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Easterine Kire: chronicler of the
lives and fables of Nagas

Shunning media stereotypes of the northeast, the Sahitva Akademi-winning novelist and poet from Nagaland writes about the cultural life of her

people, who refuse to be defined by conflict. Kire has also documented their oral history and spiritual world view

[GS Paper I: Society ]
Radhika Santhanam

ears ago, when I asked a

classmate what she was

reading, she simply replied, “A

book from the northeast.” It
was a lazy, unhelpful description. Ever
heard anyone say they are reading Jerry
Pinto, a “writer from the west”?

That was in 2010, but little has changed
since. The northeast is still described in
many everyday conversations as a
homogenous region — an anthropological
paradise where “strange” and “exotic”
cultures thrive, and complex, ethnic
conflicts play out amid natural beauty.

Easterine Kire, a novelist from
Nagaland who lives in Norway, spoke of
her exasperation with the broad portrayal
of the region in an interview to The Hindu
in 2019. “The media stereotype of the
northeast has done so much damage that
the true cultural life of the Nagas and
their rights have been overlooked,” she
said. In her works, Kire portrays a people
who refuse to be defined by conflict. “We
are saying there is more [to Nagaland],”
she said in an another interview to The
Hindu in 2015. “There is great beauty, not
just the breathtaking landscapes of
mountains and rivers and cloud-covered
villages, but the beauty of the people who
live there and the stories they have to
share. The spiritual world is a big part of
the Naga world view and it comes
naturally to me to write about it.”

Writing about the spiritual

Spirit Nights (2022), which won Kire the
Sahitya Akademi award in 2024, is a
shining example of how the writer is a
chronicler of the lives and fables of the

Nagas. The novel’s protagonist is Tola, a
wise woman and the daughter of a seer.
She is warned in a dream of impending
doom. Dreams are the gateway to the
spiritual world. When a taboo is breached
in the spiritual world, intense,
all-encompassing darkness descends on
her village. Only one person, Tola’s
grandson Namu, can bring back light.
Kire’s book is inspired by the story of
darkness narrated by the Rengma Naga
and Chang Naga tribes. Just as the sun
resuscitates a fading leaf; it is the breath
of Kire’s storytelling that brings an oral
tale to life.

When the River Sleeps (2014), which
won The Hindu Prize in 2015, is also
steeped in Naga folktales and myths. A
middle-aged hunter named Vile lives
inside a forest. He dreams that a
“heart-stone” lies on the bed of a river,
which will give him expansive powers.
Vile sets out on his quest, encountering
fellow beings, sorceresses, and spirits on
the way. The poet K. Satchidanandan
described the book as “a sample of how
the mythopoeic imagination can work in
our times”.

Kire had written elsewhere: “My
generation of Nagas accept that our
territories are shared between human
and spirit inhabitants.” These works are
rooted in the folklore of Nagaland, but
Kire skilfully draws out the deeper
meanings of these beliefs and they are
universally instructive.

Nagaland over the years

When Kire was a child, every night one of
her grandparents would tell her a story.
She grew up in an estate in Kohima,
where trees were laden with fruit, wild

flowers bloomed, and she woke up to
dawn chorus. Her love for the oral
tradition of storytelling, and for beauty
and nature, which she infuses into her
writing, likely came from these early
childhood experiences.

But not all of Nagaland was peaceful
and picturesque. Kire recounts how the
small town of Kohima was suddenly
thrust on the global map when the
Japanese invaded the hills in 1944. In
1958, the draconian Armed Forces
(Special Powers) Act was imposed to deal
with the Naga insurgency. In the 1960s
and *70s, Kire recalls in interviews how
the Army would patrol the streets and
clamp curfews. Nagaland came to be
imagined by the rest of India as a land of
trouble-makers.

In her works, Kire also traces the lives
of different generations to reveal the
transformation of a people and a State.
For the book Mari, which she began
writing in parts at 16 and completed in
2003, she sat with her aunt Mari, gently
unspooling her memories of Kohima
before and during World War II. The war
cleaved the history of the region: Kire says
it was “remarkable” that “people have
little memory of what they were doing
before the war years.” In A Respectable
Woman (2019), too, she writes about the
conflict: “Many of our people had not
known any government other than the
British. So, when they left our hills, many
people felt orphaned....”

A Respectable Woman is also about
another war; this time, against the Indian
state. Kire says, “Even while the few
educated Nagas felt that they had the
right to fight for Naga sovereignty, the
Indian government sent in armed police

who began a reign of terror... We were no
longer safe in our own homes.”

Where there is war, there is always
resilience. In Mari, Mari becomes a
refugee in her own homeland and is
nearly crushed by the weight of recurrent
loss. She bounces back again and again,
left with no other choice. As the
grandmother says in Bitter Wormwood, “If
life is hard to you, you simply harden
yourself so its griefs are easier to bear.”

Kire’s protagonists are often women
but they are not all “strong women”,
which makes them relatable. Women, like
men, contribute to maintaining the
patriarchal order (A Terrible Matriarchy).
They show their vulnerabilities and
express their fears (Spirit Nights). Kire
does not romanticise their fights and the
journeys of their survival (Mari). Women
assert their agency through
micro-feminist acts (A Respectable
Woman). They are ordinary women who
often find themselves grappling with
extraordinary circumstances.

Kire’s style is to write crisp, short,
unadorned sentences and narrate
unsettling parables, which reflect her love
for allegories. By staying close to their
roots, writers like Temsula Ao paved the
way for Easterine Kire who is making the
road easier for voices of the next
generation like Avinuo Kire and others. If
works by writers such as Kire find their
way into classrooms across India, there
may be greater understanding of regional
literature from the States of the northeast;
stories which encapsulate the tragedies,
aspirations, and cultures of a people who
have for too long been typecast, and
which have been systemically erased from
our hegemonic imagination of the nation.

Easterine Kire: chronicler of the lives and fables of Nagas

ST Ry ATt & Sfaer 3t FFumst fr sRgmsR

Shunning media stereotypes of the northeast, the Sahitya Akademi-
winning novelist and poet from Nagaland writes about the cultural life
of her people, who refuse to be defined by conflict.
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e Kire has also documented oral history and the spiritual worldview of the Nagas.

o Y & arm3t & #if@«F sfag 3tk smeafors Tewior =1 off eradsiiawor
T gl

Writing about the spiritual 3meaifeAsdr I @

e Spirit Nights (2022), which won Kire the Sahitya Akademi award in 2024, is a
chronicler of the lives and fables of the Nagas.

o RaRe arsed (2022), fows Ry &7 2024 # wifew et QREaR feem,
AR F g IR ANFFAET FT sAEERER |

e The novel's protagonist Tola, daughter of a seer, is warned in a dream of impending
doom. In the story, dreams are the gateway to the spiritual world.
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o 3UsITH S AT YT, ST Uk &eT T 9T g, Hl Teh 9o H HTHed HHT hT

AT eI &1 39 FETe H, WU Aremfens g #1 g@r @ §

e When the River Sleeps (2014), which won The Hindu Prize in 2015, is also steeped in
Naga folktales and myths.

o & & Rav Feliewr (2014), for¥ 2015 # § fig R e, anm diewaanst
3R i @ ol o1 garm &

Nagaland over the years g8 # RIS

Kire grew up in Kohima, where she was surrounded by nature and oral storytelling

traditions.
o oY &1 Suus HFAT A e, el 98 yHia IR AfEF FeE Fea oot
o ol gg o

 Nagaland faceJcoanicts such as the Japanese invasion in 1944 and the Armed
Forces (Special Powers) Act in 1958.

o SIS o 1944 & JATTAT THAT 3R 1958 A T g (R afdaan)
sfafaasw S gust &1 g

e Mari (2003), based on her aunt's memories of World War I, reveals how the war
cleaved the history of the region.

o HART (2003), 3 3erehr AT A g faed gaur i @t w R g, fewrdh
¢ & e o &8 & sfagr =t @ Renfoa feam)

¢ A Respectable Woman (2019) portrays conflict with the Indian state and the
resilience of Naga people.

o U R¥9Feeer g (2019) HRA T & W1 Wo¥ 3R aAnm o i g
gerer gl

Representation of women in Kire’s works ffY & Frat & afgemat &1
yfafafac

o Kire’s protagonists are often women, but not all are portrayed as “strong women.”
o oY &1 AT e ARETE gicl €, oifehel Tl &l “HoTga Afger & &7 A
Tt feamar S|
e Women in her works contribute to patriarchy (A Terrible Matriarchy), show
vulnerabilities (Spirit Nights), and assert agency (A Respectable Woman).

o 3% FET A AT Rgaar # dhree &&ft § (v R AT, FARET
fardh § (FaRe amsew), 3t Irveh Faaaar sard § (v Redweaea goen)|
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Kire’s literary influence f&Yt %1 afgficas wsma

e Kire writes in crisp, short, and unadorned sentences, using allegories to convey
deeper meanings.

o Ty wfdrea, wRer 3R e sraeor are gt A foradr € 3R s & Arems
T g HY T AT B
o Writers like Temsula Ao paved the way for Kire, who in turn is opening doors for
newer voices like Avinuo Kire.

o TFgem AT S AfFFHT A Y F AT AT weed B S w9 A ImaTt
S IR B & AT T @l @ 8

o If works like Kire’s find a place in Indian classrooms, it could lead to greater
understanding of northeastern literature.

o IR Ry SN AEH & HA HRAT Famsit F ¥ 91 § A T @) wifeew
# g FAF HT JoIAT & Fohll ¢

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper Il: Polity, Governance, and International
Relations)

1. IMEC project gains traction as PM holds talks with
Macron / IMEC 9R@sr &) aifa Aad § Faife dfva a

Awl ¥ T N
2. SC to hear pleas challenging validity of CEC
appointment law on Feb. 19/ 19 ®adl #r @iEd AglFa

Felal AT dUAT HY oAl A arel FIfRAFEHT W golor FE
geAdrs FHLM

3. Al dangerous tool, be it in Chinese or American hands,

says Delhi HC / e a1 3rARET, fFlY & off g1 7 wns
THh GdleTh YR §: ool g8 Fi

4. Wilful violation / SITIqST# Seded

5. Should convicted persons contest elections? / 4T ardt

AfFAAl F oAr@ a8t 1 HTATT gt =Afge?
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IMEC project gains

traction as

PM holds

talks with Macron

Warm greetings: Prime Minister Narendra Modi with French
President Emmanuel Macron in Marseille on Wednesday. AP

|GS Paper II: IMEC |

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

India and France on Wed-
nesday announced that
they would continue to
work closely to implement
the India-Middle East-Eu-
rope Corridor (IMEC)
project.

The project proposes to
connect India to Europe
through sea and land
routes. A discussion on the
project was held during
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s two-day visit to

France, where he spoke at
the Paris Al Action summit
and held talks with Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron.

“The two leaders re-
called the launch of the
IMEC on the margins of the
G-20 Summit in Delhi in
September 2023 and
agreed to work together
more closely on imple-
menting the initiative,”
said a joint statement is-
sued after the visit.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10
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IMEC project gains traction as PM holds
talks with Macron

IMEC 9R@ser & aifa Aad § Faifs
o & A% F aradiaq

India and France on Wednesday announced that
they would continue to work closely to
implement the India-Middle East-Europe
Corridor (IMEC) project.

R AR B F AR F °iwor i fF F ARa-
AT qE-JU9 FINER (IMEC) IR #Y aref
T F AT Aswe Fggaer IR @

. The project proposes to connect India to Europe through
sea and land routes.

I8 IRATSTT @ar AR qfr ARt & AreTw § ART w9 @
S T IEAT 1@l gl

. A discussion on the project was held during Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s two-day visit to France, where he
spoke at the Paris Al Action summit and held talks with
President Emmanuel Macron.

38 IR W) T guaHEE aig AR # Q) Radw v @

%Wgé,aﬁmﬁﬁmumwmwmﬁmmmwﬁ
FAqUS AHT I ST |
“The two leaders recalled the launch of the IMEC on the margins of the G-20 Summit

in Delhi in September 2023 and agreed to work together more closely on implementing
the initiative,” said a joint statement issued after the visit.

Qe AT 7 Rder 2023 # Reeh 7 sf-20 Rraw woAae & Rt IMEC #r e
&l a1 fhar 3R 38 uge & on] aXa & AU 3R Adwedr & el Fe W HEAfd
ShFd HI,” g ST IMAT & §IG SR HYFd TIT H gl 5|
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SC to hear pleas challenging validity
of CEC app()lntment law on Feb. 19

|GS Paper II: Election

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday shifted the
hearing on petitions chal-
lenging the legality of a
new law, which gives a do-
minant role to the Union
government in the ap-
pointment of the Chief
Election = Commissioner
(CEC) and Election Com-
missioners, to February 19.
Incumbent CEC Rajiv
Kumar is set to retire from
office on February 18.
Advocate Prashant
Bhushan, appearing for
one of the petitioners, the
NGO Association for De-
mocratic Reforms, indicat-
ed to a Bench of Justices
Surya Kant and N.K. Singh
that the case was time-sen-
sitive due to the impending

CEC Rajiv Kumar flanked by ECs Gyanesh Kumar and Sukhbir Singh
Sandhu. The CEC is scheduled to retire on February 18. FILE PHOTO

retirement of Mr. Kumar.
Justice Kant, however,
assured Mr. Bhushan that
the “consequences” of the
court’s decision on the va-
lidity of the Chief Election
Commissioner and other
Election Commissioners
(Appointment, Conditions
of Service, and Term of Of-
fice) Act of 2023 would in-
evitably follow even if so-
mething had happened in

the interregnum.

In the previous hearing,
the petitioners had told the
court that they ideally
wanted a decision on the
law before the appoint-
ment of the next CEC.

Court’s authority

In January, when the case
came up, Justice Kant had
highlighted that the test re-
garding the validity of the

Act would hinge on wheth-
er the court’s authority to
pronounce binding deci-
sions under Article 141 of
the Constitution could be
circumvented or diluted by
a law. “The real test here is
between the court’s opi-
nion and exercise of legis-
lative powers,” he had said.

The petitions raise the
pivotal legal question of
whether Parliament pos-
sessed the authority to
promulgate a gazette notifi-
cation or ordinance to nul-
lify or amend a Constitu-
tion Bench judgment.

The petitioners have
claimed that the law was
introduced in December
2023 to dilute a Constitu-
tion Bench judgment of the
Supreme Court in the
Anoop Baranwal case on
March 2, 2023.

SC to hear pleas
challenging validity
of CEC
appointment law on
Feb. 19

19 ®adl &1 g
e e 1
dear Ak
grell IR W)
g e Faaars
F

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday shifted

the hearing on petitions challenging the legality of a new law, which

gives adominant role to the Union government in the appointment of
the Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) and Election Commissioners,
to February 19.

T FIE & JUAR FT AT Fefed H1 derar H GaAldr &7 arelr ArfeFsit
W FAdI$ 19 Blall dF e &, S {ET IoA1d AP (CEC) 3R o
FrgFat 1 T & $5 WER F 9@ {HE &

Incumbent CEC Rajiv Kumar is set to retire from office on February 18.
FadA HFH Tella FAR 18 BEd T gg d Jdllargd g darel gl
Advocate Prashant Bhushan, appearing for one of the petitioners, the NGO

Association for Democratic Reforms, indicated to a Bench of Justices Surya Kant
and N.K. Singh that the case was time-sensitive due to the impending retirement of

Mr. Kumatr.

g WA [NOT, ST ITfAerehcl Toran3l THIfATeeT R SARF Relat &1 3K 4
9 BT, A ~ At FIP AR wA.F. R A do A g & AT FHT-

Fracaelier § ifeh el FAR 1 Jarfagha e B

Justice Kant, however, assured Mr. Bhushan that the “consequences” of the court’s
decision on the validity of the Chief Election Commissioner and other Election

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page7



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Pa la

a
www.patrioticias.in

Commissioners (Appointment, Conditions of Service, and Term of Office) Act of
2023 would inevitably follow even if something had happened in the interregnum.

TSt AR A glenifeh Ferler o¥or 1 mearEe oA & g o amgE 3k
3T gaAra 3w (i, dar ot 3k Fwrdwre) sfdfas, 2023 & duar
3feteldd & el & RO ARIT &9 & 9] gl o7l & 38 1T $o gl S|

e Inthe previous hearing, the petitioners had told the court that they ideally wanted a
decision on the law before the appointment of the next CEC.

Ao gaars &, afaerdisi 3 ered @ #a1 a1 & 3 av fEh f FgFa T w
3 FA W AoiT awa §)

Court’s authority
erad & AfAwIRar

e In January, when the case came up, Justice Kant had highlighted that the test
regarding the validity of the Act would hinge on whether the court’s authority to
pronounce binding decisions under Article 141 of the Constitution could be
circumvented or diluted by a law.

SAIN F ST ATHAT 31T, o SRS GhAHT o Sooa@ fmar & sfafaaer @ duar
9T 56 I W AR w0 6 g wfawe & aefede 141 % dgd ered &
arerEr AR FY FE FeE T T FAGAR F THT

o “The real test here is between the court’s opinion and the exercise of legislative
powers,” he had said.
3glel el o1, “HA THeET Heted Fr 17 AR RAurh afFaat F s & & g

e The petitions raise the pivotal legal question of whether Parliament possessed the
authority to promulgate a gazette notification or ordinance to nullify or amend a
Constitution Bench judgment.

IIIRIT Tg AGeAYET Flefel! HaTel 3orc § o a1 §we 1 Torqa HfArgaar a1
FeARY T A F JFR T oed gdufas dis & bua # w7 a1 gaifea
fFar s 8% |

e The petitioners have claimed that the law was introduced in December 2023 to dilute
a Constitution Bench judgment of the Supreme Court in the Anoop Baranwal case
on March 2, 2023.

