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Khel Ratna list not final: officials; Khel Ratna list not final:

[Pcs

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Amid a raging controversy
over her “exclusion” from
the list of Khel Ratna nomi-
nees, double Olympic me-
dallist Manu Bhaker on
Tuesday said “there has
been a lapse, maybe on my
part while filing for the
nomination”.

A day after the Sports
Ministry had to step in to
do damage control after
the selection committee
for the Major Dhyan Chand
Khel Ratna Award report-
edly did not recommend
her name, the 22-year-old
pistol ace took to social
media to clarify her
position.

However, Ministry
sources said that the
names were yet to be final-
ised and her name would
be there when the final list
was released in a week.

On Monday, her coach,
Jaspal Rana, and father,
Ram Kishan Bhaker, lam-
basted the Sports Ministry
and the award selection

Manu Bhaker

committee for overlooking
Ms. Bhaker despite her
achievements.

In a post on X, Ms. Bhak-
er said: “With regards to
ongoing issue for my nom-
ination for the most presti-
gious Khel Ratna award - [
would like to state that as
an athlete my role is to play
and perform for my
country.”

“l believe there has
been a lapse, maybe on my
part while filing for the
nomination which is being
corrected.”

The Haryana shooter
said her aim is to perform

Manu suggests it’s her ‘lapse’
|

for the country whether
she gets an award or not.
“Awards and recognition
keeps me motivated but
are not my goal,” she as-
serted.

“Irrespective  of the
award I shall remain motiv-
ated to win more medals
for my country. It is a re-
quest to everyone, please
do not speculate on this.”

In August, Ms. Bhaker
became Independent In-
dia’s first athlete to win two
medals in a single edition
of the Olympics with her
bronze-winning show in
the 10m air pistol indivi-
dual and 10m air pistol
mixed team events in
Paris.

Mr. Rana, a decorated
shooter himself, castigated
the Sports Ministry, the
Sports Authority of India,
and the National Rifle As-
sociation of India, holding
them responsible for “ig-
noring” his ward’s creden-
tials for the Award.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 16

officials; Manu suggests
it’s her ‘lapse’

AP, 7 F FeT fF Te
3P TF 8

Amid araging controversy

Ts 3%edl Qg & €=

e Over her “exclusion” from the list of Khel
Ratna nominees, double Olympic medallist
Manu Bhaker on Tuesday said “there has been
a lapse, maybe on my part while filing for the
nomination.”

QA TooT AATHAT T 37901 ‘916X T =7 &
SR #, & 9 el yeeh faoidr A #aT o
FITGTAR &1 &gl “AY GaRT ATHTRA GIf@e i
AT S GF & Fehell ol

A day after the Sports Ministry had to step in to do damage control after the selection
committee for the Major Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna Award reportedly did not
recommend her name, the 22-year-old pistol ace took to social media to clarify her

position.

A HATAT & Th oo o1 Jeharel fa=Tor aidel & T el IS U3, Fifeh Ay
eqIAEg @ Tl WERR A 94 FIATY o7 3@ehr 0 FABIReT w7g7 v o, 22 @rer &
Redta e s 3oer Bufa Tuse e & e averer #Af3ar &1 Jgrr o

However, Ministry sources said that the names were yet to be finalized and her name
would be there when the final list was released in a week.

grelfeh, FATerd & Wl o1 el o a1 3nh o 3ifow w7 @ a7 ad go ¥ 3k sah
A1 3R g H T Foag H nfAe fhar e
On Monday, her coach, Jaspal Rana, and father, Ram Kishan Bhaker, lambasted the

Sports Ministry and the award selection committee for overlooking Ms. Bhaker
despite her achievements.

HIHAR &I, 38 I, ST [OM, 3R AT, I fHhera ST, o @t JAre 3R [TER
Tq WATY T 3T A T Segiel Hel TR T 3TN & STasle 3eTeh 39&T

&l
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e Inaposton X, Ms. Bhaker said: “With regards to ongoing issue for my nomination for
the most prestigious Khel Ratna award — | would like to state that as an athlete my role
is to play and perform for my country.”

X @ Th G H, A HH A Fgl: ‘B el Tood [EHR & [T AR T VAT T
A & R H — H Tg TIST AT TEch g foh T e & &7 & A s{fAwr @eterr
3R 3gar g & v wgehsr e g1

o ‘| believe there has been a lapse, maybe on my part while filing for the nomination which
is being corrected.”

‘A TaRETE B 1o TR SIS X THT P TF g1 Tehcll &, [0 GURE T hifver
&1 ST W@ RN

e The Haryana shooter said her aim is to perform for the country whether she gets an
award or not.

gRATOT dr e RS 7 gl o 3eTeh1 Iegea aur & AT weole eetr § =1 3%
RN Al A7 LT |
* “Awards and recognition keeps me motivated but are not my goal,” she asserted.
“TEHR AR Tgat et IRT A € Afehed I A e TG § 3w IR G Pl
o “lrrespective of the award | shall remain motivated to win more medals for my country. It
is a request to everyone, please do not speculate on this.”

“QEHR B Rag T fGar & 39a <o & v i ges Siiaa & fow aRa e
g @l @ fidee ¢ & F9ar 30 W arewa o eem)

e In August, Ms. Bhaker became Independent India’s first athlete to win two medals in
a single edition of the Olympics with her bronze-winning show in the 10m air pistol
individual and 10m air pistol mixed team events in Paris.

I H, A A o TdAT AR AT Ggell AT aetah el & T & q&or &
& UgH Sildel FI R wad fhar, Tad 30gia 10 #iex vax Redte safddera iR
10 #iex v Rl AT a9 sdcw 7 IR 7 Frew g )

e Mr. Rana, a decorated shooter himself, castigated the Sports Ministry, the Sports

Authority of India, and the National Rifle Association of India, holding them
responsible for “ignoring” his ward’s credentials for the Award.

O S, ST e Teh HFATT YT &, o W FAAT, el TAHIOT 7R, 3R Aereier
USH THIATAT 316 SF3ATHr Tellwa &Y, 3N 3¢ [EFR & AT 3ot Jragerat
T & v GFAER 83|
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Congress moves SC over
change in Election Rules

Amendment restricting public access to CCTV camera footage from polling booths and video

recordings of candidates comes after HC order to release materials from Haryana Assembly polls

GS Paper lI: Polity:
Elections

NEW DELHI

he Congress on
T Tuesday chal-
lenged the amend-

ments made to the Con-
duct of Election Rules of
1961 that restricted the citi-
zens’ right to access cer-
tain election-related
records.

Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh moved the top
court against the change in
the poll rules, which re-
duces public access to
CCTV camera footage from
polling booths and video
recordings of candidates.

The amendment was
made to sub-rule (2) of
Rule 93 of the 1961 Rules,
which had previously al-
lowed the public to exa-
mine papers related to
elections without any
exception.

Access limited

Amendment to the Conduct of Election Rules, 1961 limits
public access to certain election-related records

® \While there was unrestricted access
to election-related records earlier, it
is now restricted. CCTV footage and

video recordings are no
longer freely available

B While the government
has said that the
amendment protects
the process from false
narratives or misuse

of electronic records,
there are concerns that
it reduces transparency
and accountability in
the electoral process

The amendment, noti-
fied on December 20 by
the Union Law and Justice
Ministry, had restricted ac-
cess to only certain elec-
tion records specifically
mentioned in the Rules.

Officials have reportedly
justified the move, saying it
was to protect the poll pro-
cess from false narratives

through misuse or doctor-
ing of electronic records.

However, the amend-
ment came shortly after a
Punjab and Haryana High
Court direction to the Elec-
tion Commission to pro-
vide an advocate records
pertaining to the recent
Haryana Assembly
election.

EC rejects Cong.
claims on polls
as ‘misleading’

NEW DELHI

The Election Commission has
rejected as “factually incorrect
and misleading” the Congress’s
claims of “arbitrary deletion”
and “subsequent addition” in
electoral rolls and ruled out
discrepancies in voter turnout
data in Maharashtra Assembly
election. » PAGE 17

The advocate had filed a
petition seeking videogra-
phy, CCTV footage, and co-
pies of Forms 17-C Parts I
and II from the Assembly
election.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 16
HIDE AND SEEK
» PAGE 12

Congress moves SC over change in Election Rules
FEAE F oA AFAL A qqarg & @ards A FIE 1
a{dTall @cdcer

Congress Challenges Amendments to Election Rules

FAW F gara AT 7 o v gt gAtd &

¢ The Congress on Tuesday challenged the amendments made to the Conduct of
Election Rules of 1961 that restricted the citizens’ right to access certain election-
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related records.
FIAF o HIAR &I 1961 F Toltd IR Fiear fagai & fhe aw generst ar gaildr
aﬁmﬁﬂmﬁaﬁmwwmﬁmﬁwqﬁﬁwmmﬁaaml

e Congress leader Jalram Ramesh moved the top court against the change in the poll
rules, which reduces public access to CCTV camera footage from polling booths and
video recordings of candidates.

FIEAF AT FITH AT A N 37ereld # Forg fAgat & fhe 90 seara & Gore
Tifaer grR &Y, S Faee Fal 4 DA geor 3R sFEfeart & A ReifEr s
ST T ggd B WAT AT &

e The amendment was made to sub-rule (2) of Rule 93 of the 1961 Rules, which had

previously allowed the public to examine papers related to elections without any
exception.

M 1961 & AFAT & e 93 & 39-Fe (2) 7 fhar s=ar a1, St 9gel Steldr &r
ATt & Fefta awardel ) R st et & REr oiee B e & ol
¢ The amendment, notified on December 20 by the Union Law and Justice Ministry,

had restricted access to only certain election records specifically mentioned in the
Rules.

Feere, St 20 Rt 1 FH R 3R = #@eE garr JfUgRa R @ oan
ool O Iolta RFEW dh 95T F MAT o a7r om, s et & @39y &9 @
sfeeri@d 2|

e Officials have reportedly justified the move, saying it was to protect the poll process
from false narratives through misuse or doctoring of electronic records.

FRAFIRAT 7 37 FeH &I gy gdd gU el T g o ufthar &1 58 naratives
¥ Fae & fav or, S saeifas RS & geaater a1 35818 & AegA A el ehall
|

e However, the amendment came shortly after a Punjab and Haryana High Court

direction to the Election Commission to provide an advocate records pertaining to the
recent Haryana Assembly election.

glelifeh, Tg Heleel garra 3X §RATOT 3eT AT & A F FS AT TS 37T,
S Golta 3mANeT &7 grel 1 gRATOT farererwen goa @ Hefd gehrer 1 Repls 3T
I FT fAder r = am

e The advocate had filed a petition seeking videography, CCTV footage, and copies of
Forms 17-C Parts | and Il from the Assembly election.

ghrer o A, Rt e, 3wt 17-9 smr | 3% 11 i R
AT § II°d A & v v Fnfehr eRr v oY
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Filmmaker Shyam Benegal
given three-gun salute as stars
line up to bid him farewell

[PCS |

Press Trust of India
MUMBAI

Veteran filmmaker Shyam
Benegal, the pioneer of the
parallel cinema movement
in Indian cinema in the
1970s and 1980s, was cre-
mated on Tuesday with
full State honours and a
three-gun salute here.

Benegal, known for
films such as Ankur, Man-
di, Nishant, and Junoon,
died on Monday at a hospi-
tal here due to chronic kid-
ney disease.

The last rites of the film-
maker, who celebrated his
90th birthday on Decem-
ber 14, were held around 3
p.m. at Dadar’s Shivaji
Park crematorium. His bo-
dy was wrapped in the Na-
tional Flag and decked
with garlands.

Benegal’s cinema con-
temporaries, colleagues
and younger generations
of actors and artists ac-

|} 3] > X
2 . 19 \
"’ —
— 4 \

The mortal remains of filmmaker Shyam Benegal being taken for

last rites in Mumbai on Tuesday. ANI

companied wife Nira and
daughter Pia in paying
their last respects to the
icon, whose movies cap-
tured the many realities of
India.

Naseeruddin Shah, Rajit
Kapoor, Kulbhushan Khar-
banda, and Ila Arun, who
starred in many of Bene-
gal’s films, were present to
bid adieu to the director. A
priest later performed a
puja in the memory of the
filmmaker.

There are some things

which cannot be ex-
pressed in words, said a
visibly emotional Mr.
Shah.

“I think you should try
to understand what’s in
my heart. Shyam saheb, 1
owe everything I am and
everything I have to him. I
really don’t know what
else to say,” he said.

Filmmaker Govind Ni-
halani, who lensed many
of Benegal’s films, could
only manage a “I can’t say
anything, please.”

Filmmaker
Shyam Benegal
given three-gun
salute as stars
line up to bid him
farewell

frerAsR oImH
dAdTer B AT
aray & FerAT &
€, ARt o 3¢
sfaw R &

Benegal Cremated with State
Honours

wfgy few fa=Tar eamw
AT FY TR FFATH &
HIT &8 TEHR fRar

e Veteran filmmaker Shyam
Benegal, the pioneer of the

parallel cinema movement in Indian cinema in the 1970s and 1980s, was cremated on
Tuesday with full State honours and a three-gun salute here.

yflqyr Rresr fAATar e asiarer, S 1970 310 1980 & gerdh & SR faaar & e
9T 3Eles & 39 A, F1 FIGEAR B TAPT FFAT A AT @t i wardt &

YT &g TERR fohar |
e Benegal, known for films such as Ankur, Mandi, Nishant, and Junoon, died on
Monday at a hospital here due to chronic kidney disease.

I, i 3R, AR, et 3R T R feaAt & fow ey S A, WHAR B Tt
Ueh 30T H difas frsdl fBSfisr & RoT [FYe g av|

e The last rites of the filmmaker, who celebrated his 90th birthday on December 14, were
held around 3 p.m. at Dadar’s Shivaji Park crematorium. His body was wrapped in the
National Flag and decked with garlands.
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fhed AATAT & 3aH TEHR i fmam, Segia 14 fHeR &1 37941 9087 F=ATET HT,
glex & g 9 eFee e W 3 9 F HIE Y TS| 3% W] Y AT eaor
# oer I 3R Aren 31T Y TS|

e Benegal's cinema contemporaries, colleagues, and younger generations of actors and
artists accompanied wife Nira and daughter Pia in paying their last respects to the icon,
whose movies captured the many realities of India.

