $T a1 3fsem &
232.28 B d& SATHIAT ST HRUT FAaiT|

How did the project start?

TE IRAST FI YT §§?
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The Polavaram Irrigation Project on the river Godavari was conceived as a part of the
recommendations of the Godavari Water Disputes Tribunal (GWDT).

Meradl 78 W Qrera#w = aRaieen i Meedt S« Qe g (GwoT) H
RAwIReTT & ded Y& fomar arar |

Andhra Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, and Odisha had entered into an agreement on April
2, 1980, where the project was to be executed by Andhra Pradesh.

2 31T 1980 FT 37TY U, ALT geRr AR 3N & o v FHASiar g3, e
ARENSAT T 31TET G ERT QT foam e

As per the Andhra Pradesh State Reorganization Act (APRA), 2014, the Polavaram
Irrigation Project was declared a national project.

3T & W Gordea HfAATH (APRA), 2014 & 3178, drerae fFars aRteren

1 g R e a fhar o

The Ministry of Jal Shakti responded to an RTI query, stating that the maximum height
of the Polavaram Project’s concrete dam, measured from the deepest foundation level
(-18.50m) to the top of the bridge, is 72.60 meters.

STl ATFT HIATAT o T HRENE WA F STad A Fgl b Gelraid GRATSTT & hhie
Y Y A Fa1S, TR MY g T (-18.50 HIX) & T & MY deh, 72.60
Hex gl

The initial project cost was %10,151.04 crore in 2005-06, which increased to
¥55,548.87 crore in 2019.

2005-06 # gRANSAT HI IRAF ARG 210,151.04 FUS A, S 2019 F 255,548.87 AT
JICIE]

What are the concerns?

Rame Far &2
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No comprehensive study has been conducted on the likely submergence of the
Malkangiri district due to the backwaters of the Polavaram project.

QrelTayd IRANSAT & ShdTel & FRUT AdFHART e & FHfad FadesT 8 W Fis
Sq9F HEIIT Ag! AT AT B

In 2016, the Odisha government submitted to the NCST that the project would submerge
7,656 hectares of land, including forestland, and displace more than 6,800 people,
including 5,916 tribals in Malkangiri.

2016 #, 33 THR o TAATHS I IR fh IRASAT 7,656 gFedX oA, fSad
g A o AR §, & STerddeT Y &I 3R 5,916 SAAafadl Hfgd HelhATTRT &
6,800 ¥ rf&e et FEfa s

The Ministry of Jal Shakti stated that protective embankments along 30 km of Sileru
and Sabari Rivers in Odisha, and 29.12 km along Sabari River in Chhattisgarh,
could avoid submergence in both states completely.

o AfFa FAET A Fer 6 3fEer A AT A gl afeat F 30 B 3k e
A aad 7 F 29.12 Rt & YRATHAT Y TeHIAN P T AWE F UF Tt B
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e In August 2024, the Ministry asked the State Pollution Control Boards of Odisha and
Chhattisgarh to conduct public hearings for the construction of protective
embankments as the project is in an advanced stage.

IET 2024 &, HAWT o M3 3R SEwTe & ToF vquur f@g=or ISt & gaten®
Tl & fAAT & T adefas FaAars e A He, Fifh RIS et TOT H B
e The Odisha State Pollution Control Board has yet to conduct a public hearing.
3Nfar T yguor faEor A A 3 e WS geAars et H g
¢ The Odisha government earlier expressed reservations over the high protective

embankment, stating it would require the diversion of forestland and could create
flooding in Odisha territory.

3N THR o Tgel Iod FR&cHS a4 T 3T I STars ol forest sver aram ar
o g8 fav aer ff & STaaetet T IMaRTehar gl 3R Ig A &7 F a6 Jar =
T &l
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Why simultaneous elections are
impractical and complicated

Critics of simultaneous elections have raised a few objections. First, the logistical nightmare of conducting simultaneous elections in a country of a

little over 14 billion people, in a context where even State elections need to take place in multiple phases

S Paper lI: Elections

Gautam Bhatia

The Winter Session of the Lok Sabha is
currently underway. The introduction of
the two Bills which would enable
simultaneous elections in the country,
mainly the Constitution (One Hundred and
Twenty-Ninth Amendment) Bill 2024 and
the Union Territories Laws (Amendment
Bill) 2024, have now been postponed to a
later date. In this article, Gautam Bhatia,
explains the problem with such a concept.
n recent weeks, there has been
increasing discussion about the
possibility of having national and
State elections at the same time,
popularly known as ‘one nation, one
election’. The formation of a committee,
helmed by a former President of India,
Ram Nath Kovind, to determine how this
" might be impl d, and what
of constitutional changes might be
required to make it a legal reality, have
generated further debate. The primary
arguments in favour of simultaneous
elections are twofold: first, that it will
decrease the costs of conducting elections
(and of electioneering); and second, that
it will free up political parties from being
in ‘permanent campaign mode’, and
allow them to focus on governance (and,
for that matter, constructive opposition)
for a five-year period.

Point and counterpoint

Against this, critics have pointed out that
when you crunch the numbers, the actual
financial savings are relatively minuscule.
Furthermore, it is a relatively recent
pathology of the Indian political system
that central government Ministers and
politicians spend a significant amount of
time campaigning in State elections: if the
concern, therefore, is that frequent State
elections hamper governance and the
business of Parliament, then
simultaneous elections seem a needlessly
complicated answer when a simple one is
available: that State elections should be
primarily fought by State party units,
while national politicians can get on with
the task of governance. The reality,

Website: patrioticias.in

however, is that the increasingly
centralised — and presidential - character
of Indian election campaigns means that
this is unlikely to be a reality in the near
future.

Critics of simultaneous elections have
raised a few other objections. First, the
logistical nightmare of conducting
simultaneous elections in a country of a
little over 1.4 billion people, in a context
where even State elections need to take
place in multiple phases.

The second, and graver concern, is the
incompatibility of a rigid election
timetable with some of the fundamentals
of parliamentary democracy: as is
well-known, at the time of Independence,
central and State elections were
conducted simultaneously. This
arrangement broke down towards the end
of the 1960s because of the use of Article
356 of the Constitution, which authorises
the Union to suspend (or even dismiss)
State governments in a narrowly-defined
range of circumstances; but also, and
apart from that, the essence of
parliamentary democracy is that at all
times, the government must enjoy the
confidence of the House, failing which it
must step down, and go back to the
people for a fresh mandate.

Consequently, it is obvious that even if,
legally and practically, one is able to
synchronise central and State elections
for one cycle, this will break down the
moment a government falls. To this, two
solutions have been proposed, both of
which tend to make the problem worse.
The first is that President’s Rule (that is,
central rule) will be imposed in that State
until the five-year-period is over. Needless
to say, this will starkly undermine both
federalism and democracy. The second is
that elections will be held in that State,
but the term of the new Assembly will
only be until the next cycle (which could
be in a year, or three years, or four years).
Not only does this undercut both the
justifications for simultaneous elections —
cost and an avoidance of continuous
campaign - but, rather, leads to perverse
incentives (for example, how much

Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

‘governance’ will a State government be
able to do if elections are scheduled in a
year?).

The possibility of ‘horse-trading’

The upshot of this is that there will be a
strong push towards avoiding the fall of a
government, even when it has lost the
confidence of the House in the ordinary
course of things. And, as we have seen in
India, there is an almost institutionalised
remedy for this: defections, or
“horse-trading”. It is, by now, clear that
the Tenth Schedule’s prohibition on
horse-trading has been rendered more or
less a dead letter, as politicians have
found various ways to get around this
(and courts have not been successful in
stopping it). Thus, as was pointed out by
lawyer and parliamentarian Kapil Sibal in
an interview recently, simultaneous
elections are likely to see an explosion of
horse-trading, where the political parties
with the biggest pockets will be the

biggest beneficiaries.
While these intractable issues speak to
the impl ion of simultaneou

elections, at a deeper level, there are two
principled and interrelated arg

understandable reasons).

Keeping absolute power in check
Arelated point is that in our
constitutional scheme, the federal
structure is an important check upon the
concentration of power (buttressed by the
existence of the Rajya Sabha at the central
level).

The federal structure, in turn, is
sustained by a plurality of democratic
contests, and a plurality of political
outfits, at the State level. Simultaneous
elections, for the reasons pointed out
above, risk undermining that plurality,
and risk precisely the kind of
concentration of power that federalism is
meant to be a bulwark against.

Second, on democracy: despite the
ringing words with which the Preamble of
the Constitution begins, the “People”
have very little space in the Constitution,
especially when it comes to exercising
control over their representatives. Unlike
many other Constitutions, where public
participation in law-making is a
guaranteed right, along with other rights
such as the right to recall, in the Indian
constitutional scheme, elections are the

against the idea: federalism and
democracy.

First, let us take federalism. Over the
years, it has increasingly come to be
accepted that Indian federalism is not
simply a matter of administrative
convenience but also a matter of principle
that recognises the legitimacy of
linguistic, cultural, ethnic, and other
forms of collective aspiration, through the
grant of Statehood. In this context, there
is, of course, Indian democracy at the
central level, but also, at the level of each
State, democracy takes its own set of
claims, demands, and aspirations.
Simultaneous elections risk a blurring of
these distinct forums and arenas of
democracy, with the risk that State-level
issues will be subsumed into the national
(this is inevitable, given the cognitive
dominance of the national, as well as the
fact that national-level parties frequently
campaign in a national register, for

@PATRIOTICIAS

only form of public participation in the
public sphere. There is a different
conversation to be had about why this is
not enough, but given this framework,
relatively regular and frequent elections
allow for more extended public
participation and debate; simultaneous
elections would shrink this scope
substantially, without any countervailing
changes to deepen it in other domains.

Therefore, it is clear that the
administrative benefits from simultaneous
elections are overstated at best, and
non-existent at worst. However, the costs,
both in the implementation and in the
concept itself, are significant, and create
non-trivial risks when it comes to
protecting and preserving the federal and
democratic design of the Constitution.
These, therefore, are good reasons why
the idea is a bad one, and ought not to be
acted upon.

Gautam Bhatia is a Delhi-based lawyer.



PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Contact Number: 9971932488

Why simultaneous elections are impractical and
complicated

Critics of simultaneous elections have pointed out the logistical nightmare of
conducting elections in a country with 1.4 billion people, where even State elections
require multiple phases.

AR IoATdl & 3Teliashi o 1.4 3G AWM aTel & F IATd ST el
AfAfeHd g:FT T g, 56l Usq gol1d o F§ =aon 7 g &
The Winter Session of the Lok Sabha is underway, but the introduction of the

Constitution (One Hundred and Twenty-Ninth Amendment) Bill 2024 and the Union
Territories Laws (Amendment Bill) 2024 has been postponed.

AT &1 fawrels w3 T &, Afher Gy (12987 weterer) f@9Ts 2024 3R &g
AT W& FIfeA (WeereT faedraer) 2024 & wfRT ¥ f&am am= g

A committee headed by former President Ram Nath Kovind has been formed to
examine the constitutional changes needed for simultaneous elections.

qd Tseufa TRy Ffde Hr sregetanr # v AR S TS fhar AT § S FAR
IArdl & AT aeges @aunfas aRadar i st Han|
Proponents argue that simultaneous elections will reduce election costs and allow

political parties to focus on governance instead of being in a ‘permanent campaign
mode'.

FAAH! T AT § & FAWGR AT GA1a AW 1 HF FE0 3R Toelias ot o
TRt FoT1a HTRATT S T AT W &A= g et S|

Point and counterpoint

a& 3R ufaasd
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Critics highlight that financial savings from simultaneous elections are relatively small,
and the issue of Ministers campaigning in State elections could be addressed by
allowing State units to fight their elections.

Tl &I SgaTl & foh FAGICR Yaaral & glel arell 3nfde s IndeTrpa A g 3R
U orar # A & TR S S GHET H od FHSAI A AT o5 S §ol
frar ST Fhar &1

The centralised and presidential style of Indian election campaigns makes it unlikely
for national politicians to avoid involvement in State elections.