ATFAHTRAIIT & grar forar o @R 2023 F I8 &[T T a7 A1fh 2 AT 2023 &
T SAaTer AW # FAA FE A wRue s F Faa  FAAR Far a1 7%
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Al dangerous tool, be it in Chinese
or Amerlcan hands, says Delhi HC

[GS Paper II: Polity
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Wednesday observed that
artificial intelligence (AI) is
a “dangerous tool” in any-
body’s hand, whether Chi-
nese or American.

The observation came
while hearing a petition
seeking a direction to the
Centre to block access to
DeepSeek, a Chinese Al
chatbot providing services
free of cost in India.

“Al is a dangerous tool
in anybody’s hand, wheth-
er Chinese or American, it
does not make any diffe-
rence. It is not that the go-
vernment is unaware. It is
very well aware,” a Bench
of Chief Justice D.K. Upad-
hyaya and Justice Tushar

Court was hearing
a petition seeking
a direction to the
Centre to block
access to DeepSeek

Rao Gedela said.

The Centre’s counsel
said the issue requires con-
sideration and urged the
court to grant some time to
get instructions in the mat-
ter. The court listed the
matter for February 20.

‘Instant threat’

The petitioner’s advocate
Bhavna Sharma, along
with advocate Nihit Dal-
mia, raised concerns over
the alleged “inappropriate
and unlawful operations”
of DeepSeek, saying it

posed “instant and emer-
gent threats that are pre-
judicial to the sovereignty
and integrity of India, data
security of the state, and
public order”.

The petitioner said
DeepSeek is available for
download on mobile
phones and its terms of use
and privacy policy “fail to
protect the Right to Privacy
of Indian citizens” and
comply with the key provi-
sions of the IT Rules, 2011,
and Digital Personal Data
Protection Act, 2023, par-
ticularly with regard to da-
ta collection, disclosure,
and security.

“Globally, multiple
countries have raised simi-
lar concerns about Deep-
Seek’s privacy and security
practices,” the plea stated.

Al dangerous tool, be itin
Chinese or American hands,
says Delhi HC

e a1 AR, Fd F o gy
H TS TFH WS 3IHIT ¢
faedll 18 F1E

The Delhi High Court on
Wednesday observed that artificial
intelligence (Al) is a "dangerous
tool" in anybody’s hand, whether
Chinese or American.

ool 31§ F1E & AR #r eoqoft
$1 fF nfepRae sefasia (Tams)

"Uh @Al IYRIOT g, I8 9§ el @ AT AN

The observation came while hearing a petition seeking a direction to the Centre to
block access to DeepSeek, a Chinese Al chatbot, providing services free of cost in

India.

Ig feoqolt wen I1f<enT 1 Foaars & SR 3178, fores Fig WIaR & e fmar o
mﬁ?aﬁm(DeepSeek),WiﬁFﬁvaﬁé'ﬁﬁﬁaﬁWﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ?@
AT Aehet T fAGA S

“Al is a dangerous tool in anybody’s hand, whether Chinese or American, it does not
make any difference. It is not that the government is unaware. It is very well aware,” a
Bench of Chief Justice D.K. Upadhyaya and Justice Tushar Rao Gedela said.

"UHTE Th GAleATH 3YFIOT ¢, T1g dg "Melr g7 A7 IANA, 3qA FE Fh ¢ 9541l
TEHR SR ATl fg1 ¢, e gt avg F sraera ¢, ¥g feouoh e ~arareer
A&, 3T IR A qUR T ABATH dis 7 |

The Centre’s counsel said the issue requires consideration and urged the court to grant
some time to get instructions in the matter.

¥% TR & IPa A FT 6 I5 Aeg Fanoia § 3R 3eed @ §o T67T o &
e fhar arfe 58 WX fader ured fehu S |

The court listed the matter for February 20.

IeTerd o AA Y ATl Faoaars F fAT 20 wEd A arfi@ a7 #
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‘Instant threat’
"deehlel Gl

The petitioner’s advocate Bhavna Sharma, along with advocate Nihit Dalmia, raised
concerns over the alleged “inappropriate and unlawful operations” of DeepSeek,
saying it posed “instant and emergent threats” that are prejudicial to the sovereignty
and integrity of India, data security of the state, and public order.

FIRAFIRdT FT Fh AT TAT 3R ghe AR sTaf@ar s fadisd (DeepSeek) F
"y 3R Irder FeTEe W RAr Sars, 98 FEd g%w"msﬁtﬁaﬁt
A" 3ceol AT &, S R Y FYHAT AR Ir@zan, AT A 32T T AR
HIdSl o Ia€dT & U gifdeRe & Jhdr B

The petitioner said DeepSeek is available for download on mobile phones and its
terms of use and privacy policy “fail to protect the Right to Privacy of Indian
citizens” and comply with key provisions of the IT Rules, 2011, and Digital Personal
Data Protection Act, 2023.

FIRFRAT F FeT & duHid (DeepSeek) AABT BT W IEAAE & foT 3Iqerey &
3R sEdr 3T f ad AR MueTar AT aRAT ARTRE F Fear & AER
T 0 & Qe § 31k 38 3méd @aw, 2011 3k Bfoesd afFdaera Ser gafor
sfafaaer, 2023 & W@ WauTE HT el FET |

“Globally, multiple countries have raised similar concerns about DeepSeek’s
privacy and security practices,” the plea stated.

"3RaF TR W, 7§ ot ¥ dudiw (DeepSeek) A Muetaar v gram sAfaat w
AFT Y avg A RaT sgFa i & TP F T Tm)
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HC allows poll panel probe
into AIADMK leadership row

|GS Paper li: Election |
CHENNAI

The Madras High Court on
Wednesday permitted the
Election Commission (EC)
to find out if there were riv-
al groups staking claim ov-
er the AIADMK, and decide
which of those groups was
actually entitled to be re-
cognised as the political
party.

Third Division Bench of
Justices R. Subramanian
and G. Arul Murugan held
that the EC could not be
prevented from exercising
its powers under para-
graph 15 of the Election
Symbols (Reservation and
Allotment) Order of 1968
just because a few civil suits
were pending against cer-
tain resolutions passed by
the party’s general council.

In the same breath, the
judges made it clear that
the interim orders passed
by the Supreme Court and
the High Court in those ci-
vil suits would be binding
upon the EC and recorded
the latter’s submission,
made by way of a counter
affidavit, that it would cer-
tainly abide by the court or-
ders passed in the civil

The EC cannot be prevented
from exercising its powers under
the 1968 order, say judges.

proceedings.

“Therefore, the appre-
hensions of the petitioner
[the AIADMK] that there
will be an attempt to over-
reach the orders of the civil
court are not justified. We,
however, make it clear that
the inquiry would have to
be within the four walls of
Para 15 of the Election Sym-
bols Order, 1968, and it
cannot take in its sweep
any other matter, which is
the subject matter of the ci-
vil proceedings,” the Bench
ordered.

Authoring the verdict,
Justice Subramanian point-
ed out that paragraph 15 of

the 1968 order enabled the
EC to conduct an inquiry
and take a call on instances
of rival sections or splinter
groups staking claim over a
political party.

Though a senior coun-
sel, representing the
AIADMK, had argued that
there was no question of
rival sections or splinter
groups in the party since
2,539 of the 2,665 general
council members and 61 of
the 65 MLAs were backing
the incumbent general se-
cretary, Edappadi K. Pala-
niswami, the Division
Bench left those issues to
be decided by the EC.

Separate complaints
The Bench took note that
as many as seven indivi-
duals, who had been re-
portedly expelled from the
party, had lodged separate
complaints regarding the
party affairs before the EC
between April 20, 2023
and December 4, 2024.
“We therefore find that we
as a constitutional court
cannot examine each and
every complaint and con-
clude whether the require-
ments of Para 15 are satis-
fied....,” the judges wrote.

HC allows poll panel probe into
AIADMK leadership row

TIMSTSITAS adca faarg 9 o
AT FY ST FY S HIC AT A
The Madras High Court on Wednesday
permitted the Election Commission
(EC) to find out if there were rival
groups staking claim over the
AIADMK, and decide which of those

groups was actually entitled to be
recognized as the political party.

HAW 1§ HIC A JUAR I A1 ITAT
(&) Fr I§ T F f} qAfT & F
FIT TIHSTIATHAS G gaT ¥l ared
yfagacdr &g #iog 2, 3R I8 a7 F=
#r el § & s & Fla @1 g
TSTAlfa® g & ®F #H HAIAT et HT
gFCN gl

Third Division Bench of Justices R. Subramanian and G. Arul Murugan held that
the EC could not be prevented from exercising its powers under paragraph 15 of
the Election Symbols (Reservation and Allotment) Order of 1968, just because a
few civil suits were pending against certain resolutions passed by the party’s general

council.

A AR, GEATIA AR A S Ivd oI A Aed @she A wer
AT AT HT 1968 F oATa e (IRETT 3R 3raea) meer & R 15 F o
AU AfFAT T ITANT FI @ A NbT AT e, TE s@fT F It $r 33
IRy GaRT TIRd F© FEdEl & s Fo Janet g dfed

The judges made it clear that the interim orders passed by the Supreme Court and

the High Court in those civil suits would be binding upon the EC and recorded the
latter’'s submission that it would certainly abide by the court orders passed in the civil

proceedings.

=ararefiet & Tose R B @i #1E 3R e FIE qErn 37 A gweAt F Ru
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"The apprehensions of the petitioner [the AIADMK] that there will be an attempt to
overreach the orders of the civil court are not justified," the Bench ordered.

"IIfRARTRAT [THTETSTHS] T Ig 3MAHT F SaE) serad & et F RAfFAR F=

FT 9 fRaT SiTeen, 3T A8 & @sdiie & 3neer feam

The inquiry would have to be within the four walls of Para 15 of the Election
Symbols Order, 1968, and it cannot take in its sweep any other matter, which is the
subject matter of the civil proceedings, the Bench added.

ST FY 1968 ¥ gora fEer amew F Ry 15 A Aawat F ofaw W@ e, 3R Tw
el I A 1 afAer 7@ FX Fhdr, S Qe AheA! 1 AN & Tsdls A
S|

Justice Subramanian, who authored the verdict, pointed out that paragraph 15 of the
1968 order enables the EC to conduct an inquiry and take a call on instances of
rival sections or splinter groups staking claim over a political party.

e gaavaH, fSeglet I heer forar, o adrar 6 1968 & gy & &1 15 F
dgd Iolld AT F I§ ST A IR oty A w1 wfEr ¥ Fw el
TSHIfAF g W T F I wfagaed! g a1 fanfaa e Algg ¥

A senior counsel representing AIADMK argued that there was no question of rival

sections, since 2,539 of the 2,665 general council members and 61 of the 65 MLAS
supported the incumbent general secretary, Edappadi K. Palaniswami.

wITETETAS F1 yfafafded #T W@ vF aiss g & ol & fr wfdeaed et &t
H$ TATT & AET 34T, FiTeh 2,665 F & 2,539 3 gRwg Wewa 3 65 & F 61

frure Alser AT, Tsourd #. gerieaEt #1 gAdT W W@ 7
The Division Bench left those issues to be decided by the EC.

gsdls & § @l H AT IANT F Fyd W B3 fowm|

Separate complaints

-3 RFraa

The Bench took note that seven individuals, who had been reportedly expelled
from the party, had lodged separate complaints regarding party affairs before the
EC between April 20, 2023, and December 4, 2024.

@sdis o g Rar & aidt & F¥9 v ¥ FswfRa fFe v g =fFaat F 20
Iriter 2023 & 4 feaR 2024 F T AT AT F FHET UE ABTAT P AFT IHeT-
AT NP gof FUS oAt

“We therefore find that we as a constitutional court cannot examine each and

every complaint and conclude whether the requirements of Para 15 are
satisfied....” the judges wrote.
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Je —e e o\
|GS Paper Ii: Governor |

Wilful violation

Supreme Court’s queries expose pattern
of obstinacy in T.N. Governor’s conduct

he Supreme Court of India’s probing
T questions to the Tamil Nadu Governor,
R.N. Ravi, have exposed a pattern of wil-
ful violation of constitutional duty on his part.
The questions related to the lawfulness of Mr. Ra-
vi’s act in referring to the President of India a set
of Bills for which he had earlier “withheld as-
sent”, but was constitutionally bound to grant as-
sent after their adoption for a second time by the
State Assembly. The Bench was speaking on be-
half of everyone when it asked whether Mr. Ravi
had referred these Bills to the President only to
avoid granting assent, as required by the first pro-
viso to Article 200 of the Constitution. The ear-
lier understanding that the withholding of assent
puts an end to the life of a Bill was altered by the
Court’s judgment in 2023, holding that whenever
Governors opt for that course of action, they
should return the Bill to the legislature, as re-
quired in the proviso; and if passed again by the
House, they were bound to grant assent. Faced
with queries, the Attorney-General of India (A-G)
raised the issue of possible repugnancy with cen-
tral law. He argued that the Governor had rightly
referred these Bills to the President due to an ap-
parent conflict with UGC Regulations, as these
Bills seek to change the manner in which univer-
sity vice-chancellors are appointed. The A-G also
maintained that when the Governor had earlier
withheld assent, the Bills ceased to exist and the
Assembly had presumed that these had been “re-
turned” by the Governor and adopted them a se-
cond time. In a related contention, he has also ar-
gued that the requirement to return a Bill does
not hold good if the issue of repugnancy is noted.
These arguments may appear fascinating in
determining the right course of action to be fol-
lowed by Governors in dealing with Bills, and the
Bench, which has reserved its judgment, may
come up with answers. However, the fact that the
Governor has been using his powers to scuttle le-
gislation is quite obvious. He had not acted on
some of these Bills for a year or two or expressed
his reservations relating to the repugnancy as-
pect while withholding assent. Also, he ignored
the fact that he was bound to grant assent when
the Bills were presented to him a second time,
but referred them to the President. Even in a
2023 hearing, the Court had questioned whether
a Governor, having chosen to withhold assent,
could exercise another option by referring the
same Bill to the President. Mr. Ravi appears bent
on scuttling any law that does not suit his world
view. It is time the Union government took note
of the challenge his continuance in office poses to
constitutional governance in Tamil Nadu.

Address
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Wilful violation
SATAGHHT ST

Supreme Court’s queries expose a pattern of obstinacy
in T.N. Governor’s conduct.

AT FIE & Farel o affieeg F ToqaTd F W@ A
EoUTHAT & T&h Uead &l 3R T

e The Supreme Court of India’s probing questions to Tamil Nadu
Governor, R.N. Ravi, have exposed a pattern of wilful violation of
constitutional duty on his part.

AR F GIH P F affiaarg & ToI9re, IR, . W § @ 7T Fgaral
F 3% AN FRUAF Fdcal F TAGHFT IoadT FT UF Jeof IAPR
|

e The questions related to the lawfulness of Mr. Ravi’s act in referring to
the President of India a set of Bills for which he had earlier “withheld
assent”, but was constitutionally bound to grant assent after their adoption
for a second time by the State Assembly.

¥ HaIe 39 919 @ 3 9 & F41 o I q@nr aRa & wsgufa Fr Fo
st # A9 3 a1, Ged v s wa v efa dw § o,
Afhet FfereT & IR TsF furaasm gart gl aR 9ikd e s &
g 37 TFfa 3 ot

e The Bench asked whether Mr. Ravi had referred these Bills to the
President only to avoid granting assent, as required by the first proviso
to Article 200 of the Constitution.

gsdfis & qor @ 71 A I & g7 RdIw Fr weufa F o /b
safaT Ao arfF 3¢ FEipfa & & a91 o1 ¥F, Shar 6 @R ¥
HqedE 200 & Uger WA H aedF g

e The earlier understanding that the withholding of assent puts an end to
the life of a Bill was altered by the Court’s judgment in 2023.
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Tge I8 WHST SA1ar A1 F i A ¥ Rdasw gaATea @) Ser 8, Afeher 2023 &
FIE & hA o W UROT F I BT

e The judgment stated that Governors should return the Bill to the legislature if they
withhold assent; and if passed again by the House, they were bound to grant assent.

baa & Fer AT F IR Towae T T A E Y 37 Rdww wr RafRer @
aqy ASar AfRw; 3N IR FewT 38 T & oIk e g, af 3¢ T hgfa o

faarr §

o Attorney-General of India (A-G) argued that the Governor had rightly referred these
Bills to the President due to an apparent conflict with UGC Regulations as these Bills
seek to change the manner in which university vice-chancellors are appointed.

IR & Tial-oTeRel (T-3) o doh &1 foh Tegurer o 31 AYTRhr &7 Tseufa &
T T Al & e Hi 3 fAdye e et § Ay Fase gaRE der W
Thd g, Fifh ¥ RAeafdqarey & Faufaat # AgfFa afmar # agaa @ a@er wa
gl

¢ The A-G also maintained that when the Governor had earlier withheld assent, the

Bills ceased to exist, and the Assembly presumed that these had been “returned” by
the Governor and adopted them a second time.

TS o Jg oY gl foh ST Tsaarer o gged T O @, @ g+ @& 8@ v,
IR furerasm 7 g5 A o & Teadrer /391 "dler A 3R 37 gl 9 R
T

e He also argued that the requirement to return a Bill does not hold good if the issue
of repugnancy is noted.

“Iogiel Ig o fear o afy fdws 7 fFelt #er & @@ (repugnancy) #r
FAEAT 91§ S ¥, A 3@ QO I A IaeIySAT AP AL Qe

e The Bench, which has reserved its judgment, may come up with answers on the
right course of action for Governors.

wsdis, e 3rqen bwer ida @ fo 2, 5@ Aa & vegural & v @@
9fshaT T 3T & FHal gl

e The fact remains that the Governor has been using his powers to scuttle legislation.
2T Ig ¢ T TsI9Ter 3r9el rfFaal &1 399 fur afFar & g &= & e
T I B

e He had not acted on some of these Bills for a year or two, nor expressed his
reservations regarding the repugnancy aspect while withholding assent.

3% $5 ATl W wF a1 @ ool aF A Fiarg 7@ i, 3k 7 & 37 Wl
UFd TAT 9% FhT @ TG & IR A F§ 3Mafa a7

e Heignored the fact that he was bound to grant assent when the Bills were
presented to him a second time, but instead referred them to the President.

