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Uttarakhand to tell HC why it sought
personal details to register live-in ties

[GS Paper I: Society

Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

The Uttarakhand govern-
ment told the High Court
on Friday that it would
soon file an affidavit ex-
plaining why it sought de-
tails such as Aadhaar and
information on previous
relationships for registra-
tion of live-in couples un-
der the Uniform Civil Code
(UCC), which was rolled
out recently in the State.

There was a purpose be-
hind seeking such informa-
tion, the State government
said, adding that its aim
was not to record anyone’s
personal details.

The government sub-
mission came in a petition
filed in the HC by a person
named Samarth Anirudd-

February 27 is

the last date for
live-in couples in

the State to complete
their mandatory
registration

ha Bhagwat challenging
the mandatory registration
of live-in relationships un-
der the UCC. The petition
also challenged Form 3 of
the UCC that sought infor-
mation on the couple’s pre-
vious relationships/live-in
partners, decree of di-
vorce, etc., as well as their
Aadhaar-based details.
Speaking in the court of
Chief Justice G. Narendar
and Justice Ashish Naitha-
ni, Solicitor-General Tush-
ar Mehta, appearing for

both Uttarakhand and the
Union government, said he
would file an affidavit ex-
plaining why such details
were sought.

“I will look into it and
file an affidavit showing the
relevance... the purpose is
different. We don’t want
any personal or private de-
tails to be recorded. I will
ensure that happens to
your lordships’ judicial sa-
tisfaction,” Mr. Mehta sub-
mitted orally in the court.

The Solicitor-General al-
so assured the petitioner’s
lawyer, senior advocate Ra-
ju Ramachandran, that he
“need not worry about
fairness in details” as he
was before the court.

Mr. Ramachandran in-
formed the court that Fe-
bruary 27 is a crucial date

for live-in couples in Utta-
rakhand as that was the
last date for their mandato-
Ty registration.

The UCC came into ef-
fect on January 27 and cou-
ples had been given one
month for registration.

He also questioned the
relevance behind collect-
ing details of previous rela-
tions and Aadhaar infor-
mation that contained
biometrics.

The High Court had ear-
lier sought a reply from the
State and the Centre on
this petition. The court al-
so issued a notice on
another plea filed by Razia
Baig, a member of the All
India Muslim Personal Law
Board, who challenged the
UCC on the grounds that it
was against the Sharia law.

Uttarakhand to Tell HC Why It Sought Personal Details to
Register Live-In Ties

3UES IEPIE H a4 & forg-g7 T4l & golieor & faw
SqTFAId SATPRI FAT AR TS

The Uttarakhand government informed the High Court that it would
soon file an affidavit explaining why Aadhaar details and information
on previous relationships were required for the registration of live-in
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couples under the Uniform Civil Code (UCC).
IWES TWFR A 3od AT P GAd 6 & a8 Seg & &

FABATAT alile FH, forwsr I8 Tose fFar s & gfawet e
H18 (UCC) & dgd fag-aa el & gsiievor & forw 3mur favor ik
Aol Neat i F=ey Fat 7N 7]

e The government stated that there was a specific purpose behind seeking this
information and that the intention was not to record anyone’s personal details.

WHR o Fl b 30 ATFR F AR & NF v {FAT 35827 97 397 fnelt Hr
AT ATAFHY Gof FI FT FE ST AT AT|

Legal Challenge to Live-In Registration

fg-ge1 gSlior Y AFT FreEAr gald

e The petition was filed by Samarth Aniruddha Bhagwat, challenging the mandatory
registration of live-in relationships under the UCC.

TAY fAvey e AT gRR ARH # UCC & dgd faa-ga waal & arfaard
gStieeor et & s

e The petition also challenged Form 3 of the UCC, which asks for details on previous
relationships, divorce decrees, and Aadhaar-based biometrics.

st H UCC & Wit 3 &1 ot gt & 18, Sraet Ao wawl, qoms & faoiy ik
IR & 3 TAARFH A AAHRT AN T
e Solicitor-General Tushar Mehta, appearing for the Uttarakhand and Union

governments, assured the court that he would file an affidavit explaining the
relevance of the details required.

Fifafier FeRer qUR Agar, S sa@s IR Fg TRl F gfafafdca st @ 9.7
AT Y RIS AT F 98 gTPATHT SRIX FT 5 Ao 1 yrHfFar Tase
H4|

Registration Deadline and UCC Implementation

gSiteor @1 FHT AT 3R UCe am e A Reufa

o Petitioner’s lawyer, Raju Ramachandran, informed the court that February 27 is a
crucial deadline for live-in couples as it is the last date for mandatory registration.

TRAFIHAT F T, TS, AHEGA, o JHSToldd T SdRAT o 27 wad) fa-gar gt &
foaw ve Agcaqet waw e ¢ FifE Ig sfaarr gfietor fr sifas _fx L

e The UCC came into effect on January 27, giving couples one month to register their
live-in relationships.
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T v AT &1 7T AT T

High Court’s Response
3Tq g 1 gfafear

e The High Court earlier sought a reply from the State and Centre on the petition
challenging the UCC’s live-in registration clause.

3T FARET & 9gd T AR Fg § UCC & foa-geT Tofiaor wraume & gl 3
arell IIRST W AT HJRPT AT

e The court also issued a notice on another petition filed by Razia Baig, a member of
the All India Muslim Personal Law Board, who challenged the UCC on the grounds
that it violates Sharia law.

Jered o U 3o i @ st afew Sl R, o srf@e sl Afesr aderer
af X Y e WSAT A9 A SRY fFAT 3R EsEH a& R = fF ucce wEa
FoA & B B

uccz7m#m§m,mﬁmﬁﬁmm-ﬁmmﬁmm$

Solicitor General of India (SGI)
HRT & Tifaf¥el Tt (SGI)

e Role and Position: The SGI is the second-highest law officer in India, subordinate to
the Attorney General for India. This position is statutory, established under the Law
Officers (Conditions of Service) Rules, 1987.

o HfAF 3R 9g: SGI HRT # quU wafea (Y 3R § o aRa & el soe
& efieey giar &1 I8 ue gilafes §, o [ 3y (@ar & erd) &3, 1987
& dgd TUa gl

Appointment Process

g afsean

o Appointing Authority: The Solicitor General is appointed by the President of India
upon the recommendation of the Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC).

o e wifted): $ivae fr g afafa (ACC) # fAwmer W oRd & Tseafd
SaRT VY Steel H fgfad & s g

e Proposal Initiation: The process typically begins at the level of the Joint Secretary or
Law Secretary in the Department of Legal Affairs. After obtaining approval from the
Minister of Law & Justice, the proposal is forwarded to the ACC and then to the
President.
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o UEAE HT YVHTA: Tg ThdT IAGR W AT Awelt & fasmr & wgFa afog
faftr afe & TR w Y& g 81 A vd = #: & TP gied w= & 9,
Y& ACC &I 3R fihY Irsgafd & die i 8

Duties and Responsibilities

Feeg R SeAaREr

o Legal Advisor: Providing legal advice to the Government of India on various legal
matters as assigned.

o FHE WAGHN: A THR HI AT 1T AR Plefeil AT T Hlofell Hellg

Yclel hleT]

e Court Representation: Appearing on behalf of the Government of India in the
Supreme Court and High Courts in cases where the government is a party or has an
interest.

o T # yfafaflca: 39 At &, S8 TR geTeR § 1 39T I §, R
WHR AT 3R T Falea I 3R 359 el & 39i8Ad g

o Presidential References: Representing the government in matters referred by the
President to the Supreme Court under Article 143 of the Constitution.

o Trsgufa Heet: EiAUe & 37 143 & dgd Useuld GaRT Hafed =arareld i
T ATHAT H THR HI FfafAteicd e

o Additional Functions: Performing other legal duties assigned by the Government of
India or as conferred by the Constitution or any other law in force.

o fafed 1 ARG TEHR @R G AT 31T FfA Fled] H ATdlel HEI AT

afders ar el 3T wafold @iee GarT Yea &rRit &1 fAdes e

Restrictions on Private Practice

fasht dfFew av wfaey

o Exclusive Representation: The SGI is prohibited from representing any party other
than the Government of India, state governments, or specified public institutions.

. ffrse yafafca: SGl # 9IRd WMER, TT TWEHRT, 1 Afese araafas geamE &
3rerTar R 3T U&7 T gfafaftcg i O gfastaa Far = g

e Conflict of Interest: They cannot advise any party against the Government of India or
public sector undertakings.

o Rl #T THE: I AT WFR AT TGl &F & IUFAT & Qop faar off get
&I FATE oTal & Tehl|

e Criminal Defense: Defending an accused in criminal proceedings requires prior
permission from the Government of India.
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o IMUUMAEH &I TS HRIaT H Fd 3 &7 S99 i & T 3IRa TR
¥ 9 A 3T g

e Corporate Positions: Accepting appointments in companies or corporations
necessitates government approval.

o FARC 9§: HUAT AT HAeAT # FGfFadl o R e & v TRy F&pia
3TaTH

e Advisory Limitations: Providing legal advice to ministries, departments, or public
sector undertakings is routed through the Ministry of Law and Justice.

o FARFN HATE: FATerA], AN, A1 WdATaieh 81T & IUHAT T Hlefell Hellg Tl
FET A 3R = Je & Aregw @ FAT Sar 2

Historical Background

R o

o Establishment: The position of Solicitor General was established on January 28,
1950, with C. K. Daphtary serving as the first SGI.
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Concept of sexual equality
must be part of syllabus: SC

Moral and ethical training, etiquette must be made part of the school syllabus, Justice Nagarathna

tells Union government, judge says parents must stop discrimination between daughter and son

|GS Paper I: Society

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Friday told the
Centre that the

concept of sexual equality
and moral and ethical
training of how men
should behave with wo-
men respectfully must be-
come a part of school
syllabus.

“Moral and ethical train-
ing, etiquette must be
made part of the school
syllabus. There must be a
module to inculcate this in
schools at a very early age
for children... Now,
schools do not have moral
education. Certain schools
have it, but the class is
usually cancelled and
some other subjects are ta-
ken,” Justice B.V. Nagarath-
na, heading a Bench com-
prising Justice S.C. Sharma,
observed.

Justice Nagarathna said
equality between daught-
ers and sons must start at
home. But, instead, dis-
crimination starts at home
with the parents.

“Parents are more fo-
cused on restraining their
daughters and not their
sons. The word ‘discrimi-

nation” must go from our

vocabulary,”
said.

