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6 killed, 20 hurt in
Tirupati stampede

Thousands of people had gathered to collect tickets for temple festival

tomorrow; Naidu directs action against TTD employees found guilty

|GS Paper lil: Disaster Management |

The Hindu Bureau
TIRUMALA

ix persons were
S killed and more than

20 critically injured
in a stampede at Tirupati
late on Wednesday evening
as people jostled for tickets
for the Vaikunta Ekadasi
festival at the Tirumala
temple on Friday, the
Chairman of the Tirumala
Tirupati  Devasthanams
Trust Board, B.R. Naidu,
said.

The TTD had set up
around 90 counters at va-
rious locations in Tirupati
and announced that tickets
would be made available
from 5 a.m. on Thursday.
The announcement drew
tens of thousands of peo-
ple, eager to ensure their
place for darshan.

However, the over-
whelming crowd at the

Rush for darshan: People gather near a ticket counter at Vishnu
Nivasam in Tirupati on Wednesday. ANI

counters, including Vishnu
Nivasam, Bairagipatteda,
and Ramachandra Pushka-
rini, led to chaos as the ar-
rangements were report-
edly not adequate. The
police had a tough time
controlling the crowd.

The injured were
rushed to the government-
run Sri Venkateswara Ram-
narain Ruia Hospital for
treatment. Authorities

have yet to confirm the
identities of the deceased
and the injured.

Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu expressed shock ov-
er the incident and in-
structed the TTD and pol-
ice officials to extend the
best medical care. He
called for strict action
against the employees res-
ponsible for the incident.

Stampede in Tirupati:
Six Killed, 20 Injured

fasufa Ics: o
e A AT, 20 g

Six persons killed and
more than 20 injured in a
stampede at Tirupati on
Wednesday evening during
arush to collect Vaikunta
Ekadasi festival tickets for
Tirumala temple.

foeufa & qear o #r
e H SF e & "ig
3t 20 @ I Aer g™
8 T, S« T v Afew
¥ d%c tHed 3T &
feFe aa F faw 373

e The stampede occurred as

thousands of people gathered to ensure their place for darshan at the festival on

Friday.
HICS 9 g5 ST9 §oIRI AT AR 1 g2l & v 39el s7g gialRed wa & fav
gheal gul

TTD Counters and Ticket Distribution
AN w3y I fRwe Ravor
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The Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams (TTD) set up around 90 counters in Tirupati to
distribute tickets starting from 5 a.m. on Thursday.

foearen favafa davamsw (&R & fagafar & ererT 90 FEew oMU 3R AR
qaE 59§ feohc fTAROT Y& Fel T awom F|

The announcement drew tens of thousands of people, but arrangements were
inadequate, causing chaos at locations like Vishnu Nivasam, Bairagipatteda, and
Ramachandra Pushkarini.

3 9IVOT ¥ §eIRT &RT Sahcol 'g"tr,a%q-q‘tr-r oo o, forad fremer #fis o fasoy
fovaras, Sreftaeear 3N werds ROl S TurE! o) 3RTsTRar et 27

Police struggled to control the crowd, leading to severe injuries for more than 20
people.

gfew # sfis AT & & Ffoamg gs, T8 20 ¥ 30 o MR T F aF &
|

Response from Authorities

g afafsar

The injured were taken to the government-run Sri Venkateswara Ramnarain Ruia
Hospital for treatment.

HIE! & AIRRT A dheeay ARV ISAT YT H ST & foIT o Sr =]
Authorities are yet to confirm the identities of the deceased and injured.

WA & 3 aF HaHl 3R Ggal A gg=r 1 giee 78t g

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu expressed shock and
directed TTD and police officials to ensure best medical care and take strict action
against guilty employees.

3T TR F HEIHA T, UGaTq AMIZ A Gl W g@ Jad fhar 3N &dS 7 gfow
FfFRET w dgav RAfFcar giur gee @ 31k F#aiat F @ae e
FRATE Tl & W6y T
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Data Rules to be rolled out
by mid-2025, says Vaishnaw

[GS Paper lll: Cyber Security |

Varghese K. George

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

The Union government is
aiming at finalising and
notifying the Digital Perso-
nal Data Protection Rules,
currently in a draft state,
by the middle of the year,
Union Minister of Electron-
ics and Information Tech-
nology Ashwini Vaishnaw
has said.

“The consultations so
far have been extensive,
and people are by and
large okay with the provi-
sions,” Mr. Vaishnaw said
in an exclusive interview
with The Hindu on Wed-
nesday. “I don’t see too
many amendments com-
ing in the final notification
beyond some tweaks.”

While large firms are
prepared to comply quick-
ly with most of the Rules,
Mr. Vaishnaw said that a
maximum of two years are
being given for implemen-
tation. This will allow cer-
tain categories of data fidu-

The law has been drafted in a
way to ensure the functioning
and autonomy of the board

s

and people are by and large
okay with the provisions
ASHWINI VAISHNAW

ciaries some more time to
prepare for the full imple-
mentation of the Digital
Personal Data Protection
(DPDP) Act, 2023, which
the Rules seek to opera-
tionalise. The government
is currently accepting sta-
keholder comments on the
draft until February 18.
“The law has been draft-
ed in a way to ensure the
functioning and autonomy
of the Personal Data Pro-
tection Board of India,” Mr.
Vaishnaw said, adding that
the implementation of the
Act would be digital in na-
ture. The same approach
has been followed in at

The consultations so far
have been extensive,

Union Minister of Electronics
and Information Technology

least one other institution:
the Grievance Appellate
Committee, which deals
with social media com-
plaints under the IT Rules,
2021.

Promoting components
On electronics manufac-
turing, Mr. Vaishnaw said,
“We are working on a pro-
gramme for promoting
and incentivising compo-
nent manufacturing in our
country”, adding to exist-
ing schemes for IT hard-
ware and semiconductors.

FULL INTERVIEW ON
» PAGE 13

Data Rules to be
rolled out by mid-
2025, says
Vaishnaw

3T f@9da 2025 &
ALY dF 9] fFC
STUar, ASOTq o gl

e The Union government is
aiming to finalise and notify
the Digital Personal Data
Protection Rules by the
middle of 2025, currently in a
draft state.

Fg THR 1 oy Bfeed
TP 3T HI&ToT gAY v
2025 & ALY d& Ifad 7
s R s @ & S
horerer gToe Rufa & £

e Union Minister of
Electronics and IT Ashwini
Vaishnaw said that
consultations have been
extensive, and people are

largely in agreement with the
provisions.

AT gaTeifaTw 3T e

#aAt R doora A gl o e SATUF @ § 3N ST AET T { WEUET § FeAd

gl

e He added that he doesn't foresee major amendments beyond minor tweaks in the
final notification.

3ogiel gl [ 3ifawr rftrgeen 7 93 FeMest & GH1ET A8 8, Fddl B 9gaTa gl
ghd Bl

e Large firms are prepared to comply with most of the Rules, but two years will be
given for full implementation to allow certain data fiduciaries more time.
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TR Fufaar i FFAT #7 aes F@ & T AR g, Afda gof srifvaga & v

O 3¢ ggerll 71 3% 7Y & & fow ey | 1 g7 fear S|

The Digital Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Act, 2023 will be operationalised
through these Rules.

Bfoea safFaara e waror AffATH (@), 2023 Ft 37 AT F T T
re] T S|

The government is accepting stakeholder comments on the draft Rules until
February 18, 2025.

PR 18 B 2025 d e fagAT )X Raumer i fecaforar TR X 1T &1

Mr. Vaishnaw said the law will ensure the functioning and autonomy of the Personal
Data Protection Board of India, and the implementation will be digital.

At 301 F FEr F Ig FlT HRG & AFaIa 3eT FRTOr 918 & F AHR FEREar
& AT e 3N FraadT B g

The same digital approach has been used in the Grievance Appellate Committee,
which handles social media complaints under the IT Rules, 2021.

Ao MR ARGl & 9T aro 3dier ¥fAfa & o 38 Bfeed ieemor
3YATAT AT §, S IS AIA, 2021 F TgT 7T B

Promoting Components

Hedh fAATOT FY FeEr &1

Regarding electronics manufacturing, Mr. Vaishnaw said that the government is
working on a programme to promote and incentivise component manufacturing in
India.

SoFCIaFd AT S IR & 4 019 & FgT [F WHR ued @AATr H gg@r & 3K
Aicaed & & AT SFRHHA W FA =N G 2

The programme will add to the existing schemes for IT hardware and
semiconductors.

IE HIHH IEN gEaA IR remersd Q=i & Fer e
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Simultaneous elections: MPs on House
committee seek more time for deliberations

IGS Paper II: Elections |
Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

At the first meeting of the
Joint Parliamentary Com-
mittee on two Bills on con-
ducting simultaneous polls
on Wednesday, Opposition
members argued that the
panel should be given at
least a year to complete its
work, considering the
scope and scale of deliber-
ations required.

The committee has time
till the first week of the
next session of Parliament,
which is likely to begin on
January 31, leaving it with
just three weeks.

The meeting began with
a presentation by the Un-
ion Ministry of Law and

Opposition members
argued that the panel
should be given at
least one vear to
complete its work

Justice on the provisions of
the Bills. Opposition mem-
bers said the two Bills vio-
lated the basic structure
doctrine of the Constitu-
tion, since they sought to
make the State legislature
subordinate to the national
legislature.

Several members ques-
tioned the government’s
argument that simultane-
ous polls are better for the
economy. According to
sources, Lok Sabha mem-

ber and Congress leader
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
said all the studies quoted
by former President Ram
Nath Kovind-led high-level
committee to claim that si-
multaneous polls will sig-
nificantly reduce expendi-
ture, are from the pre-EVM
era.

Members also asked if
the cost of holding elec-
tions has come down since
the 2004 Lok Sabha elec-
tion when EVMs were used
for the first time in all 543
seats. Seeking answers
from a different perspec-
tive, BJP MP Bansuri Swaraj
and Shiv Sena (Shinde) MP
Srikant Shinde wanted the
Law Ministry to give an ex-
act estimate of the jump

expected in per capita GDP
with simultaneous polls.

Key BJP ally Janata Dal
(United) questioned the ef-
ficacy of the legislation in a
multi-party polity such as
India. According to sourc-
es, the party’s national
working president and Ra-
jya Sabha member Sanjay
K. Jha said, “If a State go-
vernment falls in three
years, then as the legisla-
tion says, the new govern-
ment will hold office only
for the remainder of the
five-year period. Doesn’t
this dilute the mandate of
the new government
which will only have a two-
year term? Why would the
voters take such a govern-
ment seriously?”

Simultaneous Elections: MPs on House Committee
Seek More Time for Deliberations

FAEAGR Toira: wHary wfafa & wiwel o -y &
v 3= ga7T AR

At the first meeting of the Joint Parliamentary Committee on two Bills
regarding simultaneous polls, Opposition members demanded that
the panel be given at least a year to complete its work due to the
scope and scale of deliberations required.

AR gard § Fafoa ) Fdas W ayFa gwd afafa fr ggelt
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s ARl e a s A FA T Fa F v FTgag &S A
AT A, FIF 3T T cage QER-FaEt 1 smagswdan 2

e The committee has time till the first week of the next session of Parliament, likely to
begin on January 31, leaving it with just three weeks to complete its task.

AT & U1 3T G FT F Ugd Hdlg oo I FHI ¢, Sl 31 Fdall § Y& gled
AT g, [ 09 386 I 1 QU A & U hael die @earg AV g

e The meeting started with a presentation by the Union Ministry of Law and Justice on
the provisions of the Bills.

doch Y LT Flefet IR FAT FATT CaRT AATHR & Traern=i R Tqfa & g3
e Opposition members argued that the two Bills violate the basic structure doctrine of

the Constitution by making the State legislatures subordinate to the national
legislature.

Ruah weeai o aF o fF 33 fdas wfue & 7o o & Rguia &1 oo
W § FifF 3 U Rumwsnat & TsdT Fwe F efie o7 g €

e Some members questioned the government's claim that simultaneous polls would be
better for the economy.
T GG o AIHR & $H &1d W HaTel 3o/ fob GHAIR oA1q rdegqaeyr & faw
JgaT gl

e According to sources, Congress leader Priyanka Gandhi Vadra pointed out that the

studies cited by the Ram Nath Kovind-led committee on the benefits of simultaneous
elections were from the pre-EVM era.

Al & 3TN, FAE Aar Rt ey awgr s adqrar F W aw qfde v sregaran
arelt wfAfY qarT gATeaR gomat & et & fov e sreaasit & 3o faRar o g,
gdfiear o1 & ggd F

e Members also questioned if the cost of elections has reduced since the 2004 Lok
Sabha elections, when EVMs were used in all 543 seats for the first time.

Herdl o Ig o Harer fhaT 1% & geAral Y ARTT 2004 F AFEHT IoATal & G o

A §S &, ofs TfT 543 Hieh N ggel SR Felieat 7 39T foham aram o)

e BJP MP Bansuri Swaraj and Shiv Sena MP Srikant Shinde asked the Law Ministry
to provide an exact estimate of the increase in per capita GDP expected due to
simultaneous polls.

HTSTT Wiwe aqd T 3R Ra@ar giae Meia RS A Froqe F1eT § Ao
gATal & HROT gl drell iy safFa NSt gefer &7 wéte HTATT TE el HI del|

¢ Janata Dal (United), a key BJP ally, questioned the efficacy of this legislation in
India's multi-party system.

mm(aﬁ),wmﬁwwmqﬁ%ﬁm#@w@

H 38 FIefA I FoT@fierdr X Farer 3o

e According to sources, JD(U) national working president Sanjay K. Jha stated that if a
State government falls within three years, the new government will serve only the
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remaining two-year term, which dilutes the mandate.
A & 3TAR, S F TET FRFHY IJeqaT HoIF F. AT Fgl fob 30R frelt v
TIHR T Idd el gt H g7 ST §, O 51§ AIHR hadl AV & a¥ Hr 36 & fow «F
HEM, ST AR FY FAAR FAT &

o He further added that voters might not take such a government seriously if its term is
shortened.

3eglad I8 Y gl & 3R EIER H1 FHIAHe ST & Jdr &, df Aderar 08 @R
o arsfivar @ 7 A

Centre’s move to replace post of Adviser to Chandigarh
Administrator with Chief Secy. sparks row in Punjab

GS Paper II: Union Territory |

Vikas Vasudeva
CHANDIGARH

A political controversy
erupted in Punjab on Wed-
nesday over the Centre’s
decision to abolish the post
of the Adviser to the Chan-
digarh Administrator and
replace it with the post of
the Chief Secretary of the
Union Territory, which is
the joint capital of Punjab
and Haryana.

The announcement
came through a gazette
notification on January 3
by the Ministry of Person-
nel, Public Grievances, and
Pensions.

Political parties in Pun-
jab, including the ruling
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP),
the Congress, and the Shi-
romani Akali Dal (SAD),
criticised the BJP-led
Centre and demanded an
immediate rollback of the

Congress leader Partap Singh
Bajwa termed the move ‘an
attack on Punjab’s dignity”.

decision.

Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Assembly Par-
tap Singh Bajwa of the Con-
gress termed the
development “an assault
on Punjab’s rightful claim
over Chandigarh” and “an
attack on Punjab’s dignity
and rights”.

He said, “I strongly con-

e

The Union government’s
decision is an attempt to
weaken Punjab’s claim
over Chandigarh. The
appointment of a Chief
Secretary is meant for a
State. Chandigarh is not
a State, nor does it have
a Chief Minister.

NEEL GARG
AAP spokesperson

demn [Prime Minister Na-
rendra] Modi govern-
ment’s blatant and
autocratic move to re-de-
signate the Chandigarh Ad-
ministrator’s Adviser as
Chief Secretary.”

“This deliberate assault
on Punjab’s rightful claim
over Chandigarh exposes
Modi’s agenda to weaken

Punjab and marginalise
Punjabis. By bypassing
Punjab in this critical deci-
sion, the BJP is once again
showcasing its utter disre-
gard for federalism and its
dictatorial mindset,” he
added.

SAD president Sukhbir
Singh Badal warned the
Central government
against proceeding in the
matter and accused it of
“actively colluding” with
the ruling AAP in the deci-
sion-making process.

Mr. Badal said that the
transfer of Chandigarh to
Punjab is “a settled issue
committed by two Prime
Ministers of the country
and endorsed by the Union
Cabinet as well as by both
Houses of the Parliament”,
following the Memoran-
dum of Settlement on Pun-
jab in July 1985.

Senior Akali leader Dal-

Centre’s move to replace post of Adviser to
Chandigarh Administrator with Chief Secretary sparks
row in Punjab

jit Singh Cheema said
Chandigarh “belongs to
Punjab” and demanded
that the Centre reverse its
decision without delay.

The AAP unit of Punjab
also opposed the decision,
saying it “once again ex-
poses the anti-Punjab atti-
tude of the Central
government”.

Addressing a press con-
ference, AAP spokesper-
son Neel Garg said, “The
decision is an attempt to
weaken Punjab’s claim ov-
er Chandigarh. The ap-
pointment of a Chief Secre-
tary is meant for a State.
Chandigarh is not a State,
nor does it have a Chief Mi-
nister. Then why was there
a need to appoint a Chief
Secretary?”

“The people of Punjab
won’t accept the decision.
The Centre must withdraw
it,” he added.
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TINTG YA & HAGHR $HI 96 AET Al &
fgfFa W S5 & b § 99w A Qe

A political controversy erupted in Punjab over the Centre’s decision
to abolish the post of the Adviser to the Chandigarh Administrator
and replace it with Chief Secretary of the Union Territory.

$g WHR & TG WS F PN F Ig FI FACT W LT A
¥ 9g #f AT & bud W g9 F veefas Rae g & =

e The announcement came through a gazette notification on January 3 by the Ministry
of Personnel, Public Grievances, and Pensions.

Ig ©IYOT 3 Sadt F FAF, dF AFa 3R e FArerT gary Tered ftgEer &

HATETH I HT TS|

o Political parties in Punjab, including AAP, Congress, and Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD),
criticised the BJP-led Centre and demanded an immediate rollback of the decision.

olld & 31T, H1AF 3T RRAT 3reel g (vaws)) afgd Taeiifas gl o Hrerar

FIHR & AT 7 AR 58 Aol & qia amow der 1 #Ajer $

e« Partap Singh Bajwa, Leader of the Opposition in the Punjab Assembly, termed the
development as “an assault on Punjab’s rightful claim over Chandigarh” and “an
attack on Punjab’s dignity and rights”.

IolTe faen=asT & fauet & Sar yaT A aear s 58 FcH F "I F g3Ne W
3R @ W gHer 3N "gere Y aR#AT 3 AWERT 9w @R FE

e Mr. Bajwa said, “l strongly condemn Prime Minister Narendra Modi government’s
autocratic move to re-designate the Chandigarh Administrator’s Adviser as Chief
Secretary.”

A SToiar & el "H guTeEsl g A TWER F TG YAHF & TAEHR P T
aRT a1 & TR FeH i FI A Far 1"

e He further alleged that this move “exposes Modi’s agenda to weaken Punjab” and
“showcases BJP’s disregard for federalism.”

3eglel 3T RT oo fF I FeH "Uod F FAGR & & A & T FT
3SR AT § 3R "srerar fr e e F ufar 3ew Fr gutar -

e SAD president Sukhbir Singh Badal warned the Central government against
proceeding with the decision and accused it of “colluding with AAP” in the decision-
making process.

THUS & IredeT GEAR AT qeel A g AR H 3 el W I TG & Wold
darae & 3R 3@ 3T F qry AT F IR |

e Mr. Badal said the transfer of Chandigarh to Punjab is “a settled issue” committed
by two Prime Ministers and endorsed by the Union Cabinet and both Houses of
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Parliament, following the Memorandum of Settlement on Punjab in July 1985.

A FTeel 7 Fgl o TENTG FY GAT FY FEAART FIAT "TF dIYeT Agar &, @ QY
yuEAEET A T e fRar o 3R F #Afse 3k gug & 9 weEt qann
IegANed fonam aram ot JeT$ 1985 & USIT WHEAN & AR

e Senior Akali leader Daljit Singh Cheema stated that “Chandigarh belongs to
Punjab” and demanded the Centre to reverse its decision without delay.

afiiss 3rFrell AT georsiad R NAT S Fgr F "IN 9o o1 & 3R Fg T 5T
ot 1 = 38 & araw a9 Hr AT i

e The Punjab unit of AAP also opposed the decision, saying it “exposes the anti-
Punjab attitude of the Central government.”

mmmﬁaﬂsﬁﬁmw%ﬂvﬁm,a@mgﬁ;a@"%wa;
gorre faReft Td & gafar g

e Addressing a press conference, AAP spokesperson Neel Garg questioned the need
for a Chief Secretary in Chandigarh, saying “Chandigarh is not a State, nor does it
have a Chief Minister.”

T O HIhH H, T JaFal At a9 o 93h1g # F&T wfta f1 3aegedr W Fard
35T, 3giel &gl "a¥NIg U T At & 3R A & swEr P qEwHA F

e He added, “The people of Punjab won’t accept the decision. The Centre must
withdraw it.”

36 heT, "Uold & T 30 AR #) TFER g FBT Fg FT 5 IO9H AT
Tifgel”
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Forecast for 2023 Delhi floods was
inaccurate as flow of Yamuna was
marred by silt, muck: Centre to NGT

GS Paper lll: Environment

GS Paper lll: Disaster Management

NEW DELHI

The Central Water Com-
mission’s (CWC) forecast
ahead of the 2023 floods in
Delhi, the worst in the na-
tional capital’s history, was
“not as accurate as expect-
ed”, the panel has said in a
report to the National
Green Tribunal (NGT).

This was so, the CWC
said in its January 4 report,
because floodwaters could
not flow freely along the
Yamuna river stretch bet-
ween Wazirabad and Ok-
hla. It stated that for the
flood forecasts to be accu-
rate, river channels need
to be in a “free flow
condition”.

However, the report ad-
ded, the river flow was
found to be impaired due

\‘l\ )
b
\'.v e

to the “non-opening of all
the gates of the ITO bar-
rage, formation of islands
of silt deposits, growth of
trees in the river, and muck
disposal at various loca-
tions due to construction
activities across the river”.

The submissions by the
panel, which monitors
floods in the country, came

in response to a suo motu
NGT case, based on an arti-
cle by The Hindu published
last year about how the
CWC had forecast Yamu-
na’s level to “remain stea-
dy” even as it continued to
rise through July 12 to
reach the highest-ever le-
vel — 208.66 metres — the
following day.

Forecast for 2023
Delhi Floods was
Inaccurate as Flow
of Yamuna was
Marred by Silt,
Muck: Centre to
NGT

2023 feeell arg #T
stiasaamoft srera oY
FAIF TAT H G
ik v & I

maﬁ?rgarram
S TASIE Y AT

The Central Water
Commission (CWC)

informed the National Green Tribunal (NGT) that its forecast before
the 2023 Delhi floods was “not as accurate as expected”.

FET T AT (CWC) & T gRa 301 (NGT) # adrm F
2023 feeelt aTe @ wga A w5 sfysyamof sFAlg F Aarfaw wédw @

oy

e The 2023 Delhi floods were the worst in the city's history, with the Yamuna river
rising to unprecedented levels.

2023 #Y feeelt a1g @l ereT F sfaer v wad sfiwor arg AT I, FEA FHAT F7E

T TR IBTY FArg a Ig|
e In areport submitted on January 4, the CWC stated that the floodwaters could not
flow freely along the Yamuna river stretch between Wazirabad and Okhla.

4 STt 1 "idr a8 RIS 3 cwe o Fgr & aoiRmareg @ sit@en & & I97a1 7t &1

S y4aTg 9IfSd gr T ATl
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e For flood forecasts to be accurate, the river channels need to be in a “free flow
condition”.
Tg @1 #iasTaroh @ gl & fau et & e ALY F"Faa vare Fufa & e
=gl
e The report pointed out several reasons for the impaired flow of the Yamuna, including:
RAE HA I F o garg H ST SH H$ HROT AT ITC:
o Non-opening of all gates of the ITO barrage
ITO Rrer & et g@Rt F1 ¢ Forr
o Formation of silt islands
AME & Y T AT
o Growth of trees in the river
S & 93t &1 39
o Muck disposal at various locations due to construction activities
fasTor afafRfEa & FRoT [_RffeT T W &1 [ges

e The panel made these submissions in response to a suo motu case by the NGT,
based on an article by The Hindu.

YeTel o g TETIPUT TeTSiIel GaART SRIT U Fad: WaAld Ae A o, sivg Rg &

T o@ W IMUTRA AT

e The article highlighted how the CWC forecast predicted that Yamuna’s level would
remain steady, but the river continued to rise through July 12 and reached 208.66
metres, the highest-ever level, on the next day.

W # Fg qarr A1 R CWC At fasarolt & 3TaR IHAT T Fereal U @l A
3FdTe oY, olfehel 12 TS eh G & SToeck d6dT 8T 3R 30T &7 208.66 #Hiey, St
wwmméﬁnwmaﬁ;qgﬂWI
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India’s first battery energy
storage system to go live in
south Delhi’s Kilokri in March

PCS
GS Paper lll: Energy

NEW DELHI

India’s first commercial
utility-scale battery energy
storage system (BESS) — an
inverter that can provide
electricity to a grid — from
renewable energy is ex-
pected to go live in Delhi in
March this year.

The 20 MW (mega-
watt)/40 MWh (megawatt
hour) cluster of batteries,
capable of providing four
hours of power every day
(two hours each during the
day and at night), is part of
the BSES Rajdhani’s power
sub-station in south Delh’s

Kilokri village.

BSES Rajdhani is the lar-
gest power distribution
company in Delhi. It is a
joint venture between the
Reliance Group and the
Delhi government.

T120-crore project

Akash Gupta, a senior ex-
ecutive at BSES Rajdhani
Power Ltd., told The Hindu
that the electricity used to
charge the system’s batter-
ies will come from the
power company’s renewa-
ble power purchase agree-
ments. The Delhi Electrici-
ty Regulatory Commission
has approved the project.

The total outlay for the
project is $14 million, or
nearly %120 crore, said Sau-
rabh Kumar, the vice presi-
dent of the Global Energy
Alliance for People and
Planet (GEAPP), the princi-
pal funders of the project.
A visit to the location
shows that the required
batteries, being procured
from China, have already
been tested and are ready
to be shipped. These will
be housed in containers at
Kilokri, said Pinkesh Ku-
mar, head of regulatory af-
fairs at IndiGrid Ltd., the
company implementing
the project for the discom.

