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I500-crore fund gives
autonomy for National
Mission on Manuscripts

Allocation over next six years to be done through special committee; it is not yet clear if the new

‘Gyan Bharatam Mission’ announced in the Budget will be a part of the NMM or a separate entity

|GS Paper I: A&C

Sreeparna Chakrab
NEW DELHI

teps have been in-
Sitiated to make the

National Mission for
Manuscripts (NMM) auto-
nomous, with the Centre
allocating nearly I500
crore over the next six
years separately to the in-
stitution through a Special
Finance Committee.

The NMM was esta-
blished in February 2003
by the Ministry of Tourism
and Culture. A unique pro-
ject in its programme and
mandate, the Mission
seeks to unearth and pre-
serve the vast manuscript
wealth of India.

From this year, the
NMM has been again put
under a Central sector
scheme. For Central sector
schemes, all initiatives are
wholly sponsored and im-
plemented by the Central
agencies. The NMM was till
now functioning as a part

Conservation efforts: The NMM has digitised 3.5 lakh manuscripts
that contain 3.5 crore pages. FILE PHOTO

of the Indira Gandhi Na-
tional Centre for the Arts
(IGNCA). But for January to
March, the funds for the in-
stitution were routed
through the Sahitya Akade-
mi.

Budget proposal

The Special Finance Com-
mittee has allocated an
amount of ¥491.66 crore to

the body till 2031.

However, sources said it
was not yet clear whether
the new ‘Gyan Bharatam
Mission’ for manuscripts,
announced in the Union
Budget last week, would be
a part of the NMM or be a
separate entity.

According to the Budget
document, the Gyan Bha-
ratam Mission intends to

cover more than one crore
manuscripts.

It would undertake the
“survey, documentation
and conservation” of In-
dia’s manuscript heritage
lying with academic insti-
tutions, museums, librar-
ies, and private collectors,
Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said in
her budget speech on Fe-
bruary 1.

The Hindu had reported
last October that the Union
Culture Ministry was set to
“revive and relaunch” the
NMM, and was mulling the
formation of an autono-
mous body to help pre-
serve ancient texts.

According to the Minis-
try, the NMM has docu-
mented around 5.2 million
manuscripts across the
country.

It has conserved 90 mil-
lion folios of manuscripts
and digitised 3.5 lakh ma-
nuscripts that contain 3.5
crore pages.

¥500-Crore Fund
Gives Autonomy for
National Mission on
Manuscripts

Z500 FUS ST Bs
Uiy aigfaf e
S FAIIAAT eI
Tl §

Steps have been
initiated to make the
National Mission for
Manuscripts (NMM)
autonomous, with the
Centre allocating nearly
¥500 crore over the next
six years through a
Special Finance
Committee.

AT gigfafy e
(NMM) &I EIR—IT §ellel

& T #FcH 310 9T &, THA Fg F 39Tk og auf & AT FArs1er T500
0T Iafea frv & S v Ay fag gfdfa & #areaw @ ve= o
ST

The NMM was established in February 2003 by the Ministry of Tourism and Culture
to unearth and preserve India’s vast manuscript wealth.

NMM #T FIT9T $adt 2003 # gdea 3R GEHfa #Arery garr v a1g o, forgent
363eT Ra $1 Rure aigfAfy duar A @@ 3R 39 FEn g

New Funding Structure

AT fadT o fr giwon
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From this year, the NMM has been placed under a Central sector scheme, meaning
all initiatives will be wholly funded and implemented by the Central agencies.

=H a¥ @, NMM F TF FET 8T I & ded @7 7147 &, g 31 § o gaft
TEd T a¥E ¥ g WER A Wil g@an Faaie st srifeaa fr e
Previously, NMM operated as a part of Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts

(IGNCA). However, for January to March, its funds were routed through the Sahitya
Akademi.

g, NMM sfexr aneft Isdr war Fg (IGNCA) F1 Rear o1 gelifs, Saadt & Ay
a% 3UF B3 AIecT AFEHAT & ALIT ¥ YT v v|

Budget Proposal and Gyan Bharatam Mission
goic gFad AR AT HRaA R

The Special Finance Committee has allocated ¥491.66 crore to NMM till 2031.
iy g ¥Afd & NMM & faT 2031 dF ¥491.66 FUT mafed e 1

It is not yet clear if the new ‘Gyan Bharatam Mission’ for manuscripts (announced
in the Union Budget last week) will be a part of NMM or a separate entity.

7 Jrsft Tuse A § B A wRawA e (s Aed aare F g9 & afva gam
NMM T fEHT 819 AT TS 39T SHIS aIai|

The Gyan Bharatam Mission aims to cover more than one crore manuscripts,
undertaking their survey, documentation, and conservation.

AT ARAA AT FT T8 v w03 ¥ Ao aigfafRat # anfde war 3 s
FHRTOT, SEATASHHIOT A FIATOT YHHAT FY QT FIAT & |

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman announced this in her budget speech
on February 1.

FOT B 7 e HTRATT & 1 FEd F IS Foie AT F sHET "o F|

NMM’s Achievements So Far

HT dF NMM &Y 3uarfeerar

The Union Culture Ministry had planned to revive and relaunch NMM as an
autonomous body to preserve ancient texts.

FT FEPfA #AFeT F NMM A Ioeiifaa it BT @ dfca F3 & derer o o,
oo gl 7t & wxfda e o 9%

The NMM has documented around 5.2 million manuscripts across India.

NMM & X Ra & aererer 5.2 fafaaer (52 arw) aigfafiat &1 qrarasiator fmr 2

It has conserved 90 million folios of manuscripts and digitized 3.5 lakh
manuscripts, containing 3.5 crore pages.
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Central Sector Schemes (CSS)

e Central Sector Schemes (CSS) are initiatives fully funded and implemented by the
Government of India, targeting various sectors to promote national development and

welfare.
e These schemes are distinct from Centrally Sponsored Schemes, where both the

central and state governments share funding responsibilities.
Key Features of Central Sector Schemes:

e« Funding: Entirely financed by the central government, ensuring uniformity across all

states.

o Implementation: Managed by central government agencies or departments, allowing
for standardized execution nationwide.

o Objective: Address issues of national importance, such as infrastructure
development, social welfare, and economic growth.

Examples of Prominent Central Sector Schemes:

e Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-Kisan): Provides income support to
farmers by offering 6,000 annually in three installments.

e Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY): Aims to increase financial inclusion by
ensuring access to financial services like banking, credit, and insurance.

e Smart Cities Mission: Focuses on urban renewal and retrofitting to develop smart
and sustainable cities across India.

al Centrally Sponsored Schemes (CSS) —
Overview

x# Centrally Sponsored Schemes (CSS) are programs jointly funded by the Central
Government and State Governments, but implemented by the respective states. These
schemes aim to promote balanced development across regions by focusing on critical
sectors such as education, health, agriculture, and rural development.

© Key Features of CSS:

Joint Funding — The Central Government contributes a fixed share, while the State
Governments provide the remaining funds.

State Implementation — States have flexibility in execution, but must follow central
guidelines.
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Sector-Specific — Focus on poverty alleviation, infrastructure, and human resource
development.

@ Funding Pattern of Centrally Sponsored Schemes

The funding ratio between the Centre and States varies:
+ General Category States — 60:40 (Centre:State)
+ North-Eastern & Himalayan States — 90:10 (Centre:State)
+ Union Territories — 100% funded by the Centre

Historical Background

© The concept of CSS was introduced during the First Five-Year Plan (1951-1956).

¢ In 2015, the 14th Finance Commission recommended rationalizing CSS, reducing them
from 66 to 28 core schemes.

s Types of Centrally Sponsored Schemes

© Core of the Core Schemes (Fully Funded by Centre)
Examples: National Social Assistance Programme (NSAP), Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA).

© Core Schemes (60:40 or 90:10 Funding)

Examples: Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY), National Health Mission (NHM),
Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana (PMKSY).

# Important Centrally Sponsored Schemes (CSS) -
Examples

TMahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGA)

+ Provides 100 days of guaranteed wage employment in rural areas.
+ Funding: 90:10 for North-East & Himalayan states, 75:25 for other states.

2 National Health Mission (NHM)
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v Focuses on maternal and child health, immunization, and healthcare infrastructure.
« Sub-Missions: National Rural Health Mission (NRHM) & National Urban Health Mission
(NUHM).

8Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY)

« Aims to provide housing for all by 2024.
v Urban (PMAY-U): 60:40 funding pattern.
« Rural (PMAY-G): 90:10 funding pattern for NE & Himalayan states.

41Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA)

« Integrates Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan
(RMSA), and Teacher Education (TE).
« Focuses on universal access to quality education.

Recent Updates on CSS (2024-25)

© Budget 2024-25 allocated ¥4.35 lakh crore for Centrally Sponsored Schemes.
© PMAY-Rural (PMAY-G) extended till 2024, with a target of 2.95 crore houses.
© NHM budget increased by 12% to strengthen rural healthcare infrastructure.

&€ Why Are CSS Important?

@ Balanced Growth — Helps reduce regional disparities by ensuring funds reach all
states.

M State Autonomy — States have flexibility in implementing schemes as per their
requirements.

Targeted Development — Ensures efficient resource allocation in key sectors like
education, health, and agriculture.
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Rwandan, Congolese leaders meet over
eastern DRC conflict, call for ceasefire

[GS Paper I: World Geography |

Agence France-Presse
BUKAVU

Rwandan President Paul
Kagame and his Congolese
counterpart Felix Tshise-
kedi joined a summit in
Tanzania on Saturday
where regional leaders
called for an “immediate
ceasefire” in the Democrat-
ic Republic of Congo.

The  Rwanda-backed
M23 armed group has ra-
pidly seized swathes of ter-
ritory in the mineral-rich
eastern Democratic Repu-
blic of Congo in an offen-
sive that has left thousands
dead and displaced vast
numbers.

Leaders before attending the Extraordinary Joint Regional Summit
at the State House in Dar es Salaam on Saturday. ArFp

The group took the stra-
tegic city of Goma, capital
of North Kivu province,
last week and is pushing in-
to neighbouring South Ki-
vu in the latest episode of

decades-long turmoil in
the region.

Mr. Kagame took part in
person at the summit in
the Tanzanian city of Dar
es Salaam that brought to-

gether the eight countries
of the East African Com-
munity (EAC) and 16-mem-
ber South African Develop-
ment Community (SADC).
Mr. Tshisekedi appeared
via video call.

“We call on all parties to
actualise the ceasefire, and
specifically on the M23 to
halt further advancement
and the armed forces of
DRC to cease all retaliatory
measures,” said Kenyan
President William Ruto,
current chair of the EAC.

The Presidents of Ke-
nya, Somalia, Uganda,
Zambia and Zimbabwe
were among those present
when the summit began.

Rwandan, Congolese |leaders meet over eastern DRC
conflict, call for ceasefire

arsT AR FEN & Aaist F qdf I Fed w doF A, wu
QA &1 ArEaeT AT

Rwandan President Paul Kagame and his Congolese counterpart Felix Tshisekedi joined
a summit in Tanzania on Saturday

@sT & Iseufa Ui A AR 39 Fiedr gHFeT bioasw REAFS ¥ afaar F1 denfaan

# e REy aFAaa & aer o

o Regional leaders called for an “immediate ceasefire” in the Democratic Republic of

Congo.

&R SAATHT o FN AFdiAS VRS H "dodhlel TITTARTA" 6T 37T T
e The Rwanda-backed M23 armed group has seized swathes of territory in the mineral-
rich eastern Democratic Republic of Congo.

@rsT FAMYT M23 W WHE & Wiol-Heteel qdf Ft dswdiiad IoReT J a3
fBE T et Y foram Bl
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e The offensive has left thousands dead and displaced vast numbers.
Tg EHAT §IRT AN bl Al T FROT ol & 3R TS TE&AT H 9T Iy gr 1T g
e The group took the strategic city of Goma, capital of North Kivu province, last week.
THg « MAT AT, S T 37 g, i 7 Toreneh g, oo grd o forr|

e The M23 group is pushing into neighboring South Kivu in the latest episode of decades-
long turmoil in the region.

M23 H#g &faror fFg A gadic T T 8, S 50 81T H el el SU-qa Hr

RIEIGRGREG IR

Mr. Kagame took part in person at the summit in the Tanzanian city of Dar es Salaam

ﬁ.wﬁﬁﬁm*ewwvmﬁﬁmaﬁw#wﬁmm#aﬁwg

e The summit brought together the eight countries of the East African Community
(EAC) and 16-member South African Development Community (SADC).

e FFAeeT 7 qdf anfrhr e (EAC) & 3ms gt 3iR gfdror anfrhr R weger
(SADC) & 16 HEET 2 &1 TshiAd fohar|

Mr. Tshisekedi appeared via video call

. R fifter sia & acaw @ s ke

o Kenyan President William Ruto, current chair of the EAC, called on all parties to
actualize the ceasefire.

Far & Tseufa RAfeasd ®&, 5 F EAC & adanT 3regeT &, golt ueft @ gudfaws
&I arEdfas §T & W] A H HTEdrT fha|

e He specifically called on the M23 to halt further advancement and the armed forces of
DRC to cease all retaliatory measures.

3ogie AT T A M23 T 319 T §6d &l Ushal 3 DRC FHI JUET ot & Tt
gfaeNtcas 3URT & §¢ e T AT F

e The Presidents of Kenya, Somalia, Uganda, Zambia, and Zimbabwe were present at
thesummit.

RIax geaterer # &ean, Wt Fanst, snfFaar sk e & aseofa sufeaa )

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper Il: Polity, Governance, and International
Relations)

1. BJP sweeps Capital / fiadt & Taremeft & shiq <=t
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2. U.S. judge blocks data access to Musk’s team /aﬁﬁ?ﬁ T

¥ wEw A AR AT deT g AP
3. Low Representation of Women in Delhi Assembly / f&eelt
RtmerasT & ARt fr Fa HEle

4. Freebies, Governance and More: Key Lessons and Impact

of Delhi Election / WhYdiaT, emaer 3R 37 #Ageaqur ard: feea
AT & Y@ Haa 3R gemE

5. Impact of Trump’s Trade War / €9 & SITYR J&Y FT TG
6. Are freebies and welfare schemes different? / 4T qFd
ANTATT T FEAOTHFRY ASATT AT &2

7. Tribunal at the Receiving End / 3TeRTSET #IITAHI0T T

e
8.Low-hanging fruit / 3mdTer farems

9. Port of contention / faaIfed deteg
10.Domestic interests, global cost /EI'Q?‘[\ fed, aRa®w awra

11. Three Baltic states disconnect from Soviet-era power

grid / it aTfeed 2 WAIT-Zor & G s & e go
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BJP sweeps Capital

AAP wins only 22 seats; Arvind
Kejriwal and Manish Sisodia lose

BJP bags 48 seats, set to return to

power in Delhi after two decades
|GS Paper II: Polity ]
Jaideep Deo Bhanj

Satvika Mahajan
NEW DELHI

he Bharatiya Janata
I Party, winning 48
seats in the As-

sembly election, has re-
turned to power in the na-
tional capital after a gap of
over 26 years, scuttling the
Aam Aadmi Party’s bid for
a fourth straight term. The
AAP won 22 seats. The Del-
hi Assembly election was

Congress fails to win any seat
for the third consecutive time

Return after
along gap

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
secured a majority in the 2025
Delhi Assembly election, bagging
48 out of 70 seats

= The incumbent Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) lost vote shares across
all regions, winning only 22 seats

= The Congress once again failed
to win any seats despite a slight

held on February 5.
The results of the elec-
tion declared on Saturday

increase in vote share (+2%)

Vote share
(%)
BJP™

delivered a jolt to AAP with 47.2

party national convener 22 43.6 Ve 26 years
Arvind Kejriwal and form- C°"g 0 6.3 Victory lap: BJP workers celebrate the party’s victory in Delhi on

er Deputy Chief Minister Others | 0 2.9 Saturday. SHIVKUMAR PUSHPAKAR The BJP brokeits
Manish Sisodia losing their ff:ﬁf;;’;lﬁ%wer
seats. Atishi, who had ta-  52,6% 45.6% -12.3% points | -8.2% points U

ken over as Chief Minister
from Mr. Kejriwal, man-
aged to retain her Kalkaji
Assembly seat.

The Congress failed to
win a single seat for the
third time in a row, with a
majority of its candidates
losing their deposit.

While the BJP increased
its tally from eight to 48,
there was only a 2% diffe-
rence in the vote share of
AAP and the BJP.

Vote share secured by
the BJP in the “richest”
constituencies in 2025,
its strongest performance
among all classes

The BJP’s vote share in
2025, its highest since
1993, the year when
Delhi’s Legislative
Assembly was revived

Decline in AAP’s vote %
compared with 2020, in
seats with over 25% Muslim
voters — a key support
base in previous polls

Decline in AAP’s vote %
compared with 2020, in
seats with a relatively
higher concentration of the
city’s ‘poorest’ residents

1993, when they

secured majority,
they won 49 seats
— one more than
in 2025

* BJP’s allies Janata Dal (United) and Lok Janshakti Party (Ram Vilas) did not win any seats

PM promises to make
Delhi a ‘modern city’

seeking a “certificate of
honesty from the Delhi vo-
ters”. He had announced
that he would not sit on the
Chief Minister’s chair until
the public delivered an
electoral verdict.

mised to continue all wel-
fare schemes in the Capital
such as free electricity and
water, even promising to
make them better.

The party had hit out at
AAP for not delivering on

Celebrations erupted in its promises, corruptionin-  Satvika Mahajan mise to usher in politics of
BJP offices as trends ‘Constructive Oppn. vestigation against its top ~ NEW DELHI change but turned out to

showed that the party

Mr. Kejriwal said AAP’s pol-

leaders and the alleged ex-

be the most dishonest

would sail past the majori- itical journey had never travagant spending on the Celebrating the Bharatiya  party.”

ty mark of 36. been about power but renovation of the house al- Janata Party’s thumping The Prime Minister said,
Mr. Kejriwal was defeat-  about public service. “Now  lotted to Mr. Kejriwal when  victory in the Delhi As-  “For the first time since In-

ed by Parvesh Sahib Singh  that the people have given  he was Chief Minister. sembly election, Prime Mi-  dependence, the BJP will

(New Delhi Assembly con-
stituency) and Mr. Sisodia
by Tarvinder Singh Mar-
wah (Jangpura).

Atishi emerged victo-
rious over her BJP rival, Ra-
mesh Bidhuri, in Kalkaji.

Mr. Kejriwal, who had
resigned as Chief Minister
in September last year af-
ter he walked out of prison
on bail, had said he was

their verdict, we will not
only play the role of a con-
structive Opposition but al-
so continue serving socie-
ty,” he said.

Training its eyes on a
“double-engine” govern-
ment for the benefit of the
Capital, the BJP had ap-
pealed to voters through
roadshows, rallies, and jan
sabhas, in which it pro-

BJP sweeps Capital

The BJP did not an-
nounce a Chief Minister
face during its election
campaign and asked for
votes in the name of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.
The party will now have to
pick a Chief Minister to de-
liver on its promises.

FULL COVERAGE
» PAGES 2,8 &9

nister Narendra Modi on
Saturday addressed the
party’s senior leader-
ship and workers at

the BJP’s national _
headquarters here.

Taking a jibe at the 4
!

Aam  Aadmi
Party (AAP),
he said,
“AAP came
with  pro-

)

now have governments in

Delhi and all adjoining
States.”

Mr. Modi said with

- the BJP in power,

“Delhi will be trans-

.~  formed into a modern
)

city”.

‘DISHONEST
AAP’
» PAGE 8
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diodt o TouE & S gt f

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) won 48 seats in the Delhi Assembly
election, marking its return to power in the national capital after 26
years, defeating the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP).

AR Sretar gret (fd) F Reeh Rumrasm goama F 48 @i faww 26
AT d1¢ AT TN & Far & argdt v 3w 3 e arét (AAP)
H g

o The AAP secured only 22 seats, failing in its attempt for a fourth consecutive term.
AAP &I shadt 22 €IE fAel, 3R ag glft IR TWER a9 7 379%d 7
e The election was held on February 5, and results were declared on Saturday.

T 5 HIad A §I, 3N AfAaR A Ao enfyd e T

Major Defeats for AAP
AAP & §3T SIcHhT

e Arvind Kejriwal and Manish Sisodia lost their seats, delivering a huge setback to AAP.
3 Fordare 3R Ay REfear 3 39eh ¢ 7jar &, FaY AAP Ft 3T STehr

oTdT|

o Atishi, who had taken over as Chief Minister from Mr. Kejriwal, managed to retain her
Kalkaji Assembly seat.

sfael, Segiar 2t Fedlarear & aﬁg@m’zﬁ U THTST 2T, ¥ 319 FTelhlol Sem=TaHT
T TR @

Congress’ Poor Performance
HAF FT WIT Y&

e« The Congress failed to win a single seat for the third consecutive time.
HAF AR N IR v ot e Shas & are W
e Most of its candidates lost their deposits.

SHh TR 3FHICART HI FTATAT STed &l S|

BJP’s Vote Share and Celebrations
DT F1 ae AR 3 ST
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The BJP increased its tally from 8 to 48 seats, while the vote share difference
between AAP and BJP was just 2%.

#iodt o gt WE 8 F FEHT 48 FX off, STafh AAP 3R diedt & ale IR & Faa
2% T 3T AT|

Celebrations erupted in BJP offices as the party comfortably crossed the majority
mark of 36.

é@?raﬁﬂ’rﬁ%aﬁ#agnaﬂ:aﬁ%aﬁmm,mmaﬁﬁmam
T

Key Electoral Battles
HECAYOT ToIrdl HFTaer

Arvind Kejriwal was defeated by Parvesh Sahib Singh in the New Delhi Assembly
constituency.