The court was hearing a
writ petition filed by peti-
tioner-in-person and se-
nior advocate Aabad Pon-
da, who said the root cause
for the surge in rape cases
and incidents of crimes
against women was the
lack of education at the
basic level about equality
among the sexes.

the judge

‘Tremendous strain’
“Fifty per cent of our pop-
ulation, women, are living
under tremendous strain
and insecurity. There is a
rise in the misogynistic
and barbaric attitude to-
wards women. Education
must start at the smallest
level to change the attitude
towards women,” Mr. Pon-
da submitted.

Parents are
QQ more focused
on restraining their
daughters and not their
sons. The word
‘discrimination’ must go
from our vocabulary

) B.V.NAGARATHNA

Supreme Court judge

Justice Nagarathna
agreed that many social cir-
cles still believed that a wo-
man neither belonged to
her parents’ home nor the
in-laws’ home after mar-
riage.

Awareness that a wo-
man was independent, her
own person, and com-
manded respect and equal
treatment in society must
be inculcated in society,

the judge noted.
Justice Nagarathna said
environmental science

started being taught in
schools as a subject on the
orders of the Supreme
Court. Likewise, moral
education must become a
part of the school syllabus.

The court ordered the
government to place on re-
cord any measures taken
by it so far to include the
concept of sexual equality

in school syllabus.

Mr. Ponda’s plea also re-
commended using adver-
tisements and the visual
media for conveying zero
tolerance to rape.

“Awareness of the strin-
gent laws against rape
must be advertised in cine-
ma halls and in the media.
There is no point if the per-
son knows about these
laws after he is sentenced
to 20 years or is about to be
hung to death,” Mr. Ponda
argued. He said knee-jerk
reactions like making pun-
ishments harsher after a
gruesome crime was hard-
ly a solution.

Efforts to bridge the gap
The petition said efforts
have to be made to bridge
the gap between the law
and the understanding and
dissemination of the law to
the public.

“The need of identifying
the real cause of this crime
is the first requirement.
Once this is done, the next
step would be to try to find
measures to revolutionise
the male mindset in the
country amongst a large
portion of the populace
and instill in them the fear
of the law,” it said.

Concept of Sexual
Equality Must Be Part
of Syllabus: SC

Il gATTAT HT
TR ITSTHH FI
fewar gt Tfew: gele
C O

The Supreme Court on
Friday told the Centre that
the concept of sexual
equality and moral and
ethical training of how
men should behave with
women respectfully must
become a part of the
school syllabus.

g FE F YFaR A F5
WHR & Fgl & Iia
AT Fr 3raeron 3R
afas va Afas R,

forest ol & #fgemsit & gfa smerqet svaer Ramr sme, #t &
UISIHA o1 fgEar ST AT Tfg vl

Address :
Email Id :

“Moral and ethical training, etiquette must be made part of the school syllabus.
There must be a module to inculcate this in schools at a very early age for children,"
Justice B.V. Nagarathna, heading a Bench comprising Justice S.C. Sharma, observed.

"afaw AR Afaw afretor, Rrear # TR ToTFEH F RFEAT g@m@r S iR
7 37 # fAFfa & & v & qregwa giar ey, Farfd

goal 7 0 9gd

A, AR, ST . aATHr o dr sregatar wU W oA Fanl

Justice Nagarathna said equality between daughters and sons must start at home.
But instead, discrimination starts at home with the parents.
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AT ARRe o &gl & afeat 3k aet & fiw gowar @ g% g Tl
el SEF oy, NeoTa wX F ATr-far @ & & g e

o “Parents are more focused on restraining their daughters and not their sons. The
word ‘discrimination’ must go from our vocabulary,” the judge said.

"ATAT-RT 39 afedt Fr AERT A oW 3f0F eurer aa § AfRe S ww AN
'HACHTT 2TeG, I GANT AGITell A FETAT GIEIT," =TI o FgT

e The court was hearing a writ petition filed by petitioner-in-person and senior
advocate Aabad Ponda, who said the root cause for the surge in rape cases and
crimes against women was the lack of education about equality among the sexes
at the basic level.

HeTed ArfAadTdr 3R alss rfaesar 3marg giest ganT aRR U Re arfaer &
gAars F W A, gl Far & qenedr F Awel AR ARt & Rew st §
FEf FT HAT FROTIRAF TR KW AT gaAterar 1 faw & FA g

Tremendous Strain

a AARAF gag

o “Fifty per cent of our population, women, are living under tremendous strain and
insecurity. There is a rise in the misogynistic and barbaric attitude towards women.
Education must start at the smallest level to change this attitude,” Mr. Ponda
submitted.

"GARY 50% TS, A=A ARG, s AARAF qara 3R 3gEeT A w @ § Al
& gfa A-faRiedt 3R a9% AfAFarge ©F &1 50 AGRASar F s & forv e
B FIH DI TR @ Y& FIAT g1, A 9lest o1 el

o Justice Nagarathna agreed that many social circles still believe that a woman
neither belongs to her parents’ home nor the in-laws’ home after marriage.

~IIHAfS AR o TgATa Siars & 3@ ot #§ wenfas oot A § & faw & s«
afgem & af 39 A-RAT F @ fr @A 3R T & e A

e Awareness that awoman is independent and commands respect and equal
treatment in society must be inculcated in people’s minds, the judge noted.

~grTfier o el O g ARERAr der A S TRe F Afger w@ay € 3k wae A
AT 3R FATT TaeR HT §FeR ¢
e Justice Nagarathna cited that environmental science was introduced in schools as

a subject on Supreme Court’s orders, and moral education should similarly be
made part of the school syllabus.

SIHfcl AT o T o watavor s & gl FIE & ey W w@el & v
F T F ST AT AT, 3N S e Afaw Raw ot TR wrewwmH F1 Rwwr q@mn
ST arfRw|

e The court ordered the government to place on record any measures taken so far to
include the concept of sexual equality in school syllabus.
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3eTeld & AFR FY HT dF THo IGTHA A Il FHAAT Y FGUROT AMAT FA
¥ faT 3o1T v R o Faw B RFs W @ w7 fader R

Efforts to Bridge the Gap
FeE 3R AT AT & WA F GRS F A

Mr. Ponda’s plea also recommended using advertisements and visual media for
conveying zero tolerance to rape.

At giest A TRAFT F qeTHER F i T ARFSOET FoESY A F A RemEt
3R gea AR F71 3T F@ i AR A TF)

“Awareness of the stringent laws against rape must be advertised in cinema halls
and in the media. There is no point if a person learns about these laws after being
sentenced to 20 years or facing the death penalty,” Mr. Ponda argued.

"TAHER & BAE F3 Fol 1 Ferwit R gl i Aifzar & gaia #ir s
ARTI 3R FIS AT 20 AT HT Tl A I HiEt & Fa Tgaa & 918 5T
FEAA P TA, A TR PI§ BrAeT AT §," A qiesT A

He said knee-jerk reactions like making punishments harsher after gruesome
crimes were hardly a solution.

3gle FEl T HAEE AR F 98 AT FT FON T dlewliad gfarear aer 8,
AfFT Ig IEafas FATU df gl

The petition stated that efforts must be made to bridge the gap between the law and
public understanding of the law.

IAT H &gl AT 6 FEfT 3R Foaar it FeE ax7sy & fig i @8 F: aeS F
T g e s aifewl

"The first requirement is to identify the real cause of this crime. Once this is done,
the next step would be to revolutionize the male mindset and instill in them the fear
of the law," the petition stated.

"$H YUY F aREATaF HROT Y TG FIAT Ggall T &1 SHS 16, 37Tell heH
TN ARSI # FifAHR g AT HR 3T7 Flefed FT T TS FIAT g9,
IiferT H gl 34T

Trump’s govt. cancels protection for 5,00,000 Haitian
migrants
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for 500,000 Haitian migrants

GS Paper I: World
Geography i

The Trump administration cancelled an extension of Temporary

Protected Status (TPS) for over 5,00,000 Haitians, originally set to 2026 deh olld] gl;” qT| AT FATCT &1 3 3PTET 2025 %l
last until February 2026. The new expiration date is August 3, 2025. ¢ Homeland Security secretary Kristi Noem said this

Homeland Security secretary Kristi Noem said this decision returns

TPS to its original “temporary” status. are

5T i WHR o 5,00,000 gt gariaar

$T FI&T T@g T &

Trump Administration Cancels TPS Extension for Haitians

T YA o pellariadl & v ddiew {Far g B

e The Trump administration cancelled an extension of
Temporary Protected Status (TPS) for over 5,00,000
Haitians, originally set to last until February 2026. The new
expiration date is August 3, 2025.

T JATH o 5,00,000 ¥ 31+ glarf@ai & forw sreumdt
et Afa (TPS) & AR &1 g X fear, S uge wiadr

decision returns TPS to its original “temporary” status.

e g afag e A wer & g8 Ao TPSs @

3HT Het "IrEAT FeAfy 7 eler ar g

MOSCOW
U.S. trying to drive wedge between
Russia and China: Belarus leader

<

A |GS Paper I: WG | REUTERS

Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko said on Friday the U.S.
is attempting to create discord between Russia and China. He noted
that any resolution to the Ukraine conflict could yield mixed
outcomes for Belarus, which has faced heavy Western sanctions due
to its support for Russia’s military actions. are

U.S. trying to drive wedge between Russia
and China: Belarus leader

IANET ™ 3R AT F v R sTeaT A
HIfALT HT @I & dA™T & adl

Belarusian President Accuses U.S. of Creating Discord
Between Russia and China

JARET Igufa o ARET W w AR AT F S Aqig e
F T IRT FIAT
eBelarusian President Alexander Lukashenko said on Friday

that the U.S. is attempting to create discord between Russia and
China.

ST Iegafd IrelerAst AR A YRR F T o AR & 3R At & T
AqNe YaT Fe T FIRAT F @I 2

e He noted that any resolution to the Ukraine conflict could yield mixed outcomes for
Belarus, which has faced heavy Western sanctions due to its support for Russia’s

military actions.
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3ol Ig AT o Yoot O &I s o FATYTS derew & o Afdra afomar or
ot &, 58 & fr A7 FRaEA F g9 F FRoT 9 aRas t afaeyt s areer
T ST gl

(GS Paper I1: Polity, Governance, and International Relations)

1. U.S. election aid allegations ‘deeply troubling’, says
MEA / 3R IoI1d Ferdl & IR ‘TR &7 &
Rrarse®, g #AFTeT &1 s9=

2. India, China Worked Hard to Protect G-20: Jaishankar /
IR 3R AT & G-20 Fr = & AT FI AgAT ;-

oI gRAh
3. Training Begins After BJP Govt.’s Decision to Roll Out
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U.S. election aid allegations
‘deeply troubling’, says MEA

US. DOGE says it cancelled $21 million in USAID funds for ‘voter turnout’ in India; MEA declines to
comment on whether the govt. is reviewing USAID's ongoing partnerships with multiple Ministries

ES Paper II: India-US
asini Haidar

U.S. election aid
allegations ‘deeply
troubling’, says MEA

BJP, Congress

NEW DELHI ® The Elon Musk-led Departiment of
U N d e r Government Efficiency (DOGE)'s list l k h
" on spending mentions ‘521 million OC OITIS
ldle Cel_‘lél‘?t on F}'l- a clou for voter tutnout inIndia* * " hd
V:é/ti;’liltinlg WE‘S,E:II‘; Several USAID funding = US. President Donald Trump on over report on y r m
N agreements from the Thursday raised concerns, terming
deeply troubling” allega- s the fund a ‘Kickback scheme’ under USAID money

tions made by the U.S. go-
vernment that the United
States Agency for Interna-
tional Development
(USAID) planned to spend

the Biden administration

® The DOGE also mentioned $29
million for ‘strengthening polit-
¢ ical landscape in Bangladesh’,
and $19 million for ‘hiodi-

remain
‘ineffect

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

$21 million on funding “vo-
ter turnout” in India.

