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Status Quo on Well near Sambhal Mosque, Directs SC/
Faer AfPSE F U FT W IUIRAfY qaw 3@ F1 A,

gH#A FIE (GS Paper-I: Society, Communalism / PCS:
Location)

. President’s Invite for ‘At Home’ to Honour Crafts from

South / Ef&IOT R & Reusar & TFATT & TseUfd HT
‘¢ g1’ [AFAT (GS Paper-I: Art & Culture)

. Abhishek Banerjee’s ‘Diamond Harbour Model’ and the

Churn within Trinamool Congress / 3R Y& §=Tsil &1
'STIHS §TeR Aisel' 3R oA FOw & fiay agaa (PCS)

Arlekar Stresses Governors' Rights in Higher Education

/| 3= TS A TSAUTAT & HTUFRT W IR FT AR
(PCS)

. Local power / TITHIT erfdd (GS Paper-II: Local Self

Governance)

. In Kerala, a squabble over shirts and seers / &Iel & A

3T w3t Fr AFT fd4TE (GS Paper-I: Religious Reform)

. SC dismisses pleas challenging law on women’s

reservation / SC & ATEETHT Y HRETOT FIefeT HT Fellcll
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&el arell ITfsh13t & WIS fFAT (GS Paper-1l: Women'’s

Reservation)
8. BRS received over 70% of all donations made to

regional parties in 2022-23: ADR / 2022-23 # &= giféar
Hr i 75 gl g TRAT F F 70% & 3®™F BRS Y
9red §31T: ADR (GS Paper-Il: Electoral Funding)

9. Vokkaligas, Lingayats against caste census / afeepTTerdl,

foremaa sifa SS9roTaT & [P (GS Paper-I: Society)
10. India has to raise number of operational satellites:

ISRO chief-designate / #Ra & IRATIT 39U Hr TE&AT
deredl grfl: $E JHE-AAHIfFT (GS Paper-Ill: S&T)

11. Odisha to be the highlight of Singapore President’s
visit / 3f3m fHMqR Isgafa v IEr w1 HET ITHIOT
<191 (GS Paper-lI: India-Singapore)

12. India’s rights have to be protected, says Sonowal
on China’s new dam / R ¥ AFRT AT FI&T gl

IR T, WieTarel o i & AT a7 I Fgl (GS Paper-lil:

Infrastructure)
13. 2024 was the first year to breach global warming

limit / 2024 9gelT a¥ 4T 519 dfRge araer HAT FY IR fFar

AT (GS Paper-lll: Environment)
14. SpaDeX satellites are at a distance of 1.5 km, says

ISRO / SHY FT FgaT ¢ & TI3FH 39ag 1.5 fFendier i
gdl 9T § (GS Paper-lil: S&T)
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15. Centre calls for comprehensive approach to
address impact of climate change on agriculture / agﬁ

R Foag IRadd & IHE F F60dT w3 & e Fg
AT TIOCHIOT 319eTTel T 3MTeareT fhaAT (GS Paper-lll:

Environment)
16. Stampede at Central Damascus Mosque Kills Four:

Health Official / &ffre®w & FHT ARSI # g A IR

Ala: Tareew 3SR (PCS)
17. Maduro Inaugurated for a Third Term, Defying

Evidence of Fraud / #Terell & |edl & STaolg AlGY A
dY FRe F O gy off (PCS)

18. Crew Makes Progress as Death Count Touches 10
in Los Angeles Wildfires / T8 Usteld & STaTer T 39T &
A arell 1 FEAT 10 g%, T=m@ # werfa (PCS)

19. Grateful for India’s humanitarian aid, say

Afghanistan’s Taliban / 3®INfaTdeT & dfeaT S Fgl,

R 1 AT TEIdT & T Il § (GS Paper-l1:

India-Afghanistan)
20. Three million Sudan children facing acute

malnutrition: UN / gt # cfier fAferger s=ar arsfiv Faiwor
FT WA FI @ o: WIFd TS (PCS)
21. Malala Yousafzai to visit native Pakistan for girls’

summit / AT JgBors asfhal F REw griea & fav
39sr Her arfereare &1 gRr w3 (PCS)
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Neeraj named best male javelin thrower by Track

and Field News / ¢& U3 o8 4o A ARST A A4S
Y oTem b @ & (PCS)

Maintain status quo
on well near Sambhal

GS Paper I: Society, Communalism

PCS: Location

Under watch: Friday prayers happen under tight security at the
Shahi Jama Masjid in Sambhal on Friday. PTI

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day directed that status
quo be maintained with
respect to a well located
near the entrance of the
Shahi Jama Masjid at Samb-
hal in Uttar Pradesh.

A Bench of Chief Justice
Sanjiv Khanna and Justice
Sanjay Kumar issued direc-
tions to private respon-
dents and local authorities
at Sambhal on an applica-
tion filed by the mosque’s

management committee.

The court directed the
respondents to file their
counter-affidavits and sta-
tus reports within two
weeks. It posted the case
on February 25.

Senior advocate Huzefa
Ahmadi, for the mosque
committee, said the well
held historical significance
and its water has been
used since time
immemorial.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 8

Status Quo on Well near Sambhal
Mosque, Directs SC

garer ARSI & U FTC W
IJUTfeYfa 90 3@ F1 A,
gl #IE

. The Supreme Court on Friday directed that status
guo be maintained with respect to a well located near the
entrance of the Shahi Jama Masjid at Sambhal in Uttar
Pradesh.

GNA FH1E o YehaR I A T & Hoel T AT SATAT
ARFSIG & T CaN & I &I FT R JUReYfY s=w
@A FT fAder &am

. A Bench of Chief Justice Sanjiv Khanna and
Justice Sanjay Kumar issued directions to private
respondents and local authorities at Sambhal on an
application filed by the mosque’s management
committee.

HET ~rarer wsfld @et 3R =S a9 FAR 6
s & Al T gauer FfAfY gar gRR 3mdes W aHd
& TuE AftRET 3R sl seemansit wr @der s
ful

. The court directed the respondents to file their
counter-affidavits and status reports within two weeks.

3ETeld o 3aETdT3it T &1 Fedlg o HIaR STarel gerhar
3R feufa e arf@e Fa &1 @[

e The case has been posted for hearing on February 25.
S AH &I 3Tl Fodrs & AT arie 25 &l g & a1 gl
e Senior Advocate Huzefa Ahmadi, appearing for the mosque committee, stated that

the well holds historical significance, and its water has been used since time
immemorial.
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President’s invite for At Home’ to honour crafts from South

|GS Paper I: Art and Culture |

Nistula Hebbar
NEW DELHI

A stiff white card embossed
with the Lion Capital of
Ashoka is the usual format
of the invitation card sent
out for the customary ‘At
Home’ reception held at
Rashtrapati Bhavan on Re-
public and Independence
Day.

This year, however, to
mark 75 years since the for-
mation of the Republic of
India, things are different.

Special invite
In a departure from con-
vention, invitees for the ‘At
Home’ will receive a spe-
cially curated box of craft-
work from the five south-
ern States — Tamil Nadu,
Kerala, Karnataka, Telan-
gana, and Andhra Pradesh
— along with the card.

The idea of this special
box, packed with symbolic
meaning, was floated by

President’s

Invitees for the ‘At Home’ at
Rashtrapati Bhavan will receive
a specially curated box of
craftwork from the five
southern States. FILE PHOTO

President Droupadi Mur-
mu herself, and executed
by Rashtrapati Bhavan,
with the support of the Na-
tional Insitute of Design
(NID), which has campuses
in Ahmedabad and Benga-
luru (where President Mur-
mu is a Visitor).

“The idea behind the ar-
tefacts in the invitation box
is the 5,000-year civilisa-

South

gfaIor IRa & Reusar & FFAT A TSCUfT FT ‘Te

&

IGE e

Artin a box

President Droupadi Murmu’s guests are set to receive a gift box
containing the best of south India’s Gl-tagged crafts. Here are
some products featured in the hamper:

of natural dyes and
themes depicting
. everyday life

7" Pochampally Ikat on a pencil

e pouch: This Telangana staple is known
\ for its distinct geometric patterns and
N bold colours

| Etikoppaka toys: . | q Kalamkari
The soft wood and s onbamboo:
lacquer toys from the | :ﬁk » These
eponymous village in — 5 B goodies will
Andhra Pradesh are arriveina
valued for the use bamboo box

decorated with Kalamkari
motifs, pen-drawn with
natural dyes

Kanchipuram silk as a pouch: The handloom
silk, world renown for its richness and
elegance, makes its way from Tamil Nadu

tional history of Bharat,
with the underlying mes-
sage of sustainability and
colour schemes that in-
voke the 75 years of the
forming of the Indian Re-
public,” Rashtrapati Bha-
wan officials told The Hin-

du. The craft products in
the invitation box are all
made in the southern
States, have GI (geographi-
cal indicator) tags, and are
drawn from the “One Dis-
trict One Product”
scheme.

According to NID Ahme-
dabad director Ashok Mon-
dal, the curation and even
the crafting was done in
the institute’s Bengaluru
campus, with craftsmen
from five States still hard at
work there.

“It is a matter of pride
for us that we were asked
to execute this, and the in-
itial discussions were held
at Rashtrapati Bhavan. Sus-
tainability, inclusion, and
the rich culture of the five
southern States are includ-
ed in the box,” he said.

Bamboo box

The craft elements will be
packed in a box made of
bamboo weave with Ka-
lamkari paintings on it
done by Nimmalakunta
artisans.

The elements of the box
include an Ikat-Pochampal-
li cover that can be used
even after the box has been
dismantled, a fridge mag-

net depicting Mysore’s
Ganjifa art, usually seen in
the famous Ganjifa playing
cards, and a handmade
pouch of Kanjeevaram silk
from Tamil Nadu.

“Etikopakka dolls from
Andhra Pradesh, a male
and female doll, are includ-
ed, along with a bookmark
made of screwpine leaves
woven by artistes from Ker-
ala,” he added.

The artisans who pro-
duced this order for Rash-
trapati Bhavan were asked
to craft their products on
the NID Bengaluru
campus.

The guest list

The special invitees at the
Rashtrapati Bhavan recep-
tion will include a contin-
gent of ‘drone didis’, wo-
men achievers,
agriculturists engaged in
natural  farming, and
achievers who are also peo-
ple with disabilities.

Invite for ‘At Home’ to Honour Crafts from

The usual invitation card for the ‘At Home’ reception held at Rashtrapati Bhavan on
Republic Day and Independence Day is a stiff white card embossed with the Lion

Capital of Ashoka.

AT Raw 3R Faaaar Raw ) yseufa saet # 3AfST g arer ‘e g TR

ARG T WRITT fAHAUT HTE HMF TAH & Tellh & T1T Th Thg $T1E &1aT 2

This year, to mark 75 years since the formation of the Republic of India, the
invitation process has been made different.

$H aY, IR IORTST & 75 W QU 8ol o a8 G faw=or uftkar &1 fafdesr semar

T gl

Special Invite: Invitees will receive a specially curated box of craftwork from the five
southern States — Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Karnataka, Telangana, and Andhra Pradesh
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— along with the invitation card.
faaw fAFEor 3T cafedat g i@l Isat — affererg, Fe, Fetesw, A,
3R 3y g — Fr gEafiew At F ATy AHAEr FT I Sreen|

The special box idea was floated by President Droupadi Murmu and executed by
Rashtrapati Bhavan, with the support of the National Institute of Design (NID).

Ig fay afew o1 faar sgafar ghadt 79 cary searfaa fhar aran AR seafar sae
CaRT IS f3Smser WEUT (NID) & TEAeT & Srifead fhar |

NID has campuses in Ahmedabad and Bengaluru, where President Murmu is a
Visitor.

NID & $9& gacTaTE A dree 7 g, ster wsgufer 79 gt &
The artefacts in the invitation box represent the 5,000-year civilisational history of

Bharat with a message of sustainability and colour schemes that invoke the 75
years of the Indian Republic.

feior afFw 3 T 978 Fom FEl AR A 5,000 W AT AT H AT §,
Sraa aeeAfafady &1 Teer 3R 1 AT nfAe §, S R IR & 75 /el Sl
gt g

The craft products in the box have Gl (Geographical Indication) tags and are part of
the One District One Product (ODOP) scheme.

mﬁ@?@mﬁwmﬁmmﬁmgm%ﬁ?wwmwm
(ODOP) AYST=T T fReam B

According to NID Ahmedabad Director Ashok Mondal, the curation and crafting
were done at the Bengaluru campus, where craftsmen from the five southern States
are still hard at work.

NID 3rgacmE & fAgerd rals Aisd & 3TaR, FA 3N Reqawill 1 Hr Foree
Faw A frar aram, STEt i SRl TAt & FHRR 3T N FH Agad w W &

He added that it is a matter of pride for the institute to be involved in this project, which
focuses on sustainability, inclusion, and the rich culture of the five southern States.

3o el 6 58 aRAee A weeafafad), wamder 3 o gf@oft vsat fr waey
FEFTT I GHE@AT ST 718 § 3R 3 HAElgH Fee Feu & fow aika &1 Rww g

Bamboo Box
919 &1 diFd

The craft elements will be packed in a box made of bamboo weave with Kalamkari
paintings on it done by Nimmalakunta artisans.

fred deat wrata & get g8 diFw A 9% fhar seen, S W wer-Awrr dfaa g,
5@ farmrarger FPRI A S B

The box includes an lkat-Pochampalli cover, which can be reused after dismantling the
box.
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3H SiFd H Th ghd-AgATe HaT A ¢, o did @l & a1 37 alenT
393197 fohaT ST FehdT B

It also contains a fridge magnet depicting Mysore’s Ganjifa art, which is traditionally
seen in Ganjifa playing cards.

SHA AYT F1 IATAGT FelT 1 G2ATel aTell Ueh ey Avate ol §, S 3mAAR o) aAfawT arer
& ual # fe@g &ar g

A handmade pouch of Kanjeevaram silk from Tamil Nadu is also included in the box.
digH # affdarg & FaIH WA J a1 T geafaidg a3e o Aride g

Etikopakka dolls from Andhra Pradesh, one male and one female, are part of the craft
elements.

MY YSU F vARIgFHT ARAT, T TV IR vh Afger i3, off Rieq a&qait
feear gl

A bookmark made of screwpine leaves woven by artisans from Kerala is included in
the box.

T & FNPRT gIRT FHAA TRrdl § AT G377 GehATeh o STordy 7 3@ I &

Crafting Location

AaTor T

The NID Bengaluru campus was used for crafting the elements of the box by artisans
from five southern states.

TAIMEN M HFIW H Iie Ao Tl & PRRT o 5o Req a&g3it I Tan
TR

The Guest List
wmifya wfafat g

The special invitees for the Rashtrapati Bhavan reception will include ‘Drone Didis’,
who are women achievers in various fields.

Iseufa saa & Racea # 3w afafat 7 Qe §ifgar o enfaer ghel, S fafdes
&t # Afgerr 3gafsr grfde X arelr g

The guest list will also feature agriculturists engaged in natural farming.

FARAT 1 g A wrpfas @t & oot FR e o anfdver gher

Achievers who are also people with disabilities will be honored at the event.

59 SHH H fchrser 3udafey gl & arer dler off geATia fu Smaar|
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Abhishek Banerjee’s ‘Diamond Harbour model’ and the churn within Trinamool Congress

NEWS ANAL made his mark on the pol-

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

Political scions often ap-
pear to be in a hurry to
prove themselves. Recent-
ly, Abhishek Banerjee,
Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee’s nephew and Tri-
namool Congress general
secretary, organised free
health camps in his Dia-
mond Harbour Lok Sabha
constituency under his ‘Se-
baashray’ initiative. The
push behind the initiative
is visible both on the
ground and on the social
media handles of the Tri-
namool Congress.

In seven days since its
launch, the Trinamool
Congress claims that one
lakh people have been pro-
vided medical services un-
der the initiative.

This is not the first time
that Mr. Banerjee, who has

itical scene by being consi-
dered the party’s de facto
number two, has launched
his own initiatives for the
parliamentary seat’s elec-
torate and promoted the
‘Diamond Harbour model’
of governance.

In January 2024, the Tri-
namool Congress leader
took up an ambitious in-
itiative of enrolling about
one lakh senior citizens in
his constituency for an old-
age pension scheme. Dur-
ing the pandemic, Mr. Ba-
nerjee claimed to have
achieved a successful mo-
del for tracking and treat-
ing COVID-19 cases in Dia-
mond Harbour.

