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Home Ministry asks States to
prevent improper depiction
of the State Emblem of India

|GS Paper I: Art and Culture |

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Union Home Ministry
has asked State govern-
ments to prevent the mis-
use and improper depic-
tion of the State Emblem of
India emphasising that the
Lion Capital logo is incom-
plete without the motto —
Satyamev Jayate — in Deva-
nagari script.

“It has been brought to
notice of this Ministry that
various government agen-
cies which are using the
State Emblem of India on
their stationery, publica-
tions, seals, vehicles, build-
ings, websites etc., often
omit the motto “Satyame-
va Jayate” and are only
depicting the profile of the
Lion Capital. Further, the
design is not in conformity
with the design set out in
the Appendix I & Il of the

The Home Minist
further said that the
State Emblem is the
official seal of the
Government of India

Schedule of the State Em-
blem of India (Prohibition
of Improper Use) Act,
2005,” the Ministry said in
a letter to the Chief Secre-
taries of the States.

The State Emblem is in-
complete without the mot-
to ‘Satyameva Jayate’ in-
scribed (in  Devanagari
script) below the profile of
the Lion Capital. Incom-
plete display of the State
Emblem is a violation of
the aforesaid Act, the Mi-
nistry said in the letter.

The Ministry further
said that the State Emblem
is the official seal of the Go-
vernment of India, an

adaptation from the Sar-
nath Lion Capital of Asho-
ka.

The Emblem consists of
the profile of the Lion Cap-
ital showing three Lions
mounted on the abacus,
with a Dharma Chakra in
the Centre, a bull on the
right, a galloping horse on
the left and outlines of
Dharma Chakras on the ex-
treme right and left with
the motto ‘Satyameva
Jayate’ written in Devana-
gari script below the pro-
file of the Lion Capital.

“It may be noted that
the use of the State Em-
blem of India is restricted
to the authorities/purposes
specified in the State Em-
blem of India (Prohibition
of Improper Use) Act, 2005
and the State Emblem of
India (Regulation of Use)
Rules, 2007,” the Ministry
said.

Home Ministry asks States to
prevent improper depiction of
the State Emblem of India

e AT o Al @ HRT &
T Yol &1 e oo
UFha HT Fal

Union Home Ministry's Directive on Misuse
of State Emblem

F% WER T T Teliw & goudr v e

e The Union Home Ministry has asked State
governments to prevent the misuse and
improper depiction of the State Emblem of
India, emphasizing that the Lion Capital logo
is incomplete without the motto "Satyamev

Jayate" in Devanagari script. **hg TIHR &
6 HICT o Tod WHRT d HRA & T[T
Yol & GEIANT 3R e fRA=or 1 Aot &

fore =gt &, I8 SR & gU & R F Rrew F7 e e “wegdts s & aganrd
fafr & o foam 3 81

The Ministry stated that various government agencies using the emblem on stationery,
publications, seals, vehicles, buildings, and websites often omit the motto

"Satyamev Jayate" and depict only the profile of the Lion Capital. #ITelT o Farl fh
faffes Tl woifar S veeerdl, gamereT, FRI, atee, 1At 3R d9wTse W Tl &
3TN FA &, IHFR "TeIAT FAIA" & AR I D15 &t & 3R Fae W & Rreq &t

WeEd @ g

The Ministry highlighted that this improper depiction violates the State Emblem of India
(Prohibition of Improper Use) Act, 2005. H#ITaT & Jg Tqse foham foh 38 Iread RFor
T AR & T el (U i QFam) sfafaaer, 2005 1 3eciae gidr gl

The State Emblem is the official seal of the Government of India, adapted from the
Sarnath Lion Capital of Ashoka. TT el HRT FIHR &I HTEHIRG e &, o
FAMF & TRAY W F AT F 3eqgfad har ar g

The emblem consists of the profile of the Lion Capital showing three lions mounted on
the abacus, with a Dharma Chakra in the center, a bull on the right, a galloping horse
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on the left, and outlines of Dharma Chakras on the extreme right and left. Iciier # A &
Rre &1 stereer 8, Freed dfier A% aftrsere ) W% g & A A et ad i
S0 TR 3WaR €137, 3R 31 &¢ 3R &0 o &3 T3 T TRA g
o Below the profile of the Lion Capital, the motto "Satyamev Jayate" is inscribed in
Devanagari script. 3R & Req & NHEET F AR "TIAT FAIA” FT ART a9y fafr
# for@r = gl
e The Ministry emphasized that the use of the State Emblem is restricted to the

authorities and purposes specified in the State Emblem of India (Prohibition of
Improper Use) Act, 2005 and the State Emblem of India (Regulation of Use) Rules,

2007. AFTET & Ig SR &ar & Tor weltes &7 39T 37 Wifdaui 3R 3¢geal a&
AT § S HRT & T gelieh (GFuArer 1 Asvyre) sfafazs, 2005 3R T &
TS i (39T &1 RAfease) @Fw, 2007 &7 @Afese &

‘El Salvador to accept ‘El Salvador to accept deportees
deportees from U.S.
of any nationality’

AGS Paper I: World History |

SAN SALVADOR

U.S. Secretary of State Mar-
co Rubio left El Salvador on
Tuesday with an agree-
ment from that country’s
President to accept depor-
tees from the U.S. of any
nationality, including vio-
lent American criminals
now imprisoned in the Un-
ited States.

“We can send them, and
he will put them in his
jails,” Mr. Rubio said of mi-
grants of all nationalities
detained in the U.S. “And,
he’s also offered to do the
same for dangerous crimi-
nals currently in custody
and serving their sentenc-
es in the United States even
though they are U.S. citi-
zens or legal residents.”

Marco Rubio

After Mr. Rubio spoke, a
U.S. official said Mr.
Trump’s Republican admi-
nistration had no current
plans to try to deport
American citizens but
called Mr. Bukele’s offer
significant. The U.S. go-
vernment cannot deport
American citizens, and
such a move would be met
with legal challenges.

from U.S. of any nationality’

‘3T FledsR ARG & frdr sft
T & fAafat #1 wfer Few

U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio's Agreement with
El Salvador

IANET F Ay 70 Al oA F1 v TeaER & Iy
AT

. On Tuesday, U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio
left EI Salvador with an agreement from the country’s
President to accept deportees from the U.S. of any
nationality, including violent American criminals now

imprisoned in the United States. HITIAR &I, 3ARFT &

facer #3T ATl 3RAT v WeaER & Uk @HET & @Y
die foae ¢or & wseufa & AR & fhelr ofr asdrar
& a9d A AT AN A TSR FA Bl GHSIAT FhT,
forast ffas AR el o enfiier & S a9 wged

T AR #F He gl
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Mr. Rubio stated, “We can send them, and he will put them in his jails.” ¥fe=T & e,
§H 3e¢ Aol Tohd g, AR dg 3e¢ Tell Sl 7 G |"

e The President of El Salvador also offered to accept dangerous criminals currently in
custody and serving sentences in the U.S., even if they are U.S. citizens or legal

residents. Tl HedlBR & TSCUTT o Ig 8 urdrd f&ar fF 3 @aeie 3raRuferay &y
A TR T S aTAT A HIFT Ao ARG A BIaa & § 3N 396 Far #e

W €, der &1 3 AR Al a1 et ard g
o After Mr. Rubio spoke, a U.S. official clarified that the Trump Republican
administration had no current plans to deport American citizens but acknowledged

that Mr. Bukele’s offer was significant. 3[eal & I & d1G, Teh JARFT FAERT oF
Tose fRar Tk v Rufsassr wemaa & o AR ARt & Haffia s fr FI5
TAATT IS LT §, Afhed 3o5iel gl $T IFATT Aea Yol T

e The U.S. government cannot deport American citizens, and such a move would face

legal challenges. 3ARFT TIHR IANAT ARIRS 1 AT A& R Fara, 3T vl
HNATS ! Flefelt AT 1 WHAT FAT I3

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper Il: Pality, Governance, and International
Relations)

1. PM slams Opposition in LS, mocks Kejriwal / 9T#3T &

AFTT H RAYsT 9T gHaT FAT, Faarer ST 398 33T
2. HC should get first shot at pleas on UAPA amendment,
says SC/ JudiT M W IIRAFEHT W FEHIC H Iga

goAdTs FI6Al AT, FHA FIC FT a9
3. Will Resolve Governor-T.N. Govt. Tussle in the Spirit of the
Constitution, Says SC / TsIUTA-ARAATg TR F THUT HI

gfaeme @y o1 A g F: gHA FIE

4. The U.S.’s WHO exit, a chance to reshape global health /
AR FT WHO § I1eT feherarr, ARas T &1 qa: AR
gl FT HTW
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5. India-Indonesia ties as a beacon for global relations / #Xd-

SR gar dRge 9wl F AT vF qHREdH & T A

6. Learning steps / @@a & 0T

7. Cess and Surcharge Continue to Shrink States’ Tax Share /

A 3 =TT TAT & HT BET ) TMaR FH FT E© &

PM slams Opposition in LS, mocks Kejriwal

|GS Paper II: Polity |

Nistula Hebbar
NEW DELHI

On the eve of polling in the
national capital, Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi
launched a scathing attack
on the Opposition in the
Lok Sabha.

Mr. Modi said, unlike
others, his government
“lived the spirit of the Con-
stitution”, saving public
funds for development
rather than building a
“Sheesh Mahal (grand pa-
lace)” — a dig at former
Delhi Chief Minister and
AAP chief Arvind Kejriwal.

Responding to the de-
bate on the Motion of
Thanks to the President for

The Prime Minister
said, unlike others
his government

‘lived the spirit
of the Constitution’

her address to both Hous-
es of Parliament, Mr. Modi
laid out his government’s
record on development,
stating that “it is only our
third term”, and exuding
confidence in his political
authority.

“Some parties are like
AAPda (disaster) for the fu-
ture of the youth,” he said.

He added that while his
government’s  schemes
saved lot of money, it was

not used to build a ‘Sheesh
Mahal’, a reference to Mr.
Kejriwal’s renovation of his
residence as Chief Minister.

Noting that his govern-
ment had plugged leakages
in the disbursal of welfare
funds to the poor, he took a
dig at Congress MP Rahul
Gandhi, saying that those
who entertain themselves
by getting photo sessions
done in huts of the poor
will find the talk about the
poor in Parliament boring.
This was an allusion to Mr.
Gandhi’s comments after
President’s Droupadi Mur-
mu’s address to the joint
Houses of Parliament on
Friday.

The Prime Minister ad-

ded that while his govern-
ment lived the spirit of the
Constitution guiding the In-
dian state, “some people
are openly speaking the
language of urban naxals”.
Those who “declare a war”
against the Indian state can
neither understand the
Constitution nor the coun-
try’s unity, he asserted.
This too was a reference to
Mr. Gandhi’s comments
last month that his party
was “now fighting the BJP,
the RSS, and the Indian
state itself”.

CONTINUED ON

» PAGE 10
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PM slams
Opposition in LS,
mocks Kejriwal

YA o AhaHT
# fager 9T gHen
T, Feiarer FT
3YeTd 3sH™AT

On the eve of polling in
the national capital,
Prime Minister

Narendra Modi launched a scathing attack on the Opposition in the
Lok Sabha.

AET TSTUTA! F AAGHT A g FEAT T, TUTTHA alig ANQ o AT
# fger @ o gaver R

Mr. Modi said, unlike others, his government “lived the spirit of the Constitution”,
saving public funds for development rather than building a “Sheesh Mahal (grand
palace)” — a dig at former Delhi Chief Minister and AAP chief Arvind Kejriwal.

A A A Fgr T qEA F A, ST THR AU F HGAT F HTET FE FIA
g, IR e § v gaafas aa o §, 999 sa% o ofier Agar samar Sv —

Ig oo & q@ gegsa 3R v gqw rfde Fedare X et |

Responding to the debate on the Motion of Thanks to the President, Mr. Modi laid
out his government’s record on development, stating that “it is only our third term”,
and exuding confidence in his political authority.
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gl & AHANOT W yegarg TFad 1 T6H T J99 49 O, A ALY A 30
THER & fawra Rais w1 geqd fhar 3R wer & "I Faa gard fad arl @, 31k
gl 39 Teefad Rufa W R{eara sanm|

e “Some parties are like AAPda (disaster) for the future of the youth,” he said.
"F& uIfear i & AT F AT 39ET (AAPda) S § 3T FEl
e He added that while his government’s schemes saved a lot of money, it was not

used to build a 'Sheesh Mahal', a reference to Mr. Kejriwal’s renovation of his
residence as Chief Minister.

ﬁﬁwmmﬁsmmﬁmﬁ#ﬁaﬂmw,ms@"aﬁarm'
T # @ A frar o, 9 geaEl F w9 & A Fediare & A & adfsiaor
Fr 3 SART AT

¢ Noting that his government had plugged leakages in the disbursal of welfare funds
to the poor, he took a dig at Congress MP Rahul Gandhi, saying that those who
entertain themselves by getting photo sessions done in huts of the poor will find
the talk about the poor in Parliament boring.

ngcﬁ:mmﬁmﬁmvmﬂm#ﬁawﬁaﬁmﬁ
Taf3l 1 AHT ¥, 3o FIAW FiHG gl AN WX Feret fhar 3R wer TS @
et A AU F Bler WA FEAET g FT AARST FQ §, 3o GGG A IET W
4T 3915 9|

e This was an allusion to Mr. Gandhi’s comments after President Droupadi Murmu’s
address to the joint Houses of Parliament on Friday.

I8 YFAR F Tegufa glud) 73] & §UE & Al Weall Y WA F arg ot ameht Ay
feoquf} T 3R Fohd T

e The Prime Minister added that while his government lived the spirit of the
Constitution guiding the Indian state, “some people are openly speaking the
language of urban naxals”.

YUTAHA o 3T FgT i IR THR AT A $1a=T HT Il HT @ § S SR
TS FT AvGHT FIA §, Afhed "F& @1 GAAA IaeT dAaqfadl Fr s ST @
A

e Those who “declare a war” against the Indian state can neither understand the
Constitution nor the country’s unity, he asserted.

S AT AR T F ems g F Ayow FAQ §, 9 T o WU @ w@w
g €3 o & &er Y vawdar &), 3egia AN SHT Fel

e This too was a reference to Mr. Gandhi’s comments last month that his party was
“now fighting the BJP, the RSS, and the Indian state itself”.

Iz o Red Ada o0 amely Y 39 Rogoft i1 30T Toha a1 T 3aehr 9rel " 31 e,
IRTHTH 3 TaF HRAT ToT & o W &1
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HC should get first
shot at pleas on UAPA
amendment, says SC

[GS Paper II: Violation of FR, Judicial Review |

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday said petitions
challenging the 2019
amendment in the Unlaw-
ful Activities (Prevention)
Act (UAPA) that confers the
Centre with “discretionary,
unfettered and unbound
powers” to categorise a
person as a ‘terrorist’,
must be first heard and de-
cided by the High Court.

A Bench headed by
Chief Justice of India Sanjiv
Khanna said the High
Court must have the first
opportunity to apply its
mind to the problem.

The petitioners, includ-
ing Delhi resident Sajal
Awasthi, urged the Bench
to have one High Court,
preferably Delhi, hear the
petitions.

The Bench said it would
upload its order on Febru-

ary 5.

Fundamental rights

The petitioners said the
amended law allowed the
state to freely encroach
upon the fundamental
rights of dignity, free

Fundamental Rights

speech, and reputation. It
highlighted how the law
could be used to bring dis-
repute to a person, and
even worse, rob him or her
liberty. The heavy burden
to prove the state machin-
ery wrong would lie on the
person, they said.

“The Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Amendment
Act, 2019, seeks to substan-
tially modify Chapter VI of
the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act, 1967, and
Section 35 and 36 therein.
The new Section 35 of the
UAPA Act, 1967, empowers
the Central government to
categorise any individual
as ‘terrorist’ and add name
of such a person in Sche-
dule 4 of the Act,” Mr.
Awasthi had contended.

The petition said the
right to reputation was an
intrinsic part of fundamen-
tal right to life with dignity
under Article 21 of the Con-
stitution, and tagging an in-
dividual a “terrorist” even
before the commencement
of trial or any application
of judicial mind over it, did
not amount to following of
“procedure established by
law”.

Uyl
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HC should get first shot at pleas on UAPA
amendment, says SC

Judiv Fees W ATR_ABIT W FEHIE i
Ugd GAdIS FlAl AT, FHA I FT A

The Supreme Court on Tuesday said petitions
challenging the 2019 amendment in the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA) that confers
the Centre with “discretionary, unfettered, and
unbound powers” to categorise a person as a
‘terrorist’, must be first heard and decided by the
High Court.

AT FIE o HAIEAR F FT fF 2019 FAereT FH°t
At & areh AR, St e At
(QFa#) IVRAIT (UAPA) & d8d Fg TER FT
Rt safda &1 awradr 9T & F v oy
o Y AT 3 e afFd vae Far § R
Ugd gISPIC A a1 AR Averr s wfgw

. A Bench headed by Chief Justice of India Sanjiv
Khanna said the High Court must have the first opportunity to
apply its mind to the problem.

HRA & HET AT Hollg @eatt 1 3regerar arell fis o g
fh E$PIE A 38 FHee W [AAR FA T gget e’ A

The petitioners, including Delhi resident Sajal Awasthi, urged the Bench to have one
High Court, preferably Delhi, hear the petitions.

Ireprehcti3i, foretd feeelt frarel wrerer srawedt oft enfarer €, 2 fo & e fovar s
el e g, AT feelt, & 5o a3l & gorars &l
The Bench said it would upload its order on February 5.

d5 7 FgT foh 98 5 BIa FI 39T AT HTANS FII|

Aifow IfwR
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The petitioners said the amended law allowed the state to freely encroach upon the
fundamental rights of dignity, free speech, and reputation.

IRz o el for TG Feger T =1 7k, sffeafaa @ w@aaar ik
wfasar o #ifdw HAFRT ) e Rl dw-aF & gvaeiv e fr At S g

It highlighted how the law could be used to bring disrepute to a person, and even
worse, rob him or her of liberty.

SHH AR T foh Ig FTef Tohdll i T ufassT Y gffrer et 3R sa@ o 713fc
T ¥ 3G FTgaFaT BTt & [T 39AET FAT ST Fohar B

The heavy burden to prove the state machinery wrong would lie on the person
accused under this law.

$H Pl & gl RN ATFd R AT dF H el Ffad FIA FT AR &S 70T
fear smeam

Provisions of UAPA Amendment 2019
qudiT FAET 2019 &F TIUTeT

The Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Amendment Act, 2019, seeks to substantially
modify Chapter VI of the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967, and Section 35
and 36 therein.

Iarert afafdfear Qe weitvs sfafaee, 2019, 1967 F qudie sfafas &

A VI AR 38 3gede 359 36 H Ageaqul WIS FT ¢

The new Section 35 of the UAPA Act, 1967, empowers the Central government to
categorise any individual as a ‘terrorist’ and add the name of such a person in
Schedule 4 of the Act.

Fudte sffaae, 1967 HT AT IHedE 35 F ded, Fa AER Hi Fdl it wafFa wi
‘AT R FA 3R 3 A Ffafager @ syt 4 7 Sisa & AfEsr fear
I B

Violation of Article 21
HTedE 21 FT Ieerad

The petition said the right to reputation was an intrinsic part of the fundamental
right to life with dignity under Article 21 of the Constitution.

IRt 7 gl I & wfasst &1 AfFR, Flaue & rqede 21 & dgd IRAT & Ay
Sar & #lfew sfteR # safifRa R

Tagging an individual as a ‘terrorist’ even before the commencement of trial or any
judicial scrutiny did not follow the procedure established by law.

forely caferd Y Fhed T YT { Ygd I RAF ST F AT Ircdhr FIX &,
FIeleT GaRT FATAA FFHFAT 1 dTefel AT AT &
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Will resolve Governor-T.\N.
govt. tussle in the spirit of
the Constitution, says SC

The Governor’s table is empty, says Attorney General R. Venkataramani, appearing for the Governor’s

office; TN. terms his actions ‘ex-facie illegal, without jurisdiction and in gross violation of Constitution’

[GS Paper II: Center State Relation |

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
Ton Tuesday pro-
mised to resolve

the tug of war between the
Tamil Nadu government
and Governor R.N. Ravi “in
the spirit of the Constitu-
tion”, and in the “interest
of one and all”, even while
holding out hope that the
freeze in ties could be re-
solved over a cup of coffee
before the scheduled court
hearing on February 6.

The clash of views bet-
ween the Governor and
the M.K. Stalin-led govern-
ment is over myriad issues,
ranging from delay in giv-
ing assent to key Bills on
higher education issues,
pending sanction of prose-
cutions, remission of pri-
soners, government or-
ders, and constitution of
search committees for the
appointment of Vice-Chan-
cellors (V-Cs).

“The Governor’s table is
empty. There is nothing on
it at all,” Attorney General
R. Venkataramani, appear-

S £
Tamil Nadu Governor R.N. Ravi with Chief Minister M.K. Stalin during

the Republic Day celebration in Chennai. FILE PHOTO:PTI

ing for the Governor’s of-
fice, told a Bench of Justic-
es J.B. Pardiwala and R.
Mahadevan.

He was referring to the
Governor’s action of refer-
ring 10 re-enacted Bills, lar-
gely concerning higher
education, to the President
on November 18, 2023.