This expenditure has
been cancelled by the U.S.
Department of Govern-
ment Efficiency (DOGE)
run by billionaire Elon
Musk, in a decision shared
in a post on X on Monday.

In the Indian govern-
ment’s first reaction to the
DOGE post, the Ministry of
External Affairs said that
different departments are
“looking into” the informa-
tion shared, but declined
to comment on whether

India would cancel a num-
ber of MoUs and agree-
ments on USAID funding
made with various Minis-
tries over the past few
years, many of which are
still current.

Serious concerns

“We have seen information
that has been put out by
the U.S. administration re-

versity conservation’in
Nepal. It also noted that
all itemsin the list have

been cancelled

garding certain USAID ac-
tivities and funding,” MEA
spokesperson Randhir Jais-
wal said. “These are ob-
viously very deeply trou-
bling. This has led to
concerns about foreign in-
terference in India’s inter-
nal affairs,” he added.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGES8

The BJP on Friday dismis-
sed media reports claiming
that the $21-million USAID
fund allocation was for
Bangladesh, and accused
the Congress party of be-
ing involved in “anti-India”
activities. The Congress
claimed that the BJP’s nar-
rative was aimed at divert-
ing attention from its own
use of foreign funds to des-
tabilise Congress govern-
ments in the past.

FULL REPORT
» PAGE9

The Indian government is
investigating allegations
by the U.S. that the United
States Agency for
International Development
(USAID) planned to spend
$21 million on voter
turnout in India.
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HRAT PR 39 JIRY AT ST FT @ 8, a8 a1 rar g F Al
TSl USAID & 9IRA H AdEIdT Adel deld & fav $21 fAfews ad
F HT AT T8 At

e The U.S. Department of Government Efficiency (DOGE), run by Elon Musk,
canceled this expenditure, announcing the decision in a post on X (formerly Twitter)
on Monday.

AN FFER A gatar 30T (DOGE), [oT® verd AFF gamT waifod fFar Jrar &,
39 @9 & Gg W &4, 3R 57 Aoy 7 aivon @iwEr @ X (9@ & 2fder) W) &

e This is India’s first official response to the DOGE post, with the Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) confirming that different departments are "looking into the matter".

Ig DOGE 9Re€ WX HRA & dgelt nfeRe gfafdar g, Sae Rger damea (MEA)
qie &1 7 Aftes fsmr sw amra 6t s # W 8

o However, the MEA declined to comment on whether India would cancel MoUs and
agreements signed with USAID over the past few years.

gTelifeh, MEA &t 30 WX HIg feoqoit gl & o 71 %IRa USAID & &g fve aro
FHSAtar F Igg Fem|

Serious Concerns Raised
Y Rarst & 3™ =T

e MEA spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal stated, “We have seen the information
released by the U.S. administration about USAID’s activities and funding.”

MEA WaadT T0TeiX Stearer 1 &gl, “gae AR JemdeT garr USAID #r arfafaferat
3R e dyor & Fefta IeeER 3 §1”

e He further added, “These allegations are deeply troubling and raise concerns about
foreign interference in India’s internal affairs.”

3eglel 3P &gl, “¥ T 1R v § Raeas € 3% aRa & 3ale AT #&
el graaiT Fr dax RAar der Fa@ F”
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India, China worked hard
to protect G-20: Jaishankar

[GS Paper II: India-Chinal
Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

India and China have
“worked hard to preserve”
the G-20 organisation, said
External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar on Friday dur-
ing talks with Chinese Fo-
reign Minister Wang Yi on
the sidelines of the G-20
Foreign Ministers’ meeting
in Johannesburg, South
Africa.

In the half-hour-long
meeting where they dis-
cussed bilateral develop-
ments, including the situa-
tion on the Line of Actual
Control (LAC), Mr. Jaishan-
kar pointed out that both
countries are “members of
the G-20, SCO and BRICS”,
and had discussed “region-
al and global” issues.

“We should recognise
that in a polarised global
situation, our two coun-
tries have worked hard to
preserve and protect the
G-20 as an institution. This
in itself testifies to the im-
portance of international

Looking ahead: External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar with China's
Foreign Minister Wang Yi in Johannesburg. PTI

cooperation,” Mr. Jaishan-
kar told Mr. Wang in his
opening remarks of the In-
dia-China meeting.

Going forward

Mr. Jaishankar said that he
hoped to take forward
talks on bilateral issues, in-
cluding the “management
of peace and tranquillity in
the border areas” as had
been discussed by National
Security Adviser Ajit Doval
and Foreign Secretary Vik-
ram Misri who have visited
Beijing in recent months

for talks. “Such gatherings
have provided an oppor-
tunity for our interaction
even when our ties were
going through a difficult
phase,” Mr. Jaishankar
said, in a reference to the
bilateral tensions over the
deadly Galwan clashes in
2020, and China’s aggres-
sion along the LAC, in a sig-
nificant indicator the go-
vernment is putting the
tensions in the past tense.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 8

India, China Worked Hard
to Protect G-20:
Jaishankar

AR 3T AT F G20
IO & foT ®31 Agerd
I FTIART

External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar stated that India
and China have worked hard
to preserve the G-20 during
his talks with Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi on
the sidelines of the G-20
Foreign Ministers’ meeting in
Johannesburg, South Africa.

fager &= v, FHAFT o FaT
& aRa 3k AT F G20
94C @a F v #3 Agaqd
& §, T 91T Iegia afaor

NPT & FgEET H G-20

A AR i o F ST A [FEer AR arer A T=9t F Sk

el

e The half-hour-long meeting covered bilateral developments, including the situation
on the Line of Actual Control (LAC).

I g #fr 39 dow # gfavalr e 3t areafds f=or @ (LAC) i fRafa o
TdT &5

e Mr. Jgishankar emphasized that both countries are members of G-20, SCO, and
BRICS and discussed regional and global issues.

FIAHT o IR AT F =t & G-20, SCO 3 BRICS & #eEET § 31X 35 &l
3R ARFF FqeEl W == #
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India-China Cooperation in G-20
G-20 # HRA-dIT "@egAT

Mr. Jaishankar noted that in a polarized global situation, India and China have
worked hard to protect the G-20 as an institution.

FaE 7 Fer B Aaw gdga Bufa §, ava 3k o & G20 dvur i wn F
foT w& Aga A ¢

He told Wang Yi, "This in itself testifies to the importance of international
cooperation."

3ogiel T A F FET, "IE T HAWSET W91 F Aged : gaufar §l°

Going Forward

3T Y feam

Jaishankar expressed hope to advance talks on bilateral issues, including peace
and stability in border areas.

FAAFT A 3T AT 1 F WA A= A enfey ik eRar s gl Aqeg w
A qradiT gei|

Discussions followed previous talks held by National Security Adviser Ajit Doval and
Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri in Beijing.

SHY Ugol TSI F&T WAHFR raita swene 3R fager afRe fwe B & @ifser &
aradia & o

Jaishankar acknowledged that such meetings provided opportunities for discussions
even during difficult phases in bilateral relations.

SaER F TER Far fF 36 ave 1 doF qRuelr gaut & Ffea gk & aasg
AT FT HTET FaTT F §

He referred to tensions caused by the deadly Galwan clashes in 2020 and China’s
aggression along the LAC but indicated that India is moving forward.

3egie 2020 H IreAare 739l 3 LAC WX i I 3ThHABAT ¥ 3UeT a1 &1 ol
frar, AftheT dha BT 6 AR 3T 9 T@T B
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Training begins after BJP govt.s decision
to roll out Ayushman Bharat in Capital

IGS Paper II:

Ashna

iGovernment Schem

NEW DELHI

A day after the newly
formed Delhi Cabinet ap-
proved the implementation
of Ayushman Bharat Prad-
han Mantri Jan Arogya Yoja-
na (PM-JAY) in the Capital,
the National Health Author-
ity (NHA) has hit the
ground running to roll out
the scheme.

NHA is the implement-
ing agency for the Centre’s
flagship public health insu-
rance scheme.

NHA Joint Secretary Ki-
ran Gopal Vaska on Friday
said modalities for the im-
plementation  of  the
scheme have been chalked
out and training pro-
grammes for healthcare
workers were under way.

He said a memorandum
of understanding with the

The Mohalla Clinics in Delhi will
be upgraded to Urban Ayush-
man Arogya Mandirs. FILE PHOTO

Delhi government will be
signed soon, following
which existing empanelled
hospitals will be re-empa-
nelled with the Delhi go-
vernment, and a benefici-
ary database will be
created. “The scheme gui-
delines and compliances
for the formation of various
committees for grievance
redressal, empanelment of

hospitals and anti-fraud ac-
tivities have already been
shared with the Delhi go-
vernment. The work for es-
tablishing the organisation-
al structures has started,”
Mr. Vaska said.

Officials said a meeting
to discuss the implementa-
tion of the scheme in Delhi
was held on February 17,
even before the new Cabi-
net was formed. According
to the minutes of the meet-
ing, it was discussed that
existing Delhi government
dispensaries and MCD dis-
pensaries are to be upgrad-
ed as Ayushman Arogya
Mandirs. The 553 existing
Mohalla Clinics will be up-
graded to Urban Ayushman
Arogya Mandirs (U-AAMs).
As many as 413 new U-
AAMs are to be operational-
ised, taking the total num-
ber close to 1,000.

Incidentally, in 2019,
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
convener Arvind Kejriwal
had promised to set up
1,000 Mohalla clinics.

In the meeting, a propo-
sal for increasing the num-
ber of Accredited Social
Health Activists was also
discussed, officials said.

