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Gandhi was a true Hindu,
chanted name of Ram till his
last breath: Karnataka CM

IGS Paper I: Gandhi Ji

Rishikesh bahadur Desai
BELAGAVI

“Some BJP members keep
alleging that Mahatma
Gandhi was anti-Hindu.
But he was a true Hindu.
He sought reforms and era-
dication of social evils like
untouchability and dis-
crimination,” Karnataka
Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah said at a programme
to unveil the statue of
Gandhiji in front of the Su-
varna Soudha at Belagavi.

“Till his last breath, he
was chanting the name of
Lord Ram. Nathuram
Godse, a man who was
blinded by communal
hatred, shot Gandhiji.
Even then, Gandhiji said
Hey Ram and died. There
is no need for a better ex-
ample to prove that he was
a true Hindu,” Mr. Siddara-
maiah said.

He said while the Con-

Congress president M. Malllkarjun Kharge during the unveiling of
the Mahatma Gandhi statue in Belagavi on Tuesday. PK. BADIGER

gress believes in the Hindu
faith as understood by
Gandhiji, the BJP believes
in “dividing the society on
the basis of caste and
religion”.

Describing  Gandhiji’s
spirit of reforms as true
Hinduism, Mr. Siddara-
maiah said, “He worked to-
wards the abolition of un-
touchability, empowering
women, and communal
harmony. He wanted Hin-
dus and Muslims to live as

brothers. We should all be
indebted to him.”
Congress president M.
Mallikarjun Kharge coun-
tered the BJP’s constant al-
legation that the party had
“insulted” B.R. Ambedkar
and his legacy, arguing that
the saffron party was only
“repeating a lie” in the
hope of “twisting history”
to create artificial diffe-
rences between leaders

such as Gandhiji and
Ambedkar.

Gandhi was a true Hindu, chanted name of Ram till his last
breath: Karnataka CM
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el WA Rg &, 3rvelt nf@dr g a& T w1 A 9 @
Fallch HTH

Siddaramaiah Defends Mahatma Gandhi’s Hindu Identity
fRqurtar A wgreaAr el i g geaer F1 T fFar

Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah said, "Some BJP members keep alleging that
Mahatma Gandhi was anti-Hindu, but he was a true Hindu."

Felteh! FEIAA RAGURAAT o #gl, "$T BIP WeFd Ig IR o91d Tl & o AgTeaAT
aieft fig fael &, Afere a8 e w=ar Rg A"

He further added that Gandhi sought reforms and eradication of social evils like
untouchability and discrimination.

3egiel 39T gl foh Iel o Jrgyerdr R fesma S AR RISA HT FHICT HA
3R GuRT & HIRer S|

Siddaramaiah mentioned that till his last breath, Gandhi was chanting the name of Lord
Ram.

facem@ar o &gr & 30 sifaw gwE O T I\ F AR F JT W T I

Nathuram Godse, blinded by communal hatred, shot Gandhi, and even then, Gandhi
said "Hey Ram" and died.

AT MW, S AR gomr & 3ur ar, & el @ ool A, iR Y o aniely &
"¥ A" FET AR A Y 9ed g
Siddaramaiah said there is no better example to prove that Gandhi was a true Hindu.

et & #eT {6 Tg IS dga” 3eEI0T ALl &1 Fehel foh amell weh wear fig A

He also stated that the Congress believes in the Hindu faith as understood by Gandhi,
while the BJP believes in dividing society on the basis of caste and religion.

3ogiel UE S gl Toh HIAW aMell garT A a0 fgg 4o # favard T §, STafe BIP
TATST FI I 3R 4o & 3R I diead # 92T aar gl

Describing Gandhi’s spirit of reforms as true Hinduism, Siddaramaiah emphasized
Gandhi’'s work towards the abolition of untouchability, empowering women, and
communal harmony.

I & FURTAS TSeHIOT P 318N g o3 sarar gu, Reumaar & el & srgeaar
3eHed, A3t & FATFdHIT, 3R AFTERF We3a & fav fFr v Hf W SR
fe

Gandhi wanted Hindus and Muslims to live as brothers.

anelt =g A R fég 3R qHaHAT 378 A e W

Siddaramaiah concluded by stating that everyone should be indebted to Gandhi.
TACURAAT F fsehy TAenrelm b ga @el &l anell & i Feat glor =AMBT|

Congress president M. Mallikarjun Kharge countered the BJP’s allegation of insulting
B.R. Ambedkar and his legacy, calling it a lie to create artificial differences between
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leaders like Gandhi and Ambedkar.

AT IeeT Afeadrold @A o BIP & SR, HATHT 3R 37 €T HT A
A & AR HT STare o, 57 el 3R s S A3 F g FEA AqeE dar
A & v g5 R &

Tale of two translators taking Tamil literature to the world

Pruiksma credits Avvaivar for bringing back his desire to be a writer; Leticia Ibanez learnt Tamil as form of gratitude

[Pcs |

Meghna M.
CHENNAI

homas Hitoshi
T Pruiksma credits
Avvaiyar for

bringing his desire to be a
writer back. “I had a
breakthrough reading
Avvaiyar’s poems. She has
returned my love for
words, language, stories,
and the desire to be a
writer,” said the
48-year-old Japanese-
American translator.

Next, he will translate
Avvaiyar’s works, including
Athichudi, Moodurai,
Kondrai Vendhan, Nalvazhi,
and some stand-alone
poems.

Fresh off the success of
his latest translation work
of Thirukkural in English,
The Kural, which is
co-published by the Tamil

[GS Paper I: A&C

Thomas Hitoshi Pruiksma

Nadu Textbook and
Educational Services
Corporation (TNTESC), Mr.
Thomas says that while it
took five years to complete
the translation, it was 15
years in the making.

“My teacher, K.V.
Ramakoti, in 2003, had
been telling me that
someone needed to
translate it, and only in
2016 did I understand,” he
says. A trilingual version of
Thirukkural will also be

Leticia Ibanez

published by TNTESC.

In 1998 when Mr.
Thomas had come to a
village near Madurai on a
fellowship, his friend
introduced him to
professor K.V. Ramakoti,
who taught him spoken
Tamil for a year.

However, it was when
he came back in 2003 on a
Fullbright Scholarship, he
delved into the Tamil
language with professor
Ramakoti. With his help,

Mr. Thomas refined the
translation of Thirukkural
in 2017. “It was due to the
extraordinary teaching and
affection from my family in
Valayapatti that I found
myself becoming part of
Tamil Nadu,” he says.

Spoken Tamil different
The story is similar for
Leticia Ibanez, of France,
who learnt Tamil as a form
of gratitude. “In 2005, 1
had met a couple of Tamil
people, who were from
Puducherry, in France and
they showered me with
affection,” said the
43-year-old whose latest
translation of Perumal
Murugan’s Maadhorubagan
in French had hit the
bookstands recently. While
she got a ‘Learn Tamil by
Yourself” book, she
realised that it was very

different from spoken
Tamil. So, she learnt more
colloquial Tamil from
watching TV serials.

Teaching modern and
contemporary Tamil
literature at the Inalco
National Institute for
Oriental Languages and
Civilizations in Paris, Ms.
Leticia wrote her PhD
thesis on Mowni’s writings.
“I had to translate his
Tamil excerpts into French
and I realised 1 liked
translating,” she adds.

But it was when she was
delivering a lecture on
Tamil literature that she
was discovered for her
translation prowess. “A
French publisher in the
audience called me a year
later to translate a Sri
Lankan author’s book and
since then, I have not
looked back,” she said.

Tale of two translators taking Tamil literature to the world

aﬁamﬁwaﬁgﬁmaﬁq@ﬁmaa@mﬁaﬁm

e Pruiksma credits Avvaiyar for bringing back his desire to be a writer;
Leticia Ibanez learnt Tamil as form of gratitude

o YSFEATA JdWH Telal I ATl STOT H IUH A FT AT Hed@AR e,
ARfAaT sa@er A Faaar F w0 7 afdw A

e Thomas Hitoshi Pruiksma Credits Avvaiyar for Inspiring His Desire to Be a Writer
uiHe el TEgHEAT ael A A FToT F TS F AT AR AT A §

e Thomas Hitoshi Pruiksma, a 48-year-old Japanese-American translator, credits
Avvaiyar for bringing back his desire to be a writer.

Address
Email Id :

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website :

patrioticias.in

3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
info@patrioticias.in




Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

giae Rl qEgwer, v 48 auiy IE-FARFT Heare, e o@eT H gTOT A
A o & AT sedaR # A & g

e He said, “I had a breakthrough reading Avvaiyar’s poems. She has returned my love
for words, language, stories, and the desire to be a writer.”

3egIeT T, "HS AR T FHTAAE TG T 31 3Uafoy AT | 3ogia A A=a, 17,
Ferfaral, 3N olEsT T gToT & oA: Sifad fhar”

e Thomas will next translate Avvaiyar’s works, including Athichudi, Moodurai, Kondrai
Vendhan, Nalvazhi, and some stand-alone poems.

UTAH 3Tl HeH HAAR & At 1 31edre e, forad Hfsgd, g, wigd due,
doarar, 3R $o& FdT Hfadw nfae gl
e Fresh off the success of his latest translation work of Thirukkural in English, The Kural,

co-published by the Tamil Nadu Textbook and Educational Services Corporation
(TNTESC).

fATaFta & I AdIATH 3HeJdlc HI & FIA hl Fholdl & TTY, ST ARy
tFreg® IR AMBF Faw @A (TNTESC) SaRT -9 &

 He mentioned that while it took him five years to complete the translation, the project
was 15 years in the making.

3eglel aaraT foh STgT 39 3fefdie &l QU el H 3o¢ 9ia |l o1, I T§ IRASTT 15
el # AR dAR gS

« K.V. Ramakoti, his teacher, had suggested in 2003 that someone needed to translate
Thirukkural, and only in 2016 did Thomas understand the importance of it.

3e7eh fReten .ft. THAFIE A 2003 A TE GoAa T AT fob RATFHIS H1 37gare AL

IR, 3R 2016 H ATHT FI SHHT Hged THST H 3T
o Atrilingual version of Thirukkural will also be published by TNTESC.
fAgerTer 1 Teh o FERIOT 8 TNTESC garT yenrfard fonar smeam|

e In 1998, Thomas came to a village near Madurai on a fellowship, where he met K.V.
Ramakoti, who taught him spoken Tamil for a year.

1998 #, YAT AGY & U Teh 91d H Teh Hhellfq W 3T, 56T 3egiel F.al. THHE F
Aor, o8l 30 Ush I de sSioaid T diae [Aars|

e Later, in 2003, he returned on a Fulbright Scholarship and delved into Tamil with
Professor Ramakoti’s help.

1g #, 2003 #, T FARISE FHIGIAT R a0H AT 3R NHAT THPIE T A A
dfAel & g SATTPRT 9red H

e With his guidance, Thomas refined his translation of Thirukkural in 2017.
3eTeh ANGYS H, UAE o 2017 A RATFFIA & 0= 3fefdle, I TRl |

e He attributes his deep connection to Tamil Nadu to the extraordinary teaching and
affection from his family in Valayapatti.

3o 3T TG ol I AfAAATg A I ATUROT RART 3R Fer et A 3= IRaR
I T & HROT |
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Leticia Ibanez Learns Tamil as a Form of Gratitude

AR saie AT & IR & w7 F dradr §

e Leticia lbanez, from France, learned Tamil as a form of gratitude after meeting a
couple of Tamil people from Puducherry in France in 2005.

aAfefar sams, ST A €, 2005 A B A qERAA @ 31T AT AT F Ao & e
AR & ¥ H affer @ e

e She realized that the ‘Learn Tamil by Yourself’ book was different from spoken Tamil
and learned colloquial Tamil by watching TV serials.

3% Heqw forar 6 affer gg ¥ Wi qrae serara & affe @ e & 3R
3ealel CIAT YRTATIfgenl & HATEIH ¥ Slordiel I dfFer drdr|

e Leticia teaches modern and contemporary Tamil literature at Inalco National Institute
for Oriental Languages and Civilizations in Paris.

Afefaar aRw & gerer A $EAEE IS IR FHFCNT dffAe @iy derar
gl

e She wrote her PhD thesis on Mowni’s writings and started translating Tamil excerpts
into French.

3egia 39 diwast fiffw Al fr d@et w foad 3R afde el F1 T J 3earg
AT Y& TR

e Her translation talent was discovered when she was delivering a lecture on Tamil
literature, leading a French publisher to call her a year later to translate a Sri Lankan
author’s book.

3HHT JHelale &TACT T HIHe 378 59 d affiel Wifged W Teh Al & W@ o,
S STe v BTl G A U Al o1 38 s d@H i qEdd ol fefdie
A & fAT gem|

¢ Since then, she has not looked back and has continued translating.

a9 b, 3egiel NS ASH 61 G@T 3R el SRy @
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The price of success

Kerala’s rising maternal mortality ratio
is not yet a cause for concern

T here can be too much of a good thing, af-

ter all. The demographic transition that

Kerala has heralded in the country has
now delivered a sucker punch to the State, with
its maternal mortality ratio climbing. Kerala led
the shift to the phase of low fertility and low mor-
tality in India, and got further, first. As the fertil-
ity level dropped, the number of births came
down, thereby skewering the best maternal mor-
tality rate (calculated as the number of deaths for
every 1,00,000 live births) of the country, in Ker-
ala. The State led the demographic transition by
achieving the total replacement level fertility rate
in 1987-88, and the other southern States fol-
lowed in the mid-2000s. A TFR of 2.1 is consi-
dered the replacement level, indicating the num-
ber of children a woman must have in order for
the society to maintain its size across genera-
tions. Below this level the population size falls. In
fact, this has led to moments of anxiety, political-
ly for the southern States that feel that with their
sub-replacement level fertility rates, they will be
at a disadvantage when it comes to the proposed
delimitation exercise of Lok Sabha seats based on
population figures. In theory, demographic tran-
sition occurs when a historical shift happens
from high birth rates and high death rates to low
birth and death rates, aided by advancements in
education, economic development and technolo-
gy. Such a transition is said to have occurred in
most parts of the world, allowing the world to sta-
bilise from the unprecedented growth forecast by
Malthus, and then move on to reduce population
growth, and birth rates. The theory posits four
stages - moving from stable population to a rapid
population growth, levelling out and finally, a de-
cline.

Nations that have reached there, including
South Korea, are struggling to revive population
growth, and even incentivising childbearing does
not seem to have the intended effect, as the fertil-
ity rate continues to drop. While it is impossible
to stop a demographic transition in its tracks, go-
vernments must prepare for the trail of conse-
quences that it will bring in its wake. There will
be far-reaching economic and societal conse-
quences as the proportion of the working-age
population comes down and the aged population
increases, placing an inordinate burden on the
resources of nations. It is, therefore, important to
strengthen public finances and social support
systems in preparation for a growing elderly pop-
ulation. Health-care financing will have to be im-
proved, and policies that support equal participa-
tion in household chores must be prioritised.
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The price of success

HPoldl T AT

Demographic Transition and Its Consequences
SR FHA 3R gEe gRome

e There can be too much of a good thing, after all. The
demographic transition that Kerala has heralded in the country
has now delivered a sucker punch to the State, with its maternal
mortality ratio climbing.

RN, Fefl-Fol e diet ol 5§ 310 & Toch &1 5
SHAAITEIHTT HHACT T YT HIel o &M A A o, 304 319
TSI H TF FI N ¢, FAfF 39 AT 7 & 96 IR B
eKerala led the shift to the phase of low fertility and low mortality
in India, and got further, first. As the fertility level dropped, the
number of births came down, thereby skewering the best maternal

mortality rate (calculated as the number of deaths for every
1,00,000 live births) of the country, in Kerala.

el o HRA H w7 woreret 3R et {eg ax & o1 A aRads
HT Aqca fohar, 3R gger 31f® 3T 9671 SH-SI TieteT Fal He,
STeAl 1 TEr o HH g3, e qu A AN 7 & (S W
1,00,000 Sifdel SeAl @R glel dlell Hcg $T T&IT & &9 H 0%
$I AT §) H deolTd 3T, ST woT H e 37T AT

e The State led the demographic transition by achieving the total

replacement level fertility rate in 1987-88, and the other
southern States followed in the mid-2000s.

U o 1987-88 H Fel fATUTIar FAX Yolelol &I UTecd leh
FAAITEARIT WHHCT T wAced fohar, A 3= gfaroft Te=r 2000 &
GAF H ALY H 3HS dI¢ Tl

A TFR of 2.1 is considered the replacement level, indicating the
number of children a woman must have in order for the society to
maintain its size across generations. Below this level, the
population size falls.

2.1 FT TFR & YfATYTIT X AT ST &, 5 g e2liar & &
AT T 39T THR I 9T e YT Ja10 W & folv Tah
AT FI el g YT = AfRU| 30 TR T A, AATEIT

HFHR g ¢l
eIn fact, this has led to moments of anxiety, politically for the
southern States that feel that with their sub-replacement level
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fertility rates, they will be at a disadvantage when it comes to the proposed
delimitation exercise of Lok Sabha seats based on population figures.

areaa A, g Rar & &1oll &1 RO F6r &, Oy ®9 @ gfarolt vt & fow, S Ay
FA & F 37 3T-9fATUT TR Tialel & & FROT, FT TEATAd ArpasT del F
qREAT 79I T 91T gl A I HTHe g1 S0, Fhifh Ig AATEAT HTheT R
3mefka gl

e Intheory, demographic transition occurs when a historical shift happens from high
birth rates and high death rates to low birth and death rates, aided by advancements
in education, economic development, and technology.

facuia #, FARIfTRT FFHFA a9 g § 9 Ue Ui daelld 3ea Jed &l 3R
3ed Aeg & ¥ AweT o 3R e i A 3R g §, Toreet Rrem, anfdiE Rew ik
wlefarhr & gerfa #HAee e &

e Such a transition is said to have occurred in most parts of the world, allowing the world
to stabilize from the unprecedented growth forecast by Malthus, and then move on to
reduce population growth, and birth rates.

THT FHAVT AT & TR fowdr F g3 &, FHE gfear A Arewd ganr e e
3ETUROT Jeftr qaTefdlel & FEuar gred &, 3R O Seraear gefer 3 sea e &t
hH FeA R H el

e The theory posits four stages — moving from stable population to a rapid population
growth, levelling out and finally, a decline.

fHeeid # IR OT I § - U SIeeear @ a9 Iaedr gafer 1 3 aear, @A
gl 3 37Tl werd gien|

e Nations that have reached there, including South Korea, are struggling to revive
population growth, and even incentivizing childbearing does not seem to have the
intended effect, as the fertility rate continues to drop.

9 & S gl 9gT I &, Forae afdior I ot nfAer §, Sewear g A e @
Shifad e &1 Ifrer X | &, 3R T o o a=ar der e & dicarfed e
sfoad 9HTa =18l 3TeldT G@rs &ar &, Fifeh Yodd &X olldR gedl o 8T &l

e While it is impossible to stop a demographic transition in its tracks, governments
must prepare for the trail of consequences that it will bring in its wake.

gTclifoh, STAATTEIHIT HHATT I 3Tall ATl H Uchodl FHHAT &, EIHRI Al 386 AT
el arel IROMAT & foT AR & ARl

o There will be far-reaching economic and societal consequences as the proportion of
the working-age population comes down and the aged population increases, placing
an inordinate burden on the resources of nations.

SIS FIAFTSA 3H BT SAEEAT H HAl 3T § 3R o FF9EAT 96l 8, o 368 s
AR wrenfas oo gr-gy de i, forad et & SaTeel )X 3rcafte gt asam|

e ltis, therefore, important to strengthen public finances and social support systems in
preparation for a growing elderly population.
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safT, I8 FecaquT ¢ F adafas w3 amniores wwdsr gonfast & aedt gau
STHET & v IR fRar o)

e Health-care financing will have to be improved, and policies that support equal
participation in household chores must be prioritized.

AT S@HT FATUIOT T GURS T TaeTehc glam, IR &X & F&AT F FaAeT
HTANERY &1 FHSA A dlell ATl S TATHbT &7 el =g T

L sources as follows — ¥897.80 crore from THE GIST
at 1S t e Status 0 t e Public-Private Partnerships (PPP); 701,77
crore through municipal bonds; ¥205.57
v

Smart Cities Mission?

Why did the implementation of smart cities bypass local government and depend on Special Purpose
Vehicles? What has happened to the mission in Shimla?

[GS Paper I: Urbanization |
Tikender Singh Panwar

The story so far:
Imost a decade has passed
since the Indian government
announced the concept of
“smart cities” as the new
lighthouses of urbanisation. The June
2015 announcement of 100 smart cities
aimed to create models of urban
development. However, these lighthouses
of urbanity have now been relegated to
the annals of India’s urbanisation history.

What went wrong with smart cities?
The smart cities initiative was based on
the Internet of Things (IoT), a framework
that works well in advanced capitalist
countries where basic utilities are already
in place. In contrast, in India, where basic
services are still out of reach for many,
“smart cities” essentially mean providing
fundamental amenities to residents. The

plan included two key components —
pan-city proposals which includes
IT-enabled services like mobility and
waste management; and Area-Based
Development (ABD) which was restricted
to specific zones within a city, focusing on
retrofitting, redevelopment, and
greenfield projects. Additionally,
governance of these projects bypassed
local governments, relying instead on
Special Purpose Vehicles (SPVs) registered
under the Companies Act, and managed
like private companies. City councils were
excluded, based on the assumption that
private company-like structures could
deliver better results.

