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Review of GST on life and
health insurance deferred

Council raises taxes on used cars, exempts gene therapy and long-range surface-to-air missiles,

and proposes setting up a ministerial group to examine tax levies imposed by disaster-hit States

S Paper II: GST and
ST Council

NEW DELHI

he much-anticipat-
T ed review of the
Goods and Services

Tax (GST) levies on life and
health insurance premi-
ums was put off by the GST
Council, the apex body in
charge of the indirect tax
regime, at its 55th meeting
on Saturday, as some mem-
bers sought more discus-
sions on the matter before
taking a final call.

A Group of Ministers un-
der Bihar Deputy Chief Mi-
nister Samrat Chaudhary is
now expected to meet
afresh to deliberate on the
insurance levies once more
before coming back to the
Council with its recom-
mendations.  Moreover,
suggestions on rate ration-
alisation pertaining to
about 150 items, including
a price-based differential
levy for garments, and 5%
levies for packaged drink-
ing water, and bicycles
priced under 10,000,
were also put off till the

Address
Email Id :

Playing safe

At the GST Council’s 55th meeting, members agreed to some changes in the indirect tax regime,

SETTLED
Popcorn
taxation -
Savoury to
attract 5% or 12%

while deferring a decision on many broader issues

to be reduced from
18% to 5%

Levy on
fortified
rice kernels

b, Review of the
[=| GST levied on
health and life

D-day: Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman
chairs GST
Council meeting
in Jaisalmer,
Rajasthan.

Plan to tax

Floor Space

Index (FSI)
charges for real
estate firms

GST, 18% levy on
sweetened varieties

7R Gift vouchers
are not taxable

(&)

pr

Taxon

Rate Rationalisation -

used cars, @ Future of GoM proposals made

including =2 Compensation  for rate changes on
electric ones, raised Cess levies about 150 items not
from 12% to 18% after March 2026 sunset  taken up

Council’s next meeting.
The Council, chaired by
Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman,
which met in Jaisalmer, al-
so decided to grant more
time to a ministerial group
tasked with suggesting a
road map for dealing with
the GST Compensation

Cess levies on several items
that are scheduled for a
March 2026 sunset.

The Council did agree
on some rate changes, in-
cluding exempting gene
therapy and long-range
surface-to-air missiles
(LRSAMs) from the tax,
raising the levies on used

car sales, including electric
vehicles, to 18% from 12%.

Separately, a ministerial
group would be set up to
examine tax levies by
States hit by natural disas-
ters.
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TRyg & e R 9T FT Fer R 7, s At sk ol gff #r aaw @
g4 7 AR FA arell RSl F g & ¥, 9T 3ver yanfde st
GART S9MT T F A T F v v ARTT wg afsa ww& &1
YEad & §

GST Review on Life and Health Insurance Premiums

Sheadr gt e 3k e v dffTa w

e Thereview of GST levies on life and health insurance premiums was postponed by
the GST Council at its 55th meeting.

SNead) FEfad o saer 3 Fareeg fiar AfFga ov Hheadr st hr gaeT 39
554t do@ & Tufa Hv e

e Some members sought further discussions before taking a final call on the matter.
T G o 38 AFS W A Ao ot & gge sifts ==t fr Aver A

e A Group of Ministers under Bihar Deputy Chief Minister Samrat Chaudhary will
meet again to deliberate on insurance levies.

feR & sugEgsN wae Sedi & Aqgca A ve ARAT FT FEg T § do wET arfh
AT HU W AR fhar o @)

e The Group of Ministers will return to the GST Council with its recommendations.
A3t & wHg e RemRet & @ Sivwd Sl 7 avd e

e Suggestions on rate rationalisation for about 150 items, including garments,
packaged drinking water, and bicycles priced under 10,000, were also postponed
till the Council’s next meeting.

e #1 3fraar w150 g3 & v gema, oraed aRure, 3% daerd, 31k 210,000 &
HH HAT grell FsfFa A §, F FEAA Hr 30T Jow de Tyfa FT fear )

e The GST Council, chaired by Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, met in
Jaisalmer.

S faw # fosrer daREoT A egerar 7 sheadt FEfAe ff doh e & 3l
e The Council decided to grant more time to a ministerial group tasked with suggesting a

road map for dealing with GST Compensation Cess levies on several items that are
scheduled for a March 2026 sunset.

F3MA o T HA wE A AR F qAT & 1 Ao forr § oraer e
SNTHE AITEAT 3TFT FU W AT 2026 Teh FATCT glol dlell a3t & fav Az A

I &
e Some rate changes were agreed, including exempting gene therapy and long-range
surface-to-air missiles (LRSAMs) from tax.

$O e A G FgAT & dgd T 1T, 5w e Nl 3R dfer-¥sr aae @ ag
fAwTgel (LRSAMS) I &0 ¥ T ST AT &
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e Used car sales, including electric vehicles, will now be taxed at 18%, up from the
previous 12%.

3qaRl FRE A [, ST gafeed arger ot aifAer & 39 18% X & o fomam
STV, STafeh qgel g 12% ATl

e A separate ministerial group will be set up to examine tax levies by States hit by
natural disasters.

Teh 37cr9T HA WHF HT oA T STam arfeh grpfas smaerat & yenfaa w3t ganr
SEIT 3T A T ST I ST Fehl

Govt. amends rule to restrict
access to polling footage

|GS Paper Ii: Elelctions |

Sreeparna Chakraba
NEW DELHI

The Centre has amended
the Conduct of Election
Rules to restrict public ac-
cess to a section of poll
documents. This was
brought into  effect
through a notification is-
sued by the Ministry of
Law and Justice on Friday
following a recommenda-
tion by the Election Com-
mission.

Rule 93(2)(a) of the 1961
Conduct of Election Rules
had earlier stated that “all
other papers relating to
the election shall be open
to public inspection”.

After the amendment, it
reads, “all other papers as
specified in these rules re-
lating to the election shall
be open to public inspec-
tion”.

While officials said the
rule has been amended to
prevent misuse of CCTV
footage of polling stations,
RTI activists have termed it
a setback to transparency.

The move follows a re-
cent direction to the EC by
the Punjab and Haryana
High Court to share all
documents related to Ha-
ryana Assembly polls, in-
cluding treating CCTV

New changes

The Centre has amended Conduct of Election Rules to restrict
public access to a section of poll documents

u The Election Commission
says the rule mentions
election papers and does
not specifically refer to
electronic records. In order
to remove this ambiguity,
the rule has been amend-
ed to safeguard misuse of
CCTV footage from inside
the polling stations

footage also as permissible
under Rule 93(2), to a peti-
tioner named Mahmoud
Pracha.

According to a senior
EC official, “The rule men-
tioned election papers.
The election papers and
documents do not specifi-
cally refer to electronic re-
cords. In order to remove
this ambiguity and consi-
dering the serious issue of
violation of secrecy of vote
and potential misuse of
CCTYV footage of inside of
the polling station using
artificial intelligence by a
single person, the rule has
been amended.”

He said, “Sharing of
CCTV footage may have se-
rious repercussions, espe-
cially in sensitive regions
like Jammu and Kashmir,

m The move comes
after a recent

by the Punjab and
Haryana High Court
to share all docu-
ments related to
Haryana Assembly
Elections, including
CCTV footage

naxal-affected  regions,
etc., where secrecy is im-
portant. Lives of voters
may also be at risk. All
election papers and docu-
ments are otherwise avail-
able for public inspection.”

“Candidates in any case
have access to all docu-
ments, papers and re-
cords. Even Mr. Pracha
was entitled for all the doc-
uments and records from
his Constituency when he
contested as a candidate in
Lok Sabha Elections
2024,” the official said, ad-
ding that nothing has been
amended in the rules in
this regard.
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Govt. amends rule to
restrict access to
polling footage

AIHR d AdGE et
a% 9gd I yfastad
A & fav e &
FeeeT R

Amendment to the Conduct of
Election Rules

faer 3R d@ftar Faat F e

e The Centre has amended the
Conduct of Election Rules to restrict
public access to a section of poll
documents.

$g o e 3R w@fgar [t &
qeere foham &, difeh gofla e&ardsit &
U for T AT HT qgT Y
EIGEICGREE IR RED

e This amendment was brought into
effect through a notification issued by
the Ministry of Law and Justice on
Friday, following a recommendation by
the Election Commission.
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I WA Flefet 3 7T FHAT GINT YFAR H1 S ARG & ACTH § 19

R arar, St e 3maer fr [wrfiver ov menia am)

¢ Rule 93(2)(a) of the 1961 Conduct of Election Rules had previously stated that “all
other papers relating to the election shall be open to public inspection.”

1961 & foraTaer AR w@fear fwst & g 93(2)(a) # weel TE Fer AT AT ok g
¥ waftra @l 3o FereTa ST B ST F o ga gy

o After the amendment, it now reads, “all other papers as specified in these rules
relating to the election shall be open to public inspection.”

MU & a1, T Ig Fgl S ¢, ‘58 frgat & fafdse wsft s wwrona s gama
¥ wafta § erar # s F Qe gor dA

¢ Officials mentioned the rule was amended to prevent misuse of CCTV footage from
polling stations.

AR A S & s w1 gare Fa F DRSS FT & gruder H Ak &
foT gafa fear am=r g

e RTI activists have termed this amendment as a setback to transparency.
I SR (RTI) FREFAIBN 1 6 FMUT I IR&FAAT & fOw e gdrr gl

e The amendment follows a recent direction by the Punjab and Haryana High Court to

the Election Commission to share all documents related to the Haryana Assembly
polls, including CCTV footage.

g FeereT yore R g 3TT FAETery AT AaEs e & 95 U gifen
feear & are forar ara, forgd RO fatewen gara & defta gl aearde, foee
ArTErdT et off enffer T, |rs e @ 3eer fear I A

e The court had directed the Election Commission to treat CCTV footage as permissible
under Rule 93(2) for a petitioner named Mahmoud Pracha.

RTer & fo¥aTeet T &1 @A 93(2) & dgd e et &l Feighd Al &1
foder fam o, S v Afeeal AgAg oot & forw ol

e According to a senior Election Commission official, the rule now removes ambiguity
around electronic records.

Teh RS faaTaer T SR & ITER, 39 IF 9H saaciins Rega & an #
3EqSCAT H T T B

e The amendment is made to address issues like the violation of secrecy of vote and
potential misuse of CCTV footage using artificial intelligence.

SH AU & 38T AdGIT $T MU & Ioaws IR FRAF ggftwmar w1 sugmr
heh WA BT o U Sl FHEATIN I FEITT LT g

e The official emphasized that sharing of CCTV footage could have serious repercussions,
especially in sensitive regions like Jammu and Kashmir, and naxal-affected regions.

e & SR e & @i goa aem wer @ R 9o g @ €, fadvew
Fagaelier arat ofg 5o AR FweAR, 3N AFwe wanfaa e
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e The official also stated that lives of voters may be at risk if such footage is shared.
AT 7 TE o Fer T I 5@ Re &1 BT A fhar Ser § A Aderanst
S SIfEH & g Tk &l

e All election papers and documents are otherwise available for public inspection.
35T, Hel GATd gEardsr AR FEEATA STofdl H1 S & fav sqerser g

e Candidates have access to all documents, papers, and records related to the
elections.

mﬁaﬁaﬁwﬁmﬁamﬂmﬁa,msﬁtﬁﬁéwq@mﬁ%l

e Even Mahmoud Pracha was entitled to access all documents and records from his
Constituency when he contested in the Lok Sabha Elections 2024.

Igl deh o HEHg WreaT &l 8 STd Segicl hqsT Toltg 2024 F 9l fAaieer & 4
AT ofsT, I T xSt AR Repigq o qga 1 AHR 27|

e The official clarified that nothing has been amended in the rules regarding the access
to these documents.

HOPRY o TS AT o §oT qecrasl a9 & gy # At & Fo ot wafRa

e fhar AT g

25% of India’s total area under green cover: report

GS Paper lll:
THEnvironment

CHENNAI

India’s forest and tree cov-
er has reached a quarter of
the country’s total geo-
graphical area, according
to the India State of Forest
Report (ISFR) 2023, re-
leased by the Government
of India on Saturday.

The increase of 25.17%
breaks down to 21.76% of
forest cover (7.15 lakh sq.
km) and 3.41% of tree cover
(1,289 sq. km).

The Forest Survey of In-
dia (FSI) defines “forest
cover” as land with tree ca-
nopy density exceeding
10% and covering at least

one hectare. Thus “forest”
in ISFR includes
plantations.

The FSI counts trees
outside forests towards the
‘tree cover’ if they occupy
less than one hectare and if
they also lie outside re-
serve forest areas. FSI Di-
rector-General Anoop
Singh said bamboo cover is
also included in the tree
cover.

Union Environment Mi-
nister Bhupender Yadav
singled out the report’s
finding that India has aug-
mented its carbon sink by
2.29 billion tonnes over
2005 levels.

India’s Nationally Deter-

Sea of green: The India State of Forest Report 2023 was released by
the Government of India on Saturday. M. SATHYAMOORTHY

mined Contributions to-
wards the Paris Agree-
ment’s targets require it to
create an additional car-

bon sink of at least 2.5 bil-
lion tonnes by 2030.

The FSI's inclusion of
plantations in “forests” has

been controversial, howev-
er, as they lack the dead-
wood and underground bio-
mass development that also
sequester carbon.

The FSI has been assess-
ing forest cover since 1987
and tree cover since 2001.
The current report estimat-
ed green cover using data
from the Resourcesat series
of satellites operated by the
Indian Space Research
Organisation.

Since 2021, Madhya Pra-
desh has had the largest
area under forest and tree
cover (85,724 sq. km).

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 6

25% of India’s total area under green cover: report

T FT Tl &P FT 25% FEar gRa &7 F aaia:

Rare
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India’s Forest and Tree Cover: ISFR 2023 Report
HRT T a7 AR g&T 3mesTee: ISFR 2023 Rk

According to the India State of Forest Report (ISFR) 2023, released by the
Government of India on Saturday, India’s forest and tree cover has reached a quarter
of the country’s total geographical area.

HRT TIFR a1 AfATR &l SR 3R T a1 R (ISFR) 2023 & 38R, R T
del 3R g7 3Meoies ol & For sflanfos & @ G g I g

The total increase in forest and tree cover is 25.17%, which breaks down into 21.76% of
forest cover (covering 7.15 lakh sqg. km) and 3.41% of tree cover (covering 1,289 sq.
km).

%ol de1 AR a7 JHTeoTes # 25.17% A & g5 ¢, fSad o Arestes #1 21.76%
(31 7.15 ar@ et Ay 7 o §) 3R gaT ImeSTET FT 3.41% (i1 1,289 F9r A A
therr &) anfAe B

The Forest Survey of India (FSI) defines forest cover as land with tree canopy
density exceeding 10% and covering at least one hectare.

g FARTOT HRA (FSI) & AR T HeBIG 1 38 A & &7 A gReNa foar
¢ Sfel gall Y o719 ueled 10% ¥ HWF G 3N w7 ¥ F7 wF gFeaw ey # tell @l
According to the FSI, plantations are also included in the forest category.

FSI & 37@R, anTart &1 8t ge1 Jof 7 enfAer fohar o g

The FSI counts trees outside forests towards the ‘tree cover’ if they occupy less than
one hectare and are outside reserve forest areas.

FSI 3T gail T ‘J&T restaer # FAdr § S v gaeay @ FH &7 7 o gl & 3R
TG g 8= F 8T 8 &

According to FSI Director-General Anoop Singh, bamboo cover is also included in
the tree cover.

FS| wgfaders 319 g & 367ER, 919 AreoTe #I 8 ga7 esiea & A fhar
ST Bl

Union Environment Minister Bhupender Yadav highlighted that the report shows
India has augmented its carbon sink by 2.29 billion tonnes over 2005 levels.

mmﬁﬂ‘ﬁamﬁwaﬁrﬁ@mﬁ?ﬁqﬁﬁwaﬁmw%ﬁ?
HRA &1 2005 T & HFMEA 2.29 3T TA 391 Flaer {F F gefer & gl

India’s Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) under the Paris Agreement
target the creation of an additional carbon sink of at least 2.5 billion tonnes by 2030.

R &1 4Ry FaASla & ded TS 0 @ AuRa Teres (NDCs) &1 @18 § 6

2030 doh &H T FH 2.5 IRT o AT ATaARFd FIeed ¥ J=T FAT|

The inclusion of plantations in the “forest” category by FSI has been controversial, as
plantations lack the deadwood and underground biomass that also help in carbon
sequestration.
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FSI GaRT aRrarell &t “ae” o7 F AT T R fadrg 36 &, Fif aworanh 7@ ge
&3 3R fAera SHfaw gqred i Fr g 8, S e FURT A o A A §

e The FSI has been assessing forest cover since 1987 and tree cover since 2001.

FSI g7 HTEBIET T 3Toholel 1987 & 3R JaT HTeSIGA I 3HTeholel 2001 & T TET Bl

e The current report estimated the green cover using data from the Resourcesat
satellites operated by the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO).

g RAE 7 e resres w1 3A $f3ae va Red siffemgerers (ISRO) gart
Harferd RAEWEAT 3Tl & 3T T 39T b fohar = gl

e Since 2021, Madhya Pradesh has had the largest area under forest and tree cover at
85,724 sqg. km.

2021 |, HEY T T a1 IR F&T HTeBIeeT 1 TaW o371 &7 ¢, 51 85,724 o fafr &

el Bl

Bihar is turning a new page with ‘Didi Ki Libraries’ for children living in rural areas

SPOTLIGHT

Amit Bhelari

Harsh Kumar, 22, is study-
ing for a BTech degree in
Gaya College, one of Bihar’s
premier institutions. A resi-
dent of Amhara village, on
the outskirts of Patna, the
State capital, nearly 45 km
from the city centre, Ku-
mar’s father is a small farm-
er, and the family struggles
to eke out a living.

After he graduated from
the government-run Amha-
ra High School, he wanted
to work towards a degree in
engineering, but there
were hardly any books
available to crack the Bihar
Combined Entrance Com-

for children to study and
for the youth to meet and
exchange ideas.

Patna district has four
such libraries in Bihta,
Khusrupur, Fatuha, and
Bakhtiyarpur, all rural
areas. Across the State, ‘Di-
di Ki Libraries’ have a
6,000-strong sitting capaci-
ty while the total enrolment
is 1.1 lakh, of which 63% are
girls. There is a daily foot-
fall of 60-70 learners, as per
Bihar Rural Livelihoods
Promotion Society (JEEVi-
KA), an initiative under the
State government’s Rural
Development Department.

The World Bank-sup-
ported JEEVIKA runs the
‘Didi Ki Libraries’, with
each headed by Vidya Di-
dis, a dedicated cadre of

petitive E 1 for ad-
mission to various profes-
sional courses. “I simply
couldn’t afford the books. If
it wasn't for the ‘Didi Ki Li-
brary’, I would not be pur-
suing this course,” he says.
Started last year by the
Bihar government, Com-
munity Library and Career
Development Centres
(CLCDC), across 100 blocks
in the State, are known as
‘Didi Ki Libraries’ (roughly
translating to a library run
by an older sister). The
free-of-cost libraries, in 32
out of 38 districts, are a
boon for children who
come from families that
cannot afford books. The li-
brary offers free Internet
services and a quiet space

c ity workers. The
Education Department
supports the initiative by
providing books.

A village gladdened
Rinku Kumari, 21, graduat-
ed this year with a degree in
History from Mahant Mad-
husudan College in Patna.
She spends five to six hours
in the library every day. “I
want to clear the UPSC (Un-
ion Public Service Commis-
sion) exam, and I cannot af-
ford the tuition fee for a
coaching institute.”
Coaching institutes can
cost anywhere from 35,000
amonth. The average farm-
er’sincome in 2021-22 in Bi-
har was 39,252 against the
national average of 13,661,

as per the National Bank for
Agriculture and  Rural
Development.

In Amhara village, she
finds books that will help
her through the entrance
exam that at least 10 lakh
people from across India
write each year, for just a
little over 1,000 posts. She
admits that the books are li-
mited, but says, “With the
Wi-Fi I am able to down-
load free books online.”

The library in the village
is painted yellow and has
Mahatma Gandhi’s message
of avoiding the seven sins in
Hindi. It has three rooms

with a seating capacity of
60 at a time and more than
1,200 books on the shelves.
Within the rooms are pic-
tures of former president
A.PJ. Abdul Kalam and
freedom fighter Subhas
Chandra Bose, as well as
maps of India and the
world, a window to possi-
bility. Like most other li-
braries, it has cubicles, stu-
dents’ chairs with desk
extensions, ceiling fans,
power back-up, a water fil-
ter, CCTV cameras, and
LED screen. They also get
two newspapers and maga-
zines each.

e S
New chapter: Children studying at a ‘Didi Ki Library’ as Archana Kumari, a Vidya Didi, keeps an eye on
them at Amhara village in Patna district of Bihar. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

Archana Kumari, the Vi-
dya Didi of Amhara library,
says, “The moment a form
for a competitive exam is
published, I inform the chil-
dren and then help them to
fill them up. We provide
printouts as well, so they do
not need to go to the city
for any work related to fill-
ing forms.”

She adds that when the
library was opened in Fe-
bruary 2023, it had 30 chil-
dren. Now, Amhara has
1,765 registered children.

The library is operation-
al eight hours a day, from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. on weekdays;

and during exams, on Sun-
days as well. It has both fic-
tion and non-fiction books,
with textbooks from Class-
es 81012 of the Bihar Board
along with sample answer
papers. Children can get
books issued, though the
preference is for them to
read on the site.

Some of the most popu-
lar books are those that
help students learn En-
glish, including Word Pow-
er Made Easy by Norman
Lewis and the Oxford Ad-
vanced Learner’s Diction-
ary. Books like Animal
Farm, the political satire by
George Orwell, are also
popular.

In Hindi, Hamara Sam-
vidhan by Subhash Kash-
yap and Bharat Ka Swatan-
trata Sangharsh by a
cluster of authors are well
thumbed through. It also
has books to prepare for
competitive exams for the
Railways, banking, and Na-
tional  Eligibility-cum-En-
trance Test, among others.

A library in a village in
Bihar is often a distant
dream. The State saw a
20.46% dropout rate at the
secondary level, the high-
est in India, in 2021-22. The
national average was 12.6%.

According to Archana,
many students who fre-
quently visit the library
have gained admission in
Bihar’s top institutes like
the Development Manage-
ment Institute. Many have
graduated with BEd de-

grees that will make them
eligible for teachers’ jobs.
These libraries are
emerging as a local support
system for increasing the
participation of rural chil-
dren and marginalised lear-
ners in higher education.
There are 1,408 regis-
tered children at Makh-
dumpur panchayat in Jeha-
nabad district of Bihar. The
library functions on the
first floor of the Panchayat
Bhavan in Kohra village.

Room to read

Pawan Kumar, 21, a student
of Surendra Prasad Yadav
College, Gaya, pursuing a
BSc degree, says, “We have
a joint family of 10 mem-
bers and it is difficult to stu-
dy at home. So, I began
coming here four months
ago. Now, I am a regular.
There is no unnecessary
chit-chat and the conversa-
tions are around studies.
The first time I heard the
word library was when this
space opened.”

The Social Development
Manager of Jehanabad dis-
trict, Faizan Tanveer, says
the main objective of such a
centre is to develop and
promote library culture in
rural areas and reading
among the underprivileged
students. The centre also
aims at addressing issues
such as child marriage,
child labour, and gender-
based discrimination by
empowering adolescents,
especially girls.

“We have a collaboration
with National Institute of
Open Schooling and Indira
Gandhi National Open Un-
iversity for distance educa-
tion. So, we offer admission
support for students as
well,” says Shabnam Raza,
the Vidya Didi of the library
in Kohra.

Big picture

IAS officer and Chief Execu-
tive Officer-cum-State Mis-
sion Director of JEEVIKA,
Himanshu Sharma, says,
“Education is a proven tool
to break generational po-
verty. CLCDCs aim to
bridge the gap between dis-
advantaged rural youth and
their urban peers.”

CLCDCs have achieved a
few milestones as well. Ov-
er 2,500 children applied
for technical, professional,
and vocational courses
with career counselling
support, and 110 have se-
cured admission, including
two girls in Miranda House
and one in Daulat Ram Col-
lege, both under Delhi
University.

Six students gained ad-
mission in the postgraduate
programme in a develop-
ment management MBA
course with scholarships
worth ¥32 lakh. This year,
62 of those visiting these Ii-
braries have been selected
as Bihar Public Service
Commission teachers.

LINKTO FULL STORY
» https://bit.ly/3P7Irgp

Bihar is turning a new page with ‘Didi Ki Libraries’ for
children living in rural areas
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fagR amsfior &= A R arer s=Ar F faw i A
aEadl & | UF 7AT 5 @il @I 8

‘Didi Ki Libraries’ Support Bihar’s Youth
A A aAFar MER F Fani &1 g 7 @

Harsh Kumar, 22, is studying for a BTech degree at Gaya College, one of Bihar’s
premier institutions.

gY FAR, 22, 7T Fietsr A dXF Baft & v sregger o @ € S fER & @
HEAAT H H TF g

He hails from Amhara village, on the outskirts of Patna, around 45 km from the city
centre.

IE TEAT & JTELT S IHERT T I &, ST ATT & g T F9mereT 45 At ¥ &
His father is a small farmer, and the family struggles to make ends meet.
3 fUar ve o frae g, 3R aREr TeR & fau duy & g

After graduating from the government-run Amhara High School, Harsh wanted to
pursue an engineering degree but found it difficult to afford the books for the Bihar
Combined Entrance Competitive Examination.

