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Form authority to register live-in
relations till laws are passed: HC

NEW DELHI

The Rajasthan High Court
on Wednesday directed
the State government to
look into setting up an
authority in each district to
register live-in relation-
ships until the government
can bring “appropriate le-
gislation” that governs
such relationships.

A single-judge Bench of
Justice Anoop Kumar
Dhand noted in the order
that the need of the hour
was to frame a law to
“grant rights and impose
obligations on the part of
the couples in such rela-
tionships”, a law that is
“competent enough to
grant assistance to the chil-
dren and female partners
who become sufferers in
such relationships”.

Justice Dhand’s order
came on a batch of peti-
tions that dealt with cou-
ples in live-in relationships
“facing threat and danger
from their families and so-
ciety for not accepting

GS Paper |: Society |
The Hindu Bureau their relationship”. Justice

Dhand asked for the order
to be served to the Chief
Secretary and Principal Se-
cretary, Law and Justice, of
the State government, and
the Union Social Justice Se-
cretary, seeking a com-
pliance report by March 1.

Till such a law can be
brought in, this registering
authority should be able to
“address and redress the
grievances of such partn-
ers/couples who have en-
tered such relationship
and the children being
born out therefrom”, the
court said, adding that a
website could be launched
to redress these issues.

Conflicting opinions

The court considered the
legal question of whether
couples in live-in relations
where one of the partners
is still married are entitled
to protection of the court,
noting the diversity of judi-
cial views and referring
this question to the Chief
Justice, so it could be
placed before a special or

larger Bench.

In the order, Justice
Dhand noted that as India
was “opening its doors to
western ideas”, one of
them was that of live-in re-
lations. “It appears that the
police agencies are over-
burdened with investiga-
tion and the responsibility
of maintaining law and or-
der, hence, they hardly get
any time to redress the
grievance of the aggrieved,
but certainly this cannot
be a ground for denial, on
their part, to look into the
matter and decide the re-
presentation of such per-
sons by passing appro-
priate orders,” it said.

The court noted that
there is no separate legisla-
tion that lays down “provi-
sions” for live-in relations
or which provide legality
to the concept or that pro-
tect female partners and
children born out of these
relationships. Hence, the
appropriate legislation is
required to be brought in
by both the Centre and the
State, the court said.

3T Frefet 6T AT ST
e Asingle-judge Bench of Justice Anoop Kumar Dhand noted that there is a need to
frame a law to grant rights and impose obligations on couples in such relationships.

o TIAHfA T FAR 3 H TH-wArareher 95 7 wer fh T Faul A @ are
St 1 AFAFR &t 31X FTRERAT dN FA F AT TF Flofed T ITaRTH

gl

Form authority to
register live-in relations
till laws are passed: HC

FleleT ol db fea-ga
ok & oot + Bro
qIfhI0T §AIC: 15 HIC

On Wednesday, the
Rajasthan High Court
directed the State
government to consider
setting up an authority in
each district to register live-
in relationships until
appropriate legislation is
enacted to govern such
relationships.

o TUAR FI ISTEYTA §T§ FIE o T
WEHER 1 AGer f&ar & ag e orer
# T gifgEtor TR FE W
far &, 3t foa-gar waut &1
YSIIoT , I d o 39 dey A

e The law should also be competent enough to provide assistance to children and
female partners who may suffer in such relationships.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

o TE isfel TATCT WETH Gloll MU dTfeh WH Heell # Tl 3R Afgar wfdai =
T BT @ o fifza g §

o Justice Dhand’s order came while hearing a batch of petitions related to couples
facing threat and danger from their families and society for not accepting their
relationship.

o TARHSE U FT AU 3 AMAFIH R Fodls & SR 3T, ST SIS 3=
IRER 3R AT O aAdr 3R @A &1 THAT H g T TR 370 Red i
PR Jar fhar I=ar am|

e The court directed that the order be sent to the Chief Secretary, Principal Secretary
(Law and Justice) of the State Government, and the Union Social Justice
Secretary, with a compliance report due by March 1.

o 3eTerd & 3meer fean & Iy fAdwy gEw e, Us7 WER & yura @i
(A 3tk =) 3R Fdr oo = gRT & 3T a0, 3R AR 1dF
Freparere RAE gega #r S|
e Until a law is passed, the registering authority should be able to address and redress
grievances of such couples and children born out of such relationships.

o I T Fefel TG Foldl, A deh T YSiOT WIferhor 0 Sirst 31K 3o aear
& faFrdl #1 fFarer w7 wetA gl w@ifgul

e The court suggested launching a website to handle such grievances.

o 3fered o WE ARGl & HATU & [T TF JqWISE Ao el T GSAd
feami

Conflicting opinions

e AR

e The court discussed whether couples in live-in relationships, where one partner is
still married, are entitled to legal protection.

o 3ETold & =T i R Far 0@ Ra-aa e, S v arelY g ¥ RafRa §,
FIefeAl WI&TOT & T § AT 74|
o Due to diverse judicial opinions, the matter was referred to the Chief Justice, who
may place it before a special or larger Bench.

o R 7% #7al & FRuT, 35 AHe T S S ST 712, S 58
A a1 T dis & THET W@ THA ¢

e The court acknowledged that India is opening its doors to Western ideas, including
live-in relationships.

o 3MErad & AT fF IRd 9w ARt #Y v« w1 8, S9d - gaut fr
srqurom ofr anfAer g1

e Police agencies are overburdened with investigations and law enforcement, making it
difficult to address such grievances, but this cannot be a reason to deny justice.
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o Yforw woiflai vgel ¥ & ot iR FeET sgaeAr A <uEd &, foww o Riwrrar
P STAT FiST 8 T §, AfheT Tg 7T ¥ SAFR FIA FT FROT 74T &

HehdT|

o The court noted that no separate legislation exists for live-in relationships, their legal
status, or the protection of female partners and children.

o 3fcTed & el fr forg-ger gaut & fow 1§ 3rerer FfaT 781 §, 7 & 3Th
Frelel Rufa a6 919 &, AR 7 & Afeer @A SR o=t f gEw s Qv
P YU B

o Therefore, both the Centre and State must introduce appropriate legislation.

o 3O, &g 3R T WFR I 3T FTefet =1 HGTF B

_w,

les ﬁaper_lﬁéésfér Management |
Deaths after the surge
The Kumbh stampede could have been
avoided with better measures

he stampede at the Maha Kumbh in

I Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh — the third such
incident in recent months — confirms In-

dia’s dubious distinction of having the most num-
ber of deaths during religious gatherings. While
the day’s developments have not yielded conclu-
sive reasons for the stampede that happened in
the early hours of January 29, initial investiga-
tions suggest an uncontrolled surge of devotees
at the bathing ghats. The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment had estimated that a hundred million peo-
ple would have their holy dips on Mauni Amava-
sya, an auspicious occasion which fell on January

29. According to government estimates, more
than a third of those who were expected had per-
formed the ritual early — 36 million people by 10
a.m. — despite temporary closures of the roads
leading to Prayagraj after the stampede. This
measure of regulating traffic into the city could
have been proactively implemented, ensuring a
steady and manageable stream of devotees, as
the government was well aware of a surge in
numbers. The focus, unsurprisingly, is again on
the lack of crowd management and the prioritisa-
tion of VIP visitors over the common man.

What has been even more alarming was the
State government’s delay in formally announcing
the fatalities and those injured — 30 dead and ov-
er 60 injured — deviating from established proto-
cols of transparency during disasters. It is remi-
niscent of the opacity of Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath and his government after the wides-
pread deaths during the second COVID-19 wave
in March 2021, the scale of which was evident la-
ter when horrific images of bodies floating in the
Ganga emerged. This is the sixth stampede in one
of the Kumbhs in the past 70 years, an event that
takes place every three years at one of four holy
sites for Hindus, at Prayagraj, Haridwar, Nashik
and Ujjain. While the reasons for each stampede
have been different, they still point to either a
lack of fire safety, crowd mismanagement and
VIPs disruptions, or creaking infrastructure.
They also indicate a post-facto treatment of the
cause and a disregard for holistic planning. The
State government has been most innovative in
managing the 45-day-long Maha Kumbh, with ae-
rial surveillance and a tracking of mobile move-
ments to monitor people. It is also an unprece-
dented achievement to even attempt to handle a
population, although transitionary, that is twice
that of Uttar Pradesh’s, between January 13 and
February 26 when the Maha Kumbh ends. The
Hindu had reported on the arrangements for the
65 kilometre temporary district around the Trive-
ni Sangam, but the confluence itself is only about
a kilometre in diameter, requiring constant vigil
and steady crowd management.

Deaths after the surge

iz & Fror g8 Ald

The stampede at the Maha Kumbh in Prayagraj, Uttar
Pradesh—the third such incident in recent months—
confirms India's dubious distinction of having the most
number of deaths during religious gatherings.

3 YA F TINRIST H #AgHsr & R seregs—si grel o A=A &
et U TeAT §—8 Y el § T $IRA e et ¥ SR
o A Al arem qer g

e The incident took place in the early hours of January 29, and initial
investigations suggest that it was caused by an uncontrolled surge of
devotees at the bathing ghats.

TE T 20 At B FAE F YEIAT Gl A g5, 3R IRfHAE S A
Tl TR & I T arel W sieurest A wfAEfd sfis F FRoT g3
e The Uttar Pradesh government estimated that 100 million people
would participate in the holy dip on Mauni Amavasya (January 29).

3T A WIHR & HJATT ST A7 o 100 fAfATer (10 F13) @er \tlr
IHATTEAT (29 FAa) & &7 gfaT T HET

e By 10 a.m., 36 million devotees had already taken the ritual dip, despite
the temporary closure of roads leading to Prayagraj after the stampede.
e 10 T T, 3.6 FUT AGUTS Teol & &Il I Tob ¥, §IGs F aIg

YARRIS S aTell WSl 1 IEARA &9 F 9 Fv o F am&sg|

e Traffic regulations could have been implemented earlier to ensure a
steady and manageable stream of devotees, as the government was
aware of the potential surge.
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¢fhe Tr=or ggel @ @] foRar ST FehdT U1 ik sreemast A sfis A fifya sk
vt fRam o @&, Fifh TWHR A FIfad g 1 3iers o)

e The focus is again on poor crowd management and the prioritization of VIP visitors
over common devotees.

6T & et afiy yauer it Fwlt 3R g amergEt w3 gt & AfAw
Y fASdr & T ST T &

e The State government's delay in formally announcing the number of fatalities (30
dead) and injured (over 60) is concerning.

T FFR @R &8 @ sitgaife &7 @ Fgawi (30 #r #la) ik awat (60 & faF)
$r gear aifa F=r [Rdes gl

e This lack of transparency reminds of Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath's government's
handling of the second COVID-19 wave in March 2021, when images of bodies
floating in the Ganga surfaced.

Ig IRERIAT T Felt AR 2021 F g@ld COVID-19 TeX & el FEgws At
HRIAATT THR F WA i g oA §, ST aam & RS eral i aw&@l g 1S

o

e This is the sixth stampede in Kumbh in the past 70 years; the event occurs every
three years at one of four Hindu holy sites: Prayagraj, Haridwar, Nashik, and Ujjain.

Roa 70 a5t & For & I7 & HG3 ¥, Ig IS X T Wl H v IR IR g
e —vamRT, gRear, aifds 3R 3t 7 giar 2l

o Stampedes at Kumbh are often caused by lack of fire safety, crowd mismanagement,
VIP movement disruptions, and weak infrastructure.

S H HIGs MAAR W AT GRaw At w4, ofig gawer v RAeperan, dismdd
afafaftt # sgaurr ik FHAR g e & FRoT B §

o Post-facto handling of disasters instead of proactive planning continues to be a
major problem.

eIt & a1g r wfafkar # gaaqd Aeer @ 3fUE wAfAEar & S &, S '
YAE FAEAT N §F &

e The State government has used aerial surveillance and mobile tracking to manage
the 45-day-long Maha Kumbh.

T TR A gars ferredt 3R Aarger ST 1 39Aer 45-Rer & @ aAgrher 1
T &= & fow Far &

e Managing a temporary population twice that of Uttar Pradesh between January 13
and February 26 is a significant challenge.

13 STt & 26 T & o 3 TG T AN IFEURN FAHEar B FAADT e
T a1 Al B

e Despite preparations, the Triveni Sangam's one-kilometer-wide confluence requires
constant monitoring and crowd control.
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daREt & araeg, Bvi We F1 Faa wF Py glst W 8 dear AR
3 itz A= fr 3maTSHar @ar B

Broken promises in a warming world

[GS Paper llI: Climate Change |

here can be no doubt that U.S.
President Trump’s decision to pull the
United States out of the Paris
Agreement, which will legally come
into effect in a year, is a major blow to global
efforts to combat the threat posed by
anthropogenic global warming. The U.S., the
world’s richest nation, owning a third of the
world’s wealth, and with the highest annual gross
domestic product, is singularly responsible for
global warming, having contributed well over a
fifth of the cumulative emissions of carbon
dioxide, from the pre-industrial era to date.
Under the principles and terms of the United
Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCCQ), to which the U.S. is a signatory, it is
also supposed to take the lead in climate action
while providing the financial and technological
means to developing countries to do the same.

By any reckoning, climate action by the U.S.
has always fallen well short of its responsibility
under the global climate regime, irrespective of
the dispensation in Washington DC. Its emissions
steadily rose from 1992 to 2005, while its political
class consistently swung away from serious
efforts, resulting in the U.S. Congress, through a
bipartisan consensus, keeping the country out of
the Kyoto Protocol. Since then, its emissions have
declined, though at a rate that is much slower
than what it owes the world. The eventual move
away from legally binding commitments on
developed countries, as in the Kyoto Protocol, to
voluntary contributions pledged by all countries
in the Paris Agreement, with the pious hope of
increasing ambition as time went by, was solely to
accommodate the constraints of U.S. domestic
politics which would not allow ratification of any
binding emissions reduction commitment.
Initiated at Copenhagen in 2009 and
consolidated at Paris, six years later, this move
was Barack Obama’s legacy.

After the Trump victory, much is being made
of the Biden administration’s efforts at climate
action. The U.S. became the world’s highest
producer of crude oil under the Biden
administration. The paltry target of $300 billion
annually as climate finance, from COP29 at Baku,
was the outcome of the joint obduracy of the U.S.
and its developed country allies. Biden’s swan
song, the updated nationally determined
contribution submitted in December 2004,
offered to reduce emissions by only 60% below
2005 levels by 2035, perpetuating the continued
appropriation by the U.S. of a vastly
disproportionate part of the global carbon
budget. This does not represent any higher
“ambition” as understood in the Paris
Agreement, despite the U.S. hectoring the
developing countries at the Dubai and Baku
climate summits on the need for enhanced
mitigation targets for all.
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Developing
countries, in
the face of the
US’s
withdrawal
from the Paris
Agreement,
need a
calibrated
strategy that
must not fall
prey to the
illusion that
they can make
up the huge
gap created by
America’s stand

The Trump withdrawal from the Paris accord
fits well within the frustrating pattern of weak
commitments and weaker climate action,
accompanied by aggressive intervention in
multilateral platforms, under Democratic
presidencies, followed by the spurning or
withdrawal from even these commitments under
Republican incumbents. In the event, other
countries, notably the large emerging economies,
are left with increasing burdens and
commitments for climate mitigation. For the bulk
of the developing world this has meant the
withdrawal of aid and assistance, and even loans,
for development and industrialisation, and
enhanced energy use to meet basic human
development needs. They are sought to be forced
into early de-carbonisation that perpetuates
global inequalities and deprivation, including
rising risk of hunger and food insecurity.

Action and reaction

The reactions to the U.S.s withdrawal from
climate diplomats, national spokespersons, and
the media in general, have been a mixed bag of
resignation and bravado. The Secretary of the
UNFCCC, Simon Stiell, and many others have
suggested that it is the U.S. that will miss out on
the sterling investment opportunities for private
capital that green transitions now provide. If
anything, this is a mark of the enduring success
of the American contribution to climate discourse
- that markets are the best route to deliver climate
change mitigation. By this logic, all that the rich
countries’ governments need to do is to provide
signals to the private sector that will release the
power of global capital, who will then innovate
and invest to achieve the commitments to
emissions reduction. The record shows however,
that this logic leads to both underwhelming
commitments to actions and the failure to
achieve even these as promised.

The fact that over 80% of primary energy use
in the U.S. and over 70% of it in the European
Union still comes from fossil fuels, 33 years after
the UNFCCC was signed, is testament to the
failure of markets as the golden bullet to solve the
climate crisis. Developed and developing
countries’ commitments fundamentally differ in
the relatively large role that a public sector plays
in the latter’s economies. This provides a
measure of accountability to their commitments
that those of the global North lack.

Academia and civil society in the global North
have also been complicit in promoting the
illusion that, despite national withdrawal, action
by sub-national governments, corporations and
local communities could substitute. Indeed, as a
University of Colorado Law School paper,
published in 2024, notes, the number of states
moving to anti-regulatory or “emissions inaction”
policies or at best marginal policies is much
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larger than those with active emissions reduction
strategies. At the level of local communities, the
paper notes that those with emission regulations
are mere outliers with a huge majority having
emissions inaction strategies. Without even the
weak carrot and stick policies of an Inflation
Reduction Act, action is much less likely to flow
from actors traditionally unwilling to take the
initiative.

The extent of this complicity of climate
academia is demonstrated by the lack of any
serious discussion of climate denialism in the U.S.
within the context of global climate governance in
the successive reports of the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), including the
first Trump activated withdrawal, which occurred
during the period when the bulk of the Sixth
Assessment Report was prepared.

Advice for developing countries

Developing countries, in the face of the U.S.
withdrawal, need a calibrated strategy that must
not fall prey to the illusion that they can make up
the huge gap created by this withdrawal. Nor
should it be forgotten that the reaction of other
developed countries is likely to be more of
rhetoric than substance. It may be recalled that
the details of the implementation of the Paris
agreement were finalised during the first Trump
presidency, when the U.S. and other Northern
negotiators actively colluded in transferring an
increasing part of the burden of climate action on
to the global South. The second Trump
administration too may not walk out of the
negotiations and remain to insist on increased
commitments by the global South or at least
collude in such calls. Indeed, with outstanding
irony, the executive order initiating the
withdrawal still refers to the global climate
leadership of the United States.

It is equally bravado to call on developing
countries to respond to the U.S.'s move by
abandoning multilateralism in the climate arena.
Adherence to multilateralism is not genuflection
to a moral principle but necessitated by the
inherent and irreducibly global nature of the
global warming challenge. India, as indeed the
rest of the global South, must hold its course on
climate action, but also prepare for the future
with increased attention to urgently bridging
development deficits and far greater emphasis on
adaptation than seen so far.