IR Heiard WA AT A a5 Ree Fraawem a7 7 g
Manish Sisodia was defeated by Tarvinder Singh Marwah in Jangpura.
#1y e a1 Rfdex e #Aare & g & &

Atishi won against her BJP rival Ramesh Bidhuri in Kalkaji.

Ffaelt F fi9d & sFfigar @AY g 1 Frewet 9 &

Kejriwal’s Statement

Fare FT AT

Arvind Kejriwal, who had resigned as CM in September last year after securing bail,
had sought a "certificate of honesty" from the voters.

3RFAE Forliard, Segi-l Rod A Rdew & swea faa & a1 gega 15 @
SEAIGT & T o1, 57 AGGIAT3 A "§ATAGHT T YATOT 9 HIT AT

He had said that he would not take the CM post unless the public gave a clear
mandate.

3egie &gl AT foh a7 aF SIoTaT FISC FAGA AGT acll, I§ HEIHAA UG oIt WHTAN |

AAP to be a ‘Constructive Opposition’
AAP STl 'TEeTeAsE fagar

Kejriwal stated that AAP’s journey was never about power but public service.
Foriard o gl 6 AAP T I dar & AT A, afew s=dar & Qv E g

He assured that AAP would act as a constructive Opposition and continue to serve
society.
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3egia 3mearae AT T AAP TaeiTe® faaet i sifaenr fasmmuel 3 waArer dar s
ecpif

BJP’s Strategy and Promises
diedt & e 3k ag

e BJP aimed for a “double-engine” government for Delhi’s development.

#odt 7 el & P& AT "sqd-goie THER FT J&T Q@]
e |t promised to continue welfare schemes like free electricity and water and even
improve them.

dierdt @ e faerelt i ol S FeamorEt Aerensi F AR @e AR dFAR T

T arer e
e The party attacked AAP for unfulfilled promises, corruption cases, and Kejriwal’s
house renovation expenses.

diordt 5T AAP TX 37EY aTEl, e & ARTEl AR FoaTeT & €Y F AdiiSr @9 H
AT TR e

BJP’s CM Choice Yet to be Decided
fd & FEgHEr FT AT aH

e The BJP did not announce a CM face during the election and sought votes in the
name of Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

diordt &7 g AR F e At 9E wifie A R iR vueee g A E
ATH 9T dic A
e Now, the party must select a Chief Minister to fulfill its promises.

I fAf F vF FEIHA AT P ST IR A W F FF
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US. ]udge blocks data U-S. judge blocks data access to Musk’s
access to Musk’s team

|GS Paper II: US

Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

A US. judge issued an
emergency order early Sa-
turday blocking Elon
Musk’s government reform
team from accessing per-
sonal and financial data
stored at the Treasury De-
partment.

U.S. District Judge Paul
A. Engelmayer’s order res-
tricts giving access to Trea-
sury Department payment
systems and other data to
“all political appointees,
special government em-
ployees, and government
employees detailed from
an agency outside the
Treasury Department”.

Mr. Musk, who heads
Tesla, SpaceX, and X, is
leading President Donald
Trump’s federal cost-cut-

ting efforts under the De-
partment of Government
Efficiency (DOGE). U.S.
media had earlier reported
that Mr. Musk had been re-
gistered as a “special go-
vernment employee”.

The judge’s temporary
restrictive order will be in
effect until a February 14
hearing.

The case was brought
against Mr. Trump, the De-
partment of Treasury, and
Treasury Secretary Scott
Bessent on Friday by attor-
neys-general from 19
States. They alleged the ad-
ministration violated the
law by expanding access to
sensitive Treasury Depart-
ment data to staff from Mr.
Musk’s DOGE.

RELATED REPORTS
» PAGE 14

team

AR T ¥ 7w B A7 A T o
A

A U.S. judge issued an emergency order early
Saturday, blocking Elon Musk’s government
reform team from accessing personal and
financial data stored at the Treasury
Department.

TF ARG Frefir F AfAETR geg

HTUTARTeld A AN fhar, Sad vad AT
1 TEFN UK A7 1 ol fasrmer &F gadia
wﬁ?nmsﬁtﬁm?aaa:qg‘aﬁwml

. U.S. District Judge Paul A. Engelmayer’s order restricts
access to Treasury Department payment systems and other
data for political appointees, special government

employees, and employees detailed from outside agencies.

WWWTWF TATAIT & T o Eorlt Ryemmr & spararer Rwear 3K
3 32T e g I Aetelttan g, R el FAamEt 3k el e
¥ A T FHAIRA & v giaeioa & &2

Elon Musk’s Role in Government Reform

THERT GUR F TaeT 7FF HT qfAFT

Elon Musk, who leads Tesla, SpaceX, and X, is heading President Donald Trump’s
federal cost-cutting efforts under the Department of Government Efficiency (DOGE).

TA HEF, S FT, FICHFH AR wFW & 9@ §, Tegufa Sres € & WA garar
fasmmer (DOGE) & dgd Wiy amra-Feldt yarat &1 Aqgea #< W@ €

U.S. media reports earlier stated that Musk had been registered as a "special
government employee”.

AR AT RAEt & gaR, 70 A "Ry W FHa & &7 A dollepd fhar

IT AT
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Judge’s Order and Legal Challenge
Farareier FT 3meer N FET ol

Low five as
Delhi remains
a House of
few women

IGS Paper II: Women's
Representation

NEW DELHI

Five women candidates —
four from the BJP and one
from AAP — emerged as
winners in the election to
the 70-member Delhi As-
sembly. In 2020, eight wo-
men were elected to the
Assembly.

The winners included
senior AAP leader and Del-
hi Chief Minister Atishi,
who beat BJP’s Ramesh
Bidhuri by 3,521 votes from
the Kalkaji Assembly con-
stituency. Kalkaji also saw
Congress’s Alka Lamba
contesting and coming in
third with 4,392 votes. Per-
centage-wise, women’s re-
presentation is at 7.14%,
still a far cry from the 33%
envisaged by the women’s
reservation Act of 2023.

In Shalimar Bagh, BJP’s
Rekha Gupta defeated
AAP’s Bandana Kumari,
who had held the seat
since 2013, by a significant
margin of 29,595 votes.
From Greater Kailash, BJP
candidate Shikha Roy
emerged victorious by
beating senior AAP leader
and Health Minister Sau-
rabh Bharadwaj by 3,188
votes. In Najafgarh, BJP’s
Neelam Pahalwan defeated
AAP’s Tarun Kumar by

29,009 votes and in Wazir-

pur, Poonam Sharma of
the BJP beat Rajesh Gupta
of AAP by 11,425 votes.

Six of the nine candi-
dates that AAP fielded in
the last election had won,
including Ms. Atishi, Sarita
Singh (Rohtas Nagar), Rak-
hi Birla (Madipur), Ms. Ku-
mari (Shalimar Bagh),
Dhanwati Chandela (Ra-
jouri Garden) and Pramila
Tokas (R.K. Puram).

Over 71 lakh of Delhi’s
1.55 crore voters are wo-
men. All the major parties
announced schemes for
women ahead of the poll.

The judge’s temporary restrictive order will remain in effect until a February 14
hearing.

=TT T IFUT JfAaUTcAs G 14 FIal 1 FoTarg do o gam|

The case was filed on Friday by attorneys-general from 19 States against Donald
Trump, the Department of Treasury, and Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent.

Ig ATHCT YHAR F 19 WA & IeTeAl-STailedq carT Steltes v, Tordt femr 3k gord
AT e e & Womd R fFar m|

They alleged that the administration violated the law by expanding access to sensitive
Treasury Department data for Musk’s DOGE staff.

3egiel IRIT ST o TRITHe o FTelel HT oot (hdl g, Fitch 381 Tordt fAsmmer &
waeAefier 3T Th UG FI HEH H DOGE & & faw ser feam|

Low Representation of Women in Delhi Assembly

e uawsm & afgant fir F7 el

Five women candidates—four from BJP and one from AAP—wonN
in the 70-member Delhi Assembly election.

9 AT 3FACaRI—aR AT ¥ 3R vF 39 - 70 gEET
e Reerwen goma F e o A

e In 2020, eight women were elected to the Assembly.

2020 &, 36 AfGATT fAeT=T@eT & fov gt 15 of|

Women Winners in the Election
AT A Qe Afgee

o Atishi (AAP) defeated BJP’s Ramesh Bidhuri by 3,521 votes from Kalkaji Assembly
constituency.

fareft (3ma) F dierdt & wer e A 3,521 dlet & Ferwen fAuerasT e g
o Congress’s Alka Lamba contested from Kalkaji and came third with 4,392 votes.
FIAT Y IHAFT oFidT o Frorwlo § ToArd o7 AN 4,392 At & @y ey T4 W G

o Women’s representation in the Assembly is 7.14%, far from the 33% target set by the
Women’s Reservation Act, 2023.
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TETH 95 A gl
In Shalimar Bagh, BJP’s Rekha Gupta defeated AAP’s Bandana Kumari, who held
the seat since 2013, by 29,595 votes.

AR arer H, HAdt Ay @7 Joar F 37T A e FAR H, S 2013 F e W

Fifasr ot, 29,595 areY & g

From Greater Kailash, BJP’s Shikha Roy defeated AAP’s Health Minister Saurabh
Bharadwaj by 3,188 votes.

e Famer @, fiAd Air fr@r JT A 3T F FEeey 7N @R qRears 1 3,188 At A

g |
In Najafgarh, BJP’s Neelam Pahalwan defeated AAP’s Tarun Kumar by 29,009
votes.

dorharg H, At Ay A ggearT 7 HT F TTT FAR HT 29,009 AT T &A1
In Wazirpur, BJP’s Poonam Sharma defeated AAP’s Rajesh Gupta by 11,425 votes.
FARYT &, AR T @ AATH T F [S I[CAT AT 11,425 At F AT

Comparison with 2020 Election
2020 FoITq HT oo A

In the last election, six out of nine AAP women candidates had won.

Red gae &, ara # &t & F o7 ARer sFigaRt A Sia g1l & )

The winners included Atishi, Sarita Singh (Rohtas Nagar), Rakhi Birla (Madipur),
Bandana Kumari (Shalimar Bagh), Dhanwati Chandela (Rajouri Garden), and
Pramila Tokas (R.K. Puram).

fastarsit 3 snfaeh, wRar Ris (Veaw TR), TE RARer (FER), Fe FAR (Aefer
M), GeTad) G8ar (TSR mde) 3R wider A (IRF. @) anfAe o)

Women Voters and Political Promises

AfgeT Aderar 3 TafaF ae

Over 71 lakh women out of 1.55 crore total voters in Delhi.
feeel # el 1.55 FUg Adea3t & & 71 9@ § Ifasw Afgamw &)
All major parties announced women-centric schemes before the elections.

wsft g wféAt 2 garg @ uge Afgemat & fAv @y As@nsdt S aiwor $)
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Freebies, governance and more: key
lessons and impact of Delhi election

|GS Paper Ii: Polity

NEWS ANALYSIS

Nistula Hebbar
NEW DELHI

Delhi has yielded yet
another poll result that has
a national footprint, in
terms of realpolitik and
policy and messaging.

The Aam Aadmi Party
was defeated and the Bha-
ratiya Janata Party stormed
to power in the national
capital after over 26 years.
That the victory restores
the BJP-led Modi govern-
ment’s political authority,
eroded after the Lok Sabha
election, is just a small part
of this national footprint.

The most important les-
son from this result is that
freebie politics is here to
stay and has now evolved a
few of its own characteris-
tics.

Apart from free electric-
ity, water, and bus service
for women, both parties al-
so promised income sup-
port schemes for women.

The BJP also went to
great lengths to assure the
public that the schemes of-
fered by the AAP govern-
ment will continue if they
were voted to power.

In what seemed like a
freebie versus freebie fight,
the BJP seemed to have
pulled ahead, which re-
veals two things — one, that
the voter is mindful of the
track record of delivery of
parties promising freebies.
Two, that freebies alone
cannot win you an elec-

Address
Email Id :

e & "T“x
Jg;ﬂfc‘mi! &

{ Av

Colours of joy: BJP workers celebrating outside the party office in
New Delhi on Saturday. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

tion, it must be leavened
with governance as well.
The frequent run-ins bet-
ween the office of the Lieu-
tenant-Governor and the
Chief Minister, given the
nature of the National Cap-
ital Territory Act, resulted
in a narrative that the AAP
government could not find
a way to deliver.

Coupled with the fact
that Mr. Kejriwal inexplica-
bly refused to resign when
arrested and jailed in the
excise policy case, it
seemed to have convinced
the voting public that go-
vernance was being sacrif-
iced at the altar of scoring
political brownie points.

Postponement of Cabi-
net meetings and a paraly-
sis in governance were the
result of that intransi-
gence.

The result has proved
that quitting in March 2024
and claiming the high mo-

ral ground would have
been a sound and ethical
move.

On INDIA bloc

The other big impact the
Delhi results will have is on
Opposition politics. The In-
dian National Develop-
mental, Inclusive Alliance’s
death knell as a grouping
for Assembly polls has
been rung by the Delhi
election, if not heard clear-
ly during the Assembly
polls in Haryana.

In Delhi, the Congress
effectively helped the BJP
win many seats, including
the  Muslim-dominated
Mustafabad and the New
Delhi constituency where
Congress leader Sandeep
Dikshit’s votes account for
more or less the margin
with which Mr. Kejriwal
lost.

The first impact of this
result will be felt in Punjab,

where the Congress is an-
xious to challenge the AAP
government, and now will
have no fetters with regard
to pre-existing alliances.
The Assembly polls in Pun-
jab are scheduled to be
held in 2027.

Arguments that the al-
liance between the Con-
gress and the Dravida Mun-
netra Kazhagam work well
do not stand as it pre-exist-
ed the formation of the IN-
DIA bloc. Even the Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA) in
Maharashtra was formed
in 2019. Akhilesh Yadav’s
Samajwadi Party, as well as
the Mamata Banerjee-led
Trinamool Congress had
thrown in their lot with the
AAP against the Congress,
during the campaign in
Delhi. Therefore, the IN-
DIA bloc that fought the
Lok Sabha election is now
a thing of the past.

In terms of narrative,
the Delhi polls speak to an
important issue — the need
to have both ideological
and policy engagement
with your voter. The AAP
which came to power on
an anti-corruption plank,
failed to provide an ideo-
logical alternative beyond
that point, alienating mi-
norities and other signifi-
cant part of its support
base.

Freebies can bring in
the votes, but an ideologi-
cally engaged base will
keep you in the game. For
the AAP, one of India’s
youngest political parties,
the hard graft begins now.

Freebies,
Governance and
More: Key Lessons
and Impact of Delhi
Election

WiefleT, emeT 3R
3T Agcaqul o
el Ioma & wo@
& 3 yag

Delhi has yielded yet
another poll result that
has a national
footprint, in terms of
realpolitik, policy, and
messaging.

ool & v 3ilv e
gRomer fear & e
TSI gHT &, WEHA
Trsife, sfaat ik
WSAU F Tl H|

e The Aam Aadmi Party

(AAP) was defeated, and the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)

stormed to power in the national capital after over 26 years.
AT AT I (AAP) Y R FT FHAT FIT 93T, 3R SIRAT SIaar arét (BIP) F 26
AT 91 TS Tsreret & Jar giffer $

The victory restores the BJP-led Modi government’s political authority, which was
weakened after the Lok Sabha election.

Ig SN BIP & Aqed arel AW FIFR A T q@ Y qg1e et §, 5
AFHHT GATT F qT FAAR &1 75 oY
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Freebie Politics and Governance

et Terefa stk e

The most important lesson from this result is that freebie politics is here to stay and
has now evolved with new characteristics.

58 IRUMA & Fod Aecaqol Fa& Ig ¢ & i voreifa o=ft @l 3R e 5o @5
Rrevar? sl g8 #

Apart from free electricity, water, and bus service for women, both parties also
promised income support schemes for women.

A faerelt, arlt i Aftenat F Qv a@ Farsd srm@n, aat aiicar 2 afgenat F
T 3T |IIAT ST FT IEr AT

The BJP assured the public that the schemes offered by the AAP government
would continue if they were voted to power.

BJP @ STeTall Y 3MRaTHeT feam & Ife a8 &ar # 31 ot AAP SR&R gaRT & #1 7§
AISAATT AR I3

In what seemed like a freebie versus freebie fight, the BJP pulled ahead, showing
two key aspects:

I Ioa U "Il gy Bl AFES Y q¥g oo, [SHe BIP amer @, o A
HecaquT a1 ¥ g8
o Voters consfder the track record of delivery when parties promise freebies.
Aderar W &7 F I W gal & e F RIS F e § W@ §

o Freebies alone cannot win elections, they must be combined with good
governance.

% fet @ Tog 7@ S 1 g, ST ATy IooT A St SR gt §

Challenges in Governance

emﬁ%_ﬁlﬁﬁ

Frequent conflicts between the Lieutenant Governor’s office and the Chief Minister
created a perception that the AAP government could not deliver effectively.

IYASIITT FHTET AR FEIHN F T TR THFE F FHROT Ig UROT a1 foh
AAP §3#R FIIR T ¥ FH ¢ T TS|

Arvind Kejriwal’s refusal to resign after his arrest in the excise policy case further
weakened public trust.

g Fodarad #1 T AT AT & ARFETN F a¢ sTANFT A A FAFR A &
ST T AT 3R FHAA g3

Postponement of Cabinet meetings and governance paralysis were the results of
this political intransigence.

FRAT doF Fr o IR aHT FH g9 5T UaHfaw goufdar s aRome am)
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Quitting in March 2024 and claiming the high moral ground could have been a better
and ethical move.

A 2024 H SEAGT 347 3R AfAF IMUR W FAE TATC TGAT U g} 3R 3®F
Afaw ot gt genar am

Impact on Opposition Politics and INDIA Bloc
fageft Ie=fa 3T INDIA I8atsT 9T gsia

The Delhi election has signaled the collapse of the INDIA bloc as an effective
grouping for Assembly polls.

ool gara & INDIA Tsate & fererae gamal & yordt ¥ & ¥ 7 RAea @
1 w&a R ¥

In Delhi, the Congress effectively helped the BJP win many seats, including
Muslim-dominated Mustafabad and New Delhi constituency.

Mﬁ,m#m&w#mpﬁr&ﬁsﬁaﬁﬁmﬁﬁaﬁma@
FEaHEE AR 75 Ree Rumwesm die afaa §)

In Punjab, where Assembly elections are scheduled for 2027, the Congress will now
challenge the AAP government freely, without any alliance constraints.

Yot #, ST faUrerwe gea 2027 H @ 8, FOE 3 faew Rt rsdue fr aregar
¥ AAP TIFR FT GAFT ettt &N |

The alliance between the Congress and DMK in Tamil Nadu and the Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) in Maharashtra existed before the formation of INDIA bloc, making it
an exception.

afeeg & FAW 3R DMK F1 Ireaee IR AgRrse & AT faFmw reamst (MVA) 98t
¥ #Hlgg 2, safaw 9 3marg £l

Akhilesh Yadav’s Samajwadi Party and Mamata Banerjee’s Trinamool Congress
had supported AAP over Congress in Delhi, further fragmenting the alliance.

@AY FreT Hr FATTEET el 3N FAAT Tl T GO FEAF A oo A HAF &
ST AAP &1 FRYS T, fed aresee 3R faey o

Lessons for AAP and Future Challenges

AAP & faT gas 3R sifasy it galfaar

The Delhi election highlights the importance of combining ideology with policy
engagement.

feeel gara 7% fwrar § & fRamur sk Afa-fauior # Sgar smaeas 2
The AAP, which rose to power on an anti-corruption plank, failed to provide a

strong ideological alternative beyond that, causing a loss of its minority and core
support base.
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AAP, St srseraR-faet vl & Wiy war # g oY, F1S Aerag daie RAwew ad
urg, Hd 38 revdeasd AR FET R IR @ )

e Freebies can attract voters, but a committed ideological base is essential to
sustain political power.

wller ¥ ale AT awa 8, dfhe Tereiifas @1 qa1e W@ & v & #eqy dale

HTUR TGS T ¢
e For AAP, one of India’s youngest political parties, the real challenge begins now.

AAP, it IR &1 TR JaT Toreiifas iféal & & oF § & v srweh gt a9 g
gl 2
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What will be the impact of Trump’s trade war?

Why has the US. announced steep tariffs on imports from China, Canada and Mexico? What are

the potential risks to such measures? How will it affect world trade? How has China responded? In

the case of Mexico and Canada, doesn't it violate the free trade pact they have with the US.?

[GS Paper II: Global World Order |
Narayan Lakshman

The story so far:
.S. President Donald Trump has
sought to deliver, in the early days of
his second term in office, on his most
vociferous campaign promise — to
slap a range of the U.S.’s trading partners with
significant tariffs in a bid to tamp down on
undocumented migrant and illicit drug inflows,
while presumably incentivising companies to
favour creating jobs on U.S. soil. His
administration’s initial action in the space, to
use executive orders to impose a 25% tariff on
Canadian and Mexican goods and a 10% tax on
energy products from Canada and a wide range
of goods from China, roiled stock markets across
the world, especially in Asia.

What followed the announcement?

As Beijing vowed to file a lawsuit with the World
Trade Organization against the U.S. for
“wrongful practice” and Ottawa and Mexico City
announced plans for retaliatory tariffs, Mr.
Trump appeared to back down from his
position. Following discussions with Mexican
President Claudia Sheinbaum and Canadian
officials, Mr. Trump said the White House had
agreed to “pause” the tariff action for a month in
the wake of Mexico committing 10,000 National

Mr. Trump’s
moves could

seriously
dampen

world trade

ata

precarious

time for
global
economic
growth
prospects

New order: Workers transport boxes of avocados at a packing plant in the
municipality of Uruapan, Michoacan state, Mexico, on February 5.AFp

Guard troops to man its northern border and a
longer-term bilateral deal in the works. Similarly,
a 30-day pause on tariff action would be applied
to Canada given its Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau’s commitment to “work together” as
his government sought to appoint “a fentanyl
czar, list Mexican cartels as terrorist groups and
launch a Canada-U.S. Joint Strike Force to
combat organised crime, fentanyl and money
laundering.”