TERT HAERT 81§ THl A FAeh gl & d1G, §Y o Solfargar 331 giider e
e TG, Afehet gR agFa yaer gfaahf qfiam & fAv feae @licar a6 fov
AR |

He credits ‘Didi Ki Library’ for enabling him to pursue his course.

dg 3791 PIA FI 3T Feld H T&TH ol & fov ‘T & amgaly & 47 ¢ gl

The Bihar government started the Community Library and Career Development
Centres (CLCDC), across 100 blocks in the state, known as ‘Didi Ki Libraries’.

RER @R ToF F 100 satet 7 FFAE amad A FRER e ded
(CLCDC) & 31T 1, foieg ‘Qer it argady et Sirar g

These libraries offer free books, Internet services, and a quiet study space for children
from families who cannot afford books.

T argsill fovgrew fFaTe, §eaie Qa1T, AR 37 sedi & AU Toh Al 31eaT= T
gl adl ¢ ol IRaRT & 9 fohdie @liee &1 @d gl gidrl

Patna district has four such libraries in Bihta, Khusrupur, Fatuha, and Bakhtiyarpur,
all in rural areas.

geaT forel & fager, Gae R, Beel, iR af@aaryT & IR vl arssd &, S @efy amedior
gt # ffua g1

Across Bihar, ‘Didi Ki Libraries’ have a sitting capacity of 6,000 and a total enrollment
of 1.1 lakh, with 63% girls.
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fogrR & & 1 agady Fr Jood Y &THAT 6,000 & 3R For ATHIRA 1.1 9@ 8, st
63% TSfRAT S |

e The libraries see a daily footfall of 60-70 learners, as per Bihar Rural Livelihoods
Promotion Society (JEEVIKA).

goT oISsi A 60-70 faganfdat &1 yfafeer 3merAeT giar &, st o fagr ameftor Shfaesr
At WA (JEEVIKA) garT RaE frar arar 1

e JEEVIKA, supported by the World Bank, runs the ‘Didi Ki Libraries’, each headed by
Vidya Didis, a dedicated cadre of community workers.

JEEVIKA, T8 faeg dF &1 @ ureq g, ‘e fr dasady garar g, 59d v3s
sl i SEw Rgmr §d Fc § S wHeRe FRSANT F UE FANT & o

e The Education Department supports these libraries by providing books.
e fasmer 37 S F R USH FReh 3T THAYA HIAT B

e Rinku Kumari, 21, graduated this year with a degree in History from Mahant
Madhusudan College in Patna and spends five to six hours every day in the library.

e Fa@1, 21, 7 50 a¥ qear & AgT AYHE Fieror & gy & o wred & 3R
ag ) ot grg ¥ oF g oy 7 fard

e She aims to clear the UPSC exam but cannot afford tuition fees for a coaching institute.
3eTeRT 368%T UPSC Tt 9TH &l g, oifthe] dg hITaial HEATT T T B &l T
sTel 3T Hehll

e Coaching institutes can cost ¥5,000 per month; the average farmer’s income in 2021-22
in Bihar was ¥9,252, against the national average of 13,661.

FIRIT TEATA I BT 25,000 Ifd ATE & T & feR 7 2021-22 7 3faa o &
3T %9,252 T, St TS 3 ad 13,661 2T

e In Amhara village, Rinku finds books to help her prepare for the entrance exam, which
sees around 10 lakh candidates from across India competing for just 1,000 posts.

FHHERT g A Rep & g e A TR w & fAv e e €, foesd sma
oY ¥ 10 @ 3FHICART & 1T $had 1,000 9l & favw gfaafEar gdr g1

e Although the books are limited, she can download free books online through the
library’s Wi-Fi.
giefifeh fohcid AT €, Afehed TE gl & Wi-Fi b AegH & fy:gfesh fharet
IHAATZA SBAAE FX Thcll o

e The Amhara library is painted yellow and features Mahatma Gandhi’s message of
avoiding the seven sins in Hindi.

HABRT AN T drerr o1 fear a=r § 3R smed By & AgreAr ameft #1 weeorg &
H1d 99T § ST A1

e The library has three rooms with a seating capacity of 60 and over 1,200 books on the
shelves.

sy 7 T FAY E, AT IS4 Fr &TAAT 60 & 3 Ae® 9N 1,200 F 30w fahard 1
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e Inside the library are pictures of A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, Subhas Chandra Bose, and
maps of India and the world.

S & eI WA, Ieqel Ferd, GH g a1 hI dEIR AR #RA 3R gfaam &
AR £

e The library also has cubicles, students’ chairs with desk extensions, ceiling fans,
power back-up, water filter, CCTV cameras, and an LED screen.

sl # Fgfawed, Fesew A1 FAAT 3R 3vw Rvar, ifder e, aew 86-3r7, diew
freex, CCTV $aY, 3R LED &R &1 &1
e The library receives two newspapers and magazines daily.

ST T &t FATAR 97 3R Arsiier I Herar 1

e Archana Kumari, the Vidya Didi of the Amhara library, helps students with filling out
forms for competitive exams and provides printouts.

IrdaT FAW, S HAGRT gy v fagzr Y g, ot Hr g glemsit & e A
A F Acg Hr & 3R Beamse o gare Fr g

Growth of ‘Didi Ki Libraries’ and Their Impact
AN A ANy FT QAF 3R 39F THE

e The Amhara library had 30 children when it opened in February 2023. Now, it has
1,765 registered children.

BRI AFN A HIaN 2023 A 3e@iee & HAY 30 a4 A| 379, SHA 1,765 el
TR

e The library is open eight hours a day, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on weekdays, and during
exams, also on Sundays.

s ufer e 36 @ G §, 9 9 & 59 aF (FeAwreh & A), 3R wlvww F
e, TR #r o)

o It offers both fiction and non-fiction books, including textbooks from Classes 8 to 12
of the Bihar Board, along with sample answer papers.

sgH F1ed 3R N-FreF g1t R I frare 3uereyr §, S wam 8 ¥ 12 dF F R
a8 F ITSIYETSH 3R AHAT IO 9 AAA §

e Children can issue books, but the preference is for them to read on-site.
T frare S FT Tod &, Afhel TUTAGar 37 a1d &7 § & 9 g8 W & 93

e Some of the most popular books include English learning books like Word Power
Made Easy by Norman Lewis, and the Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary.

FaW yilcy fharel # s daa i frae o Al J57 ganT 98 graw A3 §h
3R ATFARE TEaEs dAT T By anfier g

e Books like Animal Farm by George Orwell and Hamara Samvidhan by Subhash
Kashyap are also popular.

Sitet AT GINT TAtAer B 31 P FoIAT CaRT gANT Hfaemer sl fharer off
CIEAER A
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e Italso has books for preparing for competitive exams for the Railways, banking, and
the National Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test (NEET), among others.

sa Yora, dfFer, 3R Tl arar-agEa yaer gdem (NEET) S wfaaieh adamsit
dordr & faw frare o €

e The dropout rate in Bihar at the secondary level was 20.46% in 2021-22, the highest in
India, compared to the national average of 12.6%.

fSgR # 2021-22 # ATEARAF T W STAI3T X 20.46% A, S IR H Hed HF
oY, Stafeh TS 3 12.6% Tl

e Many students who frequently visit the library have gained admission in Bihar’s top
institutes like the Development Management Institute.

3§ #¢ o ot FEAE ® F Al F I ¥ RER & g TeaE SRy daede
Ao SETIE A vaY 91 TF B

o Several students have graduated with BEd degrees, qualifying them for teachers’ jobs.
%s O BEd Baft gred & g €, St 3¢ Rerss Y el & v Ao s=reh

e The libraries are acting as a local support system, helping increase the participation of
rural children and marginalized learners in higher education.

Y A Ueh TAT AT YOIl & &9 F T X B &, oif Areor gt 3R @
sifa gt & oEr f 3w e 9efiedy goe 7 #Ace T W@ &

e There are 1,408 registered children in Makhdumpur panchayat, Jehanabad district
in Bihar.

HEGAY T, STglarare e, f9gr & 1,408 gsfigra o= |

e The library in Makhdumpur functions on the first floor of the Panchayat Bhavan in
Kohra village.

HAGGAY T olSsT HIeN T & TG 9719 I ggelt Aforel W HRRA B
e Pawan Kumar, 21, a student pursuing BSc at Surendra Prasad Yadav College, Gaya,

says he finds it difficult to study at home due to his joint family. He started coming to the
library four months ago and is now a regular.

9ad FAR, 21, ST Y& THE ATGd Hiokol, IATH BSc X [ 8, el & [ R A T
TRAR 81 & FROT 3¢ Tors H FISaATS glell &1 3e6iel IR HEl Tgel ST Tl
% R 3R 39 @ FfAa w0 @ 3 €

e Faizan Tanveer, the Social Development Manager of Jehanabad district, explains
that the main goal of the centre is to promote library culture in rural areas and
encourage reading among underprivileged students.

SieraTare ok & wrATford R yaus e ddR aara § 6 e a1 7e7 3e8eT
AT g1 H gl EHfAy A gerar & R dfd oEl # gers @ dicaried He
gl

e The centre also aims to address issues like child marriage, child labour, and gender-
based discrimination by empowering adolescents, especially girls.

Ig e aTer faare, arer A, 3R fer amaa dgema S Aeel #F gol e ool
36eT QAT &, [y §9 & fheiRi, @raet osfhal a dered Fered |
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e The library has a collaboration with National Institute of Open Schooling and Indira
Gandhi National Open University for distance education and provides admission
support to students.

STSSRT T A HFa faearerdt framm weumer 3k gfawr amelt wedrr g Freafieamery
& ara gl R foT wgder §, 3R g ol S 93w WERaT I Yee FAr Bl

¢ Himanshu Sharma, IAS officer and CEO-cum-State Mission Director of JEEViIKA,
states that education is a proven tool to break generational poverty and CLCDCs aim
to bridge the gap between disadvantaged rural youth and urban peers.

1%‘411?; AT, IAS 3R 3R JEEVIKA & CEO-cum-State Mission Director &gd g &
e diY gx A 1 qh A g 1 Ay 3uaor § 3R CLCDCs &1 36y afad
AT a3t 3R el WAL & o 1 IR T B

e Over 2,500 children applied for technical, professional, and vocational courses with
career counselling support, and 110 have secured admission, including two girls in
Miranda House and one in Daulat Ram College, both under Delhi University.

2,500 & 3fd FTal o dFath, G, IR AERF SIHAT & 6T FRIX WA
TEIAdT & AT 3Tdee fham, AR 110 7 yaer fHar, e fgeelt frafgzmea & risr
e3H # QY asfrar 3R Slaa I FiaaT H v dA5h A g1

e Six students gained admission in the postgraduate program in Development
Management MBA with scholarships worth ¥32 lakh.

©F Ol H 3FAvAC AATAC MBA & WECISUC W & 32 a1 I SEgK & 1Y
EENBECI

e 62 students visiting these libraries were selected as Bihar Public Service
Commission teachers this year.

g Y 62 BHET I fAgR e AT HART & et F 9 F A Far =)
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Modi calls diaspora in
Kuwait ‘mini-Hindustan’

PM addresses Indian community in Kuwait, says India has potential to become skill capital of the

world, discusses initiatives implemented by the Indian government, including e-Migrate portal

[GS Paper Ii: India-UAE |

Press Trust of India
KUWAIT

raising the diaspo-
P ra’s contribution to
global growth,

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said here on Saturday
that India had the potential
to become the “skill capital
of the world”.

Mr. Modi was address-
ing a large gathering of the
Indian community at a spe-
cial event, “Hala Modi”, at
the Sheikh Saad Al-Abdul-
lah Indoor Sports Complex
in the city.

“Every year, hundreds
of Indians come to Kuwait.
You have added an Indian
touch to Kuwaiti society.
You have filled the canvas
of Kuwait with the colours
of Indian skills. You have
mixed the essence of In-
dia’s talent, technology,
and tradition in Kuwait,”
Mr. Modi said.

‘Youngest country’
The Prime Minister, who is
visiting Kuwait at the invi-
tation of the Kuwaiti Emir,
Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, ex-
pressed happiness about
the presence of Indians
from diverse corners of the
country in the Gulf nation,
and called it a “mini-Hin-
dustan”. India’s start-ups,
fintech firms, smart tech-
nology and green technol-
ogy can develop cutting-
edge solutions for every
need of Kuwait, he said.
“India is well-equipped

Close interaction: Narendra Modi during a visit to a labour camp in Kuwait on Saturday. PTi

to meet the world’s de-
mand for skilled talent...
India also has the potential
to become the skill capital
of the world,” Mr. Modi
said and underlined that
for many decades to come,
India will remain the youn-
gest country in the world.

Highlighting India’s
strong commitment to sup-
porting Indian workers in
Kuwait and across the Gulf,
Mr. Modi discussed tech-
nology-driven initiatives
implemented by the go-
vernment, including the e-
Migrate portal.

Thanking the Emir for
his invitation, Mr. Modi
said that it was after 43
years that an Indian Prime
Minister was visiting Ku-
wait to strengthen and so-
lidify the age-old
friendship.

“The relationship bet-
ween India and Kuwait is
one of civilisation, the sea,
affection, trade, and com-
merce. India and Kuwait
are located on two shores
of the Arabian Sea. It’s not
just diplomacy that con-
nects us, but also the
bonds of the heart,” the
Prime Minister said to loud
cheer from the gathering.

‘Special moment’
“Today, personally, this
moment is very special for
me. For you all, coming to
India takes four hours, but
for the Prime Minister of
India, it took four de-
cades,” he told the Indian
gathering.

Mr. Modi further re-
called the centuries-old
strong trade ties between
the two countries. “Our el-

ders in Gujarat still recall
how Kuwaiti traders learnt
Gujarati, wrote books in it
and traded their world-fa-
mous pearls in our mar-
kets. We took supplies of
horses and many other
items. There has been a
long-lasting  relationship
between India and Ku-
wait,” he said.

He also reminded the
diaspora that till 60-65
years ago, Indian rupees
were accepted in Kuwait.

The PM said that in the
coming decades, India and

Kuwait will become signifi-
cant partners in
prosperity.

The Prime Minister ex-
tended an invitation to
diaspora members to parti-
cipate in Pravasi Bharatiya
Divas and Maha Kumbh to
be held in India in January.

Modi calls
diasporain
Kuwait ‘mini-
Hindustan’

m—csmg»—aaﬁ
YarHl §HeT Hi

CLIL

PM addresses Indian
community in Kuwait,
says India has
potential to become
skill capital of the
world, discusses
initiatives
implemented by the
Indian government,
including e-Migrate
portal

YUHA F FAT A
AT T HI
weaifaa e, wa1 &
SR H Qeg $r Flerer

TSUTAT FoIal Y &THAT 8, 3eelel $-ABIC G Wied WA THR gaRT
fhatfead 9gal 9T T4t )|

Prime Minister Modi Praises Indian Diaspora's Contribution

THTTHA A F HRAT JarY & IeTerT i GUgar 6
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e Prime Minister Narendra Modi said that India has the potential to become the “skill
capital of the world”.

T Ag AT A el o (R & "gfaar Fr wlere TTUrEAl” ool Hr THAT &

e He was addressing a large gathering of the Indian community at a special event called
“Hala Modi” in the Sheikh Saad Al-Abdullah Indoor Sports Complex in Kuwait.

9€ F4d 7 AW WG HA-Ieqed] AR TACH FEcadd # AT HHAT & Th a3
TATTH H "gTaT A" 1% 99T FRIhaA FI F&Ifed HT 8 I

e He said, “Every year, hundreds of Indians come to Kuwait. You have added an Indian
touch to Kuwaiti society, mixing the essence of India’s talent, technology, and
tradition.”

3glel hgl, "EY ATl AhsT RAT FA 3T 81 39 FA AT H HRAT ST SIS
g, forast s & gfars, wigaifarhy, ik wiaw & e g1

e The Prime Minister described Kuwait as a “mini-Hindustan” due to the presence of
Indians from diverse parts of India.

TUTAHAT o Fod B AR & [afFe= fedl F 30 HRART $r sufeafa & HRor fBAe-
Rigarr aam|

e He emphasized that India is well-equipped to meet the world’s demand for skilled talent
and has the potential to become the “skill capital of the world”.

3ol SR feam o 9k gferam i Ferer wfdsm 1 AT A Q@ A & v qfr e &
TeTH ¢ 3R “gfarar 1 Flerer ISl S B &THAT 1T B

e Mr. Modi highlighted India’s commitment to supporting Indian workers in Kuwait and
across the Gulf, mentioning initiatives like the eMigrate portal.

A AET A FAdT IR TSy R F HRAT AART T FAGT A & HRA & fragyar

@ifehd T, 3iR eMigrate 9¢d S 9gall &7 el ohdT|

e The Prime Minister thanked the Emir of Kuwait, Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sababh, for inviting him, noting that it was after 43 years that an Indian Prime Minister
was visiting Kuwait.

TUTAHAT o Fdd F AR AW AAT HA-IGHAC HA-STA IHA-HETg I AR Tkl
foar 3R TE Sooi@ fhaT 1% 43 W1 ST IS RCAT TUTTHAT Fad 3T B

e He mentioned that the relationship between India and Kuwait is based on
civilization, the sea, affection, trade, and commerce, stating that it is not only
diplomacy but also the bonds of the heart that connect the two nations.

3gie Fgl foh TR 3R FdT & T HIU WA, WG, T8, AR, 3R afoeT |
e €, 3R Ig Fad g 761 dfed el & daew § S A=t gef &t shsd 8

e Mr. Modi remarked that this visit was very special for him, as for the Indian Prime
Minister, it took four decades to visit Kuwait.

A ALY F Fg1 5 Tg I 5d&nﬁvquﬁﬁh%,wﬁﬂﬂ?ﬂ'€rwaﬁiﬁé?ﬁv
Fdd 3 H AR AR HT THT |

e He recalled the centuries-old trade ties between India and Kuwait, mentioning how
Kuwaiti traders learned Gujarati and traded pearls in Indian markets.
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Madan B. Lokur

Madan Lokur
is UN Internal
Justice

Council chief

IGS Paper lI:
International Bodies

NEW DELHI

Former Supreme Court
judge Justice Madan B. Lo-
kur was appointed Chair-
person of the United Na-
tions Internal Justice
Council for a term ending
on November 12, 2028.

In a communication to
Justice Lokur, UN Secre-
tary-General Anténio Gu-
terres said the retired
judge would head the
council which also com-
prises other distinguished
jurists.

Born in 1953, Justice Lo-
kur was appointed a judge
of the Supreme Court on
June 4, 2012.

He demitted office on
December 30, 2018, upon
attaining the age of
superannuation.

Website: patrioticias.in ®ic==)
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS n*‘&'_g%
@1@

3egiel R N FdT & ara wfeEl Qe TR weut w ag B 3R Tann 6
Pl SARAT & FeRT el 3R HRAT SRt A ANl 1 AR o

Mr. Modi reminded the diaspora that until 60-65 years ago, Indian rupees were
accepted in Kuwait.

A A 7 FA FHGT H AG AT 7 60-65 WA TgH aF, AXCAT FUAT F FAG
H HeR AT JATar ATl

The Prime Minister stated that in the coming decades, India and Kuwait will become
significant partners in prosperity.

TTAHA o el foh 3 aTel ekl H HR 3R FAT AT & AgeaqoT AR Faial|
He extended an invitation to the diaspora to participate in the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas
and Maha Kumbh to be held in India in January.

3egiel YR FHE & HeEdl il (R & Saadl # A gle aTel Yardt SR
faw s g & oot 9 & faw e=or )

Madan Lokur is UN Internal Justice Council chief
HeeT AP TIFA TSe ARSI IRvg & 997
g

Former Supreme Court Judge Appointed Chairperson of UN Internal Justice
Council

qd GHA FIE T F GIFT A AARNF A7 IR FT Ireqat fagsga fwar

. Justice Madan B. Lokur has been appointed as the Chairperson of the United
Nations Internal Justice Council for a term ending on November 12, 2028.

Sftew Aea d. YT FI TYF A HdARS =417 TRG 1 Iedet f@gea fhar am=r
g, TSieTehT SIIhIeT 12 Ag#aX 2028 &1 FATCA gIem|

. In'a communication to Justice Lokur, UN Secretary-General Anténio Guterres
informed him about the appointment, stating that the retired judge would head the
council, which also comprises other distinguished jurists.

SIcH WY’ &1 T 9T H, §YFa TS & FRAG-Selel Tefaal qXT o 37 56
fAgfFd & TR # Sy &, foresd wer a1 &% Qarfaga ST aRWe & Aded T,
S 3= gfafsd fafgs s enfae 1

. Justice Lokur was born in 1953 and was appointed as a judge of the Supreme
Court on June 4, 2012.

SIReEH AT HT S 1953 7 g3 AT 3R 3o 4 [ 2012 FT FTHHA FE FT 5ol
fagerd foham arm am

. He demitted office on December 30, 2018, upon attaining the age of
superannuation.
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Change in election
conduct rules erodes
integrity, says Cong.

The Law Ministry had changed Rule 93(2)(a) of the 1961 Conduct of

Election Rules; move of the EC will be challenged legally, says Congress

[GS Paper Ii: Elelctions |

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Congress on Sa-
Tturday said that a
change in rules re-
garding the conduct of
elections is “a vindication
of our assertions regarding
the rapidly eroding integri-
ty of the electoral process
managed by the Election
Commission of India (EC)”.
Congress communica-
tion chief Jairam Ramesh,
ina post on X, tagged a me-
dia report that claimed
that the Union Law Minis-
try, in consultation with
the EC, effected a change
in the rules after the Pun-
jab and Haryana High
Court asked the EC to sup-
ply all information includ-
ing video and CCTV foot-
age pertaining to a
particular booth in the re-
cent Haryana Assembly
polls to the petitioner.
On Friday, the Law Mi-
nistry, through a Gazette
notification, had changed

Rule 93(2)(a) of the 1961
Conduct of Election Rules
under the Representation
of the People Act, 1951. Ear-
lier, the said rule stated
that “all other papers relat-
ing to the election shall be
open to public inspection”.
However, it has now been
changed to read: “all other
papers as specified in these
rules relating to the elec-
tion shall be open to public
inspection”.

“If there was ever a vin-
dication of our assertions
regarding the rapidly erod-
ing integrity of the electo-
ral process managed by the
Election Commission of In-

o X .

The EC, instead
of complying
with the verdict, rushes
to amend the law to
curtail the list of what
can be shared. Why is EC
afraid of transparency?

JAIRAM RAMESH
Congress communication chief

dia in recent times, this is
it. Sunlight is the best disin-
fectant, and information
will restore faith in the pro-
cess — a reasoning the Pun-
jab and Haryana High
Court agreed with when it
directed the EC to share in-
formation that it is legally
required to do so with the
public,” said Mr. Ramesh.
“Yet the EC, instead of
complying with the judg-
ment, rushes to amend the
law to curtail the list of
what can be shared. Why is
the EC so afraid of transpa-
rency? This move of the EC
will be challenged legally
right away,” he added.

Change in election
conduct rules erodes
integrity, says Cong.

HTAT FT HgaTT ¢ &
Iod AR wiear A
dedld ¥ SATIGRI TcH
g @I gl

The Law Ministry had changed
Rule 93(2)(a) of the 1961
Conduct of Election Rules;
move of the EC will be
challenged legally, says
Congress

Fefel HAATGT A 1961 F ToIrd
T A F @["E 93(2)(0)
# dgama Far § 9 &
FgaT ¢ T ToATd AT &F 9
FGH P Fleleh! AR 9T Tt
&r SioafY

Congress Criticizes Change in Election Rules, Claims Vindication

FEAF & FAE AT & agara A Arerwen A, IR S/ Il qral FTyHAOrT FAqrT

e The Congress party on Saturday said that a change in rules regarding the conduct of
elections is "a vindication of our assertions regarding the rapidly eroding integrity of
the electoral process managed by the Election Commission of India (EC)."

I 9t o ATATR T gl o Tera Fleled  FfOT HFAT 7 Seolra gAly
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STAT T WA §, ST IoA1d 3TN caRT HaTfeld gaArdr 9fshar $T dia @ARrae o da
Gk

o Congress communication chief Jairam Ramesh, in a post on X, tagged a media
report that claimed that the Union Law Ministry, in consultation with the EC, effected a
change in the rules after the Punjab and Haryana High Court asked the EC to supply
all information including video and CCTV footage related to a particular booth in the
recent Haryana Assembly elections to the petitioner.

FEAW FIR G STAAH AT A X | Tk G A Toh Afsar e s a7 T,
fSreat arar foar arr o1 1o FERr Frefet FATerd, golra 3TEeT & WA 4, ozt &
SeoTd A & SIG Yorta AR FRATON 3T +AATeT o IoA1d 37T § gl hr gRATom
faererwsn gemel A v AV g @ dafra A Ak ffdd oo afed wah

STAPRY & & foT Fgr |

e On Friday, the Law Ministry, through a Gazette notification, changed Rule 93(2)(a) of
the 1961 Conduct of Election Rules under the Representation of the People Act,
1951. Earlier, the rule stated that “all other papers relating to the election shall be
open to public inspection.”

YFAR T, FTeleT HATI o ofe A & AegH § 1951 F wfafafoes sfafwm s
dgd 1961 F IoTd WaTelsr fgal o fgswr 93(2)(a) 1 seor feam| ugel, 56 g A
&gl T A1 & "goma & wafta woft e Fwrena sterar & Aderor & fAw sueer
g

e The rule has now been changed to read: “all other papers as specified in these rules
relating to the election shall be open to public inspection.”