ST & FAAAT & FHSENA, FEARN 3 = N & 3PAar 3R FahR 9=
JeeT ART 3R S Rar & A1 37 gl i seyie 3w F fav 3T g,
TR fheAl aF ARa T AT areafasant & yeiRia

e Naseeruddin Shah, Rajit Kapoor, Kulbhushan Kharbanda, and lla Arun, who starred
in many of Benegal’s films, were present to bid adieu to the director.

THI%EdT e, UfSa F, Kulbhushan Kharbanda 3R T 31%01, S S1erel T g
ftheal & T X g& &, A i rafder Fga & v suTRAd |

e A priest later performed a puja in the memory of the filmmaker.
aig 7 U ufsd o fher TAATAT 1 srqerstfar 7 qar 31ida @i

e There are some things which cannot be expressed in words, said a visibly emotional Mr.

Shah.
‘PT THT o1 § ST ersal # Suehcd =A@l T ST Hehcll,” ATE o ohgl, ST H1geh &7 § fe@rs
¢ w A

e “l think you should try to understand what’s in my heart. Shyam saheb, | owe
everything | am and everything | have to him. | really don’t know what else to say,”
he said.

“HT oeTel § TR 3uehr A Qe BT a1 GHAS S RIRIA A AR ;e A, H
S Fo o § IR S Fo o A U &, 98 T 3H & ¢ qF T H A 9 3R

e Filmmaker Govind Nihalani, who lensed many of Benegal’s films, could only manage a
“l can’t say anything, please.”

fher AATar Mide Agae, Segisr 9939 fr F hedAm Hr FAT R R, g &
FG 6 F§ ThaT, FIAT & FF T
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Hide and seek

Transparency is key in maintaining
the credibility of the election process

T he Election Commission of India (ECI)’s

explanation on December 24 in response
to the Congress party’s charges regarding
voter turnout data in the recent Assembly elec-
tions is unlikely to allay growing concerns regard-
ing the integrity of the election process. It was on
December 20, on the recommendations of the
ECI, that the Centre had amended the Conduct of
Election Rules to restrict public access to poll
documents except for those that are specifically
mentioned in them. The ECI has also said it does
not want to share CCTV footage of the booth, cit-
ing privacy and security reasons. This change in
the rules happened after the Punjab and Haryana
High Court directed the ECI to share all docu-
ments related to the Haryana Assembly elections,
including CCTV footage, to a private citizen. The
court ruled that this was permissible under 93(2)
of the Rules which allowed public access to all
“papers” which were not specifically barred. The
amended rule now says that only those “papers”
that are specified in it are open to public inspec-
tion. For an institution that is so central to the
functioning of democracy, and yet facing an un-
precedented challenge to its credibility, less se-
crecy and more transparency must be the way
forward. Sadly, the ECI is falling short on this
count, and damaging its own credibility.
Allegations of electronic tampering of voting
machines are misplaced and misguided but con-
cerns regarding the conduct of elections — police
high-handedness, partisanship of local adminis-
tration, and voter suppression through various
means — are valid. They require a thorough and
impartial investigation. Of particular concern is
the dramatic rise in voter turnout in the final fi-
gures, compared to what was announced at the
end of polling time, noticed in recent elections.
The ECI may well be right in saying that voters
who are in queue at the closing hour get recorded
only in the final figures. But the easiest and per-
haps the most credible way to establish this claim
is to allow wide inspection of the relevant video
footage. The ECI has explained that the candi-
dates have access to all documents, papers and
records and nothing has been amended in the
rules in this regard. It remains unclear how its of-
ficials will deal with requests from candidates for
records including video footage while the public
will face a default denial in most cases. The priva-
cy and security arguments are weak if candidates
can access records anyway. In effect, the change
in rules does not solve any problem that the ECI
says it does, other than time and effort. And it has
raised more questions about the ECI’s intentions.
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CEARER

9

Election Commission's Response to Congress on Voter
Turnout Concerns

FIIW AR 3BT T AAGAT TAINNSE &F HAeal W ToA1d 3TINT
$r gfafear

. The Election Commission of India (ECI)’s explanation on
December 24 in response to the Congress party’s charges
regarding voter turnout data in the recent Assembly elections
is unlikely to allay growing concerns regarding the integrity of the
election process.

R faTaer 3maer (ECI) $r 24 RFaR  Hidg arét g@rr grer
1 feTaras gaTal A AASTAT SAHISE 3T W T T 3RIGE
T & IS FASEHIOT § A TTHAT HT AR FH ol TGl
RIar3it 1 aid T T FHTGAT TG &l

. On December 20, on the recommendations of the ECI, the
Centre had amended the Conduct of Election Rules to restrict

public access to poll documents except for those that are
specifically mentioned in them.

20 feHaY 1, ECI T RA®IRRT W, &gy o gofra fgal & qeiersr
ﬁmmﬁ:qﬁaﬁ?ﬁmmﬁﬁw@aﬁmﬁm
ST Gk, AT 3d% 1 37 g&drdet # a9y &7 & 3eoi@d &l

. The ECI has also said it does not want to share CCTV
footage of the booth, citing privacy and security reasons.

ECI& a5 off &gT & f& @8 qU & CCTV $aa ! aMgeiiarar 31X
& FRON T AIST AT AT A |

. This change in the rules happened after the Punjab and
Haryana High Court directed the ECI to share all documents

related to the Haryana Assembly elections, including CCTV
footage, to a private citizen.

g AT 7 scora yoe 3R gRAon 379 FRETeT & 3eY &
aTe; 37, [ ECI &Y gRamon fwrerasm gamet & defod @l
&S, Tra CCTV gt o anfder o1, v sl AR &t

IS e & T gt a3

. The court ruled that this was permissible under 93(2) of
the Rules which allowed public access to all “papers” which were
not specifically barred.
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3rereld & Ig AT forar & I8 st & 93(2) & dgd AT oo ot St 37 Faf
FIITS" doh ATl qguﬁyﬂﬂﬁm%ﬁﬁﬁqmﬁmﬁﬂﬁﬂl

e The amended rule now says that only those “papers” that are specified in it are open to
public inspection.

NAT FTH 39 FaaT & & g F "FEenT o 3894 [Afése §, 7 gaaas
faderor & o gof gl

e For an institution that is so central to the functioning of democracy, and yet facing an
unprecedented challenge to its credibility, less secrecy and more transparency must
be the way forward.

TF U HEAT & AU S AFdT F Haee F sl FAr dfFer e g 3R R
8t 319efY freaw=iarar &7 S IATUROT FAlelt T THAT HT QN &, HA MNATA 3R
HTereh IRETAAT I 3 TGt T IEAT Bl AT

e Allegations of electronic tampering of voting machines are misplaced and misguided,
but concerns regarding the conduct of elections — police high-handedness,
partisanship of local administration, and voter suppression through various means
— are valid.

Aaee #AAT F gATCIAF SIS & IR TToid 3N HHS g, Afeher Foaral &
HeTelsl & oY gfad T IrcaraniaT, FATAT T FT 9aTard @&, iR e
Il T AGEEAT &HT T A 3w gl

e They require a thorough and impartial investigation.
St U ey 3R frsuar stiw T 3maRadar B

e Of particular concern is the dramatic rise in voter turnout in the final figures, compared
to what was announced at the end of polling time, noticed in recent elections.

a9y &7 & i & v § & grel & gordl # A FHT & 3 H ©IiN 3Mepst
1 et 3 A RSt F AaQTar TAIT A ArchT Fef & S|

e The ECI may well be right in saying that voters who are in queue at the closing hour get
recorded only in the final figures.

ECI Ig gl H TEl g1 ThaT & fF S AdSIT §¢ gl & TAT sl & &S g §,
3¢ chadl 3ifad wst H & Rers Far Jrar gl

o But the easiest and perhaps the most credible way to establish this claim is to allow wide
inspection of the relevant video footage.

JiftheT 38 grd & TG Had FT T A IR e G [AqT@T dlir g
Hefd NEAY wor fr 19 ST A AT e

e The ECI has explained that the candidates have access to all documents, papers and
records and nothing has been amended in the rules in this regard.

ECI = Ig ¥qsc R § o S#HIgart 1 Tl gFamdsi, Hersiel 3R Reisq T 9gd
¢ 3N 3 dedt & el & $o o gafrd €t fhar o B

e It remains unclear how its officials will deal with requests from candidates for records
including video footage while the public will face a default denial in most cases.
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Ig TASC gl § o g8 SRy 3FAlart & Renisa, ot fifgat geer off enfaer €,

& ToIT et 1 HE Fereldy, Sidich TR AH H SToldl H1 Shlee & &

SAPR HIAT TS|
e The privacy and security arguments are weak if candidates can access records

anyway.

MIAT 3R G & T FAGR § A 3Fefear e o Rufa & Revise e wgar

T gl

e In effect, the change in rules does not solve any problem that the ECI says it does, other
than time and effort.

g #, ATAT F scarg R off gEEr & g T8 ar 98 ECI A ST §, 99T
IR T & 37TaT|

e And it has raised more questions about the ECI’s intentions.

3T 3N ECI & &Y &1 Ja 3R 318 TareT 3ov g

Myth of meritocracy, caste-based disparities in IT sector

|GS Paper llI: Inequality |

industries in the country, contributing over

7% to India’s GDP, so much so that the
sub-Saharan African countries look to follow its
lessons to replicate India’s success in software
exports. The performance-driven and
high-paying nature of jobs in the IT sector make it
a preferred career destination for millions of
Indian youth. The job market in this industry is
often touted as the epitome of skill-based
meritocracy and inclusivity, with the social
backgrounds of candidates playing no role in
their hiring.

l ndia’s IT sector is one of the fastest growing

What NSSO data show

However, an empirical test of the
inclusivity-promoting image of IT reveals a
different reality. Analysis by the writers of this
article based on household surveys by the
National Sample Survey Office (NSSO) unravels
stark caste-based disparities in employment
probabilities and wage earnings in the IT
industry, indicating that social inequalities are
significantly alive in the job market.

The study utilises two rounds of NSSO surveys:
NSS 78th (2020-21) and NSS 68th rounds (2011-12),
which are representative at the national level. The
study’s sample comprises 29,289 individuals,
with 20,437 drawn from the NSS 78th round and
8,852 from the 68th round for India. The
variation in the selected sample size from the two
periods is due to the variation in the overall
sample covered under these surveys. The
employment probabilities were estimated after
controlling for observable factors that could
influence the outcome variable. Industries that
are dominated by the public sector were used as
the benchmark in the probability estimation.

The study finds that the probability of
Scheduled Castes (SC) and Scheduled Tribes (ST)
to be engaged in the IT sector is only 10% in
comparison to upper castes (27%). The finding
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the reality

remains robust even after accounting for
differences in educational attainment and other
individual characteristics such as gender and
regional background (rural and urban).
Surprisingly, this disparity in employment
probabilities has increased over time from 2011-12
to 2020-21, though both caste groups were at a
relatively disadvantaged position in the first time
period than the later period. In 2011-12, lower
caste groups faced only 6% probability of being
engaged in the IT sector as compared to 17% for
upper castes. Thus, while the overall
employment probabilities for engagement in the
IT sector increased for both caste groups, the
deficit of lower castes went up from 11% in 2011-12
to 17% in 2020-21. This suggests that as the IT
sector grows, it fails to address or even
acknowledge the social barriers that exclude
marginalised groups.

The study also reveals that even when lower
caste groups manage to enter the IT job market,
they face labour segmentation as reflected in
caste-based disparities in wage earnings. SC and
Other Backward Classes workers in the IT sector
face negative wage differentials of 24.9% and
22.5%, respectively, as compared to upper caste
waorkers, even after accounting for differences in
educational attainment and type of employment
(regular verus temporary).

These findings align with the labour market
segmentation theory, which predicts a division of
the labour market into dualistic segments (lower
and upper labour segments), with workers in the
lower segment facing structural barriers in
upward mobility. The findings indicate that lower
castes are relegated to the lower segments of the
job market, facing limited returns to private
investments in education and skills.

Gender inequality
The labour market disparities in IT also affect
other vulnerable sections, especially women.
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Female workers in IT earn 26.2% lower than
males, irrespective of their caste, though their
employment probabilities are closer to that of
men. Labour market segmentation, particularly
in a high-growth and high-paying sector such as
IT, has far-reaching socio-economic implications.
By systematically excluding a significant portion
of the population, the industry not only sacrifices
economic efficiency but also undermines social
Jjustice.

Diversity in the workplace is widely seen as an
important source of comparative advantage.
According to a report by the International Labour
Organization in 2022, higher levels of diversity at
the workplace are associated with greater
productivity and innovations. The Network for
Business Sustainability (in Canada) reported that
each 1% increase in racial diversity in upper and
lower management is associated with a yearly
firm productivity gain between $729 and $1,590
per worker. Yet, the Indian IT sector’s reluctance
to embrace true diversity risks stifling its
potential for sustainable growth. Further, it
discourages the marginalised sections from
investing in skill development, trapping them in a
vicious circle of poverty.

The policy steps needed

Several policy steps are needed to address these
inequalities. First, all companies should be
required to publicly disclose their workforce
diversity matrix, and make it public on their
website. Such transparency can encourage
accountability and motivate employers to
prioritise diversity, without imposing specific
quotas. Second, lower-caste entrepreneurs
should be provided with greater incentives and
training for entrepreneurship in high productivity
sectors to boost their economic participation.
Finally, bridging the skill gap among the
marginalised sections can pave the way for a
more equitable and inclusive job market.
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Myth of meritocracy, caste-based disparities in IT
sector

IEA AT A AEgdT F1 AYyw, sfa-3maiRa FFAEAT

India's IT Sector and Caste-based Disparities in Employment

WA & MEA aF 3R snfa 3meaRa AeR 7 s

India’s IT sector is one of the fastest growing industries in the country, contributing
over 7% to India’s GDP, and is seen as a model by sub-Saharan African countries to
replicate India’s success in software exports.

