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The historian must note that the past has many layers

GS Paper I: Histo
p ry

responsibility to bring knowledge of the past

back to life academically for which a rigorous
training in the norms and the methods of the
discipline is imparted in institutions like
universities. The discipline requires the historian
to imbibe its basic premises: evidence is the
primary basis of one’s research; each statement
must be supported by evidence which itself has to
undergo a critical evaluation for its authenticity,
its proximity to the event or phenomenon under
review, and its context and compatibility with
other bits of evidence which might be
corroborative or contradictory. The inferences
drawn from the evidence must conform to the
test of reason rather than providence or any
explanation outside the realm of reason.

l tis of course the historian’s professional

The other layers
So far so good. But the past has other layers not
susceptible to evidence from the archives, texts,
manuscripts or archaeology. One such layer is
memory not captured in texts, manuscripts,
documents or on the dug up field. It survives in
popular memories of events, persons and
happenings, often at variance with the accounts
given by professional history. The crucial
difference is that while the historian has
bestowed an image of a person, event or
phenomenon meticulously sticking to the
prescribed modes and methods of research,
popular memory is not bound by any such
constraints. It does not have to adduce empirical
evidence or even follow it up with an inference
that is subject to rational analysis. Yet, its power
as an image of the past remains undiminished.
Let us take some examples. Have we not heard
of Emperor Akbar’s court adorned with the nine
jewels (Nav Ratnas)? No one had in Akbar’s time.
The ones counted in the group of nine included
some fake ones, but the notion of Nav Ratnas is a
much later popular creation, perhaps not before
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what has been
habitually
dismissed
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the 18th century. It does not alter history very
much but lends some colour to the past. But
some other memories do alter history as well, a
little or drastically The story of Jodha Bai, for
instance. One can shout oneself hoarse, as
historians might, that there was no Jodha Bai in
Akbar’s harem and that Jahangir’s mother was
Harkha Bai, a princess of Amer, but Jodha Bai
does not disappear from sight.

But these memories are mere colourful
diversions from the rather dry narrative of
historical “facts’. There are others that have
proven to be far more powerful than the
historians’ version. The Babari masjid case is an
outstanding instance of this power.

The example of Ayodhya

Several historians, with help from archaeologists,
had argued during the 1980s that there was no
evidence of the existence of a Ram temple which
was demolished to construct the Babri Masjid.
Evidence from a large number of sources from
the 16th century on was unearthed to strengthen
the argument. The first authentic evidence of a
link between Lord Ram and the construction of
the masjid dates to 1822 in a Persian-language
court document which mentions a small platform
within the four walls surrounding the masjid as
Ram Janmasthan; although no temple is
mentioned but Sita Ki Rasoi is. A lot of accretion
to this bare mention occurs during the 19th
century — some violence is recorded as is the
intervention of the Awadh state.

Clearly, some sort of the memory of the
association of the site of the masjid with Lord
Ram had begun to grow, perhaps a few decades
before it got recorded in 1822, and a lot was
added on to it — some by its own evolution and
some by deliberate action.

In the end, the Supreme Court of India, in its
final judgement of 2019, put its stamp on the
historians’ evidence that no Ram temple, indeed

no temple of any kind was demolished in 1528 to
construct the masjid, and recorded the masjid’s
demolition on December 6, 1992 as a heinous
crime and recommended prosecution of those
guilty. Yet, going against its own finding, it gave
away the small piece of land where the masjid
stood for the construction of a Ram temple. In
the end, memory proved far more decisive than
‘history’.

On a holistic reconstruction

Historians have, in the pursuit of their
reconstruction of the past, insulated the memory
recorded in archives, texts documents and
archaeological data, from popular memory and
popular versions of history — which, in reality,
extend to an age, besides persons and events. A
holistic reconstruction of the past requires the
historian to concern herself with popular
memory as much as with archival data to
investigate the social/cultural/political context of
the origins of this memory, the process of its
evolution, including its manipulation for given
ends.

If history and social memory had been
evolving through their own dynamics in the past,
the present is a watershed moment when social
media has created a massive space for, on the one
hand, real common people’s intervention in
recollecting the past as well as for the grossest
distortions of both the historian’s version of the
past and inflicting similarly distorted versions of
memory.

Thus, today’s historian, the professional
custodian of the past, must engage with ‘facts’ as
much as with what she has habitually dismissed
as “fiction’ comprising the vast array of layers of
the past. She must treat these as historical data:
popular cultures of the past, gossip,
conversations, silences, absences... History
speaks most eloquently and consequentially only
when it speaks in its entirety.

The historian must note that the past has many layers

sTAe&R ) Ig &I IW@AT 1T fF dd A F$ W Xt
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The Historian's Responsibility and Training

sfagrer i e 3tk gfdrator

e |tis the historian’s professional responsibility to bring knowledge of the past back to life
academically, for which rigorous training in the norms and methods of the discipline is
imparted in institutions like universities.

g sfagr@eR I AR FFAERT § & a8 3did & AT FT 3FGAs &9 &
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o The discipline requires the historian to imbibe its basic premises: evidence is the
primary basis of one’s research; each statement must be supported by evidence, which

itself has to undergo a critical evaluation for its authenticity, its proximity to the
event, and its context and compatibility with other evidence.

$H 3ERIE & JHTaeTehall ¢ [ S{AeEaR sHS IS [Fetidl i 3eaard
FI&ET T & AT & TUTHS HTUR g, Tedsh 31 Sl 1T GaRT FATIA glar aIfge,
S 3T yATOTRdT, et & sTH! fAwedr, 31 3T aredl & @y 3T west 3R
Faf & fou galeteans Fedisa & JeRaT a1iRT|

 The inferences drawn from the evidence must conform to the test of reason rather than
providence or any explanation outside the realm of reason.

e @ Wiy 0 fosht  geftr s qdetor @ A @rer wifee, 7 {6 Sl Fara
forell 3 wHST O S gefe & &7 & e} &l

The Other Layers of the Past
T i 3T TS

e The past has other layers not susceptible to evidence from archives, texts, manuscripts,
or archaeology. One such layer is memory, not captured in texts, manuscripts,
documents, or on dug up field.

AT #T 3T W ¢ S HHAGEIR, 74T, igfaftat a1 Widea & 9iod aeg &
gHTTAT FET BTl TH Uk W g &, S 4, aisfaftdt, qrardst ar gars @ s
STET gehar ST

e Memory survives in popular memories of events, persons, and happenings, often at
variance with the accounts given by professional history.

wfa Al wfaat & Shfaa @ & S s, safFaat 3R geamsit #r g § o
3R qaR gfae garT fqu av faavor & et gt €

e The crucial difference is that while the historian has bestowed an image of a person,
event, or phenomenon sticking to prescribed methods of research, popular memory is
not bound by any such constraints.

FgcaquT IR TE § & el sfAgeR & v IfFa, gear a1 gear Hr ofy & &,
fruiRa e faftat & 3egar @i &, adt e i wpfer fonelr Ot amemsit & o gl
gl

e Popular memory does not have to adduce empirical evidence or follow it up with an
inference subject to rational analysis.

SIRAT THIT T AET Idd el AT 38 JEfU-fAevor & Iora & fow aea =gr
CURESI

e Yet, its power as an image of the past remains undiminished.

T off, ardfia A ofd & w7 # sudhr afFa aRafda & &
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Examples of Popular Memory

AR TS & JemeIor

The Nav Ratnas (Nine Jewels) in Emperor Akbar's court is an example. No one in
Akbar’s time referred to such a group. It was a much later popular creation, possibly not
before the 18th century.

HHTE HFaT & GER A At Tef 7 3G &1 Hhal & FAT A 1S o WF dAg &7
3ol gl T Tl qgwagﬁaﬁﬁmﬂ_dd g, ad: 184t I & uge
Rl

The notion of Nav Ratnas does not alter history much but adds color to the past.
sit Ieot &7 TaaR Sfaer #I SATET Seoldl el g, offehel 37did @l 9T ocll gl

Another example is the story of Jodha Bai. Historians might shout that there was no
Jodha Bai in Akbar’s harem, but she does not disappear from popular memory.

Teh 3R 3GIgX0T § ST 18 I Fgir| sSfAgadR I AR FAT Thd o [ Thel I
BUH H IS e ar$ AT o, Afhet a8 A wfa @ ame w7 g

The Babri Masjid Case
aredt AfESE ATHET

The Babri Masjid case is an outstanding instance of the power of popular memory.

Tl ARSIE AT AT TAIT HT ATFT T Th THE 3eT0T B

Several historians, with help from archaeologists, argued in the 1980s that there was no
evidence of the existence of a Ram temple demolished to construct the Babri Masjid.

Fs sfeaRl o, [WdTaal $1 AGE §, 1980 F & H TG o hdT [ TH AT H
3TEAcT FT DS T8 Tgl AT, T 16l ARG 97 & v eava Far amar am|

Evidence from a large number of sources from the 16th century was unearthed to
strengthen the argument.

168 T & F$ Al ¥ W THT KU 70 &, OifF 38 aF 1 A & S Tl

The first authentic evidence of a link between Lord Ram and the construction of the
masjid dates to 1822 in a Persian-language court document.

AT A 3R ARG & AT F 9T T FI FT gger WHIOS A8 1822 H TH
BRAT HET & FATGT gEddst A Ferar gl

The Supreme Court of India, in its final judgment of 2019, agreed with historians'
evidence that no Ram temple was demolished in 1528 to build the masjid.

RT & Fafed AT o 2019 & 39 3ifasr thaer 7 sfagmeRt & ey 4
HgAfa c¥ed 1 & 1528 F IS TH AT ea¥a 87 fhar I ar, arfes AfEsle 915
ST T |

The court also recorded the masjid’s demolition on December 6, 1992 as a heinous
crime and recommended prosecution of those guilty.
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37ETaId o 6 fRHeT 1992 &Y ARSI & €a€d g & Ueh fAlar 3oy Jer 3R vt
F f@arw 3fRASTT Hr wrer

Despite its own finding, the court allowed the land where the masjid stood to be used for
the construction of a Ram temple.

HYAT S & S1G9[G, 3feTeld o ARSG & Wsgl W A Al AT & faw e &
SEATT el T AT &

In the end, memory proved far more decisive than 'history'.

3 #, TS e & B 3 Wl e

Holistic Reconstruction of the Past

I 1 FHY qAfAATT

Historians have, in their pursuit of reconstructing the past, insulated the memory
recorded in archives, texts, documents, and archaeological data, from popular memory
and popular versions of history.

STAgTERT o, 3Tchid & JATHATT S Gishar &, FfAAEHER, IT, g&ardst 3R
Rclicaes 3¢ # gof FTHIA 1 lenod TAfT 3R o sfaga & FERol & 37e09T

a fear gl

Holistic Reconstruction of the Past

i &1 FHY gaAfaAAvor

A holistic reconstruction of the past requires the historian to concern herself with
popular memory as much as with archival data to investigate the social, cultural, and
political context of the origins of this memory.

3T T FAIT JAATTT STAEHAR F qg 37987 AT & 6 a5 AT wyfa F -
Y HRAET 3T W &1 &, dAlfh 38 T dr 3cufar & wmenfors, wiegfas, 3K
Ui W & /T HT ST TH

The historian must also consider the process of evolution of the memory, including its
manipulation for given ends.

sfagraaR &1 T & fawra A gfrar ov o faaR e =niee, foee sas AuiRa
3egedl & o gT-T o enfdrer g

Impact of Social Media

gATSE Hf2ar &1 g

If history and social memory had been evolving through their own dynamics in the past,
the present is a watershed moment when social media has created a massive space
for, on one hand, real common people’s intervention in recollecting the past and on the
other hand, for the grossest distortions of both the historian’s version of the past and
inflicting similarly distorted versions of memory.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

ofe sfaera 3R awfo Ffa srdha & sroeh aifaeferanst & Areaw & et &
W of, O AT Ush Agcaqul &1 § Sid WiHATiorR #f3AT A U faRiTer T e e
&, S8 T 3R aRdfas A Al B gEaRT ¥ el B R § ag w3k
a3 sfagraaR & hd & FERoT AR A & fAahd &R0l A 3cued
& for @@ a3 Refadt & v o s s g

The Role of the Historian Today
IS & gfagrasr A fAFT

Today’s historian, the professional custodian of the past, must engage with facts as
much as with what she has habitually dismissed as fiction, comprising the vast array of
layers of the past.

TS 7 SRR, St 3rdlid T INGT TETF &, 1 a2dl & qra-grey 39 ool & off
ST BT TSI 38 HHAI: Fedqal s &9 & TRl fham 8, S 31l i ozt &
faemmer @ 1 AR T &

She must treat these as historical data: popular cultures of the past, gossip,
conversations, silences, and absences.

39 3ot VfAEIf® SeTd 9 F A AT 37clid @ i @¥pfadn, Twer,
aradd, A, 3R A-AleEat

History Speaks Most Eloquently When It Speaks in Its Entirety
sfaeTT ¥ad YU a9 Saar § 9 I§ 39 FEqoiar F Siedr 8

History speaks most eloguently and consequentially only when it speaks in its entirety.

STdery Had TN 3N IRUMHASRT dF Sl § 519 T8 3Ye @Fqrdr 7 deran g

Queen Sembiyan was the real founder

of the Chola Empire, says Kanisetti

S Paper I: Medieval
History

CHENNAI

In his contentions on the
components of the Chola
Empire and the elements
that made it great, public
historian Anirudh Kaniset-
ti argued that Chola queen
Sembiyan Mahadevi, in
many ways, was the “real
founder” of the Chola
Empire.

In a conversation with
author Ashwitha Jayaku-
mar during the session
“The mighty Cholas” at the
Lit for Life, Mr. Kanisetti
said if not for the queen
Sembiyan Mahadevi,

Queen Sembiyan
was the real founder
of the Chola Empire,
says Kanisetti

T AfFTaT A
AHATST AT AT

-— -

a very important part of
the public persona.

“I am willing to argue
that Sembiyan Mahadevi,
in many ways, is the real
founder of the Chola Em-
pire, as we know it, be-
cause she builds this popu-
lar support, she builds this
tax base and that is what
enables her grand nephew
Rajaraja Chola to go out on
these extraordinary cam-
paigns of conquests,” he
said, pointing out from his-
torical records on how one

HE HINDI

Royal musings: Anirudh Kanisetti, right, in conversation with
Ashwitha Jayakumar at Lit For Life. B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

“there would not have

been the Chola Empire”.
Elaborating on how she

patronised temples and

built popular support for
the Chola Empire, Mr. Kan-
isetti said the queen clearly
saw temple construction as

could notice that there
were not any royals before
her, especially in the Chola
family.

FEd §
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Chola Empire and Queen Sembiyan Mahadevi

T AT 3R T AFT Aged

e Public historian Anirudh Kanisetti argued that Chola queen Sembiyan Mahadevi was,
in many ways, the “real founder” of the Chola Empire.

graafae sfderasr favey FNAA A aF fFar & A e i T drdgT
AgRA g Il ¥ "arEafas eI o
o During a conversation with author Ashwitha Jayakumar in the session “The mighty

Cholas” at the Lit for Life, Mr. Kanisetti stated that without queen Sembiyan
Mahadevi, “there would not have been the Chola Empire.”

AfWHT HTRAAT SIFFAR & AT "The mighty Cholas" @F H Lit for Life & s wafray
T gl o Telt Qe Agedt & =T, “aver WS S8 g’

e He elaborated on how the queen patronised temples and built popular support for
the Chola Empire.

3egisl ar T % T S FO ARY F yafea R ik ae e §F v awlkT
AT T

o Mr. Kanisetti emphasized that the queen clearly saw temple construction as a very
important part of her public persona.

aﬁaﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁéﬁm%ﬁﬁﬁmmaﬁmmaﬁwww
HAgcaquT fgEar A

e He argued that Sembiyan Mahadevi was, in many ways, the real founder of the Chola
Empire because she built popular support and created a tax base, which enabled her
grand nephew, Rajaraja Chola, to carry out extraordinary conquests.

Jgial do fRaT i AFdae AgedY 3 dll A Al HeT 6T adfas GEgas oA
Fifh 3ol AT FHYA 137 3R FT R TG fohar, Taa 39 a1,
TSITST Al T 3R [T RIS & 3H e F geTd T3]

e He pointed out from historical records that before her, there were no royals, especially
in the Chola family.

3ogiel UfgIifer 3feldl & Ig Hehd 6T foh 3o Ugel Mo o1dl &, 999 &0 & drer aRar
A

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper Il: Polity, Governance, and International
Relations)

1. A surge in radical governments, the hope of democracy
| FEeTqdT TIHRT H 3BT, AlhdT HT AT
2. Pyrrhic peace / UrsR& enfa
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3. Recasting insolvency resolution / fearferardst AT F1
AN ST

9

4. What did the ILO report state about international
migrants? / ARTSAT arfAAT & aRk & Isvast 1 Rl
A FAT Fgr AT 82

5. Liberalism and Hinduism are totally compatible, says
Shashi Tharoor /3gRare 3R fRg 3t qft avg & wara ¢,
AR I Fgd &

6. Evidence collection in Kaleshwaram probe in final phase
| FTREAIA SATT A AIET helol HfAH a7 A

7. Modi-Trump meet on Jaishankar’s 5-point agenda /
FGAHT & 5 T Tois W A-ET AT FeAThrd
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Islamic radical group were to seize
power by force, then the world will be
willing to legitimise it and forgive its
past deeds. But till the time such a group does not
capture power, it will either be fought tooth and
nail and/or treated like an enemy.

We had Afghanistan in 2021. We now have
Syria in 2024.

When the Taliban captured power on August
15, 2021, 13 members of the United States troops
were killed in an Islamic State (IS) suicide attack,
and $7.1 billion worth of U.S. weaponry was left
behind in Afghanistan. However, the U.S. and the
West as well as China and Russia bent backwards
to work with the Taliban. The West justified this
by saying that this would wean the Taliban away
from supporting terrorism and help in the
protection of women’s and minorities’ rights.
They talked about “inclusive government” but
democracy was not uppermost in their minds.
The then UN Special Representative to
Afghanistan, Deborah Lyons, even told the United
Nations Security Council (UNSC) that the Taliban
was ‘misunderstood’.

Treated with kid gloves

The ultimate irony was how “karma” had come
full circle. In the days preceding the Taliban’s
capture of Afghanistan, the “Troika Plus”, of the
U.S., China and Russia with Pakistan, had tried to
coordinate their efforts in Afghanistan to keep
India completely out and ignore our vital
interests. In the UNSC, even an innocuous
reference to the Heart of Asia Conference on
Afghanistan was deleted from the draft statement
because India was one of the countries attending
it.

But when the events of August 2021 unfolded,
India was the president of UNSC that month. Any
text or resolution required India’s concurrence.
When UNSC Resolution 2593, after the Taliban
takeover, was passed on August 30, India left its
imprint particularly in the paragraph relating to
Afghan soil not being used for terrorist activities.
The express reference to terrorists and terrorist
organisations in the UNSC Resolution 1267
sanctions list was inserted at India’s behest,
where it coordinated closely with the U.S. side.
This was necessary to remove any ambiguity
about Pakistani terrorist organisations associated
with the ISIL (Daesh) and al-Qaeda, including the
Lashkar-e-Taiba and the Jaish-e-Mohammed —
listed in 1267 — from using Afghan soil to launch
terrorist attacks on India.

In December 2021, the UNSC allowed the
Taliban to get donor money directly into its
coffers. With no political will among the P-5 or
the West to demand accountability for
implementing UNSCR 2593, the Taliban soon
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The last thing
India needs is
the revival of
Islamic
radicalism in
Bangladesh

denied girls school education, imposed
restrictions on women, and stopped all moves for
an inclusive government. Now, the world looks
the other way.

Now, Syria and Bangladesh

And now Syria in 2024, We have just witnessed a
radical Islamic leader Abu Muhammad al-Jolani
or Ahmed al-Shaara of the Hay’at Tahrir Al-Sham
(HTS) seize power, culminating in the toppling of
Syrian President Bashar al-Assad. Al-Jolani was
earlier leader of the al Qaeda in the region, with
links to international terror groups. His radical
outfit, the HTS, which was earlier an al Qaeda
wing in Syria called the Jabhat al-Nusra, still
features in the U.S. State Department list of terror
groups. Mirroring what they did with the Taliban,
the U.S. and the West have lined up behind the
HTS and its leader. The first move of the U.S. was
to remove the bounty of $10 million on al-Jolani’s
head for his capture. Capturing power can help
evade capture also.

This is wonderful news for Islamic terrorists
and extremist groups gaining ground, especially
in Africa such as in Mali, and adopting IS and al
Qaeda techniques to topple governments. But the
world is preoccupied with Ukraine and West Asia.
Now, India has a situation brewing closer to
home, in Bangladesh.