The President had sub-
sequently assented to one
Bill, rejected seven, and
did not consider the re-
maining two proposed
laws.

The State, represented
by senior advocate Mukul
Rohatgi, A.M. Singhvi and
P. Wilson, and advocate Sa-

barish Subramanian, ar-
gued that the decision of
the Governor to reserve
the case for the President’s
consideration was “ex-fa-
cie illegal, without jurisdic-
tion and in gross violation
of the Constitution”.

‘Without jurisdiction’

“The grant of assent to the
Bill by Her Excellency, the
Hon’ble President of India
is unconstitutional and
without jurisdiction. In-
stead, Union government
should have advised Her
Excellency to return the 10
Bills back to the Hon’ble
Governor as it is complete-

ly in gross violation of the
principles of Constitution
under the first proviso to
Article 200 [Governor’s as-
sent to Bills],” the State go-
vernment said.

Justice Pardiwala que-
ried whether there were
any specific considerations
that ought to weigh on the
Governor for referring a
Bill to the President and,
subsequently, how the Pre-
sident would look into a
Bill sent by the Governor.

Mr. Singhvi, taking the
court through Article 200,
said a Governor has three
options when a Bill is re-
ferred to him for assent by
the Legislature — he must
give assent or withhold as-
sent or reserve the Bill for
the consideration of the
President.

In case the assent is
withheld, if it is not a Mo-
ney Bill, the proposed law
must be returned to the
State Legislature “as soon
as possible”, with com-
ments. If the Bill is reiterat-
ed by the Legislature, the
Governor has no option
but to grant assent, he said.

Will Resolve Governor-
T.N. Govt. Tussle in the
Spirit of the Constitution,
Says SC

TSUTA-AATAT TWHER &
AT & GIAU T AT
7 g FO: gAA FE

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday promised to resolve
the tug of war between the
Tamil Nadu government and
Governor R.N. Ravi “in the
spirit of the Constitution” and
in the “interest of one and
all.”

Tl FIE o HIaR Ft

afieerg aER 3R TsIaTe
IR T & g I a= T
& "afaerer it smaer A 3R

gt F R A g FIS FT 3MRAET =T

The court held out hope that the freeze in ties could be resolved over a cup of coffee
before the scheduled court hearing on February 6.

3ererd A 3FE SIars & Reat & St 9§ 1 6 wradt w1 AuiRa gaare @ gge ==t
& ATEYH W gl FAT ST TR B

Key Issues in the Dispute

Reme & o 758

Address :
Email Id :

The dispute between Governor R.N. Ravi and the M.K. Stalin-led government is over
several issues, including:

TIqTe RO, I 3R A&, Fefaer & Aqed el WHER & d F8 {eal W
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o Delay in giving assent to key Bills on higher education.
3oq fUa @ G Hecaqol AT A & & 8|

o Pending sanction of prosecutions and remission of prisoners.
o fr Ty e it SRt A Rers F &

o Government orders and the constitution of search committees for the
appointment of Vice-Chancellors (V-Cs).

39-Fagfadl (V-Cs) # FgfFa & fav @ affadt & o ik s
Jmeel X AN

Governor’s Stand on Bills
Ryl W TSI FT @

e Attorney General R. Venkataramani, appearing for the Governor’s office, stated: “The
Governor’s table is empty. There is nothing on it at all.”

mmm.éwﬁ,mma;mw@rm?ﬁwgmﬁm:
"TqITe Y T Wi ¢ 3 W Fo Ml 7 51"

e On November 18, 2023, the Governor referred 10 re-enacted Bills (mostly related to
higher education) to the President.

18 S¥gaY 2023 FY, AeAUTT & 10 GoT: W fadaat (Fead: 3=a e 53) =t
Iseafa & g A )

e The President's response to these Bills:
3o fadgst av Tsgufar & wfafea:
o One Bill was assented to.
v ROwE F A & |
o Seven Bills were rejected.

ad Qtae @ier #F few av)
o Two Bills were not considered.

& R w a5 Aok ad fom a=mi

Tamil Nadu Government’s Argument

AT THR I geller

e Senior advocate Mukul Rohatgi, A.M. Singhvi, and P. Wilson argued that the
Governor’s decision to refer the Bills to the President was:

aRss rftaear e Jgadh, vow. g ik . Rewaa oF e & fadgw
Tsgufa & g A9 &1 TsIuTd &7 Ao

o “Ex-facie illegal” (¥9s¢ ®9 & 37a%)|

o “Without jurisdiction” (3R & & aEY)|

o “In gross violation of the Constitution” (Gt & 3R Jooras)|
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The State government further argued:
ST THR o 3 a& =
o Granting assent to the Bill by the President is unconstitutional and without
jurisdiction.
Tegufa q@RT Rtas Ft Al & Iwdulas 3 sfter a7 @ e

o The Union government should have advised the President to return the 10
Bills to the Governor under Article 200 (Governor’s assent to Bills).

HRAUTT ¥ HTeds 200 F Ted Fg WHR F AUl F Tl Soft AT oY
fF & 10 Rt wt TeIwe ¥ a araw A

Supreme Court’s Query on Article 200
FedE 200 W FRA FIE A qodrs

Justice J.B. Pardiwala asked whether there were specific considerations that should
guide the Governor’s decision to refer a Bill to the President.

A A, IREaTeT A g & Teaure garr R g st aseafa & o
fioa & fov Ry AwEs F=1 g9 @ifeul

A.M. Singhvi explained the three options available to the Governor under Article 200
when a Bill is sent for assent:

v.oH. g & gdrr & aqeds 200 F d&d oAU F 9 i RFeTgia § o«
1S s Al & faw dar I &

1. Give assent to the Bill.

fdr 1 wdhpfy &)
2. Withhold assent to the Bill.
oS R EpRY & § TR T
3. Reserve the Bill for the consideration of the President.

9T # weeufa F AR F R gei@a el

If the Governor withholds assent, and if it is not a Money Bill, the proposed law must
be returned to the State Legislature “as soon as possible” with comments.

Ife Ao Rt AaTs # 3 R Fa €, 311 ag aa foa 7 & o Rfdas +r
Joc U Fog Uy Au=aHT 1 feoqoly & ary dle=r gwem)

If the Legislature reiterates the Bill, the Governor has no option but to grant
assent.

gfe Rurerwesm 3@ RAdgs A T & oia w2, O Tsaare #1 38 A & &
e
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The U.S.s WHO exit, a chance to reshape global health

[GS Paper Ii: International Organization |

n January 20, 2025, the United States
government issued an executive order
to withdraw from membership of the
World Health Organization (WHO).
This has raised apprehensions that reduced
funding for WHO would impact the functionality
of the organisation. However, as the executive
decision by the U.S. government has already been
made, it is time to reflect on some fundamental
questions such as why a single country’s exit from
WHO is causing so much concern. How can the
U.S.'s exit from WHO be converted into an
opportunity to create a stronger WHO? Why is
there a need for an increasingly greater role of
countries in Asia and Africa in global health.

Funding intricacies

To understand the impact of the U.S.’s withdrawal
on WHO funding, we need to understand WHO's
funding system. There are two broad categories
of funding sources. In the first, the assessed
contribution (or AC) is a fixed amount each WHO
member-state must pay annually as a sort of
membership fee. This is what the U.S. President
has argued as being disproportionately high (for
the U.S.) and cited as one of the four reasons for
the U.S’s decision regarding its withdrawal. The
assessed contributions ensure assured funding,
which WHO uses to pay the salaries of regular
staff, both technical and administrative, and
maintain day-to-day functioning. This is the
minimum resources the organisation needs to
ensure a continuity of operations.

The other funding pool is from voluntary
contributions (or VC) which comes from a range
of donor agencies and additional contributions
from WHO member-states. VCs are broadly for
projects and other time-bound activities. WHO
uses VC funds in the hiring of short-term staff and
consultants. However, the problem with VC funds
is that these are — as the name suggests —
voluntary, always time-bound, linked to specific
activities, and, thus, unpredictable.

For example, many member-states and donors
provide funds for polio elimination, patient
safety, primary health care or antimicrobial
resistance-related work. These contributions are
tight-jacketed and non-transferable to other
activities. With the U.S.'s withdrawal from WHO,
the VC would also be impacted, as many
U.S.-based or U.S.-aligned donors may either
reduce, or worse, completely stop the funding to
WHO. As an example, the ongoing turmoil and
uncertain fate of USAID would additionally
impact WHO funding. Clearly, the financial
impact on WHO is likely to be far greater than the
direct share of the U.S. government funds for
WHO.

Another argument given for the U.S.'s
withdrawal, which has been used frequently by
some others to criticise WHO, is that the
organisation is highly bureaucratic, acts slow and
is in need of urgent reforms. This is partially true

-
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and to be fair in assessment, every global
institution needs some reforms and WHO is not
any different. In fact, there is far more to WHO’s
credit than the occasional systemic blips it has
faced. In this era of emerging and multi-sectoral
challenges such as antimicrobial resistance,
climate change, global warming and animal
health, increasing re-emergence of diseases and a
steep rise in lifestyle diseases, the world needs a
stronger WHO, more than ever.

Why institutions fail

In their book, Why Nations Fail: The Origins of
Power, Prosperity, and Poverty, Daron Acemoglu
and James A. Robinson (they were conferred the
Nobel Prize in Economics in 2024) hypothesize,
inter alia, that nations thrive upon the foundation
and the strengths of functioning and stronger
institutions.

Expanding the analogy at a global level, the
world needs stronger institutions for peace and
global health. However, in the last few decades,
the fibres of global collaboration have been
damaged. There is rising nationalism in many
countries and ‘Nation first’ is becoming a
vote-catcher for many leaders. This phenomenon
of hyper-nationalism is global but relatively new,
and, thus, arguably more virulent in high-income
countries. Hyper-nationalism often undermines
global institutions.

With the U.S.’s exit from WHO, the likelihood
of key multi-country alliances such G-7, G-20 and
others stepping in to support and fund WHO are
feeble. Yet, for its tremendous body of work in
the last 75 years, it is a moral imperative for all
countries that the alternatives are explored to
protect and save global institutions. The
legitimate governments and elected political
leaders in the global south and countries such as
India, Brazil, South Africa, Thailand, Egypt and
many others need to step up to support WHO in
specific, and the United Nations in general.

There is another important consideration —
the inexcusable gap in global health priorities and
funding. The health challenges which affect the
countries in Asia and Africa are grossly
underfunded; mPox did not get global attention
till it started affecting people in high-income
countries in 2022. The vaccines and drugs against
mPox are barely available in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo and other settings where
disease is most rampant but offered liberally in
the U.S. which has a few mPox cases. This is a
reminder that high-income countries continue to
shape the policies, health agenda and command
influence in global health, inadvertently widening
health inequities. Global health has arguably
been a case of ‘He who pays the piper calls the
tune’.

The decision to recall U.S. government
personnel who have been seconded to WHO and
subsequent apprehension that such a step would
slow down ongoing programmes reflect how

global health agencies are a little too dependent
on subject experts originating from a single or
select few countries. Global health will be better
off if a pool of subject experts in various areas of
public health are available from different
countries and in the majority of the countries.
There are a few things which should be
considered immediately.

The global south must act

First, countries in the global south, especially
Asia and Africa, must team up to supplement
WHO funding gap after the U.S.'s exit. BRICS
could be one such platform. Second, countries
such as India, Ethiopia, Ghana, and others in the
global south need to invest in training of experts
not just in public health but also global health
(these are different areas). For example, India
should have trained experts in conditions which
affect Africa and diseases which are not prevalent
in our country. The era of providing only financial
support to any country is behind us. It is time for
‘pooled’ technical expertise in health, as in any
other sector). Third, the countries in the global
south should set up a few premier institutions at
the country or at regional levels through
inter-country collaboration to train their experts
in global health. It is the expertise from low- and
middle-income countries which will be of help to
each other and to WHO by the secondment of
such experts. That way, global health can
improve at a much lower cost than by expertise
from high-income countries.

Fourth, we have been hearing of reforms in
WHO for a long time. One of the steps which
should be considered urgently is to trim staff and
move the headquarters to one of the regional
offices in Brazzaville (Congo), Cairo, Manila or
New Delhi. This would reduce the headquarter’s
operational costs. Though this might be a
problem in terms of air connectivity, the time and
the focus of WHO’s work needs to be on
geographies where attention is needed: Africa
and Asia. It would be a very strategic move to
scale down the headquarters and move specific
divisions to the regional offices.

It is very likely that four years later or some
time in future, when there is a new U.S.
President, the U.S. would rejoin WHO. However,
till then, the U.S.'s withdrawal should be explored
as an opportunity for the public health
community and political leadership in the global
south to initiate country and regional level and
collaborative actions to reshape the global health
agenda, which is much under the influence and
the guidance of high-income countries. Global
health should not be at the mercy of funding or
the expertise from one or a handful of
high-income countries. It must be truly a joint
venture for the entire world, led by the global
south.

The views expressed are personal
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The U.S.’s WHO exit, a chance to reshape global health
IANFT FT WHO & e faherett, ARTF Taeed 1 Gof: 3MFR

Sl &7 qEY

On January 20, 2025, the United States government issued an
executive order to withdraw from membership of the World Health
Organization (WHO).

20 Steral 2025 FY, TFFT T IANST T THR o FRASRT AU TR
feran fSredr WHO &1 Weeadr & aeT gl i1 siwon 1

e This has raised apprehensions that reduced funding for WHO would impact the
functionality of the organisation.

sﬂﬁugmammgé%ﬁ;wmaﬁﬁwﬁm#waﬁmmmﬂﬁa
grafr|

e However, as the executive decision by the U.S. government has already been made,
it is time to reflect on some fundamental questions.

grelifeh, TYfeh IANFT THER T FREAFRT fAoTy gger & forar o gar €, 39 o Alfos
geail W g e &1 97T gl

e Why is a single country’s exit from WHO causing so much concern?
T U FT WHO ¥ 918X Aherelt saair g1 foar a7 Uer + 6T g2

¢ How can the U.S.’s exit from WHO be converted into an opportunity to create a
stronger WHO?

IARET FT WHO & a18T ettt 8 Teh ASIqd WHO dllet FT 3G S Hehcll 872

e« Why is there a need for an increasingly greater role of countries in Asia and Africa
in global health?

dfRgs Fareey A oA 3R Ik & et o AT Fge A ImaRIFHAT FAT 82

Funding intricacies

P

e To understand the impact of the U.S.’s withdrawal on WHO funding, we need to
understand WHO’s funding system.

FANST & WHO ¥ a18T [AFalst & UG Hl FHST & T, g7 WHO #Y B3 gorrely
P THSTT BIaTm|

e There are two broad categories of funding sources:
WHO #1 %f3ar & &Y 77 @a ¢

o Assessed contribution (AC): A fixed amount each WHO member-state must
pay annually as a sort of membership fee.
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TR 1§ ARG (AC): I WHO HEEI-3e & a1 &7 & U Afaa ufdr
VAT Yo & & A &l gIelv B

o This ensures assured funding to pay salaries of regular staff and maintain
day-to-day functioning.

Ig faftaa witer giaReaa war ¢ owd Fafa w#Aafat w1 daq i dfas

AT ST IW@T ST b |

o The U.S. President has argued that AC for the U.S. is disproportionately
high, citing it as one of the reasons for withdrawal.

AR Igufa & aF fGar & 3R & v AC 3rae &1 @ 31f9s & 3R
30 ] e & FROT HF F vF Famd|

o Voluntary Contributions (VC): These come from donor agencies and
additional contributions from member-states.

wdfess A (VC): I e Teifaal 3R Ferg-wsat @ sfaRed dreme
% T A T B

o VCs are time-bound and often restricted to specific activities, making them
unpredictable.

vC AT ¥879 & fav gar ¢ 3R 3w f[ftse afafefeat F§ e [uiRa
AT 8, SuY I8 sfARad s Frar B

o Example: Many donors provide funds for polio elimination, patient safety,
primary health care, etc.

3CTE0T: &S el Niferat Sesgerer, A A FaT, AfAT ey dware e
& T %z & £

o The U.S.’s withdrawal could impact VCs, as many U.S.-based donors may
reduce or stop funding.

IANFT & T Avast T VC Tnfaa g dar §, Fifh w3 ARSY grar wiFer
®H IT 9¢ FT THd 8

o Example: USAID’s uncertain fate may further impact WHO funding.
3CTE0T: USAID & fafRad srfasy sy WHO #ir Bf2er X wsra st el &1

Why institutions fail
YT F4T fAwer g §

e Daron Acemoglu and James A. Robinson in their book "Why Nations Fail" state that
nations thrive on strong institutions.

30 vfAAe AR Svw U WRTET A O qEae ogTE Auw b H aarr fF ase
HAAq HEAAT W God-Ford 8
e The world needs stronger institutions for peace and global health.

gferar =t eifer 3R dRaw TaeeT & v AT FEaE A ITaTEHA B
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e Hyper-nationalism is rising, weakening global collaboration and global institutions.
FER-AAATIH 56 T ¢, Taw dRaw Fgdior 3R IRaw T 4e FAR g W £
e The U.S.’s exit could reduce the likelihood of G-7, G-20 stepping in to support WHO.

IARFT & T fAFaa § G-7, G-20 S WHET ga’T WHO T FAST o7 T Haraei
HH & Tl gl

The global south must act

dRgF AT F FH I AT

e Countries in the global south, particularly Asia and Africa, should supplement WHO
funding.

AT cfAor & gor, AT &7 @ R 3R 3P, FTWHO Y BfEer & JergeT &
IR

e BRICS could be a potential platform for this.
BRICS s@e foIU Ueh WHIRAT #HT g1 TohcTl o
e Countries like India, Ethiopia, Ghana must invest in training global health experts.

9, AT, g1ar ST et Fr dRgw FareT RAvAT & yferor & RIw FIar
aifgel

e WHO headquarters could be shifted to Brazzaville, Cairo, Manila, or New Delhi to
reduce costs.

WHO T HEATeY FTtiae, FIRT, At A7 735 feeh TA=iaRd e anra J w4t

o |HaT B
e The U.S. may rejoin WHO in the future, but till then, the global south must lead
global health initiatives.

safasy & 3ARFT WHO & BT anfAe & Israr &, aifha as ae dRasw gfaor
TARLT 9gaAl FT Aqed HLA AMMET
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India-Indonesia ties as a beacon for global relations

[GS Paper II: India-Indonesia |
l t was a great honour for this writer to have

accompanied President Prabowo Subianto of

Indonesia, who was the chief guest at India’s
spectacular 76th Republic Day celebrations. The
magnificence of the occasion was not only o
reflected in the vibrant displays of India’s
democracy, diversity and military strength, but
was also a timely reminder of the deep and
enduring relationship between the countries,
which can be a beacon for wider international
relations.

h
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Indeed, as India celebrated its first Republic Day
in 1950, marking its new destiny as a sovereign
and democratic nation, it was Indonesia’s
founding father, President Sukarno, who graced
the occasion as chief guest.

In subsequent decades, as the two countries
embraced their independence, they have built
strong ties, spanning economics, politics and
culture. In fact, this year was the fourth time that
an Indonesian President has been chief guest at
the Republic Day celebrations. Mr. Prabowo’s
visit, and his meeting with Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, highlighted the shared ambition
of the two leaders to further increase
collaboration in areas that include trade,
maritime security, health and technology.

As two of the world’s largest and fastest
growing economies, Indonesia and India have
immense potential to become the cornerstone for
prosperity and security for the entire Indo-Pacific
region and beyond. In particular, this writer’s
visit convinced him that there are three key areas
of trade, security and geo-politics.

In strengthening
their bonds, the
two countries

First, whilst the two countries signed a trade can lay the
agreement back in 1966, from today’s vantage foundation for a
point there is a huge amount that can be done to more
grow economic ties between the two countries.

As Chairman of the Indonesian Chamber of prosperous and
sustainable

Commerce, this writer co-chaired the CEOs
Forum alongside Indian business leader Ajay S.
Shriram in New Delhi. Bringing together senior

future for Asia
and the world

business leaders from India and Indonesia, we
identified five key sectors that should be
prioritised to unlock mutual growth, boost
innovation and strengthen bilateral ties, i.e., in
energy, food and agriculture, health care,
manufacturing and technology.

Trade and security as pillars

Throughout the discussions, it became clear that
there are immense opportunities to increase
bilateral trade, which currently stands at just
under $30 billion. There is the potential to
quadruple the volume of trade in the next 10
years. Ambitious growth targets reflect the
confidence the two nations have in each other’s
potential and in their continued partnership.

Against a backdrop of global economic
uncertainty, India and Indonesia are forecast to
grow by 6.5% and 5.1%, respectively, this year,
which is well above the global growth average of
3.3%. This reflects their expanding markets,
young and dynamic workforces as well as
growing consumer demand.

There is also huge untapped potential for both
countries to benefit from intelligent investment
that can position them as leaders in energy
transition. While Indonesian investment in India
stands at $653.8 million and India has invested
$1.56 billion in Indonesia, this only scratches the
surface of what is possible. By deepening their
investments and supply chains in sectors such as
clean energy, technology and manufacturing, the
two countries can lead the global effort against
climate change.