AR &1 AEA ST T A G0 At ¥ 961 arek 3GAPTH T Th g, S ARG 1 S
7% 3HF 1 ARET HAT &, 3N Tg 3T-WERT bt qeif any R
AIFed] fATa & Thelar #F Qllsl & & & @ ST 8l

The performance-driven and high-paying nature of jobs in the IT sector make it a
preferred career destination for millions of Indian youth.

IMEE & A JEAA-HreTR 3R 3= AdaT arell AlBRIT 38 ARAT Fait & fav vh
JHEIGT BRI AT AT &l

The job market in this industry is often touted as the epitome of skill-based meritocracy
and inclusivity, with the social backgrounds of candidates playing no role in their
hiring.

$H 3¢ANT H Al ISR HI IFaR wlera-3renRa AR 3k gamafdar & gy
ST ST 8, fored SFAeant i aenfae qesifa w3k gfed 7 S e
TET gl

What NSSO Data Show
NSSO 22T F41 feara &

An empirical test of the inclusivity-promoting image of IT reveals a different reality,
showing caste-based disparities in employment probabilities and wage earnings in the IT
industry.

3MSE o ATAFACT FY FGraT A aATell BT T Teh IeqeTacied TIGTUT 3T TR Tdehl
fe@rar g, f9Te 3mser &9 & AR AT FHIGAT 3R adT F AMA-3MTRT IATAATT
A 37T &l

Analysis by the writers of this article based on household surveys by the National
Sample Survey Office (NSSO) uncovers stark caste-based disparities.

SH ol & AW GIRT ST AT HIETOT FTATT (NSSO) GaRT T 7T eR’T &
adaToT 9T MR fedwer A Snfa-3mena AT T §9 & AHS A9 B
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The study utilizes two rounds of NSSO surveys: NSS 78th (2020-21) and NSS 68th
rounds (2011-12), representative at the national level.

I H NSSO wdatort & ar g 1 3uhier fohar aram g§: NSS 78ar (2020-21) 3R

NSS 68ar gk (2011-12), ST TET TR R JidfAca FT gl

The study’s sample comprises 29,289 individuals, with 20,437 from the NSS 78th
round and 8,852 from the 68th round for India.

ETF T AT 29,289 sqfFadl &1 g, fSHHA 20,437 NSS 78ar gk 3R 8,852 6841 ak
a gl

The variation in the selected sample size from the two periods is due to the variation in
the overall sample covered under these surveys.

ar eRt # wafAd Fee & PR H Heedal S0 FAaT0N & dgd Hhax hU T FHel
qHA H eeTar & HROT B

The employment probabilities were estimated after controlling for observable factors
that could influence the outcome variable.

VSR WHTGATHT T 3TAT 3T IRATAT Teal I AT i & are ofemar aw=r it
qRoTA & genfad X qh &

Industries dominated by the public sector were used as the benchmark in the
probability estimation.

HHTGAIST o AT H Hidolieieh & GaRT Fefad 3@ &1 Alieh & &7 H 39T
ferar ara|

Disparities in Employment Probabilities and Caste Groups

VIR woraansi # digema 3k snfe aogg

The probability of Scheduled Castes (SC) and Scheduled Tribes (ST) to be engaged
in the IT sector is only 10% compared to upper castes (27%).

IR S (SC) 3R IqqfAa FeTanfar (ST) & MEE & & FIA gloT T AT
Fael 10% &, Tafh 98 afadai & v a8 27% gl

The finding remains robust even after accounting for differences in educational
attainment and other individual characteristics such as gender and regional
background (rural and urban).

Ig fosay A T 3R 3w cafdaera faRAvani oia fofer iR & gesefar (amefor
3R AEdN) # A3t & A H @ & dds[g ASgd a1 @l ol

Surprisingly, this disparity in employment probabilities has increased over time from
2011-12 to 2020-21, although both caste groups were in a relatively disadvantaged
position in the first time period.

3MTASTTh T T, YR FHTGA3N H Tg 3THTACT 2011-12 F 2020-21 I FHT &
Y FGT B, gTeAlleh Gl S WHE Ugel §HI H 39T afaa Fufa#d 4

In 2011-12, lower caste groups faced only 6% probability of being engaged in the IT
sector, compared to 17% for upper castes.
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2011-12 #, for=rel Sfa |egh &1 el 6% GHITAT A ST &7 F FRRA gt
Stafeh IO St & fow ag 17% o

While overall employment probabilities for engagement in the IT sector increased for
both caste groups, the deficit for lower castes rose from 11% in 2011-12 to 17% in 2020-
21.

greliteh AT$ET &1 H Al S Hegl & foIv VSRR FHTEATC 581, Akt A=l Sfea
T °TeT 11% T 17% dsh §¢ 1T

This suggests that as the IT sector grows, it fails to address or even acknowledge the
social barriers that exclude marginalized groups.

g G &l § Toh S-S 3SE 819 el &, I AT areat i Gelferd ke
a1 Fgl d o afaa Tl 1 aeT A B FER Fe H Al @

Caste-based Wage Disparities in IT Sector

I a7 A snfa e aaw s

The study reveals that even when lower caste groups manage to enter the IT job
market, they face labour segmentation, as reflected in caste-based wage disparities.

TGS A Ig WA AT o6 o9 o famelt e & @egg 3nsEr Al aoR 7 gawr
A &, df 3¢ 7 AT T AT FEAT UsaT g, it e 3renla adeT dAgoa &
gRcIfard gidar gl

SC and Other Backward Classes (OBC) workers in the IT sector face negative wage
differentials of 24.9% and 22.5%, respectively, as compared to upper caste workers,
even after accounting for differences in educational attainment and type of
employment (regular versus temporary).

3MSE 81T F SC 3R 377 R@r aof (OBC) AfAST &1 24.9% 31K 22.5% & FAFRICHS
dcTel SEHTT T FIHAT e TSl g, STaieh F ey & ATHRT T Joral1 F, 3Hb
draie dfaF Fa R Al A ywR (FIfAT garw rearh) 7 eant & cae J
G197

These findings align with the labour market segmentation theory, which predicts a

division of the labour market into dualistic segments (lower and upper), with workers in
the lower segment facing structural barriers in upward mobility.

¥ facay s qraR Reree Rguia & 367eT §, S AF SR & et AT (el
3R FHY) F diea H AW 9 g, ford e Aol & AffAwr w IR A AR
faferdr F TEATcHS ST T AT FLAT IST B

The findings indicate that lower castes are relegated to the lower segments of the job
market, facing limited returns on private investments in education and skills.

Y ARy Ig Iara £ & el snfadal & Al a9 & A fEa 7 g &=
Srar g, foaa fRrew it slera 7 @ @9y w @ifaa o Pea &

Gender Inequality in the IT Sector
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WSS AT #H foor sigug

The labour market disparities in IT also affect other vulnerable sections, especially
women.

TEET H HA IEIR AAATAAIG 3T TagaTeler gaif &t off yanfaa e §, fadw &7 &
AT FI |

Female workers in IT earn 26.2% lower than males, irrespective of their caste, though
their employment probabilities are closer to that of men.

ST A AR AAE GEH A 26.2% HA FHAIC &, TG 3ol S Fo o g, greiifeh
3eThT AR WHTAATE &N & HAT giehl ¢

Labour market segmentation, particularly in a high-growth and high-paying sector
such as IT, has far-reaching socio-economic implications.

HH IR fasTere, 9T &0 & 3T geftr 3R 3T daa aTa 81T o IS A, 58
aATfa-anfds warma qreme gid E

By systematically excluding a significant portion of the population, the industry not only
sacrifices economic efficiency but also undermines social justice.

U HEcdqUl SAaEl & 380 &l cgaffdd &9 & 6T Feh, Ig 36T o hael
fde garar H IS ST B, i wfoE A S 8 FASR T B

Diversity in the Workplace

FIETdT A fafean

Diversity in the workplace is widely seen as an important source of comparative
advantage.

SRS H Afdear #1 cargs 7§ qrdeT ATe T AgcaqoT Wid AT ST gl
According to a report by the International Labour Organization (ILO) in 2022, higher

levels of diversity at the workplace are associated with greater productivity and
innovations.

SEAYAA AT IS (ILO) Fr 2022 Hr R & 370K, FRTT | RAfdwars
3T FAU W IEAGHAT 3N AR # dGf gl gl

The Network for Business Sustainability in Canada reported that each 1% increase
in racial diversity in upper and lower management is associated with a yearly firm
productivity gain between $729 and $1,590 per worker.

FA1ST A Acad BR faome FRafafadta Rae fFar & 3adr 3l ee geus &
St fafaerar & 1% gefr @ &3 are ufd HfAs $729 § $1,590 & S ScdTEHar AT
STST &I ¢

Despite these benefits, the Indian IT sector’s reluctance to embrace true diversity
risks stifling its potential for sustainable growth.
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g7 oAl & STdolg, AR 3M$Er &1 &1 G arediaes fafdear & 39 7 38
qad s 1 HHGANT FT FITA FT THT &

o Further, it discourages the marginalized sections from investing in skill development,
trapping them in a vicious circle of poverty.

g 3TcITaT, Ig dfed a9t 1 slerer Qe F [ayr s 9 gdicaied Har g, 999 a
Tt & geaw H HH o 8

Policy Steps Needed to Address Inequalities
fEHTT I FAOAT F & fav srags Afdwa w7

e Several policy steps are needed to address these inequalities.
geT HATANT I T A & AT S AfAard Faer 3maT+ gl

e All companies should be required to publicly disclose their workforce diversity matrix
and make it public on their website.

it Fufagt o 39 Fiwd Rfavar ARew & aoe@e ¥ T 9t &= AR =
39T ATHTSE G YHIMAT Pl ahT TaLThdT Bleil AMRT|

e Such transparency can encourage accountability and motivate employers to prioritize
diversity, without imposing specific quotas.

VET gRERIAT Fatdaee) Sl SoIaT ¢ Fohar ¢ IR ATt # [JAfawar s sraf@ear ¢
& foT aRd & F@ordr B, o fondlt faQy #rer & |

o Lower-caste entrepreneurs should be provided with greater incentives and training
for entrepreneurship in high productivity sectors to boost their economic
participation.

faraeht snfay & 3T A1 3= IeugFAT arer & H 3GIIAAT & v 31few dieurger
3R ufdator ygre R S wifew arfes 3t snfde smfier s a5

e Finally, bridging the skill gap among the marginalized sections can pave the way for
a more equitable and inclusive job market.

3d #, 3R Feit & S Fhre FAR F qrear U TS et 3 wAReh Siwd
AR & T JEAT T2AET X TohdT ¢l
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amning silence

US. court ruling gives fresh cause to
reopen India’s stalled Pegasus probe

U.S. court’s decision holding an Israeli
A company liable for surreptitiously install-

ing Pegasus, a spyware suite, on the
phones of targeted individuals through What-
sApp, has brought the focus back on the Centre’s
questionable inaction when such surveillance al-
legations surfaced in India in 2021. The U.S. Dis-
trict Court for Northern District of California
ruled that NSO Group Technologies violated both
federal and State laws against computer fraud
and abuse. WhatsApp sued the NSO Group in Oc-
tober 2019, alleging that its system was used by
the Israeli company to plant malware on approxi-
mately 1,400 mobile phones and devices for sur-
veilling their users. In a summary judgment, the
court agreed with WhatsApp that its application
had been reverse-engineered or ‘decompiled’ to
create a modified version called “WhatsApp In-
stallation Server’ or WIS. In the backdrop of this
ruling, the question that arises in India is about
the fate of reports submitted by a court-appoint-
ed expert committee in 2022 to the Supreme
Court of India. The then Chief Justice of India
(CJD, N.V. Ramana, had read out a few paragraphs
from the report of the panel’s overseeing judge,
Justice (retired) R.V. Raveendran. The report said
the Technical Committee found no conclusive
evidence on the presence of Pegasus, but there
was some kind of malware in five out of the 29
phones examined. The reports are yet to be
made public.

Even if there was no effective hearing or fol-
low-up action, what cannot be forgotten is that
CJI Ramana had observed in open court that the
government did not cooperate with the commit-
tee’s investigation. It was conduct typical of the
Modi regime, which has repeatedly demonstrat-
ed that silence, denial and obfuscation form its
stock responses whenever allegations emerge. It
showed no interest in probing disclosures that
the phones of journalists, activists, doctors and
court staff were targets of spyware. It made a
strange claim that the country had such ironclad
laws that illegal surveillance was not possible. It
adopted the untenable position that acknowledg-
ing that its agencies possessed any particular soft-
ware would jeopardise national security. All this,
despite admitting in Parliament that it was aware
of some users being targeted by Pegasus through
WhatsApp. It did not respond to credible reports
that Pegasus may have been used to plant evi-
dence on computers to frame dissidents. In the
light of a judicial decision, albeit an overseas one,
that the NSO Group is liable for the use of its spy-
ware by its clients, solely government entities,
the time has come for sealed reports to be
opened and deeper probes begun. The govern-
ment should come clean on whether it possesses
surveillance software. Otherwise, citizens will be
rendered even more vulnerable to illegal
surveillance.
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Damning silence

e ot

U.S. Court’s Decision on NSO Group
.09, FIE $T wACHAT T W fAvky

. A U.S. court held an Israeli company, NSO Group
Technologies, liable for installing Pegasus spyware on the phones
of targeted individuals through WhatsApp.

Teh .UH. FIE A FoRIIel Fal TATHIN 9 CFeilelioiel I

W TASAW Fl AfRTT IfFadT & Blel R FIEHTY & AEIH
T STl A & v SFAeR g3

. The U.S. District Court for Northern District of

California ruled that NSO Group violated both federal and state
laws against computer fraud and abuse.

dAiet Bf¥eae 3w S #r gow. BReae FEa Ao
feam o Taua3i o o W 3N AT FhepeAt 1 Seoivl T, ST
Fogel HETeE) 3R gFIAr & s gl

. WhatsApp sued NSO Group in October 2019, claiming its

system was used to plant malware on 1,400 mobile phones and
devices for surveillance.