Even if the collapse of the elected government
in Bangladesh has been largely due to an
autocratic government stifling democratic forces
and losing the plot, under the guise of supporting
regime change, the U.S. clearly downplayed the
interests of its “strategic” partner India. It is
propping up the interim military-led government
of Muhammad Yunus, which is seen as tolerating,
even encouraging, Islamic radical groups in
Bangladesh and is a threat to its minorities. The
last thing India needs is the revival of Islamic
radicalism in Bangladesh, where the last 16 years
have seen the two countries and its peoples come
closer in a variety of ways for mutual benefit.

When Sheikh Hasina and the Awami League
came to power in 2008, it was seen as free and
fair elections with a cleaned-up electoral list and
the Bangladesh Army staying on the sidelines.
The people overwhelmingly rejected the violent
past of the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) of
Khaleda Zia and their Islamic radical partners
such as the Jamaat-e-Islami. Just when one
thought that the Jamaat-e-Islami stood discredited
for siding with Pakistan in the 1971 war and
rejected by the people of Bangladesh for causing
mayhem and disrupting lives, the popular
student protests of 2024 and the ensuing military
coup have given them a fresh lease of life.

While there is no doubt that the Ansarullah
Bangla Team (ABT) — affiliated to the Al Qaeda in
the Indian Subcontinent (AQIS), the

Jamaat-e-Islami and its student wing, the Islami
Chhatra Shibir, the Hefazat-e-Islam, the Jagrata
Muslim Janata Bangladesh (JMJB) and the Islamic
State-Khorasan Province (ISKP) have taken
advantage of the situation, it is not as if the
people of Bangladesh have embraced them
wholeheartedly. Consequently, these radical
groups have tried to shore up support for their
extremist ideologies by attacking the minority
communities, forcing the interim government to
release Islamic extremists from prison (such as
like Jashimuddin Rahmani, head of the ABT), and
adopting shrill anti-India rhetoric, conflating the
dismantling of Sheikh Hasina’s legacy with
attacks on India. India should be careful not to
fall into this trap.

Religious hate has been on the rise around the
world. It was when this writer was India’s
Permanent Representative to the UN that India
brought up, for the first time, in 2021-2022, the
rise of religiophobia against non-Abrahamic
religions, including against Hindus, Sikhs and
Buddhists. India condemned all forms of religious
hate, whether in the U.S. and the West or in
Bangladesh and the neighbourhood. While India
may have taken its eye off the ball when it came
to the Sheikh Hasina government, it cannot
ignore Islamic extremism again rearing its head in
Bangladesh and posing renewed danger to India’s
national security — something which New Delhi
successfully prevented over the last 16 years.

The larger picture

However, for both sides to view the unfolding
events purely through a religious lens — be it an
Islamic lens or Hindu lens — would be a mistake.
This has been counterproductive before and will
be so now. In fact, Islamic radicals are baiting
India, and, unfortunately, so are the officials who
have been appointed as advisers to Mr. Yunus,
precisely to polarise forces within their own
country. On the other hand, India has the larger
perspective in mind to protect its bilateral
relations from damage. It has reiterated its
readiness to do business with the interim
government. India has removed most irritants in
its bilateral relations in the last two decades,
except maybe for the sharing of Teesta river
waters. What is forgotten is that when Bangladesh
Rifles (BDR) revolted in February 2009, just after
the first clean elections of Bangladesh in
December 2008, it was India which gave its rock
solid support to the newly-elected government
and helped save democracy.

It is in Bangladesh’s own interest that this
military coup does not translate into an Islamic
coup and goes the way of Syria or Afghanistan.
The silver lining is that, having tasted the power
of democracy in 2008, and now in 2024, it will be
difficult to put the clock back.

A surge in radical governments, the hope of democracy

Feeqdl AEHRT H 3BT, Avcdd ST 32
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e Onething seems fairly certain now. If an Islamic radical group were to seize power
by force, then the world will be willing to legitimise it and forgive its past deeds.
But till the time such a group does not capture power, it will either be fought tooth
and nail and/or treated like an enemy.

Teh I 319 HIHT §G deh fAfad Tl glcl g1 I g SEATfAe 3qamkr qog 9 4
AT O ISt Giel 8, of giardr 3@ Sear &9 3R 39 Irclla F Fedl F AT FI D
dIR g STwEl| Qe ST Tk CHT WHE HAT Gl Yehsdl, O o 39 I1 Al §¥ ald
¥ ST ST 3HR/AT AT T AE R fHA1 Sream|

¢ We had Afghanistan in 2021. We now have Syria in 2024.

AR U 2021 # AT AT| 3 AR 919 2024 H AIRATEI

e When the Taliban captured power on August 15, 2021, 13 members of the United
States troops were killed in an Islamic State (IS) suicide attack, and $7.1 billion
worth of U.S. weaponry was left behind in Afghanistan. However, the U.S. and the
West as well as China and Russia bent backwards to work with the Taliban.

15 3IET 2021 T ST dlfeidlel of TAT 9 Fifael fhar, dd sEdi@A® e (I1S) &
MeAET gHer 7 13 AR VAT AR 17, 3R rpanforedrer 71 7.1 Rfdaer ster 7qex
1 3ANE AR ol ar 13| graife, 3R iR aRaw & grr-ar a3k swa
aIfSIETeT & AT FH T F AT g7 ToHa HfAer $)

e The West justified this by saying that this would wean the Taliban away from
supporting terrorism and help in the protection of women’s and minorities’ rights.

i o SHHT I FA yw%sﬂﬁmﬁmﬂﬁmﬁaﬁwﬁﬂaﬁﬁg
foar e 3R AfFenat A reTHETH F HAFRT B FRaT A Feg Fom|

e They talked about “inclusive government” but democracy was not uppermost in
their minds.

Seglel "TATRM EIFR" P a1d F, AfheT ANFaT 370 AT F TIH U Aer oT|

e Thethen UN Special Representative to Afghanistan, Deborah Lyons, even told the
United Nations Security Council (UNSC) that the Taliban was ‘misunderstood’.

dcehrellel §gFa e & 3w yfafafer, S9r amew @ d@gea ase geam aRwe
(UNSC) & Ig doh el Tob difeldlel &l ‘ITeld FHSAT 14T AT
e Treated with kid gloves

THAT ¥ S¥agR foRaT I

o In the days preceding the Taliban’s capture of Afghanistan, the “Troika Plus”, of
the U.S., China and Russia with Pakistan, had tried to coordinate their efforts in
Afghanistan to keep India completely out and ignore our vital interests.

arfeeTe & HBIMATATA T Feall aal & [l H, AN, AT IRTH & Ty
qIfFEAT FT “SIART TaH” o HINTATATT H AT ALY THeG AT el T FHITART
dr ofr arfer st it e ameY @1 A 3R AR Agcaqol Bl @ Aon3ferst
R SU|

e Inthe UNSC, even an innocuous reference to the Heart of Asia Conference on
Afghanistan was deleted from the draft statement because India was one of the
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countries attending it.

T TSg FR&T IR (UNSC) H, haMfaredrel W "g¢ 3% TR Fedee & Th
fAefy 3ccr@ % #dler 3T & ger f&ar = Fifh IR 37 et A & UH A1 S
T enfAer 8 | o

e But when the events of August 2021 unfolded, India was the president of UNSC
that month.

Afha J9 IIFT 2021 FT TSATT TTH TS, ARG 39 Helel UNSC FT TEJaT 27|
e Any text or resolution required India’s concurrence.
frell oY 9o a1 JEdTd I AR T AT I 3TaTehar oAl

e When UNSC Resolution 2593, after the Taliban takeover, was passed on August
30, India left its imprint particularly in the paragraph relating to Afghan soil not
being used for terrorist activities.

9 dIfeidied & ol & &6 UNSC 9FdTd 2593, 30 3 I 9TRd [haT I/, ar AR
o fIAY ®T A 38 IHeTeSE F A ST BIST THHH FRIAT ${fH 7 3T 3MTciRardy
Ifafafy & O J & 1 Iea@ AT

e The express reference to terrorists and terrorist organisations in the UNSC
Resolution 1267 sanctions list was inserted at India’s behest, where it coordinated
closely with the U.S. side.

UNSC 9EdTd 1267 H 3Tdehdiiedl 3R Tdehdlcl HITal T TASE ool HRA HT

STOT X STl 71T, STgT 3861 AN 987 & AT FleT Toeag |

e This was necessary to remove any ambiguity about Pakistani terrorist
organisations associated with the ISIL (Daesh) and al-Qaeda, including the
Lashkar-e-Taiba and the Jaish-e-Mohammed — listed in 1267 — from using
Afghan soil to launch terrorist attacks on India.

Ig 3TaRT AT IR ISIL (GTeRn) R rel-hrer & ST IIfherell Arcashardr Hersa,
SHH TeF-T-Agar 3R Sher-v-Agese MfAe § — S 1267 7 giaey § — 1 3waneT
A FT ITART FHleh HRA T JATcAharcl gH A & UHT ST Fehl

e In December 2021, the UNSC allowed the Taliban to get donor money directly into
its coffers.

feaT 2021 &, UNSC & arfereted Y @Y 379 I 7 gTeaehd i3 & 9T UIed et
At &

e With no political will among the P-5 or the West to demand accountability for
implementing UNSCR 2593, the Taliban soon denied girls school education,

imposed restrictions on women, and stopped all moves for an inclusive
government.

P-5 7 9f&# A UNSCR 2593 &I ofle] el o [oIT Faraegl Aol &l IS Aslellicieh
geonad g1 &Y, 3R difoereT 3 Sea & asfFal f Toer Rewar FHR T,
Afgeat W yfaeer omT, 3R gAY TWEHER F v gl Fear H A e

e Now, the world looks the other way

39, g gl W W @ R
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¢ Now, Syria and Bangladesh
e, iR 3l ST
e And now Syriain 2024. We have just witnessed a radical Islamic leader Abu

Muhammad al-Jolani or Ahmed al-Shaara of the Hay’at Tahrir Al-Sham (HTS) seize
power, culminating in the toppling of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad.

3 2024 F WRAT| gA 330 g7 & H I FeFAG HA-SAVelell IT IHGHG Iel-ART T
FAIT e Ie-AMA (HTS) & HRAT & Tegafay a2’ 3rer-3rdg 1 T g & |
Feoll Fd gU SW@T|

9
e Al-Jolani was earlier leader of the al Qaeda in the region, with links to international
terror groups.

A-SNAAT Ig $H 8T H H-FAAT FT AT AT, FR FARSHT AaHardr Fagt &
ST g3 ATl

e His radical outfit, the HTS, which was earlier an al Qaeda wing in Syria called the
Jabhat al-Nusra, still features in the U.S. State Department list of terror groups.
3WHT 3YATE WIS, HTS, St ggar AINAT F Irer-Fraer A ArEm Jagd HeA-Ja
Fgarar ar, 3t #ff U.S. State Department #Y 3Taaardr gl 1 ¥t 7 MfAe

e Mirroring what they did with the Taliban, the U.S. and the West have lined up
behind the HTS and its leader.

aﬁma%mm%mwm,aﬁraﬂq%gmaﬁﬁmaﬂ?qﬁawﬁmsaﬂtm
ar & 91 @sT 8@ AT g

e The first move of the U.S. was to remove the bounty of $10 million on al-Jolani’s
head for his capture.

HANET FT UgAT FeH Ig AT & -l T T & [T 396 10 AT stax i
s T UfRr ger &

e Capturing power can help evade capture also.
AT W Feoll HLTT9hs ¥ 94 7 3 #Ace T FhaT ¢l

e This is wonderful news for Islamic terrorists and extremist groups gaining ground,
especially in Africa such as in Mali, and adopting IS and al Qaeda techniques to
topple governments.

g SEATfAS Hawariedl 3T 3 FHEI & T AWER TR § it AhraT &, s
AT &, 1S 3 3T-FIRIST T Tehellehl T ITATR EHRT I BRI F HHAAE & @ &
e Buttheworld is preoccupied with Ukraine and West Asia.
QfeheT gforam et N afRersr TR A cuEd B
e Now, India has a situation brewing closer to home, in Bangladesh.
39, HRA & 9T SeTdRy & UHh ufa 3R @ 2

e Even if the collapse of the elected government in Bangladesh has been largely
due to an autocratic government stifling democratic forces and losing the plot,
under the guise of supporting regime change, the U.S. clearly downplayed the
interests of its “strategic” partner India.

el &1 STRCRT A Yl §3 TR I Uil HET T A Toh ARG FIHR & FHROT
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§31T%Sﬁoﬁchdiﬁqv cTehcll 1 Fuel TG A 3R wfenfas e @ W o, o
AN 7 TreAifas IRTdT & TATA FHI FGAT TATR I "IWIAAF" AR AR
F fal = TS ®U @ AoR3igeT |

e Itis propping up the interim military-led government of Muhammad Yunus, which
is seen as tolerating, even encouraging, Islamic radical groups in Bangladesh and
is athreat to its minorities.

Ig AGFAG JoAH & sicjed ATell HaReA VT TFR A FASA I T &, [ aramger
H SEATAF IAYAE WHGI h Hgel et R FgT o o 3o¢ grar &4 & & H q@r
ST 3T &, 3R I8 IRd & Weqdedsi & v T gl

o Thelast thing India needs is the revival of Islamic radicalism in Bangladesh,
where the last 16 years have seen the two countries and its peoples come closer
in a variety of ways for mutual benefit.

HI Y FRTATRN 7 FEANAF 3ATE & YolocdUTel & el T HIH TS 3aRIhT g,
SigT el 16 Arat & gt ¢ef 3R 3 ael o 3w & Yy aler & @Awear
AEHH H ¢

e When Sheikh Hasina and the Awami League came to power in 2008, it was seen as

free and fair elections with a cleaned-up electoral list and the Bangladesh Army
staying on the sidelines.

oI @ FHAT 3R Jmardr offar 3 2008 F G HaTe, O T/ Uk TAT IR forswar gea
& ® # @ 131, 6 Faes AdeRT Fdt 3 anereneer et AR W @d @

e The people overwhelmingly rejected the violent past of the Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) of Khaleda Zia and their Islamic radical partners such as the Jamaat-
e-Islami.

AR o Wiferer o fr sTarger Seefare gl (BNP) 3R 307 sranf@e 3aard)
AT S FTATT-U-ZFATHY & G0 3rdid &1 oy qgAd T Jer fear)

e Just when one thought that the Jamaat-e-Islami stood discredited for siding with
Pakistan in the 1971 war and rejected by the people of Bangladesh for causing
mayhem and disrupting lives, the popular student protests of 2024 and the
ensuing military coup have given them a fresh lease of life.

SIS IS Tg AT AT o FTATT-U-FFARA 1 1971 & Je¥ # Tfdhearet 7 el o &
HROT AR AT 3137 § 3R Sierenger & aer gan sgfaserar 3R g & Ruea &
HROT TIRS FT AT 77 &, A 2024 F AFAT o yeekal 31X 3@ o F A=
TEAIdT o 3¢ Tah a8 faigant g & 1

Ansarullah Bangla Team (ABT) and Affiliated Groups
3ATEEATE derell & (ABT) AR Hagy wHg

e The Ansarullah Bangla Team (ABT) is affiliated with multiple extremist organizations,
including Al Qaeda in the Indian Subcontinent (AQIS), Jamaat-e-Islami, Islami
Chhatra Shibir, Hefazat-e-Islam, Jagrata Muslim Janata Bangladesh (JMJB), and
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Islamic State-Khorasan Province (ISKP).

IHTEEATE STl S (ABT) &8 3IATT Tatastt & ST &, STt rer-amrer o1 & 3T
FIHIEae (AQIS), THTA-U-SEATHY, ST SET RN, RETSd-U-5FaT#, SIPREr
A Serar SR (JMIB) 3R 3FAAF Te-@RET Wid (ISKP) affe &

These groups are attempting to gain support for their extremist ideologies by targeting
minority communities, pressuring the interim government to release Islamic

extremists like Jashimuddin Rahmani, the head of ABT, and using anti-India
rhetoric.

4 FHE TN STAE REArRyriEt & v §HdT yod A & U serdeds geert
I AU o7 @ €, HaRA AR W gFarAr Jarfeat w1 Rer Fe & fow gara s
W & o 6 ABT & W@ SfReedler TeaTet 3K s Rt spmeramsit &1 3uier oy
w® &

India should be cautious and avoid falling into the trap of being manipulated by these
extremists.

HRA &l TG @l AT AR 37 AT GaRT a1l H HHA F T A1 0|

Religious Hate on the Rise

aTffs gom FT TG

In 2021-2022, India raised the issue of rising religiophobia against non-Abrahamic
religions like Hindus, Sikhs, and Buddhists at the UN.

2021-2022 #, R o T T # fig, R 3k e S s fas awi s
@ Sedl enfdie gom ar Hear 3or|

India condemned all forms of religious hate globally, whether it occurred in the U.S., the
West, or Bangladesh.

AR o Tad T 9 W0 TehR T enfdtes gom shr foier <1, =g ag 3AReT, afResr ar
qiTenger A gl

India had been successful in preventing the rise of Islamic extremism in Bangladesh for
the last 16 years.

TR WS 16 auT 7 J9aTcer H STAHT 39ATG & 3HR Fl Udhed H A%l @I AT

The Larger Perspective

faeqa feewior

Viewing the unfolding events purely through a religious lens, whether Islamic or
Hindu, would be a mistake and counterproductive.

AT &l Fhael UTfAF TRCHION ¥ ST, ITg a8 $EATHI &1 A7 g, T arercht 31
3THTAT B

Islamic radicals are attempting to provoke India, and some officials appointed as
advisers to Mr. Yunus are working to polarize forces within Bangladesh.

SEATH! 3IATEN AR FI 3HAL T HIAT F @ 8, 3 AT @ & FAGHR &
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0 A AgFd $o ISR T & ek AfFadt F gdiFd el H1 FH A I
gl

India has maintained its focus on protecting bilateral relations with Bangladesh,
removing most irritants except the Teesta river water sharing issue.

AR o T & @y gfavefir et 1 giata t@e W e Siod fhar g, 3R

foear &Y ST AT FA & g H BISHL TR IRAT @l ger e gl

India supported the newly-elected Bangladesh government during the 2009 BDR revolt,
helping to save democracy.

AT & 2009 fINIR RAElE & ST A9-FaRa ey TWER &1 GATT R,
ST ANddT H SO H HAce H|

Importance of Preventing an Islamic Coup in Bangladesh

TR #H ST gl F VFaA F1 FAgea

Itis in Bangladesh'’s interest that the military coup does not transform into an Islamic
coup like in Syria or Afghanistan.

gieeee & fed # & 6 I8 @ fage @iRar a1 sremfasas i o seamd Rgie 7
T dcol|

The silver lining is that after experiencing democracy in 2008 and 2024, it will be
difficult for Bangladesh to reverse its progress.

ol X@T € & o 2008 3R 2024 & elihdT &I 3qe7d A & dle, ooy & fow
YA YA Y ToIeaAT HideT gl
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A united administration under the
Palestinian Authority must be in place

fter 15 months of war, which saw the
A deaths of tens of thousands of people, the
destruction of much of Gaza and multiple
rounds of painstaking negotiations, Hamas and
Israel have agreed to a ceasefire. As soon as the
news was out, thousands ventured out on the
streets in Gaza, hoping that the daily bombard-
ment and shelling would come to an end. Uncer-
tainty still lingered, but both sides resolved their
last-minute differences over details about Israel’s
partial withdrawal from Gaza and the names of
the hostages to be released on day one and the
ceasefire came into force on Sunday. This is not a
permanent end to the war. But given the violence
that Israel and Gaza have witnessed since Octob-
er 7, 2023, even a pause in the war is a great relief,
especially for Gaza’s 2.3 million Palestinians. The
agreement is expected to be implemented in
three phases. In the first phase, Hamas will re-
lease 33 hostages, while Israel will release about
1,000 Palestinian security prisoners. The second
phase would see more exchanges of hostages and
prisoners and both sides are required to an-
nounce a permanent end to the hostilities. The
third phase will involve discussions on the ‘day
after’, including who should be in charge of Gaza.
As of now, both sides stay focused on phase
one. Trouble could arise when negotiations for
the next phases begin. When Israel launched the
war, it set two objectives for itself — the destruc-
tion of Hamas and the release of hostages. In 15
months of war, Israel has degraded Hamas’s mil-
itant infrastructure, but the group has survived
and reinvented itself as an insurgency. According
to Antony Blinken, the outgoing U.S. Secretary of
State, Hamas recruited as many fighters as it had
lost during the war. Israel’s inability to destroy
Hamas or secure the release of the hostages
through the offensive raises serious questions
about the IDF’s military tactics in Gaza. This
could probably be one of the factors that per-
suaded Benjamin Netanyahu to accept the cease-
fire. But he has not committed to bringing the
war to an end. Hamas, on the other side, de-
mands a complete withdrawal of Israel from Ga-
za. Despite the possible roadblocks, the fact that
a ceasefire came into force is welcome news. It
provides a desperately needed relief for Gaza and
a platform to build further talks. Israel, Palesti-
nians as well as the international mediators
should now work towards bridging the gaps in
the post-war scenario. Israel will not accept a sit-
uation that would leave Hamas as a ruling force in
Gaza. A more pragmatic solution is to form a un-
ited administration of all Palestinian factions un-
der the leadership of the internationally recog-
nised Palestinian Authority, and then shift the
focus towards the reconstruction of Gaza. But for
this plan to work and peace to prevail, Israel
should be ready to withdraw all its troops from
the Gaza Strip.
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Pyrrhic peace

gqrs& enfa
A united administration under the Palestinian Authority must
bein place

fefaediel wftaor & dea vF wgFd e TR g
aifew

Ceasefire Agreement Between Hamas and Israel

A 3R soREa ¥ T gu¥ Ay gaslar

. After 15 months of war, which led to the deaths of tens of
thousands, the destruction of much of Gaza, and multiple rounds of
negotiations, Hamas and Israel have agreed to a ceasefire.