While the tariffs on Chinese goods are in
force, Mr. Trump temporarily exempted
small-value packages imported from there after
the U.S. postal service was plunged into chaos as
it struggled to deal with new regulations.

What is the broader context for the tariffs?
Although in the traditional macroeconomic
policy context, tariffs are imposed to rectify
trade imbalances due to artificial price barriers,
the justification given by the Trump White
House for their tariff plan was that it would
address the “national emergency” resulting
from “the extraordinary threat posed by illegal
aliens and drugs, including deadly fentanyl.”

This expansive reasoning for imposing tariffs
across the board potentially risks blowback from
other nations’ inevitable retaliatory tariffs. The
resulting trade war could seriously dampen
world trade at a precarious time for global
economic growth prospects. The irony is that
escalating tit-for-tat tariffs will likely exert strong
upward pressure on the prices that U.S.
consumers pay for imported products, and
ignite a broader inflationary trend through
higher input prices across industries.

The second cause for concern of the Trump
administration’s tariff plan is that it tacitly
endorses the weaponisation of tariffs as a
countermeasure against unrelated inter-country
disputes — in this case the inflow of
unsanctioned migration and illegal drugs —
rather than rely on traditional law enforcement
activity to ensure less porous borders.

How have Mexico and Canada responded?
According to the White House, Mexican drug
trafficking organisations have an “intolerable
alliance with the government of Mexico”, and
that the latter has “afforded safe havens for the
cartels to engage in the manufacturing and
transportation of dangerous narcotics, which
collectively have led to the overdose deaths of
hundreds of thousands of American victims.”
The Trump administration has also said that
there is a “growing presence of Mexican cartels
operating fentanyl and nitazene synthesis labs in

Impact of Trump’s Trade War
¢ F AR Yo & JHE

Canada,” with a recent study recognising
Canada’s “heightened domestic production of
fentanyl, and its growing footprint within
international narcotics distribution.” These
facts, according to Mr. Trump’s administration,
suggest that this is an alliance that endangers the
national security of the U.S., requiring the
eradication of the influence of these “dangerous
cartels.”

Perhaps emboldened by his success in forcing
Colombia to accept deportees from the U.S.
flown to Bogota via military aircraft, Mr. Trump
has used tariffs to bring Mexico and Canada to
the negotiating table, even if his proposal
violates the terms of the U.S.-Mexico-Canada
free trade pact. Mexico has now already
deployed most, if not all, of the promised troops
to surveil and protect the U.S. border from
unauthorised crossings. Reports also suggest
that Mexican authorities have seized 20 million
doses of fentanyl since Ms. Sheinbaum’s term
began in October.

Mr. Trudeau initially responded with greater
defiance, announcing retaliatory tariffs on $106
billions’ worth of imports from the U.S.
However, despite reportedly being told that
“Canada could avoid tariffs by becoming the 51st
member of the U.S.”, he revived a border
security package said to be worth $900 million,
announced last year, and promised to appoint a
“fentanyl czar”.

Where does China stand?

Mr. Trump’s 10% tariff levy on Chinese products
is relatively modest compared to the 60% tariff
rate that he had earlier threatened to hit Beijing
with. Nevertheless, China was quick to
announce a 15% counter-tariff to be levied upon
imports of U.S. coal and liquefied natural gas,
crude oil, agricultural machinery and certain
cars — measures that are set to kick in on
February 10.

In a more expansive counterattack, the
Chinese government further opened an antitrust
probe into Google, placed several top U.S.
fashion and biotech companies on an
“unreliable entities” list, and set limits on
exports of critical minerals for high-tech
products.

Nevertheless, analysts suggest that both sides
have refrained from excessive or knee-jerk
reactions, even though the 10% U.S. tariff on
China adds to pre-existing levies imposed by Mr.
Trump during his first term, and this leaves
room for manoeuvre in negotiations that may
follow when Mr. Trump meets Chinese
President Xi Jinping in the near future.

However, with Mr. Trump promising stringent
tariff action against the EU and other
“reciprocal” tariffs against all trading partners of
the U.S. in the days ahead in his mission to level
the playing field, the risk of trade skirmishes
derailing global growth prospects remains high.

U.S. President Donald Trump has sought to deliver, in the early days
of his second term, on his most vociferous campaign promise —
iImposing significant tariffs on Canada, Mexico, and China to curb
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undocumented migration and illicit drug inflows while incentivizing
companies to create jobs in the U.S.

AR Tegufar Sares € 7 IR qEY FEAFTAT T YIATT H A
TG Al GfdAT F G F Y A, A — Faarsy, AfFwd i AT
T AUl Yooh TAIHT Y YAl 3 3y gaiit & vae H Aha
3R I3ARE FAFRAT F ToET & F AT

e The executive orders included a 25% tariff on Canadian and Mexican goods and a
10% tax on energy products from Canada and various Chinese goods, which
disrupted global stock markets, especially in Asia.

FRSR TR A Forst AR ATFEH T e I 3eART W 25% Yok IR FaArsT F
oIl 3cUe) g AT & AT gHEE W 10% X A o7, 5ad dRgs R a9,
ey & & o & sye-qya 7w 7TE)

What followed the announcement?
MY & 916 FT ga3?

e Chinavowed to file a lawsuit with the World Trade Organization (WTQO) against the
U.S. for "wrongful practice", while Canada and Mexico planned retaliatory tariffs.

i IARP Fa$ F AT I3 T g g SR e (WTO)
HACHT SN el T UFHT &, STafeh Farst 3R AfFaar o gfovenedt e aqoma #
IS TS|

e After discussions with Mexican President Claudia Sheinbaum and Canadian

officials, Trump paused tariffs for 30 days in exchange for Mexico deploying 10,000
National Guard troops and Canada promising stronger border security measures.

AfFasr A Teeufa FaEfEar dqaw 3k FaEE 30FRE & 99t & a5, g0 F 30
&t & fow e 1 wufda FT R, seor 7 AfFasr & 10,000 Aveer M Afawi F
dera T 3R FamsT A Ao AT FRET 39Tt F arer )

e Tariffs on Chinese goods remain, but Trump temporarily exempted small-value
imports after the U.S. postal service faced disruptions due to new regulations.

At FEGIHT W Yo AW T@T, il S A B Hed & ATl P HEARN 77 § g
a,mﬁﬁm:mmmwm@

Broader Context for the Tariffs
ACH AMA FT SAISH Heol
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Traditionally, tariffs correct trade imbalances, but the Trump administration
justified them as a response to "national emergency" threats posed by illegal
immigration and drugs like fentanyl.

WRET & ¥, YeF AR FHJeT F 8F a3 & v sone an §, et e
YA o 3¢ "SI HITAST & W oI JAY garia AR $ersa st gamat &
Sae & &9 H 3T g

Other nations will likely retaliate with their own tariffs, potentially leading to a global
trade war that slows economic growth and raises consumer prices in the U.S.

I A WHA: YA T F Yok & WY g A, THQ dRaF AR gey By
Fhar g, S e e 1 e 7 gwar § 3R AR & susTar fad ser
T &

How have Mexico and Canada responded?

AfFEs! 3R wamEr S FO gfafEar 2

The U.S. accused Mexico of having an "intolerable alliance with drug cartels",
facilitating the production and transport of illegal narcotics that have caused
hundreds of thousands of overdose deaths in the U.S.

IANFT o ATFERT W IRT T R 3T "3 FIEA & AT HAGAT Idaeyel” Har
&, S arder sl gamat & 3cureer ik aREeer # Fem@T & W ¥, SEd eeRt AR
AR A @ F A T

Canada was also accused of having a "growing presence of Mexican cartels"
operating fentanyl labs. Initially, Canadian PM Justin Trudeau retaliated with $106

billion in tariffs, but later agreed to boost border security and appoint a fentanyl
czar.

FersT W ot IRT e 7T F g7 " AfFEET FrEdT Y T IgRTAfAT § S
el ofd Tell T§ & YB3 H, FASE TUTAHA AT T2 7 $106 3R F Saral
YEF AT, ol TG H HAT JI&T F ASg It 3N & Fesa 9w @gea
N W AgATd Fag|

Where does China stand?

e fr ufa Far 372

Trump imposed a 10% tariff on Chinese goods, lower than the previously
threatened 60%. In response, China announced a 15% counter-tariff on U.S. coal,
LNG, crude oil, and machinery, effective February 10.

g o et aEIAH W 10% YeF AR, ST Tgel GV 60% Yok F FA AT| Sa H,
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e Chinaalso launched an antitrust probe against Google, placed U.S. fashion and
biotech firms on an "unreliable entities" list, and restricted exports of critical
minerals for high-tech products.

@I & Google & f@aT® Ta Td-g¥e AT Y& #N, HARE Herer v araeF: Fafai
#Y " sfaegwer FEamst F g A @ 3R EE-eF 3ol F AT s @it &
fAaTa W gfaEer J9m

e Analysts believe both nations are avoiding extreme measures to leave room for future
negotiations between Trump and Chinese President Xi Jinping. However, Trump
has vowed more tariffs on the EU and other trading partners, increasing global
economic uncertainty.

faeoval &1 AT & 7 QAt 3 JANAF FgH 3o I 99 W § arfes ev 3w e
Iegufa ot fafier & dgr sfdsy & amat & wemaar o=t @) grenfs, & F g
¥ HR I e WEERl W AR gew dame A FEA T ¢, e dRaw
anfiw sfaRaaar 9T 7% #
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Are freebies and welfare schemes different?

Can schemes such as the midday meal, the public distribution system, and child development

services be considered as welfare? How do targeted cash transfer programmes impact lives? What

are the fiscal risks of freebie-driven politics?

|GS Paper Ii: Social Welfare|

Aaratrika Bhaumik

The story so far:
1 three major political parties in the
Delhi Assembly elections, won by the
Bharatiya Janata Party, unveiled a
barrage of freebies or subsidies to
woo voters. The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
pledged a 32,100 monthly allowance for all
women, an additional 321,000 for pregnant
women, and subsidised LPG cylinders at T500
for those from impoverished backgrounds. The
BJP followed suit, offering 32,500 per month to
women from low-income families, and ‘free
electricity’ through its solar energy initiative.
The Congress too joined the fray.

Were these electoral sops or welfare politics?
The core challenge in this debate is the absence
of a clear consensus on what constitutes a
freebie. Some argue that freebies amount to
bribery and discourage voters from making
informed choices. Others, however, claim that
such a narrative strips voters of their agency and
delegitimises welfare politics. “What some
perceive as a freebie may be regarded as welfare
by others. For instance, while one segment of
society may view free transport as an
unwarranted concession, for another, it
constitutes a vital welfare measure. Ironically,
those who criticise free transport as a subsidy

‘A growing
reliance on
freebies will
inevitably
deepen the
revenue
deficit’

Subsidy polls: BJP workers celebrate with firecrackers after the party’s
victory in the Delhi Assembly election on February 8. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

often benefit from the availability of cheap
labour. Affordable transport enables people to
travel in search of work, making such labour
possible,” Dr. K.K. Kailash, Professor at the
Department of Political Science, University of
Hyderabad, told The Hindu.

The National Food Security Act, enacted by
the Congress-led United Progressive Alliance
(UPA) government in 2013, transformed key
welfare schemes such as the mid-day meal, the
Public Distribution System, and child
development services into legal entitlements.
According to data released by the Centre, the
law’s beneficiaries include 75% of the rural
population and 50% of the urban population —
roughly 800 million people in total.

A 2023 study by the Centre for Financial
Inclusion (CFT) found that carefully designed
cash transfer programmes, which channel funds
directly to women on behalf of their households,
not only empower women but also help mitigate
the risks of intimate partner violence.

Where does one draw the line?

According to Dr. Kailash, welfare provisions —
unlike freebies — enhance human capabilities
and freedoms, aligning with the “capability
approach” to development propounded by
Nobel laureate Amartya Sen. “For instance,
access to nutritious, free food through mid-day
meal schemes strengthens immunity, and
enables individuals to lead dignified lives. In
contrast, poor health not only causes personal
suffering but also burdens public resources by
increasing the demand for hospitals and medical
treatment. Investing in nutrition from an early
age yields significant long-term benefits for both
individuals and society,” he explained.

Cash transfer schemes have recently found
electoral success in Maharashtra, Jharkhand,
and Haryana, cementing their role as a staple of
electioneering. However, Dr. Kailash cautioned
that while such schemes stimulate market
activity by boosting consumer spending, they
ultimately fall short of creating genuine
economic opportunities. Freebie-driven politics
poses a serious fiscal threat, particularly to
heavily indebted State governments. The RBI’s
latest report on State finances highlights how
such measures have led to a sharp increase in
subsidy expenditure. It further urges States to

rationalise these subsidies to ensure they do not
displace critical investments.

Radhika Pandey, Associate Professor at the
National Institute of Public Finance and Policy
(NIPFP), cautioned that the growing reliance on
freebies will inevitably deepen the revenue
deficit for States. “Delhi reported a revenue
surplus of ¥14,457 crore in 2022-23. In 2023-24,
this figure was budgeted at a significantly lower
35,769 crore, with revised estimates reflecting a
further 13.9% decline. For 2024-25, the projected
surplus stands at just ¥3,231 crore — a sharp 35%
drop from the previous year’s revised estimates.
With the rising fiscal burden of freebies, the
revenue account is likely to slip into deficit
unless States substantially scale up their revenue
generation,” she told The Hindu. She further
pointed out that the wide array of freebies
promised — including cash transfers for women,
pensions for senior citizens, and subsidised
electricity — would increase annual revenue
expenditure by ¥10,000-%12,000 crore. In the
long run, this could result in higher taxes and
reduced consumption among the middle class.

Does the judiciary have arole?
In August 2022, the Supreme Court referred a
series of petitions challenging the constitutional
validity of electoral freebies to a three-judge
Bench. The lead petition, filed by BJP leader
Ashwini Upadhyay, contended that such
populist measures undermine the constitutional
guarantee of free and fair elections.

During the proceedings, a Bench led by
former Chief Justice of India (CJT) N.V. Ramana
even suggested forming an expert panel to
solicit recommendations from key stakeholders.
This marked a significant departure from the
Court’s earlier position. In S. Subramaniam
Balaji vs Government of Tamil Nadu (2013), the
Supreme Court ruled that such matters fell
within the domain of legislative policy and were
beyond judicial scrutiny. It further underscored
that such expenditures could neither be deemed
unlawful nor characterised as a “corrupt
practice,” particularly since they sought to
advance the Directive Principles of State Policy.
However, there has been no effective hearing in
the challenge since November 23, 2023.

According to senior advocate Sanjay Hedge,
there is little that courts can do to distinguish
welfare measures from populist sops and
pre-election inducements. “It is the legislature’s
prerogative to rein in unchecked competitive
populism. The judiciary should not intervene in
the choices made between voters and their
elected representatives,” he said.
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Are freebies and welfare schemes different?

FIT AFT ASTATT R FEATTHNT AISTATT 3T 372

All three major political parties in the Delhi Assembly elections, won
by the Bharatiya Janata Party, unveiled a barrage of freebies or
subsidies to woo voters.

el faueraem gomal &, O SR sterar ardt F e, A= v
Terlfad el o AAGTAIT F o= F fov Jra gyt ar afewd fr
VOIS Y|

e The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) pledged a ¥2,100 monthly allowance for all women, an
additional 21,000 for pregnant women, and subsidised LPG cylinders at ¥500 for
those from impoverished backgrounds.

3T ST Urel (AAP) o Tl A3 & forw 2,100 &1 o1am, arsTachy ARG &
fow 3faRed 21,000, 3T T To7 & AT 500 7 AN Tk Tardi= A=t
CIARER I

e The BJP followed suit, offering ¥2,500 per month to women from low-income families
and ‘free electricity’ through its solar energy initiative.

AT ¥ 9 2,500 Ui ATE FH 3T dToll AR &l &oF IR R FaT g &
ATETA ¥ HAFT fasrelt &oT T woT FH

e The Congress too joined the fray.

g o 3w alg & A @ TS|

Were these electoral sops or welfare politics?

AT A AT Tl & AT FeA0THNN TSTAITA?

e The core challenge in this debate is the absence of a clear consensus on what
constitutes a freebie.

$H S8 H AT THld Ig § b AFd Astannsit FHr GdF aReT W R TS
weAfa 71gt ¢l

e Some argue that freebies amount to bribery and discourage voters from making
informed choices.

TS AN T AT ¢ T AFT GRUT Rega & g § 3R Aderanit @ giad
faoir A & glcanfed s &

e Others, however, claim that such a narrative strips voters of their agency and
delegitimises welfare politics.
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3T AT dF S ¢ 5 I§ HISIA3 1 Tadadr Fl FF X ST § 3R FeIqmorhry
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o The National Food Security Act (2013) transformed key welfare schemes like mid-day
meals, the Public Distribution System, and child development services into legal
entitlements.

TS @iy gean dfafamer (2013) & frs-3 Ae, ardefasw Ravor yoreh sk Tt
R qansit 1w JfERT A seor famm

e According to government data, the law’s beneficiaries include 75% of the rural
population and 50% of the urban population, roughly 800 million people in total.

THRT sl & AN, TH Flefel & AT & qrefior Jrardy &7 75% 3T awdr
JTETEY T 50% ATA g, Frell FeT 800 FAfZa wier|

Where does one draw the line?

GT gl di= sme?

o Welfare provisions enhance human capabilities and freedoms, aligning with Amartya
Sen’s capability approach.

FHAUTHRT TITENT AT &THATHT 3 Taaaar 1 Jerd §, S 3HcT A 1 a1\
ReAor § A @ &

e Access to nutritious, free food through mid-day meal schemes strengthens immunity
and enables individuals to lead dignified lives.

ﬁg-?mmasmmﬁm,gwqugﬂ,wmmaﬁ
FordT § 3 &ei & IRAT F Gy g S H FeIH g1 gl

e Cash transfer schemes have recently found electoral success in Maharashtra,
Jharkhand, and Haryana, cementing their role as a staple of electioneering.

HERTSE, IRES AR FRATON & 7Tohe, GEATAOT WSIATHT T gTel & H AT Fholall
e 8, [Se8 g8 grdt 0Ehfa &1 v v R & 918 8

o Freebie-driven politics poses a serious fiscal threat, particularly to heavily indebted
State governments.

HET AT TR MR Tt 7R e @err der el & @t it war
# gl T57 WFRI & fav

e The RBI’s latest report on State finances highlights how such measures have led to a
sharp increase in subsidy expenditure.

IRAHTE Hr AdFGdH7 ToF B9 N AT § 5 W& a3 F FRoT wfeqsr =g
# T gefrgs 2

Does the judiciary have arole?

FIT FArIfaT it s{faeT 87
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e In August 2022, the Supreme Court referred a series of petitions challenging the
constitutional validity of electoral freebies to a three-judge Bench.

I 2022 H, G FIE A Tt FAFT ATt F G dear Fr Al o=
arelt FrfFs 1 er-warardieiy die &1 dta fea)

e The lead petition, filed by BJP leader Ashwini Upadhyay, contended that such
populist measures undermine free and fair elections.

q&g e, [0 fiedt aar sfReel surearr & ) o, & grar fhar arar 6 ol
dwHTEe Foae Faad 3R AeTar gAEl B FAAR w4

e A Bench led by former Chief Justice of India (CJI) N.V. Ramana suggested forming
an expert panel to seek recommendations from key stakeholders.

HRT F 99 HE&T ~ArTeer (CJ1) Tt dY. THar 1 regeiar arell 96 o 7@ et
¥ AR o & v Rdws e aifsd = &1 gema &

e InS. Subramaniam Balaji vs Government of Tamil Nadu (2013), the Supreme Court
ruled that such matters fell within the domain of legislative policy and were beyond
judicial scrutiny.

TH. GAAUIH STaTell g1 affearg TFER (2013) #, ghA FE a1 haorn fear o
Heg faurh fify & iaeta ama § ik =Rs aefam & aww &)

o However, there has been no effective hearing in the challenge since November 23,
2023.

gTelifeh, 23 AGEY 2023 % TG § §F TeAld! W HI§ T Foaarg el g9

e According to senior advocate Sanjay Hegde, courts cannot effectively distinguish
welfare measures from populist sops.

aRSS JTATHAT T T h AR, IETerd FeAoThr A3t AR SFHasma
arvomait # 9T AR G FT Gl

e He further stated that it is the legislature’s prerogative to regulate competitive
populism, not the judiciary’s.

3egiat 31T el T wfavautcas dwdeadar #1 At war @R w1
fwfier ¢ 7 & sa@fasr @)

Question: Electoral freebies versus welfare politics remains a contested issue in Indian
democracy. Discuss the implications of such populist measures on governance, fiscal
prudence, and economic growth. (Answer in 250 words/15 Marks)
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The international tribunal is in the spotlight after US. President Donald Trump imposed sanctions for investigations that threaten the ‘national security’

[GS Paper - International Bodies |
Aaratrika Bhaumik

n February 6, 2025, U.S.

President Donald Trump

signed an executive order

imposing sanctions on the
International Criminal Court (ICC),
warning of “tangible and significant
consequences” for those behind
investigations deemed a threat to U.S.
national security and that of its allies,
including Israel. This condemnation
follows ICC Chief Prosecutor Karim A.
Khan'’s decision to issue arrest
warrants for Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu and Defence
Minister Yoav Gallant over alleged war
crimes and crimes against humanity in
the Gaza Strip.

However, this is not the Trump
administration’s first offensive against
the ICC. In June 2020, it sanctioned
then-ICC Prosecutor Fatou Bensouda
and a senior court official after she
launched an investigation into alleged
war crimes by U.S. troops in
Afghanistan. The Biden administration
later rescinded the sanctions. The
latest sanctions have prompted key
member states such as the UK.,
France, and Germany to reaffirm their
“unwavering support” for the court.