3 A F 3 YHR g6 6T IRAT ¢ "gAd & wafta s At F fafdse weht
T FRET a1 & A0eTor F fAw 3uesy ger”
e Jairam Ramesh criticized the change, stating, “If there was ever a vindication of our

assertions regarding the rapidly eroding integrity of the electoral process managed by
the Election Commission of India in recent times, this is it."

SAH TAA A 3T TEold T 3TelvdedT X gV hel, "I gl & FAG H Iofra 3T
AT Feltfeld gardt gfsear & g fRmEe s ar & gAY ardl & wef SIS AafehR
ar, dr g agr gl

e Ramesh emphasized, "Sunlight is the best disinfectant, and information will restore faith
in the process — a reasoning the Punjab and Haryana High Court agreed with when it
directed the EC to share information that it is legally required to do so with the public.”

THY o gT, "GToT T AT FGH 3ol HICVRI §, 3R SRy 9fsmar & faearw
AT TgTel HWEM — TET HROT 07 50 g 3 gRamon 3=v ~ey & T&@er
o7, T 3HA AT AT AT AAFRT FHAT F HT fAder igzm, S 38w &7 &

ATdolfalh lay T JFR aT|"

e He further questioned, “Yet the EC, instead of complying with the judgment, rushes to
amend the law to curtail the list of what can be shared. Why is the EC so afraid of
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transparency?”

3egial MY Farer fonar, " 8l era 3mmer, =a1f¥sh e T dreled i & i,
3H T Y GETTT e & [T Bl H HATA el T STl Sl &, ST @S foham

ST Hehcl | IoATd HTANT Y IRERIGT § §aar T F4f g2
e He added, "This move of the EC will be challenged legally right away."
3ogiel SAIST, "Iold HTART HT AG FEHA Fl §F § Jid gelar & et

Parliamentary panel suggests
giving subsidies to farmers to
keep non-milching livestock

fpcs |
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Parliamentary Stand-
ing Committee (PSC) on
Agriculture, headed by
former Punjab Chief Minis-
ter and Congress MP Cha-
ranjit Singh Channi, has re-
commended subsidies for
farmers to keep non-milch-
ing animals to manage the
problem of stray cattle.
The panel asked the Centre
to increase the allocation
for insuring livestock.

Appreciating the efforts
of the Union Animal Hus-
bandry Department to
control the birth of male
bovine offspring using sex-
sorted semen techniques —
whereby only female
calves are born with 90%
accuracy rate — the panel
said there is also need to
prevent further growth of
stray cattle from the alrea-
dy existing livestock popu-
lation of 193.46 million cat-
tle and 109.85 million
buffaloes.

“Therefore, the Com-
mittee recommend that
some incentive/subsidy

Stray cattle graze at a potato
farm in Uttar Pradesh.

may be provided to farm-
ers and farm labourers for
taking care of cattle and
buffaloes which are past
their economic utility in
addition to increasing fund
allocation for promotion of
Gaushalas [cattle shelters]
across country with farm-
ers having a choice to eith-
er avail services of Gausha-
la or avail government
incentive/subsidy for tak-
ing care of their non-pro-
ductive bovine animals,”
the report said.

The panel also noted
that the Department of
Animal Husbandry and
Dairying is covering only
1% of the livestock popula-
tion under the Centrally

sponsored National Lives-
tock Mission for livestock
insurance due to insuffi-
cient budget provision.

“Looking towards the
risk of more than 10 crore
engaged in animal husban-
dry activities the commit-
tee recommends that Go-
vernment should
immediately initiate mas-
sive livestock insurance
scheme to bring 53.5 crore
livestock population under
the ambit of this scheme.
The committee recom-
mends that higher alloca-
tion may be made available
by the Government for im-
plementation of livestock
insurance scheme,” the re-
port said.

It also asked the Centre
to work for self-sufficiency
in cattle feed and fodder
availability. “With in-
creased availability of
green fodder, cost incurred
by farmers on milk produc-
tion will be decreased and
dependence of farmers on
cattle feed will also be re-
duced. This will increase
profit margins of dairy
farmers,” the panel said.

Parliamentary panel
suggests giving
subsidies to
farmers to keep
non-milching
livestock

T UeTer F g
fear ¢ F framet +r
gy & ar g3
N WA F faw
gfewst & se

Parliamentary Standing
Committee Recommends
Subsidies for Farmers to
Manage Stray Cattle

FudT Tt @fAfa F stray
At # A9l #@ & v
frat & o afeadt fr RwRer
C)

. The Parliamentary
Standing Committee (PSC) on
Agriculture, headed by former
Punjab Chief Minister and

Congress MP Charanjit Singh Channi, has recommended subsidies for farmers to
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keep non-milching animals to manage the problem of stray cattle.

FR 9 wwdr TRt @fafa (PSC), fower 3regetdar qd voe & HEgHE iR FE
#rae orsiia fAE Toel ganrT & ST W@ &, o stray AARAAT AT FAEAT A1 HIRFT
e & AU et S gy 3N a1 AFa A W & fov afeqst i [{wriver
gl

e The committee has asked the Centre to increase the allocation for insuring livestock.
AT & e @ et AT S fov dere AraesT 9e@ 1 Y T gl

e Appreciating the efforts of the Union Animal Husbandry Department to control the
birth of male bovine offspring using sex-sorted semen techniques, the panel said there

is also a need to prevent the growth of stray cattle from the already existing livestock
population of 193.46 million cattle and 109.85 million buffaloes.

| IYATee AT & 37 JAEl B FIEAT ARG g, S FRT-fAuiRe shiop ddhedten
39T FX A AT & e A @G w7 @ €, Gl 7 wer 6 ade e 7 Al
193.46 fafarger 7A=Y 31k 109.85 Aforaer et i geqeer smardt & stray 7Rt &
T T Yot T ITILTSAT &

e The committee recommended providing some incentive/subsidy to farmers and farm
laborers for taking care of cattle and buffaloes which are past their economic utility.

At o framel 3R @a Aegl w1 IR-3caeE I AR Al d @I & ov Fo
WcaTgs/afeast &1 hr fAwIier $r Bl

e The panel also recommended increasing fund allocation for the promotion of Gaushalas
(cattle shelters) across the country, with farmers having the choice to either avalil
services of Gaushalas or avail government incentive/subsidy for taking care of their
non-productive bovine animals.

afAafa & s & aemansit (T 37s) F gorar & F U $3 Tded Sore dr
AERY & ¢, [Fad frarsr & menarsit T a3t &1 a1 3o A7 IR-3caes
AR T 2@HTT F T TWWHR T Wicaga/afeus) o &1 daea Ao a&|

e The panel noted that the Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying is covering
only 1% of the livestock population under the Centrally sponsored National Livestock
Mission for livestock insurance due to insufficient budget provision.

ATT o Fg off ste fohar f& gerarera 3R S8 FAsImar sharel 19 9o Soraean i
FA wrAfST TET Gue R & dgd aepue fiAd afAe wX @ § S

I Fole YIaET & HROT gl

e Looking towards the risk of more than 10 crore people engaged in animal husbandry
activities, the committee recommends that the Government should immediately initiate a
massive livestock insurance scheme to bring 53.5 crore livestock population under
the ambit of this scheme.

aﬁﬁﬁwﬁslomﬁmmmﬂaﬂmﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁaﬁ@ﬁmw
o T Tarere arue AT AT YE FIAT AMGT, AMMh 53.5 FUF YU FAAHEAT Y
3 ATl & GRIX A T ST Toh
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e The committee recommended that higher allocation be made available by the
Government for the implementation of the livestock insurance scheme.

Gfafd o aeruer AT DS & haeads & v TWHR GaRT 3T ITaes Hiel Hr

AwIRer $r g1

e The panel also asked the Centre to work for self-sufficiency in cattle feed and fodder

availability.

A o g I IR 3T g Y 3UeUdr A AcAANEr & T F1H FA F

3Rer fohar g

e With increased availability of green fodder, the cost incurred by farmers on milk
production will be decreased, and dependence of farmers on cattle feed will also be

reduced.

W AR A 9 g5 STsUT &, fHArT T gy Seumeet & Ta H T IMeaf, 3R 99 IR
W et s fsiar ot e gl

e This will increase profit margins of dairy farmers.

Sy S Rl & o & AT 3 gafy g

IGS Paper Ii: Gl Tag |
Railway stations in Bengal
promote Gl-tagged products

The Sealdah Division of Eastern Railway is
promoting West Bengal’s unique local products
with the Geographical Identification (GI) tag
through its “one station, one product” (OSOP)
stalls. One OSOP store in Sealdah station is selling
Joynagar Moa, a traditional sweet made from
palm jaggery and puffed rice. The unique
product, which is prepared at Joynagar in South
24 Parganas district was granted the GI tag in
2015. At the Phulia station in Nadia district, an
0SOP stall is selling traditional Santipuri saris. At
the Krishnanagar station, another railway station
in Nadia district, an OSOP stall is promoting
traditional clay idols.

Railway stations in Bengal
promote Gl-tagged products

T H Yq VAT GT SAI3TS-ar
391l F1 JeET AT STwen

Sealdah Division Promotes West Bengal’s Unique
Local Products

Hreree Rdfiow aRas soner & sgfadr TaehT scumEt
Y do1aT & TET ¢

o The Sealdah Division of Eastern Railway is
promoting West Bengal’s unique local products with
the Geographical Indication (Gl) tag through its “one
station, one product” (OSOP) stalls.

gdt Yad it dirergs e 39a “va ¥, tF 3e9g” (OSOP) TicH & AT d
uRad doner F Iefad TRy scurEl & shnfes F6a (GI) e d @y Serar § @

gl

e One OSOP store in Sealdah station is selling Joynagar Moa, a traditional sweet made
from palm jaggery and puffed rice.

HITelgg FAT A Teh OSOP FER AR HIHT S TET &, S a8 F 3 3R 973 aaa 4§

o T IR Ao #
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e The unique product, prepared at Joynagar in South 24 Parganas district, was granted
the Gl tag in 2015.

TE IEIAAT 391G, ST AR H 0T 24 G9aT et 7 IR fRar Sirar &, &1 2015
# Gl & fear arar |

e Atthe Phulia station in Nadia district, an OSOP stall is selling traditional Santipuri
saris.

e e & $feam ¥t X va OSOP Fefer uRaRe wifaqd |3t 3= @ &

e« Atthe Krishnanagar station, another railway station in Nadia district, an OSOP stall is
promoting traditional clay idols.

FOUMTIR FAA, ST AT fer &1 T 3R ¥od U g, W Tk OSOP Ffel GRUNH
Bredr & Afft A ggrr & @

1GS Paper I: Art & Culture |

Row over whitewashing of
century-old murals in Kolkata century-old murals in Kolkata

The 170-year-old Government College of Art &

Craft, Kolkata (GCAC), has found itself at the FIdeEar & @ G )W A=
9

centre of a controversy over the whitewashing of
the century-old Rajasthani murals on the college
building. The Rajasthani motifs — painted in a ﬁ m ﬁ W ﬁm

repetitive, matrix formation on the arches of

Row over whitewashing of

three floors — are believed to have been ; ; ; ;

. . Controversy Over Whitewashing of Rajasthani Murals
commissioned in the late 19th and early 20th at Government College of Art & Craft, Kolkata
centuries when Ernest Binfield Havell and . 2 ° ) .
Abanindranath Tagore were heading the PIAFICT F TAAHE Pielol HIG IHIE TS FFe A

institution. However, the whitewashing of the o B fEl F g9d F a9t [ae

murals has led to widespread protests in West
Bengal’s artist fraternity, including among

renowned names of the GCAC alumni. . The 170-year-old Government College of Art &

Craft (GCAC), Kolkata, has found itself at the center of a
controversy over the whitewashing of century-old
Rajasthani murals on the college building.

170 9§ T FANHT FlASl HE HE TS FIFE (GCAC), FIAHIAT diolal el T HAN
WAt oyt Afe el & add o o fag & a7 3 I g

e The Rajasthani motifs — painted in a repetitive, matrix formation on the arches of
three floors — are believed to have been commissioned in the late 19th and early
20th centuries when Ernest Binfield Havell and Abanindranath Tagore were heading
the institution.

TAAELTA TAHA — S clieT AfAl F AGUE W glgXIv 30 AT 7 7 AT § -
1 faeare foham SiTar € & g¢ 19dt @Y & 3 3R 204t @ Air qeana A vl
faerfres Bae 3R Irafgary S & AAdcd & Hiclsl H ITAENA fohar aram |

e However, the whitewashing of the murals has led to widespread protests in West
Bengal’s artist fraternity, including among renowned names of the GCAC alumni.
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glenifer, R ol & wihdY o aftesr daner & FemdR e & g1as A Y&
fear &, s GCAC & wfligy q& a1at & ard o enfae &

'|GS Paper I: Pashmina
Shawls

VII ersure rasmmina shawls _
don't attract high GST: Omar don’t attract high GST: Omar

Jammu & Kashmir Chief Minister Omar Abdullah aﬁﬁaa. m‘
on Saturday said his government will ensure that 63 I -qg 5 % tI'QiFﬁ?IT
the famed Pashmina shawls are not considered in

\J
the higher slabs of the Goods and Services Tax AT GT m Enm o w:

(GST), and warned that such a move would be
life-threatening to the Pashmina shawl industry. IAT
Mr. Abdullah, who attended the 55th meeting of

the GST Council in Rajasthan, said there were

Will ensure Pashmina shawls

some things that were agreed on, and some Jammu & Kashmir CM Omar Abdullah's Stand on
things were deferred during the meeting. “There ~ Pashmina Shawls and GST
had been a lot of speculation that GST on shawls, S 3R FHR & FEIHA AT egear FT quUfAam

particularly Pashmina shawls, will be hiked, so v
we had come prepared to ensure that wouldn’t erfer 3R Sliewd W Fw

happen,” Mr. Abdullah said. , : o
. Jammu & Kashmir Chief Minister Omar

Abdullah on Saturday said his government will ensure that the famed Pashmina
shawls are not considered in the higher slabs of the Goods and Services Tax (GST).

7] AR FAR F FEIAN 3 Ieqeen o ATAGTR B el & IAR WHER Tg
giAREd el for gffey gerffar offer &1 Arer iR dar #T (GST) & =0 Tlad A

Idr1 SIe|

e He also warned that such a move would be life-threatening to the Pashmina shawl
industry.

3oglel Ig T TG & 6 $H YR H FEHA TATAAT AT g1 & o0 Aeterar
Tied 8 HehT Bl
e Mr. Abdullah, who attended the 55th meeting of the GST Council in Rajasthan, said

there were some things that were agreed on, and some things were deferred during the
meeting.

A JHegeell, S TSI # GST FERAT $1 558t doh & AT gU I, Fgl 6 Soh
# $o W3l W wgaAfd st 3R o # oo fear |
e “There had been a lot of speculation that GST on shawls, particularly Pashmina

shawls, will be hiked, so we had come prepared to ensure that wouldn’t happen,” Mr.
Abdullah said.

"wma#awag?rymﬁ%aﬁawesn%@mmﬁwﬁmaﬁaw,m
STeatt, safaT g0 I8 FARYT el & AT R gt 3T & T oar o g s

Hsgedl o gl
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in Gujarat to open next year

Sarbananda Sonowal says the project is anticipated to have a daily footfall of up to 25000 and

will create a total of 22,000 jobs; Phase 1A of the project has achieved 65% progress currently

[Pcs |
Sreeparna Chakrab:
NEW DELHI

he first phase of the
T National Maritime

Heritage Complex
in Lothal, Gujarat, will be
completed and opened for
the public from September
2025, Union Ports, Ship-
ping and Waterways Minis-
ter Sarbananda Sonowal
has said.

“While the entire pro-
ject, which would be the
largest maritime museum
in the world, is expected to
be completed by 2029, the
Phase I would be open to
people from September
2025,” Mr. Sonowal said in
an interview to The Hindu.

He said that internation-
al collaborations with
more than 20 countries
has been proposed for de-
velopment of the complex.
These collaborations will
bring in Joint Maritime Re-
search Activities, Preserva-
tion of Maritime Heritage,
Exchange of Information,
Artefacts, Technical know-
how among other things.

“This (NMHC) would be

Engineering marvel: A Sea Harrier 609 fighter jet, which will be on

display at the maritime museum in Lothal. pTI

centre for learning and stu-
dy and research globally
on maritime issues,” he
said. The Minster said that
the project is anticipated to
have a daily footfall of up
to 25,000 and would
create 22,000 jobs. “At
present, 65% physical pro-
gress for the Phase 1A of
the project has been
achieved.”

Excavations have re-
vealed the world’s oldest
known artificial dock,

progress currently

which was connected to an
old course of the Sabarma-
ti river in Lothal, located
80 km from Ahmedabad.
The site has been nominat-
ed to be enlisted as a UN-
ESCO World Heritage Site.
Archaeologists believe that
the city was a part of a ma-
jor river system on the an-
cient trade route from
Sindh to Saurashtra in Guj-
arat, according to the Guja-
rat Tourism website.

The Union Minister said

that the discovery of the
dry dock has proved that
India used to be one of the
largest shipbuilders and al-
so had world-class ship re-
pair facilities. “The high-
quality ships were being
built in India and as a re-
sult Indian ships were able
to complete successful
voyages across the world.
And this has not only inte-
grated the world commun-
ity through trade and com-
merce but also through
cultural exchanges and
pilgrimages.”

The Union Cabinet in
October gave its nod to the
project. It also accorded in-
principle approval for
Phases 1B and 2 of the pro-
ject, as per the master
plan, by raising funds
through voluntary resourc-
es or contributions. It man-
dated that a separate socie-
ty will be set up for
development of future
phases, to be administered
by a Governing Council
headed by the Minister of
Ports, Shipping & Water-
ways, under the Societies
Registration Act, 1860.

Maritime
Museum in
Gujarat to open
next year

oI # FAI
HAGTAT T
qgell =ROT 31Ted
|Te g

Sarbananda
Sonowal says the
project is
anticipated to have
a daily footfall of up
to 25,000 and will
create atotal of
22,000 jobs; Phase
1A of the project
has achieved 65%

Halde QT o &g F 390 afalear & ufafesr 25,000 aert & ama
HT AT § 3T FEX For 22,000 AlFRAT Yar ghofY; aRAS= F =0T
1T o aaATT F 65% worfa gifler FT off &

National Maritime Heritage Complex (NMHC) in Lothal
drrer ¥ T A 4B IRET (NMHC)

e The first phase of the National Maritime Heritage Complex (NMHC) in Lothal,
Gujarat will be completed and opened for the public from September 2025, according to
Union Ports, Shipping and Waterways Minister Sarbananda Sonowal.

aterer, eI # T FA G IRAT (NMHC) 7 9gelT =0T f{day 2025 @ Sfetar
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& T @rar Sen, ST o S deeng, R i STaaAnr 7=l Waee dare o

e |

e The entire project, which will be the largest maritime museum in the world, is
expected to be completed by 2029, while Phase | will be open to the public from
September 2025.

R Grsiere, S gfaar T qa@ 931 FHA WAST GIaT, T U gl 2029 Teh 7UfATT &,
STafe aor | RAda 2025 @ SeAdr & fAw @rerm Sreen|

e International collaborations with over 20 countries are being proposed for the
development of the complex, which will include Joint Maritime Research Activities,
Preservation of Maritime Heritage, Exchange of Information, Artefacts, and
Technical knowhow.

gRER & faom & v 20 & a1f0% gt & Ay IaRTsE wgaher gearfad forar o
T &, oA wgFd wad Iqaue afafafeat, syl eRieT w1 WRaTOr, gEer F He-
YaTeT, TEQU AR Aty AT AT &

¢ The complex will be a centre for learning, study, and research globally on maritime
issues.

I IRET THLY Hegl W ARTH Fav X e, e A Qe w1 Fg ghem|

e The project is anticipated to have a daily footfall of up to 25,000 visitors and will create
22,000 jobs.

58 disiee § 25,000 d% afas 3margei 1 dear AR 22,000 dAtwRAt 1 gorer g dHr
3FE B

e 65% physical progress has been achieved for Phase 1A of the project.
REST & =0T 1A & T 65% AR warfar areet g7 g g

e Excavations at the site have revealed the world’s oldest known artificial dock, which
was connected to an old course of the Sabarmati river in Lothal, 80 km from
Ahmedabad.

|ISC W I IS GeTs A gfadr FT Fa@ [WAT AT F1A 3T 3oR T &, s ataer
A AN & Wl AFT § 37 AT, S AgAcEre @ 80 fraft gy &

e The site has been nominated for listing as a UNESCO World Heritage Site.
SH T I FATH g eeT T & &9 H Faleey U S & fIT ArAihd fomar
I B

e The city of Lothal was part of a major river system on the ancient trade route from Sindh
to Saurashtra in Gujarat.

citrer &1 2T Y @ ot WRISE, I[ERIT deh & Ireflel SAIR AT T Teh Hgea ol AT
YTl 1 fo&aT 2|

e The discovery of the dry dock has proven that India was one of the largest
shipbuilders and had world-class ship repair facilities.

@1 81 HT T 01 A Tg MM g & & HRA FgTol Tl qTell Uh Y@ aer o7
3R g5l feawala s AvFAa giaure o)
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e The Union Cabinet gave its approval for the project in October and also granted in-
principle approval for Phases 1B and 2 of the project.

AT

hioee o FgaR A H Wiolde & HY & IR or 1B AR 2% fav o R

Folr &1

e A separate society will be set up to manage the future phases of the project, which will
be administered by a Governing Council headed by the Minister of Ports, Shipping &
Waterways, under the Societies Registration Act, 1860.

IRAISTAT & HITST & ION I T Fel & [T Teh 3oreT FAST T fohar
FAEIE TAELAT TFe, 1860 & dgd el

Temple managements
not implementing
reservation rosters,
says NCST member

NEW DELHI

Across Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana, and Odisha,
temple management exec-
utive officers are working
carelessly, many do not
even implement the reser-
wvation rosters, and there is
partiality against Sche-
duled Caste and Scheduled
Tribe employees in service
matters, including promo-
tions, says National Com-
mission for Scheduled
Tribes member Jatothu
Hussain Nayak, who took
charge in March and began
working extensively in the
States south of the Vind-
hyas just after the 2024 Lok
Sabha election.

In an exclusive interac-
tion over the phone with
The Hindu this week, Mr.
Nayak, a BJP politician
from Telangana, spoke of
the significance of having a
member of the commis-
sion from a southern State,
his experience of review-
ing temple management
Boards during official vi-
sits, and a focus on raising
awareness of the commis-
sion’s work, which he said
had led to increased com-
plaints now being filed
with the NCST.

Common complaint

Mr. Nayak said he had con-
ducted reviews of two
States, 26 public sector un-
dertakings, and 48 districts
across the country in his
time with the commission
s0 far.

“In States I have visited
such as Maharashtra, Kar-
nataka, Telangana, Andhra
Pradesh, Odisha and Kera-
la, the most common com-
plaint poor people from ST
communities have had is
with regard to forest pattas
and land issues, followed
by service matters,” Mr.
Nayak said. But in his vi-
sits, Mr. Nayak has given
special attention to check-
ing whether temple man-
agements across these
States are following man-
dated rules on reservation
and addressing complaints
of ST employees working
at various posts within the
ﬂléjl]ilg!l’“ﬂll structure.

He has already led re-
views of the Tirumala Tiru-
pati Devasthanams (TTD),
Sree Seetha Ramachandra
Swamy Devasthanam in
Bhadrachalam, Srisaila De-

partiality against SC
and ST employees
in service matters

and promotions

vasthanam, and the Puri
Jagannath Temple.

“In so many temples,
they are not using rosters
at all. Bhadrachalam pre-
dominantly has an ST pop-
ulation and it is located in
the jungles. They have no
regard for reservation. In
Srisailam too, this is the
case. This is also in the jun-
gle area. There should be
more right for STs of the
area for their develop-
ment. In Tirupati, the sit-
uation is very bad,” Mr.
Nayak said.

Referring to the situa-
tion at the TTD, Mr. Nayak
said the NCST was in-
formed about a host of is-
sues relating to the welfare
of SCs and STs there during
a review in August. Among
the list of complaints were
demands to allow SCs and
STs to be considered for re-
ligious posts in the tem-
ples, adequately inform
SCs and STs about stipend
scheme of the TTD for
those studying the Vedas,
lack of reservation in shop
and hawker licence allot-
ments, and a near absence
of a grievance redress me-
chanism for SC/ST staffers.

“When we took stock of
the issues and called the
EO to explain what is hap-
pening, they kept evading
and then went to the High
Court to get a stay order.
We will fight it tooth and
nail in the court. How can
the court stay proceedings
of a commission, which is
itself exercising its Consti-
tutional powers as a civil
court?” Mr. Nayak said, ad-
ding, all temples he has re-
viewed have similar issues.

Mr. Nayak told The Hin-
du that he has been able to
use his position at the
NCST to take the commis-
sion’s services to more and
more people in the south-
ern  States.“There have
been many more commis-
sion members appointed
from the North, so some
work has been done there.
But in the south, aware-
ness about the NCST and
what it can do for the peo-
ple is relatively low,” he
said.
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Temple managements not implementing
reservation rosters, says NCST member

TAHITHE TEET FT FgaAl ¢ & AT JaT
TTETOT YFET AT oTé1 FT W@T o

National Commission for Scheduled Tribes (NCST) Review of Temple
Management in Southern States

T IR SAanfer AT (NCST) g@rT sfarof vt & ARy wawer &
gatam

eTemple management executive officers in Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, and
Odisha are working carelessly and many do not implement reservation
rosters, leading to partiality against Scheduled Caste (SC) and Scheduled
Tribe (ST) employees in service matters, including promotions, as per Jatothu
Hussain Nayak, member of the National Commission for Scheduled Tribes
(NCST).