West Bengal model

While these initiatives have
boosted his popularity and
acceptance among the
electorate, the ‘Diamond
Harbour model’ operating
within the larger ‘West
Bengal model’ has posed

o 4@%

Trinamool Congress MP Abhishek Banerjee interacting with people
at a health camp in Diamond Harbour in West Bengal. FILE PHOTO

questions for the Trina-
mool Congress and the
State government. The Op-
position parties have been
quick to point out that if
Mr. Banerjee’s model of go-
vernance is a success, then
there must be some flaws
in Mamata Banerjee’s West
Bengal government model.

The Chief Minister’s 37-
year-old nephew is a three-
time MP. In the 2024 Lok
Sabha poll, he won the Dia-
mond Harbour seat by a
margin of over 7.18 lakh
votes, one of the highest
victory margins in the
State. However, he is not
part of the West Bengal go-

vernment and thus has lit-
tle administrative expe-
rience.

Several voices within
the Trinamool Congress
have been calling for a
greater role for the party’s
heir apparent in the State
government.

The debate on the old
guard versus the young
Turks has also been the
subject of speculation
among the party’s rank
and file.

Mr. Banerjee had earlier
proposed a retirement age

in politics, but the Chief

Minister, who is also the
Trinamool Congress chair-
person, did not appear to
be in agreement.

“The final word’

On December 3, 2024, the
Trinamool chief tried to
put an end to the specula-
tion about the leadership
debate by telling party le-
gislators and Ministers in
the West Bengal Legislative

Assembly that “I am still
there. I am the final word”.
Following her remark, the
party took disciplinary ac-
tion against some leaders
who had publicly en-
dorsed a larger role for her
nephew.

Recently, a section of
party leaders, including
Ministers, insisted on boy-
cotting artists who were
critical of Ms. Banerjee and
her government during the
protests over the rape and
murder of a doctor at R.G.
Kar Medical College and
Hospital. While the Dia-
mond Harbour MP took a
more liberal approach and
said that people have the
right to protest, Ms. Baner-
jee’s loyalists said the dis-
respect to the party chair-
person “could not be taken
lightly”.

Some went to the extent
of saying that the party
general secretary was away
during the height of the
protests and “may not

have been aware” of the
kind of criticism that the
party and its chairperson
had to face.

New power centre
Trinamool Congress is not
a cadre-based party. Its
strength derives from the
charisma and leadership of
the party chairperson.
Even though Mr. Banerjee
has emerged as a new pow-
er centre in the party, the
old-timers know that they
will thrive as long as they
have the Chief Minister on
their side.

Compared to many oth-
er political parties, the Tri-
namool Congress is rela-
tively new. On January 1
this year, it turned 28 years
old. New ideas and a new
style of leadership that
threaten to upset the status
quo and challenge the par-
ty’s inertia are likely to face
opposition in any political
system, and things are no
different in the Trinamool

Abhishek Banerjee’s ‘Diamond Harbour Model’ and
the Churn within Trinamool Congress

HAYF eTslt FT1 'SAAT FTR AlsT HR oA FRH F
T e

e Abhishek Banerjee, Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee’s nephew and Trinamool

Congress general secretary, recently organized free health camps in his Diamond
Harbour Lok Sabha constituency under the ‘Sebaashray’ initiative.

Congress.

Mr. Banerjee wants a
more professional and re-
sult-oriented structure for
the party, whereas many
within the Trinamool be-
nefit from the status quo.
Therefore, the Diamond
Harbour Lok Sabha consti-
tuency has emerged as the
laboratory where the party
general secretary is testing
new ideas and initiatives
and trying to give signals
that he has what it takes to
be the next leader.

So far, the party general
secretary’s political initia-
tives, from engaging politi-
cal consultants to the State-
wide ‘Nabo Jowar’ (New
Wave) campaign, have
worked for the Trinamool.
However, it will take se-
rious efforts and much
more time for the three-
time Lok Sabha member if
he wants to overhaul the
Trinamool Congress and fit
into the large shoes of Ma-
mata Banerjee.

T orsil, FEgHN AFaT qersit F el 3R U FEAW F AR, 7 grer &
# 39 SAAS FTA ANHWHT 8T 7 'PIHA Ugel & g AFT Fareed RAfR &
AT R

e Theinitiative is promoted both on the ground and on social media platforms of the
Trinamool Congress.

I UEd STl Fa 3 Hrerer AT cATHI W Ui FEAW IR TR ST W

gl

e Inseven days since the launch, the Trinamool Congress claims that one lakh
people have been provided medical services under this initiative.

YA F W el &, JoRqe FIAW 7 qraTe % 58 9gel & T6cd T ar@ aalf
RfFcar aaw v i 7S §

Diamond Harbour Model of Governance

SIHS gl AlSd 36 Taad
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This is not the first time that Abhishek Banerjee, often seen as the party’s de facto
number two, has launched initiatives for his constituency and promoted the
‘Diamond Harbour model’ of governance.

IE Ygoll IR 1ET & o7 AfF Fesif, oo el 71 =tgaRes ¥ ¥ AT Aar £ A
319e fadtae &9 & o gge 4F T & 3N SAAT g Al G TG HT dordr
fear 2

In January 2024, he launched an ambitious initiative to enroll one lakh senior
citizens in his constituency for an old-age pension scheme.

STl 2024 H, 3ogiel 39 AT &1 H vF ar@ aRws ARSI S JEUEAr ot
ASTAT H AT Fel T AgeaThial qgel Y& H|

During the COVID-19 pandemic, he claimed success in tracking and treating
COVID-19 cases through the Diamond Harbour model.

Ff33-19 ATHAN & NI, 35l SHS e AlSA & ATETH T HITAS-19 ATHAT Hr
a1 3R gaTer H WHedr T grar R

Comparison with West Bengal Model
ufResT S9mer Hise & WY Jelell

The ‘Diamond Harbour model’ has boosted Abhishek’s popularity, but it has raised
guestions about the larger West Bengal model of governance led by Mamata
Banerjee.

SIAS P Az o HYF A AFRIar 9918, vt Tg 7AAT TSl F Aqged A

ofRgd dITer ATse I I 38T 2

Abhishek Banerjee is a three-time MP and in the 2024 Lok Sabha elections, he won
the Diamond Harbour seat with a margin of over 7.18 lakh votes, one of the highest
margins in the State.

T aorelt et IR WiwE @ Yo § 3R 2024 AFEHT AT F 3ogiel SAHS FTa
Hie 7.18 ar@ @ #fF alel & 3aw ¥ A, S ToT A §ad 98 HaWH & Th gl

Call for Greater Role in State Government

Tod TIHER H T8 AT v AT

Despite his political success, he does not hold any administrative position in the
West Bengal government and has limited administrative experience.

HIAT Toreiifaie THerl & 199G, 96 IRGH 9T EER A HE Tenafas 9g 767
WA § 3R 3o werafas sregera ot AT

There are demands within the Trinamool Congress for Abhishek Banerjee to take a
greater role in the State government.

T FEE F iR 3T Tosll 1 Tow ER A 7 qfAw e Hr AT 3s W g
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e A debate has emerged between the old guard and the young Turks within the party.
arél & iR g ATt 3R Far Aanat & e T/ qE g 7S g

¢ Abhishek Banerjee once proposed a retirement age in politics, but Mamata
Banerjee did not seem to agree with the idea.

FAF ot A v IR et F Fafaghr F 37 1 wEdrE @ o, AfeheT FAAT
Tooit 30 AOR & WegAd gt fedi|

“‘The Final Word’

e On December 3, 2024, Trinamool Congress chief Mamata Banerjee tried to put an end
to the leadership speculation by telling party legislators and Ministers in the West
Bengal Legislative Assembly that, “I am still there. | am the final word.”

3 REaX 2024 T ORI FIIH ToIE AAAT qeTail o1 TRGH FIAT AU FAT H
faerat 3R AT @ wer 6, H 39 o wer §) sifaw ot A @) foradr aréf &
AJcd I AR el TET JTCeholl T FHTCA Hlel T HITRAA |

o After this statement, the party took disciplinary action against leaders who publicly
endorsed a larger role for Abhishek Banerjee.

$H ST & §le, UEl & 367 A3l & [WATh HqAeTlcH® FRars H, Sogiel
TS § § AAYF FeFelt & (0 a9 qfFFT F1 AT T o

e A section of party leaders, including Ministers, suggested boycotting artists who
criticized Mamata Banerjee and her government during protests over the rape and
murder of a doctor at R.G. Kar Medical College and Hospital.

gﬁ;qﬁﬁmﬁ,%ﬂﬁﬁmanﬁa%ﬁ@wﬁmﬁ:mmmmﬁm
T, [Segia IR, X ARFAT Fiaer 3T JETAT H T ey & TdlcdR 3T gqT
F e QAT gedeT & SR AAGT defoif 3T ITHT TR AT AT S o)

e In contrast, Abhishek Banerjee took a more liberal approach and stated that people
have the right to protest.

WW,MW#WWWW@W%WﬁWW
FT FAFR T

e Mamata Banerjee’s loyalists argued that disrespecting the party chairperson should
not be taken lightly.

HATT SeToit & GATRI o gl o Il 3reqeT +T JYAWT gob & 5T ToAT AT ARTI

New Power Centre

"TT i d FE

e Trinamool Congress is not a cadre-based party; its strength comes from the
charisma and leadership of Mamata Banerjee.
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qUIHE I T $FsT-3MeRa It 787 §; SHH o AACT aeteit & sqfaded iR
dAqea & AT &

o Abhishek Banerjee has emerged as a new power centre, but old-timers in the party
know their survival depends on Mamata Banerjee’s leadership.

HMF qorelt ot A aw afFa Fo & &7 A 3R E, AfheT 9l & Rt Aqar =T §
3oTehT TR AAGT STslt & Aqed W IR B

e Trinamool Congress is a relatively new party, having turned 28 years old on January
1, 2024.

qUIAA FAW Ueh 398TIeha 7§ 9IEl g, ST 1 SaTadt 2024 I 28 a9 &1 g 15|

e Abhishek Banerjee wants to bring a more professional and result-oriented structure
to the party.

FfdE aerelt ardt 7 sifte AR 3k aRomeE g e T@Ea 2

e« However, many party leaders prefer the status quo, as they benefit from it.
gTcTiTeh, g UTEl AdT IARYTY FT q8E Fd § FiTh 30Y 3o oH HeIdT g

o Diamond Harbour Lok Sabha constituency has become a laboratory where
Abhishek Banerjee tests new ideas and initiatives to prove his leadership abilities.

qgell T GUETOT & § ollfeh 9=l Aqed &THAT Iidd X Teh|

e His political initiatives, such as engaging political consultants and launching the
Statewide ‘Nabo Jowar’ (New Wave) campaign, have been successful for the party
so far.

SeTeh! qretelifaeh g, S o Trelifaes Femehrl 1 f@ged e 3R &t sare (7§
aEY) AR Y& AT, 3T dh el & TIv qhel W 2

e However, to overhaul the party and take Mamata Banerjee’s place, it will require
serious efforts and much more time for Abhishek Banerjee, despite being a three-
time Lok Sabha member.

glefifeh, 9rél T geraifod Fa 3R 7T Forslt At Serg o & foT, fids orslt 1,
Fol €1 98 i IR & ATRAHT FHE &, FideT TIATET R FIHT AT AT 3MITRAT g1l
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Arlekar stresses Governors’
rights in higher education

Governor’s responsibility to oversee universities had been consistently clarified by the authorities

concerned at various instances, says the new Kerala Governor; State had slammed draft UGC rules

[PCs

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

erala  Governor
K Rajendra Vishwa-
nath Arlekar has

affirmed that Governors
hold the final authority ov-
er matters concerning
higher education in States,
a position that has been
supported by the Universi-
ty Grants Commission
(UGC) and the judiciary on
several occasions.

His remarks come amid
strong opposition from the
LDF government regarding
the UGC regulations of
2025. The controversy per-
tains particularly to the
provisions granting the
Chancellor greater powers
in the appointment of

Courtesy call: Kerala Governor Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar calls
on Narendra Modi in New Delhi on Friday. ANI

Vice-Chancellors.

Mr. Arlekar, interacting
with mediapersons in New
Delhi on Friday, empha-
sised that the Governor’s
responsibility to oversee
universities had been con-
sistently clarified by the
authorities concerned at
various instances.

“There are no two ways
about it,” he asserted,
while stressing that the
Constitution entrusts the
Governors with the duty of
managing higher educa-
tion in respective States.

He also expressed the
hope that any misunder-
standings regarding this is-

sue could be addressed
and he hoped that all par-
ties would work together
for the betterment of Kera-
la’s educational system.

The State government,
led by CM Pinarayi Vijayan,
has strongly criticised the
draft University Grants
Commission (Minimum
Qualifications for Appoint-
ment and Promotion of
Teachers and Academic
Staff in Universities and
Colleges and Measures for
Maintenance of Standards
in Higher Education) Regu-
lations, 2025, accusing the
Centre of attempting to
subvert the authority of
State governments in run-
ning universities and ma-
naging the higher educa-
tion sector as a whole.

Stresses Governors' Rights in Higher Education

3= AT A T=A9Tel & FIAFRT I ISR FT SR

e Kerala Governor Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar has asserted that Governors hold
the final authority over matters related to higher education in States.

FIT F TSI ol [ATATT AR T gl ¢ o 3o e  ga¥a AT
TsauTal &1 3ifas e ar B

e This stance has been supported by the University Grants Commission (UGC) and
judiciary on several occasions.

S @ & &S Hienl W Feafae@rera seger Jrr (UGC) 3R wamaaifast o a@de

fear gl

e The statement came amid opposition from the LDF government over the 2025 UGC
regulations, which grant greater powers to the Chancellor in appointing Vice-
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Chancellors.
g 3T LDF WIFR §aRT 2025 F UGC gt 1 e fve ot & o 3ma §,
et Fadfa Pgfea & awer #t 3t sfFr Re 7w §)

e Mr. Arlekar, while interacting with media persons in New Delhi on Friday, said that the

Governor’s role in overseeing universities has been clarified multiple times by
authorities.

Al ITART A YFAR B A% faeeh # ABIRHA & sTadha FHT gu wer &
freafigmeat i FaRE § vogae i qfAF F§ TR FOSE At TE §

e He emphasized that there is “no ambiguity” about the Governors' constitutional
duty to manage higher education in their respective States.

3oglel SR A el o Tsal # 3oa e geysr i SFdell & o Gy & F15

Feqsedr ¢t ¢
e The Governor expressed hope for resolving misunderstandings and emphasized that
all stakeholders must work together for Kerala’s education system.

TSIUTS o AATHE AT B gT T T 3FAIG STcrs AR Fgl & I & AT o F
foT @it Raurs! F Fasw w7 FEm TRl

Kerala Government’s Stand
FA GIHN HT TG

e The Kerala government, led by CM Pinarayi Vijayan, has strongly opposed the
draft UGC regulations of 2025.

FEgHA e Reas & Aqed arell e TR A 2025 F A"l UGC st &
e faer a1

e It accused the Centre of trying to reduce the State’s autonomy in managing
universities and higher education.

WHR o g W fFeafaegrert 3R 3=a Rar & goua 7 Teg A FW@Haar &7 &4
T HRIT ST
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|GS Paper II: Local Self Governance |

Local power

Local self-governments make a
difference to the lives of people

nstead of signalling its intention to hold elec-
tions to rural local bodies, the Tamil Nadu
government has appointed special officers
for these bodies in several districts of the State.
Elections were due in 9,624 village panchayats,
314 panchayat unions, and 28 district panchayats
where the term of office of the RLBs came to an
end on January 5. These government officers will
function for the next six months. In support of its
decision, the government has cited the ongoing
re-organisation of rural and urban local bodies,
which will result in a delimitation of wards of the
local bodies — a step that the government consid-
ers a prerequisite to the conduct of polls to local
bodies. It had given an undertaking to the Madras
High Court in December 2024, that no poll notifi-
cation would be issued without completing de-
limitation and putting in place a quota of seats
and offices for women, Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes. Apart from creating four more
municipal corporations by accommodating vil-
lage panchayats, the stage is set for the expansion
of the limits of municipal corporations, munici-
palities and town panchayats by taking in other
village panchayats. It has proposed the merger of
least 140 village panchayats with municipal cor-
porations. Though there is nothing final about
the reorganisation, the government is of the view
that rapid urbanisation in village panchayats ad-
joining bigger cities such as Chennai and Coimba-
tore necessitates a fresh look at the local bodies.
In Suresh Mahajan vs State of Madhya Pradesh,
the Supreme Court had held that the delimitation
or formation of ward “cannot be a legitimate
ground to be set forth by any authority much less
the State Election Commission — to not discharge
its constitutional obligation in notifying the elec-
tion programme” at an opportune time and en-
sure that an elected body was installed before the
expiry of the five-year term of the outgoing body.
It had also stipulated that in undertaking delimi-
tation, which the Court regarded as a continuous
exercise, it “ought to be commenced well-in-ad-
vance” so that the elections were notified on
time. Sections of residents in a number of village
panchayats have opposed the proposed reorgan-
isation of local bodies as they are apprehensive of
the cessation of rural development schemes such
as the MGNREGA if there is a merger with urban
local bodies. Tamil Nadu is not the only State that
has failed to hold local body polls on time. Bigger
cities such as Mumbai and Bengaluru are on the
list. It is time that the States realise the impor-
tance of the space that local bodies occupy in the
democratic structure. Despite shortcomings, lo-
cal self-governments do make a qualitative diffe-
rence to people’s lives.
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Local power

AR ATFT

Instead of signalling its intention to hold elections
to rural local bodies, the Tamil Nadu government

has appointed special officers for these bodies in
several districts of the State.

dfAeaTg WHER A JEtor Ty et § gae
AT FIA FT ST A & ToF AT & FS
et & g sl & AT Ry s’ Fgea
fFe B

o Elections were due in 9,624 village panchayats, 314 panchayat
unions, and 28 district panchayats where the term of office of the
RLBs came to an end on January 5.