RN Goira 3T r Fdipa 3R wegufa A & HRoT T8 3werE ¢ & i
Al AT YaATal 7 7T & of|

Logistical challenges arise from conducting simultaneous elections in such a large
democracy where even State elections require multiple phases.
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Sl I3 e T H FAGICR TATd e § Alfofechd gatfadr 3cdes gich 8, Sl
T ToI1a 8 S =0T & g B

Historical context shows that simultaneous elections existed initially but broke down in
the 1960s due to Article 356, which allows the Union to suspend State governments.

eI Hest gaufar & 7 YB3 # FHARIR IoA1d g1d 3, Afhet 1960 & g 7 Ig
HITDE 356 F HROUT T IAT, St g h AT THRT A Aefad A B gAY o

gl

Fundamental challenges to parliamentary democracy

T AFway & foe Afes getfaa

Parliamentary democracy requires that governments enjoy the confidence of the
House, and failing this, they must seek a fresh mandate.

TAET Ahdd H TIPRT Hl TEeT T [aaM UIed AT HETH g, 3R VAT o gl W
3o AGT SACA AT BT gl

If a government falls, the synchronisation of elections breaks, and solutions like
imposing President’s Rule undermine federalism and democracy.

Ife 1S TR TR &, o YoAral 1 FHeaq g S ¢, iR sgufa o sia
GATTST HEaTg 3R o ol HHAAR Hd &l

Holding elections mid-cycle with shorter terms for new Assemblies undercuts both cost
savings and governance stability, leading to perverse incentives.

ALG-Toh H Yolld AT 3R A8 faureraensit & fov ok safer q@ #ten anrg a=@d
3R AT RRRAT AT i FAEAR Har g, ad fedia g der g9 g1

The Possibility of ‘Horse-Trading’
"HIST-SATIR T HHTGT
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There will be a strong push towards avoiding the fall of a government, even when it has
lost the confidence of the House in the ordinary course of things.

WHR TR @ T & T AT Ja1d fhU S0, ot &7 a8 AAeT aREfaar &
Teel o faara @ I &l

In India, this has led to an almost institutionalised remedy: defections or “horse-
trading”.

HRA H, I8 Tufd go-age a7 "giE-saR" S TEAETF 39T &7 3R o JAar gl
The Tenth Schedule’s prohibition on horse-trading has been rendered more or less a
dead letter, as politicians have found ways to bypass it.

qdt 3reTeet # yfaay & srae(g, isr-earar & eferser S aor fear o= § w2its
AT o 39 FAR FA & A @it faw gl

Courts have also not been successful in stopping this practice.

31eTeld T 39 92T &l Ul H Thol el 6T &l
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Simultaneous elections may lead to an explosion of horse-trading, benefiting the
political parties with the biggest pockets, as pointed out by lawyer and
parliamentarian Kapil Sibal.

gehlel 3R AEe el ool & AR, GATAGR AT GIS-AT9R & gt T,
S8 ga@ it Terlfas gal s wrIer gl

Issues of Federalism and Democracy

HEarg AR dAFaT F A

Federalism in India is not just administrative convenience but also recognizes
linguistic, cultural, and ethnic aspirations through Statehood.

HRA H WHaTE Shad FrdfAs Faur g1 § dfow Ig A4S, Fepfas AR ST
HATHTEIHT T TST FT Soll Sl AIAT YTl T ¢

Democracy exists both at the central level and at the level of each State, which reflects
distinct claims, demands, and aspirations.

leheld &g T I IR T3 e T W Al 8, ST 3efr-37cr9T gral, 7Eir 3R
AT F e §

Simultaneous elections risk the blurring of State-level issues into national issues, as
national parties often campaign using a national register.

FATATR oATal & T FANT Fgal & TS HAeal # [T &1 GeRT g, Fifeh TG
et 3Fa] TSET TS W Tar el &

Keeping Absolute Power in Check
qot @1 W fAG=0r Fee w@en

The federal structure acts as an important check on the concentration of power,
supported by the Rajya Sabha at the central level.

T ST /AT F FAFOT W TF Agea O FHIT07 & T 7 FF Al 8, o7 G
TR IR TSTHHAT GaNT FAS Aol Bl

This federal structure is sustained by the plurality of democratic contests and State-
level political outfits.

AT I@T ST &l
Simultaneous elections risk undermining this plurality, leading to concentration of
power, against the principle of federalism.

FATATT ATd 58 TATIUAT T HHSIR A 1 SAEH 301 8, a8 qar & Fiawor
H AT 96dT g, S §udrg & fAgyuid & fauwlia gl

Democracy and Public Participation

AFHad H Fasmehe
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o Elections are the only form of public participation in the Indian Constitution, as other
rights like the right to recall are absent.

ARG diaurs # g & Sameiiey 1 THAT 9 8, i1 araq golla $T FAFR
S 3T AR Aleg @

e Frequent elections provide extended public debate and participation, while
simultaneous elections would shrink this scope.

IR-IR YA I q6F 3R smferdt 1 e a7 €, Siafeh AIiaR. a1 57 &7 H
AAT AT &

Costs and Risks of Simultaneous Elections
AT gATal 1 arera 3R e

e Administrative benefits from simultaneous elections are overstated or even non-

existent.

AT Iolral & Sfs wemafas amer sifderafaa ar sffacadiar &

e The risks involve significant threats to federal and democratic designs, jeopardizing
constitutional principles.

¥ Shfew weie 3R SedifEs @I A R gau 9gard § Sad daurfas
Reuia @ # 95 o &

Dissanayake holds
‘fruitful’ talks with
Jaishankar, Doval

Sri Lankan President to hold talks with PM Modi today on boosting

bilateral engagement in trade, investment, energy, maritime security

S Paper II:
pgindia-Sri-Lanka =

NEW DELHI

ri Lankan President
s Anura Kumara Dissa-

nayake on Sunday
held “fruitful” discussions
with External Affairs Minis-
ter S. Jaishankar and Na-
tional Security Adviser Ajit
Doval, shortly after kick-
starting a three-day visit to
India.

It is Mr. Dissanayake’s
first foreign trip after as-
suming charge as the Presi-
dent. He will hold wide-
ranging talks with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Monday that is expected to
focus on boosting bilateral
engagement in areas of
trade, investment, energy
and maritime security.

In his separate discus-
sions with Mr. Jaishankar
and Mr. Doval, issues relat-
ing to overall bilateral ties
including ways to expand
strategic ties between the
two neighbouring nations
are believed to have fi-
gured.

New Delhi has been
maintaining that the deve-
lopment of the two coun-
tries are “intertwined”,
and that it is necessary to

e

Face to face: External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar with Sri Lankan

—— —

bl

President Anura Kumara Dissanayake in New Delhi on Sunday. ANI

work together keeping in
mind each other’s security
interests and sensitivities.
“Held fruitful discussions
tonight with @DrSJaishan-
kar and Shri Ajit Doval on
matters of mutual interest,”
Mr. Dissanayake said in a
post on X.

In the delegation-level
talks between Mr. Modi
and Mr. Dissanayake, the
Indian side is also likely to
convey to the Sri Lankan
leader New Delhi’s expec-
tations from Colombo to
fulfil the aspirations of the
Tamil community in the is-
land nation.

The Tamil community in
Sri Lanka has been de-
manding the implementa-
tion of the 13th Amend-
ment that provides for
devolution of power to it.
The 13th amendment was
brought in after the Indo-
Sri Lankan agreement of
1987. In the talks, India is
likely to reaffirm its com-
mitment to help Sri Lanka
strengthen its economy.

Earlier, Mr. Dissanayake
was received at the Delhi
airport by Union Minister
of State for Information
and  Broadcasting L.
Murugan.
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Dissanayake holds ‘fruitful’ talks
with Jaishankar, Doval

fBHIS A JTIAFT, STHTT & HIY
$r grdF FraEd

Sri Lankan President to hold talks with PM
Modi today on boosting

bilateral engagement in trade, investment,
energy, maritime security

siiersT & Tseufa T geanaHsE A § SR,
fovaer, sart, aordY geam 7 gfavefy smefierd
gele 9T =aT &iar

Sri Lankan President Anura Kumara Dissanayake on
Sunday held “fruitful” discussions with External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar and National Security Adviser Ajit
Doval, shortly after kickstarting a three-day visit to India.

Waar it st & weeufd I FAR RS O 6Ra
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# e e amr 1 qona F F 1la a5 e @l vy, et R e geaw
FAEHR 3SlId ST & Y “GHRIGHE” aIddid $i

It is Mr. Dissanayake’s first foreign trip after assuming charge as the President.

g A raEd & wgufd ga9 & a1 gger fagefy ek

He will hold wide-ranging talks with Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Monday that is
expected to focus on boosting bilateral engagement in areas of trade, investment,
energy, and maritime security.

9% HIHAN T FUEHA AG A F Y g arat HieT, S R, de, ser sk
AN G F A 7 gfavehy ddut A gget W FRA @ A 370 B

In his separate discussions with Mr. Jaishankar and Mr. Doval, issues relating to overall
bilateral ties including ways to expand strategic ties between the two neighbouring
nations are believed to have figured.

A ST 3N A SaTel & WY HOA IHET-3709T arai3i A, gRvahy waut @ defta
e, e gt ggilr et & ooy worehifas deaul A gg & A R T4 g% &

New Delhi has been maintaining that the development of the two countries are
“intertwined”, and that it is necessary to work together keeping in mind each other’s
security interests and sensitivities.

7§ ool 75 #eTar M § % et &0 1 e How 7 37 g3 §, 3R 7
3MaRTd & o UF q@Y & AT Rl IR HaEATHT P €A H WA §C T FA HAT
Y|

“Held fruitful discussions tonight with @DrSJaishankar and Shri Ajit Doval on matters of
mutual interest,” Mr. Dissanayake said in a post on X.

AN RTAATS o X W 9Fe ad gU e, ‘3T T @DrSJaishankar 3iX & 3reid
SaTel & 1Y g Rar & vy W wagAg ara<dia Sl

In the delegation-level talks between Mr. Modi and Mr. Dissanayake, the Indian side is
also likely to convey to the Sri Lankan leader New Delhi’s expectations from Colombo to
fulfill the aspirations of the Tamil community in the island nation.

N AR 3R 4N Reaesd § v gRfFAAsas Tax f aat A, dRADT 987 Feear @ a@o
mmﬁsﬁmﬁﬁwaﬁ#m#ﬁﬁﬁﬁsﬁﬂﬁaﬁ&ﬁmﬁmﬁww
"l Bl

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

The Tamil community in Sri Lanka has been demanding the implementation of the
13th Amendment that provides for devolution of power to it.

Areient H affrer FAET 135 WM & ShaleadsT T AT T T &, S 50 AfFa F1
faFdaoT vere e g

The 13th Amendment was brought in after the Indo-Sri Lankan agreement of 1987.
1397 WeMereT 1987 & HRI-ewE gHsAla & a1 o= ar3r am|

In the talks, India is likely to reaffirm its commitment to help Sri Lanka strengthen its
economy.
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o Earlier, Mr. Dissanayake was received at the Delhi airport by Union Minister of State
for Information and Broadcasting L. Murugan.

SHY g, A1 AT 7 e garé 3733 W I AR THROT AT HA A, FHIAA
o Farerd fham|

AIADMK appeals to
Centre to cancel nod
for mining tungsten

|GS Paper IllIl: Munerals |

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

At a meeting of its general
and executive councils on
Sunday, the AIADMK criti-
cised the DMK government
in Tamil Nadu on multiple
fronts, including the al-
leged lack of preparation in
tackling Cyclone Fengal,
inadequate relief efforts,
and the law and order
situation.

It also urged the Centre
to withdraw the permis-
sion for mining tungsten in
Madurai district, provide
funds to Tamil Nadu with-
out discrimination, and
shift the subject of educa-
tion from the Concurrent
List to the State List.

Despite the DMK go-
vernment having urged the
Centre to drop the propo-
sal to mine tungsten, the
ATADMK criticised it over
the alleged delay of over 10
months in making efforts
to stall the project.

The meeting, chaired by
AIADMK presidium chair-
man A. Tamilmagan Hus-
sain, adopted 16 resolu-
tions, one of which
criticised the Chief Minis-
ter M.K. Stalin-led DMK go-
vernment over the alleged
lack of arrangements to
provide food and water to
the people affected by the
natural disaster.

It also condemned the
government over the al-
leged deterioration of law

Palaniswami at a meeting of
the AIADMK’s general and
executive councils on Sunday.

and order; and the hike in
the electricity tariff, pro-
perty tax, stamp duty, and
the price of milk. The party
said the DMK government
was deceiving the people
by not fulfilling the electo-
ral promises made to go-
vernment employees,
teachers, doctors, nurses,
farmers, labourers, fisher-
men, and weavers.