‘What happened in Shimla?

Shimla was not included in the initial list
of smart cities. However, after legal
challenges posed by Shimla in the
Himachal Pradesh High Court, Shimla
was also granted the smart city tag.

Shimla’s smart city plan adhered to
guidelines, including pan-city initiatives
and ABD projects. The city had proposed
a mix of retrofit and redevelopment
projects within ABD. The retrofit project
had targeted improving city wide
pedestrian crossings, vehicular mobility
on circular roads, and three transport
corridors in addition to underground
ducting and parking provision. Additional
features were also added that included
eco-adventure tourism, and water
security through storm water and spring
water management. A total of 244 acres of
land was supposed to be retrofitted.
Redevelopment projects focused on
Lower Bazar, Ganj Bazar, and
Krishnanagar. The aim was to replace
dilapidated, unsafe buildings with
modern, resilient, earthquake-safe
structures that could boost tourism.

The total estimated investment for
Shimla was ¥2,906 crore, with funding

crore from external borrowings; and
¥348.49 crore from State and Union
government schemes, and the rest from
other sources. However, as of now,
according to the Smart City dashboard,
only ¥707 crore (24% of the original
budget) has been spent: ¥53 crore on
completed projects and ¥654 crore on
ongoing ones. The proposed PPP
contribution has not yet materialised.

What has been the outcome?

None of the funds have been utilised for
the redevelopment of the Lower Bazar,
Middle Bazar, or Krishnanagar. Traffic
congestion has worsened, and despite
initial plans, non-motorised mobility
remains neglected. Instead, funds were
spent on flower pots worth 32 crore.
Moreover, large, visually intrusive
structures were erected for escalators that
remain non-operational, obstructing
Shimla’s iconic valley views.

As the Smart City Mission approaches
its final chapter, the lessons are glaringly
evident. Projects devoid of meaningful
urban governance and public
involvement, are bound to fail. With no
ownership or accountability, the smart
city vision has faded into oblivion.

Tikender Singh Panwar is a former
deputy mayor of Shimla and Member,
Kerala Urban Commission.

What is the status of the Smart Cities Mission?

AC A e fr ufa a1 &2

Why did the implementation of smart cities bypass local government and depend
on Special Purpose Vehicles? What has happened to the mission in Shimla?

e A & Faeaad & ST @R & QXIfFAR R Q{AAy g3iee agar W
ﬁﬁww’iwﬂé?mm#ﬁamwwgm?

Smart Cities in India: A Decade Later

AT # ¢ A & s 9

The smart cities initiative was
based on the Internet of Things
(loT), a framework that works
well in advanced capitalist
countries where basic utilities
are already in place.

v

Governance of these projects
bypassed local governments,
relying instead on Special
Purpose Vehicles registered
under the Companies Act. City
councils were excluded, based
on the assumption that private
company-like structures could
deliver better results.

v

Projects devoid of meaningful
urban governance and public
involvement, are bound to fail.

e Almost a decade has passed since the Indian government announced the concept of
“smart cities” as the new lighthouses of urbanisation.
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ST Teh GUF il AT & o9 HARAT TIAR o “FATE AT & 3@emon i
UEAIOT & AT JhRRFAH o ®T H G fohar am

The June 2015 announcement of 100 smart cities aimed to create models of urban
development.

ST 2015 F 100 TATE fAEST T ENWUT &l 35T Aedt & & Alse IR e |

However, these lighthouses of urbanity have now been relegated to the annals of
India’s urbanisation history.

gTelifeh, A BT & TPIIEAH 37T R & AeAROT STABTH F Toadl A AR &
& &l

What went wrong with smart cities?

mﬁﬁé’ﬁrﬁwmg&rr?

The smart cities initiative was based on the Internet of Things (loT), a framework that
works well in advanced capitalist countries where basic utilities are already in place.

TAE A ggd Seeie 36 A7 (loT) W 3menRa o, S T AT oiar § S 3eaAd
golardr St # 3esT e H1H T ¢, 56l Jiadrer AU ggo & 3Tt g

In contrast, in India, where basic services are still out of reach for many, “smart cities”
essentially mean providing fundamental amenities to residents.

sad faudid, sIRd &, STl & At & v giazrdy aard 3nd off oo § o
"FATE THE o1 AT IS iAW FerleT e o

The plan included two key components — pan-city proposals, which include IT-
enabled services like mobility and waste management; and Area-Based Development

(ABD) which was restricted to specific zones within a city, focusing on retrofit,
redevelopment, and greenfield projects.

ASfelr # & 9@ uceh ¥ — 9-Rd) weama, Toreet amdd-warer dard o Ao sk
FIRT JaeeT A & 3R TRAT-3F8 Saauydic (ABD), St T 2EX & fAfdse &iEf a=
AT o1, 3R R, gafdswm, 3R dades Ndeeq W Hied

Additionally, governance of these projects bypassed local governments, relying
instead on Special Purpose Vehicles (SPVs) registered under the Companies Act,
and managed like private companies.

maﬁﬁﬁ,%mﬁmwemwmwﬁaﬁa@mmgmﬁﬁma:
dgd siiehd TIAT U9H iFed (SPVs) W 8 ar, 3R go¢ fasht Fafaat & awg
geferd fohar S I@r |

City councils were excluded, based on the assumption that private company-like
structures could deliver better results.

Rt #rsfew 1 STeX fohar T o, T AT gu ok fas Sue-ohlt drgand sgek
aRonH & Fehdll g
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What happened in Shimla?
fRraren & 71 gam?

Shimla was not included in the initial list of smart cities.

fRrraT &t 3 g # wAe A A enfAer FE o arr )

However, after legal challenges posed by Shimla in the Himachal Pradesh High Court,
Shimla was also granted the smart city tag.

glelifeh, AT YT 3w AT # AT SarT el Foilch & o, e wr o
wATE A F7 o1 g I

Shimla’s smart city plan adhered to guidelines, including pan-city initiatives and ABD
projects.

AT Hr EATE A At enfadelt &1 graed Hiar oY, foad $7-RAdr ggases! 3k
ABD Wisiged anfAe I

The city had proposed a mix of retrofit and redevelopment projects within ABD.
MG A ABD & e Relfthe 3R qafdsrar wieteed 1 fsor gearda fhar |

The retrofit project had targeted improving citywide pedestrian crossings, vehicular
mobility on circular roads, and three transport corridors in addition to underground
ducting and parking provision.

Relftve dietee &1 3682 AT A Y UK crossings, A IfA I JaTHR TSH T
FURET, 3R et aRager aTfeaRi & ary-are fAera sfarer ik wifdar giaemat &r
SIAEAT il AT

Additional features were also added, including eco-adventure tourism, and water
security through storm water and spring water management.

FfaRea giaurd o Sier 18, e §a-vsdR gded, 3R i FRam s fov aut srer
3R gEa S yaue A |

A total of 244 acres of land was supposed to be retrofitted.

Sl 244 T A H Rlfthe Fhar S o

Redevelopment projects focused on Lower Bazar, Ganj Bazar, and Krishnanagar.
gafdeE aRASETE diat TR, e a9, 3R FEOMER ) Hed o

The aim was to replace dilapidated, unsafe buildings with modern, resilient,
earthquake-safe structures that could boost tourism.

3C4eT T Awel, IR a1 1 3TN, e, HFNT-FRfara wx=ansit & aeofer
S qdee 1 dTaT & Hh

The total estimated investment for Shimla was 2,906 crore, with funding sources as
follows — ¥897.80 crore from Public-Private Partnerships (PPP); ¥101.77 crore
through municipal bonds; ¥205.57 crore from external borrowings; and ¥348.49
crore from State and Union government schemes, and the rest from other sources.

RIeer & AT For gATiAT Ader u122,906 3, T g aid 30 R & —
£897.80 F3 Ufeah-yIsde rEaRiAH (PPP) &; €101.77 FUS 9K fAIH Sz &
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ACIH U; €205.57 FO3 a8 3 ;31 2348.49 F05 U 3R Fg WFR Aroransit
T, 3R 91T 3T giar 9

e However, as of now, according to the Smart City dashboard, only ¥707 crore (24% of
the original budget) has been spent: ¥53 crore on completed projects and ¥654 crore
on ongoing ones.

glelifeh, 371 deh, TATE A& 3AAS & IETER, hdel T707 FAF (F[T TolC HT 24%) T
fohT 71T §: ¥53 FUT QU1 IRASTABIT R HR 7654 FAT ol W IRASAST W
e The proposed PPP contribution has not yet materialised.

YEATTAd PPP ANIEIA 319 deh dredidsh §9 & g1 3T g

What has been the outcome?

g 41 @172

+ None of the funds have been utilised for the redevelopment of the Lower Bazar, Middle
Bazar, or Krishnanagar.

ST Hgd # Hig M ST AR TGN, AT 6K, I FOMTIR & AGRE & fow
Jer forar =T &

e Traffic congestion has worsened, and despite initial plans, non-motorised mobility
remains neglected.

AT S 3R 3RS T¢I §, AR RS A3t & aaepe, d-afa awger
arfarefierar & 3reedr dr S g

e Instead, funds were spent on flower pots worth ¥2 crore.
gHS IS, HheH Fal & IHA W T2 FA3 T [T 0|

e Moreover, large, visually intrusive structures were erected for escalators that remain
non-operational, obstructing Shimla’s iconic valley views.

g% 3TcATaT, 93, 33T §9 & Tolol STelel dlell AXTU Jells IS TFhael & folw St
318 T A @ A @I &, 3R AT & UgrE 7T Fr a%Y I WG B

¢ Asthe Smart City Mission approaches its final chapter, the lessons are glaringly
evident.

S-S TATE A e 3r9e 31| ToT Y 3R 9¢ @ ¢, 5HS 916 TS & A
T 3T @ &

o Projects devoid of meaningful urban governance and public involvement are bound to
fail.

YUY e AT 3N Adeifoieh MR & Wed IRAGAT faher g1 & faT foad
gl
e With no ownership or accountability, the smart city vision has faded into oblivion.

P TAIHACT IT SAATdcel Aal glel & HRUT, TATE AT e sfag & 3N & el 715
gl
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Trump declares end to
U.S. citizenship by birth

Democratic-led States challenge order that could affect thousands of Indians in the US; President

also threatens 100% tariffs on BRICS countries if they attempt to move to ‘non-dollar’ transactions

NEW DELHI

hortly after being
S sworn in on Monday,

U.S. President Do-
nald Trump signed an Ex-
ecutive Order cancelling
the provision of “citizen-
ship by birth”, which could
directly affect thousands of
Indian professionals work-
ing in the U.S. under H-1B
and other temporary visas,
who hoped to raise their
families there.

Mr. Trump also said he
planned to levy “100% tax-
es” on BRICS countries for
attempting to move to
“non-dollar” transactions,
referring to the 10-nation
grouping of emerging eco-
nomies that includes India.

“As a BRICS nation,
they’ll have a 100% tariff if
they so much as even think
about doing what they

GS Paper Il: India-US Relations

Signing spree: U.S. President Trump throws pens used to sign
Executive Orders to the crowd in Washington on Monday. AP

thought, and therefore
they will give it up imme-
diately,” he said, errone-
ously referring to Spain as
a BRICS member.

In addition, Mr. Trump’s
plans to crack down on un-
documented and illegal
immigrants could hit about
7.25 lakh Indians, of which
nearly 18,000 are already

on a “final list for removal”
or deportations.

Move challenged

A coalition of 18 Democrat-
ic-led States along with the
District of Columbia and ci-
ty of San Francisco filed a
lawsuit in federal court in
Boston on Tuesday arguing
that the Republican Presi-

dent’s effort to end bir-
thright citizenship was a
flagrant violation of the
U.S. Constitution.

As concerns grew in In-
dia over the announce-
ments, External Affairs Mi-
nister S. Jaishankar was set
to meet incoming U.S. Se-
cretary of State Marco Ru-
bio to discuss priorities for
the India-U.S. bilateral rela-
tionship and the Quad.

The one-on-one meet-
ing, which would be Mr.
Rubio’s first with any fo-
reign dignitary, was due to
take place on Tuesday af-
ternoon in Washington,
following a meeting of the
Quad Foreign Ministers.

CONTINUED ON

» PAGE 10
INAUGURAL DRAMA
» PAGE 6
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» PAGES 13 & 14

Trump declares

TFT A SeH ¥ IANH ARTREAT AT FIA A =Nom FHr

end to U.S. citizenship by birth
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Democratic-led States challenge order that could a* ect thousands of Indians in
the U.S.; President also threatens 100% tariffs on BRICS countries if they attempt
to move to ‘non-dollar’ transactions

SHHRE Aqed A sl F 37 A F AN & § A 3R F goRt st
H gHIAT FT FhaT §; WUl F gih & § & 3R Baw 3 'IR-ster’ AaeT A
3R g HT G T & a6 37 T 100% Yo AT ST

U.S. President Donald Trump Signs Executive Order
IARA Tsgufa BeTes T o FRFRT AT W FEABR Fo

Shortly after being sworn in on Monday, U.S. President Donald Trump signed an
Executive Order cancelling the provision of “citizenship by birth”, which could directly
affect thousands of Indian professionals working in the U.S. under H-1B and other
temporary visas, who hoped to raise their families there.

FHTR HI ATY ol & 916, JARDT T5gufd SATe8 TFT o Ueh FEAGRT QA ]

g U fTHH "Sed & YR 9 ARTRESAr T Jigens & g HX &, S H-18
3R 3T AR Ao W 3ARST H FH W [ ORI HRAT AR FF TS ge7riad
X Fehdl T, ST 98T 39 IRART &l 81 $1 3FAIG T G |

Mr. Trump also said he planned to levy “100% taxes” on BRICS countries for

attempting to move to “non-dollar transactions”, referring to the 10-nation grouping of
emerging economies that includes India.

#t TFq o Ig o FeT & I8 BRICS 320 WX "100% " o9t T Il 1T @ &, ST
"eAlel-3TeR" dlelgel HI 3R Tgel HI HITAA I I ¥, FTaehr ded siRa afega 10 ot &
THE O 1|

“As a BRICS nation, they’ll have a 100% tariff if they so much as even think about doing

what they thought, and therefore they will give it up immediately,” he said, erroneously
referring to Spain as a BRICS member.

“Ush BRICS 3T & & &, I 3 0T et & aR & o drga € aF 397 W 100% Nw
g, 3R SAfAT I A 3@ oI5 &3, 35l e, e W T FY BRICS HEFHT & &
H Hefdid #Xd g

In addition, Mr. Trump’s plans to crack down on undocumented and illegal immigrants

could hit about 7.25 lakh Indians, of which nearly 18,000 are already on a “final list for
removal” or deportations.

g faRed, oY < T 373% 3R Y varAAl & Td I RS Y
ST F ST 7.25 1@ HRAAT Y FHTAT & TohT &, T8 & 1979797 18,000
ugel g "3ifdH gere i g ar e 7 g

Move Challenged

et & o & 8
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A coalition of 18 Democratic-led States along with the District of Columbia and city
of San Francisco filed a lawsuit in federal court in Boston on Tuesday arguing that the
Republican President’s effort to end birthright citizenship was a flagrant violation of
the U.S. Constitution.

18 SAYFC-Acd AT AT & AII-ATY Freifadr e 3 A wifdFwr M Ao
I Feee H HET 37aTeld # Ueh FheAT G fohan, fSre# 78 o feam o &
Rufeererst Tsgafd &1 S=ATAGY AR AT 1 FATCT HLeT A1 I8 FANAT Wiaemer
T TS Ieade AT

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar’s Meeting with U.S. Secretary of State
fader Ff vw. SR Ay AR gy 7 & e

As concerns grew in India over the announcements, External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar was set to meet incoming U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio to discuss
priorities for the India-U.S. bilateral relationship and the Quad.

Y3 Jh ARG & [RaW Jea & ar, Qe #:=f wo. FIest 3ANA g 7=
Al FRAT A Ao arer & arfes sIRa-3rARE afavahar weaw i Fas & fav
I ASa W) =T &Y ST ol

The one-on-one meeting, which would be Mr. Rubio’s first with any foreign dignitary, was
due to take place on Tuesday afternoon in Washington, following a meeting of the
Quad Foreign Ministers.

g Th-Udh ook, oif A fgar & fordr ot el sorarea =afda & @ ugel So&
gl arell oY, AIAR GG T qfAeTeT # Farg fager AR i do& & a1 @ aren
oT|
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Indian stock
markets hit as
Trump takes
charge in US.

IGS Paper Il: US |

MUMBAI

U.S. President Donald
Trump’s first day in office
proved to be a torrid Tues-
day for the Indian stock
markets with the bench-
mark indices sinking to
their lowest point in about
seven months, and all sec-
toral gauges ending up
sharply in the red.

The BSE Sensex
plunged 1,235 points to
close at 75,838, a level last
seen on June 6, 2024, and
the NSE Nifty fell 320
points to 23,024, marking a
13% decline from its peak
in late September. Analysts
attributed the sharp down-
turn to concerns about Mr.
Trump’s plans to enhance
import tariffs and his
warning of a 100% duty on
products from BRICS na-
tions.

Midcap and smallcap
stock indices snapped a
five-day rising streak,
dropping 2.3% on the NSE.

Address :

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

Indian stock markets hit as Trump takes charge in
U.S.

TFT & FANST H FEHR FHIAS § HRAT A
IR & RmEe

U.S. President Donald Trump’s First Day in Office and Indian Stock
Market Impact

IHARA wegufa Seares TFa & gEd e F1 HRAT AW TR W/ 3T

. U.S. President Donald Trump’s first day in office proved to be a torrid
Tuesday for the Indian stock markets, with the benchmark indices sinking to
their lowest point in about seven months, and all sectoral gauges ending up
sharply in the red.

IANF weeafa Sares T F TEd G & AR R TRl & fov T
TH HAIAR TTiad 7T, ST TS S35 97971 I Al F a9
frerer TR A R 91T, AR Tl ST gEies I FRIge & @ S gul

. The BSE Sensex plunged 1,235 points to close at 75,838, a level Iast
seen on June 6, 2024, and the NSE Nifty fell 320 points to 23,024, marking a
13% decline from its peak in late September.

BSE Sensex & 1,235 3i%i &1 fIR1ae 318 3R Ig 75,838 W &5 g3m, o fh 6
SIeT 2024 &1 &W@T a7 AT, 3R NSE Nifty # 320 31 i1 fRrae 318 3R a5
23,024 TX g g3, S foh e & 3@ & 3707 RIWR & 13% A ARm@e
goffar 1

. Analysts attributed the sharp downturn to concerns about Mr. Trump’s
plans to enhance import tariffs and his warning of a 100% duty on products
from BRICS nations.

faeavent A 5@ Mg FRae 1 A a0 1 3T Yo do= A A3 AR
BRICS &2if & 3cral W 100% e ol &l dcraet & S|

. Midcap and smallcap stock indices snapped a five-day rising streak,
dropping 2.3% on the NSE.

st ik Trtad weie gaai! 4 g = # ggfr i sf@arar dis,
NSE W 2.3% &1 fIRmae 37s|
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Trump pardons Jan. 6
Capitol riot convicts

IGS Paper II: US |

Associated Press
WASHINGTON

U.S. President Donald
Trump, on his first day in
office, has pardoned, com-
muted the prison sentenc-
es, or vowed to dismiss the
cases of all of the 1,500-
plus people charged with
crimes in the January 6,
2021, U.S. Capitol riot, un-
doing the massive prosecu-
tion of the unprecedented
assault on the seat of Amer-
ican democracy.

Mr. Trump’s action
paved the way for the re-
lease from prison of peo-
ple found guilty of violent
attacks on police, as well as
leaders of far-right extre-
mist groups convicted of
failed plots to keep the Re-
publican in power after he
lost the 2020 presidential
election to Democrat Joe
Biden.

Democrats slammed the
move to extend the par-
dons to violent rioters, ma-
ny of whose crimes were
captured on camera and
broadcast on live TV.

WHO chief urges
U.S. to reconsider
its exit decision

NEW DELHI

After President Donald Trump
announced that the U.S. would
exit World Health Organization,
WHO Director-General, Tedros
Ghebreyesus said he hoped the
country would reconsider the
decision. » PAGE 11

Former House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi called it “an
outrageous insult to our
justice system and the he-
roes who suffered physical
scars and emotional trau-
ma as they protected the
Capitol, the Congress, and
the Constitution.” “Donald
Trump is ushering in a Gol-
den Age for people that
break the law and attempt
to overthrow the govern-
ment,” Senate Democratic
Leader Chuck Schumer
said in a statement.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10
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Trump pardons Jan. 6 Capitol
riot convicts

Y A 6 AATN FT hided gam
& At & 71 R

U.S. President Donald Trump Pardons Rioters
from January 6 Capitol Attack

IHANET sl Adres T o 6 FAAT &
FRT gHe F oA F ATH &

o U.S. President Donald Trump, on his first
day in office, has pardoned, commuted the
prison sentences, or vowed to dismiss the cases
of all of the 1,500-plus people charged with
crimes in the January 6, 2021, U.S. Capitol riot,
undoing the massive prosecution of the
unprecedented assault on the seat of American
democracy.

IFANET el AATes TFT T I gga et #,
1,500 & f&& A 5 9T 6 Faad 2021,
IANAY FRea S F Rt &1 3R a7, AT
&, 3oThr Toll e &, AT 3eToh HTHT I TR
FeA T drer foram, 3R 58 g AR dwaw
% G W U IAYT &AW T T AATHATSA H
gere feam|

. Mr. Trump’s action paved the way for the
release from prison of people found guilty of
violent attacks on police, as well as leaders of
far-right extremist groups convicted of failed
plots to keep the Republican in power after he
lost the 2020 presidential election to Democrat
Joe Biden.