ICHUT o HFEaX 2019 H TATH3N I TR AheaAT 2R T, 75
mmﬁg@ﬁsmﬁmmooxﬂmmsﬁrmﬁ
HTIRWR o F v sEaaATer Far /@ am|

. In a summary judgment, the court agreed with WhatsApp
that its application was reverse-engineered or 'decompiled' to
create a modified version called WhatsApp Installation Server
(WIS).

T Wi fAvig & FIE o sgreavy & @y At SIas R
g Uftaanele ol Rad-gfaaR ar Shurser fovar a=am a1 arfe
Teh FARIT TR0 FIEHTT FEETAUT FAT (WIS) FATT ST
gl

India’s Pegasus Case and the Supreme Court

AT &T YIrmHd AHT 3R gafea ==arame

. In 2022, a court-appointed expert committee submitted
a report to the Supreme Court of India, finding no conclusive
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evidence of Pegasus, but malware in 5 of 29 phones examined.

2022 &, T Pre-fagsa v afdfa a sRa & wafew =TT & ve RO 9o 4,
TST# QI FT FIg HONTS YAT AGT ITAT 31T, oAfhed ST T 29 Bl H F 57
HAeduR arar I

e The reports from this committee are yet to be made public.

5@ Tfafa fr R 3 I wrdeifas =87 Hr 75

e CJIN.V. Ramana had observed in open court that the government did not cooperate
with the committee’s investigation.

CJIW.aﬁ.mﬁgﬁaﬂéﬁu@Wﬁzﬁ%Wﬂﬁﬁ@rmﬁW
g T @ AT

Government’s Response to Allegations

THR 1 IR 1T gfafear

e The Modi regime has consistently shown a pattern of silence, denial, and obfuscation
in response to allegations of illegal surveillance.

A e A 33y IR & IRt & Sae 7 AR godt, saeR dR 3esa
CHEINERE L

e The government showed no interest in investigating reports of spyware targeting
journalists, activists, doctors, and court staff.

WHR o THHRI, Fwarst, Rfecas, 3R e FHaRal & FEaa carn afad
frT S dr Raret &r sra & F5 ¥ T8 TEs|
e The government claimed that the country had such ironclad laws that illegal

surveillance was impossible, and that acknowledging any possession of such software
would jeopardize national security.

THN o g ardr T foh S H FOR FTelel ¢ Sl 34 IR Sl HHHT o1 g,
3R 50 g F FHFAI & gled T T TET FRATT H IR H 3Tel Fehell g

o Despite this, the government admitted in Parliament that it was aware of some users
being targeted by Pegasus through WhatsApp.

3HS FTas[e, WHR o ¥oe H FFR BFar & ag e & & $o sudeedist &

SBICHUY & ATCIH J 9ema¥ a1 dAferd fonam arar an|

¢ The government did not respond to credible reports suggesting that Pegasus may
have been used to plant evidence on computers to frame dissidents.

WHR 7 fawa Rt 1 A Sae a8 fear, St Ig Toha adr oF o e &
SUNT WIET T Y W o@llel & TIT foham ST Hevell o1 arfes TRt &8 wamam s
|

Need for Transparency and Action
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YRERIEAT 3T HRars #r raegehdr

¢ Inlight of the judicial decision against the NSO Group, the sealed reports should be
opened, and a deeper probe into the surveillance issue should begin.

TATHIN 9 F e FRE vk & e 7, Heee Raet w @ior s =i,
3R AR Aed W v gl S gw A Sl @Rl

e The government should come clean on whether it possesses surveillance software, as
otherwise, citizens will remain vulnerable to illegal surveillance.

WEN P Ig TASC 6T IIeT o T 3% I fREN §iFed] &, Fifs egar
AT 3rder e & o 3w o 318 dacaie & S|

India got 14.3% of global remittances in 2024, its highest ever

S Paper llI: National
Accounting

I DATA POINT |

Vignesh Radhakrishnan

mated $129.1 billion worth of

remittances, the highest ever
for a country in any year. Moreov-
er, India’s share in global remit-
tances was 14.3% this year, the
highest such share since the turn
of the millennium for any country.
The conclusions are based on a
blog article published last week by
the World Bank.

Remittances refer to the money
that individuals working abroad
send back to support their families
in their home country. They are of-
ten a crucial source of income for
households in developing coun-
tries and can contribute signifi-
cantly to the economy of the reci-
pient country.

Following India, Mexico and
China received the largest remit-
tances in 2024. Chart 1 shows the
top 10 receivers of remittances in $
million in 2024. The Philippines,
France, Pakistan, Bangladesh,
Egypt, Guatemala, and Germany
are the other countries on the list.

While China was third on the
list, past years’ numbers provide
interesting insights. Chart 2 shows
the share of global remittances for
the top 10 countries mentioned in
Chart 1 in the 2000-2024 period.
China’s share of remittances grew
from less than 1% in the early
2000s to over 10% by the late
2000s and early 2010s, matching
India’s numbers, before gradually
declining to below 10% in the late
2010s. From 2020, the share de-
clined rapidly reaching a two-de-
cade low of 5.3% in 2024. Accord-
ing to the World Bank, China’s
rising economic prosperity and an
ageing population slowed the pace
of emigration of less-skilled peo-
ple, which contributed to this de-
cline.

India's share has remained
above the 10% mark for most of
the years since 2000, with few ex-
ceptions. In fact, in the post-pan-

l n 2024, India received an esti-

China secured only 5.3% of global remittances in 2024, its lowest share in at least two decades

demic years, there has been a ra-
pid increase in its share. India’s
share in global remittances was
twice the share of Mexico’s in 2024
(7.5%); Mexico was a distant se-
cond.

Though India leads in absolute
remittance inflows, in some eco-
nomies, remittances play a more
critical role in funding current ac-
count deficits and fiscal shortfalls.
To better understand this, Chart 3
depicts estimated remittances in
2024 as a share of a country’s GDP.
Each circle is a country. The farth-
er the circle is to the right, the
higher the remittance in 2024 as a
share of GDP. The bigger the circle,
the higher the remittance in 2024
in absolute figures.

In Nepal, remittances formed
over 25% of the GDP in 2024. In Ta-
jikistan, Nicaragua, Lebanon, Sa-
moa, Honduras, and Tonga, the
share of remittances in 2024
formed over 25% of their respec-
tives GDPs. In India, remittances
formed 3.3% of the GDP this year.

For many low-and middle-in-
come countries, remittances act as
amajor source of income. In 2024,
these countries received $685 bil-
lion as remittances, the highest ev-
er in a year. According to the blog,
remittances to these countries
have consistently outpaced other
types of external financial flows.

In recent years, remittances
have even surpassed Foreign Di-
rect Investment (FDI) in low-and
middle-income countries put to-
gether. FDIs are investments by a
foreign country to control or run a
business in another country. Re-
mittances are also much higher
than the official development as-
sistance (ODA) received by these
countries. ODA is the aid from rich
countries to help poorer ones de-
velop, often through grants or
cheap loans. Chart 4 compares re-
mittances, FDI, and ODA received
by low-and middle-income coun-
tries between 2000 and 2024. Ov-
er the past decade, remittances in-
creased by 57% while FDI declined
by 41% in low-and middle-income
nations, the blog notes.

India and China’s diverging paths

The data for the charts were sourced from a blog article published by the World Bank on December 18 and
authored by Dilip Ratha, Sonia Plaza and Eung Ju Kim

Chart 1: The chart shows the top 10 receivers of
remittances in $ million in 2024 (estimated)

Chart 3: The chart depicts estimated remittances in 2024
as a share of a country’s GDP
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Chart 4: Chart compares remittances, FDI, and ODA
received by low-and middle-income countries

Chart 2: The share of global remittances for the top 10
countries mentioned in Chart 1 in the 2000-2024 period
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India got 14.3% of global remittances in 2024, its
highest ever

2024 H AR FY dARTF AWT T 14.3% YTcd g, S
T dF &T gafas &

India’s Record Remittances in 2024

2024 H 9IRT 6T N gwor

e In 2024, India received an estimated $129.1 billion worth of remittances, the highest
ever for any country in any year.

2024 #, IR T 3TAIAT $129.1 faferasr Fea & duor gred gU, S Ry ol qer &
forw fonely o a¥ & 3@ a& &1 FTAAA &

e India’s share in global remittances was 14.3% in 2024, the highest share since the turn
of the millennium for any country.

2024 H, 9T &1 3fRas 99ur & 14.3% fgear ar, ot frdy o &or & forw ggaredr v

YB3 & e T qaW FaT e
e The conclusions are based on a blog article published by the World Bank last week.

I forseny faeg 8% carr Moo Goag JHIRid Te sdler o@ 9T 3maiiRd &1

Remittances: A Vital Source of Income

UYOT: 3T FT U Ageaqul A

e Remittances refer to money sent by individuals working abroad to support their families
in their home country.

IYOT 38 4T T el ST & S AT 7 FHH Had ara Ifad 379« IRaRT 1 gadT
A & T 9= IE Uy 7 Sod §

e They are a crucial source of income for households in developing countries and can
contribute significantly to the economy of the recipient country.

I Refadie df 7 = F U 3T F1 o Agca ol Ad g § 3R sredear gor
3fcaaEdT # AgcaquT ANTE FX hd gl

Top Remittance Receivers in 2024

2024 # ¥ O9OT Yrog FIS qrel Ao

¢ Mexico and China received the largest remittances after India in 2024.

2024 H, AR & o AfFge it N o ged 318 99ur yreg f&Fu|

e Other countries on the list include the Philippines, France, Pakistan, Bangladesh,
Egypt, Guatemala, and Germany.
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g A 37 St # Reeidta, wiw, wifthedrs, anramer, e, sareare, 3R s anfae
gl

China’s Remittance Share Over the Years

AT FT 99T A AT o ast &

e While China was third on the list, its share of remittances has varied over the years.
grelifer et T 7 Ay T W A1, $HHT 9901 H FEar asf & @Y deeldr @7 g

e China’s share grew from less than 1% in the early 2000s to over 10% by the late 2000s
and early 2010s, matching India’s numbers.

qeT T fREAT 2000 F g2 T YFITT H 1% F & AT 3R 2000 & 3Hd TUT 2010
B3NN Th Tg 10% { IHfUF g1 9141, St R & 37Thst @ Aol Wil 7|

e However, this share gradually declined, reaching a two-decade low of 5.3% in 2024.
grerifeh, Tg fowar -4 Ter 3R 2024 7 7§ &Y AR T +qeAaA Tl 5.3% 06 TG
|

e According to the World Bank, China’s rising economic prosperity and an ageing
population slowed the pace of emigration, contributing to the decline.

feg &% & 3R, @i A Fodt fdF gy IR gt Bt smwEaT A gorEe
fa 1 e fman, St 59 Rae F1 FRT 47|

India’s Consistent Share in Global Remittances

R F1 dRgw Jwor # AR R

e India’s share in global remittances has remained above 10% for most of the years since
2000, with few exceptions.

R &1 dfRgs Uvour & f@E@T 2000 & &G & 3R ast 7 10% & FR @ ¢, T
FS 94T ¢
e Infact, in the post-pandemic years, there has been a rapid increase in India’s share.

AN & a1g & aut o, IR & REY F AT FEfr @ a1 ¥

e India’s share in global remittances was twice that of Mexico’s (7.5%) in 2024.

2024 #, IR 1 dfRgeh 9vor & fReam AfFaat (7.5%) & REq @& = |

Importance of Remittances in Certain Economies

gﬁsafaimmaﬁﬁmaﬁrm

¢« While India leads in absolute remittance inflows, in some economies, remittances play
a more critical role in funding current account deficits and fiscal shortfalls.

ST HR Tl IYOT GaTg & 0N §, To Ieqaeyr3i # T adATeT @ ' 3R
TIRET FH FI G F 7 T 3RS Ageaqer qfFF o §
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o Chart 3 depicts estimated remittances in 2024 as a share of a country’s GDP.
e 3H, 2024 H AT GuoT T 2 Hr AR & fEd & F7 F gafar 2w g
¢ In Nepal, remittances formed over 25% of the GDP in 2024.

AYTA H, 99T & 2024 H SEHN F1 25% @ 3w frar sar o)

e In countries like Tajikistan, Nicaragua, Lebanon, Samoa, Honduras, and Tonga,
remittances formed over 25% of their respective GDPs in 2024.

ceit S AT freare, fARIELaT, AT, TR, §igid, iR S &, 9wor & 2024 H 3eTh
A 1 25% & Ifw Rear s«

e InIndia, remittances formed 3.3% of the GDP in 2024.
R H, UVOT of 2024 # &Yy &1 3.3% Rear =)

Remittances in Low and Middle-Income Countries

faFT 3T Aeg-3my arer et A dwor

¢ In 2024, low-and-middle-income countries received a record $685 billion in remittances,
the highest ever in a year.

2024 #, T 3 ALI-IT arer 22 & 99T & F9 H Rapre $685 fafeast urca v,
St R off Y F 3 & FT EW ITIAH A7

e Remittances to these countries have consistently outpaced other types of external
financial flows.

3o7 2T & 9YUT & SRIAR 3T YR & gl o yargh & 91 =i &ar 2

e Inrecent years, remittances have even surpassed Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in
low-and-middle-income countries.

gTel & aut &, 99oT & e 3R ALT-3m7 arer ¢oit H el wexar @der (FDI) & &Y
R & foram gl

e FDI is investment by a foreign country to control or run a business in another country.

FDIgg fader & ot vs fagel qor g ¢or & =R 1 f@afd ar go= & fav

T g
e Remittances are also much higher than Official Development Assistance (ODA)
received by these countries.