Security is the second pillar of the
India-Indonesia partnership. In recent years, they
have made significant strides in strengthening
defensive ties, culminating in the Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership in 2018, which is already
yielding significant dividends, particularly in
enhancing maritime security in their shared
waters.

But defensive cooperation is only one aspect of
their multifaceted relationship. During Mr.

Prabowo’s visit, Mr. Modi and Mr. Prabowo
committed to strengthening collaboration in
areas such as counterterrorism and cyber
security to keep the two countries safe.

As two large, populous nations with growing
military capabilities, this is essential if the two
countries are to address the complex geopolitical
dynamics of the Indo-Pacific and safeguard its
stability and prosperity for generations to come.

International relations

A third element of the bilateral relationship is
how it fits in the global context. Qutside of the
Indo-Pacific, India and Indonesia are both
navigating a geo-political environment that is
constantly shifting. At the start of the year,
Indonesia was formally invited to join the BRICS
group of emerging economies. In that club of
powerful emerging economies, it joins India and,
of course, China too. At the same time, both
Indonesia and India have important relationships
with the United States and other western
countries. The new U.S. administration led by
President Donald Trump has threatened to
introduce a new set of tariffs, and it remains to be
seen what will happen.

It is obvious that tariffs and non-tariff barriers
are impediments to free trade and carry risks for
the global economy. Indonesia, as a key source of
natural resources such as nickel, copper, tin and
bauxite, wants to be able to export to the U.S.,
India and other markets.

President Prabowo’s visit to India was a
reminder of the importance of Indonesia’s
bilateral relationship with Indonesia. Their
partnership, 76 years old, continues to grow in
strength and their potential to shape the future of
the Indo-Pacific and the global economy is vast.
As the two countries continue to work together
through trade, security and their geo-political
ties, they will not just strengthen the bonds
between the two great nations but also lay the
foundation for a more prosperous and
sustainable future for Asia and the world.

India-Indonesia ties as a beacon for global relations

HRI-SSATAAT Faer dRaw Faul & AT v Yhiedasy & &

)

It was a great honour for this writer to have accompanied President
Prabowo Subianto of Indonesia, who was the chief guest at India’s 76th
Republic Day celebrations.

U d@® & AU Ig vF 99 AT f a9 A F 3R SR & useufa
yara) glagidr & @1y IEr A, A HRT F 768 A0 Rfaw TARE F A&
fafy &)
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The magnificence of the occasion showcased India’s democracy, diversity, and
military strength, while also highlighting the deep and enduring relationship between
the two nations.

Y Y F HeTaT ¥ HRT & Arha, [JAfduar sk A= afFa 1 b, g & =t
gt & T gy ikt TR weut A 3eeR

The Evolution of Ties

et F1 R

India’s first Republic Day in 1950 was graced by Indonesia’s founding father,
President Sukarno, as the chief guest.

1950 & R F 9 ITad faw W SR & wwuras far, wseufa gwoif, g7
sfafyr I

In subsequent decades, India and Indonesia have built strong ties across economics,
politics, and culture.

3Tt aTel Gt #, 9RA 3R SRR A srdeaawyr, ToEfa sk svpfa & o 7
A oY qTC|

President Prabowo’s visit and his meeting with Prime Minister Narendra Modi
emphasized trade, maritime security, health, and technology cooperation.

Tegafa garat it IrEm R 3T gereeEst aig A AT o SR, THA T,
Fareey AR HeAT FEer H derar |

Trade and Security as Pillars
MR AR GRET vE w@H F T A

India and Indonesia signed a trade agreement in 1966, but today there is vast
potential for expanding economic ties.

AR 3R ZARNAT F 1966 H T AR A W TR Fw, Afra 3mer s
Y Y o) ST IR GHGATT gl
The Indonesian Chamber of Commerce and Indian business leaders identified five
key sectors for strengthening trade:

FIATAATS AIfOeT Az 3R WA SAIRF Aanit A IR # AT e & v
U YHE &A1 S Ggre I

o Energy (3=1)

o Food and Agriculture (@TT 3R Ff)

o Health Care (¥arFeg S@HT)

o Manufacturing (f#Tor 3g3NT)

o Technology (Sigafrh)
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Bilateral trade currently stands at just under $30 billion, with potential to quadruple
in the next 10 years.

g 7 gfagefir SR wemsrer $30 fafeer €, IS99 srerer 10 @t & 9R a[em Forn

ST WhaT g
India and Indonesia’s projected GDP growth rates for 2024 are 6.5% and 5.1%
respectively, well above the global growth average of 3.3%.

2024 % fow e 3R SR i spfae S gefer av ween 6.5% 3 5.1% ¢,
St df¥ew 3itaa 3.3% & Far 3w g

Indonesian investment in India is $653.8 million, while India’s investment in
Indonesia is $1.56 billion.

EARAT FT SR F A3 $653.8 AT &, STaf sIRa F71 =R & [der $1.56
foraeT £

Security Cooperation

& g

India and Indonesia signed a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership in 2018,
enhancing maritime security and defense cooperation.

RT3 SR A 2018 H UF AgF WiAfaw ARG W gFaiRR fFe, Saa
HHAY & 37K T4 HEANT AT g3

During President Prabowo’s visit, India and Indonesia pledged to strengthen
counterterrorism and cybersecurity cooperation.

Tregufar watar #1 I F GRE, e 3R SRR F arawa-Ath sk aseR gRaT
HEANT 1 AT A 1 gfdaqear sar|

International Relations

. £ . 4

In 2024, Indonesia was formally invited to join BRICS, alongside India and China.

2024 &, SRR F 3aRE T F BRICS & afder 81 & v smafa frar
STeT o 3R i gz @ FeeT F

Both India and Indonesia maintain important relationships with the United States
and other Western nations.

R 3R FSRARAAT q=t 3AReT 3R s aREH Qaf & w1y Ageaqut Hev Tae
@ g
The new U.S. administration under President Donald Trump has threatened to

introduce new tariffs, affecting Indonesia’s exports of nickel, copper, tin, and
bauxite.
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AN Tegafa SkTes €T & Aqed A 7% IANA TR 7 ¢ NG awy F& A
taeh ), Sad g & e, aien, Rer 3k afewmse e wnfaa & s+ &

e President Prabowo’s visit reinforced the 76-year-old partnership between India
and Indonesia, which is expected to shape the future of the Indo-Pacific and global
economy.

Usgufd yarar # I F AR AR SRR F 76 W [ FEER F Ay B,
St g2-3RAfPe 3T ARTw rdcyasyr F #fAsT F WFR T FFHaT ¢

e Through trade, security, and geopolitical collaboration, both nations will
strengthen ties and contribute to a more prosperous and sustainable Asia and the
world.

TR, FI&T AR ST Fgaer & Areawr &, Q% §r 39 Hael F A
9 3R vF AT FHEy AR RFF ol st faeg & A
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_ |GS Paperll: Education |
Learning steps
India must further strengthen its
investment in school education

esides some high-profile announce-
B ments, such as an Al Centre of Excellence
for education with an allocation of T500
crore, broadband connectivity for schools, the
expansion of five third-generation IITs, and in-
creased funding for Indian knowledge systems,
Budget 2025 has promised higher allocations for
education compared to last year’s revised esti-
mates. There was a 7% increase for higher educa-
tion, although the actual expenditure for 2023-24
was 10% more than the 2025-26 Budget esti-
mates. A key challenge in higher education is that
the ambitious UGC reforms, modelled on ad-
vanced nations, require significant funding. For
instance, introducing four-year degree pro-
grammes, allowing students to take courses
across multiple institutions, implementing bi-an-
nual admissions, and other structural changes
demand substantial finances, which will inevita-
bly fall upon State governments. However, Bud-
get 2025 does not appear to adequately address
these financial concerns. The release of the ASER
2024 report in the same week as the Union Bud-
get highlighted gaps in India’s school education
system, particularly in foundational literacy and
numeracy (FLN). While the report indicated that
learning losses from the COVID-19 pandemic
have been recovered, and, in some cases, FLN le-
vels are at their highest ever, India still has some
way to go before achieving full FLN, the 2026-27
target under the NIPUN Bharat scheme.
Compared to the 2024-25 revised estimates
(RE), school education has been allocated an ad-
ditional ¥11,000 crore, a 16% increase. However,
as a percentage of the total Budget, this increase
is only 0.12 percentage points, bringing the allo-
cation to 1.55%. In higher education, the Budget
fraction remains unchanged at 0.99%. While in-
stitutions such as Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan
continue to receive significant funding, the in-
crease does reflect higher inflows to States,
which are the primary implementers of school
education programmes. The Centre has been
keen on fully implementing the National Educa-
tion Policy (NEP), which proposes a 5+3+3+4 sys-
tem that includes five years of early education up
to Class 3. Early education is being prioritised as
the key to achieving full FLN, but a critical gap re-
mains: the two years before Class 1 are managed
by underpaid anganwadi workers, who are alrea-
dy overburdened and often lack adequate train-
ing to deliver on FLN goals. A focused FLN drive
is pivotal to achieving full FLN, a prerequisite for
building a highly skilled workforce and leverag-
ing India’s demographic dividend. Over the next
few years, depending on the progress made, the
government must further strengthen school edu-
cation investments to ensure India meets its full
FLN target. Time is of the essence.
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Learning steps

G F TIoT

India must further strengthen its investment in
school education

RS F THell AT 7 3 @3 # 3 A9eg
F AR

e Besides some high-profile announcements, such as an Al
Centre of Excellence for education with an allocation of ¥500 crore,
broadband connectivity for schools, the expansion of five third-
generation IITs, and increased funding for Indian knowledge
systems, Budget 2025 has promised higher allocations for
education compared to last year’s revised estimates.

- FT ITT-NBEA NYoN3t & erar, S 6 e & faw 2500
FOZ & Fea & WY Al X AT wFdled, Tholl & U sisds
Fafaead), AT N & 9= IMEIED & R[AEAR, 3K ARAT 7=
wﬂ:ﬁ%ﬁvaﬁfgéﬁw,mzo%ﬁﬁﬁa&*mm

AT Y Fororm H e F v 3T rdea w1 awer AT B
e There was a 7% increase for higher education, although the
actual expenditure for 2023-24 was 10% more than the 2025-26
Budget estimates.

« 3=9 e v 7% $r qefdr g3, gTelifeh 2023-24 FT IFATASH

eI 2025-26 & FIC AT H 10% 38 27|

e * A key challenge in higher education is that the ambitious UGC
reforms, modeled on advanced nations, require significant
funding.

- 3e9 el # U yHE Tl Ig § T Refa auf & Alsa W
TR FAgcarpiah Feird! JUR F1 el @ #erd ¢

e < Forinstance, introducing four-year degree programmes,
allowing students to take courses across multiple institutions,
implementing bi-annual admissions, and other structural changes

demand substantial finances, which will inevitably fall upon State
governments.

« 3TeX0T & fow, AR adffyr fBaft wriwAt 7 qeama, oE 1 w8
HEEAT # qIeTHA A A IgAfA, SAEY vaw 9fea, 3R e
AT T J T AIFHRT I 9291
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e <+ However, Budget 2025 does not appear to adequately address these financial
concerns.

« gTeliTeh, goTe 2025 3o Ay Ramst & waica &7 & Fafaa J87 a=ar gl
e + The release of the ASER 2024 report in the same week as the Union Budget

highlighted gaps in India’s school education system, particularly in foundational
literacy and numeracy (FLN).

» ASER 2024 RalE & i a9c & a1 IR gt & 0 Y Fpelr Fawm gome 7

FIAAT 9T YeTer ST I, AT TG F AR WaRar I’ FEAHSAT (FLN) H|

e+ While the report indicated that learning losses from the COVID-19 pandemic have
been recovered, and in some cases, FLN levels are at their highest ever, India still has
some way to go before achieving full FLN, the 2026-27 target under the NIPUN
Bharat scheme.

- RANE & o ar a1 & FfAe-19 AFHAR & FROT g W@S & THAA H #R_AS
8 bl 8, 3R F AFCl & FLN Fa 39 Fafed Fa W g, O ol R &1 qof FLN
yred FA # 3l FHT m, S fAqor oA A F qed 2026-27 FT AGT L

e Compared to the 2024-25 revised estimates (RE), school education has been
allocated an additional ¥11,000 crore, a 16% increase.

2024-25 & WA AT (RE) T Jolell #, Fell fAaT & forw 211,000 F43 F7
sfafea amaes, S 16% #r gefargl

e However, as a percentage of the total Budget, this increase is only 0.12 percentage
points, bringing the allocation to 1.55%.

glelifeh, FT dofc & Sfawrd & & &, Ig g shaer 0.12 wfaera 3 ¢, fo@d 3maes

1.55% T 9§ I &l

e Inhigher education, the Budget fraction remains unchanged at 0.99%.
3o et &, aote H1 RIWT 0.99% W AT 1 g3 ¥

o While institutions such as Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan continue to receive

significant funding, the increase reflects higher inflows to States, which are the
primary implementers of school education programmes.

Tl Y JAF o7 vare w AT g, S Fxelr Raw FEFEAT F 97 FAawF ol
e The Centre has been keen on fully implementing the National Education Policy

(NEP), which proposes a 5+3+3+4 system that includes five years of early education
up to Class 3.

- H% WER AT Rawm A (NEP) & of Frifraga & ufa gfdeey @& & S
5+3+3+4 YOITelY ST YEATT &, S H&T 3 d gia aut Y aRfAF e enf@e a=ar
gl

e -« Early education is being prioritized as the key to achieving full FLN, but a critical gap
remains: the two years before Class 1 are managed by underpaid anganwadi
workers, who are already overburdened and often lack adequate training to deliver
on FLN goals.

- qof FLN 9To &% & faw yrffs Rrem wt srafdsar & o @ 8, afea

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

mnﬁaﬁaﬁgé%:*ml#ﬁ#ﬁﬁmmﬂmmmm
HATAATS FRRATIHT aRT fRIT ST &, S dgot I & 3l FRAR & JFa § 3R
3 FLN @831 & Q0 &3 & fow sfaa wflretor & s ach 21

e <+ Afocused FLN drive is pivotal to achieving full FLN, a prerequisite for building a
highly skilled workforce and leveraging India’s demographic dividend.

qof FLN Weg & & faw ve &R FLN 3ifime syt 8, S o 39 g
FRTT & AT IR ARG F FTAFTEIRT ATHIA T 1T 33 & AT 92T

e Over the next few years, depending on the progress made, the government must
further strengthen school education investments to ensure India meets its full FLN
target. Time is of the essence.

IS F& TUCH, GO F YR W, THR A Fhell e & faer s 3R Asqa
FIAT AT A ARG 9 QT FLN T8 F 9o FX 69| §A7 90 Al ¢
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Cess and surcharge continue to shrink States’ tax share

The divisible pool of taxes has shrunk, and the share of southern States in it has also dwindled further

[GS Paper II: Center State Relation Finance |

| DATA POINT a figure arrived at as per the re- | State with the highest per capita S m a l Ie r
commendations of the 15th Fi- | income. Other factors such as pop-
Samreen Wani nance Commission for the FY 2126 | ulation, demographic perfor-

f every %100 that the Un-
0 ion government collects
as tax, %10-11 is collected

weightage. Budget documents
as cesses and surcharges, a trend | fore FY16. Certain States have also raised  3nd CMIE. It
unchanged since the pandemic However, the consistent rise in | anissue with the way their sharein  also includes
year 2020-21. Also, the govern- | the share of cesses and surcharges | the divisible pool is being calculat-  The Hindu’s
ment spends ¥1-2 in collecting ev- | has meant that the Finance Com- | ed as they feel that the formulais  calculations

ery 100 of tax; this is called the
cost of collection. The amount col-
lected as cesses and surcharges,
along with the cost of collection, is
not included in the divisible pool
of taxes, a portion of which is
meant to be shared with the States.

The share of cesses and sur-
charges, along with the cost of col-
lection, reached a high of 13.5 for
every X100 collected as taxes by
the Centre in 2021-22 — the highest
ratio in at least over a decade.
Since then, it has gradually de-
clined and is expected to be
around %10.97 according to the lat-
est Budget Estimates (BE) for 2025-
26. In contrast, in many years be-
fore the pandemic, this figure

gether get 41% of the divisible pool,

period. Before that, the share was
pegged at 42% of the divisible pool
between FY16 and FY20, a massive
increase from the 32% share be-

missions’ recommendations have
been rendered less effective, as the
divisible pool itself is shrinking.
Many experts have previously
pointed out that despite a formula
in place, in practice the actual de-
volution to the States falls short of
the agreed recommendations. In
fact, many non-BJP ruling States
now want this share to increase to
50% from 41%.

GST compensation cess was not
included in the list of cesses consi-
dered, as it was collected to com-
pensate the States for revenue loss
due to implementation of GST.

Usage of cess
While the rise in cesses and sur-

sures how far a State is from the

mance (population control), forest
cover, area and efficiency in tax
collection are also  given

subject to political bias and they
are losing out on account of eco-
nomic and social progress.

Share of States in divisible
pool

The share of various States in the
divisible pool has undergone sig-
nificant changes since FY02, as
shown in Table 2. The share of all
the southern States has fallen. Ker-
ala’s share fell from 3.08% in FY02
to 2.5% in FY17 and is estimated to
fall even further to 1.9% in FY26
(BE). Tamil Nadu’s share shrunk
from 5.46% in FY02 to 4.02% in
FY17 and is expected to remain at
the same level in FY26. Karnata-
ka’s has come down from 4.98% in

chunk

The data for the charts
was taken from the

Unfair share: Union
Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman
upon her arrival at
the Parliament House
complex to present
the Budget

Chart 1: The chart shows the share of the divisible pool (left axis) and cesses, surcharges
& the cost of tax collection (right axis) in Centre’s gross tax revenue (GTR). Both figures in %

95 15
93.47

3 1097

(
Cesses, surcharges & cost
of tax collection’s share
inGTR

10
91

89.03
89 653

ranged only between 35 and %7. charges is one part of the problem, | FY02 to 3.6% in FY26 BE. The
they are often not used for the | share of Andhra Pradesh and Te- 87
Divisible pool has shrunk specific purposes for which they | langana together declined from Divisible pool's share
Let us now look at these figures | were collected. 7.7% in FYO2 to 6.75% in FY17and g5 InGTR 0
from the perspective of the divisi- Many Comptroller and Auditor | is expected to drop to 6.1% in Y13 FY20 FY26 (BE)

ble pool. Given that the share of
cesses and surcharges has in-
creased over the years, the divisi-

General of India (CAG) audit re-
ports have pointed out that these
cesses are not being completely

FY26. West Bengal and Odisha’s
shares have also come down con-
sistently in the period. In contrast,

Table 2: State-wise distribution of the divisible pool in %

ble pool has shrunk. Since the pan- | transferred to the reserve funds or | the shares of Madhya Pradesh, - —-— F:;): ';v:; 1 ?;: ?71; ?12: Fgf Note: *Stotes
demic year 2020-21, the divisible | adequately utilised for the intend- | Maharashtra, Rajasthan, and Guja- sk - - : - . - include
pool has fallen to less than 390 for | ed purposes. For instance, the | rathave increased in this period. Kenataka 498 | 446 [ 433 | 471 | — ——
every 2100 that the Centre col- | crude oil cess is meant to be trans- States such as Uttar Pradesh ~ T2milNadu S46 | 531 1 407 B rodesh,
lects. It is expected to remain be- | ferred to the oil industry develop- | and Bihar continue to receive the ~ Ker2l2 : : : il Megholayo,
low 290, according to BE for 2025- | ment body, which is not followed. | bulk of the share. Bihar is expect- ~WestBengal 8271706 | 726 [ 732 752 | 75 Mzomm
26, presented on February 1. In | Inthe latest three such reports, the | ed to get 10.1% in FY26, slightly =~ ©Odisha 503 | 516 | 478 | 464 [ 453 | 45 Mai,pu,, Sikkim
contrast, in many years before the | CAG pointed out that about ¥2.19 | lower than 11.49% in FY02; and Ut- ~ Maharashtra .6 52 | 552 | 632 | 63  gndTripura
pandemic, this figure ranged bet- | lakh crore in cesses meant for | tar Pradesh is expected to get  Rajasthan 549 | 561 | 585 | 55 ) 603 | 60 “ Includes
ween 391 and 395. transfer to the designated Reserve | 17.9% in FY26, slightly lower than ~ Gujarat 2.87 Goa, Haryana,
Chart 1 shows the share (in %) | Funds between FY20 to FY22 did | 19.15% in FYO2. Madhya Pradesh Himachal
of the divisible pool in the Centre’s | not happen. As the data show, notonlyisthe ~ Chhattisgarh 2.4 265 247 [3.08 341 34 Pradesh,
gross tax collection over the years While all the States put together | divisible pool shrinking, but the  Jharkhand 3.03 1336 28 314 331 33 Z’,’Zf:,;h -
(left axis). It also shows cesses, sur- | get 41% of the divisible pool, the | share allocated to certain States —  Bihar | 1149 | 11,03 | 1092 | 967 | 1006 | 101 e o
charges, and the cost of collection | share of each State in that is calcu- | most of which are in south India Uttar Pradesh 19.15 19.26 19.68 17.96 17.94 17.9 QRIS

of taxes as a share of the Centre’s
gross tax collection over the years
(right axis).