In the ultimate analysis, global climate action
that is just, equitable and effective requires
political will. The future of climate action and the
safety of humanity requires concerted political
action by all other nations to bring the U.S. back
to the path of reason and the path of meaningful
international cooperation.

The views expressed are personal
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Broken promises in a warming world
I gt gforar # g2 ge A
9

U.S. President Trump’s decision to pull the United States out of the
Paris Agreement will legally come into effect in a year.

AR wegufy €7 & e & FROT GYFF TeT AT F WA
Al & Y AwTes Fr 9fFaT TE ¥ 7 FEE T @ gHE 8
SITEafY|

e The U.S., the world’s richest nation, owning a third of the world’s wealth, is
singularly responsible for global warming, having contributed well over a fifth of
cumulative carbon dioxide emissions from the pre-industrial era to date.

TgFa U AR, St gfear #1 ged Ak g 7 3k ARew wufr w1 wE-faes
#eT T@ar ¢, dRaw amoEe gefr S v ww w9 8 R ¢ F=ifE sae
i Fifa & 3@ aF ARTF FE-T SHIATFARFS Ie@oia w1 Iigal AT & 30w

ApererT e §

e Under the UNFCCC, the U.S. is supposed to lead climate action while providing
financial and technological support to developing countries.

UIFT TS Faarg qRader haaad (UNFCCC) & dgd, HIFT Tod AN 1 Sierary
FNATE FT Aqged F1 AT 3R RAFrmrefier ot 7 RAefr va aa=iidr gerar ye= Fe

o

o Despite its commitments, U.S. emissions rose steadily from 1992 to 2005, and its
political class consistently avoided serious efforts to curb emissions.

IARST & Ic¥oial 1992 F 2005 & &g TOMAR 9, 3R 3ANAT Teiifas aof o MR
TIET & T99 R

e The U.S. Congress, through bipartisan consensus, kept the country out of the
Kyoto Protocol.

AN FAW A gfagelr wgafa & ar Fr FAEY deHla § IR @
o After 2005, U.S. emissions declined but at a much slower rate than required under its
global climate responsibilities.

2005 % @ ARG FT 3w FA §IT, Afehed ARTF oy TFAaREt & IqaR
ugagt—r%ﬂwﬁﬂﬁ#aal

e The shift from legally binding commitments in the Kyoto Protocol to voluntary
contributions under the Paris Agreement was made primarily to accommodate U.S.
domestic politics.

FA NSHir HY FEEAT T F aegFRr gfaaquanst @ Ry aasta § W@fes
ARTET HT 3R ded AT T A FARPT €] TSl & 36787 fhar |
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o This shift was initiated at Copenhagen in 2009 and finalized at Paris in 2015, forming
Barack Obama’s climate legacy.

wmﬁﬁaym2oogﬁmﬁ§§ﬁ¢2015ﬁﬁﬁvﬁsﬁaﬂﬁwmm
I, TS IE a0 HEET A Seaary fawd 5o S|

o Despite the Biden administration’s climate efforts, the U.S. became the world’s
highest producer of crude oil.

AEST T & STarg T F qMaeg, FIFd AT HARFT gfaar F1 wad 737

FTY dd 3cUGd o AT
e The climate finance target of $300 billion annually at COP29 in Baku was a result of
U.S. and developed nations’ resistance.

Jaky ¥ COP29 &R wraee & aiffe Sraary faw 1 @rawr $300 faferer ar, s

TgFd T AN IR I RFa St F AR & wRo1 &9 G fhar o)

e In December 2024, the updated U.S. nationally determined contribution (NDC)
pledged to reduce emissions by only 60% below 2005 levels by 2035.

fedaT 2024 #, 3ARET & IgFaw T T W AURE A= (NDC) & 2035 a&
2005 & FAX ¥ had 60% 3cHolel Heldl ST arer Bham|

e This fails to represent higher ambition as per the Paris Agreement, even as the U.S.
pressures developing nations to enhance their climate mitigation targets.

7% IR FHFHI F ITAR 35T AgcATHIET FY TGRId 7g1 T, Sdfh FIFT Tod
AR RFmede g W Faarg awa @adt Ft 9 FT g4 ST W@

e Trump’s withdrawal from the Paris Agreement aligns with the U.S. pattern of weak
commitments under Democrats, followed by Republican-led withdrawals.

T ganT IRT FASl ¥ 9 @ 1 Aviw 3RS H FASR yfaeguanit F ded
& 3ITRT ¢, o8 SACH & Aded A FwR R Ser § 3R Rufeass w@R am
W @i # = s 2

e This results in increased climate burden on large emerging economies, while most
developing nations face withdrawal of aid and assistance for industrialization and
energy expansion.

mmwgmﬁmmﬁwmmﬁme
I, ST srftreier Rsmadier geif # silgghfistor st ot REar & @e ggmar
iR faefwr worder @ afa fRar amm

o Developing countries are forced into early decarbonization, worsening global
inequalities, hunger, and food insecurity.

Reraefier ot A wRfAF S-FEfamer F v aoqy fFar =, G dfes
AT, @ IR WET I[N H AN §¢ TS|

Action and Reaction

yfafear st afafear
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e The reactions to the U.S.’s withdrawal from climate agreements have been mixed,
ranging from resignation to bravado.

Srerarg wRsital @ IFARFT A aredt W A-Se yfafshart s § e TR @
o AEfASF grd ds enfAe gl

e UNFCCC Secretary Simon Stiell and others argue that the U.S. will miss out on
green investment opportunities.

UNFCCC & ¥fRq WA e 3R 377 &7 d ¢ & 3rRar eRa e & 3w
¥ Ifea 1§ seem|

e The U.S. approach assumes that markets alone can drive climate mitigation through
private investment.

IARFT F1 TREHIOT Ig AT § 6 FTorag THT el SR AR foAsl Faer &

ATETH | HAT gl

o Historical data shows that this market-driven approach leads to weak commitments
and failure to meet climate goals.

¥aerfe 3T d gar T dr § 6 I8 SeR-3muiRa Tfteshior FReR yfdeqansit ik

Sdary d&dt F ued F A RAeerar H 3R o S g

o Even after 33 years of the UNFCCC (1992-2025), over 80% of the U.S. energy use
and 70% of the EU’s energy use still comes from fossil fuels.

UNFCCC & 33 9§t (1992-2025) & a1 $ft, 3rAReR T 80% Fait 3K Ui e
70% FaAT 379 o Shared Se=t & 37T 8

o Developing countries rely more on public sector involvement, which ensures greater
accountability in climate commitments.

faerrarelier e wrdetfas & #r defledl ) 3w @R gid €, S Srerary gfdagerant
# s Sameed gAfRad war 8

o Academia and civil society in the Global North have falsely promoted the idea that
sub-national efforts can compensate for national withdrawal.

dRTF 3 F Ranfael ik arfe Faer 3 I8 99 harr § & suey @Rl ik
ST & T T TR W ES T T sRAE R Fhd &

e A University of Colorado Law School paper (2024) reveals that most U.S. states are
adopting anti-regulatory or weak emissions policies rather than proactive climate
action.

FIARTS A TheT F 2024 & MUTA & 3FAR, HHRN ARG Ao ffagama-faedh
A FAAN Iedoiel AMfadt 39T 7 El

o Local-level climate regulations in the U.S. remain exceptions, with a majority following
"emissions inaction" strategies.

IANET H TUHET TR waaagﬁwmaﬁg&aﬁaﬁaﬁruﬁﬁ
AT " Scaera AfSwaar i 2

e Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) reports have largely ignored
discussions on U.S. climate denialism, including during the first Trump withdrawal.
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Advice for Developing Countries

fawraefe aaf & fow gog
o Developing nations must not fall for the illusion that they can compensate for the U.S.
withdrawal.
i At A 3@ 97 F A8 gsar AT F I 3ANFT i I Fr s F
aFa &

e Other developed nations may show rhetorical support, but their actual commitments
will likely remain limited.

3 RFRAT 7 TSI T Tohd g, Afchel 3oAhT IEATAP Ifadeydid TfAd &
el

e During Trump’s first presidency, the Paris Agreement’s implementation was shaped
in a way that shifted more climate burden onto the Global South.

T & ggo Iegufa i H, IRE FHSlG 1 37 i o T = & sfee e
3R gfaror W s T T

e Asecond Trump administration might not exit climate negotiations but will likely push
for increased commitments from developing nations.

GO € YA & NIl AR STeary arci3i & S1eY o gla fasrweler qat @
3w wfdaguanst 1 ga@ s @Far §

e lronically, the U.S. withdrawal executive order still refers to America’s "global climate
leadership".

fasee 75 ¢ o AR arawt F1 FrAFE 3meer 3nd off 3ARer #1 " ARgF Srearg
Aqgeadar I gl

o Developing nations must not abandon multilateralism, as climate change is an
inherently global issue.

fraeher gt # sggehar 7€ s TfRe, FAfF sTeay Rada A7 ¥ & &
dRaF waEa

¢ India and the Global South must continue their climate action while prioritizing
development needs and adaptation strategies.

#Ra AR ARTF AT A I STorarg FaS S T@er wfgr R Ay & Rew
JTaRTFHar3t AR AeTgerer At A grafAsar el wfgul

o Political will remains the key to ensuring just, equitable, and effective global climate
action.

Toreiifas seomfad & ~rwrd, gaaees AR g ARas SToarg wrars
grARET el HT FHofl &

e The global community must work together to bring the U.S. back to meaningful
international cooperation.
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The copyright conundrum in Carnatic music

[GS Paper lil: Copyright

uring the recent
Margazhi season or
music season in
Chennai, rasikas
(connoisseurs) hopped from
concert to concert. While tuning
into the music, they also had to
keep in mind copyright law as the
sabhas (performance venues)
forbade them from unauthorised
recording. Copyright law has
seldom been at the forefront of
discussion in the Carnatic music
sphere as there is a general belief
that copyright law does not apply
to it. We need to revisit this view.
In Indian Performing Right
Society Ltd. v. Eastern Indian
Motion Pictures Association (1977),
Justice V.R. Krishna Iyer asked
whether music meant only the
composition of a piece or
extended to the soulful tune,
voice, and rendering of the piece.
This remains unanswered in
Parliament. Apart from being a
metaphysical question, what is
music is also a legal question.

The idea of music

Copyright law across the world
defines music as a melody, i.e., a
composition which is reduced to
print. The idea that music is only a
composition stems from a western
classical understanding of music.
The lawmakers of the Indian
Copyright Act, 1914, failed to
understand Indian music before
enacting the law. The same
colonial understanding followed
even in the legislation enacted in
1957. This excludes several unique
factors of Indian classical music
from the realm of copyright law. It
is pertinent to ask: should law
follow music or should music
follow the law?

A song is born after the
synchronised efforts of a
composer, lyricist, singers, and
other performers. The composer
and the lyricist get protection over
their respective creations for their
lifetime and then 60 more years.
When a song is recorded onto a
medium, there is a separate right
over the recording. Called
‘mechanical right’, this is granted
to the one who records the song,
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Musicians
should have the
right to own
their soulful
additions to a
song and also to
commercially
exploit their
performance

for 60 years, to commercially
exploit it.

Performers’ right enables the
singer and other musicians to
forbid anyone from recording the
song. Further, the law enables the
performer to be eligible to claim
royalty from the streaming of their
performances or the sale of their
music. Though this right is
available to the singer and the
accompanists theoretically, they
do not enjoy the same in its true
sense, in a concert space. It is only
in prominent sabhas that
video/audio recording of the
performance is prohibited; this is
not a norm everywhere. Several
performances of notable singers
are posted by third parties on
YouTube and Spotify, which is a
violation of the Copyright Act and
robs the musicians of the chances
to monetise their rendering. Any
recording that is done without
consent is a violation of the
performers’ right; it is even a
violation if the sabha does this
without the informed consent of
the performers. The licence
regime within a Carnatic concert is
complex even for music that is in
the copyright domain.

Since most of the songs that are
performed are in the public
domain, the form of music has
also remained outside the realm of
copyright. The works of Tyagaraja
Swami, Shyama Shastri,
Muddusvami Dikshitar, Purandara
Dasa, and Gopala Krishna
Bharathiar, for instance, are in the
public domain for anyone to
perform today, as they were all
created even before the inception
of the concept of copyright.
Whether the additions and
improvisations made by the
musicians also become a part of
the public domain along with the
song and whether a musician who
improvises a song has any right
over such improvisations remain
unanswered questions.

When any performer learns
these songs from their guru, they
inherit their guru’s imagination
packaged with the original
rendition. The learner also has the
scope to add their own touch to
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the song. They have their own
interpretation and perform the
song with improvisations which
may not have been a part of the
original composition. They may
even sing the same song in a
different raga from what was
originally envisioned. For
instance, several songs of Gopala
Krishna Bharathi are today not
sung in the ragas that Bharathi had
composed. Does the musical
imagination to interpret the song
in a different raga become
“creativity” under copyright?

Changing the law

The improvisation made by a
performer on a stage could be
spontaneous and it could be a
response to the interest displayed
by the audience. The choice of
accompanying music could also
result in an altogether different
version of the song. In several
cases, the performers themselves
may not be in a position to
replicate it exactly in the same
way for the second time. The
improvisation made by the
performer is neglected and there
is no scope to grant protection for
it under the Copyright Act.

While the compositions of
Purandara Dasa were
conventionally sung in ragas
associated with Carnatic music,
Pandit Bhimsen Joshi took it upon
himself to introduce the wide
collection of Purandara Dasa’s
compositions to a myriad variety
of Hindustani ragas. The song
Eppo Varuvaro cannot be
imagined without the soulful
touch of Madurai Mani Iyer; he has
inspired generations of singers to
perform the song in a particular
way. Does he not own his unique
additions? It remains unprotected
under the copyright laws.

Musicians should have the right
to own their soulful additions to a
song and also to commercially
exploit their performance. The
flow of royalty from streaming
should be strengthened.
Currently, music follows the law.
Should the law not be changed to
protect the rights of Carnatic
musicians in letter and spirit?
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The Copyright Conundrum in Carnatic Music
Felfed FIMNT A FrIRSE H gell

During the recent Margazhi season or music season in Chennai,
rasikas (connoisseurs) hopped from concert to concert.

g & # Fth Aot A dewrd & WA o & gk, W (WA
ol wE Feat & gy Fhewt F o @

While tuning into the music, they also had to keep in mind copyright law as the sabhas
(performance venues) forbade them from unauthorised recording.

TN FoAd FHY, 376 PIARTFE FhofeT 1 Y €T T@AT 937, Fhifh Femmait (waeier
'F%I?ﬂ')?faﬁlﬁﬁﬂ' RifEr X A s A

Copyright law has seldom been at the forefront of discussion in the Carnatic music
sphere as there is a general belief that copyright law does not apply to it.

Feifed WIMa AT # FHARSE FefeT W AAg & F3ft 7= gt 7, FifF 3mAcak W
qg AW ST & 6§60 W FIIRIEE FIefed 9] @1 el

We need to revisit this view.

& 50 TRERTT B T W@ N @RISR &

The Idea of Music

a6 TUROT

In Indian Performing Right Society Ltd. v. Eastern Indian Motion Pictures
Association (1977), Justice V.R. Krishna lyer asked whether music meant only the
composition of a piece or extended to the soulful tune, voice, and rendering of the piece.

33U Wit Wse EEd s a9 $reed si3ua At e rafRvea
(1977) #, FarIAfd d.AR. FST ITAX A YOT Toh FAT Hlld Shael FAIAAT (TTT) dF
Wffa 8, a1 58 el 4, Imarer 3R yeqfa o anfaer &)

This remains unanswered in Parliament.

g 9T 3T o wHE # HJaia B

Apart from being a metaphysical question, what is music is also a legal question.
g o Faol qrifAE WeeT &, Ifcw Fhfar Teet o B

Copyright law across the world defines music as a melody, i.e., a compaosition
which is reduced to print.

gfear a1 # FdRTEe Feg T T welle e (AAE) F w9 F ofRenRa Fwar §,
It T Y e O R ® & oo R = @l
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e The idea that music is only a composition stems from a Western classical
understanding of music.

agﬁmﬁ:ﬁ?ﬁamwm%,qﬁwﬁammﬁaﬁmﬁmgm%l

e The lawmakers of the Indian Copyright Act, 1914, failed to understand Indian music
before enacting the law.

HRAT FidRse FfAfaas, 1914 & fAURIHT o 38 FeeT I AR e § Tgel AR
T T HE G TEr FHSAT
e The same colonial understanding followed even in the legislation enacted in 1957.

1957 # ATC AT Flefet 7 N T tufafde efewor srvamar

e This excludes several unique factors of Indian classical music from the realm of
copyright law.

Y ARAT AENT WS & FF e[S Tg FIINISE FhfeT & GRR ¥ a16T 81 7|
e Should law follow music or should music follow the law?
FIT FToleT P WIANT FT AT FIAT AMRT AT HIHA FY FToed F1?

A Song and Its Rights
& A IR 39F FRER

e A songis born after the synchronised efforts of a composer, lyricist, singers, and
other performers.

vF M TR, MaFR, MAF A 3T FASRT & TFT TR F oA AT 2

e The composer and the lyricist get protection over their respective creations for their
lifetime and then 60 more years.

FMaFR AR MawR A 305 HAf @ shaar a1 ik B 60 3 awt aF gram Hadh
gl

e When a song is recorded onto a medium, there is a separate right over the recording
called ‘mechanical right’, which lasts for 60 years.

S Ry T & RFifET Aregw & gof FAT a1 §, O 3§ W U A9 AR gar
g, o0 ‘AFfAsa g Fgr I1ar g, 3R T8 60 ant dF AT @41 B

o Performers’ right enables the singer and other musicians to forbid anyone from
recording the song.

WHIHA TEe MaF AR 37 Fahasrt # e sgafa Bl # off fa Res &= @
Ul 7 SR T gl

e The law also enables the performer to claim royalty from streaming or sales of their
music.

FIeleT FATHRT F 3T W FART AT W & WIS IIed XA 1 AHSHR Sl g
e However, in a concert space, performers do not fully enjoy this right.
glelifeh, PleAe & AR H, HThN SH SR T QAT AT ¢l 30T UId|

e Several performances of notable singers are posted on YouTube and Spotify by third
parties, which violates the Copyright Act.
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wfgy IS & F$ Ja YouTube 3T Spotify W o waif garr srel S §, S
FraREe ARHAIH FT seawaT B

The Question of Improvisation
{ellcAS dqelld hl YT

Since most of the songs performed are in the public domain, the form of music has
also remained outside the realm of copyright.

i e yefitia i adefas s 7 § safav @fid &1 Fawa i FrdRme &
gAY ¥ «EY W@

The works of Tyagaraja Swami, Shyama Shastri, Muddusvami Dikshitar, Purandara
Dasa, and Gopala Krishna Bharathiar are in the public domain.