9,624 ATH YA, 314 AT Hell, HRX 28 forem qumErEl A AT &
¥, STgT ATHIUT TATT AR (RLBS) ST FHIIhIel 5 STeTadl I THATCT

g =T Tl
e These government officers will function for the next six months.
Tg DN ATUSRRT 373Tel B ALl odeh B |

e In support of its decision, the government has cited the ongoing
re-organization of rural and urban local bodies, which will result in a
delimitation of wards of the local bodies.

3 AU & TFEYT A, WEHR o JroT AR el Tt et
& ol T YAdTee T garer T g, T aRumAEasy Ty
Pl & arst &1 aREHT g

e« The government considers delimitation a prerequisite to the
conduct of polls to local bodies.

WHR IRAHAT T TG Fhrl & gaarg mAfSid e & foaw

Teh 3TaqS A AlAAT g

o It had given an undertaking to the Madras High Court in
December 2024, that no poll notification would be issued without
completing delimitation and putting in place a quota of seats and
offices for women, Scheduled Castes, and Scheduled Tribes.

58 e 2024 7 A 3o9 FAMATEA H Ig GRS FA H
aae feam or fo aREHeT @ e foer 3R wfgenat, srerqfaa
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snfert, 3R g Serenfadt & fow dieh AR swraterdt 1 #ier Jey e §ar w5
eATd e SIRT oAEH v Seaf|
e Apart from creating four more municipal corporations by accommodating village

panchayats, the stage is set for the expansion of the limits of municipal corporations,
municipalities, and town panchayats by taking in other village panchayats.

ITH GAIGT B FATNTOIT i TR 3 TIRAIfAFT RTH a7 & 37oI1aT, AIRITTolehT
fTAT, FTIRIITRT3M, 3R A9R garadr &1 AN &1 [FEaR e T JIRT 1 31 W@r
g, uH 3 I JIrgar & enfRe R Swem|

e It has proposed the merger of at least 140 village panchayats with municipal
corporations.

U A T FH 140 AH YATIAT DI TIRUTTIRT AT o AT TTT el T 9Tda
fear g

e Though there is nothing final about the reorganization, the government is of the view that
rapid urbanization in village panchayats adjoining bigger cities such as Chennai and
Coimbatore necessitates a fresh look at the local bodies.
gTeifh oteiee & AR & Fo o 3w 78 §, WER F1 A § B Aerd 3R
FIYFII S I3 AT 3 AH GAFG H AT EIR0T HT GW@A T T

s W v AT Tfeawror i aISdar gl

e In Suresh Mahajan vs State of Madhya Pradesh, the Supreme Court had held that
the delimitation or formation of ward “cannot be a legitimate ground to be set forth by
any authority much less the State Election Commission — to not discharge its
constitutional obligation in notifying the election programme at an opportune time and
ensure that an elected body was installed before the expiry of the five-year term of the
outgoing body.”
A AETSAA T HET Yo T A, GHA FE A I8 Aoty feam ar b ars &
AR A7 ST "Tehdr o TTfereRtoT, IR o €1 U AT IHTANT @RI, YoATd DRI
@ AT T ABFRIT S & Flauns afica S QU e § Toa9 & v ay
IMUR 6T g1 Tehell & 3R Ig AT Fham ST =g fob e foaifaa fovera o

il & PRISTT & TATCT gl T Igol TATAT &l"

o It had also stipulated that in undertaking delimitation, which the Court regarded as a
continuous exercise, it “ought to be commenced well-in-advance” so that the elections
were notified on time.

s g off Afese fFar o1 5 9T = gog, 9 =T 3 6 SRR
UfhaT & &7 H AT AT, 38 "Igd ¥ 3T g @ Y& fohar S =wifge drfeh e
AT R AT e s aw|

e Sections of residents in a number of village panchayats have opposed the proposed
reorganization of local bodies as they are apprehensive of the cessation of rural
development schemes such as the MGNREGA if there is a merger with urban local
bodies.

%g AH GUC & AR & $o REd A TUEg @t & gedfad geretedd
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AT fhar & Fifh 308 3mer & F a8l T et & g 3o g W”
AL S areor (g AT §¢ 8 Seal

o Tamil Nadu is not the only State that has failed to hold local body polls on time. Bigger
cities such as Mumbai and Bengaluru are on the list.

dASAg & ThAT T gl ¢ [ T7T R T @ & garg s
o 7 e a5 &1 H{ad 3R I A 93 wgw sy g A £

e ltis time that the States realize the importance of the space that local bodies occupy in
the democratic structure.

Ig AT ¢ T U= T I8 GHST 91U fh T AR diediiEe @aer & S
T WA g, 39T AgcddT|

e Despite shortcomings, local self-governments do make a qualitative difference to
people’s lives.

FAAT & dracle, TUENT Ta-AAEHT el F SfiaeT F qUneHF HeR 1
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In Kerala, a squabble
over shirts and seers

A few weeks ago, Swami Sathchidananda, the religious head of Sree Narayana Dharma Sangham Trust, said that
men should be allowed to enter Hindu temples in Kerala wearing shirts. The Chief Minister has supported his
views. The seer’s remarks have sparked a debate, with some contending that the rules should be changed and
others arguing that age-old practices should be retained, reports K.S. Sudhi

IGS Paper |: Religious Reform
ugin G. Nair, a 44-year-old interior de-
signer, chants a hymn as he walks down
the granite-laid path encircling the Chut-
tambalam, or outer enclosure, of the Si-
va temple in Ernakulam. The air is cold and fra-
grant with the smell of incense.

Nair is dressed in a blue dhoti. His shirt, hung
on his right arm, gently flutters in the breeze that
wafts in from the backwaters, a network of brack-
ish lagoons and canals lying parallel to the Ara-
bian Sea in Kerala.

A few worshippers, some of them holding
flowers and other offerings, follow the chief
priest as he carries the idol, adorned with gar-
lands, around the temple in a procession. This
daily temple ritual is called Seeveli. Nair stands in
prayer as the procession ends before the sanc-
tum sanctorum. He then steps outside the temple
and puts on his shirt.

“I won't break the centuries-old practice of
entering temples without upper body clothing

even if the temple authorities permit me to
wear a shirt. It is my choice not to wear a shirt
while I submit myself before a deity,” he says.

In 2017, the Kerala government decided to
permit non-Brahmin priests to perform tem-
ple rites. Today, another campaign is ongoing in
the State. This time, it is about men’s wear in
temples.

Itbegan a few weeks ago when Swami Sathchi-
dananda, the religious head of Sree Narayana
Dharma Sangham Trust, the organisation leading
the spiritual activities of the Ezhavas, who are
classified as an Other Backward Class, said that
men should be allowed to enter Hindu temples
wearing shirts.

His remarks sparked a controversy. Some
priests and community leaders got upset, saying
temple practices should be left untouched. The
call also exposed the deep divide among the ma-
jor Hindu communities, with the general secre-
tary of the Nair Service Society criticising the sug-
gestion. However, Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
supported the call and lauded the campaign. He
said it imbibed the spirit of social reformation led
by Sree Narayana Guru, the 20th century seer
and social reformer.

Pushing for reform

Swami Sathchidananda argues that there are ma-
ny “undesirable” temple practices that continue
to exist even today. “This is one practice which
should have long been abandoned,” he says.
“Temple rituals and customs need to be re-
formed to be in tune with the changing times.
The argument in favour of removing the shirt was
that the divine radiance of temples would be di-
minished if men wore clothes on the upper part
of their body. Hundreds of devotees who reach
the hill shrine of Sabarimala and other temples
have been wearing clothes on the upper part of

ee

Twill offer
my prayers
ata temple
only when I
am allowed
to enter
wearing a
shirt.
MUKKOLI
RAVEENDRAN
Sacial activist and
afollower of Sree
Narayana Guru

their body,” he points out.

Swami Sathchidananda adds that the practice
of not wearing a shirt is also “unhygienic”. “Skin
diseases could be transmitted through contact,”
he says. “The practice of allowing people to rent
dhotis and wear them over trousers and salwar
in some temples is also abominable.”

The seer contends that the practice of bare-
chested men entering temples was introduced to
prevent people from ‘lower castes’ from entering
temples at a time when only ‘upper castes’ were
permitted to enter temples.

“Asking devotees to remove their shirts was
the easiest way of identifying who was wearing a
poonal (the sacred thread worn by Brahmins
across the body) and prevent the lower castes
from entering temples,” he argues.

The Jagannatha temple in Thalassery, in the
northern district of Kannur, has a special place in
the history of the Sree Narayana movement in
Kerala, as the idol was consecrated by Sree Na-
rayana Guru himself. Designed to resemble the
Puri Jagannatha temple in Puri, Odisha, it was
the first place where devotees from all castes
were allowed to worship.

K. Sathyan, the president of Jnanodaya Yo-
gam, the managing committee of the Jagannath
temple, had tried to implement the committee’s
decision to permit men to wear shirts inside the
temple two years ago. This attempt failed.

“The decision had to be shelved,” he recalls.
“Some were apprehensive that some sections of
society would resist this. We didn’t want the tem-
ple premises to become a battlefield. So, we de-
cided to keep the decision in abeyance.”

Sathyan says only a “mature society” can ac-
cept such social changes. He says no one pre-
vents fully clothed devotees, who are mostly
from the southern districts, from entering the Ja-
gannatha temple. “We hope that this practice

Visitors outside the premises of the Guruvayoor temple. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

In Kerala, a squabble over shirts

T H A< 3R w3t F A Rag

« Swami Sathchidananda, the religious head of Sree Narayana Dharma
Sangham Trust, stated that men should be allowed to enter Hindu temples

will gather steam following Swami Satchidanan-
da’s call,” says Sathyan, who had been heading
the temple administration panel for three years.

A mark of respect, a matter of faith

However, some historians and temple priests re-
fuse to buy the argument that the practice of men
removing shirts was started with the aim of keep-
ing non-Brahmins out of temples.

Historian Manu S. Pillai says it was a common
practice in Kerala society to take off the thorthu
(the thin long traditional bath towel that is widely
used in Kerala) from one’s shoulder and tie it
around the waist as a mark of respect to elders,
landlords, and others who were ‘superior” on the
social ladder. “It was a way of showing respect. A
younger person would never wear a melmundu
(upper garment) or thorthu in front of a family el-
der. Similarly, a peasant would never keep the
thorthu on his shoulders while standing before a
landlord,” he says.

Temple priests, Brahmins, and even kings
took off their upper clothing inside temples as a
gesture of obeisance, Pillai says. This practice
stems from the belief that god is superior to eve-
rybody. Removing upper body clothing is an act
of obeisance to the idol, he explains. “The erst-
while Kings of Travancore and Kochi never wore
anything above their waist, as can be seen from
their photographs and portraits,” he observes.

He is firm that the practice has nothing to do
with identifying Brahmins who wear the sacred
thread. “Most people belonging to the so-called
upper caste, including those employed in tem-
ples, did not wear the sacred thread. So, that can-
not be the reason for asking men to remove up-
per body clothing to enter temples,” he reasons.

N. Radhakrishnan Potti, the general secretary
of the Akhila Kerala Thanthri Mandalam, the
community organisation of Kerala Brahmin
priests, defends the practice. He says it has been
in vogue for centuries in all the major temples of
the State. “It is believed that male devortees ab-
sorb the radiance of the idol through their hearts
and women through their foreheads. It is a mat-
ter of faith for temple worshippers and cannot be
tampered with,” he says.

Potti explains how men in Kerala used to cover
their torso using an uthareeyam, a piece of thin
cloth draped over the body, which they would re-
move while paying obeisance to gurus and gods.
“Such customs may have trickled into temples ov-
er the years. It is unique to Kerala,” he says.

Potti cites Kshethracharangal, a book on tem-
ple rituals and practices written by Kanippayyur
Sankaran Namboodiripad, which lists out prac-
tices that men must avoid when they visit tem-
ples. “It mentions smearing your hair with ghee
and oil and wearing clothes on the upper part of
your body, as well as headgear,” he says.

Potti is also clear that the task of initiating re-
forms and altering practices should be left to se-
nior priests. “It is not an issue to be deliberated
by seers and politicians,” he asserts.

Changing with the times

The dress code followed in the temples of Kerala
is not uniform. Women were banned from wear-
ing salwars to the Guruvayur temple in the town
of Guruvayur; they could only wear sarees. This
was until 2013, when the authorities modified the
dress code to allow salwars too. They said that
this had been a long-pending demand, especially
from women who came to the temple from north
India, and so they finally agreed to it.

Though no dress code has been prescribed for
devotees in most of the temples governed by the
Travancore Devaswom Board, men are mandat-
ed to remove their upper body garments to enter
major temples, namely the Karikkakom temple

and seers

oe

Senior priests should initiate reforms. This
is not an issue to be deliberated by seers
and politicians.

N. RADHAKRISHNAN POTTI
General secretary, Akhila Kerala

anthri Mandalam

in Thiruvananthapuram and the Ettumanoor
temple in Kottayam.

At the Sree Padmanabha temple in Thiruva-
nanthapuram, men are mandated to wear a dhoti
and women are expected to wear a sari or the
mundu-set. Men who come to the temple in
trousers are allowed to rent a dhoti, while wo-
men in salwar are allowed to rent a saree, both to
be worn over their clothes, from the temple pre-
mises before entering the temple.

Vedanta scholar Swami Chidananda Puri has
long been campaigning for such restrictions to be
lifted. Speaking of how women's attire changed
over centuries, he says, “Women in Kerala never
wore clothes on the upper part of their body.
Then, Neriyathu (an upper garment) and Mulaka-
cha (cloth worn around the chest) became their
attire. Later, blouses were accepted.”

Through this point, Puri underscores how on-
ly those religions and practices that have changed
with time, to keep in step with societal changes,
have thrived. “The dress code of devotees needs
to be reformed. The insistence that one should
enter temples bare-chested is deterring young
men from going to temples. The Marga Darshak
Mandal (a platform of Hindu seers) held last year
at Thrissur had called for modifying the dress
code of men. Now, many temple authorities are
making changes in this direction,” he says.

Lekshmy Rajeev, author and a researcher on
temple tantra, says women had to fight for their
right to cover their breasts in Kerala, whereas
men never protested about wearing clothing. “I
believe this practice of not wearing sufficient
clothing evolved into a ritual over time,” she says.

Rajeev also says not all men may feel comforta-
ble displaying their torsos. “Men are forced to dis-
play their bodies publicly, which can make them
feel uncomfortable and uneasy.” she says.

Arayakkandi Santhosh, the Devaswom Secre-
tary of Sree Narayana Dharma Paripalana Yogam,
a social service organisation representing the Ez-
havas, says the Yogam has always stood for refor-
mative practices. “The managing committees ofa
few temples have recently resolved to abolish the
practice and update the dress code. Temple com-
mittees stick to customary practices to avoid con-
flicts. However, men are free to wear shirts at the
newly consecrated Guru temples,” he says.

The controversies surrounding the dress code
have only helped Mukkoli Raveendran, a social
activist and a follower of Sree Narayana Guru,
strengthen his resolve about temple wear. “I will
offer my prayers at a temple only when I am al-
lowed to enter wearing a shirt. It has been five
years since I prayed at a temple as a mark of prot-
est against the dress code,” says Raveendran,
who is also a member of the administrative com-
mittee of the Jagannath temple. He also scoffs as
the argument that shirts prevent the “transmis-
sion of the radiance of the idols to the devotees”.