3Ty g&er, Ao 3T ¥ A Al yeuw e oTREEr § F1H W W E
3R &3 3NTor X an] AE FQ, FE FROT FaT A 7 IR f
(SC) 3R reggfAa Satenfar (ST) FHAARAT & AT Fgema &1 & &, foraa
geleat ol enffer §, SKT 3 STery g@e e, ST Jeqfaid Sietsfiicr T
(NCST) & &I o &gl

eJatothu Hussain Nayak, a BJP politician from Telangana, took charge in

March 2024 and began working extensively in southern States after the 2024 Lok
Sabha election.
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HeTel 3R 2024 SHHHAT Tolla & ST Sfa1ol Tl & T0h §T § FIH FeAT Y&
fepa|

e In his official visit, Mr. Nayak reviewed two States, 26 public sector undertakings, and
48 districts across the country.

39 3RS =T &, A AT o U WX H S TsA), 26 Hasiaid &F & 3UHAT
3R 48 et 1 T S

e A common complaint he found among ST communities in Maharashtra, Karnataka,
Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, Odisha, and Kerala was related to forest pattas and
land issues, followed by service matters.

HERTSE, FATCHT, AT, Y yaor, 3N R I # ST et & §w s @A
TR Siarer & geel 3R oA AT & daftra o, saeh o1 Far ARFaT 1 R
o

e During his visits, Mr. Nayak focused on ensuring that temple managements in these
States were following mandated rules on reservation and addressing complaints of ST
employees working in various temple management posts.

3oel A3 & SN, A AR 7 g ol A AR wauw § ¥F gRAREd e w
T hfgd Far & 3 IRETOT F IR F1 Ireled = ] & 3R e Al geua
el 9T I T § ST FAATREAT HI Repradal &1 gAren"T T ® &l

e Mr. Nayak led reviews of major temples like Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams (TTD),
Bhadrachalam, Srisaila, and Puri Jagannath Temple.

A AE A GHE A S faeaATen fagufa davues (TTD), srarare#, siftersr sk
STy AfT AT weeT Hl

e Bhadrachalam, a temple located in a predominantly ST population area, has no regard
for reservation, and similar issues were observed in Srisailam and Tirupati.

ST, ST Ueh ST SRS T & TUT §, ARET0T T FS €I Tgf @dT g, AR
sidterer 3T fawafa 37 off & & Aeg ¢ T §

e Atthe Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams (TTD), the NCST received multiple complaints
including demands to allow SCs and STs to be considered for religious posts, the
need to inform SCs and STs about the stipend scheme for Veda studies, and lack of
reservation in shop and hawker license allotments.

e favafa qasu=d (TTD) &, NCST &t &8 Rerad &, f&e1e SCs 3tkv STs
I i 98l & fAIT 91T g T ANT, dg eI & foIv SCs 3 STs & o
TISTT T STThRY S T HTGLTehdT, X gFTT 3T S AT MaeaT A HRaor
HHY QA oY

e Mr. Nayak emphasized that when the issues were raised with the Executive Officer
(EO) at TTD, they evaded the situation and went to High Court to get a stay order.

A AH A g o qar 6 ST 57 Heal i FREEH FfAFR (E0) & Ary fawatar &
3orar I, A 3egiel Ul & U gU ITT FAEed ¥ T AU 9Ied A F e
HeH 31|
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He vowed to fight these issues in court as the NCST is exercising its Constitutional
powers as a civil court.

37giel o1 Heal e AT H 5o &l Hehod o, aiteh NCST widenfas aferaat
FT Y T ¢ ST v fafaw #i e g

Mr. Nayak has utilized his position at NCST to take the commission’s services to more
people in southern states, where awareness about the commission's work is relatively
low compared to the north.

A AR—F T NCST H 3ualr AT 1 39T faof oAt & 3mAer 6 a3 &t
WWqumﬁ%ﬁvﬁm,aﬁmé;mé:aﬁﬁwﬁqwﬁ

ATl i &l

Moon was formed around 4.51 billion years ago, says study

|GS paper |: Geography |

The Hindu Bureau

Evidence to support an ol-
der age for the formation
of the Moon, around 4.51
billion years ago, as per a
paper published in the
journal Nature.

This new analysis sug-
gests that a ‘remelting’ of
the Moon’s surface around
4.35 billion years ago may
have masked a far older

history.

The Moon is thought to
have been formed through
acollision between the ear-
ly Earth and a Mars-sized
protoplanet, the last giant
impact in our planet’s his-
tory.

The timing of this event
has been estimated by dat-
ing lunar rock samples
presumed to have crystal-
lised from the lunar mag-

ma ocean that existed post-
impact, placing the Moon’s
age at approximately 4.35
billion years old, as per
a Nature release.

However, this age fails to
account for several discre-
pancies with thermal mo-
dels and other pieces of
evidence, such as the num-
ber of craters on the Moon
and the age of some zircon
minerals on the Moon’s

surface, which suggest that
the Moon could be up to
4.51 billion years old.

Resetting formation

The researchers argue that
the frequent occurrence of
approximately 4.35-billion-
year-old rocks may be indi-
cative of a remelting event,
driven by the Moon’s orbi-
tal evolution, rather than
the first solidification of

the lunar magma ocean.
The authors use modelling
to show that the Moon may
have experienced suffi-
cient tidal heating to cause
this remelting approxi-
mately 4.35 billion years
ago, which could ‘reset’
the apparent formation
age of these lunar samples.

In addition, the remelt-
ing of the Moon would ex-
plain why there are fewer

lunar impact basins from
early bombardment than
might be expected, as they
would have been erased
during a heating event.

The authors posit that
this explanation would
suggest the formation of
the Moon occurred bet-
ween 4.43 and 4.53 billion
years ago, at the upper li-
mit of previous age esti-
mates.

Moon was formed around 4.51 billion years ago, says
study

A F AR AT FT AAOT Forsrr 4.51 3R a§
qEe §IT AT

Evidence to support an older age for the formation of the Moon, around

4.51 billion years ago, as per a paper published in the journal Nature.

a5 & AT @ g F AT 4.51 3T a¥ qUAT B FT FAAT FA arek wAor, S R
AT IRFT H YHIRAT TF 99T F 917 T4T &

This new analysis suggests that a ‘remelting’ of the Moon’s surface around 4.35 billion
years ago may have masked a far older history.

Ig w15 faeaivor Ig gera & 8 1% 4.35 3R AIel g U AT I dclg 1 T

fererar v sgd Qe gfdera @ far dehdr gl
The Moon is thought to have been formed through a collision between the early Earth
and a Mars-sized protoplanet, the last giant impact in our planet’s history.
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AT STl § 7o =gAT & AT RS gedl 3R T AIe-3THR F FecdWe &
ST TFRY & ATEIA  EIT AT, S gANT g & sfaera A A fawmer cohT A

The timing of this event has been estimated by dating lunar rock samples presumed to

have crystallised from the lunar magma ocean that existed postimpact, placing the
Moon’s age at approximately 4.35 billion years old, as per a Nature release.

$H AT & THI 1 AT ToAT & RIeq FHFA Sl ARIEROT § of@r I3 g, S
I AT AT § T ot & d1¢ 31f¥dca # @ I¢AT & J7AT AgPR ¥ o9 &9 &
a1 ¥, 3R 38 GhR AT T Y 4.35 I Wi [l AT 1S &, ST T v ah

YehIele H §dTAT 3T Bl

However, this age fails to account for several discrepancies with thermal models and
other pieces of evidence, such as the number of craters on the Moon and the age of
some zircon minerals on the Moon’s surface, which suggest that the Moon could be up
to 4.51 billion years old.

glelifeh, I8 3 &S TaweTicrdl &l #gT THAs ureh, S T ardir aAfsal 3R 37 g,
S o dgAT WX HiS[g Mgl Y FEAT AR dgHT Y Tlg R FS ORI @iarsit
3T, S IF Fahd &t § o TgeT T 3T 4.51 3R Wi I &1 Fhell gl

Resetting formation
TATCHE 3T FT G faeiror

The researchers argue that the frequent occurrence of approximately 4.35-billion-year-
old rocks may be indicative of a remelting event, driven by the Moon’s orbital
evolution, rather than the first solidification of the lunar magma ocean.

MERATIHT T Fgell & T 913797 4.35 IR Wl WAl Tl T TR-IR Hefolr Th
qA: Eea A1 ged1 F Tohd < TohdT §, ST AT & FellT A garr aRd &), a1 6
TGHAT & HIAT AGERR & Ugol T &9 H 31T gleT &

The authors use modelling to show that the Moon may have experienced sufficient tidal

heating to cause this remelting approximately 4.35 billion years ago, which could
‘reset’ the apparent formation age of these lunar samples.

AGh ASTAT FT 3TANT I § Tg W@ & AT fF dgar «F gaied sarig @ifder
HHAT AT TST @Y Fehell &, FHGH F¢ YoA: Tercld A €ea 4.35 3T FTel T6 €5, S
goT AT & S T ThACHS 3G & Yol TR T Fehell B

In addition, the remelting of the Moon would explain why there are fewer lunar impact

basins from early bombardment than might be expected, as they would have been
erased during a heating event.

g8 AR, TeAT T Ye: O Ig FHSA H A FN o RS qHa @
EAT W TG 33 IUETHd HH FAT ¢, Fifh 9 T fder gear & e fAe e
gl
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o The authors posit that this explanation would suggest the formation of the Moon
occurred between 4.43 billion and 4.53 billion years ago, at the upper limit of previous
age estimates.

TG Ig A o § foh Ig qredn Tg Gouid ool & foh dgar &1 @#or4.43
3q X 4.53 3T AT Tg & T g3 AT, S WS 30 I A B 3Ta e gl

v

|GS paper l: S&T |

Eco-friendly reactor converts

air and water into ammonia

qATaRoT Hefdhe RuFex gar 3R
gt & AT A oRafda swar
e

Eco-friendly reactor converts taking inspiration from how nature produces

air and water into ammonia ammonia, researchers have developed a
reactor that produces the chemical

Taking inspiration from how nature produces commodity from nitrogen in the air and

ammonia, researchers have developed a reactor . .
that produces the chemical commodity from water, without any carbon footprint.

nitrogen in the air and water, without any carbon

footprint. The plasma-electrochemical reactor Y gamr FAAAAT 3caresT @ WO AFT, AuFwatAt F
can sustain a high ammonia production rate of Roger Rl fraT :
approximately 1 gram per day for over 1,000 = & St a3 AR ot

hours at room temperature, and does so directly ~ ATEEISTT ¥ THATAR T T 3cUIGA FIAT g, e
from air, which is a significant advance toward ., < .

green ammonia synthesis at an industrially W I

competitive production rate.

. The plasma-electrochemical reactor can sustain
a high ammonia production rate of approximately 1 gram per day for over 1,000 hours
at room temperature, and does so directly from air, which is a significant advance
toward green ammonia synthesis at an industrially competitive production rate.

CATGHT-FAFCIR AT NUFET 919797 1 ATH Ui f&a T 3= 3 fiar 3curget & &l

1,000 € @ 3 THI T H&T AUHE R TAC W Hehel &, IR Tg @Y arg &

UHT T &, S &8 i weawor fr e # sitgaifs v @ wfawadt seuree &
deh U FAgcaqul Wl &l
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Denali Fault tore apart
ancient joining of landmasses
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A study shows that three sites spread along the
Denali Fault located in the southern half of
Alaska were once a smaller united geologic
feature indicative of the final joining of two land
masses. That feature was then torn apart by
millions of years of tectonic activity. Historical
reconstruction of 483 km of horizontal
movement on the Denali Fault found that the
three locations at one time formed a terminal
suture zone, which represents the final
integration of tectonic plates into a larger mass.

Denali Fault tore apart
ancient joining of
landmasses

SeTell Wiee o TN &
g g+ a1 =T

A study shows that three sites
spread along the Denali Fault
located in the southern half of
Alaska were once a smaller
united geologic feature
indicative of the final joining of
two land masses.

TH Fegas # @ g
HATEFT & iAol omer & uq Sare
wice & A1 ha fie vua w3
BR ¥ vhiga s Rewar @
R &, S &Y syt & sifaw e
&1 Tha & &

e That feature was then torn apart by
millions of years of tectonic activity.

R a8 adwar arat ast a& I
TFfaw afaflRdfr & Fror o %)

e Historical reconstruction of 483 km
of horizontal movement on the Denali

Fault found that the three locations at one time formed a terminal suture zone, which
represents the final integration of tectonic plates into a larger mass.

SeTell Biee WX 483 fFelt & Aifasr aif & faer@e qa=ATOT 36 a1 &1 gar Tefar
¢ T T T el U effierer TR e 7 Rwe 3, S deeifa waei & ue W3

aogA H 3ifAH vhreor & g g
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Journal retracts the discredited hydroxychloroquine paper

|GS Paper :S&T

The Hindu Bureau

More than four-and-a-half
years after the highly ques-
tionable “study” by a
French researcher Didier
Raoult and others claiming
that hydroxychloroquine
monotherapy and hydrox-
ychloroquine in combina-
tion with azithromycin was
“significantly  associated
with viral load reduction/
disappearance in COVID-19
patients” was published on
March 20, 2020, the paper
was finally retracted on De-
cember 17 this year. The
paper published in the In-
ternational Journal of An-
timicrobial Agents was
withdrawn because of con-
cerns about the ethical ap-
proval for the research.
The paper that was submit-
ted to the journal on March
16, 2020 was accepted for
publication the very next
day.

Three days after the
paper was published,
ICMR approved the use of

hydroxychloroquine as a
prophylaxis by healthcare
workers and those caring
for COVID-19 patients. The
drug was also granted an
emergency use authorisa-
tion by the U.S. FDA on
March 28, 2020, which was
revoked about once-a-half
months later. The publica-
tion of the paper and the
FDA approval raised a lot
of attention globally and
contributed to a demand
for the drug despite appro-
priate evidence of its bene-
fit. The drug was also
strongly backed by the
then U.S. President Donald
Trump.

On April 3, a fortnight
after the paper was pu-
blished, the journal pu-
blisher — the International
Society of Antimicrobial
Chemotherapy (ISAC) -
which co-owns the journal
with Elsevier, expressed
concerns saying that the
“article does not meet the
Society’s expected stan-
dard”. An independent re-

Tall claim: The authors claimed that hydroxychloroquine
significantly reduced the SARS-CoV-2 viral load. GETTY IMAGES

view commissioned by the
journal also concluded that
the trial had “several major
methodological issues, in-
cluding the design, out-
come measure and the sta-
tistical analyses”. Yet, the
journal did not retract the
paper until a few days ago.

Addressing the con-
cerns about the peer-re-
viewing process, the ISAC
statement said that despite
being the Editor-in-Chief of
the journal and an author
of the paper, “Jean-Marc
Rolain had no involvement

in the peer review of the
manuscript and has no ac-
cess to information regard-
ing its peer review”.

The paper came under
investigation again a few
months ago when three
authors of the paper con-
tacted the journal saying
that they had “concerns re-
garding the presentation
and interpretation of re-
sults” and no longer want-
ed to be associated with
the article, as per docu-
ments seen by Retraction
Watch. Responding to Re-

traction Watch, a spokes-
person for the journal said
that the “journal was re-
opening the previously
closed investigation after
receiving the authors’
requests”.

Ethical approval for the
study was granted on
March 6 and as per the
paper, the follow-up of the
participants was supposed
to last for 14 days. But with
a “submission date of
March 16, the timeline be-
comes seemingly impossi-
ble”, Elisabeth M Bik, an
independent research inte-
grity researcher wrote on
PubPeer in March 2020. In
the retracted notice, the
journal addresses this con-
cern saying: “The journal
has not been able to esta-
blish whether all patients
could have entered into
the study in time for the
data to have been analysed
and included in the manu-
script prior to its submis-
sion on the 20th March
2020, nor whether all pa-

tients were enrolled in the
study upon admission as
opposed to having been
hospitalised for some time
before starting the treat-
ment described in the
article.”

As per the details availa-
ble in the EU clinical trials
register, the secondary ob-
jective of the trial was to
evaluate the “clinical effec-
tiveness of treatment on
time to apyrexia, normali-
sation of respiratory rate,
and average length of hos-
pital stay and mortality”.
The results of the secon-
dary objective are not
available in the paper.
While the primary objec-
tive of the study was to
shorten the period of virus
carrying and thus conta-
gion, the secondary end-
point is “very important
for determining whether
patients may have clinical
benefit and not only a re-
duced risk of infecting oth-
ers”, aresearcher wrote on
PubPeer.

Journal retracts the discredited hydroxychloroquine
paper

T A g W Rard 9w arw fa

More than four-and-a-half years after the highly questionable “study” by a
French researcher Didier Raoult and others claiming that
hydroxychloroquine monotherapy and hydroxychloroquine in combination
with azithromycin was “significantly associated with viral load
reduction/disappearance in COVID-19 patients” was published on March

20, 2020, the paper was finally retracted on December 17 this year.

IR AT 3R 5% Af ¥ A wHY a1g, wiEA Muwar BRW wIee Ik 3w @
T I s wigey "sreaer oW g% gar fhar ar a1 % gssiled FAREd
AAERD 3 gERE FARFdT F @1y viFNABRRAT F1T FAST COVID-19 AfTaT #
"G NE K FAAEG @1 F Ageaqol T F 3T AT, 20 A 2020 FT GHIRAT g &
91¢, % 9T 17 Qe &Y 39 a¥ 3da: aow foar =
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e The paper published in the International Journal of Antimicrobial Agents was
withdrawn because of concerns about the ethical approval for the research.

W,ﬁmwﬂﬁﬁﬁwmmﬁmﬁgmmaﬁaﬁw%ﬁvﬁﬁm
IoTANGS T I & SRoT araw ferr arm|

e The paper that was submitted to the journal on March 16, 2020 was accepted for
publication the very next day.

U9 ST 16 AR 2020 & Sfeiel & Y&l fohdTm a/m AT, 3097 €1 fet eI & forw

TR H forar arm)

e« Three days after the paper was published, ICMR approved the use of
hydroxychloroquine as a prophylaxis by healthcare workers and those caring for
COVID-19 patients.

U9 YhITAT gl & il e 91, ICMR & COVID-19 AT i c@HTeT et arer
ALY FHAAT SarT gregiardll FAaARIFdlel & Db fdad & &7 7 39T f Al &

e The drug was also granted an emergency use authorization by the U.S. FDA on
March 28, 2020, which was revoked about one-and-a-half months later.

$H &l &1 28 ATH 2020 T JUH FDA SaRT HTITchTeler IUArer qritror of fezr arar
o7, [T 9197 3¢ AR a1 argyg o forar T

e The publication of the paper and the FDA approval raised a lot of attention globally and
contributed to a demand for the drug despite appropriate evidence of its benefit.

memaﬂTFDA@rﬁaﬁﬁmmiwqu eI 3R T forar 3R

S o7 & IUGFd JHAUT gl & dIdsfg 59 cdl i AL S dorar el
e The drug was also strongly backed by the then U.S. President Donald Trump.

39U Gdl FI dedlesT IARST Tseufa sTes erv ganT T SIRGR FAY fhar aram

e On April 3, afortnight after the paper was published, the journal publisher — the
International Society of Antimicrobial Chemotherapy (ISAC) — which co-owns the
journal with Elsevier, expressed concerns saying that the “article does not meet the
Society’s expected standard”.

3 3¥a &, AR & YHRIT g & Ugg et 91g, Siofel & Jehrerdh — asary
TAAEHRTT FAATN WABE (ISAC) — ST Elsevier & AT AR SToiel T
FEATeE ¢, @ Far soaa aXd gu Fe1 6 ‘o FAS & OfeT A B e

HIATI”

e Anindependent review commissioned by the journal also concluded that the trial had
“several major methodological issues, including the design, outcome measure and the
statistical analyses”.

SeTol GaNT ogerd ¥ wHtan o 3 ey e & g6 oaor 7 ‘w5 g
Aadr aaeaw oOf, S fBomss, aRome &g 3R a@ifegdhT e enfae |

e Yet, the journal did not retract the paper until a few days ago.
e off, Soiet @ o =T Tgel T JuR @I arad e form|

e Addressing the concerns about the peer-reviewing process, the ISAC statement said
that despite being the Editor-in-Chief of the journal and an author of the paper, “Jean-
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Marc Rolain had no involvement in the peer review of the manuscript and has no access
to information regarding its peer review”.

drR-Reg afvar & ar & RAan &1 FAUE S §U ISAC & 931 H &gl 141 foh
Sorel & Tf3eT-ga-d® 3 I & @ g & Srasg, “S-A AfeeT o HA-gfehee
& GR-Reg # IS ANy 7T HT 3N 3o I 58S TIR-Neg @ FeOd S
% 9gT el gl

e The paper came under investigation again a few months ago when three authors of the
paper contacted the journal saying that they had “concerns regarding the presentation

and interpretation of results” and no longer wanted to be associated with the article, as
per documents seen by Retraction Watch.

U H T & $T A Ggel ST & dgd oAl IAT S IR & Al o @ehl o Solel
¥ wus R 3R wer & 3o aRomat fr seqia it sarear & ar A ’aw o ik
IS d oG @ ST AAQH el U F, ST fob Retraction Watch GaRT &8 91T e&drdsit
# Joor@ fRaT I

¢ Responding to Retraction Watch, a spokesperson for the journal said that the “journal
was reopening the previously closed investigation after receiving the authors’ requests”.

Retraction Watchﬁﬁ%ﬁ?,&ﬁﬂ%@%ﬁw%“mﬁm
Y AT & J1¢ Ig §¢ Y TS T A B A Qe 7T g

o Ethical approval for the study was granted on March 6 and as per the paper, the
follow-up of the participants was supposed to last for 14 days.

e & T Afas srgaAlee 6 A &1 7 I a7 3R AW & AR, widenfagt @

HIeT-31T 14 f&eT I TolaT Tl

e But with a submission date of March 16, the timeline becomes seemingly impossible,
Elisabeth M Bik, an independent research integrity researcher wrote on PubPeer in
March 2020.

cifcheT 16 AT T AT FTAT FI0 H TG & T, TAT AT TASC FT & JFTHT @
STl &, ST {6 Elisabeth M Bik, Uah Taaa er 3mfErdr ieehar o AT 2020 &

PubPeer IX for@r|

¢ In the retracted notice, the journal addresses this concern saying: “The journal has not
been able to establish whether all patients could have entered into the study in time for
the data to have been analysed and included in the manuscript prior to its submission on
the 20th March 2020, nor whether all patients were enrolled in the study upon
admission as opposed to having been hospitalized for some time before starting the
treatment described in the article.”

gy fav v few &, Soer 3@ [ar &1 Gafa axar § Fedr & “Sead Ig TUig
T H TETH g7 & foh Far qeft A% & 3euTsT # A FaAT ST Gehar A1 drfek
ST T FHAY @l favelwford fohar S & 3R 20 AT 2020 T 3T FEJfAROT @

Ugd 38 AG[Hhee & AR a1 ST Feh, o1 & &1 Fol #JSAT T 39Tl & ol
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Bl WX AT H AAiThd fhar 1 U1, 9T 585 [ 3¢ Fellol YE A § U5

gmm%ﬁtrmmﬁmﬁﬁmwml”

e As per the details available in the EU clinical trials register, the secondary objective of
the trial was to evaluate the “clinical effectiveness of treatment on time to apyrexia,
normalisation of respiratory rate, and average length of hospital stay and mortality”.

EU fFafasea grrer WOt & 3uelst faavor & 3@, q8eior &1 cfadas 3eevd
“SATST T TARTFHAT W THY, TTT &3 T ATATHRIT, 3R 3ad 3gdrar 7 ot $r
3afer 3R Acg e W RARHT FaehRell & Hodichel T AT

e The results of the secondary objective are not available in the paper.
gfadae 3cced & aRUmA R H 39aey =g gl

« While the primary objective of the study was to shorten the period of virus carrying and
thus contagion, the secondary endpoint is “very important for determining whether

patients may have clinical benefit and not only a reduced risk of infecting others”, a
researcher wrote on PubPeer.

Stafeh EATT T TATAS 36T TRRE & FoRuT HI 3@y H BT &= 3 39
ISR HHHAUT T HH HIAT T, Gfaciias FANCT &g g eRa #r & fow sga
AUl § 6 &1 FAST 1 Al gEU FI FHAT T & ANEH HHA I &
Ty RAfRcET A9 8 ThdT &7, ST T U Aahdr of PubPeer WX for@r|
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What are India’s plans for a quantum satellite?

[GS Paper IiI: S&T |

What is its function? When is it expected to be launched? Which are the fields in which this

communication device will help? What about security issues? What is quantum cryptography?

What are the pros and cons of quantum key distribution?

Vasudevan Mukunth

The story so far:
n December 13, Ajai Chowdhry,
chairman of the Mission Governing
Board of the National Quantum
Mission, said India plans to launch a
quantum satellite in “2-3 years for quantum
communications”.

What is the National Quantum Mission?
The National Quantum Mission (NQM) is a
Department of Science & Technology
programme to accelerate the use of quantum
physics to develop advanced communications
and sensing systems.

The development of computers changed the
course of human history from the mid-20th
century onwards. Advances in this sector gave
humankind satellites, telecommunications,
weather forecasts, drug-discovery programmes,
etc.

But these advances are reaching a saturation
point because the physics phenomena on which
they are based, called classical physics, are
hitting a performance upper-limit. So scientists
around the world are developing new
technologies to solve the same problems but
using phenomena of quantum physics. Because
the rules of quantum physics allow for the
outcomes of classical physics as well as new
‘bonus’ ones, the new devices are expected to
be more versatile problem-solvers.

