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Quakes may well sharpen India’s seismic readiness

S Paper I: Earth Quake
S Paper lll: DM
Wwo years ago, on February, 6, 2023, the
people of Tiirkiye and Syria were jolted
out of their sleep. At least 17,000 were
killed, with their numbers mounting
within minutes, as a great earthquake shook
those countries in the early hours after 4 a.m., at
7.8 on a scale of O to 10. A second jolt came like a
collaborator of the first, nine hours later,
destroying whatever buildings stood on or
around the scene of the first trauma.

‘Fault lines’ is an expression that we come
across and use as we might ‘glaciers’ or * deserts’.
That is, without realising that it refers to an
intensely volatile and totally unpredictable
phenomenon, like the temper of the proverbial
sleeping dragon or demon. Fault lines lie between
the 15 log-jammed major tectonic plates on which
the earth’s thin crust sits.

These lines can slumber for decades, even
centuries, quietly, one may say so ‘sweetly’, that
their very existence can be forgotten by all except
seismologists. Until...the fault line stir, rise, shake
and then go on to mutilate, destroy and kill
whatever lies on and along those lines.
Depending on the degree of the awakened one’s
temper, the fury lasts or abates till such time as it
lasts or abates.

Nature’s brewing tension

India’s Indian Plate pressing onto the Eurasian
Plate sculpted the Himalaya. The fault line
involved runs right along the great Himalayan arc
that stretches from Kashmir to the North East. It
also implicates adjacent tracts in Pakistan, the
Tibetan Autonomous Region of China, Nepal and
Bhutan.

We are but dimly aware of this. For those of us
who do not live in those stunningly beautiful
tracts, that region means and evokes snow, pure
air, clear waters, holidays and leisure. But we
must know, must understand, the concurrent
‘scene’ which is about potential rubble, ravaged
hill sides, mutilated river courses. And trauma.

We must shake ourselves out of our dangerous
illusion, our perilous innocence about the reality
beneath our feet. Seismologists tell us that the
two great tectonic plates, the Indian and the
Eurasian, have now slept their really deep sleep
long enough now and that the built-up pressure
inside their folds cannot be expected to hold its
tension much longer.

Sure enough, a little over just one month ago,
on January 7, 2025 at 9:05 a.m., an earthquake
measuring Mw 7.1 struck Shigatse city of the Tibet
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Autonomous Region of Southwestern China.
Between 126 and 400 people were reported killed
and 338 were injured. Unmindful of national
borders and oblivious of lines of actual or
notional control, the quake made itself felt in
Nepal and in Northern India.

In the media

On January 10, The Hindu had an editorial,
“Damage control”, that said, ‘If the epicentre had
been located closer to India, the damage could
have been manifold.” And added, ‘Earthquakes in
the Himalayas evoke a special kind of dread in the
country.” The comment was right. Dread they do
cause. But have they occasioned the kind of
intense and urgent planning that is needed? Have
they occasioned national alertness, resolve and
action? The Editorial went on to say,
‘Unfortunately, predicting the day and time is
outside the ambit of current science. Thus, the
best we can hope for is insulation against the
projected damage. It is in this context that
infrastructure development in the Himalayan
region must be viewed. While several of these
projects are intended to smooth the movement of
people and goods, the recurrent landslides and
glacial lake outbursts that wash away dams,
hydropower projects, and roads serve as a
constant reminder of the inherent fragility of the
region. Every form of infrastructure in the region
— power plant or dam — must take into account
the imminence of a major earthquake and the
associated costs factored into planning.’

The Editorial said, ‘Adhering to already
existing building codes, not only in the Himalayas
but in the surrounding Indo-Gangetic plains, can
go a long way in limiting the inevitable damage.’ If
such adherence was good enough as a response
one month ago, the earthquakes that shook the
national capital on February 17, and within four
hours, Siwan in Bihar, suggest that adherence to
existing codes is not enough, Not enough by half.

Social media told us that there were people in
Delhi who said they had never felt a tremor so
big. This was impressionistic, perhaps, but
impressions that come from real sensations
under one’s feet are real in a way that reports and
reconstructed scenes are not. One post said
‘today Delhi and Bihar, tomorrow West Bengal...’

It was salutary and sobering to see a post from
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, barely back from
his brief visit to the United States, reaching out to
the people of Delhi, asking them to stay calm and
take precautionary steps. The really meaningful

precautions are not within the means of the
people. They must come from government, from
the state.

We are now in a contingency that must take
into account: high probability; high financial and
physical cost if provided for, and incalculably
higher if not provided for.

The principle is the same as in any insurance
arrangement: the higher the risk the higher the
premium.

Time to act, and quickly

We need, not just quickly, not just urgently but
quite immediately, to provide for state expense
on, first, fore-closing and rolling back engineering
enterprises that weaken the earth’s crust,
especially rocky terrain, in India’s seismic risk
zones in the ascending calibration of II, IIl and IV.

Second, super-imposing on the existing
seismic zonation maps which are really x-ray
plates, new carefully drawn mapped-plans for the
protection (which can include evacuations,
demolitions and re-building) of highly vulnerable
structures, and assessing the seismic status of
high follow-on secondary risk structures such as
like hydel projects and atomic reactors (Narora in
Uttar Pradesh is located in Zone IV).

Third, setting up a seismic building insurance
scheme wherein premiums for insuring against
collapse can be offered and encouraged.

Fourth, doing an assessment of the costs of
rescue, temporary sheltering and rehabilitation
zone-wise, of dislocated populations.

Fifth, fast-forwarding collaboration with
countries that are experts in the field on
earthquake anticipation through sensors, and
architecture nostrums. This would involve
expenses on hiring consultants.

All this sounds grim. But we should tell
ourselves that there is the ‘good news’ that we
are, as of this moment, ahead of the big seismic
shock that has been anticipated by seismologists.
We are capable of planning with some
composure, even as we recover from the shock of
February 17, not in a post-shock trauma
accompanied by fiscal crippling. And, we have an
institutional advantage in the shape of a Ministry
of Earth Sciences and a Disaster Management
Authority waiting to be harnessed in any scheme
towards seismic resistance.

The ‘motto’ is brief: earthquakes are not to be
prevented, they can scarcely be predicted, even
in our age of Artificial Intelligence. But they can
be prepared for. Is anyone doing that?

Quakes may well sharpen India’s seismic readiness

YbU A HRT BT YHulg dur 3R i o< 8 godt @
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Two years ago, on February 6, 2023, the people of Tiirkiye and Syria were jolted out of
their sleep.

3! 9T Ugd, 6 BIast 2023 &, gt iR WiRar & & sru-t g 3 fga mui

o At least 17,000 were killed, with their numbers mounting within minutes, as a great
earthquake shook those countries in the early hours after 4 a.m., at 7.8 on a scale
of 0 to 10.
%H A $H 17,000 TNT AR 7Y, 3R 3P T $S & fiel § g aift, wifs v
I3 YU A 37 SN B! g & 4 9 & 916 foan fear, Saprdar oA 10 F S 7.8
YTl

e A second jolt came like a collaborator of the first, nine hours later, destroying
whatever buildings stood on or around the scene of the first trauma.
) SEPT Ugd & Weanlt B @vg, =) 6 q1e M, O UEd ged & W R Wl
1 ST o1 fosdt +ft g &t 7w o faam

‘Fault lines’ is an expression that we come across and use as we might ‘glaciers’ or
‘deserts’.

“Piee WS’ T UHI Ueg & FoTHPT 87 JTHAT B ¢ 3R SHBT TN Hd @ 34 gH
AR g1 IPRAEN BT HA

o That is, without realising that it refers to an intensely volatile and totally
unpredictable phenomenon, like the temper of the proverbial sleeping dragon or
demon.

g, gg a1 a8 qug) i a8 v srid uRad-=ite iR g8t ave A iyt geAr
P Wehia wear 8, 9 b ulis Iid 5T S99 91 &R &7 =T

o Fault lines lie between the 15 log-jammed major tectonic plates on which the
earth’s thin crust sits.

Piee A3 15 3AvG T cael-d Wel & oy fRa §, o w gt 9t yaeht e
Crikd

e These lines can slumber for decades, even centuries, quietly, one may say so
‘sweetly’, that their very existence can be forgotten by all except seismologists.
g W13 SIP| a@, Ygi a@ & Afeal 9@, vifaydes @t g&dl § gsi 9 & 3o 39
;ﬁﬁwmm%%mmmﬁm&mmmﬁ Rara

|

e Until...the fault line stir, rise, shake and then go on to mutilate, destroy and kill

whatever lies on and along those lines.

ggi a® ... wiee a1s4 fRandt g, Sodl 8, Radt g iR R N po s asai &
W 3R ATHUTH FIeT 7, I fagpa, 99 ok AR STert 7

Depending on the degree of the awakened one’s temper, the fury lasts or abates till such
time as it lasts or abates.
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India’s Indian Plate pressing onto the Eurasian Plate sculpted the Himalaya.

YRd $ YR We 7 RREA Wie W a9 s1a iR furea &1 fmfor fean

e The fault line involved runs right along the great Himalayan arc that stretches from
Kashmir to the North East.
Tdftra wiee a1z W we feurerft e & W1y ged! 3, o R A AP IWR-qd
% Herdt 31

o It also implicates adjacent tracts in Pakistan, the Tibetan Autonomous Region of
China, Nepal, and Bhutan.
ugu%MFr, o & fosaet W &3, AuTe ik Ye™ A 3T sars! ! oft yuifaa
RGN

We are but dimly aware of this.

U 39 IR § Sad YT AT Jd B

e For those of us who do not live in those stunningly beautiful tracts, that region
means and evokes snow, pure air, clear waters, holidays and leisure.

THH A S AN I MYASE U A X SATh! A 81 384, S o Ug &F 96, TS
4T, 9T U, Bigai 3R R &1 udid g1

¢ But we must know, must understand, the concurrent ‘scene’ which is about
potential rubble, ravaged hill sides, mutilated river courses. And trauma.
AfB=1 5/ =1 TIfRT, WHSAT AR, I AIY-ATY I a1 T’ P, &t Gyfaa
Hd, T8 ¢ Tl fhR, faga Afdal & unt eiv smeama 3 we&fia g1

e We must shake ourselves out of our dangerous illusion, our perilous innocence
about the reality beneath our feet.

B St W Yifa, sraet way # gal Ugfid # gUR W & R #t arafasan
& IR | fgar=n ghmi =

Seismologists tell us that the two great tectonic plates, the Indian and the Eurasian, have
now slept their really deep sleep long enough now and that the built-up pressure inside
their folds cannot be expected to hold its tension much longer.

JHGIoRE g1 TaTd ¢ fob 3t 7t el wie, YR 3Nk R, 3@ erut wed fig #
PIH! T 9P T g1 3 3R 9P S 94 3a19 Fi 34w TH0T 9% 3 d919 P b Pt
Iudlg & Bt ot gt

Sure enough, a little over just one month ago, on January 7, 2025 at 9:05 a.m., an
earthquake measuring Mw 7.1 struck Shigatse city of the Tibet Autonomous Region of
Southwestern China.
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g 99 8, TP WgIA T 4IST 3R IHY Ugd, 7 WG 2025 B GaE 9:05 TS, TH Y&y A T
& eféror-ufye fosga W@ 83 & R W8 &) 19141 1™ Mw 7.1 & B0 1R e e

o Between 126 and 400 people were reported killed and 338 were injured.
126 | 400 TN HIX 7T 3R 338 IS gL

e Unmindful of national borders and oblivious of lines of actual or notional control,
the quake made itself felt in Nepal and in Northern India.

PTG HHATSHT | W 3R IRAfa a1 FTeufra o Y@rsi § M6, 4@y A
AUTE 3R IR YRA A oft et SufRufa wegm s |

In the media

Hifsar o

On January 10, The Hindu had an editorial, “Damage control”, that said, ‘If the epicentre
had been located closer to India, the damage could have been manifold.’

10 a3} @, g fEg 7 U Aures I yIiRia fhan, "Sa Hera”, R we1 T, afe y&u
PT H% R & B gidl, d@ THA B3 A1 9¢ Pl 4T’

e And added, ‘Earthquakes in the Himalayas evoke a special kind of dread in the
country.’
3R 39H SireT, ‘feurea # Y&y 3= H T AW UPR &1 33 ST Fed '

e The comment was right. Dread they do cause.
gg fewoft W@t 1 3 g9 A SR SOT A B

e But have they occasioned the kind of intense and urgent planning that is needed?
T 3T I YPR PI e 3R APIAD ISTT BT HRYT ST § Sl IAD 32

e Have they occasioned national alertness, resolve and action?

HT 3T AT AaDhdl, HHeq 3R PRATS BT SR §7 52

The Editorial went on to say, ‘Unfortunately, predicting the day and time is outside the
ambit of current science.

mwgﬂtrﬁugﬂﬁww, ‘gUTEsT, fam ok wHg 3t yidwramft adam g F R @
qer el

e Thus, the best we can hope for is insulation against the projected damage.
SHIIY, 30 ot Aad 33T 3G HX TP 8, 98 AT JHa o JR&T 3|

e Itis in this context that infrastructure development in the Himalayan region must
be viewed.
3t e o feurerdt & # gfard) e & fawr o1 3@ s wfgul

e While several of these projects are intended to smooth the movement of people
and goods, the recurrent landslides and glacial lake outbursts that wash away
dams, hydropower projects, and roads serve as a constant reminder of the inherent
fragility of the region.
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TRIg YRaa 3R TARR e & fawwie it e, a?rﬁagatrﬁlﬂwaﬁaﬁ?
g@ﬁﬁwéﬁ% &3 Y SR Awar 35 @aR a1e e ¥ wu A o FRa

o Every form of infrastructure in the region — power plant or dam — must take into
account the imminence of a major earthquake and the associated costs factored
into planning.

&7 ¥ gardl et T e U — UTaR Wiie a1 1Y — B U g8 YU &I fAdwedn
3R IR FS ANTdl B AT H IS HRd g faar far s anfru|

The Editorial said, ‘Adhering to already existing building codes, not only in the Himalayas
but in the surrounding Indo-Gangetic plains, can go a long way in limiting the inevitable
damage.’

UG 1Y | 8T 71, ‘UgA | HIN[g YT BIS P UTa- $1, T Had fgarad § afcs
3THUYTH & Indo-Gangetic g1 H, et &fa & Wiftra $31 o da1 I aa & g&ar
gl

o If such adherence was good enough as a response one month ago, the earthquakes
that shook the national capital on February 17, and within four hours, Siwan in
Bihar, suggest that adherence to existing codes is not enough, Not enough by half.

gfg To WA Ugdl 9 A T UTer ufafshar & & § gafe T, dt 17 Bras) 31 Ik
TS B RT3 A Y& iR IR U & iR fagR & Wia= ¥ gu Y& a8 Iad
g o div[er wigw &1 ura- yai 781 8, ond & W w1

e Social media told us that there were people in Delhi who said they had never felt a
tremor so big.
Tiera Hifsar A gd garar f fewh & 88 & & sl #e1 fo 3511 &t saar se1
U gggH el fobani

e This was impressionistic, perhaps, but impressions that come from real sensations
under one’s feet are real in a way that reports and reconstructed scenes are not.

g MG YHTATHS YT, AT ol HaGATE et & WY & i | Irafds Fu & st
&, 9 Ruiet ofik gafifa ezt & orem gt 51

¢ One post said ‘today Delhi and Bihar, tomorrow West Bengal...

o It was salutary and sobering to see a post from Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
barely back from his brief visit to the United States, reaching out to the people of
Delhi, asking them to stay calm and take precautionary steps.

7 T RIaTIE 3R 1R aTd 9 e e g 1 gR1 T Uke 36 TE, oY orgh
T Iog SARST Ft wiere g & snfi-anft @ 3, it & w3 =nifa s
TG 3R AU HeH I BT 3RIY FX T A

e The really meaningful precautions are not within the means of the people. They
must come from government, from the state.
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We are now in a contingency that must take into account: high probability; high financial
and physical cost if provided for, and incalculably higher if not provided for.

T 39 Ue T FRUf & & Forrdl e & e wifRw: S wurar; afe 39 were fasar mar

S faxia ok IR @rTa, 3k afe 9 uem =16t fava ot at sue @nTa o8 AT i |

The principle is the same as in any insurance arrangement: the higher the risk the higher
the premium.

Rrgia 981 & s f=ft +ff Siar soawat & giar 8: foraen st sifew, Iaer st hftme)

Time to act, and quickly

PIATS B BT JHY, 3R STect

We need, not just quickly, not just urgently but quite immediately, to provide for
state expense on, first, fore-closing and rolling back engineering enterprises that
weaken the earth’s crust, especially rocky terrain, in India’s seismic risk zones in the
ascending calibration of II, lll and IV.

B, 7 $ad Tecl, 7 Had aIepTid U A 9few qud, Iod Td &1 IISHT a1+ 91T,
T Ugd, 39 SO IuwHl $i d¢ H 3R fie Wieq & e ot gedt &t e
DI HHAGR B4 5, AT ©9 F ggHl a1 H, YR & Y il ey a=1 & 1, m i
IV & 9¢d A & AR |

Second, super-imposing on the existing seismic zonation maps which are really x-
ray plates, new carefully drawn mapped-plans for the protection (which can
include evacuations, demolitions and re-building) of highly vulnerable structures,
and assessing the seismic status of high follow-on secondary risk structures such as
like hydel projects and atomic reactors (Narora in Uttar Pradesh is located in Zone

V).

, Hie[aT YUY S il W1, St 3RTe # TeR-¥ Wieq $1 aXE g €, ¢ graur!
FUR FPT TT ToRY-GrerTaH B STET S e Wi SRS DI Y&

(Forr freprl, faedw ofk gaftator wnfier &) webd @) & forg 8, ofik = wifew ara

RIS o 2gd TRATSHTY 3R wRATY] Ruaesl it Yoty fRufa &1 geaie

HAT (ST UG d RIS IV H R 3) |

Third, setting up a seismic building insurance scheme wherein premiums for

insuring against collapse can be offered and encouraged.

TR, TP YU Ya-T 71 gior1 RITUd HIA71 o g8+ & Raares S e &
fere iftraw &) Uz &) o1 9! @ SR 3 Mienfed frar st aoar g1

Fourth, doing an assessment of the costs of rescue, temporary sheltering and
rehabilitation zone-wise, of dislocated populations.

Y, FU19, SR ST 3R YT & AT BT T BT, faRTUd s ien &
forg gFar|

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page7



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Fifth, fast-forwarding collaboration with countries that are experts in the field on
earthquake anticipation through sensors, and architecture nostrums. This would
involve expenses on hiring consultants.

Uigd, YU &1 yiasgarolt & fore faxiug = & A1 GgaiT & 9 &A1, SR b
T ¥, 3R IRGH AT SUTR] UR | SHH TATGHRI DI YT H3 W) T gl

All this sounds grim. But we should tell ourselves that there is the ‘good news’ that we
are, as of this moment, ahead of the big seismic shock that has been anticipated by
seismologists.

g 9 TR @rar 31 afp g Ge A U8 T Uit fF Ue oS Wav 8 fP gu, sq e &
TR, 39 93 YHUlg Fed | M § et yfssramh Sxm«ifore 3 @1 31

We are capable of planning with some composure, even as we recover from the
shock of February 17, not in a post-shock trauma accompanied by fiscal crippling.

TH PO YA &A1Y TS 11 | Y& ¢, g1 a [ 17 Bra & ek F IaA &
R, 9 f diRe-=1ie smara | ot fasdta Joa & 9y gt

And, we have an institutional advantage in the shape of a Ministry of Earth
Sciences and a Disaster Management Authority waiting to be harnessed in any
scheme towards seismic resistance.

3R, TR U U WRITTG a1 § St gt fag= e SiiR simuer uae wiftreor &
U H g, ot YHula uferiy & g faewdt off giormn & &1 o & g duR 3

The ‘motto’ is brief: earthquakes are not to be prevented, they can scarcely be
predicted, even in our age of Artificial Intelligence. But they can be prepared for.
el T 8: Yaul B AbT T8 oIl FebdT, 3 TG 51 Uiasgarft fare o g@d €,
w@%mmmmﬁm dAfepr 39 fore dar far s
Hhdl el
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Is anyone doing that?

T HIS THT I 8T 82

A planet on the edge: are Saturn’s
rings older than they look?

The Solar System is constantly bombarded by dark pieces of fine dust. Astronomers expected this dust to be omnipresent in Saturn’s rings, but this is not the case, so they
surmised the rings are 100 million years old. This was a simple explanation, but it had a catch: scientists did not know how the rings could have formed so recently

(GS Paper I: Geograph

Unnati Ashar

debate about the age of
Saturn’s resplendent rings has
been raging for a few decades
now, with no end in sight. A
new study by researchers at the Institute
of Science Tokyo and the Paris Institute of
Planetary Physics has fresh spin to offer
now that could recast the conversation.

Saturn’s rings are an arresting sight
even through modest telescopes. The
planet is made mostly of hydrogen and
helium, whereas the rings are billions of
pieces of mostly bright-white water ice
and rock. Some of these pieces are as
small as a grain of salt; others are as big as
a house.

Four spacecraft have visited Saturn
thus far, all launched by NASA: Pioneer 11
and the twin Voyagers 1and 2 flew by it
while Cassini orbited Saturn from 2004 to
2017.

Unusually clean

Cassini in particular found the rings to be
squeaky clean, with very little dirt. This is
unusual because everything in the Solar
System, including the earth, is constantly
bombarded by dark pieces of dust, each
finer than a grain of sand. These particles
are fragments of larger chunks of rock in
space.Most of this debris burns up in the
earth’s atmosphere when they get too
close and never reach the surface.Around
Saturn, astronomers expected this dark
dust to be omnipresent in the rings, but
this is not the case.
Based on this, scientists hypothesised
that Saturn’s rings are relatively new, only
around 100 million years old — too young
to have accumulated the dust. This a
simple explanation, which is good, but
there is a catch: scientists do not know
how the rings could have formed so
recently.

Rings out of time
In these last 100 million years, the Solar
System has been pretty calm.

“In the very early stages of the
formation of our solar system, around
four billion years ago, the system was
chaotic and unstable,” Ryuki Hyodo, from
the Institute of Science Tokyo, Chief
Science Officer at Tokyo-based company
SpaceData Inc., and a coauthor of the
new study, said. “Therefore, there is a
greater chance of a big, dynamical event
happening then that could form Saturn’s
rings.”

“Crater size distribution is used to
constrain the age of solid bodies in the
solar system,” Sean Hsu, a research
scientist at the University of Colorado
Boulder who was not involved in the new

Address
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Aview of Saturn’s rings over time was captured by the Hubble Space Telescope in 2001. NASA

study, added. “For Saturn’s rings, age
determination is even more difficult -
there are no craters, and the collisional
nature of ring particles erases most of its
history. Depending on which
measurements you choose, it is not too
surprising that people end up with very
different age estimates.”

“In my view, the ‘blind men and an
elephant’ is not a bad metaphor here.”

Keep them out

In the new analysis, Hyodo’s computer
models showed that when dust particles
collided with ice in Saturn’s rings, they
evaporated and dispersed into hundreds
of even smaller flecks, which Cassini had
also observed.

The models showed that these particles
then smash into Saturn itself, beat the
planet’s gravitational pull, or are dragged
into the planet’s raging atmosphere. In
other words, the pearly shine of Saturn’s
rings is not thanks to them being young
but because they have a way to eject such
foreign bodies that enter their delicate
world. In sum, there’s no reason for older
rings to be darker (or vice versa).

In fact, the rings could be as old as the
Solar System, according to Hyodo.

“The basic assumption in the debate
about the age of the Saturnian rings
centres around the water ice composition
of the ring particles,” Wing-Huen Ip, who
studies the origins of the Solar System and

NASA launched the Clipper
mission to study Jupiter's moon
Europa, which is dynamically
linked to Jupiter and contains a
subsurface ocean, in October
2024

the formation of planets at the National
Central University, Taiwan, and who was
not a part of the new study, said. “We
actually can’t be 100% sure that this is
true.”

“Such an estimate is indeed
questionable, because we do not know
what the ring composition was when it
formed,” Hsu said.The new findings were
published in the journal Nature Geoscience
in December 2024.

Europa, Enceladus, and beyond
Determining when Saturn got its signature
rings isn’t just a matter of curiosity.
interest in probing the age of Saturn’s
rings is beyond the rings themselves — it is
about the implications, and there are
many,” Hsu said. “Enceladus, the
geologically active moon of Saturn, is a
top-priority target to study habitability
and astrobiology due to active plume
activity from its subsurface ocean. The
evolution of Saturn’s rings has
fundamental impacts on the evolution of
Enceladus and other icy moons of Saturn,
as they’re dynamically coupled.”
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In the mid-2000s, Cassini found
plumes abundant in water molecules
leaking from Enceladus’s southern
hemisphere. It also recorded evidence of
cryovolcanoes, icy promontories spewing
hydrogen, salt crystals, water vapour and
ice, and volatile compounds like
ammonia. The vapour condenses into
solid flakes, not unlike snow on the earth,
and drifts into one of Saturn’s rings.

In 2014, NASA scientists reported

finding evidence of a 10-km-thick ocean of

liquid water under Enceladus’s south pole
region in Cassini data. Ip believes
investigating how icy grains from the
plumes of Enceladus affect the ring’s
composition could play a major role in
determining the ring’s age.

In related news, NASA launched the
Clipper mission to study Jupiter’s moon
Europa, which is similarly dynamically
linked to Jupiter and contains a
subsurface ocean as well, in October
2024.

The new study could also help explain
why the Solar System’s four gas giants
have such diverse ring systems. Either
they were different by birth or diverged as
they grew. The dynamics unveiled in the
study could infuse fresh insight into this
debate.“We may propose to send a
spacecraft to Saturn’s rings to study them
in more detail,” Hyodo said.