UYOT 31 &2 GaRT Ted RAFIRE e #gr™ar (ODA) ¥ o &gi s gl
e Chart 4 compares remittances, FDI, and ODA received by low-and-middle-income
countries between 2000 and 2024.

€ 4 3, 2000 3R 2024 & A= AFT 3 ALT-37 arel 20T g@RT gred 9wor, FDI 3R
ODA & Tefel &1 75 B

e Over the past decade, remittances increased by 57%, while FDI declined by 41% in
these countries.

e gereh &, 3o & & 99T 7 57% H e §S, Saih FDI #H 41% A fRrae |
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hat is quantum computing?

What are qubits and how do they work in quantum computing? How does a quantum computer solve problems faster than

classical computers in specific tasks? Which challenges remain in building practical and scalable quantum computers?

IGS Paper lll: S&T

EXPLAINER

Tejasri Gururaj

The story so far:
uantum computers are the talk
of computer town. Their
potential to solve complex
problems much faster than
class] mputers is an intriguing
proposition that stands to transform
several industries. A quantum computer
is based on the principles of quantum
mechanics, an area of physics that deals
with the smallest particles in the universe.
In 1982, Richard Feynman proposed the
idea of developing a computer that could
simulate both quantum and classical
physics but researchers realised classical
computers, the computers of today,
would struggle with the complexity of
quantum systems. Thus the idea of a
quantum computer was born.

What are the basics of quantum
computing?

Classical computers work on the
principles of classical physics. Their
fundamental computing unit is the bit.
Each bit represents one piece of
information with two possible values, 0
or 1. It’s possible to represent all types of
information as a combination of Os and 1s
using the binary system.

Quantum computers rely on quantum
bits, or qubits, to perform computations.
Unlike classical bits, qubits can exist in
the states 0, 1 or in a state that’s partly O
and partly 1. ‘State’ refers to all the
possible values the qubit can have.

The ability of qubits to be in two states
is known as superposition. It’s one of two
fundamental principles that animate
quantum computers. Imagine a spinning
coin: while it’s spinning, it can be both
heads or tails, and it isn’t until the coin
collapses that you can see which itis. A
quubsit is like a spinning coin that holds
both values simultaneously.

When a qubit is measured, it collapses
to one of the values, 0 or 1. This means
while a classical bit holds one unit of

Breaking boundaries: In 2019, IBM unveiled the world’s first circuit-based commercial quantum
computer, Q System One. IBM RESEARCH

information, a qubit can hold two.
Because of this, quantum computers can
perform multiple computations
simultaneously, with the measurement
revealing one of the possible outcomes of
the computations.

The second fundamental principle
upon which quantum computers are
based is called entanglement. This
phenomenon allows qubits to be
intrinsically linked no matter how far
apart they physically are. Measuring the
state of one of the qubits will immediately
yield information about the state of the
other. Say you have a pair of gloves. Each
glove is put in a separate box and sent to
different locations, and you don’t know
which box has which. But once a box is
opened to reveal the left glove, you
instantly know the other box has the right
glove.

The instantaneous correlation between
qubits speeds up computations that
would take far longer with classical
computers.

Superposition and entanglement are
exclusive to quantum mechanics and
central to the potential that quantum
computers have to offer.

How far have quantum computers
come?

Quantum computers are technologically
superior but this doesn’t automatically
mean they will be better than classical
computers at all tasks. Over the years,
experts have developed specific tasks that
prove quantum computers are capable of
greater feats.

In 1994, Bell Labs computer scientist
Peter Shor created the Shor’s algorithm. It
could find the factors of large numbers in
moments rather than the millions of years
required by classical computers. This has
major implications for data security.
Current methods to secure data involve
locking the data and hiding the key in the
solution of a difficult mathematical
problem.

Large-number factorisation is one such
problem and classical computers require
enormous amounts of resources to solve
it. But using Shor’s algorithm, a quantum
computer could quickly get the key and
open the locks.

The state of quantum computing has
come a long way since. In 2019, for
example, IBM unveiled the world’s first
circuit-based commercial quantum
computer, Q System One. Circuit-based
designs are believed to be the most
versatile for general quantum-computing
applications. Q System One uses circuits
composed of quantum gates that

What is quantum computing?
FATCH FIFET T 87

What are qubits and how do they work in quantum computing? How
does a quantum computer solve problems faster than classical
computers in specific tasks? Which challenges remain in building
practical and scalable quantum computers?

Address
Email Id :

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website :

patrioticias.in

manipulate qubits, analogous to how
classical computers use logic gates.

In the same year, researchers at Google
reported in a paper in Nature that their
53-qubit ‘Sycamore’ processor had
achieved quantum supremacy: when it
can solve a problem that would take
classical computers an unreasonable
amount of time. The paper claimed
Sycamore completed a task in 200
seconds that would have taken a
supercomputer 10,000 years.

Earlier this month, Google unveiled a
quantum chip called Willow, purportedly
the world’s first quantum processor in
which error-corrected qubits improve as
they scale. Quantum states are easily
prone to errors due to interactions with
the environment, so quantum computers
need error correction to hold information
long enough to perform useful
calculations with them.

Willow, Google has said, can finish a
standard test in five minutes whereas the
same calculation could take today’s best
supercomputers 10 trillion trillion years.

What are the present limitations?
The advancements are flying thick and
fast but there are still many significant
challenges to overcome before quantum
computers can become commonplace.

The chief concern is that building
quantum computers remains expensive
and complex. Keeping many qubits stable
is also difficult because of error rates and
decoherence (when a qubit loses
superposition because of noise from its
surroundings). The problems for which
we really need quantum computers — like
discovering new drugs or cracking
mysteries in astronomy — also require
millions of qubits.

All said, their potential to be useful is
clear. This is why India launched the
National Quantum Mission in 2023. The
government has set aside ¥6,000 crore for
the mission to be spent over eight years,
among other things to develop quantum
computers.

Tejasri Gururaj is a freelance science writer
and journalist with a master’s degree in
physics

THE GIST

v

Quantum computers rely on
twa key principles of quantum
mechanics: superposition,
where qubits can exist in
multiple states, and
entanglement, where qubits
are linked, allowing them to
share information instantly.

A4

Key milestones include Shor’s
algorithm, Google’s Sycamore
achieving quantum supremacy,
and recent advancements such
as the quantum chip Willow
improving error correction.

v

High costs, keeping qubits
stable, and the need for
large-scale qubits remain
significant challenges, but
initiatives like India’s National
Quantum Mission signal strong
efforts to unlock their
potential.
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FalcH FYRT & Fgfae FA1 § IR T F FH w2 FCH FIYX
fafdrse wrat & Fonfwe FogeRt @ goem & wHeEt @ A @ F]@

§T HIAT &2 ATEING IR Fholad FaeH F a0 # FiT
qaifaar amhr 37

Quantum Computers: The Future of Computing

FATCH FY: Fegfedr FT siasy

e Quantum computers are gaining attention for their potential to solve complex
problems faster than classical computers, transforming several industries.

FATCH FYL oAl AT FATATHT I FATAFT FOIET A Hel doil H Fol el I
HHTGAT & HRUT LT HTHNT I B &, Sl Dy 3GANN H FGolld o dhd gl

e A quantum computer is based on the principles of quantum mechanics, an area of
physics that deals with the smallest particles in the universe.

FAICH FOYET FATEH iAo fFeridl 9 TR giar &, S i &1 v &7 §
ST SEATS & HO DI HUN & FEd gl
e 1In 1982, Richard Feynman proposed the idea of a computer that could simulate both

guantum and classical physics, but researchers realized classical computers would
struggle with quantum systems.

1982 #, Rarg $ardter 7 W Fegex a1 fauR 9o foham it Faied 3R Fermfaswe
SRy CIiT BT 3TTeRTOT Y Heh, Slfehel MUhcl3l o FggH fohar foh Forffsher Hegex
FaicH BTeH & a1y gy Ha|

e This led to the birth of quantum computers.
$U FAICH FTYL FT FeA 37|

Basics of Quantum Computing

FaieA Fogfeer ¥ gAY R

e Classical computers work on the principles of classical physics, and their
fundamental computing unit is the bit.

FATRAHT HeYeT Famrawa Hifadhr & Reuial W F1#7 Fd ¢, 3R 37360 gAad
Segfear gehrs e gl ¢

e Each bit represents one piece of information with two possible values: 0 or 1.
UAF € T SRR HT Uk ThsT 81T &, Sraa o) denfad & gld &: 0 A 1|

¢ All types of information can be represented as a combination of Os and 1s using the
binary system.

Y YpR T SR A0 AR 1 F AT F T H B REEH F1 39T F_E
AT ST T &
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Quantum computers use quantum bits, or qubits, to perform computations.
FateH Foqe FareA faew, a1 fFafaew, &1 39T i e Hid F

Unlike classical bits, qubits can exist in the states 0, 1, or a state that’s partly 0 and
partly 1.

FelTiee faeq & Aulla, Fafeca 0, 1 7 a1 v 07 TsT # 8 Gohd ¢ S 3% &9
{0 3R FifAFs &7 T 1N

‘State’ refers to all the possible values the qubit can have.

T 39 Tt Tqenfad AT S AFd HLar ¢ S [Fafae & 99 & dod 2

The ability of qubits to exist in two states is called superposition.

fFafcw & o U=l & g &1 efEar S gawaifarer wgr S gl

Imagine a spinning coin: while it's spinning, it can be both heads or tails, and it isn’t
until the coin collapses that you can see which it is.

Teh gAd g e &1 Fodar w1 STafh I gF7 W1 gar &, T8 RI A gar a=r @
Hehell 8, R 519 deh el R #igl 8, 9 e 31T =161 @ Heohd foh g T g
A gubit is like a spinning coin that holds both values simultaneously.

e Fafae v gAd §U RAed S e gar ¢ S alsl Al $T Uh Y I g
When a qubit is measured, it collapses to one of the values, either 0 or 1.

39 U [Fafac Ardy S §, ar I8 v A W AR St & ar aro a1y

This means a classical bit holds one unit of information, but a qubit can hold two.
SHePT Ao § foh Teh FATAFS f9€ Teh FIT I Ueh HATHeh IWAT &, STelfeh Teh
fFafee ar T@ g gl

Because of this, quantum computers can perform multiple computations
simultaneously.

gH& HRUT, FICH FYEI U HIY F3 AT F Hebel

Entanglement: The Second Fundamental Principle

The second fundamental principle upon which quantum computers are based is called
entanglement.

GERT gfrer et 9 W Faied HTged AR gld €, 38 Taradie Fgl S gl
Entanglement allows qubits to be intrinsically linked, no matter how far apart they are
physically.

vdararsic Fafiew 1 wannfdE w1 & e A AT S §, T 7 RE 9 @
forcter off T &l

Measuring the state of one qubit immediately reveals the state of the other.

T fFafae H Bufa Ao @ i qadr Fafde @ Fufa & gar e g

Imagine a pair of gloves: each glove is in a separate box, and once you open one box to
reveal the left glove, you immediately know the other box has the right glove.

Ueh &I & SIS T SeTeTT F: T STl Ueh 37T didg & aiar &, 3 39 &
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39 U Sierd Wielhd 1T EEAT I @ §, 39 R/ S ¢ o qay aferq &
cIfgeTT G&dmeT &l

This instantaneous correlation between qubits speeds up computations that would
take far longer with classical computers.

fFafacy & T a5 caRa wgway 37 AUEHT H Ao FAT & ST FoTHEHT HOIE
& WY ggd FAT ol

Superposition and entanglement are exclusive to quantum mechanics and are
central to the potential that quantum computers offer.

FaraifarersT 3R vdaredie Farew AR & fav @Ay § 3R 3 37 Fre=msit & S

¢ SiI FICH HYE el Hld ol

How far have quantum computers come?

Quantum computers are technologically superior, but this doesn’t automatically mean
they will be better than classical computers at all tasks.

FATCH FOY cdeheienl T H ASS §, oAfehel SHHI TG HAdeld w16 ¢ T d FT Al A
FAAFHT FYI U dga gl

Over the years, experts have developed specific tasks that prove quantum computers
are capable of greater feats.

ast #, faRw=r o Rffrse #rt ffsfda e § S 78 anfda wa ¢ & Faien s
AgcaqUl 3uafeudl FI QU F H FaTH g
In 1994, Bell Labs computer scientist Peter Shor created Shor’s algorithm, which can

find the factors of large numbers in moments, rather than the millions of years required
by classical computers.

1994 #, 9ol ofeH & HY deATioteh dIeT AR o M FT TeMREH T2, St 93 Feawat
% IUTAEST Al HS &T0N H GG Hehell &, SIaleh FoATADhel HTYeA & g8h [T orat
el 9T |

This has major implications for data security, as current methods to secure data
involve locking the data and hiding the key in the solution of a difficult mathematical
problem.

SHHT ST YI&T W Agcdql WG ISl &, Fifeh aoATel & e &l AT el &
el F ST F Ak N AR U FioT AT FHEW S FAUT F Folt A
fure enfae gl

Large-number factorisation is one such problem, and classical computers require
enormous amounts of resources to solve it.

93 HEATHT F AUAEs Uh VAT & FHEAT §, 3N Fol@he FY F FH g Bl &
foT faemer Tt i 3MaTSdar gidr gl

But using Shor’s algorithm, a quantum computer could quickly get the key and open
the locks.
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cifehet 9 & TEANREH HT ITANT HYeh, Teh FACH FTYEI STeal A Foll Ao FHT Hebell
g 3 arer @ gehar T

The state of quantum computing

Faien Fogfear v Rufa

The state of quantum computing has come a long way.

FareH Fwegfedr i Rufa F 7 aF IgT IH &

In 2019, IBM unveiled the world’s first circuit-based commercial quantum computer,
Q System One.