The Union Cabinet approved the NQM in April
2023 at ¥6,000 crore, to be implemented from
2023 to 2031. The planned quantum satellite is
part of this package.

What is a quantum satellite?
A quantum satellite is a term for a

Quantum
physics has
paved the
way for new
forms of data
protection,
and quantum
satellites are
expected to
facilitate them

GETTY IMAGES

communications satellite that uses quantum
physics to secure its signals.

Communications is a broad term that refers to
technologies that send and receive signals. An
important part of these technologies is security:
preventing bad actors from intercepting a
message being transmitted across large
distances, through multiple networks.

The advent of quantum computers threatens
the technologies currently being used to secure
messages. Fortunately, quantum physics has
also paved the way for new forms of protection,
and quantum satellites are expected to facilitate
them.

How are messages secured?

Say two people, Anil and Selvi, are standing at
two ends of a playground and wish to speak to
each other. They could shout or wave their
hands. However, Anil composes his message,
encrypts it, and writes the encrypted text on a
piece of paper. He ties it to the foot of a
messenger pigeon and sends it to Selvi. If Selvi
knows how Anil encrypted the message, she can
decrypt it to access the original text.

Encryption is the task of concealing
information. The manner is called the cipher. A
simple example is the Caesar cipher, where the
letters of the alphabet are offset by a fixed
number. If the number is 5, the words BIRDS
FLY AWAY become GNWIX KQD FBFD.

Say there is a third person, Kaushik, standing
in the middle of the ground and trying to
eavesdrop on the conversation. If he intercepts
the pigeon, he can’t crack the text unless he
knows the manner of encryption.

This security paradigm is called cryptographic
security. It works by hiding the secret code, or
key, behind an extremely difficult mathematical
problem. A bad actor like Kaushik can solve the
problem with a powerful computer to reveal the
code — but the harder the problem, the more
time (and/or more computing resources) he will
need.

Even the most powerful supercomputers have
difficulty cracking the best Advanced Encryption
Standard ciphers in use today — but quantum
computers may be able to do better.

How can quantum physics protect messages?
Quantum cryptography uses the tenets of
quantum physics to secure messages. Its most
famous type is quantum key distribution (QKD).
In the example before, Anil used a key to
encrypt his message and Selvi, who knew the
key, used it to decrypt the message. QKD is
concerned with sharing this key with both Anil
and Selvi such that if Kaushik is eavesdropping
on the transmission, everyone will find out and

the sharing will be aborted.

Quantum physics can protect against
eavesdropping in different ways. One is
quantum measurement — the act of measuring
the properties of a quantum system, like a
photon (the particle of light). According to the
rules of quantum physics, a quantum
measurement changes the state of the system. If
information about the key is encoded in a
stream of photons and Kaushik traps and
measures them to look for it, the state of the
photons will change and Anil and Selvi will
know the key has been compromised.

Another way is to use quantum entanglement:
when two photons are entangled, any change to
one particle will instantaneously change the
other. (This is a simplistic description.)

Has QKD been implemented?

Ravindra Pratap Singh of the Physical Research
Laboratory, Ahmedabad, wrote in 2023 that
standards for different QKD implementations
are still a decade away. This said, China
currently operates the world’s largest QKD
network with three quantum satellites and four
ground stations.

Experts are also trying to implement QKD
across longer distances. Since the early 1990s,
the distance of reliable transmissions has
increased to several hundred kilometres, either
through fibre-optic cables or free space.

In an October 2024 study, researchers at the
Raman Research Institute, Bengaluru, reported
the Indian Astronomical Observatory in Hanle,
Ladakh, offers the best atmospheric conditions
through which to transmit data for a
satellite-based QKD system. The paper’s lead
author Satya Ranjan Behera said the beam
distance would be 500 km.

Does QKD have drawbacks?

QKD on paper can be different from that in the
real-world. This is why the U.S. National Security
Agency has recommended the use of
post-quantum cryptography rather than
quantum cryptography. Its criticism is focused
on five technical limitations: “QKD does not
provide a means to authenticate the QKD
transmission source”; “since QKD is
hardware-based”, QKD networks can’t be
upgraded or patched easily; “QKD increases
infrastructure costs and insider threat risks” that
“eliminate many use cases from consideration”;
“the actual security provided by a QKD system is
not the theoretical unconditional security from
the laws of physics... but rather the more limited
security that can be achieved by hardware and
engineering designs”; and since eavesdroppers
can cause a transmission to stop, they can deny
the use of a transmission by its intended users
(a.k.a. a denial-of-service attack).

The no-cloning theorem of quantum physics
also disallows quantum information from being
amplified to compensate for losses during
transmission.
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What are India’s plans for a quantum satellite?

FIICH 3998 & foT AR T Fa1 ST 87

What is its function? When is it expected to be launched? Which are
the fields in which this communication device will help? What about
security issues? What is quantum cryptography? What are the pros
and cons of quantum key distribution?

SHHT ST FIT 22 W Fd dled FC I i 37Hlg g2 T Fla T a7 §
a3 a8 WO 3UFIOT AEg FWM? Y& Heal & IR H 12 FaeH
fercetamdy 7 82 FaieH Foit Ravor & gar AR RAaer w4 &2

National Quantum Mission and Quantum Satellite
TS FareH AT 3R Faresd 3uare

e On December 13, Ajai Chowdhry, chairman of the Mission Governing Board of the
National Quantum Mission, said India plans to launch a quantum satellite in “2-3
years for quantum communications”.

13 e &1, 3rorg Alerdy, TSET Faed A F R safeier 15 & 3reueT A Far
fF 9RT "2-3 98" # FaicH IR & O FIEHA IYAE dicd Hlal HI AIoTell g1 @7
gl

What is the National Quantum Mission?
TET FareH AT F41 82

¢ The National Quantum Mission (NQM) is a Department of Science & Technology
program to accelerate the use of quantum physics to develop advanced
communications and sensing systems.

ST Faren s (NQM) e R 3R wigaifarehr fasmer &1 s € foraer
3cc T FareA HIfAH F1 3T WS Ioedd FaR 3R AT Rved fTwda F@r gl

¢ The development of computers changed the course of human history from the mid-20th
century onwards.

F T TahT 2087 TET & HEG A AT ST HT G2 deel=d arelm |

e Advances in this sector gave humankind satellites, telecommunications, weather
forecasts, drug-discovery programs, etc.

58 &1 H Wl o AlTaar H AR, GTHAR, ANGH TaElTA, Sar-@ler FRHH 31
fewl
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o But these advances are reaching a saturation point because the physics phenomena
on which they are based, called classical physics, are hitting a performance upper-
limit.
dfhet 3 oIl weh W e g W@ E i o W 3R €, ag sitfadr A
TeATe, fS8 Fenfaehe siifaeh Fer S1dT &, Jedie & ITaas WA W 9w W £

e Scientists around the world are developing new technologies to solve the same
problems but using phenomena of quantum physics.

gioT o) & A<ATfeleh agT HAEAN Gl dlel o U &S dicgfafenar aefda #X ® ¢
oifeheT FFaTeR sy i Tea3lt F1 3T FA g
e Because the rules of qguantum physics allow for the outcomes of classical physics as

well as new ‘bonus’ ones, the new devices are expected to be more versatile problem-
solvers.

Fiteh FaTeH A & e Fenf@wer sifashr & aRomAr & ay-ary Jv S
qROTAT T 1 AT 4T &, AT ITRON F FAET TEHE FACA-HHATTARA gled Y
37 Bl

e The Union Cabinet approved the NQM in April 2023 at 6,000 crore, to be
implemented from 2023 to 2031. The planned quantum satellite is part of this package.

Fr AR 7 3rdte 2023 3 NQM T 6,000 FU3 #H Ao &1, fd 2023 & 2031 d
] fRaT ST | ANSIATaEY Faied 39AE 36 Uehol &I fREam g

What is a Quantum Satellite?
FqcH 3YAT FAT 872

e A quantum satellite is a term for a communications satellite that uses quantum
physics to secure its signals.

FACH 396 Ush WAR 3AE ¢ ol ITel Hehall bl GI&IA oA & ToIv Faies sifadr
FT 3UART T gl

e Communications is a broad term that refers to technologies that send and receive
signals.

TOUR Ush oIS 20sG § off 31 WedfAfhal a Teffid aar & o dohd fioer 3R

9Tcd &l &l HIH Sl 8l

e An important part of these technologies is security: preventing bad actors from
intercepting a message being transmitted across large distances, through multiple
networks.

goT Hic@fAfehal &1 Teh Hecaqul fFEam & Y&t TS &l a3 YA W, et Aeaent
& ATETH § TR gl §U A% gl 8 et

¢ The advent of quantum computers threatens the technologies currently being used to
secure messages.

FAEH FIE H HEAT 3o FeAARAT T @ H STelal § AT adA=T #H Feei &
&t & faw 3uier 6 & @ 2
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Fortunately, quantum physics has also paved the way for new forms of protection, and
quantum satellites are expected to facilitate them.

Ay, Fares Sifafra off gRam & Jv w6t & fav Aet gered R g 3R T
3YIE I SoTehl TERACT el I 35 B

How are Messages Secured?
weuT r FIaT FA A AT 2

Say two people, Anil and Selvi, are standing at two ends of a playground and wish to
speak to each other.

AT AT R ar ot A 3R Aed), T W AT & gl o) W @3 § 3R -
T & I1d T AR &

They could shout or wave their hands. However, Anil composes his message, encrypts
it, and writes the encrypted text on a piece of paper.

d T HAT Wehdl & AT 1Y gell Hehd §1 BTelieh, Hfel 319aTT TG TR T g,
ufesee X §, 3R Ufertes e @ U FTel & ghs WX forar g

He ties it to the foot of a messenger pigeon and sends it to Selvi.

g8 U Ueh o Aol dled ek & UW H SiYdr g 3R Fedt 1 Asfar gl

If Selvi knows how Anil encrypted the message, she can decrypt it to access the
original text.

Ife Aot & UaT § 6 AT o TS 1 FO viespee far §, O a8 3@ Rfce
el SFEC Th IgT Fehell &

Encryption is the task of concealing information.

TfeseRre e H fBUe & H g

The manner is called the cipher. A simple example is the Caesar cipher, where the
letters of the alphabet are offset by a fixed number.

g d% Pl AISHT el ST &1 Teh ITUROT 3807 § HeX ABHT, forgs JuidATer &
31ERT A T ARGT T&ar ¥ TUAART fRar Srar g1
If the number is 5, the words BIRDS FLY AWAY become GNWIX KQD FBFD.

Ife FEAT5 ¢, ar 2sc BIRDS FLY AWAY F&osht GNWIX KQD FBFD & J1d &1
Say there is a third person, Kaushik, standing in the middle of the ground and trying to
eavesdrop on the conversation.

AT oifaw fof ter O afea, Fif¥F, dAee & i & @sr § 3R aaha & -
B0 gaaer & HIfNer X @1 B

If he intercepts the pigeon, he can’t crack the text unless he knows the manner of
encryption.

I d6 e T ALY HAT §, ol Tg THEC I sheh oTg1 Y Hehdl ofd deh foh &
Ul & Ik &l o SATeIdT &l
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This security paradigm is called cryptographic security.
S8 Gt Ueo I Preetanfihd Fat gl ST ¢

It works by hiding the secret code, or key, behind an extremely difficult mathematical
problem.

%Wmmmma:mwm,miﬁﬁ,aﬁ%wwm
gl

A bad actor like Kaushik can solve the problem with a powerful computer to reveal the
code — but the harder the problem, the more time (and/or more computing resources)
he will need.

FIF S R AT FHAEIT B Toh ATFAAT FYEX & A §ol A Hehol § dlich
FIS FI Yehe AT IT T — dfehad =T Fiead TaEEaT gl 38 3daT 8 39 gag
@GR sifRe sogfder gamus) wifge g

Even the most powerful supercomputers have difficulty cracking the best Advanced

Encryption Standard (AES) ciphers in use today — but quantum computers may be
able to do better.

gl dsh 6 qa8 AfFaATe FurahegeT 8 ITeTehel SEAATS g1 3¢ HaldH TSaies
Tl TEUSE (AES) TTST FI sheh dlal H IS T TTHAT P & — oAfepel
FACH FOYET Jgal HY Hehel ¢ |

How can quantum physics protect messages?
Fatear sifadr wdat fr geam F FT gt §2

Quantum cryptography uses the tenets of quantum physics to secure messages. Its
most famous type is quantum key distribution (QKD).

FaicH FRCeIaThY HRil I FIEIT el & o Faies sifadhr & Feuiar &1 suzir
T g1 3HH T8 9Rcy YR § Faied 1 Faor (QKD)|

In the example before, Anil used a key to encrypt his message and Selvi, who knew the
key, used it to decrypt the message.

Ugd & 3aTeXT H, HfAT 7 39 WA Y Uishee A & [T Toh Felt @ 3uT

foar 3R Ao, ST Foll STl o, & 3§ 3UT e Feer r FBigwee T

QKD is concerned with sharing this key with both Anil and Selvi such that if Kaushik is
eavesdropping on the transmission, everyone will find out and the sharing will be
aborted.

QKD 58 Faft &l sifarer i dedlt & A1y |rs el & Fafta § arfes Iie s
SIS 9 A & FoT T@T &, A Hel Y ST Il Tel ST 3N AR &l Teg
FT fear Srwam|

How can quantum physics prevent eavesdropping?
Fafea sifad O ¥ g B T AF w2
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Quantum physics can protect against eavesdropping in different ways. One is
gquantum measurement — the act of measuring the properties of a quantum system,
like a photon (the particle of light).

Fatea sifah fafde TR @ D F oA § GR&T T Fehell 81 Toh AT ¢ Fared
AT — Ig U FaicH QEeH T AAVAT o AT Fr fohar §, ST T wieid (Fehrer

)|
According to the rules of quantum physics, a quantum measurement changes the state
of the system.

Faren Hifad & AT & AR, v FaicH A Reew @ Bafa @ ago & g

If information about the key is encoded in a stream of photons and Kaushik traps and
measures them to look for it, the state of the photons will change and Anil and Selvi will
know the key has been compromised.

I Folt & aR A SRR Wil H URT H Teehls A S & 3R FRF 3¢ barar
IR Agar §, a wesr S Rafa sea swelt 3R sfae ik dedr v a8 gar Io

ST T ol T oot g ol g

Another way is to use quantum entanglement: when two photons are entangled, any
change to one particle will instantaneously change the other. (This is a simplistic
description.)

T 3R alieT  FqieH ST 1 3T ST S &l Blele 3oy gid &, dl Teh T
7 S off Ieoma A gER F TG | (I UH T Ao )

Has QKD been implemented?
FAT QKD am] fawam aram 372

Ravindra Pratap Singh of the Physical Research Laboratory, Ahmedabad, wrote in
2023 that standards for different QKD implementations are still a decade away.

e vara fE 2 2023 # siifas sqauTe gAvremTen, sHAcEE @ foar & RAfdes
QKD &Rilead=l & foIv ATl 33 off Ueh qere T 8|

China currently operates the world’s largest QKD network with three quantum
satellites and four ground stations.

e gAT A gfAAr &1 Gl F3T QKD Aea® Hatfald aar ¢, forad fier Faied 399re
IR AR 733 AT
Experts are also trying to implement QKD across longer distances. Since the early

1990s, the distance of reliable transmissions has increased to several hundred
kilometres, either through fibre-optic cables or free space.

faAweT QKD T &t gft TX A TeT T FAR F @ &1 1990 F e T B3N I,
faeaaeia crafAersT i qft sgav dwsi fraldiey &1 a1 g, a8 9 wsa-3iftes
Fad S ATEIH T & AT VAW & ATETH |

In an October 2024 study, researchers at the Raman Research Institute, Bengaluru,
reported that the Indian Astronomical Observatory in Hanle, Ladakh, offers the best
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atmospheric conditions through which to transmit data for a satellite-based QKD
system.

HFEET 2024 7 Ueh EYAA A, WA HJHUTA HEATA, SITf% & M3t &F R
forar 1 gier, egrE # BT ARAT WMEAENT FEreATaT Fared 39g Jrenka QKD
yorrelt & v et giaffie e & v qed 3res agwse aRfPufaat vsare #<c 1

The paper’s lead author Satya Ranjan Behera said the beam distance would be 500
km.

S U & THW D Hed I qe o el fob dter v gl 500 et gl

Does QKD have drawbacks?
FIT QKD & F& JHUTT 872

QKD on paper can be different from that in the real-world.
QKD #ETST W 3eldl &1 el ¢ 3R aafas gfaar & @i g devar &

This is why the U.S. National Security Agency has recommended the use of post-
guantum cryptography rather than quantum cryptography.

T HROT § o Zow. e R vl @ Faren fFeehamdr & oy ave-FaeH
frcetamdy & 3uter i RAwRer i gl

Its criticism is focused on five technical limitations:
SHPT AT 9T dehaiehl TAT W Figd &
o “QKD does not provide a means to authenticate the QKD transmission
source”;

“QKD FId &1 JHATOThdT YHTOIT el T hIs LIl el Ul T g7

“Since QKD is hardware-based, QKD networks can’t be upgraded or patched

easily”;

“TfF QKD FTEAIR-ATUTRA &, QKD Aeaerdy &l 3= & 319z a1 S 78T fmam

ST Hehdl”;

o “QKD increases infrastructure costs and insider threat risks that eliminate
many use cases from consideration”;

“QKD SeWHReFaIR AT 3R aRE @Rl & SAEAT F deldl & Sif 5 3TANT
AHA H IR & geT T ¢
o “The actual security provided by a QKD system is not the theoretical

unconditional security from the laws of physics... but rather the more limited
security that can be achieved by hardware and engineering designs”;

“Teh QKD fAFEH caRT veleT T 915 areciiaeh et Hifchl & el & 9red
3R SSNfeaReT Borsat egrT red fFaT ST Fehar 87

o And since eavesdroppers can cause a transmission to stop, they can deny the
use of a transmission by its intended users (a.k.a. a denial-of-service attack).

AR i G @ FoIa 1 Th TR @I Aoh Fohdd 8, I $Hh siend

O
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IYNIRATIHT SaRT CATHYT & TN A ARR Tohd & (3F AT FT FAPR

g |

e The no-cloning theorem of quantum physics also disallows quantum information from
being amplified to compensate for losses during transmission.

Fared SIfAR FTA-F cloning RAARF oY FacH TARRT F TATANT F SR
THAAT T FAS FA & [T Joled T ATl &

Why have Manipur SITs made little progress?

What is the situation on the ground? What are the Supreme Court directions for the special

investigation teams? When is the next hearing scheduled? What are the offences the SITs are

looking into? Why is it difficult to hold trials in the State?

IGS Paper lllI: Internal
[Security

The story so far:
report accessed by The Hindu shows
that the special investigation teams
(SIT), set up by the Supreme Court to
investigate cases of rape, sexual
offences against women, murder, loot, and
arson in ethnic violence-hit Manipur, have filed
chargesheets only in a fraction of the cases.

When were the SITs set up?
On August 7, 2023, a Supreme Court bench led
by former Chief Justice of India D.Y.
Chandrachud constituted 42 SITs to probe 6,523
first information reports (FIRs) pertaining to
violent crimes, including sexual offences, which
were reported in Manipur from May 3 to July 30,
2023. The cleaning of records brought down the
number of FIRs to 3,023. Since people were
displaced from their homes, many filed zero
FIRs at police stations in Manipur or even
outside the State as they could not travel to the
concerned police station fearing for their safety.
Zero FIRs are filed irrespective of jurisdiction
and are later transferred to the police station.
The SIT submits a status report every month
to the Supreme Court. On December 9, 2024,
the court directed the Manipur government to
provide details of buildings and properties
which were burnt, partially burnt, looted and

There are
concerns
about holding
the trial in
the State due
to the
ongoing
ethnic
violence
between the
two
communities

Cry for justice: Women protesting in Guwahati in November 2024 against the
killing of three women and three children in Manipur’s Jiribam. PTI

trespassed during the ethnic violence. The next
date of hearing is January 20.

What does the status report say?

The Hindu accessed a status report of the SIT
investigations dated November 20, 2024. It
showed that the 42 SITs have filed chargesheets
in only 6% of the total 3,023 registered cases.
Chargesheets, the police summary of
allegations, pertaining to various crimes have
been filed only in 192 cases.

From August 2023, when the SITs were
constituted, till November 20 this year, the
teams arrested 384 persons, identified 742
suspects and examined 11,901 witnesses. As
many as 574 accused persons have been
chargesheeted so far. The report stated that the
SIT is investigating 126 cases of murders and
2,888 cases of loot, arson and other property
crimes. A closure report has been filed in 605
cases due to a lack of evidence and witnesses.
The SIT has recovered 501 weapons, 13,464
ammunition, and 412 magazines among others
so far. Overall, the Manipur Police have
recovered around 1,800 looted weapons so far.

What is the composition of the SIT?

Based on the recommendation of the Manipur
government, the Supreme Court said the cases
should be bundled under three categories —
FIRs related to murder and heinous crimes,
sexual crimes against women, and other crimes
such as loot, arson etc. The charter of the SITs
was distributed accordingly, and the teams were
further divided into six groups, one each to
probe cases of murders, heinous crime and
rape, and sexual offences against women, and
four groups to probe cases of arson, looting and
other crimes.

A Superintendent of Police-rank officer
deputed by the Union Ministry of Home Affairs
was tasked with supervising three SITs each
which comprise two inspectors, six
sub-inspectors and 12 constables.

What did the court say?

On July 20, 2023, after a video of two tribal
Kuki-Zo women being paraded naked by a mob
surfaced on social media, the Supreme Court

called for reports indicating the steps taken by
the government to hold the perpetrators
accountable and ensure that such incidents are
not repeated. Though the incident occurred on
May 4, 2023, the case was filed in July, after the
video went viral.

On August 1, 2023, the State informed the
court that 11 FIRs involving cases of violence
against women and children had been filed,
though this was subject to further verification.
Seven arrests were made in connection with
these 11 FIRs, the State informed the court. The
Centre said the State was willing to transfer the
11 cases to the Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI). The sexual violence case of the two
women was transferred to the CBI along with
other cases. Expressing dismay at the “tardy
pace of investigation,” the court constituted a
three-member committee headed by Justice Gita
Mittal, former Chief Justice of the J&K High
Court. The mandate of the committee is to
enquire into the nature of violence against
women that occurred in Manipur from May 4,
2023, from all available sources and the FIRs
lodged as well as media reports.

The court also appointed Dattatray
Padsalgikar, former Director General of Police,
Maharashtra to supervise the investigation by
the CBI into the FIRs transferred to it and the
investigation into the remaining FIRs.

What are the challenges?

A senior government official says there are
several logistical issues hampering the
investigation. For recording the statement of a
victim, language is a challenge as many officers
heading the investigating teams are from outside
the State. There have been instances when
victims have changed their phone numbers.
“Then, for an FIR registered in Imphal (valley), a
victim who hails from the hill districts, will not
want to speak to an officer from the valley — this
causes delays. The same is true for cases
registered in the hills when the victims are from
the valley,” said the official.

When will the cases go to trial?

The trial is yet to commence in any of the cases,
as a direction from the Supreme Court is
awaited. There are concerns about holding the
trial in the State due to the ongoing ethnic
violence. Even though the CBI filed a
chargesheet last October in a CBI court in
Guwahati in the sexual violence case of the two
Kuki-Zo women, the trial is yet to begin.

Why have Manipur SITs made little progress?

AT THITSE A gt FA garfa F4t Fr g2
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What is the situation on the ground? What are the Supreme Court
directions for the special investigation teams? When is the next
hearing scheduled? What are the offenses the SITs are looking into?
Why is it difficult to hold trials in theState?

el TR W Rufa Far 32 ey S gat & e g F1E & F
forder &2 ImTel Foaar$ Fa a7 T2 WIS e ATTAT B ST FT W@
¥ UsT A AFeA T FA AREA §2

Special Investigation Teams in Manipur
AforqT & ey S &9

e Avreport accessed by The Hindu shows that the special investigation teams (SIT), set
up by the Supreme Court to investigate cases of rape, sexual offences against
women, murder, loot, and arson in ethnic violence-hit Manipur, have filed
chargesheets only in a fraction of the cases.

g g carr ured vk RAE @ var Trorar & o gl i€ qarr afore & s ffar &
gHIiad Ferear, Afganat & Beme e 3rawrer, geam, g 3R 3merereit & AHA H S
& fow aifed ey s &9t (SIT) o Shael $o & AW & Arsieie g=T H

When were the SITs set up?
SITs T ST & fFAT AT UT?

e On August 7, 2023, a Supreme Court bench led by former Chief Justice of India D.Y.
Chandrachud constituted 42 SITs to probe 6,523 first information reports (FIRs)
pertaining to violent crimes, including sexual offences, which were reported in Manipur
from May 3 to July 30, 2023.

7 3 2023 I, Id AR F FET ~ArFefier N.a1§. Fgeg SarT Aed hv 70 gohar
FIE T A o 6,523 WATASAY (FIRs) &1 S o T 42 SITs 7 a1 o, St AFOqE &
3WE | 30 JaAT§ 2023 T o T gé e 3yt o ae afer sraRmer o eanfder & &
gafea o

e The cleaning of records brought down the number of FIRs to 3,023.

Reprs T s F 91¢ FIRs T &A1 3,023 T§ TS|

e Since people were displaced from their homes, many filed zero FIRs at police stations in
Manipur or even outside the State as they could not travel to the concerned police
station fearing for their safety.

feh ST 39 R @ faeia g 9w O, safav 3 &l F AR & g arEr ar
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U & aed SR FIRs &of aiars, aifh I 3796l GR&T & T & Fafta qiod Tt

de IMET G H a1 I A
e Zero FIRs are filed irrespective of jurisdiction and are later transferred to the police
station.