®iF=®

— AL XA

India’s First
Battery Energy
Storage System
to Go Livein
South Delhi’s
Kilokri in March

HRA $r ggall

et Tasll &R
fRvew A #

gfaror faeell &

frarl 7 4w

giefY

. India’s first
commercial utility-scale
Battery Energy Storage

System (BESS) is expected to go live in Delhi in March this year.
HRA & Jgal FARTS JRIFAO-Thar deft vaslt TR RAEeH (BESS) 36 ATl AR

# faeeh # gw e 1 37E B

e The 20 MW (megawatt)/40 MWh (megawatt hour) cluster of batteries will provide four
hours of power every day, with two hours each during the day and at night.

20 ATMETE/40 AIETE G FH Jel Fele g ot TR °T Rerelt yer=T wh, foras fae

3R Td A g-ar " fSoren & Sreet|
o ltis part of BSES Rajdhani’s power sub-station in Kilokri village, South Delhi.

g gfaor RReell & frdledl Mg & Tud flvasvy TS & qray qa-Feered &l B&ar

gl

e BSES Rajdhani is the largest power distribution company in Delhi and is a joint
venture between the Reliance Group and the Delhi government.

dflrwdey Torrel Redt 1 ga@ 939t Rere Rawor Foel § 3 75 Remdw g ik
ool TFR F1 e FYFT 3GTA G
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¥120-Crore Project
120 T &T NG

Akash Gupta, a senior executive at BSES Rajdhani Power Ltd., told The Hindu that
the batteries will be charged using renewable power under the company’s power
purchase agreements.

3rhTer e, St freaded e graw fAfiRs & aRcs sty 8 3 g g aarn
o 39 goumell Y deREt & FdFoiT FaT T 9= AT Sree|

The Delhi Electricity Regulatory Commission has approved the project.

38 Moide &I Red fagga s amaer 4wl Ber gr 8

The project’s total cost is 120 crore or $14 million, said Saurabh Kumar, vice

president of the Global Energy Alliance for People and Planet (GEAPP), the
principal funders of the project.

$H YRS T Fol oI 120 FN3 AT $14 AfATTT 8, I8 o107 AR FAR, S 7@aer
TS TARA R e U Tolde (GEAPP) & 3UTEgaT §, o7 el

Procurement from China

e & A fr wlig

The required batteries are being procured from China, and they have already been
tested and are ready to be shipped.

3aegeh Sl die & GO I W, 3R oo adator @ gH ¥ AR 3 A &
T dur &
The batteries will be housed in containers at Kilokri, said Pinkesh Kumar, head of

regulatory affairs at IndiGrid Ltd., the company implementing the project for the
discom.

oo defal A fralwdt F FEat F T@r Smwen, FE o1 RFr FaARr, o R s
& WA IHIH yAqE@ g, 7 FE
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Atrocity complaint puts the spotlight on reservation debate within transgender community

GS Paper |: Societ

Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

As the movement for hori-
zontal reservation for
transgender people in go-
vernment jobs and educa-
tion picks up pace in
northern India, taking cue
from activists in southern
States, the National Com-
mission for Scheduled
Castes (NCSC) has now ta-
ken cognisance of an atroc-
ity complaint against Uttar
Pradesh’s  Transgender
Welfare Board member De-
vika Devendra S. Mangla-
mukhi, a strong proponent
of vertical reservation,
“because the Dalit trans
community lives with fear
in U.P. because of her”, as
per the complainant.
While vertical reserva-
tions would translate into a
separate quota category
under which all trans peo-
ple would qualify, irrespec-
tive of their socio-econom-
ic category, many trans
activists across the country
have stressed that horizon-
tal reservations are the
need of the hour as vertical
quotas ignore the layered
nature of discrimination

Atrocity Complaint Puts the Spotlight on Reservation

transgender people from
marginalised castes face.
Horizontal  reservation
would ensure a percentage
for trans people in each so-
cio-economic category.

Notice issued

Based on the complaint
from a Saharanpur-based
Dalit trans woman activist,
Yashika, the Commission
for SCs issued notices to
the district administration
and police in Saharanpur
on January 3. “Ms. Devika
is known to routinely call
many trans activists who
support horizontal reser-
vations and abuse and ha-
rass them. Her position on
horizontal reservations is
also public on her social
media,” Ms. Yashika told
The Hindu.

She added that she had
submitted a recording of
one such call to the Com-
mission, where Ms. Devi-
ka, whom she described as
a “prominent upper caste
transgender”,  allegedly
used casteist and tran-
sphobic abuses, including
deliberate misgendering.

Ms. Devika rebutted the
allegations.  “First, the

“ & A . &
A caste atrocity complaint was registered against Uttar Pradesh’s Transgender Welfare Board member

RE L) )

Devika Devendra S. Manglamukhi, who strongly advocates for vertical reservation for transgenders.

voice in the recording is
not mine as is being al-
leged. Second, there are no
details of when the call re-
cording is allegedly from,
and third, is it legal to re-
cord calls in such a man-
ner?” she told The Hindu.
Ms. Devika also accused
the complainant of “misus-
ing the Constitution, and
the transgender identity”,
and insisted that the NCSC

is “being taken for a ride”.
“Iam also approaching the
NHRC and NCSC to file a
complaint,” she added.
Ms. Devika continued,
“The NALSA judgement
(2014) calls for us to be
treated as socially and edu-
cationally backward class-
es (SEBC). So then, being a
trans woman makes me an
OBC (Other Backward
Class). How can the com-

plainant call me ‘upper
caste’ or ‘Savarna’?”

In her complaint against
Ms. Devika, Ms. Yashika,
who also runs an Insta-
gram page named the Ba-
hujan Queer Collective,
has called for action to be
taken under relevant Sec-
tions of the Scheduled
Castes (SCs) and Scheduled
Tribes (STs, Prevention of
Atrocities) Act and the

Transgender Persons (Pro-
tection of Rights) Act. The
National Commission has
asked the Saharanpur dis-
trict administration and
police to submit Action Ta-
ken Reports by January 17.

After the NCSC issued
notice on the complaint,
Ms. Devika has been post-
ing on her profile about the
social work she has under-
taken to uplift and empow-
er the Valmiki community.

Since the 2014 judgment
of the Supreme Court that
directed governments to
provide reservation to
trans people in govern-
ment jobs and education,
the demand for quotas
from the community has
only grown. But an argua-
ble ambiguity in the Su-
preme Court’s direction,
which called for transgen-
der people to be treated as
“socially and educationally
backward classes of citi-
zens”, has divided opinion
within the transgender
community on what kind
of reservations should be
provided.

Ms. Devika, a trans wo-
man herself, is of the view
that the community should

Debate Within Transgender Community

FAER #T ST J THeIst T & $iay 3eTor
96d &l 3IAPR fHaT

instead be fighting for
equality in society, and
vertical reservations. In Fa-
cebook posts, most recent-
ly on Monday, she said:
“We are equal, that’s why
we want vertical reserva-
tion for Transgenders”.

“‘No caste discrimination’
“When trans people are
abused and discriminated,
it is not based on caste, it is
purely based on our gen-
der,” she said.

Based on the 2014 judg-
ment, she further insisted
that a person could not
continue with their socio-
economic category’s caste
identity after identifying as
a transgender person. “Be-
cause the judgment says
transgender people are
SEBCs, they cannot also
then continue to be SC,”
she said.

The Supreme Court of
India had in March 2023
refused to entertain a peti-
tion that asked for a clarifi-
cation on the ambiguity in
the 2014 direction for re-
servations. One interpreta-
tion of this direction has al-
ready resulted in the
Madhya Pradesh govern-

The movement for horizontal reservation for transgender people in
government jobs and education is gaining momentum in northern
India, inspired by activists in southern States.

WHR AlGRAT 3T e & graeist aet & v Afdsr memr &1
g 38 HRA A ot @) W@T ¢, S iAol Tsat & swast & aRka

gl

e The National Commission for Scheduled Castes (NCSC) has taken cognisance of

ment including transgen-
der people as a community
within its State OBC list in
April 2023.

This, even though High
Courts, including the Kar-
nataka High Court, Madras
High Court, and more re-
cently, the Calcutta High
Court, have interpreted it
differently, and directed
that the community be
provided horizontal reser-
vations.

Chennai-based  trans
rights activist Grace Banu,
who has been spearhead-
ing the movement for hori-
zontal  reservation in
southern States, told The
Hindu that Ms. Devika’s in-
terpretation and under-
standing of the 2014 Na-
tional Legal Services
Authority (NALSA) judg-
ment is “casteist” and “re-
flected the dominant caste
mentality” that the trans-
gender people of the coun-
try continue to fight.

“This reading denies the
reality that there are trans-
gender people in all caste
categories. How is bunch-
ing them up as OBCs serv-
ing the purpose of equali-
ty?” Ms. Banu said.

an atrocity complaint against Uttar Pradesh’s Transgender Welfare Board member
Devika Devendra S. Manglamukhi, who is a proponent of vertical reservation.

TSI ITHRAT A AT (NCSC) & IR G TS Fodror a1 Wewd i
&de TH. Harem FE & TGh AR A R ) e fear §, S Featew 3maor
i A gl

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website :

patrioticias.in




Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

e The complaint alleges that Dalit trans community lives in fear in U.P. because of her
actions.

I # IRIT oI IR ¥ 1% I yew A EfAd T HHSH 37 HRUTS &
AT 7 S T ¢

e Vertical reservation would create a separate quota category for all trans people,
irrespective of their socio-economic category.

FeaTey HREToT Tt < S9N & forw 3rerer Frer AofY ST, A 3T HATATISH-
anfdw RRufa $o o g

e« Horizontal reservation, however, would ensure a percentage for trans people in
each socio-economic category, addressing intersectional discrimination.

gifasr 3mReTor, grenifeh, 9eds wAfas-anfie Aot & w At & v v gfdera
AT WM 3N X AGHTE 1 FIfET AL

Notice Issued

ifew s T A

e The NCSC issued notices to the district administration and police in Saharanpur on
January 3, based on a complaint by Dalit trans woman activist Yashika from
Saharanpur.

NCSC = HgRaAYY & e werrder 3 9fo &1 3 Foradt 1 afo giw aAfyen sriwar
FIAFT Fr RNPad & 3UR W} Afew IR fFwam)

e Yashika claimed that Devika routinely calls trans activists supporting horizontal
reservations and abuses and harasses them.

Ffer o grar forar & e Aafaa v @ s 3metor &1 g7de & a o9
FRAFATIHT T BT FICAT § IR 3¢ IMell-retsr 3T wensr Fr &

e Yashika provided a call recording as evidence, alleging that

IRIHT o Fier RFBIET BT G & &7 H v fobar, (@ 3R oeman ar T i
o snfaar it gEwifas miaar & 3k e sEv T«fa R

e Devika Devendra Manglamukhi denied the allegations, stating that the voice in the
recording is not hers and questioned the legality of recording calls.

mﬁamwﬁmﬁﬁwmymﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁwﬁmmaﬁ
£ 3w ReifEar A derar o Farer somm|

e Devika accused Yashika of misusing the Constitution and transgender identity,
stating that the NCSC is being misled.

mamwﬁmmmmmmmwmw@
%1 foh NCSC @t Ierre fRar o et 2
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sifa faarg av SfRawr r gfafear

e Devika referred to the 2014 NALSA judgment, which declared that trans people
should be treated as socially and educationally backward classes (SEBC).

cfaer & 2014 & NALSA footr &1 garerm feam, a# ser s ar & g &b &t
aHTew 3R df@F ¥ & Ao a9f (SEBC) & &9 & A@r J&m afgul

e She questioned how she can be labeled as ‘upper caste’ or ‘Savarna’, as being a
trans woman makes her an OBC under the NALSA judgment.

Centre yet to wake up
from its slumber on

Dar-Safety Act: SC

Court was hearing plea seeking lowering of the permissible water level

at Mullaperiyar dam; ‘Centre has not fully implemented the law’

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Wednesday
orally said the Un-

ion government was yet to
wake up from its ‘slumber’
and fully implement a
nearly five-year-old law to
prevent disasters related to
dams and ensure their safe
functioning.

A three-judge Bench
headed by Justice Surya
Kant said the Dam Safety
Act, 2021, was “existing on
paper” after the State of
Kerala argued that “noth-
ing has been done”, in-
cluding the constitution of
a National Committee on
Dam Safety. “Despite Par-
liament having passed this
Act, we are aghast that the
Executive is yet to wake up
from its slumber,” Justice
Dipankar Datta, on the
Bench with Justice Ujjal
Bhuyan, remarked.

The court was hearing a
petition filed by advocate-

Safety check: Supreme Court-appointed monitoring committee
members inspect Mullaperiyar dam in Kerala, on June 13, 2024.

petitioner Mathews Ne-
dumpara, who submitted
that a breach at the 129-
year-old limestone-and-
surkhi built Mullaperiyar
dam may lead to the
deaths of lakhs of people
spread across five town-
ships. The lawyer sought a
lowering of the permissible
water level at Mullaperiyar
dam from 142 ft to 120 ft.
Section 5 of the 2021 Act
mandates the constitution
of the National Committee
on Dam Safety within 60
days of the commence-

ment of the Act. The com-
mittee is to be reconstitut-
ed every three years.

“Nothing has been done
in the years between 2021
and 2025... The Centre did
nothing on the basis of this
Act,” senior advocate Jai-
deep Gupta, appearing for
Kerala, claimed.

However, Tamil Nadu,
represented by senior ad-
vocate V. Krishnamurthy,
informed the Bench that
the National Dam Safety
Authority (NDSA) was
formed under the Act.

3egiel garel fohar ok 3+ ‘aaol ar
St anfe’ F& Fa1 A1 WEHT §, TR
NALSA favia & dgd g Afgem g &
gg OBC gl ST &l

Centre Yet to Wake Up
from Its Slumber on
Dam Safety Act: SC

3/ gaan Fffaaw w
g 39 st dig
gl FIE

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday orally remarked
that the Union government
has yet to wake up from its
“slumber” and fully
implement the Dam Safety
Act, 2021, which is nearly
five years old.

YaR F A S o Af@s
T § FET & Fg THR 3nsh
a% Sa gaan afafawer, 2021
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N T Ve a9 7 & “dlq #” ¢, 59fd g8 Fa 9w @rer @=r g

A three-judge Bench led by Justice Surya Kant noted that the Dam Safety Act was
only “existing on paper” after Kerala argued that no significant steps had been taken,
including the formation of a National Committee on Dam Safety.

Fffcw gF Fia H 9@ A da-sralt i ST wer & 37 geaw sfafaww &%
‘ATl W ASIE &1 FA A Golter &7 fob wsdrr 3 gram wiAfY o 39 g wifea wwgh
s 7l

Justice Dipankar Datta, part of the Bench with Justice Ujjal Bhuyan, stated that the
Executive is yet to act despite Parliament passing the Act.

SITEcH QUi g1 &, St SARCH 3ooral AT F A &< F q, Fgr foh FrAwfaasr arefr
d% FRATS oTel X U5 g, STaih GHG o Ig g aikd fhar gl

The court was hearing a petition filed by Mathews Nedumpara, who expressed
concerns about the safety of the 129-year-old Mullaperiyar dam, warning that its
breach could result in deaths of lakhs of people across five townships.

I ALY AFHAIRT ZINT GRAT AR T FoAars & & Y, Siegiat 129 /el [T
HEAMINAR 87 H GRal R [T 5| 3egll e & IR Ig SH el & o o
AR # aral At A Ala gl T gl

The petitioner requested lowering the permissible water level at the dam from 142 ft to
120 ft.

IIHThrdT & 3H T I T 142 BT § gt 120 BT Hla s JT i

Section 5 of the Dam Safety Act, 2021, mandates the creation of a National
Committee on Dam Safety within 60 days of the Act's commencement.

37 {YaT HfAfAEH, 2021 H 4RI 5 F dod 60 Rt & fiaw W 37 gyRawm wiwfy
e 3ferard gl

The committee is required to be reconstituted every three years, but no action has
been taken by the Centre between 2021 and 2025.

58 GiAfT g i Jrer & gereifoa fomar S =R, ofehet 2021 & 2025 & i s
o IS FRATS FGT I

Senior advocate Jaideep Gupta, appearing for Kerala, claimed that no steps had
been taken to implement the Act.

e T 997 gU AR wearhe FHET oAt grar fhar R sfafame @ ey
A & T RE FeH € Iow AT

However, Tamil Nadu, represented by senior advocate V. Krishnamurthy, informed
the Bench that the National Dam Safety Authority (NDSA) had been formed under the
Act.

glefifeh, AfAeeTg 1 IR § Wi vsarde &, Foorgfd &7 & 1 s & iR
& T TSI 3 FI&T FIAHIOT (NDSA) &I TS+ 8 THT ¢

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971 932488
Website : patrioticias.in ——



www.patrioticias.in

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

River interlinking, the fount of environmenital disaster

n December 25, 2024, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi laid the foundation
stone for the Ken-Betwa River Link
Project, which aims to solve the water
scarcity in the Bundelkhand region that covers
parts of Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh. The
project also includes the construction of a dam
located within the Panna Tiger Reserve, raising
concerns about its submergence. Upon
completion, this project will link the supposed
water surplus Ken river with the Betwa in
drought-stricken Bundelkhand — an area that had
58% forest cover in 1938.

A misplaced model

This project, which costs around 45,000 crore,
was launched despite the objections raised by
experts, including members of an empowered
committee appointed by the Supreme Court of
India, and by circumventing the law that has
strict terms for allowing hydroelectric power
projects. Models of grandiose technological fixes
as the solution to all water-related problems have
gathered momentum. Politicians are now touting
the concept of river interlinking for inter-basin
water transfers as a geoengineering solution to
continued water depletion in India.

The concept of inter-basin transfer was
proposed 130 years ago by Sir Arthur Cotton, who
designed irrigation dams in the Godavari and
Krishna river valleys. M. Visvesvaraya, an early
icon among Indian engineers, further refined this
idea. K.L. Rao and Captain Dinshaw J. Dastur
subsequently expanded the scope of this concept
in 1970 and 1980. Initially termed the ‘National
‘Water Grid’, this concept re-emerged as the
‘River-Interlinking Project’ (ILR) from the
Ministry of Water Resources to transfer surplus
waters from the Ganga and the Brahmaputra to
water-deficient regions in central and southern
India.

Following this, the National Water
Development Agency (NWDA) was established in
1982 to conduct surveys and investigations, and
to prepare feasibility reports for links under the
National Perspective Plan. The NWDA identified
30 links for feasibility studies, divided into 14
Himalayan and 16 Peninsular river links. These
links are anticipated to alleviate the impacts of
floods and droughts, boost income in rural areas,
and address water distress in agriculture.

The currently estimated cost of 5.5 lakh crore
does not include the social, environmental and
operational costs. Ultimately, all this will end up

C.P. Rajendran

Adjunct Professor at
the National Institute
of Advanced Studies,
Bengaluru, and an
author of the book,
‘The Rumbling Earth
— The Story of Indian
Earthquakes’

The political
class must note
that the lofty
idea of
interlinking
rivers overlooks
the huge
environmental
costs and the
eventual deaths
of rivers and
deltaic regions

as taxes on the common man. This lofty idea of
interlinking the rivers, to connect surplus rivers
of the country with the deficient rivers is
fundamentally flawed as it overlooks the huge
environmental costs and the eventual deaths of
the rivers and deltaic regions.

The uncontrolled human-induced
disequilibrium in natural hydrographic systems
will destroy associated ecological niches with
incalculable repercussions for the long-term
well-being of society — an unpardonable
disservice to future generations. We may also
have to factor in the consequences of climate
change impacting rainfall and river flow, which
will aggravate the situation. It is unclear how the
nation’s declared commitment to mitigating
human-induced climate change and river
manipulation go hand in hand.

The eco-services of rivers

Policymakers ignore the point that there is no
“free” surplus water in any river and simple
elementary arithmetic rationalisations such as
tapping the ‘water lost to sea’ do not consider the
eco-hydrological dimensions of the issue. The
supporters of these projects and the politicians
do not understand or deliberately ignore viewing
the river as a part of the drainage basin with
constitutive ecological niches, which includes its
final destination of deltaic plains, interfacing with
the sea.

The eco-services of the free-flowing rivers
include the flushing of silt from riverbeds to the
coastal waters to form deltas. Flood water is not
to be rationalised as ‘surplus’. It needs to be seen
as the carrier of minerals for land fertility,
groundwater recharge and sustenance of
biodiversity, which finally helps the livelihood of
millions of marginalised people.

By diverting river water, deltaic regions are
starved of water that could have helped balance
saltwater from the sea. Now, however, the deltaic
ecosystem will suffer from the change. The Indus
Delta offers a crucial lesson. Alice Albinia, in her
book, Empires of the Indus: The Story of a River
(2008), narrates how a delta system at the mouth
of the Indus — which was once “the richest in all
Pakistan” — became impoverished when the
British started barrage construction, which
Pakistan continued after 1947.

Such examples are aplenty in India as well.
The state of the downstream parts of the
Narmada since the completion of the Sardar
Sarovar dam is a modern example in the making.

The global examples of river channelisation
have also proved to be major disasters. The
channelisation of the Kissimmee river in the State
of Florida, authorised by the U.S. Congress in
1954 to mitigate flooding, is an environmental
disaster, resulting in the loss of wetlands. Massive
resources are being spent to revive its original
configuration. The current state of the Aral Sea —
one of the world’s largest lakes — is another
example of how geoengineering projects destroy
natural systems. The lake has now become a
howling desert after the rivers that sustained it
were diverted by irrigation projects implemented
during the heady days of the Soviet Union.

The real reasons for India’s water crisis
India’s water crisis is spiralling out of control,
primarily due to inadequate water management,
poor environmental practices, law ambiguity,
and corruption. A national water policy should
embrace a holistic approach to watershed
management, involving local citizens in
monitoring the hydrological cycle and working
alongside hydrologists, engineers, and biologists.
The policy must incorporate effective aquifer
management through the regulation of water
usage. Farmers should be engaged to help devise
strategies for efficient irrigation water usage. The
government has limited control over wastewater
management and should create innovative reuse
programmes. A comprehensive study involving
interdisciplinary expertise on river basins is
essential before initiating significant water
transfer projects.

In the book, Let There Be Water: Israel’s
Solution for a Water-Starved World, Seth M. Siegel
notes that Israel’s drip irrigation programmes
save 25%-75% of pumped water. Israel’s success
story in water resource management lies in
modernising irrigation techniques. This also
compels farmers to use less water, fertilisers and
pesticides, maintaining aquifer health at an
optimum level. Along with such interventions, we
must incorporate elements of vernacular
practices in watershed management strategies.

Despite the current ruling regime’s emphasis
on ‘Hindutva’ and embedded Hindu belief system
that extols the deityship of Indian rivers, the river
interlinking project stands out as a stark contrast
to such an ideology. Manipulated by dams that
are in excess, mauled by human and industrial
waste, and commodified for religious marketing,
India’s rivers are under existential threat. Who
will save them?

River Interlinking: The Fount of Environmental

Disaster

Afeat &1 39t Ss: Aoy 3m9er &1 a9

e On December 25, 2024, Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid the foundation stone for the
Ken-Betwa River Link Project, aiming to solve the water scarcity in the Bundelkhand
region of Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh.
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25 fGHET 2024 FT TTHAFHAT A%g AYEl A Shel-addl Tl NS TRIASAT T 3TURTRAT I,
TSIt 3eced 3R Wour 3N AT o & qGaEs &F H A HHe T gof ALl g

The project includes the construction of a dam inside the Panna Tiger Reserve, raising
concerns about its submergence and impact on the environment.

3 IRATSTAT H IeolT IR NSAd & 3icI U arer 1 01 anfier §, oow srases
A 3R TITET W gHg A e [are 3o W

Upon completion, the project will link the Ken River, considered water surplus, with the
Betwa River in drought-prone Bundelkhand, which had 58% forest cover in 1938.

5 GRASTAT & T gl W &t <l [ Ster oAy A S g, 3 g@r wenfad
qEAEs T dqdT AN ST SATCIT| 3 & H 1938 F 58% T & T

A Misplaced Model
TS Idd A

The project, costing around ¥45,000 crore, was launched despite objections from
experts and a Supreme Court-appointed committee.

IS T45,000 FU3 T oIETA ATl 386 IRATSTAT I freat 3R g F1E garr fagaa
wfffa 1 smafeat & amase & fhar o)

The law related to hydroelectric projects was also circumvented to push the project
forward.

S8 YRS T 3T Fold & Tov STafdega aRAST3N @ F3 Fefad o1 7 FoR3ierst
foram ara|

Politicians are promoting river interlinking as a geoengineering solution to water
depletion in India.

TSt Afedt & 3t s A ARG H o fT FHT & FARMT & &7 F stnfas
SR 3U & & F sorar & | &

Historical Background of River Interlinking

Afeat & oAt A3 w1 Wagiew et

The concept of inter-basin water transfer was first proposed 130 years ago by Sir
Arthur Cotton, who designed irrigation dams in the Godavari and Krishna river
valleys.

130 |Ter ggel §Y AT Fice o AMerady 3R Feom 744) anfedt 7 A= amui 1 Bamsa
R gU AR & AT arelr TR fIUR gegd R
M. Visvesvaraya, an iconic Indian engineer, refined this idea further.

wH. fdatan, S e 9ffcy AR SR 9, 7 39 fJar & 3R e Aefa
T

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

In 1970 and 1980, K.L. Rao and Captain Dinshaw J. Dastur expanded this concept.
1970 31 1980 # F.we. T 3N Feewr Ryl oF. g A 38 AR &1 RFEar B

Initially called the ‘National Water Grid’, it was later renamed the ‘River-Interlinking
Project (ILR)’ by the Ministry of Water Resources to transfer surplus water from the
Ganga and Brahmaputra rivers to water-deficient regions.

el 38 ‘A areX e Fver 397, A 916 H T YA AAAT SaRT ‘AL-AE
aR@TerT (ILRY &7 &1 e ara, arfes aem 3k geagy afeat & sftrdy areh =1 s
FAT ar & F TUAART fRar ST T

Establishment of NWDA
TeASeeqg3IT T FATYLAT

The National Water Development Agency (NWDA) was established in 1982 to
conduct surveys, prepare feasibility reports, and investigate links under the National
Perspective Plan.