The ICC has always had a
contentious relationship with the U.S.
While President Bill Clinton’s
administration played a pivotal role in
the negotiations that led to the court’s
creation, it remained wary of the
emergence of an independent tribunal
that Washington could not control
through the UN Security Council.
Although Mr. Clinton signed the Rome
Statute, he did not send it to the
Senate to be ratified, fearing scrutiny
of U.S. actions and those of its allies.

When President George W. Bush
took office, he launched a hostile
campaign against the ICC. His
administration pressured governments
worldwide to sign bilateral agreements
barring the surrender of U.S. nationals
to the court. He also enacted the
American Service Members'
Protection Act of 2002, which

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

SPATRIOTICIAS

Tribunal at the receiving end

International Criminal Court

restricted the ICC's jurisdiction over
U.S. military personnel. The law even
authorised military action against the
court, earning it the nickname “The
Hague Invasion Act.”

The U.S. position on the 1CC
softened during Mr. Bush’s second
term when he recognised its potential
10 serve American interests,
particularly in regions where U.S.
nationals were unlikely to face
prosecution, such as Africa. In 2005,
his administration abstained from a
UN Security Council vote granting the
ICC jurisdiction over war crimes in
Dartur, Sudan. This measured
engagement continued under the
Obama administration, with U.S.
diplomats attending ICC conferences.
However, cooperation remained
conditional, as Washington made it
clear that it would support only those
investigations that aligned with
American interests.

Under the Biden administration,
Washington’s double standards in its

its allies, which include Israel

purported commitment to the
“rules-based international order” lay
bare when it endorsed the ICC’s arrest
warrant for Vladimir Putin while
denouncing as “outrageous” the one
issued for Benjamin Netanyahu.

‘Low-hanging fruit’

In the aftermath of the Second World
War, the Allied powers established the
Nuremberg Tribunal, the first
international war crimes tribunal, to
prosecute top Nazi officials. This gave
birth to the idea of a permanent court
to hold perpetrators accountable for
the world’s most egregious crimes.
Although the UN later created ad hoc
tribunals to prosecute war crimes in
the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda,
many international law experts
considered them inadequate
deterrents,

In July 1998, the UN General
Assembly adopted the ICC’s founding
treaty at a conference in Rome. Unlike
the International Court of Justice,

Tribunal at the Receiving End

IHRTET FAIRAHIOT W IER

On February 6, 2025, U.S. President Donald Trump signed an
executive order imposing sanctions on the International Criminal
Court (ICC), warning of "tangible and significant consequences" for
those behind investigations deemed a threat to U.S. national security

and that of its allies, including Israel.

PHOTO: REUTERS

which adjudicates disputes between
states, the ICC prosecutes individuals.
It complements national courts and
intervenes only when they are
unwilling or unable to act. A major
challenge to its enforcement is the
absence of its own police force.
Despite its mandate, the ICC has
struggled to gain the membership of
major powers, including the US.,
China, and Russia. Some nations have
even withdrawn. Burundi left in 2017
after the court decided to investigate
its crackdown on opposition protests.
In 2019, Philippine President Rodrigo
Duterte pulled out, rejecting the ICC’s
inquiry into his war on drugs and
insisting that domestic courts were
sufficient to uphold the rule of law.
African nations, in particular, have
expressed discontent towards the
court’s tendency to disproportionately
target the continent. It was not until
2016 that the court opened an
investigation outside Africa - in
Georgia - reinforcing perceptions of it

being an instrument for advancing
Western political interests, The ICC has
also been criticised for focusing on
“low-hanging fruit” crimes -
prosecuting warlords and rebel leaders
while failing to hold senior political
figures accountable.

Challenges ahead

Perhaps the most damning criticism of
the ICC is its perceived inability to hold
the U.S. and its allies accountable. By
refusing to ratify the Rome Statute, the
U.S. has ensured that the court lacks
Jjurisdiction over crimes committed on
its territory or by its military
personnel. As a permanent member of
the UN Security Council, it can also
veto any attempt to initiate a referral
through the Council.

With the Trump administration in
power, the court is staring down the
barrel of four years of punitive
measures from Washington. Whether
it emerges as a meagre shadow of itself
or a resilient tribunal will depend on
the resolve of its member states.

Beyond external pressures, the
court faces internal challenges that
undermine its standing. Chief among
them is the sharp decline in trials. This
year, apart from delivering two
verdicts, the court will oversee only a
single ongoing trial, with no other
cases expected to reach the trial stage.
Its workload has also diminished
significantly, with just 80 hearing days
scheduled - a steep drop from the
average of 369 annual hearing days
recorded over the past eight years
(excluding the COVID-related
shutdown in 2020).

Further complicating matters is the
cloud of sexual harassment allegations
against the ICC’s chief prosecutor. In
November 2024, the court’s governing
body announced an external
investigation into the claims,
deepening concerns over the
institution’s credibility. To preserve its
legitimacy and public trust, the ICC
must address these internal issues with
unwavering transparency and
accountability.

6 BIaLT 2025 Ft, ANET F Tseufd seTes e o HARTSET WY
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v

The ICC has always had a
contentious relationship with
the U.S. The most damning
criticism of the ICC also stems
from its perceived inability to
hold the U.S. and its allies
accountable

v
Despite its mandate, the ICC
has struggled to gain the
membership of major powers,
including the U.S., China, and
Russia. Some nations have
even withdrawn from the body.
African nations, in particular,
have expressed discontent
towards the court's tendency
to disproportionately target
the continent

v
Beyond external pressures, the
court faces internal challenges
that undermine its standing.
Chief among them is the sharp
dedline in trials. This year,
apart from delivering two
verdicts, the court will oversee
only a single ongoing trial
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AT (ICC) I YA« oM & fAT udh FRIFH AT W gEdER
fare, forwet 3@ i T JRaw 3k 3uF gl fady v &
SIS & U WA A A arell Ay & afder ae & fov "3
3R FgeaOr R H FaraElt § TS

This condemnation follows ICC Chief Prosecutor Karim A. Khan’s decision to
issue arrest warrants for Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Defence
Minister Yoav Gallant over alleged war crimes and crimes against humanity in the
Gaza Strip.

g AT ICC & & Hffes F9 v. g= F 37 vy & o and o
3egia ST Y A HRAT I It R AeEar F Barw rwmt F e seREe
¥ guTeHEAr donfiar Adearg AR @ HH A e F Faw Reardt are s
fre

However, this is not the Trump administration’s first offensive against the ICC.

FIAIfh, I§ €T TATHA GaRT ICC F f@e® ugelm gHem g1 gl

In June 2020, it sanctioned then-ICC Prosecutor Fatou Bensouda and a senior
court official after she launched an investigation into alleged war crimes by U.S.
troops in Afghanistan.

ST 2020 #, €T GATHA A 3§ AT #Y ICC HfAAew v Flar R v afrss
reted FAFH W yfaey T, 99 sl wanfaas # 3ARET dfawt qarr
FRa gy IRt A T qE

The Biden administration later rescinded the sanctions.

ATSST WA of a1 A 37 ufaeel Fr ger &m

The latest sanctions have prompted key member states such as the U.K., France,
and Germany to reaffirm their "unwavering support” for the court.

defteras gfaaet & g.%., wiw AR T AX gorE weEw Ut Y IEed F v Ioa
"Ied FAYT" ) T ¥ ¥Fd F & v 9RT fFam

The ICC has always had a contentious relationship with the U.S.
ICC 3R 3ARFT & fiT gaem ¥ @ qaraqr Few ® E

While President Bill Clinton’s administration played a pivotal role in the
negotiations that led to the court’s creation, it remained wary of an independent
tribunal that Washington could not control through the UN Security Council.

gt Isgufar faer feieer & gemds & ICC Y FUan & fow arat & Ageaqet
sffF s, AfheT a8 v FaaT ARSI F AF TaF @ od aifderes
TYFA Usg JRaT aRwg & Aregw & T adt w1 aFar an

Although Mr. Clinton sighed the Rome Statute, he did not send it to the Senate for
ratification, fearing scrutiny of U.S. actions and those of its allies.
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gt A fFeea & o7 IR W grarR fFe, afra sl g8 e & gffe &
T a8 OaT, FfF 3¢ 3ARFT 3R 3uF et fr FaEAr i ST FT T AT
e When President George W. Bush took office, he launched a hostile campaign
against the ICC.

99 qegaf Set Seeg, U & IGHR WHTAT, @ 371t ICC & Bam® v ImFHF
AT & R

o His administration pressured governments worldwide to sign bilateral agreements
barring the surrender of U.S. nationals to the court.

3% JAHS & g R A aERl W gfauehy gwelal © gEanRR A 1 g@ e
37T, ER FARFT ARST F IETad H FATAIT FA T AHT ST T

¢ He also enacted the American Service Members’ Protection Act of 2002, which
restricted the ICC’s jurisdiction over U.S. military personnel.

3ol 2002 H "3ARS AW HeH dRFAT vae @] B, e ICC F sfteR
a7 F AR V=7 FAA a AT = R=m

e Thelaw even authorized military action against the court, earning it the nickname
"The Hague Invasion Act."

3H F[A A IS & @e A7 Fas F ot sfga frar, oad @
AT FfAfATH F1 39 @

e The U.S. position on the ICC softened during Mr. Bush’s second term when he
recognized its potential to serve American interests, particularly in regions where
U.S. nationals were unlikely to face prosecution, such as Africa.

A F W FEF & SN, IANFT T ICC W T&@ A 8 T, 99 3egia 39
AN Al A a1 FIA T &TH7AT & T F A=GAr &, [{AT T F 39 &= # @r
IANFY AR R FHGHAT TAT Sy ForEam A€ fY, ¥ B 3|

e In 2005, his administration abstained from a UN Security Council vote granting the
ICC jurisdiction over war crimes in Darfur, Sudan.

2005 &, 3T YW & Had TS Y& INWG & 37 Ade § Wesl v, lSwa
ICC ! §2I & SRYY & Fou IRl W HfAFR & vera fHam

e This measured engagement continued under the Obama administration, with U.S.
diplomats attending ICC conferences.

I wdfad WAl AEET YA & dgad o @1, w3 weelRe icc
FFATET F A 8 W

e However, cooperation remained conditional, as Washington made it clear that it
would support only those investigations that aligned with American interests.

BT, HEAT oaf & A o7, FAfF TIREET o Tase X A fF a8 Fad 361
Sral T @HdT FEm S AR Rat F ege g
e Under the Biden administration, Washington’s double standards in its purported

commitment to the "rules-based international order” lay bare when it endorsed the
ICC’s arrest warrant for Vladimir Putin while denouncing as "outrageous" the one
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Low five as
Delhi remains
a House of
few women

GS Paper Il: Women's
Representation

NEW DELHI

Five women candidates —
four from the BJP and one
from AAP — emerged as
winners in the election to
the 70-member Delhi As-
sembly. In 2020, eight wo-
men were elected to the
Assembly.

The winners included
senior AAP leader and Del-
hi Chief Minister Atishi,
who beat BJP’s Ramesh
Bidhuri by 3,521 votes from
the Kalkaji Assembly con-
stituency. Kalkaji also saw
Congress’s Alka Lamba
contesting and coming in
third with 4,392 votes. Per-
centage-wise, women’s re-
presentation is at 7.14%,
still a far cry from the 33%
envisaged by the women'’s
reservation Act of 2023.

In Shalimar Bagh, BJP’s
Rekha Gupta defeated
AAP’s Bandana Kumari,
who had held the seat
since 2013, by a significant
margin of 29,595 votes.
From Greater Kailash, BJP
candidate Shikha Roy
emerged victorious by
beating senior AAP leader
and Health Minister Sau-
rabh Bharadwaj by 3,188
votes. In Najafgarh, BJP’s
Neelam Pahalwan defeated
AAP’s Tarun Kumar by
29,009 votes and in Wazir-
pur, Poonam Sharma of
the BJP beat Rajesh Gupta
of AAP by 11,425 votes.

Six of the nine candi-
dates that AAP fielded in
the last election had won,
including Ms. Atishi, Sarita
Singh (Rohtas Nagar), Rak-
hi Birla (Madipur), Ms. Ku-
mari (Shalimar Bagh),
Dhanwati Chandela (Ra-
jouri Garden) and Pramila
Tokas (R.K. Puram).

Over 71 lakh of Delhi’s
1.55 crore voters are wo-
men. All the major parties
announced schemes for
women ahead of the poll.
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issued for Benjamin Netanyahu.

T3S YU F ded, "AgA-3raia IOy cuavdr & 9fa afderea fr #RT
yfaagear @ d Aifa 3emR & o1, 59 3w senfeHR gfae & AT IcCF
fiRwardt ane #1 wada e, safE donfaa Aaeag & v Il are 1 - sreds
TR e

Low-hanging fruit
I e

In the aftermath of the Second World War, the Allied powers
established the Nuremberg Tribunal, the first international war
crimes tribunal, to prosecute top Nazi officials.

afd e e & Wi, B el & et ST wRa
foram, Y gger HASET U HUY FARTAFEIOT o, fAET 3eaeT
ofig arsht srferm Rt o FyFear Femer

» This gave birth to the idea of a permanent court to hold perpetrators accountable for
the world’s most egregious crimes.

$UY T TUT ST 1 ITURON 39T g, ST AT & HeH 5TTeTeh HORTeT
fore 3roRIfEaT Y Sfaracg 3R]

e Although the UN later created ad hoc tribunals to prosecute war crimes in the former
Yugoslavia and Rwanda, many international law experts considered them inadequate
deterrents.

glelifeh WYFA Teg A d1g H Ay Frnfaor sew, aifse q@ gaeenfaar sk @t
e T I HHSAT TN ST Heb, Afehe] S FRTSET Flefel [aATAT o S
e fAars AT

e In July 1998, the UN General Assembly adopted the ICC’s founding treaty at a
conference in Rome.

TS 1998 H, WYFA ST HEWHT o NH FFAA H ISHM A Fyrgam wfer r

3YeATT|

o Unlike the International Court of Justice (ICJ), which adjudicates disputes between
states, the ICC prosecutes individuals.

HRTET AT (ICI), ST =AY F AT fAarel &1 Avert #ar § F i,
s safFaal W HwEHAT Tored ¢

e It complements national courts and intervenes only when they are unwilling or
unable to act.
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Ig TS JETeal HT [ ¢ 3R Faer aff gFaald Fa1 § 99 T FRAs Fa A
IaAd a1 faegF &
A major challenge to its enforcement is the absence of its own police force.

$Hh AN FA A FET Taoalelt sqeh et gfw aar A sreqafPafa g

Challenges in Gaining Membership

HEEIAT WIed FIA & FaAtfaar

Despite its mandate, the ICC has struggled to gain the membership of major powers,
including the U.S., China, and Russia.

3O SIIGeT & STaolG, IS F 3R, A i v afea AeafFaat  agrgan
yred A H Hos §F &

Some nations have even withdrawn.
o Ul o o weEgar o3 ot & ¢

In 2017, Burundi left after the court decided to investigate its crackdown on
opposition protests.

2017 &, g A 37eTed arT RAueh Ut w gaa At sa w9 & fAva F o

FEEIdr Big &l

In 2019, Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte pulled out, rejecting the ICC’s inquiry
into his war on drugs, insisting that domestic courts were sufficient to uphold the rule
of law.

2019 &, frelrdier & wregufa AfFaN e = refter wemat & @eme e v sra &
IR A §U FEEIAT B3 & 3N SR feam o I srererd et & et
ST @ & fow gafeg g

African nations have expressed discontent, accusing the ICC of disproportionately
targeting the continent.

HOPTERT ST AT TF AT &, T§ IR R §U F AN o Fgredha A
AT T ¥ foremamr s g

It was not until 2016 that the court opened an investigation outside Africa — in
Georgia.

2016 T, 3feTeld = 3HIHT & dTeY Ugell IR SAforaT # U S Y& H|
This reinforced perceptions that the ICC serves Western political interests.
mmwﬁ?m@g%mmm%ﬁﬁﬁmm%l

The ICC has been criticized for focusing on “low-hanging fruit” crimes, prosecuting
warlords and rebel leaders while failing to hold senior political figures accountable.

SRR Fr ITTATSH a1 & AT Fr 7S F I8 3T AAET (low-hanging fruit)
W e Hed Fr §, T oy wert R Rgd dandt w geear Terr § afe
IS Tereifas gfeaal I STaeee oe & e BT &
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Challenges Ahead
amer #r galfaat

Perhaps the most damning criticism of the ICC is its perceived inability to hold the
U.S. and its allies accountable.

S Hr T9F 7HR A" sHH FARFT HR IHF FEAAT Fr FaEeE ST
# #a raAAT T

By refusing to ratify the Rome Statute, the U.S. has ensured that the court lacks
jurisdiction over crimes committed on its territory or by its military personnel.

U wfafr r gfte w3 @ gaFR =&, IANFT F 77 gaRaa Far & 6 eroa &
39F & AT 3FH AT ganT fFT a0 rRmet 9 FAFR AT Ged 7T 8

As a permanent member of the UN Security Council, the U.S. can also veto any
attempt to initiate a referral through the Council.

YFT Tsg Gt IRuE F1 TR FeTF gl & A1, AR el st Yot ggar

e FT qFHaT ¢
With the Trump administration in power, the ICC faces four years of punitive
measures from Washington.

T YA & Tl A g F FROT, AEHA F qifieresd F IR aut d& gereas gl
ST WIHAAT FIAT IS ThelT &

The ICC’s internal challenges have also undermined its standing.

ISERET T IR gaAlfaat & st swehr Rufa A Faak B B

Sharp decline in trials is a major issue.

AheAl HT FEA H 0 PRrae vk YHE Heer ¢

In 2024, apart from delivering two verdicts, the court will oversee only one ongoing
trial, with no other cases expected to reach trial stage.

2024 #, a1 hwal I BISHY, HETold [AF T T | qFaHA 1 AIREN Fwl, 3RS
g AHST FeAa§ F TOT Ak AL qgA|

Only 80 hearing days are scheduled for this year — a steep drop from the average of
369 hearing days over the past eight years.

58 a¥ Faa 80 YaAars et fuiRa fhw arv § — S fo Roor e ast & 369 goars
et & stwa & ol PrEe §)

Allegations of sexual harassment against the ICC’s chief prosecutor have further
damaged its credibility.

AWM F 7T HAfAeF F Baw Al sedise F ARG S sHA RAeawzar #
3R FASR R g

To preserve its legitimacy, the ICC must act with transparency and accountability.

37T T ST @A & AT, IS A IRERAT HR FaEed & AT HF HIET
gram|
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Port of contention

Chabahar Port

The tiny warm-water port in the Gulf of Oman, with minimal trade compared to Iran’s main
Bandar Abbas port, received a special mention in Donald Trump’s memo

[GS Paper II: India-West Asia

Suhasini Haidar

.S. President Do-
U nald Trump has ta-
ken aim at many

countries around the
world in the first few weeks
of his presidency — with

PHOTO: GETTY IMAGES

forge ties with the Taliban
leadership through the
supply of aid.

India also provided
equipment worth $25 mil-
lion dollars, including six
mobile harbour cranes,
and developed the termi-

Iran being perhaps the nal at Chabahar during this
most predictable target, time, albeit at a slower
much as it was during his pace than Iran had hoped.

first tenure. So, while it
came as no surprise when
he issued a Presidential Na-
tional Security Memoran-
dum (PNSM-2) on February
4, calling for “maximum
pressure” on Iran, as what
he called the “world’s lead-
ing state sponsor of ter-
ror”, his decision to name
the Chabahar Port in par-
ticular sent shock-waves
through New Delhi.

Chabahar’s Shahid Be-
heshti port terminal is after
all India’s first internation-
al port, its alternative trade
route to Iran, Afghanistan,
Central Asia and beyond,
and part of its plans for re-
gional leadership. So why
does the tiny warm-water
port in the Gulf of Oman,
that does relatively little
trade with the world com-
pared to Iran’s main Ban-
dar Abbas port, merit a
special mention in Mr.
Trump’s memo, and where
could this lead?

India had an interest in
developing a terminal for
trade to bypass Pakistan’s
land route and Karachi
port route. Chabahar not
only provides a quick sea
route from India’s west
coast, but the plan fits in
with India’s development
assistance to the Afghan re-
public, especially through
the construction of the Za-

ranj-Delaram highway in
2009, that could take In-
dian goods around the
country.

In time, India could de-
velop Chabahar as a coun-
ter to Pakistan’s Gwadar
port, that is funded by Chi-
na. In recent years China
showed its interest in Cha-
bahar as well, as a part of
its Belt and Road Initiative
and signed a 25-year coop-
eration agreement in 2021
with a potential invest-
ment of $300 billion.

Between 2010 and 2015,
the U.S. encouraged India
to increase energy con-
tracts with Iran, to build up
the Shahid Beheshti termi-
nal at Chabahar and even
to invest in a rail line con-
necting Chabahar to the Af-
ghan border — as it wanted
to use this as leverage in its
high-stakes negotiations
for the 6-nation Joint Com-
prehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA) on Iran’s nuclear
capabilities. The thinking
for the U.S. administration
was that Indian investment
would give Iran incentives
to join the international
mainstream  with  the
JCPOA signed.

But the best-laid plans
are often derailed by geo-
politics. By the time Do-

nald Trump was elected in
November 2016, the U.S.’s
relations with Iran had
soured, and Mr. Trump
walked out of the JCPOA,
enforcing sanctions on any
country importing oil or
trading with Iran. India
submitted to the sanctions
on oil, stopping its imports
of cheaper Iranian crude in
2018, but it lobbied hard to
keep its stake in Chabahar
alive.