Poll issue

The Union government’s
flagship health scheme was
a major poll plank of the
Bharatiya Janata Party in
Delhi, with the Centre
blaming AAP for “depriving
Delhi's citizens” by not im-
plementing it in the Capital.
Launched in 2018, the
scheme has been imple-
mented in all States except
West Bengal and Delhi. The
previous AAP government,
which was in power in Del-
hi for 10 years, did not join

the scheme, saying that un-
der its Delhi Arogya Kosh,
free treatment is already
being provided to the peo-
ple of the city.

The Union government
recently expanded PM-JAY
coverage for all individuals
aged 70 and above, ensur-
ing coverage of up to 35
lakh per family irrespective
of income.

Mr. Vaska said that PM-
JAY in Delhi would provide
annual coverage of 35 lakh,
which the Delhi govern-
ment has decided to top up
with an additional %5 lakh.
Around 6.54 lakh families
in Delhi will be eligible for
PM-JAY. The numbers are
based on 2011 Socio-Eco-
nomic and Caste Census da-
ta. However, they are sub-
ject to change based on the
criteria set by the Delhi go-
vernment, said Mr. Vaska.

Training Begins After BJP Govt.’s Decision to Roll Out
Ayushman Bharat in Capital

foeel & HSAT WEHR & AEA ARG a6 A & Haa &
qTe JAETOT >

A day after the newly formed Delhi Cabinet approved the
implementation of Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya
Yojana (PM-JAY), the National Health Authority (NHA) has started
preparations to roll out the scheme.

dauisd feel Hfade @RI AT HRT TUTHN T HRTT Jrster
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(PM-JAY) ! #{t BT o & v e are, TS Fareed giferaor
(NHA) & FSlr &) ¥ 1 Il & 1 4

NHA is the implementing agency for this flagship public health insurance scheme.
NHA 38 9@ Waifad TR AT A FT d6] FIA arell o6 g

NHA Joint Secretary Kiran Gopal Vaska stated that modalities for implementation
have been finalized and training programs for healthcare workers are underway.

NHA & wgFa afa for aure avar o &g & Qe & fraeage #r afrae oo
o 78 § 3N wreeTsfa) F R gfRemor sriwa Sy §)

MoU and Hospital Registration
FAgilar A9 3R 3rFadTer gsitetor

A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Delhi government will be signed
soon.

el TIPR & AT eg & TH AT AT (MoU) IR gEAER fhw SImuat|

Once signed, existing empanelled hospitals will be re-empanelled under the Delhi
government, and a beneficiary database will be created.

FASA & a1e, AigEr ey Fadaral #1 et TFR F aga 5 & gEeey
farar e, 3R et der AR R e

Guidelines for grievance redressal, hospital empanelment, and anti-fraud
activities have already been shared with the Delhi government.

e arer, seddare getagear st giardt dewume fir Ran-fader gger & Rl
WHR & w1 aen e o 9% 7

Upgrading Healthcare Facilities
LY Gl F1 3eager

A February 17 meeting discussed upgrading existing Delhi government
dispensaries and MCD dispensaries into Ayushman Arogya Mandirs.

17 3l A §§ dok #, feeeh TR IR wadhS & #iser BedaRat a1 srgsamr
HRTT ARG # 3 A R T g5

553 Mohalla Clinics will be upgraded into Urban Ayushman Arogya Mandirs (U-
AAMS).

553 HIgedT Fellfalshl I Hael HISATT JRFT AR (U-AAMs) & el S|
413 new U-AAMs will be set up, taking the total count to nearly 1,000.
413 T U-AAMs ¥ITRIT T SITeaY, Tore@ el |&ar a9Teier 1,000 &1 SITCa |
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e In 2019, AAP Chief Arvind Kejriwal had promised to establish 1,000 Mohalla Clinics.
2019 &, 3 el urdf F wogw 3RfdE Fodiarer & 1,000 Agedr Felifas o Fr

arer T o

Poll Issue and Political Background

e PM-JAY was a major poll plank of the BJP in Delhi, with the Centre blaming AAP for
depriving citizens of health benefits.

PM-JAY el 3 19T &1 U&F W@ T AGET AT, TOHe g o A AEHT 9t W)
a2l #i ware amr & afva @d F1 3R 9T

e Launched in 2018, PM-JAY has been implemented in all states except West Bengal
and Delhi.

2018 F & F 1§ Aoret, yfRTd Fomer R Redh F szFw welt vt A wwy Fr v
T B

e The previous AAP government opposed PM-JAY, arguing that Delhi Arogya Kosh
already provides free treatment to Delhi residents.

ﬁwﬁmm#w-mvmﬁﬂaﬁmmwaﬂ:éﬁgyﬁ;ﬁﬁhmm
Tga ¥ & ANIRS! A AT FoTel Y& W @ ¢

Expanded Coverage Under PM-JAY
PM-JAY & dgd faraiia satsr

e The Union government recently expanded PM-JAY coverage for all individuals
aged 70 and above, ensuring ¥5 lakh coverage per family, irrespective of income.

¥ TR A gl & H PM-JAY Fadsr & 70 a¥ 3R 309 afw g & weh
fFaal & fav Reama fFar, B 3 & wag Fe fGar ofa aRar 25 a@ &
et et

o Delhi government decided to top up an additional ¥5 lakh, making the total coverage
%10 lakh per family.

feeelt war & wfaRea @5 ar@ Sz F1 Swen A, TH@ Fol HaXer 10 ar@ i
aRER g S|
e Around 6.54 lakh families in Delhi will be eligible for PM-JAY.

el & 9T 6.54 9@ IRER PM-JAY & T 919 gl

e The eligibility is based on the 2011 Socio-Economic and Caste Census (SECC)
data, but it may change based on Delhi government criteria.

g qrEdr 2011 A wATaw-3nfdw 3R Sfa SFerervET (SECC) 321 9T i
Al I8 Red! TWHR & ARCE & HUYR W I Fhdl &
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Tmpossible to have a
Hindu Rashtra under a
secular Constitution’

IGS Paper ll: Preamble

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Senior advocate Indira Jais-
ing on Friday said the Con-
stitution is under threat
from those responsible for
upholding it.

Delivering the 29th Jus-
tice Sunanda Bhandare
Memorial Lecture at the In-
dia International Centre,
Ms. Jaising said, “The truth
is, you can never have a
‘Hindu Rashtra’ under a
secular Constitution.”

She said, “What I am
witnessing is something
that I would call a kind of
repudiation of the Consti-
tution of India by those res-
ponsible for upholding it.
This is done in many ways,
formal and informal. The
formal way to do it is to
amend the Citizenship Act,
which allows for fast-track

A J

Indira Jaising

citizenship for only certain
religious communities,”

Ms. Jaising criticised the
new criminal laws [Bharati-
ya Nyaya Sanhita, Bharati-
ya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhi-
ta and Bharatiya Sakshya
Adhiniyam] and said that
they failed to “decolonise”
issues like marital rape.
The senior advocate also
expressed concerns over
anti-conversion laws im-
plemented across the
country that particularly
target the minority com-
munities.

‘Impossible to Have a Hindu
Rashtra Under a Secular
Constitution’

‘eAfaTder d@feue & dga g
AT AT

Senior advocate Indira Jaising
stated that the Constitution is
under threat from those
responsible for upholding it.

aikss ftawar sfewr s o Far
fF gRUT 3T aRT F @R A & N
¥ 9410 @ & AT SFAEr &

e She made these remarks while delivering
the 29th Justice Sunanda Bhandare
Memorial Lecture at the India International
Centre.

3ogie Ig 91 AR HasT g #H IrAfaa
294 SIf¥eq eiar R T e & NIt
el

e Ms. Jaising asserted, "The truth is, you
can never have a ‘Hindu Rashtra’ under a
secular Constitution."

saflg o Fe1, "uwars I8 ¢ O yAfAder
" ¥ dgd 'Rg we w3 & @ wFan

Concerns Over Constitutional Violations

AU & Ieaud # dH Rar

e She expressed concern that the Indian Constitution is being undermined both
formally and informally.

3egial RIar cgad 1 & AR @ 3ure &) 3itgaRe 3k sEtvaie & @ FAeR
faT T W@ ¢

e Oneformal method of doing this, she claimed, is by amending the Citizenship Act,
which fast-tracks citizenship for certain religious communities.
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Fo uifdiF el & v aRa aeliear afFr sae #war

Criticism of New Criminal Laws

AT ITRIAF Sl Y AT

e Ms. Jaising criticized the new criminal laws (Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, and Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam), stating that they failed
to decolonize legal issues like marital rape.

ST & AT NGTAF FA (HRAT 7T Hipedl, HRAT AFIRF GRai Fiaer, IR
WW&WW@WW?W%WWW@#
FhE Heal F 3ufAaerEE @ qFd I A FqGT G@Ts

Opposition to Anti-Conversion Laws
trAtavor el FeEr w1 R

e She also raised concerns about anti-conversion laws implemented across the
country, arguing that they specifically target minority communities.

3gleT AN H 9] aATeaRor Rt FeE FF A it Rar Jar$, 3k Far A
iy ¥ @ IcvEEaE e B AU q@ e §
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|GS Paper Ii: Judi::uiary |
9 L
Judges’ dilemma
Accountability and independence ought
to be equally important for judges
T he Lokpal’s ruling that High Court judges

are amenable to its jurisdiction and the

Supreme Court order staying it on its own
motion raise more than a mere question of law.
The issue concerns both the independence of the
judiciary and its accountability. That the Court,
government law officers and senior advocates
found the Lokpal’s decision disturbing is under-
standable, as many believe that judicial indepen-
dence will be undermined if judges of constitu-
tional courts are made answerable to the Lokpal,
even though they fall under the definition of ‘pu-
blic servant’ under the Prevention of Corruption
Act. The Lokpal view appears to be prima facie
incorrect. There is nothing to suggest that supe-
rior court judges were ever considered to be un-
der its remit. Last month, the Lokpal, headed by
former Supreme Court judge, A.M. Khanwilkar,
rejected a corruption complaint against a former
Chief Justice of India (CJI) on the ground that the
Lokpal Act, 2013, did not concern apex court
judges and that its reference to “persons” who
are members of any body or authority created by
an Act of Parliament cannot be applied to the Su-
preme Court, an institution established by the
Constitution. However, in respect of High Court
judges, it said High Courts established by statutes
creating the respective States were statutory bo-
dies, and their judges were “persons” within the
meaning of Section 14 of the Lokpal Act.