15 AAA & Jeu & 1, FoTHH §&IRI AT AR 7T, A T g a1 e
ase g I, 3R % ek Fr aranit & 9, A 3R soREd o guy
s X ggAfa sgaFa $

. As soon as the news was out, thousands ventured out on the
streets in Gaza, hoping the daily bombardment and shelling would come
to an end.

S & W SEY 377S, AR AT AT BT FSH G 3T AT, Tg 3FAG
R §T & AT Y FAS AR IMer-ar6e H Ao Ted g1 Sreah|

. Uncertainty still lingered, but both sides resolved their last-minute
differences over details about Israel’s partial withdrawal from Gaza and
the names of the hostages to be released on day one, and the ceasefire
came into force on Sunday.

TARTAT 370 ol ool g5 oM, Afeher alell wadt o Mo & gorrse A
3fAF aradT 3R gger T et Strenl I BIST S0, 3o7ah ATAT HI
AT AT AeTe & AqHel 1 Forsn foram, 3R W 1 duy faws
Te] g1 9|

. This is not a permanent end to the war, but given the violence

Israel and Gaza have witnessed since October 7, 2023, even a pause in
the war is a great relief, especially for Gaza’'s 2.3 million Palestinians.

g Jeol 1 TR 37 g1 &, Afohet 7 HFgay 2023 ¥ FoRIge 3R IS
A S R §S &, 30 4T gV, Ge¥ H U TR S U 99 e &,
Y & & e & 2.3 fAfewe fefaedst de & oo

Implementation of the Ceasefire in Phases

Y QA &1 =IO # Faeaad
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The agreement is expected to be implemented in three phases.
THST & hdTeadsT &1 3FHIG diel TRON H &I 3T @r 8

In the first phase, Hamas will release 33 hostages, while Israel will release about 1,000
Palestinian security prisoners.

Uge TRUT H, AT 33 FErh o RET T, STelfeh Forrger oferstar 1,000 feforecielt geam
afeat 1 Rer Ham)

The second phase will involve more exchanges of hostages and prisoners, and both
sides are required to announce a permanent end to the hostilities.

qER T A IR Hfw S 3R FE e-derT gier, 3R arr gl wr guy
TR AT T 9IvoT FHeAr gref|

The third phase will involve discussions on the ‘day after’, including who should be in
charge of Gaza.

Y T 7 IRT e W =t gl o g I8 au Far S o e i gy Sl
gram|

As of now, both sides stay focused on phase one. Trouble could arise when negotiations
for the next phases begin.

39 deh, ekl a7 ggel TRUT R €T higd X @ §1 3P ol & fAv ardh 4« g
W FHEAN 3cewT g1 Fehell |

Israel’s Objectives and Hamas’s Survival

SIS & 357 IR FAE & ST @

When Israel launched the war, it set two objectives for itself — the destruction of
Hamas and the release of hostages.

SIS SoRTSel & Jor Y& foharr, Al 38 39a ToIT & 3eeRT T v - g &1 femer
3R Tt Fr RErs|

In 15 months of war, Israel has degraded Hamas’s militant infrastructure, but the group
has survived and reinvented itself as an insurgency.

15 A & Jeur H, SoRISc o GATH T 3IAIET AT T HHAIN foham, dAfehet T8
g Sifad @1 3R ge & th fRAgle & &7 & e @ el form

According to Antony Blinken, the outgoing U.S. Secretary of State, Hamas recruited
as many fighters as it had lost during the war.

veH! fude, 3R fader wf¥E, & 3ER, g1EE & 3da € Jt Hcdl U o &
3 ¥l & GRIeT @ fqu

Israel’s inability to destroy Hamas or secure the release of the hostages through the
offensive raises serious questions about the IDF’s military tactics in Gaza.

ETHTH 1 7S¢ il IT el T RES GARTT el # SoRST T gAY, s H
IDF & ¥+ Toreifaal ©X iR Farer 3ardr §l

This could probably be one of the factors that persuaded Benjamin Netanyahu to
accept the ceasefire.
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WQMW¢|<U|ﬁH¢d|%mﬁmﬁmﬁﬁaﬁﬁwmﬁwm$
T H=TaT|

Hamas’s Demands and Post-War Plans

g Y AT R geueR st

Hamas, on the other hand, demands a complete withdrawal of Israel from Gaza.
a3, BTATH ST & SIS 1 qOF JraHY &y AT I gl

Despite the possible roadblocks, the fact that a ceasefire came into force is welcome
news.

T 3l & dracle, I8 2 f H@uy A o) g I, w@erd A9 T Bl
It provides desperately needed relief for Gaza and a platform to build further talks.

Ig ST & T 3™ 39T Tgd Yeld Ham g 3T 316 &Y aransit & fow s
HT JUR T B

Israel, Palestinians, as well as the international mediators should now work towards
bridging the gaps in the post-war scenario.

e gorrsd, fsfaredielt 3R aisdar Feawyt 1 gl aReey # sl @ gea &
f&em 7 A AT AT
Israel will not accept a situation that would leave Hamas as a ruling force in Gaza.

SoRTSH 39 RUTT & THHR 16T N TS §IART IS H TS §of & & H Tl
wl

A more pragmatic solution is to form a united administration of all Palestinian factions
under the leadership of the internationally recognized Palestinian Authority, and then
shift the focus towards the reconstruction of Gaza.

T 3 chTagiRes FATU Ig & b qefy Refaecliel et 1 v Threhc wRmerst
HAWSET TR R AIAT e fbfareediall wfewor & dqgea & aaran o, 3R
AT F YATAAOT T AT g fham v

But for this plan to work and peace to prevalil, Israel should be ready to withdraw all its
troops from the Gaza Strip.

oAfehel 38 ATl H A o 3R eaifa Tafa F & T, soRisa #i ame 9 a
3T T AT A9 o & T IR g anfeul
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Recasting insolvency resolution

GS Paper Il: Banking
SysGS tem

Bankruptcy Code, 2016

(IBC) is one of India’s

most significant
economic reforms, introduced to
address the challenges of
insolvency resolution in a
structured and time-bound
manner.

At the time of its introduction,
the IBC was seen as an important
tool that would help India’s
standing in the business world and
bring bad borrowers and big
defaulters to book. Yet, as the law
matured, certain issues have
cropped up that demand
attention, particularly regarding
institutional capacity and
procedural efficiency. The recent
Supreme Court of India judgment
in Jet Airways (State Bank of India
& Ors. vs The Consortium of Mr.
Murari Lal Jalan and Mr. Florian
Fritsch & Anr.) has laid bare the
many structural infirmities that
are plaguing India’s insolvency
regime.

A double burden
The effective implementation of
the Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Code (IBC) hinges on the
performance of the National
Company Law Tribunal (NCLT)
and its appellate body, the
National Company Law Appellate
Tribunal (NCLAT). These tribunals
face the dual burden of handling
corporate insolvencies under the
IBC and cases under the
Companies Act. This institutional
architecture, however, suffers
from what might be termed
“temporal disjunction”.
Conceived in 1999 based on the
Eradi Committee’s
recommendations and
operationalised in 2016, the
NCLT’s structure reflects the
economic realities of a bygone era,
leaving it ill-equipped to meet
contemporary demands. With a
sanctioned strength of 63
members — many of whom divide
their time across multiple benches
— the NCLT has become a
bottleneck for insolvency
resolutions and corporate
transactions such as mergers and
amalgamations.
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The Jet Airways
case is one
example of the
many structural
infirmities
affecting India’s
insolvency
regime

Compounding the issue, several
NCLT benches do not operate for
the full working day, even when
not tasked with handling cases
from other benches.

As aresult, delays have
worsened. According to the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board
of India (IBBI), the average time
for insolvency resolutions
increased to 716 days in
FY2023-24, up from 654 days in
FY2022-23. This is despite the
Supreme Court’s repeated calls for
adherence to the specific timelines
provided in IBC, including in the
Jet Airways case, where the Court
has stated that the
“NCLTs/NCLATs need to be
sensitised of not exercising their
judicial discretion in extending the
timelines...in such a way that it
may make the Code lose its
effectiveness thereby rendering it
obsolete”.

The need for domain expertise
The current framework’s
deficiencies are manifest across
other dimensions. What stands
out the most is the qualitative
dimension of institutional
capacity. The current method of
appointment ignores the need for
domain experience. As the Court
noted in the Jet Airways case,
“Members often lack the domain
knowledge required to appreciate
the nuanced complexities involved
in high-stakes insolvency
matters...”. This creates a paradox
where an institution tasked with
resolving complex cases is
hindered by a lack of specialised
knowledge.

However, the problems run
deeper than capacity limitations.
There is also the bureaucratic
labyrinth. There is no effective
system in place before the NCLTs
for urgent listings. And as noted by
the Supreme Court, the staff of the
Registry is given wide powers to
list or not to list a particular
matter. Perhaps most troubling is
what the Court has termed a
“growing tendency” among NCLT
and NCLAT members to ignore or
defy its orders, which threatens
the very foundation of India’s
judicial hierarchy.

This is not merely about
institutional efficiency. It is about
institutional integrity.

Sparse use of alternatives

The procedural framework further
exacerbates these constraints. The
requirement for a mandatory
hearing for all applications
including for progress reports,
which is not in any way necessary
from the standpoint of natural
justice, results in considerable
delays. The limited use of
alternative dispute settlement
methods adds to the problems of
an already overworked system.

Various jurisdictions across the
globe contend with similar
challenges pertaining to
institutional capacity and
procedural efficiency.
Nevertheless, the magnitude of
India’s scale, its endemic
corruption and its economic
ambitions necessitate solutions
that transcend mere incremental
enhancements. The recent reform
proposals, including the initiative
for mandatory mediation prior to
the submission of insolvency
applications, present a degree of
optimism.

Further, there needs to be a
hybrid model that values judicial
experience and domain expertise.
Also, the time is ripe for
procedural innovations that go
beyond piecemeal changes. The
creation of specialised benches for
different categories of cases could
enhance both efficiency and
expertise and ensure that mergers
and amalgamations are cleared in
time.

Pertinently, infrastructure must
not remain an afterthought.
Adequate courtrooms and a
qualified, permanent support staff
are critical to sustaining these
institutions within the broader
economic framework. Above all,
India’s insolvency regime must
evolve beyond mere debt
resolution to serve as a proactive
driver of economic rejuvenation,
especially as the country aims to
attract greater foreign investment.
At this very important point in
time, the choice is clear. The time
for a bold reimagining is now.
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Recasting insolvency resolution

farferaraer waTeET F Ieetes

The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016 (IBC) featferardsr 3R #or 3ewaer ®fear, 2016
(IBC)

e TheInsolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC), 2016 is one of India’s most significant
economic reforms, aimed at addressing insolvency resolution in a structured and
time-bound manner.

Ranfeamsr 3l #or 3@ |@RAT (1BC), 2016 HRA &I U FAgeaqul e FUR §,
forae 3egea Rafoams gam= # @R 3R Frgaqy a8 & goser ¢

o At the time of its introduction, the IBC was seen as a tool that would help India’s
standing in the business world and bring bad borrowers and big defaulters to
book.

SH U Fd TAY, IBC A ART T ARE BIfT 1 dga¥ a0 31K @
SYREAi 3R 93 Boleccd FI BT FF F U TUF & &7 & @1 3137 AT

o As the law matured, certain issues related to institutional capacity and procedural
efficiency have arisen.

S-S g hIeleT IRUFT GHT, FEAFTA &TAT AR ITHATcHS goTel & TOd F
JATAT THA 375 ¢

e The recent Supreme Court judgment in Jet Airways has exposed the structural
infirmities in India’s insolvency regime.

grel & # Tl FIE &1 A0y ST wa@s A # AR & fearfoame arde A
TAATCHS HHASIRAT HI 39PR fHaAT &

A Double Burden & gl FaeY

e The effective implementation of IBC depends on the performance of the National
Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) and its appellate body, National Company Law
Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT).

IBC & GTdT hdieadel & AR AeeTe wuelt df fEegerer (NCLT) 3R 56 woale
fesgarar (NCLAT) 1 waeie X

e These tribunals handle both corporate insolvencies under IBC and cases under the
Companies Act, leading to a dual burden.

I fesgstel IBC & dga @raRe farforamas 3K sl sfafaas & gga amal &
fAgerT = g, T el GFaery i &1

e The NCLT's structure, operationalized in 2016, reflects economic realities of an earlier
era, making it ill-equipped to handle modern demands.

NCLT &¥ GI==T, Sit 2016 & feranfead @,qﬁﬁaﬂm FrEAfaRdTHt & g Tdr §,
fSad ag 3myfass AR 1 WHAT Fe H 3H&TH B
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With a sanctioned strength of 63 members, the NCLT is struggling to manage both
insolvency resolutions and corporate transactions such as mergers.

63 WeEd H Tlihd ATFT & T, NCLT feanforamdsr gamen= 3R Fufaat & faoa S
HURE AdAGT D THTST H TIY X & gl

Delays in insolvency resolutions have worsened, with the average time increasing to 716
days in FY2023-24, up from 654 days in FY2022-23.

fearforarae gatenT & ¥ 9¢ 7S ¥, FY2023-24 & 3itad g7 716 &t I §¢ 1T &,
S FY2022-23 & 654 fae am|

The Need for Domain Expertise 8=\ faYwsrar Y smaeasar

A significant issue with the current system is the lack of domain knowledge in members
appointed to NCLT and NCLAT.

IOHAT YU H Ueh HgcdqUT HAEAT Ig & T NCLT 3R NCLAT # gerd deeat &
i s 1 FAT g

As noted in the Jet Airways case, members often lack the necessary domain
knowledge to understand the complexities of high-stakes insolvency matters.

S TIRaS A A ST TR Sarar I4n, 9Tl # e 3Ta-oliiae earferarae
ATAAT T a3t & gasta & T 3aTs 8T A A8l s

The bureaucratic labyrinth and lack of an effective system for urgent listings also
contribute to delays in the process.

WRATATAF ST 3N ATcehlicleh FEenivT & Tl T GoTrelr 1 et off gfshar &
&dr T HROT AT &l

Sparse Use of Alternatives dsfeus Rfeat &1 AT gt

The procedural framework mandates a mandatory hearing for all applications, including
progress reports, leading to further delays.

SfshdicHes arar Heft 3mdeat, forga gerfa R off anfAer 8, & o srfevard gerars &r
ART FT &, oaw 3 3 S g g1

The limited use of alternative dispute settlement methods worsens the burden on an
already overworked system.

dFfous e gamu= A &1 AT 39397 gga T & 31f™F FEFel Jome 9T
SISt SerdT gl

Proposals for reforms, such as mandatory mediation before insolvency applications,
offer a degree of optimism.

fRarferameer amaeal & ggd FfAard FeaTyar S gUR YEdd U gQ o 3MRMrg
erT I

Suggestions for Improvement JUR & T geama
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e The creation of specialized benches for different categories of cases could enhance
efficiency and expertise.

e vor & Aawat S fov Radiga SOt f samear @ gafar iR Ay s

gehl Bl
o Adequate infrastructure, including courtrooms and a qualified permanent support
staff, is critical for sustaining the insolvency framework.

qTee gfamer e, e FIE w1 3R Fae T weE weEar anfAe §
farferards & &t sav W@ & AT AgcayeT

e India’s insolvency regime must evolve to serve as a proactive driver of economic

rejuvenation, especially to attract greater foreign investment.

HRA T fearferaTe e 3nfde qafasior ar afhg § & domar &4 & & &
Ahfad 8T a1fge, @ fagelt Ader #r 3eNa Fa & o)

What did the ILO report state
about international migrants?

Why are there more male international migrants in the global labour force than women? Which are the
countries that have absorbed the most international migrant workers?

IGS Paper ll: International Organizations |

Garimella Subramaniam

The story so far:
y addressing labour market
shortages in host nations and
contributing remittances to
home countries, International
Migrants (IM) continue to make
contributions to world economic growth,
the fourth edition of ‘Global Estimates on
International Migrant Workers’, released
by the International Labour Organization
(ILO), said.

What did the ILO state?

In 2022, IMs made up 4.7% (167.7 million)
of the global labour force, defined as both
employed and unemployed (but available
for work); over 30 million more than in
2013. An estimated 155.6 million were
employed and 12.1 million unemployed.
The share of IM men in the total
employment for males globally was

estimated at 4.7% and that of IM women
at 4.4%. However, between 2019-2022, the
rate of growth dipped annually to less
than 1%, influenced among other factors
by the pandemic.

What about age and gender?

A higher proportion of IM males were
employed - 61.3% out of a total of 102.7
million. Conversely, only 38.7% female
IMs were employed out of a total of 64.9
million in 2022. All the same, the number
of women IMs has steadily risen ever
since the ILO began compiling global
estimates in 2015.

One explanation for the smaller
proportion of women in the global labour
force is their lower representation in the
total population of IMs.

At 74.9% (125.6 million), prime-age
adult IM workers — those aged between 25
and 54 years, both men and women —
constituted the largest majority of IM

workers in the labour force in 2022. Less
than one out of 10 IMs were below 25.
Way behind the above category, at 9.3%
were young IM workers, aged between
15-24 years, numbering 15.5 million, in the
global labour force. IMs aged between
55-64 years were 12.5% and those above
G5 at 3.4%.

Which economic sectors attract IMs?
The largest proportion of IMs, 68.4%,
were concentrated in the services sector,
even higher than non-migrants. Women
IMs held the dominant share in this arena
at 80.7%, as against 60.8% among their
male counterparts. The corresponding
figures for non-migrant women and men
in the services industry were 59.4% and
46.3% respectively. Significantly, the
dominance of IMs in this sector has
remained consistent over the decade,
upwards of 67% between 2013-2022. In
industry, the proportion of IMs was 24.3%

and that of non-migrants 24.2%. In
agriculture, IMs accounted for 7.4%,
whereas non-migrants were at a
significantly higher share of 24.3%.

Which are the main host countries?
High-income countries absorbed the
largest number of IMs, accounting for
68.4% (114 million people), in key sectors
such as services, especially in the
provision of care. At about a quarter of
this share, 17.4% (29.2 million), were
distributed among upper-middle-income
countries. For an entire decade between
2013-2022, high-income and
upper-middle-income countries have
consistently remained primary
destinations for IMs.

The share of IM workers in northern,
southern and western Europe in the year
2022 was at 23.3%, increasing by less than
one percentage point after 2013. In
Northern America on the other hand, the
share of IMs in the labour force in 2022
was at 22.6%, a more than one percentage
point decrease over the same decade. The
Arab states accounted for 13.3% of IM
workers in 2022, down three percentage
points over 2013. A combination of ageing
populations, growing demand in the care
economy and greater economic
opportunities means that high income
countries will continue to remain
attractive destinations for the bulk of TMs.

The writer is Director, Strategic
Initiatives, AgnoShin Technologies.
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In 2022, IMs made up 4.7%
(167.7 million) of the global
labour force, defined as both
employed and unemployed
(but available for work); over
30 million more than in 2013,

v

High-income countries
absorbed the largest number
of IMs, accounting for 68.4%
(114 million people), in key
sectors such as services,
especially in the provision of
care.

-

Ahigher proportion of IM males
were employed; 61.3% out of a
total of 102.7 millien.
Conversely, only 38.7% female
IMs were employed out of a
total of 64.9 million in 2022.