1982 #, YT Tl STAYAC TAH! (TASEIIIT) hl FATTAT TS TTOEHIOT ANatelt &

ded adator 3R FHTear RuiE IR a3 & AT & 75|

NWDA identified 30 links, divided into 14 Himalayan and 16 Peninsular river links, to
address floods, droughts, and water distress in agriculture.

TSI o 30 e &1 ygarer &, foete 14 feamerlt A 31N 16 yragdidr ad fow
AMAeT §, 1o a1g, G@T AR FW § I FFC 1 g7 fvar o1 w6

Financial and Environmental Costs

i 3k gataofir o

The total estimated cost of the interlinking project is ¥5.5 lakh crore, excluding social,
environmental, and operational costs.

AR g TRANAAT HT ITAAT FoeT AT 5.5 @ F3 ¥, vt amenfores, qaiawofy,
3R aRaTee anra fae T8 g

These costs will eventually be imposed as taxes on the common man.

3idd: I AT A FAAdT R FIh & H 9N A0

The project overlooks the huge environmental costs, which could lead to the deaths
of rivers and deltaic regions.

Ig IRANSTTT 98 JITaRONT SARTAl Sl AoR3IGIT Al ¢, forad Afear 3R 3eer &t &
fRarer 1 @aw B

Ecological Consequences

giRfeafashr aRoms
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e Human-induced disequilibrium in natural hydrographic systems will destroy
ecological niches, causing long-term harm to society.

wpfas STz Jonfardl & Aasiiad udea 3 aRfFufas e wume s 8@
SITEA, TS FHATST HT Qe JHuTe g1l

e The impacts of climate change on rainfall and river flows will worsen the situation.
Srerary aRade 1 qut 3R 7dt yare ) e &t @ 3R e e <)

e It remains unclear how the government's commitment to climate change mitigation
aligns with such river manipulation projects.

g TOSC G § T PR A Ferarg gRaeer wgeltaor H gfdeeydr AR & s
IRANSATT 8 FIY-H1YT Tl Hhll 8

The Eco-Services of Rivers
afeat fr aiifeufas daw

o Policymakers often ignore that there is no "free" surplus water in rivers, and arguments
like "water lost to sea" do not consider the eco-hydrological dimensions of the issue.

AA-TAATAT FAX TE AoRIIGIST I & & o AGAr & Hig " dfafled aei 76T
BT &, R "¥HE & Tga gl I S A qATeror-oie e & 3t W faEr
gl I ol

* Rivers must be viewed as part of a drainage basin with interconnected ecological
niches, including their deltaic plains that interface with the sea.

AT T el T 81T T R AT S Ao, S RfEAfaF d= F 5T g
¢ 3R S 3eer$ Al & AeIH ¥ FAG @ 3 &

e The eco-services of free-flowing rivers include flushing silt to form deltas, which
support biodiversity and coastal ecosystems.

AT T @ dga arel Afet A aTREAfas qanst 7 e Ft gt 3eer aaTEr anfAe
g, it st fafeerar ik adr afeafadt &=t 1 @ s g

o Floodwaters are not surplus water but carriers of minerals, helping in land fertility,
groundwater recharge, and biodiversity sustenance, benefiting marginalised
people.

are F1 it Afalaa ol g7 8, sfeh a5 @fasr acat s o Srar &, o sfar &r
34T, (el GereiRor 3R S fAfawar w1 w@aror gir g, forad gflre & st v ooy
gieT &l

Impact of River Diversion on Deltaic Regions

3ecIg &A1 X 14l & AlZA &1 IHIT

e River diversion leads to deltaic regions being starved of water, affecting their
saltwater balance with the sea.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

4T A W 3eerd A H areht F F g S B, R WA & WY 3o @R U F
HeJeler YeTfac giar &

The Indus Delta is a crucial example. Alice Albinia, in her book "Empires of the
Indus" (2008), explains how the richest delta system became impoverished due to
barrage construction.

¥y 3eer guehT v Fecaqol Sereeor g1 vfaw afeafaar s 3ol fohdre " vrrd st
g $59" (2008) H gdrT ¥ & wad wAgY Swer yure Risr AATT & HROT T B
TS|

In India, the downstream parts of the Narmada River have suffered since the Sardar
Sarovar Dam was built.

AR #, AHET A & fraer FE T TER TSR 9 581 F g § JohdTT g3 ¢

Global Examples of River Channelisation Disasters

Afeat & daaEsAedT & IRgF Myt & IeEIor

The Kissimmee River channelisation in Florida (authorised in 1954) to reduce
flooding resulted in the loss of wetlands, making it an environmental disaster.

FAler # R adt F1 Jaengaree (9@ 1954 A a1 Fa & T 3 Ha fowar mr
) o ISR A T Fr 3R I U Ao ITIET T S|

The Aral Sea has turned into a desert due to Soviet-era irrigation projects, destroying
natural systems.

IR R A gor B Fag aR@senat & sRor s d oo mr g, S
uIHfaF dF TS g AT

The Real Reasons for India’s Water Crisis
R & ST Hhe & s HROT

India’s water crisis is worsening due to inadequate water management, poor
environmental practices, legal ambiguities, and corruption.

HRCT ol STl HHE AT STl TaHlel, TG GATGONT G137, FefaA?r Ireasedr, 3N

SR & HRUT dadl oI & gl

A national water policy should focus on holistic watershed management by involving
local citizens, hydrologists, engineers, and biologists.

Teh TS A A I FHAT AT YT W AT higd ol eV, foTas Fam=ig
AR, STafaamE), ey, 3R hafaas = anfae forar s

Aquifer management must be regulated, and farmers should be engaged in devising
efficient irrigation strategies.

ST BN JateT 1 AT v Sier =R, 3R Rramat o Ferer Rard torhfaai &
faATor & enfAer frar s anfgul
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Israel’s Success in Water Management
SIS T AT YGUT H hodl

o Seth M. Siegel, in his book "Let There Be Water", highlights Israel’s drip irrigation
system, which saves 25%-75% of pumped water.

AT A, WA 7 39T fhae " AR &t e & Iarr 6 sorsd & B3y R
YUTTT 25%-75% deh 99 fT T gy Hr 99 Har gl

e Modern irrigation techniques compel farmers to use less water, fertilisers, and
pesticides, maintaining aquifer health.

aryfas R awedid Rramt 1 w5 aelt, 38, 3R et & 39T F o
HASIGY el o, ToTd faTel SR Y Vg il Gell o

Contradiction with Hindutva Ideology

fgea faRyRr & aryr sy

o Despite the current regime’s emphasis on Hindutva, the river interlinking project
contradicts the Hindu belief system that views rivers as deities.

glelieh JAATT ATHA T Rged W SR §, ekt A Sz aRAsrer g Ae=ar
yorrelt & faadia 8, St wifet o qaar AT g

e India’s rivers are threatened due to excessive dam constructions, pollution, and
commodification for religious purposes.

HRA T AT reafas e fasfor, yquor, 3R anffis 3qgdeat & fav saraReaor &
HRUT TR H G
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Growth chill

The economy’s sputtering engines
necessitate urgent fiscal actions
T he National Statistics Office (NSO) has

confirmed emerging fears about the eco-

nomy’s evidently sluggish trajectory
through this year in its first Gross Domestic Pro-
duct (GDP) estimates for 2024-25. While the elec-
tion-focused first quarter hit public capital
spending, the second quarter (Q2) was marred by
weak demand and still underwhelming public ca-
pex, dragging GDP growth to a seven-quarter low
of 5.4%. The Centre and the Reserve Bank of In-
dia (RBI), which were projecting that India would
log a fourth year of 7%-plus growth, had pared
their hopes to ‘about 6.5%” and 6.6%, respective-
ly. This was predicated on a bump-up of about 7%
in the second half of the year to offset the first
half’s 6% rise. The NSO, slightly less sanguine, ex-
pects GDP to grow at a four-year low pace of
6.4%, from 8.2% in 2023-24, with just agriculture
seen rising significantly faster than last year. Ma-
nufacturing and mining growth may virtually
halve, and though services sectors seem relative-
ly better off, there is some concern of momen-
tum loss. Purchasing Managers’ Indices averaged
lower than Q2 through Q3, for both manufactur-
ing and services. The NSO expects private con-
sumption to rebound 7.3% this year from just 4%
last year. But Q3 trends do not indicate a signifi-
cant lift-off in urban demand. So, this could be a
tad optimistic despite inflation easing slightly
since October.

The Finance Ministry has sought to link the de-
mand slowdown to a “combination of monetary
policy stance and macroprudential measures by
the central bank”. Slow wage growth has also
been blamed for cramped household demand.
The NSO’s projection of gross fixed capital forma-
tion growth slipping to 6.4% this year from 9% in
2023-24 indicates that private capex — that is con-
tingent on domestic and global demand — re-
mains weak while public capex goals are unlikely
to be met. Of course, these early NSO projections
are largely conjured up for informing the Union
Budget formulation, and some upgrades may
happen later, but most economists see significant
downside risks for now. Nomura economists, for
instance, who have been arguing that India is in
the grip of a cyclical slowdown for a while, reck-
on growth will end up around 6%, implying a flat-
lined second half. With the global outlook also
shrouded in uncertainty, winter seems to be here
for India’s economy. How far behind spring lags
will depend on policymakers’ actions, and inac-
tions. The Union Budget 2025-26 needs to move
from incremental tinkering to tailoring reforms
and fiscal actions that can bring India’s growth
back to the 7% mark, if not 8%, at the earliest. If
that entails some hard calls such as slashing in-
come, fuel and consumption taxes, along with
import tariffs, so be it. Just pining for interest rate
cuts will not suffice anymore.
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Growth Chill: The Economy’s
Sputtering Engines Necessitate Urgent
Fiscal Actions

A 1 el SgIdr rdegasyr F
IIfeT dehrd AT FgH

The National Statistics Office (NSO) has confirmed
fears about the sluggish trajectory of the economy
through its first GDP estimates for 2024-25.

TS FIfETHr FRTET (NSO) o 2024-25 & Ugat
GDP A & ATETA § rdcgaeyr 1 dial afq
Fr Mt Fr qfee At B

e The first quarter of the financial year withessed weak public
capital spending due to an election focus.

ggell fAATEY & AT Blehd & HROT FESAfAF Gelera @d HHESN

Tl

¢ Inthe second quarter (Q2), weak demand and underwhelming
public capital expenditure dragged GDP growth to a seven-quarter
low of 5.4%.

Tl faAEY (Q2) # #ARY A FoY IR FAGR AT Tellora @< &

HNUT GDP F&ffr a1 faadad & fa=er F¥a¥ 5.4% W 317 15

e The Centre and RBI had initially projected 7%+ growth but later
revised it to around 6.5% and 6.6%, respectively.

Fg WFR AT RBI T T5a 7% ¥ HF i FER F A e

AT, AfheT ST H ST FAIHIT 6.5% 3T 6.6% X fem|

e The NSO now expects GDP growth to be 6.4% for 2024-25,
significantly lower than the 8.2% in 2023-24.

NSO & 319 2024-25 & T GDP g&f& 6.4% g1 I HHTA I
g, S f& 2023-24 F 8.2% # Jefr & AT FA F

e Agriculture is expected to grow faster, but manufacturing and
mining may witness growth halving compared to the previous year.

FR & 7 A g & 37 &, AfheT 3T 3R T e & A
geier et g1 Fehcll g
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The services sector looks relatively better, but Purchasing Managers’ Indices
indicate a momentum loss in both manufacturing and services in the third quarter

(Q3).

T &1 38T dgcl fe@dm 8, difehet @lie s Fasis (PMI) & 3TaR dradr
oY (Q3) # e@er 3R Aar T &t # aifad FA & W ¢

The NSO expects private consumption to grow by 7.3% this year, up from 4% last
year, but Q3 trends suggest urban demand remains weak.

NSO FI 3#7H1G g & 3T a¥ Al @ua 7.3% s¢dlt, 5t T WAoo av & 4% T 318« g,
AfereT A AT & T=7eT et AT F A T €

Finance Ministry’s View on Demand Slowdown

O AT &7 AT A FA W A9REAn

The Finance Ministry attributes the demand slowdown to a combination of
monetary policy stance and macroprudential measures by the RBI.

e #arew A AT & FAr S U ARE Afa F T@ 3R RBIF AwERATT T A
[SEZCUECTRE

Slow wage growth is also cited as a reason for cramped household demand.

HE Ao ey 1 S BXel AT A FAT HT TH HROT TART AT L

The NSO’s projection of gross fixed capital formation growth slipping to 6.4% from
9% in 2023-24 indicates private capital expenditure (capex) remains weak.

NSO T 37AT § o qoher AT gait fastor gefer 6.4% o 3m vl &, S T 2023-
243 9% Y, St fsh goflera & e (W) 7 FAGNT H gATaT Bl

Economists’ Concerns and Nomura’s Projections

JrdenfEAl At RAaw AR AW F AT

Most economists see significant downside risks to growth.

rfarerTer 3refemelt geft 1 ol Ageaqet NBA @ w T

Nomura economists estimate India’s GDP growth may end up around 6% for 2024-
25, implying a flat-lined second hallf.

AT IrenfEY & A T & b R Y GDP gafer 2024-25 # AN 6% &
Tl &, ST g@Y 3rdemer # s & gaATdr g

The global outlook remains uncertain, which may further affect India’s economic
trajectory.

mmmﬁmgm%,ﬁmﬁmmﬁﬁwmwm
gl
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Way Forward: Union Budget 2025-26 Recommendations

T T TEAT FET doie 2025-26 T B

e The Union Budget 2025-26 should move beyond incremental changes and focus on
reforms and fiscal actions to bring growth back to 7%-8%.

AT FoIC 2025-26 FH B FURT A 3797 doah JURK 3R Bl Feal w e &iea
AT TAMGT oMfeh GG 7%-8% & FAX W dAMMH T ST Heb|

¢ The government should consider cutting income, fuel, and consumption taxes, along
with import tariffs, to boost demand and growth.

THR DT IAHRT, $UT F, X GIT F HH Al o G- AATT Yo gl TN
TR seer @ifge arfe #Afer 3R gefdr a1 gerar fear o @

e Interest rate cuts alone will not be sufficient to drive growth.

dhalol sgTer & A ekt 1 Ff AT orar & & v wAied AL gel

The right to food and the struggle with the PDS

right to food in the context of Jharkhand.

Similarly, a few days ago, there was another
report that was in the context of Odisha. These
reports highlighted something alarming — that a
substantial number of households have been
removed from the rolls of the Public Distribution
System (PDS). This disturbing situation is not
limited to Jharkhand and Odisha. Bihar, another
State in the east-central region, has its own PDS
tragedy.

l n 2023, there was a report discussing the

The example of the Musahar community
Bihar was blighted by a supply crisis, when
rations were needed the most, at the time of the
COVID-19 pandemic. Since then, there are
communities which continue to be in want of a
stable supply of ration. This is more notable
among extremely marginalised communities such
as the Musahars. This is a community that has
been pushed beyond the edge of destitution by
the socio-politics of caste. Its struggle with the
PDS emerges as a significant symptom of the
same.

A number of Musahar households in Patna
district do not have an active ration card. Even if
they do have one, there is another problem — the
card does not have the names of all the family
members.

There are also several people who have lost
access to their monthly supply of ration ever
since biometric verification was made mandatory
at fair price shops (FPS). In such cases, the
individuals concerned are forced to get a new
ration card as after verification it emerges that
their names have been struck off the PDS rolls.
The ruling dispensation and its over the top
marketing of ‘smart cities’ clearly posits before us
the disconnect between the government and the
people most in need of state welfare.

Address :
Email Id :

Ananye Krishna

Field Researcher at
the DEVISE Charitable
Trust

L
3
*

"

KYe AR
Shailendra Kumar
Field Researcher at

the DEVISE Charitable
Trust

Bureaucratic
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reason why a
substantial
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Problems with the PDS are not limited to
enrolment and access. There is also the flow of
corruption through the veins of the system.
Households enrolled with the PDS have reported
that FPS dealers have been releasing only four
kilograms of food grain/person when a below
poverty line (BPL) household which has a Priority
Household (PHH) ration card is entitled to five
kilograms a person. The four kilograms of grain
being issued is rice, which is the lowest quality of
“Usna’ rice. No amount of wheat is issued.

Documentation that has no legal basis
Coming back to the issue of enrolment in PDS,
The Government of Bihar offers its citizens the
option to file a ration card application using a
paper-based application form or by filling in an
online application form through its e-PDS portal.
The first option requires the Aadhaar details of
the applicant and their family members. The
second option requires an extra set of
documents, namely caste certificate, income
certificate, and residence certificate. Even when
the applicant uses the first method, the officials
eventually demand these certificates.

The demand for such documents is not
exclusive to Bihar. Jharkhand also makes such a
demand while Uttar Pradesh makes it mandatory
to provide an income certificate, and Madhya
Pradesh requires the submission of proof of
residence.

The requirements of these certificates do not
have any legal basis. Neither the National Food
Security Act (NFSA) of 2013 nor the PDS control
order of 2015 explicate the requirement of such
documents. An officer from the Food and
Consumer Protection Department in Bihar has
confirmed that the requirement of those
certificates is an oversight in the online system.
Here again we see that in the race towards

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website :

patrioticias.in

digitisation and e-governance, governments have
shed all and any conception of governance and
citizen welfare.

The issue of exploitation

It is notable, and most unfortunate, that the
government, which has complete awareness of its
systemic flaws, has made no attempt at systemic
change and that people continue to be crushed
under the weight of official indifference. To make
matters worse, this hubris of power has provided
the perfect conditions for the creation of a market
of exploitation.

Most of the people, especially in the Musahar
community, who seek to avail the benefits of PDS,
neither have the resources nor the knowledge to
interact with online processes. This situation has
been aggressively exploited by middlemen who
charge a sum that is north of ¥3,000 to have a
ration card made. Within this market of
exploitation, it is not uncommon to hear that
neither document was issued nor the middleman
traceable after payment.

Amidst the myriad challenges, if the people are
somehow able to file their application, there is
still no guarantee that they will get their ration
card. While the 2015 order states that ration card
should be issued within 30 days of the applicatior
being filled, there are cases of people whose
applications have been pending for long —
between four to 18 months. These applications
are not for an entitlement which goes above and
beyond the diurnal needs of a person. They are
for the basic means of subsistence. It has been 24
years since the right to food was recognised as a
fundamental right in the case, People’s Union of
Civil Liberties vs Union of India. Since then,
governments have wound bureaucratic red tape
around it so tightly that it is choking the very
people it was meant for.
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The Right to Food and the Struggle with the PDS
gy FUHR 3R Fdsfas {aRor yomel (PDS) & e

oY

In 2023, a report discussed the right to food in the context of
Jharkhand. A similar report recently highlighted the same issue in
Odisha, indicating that many households were removed from the PDS
rolls.

2023 # FIRES F FeH # W IFR W v NI 31§ | g & A
Y & T RO 3R F off S, o I8 sa/m = fF FE 9REr)
& o\ dEew g & ger e aw g

e This problem is not limited to Jharkhand and Odisha. Bihar is also facing its own PDS
crisis, especially during the COVID-19 pandemic.

IJg gHE Q% sAREs 3K afEer g Hfag a8 & fEr & i FIffE-19 aIemd &
aireT fEew FFhe 1 THAT FAT IST

The Example of the Musahar Community
AAGY HSTT T 3QTEI0T

e During the pandemic, many communities in Bihar, especially the Musahar community,
suffered due to a lack of ration supply.

HAY & R WER & &% FAar, AV &0 @ qHeT WAar, 1 Wit et

FHY T THAAT ST TST|

e Many Musahar households in Patna district either do not have an active ration card or
have missing family members' names on the card.

YeoT A & @ HEEY IRART & 9 a7 o AT WA F1E At e, 1 w5 H 9REw
& woft geeat & o adt

o After the introduction of mandatory biometric verification, many people lost access to
ration, and their names were removed from PDS rolls.

FfAad TRARF TIHT IqE g & T HS ol WA WIed T F AOFR § g
g 71T, 3R 3% AF fshew g @ ger Qe v

Disconnect Between Governance and Welfare
myeT 3 Feamor F €I disconnect
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The government is focusing more on marketing ‘smart cities’, while ignoring basic
welfare needs like the PDS system.

AR 1 L FAE R & g W 31 B, Safe a5 ddiew sl gfaadr st
#Y T A W g

Issues of Corruption in PDS
NNew H ysemR A FAET

Many FPS dealers provide only 4 kg of rice per person instead of the 5 kg entitlement
under the Priority Household (PHH) ration card.

Fs BAX IIBH AT (FPS) e ufa cafFa &1 5 Falamsd & a9 Fad 4 ey
qrae &d g, il IfA$ IRaR (PHH) #1E & dgd Ao aifieul

The rice quality distributed is often poor Usnarice, and no wheat is issued.

faaRa araer ¥ Joraer sga @ B § (3F =EW), AR AT oo €t feam
ST

Documentation Without Legal Basis

FefAl YR & o grarst i A

In Bihar, applicants need to submit Aadhaar details, caste certificate, income
certificate, and residence certificate for ration card applications.

fYeR & T F15 & AT 3Mdea T F v 3raR faor, snfa v, 3ma

YA, 31T A9 YHTOTIT FTAT S T 3Ta2ThdT arar gl
Neither the National Food Security Act (NFSA), 2013 nor the PDS Control Order,
2015 mandates these documents.

TS wieg gRaT fafaeer (NFsA), 2013 3R bt fag=or ameer, 2015 # 5
TS & FIE IFfAGRIAT T8 B

An official from Bihar’s Food and Consumer Protection Department confirmed that
this is an oversight in the online system.

feR & @y AR susTFar wator fawmr & v RS A e H 6 a7 Aferarse
qomrell 1 @rHY gl

Exploitation in the PDS System
didiew gomelt & enwor Fr FHEEAT

Many marginalised communities, such as the Musahar community, do not have the
knowledge or resources to access online PDS services.

% i WS, S HHE WAHEM, & I JieTarga dEew Qanst H1 3T e H
fore sre a1 waTue A€ |
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Middlemen charge ¥3,000 or more to help people get ration cards, but they often
disappear after taking the money.

AT 23,000 AT 37 HfAF FHr AR AHT A9 T A F1E T H AGE FA o,
AfFT T T T AW T & TS &

Pending Applications for Ration Cards

Jfed AT F1E IS

As per the 2015 PDS Control Order, a ration card should be issued within 30 days of
the application.

difiew fAg=or rger, 2015 & AR, e F 30 el & sy wer F1E S R
ST AR

However, many people’s applications remain pending for 4 to 18 months.

AfheT &g NI o 3TdGsT 4 ¥ 18 AGIAT I diad o

Right to Food as a Fundamental Right
gy F F0FR Alfes sfter & & &

In 2001, in the People’s Union of Civil Liberties vs Union of India case, the Supreme
Court recognised the right to food as a fundamental right.

2001 # fiqew gfager 3t Rifae Peder samr ara s 7Fa 7, g FE 3 @eg
R F1 #Aifas IVFRF T F AT 1

Despite this, governments have created bureaucratic hurdles, making it difficult for
people to access basic necessities.

$HE TG, AERI A Aleendl aaw @@ & & § Saa e & Qv Aeeg
HTGIFATT Yo FIAT HIWFel g1 AT &
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Cripple and scuttle
Governments are discouraging the
exercise of the right to information
N early two decades after the passage of the

Right to Information Act, it is quite appa-
rent that governments, at least sections of
it, are uncomfortable with the idea of transparen-
cy and empowerment associated with it. Amend-
ments to dilute its efficacy and attempts to defeat
it by delaying or denying information have been
quite common for years. Another way to scuttle
the law is to cripple the functioning of informa-
tion commissions at the central and State levels.
The issue has surfaced again, with the Supreme
Court of India questioning the large number of
vacancies in the central and some State Informa-
tion Commissions. These commissions hear ap-
peals from members of the public who have been
denied access to information or have failed to el-
icit a response from designated information offic-
ers in various departments and institutions. A Di-
vision Bench has taken note of the fact that there
are eight vacancies in the posts of Information
Commissioners in the Central Information Com-
mission (CIC), while 23,000 appeals are pending
before it. In fact, some State-level Information
Commissions are almost defunct for want of
members to hear the public. Any court is bound
to ask, as the Court has now done, how an institu-
tion can be of any use if it does not have persons
to perform the required duties under the law.
The Court has sought to impart some urgency
to the matter by directing the Department of Per-
sonnel and Training to spell out in two weeks the
timelines for completing the selection process
and notifying the appointments of the eight Infor-
mation Commissioners in the CIC. It has also
asked for details about the search committee and
the list of applicants for the posts. Similarly,
States that have initiated the appointment pro-
cess but without any definite timeline have been
asked to complete the process within a specified
time. However, this may not be enough to bring
about a revival in the fulfilment of the original
purpose of the Act. Besides filling up vacancies,
not all governments have complied with a Court
verdict of 2019 that called for proactive efforts to
fill up vacancies in time by advertising them ear-
ly. The CIC’s post was stripped of its autonomy
some years ago when the government removed
the fixed five-year tenure and made it open-end-
ed. Not much has been done to appoint candi-
dates from various walks of life, as retired civil
servants continue to be chosen, a point noted by
the Bench in the latest hearing. It is inevitable
that a large number of vacancies will result in a
huge backlog and ultimately discourage the peo-
ple from seeking information. It is difficult not to
conclude that this is what those in power want.
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Cripple and Scuttle
%e 3R ave FE

Governments are discouraging the exercise of
the right to information

TEN Il & AFR & AT A galcwried a1
W@ &

eNearly two decades after the passage of the Right to
Information (RTI) Act, governments remain uncomfortable with
transparency and empowerment associated with it.

I & AUFER (RTI) s TR gU owr &Y gk arg o
WHR 58F AT 3V IRERIAT 3R FAFFIRIT & fIaR Hr ot
el et &

e There have been amendments to dilute its efficacy and attempts

to delay or deny information.

SH FHAGIR Il & T FMYA fhw 3w § 3R SRy 7 8 ar
SAPR & I v v g

e« Another way to scuttle the law is by crippling the functioning of
information commissions at the central and state levels.

HTelel I TS A T Ueh 3N e Fdr AR T gaam smava
& IHDIST I HETH ToAleTl B

Supreme Court Intervention

FHA FIE FT FEAAT

«The Supreme Court of India has raised concerns about the large
number of vacancies in Information Commissions.

AR F GRA FIE A ool 3R H 987 FE&qr A Frelt ga¥
e FRfdar Sars gl

eThere are eight vacancies in the Central Information
Commission (CIC), with over 23,000 appeals pending.