The independence of the judiciary was the fo-
remost consideration when the Court held in K.
Veeraswami vs Union of India (1991) that no case
can be registered against them without consult-
ing the CJI, even though it also said judges were
public servants under the Prevention of Corrup-
tion Act. Based on this principle, the Lokpal has
referred the complaint to the CJI. While the Lok-
palruling is set to be reviewed, the time may have
come to address the issue of accountability in the
rare event of a credible corruption charge arising
against a judge. The matter is now dealt with by
the Court through an in-house procedure, initiat-
ed only if the Chief Justice of a High Court, or the
CJI or the President receives a complaint. If the
charges appear true, asking the judges con-
cerned to resign, denying them judicial work or
recommending their removal through Parlia-
ment are the options available. Some judges are
transferred from one High Court to another, but
whether a corruption charge is the reason is nev-
er disclosed. The Court should see if the present
mechanism is enough or it needs to be expanded
to include credible follow-up action such as an in-
dependent prosecution under its supervision.
Both accountability and independence ought to

be eauallv important for the judiciary.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Judges’ Dilemma: Accountability and
Independence Ought to Be Equally
Important

waraTeel FT gdga: STarecar 3 Faaaar
A T @ Ageaqol gl TIfRe

The Lokpal ruled that High Court judges come
under its jurisdiction, but the Supreme Court
stayed the ruling on its own motion.

drRaTer o hEer garn 3w e ¥
waraTeier 3Wd ATAFR & # T 7, Afer goier
FIE A YA Fad: A F 30 Sy W AF 90
Il

e This issue raises concerns about judicial independence and
accountability.

Ig HTHT 1S Taaadl 3R FTaEeE I o 7T 92 3ardr
gl

o Many believe that making constitutional court judges
answerable to the Lokpal could undermine judicial
independence, even though they are defined as ‘public servants’
under the Prevention of Corruption Act.

FS AN T AT & F Fdenfaw arareral & ~ararehei #r
AT F Ui FaeeE T @ FAIAF FaaIdT FAAR @ Fehal
2, 9o & 3 ysemR Aaror ARfETE F dgd ‘AF d9F A AS
gl

Lokpal’s Interpretation and Past Precedents

AT #r earedr AR qF A A

e Last month, the Lokpal, led by former Supreme Court judge
A.M. Khanwilkar, rejected a corruption complaint against a
former Chief Justice of India (CJI), stating that the Lokpal Act,
2013 does not cover Supreme Court judges.

Uod #g, q@ A S e v.od. gEfdast i sregerar
arel AT o g6 HET FArreier (CJ1) & f@eme arserar #r
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Rrerra @aier 7 &, 78 Fed gu & s sfafas, 2018 g #1E & wamameie
W AR FE e

However, regarding High Court judges, the Lokpal argued that since High Courts are
created by statutes, their judges qualify as ‘persons’ under Section 14 of the
Lokpal Act.

glelifeh, 3eq AT & il & #@au &, Aeud o a6 &ar 6 9fF 3=
e FffATAl & aga FaRa o av § safou 3a% s e
s fr aRT 14 F Ted <gfFa #r Aot F rax §

Judicial Independence vs. Accountability

e TaaadT ST SFaraeal

In K. Veeraswami vs. Union of India (1991), the Supreme Court held that no case can
be registered against a judge without consulting the CJI, even though judges were
recognized as public servants.

¥. I a9 AR W (1991) 7, G FIE A S g 6 qew s
(CIN) & qwet fFw e fFeY =armefier & e AT goF a7 fFar ST W,
gTelitch 3o olted Wdeh AT 4T

Based on this principle, the Lokpal referred the complaint to the CJI.

gH RigHid & IMUR W, Ae9e o RAF™a F CIF g dar R

Need for a Better Accountability Mechanism

AT STarEeer aF Y TaRIHAT

Currently, complaints against judges are handled through an in-house procedure,
initiated if the Chief Justice of a High Court, the CJI, or the President receives a
complaint.

aoHe &, =it & f@ers Rerdt 1 v anals gfear & areasw § fager
STa &, S 7y =amantdier, CJ1, a1 sgufa & 9 RwAd e W gw fRAr S g

If allegations are proven true, possible actions include:
o Asking the judge to resign
o Denying them judicial work
o Recommending removal through Parliament

Ifg IRT T v AT §, O TAd FRAS H AT & ThaT &
o ey ¥ TEAWT & F faw Fgar
o 39 FAIAF HF BT AT
o UHG & ATEYH ¥ geld 1 AwIRer Farn

Some judges are transferred, but it is never disclosed whether corruption
allegations were the reason.
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TS AR FT FERT BT Srar 8, e I8 weft Fase it R stmar

SUHT FRUT FSCAR & IR & I7 AT

e The Supreme Court should examine if the current system is adequate or if it needs a
more robust accountability framework, such as independent prosecution under
judicial supervision.

FNA HIE I TAT TRT o gearer yomelt gaieq ¢ a1 78, a1 O ~afs ferwdh
A Tada IS S gEd Fareed) sqawyT A aeTFHAT ¢

Balancing Accountability and Independence
Saraed! 3R FaaTar & @i qqerT

e Both judicial accountability and independence are equally important.
~NRAF SaEeE 3R FadTar Sl AT T & Hgeaqor &

e The mechanism for handling judicial corruption must be strong, but it should not
compromise the independence of the judiciary.

% seear ¥ fAves & fAw a7 w9y g @R, et I8 wamaaifarsr #r
TIATAT F FHAR Ag1 FI FheT|
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EIGS Paper lI: Legislative Body

Southern discomfort

Delegated legislation from the Centre
should not override States’ plenary laws

ith less than a week for the UGC’s dea-
w dline to submit feedback on its draft

regulations on the appointment and
promotion of university teachers and Vice-Chan-
cellors (V-C), States ruled by parties other than
the BJP have ratcheted up their opposition. At a
conclave in Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, Tamil
Nadu, Telangana and Karnataka challenged the
regulations, saying they would undermine the
federal structure, diminish the powers of State le-
gislatures, and weaken the autonomy of State un-
iversities. This is the second such conclave, with
a previous meeting in Bengaluru including the
governments of Himachal Pradesh and Jhark-
hand, and expressions of solidarity from Punjab.
In Tamil Nadu and Kerala, the main Opposition
parties are also supportive of the stances of the
ruling parties there; some regional parties that
belong to the BJP-led NDA have reportedly ex-
pressed their concerns in private. A key concern
is the UGC’s proposal to play an enhanced role in
the selection and appointment of V-Cs of State
universities. Under the new regulations, the
search-cum-selection committees will comprise
nominees of the Chancellor (usually the Gover-
nor in State universities), the UGC Chairman, and
the University syndicate or senate, neatly cutting
out State Higher Education departments which
were responsible for setting up these expert pa-
nels. The Chancellor will appoint the V-C from
the list of three to five names shortlisted by the
selection committee. UGC chairman M. Jagadesh
Kumar has argued that the proposed structure
“eliminates ambiguity and ensures a more tran-
sparent process”, but States oppose the centrali-
sation of power, leaving many State universities
leaderless, especially in Tamil Nadu.

Apart from the allegation that the new regula-
tions will dilute academic standards, increase
commercialisation and politicisation, and reduce
access to higher education for poor and disad-
vantaged students, the States have asked why
they are being sidelined in university administra-
tion even while they continue to bear most of the
financial costs for State-run higher education.
Beyond higher education, there is a larger consti-
tutional issue of Centre-State relations at stake:
can delegated legislation such as the rules and
regulations framed by the Union government and
its agencies in the executive branch under a cen-
tral law override the provisions of a plenary State
law passed by a State legislature? The opposing
States plan to send a high-level delegation to the
Union Education Ministry and challenge the reg-
ulations in court, indicating a political and legal
escalation of the issue. The UGC must not ignore
this plethora of concerned voices and should re-
move anti-federal provisions from its draft before
notifying the new regulations.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Southern Discomfort: Delegated Legislation
from the Centre Should Not Override States’
Plenary Laws

giaroft e &g & ey FT oA &
SAF FhleAl ¥ FIT 81 & ol

With less than a week left for the UGC’s deadline,
multiple non-BJP-ruled States have intensified their
opposition to the draft regulations on university
teachers' and Vice-Chancellors' (V-C) appointments.

el gHIHAT FATCT @ F wF wede 4 o
®H AT 941 §, 3R +F -sear R =T
freafaearery el 3R Faufadt (v-C) # AglFa
R yFafad fFgHAt & Ry & vaee & @

e Ataconferencein Thiruvananthapuram, the governments of
Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Telangana, and Karnataka claimed that the new
regulations undermine federalism, limit State legislatures' powers,
and threaten State universities' autonomy.

faeasaqa # v wFAea A, FI, affearg, deer dR Fees B
WHRI A IR M7 6 AT A9 T e FF FASGR FId §,
U= gt i afFaw & @iffa w9 § 3k v
frrafigareat i wrwar # @@ # sea §)

e Anprevious meeting in Bengaluru saw similar opposition from

Himachal Pradesh and Jharkhand, with Punjab expressing
solidarity.

Wﬁgﬁwﬁmﬁmmraﬂrmﬁmgmm
T QY frar or, 31K goe & gAdT sgad )

Concerns Over UGC’s Role in Vice-Chancellor
Appointments

Feagfa fAgfFaat & g i siffwr F awv Rar

. Under the new UGC regulations, search-cum-selection
committees for Vice-Chancellors will include the Chancellor’s
nominee (usually the Governor), the UGC Chairman, and a
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university representative.

T Tt st & dga, podiadl & v @e-gg-aae afafoar & Fenfaafa
(MHAR W T, T sreger AR feafagare & o wfafafer &1 aerewe
gham|

e The State Higher Education Departments will be completely excluded from this
process.

TsT & 3o e fFemt # 3@ vfar & ¢t ave e @ seen|

e The UGC Chairman, M. Jagadesh Kumar, has defended the move, stating that it
removes ambiguity and ensures transparency.

meﬁw.mrwﬁwmﬁaﬂmﬁm,agmgc%w
FEqSEAl H ¥ T § 3R unefiar gRaa wwar 3

o However, States argue that this will centralize power and leave many universities
leaderless, as seen in Tamil Nadu.

geifer, Tsdl #T a% ¢ i s afda &1 Fhaor gon 3k 7§ Reafaggrea faar
Aqed F T§ ATCHA, ST o Afferarg 7 @ T4

Broader Concerns on Higher Education
3o AT W A Rare

e States argue that the new regulations will:
o Lower academic standards
o Increase commercialization and politicization
o Reduce access to higher education for underprivileged students

T3l F1 AT § F a0 A
o AeIOF ATH F FRIGS
o fram &1 sTIRiET 3T ASEfAHIOT TErwet
o mm*mﬁmﬁq@ﬁmm

e They also question why States are being sidelined in university administration,
despite bearing most of the financial burden of State-run higher education.

3egiel Ig T HaTd 3o/ T fF 9 o9 @R 3©a few F1 3f¥wer iy S 3o
g, aY 3¢ v ¥ FAT gerT ST @ g

Constitutional and Federal Concerns
T N

e The issue raises a broader constitutional debate: Can rules and regulations framed
by the Centre under a national law override a State legislature’s plenary law?