Currently, all the States put to-

lated based on a formula, which is
decided by the Finance Commis-
sion. Predominantly, it is decided
by income distance, which mea-

and parts of the east — is also dwin-
dling. This imbalance explains
why many of these States now feel
short changed.

for 2021-22 and
2025-26 since it
has become o

Union Territory

Assam
Northeast*
Small States**

3.25
1.85

324 (363 331 313 31
2,18 2.52 5.42 54
54 6.16 6.65 | 524 52

Cess and Surcharge Continue to Shrink States’ Tax Share

A 3T T AT & FT fET H) JOaR & T @ &

Of every ¥100 that the Union government collects as tax, ¥10-11 is
collected as cesses and surcharges.
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% TIHR GaRT F & T A HA FT 30 93+ 100 & & T10-11 39
3R TS F T H vhT P I §

This trend has remained unchanged since the pandemic year 2020-21.

7 ST AEART a¥ 2020-21 & JaRafda = g3 2

The government spends ¥1-2 in collecting every 100 of tax, known as the cost of
collection.

WHR T T100 X HIg W -2 TT Hdl g, o IAE oRrd (cost of collection)
gl ST gl

The amount collected as cesses and surcharges, along with the cost of collection,
is not included in the divisible pool of taxes.

/Y 3R AT / wred A, 7w @ waw e, Rasw 7 q@ 7 afde @ g
gl

The share of cesses and surcharges along with the cost of collection reached a high of
¥13.5 per ¥100 in 2021-22, the highest in over a decade.

2021-22 &, #100 X TIg W ¥13.5 T 3R T & & & forar =, o Rod g

# gew 3rfas o
This has gradually declined and is expected to be around ¥10.97 in 2025-26 (BE).
g - e § 31T 2025-26 (BE) & o1ere1dT €10.97 &o7 i 37A1E B

Divisible Pool Has Shrunk
fass w3 g Rgs = @

Since 2020-21, the divisible pool has fallen to less than ¥90 for every ¥100 collected.
2020-21 &, faTsT g Ycdeh T100 T HIIg W90 ¥ A &1 I ¢

In many years before the pandemic, this figure ranged between ¥91-95.

HAGTART ¥ g & auf &, Ig 37hs1 T91-95 & &g AT

Currently, all States together get 41% of the divisible pool, as per the 15th Finance
Commission (FY 21-26).

adATT H, gl Tt s qa w1 41% Herdr § 8 158 faw smahr (Fy 21-26)
S g fear gl

Before this, the share was 42% (FY16-FY20), and before that, it was 32%.

ST Ugel, I REAT FY16-FY20 & 42% 4T 3R 388 ugel 32% 2|

The rise in cesses and surcharges has made Finance Commission
recommendations less effective as the divisible pool itself is shrinking.

¥ 3R T F gEfar s e s i Rt # F o ser oA § e
s q@r &7 o< W B
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Many non-BJP ruling States now demand that the States’ share be increased to 50%
from 41%.

g I-TSTIT MRAT TS 379 T F FEY Y 41% & TG 50% A I AT X
® &
GST Compensation Cess was not included in the list of cesses considered here.

GST H3TaT JF T Jgi A =T fohar arm gl

Usage of Cess

I T 39T

Many CAG audit reports have pointed out that cesses are not being fully transferred
to reserve funds or used for intended purposes.

&g HT (CAG) 3iifze Rurta samr ¢ % a9 A ¢ff TE & Rod v & wym@aika
¢t T aram o faeiRa sqgeat & faw swaer adt PR o)

Example: Crude Oil Cess is supposed to be transferred to the Oil Industry
Development Fund, but this is not followed.

3TEIVT: FF HAST AW I A 30T RAF F9 FA AR fmar ser =nfge, dfher
THT AT Elel

In the latest three CAG reports, about ¥2.19 lakh crore in cesses meant for transfer
(FY20-FY22) did not happen.

AdTa® dier Far ROt & grr s &6 FY20-FY22 & SR 22.19 9@ &3 T 49
Rerd %2 #§ TUEaRa T8 T =)

Share of States in the Divisible Pool

Ramsa g # vt #1 e

States receive 41% of the divisible pool, but each State's share is calculated using a
formula set by the Finance Commission.

TSl & AT g F 41% Ao B, dfhed yds T #1 fevar e amaer & av
BHRA & AR aF fhar ST g

Major factor: Income Distance (how far a State is from the highest per capita income
State).

ACT HRF: AT g (Th T FG 3T G a3 are Ao @ favdarr gy )|
Other factors: Population, demographic performance, forest cover, area, tax
efficiency.

3T FRP: ATHEET, TAVTEITRT Y&, aoT &, ATBel, T HIAE &1l

Some States argue that the formula is politically biased and penalizes them for
economic and social progress.

o TAl F T § T Ig Bioen Tsteiias T § garared § 3R anfds ik aenfos
YoIfy 3 AT T T THAA g ¢
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Changing Share of States in Divisible Pool
ey qa & Ut # Sqear e

o Southern States’ share has declined significantly since FY02.
FY02 & gfaioft T=at &1 Ream S ue I g
e Kerala: 3.08% (FY02) — 2.5% (FY17) — 1.9% (FY26 BE).
#IA: 3.08% (FY02) — 2.5% (FY17) — 1.9% (FY26 BE)|
e Tamil Nadu: 5.46% (FY02) — 4.02% (FY17) — 4.02% (FY26 BE).
aﬁ?ﬁn:;:: 5.46% (FY02) — 4.02% (FY17) — 4.02% (FY26 BE)|
e Karnataka: 4.98% (FY02) — 3.6% (FY26 BE).
Fetes: 4.98% (FY02) — 3.6% (FY26 BE)|
e Andhra Pradesh + Telangana: 7.7% (FY02) — 6.75% (FY17) — 6.1% (FY26 BE).
3T YA + IS 7.7% (FY02) — 6.75% (FY17) — 6.1% (FY26 BE)|
o West Bengal & Odisha’s share has also declined.
ufRgd domer 3T anfEem @1 Rewr oft wer @1

e Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Rajasthan, and Gujarat have seen an increase in
their share.

qET w&%r,nmg,mm&ﬁrw%%@ﬁaﬁﬁgé%l
o Uttar Pradesh: 19.15% (FY02) — 17.9% (FY26 BE).
3 92 19.15% (FY02) — 17.9% (FY26 BE)|
e Bihar: 11.49% (FY02) — 10.1% (FY26 BE).
f¥8R: 11.49% (FY02) — 10.1% (FY26 BE)|
e Southern and Eastern States feel shortchanged due to these changes.

afaroft 3t qdff wsat 1 597 aqaTEl F FROT JEAE AFHH & W@

Cesses and Surcharges in India

3URY 3R IR

e The Government of India collects revenue through taxes, cesses, and surcharges.
IR TSR &, 3R A FWART & Aregd F Toied THhT T ¢

o While taxes (direct and indirect) form the main source, cesses and surcharges are
additional levies imposed for specific purposes.

Y (FeeT 3R HceT) AT W gid &, STafeh 3qat 3R AR Ay 3egeat &
for srfaRea seme s §
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Definition | afsimsT

e Acessis atax levied for a specific purpose and must be used only for that purpose.

39HT U FT g, A1 R AT 3ggea & P aemar Jrar § 3R Fae 36 38
& o suer fRar ST g

e It can be imposed on both direct and indirect taxes.
O yegeT 3N IvcTeT ael F I AT AT FohT gl

Key Features of Cess

39T T AT

1. Specific Purpose: Revenue collected can only be used for the stated objective.

fafdrse 3gged: S TorEa TeA BT &, 98 Fad 38T 36T & AU 39T fRar

ST gl
2. Temporary in Nature: Imposed for a limited period until the goal is met.
e WFHf: 58 a9 aoh A fRaT ST § 99 e TR @8 QU o g S|

3. Collected and Retained by the Centre: It is not shared with states under the
Finance Commission.

&g WEHR @/ gafed R @ Arelt §: 58 97 3o & agd T & AT AS’
Ter fohar SITdT|

Examples of Cess in India
HRA H 3IUHT & 3GIeI0T

Cess Name Purpose Year
Introduced

Education Cess Funding primary and secondary 2004
education

Health and Education Cess Financing health and education schemes 2018

Swachh Bharat Cess Improving sanitation and cleanliness 2015
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Krishi Kalyan Cess Supporting farmers' welfare 2016
Infrastructure Cess Funding infrastructure projects 2016
Road and Infrastructure Development of rural roads and 2018
Cess infrastructure
Surcharge

IR

e A surcharge is an additional charge levied on existing taxes (direct tax like income
tax) for general revenue purposes.

srfram Rt wisEr #X (SR amER) W demn S aren sfaRea e § e
YA WA €T 3gaedl & fow RFar Smar 81

e ltis notimposed for any specific purpose and is used as per the government’s
discretion.

I7 B RAflse 3ggeT & faw 7t aemar Jrar, afed WER A raTwant &
AR 39T fFar Srar g

Key Features of Surcharge

HAHR $i fAdvaw

1. No Specific Purpose: The government can use it for any expenditure.
1 fafase 3geT 7 TR 38 R o @ & AU 3uAer & Fadr &
2. Applies Only on Direct Taxes: Imposed on income tax, corporate tax, etc.
FIT FeI&T FU W AN TG IR, AR F 3G I @A ST g
3. Collected and Retained by the Centre: Itis not shared with states.

% TIHR IRT Gafed 3R @1 I1ar §: 30 TSI F @I 1S AL AT AT

Examples of Surcharge in India

HRT & N F 3SEI0T

Surcharge Name Who Pays? Rate

Income Tax Surcharge Individuals earning above %50 lakh 10% - 37%
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Feature

Purpose

Applicability

Revenue

Sharing

Time Limit

Usage

Corporate Tax Surcharge

Surcharge on Super-Rich

Cess (39)

Collected for a specific purpose
(e.g., education, health)

Can be imposed on both direct and
indirect taxes

Not shared with states

Temporary, ends when purpose is
fulfilled

Only for the purpose for which it
was collected

Companies earning above 1 crore

Individuals earning above %5 crore

7% - 12%

37%

Surcharge on Dividend Income High-income earners receiving dividends 10%

Key Differences Between Cess and Surcharge

3IqHT T IR A 3

Surcharge (37f&r9R)

Used for general revenue needs
Levied only on direct taxes
(income tax, corporate tax)

Not shared with states

Can continue indefinitely

Can be used for any government
expenditure

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper Il1: Economy, Science & Technology,
Environment, Disaster Management, Internal Security)

1. Can’t seek undertaking from award winners, govt. tells
House panel / QW&R faSdist & aqy g agt fo=m s

Hohdl, TR A Uy afAfa @ Far
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2. Budget allocation of ¥500 cr. for cotton insufficient, say
farmers and activists / I & faT T500 FAS HT Folc

rqared, framt iR st fir I
3. The financial toxicity of cancer care in India / ¥Rd &

FOT c@HTT 1 T fwrerdar

4. Why the tax cuts are a one way gamble / &Y Heldt
UFHATHT 3T FAT 872
5. ‘Monetary and fiscal policies need to work in tandem’ /

Fifgw 3R TeRT AT Fr Faat FF FA@ H
T ¥

6. Budget effect: Tata Power mulls nuclear reactor biz
foray /deie W8Ta: €T Yral WA RuFel sqqary &
At W AR & @ #

7. Scans of seemingly empty space reveal black holes not

far from earth / @Telt Udid glf aTar 3(dNe&T & Thet & IdT
TN R A Fo gl Wedw A &
8. A piercing eye in the desert / IFaeT & ta et dAew
Small Modular Reactors (SMRs)

o Small Modular Reactors (SMRs) are advanced nuclear reactors designed to generate
electric power up to 300 megawatts (MW) per unit, approximately one-third the
capacity of traditional nuclear reactors.

e These reactors are characterized by their modular construction, allowing for factory
fabrication and subsequent transportation to installation sites, which enhances quality
control and reduces construction timelines.

Key Features of SMRs:

e Modular Design: SMRs are constructed in modules within factories, ensuring
consistent quality and efficiency. These modules can be transported to various
locations, including remote areas with limited infrastructure.
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Enhanced Safety: Incorporating advanced safety features, SMRs utilize inherent and
passive safety systems that minimize the need for active controls or human
intervention, thereby reducing the risk of accidents.

Flexibility: SMRs can be deployed individually or in clusters, providing scalable power
solutions tailored to specific energy demands.

Cost-Effectiveness: The modular approach and reduced size lead to lower initial
capital investments and potentially decreased operational costs.

Applications of SMRs:

Electricity Generation: SMRs offer a reliable and continuous power supply, making
them suitable for both urban and remote settings.

Industrial Use: Beyond electricity, SMRs can provide process heat for industries such
as chemical manufacturing, desalination, and hydrogen production.

Replacement of Aging Power Plants: SMRs present a viable option for replacing
outdated fossil fuel-based power plants, contributing to decarbonization efforts.

Global Developments:

As of recent data, over 80 SMR designs are in various stages of development
worldwide.

Countries like Argentina, China, and Russia are advancing in SMR construction, with
several projects nearing completion.

India's Perspective:

In India, there is a growing interest in adopting SMR technology to meet the nation's
energy requirements and environmental goals.

The Atomic Energy Act of 1962 is under review to potentially allow private sector
and startup participation.in promoting SMR technology domestically.

NITI Aayog member and scientist V.K. Saraswat has emphasized the potential of
SMRs in replacing aging thermal power plants and meeting distributed energy
demands.

He advocates for accelerating nuclear power plant projects under fleet mode
production to address base load requirements promptly.

Recent Updates:

In the 2025 Union Budget, India proposed amendments to the Civil Liability for Nuclear
Damage Act of 2010 and the Atomic Energy Act of 1962.

These changes aim to attract foreign and private investments into the nuclear sector,
facilitating the development of SMRs and expanding nuclear power infrastructure.

The government has set ambitious targets, including establishing a Nuclear Energy
Mission with a budget of 3200 billion and operationalizing SMRs by 2033, aligning with
India's commitment to achieving net-zero carbon emissions by 2070.
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Can't seek undertaking from award
winners, govt. tells House panel

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Union Culture Ministry
has said that obtaining a
signed undertaking com-
mitment from writers prior
to award announcement
that they would not return
the honour for any reason,
including political protests,
would compromise the
confidentiality of the selec-
tion process.

It also expressed doubts
before a parliamentary
committee over the legal
enforceability of such an
undertaking as pre-declara-
tion commitment.

The Ministry’s response
came following the reitera-

tion of a suggestion by the
Department Related Stand-
ing Committee on Tran-
sport, Tourism and Culture
that an undertaking should
be taken beforehand from
shortlisted candidates for
Akademi awards that they
would not return the
awards for “political
reasons”.

The panel had made the
recommendation in 2023
and reiterated it in its ac-
tion-taken report tabled in
the Lok Sabha on Monday.

In its response, the Cul-
ture Ministry said: “The Mi-
nistry agrees with the Com-
mittee’s perspective and
would like to avoid contro-
versies in all regards. Ho-

wever, obtaining a signed
commitment from the wri-
ter prior to the award an-
nouncement would unfor-
tunately compromise the
confidentiality surrounding
the selection process. Addi-
tionally, the legal enforcea-
bility of such a pre-declara-
tion commitment might be
uncertain.”

The parliamentary panel
said it understood the Mi-
nistry’s concern about con-
fidentiality and legal impli-
cations related to obtaining
signed commitments, but
suggested that the commit-
ment document should in-
clude a non-disclosure
clause to protect against
breach of confidentiality.

Can’t seek undertaking from
award winners, govt. tells
House panel

&R fasiansit & aay g
o8l foram ST W, TWER A
Tadry wfafa & #ar

The Union Culture Ministry has
stated that obtaining a signed
undertaking from writers before
the award announcement,
ensuring they would not return
the honour for any reason,
including political protests, would

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971 932488
Website : patrioticias.in




Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

compromise the confidentiality of the selection process.

FT TP FAAE A FET § F WEER H Dvon F wwS dwS d
FEATEIRT 9y 97 o, fowd 3 et #ft Rt ¥ @ aoeifas
faer & AT &R g 7 FA fr gt N, a3 9fiFar fr o
H IHIAT FIM|

e The Ministry also expressed doubts about the legal enforceability of such an
undertaking as a pre-declaration commitment before a parliamentary committee.

AT o U G WiAfT & HHeT 560 e & qa-awor gfdeetdr i S
AT B A o HeE ST

e The Ministry’s response was given after the Department Related Standing Committee
on Transport, Tourism and Culture reiterated its suggestion that an undertaking
should be taken in advance from shortlisted candidates for Akademi awards, ensuring
they would not return the awards for political reasons.

FATer &1 Fg GfAfhar da 3 S aRaee, wea i wEpfa waeh vl afafa s
IPEH! TERRI & AU 9IfAq 3Fleart & ggel &1 T AT 9 Al FT AT AT
foh I Terelifas FRON & [RERR arad 767 S|

e The panel had first made this recommendation in 2023 and reiterated it in its action-
taken report tabled in the Lok Sabha on Monday.

afafa & g RAEReT 2023 H ggell aR & oA 3R =0 WHIR H AHTHT F 91 Y
T§ FETagd RO F g

e The Culture Ministry stated: "The Ministry agrees with the Committee’s perspective and
would like to avoid controversies. However, obtaining a signed commitment from the
writer before the award announcement would compromise the confidentiality of the

selection process. Additionally, the legal enforceability of such a pre-declaration
commitment might be uncertain."

TEHIA #AATT o gl "HArerd AT F Tfeawor @ weaa § 3R Raei & a@en
6T ¢ BTclifeh, TEFR AT BT { Ugcl of@sh 4 geamia Sfaaeear o= ad=
GfshaT <l ANIARIAT T THTTAT BN $Hb 3Helldl, 3T g T qa-aINon gfaaegerar
Fefet Arfarardar ifARed g1 Fehcll &1

e The parliamentary panel acknowledged the Ministry’s concern about confidentiality
and legal implications but suggested that the commitment document should include
a non-disclosure clause to prevent a breach of confidentiality.

THT wfAfY S Harery &y M AR FeE womat B e Riar T w@ws, dfd
geira e o wfaaauar gxarasr & Musaar 3eaee 1 Ashel & [T U AT
ITede (non-disclosure clause) SIST ST =TT
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Budget allocation of 500 cr. for cotton
insufficient, say farmers and activists

|GS Oaoer lil: Budget |

Ashokamithran T.
MUMBAI

Cotton farmers in Maha-
rashtra are seeking major
changes in terms of tech-
nology, and increased allo-
cations to fix the problem
of falling productivity. Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman allocated ¥500
crore for the National Cot-
ton Technology Mission in
the Union Budget for 2025-
26 presented on February
1. Farmers, experts, and ac-
tivists, however, say this al-
location alone is not suffi-
cient to solve the
productivity crisis.

Cotton yields have been
on a declining trend in the
past decade. According to
data from the United States
Foreign Agricultural Ser-
vice, it was 461 kg per hec-
tare in 2024-25, declining
8% from 502 kg in 2014-15.
According to G.H. Wairale,
senior cotton technologist
based in Maharashtra, the
current demand for cotton
from the textile sector is

ee

The allocation for a
cotton mission is merely
cosmetic and intended
to mask the more
fundamental problems
in the sector

ASHOK DHAWALE
President of All India Kisan Sabha

around 350 lakh bales, but
the current production is
just around 300 lakh bales.

Quality seeds

Farmers and experts blame
the lack of newer seeds and
innovative methods of
farming the crop for the
lower productivity. “We
have been farming using
the same method since in-
dependence,” says Dilip
Thakare, a cotton farmer
based in Akola,
Maharashtra.

Cotton farmers in India
have been using the Boll-
gard-2 variety of cotton for
about two decades. “The

variety provided good
yields in the first few years
but has begun to decline in
recent years. The boll-
worms still attack the cot-
ton plant, creating an aver-
age damage of about
30%-40% of the crop,” Mr.
Thakare said. The Genetic
Engineering Appraisal
Committee in India has not
approved the use of the
Bollgard-3 variety yet.

The second problem is
farming methods.

Mechanised farming

Mr. Thakare farms cotton,
soyabean, and red gram on
his 67-acre farm. He uses
the high density planting
system. This method, he
said, earned him a higher
yield compared to other
farmers. He also made an
attempt to use machines to
pick the cotton. He, howev-
er, maintains that this can-
not be done by other farm-
ers as the method is more
expensive. “The govern-
ment needs to allocate
more than the current

¥500 crore to bring in this
method,” Mr. Thakare said,
suggesting at least twice
what has been provided.

“The allocation for a cot-
ton mission in the Budget is
merely cosmetic and in-
tended to mask the more
fundamental problems in
the cotton sector - need for
remunerative prices, re-
duction of input costs, ef-
fective crop insurance cov-
er, and priority to
agriculture in bank lending
policy,” said Ashok Dha-
wale, national president of
All India Kisan Sabha.

“Today, 90% plus of the
cotton growers are not able
to avail themselves of even
the MSP declared by the
Central government be-
cause there is absolutely no
procurement by it or any of
its agencies directly,” Mr.
Dhawale said.

He reiterated the need
for implementing the M.S.
Swaminathan Commission
report recommending sup-
port prices 50% more than
the comprehensive cost.

Budget allocation of
Z500 cr. for cotton
insufficient, say
farmers and activists

g & faw ¥500
FS FT dolc JIITed,
framat 3 FRAwarst
T

Cotton farmers in
Maharashtra are seeking
major changes in terms
of technology and
Increased allocations to
fix the problem of falling
productivity.