Addition of waivers
In November 2018, the
Trump administration de-
cided to add waivers to the
U.S’s Iran Freedom and
Counter-Proliferation Act
(IFCA 144(f)), stipulating
that all consignments
through Iranian ports were
subject to sanctions, ex-
cept those meant for hu-
manitarian aid for Iran,
and for Afghanistan recon-
struction. The waiver was
welcomed by New Delhi,
and it spurred a new round
of interest in Chabahar.
Over the next few years,
India’s trade and aid
through Chabahar grew.
While the collapse of the
Ghani government and the
takeover by the Taliban re-
duced the U.S’s engage-
ment, India has tried to

In May 2024, even as India
was in the throes of an
election campaign, the Mo-
di government sent Ship-
ping Minister Sarbananda
Sonowal to Tehran to sign
a 10-year contract for Cha-
bahar to invest approxi-
mately $120 million in
equipment for the port
and a credit window of
$250 million. External Af-
fairs Minister S. Jaishankar
extolled the agreement, in-
dicating India wanted to
connect its Chabahar port
to the International North-
South Transport Corridor
(INSTC) so as to trade with
Central Asia and Russia.
Reminding India of the Af-
ghanistan aid stipulation,
the Biden Administration
said the plans carried the
“risk of sanctions”, but did
not move on the implicit
threat. Mr. Trump’s latest
memo brings the risk back
into focus.

Given that the order
came just days ahead of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s U.S. visit, South
Block officials hope they
can once again negotiate
for an exception for India’s
plans for Chabahar port.
The question is what kind
of bargain Mr. Trump
wants to strike, now that
Chabahar is once again in
U.S. cross-hairs.
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Port of contention
farfea TeenE

The tiny warm-water port in the Gulf of Oman, with minimal trade
compared to Iran’s main Bandar Abbas port, received a special
mention in Donald Trump’s memo.

stAe A @t A Bua 77 o W Ol F1 dewens, S ST & qe
qeT 3T GG I oA H FH AR FIT §, F 361168 €7
AT FA RBAY T F Iea@ Bmar =)

e U.S. President Donald Trump targeted Iran during the early weeks of his presidency,
much like his first tenure.

IAREY Tegufa STes TS U ggd FREFI hl ALE U Usgafer qg A I
& gFal A A AT AT FATAT

e On February 4, he issued Presidential National Security Memorandum (PNSM-2),
calling for maximum pressure on Iran, labeling it as the world’s leading state
sponsor of terror.

4 B Y Segier Iegafer ISET FET AT (PNSM-2) TR foham, TS e s3e w)
siftFas gaE sTee 1 JEde R 3R S8 g & yew araw gedE T

EEIRN

e The mention of Chabahar Port in the memo sent shockwaves through New Delhi as it
is India’s first international port and a key element in its regional leadership plans.

AT H TR FE&I9NE T 3eoid gl d a8 edl A gorae AT 15, Fifh Ig AR
FT gl FAWTSET qEMe 3R 58 8T Aqed A3t o1 97w e gl

e India developed Chabahar to bypass Pakistan’s land and Karachi port routes for
trade.

AR o AR & [T aifFeara & of AR Fh dewomg AR 1 iR w1 &
T ITagR &1 T fohar|

e It provides a quick sea route from India’s west coast and aligns with India’s Afghan
development assistance, particularly the Zaranj-Delaram highway built in 2009.

Ig #Rd & IRTA de q v asr AN AN YT 1 § IR HRT F rane T
WER—AT & O Ad @dT g, Y & & 2009 # AT sRT-3dRET TSTATT

e China also showed interest in Chabahar and signed a 25-year cooperation agreement
in 2021, with a $300 billion investment plan as part of its Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI).
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e o oy e &F R @S 3ilv 2021 & 25 aeffa wgAter wasitar v, f5as $300
fega @3 e a1 39 dee vs U3 sfAfReRa (BRI) Fr fear samn)

o Between 2010 and 2015, the U.S. encouraged India to increase energy contracts with
Iran and build the Shahid Beheshti terminal at Chabahar.

2010 & 2015 & e, HANFT A HRA HI AT F WY FaAT HJaer qo1 3R AER A
Agig aged) effidd s & fow dicanfed fohaml

e The plan aimed to bring Iran into the international mainstream through the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA).

$H ATl T 360T HIFA 9T F1F AIStelT (JCPOA) & HATEIH & §eT H
FAWSET FEAURT A afirer e |

o However, after Donald Trump’s election in November 2016, the U.S.-Iran relations
soured, and he walked out of the JCPOA, enforcing sanctions on Iran.

dfehel SR 2016 & SNATes €T & oA Sdal & 91€, IANF-ETT HY G & T,
3R 3+l JCPOA ¥ aTeX fisherd §T §0e W wfaisier o fee

e In November 2018, the Trump administration issued waivers under the Iran Freedom
and Counter-Proliferation Act (IFCA 144(f)), exempting humanitarian aid and
Afghanistan reconstruction trade.

9T 2018 H, TT TARA oF T Fadaam AR JAR-R{Oef AT (IFCA 144(f)) &
g AT Weraar AR eIt gafaaor samaR S ge &

e Indiawelcomed the waiver, leading to increased trade and aid through Chabahar.
HRA & 3 T & TEEE fF, 508 IeeR & ALA 4 MR AR ggar #

CLEE]

o After the Taliban takeover, India sought to maintain engagement, supplying aid and
investing $25 million in equipment, including six mobile harbor cranes.

AT & Tt & 91, AT of AT JTT (@ HT HITAA H, TTTH $25 AT
& IUHT, 3R BF ANGSA g el ISl HI TS|

e In May 2024, during the Indian election campaign, India signed a 10-year contract for
Chabahar, investing $120 million in equipment and providing a $250 million credit
window.

HE 2024 #, AR go1g HfFAe & SR, R 7 TR & favw 10 affy ey w
geaar v, [Swe $120 Afore 1 3yaor fader 3 $250 Afdaer #1 Ff3e [
AT |

o External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar emphasized Chabahar’s connection to the
International North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC) for trade with Central Asia
and Russia.

fager 7 T, FHAF A ATEER T HAWSET 3T-GTA0T IRTgeT faar (INSTC) &
SIS ALY TREAT 3R ®F & 1Y AR AT Al W g 2|

e The Biden administration warned that Chabahar plans carried the risk of sanctions,
but took no direct action.
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S Paper ll: US

Adithya Narayan

aving returned to
H the President’s
chair on January

20 and signing a spree of
executive orders since, Do-
nald Trump, along with bil-
lionaire friend and advisor
Elon Musk, moved to
freeze all foreign funding
for 90 days. The ramifica-
tions of this stop-work or-
der were far-reaching, af-
fecting countries as diverse
as Syria, Thailand, Uk-
raine, and South Africa,
where the U.S. Agency for
International Develop-
ment (USAID), the coun-
try’s premier humanitar-
ian aid agency, was actively
involved.

Not stopping at that, the
U.S. President, along with
Mr. Musk, who heads the
newly formed Department
for Government Efficiency
(DOGE), has sought to
tighten the choke-hold by
trimming the USAID’s
10,000-strong  workforce
to a mere 294 — a move
temporarily put on hold by
a court on Friday.

In between, senior offi-
cials at the USAID were
placed on leave following a
rundin with Mr. Musk's
DOGE - an organisation
whose ambit of power re-
mains sketchy — after it
sought access to sensitive
information. The USAID’s
website went dark, and its
Washington office was
locked, leaving employees
to protest outside.

The original plan of the
Trump-Musk duo for the
USAID involves shutting it
down, a position previous-
ly stated by the Tesla foun-
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qISST YA o Adrael & o TR Asamsit & ufaeut 1 @ §, afFa w15
Jcd8T HIRATS IeT |

e With Trump’s latest memo, the risk of sanctions resurfaces, raising concerns ahead
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s U.S. visit.

TY & Adiedd AU & T, gfaaut #T @a R & 3R 3, S TUEaE a3 AT
&1 IANFT I A gg [T ST T &

+ Indian officials hope to negotiate another exception for Chabahar amidst U.S.
diplomatic pressure.

AR 3O AR Fehfas qaa F fgawer F Pw wF 3R g W a@=ha
FA P 3FHIG P B &l

Domestic interests, global cost

USAID

The humanitarian aid organisation is the latest casualty of the reforms initiated by US. President

Donald Trump and DOGE helmed by Elon Musk

der. “What we have is just a
ball of worms. You have got
to basically get rid of the
whole thing. It’s beyond re-
pair,” Mr. Musk was quoted
as saying.

The next best outcome
would be the absorption of
the USAID into the U.S.
State Department — a move
driven by Secretary of
State Marco Rubio’s take-
over of the agency’s Acting
Director role after accusing
it of ‘insubordination’.

Allegations galore

To justify their actions, the
trio has said the USAID’s
functioning did not align
with the President’s ‘Amer-
ica First’ policy.

A statement put out by
the White House has criti-
cised the agency’s $1.5 mil-
lion grant to an LGBTQ
group in Serbia and $2.5
million assistance to an
electric vehicle manufac-
turer in Viemam.

Separately, Mr. Trump
has levelled allegations of
corruption against the
USAID. He also accused the
USAID of shipping $50 mil-
lion worth of condoms to
Gaza where they were be-
ing repurposed as bombs.
A Guardian fact-check re-
port found that the U.S. did

PHOTO: REUTERS

i
R

not ship contraceptives
anywhere in West Asia ex-
cept for Jordan.

However, the fact of the
matter is that the U.S. re-
mains the largest contribu-
tor of the foreign aid, des-
pite that amount not being
the highest in terms of the
fraction of a country’s an-
nual budget (0.6% of $6.75
trillion). The USAID is the
primary source of that as-
sistance. Of the $68 billion
spent by the country on in-
ternational aid in 2023, the
USAID accounted for $40
billion.

The agency has opera-
tions in 130 countries. It
takes care of the education
of schoolgirls in Taliban-
ruled Afghanistan while
monitoring the Ebola out-
break in Uganda. It is also
responsible for PEPFAR,
an HIV/AIDS control pro-
gramme that began under
President George W. Bush
in 2003 and is credited
with saving more than 20
million lives in Africa.

Of late, the agency’s
primary focus has been Uk-
raine where it buys pro-
duce from farmers and
sells it in other parts of the
world; it also provides
prosthetic limbs to sol-
diers. It boasts a famine

prevention  programme
that can predict crises in
regions. In India, the agen-
cy works in areas such as
health, education, sanita-
tion and environment.

Soft power

The USAID was established
in 1961 by Democratic Pre-
sident John F. Kennedy
during the Cold War era to
counter Russian influence.
While it functioned under
the State Department in-
itially, Congress made it an
independent agency in
1998. Hence, experts say,
the power to dissolve the
USAID wrests with
Congress.

The U.S. has benefited
from this independent sta-
ture for it could maintain
bridges with non-friendly
nations such as Iran and
North Korea, where the
agency undertook humani-
tarian work. However, the
public in the U.S., mainly
Republicans, have always
sided with slashing foreign
spending.

As Mr. Musk and Mr.
Trump chip away at the
USAID with the acumen of
two businessmen, ‘cutting
costs and trimming the
flab’, experts say China will
step in to fill the void left by
the agency. But China’s
priority has so far been
‘visible programmes’, or
infrastructure projects it
undertakes in the form of
the Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI). These can never sup-
plant the USAID.

Sadly, the price for the
Trump administration’s
domestic interests end up
being paid by the deprived
people across the globe.

patrioticias.in

Domestic interests, global
cost

W fea, dRasw amra

The humanitarian aid
organisation is the latest
casualty of the reforms
initiated by U.S. President
Donald Trump and DOGE
helmed by Elon Musk.

AT HETIAT HIST
IARA Tsgufa Sares e
garT % frT e gunt sk
Tl AEF ¥ AqeT A
DOGE &T ddlddd &R a1
T gl

. Donald Trump, after returning as
President on January 20, signed multiple
executive orders, freezing all foreign
funding for 90 days along with Elon
Musk.

SidTes €9, 20 FIad & Useafa & w9 H
Y A F 91G, Fs HFRAGRT GAT W
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e The USAID operations in Syria, Thailand, Ukraine, and South Africa were affected
due to this funding freeze.

Wi, aréals, Iher 3R gRAOT 3hYeRT 7 USAID & FaTele 38 fad 9T I & &HROT
gTfad gul

e The U.S?President and Mr. Musk, who heads the newly formed Department for
Government Efficiency (DOGE), sought to trim USAID's workforce from 10,000 to
294, but the move was temporarily put on hold by a court.

FARHT Togufd 3R DOGE & WHE@ Talldl 7% o USAID & HAARAT HiT FE&aT
10,000 ¥ HETHT 294 FI Y AT TS, AfeheT 3ETold o 39 ITEARN & F U
e

e USAID senior officials were placed on leave after a dispute with DOGE over access
to sensitive information.

mmamma?qgvﬁmﬁaﬁa:musmoa:maﬂmﬁﬁﬁ

HTFHIT W A far a=m|

e The USAID website went dark and its Washington office was locked, forcing
employees to protest outside.

USAID Y 39dTee a¢ 8 7% 3 SHT aifdieresT ST §¢ ¥ foar o, forad
FAARAT FT T8¢ —BAY YeqT =T Tei|

e Trump-Musk plan is to shut down USAID, but the alternative is its absorption into the
U.S. State Department under Secretary of State Marco Rubio.

TU-ATF 1 AT USAID Y d€ I 1 &, AftheT Jpfouss &7 & 0 fader &= amef

AT & dga IARE Ry RFemer & afaa A s @ ¢

e The White House criticized USAID's grants, including $1.5 million to an LGBTQ
group in Serbia and $2.5 million to an electric vehicle manufacturer in Vietnam.

SIS §13W o USAID & 3reeTalt T raltaren Y, fowd afdar F LGBTQ &9qg #t
$1.5 fAferaer 3R fagaems & vw safdes awer faatar & $2.5 Afows #r agmar
afAer gl

e Trump accused USAID of shipping $50 million worth of condoms to Gaza, which
were allegedly repurposed as bombs. A fact-check report found this claim false.

Y o USAID WX 9TTeT & $50 Afaaer #Hea & #F3i et &1 39 a9, f5eg
HAT AR W F@ F s¢ar 77| hee-a% RAE F Ig grar rad 9rAr Im|

e The U.S. remains the largest foreign aid contributor, spending $68 billion on
international aid in 2023, with USAID accounting for $40 billion.

AR 337 o g @31 RAged FErar aar §, 5 2023 # IR ggEar W
$68 fafeasr @a fve, Taa USAID &1 ahreRT $40 Rfeer ar)

e USAID operates in 130 countries, providing education to schoolgirls in Taliban-
ruled Afghanistan and monitoring Ebola outbreaks in Uganda.
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USAID 130 &2t # & #ar ¢, foradt anfearer anfla sreenfaearer & el smEmt

F A& YeTeT FT AR gansr H gater yRT A R e anfie 8

o PEPFAR, an HIV/AIDS program started in 2003 under President George W. Bush, is
credited with saving 20 million lives in Africa.

PEPFAR, 3T 2003 # Trsgufd Sifs Secq 2T & & Y& §IHT T, 3hreht # 20 fAferast
At Y T q=9= F AT @ g

e USAID’s primary focus recently has been Ukraine, helping farmers sell produce
globally and providing prosthetic limbs to soldiers.

USAID &1 gifen graflis ®1ed Johet W ¥, Sigl I framal 1 4fes aor & scuig

9 # Ag w1 ¢ 3R ARF F FBA 3491 ygw Far B
e The USAID was established in 1961 by President John F. Kennedy during the Cold
War era to counter Russian influence.

USAID T TIT9aT 1961 7 Irsgafa Slet U, Fast gamr offd gaer & SRy &t worma
&1 FhET A F AT f 75 o

o Experts argue that Congress has the authority to dissolve USAID, as it was made an
independent agency in 1998.

fIATAT T FEaAT § F FEAT F I USAID Y ST o FT HASR &, FF 53

1998 H TS ¥add TolHl SATAT AT AT

e The U.S. benefits from USAID’s independence, maintaining ties with Iran and North
Korea through humanitarian aid.

IANST USAID Y Taaaar & amnfeaa gar 8, 5 & 3t 3o FIRIr & ary
AT TEIAT & ATETH § HEY TA0 IGT &

e Many Republicans support cutting foreign aid, viewing it as unnecessary spending.
Fs Rufcasms Rl Fegrmar & weld &1 gada Fa & 58 I gs @d A £

o Experts warn that China might step in to fill the void left by USAID, but its focus
remains on visible infrastructure projects under the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI).

faAWAT T Fgar § & T USAID T@RT 8IS AT T F #T WHhal 8, olfehe] FHeRT
eI I9e dee U3 U3 sAfliefed (BRI) & aga gfaady srar aRisemst o1 2

e Ultimately, the biggest impact of Trump’s domestic policies is felt by deprived
communities worldwide.

3iclel:, €0 Y ae At w1 Fa® 931 wT g R F T wErt W gsar B
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Three Baltic states
disconnect from
Soviet-era power grid

[GS Paper II: Europe

Associated Press
VILNIUS

The flow of electricity bet-
ween the Baltic countries
of Estonia, Latvia and Lith-
uania and Russia was offi-
cially severed on Saturday
morning after officials
switched off the Soviet-era
grid’s transmission lines
and prepared to join the
rest of Europe on Sunday.
This came more than
three decades after the col-
lapse of the Soviet Union,
ending the Baltics’ final ties
to oil- and gas-rich Russia.
For the three countries, as

well as the rest of Europe,
the move was steeped in
geopolitical and symbolic
significance.

“The Baltic energy sys-
tem is finally in our hands,
we are in full control,” Lith-
uania Energy Minister Zy-
gimantas VaiCitinas told
reporters.

For 24 hours after de-
taching from the Soviet-era
grid, the Baltic Power Sys-
tem will operate indepen-
dently. If all goes as
planned, the power system
will merge with the Euro-
pean energy networks on
Sunday afternoon.

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
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Three Baltic states disconnect
from Soviet-era power grid

dieT arfees qer WRAFT-Jor & qra
fars & 3T go

The flow of electricity between the
Baltic countries of Estonia, Latvia, and
Lithuania and Russia was officially
severed on Saturday morning.

o aifecs gat (Twarfe, amafaar sk
frganforam) 3k & & @7 Roeh vaw
F AfIER Fag MAFRF T § a¢ =
feam aram

o Officials switched off the Soviet-era grid’s
transmission lines and prepared to join the rest of
Europe on Sunday.

o ISR o AfaIa-gar s A gafree amgat

Frag F R iR WaaAR i ahr U F FA HT AR FH

This came more than three decades after the collapse of the Soviet Union, ending

the Baltics’ final ties to oil- and gas-rich Russia.

Ig MRYT 89 & gda & o gl ¥ 3% gay a1 3mar, Saw aifecs
Rit & der AR Ag Fey T O Afaw waw gATT 8 v

e For the three countries and the rest of Europe, the move carried geopolitical and
symbolic significance.

gl

o it gaf 3N At AU & AT, T8 FeH q-TEfaw AR ThweAs Aged T@ar

o "The Baltic energy system is finally in our hands, we are in full control,” said
Lithuania’s Energy Minister Zygimantas Vaiciunas.

o aifecd FAT Jorreh ea: AR gt # 7 g @ ave fawor 7 g foryganfaan

% Fal &/l Zygimantas Vaiéitinas = &gT|
e For 24 hours after detaching from the Soviet-era grid, the Baltic Power System will
operate independently.

FIH B

o WRTT-ZT fIs @ e @ F 1G24 B IF Alfecd TaX RAeeH Faaq ¥ &
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o If all goes as planned, the power system will merge with European energy networks
on Sunday afternoon.

o IS TS FS Tl & HTAR g3, A IraX e WA Qe a T St
Acas H WA g S

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper Il1: Economy, Science & Technology,
Environment, Disaster Management, Internal Security)

1. Mohan Majhi Govt. Announces Unified Pension Scheme
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qefar

C -~

5. Heart failure patients in India die 10 years earlier: study /
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6. How do bacteria resist antibiotics? / dFaRAT Tdaraifes
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Mohan Majhi govt.
announces unified
pension scheme

|GS Paper lll: Pension

Satyasundar Barik
BHUBANESWAR

The Mohan Majhi govern-
ment has announced im-
plementation of the Un-
ified Pension Scheme
(UPS) for government em-
ployees in Odisha, aligning
it with the Centre’s policy.
The Cabinet, chaired by
Mr. Majhi on Friday, gave
approval for the imple-
mentation of the UPS for
those employees consi-
dered eligible for pension
under the National Pen-
sion Scheme.

“As you all know, the
Union Cabinet chaired by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has approved the
UPS on August 24, 2024.
Keeping in view the re-
quests of various service
organisations to determine
appropriate pensions and
factoring in compulsory
pension, family pension
and inflation, the Union go-
vernment has further im-
proved the existing NPS
and implemented this Un-
ified Pension Scheme. It is
targeted to be implement-
ed from April 1, 2025. Ac-
cordingly, the Odisha go-
vernment has also decided
to implement the UPS for

Mohan Majhi

its employees,” the CM
said.

As per the Cabinet deci-
sion, there will be assured
pension for employees
who complete 25 years of
services. “Pension will be
available at the rate of 50%
of the average basic pay or
basic pay earned in the 12
months preceding retire-
ment. Pension will be paid
proportionately for the pe-
riod of service starting
from a minimum period of
10 years to 25 years,” it
said. Similarly, family pen-
sion will be paid at the rate
of 60% of the pension that
the employee was drawing
before death.

In UPS, there will be
guaranteed family pension
in case of death of a go-
vernment employee after
retirement, unlike in NPS.

Mohan Majhi Govt. Announces Unified
Pension Scheme

Agel A THER o thiHd G0 A
T ENOIT HY

The Mohan Majhi government has
announced the implementation of the
Unified Pension Scheme (UPS) for
government employees in Odisha, aligning it
with the Centre’s policy.