(Unnati Ashar is a freelance science
Jjournalist. unnati a@ymail.com)

THE GIST

According to researchers,
determining the age of
‘Satum’s rings is difficult —
there are no craters, and the
collisional nature of ring
particles erases most of its
history. It is not surprising
that people end up with
different estimates’

v

Computer models show that
when dust collides with ice in
Saturn's rings, they evaporate
and are dispersed. So the
pearly shine of the rings is
not thanks to them being
young. There is no reason for
older rings to be darker. In
fact, they could be as old as
the Solar System

v

Determining the age of
Saturn's rings is ‘about the
implications.’ ‘Enceladus,
Saturn’s moon, is a
top-priority target to study
habitability due to plume
activity. The evolution of the
rings has impacts on the
evolution of Enceladus and
other moons of Saturn
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A planet on the edge: are Saturn’s rings older than they look?

fF IR IR T Te: 1 A & Sed fem I wrer RE &2

The Solar System is constantly bombarded by dark pieces of fine dust.
Astronomers expected this dust to be omnipresent in Saturn’s rings, but this is not
the case, so they surmised the rings are 100 million years old. This was a simple
explanation, but it had a catch: scientists did not know how the rings could have
formed so recently

TR Hsd A TR Y& & HTA BN B AR gl I8! 3| TNafagl & Iufie 4t i
g Yol I & Seall § gdeardt ghft, afth= T =€ 2, safe 31 Srgw avmar fb
oot 100 Ffera af R €1 a8 e e saren A, Afe 399 e 9T on: et
PRI T Y P B A A PR T TP &

Debate About the Age of Saturn’s Rings

I & qadi Dt Y WR T84

e A debate about the age of Saturn’s resplendent rings has been raging for a few
decades now, with no end in sight.

M & ISad Tl DI 3R B! A [UBA $S XD U 6 IR g, DT By 3fd ToR
TeT 3|

e A new study by researchers at the Institute of Science Tokyo and the Paris Institute of
Planetary Physics has fresh spin to offer now that could recash the conversation.

S R SR ok AR 78T & Wil SR & Qiuddtell gRI Us 71 sreagT
3g 3 fean &t 8, SR Ira=did &) a1 A s i gar g1

Saturn’s Rings

ofy & 9ag

e Saturn’s rings are an arresting sight even through modest telescopes.
Y & 90T TSP T ©, Tg! d fob YR SeilRepidl & 40|

e The planet is made mostly of hydrogen and helium, whereas the rings are billions of
pieces of mostly bright-white water ice and rock.

U5 0B U ¥ gIggio 3R gIferas ¥ &1 5, e aad §& ¥ 4 THHGR-TWE Ut
B T 3R TEHl & 3Rl ghSl J T &
e Some of these pieces are as small as a grain of salt; others are as big as a house.

I CHhel B W S THS & oM a1 81 § Tafe s wR A s |

Spacecraft Visits to Saturn

Y BT ERT B[ Tl Srafver ar=
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Four spacecraft have visited Saturn thus far, all launched by NASA: Pioneer 11 and the
twin Voyagers 1 and 2 flew by it, while Cassini orbited Saturn from 2004 to 2017.

39 qab I BT GRT R a1t IR Sfiker I, Gl Tram gy @il fobt 71w & ureforaR 11
3R et araer 1 3R 2 7 I & U ¥ ISH 1YY, Safe SR A i o1 afema ot
2004 ¥ 2017 T |

Unusually Clean
ST U | 16

Cassini in particular found the rings to be squeaky clean, with very little dirt.

IRy ¥u ¥ SR 2 R {6 g7 aga 91w ¥, 378 9gd 1 Aferdan R

This is unusual because everything in the Solar System, including the Earth, is constantly
bombarded by dark pieces of dust, each finer than a grain of sand.

g ST § Fifer IR Hed # gR e, o gt +f et 8, TR &1t Ya & gl
Y AT B 3, Sl ¥ & &M § Hl uad g1d ©

These particles are fragments of larger chunks of rock in space.

J U7 3fafer H 98 TEHI P S B B

Around Saturn, astronomers expected this dark dust to be omnipresent in the rings, but
this is not the case.

A & U, TRl 2 el 3t 2 fos g w1elt ¢ aadl § g% S8 it a1y,
GIEERSIERE

Scientists’ Hypothesis About the Age of Saturn’s Rings

T & Il B g S IR | AFD] BT AN

Based on this, scientists hypothesized that Saturn’s rings are relatively new, only
around 100 million years old — too young to have accumulated the dust.

3P YR TR, IMb] 3 STHH e fob U & aerd SIET 7T €, Had dTHT 100
fferas af RA § — 399 U fr 3= 4@ s A8t @ gt

This was a simple explanation, which is good, but there is a catch: scientists do not
know how the rings could have formed so recently.

g T O oAre ot 5 313t oft, AT 59w U U §: 33 U8 T8l oiHd fb ao
39 BT 81 W Y &9 Thd ¢

Rings Out of Time
HHY | 918Y 997

In these last 100 million years, the Solar System has been pretty calm.

s 100 fferas aul &, R Hsd F15! 2id BT 3|

“In the very early stages of the formation of our solar system, around four billion years
ago, the system was chaotic and unstable,” Ryuki Hyodo, from the Institute of Science
Tokyo, Chief Science Officer at Tokyo-based company SpaceData Inc., and a coauthor of

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Pagel 1



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

the new study, said.

FAR AR ded S 101 P Uga TRl §, S U IR 3RT AT Ugd, I8 JUlTelt 3RTS 3R
SRR ot TgE g, el o TR Q, el YT Uit WS el §. S T AND
SYBRY 3R T8 LTI S g-AGDH o BTl

“Therefore, there is a greater chance of a big, dynamical event happening then that
could form Saturn’s rings.”

"ZfeTT, I JHT Jat, Tfareiiel ge=T g o JHTaT 31 oft, St If 3 gt o1 fmfor
PR gehar At

Challenges in Determining the Age of Saturn’s Rings

I & gl 3t g Fuffva 3 & gfaa

“Crater size distribution is used to constrain the age of solid bodies in the solar
system,” Sean Hsu, a research scientist at the University of Colorado Boulder, who was
not involved in the new study, added.

TS P MHR fIARUT FH ITANT AR Hed & 31 IRRT &1 3 Feilka s & forg fopa
ST &, I &, FHaRic! 3t BIaRTS! dicer & Uh Y al-d, g1+ 78 3reqg" |
HITT 8] feram, = PeTl
“For Saturn’s rings, age determination is even more difficult — there are no craters, and
the collisional nature of ring particles erases most of its history.”

21 & ol & forg, 3y MaufRor 3R off 31t wfe 8 — i ugi o1g w8 T €, 3R
Y HUN ) <hTd UPTa B 3fagrg o) fer et g1

“Depending on which measurements you choose, it is not too surprising that people end
up with very different age estimates.”

g 3 I1d W R Ha1 8 {5 319 o1-3f A1 gd §, T8 §8d 8304 o3 alelt a1d -Tel §
o Q7T g SIERT ST ST & 1Y JH B & 1"

“In my view, the ‘blind men and an elephant’ is not a bad metaphor here.”

"R SR, T5T “3te 3reHt R g1l U /1 ¥ US 8l g 1"

Keep them out

TR AR

In the new analysis, Hyodo’'s computer models showed that when dust particles
collided with ice in Saturn’s rings, they evaporated and dispersed into hundreds of even
smaller flakes, which Cassini had also observed.

T3 faxawor &, el & swer disd A foum i 99 §@ &1 U & aadl § 9 9 e
&, 0 d IId 81 9ITd 8 3R Ybs! BIC-BIC ghsl H b Sld &, ford BRI 1 +ff < )
The models showed that these particles then smash into Saturn itself, beat the planet's
gravitational pull, or are dragged into the planet’s raging atmosphere.

Tied A foamar f T Hur fiiR =i IR eHhRId §, U8 & TSaIdyUl 6 &1 &30 ¢, AT TS &
37 agHed § T 5 B
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In other words, the pearly shine of Saturn’s rings is not thanks to them being young but
because they have a way to eject such foreign bodies that enter their delicate world.
TR eg] B, M & gadt o Wit SR a8 3UHT HRUT ! ¢ [ 3 gar 8, afew safou §
Fifh 37 U T faexlt IRRT 1 18R AT &1 il § S 3% Ad GOR J Taw
A G

In sum, there’s no reason for older rings to be darker (or vice versa).

& H, R aeat & 3R 81N BT bl HRUT LT & (31 3P IR |

In fact, the rings could be as old as the Solar System, according to Hyodo.

IRAd §, 9T HR Hed foraq R 81 Ihd §, &gl & SR |

The Debate About Saturn's Ring Age
M & qadl BT AT R 989

“The basic assumption in the debate about the age of the Saturnian rings centers
around the water ice composition of the ring particles,” Wing-Huen Ip, who studies
the origins of the Solar System and the formation of planets at the National Central
University, Taiwan, and who was not a part of the new study, said.

QI & Il B G R 969 H UM aadl Bt 91b & ofd WHed & aR J g Ar=dl
g, fd71-301 35U, o IR Hed &1 IAfT 3R T5 & 0 BT & HRd ¢, A ded
gfaRid, agam &, 3R 9 78 3reaa o1 fewa 1ol 9, 3 FeTl

“We actually can't be 100% sure that this is true.”

"gH ad H 100% AT 781 81 Gobd [ g5 G 51"

“Such an estimate is indeed questionable, because we do not know what the ring
composition was when it formed,” Hsu said.

'S TRE $T I IRAd § HEGRUG &, FI1h §F T8 -Ta] S 1o ofd qerd b 107 gan
T 9 94 BT HHe- o1 U1, §Y - Hall

The new findings were published in the journal Nature Geoscience in December 2024.

T3 o AR forargs o ¥ fedar 2024 & Ua1Rd g3

Europa, Enceladus, and Beyond

RITT, TAASY 3R ITH 3m

Determining when Saturn got its signature rings isn't just a matter of curiosity.

M & I B! U5 B 1 I8 DHad (ol B v =51 g

“The interest in probing the age of Saturn’s rings is beyond the rings themselves — it is
about the implications, and there are many,” Hsu said.

QI & T DI MY BT LT HA | I had gl dob I T8 § — T8 3P YHTA!
& IR T g, 3R TP Jgd TR UHTE §," g A Hall

“Enceladus, the geologically active moon of Saturn, is a top-priority target to study
habitability and astrobiology due to active plume activity from its subsurface ocean.”

"TRASY, M BT YAFI® &9 & Alhd a5HT, SMaritadr 3R safagm= &1 i
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R P fore v o rufiiesar aren e €, Fiife 39 YT HERITR 3§ Ifha ¢
SO It g 1"

e "The evolution of Saturn’s rings has fundamental impacts on the evolution of Enceladus
and other icy moons of Saturn, as they're dynamically coupled.”

"R & Tl BT [IHT GAYT YHTG STAdl & THced 3R X & 37 Juid dgHTS &
faera W, ife 3 mfoeiicl ©0 4 oL gU I

e In the mid-2000s, Cassini found plumes abundant in water molecules leaking from
Enceladus’s southern hemisphere.

Y 2000s T, HR 2 tAdsT & oféofl Mend 9 i g9 areh wrar sropei & 4=t ¢jam
IS US|

e It also recorded evidence of cryovolcanoes, icy promontories spewing hydrogen, salt
crystals, water vapour, and ice, and volatile compounds like ammonia.
< BTAIGP! (GBiel sarargan) & yH 4 Reis by, S gresier, T9e & frwed,
S aTe, 3R 96 U7 SRR T SIY Srif=rar &1 371e 36 3

e The vapour condenses into solid flakes, not unlike snow on the earth, and drifts into
one of Saturn’s rings.
aTS] B el § Ypiad &) Sl &, Sl gl TR &b P Ok Bl ©, 3R A & Teb g &
RG]

e In 2014, NASA scientists reported finding evidence of a 10-km-thick ocean of liquid
water under Enceladus’s south pole region in Cassini data.
2014 F, AT & AID! 7 SR ST H TAdSH & ofémft ¢a &5 & i 10 feht
HIeT HeTHNR AR ST o1 JHIU Urd] |

e Ip believes investigating how icy grains from the plumes of Enceladus affect the ring’s
composition could play a major role in determining the ring'’s age.

3T A 8 fh TAASH & 34T Io I TWIA HUN T g & Teed IR UG BT T
gy & 31y MefRd B § e yftresT AT goar 2|

e Inrelated news, NASA launched the Clipper mission to study Jupiter’s moon Europa,
which is similarly dynamically linked to Jupiter and contains a subsurface ocean as well,
in October 2024.
eIt GHER H, AT A Sfiex & 9T BT 3T R & [oTE U fw= af=
?m, o Fftrer il U A ST 531 § 3R 39H YiATd HernR off €, sragav 2024

I

e The new study could also help explain why the Solar System’s four gas giants have
such diverse ring systems.
T3 ST U8 H Aae IR Iohd! ¢ I8 GHS A fb IR Hed & IR 19 fiwer & o 1
fafdy aera yomelt =i 51

e Either they were different by birth or diverged as they grew.
1 A O Y ST & A7 OI-o1  §8 g, d 3T g1 Y|

e The dynamics unveiled in the study could infuse fresh insight into this debate.

T § ISR gU ! 39 969 H 73 SHHR] STd Jbd! |
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e "“We may propose to send a spacecraft to Saturn’s rings to study them in more detail,”
Hyodo said.

"5 N & qerdl BT AT B P fo1g T ARl T Wel BT ITd B Fabd! o, Tt

= T

Cgamjlgq shaking

Q: What is an
earthquake
swarm?
A: An earthquake
swarm occurs
when multiple
seismic events of
comparable intensity strike a
small area in relatively quick
succession.

A state of emergency has been
declared on Greece’s Santorini
and the nearby islands of los,
Amorgos, and Anafi after a swarm
of undersea earthquakes this
month, sometimes every few
minutes, prompted thousands of
people to move to the mainland.
Greece’s chief seismologist has
said the frequency of earthquakes
affecting the area has eased in
recent days, but that the outlook
for continued tremors in the
coming weeks remains uncertain.

“Unfortunately, for now, we
must wait,” seismologist Costas
Papazachos told state-run ERT
radio on February 17.
Papazachos, a professor of
geophysics at the University of
Thessaloniki, is currently on two
emergency committees that
include scientists and officials
from government, the military,
and emergency services. He said
Santorini, a volcanic island
shaped by catastrophic eruptions,
didn’t face danger from its
dormant volcano but noted that

Members of a Greek military geographical team conduct
measurements to evaluate potential structural changes
due to the ongoing seismic activity on the volcanic island
of Nea Kameni in Greece. REUTERS

magma was affecting the tremors.

“The root cause of the activity is the
interaction of tectonic and magmatic processes,”
he said. “That does not mean that the molten
material will manage to break through 8 km of
crust and cause a new volcanic eruption.”
Swarms have been reported in peninsular India.

After heavy rain, water seeps into small fractures

in underground rocks. A 2008 study estimated

that for every 10 metre’s rise in the water table,
the pressure inside the rocks increased by

almost 1 atm, and which is released in
earthquake swarms.
— The Hindu Bureau (with inputs from agencies)

¥

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in

with the subject ‘Daily page’

Can’t stop shaking

fea= 9 181 B Fd

What is an earthquake swarm?

YU BT FS T 67

. An earthquake swarm occurs when
multiple seismic events of comparable
intensity strike a small area in relatively
quick succession.

&Y BT FS Td I & Sfd FAM el &
P YUY geATE Th B &7 H Sea-oleg]
gfed gl 5|

. A state of emergency has been
declared on Greece’s Santorini and the
nearby islands of los, Amorgos, and Anafi
after a swarm of undersea earthquakes this
month, sometimes every few minutes,

prompted thousands of people to move to
the mainland.

U TR 95 & 1 Y@l & ¥ & dg,
TR & et 3R urd & €1 los,
Amorgos, 3 Anafi TR (AT G
fram g, ;- R oe A dem
e Tl 3 BT G b TR Y 3R
A HR & e aoreR foa|

o Greece's chief seismologist has said the frequency of earthquakes affecting the area has
eased in recent days, but that the outlook for continued tremors in the coming weeks
remains uncertain.
W & T YufawT = Ha1 fb 59 &3 H yhul &1 gl g1 b RAI A FH B IS 8,
AferT STt gull Hf ST U & fog ufawraht sreay s+t g3 3

e "Unfortunately, for now, we must wait,” seismologist Costas Papazachos told state-run
ERT radio on February 17.
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Papazachos, a professor of geophysics at the University of Thessaloniki, is currently on
two emergency committees that include scientists and officials from government, the
military, and emergency services.

graTeTE N, ST Agate! fayfaemay § yaifaet & Uit €, 349 | & SardeTed
Tfafer & wnfiret 8, o SRR, 379 9R Smurdesra Jareff & ifisRt oiR axfe
e B

He said Santorini, a volcanic island shaped by catastrophic eruptions, didn't face
danger from its dormant volcano but noted that magma was affecting the tremors.

3 Fgl i AR, S emufee fawewiel 3 sMeR foran Ue Sarargxd €u @, efma
fAfery Sarargelt I TR &1 ATEAT 6] a6 AT, dfdd 34 ag it Aie fasa fo wva
DU DI GHTIT B TaT T

“The root cause of the activity is the interaction of tectonic and magmatic processes,”
he said.

AT BT 7 SR YU 3R HHATRS Ufcharsit o1 STt yHTa 8, 3514 Hell
“That does not mean that the molten material will manage to break through 8 km of
crust and cause a new volcanic eruption.”

"D IaAd I8 el ¢ o fUeen gon uerf 8 ft & ikd &l disH T a1 sararg!
farepie sy

Swarms in India

HRA A gs

Swarms have been reported in peninsular India.

S 9 e SRRuT Wi & ROt 1 7 &)

After heavy rain, water seeps into small fractures in underground rocks.

R TR & S8, 5 YT It § Ble-31e &R § Ruar g

A 2008 study estimated that for every 10 metre’s rise in the water table, the pressure
inside the rocks increased by almost 1 atm, and which is released in earthquake swarms.

Tdh 2008 I T STHTHG fovarm a7 o7 foh &iet TR § &R 10 Hiex &t gfx & o, g
& 3fER GAId I 1 T §¢ Il &, 3R I8 4HU & s § Refiw g |
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This image combines data from NASA’s Chandra X-ray Observatory with an image previously released by the James Webb Space Telescope of the NGC 602 star cluster. The
ring-like outline of the wreath seen in Webb data (in orange, yellow, green, and blue) is made up of dense clouds of dust. X-rays (red) emitted by young, massive stars illuminate
the wreath. ESA/WEBB, NASA & CSA, P. ZEIDLER

(GS Paper ll: Polity, Governance, and International Relations)

1. India, Qatar elevate ties to strategic partnership / HIRd
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2. 'Disrespectful’ to appoint CEC at midnight, says Rahul /
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3. Time and timing / IHY 3R 99Y

4. Eroding federalism / HYdTg BT &R0
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India, Qatar elevate ties
to strategic partnership

Modi, visiting Emir of Qatar discuss possibility of a bilateral FTA, and West Asian developments;

both sides sign double taxation avoidance pact, agree to deepen relations in trade and security

|GS Paper II: India-Qatar|

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

atar, a major ener-
gy supplier to In-
dia, on Tuesday

signed an agreement to
elevate India-Qatar rela-
tionship to the level of a
strategic partnership, offi-
cials here said.

The Ministry of External
Affairs announced that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and the visiting Emir,
Sheikh Tamim Bin Hamad
Al-Thani, discussed multi-
ple issues, including the
ongoing Israel-Palestine
conflict in the Gaza Strip.
Both sides are also explor-
ing the possibility of finalis-
ing a Free Trade Agree-
ment (FTA).

“Strategic partnership
elevates the present state
of bilateral relation to the
strategic level. We are look-

Warmer tles Narendra Modi with the Emir of Qatar Sheikh Tamim
Bin Hamad Al-Thani, in New Delhi on Tuesday. SHIVKUMAR PUSHPAKAR

ing at deepening coopera-
tion in the fields of trade,
investment, energy, securi-
ty as well as in the regional
and international fora,”
said Arun Kumar Chatter-
jee, Secretary (CPV&OIA),
while briefing the media
following the bilateral dis-
cussion. The two sides also
signed a double taxation

avoidance treaty.

“India and GCC are ne-
gotiating about having an
FTA. Both India and Qatar
are (also) exploring the
signing of a FTA in the fu-
ture,” said Mr. Chatterjee,
announcing that India is
considering going ahead
with a bilateral FTA with
Qatar as discussion for an

India-GCC FTA continues.
The Indian side also said
that the strategic partner-
ship would have a security
component, though a clear
timeline for such a process

was not articulated.
Bilateral trade

A total of 38 Qatari entities
representing retail, fi-

nance, and energy sector
participated in the deliber-
ations where the two sides
resolved to double bilateral
trade to $28 billion.

The visit also presented
a challenge for both sides,
as Purnendu Tiwary, an ex-
Indian Navy commander,
remains in Qatari custody,
even though seven other
detainees from the same
2022 case were repatriated
in February 2024.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

India, Qatar elevate
ties to strategic
partnership

YR 3R Far A
3 Yot Bi
IUHIfa® ARt

dd deldl

Modi, visiting Emir of
Qatar discuss possibility of
a bilateral FTA, and West
Asian developments; both
sides sign double taxation
avoidance pact, agree to
deepen relations in trade
and security

A R FaR & R A
efta T T &t HHTET

fgu
3R ufdw eRE gearpdl R 9=t $1; <41 uall A Sy S1UTH | 9919 & JHEA W)
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Qatar-India Strategic Partnership
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e Qatar, a major energy supplier to India, on Tuesday signed an agreement to elevate
India-Qatar relationship to the level of a strategic partnership, officials here said.
FeR, Sl URA & AU T TGE SHolt MYfladi 5, 7 HTAIR & U THgid IR gxeR fhy
difes HRA-BHeR Heell Bl IO ATgIGRT & TR db TG/ Sl Tob, USRI A Tgi
Pell

e The Ministry of External Affairs announced that Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
the visiting Emir, Sheikh Tamim Bin Hamad Al-Thani, discussed multiple issues,
including the ongoing Israel-Palestine conflict in the Gaza Strip.
fard=n wiaTerg A Givon 3 6 g s 11d) S8R Srige TR, 3 7 o gHe
3-UT, 3 B3 HEl W T o, Rorw e ug § 9 3 sersa-fbferee wud & o
e foba |

e Both sides are also exploring the possibility of finalizing a Free Trade Agreement (FTA).
SHI Uef Had HTUR JHE (TWHlT) S 3ifdd TG ¢ &1 JHIa &t Ht g HR @ ¢

o "Strategic partnership elevates the present state of bilateral relations to the strategic
level. We are looking at deepening cooperation in the fields of trade, investment,
energy, security as well as in the regional and international fora,” said Arun Kumar
Chatterjee, Secretary (CPV&OIA), while briefing the media following the bilateral
discussion.

OHIfIP APERT I fguaia Jeiel o1 rifdes TR d% derdil 5| g4 arforsy, A,
Sl R 3 A1 T TENT B TR P B W-ET A IR SterRTgv el A ) W
oM R IR $R W@ B 30 PHR desl, afa @ididt siR i), 7 fgueha ==i &
1 Hif$aT ! adrT|

e The two sides also signed a double taxation avoidance treaty.
QT Uall A et HRIUTH |/ Fu1d wHeid W 4 gaeR P

e “India and GCC are negotiating about having an FTA. Both India and Qatar are (also)
exploring the signing of an FTA in the future,” said Mr. Chatterjee, announcing that India
is considering going ahead with a bilateral FTA with Qatar as discussion for an India-
GCC FTA continues.
"R 3R SR THEIT & SR # S1did R 36 6| HRA SR SR (H) Hidwr & Tidit R
THIGR B B} YU R fIIR R 35 8, ol Fesil = a1, 3R 9ivon 31 i WRd S &
1y fguel Twdle of 3 9gM R faR &R @1 §, wifes HRA-SiiRf vt R ==t
SN

e The Indian side also said that the strategic partnership would have a security
component, though a clear timeline for such a process was not articulated.

YR U&f A g5 Ht Hal f& 0ifae AeieR] 8§ U GR&M e o1, gialiics 59 Ufchal &
e 1S Ty g 78t & 7w R

Bilateral Trade

feuaia R

o A total of 38 Qatari entities representing retail, finance, and energy sector participated
in the deliberations where the two sides resolved to double bilateral trade to $28
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38 T entities - Gal, [ 3R SHoil & &1 Ul FRd gu faar-faust & v fern,
St a1 uelt A fguelta saruR &t QT w5 o1 fofy forar ok 39 28 fafer= sfer a@
UgdM &I JoHT S |

e The visit also presented a challenge for both sides, as Purnendu Tiwary, an ex-Indian
Navy commander, remains in Qatari custody, even though seven other detainees from
the same 2022 case were repatriated in February 2024.

Y AT A g1 Uell & fore ue g off Oxr &Y, riifes qufg faams, T gd YRt AT
PHIE, B I fRd & § Safe I 2022 A & I1d 317 ferfaal o Brasl 2024
o g 99 fear mar T
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Rahul Gandhi

‘Disrespectful
to appoint CEC
at midnight,
says Rahul

The Hindu Bureau

r(E;S Paper II: Elections |

The Leader of the Opposi-
tion (LoP) in the Lok Sab-
ha, Rahul Gandhi, on
Tuesday slammed the
midnight appointment of
Gyanesh Kumar as the new
Chief Election Commis-
sioner (CEC), calling it
“discourteous and disres-
pectful” amid an ongoing
Supreme Court challenge
to the selection process
and committee
composition.

Mr. Gandhi, a member
of the selection committee
alongside Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Union
Home Minister Amit Shah,
shared his dissent note on
social media platform X.

“It is both disrespectful
and discourteous for the
PM and HM to make a mid-
night decision on selecting
the new CEC when the
committee’s composition
and the appointment pro-
cess are under Supreme
Court scrutiny and set to
be heard in less than 48
hours,” he wrote.
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‘Disrespectful’ to appoint CEC at midnight, says Rahul

Mg A Fal, 3TN Id I GBI g1 e dt Fgfaa
BT ATHSD

Rahul Gandhi Slams Appointment of New Chief Election Commissioner

ga Wit A ¢ g=1 gATa Srgad @1 fAgfaa R fear swen

. The Leader of the Opposition (LoP) in the Lok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi, on
Tuesday slammed the midnight appointment of Gyanesh Kumar as the new Chief
Election Commissioner (CEC), calling it “discourteous and disrespectful” amid an
ongoing Supreme Court challenge to the selection process and committee
composition.