FET FIAT I (CIC) # 35 9 Wl § 31 23,000 & Hferw
ardrer dfaa &

«Some State Information Commissions are almost defunct due
to a lack of members.
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$O AT AT AT WGTAT FT FH! & HROT 9177 AfHT 81 71T g

Court’s Directions

FIC & Ader

e The Court directed the Department of Personnel and Training (DoPT) to provide a
timeline for completing the selection process and filling the eight vacant posts in the
CIC.

FHIC o FwfHS T TRIGTOT AT (DOPT) & a0t ufshar U &l 3R CIC & 318
ReFT TEY A 1A & v gw@gdAT v Fa o1 [der e

o States that have started the appointment process without a specific timeline have been
asked to complete it within a specified time.

ST Tat A AgiFa wftkar & #x & 8, dfher @IS fafdrse g =l & 8, 3¢
38 fruTRa 9T & QU e & Fr Bl

Pending Issues
afad 7o

e Many governments have not complied with the 2019 Supreme Court verdict, which
required proactive measures to fill vacancies in time.

& THRI o 2019 F FNH FE &F bwak 1 groel g1 fhar g, orad w1 RiFaat
F W & T vy FcH 3o Fir 3magwar A

e The CIC’s autonomy was reduced when the government removed the fixed five-year
tenure and made it open-ended.

WHR & 9T I 1 AfRad 3@ & geraw 31 389 3rfifda s@aferar sar ax CIc

N FARIAAT HH HT ATl
e Retired civil servants continue to be appointed to these posts, instead of individuals
from various walks of life, as the Court had suggested.

sﬂqﬁwmaﬁmﬁayﬁﬁaﬂaﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁé,maﬁéﬁﬁfaﬁr
& & SN B g e T g fedr

Impact on RTI
RTI 9T 9ATT

¢ Alarge number of vacancies has led to a huge backlog of appeals, ultimately
discouraging people from seeking information.

T3 g&ar A REFaAt & FROT 3Nl &7 371 dFATT aY TAT §, S 3idd: A9
ST AR § galcaTed T &1

e Itis evident that some in power prefer to keep information inaccessible to avoid
transparency and accountability.
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I8 Tuse ¢ & o ufFaal et S arred WWer gHe FRc § arfes arefiar sk
SaEeE @ 99T ST G|
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China’s long game in Africa

n 2022, when China

established its first political

training school in Tanzania,

the Mwalimu Julius Nyerere
Leadership School, its motivation
was unambiguous. With an
estimated cost of $40 million, the
school was a tool for the Chinese
Communist Party (CCP) to shape
the future political leaders of
Africa following the Chinese
principles of governance.

Therefore, it is no surprise that
the 120 official members of the
school’s first cohort were from
countries with long-standing
historical ties to China. These
countries continue to be ruled by
the liberation parties that came
into power through their
pre-independence struggles. The
countries include South Africa,
Mozambique, Angola, Namibia,
Zimbabwe, and Tanzania. In fact,
these six countries, along with
Botswana, are also part of the
Former Liberation Movements of
Southern Africa, an informal
coalition meant to help one
another address governance
challenges and stay in power.
Clearly, the move by China to

establish the political school is
meant to strengthen its
relationship and increase its
influence among the policymakers
of these countries. The political
school is another platform for the
leaders of these ruling liberation
parties to enhance their
governance capabilities through
shared educational resources. This
is also an example of China’s
broader strategy to shape Africa’s
political landscape by promoting
its governance model based on the
centrality of the ruling party and
its control over the state.

Game of influence

There are several ways for a
country to assert its influence.
One way could be mediation or
fostering dialogue among the
concerned parties to facilitate
positive conversations. This also
helps in building a strong global
image for the mediator country.
Historically, the U.S. has been the
most influential international
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China’s long
game in Africa
is not just about
economic
influence or
military
strength. It is
also about the
subtle art of
diplomacy and
influence

mediator. However, China is
increasingly asserting itself in this
role, as seen in its involvement in
resolving the Saudi Arabia-Iran
and Niger-Benin disputes.

As China seeks to establish an
alternative world order — often
complementary to, and
sometimes in contrast with, the
Western-led global system — it
recognises the importance of
Africa’s support in various
multilateral forums. Africa, with
55 countries, is a significant player
in international relations. And so,
Beijing is intensifying its efforts to
build strong ties with Africa as
part of its broader strategy to shift
the global balance in its favour.

However, China’s engagement
in Africa’s politics is not a recent
phenomenon. Beijing has
supported African independence
movements, military endeavours,
and governance structures. It has
also helped develop African
economies through investments in
infrastructure and industrial
projects. This historical
relationship continues to be
strong, as China intensifies its
focus on strengthening ties with
Africa’s ruling parties.

‘Study tours” have remained a
key part of China’s public
diplomacy with Africa. Every year,
hundreds of African officials visit
China for lectures at universities,
visits to provincial governments,
and cultural exchanges designed
to familiarise them with Chinese
traditions and governance
practices.

Only now has China’s game
plan to influence African political
elites expanded through the
introduction of political schools.
During the 8th Forum on
China-Africa Cooperation in 2021,
China acknowledged its ties to
over 100 political parties across 51
African countries.

China’s growing influence in
Africa is evident not only in the
establishment of new educational
institutions but also in the
deepening of its political
relationships. Kenya, for example,
has expressed its interest in having
a leadership school that would be

Email Id : info@patrioticias.in
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financed by and modelled on the
CCP’s Central Party School. These
efforts are accompanied by
investments in infrastructure.
China funded the construction of
Kenya’s new foreign ministry
headquarters, as the two
countries were celebrating 60
years of diplomatic relations.
China is not only constructing
new institutions, but also
refurbishing many existing ones.
For instance, China funded the
renovation of the Herbert Chitepo
School of Ideology in Zimbabwe.
Through such initiatives, it aims to
establish a governance model
similar to its own, based on
strong, centralised party systems
that offer stability and control.
This highlights the effectiveness of
building reciprocal relationships,
particularly in countries where
leadership stability and
centralisation are highly valued.

Chinese diplomacy in Africa
China’s approach to Africa is built
on decades of patient diplomacy.
While the Nyerere Leadership
School represents a significant
milestone, it is only one piece of
China’s broader strategy to embed
itself deeply within Africa’s
political fabric. China’s long-term
goal is to promote a Sino-centric
world order in which it plays a
central role in shaping global
governance structures.

However, China is also mindful
of potential regime changes in
Africa. It knows the importance of
nurturing opposition parties to
safeguard its interests in case
political shifts occur. By
establishing political schools and
cultivating bonds with ruling and
opposition parties, China is
ensuring that its influence is intact
regardless of political transitions.

China’s long game in Africa is
not just about economic influence
or military strength. It is also
about the subtle art of diplomacy
and influence. Through its
strategic investments in Africa’s
political future, China is ensuring
that it remains a key player in
shaping Africa’s governance
structures for years to come.
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China’s Long Game in Africa
T # e Y ot Toreifa

In 2022, China established its first political training school in
Tanzania, named the Mwalimu Julius Nyerere Leadership School, with
an estimated cost of $40 million.

2022 #, et & denfaAr A FAfAH Sfordw FAY Aded THd F A
Ugl TSl JIAETOT Tho TS R, TSt srqanfad dmra 40
fafeaer st o

e The school aims to shape the future political leaders of Africa following Chinese
principles of governance.

o IE Tl HNelt aweT RAgual & ITAR nhreRr & fasT & TsT=ifas Aar3i
IR I H 8T @ ¢

e The first cohort of 120 official members were from six countries with long-standing
ties to China: South Africa, Mozambique, Angola, Namibia, Zimbabwe, and
Tanzania.

o Ugel 120 3nfarie waFal &1 Heg Sfaror rhrehT, ArenfEa®, e, arfaar,
forared 3k denfar S 2ot @ ar, foes @y e & Magfe w@eae )

e These countries continue to be ruled by liberation parties that came to power through
pre-independence struggles.

o ¥ ger 3 off TaaAar WA & R wAT A 31S AT wiEAt ganr e §
e The school strengthens China’s relationship with policymakers and promotes its
governance model based on the centrality of the ruling party.

o FE Thol Hiel & Afa-fAATs & A1y Feul H Aol T ¢ IR FAreg et
Y FUTTAT X TR 39 AT Al T ral STl g

Game of Influence YHTT &T W

e Countries can assert influence by mediating disputes and fostering dialogue among
parties, which helps build a global image.

o & el # gase X waE F FgEr &R F AIA F 39T IRaF o T
ghd gl
o Historically, the U.S. has been the most influential international mediator, but China is
now stepping into this role.

o UfAEf@e &9 @, WgFd UsT AN Ha8 yomaemel Faiedr Feaqey @ ¢,
AfheT 9 AeT 57 HfAH F FeH W@ W L
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e Examples of China’s mediation include Saudi Arabia-Iran and Niger-Benin disputes.

o T AT FLITUAT & 3607 3 3RA-ET 3R AZeR-dfa=r faae §1
¢ China seeks to establish an alternative world order, recognising the importance of
Africa’s support in multilateral forums.

o zﬁﬂwmmamwﬁamm%‘ﬁh@mﬁﬁ
3nhreRT & FHASS B Hgea ol AT g

China’s Historical Engagement with Africa 3Th&T & 1T e Fr
tfae@s SEE

e China’s involvement in Africa is not new; it has supported independence movements,
military endeavours, and governance structures.

o 3nhre H AT H AN 7 6T & 391 T Qe o7 FImET, 3%
AT FIIT3T T FHIT Far g

e China has invested in infrastructure and industrial projects to help develop African
economies.

o T o I rdeTaTUnsit & GHE & fov gewreFat 3R sitg@fs
gt F Ao Rar gl

Public Diplomacy and Study Tours ®Taaifa® Fealfa AR reaae
LIEIY

e Study tours are a key part of China’s public diplomacy with Africa. Hundreds of
African officials visit China annually for lectures, government visits, and cultural
exchanges.

o AU ITATE IFIEH & WY el T WASAAF Feedla H U Ageaqul oedm
g1 & Trer Hhst rhihr HAFRY A 3 sarearEl, aFH e AR aeEfaw
HTETT-9eTA & Tov S gl

e In 2021, during the 8th Forum on China-Africa Cooperation, China acknowledged ties
with over 100 political parties across 51 African countries.

o 2021 H HNA-3rBHT AT & 89 HT & e, o7 oF 51 3hrehY St H 100 &
I TeEIfas gall & iy Gaet HF TeR R

e China’s growing influence is seen in the establishment of new educational institutions
and the deepening of political relationships.

o v AfAF FEIEAT 7 TAUAT 3T Tefad daul F1 TG A H AT & dedl
GHIT @I ST Fehell 2|

Examples of Chinese Investments e fAaer & 3ggIor
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Kenya expressed interest in a leadership school modelled on the CCP’s Central Party
School.

o Feara Nl Frgfare ardt F Fr ardt TR W IR Aqed TR A o
qFd HI|

China funded Kenya’s new foreign ministry headquarters, celebrating 60 years of
diplomatic relations.

o Uil o FAT F AT RASA HATT HEATT HT faqdIvor fhar, St 60 ast F

TS FaEl T 3c9d AT
China refurbished the Herbert Chitepo School of Ideology in Zimbabwe.
o Wil o [9ared # ga RAdr RAARYRT e #1 gAfAATT R

Chinese Diplomacy in Africa 3rshraT & el Feaifa

China’s approach to Africa is built on decades of patient diplomacy.
o 3TRIERT & Ufc =T 1 TivcenIvr gerl Fr Adqol Feafa w amaia &

The Nyerere Leadership School represents a milestone but is only one part of China’s
broader strategy.

o TAY AGed TH Ueh Ageaqul 3qaiers &1 fafaiftiea sxar § dfeher 75 @et
SIS WEAT & Fad T GedT gl

China’s long-term goal is to promote a Sino-centric world order and play a central role
in global governance structures.

o TN F QHPIoIF 8T TS Hefl-hfga ea saaryr & Forar ¢ 3R IRTw
AT TIEATHT H g ${fAeT foereT Bl
China understands the importance of nurturing opposition parties to safeguard its
interests during political transitions.

o T UrfaF deamal & T 379 Ral &7 187 & v Rusht ot o dcafka

FT & Hgcd T FHSIAT gl
By establishing political schools and cultivating bonds with ruling and opposition
parties, China ensures long-term influence in African politics.

o Vefa® THaT T TG IR Fave v fagedt galf & @y d9w T« &
ACTH A, Dol 31T Tofellicl 7 Qo Forma iafRad adr gl
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The Centre’s share in States’ revenue has surged in the last decade

|GS Paper II: Center State Relations |

The falling efficiency of States in collecting more taxes has deepened their dependency on the Centre

I DATA POINT |

Samreen Wani

ver the last decade, States
0 have been relying more

and more on transfers and
grants from the Centre.

In the last decade (FY16 to
FY25), 23-30% of the total revenue
of States was collected from the
Centre as transfers. However, in

State public sector enterprises.
While the share of own tax reve-
nue and non-tax revenue of States
has reduced, the share of transfers
from the Centre has increased (23-
30% in the last decade compared
to 20-24% in the 15 years before
that). This is depicted in Chart 1.
Kausik K. Bhadra, PFM consul-
tant, UNICEF, says, “While expen-
diture responsibilities have been
rapidly spiralling, the nearly stag-
nant own tax revenue mobilisation

Earnings from services ren-
dered, such as public health (social
service) and power (economic ser-
vice), did not cross the 30% mark
in the last decade. It is only esti-
mated to cross the mark in FY25.
Compare this to the 2000s and
first half of 2010 when it crossed
the mark for many years.

While the share of interest re-
ceipts and earnings from services
has come down, the share of
grants from the Centre has in-

Diminishing States’” own revenues

The data for the charts were taken from the RBI’s State Finances
Report. It also includes The Hindu’s calculations

Chart 1: The share of States’ own tax revenue, non-tax revenue,
and Central transfers in their total revenue (in %)

55

Own tax revenue

- =X O\ NL

The share of transfers from the Centre has

For over a decade
now, States’own
tax revenue as

a share of their
total revenue

has remained
considerably below
the 50% mark

The share of
non-tax revenue

the 2000s and the first half of = impedes the States’ counter-cycli- | creased (6570% in the last decade " ';g;"nf: ffgfg;g; :‘igg::?ﬁgr‘“ compored to in States total

2010, the share was 20-24%. Also, = cal expansionary fiscal measures | compared to 55-60% in the 15 35 Mo tox revenue N g0 below the 24%
close to 65-70% of the non-tax re- | in a sustained manner to boost ag- | years before that). This is shown in . 3 n:'ar;( in FY25 farh

venue of States was collected from | gregate demand in the economy.” | Chart 3. b /v \ 262 ;air’f;y‘g;‘;’” the
the Centre as grants in the last de- Mr. Bhadra adds that the share Charts 1, 2 and 3 when read to- B 5. \/ . Y

cade compared to the 2000s and | of own tax revenue in States’ total | gether show that the Centre is . 239

the first half of the 2010s when the | revenue is largely driven by SGST. | playing a major role in the revenue 20 FvoL Share in Fos 25t *Estimates

share was lower at 55-65%.

States have also not done
enough to efficiently collect taxes
to increase their own tax revenue.
In addition, revenue from non-tax

While SGST accounted for 15% of
the States’ total revenue in FY18, it
currently makes up about 22%.
This is shown in Chart 2. Conse-
quently, the share of own tax reve-

earned by the States. However, it is
also true that many States are not
efficiently collecting taxes using
avenues at their disposal.

Table 4 shows the ratio of se-

Central taxes

Chart 2: The share of States’ SGST and own
tax revenue (OTR) without SGST in their
total revenue (in %)

335

revenue, other than Central nue, without the contribution | lect States’ own tax revenue to its 35 TR minus SGST

grants, has been diminishing. from SGST, has declined from 34% | GSDP. The trend shows a marked 30 28
The combination of these fac- = to 28%. decline in this ratio in six States in .

tors has meant that the dependen-
cy of States on Central funds has ri-
sen in recent years.

Chart 1 shows the share of
States’ own tax revenue, non-tax
revenue, and Central transfers in
their total revenue. For over a de-

This means that not only is the
share of States’ own tax revenue
consistently below the 50% mark,
but also an increasing share of it is
derived from SGST. It is important
to note that the SGST is earned
based on rates set by the GST

particular.

For Tamil Nadu, the own tax re-
venue to GSDP ratio has gradually
declined from 7.72% in FY13-15 to
6.17% in FY 22:24. This has also
been the case in Karnataka, Kera-
la, Bihar, Delhi, and Madhya Pra-

3 20 /\_/
- SGST
—— \ 15 o152

219

2017-18 2021-22 2024-25

Chart 3: A detailed split of States’ non-tax revenue. (Figures in %)

cade now, States’ own tax revenue = Council and these rates have re- | desh, too. While the ratio has risen 80
as a share of their total revenue has = mained a bone of contention. In | in Maharashtra, Manipur, Megha-
remained considerably below the | the past, Finance Ministers of ma- | laya, Odisha, and Uttarakhand, it Grants from Centre .
50% mark, while in the 2000s and | ny Opposition-ruled States includ- | has remained stagnant in other 60 64.6
in the early 2010s, it had crossed = ing Tamil Nadu, Kerala, and West | States. .
the 50% mark for many years or = Bengal have spoken out against the “Various States have underta- 543 .
remained close to it. Own taxreve- = Council’s decisions. ken a number of measures to im- a0 36 C2rnings from services
nue of States includes money Chart 3 shows a detailed splitof | prove tax collection from stamp 31.8
raised through stamp duty, regis- = States’ non-tax revenue. It depicts | duty, registration fees, and motor
tration fees, motor vehicletax, and = the share of grants from the | vehicle tax. This could likely be 20
other taxes, along with the State = Centre, earnings from services, in- | considered inadequate and spo- Dividends and profits Interest receints
component in Goods and Services | terest receipts, and dividends/pro- | radic efforts since these two taxes %l P P
Tax (GST), or State GST (SGST). fits from State public sector enter- | lack a high degree of technical effi- =1 .
Moreover, the share of non-tax | prises in the States’ non-tax | ciency according to a number of 0
FY05 FY15 2024-25 (BE)

revenue in States’ total revenue is
likely to go below the 24% mark in

revenue. Interest receipts have not
exceeded 5% of non-tax revenues

studies,” Mr. Bhadra says.
He adds that “the own tax reve-

FY25 for the first time in the past | in the last decade comparedtothe | nue mobilisation efforts at the :t'.l’;z?’s:'lz‘s;"gé::s, A F“::\',ls F"‘:'ls | “190'21 ‘ FVZF;-‘ )
25 years. Non-tax revenue of States ~ 2000s and first half of 2010 when | State level seems to be falling short Tamil Nadu T.72% 16.67% 16.20% 16.17%
N . o s P own tax revenue Karnataka 7.69% |6.94% |6.2T% |6.29%
includes grants from the Centre, it formed 5-9% of non-tax revenue. | of upholding the redistributive to their GSDP (in Bihar T6.04% 6.25% [544% |5.75%
earnings from social, fiscal, eco- = Moreover, the share of dividends | macroeconomic implications of %). FY17, Fy21 and Delhi BRI 5'250’/9 4'51;/0 £75%
nomic, and general services ren- = and profits garnered from State | tax policies.” 251122??555 is Kerala 7o |681% |628% |6.70%
dered by the States, interest re- = public sector enterprises has re- budget estimates Madhya Pradesh |7.74% |7.01%  |6.01% |6.11%

ceipts, and dividends/profits from

mained under 1%.
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The Centre’s Share in States’ Revenue Has Surged in
the Last Decade
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Over the last decade (FY16 to FY25), 23-30% of States' total revenue was collected
from transfers from the Centre.

ol aee (FY16 & FY25) & sl & Fol Toed T 23-30% REWT Fg & FATAaRor
& T H GIed g3
In the 2000s and early 2010s, this share was lower at 20-24%.

2000 & gerk 3 FIATA 2010 F FewF H g TGEAT 20-24% 7|

65-70% of the non-tax revenue of States in the last decade came from grants by the
Centre, whereas in the 2000s and early 2010s, it was 55-65%.

o gae 7 Todl T - Toa #765-70% REAT Fg & Fega= F § 7 30T,
STdfeh 2000 & gUF IR 3T 2010 F UF A g 55-65% T

States’ Declining Own Tax Revenue and Dependency on the Centre

TSN & 9 FT Tored # e 3 Fg 9w fsiar 9

States’ own tax revenue as a share of their total revenue has remained below 50% for
over a decade, whereas it crossed 50% in the 2000s and early 2010s.

TSl o 39 HT TS T BEAT WSl Tk 2Uh A 3afeh Fel AT T 50% F HH
g, Stafeh I 2000 & gus 3R YEIATA 2010 F g2 7 50% § IfAF |

Own tax revenue includes stamp duty, registration fees, motor vehicle tax, and
SGST (State Goods and Services Tax).

TEE FT FT ToEd A TSI TG, TSHHI0T o, A e+, AR SGST AT 7%
T AT ) WA

Non-tax revenue’s share in total revenue is expected to fall below 24% in FY25, the
lowest in the last 25 years.

ol ToTEd H - TSET 1 FEATFY25 H 24% F A o7 1 AT g, St oo
25 98t & gad FA I

SGST's Role in States' Revenue

TAl & oed # SGST #r sffrar

SGST accounted for 15% of States' total revenue in FY18, which has now risen to
22%.

FY18 # SGST o U=l & el IoTed T 15% RTAT ST 2T, S 37T dhT 22% &l
T gl

Without SGST, the share of States' own tax revenue has declined from 34% to 28%.
SGST &l gl ¢ ar TSIl & YT HT JAEd HT FEAT 34% F "geHT 28% &l =T

gl
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Centre’s Role in States' Non-Tax Revenue

Tt & I ToEa A Fg A A

In the last decade, 65-70% of States' non-tax revenue came from grants from the
Centre, compared to 55-60% in the 2000s and early 2010s.

Uod a2 # Teal & IR-FT ATEa FT 65-70% FEAT gy F 36aT & &7 H 31T,

STdfeh 2000 & gUF IR 3T 2010 F gAF A Ig 55-60% T

The share of interest receipts in hon-tax revenue has fallen below 5% in the last
decade, compared to 5-9% earlier.

IR-aT ToEa A g1 e aA) 1 BEar ool g2 A 5% & FA 8 I-T &, i Ugol
Ig 5-9% T|

Dividends and profits from State public sector enterprises have remained below 1%
of non-tax revenue in the last decade.

T Ao & & 3uHAL 3 Jreer 3R FATHT oo avd H 1% & FA T ¢

State-Specific Trends in Own Tax Revenue to GSDP Ratio
AT & 9T FT Teed 3R GSDP F 3rara 7 wgfet

Tamil Nadu's own tax revenue to GSDP ratio has declined from 7.72% in FY13-15 to
6.17% in FY22-24.

affeaTg & v F Vo AR GSDP Hepurd # FIRTae 318 8, S FY13-15 % 7.72%

T gehT FY22-24 H 6.17% & 9147 &1

Similar trends were observed in Karnataka, Kerala, Bihar, Delhi, and Madhya
Pradesh.

T TRE & TSI Feilesh, i, [WeR, e, 3R 7e7 wor & @ vy

However, the ratio has increased in Maharashtra, Manipur, Meghalaya, Odisha, and
Uttarakhand.

gIelifeh, TE ]I HERTSE, ATOYY, Aurery, 3 f¥em, 3R 3eRrEs # wqr ¢

Challenges in Tax Collection by States

UsAt & FT waE A gatfoar

States have made efforts to improve tax collection from stamp duty, registration
fees, and motor vehicle tax, but these efforts are inadequate.

g Feiq 37, TSIior e, IR AT aea FT § T Fq6 A GUR & 99 I W
g, olfehel T JATH HOATe & |

Technical inefficiency in these taxes is one of the reasons for the low collection
rates.

3oT PRI A dheilehl H&GTHAT HH TUE &I P Teh HROT gl
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Expert Opinion on State Revenue Mobilisation

T TEET e W [dws &1 1

e Kausik K. Bhadra, PFM consultant at UNICEF, says that States’ stagnant own tax
revenue limits their ability to take expansionary fiscal measures.

FIAF F. #7g, ST UNICEF # PFM HATEHR &, Fed o [ Tl o RUT 9 FX T
F FRUT I fFrarad T g =g & a1 w® &

e He also highlights that the redistributive macroeconomic implications of tax policies
are not being upheld by the States.

d 7§ o g § T R Afaal & qafdavoia AwFaiae yamal & T3t garT
AT & § o) fohar o @ g
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Why is deciphering the Indus script important?
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Why has Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin announced a S1-million prize to anyone who deciphers the scripts of the Indus Valley Civilisation? Has any work in

recent times pointed to the possible cultural contact between the Indus Valley and south India?

[GS Paper I: Indus Valley Civilization]

EXPLAINER

T. Ramakrishnan

The story so far:
n January 5, Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister M.K. Stalin
announced a $1-million prize
for experts or organisations in
the event of their success in deciphering
the scripts of the Indus Valley Civilisation
(IVC). He made the announcement at the
inauguration of an international
conference to mark the centenary of the
IVC discovery, which was disclosed
through an article published in
September 1924 by the then
Director-General of the Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI) John Marshall. That
the Chief Minister of a southern State in
the country had made such an
announcement was due to the possible
Dravidian connection with the IVC.
Notwithstanding the political dimension
of the Dravidian concept, historians,
archaeologists and linguistic scholars
have been debating over the Dravidian
hypothesis ever since the publication of
Marshall’s article.

How do scholars define the Indus
Valley Civilisation (IVC)?

The IVC, also called the Harappan
Civilisation, spanned 2,000 sites across
1.5 million sq. km. in the territories of
modern-day India, Pakistan, and
Afghanistan during the Bronze Age
(3000-1500 BCE). It had a wider
geographical area than the combined
areas of its contemporary civilisations —
Egyptian and Mesopotamian. Talking of
the IVC’s importance, Pakistan’s veteran
archaeologist Ahmad Hasan Dani, in the
December 1973 issue of UNESCO Courier,
observed that the Valley lies across
“ancient migration routes from central
and western Asia to India.” The IVC
introduced urban life for the first time in
the valley when similar civilisations had
developed on the banks of the Nile and
the Tigris-Euphrates valleys.

Why is deciphering the Indus script
important?