»3Iegiel FH dLT H Aor3iare fhar f o fadas! 1 3a% 9w @l I’ T a
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e Evenina 2023 hearing, the Court had questioned whether a Governor, having
chosen to withhold assent, could then refer the same Bill to the President.

2023 &I Teh GeAdrs H &, HIC o HaTeT 36141 AT & 7 Vo9, Foraar v ar
Tl Awer 1 oty o &), a1q & 3 Rdas t wseufa & o S @&t B

e Mr. Ravi appears bent on scuttling any law that does not suit his worldview.
it T W el ot g A ot F W ameT REd § S s Reraw §
HAET AE B

e Itistime the Union government took note of the challenge his continuance in office
poses to constitutional governance in Tamil Nadu.

I FAT 30 1 § O Fg WER 59 Al W A &, S 3q9F 9g W aA T &
afferes # wdwfas awe & A se9e & @
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Should convicted persons contest elections?

What does the Representation of the People Act, 1951 stipulate with respect to electoral candidates convicted of criminal offences? What are the various judgments of the

Supreme Court which favour the decriminalisation of politics? What is the case for a lifetime ban on convicted individuals standing for office?

[6S Paper II: Election, disqualification]|

EXPLAINER

Rangarajan. R

The story so far:
he Supreme Court is hearing
petitions filed by Ashwin
Upadhyay and others, seeking
a life time ban on convicted
persons from contesting elections.

What are the legal provisions?

Section 8(3) of the Representation of the
People Act, 1951 (RP Act, 1951), provides
for the disqualification of a person
convicted of a criminal offence and
sentenced to imprisonment for not less
than two years. Such a person is
disqualified from contesting elections for
a further period of six years from the date
of release. Section 8(1) further stipulates
that a person convicted under criminal
laws for heinous crimes like rape; the
Protection of Civil Rights (PCR) act for
preaching or practice of untouchability;
UAPA for unlawful association; Prevention
of Corruption Act etc., will be disqualified
irrespective of the period of their
sentence and six years after release.

What were past decisions?

The Supreme Court has delivered notable
judgments in favour of the
decriminalisation of politics. In the
Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR)
case (2002), it mandated the disclosure of
criminal records of all candidates
contesting elections. In the CEC vs Jan
Chaukidar case (2013), it upheld the
creative interpretation of the provisions of
the RP Act, 1951 by the Patna High Court.
One of the qualifications as per the act to
contest elections is that a person should
be an ‘elector.” Section 62(5) stipulates
that a person in jail is not eligible to vote
in elections. The court interpreted that
persons who are under trial prisoners,
therefore cease to be ‘electors’ and hence
not qualified to contest elections.
However, the Parliament amended the act
in 2013 to overturn this judgment

Should
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allowing under trial prisoners to contest
elections. In Lily Thomas (2013), the court
struck down section 8(4) of the RP Act,
1951, that allowed a sitting legislator to
continue as a member even after being
convicted if they filed an appeal, as
unconstitutional and against political
justice. After this judgment, a sitting
legislator is disqualified immediately after
the sentencing for a conviction.

It is pertinent to note that Section 11 of
the RP Act, 1951 provides that the Election
Commission (EC) may remove any
disqualification or reduce the period of
disqualification of a convicted person. It
utilised this power in September 2019, to
reduce the disqualification period of
Prem Singh Tamang, incumbent Chief

GETTY IMAGES

Minister of Sikkim, from six years to 13
months which allowed him to contest and
win a byelection.

It was a questionable decision of the EC
to have reduced the disqualification
period of a person convicted under the
Prevention of Corruption Act, considering
its various recommendations to curb
criminalisation of politics.

‘What is the current petition?

The current petition seeks a life time ban
on convicted persons from contesting
elections. The petitioners argue that if a
convicted person is not eligible for even a
junior-grade government job, how could
they become law makers six years after
serving their sentence. However, the

Central government in an affidavit filed
before the court in 2020 had mentioned
that MPs and MLAs are not bound by any
‘service conditions’ unlike government
servants, and hence the present
disqualification period of six years after
serving the sentence is adequate.

The Supreme Court has again sought
the response of the Central government
and the EC on the current petition.

What can be the way forward?

A report by ADR states that 251 (46%) of
the 543 elected MPs in 2024, have
criminal cases against them, and 171 (31%)
face serious criminal charges including
rape, murder, attempt to murder and
kidnapping. It added that chances of
winning for a candidate with a criminal
background was 15.4% as against just 4.4%
for a candidate with a clean background.
The Law Commission in 1999 and 2014,
and the EC on various occasions have
highlighted the need to curb the
criminalisation of politics. They have
recommended that even persons against
whom charges are framed by a competent
court for an offence that entails
punishment of more than five years
should not be allowed to contest
elections.

However, there has been no consensus
on this recommendation amongst
political parties considering the risk of its
misuse. As regards the current petition,
there may be convictions that do not
involve moral turpitude for which
permanent disqualification would be
inappropriate and disproportionate. With
respect to convictions for heinous crimes
and under statutes like the Prevention of
Corruption Act, there may be a case for
life time disqualification as it is directly
linked with probity in public life.

Meanwhile, the powers vested with the
EC for reducing or removing the period of
disqualification of a convicted person
should be reviewed by the court for its
constitutional validity.

Rangarajan. R is a former IAS officer
and author of ‘Polity Simplified’. Views
expressed are personal.

convicted persons contest elections?

F41 A sAfFaa F gorg a5 A IqAfT AT =AfRw?

The Supreme Court is hearing petitions filed by Ashwin Upadhyay
and others, seeking a lifetime ban on convicted persons from
contesting elections.

g F1E 3faer e 3K 3 G@rT g TfRwET f gaars =

THE GIST

v

Section 8(3) of the
Representation of the People
Act, 1951 (RP Act, 1951),
provides for the
disqualification of a person
convicted of a criminal offence
and sentenced to
imprisonment for not less than
two years.

A4

Petitioners argue that if a
convicted person is not eligible
for even a junior-grade
government job, how could
they become law makers six
years after serving their
sentence.

v

Areport by ADR states that 251
(46%) of the 543 elected MPs in
2024, have criminal cases
against them, and 171 (31%)
face serious criminal charges
including rape, murder,
attempt to murder and
kidnapping.
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What are the legal provisions?
FIesl YTaHTeT FAT 87

Section 8(3) of the Representation of the People Act, 1951 (RP Act, 1951), provides
for the disqualification of a person convicted of a criminal offence and sentenced
to imprisonment for not less than two years.

oo gfafaflea sfafawer, 1951 (RP Act, 1951) #r 9RT 8(3) F WK, Pt =afFa
Y 3rqRrer & anft SgT A 3R FFH A FH o A1 H o R W IEET
afva fFar sreem

Such a person is disqualified from contesting elections for a further period of six
years from the date of release.

T sgfdd S @ R A alfie @ 37 a8 991 d& g a5a F Qv ey
Tgamm|

Section 8(1) further stipulates that a person convicted under criminal laws for
heinous crimes like rape; the Protection of Civil Rights (PCR) Act for preaching or
practice of untouchability; UAPA for unlawful association; Prevention of
Corruption Act etc., will be disqualified irrespective of the period of their sentence
and six years after release.

4RT 8(1) Ig st AUIRT wtclt § & Iy A1 Fa saedR ST FTowT 3o,
ARR® HfUFR W10 ARAAIH (PCR) & d8d 3Td TIT F YGR AT 34,
e afafafr (Jum) sfafEs (UAPA) @1 sseemr faror siffaas S
et A gt 9T AT g, at 3@ @ A 3af fr waw Fe fEr ey ok
frar smeen 3 Rerd & T off o aut a& ey wam

What were past decisions?

e bua Far 97

The Supreme Court has delivered notable judgments in favour of the
decriminalisation of politics.

A FE 7 To=ifa F oefiFor F AFA F gaT F Ageaqer hwar o §

In the Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR) case (2002), it mandated the
disclosure of criminal records of all candidates contesting elections.

AT BR SARE RBAT (ADR) AW (2002) &, AT FE & Fara dsa arat

el 3FHlgart & s Reid &1 garar sfaar w3 =

In the CEC vs Jan Chaukidar case (2013), it upheld the creative interpretation of
the provisions of the RP Act, 1951 by the Patna High Court.
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CEC 9o Sfef SlhIGR ATAET (2013) &, AT FIE F YeaT FEFIE garT RP

Fffaaa, 1951 Y ITEaT FY AR il

One of the qualifications as per the Act to contest elections is that a person
should be an ‘elector.’

39 AR F AR Targ @37 A vF Aegar I8 ¢ F wfFa vF Faemar g
Tifge

Section 62(5) stipulates that a person in jail is not eligible to vote in elections.
URT 62(5) % AR, Sl H §¢ AFd AT A AdG F F AT AL gl

The court interpreted that persons who are under trial prisoners, therefore cease
to be ‘electors’ and hence not qualified to contest elections.

FIE T Ig A=A Y & I e anrea Fr § 3 AdqgEar 1 Ao F GE 3
3R safaT gamE @5 & AT A A

However, the Parliament amended the Act in 2013 to overturn this judgment
allowing under-trial prisoners to contest elections.

FAIfF, G & 2013 & 3@ A & gees & v yRRATA 7 waes v, o
et SRt 1 goe a5 A sepafa @a )
In Lily Thomas (2013), the court struck down Section 8(4) of the RP Act, 1951, that

allowed a sitting legislator to continue as a member even after being convicted if
they filed an appeal, as unconstitutional and against political justice.

forelt aterer ameem (2013) &, Fer F1E & RP fafas, 1951 #r arT 8(4) Fr
ydufas YT frar, Bad gt sgae av Rust # srdfia F@ W 9g W
T 1 Iegafa 715 dh FE 7 5@ ToEfaw AT F Baw A

After this judgment, a sitting legislator is disqualified immediately after the
sentencing for a conviction.

39 hae & ame, Rl o art sgue v Al Rure # wer goae 9w F Qi
e Iy A R Sar §

What about the Election Commission’s powers?

qATd 3T HY AfFaar w4 o

Section 11 of the RP Act, 1951 provides that the Election Commission (EC) may
remove any disqualification or reduce the period of disqualification of a convicted
person.

RP arfafasr, 1951 #t 4RT 11 % 3[AR, gara 3T (EC) fredt anft safaa #r
IANTTAT Y §ET WHAT § AT IHH ATAT 1 7AW A F7 F FHal g

It utilised this power in September 2019, to reduce the disqualification period of
Prem Singh Tamang, incumbent Chief Minister of Sikkim, from six years to 13
months which allowed him to contest and win a byelection.

A AT F RAdeR 2019 7 s@ afFd @1 39 frar sk RfFwa § adae
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FEgAat 9 g qaAnr f @vgar # afe A o7 a6 F gem 13 7T Fw e,
fore® 3¢ 3ugena asa AR Siaw Fr agAfa B 18

e It was a questionable decision of the EC to have reduced the disqualification

period of a person convicted under the Prevention of Corruption Act, considering
its various recommendations to curb criminalisation of politics.

g A9 AT F1 v Raerye @iy a1, w=ifE a8 v W@ safFa A s@egar #r
I F FA FA ¥ 371 o1, @ srserar fAaror sfafagsr & qga anlt segwm =
T, i Folta AT FF AT F FREAFOr F JFha F faw Awfer Fwar
T B

What is the current petition?

TAAT IIfRAST T 872

e The current petition seeks a lifetime ban on convicted persons from contesting
elections.

FAAT AT A SafFaal 9X g dsa 9¥ 3meiias gfaey aermer i AT FIA 2
e The petitioners argue that if a convicted person is not eligible for even ajunior-

grade government job, how could they become lawmakers six years after serving
their sentence?

TRFFART F1 aF ¢ & afy F15 et s=fFT & s T f Tl A &
foe sft arewr 3, &Y @8 wo @@ F F B A 96 RAUEE a1 qEg F O
T g7

e However, the Central government in an affidavit filed before the court in 2020 had
mentioned that MPs and MLAs are not bound by any ‘service conditions’ unlike

government servants, and hence the present disqualification period of six years
after serving the sentence is adequate.

TR, g TIBR o 2020 & 3HeTeld H SRR FAPAH H Fgl & FHe 3R Ruras
TR FAARA HT TE VAT AT F Ted JEI A, FAGC T @ FA & ¢ TF
T A 3G Y TAAT TS 94T g

e The Supreme Court has again sought the response of the Central government and
the EC on the current petition.

A FIE F 37 TMRAFT W Fg TEFR AR @ 30T (EC) ¥ NRT SIaT AT g
What can be the way forward?
T T TFAT FAT @Y HhdT 87

e Avreport by ADR states that 251 (46%) of the 543 elected MPs in 2024 have
criminal cases against them, and 171 (31%) face serious criminal charges
including rape, murder, attempt to murder, and kidnapping.
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ADR #r RulE & 3eWR, 2024 H T 7T 543 Wiwal & F 251 (46%) W ITofeF
A 3R 171 (31%) W TP, &1, AT & 9, 3 3rqgor 3 73R 3w
gl

o |t added that the chances of winning for a candidate with a criminal background
was 15.4% as against just 4.4% for a candidate with a clean background.

A€ & AR, ITRAF qeosfd ar 3Figar i Sfia v werEar 15.4% oY, sEfe
Taes Ofd ard 3FAIGaR #T Fael 4.4%|

e The Law Commission in 1999 and 2014, and the EC on various occasions have
highlighted the need to curb the criminalisation of politics.

FlE AANT A 1999 3R 2014 F 3R ema 3T (EC) A #§ Al W A=relifer &
ITRTEFIOT T vl T IMITITFHAT BT 3APR HATI

e They have recommended that even persons against whom charges are framed by
a competent court for an offence that entails punishment of more than five years
should not be allowed to contest elections.

3egia RAwRer it fF afe Bt gar srgrea qarT o wrer @ 3w At gor T
I & fAT IRT 77 e 1 §, A W AT F gA@ q5A Ay At ad §
Sl Tyl

e However, there has been no consensus on this recommendation amongst political
parties considering the risk of its misuse.

gIelifeh, TS GOUANT F YA F @A §C T ol & T 30 RAwReT |
F1$ HgAfT A o IS R

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper I11: Economy, Science & Technology,
Environment, Disaster Management, Internal Security)
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Atlas / g&ft 93t 3t Tgadas getEe 98 veaw fAFRd
HLar
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TIAT] Fell - &Ifcd W e Rarad
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Retail inflation eases to
five-month low of 4.31%

The rise in food prices slows for the third straight month to 6% in January; inflation for urban

consumers drops to 3.87%, below the RBI's 4% median target for inflation but edible oils spike

|GS Paper ll: Economy ]

Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

ndia’s retail inflation
l cooled to a five-month
low of 4.31% in Janu-
ary, from 5.22% in Decem-
ber 2024, and 5.1% a year
ago. The rise in food prices
has decelerated for the
third successive month to
6%, from 8.4% in the pre-
ceding month, but the
prices of edible oils and
fruits flared up sharply.
The price rise faced by
urban consumers in Janu-
ary dropped to 3.87%, be-
low the Central bank’s 4%
median target for inflation.
For rural consumers, price
rice remained above the
median target at 4.64%,
but down from Decem-
ber’s 5.8% rise.
The latest inflation fi-
gures were reported just
days after the Reserve

Downward trend

The chart shows 7
retail price inflation
(in %), measured by
the Consumer Price
Index, from April
2024 to January 5
2025. Retail inflation
fell to a five-month
low in January
2025, due to the
decline in the price

At 3.2% in Dec,,
P growth skids
to 4-month low

NEW DELHI

Growth in India’s Index of
Industrial Production (IIP)
dipped to a four-month low of
3.2% in December, with
manufacturing and mining
sectors rising just 3% and

rise of vegetables, 3 .
May July Sel Nov.  Jan .69 .
eggs, and pulses Yoy v 20;4 o 2.6%, respectively. » PAGE 13
Bank of India (RB) moveto ~ which could imply mild sure point for food infla-

slash interest rates by 0.25
percentage points last Fri-
day on the premise that in-
flation is declining and will
soften to 4.2% in 2025-26
while growth needs are
more pressing.

Rupee depreciation

The RBI has projected in-
flation to average 4.4% bet-
ween January to March,

spikes in the price rise
pace over this month and
the next. Economists have
flagged worries about im-
ported inflation as the ru-
pee’s depreciation could
weigh on the cost of items
like edible oils, fertilizers,
and petroleum.

“Over the past few
months, edible oil has
emerged as a major pres-

tion, impacted by high glo-
bal prices and import
duties. Since around 60%
of edible oil is imported,
the weakening currency al-
so adversely impacts its
price,” cautioned Dharma-
kirti Joshi, chief economist
at Crisil.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

Retail inflation eases to
five-month low of 4.31%

Gell AFhifa geay
9T #Aglet & foad TOX
4.31% 9 3T 3§

The rise in food prices slows for
the third straight month to 6% in
January; inflation for urban
consumers drops to 3.87%,
below the RBI's 4% median
target for inflation but edible
oils spike

Sl # @WieT eyt #r Hrerat
# e @mar ey #dA e
EIHY 6% 9T 3T I, AT
3gsFant & fav gerehifa
HeHT 3.87% I IS, S NEINS

¥ Haehfa & 4% taa a&7 § F ¢, Afver ey aat i feral F 3oTer 3w
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India’s retail inflation cooled to a five-month low of 4.31% in January, from 5.22% in
December 2024, and 5.1% a year ago.

HRT Y el AZINE Fa8 # 4.31% & T 7 & fga T aF v a8, o Raa
2024 & 5.22% 3T TF HIT g 5.1% oAt

e Therisein food prices has decelerated for the third successive month to 6%, from
8.4% in the preceding month.

e Al # FEfr MY TR AL 7 6% oo AT g a1g g, 5t oo A= 8.4%
oA

e However, the prices of edible oils and fruits flared up sharply.
gTelifen, @Ied aat 3R well T HAdT F I ¥ T g3

e The price rise faced by urban consumers in Januaryfiropped to 3.87%, below the
Central bank’s 4% median target for inflation.