@ guT ¥ fauer & AT (LoP), 1@ e, 7 HAaR &I /MR $HR S ¢ T g1
ST (CEC) & =4 H AR H fAgfaa &1 3i1clia- $=d gu s4 3R
SRS 65T, Ta(h 59 T UishdT 3R WiATd Bt WS I A GUid Hic |
A T 2 B

. Mr. Gandhi, a member of the selection committee alongside Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Union Home Minister Amit Shah, shared his dissent note on
social media platform X.

ot Tieht, S =g Gffa % g € g WRE Wikl 3R $ig e vt oifta wme %
1Y, 7 3T SrgHI I At FIN HfSUT WICHhIH X TR I1eh S|

. “It is both disrespectful and discourteous for the PM and HM to make a midnight
decision on selecting the new CEC when the committee’'s composition and the
appointment process are under Supreme Court scrutiny and set to be heard in less
than 48 hours,” he wrote.

g FUTAHAT (PM) 3R I Ht (HM) & fITT 481 TAI1d 3 (CEC) &1 99 HRd T8
T TfAfa @1 ST R Fgfad ufihar & gt i &) R & Yeas ik 33 48
el § $H g A Y418 & forg Ruiid s meRify & Aol a1 g €t srawr=mguf
3R WSS &,” 3o fora|
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I(T.iS Paper Il: Elelcti_b;s: |
Time and timing
The validity of the CEC selection process
needs early adjudication

nce again, the manner of appointment of

the Chief Election Commissioner (CEC)

and Election Commissioners (EC) has be-
come controversial, with the government going
ahead with the process laid down in its Decem-
ber 2023 law, which is under challenge before the
Supreme Court. Last week, the Court had de-
ferred the hearing to February 19, while observ-
ing that if there was any development in the inter-
regnum, it would meet the consequences of a
subsequent decision on the validity of the Act. Ig-
noring a request from the Leader of the Opposi-
tion (LoP), Rahul Gandhi, the panel elevated Gya-
nesh Kumar as the CEC and inducted Vivek Joshi
as the third member, following the retirement of
CEC Rajiv Kumar. The question is whether the
Act of 2023 goes against a 2022 Constitution
Bench verdict that put in place a committee com-
prising the Prime Minister, the LoP and the Chief
Justice of India (CJI) to select the persons to helm
the Election Commission of India (ECI). The Act,
however, includes a Union Minister in the com-
mittee instead of the CJI. The government argues
that the Court’s panel was only an ad hoc mea-
sure until Parliament came forward with its own
law, as required in the Constitution. The petition-
ers maintain that the thrust of the 2022 judgment
is that the appointment process should be insu-
lated from executive interference so that its func-
tioning will be truly independent.

Whether the CJI should be part of the selection
committee is debatable, but there is little doubt
that the 2:1 majority vested in the executive ren-
ders any selection vulnerable to the criticism that
those chosen in that manner would not be seen
as independent. The BJP-led government has
been making appointments in the midst of court
hearings. The Court has been declining to inter-
fere in time, leading to such appointments be-
coming a fait accompli. The government had ap-
pointed Arun Goel as an EC in 2022, in the
middle of the Constitution Bench hearing, and
two ECs in March 2024 in the run-up to the gener-
al election to replace Mr. Goel, who had resigned,
and another EC who had retired. Few will dis-
agree that the public perception of the ECI as a
fearless and fiercely independent institution has
been on the decline. If elections are to be seen as
free and fair by the whole electorate and not
merely followers of the winners, the Court
should not delay this matter any further. It has to
adjudicate the question of whether the proce-
dure set out in the law falls short of the level of in-
dependence envisaged in the Constitution Bench
" verdict for members of the ECL.
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Time and timing

9y 3R IHY

The validity of the CEC selection process needs early
adjudication

W g ufbar $t duar w ftw Frofa $t srezaear @

Controversy Over Appointment of Chief Election
Commissioner

T gHTa Y 1 fgfet 1R faarg

. Once again, the manner of appointment of the Chief
Election Commissioner (CEC) and Election Commissioners (EC)
has become controversial, with the government going ahead with
the process laid down in its December 2023 law, which is under
challenge before the Supreme Court.

T aR U, &I gHTG ST (CEC) 3R HTd STgal (EC) B
fgfad @1 i faaTeRue 9 1 §, WHR A fewar 2023 &

gm%mmﬁ&mm%,mmﬁéﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁﬂé
|

. Last week, the Court had deferred the hearing to February
19, while observing that if there was any development in the
interregnum, it would meet the consequences of a subsequent
decision on the validity of the Act.

fUBd TTg, SfErad = 19 BRast ddb JAars IR &= 4 ff, Jafe
IE HeT U1 b TS 39 IR F13 36 SiaT €, Al 98 B P aeran
W 91 # fore e fAofa & Rt &1 g S|

. Ignoring a request from the Leader of the Opposition
(LoP), Rahul Gandhi, the panel elevated Gyanesh Kumar as the
CEC and inducted Vivek Joshi as the third member, following the
retirement of CEC Rajiv Kumar.

faues & 94T (LoP), AGA Mth & SRIY DI TR 3G B gL,
U9 - MR $HR B CEC & 0 H fAgad fobar $ik fads wixht
DI TR Y- o &4 H A fobdl, CEC Ieiia $HR & JaT-gd
TN & SIG|

. The question is whether the Act of 2023 goes against a
2022 Constitution Bench verdict that put in place a committee
comprising the Prime Minister, the LoP, and the Chief Justice of
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India (CJI) to select the persons to helm the Election Commission of India (ECI).

JaTdl I8 § fob o1 2023 BT B 2022 & Tfae™ Wi & Had & faas g, S
T, LoP, 3R YRA & Y& <RI (CJI) H1 T IAfA a3 2, St yRa g1d
ST (ECI) & T@! &1 994 Bt |

e The Act, however, includes a Union Minister in the committee instead of the CJI.
BT, B & €1 3 ol T & Sty Bt ) < o T B

e The government argues that the Court's panel was only an ad hoc measure until
Parliament came forward with its own law, as required in the Constitution.

DR $T P ¢ [ &Iad & G bad AR IR At F9 a fos TG oo W &
BT & T A el S, o b wfaemr & sawaes g

e The petitioners maintain that the thrust of the 2022 judgment is that the appointment
process should be insulated from executive interference so that its functioning will be
truly independent.

FifepTerd il BT He § b 2022 & aal o1 [T I U8 U1 fob Frgfert wfsear
PHRITTRIGT & TEIAT A TN ST TRT b SYBT BRI Waid =0 I gl Iob |

e Whether the CJI should be part of the selection committee is debatable, but there is
little doubt that the 2:1 majority vested in the executive renders any selection
vulnerable to the criticism that those chosen in that manner would not be seen as
independent.

Ig 959 P fawd § fos 1 €)1 ) g9 \iUfd &1 fowan g1 913, Afb 39 Bis Tag 18!
2 % 2:1 agwa S prfuIferesT @1 faa 7 B, fopat off = 1 59 St & ufd
Hae=iie 91T © foh 39 ats | A 77T AT Tadd el A S|

e The BJP-led government has been making appointments in the midst of court hearings.
TAF-Aga el RBR 31eTad H1 Aars & o FHgfaaar a2 @ g

e The Court has been declining to interfere in time, leading to such appointments
becoming a fait accompli.
3feTeld THYT Y8 BEIAY B ¥ STPR IR I8! ¢, o aRumaey 3 FRgfamt e
THIe 59 S B

e The government had appointed Arun Goel as an EC in 2022, in the middle of the
Constitution Bench hearing, and two ECs in March 2024 in the run-up to the general
election to replace Mr. Goel, who had resigned, and another EC who had retired.

WBR 7 2022 T 3ROT M &1 EC e foan o1, Tdfaem dis &t gars & o9, ok
uTe 2024 F 1 ECs 3! Agad e o1 qmam=a g91a & e, arfds ot e, forgiv Sttt
< fean o1, 3iR te o9 EC fS5iR Ya1g< 81 7Y 3, &I 9ga off I |

o Few will disagree that the public perception of the ECI as a fearless and fiercely
independent institution has been on the decline.
FS 8l AN 39 1 I 39gHd 811 % EC1 & aR & ardwifae uron te faffe sk we
WaF HRIT S U H gC @1 5

o If elections are to be seen as free and fair by the whole electorate and not merely
followers of the winners, the Court should not delay this matter any further.
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3R TG B! R HeTdl I gRT Herd 3N frsaes & &0 # a1 o1 8, 7 i Paat fawarsit

& AT G, < SrgTerd &l 39 HTHA & 3R IR 181 1 ANy |

e It has to adjudicate the question of whether the procedure set out in the law falls short

of the level of independence envisaged in the Constitution Bench verdict for members

f the ECI.
gﬁﬁ%ﬁ@m@m%mwﬁﬁ%uﬁﬁm%%hﬁﬁﬁm
TGGAAT S TR A HH g ol ECl P I & W B

—[GS Paper I Education |
Eroding federalism
Central funding for States in education
should be delinked from the NEP
B y withholding Tamil Nadu’s central share

of Samagra Shiksha funds for rejecting

the National Education Policy (NEP
2020), the Union Government is flexing its mus-
cles to coerce States into submission. This move
also undermines the intent of the Samagra
Shiksha scheme (2018-19), which consolidated
the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, Rashtriya Madhya-
mik Shiksha Abhiyan, and Teacher Education
programmes. The scheme was designed to en-
sure equitable access to quality education for all
schoolchildren. Since last year, Tamil Nadu has
repeatedly flagged the non-disbursal of 2,152
crore, warning that the funding shortfall has se-
verely strained its school education infrastruc-
ture, affecting nearly 40 lakh students and
32,000 staff members. Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan has explicitly blamed the
State for the impasse, declaring that the funds
will be released only if Tamil Nadu implements
the NEP in “letter and spirit”. Adding fuel to the
fire, he has insisted that the State adopt the three-
language formula, mandating Tamil, English, and
aregional language in schools. This stance disre-
gards Tamil Nadu’s long-standing opposition to
the trilingual system, dating back to 1937, and its
firm commitment to a two-language policy of Ta-
mil and English since 1968. Going a step further,
Mr. Pradhan has accused Tamil Nadu’s leader-
ship of being divisive and politically motivated.
He even suggested that the State needs to “come
to terms with the Indian Constitution” and adh-
ere to the “rule of law”, implying, quite unwar-
rantedly, that the State was not being run in line
with the statute.

Unsurprisingly, the response in Tamil Nadu
has been swift and sharp, especially on the lan-
guage issue, which remains non-negotiable for
most political parties in the State. Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin has rightly questioned which consti-
tutional provision mandates the three-language
policy and warned that such blatant coercion will
not be tolerated. While the NEP claims it does not
“impose Hindi”, successive Union Governments
have, until now, respected Tamil Nadu’s autono-
my over its language policy. Policies governing
subjects in the Concurrent List of the Constitu-
tion require flexibility and dialogue to ensure
successful implementation across diverse re-
gions. A rigid, one-size-fits-all approach risks un-
dermining cooperative federalism and fostering
resentment among States, which are equal stake-
holders in central schemes. A more pragmatic
approach would be to delink Samagra Shiksha
and the Pradhan Mantri Schools for Rising India
(PM SHRI) scheme from the NEP and instead tie
funding to generic performance indicators. At
the same time, Tamil Nadu would do well to final-
ise and roll out its long-pending State Education
Policy as a viable alternative to the NEP, ensuring
academic continuity and stability for its students.

Eroding federalism
HYATG BT &I

Central funding for States in education should be delinked from the
NEP

fRrem & &3 ¥ weul @1 feq ara St o= diwor &1 gas it | SrerT
a1 s Tnige

Withholding of Samagra Shiksha Funds in Tamil Nadu

afrearg 9 a9 Rign s &1 e

. By withholding Tamil Nadu’s central share of Samagra Shiksha funds
for rejecting the National Education Policy (NEP 2020), the Union
Government is flexing its muscles to coerce States into submission.

AT & Sai e & way Ruan s o Rrem ifa (NEP 2020) 31
SHR B W D WHR I IHRI Pl Gald | A o fog 3ot drdhd fe@m
RG]

. This move also undermines the intent of the Samagra Shiksha scheme
(2018-19), which consolidated the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, Rashtriya
Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan, and Teacher Education programmes.

g HeH THY RIS AT (2018-19) F 35T I 1l HHGR Il 5, o= ad
fRiam sifirams, Irdta wreafie Rign siftrm, sik Rrare Rian srfwal o1
Thlc fohar ATl

. The scheme was designed to ensure equitable access to quality
education for all schoolchildren.

2 Ao &1 320 Tl W dt =t & forg TuraTgut Riem 9% I9HE ugs
AT B T

. Since last year, Tamil Nadu has repeatedly flagged the non-disbursal of
¥2,152 crore, warning that the funding shortfall has severely strained its
school education infrastructure, affecting nearly 40 lakh students and 32,000

staff members.
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s I1d 9, afterTg A 22,152 BRI & 7 f3aRkd 81 &7 IR eT So/n 8, 3R Iarait

&2 & e B Bt 7 sTB! Toa e GaaT &l TR =0 | gHifad fpar 8, R ey

40 T BT 3R 32,000 FHART T YT gU & |

e Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan has explicitly blamed the State for the
impasse, declaring that the funds will be released only if Tamil Nadu implements the
NEP in “letter and spirit”.
Feta g w3« g™ A I 3 ARy & U Wy ¥ ¥ fSHeR Se ©, 9%
90T R gU o e aft oY fare ST afe afyamTg NEP &) “Risg SiR TaHT” & @]
FRAT G

e Adding fuel to the fire, he has insisted that the State adopt the three-language formula,
mandating Tamil, English, and a regional language in schools.
3T H ot STAd BT, IR o T dH-UTHT I &1 3T &1 A 1 g, s wpant o
afdre, Sifell, 3R Ueb QAT TS ifard gl

e This stance disregards Tamil Nadu's long-standing opposition to the trilingual system,
dating back to 1937, and its firm commitment to a two-language policy of Tamil and
English since 1968.
g $W AMAIg & - UTT HUTTell o U 1937 ¥ 9 311 38 foR1Y & ToRS{aIS HRd &,
3R 1968 ¥ aftrer 3R RIsh @ gi-uTwr Hifa & Uit STP! AoTgd Ufasdl &I ToRsia
RGN

e Going a step further, Mr. Pradhan has accused Tamil Nadu's leadership of being

divisive and politically motivated.

TH HedH 3R 3 Fed gu, ft v 7 afearg & Agd R fAUeFaR! 3R IeHifas
U I ARG T &7 3RIY T 7|

e He even suggested that the State needs to “come to terms with the Indian
Constitution” and adhere to the “rule of law”, implying, quite unwarrantedly, that the
State was not being run in line with the statute.

I2H g8 +ft gama fear i Tog & Rdg wfaum & ary Aiersyef Yey =g s 3
TIRIHT & 3R BT B I HT UTe HRAT 1Y, g Wi T I T8 implying
% TS0 1 B & Y EI TR 7 TET &

e Unsurprisingly, the response in Tamil Nadu has been swift and sharp, especially on the

language issue, which remains non-negotiable for most political parties in the State.

o T3 sraféra o, aftrerrg o wfafsran aet ok dig 36 8, faR U 3 uTen 4, |, 57 I
& ST e Gal o fore AR 3

e Chief Minister M.K. Stalin has rightly questioned which constitutional provision
mandates the three-language policy and warned that such blatant coercion will not be
tolerated.

TR TH.%. e - T8 ©0 ¥ JaTd a1 § {6 o1 a1 "faurf=e yraem - urom

Fifa 1 iRt Ha1 8 3R Jara < § 5 T Wy qard ST B IR BT e ol
fopam ST

e While the NEP claims it does not “impose Hindi", successive Union Governments have,
until now, respected Tamil Nadu’s autonomy over its language policy.
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S NEP I8 <1aT -l 8 b a8 “f&dt el diuar, 3ia 0 TR $% WRPRI A afiierrg
@t U Y R T B S e g
e Policies governing subjects in the Concurrent List of the Constitution require flexibility
and dialogue to ensure successful implementation across diverse regions.
Gfayr 1 wfaer A § fawdi of afAd o areit Hifaal o fafie as & Joa
FHraf-aa- A HA & g aier= 3R HaTe &1 Sa=adhdl il ¢ |
e Arigid, one-size-fits-all approach risks undermining cooperative federalism and
fostering resentment among States, which are equal stakeholders in central schemes.

TF FHoR, T ATPR T F e Suged e H I TeaR Huarg &1 HHeR $HR 3R
L H AR §GH $T SIREGH 3T 5, S e drerrsl & THH RaUR &

e A more pragmatic approach would be to delink Samagra Shiksha and the Pradhan
Mantri Schools for Rising India (PM SHRI) scheme from the NEP and instead tie
funding to generic performance indicators.

TH ISP ATIQIRS VP T8 B b vt e SiR wewis Toa Wik AsfofT
&A1 (PM SHRI) TS BT NEP ¥ 31T {57 ST 3R 39& ol ATHT USRI Havdh!
I BT &I SIgT S|

e At the same time, Tamil Nadu would do well to finalise and roll out its long-pending
State Education Policy as a viable alternative to the NEP, ensuring academic
continuity and stability for its students.
1Y B, aftrerTg & oo dfad wreg fRigm ifd o sifod ¥ U 3 SR A A & I ad
foreiTll, St NEP & foTT magTi® fd®ed & U # & D3, 389d gRI 30 B & g
e fFavar iR fR=ar gHfEa &t o g
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What is the ‘rarest of rare’ doctrin

What was the sentence meted out to the accused in the RG. Kar Medical College case and the Sharon murder case? How were they different from each other? Is

the death penalty constitutionally valid? In what circumstances can the death sentence be given and does judicial discretion play a part in it?

[GS Paper II: FRs |

EXPLAINER
Smriti S.

The story so far:
n January 22, two separate
murder convictions resulted in
sharply contrasting verdicts,
highlighting how the Indian
courts apply the death penalty. While one
case led to capital punishment, the other
saw the accused sentenced to life
imprisonment, reigniting questions about
the judiciary’s approach to the ‘rarest of
rare’ doctrine, which till now does not
have a statutory definition.

What were the cases?

On August 9, 2024, a second-year female
postgraduate trainee doctor, who was on
duty, was raped and murdered inside a
seminar room at Kolkata’s R.G. Kar
Medical College and Hospital. Sanjay Roy,
a civic volunteer, was arrested and
convicted on January 20, based on
forensic evidence linking him to the
crime. During sentencing, the Additional
district and sessions judge said, “this
doesn’t fall into the category of rarest of
rare” crimes, and Roy was sentenced to
life imprisonment with a fine.

In contrast, the Sharon murder case,
did invite the death penalty, the courts
decided. Sharon Raj, a 23-year-old student
from Kerala, was poisoned on October 14,
2022 by his partner, Greeshma, who
mixed poison in an Ayurvedic concoction
that she offered him to drink. Eleven days
later, Sharon succumbed to multiple
organ failures. The Neyyattinkara
Additional Sessions Court, imposed the
death penalty, and classified it as one of
the “rarest of rare” cases.

What are the origins of the doctrine?
The debate on the discretion given to
judges to award the death sentence dates
back to 1972, when the Supreme Court
upheld the constitutionality of the death
penalty in Jagmohan Singh versus State of
U.P. The petitioner argued that the death

In rage: Junior doctors raise slogans in protest against the alleged rape and murder of a woman medic
at the R.G Kar Medical College and Hospital, in Kolkata, on October 30, 2024. pTi

sentence puts an end to all fundamental
rights guaranteed under Article 19 and,
therefore, the law with regard to the
capital sentence is unreasonable and not
in the interest of the general public. He
also pointed out that judges have no clear
guidelines for deciding between the death
penalty and life imprisonment, which he
believes is an unfair delegation of power.
Lastly, he argued that the lack of clear
rules for judges violates Article 14 of the
Constitution, which guarantees equality
before the law.

However, the court disagreed,
explaining that the accused is aware of
the potential for a death sentence, and
during the trial, all relevant facts,
including mitigating circumstances, are
considered. The court dismissed the
appeal and affirmed the death sentence
was constitutional under Article 21. At this

stage, there were no clear guidelines on

when the death penalty should be used,
which meant judges had wide discretion
to decide.

In 1980, the Supreme Court in Bachan
Singh versus State of Punjab, established
the ‘rarest of rare’ doctrine, marking a
turning point. A five-judge Bench heard
the case, and held that the death penalty
should be used only in exceptional cases.
However, it did not embellish what the
‘rarest of rare’ meant, leading to further
confusion. It was finally in Machhi Singh
versus State of Punjab (1983), that the
Supreme Court provided a framework for
the ‘rarest of rare’ doctrine.

The court identified five categories of
crimes where such a punishment is
justified.

The criteria are — a) manner of
committing the murder; when the murder

What is the ‘rarest of rare’ doctrine?

.ﬁw.

frsia w1 82

is committed in an extremely brutal and
dastardly manner so as to arouse extreme
indignation within the community, b)
motive of the murder; when the murderis ¥
committed for a motive which reveals
total depravity, ¢) socially abhorrent
nature of the crime; that is when a
murder occurs of someone belonging to a
minority community and is committed
not for personal reasons but in
circumstances which arouse social wrath,
d) magnitude of the crime, and e)
personality of the offender; when the
victim of murder is a child, a helpless
woman, a person rendered helpless by
old age or infirmity etc.

v

Were there any revisions?
Despite the framework set in Machhi of UP.
Singh versus State of Punjab, the Supreme v
Court in 1983, in Mithu versus State of
Punjab, struck down Section 303 of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC), which
prescribed mandatory death penalty for
anyone who commits murder while
serving a life sentence. The court ruled
that it was against Articles 14 and 21 of the
Constitution. Hence, all the cases
regarding murder shall be dealt with as
per Section 302 of the IPC which says
whoever commits murder shall be
punished with death, or imprisonment
for life, and shall also be liable to a fine.

In September 2022, the Supreme
Court, referred to a Constitution Bench
on the question of how to provide a
“meaningful, real and effective” hearing
on mitigating circumstances in cases that
attract the death penalty. When this is suo
motu taken up, the court may set out a
uniform approach to giving an
opportunity to the accused to present
mitigating circumstances in the trial stage
itself before their crime is deemed one
which is “rarest of rare”.

The application of the death penalty in
India remains complex and controversial.
While the Supreme Court has given a
certain framework, the unclear,
universally agreed-upon definition for
what qualifies as ‘rarest of rare’ continues
to leave room for judicial discretion.

confusion.

What was the sentence meted out to the accused in the R.G. Kar Medical College

case and the Sharon murder case? How were they different from each other? Is the
death penalty constitutionally valid? In what circumstances can the death sentence
be given and does judicial discretion play a part in it?
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On January 22, two separate
murder convictions resulted in
sharply contrasting verdicts,
highlighting how the Indian
courts apply the death penalty.

The debate on the discretion
given to judges to award the
death sentence dates back to
1972, when the Supreme Court
upheld the constitutionality of
the death penalty in
Jagmohan Singh versus State

In 1980, the Supreme Court in
Bachan Singh versus State of
Punjab, established the ‘rarest
of rare’ doctrine. A five-judge
Bench heard the case, and held
that the death penalty should
be used only in exceptional
cases. However, it did not
embellish what the ‘rarest of
rare’ meant, leading to further
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RSN, B AfSPHa Pias A 3R N gcdr Ara 7 Sfrget &) a1 I A1
32 4 T gy | oy avg e &2 /7 Yogds Hadt—e & u 9 a9 g2 fe
gfefRufaat o gegds fear =i aar 8 8k &1 399 <aiie fade &1 yfireT gl 32

Contrasting Murder Verdicts Highlight Death Penalty Application

T & fAda Bd gog <8 & 3MMdeH I IR H3d &

On January 22, two separate murder convictions resulted in sharply contrasting
verdicts, highlighting how the Indian courts apply the death penalty.

22 ST DI & S{ERT- 3R §T Il & URUTHEGEY it faudtd e 3, i I8
2fd € foF URE <UTared Yogds & Hd araxd & |

While one case led to capital punishment, the other saw the accused sentenced to life
imprisonment, reigniting questions about the judiciary’s approach to the ‘rarest of
rare’ doctrine, which till now does not have a statutory definition.

WEl U AT H TS 5o, 9l ook A1a § SR &l SR @Y e g1S 8, o
IS & e gaH’ Rigid & Ul 9ard I+ o, ST 316 d Bis BT
TRHTaT T B

What were the cases?

Ug HHA T A?

On August 9, 2024, a second-year female postgraduate trainee doctor, who was on
duty, was raped and murdered inside a seminar room at Kolkata’'s R.G. Kar Medical
College and Hospital.

9 3T 2024 ! Th gaR T4 B Afgell UReITUE UR1g Siaex, S S W o, B
PIABTAT & ARG, B ASHA Pla R SRYATA S T AR TH & TAPR 3R
ERLERICRIEY

Sanjay Roy, a civic volunteer, was arrested and convicted on January 20, based on
forensic evidence linking him to the crime.

Ty 31, Th ANTRD WILUTH, Dl 20 TG B! BIRD A& P YR TR TRER 3R
St e AT, O 3 SRy ¥ Sie|

During sentencing, the Additional District and Sessions Judge said, “this doesn't fall
into the category of rarest of rare crimes,” and Roy was sentenced to life
imprisonment with a fine.

ol & SR, Jfafvaa forar iR = <amardi=r = Fg, a8 gad gay SoRTel &t 9uft §
T AT, 3R I BT SHFAHR B Tl 3R JAH § <fed forar ma|

In contrast, the Sharon murder case, did invite the death penalty, the courts decided.
2O faudid, R goar AWd & Yoges YA 1T, I8 iy <marea 3 feman

Sharon Raj, a 23-year-old student from Kerala, was poisoned on October 14, 2022 by
his partner, Greeshma, who mixed poison in an Ayurvedic concoction that she offered
him to drink.
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ER IR ST, O T 3mgafads farsor § Siex fiamn o1 $ik 39 Ui & forg feam
Eleven days later, Sharon succumbed to multiple organ failures.

TRE {37 918, IR &3 3 $t fawerar & SRR T

The Neyyattinkara Additional Sessions Court, imposed the death penalty, and
classified it as one of the "rarest of rare” cases.

FafgerT sifalved T3 <amaTed 3 gogds anL fan, ok 3 “Had gy gdl § 4 T
& ¥ § Tiffed |

What are the origins of the doctrine?

Rygia @1 Iafy w82

The debate on the discretion given to judges to award the death sentence dates back
to 1972, when the Supreme Court upheld the constitutionality of the death penalty in
Jagmohan Singh versus State of U.P.

TR & YgEs o DI fadhed o1 IR 989 1972 I Y= 8l 5, od WA DI A
e Rig I TS0 SR U A S & YaAUIHdhdT &l SRR 3|

The petitioner argued that the death sentence puts an end to all fundamental rights
guaranteed under Article 19, and, therefore, the law with regard to the capital sentence
is unreasonable and not in the interest of the general public.

adhIdhd! A d (6T [ JaIds Sigadg 19 & dgd I+ ga SfUsRI & 9o &R adl
2, 3R 3T, Jogds ¥ Wi B ARG § MR Adwi-d fgd & el g

He also pointed out that judges have no clear guidelines for deciding between the
death penalty and life imprisonment, which he believes is an unfair delegation of
power.