AlgeT AN WHR A 3BT & TR
FAARET F AT whiga Jerer Jser (UPS)
AN FGT T Awom i, S Fg A AT F
arees g

e The Cabinet chaired by Mohan Majhi on Friday
approved the implementation of UPS for employees
eligible for pension under the National Pension Scheme
(NPS).
zﬂa:rm@%a?ramrmﬁgﬁnaﬁgé%ﬁﬁamﬁ
TSERT e AT (NPS) & dgd U FAARAl & fow

UPS @[ &3t & FHo[ll & S|

Alignment with Central Policy

Fg B AT F 3egET Ao

e The Union Cabinet, chaired by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, approved the UPS on August 24, 2024.

TUTAAAT g Ay i egaTar H FE ARFAST 7 24
3FEA 2024 T UPS & Hdr &

e The Union government improved the existing NPS and introduced the Unified
Pension Scheme, considering requests from service organizations regarding
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pension, family pension, and inflation adjustments.
F% WER « TAAT NPS H FUR X Thiga FeeT e (UPS) o &, foreast dar
HarsaAl $1 Forer, IRERF Yeret 3R Fereh iy woraisEr A 7@ A oA § @
AT

e The scheme is targeted to be implemented from April 1, 2025.
SH ISPl T 1 38er 2025 @ W] FA T ol& @M =7 ¢

e Odisha government has also decided to implement UPS for its employees.

N THER A 3 31Tl HAURAT & TIT UPS &) Fa &1 fovTar feram g

Pension Benefits under UPS
UPS & dgd e oTer

o Employees completing 25 years of service will get assured pension.
25 9% #T a1 g T A FAARAT A AR Farer et

e Pension will be at 50% of the average basic pay or the basic pay of the last 12
months before retirement.

YereT T AT AT FT 50% 1 arfagfr @ veat & dfaw 12 7dal & T a7 5
YR 9T & S|

o Employees with service between 10 to 25 years will get proportional pension based
on their service period.

10 @ 25 TSt AT AT FA ATl FAANRAT 1 AR JaT I F HTAR I IfaF FereT
fAerafr|

o Family pension will be 60% of the pension that the employee was receiving before
death.

IRER® Jere FAAl A g F g GIod qT FT 60% g9l
e Unlike NPS, the UPS guarantees family pension in case of death after retirement.

NPS #I geell #, UPS Harfagia & a1g #eg 81 W uiarie dereT & el aar g
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gk Unified Pension Scheme (UPS) — 2024

x¢ The Unified Pension Scheme (UPS), introduced by the Government of India in August
2024, aims to provide central government employees with a secure and predictable pension.
£ Unlike the National Pension System (NPS), which offers market-linked returns £ (&, the
UPS guarantees assured benefits.

Implementation Date: April 1, 2025
© Key Features of the Unified Pension Scheme (UPS):

@ MAssured Pension

« Employees with 25+ years of service get 50% of the average basic pay from their last 12
months before retirement.

« Those with 10-25 years of service get pension proportionate to their service tenure.

& ZIGovernment Contribution
v 18.5% of the employee's Basic Pay + DA f (higher than 14% in NPS).

£t EEmployee Contribution
« 10% of Basic Pay + DA (same as in NPS).

{1Assured Family Pension
v In case of the pensioner’s death &), the spouse or dependents get 60% of the retiree’s
pension for financial support. €

© BJAssured Minimum Pension
v %10,000/month it for employees with 10+ years of service to ensure financial stability.

&lnflation Protection
+ Pension adjusted to inflation using the All India Consumer Price Index for Industrial
Workers (AICPI-IW).

® TLump-Sum Retirement Benefit

« Retirees get a one-time lump sum = 1/10th of monthly emoluments (Basic + DA) per
completed 6 months of service. th

+ This is in addition to gratuity and does not reduce pension.

[8) UPS vs NPS - Key Differences

Feature Unified Pension Scheme (UPS) National Pension System (NPS) X

@ Pension Assurance Guaranteed B (Fixed Percentage of Salary) Market-Linked
(Investment-Based)
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® Government Contribution 18.5% of Basic Pay + DA
Family Pension 60% of retiree's pension to spouse
accumulation

Lump-Sum Withdrawal One-time payout without pension deduction 40%
mandatory annuity, 60% lump sum

Inflation Protection Yes (AICPI-IW linked)

14% of Basic Pay + DA
Depends on corpus

No direct protection X

Recent Updates & Expected Impact

August 24, 2024 — Union Cabinet Approved UPS iy

28 23 Lakh Central Government employees to benefit &

@ If adopted by state governments, 90 Lakh employees could benefit! &7

Mithuns get a glow-up for road safety

The semi-wild bovines of Arunachal Pradesh will soon wear fluorescent collars that are visible

enough for vehicle drivers on highways, thus ensuring the safety of both humans and animals

|GS Paper lil: Environment |

Rahul Karmakar
GUWAHATI

presented with the collars
after they were convinced
that their animals would

he mithun, a be safer at night. “We
T semi-wild bovine thought we had too many

creature, will soon collars. As it turned out,
start wearing fluorescent we could not give the
collars to be visible collars to quite a few
enough for drivers on a mithun owners,” Ms.
major highway in central Pertin, who is also in
Arunachal Pradesh’s Siang charge of the Kebang
district. Circle, said.

The mithun (Bos “We wanted the
frontalis) is a free-ranging mithuns to be as safe as
animal and stays mostly in the humans who use the
the jungles. Seeking roads. We hope our
warmth, mithuns usually initiative will serve the

spend winter nights on the
roads, leading to accidents
fatal for humans and
animals.

“Unlike cows, mithuns

A mlthun owner displaying a fluorescent collar received from the
Pangin Circle Officer and PWD (Highways) Executive Engineer in
Arunachal Pradesh’s Siang district. SPECIALARRANGEMENT

purpose,” Mr. Dai said.
The mithun collar idea
has caught on, officials in
Pangin said. There have
been enquiries from

have a black or deep mithun owners from other

brown hide, making them Pangin is about 20 km Pasighat Division, she parts of the State, seeking

less visible at night on from Pasighat, the nearest | purchased 200 collars for guidance to procure the

poorly lit highways, major town, and the mithuns. fluorescent collars.

especially in foggy headquarters of East Siang A series of meetings In Arunachal Pradesh,

stretches. The death of at district. with the mithun owners the mithun holds

least 30 mithuns in road Inspired by the and gaonburas (village immense cultural

accidents, some dragged fluorescent jackets of chiefs) preceded the collar | significance, serving as a

for miles by vehicles, construction workers, Ms. | distribution programme symbol of wealth and

made us think of Pertin located a vendor in on Friday. Pangin’s social status, is often used

something that may save New Delhi who sells Additional Deputy as a form of currency for ™~
them,” Niyang Pertin, glow-collars. Along with Commissioner Gamtum barter trade, and is <
Circle Officer of Pangin, Okep Dai, Executive Padu presided over the especially seen as a crucial L
told The Hindu on Engineer, Public Works event. part of the bride price in @©
Saturday. Department (Highways), Mithun owners were tribal marriages. o
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Mithuns Get a Glow-Up for Road Safety
AsF P& & v Ay i a5 gga=

The mithun, a semi-wild bovine creature, will soon start wearing
fluorescent collars to be visible enough for drivers on a major highway in
Arunachal Pradesh’s Siang district.

frger, St v ared-sierelt Al wonfar 8, 3@ Seg @ FaARNT FleR gEa,
e 3 omae e & AT 9 & 9q@ TSAE W GreHl F T 7
¥ @ &

e Mithuns (Bos frontalis) are free-ranging animals that stay mostly in jungles but
spend winter nights on roads, leading to fatal accidents for both humans and
animals.

frYa (Bos frontalis) Faaa ¥ @ favor & a@ era 8, S rfwax sierat F
@ €, dfthet A& 1 Td w3l W Rara §, @@ a@qeat 3k sea’t F Qe gras
gieaT gl ¢

The Reason for Fluorescent Collars

FARRIET HIe HT HROT

e Unlike cows, mithuns have a black or deep brown hide, making them less visible at
night on poorly lit highways, especially in foggy stretches.

Tt & Rodia, Byst 1 @ w1 7wd gd @ 3 Tew 3w Qe 9@
ToATE OF, Y w7 @ FEY a aEl A, ua F v REd & §

e At least 30 mithuns have died in road accidents, with some being dragged for miles
by vehicles.

FH ¥ FA 30 YT w5 et & AR 7C §, 57 @ $o w1 awal @ w5
frerer a& wfer |

¢ Niyang Pertin, Circle Officer of Pangin, said that this concern led to the
introduction of fluorescent collars.

foramr afée, wifer i g FWFRA, & T F 30 THET F FAYUT & QT
FARIT HleR AT AT

Implementation of the Initiative

SH Ygd HT dRATdd
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Inspired by fluorescent jackets of construction workers, Ms. Pertin found a vendor
in New Delhi selling glow-collars.

fastor #ffwt f1 FaRe dde ¥ IR R, AT aidet o a8 Redh & vw fAsvar

I @IS, S TA-Hle ST oT|
Along with Okep Dai, Executive Engineer, PWD (Highways), Pasighat Division, she
purchased 200 collars for the mithuns.

NHFT 18, FRFN fATar, dissegd (T, aritare Bdee & @1y, 38 200
FoR G|

A series of meetings were held with mithun owners and village chiefs (gaonburas)
before distributing the collars.

Fe faor § ggor Ayw wfet s o waEt (Taqust) F @y Fw5F 5%
Imafaa i 7|

Pangin’s Additional Deputy Commissioner Gamtum Padu presided over the collar
distribution event.

uiffer & sfaRed 39 3Ugea oeH W3 o iR faavor sriwa v sregatar |
Many mithun owners realized that the collars would enhance safety and were eager
to receive them. However, the demand exceeded supply.

5 g mfost ¥ Aeqy frar F Flaw 3ad e Teredr iR I3 e w1 &
T scga &, Afehet aAer amqfet & s o

Impact and Future Prospects

goTT 3R wfasTy Y FHTEATT

The mithun collar initiative is gaining attention, and owners from other parts of
Arunachal Pradesh are enquiring about obtaining collars.

Y Flor gger F1 FH eAeT A @71, 3R IR0 wow F ey vl & Ay
Arfos Y g8 wod F F AT gode W @ §

In Arunachal Pradesh, mithun holds immense cultural significance and is a symbol
of wealth and social status.

Ireomrae yaur H fAya #1 aga wiepfas weed ¢, 3R ¥¢ ua R wEaw gfaser
#1 welta ¢

Mithuns are often used as currency in barter trade and are a crucial part of the
bride price in tribal marriages.

et &1 s avq Rfew @R # #q1 F w0 & swahr fer S g ik g
anfearet famRl & s & w7 A Agcaywr qfAFT fAemar 2
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New surrender value
norms may impact

‘insurance

|GS Paper lil:

N. Ravi Kumar
HYDERABAD

India’s life insurance com-
panies may have displayed
resilience by responding
quickly when new surren-
der value norms for the
policies set in October 1 but
the change will impact the
industry’s ability, especial-
ly insurers focused on ru-
ral and middle income seg-
ment, to push insurance to
those who need the cover
the most, Shriram Life In-
surance MD and CEO Cas-
parus J.H. Kromhout said.

While the new norms
were good from a custom-
er value perspective, prof-
itability of the insurers got
impacted, especially of
smaller organisations as-
piring to grow fast.

“It restricted the cost-
carrying capacity on pro-
ducts, ability of companies
to reach out to lower seg-
ments with poorer persis-
tency [levels],” he said post
Q3 results of the insurer.

Mitigation measures
Consequent to the chang-
es, which primarily man-
dated relatively higher
payouts to customers opt-
ing to surrender policies
ahead of the maturity, life
insurers had to revise pro-
ducts and this meant a
large number of mitigation
steps to ensure “we come
to the same level or remain
at the same level of profita-
bility post the regulations.”
The new norms could
also come in the way of the
ambitious target of insu-
rance for all by 2047 the
country is pursuing, he
said, pointing out Shriram
Life Insurance has taken

Ifor all' goal

Casparus J.H. Kromhout

measures to mitigate and
continues on growth path.
“However, we needed to
do lot of work to ensure
that mitigations are in
place,” he added.

For the December quar-
ter, the joint venture of
Shriram Group and Afri-
ca’s Sanlam Group report-
ed a 14% decline in Q3 net
profit to ¥43 crore from
X50 crore a year ago. Se-
quentially, net profit was
higher with the company
having posted 323 crore in
the September quarter.

Total premium for Q3
climbed almost 37% to
%1,151 crore. For the Sep-
tember quarter, total pre-
mium was 3952 crore

On impact of special sur-
render value norms on the
net profit, Mr. Kromhout
said it was to some extent.

“But mostly the impact
is from our investment in
building capacity to reach
out to more customers. We
are not focused on contin-
uously growing profits at
the moment,” he said.

Regarding Assets under
management (AUM), he
said the plan is to raise the
AUM from the existing
13,000 crore to 15,000
crore next fiscal.
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New Surrender Value Norms May Impact
‘Insurance for All’ Goal

7§ s Io AGs ‘wad fovw o qag

# yafad T dFa &

India’s life insurance companies have shown
resilience by quickly adapting to the new
surrender value norms set on October 1.

AR @1 Sfiaer o Fafaat a1 sragat Fr @mg
§U AT WY dey Aest & v ash @
IHeJgeld FF Aoqd! fears|

. The change will impact the industry’s ability, especially
insurers focusing on rural and middle-income segments, to
provide insurance to those who need it the most.

Ig giacier AT 3gART A &7HaT F yafad M, AT w9
T grAlor 3 AEIH-3MT 997 W e & arely Hufadt &
ﬁv,ﬁm@ﬁwﬁm@ﬁmmwr@r%ﬁr—gf'
A W H0F TR B

o Shriram Life Insurance MD and CEO Casparus J.H.
Kromhout stated that while the new norms are beneficial for

customers, they have affected insurers’ profitability,
especially smaller companies aiming for rapid growth.

#iram Life Insurance & MD 3R CEO Casparus J.H.
Kromhout & &gl & AT ATIEE IEH & T FrRIgHAT &,
AifheT AT Fufaat it dmervEdr F v #T @ § @E
B Fufaal F AT ot 3 ¥ dgar T €

Challenges Faced by Insurers

T Fafaat F e geifaar

. The norms have restricted cost-carrying capacity on
products and limited companies’ ability to reach lower
segments with poorer persistency levels.

3oT HATICal of 3cUTGT Y AR dgsT I T &THAT 1 AT
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o Due to higher payouts for early policy surrenders, life insurers had to revise
products and implement mitigation steps to maintain profitability post-regulations.

AT ¥ g gifadl EET 0 W AAF serarer & FRor, Shaa 1Ay Sufai o
YA IcUrel H FMAT FTAT 937 3N AT 60 @R F AT F qURCAF FeA
33 3|

e The new norms could affect India’s goal of ‘Insurance for All’ by 2047, as insurers
struggle to maintain growth and financial stability.

AT AWES 2047 a%F 'Ha% fav fAr & 787 F1 vafRad =X gFa &, Fife A
Fufarar gefer i R Ruwar same @ & v Ju9d v @ §)

Company Performance and Financial Impact

FYAT T Y X AT garma

e Shriram Life Insurance has taken mitigation measures and is continuing on a
growth path despite challenges.

#iram Life Insurance & YURTHF FEHA 30T g iR TATIT & Fraole gafer & T
T AT §I;T §

o Forthe December quarter (Q3), Shriram Life Insurance reported a 14% decline in
net profit to ¥43 crore, compared to I50 crore a year ago.

fawaw fA#AT (Q3) #, #firam Life Insurance #T G AT 14% HEHFT T43 F5 &

T, Sidfeh Ueh TTel Ugel Tg 50 RIS 27|

e Sequentially, net profit was higher, as the company posted ¥23 crore in the
September quarter.

FAF T &, gy A JF @1, FfF Foel 7 Raaw e 7 223 03 F71 omr
o fam o

e Total premium for Q3 increased by nearly 37% to ¥1,151 crore, compared to ¥952
crorein the September quarter.

Q3 ¥ fAT Far NATA T 37% TFHF ¥1,151 FA3 B 71T, Saifeh Rdaw faamdr &

Ig T952 Hs T

e Ontheimpact of special surrender value norms, Mr. Kromhout stated that it had
some effect on net profit, but the bigger impact was due to investments in
expanding customer outreach.

ey a{st dog AWEET & worma W, A Kromhout & FgT % $HaT e AW W Fo
I TET, ifehed HEA 37 UG HTUF Il a0 Tgaa & v fhe aw 3 @ gam

e Regarding Assets Under Management (AUM), the company plans to increase AUM
from 13,000 crore to 15,000 crore in the next fiscal year.
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gaeeTeieT Rl (AUM) & desf &, 9+t 3rre R af & AUM #t 13,000 F03
¥ FTT 15,000 FNT FI Y AT a1 W@ B

Drying, rewetting cycles increased soil
CO2 release

@, T @ fem & T
fedt & co2 scuster # Fefer

The amount of carbon dioxide released by microbial
decomposition of soil organic carbon is nearly five times
greater than the amount of anthropogenic carbon dioxide

DI‘ViI]g‘, rewetting CVC]GS emissions

increased soil CO2 release

Tl Sifaw Faa & FeASNal gaRT HTUeT ¥ Scaford et

SEAHTFUTZS T ATAT eensyer qrar e fa+ ¢, et

The amount of carbon dioxide released by u
microbial decomposition of soil organic carbonis ~ HleTASTeTel FTae STEIHTFATSS ScHotel I AT

nearly five times greater than the amount of
anthropogenic carbon dioxide emissions. The e  Microbial decomposition of soil organic carbon releases

amount of carbon dioxide released from soil
increases due to repeated drying and rewetting

five times more carbon dioxide than anthropogenic emissions.

cycles expected to be caused by changes in HaT Sifdeh H1eel & GEAsNGl SNl 3quce & gid a1 3w

precipitation patterns due to global warming.

The carbon dioxide released under dryingand 191 SIS3FAIZS ScHTSIA Bl §, ST Alefasifold Scdoid &

rewetting cycles were 1.3- to 3.7-fold greater than  31feye %’I
under continuous constant moisture conditions.

The amount of carbon dioxide released from soil increases due to repeated drying and
rewetting cycles expected to be caused by changes in precipitation patterns due to
global warming

AT ¥ & dRaw aer & FRT au deot A @ ard aRadet F FRor g@r 3k R @ afer
g & T Igamal F FROT HAT & 3cHToTd HIael SHATFAEZS T A Tod! ¢

e Global warming is expected to cause changes in precipitation patterns, leading to
repeated drying and rewetting cycles.

dfRaF amer & HRoTawT deat A aRade g Hr Fae &, oed gur 3R Y 9
afell 81 & ThIF Seeltd giat |

The carbon dioxide released under drying and rewetting cycles were 1.3- to 3.7-fold
greater than under continuous constant moisture conditions

@ A R @ e @ F TP sgemal F SN scafoia Fee sgstEaTEs fr A
ey el aRfPufoat & gFme 1.3 @ 3.7 7o sifos oY
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Carbon dioxide release in drying and rewetting cycles was 1.3 to 3.7 times higher than
in constant moisture conditions.
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Heart failure patients in India
die 10 years earlier: study

Compared with high-income countries, rheumatic heart disease and congenital heart disease cause higher mortality rates

[GS Paper IlI: S&T

R. Prasad

ata from India’s
first nationally
representative
heart failure re-
gistry with prospective fol-
low-up data has found that
heart failure patients in In-
dia are almost 10 years
younger than their coun-
terparts living in high-in-
come countries. One in
four heart failure patients
in India die within one year
of follow-up, with a wide
variation in the one-year
mortality rate based on the
disease that causes heart
failure. Heart failure is said
to occur when the heart
muscle fails to pump
enough blood to meet the
demands of the body.

A study which looked at
the one-year mortality rate
of patients with heart fai-
lure enrolled consecutive
patients admitted with the
diagnosis of acute decom-
pensated heart failure
from January-December
2019. In total, 10,850 parti-
cipants were enrolled in
the National Heart Failure
Registry (NHFR), which is a
multicentric, hospital-
based registry of heart fai-
lure patients from 53 cen-
ters across 24 States and
two Union Territories in In-
dia. The registry has nine
nodal centers with five par-
ticipating centres under
each of them. The Thiruva-
nanthapuram-based Sree
Chitra Tirunal Institute for
Medical Sciences and
Technology (SCTIMST) is
the national coordinating
centre for the national re-
gistry. “The baseline de-
mographic and clinical
characteristics, etiology,
and one-year survival of
heart failure patients may
help to influence policies
to reduce heart failure-re-

in heart failure patients than ischemic heart disease

25% of heart failure patients die in a year

There is a wide variation in the mortality rate at one year based on the disease that causes

heart failure

= Heart failure is said to occur
when the heart muscle fails to
pump enough blood to meet
the demands of the body

= 10,845 participants with
heart failure enrolled from 53
centers across 24 States and
two Union Territories in India
had disease etiology identified

= Mean age of heart failure
patients ranged widely — 29.2
to 61.9 years for peripartum
cardiomyopathy and ischemic
heart disease, respectively

= Ischemic heart disease

was the predominant

cause of heart failure (7,800
patients, 71.9%) followed

by dilated cardiomycpathy
(1,877 patients, 17.3%) and
rheumatic heart disease (586
patients, 5.4%)

= Mortality rate
at one year
was 21.1%

for patients
with ischemic

higher in
patients with
heart disease disease and
compared
with 23.7% for
dilated cardio-
myopathy

with ischemic
heart disease

= Mortality rates
were substantially
rheumatic heart

congenital heart
disease compared

Mortality
factors:

The study
looked at
the mortality
rate of
patients with
heart failure
atone year

= Lack of awareness
about acute rheu-
matic fever, poor
compliance with
penicillin prophy-
laxis, and late pre-
sentation contribute
to high prevalence
of rheumatic heart
disease

lated burden and mortality
in India,” the NHFR regis-
try website says.