AR FIRs =amaiT 1 Wag e §ar gor & Jer § 3k a6 7 Fefd gfow v
& @i & s g

e The SIT submits a status report every month to the Supreme Court.
SIT & A Fgohar AE 1 el Raré dtae 3

e On December 9, 2024, the court directed the Manipur government to provide details of
buildings and properties which were burnt, partially burnt, looted, and trespassed
during the ethnic violence. The next date of hearing is January 20.

9 e 2024 F1 3feTeld & AR WHR I ST AT & GR1eT Farw T, 3fdrF w7
¥ Fame T, qE A, 3R fawfAa sraet i gufal @ faawer gerne aer @ der
fear| 3rerell gotars v ARy 20 ST g

What does the status report say?
Rufa R & Far ver 7 32

e The Hindu accessed a status report of the SIT investigations dated November 20,
2024.

g g a SIT St i Rafa Rt 20 Fgaw 2024 1 ARG & Ay 9o ham|

o It showed that the 42 SITs have filed chargesheets in only 6% of the total 3,023
registered cases.

Rate & fem@rar arar o 42 SITs & el 3,023 USliFd AR H & Shdol 6% HH &
arsiefie R A

e Chargesheets, the police summary of allegations, pertaining to various crimes have
been filed only in 192 cases.

s et & Fefed arstefiew, g @Rt 3RIGt &7 GRIeT, shael 192 AT
arRI T S §l

e From August 2023, when the SITs were constituted, till November 20, the teams
arrested 384 persons, identified 742 suspects, and examined 11,901 witnesses.

HIFA 2023, SIS SITs T ST EIT AT, § AN 20 AGER b, AT o 384 SARFeral 1
PRTar e, 742 wfeeat fr ggarer 6, 31 11,901 @) Hr s $
e As many as 574 accused persons have been chargesheeted so far.

39 T 574 IR safFaat #r aweic s g g

e The report stated that the SIT is investigating 126 cases of murders and 2,888 cases
of loot, arson and other property crimes.

Rale 7 &gr = & SIT 33 T 126 gemsit & aAwTal 31 2,888 g, JMrsE 3R
g FOfY IRt ST WA L
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A closure report has been filed in 605 cases due to a lack of evidence and witnesses.
605 ATHET H FaloR RO gRR T 715 § Fifh gaiea @ 3R @aw =67 )

The SIT has recovered 501 weapons, 13,464 ammunition, and 412 magazines among
others so far.

319 de SIT o 501 RAR, 13,464 Mameary, 31X 412 Frefie 3nfe A T )

Overall, the Manipur Police have recovered around 1,800 looted weapons so far.

ol TR, AT gfaw 319 e 978797 1,800 & 71§ §FAART & s_I#Aq O TH &

What is the composition of the SIT?
SIT &1 EIGAT F4T 872

Based on the recommendation of the Manipur government, the Supreme Court said
the cases should be bundled under three categories — FIRs related to murder and
heinous crimes, sexual crimes against women, and other crimes such as loot,
arson, etc.

AR FIR A1 AR T, gA FE A Fgr & Aet S dia Afogr § qrer sme
—gear A gia st & wEfta FIRs, ARenst & Reme dle sy, 3R sy
3T S o[C, WISt TS|

The charter of the SITs was distributed accordingly, and the teams were further divided
into six groups, one each to probe cases of murders, heinous crime and rape, and
sexual offences against women, and four groups to probe cases of arson, looting,
and other crimes.

SITs &I °EY 38T TAR fadRa fohar mm, 3R Eat 1 og gt A aier o, St
s 1 g, giotd Iy IR Fareswr, AR Afgenst & @are dla s &
AT T AT F & v feAeR o a3, 3R AR weggh @ e, g, 3R
3 T AT S A F v g v )

Supervision of SITs
SITs &#r AR

A Superintendent of Police-rank officer deputed by the Union Ministry of Home
Affairs was tasked with supervising three SITs, each comprising two inspectors, six
sub-inspectors, and 12 constables.

AT I§ FHAOT @ g gforw arefierYeE & HfUedr H e SITs i e
A H HII Ay 27 71, Fad s dF A7 Q) e, o 3u-Ades, 3k 12
FECTA I ¢

What did the court say?
3eTld o FIAT HEr?
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e OnJuly 20, 2023, after a video of two tribal Kuki-Zo women being paraded naked by a
mob surfaced on social media, the Supreme Court called for reports indicating the
steps taken by the government to hold the perpetrators accountable and ensure that
such incidents are not repeated.

20 FAT§ 2023 F1, Toh A THAA 31 & are fSwad ar nfeard FHhr-a Afgene v
M5 T 9T gATS ST T 2, AR S |verer #AfFA R IR g3, FhA FE A
Raiéa &1 #Aer 7, 6T THR @R ARt # FFAer sgta 3R I8 garked
Il o foIU 381T 9T HeAr o Faor g foh 0T geae i & o &l

e Though the incident occurred on May 4, 2023, the case was filed in July, after the video
went viral.

gTeliteh U ©ealT 4 AS 2023ﬁ§§2ﬁ,ms_ﬁr¢ﬁaﬁmw,aﬁaﬁ%ﬁw

83|

. an August 1, 2023, the State informed the court that 11 FIRs involving cases of
violence against women and children had been filed, though this was subject to
further verification.

1 30T 2023 I, AT o JeTerd T giad har T Afgenst 3N aeai & Wore e
¥ G 11 FIRs g &1 a5 off, grefifeh SHPT MY i Fearaa ufshar el & A

e Seven arrests were made in connection with these 11 FIRs, the State informed the
court.

TS o 3feTad & giad far & 8 11 FIRs & d9¢ & ard RReariRar $r o)

e The Centre said the State was willing to transfer the 11 cases to the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI).

Fg A FeT o T 11 AT 1 F41T ST G (CBI) I FAEAART A & T R
|

e The sexual violence case of the two women was transferred to the CBI along with
other cases.

2T AR o1 I BT T ATHAT 3T ATHAT & 1Y CBI I TAHTART T fear
IT|

o Expressing dismay at the "tardy pace of investigation,” the court constituted a three-
member committee headed by Justice Gita Mittal, former Chief Justice of the J&K
High Court.

St Y et afey o AT SO A gU, JeTerd A frer e, g9 e, AR FeAR
Fod ST AT JATT AU eaRT Aded U 70 dier gewdg FfAfa &1 saeT
fRam|

e The mandate of the committee is to enquire into the nature of violence against women
that occurred in Manipur from May 4, 2023, from all available sources and the FIRs
lodged as well as media reports.

AfAfd @1 S AT F 4 AF 2023 F YE gl arell Afgenait & @eme oS Tawma
AT ST HAT g, I 3T Wal AR g7 FIRs & @r-ary Afsar Raréa A
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The court also appointed Dattatray Padsalgikar, former Director General of Police,
Maharashtra to supervise the investigation by the CBI into the FIRs transferred to it and
the investigation into the remaining FIRs.

37ETeld & g eHTaditaT, d AgRrSe yfaw Agifaders, &l CBI qaRT TR
FIRs & ST 3N &Rt FIRs Y S &l IRl &t & fow fagerd foha

What are the challenges?
getfaat #ar 8

A senior government official says there are several logistical issues hampering the
investigation.

Teh IS SN AR & Tl F ST & F3 difoiecd FATIATT 31T LT &l
For recording the statement of a victim, language is a challenge as many officers
heading the investigating teams are from outside the State.

T NEAT 1 TAH of el F AT a1 vk ol § =i w8 ARy S s
&AL &I Aiged A W 8, ATST & TR ¢

There have been instances when victims have changed their phone numbers.

T 30T ¢ § SI9 difgdl o 39+ B A s foT g

“Then, for an FIR registered in Imphal (valley), a victim who hails from the hill
districts, will not want to speak to an officer from the valley — this causes delays. The

same is true for cases registered in the hills when the victims are from the valley,” said
the official.

"R, Teh STl (A1) H g1 FIR & T, T difsar St ggrd et @ &, ag ardr ¥ Ry
NPT & I 6T Hell dTgell - ST o gl ol JET AT 9grEr gament # gof
AHAT & T § J9 AfzT oy @ 8 &, 3l & Fan

When will the cases go to trial?
AHS F I H ATTN?

The trial is yet to commence in any of the cases, as a direction from the Supreme Court
is awaited.

fordly off FHS # e 3T T YE AL I &, Fieh A FIEF fager &1 g
gl

There are concerns about holding the trial in the State due to the ongoing ethnic
violence.

TSI H TS I A I A Tl T AT G/ F dRoT R_ear a1 EF
gl

Even though the CBI filed a chargesheet last October in a CBI court in Guwahati in
the sexual violence case of the two Kuki-Zo women, the trial is yet to begin.
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glelifeh CBI o 3raFgal & JEEIE & CBIFIEH clal Fehr-ait Afgenait & ey Far aAwrar

grerefie eI &1 o, eI

Why are some
packaged foods
under a cloud?

What did the nutritional profiling of
some convenience foods reveal? Are
labelling regulations being flouted?

GS Paper II: Health
Sector

The story so far:
study of 432 convenience food products,
in five categories — idli mixes, breakfast
cereals, porridge mixes, beverage mixes,
soup mixes — and extruded (‘puffed’ or
‘expanded’) snacks, has found that a majority of
these ready-to-eat/packaged food products are
high in carbohydrates.

Who conducted the study?

The study, ‘Assessment of front and back of pack
nutrition labels of selected convenience food
products and snacks available in the Indian
market’ by Shobana Shanmugam et al, was
published in Plos One. Researchers with
Chennai-based Madras Diabetes Research
Foundation, the Indian Council of Medical
Research-National Institute of Nutrition and the
University of Reading, the U.K. were involved. It
aimed to evaluate the nutritional profiles and
claims of selected convenience food products
and snacks in the Indian market and also
measured their healthiness.

The nutritional profiling of the foods was
conducted based on the Food Safety and
Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) claims
regulations, after evaluating the nutritional
information on the front and back of pack labels
of the selected food items. Only the nutritional
content claims related to protein, dietary fibre,
fat, sugar and cholesterol were evaluated in this
study. The healthiness was assessed using a
nutritional traffic light system.

319 TR YE AE g3 &

‘What did the study find?
In essence, the study found that while most of
the products could fall under the ‘healthy’ or
‘moderately healthy” categories, except extruded
snacks, most of the products provided over 70%
of the energy from carbohydrates, while
extruded snacks provided over 47% of the energy
from fat. The energy distribution from protein
was found to be
less than 15%.

All convenience
food products that

Experts say warning
labels must be specific.
For instance, those

- with hypertension can $:rz!ﬁgg Eﬁsmd
avoid food labelled as carbohydrate

‘high sodium,” while content. While
those with diabetes can beverage mixes had
avoid high sugar foods  the highest

carbohydrate
content (35.5g to 95g/100g), extruded snacks had
the highest total fat content (mean 28.3+7.5
£/100g), and the highest saturated fatty acid
(SFA) content (mean 11.0+4.5 g/100g). The
beverage mixes were found to be high in sugar
content. The soup mixes had high sodium levels
with poor protein and dietary fibre content. The
idli mixes had high protein content and were
largely sugar free. The study also found that
despite FSSAI's packaging and labelling
regulations requiring products to display the
minimum nutritional information for energy,
protein, carbohydrate, sugar, and total fat as
“per 100 g” or “100 ml” or “per serving” of the
product on the label, only certain breakfast
cereals and some beverages widely disclosed the
concept of per-serving information. Further,
some products that claimed to contain whole
grains did not display them in the ingredient list
and these claims may be misleading to the
consumer, it noted.

‘What are the issues around food labelling?
For years, activists have been advocating for
front-of-pack labelling that has warning labels
indicating high fat, sugar and sodium. “We want
the warning labels to be specific, so, for instance,
a customer with hypertension can avoid food
labelled as *high sodium’ or a customer with
diabetes can avoid high sugar foods,” said
Vandana Prasad, a public health professional.

Lead author of the paper and senior scientist
at Madras Diabetes Research Foundation Dr.
Shanmugam said the present labelling system
was not uniform, and customers could find it
hard to understand.

How are changing diet patterns affecting
health?
As per the household consumption expenditure
survey 202223, Indians are now spending more
on processed food, beverages, and refreshments.
Experts have highlighted this changing diet is
a huge contributing factor to the staggering
burden of non-communicable diseases in the
country. The Economic Survey of India this year,
citing the Indian Council of Medical Research’s
dietary guidelines, noted that 56.4% of the total
disease burden in India is due to unhealthy diets.
Not only do excessive carbohydrates in the
diet place a strain on the pancreas, therefore
increasing one’s risk for type 2 diabetes, but
other chemicals in processed food can increase
the risk of ailments such as fatty liver as well,
said Nihal Thomas, senior professor, Department
of Endocrinology, Diabetes and Metabolism,
Christian Medical College, Vellore. R.M. Anjana,
managing director of Dr. Mohan'’s Diabetes
Specialities Centre, Chennai, who was part of the
study, reiterated the importance of reading food
labels and avoiding processed food as much as
possible.
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Why are some packaged foods under a cloud?

$6 s @Wgy 9o Hig F W H F4 §2

What did the nutritional profiling of some convenience foods reveal?
Are labelling regulations being flouted?

Study of Convenience Food Products
glaueas @y cumel F HeIaT

A study of 432 convenience food products, in five categories — idli mixes, breakfast
cereals, porridge mixes, beverage mixes, soup mixes — and extruded (‘puffed’ or
‘expanded’) snacks, found that a majority of these ready-to-eat/packaged food
products are high in carbohydrates.

432 YRAUTSTaT WG 3cqTaT i EATeT, o AR 7 — ggelt A, sFwree
Wrew, e i, sater Bew, gu T — iR veagss (‘e ar ‘oaadse))
g — o 97T fF 597 HFR R @ NeaEes weg 3cuEl A FEfEic f
AT AAE B

Who conducted the study?
redre fras famar?

The study, ‘Assessment of front and back of pack nutrition labels of selected
convenience food products and snacks available in the Indian market’ by Shobana
Shanmugam et al, was published in Plos One.

AT, AT GRUSs g 309t IR FFw F 4F F gwa AR S F dor
AT FT AT, ST HRAT SGIR H 3T g, MAT AHIA AR 3eTeh Feahiaar

@R feham a1 2T, 3R FE Plos One # FhIRIA g3

Researchers from Chennai-based Madras Diabetes Research Foundation, the
Indian Council of Medical Research-National Institute of Nutrition, and the
University of Reading, U.K. were involved.

Aeers Foud Ao SRS Rad wEses, ard RfFcar seqaue aRweg-wsd
qryor FET, 3T gfaafddr e S, 1&. & et F swed e fomm
The study aimed to evaluate the nutritional profiles and claims of selected

convenience food products and snacks in the Indian market and also measured their
healthiness.

TGS T 36T YA FlauTolelsh @i 3cdial AR Fiord & NYoT NH1ger 3R
qTal &7 HodTehe! AT AT 3R WY & 3eTeh TARELATHE §lel ol 3MTeholel e AT
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e The nutritional profiling of the foods was conducted based on the Food Safety and
Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) claims regulations, after evaluating the
nutritional information on the front and back of pack labels of the selected food
items.

Qe 31T &l Nor NeTs e SR @eg gRam 3 AwF it (FSSAN &
gral & fAgAr & IR ) fRar @, ad aafad @y amseAr & 4% & @ 3R
& F AqT T AT SThRT T Hediehel fohdT a72T|

e Only the nutritional content claims related to protein, dietary fibre, fat, sugar, and
cholesterol were evaluated in this study.

T YA H hdo W, R B’ gaT, e, 3R Fawera & afag qwor s
& G FT Hedichel fohdT 1T
e The healthiness was assessed using a nutritional traffic light system.

TIELYTHHAT T Hodisht qror efpa arge fved &1 39dler aas frar arm

What did the study find?
AT & FAT IIT?

e The study found that while most of the products could fall under the ‘healthy’ or
‘moderately healthy’ categories, except extruded snacks, most of the products
provided over 70% of the energy from carbohydrates, while extruded snacks provided
over 47% of the energy from fat.

eI A g foh Sefeh TR 3cUTG “FI€Y AT ‘HEIH TI€T AT0™AT # 37 Hehd &,
TFHEET TAFH FI BISH, ATURIA 3cTE 70% & 317AF Folt Frafggded & ured Hd
g, STafe varEss wiFd 47% & s Fot qar ¥ uied Hd &

e The energy distribution from protein was found to be less than 15%.
WET & AT T fTdAR0T 15% & A 91T 3147

e All convenience food products that the study tested were rich in carbohydrate
content.

sl glaurses @eg 3cure, [Seg 3y § wur a7 o, FEfesse AHA A Gy
|

e While beverage mixes had the highest carbohydrate content (35.5g to 95g/100g),
extruded snacks had the highest total fat content (mean 28.3+£7.5 g/100g), and the
highest saturated fatty acid (SFA) content (mean 11.0+4.5 g/1009).

Stafeh daver Aed 7 ge@ af9s Fwrefersge Al O (35.5g & 959/100g), TFHESS
Ty & Fol 0T WA TG e o (3t 28.3+7.5 g/100g), 3R HeJoe FHT IHFeT
(SFA) Il g8 31fe off (3fkaa 11.0+4.5 g/100g)|

e The beverage mixes were found to be high in sugar content.

NS AFw 7 At A #AE 30F g TS

e The soup mixes had high sodium levels with poor protein and dietary fibre content.

qu fAFw & 9iftgw T afew or 3 sue e 3k 3meR wIeR i AT Fa A
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o The idli mixes had high protein content and were largely sugar free.
gsell e & W & 3= A A 3R FE SR Dot qFT A

o Despite FSSAI's packaging and labelling regulations requiring products to display the
minimum nutritional information for energy, protein, carbohydrate, sugar, and total
fat as “per 100 g” or “100 mlI” or “per serving” on the label, only certain breakfast
cereals and some beverages widely disclosed the concept of per-serving information.

FSSAI & $&faier st Aafeer gt & amasE, e scael &1 Fa1, N, FEfEsse,
Hielt, 3R Fer AT hT FYATH YT SATTHRY T odel 9T “100g” AT “100mI” I1 “gfex
i & 9 & @l 1 IJEThaT §, Fao FS IFHRE VNI AR Fo davaq o
A% ¥ ¥ 9fd A& AR T Seor@ haT|

e Further, some products that claimed to contain whole grains did not display them in the
ingredient list, and these claims may be misleading to the consumer.

$8h 37elldl, $© 3cural o qof AT gl T arar o, Afehet & @t g & 58
Yefd T8 a2, 3R T g 3uHiTFdr H HTHE T Thd ol

Issues around Food Labelling
ey Aafder § I3 A

e For years, activists have been advocating for front-of-pack labelling that has warning
labels indicating high fat, sugar, and sodium.

aut &, FRIFAT be-3Th-Ua Aafaer F1 gada & © &, T Aargedr deaga &, 3
f qar, A=, 3R @f3gH F Sfa Fa gl
¢ “We want the warning labels to be specific, so, for instance, a customer with

hypertension can avoid food labelled as ‘high sodium’ or a customer with diabetes
can avoid high sugar foods,” said Vandana Prasad, a public health professional.

“§H T8 ¢ o ddiael) dad fafdrse &f, a1fer, 3eetor & fov, greuveers arer Igs ‘I
QST arel Wiey verdt § a9 §d 7 AYAT a1 ATgen A el arer Wie gt
T 99 &, gl aeaT YHIE o, Ueh Hidollaleh T 9AaT |

e Lead author of the paper and senior scientist at Madras Diabetes Research
Foundation Dr. Shanmugam said the present labelling system was not uniform, and
customers could find it hard to understand.

T o WHE o@F AR A sfediet REd wEsee & ass danfas st awgaa o
FET T IAATT oIaTolaT JOTel HAWT T8 &, 3R TEH 30 A # Fioars Agqy FX
Thd gl

How are changing diet patterns affecting health?
TSl PR HTEd FARLT 9T FF 3T 31 W 82

e As perthe household consumption expenditure survey 2022-23, Indians are now
spending more on processed food, beverages, and refreshments.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

TR 3TSHNT I FARTOT 2022-23 & 3[R, 379 HRAT 3o T T @ & THEFd

@Iy gerdt, 97 ggrdf, 3R g9« @
o Experts have highlighted that this changing diet is a huge contributing factor to the
staggering burden of non-communicable diseases in the country.

AT ¥ 50 Ieard IER FI U F IR-THAF NARIT F fI2Ter 1T o7 U 37
ARl ST g

e The Economic Survey of India this year, citing the Indian Council of Medical
Research’s dietary guidelines, noted that 56.4% of the total disease burden in India
is due to unhealthy diets.

58 Tl T e wferor H, AR RfFar s aRwg F ameR Ranfadan
gATel 4 €T, J€ Jeoid R 9127 & HRA & St AN H1 ST 7 56.4% e
HTERY & HROT T

e Not only do excessive carbohydrates in the diet place a strain on the pancreas,
therefore increasing one’s risk for type 2 diabetes, but other chemicals in processed
food can increase the risk of ailments such as fatty liver as well, said Nihal Thomas,
senior professor, Department of Endocrinology, Diabetes and Metabolism, Christian
Medical College, Vellore.

3MER A HATAF FETEHIE A oo ARHFA W go19 3Ted &, A ey 2 AY#AT H
NEH Fgar &, Ifcw woeEpa @eg gardt # 307 TaEfas doa off a@r gFa R
ol SRt & SfEH &1 g1 TR §, St T fagrer gtaw, aftss dihey,

veifshaiidian, sfadS 3R Aceifosa amr, rRaas ARFT Fide, ded S a7

¢ R.M. Anjana, managing director of Dr. Mohan’s Diabetes Specialities Centre,

Chennai, who was part of the study, reiterated the importance of reading food labels
and avoiding processed food as much as possible.

R.M. 3ioT<T, 81. AlgT & SHRAT TAfAdST T, deels & TaY fAeerd, St 3rega
& BEAT 4, A W dad 9ga iR TS §Ha g b THEHd @IeT 9Grdf § a9 &
Hged I G|
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The spinner who shattered status-quo

Ravichandran Ashwin
After 537 Test wickets, a statistic that places him currently seventh in the all-time list, besides 3,503 runs and an ODI yield of 156 scalps, the 38-vear-old cricketer
called time on his international career

PCS
K.C. Vijaya Kumar

0 bowl spin is to pause,
reflect, tease and torment. It
is much akin to making a

move in chess, but in cricket
with its adrenaline streaks, the big
moments are often vested with batters
and fast bowlers. A massive six or
cartwheeling stumps makes a striking
impact and lends an impetus to
commentators to raise their voice and
heighten the hype. But there is beauty
in spin too, a seductive one that
strangles batters.

Itis in this realm that Ravichandran
Ashwin, ever the contrarian and one
who is forever questioning the
status-quo, made a mark as a great
off-spinner. While his deliveries
seemingly hung in the air for eternity
and drew perplexed batters to their
doom, time did fly and twilight
wrapped his storied career. After 537
Test wickets, a statistic that places him
currently seventh in the all-time list,
besides 3,503 runs and an ODI yield of
156 scalps, the 38-year-old called time
on his international career.

He made a quick announcement to
the media at Brisbane’s Gabba on
Wednesday. “I didn’t want to make this
about myself,” was his preamble before
he said: “Today will be the last day for
me as an international cricketer.”
Vacating the stage when he still had the
spark would not have been easy but
ageing limbs and a few young spinners
snapping at his heels may have pushed
him towards the exit door. Additionally,
he was not an instant selection overseas
when the team-management went for
the extra seamer and preferred a lone
spinner.

But like M.S. Dhoni, Ashwin is
hoping to be a regular in the Indian
Premier League (IPL) and fans will get
to see him in action for a while, even if
it will be in the yellow jersey of Chennai
Super Kings, and not in Indian whites
or the blue shade. When Ashwin
emerged through the ranks, fine-tuning
his craft in the tough TNCA league
while also coping with excess analysis
from a knowledgeable Tamil Nadu

cricketing fraternity, India still had
Harbhajan Singh doing his bit in the
slow art. Ashwin, however, caught the
eye through the IPL. Soon, he was part
of the Indian ODI squad and was a
member of Dhoni's team, which
claimed the 2011 World Cup at home.

Origin story

The origin story would not have been
easy. For a State that is high on cricket,
‘Tamil Nadu doesn’t have as many Ranji
Trophy titles as neighbouring
Karnataka or more pedigreed players
turning out for the national unit. If a
historical ambiguity in making the final
decisive step could be a bane, another
hurdle was the constant desire to
compare across eras.

At one point, the regular cliche
about Indian cricketers was that they
either could be wristy batters or
beguiling spinners. When Ashwin
surfaced at the highest level, he was
stepping into a series of massive shoes.
There was the famous spin-quartet of
Bishan Singh Bedi. B.S. Chandrasekhar,
Erapalli Prasanna and S.
Venkataraghavan, the last named also
hailing from Chennai, Ashwin’s
home-town. And then there were his
immediate predecessors: Anil Kumble
and Harbhajan.

These were legends with stirring
achievements adorning their resumes.
Comparisons were bound to occur and
during a 2011 tour of England, a
correspondent asked Ashwin if he felt
he was ready to replace Harbhajan,
who was in the concluding phase of his
career. On that distant cold day at the
Old Blighty, Ashwin handled a potential
landmine with deft hands, doused the
fires, mentioned that he was just
beginning but had confidence in his
skills and also reiterated his respect for
Harbhajan.