Ig ACS] TF A9E HAUTTad 9860 $Y SIoH &aT §: FAT U TSI Fhelel & d6d %
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ganT gore e fagw 3R Rfaas Rl o Rueawn & e Fwapr # e w1
qHo 82
e Opposing States plan to send a high-level delegation to the Union Education

Ministry and challenge the regulations in court, indicating a potential legal and
political showdown.

e 5T v ITw Ty afafAfese g TWER F Rew FEew 7 g
AT 77 @ § 3R Ered F g FwaAt # gatd & e FEE i aeeifes
THIT 6T GHIGT 96 7 ¥

Way Forward
T Y

e The UGC must acknowledge these concerns and remove anti-federal provisions
before finalizing the regulations.

T g1 RIanit &1 THeR FwEn oftw ik Faat #t sifor w7 & & we
THT 2 B FAGAR FA qS AU HY geram dfee|
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Convertmg court case backlogs into treasure troves

|GS Paper II: Judiciary

very Chief Justice of India coming into

office has the spectre of the legal

system’s backlog haunting him or her,

as does every senior and concerned
member of the higher judiciary. It is an ever
present phenomenon — currently, the Supreme
Court of India has 82,000 cases, the High Courts
over 62 lakh, and the lower courts close to five
crore. Nearly 50 lakh cases have been pending for
more than 10 years.

It is an adversarial system

It is not that our judges are not hard working or
efficient; the great majority of them are. But we
are a country with a vast population that is used
to thinking that the court will resolve disputes
with whoever it may be — neighbour,
shareholder, supplier, government, et al. We have
one of the lowest judge to population ratios — 21
judges for every million citizens. And we rely on
the adversarial system which means that virtually
every case sees multiple interim applications
during its passage, and plural appeals after the
first passage is crossed. We also have shortages of
infrastructure and capacity, in terms of brick and
mortar, and finance and human resources. Just
keeping the judiciary going on functional mode is
a Herculean task — so daunting by itself that
reform and restructure, while certainly the
subject of well meaning and some
well-thought-out initiatives, rarely gain the
prominence and push to make for system
game-changing.

Data governance is one field where sensible
classification will avoid repetitive engagement
and make for quicker disposal. Appointing retired
judges to serve in ad hoc capacity does help to
ameliorate the situation to a limited extent. Wider
perspective solutions would require a focus on
large swathes of litigation, for example, landlord
tenant disputes and cheque bouncing cases, to
see whether tweaking the law can make it less
than advantageous to have the matter taken to
court. Compensatory or even punitive costs are
commonly used abroad to deter frivolous or

Sriram Panchu

is a senior advocate
and Founder
President,
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The legal
system’s
haunting
backlog is a
problem with a
solution —
India needs to
look at
mediation

unnecessary litigation. We use them rarely since
we prize access to justice and want to avoid
roadblocks.

The elephant in the room is of course the
government. Being a player in nearly half the
disputes coming to court, reform will be stunted
unless it learns to litigate less and becomes more
amenable to settlement options. There is hope on
this latter score, but for now, we move to another
possibility for reform.

This is the gigantic backlog, the enormous
waiting room, with its cavernous vaults and
storage shelves and racks bursting with the claims
for redress and justice of millions of citizens and
causes. Long stay here is by itself denial of justice.
Sometimes when the case is dusted for delivery
to the judge’s table, the cause is forgotten or less
crucial, or the original proponents are in another
world, hopefully a litigation free one. But it is this
spectre of unfinished business, a too obvious sign
of failure of delivery, that haunts judges. There is
nothing good about the backlog.

The pitch for mediation
But there may be. Unlikely as this may sound at
first, this may be yet another instance of a
problem masking a solution. Let us consider the
process of mediation. Nascent and fledgling in the
1990s, mediation started to make its mark in
2005 in India, primarily as an adjunct of the
court sector. Lawyer led and judge guided, it
provided the opportunity for disputants to sit
with a trained neutral, in an atmosphere of
confidentiality, with no one imposing a result;
just a bit of guidance and nudging to make the
parties come up with options for a practical, fair
and mutually acceptable solution. A focus on
long-term interests, some legal realism and a dose
of the rather grim alternatives to settlement
propel the shift from attacking the other to jointly
attacking the problem. The cases come from a
swathe of civil and commercial, personal and
property, and matrimonial and mercantile
disputes.

The results are encouraging. So too is the

ready adoption by the Bar of this alternative (now
christened as appropriate) method of dispute
resolution, as witnessed by the thousands of
willing mediators. It has now to move to
full-fledged professional avenues, drawing in
better usage from business, government and
other disputants, and in the process, providing
gainful remuneration to practitioners of this new
vocation. But certainly, mediation has caught on
in the judicial system, and there is hardly any
judge who does not speak of its merits and how it
is the way of the future.

Getting it to work

So, to get to the point, finally. For the judge the
backlog is a burden. For the mediator, it is a
treasure trove. In front of us, or rather hidden in
courtly dungeons, are the hundreds of cases
which just have to be assigned to mediators to
handle. And the mediators are there in sufficient
numbers and backed by years of experience. All it
needs is a simple system of primary identification
of these cases, asking parties to choose their
mediator or assigning them a trained and
experienced one, and ensuring that a reasonable
fee is paid for the service. When you compare the
cost of mediating a case, for the system and for
the parties, it is a fraction of litigating that case.
You do not need vast logistical and administrative
infrastructure, and you are saved multiple
hearings spread over indeterminable time spans.
Most cases in mediation take just a handful of
sessions; complex ones take more but this is
nothing when compared to the boxes of litigative
papers to deal with and the swallowing up of
calendars. And when it works, the results
achieved in mediation outweigh by far anything
you can get in litigation — not just a practical
solution which both parties accept, but often a
restoration of relationships.

So, perhaps it is time we take the keys,
rechristen our chamber of horrors as the birthing
place for mediations, and apply the principle by
which mediators live and work — turning the
problem into the opportunity for solution.

Converting Court Case Backlogs into Treasure Troves
ST ATHAT & dfad ST 1 Aeaars Gae H qgere
The Persistent Backlog in India’s Legal System

RT T TS YOTTell A SINNAR SGdT dfed ATHAT T §I5T

Every Chief Justice of India (CJI) faces the challenge of case backlogs

upon assuming office.
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$T Al F1 WA F T

The backlog is immense:

Supreme Court has 82,000 pending cases.

High Courts have over 62 lakh pending cases.

Lower courts have nearly 5 crore pending cases.

50 lakh cases have been pending for more than 10 years.

oifed el B dEdr Sg 3 &
o FUH FIEF 82,000 AAA Wi
o ITT T H 62 @ & IHF A @]
o fAael sreTeral & FereET 5 FNS AW dfad|
o 50 @M@ A 10 A1 & 318« a#7 & dfd|

O O O O

Challenges in the Adversarial System

et = gomrelt #r getfoar

Judges in India are hardworking and efficient, but the large population and low
judge-to-population ratio (21 judges per million people) cause delays.

HRT & FArTeRr Agerdt AR Fearer ¢, et 3t SerwEan 3k Fa Farreier e
(9 10 @ 9t 9T 21 F=rameier) & FT FROT I E

The adversarial system encourages multiple interim applications and several
appeals, prolonging cases.

e yorrel & #¢ 3raf# 3mdes ik e fove o €, 9w AT O @HT a%
ToI B

Shortage of infrastructure, funding, and human resources further adds to the
backlog.

Iqaiea gy g, ue AR AT wae o F@fed Ae B FEET # e §

Possible Solutions to Reduce Backlog

dfad ATHAY Y FH FT & FAfIT TATT

1. Efficient Data Governance and Case Classification.

g 22T geue 3R ATHAT FT FaffRor

Better classification of cases can prevent repetitive litigation and enable faster
disposal.

HAE! FT dgaT FeTHI0T AGUT A AT FheA! H AF Fhal ¢ IR sl & fagera
gfafaa #T wwar ¢
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2. Appointing Retired Judges for Ad Hoc Roles
Qarfaga = v srearh AgiEa

o Retired judges can be appointed in ad hoc capacities to clear the backlog faster.
Jarfagd s @ el gfFa dfea Al # ast @ fAges § 7eg W
a&dt Bl

3. Reforming Laws to Discourage Litigation

qFGAT F galcATed F1 & fAT Feg@l F FUR

e Laws should be tweaked to prevent unnecessary litigation, particularly in:
o Landlord-tenant disputes.
o Cheque bouncing cases.

farafaf@a amet & saraeas gheaAl F JFa & AT FegEr & sgomg fFe
<1 G T L

o A Afas-FRRER {ag|

o UF q3F A

e Compensatory and punitive costs, as seen in other countries, should be imposed to
deter frivolous cases.

3= gt 1 v wias iR dsTeHs anra oeS S AT ATt daetE & qHGA!
&I AT ST T |

4. Government Must Reduce lIts Litigation Load

TIHEN P JYA FHGAT A AT FA L&A AT

e The government is involved in nearly 50% of court cases.

TSR AN 50% ATHeAT & TTHR gt §
e Reforming government litigation and promoting alternative dispute resolution
mechanisms can significantly reduce case backlogs.

TIENT FFesAl A FUR 3R dwfeusw Rare e dF # 9gmar 3T didd A &
FTHY &G dF HH F ol T

Backlogs: A Missed Opportunity?
ST AT T QAT g3 IHTAT?

e The massive backlog of cases represents millions of citizens seeking justice.
dfea AT 1 HRY Si5r F9 A gedleT F @ a@ AR w1 gfafafted s g

e Delayed justice is denied justice—by the time many cases reach a verdict, the
original issue becomes irrelevant, or the litigants are no longer alive.
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Refaa =, s & ¥ fiar ¥— F Al F el e dh FgET IS
8 ST § A1 HFEAT a5a A sqfad Shfdd 78t W

The judiciary must turn this backlog into an opportunity by implementing
systematic reforms for faster and more efficient case resolution.

FAuIfaET F 56 dfad Az F JFE F qgeer AR I AN F 3R Few g
e & fav syafPya gur any F =ifze)

The Pitch for Mediation: Turning Problems into Solutions
ACITYAT AT T FEHA: TATIIAT Y FATUT H qGelall

The Evolution of Mediation in India
HRT H ACITYAT 1 e

Mediation in India started as a nascent concept in the 1990s but gained prominence
in 2005 as a court-adjunct process.

ART F ALTEYAT 1990 & g # YRS TR X ot dfhad 2005 & 3@ ~aaTe-
IR 9T & T 7 wegEar el

Lawyer-led and judge-guided, mediation offers a confidential environment where
disputing parties work with a trained neutral facilitator.

ghrel garT gaifad 3R et garn AR, Avaeyar v My araravor
YerT St ¥, ol Aarfea geT wRifla Avaey & a1y R A Searea 2

The process focuses on long-term interests, legal realism, and mutual problem-
solving rather than adversarial confrontation.