STadr # gl 3usHiFant & v feral & 3B 3.87% aF R 8, ST Edw dF &

4% & ALY A8 A &

e For rural consumers, price rise remained above the median target at 4.64%, but down
from December’s 5.8% rise.

arftor 3usiEFarst & fov HrAdl # gefer 4.64% W F& W@, S ALY 96T F FW A,
oifereT et # 5.8% #it JEfr & e S|

e The latest inflation figures were reported just days after the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) moved to slash interest rates by 0.25 percentage points last Friday, on the
premise that inflation is declining and will soften to 4.2% in 2025-26 while growth needs
are more pressing.

AT FAEIMS 3HTehs AR Rord I (3elians) carT oo YFar 1 a1 a3 Fi
0.25 S 3% e & Fo & Rl a1 Ree fvw 1w, 75 Al go o #gems =e
W@ ¢ 3R 2025-26 F 4.2% s A @ el Saf e H TR 31w Ageayet
gl

e Rupee depreciation: The RBI has projected inflation to average 4.4% between

January to March, which could imply mild spikes in the price rise pace over this month
and the next.

FUAT HAHTA: HREHTE J STeTal & AT & T FEINS I AT 4.4% T@) T
AT START &, fHHd 580 A 3R 31Tel AR HIACAT F goehl TIALY 8 Hehell B

e Economists have flagged worries about imported inflation as the rupee’s depreciation
could weigh on the cost of items like edible oils, fertilizers, and petroleum.

HIRNTETAT o IrfAe AGIS 1 A [T Sarg &, Fife T4 & HqeedsT § @y
aall, 3EaRT, 3R Ffers ST a&g3it 1 A W dd I3 Fehell Bl

e “Over the past few months, edible oil has emerged as a major pressure point for food
inflation, impacted by high global prices and import duties.
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‘o o A H, e ad T HEINS & [0 Toh F&F gara faig oot 3817 8,
it 3o dREH Frarat AR IrATa et § gfad g3 g

Since around 60% of edible oil is imported, the weakening currency also adversely
impacts its price,” cautioned Dharmakirti Joshi, chief economist at Crisil.

FZifeh CaTeTIT 60% WIEH qeT AT ¢, FAAR gl AT SHh FHod W iclhel Fora

STefdl 8, Adraet &1 ehifet siveft &1, S fefer & e srdere 8

Birdwatchers and volunteers to
develop Hyderabad Bird Atlas

|GS Paper llI: Environment |

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

The exercise to develop
Hyderabad Bird Atlas is un-
der way with birdwatchers
along with volunteers
scanning different parts of
the city to map avian fau-
na. The Atlas is being deve-
loped to understand bird
distribution in the city,
monitor changes in their
population, identify im-
portant bird areas and in-
form authorities about
land use planning.

The three-year project
was rolled out on February
3, which will go on till Fe-
bruary 23. It will be con-
ducted in February (Win-
ter) and July (Summer) to
know birds which migrate
in winters. Summer helps

A mock-survey was conducted at Nehru Zoological Park in the city
to train participants about the basics of bird identification.

to know resident birds.

Prior to the launch, the
volunteers were trained in
the basics of bird identifi-
cation. A mock-survey was
conducted at Nehru Zoo-
logical Park in the city ear-
ly this month.

“Following the training
session, volunteers were
divided into smaller
groups consisting of two to

five members and assigned
to randomly selected sur-
vey regions across Hydera-
bad,” said Sriram Reddy,
core member of Hydera-
bad Birding Pals.

In the city, 180 survey
regions were identified for
the study. As of now, 51 out
of 180 regions were sur-
veyed and 170 bird species
were recorded.

Birdwatchers and
volunteers to develop
Hyderabad Bird Atlas

Development of Hyderabad Bird Atlas
Underway

YeETE 9% vedw FT R o« @Y

e  The exercise to develop Hyderabad
Bird Atlas is under way with
birdwatchers along with volunteers
scanning different parts of the city to map
avian fauna.

TEIE 9 TEAH & qHT HT HR T
@ ¢ s aSaed 3R E@adaF IR &

fafereer fewal & Thfeer Y | § arfer i@t & yenfaar Ag & 51 a5 |

e The Atlas is being developed to understand bird distribution in the city, monitor
changes in their population, identify important bird areas and inform authorities about
land use planning.

IE Tead e A iRt & Aaer B GHSA, 37T AATEIT H glel dTel SGoal $hr
TAIRTEN Yer, Agcaqet vaft aiE 1 ggare el 3R A IuAhr Aeenrd IR A
FRFRET F gaa &= & fov Fwfaa fear o @ &l

e The three-year project was rolled out on February 3, and will go on till February 23.

7 il AT T IREASTAT 3 HIG AT LT 3T AT, ST 23 B Ah Teld|

It will be conducted in February (Winter) and July (Summer) to know birds which

migrate in winters. Summer helps to know resident birds.
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7E SR (T 3R Speg () F Frar Seem A S gel aféEt F g €

3% IR H AFRRT e Ton| et A g7 Ty ofit FY e § Age Far B

e Prior to the launch, the volunteers were trained in the basics of bird identification.
dled ¥ Ugel, Faaade! o1 gaft ggaer & Ho @euial w gferer fgar awm

e A mock-survey was conducted at Nehru Zoological Park in the city early this month.
SH HEI T YT H AT & Ag® WOt 3eaqrer # Ater 7 fowar a2

o “Following the training session, volunteers were divided into smaller groups consisting

of two to five members and assigned to randomly selected survey regions across
Hyderabad,” said Sriram Reddy, core member of Hyderabad Birding Pals.

“IfRIGTOT W & dTE, TIAATR H BIC gl A dier A7 T & @ o qeE T ¥ 3R
3¢ gavaTg & faffieer &t 7 qdator & fav gea frar o=, g1 s T,
PeETE AfE IoH o HET HeEd|

¢ Inthe city, 180 survey regions were identified for the study.
U H, HLITT & AT 180 AIETOT 81T Ugdl=l 1T |
e As of now, 51 out of 180 regions were surveyed and 170 bird species were recorded.

3T deh, 180 A ¥ 51 &¥3T 1 gdeTor fhar arar 3R 170 gaft wenfaat gor i TS|
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Nuclear energy — dangerous concessions on liability

[GS Paper Il Energy |

n the Union Budget speech on February 1,
the Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
announced the government’s intention to
take up “amendments to the Atomic
Energy Act and the Civil Liability for Nuclear
Damage Act....” This announcement is likely to
please Washington, where successive
administrations have been unhappy that the law
places some minimal responsibilities on nuclear
manufacturers in the event of an accident. But, in
India, any move to indemnify suppliers should be
a matter of serious concern since this could
undermine nuclear safety.

Moreover, the reactors that the American
government is pushing India to buy are extremely
expensive and their import makes no sense on
economic grounds.

Any nuclear reactor carries the risk of
accidents — some of which, such as the multiple
reactor meltdowns at Fukushima, Japan, in 2011,
can be catastrophic. Such a disaster affects three
parties: the victims, the operator of the nuclear
plant (which, in India, is likely to be the public
sector company, Nuclear Power Corporation of
India Limited or NPCIL) and its supplier, which
might be a large multinational corporation.

Following the Bhopal gas disaster (1984) the
Supreme Court of India ruled, in 1986, in the
Delhi Oleum gas leak case, that any enterprise
engaged in a hazardous activity is “absolutely
liable” for harm suffered by the victims. However,
in 2010, the United Progressive Alliance (UPA)
government created a special law for nuclear
accidents that diluted this principle. Under this
law, primary liability is channelled to the
operator and capped at 31,500 crore.

This is unfair to victims because the economic
damage caused by an accident can be much
higher. The Japan Center for Economic Research
estimated that the eventual cleanup costs of the
Fukushima disaster could range from ¥35 trillion
to ¥80 trillion (or 20 lakh crore to ¥46 lakh
crore) — more than a thousand times the cap on
operator liability in the Indian law.

Assigning responsibility

Despite this gross mismatch, the law did have one
slightly redeeming feature. Under pressure from
civil society groups and the political opposition,
the UPA government was forced to include a
clause called the “right of recourse”. This allows
the operator to recoup compensation paid to
victims from the supplier if the accident was
caused by “supply of equipment ... with patent or
latent defects or sub-standard services”.

Because of the historical monopoly enjoyed by
U.S. nuclear companies, liability laws in many
other countries lack this feature. Instead, they
completely indemnify suppliers. This simply
reflects the influence of powerful corporations
and is not based on a scientific analysis of

Nuclear energy — dangerous concessions on liability

M.V. Ramana

is a physicist with the
Coalition for Nuclear
Disarmament and
Peace (CNDP)

Suvrat Raju
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Coalition for Nuclear
Disarmament and
Peace (CNDP)

The line in the
Union Budget
on the intent to
amend the Civil
Liability for
Nuclear
Damage Act
should be a
matter of
serious concern

previous accidents. In fact, design defects have
played a role in every major accident to date. A
weakness in the Mark I containment used in the
reactors at Fukushima contributed to that
accident. This defect was flagged as early as 1972,
when a U.S. Atomic Energy Commission official
warned that General Electric (GE), the reactor’s
designer, had used “data from tests not
applicable to accident conditions” in safety
assessments. The official recommended that
“such designs not be accepted for construction
permits” in the future. GE simply brushed aside
this concern and, because it is indemnified by the
Japanese liability regime, has not paid anything
for the Fukushima accident.

Indemnity removes any direct economic
incentive for suppliers to ensure reactor safety
once a sale is completed. This is not a
hypothetical concern. Following the 1979
accident at Three Mile Island, the Kemeny
Commission established by the U.S. government
noted that Babcock & Wilcox, the supplier of the
reactor, had identified a safety hazard in an
“earlier accident, bearing strong similarities to
the one at Three Mile Island”. Even though an
engineer at the company had “urged, in the
strongest terms, that clear instructions be passed
on to the operators” to mitigate this hazard, the
supplier failed to do so.

Backtracking on progress

Nuclear suppliers were furious at the idea that
they might have to pay for accidents in India. To
appease these companies, the UPA government
made farcical attempts to dilute the right of
recourse, both during and after the
parliamentary debates on the law. This led the
Bharatiya Janata Party leader Arun Jaitley to write
that a “leopard never changes its spots.”

However, after assuming power, the National
Democratic Alliance government has pursued
precisely the same policy of prioritising nuclear
corporations over potential victims. Following
U.S. President Barack Obama’s visit to India in
2015, the Ministry of External Affairs issued a set
of “frequently asked questions” downplaying the
operator’s right of recourse, and disingenuously
suggesting that it could be bypassed using a
contractual arrangement between the supplier
and the NPCIL.

These machinations have not satisfied U.S.
suppliers who are unwilling to expose themselves
to any legal hazard in India. Their concerns are
easy to guess. Although the current liability cap is
low, a future government might rationalise it to
reflect the true cost of an accident, exposing
these companies to large financial risks.
Moreover, accepting even minimal liability in
India endangers their cosy arrangements in other
countries where they have successfully
demanded complete indemnity.

Finally, if the liability law mandates an
assessment of the supplier’s culpability, this
might allow victims to hold corporate executives
to account using criminal laws in the event of a
disaster.

U.S. officials have actively lobbied on behalf of
these politically influential companies. The
outgoing U.S. Ambassador to India, Eric Garcetti,
recently indicated that he had been in touch with
leaders from both the ruling party and the
Opposition in an effort to have the law amended.
He also lamented that U.S. corporations had been
unable to sell a single reactor to India nearly two
decades after the U.S.-India Civil Nuclear
Agreement. However, this has allowed India to
avert a costly mistake as the troubled track record
of these reactors in their home country shows.

The leading American reactor design on offer
is called the AP1000. Electric utility companies
commenced construction on four such reactors
in the U.S. Two of these reactors, in South
Carolina, were abandoned after repeated delays
and cost escalations even though more than $9
billion had already been spent. Two other
reactors, in Georgia, were completed at an
eye-popping cost of $36.8 billion, over 250% of
the $14 billion estimate provided at the start of
construction.

These high costs translate to expensive
electricity. Even taking into account lower labour
costs in India, the cost of electricity from such
reactors would be several times higher than
competing sources as the writers of this article
showed in a 2013 study in the Economic & Political
Weekly. Small modular reactor designs, such as
those offered by the U.S.s NuScale Power
corporation, are likely to be even less economical
since they lose out on “economies of scale”.

Hollow safety claims
The debate on liability also exposes the
exaggerated safety claims made by suppliers.
Westinghouse claims that a large release of
radiation from an AP1000 reactor would happen
only once in 50 million years. If reactors are so
safe, why would nuclear vendors take extreme
precautions to protect themselves from the
consequences of an accident? If companies such
as Westinghouse recognise that the risk of an
accident is real and are unwilling to risk financial
losses, why should Indian citizens who live near a
reactor be willing to risk their lives and property?
Prime Minister Narendra Modi projects an
image of a strong global leader. However, the
government’s announcement on the liability law
is a revealing commentary on that message.
When faced with pressure from the U.S.
government, which puts the profits of U.S.
corporations above all else, Mr. Modi’s
government seems unable to stand up for the
basic rights and the safety of Indians.
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AT FaT - gIffcd T Tl NI

R

Amendments to Atomic Energy Act and Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage Act

weifie Telt tae AR Rfaa afRfed vk fFaaw SAe wae # wutua

In the Union Budget speech on February 1, the Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman announced the government's intention to take up “amendments to the
Atomic Energy Act and the Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage Act.”

1 BIEd 1 T Jore Avor # g 7= Asfer farAT 3 WER & “veiAs Taslt
e 3R Rifde aaRed v e 39 we d v & & 50 & g
cof

This announcement is likely to please Washington, where successive administrations
have been unhappy that the law places some minimal responsibilities on nuclear
manufacturers in the event of an accident.

Ig ENVUTT ST T THewT F Fehell §, o161 oFNAR FHN 38 Il o ATG W §
foF a5 FIoT ~gfFeAR AT N gHea & T §o wgeiae eEAaRar s gl
But, in India, any move to indemnify suppliers should be a matter of serious concern
since this could undermine nuclear safety.

ifehet, TR &, IMYftFAT3T T FATEST S T IS #7 HIAR FfFeraT FI&T Al
AR P Tohd! ¢ 3R Ig MR [ar &1 fawa g anfgu)

Moreover, the reactors that the American government is pushing India to buy are
extremely expensive and their import makes no sense on economic grounds.

3HG 3olTdT, 7 Ruaed St AN WFR 9IRT H TWled & T Wicafegd < @ &, T
Icafted Aga § 3R 39 3mad anfie TREROT A FS 3 T W

Any nuclear reactor carries the risk of accidents — some of which, such as the
multiple reactor meltdowns at Fukushima, Japan, in 2011, can be catastrophic.

s o gfFeray Rusret geieasil 1 TRT d 31T § — o @ Fo, S8 ppiaa,
ST H 2011 # g% vhifas Ruaer Aecs3a, ARy & Iad &l

o]
Such a disaster affects three parties: the victims, the operator of the nuclear plant
(NPCIL in India), and its supplier, which might be a large multinational corporation.

U Toh HTIET oliet Talt @l gerfad aar §: A, SgfFeaw cae & e (IRa #

NPCIL) #R gae rqfdehd, s T 991 qgrsgid el & dhcl &l

Following the Bhopal gas disaster (1984), the Supreme Court of India ruled, in 1986,
in the Delhi Oleum gas leak case, that any enterprise engaged in a hazardous activity
is “absolutely liable” for harm suffered by the victims.

srarer 3w gHeaT (1984) F dTe, AR F T FE 71 1986 A feelt snfaas dw =
AHA H g 0T fear 6 g o Teur S @eRars afafafer A dfocd 8, a8 “qf
e ¥ Fwaer giof, ot off fifgat st agehar gram|
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e However, in 2010, the United Progressive Alliance (UPA) government created a
special law for nuclear accidents that diluted this principle.

glefifeh, 2010 &, FATSeS NATAT HARIH (UPA) THR o wfFeray gUe3i & v e
4 wiefet s fSeer 58 et # wasiR

e Under this law, primary liability is channeled to the operator and capped at ¥1,500

crore.
SH el & dad, AT HFATRY 3R a1 & J1dr § 3R 58 1,500 F03 dh
AT fFar arar g

e This is unfair to victims because the economic damage caused by an accident can be
much higher.
7g difgal & fov sreamaqet & Fifeh qriea @ gl arer AfiF FJeharT Sga 31U &
Hehel Bl

e The Japan Center for Economic Research estimated that the eventual cleanup costs
of the Fukushima disaster could range from ¥35 trillion to ¥80 trillion (or ¥20 lakh
crore to ¥46 lakh crore) — more than a thousand times the cap on operator liability in
the Indian law.

FTITT HeX BR FHlAT RS NG o AT fham T FHRAT HraaT & eventual AH-
TGS & TF ¥35 RfSwer @ ¥80 R (31 220 9@ F05 & 246 a1@ FU3) & T
& — o ARAT FT F TR Tl & Ho F goart o HfAw ¢

o Despite this gross mismatch, the law did have one slightly redeeming feature.
S0 AR AT & Sao[G, Hlefel H Ueh UST A FUNH Tge] AT

e Under pressure from civil society groups and the political opposition, the UPA
government was forced to include a clause called the “right of recourse”.

ATIRE FATS Fegl 3R Aoreiifad [{9sT & a9 &, UPA SR HT “WFT 3H1H 1w
SATHE Teh Fellol AMACT Fel & foIv FHsfgy fomar mm|

e This allows the operator to recoup compensation paid to victims from the supplier if
the accident was caused by “supply of equipment... with patent or latent defects or
sub-standard services.”