HERTSE & FUH A aaFelld AR doic AHaea # Jgfer & AT ) @
g afF Pl curgswar Y FHEAT Fr g fFAr ST aF|

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman allocated 500 crore for the National Cotton
Technology Mission in the Union Budget for 2025-26, presented on February 1.

e 7= @etem Wareer & 2500 F03 T Farw de@fardr e & fov 1 wad
HY G 2025-26 F FET qoe A 3mdied fhu

Farmers, experts, and activists say this allocation alone is not sufficient to solve the
productivity crisis.

fFrae, FAvs 3R FRFaT A § F I8 3ded RAE 39 31T # IWEHAT GHhe ol
g e & v gaica @& &l

Declining Cotton Productivity

ﬁwﬁgﬁmm

Address
Email Id :

Cotton yields have been on a declining trend in the past decade.
Ao gare 7 9w A YgaR AEe § w1« W @ 8

According to data from the United States Foreign Agricultural Service, cotton yield
was 461 kg per hectare in 2024-25, declining 8% from 502 kg in 2014-15.
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TYFT T F {47 (US Foreign Agricultural Service) F AR, 2024-25 H FIAH
#r YeER 461 fFaam 9fa F¢AX I, S 2014-15 & 502 fFemd ufd el ¥ 8%
# FRTae & gaidr &

G.H. Wairale, senior cotton technologist, stated that current demand for cotton from
the textile sector is around 350 lakh bales, but the current production is just
around 300 lakh bales.

afss Furw Wiegfrhifag Sh.oa. aue & 3ER, 3% &7 # Faw A AsEr Awr
TIMHIT 350 AT IS g, STaieh TaATT 3T Fdel 300 AT IS & ITHIH ¢

Quality Seeds Issue
oreer ar At Fr wHEET

Farmers and experts blame the lack of newer seeds and innovative farming
methods for the lower productivity.

frareT ik Rdwe av st @ w0 3R FaER rRa FR Pt # seeRufa

FH 3cUICHAT HT FRUT AT 8l
Dilip Thakare, a cotton farmer from Akola, Maharashtra, says, “We have been
farming using the same method since independence.”

HFIT, HERTSE & FI frarer Refir s g €, 67 omdr & a1g 9 3¢ weufa @
dft = W EI

Indian farmers have been using the Bollgard-2 variety of cotton for about two
decades.

AR fFaTeT RS Fererar & el & Bollgard-2 fFEH & HUH FT 3UAT T W[
gl

“The Bollgard-2 variety provided good yields initially but has declined in recent
years due to bollworm attacks, causing 30%-40% crop damage,” said Mr. Thakare.

"Bollgard-2 e o AT A 3=t Year &, Afhet grel & asi A fvmae g 2,
Fifh dferara & FHA & 30%-40% FHT B Fehar g37 §," M SHY 7 Fel

The Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC) has not approved the
Bollgard-3 variety yet.

Sefew gehfaaRer srqaer #A& (GEAC) & arsft @& Bollgard-3 fesr &t At =18t
& 2

Farming Methods and Mechanization

FR faftrar v wefieliaor

Mr. Thakare farms cotton, soybean, and red gram on his 67-acre farm.

w5} BIHY YA 67 Ths & Wd H U, AT A 3ReT A @dt Fa )
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He uses the high-density planting system, which has given him higher yield
compared to other farmers.

3 3T "dcd YT Yomrell (High-Density Planting System) &T 39411 #d &, foad
3¢ 3o framat Y goen A Ifaw YeEr AT )

He attempted mechanized cotton picking but found it too expensive for most
farmers.

3egia AT GEART FUrE A Je§ F FAw Ay, AfFT Ig IWFR FwEt F Qv
agd A g

He suggests that the government should allocate at least twice the current ¥500
crore for mechanization.

¥ g &7 § B waR F wefelietor & fAv AlsEr 2500 F03 & g9 ¥ A4 @
HH AT Il FTT =fRwl

Criticism of Budget Allocation

d9c HATdCeT hT AT =T

Ashok Dhawale, national president of All India Kisan Sabha, said, “The ¥500 crore
allocation is merely cosmetic and does not address fundamental problems.”

If@e "R fFarer a3 & WUSET regaT AME T o gl X500 HUS FT e
hao fE@madt § AR I AT FHEATHT 1 FHTUT & Hiclr|”
He emphasized the need for:
Il fArAfaf@d smaadant | IR
o Remunerative prices for farmers (FFETT F ATHSRT F{e3)
o Reduction in input costs (F9e aRTd H FHY)
o Effective crop insurance coverage (9HTdY ®&e fIAT Fals)
o Priority to agriculture in bank lending policy (d& #or fifa & FR =

grafA®an)

90% of cotton farmers are unable to sell at MSP due to lack of direct procurement
by the government or its agencies.

90% ¥ IHF FUH FIT MSP W H9 O a°a & 3TAY &, Fifd WPR ar
3qhT TSIl GanT Tedel @G =gl &l S|

He reiterated the need for implementing the M.S. Swaminathan Commission
report, which recommends support prices 50% more than the comprehensive cost.

3eglel UA.UH. Tty AT #1 RE any 3 i raeTsar a3s, S qq4T
AT @ 50% AHTF FAAT Fea e H RAHRT FEr B
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The financial toxicity of cancer care in India

|GS Paper lll: S&T

ir, I don’t have the
money for the test,”
said Vijay, a
low-income lung
cancer patient from Hyderabad.
His oncologist replied, “Without
the money, he has only a few
months left.” The test — a 12-gene
next-generation DNA sequencing
panel — could have guided a
life-saving treatment plan.

Genomics-informed precision
medicine, or targeted therapy,
offers the right treatment to the
right patient at the right time,
making previously untreatable
cancers treatable. Yet, these
breakthroughs, along with the
latest treatments such as
immunotherapy, monoclonal
antibodies, and proton therapy,
remain out of reach for many
people from low and
middle-income backgrounds.

Take 70-year-old Aslam, who
has oral cancer. Immunotherapy
for him would cost nearly 10 lakh
annually, adding to the %25 lakh he
has already spent over five years.
His son, an IT professional,
exhausted insurance, savings, and
even sold their ancestral land to
continue the treatment.

Financial toxicity is the least
assessed and most devastating
toxicity of cancer. It impacts not
just the person with the disease
but also his family and the
following generations. From
selling assets to skipping meals to
afford treatment, the burden often
traps thousands of families in a
cycle of generational poverty that
is economic, social, and
nutritional in nature.

66

Public and private healthcare
One of the key barriers to
equitable cancer care is its cost,
which includes both direct
medical expenses, such as
diagnostics, medicines, and
hospitalisation, and non-medical
expenses such as travel, lodging,
and food. Afreen, a cancer patient,
exemplifies this struggle: “I had
T500. I spent ¥200 on travel and
1200 on medicines. I have 3100
left. How will I go home?”
Private and public insurance

|
Vid Karmarkar

Founder of Canseva
Foundation

I .

Parth Sharma

Community physician,

public health
researcher and the
Founder of Nivarana

Indian
philanthropy,
CSR initiatives,
government
funding, and
nonprofits hold
the power (o
alleviate the
economic
burden of
cancer care

schemes, such as Ayushman
Bharat, pay only for inpatient
costs. Outpatient expenses such as
diagnostic workups,
post-discharge care, and follow-up
tests must be paid out-of-pocket
(OOP) by patients. Such
expenditure constitutes nearly
50% of total healthcare costs.

India’s public health
expenditure has always been less
than 2% of GDP. Consequently,
public hospitals often face
shortages of healthcare personnel,
diagnostic and treatment facilities,
and essential medications. Delays
in diagnostic tests and surgeries
further strain the system. This
burden is compounded by the fact
that many cancer cases are
diagnosed at advanced stages,
leading to higher treatment costs
and poorer outcomes.

Given the limited public health
facilities, private healthcare is a
thriving business. The Indian
hospital market is valued at close
to %8 lakh crore with a CAGR of
8%. Is letting private healthcare
thrive going to worsen the
financial toxicity of cancer?

Addressing financial toxicity
In India, public healthcare is a
State subject. To finance the direct
medical cost of cancer care, some
States such as Delhi, Maharashtra,
Punjab, and Kerala have
implemented several schemes. To
support direct non-medical costs
the Indian Railways and Air India
offer discounted fares, whereas
States such as Himachal Pradesh
and Haryana provide free bus
travel for cancer patients.

Additionally, efforts from NGOs
and networks have also helped.
For example, the National Cancer
Grid has reduced the cost of 40
high-value cancer drugs by 82%
through pooled procurement. The
Cachar Cancer Hospital and
Research Center in Assam has
adopted a holistic approach to
reduce OOP, along with
accommodation, meals, and
temporary employment
opportunities for caregivers
accompanying patients.

Only a strong political will and

strategic investment in the public
health system will address the
financial toxicity of cancer.
However, until government
spending on public health
improves, nonprofits play a crucial
role in reducing this problem. By
working at the grassroots level and
conducting pilot projects, they can
generate evidence that
governments can scale up to
inform policies.

In India, nearly 3 lakh
nonprofits are registered on the
Darpan portal managed by NITI
Aayog, with over 85,000 focused
on health and family welfare. But
only a fraction of these specialise
in cancer care. Larger nonprofits
work across the cancer care
continuum, from prevention to
treatment. Smaller ones often
operate in niche areas, such as by
assisting low-income patients with
paperwork, securing funding, and
arranging essentials.

Individual philanthropy, impact
investments, and corporate social
responsibility (CSR) funding are
central to financing nonprofits.
Under India’s CSR Act 0of 2014,
companies meeting certain
criteria must allocate funds for
social causes. In 2022-23, the
healthcare sector received over
6,800 crore in CSR funding.
However, granular data on specific
areas like cancer remains limited.

The Forbes’ 2024 report
showed that the combined wealth
of India’s 100 richest individuals
surged to ¥8.4 lakh crore. A
growing segment of the
population has surplus wealth that
can be donated while they benefit
from tax exemptions. Critical
catalytic capital would enable
younger nonprofits to establish
themselves and scale their impact.
However, individual philanthropy
is lagging far below its potential.

With a rising pollution, rapid
urbanisation, and unhealthy
lifestyle changes, the health and
financial toll of cancer is set to rise
significantly. Indian philanthropy,
CSR initiatives, government
funding, and nonprofits hold the
power to alleviate the economic
burden of cancer care.
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The financial toxicity of cancer care in India

IR H FW @i A AT fawadar

Financial Toxicity in Cancer Treatment

FOT 3R # AT fQwreaar

e Vijay, a low-income lung cancer patient from Hyderabad, said, “Sir, | don’t have the
money for the test.”

9T, Y §EIE T TS FH 3T aTell B HT FEI AN §, o FaT, "8, A 99 &< &
foe & & g1

e His oncologist replied, “Without the money, he has only a few months left.”
3oTeh Jehralioree o Stard &, “Uq & f9aT, 38 IH shael $S HelA qrehT &

e Thetest — a 12-gene next-generation DNA sequencing panel — could have guided a
life-saving treatment plan.

g TTC — T 12-3NF T AFEe-IAeaeT 3vav RAFERAT da9a — v sliaer 8w

3YAR AT H HAeg L Tehdl AT

e Genomics-informed precision medicine offers the right treatment to the right patient
at the right time, making previously untreatable cancers treatable.

NANAFE-SAARN JFd TF FAfFcw @@ sTuR w8 T@ Wh A G8 J67 ) ger=T
e &, O Tge @ HRRFET FATF ST THT & S T

e However, these breakthroughs, along with the latest treatments such as
immunotherapy, monoclonal antibodies, and proton therapy, remain out of reach for
many people from low and middle-income backgrounds.

grelieh, ¥ faamer & worfa, ar € AdAdH 3TaR S SFgaAreRdt, Allaeede TeaisteT,
ﬁ?ﬂﬁﬂm,ﬁﬁmaﬁmrmarﬁaﬁﬁﬁﬁmq‘gﬂﬁwgl

e Aslam, a 70-year-old oral cancer patient, faces the burden of 10 lakh annually for
immunotherapy, adding to the ¥25 lakh he has already spent over five years.

IEAH, Th 70 T 7 & HE & WM, B Gt & e 210 e vy a7 gy
33T ISl &, SHS 3Tl 391 Ui JTel & ggol & €25 o @3 fhu &

o His son, an IT professional, exhausted insurance, savings, and even sold their
ancestral land to continue the treatment.

3oTh S, U TS U], o7 /AT, sgd T 39Arer fFar 3R sorer Sy W@ & fow
3egiel 39T IRUR& FHIT dsh o 8|
e Financial toxicity is the least assessed and most devastating toxicity of cancer,

impacting not just the person with the disease but also their family and future
generations.

T fwFaar FaT A I FH TR S el A gad QAR Averaar g, s
o Fae I 1 e 3a8 TRER iR dAiasy Hr DAt w1 i gonfag H=dr &
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e The burden often traps thousands of families in a cycle of generational poverty, which
is economic, social, and nutritional in nature.

g T 3 goRl URERT & gy ¥ 9y st & o6 A Far dar g, s 3,
Ao 3R avor F@edt grar gl

Public and Private Healthcare

Aasfad 3 s T quaTe

e One of the key barriers to equitable cancer care is its cost, including both direct
medical expenses, such as diagnostics, medicines, and hospitalisation, and non-
medical expenses, such as travel, lodging, and food.

HET AT H FATAT & GHW a8l A @ Teh SHeRI a1 o, Torasd Wy Rfdear
HIsteT AT gl

e Afreen, a cancer patient, exemplifies this struggle: “I had %500. | spent 200 on travel
and %200 on medicines. | have %100 left. How will | go home?”

P, Tk FIR VN, 3T TEY T 3STEI0T &t & "B 9T 500 & HF 2200 v H
3 2200 garsat W @Y Pl AY 9@ 2100 SThr &1 F TR HF et

o Private and public insurance schemes, such as Ayushman Bharat, pay only for
inpatient costs. Outpatient expenses, such as diagnostic workups, post-discharge
care, and follow-up tests, must be paid out-of-pocket (OOP) by patients.

el 3R FrdeTfoe AT AT, S HYHAT R, hdol TN G4l Bl AT
Rl 1 arsedde @i, S e qleor, 3erst & are B qwerd, R e
TI&TOT, T AT T 13- JHTH-qThe (OOP) ATl Tl ST &

e Such expenditure constitutes nearly 50% of total healthcare costs.
UHT 4T Hol TARLY CTHTS Tl Sl I 50% SAel §

e India’s public health expenditure has always been less than 2% of GDP, resulting in
shortages of healthcare personnel, diagnostic and treatment facilities, and essential
medications in public hospitals.

AR HT WAool TAELT T ZHATGDP & 2% & &H IET ¢, fodd SRoT adeifas
3RYCTell # T FHAURAL, e 3R 3Tar giawnsit, 3R 3raeas gansit & HAr
g s Bl

o Delays in diagnostic tests and surgeries further strain the system, and many cancer
cases are diagnosed at advanced stages, leading to higher treatment costs and poorer
outcomes.

e qdretort 3R Forr & &3 wotmell W 3R ga1a srerdr §, 3R &% FaX A &1
e 37t Aot & foRar Sar &, 9w 3R & oerd 9 S § 3R oo e
g &l

e Given the limited public health facilities, private healthcare is a thriving business, with
the Indian hospital market valued at close to ¥8 lakh crore and a CAGR of 8%.
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QAT Frasifaeh Faeey aamsi F ¢@d gV, s Faeer 3@ne v Heldl-gerdr
IR g, [ad 9RAT 39dre ek &7 €8 o #8 & e 3R 8% $r CAGR
AT B

e The question arises: Is letting private healthcare thrive going to worsen the financial
toxicity of cancer?

HaTel 35T §: &1 Tl Ty S@HTS T Holel-foolal SafT Faw At T fasmaraar
@l 3R T HEm?

Addressing Financial Toxicity

R Rwreraar #1 gaifag F&r

e InIndia, public healthcare is a State subject.
RT H, TTdoifaieh TAELY SWHTT TsT &1 v g1

e Some States, such as Delhi, Maharashtra, Punjab, and Kerala, have implemented
several schemes to finance the direct medical cost of cancer care.

$O T, S Reeh, AEgRTSE, 0o, 3R 3, o FA 3@ & vogar RfFcar gt H
foaaifa &t & fav w3 daar oy 6 &
e To support direct non-medical costs, Indian Railways and Air India offer discounted

fares, while states like Himachal Pradesh and Haryana provide free bus travel for
cancer patients.

ggeT IR-RfrcT @t w1 g7da s F Ov, ardT W9 31k ww sfEar Raay
o gere ad €, STafeh Reamaer weer 3R gRamon o o Fa7 Afdat & fow g
T I UG A Bl

o Efforts from NGOs and networks have also helped.

TASIT 3N Acard & gl o o A i B

o For example, the National Cancer Grid has reduced the cost of 40 high-value cancer
drugs by 82% through pooled procurement.

3GIE0T & foT, AeTe FaX I3 & 40 35a Fea arel HUT qart I dAerd S 82% o
& T §, ogFa @lig & AreIA 4

e The Cachar Cancer Hospital and Research Center in Assam has adopted a holistic
approach to reduce out-of-pocket expenses (OOP), along with accommodation,
meals, and temporary employment opportunities for caregivers accompanying
patients.

A H FER FA HETATS AR ITHUT Fg o Areltallcns TICHIT 9= § arfes
HT3T-IHTG-GIHe T I HA fHAT ST Feb, WY & gar r Fwm, siierer, 3R At &
Y 3 aTel SEHTASART & T reurly s & 398 v fu &

e Only a strong political will and strategic investment in the public health system will
address the financial toxicity of cancer.

el Ueh Holgd Jeteifae Seomnrrfad 3 Fdafae Faed qurmel # wrefas faaer
& hE A T TAWerdar 1 FATU Hm|
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e However, until government spending on public health improves, nonprofits play a
crucial role in reducing this problem.

gTlifoh, ST deh TIHR T TGS TARLT W WA 8] 96dT, IR-ATHHN T 39
FHEDT &1 HH H H Teh Hecaqul A s 8

o By working at the grassroots level and conducting pilot projects, they can generate
evidence that governments can scale up to inform policies.

THFE TR W HH Fieh IR qIee IRASATC FATfeld Feh, I TIET Scdeed H Thd
¢ Toiee W Afaat 1 gRIT & & T aer deahdr

e InlIndia, nearly 3 lakh nonprofits are registered on the Darpan portal managed by
NITI Aayog, with over 85,000 focused on health and family welfare.

HRA &, o179 3 AT IR-TMHFRY HeraeT AMfer AT cary Feiferey gor 9iéa X gofiehel
g, o3 & 85,000 & 31 Farey 3R aRaR Feaor W Figa g

e But only a fraction of these specialize in cancer care.
Afhet SR F Shad Te foear FaT d@we F A9 &

o Larger nonprofits work across the cancer care continuum, from prevention to
treatment.

I3 I-aMHF Fero HEX CEHTA FI fAGROT & oIl IUAR doh &l Ifham H HH Fd
gl

o Smaller ones often operate in niche areas, such as assisting low-income patients with
paperwork, securing funding, and arranging essentials.

B IS 7FEX AfASE &3 7 17 g &, ST FH 3T are AN FH SRS

FIATE H FAce =T, fAaaIor Jrod i, 3R ATaIHATHT T TaTAT T

¢ Individual philanthropy, impact investments, and corporate social responsibility
(CSR) funding are central to financing nonprofits.

fFaea uatd F, warE @der, 3R FaRe aEfod fFaed (CSR) i k-
AHFR FIrSa! 1 AT e & AT i §

e Under India’s CSR Act of 2014, companies meeting certain criteria must allocate funds
for social causes.

#Rd ¥ CSR Irfafaasr 2014 & gd, Hulerdl 1 S $o AEST S Q@ A §, 3¢
FATS FRON & fov g 3mafed e afgul

o In 2022-23, the healthcare sector received over ¥6,800 crore in CSR funding.
2022-23 #, TATELT AT &1 T T6,800 FUS H 3TH T CSR I e F31T|
e However, granular data on specific areas like cancer remains limited.
gTellTeh, Hhax or faferse & W oo ser AifAd | 2l

e The Forbes’ 2024 report showed that the combined wealth of India’s 100 richest
individuals surged to ¥8.4 lakh crore.

wed 2024 RAE A owmam & #Ra & 100 @ AN AfFaT H1 G HUfT 8.4

" FUS I q’g“’v:r TS|
e A growing segment of the population has surplus wealth that can be donated while they
benefit from tax exemptions.
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¢, Safh I HU & e F ATH 307

e Critical catalytic capital would enable younger nonprofits to establish themselves and
scale their impact.

AgAT 3ERF oft JaT IR oA B I T I TS I AR 37
THTT Sl dGT H HETH FoT0e|

o However, individual philanthropy is lagging far below its potential.
gTell(eh, SARFAINT TATE HT 39 0T FHIGATHT & g IS &l

e Withrising pollution, rapid urbanisation, and unhealthy lifestyle changes, the
health and financial toll of cancer is set to rise significantly.