2019 #, Irgaliear & gfaar @1 ggern Wike-araRa aifofsas Faresn Foye, 7 R
ad, 9T TR

Circuit-based designs are believed to be the most versatile for general quantum-
computing applications.

afe-amnRa Bemss o @HeT FaicA Hegfear sy & v Jod aar Aen
ST gl

Q System One uses circuits composed of quantum gates that manipulate qubits,
analogous to how classical computers use logic gates.

g ¥ 97 0q Fichel &1 39N FXT § il FICH ATH A & 81 o, oif Fafaew
Fr ffa axd € o Feflshe Fogel difored AeH F1 3TANT Fd &

In the same year, researchers at Google reported in a paper in Nature that their 53-
qubit ‘Sycamore’ processor had achieved quantum supremacy.

34T aY, IEre & ATHAT A AW H T TR #H ROe fmar & so1e 53-FFafee
‘HIEFAR NAFT o FAEH ASSAT IIeT ST g1

Quantum supremacy means when a quantum computer can solve a problem that
would take classical computers an unreasonable amount of time.

FATEH ASSAT 1 AJAS § 519 Teh FICH Heged 30 AT A gol F bl g, oA
Follffhel HTYSA H gol Fel H HATEATaF FHAT AT |

The paper claimed Sycamore completed a task in 200 seconds that would have taken
a supercomputer 10,000 years.

AU grar AT T T WRFAR A Uk S 200 AFF A qU fhar, TR T

FUHTYX I 10,000 AIel 1|

Earlier this month, Google unveiled a quantum chip called Willow, purportedly the
world’s first quantum processor in which error-corrected qubits improve as they scale.

S HEI I B3I H, [T o Teh Fared A7 &Y &1 3rarexor fvar, st w@a d w
gferar &1 ggell FaicH MW ¢, foaed gfe-guia Fafaca & 3R s & @y
R gd €l

Quantum states are easily prone to errors due to interactions with the environment, so

guantum computers need error correction to hold information long enough to perform
useful calculations.
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FACH ST GAGOT & HY SSURIA & HROT IEENT § AT #1 PR g dd &,
SHTIT FalcH HY HI I GUR T 3MaRIDAT gieh & dlfch d SATeTehRT i T
AT deh Uhs Toh 3R 39IRMN I0ET e |

Willow can finish a standard test in five minutes, while the same calculation could take
today’s best supercomputers 10 trillion trillion years.

Rt v A aeTor B aie A A qU R whar B, SafE agy aurer e & wed
IS FREHIRT F 10 Rfowe Rfowsr & o g §1

Present Limitations of Quantum Computers

FAlCH FYI A TAATA AT

Advancements are happening rapidly, but there are still many significant challenges to
overcome before quantum computers can become commonplace.

e ash @ & @ 8, il FarcH Foge &I AT §9 § 30AET H o & 98
#¢ Fgcaqu gatfaat 3l off ar aer E

The chief concern is that building quantum computers remains expensive and complex.
Ay AT 7€ & 1o FaieA hegedt &1 07 #gam AR srfee 5= 37 &

Keeping many qubits stable is also difficult due to error rates and decoherence (when
a qubit loses superposition because of noise from its surroundings).

& frafacw w1 TR T@ar o IR X 3R S=iedw (99 v fFafde 3ve maue &
R & HROT IO N ST §) & HROT HheT ¢

The problems that quantum computers are meant to solve, like discovering new drugs
or cracking mysteries in astronomy, require millions of qubits.

d FAEATC TSl HATYTA FaicH $ogedl Ganl fham S §, S8 15 qanat 1 @ier ar
GINAART H IZEAT FT gl BN, AT [FGTECH T ITLTRT gl o

Despite these challenges, the potential of quantum computers to be useful is clear,
which is why India launched the National Quantum Mission in 2023.

goT Al & STas)e, FaicH HTYEX & TN gl HhT &THA TISC &, g HROT &
foh IR & 2023 7 U FareH e P& R

The Indian government has set aside ¥6,000 crore for the mission, to be spent over
eight years, among other things to develop quantum computers. IR IR o1

fAereT & forv €6,000 03 feTRa fore &, 5 3me ant & @w forw soel, s 30
IS & 3elldr FaicH He Sl fahra Ao &
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Why are activists opposing
EC’s election rule amendment?

How has the Election Commission defended its decision to limit access to election documents?

|GS Paper II: EC's election rule Amendmentl

Sreeparna Chakrabart

The story so far:
he Centre on December 20
amended the Conduct of
Election Rules to restrict access
for the public to a section of
poll documents. This was done by the
Union Law Ministry following a
recommendation from the Election
Commission (EC). While the EC said the
amendment aims to restrict access to
electronic data, the Opposition and
transparency activists have been up in
arms, branding it as an attack on the right
to information and electoral freedom.

‘What is the Conduct of Election
Rules?

The Conduct of Election Rules,1961, is a
set of rules which provide for provisions
on how to conduct the elections as per
the Representation of People Act.

‘What is the amendment?
This amendment was brought into effect

through a notification issued by the
Ministry of Law and Justice on December
20. Rule 93(2)(a) of the 1961 Conduct of
Election Rules had earlier stated that “all
other papers relating to the election shall
be open to public inspection” but after
the amendment, it reads, “all other
papers as specified in these rules relating
to the election shall be open to public
inspection.”

Why has the amendment been
brought in now?

The move comes after a recent direction
to the EC by the Punjab and Haryana High
Court to share all documents related to
the Haryana Assembly election, including
treating CCTV footage also as permissible
under Rule 93(2) of the Conduct of
Election Rules, to petitioner Mahmoud
Pracha.

According to a senior official of the EC,
“The rule mentioned election papers. The
election papers and documents does not
specifically refer to electronic records. In
order to remove this ambiguity and

considering the serious issue of violation
of secrecy of vote and potential misuse of
CCTV footage of inside the polling station
using artificial intelligence by a single
person, the rule has been amended. The
EC argues that sharing of CCTV footage
may have serious repercussions,
especially in sensitive areas where secrecy
is important. All election papers and
documents are otherwise available for
public inspection.”

Why are the transparency activists
protesting?
According to transparency activist Anjali
Bharadwaj, Rule 93 is akin to the Right to
Information Act as far as elections are
concerned and, any change hurts the
citizen’s right to know about the process.
Venkatesh Nayak, Director
Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative
explained further that “upon initial
examination, the amendment appears to
be aimed at restricting citizen-voters’
right to access a large number of
documents created during Parliamentary

and State Assembly elections many of
which are not specifically mentioned in
the Conduct of Election Rules, instead,
they are mentioned in the handbooks and
manuals published by the Election
Commission from time to time”.

He said that given the controversy
about voter turnout in recent Lok Sabha
and Assembly polls, access to the
Presiding Officers’ diaries which contain
detailed data about voter turnout and the
number of tokens they distribute to voters
who are in the queue at the hour
scheduled for closing of polling are not
mentioned specifically in the Conduct of
Election Rules. “The amendment seeks to
prevent access to such documents and
many other reports and returns that are
filed by various election officials”.

What does the Opposition say?

The Congress claimed that a change in
rules regarding the conduct of elections
vindicated their assertions regarding the
rapidly eroding integrity of the electoral
process managed by the EC.

The Congress moved the Supreme
Court against the amendments on
Tuesday.

Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge
has said it was part of a “systematic
conspiracy to destroy the institutional
integrity of the EC”, while the Samajwadi
Party and the Left parties accused the EC
of “undermining multi-party democracy”
by taking “unilateral” decisions without
consulting all political parties.

Why are activists opposing EC’s election rule
amendment?

FFAl AT AT & AT AT e 1 e
FAY T @ 872

The Centre Amends the Conduct of Election Rules

Fg o goA1T HaTow Al # gaeer B

e On December 20, the Centre amended the Conduct of Election Rules to restrict
access for the public to a section of poll documents.

20 e &1, g o ol1a FaTerer gl # @iveet fomar arfes St &I goma qearast
%g@%ﬂﬁﬁ@ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ%mﬁl

e This amendment was made by the Union Law Ministry following a recommendation

from the Election Commission (EC).

I HerereT FErr R Fwarera canr gara s (EC) S fAwiver oy fhar a|
« While the EC said the amendment aims to restrict access to electronic data, the

Opposition and transparency activists have strongly protested, branding it as an

attack on the right to information and electoral freedom.

mﬁgmm@wﬁmﬁ:agﬁ%ﬁﬂasﬁaﬁﬁw%aﬁqgiﬁmﬁamas

Address
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THE GIST

v

The Centre amended the
Conduct of Election Rules on
December 20 to restrict public
access to certain
election-related documents,
following a recommendation
from the Election Commission.

v

The amendment has sparked
controversy, with the
Opposition and transparency
activists accusing the EC of
undermining transparency, the
right to informatien, and
electoral freedom.
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3eceT & foram o g, favet 3R uRefiar swaisit & saer ssr vy R g, 39
FAFR & HAFR 3R A Faa=ar R/ gHem IR AT B

What is the Conduct of Election Rules?

The Conduct of Election Rules, 1961, is a set of rules that provide provisions on how
to conduct elections as per the Representation of People Act.

AT WeTee fg#, 1961 T oAt &1 de § S sewfafaftes sfefaasr & qga
ATl B HH NI FLAT §, $6 WU TTel Hl |

What is the amendment?

N FAT 87

The amendment came into effect through a notification issued by the Ministry of Law
and Justice on December 20.

IE T F[A 3R AT FAT IR 20 AEaT i JIR FFw 70 v g &
HIEIH 8 T g3

Rule 93(2)(a) of the 1961 Conduct of Election Rules previously stated that “all other
papers relating to the election shall be open to public inspection,” but after the
amendment, it now reads, “all other papers as specified in these rules relating to the
election shall be open to public inspection.”

1961 & aATa Wt g@t & @aw 93(2)(a) 7 Tger &gl T A7 o gee & wafa
gsft 3T AT Faar Fr AT F AT 3y g, AfFA T F 916 3T g
FET AT ¢, “gATT ¥ Wl g1 gt # fafdse waft s qwamaer s i 9w &
faT 3qeretr gietl”

Why has the amendment been brought in now?

The move follows a recent direction by the Punjab and Haryana High Court to the EC
to share all documents related to the Haryana Assembly election, including treating
CCTV footage as permissible under Rule 93(2) of the Conduct of Election Rules.

I FeH qara AR gRAON 3T FAATer SarT gATa AT (EC) 1 gRATOM Frerrerars
AT & Hed T SEAQSI T HIST el HT G & & d1e o/ a14n g, forasd
WA G 1 Gara Farerr AT F AT 93(2) F dEA AT AGT I

According to a senior official of the EC, the rule mentioned election papers, but it did
not specifically refer to electronic records.

AT AT & Teh IRSS IR & 36AR, @77 & AT gFdrdst H1 e 2T,
AfheT 5T sAFeliad RPIS & [AAY T & 3oor@ Tgr ATl

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

e To remove ambiguity and prevent potential misuse, such as the violation of vote
secrecy and misuse of CCTV footage through artificial intelligence, the rule was
amended.

3TETSEAT T gy el 3R HFTAT GEUAT, S AAGTT MYARIAT 7 Seoitad AR
AR weor 1 FRAT FEfAar S AeTH @ U Ashed & AT ww F G
fopar aram|

e The EC argues that sharing CCTV footage may have serious repercussions, especially
in sensitive areas where secrecy is important.

AT AT T el & o WA Feor & qre Fer & e aRomer g dad ¢,
GrHH 3o HacaTeler &A1 7 S8l MUAIar Hgea ol &l
o All election papers and documents are otherwise available for public inspection.

Y gara qFaEer 3R FETET 3T adefaE @daor & v sqesy §)

Why are the transparency activists protesting?

e According to transparency activist Anjali Bharadwaj, Rule 93 is akin to the Right to
Information Act concerning elections, and any change hurts the citizen’s right to know
about the process.

URERIAT Hhel JeTfer $TRearst & ITaR, fAaer 93 YAl & Feet # gaar &
HAFR FgeT & FAW g, 3R I 81 deorrd AR & IR e F Ffasr o
AT TEITCT &

e« Venkatesh Nayak, Director of Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative, explained

that the amendment appears to restrict citizen-voters’ right to access a large number of
documents created during Parliamentary and State Assembly elections.

dFA AF, FIAAACY TFAA T3eH AT & A2, AT & HlesT &
mﬁmﬁ%mﬁﬁﬁ@aﬁmﬁmmmg,mmﬁm
fremawesm gomat & e sae v )

e Many documents, including Presiding Officers’ diaries, which contain detailed data
about voter turnout, are not specifically mentioned in the Conduct of Election Rules but
are in handbooks and manuals published by the EC.

Fs cEdae, s SR Hfprad i s afAe € S Aderar defier & ax A
faEqa 3eT vare R §, gora waree fgat A &9y &9 @ seaf@d 78 & afes
259 3N A & g1 g €, Sl Iolta HTANT GaRT FHAI-FHT R AR T Sy
gl

e The amendment seeks to prevent access to such documents and reports that are filed
by various election officials.

TN T g¥asi IR Rt T 95 1 Aol T JAT FT ¢ S Ao gomg
srftrRat carr arf@e fae are €
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What does the Opposition say?
fager Fa1 Fear@?

The Congress claimed that the change in election rules vindicated their assertions
about the rapidly eroding integrity of the electoral process managed by the EC.

FA A FeT & oA et 7§ aRads F 396 38 g H FqE o § & gamt
ufdhar A $AWERY St g AT EaRT Y B Sl §, Ao § FAER & @ &
The Congress moved the Supreme Court against the amendments on Tuesday.
FIH o HIATAR T So1 HAEAT & o Foor FIEF Frierer grax H

Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge has stated it is part of a “systematic
conspiracy to destroy the institutional integrity of the EC,” while the Samajwadi Party

and Left parties accused the EC of undermining multi-party democracy by making
unilateral decisions without consulting all political parties.

FEAW IeqeT AT TS A Fgl fF Ig AT AT Hi FEARTT SATTGRT HT 7TsC
A & v v gLl arforer &1 ffear §, Safe aAreardr adt 3N amradt gat o
AT HANT R Thahr 0T ot 1 3R ooy g, fom @i aoreifaes ariéat &
WA U
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Noble legacy: Tomb of the third Mughal emperor in Sikandra in Agra. GETTY IMAGES

L.