#r TFq T FRAB A 39 dET & OT ST A

RErS &1 TE Grer it gfaw W Fas gxal & gl 9iv a7, a1 a0 &
37ETE) gl & Aauat 1 o, f5eT 9 2020 & Wegufay g A SAFC St aEIA 4
RS & a1 Rufeass ! a1 & 0 @A F AT 3/@wa aifeel &1 3R )|

e Democrats slammed the move to extend the pardons to violent rioters, many of whose
crimes were captured on camera and broadcast on live TV.
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3ANPCH o EHF GIMSAT T AR St & deH DI AT FI, A & F$ & WY
FI W Hc gU ¥ iR e St ) ga@Ra fFe v I

e Former House Speaker Nancy Pelosi called it “an outrageous insult to our justice
system and the heroes who suffered physical scars and emotional trauma as they
protected the Capitol, the Congress, and the Constitution.”

qd "ol I 3TegeT Al YAl o 38 "FART FT YUTTell 3R 37 A & fow Th
Wmm%ﬁﬁﬁr%ﬁﬁ,ﬁﬁjﬂ?#ﬁﬂﬁﬁ?&ﬂﬁg@%ﬂﬂﬁ?ﬂﬁaﬂ?
AATAS 3TETT garl”

o “Donald Trump is ushering in a Golden Age for people that break the law and attempt

to overthrow the government,” Senate Democratic Leader Chuck Schumer said in a
statement.

"eATes T 3T ol o [T veh F&afotar gar o @ € S et disd § 3R SR &l
3@Ts Hohel T HIRAY X §," WA & AT AdT g% AT A Th 91T H Tl

Boost for Congress in
Nagaland as 15 NPP
leaders join party

IGS Paper II: Polity |
The Hindu Bureau

GUWAHATI

Written off less than a year
ago, the Congress appears
to be consolidating its posi-
tion in Nagaland.

On Monday, 15 members
of the National People’s
Party (NPP) joined the Con-
gress in the hill State. Head-
ed by Meghalaya Chief Mi-
nister Conrad K. Sangma,
the NPP is a member of the
Bharatiya Janata Party-
helmed National Democrat-
ic Alliance (NDA) that rules
Nagaland.

State Congress president
S. Supongmeren Jamir, who
represents Nagaland’s lone
Lok Sabha seat, said the
joining of the NPP leaders
was a turning point for his
party. He also said it indi-
cated the growing populari-
ty of the Congress in a re-
gion where politicians tend
to cross over to a ruling

party.

The Neiphiu Rio-led Na-
tionalist Democratic Pro-
gressive Party (NDPP) rules
Nagaland in alliance with
the BJP, the NPP, and other
parties. The State’s 60-
member Assembly is Oppo-
sition-less.

“The young and dynam-
ic leaders who joined us are
willing to work hard and
contribute to Nagaland’s
development,” Mr Jamir
said.

Former NPP vice-presi-
dent, Bitong Sangtam said
they were frustrated with
the Meghalaya-centric par-
ty’s lack of progress and be-
lieved only the Congress
could bring about a mea-
ningful change in
Nagaland.

The Congress ruled the
Christian-majority Naga-
land for years until the NDA
ended its run in 2003. It
kept losing election after
election, drawing a bank in
the 2023 Assembly poll.

Boost for Congress in Nagaland as 15
NPP leaders join party

AR S & FEY $T F¢ET, Tddy & 15
aar giéf & enfaer

Congress Consolidates Position in Nagaland

ANTelE & FEW oA Rufy Ao T W}

e Written less than a year ago, the Congress appears to
be consolidating its position in Nagaland.

TH g ¥ Y 7 AT ggd odl 915, S 39 Bufa
Y AFMRE 7 AT I oT W B

e« On Monday, 15 members of the National People’s Party
(NPP) joined the Congress in the hill state.

WHGR 1, A faeq qief (NPP) & 15 HETT IgTar I
H ST H AT g 17|

o Headed by Meghalaya Chief Minister Conrad K.
Sangma, the NPP is a member of the Bharatiya Janata

Party-helmed National Democratic Alliance (NDA) that
rules Nagaland.

AT &F HEIHA PIRTS F. WIAAT & Acjed H, NPP
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HRAT ST IEf-Aqed aret T FAditag st (NDA) FHl TG g, 51 AN
H A T Bl

e State Congress president S. Supongmeren Jamir, who represents Nagaland’s lone
Lok Sabha seat, said the joining of the NPP leaders was a turning point for his party.

TS FEAF IETaT TH. AR R, ST A9els H vhar dFas die
gfdf@feica #Xd &, o el foh NPP a3t &1 ST 3e1sh il & forw ve &g am|

e He also said it indicated the growing popularity of the Congress in a region where
politicians tend to cross over to a ruling party.

3ogiel I8 o gt F T8 39 89T H FRET ST Fodl ARIITdT HI Hhd AT, ST Jsteidm
3T AT 9IS H A & S gl

e The Neiphiu Rio-led Nationalist Democratic Progressive Party (NDPP) rules
Nagaland in alliance with the BJP, the NPP, and other parties.

A6 RA-aAqed arer seefaee sAFfes Wafda arét (NDPP), BJP, NPP, 3R 310
qIfét & ST H AMels H AqTHA I &l

e The State’s 60-member Assembly is Opposition-less.
T T 60 Heed faurarasm 7 15 fager a8 1

e “The young and dynamic leaders who joined us are willing to work hard and contribute
to Nagaland’s development,” Mr. Jamir said.

'S gar AR afaefier AATEAR o3 § T Agdd e AR ARAs F R A deree
¢t & forw IR g 4 SfAR o e
e Former NPP vice-president, Bitong Sangtam said they were frustrated with the

Meghalaya-centric party’s lack of progress and believed only the Congress could
bring about a meaningful change in Nagaland.

qd NPP 3urenet faeihr anresd a1 &gl & d Aara-Higa arét @ yorfa & #7 @
faRrer & 3R AT & & Sad F1I & ARNs § UF Ardd sealra o dohdl ol

e The Congress ruled the Christian-majority Nagaland for years until the NDA ended its
run in 2003.

PIAH o HE-TES ANMAS H I8 TF AT a1 AT 519 T 7 NDA & TR ATl
2003 H §ATCT AT T &2l
o It kept losing election after election, drawing a bank in the 2023 Assembly poll.

I AT g oATd Rt @Y, 3R 2023 Fyermarwsnn gomg & d A1l W
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Time to seize the promise of the U.S.-India nuclear deal

GS Paper Il: India-US

ixteen years ago, this writer and other

organisers of the Coalition for

Partnership with India rejoiced at the

final approval of the United States-India
civil nuclear deal through the U.S. Congress. The
long struggle for passage of the necessary U.S.
legislation began in 2005, and it was only in late
2008 that the Coalition succeeded in working
with the George W. Bush administration and U.S.
Congressional leaders to make the deal legal
under U.S. law.

The Coalition for Partnership with India was a
loose association of businesses,
Indian-Americans, and academics that supported
U.S. approval of the deal in the face of fierce
opposition that stipulated that the deal would
promote the proliferation of nuclear weapons. As
a consultant to the U.S.-India Business Council,
this writer was privileged to recruit and act as a
liaison among Coalition components, plan
strategy, and advocate before the Congress.

A game-changing deal

The U.S.-India civil nuclear deal was a watershed
moment and opened a whole new era in defence
and strategic cooperation for the two
democracies that had become estranged during
the Cold War. Without the trust engendered by
the willingness to cooperate in dealing with the
most powerful and potentially most destructive
technology ever seen, the present level of
U.S.-India interaction on defence purchases and
manufacturing, military exercises, technology
transfer, intelligence sharing, and crisis
management would never have occurred.

And yet, the energy and commercial promises
of the U.S.-India deal have never been fulfilled.
Those of us who supported and advocated for the
deal envisaged the augmentation of the Indian
civil nuclear sector with many plants being built
using U.S. equipment, technology, and allied
services, Employment would be created both in
the U.S. and India. More electricity would be
generated by plants to fuel Indian industry and
benefit the average Indian. This energy would not
generate greenhouse gases and help wean India
away from an over-reliance on climate changing,
and often toxic, fossil fuels. Even though U.S.
President Barack Obama announced in 2016 that
Westinghouse would build six new nuclear plants
in India, this has not happened yet.

Jake Sullivan, in his last trip to India as U.S.
President Joe Biden’s National Security Adviser,
announced, “... the United States is now finalizing
the necessary steps to remove long-standing
regulations that have prevented civil nuclear

~
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major
challenges that
limit the full
fruition of the
deal, but the
Trump
administration
can iron

them out

cooperation between India’s leading nuclear
entities and U.S. companies.” Will this
development be the mechanism that breaks the
logjam that has prevented the U.S.-India deal
from fulfilling its true potential? If only it were so
simple.

At the conclusion of the civil nuclear deal in
2008, there were approximately 200 Indian
entities on the so-called “Entity List” kept by the
U.S. Department of Commerce. In general terms,
U.S. companies are prohibited from doing
business with companies on this list unless a
special licence is granted. In practice, such
licences are seldom granted. After the U.S.-India
civil nuclear deal, all but a handful of Indian
companies dealing with nuclear matters were
removed from the list. This was one of the
benefits of the deal. Among those remaining,
were those that were mainly involved in research
and development and thought to involve the risk
of nuclear technology leakage into military uses
and other security issues, including leakage to
Russia and other adversaries of the U.S. Mr.
Sullivan, in his speech in New Delhi, made
oblique reference to this concern when he said,
“As we see more and more new technologies
diverted to unfriendly actors, the United States
and India will also need to ensure that valuable
dual-use technologies don’t fall into the wrong
hands. This means aligning our export control
systems....”

Apparently, the Biden Administration decided
that the few remaining Indian nuclear entities on
the U.S. Entity list no longer present the kind of
security concerns that landed them on that list in
the first place. This is all well and good and can
be considered progress, although it remains to be
seen whether the security and foreign policy
agencies under Mr. Trump will agree with that
assessment. However, this is not the heart of the
problem preventing the U.S.-India civil nuclear
deal from reaching its full potential.

The liability risk issue

In 2010, India enacted the Civil Liability for
Nuclear Damage Act. This Act was fuelled in
Parliament by those who had lost the attempt to
block the deal and their anti-foreigner rhetoric,
including invocation of the infamous
Bhopal/Union Carbide tragedy. The result was
India departing from international civil nuclear
liability norms and placing major liability
obligations not on the operators of a civil nuclear
facility but on the suppliers. Neither of the major
U.S. suppliers — GE and Westinghouse — was
willing to assume these liability risks, and neither

the U.S. nor India was willing at that time to step
in to ameliorate these liability concerns.

The Indian Government did attempt later to
provide some relief from liability risks in
conjunction with the resumption of Russian
participation in the Indian civil nuclear
expansion. Through India’s public sector General
Insurance Corporation, and four other
government companies, a 20-year insurance
premium would be charged to cover the
supplier’s liability for an accident. The Russians
accepted this risk amelioration in large part
because their overseas civil nuclear entities are
government owned, will have a defence of
sovereign immunity, and in any case will be
protected by the Russian government from
liability that might otherwise put them out of
business. And the Russians saw their increased
participation in Indian civil nuclear development
as bearing significant geopolitical dividends. The
Russians are now moving forward with India on
civil nuclear expansion. The U.S. companies have
been unwilling so far to accept this insurance
amelioration. Thus, the Trump administration
will have to find means to cut the Gordian knot of
liability before there will be significant U.S.
company involvement in Indian civil nuclear
expansion.

Hurdles such as technology, consumer costs
There are other significant barriers to the full
involvement of U.S. companies in Indian civil
nuclear expansion that have arisen since the
2008 conclusion of the U.S.-India civil nuclear
deal. Civil nuclear technology has evolved
rapidly. For U.S. companies to be fully involved,
they must show that they can offer the latest
technology. Most importantly, this technology
and its implementing equipment must be offered
at a reasonable price that will not increase
electricity costs to the Indian consumer. Indian
civil nuclear officials are acutely aware of the
disastrous cost overruns that have doomed the
latest civil nuclear facilities in the U.S. and left
ratepayers to shoulder unwelcome costs without
improvements in either quantity or quality of
services.

All these challenges limit the full fruition of the
U.S.-India civil nuclear deal. But they cannot be
met by U.S. companies acting alone. The Trump
administration can work with Indian and U.S.
nuclear companies not just on regulatory issues
but also those involving liability, technology, and
cost as well. The hour is late, but the benefits to
seizing the full promise of the U.S.-India civil
nuclear deal will be tremendous.

Time to seize the promise of the U.S.-India nuclear deal

IANF-HART GAY] FAST F T F T FA HT AT 3T

IAT §

The U.S.-India Civil Nuclear Deal and its Impact

JUH-HRA GIATI] Fall FASIAT 3R 389 worma

e Sixteen years ago, the writer and other organizers of the Coalition for Partnership
with India rejoiced at the final approval of the United States-India civil nuclear deal
through the U.S. Congress.
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Hidg AT 98, o9 3R ARG & 91T el & v Teaud & 3T et o
YFd T HANF-HRA WA Sl FASANT H JoF F137 IR 3HdH7 7l Ao
W gl 7|

The long struggle for passage of the necessary U.S. legislation began in 2005, and it
was only in late 2008 that the Coalition succeeded in making the deal legal under U.S.
law.

3TIRIF JUH FofeT T TP & T ofell Fod A Yead 2005 # g5 o, AR 2008 &
T H ITodUST A TH AT H YUH FT & ded 9 T H GheId HIed |

The Coalition for Partnership with India was a loose association of businesses,
Indian-Americans, and academics that supported U.S. approval of the deal.

HRE & A9 ARG & fAT seaes U6 ol e A SFH IR, IRd1g-
AR, 3R AT S & AT anfAe & gl awsia f qua whgfa @ 1 aw T
e

The coalition worked in the face of fierce opposition which believed that the deal would
promote the proliferation of nuclear weapons.

TSet o ey faRe @1 W o6, S AT & fh g FHsitar oA gRARt &

YER FI FerdT am|

As a consultant to the U.S.-India Business Council, the writer was privileged to recruit
and act as a liaison among Coalition components, plan strategy, and advocate before
the U.S. Congress.

JUH-HRA AR IREE & TAGHR & & H, olgdh & A6aUeT gehl & g o7l el
3R U FHCTF F T H FA A, WA T, 3N Jud FAW & FHET dehlold
A BT 37EET el

A Game-Changing Deal

The U.S.-India civil nuclear deal was a watershed moment and opened a new era in
defence and strategic cooperation for both democracies.

UH-HRA THAY] ST FAHIT U o As o7 3R aat et & fore w3k
TS FEANT & FU I & IR |

Without the trust created by the willingness to cooperate in dealing with the most
powerful and potentially most destructive technology, the current level of U.S.-India
defense interaction would never have occurred.

Tag afFaemeh 3R Tl w7 § 9@ e deaf@dr @ o 7 ggder &
3Ol ¥ 3cUeel (AT & a1, JUH-TRA T8 HEANT T AT T FH3fT G g1
gl

Yet, the energy and commercial promises of the U.S.-India deal have never been
fulfilled.

T off, qua-sRa axsia & Fat 3K samaie ag w7 gul
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The deal was envisioned to augment the Indian civil nuclear sector with many plants
being built using U.S. equipment, technology, and allied services.

38 THSA F 364 AR THATY] FAT &1 1 ol o1, [ F% §97 qud
YT, SleA Y, 3N Tereh Qa3 &1 3TN il Tl S |

Employment would be created both in the U.S. and India, and more electricity would be
generated to fuel Indian industry and benefit the average Indian.

JoH IR AR el & AR Fiord giar 3R 3iferes fsrel Scver giehr, foraa sl
3T 1 ATFT Rl 3R AAT HRART S AT87 8T

The energy produced would not generate greenhouse gases and would help reduce
India's reliance on fossil fuels.

AT Fol MA3H AT T 3cToreT AGT HWEN 3R 9RA & Sfand $aa W 3rcafs

feRar & giaa e # #Aee Hah|

Although U.S. President Barack Obama announced in 2016 that Westinghouse would
build six new nuclear plants in India, this has not happened yet.

gleliteh JUH Ul aXF IHEEAT A 2016 F EIWOT 1 oY foh AfFER3H IR A ©F
AT GRATY] AT FATCI, Tg 3737 TF el §37 &
Jake Sullivan, in his last trip to India as U.S. President Joe Biden’s National Security

Adviser, announced that the U.S. is finalizing steps to remove long-standing regulations
preventing civil nuclear cooperation.

% gleae, Jud Teeufd S 35S & AT FET TARPR & & H AR HI 391
QT T A, BI90T 61 & JUH 3o ofell 3rafe & el 37 W@ HIAT S FACT el
& forT 3ife Sed 3o7 T & Sl TWAY] Foi FgdleT H hrac STl 1§ U

Will this development break the logjam preventing the U.S.-India deal from fulfilling its
true potential?

T Ig TIhTE JUA-HRT FAFIT T 3Th 3l FHGAT T QT HeT H ST STelel
aTeT 33T hY GT AN ?

Obstacles to Implementation

FHEeadd A HEAA

In 2008, there were about 200 Indian entities on the so-called “Entity List” by the U.S.
Department of Commerce.

2008 #, U A0S Fasmer i aRT ST A0 JUHRAT "ofedr faee" 7 sfersmar 200
HRAT FEYTT |

U.S. companies are generally prohibited from doing business with companies on this list
unless a special license is granted, but such licenses are rarely given.

JUH HUTAT & AT 56 foee 7 AMAT HUldl & @Y AR Ha d A
ST &, 9 deh & [T arsdq 787 I S, et 0 asdy e & el fou
ST gl
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After the U.S.-India civil nuclear deal, all but a few Indian companies dealing with
nuclear matters were removed from the list.

JUH-R WAY] FASIT & dle, WAY] AHG & FUT & ARG Hafarar Hi
orgRt Fell &1 foee @ ger feam arm|

Remaining companies were mainly involved in research and development, and there
were concerns about nuclear technology leakage into military uses.

T g5 FUIT T T F Iqae IR RAepra 7 anfarer off, 3R gy defadr &
T 39N A7 NAE & e a2

Jake Sullivan referenced these concerns, emphasizing the need to align export control
systems to prevent the diversion of technologies to unfriendly actors.

Sih FletaeT o 37 AT 1 et ¢ gV fatd for yonfeat o1 grA-afid
T 3TaRTehdl W SN &I ATfeh Teheliehl T GraAeT &M & g1Ul H S & = T Heh|

Biden Administration and the U.S.-India Civil Nuclear Deal
TS A AR JUH-SRA GAT] FalT FHASAAT

Apparently, the Biden Administration decided that the few remaining Indian nuclear
entities on the U.S. Entity list no longer present the same security concerns that
originally put them on the list.

TSE &Y ¥, AF3A FATHA o1 0Ty forar o quar vfedY e & AW go sl wam
HEYTC 379 g7 Gt AT Uer 78 lell § S U8l 306 36 e H STolel T HRUI
o

While this can be considered progress, it remains to be seen if the security and foreign
policy agencies under Mr. Trump will agree with this assessment.

glefifeh 38 YaTfdl & & H ST ST Fhll §, T§ @1 SIeA1 Srhr § T oFam geam 3k
fager Aifa weiflar, S ga yraaT & aga o, 36 Aedied & HgAd gl

However, this is not the heart of the problem preventing the U.S.-India civil nuclear
deal from reaching its full potential.

glelifeh, TE 96 HET FHEIT 7161 ¢ Sl JUH-HRA IWHAT] Fall FAFI HT 58 o
traqmmﬁwqgaﬁ@wwr%l

The Liability Risk Issue
aifca f@w Aqear

In 2010, India enacted the Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage Act, fueled by those who
lost the attempt to block the deal and their anti-foreigner rhetoric, including invoking
the infamous Bhopal/Union Carbide tragedy.

2010 #, IR o WAV &ifd & v Aeie afica Fea 1 TRa &, a0 39 o
o 9Ra forar oegiey Tasla & Aoat 1 yI@ Far o7 3R 37 fadel faRreh smwor
A, S Feara sra/gfager FEigs T 1 He ol
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e This Act caused India to depart from international civil nuclear liability norms, placing
major liability obligations on suppliers instead of the operators of civil nuclear facilities.

S Flfel o AR HT HRSET RA] FAt e At 4 faafod har 3k AR
TRATY] FIAUT3HT & AT & T VeI W 97T g¥cd ST |
e Neither of the major U.S. suppliers — GE and Westinghouse — was willing to assume

these liability risks, and neither U.S. nor India was willing at that time to address these
concerns.

YT U HoArad — GE 3R aR&amezd — s+ gifdca SNf@#At 1 3o & fow aar
I8 &, 3R T & 37 FHY e 3N 4R 31 Tanit H F&6fd e & @ IR 9

o Later, the Indian Government attempted to provide some relief from liability risks with the
resumption of Russian participation in the Indian civil nuclear expansion.

dIe #, AR ThN o Tl el & O 3ReT & &Y e SifE#AT & $o Tgd
YeleT hlay T 9ITH foham|

o Through India’s public sector General Insurance Corporation, and four other
government companies, a 20-year insurance premium was to be charged to cover the
supplier’s liability for an accident.