It was just a matter of time before
Ashwin became India’s number one
spinner. The signs of his talent and
resilience was evident in the IPL when
he would gladly bowl the opening over
to the likes of Chris Gayle. This was a
player who refused to take a step back.
Most cricketers make a splash in their

debut year before losing their way as
rival teams discover vulnerabilities and
keep twisting their knives into these
raw spots.

Ashwin, though, was made of steel.
He constantly reinvented himself,
adding new deliveries and also gifted a
cult status to the sodukku ball from
Chennai’s streets. Rechristened the
carrom ball which involved the
last-minute flick of the fingers at the

ILLUSTRATION: R. RAJESH

time of release, the ace spinner
befuddled his rivals. At one point he
was accused of doing too many
experiments while not using his stock
off-break often; he took this criticism
on the chin and strove for balance.

A restless and eager presence in
Indian team nets, Ashwin was never
averse to experiment. You could catch
him bowling some leg-spin and all this
came in handy when he mimicked the

The spinner who shattered status-quo

ot orasr aafeufa # ais far

After 537 Test wickets, a statistic that places him currently seventh in

bowling action of others at times.
Climbing through Chennai’s club
cricket with its undercurrent of
corporate rivalries, Ashwin leant on
the skills he had and the new ones he
acquired. It was a philosophy that held
him in good stead, be it playing in his
school - St. Bede’s, or as a boy in the
bylanes of Mambalam.

During his more than a decade-long

did India falter at home, once against
the visiting Englishmen in 2012 and
more recently against New Zealand.
Else, India remained a fortress and
one primary reason for this was the
genius of Ashwin. Even on
spin-friendly surfaces, control
and guile are important and
he had these in ample
measure,

With his engineering
background, it was no
surprise that Ashwin was

deeply analytical. He knew
' the rules of the game and if a

non-striker stepped out
prematurely, Ashwin had no
i qualms in whipping off the
J bails. Even as the world

! lapsed into the “spirit of the
| game’ debate, the spinner

was clear in his mind: if it is

a legitimate dismissal then
why are we even discussing this?
Ashwin the spinner always
overpowered Ashwin the batter in
terms of the perception sweepstakes.
But he was a fine batter and at times
had the languid charms of a VV.S.
Laxman, and six Test hundreds is a
testimony to his ability. Having started
as an opener before turning to spin,
that old talent remained intact within
his tall frame.

Always curious, it seemed organic
for Ashwin to step into the YouTube
space. His videos ranging from cricket
to movies, have struck a chord. One of
cricket’s greats is bound to have a
second wind, be it as a commentator or
coach. “To strive to be the best I can,”
has always been Ashwin’s motto, and
the coming years might reflect that all
over again.

stint with the national team, only twice

THE GIST

w

Ashwin constantly reinvented
himself, adding new deliveries
and also gifted a cult status to
the carrom ball from Chennai's
streets

w

During his more than a
decade-long stint with the
national team, only twice did
India falter at home, once
against the visiting Englishmen
in 2012 and more recently
against New Zealand

v
Ashwin the spinner always
overpowered Ashwin the batter
in terms of the perception
sweepstakes. But he was a fine
batter, and six Test hundreds is
a testimony to his ability

the all-time list, besides 3,503 runs and an ODI yield of 156 scalps, the
38-year-old cricketer called time on his international career
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537 ¢¥c fadrel & a1g, UF VAT ST S 3¢ qAAT A FAFMAF ot
H HIad TS WX T@AT &, S9& 3remar 3,503 3 3R 156 et &
THieadIT 3997 & FIY, 38 qulT fhFex A I ARG HRAT Fi
famer & fe=m

To Bowl Spin is to Pause
foaer dgarst FT=T A FhaT

e To bowl spinis to pause, reflect, tease, and torment.
TEUeT Jearall FIET I FhadT, AT IR e, RerT 3R WA FIET|

e Itis much akin to making a move in chess, but in cricket, with its adrenaline streaks,
the big moments are often vested with batters and fast bowlers.

IE g G IF YA A TH AT qo ST ¢, A R, et wgenfoe A1 v
TeY g &, 92 ol 3N Feadral 3N BEe afet & gid 2

e A massive six or cartwheeling stumps makes a striking impact and lends an impetus
to commentators to raise their voice and heighten the hype.

Ueh ST B! T IR U ¥ U YHTAT 3T STeidl & 3R oot &1 3raeit
3MaTST 3T e 3R 39T Soi & fav 9T = g1
e But there is beauty in spin too, a seductive one that strangles batters.

oifhet [T dicarslt 7 o e Higd &, T Algd S dedarsil dl HF HL Thsdl gl

Ravichandran Ashwin’s Impact
g sifRaa &1 wermg

¢ Ravichandran Ashwin, ever the contrarian, made a mark as a great off-spinner.
aicer 3ifaer, St gAer R @ €, v #gTel He-RaeR & &9 &7 vgare o1 g% &

o His deliveries seemingly hung in the air for eternity and drew perplexed batters to their
doom.

m@rﬁém&rﬁmﬁm?mmzﬁwm@mﬁ
3edch AT Fr IR Dradr o)

o After 537 Test wickets, placing him seventh in the all-time list, along with 3,503 runs
and an ODI yield of 156 scalps, the 38-year-old called time on his international
career.

537 ¢¥¢ RAFe & a1g, ot 3¢ it worw A Y F wiaar T Gerrar &, @ g 3503
T 3R ODI & 156 fahe, 38 auifT ARG o 37T FAWSET HRIAT I GATCT FIA T
GIyoT |

* He made a quick announcement to the media at Brisbane’s Gabba on Wednesday.

37giel SNEaeT & T H qUAR T AT & WA STedl =vom |
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“l didn’t want to make this about myself,” was his preamble before he said: “Today will
be the last day for me as an international cricketer.”

' S I G F FAE T e AT, TG SeAhT GFXATESAT AT, SHS &I 3e@id el
"3 AT AN RA T T IHaWsAT fhdFeT & &7 H|"

Vacating the stage when he still had the spark would not have been easy, but ageing
limbs and young spinners snapping at his heels may have pushed him towards the exit
door.

S 30 arg 30T of gee o, a9 HT SISAT AT AGT &IdT, difhel 387 Sad 39T 3R
$o gaT U & fS 3 & 3¢ TFYIT gIarst i1 3R vl T2

Additionally, he was not an instant selection overseas when the team-management
went for the extra seamer and preferred a lone spinner.

% 37TdT, Sd SIH JadeT 3faRed @A & v 3r 3R T 3o RueR &1
qrAfASar &, ar 3¢ Qg A dchTel IIT g1 THalT|

Like M.S. Dhoni, Ashwin hopes to be a regular in the Indian Premier League (IPL) and
will continue to be seen in action for a while in the yellow jersey of Chennai Super
Kings.

M.S. &ielt T TRE, 3asT Fr 371 ¢ fr ag = difd=ww e (IPL) 7 =afEa
f@emer odt 3R Fo AT & AT Iears R e A e s3lf 7 HAeer w @
&l

Origin Story
3cufa Y Hgrr

Ashwin emerged through the ranks, fine-tuning his craft in the tough TNCA league,
while coping with excess analysis from a knowledgeable Tamil Nadu cricketing
fraternity.

31RTe = EreaHie w3l Felm F IRSHT FA g, Th TR affieg ke

Mﬁmﬁammm@,hasmmﬁmﬁmﬁwl

When Ashwin surfaced at the highest level, India still had Harbhajan Singh doing his bit
in the slow art.

S 319 3ITIdH T W I, ARG 7 3y off gvorerer g efid dcars &ar &
39T ARG & & A

Ashwin caught the eye through the IPL and was soon part of the Indian ODI squad and
a member of Dhoni’s team that claimed the 2011 World Cup at home.

IR ¥ IPL & ATEIH & &I1oT hiva fhar 31 Siedl &Y ag AR ODI & &1
BEar 9o IR el Y A & G |, T8 2011 962 9 8 W Sidd H Thodr
gred &

Struggles and Comparisons
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o Tamil Nadu does not have as many Ranji Trophy titles as neighboring Karnataka, and
fewer pedigreed players turning out for the national team.

AfACATS & I TSIE Feleant foldel 0Tl ST f&ama et §, 3R g do & faw
A YqF e gera

e One major hurdle was the constant desire to compare across eras.
T v arer AT gt F e e T e s

e Ashwin stepped into massive shoes, following the legacy of the famous spin-quartet:

Bishan Singh Bedi, B.S. Chandrasekhar, Erapalli Prasanna, and S.
Venkataraghavan (also from Chennai).

HREA o 3 AT & FeA H FHeA W@, Ty dT-aqde 1 o &1 drefe
fram: faereT RAE 8, B.S. 9@, Wed! YW, 3 S. dhetraad (o & d=1s @
q)|

e There were also his immediate predecessors: Anil Kumble and Harbhajan.
3eTeh clcehlellel qaadi & rfarer el 3R gersret|

e Comparisons were bound to occur, and during a 2011 tour of England, a
correspondent asked Ashwin if he felt ready to replace Harbhajan.

qeeTe 8T g o, 3K 2011 g7els R & aRIeT, Teh Hargerar & 3RasT & gor f&
IE FUHT BT JTAEAIT %ol & foT IR AT F ¢

e Ashwin handled a potential landmine with deft hands, doused the fires, mentioned that
he was just beginning but had confidence in his skills and also reiterated his respect
for Harbhajan.

IR A 58 HHIfAT Hohe I FHATAT A FHTC, T FSA1S, IArAT o a8 37T 3T
W @ A ofheT 3¢ 79T Plerdl X fFeamd a1 3R 3l gxad & Ufa 379+ HTex
I geRIgRT |

Ashwin’s Journey to India’s Number One Spinner
HRGT FT HRA F A T P qa1a FT T

e It was just a matter of time before Ashwin became India’s number one spinner.

Ig AT F a1d A7 59 #RaA 9RT F A9 v YA 57 10|

e The signs of his talent and resilience were evident in the IPL, where he would gladly
bowl the opening over to the likes of Chris Gayle.

3oTeh wfars 3N Fgerelierar & Hahd IPL 7 ¥o¢ &, 57gT a8 @ ¥ frw A ol
JedldTsil I Ugel 3] H Igars Hd I

e This was a player who refused to take a step back.
Ig T Qe a7 S i geot ¥ SHI HIaT o7

e Most cricketers make a splash in their debut year before losing their way as rival teams
discover vulnerabilities and exploit them.
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AT foheheT 37TeT S ATl A AR Tedel I &, Afehel a1 &H JeTepr I
Hewh STl § it gfdgded! S SoTehl FHSANRET I GohT 3eTehl BIIGT 331! o

e Ashwin, though, was made of steel.

AfeheT 3T FaT & a1 |

e He constantly reinvented himself, adding new deliveries and giving the sodukku ball
from Chennai’s streets a cult status.

3oglel odR 319 3T F 7 ¥ AR Far, 73 et [/fgar # 3gamr ik
deeis T Hshl A Wgad dieT 1 v RAfse Fufa &

e The carrom ball, involving the last-minute flick of the fingers at the time of release,
befuddled his rivals.

T dter, forwst Reltst & @A 3iEqfordt &1 3l g &1 Tk giam 8, o 3o
gidedeiadr sl 3efem f&am

e At one point, he was accused of doing too many experiments while not using his stock
off-break often; he took this criticism on the chin and strove for balance.

Teh GHT W, 37 W TS TAWT Ha Al 3RYT o[IR—AT 3T STdfeh dg 319eiT QTEROT
-8 & 3FAT 3UAT AGT H F; 3o61al 39 JHTelrdaT I Tl R Hegeret 1 3R
<l

Restless Experimenter and Learner
T gaerERar it dHws aren

e Avrestless and eager presence in Indian team nets, Ashwin was never averse to
experiment.

HRAT & & icd & Ueh ael 3R 3cA@r 39T, g wely o 9T et &
FHAAT AT

e You could catch him bowling some leg-spin, and all this came in handy when he
mimicked the bowling action of others at times.

mﬁﬂ-ﬁqﬂﬁwﬁwﬁ@a@mﬁ,mwﬂﬁﬁ%mm—w“
3egiel gERI i dearsll T FAarel H A dgE FH 3T

e Climbing through Chennai’s club cricket, with its undercurrent of corporate rivalries,
Ashwin leaned on the skills he had and the new ones he acquired.

deets & Foq e A, orasl raRe afavqute it off, 31fRae & 3rva arw Alsg Hlerer

IR FT et W AR T

e This philosophy held him in good stead, be it playing in his school — St. Bede’s, or as a
boy in the bylanes of Mambalam.

Wa@hﬁmwmﬁwmgaﬂ,aﬁagmw-ﬁt
diz@ A Qo g, Ir AqaA AT Al H TH d5dh & ¥ H|

Ashwin’s Impact on Indian Cricket
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IRIT FT IRAT b W g9T

During his more than a decade-long stint with the national team, only twice did India
falter at home: once against England in 2012 and more recently against New Zealand.

TS EF & /Y 3791 §H A @ 70F & FRA A, W o el & IR e Aol
W Bl S HHAT fHAT: Teh R 2012 # 57els & T@ellh 3N g1l & H ~gelieds &
e

Else, India remained a fortress, and one primary reason for this was the genius of
Ashwin.

3T, R T It 91 TeT, 3R 38 7T FROM H q Teh AT 3HRaA 1 gfaws|

Even on spin-friendly surfaces, control and guile are important, and Ashwin had these
in ample measure.

Igl s o Feaer-Shselt gl oX o, fraraor 3k aqurs #ecaqot §, 3K 3ifRas & aw 3
wATed AT H A

With his engineering background, it was no surprise that Ashwin was deeply
analytical.

39 getifaraRer geassfd & a1y, I8 @IS IMRTd & oI AGT A o 3RE Ty
fareaworca® 1

He knew the rules of the game, and if a non-striker stepped out prematurely, Ashwin
had no qualms in whipping off the bails.

g W & At #F JAed J, 3R IS P ATT-FEEHT SToc! del feleheld, ar 3
P Jails geTel H HIS Tprd el AT

Even as the world lapsed into the ‘spirit of the game’ debate, the spinner was clear in
his mind: if it is a legitimate dismissal, then why are we even discussing this?

Stafeh gfaar @ear 1 staer W 9gH R W A, IR & A7 7 TI¢ a1 IS Ig U
3 am3ed, O §F 3@ WX Tl FT W W} 872

Ashwin the All-Rounder
IRGT: IATT-IEN

Ashwin the spinner always overpowered Ashwin the batter in terms of the perception
sweepstakes.

IR & &7 F 31Ras7 gAm deddiar & &7 # 31RgT T 9gaT I, WIS YR &
IREIERE:T

But he was a fine batter and at times had the languid charms of a V.V.S. Laxman, with
six Test hundreds to his name.

JfheT I8 U UTTER Tooldiel F 3R Fafi-aaly 359 91T V.V.S. A&AT HT T 3THYr
oY, 3R 3% ATH W BF T ad® U

Having started as an opener before turning to spin, that old talent remained intact within
his tall frame.
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foueT Fgarsh & 3= & gl U HYe & &9 H BT el & 16, 96 Yo Fiaer
3eTch ofell She-hrol H dar T@rl

Ashwin’s Curiosity and Future
ARG f Sramar sk sfasy

e Always curious, it seemed organic for Ashwin to step into the YouTube space.
gAR ey, 3R & T Jgd@ ¥ A FigH @A TGS Tl g3

e His videos, ranging from cricket to movies, have struck a chord.
3oTch IfSaT, S Rdhe & oo oAl doh o T IR gid §, o aen & el Siar|

e One of cricket’s greats is bound to have a second wind, be it as a commentator or
coach.

forche & #gl faenfsal & & T FF Teh 737 3G [Acl I GHGT §, I8 a8
TNRTT W FACT S T H g ATPT F T H|

e “To strive to be the best | can,” has always been Ashwin’s motto, and the coming years
might reflect that all over again.

# S F THAT §, 3W TIATS T T HIA FA," gAA AT F 3G @
3R 3T AT wrel A ¥E R & RwE & @k B
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Rebels with a cause

Syrian Democratic Forces

The Kurdish militia of Syria’s northeast is caught between an Islamist regime in Damascus and a
hostile Turkey across the border

IGS Paper II: West Asia |
Stanly Johny

hen civil war
w broke out in Sy-
ria in 2011, one

of the first things Bashar al-
Assad’s regime did was to
pull back troops from the
country’s north-east so
that they could defend the
heartland against militias.
This gave an opportunity
to Syria’s Kurds, the coun-
try’s largest ethnic minori-
ty who make up some 10%
of its population, to esta-
blish a de facto autono-
mous government in the
region. In 2012, they esta-
blished the Autonomous
Administration of North
and East Syria, also known
as Rojava. In late 2015, the
new administration for-
mally established an
armed wing called the Syr-
ian Democratic Forces
(SDF). In the subsequent
years, the SDF would
emerge as a highly effec-
tive ground force in the
war against the Islamic
State (IS) in the region.
After Mr. Assad crushed
most of his enemies by
2016-17, with help from
Russia, Iran and Hezbol-
lah, his government en-
tered into a detente with
the Rojava. The SDF did
not directly challenge Mr.
Assad’s authority. Mr. As-
sad’s regime did not recog-
nise the autonomous go-
vernment, but stopped
short of attacking the SDF.
There was tense stability.
Mr. Assad’s government
collapsed on December 8.
The Hayat Tahrir al-Sham
(HTS), formerly al-Qaeda’s
Syria branch, has now cap-
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tured Damascus. The HTS
is backed by Tiirkiye,
which sees the SDF as a ter-
rorist entity. The Kurds are
now caught between a pro-
Turkish Islamist group
that’s in power in Damas-
cus and a hostile Turkiye
across the border.

Kurds are often referred
to as “a people without a
state”. They are divided
among four countries —
Tiirkiye, Iraq, Syria and
Iran. In Iraq, they have en-
joyed autonomy ever since
the first Gulf war. In Tiirki-
ye, the Kurdistan Workers
Party (PKK) has been fight-
ing a bloody civil war
against the state for de-
cades. When the Syrian
Kurds established their
OWn autonomous govern-
ment and militia, Tirkiye
got alarmed because it
thought the empowerment
of Syrian Kurds would in-
variably strengthen the
Turkish Kurds.

The main political party
among Syrian Kurds was
the Democratic Union Par-
ty (PYD). The People’s Pro-
tection Units (YPG) was its
armed wing. Tiirkiye consi-
dered both the PYD and
the YPG as extended arms
of the PKK and designated

PHOTO: AFP
—

all of them as terrorist
organisations.

Battle against IS

The YPG assumed regional
prominence when the Is-
lamic State, which seized
eastern Syria’s Ragga and
Deir Ezour, turned to Ko-
bane, a Kurdish town on
the Turkish-Syrian border.

The YPG, backed by U.S.
air power, defeated the IS
in Kobane in 2015, which
marked the beginning of
the downfall of the IS’s ‘Ca-
liphate’, established across
Syria and Iraq. Tiirkiye, a
NATO ally of the U.S,
strongly opposed Ameri-
ca’s support for the YPG.

Later in 2015, the SDF
was created, with the YPG
being its core. Other small-
er Arab militias, who were
also threatened by the IS,
also signed up for the SDF.
Ever since, the SDF has act-
ed as the official military
wing of the Rojava.

In its battle against the
Islamic State, the SDF con-
tinued to get support from
the U.S. America still has
less than 1,000 troops in
Syria, in the name of fight-
ing terrorism, and they
coordinate with the SDF. In
2018 and 2019, Tiirkiye car-
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ried out limited military in-
cursions into Syria, aimed
at capturing SDF-held terri-
tories and creating a buffer
on the border. Tensions
flared up recently when
the HTS-led Islamist mili-
tants were advancing to-
wards Damascus. The Syr-
ian National Army (SNA), a
Turkish proxy and an ally
of the HTS, attacked the
SDF in the border region
and captured more
territories.

As Syria changes, the
SDF’s focus is on protect-
ing Kurdish autonomy.
Abu Mohammed al-Jolani,
Syria’s new ruler, has pro-
mised to respect the coun-
try’s diversity but said
nothing about Kurdish au-
tonomy. Tiirkiye, whose
hands have been streng-
thened by the fall of Mr. As-
sad’s regime, has demand-
ed demobilising the SDF.

Tiirkiye has also mobil-
ised troops along its bor-
der, triggering fears that it
was planning to launch
another incursion. The
SDF, caught between an
uncertain future and a
challenging present, says
the threat from Tiirkiye is
weakening its counter-ter-
ror operations. “The dan-
ger of an Islamic State re-
surgence has doubled ever
since Assad has fallen,”
says General Mazloum Ab-
di, an SDF commander
who led battles against the
jihadists in the past.
“Daesh (IS) has captured
weapons from retreating
Syrian government troops
in recent weeks. Their ac-
tivity has increased signifi-
cantly,” he adds.
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Rebels with a cause

TF 3gaRd & WY g

The Kurdish militia of Syria’s northeast is caught between an Islamist
regime in Damascus and a hostile Turkey across the border

R & qEf &1 F¢ AR gt F srand awe i @ar ar
ryarqot gt & e I @

Syria's Civil War and Kurdish Autonomy
AT F 7E Four IR Fei A F@Erwar

When civil war broke out in Syria in 2011, Bashar al-Assad’s regime pulled back troops
from the north-east to defend the heartland against militias.

2011 # 519 WRAT & I T E g3, @ MR Ie-H¥E HT WHR A AR @
919 ¥ T 3W-qF ¥ 39l a1 A amqw G fo=m

This gave an opportunity to Syria’s Kurds, who make up some 10% of the population,
to establish a de facto autonomous government in the region.

5a8 WIRAT & FaT &1, ST Ger T SAHEAT BT AT 10% &, TH &1F H aedfah

TR WIHR AT A &1 \lr &l

In 2012, they established the Autonomous Administration of North and East Syria,
also known as Rojava.

2012 # 37giel 3aX AR gt W1 A Farra wemwer warfia i, 58 Asmar o e

ST &1
In late 2015, the administration formed an armed wing called the Syrian Democratic
Forces (SDF).

T 2015 &, 39 TET o MINATE AFdifasd daf (SDF) AHF Teh AT fF1 a3

The SDF emerged as a highly effective ground force in the war against Islamic State
(IS) in the region.

SDF &7 # gFallffid ¥ (IS) & f&eMh Jeur # Teh Tl STl dof & &7 & 37|

After Mr. Assad crushed most of his enemies by 2016-17, with help from Russia, Iran,
and Hezbollah, his government entered into a détente with the Rojava.

2016-17 de A 318G o 39a Jfepier 3 @, &, §er AR Rorgean H FAeg A,

R X fear a1 3R 39Hr TWHR & JSET & G gASHr fhar|

The SDF did not directly challenge Mr. Assad’s authority, but there was tense stability
between the two sides.

SDF & @Y dlk o 4 3/de & SR Y el AgT &, ofehed alat gait & &
eyt fERar oY
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e Mr. Assad’s regime collapsed on December 8, with Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS),
formerly al-Qaeda’s Syria branch, capturing Damascus.

8 e &1 4t 319 fT THR &g 713, 3R ga1d dgdR FA-ATH (HTS), S Ugel Id-

H1Ier hr ARAT eam@Er oA, A gffd W FHeam X o)
e HTS is backed by Tirkiye, which sees the SDF as a terrorist entity.
HTS o1 et GaRT FHSA UIed g, ST SDF &l Teh HTeidh! HSeT Al & |

e The Kurds are now caught between a pro-Turkish Islamist group in Damascus and a
hostile Turkiye across the border.

%& 39 affied & Tt arde gEeml @ag 3R @ WA ght & @ GO ge
gl

o Kurds are often referred to as “a people without a state.” They are divided among four
countries — Turkiye, Iraq, Syria, and Iran.

Fal @l HFE “ToATIGIT oler &gl ST &1 9 IR Gt & faenfaa § — gt 30,
=T ik §ue

¢ Inlraqg, they have enjoyed autonomy since the first Gulf War.
0 H, 3¢ T6l Tob e & §1g § Targaar fAel &5 &l

e InTurkiye, the Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK) has been fighting a bloody civil war
against the state for decades.

qHt #, Fieware aFd ardt (PKK) g2t & Uo7 & @ il 95 Jeu &3 @ &
e When the Syrian Kurds established their autonomous government and militia, Tlrkiye

got alarmed, fearing the empowerment of Syrian Kurds would strengthen the Turkish
Kurds.

o9 HIRETS el o A= T @ehR 3R fAfAREr i &, ar gt fifad &
T, FIfR 38 T AT o ARATS Fef 1 afed s @ Jel Fal @1 o drehd A
gl Bl

e The main political party among Syrian Kurds was the Democratic Union Party (PYD),
with the People’s Protection Units (YPG) as its armed wing.

WS Fal 7 A Toeiiias ad SAFR® gfAgsT urél (PYD) T, 3R 36E aereT

faer diaew WRkersT Ifaew (YPG) &l
e Turkiye considered both the PYD and the YPG as extended arms of the PKK and
designated all of them as terrorist organisations.

gl st PYD 31 YPG il T PKK &7 faedmiRel em@md A 3 g1 |aft 1 iy
Heraa 9T TR

Battle against IS
IS & f@eTs Jeu

e The YPG rose to prominence when Islamic State turned towards Kobane, a Kurdish
town on the Turkish-Syrian border.
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YPG @ YHTT 9Ied &I SId gFlffieh Fee Johi-thRar der ) Fyd v F¢ M

FrarT T 3T eI

e The YPG, backed by U.S. air power, defeated the IS in Kobane in 2015, marking the
beginning of the IS's downfall.