Management lessons from Akbar the
Great’s handbook

A new biography looks into Akbars life to draw some inspiration on how to manage the boardroom. The third Mughal emperor was always thinking
on his feet, one step ahead of friend and foe; but he also knew that force had to be tempered with tolerance, and confidence with caution

GS Paper I: Medieval
Histo

ven as elements in the

right-wing have made attempts

to nibble at the great Jalaluddin

Akbar, historians and authors
have taken it upon themselves to project
the third Mughal emperor clothed in
nothing but facts of history.

Around the time of COVID-19, Ira
Mukhoty came out with her exhaustive
biography, Akbar The Great Mughal: The
Definitive Biography (Aleph). It came on
the heels of Manimugdha S. Sharma’s
Allahu Akbar: Understanding the Great
Mughal in Today’s India (Bloomsbury)
where the author, as the title suggests,
made an attempt to see the Mughal
monarch in the light of modern-day
developments.

The books show why Akbar is
considered an Indian icon and a king with
compassion and empathy. Instead of
spending his childhood as a royal prince,
practising calligraphy and honing his
skills with the sword, Akbar lived those
years, as Mukhoty writes, “in the
company of his beloved animals and their
keepers...He raced pigeons, ran alongside
camels and dogs, and hunted cheetahs,
lions, tiger, and deer. And Akbar tested
his physical strength and courage against
wild elephants, learning to ride and to
tame them.”

Akbar had grown up practically
illiterate but would eventually be “known
for his reverence for learning,
penmanship, books...and would
patronise some of the most extraordinary
works of writing, translation and
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illustration ever undertaken in the
country,” Mukhoty points out.

This quest for knowing the unknown
led Akbar to build Ibadat Khana, an
assembly of scholars of different religions.
Akbar's congregation of men of spiritual
accomplishment was the work of a truly
liberal mind. At a time when the Safavids
were persecuting non-Shias in Iran and
Europe had no space for non-Christians,
Akbar invited them all. He abolished the
religious tax, jiziya, for non-Muslims and
did away with the pilgrimage tax on
Hindus and was known to prevent Sati. As
Sharma quotes Abul Fazl in Allahu Akbar,
“The Shahenshah in his wisdom and
tolerance remitted all these taxes, which
amounted to crores. He looked upon such
grasping of property as blameable and
issued orders forbidding the levy thereof”

In simpler words, it meant, as Sharma
writes, “The state wouldn’t come in
between an individual and his faith.”

Beyond religion
Yet Akbar’s relevance goes beyond the

sphere of religion as noted journalist and
author Shazi Zaman discusses in his
latest, Akbar The Great CEO: The
Emperor’s 30 Rules of Leadership.
Published by Speaking Tiger, the book has
a contemporary, and non-historic feel to
it. In its innovative approach lies its
appeal. Zaman presents Akbar as a
practitioner of some dictates which would
do a management guru proud.
Interestingly, the book opens with the
words of a Jesuit priest stationed at
Akbar’s court. The priest wrote in awe,
“He was a prince beloved of all, firm with

the great, kind to those of low estate, and
just to all men, high or low, neighbour or
stranger, Christian, Saracen or Gentile; so
that every man believed that the King was
on his side.” The priest’s words were
borne by the fact that Akbar, as Zaman
writes, “perfected the art of ruling witha
light touch even though he had the means
to be brutal”

The surprise factor

So what were the 30 rules of Akbar?
Though he ruled in an age when the
Emperor was often larger than life, Akbar
believed in subtlety. Importantly, as his
experience with the Afghan king Daud
Khan Karrani proved, Akbar was not just
fast in his thinking, he was unpredictable
too. When he would be least expected to
show up in a battle, he would take the
enemy by surprise, vanquish his forces,
and bring him to his knees. “When the
Rubicon was to be crossed was a call that
he [Akbar] took in a manner so
unpredictable that his opponents could
never gain an advantage by guessing it,”
writes Zaman. “The Emperor’s audacity
was well documented visually as well... In
one painting, he is seen holding a cheetah
by its ear, and in another painting, he is
seen mounted on a mast elephant and
chasing another across a shaky bridge
built on boats.”

Zaman mentions another incident
which underscores Akbar’s acuity. When
a slave attacked him, Akbar knew who
was behind it but chose to remain quiet.

As Zaman writes, “Even the truth has
to await its moment.” Does it remind you
of office boardroom meetings? Maybe. But
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remember this was the strategy of the
Mughal emperor who was merely 21 at the
time of the attack. He knew the truth, but
also knew how to use it to his advantage
later in life. Little wonder then that one of
Akbar’s favourite books which he also
recommended to his officers was
Akhlag-i-Nasiri, a 13th century text on
etiquette and way of life, which said, “The
king should keep his secrets concealed, so
that he can change his mind without
sounding contradictory...The need to
keep secrets has to be combined with the
need to consult intelligent people.” Akbar
did it all. Be it his relationship with
Maham Anga and Bairam Khan, or later
the Rajputs, Akbar was always smart and
wise. Zaman'’s book progresses like an
equation in a science book as he goes on
to reveal many facets of Akbar’s
personality.

Cultivated image

One such aspect was the way he looked,
and the way he presented himself.
“Akbar’s image was cultivated, recorded
and disseminated with a lot of thought.
There was a message in how he dressed
and looked and what he chose to be doing
in the picture. Each portrait portrays a
facet of his personality. It never was a
picture for the sake of a picture,” writes
Zaman.

Written with the brush of an artist, the
book is a must-read for anyone looking for
life lessons and critical values,
particularly in the boardroom. The
‘illiterate’ emperor was indeed a wise
man, who never “went to extremes” in
any direction.
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Management lessons from Akbar the Great’s
handbook

Y HETT HT JRETHT F JaUT & b

A new biography looks into Akbar’s life to draw some inspiration on
how to manage the boardroom. The third Mughal emperor was always
thinking on his feet, one step ahead of friend and foe; but he also
knew that force had to be tempered with tolerance, and confidence
with caution

ST B FF AdS R 1T, 5 W FE WO A F AT vF aF
et el & Sfiad W AR STl §1 N/ HIT aee gAwn 39
WY 9T @31 @ o1, A AR QAT ¥ TF FH A [EAT AT, AR 7%
7% o ST a1 5 g9 F wEerellaar & W@y 3R arenfeaw A
AU F JIT WG F@AT g

The Legacy of Akbar: A Historical Reassessment

IFha HT e F WAeRAF qas{eaisa

e Elements in the right-wing have made attempts to undermine Jalaluddin Akbar, but
historians and authors have taken it upon themselves to present the third Mughal
emperor based purely on historical facts.

SrRIqYY deal A STeTdedre FFaT I e @ Hr iR &1 g, dfehet sfagrasri AR
AGH! A AR FIA FATE F hdol U AF T2 & MUR W G = H1 S
351 &

e Around the time of COVID-19, Ira Mukhoty released her comprehensive biography,
Akbar The Great Mughal: The Definitive Biography (Aleph).

FfAS-19 &% AT & HNE-UH, S @A o I A9h Saall Hpaw & de Fael: &
SfplAfea FrFIamH! (TA®) JRITRAT I
e This came shortly after Manimugdha S. Sharma’s Allahu Akbar: Understanding the

Great Mughal in Today’s India (Bloomsbury), which attempts to understand Akbar
through the lens of modern-day India.

Ig AT CH. [ BN Hoelg HPaR: HSREL/STT & I HIel 3 5% 35497
(SeFHeY) & Xl d1G 37T, ST HFa< &l ST & AN & Hesl H FAS T Hifarer
LT gl
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o The books highlight why Akbar is considered an Indian icon, a king with compassion
and empathy.

Y frare g Fardr § & 7O el F T HRAT IdF 3R T gHe & ®q F @r
ST & ToiTe &am 3iR weregeifar o |

e Instead of living his childhood as a royal prince, practicing calligraphy and
swordsmanship, Akbar spent his early years, as Mukhoty writes, “in the company of his
beloved animals and their keepers...”

S AGSH forEel & foh et o ASTHAR o T & A Fe0el Hhr figal i e,
dfee gg 3ua T Saawt 3R 39 @are & Iy a7 foaa 3|

e Akbar, who was practically illiterate as a child, would eventually be known for his
reverence for learning, penmanship, and patronage of extraordinary works of
translation and illustration.

TIYT & HhaT T [ReR o, dfhad ag 3iad: Rem F afa A, gFaner® s,
3R srefadiT d@e 3R 3fqare FRf & @& & AT S v

e Akbar’s quest for knowledge led him to build the Ibadat Khana, an assembly of scholars
from different religions.

HFaET T AT HT WSl F 3¢ S96d AT 9 & fow IRT Far, o [ffesr et &
facarst dr g o

e Akbar’s inclusive approach in inviting people of different religions, abolishing the jiziya
tax, and preventing Sati marked him as a ruler with a liberal mindset.

Hpa FT gAAN e, [fFe gt F e = 3mAlRa wer, e i
FATCT FLAT 3R Y I Aehedl, 306 Teh 3R ATATAHT dTel AqTF & & FH TS

T g
e As Sharma quotes Abul Fazl, Akbar remitted taxes amounting to crores, seeing such
taxes as “blameable” and forbidding them.

QT Y Il HoTel FI TN G EU FgT foh IheR o HUS & K 1 7h T o,
57¢ ‘T HAd §U 3e0 WA X f|
o Akbar’s leadership extended beyond religious tolerance; his approach was also about

leadership and management as discussed in Shazi Zaman’s Akbar The Great CEO:
The Emperor’s 30 Rules of Leadership.

3Fa T AcJed shael UTfHh FIRFSULAT coh AT LT AT, 3oieh TfoCehIoT & Aefed 3N
gatre off o, ST 6 el STA fr ohae Jdev @ d s & TFRYT 30 Fod
3ITF AISITH I I g

e The book presents Akbar as a practitioner of leadership strategies that would make a
modern-day management guru proud.

Ig fohclTdl e 1 Teh aicjed TGN & hell & & H Ted Il &, Sl Teh 3Mefareh
YEEe I[E I AT HT Hehll T

e Zaman’s book opens with a Jesuit priest’s description of Akbar, praising him as a
prince beloved by all, just to everyone, and fair to all, regardless of religion or status.

FHT Y fRaTe BT LRI Th AYFE el & IR 3heR T JUIT FIA G B
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fSad 3¢ @l &1 B, & forell & 9fd =arqeT 3R et ar Fufd & warg &
foam @efr & 9fq | A= =2 B

e Akbar’s unpredictability in battle and his ability to take the enemy by surprise are
highlighted as one of his key qualities.

e H HFaT Y VARG 3R Y & eprat T 3HH &TAAT B 3HH TG
fadwansit # & v & ¥ # fG@mr w3 g

o A key example of Akbar’s tactical mind is the story where he knew the truth about an
attack on him but chose to wait for the right moment to reveal it.

e I 0TATAR AT HT T JHW 3EE0T 98 U &, S 3ogiel 30l IR gHel
F IR H T I, dfhed 38 T& THT W Yohe Fa &1 Aoty form)

e Akbar’s favorite book was Akhlaqg-i-Nasiri, a 13th-century text on etiquette and ways
of life, which advised rulers to keep secrets and consult intelligent people.

Heha 1 qHSIET fohdTe 3r@ems-u-arfadt o, 5 1387 |<r 1 fRrseramr 3N sfaer &
aHI W IR T 916 AT, fTHH araeht 1 T @A AR GEfar= aem & waAed
el T Tollg &7 15 AT

e The book Akbar The Great CEO also discusses Akbar’'s image, presenting how he
cultivated and portrayed himself through portraits, each revealing different aspects of his
personality.

foraTe 3rhaR & A W& 7 PR A Bfa W off 7T Fir a8 &, @ g sarar
¢ o 3egie el Aideq & ATH ¥ 9T B F T8 3R g i, S
Sefehl egferadld faANA3it & faffest Tge @ 3T

o Written with a blend of history and management wisdom, the book is a valuable read
for anyone looking for life lessons and leadership insights, especially in boardroom
settings.

ﬁmwmﬂ@wmﬁwmymﬁwmﬂaﬂ%mw
Adca & TfeehT & fAT T HeaarT ders ¥, T wrterd afded |

e The'illiterate' emperor was indeed a wise ruler, who never “went to extremes” in any

direction.
Ig 'R FHIE T F U JefOAR A o1, [ et o feer & “srcafee e
e |
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President Murmu
names Ajay Bhalla
Manipur Governor

Former Union Minister General V. K. Singh (retd) appointed Mizoram

Governor, while Kerala Governor Arif Khan will take up the post in Bihar

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

ormer Union Home
F Secretary Ajay Bhal-

la has been appoint-
ed Governor of Manipur in
the latest gubernatorial ap-
pointments and reshuffle
by President Droupadi
Murmu on Tuesday across
five States.

The appointments in-
clude former Union Minis-
ter General V. K. Singh
(retd) as Governor of Mizo-
ram, and Kerala Governor
Arif Mohammed Khan be-
ing made Governor of
Bihar.

The President has ac-
cepted the resignation of
Odisha Governor Raghu-
bar Das.

The appointment to the
Manipur Raj Bhavan is sig-
nificant as the State has
witnessed ethnic strife re-
sulting in violence bet-
ween the Meitei communi-
ty and Kuki tribes since
May 2023. Anusuiya Uikey
was the last full-time Go-
vernor of the State and
since July this year, Assam
Governor Lakshman Pra-

New roles: General V.K. Singh (retd) and Ajay Kumar Bhalla.

sad Acharya was holding
additional charge.

Said to be close to Home
Minister Amit Shah, Mr.
Bhalla steered some of the
key legislation such as the
Citizenship (Amendment)
Act, 2019 and the three
new criminal laws during
his tenure as the Home Se-
cretary. A 1984-batch IAS
officer of the Assam-Megh-
alaya cadre, he retired on
August 22.

New Kerala governor
The change of Governor in
Kerala is another political-
ly significant move.