Ig AT 1 Irqfelaar & NSt it QU 70 Fq3masr A awqel F¥a 1 AT &dr §
3R G “FUHIOT Y Hqfet... THH Ue o1 oo AV A7 HI-FE3S FAC & FHROT
&S 8l

e Because of the historical monopoly enjoyed by U.S. nuclear companies, liability laws
in many other countries lack this feature.

.ud. gfFeaay FfAdl o Ao UagfF wHfOFR & HRoT, 3 37 g2 A
fSFACRY & @efsil # Tg 9ge] e ol

e Instead, they completely indemnify suppliers, which simply reflects the influence of
powerful corporations and is not based on a scientific analysis of previous accidents.

3Hd do1, T g e A AqfIFast H1 AT o §, S oo afFaeme Fafaar &
yaTE 1 G2 § IR T§ qF griesit & A faredwor ov smenria @7 2
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In fact, design defects have played a role in every major accident to date.

a3, fBATEe AW A 31 I YAF 93 Fed A fAF S B

A weakness in the Mark 1 containment used in the reactors at Fukushima contributed
to that accident.

TEHRATH RUFRT & sTaAT v AU A 1 Fadc H FAAN o 37 gled # AerereT
feami

This defect was flagged as early as 1972, when a U.S. Atomic Energy Commission
official warned that General Electric (GE), the reactor’s designer, had used “data from
tests not applicable to accident conditions” in safety assessments.

$H A $1 1972 H ugdl & RTTd fhar a=r or, 59 v 3o, weifds vesit Fare
& SRR A el & At T Seer gafded (GE), o Ruaex &1 Basax or, o
++RETT Fedichel H “THT ST & 3TN ThAT AT St gHeaT BAfadh W o] =7gr &
Indemnity removes any direct economic incentive for suppliers to ensure reactor
safety once a sale is completed.

3T mqfelwaist & forv Ruaer geam glaRea et & fow 15 of dur anfds
YieATe=T T &l &, 519 U foshT g & e &l

Following the 1979 accident at Three Mile Island, the Kemeny Commission
established by the U.S. government noted that Babcock & Wilcox, the supplier of the
reactor, had identified a safety hazard in an “earlier accident” that had strong
similarities to the one at Three Mile Island.

1979#%ﬁma13$f3w§égémé;m,{gw.m{ammm
FHRE A g e fmar & dewie Ak Rewiad, St Ruaet & smqfdedr 9, 8 &
qHeaT # Ueh GIaT @all Ggalel A1 St ff ASer 3Mgds arel g & §&d FHAATS

IgGdr ATl

Even though an engineer at the company had “urged, in the strongest terms, that clear
instructions be passed on to the operators” to mitigate this hazard, the supplier failed to
do so.

gTelifoh Uil & Th SofaAdX of ‘UG TG sl H Ig Tl o&F A 5 50 TR FT &7
F & v el @t wase fader e s, afeset smqfderdr & dar 78

Backtracking on Progress

wIrfa # geled

Nuclear suppliers were furious at the idea that they might have to pay for accidents in
India.

“gfFeray 3MYfciendt 38 faR @ 80 # & &% 3¢ %R # guea3i & fav gara=
$LAT IS TehdT ¢l

To appease these companies, the UPA government made farcical attempts to dilute the
right of recourse, both during and after the parliamentary debates on the law.
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S YAl I A Il & U, UPA BIFR o “UFE IHTE IR BT HAAR el T
gREATETe, HIRALT 6, e I Flefed W HHCT T6d F SRIA g1 AT 38 I

o This led the Bharatiya Janata Party leader Arun Jaitley to write that a “leopard never
changes its spots.”

% HRUT HARAT FAdT T & 1T 31¥0T Aee o for@r ok “dal & o wefl a7
IEad |’

o However, after assuming power, the National Democratic Alliance government has
pursued precisely the same policy of prioritising nuclear corporations over potential
victims.

gTllfoh, AT & 3T & dIG, TSI FAdIAD ISTUT FIHR o Slh dgl Alfd JIATS
e =gfFerax Fufaat & ganfad Afsat w arafawar & s

e Following U.S. President Barack Obama'’s visit to India in 2015, the Ministry of
External Affairs issued a set of “frequently asked questions” downplaying the

operator’s right of recourse, and disingenuously suggesting that it could be bypassed
using a contractual arrangement between the supplier and the NPCIL.

2015 #F AR Iegufy & darAT F oRa AR F a1, fPAger FAew TR BT
ST gTer WaTAl” &l Tk d¢ SR fRar foae 3iTaeT & “Wse 316 3" 3 A
#gca foar aran 3R ¥g gewa o awn 6 @ smyfeferat 3l NPCIL & o e

SIGEAT T bypass FAT ST T &l

e These machinations have not satisfied U.S. suppliers who are unwilling to expose
themselves to any legal hazard in India.

SoT TSIl o J.UH. IMfiFaiait I Hse gl fham § S R # fohalr off sregeh
@A § e F 3APR F F TR 7L 2
e Their concerns are easy to guess.
3eTeh TRIATC AT ol H 3TaT g
o Although the current liability cap is low, a future government might rationalise it

to reflect the true cost of an accident, exposing these companies to large
financial risks.

oA fAFAER @7 orel & A 8, A sifasy & #I$ WAR 38 gelear Hr
3Tl ot @l &l & fAT 4ot AJfrd X Fehell 8, TST@d o1 shufarai &r
g3 e @AY 1 THAT AT 95 bl ol

o Moreover, accepting even minimal liability in India endangers their cosy
arrangements in other countries where they have successfully demanded
complete indemnity.

SH& 3TelTal, 9 # Fg deh o gaan el FaR e o0& 3w ol
# INHASTS TEAT I Wk H STel Tohll &, ST Sogiel HBeldTqdeh o
HITESAT T AL T g

o Finally, if the liability law mandates an assessment of the supplier’s
culpability, this might allow victims to hold corporate executives to account
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using criminal laws in the event of a disaster.
3a A, i e e arqfdear @ flefer w1 Fedinad Har g, o T8
Sl @ PraRe FfAFRAT A 39T & 7T FIAF Fh@! & d6d GFAGR
B T IHTATT & Hebell B
U.S. officials have actively lobbied on behalf of these politically influential companies.
.09, HAFR 5 Tofellicr T § FeAaATel Ul & 9a7 H ihd & § olel T
® &
The outgoing U.S. Ambassador to India, Eric Garcetti, recently indicated that he had

been in touch with leaders from both the ruling party and the Opposition in an effort to
have the law amended.

AR A oW, & faas o arer oy, TR aIRfé, & g & & "t T & ag
Flelel A HAMET FAGT & YA H ATHF ol iR RAqer At & Admsit & dus 7
He also lamented that U.S. corporations had been unable to sell a single reactor to
India nearly two decades after the U.S.-India Civil Nuclear Agreement.

3egiel Ig o ITFEIH SIATT 6 Z.uw. FUfadl ,0H.-0Rd AR GA] THST &
STHAT &Y & aTe T HRA &l Teh 87 Ruarex F7gh 9° Fehl|

However, this has allowed India to avert a costly mistake as the troubled track record of
these reactors in their home country shows.

gTeTifoh, 391 HRA Pl Teh HgIT el & Sdel ol HAlpr AT Fifer go1 RUFT Fr
e &1 H wedqu Reis @ &
The leading American reactor design on offer is called the AP1000.

U W HIY v AN ReFex BAmse 1 AP1000 FgT ST &

o Electric utility companies commenced construction on four such reactors in
the U.S.

gafees gRfad Fufaaia gow. & W av Ruged W AT a7 & o)

o Two of these reactors, in South Carolina, were abandoned after repeated
delays and cost escalations even though more than $9 billion had already
been spent.

5o Ruaedl # ¥ 2, a3y FAfean 7, I-aR & iR v # geforF o o
feu 71T, Srefeh gge €1 $9 Rfee @ sifte @< & g

o Two other reactors, in Georgia, were completed at an eye-popping cost of $36.8
billion, over 250% of the $14 billion estimate provided at the start of
construction.

ar 3= Rueex, SAtforar #, i $36.8 foas F7 {0 FT arelr deErd R QT
feram aram, S faor B 3nd # few 1T $14 faferTe & 3FAT & 250%
3R |

These high costs translate to expensive electricity.

gl 3T oAl &l Adds ¢ #Agal Rsrel|
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Even taking into account lower labour costs in India, the cost of electricity from
such reactors would be several times higher than competing sources as the
writers of this article showed in a 2013 study in the Economic & Political
Weekly.

AR A 4 FFTd B FA SO A @A g, W Ruged @ oot & aera
gfaeatdl Gl & &g I 3w gl SiET % 58 o@ & @l o 2013 F
YT H SPANAS US Ulfoliehel dipell &§ E@MT

Small modular reactor designs, such as those offered by the U.S.’s NuScale

Power corporation, are likely to be even less economical since they lose out on
“‘economies of scale”.

AT AlggeR Ruaex Bomew, S & .w@. A NuScale 9y et garT
gEdiad, e AR ¢ A 3w g Fifh I 3R fr cgaeanit &
e & I B

Hollow safety claims
Grgelt gaT e
The debate on liability also exposes the exaggerated safety claims made by suppliers.

Ay W agd o 3Myfciehai3i garT fohu arw JfeRfSia FRetm arat T 3SR X

gl

o

Westinghouse claims that a large release of radiation from an AP1000 reactor
would happen only once in 50 million years.

AfTEME3H &7 grar & 6 AP1000 Rugex & Y &mr & Iswea &1 Relst aaer
50 fAfereT aut & v ar & gl

If reactors are so safe, why would nuclear vendors take extreme precautions to
protect themselves from the consequences of an accident?

3R NuFed 3ot FRAT &, af ~gFerR s goear & aRomAr & s=a &
forT rcafae aaueET Far sRaere?
If companies such as Westinghouse recognise that the risk of an accident is

real and are unwilling to risk financial losses, why should Indian citizens who
live near a reactor be willing to risk their lives and property?

I sufardl S8 & AREe3w I8 A= § T giea & @au aeafas §
AR 9 3fAF JHuT & SITEH HT TDR AT BT A, ol 4T AR F
AR, St Ruaer & 99 wa &, 3796 o 3K gufd & @R & sl &

foT R g

Prime Minister Narendra Modi projects an image of a strong global leader.

YUTAHA AYg AN Ueh Holqd dfRder Sar 1 ofd J&dd A &

However, the government’s announcement on the liability law is a revealing commentary
on that message.

glefifeh, THR aRT HFAGRY &Flefed W HT 9715 =IO 3§ el W Toh vose feoqofy

gl
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e When faced with pressure from the U.S. government, which puts the profits of U.S.
corporations above all else, Mr. Modi’s government seems unable to stand up for the
basic rights and the safety of Indians.

SIS .U, TIFR & Calld T FHAT el TsT, Sl L.UH. FAfAdl & FoArh o Fefr =it
¥ IR @A &, A A B TWER HRAAT & FiAar) iRy 3R 3o geam s
foT @2 g g5 ¥ e &t

Budgeting for a gender-inclusive “Viksit Bharat

GS Paper |: Socle

he Union Budget 202526 emphasises the
T government’s commitment to inclusive

development, balanced growth and
prioritising the well-being of four key population
groups: the poor, youth, farmers, and women. In
a welcome announcement, the Finance Minister
set forth a holistic vision for Viksit Bharat (or
Developed India) with ‘zero poverty, universal
good quality school education, 100% skilled
labour with meaningful employment, 70%
women in economic activities, and India as the
food basket of the world.” The explicit inclusion of
women as a priority group within this national
development framework is commendable and
reinforces the government’s pledge towards
women-led development.

Gender budget allocation

One of the most notable advancements in the
Budget is the increase in the gender budget to
8.8% of the total Budget, a significant jump from
6.8% in the previous year. This is the highest
allocation in two decades, with ¥4.49 lakh crore
spread across 49 Union Ministries and
departments. It reflects a strong commitment to
creating a more supportive and empowering
environment for women and girls. Further
strengthening this commitment, 12 additional
central Ministries — many from non-conventional
sectors such as railways, ports, shipping and
waterways, land resources, pharmaceuticals, and
food processing industries — have integrated
gender budgets, reflecting a whole-of-government
approach to gender mainstreaming.

As in the Periodic Labour Force Survey, India’s
female labour force participation rate (FLFPR)
measured at usual status has steadily risen,
reaching approximately 42% in 2023-24 from 33%
in 2021-22, This is approaching the global average
of 47%, as reported by the International Labour
Organisation. However, a 37-percentage point gap
remains when compared to men’s labour force
participation of 79%. Achieving the ambitious
target of 70% women's participation in economic
activities by 2047 necessitates increased
investment in skilling, employment,

Susan Ferguson
is Country

Representative at
UN Women India

Gender-
responsive
budgeting can
help India’s
women (o
become key
drivers of
national growth

entrepreneurship, access to productive
resources, and social security entitlements —
areas that the Budget has acknowledged through
its various schemes. Key initiatives such as the
Skill India Programme, Entrepreneurship and
Skill Development Programme (ESDP), National
Skill Training Institutes, Deendayal Antyodaya
Yojana-National Rural Livelihoods Mission
(DAY-NRLM), the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS), PM
Employment Generation Programme, PM
Vishwakarma, and Krishonnati Yojana have seen
a combined increased allocation from %1.19 lakh
crore to 1.24 lakh crore this year. Approximately
52% of these funds are directed toward women
and girls. Additionally, new schemes such as the
Prime Minister Dhan-Dhaanya Krishi Yojana,
first-time entrepreneurs’ scheme, sustainable
livelihood for urban workers initiative, and
Centres of Excellence for Make in India, will play
a critical role in fostering women’s workforce
participation.

A focus on gig workers

With 90% of India’s working women engaged in
the informal sector, the Budget’s proposal to
formalise gig workers by issuing identity cards
and registering them on the e-Shram portal is a
significant step. This initiative has the potential to
empower millions of women by providing them
with formal identity, access to social security
entitlements, and financial inclusion benefits.

While the gig economy has offered women
financial independence and flexible work
arrangements, it often comes with low wages, job
insecurity, and a lack of employment rights,
including maternity benefits. The enforcement of
labour codes and the provision of comprehensive
social security measures, including progressive
parental entitlements across informal and formal
sectors, will be critical to ensure women’s
economic security.

The establishment of a Centre of Excellence on
Artificial Intelligence (Al) for the education sector
and a dedicated ¥600 crore gender budget under
the India Al Mission, demonstrate the

government's intent to harness Al for social good.
As technological advancements redefine the
future of work, investing in digital education,
skills, and enterprise training for women will be
imperative to ensuring equitable outcomes in the
workforce and benefits for the entire economy.

A diversity of economic roles

Financial institutions must recognise women'’s
diverse economic roles, particularly in
agriculture, entrepreneurship, and employment.
For example, simplifying documentation
requirements for economic and social security
provisions, such as delinking Kisan Credit Cards
from land ownership, would help women farmers
avail loans and credit facilities that they can use
to improve crop yields, productivity and expand
their agricultural and allied operations. Tracking
access and usage of such schemes through
gender-disaggregated data would further
enhance their effectiveness.

As per the government’s Udyam portal, 20.5%
of the micro, small and medium enterprises are
women-owned employing about 27 million
people. Unlocking finance for women-owned
enterprises through collateral-free loans,
alternative credit scoring models, and targeted
financial literacy programmes will catalyse
economic growth. Bain and Company, and
Google, claim that establishing 30 million
additional women-owned businesses could
generate 150-170 million jobs, accounting for over
25% of the job creation needed for India’s
working-age population by 2030.

Budget 2025-26 provides a robust foundation
for advancing women’s economic participation.
Realising the vision of Viksit Bharat requires
sustained efforts in policy implementation,
infrastructure development, and social norm
transformation. By ensuring gender-responsive
budgeting, strengthened social protection, and by
fostering a labour market which includes both
women and men, India can pave the way for
women to become key drivers of national growth,
ultimately achieving the ambitious target of 70%
women in economic activities by 2047,

Budgeting for a gender-inclusive ‘Viksit Bharat’

fer-gaael Rl yRa & T T9¢ 9T
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The Union Budget 2025-26
T g9I€ 2025-26

The Union Budget 2025-26 emphasises the government’s commitment to inclusive
development, balanced growth and prioritising the well-being of four key population
groups: the poor, youth, farmers, and women.

e dofc 2025-26 THR 1 gAML A, aqfaa geftr 3ik ar voq@ shrae
gl & hoAror — I, Farat, fhare, iR afgensit — i rufASdr e i gfdseyar
T XGifhd T &

The Finance Minister set forth a holistic vision for Viksit Bharat (or Developed India)
with:

fad 7= A AT sna (ar sfa sra) & fav gaer effewior yeqa e, Saa
A &
o Zero poverty,
T T,
o Universal good quality school education,
wraslfAE 3red quraar arelt TR e,
o 100% skilled labour with meaningful employment,

100% Ferer 4\ IR wrdw A9,
o 70% women in economic activities,
awfds afafRfat & 70% Afey,
o India as the food basket of the world.
HRT F GfAAT FT WIe HSR TATaAT |
The explicit inclusion of women as a priority group within this national development

framework is commendable and reinforces the government’s pledge towards women-
led development.

50 U faery o & Afgensit & teh GrAfAshdr ¥Hg & §7 A aiffAe e
TENT ¢ 3R Tg TR A Afer Aqea arer R A ufdaeydr & #sea war
gl

Gender Budget Allocation
foeT so1e 3maea

One of the most notable advancements in the Budget is the increase in the gender
budget to 8.8% of the total Budget, a significant jump from 6.8% in the previous year.

golc H TeH HgcdquT Yorfd I & o folar qote & el sofe 1 8.8% X feam o g,
St o A1 & 6.8% ¥ Teh Hecaqul Jaier g

This is the highest allocation in two decades, with %4.49 lakh crore spread across 49
Union Ministries and departments.
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Jamet &7 o g1

o It reflects a strong commitment to creating a more supportive and empowering
environment for women and girls.

g Afgemsit i asfFal & v v 310 @gre 3R A ardaReT s & v
T Asqd ufaeeydr H geifdr gl

e Further strengthening this commitment, 12 additional central Ministries — many from
non-conventional sectors such as railways, ports, shipping, waterways, land
resources, pharmaceuticals, and food processing industries — have integrated
gender budgets, reflecting a whole-of-government approach to gender
mainstreaming.