The party alleged that
the DMK government with
failing to maintain water-
bodies for storage, and
condemned it for not hav-
ing taken steps to realise
the Godavari-Cauvery link
proposal, the Parambiku-
lam Aliyar project and the
Pandiyar and Punnampuz-
ha project. The AIADMK al-
so highlighted the “drama”
being staged by the DMK
government over seeking
exemption from the Na-
tional Eligibility-cum-En-
trance Test for Tamil Nadu.
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AIADMK appeals to Centre to cancel
nod for mining tungsten

TIHTSUIIUAS A $hg F TIEET Welel
B Forll TE F B e A

AIADMK Criticises DMK Government in Tamil Nadu
THETSTHF A ARAZ A NoAS TWFR HT ATl HiY

o At a meeting of its general and executive councils on
Sunday, the AIADMK criticised the DMK government in Tamil
Nadu on multiple fronts, including the alleged lack of preparation
in tackling Cyclone Fengal, inadequate relief efforts, and the
law and order situation.

UaaR @l 39e Fee 3R FEFH aRwel @1 dob &,
THETSTHS o dAfACTS 7 SeAd WHR A F3 Al |
Hreraedr &1, e apFea Hra @ fAged & fav darlr &
ST e, AT Wead T 3R Fefe AR sgawar 6 Eufa
AfAer ol

. It also urged the Centre to withdraw the permission for
mining tungsten in Madurai district, provide funds to Tamil
Nadu without discrimination, and shift the subject of education
from the Concurrent List to the State List.

S8 Fg @ FAGl Sl & EIFea @elel &I 3TATT &l arad o,
dACATg T HeeTa & 9T & Jeld i, 3R e fasg a0t
Hfure it waadt g @ UsT g F wAEaRd & f
3rdrer |

o Despite the DMK government having urged the Centre to
drop the proposal to mine tungsten, the AIADMK criticised it
over the alleged delay of over 10 months in making efforts to
stall the project.

grelifeh STHF THER A g U SIESA Gelel & YA I g
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e The meeting, chaired by AIADMK presidium chairman A. Tamilmagan Hussain,
adopted 16 resolutions, one of which criticised Chief Minister M.K. Stalin-led DMK
government over the alleged lack of arrangements to provide food and water to the
people affected by the natural disaster.

o, fSaehr 3regerdr vansvdivas GHif3ae aregar v.aﬁm:r@:rﬁ #$r, 716
yeara TRd T T, o @ v o gegEd waE. e & Aqea are fvad
IHR A AT T, Fiich repfcteh 3Tder d FeTidT S9N 1 @reg HR STer 3qeretr
W & T HRAT T & HS cgae 787 H TS|

e |t also condemned the government over the alleged deterioration of law and order, and
the hike in electricity tariff, property tax, stamp duty, and the price of milk.

S WHR HT Feler AR sgaear 1 Ufd & SR f9ams & fov o foer @, 3R
el erew, Wl a2, T9 o AR gy A Awal 7 gefr o o e $i
e The party said the DMK government was deceiving the people by not fulfilling the

electoral promises made to government employees, teachers, doctors, nurses,
farmers, labourers, fishermen, and weavers.

el F gl o NTHAF TFR AT P TIHRT FATRAT, fRAeTHT, stae, 74T, fFamE,
HfAF, AR 3R gt § e v g arEl @ O T e dver § @R

e The party alleged that the DMK government, with failing to maintain water bodies for
storage, and condemned it for not having taken steps to realise the Godavari-Cauvery

link proposal, the Parambikulam Aliyar project and the Pandiyar and Punnampuzha
project.

9rEt o IRIT omaT foh SlvaAd THR STl I TiaId el H 396 @ 6, 3R
RS FT TFR F F AT P FeH A&7 30T

e The AIADMK also highlighted the “drama” being staged by the DMK government over
seeking exemption from the National Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test (NEET) for Tamil
Nadu.

TIFTETAS A Ig 1 T 7 Sheard TR dAAAAg & e Ts@F arar 3R gaer
wdiaT (NEET) & T &1 AT W ‘aed W T ¢
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Morocco welcomes Indian defence
companies to set up production units

S Paper Il: India-Morocco

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

Morocco is emerging as a
springboard for India’s am-
bitions to expand its foot-
print in Africa for defence
exports. Pitching Morocco
as a gateway to Africa and
Europe for Indian compa-
nies, Abdeltif Loudyi, Mo-
rocco’s Minister Delegate
to the Head of the Govern-
ment, and In-Charge of Ad-
ministration of National
Defence, said they would
like “to offer state-of-the-
art environment, zero bu-
reaucracy, and profitability
for Indian defence
companies”.

“Morocco and India en-
joy excellent bilateral rela-
tions based on mutual res-
pect, and have every
potential to pursue their
positive momentum in va-
rious fields, including de-
fence,” Mr. Loudyi said, ad-
dressing  the India-
Morocco defence industry
seminar held in Rabat on
December 9 and 10, and
jointly organised by the
Defence Ministries of the

Stronger ties: Officials at the first edition of the India-Morocco
Defence industry seminar held in Rabat. X@SIDMINDIA

two countries, the Indian
Embassy in Morocco, and
the Society of Indian De-
fence Manufacturers. “We
want you in Morocco; we
will support you,” he said.

This seminar can only
strengthen the historic ties
between Morocco and In-
dia, two emerging econo-
mies with growing strateg-
ic cooperation in the
defence sector, the Minis-
ter observed.

Mr. Loudyi said the
launch of the strategic de-
fence industry project
placed Morocco at the

centre of attention as a de-
fence development hub,
and opened up promising
prospects for investors in-
terested in the defence and
high-tech sectors, as de-
monstrated by the new
strategic partnership
signed between the Na-
tional Defence Administra-
tion and the Tata Group,
aimed at local production
of the WhAP 8x8 ground
combat vehicle. “The part-
nership between ADN and
TASM is part of a broader
drive to develop Morocco’s
defence industry, with the

aim of gradually building
strategic autonomy,” he
observed.

The seminar offered op-
portunities for joint ven-
tures, technology sharing,
and procurement potential
for Indian defence compa-
nies in Morocco, officials
said.

“Presentations by Mo-
roccan officials empha-
sised the country’s inves-
tor-friendly climate; free
zones, including the Atlan-
tic Free Zone; and incen-
tives for foreign invest-
ments. The Indian
delegation also visited the
Atlantic Free Zone, gaining
a comprehensive under-
standing of Morocco’s in-
dustrial landscape,” the
Society of Indian Defence
Manufacturers said on so-
cial media platform X.

Bilateral trade between
India and Morocco was ap-
proximately $4.1 billion in
2023, with major exports
from India including re-
fined petroleum, vehicles,
and various chemicals. In-
dia is the largest buyer of
phosphate from Morocco.

Morocco welcomes Indian defence companies to set
up production units

ARFHT oF AT T&TT FITAAT HT 3cUICA SHISAT
T 3 & faw Tanra fRar

Morocco Emerging as Springboard for India’s Defence Exports

ARFR R F & fafa & e Fwdor g a7 wr @

e Morocco is emerging as a springboard for India’s ambitions to expand its footprint in
Africa for defence exports.
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ARFR AT T 3MIRT & & [T & T 319 ggaraT S99 1 AgcarehiaT3iy &l
Teh Hgcaqul HYUT f&ig &=t S @ Bl

e Pitching Morocco as a gateway to Africa and Europe for Indian companies, Abdeltif
Loudyi, Morocco’s Minister Delegate to the Head of the Government, and In-Charge of
Administration of National Defence, said they would like “to offer state-of-the-art
environment, zero bureaucracy, and profitability for Indian defence companies”.

HRAT hufadl & foT ARFHY I ATt IR AT F AT U gark & T & A
g,aﬁ%ﬁ,ﬁaﬁ%m#mmmmrwmma;
AR o el o 3 AR 16T Fufadl & v “Seatd araravor, e Alewvem 3R
AR AT eI T TRd & 17

¢ Morocco and India enjoy excellent bilateral relations based on mutual respect, and
have every potential to pursue their positive momentum in various fields, including
defence, said Mr. Loudyi.

ARFH 3N AR & o 3T FEA R IR 3cpse gfavefr daw g, 3ik 37
aTe &7 Aigd Aot &t # FehRicHs HGANT I 36T deled T G &TAT g, AT oy

o el

e Mr. Loudyi addressed the India-Morocco defence industry seminar held in Rabat on
December 9 and 10, jointly organised by the Defence Ministries of both countries, the
Indian Embassy in Morocco, and the Society of Indian Defence Manufacturers.

A SIS o @1 7 9 31 10 REeR 1 AT HRA-ARGH! @ 3T FFAST
eI fomar, T alet aeit & T8t HArerdl, AR # 9RAT garary 3R 9T w8
AT & HT gaRT HgFad &9 @ AT fham arm o

¢ He mentioned that the seminar would strengthen the historic ties between Morocco

and India, two emerging economies with growing strategic cooperation in the defence
sector.

3ogiel el Toh Ig FFASE ARFH 3N AR & o UAgTiie Faell &l A

ST T8 T H Sod) Torefas AT 6 9Ty ¢l 39T IgaEu’

e Mr. Loudyi highlighted the strategic defence industry project that placed Morocco at
the centre of attention as a defence development hub, opening up promising prospects
for investors in the defence and high-tech sectors, as demonstrated by the new
strategic partnership signed between the National Defence Administration and the
Tata Group.

A SN A TaT Fe@T IRAISTEAT AT BT W S e, 5= ARt 1 6T Awra &
Fg & T # @r AR T IR gd-eF A F [ & AT s GHEATT @,
?\wﬁ:m@wrmw&mﬁmwé:aﬁamrmﬁﬁmm@aﬁﬁmﬁagml

e This partnership aims at the local production of the WhAP 8x8 ground combat
vehicle.

IE ATSIGRT WhAP 8x8 A38 HIFAC qTed & TUWHIT 3cUTGsT T 18T I&cT gl

¢ The seminar offered opportunities for joint ventures, technology sharing, and
procurement potential for Indian defence companies in Morocco.

FFATS F ARFH H AR @7 Fufaat & v dga sea#, viggifdr asiert sik
G{lg &THAT & 37aE el fu|
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e Moroccan officials emphasised the country’s investor-friendly climate, free zones,
including the Atlantic Free Zone, and incentives for foreign investments.

ARFRA FRFRAT A <o & AdUF-AF arareror, goa &=, o vedies v A
A g, 3R el At s fow dicagsr SR fea|

e The Indian delegation visited the Atlantic Free Zone, gaining a comprehensive
understanding of Morocco’s industrial landscape.

sRe vfafafdsa o weaifes B e &1 v v, Tad 30 AeH & silgaifos
gReed 1 caIH FHST 9o g3

o Bilateral trade between India and Morocco was approximately $4.1 billion in 2023,
with major exports from India including refined petroleum, vehicles, and various

chemicals.

HRA 3N ARFR & 1T 2023 A gfavafia AR oersver $4.1 R¥forgs o, fSwed sva @
ACY A & IRsHd IAfoaa, ares 3R fAffe e afAe ¢l

¢ Indiais the largest buyer of phosphate from Morocco.

R ARGFH ¥ BIEhe H 98 927 @R 2

Modi refers to past to build a fresh narrative

[GS Paper I: Post Independence India |

NEWS ANALYSIS

Nistula Hebbar
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s speech at the de-
bate in the Lok Sabha on
the journey of the Consti-
tution was full of referenc-
es to the past.

Some of them, including
references to the late Pu-
rushottam Das Tandon,
former Congress chief, and
the late K.M. Munshi, who
was a Minister in the Nehru
government, were packed
with political narrative-
building.

Mr. Modi quoted Tan-

Modi refers to past to build a fresh narrative

don’s views with regard to
India’s glorious past and its
past experiences with de-
mocracy predating the
British. He quoted Mun-
shi’s advocacy of a Uniform
Civil Code over a religion-
based personal law. The
UCC is a core issue for the
BJP and Mr. Modi repeated
his government’s intention
to bring in what he terms a
“Secular Civil Code” .
Munshi parted ways
with the Congress in the
1950s and formed the Swa-
tantra Party, and was one
of the founders of the Vish-
wa Hindu Parishad.
“Prime Minister Modi
raised the issue of Tandon
to build and strengthen

Narendra Modi

two narratives — how Neh-
ru was anti-democratic
and turned the Congress
into the fiefdom of one par-
ticular family; and second,
Nehru was opposed to
‘pro-Hindu’ leaders right
from the beginning. Tan-
don was known for being a
‘pro-Hindu’  nationalist

leader within the Con-
gress, and was opposed to
Nehru’s policy of ‘Muslim
appeasement’. Tandon de-
feated Nehru's candidate
in the election for Con-
gress president. But Nehru
made Tandon resign in
1951, threatening to walk
out of Congress Working
Committee,” Arun Anand,
author of two books on the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh, including The Saf-
fron Surge: Untold Story of
RSS Leadership, said.