I yfohar dreefaa T, Fiefel aredidshdr 3R anffes TAEAT WA W Sigd g
¥, 7 & gfdededr @58 |

Encouraging Results and Growing Acceptance

sewTes aRom 3 e TR

Mediation has been successfully applied in civil, commercial, personal, property,
matrimonial, and business disputes.

HAEIEYAT F ARG, aIOfSaH, SqfFdad, U, daifgs 3R saau@s Rae) &
Aheldrqdeh o] fRar I g

Thousands of lawyers have embraced alternative dispute resolution (ADR), leading to
a growing pool of professional mediators.

BRI gl of dwfousw Rarg FATUE (ADR) &t 39T &, fad Aeaeyl i gear &
Tefer g% @

The next step is to expand mediation beyond the judiciary into business,
government, and community disputes, ensuring financial viability for mediators.
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Turning Court Backlogs into Mediation Opportunities

ATy A dfed ATHET ) ACIEIAT & a8 A qEore
e The judicial backlog is a burden for judges, but it can be a treasure trove for
mediators.
T A dfeg Aawa st & v aigr § s a8 Aegwyl F Qv quw a4
Fad g

e Courts hold millions of cases that can be assigned to trained mediators, significantly
reducing the case load.

IR 7 amaEY AT §, S yifea aegeat 1 |@iar s g@ar §, 599 At #1
ST FTHY g€ dF HA |

e Steps to integrate mediation:
o Identifying suitable cases for mediation.
o Allowing parties to select a mediator or assigning an experienced one.
o Ensuring reasonable fees for mediation services.

HEIEYAT 1 ] el & TAT 3HTETeh FHeH:

o AT ¥ AT 39gFad AT F g FIAT

o W& P HYAT HEATY oIl Y AT o1 AT Ueh o] ALIEY foigerey
YT |

o AEIEYar YarAt F fAv 3T Yo gARTT Fe|

Advantages of Mediation Over Litigation

HFCAATSN AT Jolal A ACITAAT F AT

e Mediation is faster and cost-effective:
o Requires fewer hearings and shorter resolution time.
o Avoids costly legal fees and logistical expenses.
o Helps parties reach a practical, fair, and mutually acceptable solution.

AeqTyar d« 3 Ferd &
o HH FAATS IR FA GHT H AT
o WEN FEEA Yok IR wArEfAF ANTT F q=mE|
o IR, fAsuer 3R IREIRSF T F FTHET FAYUE yIvd FA H A

e Preserves relationships: Unlike litigation, mediation helps restore trust between
parties, which is crucial in business, family, and property disputes.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page3 1

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

© TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
Patriotic (.- YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

D ONTACT: 9971932488

# Agg FI ¥, S cHaEr, TRaRe 3t Fufr Ramel & Agcaq #
e Reduces burden on the judicial system: Mediation frees up court resources,
allowing judges to focus on more complex legal issues.

TS JOITell W 137 FH FAT o ALIEYA ST F FAUAT FT FaFd FIT o,
e =araeher fte IR FEE AWEl | oA $RT F THT

Conclusion: A Future Built on Mediation

fosey: FegTyar smaRa sfasy

e The courtroom backlog crisis presents an opportunity to institutionalize mediation
as a mainstream dispute resolution mechanism.

AT # Afd Al A FHEE, AITYAT F FEIURT F ag qawe a7 F
 # TURT F F A G F B

e Byrebranding courtrooms as mediation hubs, the legal system can turn disputes
into opportunities for resolution.

rTerdl F ALIEAT Fa F T A IR F:E, =i yone Rawt #
AT & WA & qg Fhal g
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The U.S. visit, viewed through industry’s business lens

[GS Paper II: India-US |

rime Minister Narendra Modi’s brief and
P official working visit to the United States

last week was significant in many ways,
reiterating the strong bonds between the two
nations and igniting a new momentum in the
economic relationship. The visit was replete with
productive outcomes for industry of both sides,
with major announcements across trade,
defence, technology and energy.

From the perspective of Indian industry, the
initiatives announced are likely to help India itself
integrate more deeply into global supply chains,
boost its technology and innovation attainments,
and drive its participation in the defence
industrial sector.

Towards a trade push

First, it is a pivotal decision that there was an
initiation of the first phase of a Bilateral Trade
Agreement (BTA) to reduce trade barriers and
streamline regulatory processes. Such an
agreement would encourage United States
companies to invest in India which would include
the purposes of plugging India into their supply
chains. The $500 billion trade target by 2030 is
ambitious but possible, potentially with sectoral
sub-targets and easier cross-border procedures.

Several measures have already been taken to
address tariffs on both sides. The mention of
exporting industrial goods from the U.S. to India
and labour-intensive products from India to the
U.S. as well as agricultural products highlights
that exports from both sides would be
encouraged. This is supported by the intention to
encourage greenfield investments, including by
Indian companies in the U.S.

The Confederation of Indian Industry (CIT) had
endorsed this target in its report in 2020, and
believes that sectors such as IT, pharma,
garments and textiles, among several others,
would gain from the joint commitment to Mission
500.

While the U.S. market is already relatively open
to Indian exports, a well-structured BTA would be
mutually beneficial, particularly if it facilitates
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greater U.S. investment and technology transfers
to India.

A technology, defence and energy focus
Second, the U.S.-India Transforming the
Relationship Utilizing Strategic Technology
(TRUST) underscores the deepening strategic and
technological partnership between the two
nations and opens further avenues for private
sector cooperation with their governments and
academia. With a range of sectors identified such
as defence, artificial intelligence (AI),
semiconductors, quantum computing,
biotechnology, energy, and space, TRUST will
help foster closer innovation and technology
partnerships with U.S. tech giants. Additionally,
the INDUS Innovation initiative aims to accelerate
research and development in cutting-edge
sectors.

India is emerging as a key player in the Al
economy and the U.S.-India Roadmap on Al
Infrastructure is expected to attract investments
in data centres, computing power and Al models.
This initiative could enhance funding
opportunities for Indian startups in Al and
encourage significant investments in areas such
as fintech, healthtech, agritech and other
developmental solutions, not just for India but
also for the Global South.

Third, defence sector initiatives reinforce the
India-U.S. strategic partnership through
expanded technology transfers, joint production,
and industrial collaboration. The launch of a
10-year Framework for the U.S.-India Major
Defense Partnership this year signifies a
transformative shift in bilateral defence ties.
Agreements were reached for the co-production
of various systems which can promote indigenous
manufacturing, skill development, and economic
growth. With a potential for offset clauses, Indian
industry can gain hugely from the defence
agreements announced during the visit.

Fourth, energy cooperation was another
critical area of discussion, with a focus on
establishing long-term strategic linkages as India

seeks to diversify its energy sources. The leaders
underscored the importance of increasing
hydrocarbon production to enhance global
energy stability and affordability. India’s Union
Budget 2025-26 commits to collaborating with the
private sector on the development of small
modular reactors (SMRs), wherein U.S.
companies will play a vital role in advancing this
capability. Given India’s ambitious net-zero
targets, the U.S., with its vast natural gas reserves,
can serve as a reliable energy supplier,
strengthening India’s energy security.

Fifth, the two countries have pledged to
further the India-Middle East-Europe Economic
Corridor (IMEC) through joint infrastructure
projects. With both countries entering into
plurilateral arrangements in these regions,
infrastructure creation could be fast-tracked, with
possible spin-offs for the participation of Indian
industry in railways, roadways, smart cities and
industrial zones. The mention of undersea cables
connecting India and the U.S. would give impetus
to India’s digital economy and services exports as
well.

Links in higher education

Sixth, on education, the leaders decided to boost
higher education institutional cooperation, which
includes setting up of campuses by leading U.S.
educational institutions in India. This would
bring comfort to Indian students. Legal mobility
is expected to be streamlined as well.

Indian industry is committed to working with
both governments to maintain this momentum,
advocating pro-business policies and ensuring
industry feedback in implementation. With
collaborative spirit and sustained reform, the
benefits of this visit can be fully realised,
positioning India’s economy on a high-growth
trajectory. In sum, Mr. Modi's U.S. visit, viewed
through industry’s business lens, is more than a
diplomatic success. It is a blueprint for India to
leverage global partnerships in becoming an
economic powerhouse, innovating and
prospering in tandem with its strategic ally.

The U.S. visit, viewed through industry’s business lens

ARG AT, 35T F AR gfewr F @ T

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit

TETIHAT dA%g AR H IJmEm

e Brief and official working visit to the United States last week.

TgFd s AR At Gt Ak nfawie s I R aeaw)

e Strengthened ties between both nations and boosted economic relations.

a\aﬁ&%ﬁ#aﬁaﬁﬁuwgaﬁraﬁmﬁﬁtﬁﬁmﬁml
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e Major announcements across trade, defence, technology, and energy.
SR, 16T, Sy ik 337 & &t & wogw aiwyon? #r o8]
e Helped Indian industry integrate into global supply chains.

AR 3T A dRaw Iqfd @3t & vhiga F@ 7 Age e

Towards atrade push

AR Y Fe1aT &7 #1 feam &

o Initiation of the first phase of a Bilateral Trade Agreement (BTA).
cfagafisr SR @EEld (BTA) & 9ga =_OT Y o3|

e Will help reduce trade barriers and streamline regulatory processes.
SR et F FH F AR FImE afmanat s gaw ae § #ge feeh

e Encourages U.S. companies to invest in India and plug into Indian supply chains.
AR Fufaat #1 o & Ader A ik e gt y@er # afde F F
foe Siemfea forar

e $500 billion trade target by 2030 is ambitious but possible.

2030 dF $500 3R AR T&T HgcaTwial dAfhet HHTI
e Export of industrial goods from the U.S. and labour-intensive products from India.

TYFA U AR ¥ J@ifPe avgat &1 Aata Ak sRa @ sy 3eel &

el

e Encourages greenfield investments, including Indian companies investing in the
U.S.
Madres fAder AN Nearfed A 7, Fwd AT Fufaat garr saRe & faer
anfaer §

e Sectors like IT, pharma, garments, textiles will benefit from Mission 500.

IS, BrAT, IR AR awT S & Fr AU 500 F AT g9

e U.S. market is already open to Indian exports; a structured BTA would be mutually
beneficial.

IARNF O’ vge @ @ Ry fafa & v ger ¥ & wR@Aa BTA Q& & faw
ATSTRRT g

A technology, defence, and energy focus

Hle @, @ 3R FaT | eaeT FRea

e U.S.-India Transforming the Relationship Utilizing Strategic Technology (TRUST)
strengthens strategic and technological ties.