35 g8 it Far o aranei=n & U geges SR g wR @) ae & o9 o e &
fere v femnf~d=r 76t €, R Ie1 o1 8 35 1 wife o1 s faaror g1

Lastly, he argued that the lack of clear rules for judges violates Article 14 of the
Constitution, which guarantees equality before the law.

3id H, 34 g8 o faan i <aranefi=it & e vy e &1 o6t | & orq=dg 14 &1
I B! €, Ol DI P JHE FHT &1 TR ST |

However, the court disagreed, explaining that the accused is aware of the potential for a
death sentence, and during the trial, all relevant facts, including mitigating
circumstances, are considered.

gTdifap, SETed 7 38Hd 8id §U H8l [ SRIU Joges P! YU I 3a7d 81T &, 3R
qheH &b oI guft Fafdra qet, o o0 w2 arelt uRfRufaa’ of wnfie € w famar
o2 ST &1

The court dismissed the appeal and affirmed the death sentence was constitutional
under Article 21.

3T 7 ATRIHT WIRS R &} 3R Ygds ! 36 21 & ded Jaunfie aifvd far|

At this stage, there were no clear guidelines on when the death penalty should be
used, which meant judges had wide discretion to decide.
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3G IR H, oGS DT SUUNT & fhdT o1 AT, 39 R HIS ¥y fezmfrawr el 3,
g vaas u1 fos =maneh=n o fAvfa @ & fore sarue e

Supreme Court's Establishment of the ‘Rarest of Rare’ Doctrine

A BIE BT Had gory Rigid ot wra=

In 1980, the Supreme Court in Bachan Singh versus State of Punjab, established the
‘rarest of rare’ doctrine, marking a turning point.

1980 &, W P - Fa- g T9TH 37 UTd A § -Had gaH’ Rigid & Rig=
DI, Sl U Aig H1fad ol

A five-judge Bench heard the case, and held that the death penalty should be used
only in exceptional cases.

TH UTT ARy §S 3 AW & TS B, 3R Fel o Joges &1 SN had A=
AT H fobaT ST A1

However, it did not embellish what the ‘rarest of rare’ meant, leading to further
confusion.

BT, ST T gAY’ BT T TdAd 5, $9 WP ol (o, o SR it Teas! g5 |
It was finally in Machhi Singh versus State of Punjab (1983), that the Supreme Court
provided a framework for the ‘rarest of rare’ doctrine.

3id o wret Rig 9910 359 UwTe (1983) H, oW #1d 7 ‘T gy’ Rigia & g we
&1 yer foar|

The court identified five categories of crimes where such a punishment is justified.

3reTad 3 ura A0y Pt ORI BT U P, S8l 39 dig P Iell IfId g

The criteria are —

ik

a) Manner of committing the murder; when the murder is committed in an extremely
brutal and dastardly manner so as to arouse extreme indignation within the
community,

a) BT B BT TRNPT. TF 5T SATUD HR 3R T TP I 31 Aft | o gger
SfRIP AT ITF Bl

b) Motive of the murder; when the murder is committed for a motive which reveals
total depravity,

b) BT BT IEXY: O 5T TH I/ & 1T 1 STt 2 S quf Yy 1 SR =l B

c) Socially abhorrent nature of the crime; that is when a murder occurs of someone
belonging to a minority community and is committed not for personal reasons but in
circumstances which arouse social wrath,

¢) SRTY Bt Ao fHiar g uepfa; srifd o9 fodt =gaw wqer & Jfad &1 gl
%ﬁ%ﬁwm%mﬁ,ﬁwmﬁﬁﬁﬁm%ﬁﬁm
o I |
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d) Magnitude of the crime, and

d) SMIRTY T THMT, 3R

e) Personality of the offender; when the victim of murder is a child, a helpless woman,
a person rendered helpless by old age or infirmity, etc.

e) RN 1 SfRicd: STa g1 1 RIGR a=, Frder Afger, goviar a1 IS HHN
T e cafad e 8|

Were there any revisions?

T D5 GNYT §T A?

Despite the framework set in Machhi Singh versus State of Punjab, the Supreme
Court in 1983, in Mithu versus State of Punjab, struck down Section 303 of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC), which prescribed mandatory death penalty for anyone who commits
murder while serving a life sentence.

=31 Rig 9914 Isa vee | Fuiid o & srace, giia #1d A 1983 T firy 99w Wa
UoTe § R &8 WfRar (1IPC) @t URT 303 &1 g o o, ford et U9 aafaa & ferg
3ffard geges & a1 ot Sl Sita R &1 Joll Fled gu gl Hral g |

The court ruled that it was against Articles 14 and 21 of the Constitution.

3IETAd = Tg Baa AT o I8 WiaU™ & 3rwdq 14 3R 21 & RIaTd ol

Hence, all the cases regarding murder shall be dealt with as per Section 302 of the IPC,
which says whoever commits murder shall be punished with death, or imprisonment
for life, and shall also be liable to a fine.

UMY, BT ¥ Wi 9ot Al o1 IPC Bt URT 302 & IR Haer se, {5 &ar
%ﬂ;ﬂ%ﬁ?eﬁaﬁémwﬂ, I8 TGS I1 SaTHR 1 Forr < Sl 8ik 3 o ot

I
In September 2022, the Supreme Court, referred to a Constitution Bench on the
question of how to provide a “meaningful, real and effective” hearing on mitigating
circumstances in cases that attract the death penalty.
Ridar 2022 1, gulta 1< A dfaur dte 1 a5 Uy 3o (& gegés & Tl § 9 H
arelt aRfRufeat W -srfyuf, arafa® iz guTd T Y veE &1 S|
When this is suo motu taken up, the court may set out a uniform approach to giving an
opportunity to the accused to present mitigating circumstances in the trial stage itself
before their crime is deemed one which is “rarest of rare”.
Td 3 T IR fr1 ST, G SigTed U HHI TV RIvr 0 R Wahd! § difd SRt &l
HheH & IR0 H g HH - arell IRIRRUTTAT URgd H3 BT SHawR e 9, 399 ugd
o ST SURTY “aH gAY T S|
The application of the death penalty in India remains complex and controversial.

YRA H go s $T 1A sfed 3R fAargreue s gs g1
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e While the Supreme Court has given a certain framework, the unclear, universally
agreed-upon definition for what qualifies as ‘rarest of rare’ continues to leave room for
judicial discretion.

STafd A BIE A T (3T g 31 3, ~Fad gaw’ & & 8 1 317 3, 3P o

Y, JraHIHe =0 J JgHTd U giRHTST 39 Hi =a1iie faereq & forw ovig sisdl 81

Why are marriages in China
on the decline?

Did the one-child policy play a role in the current population demography of China? How has the Communist
Party of China and Xi Jinping tried to solve the crisis?

GS Paper lI: Society
gEssay

The story so far:
here has been a major decline
in the number of couples who
are registering to marry in
China. As per the Chinese
Ministry of Civil Affairs, in 2024, across
China, only 6.1 million couples registered,
a drop of 20.3% compared to 2023
figures. This is the lowest number of
registrations since 1986. As the general
cost of living and urban unemployment
has risen, with almost 44% of urban
women not wanting to marry, marriages
in China are declining.

What is the problem?

While stand-alone this may not appear as
a very pertinent challenge, coupled with
the consistent decline in population, it
gets compounded. China’s population has
been declining consistently for the last

three years and in 2022 the number of
deaths exceeded birthrates. The primary
reason for this is the one-child policy,
introduced in the 1980s and implemented
with great zeal. Chinese President Xi
Jinping has tried to reverse the trend by
introducing the two-child policy in 2016,
which was later modified to a three-child
policy in 2021. However, the policy shift
has failed to have any major impact.
Furthermore, the desire for a male child
has led to an unbalanced sex-ratio as well.

Does China have an ageing people?
The declining population has now
become a demographic challenge for Mr.
Xi. As a result of these policies, China has
witnessed a steady decline in the number
of working age people (19-59 years).
People above 60 years make up 22% of
the Chinese population today and maybe
50% by 2050. This has also intensified the
pension pressure, as the Chinese

Academy of Social Sciences (CASS)
predicts that the pension fund may run
out by 2035. In order to postpone such
reality, the government has increased the
retirement age from 60 to 63 for men and
to 55 for women. This would be a
temporary solution because if the gap
continues to rise, it will provide only a
limited respite. The falling birthrates have
also increased the demand for care giving
and healthcare, while a lot of
kindergartens have been shutting down.
The reducing population and the
challenges which this leads to directly
impacts the economic future and stability
of the Chinese government. Even though
the government has been attempting to
lure people with financial support, the
cost of raising a child is proving an
insurmountable deterrent to the people.

‘What is Chinese government doing?
Rather than accepting the reality of the

situation and its far-reaching impact, the
Xi government is still attempting to
resolve this with policies and diktats.
Such an approach showcases that the
government is still looking for ways to
change ground realities with the help of
top-down processes without
acknowledging that these issues need to
be accepted as social reality, and thus
need people-centric solutions which echo
with Chinese society today.

For example, while delivering a speech
at the Women'’s Federation of China, Mr.
Xi called on the women to, “actively
cultivate a new culture of marriage and
childbearing and strengthen guidance on
young people’s view on marriage,
childbirth and family”. This statement
underscores the gap between the
Communist Party of China (CPC) and
society in China today. The CPC has a long
history of interfering in the lives of
Chinese women, with the most
prominent example being the one-child
policy. The CPC under Mr. Xi is still
looking at ways to control and command
society. It strongly believes that the
people should undertake tasks which are
commanded by the party with the
premise that it knows what is best for the
nation. These policies seem to be directed
towards safeguarding the power of the
party, and not to the needs of the larger
society.

Gunjan Singh is Associate Professor at
OP Jindal Global University.

Why are marriages in China on the decline?

o | faare & RRrrae =) e 361 22
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As per the Chinese Ministry of
Civil Affairs, in 2024, across
China, anly 6.1 million couples
registered, a drop of 20.3%
compared to 2023 figures.

v

While stand-alone this may not
appear as a very pertinent
challenge, coupled with the
consistent decline in
population, it gets
compounded.

w

China has witnessed a steady
decline in the number of
working age people (19-59
years). Peaple above 60 years
make up 22% of the Chinese
population today and maybe
50% by 2050.

China? How has the Communist Party of China and Xi Jinping tried to solve the

crisis?

T A B TAA TSI SHAiReT®] # UHh-a= Hifd 3t $is YrPT 82 D1 ot
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Decline in the Number of Marriages in China

94 A faare) &1 I § fiRrace

Address
Email Id

Website

= info@patrioticias.in
Contact Number : 9971932488

= patrioticias.in

Page3 2

= 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

There has been a major decline in the number of couples who are registering to marry in
China.

o f3ars & fog Uellasur Hr aTd Sis| &1 ¥l § e so! IRTaE 37 §

As per the Chinese Ministry of Civil Affairs, in 2024, only 6.1 million couples

registered, a drop of 20.3% compared to 2023 figures.

HIHT ARTR® AT ST & 3R, 2024 §, %ad 6.1 TR Siig dSiaRur w1, 5t
2023 & MBS &I A A 20.3% Bt AR1GC B

This is the lowest number of registrations since 1986.

Tg 1986 & TG I USIHRUT B gAaH WA g |

As the general cost of living and urban unemployment has risen, with almost 44% of
urban women not wanting to marry, marriages in China are declining.

AT Siia 19 P ARTd 3R Ut ARSI & 96 & HRUI, THHT 44% S
afgems faarg gt &1 ared 8, forae HRu 99 & f3arg e w3 7l

What is the problem?
AT T §?

While stand-alone this may not appear as a very pertinent challenge, coupled with the
consistent decline in population, it gets compounded.

S el U8 Ueh dgd Wi g ol o Habdll, dlids] STGReT | @R RTde &
1Y I8 Sfed g1 ot 5 |

China’s population has been declining consistently for the last three years and in 2022,
the number of deaths exceeded birthrates.

ﬁ%mﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁwwﬁ%eﬁvzozzﬁ,H?ga??rﬁrma?a?rtrr\f
& e

The primary reason for this is the one-child policy, introduced in the 1980s and
implemented with great zeal.

3BT ' HRUI Th-child A g, 57 1980 F a=res § U1 fowa T o7 3R 39 98 IE
¥ AN fopar T

Chinese President Xi Jinping has tried to reverse the trend by introducing the two-

child policy in 2016, which was later modified to a three-child policy in 2021.
A wrgufa </ ARt 3 39 yafy &1 uder 1 SR $ 3, 2016 H &l-child Hifa 0w

b, ol oG H 2021 H di-child e & e T
However, the policy shift has failed to have any major impact.
gTelifep, e H Saad Bl BIs Heaqul UHTE T UST B

Furthermore, the desire for a male child has led to an unbalanced sex-ratio as well.

D SAd], TOY Hd™ $I 55571 A foi71 Srgura § +ff srigad 37 faa g

Does China have an ageing population?

w1 99 # g gl SEST 87
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e The declining population has now become a demographic challenge for Mr. Xi.
SaEn ¥ fRmae o9 ff =ft & fore ve sRwifereta gHdl 89 7S §

e As aresult of these policies, China has witnessed a steady decline in the number of
working age people (19-59 years).
S Al o URUTRGEY, 99 = STHSTSI AT S AN (19-59 TH) B WA T AR
fiRTae 35t g1

e People above 60 years make up 22% of the Chinese population today and may be 50%
by 2050.
60 T T HUR P AN ATl T B FTAEST BT 22% 1A § 3R 2050 TH T§ 50% Tl
THd g

e This has also intensified the pension pressure, as the Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences (CASS) predicts that the pension fund may run out by 2035.

Y URM garg i 9 1 §, i At Aot fae SrdbTeH (CASS) T 3HH §
f% U= P 2035 TP H B! Yl 5|

e In order to postpone such reality, the government has increased the retirement age
from 60 to 63 for men and to 55 for women.

U aRafaedl ®I e & ol TWHR A 7ol o forg Rerade 3 &1 60 | 63 3R
Hfgansll & fore 55 X faar g

e This would be a temporary solution because if the gap continues to rise, it will provide
only a limited respite.
g Ueh YT I BT Hifh 3R Ig 3R dgdl 38T, dl Ig had JiTHd Irgd Ua-
E2ull

e The falling birthrates have also increased the demand for care giving and healthcare,
while a lot of kindergartens have been shutting down.

IR o7 ¥ A T@UTA 3R WA ST o1 AT o 5g1 &1 B, Safe s Sidieh @
SR

o The reducing population and the challenges which this leads to directly impact the
economic future and stability of the Chinese government.

Hed! SHEREAT 3R 399 I g1 arell gl 91 dR W A IRPR & nfde ufaws
3R fRRaT & yifad et 7

e Even though the government has been attempting to lure people with financial
support, the cost of raising a child is proving an insurmountable deterrent to the
people.

TS WHR fara Tud= & T Al &) BT B BT BT HR Q) 8, Afpd Th
§= P YT D1 AT Al & T T ifashHOT a1y 91T 1 381 B

What is the Chinese government doing?
A TWHR 71 HR I 32

e Rather than accepting the reality of the situation and its far-reaching impact, the Xi
government is still attempting to resolve this with policies and diktats.
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fRUf Ft arafdear 3R STF g UHTE P TWHR R & Foid, 2 IRPR onft off 59
Hiferal 3R STE=T & 1Y T P B IR BR B! 6

e Such an approach showcases that the government is still looking for ways to change
ground realities with the help of top-down processes without acknowledging that
these issues need to be accepted as social reality, and thus need people-centric
solutions which echo with Chinese society today.

I UHR $I A 78 gl § for TR ot oft 2 @ Sur vfehanatt &t oee & Yfremral
P IRANAD AT B T P ALl B AR IR I8! ¢, o1 T8 WHR 6T b 37 ggi &l
HHIS aRAfA®dT & 70 § WIHR a1 T e, 3R Ul ii-Pisd THIU B
STALIH AT § SN TSl B T FHS & 3T Bl |

e For example, while delivering a speech at the Women'’s Federation of China, Mr. Xi
called on the women to, "actively cultivate a new culture of marriage and
childbearing and strengthen guidance on young people’s view on marriage, childbirth,
and family.”
ey & forg, 99 & afger wa & wivor ¢d gu, 4t < 1 wfgansl @ w1, faars ek
Tarefxy @1 U 3 O&pfa &1 Afhy ©U | Fe1aT & 3R f3arg, Gamiafy sk uRar
R g1 ATl 1 €fY Bl Aolgd HR "

e This statement underscores the gap between the Communist Party of China (CPC) and
society in China today.
I I 371 & I+ FHTS 3R A Pt FRgf=Re urdf (CPC) & 1 & 3R HI @ifdd
HRAT B

e The CPC has a long history of interfering in the lives of Chinese women, with the most
prominent example being the one-child policy.
cPc &1 A afgars & Sftaq # gy B &1 Ue el 3faei §, forad gad e
IR TP-child Hifd 3|

o The CPC under Mr. Xi is still looking at ways to control and command society.
i 2ft & aga cpc st 1t TwTer B FRifa STk SR AT & o daR @ B

e It strongly believes that the people should undertake tasks which are commanded by the
party with the premise that it knows what is best for the nation.
g TEdl J A © 76 T 37 oraf o ¥ ot urdf grr emefrd €, ag Aa gu e ug
ST § o 19 3 o Ta oresT R B

e These policies seem to be directed towards safeguarding the power of the party, and
not to the needs of the larger society.

3 gl uref B wife o JRiad @ B 3R FERG g fewrs TR € 7 b 9 g @
AR A3 BT 3R |
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“Trump’s plan for Gaza
is unacceptable and
completely inhumane’

Iranian Foreign Minister says he hopes all countries respect the rights of

Palestinian people; India is in consultation with U.S. on sanctions, he adds

GS Paper II: Regional
Groupings

INTERVIEW

Abbas Araghchi

Suhasini Haidar
MUSCAT

ter Abbas Araghchi,

who met with Exter-
nal Affairs Minister S. Jaish-
ankar on the sidelines of
the Indian Ocean confe-
rence here on Sunday,
spoke about Chabahar
port and Trump’s Gaza
proposal. Excerpts:

l ranian Foreign Minis-

Will the U.S. President’s
decision to rescind or
review sanctions
waivers for Iran,
specifically on
Chabahar port, impact
India-Iran cooperation,
and did you discuss this
with Mr. Jaishankar
during your meeting in
Muscat?

Yes, we had a lengthy dis-
cussion with the Minister.
Iran attaches great impor-
tance to its relations with
India, it is a very old rela-
tionship. The case of Cha-
bahar is not just between
Iran and India. This is bet-
ween Iran and the whole
Indian Ocean Region. It
connects the Indian Ocean
Region to the Eurasian re-
gion through Iran and then
from Eurasia to Europe.
And this is a much fast and
cheaper route using Ira-
nian railroad.

This is why India was in-

terested to invest in this
port and we are quite satis-
fied with the level of coop-
eration we have on this.
We have a 10-year agree-
ment with India, they had
received waivers and were
able to proceed on the port
without facing any pro-
blems from the U.S.. To
your question, I would say,
first of all, we are not sure
how much the situation
has changed, it is not clear
yet [whether sanctions will
be rescinded]. We are still
interested to work with our
Indian friends, and it is up
to them to work on this
question [sanctions waiv-
er], and we know that In-
dia is in close consultation
with the U.S. on this.

‘When Mr. Trump was
last in power, India cut
allits oil imports from
Iran, due to sanctions
threats. Did you discuss
the possibility of India
resuming its oil intake?

It’s totally an Indian deci-
sion. We have enough cus-
tomers for our oil.

How do you respond to
the U.S. President’s
proposal for Gaza, and
was this part of your
conversation as well?

This is something that all
countries are speaking to
each other about because
it is a totally unbelievable
and totally unacceptable
proposal. It is completely
inhumane and against the
principles of international
law to displace a whole pe-
ople from their own home-
land...send them to other
places. We know that all
Arab countries and all Is-
lamic countries have a
joint position, and we pro-
pose to speak in a united
voice at an Organisation
for Islamic Cooperation
ministerial conference that
is being convened soon. I
have discussed this with
everyone I have met, in-
cluding the Indian Foreign
Minister and we hope that
all countries respect the
rights of Palestinian people
for self-determination.

Given India’s strong ties
with the U.S., PM Modi’s
recent visit to
Washington, should
India play a role on the
issue?

That is up to India, right?
Of course, Indians have al-
ways been very construc-
tive and positive on inter-
national developments,
and we appreciate any
country, that plays any

role, to help the Palesti-

nian people.

‘Trump’s plan for Gaza is
unacceptable and completely
inhumane’

Iranian Foreign Minister says he hopes
all countries respect the rights of
Palestinian people; India is in
consultation with U.S. on sanctions, he
adds

e e Wt A weT fr S| Swfic @
for Tt =1 fpferedi=ht & & siftreRY
&1 T H1; 614 Bl o URa
uﬁa@‘%ﬁw@ﬁm%muw&fa
ETR

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi's
Remarks

AL faewr v erearT SRR & sur=

e Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi,
who met with External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar on the sidelines of the Indian
Ocean conference here on Sunday, spoke
about Chabahar port and Trump’s Gaza
proposal.

3T fae =T wEft Sreu Ty SRATRRY, ST ¥fAaR &
HRATI HETHNR G8eA & Gk fager w3t
T, TRieR 9 e, 7 IR 838 S8R
U B ST UKATd b SR H o7 i |

e Will the U.S. President’s decision to
rescind or review sanctions waivers for Iran,
specifically on Chabahar port, impact India-
Iran cooperation, and did you discuss this
with Mr. Jaishankar during your meeting in
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Muscat?
w1 SRR TER 1 vt S F R it 3t ge @) o a1 g e e F AR
¥, fady EU I IEER 9EME R, HRA-SH HEANT DI UHIIT B, 3R 1 3104
AXPpE H U 96 & aRH ff STaR®HR I 39 R 991 B2

e Yes, we had a lengthy discussion with the Minister. Iran attaches great importance to
its relations with India, it is a very old relationship.
&1, sUR T & 1Y U At Tl g5 | S HRE & 1Y 30+ Rl ) agd Hged ol 8,
g U Sgd QR R 31

e The case of Chabahar is not just between Iran and India. This is between Iran and the
whole Indian Ocean Region.

YTIER &1 AT HId S 3R HRd & o1 761 |1 T8 T 3R Tl RS AgTHRR
REACIER]

e It connects the Indian Ocean Region to the Eurasian region through Iran and then
from Eurasia to Europe.

I8 YR HERINR &3 &1 331 & T1eH ¥ qRITRMTE 87 ¥ Sisdl 8, 3R iR Rid
& I |

e And this is a much faster and cheaper route using Iranian railroad.
3R Tg ST Y T IYUNT Hb Uh dgd ol 3R Xl AN 5|

e This is why India was interested to invest in this port and we are quite satisfied with the
level of cooperation we have on this.
T HRUIE b URA 39 S H a9 = § By 3aar 41 3R g9 S W AR §9 &
U & WX I ST P 7

e We have a 10-year agreement with India, they had received waivers and were able to
proceed on the port without facing any problems from the U.S.
TR U1 HIRd & 1Y U 10 HTA BT THSNGT 8, 3611 @e U &t ff 3R d o, ¥
et oft T &1 e T fomT §axime R S 56 # 9ed U

e To your question, | would say, first of all, we are not sure how much the situation has
changed, it is not clear yet [whether sanctions will be rescinded].

3{TU% GaTd T SIaTs < g, & B, a8 Ugel, 39 39 o1d I gAfa 78t & i Rufa
foral sae 7S §, U8 ol aeb Wy g § (a1 Ulaey 3 8|

e We are still interested to work with our Indian friends, and it is up to them to work on
this question [sanctions waiver], and we know that India is in close consultation with the
U.S. on this.
g1 3t +ft 3 U SRl & I 1 A W A @A 8, IR T8 396 W & b d
s%u%ru?aﬂnaﬁ mfde §e), 3R g SFd § o HIRd 39 IR .. & 1Y Heial Rt
Tsl

e When Mr. Trump was last in power, India cut all its oil imports from Iran, due to
sanctions threats.

99 ff €0 B0 IR T H ¥, YRA A 314 4 3o Toft ot 3mard &1 ufddel & TR &
DHRUT b & |
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e Did you discuss the possibility of India resuming its oil intake?
HT YA URA & U e AT B fihR A I B 1 UG R 4] Di?

e It's totally an Indian decision. We have enough customers for our oil.

78 I8 R ¥ HRdHg fofa 31 gAR U9 31mn o & o v amee 3|

How do you respond to the U.S. President’s proposal for Gaza, and was this part of your
conversation as well?

%an%w%meﬁﬁaﬁ?rgm%?mﬁwﬁuﬁrﬁméﬁ% 3R T TG 3HTUP HATG BT
UM

e This is something that all countries are speaking to each other about because it is a
totally unbelievable and totally unacceptable proposal.
T8 38 U1 & o IR o T 2= T g J 91 R T § il U8 U G R
SfaRrig 3R O IRE ¥ rdiord v §1

e Itis completely inhumane and against the principles of international law to displace a
whole people from their own homeland...send them to other places.

I8 8 TR ¥ SR SIR ST ST & Rigicl & Raas § it R dmii a1
I 30 ST ¥ AU foham Te... 3% R RIMl IR UST S|

e We know that all Arab countries and all Islamic countries have a joint position, and we
propose to speak in a united voice at an Organisation for Islamic Cooperation
ministerial conference that is being convened soon.

B9 9Hd § 7 Toft eRe 3x1 3R Tt st 31 U Tged fRURI A 3R g7 See &1
IR BH aTct SEATHT AT WIS o HaAl T § Udhgle R H Sl &1 Idd
G g

o | have discussed this with everyone | have met, including the Indian Foreign Minister
and we hope that all countries respect the rights of Palestinian people for self-
determination.

T YR R AT A I b1 g, oA & ey, o= uRedg fagwr w@=t off anfae § ek ga
AT HRA ¢ 1 Gt 21 Fpferedi=it @it & srreafaofa & siftrepRY &1 I/ B3|

Given India’s strong ties with the U.S., PM Modi’s recent visit to Washington, should India
play a role on the issue?

YRA & ARSI & A1y Torgy Faul B ¢@d g, e uidt ot griern aifkires g, |
mﬁwg&waﬁé@mﬁmﬁrwv

e Thatis up to India, right?
gg HRd R AR g, & A1

e Of course, Indians have always been very constructive and positive on international
developments, and we appreciate any country, that plays any role, to help the
Palestinian people.