What did the ILO report state about international migrants?

HRTET yarflal & aR & mSvast fr ROE F Far Far 4w

g7

Why are there more male international migrants in the global labour force than
women? Which are the countries that have absorbed the most international
migrant workers?
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dRg® s afFa & aAfRenst @ oo F v s vy 3w =4t §2 3w
¥ 2 § Ol o ¥+ IaWsdT gardt @A F1 v § gafRa fFar 2

Contributions of International Migrants (IM) to World Economic Growth 3eRTSET qarfagy
(IM) F1 3RF* s Fefar & Areme

International Migrants (IM) continue to contribute to world economic growth by
addressing labour market shortages in host nations and contributing remittances to
home countries, according to the fourth edition of ‘Global Estimates on International
Migrant Workers’ released by the International Labour Organization (ILO).

FATSET FarE (IM) AT ST 7 497 qaIR A FA & gl 0w 3R 76 qof A
Y9or fiote ARaw i g 7 deee & WA §, ST 6 SRS A weree
(ILO) EaRT SIRY & 715 ‘ARTF AT - AT gar sifdw &y gl FEFor &
el IR

ILO's Findings ILO & fasay

In 2022, IMs made up 4.7% (167.7 million) of the global labour force, which includes
both employed and unemployed individuals (but available for work); this is 30 million
more than in 2013.

2022 #, IM o afRge HH7 g F 4.7% (167.7 &fewer) fear samar, Bas aar
SHIHBGT IR RISHR AfFT (Sl H1H & fIT 3uestr F) i §; Ig 2013 & Hhreol
30 fafewer 3rfae 81

155.6 million IMs were employed and 12.1 million were unemployed.
155.6 fafaasr IM aRRE & 3k 12.1 fafags Sisem 9

The share of IM men in the total male employment globally was estimated at 4.7% and
IM women at 4.4%.

dfRaer qow Ao & IM gEst 1 REET 4.7% 3R IM ATFeait o1 4.4% eTATAT 27|

Between 2019-2022, the rate of growth dipped annually to less than 1%, influenced by
factors such as the pandemic.

2019-2022 & &I, AT T 1% & 7 aif¥e &7 & e 713, 5N AGHN S P &
gTfad foham Iram Al

Age and Gender Distribution 37 33X fofer faawor

A higher proportion of IM males were employed (61.3% out of 102.7 million), while only
38.7% of female IMs were employed (64.9 million).

IM q&SY T Teh o7 GEAT R AT (61.3% Fof 102.7 AT & @), Siafeh sharel
38.7% AT IMs FRRT 4f (64.9 AT & )|
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The number of female IMs has steadily increased since 2015, when the ILO began
compiling global estimates.

AfAT IMs T HEIT 2015 § INAR §¢1 8, ST ILO & ARG 3HeJATeA T Heholel el
& foram |

Prime-age adults (aged between 25-54 years) constituted the largest group of IM
workers, at 74.9% (125.6 million) in 2022.

WUTT A G9F (S 25-54 ¥ & & & §) o 2022 7 M A&l T T8 o357 HHAG 74.9%

(125.6 f&fATeT) F1 95T fohaT|

Young IM workers (aged 15-24 years) were 9.3% of the global IM workforce, totaling
15.5 million.

gar IM #f (S 15-24 a8 & T & §) ARG IM SR $79.3% 3, Fel 15.5
Aferae|

IM workers aged 55-64 years were 12.5% and those above 65 were 3.4%.

55-64 a¥ & IM HfAH 12.5% & 31w 65 a¥ T 31/ 37 & IM RS 3.4% |

Economic Sectors Attracting IMs 3Tfd& &1 Y IMs & 3mHT I &

The largest proportion of IMs, 68.4%, were concentrated in the services sector, even
higher than non-migrants.

IMs &7 a8 2T TREdT, 68.4%, AT &7 & AT, 5 IT-gardy A& T oY 310w a7

Women IMs held the dominant share in this sector at 80.7%, compared to 60.8% among
male IMs.

AfFAT IMs & 30 & # Y@ BEAT 80.7% TG, SIafh T IMs I f&EaT 60.8% 2|

The share of non-migrant women and men in the services industry was 59.4% and
46.3%, respectively.

IR-grare Afgen3i R qeuT &1 FEAT HaT I H FHAA: 59.4% 3N 46.3% |
In industry, the proportion of IMs was 24.3%, compared to 24.2% for non-migrants.
3T H IMs FT TTET 24.3% 2T, Sfafeh IR-garer & fFear 24.2% 27|

In agriculture, IMs accounted for 7.4%, while non-migrants made up 24.3%.

FR A IMs & FEHT 7.4% T, STafeh A-Tardlr 1 FEAr 24.3% 27|

Main Host Countries &I AsTaTeT a2l

High-income countries absorbed the largest number of IMs, accounting for 68.4% (114
million people), particularly in services such as care provision.

3TY-IY T e o T 937 TEAT H IMs 1 3ani™a R, 3 68.4% (114 Rfews
e &, 9w §U O @At Ja1e S &l H|

Upper-middle-income countries absorbed 17.4% (29.2 million) of IMs.

STU-HAEAH 3t 32f & 17.4% (29.2 AfAIA) IMs &t 3ran®a )

For an entire decade between 2013-2022, high-income and upper-middle-income
countries consistently remained primary destinations for IMs.
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2013-2022 &% X &2 & foIv, 3T-31g AR 3TI-AEIH T dTed ¢ AR IMs &
T 9@ I1deT 9 T

e The share of IM workers in northern, southern, and western Europe in 2022 was
23.3%, increasing by less than one percentage point since 2013.

2022 # 3, gfEror 3R afveslt QI F IM A AT 1 REAT 23.3% o1, S 2013 A TH

gfaerd 3+ O HH der 7|

e In Northern America, the share of IMs in the labour force in 2022 was 22.6%, a
decrease of over one percentage point since 2013.

3l ARSI H 2022 F 57 g F IMs FT FEIT 22.6% 2T, 5 2013 ¥ T faerd i+
T 37 ger Tl

o Arab states accounted for 13.3% of IM workers in 2022, down three percentage
points from 2013.

INT TSATA 2022 F 1M TR T 13.3% fgear foram, Sy 2013 & et ufaera 3 o9

ar|

e A combination of ageing populations, growing demand in the care economy, and
greater economic opportunities means that high-income countries will continue to
remain attractive destinations for the bulk of IMs.

ot et STeTHEaT, AW AT # dot A9, 3R IAF Irawst A G Tg
Rl & foh 3T-31 aTel &2 IMs & foIv 31Tehdeh aicied §e1 gl
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The impact of H-1B visas on
the tech industry in U.S.

Elon Musk and Vivek Ramaswamy, both immigrants and Mr. Trump’s picks to overhaul the US. government,
are supportive of the skilled foreign worker visa programme

S Paper II: India-US

he last week of 2024 didn’t

exude the holiday spirit for

several folks in the tech world.

A section of billionaires,
politicians, and tech workers were piqued
by a specific U.S. immigration policy that
allows skilled foreign workers to work in
the country.

A verbal mudslinging began after
President-elect Donald Trump appointed
Sriram Krishnan as his senior policy
advisor on Artificial Intelligence (AI).
Within days after the announcement,
Laura Loomer, a prominent MAGA
supporter, wrote rancorous social media
posts against the decision, calling Indian
immigrants “third world invaders.” The
right-wing influencer then doxxed Mr.
Krishnan, sharing his domicile details
scoured from the U.S. Federal Election
Commission (FEC). While Ms. Loomer
apologised for doxxing Mr. Krishnan, she
remains rooted in the idea that the
number of skilled foreign workers must
be reduced in the U.S. as the programme
is negatively impacting native workers.

Mr. Krishnan, an Indian immigrant
who came through the ranks of top tech
firms in the Silicon Valley, supports
simplifying the legal process for tech
workers to enter the U.S. His stance has
been echoed by several tech billionaires.
His to-be-peer in the Trump
administration, former PayPal executive
David Sacks, came in support of the al6z’s
general partner and clarified that Mr.
Krishnan did not advocate for the
removal of restrictions for a green card
but was only seeking the removal of
country-specific caps.

Elon Musk and Vivek Ramaswamy,
both immigrants and Mr. Trump’s picks to
overhaul the U.S. government, are
supportive of the skilled foreign worker
visa programme. The world’s richest man
even said he would “go to war” to defend
the programme. In an X post, he wrote:
“The reason I'm in America along with so
many critical people who built SpaceX,
Tesla, and hundreds of other companies
that made America strong is because of
HIB." The H1-B issue has not just split
MAGA supporters; it has also turned some
prominent Democrats, who were
pro-immigration during the election
season, into H-1B programme bashers.
For instance, Vermont Senator Bernie
Sanders said the main function of the
HI-B visa “is not to hire ‘the best and the
brightest’ but rather to replace
good-paying American jobs with low-wage
indentured servants from abroad.”

Heated debates on the H-1B visa
programme are not a new phenomenon.
It helps to know the programme'’s brief
history — at least from the time it went
through a major revision in the 90s — and
its net impact on wages and productivity
in the U.S.

A brief history
In the early 90s, the U.S. enacted the
Immigration Act of 1990 to increase the
number and diversity of immigrants
coming into the country and to adapt to
the changing economic and social needs
of a globalising world. The legislation
significantly revised and expanded the
H-1B visa programme.

Apart from mandating employers to file

Address : 3rd

PASSPORT

an application with the labour
department that hiring H-1B workers will
not adversely affect wages and working
conditions of U.S. workers, the law
established an annual cap of 65,000 new
H-1B visas for each fiscal year.

These changes led to a substantial
increase in the number of H-1B visas
issued and made the programme more
accessible to U.S. employers seeking
high-skilled foreign workers. This, in turn,
contributed to the programme’s role in
attracting skilled workers at a time when
American companies were facing
intensifying global competition, especially
from Japan in high-tech and
manufacturing sectors.

Silicon Valley was emerging as a global
tech hub, creating unprecedented

Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
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demand for scientists, technology
professionals, engineers, and
mathematicians (STEM workers).
Traditional industries in other parts of the
country were also undergoing rapid
computerisation, requiring STEM talent
that wasn't readily available in the
domestic workforce.

The cap on H-1B visas were hiked to
1,95,000 during the dot-com boom before
returning to the base cap. Then, in 2004,
an additional 20,000 slots were added for
advanced degree holders from U.S.
universities. Since 1990 to 2019, roughly
4.5 million H-1B visas were issued, and in
the fiscal year of 2023, 72% of approved
H-IB petitions were for beneficiaries born
in India, and 65% of all approved H-1B
petitions were for workers in
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computer-related occupations.

The impact of H-1B workers

A 2013 study, titled ‘STEM Workers, H-1B
Visas, and Productivity in U.S. Cities’ by
economist Giovanni Peri, found that H-1B
workers had a positive impact on the
wages of native college-educated workers
and overall productivity in U.S. cities.

The study examined the influx of
foreign STEM workers through the H-1B
visa programme and their impact in 219
cities between 1990 to 2010. It noted that
H-1B-driven increases in STEM workers
boosted wages for native college-educated
workers. A one percentage point increase
in the foreign STEM share of a city’s
employment led to an increase of around
7-8 percentage points in the wages of
native college-educated workers.

Also, wages of non-college-educated
native workers saw a positive, though
smaller, increase. These workers
experienced a 3-4 percentage point
increase in wages for every one
percentage point increase in the foreign
STEM share of employment. The study
estimates that the growth in foreign STEM
workers may account for 30% to 50% of
aggregate productivity growth in the U.S.
between 1990 and 2010. Fast forward to
2024, and the impact of foreign workers
on U.S. wages and productivity continued
to be positive.

In a follow-up study, titled
‘Immigration’s Effect on US Wages and
Employment Redux,” economists
Alessandro Caiumi and Giovanni Peri note
that immigrants and native workers
complement each other in the labour
market. In their research that examines
the broader impact of immigration on the
U.S. labour market between 2000 and
2022, they found that immigrants often
specialise in different and complementary
occupations compared to native workers.

In a separate study that documents the
impact of H-1B workers on innovation and
product commercialisation, Harvard
Business School Professor William Kerr
notes that skilled immigrants have
contributed significantly to U.S. patent
activity, particularly in emerging
technologies. Jennifer Hunt, Professor of
Economics at Rutgers University, has
shown in her research that H-1B workers
who transition to permanent residency
tend to be particularly innovative and
entrepreneurial, often founding
companies that create jobs for U.S.
workers.

Talent conundrum in the age of Al
Despite the positive impact of H-1B
workers on the U.S. economy, opponents
of the visa programme are clamouring for
restrictions and lowering the number of
legal immigrants. Some criticisms,
particularly the ones against Indian tech
services companies like Infosys and
Cognizant, are well-laid.

These companies developed a business
model that combined offshore
development centres in India with on-site
presence in the U.S., facilitated by H-1B
visas. This model, sometimes called the
“global delivery model,” transformed how
technology services were delivered to U.S.
companies, but it did not truly make a
path-breaking innovation for the U.S.
economy.

These companies typically rank among
the top H-1B sponsors annually. For
instance, in many years between
2005-2019, Indian companies accounted
for a substantial portion of all H-1B visa
petitions. This has raised concerns about
the programme’s concentration among
top IT services firms.

It will do well for the incoming Trump
administration to look into these practices
and redraft a skilled worker immigration
policy that prioritises the skill and
educational background of an individual
over a company’s profit-making interests.
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The impact of H-1B visas on the tech industry in U.S.
AR 7 TF 3T W H-1B I 1 979

Elon Musk and Vivek Ramaswamy, both immigrants and Mr. Trump’s picks to
overhaul the U.S. government, are supportive of the skilled foreign worker visa
programme

vae AFF 3R dF varEaE, dt svarl 3T 4h T ganr RS R A
Tearg ¥ AT g v o, Faa RAged FHEd dor FRiwa F aads @

Controversy over U.S. Immigration Policy and Skilled Foreign Workers 31&R&r 3masier
Afa 3k Foa R sPwt | fAae

e The last week of 2024 didn’t exude the holiday spirit for many in the tech world due to a
specific U.S. immigration policy that allows skilled foreign workers to work in the
country.

2024 % 3R TeaE HAEF AT F F$ el & fov gefA # A 76 o, F=ifs
T AT AN srererar A & g Farer Reeh sAwi A o A FH w A
AT & Sl g

e A verbal mudslinging started after President-elect Donald Trump appointed Sriram
Krishnan as his senior policy advisor on Artificial Intelligence (Al).

egufa-gera SlaTes €8T & Sriram Krishnan &1 FRE# qefaw@r (Al) T 391 aRkss
A FelEehR figeFed ¥ & a1g verbal mudslinging & &' S|

e Laura Loomer, a prominent MAGA supporter, wrote social media posts calling Indian
immigrants “third world invaders.”

AT TR, T 97T MAGA 7Y, & aere #ifsar diee ford 3R sl yanfaat a0t
‘et g & smREFCIERY @

e Ms. Loomer also doxxed Mr. Krishnan, sharing his domicile details from the U.S.
Federal Election Commission (FEC).
Ms. Loomer & Mr. Krishnan @t U.S. Federal Election Commission (FEC) & 3%
SifATEe faavor o I o)

e Though Ms. Loomer apologized for doxxing Mr. Krishnan, she remained firm in her belief
that the number of skilled foreign workers should be reduced in the U.S. as the
programme negatively affects native workers.

glefifes Ms. Loomer a7 Mr. Krishnan @' doxxing %1 & folw AThr #6EM, e 8t 3T
Ig A AT o Ferer el sffwr v dear wr 3@aRer # gern Srer wfge Fifn

g FRIHH &2l AR W AFRIcHAS AT 3T @7 ¢l

e Mr. Krishnan, an Indian immigrant who rose through top tech firms in Silicon Valley,
supports simplifying the legal process for tech workers to enter the U.S.

Mr. Krishnan, Teh $TRA™T 9ardl fSegist Silicon Valley & Y daheiiehl huferal H FET
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foraT, depatiehl ARl & T ARSI H T dr FefT Tihar ol Tl Tl & JaTER
gl
David Sacks, former PayPal executive, clarified that Mr. Krishnan did not seek the

removal of green card restrictions, but only sought the removal of country-specific
caps.

3fs d%W, 79 PayPal FRSRY, & TI5¢ AT fF Mr. Krishnan & e #18 wfaaut &r
galel T AT g1 $r oA, sfed Fae ger-Rflse diar Fr g v A S 2

Elon Musk and Vivek Ramaswamy, both immigrants and Trump’s picks for U.S.
government overhaul, support the skilled foreign worker visa programme.

Elon Musk 31 Vivek Ramaswamy, aldit Y&t 31 Trump & ot gu cafdded U.S.
AR & Yolaoal & T, Herel facl sffe dism wrisd & Tads # ¢

Elon Musk, the world’s richest man, even said he would “go to war” to defend the
programme, mentioning H1B as the reason for his presence in America.

Elon Musk, gfeiar & #e& 3R AT & I o1 &eT [ 9 56 HRIHA #T a91d
A & T “getr W AT, 3R HIB &l ARSI & 370el YU &1 HROT |

The debate over the H1-B visa programme has led to MAGA supporters and even some
Democrats turning against the programme.

H1-B 9IS $RIshA R 9gd o MAGA FAIH 3R F& SHheH H1 o wihd &
e As )

For instance, Vermont Senator Bernie Sanders criticized the H1-B visa, claiming it
replaces well-paying American jobs with low-wage workers from abroad.

3eE0T & AT, gafe & @9 o=t dsd o H1-B diam & 3me=sTr $iI, Ig grar
y%mﬁmmmmaﬁﬁﬁeﬁ@mmmmﬁ
geoldr Bl

Heated debates on the H-1B visa programme are not a new phenomenon; it helps to
understand its brief history and its net impact on wages and productivity in the U.S.

H-1B 31l e T 8 989 oS O g1 & I8 THSAT AR & o sder
afered gfaer 3R IARAT e 3R ScUTEHAT R SHHT Fol TG F4T &

A Brief History ®féica sfagm

In the early 90s, the U.S. enacted the Immigration Act of 1990 to increase the number
and diversity of immigrants and adapt to the changing economic and social needs of a
globalising world.

90 F GuUF Y YIHTA A, IARHT o 1990 FT Jrarsrer Frf&foras oy fovam, arfen
Iyt & gEar IR i wF gerar o g AR AREw giear Hr e anfdw
3w AraeTEwanit TR el S e

The legislation significantly revised and expanded the H-1B visa programme.

S8 el o H-1B diell HRiswaA # HAgcaqul de e 3R 58 fawama
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o Employers were mandated to file an application with the labour department to ensure
that hiring H-1B workers would not adversely affect the wages and working conditions
of U.S. workers.

fAANFan3T Y 4 QAR A v e SIf@d F¥a &1 3T f&ar = ar arfs I8
AT Fham ST Feh o6 H-1B H&HT I [@gdd i & 3+ 3R Frd aRfFufaat w

ARRIcHS JHTT o 3|
e The law established an annual cap of 65,000 new H-1B visas for each fiscal year.

SH @l o Yodeh fadig a¥ & folv 65,000 AT H-1B dieT 1 s i e

o These changes led to a substantial increase in the number of H-1B visas issued and
made the programme more accessible to U.S. employers seeking high-skilled foreign
workers.

gl URAde & HROT S T 1T H-1B AT i G&ar # Hgeaqul gef¥r g% 3R 30
rishe i Ferer el AfAw 1 Tomer A HANH HFAIST & AT RS Forar T
e amm)

e The programme helped attract skilled workers during a time when American companies
were facing growing global competition, especially from Japan in high-tech and
manufacturing sectors.

Ig HAHA 38 AT FRAT ATADT HT DT A H FEIIh 6T oTa AN
HOfTAr dTRgeh gfaeqy’, f[Iye e & 3Ta-deeiier 3R @A &&7 &, Fr I
T Al

e Silicon Valley emerged as a global tech hub, creating an unprecedented demand for
STEM workers (scientists, technology professionals, engineers, and mathematicians).

Silicon Valley T&h afRaeh deheildhl shg & &I H 3T, [STT STEM SRS (JTTART,
e 4R, SoRfovarty, 3R arfOrersth) 1 3ofeqd T Y g1
o Traditional industries in other parts of the country were also undergoing rapid

computerisation, requiring STEM talent that wasn’t readily available in the domestic
workforce.

&Y F 3wy el 7 gRuRE 3¢ off Fegedaor & ot @ G & TN | I,
e STEM Sfem3it hr 3maedehar At S eRe] AR H HEGT & 3Tl o6l Al

e The cap on H-1B visas was hiked to 195,000 during the dot-com boom before returning
to the base cap.