Other scripts encountered in the
contemporary Mesapotomian and
Egyptian civilisations had been
deciphered in a more satisfying manner,
But, the non-decipherment of the Indus
script prevents scholars from providing a
complete picture of Harappan culture,
which is why scholars tend to call ita
“mystery script.”

What is the Dravidian h h

loanwords in the Rigveda; the substratum
influence of Dravidian on the Prakrit
dialects; and computer analysis of the
Indus texts revealing that the language
had only suffixes (like Dravidian), and no
prefixes (as in Indo-Aryan) or infixes (as in
Munda),” Mahadevan wrote. As the
Dravidian models of decipherment had
still little in common except certain basic
features, “it is obvious that much more
work remains to be done before a
generally acceptable solution emerges,”
according to him.

What does the latest work have to
offer?

P
The Indus script carries proto-Dravidian
references — this is the position of
scholars including Suniti Kumar Chatterji,
Father Heras, Yri Valentinovich Knorozov,
Walter Fairservis, Iravatham Mahadevan,
Kamil Zvelebil, Krishnamurti and Asko
Parpola — which can be found in the latest
study on Indus signs and graffiti marks of
Tamil Nadu.

The IVC “is non-Aryan and pre-Aryan,”
argued Mahadevan in his article
published in The Hindu on May 3, 2009.
Attributing “solid archaeological and
linguistic evidence,” the scholar, who
passed away in 2018, emphasised that
“the Indus script is a writing system
encoding the language of the region (most
probably Dravidian)”. Ruling out Aryan
authorship of the civilisation, he hastened
to add that this did not automatically
make it Dravidian. Yet, “there is
substantial linguistic evidence favouring
the Dravidian theory: the survival of
Brahui, a Dravidian language in the Indus
region; the presence of Dravidian

C issioned by the Tamil Nadu
government’s State Department of
Archaeology (TNSDA), the study, which is
morphological in nature, reveals that
nearly 90% of the graffiti marks found
during excavations at archaeological sites
in the State have parallels to those found
in the Indus Valley Civilisation. “...the
exact shapes and their variants found
both independently and in composite
forms vividly indicate that they were not
accidental. Itis believed that the Indus
script or signs would have not
disappeared without any trace(s], rather
they would have transformed or evolved
into different forms,” concludes K. Rajan,
formerly professor with Pondicherry
University and academic-research advisor
to the TNSDA, and R. Sivanantham, joint
director in the department, who carried
out the study.

Defining the terms “graffiti” and
“script,” the duo, in a monograph,
explain that all the recognisable scratches
engraved on the ceramics in south India
and, to some extent, on Indus ceramics

are identified as graffiti. The ones
engraved on seals and other metal objects
of the IVC are designated as script. Even
though both were written by the same
people, they were differentiated and
documented as script and graffiti.
“However, the extensive comparative
study of graffiti marks and Indus scripts
evidently suggests that both are
undeciphered signs,” the two scholars
observe.

Which project has preceded the
work?

The findings of a two-year-long project of
the TNSDA, called ‘Documentation and
Digitisation of Graffiti and Tamili
(Tamil-Brahmi) Inscribed Potsherds of
Tamil Nadu’, have formed the basis of the
monograph.

Aimed at documenting, compiling and
analysing the graffiti bearing potsherds
and Tamili inscribed potsherds unearthed
in archaeological excavations of the State,
the project, launched during 2022-23,
seeks to compare those graffiti marks with
the Indus script to explore whether any
cultural relationship existed between the
two.

The datasets from the project
suggested that 15,184 graffiti-bearing
potsherds were reported from 140 sites in
the State and nearly 14,165 sherds were
documented. Of them, nearly 2,107 signs
had been morphologically categorised
within a group of 42 base signs, 544
variants and 1,521 composites. Any
additional strokes added to the base signs
were considered variants of the base signs
while a group of signs containing more
than one base sign was regarded as a
composite sign. “Several signs

Buried secrets: Different structures are exposed in a trench at Rakhigarhi, a Harappan site in Haryana, in 2022. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

encountered in Tamil Nadu had exact
parallels in the Indus scripts. Likewise,
some signs had near parallels. These signs
probably evolved from the base signs. Out
of 42 base signs and their variants, nearly
60% of them found their parallels in the
Indus script,” the document explains.

How has the question of cultural
contact between the IVC and south
India been explored by the work?
The monograph talks of a “possibility of
cultural exchanges.” Even though the
occurrences of identical graffiti marks in
south India suggest a kind of cultural
contact, one needs more material
evidence and tangible data to support or
strengthen the view.

The recent chronometric dates indicate
that when the Indus Valley experienced
the Copper Age, south India experienced
the Iron Age. “In this sense, the Iron Age
of South [sic] India and the Copper Age of
Indus are contemporary.” If that is so,
there is a “possibility of cultural
exchanges either through direct or
intermediate zones,” the authors of the
monograph point out.

The document goes on to state that the
occurrence of a large number of carnelian
and agate beads and high-tin bronze
objects, particularly from Iron Age graves,
give a clue about the contact, as
carnelian, agate, copper and tin have to
come from the north or elsewhere.
Besides semiprecious stones and copper,
a few more cultural items are required to
prove the existence of contact
“convincingly,” the authors state, calling
for future explorations, excavations,
scientific investigations and historical
linguistic analysis.

THE GIST

v

The IVC, also called the
Harappan Civilisation, spanned
2,000 sites across 1.5 million
sq. km. in the territories of
modern-day India, Pakistan,
and Afghanistan during the
Bronze Age (3000-1500 BCE). It
had a wider geographical area
than the combined areas of its
contemporary civilisations —
Egyptian and Mesopotamian.

v

Commissioned by the Tamil
Nadu government's State
Department of Archaeology
(TNSDA), a study, which is
morphological in nature,
reveals that nearly 90% of the
graffiti marks found during
excavations at archaeological
sites in Tamil Nadu have
parallels to those found in the
Indus Valley Civilisation.

v

The document goes on to state
that the occurrence of a large
number of camelian and agate
beads and high-tin bronze
objects, particularly from Iron
Age graves, give a clue about
the contact, as camnelian,
agate, copper and tin have to
come from the north or
elsewhere.
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Why is deciphering the Indus script important?

ey ol = gwsrem Fa Agcaqor 87
Why has Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin announced a $1-
million prize to anyone who deciphers the scripts of the Indus Valley

Civilisation? Has any work in recent times pointed to the possible
cultural contact between the Indus Valley and south India?

dffearg ¥ Feged a.F. Fwfaad F Ry ard gegar #r [/’ F;
FATS @ F 1 AT st # T &R &t 1 aiwor F41 dr 32 F4
g & el & Rrelt w7 o Ry ardt s gfdor sRa & i ganla
HiEFfas TaF T W sART FFam 32

Tamil Nadu's $1 Million Prize for Deciphering the Indus Valley Script
afersrg qarr Ry arér A # gose F Qv 1 Afews sior &1 R

e OnJanuary 5, Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin announced a $1-million prize for
experts or organizations who successfully decipher the scripts of the Indus Valley
Civilisation (IVC).

5 Sieadl ! AffieraTs & HEIAN wA.&. Fafea o Ry ardt wear (Ive) i fafy &
Hholdqdes FAS dlel [aAvaAl a1 Fraat & fov 1 fAfaesr sfor &1 &R gt

|

e The announcement was made at the inauguration of an international conference
marking the centenary of the IVC's discovery, which was first disclosed in September
1924 by John Marshall, the then Director-General of the Archaeological Survey of
India (ASI).

Ig ©IVoTT 1924 F RAdeR & Jier A1, S 30 AT HRAT Rcled FA&TOT (ASI)
HeTfaeereh ¥, gaRT fHY a1d HIGAT T Tl & AdTeal ARG & IGUET & GRIeT &l

5 o

e The connection to the Dravidian hypothesis was highlighted by the Chief Minister, due to
possible links between the Dravidian people and the IVC.

AEIHA carT gfaAf3asr Rquia & Hesl & Jorr a1, Fifs dead: gifafdae o
3R Ay a1l eI & o gaY g Hehd B

e Scholars, archaeologists, and linguists have debated the Dravidian hypothesis ever
since the publication of Marshall's article.

gifafgasr fRAquia W faear, Ridea=il AR swifdel & &a 9g@ a9 & ool WE g, o
| AT FT TG TR G AT
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What is the Indus Valley Civilisation (IVC)?
e ardt werar (Ive) 7 32

The IVC, also known as the Harappan Civilisation, covered 2,000 sites across 1.5
million sq. km in modern-day India, Pakistan, and Afghanistan during the Bronze
Age (3000-1500 BCE).

f&e] aré gegar, f5r8 ggoar |eraT o gl Sfcm §, o 3eYfreh Ra, ifhean, iR
Jrpanfaedrer & 1.5 Afdaer a9t fraft & el 2000 wEeH 1 FHax o, St amr g
(3000-1500 $HT q&) & NIt Tl

The IVC had a wider geographical spread than its contemporary civilizations, such as
Egyptian and Mesopotamian civilisations.

f&ey arer Fegar & flenfoen faEaN el FHReNT HeFAdT S A 3N
AQrefAaT gegant & s o)

Pakistan's veteran archaeologist Ahmad Hasan Dani observed in December 1973 that
the Valley lay across "ancient migration routes from central and western Asia to India."”

qTfehEclel & AT Yiccdl HgHAG g0 aTell o fGHay 1973 & g@m & g =y
Uil garEsT Al & dg Yd g, S Fg 3 aftesw ofder @ sima as Sra

The IVC introduced urban life to the valley, similar to other civilizations like those on the
banks of the Nile and Tigris-Euphrates rivers.

&Yy ardr Jerar & arél & el Sliae T YBITA A, S e FIIAN A AR
fearia-gihew Afel & fhari w fawfad g off|

Why is Deciphering the Indus Script Important?
Ry Ry w1 wwgen waf Ayt 82

The Indus script remains a "mystery script" as it has never been fully deciphered,
preventing scholars from giving a complete picture of Harappan culture.

iy fofd Ergay A o= g5 & F2if% 38 QU Re & F7sT = o1 T, foaa
faeaml @I ggoar FEFfa BT O dER & & HiSAS el &

Other contemporary scripts, like those of Mesopotamian and Egyptian civilizations,
were deciphered in a more satisfying manner.

3T GHGN [T, S& AW i B geant &, 310 gavess s
& GHSN ST gl &

What is the Dravidian Hypothesis?

The Indus script has proto-Dravidian references, according to scholars like Suniti
Kumar Chatterji, Father Heras, Yuri Valentinovich Knorozov, Walter Fairservis,
Iravatham Mahadevan, Kamil Zvelebil, Krishnamurti, and Asko Parpola.

g3u fafy & wret-gifafgaa west €, siar o giafa $ar aees, wrex 8w, g
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TR IRYYAT S8 TIgdrel sl Al &

Mahadevan, in his article published in The Hindu on May 3, 2009, argued that the IVC
was non-Aryan and pre-Aryan, and he supported the Dravidian hypothesis with
substantial archaeological and linguistic evidence.

HEleds o 3 A§ 2009 I & feq & FohIRIT 39eT ol@ & g1 T &Yy aréy Fezar
3oY-qd 3R Ireie-3R07 i, 3R 3eglel Ageaqul Ridicash AR $19S GAON & ITUR
W gifafas Rgura &1 gada fhar

He cited evidence like the survival of Brahui (a Dravidian language in the Indus
region), Dravidian loanwords in the Rigveda, and linguistic influence on Prakrit
dialects.

3ol 9TgS A Iefaar (o Y &7 & v griafsaar o R), %Ide # gRafdaa
3Ur ereal, 3N wga Sifedl w sRfREs wima Sy R

Mahadevan also mentioned that computer analysis of the Indus texts revealed the
language had suffixes (like Dravidian languages) but no prefixes (as in Indo-Aryan
languages).

AEeasl o g off Ieoaw fahar f f&Yy @l & Fegex feewor g geffar § f& s
Fa suf DFE Y (SR SRR ammit &) e #1S Riftsew a8 (SR Se-3mde
STST3T #)|

However, he emphasized that more work is needed before a generally acceptable
solution to the decipherment emerges.

gTelifen, 3egiel I o SN fGar & fof &1 wofs=r & fov o "y &9 & T&gd
AT TS 3 § Ugol 3R 31 ST I 3maTerdn gl

What Does the Latest Work Have to Offer?
ddTad FE A FAT GG HAT 4T 82

Commissioned by the Tamil Nadu State Department of Archaeology (TNSDA), the
morphological study reveals that nearly 90% of the graffiti marks found during
excavations in Tamil Nadu have parallels with those found in the Indus Valley
Civilisation.

dfAEAS & T [ided FANTT (TNSDA) SaRT AT Tg FTcHE NETTA g gt
¢ & afferers & gerg & aluer e ot afRér fResl &1 90% $56 °rdl weIdr &%
el & A @ €

K. Rajan, former professor at Pondicherry University, and R. Sivanantham, joint

director of TNSDA, who carried out the study, conclude that the Indus script or signs
must have transformed into different forms over time.

IEYA el aTel K. et S ggadt fareafeg@rera & qd 9iher &, 31k R. Ramigs, 5
TNSDA%W%&QW&W&wﬁaﬁ%%@vﬁﬁmﬁamém
fafdeT ®UT & Scor 1T giv|
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The study defines “graffiti” as recognizable scratches on ceramics, while “script”
refers to inscriptions on seals and metal objects in the IVC.

3TETTST “TfPE” T TATE & Tl I UgdTd ST Tohol aTel TN & & 7 gRATRT
T &, STt “faf” &1 g5@ arél Feaar & Hgd R Ui TEGHT T 3ifhe weT &
& # gReNa fFar = gl

Both graffiti and script were written by the same people, but they were differentiated
and documented as graffiti and script.

TR 3R AR At &1 v & olelt garT forar arr A, Afthe 37 e ik Al &
®q H T-37009T o AT T AR gEAESid faar I am

The comparative study suggests that both graffiti marks and Indus scripts are
undeciphered signs.

JelellcH® 3EqAA g FH1d &l ¢ o mfndt Reg 3R g3w Ay Qe srwarst ot
R gl

Which Project Has Preceded the Work?
FiT W WSTE 5W FE F GF §IT 2

The findings of a two-year-long project called ‘Documentation and Digitisation of
Graffiti and Tamili Inscribed Potsherds of Tamil Nadu’ formed the basis for the
monograph.

al | & Ueh Wiolee &1 AH ‘AfReg & mfndr s afdel sifra ageist a7
gxarasiieer AR Bfoedwtor or, Sas fAsest F Adms 1 3R IR R

The project, launched during 2022-23, aimed at documenting, compiling, and analyzing
graffiti-bearing potsherds and Tamili inscribed potsherds from Tamil Nadu's
archaeological sites, to compare them with the Indus script.

2022-23 % RIS Y [T AT 58 YIoiee HT 3682 MRS Jaa Fees iR affrelh
3 HEHTS T SEATdSiihd AT, Hebfold YT 3R fARATT AT o, ATl 37§59
T & o= & S Fh|

15,184 graffiti-bearing potsherds were reported from 140 sites, with 14,165 sherds
documented.

15,184 TR IFa FSHTS 140 Tyl & ROIE v a1v &[S & 14,165 HE#T3
gEasligd fhu v )

Among these, nearly 2,107 signs were morphologically categorized into 42 base signs,
544 variants, and 1,521 composites.

ST @ ST 2,107 gl &l TUcAs &9 42 7 fegl, 544 TRy, 3R 1,521
TYFA T A AN fahar aram |
60% of the 42 base signs and their variants found parallels in the Indus script.

42 Ao g 3N 30 TR F F 99091 60% o 330 fAfd F FAGAT dr$
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How Has the Question of Cultural Contact Between the IVC and South India Been
Explored by the Work?

IVC 3R gfaror s & T agfas @9 & wara 1 I 56 F A F4 i 7F §

e The monograph discusses the "possibility of cultural exchanges" between the IVC and
south India.

AaTs # IVC 3R SfEI0T R & &I "AiEpideh 3Mel-Tale $ FHIEAT W Tl $Hi
TS B

e It points out that identical graffiti marks in south India suggest some cultural contact,
but more material evidence is needed to support this.

FE FE I §U R ST Rd & GA iR Rew o wRgfas @9 1 g §
AfFT 38 gHIT e & v 31 #ifas arew 1 aegsar B

e Recent chronometric dates suggest that when the Indus Valley was in the Copper
Age, south India was in the Iron Age, indicating contemporary periods.

gleT &1 & 9o Frerrdt (Flafes) fafat o gernd € 6 59 @y aéramr gora
oY, d& AT R ot A AT, S FHHITAE Flel 1 geffar B

e There is a "possibility of cultural exchanges" either through direct or intermediate
zones.

g "HIEDidh HTElA-IGTeT hT HHIGAT 8 Hehcll §, TG I TeI&T AT AEITt &1l &
ATETHT H gl

¢ The presence of carnelian and agate beads and high-tin bronze objects, particularly
in Iron Age graves, suggests contact, as these materials would have come from the
north.

Freiforger 3R e A AT 3N 3e7 T a@ Fieg &7 Ay &0 ol Ior &
FARRT &, U6 FT TFd & § Fife T GrEel 3oX & 30 87 Toha! &
e However, to convincingly prove contact, additional cultural items are needed,

requiring future explorations, excavations, scientific investigations, and historical
linguistic analysis.

gleliieh, H9e ! faRawells &0 & e e & v faRed aegpfas @) 6
HERFRAT §, I 38 fov sfadsy & s=dwor, gers, Fonfas s, 3k Waefde amrs
faeawor fr 3maeTHar gl

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




Emai

Website :

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticl AS

How the UAPA, a draconian
law, is wrecking lives

The UAPA prohibits a judge from granting bail if; on a perusal of the police diary or the police report, the judge

is of the opinion that there are ‘reasonable grounds for believing that the accusation is ... prima facie true’

S Paper lIl: UAPA
S Paper llI: Internal Security

On January 7, Delhi police opposed the bail
pleas of activists Umar Khalid, Sharjeel
Imam and others, who are accused in the
2020 north-east Delhi riots case. These
activists have been jailed under the
Unl I Activities (Pre ion) Act
(UAPA), 1967. In this article, dated August
7. 2022, Gautam Bhatia talks about how
the UAPA brings in elements of a trial into
a bail hearing.
n March 24, a Sessions Court
in Delhi denied bail to Umar
Khalid as part of a set of cases
that have commonly come to
be known as “the Delhi riots cases”. The
case of the police was that Mr. Khalid was
one of the conspirators behind the
February 2020 violence in Delhi, which
had claimed more than 50 lives. For this,
Mr. Khalid, along with many others, was
charge-sheeted under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA), 1967,
and jailed pending trial. Mr. Khalid has
been in jail for over 500 days. The trial
has not yet begun.

Much has been written about the
serious problems with the manner in
which the Delhi Police has conducted its
investigation, and prosecution of the
Delhi riots: in particular, its selective
targeting of activists who were involved
with the protests against the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act of 2019, which was the
alleged trigger for the violence, while
refraining from prosecuting individuals
who are on record delivering incendiary
speeches. The denial of bail to Mr. Khalid
highlights an equally serious problem: the
broken nature of India’s criminal justice
system.

Bail hearing becomes trial
First, consider these facts. Mr. Khalid’s
bail application was filed in July 2021. The
order denying bail was passed eight
months later, after multiple hours-long
hearings, multiple adjournments, and
three deferrals of the order itself. It is
important to ask why an application for
bail took so many hearings and eight
months to decide: in criminal law, the
purpose of bail is to ensure that an
individual is not unjustly denied their
liberty while the trial against them is still
proceeding and their guilt has not yet
been established. As such, in normal
circumstances, courts are supposed to
consider whether an accused is a flight
risk, or is likely to tamper with evidence
or intimidate witnesses. If neither of those
dangers exist, there is no purpose in
denying an individual their freedom
before their guilt has been established in a
court. This, in other words, is the real
meaning of the hoary phrase ‘innocent
until proven guilty’.

This is where the notorious UAPA
comes in. Shorn of legalese, the UAPA
prohibits a judge from granting an
individual bail if, on a perusal of the
police diary or the police report, the
judge is of the opinion that there are
“reasonable grounds for believing that the
accusation is ... prima facie true.” The
effect of this, as the criminal legal scholar
Abhinav Sekhri has pointed out, is that
the UAPA introduces elements of the
criminal trial into the question of bail.
There are traces of this in the Indian
Penal Code as well, for bail under serious

id :

Contact Number :

non-UAPA offences. This hints at a larger
problem with the criminal justice system,
of which the UAPA is only the starkest
example. Questions of guilt or innocence
are meant to be determined at the end of
a trial, after evidence has been sifted,
witnesses ined and cross- i
and arguments completed. The question
of guilt or innocence at the stage of bail
short-circuits that essential procedure.
But that is not the only problem with
turning bail hearings into mini-trials. The
problem is also that this mini-trial — to
borrow a colourful phrase from the U.S.
Supreme Court - licenses “one side ... to

9971932488
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fight freestyle, while requiring the other
to follow the Marquis of Queensberry
Rules (i.e., the rules of professional
boxing)”. What the judge has before them
is entirely one side of the case: the police
version. In a trial, the defence would be
entitled to cross-examine the
prosecution’s witnesses, determine
inconsistencies in their testimony,
examine its own witnesses, present its
own evidence, and otherwise
demonstrate that the case against the
accused has not been made out beyond
reasonable doubt. In a bail hearing, the
defence can do none of that. The starting

point of the bail hearing is the
presumption that everything in the police
report is true. Based on that presumption,
all the two sides can then argue about is
whether according to these “facts”, the
legal ingredients of the offence are
fulfilled ~ or, in some rare cases, about
whether the facts themselves are
self-contradictory or flat-out implausible,
so that no reliance can be placed on them
even at the stage of bail. To use an
analogy, it is like holding a debate
between two sides, stopping it after one
side finishes, allowing the other side to
pose two or three questions but not say
anything more, and then deciding
whether the motion passes or falls.

Such a system might possibly be
defensible in a situation where criminal
justice was swift, efficient, and
trustworthy. If, for example, criminal
trials habitually concluded within six
months, it might just be possible to argue
that in terrorism cases, six months of
pretrial incarceration is a painful but
proportionate price to pay (in my
opinion, it is still unjustifiable, but there is
at least a case to be made). However, that
is not the case in India: a UAPA trial takes
years — often more than 10 years. In such
asituation, the court’s decision on bail,
de facto, becomes the decision on the
case: the denial of bail means that a
person is likely to spend a decade or more
behind bars, as the trial winds on. And
given the UAPA’s abysmally low
conviction rates, the trial will likely end in
acquittal.

This, thus, explains why bail hearings
take so long, and are so convoluted
(although there is still little excuse for the
eight-month-long process in Mr. Khalid's
case). Both the defence and the
prosecution know that the outcome of the
bail hearing is, for all practical effects, the
outcome of the case itself. The result of
the denial of bail is, functionally, the same
as the result of a finding of guilt: a
decade-plus in jail. But, as we have seen,
while the denial of bail is effectively a
finding of guilt, it has none of the
safeguards that the criminal law puts into
place before an actual finding of guilt. The
accused is first gagged from contesting
the police’s version and is then
condemned for not being able to disprove
the police’s case.

Rank injustice

In a notorious judgment in National
Investigation Agency v. Zahoor Ahmad
Shah Watali (2019), the Supreme Court
made a bad situation even worse by
forbidding the lower courts from
scrutinising in depth even the police case.
This leads to absurd situations like Mr.
Khalid’s bail order.

A reading of the bail order shows that
the court reproduces various allegations
against Mr. Khalid — some of them
hearsay, and therefore inadmissible
during the trial, and some extremely
implausible; dismisses the defence’s
challenges to them without any
engagement; and then denies bail.
Lawyers and legal scholars may disagree
over whether the UAPA actually requires
the courts to become stenographers for
the prosecution, even under existing legal
doctrine. The point, however, is that for
all the reasons we have discussed above,
the result is rank injustice.

Reforming the criminal justice system
is the task of many years. In the
immediate future, however, it is at least
possible to curtail the manner in which
the UAPA plays havoc with the lives of so
many individuals.

Striking down or reading down its bail
prohibitions and subjecting the police
case to stricter scrutiny during bail
hearings would be a start. It remains to be
seen whether the judiciary has the will
and the inclination to do so.

Gautam Bhatia is a Delhi-based lawyer.
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How the UAPA, a draconian law, is wrecking lives

F& gudiv, Th FOR T, Siiaed FI q61g FT @I &

The UAPA prohibits a judge from granting bail if, on a perusal of
the police diary or the police report, the judge is of the opinion
that there are ‘reasonable grounds for believing that the
accusation is ... prima facie true’

Fudie et =t # FHEd 3§ dwar 8, IR gfew s
a1 gforw RUlE F aalda F g ~aramdier i 19 § & 98 A
& v 3RT 3myR § &F IRT Y7 TS 9T

Denial of Bail to Umar Khalid
3MY gifdg F FAAT FT SHR

On March 24, a Sessions Court in Delhi denied bail to Umar Khalid in the cases
related to the Delhi riots of February 2020, which had claimed more than 50 lives.

24 AT P faeel FT T T FAMTeT =1 3AT Wifeg 1 BIad 2020 7 gU Reelt gont &
Tafd ATAG H STHATT ¢of & 3R H fdr, foraet 50 & s & fr S 718 o)
Mr. Khalid, along with others, was charged under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention)
Act (UAPA), 1967, and has been in jail for over 500 days, pending trial.

3M gIfdg, 3T dE & ary, srae afafafr () sfff@Aws (UAPA), 1967 & dgd
IR e a7 & 3R 3500 § I+ RaT @ oie 7 €, STafeh agehear nf dw q&

el §3T T

Serious Problems with Delhi Police Investigation

Rreeh qfere #1 St 3 aish FwEATd

There have been serious concerns about the way the Delhi Police has conducted its
investigation and prosecution in the Delhi riots, particularly its selective targeting of
activists involved in the Citizenship (Amendment) Act (CAA) protests.

feeel qiord ganrr el ot 1 S 3R 3fAAIeeT el & alies &1 e s fRand
38 ¢, Y &7 O ArerRear (@evesT) fRfaasw (CAA) & [T & eanfaer FRiswaniT
P TYITcHS ®F T Af8IT A DI ol |

The police refrained from prosecuting individuals who made incendiary speeches,
while targeting activists who protested against the CAA, which was alleged to be the
trigger for the violence.
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qieg o 3o7 il & s HFASTA & Te= 1 hagen &, Segie 3aew
ATyor feU, STafe HRIEHat & AT 9T, Segla CAA & @ 3y frar, 5

fEHT FT FROT AT I=AT 247

The denial of bail to Mr. Khalid highlights a more serious issue: the broken nature of
India’s criminal justice system.