Sajesh Kumar Manalel, the State vice president
of the youth movement of the Yogam, echoes his
sentiment. “Though I have been to the Sree
Krishna Temple at Guruvayur a few times, I
stayed outside and offered my prayers. 1 hope
that one day all the temples of the State will wel-
come men with upper clothing,” he says.

sudhi ks@thehindu.co.in
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in Kerala wearing shirts.
ATt Feafeme, M aRRor W guaw e & aifdE g A wer fF gent
B I F g AR # 4 ggaax yaer T A sqaAfa & s aiiee

e The Chief Minister supported his views, which sparked a debate about changing the
rules versus retaining age-old practices.

LA o 37 fauRt @1 FadeT fohar, foad 9@t & scora @ ot U S5
2, Safdh Fo& AT el W3 T TATT T HiT 91T T B T
e Sugin G. Nair, a 44-year-old interior designer, practices the temple ritual called Seeveli

at the Siva temple in Ernakulam, where he does not wear a shirt during prayers but
puts it on after.

gaer Sft. aRR, 44 9T SART BSeR, vaTgers & R #few & Waeh ams gon
TSN &Y §, STl a8 oT & R A A8 g aifhed Yol & a1g UgeTd ¢

e The Kerala government allowed non-Brahmin priests to perform temple rites in 2017.
AT TSR A 2017 F A-FEACT GORAT & HET Yol tel T 3eqAfy & o

e Swami Sathchidananda's remarks sparked a controversy. Some priests and community
leaders opposed the change, stating temple practices should remain as they are.

AT el & 931 &« fqare @t a3 $o oAt IR FHeT Adisit 3
Wwﬁmm,u@mgﬁ:ﬁmaﬁrmﬁaﬁm%‘hwm

Uyl
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The Chief Minister of Kerala, Pinarayi Vijayan, supported the call for change, citing the
spirit of social reformation led by Sree Narayana Guru, the 20th-century seer.

el & FEgHA, g Reraa 3 seora & fav qader fovan, st aRmor 1% garn
Adcd T T WIS GUR T 19T HT garem od gUl

Swami Sathchidananda believes that there are “undesirable” temple practices today,
and customs need to be reformed to be in line with changing times.

T Heaferie &1 AT § & 3o $o “JHaro-a” #fey gu g, 3k dfaat
Seod THT & Y GURA I 3aTehdT &

The seer suggests that the practice of not wearing a shirt was historically used to
segregate lower castes from entering temples.

TaTHT TAICTeIe HT &gall ¢ o ¢ o Ugasr s W Ufagiias &9 & A=l
Sfaat w1 #AfRT 7 yaer & Vvl F fow 3gAer ¥ 71 oA

The Jagannatha temple in Thalassery was the first place where devotees of all castes
were allowed to worship.

ST HET SN H g Tgom T AT 5@l T SAfAT & $7erdl 1 qoll el ol
At & 15 Y|

K. Sathyan, president of Jnanodaya Yogam, tried to implement the decision to allow
shirts inside the Jagannatha temple but had to shelve it due to resistance.

¥, Wehe, AGIGT ANHA F HeFeT o ooty ARI A A€ Tgelel T ITATY oot &
AU &l o] et T HITRALM Y, offehed faer & HROT 58 FATAT LT o7

Sathyan hopes that following Swami Sathchidananda's call, this practice of wearing
shirts in temples will gain support in a “mature society.”

T T AT ¢ &6 TaTAT TAfesie & 3Edle & dig, A H ¢ Ugadd T Ig
JUT U “ORYFag AT H GHIT wred HIE|

A mark of respect, a matter of faith
HFATA HT Yol faRamd &1 A

Some historians and temple priests refuse to buy the argument that the practice of men
removing shirts was started to keep non-Brahmins out of temples.

F0 sfaeraaR AR ARY qoiat #1 Fgam § B qest & A¢ 3ana Hr v At §
IN-srEAvT @AY @ & AU ow A v S o
Historian Manu S. Pillai says it was a common practice in Kerala society to take off the

thorthu (the thin long traditional bath towel) from one’s shoulder and tie it around the
waist as a mark of respect.

sfaETPR A vH. Read Fead § 76 &0 A 7 7§ TF TAGT g24T oA T e
IO Y F YRG (Yol FT YRARD ETel dAlferan) 3ARAT 3§ we H arerd 9, o
HFATA T Ycdleh AT

A younger person would never wear a melmundu (upper garment) or thorthu in front of
a family elder.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

T Bier afad Hr o aRaR & I3 F T AAHZ (F TE) 7 YRS AT Tgotelm

ar|

o Temple priests, Brahmins, and even kings took off their upper clothing inside temples
as a gesture of obeisance.

#Afex & qaRa, grewon, iR T8l d% 6 Temst F AR A weh Iud g @
HHST & §9 # 3ar &2

e N. Radhakrishnan Potti, general secretary of the Akhila Kerala Thanthri Mandalam,
defends the practice.

T, TUTHSUTS O, 3@ F afY Az & AgraHa, 36 TAT FH UG A &
e He says it has been in vogue for centuries in all the major temples of the State.
d wgd § T IF UsT & gl yew A & afeat @ wafad @ g

e Kshethracharangal, a book by Kanippayyur Sankaran Namboodiripad, lists practices
men must avoid when they visit temples.

ATARATS, FIOTCIYT FFONGEINTEG GaRT AU Toh GEcieh, 37 TA13i 1 gehaey
Xl & foiee gt &t #ieRl 7 S qHg Fwer =@l

e« The dress code followed in the temples of Kerala is not uniform.
FA & ARCY H Irelel FAT ST aTell IET IS FATT oT8T gl

e« \Women were banned from wearing salwars to the Guruvayur temple until 2013.
ARG T TFAYR ARG H AR Tgoiel ¥ 2013 Teh YiaTaa femar aram |

e Atthe Sree Padmanabha temple in Thiruvananthapuram, men are mandated to wear
a dhoti and women are expected to wear a sari or the mundu-set.

forvaaaqeer & A gegemem AR A qesi 1 adlt vgere gidr § 3R Aigensit & @@ ar
HZ-AT Ugelel T 371G & S &

e Vedanta scholar Swami Chidananda Puri has long been campaigning for the dress
code restrictions to be lifted.

deia facae Fael Rieee 9 o9 @77 @ a7 #is gfdeut #1 g & fav i
ECURIE]

e Lekshmy Rajeev, author and researcher on temple tantra, says women had to fight for
their right to cover their breasts in Kerala.

deH Tefig, @ 3R AT 3 W Merdr, Fgdl & & ARt & st & 39a
Tl Y TPy P RN YITd ey & [T FEY HIAT 97|

e Arayakkandi Santhosh, Devaswom Secretary of Sree Narayana Dharma Paripalana
Yogam, says temple committees stick to customary practices to avoid conflicts.

IFHE T, 3 ARMOr &9 IR AT & 2aTald IRg, FEd & [ "feT
afAfaar IRURE AT &7 9Teled Xl § i faaer & §91 ST Il

¢ Mukkoli Raveendran, a social activist, protests against the dress code and refuses to
pray in temples where upper clothing is banned.

HFPICT Tdige, Toh HIATIoTh HRIhdl, T HI5 & Gelh AT i § 3R 37 Al
H O A H SFR Fd ¢ ofel I g W gfa«er g
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e Sajesh Kumar Manalel, vice president of the youth movement of the Yogam, shares the
same sentiment.

A FAR AT, Q1A & AT 3Ncleld & Tod 3UTEgeT, S8 fauR T A5 ad
gl

Sree Narayana Guru Dharma Paripalana (SNDP) Movement

e The SNDP movement was initiated by Sree Narayana Guru Swamy (1856-1928)
to challenge the caste hierarchy and promote social equality among the Ezhavas
of Kerala.

el & o3 ot vgmar @aem & @ Sfderd AT & el & 3R
AIATSR AT FT Feldl S & v A ARMGoT & Far#l (1856-1928) SaRT
THUASI HiGTelel T 3T i a5 |

e The Ezhavas were traditionally engaged in toddy-tapping and were considered
untouchables. They faced severe discrimination, including denial of education and
temple entry.

TSI FHETT GRS & & 1Sl FFrera &1 F1 Har A7 3R 3¢ g
AT ST AT| 3o¢ e iR AT yaer & afadg fhar amr am)

e The Ezhavas constituted 26% of Kerala's population, making them the largest
caste group in the state.

TSTAT HHCTT hlel T STAHEIT T 26% AT, SN T HT Fad 37 S FHg
7|

Aruvippuram Movement (1888)

« In 1888, Sree Narayana Guru consecrated a Sivalinga at Aruvippuram on
Shivaratri, taking a stone from the Neyyar River.

o 1888 A ARMIUT I[F o IFfICRA A RA & oot ATIR 777 & T
qeR oot fRYaferer i Turge

e This act was a revolutionary step to demonstrate that idol consecration was not
the monopoly of upper castes.

. I FcH I GEe & fov ve wifdsll sea a1 i Afd wa9ar sad
31 anfaat &1 99w 3R F8 &

e The movement attracted Kumaran Asan, a renowned poet, who became a disciple
of Sree Narayana Guru.
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« 3H 3Mielolel o YA Hid AR T 1 I fohar, St s ARRor
& & RIST e 0|

Formation of SNDP Yogam (1903)

e In 1903, the Aruvippuram Sree Narayana Guru Dharma Paripalana Yogam
(SNDP) was registered under the Indian Companies Act.

« 1903 & 3efATqRHA A ARMCT & A IR A (THUASII) Y
HRAT Fuel fafaga & dgd defid fohar |

o Sree Narayana Guru was made the permanent chairman, and Kumaran Asan was
appointed as the general secretary.

« A ARTIOT 96 T TR I7ETeT IR FAR A I HAIG gerd T
|

Role of Dr. Palpu

e Dr. Palpu, an Ezhava doctor, played a crucial role in the formation of the SNDP.
He led the Ezhava Memorial (1896) and Malayali Memorial (1891), demanding
social and educational rights for Ezhavas.

3T, Wﬁwmmﬁﬁwawlod H Agcaqur fAeH
TS| 3egiat TTar AAIRTS (1896) 3R HeldTell AAINIS (1891) T AAdca
fora|

o Sree Narayana Guru held the belief that all religions are the same and advocated
for equality and social harmony.

A ARG I AT fob Tl G FAE g 3R @A digd & v guR
TR

o He condemned animal sacrifice and spoke against divisiveness based on caste,
race, or creed.

3egiel 9] dfr T folar a1 3R STy, 5% o1 &3 & YR W faHTet & fagrer
fema|
e On the wall of the Aruvippuram Temple, he inscribed the words: “Devoid of

dividing walls of caste or race, or hatred of rival faith, we all live here in
brotherhood.”
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3IBTaCRA HET N AAR W Iegiad T eg 3ifohad AT "SI AT 7F T &
fsmmeret &1 Srart & e, wfdegedr aAt & gon fv o, g @t ssam
wd &l

e He urged the Ezhava community to leave the toddy-tapping profession and
abstain from liquor consumption.

3-giel USTaT HAHC ¥ 3rg fohar f& 3 st eiel &1 sgady ois & AR
R & TdA & |

SNDP Yogam and Its Contributions

e The Sree Narayana Dharma Paripalana (SNDP) Yogam was founded in 1903 to
promote the teachings of Sree Narayana Guru and to uplift the Ezhava
community.

o A ARTIUT & YRUTAAT (THTASIYT) Va7 I TATIT 1903 H A ARTIOT
& o 3UYCAT AT TGraT &l 3N TSaT HHGT I FAFA Tellel & T H
IS A

The SNDP took up several issues for the welfare of the Ezhavas:

THUASI! A THTET §HEH I #ds & fav £ A 3o

o Right of admission to public schools — Public schools were often closed
to lower-caste communities.

o HdSTioleh Tepell H T HT PR — fAwell S & FHerET &
fov Ardeifais Fhot X d6 w2l

o Recruitment to government services — The movement demanded equal
opportunities in government jobs.

o TXHRT TATHT H Al — 5T IHaleled of TSR sdlepRAT H FHATA
HIEI T AW H|

o Access to roads and entry to temples — Lower-caste communities were
denied access to public roads and temples.

o TEH IR AR dF dgg — fAgel Sfd & FHer 1 Adeiah
oo AR AR A gauwr & afd fear sar anl

o Political representation — The movement sought political empowerment
for backward castes.
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o Usleifas gfafaffica — 3eraa & Uasr afaar & fov aafas
FATFIRIOT & ART F|

Structural Changes Brought by the Movement

o The SNDP movement brought about transformative structural changes in Kerala’s
society.

THUASIT 3Merele oF hiel & HHATST H IRadeThRT GXdeAcHS Scolld oT|

o It led to upward social mobility for the Ezhavas, helping them rise in social status.

$8 USal FHC & fow aranfSie arfaeiverdr i serar o=, foaa 3etenr
TATHATTSIR &l 67|

e There was a shift in the traditional distribution of power, breaking the monopoly
of upper castes.

aRaRes AfFd feRor A seera 3mar, Swd 3= Snfadl &1 wafEsr el

e The movement united various backward castes into a larger federation, promoting
solidarity among marginalized groups.

3rerers o fafdest o sfaatar v a8 wu # w@erfed foma, o
BRIV WY 3 Hefgl & &I UeholedT 47|
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SC dismisses pleas
challenging law on women'’s
reservation

SC o Afgem3it v 3mveyor
FIT P Folcdl e arelt
IIARI3HT S I fhar

The Supreme Court on Friday
dismissed petitions filed in 2023,
which challenged provisions of a law
for 33% reservation for women in the
Lok Sabha, the upper houses of the
State legislatures and the Delhi
legislative assembly.

A FIE T YHAR FT 2023 F FRR
TifRFt F @RS wT fom,
e, T faafesEt sk feed
fremeraeT & AfRensit F AT 33%
HRETOT § WAftT FefeT Y Taeumeil H
et & @ o

e A Bench headed by Justice Bela Trivedi
said the petitions had become infructuous
as the women'’s reservation Bill had already
been passed into law under the
Constitution (One Hundred and Sixth
Amendment) Act in September 2023.

rg#fet aer Bady & 3regerar arelr v
ST & e for Al frdw g o of
Fif AfGeN3T & IReor e # w5 &

Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
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SC dismisses pleas
challenging law on
women’s reservation

|GS Paper ll: Women's Reservation |

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day dismissed petitions
filed in 2023 which chal-
lenged provisions of a law
for 33% reservation for wo-
men in the Lok Sabha, the
upper houses of the State
legislatures and the Delhi
legislative assembly.

A Bench headed by Jus-
tice Bela Trivedi said the
petitions had become in-
fructuous as the women’s
reservation Bill had alrea-
dy been passed into law
under the Constitution
(One Hundred and Sixth
Amendment) Act in Sep-
tember 2023.

The court did not accept
the petitioners’ argument
that a clause, which man-
dated that women’s reser-
vation must be implement-
ed only after conducting a
fresh census followed by a
delimitation exercise, was
a violation of Article 14
(right to equality) of the
Constitution. The petitions
had sought the court to de-
clare the “offending”
clause as void ab initio.

One of the petitions filed
by Dr. Jaya Thakur argued
that a  constitutional
amendment passed by Par-
liament unanimously dur-

Petition had argued
for implementation
only after a fresh
Census and a
delimitation exercise

ing a special session should
not be made to wait indefi-
nitely for the census. Mr.
Singh argued that it was
settled law that a constitu-
tional amendment cannot
be held back unless it was
found to be ultra vires the
Constitution.

The petitioner had re-
ferred to the 73rd and 74th
constitutional amend-
ments of 1993 which gave
women one-third repre-
sentation in local body
elections. Dr. Thakur had
drawn the court’s attention
to the 77th constitutional
amendment extending re-
servations for promotions
in jobs for Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled
Tribes.

Finally, the petition had
highlighted the recent im-
plementation of the 10%
EWS reservation for poor
forward caste sections in
educational institutions
and public employment. It
said all these amendments
were given effect without
calling for census data.
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afurer (dlar 3k oo wetuer fafae) & qed RdeR 2023 7 #efs 7 sor e
T AT

e The court did not accept the petitioners’ argument that a clause, which mandated that
women’s reservation must be implemented only after conducting a fresh census
followed by a delimitation exercise, was a violation of Article 14 (right to equality) of
the Constitution.

FIC o ATRAHIRATIT & 3T dh P TR AT hdT o T URT, THGH Hgr I/=r 21
foh A3 T IRETOT el 7S ANV IR SHE dTe HATHT UFHAT S 1G]
fohar STeaT, g5 WU & HTTSE 14 (WA 1 JHTUDR) H Sootsl oA

e The petitions had sought the court to declare the “offending” clause as void ab initio.
I3t 7 HIE @ IRE a1 a1/ m o1 foh g “Imafasta” 4RTH GRT { AT
CURGEERY

e One of the petitions filed by Dr. Jaya Thakur argued that a constitutional amendment

passed by Parliament unanimously during a special session should not be made to wait
indefinitely for the census.