AT I FFATURT AT A9, 3R IR 3T TR FUEAT & ATEIHT I, Ueh 20 T
# dier RATA T S A S IR guear & fow il & T @
Fal HLT|

e The Russians accepted this risk amelioration because their overseas civil nuclear
entities are government-owned, and will be protected by the Russian government from
liability.

TR S 50 @A AH TR fRAr Fifh 3o el WA FEurt ey
AT 7 § 3R 3¢ T FIHR a1 afdcd & GRaT et Srean|

e The Russians saw their increased participation in Indian civil nuclear development as a

significant geopolitical dividend.

mﬁmwmmﬁmwggmﬂaﬁww
ST W & &7 H @

e The U.S. companies have been unwilling to accept this insurance amelioration so far.
39 I JUH HYAT T SAT AHA FT TNFR A & T IR AGT §

e Therefore, the Trump administration will need to find ways to solve the liability issue
before significant U.S. company involvement in Indian civil nuclear expansion can
happen.

SOTAIT, T AT i SIfAcad FHATAT A ol el & i Wielel g1, 3T ggol
HRART TRA] Fatt [Iear & qua Fufaat $ir Ageaqer smiard & @)

Hurdles such as Technology, Consumer Costs

e There are other significant barriers to the full involvement of U.S. companies in Indian
civil nuclear expansion that have arisen since the 2008 conclusion of the U.S.-India
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civil nuclear deal.
2008 & WHTY & dTe, AR AT Fofl faedR # o Fafay i qof ey #
3y Hgeaqul HsT 3o €% ¢

e Civil nuclear technology has evolved rapidly, and for U.S. companies to be fully
involved, they must show they can offer the latest technology at a reasonable price.

AT ST He@fAe aofl § Tfad §5 &, IR Jua Fufaat o 9 Re 8 afare
gl & T I8 fe@mer giem fo d adieraw e v 3R qoa W 9w FT Fhr
gl

e Most importantly, this technology and its implementing equipment must be offered at a
price that will not increase electricity costs to the Indian consumer.

T8 AgcaquT I & 6 I8 Wl 3R 56 Frileaae 3uaor ueh 0l A )
g9 fhU ST S AR 3uiFanst & v fasrelt Y aera 7 Jev|

« Indian civil nuclear officials are aware of the cost overruns that have affected the latest
U.S. civil nuclear projects.

R GATY] Foft HUHIRAT &1 AT HFAFIOT 7 9T & S gTeT & JUH A
Fotl ARt @ genfaa & g% &

o All these challenges limit the full fruition of the U.S.-India civil nuclear deal.
T @l AT JUR-HRA AT Fall FHSANT & U7 §T § Folol-Folod I WAT
Hr g

o However, these challenges cannot be solved by U.S. companies acting alone.
glelifeh, 3oT TAlTciAl T HATUTH JUF FUTAAT GART 3Hehel &1 fohaT ST HeheT|

e The Trump administration can work with Indian and U.S. nuclear companies on not
just regulatory issues but also on matters involving liability, technology, and cost.

€T JUTH B HRAT 3R Juw wA] Fufaat & @y 7 Saa awE fgeEi W afes
aTica, WA, AR aera & 53 Awel W 8 e S gl

e The hour is late, but the benefits of seizing the full promise of the U.S.-India civil
nuclear deal will be tremendous.

AT X & T ¢, oifhe] JUA-HR TAT] FaT ARSI & QU ¢ B Q0 FA &
STH AT ol
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Trump 2.0 as disruptor of the global legal order

|GS Paper 11:US and Global World Order

onald Trump’s second term as President
l) of the United States marks the start of a
new ‘Trumpian’ era, defined by his

leadership. Foreign policy experts expect that Mr.

Trump will continue to embody the image of a
disruptor. The international legal order is
expected to experience substantial changes.

As the leading global power of our time, the
U.S. has always maintained a complicated
relationship with international law. The U.S. has
played a vital role in establishing many key
institutions and frameworks within international
law, as well as in shaping their norms, priorities
and agendas to align with American interests.
This influence is evident across various areas of
international law, including climate change law,
space law, human rights law, and trade and
investment law. At the same time, America has
often followed a policy of exceptionalism, i.e., an

attitude of being ‘distinct’ and thus an ‘exception’

to the law that binds all other nations. Thus, the
U.S. has been criticised for violating or sidelining
the same norms and institutions of international
law that it helped create and expects other
countries to follow.

The Trump 1.0 years
While this has been the case for many American
presidencies, the Trump Presidency took it to a
completely different level, almost waging a war
on international law. Elected with the slogan of
“America First”, Mr. Trump’s first term reflected
what international law scholars Oona Hathaway
and Scott Shapiro call a ‘sovereigntist view of
international law” which often misconceives
entering into multilateral treaties as putting
unacceptable limits on sovereign authority. Mr.
Trump’s first term was marked by scepticism
towards multilateralism and a preference for
bilateralism, which is usually the case of
emerging revisionist powers but strange for the
incumbent superpower.

Accordingly, the Trump administration, in
June 2017, famously walked away from the Paris
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Agreement on Climate Change. Washington also
reneged on a key nuclear treaty with Russia and a
nuclear deal with Iran. Mr. Trump also posed
major challenges to the international trade
regime by using tariffs and other protectionist
measures, including against allied countries.

He continued blocking appointments into the
World Trade Organization (WTO)’s Dispute
Settlement Body’s Appellate Body, which
ultimately led to the organ becoming
dysfunctional. Under his presidency, the U.S.
withdrew from the Trans-Pacific Partnership
(TPP) agreement that the Obama administration
had so assiduously crafted and put an end to the
North American Free Trade Agreement or NAFTA
and negotiating a new trade agreement.
Additionally, during the Trump first term, the
U.S. withdrew from several international
institutions such as the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO), attempted to withdraw from the
World Health Organization (WHO), and
threatened withdrawal from the WTO.

Another onslaught
Mr. Trump’s return to the White House could
accelerate the weakening of the normative
authority of multilateral institutions. While the
U.S. rejoined many of the multilateral institutions
under the Biden administration, it might again
disengage from them. In fact, within hours of his
inauguration, he reportedly signed executive
orders initiating the U.S.’s withdrawal from WHO
and the Paris Agreement. Mr. Trump has
announced fresh plans to pursue unilateralism by
raising tariffs, even if it triggers a trade war and
violates WTO rules.

He has already announced that he may impose
a 25% tariff on imports from Mexico and Canada.
His belligerent onslaught on the Washington
Consensus-based international trade and
investment law model will continue unabated.
Any hopes of the Global South of reviving the
WTO's dysfunctional Appellate Body should be

abandoned. While some hoped that Mr. Trump’s
policies may translate into renewed U.S.
isolationism and less interventionism, his recent
statements belie such hopes.

His plans to annex Greenland and the Panama
Canal, refusing to rule out coercive methods to do
s0, and include Canada as the 51st State of the
U.S., are reminiscent of the 18th-19th century era
of great powers acquiring sovereign territories
through conquest and gunboat diplomacy. In the
post-UN charter era, which considers the
prohibition of using force and self-determination
as central tenets, such ambitions may embolden
other revisionist states such as China and Russia
to embark on similar quests for obtaining
territory.

As scholars such as Marko Milanovi¢ have
pointed out, even if Mr. Trump ultimately does
not use force, these statements potentially violate
the norm of non-intervention under Article 2(7)
of the UN Charter, further challenging the
international order. The statements made by his
allies, such as Elon Musk (who is part of the
Trump administration), commenting on the
internal politics and laws of allied countries such
as the United Kingdom and Germany, have also
irked many and could be construed as
unacceptable intervention.

Other nations and the legal order
International lawyer Harold Koh has pointed out
that the participants involved in the
‘transnational legal process’, including many
officials within the U.S. itself, were able to blunt
many of Mr. Trump’s policies in his first term,
particularly those affecting international law.
However, with Mr. Trump’s renewed majority
and control over both the Senate and the House,
it is more likely that he will be able to push
forward his policies more effectively. In that case,
other countries must cooperate to preserve the
international legal order.

The views expressed are personal

Trump 2.0 as disruptor of the global legal order

gFT 2.0 ATRGH Flefell STIEAT HT AT FIA qTel

Donald Trump's Second Term and International Law

STes €9 &I AN FRFA HR HAQSET Fhefet

o Donald Trump’s second term as President marks the start of a new ‘Trumpian’ era,
defined by his leadership.

STTes €T FT GEU FRFA TSTUT & 9 7 U AT SRGa Jor 1 YEHTT FAl &,
S 39 AAqea garT IRHT fohar ST &

e Foreign policy experts expect Mr. Trump to continue to embody the image of a

disruptor.

Reeft Aifa fdvw 3ie =a & & 4 <o Rueasar Fr ofd & s9T G|

e Theinternational legal order is expected to experience substantial changes.

AT FIefell SATEAT H FAgeaqUl aolrdr dr 351G B
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As the leading global power of our time, the U.S. has always maintained a complicated
relationship with international law.

EHAR THY I YT ARGF AfFd, JUF o gAAT HAWSET FTefel & 1Y Teh Sffeel
Y §0 I&T gl
The U.S. has played a vital role in establishing many key institutions and frameworks

within international law, as well as in shaping their norms, priorities, and agendas to
align with American interests.

qUH o AW FeT & AR 78 9@ T3t 3R it i T 7 Ageaqe’
AT S &, @y & 37k Averenl, grafAwanat 3 west A 3RS At & 3rgEd
3THRR Sl H ot

This influence is evident across various areas of international law, including climate
change law, space law, human rights law, and trade and investment law.

I T HARTSET Fefel & A=t &= & Tuse g, fSad srerarg alader Fea,
FHaer Ff, AFAFR Fhefe, 3 MR 3R e FegE afae §)

At the same time, America has often followed a policy of exceptionalism, being
‘distinct’ and thus an ‘exception’ to the law that binds other nations.

g &, IANET 3R RAfrsear fr Ay w1 gre Rar §, S 3T giar § 3R 5w
YhR 3T G2l &l Sits dTel Sl | ‘39aiE gidr gl

Thus, the U.S. has been criticized for violating or sidelining the same norms and
institutions of international law that it helped create and expects other countries to
follow.

$H YN, JUH T Il I g § FAifh 3T HARTSET FlefeT & 3o1 g HIeTeh
AR FEA13T FT Iedue A1 396T f § Bieg 38 A H FAgg A A 3R e
uTelel 3T ST & 3FAE I STl g

The Trump 1.0 Years
TT 1.0a¥

The Trump Presidency took the U.S. policy towards international law to a completely
different level, almost waging a war on international law.

€ Tsgafd Ug o IAWTSET Hlolel T 3 JUH Al &l Teh G G & 3Heldl TR |
o SR SIS HAWSET Flefel o [Wellh Teh o &5 1|

Elected with the slogan of “America First”, Mr. Trump'’s first term reflected a
sovereigntist view of international law, often misconceiving multilateral treaties as
putting unacceptable limits on sovereign authority.

“IHANHT qga” & AR & AT el 9T, A €T o Tgol Hrdehlel o HAASET Flefel F
gfer FOSCAT-arer EfSeHIOT T g, Toraed ey Sguehar afear o1 Jwey 3ifeRt
IENHY AT TR & & H ITd FHST 7]

Mr. Trump’s first term was marked by skepticism towards multilateralism and a
preference for bilateralism, which is often the case with emerging revisionist powers but
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strange for the incumbent superpower.

A ¢ % gl HIEIFIT T agueTare & i Hegarg 3N gfawaiiadr B grafAehar garr
fafEaa fohar m2r o, S 39T gU Ieerh AfFaal & &Y A &, AfcheT FIma &
fow 3refe Bl

In June 2017, the Trump administration famously walked away from the Paris
Agreement on Climate Change.

ST 2017 #, €9 qArEA o 9Aey &9 4 NG Serary wHsAla & g7 weA @i
Washington also reneged on a key nuclear treaty with Russia and a nuclear deal with
Iran.

aTfAeTee A T & WY GIATY] | 3R SO F W WA wHSAlAr A o were x|
Mr. Trump posed major challenges to the international trade regime by using tariffs and
other protectionist measures, including against allied countries.

A g0 71 MNE 3R 37 GRATcA® 3T HT 3TAIT Hlh IS SR SFGEYT
vHE Ietiaar &, fores geantt et & Qe o anfAe g
He continued blocking appointments into the World Trade Organization (WTQO)’s

Dispute Settlement Body’s Appellate Body, which ultimately led to the organ
becoming dysfunctional.

37giel [ed SR WIrea (WTO) & Rame fverr @wm & ardier e 7 gt
I AehetlT SIRT @, foTeh IROTATIERT I8 3797 FATcAS gl @l

Under his presidency, the U.S. withdrew from the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP)
agreement that the Obama administration had carefully crafted and ended the North
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), negotiating a new trade agreement.

3% Useufd 9g #, o A gre-dfafrs wsiart (TPP) d#sild & argx foiemrer, i@
FETAT JATHA & WAL & IR T a1 31 3o AR Agaa sar wwgilan

(NAFTA) &I THATCT & Ueh 14T AR TAHSIAT Toha|

Additionally, during the Trump first term, the U.S. withdrew from several international
institutions such as UNESCO, attempted to withdraw from the World Health
Organization (WHO), and threatened withdrawal from the WTO.

g 3fARed, S0 & ugel FRS & AR, JUH o Fg AW FET3T 8§ 16T
foremrer, 18 eiEa!, fRg TareeT wares (WHO) & amgX [werst &1 sama fama, 3R
WTO & §TgX¥ el I ga7ehr Tl

Another Onslaught
& 3R 3mwAT

Mr. Trump’s return to the White House could accelerate the weakening of the normative
authority of multilateral institutions.

A €9 H oFTHT FIW A AT qgUENT FEUTH & THT FIRHOT T FASIR FoA H
S o T Bl
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e While the U.S. rejoined many of the multilateral institutions under the Biden
administration, it might again disengage from them.

mﬁ:wmm%amwﬁa%ag%ﬁa@maﬁﬁﬁwﬁwﬁmﬁwm
gg 398 T & 37e9T 8 ohall gl

e In fact, within hours of his inauguration, he reportedly signed executive orders
initiating the U.S.’s withdrawal from WHO and the Paris Agreement.

arEdd H, 39 ATY FET & F© Hel MR, 3glel HIAT T J FRASAY e N
gEar e, fora® Jua & WHO 3R 4Rw wwgila & amex Ao 1 gfshar & |

e Mr. Trump has announced fresh plans to pursue unilateralism by raising tariffs, even if
it triggers a trade war and violates WTO rules.

A T 7 ENE T THaIeT AfA 379 T A ANSA3T Hr Yo Y §, g & 3T
SR JEH Y& &1 ST 3R WTO fagat 7 3eciae gl

e He has already announced that he may impose a 25% tariff on imports from Mexico
and Canada.

38l Ugel &1 Ig °Ivu & § foF ag AfFast 3R Fams1 I 3mara ) 25% ERE @
Hhd gl

o His belligerent onslaught on the Washington Consensus-based international trade
and investment law model will continue unabated.

aTRNTesT WEATA-3NRE FARSET AR 3R RAAY FofeT ASd T 3ol ITHHS
AT el T SIRT Tga|

e Any hopes of the Global South of reviving the WTO’s dysfunctional Appellate Body
should be abandoned.

Tllgd AT HTWTO & Rafea srdiieir Ao+ it O sifad s & i o
3FAIG BIS & = AIfigu|

e While some hoped that Mr. Trump’s policies may translate into renewed U.S.
isolationism and less interventionism, his recent statements belie such hopes.

Safh T o Tg 37 AT A T A go i Afoar gua H srgwrerrfaea IR wA
FEARAIE & T & AT M, 37 giforar aareT Ul 3FIET &l arerd anfad e
gl

o His plans to annex Greenland and the Panama Canal, refusing to rule out coercive
methods to do so, and include Canada as the 51st State of the U.S., are reminiscent of

the 18th-19th century era of great powers acquiring sovereign territories through
conguest and gunboat diplomacy.

M3 3R 9T AgT F1 [T = i 39 AT, 39 AT garg T & Tt
T FHRA G, R FATS A JUH & 51F TAeT & §F A AAT A HiY Fei=Ae 184
19dt HEY & 3 AT K I e 8, ST 7 AfFadr faor 3R sgeuny gt
& HATEIH F HYY &1 I HTAFGOT HIchr AT

e Inthe post-UN charter era, which considers the prohibition of using force and self-

determination as central tenets, such ambitions may embolden other revisionist
states such as China and Russia to embark on similar quests for obtaining territory.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

U T T o q1e, i ool AT R gfdeer 3R dreafavia s iy fewnd aAtar
g, Wl HgcarehieTl 3=y Joadiats ot SIf =it 3R &0 &1 3fH 9o el & FA
warEl F Gl e & T O X gt &

As scholars such as Marko Milanovi¢ have pointed out, even if Mr. Trump ultimately

does not use force, these statements potentially violate the norm of non-intervention
under Article 2(7) of the UN Charter, further challenging the international order.

S o faearel o Apf fAamaaT S8, & I8 aar ™ § & s & 4 €9 3ad: aof &
YT & A, A TG FAIA FT @ JUA AR & e[ 2(7) & g Hafader &
HIAF & Sooitlel I 8, Torad AW egaedm T 3R FoAldr 3cue= gl gl
The statements made by his allies, such as Elon Musk (who is part of the Trump
administration), commenting on the internal politics and laws of allied countries such as
the United Kingdom and Germany, have also irked many and could be construed as
unacceptable intervention.

3o1ch AT @RI fohT 9T AT, I Tl A€ (S ST YA &1 foedm §), S
TIFT T 3R el S |l deit 1 3iiaRes Tereifa 3R Fefet W fReoqul sd
g, o7 Y &g PN & TR § 3R 58 IEAPT gEdelT & FT H FHSAT T ThdT ¢l

Other Nations and the Legal Order
3T et AR FrE sTaE

International lawyer Harold Koh has pointed out that the participants involved in the
‘transnational legal process’, including many officials within the U.S. itself, were able
to blunt many of Mr. Trump’s policies in his first term, particularly those affecting
international law.

FARTSEHT FhT gRIeS FIg o Jg I & fob “wfaenfas wwegE gfear 7 enfaer
gfaamel, o Jua & iR & &5 JUH o arfda O, 4 go $r Aot &1 396
gl FIIHIA H A I I A TaTH &, QAT &7 & 37 Afar &1 S stawrsd
FIe[ I TS @ o

However, with Mr. Trump’s renewed majority and control over both the Senate and the
House, it is more likely that he will be able to push forward his policies more effectively.

gTelifeh, 81 TT & AdIelonoT JgAd 3N HHE 3R §38 W AIT0T & &0, Tg 3T
THTGAT § foh ag 379elr St & 1M gemar adieh & 3T der 9ret|
In that case, other countries must cooperate to preserve the international legal order.

ol FRafa , 37 3l Y HaRASET Fefel SHGEAT 1 TAC WA & fAT Fgdr
AT AT
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Inaugural drama

Donald Trump is living up to
his threats and promises

epublican Donald Trump has been
R sworn in as the 47th President of the U.S.

after his decisive victory in the Novem-
ber 2024 election. He marked the start of his se-
cond innings with a slew of executive orders, ac-
tions and directives that set the tenor for his
administration’s policy agenda over the four
years. Significant among these are the nearly
1,600 pardons issued to those prosecuted for
their role in the riot at the U.S. Capitol in 2021, the
U.S.'s exit from the Paris Climate Agreement and
the World Health Organization, the ending of bir-
thright citizenship, protected under the U.S. Con-
stitution’s 14th Amendment, for children of un-
documented migrants and those on temporary
visas, a proposed 100% tariff on BRICS nations —
both of which could impact Indians considerably
— and 25% tariff on Canada and Mexico from Fe-
bruary 1, a declaration of national emergency on
the U.S.’s southern border with Mexico, and re-
versing 78 executive orders and memoranda of
his predecessor, Joe Biden. Striking optics of Mr.
Trump’s swearing-in was the positioning of tech
bosses Elon Musk, Jeff Bezos, Sundar Pichai, and
Mark Zuckerberg, prompting speculation on
whether the incoming administration would
have shades of a de facto “oligarchy”; and Mr.
Musk, who is heading the new government’s ef-
forts to reduce waste and inefficiencies, giving a
crowd what appeared to resemble a Nazi salute.
As it stands, however, some, if not most, of these
executive orders will face legal challenges — the
attempted reading down of the 14th Amendment
has already been challenged in court.

The note that the second Trump administra-
tion has struck in terms of its policy agenda ap-
pears to be innately hostile to the progressive
agenda of the Democrats. To a considerable ex-
tent, that is to be expected, as the two parties di-
verge significantly on matters such as the econo-
my, immigration and reproductive rights. Yet,
previous Republican governments have often
sought to build bridges with Democratic col-
leagues in Congress and at the State level, to find
bipartisan consensus in key policy areas rather
than risk deadlock and internecine conflicts over
policy design and resource allocation. In this in-
stance, however, the federal government trifecta
and a sympathetic Supreme Court stacked with
conservatives might mean that the Trump team
needs to rely even less on support from across
the aisle than it did during the Trump first term.
Further, Mr. Trump appears to be emboldened
by the breadth of his election victory to allow un-
conventional, even bizarre, policy priorities to
enter the proposed agenda, including ideas such
as the takeover of the Panama Canal, the de-re-
cognition of transgender rights, threatening Den-
mark with a plan to takeover Greenland, and the
prospect of travel bans for certain countries. Per-
haps America is getting what it voted for.