The study, which
was published in January
2025, looked at one-year
mortality among 10,845
patients with heart failure.
At 7,800, ischemic heart
disease was the predomi-
nant cause of heart failure
(71.9%). Dilated cardio-
myopathy was the second
major cause of heart fai-
lure among 1,877 patients
(17.3%), and rheumatic
heart disease in 586 pa-
tients (5.4%) was the third
leading cause of heart fai-
lure. Despite the predomi-
nance of ischemic heart
disease, at 21.1%, the mor-
tality rate at one year was
relatively less dilated car-
diomyopathy (23.7%). The
other causes of heart fai-
lure were non-rheumatic
valvular heart disease
(1.9%), hypertrophic car-
diomyopathy (0.9%), con-
genital heart disease

(0.7%), peripartum cardio-
myopathy (0.5%), restric-
tive cardiomyopathy
(0.4%), and infective endo-
carditis (0.1%).

“Mortality rate of over
20% in one year is consi-
dered very high. Such high
mortality rates are not
seen in most common can-
cers such as breast cancer,”
says Dr. Jeemon Panniyam-
makal, Additional Profes-
sor of Epidemiology at
SCTIMST and the corres-
ponding author of the pap-
er. “Good and timely acute
disease management of is-
chemic heart disease is
one reason for longer sur-
vival of such patients. Not
following medications and
poor lifestyle are reasons
for higher mortality in
these patients.”

A 2022 study found that
the 90-day mortality was
14.2%, with ischaemic
heart disease being the
primary disease cause
(72%) followed by dilated

cardiomyopathy (18%)
. Though ischemic heart
disease patients accounted
for most deaths even at
one year — 1,649 — among
heart failure patients in the
January 2025 study, the
mortality rate was only
211%. In  comparison,
there were 444 deaths in
one year among dilated
cardiomyopathy, but the
mortality rate was higher
at 23.7%. In the case
of rheumatic heart disease,
though there were only 161
deaths in one year, the
mortality rate was far high-
er at 27.5%. The mortality
rate was high in infective
endocarditis (50.0%), con-
genital  heart  disease
(34.6%), and restrictive
cardiomyopathy (36.8%)
compared with other caus-
es of heart failure.

In contrast to the re-
ports from heart failure re-
gistries in high-income re-
gions, the National Heart
Failure Registry of India

showed substantially high-
er mortality rates in heart
failure patients with rheu-
matic heart disease, con-
genital heart disease, and
infective endocarditis com-
pared with ischemic heart
disease. Compared with is-
chemic heart disease, mor-
tality was two to five times
higher in patients with
rheumatic heart disease,
congenital heart disease,
and infective endocarditis.

“The high mortality as-
sociated with rheumatic
heart disease and congeni-
tal heart disease in the
NHFR cohort has impor-
tant implications, especial-
ly in the low- and middle-
income countries (LMIC)
context,” they write. “Lack
of awareness about acute
rheumatic fever, poor com-
pliance with penicillin pro-
phylaxis, and late presen-
tation contribute to the
high prevalence of rheu-
matic heart disease in
LMICs.”

“Patients with rheumat-
ic heart disease require
timely surgical correc-
tions. Since the valves get
affected by the disease, not
replacing the valves on
time will lead to heart fai-
lure and worsening of the
disease,” says
Dr. Panniyammakal.

According to the auth-
ors, in the case of people
with congenital heart dis-
ease, not treating the dis-
ease early is a risk factor
for the development of ir-
reversible pulmonary hy-

pertension, and subse-
quent ventricular
dysfunction leading to

heart failure. “Appropriate
management of congenital
heart disease early in life
prevents pulmonary hy-
pertension development
and progression to heart
failure,” they write.
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Heart failure patients in India die 10 years earlier: study

R A g bferaw & AN 10 AT 9gel AT AT &: 7eqq

Compared with high-income countries, rheumatic heart disease and congenital
heart disease cause higher mortality rates in heart failure patients than ischemic
heart disease

3T AT e A T et H, JAarch geT W AR FeHASAT e T F5F RAperar
¥ At F seHfe g T A o F 39 o o FT FROT FoId ¢

Data from India’s first nationally representative heart failure registry with prospective
follow-up data

HRT & Tgol AT T & yfafafr gga Reaar ™ @ grea 3er

e Heart failure patients in India are almost 10 years younger than their counterparts in
high-income countries.

HRA H g Tawelar & N oemser 10 I oA A o §ld o, 3eTehl olell 3TU-31T
arel &2 & AT & $ir sre an

One in four heart failure patients in India die within one year of follow-up

AR & ged Read & A & ¥ o Gt o af & hew qeg ;N wed @

e Thereis awide variation in the one-year mortality rate based on the disease causing
heart failure.

el fatherdl & HROT gldl arell AN & IMUR W Teh 9§ # 7 &I & AH
Beetar s S gl

Heart failure occurs when the heart muscle fails to pump enough blood to meet the
demands of the body

ted Awadr aq gl § o9 ggF &1 AMIRAT R & raRIFant # U w= F [
9ITed T 99 F # Aber @l §

A study looked at the one-year mortality rate of patients with heart failure enrolled from
January-December 2019

TF HEAIAT A SAad-RHaw 2019 # o7clf gor Reaar F I RN rF a¥ A FF I W
T Hfga Far

e 10,850 participants were enrolled in the National Heart Failure Registry (NHFR), a
multicentric, hospital-based registry from 53 centers across 24 states and two Union
Territories in India.

10,850 wfarsnfrat & tsdr gga fawerar € (NHFR) H GSfieor &am =, it
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Wa;mmamaéﬁ%maﬁaﬁﬁﬁm%éﬁaﬁwagﬁm,m-
3menRa ST &1

o The registry has nine nodal centers with five participating centers under each.
{oE A at s Fg &, Ses dgd v@s & g deier &g E

e Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute for Medical Sciences and Technology (SCTIMST) in
Thiruvananthapuram is the national coordinating center for the registry.

Rrsasaqs fFud @ Rar fAvee s¥dege o) Aftea aEds U3 =l
(SCTIMST) IS & T TS FHeaT g ¢

The study was published in January 2025
AT AT 2025 A TG §IHT AT

e Ischemic heart disease was the predominant cause of heart failure in 7,800 patients
(71.9%).
FEHIAT FGT W g fABeldl T Y@ HNOT AT 7,800 AFAT (71.9%) H

o Dilated cardiomyopathy was the second major cause in 1,877 patients (17.3%), and
rheumatic heart disease was the third leading cause in 586 patients (5.4%).

faraia FffaArtdt geg fawedr &1 q@r 9iq@ SRoT 411,877 AT (17.3%) &,
IR TARF F&F Wr AT GG FROT A1 586 AT (5.4%) H]|

e Ischemic heart disease had a one-year mortality rate of 21.1%, while dilated
cardiomyopathy had a higher mortality rate of 23.7%.

FEHAT FGT W H U a¥ H Hog T 21.1% A, s Reaa st 4
g eX 23.7% AT

The mortality rate was higher in diseases like infective endocarditis, congenital heart
disease, and restrictive cardiomyopathy

&< fas ot

o Mortality rates were particularly high for infective endocarditis (50%), congenital heart
disease (34.6%), and restrictive cardiomyopathy (36.8%).

THHAS THHEBREA (50%), A«AATd g&d W (34.6%), 3R dfaatrcas ALl
(36.8%) # Hcg X a9y &7 @ 3ifow A

Mortality was higher in rheumatic heart disease, congenital heart disease, and infective
endocarditis compared to ischemic heart disease

TARtE TaT T, SIedena ged AT, AR FFHE EEEEhy § g [ 7T AF g T F
qAhEd AT A
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e Mortality in rheumatic heart disease, congenital heart disease, and infective
endocarditis was two to five times higher than in ischemic heart disease.

wEATEH T AT, SerSd e AT, AR FhiAsh TSihisisied H g &l SEhiAs
g T A & 9w = e o)

The high mortality in rheumatic heart disease and congenital heart disease has important
implications for LMICs

AT 7eT T 3R STerea TeT o1 F 3T o & F LMICs (FF HR 7eqar 3mg arer
aelf) & v Ageaqot wra &

e Lack of awareness, poor compliance with penicillin prophylaxis, and late
presentation contribute to the high prevalence of rheumatic heart disease in LMICs.

rayror Hir FA), AfAfdfaT AfFAfFaE w1 @ue arereT, IR F yEALMICS A
FART ST QT A 3=T TIoT H A9ET a2l

Timely surgical corrections are required for patients with rheumatic heart disease

AT Te o T WA F R wHw | e Rfvea gur i sravawar @

o Valves affected by the disease should be replaced on time to prevent worsening heart
failure.

AR g@rT wefad aTeeq I FAY W Seolr AT, dlfeh ged fahelar & faarga &
T ST Hh |

Congenital heart disease untreated early can lead to irreversible pulmonary hypertension
and heart failure

AT T VT I AT @ Solier o fFAT A0 aF g 3INTdT $Hsl fY 3= T
3R T FAPaar &1 FROT g FHAT &

o Early management of congenital heart disease helps prevent pulmonary hypertension
and heart failure.

AT g U &1 ofier gaeeT Bhsl & 3T WIAT 3T g APerar & bt
Heg T gl
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How do bacteria resist antibiotics?

|GS Paper Ill: S&T

]

SPEAKING OF
SCIENCE
D. Balasubramanian

The extensive use of anti-
biotics in health care has
resulted in a rise in patho-
genic bacteria and other
microorganisms that are
resistant to antibiotics. In
the year 2021, about 1.2
million deaths worldwide
were attributed to antimi-
crobial resistance to exist-
ing antibiotics. Surveys in
Indian hospitals show that
infections with drug-resis-
tant bacteria have a 13%
mortality rate. Therefore,
the search for new anti-
biotics is a high-priority
area of research.
Antibiotics literally
means against life. But an-
tibiotics are specifically
used for killing bacteria
and other microorganisms
or for inhibiting their

growth, without harming

human cells.

Unique cell walls

A distinguishing feature of
bacterial cells is the pre-
sence of a cell wall that
forms a sheath over the cell
membrane. Our cells do
not have cell walls. Bacte-
rial cell walls are primarily
made of a unique sub-
stance called peptidogly-
can, which is a mesh-like
structure mostly made of
two components.

Glycans are long chains
of alternating sugar mole-
cules called NAG (N-acetyl-
glucosamine) and NAM (N-
acetylmuramic acid). The
NAM-NAG unit, linked into
long chains, is unique to
bacteria. This uniqueness
makes it an important tar-
get for antibiotic develop-
ment. Our immune system
too looks for this signature
to attack invading bacteria.

The ‘peptido’ portion of
peptidoglycans are pep-
tides (short amino acid

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Alarming: In 2021, about 1.2 million deaths worldwide were due to
antimicrobial resistance. GETTY IMAGES

chains) that link NAM su-
gars on adjacent glycan
strands. The crosslinks
form a strong, intercon-
nected mesh. The first anti-
biotic to be discovered,
penicillin, works by inter-
fering with this crosslink-
ing step. The result is a
weakened cell wall that
can no longer securely
hold the cytoplasm, and
the bacterial cell bursts
open and dies.

How did bacteria evolve

resistance to penicillin?
They came up with new
enzymes, (e.g., penicilli-
nase) which chop up peni-
cillin molecules. Or, they
evade antibiotic action by
modifying the targets of
penicillin.

Bacterial infection re-
quires rapid division of
bacterial cells, for which
cell wall synthesis is need-
ed. To understand bacte-
rial cell division, let us use
the children’s game LEGO

How do bacteria resist antibiotics?

SFORAT theafes garat F1 gfadr Fa Fa 82

The extensive use of antibiotics in health care

TR ¢@ATT A TATReH &1 sA9& 39T

as a simplified analogy. Pic-
ture a square cell that is six
inches on each side, with
walls made of LEGO tiles.
To make this cell divide,
you would add tiles to two
opposite sides until it be-
comes a rectangle that is
twelve inches by six in-
ches. Then you would ex-
tend the walls along the
middle, creating two six-
inch square daughter cells.

Real bacterial cells must
synthesise their own wall
material. And just as some
links in a LEGO wall must
be uncoupled to enable the
addition of fresh tiles, bac-
teria selectively break and
reform bonds within the
existing wall to allow for
growth and division. Be-
fore new cell wall compo-
nents can be added, mo-
lecular scissors are used:
enzymes called endopepti-
dases uncouple the pep-
tide crosslinks, and lytic
transglycosylases  (LTs)
cleave the backbone sugar
chains. Both of these have

to work in harmony, and
the bacterial machinery
that regulates this process
is very complex - new
components continue to
be discovered.

The group of Dr. Manju-
la Reddy at the Centre for
Cellular and Molecular
Biology, Hyderabad, works
on mechanisms that ena-
ble bacteria to precisely
control cell division. In a
study published last year
in PLOS Genetics, they
have shown that bacteria
are clever and can make up
for the loss of the crosslink-
cutting scissors by making
an excess of the chain-cut-
ting LT scissors. New find-
ings in this field facilitate a
better understanding of
how bacteria survive
against all odds. Such in-
sights will pave the way for
new strategies to fight bac-
terial infections.

(The article was written
in collaboration with Sushil
Chandani, who works in
molecular modelling)

e The extensive use of antibiotics has resulted in a rise in pathogenic bacteria and other
microorganisms that are resistant to antibiotics.

Caariifees T At 3uer defae 3R i 3w gawehar # gefer &t
SRUT &1 & S Tariifeen & yid gfaet gy are

e Inthe year 2021, about 1.2 million deaths worldwide were attributed to antimicrobial
resistance.

2021 #, gierar s # oremrer 1.2 fafoer #td wdmmsmfaae gfadir & sror g’é‘l
e Surveys in Indian hospitals show that infections with drug-resistant bacteria have a
13% mortality rate.

AT 3 ETdrelt # v arw gderon & uar gen § fF gar-gfaeft dF ORI & e
arell HehavT 7 13% g & B
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e Therefore, the search for new antibiotics is a high-priority area of research.

OTeIT, U TN i @iol 3T TAIAFAr aret MY &7 & &9 H gl

What antibiotics are and how they work

et FM E IR I T s FT &

o Antibiotics literally mean against life, but they are specifically used to kill bacteria and
other microorganisms or to inhibit their growth without harming human cells.

Tderifes &1 efegs 37 § Sad & e, dfera se¢ @AY &7 & SR 3ik
g ANl P AR AT 3Tt Jef&r &l Ashad & T 3T fohar Sirerm @, e
Wﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ@ﬁ@l

Unigue cell walls in bacteria

FFARET # (e FTT A

o A distinguishing feature of bacterial cells is the presence of a cell wall that forms a
sheath over the cell membrane.

dFERAT HITAAIHT T Tk [GAYAT § T 377 P JaR giedl § S HIfepr ool

% FIR THh TER0T FoATar gl
e Our cells do not have cell walls.
AN FITADIIT H HIfAPT AN sTar gial g
o Bacterial cell walls are made of a unique substance called peptidoglycan, a mesh-like

structure made of two components: NAG (N-acetylglucosamine) and NAM (N-
acetylmuramic acid).

SFARET HT FIASA GIaR T AGfadT gerd dufesvagsa & = gl &, 3 T
STl SIET EXaelr gl &, oraet a1 g 8l & NAG (N-vReseare@amTge) 3R
NAM (N-tfeeargufas i)

e The NAM-NAG unit linked into long chains is unique to bacteria, making it an important
target for antibiotic development.

NAM-NAG Ife St @falt @ensit 7 31 gl 8, ddfar & faw fagw ¢, 5 s&
taaraifes e & faU v Agcaqol @ag Ferdr g

e Our immune system also looks for this signature to attack invading bacteria.

gART ufareT a7 off su faftrsedr & ugaradr § aIf$ g 3mraEueRT SRR W)
EHCT HT Toh|

The role of peptidoglycan in bacterial cell wall synthesis

SFARET A PR A weayor F daiesvarsde A i

e The ‘peptido’ portion of peptidoglycans consists of peptides (short amino acid chains)
that link NAM sugars on adjacent glycan strands.
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qufeslTagehe & ‘qufesy R & doergsy (g 3l URls 4@e?) gid § i NAM
I P G & IollSohed T¢5d T SAISd &l

e The crosslinks form a strong, interconnected mesh.
FE FrAfolh T Holqd, 98 F 3 §U el &1 fAaAor a2t gl

e The first antibiotic, penicillin, works by interfering with the crosslinking step,
weakening the bacterial cell wall and causing it to burst.

gl TéIaraesh, AfafaforeT, srafafeer TRor 7 geaeld ol SFEIRTST HIRAHT SaR
FN FHAAR FAT § 3T 3/ Bl FHT FROT geIdT o

How bacteria evolved resistance to penicillin

YR a ofafafes & ufa afay &9 Rsfa fer

o Bacteria evolved by developing new enzymes, like penicillinase, which chop up
penicillin molecules.

SFORT & afaffeew S8 Fv dorsA Refda fFu, S aRfafas Rt @ #ed g
e They also evade antibiotic action by modifying the targets of penicillin.

q ofafafas & el = ¥ & erafes forarael & s9d 8l

Bacterial cell division and wall synthesis analogy

AFARTT A FRFT Asaa 3 HarR Geewor F1 3I9AT

o Bacterial infection requires rapid division of bacterial cells, which requires cell wall
synthesis.

SFETRT IHAUT & AT dEIRAT FIfAFRT F1 aRa Qs 3maTs g, 5ae Pw
FIAST G FRANT HT TITHdT gl 2

e To understand bacterial cell division, think of a square cell with walls made of LEGO
tiles.

SFERAT T FIFAHT AHSA T THSTAT & [T, T FIT HIASRT AT HoTaAT HY, TAT@ehr
&la LEGO er8eq ¥ =i gy &1

e Todivide, new tiles are added, extending the walls, then dividing the cell into two
daughter cells.

I & T AT e AT ST &, a7 & [FEAR Far Jrar g, T AR 1 ar
g R H fasiord Y fe=r e B

¢ Real bacterial cells synthesize their own wall material and break and reform bonds
within the existing wall to allow growth and division.

arEdideh SFRAT HIRAHIT 3HGeA AR WA FT TATOT FcA & 3R gefer 3R
fFeamatet & faw Alser dar & Just disdr 3R R & Farer g

Molecular scissors used in bacterial cell wall division

SFAREr A PR far Reree & ggaa smorfas FH
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Endopeptidases are enzymes that uncouple peptide crosslinks, while lytic
transglycosylases (LTs) cleave the backbone sugar chains.

TNTCESS USSA § il UTCISs Shidicleh I 3eldl I g, STdieh AIgied
THTASHIAAT (LTs) Jhalel AT WA T Fred Bl

These enzymes work together to facilitate bacterial growth and division.

¥ TolrsH JFANAT Fr gefr R [Fewrser # wEraar e & AU v Ay FH
gl

Research at the Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology

e 3 amuifdw Shafaae &5 & o

Dr. Manjula Reddy’s group at the Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology in
Hyderabad works on mechanisms that enable bacteria to control cell division.

texraTe fEud Aeer i amurfds Shafdeer &g 3 8T, Avgpan 33 &1 wog Sednar
A FAFT AT FAIT W F FGeTH Il et IF T HH HT gl

They showed that bacteria can make up for the loss of crosslink-cutting scissors by
making excess chain-cutting LT scissors.

3giel femm i SR wrafd® Feet ardt Ffd e HT RIS S@eT Fee arelt

LT &h=ft 71 318 3cdcsT - X Tod &l
These findings help us better understand how bacteria survive against antibiotics, paving
the way for new strategies to fight infections.

Y vy gH Ig GFHS H Ace A ¢ & SFRr tderes & @ $9 g
Ed §, 3R gHavT § a5 & v as JorEfaat 1 A6t geed &9 B
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Question Corner

How are salamanders arboreal environment. The
able to take off and stick researchers uncovered
their landing with ease? that wandering

[GS Paper Ill: S&T |  salamanders can finely
Wandering salamanders control and regulate blood
are known for gliding high  flow to each side of their
through the canopies of toe tips. This allows them
coastal redwood forests, to adjust pressure

but how the small
amphibians stick their
landing and take off with
ease remains something of
a mystery. As per a new
study, the answer may
have much to do with the
blood-powered toes of
wandering salamanders.
Researchers discovered
that wandering
salamanders can rapidly
fill, trap, and drain the
blood in their toe tips to
optimise attachment,
detachment, and general
locomotion through their

asymmetrically, improving
grip on irregular surfaces
like tree bark. Surprisingly,
the blood rushing in before
“toe off” appears to help
salamanders detach rather
than attach. By slightly
inflating the toe tip, the
salamanders reduce the
surface area in contact
with the surface they are
on, minimising the energy
required to let go.
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Readers may send their questions /
answers to
questioncorner@thehindu.co.in

Blood-powered toes

Fa-aifaa 4 i 3arfar

Wandering Salamanders

A g qeisd

eWandering salamanders are known for gliding through the
canopies of coastal redwood forests, but how they stick their
landing and take off remains a mystery.

AR dTe HATASH &l dTe aF31 & Sarall & Saradi A doll
35 & [T ST Jrar g, dfereT 3 319er of$er 9 gersa € 3R
mm%‘,u@mwwwmgm‘él

eAccording to a new study, the answer may lie in the blood-
powered toes of wandering salamanders.

Teh AU AT & IHoJHR, FHAI 3o Wa-wdTferd HqS H 81
FHT & ST g dlel HelHAsH & 918 i 2l

How wandering salamanders use their toes

A qTl WATASH 379 3BT FT FH 3TAT FQ &

eResearchers discovered that wandering salamanders can rapidly

fill, trap, and drain the blood in their toe tips to optimize attachment, detachment,

and locomotion.