58 yfdeeydr & AR A A gU, 12 FfaRed S #areat — Fad @ &3
wrfder seei @ § — & [ seew arfAe far g, St fofr A a9e & o
TR AT FHI TOCHIUT Pl GATT

e India’s female labour force participation rate (FLFPR) measured at usual status has
steadily risen, reaching approximately 42% in 2023-24 from 33% in 2021-22.

FRA $r ARG #f@AF I WY & (FLFPR) @rdaeT Bufa & ard a1 §, St 2021-

22 # 33% ¥ dGHh 2023-24 H SIETHIT 42% dh q-g?r IS Bl

e This is approaching the global average of 47%, as reported by the International Labour
Organisation.

g FAUATT AT AT gaRT RUIE fhT 31T 47% & 3Ras 3T & =9 gl

o« However, a 37-percentage point gap remains when compared to men’s labour force
participation of 79%.

greiifeh, gout it HfAF aor HENERY (79%) & Hhrael 37 GfAerd 3l &7 3Ha 37efr o
T E37 &

o Achieving the ambitious target of 70% women’s participation in economic activities by
2047 necessitates increased investment in skilling, employment, entrepreneurship,

access to productive resources, and social security entitlements — areas that the
Budget has acknowledged through its various schemes.

2047 ds i+ afafRAfeat & Afgeat Fr e F1 70% JeT g1ffd = & AT
PRI R, SR, SEIACT, ScTlesh FATUEl aF 969, 3R Fraifod Jeam amil &
aﬁ?ﬁ%rﬁwm%-%ﬁmﬁmﬁﬁ%ﬁm&ﬁ%mmﬁ
R fhar gl

e Key initiatives such as the Skill India Programme, Entrepreneurship and Skill
Development Programme (ESDP), National Skill Training Institutes, Deendayal
Antyodaya Yojana-National Rural Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NRLM), the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS), PM
Employment Generation Programme, PM Vishwakarma, and Krishonnati Yojana
have seen a combined increased allocation from ¥1.19 lakh crore to ¥1.24 lakh crore
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this year.

YHE Ugdl o8 e 33T Fdwa, seafaar ik shre e F@%F (ESDP),

T Hierer gfAaTor FEUT, et AT ASTAT-ISET JTHAT ITSifIHT ere
(DAY-NRLM), #gTeAT el I grafior o9 aIRE Aster (MGNREGS), fius
VR ForeT FrHA, fioar feawat, 3 FRse=fa Ao 5@ av21.19 aw =03
T 9 ¥1.24 AT FO3 HT HIF 3Taca TFel g

Approximately 52% of these funds are directed toward women and girls.

SoT Whal T SI9THET 52% e Afgenait 3k asfal v 3k R fFar sm=r g
Additionally, new schemes such as the Prime Minister Dhan-Dhaanya Krishi Yojana,
first-time entrepreneurs’ scheme, sustainable livelihood for urban workers

initiative, and Centres of Excellence for Make in India, will play a critical role in
fostering women’s workforce participation.

SHS N, 7S Ao S TUTTH U-Ued FY Foret, Tgel IR 3FfAat & faw
Iiere, et AfAH & fav Tl smehfasr gge, 3R AF 3 3f3ar & fow 3cpsear
Fg, Afgenst #r 47w gor smeliedy 1 gor@ar ¢ A Ayl AT TN |

A focus on gig workers

frer sfAF o eue FRT FET

With 90% of India’s working women engaged in the informal sector, the Budget’s
proposal to formalise gig workers by issuing identity cards and registering them on
the e-Shram portal is a significant step.

HRT T F1HESST ARG 71 90% IFAtTaREF T F HoldaT g, oie HT JE&arg T
AP ) IgAT 9T S FF 3R 37¢ -4F7 T W GoiiaoT X igaries aa=r
Tsh Fgcaqul FeH gl

This initiative has the potential to empower millions of women by providing them with
formal identity, access to social security entitlements, and financial inclusion
benefits.

g gl oGl Afgen3it & Atqaie ggarer, aenfas geam et 3R Al gamaee
et & HIETH q FUFA ToAld T AT @l &

While the gig economy has offered women financial independence and flexible work
arrangements, it often comes with low wages, job insecurity, and a lack of
employment rights, including maternity benefits.

Stafer T srfegarar & A3t & 3nfiew FTadwar 3 adiet HHASE sgaeT H
UM T §, TG IFAT FA AT, USIR IFaT, 3R AR 3w RE 1 vell & @y
3l 8, re# Ao omy oft afder g

The enforcement of labour codes and the provision of comprehensive social security

measures, including progressive parental entitlements across informal and formal
sectors, will be critical to ensure women’s economic security.
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S wigar &1 rolet AR wenforE gran 3urat & urawne, frae et e amr
nfier €, srettaaie siit sttwanRe &l o, afgenst v snfds gram goRaa &= &
foT Fgcaqor gl

The establishment of a Centre of Excellence on Artificial Intelligence (Al) for the

education sector and a dedicated 600 crore gender budget under the India Al
Mission, demonstrate the government’s intent to harness Al for social good.

fram &7 & AU FRw qEfRw (A) R U sepsedt F5 AT T 3R AR Al e
F ded T AT 600 FAT T fAT T9ic, TIHR & AHATSIS HaTE & [T Al &1
YT FRA &F S Hl IS AT g

As technological advancements redefine the future of work, investing in digital
education, skills, and enterprise training for women will be imperative to ensuring
equitable outcomes in the workforce and benefits for the entire economy.

S-S dedfadr 7 yarfa #17 & afasy & O § aReNa Hr ¢, ARt &
forw Bfareer Rram, wterer, 3R sgafaar aftvaror & o @, e 7 waar aRomr
3N FHT 3degaEdT & fov o AT #a & fov mavges grm|

A diversity of economic roles

nfdF sfawit 1 fRAfadwor

Financial institutions must recognise women’s diverse economic roles, particularly in
agriculture, entrepreneurship, and employment.

R a1 Afgensit £ A s sfwst & e ok, Oy w9 @
i, 3eFfAET, IR ISR A

For example, simplifying documentation requirements for economic and social
security provisions, such as delinking Kisan Credit Cards from land ownership, would
help women farmers avail loans and credit facilities that they can use to improve
crop yields, productivity and expand their agricultural and allied operations.

3eTeR0T & T, 3nfde 3R Fr@ETfoie GUat grauret & fov Jaee Jaeqhdisi i
T Fo11e1, ST forarer 3 #18 1 1ffr Farfiea @ 3reter eaT, Afgem Rramt o1 #or
3R wafer FlAw sueietr w # Aeg HN, S 3 FHA 3cUIGeT, ScAGHAT A FUR
ot 3R el HR 3R FEfta warew w1 AEdR w3 & v 3w & @

Tracking access and usage of such schemes through gender-disaggregated data
would further enhance their effectiveness.

mmﬁﬁqgﬂwmﬁm-ﬁﬁa?aa:mmﬁa?mm
gerraefierdar st 3R S|

As per the government’s Udyam portal, 20.5% of the micro, small, and medium
enterprises are women-owned, employing about 27 million people.

TIHR & 3ANT NEA & AR, 20.5% F&HA, 9Y AR AEIH 367 Afge Farfdrea arel
g, ST eremerer 27 fAfemer |t &l 9IRS €

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page3 6



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

www.patrioticias.in

e Unlocking finance for women-owned enterprises through collateral-free loans,
alternative credit scoring models, and targeted financial literacy programmes will
catalyse economic growth.

wfger Taffica arer 3Tt & fav wufe fgaa xor, dfeas Ffee w@fer Az, ik
dfera o anRar FRiFEAT & aregd @ iy yag @ snfds e o afa
&am|

e Bain and Company, and Google, claim that establishing 30 million additional
women-owned businesses could generate 150-170 million jobs, accounting for over
25% of the job creation needed for India’s working-age population by 2030.

a1 Us s, 3R I, &7 grar § 6 30 ffeaer sfaRea afen vafae ar sqqw
U e & 150-170 AT alRar 3cdet g1 Fehcll €, Sit 2030 deh R 6
FRAI Y TAREAT & AT ITaTH 25% AFH ForeT 7 GEIT |

e Budget 2025-26 provides a robust foundation for advancing women’s economic
participation.

d9C 2025-26 A3 T 3MfAF Hefierly S 3T Jo= & v T AT silg JareT
T B

¢ Realising the vision of Viksit Bharat requires sustained efforts in policy
implementation, infrastructure development, and social norm transformation.

RFRT IRT F TERUT A TSR A & T Afd s, F9R e, 317
HATF ATAES T IREdT H Aay 9=mar fr 3maegendan gl

e By ensuring gender-responsive budgeting, strengthened social protection, and by
fostering a labour market which includes both women and men, India can pave the
way for women to become key drivers of national growth, ultimately achieving the
ambitious target of 70% women in economic activities by 2047.

for-waeaefter s=ifear, Aoga wwfars geam, iR vh 4 FER A Ferar SR fowe
AfgaTe 3R qEY At A g, 9Rd A3 T AT P F wHq@ qTelh aole
T AT TRET X Fhll 8, 3R IHAaT: 2047 aF anfdw afafafeat #F 700 afgansit

FAGcAThIa o8& UTed & dohdll ol
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Implications ofthe A Difusion Framework

IGS Paper lii: Al |

he Biden-Harris
administration unveiled
a flurry of policies in
their last week in office.
The most extraordinary among
them is the Framework for
Artificial Intelligence (AI)
Diffusion. It has many goals:
preserving U.S. hegemony in Al
technology, balancing innovation
and national security, and
deterring U.S. adversaries from
harvesting the strategic rewards of
Al These goals signal the U.S.’s
strategic vision for Al heralding its
transformative potential to
advance economic prowess and
military dominance in the coming
years.

Mechanism of the framework
Compute capacity using advanced
Al chips is a key infrastructure
necessity in developing advanced
Al systems. Leveraging the U.S.’s
dominance in chips and the Al
supply chain, the framework
extends the prevailing export
controls to cover the entire gamut
of Al technology stack, including
Al chips, chip-making tools, and
closed Al model weights — the key
to a trained Al system’s learning
and decision-making abilities.

Countries are placed in three
tiers, each subject to different
levels of restrictions. The first tier
comprises key allies, irreplaceable
in the Al supply chain. They are
unconstrained in their freedom to
import Al technology. The third
tier covers key adversaries such as
Russia, China, North Korea, and
Iran. The framework perpetuates
the entire spectrum of export
controls and prevents the
diffusion of advanced Al systems
to these countries. The second tier
encompasses the rest of the world,
including India. The framework
establishes a system of limited
access to these countries.
Companies from the U.S. can tap
into the commercial opportunities
of Al in these countries as long as
they maintain only a tiny share of
their total compute capacity there
and safeguard against
unauthorised access.

The prevailing export controls

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Ashwin Prasad

Research Analyst in
the High-Tech
Geopolitics
Programme at The
Takshashila
Institution

The Framework
for Al Diffusion
evaluates India
solely by its
technological
capabilities in
Al while
ignoring the
strategic value
of the India-U.S.
partnership

have always been restrictive
against U.S. adversaries. At first
glance, this framework seems to
extend some of these restrictions
on all but closest allies and
partners. Indeed, major allies such
as Austria and Israel and other
strategic partners such as India are
not exempt from the rules.
However, the limits and caps
imposed are free-handed in
satisfying any near-term demand
for Al chips from anyone but the
countries of concern. Even the
export restrictions on model
weights are for closed models that
far exceed any existing advanced
Al systems. So, it will be business
as usual in the short term.

The entire system is designed to
ensure that if advanced Al systems
that are more powerful and
capable than the prevailing ones
are ever developed, it will happen
only in trusted American
geographies. The framework will
likely succeed in its objectives in
the short term and accrue the
benefits of cutting-edge Al to the
U.S. and its closest allies. But it will
influence and reshape the global
technological and strategic
landscape in the long term.

Through a series of executive
actions, the U.S. has mandated the
concentration of global Al
technological capabilities within
its borders and those of allied
countries. American companies
seeking to establish frontier-scale
Al capabilities outside the U.S.—
whether motivated by lower costs
or more favourable policies — will
now face significant barriers. Even
among key allies exempt from
export controls, this policy sets a
concerning precedent of unilateral
American executive action that
could potentially deny them their
strategic priorities in the future.

These allies and American
corporations will likely hedge
against such possibilities,
developing contingency plans to
protect their technological
interests and maintain competitive
advantages. In fact, as Al
technology advances in the long
term, the likelihood increases that
America’s plans may yield

unintended consequences.
Countries, including U.S. allies,
will become more motivated to
develop independent supply
chains and sovereign Al
innovation to circumvent U.S.
technological constraints. This
could fragment the global Al
ecosystem that the U.S. currently
dominates.

Eroding goodwill with India
The policy framework
disadvantages India, positioning it
less favourably than anticipated.
By discouraging the development
of cutting-edge Al systems beyond
U.S. borders, the framework may
disincentivise investments and
operations of Indian subsidiaries
of leading American Al
companies. This could create
conditions that risk drawing away
India’s pool of top Al talent and
impeding knowledge transfer and
technological innovation within
the country. This could be a major
point of contention for India,
given the implications on its
technological and economic
interests.

The framework evaluates India
solely by its technological
capabilities in Al, while ignoring
the strategic value of the India-U.S.
partnership. It also disregards the
substantial social capital built
between the two countries
through recent technology
cooperation, including advances
in semiconductor manufacturing
collaboration. Instead, it serves as
a stark reminder of the U.S.-led
technology denial regimes that
restricted India’s access to nuclear
technologies for three decades
following its nuclear tests.

There is a disconnect between
America’s export control policies
and its strategic partnership with
India regarding Indo-Pacific
cooperation and shared goals of
countering Chinese influence in
the region. This misalignment
risks undermining the bilateral
relationship both nations have
carefully cultivated in recent
years. It could compel India to
hedge against its technological and
economic dependence on the U.S.
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Implications of the Al Diffusion Framework

IS e $Has & fafgard

The Biden-Harris Administration's Al Framework
ABSA-¢ N TATHT &1 T3S, ST

The Biden-Harris administration unveiled a flurry of policies in their last week in
office.

aEsH-eRE T & 39w IR gr F FrAeT A S NI @1 geram fham|
The most extraordinary among them is the Framework for Artificial Intelligence (Al)
Diffusion.

STH @ Fe9 IAETUROT § FRAA gefwer (Tang) vor F AT g

It has many goals: preserving U.S. hegemony in Al technology, balancing innovation
and national security, and deterring U.S. adversaries from harvesting the strategic
rewards of Al.

S &S oed g T3NS, WIGAT F Fuw. A Focd A FA0 WA, AAAY AR
TSGR &t & T Tcelel TAAT a1, IR oW, et w1 vamg. & worhfas
QERRT & AeheT |

These goals signal the U.S.’s strategic vision for Al, heralding its transformative

potential to advance economic prowess and military dominance in the coming years.

T A8T LU, F IS, & AT weifdew Tfewior w1 gid § S 3 arer ast #
fE afFd 3R AT Tea H Te FH IR STHAT FT Fohel ST

Mechanism of the framework

o & ufgkar

Compute capacity using advanced Al chips is a key infrastructure necessity in
developing advanced Al systems.

3oAd U.ITE. RICH T 3UTNT FHXch WIVTAT &THdT 3eo1d T3S, yonforal &1 s
el & TIT U T iAAET erar AT gl

Leveraging the U.S.’s dominance in chips and the Al supply chain, the framework
extends the prevailing export controls to cover the entire gamut of Al technology
stack, including Al chips, chip-making tools, and closed Al model weights — the
key to a trained Al system’s learning and decision-making abilities.

fRrew 3R v.ans. 3mqfd yEer & g @rqagawmamﬁgv,ugmﬁay
ot ot & faeaRa &ear &, it vans. sleaifarhr ¥¢a & dqut 81T & s
T &, fod vang. Rew, AT g9« F 3uaor, 3R 9 v.ans. Atse dew anfaa § -
St v gfRferd T.3ms. vomelr &1 dEe 3R vk der v et @ Sl g
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Countries are placed in three tiers, each subject to different levels of restrictions.
it ol it TR H 1@ a7 §, s W ufaaet & fafdest & & g g

The first tier comprises key allies, irreplaceable in the Al supply chain. They are
unconstrained in their freedom to import Al technology.

TEAT T YA HEAa @ a1 §, S O3S, Irqfef s{@er 7 3679 replacement 81 35%
v, Wi 3T FeT Hr FadTA H FIS A ARG g

The third tier covers key adversaries such as Russia, China, North Korea, and Iran.
The framework perpetuates the entire spectrum of export controls and prevents the
diffusion of advanced Al systems to these countries.

AT TR 9@ R S8 v, i, 3T FIRE, 3R &I A FHa S g1 I8 o
ferata faolt & |qot &7 & R gardar § 3R 31 St & 3eafa v.a3rs. gonfedr &

YR I UhaT 2

The second tier encompasses the rest of the world, including India. The framework
establishes a system of limited access to these countries.

GO TAT ATRT Gferar Y ATfAer i 8, Toresd 9Ra o &1 I &rem 37 ot & fav
AT ugea 1 T gumell AT T |

Companies from the U.S. can tap into the commercial opportunities of Al in these
countries as long as they maintain only a tiny share of their total compute capacity
there and safeguard against unauthorised access.

J.UH. T AT o7 AT H TIHTE. & ST HTE T oI 33T Hehell 8, I
39T el FIVTEAT §THAT HI hdel Ueh DIET REAT IgT a0 W IR Iftipd ga &
qrem #|

The prevailing export controls

yqe ot fasor

The prevailing export controls have always been restrictive against U.S. adversaries.
Aisrer frata fa=or gaen gow. Rt S s s @ 8

At first glance, this framework seems to extend some of these restrictions on all but
closest allies and partners.