- - - 1

YelcaT|
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Inaugural drama

3gHTes AlCH

Republican Donald Trump’s Second Term

IORISAATE! BNATes €T FT GEIT FIASIA

e Republican Donald Trump has been sworn in as the 47th
President of the U.S. after his decisive victory in the November 2024
election.

IORTSIAIEY Belles €T Y YUH T 4731 AU ATy Gers 715 ¢,
fSerhr v Siid Adet 2024 Foma & g3
e He marked the start of his second innings with a slew of

executive orders, actions, and directives that set the tenor for his
administration’s policy agenda over the next four years.

37gie 3Tl QAR PRI HT YRATT FRFRT meal, dasar iR
el &7 513y & @y Fr, Segia 39T IR ast & fAv 39 g
& Afa wsisT &1 feom T #)

e Significant among these are the nearly 1,600 pardons issued to
those prosecuted for their role in the riot at the U.S. Capitol in 2021,
the U.S.’s exit from the Paris Climate Agreement and the World
Health Organization, the ending of birthright citizenship, protected
under the U.S. Constitution’s 14th Amendment, for children of
undocumented migrants and those on temporary visas, a proposed
100% tariff on BRICS nations — both of which could impact Indians
considerably — and 25% tariff on Canada and Mexico from February
1, a declaration of national emergency on the U.S.’s southern border
with Mexico, and reversing 78 executive orders and memoranda of
his predecessor, Joe Biden.

STH ¥ HEAYUT § RTHeT 1,600 ATHY ST 37 ST & &7 15 oo
Juew FRed # @ 7 390 qfFw & v 3fFARa fear = e,
2021, JuH &1 IR Sreary FASI 3R R FareeT d@wea @ @]
BIetl, S H HIAFR ATRFAT 1 3, ST Jua wlue & 149 Fevea
& ded rder yarfaat i sl der X et & faw geiara o,
BRICS &2if 0¥ SdTidd 100% SRE — ST Rl  HgeaqoT &7 &
JHTTIT I Tohd & — 3R 25% ERE warsr 3R AfFaH | 1 wad 4,
Jud & Aol WA W ATFES & AU WSET ATaTeenter i TIVoT,
3R 39er qdacdt St arEse & 78 FEER ee 3R TRE fadeit
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o Striking optics of Mr. Trump’s swearing-in was the positioning of tech bosses Elon
Musk, Jeff Bezos, Sundar Pichai, and Mark Zuckerberg, prompting speculation on
whether the incoming administration would have shades of a de facto “oligarchy”; and
Mr. Musk, who is heading the new government’s efforts to reduce waste and
inefficiencies, giving a crowd what appeared to resemble a Nazi salute.

A T & AYY AGUT HT EITA ThNA Il dTell T2 AT SH 919 Tl FATH, S o,
Hex s, 3R AT e A Uy, e srewd aens o W off R ey
arell TXPR F aredias “Ifamhl” & dohd gier; 3R 4 7%k, S 75 WPR & FAX
3R IFFTARTAAT T A el & YA I HI[AS A E &, o T Mg & THT $S
feram ST veh TSl FelE SHAT el g3

e As it stands, however, some, if not most, of these executive orders will face legal

challenges — the attempted reading down of the 14th Amendment has already been
challenged in court.

glelifeh, SiaT foh 3rel FEUfy &, 318l @ o, Ffe 3TRehier w11, FTARRY ST T Frefell
AT T ATHAT AT TSI — 14T FANIST T Yool T ALY gl &1 37eTeld H
el & ST g &

e The note that the second Trump administration has struck in terms of its policy agenda
appears to be innately hostile to the progressive agenda of the Democrats.

GEY €U WIS o 379 Aifa waisT & HedT 7 S &6 39« g, 98 Farefas §9 8
SHIEw & yarferfier waisT & A At wela e B

o To a considerable extent, that is to be expected, as the two parties diverge significantly
on matters such as the economy, immigration, and reproductive rights.

s &¢ o, I8 A or, Fife e aifear srdegawyr, 3mvare, 3K yoade fAsRT
S ATAG WX FHrhr e g

e Yet, previous Republican governments have often sought to build bridges with
Democratic colleagues in Congress and at the State level, to find bipartisan

consensus in key policy areas rather than risk deadlock and internecine conflicts
over policy design and resource allocation.

R 8, Ao IVRISIAE TIHRT o7 3R S 3R AT TAX R 3AkhIesd gafaar
& WY Yol Sellal I HIRAA & g, dAlfeh Heeadqul =it &=t 7 gfagelar wgafa gred g
T, I Afar fEomee 3R Gumee 3raed W 3raer 311 raRs d@usi & Sf@s i
33l H

e In this instance, however, the federal government trifecta and a sympathetic Supreme
Court stacked with conservatives might mean that the Trump team needs to rely even
less on support from across the aisle than it did during the Trump first term.

glelifeh, 38 ATH H, Wl TFR &1 Adigs 3R v agepfaqe! g F1E 5 wRard)
fé%rnﬂmﬁﬂgﬂ%,armagﬁ%%%g’qﬁwaﬁ@qﬁmﬁm%
aRTeT 7 oo # RueT & qAdd W FA @[ Eer U3

e Further, Mr. Trump appears to be emboldened by the breadth of his election victory to
allow unconventional, even bizarre, policy priorities to enter the proposed agenda,
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including ideas such as the takeover of the Panama Canal, the de-recognition of
transgender rights, threatening Denmark with a plan to takeover Greenland, and the
prospect of travel bans for certain countries.

ST AT, AT T Tl TATT S T ATl § Sedried g s & &
AT, TgT e o 3rohe ifa srafsar? sedfad woist & e el &1 3egAfa
ool B, S IeITAT g b1 ITTRIrevT, Srieist ATUFRY & of: HeIaT I AhReT, STaATH
1 fterels & HRIGOT A sl F GFHT &1, AR Fo ot & forw g gfaeer @
HHTIAT|

e Perhaps America is getting what it voted for.

e IANFT 8T 91 W ¢ foas v 39 Ader fhar am|
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The world has been changing for a while

[GS Paper II: India and Global World Order |

ne of the things one
learns as a historian —
and as a traveller —is
that places change. I
was in Chennai for the wonderful
Lit for Life festival alongside a host
of stellar thinkers and speakers
and marvelled at the
transformation of the city. I do not
mean the airport that has been
upgraded since I last came to
Tamil Nadu, or the infrastructure
that is changing daily life for
Chennai’s inhabitants, but
something more fundamental.

Environmental change

In 2019, Chennai declared ‘Day
Zero’, when water ran out. Many
recognised that water
management needed to be
overhauled; some questioned the
viability of a city that was unable
to meet such basic needs. Five
years on, the story could not have
been more different: unseasonal
and catastrophic storms and
torrential rains left the city
inundated. People were driven out
of their homes not because of too
little water, but too much.

We are living through a major
environmental reorganisation and
we can learn from previous
episodes of disruption and
change. The difficulty, as shown so
clearly by the case of Chennai, is
that it is not enough to prepare for
droughts or for deluges, but to
prepare for both.

Such lessons are particularly
important today because of the
scale of the climatic shifts that are
taking place: no human has ever
lived in such a warm world, nor
one with such high concentrations
of carbon dioxide in the
atmosphere. Half of all fossil fuels
have been burned by humans
since Sachin Tendulkar made his
Test debut for India. That does not
feel so very long ago to me.

Environmental change is all the
more challenging because it is just
one of a set of revolutions that are
transforming the world around us.
New technologies are giving us
new powers to communicate and
share with each other, but also to
rile, antagonise and threaten,
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We are not so
much on the
cusp of a new
era but have
been in one for
some time. And
that is what
change is all
about —
invisible,
unnoticed and
unremarkable

helping polarise political
discussion.

The return of Trump

Ironically, while political leaders
in some countries may think they
are giving people what they want,
the evidence suggests otherwise:
in 2024, more people cast their
votes at the ballot box around the
world than in any year in history.
While each country has its own
story, one common trend was that
political parties that were in
power either found it almost
impossible to remain in office and
were voted out, or had their
majorities sharply reduced.

There are many explanations as
to why. But the most persuasive
would seem to be that voters can
see the world changing in front of
their eyes and are hungry for ideas
of how to best embrace the
opportunities and how to cope
with the disruptions of the
modern age. That is best summed
up by the return of Donald Trump
to power, something that has been
accompanied by question marks
not just about the role of the U.S.
in global affairs, but of its
long-term role as a stabilising
force. Mr. Trump’s well-publicised
comments about buying
Greenland, taking the Panama
Canal, or using ‘economic force’ to
compel Canada to join the U.S. can
perhaps be taken with a pinch of
salt. But India’s ever-astute
Minister of External Affairs S.
Jaishankar is right to note that Mr.
Trump’s return to the White
House may have “profound
consequences for the global
order.” Indeed, added Mr.
Jaishankar, “we may well be on
the cusp of a new era.”

Just look, then, at the case of
TikTok. On Sunday, it began to
shut down following outgoing
President Joe Biden’s decision that
the Chinese company posed a
threat to U.S. national security.
With Mr. Trump’s anti-China
rhetoric, one might have expected
this to be confirmed. Instead, he
intervened to keep the company
alive, at least for now.

That fits exactly within Mr.
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Trump’s sweet spot of being
pragmatic and open to business —
though it also shows his
opportunism: Tik Tok would mak
a nice ‘thank you’ present for Elor
Musk for his crucial support
during the election, one that has
the further advantage of keeping
Mr. Musk busy. That Mr. Trump
rode in to save a Chinese business
rather than destroy it, is
instructive about how he thinks.

The road ahead for India

As for India, things look more
complicated. The world looks
different from when we saw the
‘Howdy Modi’ and ‘Namaste
Trump’ events of 2019 and 2020.
For one, it will be harder for Delhi
to play the game of multiple
alignments of being a leading part
of both BRICS and the Quad, of
getting oil from sanctioned
entities, of buying U.S.-made
Apache helicopters but also
Russian S-400 air defence
systems. India has made a virtue
of trying to keep all options open.
That will come under pressure in
the next four years as Mr. Trump
is the sort of leader who does not
want his friends to have other
friends.

The winds of change are
blowing, in other words. Mr.
Trump took office hours after the
first proper breakthrough in West
Asia, with many hoping that the
devastation of Palestine is finally
now over. He faces an Iran that is
weaker and more exposed than
perhaps at any time in the last 40
years, a Russia that has enfeebled
itself economically, culturally and
militarily through the invasion of
Ukraine, and a China whose
outlook on global affairs has
moved substantially in the last
decade. Of all of Mr. Trump’s
qualities, the most important is
that he is lucky with his timing.

If you ask a historian, we are
not so much on the cusp of a new
era but have been in one for some
time. And that, of course, is what
change is all about — invisible,
unnoticed and unremarkable.
Luckily, historians can tell you a
thing or two about that.
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The world has been changing for a while

g o FHT ¥ Tq @ @}

Environmental Change

wiateiir aRads

One of the things one learns as a historian — and as a traveller — is that places
change.

T SfagrdsaR 3R e I & &7 & e Dot o A S & 9 I8 § e
Tgad ¥

I was in Chennai for the wonderful Lit for Life festival alongside a host of stellar
thinkers and speakers and marvelled at the transformation of the city.

# AT H 3y fT ®R a3® Sf¥eaa 7 o1, el &3 gfafSod faarel 3R aeransit
& T A7 AR AR F TN W T 27|
| do not mean the airport that has been upgraded since | last came to Tamil Nadu, or

the infrastructure that is changing daily life for Chennai’s inhabitants, but something
more fundamental.

M AT Ig 761 ¢ o TRAE S # 59 ol a) aAffelrg 3 o1, a9 @ 3e1d
8 AT &, ATSAT il Aoots & AT & dfo¥eh Shael T deel @M 8, dosh F5 AR
eI &l

Environmental Change

94Tl gRadeT

In 2019, Chennai declared 'Day Zero', when water ran out.
2019 H, 91 o 'S IRY ORT fFar, 59 ol @ew & |

Many recognised that water management needed to be overhauled; some questioned
the viability of a city that was unable to meet such basic needs.

g N o YgHTAT foh UTell YeEre T G- HANSI Flel I IMaRTehe §; $O o 38
AT T WHAAT TN HaATeT 3o St TH JIAATEN 3MaRIRcI3i l QT A & 3 {Ad |

Five years on, the story could not have been more different: unseasonal storms and
torrential rains left the city inundated.

arT ATl §1E, FHgle 3R o e 8 a1S: srwder qwre 3R sy aiier A e @t

ST T |
People were driven out of their homes not because of too little water, but too much.

Wmuﬁﬁmaﬁm,aﬁ;a@mmasw,ma@mméﬁ
FROT|
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We are living through a major environmental reorganisation and we can learn from
previous episodes of disruption and change.

§H Th AW Aol gerdted & ek & R ® & 3R &7 @ & e 3Rk aRada
& IIeTdl § WG Thd €

The difficulty, as shown so clearly by the case of Chennai, is that it is not enough to
prepare for droughts or for deluges, but to prepare for both.

THET, ST o Aoet$ & AAS & A% &7 F G@R™T 931 §, Ig & fob el g@T AT
gfte & fav R ge wied 781 &, afesw alal & T IR e sy Bl

Environmental Change

9ol gRadeT

Such lessons are particularly important today because of the scale of climatic shifts
that are taking place: no human has ever lived in such a warm world, nor one with such
high concentrations of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere.

3T & AT A W 916 W AR W AgedqUT & Fifeh g 3¢ Ferarg IRade & JA
ﬁé@?fgﬁr:aﬁéaﬁmmaﬁﬂﬁmﬁgﬁmﬁaﬁw,aé’r@qwqwaf'rmsT
FIA SIBATFATSS T Higdl =i JTAH &l

Half of all fossil fuels have been burned by humans since Sachin Tendulkar made his
Test debut for India.

Gt Sharear $eret 1 JTeT BEAT SHGT GaRT STl 3T &, e § qiAer dgera? &
HRa & fow eFe ggmdor )

Environmental change is all the more challenging because it is just one of a set of
revolutions that are transforming the world around us.

TRl gRads AR 1 FAldqeT § F2ifeh J§ dhael Teh YR & Hifd & S AR
XY 3R Y g B el W g

New technologies are giving us new powers to communicate and share with each
other, but also to rile, antagonise, and threaten, helping polarise political discussion.

oI5 WAt 677 Ueh-gay ¥ HAG FXe 3N AST A T 7S AFAAT & W 8,
Afhed AT & T1Y 3FHHTA, aY el 3R gAH & Fr o, [Fad toredifas a4t &t
eIHToT 81T ¢

The Return of Trump
€ T FerHT

Ironically, while political leaders in some countries may think they are giving people
what they want, the evidence suggests otherwise: in 2024, more people cast their votes
at the ballot box around the world than in any year in history.

fagee I & foh Safh $o oo & Trelfas Adr @ @ohd € 6 @ &9l &1 98 & @
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g o 3 e § Tt @ sue 3ac wifad gar & 2024 7, g a) 3R At A
AT Sterd 7 ale 3Tel, fode foh fohely off el 7 3190 a7t gU A
e While each country has its own story, one common trend was that political parties that

were in power either found it almost impossible to remain in office and were voted out, or
had their majorities sharply reduced.

STafh g7 G2 T I FEEN §, Uk WAT YT Tg N fon S Terelifad arfeat |
F off, 3egier IT dF FRTAT H Fof IGAT ST AT 9T AR 3o ger fear amm, ar
3oTehY sgHd # g ARmEe 33|

e There are many explanations as to why. But the most persuasive would seem to be that
voters can see the world changing in front of their eyes and are hungry for ideas of how

to best embrace the opportunities and how to cope with the disruptions of the modern
age.

gHS Fg HNUT §| Afhed HIH FASIGT FRUT Ig o1 § & dlcy 3@ T § &
gferdT 3o7eh WA deel W& & 3R d I Seial o foT o@ @ § b 3aadd & &a
HUART ST 3R 3Yfash o1 & fqges & H& Ager S|

e That is best summed up by the return of Donald Trump to power, something that has
been accompanied by question marks not just about the role of the U.S. in global
affairs, but of its long-term role as a stabilising force.

SO GO TS AN A AATes EUFN Iof: el 7 AT ARIAS el &, A el
AR T ARgF AT & AP T g 7, Ifesh gHb Arehiioleh TERRAT HH el
1 ffAeT WX o weeT Rreww & @y 3w B

e Mr. Trump’s well-publicised comments about buying Greenland, taking the Panama
Canal, or using ‘economic force’ to compel Canada to join the U.S. can perhaps be
taken with a pinch of salt.

A Tq T MNerels W, IAAT AT oA, 7 ‘I F AFFT FT 3IIRT Fh HaATST AT
IANFTH AT A I 3 Rg & JaRd feoaforar emae M3 weg & ary o
ST TRt §

e ButIndia’s ever-astute Minister of External Affairs S. Jaishankar is right to note that

Mr. Trump’s return to the White House may have “profound consequences for the
global order.”

oifehel IR & gaem died fager &t s va. FaAET 1 Ig Fgam Tl ¢ o AT €T &7

RTET T3W A IO & “dRaF FTTYT W I THIS &) Fohell |

e Just look, then, at the case of TikTok. On Sunday, it began to shut down following
President Joe Biden’s decision that the Chinese company posed a threat to U.S.
national security.

R, 99 el & AT FI W | IFAR F1, Ig Aseufa AT a5 & AT & a1 &g
g o fop el Foel o AR fr ThT FRaT & v @R der

o With Mr. Trump’s anti-China rhetoric, one might have expected this to be confirmed.
Instead, he intervened to keep the company alive, at least for now.
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A €0 T Td-ATger Aol &A1Y, HIS 3G S Hehal AT 6 Ig YfSe & el sqh
I, 378l H J FH 3T & T HUAr & Shfad WA & v geasa Fam

The Road Ahead for India
ARG & faT 3mr &1 TEar

o As for India, things look more complicated. The world looks different from when we saw
the ‘Howdy Modi’ and ‘Namaste Trump’ events of 2019 and 2020.

STl Teh 8T ol FaTel 8, Bl 3Teeh Sifeel gl o I8 &1 glovar faffiew fe@eh & s«
g ‘@138 AEY 3R ARTT TT HIAHAT Hr 2019 3R 2020 F @ AT
e For one, it will be harder for Delhi to play the game of multiple alignments of being a

leading part of both BRICS and the Quad, of getting oil from sanctioned entities, of
buying U.S.-made Apache helicopters but also Russian S-400 air defence systems.

T o1 T & o feeelt & fAT 2l BRICS 3R Quad &I T Y@ foEdm gl & &T-
Ty A et O O Ut i, IANFT # g 39 geliepreey @liea, 3T gy
& &7 S-400 TIX BHE RATEH da F1 W el 3K o s grem|

e India has made a virtue of trying to keep all options open. That will come under pressure
in the next four years as Mr. Trump is the sort of leader who does not want his friends to
have other friends.

AR o Fef faenedl T Gl Wl &1 Ueh 3HTed §01 o 81 39T IR asi & 58 W
GaTd 3T Fifh 4t TTTE YFR & AAdl ¢ Sif ofal g foh 3eich THAT & 3 o
CER

e The winds of change are blowing, in other words. Mr. Trump took office hours after the

first proper breakthrough in West Asia, with many hoping that the devastation of
Palestine is finally now over.

gER ereal &, gRadlel &I gal 9% W@ 81 A ¢U o FRATET HeATel $o & Hel de
qfead TR A gge T w9Ifa & @1y, fSTe F$ oer 3mer &R ® o o efaeder v
faarer 39 AR FATea 8 IR B

e He faces an Iran that is weaker and more exposed than perhaps at any time in the last
40 years, a Russia that has enfeebled itself economically, culturally, and militarily
through the invasion of Ukraine, and a China whose outlook on global affairs has
moved substantially in the last decade.

3o Ueh 0T T TTHT T § S AMIE TOSer 40 aut 7 weft 39 FaaR 3R 31w
HacaTelier 8T UT, Ueh T il FoheT UX JTHAUT o HROT ek, Fiepicieh, I =g &
¥ ge & HAR gl ¢, 3R T Aot Sraenr dRash Amel W efeehior Tod aereh
# Agcaqol &9 § Fal TH ¢

o Of all of Mr. Trump’s qualities, the most important is that he is lucky with his timing.
A E9 gl U F FEY AgeaqUl Tg § T 95 U WA & WY {EIIRATC &

e If you ask a historian, we are not so much on the cusp of a new era but have been in
one for some time. And that, of course, is what change is all about — invisible,
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unnoticed, and unremarkable.
3R 3T TF STEHFR & IS, @ §A 8 TN & FIR W AL §, Ik &7 6 TAT
T 38 §1 3R 8, AfRag ¥ 3, aR@daT & R & § — 3¢, e, 3R gre=y|

e Luckily, historians can tell you a thing or two about that.

HioeT @, sfageR 39e! 39 S H Ueh AT & dd adT Hhd gl
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‘Competent’ to judge Indus Water Treaty
dispute, says World Bank Neutral Expert

|GS Paper II: India-Pakistan |

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

The Neutral Expert (NE)
appointed under terms of
the Indus Water Treaty
(IWT), 1960, decided that
he was “competent” to de-
cide on differences bet-
ween India and Pakistan
on the design of hydroelec-
tric projects built on the In-
dus Treaty rivers. India, in
a statement, on Tuesday
“welcomed” the move.
The decision on January
7 by Michel Lino, the
World Bank appointed NE,
which was made public via
a press release on Monday,
however does not help re-
solve a demand by India in
January 2023 to renego-
tiate the IWT but only
keeps alive the differences
between the two countries
on the dispute resolution
mechanism, laid out under

the terms of the treaty.