It was also, BJP leaders
said, a comment on what
they say is the situation
within the Congress, with
the sidelining of the “G23”
group of leaders who at-

tempted to lead an even-
tually unsuccessful banner
of revolt within the Con-
gress a few years ago.

“The Congress is on a
particular path, [and] due
to the leadership of the
Gandhis, it appears irrever-
sible. The recollection of
what happened to leaders
like Munshi and Tandon
shows that Congress had
all manner of opinion with-
in its fold, including of Hin-
du consciousness, general-
ly espoused by leaders
who were not part of the
dynasty. Under the one-fa-
mily rule, those strains of
opinions have been weed-
ed out,” a senior office-
bearer of the BJP said.

A & IIST IMEIT e & fow I &1 garar fear

Prime Minister Modi’s Speech on the Constitution in Lok Sabha

AFTHT F iU W yaaHEA AT FT ATIOT

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s speech at the debate in the Lok Sabha on the
journey of the Constitution was full of references to the past.
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e Some of the references included mentions of the late Purushottam Das Tandon,
former Congress chief, and the late K.M. Munshi, who was a Minister in the Nehru
government, packed with political narrative-building.

SIH A T HeHl H ¥@. TONNH G dee, 7 FiI e, 3R w. H.eA. Al
Wmaﬁﬁwwﬁﬁqaﬂ?ﬁmﬂmﬁ%$mﬁmﬁwﬁﬁ§cal

e« Mr. Modi quoted Tandon’s views regarding India’s glorious past and its past
experiences with democracy predating the British.

A A A ded F AR F7 3¢IR0T AT, S ARG F aRa@HA e iR ey F ggar
SNhdd & TTY 3eTeh 3Mefsidl G 3MUTRA |

e Mr. Modi quoted Munshi’s advocacy of a Uniform Civil Code over a religion-based
personal law. The UCC is a core issue for the BJP and Mr. Modi repeated his
government’s intention to bring in what he terms a “Secular Civil Code”.

A ST A HW F g w1 3ER0T &7, S w3 swfFaera Freger Hr aong
AT AR Wiear (UCC) & 9a1eR &) UCC HT.ST.9T. & T Ueh HAgeaqol #AeaT &
3R A A A 3T R B arfAFATIeT AnTRE @fgar ae dr FHem S g

e Munshi parted ways with the Congress in the 1950s and formed the Swatantra Party,
and was one of the founders of the Vishwa Hindu Parishad.

M A 1950 & &k H FIAW I 3T gy Faad IIel 5718, 3K d faeg g aRwg &
TEIIHRT 7 & TH |

¢ Prime Minister Modi raised the issue of Tandon to build and strengthen two narratives:
THTTHAT A o deaT & Heg 3O &l HET HAUTT &el1s 3R AT #:

o Nehru was anti-democratic and turned the Congress into the fiefdom of one
particular family.

AT FT didpax (A g 3tk FEOF & v AV 9RaR F I T & I
STl

o Nehru was opposed to 'pro-Hindu' leaders from the beginning.
e F W-fg AqEt ¥ gF F A an
e Tandon was known for being a ‘pro-Hindu’ nationalist leader within the Congress and
opposed Nehru’s policy of ‘Muslim appeasement’.

dae I HIF & I U ‘W-Rg TERaEdt Aa1F § 7 AT A1 a1 AR T AFw
dr HiTrA FieHTor Aif 1 faer T A
e Tandon defeated Nehru’s candidate in the election for Congress president, but

Nehru made Tandon resign in 1951, threatening to walk out of the Congress Working
Committee.

dee F FEAW HEALT AT A AE F IFAGAR F T, AfdheT AgE ¥ 1951 F de
ﬁwﬁwéﬁ#ﬁvwm,a@waﬁg%ammﬁ%ﬁw
Tl SATTI|

e BJP leaders said the mention of Tandon also served as a comment on the current

situation within the Congress, with the sidelining of the ‘G23’ group of leaders who
attempted to lead an unsuccessful revolt within the party a few years ago.
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Ram temple
gets award
from British
Safety Council

[Pcs ]
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Ram Temple project in
Ayodhya bagged the Sword
of Honour award from the
British Safety Council, said
Nripendra Misra, chair-
man of the construction
committee of Shri Ram
Janmbhoomi Teerth Kshe-
tra Trust, on Sunday.

Mr. Misra said the Sword
of Honour is one of the
prestigious accolades in sa-
fety management, which is
given after the British Safe-
ty Council conducts the au-
dit of the process and prac-
tices, and finally does an
on-site activity assessment.

“Only those who
achieve a five-star assess-
ment are eligible to enter
for the Sword of Honour
award contest. Earlier M/s
Larsen & Toubro responsi-
ble for the construction of
the temple were also
awarded ‘Golden Trophy’
by the National Safety
Council for safety mea-
sures taken in the con-
struction of Ram Temple,”
he said.

Mr. Misra said the con-
struction of the first and se-
cond floors, including the
“Shikhar” (top), of the tem-
ple along with other signif-
icant temples has entered
the last phase.

The construction is like-
ly to be completed by June
2025.
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A senior office-bearer of the BJP said, “The Congress is on a particular path, and due
to the leadership of the Gandhis, it appears irreversible.”

AL.S.UT. F Th IS YSHAUSRRI 7 Hgl, “HF Ueh 99¥ I¥d W I BT g, 3T et
IRAR & Adcd & FROT I§ HIRTIAT Felid g g7

The recollection of what happened to leaders like Munshi and Tandon shows that the
Congress had all manner of opinion within its fold, including of Hindu consciousness,
generally espoused by leaders who were not part of the dynasty.

#elt AR et SR AGTHT F AT FAT EIM, FHHN TR0 fe@rdr & o waa A @l R
&1 T Aige o, ored R Aaar o o, S 31\ a9 3 At gErt @AlT oOr S
ToTaer @ R e A

Under the one-family rule, those strains of opinions have been weeded out.

TH-IRAR & A F dgd, 37 TAT & TSAAT T FATCT Y AT 1= &

Ram temple gets award from British Safety
Council

T AT &1 fafeer geam aRve § e Fer

Ram Temple Project in Ayodhya Wins Sword of Honour Award

e # T AR aRAeeT # wEiE e e R e

. The Ram Temple project in Ayodhya won the Sword of Honour award from
the British Safety Council, as announced by Nripendra Misra, chairman of the
construction committee of Shri Ram Janmbhoomi Teerth Kshetra Trust, on Sunday.

arvear & W AR aRsren e A FEIRAT A FEIE AHE A [EHR He,
St & o I S N & gve & AT afafa & srewat iy WA AR
T o #|

o Nripendra Misra stated that the Sword of Honour is one of the most prestigious
accolades in safety management, awarded after the British Safety Council conducts an
audit of the process and practices, followed by an on-site activity assessment.

% s e gt & w@1S 3 e GRan gaue § god gldteod [ERRi # § U g,
o fafeer awd FEf@e ufhar 3R w2msft &1 3iifsc & & a1 3R dse |
AT Hediehad el & dlG AT S &

. Only those who achieve a five-star assessment are eligible for the Sword of
Honour award contest.

dael I olleT St uig FAART FeaiweT gIed 1 §, 9 F@I8 A6 AR [WEER gfaaifaar
& foT deg g g
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e Earlier, Larsen & Toubro, responsible for the construction of the temple, was also
awarded the ‘Golden Trophy’ by the National Safety Council for safety measures
taken during the construction of the Ram Temple.

SHY Ugdl, AN US &a, 5 Al & fAAor & fow feAer an, & ww #few & fAAfor

& SRTeT GRaT 3url & oI Isdr gRan aRwg eanr aitesa iy o & 15 2|
e Misra mentioned that the construction of the first and second floors, including the
Shikhar (top), of the temple along with other significant temples has entered the final

phase.

frsm & e i AT i wgel v qEd A#fore, oraet R oY) o anfder &, 3R
3T Ageaqut AR F1 AT 3 fAw WO Ay FW g B

e The construction is expected to be completed by June 2025.

fasfor &1 gfet S 2025 A& g1 T HarreT &

Jaishankar thanks Moldova for helping

Indians ¢

GS Paper li:

India-Moldova
NEW DELHI

India on Sunday expressed
appreciation for the sup-
port that Moldova extend-
ed in airlifting stranded In-
dian nationals who had to
be evacuated when the
war in Ukraine broke out in
February 2022. India’s ap-
preciation was conveyed
by External Affairs Minister
S. Jaishankar at an event
held here, where the Em-
bassy of Moldova was offi-
cially inaugurated in the
presence of Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Mi-
nister of Moldova Mihail
Popsoi.

“Moldova extended cru-
cial help during the Opera-
tion Ganga to evacuate the
very large number of
stranded Indian students
during the Ukraine crisis,”
Mr. Jaishankar said ack-
nowledging Moldova’s sup-
port to the Indian citizens
in Ukraine who faced a se-

S. Jaishankar and Mihail Popsoi during the joint inauguration of the
Embassy of Republic of Moldova, in New Delhi. PTI

rious threat when Russian
forces began the ‘special
military operation’ against
Ukraine. Operation Ganga
was started to airlift Indian
students and professionals
who were based in Uk-
raine. At least 20,000 In-
dian citizens in Ukraine
were evacuated with the
help of neighbouring Po-
land, Romania, Slovenia,
Moldova and Hungary.

Mr. Jaishankar also an-

nounced that India would
open an embassy in Mol-
dova in “not so distant fu-
ture”. He said India and
Moldova, which is located
in a strategically important
part of eastern Europe,
have a “shared vision of
the world that values
peace, understanding and
cooperation”.

The Embassy of Moldo-
va has been operating out
of New Delhi for around a

uring the Ukraine crisis

year but Mr. Jaishankar
and Mr. Popsoi on Sunday
unveiled the official insig-
nia, thereby formally in-
augurating it.

Addressing the event,
Mr. Popsoi said the inaugu-
ration of the Embassy of
Moldova is a special mo-
ment in the relation bet-
ween the two sides. “We
conducted second round
of foreign office consulta-
tion after a gap of 21 years
reaffirming political en-
gagement. The first official
visit of our minister of edu-
cation happened just two
weeks ago. This year we
launched a scholarship
programme for Indian stu-
dents and we will expand
this initiative,” said Mr.
Popsoi.

“Despite geographical
distance and different tra-
ditions, Moldova and India
have always maintained a
bond of mutual respect
and understanding,” he
said.

Jaishankar thanks Moldova for helping Indians during
the Ukraine crisis
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FAAFT o Fehel FHE & AN HRCARD T AGe A &
faw Alegiar #1 yegarg e

India Thanks Moldova for Support During Operation Ganga
HRT o TR 0 F R Alegiar & FAda & v 3R sgea frar

e On Sunday, India expressed appreciation for the support extended by Moldova in
airlifting stranded Indian nationals during the Ukraine war in February 2022.

TRAER #1, IR = Alealdl caRT ool TgU F GRIT FH §T HRAFT ARTRT T I
2022 7 arg AT @ e & fav ffr v @@l & v 3meR sged fharl

e External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar conveyed India's appreciation during an event
where the Embassy of Moldova was officially inaugurated in the presence of Mihail
Popsoi, Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister of Moldova.

fRger #: v, FUAFT S HARA FT AR 39 FAHHA o SRl Tad [ohdT, SIgT Alegar
&1 gama 3oaie &0 ¥ g Ouws, Aledar & suvrersE 3R e w3 &
3uTedfd # 3caifed fonar I

e Mr. Jaishankar acknowledged Moldova’s support during Operation Ganga, which
helped evacuate large numbers of Indian students stranded in Ukraine during the
Ukraine crisis.