ISP, HIRCATT THT 3 o™ W 98 WIS IR THRIES 38 ©, AR g foait
i 39 B Wi B & S AN b1 Hag o 7Y DI YFDT AU 8|
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At least 200 killed in Sudan RSF assault

[GS Paper II: Africa

Agence France-Presse
PORT SUDAN

Sudanese paramilitaries
killed more than 200 peo-
ple in a three-day assault
south of Khartoum, a mon-
itoring group said on Tues-
day, as the government
said the real toll was more
than double.

The Foreign Ministry,
loyal to the Army in its war
with the paramilitary Ra-
pid Support Forces (RSF),

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

said “433 people, including
infant children” had been
killed.

The RSF attack on the
White Nile state villages of
Al-Kadaris and Al-Khelwat
— some 90 km south of the
capital — sent thousands
fleeing their homes, eye-
witnesses said.

Since Saturday, RSF
fighters have engaged in
“executions, kidnappings,
enforced disappearances
and property looting” tar-

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

geting unarmed civilians,
according to the Emergen-
cy Lawyers group, which
documents rights abuses.

Humanitarian crisis
The attack — which the la-
wyers called “genocide” —
has left hundreds wound-
ed or missing, the group
said, with some residents
shot at and drowned while
trying to flee across the
Nile River.

Since the war broke out

At least 200 killed in Sudan RSF assault
S H RTATH & gHe § $H A $H 200 AR TR T

Sudanese Paramilitaries Attack

T TRfaferdt

eH Tl

in April 2023, both the Ar-
my and the paramilitaries
have been accused of war
crimes.

The war has killed tens
of thousands, displaced
more than 12 million and
created what the Interna-
tional Rescue Committee
has called the “biggest hu-
manitarian crisis ever
recorded”.

Across Sudan, eight mil-
lion people are on the
brink of starvation.

e Sudanese paramilitaries killed more than 200 people in a three-day assault south of
Khartoum, a monitoring group said on Tuesday, as the government said the real toll
was more than double.
G WAt 3 @im & <faor & A i & gwa o 200 A &iftres @ OR, TH
AT TYg A HTAaR & 6], Taidh IRBR  IRATdDH WSAT gt AT Td15 |

e The Foreign Ministry, loyal to the Army in its war with the paramilitary Rapid Support
Forces (RSF), said "433 people, including infant children” had been killed.

s JUIE BIET (RSF) & 1Y BT & g | FASIGH 8, A Fal
o "433 @1, fd 92 T off il & AR MU B

e The RSF attack on the White Nile state villages of Al-Kadaris and Al-Khelwat — some
90 km south of the capital — sent thousands fleeing their homes, eyewitnesses said.
RSF &1 T @T3C ATSH g & TTal A-BIGHRYT 3R AdA-Wadd TR g3 — St
YT A T 90 Tt gferor fyd § — 59 50 7 TORI AR B 3t TR Be |R
TeleR fosar, Targt A el

e Since Saturday, RSF fighters have engaged in “executions, kidnappings, enforced
disappearances and property looting targeting unarmed civilians, according to the
Emergency Lawyers group, which documents rights abuses.

ﬁévmsrrau

YNER §, RSF JATEY 7 "SI, 3(UGRT, S} UG

3R Tufxy geure

ﬁwﬁaﬁm@ﬁgﬁwﬁaﬁﬁﬁmw@ﬁ,Waﬁﬁ%w%
IR, S AFETRIPBR IeAu-] & GxTdsigpd Bl g
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Humanitarian Crisis

HEAY e

e The attack — which the lawyers called "genocide" — has left hundreds wounded or
missing, the group said, with some residents shot at and drowned while trying to flee
across the Nile River.

U A DI gldl A "REGR" HYT — SUY Ybs! AN grId 1 A19dl 51 T4, THE 7 g,
F Ayl Bl Mt AR 718 3R 3 ATgd Tdt Bl IR A BT HIRI F Y g T

e Since the war broke out in April 2023, both the Army and the paramilitaries have been
accused of war crimes.

%W@rzoa e W g5 Y= 3T, BT 3R WA &) gt SrarTelf o7 St Sg=ran T

I

e The war has killed tens of thousands, displaced more than 12 million and created what
the International Rescue Committee has called the "biggest humanitarian crisis ever
recorded”.

U GG A Al @ o1 oA o, 12 faferasr 9 sifte annl &) fawnfid fasan sik s
AT WG PHC 7 “3(F dh B! Jod 71 AFGIG Fbe” xR e g

e Across Sudan, eight million people are on the brink of starvation.

@wﬁ,mﬁ%@nmﬁ%wmél
(GS Paper lll: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, IS)

1. Quakes May Well Sharpen India’s Seismic Readiness /
YobY HIRd Pt YH g ) P o H Tobd &

2. Agricultural Protectionism Pushes Up India’s Import
Tariffs / PN TREUTATE HIRA & MU [P P! AT

3. Slight dip in unemployment rate in urban areas: survey /
Fedl &3 A RIS R § gobl ARTae: wdam

4. India prepares to submit updated greenhouse gas
inventory to UN / HRd JYdd wgﬁamaqsﬂﬂmﬁv
T AT Bt AR B I/ %
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Quakes may well sharpen India’s seismic readiness

GS Paper I: Earth Quake
GS Paper lll: DM
wo years ago, on February, 6, 2023, the
people of Tiirkiye and Syria were jolted
out of their sleep. At least 17,000 were
killed, with their numbers mounting
within minutes, as a great earthquake shook
those countries in the early hours after 4 a.m., at
7.8 on a scale of O to 10. A second jolt came like a
collaborator of the first, nine hours later,
destroying whatever buildings stood on or
around the scene of the first trauma.

‘Fault lines’ is an expression that we come
across and use as we might ‘glaciers’ or ‘ deserts’.
That is, without realising that it refers to an
intensely volatile and totally unpredictable
phenomenon, like the temper of the proverbial
sleeping dragon or demon. Fault lines lie between
the 15 log-jammed major tectonic plates on which
the earth’s thin crust sits.

These lines can slumber for decades, even
centuries, quietly, one may say so ‘sweetly’, that
their very existence can be forgotten by all except
seismologists. Until...the fault line stir, rise, shake
and then go on to mutilate, destroy and kill
whatever lies on and along those lines.
Depending on the degree of the awakened one’s
temper, the fury lasts or abates till such time as it
lasts or abates.

Nature’s brewing tension

India’s Indian Plate pressing onto the Eurasian
Plate sculpted the Himalaya. The fault line
involved runs right along the great Himalayan arc
that stretches from Kashmir to the North East. It
also implicates adjacent tracts in Pakistan, the
Tibetan Autonomous Region of China, Nepal and
Bhutan.

We are but dimly aware of this. For those of us
who do not live in those stunningly beautiful
tracts, that region means and evokes snow, pure
air, clear waters, holidays and leisure. But we
must know, must understand, the concurrent
‘scene’ which is about potential rubble, ravaged
hill sides, mutilated river courses. And trauma.

We must shake ourselves out of our dangerous
illusion, our perilous innocence about the reality
beneath our feet. Seismologists tell us that the
two great tectonic plates, the Indian and the
Eurasian, have now slept their really deep sleep
long enough now and that the built-up pressure
inside their folds cannot be expected to hold its
tension much longer.

Sure enough, a little over just one month ago,
on January 7, 2025 at 9:05 a.m., an earthquake
measuring Mw 7.1 struck Shigatse city of the Tibet

Quakes May Well Sharpen India’s Seismic Readiness

|
L I

Gopalkrishna
Gandhi

is a former
administrator,
diplomat

and Governor

India must
shake itself out
of its perilous
innocence and
be prepared for
the reality
beneath the
carth’s crust

Autonomous Region of Southwestern China.
Between 126 and 400 people were reported killed
and 338 were injured. Unmindful of national
borders and oblivious of lines of actual or
notional control, the quake made itself felt in
Nepal and in Northern India.

In the media

On January 10, The Hindu had an editorial,
“Damage control”, that said, ‘If the epicentre had
been located closer to India, the damage could
have been manifold.” And added, ‘Earthquakes in
the Himalayas evoke a special kind of dread in the
country.” The comment was right. Dread they do
cause. But have they occasioned the kind of
intense and urgent planning that is needed? Have
they occasioned national alertness, resolve and
action? The Editorial went on to say,
“Unfortunately, predicting the day and time is
outside the ambit of current science. Thus, the
best we can hope for is insulation against the
projected damage. It is in this context that
infrastructure development in the Himalayan
region must be viewed. While several of these
projects are intended to smooth the movement of
people and goods, the recurrent landslides and
glacial lake outbursts that wash away dams,
hydropower projects, and roads serve as a
constant reminder of the inherent fragility of the
region. Every form of infrastructure in the region
— power plant or dam — must take into account
the imminence of a major earthquake and the
associated costs factored into planning.

The Editorial said, ‘Adhering to already
existing building codes, not only in the Himalayas
but in the surrounding Indo-Gangetic plains, can
go a long way in limiting the inevitable damage. If
such adherence was good enough as a response
one month ago, the earthquakes that shook the
national capital on February 17, and within four
hours, Siwan in Bihar, suggest that adherence to
existing codes is not enough, Not enough by half.

Social media told us that there were people in
Delhi who said they had never felt a tremor so
big. This was impressionistic, perhaps, but
impressions that come from real sensations
under one’s feet are real in a way that reports and
reconstructed scenes are not. One post said
‘today Delhi and Bihar, tomorrow West Bengal...

It was salutary and sobering to see a post from
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, barely back from
his brief visit to the United States, reaching out to
the people of Delhi, asking them to stay calm and
take precautionary steps. The really meaningful

YHY URE BT YHUTT U B asf X T &

precautions are not within the means of the
people. They must come from government, from
the state.

We are now in a contingency that must take
into account: high probability; high financial and
physical cost if provided for, and incalculably
higher if not provided for.

The principle is the same as in any insurance
arrangement: the higher the risk the higher the
premium.

Time to act, and quickly

We need, not just quickly, not just urgently but
quite immediately, to provide for state expense
on, first, fore-closing and rolling back engineering
enterprises that weaken the earth’s crust,
especially rocky terrain, in India’s seismic risk
zones in the ascending calibration of 11, Il and V.

Second, super-imposing on the existing
seismic zonation maps which are really x-ray
plates, new carefully drawn mapped-plans for the
protection (which can include evacuations,
demolitions and re-building) of highly vulnerable
structures, and assessing the seismic status of
high follow-on secondary risk structures such as
like hydel projects and atomic reactors (Narora in
Uttar Pradesh is located in Zone IV).

Third, setting up a seismic building insurance
scheme wherein premiums for insuring against
collapse can be offered and encouraged.

Fourth, doing an assessment of the costs of
rescue, temporary sheltering and rehabilitation
zone-wise, of dislocated populations.

Fifth, fast-forwarding collaboration with
countries that are experts in the field on
earthquake anticipation through sensors, and
architecture nostrums. This would involve
expenses on hiring consultants.

All this sounds grim. But we should tell
ourselves that there is the ‘good news’ that we
are, as of this moment, ahead of the big seismic
shock that has been anticipated by seismologists.
We are capable of planning with some
composure, even as we recover from the shock of
February 17, not in a post-shock trauma
accompanied by fiscal crippling. And, we have an
institutional advantage in the shape of a Ministry
of Earth Sciences and a Disaster Management
Authority waiting to be harnessed in any scheme
towards seismic resistance.

The ‘motto’ is brief: earthquakes are not to be
prevented, they can scarcely be predicted, even
in our age of Artificial Intelligence. But they can
be prepared for. Is anyone doing that?
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Two years ago, on February 6, 2023, the people of Tiirkiye and Syria
were jolted out of their sleep.

am%m,smzozsﬁ,gﬁﬁ@W%mmﬂﬁqﬁ
ST 33|

e Atleast 17,000 people were killed, with their numbers mounting within minutes, as
a great earthquake of magnitude 7.8 struck in the early hours after 4 a.m.

U Y F 17,000 TN AR 7T, 3R I@! TBAT fiFe] § Tl 715, 579 4 99 Jag & a1
7.8 Tiaar ST Afaa=ITelt Yoy S|

e A second jolt came nine hours later, destroying whatever buildings stood on or
around the scene of the first trauma.

=t 4 918 gORT FePT 3mal, oA gl sied § o<t Wt sl oY 7 o faan

Understanding Fault Lines

YHUTT Iy ¥@T3HT BT THEAT

e 'Fault lines’ refer to an intensely volatile and totally unpredictable phenomenon.
QY YT T HATUD TRUR 3R Gl IRE A SUTRIG g1 i Agfid Het g

e They lie between the 15 major tectonic plates on which the earth’s thin crust sits.
T 15 Y@ FREIS Wel & g YT giedt §, o R 7} 3t vaeht udfdt fRa 31

e These fault lines can remain inactive for decades or centuries but eventually cause
massive destruction when they shift.

T gy @7l =11 a1 el a Hfepg 7 aadl 8 afe 99 3 9fha gidl &, O Ui
G EIGIE

Nature’s Brewing Tension

Upfd # ggar a41d

o The Indian Plate pressing onto the Eurasian Plate sculpted the Himalaya.
YRAY e & RRMET @e A ehiM S HRYT fguray &1 fmfor gam

e The fault line runs along the Himalayan arc, stretching from Kashmir to the North
East, also affecting Pakistan, China’s Tibetan Autonomous Region, Nepal, and
Bhutan.
g 31y @ fgarerdt =g & Try el g5 8, S FRHR | yair a@ ol 8 iR
gifear, 94 & fasadt waraw &7, Aure SR Ye™ &1 4t yuifad sl 3|

o People often associate these regions with scenic beauty but must also recognize
their seismic risks.
@I AR TR 37 &1 B Yo UTPpfas =24l A wilsd 8, Afp 3¢ Tgi & yHig
TRl & WY gHeET Tfel
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Seismologists warn that the Indian and Eurasian plates have built-up pressure that
may not hold much longer.

YAFID| BT Ha1 8 fF URdT 3R WA wiel & 3ieR ga19 dd J9a @ 81 P
HPpdTl

Recent Seismic Activity

giferan yeuta nfafafy

On January 7, 2025, at 9:05 a.m., an earthquake measuring Mw 7.1 struck Shigatse
city in Tibet.

7 SHa3 2025 B Jag 9:05 I, fasga & R Tgw A 7.1 Ftaan &1 Y&y |
Between 126 and 400 people were reported killed, and 338 were injured.

126 | 400 AN B Jog DI JIT firett, 3R 338 AT U9 U

The quake was felt in Nepal and Northern India, showing how seismic events
ignore national borders.

g YU AU 3R ST HRa § W} wevgw fovan ma, Fored wan = @ 6 y@dia
geATE P HHATSHT A1 81 ugardi|

In the Media
Mfear o

On January 10, The Hindu published an editorial titled "Damage Control".

10 a3} @I, g fg 7 "SUS deia” e A TP Jured g UHIRd fhar|

It stated that if the epicenter had been closer to India, the damage could have been
much greater.

SHH BgT T {5 Ife YU o1 g URA & R S g1, dt THa™ B3 A1 TP g1
HhdT YTl

The editorial mentioned that earthquakes in the Himalayas evoke a special kind of
dread in India.

Hurgetd ¥ garar a1 f fFarea 9 o ard 4@ v UIRd § Te fa=iv Yo R ot gexa
g1 Hd &

It questioned whether there has been enough planning, national alertness, and
action to tackle such disasters.

91 9% HaTd Io1d1 {5 o1 39 ave &1 simugrelf 9 fued & forg wafw g, ot
Haddr 3R HRATS §5 o

The editorial stated, "Predicting the day and time of an earthquake is beyond the
scope of current science.”

TUTGH g | Hgl T, "YU & fe 3R waa &t ufasarft = adas fagme #t
Hrarei S aER 1"
It emphasized that the best way to prepare is by insulating infrastructure against
projected damage.
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Infrastructure Concerns in the Himalayas

fRuarera o gfAard e @t fRiae

Many projects in the Himalayan region aim to facilitate the movement of people
and goods.

%ﬂgﬁ&hﬁﬂr{uﬁﬁw&?ﬁﬁaﬁ?mﬁﬁmﬁwaﬂﬁ%mm
|

However, landslides and glacial lake outbursts often destroy dams, hydropower
projects, and roads.

gTaife, Yraa- R ffa-da siial & wer I R iy, Tafdgga ufkaiern ok
ASD Y g Wl |

The editorial stressed that infrastructure in the Himalayas should be designed with
the possibility of a major earthquake in mind.

HureTa A Wk faar fp fRwre o gard) o & U 93 YU Bt WU B = o
T@H I 1 13T

Existing building codes in both the Himalayas and the Indo-Gangetic plains must
be strictly followed.

fRuTea SR 7 & A | Hisler YaH Wiear 1 9! 3 uraH far S anfel
The recent earthquakes in Delhi on February 17 and in Siwan, Bihar within four
hours show that existing codes may not be enough.

maﬁwmﬁaﬁﬁwﬂaﬁ?awa%%mmﬁew%ﬁmﬁﬁmmﬁmﬁ%
o Hisger faw a8 &

Public Perception and Government Response

ST BT YRUM 3R IRBRL ufafrar

Many Delhi residents claimed they had never felt such a strong tremor before.
et & @5 el A grar frar & S=i ugd Hfi sa-it O gaae degy T8l &1
A social media post stated, "Today Delhi and Bihar, tomorrow West Bengal...”
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, after returning from the U.S., urged people to stay
calm and take precautions.

T s A1), SFARDT | die & 915, vl | id Y67 3R ArauTt sva 3t
St @t
However, effective earthquake precautions must come from the government.

T, THTHY YHY JRET YN IRPR GIRT &1 ST o1 TFHd 3|

Time to Act, and Quickly
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e India must urgently take measures to prevent engineering activities that weaken
seismic risk zones (Zones Il, IlI, 1V).
YIRA DI gId 3 Fet=rgie afafafiral o A= aifey st Yo e &=t & 1,
I, IV) B FHAR Bt g
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Agricultural protectionism pushes up India’s import tari

India’s import tariffs are five times that of the US. and the highest among BRICS nations

GS Paper lll: External
Sector

| DATA POINT |

Samreen Wani

ariffs levied on imports in-
T to India are five times high-

er than what the United
States levies on its imports. The av-
erage duty levied by India was 17%
in 2023, compared to 3.3% levied
by the U.S. Also, the average tariff
levied by India was the highest
among comparable economies, es-
pecially BRICS countries. India
was followed by Brazil (11%), and
South Africa and China (more than
7%). The average tariff levied by
Russia was 6.6.% and that by the
European Union was 5% (Chart 1).

Despite the difference in the av-
erage tariffs levied by India and the
U.S., the number of products sub-
ject to tariffs remains comparable
in both countries (Chart 2).

India’s higher average was
mostly due to high tariffs on agri-
cultural products to protect dom-
estic producers. “While tariffs on
agricultural goods are really high,
it is not so on manufactured pro-
ducts,” explains Biswajit Dhar, Dis-
tinguished Professor, Council for
Social Development.

Chart 3 shows that the average
tariff levied by India on non-agri-
cultural goods was less than 15%
between 2018 and 2023. The duty
on agricultural goods, however,
has always been more than twice
the duty on non-agricultural pro-
ducts, and exceeded 38% in all
years except in 2020.

Dhar argues that the reason
why India continues to levy high
agricultural tariffs is to protect
food security and livelihoods. He
points out that since investment in
agriculture is low — just about 6%
of the total investment in the coun-
try — the sector remains signifi-
cantly inefficient by global stan-
dards. “Agricultural tariffs cannot
be brought down easily. The U.S.
has very high subsidies on agricul-
tural products. If there are many
subsidised U.S. agricultural pro-
ducts floating about in the market,

Agricultural Protectionism Pushes Up India’s Import Tariffs

P TEUIEIG YR & 31T Yoob B 9 TdT 8

it is very difficult for us [India] to
reduce our tariffs,” he says. Unless
the government decides to pull up
this sector by the bootstraps, it will
not be able to stand up to interna-
tional competition, Dhar adds.

A closer look at product-wise ta-
riffs shows that agricultural, dairy
products, beverages, and tobacco
continue to attract more than 30%
as import duty (Table 4). Duty on
transport equipment, cotton, and
textiles came down between 2018
and 2023. Tariffs on electrical ma-
chinery, leather/footwear, and
some manufactured goods in-
creased in the same period.

U.S. President Donald Trump
recently drew attention towards
tariffs levied by various countries.
He suggested that the U.S. would
impose “reciprocal tariffs” on
countries which, he believes, have
treated the U.S. “unfairly”. While
the finer details and the math of
such tariffs are not clear yet, his re-
marks have caused considerable
unease in India. Amid this criti-
cism from the U.S., India has re-
cently reduced tariffs on bourbon
whiskey from 150% to 100%.

India is increasingly exporting
more to the U.S., widening its
trade surplus with the U.S. Goods
exported to the U.S. from India
have crossed $53 billion in FY25
(April-November) and exceeded
18% of India’s total exports from
about 15% a decade ago (Chart 5).

“Tariffs are being imposed to
block imports from partner coun-
tries into the U.S. But reciprocal ta-
riffs could mean pressure on India
to reduce agricultural tariffs. Be-
cause at the end of the day, the U.S.
wants India to import more from
them. And what better opportuni-
ty to do that than to force India to
reduce its agricultural tariffs? This
is going to be part of the bilateral
trade agreement that they will be
negotiating. India has maintained
that negotiating tariffs on agricul-
tural products, such as cereals, is
off the table for Free Trade Agree-
ments. But that will not be the case
for India-U.S. bilateral negotia-
tions,” Dhar adds.

Tariff troubles

The data for the charts were sourced from the World Trade Organization and the Centre For Monitoring Indian Economy
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Tariffs levied on imports into India are five times higher than what the
United States levies on its imports. .
mﬁ%mwmwwmwaﬁﬁmaﬁmﬁmw
3fe g

The average duty levied by India was 17% in 2023, compared to 3.3% levied by the
us.

2023 ® YRA §RT T 7T ST Yeb 17% AT, TP SARBT gRT S9m4T 747 I[ech
3.3% YTl

The average tariff levied by India was the highest among comparable economies,
especially BRICS countries.

YRT gRT T 74T ST Yo gar-ia srdarawurai # 9ad et o1, faviv =u 9
forery <= A

India was followed by Brazil (11%), South Africa and China (more than 7%).

HRA & TG TSI (11%), SFE0T 3TAYDT 3R 4 (7% A ) T I AT

The average tariff levied by Russia was 6.6% and that by the European Union was
5%.

U GRT AT T 3R [P 6.6% SNR LI T §RT TIRIT TRIT (b 5% AT
Despite the difference in average tariffs levied by India and the U.S., the number of
products subject to tariffs remains comparable in both countries.

HRA 3R ARSI GRT AT 7T 3\ Yeob | 3R P aTa9e, ST o2 § Yeb &
3efiT SeuTel Ft WW gEg S+t 53 3

Reasons for High Tariffs in India
YRd H 3 I[P S DRI

India’s higher average tariffs are mostly due to high tariffs on agricultural products
to protect domestic producers.

YRd § I Sd Yo TSI U A Y IS R ARIF Yeb T & BRI g, difs
T SUTEHI DI JI&T Pt ol T |

Tariffs on agricultural goods are really high, but not so on manufactured products.
PV IaTel W Yoo 954 e 8, afe fafaffa Sl w saar 11 31

Between 2018 and 2023, the average tariff levied by India on non-agricultural
goods was less than 15%.

2018 | 2023 & d4, TR-FN IUIGT U HRT FRT TT T 394 J[eH 15% A FH
YTl

The duty on agricultural goods, however, has always been more than twice the duty
on non-agricultural products, and exceeded 38% in all years except in 2020.

gTaife, FIY ISl W AR IR-F N IATS & Yo A ST A 31 /T8 3R
2020 P! DD G+t Ul # 38% & 3iftre Tl
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Expert Analysis: Food Security and Global Competition

faRiusit o1 fazayor: e gReam 3R afye uforguf

e India continues to levy high agricultural tariffs to protect food security and
livelihoods.
YR WTel G 3R STeiifasT Ht I8 & R 3= FY Yoo T SR 7@t 2|
e Investment in agriculture is low, just about 6% of the total investment in the
country.
P | 9% 950 $H 7, N ¢V & A 9% BT Had 6% &
e The sector remains significantly inefficient by global standards.
AP TP S FHAR TT & BT 3&H 94T g3 8|
e The U.S. has very high subsidies on agricultural products.
IAR®T Y IATel W 9gd e Afeast ¢ar gl
o If subsidized U.S. agricultural products flood the market, it will be difficult for India
to reduce tariffs.

gfe smfve) afeddt ara FiY ITe IR # o 91 &, <t URd & fore Yo &/ oAl
giewd g Sre|

Sector-Wise Import Tariffs in India
YR H &F-dR AT YD

e Agricultural, dairy products, beverages, and tobacco continue to attract more than
30% import duty.
P, 38 IuTe, B9 ver 3R JaTE WR 30% W 34fRUP AT Yo Tl ST 2|

o Tariffs on transport equipment, cotton, and textiles came down between 2018 and
2023.
2018 ¥ 2023 & &4, TRTGT SUBVI, FURT 3N Il U [H HH gl

o Tariffs on electrical machinery, leather/footwear, and some manufactured goods
increased in the same period.

34t erafy ¥, fagga =i, ausi/Sd ik oo fafififa Sl wr 3 Terl

U.S. Stance and Impact on India
AP BT @ 3R HRT TR YHG

e U.S. President Donald Trump recently highlighted tariffs levied by various
countries.

et Ipufa SiTes ¢u = g1ar 81 # fafir <=1 gRT @vITe 1Y 31ee R e s ffa
o

o He suggested that the U.S. would impose “reciprocal tariffs” on countries he
believes have treated the U.S. unfairly.
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S8l gara foa fos smfeet o1 3=l uR gl e Tmem, S iRt & |y
T IR H T B
e India has recently reduced tariffs on bourbon whiskey from 150% to 100%.

YR A T 81 ¥ aid fRIB! R 6P 150% A HeTHT 100% H a1 3|

India-U.S. Trade and Future Negotiations

YRd- MRS AR R Hiasg &1 araf

e India is increasingly exporting more to the U.S., widening its trade surplus with the

u.s.
HRd AR 31 Frafd 9e1 381 3, R smifvet & w1y AR SRy 98 @1 7|
e Goods exported to the U.S. from India have crossed $53 billion in FY25 (April-
November).
fama o 2025 (3MI-AdeR) H ARST B YR & Fafa $53 fafers #1 IR FR AT B
o Exports to the U.S. now exceed 18% of India’s total exports, up from about 15% a
decade ago.
3R 3 fFafa s URa & pa Frafa #1 18% | siftre 8, ot U gx1® Ugd avmuT
15% dUTI
e Reciprocal tariffs could mean pressure on India to reduce agricultural tariffs.
wfa=n< IeF YURT W F I[eH $H HA BT a1 §1 DT ¢ |
¢ India has maintained that negotiating tariffs on agricultural products is off the
table for Free Trade Agreements.
YRT A $T1 § f5 o TUR Jgiial § HiY Sdel U= Yo ardl o aTg |
e However, this may not be the case in India-U.S. bilateral negotiations.