ANRIST AT, RATAT AN, FYFarAT AR, [WeX g 3R INare F9or sfaan &
F gafa® AT 7 g

Does a musician who improvises a song have any right over such improvisations?
1 fFdt WefladR G@rT fFe 1T TEaeR® Jedr W 3AH FS AOFR 52

For instance, several songs of Gopala Krishna Bharathi are today not sung in the
original ragas he composed them in.

3CTEX0T o AT, airarer For st F F§ M ST 37k canT iR Fqer i & g
IMT ST |

Does the musical imagination to interpret a song in a different raga become
“creativity” under copyright?

F1 el afte T 3rerer Wwor F yeqgd FA B WA Fedo “THATCHBAT” ATl ST

Changing the Law

Fold H dqeTd AT HraRTHd

The improvisation made by a performer on stage could be spontaneous and a
response to the audience.

AT W FABR AR AT T [WACHS 96T Fqd:FFel & Gl ¢ AR I gl
#r gfafear o 3menRa g denar &

Musicians should have the right to own their soulful additions to a song.

FaPRT F 3% Mg # Fe v iy sgamEl W ARsER B okl

The royalty flow from streaming should be strengthened.

AT FART F wrod IASE F ASG A I Aol

Currently, music follows the law. Should the law not be changed to protect the
rights of Carnatic musicians?

TAAT H, Gl FTofeT T GTelel FIAT &1 FAT FlefeT B Fellied WIlaaRI & HfUFRY
& 38T & fAw @ qgen SaT afge?
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How can the Budget arrest growth decline?

How did the period from 2004 o 2011 have a consistent high growth rate accompanied by a reduction in absolute poverty? Does the nature of fiscal expenditure
also matter when it comes to private consumption? How would an increase in revenue expenditure, particularly in the social sector, help?

jobs as well as set a floor for rural wages.
This rise in rural wages pushed up wages
for casual unskilled workers. Investment

THE GIST

Prosperity then, slowdown now

Di
Rohit Azad

he Indian economy is going
through a rough patch as was
evident from the recently
released provisional estimates
of its Gross Domestic Product (GDP). The
underlying growth rate is lower than what
was expected and estimated by the
government earlier. What is surpr
that, as noted in the last Economic
Survey, this slowdown is despite the rising
capital expenditure in various budgets
under this regime. To understand the
current predicament of the government,
it may help to take a longue duree of the
Indian economy. In particular, we focus
on private consumption since that is the
ultimate driver of the domestic market.

We divide the post reform period into
three parts — 19912004, 2004-2011, and
2011-2023. The period from 2004 to 2011
stands out as the one with sustained high
growth rate accompanied by a reduction
in absolute poverty. This period also saw
some revival in state interventions in
welfare through rights-based legislations
as well as new national schemes.

In contrast, the most recent period
starting from around 2012, but especially
since 2019, has seen a slowdown in
growth rates with the current concerns in
the Indian economy being related to
sluggish private consumption as well as
private investment. This period also saw
some major shocks to the economy
including demonetisation, the
introduction of the Goods and Services
Tax (GST), and the lockdowns during the
COVID-19 pandemic. Chart 1 shows the
rate of growth of GDP and private
consumption over these three periods;
and we get inverted U-shaped growth
curves in both.

‘What explains the high growth then
and the slowdown now?

Something unique happened during the
high growth phase of 2004-2011. While
income and wealth inequality were rising
for over a decade, this is the only phase in
the post-reform period when the share of
consumption (out of the total private
consumption demand) of the richest 20%,
after having risen since 1990, fell
significantly. This means that the
consumption of the bottom 80% was
rising at a faster pace than the richest
20%. But how was this possible when the
growth of income was the opposite?

We believe that state policy played a
key role in this unique compaosition of
consumption demand. It is not just the
amount of fiscal expenditure that matters
hut its nature as well. Those at the lower
end of the income spectrum have a higher
propensity to consume as compared to
the richest. If state spending tilts in favour
of the working class, the income and
employment multiplier effects of such
spending would be much larger.

To understand this point, let us
consider a hypothetical scenario where
the government has a choice of spending
100 on (A) capital expenditure in
commissioning a large scale dam/nuclear
project or (B) providing it as National
Rural Employment Guarantee Act
(NREGA) wages or pension to the elderly.
Let us, for simplicity, assume all wages
are consumed and all profits saved.

Under choice A, only a part of the 2100
is received as wages, which increases
workers' consumption demand by that
amount. This increase in demand, say on
food and clothes, generates income for
those employed in producing these
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We divide the post reform period into three parts — 1991-2004, 2004-2011, and 2011-2023. The
period from 2004 to 2011 stands out as the one with sustained high growth rate. This pericd also
saw some revival in state interventions in welfare through rights-based legislations as well as new

national schemes

Chart 1: The growth of GDP and consumption since 1991
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Chart 2: Social sector and development expenditures
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Chart 3: Growth in consumption during 2004-2011
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Chart 4: The NDA government's changing priorities
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Source: Data from CEIC, Union Budget documents have been used 1o derfve macroeconomic trends,
and theIndia Human Development Survey (IHDS} for household level analysis

commaodities and this process, what
economists call as multiplier effect, goes
on. In contrast, under choice B, the entire
F100 is received as wages which leads to a
larger base on which the income and
employment multiplier works.
Additionally, in choice A, thereisa
likelihood of a greater leakage of demand
to the rest of the world in the form of
higher imports such a capital expenditure
may entail. Heavy machinery required for
adam or a nuclear reactor may have to be
imported whereas the import component
in choice B will likely be lower. So, the
domestic component of choice A’s

multiplier might be even lower than what
we have described above.

1f the state spends as income transfers
(whether in cash or kind) a certain
amount per worker at the lower end of
the income spectrum, this would add to
the demand for mass consumption goods.
A mere change in the composition of
government expenditure in favour of such
transfers, therefore, adds an exogenous
component to demand. Moreover, the
state played an additional role during this
period by introducing NREGA and fixing
its wages higher than the prevailing
market wages. This generated additional
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in agriculture and in rural areas in general
also increased during this period
contributing to rural incomes.

Chart 2 shows a sharp rise in the share
of social services expenditure as well as
development expenditures out of the total
expenditure of the Union government,
which exactly overlaps with the boom of
2004-2011, Developmental expenditure
includes expenditure on economic as well
as social services and therefore also
includes the spending on agriculture and
rural development, whereas social sector
expenditure only includes the direct
social sector spending such as education,
health and welfare programmes.

Not surprisingly, this change in the
nature of fiscal spending had a significant
impact on consumption, across different
categories of commodities, for the bottom
80% of the population (see Chart 3), It is
this rise in consumption of the bottom
80% (and this trend continues all the way
down to the lowest income group as well)
in comparison to the top 20% that
explains the fall in the latter’s share in
total consumption.

What has the government done so far
to arrest the current slowdown?
While the government has acknowledged
the slowdown and the lack of private
investment (for example, in the last
Economic Survey), its response has been
to focus on capital expenditure of the
kind mentioned in choice A as discussed
above (see Chart 4). This was done even
as the share of fiscal expendirure (asa
percentage of GDP) was falling. This
exclusive focus on capex was done with
the expectation that this would crowd-in
private investment but unfortunately the
corporate sector has not responded either
to this or to the tax cuts from 30% to 22%
in 2019,

It is nat surprising why private
investment has not picked up. Under
conditions of slowdown or lack of
demand, investment responds more to
the level of activity than to cost
considerations. If the existing factories
are not running to capacity, why would
the firms invest more even if they are
flush with funds (in the form of post-tax
profits) or have access to cheap credit? It
won't be an exaggeration to argue,
therefore, that an increase in capex,
especially of a capital-using variety, is
neither a necessary nor a sufficient
condition for revival of the economy.

What should be done instead?

An increase in revenue expenditure,
particularly in the social sector, would
result in a virtuous cycle of higher income
for the workers and therefore to a higher
income and employment multiplier,
which may kickstart private investment as
well. Capital expenditure too must be
focused on labour-intensive projects that
have a higher multiplier. The experience
of 2004-2011 is particularly telling in this
regard. What is required, therefore, is a
two pronged strategy — (a) fiscal
expenditure as a share of GDP has to rise
(b} and within that the share of revenue
expenditure needs to rise. In other words,
a complete reversal in the trend shown in
Chart 4.

It remains to be seen on February 1
whether the priority of the government is
to placate the markets by keeping such
expenses low or to improve the living
conditions of the working people of this
country to reverse the slowdown.

Dipa Sinha is an independent researcher
and Rohit Azad teaches economics at

Jawaharlal Nehru University

Something unique happened
during the high growth phase
of 2004-2011, While income
and wealth inequality were
rising for over a decade, thisis
the only phase in the
post-reform period when the
share of consumption of the
richest 20%, fell significantly.

-

These at the lower end of the
income spectrum have a higher
propensity to consume as
compared to the richest. If
state spending tilts in favour of
the working class, the income
and employment multiplier
effects of such spending would
be much larger.

-

An increase in revenue
expenditure, particularly in the
social sector, would resultin a
virtuous cycle of higher incame
for the workers and therefore
to a higher income and
employment multiplier,
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How can the Budget arrest growth decline?

9 Toic AP A REe # % FFHar 72

The Indian economy is currently facing a rough patch as indicated by
the provisional estimates of its GDP.

AR rdeTavyr gdaa & Hfoa Rufy # & a1 & s9F g oy

3cqiq

(GDP) & URfA& 3T & Haha fAaar g

The growth rate is lower than expected, despite the rising capital expenditure in
various budgets.

e X 3rdaTFa FH &, grelifeh [affed dotel # Yeiera @€ §¢ Y& &

To understand the current situation, it helps to look at the Indian economy's trajectory in
three periods:

gaa Bufa = gase & fOw, aRd rdcgaeyr & e afaat & amEr q@er

HEEIR g

o 1991-2004,

o 2004-2011,

o 2011-2023.
The period from 2004 to 2011 stands out for sustained high growth accompanied by a
reduction in absolute poverty.

2004 & 2011 1 37afer R 324 geftr & fov v @, fSad @y ander sl &
Fa ol 2T TS|

This period saw a revival in state interventions through rights-based legislations
and new national schemes.

wmﬁmmmwgmgm,wmmmaﬂtaéw
IoTelT3i & #ATETH F AT

In contrast, the period from 2012 onward has seen sluggish growth rates with
concerns about sluggish private consumption and private investment.

sa% faalid, 2012 & 3@ @& & 3O 7 el gy ¥ Er 5 &, ou s @ua

3k st PRy ) [&ar oA w8 ¥

Major shocks, including demonetisation, the introduction of GST, and COVID-19
lockdowns, affected the economy during this period.

$H AT H AlddY, GST &I Y3, 3R COVID-19 ATHST3A Sl ToH@ JTerdr o
rfegaear @ genfad fahar|

2004-2011 saw a unigue phase where the consumption of the bottom 80% of the
population grew faster than the top 20%, despite rising income and wealth
inequality.

2004-2011 # T FAEr fEufa <@ 718, 57e1 3 3R wufer & HAATAT d5o &
qTa9[g, e F faTe 80% FT 3T FIT F 20% F ol ¥ e
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State policies played a key role in this period, where fiscal expenditure was directed
towards the working class, which has a higher propensity to consume.

3 3afr & Uo7 AT F Fgcaqut iR s, Sel Uoreri @ &1 el adf
& AR R farar o, foerh @ it ygfr 3= gl

If state spending favors the working class, the income and employment multiplier
effects of such spending are much larger.

Ife Uod @ Ffer FoF & gaT & g B, W T % 3 3R AR qOF gera
aer 3fF g gl
A hypothetical scenario: If the government spends 100 on either capital expenditure

or on wages for the working class, the latter would generate larger consumption
demand.

T FHedfas TR I THR 2100 W A ¢, A8 98 Yeiera @ g1 a1 Frefier
T & faT ATy, O 91 F I @IT A AT 3T gl 5

Under capital expenditure, only a portion of 100 goes as wages, leading to a smaller
multiplier effect.

Yol @Y & dgd, 100 T haol Teh GEAT Holqyl & & & el g, forad arer
IO FHTE 3Tt gl &

Under wage distribution (e.g., through NREGA), the entire 100 is consumed, leading to
larger multiplier effects.

adel fIeROT & d8d (S NREGA & HTEI#H ), QU X100 @ud fRar ST &, foaa a8
IOTF YHTT 3cTeet Il ¢

This demonstrates that the nature of fiscal expenditure plays a significant role in
promoting private consumption.

Ig feardar § & uererr s it gefa s @aa &1 gerar ¢ 7 Agcaqut sfAe
[GEICI

Impact of Capital Expenditure and Revenue Expenditure

Mo @Y 3R GEllerad &9 F1 werre

In choice A, there is a likelihood of a greater leakage of demand to the rest of the world
in the form of higher imports such as capital expenditure may entail.

TqA A H, AT FT v q97 W gfawr & aehy el & amwa F w0 A @@ ;A
HHIGT &, St B geiora oo @ & ¥ g

Heavy machinery required for a dam or a nuclear reactor may have to be imported,
whereas the import component in choice B will likely be lower.

a1y A7 WA] ReFeR & v sl #fad w1 s #3 g3 whar ¢, Sefd a3 B
# 3 &1 REar @waa: FA Q|

So, the domestic component of choice A’'s multiplier might be even lower than what we
have described above.
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3T, TUT A F IUTEF F R BEAT are 36N it FA @ FEFAT ¢ ST gHA IW
afvta far &1

o |If the state spends as income transfers (whether in cash or kind) a certain amount per
worker at the lower end of the income spectrum, this would add to the demand for mass
consumption goods.

I TS 3T FEATEROT (A 7FhE A & AT T€G T H) F T A, 37 F o &R/
W ¥AF AfAF N v AfRaa R & wxar § @ 9% 99 wua aeqgat fr A &
SATHT FHLIM|

e A mere change in the composition of government expenditure in favour of such
transfers, therefore, adds an exogenous component to demand.
SUfAT, TIHR & T A AT § W §EAAIVT & Y87 H U HHY dGdrd, AT &

TS 9ET HEH ANSdT 2l
e Moreover, the state played an additional role during this period by introducing NREGA
and fixing its wages higher than the prevailing market wages.

su% AfaRea, T A 390 39 & gRiT NREGA Y anf fFam ik sa #oqd =t
AlSEr 96K Ay ¥ fw a7 fRam

e This generated additional jobs as well as set a floor for rural wages.
sau JfaRed AlRar scoet g8 A I Foel % AT o~y TR A
foram aram)

e This rise in rural wages pushed up wages for casual unskilled workers.
arfior Al A TE gefYr wEUrl spAe AfAH A Aegl Fr ol "gr fowm|

e Investment in agriculture and in rural areas in general also increased during this period
contributing to rural incomes.

FR 3t arior 8t F W @A o 5w el & ghe @or, R awefior s
T gl

e Chart 2 shows a sharp rise in the share of social services expenditure as well as
development expenditures out of the total expenditure of the Union government, which

exactly overlaps with the boom of 2004-2011.
o 2 H T WER F FA @9 § g Jant F @4 AR e g7 w1 e

fe@mar s §, S 2004-2011 & oI F WY [ aWE § AT @I g

o Developmental expenditure includes expenditure on economic as well as social services
and therefore also includes the spending on agriculture and rural development, whereas
social sector expenditure only includes the direct social sector spending such as
education, health, and welfare programmes.

Remcas @ & afds ik e danEt w @9 afde ar § 3k safevw sasd
F ik aehor Rem w & ot arfee ¢ safd aofos &9 @< & Fae e,
TR IR Feaor FRAFHAT ¥ AT GEneE OF & @9 afAd @ F

e Not surprisingly, this change in the nature of fiscal spending had a significant impact on
consumption, across different categories of commodities, for the bottom 80% of the
population.
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FHH FE IMTF A 7, TWEd @ A wFfa F 3@ Tqed F71 Sewedr F A
80% ¥ fav Rffesr A0t & woE i @9d W Ageaqer yaT 3Tl

e ltis this rise in consumption of the bottom 80% (and this trend continues all the way
down to the lowest income group as well) in comparison to the top 20% that explains the
fall in the latter’s share in total consumption.

I f=a 80% # wua # e (IR 77 vgfr we@ fawd I @9 g I & @)
ofré 20% #Hr Faar F 39F Fo @Iq REW F e F woemar g

Government Response to Arrest the Slowdown

#7 F Vet F T WeR 1 fafmar

e While the government has acknowledged the slowdown and the lack of private
investment, its response has been to focus on capital expenditure of the kind mentioned
in choice A as discussed above.

gIith AR o #/Y 3 s @aer i # A F v A § afra sadr gfaferar
I T U T T A S g @9 W e FRa w1 A @R

e This was done even as the share of fiscal expenditure (as a percentage of GDP) was
falling.
g a9 fFar a1 a9 ol @9 &1 Rear (GhEd & gfaeaa & &0 &) @I w@r an
e This exclusive focus on capex was done with the expectation that this would crowd-in

private investment but unfortunately the corporate sector has not responded either to
this or to the tax cuts from 30% to 22% in 2019.

30 Ty e & gEilerd &9 @) 39 3T & Wy R arr a1 R 3w fash e
P AHET FI, AfFaT gHTT § FARE &7 F o ar 37 A T & 2019F 30% &

22% d& $T Heldl FT a9 o

e Itis not surprising why private investment has not picked up. Under conditions of
slowdown or lack of demand, investment responds more to the level of activity than to
cost considerations.

Ig 1 IMTT Y a1d 7 T F @S @ gt 95 qr@am 75 g A7 f FH
feufaat &, fder amra RFERt & gaen & afafRfr & fav ® afts gfafear s
gl

o If the existing factories are not running to capacity, why would the firms invest more even
if they are flush with funds (in the form of post-tax profits) or have access to cheap
credit?

Iy wleer bfaeat g awrar & @€t g @ o Fufaat afts e w1 w60,
& 3% U U (FT a6 917 F T H) @ AT GE K0T B GEA 82
e It won’t be an exaggeration to argue, therefore, that an increase in capex, especially of a

capital-using variety, is neither a necessary nor a sufficient condition for revival of the
economy.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

gafae, 78 Feen sfaerifda a8t gonr F (-3l e & gelera @< & gafY,
IrfegaedT & qeeitad g & T 7 af smaeaw ¢ 3k o & v o

Recommended Strategy for Economic Revival

IAF qaveer & fav sequfda welifa

An increase in revenue expenditure, particularly in the social sector, would result in a
virtuous cycle of higher income for the workers and therefore to a higher income and
employment multiplier, which may kickstart private investment as well.