AT TAAFT o TR I & ARTT AleardT F AT HT TAgeA H, Tt goheT FHhe
& eNIeT BH gU AR Bl & e @& a1 fAdes 7 Feg

e Operation Ganga was launched to airlift Indian students and professionals from
Ukraine. At least 20,000 Indian citizens were evacuated with the help of neighbouring
countries including Poland, Romania, Slovenia, Moldova, and Hungary.

YA 3T ! PaoT W ARART BT 3R 9T &1 Aeproret & fow o fomar arm )
FH T FH 20,000 HRAT AR I gz, FaATfTT, TR, Aleeidr, 3 &l 39
gSrdr gt fr Age ¥ Akrem AT

e Mr. Jaishankar also announced that India would open an embassy in Moldova in the
"not so distant future".

A STAHT A g Y BT A foh AR Alegrar A TR garard Teldw, S Tg Y
siasT & &g ghem|
e He emphasized that India and Moldova, located in a strategically important part of

Eastern Europe, share a “shared vision of the world that values peace,
understanding, and cooperation.”

35T SN &Y el o 9RA 3R Arearar, s gdt qua & v weifas Ageaqet R
# Rua & & ag v arem TReRor g S enfa, aFst 3R g9 Y Hgea &ar g1

¢ The Moldova Embassy had been operating out of New Delhi for about a year, and
Jaishankar and Popsoi officially inaugurated it by unveiling the official insignia on
Sunday.

Aieald garar 7% faeelt & T Teh Arel ¥ Harfold g T o, 3R e 3R

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS




www.patrioticias.in

Contact Number: 9971932488

PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

NIAEE o IFIIR ! AARIRE Reg 7 IETaR0T HX 50 oaie 7 & 3earied

T

Addressing the event, Popsoi said that the inauguration is a special moment in the
bilateral relationship between the two countries.

Wﬁmmy,mﬁm%maﬁmﬁ%maﬁqﬁv
el § T 3AT &1oT g

He mentioned that after a gap of 21 years, the second round of foreign office
consultations was conducted, reaffirming political engagement.

3egie Sooig TR o 21 a8t F e & dle fager Farery Fr q@dl ek dr e
% AT HT a1g, orad Terlifas a1 e & gse fahar am|

Moldova launched a scholarship program for Indian students this year and plans to
expand it further.

AleQaT o 38 aY HRAT BHEl & [T SEgiy FAHH gF a1 3R 38 AR faear

& & AT B

Popsoi emphasized that despite geographical distance and different traditions,
Moldova and India have always maintained a bond of mutual respect and

understanding.

qIEE S FE Wifeha fhar & sitafas gt 3 Rffieer wuwmst & srase, Atedar ik
HRT o §ART Ueh-g@R & I ATqdl FFATeT 3R FAS FI TG FA1C 3T g

Centre launches Jalvahak scheme for

cargo mcl)vement via inland waterways

|GS Paper i

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

The Centre on Sunday
launched the Jalvahak
scheme to boost long-haul
cargo movement via inland
waterways.

The scheme incentivises
cargo transport on Nation-
al Waterways 1 (Ganga), 2
(Brahmaputra), and 16 (Ba-
rak) and provides an op-
portunity for the trade in-
terests to explore
movement of cargo via wa-
terways with positive eco-
nomic value proposition,
Union Minister for Ports,
Shipping, and Waterways
Sarbananda Sonowal said.

He flagged off cargo
ships MV AAI, MV Homi
Bhaba, and MV Trishul
along with two dumb barg-
es Ajay and Dikhu from the
G.R. Jetty in Kolkata.

This marks the begin-
ning of fixed scheduled
sailing service of cargo ves-
sels from Haldia for NW-1

and Waterways, flags off cargo vessels in Kolkata on Sunday. pTi

(Ganga) and NW-2 (Brah-
maputra), the Ministry said
in a statement.

“With its advantage of
being an economical, eco-
logically sound, and effi-
cient mode of transporta-
tion, we want to boost
cargo movement via water-
ways to decongest the rail-
ways and roadways,” Mr.
Sonowal said.

Further, the regular
scheduled freight service,

which began from Kolkata,
will ensure that the cargo is
transported and delivered
within a stipulated time
frame, he said.

35% reimbursement
The Jalvahak scheme offers
reimbursement of up to
35% of the total operating
expenditure incurred, the
Ministry said.

To encourage the busi-
ness proposition of vessel

operators, the scheme en-

courages cargo owners to ;

hire vessels owned or oper-
ated by government enti-
ties. “The incentive
scheme is ideal for major
shipping companies,
freight forwarders, trade
bodies and associations
that handle bulk and con-
tainerised cargo. By opting
for the scheme, it provides
them an opportunity to
optimise their supply
chain  network.  The
scheme is initially valid for
three years.”

The fixed day scheduled
sailing service will ply ves-
sels between Kolkata-Pat-
na-Varanasi-Patna-Kolkata
stretch of NW-1 and bet-
ween Kolkata and Pandu in
Guwahati on NW-2 via Indo
Bangladesh Protocol Route
(IBPR), the Ministry said.

UltraTech Cement said
it became the first cement
company to leverage NW-1
for gypsum transport at
scale.

Centre launches
Jalvahak scheme
for cargo
movement via
inland waterways

g o addT
STTHTIT & ATCTH
d AT FY fTaTeiTe!
& foT STeaEs
ST AR AT

Launch of Jalvahak Scheme to
Boost Inland Waterways Cargo
Movement

SaTed ArSTAT Y YA, HAGHT FTAAMIT F ATLAH § AT aAT$ A qg1am &t & faAw
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e On Sunday, the Centre launched the Jalvahak scheme to boost long-haul cargo
movement via inland waterways.

AR FY, g FER o AoIaeH Arotell b1 M H, S el ol  aAeaq ¥
il g @Y ATl Goll$ &l Forar &l & fav gl

e The scheme incentivizes cargo transport on National Waterways 1 (Ganga), 2
(Brahmaputra), and 16 (Barak), and provides opportunities for trade interests to explore
cargo movement via waterways with a positive economic value proposition.

g AoTell ASET STAATT 1 (IM), 2 (FEAYH), 3N 16 (IRF) T AT IRageT I Wiedised
X § 3N AR FAURST & STAHAEN & ATCIH A ATT GATS H Tl oallad
39T Yl FAT &, forad 3nfde efseshior & ot &vl

e Sarbananda Sonowal, Union Minister for Ports, Shipping, and Waterways, flagged off
cargo ships MV AAI, MV Homi Bhaba, and MV Trishul, along with two dumb barges,
Ajay and Dikhu, from the G.R. Jetty in Kolkata.

Heleig |iAare, 9o, dlager AR FTaAnr #=f, F wAdt AA| Tad gl amem, 3N A
rerer STETSil & @Y &) 89 AT, IS 3R Y, Y FITHT & SALAR. I @ @ )

e This marks the beginning of fixed scheduled sailing service of cargo vessels from
Haldia for NW-1 (Ganga) and NW-2 (Brahmaputra).

Ig gfeadr & Taseey-1 (319M) 3R vaseey-2 (FEAYA) & AT Arclarges Sigral I faa
T W et amr fardr gesnd &1 gds B

¢ The scheme aims to boost cargo movement via waterways to decongest the railways
and roadways.

S8 TSIl T 36aT STeIANRI & HILIH H AT GoIT$ hl Ferdl el g, fored ¥ord AR
HsF AN 9T Ns-015 1 HF Far a1 G|

e The regular scheduled freight service, starting from Kolkata, will ensure that cargo is
transported and delivered within a stipulated time frame.

FIAHTAT A YE gl dlell faaad F797 R fAafda Areaes dar g glakRaa s &
mﬁﬂ?ﬁamﬁm%aﬂmq@mwmmml

e The Jalvahak scheme offers 35% reimbursement of the total operating expenditure
incurred.

SdgH Aottt el TRl T HT 35% Ffaqfed Ferer el gl

e The scheme encourages cargo owners to hire vessels owned or operated by
government entities.

g IroTell AT ATfSI] ol TIHRT TEAT3T & TaTAcd AT ATl aTel STglell &l e
W o & T dcarfed #&dr 1

e The incentive scheme is suitable for major shipping companies, freight forwarders,
trade bodies, and associations handling bulk and containerized cargo.

Ig Wicaresl Arote wE AR Fafaal, he sRasd, s @6i 3R @oreet & fov
3UgFd ¢ S AF 3R FEdFa A F FAE

¢ The scheme is initially valid for three years.
Tg ATl IRA H it auf & faw der g

¢ The fixed day scheduled sailing service will operate vessels between Kolkata-Patna-
Varanasi-Patna-Kolkata stretch of NW-1 and between Kolkata and Pandu in

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS




PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Contact Number: 9971932488

Guwahati on NW-2 via Indo-Bangladesh Protocol Route (IBPR).

faaa e fuiRa amr a1 Arawar-gear-aror-gear-Fiasar & tassed-1 @5 3R
FIAFTAT R AR F UIg & A Teiseey-2 W HRA-IR WSl AW (IBPR) &
HATETH I SAgISIT I TATeld |

e UltraTech Cement became the first cement company to leverage NW-1 for gypsum
transport at scale.

Iregred WHT vaseey-1 &1 forcwsr aRaes & v 93 YA W 3UAET A arell ugell
e FHuel §ef TS|

TEL AVIV

Israel to close Dublin embassy
citing ‘extreme anti-Israel policies’

Israel to close Dublin embassy
citing ‘extreme anti-Israel
policies’

SoRIsd o ‘HcAAF FoIsel
occupmau no MDRE safeleT gATaT &G FXe &1 hdd
=4 PALESTINE u,, IRELANDW -

; : ; y . Israel to Close Its Dublin Embassy Due to Irish
Israel will close its Dublin embassy due to the “extreme anti-Israel Government's Policies
policies of the Irish government”, Foreign Minister Gideon Saar said

on Sunday, citing its recognition of a Palestinian state and support ~ goIIgel F IR WHR 1 Afaat F FRor s9forT
for legal action against Israel. Irish Prime Minister Simon Harris said R m aa_ T FT HaeT fFar

the decision was deeply regrettable. REUTERS

REUTERS

e Israel will close its Dublin embassy due to the “extreme anti-Israel policies of the Irish
government,” said Foreign Minister Gideon Saar on Sunday.

FoRISd o SafAeT gy H1 de el H1 haen for &, S sraRer @R A sfaard
gorsd-farel Aifaat & FRor §, 78 Ry 7= A ar S Rar wr w7

e The closure is due to Ireland’s recognition of a Palestinian state and support for legal
action against Israel.

T T #* 3RS EaRT FRfAFdiell T 7 AT &7 3R goNma & @aTs e
FIEAE T FANT FA & HROT B

e Irish Prime Minister Simon Harris called the decision “deeply regrettable.”

AN AN AT RT3 37 e I Beaas A
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Rwanda, Congo cancel peace talks

to end conflict in eastern Congo
GS Paper I: World Geograp

AFP

Planned talks between Congo and Rwanda were cancelled. Congo’s
President Felix Tshisekedi and Rwanda’s President Paul Kagame
were set to meet on Sunday in Angola, which has been mediating to
put an end to conflict in eastern Congo between the Congolese
army and M23 rebel group, which is allegedly backed by Rwanda. Ap
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Rwanda, Congo cancel peace talks
to end conflict in eastern Congo

Planned Talks Between Congo and Rwanda Cancelled

T 3 <atEr & A PR T e

e Planned talks between Congo and Rwanda were
cancelled.

FiaN 3R @it & g AUTRe amat Eg X & TS

e Congo’s President Felix Tshisekedi and Rwanda’s
President Paul Kagame were set to meet on Sunday in
Angola, which has been mediating to end the conflict in
eastern Congo between the Congolese army and the M23
rebel group, allegedly backed by Rwanda.

HN & Tseafa Sfoww CaAeHd 317 @ & useafa aiar
I ! IR &1 I 7 Aot o, St qdf Fwen 7 wen
a1 3R M23 R g & T gl @ @ I FACT

& T FeITydr FX @ &, R TaisT caRT §Afd gl T 3RIT ¢

CAPE TOWN
14 killed in French territory of
Mayotte as Cyclone Chido strikes

|GS Paper I: World Geography |

|

AP

A
At least 14 persons have died and 246 were injured after Cyclone

Chido caused devastating damage in the French territory of Mayotte

in the Indian Ocean, France’s Interior Ministry said on Sunday. The

tropical cyclone blew through the southeastern Indian Ocean, also

affecting the nearby islands of Comoros and Madagascar. AFP

heT|

14 killed in French territory of
Mayotte as Cyclone Chido strikes

B & AE &84T H gwad R &
SRUT 14 &N A AT

Cyclone Chido Causes Devastating Damage in Mayotte

AT e F A # Raned afa

o At least 14 persons have died and 246 were injured after
Cyclone Chido caused devastating damage in the French
territory of Mayotte in the Indian Ocean, France’s Interior
Ministry said on Sunday.