Last September, The
Hindu had reported that
India decided there would
be no more meetings of the
Permanent Indus Commis-
sion (PIC), made up of re-
presentatives of both coun-
tries until the IWT was
renegotiated. The last
meeting happened in Delhi
in May 2022. Since January
2023, India has written
four times to Pakistan to in-
itiate talks on revising the
treaty but is yet to receive a
formal response.

Differing stance

The dispute resolution me-
chanism laid out under the
terms of the IWT — as India
interprets it — says that dis-
putes must first attempt to
be resolved by the PIC. If
they do not succeed, the
matter would be weighed
by the World Bank-ap-

Work in progress on the Kishen Ganga Hydro Electric Power Project
in North Kashmir district of Bandipora in 2012. NISSAR AHMAD

pointed Neutral Expert. If
this fails too, the matter
would be decided by a
Court of Arbitration. Ho-
wever, while India has held
that each step must be fully
exhausted before both
sides agree to moving on to
the next step, Pakistan has
moved on without waiting
for India’s concurrence.
Initially, both countries

seemed to agree on the
World Bank appointing a
“neutral expert”. Pakistan
in 2016 asked for a Court of
Arbitration. The World
Bank first ruled that having
a neutral expert and court
together could lead to
“contradictory outcomes”.
However, in 2022, it facili-
tated the setting up of an
expert as well as a chair-

man to the Court of Arbi-
tration. India has refused
to attend proceedings in
the Court of Arbitration at
The Hague. Pakistan has
maintained that it is work-
ing within the terms of the
treaty, whereas India says
the treaty does not allow
such parallel dispute
mechanisms.

The press statement, is-
sued on Tuesday, said that
while the NE could under
the terms of the treaty de-
cide on technical disputes
it did not invalidate the ex-
isting Court of Arbitration.

In the days ahead, Mr.
Lino is expected to hear
both India and Pakistan
and decide on whether de-
sign parameters of the
Kishenganga and Ratle hy-
droelectric projects con-
form with the IWT.

(With inputs from
Suhasini Haidar)

‘Competent’ to judge Indus Water Treaty dispute, says World
Bank Neutral Expert

faeg 49 & dery v & Fer, Yy s @O FAag F1 byen
A H g WaTA ¢

Neutral Expert's Decision on Indus Water Treaty Dispute

$39 are A fag W g vawae 1 faoky

e The Neutral Expert (NE) appointed under terms of the Indus Water Treaty (IWT),
1960, decided that he was “competent” to decide on differences between India and
Pakistan on the design of hydroelectric projects built on the Indus Treaty rivers.
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§3W diey & (IWT), 1960 & T6d [ogerd #ggel TFa9e (NE) o Jg faoTy foram &
gg 8Rd 3R NfFTaa & & 3589 A Al W T grssisaides Uoldcy & fBos
W IR dF e & fow Ay gl

India, in a statement on Tuesday, “welcomed” the move.

AR of ANAGR FI Uh ST H 54 heH Pl “TaETT” fham|

The decision on January 7 by Michel Lino, the World Bank-appointed NE, which was
made public via a press release on Monday, however, does not help resolve a demand
by India in January 2023 to renegotiate the IWT but only keeps alive the differences
between the two countries on the dispute resolution mechanism, laid out under the terms
of the treaty.

e fae, S o ae8 8% garT fogea wyea vawae €, can 7 Seradt A foram arn
0T, S AHAR &1 e 98 [9ATa & ATETd T Aideliae fohaT AT 2T, gTeliteh IR
CaRT SFeradl 2023 H IWT FF T { I A 6T ART T FATYUA g1 Ll g, Sfeh
Tg dhadl GlAl ¢2MF & g fAdg AT JF 9T 3R A Shidd t@ar g, 3ar & gy
&1 eraf & AuRa g

Last September, The Hindu had reported that India decided there would be no more

meetings of the Permanent Indus Commission (PIC), made up of representatives of
both countries until the IWT was renegotiated.

o Raw, g R RUE fhar or & sma s a5 ot for ar & warft sew
AR (PIC) &7 3R FI1S & 18T gIem, ST glaAt &if & gfafaAfal & ¥ a1, 59 d&
IWT T oT: arcll w781 grell|

The last meeting happened in Delhi in May 2022.

N Jo fEoell & AS 20223-‘1:5;% oY

Since January 2023, India has written four times to Pakistan to initiate talks on
revising the treaty but is yet to receive a formal response.

SAadl 2023 |, R o GIfeheetel & W HT FoAteT & fAv Sl & Fa & fow
IR AR 97 o &, oifehet 3030 o JoaRer Sare gred sTet g3 ©

Differing Stance

faffe fewior

The dispute resolution mechanism laid out under the terms of the IWT — as India
interprets it — says that disputes must first attempt to be resolved by the Permanent
Indus Commission (PIC).

IWT &1 erat & dgd e gAT= &7 — ST [ 9Ra 38 Sareaniad #dl § — Hegdm
¢ 5 faarel A uger TR gg@ WY (PIC) GFRT g A T G fhaT ST
Uyl

If they do not succeed, the matter would be weighed by the World Bank-appointed
Neutral Expert.
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Ife I HB G Bl &, ol HAHN Ios d garT g ~ga e qanr faur
fopar SITTam|

e If this fails too, the matter would be decided by a Court of Arbitration.
afe I off fawer & STar &, dr AT sfaas &€ canT aa fhar Smeem|

o However, while India has held that each step must be fully exhausted before both sides
agree to moving on to the next step, Pakistan has moved on without waiting for India’s
concurrence.

gleliich, STafeh AR A Y& AW § b Fedeh TXOT I U oRE @ FATCA fohar ST
IIfgv, 589 Ugel fh gl J&T 379Tel TROT 9 Sl TR TAEHA &f, el of IR &Y
AT FT SdoiR fFU f8a1 31 st 1 Aot formr &1

o Initially, both countries seemed to agree on the World Bank appointing a “neutral
expert”.
AE A, Al Gt o goF o IR “~Ygel TFHIL” AgFd FIA W FeATT TFd i Al
e Pakistan in 2016 asked for a Court of Arbitration.

qIfehEdTel o1 2016 F ATTASAA HIE T AL ST 27|

e The World Bank first ruled that having a neutral expert and court together could lead to
“‘contradictory outcomes”.

ges dF 7 uger Fg vy form or % Ue Fgga vEEa 3R FIE F UE @Y @S §
“FaremerreY aftoma” g1 Fha 1

e However, in 2022, it facilitated the setting up of an expert as well as a chairman to the
Court of Arbitration.

glelifeh, 2022 #, 38 Toh Tarque 3R IfaersT F1E & reget i &g o

giaensteish S|
¢ India has refused to attend proceedings in the Court of Arbitration at The Hague.
HRA T & 81 H NTaAUT FIEH gl dTell FRAART H AT ol T SABR I AT B
o Pakistan has maintained that it is working within the terms of the treaty, whereas India
says the treaty does not allow such parallel dispute mechanisms.

qIfehEdIeT o I8 S0 @M § & a8 I $r oaaf & aga &1 & W@ §, T ARd FHT
Fgell & foh AT 08 gaATa] Rare &t &1 segafa «@ & gl
e The press statement, issued on Tuesday, said that while the NE could under the terms

of the treaty decide on technical disputes, it did not invalidate the existing Court of
Arbitration.

9 faaifed, St ATTerar &l SR 1 arg oY, 7 sl a1 foh STafeh sgger vawae 6iY &
Al & ded aeitdhr fdamEl W Ao o ehar g, a8 HAlser anfages FIE @ 3wy
&l T &

e Inthe days ahead, Mr. Lino is expected to hear both India and Pakistan and decide on

whether design parameters of the Kishenganga and Ratle hydroelectric projects
conform with the IWT.

e arer feAt &, A forer @ 3nafera & T ag oRa 3R arfdearer 1 gorars aier 3R
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g T LT & fReremeren 3R o ggisdfdes Naeed & fSers Welled IWT &
3TET § AT |

India, France to work

together on maritime
surveillance in IOR

|GS Paper IlI: India-France |

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

India and France have
agreed to explore oppor-
tunities for coordinated
surveillance whilst de-
ployed to counter threats
to the maritime security in
the Indian Ocean Region
(IOR). The two countries
also committed to support-
ing each other in maritime
security engagements.
“Both sides agreed to
strengthen existing me-
chanisms of cooperation
such as implementation of
the agreed framework of
exchange of information
through enhanced infor-
mation exchange between
Information Fusion
Centre-Indian Ocean Re-
gion, Gurugram and Re-
gional Coordination Oper-
ations Centre, Seychelles
and Regional Maritime In-
formation Fusion Centre,
Madagascar in the IOR,”

Threats such as
piracy, contraband
smuggling and illegal
fishing to be
monitored

the Ministry of External Af-
fairs said in a statement af-
ter the seventh India-
France maritime coopera-
tion dialogue held recently.

India and France agreed
to develop a joint assess-
ment of the threats to mar-
itime security in the re-
gion; to counter illicit
maritime activities, includ-
ing piracy and armed rob-
bery, maritime terrorism,
contraband smuggling, il-
legal and unregulated fish-
ing; hybrid as well as cyber
security threats and ma-
rine pollution, the Ministry
said. Officials said the ef-
forts for coordinated sur-
veillance will be to address
these kind of threats.

India, France to work
together on maritime
surveillance in IOR

R 3R Wi Be ATHPR
a7 & FHar el W
ATHT FTH FLT

India and France Maritime Cooperation

T AR B A T wEdT

eIndia and France have agreed to explore
opportunities for coordinated surveillance
while deployed to counter threats to
maritime security in the Indian Ocean
Region (IOR).

R 3R FH o HRAT AT &F (IOR)
A AT G & Gl & HFPEell HA &
foT darer & girer wafea AR &
37AERT FT TATA FA T TAGHATT ST ahl
gl

eThe two countries also committed to
supporting each other in maritime security
engagements.

arell Rl = WA F&TT FS H Teh-g@r &l
ALY FXat &1 o Hhed oI gl

«“Both sides agreed to strengthen existing
mechanisms of cooperation such as
implementation of the agreed framework of
exchange of information through enhanced
information exchange between Information
Fusion Centre-Indian Ocean Region,
Gurugram and Regional Coordination

Operations Centre, Seychelles and Regional Maritime Information Fusion Centre,
Madagascar in the IOR,” the Ministry of External Affairs said in a statement after the
seventh India-France maritime cooperation dialogue held recently.
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"Gl qall & HgART & HANSET dF T AT A W HeATd T H, o o
FeBIRIST TGl WeT-3TB3aer 3t Jter, qeamsr 3R foerer FifEAeeT sy
X, Vorew 3R dorerer AT SpieereT FEreT Wex, ARG & JrT FI31 &
HETA-9eTe & HHASIA T TRET T 6] AT, [aGeT HA@T & gl & H A&
HRA-TH WHA WANT Walg & a1G U ST 7 &gl

e India and France agreed to develop a joint assessment of the threats to maritime
security in the region.

AR R B S &1 7 FHS GRET &I gl T WA Hl WIFd HedTdheT lel T
AT T H|

e The aim is to counter illicit maritime activities, including piracy, armed robbery,
maritime terrorism, contraband smuggling, illegal and unregulated fishing, hybrid
as well as cyber security threats, and marine pollution.

SHHT 36527 AU WHA Al &1 FHTer FE B, T g¥gar, WA e,
AIFaT FR&T Fe, 3 FHAT Tquor enfaer g

« Officials said the efforts for coordinated surveillance will be to address these kinds of
threats.

ARG & Fgr & Gafda AIRE & 9I9E 59 YFR & TGaRT & FATT - &
forT gianl
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India, France discuss civil nuclear
issues ahead of PM’s visit to Paris

IGS Paper II: India-France |

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

India and France have
agreed to boost coopera-
tion in “high-end technolo-
gy sectors”, as senior offi-
cials held Foreign Office
consultations in Paris, and
discussed long-pending ci-
vil nuclear cooperation is-
sues ahead of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s visit
next month.

A delegation, led by Fo-
reign Secretary Vikram
Misri and including newly
appointed Indian Ambas-
sador to France Sanjeev
Singla, met French Secre-
tary-General for Europe
and Foreign Affairs Anne-
Marie Descotes and French
Foreign Minister Jean-Noél
Barrot.

Mr. Modi will travel to
Paris for a Summit for Ac-
tion on Artificial Intelli-
gence on February 10 and
11. Officials also discussed
the Prime Minister’s pro-

Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri with Secretary-General of the French
Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs Anne-Marie Descotes. PTI

gramme and bilateral agen-
da during the visit. Last
week, a French Minister
had announced that India
will “co-chair” the summit.

Mr. Misri and Ms. Des-
cotes held a meeting of the
India-France Special Task
Force on Civil Nuclear
Energy, which was decided
during Mr. Macron’s visit to
India last January. In the
joint statement issued a

year ago, the two sides had
agreed to convene the Spe-
cial Task Force “within
three months”.

Jaitapur project

In particular, talks bet-
ween the two sides have
not resolved issues on the
much-delayed Jaitapur Nu-
clear Power Project in
Maharashtra, despite a re-
vised techno-commercial

offer being made by
French energy company
EDF (Electricite De France)
in 2022.

India and France signed
a civil nuclear agreement
in 2008 and inked the first
MoU for the 990-MW Jaita-
pur plant in 2009. Officials
have said that the high pro-
ject cost, time overruns
and the continuing logjam
over India’s civil liability
law (Civil Liability for Nu-
clear Damage Act, 2010)
are among the issues still
being discussed on the Jai-
tapur project, even as In-
dia and France look to-
wards cooperating on
Small Modular Reactor in
the future.

In a statement issued af-
ter the talks, the Ministry
of External Affairs said that
the two sides held talks on
a number of areas of bilat-
eral cooperation including
“defence, civil nuclear
energy, space, cyber and
digital and AI”.

India, France discuss civil nuclear issues ahead of PM’s visit

to Paris

guTTAa 1 INT I F ggd HRA AR B A AT qIAT

Heal 9 ==t @y

India and France Agree to Boost Cooperation in High-End Technology Sectors

RT3 B ITa-radT denfd 8t # @A sem W wgAd

e India and France have agreed to boost cooperation in “high-end technology sectors” as
senior officials held Foreign Office consultations in Paris, discussing long-pending
civil nuclear cooperation issues ahead of Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit next
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month.
R 3R B 7 “ITg-TT Wi e F TgaeT dee W dgAfa a1 g, Fife
alss 3T & IRE 7 [l s e 3mafaa Far ik e 78

TUTTAN g A BN AT § ggol wfed Rfde ~gfFeaw wgahr fgeel w ==t &1
A delegation, led by Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri and including newly appointed
Indian Ambassador to France Sanjeev Singla, met French Secretary-General for
Europe and Foreign Affairs Anne-Marie DescOtes and French Foreign Minister
Jean-Noél Barrot.

T giafattesy, Sad R afta R i ik 79 @ged sra & wegg dsie
Rgem anfer &, 7 s g9 3R e At & aRe-aeRe WA seew 3t
wiEE fager Ff ie-Aver R Farrd H

Mr. Modi will travel to Paris for a Summit for Action on Artificial Intelligence on

February 10 and 11. Officials also discussed the Prime Minister's programme and
bilateral agenda during the visit.

st A< 10 3R 11 B A IRT F nREfpRe sefosiw W v affic F omr &6
HTRINGT F AT & GRIT T F FEHA IR gfaveiy vosr w o ==t $n|

Last week, a French Minister had announced that India will “co-chair” the summit.
o goag, T B J73l o aiwor i o 6 sRa gffe i “a@g-3regarar H39|

Mr. Misri and Ms. Descobtes held a meeting of the India-France Special Task Force
on Civil Nuclear Energy, which was decided during Mr. Macron’s visit to India last
January.

At st 3R gt SwRew A Ra-%E @AY FF 7 on Rfde ~fFe—w 33T Joh
&, ST sft ApleT Y HRAT AT & SR WS FTAad F T Hr 715 of|

In the joint statement issued a year ago, the two sides had agreed to convene the
Special Task Force “within three months”.

T ATl Ggd ST EFFd ST H, Sl G&il o AT S ef Y et 7@l & e
gollel I HgAT STars oAl

Jaitapur Project

SR R

Talks between the two sides have not resolved issues on the much-delayed Jaitapur
Nuclear Power Project in Maharashtra, despite a revised techno-commercial offer
being made by French energy company EDF (Electricité De France) in 2022.

alet geit & & arell & STas]e, AERTSE A W Sy #gfFeay aray Niee W Aol
gl I8 g1 UTT &, greiifeh et ot Hueit EDF (SafFef@& 3 wid) garT 2022 F T
FMAT dawlIh-cAa@s yFdra f&ar arar )

India and France signed a civil nuclear agreement in 2008 and inked the first MoU for
the 990-MW Jaitapur plant in 2009.
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R R B A 2008 H Teh fATder #gfFerd HHASA T FEAER T 3R 2009 # 990-
AMETEe AAR AT & AT ggen TARE FAAT (MoU) fra|

o Officials have said that the high project cost, time overruns, and the continuing logjam
over India’s civil liability law (Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage Act, 2010) are
among the issues still being discussed on the Jaitapur project, even as India and
France look towards cooperating on Small Modular Reactors in the future.

RN A Fel § & ITg aRASAr oerd, 87T i Af¥Edn, 3R 6aRa & e
aar w (Rfde affad vt gfFeax Sasr vae, 2010) W I« T afade &
Heg STy RS X el o Tt 7 §, el aRa iR wiw wfasy 7 At AsgeR
RuFer W TgoT A 3R @ |/ &l

o In a statement issued after the talks, the Ministry of External Affairs said that the two
sides held talks on a number of areas of bilateral cooperation including “defence, civil
nuclear energy, space, cyber and digital and Al”.

arat & §1¢ SR Teh 991 &, gy #aea 3 Fgl & ot ualt o gfausfr @gaer & &3 &
w = @, foae e, e sgfFeax 39, saRer, aea Ak Bioea sk wnrd” aifde g

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper Il1: Economy, Science & Technology,
Environment, Disaster Management, Internal Security)

1. Central committee member among 14 Maoists killed in

Gariaband encounter / IRATEE HsAs # Fdwr wfafa
ST WA 14 ATAEET AR AT

2. What do draft data protection rules state? / #&ler 31
TETOT I Fa1 Fga &7

3. Why are antivenoms not easily accessible in India? /
HRA # TEAaH AR & 3T FA1 A8l 87

4. DRDO holds key test for hypersonic missiles / 313383

A gERAfas fAamdl &1 Ageaqet adaror
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Central committee member among 14
Maoists l<illed in Gariaband encounter

RAIPUR

At least 14 Maoists have
been killed in Gariaband
district along the Chhattis-
garh-Odisha boundary, the
police said on Tuesday.

The police had on Mon-
day said the number of fa-
talities in the anti-Maoist
operation was two but up-
dated the figures based on
the bodies recovered after
the operation.

Those killed include
Jayaram, alias Chalpati, a
senior member of the cen-
tral committee, the highest
decision-making body of
the Maoists, carrying a
bounty of 31 crore, Garia-
band Superintendent of
Police Nikhil Rakhecha
told The Hindu.

Securlty forces at Bhaludiggi Hill, near the Odlsha -Chhattisgarh
boundary, in Gariaband on Tuesday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

A large cache of arms
and ammunition has also
been recovered, he said,
adding that there could be
a possibility of more
Maoists being killed.

The operation was car-
ried out in the area of
Mainpur police station by a
joint team of security per-

sonnel from the District
Reserve Guard (DRG), Cen-
tral Reserve Police Force
(CRPF), the Commando
Battalion for Resolute Ac-
tion (CoBRA) from Chhat-
tisgarh, and Special Opera-
tion Group (SOG) from
Odisha.

A CoBRA member had

sustained minor injuries.

‘Mighty blow’

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Tuesday de-
scribed the operation as
“another mighty blow” to
Naxalism.

“Another mighty blow
to Naxalism. Our security
forces achieved major suc-
cess towards building a
Naxal-free Bharat,” the
Home Minister wrote on
social media platform X.

Chhattisgarh Chief Mi-
nister Vishnu Deo Sai con-
gratulated the security
forces on the encounter
and said the State will be
free from Maoism by
March 2026.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

Central committee member among 14 Maoists killed in
Gariaband encounter

TR ASHS A FAIT FIATT FewT FAT 14 ABAGIET AR 7€

14 Maoists Killed in Gariaband District, Chhattisgarh
odiIe & NG S # 14 Aaredt fr #@la

o At least 14 Maoists have been killed in Gariaband district along the Chhattisgarh-
Odisha boundary, the police said on Tuesday.

qio & 37TAR, AIAAR & Sdaere-3 i3 e & ey AR e d w9 ¥ F 14

ATAGIEY AR 7Y

e The police had on Monday said the number of fatalities in the anti-Maoist operation
was two but updated the figures based on the bodies recovered after the operation.

Wﬁﬁwﬁwm%mﬂﬁﬁﬁ%f@wﬁh@mﬁﬁﬁﬁg‘éaﬁ,m
ITRAA & &1 2l i Rl & IR W ksl & 9se fHam)
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Those killed include Jayaram, alias Chalpati, a senior member of the central
committee, the highest decision-making body of the Maoists, carrying a bounty of &1
crore, Gariaband Superintendent of Police Nikhil Rakhecha told The Hindu.