TEf0 & T vguor, Ash & erdieaon, 3R 3wy Shaerdel afiads & aryr, Fag &
Farey 3R R asr Frhr s arerm gl

e Indian philanthropy, CSR initiatives, government funding, and nonprofits hold the
power to alleviate the economic burden of cancer care.

AT AT 1, CSR ggd!, T G, 3t dR-amered Hareat & o HET
ST & MTAF et FT FH A I AFT §
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Why the tax cuts are a one way gamble

In a world where expenditure by the government is directly linked to tax revenue, any shortfall on the tax side will show up on the expenditure side as well. Despite the fall

of 8% in the effective tax rate, the Budget has es

imated direct tax collection to go up by 14%

|GS Paper lll: Taxation, Resources |

ECONOMIC NOTES

Rohit Azad
Indr: owdhury

t would not be an exaggeration to

say that this is the biggest tax cut

that the middle class has ever got in

any Union Budget. To be sure, the
tax-paying middle class in India is
nowhere near “middle” of the income
spectrum and, hence, those who would
directly benefit from these cuts are a
minuscule minority (between 2-3% of the
population). Nevertheless, it is indeed a
significant cut in tax rates for every class
of taxpayer. For those earning between
T7-%12 lakh a year, it is a complete tax
rebate, which was earlier applicable to
only those below 37 lakh. For others
earning more than %12 lakh, the
exemption limit has increased from 3 to
4 lakh. The rest of the tax slabs have also
changed favourably along with a cut in
the marginal tax rates. So, everyone
earning more than ¥7 lakh stands to gain
in taxes payable. No wonder this step, as
noted by the Finance Minister, will lead to
a fall in tax revenue to the tune of ¥1 lakh
crore. This is 8% of the direct income tax
collection of ¥12.57 lakh crore in the
current year,

Budgets are an exercise in both a
redistribution of income (through
differential variation in tax rates) and
affecting the level of economic activity
through its expenditure decisions.

Since the tax rebate has implications
for both, and a lot of the plans of the 2025
Budget ride on it, this piece primarily
focuses on this unprecedented fall in
income tax rates.

The logic behind the tax rebates
Despite the fall of 8% in the effective tax
rate as a result of this policy, the Budget
has estimated direct tax collection to go
up by 14%. A simple arithmetic calculation
would rell us that this requires the rise of
income to be around 24% (see Box 1).
With a projected growth of 10.1% in
nominal GDP, this means more than
double the growth in taxpayers” income.
This may or may not happen. Let's
discuss each of the two scel 3

First, the optimistic scenario. In the
backdrop of higher tax exemption limits
(from ¥7 to 212 lakh for zero tax and ¥3 to
¥4 lakh for those earning more than 12
lakh), this would require either a
significant rise in the number of people
earning more than 212 lakh and/or a
significant rise in the income of the
current taxpayers, that is, what
economists would call higher tax
buoyancy. If it’s the latter, this means
further concentration of income in the
hands of the upper classes. This may just
further the K-shaped growth that the
country has witnessed since the
pandemic. And if it's the former, this may
reflect some upward mobility at the
upper end of the income spectrum.

Worst-case scenario
Now, the pessimistic scenario. If the tax
buoyancy does not quite work out, the
implication of it is going to fall on the
poor and disadvantaged of this country.
In a world where expenditure by the
government is directly linked to tax
revenue, any shortfall on the tax side will
show up on the expendi side as well.
‘With the Fiscal Responsi
Management Act (FREM
governments are bound by how much
they can spend over and above their tax
revenue and that deficit limit is set in the
Budget every year (see Box 2). The state
effectively loses control over how much it
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Cutin taxes, rise in income?

The Union Budget for 2025-26 gave a significant cut in tax rates for every class of taxpayer. For those earning between $7-212 lakh a year, itis a com-

plete tax rebate, which was earlier applicable to only those below 37 lakh. For others earning more than 212 lakh, the exemption limit has increased

from 23 to 24 lakh

-

T = income Lax revenue
f = average income tax rate

¥ = total taxpayers’ income

G=(r+d)-¥
where,
G = rotal government expenditure
T = rotal tax revenue
¥ = Output IGDP)
d = FRBM deficit target
1 = total tax-GDP ratio

k|

Chart 1: Delivery versus promises in fiscal expenditure

(in 7 crore)

RE 2024 minus BE 2024 BE 2025 minus RE 2024
[ -soaos |
W
18,507 I B 3307

Total expenditure
Capital expenditure
Rural development

Urban development

Education 11584 [ | 14,596
PM-Poshan

Agriculture 10,592 |l 305578
Rashtriya Krishi Vikas

Food subsidy 7830 || 000
PM Anusuchit Jati Abhudaya

Health -1.255 || 10,279

RE: Revised Estimate; BE: Budgel Estimate

Chart 2: Cut in expenditure of some flagship schemes

Difference between Revised Estimate and Budget Estimate of 2024-25 (in 2 crore)

PM Vanbadhu Kalyan

PM Awas (Urban)
PM Garib Kalyan

Swacch Bharat Mission

Jal Jeevan Mission -47,469

PM Awas (Grameen)

16,501
2841 ]
2,467
1,583 |

a,340]
570 |

Source: Authors’ calculations, various budget documents, Government of India

can spend, and the fiscal policy becomes
pro-cyclical (it increases or decreases
with GDP) instead of countercyclical as it
is supposed to be. The idea of fiscal policy
arose in economics from the assumption
that it could be expanded in conditions of
slowdown and contracted during booms.
Adherence to FRBM does the exact
oppasite.

This government’s track record on
strictly adhering to its deficit targets is
quite telling. In a year, when the
government was worried about a
four-year low in economic growth, it has
dared to revise its deficit target down
from 5% as announced in the 2024 Budget
10 4.8%. No wonder this fall in deficit has
been managed through an almost across
the board cut in expenditures compared
to the figures announced in Budget 2024
(Chart 1 shows categories of expenses
where there has been a fall). The left
column in the chart shows the difference
between what the Finance Minister
announced last year and what the revised
expenses actually were. As is evident,
there has been a fall of 21 lakh crore in
total expenditure. So, the government fell
way short of its 2024 promises in terms of
its commitments. The promises made in
Budget 2025 (the right column of chart 1)
are a significant jump from the revised
figures of the last Budget. These promises

can enly be fulfilled if revenue plans turn
out to be correct otherwise there would
have to be similar (or more) cuts in the
actual expenses made in 2025-26.

That the government is extremely
serious about managing its deficit
becomes clearer if one looks at some of
the schemes that have been associated
with the Prime Minister. Chart 2 presents
the difference between the Budget and
Revised Estimates for some of these
important schemes. It can be seen that
the cut has been across most of the
flagship schemes. So, when this
government promises fiscal
consolidation, it really means it, no
matter what the underlying economic
circumstances are. The only exception to
this rule is perhaps the pandemic where
fiscal consolidation was paused for a brief
while.

Fiscal consolidation or contraction?
What is additionally worrying on this
count is that the Finance Minister has
announced an even lower deficit target
this Budget, down from 4.8% (RE 2024) to
4.4% (BE 2025). It's not fiscal
consolidation alone, it’s fiscal contraction.
If a 4.8% couldn’t deliver a turnarcund in
growth, a 4.4% is less likely to. Even if you
were a fiscal hawk, now is not the time to
be one. With growth slowing down, the
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Economy requires exogenous stimuli
(exogenous to the current level of
activity), which propels the economy.
Such an exogenous stimulus usually
comes from exports, corporate
investment or government expenditure.
With the last lever gone (as expenditure
becomes pro-cyclical), the government is
effectively banking on exports and
corporate investment to bring about a
rurnaround in growth. If we go by the
2025 Economic Survey, policymakers are
not very optimistic about global demand,
so it is clear they are expecting the
corporate sector to take up the slack.

If corporate investment has not picked
up despite tax cuts or aggressive capex
spending over the last four years, there
has to be the expectation that the income
tax cuts would increase consumption
demand, which would require an increase
in investment, thereby setting a virtuous
cycle of growth begetting growth. Yet
again, we are back to income tax cuts,
Does putting all your eggs in one basket
make sense when things are not going
your way? And yet, this is what the
government seems to have done. It'sa
one way gamble.

Rohit Azad teaches economics at
Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi.
Indranil Chowdhury teaches economics at

PGDAV college, DU

THE GIST

-

Budgets are an exercise in both
a redistribution of income
(through differential variation
in tax rates) and affecting the
level of econemic activity
through its expenditure
decisions.

-

This government's track record
on strictly adhering to its
deficit targets is guite telling. In
ayear, when the government
was worried about a four-year
low in economic growth, it has
dared to revise its deficit target
down from 5% as announced

in the 2024 Budget to 4.8%.

Wwhat is additionally worrying
on this count is that the
Finance Minister has
announced an even lower
deficit target this Budget, down
from 4.8% (RE 2024) to 4.4%
(BE 2025). It's not fiscal
consolidation alone, it’s fiscal
contraction,
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Why the tax cuts are a one way gamble

FT Held ThaTsT AT FAT 82

In a world where expenditure by the government is directly linked to tax revenue,
any shortfall on the tax side will show up on the expenditure side as well. Despite
the fall of 8% in the effective tax rate, the Budget has estimated direct tax
collection to go up by 14%

el g # SET WER AR AT e arer s WY FT USed @ 3T I §, I
et A S Y A g gar W ot R@$ et wemd T g H 8% Y PRmae &
qMASG, F9IC A GehaT FT WAT A 14% HT JEf& FT 36TATT 91T a7 2

Biggest Tax Cut for the Middle Class
Agad & fav @ T31 FT Heldr

o It would not be an exaggeration to say that this is the biggest tax cut that the middle
class has ever got in any Union Budget.

Tg gt AfArANEFT T8 g1 fF g geq 99 IR Fweld § S wegaer w1 walr o foRe
T Fore 7 e g
e The tax-paying middle class in India is nowhere near “middle” of the income spectrum,

and hence, those who would directly benefit from these cuts are a minuscule minority
(between 2-3% of the population).

HRA H T Gohlel ATl AL T FAAT0T & “7eg” & 31U Fg1 el g, 3R safav,
mmgm@mﬁma@amm(wz-s%m)a:w
gl

¢ Nevertheless, it is indeed a significant cut in tax rates for every class of taxpayer.

fFY oY, 7% & e @ & v &t & Ageaqer Fedh g

o For those earning between %7 lakh and %12 lakh a year, it is a complete tax rebate,
which was earlier applicable only to those below %7 lakh.

St @7 X7 9@ ¥ 12 A1 deh AT FA §, 396 fav I8 qof aX ge &, st g
shdel I7 ATE § A I dTed o9l 9T 9] A

e For others earning more than %12 lakh, the exemption limit has increased from %3 lakh
to ¥4 lakh.

ST @RT 12 o & 3% FATT €, 37 v ge fiATB3 a@ § Iea) 4 a7
J

e The rest of the tax slabs have also changed favourably, along with a cut in the
marginal tax rates.

T FT Tl o1 31Tohel ®T § deol §, Ty & Afotarer #T A A w1 715 T
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e So, everyone earning more than %7 lakh stands to gain in taxes payable.
SATIT, S 81 37 aT@ @ 30F FA €, 3¢ AT FIA AT FA A A1 91T

o No wonder this step, as noted by the Finance Minister, will lead to a fall in tax revenue
to the tune of %1 lakh crore.

FIS MY gt & 5T Feq @, o@r fr faa 7 & 3o0@ Far &, & TaFa 7 21
g FU3 S FRmae 3l
e This is 8% of the direct income tax collection of 12.57 lakh crore in the current year.

IE W aY & ¥12.57 @ FUT & TcFeT HIAFT HIAG FT 8% ¢

e Budgets are an exercise in both a redistribution of income (through differential variation
in tax rates) and affecting the level of economic activity through its expenditure
decisions.

TIC T & YoATdeRoT (I &R H Beararcas aRadsr & Aregs 4) 3R s@d =17
oot & AregH O 3w AfAR™ F TR & THfad e &1 T 79I ¢

e Since the tax rebate has implications for both, and a lot of the plans of the 2025 Budget
ride on it, this piece primarily focuses on this unprecedented fall in income tax rates.

fh FT Ge alal & [T Jo7d STerch 8, 3R 2025 e & &S Aol 30 W AR
A 8, TE oG HET &9 § ITHT & # §0 1aqd frae @ S B

The Logic Behind the Tax Rebates
FT g & NS A ghalFa

o Despite the fall of 8% in the effective tax rate as a result of this policy, the Budget has
estimated direct tax collection to go up by 14%.

58 AT & IRUTATTET ¥ FT T A 8% I TRrae & das[e, qoIe o AT

ST § o6 UedaT &7 AT H 14% FT SATHT g4
o A simple arithmetic calculation would tell us that this requires the rise of income to be
around 24%.

Teh HTUROT AT I0TAT & IAT Tolan o g8 T 3 & 918797 24% ' gefer
e gref

e With a projected growth of 10.1% in nominal GDP, this means more than double the
growth in taxpayers’ income.

ATHATT GDP # 10.1% T AT Jafel & HIY, $HA HAclold § o FIGTar3it $T A
# gefr e & 3ifee gl
e This may or may not happen. Let’s discuss each of the two scenarios.

g B Tl § IT wAgT &I HHdT gl ST A gt aRfegfadl ) Tar Y|

Optimistic Scenario

Jremardt aReew

e In the backdrop of higher tax exemption limits (from %7 lakh to %12 lakh for zero tax
and %3 lakh to %4 lakh for those earning more than %12 lakh), this would require either a
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significant rise in the number of people earning more than ¥12 lakh and/or a significant
rise in the income of the current taxpayers, that is, what economists would call higher
tax buoyancy.

T ge WATH Jef (37 ar@ A 12 A& e YT W IR WA A 4 A s 3o
AR & fT & 2 A & 31 AT §) & e H, 3894 v ar ar J2d@d
HRh FA dTe AEIT T HEIT H AGcaquT gefe hl HTaRTehcl gEN IHR/AT TAHATT
HIEIAT3 T T FA Agcaqol Jeftr T maegerar gref, I 3oa F wgfr o
e wEd g

If it's the latter, this means further concentration of income in the hands of the upper
classes.

IfE Ig 91 arem &, Y ST Aded & 6 3T HT GHeor 3T At & gt F 30
318 gram|

This may just further the K-shaped growth that the country has witnessed since the
pandemic.

g ATIC K-AHR A gefdr H AR Ferdr & Fohdl ¢, 98 4 o #AQMART & 4l ¢ g

And if it's the former, this may reflect some upward mobility at the upper end of the
income spectrum.

3N G Tg gger §, o I8 3T RAAOT S 3T9 BR W $o FEA9fA A1 A Fehel &

Worst-case Scenario

qad g aReey

If the tax buoyancy does not quite work out, the implication of it is going to fall on the
poor and disadvantaged of this country.

Ife FT ygfar Sieh @ A FET el &, Al AT THIT 2T o T 3R afdra qait
RECH

In a world where expenditure by the government is directly linked to tax revenue, any
shortfall on the tax side will show up on the expenditure side as well.

T AT gfAAT A STET WHR F 8T WY HT AT @ 37 &Il §, FT 96T & fhely off

FAY T TG FT 9&T W o @]

With the Fiscal Responsibility Budgetary Management Act (FRBM) in place,
governments are bound by how much they can spend over and above their tax revenue
and that deficit limit is set in the Budget every year.

TR SFAeY o yaua IfRfaad (FRBM) & dgd, TREN Jg FuRd s &
T areg gy § [ 3 U Y TEFa 8 IR Fdal @I T ohd! § 3R 98 °rer
AT AT TS H dF T a2

The state effectively loses control over how much it can spend, and the fiscal policy
becomes pro-cyclical (it increases or decreases with GDP) instead of countercyclical
as it is supposed to be.

TS gATdr ®9 & I8 T A8 X aodr [ ag fohdar @ & dahar g, 3R
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TR AT N-asfFasd a0 S & (I8 GDP & A1y §gdl AT gl g) JAafh 38
F3cIHSFIF gl TART 2T

The idea of fiscal policy arose in economics from the assumption that it could be
expanded in conditions of slowdown and contracted during booms.

Tt A 1 R 3efereT & g0 UROT @ S g3 AT T sq HY A
Eufaat & serr S gehar § 3R 3c@a & SRier dpfad fhar S devdT &

Adherence to FRBM does the exact opposite.
FRBM &l UTeleT 8l 38 ol &iar gl

Government’s Track Record on Deficit Targets

WHR FT g1 F dq&4 W ¢F Rrs

This government’s track record on strictly adhering to its deficit targets is quite telling.
S TWHR FH 3T °UIE & A&AT T H35 T UTeled Ll T ¢oh ReplS It TASE g

In a year, when the government was worried about a four-year low in economic
growth, it has dared to revise its deficit target down from 5% as announced in the 2024
Budget to 4.8%.

T a¥ #, 5id WHR AAF gefdr 7 9/ a9t 1 wFeradr T A d [fda f, 38
39T "IE & o8 ol 2024 gl § 89¥T 5% T GeThT 4.8% T {2

No wonder this fall in deficit has been managed through an almost across the board cut
in expenditures compared to the figures announced in Budget 2024.

IS IRTUY G foh G A T§ fIRTae a9 2024 # BN Hiehsl &1 Jololl H Tl H
ST g STITE heldl & ATCIH F THTe 315 B

Chart 1 shows categories of expenses where there has been a fall.

e 131 @i Fr Aforr fG@rar g ster g 3ns g

The left column in the chart shows the difference between what the Finance Minister
announced last year and what the revised expenses actually were.

ge H 910 Sictd H I8 fe@mr = § & oo av A &t s o givor & o 3ik
wgfta @t & areag & Far a7

As is evident, there has been a fall of %1 lakh crore in total expenditure.

ST o Fe €, el @Y # X1 ar@ F03 1 IREe 319 2

So, the government fell way short of its 2024 promises in terms of its commitments.
SafAIT, IR 370el 2024 & dTal & Hehlael A Gldaetrdisi & Hhr fIs E 75 &

The promises made in Budget 2025 are a significant jump from the revised figures of
the last Budget.

gole 2025 7 U 0 A% Row doic & gMfta HFsi § oF Agea ol F& &

These promises can only be fulfilled if revenue plans turn out to be correct, otherwise
there would have to be similar (or more) cuts in the actual expenses made in 2025-26.

geT dTal 1 Shdel I QU fRAT ST Fhll § AT ToFa Atare TEr @rfad giel 8,
3TAT 2025-26 H T 10 aredfas @at & s@Y g (A1 31f8%) Feldr =y gzaft)
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Government’s Commitment to Deficit Management

uTeT yaue # §IER A gfaagrar

That the government is extremely serious about managing its deficit becomes clearer if
one looks at some of the schemes that have been associated with the Prime Minister.

Ig o AR 39 U1 T JaEel el &l Ao dgc 18R g, IS g qemeam= & o1
T ASTAT FT W, A Tg 3R 3 TIs€ g 1 gl

Chart 2 presents the difference between the Budget and Revised Estimates for some
of these important schemes.

AE 2 3T HAgeaqo A3 & T qore 3R wenflra gt & & 1 3R weqa
HT g

It can be seen that the cut has been across most of the flagship schemes.

IE @I S Foha & [ weldh 31feier easraes araemsit & $r a3 8l

So, when this government promises fiscal consolidation, it really means it, no matter
what the underlying economic circumstances are.

Y, 519 T TR TARNT FAFT FT deT dl g, aF STHl Adds TI § g, I8
fds aRfPufear s s &l

The only exception to this rule is perhaps the pandemic where fiscal consolidation
was paused for a brief while.

39 fATH &1 ThATT 94TE ATIG AGTART § STel ATHNIT FA® bl U3 AT & fov
U fear arar am

Fiscal Consolidation or Contraction?

mmaﬁaﬁrmﬁgﬁ?r?

What is additionally worrying on this count is that the Finance Minister has announced
an even lower deficit target this Budget, down from 4.8% (RE 2024) to 4.4% (BE 2025).

59 R & o faRed Rideas ¢, a8 I8 ¢ R &= a3 59 soc dare § Jsg#

3R Y 7 FT AT §, 3 4.8% (RE 2024) ¥ TeH 4.4% (BE 2025) & 13T
I's not fiscal consolidation alone, it’s fiscal contraction.

I hael USRI FAFRA g1 ¢, Sioch Ig ASTRNIT HFT & |

If a 4.8% couldn’t deliver a turnaround in growth, a 4.4% is less likely to.

e 4.8% W Jeisl H Feolid =gl 3T, Al 4.4% ¥ Ig A FHIET &

Even if you were a fiscal hawk, now is not the time to be one.

ol & T Uh TAPINIT FHORAMN &l, 3 VAT Jefol HT GHI g1 ol

With growth slowing down, the economy requires exogenous stimuli (exogenous to the
current level of activity), which propels the economy.

geftr & AT gl & A1, FATTEAT & qEd I3t (S aoaAe it & & &
TeY ) &7 3TaeTehar g §, S 3rdegaedr A IRT ST ¥
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e Such an exogenous stimulus usually comes from exports, corporate investment or
government expenditure.

T T 3T g AT, FraRe A ar ey @ @ 3 B

o With the last lever gone (as expenditure becomes pro-cyclical), the government is
effectively banking on exports and corporate investment to bring about a turnaround
in growth.