FH G FA 14mﬂﬁm%3ﬂ1246m§tr g, o
FEFd 8 A HRAT AR A Fya v 8 79
A foamerehry &1f agas, hiE & HaRe FArerd = AR

e The tropical cyclone blew through the southeastern Indian Ocean, also affecting the
nearby islands of Comoros and Madagascar.

FUrF Tt WEFalT o SRT-qd SRAT AEWIR & AegH @ 3 AR, oed g
& gl FARE 3R ASEERT TN 7 318X 9357
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At least 39
killed in Niger
in attacks near
Burkina Faso

GS Paper I: World
Geography

NIAMEY

Thirty-nine people have
been killed in two attacks
in recent days in western
Niger, near the border with
Burkina Faso, Niamey’s
Defence Ministry said
Saturday.

“Two horrific tragedies
happened in the commun-
ities of Libiri and Kokorou,
criminals cornered by con-
stant operations by de-
fence and security forces
launched attacks on defen-
celess civilian popula-
tions,” the Defence Minis-
try said in a statement.

The “barbaric acts” saw
21 people killed in Libiri
and 18 in Kokorou, includ-
ing children, the Ministry
said.

The operations took
place from December 12 to
14, the statement said.
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At least 39 killed in Niger in attacks
near Burkina Faso

gﬁnmﬁﬁwmﬁgm
H &F ¥ FH 39 9T AR AT

Attack in Western Niger Kills 39 People
gfRgHY AEeR # g« # 39 dler AR AT

o Thirty-nine people have been killed in two attacks in
recent days in western Niger, near the border with Burkina
Faso, Niamey’s Defence Ministry said on Saturday.

Rod 7o Rl # o) gaal & o ager & 39 dr AR a1v, St
gidar st B AT S 9 g , Ig 91 AITHY & & AFET A
rfaar &1 Far

o The Defence Ministry stated that criminals, cornered by
constant operations by defence and security forces, launched
attacks on defenceless civilian populations.

TR FATrd o el o Iraferat &, St e 3k e aai &
SIMAR TIR2AAT & Sled 7 Uohed ST a0 9, ARE anfs smardy
9 gHal U

o Two horrific tragedies occurred in the communities of

Libiri and Kokorou, with 21 people killed in Libiri and 18 people
killed in Kokorou, including children.

& # e Frafedn fafady 3R AR Foerat 7 g, e ol &
21 @NT AR T 3R FFHRT & 18 dAFT AR T, ST a=a off
afAe g

o The operations took place from December 12 to 14, as
stated by the Defence Ministry.

e 12 § 14 e & o go, Siam & 36T #erd A el




Russian tanker splits
in storm, spilling oil
into the Kerch Strait

|GS Paper I: World Geography

Reuters
MOSCOW

A Russian oil tanker carry-
ing thousands of tonnes of
oil products split apart dur-
ing a heavy storm on Sun-
day, spilling oil into the
Kerch Strait, while another
tanker was also in distress
after sustaining damage,
Russian officials said.

The vessels were in the
Kerch Strait between main-
land Russia and Crimea,
which Russia annexed
from Ukraine in 2014,
when they issued distress
signals.

Russian  investigators
opened two criminal cases
to look into possible safety
violations after at least one
person was killed when the
136-metre Volgoneft 212
tanker, with 15 people on
board, split in half with its
bow sinking.

The Russian-flagged ves-
sel, built in 1969, was dam-
aged and had run aground,
officials said.

The second Russian-
flagged ship, the 132-metre
Volgoneft 239, was drifting
after sustaining damage. It
has a crew of 14 people and
was built in 1973.
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Russian tanker splits in storm,
spilling oil into the Kerch Strait

qeE # & AT g T, 9w
dol &Y TasATHET # e

Russian Oil Tanker Splits During Storm in Kerch Strait
¥ TASHEHET A THA F SR TH de SHT T el

*A Russian oil tanker, carrying thousands of tonnes of
oil products, split apart during a heavy storm on Sunday,
spilling oil into the Kerch Strait, while another tanker was
also in distress after sustaining damage, Russian officials
said.

TF T dd TR, ST goIRT & o 3c9Ig of S T@T 2T,
VAR T 0T T & GRIT Fd TASHWAET H g I,
a8 dor el 3147, STEfeh Teh 3R o o &1fa & a1g
Hohe H AT, T AFTRIRAT o gl

e The vessels were in the Kerch Strait between mainland Russia and Crimea, which
Russia annexed from Ukraine in 2014, when they issued distress signals.

o STETST 4 FTATSHEAT & A&T T 3R BRI fw 9, T &7 72014 & ot &
3y T F S for o1, S9 3egia Hehe Hohd ST R
e Russian investigators opened two criminal cases to look into possible safety

violations after at least one person was killed when the 136-meter Volgoneft 212
tanker, with 15 people on board, split in half with its bow sinking.

T STaHAl3t o Y& Seeraal b S & fov af Jrufts Aee @id, 19 136-#e
deaiave 212 T, T 15 @ §ar &, 318 & g a1 dr 3R 3EH HFe g9 I,
fS@d &7 @ F7 v afad H 7cg g TS|

e The Russian-flagged vessel, built in 1969, was damaged and had run aground,
officials said.

Tl easT araT STgTe, i 1969 & T T, &I g 91T 3R de WX 3 94T,
fFRAT o7 FeTl
e The second Russian-flagged ship, the 132-meter Volgoneft 239, was drifting after
sustaining damage. It has a crew of 14 people and was built in 1973. E@QTW €qat

T g, 132-#Hex areansiwe 239, &7fd & ST 9§ @7 AT STH 14 AT T dlelsh Gof

g 3 Ig 1973 & &7 o’
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Nidhi stands tall as India
retains women's Asia Cup

PCS

e R L b,

HOCKEY

Press Trust of India
MUSCAT

India’s goalkeeper Nidhi
stole the limelight in the pe-
nalty shootout, making
three sensational saves to
help India overcome three-
time champion China 3-2
(1-1) and clinch its second
consecutive women’s ju-
nior Asia Cup hockey title
here on Sunday.

Nidhi’s heroics capped a
stellar performance, having
already stood tall during

Continental champs: India overcame China in a shootout. @ THEHOCKEYINDIA

regulation time by thwart-
ing multiple attempts from
the Chinese forwards as the
four quarters ended in a

nerve-wracking 1-1
stalemate.
While skipper Jinzhuang

Tan scored for China in the
30th minute, Kanika Si-
wach’s strike early in the se-
cond half (41st minute)
brought India back into the
game in an intense battle
for supremacy.

Sakshi Rana gave India a
perfect start in the shootout
by converting the first at-
tempt, while Nidhi denied
China’s opener.

China fought back as
Hao Guoting equalised, and
after misses from Mumtaz
Khan and Kanika, it was
Ishika’s top-corner strike
that kept India level at 2-2.

Nidhi’s heroics in the fi-
nal two attempts, blocking
shots from Li Jingyi and Zuo
Dandan, set the stage for
Sunelita Toppo, who sealed
the win with a composed
finish to seal a memorable
victory for India.

The result: India 1 (Kanika
Siwach 41) drew with China 1
(Jinzhuang Tan 30). (India won
3-2 via penalty shootout).
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Nidhi stands tall as
India retains women’s
Asia Cup

GICIGE LG IR IGI
i &9 Q@ae
TWR (@A H Acg A

India Wins Second Consecutive
Women's Junior Asia Cup Hockey
Title

R A qEY IR TaR Al
Sfaax ofar a0 gl Rae sfar

o India’s goalkeeper Nidhi stole the
limelight in the penalty shootout,
making three sensational saves to
help India overcome three-time
champion China 3-2 (1-1) and clinch
its second consecutive women’s
junior Asia Cup hockey title here on
Sunday.

R #T Merhray fAfer o Jeed
YEISE A el AR AT Fh R

Frefier aR i IR A 3-2 (1-1) FF WA F Acg FHr 3R F@T WAR FT 37971 g@A
aaR Afer SR o w9 g e sharl

e Nidhi’s heroics capped a stellar performance, having already stood tall during
regulation time by thwarting multiple attempts from the Chinese forwards as the four
quarters ended in a nerve-wracking 1-1 stalemate.

fafer &y dar s v 3pse yedw QU TR, S 3wl faafRa gEa & e

Ugel &1 diell BRESH & &5 gHell B AHH T, SI9 IRT FAEY U aaraqur 1-1 3t

U HATCT §'Q'I
e While skipper Jinzhuang Tan scored for China in the 30th minute, Kanika Siwach’s

strike early in the second half (41st minute) brought India back into the game in an
intense battle for supremacy.

STafes weare fragganer arer o DNeT & fov 308 e # el fonar, wfawr RarT & gy
TF (417 fAse) # fhU a0 Mo of RGN V@ H W d1T, U g qoy H|

¢ Sakshi Rana gave India a perfect start in the shootout by converting the first attempt,
while Nidhi denied China’s opener.
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|T&f IO o SR T YEIHTIT F Tgell FIAY &I Aol H TGl Teh Thae YT 4,
stafe fafr & fia & geer A B aArEw |

China fought back as Hao Guoting equalised, and after misses from Mumtaz Khan

and Kanika, it was Ishika’s top-corner strike that kept India level at 2-2.

et o ardly ST g AT ST Y, IR FAATS @It IR FlAFT A b e
& dG, 3TAFT & TII-FHlIX TCEF o HRA HI 2-2 I G G TATC @)

Nidhi’s heroics in the final two attempts, blocking shots from Li Jingyi and Zuo

Dandan, set the stage for Sunelita Toppo, who sealed the win with a composed finish
to seal a memorable victory for India.

fafer & dar s 3ifaa ar sarat A & el ik 3N aiee & Afeq &1 Uha Fafaar
At & faw #a AR 3, Segia enifagdes aiel e aRa & AT Argem Sird @t
giafead fhar|

Deepika,oDhiraj and
AnKkita top the list
at Nationals

The most notable absentee will be the decorated compound archer

Jyothi Surekha due to differences between her and the State unit

All set: Dhiraj and Ankita will look to end the year on a high after the near miss in the Paris Games. pTi

ARCHERY

Y.B. Sarangi
JAMSHEDPUR

head of a busy 2025
A calendar, top arch-
ers of the country,
including Deepika Kumari,
Ankita Bhakat, B. Dhiraj,
Abhishek Verma and Aditi
Swami, will test themselves
in the year-ending National
archery championships
starting at the Gopal Mai-
dan, located in the heart of
the city, here on Monday.
The most notable absen-
tee will be the decorated
compound archer V. Jyothi
Surekha due to differences
between the athlete and

her State unit, the Andhra
Pradesh Archery
Association.

After yet another disap-
pointing outing in the
Olympics, Deepika re-
deemed some pride by se-
curing a silver at the World
Cup Finals in Tlaxcala,
Mexico, in October and
would be keen to close the
year on a good note.

For Dhiraj, who along
with Ankita experienced a
so-near-yet-so-far moment
to finish fourth in the
mixed team event of the
Paris Olympics, the Nation-
al event marks the begin-
ning of his preparations for
the next Olympics.

“I take the positives out
of our performance in Pa-

ris. For me, the next Olym-
pics is not far away. I am
back to the basics.

“This is an important
tournament in my prepara-
tion phase as I am focusing
on improving the core
areas of my game,” said
Dhiraj.

The first target for the
archers, some of whom re-
cently competed in indoor
events abroad, will be to
get good rankings in order
to be eligible to participate
in the National Games in
Uttarakhand next month.