AR 9T A9 F STARHA, 3% gedfd, s ABarfedr f Fdr IR F akss aeeg 2
IR O W w3 & 5 o1, TR gfaw srefers @f@e q@=w g g

AT

A large cache of arms and ammunition has also been recovered, he said, adding that
there could be a possibility of more Maoists being killed.

Iogie el & U a9 AT 7 AR 3N sraee off swAe Y 9 &, 3R I o &
fr 3R Ararfeat & Alq & dHET 8 TR g

The operation was carried out in the area of Mainpur police station by a joint team of
security personnel from the District Reserve Guard (DRG), Central Reserve Police

Force (CRPF), the Commando Battalion for Resolute Action (CoBRA) from
Chhattisgarh, and Special Operation Group (SOG) from Odisha.

Ig AT AR gforw weret &1 7 e Rerd ang (DRG), 6 Rerd yfow s
(CRPF), Beilerg & IeRT Faist derforer 3k sif3er & Ry sitae 7 (SOG) &
GR&T HIAGT T TgFa EF Sar fowar |

A CoBRA member had sustained minor injuries.

Ueh FIET J&TT T gohl AE 3Ms 2|

Union Home Minister Amit Shah Calls It a ‘Mighty Blow’ to Naxalism
FET E AN FAT A7 A 3/ FFHAAIG W AFed 4TI’ FgT

Union Home Minister Amit Shah on Tuesday described the operation as “another
mighty blow” to Naxalism.

Frr 77 7 AT aE A FEAR F $H IR H AFEAaE | TF AR A

el
“Another mighty blow to Naxalism. Our security forces achieved major success towards
building a Naxal-free Bharat,” the Home Minister wrote on social media platform X.

"AFHeIdG F Teh HR HErFh| AN GI&T aeil o il HeFd R Soflod 1 feem &
a1 WA TTed " IE FA A @ere AfEAr Fa X 1 o

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Vishnu Deo Sai congratulated the security forces on the
encounter and said the State will be free from Maoism by March 2026.

Sdiiaere HEIHN faeaary A& W§ A HoHs W GIET ol H g4rs & iR Fer fH
TS AT 2026 d A3iare § HFd g SCm|
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In sync: A pair of Olive Ridley turtles seen in the waters of the Bay of Bengal off Odisha coast ahead of their mass nesting. BISWARANJAN ROUT
IGS Paper lll: Environment |
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What do draft data protection rules state?

Will major tech companies such as Meta, Google, Apple, Microsoft. and Amazon be affected by the new rules on data localisation? How does Rule 22 augment

Section 36 of the Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023? Will the new rules compromise end-to-end encryption of messages?

[GS Paper lil: Cyber Security |

EXPLAINER

Aaratrika Bhaumik

The story so far:

he Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology on
January 3, 2025, released the

draft rules for implementing

the Digital Personal Data Protection
(DPDP) Act, 2023 - 16 months after the
law was notified in August 2023. The
Union government is currently soliciting
feedback on the draft rules through a
fiduciary framework that effectively
precludes both public disclosure and the
submission of counter-comments. “The
draft rules, coupled with the existing

islation, are i for ishi

a comprehensive data privacy
framework... Moreover, the government
should consider submitting the rules to a
parliamentary standing committee for
scrutiny,” Amar Patnaik, advocate and
former MP, told The Hindu.

What is the data localisation

mandate?
The draft rules introduce a data
localisation mandate that extends beyond
the original scope of the legislation. Data
localisation refers to measures that
restrict the flow of data within a
jurisdiction’s borders. While the DPDP
Act permits the government to limit
personal data transfers, it confines such
restrictions to specific notified countries.
In contrast, the rules propose the
creation of a government-appointed
committee to define which classes of data
cannot be exported from India. This
mandate will apply to significant data
fiduciaries (SDFs), as designated by the
government based on the volume and
sensitivity of the personal data they
process. Major tech companies, such as
Meta, Google, Apple, Microsoft, and
Amazon, are expected to fall within this
classif i he | isation provisi
likely stems from the challenges law
enforcement agencies face in accessing

cross-border data during i igati In

GETTY IMAGES

Ashwini earlier

2018, the Reserve Bank of India
implemented a similar mandate,
requiring payment data operators to
localise their data within the country.
Currently, financial, payment, and
insurance data must be stored
domestically, with copies of payment data
allowed overseas solely to facilitate
international transactions.

However, the government has clarified
that the proposed committee is
envisioned as a central body that will
collaborate with other ministries and
sectoral regulators to ensure the effective
implementation of local data storage
without disrupting industry operations.
This approach could also help prevent ad
hoc data localisation mandates from
government departments working in
silos. Union Minister of Information and

told media portals that the government
plans to provide the industry with a
two-year timeline to establish the
necessary systems for compliance.

According to Aparajita Bharti, a
founding partner at TQH Consulting,
which advises tech companies on
compliance with Indian laws, data
localisation mandates could present
substantial operational challenges for
both large tech companies and start-ups.
“It is extremely difficult for companies to
segment different sets of data and
determine the appropriate data centre for
each tool. This will restrict business
operations and result in higher
operational costs,” she said.

What about executive overreach?
Section 36 of the DPDP Act, read in

conjunction with Rule 22, empowers the
Union government, through the
designated authorised person, to demand
“any” information from a data fiduciary
or intermediary (entities processing
personal data) in the interest of India’s
sovereignty, integrity, or national security.
Experts have cautioned that such
sweeping discretionary powers are
susceptible to misuse, potentially
enabling surveillance or the suppression
of dissent.

Additionally, these provisions could
compel social media intermediaries to
compromise end-to-end encryption of
messages — a concern raised by
Meta-owned WhatsApp last year in its
challenge to the Information Technology
(Intermediary Guidelines and Digital
Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021. Rule 22
prohibits companies from disclosing
information about such government
demands if doing so could “prejudicially
affect the sovereignty and integrity of
India or the security of the State.”

Apar Gupta, advocate and co-founder
of Internet Freedom Foundation, told The
Hindu that this provision stands in stark
contrast to the recommendations of the
Group of Experts on Privacy, headed by
Justice (retd.) A.P. Shah, in 2012.

“The committee categorically
recommended that individuals subject to
interception should be notified. There is
ample evidence of interception orders
being misused by police departments
under political influence. This provision
effectively creates a giant backdoor for the
government to requisition information
without any checks and balances,” he

said.

Ms. Bharti agreed, highlighting the
absence of adequate restraints on the
government. “The government should
consider adopting safeguards akin to
those under the Information Technology
Act, 2000, to ensure that citizens are not
left unaware of the nature and extent of
data requisitioned by the government
from data fiduciaries. Such expansive
governmental discretion could also
hinder commercial interests,” she said.

What do draft data protection rules state?

Adler o1 WEOr ATH FaT FEa 27

Will major tech companies such as Meta, Google, Apple, Microsoft, and Amazon
be affected by the new rules on data localisation? How does Rule 22 augment
Section 36 of the Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023? Will the new rules
compromise end-to-end encryption of messages?

W ¢ fAgAl @ ysnfaa aell? e 22 Bfeed safaaera 3o wveor srffaas, 2023
&Y URT 36 A HH TSTAT 8?7 FIAT AT AIA TR F U3-T-U3 vfewreersT & gaASAIT

FL?
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Data localisation refers to
measures that restrict the flow
of data within a jurisdiction’s
borders. While the DPDP Act
permits the government to
limit personal data transfers, it
confines such restrictions to
specific notified countries.

v

Section 36 of the DPDP Act,
read in conjunction with Rule
22, empowers the Union
government, through the
designated authorised person,
to demand “any” information
from a data fiduciary or
intermediary.

v

The Union government is
currently soliciting feedback on
the draft rules through a
fiduciary framework that
effectively precludes both
public disclosure and the
submission of
counter-comments.
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Release of Draft Rules for DPDP Act, 2023
NN AT, 2023 F fow #AGler FFAT F1 S =

The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology on January 3, 2025,
released the draft rules for implementing the Digital Personal Data Protection (DPDP)
Act, 2023 — 16 months after the law was notified in August 2023.

gaFeiaTd 3R ga=r sedfFEdr #ame 3 3 Feadt 2025 i B wdad e
W (SdEd) srfafae, 2023 A o) Fe & fore wwter st e SRy fear -
IET 2023 H FlleT & IFRAGRIT @ & 16 AL I

The Union government is currently soliciting feedback on the draft rules through a
fiduciary framework that effectively precludes both public disclosure and the
submission of counter-comments.

g WFR ITAT #H U rgRady boad & Areasd § Adler AT o afafsar A
W &, S TeTTel §9 § WA THEFOr 3R FE-wACH H TEgfadt @ Aehar

“The draft rules, coupled with the existing legislation, are inadequate for establishing a
comprehensive data privacy framework... Moreover, the government should consider
submitting the rules to a parliamentary standing committee for scrutiny,” Amar
Patnaik, advocate and former MP, told The Hindu.

“Frler A, HlSET el & A AR, T ca9eh 3T MUAar e &l T &
fIT 33T §... 38% 37T, TR A FATAT F gudT TRl gfafa = gefer &
T 9eqd e W faUR #E0 AR, IR G, gehlel 3R g9 @de, 4 § g
S|

Data Localisation Mandate

SeT TgTgEer Jrfaardar

The draft rules introduce a data localisation mandate that extends beyond the original
scope of the legislation.

Frler s v 3eT TUTEREROT AfAardar 92 A ¢, S el & Aol G ¥ 3T
el g

Data localisation refers to measures that restrict the flow of data within a jurisdiction’s
borders.

ST TUTAIEROT 307 UM G AT & S Rl SRER S G F e
ST & vaTe # SRERE = ¥

While the DPDP Act permits the government to limit personal data transfers, it
confines such restrictions to specific notified countries.

STafer St srfafaas arer = safFaera e gwt S WfAT e # At oar
¢, 75 0 gfaeet & e Rftse sfagfEa qot a @ffd =ar g

In contrast, the rules propose the creation of a government-appointed committee to
define which classes of data cannot be exported from India.
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g% A, AT # v TR gann Agea afAfa o= a1 yede § S a8
gReRT FEN & FiT v & ST ARG T AT 787 T I Fohal

o This mandate will apply to significant data fiduciaries (SDFs), as designated by the
government based on the volume and sensitivity of the personal data they process.

g 3ifarddr Ageaqor Ser AsgfAad (SDFs) W o] gefl, S f& v ganr
feifRa famar arm & S 9 afegs 3R gageTefierar & 3R @ Auiia S

e Major tech companies, such as Meta, Google, Apple, Microsoft, and Amazon, are
expected to fall within this classification.

v & Hafadl, S o AeT, Iprd, voe, AFHINTTE, 3N AT, S qIfHIoT A A
1 37 B

e The localisation provision likely stems from the challenges law enforcement agencies
face in accessing cross-border data during investigations.

FUTATHOT ITUTel HHA: FlleT Tdelel TATHAT GIRT ST & GRTeT HAR 3T o
qgdel H 3 dTell A & 3Tt E37 ¢

e In 2018, the Reserve Bank of India implemented a similar mandate, requiring payment
data operators to localise their data within the country.

2018 #, #RAT Rerd d& &7 U HAT AT o] T, foae sqerarer ST e &
3T 22T AT S & MNAT TATHAIRIOT ey ST 3aTehar AT

e Currently, financial, payment, and insurance data must be stored domestically, with
copies of payment data allowed overseas solely to facilitate international transactions.

aoAr #, e, spardre, 3R T 3er sl eRe &R W HIEd fohar S =nige, 3R
SITATT ST T TN shael HRTSET oled-8of &l FlAToToleh Follel & T fager &
@ & AR B

e However, the government has clarified that the proposed committee is envisioned as a
central body that will collaborate with other ministries and sectoral regulators to
ensure the effective implementation of local data storage without disrupting industry
operations.

gelifeh, SR & TUse fhar § & gearaa afafa & te F0T Rem s &7 &
FHedAT T IS § S 3T AATAT 3R & S & T AT FHWW, dlfeh 3eI1eT
ATl H Fehrac & f9elT TART ST HSROT &l YHTET &1 § oe] fohdm ST &bl

e This approach could also help prevent ad hoc data localisation mandates from
government departments working in silos.

TE TTeChIOT TN FAHET gaRT Reler & $1A FXA U TS-gih 32T FAT=IgSIor
HfAaFansit HF Asa 7 i Feg I GohaT B

e Union Minister of Information and Broadcasting Ashwini Vaishnaw earlier told
media portals that the government plans to provide the industry with a two-year
timeline to establish the necessary systems for compliance.

= 3R yaror # sfReel dsorg o gger AfSAr AidAt ¥ FEr O F @R e
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I IHeIUTeleT & T 3Taegeh Yool T el & U ar ATl HT FAIHAT er
FT T raTelT FelT Y gl

Data Localisation Mandates and Operational Challenges

3T TTIHor Hfaardant sk aReree gatfoaat

According to Aparajita Bharti, a founding partner at TQH Consulting, which advises
tech companies on compliance with Indian laws, data localisation mandates could
present substantial operational challenges for both large tech companies and start-
ups.

IS AR, S Sagua Fafedar f1 geuds dEier § 3R S (R Frepat &
IJUTelel WX ¢ HUTAT T Hellg Sl 8, & IHJHR, 3T FURARIHI0T HfAardand asr
&F Fufaal 3R FE-3req Il & AT AgeaqoT aRarersr FoAlfaat 9er & Hevclr B

“It is extremely difficult for companies to segment different sets of data and determine
the appropriate data centre for each tool. This will restrict business operations and
result in higher operational costs,” she said.

‘Fafadl & far fAaffies geR & Sar &t fQanfaa & 3R 9% o & fov 3uged
32T HeX [AUTRT 1 JATF HioT g1 I8 AR F@aTe F1 Ifadaiad Heem 3R
3od IRATeA AR ST HROT §a191,” 3oaied gl

Executive Overreach Concerns

FRFA IAWF gEdaiq i Rar

Section 36 of the DPDP Act, read in conjunction with Rule 22, empowers the Union
government, through the designated authorised person, to demand “any” information
from a data fiduciary or intermediary (entities processing personal data) in the interest
of India’s sovereignty, integrity, or national security.

A rfafeer A arr 36, Ags 22 & Ty g I §, S g R FI, Afcse
H&p i & AETA &, AR FT FHHAT, JE@SAT, AT AT FIaT o 7T 7 3T
gl a1 Avaey (AfFqera ser garfed #e arel HEu) @ ‘R oY Sierenrdy
&1 AT F FT VAR & B

Experts have cautioned that such sweeping discretionary powers are susceptible to
misuse, potentially enabling surveillance or the suppression of dissent.

faQrvst & Jaraet & § o O s et R afFaat geuaer &1 RER 8 dadr
¥ e el a7 R &Y oy Y GHIEGAT 3cue & T B

Additionally, these provisions could compel social media intermediaries to
compromise end-to-end encryption of messages — a concern raised by Meta-owned
WhatsApp last year in its challenge to the Information Technology (Intermediary
Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021.

g% HfaRad, I yraure wrerer AfFar Aegeyi w1 w@eRl & vs-g-vs vfeweeT &
FASNAT el & fIT AR X Hehd & — Ig T Wod a¥ Ae-wardea are
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ITHTY = I WA (Aeary Renfader 3k R At e @i
fa#, 2021 & f@eT® 39 Al F 357 Al

¢ Rule 22 prohibits companies from disclosing information about such government
demands if doing so could “prejudicially affect the sovereignty and integrity of India or
the security of the State.”

e 22 Sufeat & Wl TWHRT AT & TR H SRR HT GAET FT F Aehell §,
IS UAT AT 9 hT AT 3R IS A1 AT 1 GRat &l “gifawns & &
g X Tl gl

e Apar Gupta, advocate and co-founder of Internet Freedom Foundation, told The

Hindu that this provision stands in stark contrast to the recommendations of the Group
of Experts on Privacy, headed by Justice (retd.) A.P. Shah, in 2012.

IR I[CT, Tehlel 3R FeIAT PIBH BISSUT & HE-HEUTH, o1 & g T adrn & g5
wraene frsrar @ RAwat & wogg o AEme & WAoo fawlia g, forgehr sregsrar
FarHfd (@afaga) vt aEd 2012 & $r o

e “The committee categorically recommended that individuals subject to interception
should be notified. There is ample evidence of interception orders being misused by
police departments under political influence. This provision effectively creates a giant
backdoor for the government to requisition information without any checks and
balances,” he said.

“HIATY & Tasc §9 § FAGIRET @ A7 {6 geaaiv & sy safFaat wr gioa fan
STetr 1feT| gferd fAeTt @Ry Tstelifaed JiTa & g geaid meelt & geuder &
TACd HYT &1 FE TauTe JHTd F A WHR & v foer e s 3 wqere &
SATASRT AN & oIT TH AT ShR 3cUesT FIAT §,” oalel Farl

e Ms. Bharti agreed, highlighting the absence of adequate restraints on the government.
“The government should consider adopting safeguards akin to those under the
Information Technology Act, 2000, to ensure that citizens are not left unaware of the
nature and extent of data requisitioned by the government from data fiduciaries. Such
expansive governmental discretion could also hinder commercial interests,” she said.

Ms. Bharti f Hg#Afd cgerd T, THR X 3T afdaet S FAT 1 ¥@ifehd I Ul
“TXhR T Fearelr Flehr srfafarer, 2000 & dgd 3o7 GR&T 3urdl AT 3Tl |
AR e =1fge, arfer AR & THR arT ser sgfaadt @ Ay 71w ser &
T AR AT & R & el 7 BIST U] T faEdgd Ry Rawfsr
afasE Ral & off aif®T &T FGohar &, gl el
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Why are antivenoms not easily
accessible in India?

A landmark 2020 study by researchers from Canada, India, and the UK. estimated that between 2001 and
2014, a staggering 1.2 million snakebite deaths and three-times as many cases of disability occurred in India

R.N.V. Krishna Deepak

n New Year’s Day, five-year-old

Mayuri lost her life to a

snakebite in Uttara Kannada

district in Karnataka. The
delay in receiving antivenom and the
unsafe conditions at her anganwadi
tragically sealed her fate. She became one
of the estimated 58,000 Indians who die
every year from venomous snakebite, a
terrible number that renders India the
‘snakebite capital’ of the world and
highlights the scale of this preventable
crisis. What makes snake venom so
deadly, and how does antivenom
neutralise its effects?

What are antivenoms?

Antivenoms, or antivenins, are life-saving
medicines used to treat snakebites. They
are produced by injecting small amounts
of venom into animals, usually horses,
which then produce antibodies as part of
their i P These antibodi
become antivenoms.

Snake venom is one of nature’s most
lethal weapons, a complex cocktail of
toxic proteins, each tailored by evolution
to immobilise, and in some cases to
digest, prey and defend against threats.
When a sufficient quantity of venom is
injected during a snakebite, the toxins
wreak havoc on the human body in
multiple ways. Haemotoxins destroy
blood cells and disrupt clotting.
Neurotoxins block nerve signals and
paralyse. Cytotoxins dissolve tissue at the
bite site. The effects are often fatal
without medical intervention.

Antivenoms are the frontline defence.
They work by specifically binding to the
venom toxins to render them ineffective,
allowing the body’s natural defence
systems to clear them safely over time.
But for antivenom treatment to succeed,
responders need to know which snake
species inflicted the wound and how
much venom it injected.

. Polyvalent antivenoms (PVAs) currently
used in India target multiple species.
However, their efficacy varies against less
common snakes. Understanding each
venom'’s ¢ ity and the meck
of antibody production remains central to
improving treatments.

How do antivenoms work?

The production of antivenom is a
remarkable interplay of human ingenuity,
animal resilience, and immunological
mastery, dating back to the pioneering
work of French physician Albert Calmette
in the 1890s. He developed the first
antivenom using horses, a practice that
continues today.

To produce antivenom, healthy and
mature venomous snakes are first
captured from the wild by trained experts
who then “milk” the snakes to extract the
venom. Next, they immunise horses with
increasing doses of venom over many
weeks, allowing their immune systems to
produce antibodies. The dose of venom
injected into horses is critical: too little
and the immune will be weak;
too much and the horse’s body could be
dam

_ Over ﬁ}ne, the horses dgvelop a rob'usl

producing
that neutralise venom toxins. The
antibodies thus produced are very
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Dangerous process: A snake-catcher extracts venom from a cobra at the venom extraction centre of

specific to the type of toxins injected, like
alock and its key. This process mirrors
how humans develop resistance to
familiar pathogens like the flu or
common-cold viruses — through repeated
exposure or vaccination. The experts
extract these antibodies from the horse’s
blood and purify and formulate them as
antivenoms.

Several companies in India, including
Bharat Serums and Vaccines, Haffkine
Bio-pharmaceutical Corporation, and
ViNS Bioproducts, produce antivenom
this way. The Irula tribe of Tamil Nadu
plays a crucial role in this process. The
Irular people are skilled snake-catchers
and can safely extract venom from snakes
in controlled environments. Their
expertise ensures a steady supply of
high-quality venom for antivenom
production in India. Without their
contribution, the supply chain for these
drugs would collapse.

the Irula snake-catchers cooperative near Mahabalipuram in 2024. B. VELANKANNI RAJ

How common is snakebite in India?
India is home to more than 300 species of
snakes, of which more than 60 are
venomous, ranging from mild to high.
The so-called Big Four — Indian cobra
(Naja naja), common krait (Bungarus
caeruleus), Russell’s viper (Daboia
russelii), and the saw-scaled viper (genus
Echis) — account for most snakebite
deaths. The venom extracted from these
four species is used to produce PVAs in
India.