T @9 H g, ey w7 & wenfos 8 #, 4w & v 399w & 3 9%
F ew &M IR 5uF IRomIrERT I R AR o F gefy e, S fash
frder &1 sft & FT FFaT B

Capital expenditure too must be focused on labour-intensive projects that have a higher
multiplier.

geira @4 &t ot Aff-aee aRAeEnet @ Ffea B s o, e o
HfF g gl

The experience of 2004-2011 is particularly telling in this regard.
2004-2011 T HIera 50 Wedl H Ay ¥ § Fgcaqot 2
What is required, therefore, is a two-pronged strategy — (a) fiscal expenditure as a

share of GDP has to rise (b) and within that the share of revenue expenditure needs to
rise.

FafAT, I JTATF § T6 TH al-dBT WETA § — (a) SHET & gfoerd & & &
fadr @< & gef@ g aifew (b) 3k s0F sfier, Tova @& &1 e g @ifyw

In other words, a complete reversal in the trend shown in Chart 4.
qaY wreal #, 91E 4 RR@Te v e A v QUi 3eedR g aifevl
It remains to be seen on February 1 whether the priority of the government is to placate

the markets by keeping such expenses low or to improve the living conditions of the
working people of this country to reverse the slowdown.

1 FIad H I§ SWT AT a1 § F AR AT TAfAFaT SR i aOd FET § 9T
W U & AfAR H g RyfAAT F dgaX a4 § arfe 7Y F gerer a1 TF|
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High-level meet discusses Labour
Code rules, issues of gig workers

|GS Paper Ill: Employment |

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Setting the stage for the
possible implementation
of the four Labour Codes
from April 1, a meeting of
officials and Ministers of
the Union and State La-
bour Ministries reviewed
the progress in drafting of
rules under the codes by
the States.

The meeting noted that
over 18 States and Union
Territories have imple-

mented a majority of the
reforms and more than 32
of them have pre-pu-
blished the draft rules. The
remaining have made satis-
factory progress and all 36
are expected to complete
pre-publication of harmo-
nised draft rules in line
with the Labour Codes by
March 31.

The two-day meeting,
chaired by Union Labour
Minister Mansukh Manda-
viya, discussed labour re-
forms and issues of gig and

platform workers. Dr. Man-
daviya said a fine balance
between workers’ welfare
and industrial growth must
remain at the core of all
policy decisions.

He urged all States and
Union Territories to parti-
cipate in knowledge shar-
ing on reforms undertaken
by them.

“There is equal focus on
interventions for matching
demand and supply in the
labour market, promoting
employment generation

and employability through
National Career Service
(NCS) Portal and Model Ca-
reer Centres (MCC), etc.,” a
government release said.

The  Minister also
launched the State and Un-
ion Territory microsites
under the e-Shram initia-
tive and the Occupational
Shortage Index (OSI.

The OSI will match la-
bour market demand and
supply, enhancing employ-
ment outcomes across the
country.

High-level meet discusses Labour Code rules, issues of gig

workers

3oq T do& A #7 wiear gt sk fer affewr & aeg

q¥ Id=T

Setting the stage for the possible implementation of the four Labour
Codes from April 1, a meeting of officials and Ministers of the Union
and State Labour Ministries reviewed the progress in drafting of rules
under the codes by the States.

13%e @ 9K & wigant & ganfea sRafeads i gsafd IR =
§C F5 AR Tsw s FAerEt & ftwRaEt ik AR fr dow F vl
carT |iganat & dga gAYy & w4l dr yerfa Fr wew A 7130

e The meeting noted that over 18 States and Union Territories have implemented a
majority of the reforms, and more than 32 of them have pre-published the draft

rules.

o H oo famar amn 1% 18 @ ftw weat 3k e anfda vt a srftrerir guw
o) #X R § 3R 329 wftw & wwlar At B qd-vefa w1 R 2
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e The remaining have made satisfactory progress, and all 36 are expected to complete
pre-publication of harmonised draft rules in line with the Labour Codes by March
31.

AY [T A AVeladsh Farfa $ &, 3 Teft 36 T=AT & 31 AR d& 47 dfednit &
HTET HEIQYT #AteT Al & qd-yene F QU w5 i 35 ¥

e The two-day meeting, chaired by Union Labour Minister Mansukh Mandaviya,
discussed labour reforms and issues of gig and platform workers.

AT A wR AagE AR i srederar F g8 @ Rady dow 7 Aw qurt
BT @ cICHl AR  Feal o T @ )

o Dr. Mandaviya emphasized that a fine balance between workers’ welfare and
industrial growth must remain at the core of all policy decisions.

ST, AT & SR AR FeT AR F Feawr AR sdie@E Rew & d@w wqae
wsft Afa Aokt & &g & e aifke

e He urged all States and Union Territories to participate in knowledge sharing on
reforms undertaken by them.

3egi |el Ul 3R g anfda wdet & 3raer ganT fre oI gurt W A @
FT H HIT A &1 3 R

e “There is equal focus on interventions for matching demand and supply in the labour
market, promoting employment generation and employability through the National
Career Service (NCS) Portal and Model Career Centres (MCC),” a government
release said.

Wl At & 378, 43 SR & #Air 3R et #1 fFemer 7@, Tda sRaw
a1 (NCS) éar 3R Alser FRAT FeX (MCC) & ATTH F VIR Yo AR Vs
&THAT Y demal & W WA &4 feam i @ &1

e The Minister also launched the State and Union Territory microsites under the e-
Shram initiative and the Occupational Shortage Index (OSI).

T o §-9H Ugd & dgd UsF AR g aRa vl F ARGy 3R AawiAE
FHT FaFF (OSI) FT 8 YA |

e The OSI will match labour market demand and supply, enhancing employment
outcomes across the country.

OS| ## FreR @1 #Afer AR It F1 Aemer Fm, Fwd @ o & s F aiom
qe gl

Labour Code Reforms in India (2019-2020)
R A 497 Wigar gUR (2019-2020)
e The Government of India undertook a significant labor law reform process by

consolidating 29 existing labor laws into four Labour Codes to simplify and
modernize India’s labor regulations.
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o HRA R & 29 AlGET HH Sl I IR 47 Wigdrst # FAfhd #e ART &
HH fATaAt i Tl 3R IMefAs ol B G # v Ageaqol FUR Tihar Iw
|

Four Labour Codes | IR #1# Hfgdme

1. Code on Wages, 2019 (3d«T &fgdT, 2019)

e Objective: To regulate wages and ensure uniformity in wage payments across
different sectors.
352eF: Holgyl &1 fafafAd e 3R e &5t & dae $gerdet & vehsdar
AT Fa|

o Key Provisions:

Defines minimum wage at the national level.

Ensures timely payment of wages.

Covers all employees, whether organized or unorganized sector.

Removes the distinction between skilled and unskilled workers in wage

determination.
o Introduces floor wages, below which no state can fix its minimum wage.

O O O O

2. Industrial Relations Code, 2020 (3itgaf% @awr w@fgar, 2020)

e Objective: To balance the rights of workers and employers, making labor laws more
flexible while protecting workers' interests.

32T AAHT IR AAFA3MT & PR H TJolel Tl HH Flefal 3R
AT gerar 3R AfAST & Bal dr 8T e

o Key Provisions:
o Defines rules for trade unions, strikes, and dispute resolution.
o Mandatory notice period of 14 days for strikes in public utility services.
o Industries with up to 300 workers can now lay off employees without
government approval (earlier limit was 100).
o Establishes Industrial Tribunals for faster dispute resolution.

3. Social Security Code, 2020 (|TATISI® H&T HfgaT, 2020)

o Objective: To extend social security benefits to all workers, including gig and platform

workers.
3egRT: Tl AT, AW &9 & AT 3R colewisl AfART T ATATGTR &t ofrer
et T |

e Key Provisions:
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o Expands EPF (Employees’ Provident Fund), ESI (Employees’ State
Insurance), and Gratuity coverage.

o Introduces National Social Security Board for gig and platform workers.

o Maternity benefits and disability insurance extended to more workers.

o Employers and aggregators like Zomato, Swiggy, Ola, Uber required to
contribute to a social security fund.

4. Occupational Safety, Health and Working Conditions Code, 2020
(AR F&T, FareeT 3R Fwr Ryfaat w@fear, 2020)

e Objective: To ensure safe working conditions and welfare of workers.
35eRT: AT & v it #r Bufaat 3R wedror @ iAaRead wier|

o Key Provisions:
o Applies to all establishments with 10 or more workers.
o Mandates working hours, annual leave, and health & safety measures.
o Inter-state migrant workers now have access to better social security and are

entitled to travel allowances.

o Employers must provide free health check-ups and safety training.
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Rooftop solar installation scheme
reaches 8.5% of 1-crore house target

GS Paper lll: Environment
GS Paper Il: Government Scheme

NEW DELHI

Nearly a year after the
Centre launched the
%75,000-crore PM Surya
Ghar scheme, 8.5 lakh hou-
seholds have installed roof-
top solar connections, Un-
ion Minister for New and
Renewable Energy Pralhad
Joshi said at a public event
on Wednesday. First an-
nounced following the in-
auguration of the Ram tem-
ple in Ayodhya by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
last January, the scheme
was officially launched on
February 15, 2024.

The scheme, on the
whole, targets one crore
household installations
across India. Mr. Joshi said
that this target is likely to
be met “within the next
two or three years”.

Last month, the Parlia-
mentary Standing Commit-
tee on Energy remarked
about the “slow pace” of

Keeping it affordable: The PM Surya Ghar scheme was officially
launched on February 15, 2024. ISTOCKPHOTO

installations. Only five lakh
installations, of a total 20
lakh applications made on
the Surya Ghar portal, had
been completed as of Oc-
tober last year, the com-
mittee noted. The Secre-
tary of the Ministry of New
and Renewable Energy
told the committee that
there were “rain-related
delays” but the Centre was
on track to ensure that 12
lakh households were co-
vered in the financial year

2024-25. With time, the
pace of installations would
accelerate, the official said.
He explained that from
3,000 in a day, the number
of daily installations had ri-
sen to 9,000.

Subsidy given

The scheme subsidises
60% of the solar unit cost
for systems up to 2 kW ca-
pacity and 40% of addi-
tional system costs for sys-
tems between 2 kW and 3

kW capacity. The subsidy
has been capped at 3 kW
capacity.

At current benchmark
prices, this means a
%30,000 subsidy for a 1-kW
system, 360,000 for 2-kW
systems, and ¥78,000 for
3-kW systems or higher.

Speaking at the India
Energy Transition Confe-
rence, organised by the
Federation of Indian
Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (FICCI), the
Union Minister said India is
set to add 50 GW of new re-
newable capacity annually
in the coming years. In the
past 10 years, India’s in-
stalled renewable capacity
has risen by 200%, from
75.52 GW in 2014 to 220
GW today. The tariff for
grid-connected solar pow-
er plants has decreased by
80%, from 10.95 per unit
in 2010-11 to just 32.15 per
unit, making India a leader
in affordable renewable
energy, he added.

Rooftop Solar Installation Scheme Reaches 8.5% of 1-Crore

House Target

THET Ao} STEIAUT AT 1 FUS B & I8 T 8.5% dF

ggd!

9

o Nearly a year after the Centre launched the ¥75,000-crore PM Surya Ghar scheme,
8.5 lakh households have installed rooftop solar connections.
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Fg @RI ¥75,000 FO3 A Aoy FF R Al Y& FI F T TF A 906, 8.5
G WA H FHelT AleR FHaideled oMy T g

e Union Minister for New and Renewable Energy Pralhad Joshi shared this update at a
public event.

JdT 3R AT FaT 7= geae et S v GaeAe FRIGHE J Ig FaHRr &

e The scheme was first announced after the inauguration of the Ram temple in
Ayodhya by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in January 2024. It was officially launched
on February 15, 2024.

ATSTAT $T Tgell G190 JAadr 2024 H FAEAT A UA AT & 3gHed & 96 TUHAAA
g A EIRT T TS A| FH 15 HIadr 2024 F INUFRS & & & Brar 2w am|

e The targetis to install one crore rooftop solar systems across India within the next
two or three years.

AT T & 3Tk Y & et auf A @ oA # 1 FA3 Ther Ao Aeew wurfia
T B

Concerns About Slow Installation Pace

geerarersT Y oAl aifa @ Rar

e The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Energy raised concerns about the slow
pace of installations.

T T gfAfa (F97) F swera f sl afy « a ”™iar Jas)
e By October 2023, only 5 lakh installations were completed out of 20 lakh
applications received on the Surya Ghar portal.

FFEaY 2023 dF, §F WX WA GX ITE 20 AW G H ¥ FIA 5 A FEErAqT

gT |
. :Dl'he Ministry of New and Renewable Energy Secretary explained that rain-related
delays affected progress.

FdT 3R ANFONT FAT AT F FRT A ga=T F aRer ¥ geafg & FroT
arfa werfad &Sl

e
e The government aims to complete 12 lakh installations in FY 2024-25 and expects the
pace to accelerate.

WHR HT o0& R 9§ 2024-25 F 12 a1@ FFefAT QU F H7 § 3R 3 arelr

AT H I dgal T FHGT ¢
e The dally installation rate has increased from 3,000 per day to 9,000 per day.
AT SESTrerT @Y &7 3,000 ¥ dg&< 9,000 ufay Rev &y 71$ ¥

Subsidy and Financial Support
afeud 3t fair weraan
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e The scheme provides a 60% subsidy on the solar unit cost for systems up to 2 kW
capacity.

FieteT 2 fhdlare 87T d& & R@¥ed W 60% Afeqs Ui HLdr ¢l

e For systems between 2 kW and 3 kW, a 40% subsidy is provided on additional
system costs.

2 fFaae ¥ 3 fFaare &TAdaT are Rved W wfaRea aerg w 40% afewst & srdr
gl

e The subsidy is capped at 3 kW capacity.
gfeqst Y wWwHaw AT 3 fFdlae as ag 1 73 )

e At current benchmark prices:
o 30,000 subsidy for 1-kW system
o 60,000 subsidy for 2-kW system
o 78,000 subsidy for 3-kW system or higher

TAAT SATH Al F AR
o 1 fFedare REea & v 30,000 Ffeas
o 2 fFdiae RTea & v 260,000 Ffegs
o 3 fFalare ar 30w F AT 78,000 Ffewsr

India’s Renewable Energy Progress

AR &1 ANHIONT FaT Torfa

e Speaking at the India Energy Transition Conference (FICCI event), Union Minister
Pralhad Joshi stated that India will add 50 GW of new renewable capacity annually.

é%mmsﬁ;ﬁamﬁ%(mcmséz)ﬁaﬁaﬁgm%aﬁmﬁmmﬁﬁm
o 3TRT &¢ a1l 50 Mermare 7€ ANHIONT a7 ar Sisam|

+ India’s installed renewable energy capacity has increased by 200% in the past 10
years, from 75.52 GW in 2014 to 220 GW in 2024.

RA T TYNT AIHIONT FAT &77ar Ao 10 ast & 200% a¢r §, 2014 F 75.52

IMemaTe @ FEFT 2024 F 220 AMEE B TS B

e The tariff for grid-connected solar power plants has dropped by 80%, from ¥10.95 per
unit in 2010-11 to ¥2.15 per unit today.

fis-Fawes Wk Fat wa=t &1 RE 80% fRr &, 2010-11 F 10.95 wfa gfae &

"THT AT T2.15 Wi gfae @ arm &
e This makes India a global leader in affordable renewable energy.

Y R §Fd AT F91 # dfRasw dAar s 137 g
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CCEA approves hike in
ethanol procurement price

GS Paper lll: Environment |

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs (CCEA)
on Wednesday revised the
ethanol procurement price
for public sector oil mar-
keting companies (OMCs)
from ¥56.58 per litre to
¥57.97 per litre.

The new price is for the
ongoing Ethanol Supply
Year 2024-25, starting No-
vember 1, 2024 to October
31, 2025, under the
Centre’s ethanol blended
petrol programme.

Briefing reporters after
the Union Cabinet meet-

3% CHM price rise
will assure sufficient
ethanol availability

to meet higher
blending target

ing, Information and
Broadcasting Minister Ash-
wini Vaishnaw said that C
Heavy Molasses (CHM),
that have very little sugar
content, will be used for
ethanol production.

“The more we encour-
age CHM for ethanol pro-
duction, it will be benefi-
cial for both farmers and
environment,” he said.

litre to ¥57.97 per litre.
et nfdF amat #r afAfa (CCEA) d quar &t wderfas & @i

ae fuore Fufaat (OMCs) & faw sdatar @l Ao # ¥56.58 ufa
e A TeHT T57.97 afa ohex +T fe=m

e The new price is for the ongoing Ethanol Supply Year 2024-25, starting November 1,
2024, to October 31, 2025, under the Centre’s ethanol blended petrol programme.

AT HeT HisleT $qATer IMYfet a§ 2024-25 & fAT §, T 1 AGEK 2024 § 31 TR

“The approval will not
only facilitate the conti-
nued policy in providing
price stability and remun-
erative prices for ethanol
suppliers but will also help
in reducing dependency
on crude oil imports, sav-
ings in foreign exchange
and bring benefits to the
environment,” as per an of-
ficial statement.

GST and transportation
costs would be separately
payable. “Increase in pric-
es of CHM ethanol by 3%
will assure sufficient availa-
bility of ethanol to meet
the increased blending tar-
get,” the statement noted.

CCEA approves hike
in ethanol
procurement price

CCEA & ¥4 @Ig
AT A A A A
ar

The Cabinet Committee
on Economic Affairs
(CCEA) on Wednesday
revised the ethanol
procurement price for
public sector oil
marketing companies
(OMCs) from ¥56.58 per

2025 T o] 16T, 3R I8 g &R A §9a AP 9 I & T8d 3T

o Briefing reporters after the Union Cabinet meeting, Information and Broadcasting
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said that C Heavy Molasses (CHM), which has very little
sugar content, will be used for ethanol production.

FAT ARHST T doF & TTC Yaar AR gwRor F qRFA dworg 7 garr 6 @ g
AT (CHM), S agd FA QIR AHA gIer &, T 3UAT AT 39T & v
fohar S|

e “The more we encourage CHM for ethanol production, it will be beneficial for both
farmers and the environment,” he said.

3egie &hgT, "SAATT 39l & fav CHM Y faae 3rfere sgmar f&ar smeam, a8
framEt 3R gaiaRer Q= F v waeHE gl
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e “The approval will not only facilitate the continued policy in providing price stability
and remunerative prices for ethanol suppliers but will also help in reducing
dependency on crude oil imports, savings in foreign exchange, and bring benefits
to the environment,” as per an official statement.

IfaFIRE 9 & ITAR, "3 A ¥ 7 Fad sUAter AqfAFast & T qoT
3 amrrdt g el afed a7 =2 aa & I W fAeRar o w9, R qa
# F9d A, AR TART FY A7 g H oft wgg HOM

e GST and transportation costs would be separately payable.