3AT WIfAG ! STHTAT &I $HR Teh 3R IR Heg @l 3R FT g1 HR S IR
AT YTl T g

Bail Hearing Becomes a Trial

AT GAdTS TH HFeA H dg ATl ¢

Mr. Khalid's bail application was filed in July 2021, and the order denying bail was
passed eight months later, after multiple hearings, adjournments, and deferrals.

3AT Wiferg 1 AT 3rslt el1s 2021 H R H 75 o, 3R AT FT 317U H1S
#A a1 feram a1, e % gerarg, e 3R Refad smeergol

The purpose of bail in criminal law is to ensure that an individual is not unjustly denied
liberty while the trial is still ongoing.

3ORTY Hlefed H STHTAT T 36T Ig AR el & fob el sgiebed o1 3a7eh
HheH & CRIeT JeTeh! Faeadl F HAER I & (T AV

Normally, courts assess whether an accused is a flight risk, or if they might tamper
with evidence or intimidate witnesses. If not, bail should not be denied.

AT &Y @, eTeld Ig Hedlched HIcl ¢ b AT IR HRTA T SFRA §, AT 41
J wedl @ BFO15 I ahdl ¢ IT AR HY U F YA I ohdl ¢ | 3R VAT FS
T8l g, al STHIA gl bl ST anfgu|

The principle of being “innocent until proven guilty” means that a person should not
be deprived of their freedom before their guilt is established.

“fely ST a% Qe wifee o & &1 fAguid I8 § & el cafda & 3o iftar
aifad 8 & Ugel 3oTchl TadadT & afad g1 fohar S anfgu|

The Role of the UAPA in Bail Hearings
SHTAT GoAars A UAPA #ir sfaaT

The UAPA prohibits granting bail if the judge believes there are reasonable grounds
for believing the accusation is prima facie true, based on police reports.

UAPA I§ Uehe & T 30R =grameier & gferd Rlet & 3mur o« gg faeaw g &
IR IRAF T @ FeF &, Al STHARAT ALl &7 S Fehell |

The UAPA introduces elements of the criminal trial into bail hearings, blurring the lines
between bail and trial.

UAPA STHTS gedT$ & AT HFHEGHT & cleal bl Mffer X §, foed stameid 3R
TqweH & S T @1 YU g S 8
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The Indian Penal Code also reflects this issue, as serious non-UAPA offenses
sometimes include similar conditions for bail.

WA g3 afgar & off a8 gwear R@s & §, Fife 18R IR-UAPA 3Rt & fare
Fafr-Falty STHEET F T FAET ad g &

Questions of guilt or innocence are supposed to be decided at the end of the trial, after
all evidence has been examined, witnesses cross-examined, and arguments completed.

aar a1 fAEiar & ardt @1 Aoy gFed & a # fhar S =gy, sie @l aey
ST S gk &1, araret 1 faadid qdiemm & ger &1 3R S8 FATd g bl &l

Consequences of Turning Bail Hearings into Trials

FHAT GAdTS B FHeA H Jgoad & TROMH

Turning bail hearings into mini-trials undermines the fundamental principle of the justice
system, where guilt or innocence is determined only after proper trial proceedings.

STHTA GoldTs ! FEA-HFHEGHAT H deolel ¥ =417 GUllell & T etid @ S
foram STer &, STET Afar ar PR @ Pv Fae sfaa AEear gfhast & T @
frar SraT g1

This process also leads to delays in deciding bail, making it a prolonged, complex
process instead of a timely resolution.

Ig 9fehar SHET & Aot 7 off e 1 FRor g9t &, SOd I8 e o« Sifedr
afshar a7 ST &, S9N 3% fh 38 §HT W gd foRar S|

Supreme Court — licenses “one side ... to fight freestyle, while requiring the other to
follow the Marquis of Queensberry Rules”

FNA FE — “TF g7 A Preesa F a5 A AT T §, F9F g F ARFAw 3HE
Faaad At (3rdia, WaT qgFHaet & Fa)) F1 aee F@ F [ FEar @7

In a trial, the defence would be allowed to cross-examine prosecution witnesses, check
for inconsistencies in their testimony, examine its own witnesses, present its evidence,
and demonstrate that the case against the accused is not beyond reasonable doubt.

HFeA H, FUTG G&T &I AT & Targ! Sl -G AHel, 3eieh a1 H IFEIA3N
T ST &Y, Y ITATET T S, T Frariedr 9T e R g fe@e v gAfa
gl & fF 3R & Qs AT Heg ¥ W As! o

In a bail hearing, the defence is not allowed to do any of these things. The starting point
is the presumption that everything in the police report is true.

AT GoAdT$ H, 19 J&T 1 507 q F& 8 el b 3AfT g1 gheh| IRfA foig
75 § & gfow RaE F w9 F5 w7 A= e &
The defence can only argue about whether the legal ingredients of the offence are met

based on the police report, or in some rare cases, if the facts themselves are self-
contradictory or implausible.
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qUTd 8T shdol I cleh Y Hehcll & oh HURMY F Flefeil ded Il RAE & IR
R B § A1 $& goi HHA A, F1 d2T Tad # fadememedt ar sifeaweia 81

Such a system might possibly be defensible if criminal justice were swift, efficient, and
trustworthy

VH) SYTTYT ARSI IO ST Fhd! ¢ IR ITRIfOF A A9, g 3R ReawedTr @

If criminal trials in India were completed within six months, it could be argued that
pretrial incarceration for terrorism cases is a painful but proportionate price to pay.

3R AR H RIS JeheH BF HeMall & Aok FATT g1 S, @l Ig deh fear
TehdT AT fF ATdehale, o ATAGT H NS FRIGME Teh Gealleh alfchel 31 AT ol

However, UAPA trials take years, often over 10 years. In such cases, a bail decision
effectively becomes the decision on the case.

glefifeh, UAPA H&&H @i s dold 8, 37FER 10 |ell § 31| & AHel &, STARTT
& A0 g 9 & AHS X 0T 9 e g

Denial of bail in such cases means the individual is likely to spend a decade or more in
jail before a trial.

T AHA A STHTT $TFHR IE Ml § fob aFT A Heohed & Tgel & |rer AT
399 3f9% HET dF IFd H T IS ol gl

This explains why bail hearings take so long and are convoluted

TF qarar § 5 FAET gaars saet ad 74 sk e w=at o @

Both defence and prosecution know that the outcome of the bail hearing is
effectively the outcome of the case.

T9TT 987 3R AT T&T el ST 8 START Gorars w1 aRome v w7 @
ATHS T IROMHA T g

The result of denying bail is functionally the same as a finding of guilt — a decade-plus
in jail.
SHET HT ShR aAWar s hae & TAT g1dT § — &7 9T ¥ AH¥F I 7

However, the denial of bail lacks the safeguards present in a full trial before a guilty
verdict.

glellTeh, STATIA T SR FI&TcHF 3UTAT HT oAl § St Toh andt ok & ggal @
HqFcH 7 g £

The accused is denied the right to contest the police version and is condemned for not
disproving it.

IR T IR & TEHIOT F AFEE F T JOFR 81 & Jer & 3R 39 39
AT AT T I & foIw T Sgrm S §

Rank injustice
TR =T
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In the National Investigation Agency v. Zahoor Ahmad Shah Watali (2019) case, the
Supreme Court worsened the situation by forbidding lower courts from scrutinizing
the police case.

USET IHAY0T TSHH! S FATEY 3HeAE ATE Ferell (2019) A &, TWiA FIE - FFufa
& AR TT A AT S 38 fAwelt srererdl 1 g & AHe H s § S
e T UF f=m|

This results in absurd situations like Mr. Khalid’s bail order, where the court dismisses
the defence's challenges without engagement.

Ig IfaaFqet fPufaat scoeet #ar & 98 T 371 @ifag &1 AT 3eer, Siet 3rered
AT F IR F A o Aaew FAeR &<

Reforming the criminal justice system is a long-term task

IRY A YoIrell F FUR TF dreFifas 7 8

Reforming the system is a task of many years. In the short term, curtailing the
UAPA'’s impact on individuals' lives is possible.

YO A GUR F§ TNt FT FE | dlchlicleh §9 H, UAPA & THTE T il &

S W FH HAT 9T &

Striking down or reading down the UAPA’s bail prohibitions and subjecting the
police case to stricter scrutiny during bail hearings would be a good start.

UAPA & SraTera sfaeael &1 Teg a1 &7 a3& TeaT 3N STHTT goldrs & aRie gfes
HATHS &1 37TF FHOAr § ST Ueh 36T IR glem|

It remains to be seen whether the judiciary has the will and inclination to make these
changes.

Ig W1 STl arhr @ T e saraifae 7 5o aRadel B e frseer iR gEE B
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AS ISRO chief, V. Narayanan will
have to hit the ground running

The space agency has lined up major projects such as Gaganyaan human spaceflight, Chandrayaan-4 and Bharatiya

Antariksha Station; days after he takes over on January 14, the space agency will launch GSLV Mk-II/IRNSS-1 K mission

|GS Paper IlI: S&T

Tiki Rajwi
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

. Narayanan, rocket
V and spacecraft pro-

pulsion expert, will
take over as the Chairman
of the Indian Space Re-
search Organisation (ISRO)
on January 14, with the re-
tirement of the current
chief of the space agency,
S. Somanath. India’s space
sector is in a reform mode,
and the space agency has
lined up major projects
such as the Gaganyaan hu-
man spaceflight, the Chan-
drayaan-4 mission and the
development of the coun-
try’s own space station.

Speaking to The Hindu
on Wednesday, Dr. Naraya-
nan, who has been head-
ing the ISRO’s Liquid Pro-
pulsion Systems Centre
(LPSC) since January 2018,
described his upcoming as-
signment as a “great res-
ponsibility” and a “great
opportunity to follow in
the footsteps of stalwarts
who led the ISRO over the
decades”.

Given the ISRO’s busy
calendar for 2025, Dr. Na-
rayanan is aware that he
has little or no time to get
going. “Towards January-
end, we have the GSLV Mk-
II/IRNSS-1 K mission. We al-
so have lined up the first of
the uncrewed flights of the
Gaganyaan programme,
the G-1 mission, as well as a
commercial launch using
the LVM3 launch vehicle,”
he said. “These apart,
there are several experi-
ments related to the Gaga-

P

On an upward trajectory: V. Narayanan with a model of the
Chandrayaan-3 moon lander. M PERIASAMY

nyaan programme. So you
see, we have our hands
full”

High-profile pro-
grammes on the ISRO’s to-
do list include the Chan-
drayaan-4 moon mission,
the development of the
space station, Bharatiya
Antariksha Station, a se-
cond mission to Mars, and
the maiden Venus Orbiter
Mission. While all of these
may not happen during Dr.
Narayanan’s tenure, the
space agency has kicked
off preparations.

The Appointments
Committee of the Union
Cabinet has decided that
Dr. Narayanan will take ov-
er as Secretary, Depart-
ment of Space, and Chair-
man, Space Commission,
“for a period of two years”
from January 14.

Dr. Narayanan, born in-

ee

Today, all the
spacefaring nations truly
understand our abilities
and strengths. Strength
respects strength

V.NARAYANAN
ISRO Chairman designate

to a humble farming family
in Kanniyakumari district
of Tamil Nadu, brings a
wealth of experience to the
Chairman’s post, having
joined the space agency in
1984 and worked in one of
its core areas — rocket pro-
pulsion.

Dr. Narayanan said in-
creasing India’s presence
in space tops his list of
priorities. He said the
space sector reforms set in
motion a few years ago by

opening it up to private
players will play a vital role
in this area.

“If you look at societal
and strategic applications,
today we have about 53 sa-
tellites in orbit. We need
many more for communi-
cation, navigation and
earth observation purpos-
es. The ISRO on its own
cannot meet this require-
ment. The reforms will
help in this area. We have
been giving opportunities
to the private sector and
the start-up ecosystem,” he
said.

Dr. Narayanan drew at-
tention to India’s plans to
expand its share in the glo-
bal economy from 2% to
10%. “So far, we have not
concentrated much on the
space economy aspect. We
need to have our due
share, though. We are tar-
geting 10%,” he said.

He reiterated the impor-
tance that the ISRO places
on collaboration with oth-
er space agencies. “In our
development stage as a
space agency, indeed there
was support. Today, all the
spacefaring nations truly
understand our abilities
and strengths. Strength
respects strength,” he said.

Village upbringing

Dr. Narayanan was born to
C. Vanniyaperumal, a
farmer, and S. Thangam-
mal, a homemaker, at Me-
lakattuvilai, a village in
Kanniyakumari district. He
has three brothers and two
sisters. Young Narayanan
and his siblings studied in a

Tamil-medium school near
their home. It was when he
was in Class 9 that their
home got an electricity
connection. He was a Class
10 topper in his school. Dr.
Narayanan is married to
Kavitharaj N.K. The couple
has a daughter, Divyaa,
and a son, Kalesh.

He is an alumnus of the
Indian Institute of Technol-
ogy, Kharagpur. He ob-
tained his M.Tech. in cryo-
genic engineering with a
first rank in 1989 and a
Ph.D. in aerospace engi-
neering in 2001.

As a rocket propulsion
expert, Dr. Narayanan has
done important work on
major ISRO missions and
programmes, including
cryogenic technology; the
moon (Chandrayaan 1, 2
and 3), Mars (Mangalyaan)
and Aditya-LI (to study the
sun) missions; and the up-
coming Gaganyaan pro-
gramme during a career
spanning four decades.

On joining the ISRO on
February 1, 1984, he initial-
ly worked on solid propul-
sion at the Vikram Sarab-
hai Space Centre here. In
1989, he moved to the
LPSC to work on cryogenic
propulsion. “His contribu-
tions made India one
among six countries in the
world to have the complex
and  high-performance
cryogenic propulsion sys-
tems and made it selfre-
liant in this area. He has fi-
nalised the Propulsion
Road Map of ISRO for the
next 20 years [2017-2037],”
the LPSC has noted.

As ISRO chief, V. Narayanan will have to hit the
ground running
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SE YHE & 0 A Al AR F FHA TR R/
HTH FHIAT I

The space agency has lined up major projects such as
Gaganyaan human spaceflight, Chandrayaan-4 and Bharatiya
Antariksha Station; days after he takes over on January 14, the
space agency will launch GSLV MK-II/IRNSS-1 K mission

3rafiteT Tl F AAAT AT FARET I, gAA-4 AR ARSI
iaRer Teaer St worw Aot fr ASer a9 §; 14 S
FI IR WAl & $o Al a1, IaRer woid! Shvwvedr was-
|I/3MEHRTTTHTH-1% AT Sl FLIMI

V. Narayanan to Take Over as ISRO Chairman on January 14

. AR 14 FTad Y SHA F ICT8T FT UG TN

V. Narayanan, a rocket and spacecraft propulsion expert, will take over as the
Chairman of ISRO on January 14 with the retirement of the current chief S. Somanath.

dl. AR, S Ue e 3R JraRer I yoiee v €, 14 Sad F adAe g
TH. WHATY & AT Bl W FAN & ITEYaT T U HeTeI] |

India’s space sector is in a reform mode, with major projects lined up, such as
Gaganyaan human spaceflight, Chandrayaan-4 mission, and the development of
India’s own space station.

HRA T ARG &9 FUR M A &, 9 99T IRASEA, S IRATT ATTd IHaRed
331, 9gdTe-4 AU, 3R IRA FT 39T 3iaRer T ARad = afad gl

Dr. Narayanan's Upcoming Responsibilities at ISRO

31. AR T 3 arel SFAeREr sa &

Dr. Narayanan, who has been heading the ISRO’s Liquid Propulsion Systems Centre
(LPSC) since January 2018, described his new role as a “great responsibility” and
“great opportunity to follow in the footsteps of ISRO stalwarts”.

ST, ARV, S STeradl 2018 ¥ 38U F ¥l YoNeal Worrel &g (LPSC) & 97T @ &,
o 3T 7S AR I “Heler THFAGHY 3R “Heler HgwT & &9 A afvia R, aifs
Jg W & fGIarell & Jgfdegl W Iol Tohl

With ISRO's busy calendar for 2025, Dr. Narayanan is aware of the urgency, with

several missions lined up, including GSLV MKII/IRNSS-1 K mission, the G-1 mission of
the Gaganyaan programme, and a commercial launch using LVM3 launch vehicle.
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2025 F U WY & =UE FAST F 1Y, 31. ARV 5T dedhlaldl & 3a9d g, foae
Fs AT FURT & S GSLV MKIVIRNSS-1 K fere, oA S1%H T G-1 e,
3R LVM3 diear 918 &7 39T aeh Tah dliulfedes died|

e There are also several experiments related to the Gaganyaan programme that will be a
priority.
AT FEAFA T GaOd s gAeT oy wraf@ear & gl

High-Profile ISRO Programmes in the Pipeline
FE A THE AN qIETATSd F

e High-profile programmes include Chandrayaan-4, the development of Bharatiya
Antariksha Station (India’s Space Station), a second mission to Mars, and the
maiden Venus Orbiter Mission.

YHE A3 & A4, ARAT IaReT Tt (ARl raRer TeereT) 1 sy, Forer
W g@ foera, 3R AR OF T ifaey e e €

e While these may not all happen during Dr. Narayanan’s tenure, preparations have
already started.

gl I e ASTATT 1. ARTIVIT & AT & S_Id gl af Fahdr, e oY JariRar
TEe & AT & TH &

Appointment and Background of Dr. Narayanan

8T, aRmvE # g sk gesfa

e The Appointments Committee of the Union Cabinet has decided that Dr. Narayanan
will take over as Secretary, Department of Space, and Chairman, Space
Commission for a period of two years starting January 14.

F #AfFsa A PgfFa adfaa a5 Po fomr § 7 St AR saRer Remr
F gfeg 31t 3rafeT 3maer & reger & ®9 F 14 Fa8  gF auf 7 3709 & o
FIIHR HHTI|

e Dr. Narayanan was born into a humble farming family in Kanniyakumari district,
Tamil Nadu. He joined ISRO in 1984 and worked in one of its core areas — rocket
propulsion.

ST, ANGU & SoH affieey & Ffeaarpa) o & s W fraer aRar d g3
qT| 3egiel 1984 H O SiigeT AT 3N 38F U Agcaqul &1F — e YOGl A FHIA
TR

Dr. Narayanan’s Academic and Professional Journey

31, AR F1 s 3t I9ET g

e Dr. Narayanan completed his M.Tech in cryogenic engineering with first rank in 1989
and a Ph.D. in aerospace engineering in 2001.
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3T. ARTIURT o 1989 & FrSAF seffaafer & ggely & & M.Tech 3iv 2001 &
TR FolfaaRer 7 Ph.D. &7 33t grea

e He has contributed to major ISRO missions, including cryogenic technology,
Chandrayaan missions, Mangalyaan, and Aditya-L1 (to study the sun).

3eeiel SHE S fAYE! & Aerere o, S e fad dieaifdy, aeare e,
HereraTe, 3R AReT-L1 (WF #1 3reaga a0 & faw)|

Significant Contributions and Career Milestones

AgeaqUl Aerer AR FRAI & A TR

o Dr. Narayanan worked on solid propulsion at the Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre and
later moved to LPSC in 1989 to work on cryogenic propulsion.

3T, ARTIUT o RAFd ARIE W e H Fifas goied R ST fFar 33 a7 1989
#H LPSC # #rasifa® qoiiged I &1 el & TolT TAHATIRA gl 37|

e He played a key role in making India one of the six countries with high-performance
cryogenic propulsion systems, making the country self-reliant in this area.

3eglel R 1 gfAdm & g o H q U T, [Seish o1q 3o e ard

FSAF yonea gyonforar g, 31k &2 &t 57 87 F AR e
e He finalized the Propulsion Road Map of ISRO for the period 2017-2037.
361 ISRO & WuNgsT UsHAT &1 2017-2037 & farw 3ifasr v feam|

India ready to support Maldives in enhancing
its defence preparedness, says Rajnath Singh

GS Paper II:
India-Maldives
NEW DELHI

India has handed over de-
fence equipment and
stores to the Maldives on
the request of the Maldi-
vian government, the De-
fence Ministry said on
Wednesday as New Delhi
also reaffirmed its readi-
ness to support Male in
capability enhancement
for defence preparedness
as per its national priori-
ties.

This was conveyed by
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh during talks with his
visiting Maldivian counter-
part, Mohammed Ghassan
Maumoon.

“Raksha Mantri (De-
fence Minister) reaffirmed
India’s readiness to sup-
port the Maldives in capa-
bility enhancement for de-

Address
Email Id :

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and his Maldivian counterpart
Mohammed Ghassan Maumoon, in New Delhi. RV MOORTHY

fence preparedness,
including provisioning of
defence platforms & assets
to augment its capacities,
as per its national priorities
and in line with New Del-
hi’s ‘Neighborhood First’
policy and the vision of SA-
GAR (Security And Growth

for All in the Region),” the
Ministry said in a state-
ment.

Mr. Maumoon appre-
ciated India’s historical
role as the “first respon-
der” for the Maldives and
thanked New Delhi for as-
sisting Male in augmenting

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website :

patrioticias.in

the modern infrastructural
capacities and training of
defence and security per-
sonnel, the statement said.

Stating that the talks
were fruitful, Mr. Singh
said in a post on X, “Sever-
al issues pertaining to dee-
pening defence coopera-
tion were discussed which
would also help in enhanc-
ing the capability of Mal-
dives National Defence
Forces. Today’s discus-
sions will add new vigour
to India-Maldives
relations.”

During the talks, the
two Ministers comprehen-
sively reviewed various as-
pects of bilateral defence
and security cooperation,
the statement said. They
also reasserted the firm
commitment to work
closely in realising the joint
vision for India-Maldives

comprehensive economic
and maritime security
partnership. This is the
first visit by the Maldivian
Defence Minister to India
since the new government
came to power in the is-
land nation.

Sources said they dis-
cussed the Ekatha Harbour
project for the MNDF Coast
Guard, for which the foun-
dation stone was laid by
Mr. Singh and then Maldi-
vian counterpart, Mariya
Didi, during an official visit
in May 2023. The develop-
ment of the Coast Guard
Harbour and repair facility
at Sifavaru is one of the big-
gest grant-in-aid projects of
India.

Earlier, the visiting Mi-
nister laid a wreath at the
National War Memorial. He
was also accorded a tri-ser-
vice guard of honour.
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India ready to support Maldives in enhancing its
defence preparedness, says Rajnath Singh

TTATT AT o F81 fF HRT AT 1 8T dIRAT F
de ¥ Werar +a & fav U #

India Hands Over Defence Equipment to the Maldives

HRT o AT HT &N 3YHI0T |

India has handed over defence equipment and stores to the Maldives on the request
of the Maldivian government.

HRA A ATOIGId AIHR T AT U I8T 3IYHIT iR TTATT AT 1 Tl |

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh reaffirmed India’s readiness to support the Maldives in
defence preparedness and capability enhancement as per its national priorities.

T 7l ey RiE S oRa H AR FF R @ qite @, S Arerdia @ e daiat
IR &THar v & gHYT ¢ & v &, S F Aredlg & TSI grAfAean3t &
AR B

This support includes provisioning of defence platforms and assets to augment
Maldives' defence capabilities.

s gAY # T8 cewid AR wufer enfaer € arfes Aredia $ir a1 avansit s Serar
ST Tl

India-Maldives Defence Talks and Collaboration

HRA-ATACIT T&TT arar 3 Fgaer

During talks with Maldivian Defence Minister Mohammed Ghassan Maumoon,
Rajnath Singh reaffirmed India’s support to enhance Maldives' defence capabilities.

T #A ey g A A F @ FAN AgFAG TWA HIAA $ GY AT & ARIA
AT $T T&T &THATH T To= H AR FT FAdT B @ gfise fopa|

Mr. Maumoon appreciated India's historical role as the “first responder” to Maldives
and thanked India for its assistance in enhancing infrastructure and training Maldivian
defence personnel.

. A5 o aRa & e sffw 1 aueen &, 58 Aredld & fov “ggen
FATEETAT ATAT ST & 3R HRA T 3MHR TFd fhar, St AT & 6T A &
gAY @ 3R GTRAETor @ Ferar & H Heg X TET ¢

India-Maldives Defence Cooperation and Future Engagement

HRT-ATIAGT T&TT FgA9T 3R sfasy & woreaar
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e Mr. Singh mentioned that the talks were fruitful and addressed several issues aimed at
deepening defence cooperation, which will also enhance the capabilities of Maldives
National Defence Forces (MNDF).

. g 2 &gl T aTdl FhRIcA® @ 3R S Hegl W aam $Hr I8, fSHaT 3eged &t
FEANT FT IEA AT 2T, ST ATAGIT IASET T&T Fal (MNDF) T &THATAT Hr 8F

BRI
e The discussions are expected to add new vigour to India-Maldives relations.

goT T @ HRA-ATQT Faell H 7§ arhd S5 61 357G &

Comprehensive Review of Bilateral Defence Cooperation

SI-aTHT T&TT WA HT AT FHEm

o Both Defence Ministers comprehensively reviewed various aspects of bilateral
defence and security cooperation.

arett TaTT AT A El-aRET 4T AR GRAT WeAw & AT ggepat v wHar waheT A
e They reaffirmed their commitment to working closely on India-Maldives economic and
maritime security partnership.

3egiel HRA-ATEIT S 3R T Y& WG H AR e & 3791 gfcraeerar
# i & qice &

Visit of Maldivian Defence Minister to India

ATIAT & I8 7 FT ARG gRT

o This is the first visit by the Maldivian Defence Minister to India since the new
government came to power in the island nation.

I ATIEIT & T8 A 1 AR 1 9gelT GRTE, 519 T I$ TSR o g 2 & Far
Ferelr B
e The Ministers discussed the Ekatha Harbour project for MNDF Coast Guard, for which

the foundation stone was laid by Mr. Singh and Maldivian counterpart Mariya Didi in
May 2023.

ARG o7 MNDF e M8 & oI vahdr gek 9IRS )X IdT &1, Toraenr dig e’ /%
2023 7 f&. RE 3R Aedg 1 FFEecaT AT i garT @1 I ATl

India’s Grant-in-Aid Projects for Maldives

mﬁmﬁaﬁma@amﬁ

e The development of the Coast Guard Harbour and repair facility at Sifavaru is one of
the biggest grant-in-aid projects of India.