H-1B &S &1 #AT dot-com FH & ERTeT 195,000 s a1 & a8 o, T & #T drer

U 99y oIrdr Ir7|

e In 2004, an additional 20,000 slots were added for advanced degree holders from U.S.
universities.

2004 #, U.S. freafaeareal € 3=1a Bt urat & fav sifaRed 20,000 wfe S8 vy

e From 1990 to 2019, about 4.5 million H-1B visas were issued, with 72% of approved
petitions in 2023 being for beneficiaries born in India, and 65% of all approved petitions
were for workers in computer-related occupations.

1990 & 2019 T, TR 4.5 FATI™eT H-1B dem sl v a1w, 31K 2023 7 FoR 1 15
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TR T 72% HRA H STed AIAT & faw ar, 3R @i AT Fnfransit #1 65%
FegeT-HaTdd U H HRRA AR & v |

The Impact of H-1B Workers H-1B $If&s&T &1 98i@

A 2013 study titled ‘'STEM Workers, H-1B Visas, and Productivity in U.S. Cities’ by
economist Giovanni Peri found that H-1B workers positively impacted the wages of
native, college-educated workers and overall productivity in U.S. cities.

2013 # 3FRMET Giovanni Peri aRT &1 35 T Headed, @ five o1 'STEM
#fAe, H-1B diaT, 3R 3curgarar U.S. et 7, & 91 f&h H-1B sf@e & &2ff, SidT-

Rf&ra #fAw & daa 3R U.S. Aed & Fof IcEHAT W FhRIcHS T STell|

The study examined the influx of foreign STEM workers through the H-1B visa
programme and their impact in 219 cities between 1990 to 2010.

Y e o H-1B Ao HIhH & Ategd ¥ facelt STEM #ifas & yag 31 3095

1990 & 2010 deh 219 AN H wag FHr F=r Fir|

It was noted that H-1B-driven increases in STEM workers boosted wages for native
college-educated workers.

Ig e farar aram & H-1B-9Ra STEM Af@t 1 gefer o aaft Fiorar-Rfara sfawt &
dcel I S|

A one percentage point increase in the foreign STEM share of a city’s employment led
to an increase of 7-8 percentage points in the wages of native, college-educated
workers.

A & Vo A fadel STEM REd # v wferera 1 gefr o aoft, wiaer-Rfaa
#fAF & AdT 7 7-8 wfaera 3% 1 gefy @

Wages of Non-College-Educated Native Workers 3R-®farst & ureq et sifd=t & aa=r

Wages of non-college-educated native workers saw a positive, though smaller,
increase due to H-1B workers.

I-Fifes e wrea aeft 4@ & 7T 7 FFRIHF, FrefF Bler G @ TS, S
H-1Bs|ﬁa$raﬁraa—s’ﬁ§él

These workers experienced a 3-4 percentage point increase in wages for every one
percentage point increase in the foreign STEM share of employment.

goT ATARl o g UF HidAd 3h A gy & AT 3-4 gfaera 3 & gefdr sregera 4,
S facel STEM sf@er & o9k & e & 315 ot

The study estimates that the growth in foreign STEM workers may account for 30% to
50% of aggregate productivity growth in the U.S. between 1990 and 2010.

AT AT AT ¢ [ facelr STEM sffshl & geftr 1990 & 2010 & s 3@ARHT &
Pl STUIGHAT GG &I 30% / 50% I GEHT 8 Fehell &
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Impact in 2024 2024 & 98T

o By 2024, the impact of foreign workers on U.S. wages and productivity continued to be
positive.

2024 g, faeel sfAes 1 U.S. adeT 3iR 3cughdT I 939 GhRIcHS JaT|

Follow-up Study on Immigration 3iTaslel 9 3eJHIVT eI

o A follow-up study titled ‘Immigration’s Effect on US Wages and Employment Redux’
by economists Alessandro Caiumi and Giovanni Peri found that immigrants and native
workers complement each other in the labour market.

HAATEFAT Alessandro Caiumi 3R Giovanni Peri GaRT fohT a7 Teh 3[eROT HETTeT
T M AT ‘HrgTel HT U.S. adeT 3R SR 9| 991@ Redux’, fSE# 9ram arar i
3eeTel 3R el #THeh Th-g@y F QU Fd ¢ 4H gk A

e Their research, which examined the broader impact of immigration on the U.S. labour

market between 2000 and 2022, found that immigrants often specialise in different and
complementary occupations compared to native workers.

3oTehT QTE, ST 2000 ¥ 2022 deh ARSI & AT del G 3ol & cAT9eh JHG T
faReIvoT &3cr B, & arar I & 3imretel 3R et sifAenr iy Joem & fafde 3k
W& 9 A AT g #=d g

Impact of H-1B Workers on Innovation H-1B #if&! &T Ja™R 9T 96T

o A separate study by Harvard Business School Professor William Kerr noted that skilled
immigrants have contributed significantly to U.S. patent activity, particularly in
emerging technologies.

g1as TS Thel & HIhER William Kerr SaRT fohU 31T Teh 3797 3eqae # I @l
I TR FRA Jeri=rat & U.S. e afafafer & mgcayqol A o, fadves ssret
dehsilel |

o Jennifer Hunt, Professor of Economics at Rutgers University, showed in her research
that H-1B workers who transition to permanent residency tend to be particularly

innovative and entrepreneurial, often founding companies that create jobs for U.S.
workers.

Rutgers farafagarer # Jennifer Hunt, 3192mes & WhE o 3197 Ny A fearr &
H-1B #ffAs St TR e & fov Tueaia g €, 7 Oy &9 & aaead 3k
3AATT F I E &, 3R e T Fufeat Taifg axa § S 3R sfFw &
fow AteRAr 3cdet X Bl

Talent Conundrum in the Age of Al Al er & wfast &t saster
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o Despite the positive impact of H-1B workers on the U.S. economy, opponents of the
visa programme are clamouring for restrictions and lowering the number of legal
immigrants.

H-1B Al & U.S. 3IegaedT W HHRIcAS FH1d & SIdog, dtem Hrwa & fueaft
wfaaet 3R FEgA ITaSerRatat S TEAT B HH FT BT AL A G &

e Some criticisms, particularly those against Indian tech services companies like
Infosys and Cognizant, are well-laid.

$S AT, TAATHT HRART Thelthr Fa1 Fafaal S Infosys 3R Cognizant &
e, @y s @ @ 78 )

e These companies developed a business model that combined offshore development
centres in India with an on-site presence in the U.S., facilitated by H-1B visas.

SoT AT & Ueh SqGHIT AlS [AhAd 5T, 5T sIRa & 3R A Far
H-1B &3l & giaer gred & U.S. 7 3iid-arse 3uieafa & @y st ar|

e This model, sometimes called the “global delivery model,” transformed how
technology services were delivered to U.S. companies, but did not truly make a path-
breaking innovation for the U.S. economy.

g Alsa FI Fafi-welt “dRaw Behiad Atz Fg1 Sirar &, 9 U.S. Fufaat #t
WeARHT FaTt YeId e & dlleh 1 dael 6T, eifehed $HA U.S. 3rdcgaedr & fow
HAHT AdTaR gl fohar|

e These companies typically rank among the top H-1B sponsors annually. For instance,

between 2005-2019, Indian companies accounted for a substantial portion of all H-1B
visa petitions.

g FUAAT IHAAN W &7 Grer i H-1B s & & g1t &1 3¢eor & faw, 2005-
2019 & &, AR Fufaat @ H-1B diam anfaesit & Ageaqet Rear o

e This raised concerns about the programme’s concentration among top IT services
firms.

3T HIAHH & ST W RAAT Icqeat df, AATR MY 1T Aar Fufaai & i)

e Theincoming Trump administration should look into these practices and redraft a
skilled worker immigration policy that prioritises the skill and educational
background of an individual over a company’s profit-making interests.

AT Trump FRITH &l 3T TUI3HT IR IR e A1gw AR Ferer Af@w srastar A
& T F IR AT IR, ST Teh i o wierer 3R At qeasifar o1 shoeht &
ARHA At X wrafFear <
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Liberalism and Hinduism are totally

compatible, says Shashi Tharoor

The MP says his book Why I am A Hindu was written at a time when it was necessary to offer an alternative view to ‘weaponisation of Hinduism for

political purposes’; he says no one has monopoly in Hinduism and the assumption that everyone who votes for BJP believes in Hindutva is not true

GS Paper lI: Basic
Concepts

CHENNAI

induism offers an
extraordinarily
eclectic mix of

choices and is totally com-
patible with liberalism,
Shashi Tharoor, MP, said at
the Lit for Life on Sunday.
Mr. Tharoor was in con-
versation with N. Ravi, Di-
rector, Kasturi and Sons
Ltd., and Francesc Mi-
ralles, author of the book
The four purusharthas: The
Path To Happiness, Success,
and a Meaningful Life.
Explaining why he
wrote a book called Why I
am A Hindu, Mr. Tharoor
said it was done at a time
when “weaponisation of
Hinduism for political pur-
poses in our country had
reached a particular stage”
where it was “necessary to
offer an  alternative
view”. “I was not prepared
to surrender my faith to
one particular narrow in-
terpretation,” he said, ad-
ding that he thought writ-
ing this book was
necessary “to reclaim the

Current concerns: Shashi Tharoor, MP, in conversation with N. Ravi, Director, The Hindu Group, and

writer Francesc Miralles at the Lit for Life on Sunday. R. RAGU

idea of Hinduism” for
those Hindus who wish to
agree with him. “And it
turned out to be awful...
[but] found some reso-
nance amongst the new
readers,” he said recalling
the controversy the book
evoked when it was pu-
blished in 2018.

Mr. Tharoor said Hin-
duism was an ideal faith

for the 2Ist century. “No
one is taking a monopoly
in Hinduism. Swami Vive-
kananda said it is not just a
religion that teaches tole-
rance, it teaches universal
acceptance. There are mul-
tiple choices of worship
and individuals have tre-
mendous amounts of free-
dom,” he said.

Responding to a ques-

tion on the public support
for Hindutva reflected in
the last three general elec-
tions, Mr. Tharoor pointed
out that the BJP got 31% of
the votes in the 2014 elec-
tion, 37% in 2019, and 36%
in 2024.

“In no case, they have
won a majority of the Hin-
du population, which is
80%. We tend to lose sight

Presents

ESRQEE “’:
THE HINDU

LIT
FOR
LIFE

2 0 2 65

THE SHARPEST LITERATURE
FESTIVAL IN INDIA
In association with

“¢y) CHRIST

of the fact that in our first-
past-the-post system, a
party doesn’t actually
need a majority of votes or
a popular sentiment to get
a majority of seats. The as-
sumption that everyone
who votes for the BJP ne-
cessarily believes in Hin-
dutva is also not true. But
there is much greater ac-
ceptance for Hindutva,

particularly across north-
ern India, than there was
10 years ago. That is par-
tially a reflection of the suc-
cess of the BJP in politics,”
the Congress MP said.

Cradle of spirituality
Talking about writing a
book on the four Purushar-
thas, Mr. Miralles said, “In-
dia is the cradle of spiri-
tuality. Answers to
questions like what it
means to be human, and
what is the meaning of life
were answered in Indian
philosophies. The roots are
here. India is not only an
inspiration that comes
from the past, but it is an
inspiration for the future
t0o0.”
Speaking about happi-
ness, Mr. Miralles said, “I
would define happiness in
two ways. The first is sim-
plicity. The happiest peo-
ple we have met in our lives
are very simple. Another
one is purpose. When you
discover your mission in
life, that would give
happiness.”

Liberalism and Hinduism are totally compatible, says Shashi
Tharoor

3enare Y Ry oot oft av & wora § o o FEa

The MP says his book Why | am A Hindu was written at a time when it was

necessary to offer an alternative view to ‘weaponization of Hinduism for
political purposes’; he says no one has monopoly in Hinduism and the
assumption that everyone who votes for BJP believes in Hindutva is not true

wiwe A w1 5 3 fraw A Ry =1 § 3@ wow O % off sw weehfow
3Rt F fav Ry wof & Rardiwor & v wF dFfeas femor wega wen
3TERTF AT, 37T Feol o [ g oot & fFlt 1 vafoar 7t @ 3k o7 amon &
HISTAT &1 dle & arell §¥ s4fFd figea A favarw var &, w9 =€ @
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Hinduism's Compatibility with Liberalism

fRq ue T SeRaATEAT & ATy Ferdar

Shashi Tharoor, MP, said at Lit for Life on Sunday that Hinduism offers an
extraordinarily eclectic mix of choices and is totally compatible with liberalism.

Shashi Tharoor, HiHg, & IdaR T Lit for Life 7 gl foh Teg &# Teh FATUROT T &
fafarer fPsror gerer e § 3R I IeRariear & @ g /e ¥ 69 g
Mr. Tharoor was in conversation with N. Ravi, Director, Kasturi and Sons Ltd., and

Francesc Miralles, author of the book "The four purusharthas: The Path To Happiness,
Success, and a Meaningful Life."

A Tharoor N. Ravi, fa¢I#, Kasturi and Sons Ltd. 3iR Francesc Miralles, & "The
four purusharthas: The Path To Happiness, Success, and a Meaningful Life" & o@® &
Y Harg # |

Why | Wrote "Why | am A Hindu"
"Why | am A Hindu" 4t for@r

Mr. Tharoor explained that he wrote the book "Why | am A Hindu" during a time when
the weaponisation of Hinduism for political purposes had reached a particular stage.

AT Tharoor & FUse fhar fh 3=l "Why | am A Hindu" & 38 #&Y fodl o9 ger
H Uereifa® 3gaeT & v ffg 4o I gfaR & ¥ 7 T U [aAY & s
TG I o

He wanted to offer an alternative view and was not prepared to surrender his faith to
any narrow interpretation.

3ol Ueh faeq gfSeaIur U Htar amer 3R Far off ghot sarear & dgd e
faeara &1 gafiad = & T IR 78 2

He felt it was necessary to reclaim the idea of Hinduism for those Hindus who wish to
agree with him.

3 HeqdH fham f 3o faarl @ #gaa gia ara g3 & fou g oot & faaw
S GoT: YICT FIAT ITATH AT|

Mr. Tharoor mentioned that the book had controversy when it was published in 2018
but found some resonance among new readers.

AT Tharoor @ 3eol@ T & qEceh I 2018 # FHITIA gl & faarg &1 AraTr Hger
gsT, Afthel 38 AV greshl # Ho It Al

Hinduism as an Ideal Faith for the 21st Century

21t wdr F fov g ot ve smeet Reaww

Mr. Tharoor described Hinduism as an ideal faith for the 21st century, emphasizing
universal acceptance and multiple choices of worship.
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AT Tharoor o fgg & & 21t ¥t & fow smeel feara & &7 7 afvia o, fawd
wrasifAE whFha 3 e & Ry Rwed w SR e

He quoted Swami Vivekananda, who said that Hinduism is not just a religion teaching
tolerance but also teaches universal acceptance.

3egiel Tl faaeTere 1 3eERoT fea, fSiegie wher T feq waf R afgsopar fawe
areTT UH T ¢, dfesh I8 wrasifie wgfa o [ g
According to Mr. Tharoor, Hinduism offers tremendous freedom to individuals.

A Tharoor & 3I4R, fiq @ cafFaal # Jge FaaadT Jal Rl ol

Hindutva's Public Support in General Elections

WA oral A Rgea F1 grefas gada

Responding to a question about the public support for Hindutva in the last three general
elections, Mr. Tharoor pointed out that the BJP got 31% of votes in 2014, 37% in 2019,
and 36% in 2024.

g %ﬁvqﬁaﬁmwﬂawwmammaﬁgaﬁmmorﬁm%

BJP T 2014 H 31% alc fAer, 2019 H 37%, 31X 2024 H 36% |

He emphasized that the BJP did not win a majority of the Hindu population which is
80%.

3eglel TE SR G el foh BIP a1 80% feg SIareear & & ag#d gl S|
He pointed out that in the first-past-the-post system, a party doesn't need a majority of
votes or popular sentiment to get a majority of seats.

3egiel a1 o Igo-uR-g-uiEe [@wed &, fndr arél &1 aker &1 agﬂ?rmmvr
m@rm@maﬁﬁ%ﬁ,mmﬁma@amﬁ%ﬁm

Mr. Tharoor also clarified that not everyone who votes for the BJP necessarily believes
in Hindutva.

# Tharoor ¥ Ig #ff Tuse FHAT F BIP & AT dic & dralm g¢ Ifed & gy h

fRgea & fazare e &l
He acknowledged that there is greater acceptance for Hindutva across northern India
than there was 10 years ago, which reflects the BJP's success in politics.

3egiel TR far & 3w oRa A Rod 10 avf & o 7 g & v sfts
a8, St BIP A Trsiifasd A%erar 1 g2ifdr g

India as the Cradle of Spirituality
HR: ITEATCAFAT HT YTel=T

Francesc Miralles spoke about writing a book on the four Purusharthas, stating that
India is the cradle of spirituality, where answers to questions like what it means to
be human and what is the meaning of life were found.

Francesc Miralles & IR Y394l W J&csh fo@el & aR & a1 $1, o @ad g1 foh 9
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ITEATCHSAT FT UTl=TT &, STal AT gl &1 FIAT Addd 3T g &1 Fa7 317 T3

HaTdl & a1 e T
He added that India is not only an inspiration from the past, but also an inspiration

for the future.

3cgla FgT & AT Fad did T o 747 §, sfor giasy & faw off oo g

Happiness: Simplicity and Purpose

geft: e 3R Seged

Mr. Miralles defined happiness in two ways: simplicity and purpose.
Miralles ¥ @eft 1 ar il & aRen¥ foham: werar AR 3ege 7|

He stated that the happiest people are often very simple and that discovering your
mission in life gives happiness.

35l T foh ToH G o7 IR g WA 8 § AR Sfiaet & 39 faersT i
G & g e B

Evidence collection
in Kaleshwaram
probe in final phase

GS Paper Il

B. Chandrashekhar
HYDERABAD

The Justice P.C. Ghose
Commission of Inquiry
probing the alleged irregu-
larities in the planning, de-
sign, execution, quality
control, operation and
maintenance of the three
barrages of the Kaleshwa-
ram Lift Irrigation Project
(KLIP) is likely to take up
the final leg of its work
from Monday to submit its
report to the Telangana go-
vernment on February 28.

After being instituted in
March 14 last year to in-
quire into the alleged irreg-
ularities following sinking
of some piers of the Medi-
gadda Barrage along with
other damage in Medigad-
da, Annaram and Sundilla
barrages of the KLIP to
complete the task in three
months, its term was ex-
tended thrice in June, Au-
gust, November and De-
cember last year.

The one-man commis-
sion has already examined
and collected information
from dozens of engineers
including those in service
and retired in the ranks of
Engineer-in-Chief, ~Chief
Engineer, Superintending
Engineer, Executive Engi-
neer in various wings of
the Irrigation department
and linked to the Kalesh-
waram project in one way

or the other.

Further, the commis-
sion has summoned sever-
al bureaucrats who worked
in the Irrigation, Finance
and other line depart-
ments as also those who
volunteered to share infor-
mation with the panel such
as Adviser to the Union Mi-
nistry of Jal Shakti Sriram
Vedire, Telangana Jana Sa-
mithi MLC M. Kodanda-
ram, Telangana Joint Ac-
tion Committee convenor
K. Raghu and others.

According to sources,
the commission is expect-
ed to summon elected re-
presentatives who held key
positions in the Bharat
Rashtra Samithi (BRS) go-
vernment such as T. Harish
Rao and Eatala Rajender,
who held the portfolios of
Irrigation and Finance, in
the final leg of collecting
evidence and information.

Ex-CM to be deposed
Before finalising its report,
the Commission is expect-
ed to collect information
from former Chief Minister
K. Chandrasekhar Rao too,
who, according to the wit-
nesses deposed before it so
far, had played a key role in
decision making at diffe-
rent levels of the project
execution and used to give
oral instructions either in
person, or indirectly — in
written form.

Evidence collection in Kaleshwaram probe in
final phase

FTAEIHA AT A HIET Hhdol Ffad ToT &
Justice P.C. Ghose Commission of Inquiry

sl LA w s s

. The Justice P.C. Ghose Commission of Inquiry is probing the
alleged irregularities in the planning, design, execution, quality
control, operation, and maintenance of the three barrages of the
Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation Project (KLIP).

FarAfd f.H@fY. o smahr fr S Ferad foare s aREseT
(KLIP) & et SRrait Y atera, fBamset, forsureer, aoraar farsor, wererr
3R TEvEmE 7 wesnfaa srfAafAadansit & stra ) W@ 2

. The commission is likely to take up the final leg of its work from

Monday and submit its report to the Telangana government on
February 28.