ST, ST 31§ GaRT GRN Uah A1l # &gl -1 & §6e GaNT U fady &9 & et
FaaFATT & 9 fohar I Afaurer @aye JfAfRadere de A9 & v SaeiR
TeT foham ST anfgu

e Mr. Singh argued that it was settled law that a constitutional amendment cannot be
held back unless it was found to be ultra vires the Constitution.

Mt Riga 9 forar & a8 v0Ifid e § % v wfaus gava & 99 d& e
&I ST HohdT S doh o Ig Wiaene & f@ame 7 9rr S|

e The petitioner had referred to the 73rd and 74th constitutional amendments of 1993,
which gave women one-third representation in local body elections.

IIfdehIehdT oF 1993 & 739 3ix 748 "Rt @t &1 3ca@ T, foieglar Afgamait
& T fF gomal 7 vw-faes wfafafee fear)
e Dr. Thakur had drawn the court’s attention to the 77th constitutional amendment

extending reservations for promotions in jobs for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes.

ST, BN o FIE HT LA 774 WAYUTT el 1 3R 3R foha, forae srqqfaa
st AR T Saenfadl & fav el & e & foav smefor & faeaiRa
fapa|

o Finally, the petition had highlighted the recent implementation of the 10% EWS
reservation for poor forward caste sections in educational institutions and public
employment.

379 H, TR o 8Tl & H 10% EWS RETT &T fRAA&1or FEg&t iR ardsrfas Qe &
TR FIoT ST Felt & foIw o) et 1 o il
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o |t said all these amendments were given effect without calling for census data.

SOH el 3T o6 @l g7 HMYAT I SAAMOTAT ST HT ATl & oIl FATd fohar
T

BRS received over 70% of all
donations made to regional
parties in 2022-23: ADR

GS Paper Il: Electoral
TIFundin

NEW DELHI

Regional political parties
declared the receipt of al-
most 3217 crore through
2,119 donations in the fi-
nancial year 2022-23, ac-
cording to an analysis of 28
such parties by the Asso-
ciation for Democratic Re-
forms. This includes dona-
tions valued at less as well
as more than ¥20,000.
The lion’s share of the
pie went to the Bharat
Rashtra Samithi (BRS),
which got %154 crore, al-
most 71% of the total donat-
ed amount. About 90% of
the donations — more than
%196 crore — went to five
major regional parties: the
BRS, YSR-Congress, Telugu
Desam Party (TDP), Dravi-
da Munnetra Kazhagam
(DMK), and the Commu-
nist Party of India (CPI). Of

these, the BRS, TDP, DMK,
and CPI declared a rise in
their donations while the
YSR Congress Party de-
clared a decrease, in com-
parison with 2021-22.

Under Section 29C (1) of
the Representation of Peo-
ple’s Act, 1951, political
parties are required to pre-
pare a report providing de-
tails of contributions in ex-
cess of ¥20,000 from any
person in a particular fi-
nancial year to avail 100%
tax exemption. These have
to be submitted to the Elec-
tion Commission of India,
which uploads it on its
website.

The ADR analysis of this
data shows that four re-
gional parties — the DMK,
Maharashtra Navnirman
Sena, All India Majlis-e-Itte-
hadul Muslimeen (AIMIM)
and Apna Dal (Soneylal) —
have also provided details

Reforms (ADR).
AT Terifas aifieat o fadir a¥ 2022-23 & 2,119 & ATEAA A

M 217 FUS I T TYoIT &Y, Ig 31hsT 28 WHY qiféay &
Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR) &aRT faeeiwor X amemRa

gl

of donations  below
320,000.

After the BRS, the YSR
Congress Party declared
the second highest dona-
tion amount of %16 crore
from five donations, fol-
lowed by the TDP, which
declared receiving almost
%12 crore. The DMK and
CPI have declared total do-
nations of 7.2 crore and
%71 crore, respectively.
The Jharkhand Mukti Mor-
cha recorded a whopping
3,685% growth in dona-
tions between 202122 and
2022-23, the highest per-
centage increase among
regional parties, followed
by the Jannayak Janta Party
(1,997%), the TDP (1,795%).

Among States, donors
from Kerala made the high-
est cash donations of ¥9.09
lakh, followed by donors
from West Bengal who
gave ¥5.91 lakh in cash.

BRS received over
70% of all donations
made to regional
parties in 2022-23:
ADR

2022-23 H &
gifeat 1 i 1€ Fah
g Uiy & & 70%
¥ 38+ BRS HI 9red
g3 ADR

Regional political parties
declared the receipt of
almost ¥217 crore through
2,119 donations in the
financial year 2022-23,
according to an analysis of
28 such parties by the
Association for Democratic

e The lion’s share of the pie went to the Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS), which got ¥154
crore, almost 71% of the total donated amount.
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$H UIS T 937 e oRa s WRATY (BRS) 1 91T, fSI& ot g1t TR b1 ofarsyar
¥154 F:03 AT, ST Fel a1 AR 7 71% 1|

o About 90% of the donations — more than ¥196 crore — went to five major regional
parties: the BRS, YSR-Congress, Telugu Desam Party (TDP), Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DMK), and the Communist Party of India (CPI).

STITHIT 90% CEleT — T196 FUT A 3 — Ui Y@ &g uifeat T 9™ BRS, YSR-
FAH, A A Ut (TDP), &fAg Fewia F3rT (DMK), 3R dRelr Fogface ardt

(CPDI
e Ofthese, the BRS, TDP, DMK, and CPI declared a rise in their donations while the YSR
Congress Party declared a decrease, in comparison with 2021-22.

ST W BRS, TDP, DMK, 3R CPI &l 39« &lf & defdr & aivor f, Safh YSR 1w

uréf & 2021-22 H JolelT F HAT I GO H|

e Under Section 29C(1) of the Representation of People’s Act, 1951, political parties
are required to prepare a report providing details of contributions in excess of ¥20,000
from any person in a particular financial year to avail 100% tax exemption.

gfafaftea srfafages, 1951 & 4RT 29C(1) & d8d, AsTilide driedi &l Tah Ay fad
ay 7 fordr cafea € 220,000 @ 31f8% IR & fAavor arell RAE IR = gy

g, cifeh & 100% FT T T <17 33T Fehl

e These reports have to be submitted to the Election Commission of India, which
uploads it on its website.

goT NIt ol R GATT AT BT T HAT GBIl 8, 5 S8 30el dJadse T

YIS T gl
e The ADR analysis of this data shows that four regional parties — the DMK,

Maharashtra Navnirman Sena, All India Majlis-e-lttehadul Muslimeen (AIMIM), and
Apna Dal (Soneylal) — have also provided details of donations below %20,000.

ADR & 39 3eT fa2el9ur & I8 9l Ioldm ¢ foh IR 8131 q1fiéal — DMK, #AgRISE
aafaator dar, siter BAT AGTAT-T-gAEIgH AT (AIMIM) 3R 39T g (WeerTer)

— & 3fY 220,000 ¥ FH g & Fa0T e fHhU &)

o After the BRS, the YSR Congress Party declared the second highest donation amount
of €16 crore from five donations, followed by the TDP, which declared receiving almost
%12 crore.

BRS & &6, YSR &4 9réf &1 5 gl & 16 FU3 & GET oW 87 &l &iffied foha,
SHoh §1G TDP & S9Te73T 12 &8 UIfed T &voT &

e The DMK and CPI have declared total donations of ¥7.2 crore and ¥7.1 crore,
respectively.

DMK 3R CPI & &R 7.2 U3 3R 7.1 FAF & Fol Tl T EN§OTT |

e The Jharkhand Mukti Morcha recorded a whopping 3,685% growth in donations
between 2021-22 and 2022-23, the highest percentage increase among regional parties,
followed by the Jannayak Janta Party (1,997%), the TDP (1,795%).

FREs AfFa AT 2021-22 3R 2022-23 & T =T H 3,685% HI ATER IG & G
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1, S &1 gt # Had 991 Giavrd def oY, $H dG A aF: Sferal qref

(1,997%), 31X TDP (1,795%) ST TATT AT|

e Among States, donors from Kerala made the highest cash donations of ¥9.09 lakh,
followed by donors from West Bengal who gave ¥5.91 lakh in cash.

TAT &, FTT T SASanit o o 31 J91¢ g fham, S €9.09 o1 o1, 38 a9l

Vokkaligas, Lingayats
against caste census

IGS Paper I: Society

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The dominant land-own-
ing communities of Vokka-
ligas and Veerashaiva-Lin-
gayats in Karnataka, which
are more often divided ov-
er the issue of power-shar-
ing, seem to be coming to-
gether to fight the
Socio-Economic and Edu-
cational Survey (caste cen-
sus) which is likely to be
brought for discussion be-
fore the next Cabinet

meeting.

Driven by political com-
pulsions, the much-con-
tested caste census is ex-
pected to be discussed in
the Cabinet next week
where a decision could al-
so be taken to place it be-
fore the legislature.

CLP meet

Government sources said
the issue was likely to fi-
gure in the Congress Legis-
lature Party meeting con-
vened on January 13.

qfad §Id T STAeIar3 o €5.91 @
FI A91G oA TR

Vokkaligas, Lingayats
against caste census

AFhiferen, eI snfa
AANUTAT & [@eTh

3 The dominant land-owning
communities of Vokkaligas and
Veerashaiva-Lingayats in Karnataka,
which are more often divided over the
issue of power-sharing, seem to be
coming together to fight the Socio-
Economic and Educational Survey
(caste census) which is likely to be
brought for discussion before the next
Cabinet meeting.

Feltch & THE FHAT mfds e
AiFwrfaem 3 dRda-foamaa, St 3R
Il AT el & Hee W AT g1

g, wmTfors-3nfiw ik At 7 (snfar Srererorem) & @ Teele g gu e &
T £, S 3Tel hfede do& &7 o7 & v arar o & g

o Driven by political compulsions, the much-contested caste census is expected to be
discussed in the Cabinet next week where a decision could also be taken to place it
before the legislature.

TSTetfcren FSEREAT & IR, farerede Sy SFeTerorar 3Tl gearg Ffaae & =@=f &
T ST STUeT, ST 39 fAUEHEST & THET W FT Qv for S ghdar g

e CLP meet

Hoedy do&

e Government sources said the issue was likely to figure in the Congress Legislature
Party meeting convened on January 13.
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AT GEl & AR, Ig Heel AW AUy g i 6% § 13 Fqadt 1 o= & 37
T &l

Vokkaligas and Lingayats

e Vokkaligas are a prominent agricultural community predominantly found in
Karnataka and parts of Tamil Nadu.

e The term "Vokkaliga" is derived from the Kannada word "okka" or "okkalu," meaning a
family or clan engaged in cultivation.

o Historically, they were landlords and cultivators, playing a significant role in the socio-
political landscape of the region.

e The Vokkaligas have been instrumental in the formation of several ruling dynasties,
such as the Hoysala dynasty and Vijayanagara Empire.

Vokkaligas T Y@ FY T ¢ 5 F&T T § Faled AR afdeag ¥ o fea &
qTIT ST §

"AYFRITAI" A Feals & "okka" AT "okkalu" reg ¥ AT I &, BHFT AT g @A
Heldel IRAR AT Hala|

sfagra #, 3 sefiar 3 v @ 8 3 & F aenfos-teefas aReeT F Ageaqet
AT faS 2

Historical Background of Lingayats

e Lingayats are a Shaivite religious community that originated in the 12th century
under the leadership of Basavanna, a philosopher, poet, and social reformer in
Karnataka.

e The Lingayat faith is centered on the worship of Shiva as the universal god in the
form of Ishtalinga, a personal icon worn by followers.

e Basavanna’s teachings focused on equality, social justice, and the rejection of the
caste system.

e The Lingayats played a crucial role in the Bhakti movement, promoting egalitarian
values.

o Historically, they have been politically active and have influenced Karnataka’s
political landscape.

foamrae v Ao enfdss weqera @ S 1241 @d # Fetes A grifas 3R qa@T guRS
THIeeAT & #Ac[cd A IcTee g3
fomare et Rra & g W Hfea B, O $sefiior & v F safaaera velts & w9 & wgan
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ST gl
JHGwT Y AT AT, FATOE =1 31X Sfa sgaedr & 3rEaR | Higa ofi

Social and Cultural Contributions of Vokkaligas
e Vokkaligas have contributed significantly to Karnataka’s social, cultural, and
political life.
e They have traditionally supported education and rural development.
e Prominent Vokkaliga leaders include K. Chengalaraya Reddy (the first Chief Minister
of Karnataka) and H.D. Deve Gowda (former Prime Minister of India).

QTR & etiea & AT, Aieg T A o shaw # srgeaqyt dTa
e g1

Iegiat FRraT 31X Freior R 1 gAY fRaT

o ST st # &, ST Yedh 3tk T, ddwter enfrer €

Social and Cultural Contributions of Lingayats
e Lingayats have played a crucial role in promoting education and social reforms.
e They have established several educational institutions like Lingayat mathas
(monasteries) that continue to influence society.
e The community has been vocal about eradicating caste discrimination and
improving the status of women.
e Lingayats also support interfaith harmony and secularism.

fofamraat & e si renfors GuRT Y ggrar &7 F Fgcaqer sffw fems ¥
Fogler framara #at 3 78 derfore Trumr vnfda e §
I HAGH ST AT F Tt 3= 3R wAfensit F Fufa F gum F R g wr e

Political Significance
e Both communities hold significant political influence in Karnataka.
e The Vokkaligas and Lingayats have been key vote banks for political parties in
Karnataka.
e Lingayats have traditionally supported the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), while
Vokkaligas are often associated with the Janata Dal (Secular).

aXAt HACTAT FT Fetica Y UsTellied H Hecaqor ¥Ta g
foTare 3mHAR 9T $TeraT T FHYS FIA &, STAfF SNFHITA STl g (FFIeR) F 3
gl

Recent Developments
e In 2018, the Karnataka government granted minority religion status to Lingayats,
recognizing their distinct religious identity.
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e There has been ongoing demand for separate religious recognition for Lingayats at
the national level.

o Political parties continue to focus on caste-based mobilization in Karnataka,
making these communities politically relevant.

2018 H FelTesh FIHR o fImadl F eTaEdH Ui o i
T TAX W FAImral & forw srerer enfae gganer i #@er S 81
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India has to
raise number
of operational
satellites: ISRO
chief-designate

IGS Paper lll: S&T |

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

India may need to signifi-
cantly increase the number
of operational satellites ov-
er the next three to four
years, said V. Narayanan,
who is set to take over as
the ISRO Chairperson on
January 14.

Dr. Narayanan said he
envisioned a scenario
where the number of satel-
lites would go up from the
current 54 to more than a
100 in the next three to
four years.

His observation came in
a recorded video message
that was played at the in-
auguration of the National
Aerospace Manufacturing
Seminar 2025, organised
by the Society of Aerospace
Manufacturing Engineers,
on the theme “Indian
Space Vision 2047-Industry
Perspective” on Friday.
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India has to raise number of operational
satellites: ISRO chief-designate

IR ' IRETAT 39AZT T TEAT For=!
grel: SO GHE-ATHI

« India may need to significantly increase the number of operational
satellites over the next three to four years, said V. Narayanan, who is
set to take over as the ISRO Chairperson on January 14.

HRA &1 e it & IR 99T & IR=Eree 3uarel f qegr wF gufliey w9
¥ oI T TARIRAT & Thdl ¢, Tg d. ARV o hgl, ST 14 STeTadl i
AN FEFAT & T H FRANR HTelel drel g

e Dr. Narayanan said he envisioned a scenario where the number of
satellites would go up from the current 54 to more than 100 in the next
three to four years.

31, ARTIUTA o FgT [ Iogia Teh W gReT T Fouar 1, f5gd
3YTET T HEAT HIS[Er 54 & TGy 30Tl dfleT @ IR auf # 100 & 3118
g Sruaf|

 His observation came in a recorded video message that was played at
the inauguration of the National Aerospace Manufacturing Seminar
2025, organised by the Society of Aerospace Manufacturing Engineers,
on the theme “Indian Space Vision 2047-Industry Perspective” on
Friday.

3ot Ig feoqult uer Rafss s deor & &0 & 37S, S U
TIREAw fAsAtor Fasdr 2025 & 3eEreA H yeda fhar I, o
TR AT SRRt & A e ganT Ao fRar s o, 3k
gl TV AT “HRAT et TfewIor 2047-3¢@r TReEFOr, S
YFHAR T AT
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Odisha to be the highlight of Odisha to be the
Singapore President’s visit

E Paper II: India-Singapore |

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

Singapore will mark the
60th anniversary of bilater-
al relations with India with
the January 15-18 India visit
by President Tharman
Shanmugaratnam. Accord-
ing to diplomatic sources,
the visit is part of a year-
long chain of events and
exchanges that will mark
the maturing of the rela-
tionship over the past six
decades.