MR o U & gHe arel FAHEE 39a 39S & fovH A @ o, v 3R
forprerst 7 wet\ gia € difer d Spga, feTea, ik aifar &6 3regspfora X @

The researchers uncovered that wandering salamanders can finely control and
regulate blood flow to each side of their toe tips.

M3 o a5 off Gorrar forar 6 gFa) arel FelAsy 30e 39S & ey & 9qh
usT # (@ yaIe F a0 ¥ afa ik Rfeafae w5 §

This allows them to adjust pressure asymmetrically, improving their grip on irregular
surfaces like tree bark.

IF 3¢ O F QA T ¥ AR FS H AT & & Owd awed A o
ST 3T AT HAGl T 3eTehl FTe Sga BIcT ol

Role of blood in detachment

faret & w@a A sfAw

Surprisingly, the blood rushing in before "toe off" appears to help salamanders detach
rather than attach.
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IMRTISTAR T H, "IHST FEW" H Tgel QST §37 I HAHSH Al folprerst 7 e
AT &, T Sisa A

o By slightly inflating the toe tip, the salamanders reduce the surface area in contact with
the surface they are on, minimising the energy required to let go.

39S & U T odh ¥ Polloh, eAsH 3H Hclg & TTY TIH A T dTel Helg &1
N HA A 4d &, [FHY S F AT HEeTS Fol HA g A g
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Is private
investment
expected to rise?

Will the tax incentives and other
measures announced in the Budget
help spur consumer demand?

|GS Paper Ili: Investment |
Prashanth Perumal

The story so far:

ith the government providing a tax
W stimulus through income tax breaks

to boost consumer spending and the
RBI cutting interest rates for the first time in
nearly five years, Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Saturday said she was quite
optimistic of the tide turning on private
investments in the months to come. Addressing
the media, she said, “anecdotal evidence
suggests a pick-up in investment activity.” Ms.
Sitharaman said that she had heard from
different sources that orders for Fast Moving
Consumer Goods (FMCG) for the period April to
June were already getting booked, and that
“industry is clearly seeing the signs of a possible
recovery of consumption.”

Why was there a concern?
Private investment in India, which has been on a
downward trajectory for more than a decade,
showed further signs of weakening in the latest
quarter. Private investment plans dropped by
1.4% in the December 2024-2025 quarter even
though investments overall increased by 9.9%
due to a significant rise in public investments by
the Centre and State governments, which grew
by 11.8% and 34.6%, respectively.

Private investment matters because it helps
build physical, human, and other forms of

capital that

Many analysts point at yltimately help
the drop in the pace  increase the amount
of economic reforms  of goods and

as discouraging services produced in
an economy. It

pn:;l'te. Il?‘ estors from should also be noted
undertaking that private
capital-intensive investment is
investment projects generally considered

to be more efficient
than public investment, which is undertaken by
the government. This is because private
investors are subject to the discipline of profits
and losses in the marketplace, which ensures
that capital is allocated towards the most urgent
needs of consumers. Public investments are not
subject to the same degree of market discipline.
But notably, public investment is viewed as a
major reason behind the high growth numbers
reported by India in recent years.
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What determines private investment?

It is generally believed that money deposited as
savings in banks by ordinary citizens is loaned
out to fund large-scale investments. But in
reality, private investment depends not on
savings levels in the economy but on the pace at
which loans are created by the banking system.
This is because banks can create loans
electronically through simple accounting entries
that deposit money in borrowers’ accounts even
without savings to back these loans. So, there is
a strong positive relationship between bank
credit growth and the level of private
investment, with heathy bank credit growth
driving private sector investment higher. In fact,
bank credit growth averaged about 22% between
2005 and 2014 when economic growth was
high, before dropping precipitously to just
around 9% between 2014 and 2021 when the
economy began to slow down.

Why has private investmment been sluggish?
Many economists have blamed the lack of
sufficient consumer demand for the lack of
strong private investment in the country. They
argue that unless the government does
something to increase the amount of money that
consumers have in their hands to spend,
investors would be unwilling to take the risk of
investing in business projects. Given this
backdrop, making incomes up to ¥12 lakh
tax-free is seen as an attempt to put more money
in the hands of individuals to boost consumer
spending and spur private investment. However,
over the decades, there has been an inverse or
negative relationship between private
investment and consumer spending.

Private final consumption expenditure stood
at a high of 90% of GDP way back in 1950-51,
from where it dropped gradually over the
decades to hit a low of 54.7% of GDP in 2010-11.
At the same time, private investment as a
percentage of GDP rose from around 10% in the
decades between independence and economic
liberalisation to around 27% in 2007-08.
Interestingly, from around the time when
private investment hit a peak in 201112, private
consumer spending has actually risen, not
fallen. In other words, over the last decade or
so, consumer spending has actually risen at the
same time that private investment has dropped
from its peak. This suggests that the negative
relationship between private investment and
consumer spending could simply be due to the
fact that the money in an economy that is not
invested is spent on consumption, and
vice-versa. Given this, policy uncertainty and
unfriendly government policies are cited as the
major reasons behind the slowdown in private
investment. Many analysts have pointed to the
drop in the pace of economic reforms as
discouraging private investors from undertaking
long-term capital-intensive investment projects.
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Is private investment expected to rise?

F1 et fAder g & 37T §2

Will the tax incentives and other measures announced in the Budget help spur
consumer demand?

FT goic # 9T & NcaEa 3R 37T 3UT IYNFAT AT ' o H TEAF
ghr?

Government's Stimulus and RBI's Interest Rate Cut

WHR A dicaga Ao AR IRAE A sar g7 &7 weldr

e The government is providing a tax stimulus through income tax breaks to boost
consumer spending, and the RBI has cut interest rates for the first time in nearly five
years.

THN AIFT T o ATLIA U IYHFAT E 6l TG & o0 F WIcHTgd Jared X &
g, 3T ARAHTE 7 9T UTT aNT FH Ugoll IR ST &30 7 Feldr & gl

e Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman is optimistic about a potential increase in private
investments in the upcoming months.

e @ fovetar damwor s #gEr A fosl @ # danfad gefer @ de Jmemardr
gl

e She mentioned that anecdotal evidence suggests a pick-up in investment activity.
3egiel et o fder arfafafer & gefr & 31l doha Bem & fov o Ferfaar g

e Orders for Fast Moving Consumer Goods (FMCG) for the period April to June are
already getting booked.

BRE HAT FogAT W (THUAHSN) & U adte & ST SRl & 31meer ugel & &
% 8 W@ ¢l

e Industry is seeing signs of a possible recovery of consumption.

e IUHIFATAE & eA: IHWA & Tohel 4 T@T &

~

Why Was There a Concern?
Rrar =4t ofi?

o Private investment in India has been on a downward trajectory for more than a
decade.

AT H ol 9 Uod Ta g ¥ fRmae fFr 311 2|

e Inthe December 2024-2025 quarter, private investment plans dropped by 1.4%, while
overall investments increased by 9.9%.
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faeit 7 9.9% Hr e g3l
Public investments by the Centre and State governments grew by 11.8% and 34.6%,
respectively.

F% IR ToT THERI ZanT FrdsifAsh fAdel & waer: 11.8% 3R 34.6% Fr Fef g8l

Importance of Private Investment

st fAder &1 Aga

Private investment is crucial because it helps build physical, human, and other forms
of capital, ultimately increasing the production of goods and services in an economy.

fosh foaer srcafs Fgcaqet € wife uE sifas, A 3R 3w v R & Gt
fAHTOT e & AGe AT §, S AT Toh riegaedr H awg3t R Fan3it & Icures

T JeIdT gl

Private investment is generally considered more efficient than public investment, which
is undertaken by the government.

TSl f¥aer T ITHAR 9T FIHRY forder i1 Joran 7 3R Fere A Sl

Private investors are subject to the discipline of profits and losses, ensuring capital is
allocated toward the most urgent consumer needs.

forsht fderss emer 3R a1fr & sgemrest & el gid €, o ad 78 giafea gar ¢ &
Gofl SUHIFAT3T I T SR SEcdl AT feem & smafed & sw|

Public investments are not subject to the same degree of market discipline.

IRIRSE TERT at & 3 TR SegemaeT 7t g ¥

However, public investment is viewed as a major reason behind India’s high growth
numbers in recent years.

o off, Arderfeieh fo¥der 1 grel & asi & R $r 3Td i &T HT U JHG HROT
AT STl

What Determines Private Investment?

frsht forder #t a1 PR e 2

Private investment is not determined by the savings levels in the economy, but by the
pace at which loans are created by the banking system.

fosh fder srdeaaear & T9d ¥R aRT e, dfcsh 41 qART HOr A= T AfY @R
fAuRa grar &

Banks can create loans electronically through accounting entries, without the need for
savings to back these loans.

dF HOT FaFelad T ¥ @AT JfafSedt & Aregdm & 91 THhd &, f9ar 57 7ol &
T saa T 3aTRAT F
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There is a strong positive relationship between bank credit growth and private
investment, with healthy bank credit growth driving private sector investment
higher.

d% ¥ gy ik Beh Fawr & &IT AT AFRICAS TG g §, 56T T I
*#f3e gefr fash & g # serd 3

Bank credit growth averaged about 22% between 2005 and 2014, when economic
growth was high, but dropped to just around 9% between 2014 and 2021 as the
economy slowed down.

dF *Hfee qgf 2005 @ 2014 & = warerer 22% 3Mad &, o9 3+ e 3=
Afhet 2014 & 2021 & &g T8 TTRE Fad 9% & T & 35, I« Tcuaear T g

TS|

Why Has Private Investment Been Sluggish?

fash faaer gea #t @ 82

Economists have blamed the lack of sufficient consumer demand for the weak private
investment in the country.

MIATETAT F 2 H qATed 3YMFAT ANT T FAY H FAGR Ao A T HROT

AT &
They argue that unless the government increases consumer spending, investors will
be unwilling to take risks on business projects.

9 IE % A ¢ 6 I TRR 3T @ 9o & fIU Fo g B, o fHAaeren
AN RIS W SIEH o & v ifeegs gl

Making incomes up to ¥12 lakh tax-free is seen as an attempt to put more money in the
hands of individuals to boost consumer spending and spur private investment.

12 AT@ % T I FT FIAFA Tl STNFAT @ ol IR AT fAder i serar
& & fore safeadt & grat 7 3ifte 94T see @1 U ST AT ST B

Over decades, there has been an inverse relationship between private investment
and consumer spending.

2R O, fsll e 3 3usadr @9 & 9 U Qudla @eer 3@T ¢

Private final consumption expenditure stood at a high of 90% of GDP in 1950-51,
dropping gradually over decades to 54.7% of GDP in 2010-11.

st 3fasr Igeier @< 1950-51 & A &1 90% 4T, 57 2t & efR-¢fY gy 2010-
11 & AR &1 54.7% g IT=AT

At the same time, private investment as a percentage of GDP rose from around 10%
between independence and economic liberalisation to about 27% in 2007-08.

Y THEY, S & gfderd & & & @6 @9 Fadaar 3R e sefieor s &

T 10% T FgahT 2007-08 H FAMHIT 27% &I IrAT|

Interestingly, from the time private investment peaked in 2011-12, private consumer
spending has actually risen, not fallen.
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e o1 g & & fash fder 2011-12 & o W ggwa & ag, fasht susieran @

aEdd H 9T &, ger gl
e Over the last decade, consumer spending has increased while private investment has
dropped from its peak.

e g #, 3usedr @ & g0 e & Safh e fHaer v e § ger &l

e This suggests that the negative relationship between private investment and consumer
spending could be due to the fact that money not invested is spent on consumption,
and vice-versa.

qg g Tohd a1 & o s g 3R 39eherar @9 & &g AoRIcA® F6e g 50
J2g & HROT g TohdT ¢ foh ST da7 Aaer 77 far I §, 98 3usier )X @ fohar
ST 8, 3R s fawdia|

e Policy uncertainty and unfriendly government policies are seen as major reasons
behind the slowdown in private investment.

Afa i sfafReadar ik el Afaat @ a1 @sh fT & 78 F 9@ FROT
& ¥ H @I AT gl

e Thedrop in the pace of economic reforms has discouraged private investors from
undertaking long-term capital-intensive investment projects.

Page67

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in -



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

© TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

e

atriotic (-

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Pathshala
www.patrioticias.in

Electric elephant
breaks cover

The Kombara temple in Thrissur of Kerala has refrained from using live elephants in its
rituals since 2015, citing exorbitant costs and suffering endured by captive elephants

[GS Paper Iii: Environment |

he ancient Kombara Sreekrishna
Swami Temple, located near
Irinjalakuda in Thrissur district,

recently witnessed a rare sight. While
the temple was adorned with festive floral
decorations and hosted a vibrant Panchari melam
(traditional orchestra) with numerous artists, the
star attraction, Kombara Kannan, was not a living
elephant but a mechanical marvel.

Since 2015, the temple has refrained from
using live elephants in its rituals and festivals due
to the exorbitant costs and the suffering endured
by captive elephants, which are chained and
often made to take part in long and tiring
processions. Ravi Namboothiri, the temple
president, says, “In honour of our decision to
never hire or own a live elephant for our temple
rituals and festivals, we are absolutely thrilled to
accept a mechanical elephant. All of God’s
creations deserve love and respect.”

Standing about three metres tall and weighing
800 kg, Kombara Kannan was gifted to the
temple by the People for the Ethical Treatment of
Animals (PETA) and sitarist Anoushka Shankar.

The mechanical elephant was crafted by
Prashanth Puthuvelil, an innovator from
Chalakudy, and his three partners. Their journey
began in 2018 when they built mechanical

elephants for expatriate Malayalis ahead of the
Dubai Pooram festival. Since then, they have
created over 46 elephants in various sizes, now
found across Kerala, several other Indian States,
and countries such as the U.S., Canada, Spain,
and England. Currently, Prashanth is working on
an African elephant model for Kenya.

These mechanical elephants, constructed
using rubber, fibre, metal, mesh, foam, and steel,
are powered by five motors. Powered by
electricity, they mimic the natural movements of
elephants - shaking their heads, swishing tails,
flapping ears, and spraying water. Mounted on
wheelbases, they can be easily manoeuvred
during processions and rituals via remote control
or even manually.

The installation of Kombara Kannan made
headlines in Kerala, coinciding with reports of
three human deaths caused by live elephants on a
single day. Recent court interventions have also
intensified scrutiny over the use of elephants in
festivals. Animal rights activists have long
highlighted the suffering of captive elephants
used in festivals. Kerala’s elephant-related death
statistics are alarming: from 2012 to February
2023, wild elephants killed 202 people, while
captive elephants caused 196 deaths between
2011 and 2023.

Electric elephant breaks cover

sofdesd grll BUFHT IET AFarar @

The Kombara temple in Thrissur of Kerala has refrained from using live elephants
in its rituals since 2015, citing exorbitant costs and suffering endured by captive
elephants

A F Py # FF AT F st aea ik & 1At @R g i I
aﬁﬁamm&éguzms#mﬁﬂmﬁﬁsﬁﬁamﬂmmﬁ
wesr fmar g

Kombara Sreekrishna Swami Temple's Unique Attraction

FIFaRT Ageor T AR FT AT ATHYOT
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e The Kombara Sreekrishna Swami Temple in Irinjalakuda, Thrissur district recently
hosted a rare event with a mechanical elephant as the star attraction instead of a living
one

eReaerer, g v o Rewar whear sharor eameht #RT A B & # o e
AT foha, foreat Shifad grelt 1 Srere aifas greft e 3medor & &9 # 1|

e Since 2015, the temple has refrained from using live elephants in its rituals and
festivals due to high costs and the suffering of captive elephants.

2015 @, #feT o Shfaa g1t &1 3TAT 39eT JreeorEt R AERT # 3T awrd 3R
§Ar gIfdat & el & SRUT §¢ A T B

e Ravi Namboothiri, the temple president, stated they were thrilled to accept a
mechanical elephant in honor of their decision to never use live elephants.

W a8, Al & 3remer F w1 & I 3o Aoy & wFAE 7 G g
TIPR Fa & o0 AR THooT & for 9 Felt off Shfaa erely a1 39T A8 e

e Kombara Kannan, the mechanical elephant, stands about three meters tall and
weighs 800 kg.
FIFART FledeT, T3 gref, aersrer e #Aex Far g 3R g gaa 800 fraam# &1
e The mechanical elephant was gifted to the temple by PETA and sitarist Anoushka
Shankar.

Tit3eh gl ol AT o NEET 3R AARETEF IHeRFT AHT o IR A fer |
e Prashanth Puthuvelil, an innovator from Chalakudy, and his three partners crafted the
elephant.

Wid G gafae, S Gragst & Teh AdleAvs g, 3R 39 oliel ASIERT o grar &

AT R

e Their journey began in 2018, when they created mechanical elephants for Dubai
Pooram festival.

3oThT ITAT 2018 H YT ES, o190 3511 gus A AR & AT AR greh sare |

¢ Since then, they have created over 46 elephants in various sizes, now found across

Kerala, other Indian States, and countries like the U.S., Canada, Spain, and England.

TS §I¢ W, 3oglel [affeeT TR 7 46 ¥ 4w grell v &, S 379 3R, 3T
HRAT TN, 3T 0., F=1e1, V1, 3R geals o a2if F 9w ara g

e Prashanth is currently working on a model of an African elephant for Kenya.
g2l T H Hear o foIT Ifpahr greft &1 AlsT W FH a1 ] &

e The mechanical elephants are built using materials like rubber, fibre, metal, mesh,
foam, and steel, powered by five motors.

ur Aled canT Fatferd fRar SiTdT g

e The elephants are powered by electricity and mimic natural movements such as
shaking their heads, swishing tails, flapping ears, and spraying water.

gTel Rrerelt & Tanfard @l € 3R W fae aIf &1 Jregator A € o R R, I
TR, ST HEHTET, 3R greiT seshar|
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e These mechanical elephants can be easily maneuvered during processions and rituals
via remote control or manually.

goT i3 gIRAAT 1 @t 3R 3gsam= & aRreT ReAle Ferer a1 AT & § ITEEH
o fAafa fRar o gar g

e The installation of Kombara Kannan made headlines in Kerala, coinciding with reports
of three human deaths caused by live elephants on the same day.

FIFIRT FToAeT T TG o I § AT =018, S v & foer F hfda et qamr
it AT Al H RO @ A« @l B

e Recent court interventions have intensified scrutiny over the use of elephants in
festivals.

gl & H waraTerdt gEasiT & ARt 7 grfldEt & 3IuAer 9X S §er & B

o Animal rights activists have long highlighted the suffering of captive elephants used
in festivals.

Ty FAFR FREFASN 7 &F THT @ AGRT F FEAATS glel aTel et gAAT & el
I 3SR ThaT B

o Kerala’s elephant-related death statistics are alarming: from 2012 to February 2023,
wild elephants killed 202 people, while captive elephants caused 196 deaths between
2011 and 2023.

T & grelY Fafda wiat F 3w Rideas g 2012 ¥ ®Ed 2023 dh, SaTelr gIAAT
& 202 &N T ART, Fafh S @A & 2011 F 2023 F o7 196 Hid Fil
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TOPICS COVERED (PCS Special)

1. UPSC extends last date to apply for civil services exam /

qdiead o RAfae dar qfiam & Qv smdea # sifas

UPSC extends
last date to
apply for civil
services exam

|UPSC Notification

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The Union Public Service
Commission (UPSC) has
extended the last date to
apply for civil services pre-
liminary examination 2025
till February 18.

The civil services exami-
nation is conducted an-
nually by the UPSC in three
stages —  preliminary,
mains and interview — to
select officers of the Indian
Administrative Service
(IAS), Indian Foreign Ser-
vice (IFS) and Indian Police
Service (IPS), among
others.

The last date for regis-
tration for Civil Services
(Preliminary) 2025 and In-
dian Forest Service (Preli-
minary) 2025 exams “has
been extended till
18.02.2025 (6 pm),” said a
note put out by the Com-
mission on its website.

A correction window
will also be open for appli-
cants “till expiry of seven
days from the next day af-
ter the closure of applica-
tion window i.e. from
19.02.2025 to 25.02.2025”,
it said.

fafr serg

UPSC extends last date to apply for civil services
exam

qdiead o RAfae Qa1 qfiam & v smdeaT #1 sifas
fafer e

UPSC Extends Last Date for Civil Services Preliminary Examination 2025

uUPSC & Rfaer afddsr fifafAad odam 2025 & AT 3mags $r 3ifaw AN T8

e The Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) has extended the last date to
apply for Civil Services Preliminary Examination 2025 till February 18, 2025.

T |lF FaT JAT (UPSC) + Rifae afdas dfafdsd ofier 2025 % faw
3Mae ¥ 3ifaw fafdr 18 weady 2025 A Sar & &1

e The Civil Services Examination is conducted annually by UPSC in three
stages: Preliminary, Mains, and Interview, to select officers for services such as
the Indian Administrative Service (IAS), Indian Foreign Service (IFS), and
Indian Police Service (IPS).

Rfae afdds adean &3 a1 UPSC garr e ot 7 3mafaa & S €
Mfafasd), A=w, 31k wareeR, Saw sRde wemrafas dar (1AS), aRd [
AT (IFS), IR AR gferw dar (IPS) ST Fansit & ARAIRAT 1 a2 fohar
iGN

e The last date for registration for Civil Services (Preliminary) 2025 and Indian
Forest Service (Preliminary) 2025 exams has been extended till 18.02.2025 (6

pm).
Rfae afdas (Mifaf@ad) 2025 3R aRAT aa dar chifa@ad) 2025 oler &
forT Gofiraor 7 3ifde A 18.02.2025 (@AM 6 79t) IF FerS TS

e A correction window will also be open for applicants from 19.02.2025 to
25.02.2025 to make corrections in their applications.

3mdeel & forw ven gur st 10.02.2025 & 25.02.2025 A Gell g7, et @ 30
et # FUR F Fhdl |
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