BTaifP, WRd-3Mf¥eT fgueha arafsi & 391 7 g 9T 21
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Slight dip in unemployment
rate in urban areas: survey

The rate of unemployment for persons of age 15 and above is at 64% for the period of October

to December 2024, says the Periodic Labour Force Survey; Gujarat has the lowest rate at 3%

[GS Paper lll: Unemployment |

A.M. Jigeesh
NEW DELHI

he unemployment
I I rate in urban areas
of the country was

6.4% for the period of Oc-
tober to December in 2024
for persons of age 15 and
above, says the Periodic
Labour Force Survey
(PLFS) released by the Sta-
tistics and Programme Im-
plementation Ministry
here on Tuesday.

For men, the unemploy-
ment rate was 5.8%, and
for women, 8.1%.

In 2023, during the cor-
responding quarter, the
unemployment rate for the
cohort was 6.5%, while in
the July-to-September
2024 quarter, it was 6.4%.
The female unemploy-
ment rate last year was
8.6%.

Himachal tops the list
Among the States, Hima-
chal Pradesh had the high-
est unemployment rate of
10.4% and Gujarat the low-
est 3%. The female unem-
ployment rate too was the
highest in Himachal Pra-
desh at 24%. The lowest
was 1.3% in Delhi.

The PLFS defines unem-
ployment rate as the per-
centage of unemployed

Faint glimmer

The chart shows the unemployment rate (in %) in urban areas for persons of age 15 years and above

T Seeking prospects : Job seekers participating in
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persons in the labour force
in current weekly status
(CWS) — the number of
persons either employed
or unemployed on an aver-
age in a week.

The Labour Force Parti-
cipation Rate (LFPR), the
percentage of population
in the labour force, was
39.6% for people of all ag-
es. It was 39.2% in the cor-
responding quarter last
year. The LFPR for women
has increased by 0.1 per-
centage point to 20% from
last year’s 19.9%. However,
the LFPR decreased from
last quarter’s figure of
20.3%.

The lowest LFPR for all
people and for women was
in Bihar at 30.7% and 9.9%,

respectively. The PLFS was
done among 1,70,487 peo-
ple in 45,074 households.

Increase in WPR

The Worker Population Ra-
tio (WPR) in urban areas
among persons of age 15
and above has increased
from 46.6% during Octob-
er to December of 2023, to
47.2% in October to De-
cember in 2024.

The WPR for males of
age 15 and above for urban
areas increased from
69.8% in October to De-
cember of 2023 to 70.9%
during October to Decem-
ber in 2024.

The workers are classi-
fied into three broad cate-
gories according to their

status in employment such
as self-employed, regular
wage/salaried employee
and casual labour.

Within the category of
self-employed, two sub-ca-
tegories have been made
as own account worker
and employer combined
together and unpaid hel-
per in household enter-

prises.
In these categories,
39.9% were self-employed,

49.4% were regular em-
ployees and 10.7% were ca-
sual labourers. As much as
5.5% of the workers were
in agriculture sector, 31.8%
in the secondary sector, in-
cluding mining, and 62.7%
in the tertiary sector that
includes service sectors.

Slight dip in
unemployment
rate in urban
areas: survey

et &l |
RIS R A
god! RTAC:

The unemployment
rate in urban areas of
the country was 6.4%
for persons aged 15
and above for the
period of October to
December 2024,
according to the
Periodic Labour
Force Survey (PLFS).
o= H e &l 15
aY 3R I St
31g & feaal & forg
JFgar ¥ fedaw
2024 @1 Srafr o
ARAISATRY &R 6.4%

e, U8 TFPRI MMafUd YH T TA&T (PLFS) & AR & TS|

The unemployment rate for men was 5.8%, and for women, it was 8.1%.
TUI B RIS &R 5.8%, 3R Afganai i 8.1% |
In the same quarter of 2023, the unemployment rate was 6.5%, while in July to
September 2024, it was 6.4%.

2023 F 34t faurel & SR &R 6.5% ff, Safer Jars | fadar 2024 & 75 6.4% |
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The female unemployment rate in 2023 was 8.6%.

2023 ¥ Afgarsif & RIS &% 8.6% Ut

Himachal tops the list

feuTaa = ° ged SR

Among the States, Himachal Pradesh had the highest unemployment rate of 10.4%,
while Gujarat had the lowest at 3%.

o4l H, AT weRt & 99w Sifte SRR &R 10.4% ff, Safe ToRTd 6 969 $F

3% 1|

The female unemployment rate was highest in Himachal Pradesh at 24%, while the
lowest was 1.3% in Delhi.

%%mﬁﬁﬁmﬁa%nﬁamﬁmmu% IR et & 9o +H 1.3%
|

The PLFS defines unemployment rate as the percentage of unemployed persons in
the labour force in current weekly status (CWS).

PLFS SRISRTRY &% @1 HivjeTl Arare® AT (cws) T 91 6 # SRISNTR afeaal &
wfia=Ta & %9 § gRYId Far g

Labour Force Participation Rate (LFPR)
9 g UTTERI &3 (LFPR)

The Labour Force Participation Rate (LFPR) was 39.6% for people of all ages,
compared to 39.2% in the same quarter last year.

at emg &t & il & fore o o1 HRfaRY ¥ (LFPR) 39.6% o, Siaifes et af &5t
331 fawmel # 98 39.2% i

The LFPR for women increased by 0.1 percentage point to 20%, up from 19.9% last
year, but lower than 20.3% in the previous quarter.

wfgena & forg LFPR 0.1 Ufisra 3ie g 20% &1 74T, o fUsd af 19.9% o, Afd
o<t fammet & 20.3% & 7 oIl

The lowest LFPR was recorded in Bihar at 30.7% for all people and 9.9% for women.
|t I & e W w9 LFPR fagR 7 30.7% iR Afgenait & g 9.9% 1|

The PLFS survey covered 1,70,487 people in 45,074 households.

PLFS Td&fT § 1,70,487 WRT 3R 45,074 YNGR 2fd« |

Increase in Worker Population Ratio (WPR)

ofire SRS 3UTd (WPR) ® gfS

The Worker Population Ratio (WPR) in urban areas for persons aged 15 and above
increased from 46.6% (Oct-Dec 2023) to 47.2% (Oct-Dec 2024).
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46.6% (STEaR-fARAR 2023) | TEGHR 47.2% (SAFgaR-feHa 2024) g T

The WPR for males aged 15 and above in urban areas increased from 69.8% (Oct-Dec
2023) to 70.9% (Oct-Dec 2024).

Tt &3 H 15 av SR IUH 3URIP 3T & YUl & AT WPR 69.8% (3ragaR-faxiaR
2023) | TP 70.9% (SFgar-feTaR 2024) g 4TI

Employment Classification

Workers are classified into three categories: self-employed (39.9%), regular
wage/salaried employees (49.4%), and casual labourers (10.7%).

gl 3t I ARt o arffed frar T 3: W-AeR (39.9%), fFrafta da-/dqutt
HHARY (49.4%), 3R SATATRG 4TH® (10.7%) |

Within the self-employed category, there are two subcategories: own account workers
& employers combined and unpaid helpers in household enterprises.

IR Avit A Y IU-2f0ri & wad & @1d & 4fie ok i (ged =u 9) iR
T Sl | f9A1 99 91a e |

Sector-Wise Employment Distribution

AR AR faawor

5.5% of the workers were employed in the agriculture sector.

5.5% Y10 $iY & T HrRd 31

31.8% were in the secondary sector, including mining and manufacturing.
31.8% 4o feeita® &= § 4, o @@=+ 3R fafamfor wnfie )

62.7% were engaged in the tertiary sector, which includes services.

62.7% 40 Jolg® &x § Bk 4, for s Jar & wia g
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India prepares to submit updated
greenhouse gas inventory to UN

GS Paper lll:
Environment

NEW DELHI

India is in the final stages of
preparing its first ever
Biannual Transparency Re-
port (BTR), part of its com-
mitment as a signatory to
the 2015 Paris Agreement
on climate change, Envi-
ronment Ministry officials
told The Hindu.

This report will be In-
dia’s official position on its
greenhouse gas emissions
inventory, key sectors and
sources, and steps taken to
improve energy efficiency
use, as well as the transi-
tion to renewable energy
sources and the availability
of required resources.

While India has been
periodically  submitting
such information in the
form of ‘national commu-
nications’ and ‘Biannual
Update Reports’ (BUR), the
BTR is a document that will
be subject to technical re-

view by independent, non-
Indian, UNFCCC-accredit-
ed experts. The UNFCCC,
or the United Nations Fra-
mework Convention on
Climate Change, is the core
agreement on which rest
commitments by countries
to take climate action.
Historically, only deve-
loped countries have been
required to submit BTRs.
The reports are part of the
commitment made by all
signatories at the

\UM (e

[l ¥ : %\?
i’tmﬁno\

The Biannual Transparency Report is part of a commitment made at
COP-21, but countries started submitting it only by 2024. FILE PHOTO

»

UNFCCC’s 21st Conference
of Parties (COP), held in Pa-
ris in 2015, in a bid to in-
crease transparency.

However, it was only at
the 2024 COP in Baku that
countries actually began
submitting BTRs that ad-
hered to the prescribed
format. While all countries
were to have submitted
their BTRs by December
2024, several — including
India - failed to meet that
deadline.

“The main feature of the
upcoming BTR submission
is that it will have data up
to 2022. In the BUR, the da-
ta submitted reflected the
emissions inventory of
2020. The other aspect is
that this will be reviewed
by an external set of ex-
perts,” a Ministry official,
who declined to be identi-
fied, told The Hindu.

In its latest BUR, India
reported that in 2020, its
total GHG emissions fell
7.93% from 2019. “One of
the factors was a reduction
in energy consumption
due to COVID-19 inducted
lockdowns. The forthcom-
ing BTR is likely to show an
increase in total emissions,
just as is the trend in other
countries. India’s share of
emissions, however, conti-
nues to be 4% to 5% of the
globe and, in per-capita
terms, less than a third of
global per-capita emis-
sions,” the official added.

India prepares to
submit updated
greenhouse gas
mventory to UN

I T AU Bt
dardt F TR

India is in the final
stages of preparing
its first-ever Biannual
Transparency Report
(BTR) as part of its
commitment to the
2015 Paris
Agreement on

climate change, according to Environment Ministry officials.

YR 2015 IRT AN & dgd U+l yfdggdr & v § g fgarife
UReRfar RO (BTR) dUR &1 & Sifaw @Ror & g, ygiarur varag &
SftreTival & gErR|

This report will present India’s official position on its greenhouse gas emissions
inventory, key sectors and sources, and steps taken to improve energy efficiency
and transition to renewable energy.

Tg RUIE URa @1 snite1ive AT &1 Megrew T sxye I, JBr &7 iR i,
amﬁamgmﬁﬁw@wﬁﬁuhﬁ%ﬁmwwﬁ%wﬁ

Address :
Email Id :

TR DXl

India has been periodically submitting such information in the form of ‘National

Communications’ and ‘Biannual Update Reports’ (BUR).
‘J-IR_CRT@'!I IR (‘National Communications’) 3R
H THY-THY 1R U SEBR) U BT T |

3rera+ Rid (BUR) & =0
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e The BTR will be subject to a technical review by independent, non-Indian, UNFCCC-
accredited experts.
BTR P! Ad-11dt THia e, TR-HReH, UNFCCC-TT=IaT UTe fa=iusil gRT &F S|
e The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) is the core
agreement under which countries commit to climate action.

HYEd Y Fearg IR 0@ e (UNFCCC) T J& osiial ¢ fordas ded
I AT PRATS B & folE Ufdes 8id 7

Historical Context of BTR

BTR &1 BfagiRie deu

e Historically, only developed countries were required to submit BTRs.
UfagRie ¥4 ¥, ad fawmRid 3=0 & BTR UKId ®= 3t azaddr Al

e The requirement for all signatories to submit BTRs was made at the UNFCCC's 21st
Conference of Parties (COP) in 2015 (Paris Agreement) to increase transparency.

Tt gaTeR®dt SN & A BTR URgd H 3t SfHaRidar UNFCCC & 213 SI3hd
TP YISt (coP) 2015 (AR THENd) # yReRiar geM & fouw au ot 715 ot

BTR Submission at COP 2024
COP 2024 ¥ BTR URd &3 @t Ufehar

e It was only at COP 2024 in Baku that countries began submitting BTRs in the
prescribed format.
$Had COP 2024 (TF) H <=1 A fAreifea yrew # BTR wgd 11 3= faban|

e While all countries were required to submit their BTRs by December 2024, several,
including India, failed to meet the deadline.

gTaifes Tt 3= o1 feweR 2024 T 347 BTR Wgd 1 ¥, AT URd Afed &3 o
T 9T ST B R 81 BRI |

Key Features of the Upcoming BTR Submission

MRT BTR Ugfa®<or &t &1 faxivard

e The main feature of the upcoming BTR submission is that it will have data up to
2022.
MY BTR URGfahR0T & Y& fa=iwar I8 ¢ b 39 2022 9% & 3w gl

e Inthe BUR, the data submitted reflected the emissions inventory of 2020.
BUR T U s 2020 & ST Gl B! aid Y|

e Another key aspect is that this BTR will be reviewed by an external set of experts.

T& 31 Hgayul Ugq 7% ¢ % 39 BTR &Y wefter argt faiusl gy ot simee |
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India’s Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emissions Report

YR $1 N8RS T (GHG) ITsi Rl

e Inits latest BUR, India reported that in 2020, its total GHG emissions fell by 7.93%
from 2019.
YR = 3T Adi=ad BUR & RUTE a1 {5 2020 § 7 GHG IS 2019 B o= &
7.93% HH B3I

e One of the factors for this reduction was the decline in energy consumption due to
COVID-19-induced lockdowns.
39 fIRTaC 3T TP BT FRUI HIfdS-19 & BRI & ATH SIS G SHoll @ud J HHY 7|

e The forthcoming BTR is likely to show an increase in total emissions, similar to the
trend in other countries.

Wsmﬁwmﬁhﬁq@ﬁ@ﬁaﬁﬁméﬁwﬁsm%aﬁﬁm%mw
|

o India’s share of global emissions remains 4% to 5%, and in per capita terms, it is less
than a third of global per capita emissions.

YR BT Ieei= NG AP TR W 4% A 5% 2, 3R ufd safed Iaei-1 & arHa # 98
Ay 3ird & U fasrs § Wt HH B
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55 cr. people |

[Essay |
Press Trust of India
PRAYAGRA]

The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment on Tuesday said an
unprecedented 55 crore
devotees have taken a holy
dip in the Triveni Sangam
during the Maha Kumbh
Mela.

“The Kumbh Mela
which started on January
13 will continue till Febru-
ary 26 (Maha Shivratri).
Half of India’s 110 crore Sa-
natan followers have im-
mersed themselves, and
this number is expected to
surpass 60 crore by the fi-
nal bathing ritual on Fe-
bruary 26,” an official
statement said, adding this
Maha Kumbh has seen the
largest participation in any
religious, cultural, or social
event.

“According to the World
Population Review, Pew
Research, India’s popula-

Xt
Devotees taking a dip at Triveni
Sangam on Tuesday. ANI

tion is approximately 143
crore (1.43 billion), with 110
crore (1.10 billion) follow-
ers of Sanatan Dharma,”
the statement said.

The number of those
who took bath at the Trive-
ni Sangam represents 50%
of India’s Sanatana follow-
ers, it said, and over 38% of
the country’s people.

Meanwhile, the Maha
Kumbh also resonated on
the opening day of the Ut-
tar Pradesh Legislature’s

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
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nave taken holy
dip at Maha Kumbh: U.P. govt.

Budget Session on Tues-
day. The House witnessed
uproarious scenes as Op-
position members greeted
Governor Anandiben Patel
with slogans during her
joint address asking for da-
ta on the Maha Kumbh
stampede deaths, among
other issues.

Chief Minister Yogi Adi-
tyanath hit out at the Sa-
majwadi Party MLAs over
demanding translation of
Assembly proceedings in
Urdu when the Speaker an-
nounced that they would
be available in four region-
al languages - Awadhi,
Bhojpuri, Braj and Bundeli
- as well as English. He al-
leged that the Opposition
members send their chil-
dren to English-medium
schools while wanting oth-
er children to study Urdu
and become maulvis.

(With inputs from The
Hindu Bureau in Lucknow)

3R 26 BIAI} dh T HBTRERTE) |

e Half of India’s 110 crore Sanatan followers have immersed themselves in the holy dip,
and this number is expected to surpass 60 crore by the final bathing ritual on February

26

55 cr. people have
taken holy dip at Maha
Kumbh: U.P. govt.

HETHH | 55 HIrS Al
= ufa gaot avns: gul

HIPIR

Unprecedented Participation in
Maha Kumbh Mela

HETHY A § 3YAyd TR

. The Uttar Pradesh
government announced that 55
crore devotees have taken a holy
dip in the Triveni Sangam during
the Maha Kumbh Mela.
IR UG TRDHR A UI9on i b 55
S sgrgait 3 Fravh A
gg@uﬁm%ﬁmqﬁawm
I
. The Kumbh Mela started on
January 13 and will continue until
February 26 (Maha Shivratri).
U AT 13 TG I I g ol

YR & 110 PRIS JATGA SITaTREl T F 319 7 ufqsy A1 fova g, 3R 9 T &7 60
FAS T SR UgTH Bt YU €, S 26 HRE o1 3ifc W= & R grft|

o This Maha Kumbh has seen the largest participation in any religious, cultural, or social
event.

U HgTH Y T ot off enfies, Tivgias, ar amifors Srishd & 9ad g1 iileR! ¢t T

gl

e According to the World Population Review, Pew Research, India’s population is
approximately 143 crore (1.43 billion), with 110 crore (1.10 billion) followers of Sanatan
Dharma.

ges Urgaz™ fYeg, dig R & SFuR, YRA & SHHe AT 143 SIS (1.43 faferm)
2, fored 110 S (1.10 fSferam) waTa onf & srqarht |1
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The number of those who took a bath at the Triveni Sangam represents 50% of India’s
Sanatan followers, which is over 38% of the country’s people.

Pravft Tw & T SR adl B WA YR & I ATl 61 50% ©, S o B Hd
ST BT 38% W A B

Opposition's Protest in the Uttar Pradesh Legislature

IR U faurvsa A fquer =1 faxiy

The Maha Kumbh also resonated on the opening day of the Uttar Pradesh
Legislature’s Budget Session on Tuesday.

TETHYH BT 3R IR U AU HST & Fole 9 & Igule o HiedR i W gu- &
o

The House witnessed uproarious scenes as Opposition members greeted Governor
Anandiben Patel with slogans, demanding data on the Maha Kumbh stampede
deaths, among other issues.

o # fauer & Hewl - AUt SATHEa ged Pl ARETS! & 1Y WHTd fbar 3R
TETHH WITeS U g3 Hidl ied 3 Gl IR Sel T

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath criticized Samajwadi Party MLAs for demanding
translation of Assembly proceedings in Urdu, when the Speaker had announced they
would be available in Awadhi, Bhojpuri, Braj, Bundeli, and English.

gt ot snfeemy - waTSrard! urdf & faumasi o e &t forgi faumay
D HTRIATE! BT I¢ | fare AT, Safe W 3 9ivon &1 ff fF g8 sradht, vieg, 51,
gaeft oiR Sidieht & Iuas I

He alleged that Opposition members send their children to English-medium schools
while wanting other children to study Urdu and become maulvis.

3 SR A o fauel Yewg s o=l &1 Sl H1end & Wpdl § Uoid §, wiafd d
3 Sl § B¢, Ue- SR Hiadt a1+ &1 918d 38d & |
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How pragmatism is inadequate to
understand Ambedkar’s scholarship

Pragmatism is a progressive philosophy; and therefore, thinkers like Ambedkar become important figures in the global pluralist pragmatist

philosophical tradition. However, it is inadequate to annihilate caste in a Brahmanical society

S Paper IV: Ethics
Jadumani Mahanand

fter several decades, the
scholarship of Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar is getting global

attention. In the last four years,
four biographies by different scholars and
four scholarly books, excluding a set of
five volumes on Dr. Ambedkar’s life and
philosophy, have been written.

Still, scholars from different disciplines
or through interdisciplinary approaches
are reluctant to teach or research
Ambedkar’s thoughts.

In this context, it is interesting to see
the scholarship of Scott R. Stroud explore
the intellectual relationship between John
Dewey and B. R. Ambedkar. His last book,
The Evolution of Pragmatism in India:
Ambedkar, Dewey and the Rhetoric of
Reconstruction, demonstrated the
scholarship of Ambedkar and Dewey
within pragmatist thought. Initially,
Stroud, as a Deweyan scholar, explored
the Deweyan influence on Ambedkar’s
political philosophy to develop the theory
of Ambedkar’s navayana pragmatism.

His latest article which appeared in the
Economic and Political Weekly titled “B. R
Ambedkar and the Evolution of
Pragmatism in India”, responded to some
of his critiques, and defended his
Deweyan argument. This essay critically
engages with Stroud’s article in EPW.

Cannot be reduced to pragmatism
Stroud’s scholarship attempts to interpret
Ambedkar’s political philosophy in the
global pragmatist tradition. Pragmatism is
a progressive philosophy; and therefore,
thinkers like Ambedkar become
important figures in the global pluralist
pragmatist philosophical tradition, Stroud
argues. However, the range of scholarship
on Ambedkar over the years
demonstrates that he goes beyond
pragmatism — the pragmatist-Deweyan
interpretation articulates only one aspect
of Ambedkar’s thought. Stroud provides

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
info@patrioticias.in

Email Id

Contact Number

only a Deweyan reading of Ambedkar.
Making a Deweyan interpretation of
Ambedkar’s multifaceted activities and
intellectual engagement only gives us a
partial understanding of him and reduces
Ambedkar’s versatile radical philosophy.

In his recent book, Ambedkar’s Political
Philosophy: A Grammer of Public Life from
the Social Margin, Valerian Rodrigues
explicates the wide-ranging nature of
Ambedkar’s scholarship of political
philosophy. Rodrigues argues that John
Dewey is only one of his teachers.
Therefore, merely interpreting
Ambedkar’s thought through Dewey and
pragmatism will give only one
philosophical underpinning.

For example, one of the clauns Stroud

adaptive and diverse”. Arguably,
Ambedkar did adopt a kind of pragmatic
approach engaging with the modern state
in articulating democracy. Unfortunately,
Stroud is not interested to interpret this
through Dewey’s The Public and Its
Problem — probably because he could not
connect the arguments in the book with
Ambedkar’s experience; the way he
engages with the state with a pragmatic
approach such as negotiating with
Gandhi, other Indian leaders, and the
later Constituent Assembly debates.
Although, Stroud equates pragmatism
and social democracy, it is important to
see Ambedkar’s original emphasis of
social democracy, and not within the
pragmanst tradition.

developed is that Ambedkar

is important, but

learned from Dewey’s teachmgs, which
remained with Ambedkar for a long time,
whether it was the French Revolution or a
lecture on psychology. Further, Stroud
created a speculative story through a
book written by Nima Adlerblum,
assuming it was Ambedkar who would
attend each lecture of Dewey and
reproduce Dewey’s words and language.
Further, Stroud focuses on Ambedkar’s
western education, in which Dewey’s
influence was central.

By doing so, Stroud wishes to portray
Dewey as a permanent thinker who
shapes Ambedkar’s philosophy. This
however seems to omit the fact that
Ambedkar was a versatile reader who
explored different philosophies and
utilised social experiences and
scholarship in his activism.

Stroud rather forcefully argues that
most of the concepts and terminologies
Ambedkar used in his activism and
intellectual formulation accorded with
Dewey. But this obsession with Dewey’s
impact and pragmatism on Ambedkar
creates a limited kind of scholarship.

Pragmatism falls short
Stroud defines pragmatism as “flexible,

Website : patrioticias.in

uwdequate to annihilate caste in a
Brahmanical society. Ambedkar cited
Dewey in Annihilation of Caste, but it is
not a pragmatic text.

Stroud claims that Ambedkar learned
the “psychology of habit and custom”
from Dewey in thinking about the
psychology of caste. But how could
Stroud overlook the untouchability
encountered by Ambedkar throughout his
life — whether it is physical or
psychological?

Stroud’s articulations are lofty; it also
implicitly indicates that Ambedkar’s
originality lies in Dewey, that Ambedkar’s
scholarship and experience of caste count
for little, and that his reading of several
texts on caste seem secondary.

Stroud argues that Ambedkar’s
conversion to Buddhism was a pragmatic
approach. But Buddhism was a life-long
philosophy that Ambedkar cultivated
from his childhood; giving credit or echo
to Dewey is a misinterpretation. For
example, Ambedkar’s family were part of
the Kabir Panth, which teaches the
importance of ethics and morality.

a letter to Sharada stating, that “the only
person to whom I owe all my being is
Gautama Buddha.”

Very importantly, Rodrigues shows in
his recent book, a wide-ranging
scholarship on the “epistemic location of
Ambedkar” that includes Kabir’s legacy,
Dewey’s influence, Phule’s presence in
Ambedkar, the social and political
discourse of Bombay and India, Fabian
socialism, social democracy and so on. In
the Columbia alumni newspaper, where
Ambedkar expresses admiration for his
“great professors, John Dewey, James
Shotwell, Edwin Seligman, and James
Hervey Robinson”, Stroud only picks John
Dewey for his project of pragmatism.
Similarly, one should also explore
Ambedkar’s time in London (LSE). How
can Ambedkar’s western education only
focus on Dewey?

The Annihilation of Caste was a lifelong
project for Ambedkar’s emancipatory
politics and philosophy. The annihilation
of caste, the declaration of renouncing
Hinduism and the conversion to
Buddhism were revolutionary acts, not
merely accorded to pragmatism. They
were part of his praxis because Ambedkar
could see the limitations of the modern
state and constitutional democracy.