RT3 S T 3fdA F MHAR F Y& A 3R 3= R 28
HE B AAINAT FER I GlTel T FHGAT g

. The commission was instituted on March 14 last year to inquire
into the alleged irregularities following the sinking of some piers of the

Medigadda Barrage and damage in Medigadda, Annaram, and Sundilla
barrages of the KLIP.
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AT Y TUTAT 14 A Ao e g o, o ARargesr Rer & Fo R & ged
31 ARergeT, IeemH st YR RIS A KLIP & Fenfad wareT &1 ST @ S |

e The commission’s term was extended thrice in June, August, November, and
December last year.

1T Fr a5, 39d, AR 3R R o gra dile IR 991§ 7§

e The one-man commission has already examined and collected information from dozens
of engineers in the ranks of Engineer-in-Chief, Chief Engineer, Superintending
Engineer, and Executive Engineer in various wings of the Irrigation department
linked to the Kaleshwaram project.

Tehel TN o Tgel &1 SoNforeR-gor-oiw, e gehferer, FaieRw shforr, 3k
TFAIFfed SIS Gotell SofaraRl § SeTehT Tehd &l &, St fams emer &
Rt e # § 3R o FoRaws RATM 72§

e The commission has summoned several bureaucrats who worked in the Irrigation,
Finance, and other departments, including Adviser to the Union Ministry of Jal Shakti

Sriram Vedire, Telangana Jana Samithi MLC M. Kodandaram, and Telangana Joint
Action Committee convenor K. Raghu.

IRAET o S SqIHEH 1 oA g, ot R=rg, A 3K 377 Remdt &7 & &0 9 ¢,
S T I AfFd AFET F FARHR ARH &R, Ao F= AT F MLC M.
FISSNA, 3R e gFa framaet afafy & waes K. g anfde g

e The commission is expected to summon elected representatives who held key positions

in the Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS) government, such as T. Harish Rao and Eatala
Rajender, who held the portfolios of Irrigation and Finance.

AT & HRa Aeg WIATT (BRS) TEHR # FAgcaqul Fal W Eal arel etz
gfafafert @ gorer @ Gemaen §, o 6 &L gfer @ 3 Serenm Wi, el s
3R & ATl ST FRIHR FHTT 24T

o Before finalizing its report, the commission is expected to collect information from
former Chief Minister K. Chandrasekhar Rao, who played a key role in decision
making at different levels of the project execution.

AT o RAE 7 3ifdH &9 ¢ & gl 6 HEIAA K. Te@T TG SRy
SHCST el Sl FHTGAT g, Dleglel IRISTAT & fsurged & [affied TR ) favkr aa
H Hgcaqul ffFe fems o

e Witnesses have stated that K. Chandrasekhar Rao used to give oral instructions
either in person or indirectly in written form.

IaTEr o FET & o K. TgQET U9 IfFded & O a1 379cgeT &7 O ff@a &
Aife®w @Ader ear :Fa o)
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Modi-Trump meet on Jaishankar’s 5-point agenda

GS Paper ll: India's
Foreign Policy

NEW DELHI

Ahead of his visit to Wash-
ington, External Affairs Mi-
nister S. Jaishankar has
said the inauguration of
U.S. President Donald
Trump, which he will at-
tend, could have “pro-
found consequences for
the global order”, spelling
out some of the challenges
and opportunities India
could face over the next
four years.

“Today, we may well be
on the cusp of a new era,”
Mr. Jaishankar said at a lec-
ture in Mumbai on Satur-
day. “One where the Unit-
ed States departs from an
established tradition of fo-
reign policy and focuses on
its own interests, rather
than in shaping the world
itself... Where the focus is
more on the compulsions
of competition rather than
on observance of regimes,”

he said, indicating that the
incoming Trump adminis-
tration would pose the big-
gest challenge globally to
the prevailing rules-based
order, which could affect
India on trade and immi-
gration issues in particular.
As a result, Mr. Jaishan-
kar’s five-point agenda dur-
ing the Washington trip,
his third visit to the U.S. in
the past six months, will be
to set the course for an in-
tense engagement with the
Trump administration, be-
ginning with an early meet-
ing between Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and Mr.
Trump. That could come
as early as next month, as
Mr. Modi will travel to Paris
for the Artificial Intelli-
gence (Al) Action Summit
at the Grand Palais, where
Mr. Trump has been invit-
ed, or subsequently on a
visit by Mr. Modi to the U.S.
in the next few months.
The next agenda point

S. Jaishankar

for Mr. Jaishankar is to set a
date for the Quad summit
in India later this year.
“The Quad Foreign Mi-
nisters (Australia, India, Ja-
pan) are expected to be in
Washington, D.C. for the
inaugural ceremony of Pre-
sident Trump,” External
Affairs Ministry spokesper-
son Randhir Jaiswal an
nounced on Friday. On Sa-
turday, The Wall Street
Journal reported that Mr.

Trump had told advisers
that he wanted to travel to
China early in his tenure,
and was also considering a
visit to India.

Ahead of such a visit, all
eyes will be on who Mr.
Trump appoints as his Am-
bassador to India, as Eric
Garcetti, a political appoin-
tee during the Biden admi-
nistration, will step down
on Tuesday.

In contrast to his strong
rhetoric against China dur-
ing his campaign, and his
nomination of a number of
China-hawks to his Cabi-
net, Mr. Trump has made a
number of overtures to
Chinese President Xi Jinp-
ing in recent weeks, includ-
ing inviting him to the in-
auguration, and speaking
to him over the telephone
on Friday in what he called
a “very good” call for Chi-
na and the U.S.

In addition, Mr. Trump’s
plans to begin his tenure

Modi-Trump meet on Jaishankar’s 5-point agenda

FYAHT & 5 T Tois W A-ET AT FHelThrd

Ahead of S. Jaishankar's Visit to Washington: Key Developments
S. ST FT AIRNTET AT ¥ Tgo: THE g

with a series of ‘Executive
Orders’, including order-
ing mass deportations and
raids on “day one” as out-
looked by his ‘border Czar’
Tom Homan, will be
watched closely during Mr.
Jaishankar’s visit. Accord-
ing to the U.S. Immigration
and Customs Enforcement
(ICE) Fiscal Year 2024 An-
nual Report released in De-
cember, there are about
17,940 Indian nationals out
of a total of 1.4 million on
the “final removal orders”
list, and 2,647 Indians are
amongst those immigrants
already in detention
centres, making them the
fourth-largest group by na-
tionality, following Mexico,
Honduras, and Guatemala.

Finally, the Jaishankar
delegation’s meetings with
Trump advisers, including
billionaire Elon Musk, will
be watched for announce-
ments on their engage-
ment with India.

o External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar has expressed concerns that U.S. President
Donald Trump's inauguration could have “profound consequences for the global
order”.

fager @t s S. SAAER A AT sgad i & 6 AR Wseufar Seres €a F 3gEeA

“YRah STIEYT W I IHIT ST Thall &7 |
o Jaishankar highlighted the challenges and opportunities India could face over the next
four years, suggesting the U.S. could focus on its own interests rather than shaping
the global world order.

SAAHT S TE AT o R 1 31970l AR &t 7 {51 gaAtfaay 3k sraasl 1 |

FAT U5 FohaT &, g 3ART 3qar ftdl W 310« eae Fa T govar &, 9
3% c¥aTAT A IER T F|
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e He indicated that the incoming Trump administration would challenge the prevailing
rules-based order, potentially affecting India's trade and immigration issues.

3eglel Ig bl fem for ey arell €0 wermwet ARae: frga-amenfta saawar &1 &l &
Hehell &, Sl AR & AR 3R Tl HGEI I FHIAT T Hehell ¢

o Jaishankar's five-point agenda for his third visit to the U.S. includes setting the stage
for an intense engagement with the Trump administration, starting with a meeting
between PM Modi and Mr. Trump.

FIAFT HT Gra-fg FIEHH 3k Al aman & Qv g.ow. # <0 gards & 91y T8
T LA el 7 g, o guresat A AR A oo o doF @ 3T gl

e The meeting could take place as early as next month, when PM Modi travels to Paris
for the Al Action Summit, or later during his visit to the U.S. in the following months.

Ig 4o A HEA o Igol TUTAHAT AT G@RT N I & 2R wans. v wfae
& foIT g1 Fehcl &, I1 O 3o 3R IEn o eI 30T $& FJQlat H|

e One of the agenda points is to set a date for the Quad summit in India later this year.
SRAHA & T g A ART & Fa15 AT H TG 7 & AMAS ¢, S 56 a1 &
37 # g

e The Quad Foreign Ministers (Australia, India, Japan) are expected to be in
Washington, D.C. for Trump's inaugural ceremony.

Fars fager #t itecform, 3Rd, SUe) €T & 3gHTed FARE & foIv aiferest a.H.
gl hr TG gl

e Trump has expressed interest in visiting China early in his tenure and has also shown
interest in visiting India.

WY o el IERTAT & Ugel TS Helell H dleT AT el I FToT o &l § 3R
R AT H o s oS &

e Trump's Ambassador to India will be a key appointment, with Eric Garcetti stepping
down on Tuesday.

HRd H €U F Tsiqq 1 [@gfFa Ageaqur gem, Fifer TR IR HIreaR 1 e oI5
el

e Trump's tough stance on China and his nominations of China-hawks in his Cabinet
will be closely observed.

€ FT fiT W FOR 7@ 3N 39 Ffaae F Na-afdat fr PgfFaat o ald @
egTeT fear Sreem|

e Mr. Trump’s plans to begin his tenure with ‘Executive Orders’ on issues such as
mass deportations and raids will be closely monitored during Jaishankar’s visit.

At ST AT AT HTA HRARIS hT YRIT ‘FREBH AU & TY HA H g, 5l A

Buréere 3R Ew, Sieg Faast i I F SR T § @ AT

e The U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) report states that 17,940
Indian nationals are on the “final removal orders” list.
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7.vd. RIS 3R FEerw wwAE (ICE) F1 RAE 7 Jdrr m § & 17,940
AT APRS “3ifan fAshra smqal” & g 7 €

o Jaishankar’s delegation will meet with Trump's advisers, including billionaire Elon
Musk, to discuss engagement with India.

FIAFT FT A T F FAGHRI T FHoATehId Han, o1 3Raufy veer 7w off anfder
g, oTfeh 3R & |1y Fael o ==l HiT 1 Tbl
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Poor demand hits
investments by
private sector in Q3

New investments by domestic private players fell 1.4% from Q2 reflecting

fears over costs, slow growth; States drive growth in public investments

GS Paper lll:
YEconomy

EW DELHT

ith  domestic
W demand seen
waning amid a

spike in inflation and input
costs, investment plans by
India’s private sector took
a hit, falling 1.4% in the Oc-
tober-December quarter
(Q3) of 2024-25 after a fleet-
ing recovery in the second
quarter (Q2).

However, government
capex plans registered a
sharp growth, lifting over-
all fresh investments in the
economy by 9.9% in Q3 to
%11.46 lakh crore from an
updated tally of £10.43 lakh
crore recorded in Q2. This
rise was led by a 34.6%
spike in fresh investments
by State governments over

Corporate India’s capex slips

Government capital spending grows, led by States, to lift overall
value of new investment projects in Q3 by 9.9% over Q2

s0 - Fresh investment by

ownership for Q3 FY2025

(Q-0-Q growth, in %) 34.59
22.75

11.82

State
Govt.

Central
Govt.

Govt.
(Total)

P

3.29

44.16

-1.41

Private
(Total)

Private
(Foreign)

Private
(Indian)

Source: Projects Today

Q2 levels, almost thrice the
11.8% growth in new out-
lays announced by the Un-
ion government.

Domestic investors, ho-
wever, pulled back fresh in-
vestment plans by 1.4%
from Q2 to nearly 36.11

lakh crore in Q3, show data
from Projects Today, a firm
tracking new and ongoing
investment projects in the
country since 2000.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 13

Poor demand hits investments
by private sector in Q3

ey e & fAsh &7 qamr
3 W @Ud AFr #7134

New investments by domestic private
players fell 1.4% from Q2 reflecting
fears over costs, slow growth; States
drive growth in public investments

e sl Renf3at qarr av @ & q@d
AT @ 1.4% $r PRae g §, s anr g
3R et gefr A A= amarFEt Fogutar
¢ Ud Adsrfas foaer & geftr it aomar &
wE

Investment Plans Hit Amid Inflation and Input
Costs

#gas 3R seIqe wer & fiw Ty FerEst
# frmae

o With domestic demand seen waning amid a

spike in inflation and input costs, investment plans by India’s private sector took a hit,
falling 1.4% in the October-December quarter (Q3) of 2024-25 after a fleeting

recovery in the second quarter (Q2).
HEIMS 3R SAYC oo H Jef&r & oI ee] AT Tl & hRUT, HRA & sl &7 Hr
foraer A3t 7 2024-25 & Fcav-fREaw AR (Q3) 7 1.4% Fr FRmae 38, St
qaX fomer (Q2) # Teh 3Rl FUR & STe g3l

o However, government capex plans registered a sharp growth, lifting overall fresh

investments in the economy by 9.9% in Q3 to ¥11.46 lakh crore from an updated tally
of ¥10.43 lakh crore recorded in Q2.

glellleh, GTRNY Golord saa Aarensit H aor geftraor &1 718, 5 ad Q3 F w7y «iv
feraeit & 9.9% &1 Fefr gé’ 3R I8 ¥11.46 /@ NS ISP q-g*?r T, ST Q2 H ¥10.43
A FUT & cTdel 3hs & 3HDF 2|

e This rise was led by a 34.6% spike in fresh investments by State governments over

Q2 levels, almost thrice the 11.8% growth in new outlays announced by the Union
government.

S8 Jofl & Accd Tod THRI RT Q2 T F HHad drat fadet 7 34.60% #r

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

gefer o e, Sl Ui TR g@rT O AT aorel # 11.8% T gefr & oremr et

almamwl

o Domestic investors, however, pulled back fresh investment plans by 1.4% from Q2 to
nearly ¥6.11 lakh crore in Q3, show data from Projects Today, a firm tracking new and
ongoing investment projects in the country since 2000.

glellieh, TRe] fAderl ¥ Q2 & 1.4% HH &k Q3 H FMHI ¥6.11 A& FAUS & Tt
fAaer A3t @ swed NS Wi foe, St Projects Today & 37Tehst & 38R, ST 2000

g ¢ H A0 3R IRy Aaer aRAS3it Fr ¢ FIar

83 injured in jallikattu in Tamil Nadu

GS Paper I: A&C
GS Paper lll: DM

INRUCHI

A total of 83 people were
injured in the jallikattu or-
ganised at Mukkanipatti
village in Pudukottai dis-
trict and Pallapatti village
in Tiruchi district on Sun-

day. A total of 750 bulls
were released into the are-
na, and 315 tamers took
part in the event at Palla-
patti. Police sources said
60 people were injured, of
whom 14 were referred to
the Mahatma Gandhi Me-
morial Government Hospi-

83 injured in jallikattu in Tamil Nadu

affaeg # STedlwee & SN 83 AT urre

Injuries in Jallikattu Events at Mukkanipatti and Pallapatti

AFFRUECE IR geraraedt # srecliweg geanst & a8

tal in Tiruchi. At Mukkani-
patti, 23 people were hurt.
A total of 586 bulls were
released into the arena,
and 300 tamers participat-
ed in the event. Ten of the
injured were referred to
Pudukottai Government
Medical College Hospital.

o Atotal of 83 people were injured in the jallikattu organised at Mukkanipatti village in
Pudukottai district and Pallapatti village in Tiruchi district on Sunday.

aar &l ggHieed forer & AFFRued ma AR fofr e & geamaedY e & mafara
Seelleheg H FHol 83 AT €IS g1 T

o A total of 750 bulls were released into the arena, and 315 tamers took part in the event

at Pallapatti.

Yedged & el 750 e @IS H oIS 1T, 3R 315 go 30 Mol & M gul

e Police sources said 60 people were injured, of whom 14 were referred to the Mahatma
Gandhi Memorial Government Hospital in Tiruchi.

gﬁﬂ@amﬁasomwy,ﬁaﬁamﬁﬁzﬁra;mmmm
AR 3Fgdrer H FST =T
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e At Mukkanipatti, 23 people were hurt.

HFHRICE A 23 oNT Tre gul

. A total of 586 bulls were released into the arena, and 300 tamers participated in the

event.

HFHRICE H ol 586 A 1S H BIS 91T, 3 300 e o 3 3Tl # a7 fora|

e Ten of the injured were referred to Pudukottai Government Medical College

Hospital.
mgmmﬁwmﬁﬁwmmﬁm?ml

How is TRAI and the govt. combating spam?

How will blockchain technology effectively counter spam? What are some of the steps being taken by the government against unsolicited commercial communications? Have

some of the measures already taken been effective against unwanted calls and messages? What is a do-not-disturb registry?

GS Paper lll: S&T

EXPLAINER

Aroon Deep

The story so far:
he Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India (TRAI) will
be using distributed ledger
technology (DLT) to register
spam preferences from customers, TRAI
chairman Anil Kumar Lahoti said. Spam
rules will be tightened to make
commercial messages traceable, the TRAI

has indicated.

‘What is TRAD’s role in fighting spam?
The TRAI regulates the telecom industry,
and its main role is in regulating
Unsolicited Commercial Communications
(UCC), the official name for spam. Starting
in 2007, the regulator implemented a
do-not-disturb (DND) registry, which
would force telemarketers to abide by
customer preferences when it came to
commercial calls.

1f a telecom customer signs up to the
DND registry, they are not supposed to
get any spam calls or SMS messages.

TRAI had also worked with an external
agency to develop a DND app, which
would allow customers to register their
DND preference, and accept complaints.
Under the Telecom Commercial
Communication Customer Preference
Regulation (TCCCPR), 2018, telemarketers
who called or sent messages to
DND-registered customers would receive
warnings, and if enough warnings
accumulated, they would be blacklisted
from sending messages to telecom
operators.

The DND app has not always been
maintained by the TRAI, and was briefly
unavailable from 2022 onwards. An SMS
reporting facility where users would have
to report messages in a particular format
was available, but further steps were
taken to make the process more user
friendly. In 2024, TRAI mandated that
DND reporting be made available on
every telecom provider’s app.

Unknown Ci

.

‘What role does blockchain play?

In order to fight the deluge of spam
messages, TRAI mandated in the TCCCPR
that telcos use a blockchain ledger, also
known as a distributed ledger, in order to
store a constantly-updated list of
approved senders of SMS messages.
Telcos would also be required to approve
specific formats of messages. For
instance, an OTP message that goes,
“Your OTP is 433212,” would be stored in
the blockchain as “Your OTP is ...” with
space for a variable. These messages have
been required to be sent from sender IDs,
and not phone numbers.

This has been one of the most stringent
rules that have been issued to fight SMS
spam anywhere in the world. Blockchain
as a technology allows for so-called
immutability, which means that every
stakeholder involved in a transaction has

GETTY IMAGES

areliable, un-tamperable version of the
same data. At the time of the 2018
regulations, the necessity to use
blockchain for the purpose of maintaining
a spam exemption database was debated,
as enthusiasm about the technology’s
potential had spilled over beyond
cryptocurrencies, where it continues to
be a mainstay.

In 2024, the regulations were tightened
to ensure “traceability” of messages, thus
making sure that telcos would have a
complete record of who issued a message
before it is sent to an SMS gateway. This
was aimed at plugging a crucial flaw in the
system that would allow anyone to
register on the blockchain solutions
implemented by telecom operators and
send out fraudulent or spam messages in
spite of the systems in place to combat
them. These, Mr. Lahoti has said, will be

further tightened in the coming year.

Have these measures been effective?
For those who have registered their DND
preferences, communications from
legitimate businesses that follow the rules
may have reduced. However, spam has a
constantly changing character. While
much of spam is merely commercial
messages that may be annoying but
harmless, the wave of digitisation has
increased incentives to get around the
protections against commercial
messaging and calling. A wave of
fraudulent calls have also emerged, with
cyber frauds seeking to ensnare Indians in
financial scams. Many of these operations
are done outside the framework of SMS
sender IDs, and are run through
disposable 10-digit phone numbers,
making it hard for real-time enforcement
of anti-spam regulations.

There is also the issue of spam and
scam calls from international numbers,
which can be leased from certain online
Voice over Internet Protocol (VoIP)
providers, but appear as legitimate
international call traffic.

Which are the other steps taken by
the government to end spam?

The Department of Telecommunications
(DoT) has launched the Sanchar Saathi
portal, which has a reporting site called
Chakshu. DoT has partnered with law
enforcement, banks, and other
stakeholders in order to accept reports of
“suspected fraudulent” calls and
messages, and has moved to cancel lakhs
of numbers that are associated with
unauthorised telemarketers and
scammers.