Then follows a calendar
studded with several inter-
national events, including
the World Championships,
World Games, Asian cham-
pionships and World Cups.
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Deepika, Dhiraj and Ankita top
the list at Nationals

A, eiver i sifrar Tda
dREERT 7 ofif w

The most notable absentee will be the
decorated compound archer Jyothi
Surekha due to differences between her
and the State unit

W Seaw-g Iquieafa gfaffsa #uss
dRerer safa gyar #r geft, FAfF 3%
3R T s F fw Aqe §

Top Archers of India to Compete in National Archery
Championships

WA & i dRee wsdT dRest dRE=fRT &
gfaeaet H%r

o Ahead of a busy 2025 calendar, top archers of
the country, including Deepika Kumari, Ankita Bhakat,
B. Dhiraj, Abhishek Verma, and Aditi Swami, will test
themselves in the year-ending National archery
championships starting at the Gopal Maidan, located in
the heart of the city, here on Monday.
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e The most notable absentee will be the decorated compound archer V. Jyothi Surekha

due to differences between the athlete and her State unit, the Andhra Pradesh
Archery Association.

weer fRerst wer s arer faRer o

o After yet another disappointing outing in the Olympics, Deepika redeemed some pride
by securing a silver at the World Cup Finals in Tlaxcala, Mexico, in October and
would be keen to close the year on a good note.

MefFw # ve AR PAUATSTF v & a, it o IragaR A TarFaHTen, AfFE!
A qed FI GlgeTed H & SIda S HcHATFAR JoA: Irod fohar AR a8 sq af
IS FAlc W FATT e & T sege B

o For Dhiraj, who along with Ankita experienced a so-near-yet-so-far moment to finish

fourth in the mixed team event of the Paris Olympics, the National event marks the
beginning of his preparations for the next Olympics.

e & v, Gegia 3ifFar & oy IR afew & BAFfT &7 sdeF gl A w
AT gl gaett 9 6T oft saelt g o1 3repera Tohar, e T 3mATSTeT 3oTeh 3aTel
T &l SRy S o3 gl

o ‘| take the positives out of our performance in Paris. For me, the next Olympics is not
far away. | am back to the basics. This is an important tournament in my preparation
phase as | am focusing on improving the core areas of my game,” said Dhiraj.

HINTF gAR Jedd ¥ FHRICAS a1 Aehrerar g1 A e, 37en siefiey gy =6l
g1 # IfFw o arow 31 I g1 g A AT T H Uk HAgedqul goAde § Fiih
#H 30 Wol & HET & A FUR W eI higd T T g, ¥Rt o e

e The first target for the archers, some of whom recently competed in indoor events

abroad, will be to get good rankings in order to be eligible to participate in the National
Games in Uttarakhand next month.

dRersil & T ggell &8, [Sad @ o g1 & & faeu & oSk gdew & gfaeaen
X T §, 37°0T IR Tod ST BT dTfeh J 30Tl HAEIe 3aNIEs 3 USE Well 7 7
JdT & AT @ Tl

e Then follows a calendar studded with several international events, including the World
Championships, World Games, Asian championships, and World Cups.

gHeh d1G Teh hols{ g, [T aH g HATSET ArAeral H gl g, Torert feg Afg=ifA,
eg @w, R ARFaRT, 31k e F9 afaa €1
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World Cup
kho kho, to be
held from
Jan13to 19, to
feature 41

teams
[pcs |

Sports Bureau
NEW DELHI

The inaugural World Cup
kho kho is scheduled to
feature 41 teams, includ-
ing 20 women’s teams,
from around the world.

England, Germany,
Holland, Poland, Kenya,
South Africa, Bangladesh,
Bhutan, Iran, Malaysia,
Nepal, Pakistan, South
Korea, Sri Lanka, Peru,
Australia and host India
are expected to field both
men and women teams in
the league cum knock-out
competition to be played
at the Indira Gandhi In-
door Stadium and the
Noida Indoor Stadium
from January 13 to 19.

Ghana, USA, Argentina
and Brazil will field only
men’s teams. Uganda, In-
donesia and New Zealand
will be fielding only the
women'’s teams.

“We will be hosting 615
players and 125 support
staff, apart from technical
officials,” said the presi-
dent of the Kho Kho Fed-
eration of India, Sudhan-
shu Mittal.

The teams have con-
firmed their travel plans
and are set to arrive on Ja-
nuary 10 and 11.

The host will take care
of the accommodation,
food and transport re-
quirements of teams and
officials. Volunteers are
also being trained to take
care of various logistics.
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World Cup kho kho, to be held from Jan 13 to
19, to feature 41 teams

faeg 9 @-@Y, 13 ¥ 19 a8 d& 3Afaa
fraT Smeem, e 41 & Hmer WielY

Inaugural World Cup Kho Kho Tournament

RfE favg &9 @-@r gAvie

e The inaugural World Cup Kho Kho is scheduled to feature 41 teams, including
20 women’s teams, from around the world.

IR @27 F7 @-@Y 7 41 F #7971 ol Tt @ 20 Afgenw O gl 3w I

gfaar s @ AMERT & 3Meh¥d Y|

¢ England, Germany, Holland, Poland, Kenya, South Africa, Bangladesh,
Bhutan, Iran, Malaysia, Nepal, Pakistan, South Korea, Sri Lanka, Peru,
Australia, and host India are expected to field both men and women teams in the
league cum knock-out competition to be played at the Indira Gandhi Indoor
Stadium and the Noida Indoor Stadium from January 13 to 19.

AR AAT & Y Mer-FA-ATRE3T FANPGr & e o3, S SfeRr aneft g2
FRIH 3 Aver 53K VREFIH 7 13 ¥ 19 F=1ad 0 Well Swa|

e Ghana, USA, Argentina, and Brazil will field only men’s teams.

AT, JUAT, IA SN, 3R ASiter shael 98 AT 1 AT H AN

e Uganda, Indonesia, and New Zealand will field only women’s teams.
JaTTsT, FARNAT, 3R 7qeiels Hao Afgar dAt A AT 7 A

o “We will be hosting 615 players and 125 support staff, apart from technical

officials,” said the president of the Kho Kho Federation of India, Sudhanshu
Mittal.

"gH 615 AT 31X 125 HeTa& TeT® i ASEET HidT, Uk 3TclTal deheitehl
FRAFNAT 1 o AR &3, ARG @-@T TG & egeT, FUR] Add o el

e The teams have confirmed their travel plans and are set to arrive on January 10
and 11.

aﬁﬁMWmﬁﬁgﬁﬁ%ﬁTalomllmﬁwq@ﬁ
F T OR gl

¢ The host will take care of the accommodation, food, and transport
requirements of teams and officials.

A AT 3R 3FFRAT & 3E, W1, 3R ATarRTd T cFarAqT HET|

e Volunteers are also being trained to take care of various logistics.
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Can we make black holes reveal
themselves in echoes of light?

When light passes around a black hole, its path bends. So some parts of the light take a direct route to the viewer while others pass around the black hole a few times before

getting back on the original path. In this way, light emitted by a distant source in the cosmos may reach the earth at different instances, creating light echoes

GS Paper lll: S&T
Qudsia Gani

hen it comes to making

sense of our universe, the

importance of black holes

is hard to understate.
Scientists know that a black hole exerts a
strong gravitational pull, so much so that
any object that gets closer to its centre
beyond a point can never get back out.
The effects of black holes on their
surroundings include the release of a
tremendous amount of energy. These
effects are crucial to determining the
structures of the galaxies they occupy and
how the stars around them evolved over
time.

A study published in the Astrophysical
Journal Letters on November 7 is notable
in this wider context. It was carried out by
astrophysicists from the Institute for
Advanced Study in Princeton, New Jersey,
and led by George Wong of the School of
Natural Sciences at Princeton University.
In their study, the researchers presented a
new method to measure the properties of
black holes by using the effects they have
on light flowing around them.

Signatures in the light

When light passes around a very heavy
object, like a black hole, its path bends.
As a result some parts of the light may
take a direct route to the viewer while
others may pass around the black hole a
few times before getting back on its
original path. In this way, light emitted by
a distant source in the cosmos may reach
the earth at different instances,
depending on its interactions with black
holes on the way. When two beams of
light emitted by the same source reach
the earth at different points, the beam to
arrive second will be an echo of the beam
that arrived first. This phenomenon is
thus called a light echo.

The manner and extent to which light
circles around a black hole depends on
the black hole’s mass and radius. If the
black hole is spinning (a.k.a., a Kerr black
hole), it will also depend on the object’s
angular momentum. Thus, according to
the study, scientists can use light echoes
as a new and independent way to the
masses and spins of black holes.

In general, the task of measuring a
black hole’s mass and spin is quite tedious
because all the matter, hot gases, and the
radiation swirling around the object
complicate observations and make signals
harder to extract from the noise. Light,
fortunately, is affected differently and
light echoes could offer a better
signal-to-noise ratio.

An object that bends light is called a

THE GIST

The effects black holes have
on their surroundings are
crucial to determining the
structures of the galaxies they
occupy and how the stars
around them evolved over
time

v

The mass and radius of a
black hole impact the manner
in which light behaves. The
study claims that light echoes
can be used as a new way to
determine the masses and
spins of black holes

v

Researchers collected images
of light travelling around the
M87 black hole. They
estimated the time light took
to travel from the near end to
its far end, which depends on
its mass and momentum.
From this data, the team
inferred echo delay

Aview of the M8T supermassive black hole in polarised light as captured by the Event Horizon Telescope and released in 2021. EHT COLLABORATION (CC BY 4.0)

lens. Black holes do this by the sheer
strength of their gravity; thus, the
phenomenon is called gravitational
lensing. Scientists theorised long ago that
gravitational lensing could create light
echoes, but they have not been directly
measured so far. To get around this issue,
the new study proposes the use of a
technique called long-baseline
interferometry. The principle here is that
the non-simultaneous arrival of two
signals — like two light beams — could
interfere with each other to create a new,
unique signal.

To spot light echoes created by a black
hole, one telescope could be placed on
the earth and the other in space. While
the number of instruments may seem
modest, they will have to operate with
supreme technical rigour.

The main motivation for the new study
was the fact that some of the
supermassive black holes in the centre of
the Milky Way and the nearby M87
galaxies have been found to have bright
rings of light at a frequency of 230 GHz
around them. The structure of these rings
is influenced by astrophysical forces and
the spacetime geometry of black holes,
and scientists have been keen to study
them in detail using very long baseline
interferometry techniques. One particular
aspiration is to trace the black hole’s

Albert Einstein’s general theory
of relativity also anticipated the
phenomenon of light echoes. In
particular the theory predicts the
echoes will be achromatic,
meaning light of all frequencies
should be able to form echoes

shadow on these rings to understand
spacetime around the black holes.

Independent of colour

The analysis in the new study essentially
focused on a black hole at the centre of
the M87 galaxy — an appealing object of
study for light echoes since it’s quite large
in the sky. But the results are also
applicable to other black holes. The
baseline in ‘long baseline interferometry’
refers to the distance between the two
telescopes that receive the light.
According to the study, it should be at
least 40 GA, where G is a unit of
measurement that refers to the
telescopes’ ability to collect signals at a
specific frequency.

The Princeton team also carried out
preliminary high-resolution simulations to
test the credibility of their technique. For
this, team members collected several
thousand instantaneous images of light

travelling around the M87 black hole,
located nearly 55 million lightyears away,
using the Event Horizon Telescope. Then
they estimated the time beams of light
took to travel from the near end of the
black hole to its far end, which, according
to their idea, would depend on the black
hole’s mass and angular momentum, after
adjusting for the angle at which the
telescope was viewing it. From this
simulated data, the team inferred the
echo delay.

Albert Einstein’s general theory of
relativity also anticipated the
phenomenon of light echoes. In
particular the theory predicts the echoes
will be achromatic, meaning light of all
frequencies should be able to form
echoes. (Since G is inversely
proportional to the frequency, building a
telescope to detect the echoes is a
separate headache.) Thus any approach
to detect light echoes at multiple
frequencies at the same time could
provide a good test of the new technique.
A positive result will also be yet another
confirmation that the general theory of
relativity provides an accurate description
of black holes.

(Qudsia Gani is an assistant professor in
the Department of Physics, Government
Degree College Pattan, Baramulla.
qudsiagani6@gmail.com)

Can we make black holes reveal themselves in echoes

of light?
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FIT §H soieh gl & Y1 1 gfaeafa & T&aF & gahe
A A GEIH a7 TFa 87

When light passes around a black hole, its path bends. So some parts
of the light take a direct route to the viewer while others pass around
the black hole a few times before getting back on the original path. In
this way, light emitted by a distant source in the cosmos may reach
the earth at different instances, creating light echoes

S YHTA s g F IRI 3T § IoRaT g, a SHHT ALT H{Z ST 2
SHIIT IHRT $ F& R a2 aF AT 7 § wgud § F9iE 3
H AR 9T q9H I § g sad g & IR AN F F& IR oA
1 39 e, FeAs A @ F WG F ScAfId THA -3 AT W
gedt d 9gd Wehell &, o aw yerer wfaeafaat der g @

Black Holes and Their Importance in Understanding the Universe

s aew 3 FEAlE F gHASS #H 39FT Acd

e Black holes exert a strong gravitational pull, so much so that any object that gets
closer to its center beyond a certain point can never get back out.