He found Buddhism to be an ultimate
path. His 22 vows discard the authority of
Hindu gods and goddess - it is not a
reformist act either, not even
restructuring Hindu society. Too much
reading of pragmatism into Ambedkar
suggests an American project — the same
American project yet to adequately
address the structural and perpetual
racial discrimination faced by people of
colour. Ambedkar was equally aware of
the limitations of pragmatism and the
modern state and hence caste
annihilation was his project of
emanclpauon

Further, Ambedkar read the Budht
Charitra in his early age which remained
his sole inspiration. Ambedkar also wrote
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How pragmatism is inadequate to understand Ambedkar’s
scholarship

aﬁwﬁﬁwﬁm‘ﬁ%mmﬁwmé

Pragmatism is a progressive philosophy; and therefore, thinkers like Ambedkar
become important figures in the global pluralist pragmatist philosophical
tradition. However, it is inadequate to annihilate caste in a Brahmanical society

HIFRATE U YfaRiiel a3 &; 3R 39T, sidsa I faare afie sgeard
HagRATd! gRIF® WRT § Hgeyul safey 9 oITd 8 | gTalTep, g STeIvare! Gt #
STfd o7 fa= =1 S & e eroafe @

Global Attention to Dr. B. R. Ambedkar's Scholarship

3. f. 3R, iSSP B! FPIRIRAY &I AP A=

o After several decades, Dr. B. R. Ambedkar's scholarship is gaining global attention.
% D! a1G, SN, 3. IR, SASHR BT WHIRRY P Ay e I =T 7|

e Inthe last four years, four biographies by different scholars and four scholarly books,
excluding a set of five volumes on his life and phllosophy, have been written.

forer R awf 7, faftra fagr grT aR shfaagftrai ok TR fagr grad o € € e
I Sita 3R G2 WR SeTRd Ut @St &1 He X gl 5

o Despite this, scholars from different disciplines or through interdisciplinary approaches
are still reluctant to teach or research Ambedkar’s thoughts.

U Savlg, fafta faerstt ar siafdumiia e & fagH o+t side®r & faaRl wR 2y
P UG H Hhd B &

Scott R. Stroud's Exploration of Ambedkar’s Thought

HIC IR, WIS BT HdSHY & [TaRI o1 Gl

e Scott R. Stroud's scholarship explores the intellectual relationship between John
Dewey and B. R. Ambedkar.
WhIC IR, KIS I WhIRRY Wi SY5 3R . 3R, sidsdHr & o9 difgd AdY B Al
2GR

e His last book, The Evolution of Pragmatism in India: Ambedkar, Dewey, and the
Rhetoric of Reconstruction, demonstrates the scholarship of Ambedkar and Dewey
within pragmatist thought.

It 3REs} fordte, WRa ® wATfa @1 fasr: elﬁwq% ?ﬁqﬁaﬁiﬂw
JATHR 3R T B! WIRRY B! WfasrRt far & Ht

e Initially, Stroud, as a Deweyan scholar, explored the Deweyan influence on Ambedkar’s
political philosophy to develop the theory of Ambedkar’s navayana pragmatism.
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URY #, %Te 3 U S g & U sissar & Teiifae g2 | S uvE
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His latest article titled “B. R. Ambedkar and the Evolution of Pragmatism in India”
appeared in the Economic and Political Weekly and responded to critiques, defending
his Deweyan argument.

JpT BIOIAT G “dl. 3R, FATHY 3R URA A WIfa &1 AP gh IS S
u’r%ﬁwm el & UHIRia g 3R sramsi &7 SiaTe <d §U 3% Sgfaa ad &l
a9 T

Stroud's Interpretation of Ambedkar's Political Philosophy

WIS P SASHT & ICHITAD G Pt TS

Stroud attempts to interpret Ambedkar’s political philosophy within the global
pragmatlst tradition, arguing that pragmatism is a progressive philosophy.

TS JidSHR F VoD axi %1 e Afie TR T TR 3 R e P R
PRI & UE % B g % TIAaTE Ue TfRi o’ 2

According to Stroud, thinkers like Ambedkar become important figures in the global
pluralist pragmatist phllosophlcal tradition.

WIS & IR, SdSH: oY [ar® afye fafauarardt wfaard grife wuwr o
Heeayul Bian s Siid &1

However, the range of scholarship on Ambedkar demonstrates that his thought goes
beyond pragmatism, with the pragmatist-Deweyan interpretation only articulating one
aspect of his thought.

BIclifch, SfISHY TR TICRIRIY B HH1 U &xifdll B fob 371 faaR wmifircare § el 3l &,
3R TFAaaTdl-Sgfau- SRS %ad 3% AR &1 U Ug ol o el o |

Stroud provides only a Deweyan reading of Ambedkar's thought, which gives only a
partial understanding of his multifaceted philosophy.

WIS Had ANSHR & [AaR] BT Sgfaa- VPN Udd - 5, Sl 37! dguehta g2 o
FHad 3 TH T 3|

Ambedkar's Political Philosophy Beyond Pragmatism

TRIfAdare A W fdSHR BT ISP

In his book, Ambedkar’s Political Philosophy: A Grammar of Public Life from the
Social Margin, Valerian Rodrigues expands on the wide-ranging nature of Ambedkar’s

scholarship in political philosophy.
U fohdTe, SASHR BT ISP GRI: FHIID T I AP Sia- B HATHR,

T 3R AT sfesaR &1 AoHIAS 33[ T WIRRT &1 faxgd Uefd W UH=T STad
g

Rodrigues argues that John Dewey is only one of Ambedkar’s teachers, and interpreting
Ambedkar through Dewey’s framework provides only one philosophical perspective.
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Y 3ASHR DI ARAT Had T qrRIfE DD UgH HRl 8|

Stroud’s Claims on Ambedkar’s Learning from Dewey

WIS & qd HASH P SYE A WG & IR A

One of the claims Stroud developed is that Ambedkar passionately learned from
Dewey's teachings, which remained with Ambedkar for a long time, whether it was the
French Revolution or a lecture on psychology

w%%mmﬁm@wﬁsﬂgﬁﬁr&mﬁvﬁsﬁwﬁw Sl SidSHR & U
e Y b TS, A1e 98 Wik hifd 8 a1 FfAgE IR aReH |

Stroud created a speculative story through a book written by Nima Adlerblum,
assuming it was Ambedkar who would attend each lecture of Dewey and reproduce
Dewey's words and language.

Wi A 1 TseReaH gRI ford] 18 T fohalia o 1 U U HeuATHP STl ol
W%WW%W@Qﬁ@ﬁ%WWﬁW@%&@?@%%
Ieat SR UTHT &I G: TR o Y|

Stroud focuses on Ambedkar's western education, in which Dewey’s influence was
central.

wTrE SlasdH 3t ufdadt fRram w e $igd sxd §, FoRH S8 &1 UHEa s ol

Stroud’s Portrayal of Dewey as a Permanent Thinker

WIS gRI S 3! Wil farR® & v d Rifyd s

By doing so, Stroud wishes to portray Dewey as a permanent thinker who shapes
Ambedkar’s philosophy.

Y UPR, TS <78 &) R fmR® & 0 & Rif3d o1 ared & of sidsar & a=i— &l
PR A B

This, however, seems to omit the fact that Ambedkar was a versatile reader who
explored different philosophies and utilized social experiences and scholarship in his
activism.

BTqTh, I8 39 T B ToRSICI PRl § [ SdSHI TP dgWR® UIed U g1+ faflra
mﬁ%ﬁaﬁﬁ@aﬁﬁ?&mﬁmaﬂﬁeﬁ?ﬁwmwmmﬁ
|

Stroud forcefully argues that most of the concepts and terminologies Ambedkar used
in his activism and intellectual formulation were aligned with Dewey.

wﬁﬁ%wm%%&ﬁwﬁmmaﬁ?mﬁﬁwﬁﬁﬁm
TH Y 3R Xeqradil ITANT Bt, J SIS & AR |
This obsession with Dewey’s impact and pragmatism on Ambedkar creates a limited

kind of scholarship.

%ﬂ@maﬁ%umﬁwﬁw%ﬁw%wmwﬁﬁww
|
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Stroud's Definition of Pragmatism

WIS DI WITHAdTG I gfeuTaT

Stroud defines pragmatism as “flexible, adaptive, and diverse.”

Wi “WIfAdarg” &1 “adian, 3ggd iR fafay” & wu & gRyiiid #=d 51

Arguably, Ambedkar did adopt a kind of pragmatic approach engaging with the
modern state in articulating democracy.

JUA:, STSHR A Al Bl Hdd DA T MY o I & & [Tl Th YHR Bl
fHaardt ef¥eior siu=m

However, Stroud does not attempt to interpret this through Dewey’s The Public and Its
Problem, possibly because he could not connect the arguments in the book with
Ambedkar’s experience.

BTqld, 1S I €3 P! The Public and Its Problem & T1&H ¥ SRR HR- &1 TN
T B, TTIE ZTICTY b I8 THAD & db! Bl SESH & U ¥ SIS 8] b |

The way Ambedkar engaged with the state, such as negotiating with Gandhi, other
Indian leaders, and the later Constituent Assembly debates, shows his pragmatic
approach.

O RE SieSHR A AT & WY J14 forar, S e, 3 R Adrsit & Y aradid
HAT, 3R I1E & HIIYT TUT g6t & YT A1, T8 3% WITheard) efdswior &) axifar |
Although Stroud equates pragmatism with social democracy, it is important to see
Ambedkar’s original emphasis on social democracy, and not within the pragmatist
tradition.

BT, WIS WIS &) WIHTRT® dldpdd & Sisd € I8 HeayUl ¢ i &1 e &
T IS AP IR Ok ¢, 3R 3 WfAaard Wt 7 9 39 |

Pragmatism's Inadequacy in Annihilating Caste

TRIfAAaTe &1 Siifd & 99 H31 H afed g

Pragmatism, though important, is inadequate to annihilate caste in a Brahmanical
society.

TIfidaTe, gTdifs Hew@qu! §, STRIVIaTal qHTST § Sfd &I 78 # § 30 g
Ambedkar cited Dewey in Annihilation of Caste, but it is not a pragmatic text.
SASHR A A BT I H S BT GV (B, Wfch Ig WITHaaTd! 3y 781 g
Stroud claims that Ambedkar learned the “"psychology of habit and custom” from
Dewey when thinking about the psychology of caste.

WIS F1 Hel 8 [ sasH 3 oifd & ARy & IR H Gred T Ss 3 “3Med 3R
TR ST FAIfAFT I

However, Stroud overlooks the untouchability Ambedkar encountered throughout his
life, whether physical or psychological.

BT, Wi TSP GRI SIATHR SHA P! TT5 AFAAT Bl TR SETS Hd 8, 96 I8
RN §1 A1 AR |
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Misinterpretation of Ambedkar's Conversion to Buddhism

AP &P dig YH A YA B Ted RS

Stroud argues that Ambedkar’'s conversion to Buddhism was a pragmatic approach.
TS BT el & [ 3asHR &l dtg o A efaRor v wafiraard! efdeion |

However, Buddhism was a life-long philosophy for Ambedkar that he cultivated from
his childhood.

BT, S ¥ STSHR & oL TP SHaAHR Pt g=-TIR 2 o S6i 3701t g9 ¥
SO

Giving credit or echo to Dewey for this is a misinterpretation.

Y SI3 DI 49 1 A1 UfAEfd A1 U e SIS g |

Ambedkar's family were part of the Kabir Panth, which teaches the importance of ethics
and morality.

JISHR BT URAR HER UY HT g1 o1, S Afdwar $iR TGur & Hga &1 Rramar g

Ambedkar’s Early Inspiration and Philosophical Influences

AP B URIHP UM 3R RifAE gHE

Ambedkar read the Buddha Charitra in his early age, which remained his sole
inspiration.

JTSH 7 AT URMH 3T H g TN U1, S S| THHTH U0 5 T3 |

Ambedkar also wrote a letter to Sharada stating, that “the only person to whom | owe all
my being is Gautama Buddha.”

ST A ARG DI Th A foran o 3617 Fgl, “NaH 5 f Uh AT o § 191
HRU A $ H g a8 g1

Rodrigues’ Scholarship on Ambedkar’s Epistemic Location

AT BT SdsHT & TR HE ®ITH R fagar

Rodrigues shows in his recent book a wide-ranging scholarship on the “epistemic
location of Ambedkar,” including Kabir’s legacy, Dewey's influence, Phule’s presence,
the social and political discourse of Bombay and India, Fabian socialism, and social
democracy.

AT = 37Ot BT Bt fbdTa F SfesdHR & TR i ®IT Wwwﬁwﬁ@‘s‘%
o HaR #1 ERIER, STL 1 THTd, Tl Bt SRR, ST 3R UIRe 1 T iR
oI YaTe, Bfd JHTeaTs, 3R QTHTRTS didds M ¢ |

In the Columbia alumni newspaper, Ambedkar expresses admiration for his “great
professors, John Dewey, James Shotwell, Edwin Seligman, and James Hervey
Robinson,” but Stroud only picks John Dewey for his project of pragmatism.

DIATaaT TTA THAER U T S0SH 30+ "HgH Wb, i S5, ST Jedd,
Tsfa TN, 3iR SR &4 I & Ul =T o R 8, Wb s 3
WIRYAaTg & TREISHT & T $ad ST S8 &1 &€ gd §
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Similarly, one should also explore Ambedkar’s time in London (LSE). How can
Ambedkar's western education only focus on Dewey?

3 R, fordt ) SfaSHR BT we (LSE) A IHY Ht 3=av0 -1 ANfeu | SiagHR Bt
uf3rft Rrem Fad sg8 R O Hiad 8 Gl 77

The Annihilation of Caste as Ambedkar’s Lifelong Project

I BT A AASHT P SIGAUR BT IR & =9 §

The Annihilation of Caste was a lifelong project for Ambedkar's emancipatory
politics and philosophy.

ST T IEAT SdSHR B! GApR! IeIfa 3R SRR & o U sfia R @
qfAYSTT 2

The annihilation of caste, the declaration of renouncing Hinduism, and the conversion
to Buddhism were revolutionary acts, not merely accorded to pragmatism.

St 1 e, fég o &1 T &1 g, 3R dig o § emfaror wifdet g 9, 9 {5
Had WG I g Tafafemi|

These were part of his praxis because Ambedkar could see the limitations of the
modern state and constitutional democracy.

3 IT! UTfRIT 1 T 3 ifeh siosdr enyfies wsa SR Afqenf=e didas o
Htarafi ol @ U e Ul

He found Buddhism to be an ultimate path.

I3 i ¥ sifaw At & = # fire|

His 22 vows discard the authority of Hindu gods and goddesses — it is not a reformist
act either, not even restructuring Hindu society.

I 22 iy fég daanai aﬁ?%ﬁﬁ%&@?ﬁaﬁ%‘mﬁ% Ig U JURTHS Fd
T R, 71 & g TSt ) Gifdd B B

Too much reading of pragmatism into Ambedkar suggests an American project — the
same American project yet to adequately address the structural and perpetual racial
discrimination faced by people of colour.

SSSHR T WIFAAAIG BT SITUP SHET T 3ARDT uRGIeHT 1 aifar § — Jgl
ARt g St ot I HRaHTE® SR Fad g WeHTd HT 3ferd Jamem Tg
HR UTS &, ol TINS 1A AR B! ST IS B

Ambedkar was equally aware of the limitations of pragmatism and the modern state
and hence caste annihilation was his project of emancipation.

WW%WWWﬁWﬁ@equallymﬂaﬁwm
I 39! Gfawd o1 giareT |

TOPICS COVERED (PCS Special)

1. Iran FM, Houthi envoy discuss Nimisha case / gTFT &

fadwr =t sk gl ga A FAiftr=m wrrd wR ==t
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Iran FM, Houthi envoy discuss Nimisha case

A day after meeting Jaishankar, Iran’s Araghchi says he discussed a legal way out with Abdul Salam for the former-nurse on death row in Yemen;

37-year-old Nimisha Priya from Kerala was convicted in 2020 for killing her Yemeni business partner; her family is campaigning for clemency

PCS
IGS Paper II: India in West
Asia

TUSCAT

day after meeting

External Affairs Mi-

nister S. Jaishankar
in Muscat, Iranian Foreign
Minister Abbas Araghchi
on Monday said he had
made an appeal on behalf
of Nimisha Priya, the In-
dian nurse on death row in
Yemen, with a senior
Houthi envoy.

In an interview to The
Hindu here, Mr. Araghchi,
who met Mr. Jaishankar on
the sidelines of the Indian
Ocean Conference in Mus-
cat on Sunday, said he sub-
sequently met Mohammed
Abdul Salam, special en-
voy of Ansar Allah, also
known as the Houthi group
that controls significant
parts of Yemen.

“We are hopeful. I just

spoke to Mr. Abdul Salam,
the Ansar Allah envoy, who
is here in Muscat. I told
him about this case, and he
assured me that he will try
to find a way forward,” Mr.
Araghchi said.

According to reports in
the Houthi-run Al-Masirah
TV, Mr. Araghchi and Mr.
Abdul Salam met in Muscat
on Monday for official talks
to discuss “recent regional
developments, including
the enforcement of the Ga-
za ceasefire”.

‘Assaulted for years’
The 37-year old Ms. Priya, a
former nurse from Kerala,
was convicted in 2020 for
killing her Yemeni business
partner, Talal Abdo Mahdi,
in 2017.

Her family launched an
international campaign for
clemency for Ms. Priya,

Way forward: External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar with Iranian
Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi in Muscat on Sunday. ANI

who said that she had been
assaulted and abused by
Mahdi for years. Ms. Pri-
ya’s family and other
groups also collected con-
tributions towards repara-
tions or “blood money”
which could allow her to
be pardoned by the family

of the man killed according
to the Islamic legal system.

After she was sentenced
to death by the Supreme
Court in Yemen’s capital
Sana’a this year, the Exter-
nal Affairs Ministry said the
Indian government “is pro-
viding all possible assis-

Iran FM, Houthi envoy discuss Nimisha case

O & faewr Wt o < ga A fAftr=m we wr ==t #t

A day after meeting Jaishankar, Iran’s Araghchi says he discussed a legal way out
with Abdul Salam for the former-nurse on death row in Yemen; 37-year-old
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tance in the case”. “The
matter regarding any con-
sideration towards the re-
lease of Ms. Nimisha Priya
is between the family of
the deceased and Ms. Nim-
isha Priya’s family,” the Mi-
nistry said in response to a
question by MP John Brit-
tas in the Rajya Sabha.

The response led to ac-
cusations by civil society
organisations in Kerala that
the government had
“washed its hands off the
matter”.

Diplomatic efforts
Mr. Araghchi’s comments
indicate that diplomatic ef-
forts are still ongoing in the
case, particularly given
Iran’s considerable in-
fluence over the Houthi
group in Yemen.

In January, The Hindu
had reported that a senior

Iranian official visiting Del-
hi had also assured sup-
port from Tehran to India’s
case.

Mr. Araghchi, however,
said that the case would
not be resolved unless an
alternative legal argument
could be presented before
the courts.

“It is purely a legal case,
and has nothing to do with
politics,” the Iranian Fo-
reign Minister said. “It a
case about a crime which
the lady [Ms. Priya] has un-
fortunately committed. So
they are trying to find a
way.... to another legal way
out to address this issue
and prevent her execu-
tion,” he added.

Ms. Priya is reportedly
being held at the Central
Prison in Sana’a.

(With inputs from
Kallol Bhattacherjee)
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Nimisha Priya from Kerala was convicted in 2020 for killing her Yemeni business
partner; her family is campaigning for clemency

TARIB A YAThTd &b TP a1 91 I3 & SRTI = FeT fH I g0 & Hid 3t
IS UTe qd ™ SIgd 9 & g STHL Iar e R g9i 3 dva ot 37 9ifg
farferamm frar &Y 2020 & 3= gu+ft fAe— Urd=R 1 g1 & e St sg<rar mar or;
SIPT URAR &M & g R aar e e

Diplomatic Efforts Regarding Nimisha Priya's Case

ffere frg &1 9 ik we-ifas

e A day after meeting External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar in Muscat, Iranian Foreign
Minister Abbas Araghchi on Monday said he had made an appeal on behalf of Nimisha
Priya, the Indian nurse on death row in Yemen, with a senior Houthi envoy.
~Tpe § fI3 15t s. STARieR § HollhTd & Ueb fod a1, S faesr wft
SRT = TR HI HaT b I FAfer=n frg, <t gu= & Bl Bl T W €, gﬁﬂ!@
aRg g1t ga I o B 5

e Mr. Araghchi, who met Mr. Jaishankar on the sidelines of the Indian Ocean Conference
in Muscat on Sunday, said he subsequently met Mohammed Abdul Salam, special
envoy of Ansar Allah, also known as the Houthi group that controls significant parts of
Yemen.

G SRTIHL, SrE1A IAaR ! TRepe & URNT AR TR & SR Hft

STIRIBR Y GeAThTd Bt, A Bl fob 39 d1G 3514 SHR 3T b [N gd HgWG g
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I

e "We are hopeful. | just spoke to Mr. Abdul Salam, the Ansar Allah envoy, who is here in
Muscat. | told him about this case, and he assured me that he will try to find a way
forward,” Mr. Araghchi said.
"mm%lﬁaﬁmﬁwmw$@m e ¥ 91
FT| T 3% 3T A & IR H T, 3R I @me%%ﬁaﬁmm
gedl” off SRTE= A FE

e According to reports in the Houthi-run Al-Masirah TV, Mr. Araghchi and Mr. Abdul
Salam met in Muscat on Monday for official talks to discuss “recent regional
developments, including the enforcement of the Gaza ceasefire.”

g1l GRT T Srd-FRART At & SrIuR, ot SRTE=R 3R ot Sfegd T 3 THIAR &
e § aMfererTier aral & forg garera ot s -giferan esftg gererdl, foraw e
Tadfar™ &t guTdt fraraga” R =9af &t 15|

Nimisha Priya’s Case and Campaign for Clemency
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The 37-year-old Ms. Priya, a former nurse from Kerala, was convicted in 2020 for killing

her Yemeni business partner, Talal Abdo Mahdi, in 2017.

37 quifa sfiueit fir, S &va o1 gd 71 §, 31 2020 H 2017 H 30 I+t AATITRSG
AEER, ATaTd 3fegd WEl 3! 5T H=A & fod aIv S 1|

Her family launched an international campaign for clemency for Ms. Priya, who said
that she had been assaulted and abused by Mahdi for years.

I URER 3 et {0 & forg sfarfshar siftrar &= foba, o1 et o 98 W dl g
auf de gHT 3R 9T foar |

Ms. Priya’s family and other groups also collected contributions towards reparations or
"blood money” which could allow her to be pardoned by the family of the man killed
according to the Islamic legal system.

e g & IRaR SR 3 T = Gmaelt a1 "G 1 F4r o1 fava, ford St
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After she was sentenced to death by the Supreme Court in Yemen's capital Sana’a this
year, the External Affairs Ministry said the Indian government “is providing all possible
assistance in the case.”

U Y IO $I AU T T S5 WA BIE GRT B DI Foll AT o & 916, fagzr
HATETT A g fob HRCAG TRBR “HIHe H T} GHTIAT FeTIdT Ua PR 381 51

The Ministry said in response to a question by MP John Brittas in the Rajya Sabha that
the matter regarding any consideration towards the release of Ms. Nimisha Priya is
between the family of the deceased and Ms. Nimisha Priya’s family.

TSIRIHT § i 911 fore™T gR1 U 7T 9dTd o Sid1d § HA1erd A $al fos diaat i
g o1 RerE & daR B3 o foaR 9% 3R Yo & IRaR & offd &1 AW g

The response led to accusations by civil society organisations in Kerala that the
government had “washed its hands off the matter.”

Y 919 T Hd | Rfad T8l a1 gRT I8 3RIY & 141 fh ReR 7 39 AHd
J "3 g1y & ferw &1

Ongoing Diplomatic Efforts in Nimisha Priya’s Case

frferen g & ava ¥ 9 geifae v

Mr. Araghchi’'s comments indicate that diplomatic efforts are still ongoing in the case,
particularly given Iran’s considerable influence over the Houthi group in Yemen.

off aRTE Bt fewforT 39 91 &1 dohd <ol § b Ama & ge-ifae warg snf of ot €,
ORIy =9 9 33 &1 2t I R v uHe 89 & SR

In January, The Hindu had reported that a senior Iranian official visiting Delhi had also
assured support from Tehran to India’s case.

SRt B, g fég A RuIc faan o fos faeett am R o U aRy S SifeR) 3 YR &
A H de W wHd $1 Syra faar Ul

Mr. Araghchi, however, said that the case would not be resolved unless an alternative
legal argument could be presented before the courts.
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e "ltis purely a legal case, and has nothing to do with politics,” the Iranian Foreign

Minister said.

"8 TR dRE T U DI AT 8, 3R 3BT IoHITG I B8 Tae Tal 8, 331 fager =it

= T

e "ltis a case about a crime which the lady [Ms. Priya] has unfortunately committed. So
they are trying to find a way... to another legal way out to address this issue and prevent

her execution,” he added.

"8 U SURTY &1 AT ¢ ford sftmreht (o = gufaawr fasan 1 3Ufeie 3 Ues IRl gent
BT B R ... Th 3R BT I7T DR 9 T2, B 8 51 S Gob 3R FTh1 it
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e Ms. Priya is reportedly being held at the Central Prison in Sana‘a.
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Javelin gold for Navdeep with a heave of 39.93m
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Winning throw: Navdeep in action during the men’s javelin F41 event on Tuesday. B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

PARA ATHLETICS

Sports Bureau
CHENNAI

Haryana’s Navdeep Singh
won the men’s s javelin F41
gold on the opening day of
the National para athletics
championships, heaving
the spear to a distance of
39.93m on Tuesday.

Lakshya Choudhary of
Uttar Pradesh was second
(34.2lm) while Ritender
(Delhi) was third (32.93m).

The 24-year-old Paris
Paralympics gold medal-
list, however, expressed
disappointment at not be-
ing at his best but said it’sa
nice feeling to take part in
the Nationals.

“My target was someth-
ing else. I wanted to touch
40m, but it is OK as I ha-
ven’t been training of late,”

Javelin gold for Navdeep with a heave of 39.93m

919 A 39.93 HieT HTAT BhH WU YSP Sitdl

said Navdeep.

Two other Paris Para-
lympics medallists, Nishad
Kumar and Praveen Ku-
mar, won gold in men’s
high jump. Representing
UP, Praveen measured
1.86m in T64 -category
while Nishad of Himachal
Pradesh cleared 2m in T47.