GST 3Rk aREgsr amrd 3reer ¥ ¢ gl

e ‘“Increase in prices of CHM ethanol by 3% will assure sufficient availability of ethanol
to meet the increased blending target,” the statement noted.

"CHM g¥aiter T Fral & 3% #r Fefr @ sAaier I gaicd 3qastar giARad g,
fored a¢ gu fsor o A X7 FRAT ST AhaT, "+ ST el 17|
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Retinal diseases: RNA therapeutics
show promise but is India ready?

There is currently no large cohort study in India, i.e. involving at least 500 patients, to describe the mutation spectrum of IRDs; such extensive
studies are vital for researchers to identify the most common genetic defects that can subsequently be targeted using precision medicine

Sandeep Sarma Asodu

ision is crucial to navigate the
world, connect with othe;
and perform everyday tas
helps us perceive colours,
shapes, and movement, which are
essential to learn, work, and keep safe.

According to the World Health
Organisation, more than 2.2 billion
people worldwide experience some form
of vision impairment. The causes range
from cataracts and diabetic retinopathy to
glaucoma, age-related macular
degeneration, and inherited retinal
diseases (IRDs).

IRDs are genetic conditions that lead to
progressive vision loss, often resulting in
blindness. These diseases stem from
mutations in more than 300 genes
responsible for the function of the retina,
the light-sensitive tissue at the back of the
eye.

While some individuals may lose their
sight shortly after birth, others
experience gradual deterioration over
time. In many cases, early intervention
could slow down or even prevent the
progression of blindness.

An estimated 5.5 million people suffer
from IRDs around the world, with a
prevalence rate of one in 3,450. However,
the situation is more critical in India.
Studies have revealed significantly higher
prevalence, with one in 372 individuals in
rural South India, one in 930 in urban
South India, and one in 750 in rural
Central India affected by these conditions.

A treatment breakthrough

In 2017, the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) made a historic
move by approving the first gene therapy
for blindness caused by mutations in the
RPEG5 gene.

This approval sparked hope for
patients with other genetic causes of
blindn Currently, more than 50
clinical trials are exploring gene therapy
as an option to treat various inherited eye
disorders.

In India, however, awareness among
clinicians about the availability and
potential of RPEGS gene therapy remains
limited. While gene therapy has proven
revolutionary, it is not yet a universal
solution for all genetic eye diseases. This
is where RNA-based therapies are poised
to make a significant impact.

RNA-based precision therapeutics are
emerging as a game-changer for genetic
disorders, including IRDs. Unlike DNA or
genome-editing therapies, RNA-based
therapies offer a safer alternative as they
make temporary changes that don’t carry
over to future generations, reducing the
risk of unintended long-term effects.

Recent advancements have introduced
RNA-based therapies like antisense
oligonucleotides (ASOs), which have
already been used successfully to treat
diseases such as spinal muscular atrophy
and Duchenne muscular dystrophy.
Medical researchers are now exploring
ASO therapy for retinal conditions like
Stargardt disease, Leber congenital
amaurosis, and retinitis pigmentosa.

Beyond ASOs, researchers are also
developing more advanced RNA-based
options to address IRDs. One promising
approach involves RNA-editing with ADAR
enzymes, which can correct specific
genetic mutations at the RNA level. This
method has the potential to restore
protein production in retinal cells without
altering the underlying DNA, offering a
new way to treat retinal degenerative

Visual trouble: An estimated 5.5 million people suffer from IRDs around the world,

diseases caused by single-point
mutations.

Another innovative strategy is the use
of suppressor tRNAs to bypass stop-codon
mutations, which can prematurely halt
protein synthesis in retinal cells. By
enabling the production of full-length
proteins, this approach could help restore
proper retinal function in IRD patients,
where stop-codon mutations disrupt vital
protein production.

Another potential small molecule
RNA-based therapy is PTCI124, also known
as ataluren, which is already being used
to treat patients with cystic fibrosis and
Duchenne muscular dystrophy. Recently,
clinical trials have begun to investigate its
use in treating a rare developmental eye
disease called aniridia.

Taken together, these options offer a
more targeted, personalised treatment
approach that could halt the progression
of IRDs and improve patient outcomes
with greater precision.

India and precision therapeutics
Precision medicine is an approach that
tailors treatments to an individual’s
genetic makeup, lifestyle, and other
factors, offering a more targeted
alternative to the one-size-fits-all
approach of traditional options.

For rare diseases like IRDs,
understanding the genetic mutations
prevalent in a population is essential for
researchers to develop effective
RNA-based therapies. Although
researchers have linked more than 300
genes to IRDs, research in India has yet to

IRDs are genetic conditions that
lead to progres on loss,
These diseases stem from
mutations in more than 300
genes responsible for the
function of the retina, the
light-sensitive tissue present

at the back of the eve

fully map the genetic mutations
responsible for these conditions in the
local population.

In fact, there is currently no large
cohort study in India (i.e. involving at
least 500 patients) to describe the
mutation spectrum of IRDs. Such
extensive studies are vital for researchers
to identify the most common genetic
defects that can subsequently be targeted
using precision medicine.

For example, the ABCA4 gene is
commonly mutated in IRD patients
worldwide and is a popular therapeutic
target. However, we lack a clear
understanding of whether it is just as
prevalent in Indian populations and/or
whether some other mutation is
expressed more often in certain ethnic
groups.

India’s large size and diverse
population add another layer to this
challenge.

Genetic mutations can vary
significantly across different
communities, making it difficult to
identify common mutations. Accurately

vith a prevalence rate of one in 3,450

GETTY IMAGES

mapping these mutations necessitates
extensive, resource-intensive research
across various subgroups.

Additionally, there are several barriers,
including a lack of awareness of the
genetic basis of IRDs among the people at
large and healthcare providers alike,
limited availability of genetic counselling
services, insufficient research funding,
and restricted access to diagnostic
infrastructure in rural areas.

Thus, to fully unlock the potential of
RNA-based therapeutics, India must
prioritise genetic research with a
particular emphasis on understanding the
mutation profiles of people with IRDs, in
collaboration with local research
institutions and healthcare providers.

A notable example of such a
collaboration is a June 2024 study by
researchers from the CSIR-Institute of
Genomics and Integrative Biology, New
Delhi, and the L.V. Prasad Eye Institute,
Hyderabad. The teams’ findings led to the
development of a precision therapy for a
specific form of IRD.

Expanding partnerships between
global and local pharmaceutical
companies, as well as research institutes,
will also make these treatments more
accessible to Indian patients. Raising
awareness among clinicians and
researchers about advances in RNA
therapies will likewise be crucial to
ensure they are implemented effectively.
Sandeep Sharma Asodu is a postdoctoral
fellow at Hadassah Medical School, The
Hebrew University of Jerusalem.
(sandeepsarma.asodu@ il.huji.ac.il)

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

Retinal diseases: RNA therapeutics show promise but is
India ready?

Iester ARAT: 3RuaT RfFcar smen sendr & afra #=ar
HRT IR 82

Vision is crucial to navigate the world, connect with others, and
perform everyday tasks.

. e gfaam F anlede F&, qERt @ I3 3R Afaw Frt F Fa
¥ fow Agcar B

e More than 2.2 billion people worldwide experience some form of vision impairment.

o 22T & 3AF T giar s # fhd F R 7 A ¢fSegITar 1 WHAT B
gl

e The causes range from cataracts and diabetic retinopathy to glaucoma, age-related
macular degeneration, and inherited retinal diseases (IRDs).

RTaa & Aol eser fARAT (IRDs) enfaer g1

¢ IRDs are genetic conditions leading to progressive vision loss, often resulting in
blindness.

« IRDs (favrad & faeh Yeae i) smeqafes ufaar € s gerfad e arelr
fSegerar $r 3R o JTAY &, S 3T HAYA FHT HROT Tt &

e An estimated 5.5 million people suffer from IRDs around the world, with a prevalence
rate of one in 3,450.

o 3gaTiera 5.5 AfeTe oot giear s # IRDs & i3 €, forefehl Jrerelel @7 3,450 7 & 1
gl

e The prevalence rate is significantly higher in India, with one in 372 in rural South India,
one in 930 in urban South India, and one in 750 in rural Central India.

o HART H YT ST HIHr J¥F g, 57 5 Areor f@or ARG H 372 F ¥ 1, gl gfaor
ARTH 9307 ¥ 1 3R arHior Aeq ARG A 750 F ¥ 11

e In 2017, the FDA approved the first gene therapy for blindness caused by mutations in
the RPE6G5 gene.

o 2017 H, FDA o RPE65 5fieT & 3caRadel & $RUT 3899sT & o ugelr sfier Rfrcar r
Follr &1

e Currently, more than 50 clinical trials are exploring gene therapy as an option for
various inherited eye disorders.

o IIA H, 50 ¥ 30T AifAsd qdetor Sy Rifercar & _Affe g & A a7
JFRI & IR & 9 H Jorer | 81

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

e Awareness among clinicians in India about the potential of RPE65 gene therapy
remains limited.

e ¥RT # Rfercast & &g RPE6S et Rfercar fir THraam3it & IR & JRwehar
AT B

o RNA-based therapies are emerging as a promising alternative for treating inherited
retinal diseases (IRDs).

« RNA-3meRa Rfcar faaa 7 Felr e faiar (IRDs) & 399 & fav s
3RS fadhed & & & 3R W 2

e RNA-based therapies offer a safer alternative as they make temporary changes without
affecting future generations.

« RNA-3mnRea RfFcar v @i fadeq g Xl § Fifs I8 3eurl aiads
FIAT g, ot Afasy et 1 garfad A8 Hd|

e Antisense oligonucleotides (ASOs) have been used successfully to treat diseases
such as spinal muscular atrophy and Duchenne muscular dystrophy.

o T NfAMgfFaaieEsy (ASOs) F TUBaa AFFeR TR iR 5gAT ATFer
B¥erdy Sl AT & 39aR 7 Fhedgds 39T fHar 9/ g

e ASO therapy is now being explored for retinal conditions like Stargardt disease, Leber
congenital amaurosis, and retinitis pigmentosa.

e ASO Rfercar 3 o Fafadl S R T, Aa Fiedfeed FARRAT 3R
Wiy RNeAdwr F fAw doner fr s & 2

e RNA-editing with ADAR enzymes is being developed to correct genetic mutations in
retinal cells at the RNA level.

o RNA-Tf3fear & faw ADAR USITS#H &I Taord fham ST @7 §, dlfeh IfeaTol hITAar3it
# RNA TR W RIS ScaRacda S Ger fohar S @l

e Another promising approach involves suppressor tRNAs, which bypass stop-codon
mutations and help restore protein production in retinal cells.

o Th 3R IRASETH TOCHIOT H FUAT tRNAS AMAS 8, ST FT-HIseT SeqaRaeier &l
I aa ¢ 3R ead FRERT & T 3T & 987 & & A ald o

e PTC124 (ataluren) is being tested as a potential treatment for rare eye diseases like
aniridia.
o PTC124 (ataluren) &I gels a7 Aol S foh veliRfBAT o 3R & &7 & wdieror fhar

ST TET &
e RNA-based therapies offer a more targeted and personalized treatment approach for
IRDs.

e RNA-3TaRAE RfFcAT IRDs & AT e 318« aféia 3R afFaea 3uar gfseswor
geTeT adl gl

India and precision therapeutics

R IR e Rregfeaw
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e Precision medicine is an approach that tailors treatments to an individual's genetic
makeup, lifestyle, and other factors, offering a more targeted alternative to the one-
size-fits-all approach of traditional options.

o AT ARRAT v TREFUT § S IR F U AfFT & stfds e, shaadah, ik
3T FHRD! & ITAN eI fAd AT &, IRURD Tdehodl & Teh-HTSoI-Thed-3iTel
TIREHIVT & Hebraol 3Uh offeid fdhed Jere i Bl

o For rare diseases like IRDs, understanding the genetic mutations prevalent in a
population is essential for researchers to develop effective RNA-based therapies.

o Gol SIATRAT S IRDs & fT, fohdll 3mendr # sraferd ifas scafader w1 aastn
Merhar3it & forw warmdy RNA-3memRa Rifrcar @ = & fOw 3maas B

e Although researchers have linked more than 300 genes to IRDs, research in India has
yet to fully map the genetic mutations responsible for these conditions in the local
population.

o Gl MHATHT ¥ 300 W H&F AT T IRDs T FNST &, ARG F 37 I TIHT
SITHEIT # 31 SARAT & AU SrAeR sifds sealadsr &1 qu ofeen dar @ frar

T B
o In fact, there is currently no large cohort study in India (i.e. involving at least 500
patients) to describe the mutation spectrum of IRDs.

o G, HRA H TAAT # 31 GHE IHETAA (519, A ¥ HA 500 AfFAt = enfdrer

FAT) A8l & S IRDs & 3caRdde TIFeH HT aule] Y Toh|

e Such extensive studies are vital for researchers to identify the most common genetic
defects that can subsequently be targeted using precision medicine.

o OO TAEA HETTA MUSANT F TAT HecaquT § oifeh 3 Fad AAY AT S
gl X Heh, Sleg dig # AfAersr ARRAT 1 3u92er e afara foar o a6

e For example, the ABCA4 gene is commonly mutated in IRD patients worldwide and is a
popular therapeutic target.

o 3T & T, ABCA4 Siie [32as) & IRD AT & a9+ &9 & 3caRafad aar &
3R T7 v dea AT JaT gl

o However, we lack a clear understanding of whether it is just as prevalent in Indian
populations and/or whether some other mutation is expressed more often in certain
ethnic groups.

o glclifeh, 84 Ig TISC THST A6l ¢ [ Ig ARCIT SAAGEII3T H 3T & gdfeld g T
el 3R/ FA Fo 3 3caiEda o fafdse Srdr aHg 7 31w IR cgFd 8§

e India’s large size and diverse population add another layer to this challenge.

o HRA # 937 IR AR AR sewear @ @l 7 v 3R wa Ssd g

e Genetic mutations can vary significantly across different communities, making it difficult
to identify common mutations.

« SifdF scaRades e qeeEl # #Agcaqy! &9 & @i g1 @hd &, 08 gy
3caRadsl $T IgATT T hide & SIdr gl
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e Accurately mapping these mutations necessitates extensive, resource-intensive
research across various subgroups.

o 31 3CURTIAT FT TEN Wik & AR aa & v (fdesr sqwegt 7 fawagd,

HHTEA-TGT HTHUT T IaRTehcl Bl o

o Additionally, there are several barriers, including a lack of awareness of the genetic
basis of IRDs among the people at large and healthcare providers alike, limited
availability of genetic counselling services, insufficient research funding, and
restricted access to diagnostic infrastructure in rural areas.

o 3% 37clTEl, S IANY &, a8 A9t 3R oy dar veransit & €7 IRDs & s
YR & T H TR I HaAT, sifad et a3t o WA Iqcrserdr, 9aca
HegueTe G¥er, AR Ao &3 A Aerfas wwEe o AT g A §

e Thus, to fully unlock the potential of RNA-based therapeutics, India must prioritize
genetic research with a particular emphasis on understanding the mutation profiles of

people with IRDs, in collaboration with local research institutions and healthcare
providers.

o AT, RNA-3meRa RfFar 1 gema=msit @ qf g @ @ie & e, 6Ra it
AT IgaYT B AR St TRT, [AAT T F IRDs aTr @it & IeqaRacder
WHIFA S TAST U, TUE AT TEITEAT 3R TARLT AT YeIdisii o ard Fgarer |

e A notable example of such a collaboration is a June 2024 study by researchers from the
CSIR-Institute of Genomics and Integrative Biology, New Delhi, and the L.V. Prasad
Eye Institute, Hyderabad.

o U FEANT FT UTF HecdYUl 3GTeXVT 5[ 2024 H CSIR-SMATAww 31X séafes
RS §EAT, g e, 3R L.Y. wamE 3¢ $¥eyE, BeXeg & eushd 3t gany
forar T 3t g

e The teams’ findings led to the development of a precision therapy for a specific form of
IRD.

o OH & A&t 7 IRD & T [FRAse &7 & v 9fes RfFcar s [ea fr 3k

3RET TR

o Expanding partnerships between global and local pharmaceutical companies, as well
as research institutes, will also make these treatments more accessible to Indian
patients.

o IRFF IR FuET e S Fufaal & S d@EEd @1 AER, @
WEYTAL, 3o 3TART T ARAT FAST o AT 3170 Forsr s=meam|

¢ Raising awareness among clinicians and researchers about advances in RNA
therapies will likewise be crucial to ensure they are implemented effectively.

Rfrcae! 3T aeewralat & & RNA Riffcar & g 3 wifa & R & Sereehdr Serer
3 TF AR Pt & AT Ageaqur g & gox Temel ® F o) fhar S
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_ |GS Paperll: G.S. MGNAREGA |

Stifling demand

MGNREGS should not be let down by
funding issues and wage delays
T he efficacy of a welfare programme is di-

rectly proportional to the enthusiasm of

the government implementing it. The
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS) will soon be com-
pleting 20 years of its implementation. The fact
that it has not only survived but also thrived un-
der two regimes across multiple terms suggests
its utility and popularity among the rural poor,
though, under the National Democratic Alliance,
the scheme has acquired a status of being an un-
wanted necessity after being seen initially as so-
meone else’s baby. But as the COVID-19 pandemic
showed, the MGNREGS was a necessity and vital
in terms of the sustenance it provided to both ru-
ral workers and migrant labour returning to their
rural homes after the lockdowns were an-
nounced. And it is fair to say that it is now seen as
“unwanted”, as allocations in percentage terms
of consecutive Budgets have reduced substantial-
ly since the pandemic (from 3.2% in FY21 to 1.78%
in FY25 (BE)). Besides, despite the fact that the
scheme is demand driven, inevitably leading to
the allocation of additional funds beyond the
budgeted expenditure, no extra allocation for
MGNREGS has been made this financial year
even as wages have been delayed and, due to
this, demand also suppressed artificially. Report-
edly, the Rural Development Ministry was short
of ¥4,315 crore for the wages and the Centre has a
liability of ¥5,715 crore against its share for mate-
rial component of the works to be done under
the scheme.

There are other issues with MGNREGS imple-
mentation that require attention — the need to
adjust wages to inflation, and the issues concern-
ing the seeding of job cards with the Aadhaar-
based payment system, among others. But the
core of the scheme remains the adequacy of the
allocations made for it by the Centre. By pruning
funds, the purpose of providing demand-driven
employment is under-served and it is unfair to
rural workers across the country who have used
the scheme to augment their incomes, especially
in the agricultural off-seasons. There has been
much academic study detailing the fruits of the
scheme — from helping the destitute to creating
village assets such as irrigation canals, rural
roads, and water conservation facilities. A de-
mand-driven exercise such as this scheme also
puts disposable income in the hands of the vil-
lage poor and helps the rural economy. The im-
portance of MGNREGS in a country still facing ru-
ral poverty needs no elaboration. The Union
government must change its attitude towards the
MGNREGS. A substantial allocation in the Union
Budget, that is true to the demand for the
scheme, would be a good start.