It also set up the Telecom Security
Operation Centre at its New Delhi
headquarters to monitor suspicious
internet traffic in real time. Meanwhile,
firms like Airtel have taken steps to
declare suspicious calls using Artificial
Intelligence as “Suspected Spam,” a move
that is being replicated by other telcos as
well. The telco has also started labelling
international calls on smartphones.

How is TRAI and the govt. combating spam?

er$ 3R TR ' F F e @ 0

THE GIST

v

The TRAI regulates the telecom
industry, and its main role is in
regulating Unsolicited
Commercial Communications
(UCC), the official name for
spam.

v

Spam has a constantly
changing character. While
much of spam is merely
commercial messages that
may be annoying but harmless,
the wave of digitisation has
increased incentives to get
around the protections against
commercial messaging and
calling.

v

Firms like Airtel have taken
steps to declare suspicious
calls using Artificial Intelligence
as “Suspected Spam,” a move
that is being replicated by
other telcos as well.
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How will blockchain technology effectively counter spam? What are some of the
steps being taken by the government against unsolicited commercial
communications? Have some of the measures already taken been effective
against unwanted calls and messages? What is a do-not-disturb registry?

seleael ddelldh TIH FT THTE! G F AFEAT F& FN? HeTae AMOfodF FAR &
e FIFR @RI 38TT AT @ FS FeHA FAT §2 FAT 98 § 3810 AT F& 391
Iaifda Fier AR w3t F Bare gord w §2 3-Are-Bred W w7 32

Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) and Spam Control #Rd ¥9R f@am#A®
wIftrsor (TRAI) 3R |\ f==or

e TRAI will use distributed ledger technology (DLT) to register spam preferences from
customers, said TRAI chairman Anil Kumar Lahoti.

TRAI faRa @rar wie@ Y (DLT) 7 392097 Y@ arfer g amesh! & T
WIATAFATT Tofichcd T Feh, ST foh TRAI & ETeT IHfae FAR AR o gl |

e Spam rules will be tightened to make commercial messages traceable.

T At & aed Rar St aife affsas gy #1 28 fhar s |

TRAI’s Role in Fighting Spam ®& & a3 # TRAI #r s{faar

e TRAI regulates the telecom industry and its main role is in regulating Unsolicited
Commercial Communications (UCC), which is the official name for spam.

TRAI IR 384T I [FART Far & 3R gohr A fffe reame aforfsas

AR (UCC) F fa ot &t §, o T 1 3nfahiRe = gl
e TRAIl implemented a do-not-disturb (DND) registry in 2007 to force telemarketers to
follow customer preferences regarding commercial calls.

TRAI & 2007 # g-ate-f3¥ed (DND) IAET oy dr &Y drfer ToliaArhed &1 arfoifsas

Hied & GO H IMgh T IrATAGBATIT FHT ITeled HLAT TS|
o Customers signing up for the DND registry are not supposed to receive spam calls or
SMS messages.

S IIgeh DND IWSEdt & ot A8 317 ad &, 3o¢ TUA Fled I SMS A Ied sTar
glel =IieTl

e TRAI developed a DND app with an external agency to allow customers to register their
preferences and accept complaints.

TRAI & T SIgYT ToET & ATY fAeT T DND 9 Aswfaa fFar ar, Gaw ags
HIAT FTATABATT Toliehed T Heh R RIS FPR T ST Feb |
e Under the Telecom Commercial Communication Customer Preference Regulation

(TCCCPR), 2018, telemarketers who send messages to DND-registered customers will
be blacklisted if enough warnings accumulate.

TNFIA FARTST FFgAFra FECAT I FAAT (TCCCPR), 2018 & dgd, d
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oleThed St DND-IfSees amgeht Y T@eer Aol &, Ife waica Jaafaar socdr &

ST &, O 37¢ soehferee fopar STwam|

The DND app was briefly unavailable from 2022 onwards, and a SMS reporting
facility was available for users to report spam.

DND 9 2022 & Efaa &t 9T, 3N 3uAerhcli3i &l A RAE ael & faw SMS
Raiféer gier suereer o

In 2024, TRAI mandated that DND reporting be made available on every telecom
provider’s app.

2024 #, TRAI 7 31eer fear f& DND Raiféer gx eolienid Aar verar & U9 9T 39efsy
&l

Role of Blockchain in Fighting Spam T & @8+t # sdlwas 1 HfAFT

TRAI mandated the use of blockchain ledger (distributed ledger) in TCCCPR for telcos
to store a constantly-updated list of approved senders of SMS messages.

TRAI sf TCCCPR # sl @1ar (RaRa @ran) & 3uder & 3faay frar arfe
EeRI SMS WaRlt F HANET YTl AT FMMAR HYST B arell Tt H FAT T
qh|

Telcos are required to approve specific formats of messages, such as OTP messages,
which are stored in the blockchain with a placeholder for variables.

Toai 1 waRll & faflrse g A AT &t Y aeTeRar §, S OTP e, faeg
Seliehdel H Ueh TAT W AT (variables) & foT @rely T & I TIda fohar Srar
J

Blockchain technology allows for immutability, ensuring that all stakeholders involved in
a transaction have an un-tamperable version of the data.

selehdlel e 3raRadeiae 1 At &l &, ¥¢ gAfRad FXd gu & deea
# enfAer |t RAURE! & 91d ST 1 3gE FEHIOT 8l

At the time of the 2018 regulations, the necessity of using blockchain for maintaining a
spam exemption database was debated.

2018 & [ATAT & HAY, TIHA P STEH AT TAIC W & [T sellepae & 3TN H
3MIRYRAT T 6 g5 ol

Tightening of Regulations in 2024 2024 & fA9AT FT F3T HIAT

In 2024, regulations were tightened to ensure “traceability” of messages, ensuring
telcos maintain a complete record of who issued a message before it is sent to an
SMS gateway.

2024 #, fagat @1 “cafaferdy” glafkad w3t & faw wer fhar m, S Teha it
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g AT A I AT gHl i I A A5 & ugel fhga 30 SRy o,
g QU RIS F10 |
e The aim was to address a critical flaw in the system that allowed anyone to register on

the blockchain solutions used by telecom operators and send fraudulent or spam
messages.

SHeRT 3662 YOOl H Ueh HEcaquT aly &l Seh {ell AT, St Tl &l #ff ofrenlar
TSI GaRT 39T fhU ST @ Scllehded HATUTAT X GoloT del 3R ei@rersy ar
TIH FeA Al A Al &ar ATl

e Mr. Lahoti has stated that these measures will be further tightened in the coming year.

Y AR A FEr § F 3 arer a¥ F 373U A’fAF ST HAT AW

Effectiveness of the Measures 39T &Y gHTaefierar

o For DND-registered users, communications from legitimate businesses that follow the
rules may have reduced.

DND-IfSrEes 3UAETRdiit & T, S AIAT &7 9ol e aTol 38 cgqamat & 99r

gl QT o1, 98 A g Tohell 8l

e However, spam has a constantly changing nature, and while much of it is merely
commercial messages, the wave of digitization has increased incentives to bypass
protections against spam.

gTellTeh, T T TI®T HdR Scoldl BdTl &, 3R Safer s@epr 3ifepier REam shaer
aiofSas @ g, Biedsor & oet & T @ guan # IR A & fAv deamd
&1 Jer fear gl

e There has also been arise in fraudulent calls, with cyber frauds targeting Indians for
financial scams.

mmﬁmmﬁa,mﬁmmmﬁaﬁmma:
fow afea &7 @ 81

e Many of these frauds operate outside the SMS sender ID framework and use
disposable 10-digit phone numbers, making real-time enforcement of anti-spam
regulations difficult.

SoH O Shs UIETYEr SMS UNe& B3 ol & gt Fdlfeld gldr & 3R ase fhw o
e a1 10-3FFT B FaRl T 3TAET ! g, ey -8 [gAr f aeafs
TAT 7 [IRE $ideT 8 Srar 1

e There is also the issue of spam and scam calls from international numbers leased from
VoIP providers, which appear as legitimate international traffic.

o 3 drEmE Flew w1 h IR HaaT HARSEHT Fa i @ 8 S VolP Weransi &
T o forw e €, S 3y 3aRrse ¢fhed & w9 # GEd gl
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Other Steps Taken by the Government to End Spam T# #I AT e & AT TWHR
aRT 3BT T 3T FEH

The Department of Telecommunications (DoT) launched the Sanchar Saathi portal,
which includes a reporting site called Chakshu for reporting fraudulent calls and
messages.

AR AT (DoT) & §9R |t o diea foram, foras arEmadt #ieq 3R geer
1 R i & faw v Raféer arse a8y anfae Bl

DoT has partnered with law enforcement, banks, and other stakeholders to accept
reports of suspected fraudulent calls and messages and has moved to cancel lakhs of
numbers associated with unauthorized telemarketers and scammers.

DoT & Flefat YadeT, 31, 3 3w Raemai & @y qgey #r § arfe dfeae
@ISy Sicd 3R Feelt H RUiE Tbr 1 o g AR Iafga sehamded 3ik
QTS %el dlell & SIS ol skl T &g el hr Gfshar Y& T &

It has also set up the Telecom Security Operation Centre at its New Delhi
headquarters to monitor suspicious internet traffic in real-time.

5qe 7§ feelt ety TPl & Faree F off T frar &, S areafas
AT H eI Sclalc &ftheh dhr fAIRTET ar B
Airtel and other telcos have started using Artificial Intelligence (Al) to label suspicious

calls as “Suspected Spam” and have started labelling international calls on
smartphones.

TR AR 3T Tohd o FRAF qEfAFAT (Al) FT 3TN Hd HGgRUG Hied
“gleTe T & w7 & Riced Fer IF X T § 3R TACHT R AHasdy
Fiow @ o oael A YE AT B
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Indian cryptography research gears
up to face the quantum challenge
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“Hard’ problems
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“Hence the search for harder and
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hard to solve,” R. Ra j i
Institute of Mathemarical Sciences,
Chennai, said
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particularly with advancements in
quantum computing, the interplay
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research and d pment, he added.
Modern cryprographic systems are
built on problems that demand far too
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say in the crypto community,
Ae your cryptosystem is broken, either :
s dead or a million dollars is missing,
\v.)n Mukherjee, an assistant professor at
the Indian Institute of ence Ed
and Research (USER), Pune, siid,
the seriousness of the effect of a broken
cryptosystem. Thus, oftentimes, people
use the old and the trusted to secure their
communications.”

This is also why, he added, “The field
of cryptography is very slow-moving.”

“There is a close connection between
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computational task: proof complexity.
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At the heart of any cryptosyst
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When the sender encrypts data with a
key, only someone who knows the key
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More sophisticated systems use two keys
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and map them in a separ.

mple is public-key
which is u>cd to secure
t. The
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sender encrypts with the public key can
be decrypted by the private ke
Researchers pn"ﬁ‘r the algorithms that
generate keys ta be one-way fun
name in mathematics for functions that
are simple o use but hard to crack. In
cryptography, th 1s they can be
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m is the key, a secret value an algorithm uses to decrypt, or un

v include communication complexity, the amount of communication required to complete
the computational resources required to prove or disprove statements:

or academic curiosity but is of
considerable practical interest, Yael Kalai,
whose work on proofs won her the 2022
‘Turing Award, told the lith Heidelberg
Laureate Forum in September (the author
was in the audience). “In tod:

the biggest problem we b
trustworthin i
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often crazy computations people are
coming up with? That is a huge new
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ty of disruption
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A mature quantum computer
could Iy br som
encryption methods widely used
today. Some researchers are thus
working on algorithms that can
resist attacks powered by a
quantum computer, an enterprise
called quantum resistant
cryptography

satellite-based secure quantum
communications between ground stations
aver 2,000 km, long-distance secure
quantum communications with other
countries, inter-city quantum m
ibution over 2,000 km, and
multi-node quantum networks, among
ather outcomes.

The Indian Space Research
Organisation is also planning to launch a
satellite with ultra-secure quantum

es are vhic

be cracked without knowing
Ramanujam put it, the challeng
protecting a house with a strong alarm
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ay functions are very
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Areas where Indian researchers are
working extensively inchude
communication complexity (the amount
of communication required to complete a
computational task), proof complexity
(the computational resources required to
prove or disprove statements), and
algebraic coding theory (using algebra to
encode and decode data).

Locks and keys
The goal is to make sure an adversary,
especially one with enormous
computational resources, can't crack the
code. At the heart of any cryprosystem
the key: a secret value an algorithm uses
o encrypt or decrypt data.

The Caesar cipher is a simple example.
It works by mapping the existing alphabet

to one where the starting letter is offset by

some number of letters. This number is
the key. For example, if the key is 14, the

encrypted alphabet begins with the letter
O (the 14th letter) rather than A. Thus the
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could easily break some encryption
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Mukherjee’s group at IISER Pune, and
those at the Indian Institute of Science
{1Sc) and the Raman Research Institute
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Development of Telematics, New Delhi;
and at Pondicherry University are
working on it as well.
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include the Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology and the
of Telecommunications.

f quantum

to build quantum-secure

Science &

em:
h ased on \‘h(' i r hl"ll’l’

we will have quant m computers When
he

huge

The consequences will also affect
India’s cryptography policy. According to
a recent study commissioned by
Thales Group, the volume of sensitive
data in the cloud could >u.u.t. ﬁum Sre of
all organisational data to 2
more data enters and lives in Ihr cloud,

‘encryption techniques for data at rest, in
motion, and in use are becoming more
pervasive, evolving into a standard
practice for protecting cloud-resident
sensitive information against emerging
cyber threats,” the report said.

There is widespread data loss as well:
the report said almost three-fourths of all
organisations have fuced multiple data
breaches in the past year, fommoq due to
inadequate encryption. Some 7
initiated formal cryptographic
programmes and 81% have dedicated

Padma is a science journalist in
i. tvpadma_I0@yahoo.co.imn)

n
Contact Number : 9971932488

Indian
cryptography
research gears
up to face the
guantum
challenge

AN I

Areas where
Indian researchers
are working
extensively
include
communication
complexity, the
amount of
communication
required to
complete a
computational
task; proof
complexity, the
computational
resources required
to prove or
disprove
statements; and
algebraic coding

Road, Gorakhpur




Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

theory.

AT aerwral e &=t F 3rcaftF w17 FT | & 3909 gar sfedar,
AT F F GU FA & AT 3aeagF §OR & AT Rguia sfeerr,
FYAT I AT F IT FENFR FA & AT 3TaTSF I0ET FATHA,
3R Asarford FifFr Rgua afae &

Fundamental research in cryptography that’s used worldwide to facilitate internet
banking, e-commerce services, and secure messaging systems is now taking root in
India as well.

getae dfFer, S-FAd dare, 3R giAT wgar gomelt B glRureees s & v g
X A IYANT @A arell foheetamdhy & giAandy segaers 3d oRd & it 379el S18 S
T 2l

The principal goal of those developing or using cryptographic systems is to improve
system security.

fscetanfihen GoTferal faenfld #tel AT 3TN A aled AEI 1 HET 36T JUTTell
T GRATT A GUR LT g

Cryptography — from the English roots of “hidden writing” — is the name for
techniques that secure information by converting plain text into ciphertext.

BrcetamdY — "I[CT oI@e" s T ST TSI W — TE dAeholleh ¢ Sl STThRI I HIGT
TS ¥ AIEHIeTEE H deoehy FRIATT il ¢l
It is concerned with the creation and use of encrypted messages that only the sender

and the receiver can understand and which a malicious actor who interferes with the
communication can't.

I ufeees waeM & fAATOT 3R 39er @ H@efd & Sieg dhadl At arerm 3R wred
e dTell FHS Hehell & R S T goTaaqot FfAT S HaR # §EAaT el g,
T8l FHGT HeheT|

Sending secret messages isn’t new. Archaeologists have unearthed clay tablets made

by the ancient Mesopotamians in which they wrote down cryptic formulae to make
ceramic glazes.

o TN ASAT 777 ET &1 cAcdtdal o el ARUICATA GaRT a=1$ a5 Ay
1 ATt Telt &, [ 3ogiel ared ¥ o & St <ol & Jelel &l & T 9

In the 1st century BC, the Roman dictator Julius Caesar used the eponymous Caesar
cipher to relay messages of strategic value to his generals.

Ugell ATATSAl $OT qd H, AHAT dTINE S{fordd "o & 39l STolell ' Wil FAged
& T AT & T gfacy HeR ST 1 39T |

More recently, many Polish codebreakers fled their country after Adolf Hitler invaded it
in 1939 to work with reputed British mathematicians, including the father of modern
computing, Alan Turing, to crack Germany’s famed Enigma cryptosystem.
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gel &1 &, o Nforer FsawHd 1939 FH TSleh fgcok & hAUT & &I 379eT ol & AT
& AR wffeyr fofeer fo=it & @y & fhar o, oed 3myfas sogfear & far
wole egRer o enfAe &, aifer & ST & aftey vfeear freifvew &1 dis &)

e Turing’'s work in particular established much of the foundational theory for modern
algorithmic computing.

Ay & & <gRer & w1 F yfas venmRef@As Fegfeer & fav Aesa Rgua &
AT |

e Scientists have devised many sophisticated methods to prevent adversaries from
cracking secret codes and gaining unauthorised access to sensitive information.

dafaret o &S gee faftat ur & § aife gfdedefaat i aed @15 diga 3R
HaeaARMel STABR e HATUPd Tgd I H & AT ST Fehl

e These methods achieve their goals by using algorithms and protocols to protect some
data’s confidentiality, integrity, authenticatability, and non-repudiation.

T fAfRTT 319y et I Uit el & foIT TeanReEH 3R Wehled T 3T Fl §
oifeh e ST T MYARIAT, IWSAT, THAIOIHAT, 3 IFFAFIT & F&T T S T |

e Cryptographic algorithms convert messages in ways that make it very difficult, very
expensive, or both to decode them.

frceanithes TeaRed TRl FI 39 g U Jeod & & 3o¢ [8HIS il g S,

gl FEIN, AT AT g S &
e A common way to achieve this has been to place some sensitive information behind the
answer to a very difficult problem.

S Ut el T Ueh THT Rl Jg 6T ¢ foh T FdeAMer SR I Teh

HiSd FAFATSH I & NS @M1 S0
e The harder the problem, the more inaccessible the information.

e ST FHALTAT BT, ATPRT 3 &f ¥ 19T graf|

o “Hence the search for harder and harder problems — for instance, even those that
guantum computers may find hard to solve,” R. Ramanujam of the Institute of
Mathematical Sciences, Chennai, said.

‘oot Hfea it Fise wwEast Fr @ — A & v, T e S F@ed
HFCYET Gl LT HRehel UT Tohd 8, . TATTSIHA, SECIC 3 AYATCH ATSAT,
YoetS o el

e As computational techniques evolve, particularly with advancements in quantum
computing, the interplay between complexity and cryptography will continue to be a
crucial area of research and development.

S-S AUTAT deholieh TR gt §, Ay &0 & Faies Fegféar & yarfa & &Y,
Ffeerar ik Breetamdt & o o R s AR A @ U Agcaqol &t
Foir g |

e Modern cryptographic systems are built on problems that demand far too many
resources to be solved.
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3MYfereh Fheetanftheh JUMTerdT 39 FATAHT W 3MNG & S & = & fow sga
31feres gaTer=t T 3TaeFHar gl B

e “As they say in the crypto community, if your cryptosystem is broken, either a spy is
dead or a million dollars is missing,” Ayan Mukherjee, an assistant professor at the
Indian Institute of Science Education and Research (IISER), Pune, said.

"SI o fsheel THErr & el Sl §, 3R 39 fheelf@Eed g¢ 15 &, ar a1 ot T
I #X G ¢ AT v AT ster 79w &, et F@eit, (R s R 3k
T FEAT (IISER), T & HEHIh HIhaR o gl |

o This is also why, he added, “The field of cryptography is very slow-moving.”
g HRUT §, 3eaiel SAieT, “FRceRmY &1 &5 9gd er-ga=r arer g1”

o “There is a close connection between comple;ity theory and cryptography, hence

many [researchers] work on these connections, clarifying notions and building finer
techniques,” Ramanujam said.

rFfeerar Ry 3R e & @i v SO oy g, safav 3 [Nushd] 3
FIFMET G HH I §, TAIRT & Tose Fta & 3K 310 Gl dahells IR ad

8. THATSTH o gl

e Areas where Indian researchers are working extensively include communication
complexity, proof complexity, and algebraic coding theory.