The results (winners only):
Men: 100m: T35: Abhishek
Babasa Jadhav (Mah) 13.92s;
T13: Chaitanya Vijay Pathak
(Mah) 11.76s. 1500m: T11:
Sukhdev (CG) 4:42.20s; T12: M. S.
Sharath (Kar) 4:10.40s; T13:
Rajesh Yadav (Raj) 4:18.90s;
javelin throw: F12: Ishwar
Rampal Tak (Mah) 56.33m; F40:
Ravi Rongali (AP) 35.11m; F13:
Manjeet (Har) 56.29m. F41:
Navdeep Singh (Har) 39.93m.
Women: 100m: T44 [ 62/ 64:
Seema Gurjar (Raj) 17.32s. Shot
put: F 36 / 37: Lakshmi (Har)
7.94m; F35: Avani (Har) 4.86m;
F40: Akutai Sitaram Ulbhagat
(Mah) 5.85m.
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Haryana’'s Navdeep Singh Wins Gold in Javelin at National Para Athletics Championships

SRATON & T Rig 4 TP IRTeaTRRT ARG & WTeT B § s s

Navdeep Singh of Haryana won the men'’s javelin F41 gold on the opening day of the
National Para Athletics Championships, throwing the spear to a distance of 39.93m
on Tuesday.

=GR % a4y Rig = It Wieafesd TR F Igure e IR geul & Hrem
%P F41 Tes ST, 3R HAAR S UTeT 39.93 Wier &I gl db Bl |
Lakshya Choudhary of Uttar Pradesh was second with a throw of 34.21m, while
Ritender from Delhi finished third with a throw of 32.93m.
IR TR & AT AR 7 34.21 Wex & g8 & 1 g1 R Wi fova, Saifes feeeht &
¥ds 7 32.93 iex & g & A1y ARRT RIH U |

The 24-year-old Paris Paralympics gold medallist expressed disappointment at not
being at his best, but said it's a nice feeling to take part in the Nationals.

24 qify IR WTeifie TMies Uga fawiar 3 Sio-T 45d1 IR SRy e b, dfds et
fob ST TITARAT F HRT AT 31T SfgHd &

"My target was something else. | wanted to touch 40m, but it is OK as | haven't been
training of late,” said Navdeep.

"IRT A& & 3R T & 40 Hrex I Uga1 argd o, Af His a1d a1, Fifes Fgra & &
YIRI&OT 161 o g7 1,” AaGIY = 6T |

Paris Paralympics Medallists Shine in High Jump

WA Ue® fasidr 818 o & I9&

Two other Paris Paralympics medallists, Nishad Kumar and Praveen Kumar, won gold
in men’s high jump.

& o Ui IRTeifUe Uee fastar, fARme $aR SR wdivr $UR A gl & §1s o &
Tites St

Representing UP, Praveen cleared 1.86m in the T64 category, while Nishad of
Himachal Pradesh cleared 2m in the T47 category.

JTR U™ HI UG Hd §T, UdIor - T64 A0it T 1.86 Hiex &1 1S UR &1, Sl
feuTaa weRr & =g A 147 9ft & 2 iex o S IR B
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Paralympic medallist Mariyappan
to sport a blade soon

[PCS

K. Keerthivasan
CHENNAI

Triple Paralympic medal-
list high jumper Mariyap-
pan Thangavelu hopes to
perform as well as he has
done in the past when he
attaches a blade to his right
leg in the coming weeks.

The 29-year-old, who
won bronze at the Paris Pa-
ralympics, is planning to
undergo surgery, most
likely in Bengaluru, in the
coming weeks to be ready
for the World Para Cham-
pionships scheduled in
New Delhi from September
26 to October 5.

Due to the impending
surgery, Mariyappan is not
participating in the ongo-
ing National Para Athletics
Championships here and
will also miss the World Pa-

Mariyappan. REUTERS

ra Athletics GP from March
11 to 13 in New Delhi.

“I am confident that the
National Para Athletics
Championships will help
athletes from Tamil Nadu,
especially those from the
villages. I also believe that
the blade will improve my
jump,” said Mariyappan on
Tuesday. His coach, Sath-
yanarayana, said that with

the blade, his ward will
move from category T42 to
T64 (blade inserted below
the knee). He emphasised
that using a blade is a shift
in strategy and is confident
that it will help Mariyap-
pan win gold at the Worlds.
“I have been advising
him to use a blade since
2017, but only now has he
become convinced. Cur-
rently, there are only two
high jumpers with blades,
and both are from the
USA,” said Sathyanaraya-
na, who is the head coach
of the National Para team.
“Mariyappan has explo-
sive power in his leg, and
with a blade, he can
achieve even more. Since
he will be over 30 at the
2028 Los Angeles Paralym-
pics, this will benefit him,”
added Sathyanarayana.

Paralympic medallist
Mariyappan to sport a
blade soon

WReifie U fasar
ﬁgwﬁwﬂ oG Bl U

Triple Paralympic Medallist
Mariyappan Thangavelu to
Undergo Surgery for Blade
Attachment

Reue IRTeifee e fd

ARIWA 4TTaq =iS Se & g

Holdt FRIC

. Mariyappan Thangavelu,
the triple Paralympic medallist
high jumper, hopes to perform as
well as he has in the past when he
attaches a blade to his right leg in
the coming weeks.

~feud IReifie e faoldr 81 SR AW 47maq I=e &ed § f 98 99 ugd
UG HRd 9, 391 81 UG B Ofd 98 3 aTe gl H U arfe i H &S She |
o The 29-year-old, who won bronze at the Paris Paralympics, is planning to undergo
surgery in Bengaluru in the coming weeks to be ready for the World Para
Championships scheduled in New Delhi from September 26 to October 5.

29 quty, fSrgi= AR RTeifuey & e Sid 3,

AT | 3 aTel gl | Folsl HRA Bt
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e Due to the impending surgery, Mariyappan is not participating in the ongoing National
Para Athletics Championships and will miss the World Para Athletics GP from March
11 to 13 in New Delhi.
STTHY FoRT & HRYT, AW e 351 BT RTydfead Aa=mg § 4T 781 d 36 §
IR TE 11 R 13 T 7 ¢ freeht A 91 aTeh o IRreraifea st 1 < fore e

e "l am confident that the National Para Athletics Championships will help athletes from
Tamil Nadu, especially those from the villages. | also believe that the blade will improve
my jump,” said Marly pan on Tuesday

a@rﬁ%rrﬂ =R aftrerg & Reafsal, TR Tal @ om
@aﬁﬁﬁwﬁﬂq@%ﬁﬁm%%@sﬂ%@ﬁgu@ﬁwm
ARWA 3 HAaR &) Hg

e His coach, Sathyanarayana, said that with the blade, Mariyappan will move from
category T42 to T64 (blade inserted below the knee). He is confident that it will help

Mariyappan win gold at the World Para Championships.

3J1d Bl GA-IRTAUT A Hgl b &S & 1Y, ARG 9oft T42 9 T64 (RIS oA & A
STl ) H RIFETIRT 81 S| 3 fayr  fob 398 ARwE ) acs WRiyafer
AR § Mes siad d Aag et

e "l have been advising him to use a blade since 2017, but only now has he become
convinced. Currently, there are only two high jumpers with blades, and both are from the
USA," said Sathyanarayana, the head coach of the National Para team.
H IT 2017 Y RAS IXAATT HIA I TMIg & 6T U1, Al 3fd SThR I8 fI41 HR UL &l
I H Pacl Gl 8T8 oY g [ UN IS g, 3R Gl USA ¥ §,” He-RTgUl A &gl Sl
A=A Ry A F T F g

e "Mariyappan has explosive power in his leg, and with a blade, he can achieve even
more. Since he will be over 30 at the 2028 Los Angeles Paralympics, this will benefit
him," added Sathyanarayana.

"HRIGWH &1 2T H faehles died g, 3R <is & 1Y I8 3R i rer g1 o= Iahd B
mzozsmmmﬁsoéwﬁﬁqﬁﬁwuwﬁm
|
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SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

I am keen on doing well in

the elite events too

After a stellar run in 2024, Gulveer has begun the new season well and looks to sustain the momentum as he dwells on the importance of training and the road ahead

INTERVIEW
GULVEER SINGH
Y.B. Sarangi

ulveer Singh, who hit the

headlines Last year by breaking

the National records in 5000m
and 10000m twice each and broke
more than a decade old 3000m indoor
record in his 2025 season-opener in
Baston, is delighted with the
improvement he has shown in the last
one year.

sear-old Armyman, a bronze
Games (10,000m) and Asian
championships (5,000m) in 2023, first
broke his coach Surendra Singh's
16-year-old National record to be the
first Indian to record a sub-28 minute
time (27:41.81) over 10,000m in The
Ten event at San Juan Capistrano, the
USA, in March last and improved it
further (28:14.88) in the Hachioji Long
Distance event in Japan in November.
Over 5000m, Gulveer docked
:18.92 in the Portland Track Festival,
USA, in June before lowering it to
13:11.82 in the Yogibo Athletics
Challenge Cup in Japan in September.

‘The runner from Aligarh district in
western Uttar Pradesh closed 2024 on
a high as he emerged as the best
Indian male runner, with a time of
1:14:10 for an overall eighth place, at
the Tata Steel Kolkata World 25K in
December.

The distance runner clocked 7:
to finish second in the 3000m at the
2025 Boston University David Hemery
Valentine Invitational Indoor Meet last
week 1o begin the new season in style.
‘The previous National record of
7:49.47 was clocked in 2008 by his
coach Surendar Singh.

“Iam elated to have clocked a good
time in my season’s first indoor race, A
good performance over 3000m
(indoor) has given a big boost to my
confidence. I should be able to do
better during upcaming outdoor
races, sulveer.

With important events, such as the
World and Asia: ics
championships, scheduled this year,
Gulveer is eager 1o raise his
performance a few notches in 2025,

Gulveer spoke to The Hindu about
his recent memorable performances
and his targets ahead.

26

You have constantly improved in
the last one year or so. What s the
reason for this? How do you see
this?

The Athletics Federation of India (AFD)
sent me abroad. The Sports Authority

Pes — ]

SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHIAP

of India (SAI) and the Target Olympic
Podium Scheme (TOPS) also supported
me in this. Initially, I was in the
national camp.

We had coach Yunus Khan, who
gave us good training. | went to the
USA. I got another good coach in Scott
Simon. After training there, I made
good improvement.

Training parters play an important
role. A long distance athlete can never
train alone. For example, a 100 meter
person can do it alone, but a long
distance athlete can't do it

Have you done anything special to
improve your performance?

The most important thing is training. It
depends on the coach. We have to
follow his schedule. We don't do
anything on our own. We follow the

Address : 3rd Floor,

Email Id :

schedule. There was a 10000 race in
the USA in March. The USA coach
planned it well and 1 broke the 10000
National record. Wherever we
competed in the USA I did well. Then I
broke the National record for 5000 in
Portland. The cut-off for Paris was
13:05 and mine was 13:18, However, in
September, 1lowered it to 13:11 in
Japan.

What do you do to break the
National record again and again?

It depends on the training programme
and how the body responds at the time
of a competition. For example, in the
USA I did 13:18 and | used to train at a
certain intensity. Later, the coach
increased the intensity of training after
watching how the body responded. So
whatever changes he makes, we just
follow it

0f 10000m and 5000m, which one is
your favourite event?

1like both and by the grace of God 1 am
doing well in both the races.

‘Who is your role model?

Neeraj (Chopra) bhai sahab is my role model.
He has made India proud. In my events, my
training partner Kartik Kumar is my role
‘madel. | cannot express why. We stay
together and train together. We are like
brothers.

Tell us more about your bonding with
Kartik.

wie plan for a competition and decide what
to do and what not to do. We don't treat one

SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

How do you feel about winning the
10,000m race in Japan with a
National record?

1t was a good race. | think of impraving
slowly and competing with the top
athletes.

‘What are your targets now?

My next target is to win the gold medal
in the Asian championships (May 27:31
in Gumi, South Korea) and qualify for
the World championships (September
1321, Tokyo).

I can qu: irectly by doing 27:00.
My target s to qualify directly (and not
through rankings). I am also eyeing to
make it in the 5000m, in which the
qualifying mark is 13

1t's less than the Olympics qualifying
mark of 13:05. There is enough time in
hand.

another as comp , we are like brothers.
Any role model at the world level?

Yes, (Olympic and World champion in
10,000m) world record holder Jason
Cheptegei, who won the Delhi halfmarathon
this year.

Iwas thinking of giving him a chase there
but | went to the Asian Cross Country
Championships in Hong Kong.

How does participation in road races
help you in your main events on the
track?

Road races improve one's endurance. Once
your endurance improves, you can work on
speed closer to an event, say about a month

. We carry the endurance of road races
into the track competitions.

Are you also keen on competing in the
2028 Olympics?

Yes. I have more than three years left. I will
g0 step by step and will do my best. I enjoy
running with the top athletes and giving
them competition.

Before that, the Commonwealth Games
and Asian Games are there in 2026.

Yes, 1 am keen on doing well in these clite
events as well. As a country we should
improve our performances in these
prestigious events.

You were blessed with a daughter last
year and have a son as well. Does your
son understand what you do and do you
‘want him to be a professional runner?

My son is just four years old. He watches my
performance on TV, but does not understand
much. My wife tries to make him understand
what 1do. I will teach my children how to
run as it is necessary for everyone. But it is
very hard (to pursue running as a
professional). | want them to study well and
do something other than running, Itis a very
difficult job.
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I am keen on doing well in the elite events too
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After a stellar run in 2024, Gulveer has begun the new season well and looks to
sustain the momentum ashe dwells on the importance of training and the road
ahead

2024 ® SR USRI & 916, AR 7 ¢ I3 &1 3=S) Yo3ATd $i 8 3R 98 39 7
] T 3G ATEe & TP a8 UiRNE0T & Weed 3R 3M &Y I8 W fIaR et §

Gulveer Singh's Impressive 2025 Season Start and Record-Breaking Achievements

TTadR Rig B guTa=melt 2025 Hio| Ft YT 3R Re1s-drs Iuatemr

e Gulveer Singh, who hit the headlines last year by breaking the National records in
5000m and 10000m twice each, and broke a more than a decade-old 3000m indoor
record in his 2025 season-opener in Boston, is delighted with the improvement he has
shown in the last one year.

TedR Rig, g U a1et 5000 e 3R 10000 Hex & T RIS 1 & IR IS,
3R 2025 o & IguTe-T & gived § ¢ ITd YRTET 3000 Hicr SR R#is dier, a8
el Top |rer H 3@y U YUR ¥ 95d QR § |

e The 26-year-old Armyman, a bronze medallist in the Hangzhou Asian Games
(10,000m) and Asian championships (5,000m) in 2023, first broke his coach Surendra
Singh’s 16-year-old National record to be the first Indian to record a sub-28-minute
time (27:41.81) over 10,000m in The Ten event at San Juan Capistrano, the USA, in
March last year.

26 g STHTEA, S gRTEIS TRMETS |l (10,000 HWew) ¢k wRrars Aft@=fR (5000
Hiex) H 2023 H S UGS fdoidl 38 &, U6 310 Die i Rig o1 16 Ael AT AT
f¥pis disar 10,000 Hiez © 28 e ¥ $H WY (27:41.81) FT Rl 99 add Ugd
YRATT &9, ST A F31 iU & smfveT & urf & gan|

e Heimproved it further (28:14.88) in the Hachioji Long Distance event in Japan in
November.
I Y SR 95 fodT (28:14.88) WU H e H gIfrdleit Ar=1 f$¥¢d gde #|

e Over 5000m, Gulveer clocked 13:18.92 in the Portland Track Festival, the USA, in
June before lowering it to 13:11.82 in the Yogibo Athletics Challenge Cup in Japan in
September.

5000 HeX & AR 7 13:18.92 &1 Ty NIdA's ¢ ieead, smfeT o o A o for,
i 39 13:11.82 T Tcr AiffTel Tyafes dd Hu & S  Ryder 7

e The runner from Aligarh district in western Uttar Pradesh closed 2024 on a high as he
emerged as the best Indian male runner, with a time of 1:14:10 for an overall eighth
place, at the Tata Steel Kolkata World 25K in December.
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Qi TR UG & 3fetivTg foret T 3 dTet Uraes + 2024 1 U I RIH TR GHG
foT, Sie 98 eTel Wi Siadral des 25K H fadaR # 1:14:10 &1 907 AR T4y
HRATT JBY 419 5 3R 3MT3d I R 3|

The distance runner clocked 7:38.26 to finish second in the 3000m at the 2025 Boston
University David Hemery Valentine Invitational Indoor Meet last week to begin the
new season in style.

3 419 7 7:38.26 T IHY foram 3R 3000 Hiew H IR RIF W g, 2025 Foston
fayfaeme Sfas 38& dders sagesHa SR Hie # s Iwmk, el S%iA U
iol 1 AMER FH3Td B |

The previous National record of 7:49.47 was clocked in 2008 by his coach Surender
Singh.

foeser g Repls 7:49.47 U1, 18 2008 H 37 SId Gig R - 5-mm U1l

"l am elated to have clocked a good time in my season's first indoor race. A good
performance over 3000m (indoor) has given a big boost to my confidence. | should be
able to do better during upcoming outdoor races," said Gulveer.

"I G=N © T T Sruet TfioH &1 ugcll S8R X9 H 33T 99T a9 f&a1| 3000 Hiew ESR)
o 37T UeRi IR SMEfayT &) 9gd derdl fean 81 g2t Swfie § fob & st aredt Xt o
3R 9ER FR TG, AR - Hal|

With important events, such as the World and Asian athletics championships,
scheduled this year, Gulveer is eager to raise his performance a few notches in 2025.

39 I & R Heayul sdey, S fay ik uirag vydfeey aftaafm, Fuffa s &
1Y, TR 304 Te=H B 2025  $3 3R Azl dF g6 & ol IR & |

Gulveer spoke to The Hindu about his recent memorable performances and his targets
ahead.

AR A g &g I S0 510 &1 AR UG SR ST A& & IR § o1 B |

You have constantly improved in the last one year or so. What is the reason for this? How
do you see this?

3T FUSd TP T § AR JUR F 8 € | DT HRUT T 32 MY 38 Y ¢Td 82

The Athletics Federation of India (AFI) sent me abroad. The Sports Authority of India
(SAI) and the Target Olympic Podium Scheme (TOPS) also supported me in this.
Initially, | was in the national camp.

TYATTRT B ITH AT (AFI) = T3 fae=T U | TidT UTReT 3w fear (sAl)
3R TRAIE Sicifue® Uifsan w@ia (Tops) 7 1 53U 7%} Hee 1 | oerma |, # gk
RifaR & ol

We had coach Yunus Khan, who gave us good training. | went to the USA. | got another
good coach in Scott Simon. After training there, | made good improvement.

AR U &9 g9 @ 3, 87 89 srea1 ufieror fean| fohr #7 riifent o ufieror foran
3R g3 TS 3R 35T HId Wic FaHI= fHaT| a8l Uiiefu & i 84 3/ JuR fohar|

Training partners play an important role. A long distance athlete can never train alone.
For example, a 100 meter person can do it alone, but a long-distance athlete can't do it.
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T | IeT8RUT & oL, Th 100 HieR UTad 3l TR Ul &, Qi U dal gul &l LT
T TE R G|

Have you done anything special to improve your performance?

T 39 379 U&= B G- F e oo fagy fear g2

e The most important thing is training. It depends on the coach. We have to follow his
schedule. We don't do anything on our own. We follow the schedule.
T AU a1 ¢ UiRIEur| I8 g IR R FRa1 51 8 ST BRiGHH T HRA1 gidl
2189 @ ot ou= Hoff ¥ 718} oxd, 89 31 HRIHH BT UTe HRd g |

e There was a 10000 race in the USA in March. The USA coach planned it well and |
broke the 10000 National record.
AT T 3RS § U 10000 Hiex ¥ Y| 3RS & B9 A 34 3] TRe I Aol §15
3R # 10000 Hiex I repts e

e Wherever we competed in the USA, | did well. Then | broke the National record for
5000 in Portland.
oret 4 g1 ST 7 ufaegyf wrd ¥, §9 orwsT uaRH faar| i 37 widds o 5000 Hiex
ST P Repls sl

e The cut-off for Paris was 13:05 and mine was 13:18. However, in September, | lowered
it to 13:11 in Japan.
IR & 7T BTe- 31w T 13:05 AT SR TR1 G0 13:18 UT| gTaiiios, Rydax & 87 39
STATE H 13:11 T Ul

What do you do to break the National record again and again?

3T SR-R T R et Ry 71 2 &2

e It depends on the training programme and how the body responds at the time of a
competition.
g5 UTRI&0T HrishH SR ufaeef & T IR & vffear R R axar g

e Forexample, in the USA | did 13:18 and | used to train at a certain intensity. Later, the
coach increased the intensity of training after watching how the body responded.

IR0 & forw, ST & 57 13:18 &1 IHY 7 fhar 3R A7 tep Afya digdt R ufremr
foran| s1g & S A IRR P UfAfshar & AR UiRIE B digdT S¢1 41|

e So whatever changes he makes, we just follow it.

ot St +ff aRac 98 HRd §, TH T8 Y SR B 5

How do you feel about winning the 10,000m race in Japan with a National record?

SITaT # AP ReiS & AT 10,000 Hiex Y SfidA & IR H 3MUD! HHT HeqH g2

e It was a good race. | think of improving slowly and competing with the top athletes.

T T 331 X ot | & efR-efR Gura ok 2 wyciie! § ufergef #v- & aR & I g
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What are your targets now?

3MUSP TIH A&T T &2

e My next target is to win the gold medal in the Asian championships (May 27-31 in
Gumi, South Korea) and qualify for the World championships (September 13-21,
Tokyo).

TRT ST e TRTATS AR (27-31 U3 &1 I, gféror SR o ol uge S
IR fay AR (13-21 RydeR, ) & o erefiers w15l

e | can qualify directly by doing 27:00. My target is to qualify directly (and not through

rankings).
o 27:00 HRF Y HIHTS HR THdl § | TIRT AT WY HIBTS HRAT § (b1 80 |
e | am also eyeing to make it in the 5000m, in which the qualifying mark is 13:01. It's less

than the Olympics qualifying mark of 13:05. There is enough time in hand.
T 5000 Hex T ft BINHIS B DI A1 91 38T §, ST SIciwr A1 13:01 81 T8
3T SIABTST A1F 13:05 I HH ¢ | 9079 T 5|

Of 10000m and 5000m, which one is your favourite event?

10000 Hiex 3R 5000 Hex & |, B AT TYGT THIIGT TAC 22

e | like both and by the grace of God | am doing well in both the races.

o GF UNE IR WA &1 U1 o H ST 391 B 3757 R 8T §

Who is your role model?

3TUHT TS B 82

e Neeraj (Chopra) bhai sahab is my role model. He has made India proud. In my events,
my training partner Kartik Kumar is my role model.
R (@usT) 12 Tee W e § 1 SR YRA B 7T Hegy SR 8| R deq H, W
TfReror Tt Pifde AR W 3Mexf T

e | cannot express why. We stay together and train together. We are like brothers.

% U5 4} Bedl § I8 7! a1 GobdT| 8 1Y I6d & 3R 1Y Uie0r Hd & 1 81 HTS oY &

Tell us more about your bonding with Kartik.

Y PP & ATY 3MIP Nd F IR & 3R ag|

e We plan for a competition and decide what to do and what not to do. We don't treat
one another as competitors, we are like brothers.

BH T Ufaaifiar & foIe I §91d 8 3R 09 3Rd § fob o1 -1 § 3R o 781 AT 3
T US-g¥R &I Ufaant 78t 7md, g9 UTS o €

Any role model at the world level?

TT IS f9Y TR W e &2
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e Yes, (Olympic and World champion in 10,000m) world record holder Jason Cheptegei,
who won the Delhi half-marathon this year.

&1, (10,000 Hiex & 3fieif® SR fay dfvam) fay RP1s uR® v dwmg, s 39
Iy feeet gT%- AU S|
e | was thinking of giving him a chase there but | went to the Asian Cross Country

Championships in Hong Kong.
o gt I UIsT S & IR A T 387 U, Qe H gRTepiT o TR w1y et

=R & )

How does participation in road races help you in your main events on the track?

TSP B 3G # URT A1 A TP W 3P YT 3y H HA Hag fHad! 32

e Road races improve one’s endurance. Once your endurance improves, you can work on
speed closer to an event, say about a month to go. We carry the endurance of road races
into the track competitions.

TSP ¥ [P ot Tg-I=Ifad B! dgdR ST | Uh IR 5Id 3MUeh| Yg-I=Ifad ¢ il @, dl
3T 3dc & PHRIF T TR HH B Ibhd 8, oY TP HelH Ugd | §H TS 341 Pl Jeaifad
oI ¢ ufaaifiaret & @ g

Are you also keen on competing in the 2028 Olympics?

T 319 2028 3Nfe & gfagef #1 & fore I« 22

e Yes. | have more than three years left. | will go step by step and will do my best. | enjoy
running with the top athletes and giving them competition.

&1 TR o i e § Sife THa 5| H HaH TR HEH S SR SO T HIFRIT |
3 = wyehtel & Ty SreAn oiR 3= ufaegyf 4T st T 3

o Before that, the Commonwealth Games and Asian Games are there in 2026.
ITY Usd, BIAIa TR 3R TRATE |d 2026 A |

e Yes, | am keen on doing well in these elite events as well. As a country we should
improve our performances in these prestigious events.

&1, & 37 U 3dcg & ot 3T B & U SR B | U ax & wU  gd g9 ufaffd
3dcg H 39 UexH B YRAT T1fRT|

You were blessed with a daughter last year and have a son as well. Does your son
understand what you do and do you want him to be a professional runner?

3T fUsd Ire ver 38 &1 smxfiate frar sik wer et it 81 = syt der gwsar & f&
3TY T HIA & 3NR T 3T IY TP URaR YTaeh g1 A8 d 82

e My son is just four years old. He watches my performance on TV, but does not
understand much. My wife tries to make him understand what | do.

RT ST Rt IR 91d &1 31 98 A-) UG ol Al IR <@l §, dfhT wa1eT Tl IHerar| 3t
Ut 3 T8 THIH BT BRI HRc! § [ H o1 S §
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e | will teach my children how to run as it is necessary for everyone. But it is very hard (to
pursue running as a professional). | want them to study well and do something other

than running. It is a very difficult job.

H 30§ Bl SIeA BT AT RIATST i I8 &R [l & o snawaes g1 df a8
950 B3 § (Th UAR Y1adh & U B G1e~ & 3T Fern | & argar g i 3 3t ugrs &
3R SIS & ATl $B 3R DY | T8 9gd Hid- B g
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