YPG, %1 ARG G {1 gaRT AT e AT, 7 2015 H HaTAt 7 IS I g4, 5 1S

& TcleT T AT AT
e Turkiye, a NATO ally of the U.S., strongly opposed America’s support for the YPG.
qehf, ST 3ARHT &1 NATO el §, o YPG & T 3RS & FHS ol s farIe
e
e Laterin 2015, the SDF was created, with the YPG at its core.
2015 % 37T H, SDF T I15eT §3T, [STAH YPG $HAT HTT #T AT|
e« The SDF included other smaller Arab militias, also threatened by the IS.
SDF # 3= B¢ 39 TAfafamst & o enfAer forar =, Seg IS & ot @aRr &)
e Since then, the SDF has acted as the official military wing of Rojava.
a9 ¥, SDF & AT & INAFIRSG =7 &1 & 9 & F7 fomam)

e Inits battle against the Islamic State, the SDF continued to receive support from the
U.S., with fewer than 1,000 U.S. troops remaining in Syria.

SEATAS TE & TP 39 I #, SDF H AN & FHdet gred g @T, SIafeh
AT H 1,000 & HA ARG Wfdeh a1 gU g

e Turkiye conducted military incursions into%yria in 2018 and 2019, aiming at capturing
SDF-held territories.

qehl 1 2018 31X 2019 # WRAT A =7 3MHAVT T, ToieTer 3¢y SDF-fFGfd &t

YT Sheoll T AT|

e Tensions flared up recently when HTS-led Islamist militants advanced towards
Damascus.

el 81 # Il 38 TAY §¢ SId HTS-Aqed dTet SEelfas 3aarfedt o gffes & 3
SeaT Y& R

e The Syrian National Army (SNA), a Turkish proxy and an ally of HTS, attacked the
SDF in the border region and captured more territories.

WIS T A= (SNA), S et F1 diedl 3R HTS &1 wgaeh g, @ & #
SDF WX gdel fohar 3R 318 8131 9 dhealt X fordT|
e As Syria changes, the SDF's focus is on protecting Kurdish autonomy.

ST 6 AR ager @7 €, SDF &1 €A §& Fardaar H @ W Y

e Abu Mohammed al-Jolani, Syria’s new ruler, promised to respect the country’s
diversity but did not address Kurdish autonomy.

I AGFAG -t ARAT & AT AT, o G T TATILAT T TFAWT S T
arer fanar, Afhel $& TAITAAT & R H F© 76T Hel|

o Turkiye, whose hands have been strengthened by the fall of Mr. Assad’s regime, has
demanded demobilizing the SDF.
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T, e Ul o e & WHR & R & Asiqd §5 8, 7 SDF #I AT et
T AT A gl

e Turkiye has mobilized troops along its border, triggering fears that it may launch another
incursion.

TH A 3r9el AT & @y AfFt B dA AT & TES TE ST Yer g3 & 6 9F

3R ITHATT Y& H Hebel &
e The SDF says that the threat from Tirkiye is weakening its counter-terror operations.
SDF &I @geTl & o ot & TeRT 3HHT JTcishale-Uel HRasAl I HASR HT 6T 8

e General Mazloum Abdi, an SDF commander, stated: “The danger of an Islamic State
resurgence has doubled since Assad’s fall.”

STedel ATSTo[A 3Haal, Ueh SDF HATST, o gl "3 & [ & &l gFaiffis ¥
YAGEHR 1 Gl ST g1 gl

e The IS has captured weapons from retreating Syrian government troops in recent
weeks.

gTel & A IS A HIIA gU WA TAR & Al & AR R hoatr X foram &

e Their activity has increased significantly.

3o7hr Ifafafer & Fgcaql gefer &5 ¢
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Revolving door PM

Francois Bayrou

The MoDem leader; a centrist ally of President Macron, faces huge challenges in running a
minority government amid political divisions and economic woes

|GS paper II: France

Adithya Narayan

he Prime Minister-
T ship of France, cur-

rently caught in a
revolving door situation,
hasits fourth entrant of the
year in Francois Bayrou.
The 73-year-old centrist
leader of the Democratic
Movement (MoDem) party
acceded to the role on De-
cember 12 after Michel Bar-
nier was ousted in a no-
confidence vote — the first
since 1962. Mr. Barnier’s
stint had lasted three
months.

Gabriel Attal, who had
fulfilled the duties before
Mr. Barnier, served for
nine months until Septem-
ber before his government
was dissolved in June by
President Emmanuel Ma-
cron, who sought a fresh
mandate following the EU
parliamentary polls. Elec-
tions to the 27-member
bloc had delivered a shock-
er to the 46-year-old Presi-
dent whose party could
not poll even half as many
votes as Marine Le Pen’s
far-right National Rally.

Mr. Bayrou calls the
challenges ahead of him
‘Himalayan’.

But the start of his te-
nure has belied the politi-
cal acumen usually asso-
ciated with a seasoned
leader active since the
1980s. For when the
French territory of Mayotte
in the Indian Ocean was
languishing in the after-
math of Cyclone Chido on
December 14, the Prime
Minister chose to fly off to
attend a council meeting in
Pau, a small city in South-

Address :
Email Id :

western France, whose
mayorship he retains.

Not helping the admi-
nistration’s cause was visit-
ing President Macron who
lost his temper when tak-
ing stock. “If it wasn’t for
France, you'd be 10,000
times deeper in shit,” the
President was caught on
camera saying and swear-
ing when residents com-
plained of water and other
aid not reaching them des-
pite it being the seventh
day since the cyclone
struck. While the official
death toll stands at 31,
thousands are feared dead
in France’s poorest territo-

For Mr. Macron, Mr.
Bayrou’s appointment is
not just a way of address-
ing the political instability
precipitated by his reckless
actions, but the two go
back a long way. The Mo-
Dem leader, who had
thrice run for President un-
successfully in the past,
stepped aside in 2017 and
lent support to an emerg-
ing Mr. Macron. The debt
may have been repaid by
appointing My. Bayrou as
Justice Minister the same
year, but the fruits were
short-lived as he had to

ILLUSTRATION: SAAI

step down over a party
funding scandal in just ov-
er a month.

It is reported that the
President was mulling oth-
er candidates such as out-
going Armed Forces Minis-
ter Sébastien Lecornu and
former Industry Minister
Roland Lescure for the
post of Prime Minister. Ho-
wever, Mr. Bayrou is be-
lieved to have strong-
armed Mr. Macron into
naming him to the posi-
tion.

Born to wealthy farmers
in Borderes, Mr. Bayrou
worked as a teacher of
Greek and Latin before em-
barking on a political ca-
reer in the 1980s. First
elected to the National As-
sembly in 1986, he was
Education Minister bet-
ween 1993 and 1997 and
went on to become a mem-
ber of the European Parlia-
ment from 1999 to 2002.

Presidential bids

Mr. Bayrou’s first shot for
President came in 2002
but proved futile. He ran
again in 2007 by present-
ing himself as the third way
between the Left and the
Right, with the campaign
earning him the moniker

of the ‘third man’ of
French politics. Despite tri-
pling his vote share to
18.6% compared to the pre-
vious time, Mr. Bayrou
wound up third in an elec-
tion that was ultimately
won by the Republican
Party’s Nicolas Sarkozy.
Mr. Bayrou contested once
more unsuccessfully in
2012.

A fallout with Mr. Sarko-
zy notwithstanding, Mr.
Bayrou is pally with far-
right's Ms. Le Pen, whom
the MoDem leader helped
garner sponsors to run for
President. The fact that he
also lent support to Social-
ist candidates Francois
Hollande and Ségolene
Royal in the past makes
him palatable to the Left
too.

However, the snap polls
called My. Macron to arrest
the surge of the far-right
saw the leftwing securing a
maximum number of 182
seats, while falling short of
the 289 majority in the 577-
strong National Assembly.
Mr. Macron’s Ensemble
came second with 168 seats
while Le Pen’s National
Rally came close with 143.

This has spawned a Na-
tional Assembly where
none of the blocs have a
majority.

My. Bayrou overcame a
stutter in his childhood to
scale the heights of polit-
ics. The Centrist leader’s
challenge now lies in tack-
ling a parliament whose
composition leaves him
with little teeth to present
a Budget that can address
France’s ballooning eco-
nomic woes.

Revolving door PM

YA qrell Iarall
il

The MoDem leader, a
centrist ally of President
Macron, faces huge
challenges in running a
minority government amid
political divisions and
economic woes

Iseafa #w & FAgATIT
HgART ASH Adr Y
Tesfas e 3t i
THe & &I HeuHd THER
T A 991 gAtfaar F
HIHAT FIT 93 @I &

Prime Ministership of France

BT &T TUHHAT 9

e The Prime Ministership of France
is currently caught in a revolving door
situation, with its fourth entrant of the

year in Francois Bayrou.

I T TUAHAT Ug ddA H U gole alarer & Feafa # g, forast s ag &1 =ier
AU HIPISH SR

The 73-year-old centrist leader of the Democratic Movement (MoDem) party

assumed the role on December 12 after Michel Barnier was ousted in a no-
confidence vote—the first since 1962.

Democratic Movement (MoDem) UTEl & 73 a¥fqr & iar o 12 fg@aw a7 {fHer
TEUT FT, 9 AT IfFIR F A-Fifewsy aie H ger I ™7 — Ig 1962 & &1 Igoll

g AT|
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e Mr. Barnier’s tenure lasted only three months.

e IR FT FRET Fad i A T

o Gabriel Attal, who had fulfilled the duties before Mr. Barnier, served for nine months
until September, before his government was dissolved in June by President Emmanuel
Macron, following the EU parliamentary polls.

WMo 3, Segla R ¥ Uge Fdedl & ol fonar, Rdex as @t 7 o Aar
# g, 38 d1G 3ol TR A # Teuld $HAGUS AFIT carT EU HHAH FoAtal & d1g

19T T e aram|

e The EU parliamentary elections were a shock to the 46-year-old President, as his
party could not poll even half as many votes as Marine Le Pen’s far-right National
Rally.

EU HWER IolTa o 46 qffr Irsgufay &0l greshr e, iifeh 3otehr orél & Arller & 91 &
oIS WS Yot @ 3 off ate oAt e fahu

e Mr. Bayrou calls the challenges ahead of him ‘Himalayan’.
for. &3 3w el #r Raredy e 2l

e The start of his tenure has belied the political acumen usually associated with a
seasoned leader active since the 1980s.

3eTch hIAehTel &l YBITA o 3H Uslellicleh HSIgST N WIRST Y &A1 8, ST AN |
T 3fegerdl AT & ST glchl & S 1980 & ik & Aihy &

e On December 14, when the French territory of Mayotte was reeling from Cyclone
Chido, the Prime Minister flew off to attend a council meeting in Pau, a small city in
southwestern France.

14 feHaERX F1, F9 T T 8T ATNE BFld REl F &I Hhe F AT, FUTHAN Th
FERAT AT F 5197 o F fow ot (GTRor-aRasdt wia &1 v Tler ) 33 A0

e Macron, visiting Mayotte, lost his temper when residents complained that aid, including
water, hadn’t reached them even after seven days.

Awl, S AN 1 ST A W@ A, TR A 30 A0 S Rarfdar & Rewraa @ & wra
feer s1e ot el Efed Feraar AT T

e The official death toll stands at 31, but thousands are feared dead in France’s poorest
territory.

fOFRF FHaw FEAT 31 8, oftheT HIH & FaH TN 81T F golRl olldl AR S T
S

e Mr. Macron’s appointment of Mr. Bayrou addresses the political instability caused by
his reckless actions, but the two leaders go back a long way.

AP AT X AT AGFd HEAT 37 IHTAARYOT Hedl GaRT Schoed Tsfellicieh HTEARAT I
Nt e §, AT I a4l AaT @ FAT ¥ TH-GI & IR 2

e Mr. Bayrou, who had thrice run for President unsuccessfully in the past, stepped
aside in 2017 to support Emmanuel Macron.

1. &% Gegi g i IR sgufar & fAw goma osr Un, 2017 & CFARUS APl A
THAYT T & T Fed NS ger|
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He was appointed Justice Minister in 2017, but had to step down within a month over
a party funding scandal.

37 2017 H = FHA fAgerd foham I o, dfther Tk Arél BiSer werdl & HROT 3¢
TH HAGlt & STATHI ST T3T|

Reports suggest Mr. Macron considered other candidates like Sébastien Lecornu, the
outgoing Armed Forces Minister, and Roland Lescure, the former Industry Minister
for the post of Prime Minister.

RAEE & 3R #Awi o garea ug & fov Jaieasr dak], S aeT 9o JHN & &9
# IR ¥, IR VAT AFFR, S qF 3@ FR Y, S 377 3FAGIRT W e
o]

Mr. Bayrou is believed to have pressured Mr. Macron into naming him as Prime
Minister.

A, SRR [ far Sar § & 3gia A%l ) carg srar o7 & 308 e
fagea forar S|

Born to wealthy farmers in Borderes, Mr. Bayrou worked as a teacher of Greek and
Latin before entering politics in the 1980s.

SR # goey e aRar & o=a, @ Sw A diw ik dfea & R & &0 & 35
fRaT, 8% 91 3egiet 1980 & &2 H IStellld A HeH @Il

He was first elected to the National Assembly in 1986, served as Education Minister
from 1993 to 1997, and became a member of the European Parliament from 1999 to
2002.

37¢ 1986 H TS faurerwsi & fAT ggell SR AT 91T, 3ogiel 1993 § 1997 ek Rratr
7N & & A S R, 3R 1999 & 2002 T AT HHE & HeET T |

Presidential Bids

Tegafar gera $r Hifver

Mr. Bayrou'’s first presidential bid came in 2002, but it was unsuccessful.
for. &% 1 vgar wsgufay gara 2002 7 a1, dfsheT 98 3B B

He ran again in 2007, positioning himself as the third way between the Left and Right,
earning the nickname ‘third man’ of French politics.

3egisl 2007 # T @ AT o1, ge ATy AR arfeel & ofrer T I sedd
R gV, 3R 3o A AT Il T T eAT 371 A

Despite tripling his vote share to 18.6%, Mr. Bayrou finished third in an election that was
ultimately won by Nicolas Sarkozy.

3el dle REASRT T 18.6% e TA9[e et & drasye, Y. de ey Tue W %@, 3R
IAd A fAdres aIwisl o Siid grider $|

He contested again in 2012, but was unsuccessful.

37giet 2012 F T & AT s, olfehed a8 o 3%oT T
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o Despite a fallout with Nicolas Sarkozy, Mr. Bayrou remains friendly with far-right
Marine Le Pen, whom he helped garner sponsors for her presidential bid.

o aeasht @ faare & srase, &Y. 3w grewrer T afde o 99 & @y AFaa
oY @A 8, e 3egiel 3ot asgufar gamdt sifrer & faw grierht & e A
Aee

e Mr. Bayrou has also supported Francois Hollande and Ségolene Royal, making him
palatable to the Left.

. &3 vy gdic 3 MR e o1 off gadT G, GEw 9 aEufEt &
T T g |

e The snap polls called by Mr. Macron saw the left-wing securing a maximum of 182
seats, falling short of the majority of 289 seats in the 577-strong National Assembly.

#Al GaRT FeT AT ATl goar H AT o AR 182 HIE ured i, ST tR
577 HeEd TSET RAereras 7 dgAd & T 3o¢ 289 el A HTaRThar |

e This resulted in a National Assembly where none of the blocs have a majority.
Wqﬁwqwmﬁmma?ﬁ,maﬁéaﬁmﬁagﬁaﬁaﬁm

e Mr. Bayrou overcame a childhood stutter to reach the heights of politics.

. AT AU TUUT H gHA hI TATAT I IR Fa Aolaiad & 3T RE@U dh

TETA H Hheld! s |

e The centrist leader’s current challenge lies in tackling a parliament with a fragmented
composition, leaving him little room to present a Budget to address France’s
ballooning economic woes.

HET AT HT ITAT Foilell Teh W WHG @ fAyea & B, or@sh aewen @isa &, oaa
37 Wi HY Fgclt fAF FATIBN T g7 I & AT F91€ T eh{ﬁ@fquam
Sser fAer W@ B
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U.S. authorises military sales of more than
$5 billion to Egypt, $295 million to Taiwan

S Paper lI: Global
Politics -

WASHINGTON

The U.S. government on
Friday authorised the sale
of more than $5 billion in
military equipment to
Egypt, which has become
an increasingly close
partner in mediating the
Gaza crisis despite serious
human rights concerns.
The State Department
informed U.S. Congress
that it had approved the
sale of $4.69 billion in
equipment for 555 U.S.-
made M1A1 Abrams tanks
operated by Egypt, $630
million in 2,183 Hellfire air-
to-surface missiles and $30
million in precision-guided

Helping hand: The U.S. also authorised the sale of military
equipment to Greece and Morocco. REUTERS

munitions for Cairo.

The sale “will support
the foreign policy and na-
tional security of the Unit-
ed States by helping to im-

prove the security of a
Major Non-NATO Ally
country that continues to
be an important strategic
partner in the Middle East

[West Asia],” accordingtoa
statement.

In addition to the sales
to Egypt, the State Depart-
ment also authorised $295
million in equipment for
Taiwan, $170 million in
bombs and missiles for Mo-
rocco, and $130 million in
uncrewed aircraft systems
and armored vehicles to
Greece.

The Taiwan authorisa-
tions were announced
shortly after U.S. President
Joe Biden announced
$571.3 million in new mili-
tary aid to the self-ruled is-
land, which China claims
as part of its territory and
has vowed to retake — by
force, if necessary.

U.S. authorises military sales of more than $5 billion
to Egypt, $295 million to Taiwan

IARFT & AT F 5 ["Ffoaa serR ¥ 3/VF 3 asa=
Fr 295 fAfeae e @ arfts & A foshr &1 #srdy &

U.S. Military Equipment Sale to Egypt
Wi ® =T 3gHIon i fh

e On Friday, the U.S. government authorised the sale of more than $5 billion in military
equipment to Egypt, which has become an increasingly close partner in mediating the
Gaza crisis despite serious human rights concerns.

AR T, JARHT THR A 5 3RT ST & 310F & A7 3ol T okt e
&R &I, S IST Hehe I FolsT= ﬁwmgwmﬂ@maﬂmﬁ,m
AAAITASRT A e IR aw g
e The State Department informed U.S. Congress that it had approved the sale of $4.69

billion in equipment for 555 U.S.-made M1A1 Abrams tanks operated by Egypt, $630
million in 2,183 Hellfire air-to-surface missiles, and $30 million in precision-guided
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munitions for Cairo.

faer Farerw 3 3ARE FAF F1 R Far 5 39 4.69 IR SR AT & ITHN
< Tshr T HoQr &1, Tore# faw gy Henfera 555 3R fafda M1A1 semr 3,
630 fAfesT st & 2,183 Fa®RR TR-g-whw fAwmge, 31 30 fAfews ek & wd
AR srvded A g

e The sale “will support the foreign policy and national security of the United States by
helping to improve the security of a Major Non-NATO Ally country that continues to be
an important strategic partner in the Middle East [West Asia],” according to a
statement.

58 foshr @ "3rAReRr &1 fager Afd 3R Tserr grem w1 gader g, F3ifE I8 Th
Hecaqur A-ATer WEAM o Y GRa H GUR el H HAcg HN, ol 7eF g [qfvas
fa] # T AgcaquT WEfde ABIER &= &l 2. Tk AT & 3HER|

e In addition to the sales to Egypt, the State Department also authorised $295 million in

equipment for Taiwan, $170 million in bombs and missiles for Morocco, and $130
million in uncrewed aircraft systems and armored vehicles for Greece.

fAw s & 75 oo & 3faera, A Ao o amasr & fov 295 fAfews stk 709

F 33U, ARFR & v 170 Afoaa ster & 567 3R Basd, ik fiw s v 130

fafeger ster & e arers AT gonfadt 3k seaReag argat & fFshr o #wslr &Y
e The Taiwan authorisations were announced shortly after U.S. President Joe Biden

announced $571.3 million in new military aid to the self-ruled island, which China
claims as part of its territory and has vowed to retake — by force, if necessary.

arsar & fav segafa aseufa Y amgse ganr 571.3 fAfage st & 78 S wgrIa
T Bor & U g § 718, T AT 39 g w1 REwr AT @ 3N @ g e
A T AR & § — I AR 3T A 98 & ganl

Greens power

The Dr. BR. Ambedkar Vegtable Market Yard in Hyderabad is mastering sustainability with a system
that uses organic waste to generate power, bringing substantial savings in electricity bills
|GS Paper lll: Sustainable Development |

G yderabad’s Dr. B.R. Ambedkar After shredding, the waste is converted into a
) l_l Vegetable Market Yard, or Bowenpally ~ slurry and is put into large containers or pits.

market, has always been a hive of These are high-rate biomethanation
activity. But recently, the buzz was technology-based reactors.
not just about the arrival of a variety of vegetables The reactors start the process of anaerobic

£ from near and far. The noise and bustle of digestion, where organic waste is converted into

customers and tractors moving goods blends with  biofuel. The fuel is then put into biogas
nwm_g(,mlgfﬂ-i—r:d—u‘&% the whirring motors of a waste-to-power plant generators that converts it into electricity.
located within the market. The electricity generated from the plant
The anaerobic gas lift reactor-based plant was  powers more than 100 streetlights, 170 stalls, an

developed by the CSIR-Indian Institute of administrative building, and the market's water
Chemical Technology (IICT), the State supply network - giving the market committee
Department of Marketing, and Ahuja Engineering  substantial savings in power bills.
Services at a cost of 3 crore. The plant produces biogas, which is being

Ithas a capacity to produce up to 800-1,000 used to replace LPG cylinders in canteens.

units of electricity a day using 10 tonnes of waste. ~ Biomanure generated is sold separately as organic
The market produces three or four tonnes of ~ fertilizer.

organic waste every day. This waste is first placed Currently, the plant produces 300 units of A

on conveyor belts which carry it to shredders. power and 60 kg of biogas every day. Nothing goes waste: Workers remove leaves from vegetables to be sold at the Bowenpally market.
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Greens power

AT grav

The Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Vegtable Market Yard in Hyderabad is
mastering sustainability with a system that uses organic waste to
generate power, bringing substantial savings in electricity bills

geEe /31, 3R, HASHT Heshl AT IS UH VY YoIell F HIT
ouar & #gRd g1 &T W1 & A sifds FIX F1 399 Fa Qe
dar Feh & orad Ao § fel & 9o g9 @ ¥

Hyderabad’s Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Vegetable Market Yard
fedEE ¥ 3. AR, IdTH Ao At I

o Hyderabad’s Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Vegetable Market Yard, or Bowenpally market, has
always been a hive of activity.

TETE &7 31 LA, HASHT AfAeTd AThe IS, T SIdTTced! dITR, §HAT Teh Alehd

U1 W@ B
e Recently, the buzz was not just about the arrival of a variety of vegetables from near and
far, but also about the waste-to-power plant located within the market.

glel &1 H, TGl T goldel shdel IH 3R T ¥ A gopR 1 afeeral & 3w &
IR H AT 4, dfed TR & IR RUTFI & Far §a9 S IR # o7 oY

e The anaerobic gas lift reactor-based plant was developed by the CSIR-Indian
Institute of Chemical Technology (IICT), the State Department of Marketing, and
Ahuja Engineering Services at a cost of ¥3 crore.

wifes dw fove Ruger 3mRa 97 & AT Seanmgm-sRdy wafas
e farhr FFur (IICT), Ts o fsmr, 3R smgen gehifaaRer afdaw garr 23

FAUS I dETT O fohar I ar am|

e The plant has a capacity to produce up to 800-1,000 units of electricity a day using 10
tonnes of waste.

HGT H 10 T FAX AT 39T e i =T 800-1,000 Ffare fasrelt Scqeet ¥et

&THAT B
e The market produces three or four tonnes of organic waste every day.

IR A ufa T i a1 9R o7 ARF FIRT 30T giar gl

e This waste is first placed on conveyor belts, which carry it to shredders.

$H F P Tge Fead deel T I@T ST &, S 56 A5 e dgard ¢
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o After shredding, the waste is converted into a slurry and is put into large containers or
pits, which are high-rate biomethanation technology-based reactors.

AfST & a1, FAX H TH FEIAT H FGoll ST § AR 93 FaRT AT 188t H el
ST €, St 3Ta-a1fa Sa-wAysere viggifadr srafia Regeaia &1

e The reactors start the process of anaerobic digestion, where organic waste is
converted into biofuel.

RueFet wifaes areer 7 gfshar & axd 8, o Sifass s Sta $uer # aRafdd giar
gl

e The biofuel is then put into biogas generators that convert it into electricity.
% d1¢, A $UT T TP FAI H STT ST &, S 33 fAsrelt 7 gRafda #&=ar 81
e The electricity generated from the plant powers more than 100 streetlights, 170 stalls,

an administrative building, and the market’s water supply network, giving the market
committee substantial savings in power bills.

TIT A 3o fostell 100 & I0OF Fiearsed, 170 Feral, T Famfas sasT, 3R
SR & ol ATgfed Aecad @1 fastel Jere e 8, oed 9ok Jfafa & fosrel foat
# Agcaqel Tad g g

e The plant produces biogas, which is being used to replace LPG cylinders in canteens.

TIT IR 3cUoed HaT g, [T 3991 FEr & vadish R & s¢aa & fov
fRaT ST W@T B

e Biomanure generated is sold separately as organic fertilizer.

S 3T IF 3cTeT BT &, 3Q 3oleT A AT 3RF & T F 997 F7ar B

e Currently, the plant produces 300 units of power and 60 kg of biogas every day.
A #, §I7 300 e fasrelt 3R 60 fretamr ety ufd & 3cdest &t B

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in