Tgoll sToll &, Ig &rAT 37 Yfaeell # had Ahead At 3 srefiert & 3remar
Ty R FAEAR AT §IT TeeT g &

Indeed, major allies such as Austria and Israel and other strategic partners such as
India are not exempt from the rules.

areda H, 9T WgARh SIE A 3R geRmEe 3N 3w WEfaF dEier oI Rd 5
fAgat & god € 2l

However, the limits and caps imposed are free-handed in satisfying any near-term
demand for Al chips from anyone but the countries of concern.
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el & DI el @ o Ffse el # 3eR &

Even the export restrictions on model weights are for closed models that far exceed
any existing advanced Al systems.

Igi deh o Aiser a8 W fda wfaey 04 siq Alsed W § St frdr off Aiser 3ead
T3S, yonfordt ¥ FEr 31f0F §
So, it will be business as usual in the short term.

al, I8 AT SR 91, FH O FH e AfasT 7|

Long-term impact of the framework

e FT Aedhifad THT

The entire system is designed to ensure that if advanced Al systems that are more
powerful and capable than the prevailing ones are ever developed, it will happen only in
trusted American geographies.

QT AEeA 39 368 ¥ f3amse farar o § & afd st of 3ewra wans. wonforat
fawrfad gt § St Hisger wonferat & e afdaeren 3R @e €, aF 9 Hae
g 3ARE slnfes =t & & e gl

The framework will likely succeed in its objectives in the short term and accrue the
benefits of cutting-edge Al to the U.S. and its closest allies.

Ig &aT 39 3eaedl # fawe 3afr A deraa: g% g 3R guw. 3R sk
fAereas A faal & wafaw v.ams. & ey e giet

But it will influence and reshape the global technological and strategic landscape in
the long term.

e g e ST 3T el TRYE P A ¥ TR ST AN
e |

Concentration of Global Al Technological Capabilities within U.S. Borders

dRas v, die@fr aranit &1 g ow. i daAmt & whgor

Through a series of executive actions, the U.S. has mandated the concentration of
global Al technological capabilities within its borders and those of allied countries.

FREFRT AR & AIA 4, J.0H. o dRae 0.3s. et arevanat o=
A3t 3R weaeh et i st F dhfea Far @ ey =T B

American companies seeking to establish frontier-scale Al capabilities outside the
U.S.—whether motivated by lower costs or more favourable policies — will now face
significant barriers.

.ud. 1 Fufaan, S ud. & ae AT IS, AHATSHT BT FAGAT AT
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e § - T IE FA AWE! A1 IeTqer AN g@rT IR & - 39 35 Ageaqut aremait
HT TTHAT FLAT TS|

Even among key allies exempt from export controls, this policy sets a concerning
precedent of unilateral American executive action that could potentially deny them
their strategic priorities in the future.

Igl o T ga@ geaeht S faata ot & fgaa 8, 38 A vhawer i srisd
FRATS FT T RAdelels 30T TATRT FT &, 5 AT 7 3¢ 37 reifasw
WTUTAFAIT T &o7 T HROT §eF Thal 2l

These allies and American corporations will likely hedge against such possibilities,
developing contingency plans to protect their technological interests and maintain
competitive advantages.

T gl 3R oW, Fufaar asaa: T Fenaesit & R GRET wae e,
et fFal A1 I8 R 3R yfavrvsicas 9 ST 3@ & foT SraraeTesT
Arsrare fawfaa wiet

In fact, as Al technology advances in the long term, the likelihood increases that
America’s plans may yield unintended consequences.

arEdd #, SHa-or €.aE. wigAifadr drdefas 7 3eta gl daraeT dedr § 6
HANHT & ANSAATE 3etor=t TROMHA & Fhelh &

Countries, including U.S. allies, will become more motivated to develop independent
supply chains and sovereign Al innovation to circumvent U.S. technological
constraints.

I.0q. HeAfat afga et 1 T Arqfet sf@ensit 3R W T3S, AR & fahre
& fow ik guw. dieaifdr sfaaut @ s & o 3 sifte aRa frar smee)

This could fragment the global Al ecosystem that the U.S. currently dominates.
I dfRae v.3ms. RFRfasr ax &1 fasnfaa w2 @ g, 99 W addA= # ..
T T Bl

Eroding goodwill with India
HRT & AT =S Haul & &1

The policy framework disadvantages India, positioning it less favourably than
anticipated.

A ST 3R I ThaTe q§'r4|d| €, 30 UEThd HH g Eafd # @ gl
By discouraging the development of cutting-edge Al systems beyond U.S. borders, the

framework may disincentivise investments and operations of Indian subsidiaries of
leading American Al companies.

.uq. FT WA & e gafaw TIHE. gonferdt & G wr gdlcaTied i, Ig T
AR WeraSF Fafardl & fadel 3R Farerer 1 fecmfea 2 Gehar &, S vog@ IARE
T.3E. Fafaat & gl
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e This could create conditions that risk drawing away India’s pool of top Al talent and
impeding knowledge transfer and technological innovation within the country.

sgd vt oRTEATIAT 3cuea & Tohdl & S 9RT $ir 9vs v.ang. gfasmar diesr 3ikk
& & MR AT gEaiaRor 3R WA sFaaR 7 THae see F @R dar FX

e This could be a major point of contention for India, given the implications on its
technological and economic interests.

g AR & v wh vy e #1 Rger g ¢, Fife I8 sas de@ifii 3k
fiF Rat W g3 ST Hehar B

o The framework evaluates India solely by its technological capabilities in Al, while
ignoring the strategic value of the India-U.S. partnership.

IE T HRA T Hedichel ol gHb WGAAAIT &THATIT & YR T AT §, Taih
HRA-Z,TH. WEGH! & WEAfAF Hed | FoR3iarsT Hdr ¢l

e It also disregards the substantial social capital built between the two countries through
recent technology cooperation, including advances in semiconductor manufacturing
collaboration.

I Gt &2 & o giforar WP ggder & AIA ¥ S0 AT Agca Ul AHATSIR
Yol 1 ¢ SAoR3feTS T g, forae wufar fastor gl & yerfa enfaer &
e Instead, it serves as a stark reminder of the U.S.-led technology denial regimes that

restricted India’s access to nuclear technologies for three decades following its nuclear
tests.

$H%h T, TG J,TH.-Accd Tk FIGATNAT IrFdipfar amder o1 TUv¢ IEARS &,
foraeT s 1 RAT] WA AR T TgT T 3T WA G0N & TG AT R
as gfasfaa faam

e There is a disconnect between America’s export control policies and its strategic

partnership with India regarding Indo-Pacific cooperation and shared goals of
countering Chinese influence in the region.

AR fr fAdta A=aer #Aifqat 3R 9RT & a1y sgdr wEHifaw FEiedr & & s
3T &, S $-4AfpF weaor 3k &t A el warg &1 FHhrarell A & WIS et
Col g i

e This misalignment risks undermining the bilateral relationship both nations have
carefully cultivated in recent years.

I FHATA Al SR & T gTeT & gt # AU § NS gfagafia qae FF AN
A T G Yer T gl

o It could compel India to hedge against its technological and economic dependence
on the U.S.

g AR 1 390 WA 3R anfds @Asiar o g.vw. W gean Faa 6= & v
IR F Hehell &
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A IIyear high of 55% urban residents report stagnant income in 2025

|GS Paper lil: Employment and Livelihood |

Concerns over stagnant income levels overshadowed optimism about reduced expenses among urban consumers

| DATA POINT |

Vignesh Radhakrishnan

rban consumers in India

began the new year with

both hope and concern.
On the one hand, India’s retail in-
flation eased to a five-month low of
4.31% in January, providing some
relief to consumers by reducing
the pressure on their household
expenses. On the other, worries
about the employment scenario
continued to weigh on them. In-
come levels too have been stag-
nant — in January, 55% of urban
consumers reported that their in-
come levels had remained un-
changed compared to the same pe-
riod last year. This is the highest
such share in nearly 11 years.

As concerns over stagnant in-
come levels overshadowed any op-
timism about reduced expenses, a
growing share of urban consumers
remained pessimistic about the
broader economic outlook as the
new year began, says the Reserve
Bank of India’s Consumer Confi-
dence Survey, which was conduct-
ed across 19 major cities in Janu-
ary. It covered 6,081 respondents,
of which 52.4% were women.

Chart 1 shows the share of res-
pondents who said that the prices
of commodities had increased/de-
creased/stayed the same in Janu-
ary 2025 compared to a year ago.
The share of respondents who re-
ported an increase in prices in Ja-
nuary this year (93%) was the low-
est since July last year. Around 1%
of the respondents said that prices
had declined, which has been the
case since the pandemic. An in-
creasing share said that prices had
continued to remain the same.

Chart 2 shows the spending
perception on essential items. The
87.6% who said that spending on
essential items had increased was
the lowest since September 2024.
Less than 2% of the respondents
felt that spending on essential
items had declined, aligning with
the past trend. Close to 11% felt that

it had remained the same.

Chart 3 shows perceptions of
spending on non-essential items.
There was a slight increase in the
share of respondents who report-
ed that their spending on non-es-
sential items had remained un-
changed compared to a year ago.
The share of those who stated that
their spending had increased de-
clined marginally in January 2025.

Overall, on the spending front,
conditions have slightly improved
or have at least not deteriorated
further, as reflected in Charts 1, 2,
and 3.

Chart 4 shows perceptions of
income levels. The share of res-
pondents who reported that their
income levels had remained un-
changed compared to a year ago
reached a record high in January.
There was a decrease in the share
of respondents who indicated a
decline or an increase in their in-
come.

Chart 5 shows urban consum-
ers’ perceptions of employment.
About 42.7% reported a decline in
job opportunities compared to a
year ago. Following the sharp drop
in the employment sentiment dur-
ing the pandemic, there had been
a steady recovery since, with an in-
creasing share of respondents re-
porting improved job opportuni-
ties. However, this trend reversed
in mid-2024, as pessimism about
the job market began to grow. This
pessimism has deepened further
in the current year.

Charts 4 and 5 reveal growing
challenges on the income front.
Job opportunities are becoming in-
creasingly scarce, and those who
are employed are grappling with
stagnant income levels, highlight-
ing the mounting financial pres-
sures faced by urban consumers.

Pessimism over stagnant in-
come levels has had a significant
impact on consumers, with 43% of
them stating that the overall eco-
nomic situation had worsened in
January compared to the same pe-
riod last year. This is the highest
such share in at least a year (Chart
6).

Mixed feelings

The data for the charts were sourced from the RBI's Consumer Confidence Survey - January 2025

Chart 1: Share of respondents (%) who said that the prices of
commodities had increased/decreased/stayed the same
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Chart 3: Share of respondents (%) who said that spending on
non-essential items had increased/decreased/stayed the same
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Chart 5: Share of respondents (%) who said that job opportunities
had improved/worsened/stayed the same
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Chart 2: Share of respondents (%) who said that the spending
on essential items had increased/decreased/stayed the same
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Chart 4: Share of respondents (%) who said that their income
levels had increased/decreased/stayed the same
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Chart 6: Share of respondents (%) who said that general
economic situation had improved/worsened/stayed the same
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2025 & 55% A8 Aarf@aT &1 3ma R wa i RuiE, 11 aut
FT IvddHA TAX

Concerns over stagnant income levels overshadowed optimism about reduced
expenses among urban consumers

gl IgMFansit & T B 3T X A /At F @@t & FA F TR J 3mEE
$r gar fear

Urban Consumers in India Begin the New Year with Hope and Concern

AR & Agd IusFar AT ¥ ¥ e e AR [T F 'y w1 §

e Urban consumers in India began the new year with both hope and concern.
HRA A e 3THFAT AT a¥ eI 3 AR fAar & @ = &

« On the one hand, India’s retail inflation eased to a five-month low of 4.31% in
January, providing some relief to consumers by reducing the pressure on their
household expenses.

T 3N, AR A G HEIS Sofadl & 9iT 7 & el T 4.31% do A @1 78,
S8 3UHIFATT T 3oeh T Tl W Ea1d HH gl & HROT S g 1Al

e On the other hand, worries about the employment scenario continued to weigh on
them.

gadr 3R, Yo 9ReRT F AT Raw 3908 TR T @

e Income levels too have been stagnant — in January, 55% of urban consumers
reported that their income levels had remained unchanged compared to the same period
last year.

I TR o X @ § — Sady H, 55% gl 3uMiFansit S Rae Far & 39 3
T R a@ra @1 @A 3@t i goear 7 saiafdd @

e This is the highest such share in nearly 11 years.
g TETHIT 11 T H 39 g HI Ted 3TadA feear gl

e As concerns over stagnant income levels overshadowed any optimism about reduced
expenses, a growing share of urban consumers remained pessimistic about the
broader economic outlook as the new year began, says the Reserve Bank of India’s
Consumer Confidence Survey, which was conducted across 19 major cities in
January.

o 3 TRT 1 oy [ianit & @t 7 e ov B oY 3memare & o fea, 3k
AT IUHIFATIT T Tol BEAT AT a¥ HT YRIHT H a9+ s Tfewors an &
fARTRmaTdY ST T, 0T ARG Roa dF & IuMiear fea adetor F orgr aam g, S
STeTadl 7 19 wog@ e A Jrafora fomar aram e
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e It covered 6,081 respondents, of which 52.4% were women.

59 TJeTorT F 6,081 3TN T ha¥ fhAT T, [T & 52.4% AGenT o)

Commodity Price Changes in January 2025
SeTadl 2025 # IEG Hed gRadat Hr Fufy

e The share of respondents who reported an increase in prices in January this year
(93%) was the lowest since July last year.

SH Wiel Sefadl # 37 IeRaransi & Fear fSegia fear & gefardr Rae & (93%) ag
Jos o 9 F 96 9 F7 A1

e Around 1% of respondents said that prices had declined, which has been the case
since the pandemic.

ST 1% STGTATHT 4 gl foh Hed °T 1T g, Sl HETHN § ooy 376 oo T JAToA

e &
e Anincreasing share said that prices had continued to remain the same.

ol E31 foear I8 Fecl & & e s 4 & & 9@ @

Spending Perception on Essential Items
IHERIF FEGH W G FT AT

e 87.6% who said that spending on essential items had increased was the lowest since
September 2024.

87.6% & &gl T HTeTF TEI W T Fgr AT, St Rdaw 2024 F a6 TG H 7|

e Less than 2% of the respondents felt that spending on essential items had declined,
aligning with the past trend.

2% @ HH SRS o HAgHE fohar foh 3maeges a&d3il W T Ter o, s Ao
TSI & 3HT6T g

¢ Close to 11% felt that it had remained the same.
TSI 11% o AGHH fohdm b Ig ST ol IAT & T

Perceptions of Spending on Non-Essential ltems
IR-3raeTF: TGt W @ &F AT

e There was a slight increase in the share of respondents who reported that their spending
on non-essential items had remained unchanged compared to a year ago.

3T SeeTn3t & fewn, foegia Rae frar fa 3aer @ dR-amaeas awgait W o
AT BT Jololm A IHARAfAT @1, # gohl o g3 &l

e The share of those who stated that their spending had increased declined marginally in
January 2025.

ST NI o gl & 3ART @I a7 §, 3T {1 STy 2025 H godhl AT TeT ¢
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Overall, on the spending front, conditions have slightly improved or have at least not
deteriorated further, as reflected in Charts 1, 2, and 3.

@W,@%Wﬁqﬁﬁaﬁﬁaﬂﬁrmg%mwﬁwmw
Waﬁg‘é%,éw%irrél,z,aﬂrsﬁamw‘s‘l

Perceptions of Income Levels
T TR FT AT

The share of respondents who reported that their income levels had remained
unchanged compared to a year ago reached a record high in January.

31 STaran3il &1 e, oieglel ROte foham fo 3oepr 3 TR Neel At $r Jofer #
mﬁaﬁam,aaafrﬁﬁﬁémawwwqg%W|

There was a decrease in the share of respondents who indicated a decline or an
increase in their income.

31 3Taran3i & e el 3der 3mar & wera a1 gefer fr RAre &, 367 o 38|

Perceptions of Employment

VSR F IR & AT

About 42.7% reported a decline in job opportunities compared to a year ago.

ST 42.7% & RAE fohar fob Aol AT 7 Jorelt & Alhll & 3ae’t # fIRmae g
gl

Following the sharp drop in the employment sentiment during the pandemic, there had
been a steady recovery since, with an increasing share of respondents reporting
improved job opportunities.

AEAR & ER1T TSR area & Aot FRrae & are, 38 e & PR gur gan @,
mﬁmmﬁwaaﬁaﬁr%mﬁwaﬁrﬁm’&aﬁr%l

However, thls trend reversed in mid-2024, as pessimism about the job market began to
grow.

gToli{eh, Tg TSI ALF-2024 H Uole IAT, F Alhd JoX & IN H TR S

ofam|
This pessimism has deepened further in the current year.

wﬁwmﬁsﬂwaﬂvaﬁ%g%l

Income and Employment Challenges

I AR Aser getfeat

Charts 4 and 5 reveal growing challenges on the income front.
e 4 3R 53 & A W gech Felfadr 3R 1 &

Job opportunities are becoming increasingly scarce, and those who are employed are
grappling with stagnant income levels, highlighting the mounting financial pressures
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faced by urban consumers.

AP F I AT RTFA AT AT R & 3R A AT AT R ® § IR 3my

T ST @ 8, S el IuUHIFATT SarT AHAT ST WY o e gamar A

3R &L gl

Pessimism on Economic Situation

wfde Rufa W A

o 43% of consumers stated that the overall economic situation had worsened in January
compared to the same period last year.

43% 3UHIFAT3NT o eT foh nfdw Pufa Moo arer & qAET 3@ Hir Jolar J Saad
# faars 1% %

e This is the highest such share in at least a year (Chart 6).