Address

Stifling Demand
ART F gaT=T

MGNREGS should not be let down by funding issues
and wage delays.

FAWT F AT gwEmsid AR Ao & & F FRor
FHASN AEH g & AfRCl

Implementation and Significance of MGNREGS
AL FT FAT=aqT AR Agea

. The Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee
Scheme (MGNREGS) will soon complete 20 years of implementation.

#AgTeAT Mt IAT AT VSR AR AT (AAWM) STog & 379+ 20
T @ H arell g

. The scheme has survived and thrived under two regimes across
multiple terms, highlighting its utility and popularity among the rural
poor.

Ig Tl &Y FIPRY IR F§ FRFIAT H o7 Fad §aif LT dfod AhAd
o g3, TEw uh suAfdar 3R sehfraar aifed g g

. Under the National Democratic Alliance (NDA), the scheme was
initially seen as someone else’s initiative but later became an “unwanted
necessity” due to its importance.

T Sdifas TeateT (NDA) & ofgd, 58 o3 7 et 31 &
ISTelT ATAT 3T, Afhed 916 H Ig T “HIAG! AHfATR—dar’ 97 15|
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The COVID-19 pandemic reinforced the necessity of MGNREGS, as it provided
sustenance to rural workers and returning migrant laborers.

COVID-19 AFIARY & AT 1 JfAGRIr st 3R At 3, Fife saer amafior
#fAw 3R vard Aol Hr smshfawt vereT i

Declining Budget Allocation

T 3TdedT A FREe

Since the pandemic, the percentage of budget allocation for MGNREGS has
reduced significantly, from 3.2% in FY21 to 1.78% in FY25 (BE).

AETANY & 91 ¥, AW & o0 ST ATded &1 Ufaerd H1PT 8¢ 47 &, FY21 &

3.2% ¥ g FY25 (BE) & 1.78% &Y T &l

Despite being demand-driven, no extra allocation has been made for MGNREGS this
financial year.

AFT-3MeRE AT g & S1a9G, 38 O av # 70 & v 1§ sfaRea smaed
er forar =T &

Wage payments have been delayed, and due to this, demand has been artificially
suppressed.

FoQ ST A &N g5 €, S A9 F FRA T F q@r 7w 4§
The Rural Development Ministry was short of 4,315 crore for wages, and the
Centre has a liability of ¥5,715 crore for material components under the scheme.

artor AT #AATET & 9 ASiqQ & [T 4,315 FAF A FAT A, 3N Fg WER W
AT & W "eF & fAT 25,715 FA3 A1 T &

Other Issues in MGNREGS Implementation
AAWN & FEadd JA Fed THTIT

Wage adjustments to inflation are necessary but not effectively implemented.
HAEHIT & HTAR ASIGY FHTANSA TR g, olfchel TN T F o] 8T feham
T B

Issues persist regarding the seeding of job cards with the Aadhaar-based payment
system.

HTUR-ITRE SPIA JOTTe & A ST $1S Hgel § FUT FATAT §=1 85 &

Importance of Adequate Funding

qgTed A QO &1 Aged

The core of the scheme lies in the adequacy of allocations by the Centre.
ASTell &1 HET YR Fg ISR GarT a1 a7 gafeq 3maes ¢
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Reduction in funds weakens the demand-driven employment approach, negatively
affecting rural workers.

%3 # Feld T AFT-3raRa AR T FAAR gidr &, oay aror sf@e wenfaa
g gl

Many studies highlight that MGNREGS helps the poor and creates valuable village
assets like irrigation canals, rural roads, and water conservation facilities.

F$ AT Td § & Aavn et f Agg Far & 3R R a8y, aeor g5§ 3k
STel FYaToT GRAUTe S Ageaqor AT guferat A i g

A demand-driven scheme like MGNREGS also boosts the rural economy by providing
disposable income to the village poor.

A WY ART-3menRa AT IA0T IS Y IR AT AT YSIT HT ATHT
HAITEYT 1 Forar v

Need for a Positive Government Approach
AER & PRICHAE TIOCHIOT HT IFTTIFHdT

The importance of MGNREGS in addressing rural poverty is undeniable.
AT I T FA T H AAWN FT FAged @Ifadg gl

The Union government must change its attitude towards MGNREGS.
g TIPR FH AN F 9fa 391 efoehior agaer T ST &l

A substantial allocation in the Union Budget, aligned with the actual demand, would
be a good start.

FET qC H qATCT TS, S JUTE ART & 3T6T g, Teh BT YT g1
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The old and the new: schemes to look out for on Budget day

Schemes such as Digital India, Startup India and Smart Cities Mission have recorded consistent declines in funding

|GS Paper Il: Government Schemes|

| DATA POINT | d ) h . h d I The text and data for the tables were sourced from the Union Budget
documents. The figures for 2024-25 are budget estimates, for 2023-24
The Hindu Data Team B U get S I g S a n O WS are revised estimates and for 2022-23 are actuals

ith Budget FY2025-26
w scheduled to be pre- Table 1: Select list of recently launched schemes and allocations for the latest year in X crore L ¥

sented on February 1,
here is a look at some of the re-

cemly launched schemes, older Sg?asr‘\;rya Ghar Muft Bijl For installing rooftop solar panels 6,250
‘SjChil:?us dv'VIth ;lgmhcant(ljy Le Centres of Excellence (CoE) | To establish three centres of excellence for Al in 255

uc ‘n m_gr schemes u':l er the in Artificial Intelligence (Al) | educational institutions for research and development
Production Linked Incentive (P. LD IndiaAl Mission To catalyse the Al innovation ecosystem 551.75 "2? j;!‘m
umbrella, and those promoting — T T RS e =T B S

1 . bility in India Ngtu_)na Green Hydrogen To make India the global hub for production, usage an 600 “J ,,T?Y t.p\y s NCE }
electric mobility o Mission export of green hydrogen 14 b L @ s AT 4

Table 1 shows a select list of re- Legal Aid Defense Counsel S g 9
cently launched schemes and their System (LADCS) To provide legal aid work in criminal matters 200
allocations. It includes the scheme To strengthen and nurture the i

3 Y 5 Z 7 guru-shishya parampara

for installing solar rooftops which PM Vishwakarma or family-based practice of traditional skills g
was launched in 2024 and allocat- Rashtriya Gram Swaraj To re-imaginine panchayati raj institutions 1063.67
ed 6,250 crore in FY. 2S(B_E)~ Other Global Biofuels Alliance To expedite the global uptake of biofuels 0.01
schemes are the Rashtriya Gram o To fill gaps in seismic coverage and build a robust
Swaraj Abhiyan to re-imagine pan- Mission Anveshan geoscientific database 332
chayati raj mstltutlops, the S":heme National Quantum Mission | To create an ecosystem in quantum technology 427
to upgrade Industrial Training In- Pradhan Mantri Janjati ; :
stitute (ITIs) and the controversial Adivasi Nyaya Maha Abhiyan To ephance(he socio-economic conditions of 240
PM Vishwakarma scheme. which (PM JANMAN) particularly vulnerable tribal groups 5 !

4 ‘ i - - Table 3: The complete list of schemes which come under the Production-
aims to nurture '—h? guru-shishya National Action for To ensure the safety and dignity of sanitation workers Linked Incentive (PLI) umbrella and allocations for them in 2 crore
parampara or famll){-based prac- z:csha?e'ﬁ(:'qs:axgg;‘ and safe delivery of mechanised sanitation services a8
tice of traditional skills. Schemes izl
with the goal of promoting Al in In- T Upgradation Scheme To upgrade Tls 1,000 Large scale electronics and IT Hardware 6200
dia such as the INDIA Al mission Food processing industry ‘ 1,444.02
and Centres of Excellence for Al Table 2: Shows a select list of older schemes, allocations for which have significantly reduced 2 ;
are also a part of the list. over the years. Figures in 2 crore White goods (ACs and LED lights) 298.02

Table 2 shows a select list of ol- & i Joys | ool
der schemes, allocations for which . Footwear and leather sector 0.01

s R : ) To enhance regional air connectivity 5
have sngmflcantly reduc_ed over the Regional connectivity tomunserved and undarserved 1,063.81 850 502 _Automobiles and auto components [ 3,500
years. Major SChe"!e_s include the scheme airports National programme on Advanced Chemistry Cell (ACC) battery 250
Regional Connectivity Scheme, Smart cities mission | Aims to enhance the quality of lifein 865292 | 8000 2.400 storage
flzom unser;ei a;l d untcletrser];ed 100 selected cities S : X Specialty steel in India [ 245.82
alrports, and the Smart Cities Mis- Promotion of digital A =
sion to enhance the quality of life payiriont 8 To help in growth of digital transactions | 1,989.62 584 - Multiple PLIs - 2,143
: itac 3 Promote telecom and networking products manufacturing in
"! 190 cities. The promonon'ofthe Digital Indi To transform India into a digitally 551809 | 442801 | 421651 India A : ‘ -
digital payments scheme did not Lol empowered society 518 428, 216. -

P - 3 i - Drone and drone components 57
get any allocation in the last Bud- Aims to support entrepreneurs and e
Oth 5 = Startup India 44.21 45.61 0.01
ge{'. e SChemes ln.CIUde Dlglta] e | builda SUOﬂg Stanup ecosystem i : - Table 4: Shows the list of schemes which promote electric moblllty and
India and Startup India. ) Prime Minister To generate self-employment Sllocatie st thera e e P
Table 3 shows the complete list Employment opportunities through the 2ot |lansazil 2300
of schemes which come under the Generation establishment of micro-enterprises in : i g
[’FOSU(i:ion-lﬁin];ed mcet}ﬁvlf (PLD sEogmmme (EMEGE)I) tThe nor;-lfa:n ;ectodr ol EAMIE To promote electric mobility 267133
umbrella. The largest of them is 0 FaieTEgher e0UCINON inindia Shiaia
8 R ; institutions to work with the people in
th ful elect dIT Unnat Bharat Abh: 11.58 5 5 il i i
e successtul electronics an nnat Bharat Abhiyan | - ) 1+ dia in identifying development . Electric mobility promotion To accelerate the adoption of

; fying p: 500
hardware scheme, with the most challenges scheme electric two-wheelers |
recent allocation touching 36,200 Rl ; T ; i

¥ Internationalisation of | Help internationalisation of education Scheme to promote ;

crore. Table 4 shows the list of Higher Education services 14436 100 104 manufacturing of electric ::)egz:)izn:atssz:gr];fz;:::::‘lgngifa 13
SCheTes w‘:"Ch promote electric Development of Provides various measures for the passengercars infndia (SMEC)
mobility, with the FAME scheme Particularly Vulnerable | overall development of the backward 137.18 - 20 B shius Seis Seheme To boost India’s electric 1300
being the biggest in terms of allo- Tribal Groups (PVTGs) | population of STs mobility infrastructure 2

cations.

The Old and the New: Schemes to Look Out for on Budget
Day
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Wel AR 7$: ol aw W e 3 AT A

Schemes such as Digital India, Startup India, and Smart Cities
Mission have recorded consistent declines in funding.

fefoea sf39r, Terdarm si3ar 3k e Rds Baer s A=t &
fa 9ivor i SeMaR FAY gt Hr AF B

With Budget FY2025-26 scheduled to be presented on February 1, here is a look at
some of the recently launched schemes, older schemes with significantly reduced
funding, schemes under the Production Linked Incentive (PLI) umbrella, and those
promoting electric mobility in India.

fa 9§ 2025-26 T Fofc 1 WA & T AT STIT| TG gTel & 7 L& H a1

ISTAT3H, HH Tl TIod R ArSTA137, Scdiead E 3T WedTgsT (PLI) Aistelr & g
3T aTell AISTa3it 3R AT & Solfdged AlfdTd! FI S61ar &t drell Aol W Teh
ToR 3rell S &

Recently Launched Schemes and Their Allocations

g &1 # & At 7 Feare HR 3AF Iaea

A scheme for installing solar rooftops was launched in 2024 and allocated %6,250 crore
in FY25 (BE).

2024 H HoR THT of@lad I AleTall Y& 1 IS 3N faa a¥ 2025 (BE) # 3 fow
6,250 AU 3Tafed fhu a0

Other schemes include the Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Abhiyan to re-imagine
Panchayati Raj institutions.

3T A A TURI TS FEATEAT Y GAstiidd ael & [T Isd a1 Taret
3iffaEe anfAer g

A scheme to upgrade Industrial Training Institutes (ITIs) has also been introduced.
eI GfR1eTor HEAE (ITls) 1 39S A S Aretalr 6 Y& HiT 75 T

The PM Vishwakarma scheme aims to nurture the guru-shishya parampara or
family-based practice of traditional skills.

divH faRaehaAT Fefell 5-RISy WRT 1 IRYRS Hirel & qRARE 36T
TG T T oI @dr ¢

Schemes with the goal of promoting Al in India include the INDIA Al mission and
Centres of Excellence for Al.

HRA H HFAA EfAFAT (Al) T TGTaT &oT dTell Arsir3il & INDIA Al AT 3R Al
3chsedl g (Centres of Excellence for Al) QmTffer &
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Older Schemes with Reduced Funding

Major schemes include the Regional Connectivity Scheme, which aims to provide
connectivity from unserved and underserved airports.

THE A3 7 ST FAfFefadr Qe MiAe g, [ 3eged ¥ dar arer 3R
FH AT Yo §aTS 58T & FATFCTIE YGleT Hiel &l

The Smart Cities Mission, aimed at enhancing the quality of life in 100 cities, has seen
funding reductions.

100 &t #H Siidet T FUTEdT FURA & 366 drell FAE AT A Qe & so1e
H weldr 61 715 &1

The promotion of the digital payments scheme did not get any allocation in the last
Budget.

f3fSieer $arcler ATl & Mool dofc # IS e =g el
Other schemes facing budget reductions include Digital India and Startup India.

3T Aroternatt, o Bfoee sfear 3k Teresm sf3ar, & soie &7 off Feldr f1 715 &)

Production Linked Incentive (PLI) Schemes

3cuTed ¥ 3t WieHTge (PLI) rstele

The largest scheme under the PLI umbrella is the electronics and IT hardware
scheme, with the most recent allocation touching 6,200 crore.

PLI Q1T & dgd a8 8 Alolell Soaciioad 3N IS grsa Ao &, oas
T 81T & & 26,200 IS T 3TaceT har =]

Schemes Promoting Electric Mobility

sdfded MRS F Tg@r ¢ aret A0

The FAME scheme is the biggest in terms of allocations for promoting electric
mobility.
e MATAE F T ¢ F AT FAME ATaT & 93 g arell A= gl
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M23 expands control of Goma in east
Congo as Rwanda leader seeks truce

Residents say the Rwanda-backed rebels controlled most parts of the city while government exerted power in some
pockets; Rwandan President Paul Kagame speaks with US. Secretary of State Marco Rubio ‘on the need to ensure a truce’

[GS Paper Il: Africa |
Associated Press
GOMA

wanda-backed re-
Rbels captured
large parts of Go-

ma, the biggest city in east-
ern part of the Democratic
Republic of Congo, includ-
ing its airport, the United
Nations said, as Rwanda’s
President on Wednesday
joined calls for a ceasefire
in the decades-long con-
flict amid mounting inter-
national pressure.

Much of Goma was calm
after a day during which
thousands of fleeing peo-
ple hunkered down by
roadsides as missiles flew
overhead, and injured peo-

Keeping vigil: Rwanda-backed M23 rebels stand guard at the
Gisenyi border point in Congo on Wednesday. AP

ple streamed to over-
whelmed hospitals.

While government forc-
es still control pockets of
Goma, residents said that

the M23 rebel group was in
control of much of the city.

The M23 rebels, who
said that they captured the
city on Monday after a

weeks-long advance, are
one of about 100 armed
groups vying for a foothold
in mineral-rich eastern
Congo. The conflict esca-
lated with the rebels’ ad-
vance into Goma, which
left bodies on the streets
and drove hundreds of
thousands of already dis-
placed people to flee once
again.

Rwandan President Paul
Kagame said on X that he
spoke with U.S. Secretary
of State Marco Rubio on
“the need to ensure a cea-
sefire and address the root
causes of the conflict once
and for all.”

His government denies
supporting M23, despite

reports from UN experts
who estimate there are up
to 4,000 Rwandan forces
in Congo. Rwanda has ac-
cused Congo of enlisting
Hutu rebels and former

militiamen  whom it
blames for the 1994
genocide.

The East African Com-
munity, whose members
include both Rwanda and
Congo, are scheduled to
discuss the conflict at a
meeting on Wednesday.
Congolese President Félix
Tshisekedi won’t be able to
participate in the virtual
summit. Pope Francis
called for the cessation of
hostilities and the protec-
tion of civilians.

M23 expands control of Goma in east Congo as Rwanda
leader seeks truce

qdf et # MAT I M23 T fAGF0T F27, T@TsT At A wod
AT & AFr
Rwanda-backed rebels captured large parts of Goma, the biggest city

in eastern Democratic Republic of Congo, including its airport, as per
the United Nations.

T ST & HTAN, W@iE FAda RRREt ¥ qdff feRe Rukew
IHTF FEN & FE@ 93 AET NAT & 99 BEY W FealT & AT, o7
SHHT gars 3rgst st enfAer 2

e Rwandan President Paul Kagame joined international calls for a ceasefire in the
decades-long conflict.
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T@aisT & egafer dier HIMMH = GUHT Wt Fos F wod Ry 1 siarséry Awer
AL |

e Much of Goma was calm after a day of violence, but thousands of people fled, with
missiles flying overhead and hospitals overwhelmed with injured people.

TF T Y BET & a1 MAT F FfAFwier {ET aid &, AfhaT gaRT 9T HIT 1T, Siafh
fraEd I & e W ot 3R srevdre’ # arer #y ofis o

o While government forces still control some pockets of Goma, residents say the M23
rebel group holds most of the city.

TR qell w7 378 of AT & P Rewt ) AT B, Aot faridgt i e & 6
M23 faeleY &egg 1 T & Irflreier REwt W weam g o B

o M23rebels claimed they captured the city on Monday after a weeks-long advance.

M23 gt 7 grar Far fh 3ol AIAGR $ ABT W FHeoll HI T, ST F§ gFal T

ded & dIG g3l
e The conflict escalated as hundreds of thousands of already displaced people had to
flee once again.

Y def &1 I it Al REia & H T & sme & v #esy g gs
e Rwandan President Paul Kagame said on X that he spoke with U.S. Secretary of

State Marco Rubio about the need for a ceasefire and addressing the root causes of
the conflict.