3ifa# oaR e g a1ar § (i g N-amsfddsdd & Sar §), TR JHET & O
forie 3R FraRe e W @R & arfe 9efar & sgara o @

o If we go by the 2025 Economic Survey, policymakers are not very optimistic about
global demand, so it is clear they are expecting the corporate sector to take up the
slack.

Ife g 2025 T wdetor wr @, ar Afa AT Fr 3RTGF ART S TR 7 30®
3meardy A& T R L sufr g Tusec E F IFRe A A IFAc M R E B 9
HAT T QT HEM

o If corporate investment has not picked up despite tax cuts or aggressive capex
spending over the last four years, there has to be the expectation that the income tax
cuts would increase consumption demand, which would require an increase in
investment, thereby setting a virtuous cycle of growth begetting growth.

Ifg Fife e & Srase Moo ar ast 7 w3 Feld a1 srwes g =29 &
dasle 9efd A €5 &, A 3Fe FE el IfRT R et ekt & susiierar A
Ff, ors T Prr 3 Jefer e g, 39 SR qef Y qafr &Y T T
HHRIcHAS b TATAT gHaT|

e Yet again, we are back to income tax cuts.

T @, g7 3T Sl I arag 3 v §)
e Does putting all your eggs in one basket make sense when things are not going your
way?
S et e ueT F AT &, A Fr 39e Il 32 v @ AR F T@ar gASE &7
e And yet, this is what the government seems to have done. It's a one way gamble.
T oY, T 91T § F @R & foRar §1 I8 U vehawT Heer gl
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‘Monetary and fiscal
policies need to
work in tandem’

Ahead of RBI's monetary policy review, Finance Secretary indicates that

growth impulses would get a bigger boost if interest rates are reduced

|GS Paper lll: Economics|

Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

ith a non-infla-
w tionary Budget
marked by fis-

cal discipline, the Centre
has done its bit to support
growth and aid monetary
policy making, India’s top
Finance Ministry official
said on Tuesday, signaling
that monetary and fiscal
policies must not work at
‘cross purposes’ as the eco-
nomy will gain more trac-
tion if interest rates are
eased once inflation is
reined in.

The subtle nudge to the
central bank assumes sig-
nificance, as it comes a day
before the Reserve Bank of
India’s Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) con-
venes for its bi-monthly re-
view. The six-member
MPC’s decision on whether
to hold interest rates yet
again or kick off a rate cut
cycle, will be announced
by RBI Governor Sanjay
Malhotra on Friday.

“We have maintained
the fiscal consolidation
part that’s important, be-
cause we need to be non-
inflationary in our ap-
proach,” Finance Secretary
Tuhin Kanta Pandey said at
an event hosted by Asso-
cham. He was referring to
the Centre going beyond
its fiscal deficit targets in
this year, as well as next
year, for which the fiscal

Tuhin Kanta Pandey

Jan. inflation
likely cooled
t0 4.5%-4.7%

India’s retail inflation
likely eased to a five
month low of 4.5%-4.7% in
January, from 5.2% in
December, Bank of Baroda
(BoB) economists said on
Tuesday, citing a
significant cooling in the
price rise of essential
commodities to 4%
compared to 5.4% in the
previous month. On a
sequential basis, the
bank’s monthly Essential
Commodities Index
declined by a sharp 2.4%,
after 0.5% dip in
December, BoB economist
Aditi Gupta said in a note.

gap has been pegged at
4.4% of GDP.

“We have to work within
a certain fiscal regime, and
we have, to that extent,

aided the monetary auth-
orities to see that if they
have to do what they have
to do, we are supportive.
The fiscal policy and mo-
netary policy need to work
in tandem, not at cross
purposes... because a lot
more benefit will come
with monetary easing if we
are able to maintain the in-
flation under control,” Mr.
Pandey remarked.

“In any case, inflation-
ary policies can really
work only in the short term
in terms of pushing
growth, but for sustained
growth, we need to have a
good grip on inflation,” the
Secretary underlined.

Dismissing  concerns
about India’s tax base
shrinking due to the breaks
on annual incomes of up to
12 lakh, Mr. Pandey said
the government has to be
“compassionate” to tax-
payers “who have been
compassionate to us”.

“We have had a 20-25%
growth in personal income
tax in the last three years.
Are we shrinking the tax
base? The point is that in-
comes must rise with the
economy, and so will the
taxes. We don’t really gain
very much loading taxes
on the same people over
and over again,” he said,
promising further reforms
in the tax administration
regime in the coming years
so it won’t be seen as ‘ex-
tortionist’ or ‘insensitive’.

‘Monetary and fiscal
policies need to work in
tandem’

FifgF 3 TereiT Afaal
I ATHT F1H A A
T ¥

Ahead of RBI’'s monetary policy
review, Finance Secretary indicates
that growth impulses would get a
bigger boost if interest rates are
reduced

i3S A Ay Afa geftar @
v faw e ¥ @Fa & &F 3er
SIS &Y HHF A It § aF R
3R seEr @

With a Non-Inflationary Budget Marked
by Fiscal Discipline

el srperes @ Rftaa v R-Ags
g9¢ & 9T

. The Centre has done its bit to
support growth and aid monetary policy
making, India’s top Finance Ministry
official said on Tuesday, signaling that
monetary and fiscal policies must not
work at ‘cross purposes’ as the economy
will gain more traction if interest rates are
eased once inflation is reined in.

R & Y R #wFrey sfaed
HITGAR &1 &gl T Fg o gefer 1 qade
o 3R AfgE Aifa @#Aer 7 Ggar
R & T el sifF s & 7%
Hehel & g o e 3R Tt
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Aifaat = RAememrdy a8F O FT T8 a1 T1fev Fife rdcgarar & Fqmer afa
de fARN Ste AganE X 1 a1 forr Se 3N TS a¥ wA dr ST
e The subtle nudge to the central bank assumes significance, as it comes a day before

the Reserve Bank of India’s Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) convenes for its bi-
monthly review.

FT dF 1 g [ART Iha Agca War g, Fife I8 aRdT Raa dF & #ifgs Aifa
wfafa (MPC) garr 3r9e aY-w1fds wdfien & fov do & T & ggel 3MAT B

e The six-member MPC’s decision on whether to hold interest rates yet again or kick off
arate cut cycle, will be announced by RBI Governor Sanjay Malhotra on Friday.

BE-HEEIT MPC &1 g fAvTa foh sarer g &l e & T8 T@r siw ar ey & ek
F T T YTITA HT ST, RBI AT HAT Heg AT SaNT YHAR I B fohar Sream|

¢ “We have maintained the fiscal consolidation part that’s important, because we need
to be non-inflationary in our approach,” Finance Secretary Tuhin Kanta Pandey said
at an event hosted by Assocham.

‘GHA TAPET FAFT 7 98 fGEAT Foll0 TWT § S Agcaqul g, Fifeh g+ 3791
TReHIOT 7 I-AAgms @ @ifRe,” B afRT gt Fia a8 F e ga 3mafad
T HIIHH H gl

o He was referring to the Centre going beyond its fiscal deficit targets in this year, as
well as next year, for which the fiscal gap has been pegged at 4.4% of GDP.

dg 38 a¥ 3R 3Tl a¥ & U g ganT A9 AR g F e § AHUE A=
FT oo X B &, ST AT g1¢ &7 3har 4.4% g a1 [uiRa & = gl

 “We have to work within a certain fiscal regime, and we have, to that extent, aided the
monetary authorities to see that if they have to do what they have to do, we are
supportive. The fiscal policy and monetary policy need to work in tandem, not at
Cross purposes... because a lot more benefit will come with monetary easing if we are
able to maintain the inflation under control,” Mr. Pandey remarked.

‘& T ARG TR A F AR FH =T ¢, 3R gAY, 39 &€ a, Al
IO FT FGg HT § dIfh I S AT TR &, 38 I Toh, §H TS & | AThNT
Aifa 3k Alfger AT Fr Gora 7 T FT FET AR, 7 6 RV 38 4. FifH
3R EH AES 1 oA0T & T # warA €, A #ifew Raraa @ sga sl e
e, & 913 o fecquft &y

e “Inany case, inflationary policies can really work only in the short term in terms of
pushing growth, but for sustained growth, we need to have a good grip on inflation,”
the Secretary underlined.

‘R o Reufa & #gan$ A At Faor Y A oraT & F v Fe q@gF FA
L Hehell g, et TR JEf & AT, 57 AgIMS W 3reoT =01 T@e gen,” afkg &
39 W AR feam

+ Dismissing concerns about India’s tax base shrinking due to the breaks on annual
incomes of up to ¥12 lakh, Mr. Pandey said the government has to be “compassionate”
to taxpayers “who have been compassionate to us”.
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AR & FT IR & RApsa B DAt o1 @RS A g, A1 913 o FeT & AR
I 3T FIGTATHT & G “GATY” Gl <M “SiT AR Tk ATe] & &7, 5 al¥eh 3 A
12 AT dF & Sk & HRUT ™dr &1 wT I

¢ “We have had a 20-25% growth in personal income tax in the last three years. Are we
shrinking the tax base? The point is that incomes must rise with the economy, and so
will the taxes. We don’t really gain very much loading taxes on the same people over
and over again,” he said, promising further reforms in the tax administration regime in
the coming years so it won’t be seen as ‘extortionist’ or ‘insensitive’.

‘A o dfieT st & safFaera maa A 20-25% #r gEfr 3@ §1 41 §H H IMUR
& [&ps @ 87 Ng T8 & T 3T 1 3rdiegaeyr & @1y Fear ey, 3R I TR FW

Y ST §H IAd H TgT W AP W TR-IR o3 A A SAET olTe AgT I &,
Segie e, IE aTaT I gU T I ATl ast # FT wemeer sonet 3R gur v
STEA drfer 3® ScdigahRY AT ‘3rdeerelier 7 AT ST

Budget effect: Tata

Power mulls nuclear
reactor biz foray

GS Paper lll: Nuclear
Mtechnology

bAl

With the Union Budget un-
veiling a new 320,000
crore Nuclear Energy Mis-
sion to develop at least five
indigenously designed and
operational small modular
reactors (SMRs), Tata Pow-
er Company Ltd. on Tues-
day said it is mulling a fo-
ray into the SMR segment.
The government has
said it is looking at active
partnerships with private
players and promised
amendments to the Atomic
Energy Act and the Civil
Liability for Nuclear Dam-
age Act to encourage priv-
ate investments in nuclear

Address

energy.

Tata Power is keen to
take up the opportunity to
set up small modular nu-
clear reactors across the
country, the firm’s CEO
and managing director Pra-
veer Sinha said. “We are
keen to participate but are
awaiting more clarity on
the amendments,” he said.

The firm reported a 10%
growth in consolidated net
profit at 1,188 crore in the
third quarter (Q3) ended
December 31, 2024, on a
2% uptick in revenue from
operations which hit
15,118 crore. The compa-
ny’s operational capacity
stood at 6.7 GW in the
clean and green segment.

Budget effect: Tata Power mulls
nuclear reactor biz foray

q9IC YHTE: EIeT UTay qTAT[
RugFey Iqd@ T # 30 W AR
T e

Tata Power's Plans for Small Modular Reactors
in Response to Union Budget's 20,000 Crore
Nuclear Energy Mission

U g9ic & ¥20,000 F3 fFaAT Uit AT
¥ SaIT A T[T 9T’ H B AP RoFedt #
arefierly &Y AT

. With the Union Budget unveiling a new
20,000 crore Nuclear Energy Mission to develop
at least five indigenously designed and
operational small modular reactors (SMRs),
Tata Power Company Ltd. on Tuesday said it is
mulling a foray into the SMR segment.

T T 7 FA O FA grg wEeef Remsa v
T 3 gRETEd # i Alsger RuaeX (SMRs)
faef8d et & faw &7am 20,000 FU5 wfFerar

: 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website : patrioticias.in



Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

TSl fAeeT O fhar T g, erer gk Fuelt fAfARE A Herear i FEr % g SMR
& # FeH W@ W IR = @ ¥

e The government has said it is looking at active partnerships with private players and
promised amendments to the Atomic Energy Act and the Civil Liability for Nuclear
Damage Act to encourage private investments in nuclear energy.

WHER o FgT § & 95 @) @afRal & g afFg aEell W IR & @ ¢ 3k
gfFaat Far # fash A3t &1 gemar ¢ & fov weifds st vae ik R
afRfed v SR 34T vae & gAMUw H F arer R E

e Tata Power is keen to take up the opportunity to set up small modular nuclear
reactors across the country, the firm’s CEO and managing director Praveer Sinha said.

TIRT YTl R & H BR AGYeR ~GfFeay Ruaet TU1MUa ael & HT@ & o &
T seoe &, $ue & WE3n 3R yay s iR Rt @

o “We are keen to participate but are awaiting more clarity on the amendments,” he said.
‘GH AT A & AU o 8, ofshel Weleail W 3fRe TSl &l ok X @ &,
EGIGECT

e The firm reported a 10% growth in consolidated net profit at ¥1,188 crore in the third

qguarter (Q3) ended December 31, 2024, on a 2% uptick in revenue from operations
which hit ¥15,118 crore.

Faelt o el faAmdY (Q3) 7 10% gefer v Raie $, 3 1,188 F3 s wRAfAT Yaur
@Y 2T, 3R JifaRerw & T A 2% A FEfA g3, S 215,118 F3 dh Ug™ I, i 31
feiar 2024 1 @A g3

e The company’s operational capacity stood at 6.7 GW in the clean and green
segment.

FY I HETT &THGT 6.7 GW 2l 5 Fa=a 3R &¥ a7 & oy o
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Scans of seemingly empty space
reveal black holes not far from earth

If a star orbits a black hole, it will appear from a distance to be orbiting empty space. Gaia projects the star’s orbit on a plane in the sky while ground-based telescopes
meanwhile track how light from the star is shifted by the Doppler effect. Astronomers put these details together to infer the masses of the star and of the ‘blank’ space

[GS Paper llI: Space Technology |

Shamim Haque Mondal

stronomers have discovered a

gigantic black hole named Gaia

BH3 hiding close to the earth,

the third of its kind. All three
were discovered by the European Space
Agency’s Gaia telescope, which has been
constantly monitoring the motions of
billions of stars in our galaxy since 2013.

Black holes are fascinating to
non-scientists and astronomers alike.
They warp spacetime around them such
that anything that gets close enough to
the centre, even light, cannot escape back
to the universe. Yet black holes are still
“visible” because of the unique effects
they have on their surroundings. As
matter swirls around a black hole, it is
compressed, heated up, and emits X-rays.
In the Milky Way, there are around a

thousand black holes accompanied by
X-ray emissions. Cygnus X-1 is probably
the most well known.

Cosmic geometry

Of late, the Gaia spacecraft has also been
spotting the quiet ones not associated
with X-ray emissions.

If a (light-emitting) star orbits a black
hole, it will appear from a distance to be
orbiting empty space. Gaia projects the
star’s orbit on a plane in the sky.
Ground-based telescopes meanwhile
track how light from the star is shifted by
the Doppler effect to reveal its motion
along our line of sight, which is
perpendicular to the plane of the sky.

Putting these observations together,
astronomers can determine the
orientation of the star’s orbit in space and
based on that estimate its mass and then
the mass inside the ‘blank’ space.

When a sufficiently massive star dies, a
black hole forms.

The star’s death may happen as a
violent supernova explosion or a more
prosaic collapse. Most supernova
explosions leave behind neutron stars
rather than black holes, but neutron stars
can have no more than about three solar
masses.

If Gaia and Kepler’s third law together
reveal a luminous star orbiting a dark
object whose mass exceeds this
threshold, it must be a black hole.

Gaia’s first black hole

On June 13, 2022, Gaia scientists
published the spacecraft’s third data
collection comprising more than a billion
stars. This dataset revealed a star going
around something dark every half
earth-year. Its measured velocity matched
data collected by the Large Sky Area

Multi-object Fiber Spectroscopic
Telescope (LAMOST) in China.

The Magellan Clay telescope in Chile
observed the star on July 6, 2022, and
reported a much greater velocity. These
and subsequent measurements, made by
other telescopes more than three weeks
later, suggested the star was racing
around something no one could see.

The dark object and the yellow star
were as far apart as the sun and Mars are.
But the star was orbiting the dark region
three-times faster.

For a given separation, Kepler’s third
law says the pair’s total mass is related to
the square of the orbital velocity. Because
the star was moving three-times faster
than Mars, the dark object must have
been about nine-times as massive as the
sun — which meant it could only have
been a black hole.

Astronomers called the system Gaia
BHL. It is located about 1,560 light years
away and is the closest black hole to the
earth yet. This distance is 1.4% of the
Milky Way’s width. The black hole at the
galaxy’s centre is 26,670 light years away.

A third is revealed
A team of scientists headed by Kareem
El-Badry from the California Institute of
Technology observed a second black hole
with a mass of nine solar masses on
August 22, 2022, again by tracking a star
rapidly orbiting a seemingly empty
volume of space.

The team announced the discovery,

An artist's impression of the ESA Gaia spacecraft observing the Milky Way galaxy. ESA/ATG MEDIALAB/A. MOITINHO, CC BY-SA

ee

Further data from ground-based
telescopes confirmed that it is many
times more massive than any black
hole previously found in our galaxy.
Such a discovery is a rare occurrence
in astronomical research

called Gaia BH2, in early 2023.

BHI and BH2 are quite similar but Gaia
BH3 — the newest — is completely
different. It is the first black hole
astronomers have found in the Milky Way
galaxy’s outer reaches and the largest
known stellar-mass black hole in the
galaxy.

In July 2023, astrophysicist Pasquale
Panuzzo at the Paris Observatory was
examining unreleased Gaia data. He was
looking at what he called “binary fake
solutions™: stars that seemed to be
orbiting massive dark objects but only
because of undetected errors.

But one of the fakes turned out to be
real. In fact, Panuzzo and his colleagues
soon realised they had discovered the
largest stellar-mass black hole to date.

Its 33 solar masses easily surpasses
Cygnus X-1, the galaxy’s prevailing
heavyweight, by 12 solar masses. A yellow
giant star nearby orbited the black hole
every 11.6 years. On average, the star and
the black hole are slightly closer together

than the sun and Uranus are. The team
reported the discovery in April 2024.

In the sky, Gaia BH3 is located about
2,000 light years away in the constellation
Aquila and appears to be a passive black
hole: it is not actively pulling material in
from its surroundings.

Scientists have interpreted this to mean
it lacks a significant supply of matter in its
neighbourhood. It does not have
associated X-ray emissions either.

Studies of the composition of the star
orbiting it suggested that it was very old.
Harvard University astrophysicist Avi
Loeb suggested in a statement that this
means black holes as massive as BH3
“were made early in the universe.”

Black holes of this class were first
revealed in 2015 when the LIGO and
VIRGO experiments detected gravitational
waves emitted by a pair of black holes
merging. Each possessed 30 solar masses
and were located 1-2 billion light years
away from the earth.

Panuzzo said in a statement, “We
finally have an equivalent in our galaxy
that we can study because it is so nearby.”

“Further data from ground-based
telescopes confirmed that it is many times
more massive than any black hole
previously found in our galaxy. Such a
discovery is a rare occurrence in
astronomical research,” he added.

(Shamim Haque Mondal is a researcher
in the Physics Division, State Forensic
Science Laboratory, Kolkata.
shamimmondal709@gmail.com)

THE GIST

Black holes warp spacetime
around them such that even
light cannot escape. Yet they
are ‘visible’ because of the
effects they have on their
surroundings. As matter swirls
around a black hole, it is
compressed, heated up, and
emits X-rays

v

A black hole forms when a
star dies. It may happen as a
supernova or a collapse. Most
supernovae leave behind
neutron stars, but these are
no more than three solar
masses. If a luminous star is
orbiting a dark object with
greater mass, it must be a
black hole

v

On June 13, 2022, scientists
discovered a star orbiting
something dark. They were as
far apart as the sun and Mars.
But the star was moving
three times faster than Mars,
so it must have been
nine-times as massive as the
sun — which meant it was a
black hole. The Gaia BH1 is
the closest black hole to
earth yet
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Scans of seemingly empty space reveal black holes not far
from earth

@l yelld @1 arer 3faReT & Ehel @ war 91 § fF gt &
F5 & gl W sdw a1 §

If a star orbits a black hole, it will appear from a distance to be orbiting empty
space. Gaia projects the star’s orbit on a plane in the sky while ground-based
telescopes meanwhile track how light from the star is shifted by the Doppler
effect. Astronomers put these details together to infer the masses of the star and
of the ‘blank’ space

IfE FI$ aRT sodF g A IRNFHAT FI@T 7 A P A d@A W AT @ fF ag @l
T T IRFHAT FT @I §1 31 3w H 0F FAGT W AR AT FET FH gaRT
T ¢, Fafr Feller 9¥ fPua qIellel 39 a1 W AoR @l § F ar & = aren
YT STYe YHIG ORI fFd aiE ¥ TUEERT giaT §1 @adfagl o g @aoi &t
TF WY SBF aR AR RFT T F GeTATT FT AT T

Astronomers Discover Gaia BH3, a Gigantic Black Hole Close to Earth

gl & qedt & 9 v fere s gier amgAr BH3 F @it i

e Astronomers have discovered a gigantic black hole named Gaia BH3 hiding close to
the Earth, the third of its kind.