Wm@m@wm%w&,m%aﬁéﬁaﬁwméﬁas
ar U AT foig @ 3mer ol 8, 98 STe e 3 Fehdll|

e The effects of black holes on their surroundings include the release of a tremendous
amount of energy, which is crucial to determining the structures of the galaxies they
occupy and how the stars around them evolved.

sl §IeH T 3o7ch 3TH-ITH & JTATARUT W THIT IHcAfF FaAT & Neilel & & H gidr
g, 5 I8 UG & 7 Fgcaqo § & 3 O e 7 ua €, 3ahr wxa=e &
t 3R 3T AEIE F AR FAT & WY HA 3 gU ¢

e A study published in the Astrophysical Journal Letters on November 7 is notable in
this context.
7 A9R FI WS TFa Foie AeH H THRIT T HEAST 38 e A Agcal gl

e The study was carried out by astrophysicists from the Institute for Advanced Study
in Princeton, New Jersey, led by George Wong of the School of Natural Sciences at
Princeton University.
I8 3egae e, 7y s & sReeyge v vsares wedt & wrfhfafdeed qarr fvar
I o1, e 3rerars Riwes frafacamey & aqve aEdsr ¥ & Siter alr o 6|

e The researchers presented a new method to measure the properties of black holes by
using the effects they have on light flowing around them.
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AMEHATHT o Seler geq I J[UIT & AT T Teh AT Tl G a1 8, ST 3eTeh
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e Light passing around a very heavy object like a black hole bends, causing different
parts of the light to take different paths before returning to its original route.

ST Aerelt Toh Sg A aEG SN ST g S I A IR &, oA SHRT R g Sl
g, foaa el & faffesr RE 309 A ART W a9 A 8§ Tgel 3e@T-3e6T T8
YA B

e« When two beams of light emitted by the same source reach Earth at different times, the

beam that arrives second is an echo of the first. This phenomenon is called a light
echo.

SI9 U & Fid & Scafora ar Aeredt A Fo g2t o 3refer-3rerer qHY quﬂ‘cﬁ g,
ar St foRoT gEdl 9 UgT &, 9E Tgell 1 IS eI ¥l SH T Pl ATHE FH el

ST gl
e The manner and extent to which light circles around a black hole depends on its mass,
radius, and if it is spinning (i.e., a Kerr black hole), its angular momentum.

o @ ¥ 3R 50 @ g sode fla & art 3R el gaAd §, I8 38 gega T,
s, 3R Ife a8 ga71 @1 & (I, U AR sodw @) ot 38 Fiofir w3 X e

T B
e Scientists can use light echoes as a new and independent way to measure the masses
and spins of black holes.

AT ATFE TP 1 39N sl Fed & GedATT 3N gAay Y afa A Ao & faw
T o147 AR TadT T AT Tohd ol

e Measuring a black hole’s mass and spin is difficult due to the hot gases, matter, and
radiation swirling around the object, making it hard to extract clear signals.

Teh Seleh BloT o GedAT 3R gHA Y a1fT &l AT HiSeT &, Fifeh g8k HHIF ITH
I, gerd 3R AT g7 @ g1d €, [Sad | dehdd Ired @ JiRee g ST g

e Light echoes could offer a better signal-to-noise ratio as light is affected differently.
AT S Teh Sgo [AeaTel-g-AIgel HeJUTd Jaled X Hehdl § Faifeh AT T Forra
3TEET giem &

e Gravitational lensing occurs when an object bends light with its gravity, creating a light
echo. This has been theorized but never directly measured.

ST HIS TET TAT TEcAHIOT AfFT A A & A &, A oearror AT g,
a8 aEe 3H 3cUea glar & 39 TAgyid # Iarar 3T g, dfhed 39 I 39 @Y

AT LT =T
e The new study proposes using long-baseline interferometry to measure the effects of
light echoes.

AT 3TETTT AT I-AHATST SEIHUACET T 3TANT Fh ATSC SHIT & Feal Y AT

FT YEATT FAT &l

e Long-baseline interferometry involves the non-simultaneous arrival of two signals, like
two light beams, which can interfere to create a unique signal.
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Detecting Light Echoes from Black Holes

soe glewW ¥ AIST TR &1 IdT AT
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To spot light echoes created by a black hole, one telescope could be placed on Earth
and the other in space. The number of instruments might seem modest, but they will
need to operate with supreme technical rigor.

sol® BT G@RT 3cUoet ATSE FHI T Tl ol & foIw, Uer gualler gl WX 3R qad
3ARET # TG ST Hehell g1 SUSON T HEIT AT o1 Hebell &, Afehel 376 IcFse
dhellehl TS T FHIH HAT G|

The main motivation for the new study was the discovery that some supermassive
black holes in the center of the Milky Way and the nearby M87 galaxies have bright
rings of light at a frequency of 230 GHz around them.

AT AT T HET 3¢ TE AT foh o guAfde sdw geq ot fedhr 9 31k o
T M87 At & S H TUd §, 3e7h URT 3 230 GHz 3G W T&ehiel Veret A
I TS T §

The structure of these rings is influenced by astrophysical forces and the spacetime

geometry of black holes. Scientists are keen to study these rings in detail using very
long baseline interferometry techniques.

geT 3{IfSAT T AT TEIB AT Fal 3R sols glod & FIHSBH AL arT
o gYch &1 AT g7 sffoat 1 aga et AT SRS TN H
39T deh faEgd AT A F AT 3o g ¢l

One goal is to trace the black hole's shadow on these rings to understand the
spacetime around the black holes.

Teh 36620 IE © o ST ST W seleh glel ol SIAT S YT oEI seleh gled &
IART 3R & TAHESBH S FHST T|

The analysis focused on a black hole at the center of the M87 galaxy, which is a large
object in the sky, making it ideal for studying light echoes. The results are applicable to
other black holes as well.

faeoivur & M87 At & Fg F UT U seld 81 W &AT higa foam, iy 3meprer &
T 31 IE] ¢, [T08 Ig ATBE $P T LIS ol & AT 3mae) o e B
ARUTA 31T sols gled W & o] g &

The baseline in long baseline interferometry refers to the distance between the two
telescopes receiving the light.

AT - AHATST FTTHUAL H JATSA & AT 37 T gqaladl & o i gt & § o
AT IIeT IR @ gl

According to the study, the baseline should be at least 40 GA, where GA is a unit of
measurement for the telescopes' ability to collect signals at a specific frequency.




PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Contact Number: 9971932488

AT & IJHR, SHASA HH A HH 40 GA gl IRV, ST61 GA Teh AT &I 1S §
St gTalt & fafdse gl o Hahd 9red A Y &THAT @l HefAd e Bl

e The Princeton team carried out preliminary high-resolution simulations to test the
credibility of their technique.

e A & 3r9el Tohelier & faRadeiaar was & fau yRide sea-Reategest
Rsgerer=w fhu|

e The team collected several thousand instantaneous images of light traveling around the
M87 black hole, located nearly 55 million light-years away, using the Event Horizon
Telescope.

MQWWWWWWW?WW%WWWW?
Vel & S goIR dlcarlioleh Sfaal Teha 1, ST orarerer 55 fAferaer yamer-ad oy ffua
gl

e They estimated the time light beams took to travel from the near end of the black hole to
its far end, which depends on the black hole's mass and angular momentum, after
adjusting for the angle at which the telescope was viewing it.

3egiel TATT fohar foh AR & ol @l soleh glel & ehedd Y & 38 Iad
@?qu’uﬁ # foraeT HET F9TdT £, S soleh 8ol & gegAT 3R :T FaoT W
fASR o &, 91 & 38 FOT H ARSI T F a6 o W I&T 38 5@ @Y
|

e From this simulated data, the team inferred the echo delay.
58 @S SaT 4, &7 A g B o1 A Aehrer|
e Albert Einstein's general theory of relativity also anticipated the phenomenon of light

echoes, predicting that they would be achromatic, meaning light of all frequencies
could form echoes.

Feae AFEENT FT VAT FaaTar Rguia o 7 d1$e gHw 1 g S wfasgamf
ﬁﬁ,waﬁﬂﬁamy%amﬁﬁ,maﬁmﬁﬁaﬁmﬁw
eI Fehahl &l

e Since GA is inversely proportional to the frequency, building a telescope to detect the
echoes is a separate challenge.

Hfeh GA 3MgfT & Al 3UTel &, SHAT gl &I Il M & fAT v gueller
AT Ueh 3ol Yailcll g

e An approach to detect light echoes at multiple frequencies simultaneously could
provide a good test of the new technique.

Teh UHT ETCCHIUT ST ATSE FHI T Tl oFllel o AT &S 3Mgiadl W Teh H1Y A
HLAT B, AT dhoileh I TS TIETT YTl X HohdT ¢l

e A positive result will further confirm that the general theory of relativity provides an
accurate description of black holes.

Ueh HhRIcHS IRUTH AT WreTdn Rguia 1 Ig ite F0T 6 78 sdF ged
T faaor e AT gl

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS




PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Contact Number: 9971932488

www.patrioticias.in

Mirror life: a deadly geometry

|GS Paper Ili: S&T |

In a mirror, left and right
become swapped. While you
unscrew a bottle cap
anti-clockwise in the real
world, in the mirror you’ll be
rotating it clockwise.

Anything that has a
handedness — left or right —
is said to be chiral.

Chiral molecules that are
mirror images of each other
are called enantiomers. A
good example is the
compound thalidomide. It
was sold as a sedative for
four years in the late 1950s
before being withdrawn.

Scientists found that the
right-handed enantiomer
worked as a sedative, but the
left-handed one caused
severe birth defects.

In the human body itself,
the amino acids used to
make proteins are all
left-handed whereas the DNA
is right-handed (the
double-helix twists to the
right). The reasons are a
mystery.

Scientists have been
making and studying
enantiomers in the lab for a
long time, but recently a few
of them have started on the
road to creating “microbes’
— synthetic bacteria whose
building blocks are
enantiomers of their natural
counterparts.
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Mirror life: a deadly
geometry

gUor g TF g
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Chirality and Enantiomers

FAA 3R TaAdEAEd

This illustration shows a DNA molecule twisting to the left.
In our bodies, DNA twists to the right, and left-twisting DNA
is absent. GETTY IMAGES

In a mirror, left and right become swapped.
For example, while you unscrew a bottle cap
anti-clockwise in the real world, in the mirror, it
will appear as though you are rotating it
clockwise.
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Anything that has handedness — left or
right — is said to be chiral.
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Chiral molecules that are mirror images of
each other are called enantiomers. A good example is the compound thalidomide.
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Thalidomide was sold as a sedative for four years in the late 1950s before being
withdrawn.
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Scientists found that the right-handed enantiomer worked as a sedative, but the left-
handed enantiomer caused severe birth defects.
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In the human body, amino acids used to make proteins are all left-handed, whereas
DNA is right-handed (the double-helix twists to the right).
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Earlier this month, an international group of
scientists, including Deepa Agashe of the
National Centre for Biological Sciences,
Bengaluru, published a 300-page technical
report and a commentary in the journal Science
warning against efforts to build mirror life.

“Our analysis suggests that mirror bacteria
would likely evade many immune mechanisms
mediated by chiral molecules, potentially
causing lethal infection in humans, animals, and
plants,” the commentary read.

- The Hindu Bureau

2N

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in

with the subject ‘Daily page’




PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Contact Number: 9971932488

e The reasons for these preferences remain a mystery.
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e Scientists have been making and studying enantiomers in the lab for a long time, but

recently some have started working on creating microbes — synthetic bacteria whose
building blocks are enantiomers of their natural counterparts.
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e Earlier this month, an international group of scientists, including Deepa Agashe from the
National Centre for Biological Sciences, Bengaluru, published a 300-page technical

report and a commentary in the journal Science, warning against efforts to build mirror
life.
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e The commentary warned that mirror bacteria would likely evade many immune
mechanisms mediated by chiral molecules, potentially causing lethal infections in
humans, animals, and plants.
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