The unique aspect of
the planned visit will be
the focus on Odisha. Mr.
Shanmugaratnam will visit
the State on January 17-18
as an expression of his go-
vernment’s interest in set-
ting up projects there.

During the stay in Od-
isha, he will visit a vaccine
manufacturing plant of
Bharat Biotech and tour
the World Skills Centre
supported by Singapore’s
Institute of Technical Edu-
cation Services (ITEES).
Two memoranda of under-

e

Boosting ties: Narendra Modi and Tharman Shanmugaratnam

during a meeting held in Singapore in September last year. ANI

standing (MoUS) will be
signed.

During his stay in Delhi
on January 15-16, the Presi-
dent will confer the Honor-
ary Citizen Award on Ta-
run Das, former
Director-General of the
Confederation of Indian In-
dusry (CII), for his contri-
bution to Singapore-India
relations. Mr. Shanmuga-
ratnam will meet President
Droupadi Murmu at the
Rashtrapati Bhavan and
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. The Singapore Presi-

dent, who is of Sri Lankan
Tamil origin, will also meet
members of the Singapo-
rean community based in
India.

Ms. Murmu will host a
state banquet for him on
January 16. Singapore has
usually tied up with Guja-
rat, Tamil Nadu, Maharash-
tra, and Karnataka and the
latest focus on Odisha and
Assam are part of its reo-
rientation to broaden the
range for partnership in In-
dia, a diplomatic source
said on Friday.

highlight of Singapore
President’s visit

anf3em g aegafa
S IET FT AET MHYT
Co

Singapore will mark the 60th
anniversary of bilateral
relations with India with the
January 15-18 India visit by
President Tharman
Shanmugaratnam.

femqR sRa & Wy gfaveiy
gaut it 60dt q¥eTs HTEa,
ST 15-18 STeTadl &Y Iseufa
URAA AAHIRAA F AR @R
& |y g

According to diplomatic sources, the visit is part of a yearlong chain of events and
exchanges that will mark the maturing of the relationship over the past six decades.

USTARF Wl & 3TAR, Ig 1 TF [Tl 8T Y geasi FR IerT-varal i y@er
a1 o g, St ool B8 gyl & Haul & aRuera gl il gtk glef|

The unique aspect of the planned visit will be the focus on Odisha.

AISTAT FATS 1S ITAT T Teh AT Uge] B I €A hieed el gl

Mr. Shanmugaratnam will visit the State on January 17-18 as an expression of his
government’s interest in setting up projects there.

A ATAHIRAR 17-18 FAal &l AT HT SRT Y31, g Ieleh TRl dgl IRASTATT
TATT F H T 1 g gl

During the stay in Odisha, he will visit a vaccine manufacturing plant of Bharat
Biotech and tour the World Skills Centre supported by Singapore’s Institute of
Technical Education Services (ITEES).

Nf2er 7 39a garg & SN, 98 R TRRE & AT AATT AT &7 SRT HEar 3R
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fHITGY & aarelihy R Jar FEAT (ITEES) gaRT FATNT a8 Ravew Fex &1 fadaor
H|

e Two memoranda of understanding (MoUs) will be signed.
& AT AE (MoUs) W g&deR fhu aar|

e During his stay in Delhi on January 15-16, the President will confer the Honorary

Citizen Award on Tarun Das, former Director-General of the Confederation of
Indian Industry (CII), for his contribution to Singapore-India relations.

15-16 Steradt 1 feeell & 3r9e Yard & GRIeT, ISUfcy eor i At RAIMYR-3TRer Faret
# 3¢ e & AV ATE AFRE RERR @ FFATAT FV| 96 HRAT 30T
aREw (Cll) & g3 Agfages &

e Mr. Shanmugaratnam will meet President Droupadi Murmu at the Rashtrapati
Bhavan and Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

A eeTeRea Tegufar gtadt 7 @ wsgufer srae A A 3R gueES A A A
T FATRIT |

e The Singapore President, who is of Sri Lankan Tamil origin, will also meet members
of the Singaporean community based in India.

R Isgufay, S sieiwer afde scafr & €, e A Fua R a9err & dewd @
Y fAeler

e Ms. Murmu will host a state banquet for him on January 16.
At 7 16 STTal Y IoAh TAT Ueh AT ST hT 3HTANSTT YAt |

e Singapore has usually tied up with Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, and Karnataka
and the latest focus on Odisha and Assam are part of its reorientation to broaden the
range for partnership in India, a diplomatic source said on Friday.

HITqR & 3MAAR W IR, ATRAATS, HERTSE, 3R Felledl & Y TG TS fhT
& 3R e 3R I3H W ANTIH U R H WEicY F gAY F ;S T+ F
v 50F g ARSI F1 RET &, T TAAdF AT A HAN FFET|
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India’s rights have to be protected,
says Sonowal on China’s new dam

|GS Paper Ill: Infrastructure |

Dinakar Peri
KAZIRANGA

Adding to the concerns ex-
pressed by the Chief Minis-
ters of Assam and Aruna-
chal Pradesh over China’s
proposed new dam over
the Brahmaputra in Ti-
bet, Union Minister for
Ports, Shipping, and Wa-
terways Sarbananda Sono-
wal on Friday said that In-
dia’s rights should be
protected.

At the second meeting
of the Inland Waterways
Development Coun-
cil IWDC), presided over
by Mr. Sonowal here, the
Inland Waterways Authori-
ty of India announced in-
vestments worth more
than 350,000 crore in the
next five years and also re-
vealed a series of new in-
itiatives across 21 in-
land waterway States
worth over %1,400 crore.

‘Fragile, disastrous’

“Our rights have to be well-
guarded and well-protect-
ed,” Mr. Sonowal replied to
a question from The Hindu
on the issue of China’s new
dam. Officials in the know
said that the exact nature
and extent of the impact of
the dam on India as a lower
riparian nation has to be
studied but it is bound to

et Fridt=—e 10™ January, >77% | Kaziranga

i y

it o 1
I"' 4 g T
e 5.1 i

Assam CM Himanta Biswa Sarma with Union Minister Sarbananda

Sonowal during the meeting of IWDC, at Kaziranga on Friday. ANI

have an impact given the
scale and size of the
project.

If the dam comes
up, the Brahmaputra eco-
system will become com-
pletely fragile, Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma had said earlier. “If
the dam construction
starts in China, the entire
ecosystem that thrives on
the Brahmaputra will re-
duce by 60%. This is disas-
trous for the entire north-
eastern region,” he said
earlier this week.

The External Affairs Mi-
nistry had stated that it
conveyed its “concerns” to
China about the proposed
mega hydropower project
in the upstream Yarlung
Tsangpo, the Tibetan
name for the Brahmaputra

that flows through Aruna-
chal Pradesh and Assam.
“As a lower riparian State
with established user
rights to the waters of the
river, we have consistently
expressed, through expert-
level as well as diplomatic
channels, our views and
concerns to the Chinese
side over mega projects on
rivers in their territory,”
Ministry  spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said last
week.

Upgrading waterways
Mr. Sonowal said that over
23,000 crore had been
earmarked for develop-
ment of new national wa-
terways and green ship-
ping initiatives in inland
waterways.

A major policy initiative

in the form of Riverine
Community Development
Scheme was mooted at the
IWDC to improve the so-
cio-economic well-being of
coastal communities by de-
veloping infrastructure,
promotion of trade and
tourism along with rive-
rine ecosystem, providing
skill enrichment trainings
and upgrading traditional
knowledge of river of the
communities in an attempt
to upgrade the quality of
lives of the people living by
the banks of the National
Waterways.

“IWDC has anchored a
new vista for cooperative
federalism as both the go-
vernments at Union and
the States discussed, delib-
erated, debated and
dwelled on multiple as-
pects for strengthening of
inland waterways. Histori-
cally, the role of inland wa-
terways has been para-
mount for civilisations,”
Mr. Sonowal stated.

He said they were at-
tempting to rejuvenate the
support system of inland
waterways so that railways
and roadways can be de-
congested while also pro-
viding a viable, economic,
sustainable and efficient
mode of transportation for
both passengers and cargo
operators.
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India’s rights have to be protected, says Sonowal on
China’s new dam

AR & ATAFRT HT GRaT gt aifee, Werarer a i &
ST &T¢T 9T Hgl

Union Minister for Ports, Shipping, and Waterways Sarbananda
Sonowal emphasized that India’s rights over the Brahmaputra river
should be protected amid concerns over China’s proposed new dam
in Tibet.

FA 7A weleig A ¥ Fa1 F ARG F AVFR FEAQE T W
freaa # A9 & yeafad AT qU F AFT GIET A AR

e The concerns were previously raised by the Chief Ministers of Assam and Arunachal
Pradesh.

SEY Ugol WA 3R ST TR & FEIATIAT o1 3T AT sy v o)

e Atthe Inland Waterways Development Council (IWDC) meeting, Mr. Sonowal
confirmed investments of ¥50,000 crore in the next five years for the development of
inland waterways in India.

Solols areIAeT 3qagdT FEAA (IWDC) i o F 4t Aarer & 39T i ast &
HRA # geTels aredast & fah & faw 250,000 F03 & foder @ gfte &

¢ An additional investment of over ¥1,400 crore was also revealed for new initiatives
across 21 inland waterway States.

sq% fARFd, 21 S8 qeId TSI H 15 Tgall & [oT 1,400 FAS T 310w Fr
foraer off ey fopar aram|

e On the impact of China’s dam, Sonowal said that India’s rights need to be well-
guarded and well-protected.

AT & S & GHT R, AT 7 FT 6 AR & AFTOUFHRT A e gRaw A w8
gielt =feul

o Officials indicated that the dam could impact India as a lower riparian nation.
AT o7 Tohd AT fF I8 919 HRA R TF Tgel 7Y deadi IS¢ & § & JAT
STl FohdTT ¢

e Assam CM Himanta Biswa Sarma stated that the Brahmaputra ecosystem would
become fragile and lose 60% of its vitality due to the dam.

3 F AEIHN R REar s wgr & qiw & wRorgengy aifuafad a7
TSI g1 ST 3R SHRT 60% &THAT @ Sreat|

e External Affairs Ministry expressed concerns to China about the mega hydropower
project on the Yarlung Tsangpo river.
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fader Farery & et T IR AT A W TEATIIT AT FHZIER NAFC h TR H
39T AT egerd il

o The Ministry emphasized India’s established user rights to the waters of the river and
expressed concerns through both expert-level and diplomatic channels.

HIOT o 7<) & U W ARG & TG 399091 JARWERY 1 d@ifea fFar 31k
fRAva-raliT aur Fesdifas Al & AregH @ 3o [KAw sgewd $Hi

e Mr. Sonowal announced over ¥23,000 crore for the development of new national
waterways and green shipping initiatives.

A1 Arare of A8 TSET SreATt 3R AT AR ggat F fawa & @w 23,000 F03
T Voltel foham|

e The Riverine Community Development Scheme was proposed to improve the socio-
economic well-being of coastal communities.

Tt R WS RFT AT 1 TEda 8T FHETAT H AHTTAF-AF STeTs
FURA & v fhar arm|

o |IWDC aims to strengthen inland waterways as a sustainable, efficient transportation
system for both cargo and passengers.

IWDC &I 3643 $eTals aIexada &l Ueh Held, THTd aRager yorrelt & &9 H HAstga
AT &, Sl Arer 3R I At & fow grem
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2024 was the first year to breach
global warming limit, show data

It is the first time that mean temperature crossed the threshold of 1.5 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels, says global

body; experts say that given the high rate of carbon emissions, the 2024 temperatures represent a point of no return

|GS Paper lll: Environment |

Jacob Koshy

NEW DELHI

umanity has
l—l stepped into a fu-
ture that climate

scientists for decades have
warned about. Tempera-
ture data made public on
Friday by the Copernicus
Climate Change Service
(C3S), an authoritative
source on historical trends
in climate, show that 2024
was the first year in history
when mean global temper-
ature went 1.5 degrees Cel-
sius above the pre-indus-
trial level.

Annual climate confe-
rences, or the Conference
of Parties convened by the
United Nations, are about
getting world leaders to
agree on measures to curb
emissions to keep temper-
atures from going over 2
degrees Celsius above the
temperature in the 1850-
1900 pre-industrial period
and “as far as possible”
keeping it below 15 de-
grees Celsius.

Consistent rise

The way climatological
boundaries are deter-
mined, a single year in the
red doesn’t by itself spell
catastrophe. Only when
temperatures consistently

Scorching heat: Each of the past 10 years was one of the 10
warmest years on record. FILE PHOTO

breach the 1.5 degrees Cel-
sius mark for a decade or
two would a boundary
considered to have been
breached. However, ex-
perts say that given the
high rate of carbon emis-
sions at present, the 2024
temperatures represent a
point of no return.

“While there may be
year to year variability, an
El Nino in some years or a
major volcanic eruption in
others might influence
temperatures, this sug-
gests that there is no going
back and that we are on a
trajectory on exceeding 2
degrees Celsius by 2050,”
Roxy Mathew Koll, climate
scientist, Indian Institute
of Tropical Meteorology,
Pune, told The Hindu.

At an average tempera-
ture of 15.1 degrees Celsius,
2024 was the warmest
year in global temperature
records, which go back till
1850, and was 0.72 degrees
Celsius above the 1991-
2020 average. It was 0.12
degrees Celsius above the
average of 2023, the pre-
vious warmest year on re-
cord. It was also 1.6 de-
grees Celsius above an
estimate of the 1850-1900
temperature designated to
be the ‘pre-industrial’ le-
vel. Each of the past 10
years (2015-2024) was one
of the 10 warmest years on
record.

For 11 months in 2024,
the monthly global aver-
age temperature exceeded
1.5 degrees Celsius above

pre-industrial levels.

In 2024, the annual av-
erage sea surface tempera-
ture (SST) over the extra-
polar ocean reached a re-
cord high of 20.87 degrees
Celsius, 0.51 degrees Celsi-
us above the 1991-2020 av-
erage.

The average extra-polar
SST was at record high le-
vels for the time of year
from January to June 2024.
From July to December
2024, the SST was the se-
cond warmest on record
for the time of year, after
2023.

Among the reasons for
the record-breaking tem-
peratures in 2024 was the
El Nino, which is warming
of the Central Equatorial
Pacific, that began in June
2023 with effects lasting
well into 2024.

‘Serious implications’

“A single year with temper-
atures 1.5°C above pre-in-
dustrial levels does not
mean we’ve reached 1.5°C
of global warming. Howev-
er, it does mean we’re get-
ting dangerously close. Ev-
ery fraction of a degree —
whether 1.4, 1.5, or 1.6°C —
brings more harm to peo-
ple and ecosystems, un-
derscoring the continued
need for ambitious emis-

sions cuts,” Professor Joeri
Rogelj, Director of Re-
search at the Grantham In-
stitute - Climate Change
and Environment, Impe-
rial College London, said
in a statement.

Other experts referred
to the latest, failed talks at
Baku, Azerbaijan, where
countries couldn’t bring
themselves to agree on a fi-
nancial package that
would realistically account
for the costs of mitigating
runaway carbon emis-
sions.

“The year on year in-
crease in average global
temperature has serious
implications for develop-
ing economies reeling un-
der frequent climate disas-
ters. This, coupled with
the failure of COP29 to de-
liver on meaningful fi-
nance, only implies that
developing economies will
have to allocate more
funds to deal with climate
impacts and disasters in
the future. Mitigation am-
bition of the developing
world would be hit hard,
unless fast and meaningful
action happens on the car-
bon markets front,” said
Vaibhav Chaturvedi, Se-
nior Fellow, Council of
Energy, Environment and
Water (CEEW).

2024 was the first year to breach global warming limit
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2024 YgT d¥ o7 SIq dfRae arger HAT & IR fhar
T

It is the first time that mean temperature crossed the threshold of 1.5
degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels, says global body.

I§ Ygdl 9 § 99 itaa auAe q@-3ieaifiE Fawr @ 1.5 B
Afeaaw I I, st o dRgw s & Far B)

o Experts say that given the high rate of carbon emissions, the 2024 temperatures
represent a point of no return.

=il &7 e & T 3T FEA IcHolT BT & FT GWA §U, 2024 F ATIAT Th
ee fog 1 g gl

e Humanity has stepped into a future that climate scientists for decades have warned
about.