AR el Tt &1 7 Al &1 X 1 § 3 §aR Ffeaar, Rguia
Sfeeran, AR s FfET Rgwua afda £

e The goal is to make sure an adversary, especially one with enormous computational
resources, can’'t crack the code.

qeg g GiAREd el § 6 v o, [ &7 @ v i femmer arorar w@ret &
Y g, IS A A IS Tl

e At the heart of any cryptosystem is the key: a secret value an algorithm uses to encrypt
or decrypt data.

fonely of fohceIf@EeH T #H{oT § Foll: U Ied A 99 U TeaiiRed ser &1 uieshee
a1 f3fehee aet & fAT 3uher aar g

e The Caesar cipher is a simple example. It works by mapping the existing alphabet to
one where the starting letter is offset by some number of letters. This number is the key.

o ST v T 3G &1 TE AT quTATT B Teh W H AT HAT § T8l
IRTHS 3HeR $ 3ERT & TUEART gl 81 T§ T&AT & Soll g

e More sophisticated systems use two keys — one each for the sender and the receiver
— and map them in a separate secret way.

¥ Ieoic YoTToral &Y FTIAT T 3UAET HIH § — Teh Aol ared & v 3R T
ITCd Y alel & TT — 3R 3¢ U 3refer o ek & AT &Lt gl

e« A famous example is public-key cryptography, which is used to secure information
over the internet.
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T JHACH 3STEIVT ¢ Widstfas-doll feelamd, fSdenr 3UaT Setelc W SRy i
WET A F v fFar e g

e Researchers prefer the algorithms that generate keys to be one-way functions, a
name in mathematics for functions that are simple to use but hard to crack.

QMErehell 37 TEMREH T TYTABAT & & S BT 3ol A &, TheawT 14 8l
g, A0IT & 3 At &7 AT § S 3YIET FA H T @i g olfched dlSed H hice]
g &

e Some one-way functions are very difficult to crack and thus very secure — but they also
take a long time to decrypt messages.

T THRHPT F A5 # g Hfd §1d & 3R 7 IR g GG gl & — oifehed
3¢ HeRlT ot f3ftce vl H a1 FAT 91T B

e This is one of the principal reasons mining for bitcoins has become a very energy-
intensive process.

u‘gﬁzﬁs:rwa;agamﬁ-mmma:rwmw%‘l
e Researchers are also considering whether shorter proofs (of the hard problems) can be

used to verify the integrity of data in artificial intelligence and large language
models.

Mghdr Ig A foar X | & & Far sffica yamor (S a@eansit &) &1 393mer
IFERPRTT ST 3 92 ameT Afsal & a7 Hi Iy@saT A FAT Fa & v
fram S Tehar 1

e Cryptography isn’t just a mathematical or academic curiosity but is of considerable
practical interest.

fepeetamthr sharel Ueh AMUICHY AT A&TOIh TSTATET FET &, Sfoeh T§ Heca Ul SATagING
R #T g

e “Intoday’s world, the biggest problem we have to solve is trustworthiness,” said Yael
Kalai, whose work on proofs won her the 2022 Turing Award.

“3TST T AT A, g7 & R & AT T9q 951 FAEAT ¢ faeawaligan,” e Fars
g, foleteh GATOT WX fohT 910 1 & 37 2022 FT TR TEFR e

e Since researchers have solved the problem of authentication and security in
communications, the current problem is computation.

Hieh M3 o FEAR #H FATONRIOT 3R Y& T THEIT §T T &1 &, AT FHEAT
IOTAT & |

e “How do we know that they are computing correctly? How do we certify the huge and
often crazy computations people are coming up with? That is a huge new research
problem now.”

"EH hY STel foh & #+TQT ik o

Possibility of Disruption
faraesr 1 woTae
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Two research areas that could disrupt current cryptographic systems with significant
economic and social consequences are homomorphic encryption and guantum
information technologies, per a recent paper by the Organisation of Economically
Developed Countries (OECD).

al AT &9 S aie= freehanfhe Rves o #geaye’ 3nfde 3R amrfors
aRUTAT & |1 IR & Fhd §, 3 § srAfhe uiewcerT 3R Faes ga=r
vigafafEan, siar & snfds v & ReEfa 3t & |@arsd (OECD) & T giferdr quT
H gl 13 g

Homomorphic encryption is a cryptographic method that allows certain calculations

to be performed on encrypted data without decrypting it first and without accessing the
secret key.

gAAIThE Tfesreer ven fhectanfther deufa & Sif vfeshees 3eT W & 0T 58 Tgol
f3fhee fopw fotm 3R acd Foll de Ugd & el e 1 JiegAfd o B

The result of such computations remains in encrypted form and can be revealed later,
when necessary.

VY I0TAT3TT 1 aROTA vfewees T H BT g 3R HAGTHhdr 9sd W &I H T
T ST Fehar 2l

A mature quantum computer could easily break some encryption methods widely used
today.

Teh URYFT FITCH HOYET ISl S & § 3TN & Sl dlell $S Uiesholel
fafot & 3maEt & A5 @ g

Researchers are working on quantum-resistant cryptography (QRC), which involves
algorithms that can resist quantum computer-powered attacks.

ST FarEH-IfaRIet FRTeRmr (QRC) W H1A X & &, oraH T TeaRea enfaer
¢ Sl FAlCH HTYX SART HATAT §HeAl T TR T Fehd gl

Global and Indian Research Efforts

Researchers worldwide have been working on QRC since 2006, including publicly
funded projects in the European Union and Japan.

giedT 1 o AMehell 2006 ¥ QRC W A I g &, forasd JUdr ey 3R Srarer #
HaSifareh &9 & fad N aR@e anfder g

In India, groups at IISER Pune, Indian Institute of Science (l1ISc), Raman Research
Institute (RRI), and Pondicherry University are working on QRC.

AR #, IISER IO, AR Raer w¥ et (11Sc), war Rad $¥éege (RRI) 3R aifsad
freafdqaea & @ QRC W &H = © §

The National Quantum Mission, approved by the Cabinet in 2023, includes a research
hub for guantum communication to enable satellite-based secure quantum
communications over 2,000 km.
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T Faren e, o8 Fee 72023 7 Ay &, A e ¥R & v v o
& ATA g, 31 2,000 Bt @ rftrs Fr swarg-smeia |Aa Faren wor wew
FIM|

New Developments and Findings

duv Qe i @

e InJuly 2024, Indian scientists published a method to generate true random numbers,
which are crucial for creating secure private keys and nearly unhackable passwords.

FATE 2024 H, AR AR o Ted ARTEF HEAT 3cUoe] el T Ueh AT
TeRITRId &Y, St gRfdve fsht Ffot 3k @ svdesa gweEs s & for Ageaqet
gl

e This method offers enhanced protection by using truly random numbers for encryption.
Ig AT O Iefeas HEAT A1 SUANT e Uiesheeled & fIT dgak GRatr Jerd Hkcl
gl

Challenges and Policy Implications

gatfaar 3k Sifdera geme

e Arecent study by the Thales Group predicts that the volume of sensitive data in the
cloud could rise from 51% in 2024 to 68% by 2027.

AH WHE & Ueh FIOT YA o Ie]ER, FAB3S A Wagereler e T AT 2024 #

51% & SghY 2027 dF 68% & Tehal gl

o Almost three-fourths of organisations have faced multiple data breaches due to
inadequate encryption.

SIS NA-TUTE TaTsaT T JqATeT TIFHTAA & FRUT HS 3T Sooldall I ATHAT

T 93T B

e 81% of organisations now have dedicated encryption teams, highlighting the urgency
to enhance encryption techniques.

81% WIS 31§ FATIT Uleshoalal EAAT h ATT HH I g o, oif TleshCld dehailehl T
g T HI TISAT Pl ST &
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Water hyacinth
threatens the
livelihoods

of fishers on
Kenyan lake

GS Paper lll:
Environment

Associated Press

For someone who fishes for a living,
nothing says a bad day like spending over
18 hours on a lake and taking home
nothing.

Recently, a group of fishermen were
stranded on Kenya’s popular Lake
Naivasha for that long and blamed the
water hyacinth that has taken over large
parts of it.

“They did not realise that the hyacinth
would later entrap them,” said fellow
fisherman Simon Macharia. The men
even lost their nets, he said.

The water hyacinth is native to South
America and was reportedly introduced
to Kenya in the 1980s “by tourists who
brought it as an ornamental plant,” said
Gordon Ocholla, an environmental
scientist at Mount Kenya University.

Water hyacinth was first sighted on
Lake Naivasha about 10 years ago. Now it
has become a large, glossy mat that can
cover swathes of the lake. To fishers, the
invasive plant is a threat to livelihoods.

Usually, the presence of water hyacinth
is linked to pollution. It is known to thrive
in the presence of contaminants and
grows quickly and is considered the most
invasive aquatic plant species in the
world, Ocholla said.

It can block sunlight and impact
airflow, affecting the quality of aquatic
life. This has caused a drastic drop in the
population of fish in Lake Naivasha and
some other affected areas.

The East African Journal of
Environment and Natural Resources
estimated in a 2023 study that the
invasion of water hyacinth in Kenyan

The water hyacinth is native

to South America and was
reportedly introduced to Kenyva
in the 1980s ‘by tourists who
brought it as an ornamental
plant’
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lakes — including Lake Victoria, Africa’s
largest — has led to annual losses of
between $150 million and $350 million in
Kenya’s fishing, transport, and tourism
sectors.

The fishermen at Lake Naivasha know
that well. “Previously we would catch up
to 90 kg of fish per day, but nowadays we
get between 10 kg and 15 kg,” Macharia
said. This means daily earnings have
dropped from $210 to $35.

There are several ways to deal with the
plant, including physically removing it,
Ocholla said. Another method is
introducing organisms that feed on it. Or
chemicals can be sprayed to kill the plant,
“but this is not favorable as it would harm
other aquatic life.”

Recently the fishers, through a Kenyan
start-up called HyaPak, began using a
method that converts water hyacinth into
biodegradable packaging.

HyaPak started in 2022 as a project at
Egerton University in Kenya. HyaPak
founder Joseph Nguthiru said the
company is trying to use one problem,
the hyacinth, “to solve the plastic waste
pollution” problem.

HyaPak has entered into a partnership
with the fishers, who harvest the water
hyacinth and sun-dry it for a negotiable
fee. Then it is transported to a HyaPak
facility to be converted into
biodegradable paper material.

The company works with 50 fishers at
Lake Naivasha and processes up to 150 kg
of water hyacinth per week, converting it
to 4,500 biodegradable packages.
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Water Hyacinth Threatens the Livelihoods of Fishers on
Kenyan Lake

a1 1 FiT W FTahslt AR A Irhfasdr & AT gau

For someone who fishes for aliving, nothing says a bad day like
spending over 18 hours on a lake and taking home nothing.

ST AT ASO GHSHY TSI Tad &, 39+ o e ¥ 18 e faa=r
IR @l gy dlest F U Fo AL & FFaTl

o Recently, a group of fishermen were stranded on Kenya'’s popular Lake Naivasha for
that long and blamed the water hyacinth that has taken over large parts of it.

glel &1 #, hear 1 Gifes Aanmm $ier I AGIRT $T Teh g Sclail &I deh Har T
3N 3o g8 fov STagsht a1 SR sguar, e gl & a3 e &1 &b forar
gl

e “They did not realise that the hyacinth would later entrap them,” said fellow fisherman
Simon Macharia. The men even lost their nets, he said.

37¢ FE 3arsm et A7 foh Sterhel 3¢ a1q & war &I, 37 ATl AGIR WIFHAT
AFRAT A FT| o6l Sardm & APHR 39el el o @ 33

Introduction of Water Hyacinth in Kenya
Foaqr # Tepell F1 o=

e The water hyacinth is native to South America and was reportedly introduced to Kenya
in the 1980s “by tourists who brought it as an ornamental plant,” said Gordon Ocholla,
an environmental scientist at Mount Kenya University.

STershstt SfRror IARST At AT a3 adrr Sirar & 6 3@ dhear #1980 %
&AF H "TIChT SaRT Follael Ul & & H o1 a1, ABE Fedr FfAafder &
TTeRUT dATAe ST =T o Sl

o Water hyacinth was first sighted on Lake Naivasha about 10 years ago. Now it has
become a large, glossy mat that can cover swathes of the lake.

STorehsfl T Ugell aR 10 AT Ygal ofarem Fiier & @ I 47| 39 T Sl & 95 B
P Tl dTell Ueh 31, THSEGR IS o1 IS gl

Impact of Water Hyacinth on Livelihoods
STersefl T JTSfasT 9T wsima
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To fishers, the invasive plant is a threat to livelihoods.
AGIRT & T, T§ 3mhaAes e rehfasr & e gaw gl
Usually, the presence of water hyacinth is linked to pollution. It thrives in the presence

of contaminants, grows quickly, and is considered the most invasive aquatic plant
species in the world, said Ocholla.

IMAAR TR STefpsl i IUREATT Jquor & 21 gichl &1 T§ Teuehl o 3uiedfad & Jefr
¥ ol § 3R 30 gflar &1 ad HHHS el 9T JeT ST g, 3ol & el

It can block sunlight and impact airflow, affecting the quality of aquatic life. This has
caused a drastic drop in the population of fish in Lake Naivasha and some other
affected areas.

I8 FF TR A Ak Ferell § 3N I Fa16 1 GHITAT & Fohell g, orad STelld
Sfaret T IUTeaT FeMfad gl §1 Sa& stann e 3 3= weiaa &t 7 Asfadr &
& # Ay Rrae S B

Economic Losses Caused by Water Hyacinth

Sagsll ¥ g ard S JwareT

The East African Journal of Environment and Natural Resources estimated in a
2023 study that the invasion of water hyacinth in Kenyan lakes — including Lake
Victoria, Africa’s largest — has led to annual losses of $150 million to $350 million in
Kenya'’s fishing, transport, and tourism sectors.

§FC APFA SToTel 36 TAARAGTAC U5 Aqia RARST o 39l 2023 Y T eqTet 7
ITATE oETRT o o T sitell — fr@a 3nhrer 7 qa@ a3 T sher anfaer &
— H T3l & MHAUT o el & HAETT TTeled, TG IR ea e F15x5 @

35 FUZ Ste & Al FJhHled FH HNOT Fel|

Fishermen at Lake Naivasha report that their daily fish catch has dropped from 90 kg
per day to 10-15 kg, leading to a fall in earnings from $210 to $35.

oAarem e & ADIRT & T & oAby Foel ghsar v i AT 90 Fratame &
"ea 10-15 Rl 38 15 &, fOad 396 FHATS 210 sfeR & geahY 35 Sle & IS gl

Possible Solutions for Water Hyacinth

Sagsll & faw genfaa waTer

Several ways to deal with the plant include physically removing it, introducing
organisms that feed on it, or spraying chemicals, though the latter is not favorable as it
harms other aquatic life.

g ¥ g & F% dS §, S 30 IRING §T A T, SH Tl arel sial &l
QAR ST, IT T T [BSHIT LT, glelitch Tg RIHT Iefehel o6l & Faifeh Tg
3 STl Slidel 1 FHA Tgara ¢l
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HyaPak: A Sustainable Solution
gRTS: Th TR FAT

e Recently, fishermen, through a Kenyan start-up called HyaPak, began using a method
that converts water hyacinth into biodegradable packaging.

gleT &1 &, AGIRT & hedll o TCIE-31T §RITF o ALIH A STeishell i araifzddaer
AT F ago &1 fafy &1 3uer e g T

o HyaPak, started in 2022 as a project at Egerton University in Kenya.
FRNE, 2022 # Fear H wree IAafAd & v aR@eEr & &9 7 gE fomar awr

e The company works with 50 fishers at Lake Naivasha and processes up to 150 kg of
water hyacinth per week, converting it to 4,500 biodegradable packages.

g YT Aarem 3t & 50 AFGHRT & A HIA Kl & AR 9fd doarg 150 fraramr
Srergeft &1 4,500 aRABAST dar & aRafcda e Bl
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G.P. Singh appointed chief of

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Assam police chief Gya-
nendra Pratap Singh has
been appointed Director-
General of the Central Re-
serve Police Force (CRPF),
a government order said.
Mr. Singh is a 1991-batch
Indian Police Service offic-

er of the Assam-Meghalaya
cadre.
The Appointments

G.P.Singh

Committee of the Cabinet
has approved Mr. Singh’s
appointment as the CRPF

Central Reserve Police Force

D-G till the date of his sup-
erannuation on November
30, 2027, the January 18 or-
der said.

The CRPF is among the
largest Central armed pol-
ice forces (CAPF) in the
country.

Senior IPS officer Vitul
Kumar has been holding
officiating charge of the
force after the retirement
of Anish Dayal Singh on
December 31.

G.P. Singh appointed chief of Central Reserve Police Force

. g w1 Fr Red gfew 9o &1 v@ Agea 7 =

Assam Police Chief Gyanendra Pratap Singh Appointed CRPF Director-General
IA 9w 9@ Aeg varg g 1 CRPF #1 Agifacas faged far an

e Assam police chief Gyanendra Pratap Singh has been appointed Director-General
of the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF), as per a government order.

I3aH 9w yHE Ay gar e # FE Rerd gfaw a@ (CRPF) &1 wgrfaders
fogerd foham a1 B, ST o Teh WIS & el I g

e Mr. Singh is a 1991-batch Indian Police Service officer of the Assam-Meghalaya

cadre.

A T8E 1991-49 F AT gfaw Qa1 FfaFmd § S srww-AurerT F3Td
e The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet has approved Mr. Singh’s appointment
as the CRPF D-G until his superannuation on November 30, 2027.

$Ree & gl aRfa S A Rig 9 CRPF Agfete® & w9 3 g &1 30 Ada

2027 % Tighd AT B

e The CRPF is among the largest Central armed police forces (CAPF) in the country.

CRPF 33 & ga@ a3 1 Fered gfaw @l (CAPF) # ¥ U= gl
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e Senior IPS officer Vitul Kumar has been holding the officiating charge of the force after
the retirement of Anish Dayal Singh on December 31.

aRSS SNTH HARRT A FAR o 3eig RAer g & 31 ey A Aarfarge g &
TG o HT FRGRT FRIAR FHTT gl

India women power past Nepal, India women power past Nepal,
clinch title in styleinkhokhoWC  clinch title in style in kho kho WC

AR T Afger AF & AU ST AT, Q-
mmmﬁamﬂmhmgc
f@ae Sar

Indian Women Win Inaugural Kho Kho World Cup
R Afger &1 A 3qETeT @-ar g w7 Sfar

PCS SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The Indian women won the inaugural kho kho World Cup in New . , .
Delhi on Sunday, easing past Nepal 78-40 in the final. The dominant e The Indian women’s team won the Inau9ural Kho Kho

display from the home side was consistent with its superiority right World Cu p in New Delhi on Sund ay, defeating Nepal 78-40
through the tournament. Former captain Nasreen Shaikh, who won in the final.

the Arjuna Award in 2023, announced her retirement after the final. o a?:r ﬁ' qﬁ_ H’g = Iﬁf ; @'— @_
faeg F9 ST, AYTT FY 78-40 ¥ R BTl A ST gor |

e The victory was a dominant display from the home side, consistent with their
superiority throughout the tournament.

Ig Siicl Te, ST T WeaqOr Jeeler AT, St R THAHC H 3eTcht AT o w9 AT
e Former captain Nasreen Shaikh, who won the Arjuna Award in 2023, announced her
retirement after the final.

qd Fedrel A AW, [Segiat 2023 & el RERR AT, o BIgelel o dlG 3e
ey 1 T
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Indian men beat Nepal in final
to ring in the double cheer

AT Jo8T o BIEeTel F AqTer
F A GEd Gt Ar$

Indian men beat Nepal in final
to ring in the double cheer

India Completes Double at Kho Kho World Cup
AR A B-@ faeg &9 & sad qu

. India’s men’s team followed the women’s
team in winning silverware at the Kho Kho World
Cup in New Delhi on Sunday.

| SPECIAL ARRANGEM;E.F\;T
AR T g9 A7 o ARG A 1 3TE0T Fd
India completed the <'10u'bl.e at 'the kho kf_lo World CuP as the men §.q. FaR Fr H’é’ M ¥ @rar g 93 [eax

followed the women in lifting silverware in New Delhi on Sunday.
Up against Nepal in the final, the men won 54-36 to live up to the Sirar|

expectations of a buoyant crowd. Captain Pratik Waikar was one of o The men's team defeated Nepal 54-36 in
HiestHrpetiamers forthepiensteam, the final to meet the expectations of the cheering

crowd.
Y OFH o BISeAel H AU FT 54-36 @ gl Scdlied s HiT 3edEl W & 3|
e Captain Pratik Waikar was one of the star performers for the men’s team.

el ol agHs I3V A & YHE Jeiashdist § § & |
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