GINATETIT & AMSAT BH3 ATHG Teh fawrrer seleh g1l Tioll § i geal & are fodr
B3 &, S 38 YR T T sei ghel &

o All three black holes were discovered by the European Space Agency’s Gaia
telescope, which has been constantly monitoring the motions of billions of stars in our
galaxy since 2013.

g1 Il Soleh gled 1 Wi TUHT FIF Told! & amEaT TelleaI gy & 918, it
2013 ¥ AR Ioadr 7 3RS PRt fr a1fad & TR Afaer & @1 &

e Black holes are fascinating to both non-scientists and astronomers alike.
Soioh gled IR-danfas 3R @aerniEat aar & T 3mevs gid 8l

e They warp spacetime around them such that anything that gets close enough to the
center, even light, cannot escape back to the universe.

9 U IRT IR WA F A& &, Al S Fig & I GgIA §, Tei b
9H1eM, 98 SEAS H IIF g1 e ohdTl

e Yet black holes are still “visible” because of the unique effects they have on their
surroundings.
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Y off sl gicw “Raré & & Fifh 39T 379aT 3ME-I9 & aidiea]eT | 3Efaa
NG 93T gl
As matter swirls around a black hole, it is compressed, heated up, and emits X-rays.

SI9 9erd sefeh glel o ORI 3N gAT &, dF Ig THiad gl &, I gielm g, 3R XY
3cafard T gl

In the Milky Way, there are around a thousand black holes accompanied by X-ray
emissions.

fAedh T H T §9IR seleh gled g, ST XX 3cdoidl & AT g &1
Cygnus X-1 is probably the most well known.

AZIAT X-1 ARG T8 9ficy gl

Cosmic Geometry

HITCAF SAA

Of late, the Gaia spacecraft has also been spotting the quiet ones not associated with
X-ray emissions.

eIl &1 H, IMgAT FTAFHIFE o1 37 37 AT seleh gled Bl oET ¢, o XX IeaoteT §
AT el &

If a (light-emitting) star orbits a black hole, it will appear from a distance to be orbiting
empty space.

IfE S (FRT Schoih) ART sl gel T IRFAT FIAT §, F Ig g7 I @Wrelt T &
IR 3 ARSHOT FHIAT g3 fer@rs &

Gaia projects the star’s orbit on a plane in the sky.

IAMSAT AR T FHETT T HH F Teh dof T IEcT e g

Ground-based telescopes meanwhile track how light from the star is shifted by the
Doppler effect to reveal its motion along our line of sight, which is perpendicular to the
plane of the sky.

g &1, offR MR CNERIT g ¢h XA & T dR U YehIel STTe THIT GaRT Hd
TUATIRT 8T &, 9 396 a1fa AR £iSeahivr I@T & FTY Yhe Bidl &, SiT 3TTehrer
& dd & 9fd dead g g

Putting these observations together, astronomers can determine the orientation of the
star’s orbit in space and based on that estimate its mass and then the mass inside the
‘blank’ space.

SoT 3Tdcllehell I Ueh AT AT, @& dr I FeTr Fr fegom &1 FuRoer ax
e ¢ 3R 38 W 3mRd 3u gege 3R R @l T 7 GeIAR # AT
S Fhd g

When a sufficiently massive star dies, a black hole forms.

S T gATeT fAMe dRT #RAT &, dF U sl @il aeidT 8|
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e The star’'s death may happen as a violent supernova explosion or a more prosaic
collapse.

R #T 7Y fFaw gueatar REwe ar v 31t JraRer fREe s &7 # g gl g

e Most supernova explosions leave behind neutron stars rather than black holes, but
neutron stars can have no more than about three solar masses.

iftrspier guaattar faemie sdieh glel & oy #gia ¥ BIsd &, Aifhet gl T &l
ceg AT et EN geaATe @ 3 w67 8 Hehell|

o If Gaia and Kepler’s third law together reveal a luminous star orbiting a dark object
whose mass exceeds this threshold, it must be a black hole.

afe; amgan 3R oo F1 N fATH ATH v gAGI U AR HT AT oA § ST Th
M g & IR IR IRGATT X @M & 3R ST gega@= g8 AT A IR =
ST &, A I8 sele gier g gl aifeu|

Gaia’s First Black Hole

ASAT FT YgeT sols el

¢ OnJune 13, 2022, Gaia scientists published the spacecraft’s third data collection
comprising more than a billion stars.

13 [ 2022 &I, MSAT dafaet o aReras & fa Ser Hag & e fomar, foras
TH 3T § 3O R{anr i@ A

e This dataset revealed a star going around something dark every half earth-year.
$H STT AT o Teh R &I N a8 $ IRT 3R & Jmem geeft a¥ & gAd g e
e Its measured velocity matched data collected by the Large Sky Area Multi-object Fiber
Spectroscopic Telescope (LAMOST) in China.

sghr AT IS AfT AT A YT I3 3H1T AT Hedl-3ieaFe FIZay TAFThIH
AFRIT (LAMOST) E@RT T fohT 31T 3T & Aol Tl &l

e The Magellan Clay telescope in Chile observed the star on July 6, 2022, and reported
a much greater velocity.

el & fPua Adee 7o TfERIT o 6 FAT$ 2022 1 AR HT raclieher T 3R ww
ag?raspr?rﬁﬁrﬁq’réﬁl

e These and subsequent measurements, made by other telescopes more than three
weeks later, suggested the star was racing around something no one could see.

geT 3R a1g & AT, S 3T ARG GaRT i Aedlg @ 3HF a1g 7S, A Hoved
fear & arr iR O I & IRT 3R s T o1 O #IS A @ dear Tl
e The dark object and the yellow star were as far apart as the sun and Mars are.
37t aeq 3R drer ar 3a= & oY & e Year SR Herer v gt g g
e But the star was orbiting the dark region three-times faster.
Afehe ART 3N &F & IRT 3 AT =1 At & TRYAT T @ M|

o For a given separation, Kepler’s third law says the pair’s total mass is related to the
square of the orbital velocity.
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& a8 g & AT, IR w1 faw BFIH FEar § & NS F Fol geaHA waly afq &
I § FErd g gl

Because the star was moving three-times faster than Mars, the dark object must have
been about nine-times as massive as the sun — which meant it could only have been a
black hole.

Fifeh IRTHIS § olieT IAT AT a1fT & Tor QT AT, 3 T T Gegdm= gF 4
aTsaT it AT HfAF Gl WRT AT — TR ATeld AT foh GE ol Ueh sl BT &Y
Hehdl AT|

Astronomers called the system Gaia BH1.

GINAMTETTT T T YUl T IMSAT BH1 FHgT|

It is located about 1,560 light years away and is the closest black hole to the earth yet.
Ig 1,560 FTer 99 g &Ud § 3R 319 o gl & Fad F solwh gir b & F e
1T &l

This distance is 1.4% of the Milky Way’s width.

I5 o faedhr & Al &1 1.4% B

The black hole at the galaxy’s centre is 26,670 light years away.

et & dg 7 fFua sots giel 26,670 warer a¥ ¥ Bl

A Third is Revealed
ofrer gerrar gam

A team of scientists headed by Kareem El-Badry from the California Institute of
Technology observed a second black hole with a mass of nine solar masses on
August 22, 2022, again by tracking a star rapidly orbiting a seemingly empty volume of
space.

Fawiferar sEeye e Saatdrsl! & FOA TA-T8) GaRT Aqgicad d=latenl T T T
o 22 IE 2022 T At @R GeTATT & T Teh GE seleh Glol T IHdeilehel fehal, ST
Teh TR F A A B gV @S o, St vk el gl arelr @rel SieE & RT3
IRATT FHT T AT

The team announced the discovery, called Gaia BH2, in early 2023.

AH J 2023 F UK # amsAr BH2 T @isr $r aiwom fi

BH1 and BH2 are quite similar, but Gaia BH3 — the newest — is completely different.

BH1 31 BH2 &1 AT ¢, Afdhet Im$AT BH3 — S §a8 &1 § — QU @ & 3eldr
gl

Itis the first black hole astronomers have found in the Milky Way galaxy’s outer
reaches and the largest known stellar-mass black hole in the galaxy.

Ig UG selh gl & o @aaenfEaal a e 3 il & aed &= AT §
3R g doedr F 319 dF FT W 981 AT TER-AT sod gd ¢l

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

In July 2023, astrophysicist Pasquale Panuzzo

FeAT§ 2023 #, FIANAATE IRFATA ITesall

In July 2023, astrophysicist Pasquale Panuzzo at the Paris Observatory was
examining unreleased Gaia data.

SIS 2023 H, ARA JereATAT & TINCIMET qrEFaTel Qlelssil 3TTHIRICT AFAT S R S
N T I

He was looking at what he called “binary fake solutions”: stars that seemed to be
orbiting massive dark objects but only because of undetected errors.

ag 3o AT H AT W @ ¥ Dee 3ogia ‘Tt B Fiegaq@” Fgl 9 ar i e
3@3@ﬁ$ﬂﬁ3ﬁﬁwmﬁ§¢m@ﬁﬁ,dﬁm hael 37T Ffedt &

U7 |
But one of the fakes turned out to be real.

msﬂﬁﬁwwmﬁwm@ﬂ

In fact, Panuzzo and his colleagues soon realized they had discovered the largest
stellar-mass black hole to date.

aEdd &, diedsoll AR 37 Gl o Sfog, &1 HgqE fhar foh 3eglal 319 de T
W 99T TER-ATH sos @i T forar |

Its 33 solar masses easily surpasses Cygnus X-1, the galaxy’s prevailing heavyweight,
by 12 solar masses.

$HhT 33 AR GedATeT W57 X-1, Al & 9@ #ARY soleh gl 1 12 ¥R geaaer 4
I § 9R HT AT g

A yellow giant star nearby orbited the black hole every 11.6 years.

g # BUd v fiar SR aRT &7 11.6 AT 7 soleh gl & IRT 30 IRYFAUT Har

a1

On average, the star and the black hole are slightly closer together than the sun and
Uranus are.

3T, ART 3R sl 8ol YA 3R A T Jolell H 1S Fl g1t 2|
The team reported the discovery in April 2024.
O o 3¥A 2024 F FH il dI RO &

Gaia BH3 in the Sky
AT & AMSAT BH3

In the sky, Gaia BH3 is located about 2,000 light years away in the constellation Aquila
and appears to be a passive black hole: it is not actively pulling material in from its
surroundings.

THATT H, AMSAT BH3 918137 2,000 Tahrer a9 ¥ U &, rfegan a4 7 3K 78 0
AT =& AT v AT & I8 FfT §T § 39 39 ¥ TG T AR T 7T
T @ B
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o Scientists have interpreted this to mean it lacks a significant supply of matter in its

neighborhood.
A & sa 3 Tg Fren § e AU gard H FS Fgcaqut Imqfe A&
gl
e It does not have associated X-ray emissions either.
O X-Y Ichoi 8 AT g1

o Studies of the composition of the star orbiting it suggested that it was very old.
$Hh IR 3R IRHFAUT T I§ AR & Foeo & IJCTIT F 9T el & a8 dgd Q=

1|
e Harvard University astrophysicist Avi Loeb suggested in a statement that this means
black holes as massive as BH3 “were made early in the universe.”

gras fraflearey & gataareh srd diva o vk 3= A goa A & sae
HAadd & & a7 f92me BH3 31 sofe @il "SedAis & Sfedl ST a7 "

Black Holes of This Class

39 A & solw gew

e Black holes of this class were first revealed in 2015 when the LIGO and VIRGO
experiments detected gravitational waves emitted by a pair of black holes merging.

$H AU & Soleh gled T Tgel GelrdT 2015 H E3M AT, 59 LIGO 3R VIRGO vt o
ok gled & Teh SIS o faord & Scafold JcdlehyuT TRalt &l Tl of@mmam T

e Each possessed 30 solar masses and were located 1-2 billion light years away from
the Earth.

Jcdeh T geddleT 30 WR GedA T a1 3R ¥ gedr 4 1-2 Rfdaer yemer a¥ oy ua ¥

e Panuzzo said in a statement, “We finally have an equivalent in our galaxy that we can
study because it is so nearby.”

Ulefooll @ Teh ST H gl "7 IR gAN el # Toh @A Ao 3 g 5
&H 3EYTA X Thd & Fifh I§ 3= I gl”
e “Further data from ground-based telescopes confirmed that it is many times more

massive than any black hole previously found in our galaxy. Such a discovery is a rare
occurrence in astronomical research,” he added.

"afr amafa Tehwwrat @ 3 Ser & gfte & & 75 gAry Aol # 3@ o 9rv v
foell o stk BT @ g [T 3UF GegAT arer g1 TH Wil GalerrENg iy &
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A pise};riﬂsiexe in the desert

Q: What is the
Extremely
Large
Telescope?
A: The
Extremely
Large
Telescope is planned to be one
of the most capable
astronomical observatories
ever assembled. The
telescope, currently about 60%
complete, is intended to
search for evidence of
potential life on exoplanets
and peer back in time to look
for the universe’s earliest stars
and galaxies. Its first scientific
observations are expected by
the end of 2028.

Itis a $1.51 billion project of
the European Southern
Observatory (ESO)
intergovernmental research
organisation and is under
construction in northern Chile.
“It is going to impact
practically all areas of
astronomy. We are going to be
able to see how the first
galaxies were formed at the
beginning of the universe,”
said astrophysicist Itziar de
Gregorio, the ESO
representative in Chile.

He added that researchers
plan to use it to “characterise
stars in other galaxies” and
advance their understanding
of exoplanets. In particular, we

The Extremely Large Telescope is under construction in
northern Chile. Image is an illustration of the
completed telescope. CREDIT: ESO

are going to be studying the atmospheres” of
exoplanets for signs of life, he added.

The telescope’s giant primary mirror will be
made of 798 small mirrors and collectively be
about 39.3 metres wide.

It is situated in the middle of the arid Atacama
Desert, considered one of the best places on the
earth for astronomy. The telescope is located on
Armazones Hill, about 3 km above sea level and
about 1,000 km north of Chile’s capital.

The telescope is expected to be the largest
optical-infrared facility in the world for decades.
The mirrors are ready and awaiting installation.
— Reuters

N
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2028.

A piercing eye in the desert

T 7 e U Jew

Telescope is Planned to be One of the Most Capable
Astronomical Observatories

THTHIT FT 3T TF FT IO T&TH GINTART gl g
I & A &

e The telescope, currently about 60% complete, is intended
to search for evidence of potential life on exoplanets and peer
back in time to look for the universe’s earliest stars and
galaxies.

I AT, ST TAATT H TN 60% Y &, TFAICAATH TN
AT SliaeT & YHT gool & U 3R g & 98 S
SEAS & Ul dR IR THREREMAT H ToT e & fow

ST T B
o lts first scientific observations are expected by the end of

g% Ugol dATAS dcilehel 2028 & 37d deh 8l &1 37 &l

Itis a $1.51 billion project of the European Southern Observatory (ESO)
intergovernmental research organisation and is under construction in northern Chile.

I $1.51 fafaaer 1 aR@e=r & S g gf@oft aeremer (ESO) e wXRY e
TITasT Fr g 3R I8 398 R J AaAomeda g

Impact on Astronomy
GIMTART 9T TATT

“It is going to impact practically all areas of astronomy. We are going to be able to see
how the first galaxies were formed at the beginning of the universe,” said astrophysicist
Itziar de Gregorio, the ESO representative in Chile.

"G o1 I &Y H WANTAEA R T3 STelell| §H Ig oW UIGal f& FeaAis i
3N H Tgrel HTRTREISAT T FAATT 3 37, e gleorar 3t FRET, s et

ESO & yfafafer g1

He added that researchers plan to use it to “characterise stars in other galaxies” and
advance their understanding of exoplanets.

3egie Ig o SeT T eNerehdT SHeT IUANer "3 rehrererem3it & arY @ fervard
fAeTRa e 3R vaacdsiea & SR F 39T THST FT AP FelA H WA T 7

gl
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e In particular, we are going to be studying the atmospheres of exoplanets for signs of
life, he added.

AT &7 @, 57 TFHICAACH & IGASAL T ICATA SN AT Siiaet & el AT T,
3egia st

Telescope’s Primary Mirror

TR FT GHG 9o

o The telescope’s giant primary mirror will be made of 798 small mirrors and collectively
be about 39.3 meters wide.

EelEehIy &l Taermer yRIAE gdor 798 B Uit & a1 g AR Ig Fel [ATHRT Farerar
39.3 #Hex =i gl

Location and Construction

T 3t fAsAor

e ltis situated in the middle of the arid Atacama Desert, considered one of the best
places on Earth for astronomy.

e T HeTHAT IAEdE & §iw & BUd g, T8 gl W @aaars & or Jod
3T TAET H F Th AAT AT g

e The telescope is located on Armazones Hill, about 3 km above sea level and about
1,000 km north of Chile’s capital.

Ig ToNEhIy AT w e X f&ua §, S |g el @ oferster 3 et 3¢ 3k Ry &y
ST & ofarstaT 1,000 faft 3a% # §

Expected Status
nfaa Fufa

e The telescope is expected to be the largest optical-infrared facility in the world for
decades.

CONERIT I SR Teh GIAAT T FIW T3 HCeFHo-gohRs FIAUT aetel AT 3701 ¢
e The mirrors are ready and awaiting installation.

gqur IR ¥ 3R TUTYT FT SdaR AT w/

TOPICS COVERED (PCS Special)

1. After Indore, Bhopal also bans begging, giving alms /

et & a1 st & sft ot AT 3R e & ox wfaeer
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After Indore,
Bhopal also
bans begging,
giving alms

The Hindu Bureau
_ BHOPAL

The Bhopal district admi-
nistration has imposed a
ban on begging, giving
alms and purchasing any
goods from beggars in the
Madhya Pradesh capital,
authorities said on Tues-
day, a month after a similar
order was issued in Indore.

In an order dated Febru-
ary 3, Bhopal Collector
Kaushalendra Vikram
Singh invoked the Bharati-
ya Nagrik Suraksha Sanhita
(BNSS) Section 163(2) to
completely prohibit beg-
ging, giving alms or pur-
chasing any items from
beggars. The order also
stated that those who vio-
late the regulations will be
prosecuted under BNSS
Section 223.

‘Involved in crime’
Earlier on January 2, In-
dore Collector Ashish
Singh had also imposed a
similar ban in the district.

“These people (involved
in begging) are disobeying
the government’s order to
curb begging and creating
hindrance in traffic man-
agement. People from oth-
er States and cities are also
involved in begging in the
city, many of whom have a
criminal history. Most of
the people involved in beg-
ging are also involved in
drugs,” the order by Bho-
pal Collector reads.

The Collector said that a
shelter home at a com-
munity health centre in
Bhopal’s Kolar area has
been reserved to rehabili-
tate the beggars.

The order further read:
“Under Section 163 of
BNSS 2023, begging is
completely banned within
the entire revenue boun-
dary area of Bhopal dis-
trict. Legal action will be
taken against the person
who gives anything or buys
any goods from them in
violation of this order.”

Meanwhile, a man in In-
dore was also booked on
Tuesday for giving ¥10 to a
beggar near a temple, pol-
ice said.
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After Indore, Bhopal also bans begging, giving alms

et & a1 st & sft it AT 3R e & ox wfaeer

Bhopal District Administration Imposes Ban on Begging
sirarer forem werde & amgfa @ wfaeer aemar

«On February 3, 2025, Bhopal Collector Kaushalendra Vikram Singh imposed a ban on
begging, giving alms, or purchasing any goods from beggars in Bhopal district. 3

TRE 2025 I AT Felde Hierels fashd g o ddrer ool A Bramgf, g &=, ar
fEfat @ frdt sft were A @lies 9 gfdey oem|

e The order was issued under Bharatiya Nagrik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS) Section
163(2), and those violating the order will be prosecuted under BNSS Section 223. Jg

3TTERT AR ARIRE HY&T Wiar (BNSS) URT 163(2) F g oINT foham 2, 31K
S SET ST 37ERT FT Seoitled Hidl, 3% [Wellh BNSS 4RT 223 F dgd HRAS dT
STTafY|

oA similar order was issued in Indore on January 2, 2025, by Indore Collector Ashish
Singh. &R # #f 2 STad 2025 AT &R Feleex IMefiT g EaRT S IHR FT 3
SR fRaT I 2T

*The ban was imposed as beggars are causing hindrance in traffic management and
many have a criminal history or are involved in drugs. &gl o Ig diceer safew

TEMAT T Fhifh FAERY AT g6t F $FhEec s © X 3R 398 T F3 & g
HTRIAF sfagm g I 3 Ffd verat & foca g1
«Many beggars are reportedly from other states and cities. RUIE & 3[dR, 3 @Ry
=g T4t AR A A 30 g
¢ A shelter home has been reserved at a community health center in Kolar area of
Bhopal for the rehabilitation of beggars. HIUTel & HIAR &1F 7 Teh WA FARLT g #

@Al & gerda & fow eror a7g IRfera fhar o gl
eLegal action will be taken against anyone who gives alms or purchases goods from

beggars. R8T 8 safFa & EATE Fp FRag F Al S FERIT F e &ar §
IT ATATT @l gl

<A man in Indore was booked on February 3, 2025, for giving 210 to a beggar near a

temple. 3&R & T TfFd W 3 BIGL 2025 F T AR & g F@ &+ 3103 &
HROT ATACT Gof fohdT T
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