AAEA A U qfasy F Few @ ¢, 9Ed aR A STefarg dded gl & ddrae &
T Al

e Temperature data made public on Friday by the Copernicus Climate Change Service
(C3S), an authoritative source on historical trends in climate, shows that 2024 was the
first year in history when mean global temperature went 1.5 degrees Celsius above
the pre-industrial level.

Frafisy Fararg IRads ¥ar (C3S) GaRT YshaR I ATdioleh fhar AT aTqaTeT SeT
Ig T § 6 2024 sfagr # ggem a¥ a1 99 3iad ARGE doAe g@-ieais
TR ¥ 1.5 B3 afeaaw Fuw o

e Annual climate conferences or the Conference of Parties (COP) convened by the
United Nations are about getting world leaders to agree on measures to curb emissions
to keep temperatures from going over 2 degrees Celsius above the temperature in the
1850-1900 pre-industrial period and “as far as possible” keeping it below 1.5 degrees
Celsius.
aiffF STerarg FFEA I1 FIT (Flewwd A6 9reler), S @FFT WS¢ GaRT 3MATAT Bl
g, T 3caxT ARaeh A3 & 3o H AIRT A F 3uIT W FgAT HET §
dTfeh dTI#ATT 1850-1900 & q&-3ite@faie @rer & 2 Bl Afewaw 3o &7 5w 3k

"fSdaT 9T & I 39 1.5 3 afcaaw @ &y @ sy

e A ssingle year in the red doesn'’t by itself spell catastrophe. Only when temperatures
consistently breach the 1.5 degrees Celsius mark for a decade or two would a
boundary be considered to have been breached.

TF FHhdT Y ATl H PIS JATET BT Hohd I8l Sl gl Hdel I dTIHATT AR 1.5
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Bt AfcTaw i AT A vF AT Q) gAF dF IR FAT §, d9 38 AT F Seadd &

T H AT ST

o However, experts say that given the high rate of carbon emissions at present, the
2024 temperatures represent a point of no return.

mﬁ,%&hﬁwm%%mﬁmmﬂﬁmaaﬁmgzom
¥ amA 3ew fig #1 gfafAfacg & §

e Roxy Mathew Koll, a climate scientist at Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology,
Pune, says: “While there may be year-to-year variability, an El Nino in some years or a
major volcanic eruption in others might influence temperatures, this suggests that there
is no going back and that we are on a trajectory of exceeding 2 degrees Celsius by
2050.”

et ey Fer, (R 3o ety #taw Rae dvure, qor # Sieary d=fees, Hed
g: “grefifeh $o ast # vl el AT 3wy a5t A Toh Y@ ATl faEhle draHrT H
T Y Tohol &, TE GHAIT ool ¢ T T NS STt T IS A& w161 & 3R g
2050 d% 2 f3aft Afewaw FF ar = ¥ 2w 7 g1

e 2024 was the warmest year in global temperature records, which go back till 1850, and
was 0.72 degrees Celsius above the 1991-2020 average.

2024 3R ArgATT Rpisq & Tad I gy 24T, St 1850 deh ST g, 3R Ig 1991-
2020 & 3itad ¥ 0.72 2 afcTaw sav o

e Itwas 0.12 degrees Celsius above the average of 2023, the previous warmest year on
record.

Ig 2023 & 3itEd ¥ 0.12 B AeETE IR a1, 5 Rars & Voo g&ad 716 av 2|

e Itwas also 1.6 degrees Celsius above an estimate of the 1850-1900 temperature
designated to be the ‘pre-industrial’ level.

Ig 1850-1900 & ATYATT & (A @ 1.6 Bl afcwaw 3w a1, o d ‘q@-sicafe
TR AT 34T ¢

e Each of the past 10 years (2015-2024) was one of the 10 warmest years on record.
Roa 10 ast & ¥ ¥AF (2015-2024) R*is & 10 Fa@ 713 astF O v )

e For 11 months in 2024, the monthly global average temperature exceeded 1.5 degrees
Celsius above pre-industrial levels.

2024 # 11 7, AT ARgsw A aroaA qd-3iteaifee v @ 1.5 Bl afcwaw

39T 7|

e In 2024, the annual average sea surface temperature (SST) over the extrapolar
ocean reached a record high of 20.87 degrees Celsius, 0.51 degrees Celsius above
the 1991-2020 average.

2024 H, TR APMTR I aTi¥eh 3 §Hg Wag HT amqaAlT (SST) Teh Rl
3T 20.87 B afcagw aw trg*ir T, ST 1991-2020 & 3it@a ¥ 0.51 B3 afcaaw
FW a4
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The average extra-polar SST was at record high levels for the time of year from January
to June 2024.

STl ¥ S 2024 T & AT H vFEIe’ SST RS 3= T W ol

e From July to December 2024, the SST was the second warmest on record for the
time of year, after 2023.

Fr$ & AT 2024 A, SST 30 WA & AT 2023 F 91& GO Fa@ I 27|

¢ Among the reasons for the record-breaking temperatures in 2024 was the El Nino,
which is warming of the Central Equatorial Pacific, that began in June 2023 with
effects lasting well into 2024.

2024 7 Repls dIs dI9ATT & FRONT H & Teh AT Tl silel), S helT FATRT venid F1

AITAT &, ST S 2023 7 [E §3T AT AR 2024 T $HP THIT K

e “Asingle year with temperatures 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels does not mean
we've reached 1.5°C of global warming. However, it does mean we're getting
dangerously close. Every fraction of a degree — whether 1.4, 1.5, or 1.6°C — brings
more harm to people and ecosystems.” — Professor Joeri Rogelj, Director of
Research at the Grantham Institute — Climate Change and Environment, Imperial
College London

‘T Jehell a¥ foresd arAe qd-3iteafis Fax @ 1.5 Bt aftwaw 3 &, s

FHceld F¢ g1 § o g7 1.5 Baft AfPwaw dRas arver o aga 1§ greliten, s

AdS & & g7 IHRAS T & I 9ga W &1 3l &1 &¥ f’eewm — 9w 1.4, 1.5, 7w

1.6 f3ait afeagw — @ ik aRfEafadr dat & fov e gifa orar §17 — aveR
o Other experts referred to the latest, failed talks at Baku, Azerbaijan, where countries

couldn’t bring themselves to agree on a financial package that would realistically account
for the costs of mitigating runaway carbon emissions.

3T fAATFAN 7 a1, HoREST H grel &7 1 fAhel 1T F Sea@ T, SET a2
s T s W Tgafad s & 319%d @, S aEdids 9 8 FHIaed 3cToled ol
T = & [T 39w derdar &1 {are e

e “The year on year increase in average global temperature has serious implications for
developing economies reeling under frequent climate disasters. This, coupled with the
failure of COP29 to deliver on meaningful finance, only implies that developing
economies will have to allocate more funds to deal with climate impacts and disasters in
the future.” — Vaibhav Chaturvedi, Senior Fellow, Council of Energy, Environment
and Water (CEEW)

‘3t RTew aHE F AT X G I H e IrdfeaaEAst W AR 9o g,
S SRIAR STefarg H9er3i & 3T @ &1 58 A1 g COP29 &1 fatheral & g gairdm
¢ T fasraelier 2ot &1 #fasy # Sierary yamal AR 3muenst & Hues & fav sifetes
Ul JMEfedT HTAT QM| — d%ra Tqddl, aRss areh, S, giavor 3R s aRwe
(CEEW)
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SpaDeX satellites are at a

distance of 1.5 km, says ISRO

The two SpaDeX satellites that are part of a
docking experiment are now at a distance of 1.5
km from each other, the Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) on Friday. “Spacecrafts are at
a distance of 1.5 km and on hold mode. Further
drift to 500 m is planned to be achieved by
tomorrow [Saturday] morning,” the ISRO posted
on X. This announcement came a day after the
space agency shared that the drift between the
satellites that had caused the postponement of
the docking experiment for the second time had
been arrested and they were put in a slow drift
course to move closer to each other.
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SpaDeX satellites are at a
distance of 1.5 km, says ISRO

AU FT Fgal & 6 TSFH
3998 1.5 frateeT i gt . &

e The two SpaDeX satellites are now at a distance
of 1.5 km from each other.

al TISTFH 3 3T Uh-gax ¥ 1.5 Rraleier fr g
W Bl

e ISRO posted on X on Friday about the current
status of the satellites.

FEA A YHAR 1 3UAG A TAAE AT F I 7 X
) qree |

e The satellites are in hold mode, and further drift to 500 m is planned for Saturday

morning.

3991E gles M3 A ¢, 3R afar gag oo 377kt 500 AT H 3R gl sgr= i Ao B
e This announcement came a day after the drift between the satellites was arrested.

Ig HIVOT Teh e d1g 31g SIa 39l & dr Y gt 1 et aram |
e The docking experiment had been postponed for the second time.

sifehaT SIeT 1 q@dr o) TAMAd T amr o)
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Centre calls for comprehensive approach to
address impact of climate change on agriculture

IGS Paper lll: Environment I

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The challenges posed by
climate change to the agri-
culture sector was one of
the key themes discussed
at The Hindu businessline
Agri and Commodity Sum-
mit, 2025 held here on Fri-
day.

At the inaugural session,
Union Agriculture Secre-
tary Devesh Chaturvedi
said the Centre had adopt-
ed a two-pronged ap-
proach — adaptation and
mitigation — to address
these challenges.

Ashish Kumar Bhutani,
Secretary, Union Coopera-
tion Ministry, said primary
agricultural cooperative
societies (PACS) can play a
vital role in building cli-
mate change resilience in
rural India.

Mr. Chaturvedi said the
adaptation strategies in-
clude creating drought-
and flood-resistant crop

® NABARD
L’A |I::;:\\'“lu'.\
\',’ AGRI &
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varieties, implementing ef-
ficient water management
techniques, and providing
a cushion through crop in-
surance in the event of ex-
treme natural calamities.

Mitigation efforts

He added that the mitiga-
tion efforts include pro-
moting natural farming to
reduce chemical input use
and improve soil health.
“The government also

Devesh Chaturvedi

aims to use carbon market
incentives to encourage
farmers to adopt climate-
smart practices. This com-
prehensive approach seeks
to ensure food security
and farmer livelihoods in
the face of a changing cli-
mate,” he said.

Mr. Bhutani said climate
change was impacting eve-
ryone and collective action
should be taken. “The crop
insurance scheme covers

40% of farmers. We need
to get every single farmer
covered under the
scheme,” he said, adding
that his Ministry was in the
process of making two lakh
multi-purpose PACS so that
the traditional role of PACS
could be expanded beyond
credit and input supply.
“We are also planning to
set up 70,000 grain storage
points across the country,
with PACS potentially play-
ing a key role. Besides ad-
dressing the critical issue
of grain storage in rural
areas, this initiative would
reduce transportation
costs and act as procure-
ment centres,” he said.

Four pillars

National Bank for Agricul-
ture and Rural Develop-
ment Chairman Shaji K.V.
said accelerating green
lending across sectors,
providing access to data,
internal green transforma-
tion, and resource mobili-

sation to fund climate-resi-
lient activities were the
four pillars necessary to
address challenges posed
by climate change. The
summit saw sessions on ir-
regular monsoons, climate
change and new seeds, dig-
itisation, bio energy, and
price risk management.
There was also an interac-
tion with drone didis and
solar didis.

The Hindu businessline
Agri and Commodity Sum-
mit, 2025 is presented by
NABARD and co-powered
by the Federation of Seed
Industry of India in asso-
ciation with Yara.

The associate partners
are NCDEX, Indofil, Bayer,
Hindustan Urvarak and Ra-
sayan Ltd., Kribhco Agri,
NSE, Aqua Group, and Ta-
mil Nadu Agricultural Un-
iversity.

The banking partner is
State Bank of India and the
broadcast partner is NDTV
Profit.

Centre calls for comprehensive approach to address
impact of climate change on agriculture

F 9T Fe@y IRade & g 1 gaifta s F fow
$g o AT TRCHIUT YAT T ATEAT HaT

e The challenges posed by climate change to the agriculture sector was one of the key
themes discussed at The Hindu businessline Agri and Commodity Summit, 2025
held on Friday.

Serary aRade @ FR &F B 3cvee glfaa & g Remaersa it v F#AEd
|AT, 2025 & NIl YFHAR & =&l 1 eI vy i

e Atthe inaugural session, Union Agriculture Secretary Devesh Chaturvedi said the
Centre had adopted a two-pronged approach — adaptation and mitigation — to

address these challenges.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

_1



Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

3cuTed ¥ A, FAw F¥ wfag daor aqddr a1 w1 & &g o oo gelfadt @ uea &

fore aredr Torelfa — aregee 3R e IS B

Ashish Kumar Bhutani, Secretary, Union Cooperation Ministry, said Primary
Agricultural Cooperative Societies (PACS) can play a vital role in building climate
change resilience in rural India.

Irefiy FAR s@reh, GiKa, FHT FeHNAT FA10, 7 Fel 5 s FR g
wfafaar (PACS) amtor siRa & Srerary. aRader aeiarde el # Ageaqer AT fovsm
Fehll gl
Mr. Chaturvedi stated that the adaptation strategies include:
At aqddr A w1 o sreTqereT oAt F enfdrer

o Drought-resistant and flood-resistant crop varieties

o Efficient water management techniques

FAT ST YA dhelleh
o Crop insurance to provide a cushion during extreme natural calamities

wHe T, S At pfas amaerst  SNe gRaT vee e g

Mitigation Efforts
MAT YITH

The mitigation efforts include promoting natural farming to reduce chemical inputs
and improve soil health.

AHA YA A WIHfas Well FY GeTar a1 AMAS 8, Mfeh THTAF 3qAT F1 F fohar
o &% 3R e #r dga & guw fvar o w|

Carbon market incentives will be used to encourage farmers to adopt climate-smart
practices.

FTael ATHE WICHTES & ATEIH § haE! H TAarg-FATE G Al 3= & fow
o a forar o)

This comprehensive approach aims to ensure food security and farmer livelihoods
in the face of climate change.

g FAT TfRCHIOT Wie FIaT 3N framt i 3rfaw o Jaary wRada & aaee
gARaa F F1 JarE e ¢l

PACS and Grain Storage
PACS 3R 3T $isRoT

Mr. Bhutani said climate change was impacting everyone, and collective action should
be taken.
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A sTareht o FET o6 Srerary afads el 7 yenfad X @ §, 3R sEF v awikw

T 39T & |

e The crop insurance scheme currently covers 40% of farmers, and efforts are on to
cover all farmers under the scheme.

I AT ATAT ThelgTe 40% fRATAT I Fhat Har g, 3T gl forarar &1 Jaer &

Jed o= &7 9y fhar S ET gl

e The Ministry is working to establish 2 lakh multi-purpose PACS, expanding their role
beyond credit and input supply.

FATEY 2 AT TEIEEAT PACS TS oA T H1H HX IgT § ATfeh 3ofebT IRIRD
#f3e R goqe mqfdf & W faedr fhar ST @)

e« Plans are in place to set up 70,000 grain storage points across the country to reduce
transportation costs and act as procurement centres.

S 3T H 70,000 3TTST HSRUT gy TATTAT I T Aol &, difeh IREET oI i
& fhar o1 T 3R TEdg FgF FT & FI N ol

Four Pillars to Address Climate Challenges
Srerary Al FT FATT F F AR TG

e Shaji K.V., Chairman of NABARD, mentioned four pillars necessary to address
climate challenges:

AETE & Iregat Al Ffl. A Ferary FAlfadt & FAT & AT 3raegs IR Tt H
Jeaq foRa:

o Green lending across sectors
ot &t A afier SAfSer
o Access to data
o Internal green transformation
rafl® A aRada
o Resource mobilisation to fund climate-resilient activities

Srearg-adiel afafafti #F 65 e & fov wame e

Summit Detalils

e &1 RaRor

e The Agri and Commodity Summit, 2025, was presented by NABARD and co-powered
by the Federation of Seed Industry of India in association with Yara.

vt U3 FAMRE Fffie, 2025, I ATETE ZgRT TEqd A I IR HeXeE e s
$SE A% BT FEIT § ART @RI Fe-urdifoid fomam e
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e Associate partners included NCDEX, Indofil, Bayer, Hindustan Urvarak and
Rasayan Ltd., Kribhco Agri, NSE, Aqua Group, and Tamil Nadu Agricultural
University.

THIffve gréest A NCDEX, $21f%d, IR, figeare 38t ik e fafaes, Foet
wafl, NSE, Tt 39, 3R afdeerg R el arfae 8

e The banking partner was State Bank of India, and the broadcast partner was NDTV

Profit.

dfFer gréeR vee dF HTE ST T, 3R AEERT 9EAT NDTV wiftee 27|

Bharat Biotech

co-founder
awarded INSA
fellowship

[PCS

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Krishna Ella, co-founder
and executive chairman of
Bharat Biotech Interna-
tional, was earlier this
week conferred the India
Fellowship of the Indian
National Science Academy
for 2025. It is the first time
that the INSA has awarded
fellowships to representa-
tives from the industry.