Rware & Fee M gk IR AFHT GRUTHT TP qRA B TER T IS
gRTSEst 7 & U B
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Maldivian Defence Minister’s Visit to National War Memorial

ATeEId & &M FA T TG JeF FTARF W R

Earlier, the visiting Maldivian Defence Minister laid a wreath at the National War

Memorial.

UEel, AN UX 3T AT & T&T #N o AT I FARF W ATAT 15 |

He was also accorded a tri-service guard of honour.

3o¢ dI-8dT IS HTE A= N fear arm)

‘India’s digital policies, talent getting global recognition’

The IT Minister says the country is crafting balanced policies on data protection, online fact-checking, children on social media, and Al regulations while insisting that society and law have to walk in

tandem: he says US-based tech firms operating in India must comply with our law on data transfer restrictions; now the global IT industry is also looking at us as a potential demand centre, he adds

S Paper lli: Digital
echnology

Ashwini
Vaishnaw

Varghese K. George
Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

n the past, global IT

firms saw India as a

way to save costs, but
they are now seeing the
country as a leading source
of talent and demand, Un-
ion Minister of Electronics
and Information Technolo-
gy Ashwini Vaishnaw says.
He speaks on the Digital
Personal Data Protection
Rules and Al regulation.
Excerpts:

What can we expect in
the coming hs with

tweaks. We have also
worked on the entire digi-
tal implementation frame-
work of the DPDP Act, so
that the Data Protection
Board of India’s portal is
ready, and implementation
will happen in a totally dig-
ital way.

We would like to notify it
as soon as we can, and of
course we’ll give a good
transition period to the in-
dustry to move to a new re-
gime. I think we should see
the implementation of this
Act starting somewhere in
the middle of this year.

In the event that
government
organisations are in
breach of standards in
the DPDP Rules, will
they also be liable to the
same penalties and

the Digital Personal
Data Protection (DPDP)
Rules in terms of
further consultation
and implementation?

The consultations so far
have been extensive, and
people are by and large
okay with the provisions. 1
don’t see too many amend-
ments coming in the final
notification beyond some

Of course. In this country,
we have a system where
the law stands the same for
everybody. The law is su-
preme.

How do you respond to
concerns on the Data
Protection Board of
India’s autonomy?

The law has been drafted

in a way to ensure the func-

tioning and autonomy of

the Board. What will be a
big challenge will be get-
ting the right people who
understand law, digital
technology, the financial

implications, societal im- 2

plications. We are working
on  awareness  pro-
grammes.

Why are submissions in
the Rules’ consultation
process not public, as
they are in those held by
the Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India?

You cannot compare
TRAI's consultation pro-
cess with a lawmaking con-
sultation. Lawmaking is a
sovereign act enabled by
the Constitution. Laws are
made in a very structured
manner. TRAI consulta-
tions are regulations for
the industry.

The Rules hint at data
transfer restrictions
abroad. Does this
conflict with other
countries’ laws,
especially for U.S. firms
doing business here?

The laws passed by the Par-
liament of India will be ap-

plicable to every entity,
from every geography that
is providing services here.

On Tuesday, Meta
announced that they are
moving away from
professional
fact-checkers to
community-led
fact-checking. The IT
Rules had provisions on
fact-checking bodies for
general news and news
on the government...

This whole point proves
that the stand that we had
taken was the right one,
that the owner or the gen-
erator of the information,
or the person who is well
placed to fact check in a
particular sector on a par-
ticular subject is the right
person to do so. [On legal

challenges to fact-checking
requirements:] Let the
courts decide. This is a ve-
ry logical way to proceed,
and there is no bias in this
entire thought process.

On Monday, a
subcommittee under
the IndiaAl Mission put

that we should not block.

That’s why our Principal
Scientific Adviser has ta-
ken this initiative under
the honourable Prime Mi-
nister’s guidance, to create
a holistic plan for the coun-
try, to create a good regula-
tory framework which de-
velops trust, and balances
innovation and regulation.
We will finalise the draft af-
ter getting inputs.

Do you think that
innovation and strict
rules are necessarily in
conflict?

They’re not. The reason |
say this is because some ge-
ographies have actually
put so much emphasis on
the regulation part that the

out a draft framework
for Al governance. What
is the government’s
view on tackling Al
regulation?

Al has three major dimen-
sions. First, the power that
it brings for solving our ve-
ry complex problems,
which we must harness.
Second, the potential
harms it can cause. And
third, the opportunities it
creates for our companies,
our youth and startups,

innovation potential there
has reduced; and there are
some geographies which
do not want any regula-
tion, they simply want
100% innovation.

We are actually trying to
place ourselves somewh-
ere between the two.

And I think the world is
noticing; in informal meet-
ings, people are saying that
this is the right template
which the world should fol-
low. There is an impact [of
big tech and social media)

‘India’s digital policies, talent getting global
recognition’

‘AR @1 Bfoea Afaat, afaemsit w1 e @ dRaw
gedlel’

The IT Minister says the country is crafting balanced policies on data

on institutions which have
been built over centuries,
and most societies are to-
day worried that the insti-
tutions are weakened be-
cause of the
misinformation and the
fake news.

So everywhere, society
is looking for the right ba-
lance between absolute
free speech and the right
mix of regulation.

The Rules do not
outright ban social
media for children, like
some countries are
doing, but require
authentication of
parental consent.

Here again, we have taken
a very nuanced approach
and our approach is that
these are things which
must evolve, and the socie-
ty must create a consensus
around these subjects. So-
ciety and the law have to
walk in tandem.

The Digital India Act has
been planned to replace
the Information
Technology Act, 2000.
Are we still moving in
that direction?

We have to overhaul the

protection, online fact-checking, children on social media, and Al

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website : patrioticias.in

entire digital framework.
We began with the two ho-
rizontal laws, the Telecom-
munication Act, 2023 and
the DPDP Act, 2023, which
cut across all the sectors
and have an impact on all
sectors. There will be cer-
tain verticals which are
specific to sectors, and we
are working on this whole
comprehensive  frame-
work.

Microsoft this week
announced $3 billion in
India investments, and
there were deals
announced with the IT
Ministry and private
firms. What role does
the private sector have
in our Al ambitions?

All players in the industry
have a big role to play in
our growth story. We see a
very clear trend that the
competitiveness of our ta-
lent is very well accepted,
and so is the certainty of
our policies. So now the
global IT industry, which
was earlier looking at India
mostly from a cost and ta-
lent arbitrage perspective,
is also looking at India as a
potential demand centre.
(Full interview on
newsth.live/vaishnaw)
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regulations while insisting that society and law have to walk in
tandem; he says U.S.-based tech « rms operating in India must
comply with our law on data transfer restrictions; now the global IT
industry is also looking at us as a potential demand centre, he adds

IER #7A A FgT F U 3T TIETT, ATAATST T2I-, Aered Afar @w
gedi 3 wand RfewEs W dgfaa A fR w @ § et awe
3R FeT FY TH TT TAAT G, 3o6lal FeT & 0T H FA FL& arelt
ARSI diefdr vt Ft 3er grww gfaet | gAR FEET #
UTel HTAT TIRT; 3wl FeT % 39 ARaw Irsd 3T st g wonfaa
AW &% F T F 3@ W@ ¢

India’s Digital Personal Data Protection Rules and Al Regulation

0Rd & RB3foed cafFaana ser wreavr Aye ik vang. e

¢ Ashwini Vaishnaw, the Union Minister of Electronics and Information Technology,
explains that global IT firms once saw India as a way to save costs but now view it as a
leading source of talent and demand.

HREA dvura, HA gaweifaa 3 guar s #3h, o § 5 dRaw IS
FUAAT Jgot AR T 19T T & e & & & ¢@dr oY, afheT 319 3@ ufqem ik
AT T Ueh GHE I A=A &

Digital Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Rules Implementation

fEfoea safFdera 3er wwaor (DPDP) At #1 fhaeagsT

e Consultations for the DPDP Rules have been extensive, and most people are in
agreement with the provisions. Ashwini Vaishnaw expects only minor tweaks in the
final notification.

DPDP faa#T & forw qamet camaes §9 & fohw arv g, 3R 31f¥erer |t 300 graum= &
eAd ¢ HRRaett dvorg 1 3ifcie TG F hao o BIC WM T 37T ¢

e The Data Protection Board of India’s portal is ready for digital implementation, and
the DPDP Act will be implemented in a fully digital way.

3T WIETUT 91F 3HTH 33 &1 N RBiFed Faeags & v IR §, 3k DPDP
s o @t e @ Bfoea a@iF @ oy fHar sreem

e The DPDP Act is expected to be implemented around the middle of this year, with a
transition period for the industry.

DPDP sifafaas &1 58 a¥ & AL & 3M9-91F o] a1 ST $r 341G &, 3R 3erer
F 3% [T HHAUT Tl AT ST
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Penalties for Breaching DPDP Rules
DPDP &Y #T 3eaad X T &8

¢ Government organizations will be liable to the same penalties and consequences as
any other entity if they breach DPDP Rules.

WHPR FarsaAt o 8ft Ifg I DPDP fAu#T &1 oot aXd § af 3w¢ agr ¢s 3R
RO et gl St fohdlY 3t Eeur 1 ghi|

e Ashwini Vaishnaw emphasized that the law is supreme and applies equally to
everyone in the country.

3Rl dwora a7 I SR Gar 6 (e wafear § 3N I5 S # Wl W |AT &9 @
o] &I &l

Autonomy of the Data Protection Board of India

3T WIETOT 9)1F 3HTH sfaar Y EEEwar

e The law ensures the autonomy of the Data Protection Board of India. The challenge
is to get the right people who understand law, digital technology, and societal
implications.

FTeleT 3T FIGIOT S IHTE FRBAT A FaRwar GARYT Har g1 el I8 & o @
e et e St e, Bfoea wiggifd, 3k s gamal w @esa gl
e Awareness programmes are being worked on to address these challenges.

5o FaAlfaal T Hfd olel & U SIERahaT FRHA W HA fHar 5T @r &

Consultation Process for DPDP Rules

DPDP fagat & forw qmael ufsham

e Submissions in the DPDP Rules consultation are not public because lawmaking
consultations are different from industry regulations like those conducted by TRAI.

~DPDP faeat & fov WA # v 1w yedre ardsifaie 1€t v sid €, Fifh Hef
fAATOT TS TRAI garT fhw arw 3eer fAadsT & 37erer g1 gl

e Lawmaking is a sovereign act enabled by the Constitution, while TRAI consultations
are for industry regulations.

FTeleT qATel Ueh W Fed & ol WIAUTT GIRT FETH BIcT &, STafeh TRAI A 3T
AT & fov @ &)

Data Transfer Restrictions Abroad in DPDP Rules

DPDP fagat & fadet & o1 Tym=aer gfaser

+ India’s laws will apply to every entity, regardless of location, providing services in the
country, including U.S. firms doing business in India.
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HRA F Fefet Tl FEATIHT 9 of1E] gier, urg o fodll off Tuer & &f, S IRa & darw
Yl oY I§ o, Toletsl I.uw. Fafaar o anfAer gl

Fact-Checking Provisions and Meta’s Announcement

TLT-AfFT graurer 3 Aer i wwor

Meta announced shifting from professional fact-checkers to community-led fact-
checking. The IT Rules had provisions on fact-checking for general and government-
related news.

AT o SAEATAS TeT-fAuRorwdtat & Fae-aRa aeg-fauRor 1 3R T@ S @
aivor $1| JES [AIAT F Ay 3R WER EERT & for gzg-afee & gaena
|

Ashwini Vaishnaw supported the idea that those who are well placed to fact-check a
specific issue in a particular sector are the right ones for the job.

IR dsorg & 37 TR &1 AT Far &F s oer Yy fAftse &y 7
fafdrse Heg &1 qeg-fAuRor & fov @@ seE W, 3 36 fov | =fFa &

Al Governance and Regulation in India

oRd #H T.TE. a3 s

Al has three major dimensions: its power to solve complex problems, its potential harms,
and the opportunities it creates for Indian companies, youth, and startups.

T3S, & el GHE I g Sfee AT dl gol Hlel I Hh AT, b
"afad @R, 3R 75 St oRed Fufaat, gand, i Fedsrw & v aw seue
FLT B

India’s Principal Scientific Adviser is leading an initiative to create a holistic plan for
Al regulation under the guidance of the Prime Minister.

AR & Y@ dAAF FAGHR TUAHAT H ARG 7 0.3, e & for &
AT AT Sollel T Ggel X K ¢

A regulatory framework for Al will be developed to balance innovation and
regulation.

T.3ms. ¥ v e Faws o Ref@a fFar smeen arfes derr 3R faaa & S
Hlolel ST @1 ST &eh |

Innovation vs. Strict Rules in Al

T3S, # FaER AR FoR Al F @i wew

Innovation and strict rules are not necessarily in conflict. Some regions focus so much
on regulation that innovation suffers, while others avoid regulation entirely.
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AR 3R FR AT S e 6 quy & g1 T &7 s e fAgHT W SR
&d g o sTamar wenifad gie g, Siafeh 30 fase @ qfl @R a9 d &

India aims to balance these two aspects, and the world is noticing it as the right
template for others to follow.

HRE ST aell T3t & S Heled Tt &1 AL W @ ¢, 3R gforar 38 ged &
for ad F@T & w9 7 @ & &

Digital India Act and Overhaul of IT Framework

Bforee sftar sfafagw sk arddr e #1 gaferior

The Digital India Act is planned to replace the Information Technology Act, 2000, as
part of a comprehensive overhaul of the digital framework.

fBfoee s sftfaaes = waear sig@ifehr sfafaaer, 2000 I sgem & fow deEr
g8 95 &, o BfSee e & wwar qalAor @ e g

The government has already introduced two horizontal laws: the Telecommunication
Act, 2023 and the DPDP Act, 2023, with more sector-specific laws in development.

WHN o Ugel g ar alfdsr &efe 9er v §: qaer sffaas, 2023 3 DPDP
Ffafage, 2023, 3R 37 &F-TAAY Fefr H1 G fHar o @ Bl

Role of Private Sector in India’s Al Ambitions

HRT $ T3S, Agearpiamit 7 fAsh &7 #ir spffwr

Private sector plays a significant role in India’s growth story, as the country’s talent and
policy certainty are highly valued globally.

foslt & TR & fashre dglell # Teh FgcaqoT $fAehT fsmren g, arifen der v wfesm
AR AT A Tovear aRTs TR W 3HcIR™F TR el Bl

The global IT industry is now viewing India not just for cost and talent arbitrage but
also as a potential demand centre.

AfRas 3MSET 3TN 319 HRA FT Hadl AT 3 IFAHT FT A7 UI°T Fel & §T H
oTel, dfesh T GHITAT AT dg & &7 H @ G ¢
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SC to take up pleas challenging CEC
and EC appointment law in February

IGS Paper lI: Constitutional Bodies |

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

Chief Election Commis-
sioner Rajiv Kumar’s retire-
ment in February brought
back into focus before the
Supreme Court on Wed-
nesday the need to fast-
track a decision on the le-
gality of a new law dealing
with the appointment of
Election Commissioners
which gives the Union go-
vernment a dominant role.

Justice Surya Kant,
heading a three-judge
Bench of Justices Dipankar
Datta and K.V. Viswanath-
an, highlighted that the
test regarding the validity
of the Chief Election Com-
missioner and other Elec-
tion Commissioners (Ap-
pointment, Conditions of
Service, and Term of Of-
fice) Act, 2023 would hinge
on whether the court’s
authority to pronounce
binding decisions under
Article 141 of the Constitu-
tion could be circumvent-

The petltloners pointed to the
retirement of CEC Rajiv Kumar
to advance hearing. FILE PHOTO

ed or diluted by a law. “The
real test here is between
the court’s opinion and ex-
ercise of legislative pow-
ers,” he said.

The petitions in ques-
tion raised the pivotal legal
question whether Parlia-
ment possessed the auth-
ority to promulgate a Ga-
zette  notification  or
ordinance to nullify or
amend a Constitution
Bench judgment.

The petitioners, includ-
ing the NGO Association

for Democratic Reforms
and activist Jaya Thakur,
have said that the law was
introduced in December
2023 to dilute a Constitu-
tion Bench judgment of the
Supreme Court in the
Anoop Baranwal case on
March 2, 2023.

Validity of Section 7(1)
The petitions have primari-
ly challenged the validity
of Section 7(1) of the sta-
tute. Section 7(1) mandates
that the President will ap-
point the Chief Election
Commissioner and the
Election Commissioners
on the recommendation of
a Selection Committee of
the Prime Minister, the
Leader of Opposition in
the House of the People
and a Union Cabinet Minis-
ter to be nominated by the
Prime Minister.

The judgment had di-
rected the Chief Election
Commissioner and the
Election Commissioners to
be appointed by the Presi-

dent on the advice ten-
dered by a Selection Com-
mittee of Prime Minister,
Leader of Opposition in
the Lok Sabha/leader of
the single largest party in
Opposition and the Chief
Justice of India.

The Constitution Bench
had explained that a com-
mittee of diverse heads
was necessary to protect
the “fierce independence,
neutrality and honesty” of
the institution of the Elec-
tion Commission and to
end government monopo-
ly and “exclusive control”
over appointments to the
highest poll body.

Advocate Prashant
Bhushan, for the petition-
ers, urged the court to fix
an early date, saying the
validity of the law has to be
decided before the next
crucial appointments to
the EC. “Hear it next
week,” he suggested.

However, Justice Kant
said the case could likely
be heard on February 4.

SC to take up pleas challenging CEC and EC
appointment law in February

g 3t St gfFa Fege el & areh
iRt 9T gl FIC FEd A gAATS FI

Retirement of Chief Election Commissioner and Legal Challenge on Election
Commissioners Appointment Law

HET AT gFa H afagha AR gama smgaal f AgRFT Freer ® FeE gotd
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e Rajiv Kumar, the Chief Election Commissioner, will retire in February. This has
brought the legality of a new law regarding the appointment of Election Commissioners
into focus.

Teila FAR, AET AT HTYFd, BEd H A 81| $HA IoAla 3ngerdr &1 fagfaa
O Hefd AT Flefet HY Fear sl FA HIE & THA AT B

e The law gives the Union government a dominant role in the appointment of Election
Commissioners.

Tg Felel Ioltd A B P 7 Fg5 TER F 97{@ G A B

Supreme Court’s Test on the Validity of the Law
AT FIE FT FhT T dear 9T gdaror

e Justice Surya Kant, leading a three-judge Bench, emphasized that the test would hinge
on whether the law could circumvent or dilute the court’s authority under Article 141 of
the Constitution.

FAIHf AT FiE, AT grarehedl H fo B HETLTAT FA g, $H S1d R ol e
fo Ig detor 50 a1 W AR R TR FAT TE Pl WA & IHJeSG 141 %
ded 37aTed @ HTASRAT FF gt AT FAAR Hl 7 TaTH ¢

e The real test is the conflict between the court’s opinion and the exercise of
legislative powers.

qrEdider T{1eToT 3rgTerd &1 T 31K RAurf affaat & v S uy 2

Petitions and Legal Question on Parliament’s Authority

TRFE I FHg A MRAFET R FA Fa

e The petitions raised the question of whether Parliament had the authority to promulgate
a Gazette notification or ordinance to nullify or amend a Constitution Bench
judgment.

TRAFH A TE Farel 5[ foh A1 THe & I ASE HTAGLAT AT 1A SR Al T
IR &, oew sy dis & vy #1 g a7 gufad mar s |

e The petitions, including one from the NGO Association for Democratic Reforms and
activist Jaya Thakur, argue that the law was introduced in December 2023 to dilute the
Anoop Baranwal case judgment from March 2, 2023.

NGO raiffvee &R sAHRF ReAH 3R HrisdT ST 1 gaRT GRR AT, I6
% &t § 6 IF FofT R@aw 2023 7 AT aerarer A F B F FAAN A
& o der famar arr ar, S 2 AR 2023 T A FHIE @RT AT T A

Challenge to Section 7(1) of the New Law
AT FeA & Heeda 7(1) W Fatd

e The primary challenge is to Section 7(1) of the statute, which mandates the President
to appoint the Chief Election Commissioner and Election Commissioners based on
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recommendations from a Selection Committee.
AT Flefel & HeJeda 7(1) H HE ol & 1S , S wegufar i Folrg 3ngerdr 3R
AL Io1d Hgad &1 Fgfea & fov aae afdfa & gema o 3maia & 8

The Selection Committee includes the Prime Minister, the Leader of Opposition in
the Lok Sabha, and a Union Cabinet Minister nominated by the Prime Minister.

T+ wfafa & wererssh, Awasr § Qe & aAdn, 3R v g@rr aifda & F
Ffaae w7 anfAer £
The Anoop Baranwal case judgment had directed that the Chief Election

Commissioner and Election Commissioners should be appointed on the advice of a
committee including the Chief Justice of India.

QT aerare AT F1 vty & @der e aran ar @& gara sngedt 3R geg gaa
IPFd A [AGFd 9T & F&g ~Ader dfigd v FfATY AT Jolrg W Hr v

Purpose of the Constitution Bench Judgment

afure dis & vy &1 a8

The Constitution Bench had emphasized that a diverse committee was necessary to
protect the independence, neutrality, and honesty of the Election Commission.

wfaus fis o I8 AgcaqeT garm a1 7 ve fafayr fAfa & e aeas ¢ dfe
AT HANT HT T, A98TaT, A SATGHY & TIETT v S Fh|

The judgment aimed to end government monopoly and exclusive control over
appointments to the Election Commission.

fAoir &1 3eeeT o1 & WEHR & THFAFR 3R Fofrg 3T 7 Fgfeaar «w @y
fasor A FATTT fRAT Se|

Petitioners Urge Early Hearing

TRFHA & AR gaarg Fr rfier A

Advocate Prashant Bhushan, representing the petitioners, urged the court to set an
early date for hearing, as the validity of the law must be decided before crucial
appointments to the Election Commission.

YRITT 30T, ITTARIhci3i & Fehier, o 3HeTold & Sedl ariie e el v ardrer &,
FLifeh S Plofel T dUAT I Ageaqor AFFTAT & ggel TT FaT Frm|

He suggested that the case be heard as soon as next week.

3ol FATd AT foh 58 A I GoAdTS A FFA Bl IRV

Possible Hearing Date Set for February 4

HHTA: 4 FEH FT goAars A G a7

Justice Surya Kant indicated that the case might be heard on February 4.

et GAT Fle A Tohd T & 50 A & FAars 4 GIad HT g Hevall &

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




Website: patrioticias.in

PCS

Filmmaker and poet Pritish
Nandy passes away at 73

Poet, painter, film producer and former
parliamentarian Pritish Nandy passed away at 73
on Wednesday. Actor Anupam Kher paid tribute
in a post on X, calling Mr. Nandy a fearless artist
and a source of strength during his struggling
years. A noted magazine editor and literary
voice, Mr. Nandy established his production
banner, Pritish Nandy Communications, in the
1990s. Nandy was given the Padma Shri in 1977
for his contributions to Indian literature. He also
hosted the DD show called The Pritish Nandy
Show. He was awarded the Karmaveer Puraskar
in 2008. Nandy is survived by his wife, Rina, and
children Kushan, Ishita and Rangita.

erfefd &1 | IarAT|

Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

Filmmaker and poet Pritish
Nandy passes away at 73

frer @&Tar 3tk & ifaer
A4l T 7399 #Y g H
forerer

Poet, Painter, Film Producer, and
Former Parliamentarian Pritish
Nandy Passes Away

#f3, AR, frea fa#ATar 3k g3
giae faer &5 1 e

. Pritish Nandy, the poet, painter, film
producer, and former parliamentarian, passed
away at the age of 73 on Wednesday.

wifaer @dt, 73, Raer, fiew fFaTar ik @@
qige, 73 a¥ &1 Y H qUAR HT AL g v|
o Actor Anupam Kher paid tribute to Mr.

Nandy, calling him a fearless artist and a source
of strength during his struggling years.

IR ITIH @I A AT T Hewisier I
#FI, 3ot fAst FadR 3R 396 TuY F e

e Mr. Nandy was a noted magazine editor and literary voice in India.

A 7 9Ra A ey uRer dugs R aiikfcas smae 3

o He established his production banner, Pritish Nandy Communications, in the 1990s.
38l 1990 ¥ GF H 3UeN ScuTest st ferer #dr Fwgferdera 1 Tamger |

e Mr. Nandy was awarded the Padma Shri in 1977 for his contributions to Indian

literature.

A & Y 1977 H ARG AIfgeT H 37 IRIGT & o0 9gw st & FeArAa fomar

9T

e He also hosted the DD show called The Pritish Nandy Show.
3ogiel 18T A T Aot o Fr, Tw g ifaer & oY wa1 Frar am
e Mr. Nandy was awarded the Karmaveer Puraskar in 2008.

A A AT 2008 H FAIR EHR A dTS T
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e Heis survived by his wife, Rina, and children Kushan, Ishita, and Rangita.

d 39T Teolt T 3N sreat FereT, Rar 3R e garr shfaa &)

India balancing on twin pillars of
technology, tradition: Jaishankar

At the Youth Pravasi Bharatiya Divas, External Affairs Minister says the nation’s quest is unique because development is

based on a democratic framework; he lauded the youth, at home and abroad, for contribution to innovations in every sector

[GS Paper II: Indian Diaspora |

Satyasundar Barik
BHUBANESWAR

ndia is progressing
l within a democratic

framework, balancing
on the twin pillars of tech-
nology and tradition, said
External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar at the Youth
Pravasi Bharatiya Divas
(PBD) in Bhubaneswar on
Wednesday.

“We are today well on
the way to address long-
standing challenges to
build a modern, inclusive
and progressive society.
Our quest is unique be-
cause the largest nation in
the world is developing in
that manner in a democrat-
ic framework. The mantra
of that journey is to ad-
vance, as Prime Minister
Narendra Modi says, on the
two legs of technology and
tradition,” Mr. Jaishankar
remarked.

The youth of the coun-
try can be the defining fac-
tor in the pace of that en-
deavour and the
realisation of the goals, he
added.

Mr. Modi is scheduled to
inaugurate the PBD on
Thursday.