Mr. Khan had been hav-
ing regular run-ins with the
Left Front government in
the State.

So, while he has been
shifted to Bihar, the incum-
bent Bihar Governor, Ra-
jendra Vishwanath Arle-
kar, has been named the
new Governor of Kerala.

The incumbent Gover-
nor of Mizoram, Hari Babu
Kambhampati, has been
appointed Governor of
Odisha.

A former chief of the In-
dian Army, Gen. Singh suc-
cessfully contested the Lok
Sabha polls twice (2014
and 2019) from the Ghazia-
bad seat in Uttar Pradesh
on BJP ticket and was part
of the Union Council of Mi-
nisters.

The party, however, did
not offer him ticket in the
2024 Lok Sabha polls.

President Murmu names Ajay
Bhalla Manipur Governor

Tsgufd qH o IFSIT ol i
AT #1 TsgqTer Agaa

Former Union Minister General V. K.
Singh (retd) appointed Mizoram
Governor, while Kerala Governor Arif
Khan will take up the post in Bihar

qd F4T 7 TR A F. e (Farfaga)
S HARA &1 Tl Aged fFar
Safh Il F TeIIT NG @l fgr &
g HHTelT

Former Union Home Secretary Ajay Bhalla Appointed
Governor of Manipur

@ FAT 75 ART ST ST H AT FT AT
fAagea fam o

Ajay Bhalla, former Union Home Secretary, has been appointed Governor of
Manipur in the latest round of gubernatorial appointments by President Droupadi
Murmu on Tuesday across five states.

ST SredT, T4 FA I[E WA, T Hlelar w1 Teedfa aadt 7 garr g asat A

fopv a0 FdIeTaR Taurer AgfFaal & 7forqw #1 Tewrarer g fomar g

The appointments also include General V. K. Singh (retd) as Governor of Mizoram,
and Arif Mohammed Khan (Kerala Governor) being shifted to Governor of Bihar.

3ol gt & serer Y. &. g (@araiga) i AERA F1 T4 3R 3IRE
AFAC A (3 & ToIUT) A [AgR F AT & T H AR FaAT 137 B
The President has accepted the resignation of Odisha Governor Raghubar Das.
Tsgufd o BT F TSI TYAR G T EADT FhR AT forar gl

The appointment to the Manipur Raj Bhavan is significant as the state has witnessed
ethnic strife between the Meitei community and Kuki tribes since May 2023.

AR Teisa=T H AgfFa dgcaqol & Fife Tsg # Az e 3R Fhr saenfaat
& g 7S 2023 A ATNT FEY WA A AT gl
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Anusuiya Uikey was the last full-time Governor of the state, and since July 2023,
Assam Governor Lakshman Prasad Acharya was holding additional charge.

HIFAT 35F U A1 3ifae qoiemios Togurer of, iR s 2023 @ 3w F

TSI FA&HAT YHIE AR 1 JAfaRed g99R giar a/=ar

Ajay Bhalla is said to be close to Home Minister Amit Shah and played a significant
role in key legislations such as the Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019, and the three
new criminal laws during his tenure as Home Secretary.

IS edT 1 I[E AN HAT AE & HI AT e § 3R 3egiar AerRapar (waer)
sfafaaa, 2019 3R 9 @ & &9 & 39 FRS & SR deT JT ITTARAE
FIAT oI FAgcaqul [Turrel 7 FAgeaqur {fFH eS|

Bhalla, a 1984-batch IAS officer of the Assam-Meghalaya cadre, retired on August
22, 2023.

IS HodT, ITA-AGUTAT $HaT F 1984 8 F IAS HAFRY, o7 22 3091Ed 2023 I
ﬂaﬁagr'g’trl

New Kerala Governor Appointed

AT A Tsqqrer fagerer fomam arm

The change of Governor in Kerala is politically significant as Arif Mohammed Khan
had regular run-ins with the Left Front government in the state.

FT A TSI FT qRAAA Aslellicleh ®9 ¥ Hecdqul § Faifer ARG ANgFaAg @iet a0

T TPR & T RMAR Thid @7 AT

Arif Mohammed Khan has been shifted to Bihar, and the current Governor of Bihar,
Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar, has been named the new Governor of Kerala.

INE AgFAae T F [FgR THaRd fFar 7ar §, 3 a7 MER & T4 Teig
fasuy Jrefert AT T FT FTAT TeIUT AGF fohar IR

The current Governor of Mizoram, Hari Babu Kambhampati, has been appointed
Governor of Odisha.

e F adaAe Tsaarer g8 91q FHAUTE 1 AT FT TeFITS g fhar
gl

General V. K. Singh's Political Background
e A1, &. AT F1 Teelifas geofA

General V. K. Singh, a former chief of the Indian Army, successfully contested the Lok
Sabha elections from the Ghaziabad seat in Uttar Pradesh in 2014 and 2019 on a BJP
ticket.

e @ F. T, RAT Fo & qF 9q@, 7 IR TU & i die d 2014 3R
2019 # disidt fehe W AHAHT AT Slidd H Fheldl Yo |
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o However, the BJP did not offer him a ticket for the 2024 Lok Sabha elections.
grefifeh, dISIdt A 376 2024 AHWHT 19 & AT feshe 16T feam

“Rooppur nuclear project is

for well-being of people of
Bangladesh: Russia’s Rosatom

GS Paper ll:
India-Bangladesh-Russi

oo

Russian nuclear major Ro-
satom on Tuesday said the
Bangladesh anti-graft com-
mission’s remarks are “an
attempt to discredit” the
Rooppur nuclear power
project. The project also
led to a tripartite agree-
ment among Bangladesh,
Russia and India which
was signed in March 2018.

In a statement issued to
the media, Rosatom reiter-
ated that the $12.65 billion
Rooppur project is tran-
sparent and that it is ready
to defend the case in a

U.S. NSA Sullivan
assures Yunus of
support to deal with
"challenges” facing
Bangladesh

court of law. The unusual
disturbance in Dhaka-Mos-
cow relation coincided
with deepening engage-
ment between Bangladesh
and the U.S. On Tuesday,
U.S. National Security Ad-
visor Jake Sullivan spoke
with Bangladesh Chief Ad-
viser Prof. Mohammad Yu-
nus and “reiterated the Un-

the “challenges”
Bangladesh.

The statement from Ro-
satom came a day after the
Anti-Corruption Commis-
sion of Bangladesh came
out with a statement alleg-
ing that deposed Prime Mi-
nister Sheikh Hasina and
her family members in-
cluding her niece Tulip
Siddiq, an MP in the UK,,
laundered $900 million to
offshore outfits in Malay-
sia. The commission stated
it has discovered around $5
billion “irregularities” in
the Rooppur nuclear pow-

facing

Rooppur nuclear project
Is for well-being of
people of Bangladesh:
Russia’s Rosatom

TIYY AT GRANST=AT
el & AN HT AATS
& T & & & quEeH

Rosatom Responds to Bangladesh Anti-
Corruption Commission’s Remarks

VHETH o qETATRST MeER A0S 3T
#r feoqoiy gy yfafsrar &

er project that has been in

ited States’ support” for the works since 2011.

Russian nuclear major Rosatom stated that Bangladesh Anti-Corruption
Commission’s remarks are “an attempt to discredit” the Rooppur nuclear power
project.

T HT GAT] FYAT QWA o Fgl & aeramger sserar fAdus smaer #ir feoaforat
Ao GTATI] ot GRANSAT &l TedTH A 1 TAE" &

The Rooppur project also led to a tripartite agreement among Bangladesh, Russia,
and India, signed in March 2018.

UoqR GRATSAT o SETATRer, T 3R ARG & &I AT 2018 F gEaneiRa Paafr gasttar
ofr foRam

In a statement, Rosatom reiterated that the $12.65 billion Rooppur project is
transparent and that it is ready to defend the case in a court of law.

Teh A H, QAETA o gl o $12.65 faferger & o aR@isren areeff & 3k g
SU FTEA JeTed H aae & faT AR g

The disturbance in Dhaka-Moscow relations coincided with deepening engagement
between Bangladesh and the U.S..

TH-ATEH! T8l & AT IAR-TSE HT AT TETaARer 3R 3ANFTF ST 18y @
waet & g3
On Tuesday, U.S. National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan spoke with Bangladesh

Chief Adviser Prof. Mohammad Yunus and “reiterated the United States’ support” for
the challenges facing Bangladesh.
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HITAR 1, FANFT & TET FI&T FARHR AT loaer o TRy F &I FARHN
W, AFAG IoTd & a1 I HR TEIC & FHA 3o drell Faatfadt & v agFa
TsT HANST FT FALST grgm|

e The statement from Rosatom came a day after the Anti-Corruption Commission of
Bangladesh alleged that deposed Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and her family
members, including her niece Tulip Siddiqg (a U.K. MP), laundered $900 million to
offshore outfits in Malaysia.

NHCTH T TN, TRTATGET AR fANUF 3ART GaR’T Tg 3RY o6l & Tah &t
a1g 31T fF 3WE HhéT IS gUHAFEAT 4 Wi 3R 399 IRAR & ey, [ 3T
s1ciioh gfera Rigfars (3. 1 @iwe) o anfe & & $900 fafare 1 ardifRrar
JTHeR Hufaal & grErsr ¥ #a|
e The Commission stated that it has discovered around $5 billion worth of
“irregularities” in the Rooppur nuclear power project, which has been in development

since 2011.

3T o el & 3T o AT FaAT IRAYSTAT 3 ofarstar $5 fafager v
“srfaafaane” @t §, 5 2011 @ s & =@or 7 g

The universe’s speed limit

[GS Paper IiI: S&T ]

Q: How do we know
the speed of light?
A: After centuries of
developing improved
instruments to
measure everything in
the physical world
with increasing precision, scientists
have agreed to define the speed of
light as precisely 299,792,458 m/s.
Their agreement redefines their
yardstick, in this case the metre, in
terms of the speed of light rather than
the other way around.
Before that, calculations of the speed
of light were conventionally based on
how long it took a pulse of light to
cover a known distance. Because the
speed of light is so great, it had to be
a very great distance, and
comparatively accurate
measurements had to await the
development of sensitive modern
instruments.
The first practical estimate was made
in 1676 by Ole Roemer, a Danish
astronomer then working at the Royal
Observatory in Paris. Roemer noticed
when studying the eclipses of
Jupiter’s moons that the intervals
between the disappearance of some
of the moons behind the planet
varied with distances between Jupiter
and the earth. He reasoned that the
velocity of light was responsible for
an apparent delay in the eclipse when
Jupiter was more distant from the
earth. He calculated the speed of light
to be around 225,300 km/s.
Roemer did not know the precise

Modern estimates of the speed of light are made
with a laser beam and an atomic clock. THOMAS
KINTO

distance to Jupiter, so his estimate
was considerably different from
modern figures of around 299,792
km/s, give or take a few billionths of a
second. These estimates are made
with a laser beam and an atomic
clock.

For k and suggesti

for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Daily page’

fondh

The universe’s speed
limit

SEAUS T afa AT

How Do We Know the Speed of Light?
&H TSI FT AT F HE AT §?

o After centuries of developing improved
instruments to measure everything in the
physical world with increasing precision,
scientists have agreed to define the speed of
light as precisely 299,792,458 m/s.

ARINF gferar & g7 st A Tocd Thdr
& "I A & fow a@fedt a& 3ead
39RO & faerd & 91, JATfaehl oF Jehrer
&1 I1far AT 299,792,458 He/AHS & T

IR e W HgATT SIS &

¢ Their agreement redefines their yardstick,
in this case the metre, in terms of the speed
of light rather than the other way around.
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3eTohT Ig HASIIAT 3oTeh ASTEEH (g1 HIC) I Tehrer T M & Feoy H qAuReANT

AT &, T 5TF b Ig IIAT gidTl
o Before that, calculations of the speed of light were conventionally based on how long it
took a pulse of light to cover a known distance.

Y Ugel, WehIeT T 1T Hr I0TAT IRURS & & 50 W JAeRa Ar Toh weprer &1 v
TeH H UF AT g8 P aF el 7 fhcell THAT ot |

e Because the speed of light is so great, it had to be a very great distance, and
comparatively accurate measurements had to await the development of sensitive
modern instruments.

ﬁﬁm@rﬁﬁ%ﬁwé,wﬁvsﬁwwaﬁq&mmﬁéﬂ,w
delellcH ¥4 & T AT H Haeerefle refash IqHoi & ARy $T SAR e
EE

e The first practical estimate was made in 1676 by Ole Roemer, a Danish astronomer
then working at the Royal Observatory in Paris.

Ygell dReciideh oAl 1676 3 et AT garT fham arr T, 5 30 wag R & 1T
HieTded H H1H HT 7| U
¢ Roemer noticed when studying the eclipses of Jupiter’s moons that the intervals

between the disappearance of some of the moons behind the planet varied with
distances between Jupiter and the earth.

VA A S FAFON b1 e foham, dF 3egial @ T ggeufa & =weamt & agor &
AT S 3ol ¥, 9 gerufa AR gedr & o & g & a1y e A

e He reasoned that the velocity of light was responsible for an apparent delay in the
eclipse when Jupiter was more distant from the earth.

3egiel JeTHT ST foh ST ggeafar gzdt & gx or, f 7801 A e et S & faw

gehrel i Ifd [SFATR 4|
e He calculated the speed of light to be around 225,300 km/s.
3oglel UehTr T ITfT I SI9THIT 225,300 frali/AFs & §T F 01T fohaT|

e« Roemer did not know the precise distance to Jupiter, so his estimate was considerably
different from modern figures of around 299,792 km/s, give or take a few billionths of a
second.

WA T geeafar HT TF qU &M TaT 61 AT, FAMAT o1 ITAT YA st
hTORT 3TeaT T, ST o1aT8Ter 299,792 F#l/A+S &, ST $© AAWHS deh TG-UC Hehell B

e These estimates are made with a laser beam and an atomic clock.
Y AT Ao I AR weiffs adft & Aregw @ fhe o g
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