On the flip side, this means other
venomous snakes — including the king
cobra, monocled cobra, banded krait,
Sochurek’s saw-scaled viper, hump-nosed
viper, and several species of pit vipers —
are not covered by existing PVAs and
continue to pose significant risks. As a
result, victims bitten by these species
often receive ineffective treatment,
leading to poor outcomes.

A landmark 2020 study by researchers

from Canada, India, and the UK.
estimated that between 2001 and 2014, a
horrifying 1.2 million snakebite deaths
and three-times as many cases of
permanent disability occurred in India.
The study also said one in 250 Indians
were at risk of dying from snakebite
before the age of 70.

These staggering mortality numbers
reflect a pernicious combination of
ecological, social, and systemic factors.
People in rural India like agricultural
workers are disproportionately affected
and face a constant threat, particularly
during the monsoon, when snakes
become more active. Rapid, often
unplanned urbanisation, poor garbage
management, and urban floods have
increased encounters between humans
and snakes, making even city-dwellers
vulnerable.

Why are antivenoms hard to get?
India is the world’s largest producer and
consumer of antivenoms in the world.
However, access to timely medical care
remains a significant challenge for many
Indians. People in remote areas often
undertake long journeys to reach a
healthcare facility equipped with
antivenoms.

Even when antivenom is available,
improper administration and inadequate
facilities exacerbate the crisis. Logistical
issues, unequal access to care,
superstitious beliefs, and cultural
practices often delay proper treatment in
many parts.

Antivenoms often need to be
transported in cold storage, however,
India’s rural parts lack the supporting
infrastructure and power supply. Facilities
that ‘make do’ with the resources
available can cause the antivenoms to
degrade in storage and become
ineffective.

The high cost of manufacturing
antivenom limits accessibility for the
economically-disadvantaged. This
mismatch highlights the need for tailored
solutions, underscoring the importance
of targeted research and innovation.

How are antivenoms changing?
Antivenoms of the future are more
promising. Researchers are using
recombinant DNA technology to produce
lab-engineered, synthetic antivenoms that
are free from animal-derived proteins and
offer greater safety and efficacy.
Computer-designed proteins could
accelerate development by helping
researchers to optimise antibodies for
different clinical settings.

For example, on January 15,
researchers from Denmark, the UK., and
the U.S., led by 2024 Nobel laureate David
Baker, reported successfully using
Artificial Intelligence (AI) to design
synthetic antivenoms. Their and other
breakthroughs promise greater
effectiveness, availability, and the
potential to replace century-old methods
to produce antivenoms.

Region-specific antivenoms are another
promising avenue. The work of Karthik
Sunagar at the Indian Institute of Science,
Bengaluru, has already shed light on
cross-species and geographic variability in
venoms.

By ing the toxins’ ¢
scientists are attempting to create tailored
antivenoms, holding the promise for
more precise treatments. Portable
venom-detection kits and rapid diagnostic
tools are also helping guide effective
antivenom use. With continued
investment in research, public education,
and infrastructure, India can address its
snakebite crisis, with reason to hope
tragedies like Mayuri’s will become a
thing of the past.

R.N.V. Krishna Deepak studies snake
venoms using computational methods at
Azim Premji University, Bengaluru.
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Why are antivenoms not easily accessible in India?
HRT # UEAAA HTHET § 3T F4T 18l 87

A landmark 2020 study by researchers from Canada, India, and the U.K. estimated
that between 2001 and 2014, a staggering 1.2 million snakebite deaths and three-
times as many cases of disability occurred inindia

FeITST, AR 3R I.¥. & auFarat qanr e e ww faerfe 2020 & sreaas &
AT T AT § 2001 F 2014 F A oRT H wEw ¥ 1.2 Afwa Al g€
3R REarerar & s e A g v

Snakebite Tragedy and Antivenom

AT & FEA & THd 3R ohdaH

On New Year’s Day, five-year-old Mayuri lost her life to a snakebite in Uttara
Kannada district, Karnataka.

AT WA F e, i A1 A AN A 30T FoaAs e, Fetleaw A @9 F Frea § 37960
ST @r &

The delay in receiving antivenom and the unsafe conditions at her anganwadi
tragically sealed her fate.

TEAAH UTecd Hlel H fared 3R 38k nererardt & sty aRfeafaat o gefegay
3TGT foheAd 1 e far

She became one of the estimated 58,000 Indians who die every year from venomous
snakebites, making India the "snakebite capital" of the world.

g6 3o 3eTATTA 58,000 AR 7 & T &7 75, ST g¥ Aol STgdol Wikl & Fea @
S €, T988 R gfeiar &7 "9 & Freat i AU a7 240 g
This highlights the scale of this preventable crisis.

g 50 YA AT Hhe & AT Y 39PR T |

What are antivenoms?

Antivenoms, or antivenins, are life-saving medicines used to treat snakebites.
TEAAH, 1 vafA, Siad TaTF Sarsdar aldl g, Sit 1T & FIeat FT Sllel el & v
39T 1 ST

They are produced by injecting small amounts of venom into animals, usually horses,
which then produce antibodies as part of their immune response.
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Sog SR, ITACR 9T aEl, H oI A J RY Fr Sodec Fab IR fFAr Jrar g, s
T 379 ufaRem fafrar & BEd & §9 & vdEiEs 3cdeed A ¢

e These antibodies become antivenoms.
¥ TAETES CEAAH §+7 ST &1

e Snake venom is one of nature’s most lethal weapons, a complex cocktail of toxic

proteins, each designed by evolution to immobilise, and in some cases to digest, prey
and defend against threats.

T F1 A ypid & Fe@ uids gRER # 4 v g, 75 Jeda N &1 T Ffeo
o7 8, S 98 geilfd & IR & R 3, 3R o A § qum=, 9ur T
¥ Fug & v fGehd ganrr fSargeT f&har arrm g

o When a sufficient quantity of venom is injected during a snakebite, the toxins wreak
havoc on the human body in multiple ways.

S HT & FIea & SN qAea AET #F &Y Soige fFar Jrar §, dr [wed gere
AT RR W F WPT T T 3Tl 1
e Haemotoxins destroy blood cells and disrupt clotting.

SRS TF FIABIAT T IS¢ FT & AR IFd BT UFHT STH T GiohdT F ST
sTed gl

e Neurotoxins block nerve signals and paralyse.
AT ANl Hehell I HA%EY Fd § 3R ofehal AR &

e Cytotoxins dissolve tissue at the bite site.

ATSIRTFAA Pt & TATT W Fdh HT Ol &d ol

e The effects are often fatal without medical intervention.

g% 9T foar Rfdcar graaia & IFR grdas 8id ¢

e Antivenoms are the frontline defence.
TERAH TrafAS & g §

e They work by specifically binding to the venom toxins to render them ineffective, allowing
the body’s natural defence systems to clear them safely over time.

¥ faurerd geral & Y &9 F S 3¢ YA a1 & 8, TFad iR & wrepiah
T&TT YOI 3¢ §HAT & WY GRS §T & A6 T i g

e For antivenom treatment to succeed, responders need to know which snake species
inflicted the wound and how much venom it injected.

TaATH 3YUR T hldl & ToIU, STRETAI3T I Ig AT TS ¢ 6 fhg ag i
gyelifa o 919 har 3R 39« fohdar v Soiee foham|

e Polyvalent antivenoms (PVASs) currently used in India target multiple species.
IIATT H AR H 39T 81 aTel Gieligeie tedad (Fidiv) 3 yenfaat 1 afea s
gl

e However, their efficacy varies against less common snakes.

gTeifh, SeTeht TTaRfielcl A AT A9l & Womd Feet giar gl

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

Understanding each venom’s complexity and the mechanisms of antibody production
remains central to improving treatments.

g A T Ffeerar 3R TAEE) 3eumes & oF H A 3TAR H FUR & fow
HEIT T g3 R

How do antivenoms work?

The production of antivenom is a remarkable interplay of human ingenuity, animal
resilience, and immunological mastery, dating back to the pioneering work of French
physician Albert Calmette in the 1890s.

TERH T 3cUlce] ATeTd HILAW, T Wgereliad, R GfoRem &7erar &1 efada 3=
g, Sl st Rfcas e FeAc & 1890 F qUF & URITI FF & 3T §3T ¢
He developed the first antivenom using horses, a practice that continues toda;.
3ogiet OISl T 3YINT lh Ugell UeldaIH s fad fohar, St 3mer off ardr &)

To produce antivenom, healthy and mature venomous snakes are first captured from
the wild by trained experts who then “milk” the snakes to extract the venom.

TR ol & ToIT, Taey 3R gRusa fader @il & ggo gfifara fadwat ganr
STaTell & TehsT SIIT &, St i &l @ 1AW foehrot & o 3o¢ “ger Rema 817

Next, they immunise horses with increasing doses of venom over many weeks,
allowing their immune systems to produce antibodies.

o, 9 &S gorcll deh TaW & dea Gl § °IST Y FFIATS A o, ToTay efeh
GTAETT Junforar UEIETsIeT 3ceel aial &

The dose of venom injected into horses is critical: too little and the immune response will
be weak; too much and the horse’s body could be damaged.

aigt & geiee e a0 Ay A gue Agcaqol & I S5 FA @ ar gfoRer gfamkar
FASR g, Tfer agcT 3foH & o &g 1 W FHA & 37 Fehell B

Snakebite Treatment Process and Challenges

| & Flea FT galor AR FaAlfaar

Over time, the horses develop a robust immune response, producing antibodies that
neutralise venom toxins.

AT & 1Y, 03 U Aol wfaven gfafwar isfdd wia g, s faw fRwrops
fAafshT & & for vdeEe 3cue & £

These antibodies are very specific to the type of toxins injected, like a lock and its key.
¥ Tdarde vt & yeR & fav sgd e gla € S are ik 3w am

This process mirrors how humans develop resistance to familiar pathogens like the flu
or common-cold viruses — through repeated exposure or vaccination.

Ig 9fshar 38 e @ A § 98 Aetd familiar F0MOL3HT S el AT WA WA &
IR & ufa gfeRitear IefAa S § — IR-9R 96 AT AFHI0T & ATeTH |
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e The experts extract these antibodies from the horse’s blood and purify and formulate
them as antivenoms.

AT 5T TAEEIT FI AN F WA @ [Fhred § AR 378 Y aeh ThaaH & &9 A
R = g

e Several companies in India, including Bharat Serums and Vaccines, Haffkine Bio-
pharmaceutical Corporation, and ViNS Bioproducts, produce antivenom this way.

AR H &8 Huferal, S aRa @ 3R dedfew, refera ar-wregRFe Hafer,
3R VINS arasiseed, 36 YR TAAAH FH 3cUGed Xl gl

e The Irulatribe of Tamil Nadu plays a crucial role in this process.
afdeg 1 sTem STeTenta 36 Yihar # U Agcaqul (iR el gl

e The Irular people are skilled snake-catchers and can safely extract venom from snakes
in controlled environments.

SEAR ST HAST W T3 A g1 & AN BT araraor 7 @it & faw & gefad
7§ e a2

e Their expertise ensures a steady supply of high-quality venom for antivenom
production in India.

3eThT TARINACT 3R & CAaTH 3curea o v 3T oraar ar faw i folex sy
AT &l Bl

e Without their contribution, the supply chain for these drugs would collapse.

3eTeh ANTETS & TSaT, 3o Gan3il & Imqfet s@ares Smea|

How common is snakebite in India?

AT #H T & FIead T geaAT fhdedl AT g2

¢ Indiais home to more than 300 species of snakes, of which more than 60 are
venomous, ranging from mild to high.

TRT & Fral 300 & 30F genfaar g, 50 60T MFR_VI AT & ST gor @
T T T B £
e The so-called Big Four — Indian cobra (Naja naja), common krait (Bungarus

caeruleus), Russell’s viper (Daboia russelii), and the saw-scaled viper (genus
Echis) — account for most snakebite deaths.

TATH AT AT PR — HRAT FIRT (Naja naja), ATUROT $Fe (Bungarus caeruleus),
e $r AW (Daboia russelii), 3R @-Fhes AW (genus Echis) — 31f8eier AT &
Hcd ¥ gl arell Aldl & foT FFAeR g1

e The venom extracted from these four species is used to produce PVAs in India.
3oT IR Yolltadl & et 9137 Ay $iRa & didiv (qleligeic Taad) a0 & fov
39T fRar ST §

e However, this means other venomous snakes, including the king cobra, monocled
cobra, banded krait, Sochurek’s saw-scaled viper, hump-nosed viper, and several
species of pit vipers, are not covered by existing PVAs and continue to pose significant
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risks.
WRF FT A-Fhes AW, go-algr BAaw, IR Ae A dr w3 gonfaar anf@de g, wAlsger

ddIT @RT Fax FALr AT S § 3R T AR AgedquT SIEH FEd T &
e As aresult, victims bitten by these species often receive ineffective treatment, leading to
poor outcomes.

8% IRUMTATIEY, 3o YTl a1 HIC T Al &l IFa IATGRT 3R fFerar
g, oa% FRuT e 9o g

e Alandmark 2020 study by researchers from Canada, India, and the U.K. estimated that
between 2001 and 2014, a horrifying 1.2 million snakebite deaths and three-times as
many cases of permanent disability occurred in India.

2020 # HATST, R, IR L&, & M3l garT T 7T vh yoq@ reazeT o
AT fohar o 2001 3R 2014 & &, oA & 1.2 fforer @9 & Fea & Ald 3k
ot T[T TR TR faherTar & A gUl

e The study also said one in 250 Indians were at risk of dying from snakebite before the
age of 70.

3T H Ig ot et a7 R 250 H @ U R 70 Y T Y F Ug WT F FeA
¥ W & SfEs 7 i

e These staggering mortality numbers reflect a combination of ecological, social, and
systemic factors.

4 T & aTel A X F ks TR, WAt 3R Wi Rt a1 uw
e gt g1

e Peopleinrural India like agricultural workers are disproportionately affected and face
a constant threat, particularly during the monsoon, when snakes become more active.

AT SR H AT S F HfAE A ®9 @ ganfad gid § 3N wh e @
I WHAT FA g, AT T § AAHA & N, 519 @i 31 afha g ama gl

e Rapid, often unplanned urbanisation, poor garbage management, and urban floods
have increased encounters between humans and snakes, making even city-dwellers
vulnerable.

T, IFR AT AgHFI0T, TIT FET Y4, 3R g qMei o7 AAar 3R qar &
ST HoHgT @1 Fer G &, S Fgr o & aedt @i o gdeaelier e fear
gl

Why are antivenoms hard to get?

THAAH YIod AT FAT Hisd g2

e Indiais the world’s largest producer and consumer of antivenoms.
HRT AT T Ha@ T37 391G IR 3THFAT § TEAaTa 7

e However, access to timely medical care remains a significant challenge for many
Indians.
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greiifen, Tad WX RfFear S@ene as 9gT % AR & AT vk Hgeaqul getdr it
&S ¢l

People in remote areas often undertake long journeys to reach a healthcare facility
equipped with antivenoms.

-GS & 1 A ST IR Al AT R § Alfeh 9 woh RifShear giawr o aga
ok, foTa# véaea 39eey &l

Challenges in Snakebite Treatment

| & Flea & galer A aAfaar

Even when antivenom is available, improper administration and inadequate facilities
exacerbate the crisis.

ST oY TERA 3T BIT B, A T X e GRUT Hewve A aer &t B

Logistical issues, unequal access to care, superstitious beliefs, and cultural
practices often delay proper treatment in many parts.

IR Fs eeal & 3RT o 7 & wT & §
Antivenoms often need to be transported in cold storage, however, India’s rural parts
lack the supporting infrastructure and power supply.

TERATH I 3O Fles TERST & GRaged et I G2Thdl gidl &, gTelifeh, HRd &
artor w7 FErE wvaen AR Rega smqfd & wA

Facilities that ‘make do’ with the resources available can cause the antivenoms to
degrade in storage and become ineffective.

d giaurd St 3y HETEE § FT Tl §, TAAAH T HSROT H W HT Fehell &
IR 3T IHEET §1 Gehdl g

The high cost of manufacturing antivenom limits accessibility for the economically-
disadvantaged.

ﬁmmmmﬁmmmmﬁmaﬁa?ﬁvqgﬁaﬁmﬁa
FAT gl

This mismatch highlights the need for tailored solutions, underscoring the importance
of targeted research and innovation.

IJg A J&T GTT FAfEse AT H 3aThar I 3SR HlaTr g, 3R afdya aer 3ik
IR & Hecd T YWifhd BT

How are antivenoms changing?

Antivenoms of the future are more promising.

sfasa & véaaA 3t menas® ¢ |

Researchers are using recombinant DNA technology to produce lab-engineered,
synthetic antivenoms that are free from animal-derived proteins and offer greater
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safety and efficacy.

MNFT RepifEaaie NTAT Tehellh FT 3TN FiSh dd-gofaraR fFr a7, FaARes
TERTH T 3cUlel Y I &, Sl q-egcdeet Wl ¥ HeFal & 3R 37t gam 3k
ystTaefierar gl A 2

e Computer-designed proteins could accelerate development by helping researchers to
optimise antibodies for different clinical settings.

Foge-Bomse e 1w W faera & daf aX davd 8, Arererdisi @ f&afdes
fFafawa Aew & fav vdakier w1 eggidd & # Aeg = Bl
e For example, on January 15, researchers from Denmark, the U.K., and the U.S., led by

2024 Nobel laureate David Baker, reported successfully using Artificial Intelligence
(Al to design synthetic antivenoms.

361EX0T & fAT, 15 Fo1adt &I, 39aAT%, L., 3R F.uH. & Muhdi3it o, 2024 & Ada
WEFR faerar 3133 a9 & Aqgea A, FhHw gefawar (Al) #1 suEe & e
TEAAH 3SR H Theldl IIed S|

e Their and other breakthroughs promise greater effectiveness, availability, and the
potential to replace century-old methods to produce antivenoms.

3o 3R 3T 3Tl & HTUS ysraefierar, 3qerstdr, 31X wéaad g & fav @@
QAT TATET T deelel T THIEAT T drer fhar a1 &

e Region-specific antivenoms are another promising avenue.
g7-fAfdse vdaaaw v 3R ameaneEs e

o The work of Karthik Sunagar at the Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru, has
already shed light on cross-species and geographic variability in venoms.

AR e ST, e A Fifcld g aPR & S gge & st 7 yanfaat 3R
stnfes Beadarsit W gehrer s gl

e By mapping the toxins’ compositions, scientists are attempting to create tailored
antivenoms, holding the promise for more precise treatments.

TSIt & ATAAT3H T AT &leh, d<iTioteh TEAAH Sellal &l JAH AT & &, Sl
310 &F ST T arer X

e Portable venom-detection kits and rapid diagnostic tools are also helping guide
effective antivenom use.

qiéTd RAY-gar oo aret fFe 3R ot & dAaif@s 3T off ety vdaas 3qaer
ARTEYIT T H A X | &l

o With continued investment in research, public education, and infrastructure, India
can address its snakebite crisis, with reason to hope tragedies like Mayuri’s will
become a thing of the past.

T, Fraoiforer e, 3R T & AaT [Far & 1Y, HRT 3790 @9 & FIeaT Y
HHE H FATUT F ol ¢, 3R 370G &7 o1 Tt & o argdy Sl el sdia
FT 919 FT AT

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

e R.N.V. Krishna Deepak studies snake venoms using computational methods at
Azim Premji University, Bengaluru.

R.N.V. F0T &us 917 & R &7 3reqa ervrerens faftrt s sudier w3t s
YoSt freafagamer, daree A w1 Bl

DRDO holds
key test for
hypersonic
missiles
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The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

In a crucial milestone in
the development of next-
generation hypersonic mu-
nitions, the DRDO has suc-
cessfully demonstrated a
cutting-edge active cooled
scramjet combustor
ground test for the first
time in India. This is the ef-
fort to develop a long-dura-
tion supersonic combus-
tion scramjet powered
hypersonic technology.
The key to hypersonic
vehicles is scramjets,
which are air breathing en-
gines capable of sustaining
combustion at supersonic
speeds, the DRDO said.
“The ground test of scram-
jet combustor showcased
several achievements, de-
monstrating its potential
for operational use in hy-
personic vehicles, like suc-
cessful ignition and stable
combustion™.

DRDO holds key test for hypersonic missiles

SIA3T A gERAERF AEsal &1 Ageaqor glaor
T

DRDO Successfully Demonstrates Active Cooled Scramjet Combustor
Ground Test

DRDO & uf%T fafad TF#ae Favex 38 qdeIor & ®hadr gred v

. DRDO has successfully demonstrated a cutting-edge active cooled
scramjet combustor ground test for the first time in India.

DRDO & Rd H Ugell IR U AfFY Mafed wHse Havel aEs gdiaor J

HheldT 9red & gl
. This is part of the effort to develop a long-duration supersonic
combustion scramjet powered hypersonic technology.
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. The key to hypersonic vehicles is scramjets, which are air-breathing
engines capable of sustaining combustion at supersonic speeds, the DRDO
said.

FRURAIAS aTgel T Foll FHAGCH &, S FUIas I W ggel =T 7@

& gatH argHuTied g9l g, ST foh DRDO o gl
. “The ground test of scramjet combustor showcased several

achievements, demonstrating its potential for operational use in hypersonic
vehicles, like successful ignition and stable combustion,” the DRDO stated.
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