“ﬁ
i sy 2ad

ASI BHARATIYA DIVAS
oA Juan Wrkenr e

-
» :f;
~

N 3
y Y
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External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar, Sports Minister Mansukh Mandaviya, Odisha CM Mohan Majhi and

Minister of State for External Affairs Pabitra Margherita in Bhubaneswar on Wednesday. ANI

Stating that the thought
behind holding a Youth
PBD was to recognise the
special contribution that
young minds make, at
home and abroad, Mr.
Jaishankar said, “At a time
when so many key deve-
lopments in the world are
being shaped by this youn-
ger generation — whether
we talk of Al and EV, inno-
vation or start-ups, space
or drones, sports, chess,
cricket — there is all the
more reason to do so.”

“The very country that
was predicted to go under
ended up supplying vac-
cines and medicines to the
entire world. A different
but equally telling example
is what we see in the realm
of space, where there is a
growing competition inter-
nationally. Our Chan-
drayaan-3 landing, the Adi-
tya L1 observatory and the
proposed Gaganyaan mis-
sion are powerful inspira-
tions,” the Union Minister
said.

“In a digital era, the
scale of UPI transactions
speaks volumes, both of
our infrastructure and of
our mindsets. The new In-
dia, with 90,000 start-ups
and 100-plus unicorns, has
calling cards like Drone Di-
di, Atal Tinkering Labs,
hackathons, green hydro-
gen mission and nano-fer-
tilizers,” he said.

Guest of honour Dev
Pragad, a person of Indian
origin and chief executive
officer of Newsweek, narrat-

ed how diligent effort had
enabled a turnaround of
the American media or-
ganisation that he helms.

Odisha in focus

Odisha Chief Minister Mo-
han Charan Majhi took the
opportunity to showcase
the State’s strength in min-
eral resources, tourism
and human resources.

“While Odisha’s past is
steeped in history, its pre-
sent is defined by transfor-
mation and progress. To-
day, Odisha stands as a
leader in mining and in-
dustries such as steel and
aluminium, while also
emerging as a hub for
sports, IT and skill deve-
lopment,” Mr. Majhi said.

At a business session on
the sidelines of PBD 2025,
Mr. Jaishankar focused on
the 3Ts — Trade, Technolo-
gy, and Tourism — as criti-
cal drivers of Odisha’s
growth.

He lauded the State’s
rich natural and cultural
advantages, which posi-
tion it as a hub for global
trade, a fertile ground for
technological innovation,
and a premier tourism des-
tination.

India balancing on twin pillars of technology,
tradition: Jaishankar

R FlgAAAT 3R o & 2y Fasl 9 Aol ol
TET & SIFUE
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At the Youth Pravasi Bharatiya Divas, External Ae airs Minister says
the nation’s quest is unique because development is based on a
democratic framework; he lauded the youth, at home and abroad, for
contribution to innovations in every sector

IaT yart AR REw 9 AR #=0 F wer F qu & @ S @
FifF RFm AFaits o | 3maRe ¥ 38 & 847 § FJaErt §
Aerer & fT ger 3R fager & garat i wEer A

India's Progress within a Democratic Framework, Says S. Jaishankar

H. STIAFT o Fgl, dlehdiiad ard Jd AR 7 Jorfa

S. Jaishankar, the External Affairs Minister, stated that India is progressing within a
democratic framework, balancing on the twin pillars of technology and tradition at
the Youth Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (PBD) in Bhubaneswar on Wednesday.

. STIAFT, I AN & Fgl foh AR Apaiiad = #H WIid a1 @7 g, 5 diggifarhr
IR /A& &1 T W A ¢, Jasit & warlt AR faw (PBD) & saaeay A
FUAR H |

e India is working to address longstanding challenges and build a modern, inclusive,
and progressive society.

AR Qreepifas FAAAl #1 g7 At 3R v amyfas, gamaeh sk yarfaefa w@rer
S & T A T @ B

e The unique quest of India is that the largest nation in the world is developing in a
democratic framework.

AR 1 fafrse arar Ig & o gfaar &1 q=@ 931 qur AhdifEsd o # fAfad g

e Bl
e According to Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the mantra for this journey is to advance
on the two legs of technology and tradition.

qﬂmﬁ?ﬁﬂﬁiﬂﬁ%agau,sﬂum & #T g g 3 W& ar W w3
G|
e The youth of the country can define the pace of this endeavor and help realize its goals.

=T & gaT SH YA I AT T IRAMT T Hevol § iR 3@ wgdr v gifce &
HSG I HHA gl

e Prime Minister Modi is scheduled to inaugurate the PBD on Thursday.
THTAFAT AT IFER I PBD HT 3HTC F:lel alel &

e The aim behind holding a Youth PBD was to recognize the special contribution of
young minds, both at home and abroad.
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Fatat F var AR Raw (Youth PBD) &1 3eged Jar AN & faeiy Freter 1
gdTelall 4T, T8 O 27 & & a1 fager &

e The younger generation is shaping key global developments like Al, EVs, innovation,
start-ups, space, drones, sports, chess, and cricket.

gar3it Hr A v, $ft, FaraR, Fere-3rew, Hafe, 3, @, aaie 3R fRde o
dRger faeral & 3R & W 2

e India, a country once predicted to collapse, ended up supplying vaccines and
medicines to the entire world.

AR, o8 el aofel &1 3gAT AT, 3icdd: GO gferar &1 dFdew 3R gard i e
H warA g3

o Examples of India’s growing space power include Chandrayaan-3, the Aditya L1
observatory, and the proposed Gaganyaan mission.

AR T dedr 3aier afed & 3ceivlt #H agae-3, 3nfeed L1 derermer, 3R gearad
AT e enfaer &

e Inthe digital era, the scale of UPI transactions showcases both India’s infrastructure
and its evolving mindsets.

Bfoee gor 1, qfiamg Ae-3a 7 JAET HRA Y geprEeFaR 3N 38 acold
HAAHAT &I AT g

e India now has 90,000 start-ups and more than 100 unicorns with initiatives like Drone
Didi, Atal Tinkering Labs, hackathons, green hydrogen mission, and nano-
fertilizers.

HRA & 9IE 379 90,000 FTE-3req 3R 100 F 3fl+ gfasiet 8, oot o7 &), area
R oo, TFyiw, M g e 3R dAa-wieamead S ugasmesT enfde
gl

o Dev Pragad, the guest of honor and CEO of Newsweek, spoke about the turnaround of
the American media organization he leads.

&F WU, AT ATy 3R sggrdias & d1S3n, 7 39 ARG AT Farea & gaAfaraAmor
& I H g 9 3 Aged A &

o (Odisha’s Chief Minister Mohan Charan Majhi highlighted the state’s strength in
mineral resources, tourism, and human resources.

INTSAT & FEIAA AgeT AT AGSHl o Tod I dlehc 1 Giersr FATEAT, T, iR
AT AT H 39PR R

e Odishais a leader in mining, steel, and aluminium industries, and is emerging as a
hub for sports, IT, and skill development.

3N @otet, T8, 3R vegfAfaas seai 7 v yHw Uy & 3R A, 3sd, 3k
Flerer RAFE & foT v &g & T 7 3N W@ 6l

e At a business session, Jaishankar emphasized the 3Ts — Trade, Technology, and
Tourism — as critical drivers of Odisha’s growth.
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Teh SAUN HF H, TAAF A 33T AT gefer & o 38 — arfors, wiggifaah, 3ik
e — &I HAgcdqoT Aleleh & & H J@ifehd T

e He praised Odisha's rich natural and cultural advantages, positioning it as a hub for
global trade, a fertile ground for technological innovation, and a premier tourism
destination.

3egiel N3 & o 3N wiegfaw e f1 wugar $1, 58 dRaw samr, dig
AR 3R Teh THE 94T TIA H &I H TE&dd R

Prioritise studies on
oilseeds, rice, pulses
hybrids, says official

GS Paper lll:
riculture

PM’s Principal

NEW DELHI

Endorsing the use of hy-
brid seeds to increase crop
production and reduce im-
port dependency, Princi-
pal Secretary to the Prime
Minister P.K. Mishra said
here on Wednesday that
hybrid research has to pro-
duce products that have
higher productivity than
open-pollinated seed
varieties.

Inaugurating a three-
day national symposium
on hybrid technology for
enhanced crop productivi-
ty, Dr. Mishra gave the ex-
amples of rice, pulses and
oilseeds, and said they
need high priority in hy-
brid research.

“We need to bring hy-
brid pigeon pea to market
and scale it up. This will
help in bridging availability
gap in pulses. Similarly, in
oilseeds too, we should in-
crease productivity using
hybrids. This is a priority

Secretary says hybrid
seeds have to

be affordable to
smallholder farmers

for the country,” he said.

The senior bureaucrat
said hybrids have to be af-
fordable to smallholder
farmers. “If research can
make farmers save hybrid
seeds from one season to
another season without
losing heterosis, as they do
with open-pollinated
crops, it would be a great
scientific contribution to
increasing farmers in-
comes,” Dr. Mishra said.

He added that there was
an urgent need for adopt-
ing hybrid technologies to
ensure food and nutrition-
al security for the coun-
try’s growing population.

He said the percentage
of workforce dependent
on agriculture still stands
as high as 37%.

Prioritise studies on oilseeds,
rice, pulses hybrids, says
official

faergd, 91, el & T W
NETYT & ARFar & =
gIfew: A0SR

Endorsing Hybrid Seeds for Increased Crop
Production

FHA UG dg & fav gisfas el &1 sgar &

e P.K. Mishra, Principal Secretary to the Prime
Minister, endorsed the use of hybrid seeds to increase
crop production and reduce import dependency.

TUHA F gue gRE, f.F. P A ey d s
39T I BT U doled 3R I AT a3
F > fow gEdT e

e He emphasized that hybrid research should
produce seeds with higher productivity compared to
open-pollinated seed varieties.

3egi el o g8fas IrqaYTe o ¢ it &1 Scuree
AT TRV FSieTehl Seatashar ell-sRmror dfisr et
& Tl H &R gl

e |naugurating a three-day national symposium on hybrid technology for enhanced
crop productivity, Dr. Mishra highlighted the importance of rice, pulses, and oilseeds in
hybrid research.

GHA 3cUGHdT goa & fav gEfs dieafd w & el s wasdr
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3eEres d g, 8. fAAT o grsfos 3rqaereT & arae, gl 3R derdier 1 Fgar @
3R foham|

o He stressed the need to bring hybrid pigeon pea to the market to help bridge the
availability gap in pulses.

38 grBfes 3REY (R ) &l aToR & o &7 3MaeTehdr W AR fear arfe aret
Y IUSFSUdT H HAX H HA fhAT ST Th|

e Similarly, he advocated for increasing the productivity of oilseeds using hybrid seeds.
AT FT &, 3ogiol dAdISI T ScUTGHdT deld & [T gBfag sl & 39T 6T gehreld
Caf

e Dr. Mishra highlighted that the use of hybrids should be affordable for smallholder
farmers.

1. e o T T gsfas &1 3ughT e Faa & v aedt fead ) gar amgu|

e He emphasized that if research can make it possible for farmers to save hybrid seeds
from one season to another without losing heterosis, it would be a major scientific
contribution to increasing farmers' incomes.

3-giel Ig o er T afe Ay I8 gRARHa aX @ 6 e o Aled @ g
Atge # grgfas i 521 @ 9 AT TIe, & I8 FhaEt $ 3m gee & o
Teh HAgcaqul dATfieh ATETeT grem|

o Dr. Mishra stressed the urgent need to adopt hybrid technologies to ensure food and
nutritional security for the country's growing population.

ST, TS 7 g Y Focdt TAHEAT 6 fIU WieF 3R Yo FIAT FAREd A & fovw
gisfos dleafiferat &I 39erer &I dedrel ATaRIHAT W IR G|

e« He mentioned that the percentage of the workforce dependent on agriculture still
stands at 37%.

3egiel I o R o e Affet 1 gfcrera el s 37% &
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Homes destroyed, thousands flee as
wildfires tear through Los Angeles

Two killed, 70,000 face evacuation orders while 28,000 structures under threat; flames race towards neighbourhoods

home to California’s rich and famous; Vice-President Kamala Harris's home among those that fall under evacuation zones

[PCs

Associated Press
LOS ANGELES

ultiple massive
M wildfires tore
across the Los An-

geles area with devastating
force on Wednesday, des-
troying more than 1,000
structures and killing at
least two persons as des-
perate residents escaped
through flames, ferocious
winds and towering clouds
of smoke.

Three major blazes
were burning in the metro-
politan area, from the Pac-
ific Coast inland to Pasade-
na, home of the famed
Rose Parade. With thou-
sands of firefighters alrea-
dy attacking the flames,
the Los Angeles Fire De-

Fire fury: A home engulfed in flames during the Eaton fire in the
Altadena area of Los Angeles in California on Wednesday. Arp

partment put out a plea for
off-duty firefighters to
help, and weather condi-
tions were too windy for fi-
refighting aircraft to fly,
further hampering the
fight. Fire officials hoped

to get the flights up later
Wednesday.

In addition to the two
deaths, Los Angeles Coun-
ty Fire Chief Anthony Mar-
rone said many others
were hurt in the fires,

which threatened at least
28,000 structures.

At least 70,000 people
were ordered to evacuate,
officials said. The flames
marched toward highly
populated and affluent
neighborhoods home to
California’s rich and fa-
mous. Hollywood stars, in-
cluding Mark Hamill, Man-
dy Moore and James
Woods, were among those
forced to flee.

The home of Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris was in-
cluded in an evacuation
zone, although no one was
there, according to a
spokesperson.

California’s wildfire sea-
son typically begins in June
or July and runs through
October, according to the

Western Fire Chiefs Asso-
ciation, but January wild-
fires are not
unprecedented.

The season is beginning
earlier and ending later
due to rising temperatures
and decreased rainfall tied
to climate change, accord-
ing to recent data. Rains
that usually end fire season
are often delayed, meaning
fires can burn through the
winter months, the asso-
ciation said.

Recent dry winds have
contributed to warmer-
than-average temperatures
in Southern California,
where there’s been very lit-
tle rain so far this season.
Southern California hasn’t
seen more than 0.25 cm of
rain since early May.

Homes destroyed, thousands flee as wildfires tear
through Los Angeles

g tfored # STl IR & A # R X aAsC @Y

AT, AR AT AR T

Two killed, 70,000 face evacuation orders while 28,000 structures
under threat; flames race towards neighbourhoods home to
California’s rich and famous; Vice-PresidentKamala Harris’s home
among those that fall under evacuation zones

ar et Y &\, 70,000 eI FY X Grell FIS & IS, i 28,000
$ARG @ #; FfAmfdar & 3t ik serge ot & axf i AR o
a3 surseufy Faen N F1 W oft 37 o A afAa & S AE

&t & e §
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Massive Wildfires in Los Angeles Area

i ofoed &9 # 93 He W Sere Y 3mer

¢ Multiple massive wildfires tore across the Los Angeles area on Wednesday,
destroying more than 1,000 structures and killing at least two persons.

UAR ' A orew & A F% 93 AW 9w Sorear B T s 38, fwd 1,000 @
HAF T A g a1 3R FF T FA & AT AR 17|

e Residents were forced to escape through flames, ferocious winds, and towering
clouds of smoke.

foarfaal & 3mr & e, A gamsi AR YT F RFaver agal & T He= W AR
gl 93Tl

e Three major fires were burning in the metropolitan area, stretching from the Pacific
Coast inland to Pasadena, home of the famous Rose Parade.

Mol ToE 3T AT & F Siel W7 o, S dffhe Fee @ Ao qramsar da et
g5 i, St 9fliey e NE#1 R F

o The Los Angeles Fire Department issued a plea for off-duty firefighters to assist as
weather conditions were too windy for firefighting aircraft.

ar oo BRI Ut o 3h-58) aAnd HiAAt & HAeg i ST H FifH
ﬁﬂﬂﬁf@ﬂﬁg&%ﬁﬁﬁ%m%ﬂﬁéﬁ%a’gﬁéﬁgmﬁaﬁﬁzﬁl
o Fire officials hoped to resume flights later on Wednesday.

cHol AURRAT A Ferar 1 g1 A TA Hr 36T BT F Y& A 1 38
S|

e In addition to the two deaths, Los Angeles County Fire Chief Anthony Marrone said
that many others were injured, and the fires threatened at least 28,000 structures.

ar Hiat & 3rcimar, d e F13¢T BT A% U AR o F8T [ &5 3T g-d
g 91T, 3 WT o HF T HH 28,000 FIGATHT S TR #H 317 2T
e Atleast 70,000 people were ordered to evacuate.

FH T FH 70,000 ST HT evacuate T T LT AT =TI

e The flames advanced toward highly populated and affluent neighborhoods including
the homes of Hollywood stars like Mark Hamill, Mandy Moore, and James Woods.

3T &7 A9 "ol HEY arer 3R WG sl H 3R T W A, 5w gefigs Rar
S ATh B, #EY oy, IS g3 e wR anfAe A

e The home of Vice President Kamala Harris was also in an evacuation zone, but no one
was there at the time.

37 Tseufd FAAT eRA F & 8y U evacuation zone H T, Afhed 30 THAT @1 IS
STeT ATl

o California’s wildfire season typically starts in June or July and ends in October, but
January wildfires are not unprecedented.
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HIABITAAT T STl T 3T T HHHA FHAIS: T AT TS A YE el ¢ AR
HFCER H WA BT g, ifehe] SAAat # Sorer F AT IS AT TCAT gl g

e The season is starting earlier and ending later due to rising temperatures and
decreased rainfall linked to climate change.

e qget agAE 3R e F FA & FROT TEd YE & W@ ¥ 3R Ig 7 gAT @
T@T &, it Sreary IRads & 37 §37 &

e Rains that usually end the fire season are often delayed, allowing fires to burn through
the winter months.

St IR GTATT: 37T & ANGH F FATT a1 §, 3 FFE oK & Y &, foae
37T giEAY & AT H Y STorar war g

¢ Recent dry winds have contributed to warmer-than-average temperatures in
Southern California, with very little rain since early May.

greT T @l ganat o afaroft Ffamiferar & sttwa @ 3flF ot argemer A Dere= B g, st
#E & YEATT H AT Toh g HHA TIRT €5 ¢
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The same scientists helped formulate
an official government recommendation
in August that there is “moderate
confidence” that higher levels of fluoride
are linked to lower 1Q scores.

Now, the team led by Kyla Taylor said
the analysis found a “statistically
significant association” between fluoride
exposure and reduced IQ scores.

The review estimated that for every 1
mg/L increase in urinary fluoride,
children’s 1Q drops by 1.63 points.

Fluoride’s neurotoxicity at high doses
is well known, but the controversy lies in
the study’s suggestion that exposure
below 1.5 mg/L — currently the World
Health Organisation’s safety limit — may

Fluoride, which also occurs naturally in varying

levels, helps restore minerals lost to acid also affect children’s IQ.

breakdown in teeth. Ap However, the paper doesn’t clarify how
much lower than 1.5 mg/L could be
dangerous.

L]
Steven Levy, a member of the national
e vzew aSS e r S fluoride committee for the American
The review estimated that for

L]

l n k between every 1 mg/L increase in urinary

fluoride, children’s 1Q drops by
o d l IS 163 points
ﬂ u O rl e e Ve Dental Association, raised significant

concerns about the study’s methodology.

a n d IQ l 0 S S He pointed out that 52 of the 74 studies
reviewed were rated “low quality” by the

authors themselves but were still included
in the analysis.

Agence France Presse “Almost all of the studies have been
done in other settings where there are
IGS Paper lll: S&T [ other contaminants, other things we call

confounding factors,” he told AFP, citing

A divisive new study out on January 6 ina coal pollution in China as an example.

US medical journal could reignite debate Levy also questioned the study’s use of
over fluoride’s safety in water, linking ;i;l%le—lﬂomﬁ urine mﬁ?}i insteaéi of
. . -hour collections, which provide
glh%fl derl;!ﬁxljosure levels to lower IQ in greater accuracy, as well as the challenges
. in reliably assessing young children’s IQ.
Published in the Journal of the With so many uncertainties, Levy
American Medical Association (JAMA) argl;ectllin an edltorla]hagcomgamng thg
R e study that current policies “should not be
Pedlatn?s 1t.has sparke.d_ pushback fror’n affected by the study findings.”
some scientists who criticise the study’s That said, the journal also published an
methods, defend the mineral’s proven editorial commending the study for its
dental benefits, and warn the findings methodological rigour.
t dir tl’ Iv to tvpical wat The benefits of water fluoridation are
may !‘lO ) ectly apply to typical water well documented. Introduced in the US in
fluoridation levels. 1945, it quickly reduced cavities in

Its release comes as US President-elect  children and tooth loss in adults, earning

;o recognition from the Centers for Disease
Donald Trump prepares to take office. His Control and Prevention as one of the

health secretary nominee, Robert F. greatest public health achievements of the

Kennedy Jr., is a vocal critic of fluoridated  20th century.

water, which currently serves nearly o ‘*:_luqﬁd?;“z]h:dﬁ;]sg occurs Eifllll;:ﬁz

two-thirds of the US popu]at;on. y Iostdtl(;y;ziigd breal’{do“?n in teeth and
Researchers from the National Institute reduces acid production by cavity-causing

of Environmental Health Sciences bacteria.

reviewed 74 studies on fluoride exposure However, with fluoride toothpastes

widely available since the 1960s, some
research suggests diminishing returns.

and children’s IQ conducted in 10
countries, including India.
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Review asserts link between fluoride levels and 1Q
loss

AT # gEse & T 3R IQ g1f & offw "aer
araT T T g

Divisive New Study on Fluoride’s Safety

FARTSS HT & W RAarerdeg a8 seaaa

e A new study published on January 6 in the Journal of the American Medical
Association (JAMA) Pediatrics links higher fluoride exposure to lower 1Q in children.

6 STeTal Sl Journal of the American Medical Association (JAMA) Pediatrics &
YHITAd Ueh T EITA o doal H FARISs & 3T TAT A HA 1Q ¥ ST &

e The study has sparked criticism from some scientists who defend fluoride's dental
benefits and warn that the findings may not apply to typical water fluoridation levels.

SH YA o FO deliolehl § et Ted H g, ST Folkiss & ga Fafear amst
FAGT XA ¢ 3R Adast & § & A sy drAeT el # FaREs T O Ane)
T8l g1 "ehdl &1

e The release coincides with Donald Trump preparing to take office as President-elect.

His health secretary nominee, Robert F. Kennedy Jr., is a vocal critic of fluoridated
water, which currently serves nearly two-thirds of the US population.

g AT SNeATes €7 o ASEITA-goI1d & §T H TSN FEUT A & A Aol Wiell ¢
37 Fareey 9fA9 & 3FAqaR, W . FaAs AT, uell # FaNEs & faU g, S
oA 7 AR A Q- SaEEa H JdT YeT FT gl

e Researchers from the National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences reviewed
74 studies on fluoride exposure and children’s IQ in 10 countries, including India.

National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences & MeIhal3il & 10 Ja¥ &
FARES & 9 3R g2l & 1Q W 3meaRd 74 eqq Hr gafiew 1, fFTs s of
enfAe &

e The researchers found a “statistically significant association” between fluoride
exposure and reduced 1Q scores.

MUHATHT o FARISS & W9 3R IQ & FA & Ira v “WiRkTFT FF F Ageaqor
FEY I

e The review estimated that for every 1 mg/L increase in urinary fluoride, children’s 1Q
drops by 1.63 points.

FHIET o AT oo f §¥ 1 mo/L g & AU FF & FARES & T’ H, geai H
IQ 1.63 3% TedT gl
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o Fluoride’s neurotoxicity at high doses is well-known, but the controversy lies in the
study’s suggestion that exposure below 1.5 mg/L (the WHO safety limit) may also
affect children’s Q.

FARTSS i df¥sT fasTeFaar 354 §UF W 3 dE @ A1d ¢, dfeheT faarg 5@
IEATA A § S TE GoNa &l © 1 1.5 mg/L @ FH T Herewr GaT WA off sl &
IQ & weTfad T FehalT 2B

e The paper does not clarify how much lower than 1.5 mg/L could be dangerous.
Ig YR Jg TISE TgT ol foh 1.5 mg/L & &F fhdell W & T Bl

e Steven Levy, a member of the American Dental Association’s national fluoride
committee, raised concerns about the study’s methodology.

Steven Levy, St American Dental Association & ISET FaRISs AfATT & 6T g,
o 3egg 1 fafdr ox RKar sgea

e Levy pointed out that 52 of the 74 studies reviewed were rated “low quality” but were
still included in the analysis.

Adr A g T o 74 HEIIA A A 52 F1"FH oA HT AT 47 AT, Y 87 3¢
favewor & enfaer fohar s )

e He also questioned the use of single-point urine samples instead of 24-hour
collections, which provide greater accuracy.

37giel 24 B¢ & WAT & dony RAT-aige {FA A & 39T W Fared 35T, Hifh
g S T Yeld i g
e Levy further argued that young children’s 1Q is difficult to assess accurately.

Y & T T fhar TR IR’ deEl FTIQ WET clish & HIYT AR g

o Despite uncertainties, Levy argued that current policies should not be affected by the
study’s findings.

HARTAAIN & FTas[e, ddl F deh fhar for aAreT Afaal w580 3eaae & fAshsi
¥ ganfad e gl anfee

e The journal also published an editorial praising the study for its methodological rigor.
gi¥er & 39 37T T faftied FeRar s o te gugha o genrfara fora

e The benefits of water fluoridation are well-documented. Introduced in the US in 1945, it
quickly reduced cavities in children and tooth loss in adults, earning recognition from
the CDC as one of the greatest public health achievements of the 20th century.

Il H FARISS 3Telel & o1 3T O TolTldd ¢l IARST H 1945 F 921 fohar Imm,
S Siedl g adl # W 3N aqTH F STl FT1 JHA A fohar, 5@ CDC & 204
Wﬁmmaﬁwmwsqaﬁmﬁﬁﬁw%mﬁwwgél

e Fluoride, which also occurs naturally, helps restore minerals lost to acid breakdown in
teeth and reduces acid production by cavity-causing bacteria.

FelRISS, S FareTfash &9 @ off arm Sfrer g, gt F e ge-fe @ @ av whAsit
T qACNRT A H FAeg R & AR A YT FIA a1 IFARET SarT 3w IedresT
B FHA AT gl
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However, with fluoride toothpaste widely available since the 1960s, some research
suggests diminishing returns.

glefifeh, 1960 & &R § UTH &Y § 3T FARISS TYIE & 1Y, S MY T
Thd 39 & & sad o § A @ P
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