I@ieT & Tseufa 9l FEMA o X W Fal F 3ogiar AN fader 7= Al sy @
¥ et 3R 58 FuY & AF FROT R =9

e Rwanda denies supporting M23, but UN experts estimate up to 4,000 Rwandan
forces are inside Congo.

ST & M23 Y FAYST ot @ FaAFR fhaT B, oot @ wsg & Rawat &1 3ga=
¢ T eemstar 4,000 w@EE dfAw wien 7 Algg

¢ Rwanda accused Congo of enlisting Hutu rebels and former militiamen responsible
for the 1994 genocide.

TGTET A HEN 1994 F aHeR & fov TR gq faifeat sk qF fAfafrar
HEEdl Y Sl FI T T AT

e The East African Community (EAC), which includes both Rwanda and Congo, is
scheduled to discuss the conflict on Wednesday.

gdf anhrr FHE (EAC), fowd aist Ak it Qat anfaer § quar 1 58 wu¥ «
AT AT

e Congolese President Félix Tshisekedi will not be able to participate in the virtual
summit.

Fon & Tsgufar SfaTw AR 5o adwa Rraw g@daa & amr gt o areat|
e Pope Francis called for an end to hostilities and protection of civilians.

99 BT A O FATCT FA 3R ARRGT hr Gaa Hr fer |
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F ufar argida aoreh 8, goier &I

ISRO’s 100th launch
lifts NaVIC satellite

New horizons: The GSLV-F15 lifting off from the Satish Dhawan
Space Centre in Sriharikota on Wednesday. B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

Hemanth C.S.
BENGALURU

The Indian Space Research
Organisation on Wednes-
day morning launched its
historic 100th mission —
GSLV-FI15 lifting off with a
navigation satellite from
the Satish Dhawan Space
Centre in Sriharikota.

The launch vehicle with
an indigenous cryogenic
stage lifted off from the
spaceport’s second launch
pad at 6.23 a.m. The rocket
successfully placed the
NVS-02 satellite in the in-
tended orbit.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

ISRO’s 100th launch lifts NavIC satellite
SHU ST 10097 Y890 AfAs 3Yag &Y

oY ITAT

On Wednesday morning, the Indian Space
Research Organisation (ISRO) launched its
historic 100th mission — GSLV-F15 lifting off
with a navigation satellite from the Satish
Dhawan Space Centre in Sriharikota.

o qYAR e, HRA HaReT I FIrsa (ISRO) A
3791 ¥fagf@s 100ar AT — GSLV-F15 &1 & foame,
forgel Afderers 39arg o welter erae 3iaier &g, e &
AT T

e The launch vehicle with an indigenous cryogenic stage
lifted off from the spaceport’s second launch pad at 6:23
a.m.

o Tl FRNGAF TOTF WY dAled qTeA o HARST Fg F
qE dlea 43 8 gag 6:23 T3 33T o

e The rocket successfully placed the NVS-02 satellite in
the intended orbit.

o e o NVS-02 393 &I fuiRa F&1r 7 awaarg@s
Ty ¢ e
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NavIC (Navigation with Indian Constellation) — India's Regional Navigation Satellite
System (IRNSS)
¢ NavIC (Navigation with Indian Constellation) is India’s independent Regional
Navigation Satellite System (IRNSS), developed by the Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO).
e |t provides accurate positioning and timing services over India and a region
extending about 1,500 km beyond the Indian mainland.
Key Features of NavIC:
o Coverage: India and surrounding 1,500 km region
e Accuracy: Better than 10 meters in standard mode and less than 5 meters in
restricted service
e Number of Satellites: Seven operational satellites (as of 2023), with plans for
expansion
o Alternative to GPS: Designed to reduce dependence on foreign systems like the U.S.
Global Positioning System (GPS)
e Dual Services:
o Standard Positioning Service (SPS): Available for civilians
o Restricted Service (RS): Encrypted service for authorized users (military and
strategic applications)
Historical Background & Development:
e 2006: Project approved by the Government of India.
e 2013-2018: Initial satellite launches.
o April 28, 2016: IRNSS-1G, the seventh satellite, was launched, completing the initial
NavIC constellation.
e July 1, 2023: ISRO launched NavIC-enabled L1 signal, improving access for mobile
devices and commercial applications.
NavIC Satellite Constellation:
The system consists of seven active satellites, placed in:
e Three satellites in geostationary orbits (GEO)
o Four satellites in geosynchronous orbits (GSO) at an inclination of 29°
Each satellite is equipped with atomic clocks and L5 & S-band frequency transmitters to
provide accurate positioning data.
Satellite Launch Date  Orbit Type
IRNSS-1A 1 July 2013 GSO
IRNSS-1B 4 April 2014 GSO
IRNSS-1C 16 October 2014 GEO
IRNSS-1D 28 March 2015 GSO
IRNSS-1E 20 January 2016 GSO
IRNSS-1F 10 March 2016 GSO

IRNSS-1G 28 April 2016 GEO
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IRNSS-11 12 April 2018 GEO (Replaced IRNSS-1A)

Advantages of NavIC:

v Independent & Indigenous: Ensures India's strategic autonomy in navigation and
reduces reliance on GPS.

v Better Accuracy: NavlC provides higher accuracy in India compared to GPS,
particularly in urban areas and remote locations.

v Stronger Signals: Works efficiently in hilly terrains, dense forests, and deep seas
where GPS may struggle.

v Disaster Management: Crucial for rescue operations, early warning systems, and
emergency response during natural disasters.

v Marine & Aviation Applications: Helps in fisheries tracking, maritime security, and
aviation navigation.

v Military & Defense Uses: Provides encrypted signals for military operations and border
security.

Recent Developments (2023-2024):

¢ NavlC-enabled smartphones: The Indian government mandated NavIC support in all
smartphones by 2025. Leading companies like Apple, Samsung, and Xiaomi are
incorporating NavIC receivers.

e Expansion of Constellation: ISRO is planning to expand NavIC to a global
navigation system, competing with GPS (USA), GLONASS (Russia), Galileo (EU),
and BeiDou (China).

e L1 Frequency Activation (July 2023): Enhances smartphone navigation,
emergency services, and commercial applications.

e NavIC in Vehicles (2024): Government made NavIC mandatory for commercial
vehicles under AlS-140 guidelines.

Comparison of NavIC with Other GNSS Systems:

: . . . GLONASS
Feature NavIC (India) GPS (USA) Galileo (EU) BeiDou (China) .
(Russia)
Regional (India
Coverage +1.500 km) Global Global Global Global
<5m (RS),
- < - -
Accuracy <10m (SPS) 5-10m Im 2-5m 5-10m
European China National Russian
Owned By ISRO (India) US Govt.  Space Space Space
Agency Administration Agency
No. of 7 (planrjed 31 30 35 24
Satellites  expansion)
g Open & Open & Open & . Open &
Availability Restricted Restricted Restricted Open & Restricted Restricted

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




Website: patrioticias.in

Telegram Channel: https://t. me/patrioticl AS

Beloved witness: the extraordinary
testimony of Manu Gandhi

Tridip Suhrud has translated the second volume of the diaries of Gandhi’s grandniece, starting on December 19, 1946, and ending the day after the

Mahatma’s assassination on January 30, 1948. It is a testimony which bears witness to Gandhi's innermost struggles in the last months of his life

|GS Paper I: Mahatma Gandhi |
Ananya Vajpeyi

he third section of the

Mundaka Upanishad is

important for our republic,

because the phrase “Satyameva
Jayate”, India’s national motto, occurs in
verse 6. But in Indian philosophy,
especially Vedanta, it is the first verse of
this section that is celebrated. It reads:
“Two birds, companions and friends,
perch on the very same tree. One of them
eats the fruit, the other, not eating, looks
on.” (MuU 3:1:1)

The commentarial tradition from
Shankara onwards explicates each word.
The two birds (dva suparna) are
respectively a consumer (bhogi) and a
witness (sakshi). One is engaged in eating,
the other in observing the first. These are
two conjoined (sayuja) aspects of being
that share a single tree (samanam
vriksham), interpreted as the body. One
actively partakes of the world, while the
other, perched alongside, watches,
friendly but not participating.

We should understand Mahatma
Gandhi (1869-1948) and Mridula ‘Manu’
Gandhi (1927-1969), his grandniece, as
akin to these two philosophically
luminous birds (Svetasvatara Upanishad
4:6 is identical). Gandhi acts; Manu bears
witness. The second volume of her
diaries, starting on December 19, 1946 in
Srirampur, and ending the day after
Nathuram Godse assassinated the
Mahatma at Birla House, New Delhi, has
been superbly edited, masterfully
introduced and flawlessly translated by
Tridip Suhrud.

Moral protagonist
This is the testimony of the second bird, a
witness not only to the principal events of

India’s history in those years, but also to
Gandhi’s innermost struggles with his
mind and body, his politics and sexuality,
his truth and nonviolence. It is an
altogether singular work. In our long
civilisational quest for self-knowledge,
there is no moral protagonist like Gandhi,
nor an intimate witness like Manu.

As creatures of fact rather than
metaphor, naturally they do not inhabit a
single body. But because both are equally
subject to the limits of bodily existence,
they must be taken as equals. They are
not similar at all — one is a man, the other
a woman; one is old (almost 80), the
other is young (almost 20); one is
world-famous, the other unknown
outside her family.

And yet, like the inseparable birds of
the Upanishadic verse, for the last five
years of Gandhi’s life from 1943 to 1948,
they are joined together in a single
experiential space. Manu’s diaries give us
access to what unfolds in this
metaphorical tree where the two birds
“nestle” (in Patrick Olivelle’s translation),
in a way that no one else, not even
Gandhi himself, could represent.

On almost any given day that Manu
documents, there is a striking
simultaneity of the historic and the
quotidian. On the one hand, an endless
procession of eminences coming and
going from wherever Gandhi happens to
be staying, all noted with a certain
familiarity that is at once startling and
understandable: Jawaharlal ji, Sardar
Dada, Rajendra Babu, Maulana ji, Khan
Sahib, Aruna Behn, Ghanshyamdas ji,
Jinnah Sahib, Rajkumari Behn, Kripalani
ji, Mira Behn, Rajaji, Vijay Lakshmi
Behn... besides numerous relatives and
ashram associates of Gandhi (and hence
of Manu too).

Tumultuous times

Hectic discussions with political leaders,
social activists, wealthy businessmen,
international press and state officials
cover the transfer of populations, the
resettlement of refugees, the integration
of princely states, widespread communal
violence and all manner of other headline
events in those tumultuous years of
Independence and Partition. Gandhi is
terribly unhappy with everything
unfolding around him.

Yet true to his character, through all of
the tumult engulfing India, he continues
to be almost absurdly meticulous about
spinning cotton, writing articles for
Harijan, fasting in protest, adjudicating
the minutest of quarrels between
members of his inner circle, reading and
praying, carrying on a voluminous
correspondence, monitoring the food
intake of his entourage, and obsessing
about his digestion and bowel
movements.

Punishing schedule

But in Bapu’s close proximity, Manu has
her immediate preoccupations, which
revolve around his diet and sleep, his
health and sickness, washing and darning
his clothes, preparing his meals,
massaging his head and feet, giving him
sponge baths and mud packs, all the
while trying to maintain a diary as
regularly as possible. She herself is
frequently besieged by nosebleeds and
fevers, abdominal pains and headaches,
and bouts of vomiting and dysentery.

A punishing schedule of relentless
travel, gruelling stress, extreme heat and
cold, combined with Gandhi’s exacting
demands that are as much spiritual as
physical, clearly take a toll on the young
woman. Yet she never expresses concern

for herself — her focus is always and only
Gandhi.

Gandhi introduces Manu to many
sceptical guests as his “nurse”. But then
he explains, for example to Lady
Mountbatten, visiting him at Bhangi
Niwas on July 5, 1947: “l am not only a
grandfather to her but also her mother. T
wish to cultivate the ideal that even a man
can become a mother.”

It's difficult to say what caused greater
discomfort even to the most loyal
Gandhians, and continues to provoke
contemporary readers: That he appointed
Manu as his chosen witness, or that he
appointed himself her mother? To tease
out the psychological ramifications of
these utterly disjunct relationships, and
make sense of his insistence on both roles
simultaneously, requires a profound
hermeneutics of testimony and of care,
outside the scope of this brief review.

On June 21, 1947, Gandhi was on his
way back from Haridwar where he and
Nehru met hundreds of distressed
Partition refugees. Manu records: “We left
for Delhi at 5:30. ... Bapuji, Panditji, and
were in the rear seat... He lay down in the
car around 6:15. His feet were in Panditji’s
lap and head in mine. What a wonderful
sight! ... This holy picture produced such
joy within me!”

On January 31, 1948, in her last entry,
she writes: “We reached the cremation
ground at 5:00 pm. There was such a
multitude of people that even standing
near the pyre was difficult. ... | wanted to
stay till the pyre burnt. But Sardar
brought me home. How would I enter the
room bereft of Bapu's presence?”

With the protagonist gone, his beloved
witness too, vanishes from view.

Ananya Vajpeyi is a Fellow at the Centre
for the Study of Developing Societies.

Beloved witness: the extraordinary testimony of Manu

Gandhi
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Tridip Suhrud has translated the second volume of the diaries of
Gandhi’s grandniece, starting on December 19, 1946, and ending the
day after the Mahatma’s assassination on January 30, 1948.

B gge o el S ol A eh & 3l F g@EY T3 F A
forar &, S 19 RRAaR 1946 @ & &1 30 Sadl 1948 F HgTcAT
FT & 39T T waTea g 21

e ltis atestimony which bears witness to Gandhi’s innermost struggles in the last months
of his life.

g Uk IIGTET & ST HAGICHT Imell & SiaeT & A AT & 3 gl gast =

IATE B
e The third section of the Mundaka Upanishad is important for our republic, because the
phrase “Satyameva Jayate”, India’s national motto, occurs in verse 6.

HUSH IUMAYE HT AT T §AR IR & [T Hgeaqol g, Fifeh 57 omer &
“FeIAT STIQ” aTFT, S AR T TS 32T I g, olieh 6 H 37TaT &

e The first verse of this section is celebrated in Indian philosophy, especially Vedanta.
=T WS & Ygall Wlidh ARAY &2, faw &9 & daia & gfdey &

e The verse reads: “Two birds, companions and friends, perch on the very same tree. One
of them eats the fruit, the other, not eating, looks on.” (MuU 3:1:1)

elih 38 YR g ‘@l gefl, el 3R AT, Uk & 98T WX 45 §1 3AH § Tk Bl Wiell
g, Stafeh g, foaTr @re, 3@er 17 (MuU 3:1:1)

e The two birds (dva suparna) are respectively a consumer (bhogi) and a witness (sakshi).
ar wel (gar guol) HAT: T 3usear (M) AR v g (@) g

e Oneis engaged in eating, the other in observing the first.
T uall W H AEd B, STafeh gET ggel 9al A dwEdr g

e These are two conjoined (sayuja) aspects of being that share a single tree (samanam
vriksham), interpreted as the body.

¥ HReTca & a Sf3 §U (FFS)) UEel & S Uoh & JaT (T gaf) W T g S
RR & & H greafa Far = g

e Gandhi acts; Manu bears witness.
MR e I §; A ITATEr et g

e The second volume of her diaries, starting on December 19, 1946 in Srirampur, and

ending the day after Nathuram Godse assassinated the Mahatma at Birla House,
New Delhi.

3% SR & gEN WS A 19 REaX 1946 1 ARHAY A Y& g, AYIRA M/ g@rT
HETCHT T &1 & ¢ favel e139, a1§ feelt & @A 8l &l

e Gandhi acts, and Manu bears witness.

arieh o e &, T O] ATy & ¥
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e On almost any given day, Manu’s diaries document a striking simultaneity of the historic
and the quotidian.

STeTaT TR ot feeT, vy 1 sl A e 3R dfde veasi & v srefady

gASISAT of 8l &1

e OnJuly 5, 1947, Gandhi explains to Lady Mountbatten: “l am not only a grandfather to
her but also her mother. | wish to cultivate the ideal that even a man can become a
mother.”

5 S[elT§ 1947 Y Il oISt A3cdesT & Hed & “H shael 38HI el Fié’rga% 3T
[ ol €1 o Ig e AR ear aredr g fo v qow o AT oo Fehdr B1”

e OnJune 21, 1947, Gandhi was on his way back from Haridwar where he and Nehru
met hundreds of distressed Partition refugees.

21 F[eT 1947 & I gREIR @ dile @ B, T80 opial IR AT Hehsl NS fsmerer
ROt & FHerehraT

e OnJanuary 31, 1948, in her last entry, Manu writes: “We reached the cremation ground
at 5:00 pm.”

31 Sadl 1948 I, 37eA TR gfAfse H AU] fo@dr & “gH 5:00 Tt AW AHAT €I
g

e Sardar brought Manu home, and she writes: “How would | enter the room bereft of
Bapu’s presence?”

AER & A I &R ggaran, AR ag forgeh & H o s fr 3ufeafa & sa3 7 Fa
EERIETTIN
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With the protagonist gone, his beloved witness too, vanishes from view.

AT & T ST & AT, 3THT T a7arg 9 €T ¥ IS g Iy gl

rotective |

aw exposes

domestic workers to abuse, says SC

GS Paper I: Society

GS Paper Il: Vulnerable Section of Societ
) Madas Rajagopal

_ NEW DELHI

Anguished by the years of
abuse an impoverished tri-
bal woman from Chhattis-
garh suffered as a domestic
worker in the national cap-
ital and neighbouring ci-
ties, the Supreme Court on
Wednesday directed the
Union government to work
on bringing a law to pro-
tect this burgeoning but
unorganised  workforce
from exploitation.

“The simple reason for
this harassment and ram-
pant abuse, which seems
to be prevalent throughout
the country, is the legal va-
cuum which exists vis-a-vis
the rights and protection
of domestic workers... As a
result, they frequently en-
dure low wages, unsafe en-
vironments, and extended
hours without effective re-
course,” the court ob-
served in a judgment.

A Bench of Justices Su-

Y

Alegal framework can help to
uphold the rights of domestic
workers, says court.

rya Kant and Ujjal Bhuyan
ordered the Centre to form
an inter-ministerial com-
mittee to “consider the de-
sirability of recommending
a legal framework for the
benefit, protection and
regulation of the rights of
domestic workers”.

The committee must
comprise experts from the
Ministries of Labour, Wo-
men and Child Develop-

ment, Law and Justice and
Social Justice and Empo-
werment. The report of the
committee must be placed
before the Union govern-
ment in six months, after
which the Centre would
decide on the necessity of
a law for domestic work-
ers, who were mainly
wormen.

Justice Kant, who wrote
the judgment, said the lack
of a Central law was indeed
avacuum.