The other notable scien-
tists and technologists who
were conferred an INSA fel-
lowship included Anil Ka-
kodkar, former Chairman
of the Atomic Energy Com-
mission of India; V.K. Sa-
raswat, former Director-
General, DRDO; S. Soma-
nath, Chairman, ISRO; S.
Kris Gopalakrishnan, co-
founder, Infosys; and Sa-
mir V. Kamat, Secretary
DDR&D and Chairman,
DRDO.

Bharat Biotech Co-founder Awarded INSA
Fellowship

ART dRCH & TE-UEUTTFH HI INSA HafAq
d gFAfaad fhar o

e Krishna Ella, co-founder and executive chairman of Bharat Biotech
International, was conferred the India Fellowship of the Indian National
Science Academy (INSA) for 2025 earlier this week.

FSUT Tedl, HRA TS UM & HE-HEATF 3N FEFHT reey, i
9 ITdig 2025 & AT HRAT Isd faareT sregAt (INSA) & sf3ar
belfg & geafaa foear amm)

e This is the first time that INSA has awarded fellowships to
representatives from the industry.

IE Igell IR & 19 INSA & 38T & & yfafafaay 1 $eaifRig gerer $r &

e The other notable scientists and technologists conferred the INSA
fellowship included:

3T GHE Mot R deneiicht faawat o1 ot INSA Salflra & gearfara
forar arar, e eanfder &

o Anil Kakodkar, former Chairman of the Atomic Energy Commission
of India

HfAT FIHISHT, HRAT YA ST HAWT & g Ireqad

o V.K. Saraswat, former Director-General of DRDO

dl.%. ¥R¥ad, DRDO & qd Helferaers

o S.Somanath, current Chairman of ISRO

TH. WA, ISRO & TIATT HEq8T

o S. Kris Gopalakrishnan, co-founder of Infosys

tq. e MU, STHRE F He-aedTS

o Samir V. Kamat, Secretary, DDR&D, and Chairman of DRDO
AR &t F1Ad, DDR&D & |fR¥a 3iRk DRDO & 3rewaT|
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DAMASCUS

Stampede at central Damascus
mosque Kkills four: health official

A [PCS |

A stampede at the landmark Umayyad Mosque in Syria’s capital on

Friday killed four persons, a Damascus health official told state
media. Witnesses at the site of the stampede saw large crowds
gathered near the mosque because free meals were being handed
out. Sixteen persons were injured in the incident. AFP

F g 99 sfis A 8 5 o
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in

Stampede at Central
Damascus Mosque Kills Four:
Health Official

gfew & Hdir Afterg & wvrgs
IR i Ala: Taee e

e A stampede at the landmark Umayyad Mosque
in Syria’s capital, Damascus, on Friday killed four
persons, as reported by a Damascus health official
to state media.

W A TorurEd gforeF & gRdgy 3azae Ao &
UHAR T §S 89163 # IR Al Hr A& S, Tg
STARRT Fareed AHRI o T HAfFarar &)

e Witnesses stated that large crowds gathered near
the mosque because free meals were being
distributed.

IATET o TN o HFT ST [T & RO ARPeIE
|

e Inthe incident, sixteen persons were injured.

39 Ul H Tidg AT "1 gl 1’|

CARACAS
Maduro inaugurated for a third
term, defying evidence of fraud

3 |PCS I AFP

Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro was sworn in for a third
six-year term on Friday despite international condemnation of his
recent re-election as illegitimate.. Aides to opposition leader Maria
Corina Machado said she was briefly detained on Thursday
following an anti-government demonstration in Caracas. AP
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Maduro Inaugurated for a Third
Term, Defying Evidence of Fraud
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o Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro was
sworn in for a third six-year term on Friday, despite
international condemnation of his recent re-election as
illegitimate.
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e Aides to opposition leader Maria Corina Machado reported that she was briefly
detained on Thursday after an anti-government demonstration in Caracas.
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Crew makes progress as death count
touches 10 in Los Angeles wildfires

The fires have so far destroyed nearly 10,000 structures, with the number only expected to grow; however, a pause in
fierce winds have worked to the firefighters’ advantage; forecasters predict that strong gusts could return over the weekend

[PCS |

Reuters
LOS ANGELES

pause in the fierce
Awinds that super-
charged the ring of

wildfires that devastated
Los Angeles this week
helped crews make pro-
gress in bringing the infer-
nos under control on Fri-
day but strong gusts could
return over the weekend,
forecasters said.

The fires, which have
devastated Los Angeles
neighbourhoods on the
east and west sides of the
city, have so far killed 10
persons and destroyed
nearly 10,000 structures,
with those figures only ex-

Killer blaze: A firefighter battles the fire in the Angeles National
Forest in Altadena, California, on Thursday. REUTERS

pected to increase.

“It looks like an atomic
bomb dropped in these
areas. I don’t expect good
news, and we’re not look-

ing forward to those num-
bers,” Los Angeles County
Sheriff Robert Luna said at
a press conference late on
Thursday, referring to Pac-

ific Palisades in the west
and Altadena in the east.
Wind conditions in the
Los Angeles area will im-
prove on Friday through
the weekend to about 20
mph with gusts between
35 mph to 50 mph, accord-
ing to the National Weather
Service, a far cry from days
ago when wind gusts blast-
ed at upwards of 80 mph.

Favourable factors

“It’s not as gusty so that
should help firefighters,
hopefully,” NWS meteorol-
ogist Allison Santorelli
said, adding that condi-
tions were still critical with
low humidity and dry
vegetation.

Even as red flag wind
conditions were expected
until Friday afternoon, any
periods of easing would al-
low crucial support from
the air for firefighters on
the ground for aircraft can
dropping water and fire re-
tardant on the flaming
hills. “There’s a bit of good
news, if there can be,” Ms.
Santorelli said.

Farther south in San
Diego, winds will pick up,
with sustained winds of 40
mph and gusts up to 70
mph, creating dangerous
fire conditions there over
the weekend, she added.
As of early Friday, three
major fires were still burn-
ing in Los Angeles.

Crew Makes Progress as Death Count Touches 10 in
Los Angeles Wildfires
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e The fires have destroyed nearly 10,000 structures so far, and the number is expected

to increase.
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e Apausein fierce winds worked to the firefighters' advantage, but strong gusts
could return over the weekend, as per forecasters.
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e The wildfires that devastated Los Angeles this week have killed 10 persons and
destroyed nearly 10,000 structures in east and west Los Angeles neighborhoods.
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e Los Angeles County Sheriff Robert Luna said, “It looks like an atomic bomb dropped
in these areas. We’re not expecting good news.”
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e The Pacific Palisades in the west and Altadena in the east were worst affected by
the fire.
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Wind Conditions and Weather Forecast

gar & Ry sk #tas 1 q@EeEe

e Wind conditions in Los Angeles will improve on Friday through the weekend with
gusts between 35 mph to 50 mph, compared to 80 mph earlier in the week.
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e NWS meteorologist Allison Santorelli said that less gusty winds would help
firefighters, but critical conditions persist due to low humidity and dry vegetation.
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e Eventhough red flag wind conditions are expected until Friday afternoon, any
easing in winds will allow firefighting aircraft to drop water and fire retardants on
the burning hills.
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Fire Conditions in San Diego

A B & amer fr Rufa

e In San Diego, winds will pick up over the weekend with sustained winds of 40 mph
and gusts up to 70 mph, creating dangerous fire conditions.
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e As of early Friday, three major fires were still burning in Los Angeles.
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Grateful for India’s
humanitarian aid, say
Afghanistan’s Taliban

S, -

Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri meets Afghanistan Acting Foreign

Minister Mawlawi Amir Khan Muttaqi in Dubai on Wednesday. ANI

GS Paper II:
India-Afghanistan
NEW DELHI

The present day Afghanis-
tan “does not pose a threat
to any nation”, the Taliban
administration in Kabul
said on Thursday.

In a statement issued a
day after Indian Foreign
Secretary Vikram Misri
met with the Foreign Mi-
nister of the Taliban-ruled
Afghanistan, the regime
expressed gratitude for In-
dian humanitarian assis-
tance to the Afghan people
and informed that the Ira-
nian port of Chabahar was
discussed between the two
sides during the talks held
on Wednesday.

India has not recognised
the Taliban regime in Ka-
bul where the outfit took
charge in August 2021.

The Taliban also in-
formed that the discussion
between Foreign Minister
Mawlawi Amir Khan Mutta-
qi and Mr. Misri was at-
tended by its Deputy Mi-
nisters of Commerce and
Transport. Mr. Muttaqi ex-
pressed hope for liberalis-

ing the visa regime bet-
ween Afghanistan and
India.

“In response to the re-
quest from the Afghan
side, India will provide
further material support in
the first instance to the
health sector and for the
rehabilitation of refugees.
The two sides also dis-
cussed strengthening of
sports (cricket) coopera-
tion,” the Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs said after the
meeting in Dubai on Wed-
nesday.

India’s previous stand
“It was also agreed to pro-
mote the use of Chabahar
port for supporting trade
and commercial activities,
including for the purpose
of humanitarian assistance
for Afghanistan,” the Mi-
nistry of External Affairs
said.

Significantly, the meet-
ing between Mr. Misri and
Mr. Muttaqi came days af-
ter India “unequivocally
condemned” the bombing
of Afghan territories on De-
cember 24-25 by Pakistan.

Grateful for India’s humanitarian aid,
say Afghanistan’s Taliban

HRIAATATT & diferarsT o Hgl, IR
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Taliban Statement on Afghanistan's Global Threat

AT T 9 AFIMTAEAT & dRTF T W

o The present day Afghanistan “does not pose a threat to
any nation”, said the Taliban administration in Kabul on
Thursday.
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o The statement was issued a day after Indian Foreign
Secretary Vikram Misri met with the Foreign Minister of the
Taliban-ruled Afghanistan.
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. The Taliban expressed gratitude for Indian humanitarian
assistance to the Afghan people.
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. Iranian port of Chabahar was discussed during the talks
held on Wednesday.
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o India has not recognised the Taliban regime in Kabul,
where the outfit took charge in August 2021.
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. The meeting between Foreign Minister Mawlawi Amir
Khan Muttaqi and Mr. Misri was attended by its Deputy
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Ministers of Commerce and Transport.

facer #@: Aterdt 3l @rer Fqarhr IR AL Pl & S dok 7 arfoee & aiftsw sk
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¢ Mr. Muttagi expressed hope for liberalising the visa regime between Afghanistan
and India.
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e Inresponse to the request from the Afghan side, India will provide further material
support in the first instance to the health sector and for the rehabilitation of refugees.

IR F&T & Y & SIaTe H, R el TOT H Faeed &7 3R aonfdat &
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e The two sides also discussed strengthening of sports (cricket) cooperation.
aer galt o @ (fFde) Tealer it ASeE FT W o == A

e The Ministry of External Affairs said that it was agreed to promote the use of Chabahar
port for supporting trade and commercial activities.

AT AFTT o &gl T Tg GgAfa Fo o T FEgR dE@NE &1 3YANT AR 3R
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e The use of Chabahar port will also support humanitarian assistance for
Afghanistan.
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e The meeting between Mr. Misri and Mr. Muttaqi came days after India
“unequivocally condemned” the bombing of Afghan territories on December 24-
25, 2024 by Pakistan.
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Three million Sudan children
facing acute malnutrition: UN

[Pcs

Agence France-Presse
PORT SUDAN

An estimated 3.2 million
children under the age of
five are expected to face
acute malnutrition this
year in war-torn Sudan, ac-
cording to the United Na-
tions Children’s Fund
(UNICEF).

“Of this number, around
7,72,000 children are ex-
pected to suffer from sev-
ere acute malnutrition,”
Eva Hinds, UNICEF Su-
dan’s Head of Advocacy
and Communication, said
late on Thursday.

Famine has already
gripped five areas across
Sudan, according to a re-
port last month by the Inte-
grated Food Security Phase
Classification (IPC), a UN-

N

Dire straits: The UN said that around 7,72,000 children are
expected to suffer from severe acute malnutrition. AFP

backed assessment.

Sudan has endured 20
months of war between
the Army and the paramili-
tary Rapid Support Forces
(RSF), killing tens of thou-
sands and, according to
the UN, uprooting 12 mil-
lion in the world’s largest

displacement crisis.

Meanwhile, Medical
charity Doctors Without
Borders (MSF) said it was
forced to suspend activities
at a key hospital in the cap-
ital of war-ravaged Sudan
after months of violent
attacks.

Three million Sudan
children facing acute
malnutrition: UN
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Acute Malnutrition Crisis in Sudan

e # g Fawor dwe

e An estimated 3.2 million children
under the age of five are expected to
face acute malnutrition this year in
war-torn Sudan, according to the
United Nations Children’s Fund
(UNICEF).

WYFA AT AT FIY (FAE) & 4R,
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"Of this number, around 7,72,000 children are expected to suffer from severe acute

malnutrition," said Eva Hinds, UNICEF Sudan’s Head of Advocacy and
Communication, late on Thursday.

"SH HEAT A @, o917 7,72,000 F== AR ey FAwor & ST g v Ferraen g, war
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Famine has already gripped five areas across Sudan, according to a report last month

by the Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC), a UN-backed
assessment.
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Sudan has endured 20 months of war between the Army and the paramilitary Rapid
Support Forces (RSF), killing tens of thousands and, according to the UN, uprooting
12 million in the world’s largest displacement crisis.
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e Meanwhile, Medical charity Doctors Without Borders (MSF) said it was forced to
suspend activities at a key hospital in the capital of war-ravaged Sudan after months
of violent attacks.
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Malala Yousafzai to
visit native Pakistan
for girls’ summlt

[PCS

Agence France-Presse
ISLAMABAD

Nobel Peace Prize Laureate
Malala Yousafzai will at-
tend an international sum-
mit on girls’ education
hosted by her native Pakis-
tan, where she was nearly
killed by militants as a
schoolgirl.

Ms. Yousafzai was evac-
uated from the country in
2012 after being shot by the
Pakistan Taliban and she
has returned to the coun-
try only a handful of times
since.

“I am excited to join
Muslim leaders from
around the world for a crit-
ical conference on girls’
education,” she said on Fri-
dayon X. “On Sunday, I will
speak about protecting
rights for all girls to go to

Malala Yousafzai

school, and why leaders
must hold the Taliban ac-
countable for their crimes
against Afghan women &
girls”

Pakistan’s Education Mi-
nister Khalid Magbool Sid-
diqui said the Taliban go-
vernment in Afghanistan
has been invited to attend,
although Islamabad has
not received a response.

Malala Yousafzai to
visit native Pakistan
for girls’ summit
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Malala Yousafzai to Attend Summit on Girls’
Education

HATET J@bors asfwal F Raw w qedee F amr
o9t

e Nobel Peace Prize Laureate Malala Yousafzai
will attend an international summit on girls’

education hosted by her native Pakistan, where she
was nearly killed by militants as a schoolgirl.
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e Ms. Yousafzai was evacuated from the country in
2012 after being shot by the Pakistan Taliban and

she has returned to the country only a handful of times since.
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e “l am excited to join Muslim leaders from around the world for a critical conference on
girls’ education,” she said on Friday on X.
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e “On Sunday, | will speak about protecting rights for all girls to go to school, and why
leaders must hold the Taliban accountable for their crimes against Afghan women &
girls.”

War 71, A woft asfral A T o= F FVFR A @1 F TN F ad FEA 3R
FIT AT 1 arferarst Y 3wamer Afgensit 3 asfrat F o 9@ et F
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e Pakistan’s Education Minister Khalid Magbool Siddiqui said the Taliban
government in Afghanistan has been invited to attend, although Islamabad has not
received aresponse.
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Neeraj named best male javelin
thrower by Track and Field News

Neeraj named best male
javelin thrower by Track
and Field News
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Neeraj Chopra Named Best Male Javelin
Thrower in 2024
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Neeraj Chopra has been named the best male javelin thrower in the
world in 2024 by ‘Track and Field News’. Neeraj, who was beaten by
Pakistan’s Arshad Nadeem for the Olympic gold medal in August last
year, pipped two-time world champion Anderson Peters of Grenada
for the top spot in the 2024 rankings published by the magazine.

. Neeraj Chopra has been named the best
male javelin thrower in the world in 2024 by
‘Track and Field News’.
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e Neeraj, who was beaten by Pakistan’s Arshad Nadeem for the Olympic gold medal

in August last year, pipped two-time world champion Anderson Peters of Grenada
for the top spot in the 2024 rankings published by the magazine.
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