Tg HH W HH Uh Al H THT F98 3oddA fgedr § (T 6)|

What is contributing to the
downturn in Indian markets?

How are US. President Donald Trump’s recent directives affecting Indian stock markets? What is the
relationship between bond vields and stock markets? Will the rupee strengthen?

IGS Paper lll: Economy |
Saptaparno Ghosh

The story so far:
or the sixth consecutive day, BSE
Sensex closed lower on
Wednesday reflective of a major
sell-off among foreign
institutional investors and portfolio
investors (Flls/FPIs), mixed earnings and
apprehensions about the tightening of the
(imports’) tariff regime in the U.S.

Why is Trump affecting markets?
On Tuesday, U.S. President Donald Trump
issued directives to restore tariff on steel
and elevate the tariff on aluminium to
25%. The White House held these were to
protect America’s industries which “have
been harmed by unfair trade practices
and global excess capacity”.

However, the directive was not well
received in the Indian markets. This is
primarily due to apprehensions abour a

potential dumping of Asian exports to
India, potentially culminating into
downward revision of prices and
increased competition. Indian steel
manufacturers are already amidst a
revision in steel prices. For perspective,
Indian manufacturer JSW Steel stated in
its Q3 earnings about its Net Smelting
Return (NSR) in India falling by close to
1,800 compared to the preceding
quarter. Additionally, with respect to the
alleged dumping, India’s Directorate
General for Trade Remedies (DGTR) has
an ongoing investigation into the imports
of ‘non-alloy and alloy steel flat products’.

Why is foreign money moving away?
FIis and FPIs have been increasingly
moving towards U.S. bonds, seeking a
haven away from the current modest
Indian markets with potentially lesser
returns. According to Devarsh Vakil, Head
of Prime Research at HDFC Securities, the

current situation in the market emanates
from tepid domestic earnings growth,
elevated valuations in mid and small cap
segments, and persistent inflation
exceeding the RBI's lower threshold of
4%, and uncertainty around trade and
tariffs. It is imperative to note here that
bond yield and stock markets have an
inverse relationship. This is because both
vie for investor funds, aspiring to outdo
the other by offering more returns.
Therefore, when U.S. bond yield rises,
foreign investors transit from Indian
equities to 1.S. bonds. Domestic,
economic and political certainty
alongside monetary policies are other
contributing factors. All in all, the entire
paradigm contributes to making the
dollar stronger and the rupee weaker
because of the flow of money. V.I.
Vijaykumar, Chief Investment Strategist at
Geojit Financial observed that while the

downrurn in markets has been because of

a combination of factors, the major
among them has been the “relentless FII
selling”. He told The Hindu about FIls
having sold in the cash market every day,
except for two days, so far this year —
totalling to 793,907 crore. He further
noted that while domestic institutional
investors have been compensating for the
FlI outflows, “market sentiments have
been impacted.” Apurva Sheth, Head of
Market Perspectives & Research at SAMCO
Securities pointed out that dollar
denominated returns of Indian equities
“have not been impressive at all”.

Mid and small caps stocks are also
experiencing a correction due to the
sell-off spree.

What is outlook for the near-term?
Tightening of trade policies with the
probability of a trade war under Trump,
geopolitical tensions and slowing global
growth could influence markets going
forward. According to Mr. Vijaykumar,
“FIIs will return to India, only the timing
is uncertain.” He further adds,
“Indications of a growth and earnings
recovery in India and dollar decline — we
do not know when it will happen, will
make FllIs buyers in India.” Additionally,
Mr. Vakil holds that deep uncertainty
about President Trump’s tariffs plans may
keep investors on the “defensive”. As for
the outflow, he contends SIP flows are
likely to remain strong and should be able
to absorb bulk of the selling.

What is contributing to the downturn in Indian markets?

HRAT doRY # #HE FT FROT F4T &2

How are U.S. President Donald Trump’s recent directives affecting Indian stock
markets? What is the relationship between bond yields and stock markets? Will

the rupee strengthen?

THE GIST

-

On Tuesday, U.S. President
Donald Trump issued directives
to restore tariff on steel and
elevate the tariff on aluminium
to 25%.

-

Flls and FPIs have been
increasingly moving towards
U.S. bonds, seeking a haven
away from the current modest
Indian markets with potentially
lesser returns.

w

Tightening of trade policies
with the probability of a trade
war under the Trump
administration, geopolitical
tensions and slowing global
growth could influence
markets going forward.
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FARH Tegufar Sares €u & gifoar AT &1 HRAT MR TR W F41 3/ 93
T 82 dies des 3R R aaRt & i F3r w9w 2 FA1 T9GT ASEd Fe?

BSE Sensex Declines for Sixth Consecutive Day

BSE ¥d%d ©F e aemar Ry

o Forthe sixth consecutive day, BSE Sensex closed lower on Wednesday, reflective
of a major sell-off among foreign institutional investors and portfolio investors
(Flis/FPIs), mixed earnings, and apprehensions about the tightening of the imports’
tariff regime in the U.S.

o¢ e @mar, BSE $8%W quar #1 PR, S facel deunera f@demht ik drém e
fAderhl (Flis/FPIs) 2aRT $RY faerarelt, AT 3 3R 3raRe & smna e araer
F F3 @ FT AT &

Why is Trump Affecting Markets?
39 IR #1 F4T g W W@ &2

e On Tuesday, U.S. President Donald Trump issued directives to restore tariffs on
steel and elevate the tariff on aluminium to 25%.

HITAR &1, FANST & Tegafa Sres 0 T W Yod Tol: ae e 3R
TofATTA W Yo 25% oo Feld & A Ul

e The White House held these were to protect America’s industries which “have been
harmed by unfair trade practices and global excess capacity.”

BIST B13W o el fob A e AT F 3@ 1 @& F fav g, 5 aefaa
SR T3t 3R ARG AAAY axvar @ e g3 g

« However, the directive was not well received in the Indian markets.
gTelif, Tg YT ARANT SToRY & 3= Re & A&7 forar I/

e This is primarily due to apprehensions about a potential dumping of Asian exports to
India, potentially culminating into downward revision of prices and increased
competition.

I ALY &9 4 aRd # R el & sfierar oo [Ransit & sror &, Gaa
AT A e 3 gt gfdeqs’ g ¥ed gl

¢ Indian steel manufacturers are already amidst a revision in steel prices.
AR T aATar vgo & € i roaal F g & v 7 E

e For perspective, JSW Steel, an Indian manufacturer, stated in its Q3 earnings about its

Net Smelting Return (NSR) in India falling by close to ¥1,800 compared to the
preceding quarter.

et & AT, ISW Steel, Toh ARAT AT, & 319 Q3 3T F §aram F AR &
3T Ae FAfeeT Rest (NSR) ool TAATEr & Jofelr # ofarstar 1,800 X a1
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o Additionally, with respect to the alleged dumping, India’s Directorate General for
Trade Remedies (DGTR) has an ongoing investigation into the imports of ‘non-alloy
and alloy steel flat products’.

3O% IARFT, IRT & ATATFT T BR 3 WHF (DGTR) AA-TAF 3R walrw
T Tl U & ATl S ST Y T@T gl

Why is Foreign Money Moving Away?
fageft & =t o w@ &2

e FlIs and FPIs have been increasingly moving towards U.S. bonds, seeking a haven
away from the current modest Indian markets with potentially lesser returns.

Flls 3R FPIs 3R siegq 1 3T a6 @ 8, Sl ToAT HRC ekl & a6 F7
T arer AT fawew f dorer X @ E

e According to Devarsh Vakil, Head of Prime Research at HDFC Securities, the current
situation in the market emanates from tepid domestic earnings growth, elevated
valuations in mid and small cap segments, and persistent inflation exceeding the
RBI’s lower threshold of 4%, and uncertainty around trade and tariffs.

HDFC RFNRES & wiser Rad wog@ dad afrer & 38R, S6R &1 adaAs Ffafd
el e 3T Feftr, Feww AR wAlT Fq QEiT A 3T Hediwa, 3R R gaehfa
St RBI Y 4% #r wgetast WATY W ¢, 3R AR 3R RE & 3mearg &

AARTAA & 3cdel gl B

e |tis imperative to note here that bond yield and stock markets have an inverse
relationship.
TGl IE A el HgedqUl ¢ [ dles Aes 3R F&iF A & T ven fagdia waer
gl

e This is because both vie for investor funds, aspiring to outdo the other by offering more
returns.
SHHT FRUT I & & el fAaeert & s & fav gfawaat & §, 3R 318 Rear
ot T ifArer ava g1

o Therefore, when U.S. bond yield rises, foreign investors transit from Indian equities to
U.S. bonds.
zafaT, 9 AN dies Aoz dedr &, dr ol Ao s Ry & AR desw
#r 3N TG A ¢

o Domestic, economic and political certainty alongside monetary policies are other
contributing factors.

W, 3T R ueElifas e & wry-ary geedfa Aifa s deee & ara
FRE gl

e Allin all, the entire paradigm contributes to making the dollar stronger and the rupee
weaker because of the flow of money.
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Fol TR, A aRYeT ST 1 FSTqd 3R T9F H FHAAR T § Fiteh UHT
Jarg g &

o V.K. Vijaykumar, Chief Investment Strategist at Geojit Financial observed that while
the downturn in markets has been because of a combination of factors, the major among
them has been the “relentless Fll selling.”

f.%F. Rerar, Saeie wEaAlad & geg o WEfaeR 3 @r & sefn
SR # PRrae f[&Affies SR &1 Tl &, 398 § 97T HROT & "fFRaw Fil fashr)

e Hetold The Hindu about Flls having sold in the cash market every day, except for two
days, so far this year — totaling to ¥93,907 crore.

3751 & g ! Iar & Flls & 38 Arel 319 d at e 1 sisax &¥ G Fr Aarde &
ST & — el AT ¥93,907 F3|

o He further noted that while domestic institutional investors have been compensating
for the FIl outflows, “market sentiments have been impacted.”

3egiel 31T ST foh Safer ae FFAmrT faers Fll & afgalg 6 RS T ® &,

"TTSR Y HTGAT THTTST g‘é’ gl

e Apurva Sheth, Head of Market Perspectives & Research at SAMCO Securities pointed
out that dollar denominated returns of Indian equities “have not been impressive at
all.”

Iqar A, SAMCO RFaNEer & arche aRveT 3R 3q@E gq@ o garm &
AR AR & ST Feawer # Reet "I g & wermaamelr 78 W@ &1

e Mid and small cap stocks are also experiencing a correction due to the sell-off
spree.
#egw AR wATe o welaw o Rarel i @@ & FROTFUR H AT I o

What is Outlook for the Near-Term?

fAwe sfasy & A eRewor 7 82

e Tightening of trade policies with the probability of a trade war under Trump,
geopolitical tensions, and slowing global growth could influence markets going
forward.

SR Afaat FT F31 @1, €T F TEd AR JU FHT HHGT, seTeiiias dara, AR
dfRgs gefr F A sfasy & SRt & yefad # G B

e According to Mr. Vijaykumar, “FlIs will return to India, only the timing is uncertain.”
RSaFaAR & 37aR, “Flis SR aow A, o wag dfAReq g1

o He further adds, “Indications of a growth and earnings recovery in India and dollar
decline — we do not know when it will happen, will make Flls buyers in India.”

a8 3T FEd &, ARa F e IR 3T YR F Tha 3R SR F R —gw
& SAd foF Tg v B9, STY FlIs FT ART H WAER TATGIN|”

e Additionally, Mr. Vakil holds that deep uncertainty about President Trump’s tariff plans
may keep investors on the “defensive.”
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e As for the outflow, he contends SIP flows are likely to remain strong and should be able
to absorb bulk of the selling.

afgale & aR A, 31 AT § & SIP 9a18 Aofgd &1 et 3N fasharel & 3rfdrmier
BEq & I wied H Terd gl

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper 1V and Essay)

1. 1984 anti-Sikh riots: Delhi court convicts former Cong.

MP in double-murder case / 1984 @ faRrelt &t feeeh
$Y IeTd o qd FAW WHG FT aleY §carhs A gl
ogl1ar
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1984 anti-Sikh riots: Delhi court convicts
former Cong. MP in double-murder case

IGS Paper IV: Ethics

NEW DELHI

A Delhi court on Wednes-
day convicted former Con-
gress MP Sajjan Kumar, 79,
in a double-murder case
related to the 1984 anti-
Sikh riots. He faces a maxi-
mum sentence of death pe-
nalty and a minimum of
life imprisonment.

“The prosecution has
been able to prove its case
against the accused [Ku-
mar] beyond reasonable
doubt,” Special Judge Kave-
ri Baweja said, convicting
Kumar of offences such as
murder, rioting, dacoity,
and arson.

The judge then posted
the arguments for sentenc-
ing on February 18.

TI Essa;

Sajjan Kumar

The case relates to the
murder of S. Jaswant Singh
and his son S. Tarundeep
Singh, residents of Raj Na-
gar, Delhi, at the hands of a
mob during the riots.

It is the case of the pro-
secution that Kumar was
leading the mob and it was
upon his instigation and
abetment that it burnt alive
the two men, damaged
and looted their house,

burnt it down, and inflict-
ed severe injuries on their
family members.

Though the Punjabi
Bagh police station regis-
tered the case initially, a
Special Investigation Team
later took over the probe. It
was stated that no member
of the mob could be identi-
fied at that time by the vic-
tims as they were new to
the area, having shifted
there only around one and
a half months earlier.

Identified photograph

Later, the complainant in
the case, Jaswant’s wife,
saw the photograph of Ku-
mar, who was an MP from
the Congress, in a news
magazine and identified it
to be of “the same bearded

man who was leading the
mob on the day of the
incident”.

The judge noted that
through the evidence, both
oral and documentary,
brought on record during
the course of the trial, “the
prosecution has been able
to bring home the guilt of
the accused”.

The court held that Ku-
mar instigated the mob
and members of the “un-
lawful assembly” were
armed with iron rods, lath-
is, bricks, etc., which
proves that the alleged of-
fences were committed af-
ter having made prepara-
tions. It said the mob used
force and violence as part
of its common object of
looting and rioting.

1984 anti-Sikh riots: Delhi court convicts former Cong. MP in
double-murder case

1984 @ faiedt o faeeh &Y sraTed o 99 FEAW WG
aleY gcaIHhis A G g
Delhi Court Convicts Former Congress MP Sajjan Kumar in 1984 Anti-Sikh Riots Case
feeelt FIE & 1984 F anti-Sikh & & AHA F FEAF F qF WG Hooal FAR HT 3

SerdT

e A Delhi court on Wednesday convicted former Congress MP Sajjan Kumar, 79, in a
double-murder case related to the 1984 anti-Sikh riots.

feeeh FIE A AR F FIF F [ FHG Toolal FAR, 79, FT 1984 &F anti-Sikh gl
¥ ofs 39l AT FA A A g
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e He faces a maximum sentence of death penalty and a minimum of life
imprisonment.

3¢ AT 1 FT IR SNFAHT T FAT FHT ATHAT FAT 95 TohelT gl

e Special Judge Kaveri Baweja said, “The prosecution has been able to prove its case
against the accused [Kumar] beyond reasonable doubt,” convicting Kumar of offenses
such as murder, rioting, dacoity, and arson.

Ay sararefier FEd @S A T, AHASTT gaT A IRAT [FAR] & W@erd 3=
HAHT Heg § W AN F AT §,” FAR T g, oM, Shelt, 3R 3Terared S 3rorest
T g SEd §U

e The judge then posted the arguments for sentencing on February 18.
~grarelier of fhy g W 978 & v 18 wadt Fr ardr@ a3 i

e The case relates to the murder of S. Jaswant Singh and his son S. Tarundeep Singh,
residents of Raj Nagar, Delhi, at the hands of a mob during the riots.

IE ATHAT TS X, Reeh & Hariaal vy, saad g 3K 396 de vh. avda RgdHr
iz g et & STt gcar @ wefRd g

e The prosecution claims that Kumar was leading the mob, and it was upon his
instigation and abetment that the two men were burnt alive, their house was
damaged, looted, and burnt down, and severe injuries were inflicted on their family
members.

HIFATSTT g&T &I &geTl & foh FAR #1g FT Aqed X W@ &, 3R 37 30900 3R A
O XAl qest o fSieT STelr T 31T, 3eiehl &) ASE, ofeT 91T, 3R 3T & garel Y fea
I, 3R 37 IRAR & FeEdt &l IR TS S|

o Initially, the case was registered by Punjabi Bagh police station, but a Special
Investigation Team (SIT) later took over the probe.

YT H Yg A Gl a7 gfaw T & gof fohar 9 o, dfthe a1 A ey S
aol (SIT) o 38 ST Y& H|

o It was stated that no member of the maob could be identified at that time by the victims as
they had shifted to the area only around one and a half months earlier.

g el AT AT & 3@ wE sz ¥ R werw A RiSAr ganr ggEe S8 S wenr
mamammamﬁmgm

o Later, the complainant, Jaswant’s wife, saw the photograph of Kumar, an MP from
Congress, in a news magazine and identified it as “the same bearded man who was
leading the mob on the day of the incident.”

¢ #, STHad 1 Gl F FAR T T BT U FARR T 7 3@, S FHEF &
grae &, 3K 39 ggae foar & ag “agY S idr arer MGHT AT S "eeT & o ofig &

Adcd R T ATI"
e The judge noted that through both oral and documentary evidence, the prosecution
has proven Kumar’s guilt.
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e The court held that Kumar instigated the mob, and members of the unlawful assembly
were armed with iron rods, lathis, bricks, etc., proving that the alleged offences were
committed after preparations.

HIE o @gl & FAR o g A 3haArT iR IFEET T & Foeg AT o3, ae, §¢
nfe & oF A, 5 I8 Tifed ar § & 3T 3t f AR A & 91 39T
feam |

e The court stated that the mob used force and violence as part of its common objective
of looting and rioting.

HIE o FeT fb Mg F o 3R AT 1 SEAAT Feue AR A & WA 3T F
BEd & &7 & o
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