State laws

The court drew attention
to States such as Tamil Na-
du, Maharashtra and Kera-
la which had not waited for
a Central law but took the
initiative to enact their
laws to safeguard domestic
workers. These three
States had constituted spe-
cialised bodies under their
respective laws to adminis-
ter various social security
benefits, maternity and
childcare, education assis-

workers to abuse, says SC
T FEAART Y F&T F fAT Feer Hr FAr 308 Mwor F wfax
I T §, T A

tance, and medical ex-
pense reimbursement, etc.

The court noted that
multiple attempts were
made in the past to bring a
Central law to protect
domestic workers, from
the Domestic Workers
(Conditions of Employ-
ment) Bill of 1959 to the
Domestic Workers (Regula-
tion of Work and Social Se-

curity) Bill of 2017. None of N
these proposed laws were §

enacted.
Justice Kant said the de-

mand for domestic work- |

ers was mounting in India
in consonance with rapid
urbanisation.  However,

this indispensable work- F
force remained the most |
vulnerable to abuse. Not-

ing that, “Domestic work-
ers often belong to margi-
nalised communities, such
as Scheduled Castes, Sche-
duled Tribes, Other Back-
ward Classes, and Eco-
nomically Weaker
Sections.”

] S LS DA 3 i - .
1 Mahatma Gandhi, Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan, Mridula Sarabhai and

Lack of a
protective law
exposes domestic

Anguished by the years of abuse an impoverished tribal woman from
Chhattisgarh suffered as a domestic worker in the national capital and
neighbouring cities, the Supreme Court on Wednesday directed the
Union government to work on bringing a law to protect this
burgeoning but unorganised workforce from exploitation.

Sdierg A1 T T feardt Afger g wdT e AR s
F UE A W FHAIR & T A Al dh U MNYOT F ARAT g,
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FNA FIE A TUAR H Fg WEFR FT 58 doil ¥ q6a Afhet Ir7arfoa
FRTAT I AMYOT F T4 F AT FET a@ W FH F H1 Qe f&@=m

The simple reason for this harassment and rampant abuse, which seems to be
prevalent throughout the country, is the legal vacuum regarding the rights and
protection of domestic workers. As a result, they frequently endure low wages,
unsafe environments, and extended hours without effective recourse, the court
observed in a judgment.

58 3cfiser AR SATIF AT T FET FROT P A A Wef HFAIRT & AAFRE AR
FR&TT 1 AL FfeAT AedalT §| TROUMACTET, I 3FET FH AT, HGIAT ararawor iR
a9 FF "2 S 8, S IS gardt AT FE7 8T, 3eiad o 39 hae J Jg
feoquotr |

A Bench of Justices Surya Kant and Ujjal Bhuyan ordered the Centre to form an
inter-ministerial committee to consider the desirability of recommending a legal
framework for the benefit, protection, and regulation of the rights of domestic
workers.

e gF Fia AR oore oFAr i N A dg WHR I AHaR-FAred wfAfa afsa
el T IS 1T, S Ee HIAIART & arer, & 3R 3a7% Ffawnt & Rfawa s
oI FTefeY BT 1 FABIRET ¥ & 3Maegehal W IR S

The committee must comprise experts from the Ministries of Labour, Women and
Child Development, Law and Justice, and Social Justice and Empowerment. The
report of the committee must be placed before the Union government in six months,
after which the Centre would decide on the necessity of a law for domestic workers, who
are mainly women.

ARSI td AVFRAT Jea & [FAva @ g a@fa fr R o 7=
¥ oy g TER & THET T A e, oEd are Fn '] FHN, S R g
w0 § Afgare § & AU FfT & snagsar W AT oem)

Justice Kant, who wrote the judgment, said the lack of a Central law was indeed a
vacuum.

e Fid, Segia T8 e foar, 3 g1 & Fha sega 7 sequirafa avaa &
TF AT o

State laws
TS FIelel

The court drew attention to States such as Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, and Kerala,
which had not waited for a Central law but took the initiative to enact their own laws
to safeguard domestic workers.

3fered = affdarg, AERISE AR I S T A AR e R T, Siegler
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FNT FTT T TeheT BFT AT el FAIRE H GET F AT AR FF F FeT A9
Loy

e These three States had constituted specialised bodies under their respective laws
to administer various social security benefits, maternity and childcare, education
assistance, and medical expense reimbursement, etc.

ST olieT UL A 379A-379e1 Flofeil & g Ay FEATe afsa &1 &, s e amnfas
& &1, ATqged AR arer S@errer, e wergan, 3 RAfrcwr sar wfagfef snfe =
& Al g

e The court noted that multiple attempts were made in the past to bring a Central law to
protect domestic workers, from the Domestic Workers (Conditions of Employment)

Bill of 1959 to the Domestic Workers (Regulation of Work and Social Security) Bill
of 2017. None of these proposed laws were enacted.

eTed o e R i 1950 & e FEIR (VSR @1 o) fdas & A=< 2017
F W FHR (FE Afges sk amfos geam) fdws 9, acdla 7 75 g
mmﬁ,mmﬁmmmﬁawmaﬁgm

e Justice Kant said the demand for domestic workers was mounting in India in
consonance with rapid urbanisation. However, this indispensable workforce
remained the most vulnerable to abuse.

AT FTd A gl & Aol { qgq ATAFIT & TTY 7R H B FIHIART AT AT 96
T &1 greliioh, g IARErd Frdae Mwor & 9fy waw 3o+ waeereler o= g3n gl

o Domestic workers often belong to marginalised communities, such as Scheduled
Castes, Scheduled Tribes, Other Backward Classes, and Economically Weaker
Sections.

TR FHANR 3 IR W AlSg el & 30 §, o & s snfa, segfRe
Steronta, 30 o a9 3k s & & FAeR a9

TOPICS COVERED (PCS Special)

1. J&K Rifles, Delhi Police Best Marching Contingents / J&K
g, Redt g wdas i Fdoe

2. Maharashtra reports two Guillain-Barrédeaths, 16 fresh cases /
#AgRTse A Afoga-R @ & #ld, 16 Av AAS FHS 3T

3. 87 families shifted from Rajouri village, no new case reported /

TSR T @ 87 URART F TAAEART fFAT AT, FIS AT AT
AT T AT
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J&K Rifles, Delhi Police
best marching contingents

NEW DELHI

The marching contingent
from the Army’s J&K Rifles
regiment was adjudged
the best among the three
Services while Delhi Police
was adjudged the best
marching contingent from
among the Central Armed
Police Forces and other
auxiliary forces at the
Republic Day parade.
Among the tableaux,
Uttar Pradesh, which
showcased the Maha
Kumbh, with the theme

PCS |
The Hindu Bureau “Swarnim Bharat: Virasat

aur Vikas”, bagged the
first spot.

Tripura’s tableau,
themed “Eternal
Reverence: the Worship of
14 Deities in Tripura -
Kharchi Puja”, came
second, while Andhra
Pradesh’s “Etikoppaka
Bommalu - Eco-friendly
Wooden Toys” stood third.
The tableau from the
Ministry of Tribal Affairs,
“Janjatiya Gaurav Varsh”,
was declared the best
among Central Ministries
and departments.

J&K Rifles, Delhi Police Best
Marching Contingents

J&K Tgwel, feeelt gfew wdass
AT HElelec

J&K Rifles was adjudged the best
among the three Services.

J&K TBwal &1 e Jart A gaiss
NRT AT T=4mi

e Delhi Police was adjudged the best marching
contingent from among the Central Armed Police
Forces and other auxiliary forces at the Republic Day
parade.

el gferw o1 Fdr werer gfaw &l 3k 3=

TETIh dell H A0raq fRaw N & gadse afa fFar )

Among the Tableaux

Ty H

o Uttar Pradesh with the theme “Swarnim Bharat: Virasat aur Vikas” bagged the first
spot for showcasing the Maha Kumbh.

3 ToU o "FEOH HRd: e 3R e v & ary Agge B geiRid we

gl TYUTeT Ured foham|

o Tripura’s tableau, themed “Eternal Reverence: Worship of 14 Deities - Kharchi
Puja,” came second.

P & LaalFw, "AMRAT HSUT: 14 SaaI3i H Y - el g v & 6Ty gu
T 9o faha|

o Andhra Pradesh’s tableau on “Etikoppaka Bommalu - Eco-friendly Wooden Toys”
stood third.

Y Y3A F TqATFH "TIARIATH THAT - AR § & TS Fohdr & el oF
T T wrea e
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Ministry of Tribal Affairs' tableau, “Janjatiya Gaurav Varsh,” was declared the best
among Central Ministries and departments.

TAATANT FF AATTT HT STAFH, "STATAIT G T T he I AATerA! 3T TN H

Fag~s Mg fmar aram)
Maharashtra reports
two Guillain-Barré
deaths, 16 fresh cases

The total number of cases mounts to 127, with 20 on ventilator; Health

Department of the Sangli Municipal Corporation put on a high alert

[pcs

Snehal Mutha
MUMBAI

wo deaths from
T Guillain-Barré Syn-
drome (GBS) and 16

fresh suspected cases were
reported in Pune and oth-
er districts, the Public
Health Department said on
Wednesday.

The total number of cas-
es mounted to 127 from the
111 till January 28.

A total of 23 patients are
from the Pune Municipal
Corporation area, 73 from
newly integrated villages
within its limits, 13 from
the Pimpri-Chinchwad
Municipal Corporation li-
mits, nine from Pune’s ru-
ral areas and nine from
other districts in Maha-
rashtra.

Nearly 20 patients are
on ventilator, show data of
the Integrated Disease Sur-
veillance Programme
by the Public Health
Department

At least six suspected
cases came to light in San-
gli district on Wednesday
and they have been admit-
ted to various private hos-
pitals in Sangli.

Emergency preparedness: Beds kept ready to accommodate GBS
patients at Kamla Nehru Hospital in Pune. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

“Six patients have sus-
pected GBS, but nothing to
worry about as all these pa-
tients are from different
areas. If all the cases are
from one place, then only
we can say it is an out-
break. However, we are
checking the background
and whether they tra-
velled,” District Civil Surge-
on, Sangli, Vikramsinh Ka-
dam told The Hindu.

The six patients were
hospitalised in the last six
days, the doctor said.

Three patients have
been found in the Chinta-
mani Nagar, Mardawadi,
and Gudmudshingi areas
of Sangli, two are from ru-
ral Sangli, and one is from

the Kolhapur border area.

The Sangli Municipal
Corporation’s Health De-
partment has been put on
high alert.

The Health Department
has sent 121 stool samples
to the National Institute of
Virology Pune, all tested
for enteric virus panel.
Twenty-one samples are
positive for Norovirus, and
are positive for Campylo-
bacter.

Among 25 cerebrospinal
fluid samples, one tested
positive for Epstein-Barr
virus.

All 200 blood samples
have tested negative for Zi-
ka, Dengue, and
Chikungunya.

Maharashtra reports two
Guillain-Barré deaths, 16
fresh cases

AErre & fAfora-R ¥ a
A, 16 AT ATHS FHA
T

The total number of cases mounts
to 127, with 20 on ventilator; Health
Department of the Sangli Municipal
Corporation put on a high alert

Tl AT T TEAT 127 7 TS T,
e ¥ 20 dfeder W & wiaren

TR fAare & FareeT Qo & g8
o€ I TR

Two Deaths from Guillain-Barré
Syndrome (GBS) and 16 Fresh
Suspected Cases in Pune

TFaa-R A (GBS) ¥ ar Akt 3ilx
g0t & 16 AT WieTe AW

e  The Public Health Department
reported on Wednesday that two deaths
occurred due to Guillain-Barré
Syndrome (GBS) and 16 fresh
suspected cases were found in Pune
and other districts.

i fas Ty s 3 gurar H
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9T % JEAa-R g (GBS) A &Y Al g% 3R 16 Aiv Wy Amre qor 3R
forat & arv 9wy
e The total number of cases has increased to 127 from 111 as recorded till January 28.
Tl ATHA! FT FEAT FAad 28 Teh 111 F TG 127 81 718 &
e Area-wise case distribution:
SFaR AT ST FaoT:
o Pune Municipal Corporation: 23 cases
qot R fare: 23 wET
o Newly integrated villages within Pune limits: 73 cases
qot "1 & T TR AE: 73 A
o Pimpri-Chinchwad Municipal Corporation limits: 13 cases
Rad-fRgas For @[ a9 13 A
o Pune’s rural areas: 9 cases
qor JrHIOT & 9 AT
o Other districts in Maharashtra: 9 cases
AERTSE & 37 e 9 A

o Nearly 20 patients are on ventilator, as per the Integrated Disease Surveillance
Programme data.

aarsrar 20 AT ARAT W §, whipd Mr fAIRTN FdwA & Miehst & AR

e Sangli District: Six suspected cases were found on Wednesday, and all were
admitted to private hospitals in Sangli.

FiTelt fore: qUaR 1 o7 WiFH AR A v, AR el @ S sreddrat 7 s
1T 97T
o Dr. Vikramsinh Kadam, District Civil Surgeon, Sangli, stated that there is no need to

worry as these patients are from different areas. The background and travel history of
patients are being checked.

1. Al sea, oo AR doia, Fere o Fgr 5 Rar & :1§ Twa adie
T & AU IeAT-3raT & @ ¢ Al gesfA AR amEr i v S oo
W El

e Sangli Case Distribution:
Tl AT T fAdqorT:
o Three patients from Chintamani Nagar, Mardawadi, and Gudmudshingi
areas.

e 7l Ramfor R, AesEE sk qeasfieh aEi @ &
o Two patients from rural Sangli.

&Y 78S areior ARTE @ §
o One patient from the Kolhapur border area.

TF A FlegTX AT 87 T
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e The Sangli Municipal Corporation’s Health Department is on high alert.
TS IR AT T TaEeT 9T g€ 3ree 9T 2

e The Health Department has sent 121 stool samples to the National Institute of
Virology (NIV) Pune.

AT AT 121 A & AR AT SEEICYE 36 arRara (NIV) gorr fs &
e Findings from Samples:
Tt ¥ e farsa:
o 21 samples tested positive for Norovirus.
21 T AREARRE & ToU FHFRIHF 91T 1T
o Some samples tested positive for Campylobacter.
TS A HiPqardTel & [T FHRICHF TIT 7T

o Among 25 cerebrospinal fluid samples, one tested positive for Epstein—-Barr
virus.

25 MENEIFAST Fo[gs AHaAl H ¥ T TIREIA-IR a-H & ToIU FHRIcHS I
T
o All 200 blood samples tested negative for Zika, Dengue, and Chikungunya.

Feft 200 T 7@ fo, 97 3R RFaerfaar & fov arens ae 77|
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87 families shifted
from Rajouri village,
no new case reported

[Pcs |
The Hindu Bureau
SRINAGAR

Eighty-seven families of
Rajouri’s Badhal village,
where 17 people had died
of mysterious illness in the
past two months, were
shifted to makeshift facili-
ties at the district head-
quarters, officials said on
Wednesday.

“To mitigate the situa-
tion and prevent further
casualties, 87 families com-
prising 364 individuals
were shifted from Badhal
village to Rajouri. These fa-
milies are currently
housed at the Government
Nursing College, the Go-
vernment Boys Higher Se-
condary School, and the
Government Medical Col-
lege, Rajouri, and are un-
der observation,” a govern-
ment spokesman said.

The official said “com-
prehensive arrangements”
were put in place to ensure
the comfort and safety of
the affected families.

According to the author-
ities, the affected village
was showing encouraging
mitigation signs. “No new
case of illness has been re-
ported among the resi-
dents of Badhal village
since January 24,” the offi-
cial said.

Seventeen locals have
died and 31 have fallen ill in
the village since December

i’
Z

J&K Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah during a visit to
Badhal in Rajouri district. PTi

7,2024.

The families were being
being provided with food,
water, baby food, sanitary
items, medicines, clothing
and other daily necessities
and were under close mon-
itoring of the doctors and
district administration, the
official said.

An on-site medical
team, comprising three
doctors and six paramed-
ics, was on duty round the
clock. Critical care ambu-
lances were stationed at
the venues, he added.

“Meals are prepared in
kitchens under CCTV sur-
veillance, with food sam-
ples sent for testing at NFL
Ghaziabad and Patoli Food
Testing Lab, Jammu,” the
official said.
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87 families shifted from Rajouri village,
Nno new case reported

TS amg @ 87 gRaRT # Fa=EaRa
fRaT IT, IS AT ATHT WA AT 3T

Families Shifted from Badhal Village in Rajouri

TS & T8 a9 ¥ IRERY A TAEERT Far =

o Eighty-seven families of Badhal village, Rajouri were
shifted to makeshift facilities after 17 people died due to a
mysterious illness in the past two months.

ISINT @ &SgIeT aia #1817 GRaRT &1 e glaer Fgt#
EITAITRT 3T 137, F9ifa e gt #gar & 17 alant #r
EETHI HART & Heg & T3 ofl)

e To prevent further casualties, 364 individuals were
moved to Rajouri and housed at the Government Nursing
College, Government Boys Higher Secondary School, and
Government Medical College, Rajouri.

3% Fal F Apa & v 364 gfFaal i TGt 7
TGS RN AF5C ¥l FN ATAAC AT Fider, WAk #
BETIT T/

e The affected families are under observation with
comprehensive arrangements for their comfort and safety.

gfac GRaRT @1 GRET FN GIAUT 3 [0 SqraE SqaedT ¥
T8 @ T &

e The authorities reported that no new illness cases have been recorded in Badhal
village since January 24.

TITRTT & FATIT [ 24 Seda’t & qIg TSIeT 7T H FI$ FIT AHET g5t AT 33T 13w/
e Since December 7, 2024, 17 people have died and 31 have fallen ill in the village.
7 fRFaT 2024 & 7T A 17 & F Heg 81 gH & R 3L AT AR G &1
e The families are being provided with food, water, baby food, sanitary items,
medicines, clothing, and other daily necessities.

HTTRTHATT 3GcIstT FHXT5 ST @) &/
e The situation is under close monitoring by doctors and the district administration.

fEfa &t siFexl 3 fAar semae ganT #3 AR A T@r 2T &)
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e An on-site medical team of three doctors and six paramedics is working round the
clock.

dier siere’] 3 BF INIARFE I va Jia-arge Af3Ha & gidial g FrRa &

e Critical care ambulances have been stationed at the locations.
THW SGHTeT CFAe Al G AeAlT F TF 8

e Meals are being prepared under CCTV surveillance, and food samples are sent for
testing at NFL Ghaziabad and Patoli Food Testing Lab, Jammu.

31577 CCTV RaRTet # J4R) f3T ST 6T &, 31k &1gF 77 Gi87or @ felv NFL amfaamane i
geleft gz 2ffear da, 7 35t 57 <8 81
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