3ARF-RT wiEfas wle@ifadhr (TRUST) d@aut # Aoqg Ft f1 Tgal
e Opens avenues for private sector cooperation with governments and academia.

el &7, WERY 3R FFeHe TEaEl & AT & AT IEd @dr gl
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o Focus on defence, Al, semiconductors, quantum computing, biotech, energy, and
space.

T, A geftrar (Al), e, Faes Fgfeer, e digfad, st ik safer «w
a1 Higal
e Fosters closer innovation and technology partnerships with U.S. tech giants.

AN aF=d Fufadl & a1y JaER #R e wEied Fr ggar &ar B

o INDUS Innovation Initiative aims to accelerate research and development.

INDUS FamaR Yge Iqaure AR e # aoF #: F1 7a7 @ ol

The U.S. visit, viewed through industry’s business lens

3ARFT AT, 36T &F AR gRePor F @t 7

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit
T sg A FHr g
o Brief and official working visit to the United States last week.
TgF TT AR A w@ftred iR wfrwRe FF amEr Rea g
e Strengthened ties between both nations and boosted economic relations.
et aet & dra way FoeE §u AR nfde weul A wgrar B
e Major announcements across trade, defence, technology, and energy.
SR, 8T, e 3 st & &=t & gg@ awond #r 7F)
e Helped Indian industry integrate into global supply chains.

AR 3T : dRgw Mgt Hwanst & vhgd F@ § Age A

Towards a trade push

AR HY Fo1aT o1 $1 feam &

o Initiation of the first phase of a Bilateral Trade Agreement (BTA).
cfauelar saaR wHEEld (BTA) & Ugel =0T T Y3

e Will help reduce trade barriers and
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NMC’s guidelines for
disabled candidates
arbitrary, rules SC

GS Paper lI: FRs and
DPSP

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court in a
judgment on Friday found
the National Medical Com-
mission (NMC)’s eligibility
conditions that candidates
with disabilities must have
“both hands intact, with
intact sensation and suffi-
cient strength” for admis-
sion to MBBS course arbi-
trary and antithetical to
the Constitution.

“A prescription such as
‘both hands intact’ reeks of
ableism and has no place
in a statutory regulation. In
fact, it has the effect of de-
nuding the rights guaran-
teed under the Constitu-
tion and the Rights of
Persons With Disabilities
Act and makes a mockery
of the principle of reasona-
ble accommodation,” a
Bench of Justices B.R. Ga-
vai and K.V. Viswanathan
held.

Justice  Viswanathan,
who authored the judg-
ment, held that the view ta-
ken by the National Medi-
cal Commission (NMC)
breached Article 41 of the
Constitution, which gua-
rantees the right to work,
education, and public as-
sistance, and the princi-
ples enshrined in the Unit-
ed Nations Convention on
the Rights of Persons with

A prescription such
as ‘both hands intact’
reeks of ableism and
has no place in a
statutory regulation

Disabilities. “It propagates
that persons with typical
abilities and with faculties
similar to what the majori-
ty may have or somehow
superior,” Justice Viswa-
nathan wrote.

Aced NEET

The Bench was hearing the
case of a candidate who
suffered from 50% locomo-
tor disability and 20%
speech and language dis-
ability who aspired to be a
medical professional. The
candidate had cleared the
NEET with flying colours.
However, an Assessment
Board had found him in-
eligible to be a doctor due
to his disability. The Pun-
jab and Haryana High
Court had also rejected his
plea for relief.

“There cannot be a one
size fits all approach,” Jus-
tice Viswanthan observed,
confirming the candidate’s
admission to Government
Medical College, Sirohi, Ra-
jasthan. The court directed
NMC to revise its guide-
lines and report back on
March 3.
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NMC’s Guidelines for Disabled
Candidates Arbitrary, Rules SC

TATHAM & R[Aeanr 3FAlcanrt & fav
freanfader weae, e FE F1 e

The Supreme Court, in a judgment on
Friday, found the National Medical
Commission (NMC)’s eligibility conditions
that candidates with disabilities must have
“both hands intact, with intact sensation
and sufficient strength” for admission to
MBBS course arbitrary and antithetical to
the Constitution.

FAA FIE A YFaR F BT vF S & qr
f& i RfFcar 3maer (NMC) garr
TAAEITE 9SgsA A AU & fav Raamr
3FHIEART $ "l FTT FEl-FerAd, T
HaGT 3R gAed arFd ara g Y o
AR 3R TR F Rey

. “A prescription such as ‘both hands intact’ reeks
of ableism and has no place in a statutory regulation," the
court observed.

37CTod o el o "'gell gy WE-TerdAd oY o d
fasanrar & gfa dgsmaqet § 3R frdr duifaes e &
SHE g T el &l

. The Bench of Justices B.R. Gavai and K.V.
Viswanathan held that such a rule violates the rights

guaranteed under the Constitution and the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities Act.

rAfd IR, 7@ AR FA. Reaaraew i doa Fgr
5 g P gfeue 3 feuioes 3feR g

gaRT 9&d AAFRT T 3ecaa T 8
e Justice Viswanathan, who authored the judgment, stated that the National Medical
Commission (NMC) breached Article 41 of the Constitution, which guarantees the
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right to work, education, and public assistance.
A freaerye, fSiegiet I8 Hhaen fo@r, & #er & vavad & @ & s

41 FT Soo™d fRaT, S F1A, e 3 adafaE Fe—ar & JAWFR AT TIRE a1 T

The ruling emphasized that the NMC’s stance propagates the idea that only people
with “typical abilities” are somehow superior.

58 et 7 Fgr AT T veAuAd FT g7 gReRr 30 PR Y FgmEr a1 ¥ B daw
"HTHTTT STAAT3T drer T & Avs g &

Aced NEET
dfic qfieT # IeFse vedw

The Bench was hearing the case of a candidate with 50% locomotor disability and
20% speech and language disability, who aspired to be a medical professional.

dI5 U SFHIGaR & A A FAas F @ A, TR 509 afeeherar gaeht Rwamrar
3R 20% H9oT TE ST fAwdrar A, 3R S RfFcae 9a f gTeT I@ar on)

The candidate had cleared the NEET with flying colors, but an Assessment Board
declared him ineligible due to his disability.

3FAIGAR o AT qdeT AR FFT ¥ IA0T fr oA, AfheT o AE o 3@ RFaEEr
F FROT AT DT FT =

The Punjab and Haryana High Court had also rejected his plea for relief.

Yot 3R NI 3= ST A Y 356 tga H T @i #F & A

The Supreme Court ruled that "there cannot be a one-size-fits-all approach”,
confirming the candidate’s admission to Government Medical College, Sirohi,
Rajasthan.

e FE A FgT & v @ faww gt @@ aep ad & s gwar, iR sFfigar #v
TWHER AfFF Ficker, AR, Toreae & g gakeaa fram)

The court directed NMC to revise its guidelines and report back on March 3.

3ETId & TATAHT A1 39 Fenfadet fr wHleT = 3R 3 AR gF RAE &
forder faam
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ED imposes penalty
of I3 crore on BBC
World Service India

GS Paper ll:
mGovernance

BBC allegedly did not

NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Directo-
rate (ED) on Friday issued
an adjudication order levy-
ing a penalty of over 33.44
crore on BBC World Ser-
vice (WS) India, along with
a fine of 5,000 per day af-
ter October 15, 2021, till the
date of compliance, for the
alleged violation of the Fo-
reign Exchange Manage-
ment Act (FEMA) provi-
sions, according to agency
sources.

“Additionally, directors
Giles Antony Hunt, Indu
Shekhar Sinha, and Paul
Michael Gibbons, have
each been fined
%1,14,82,950 for their roles
in overseeing company op-
erations during the period
of contravention,” said a
source. The adjudication
proceedings were initiated
after a show-cause notice
was issued on August 4,
2023, to BBC WS India, its
three directors, and the fi-
nance head.

The agency noted that
on September 18, 2019, the
Department for Promotion
of Industry and Internal
Trade had issued a press
note stipulating a 26% Fo-
reign Direct Investment
cap for digital media under
the government approval
route. However, the ED has

reduce its FDI to
26%, violating the
rules issued by the
Government of India

alleged that BBC WS India
— which is a100% FDI com-
pany engaged in upload-
ing/streaming news and
current affairs through dig-
ital media — did not reduce
its FDI to 26%, and kept it
at 100% in “gross violation
of regulations” issued by
the Government of India.

In February 2023, the
Income Tax Department
surveyed the Delhi and
Mumbiai offices of the BBC
on suspicion of “deliberate
non-compliance with the
transfer pricing rules and
vast diversion of profits”.

In December 2023, the
BBC announced that it was
restructuring its opera-
tions in India to comply
with the country’s foreign
investment rules. “Four
employees will leave the
BBC to form a wholly In-
dian-owned company, Col-
lective Newsroom, con-
taining the BBC’s six Indian
language services. The
broadcaster’s English lan-
guage newsgathering oper-
ation in India will remain
with the BBC,” said a BBC
report.
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ED Imposes Penalty of ¥3 Crore on BBC

World Service India

Yad« fagemery (ED) A didid ges wfaw
3T W I3 FAT FT JATAT ST

The Enforcement Directorate (ED) on Friday
iIssued an adjudication order levying a penalty
of over ¥3.44 crore on BBC World Service (WS)
India.

Yol faeRrmers (ED) & AR & v favky
e S HY Al g8 Ffaw (WS) sf39rT )
¥3.44 FU3 { HUF FT JAAT =TI

. Additionally, a fine of ¥5,000 per day was imposed after
October 15, 2021, till the date of compliance, for the alleged
violation of the Foreign Exchange Management Act (FEMA)
provisions, according to agency sources.

$H& 3elraT, 15 aga} 2021 & a1 ¥ YeAw e 25,000 F7
STATAT SEIRT 91T, ST deh foh Tzt o1 arerel 161 feam ara,
FiTeh fadelt AeT weeer sffaer (FEMA) & wraumit & wRe
Jedds HI 3RT AT

. “Additionally, directors Giles Antony Hunt, Indu
Shekhar Sinha, and Paul Michael Gibbons have each been
fined ¥1,14,82,950 for their roles in overseeing company
operations during the period of contravention,” said a source.

"$HF HolmaT, fAdAF IEeH vyl ge, §g AWy fewr AR g
AHA Pedeqw T IAF 1 T1,14,82,950 FT STATAT AT
AT FifR I Seoud $T AW F ST FaAT FETT
fmret #T @ A gF A Fal

The adjudication proceedings were initiated after a show-cause notice was issued
on August 4, 2023, to BBC WS India, its three directors, and the finance head.

favtr watft FrREd a9 gE TS S 4 e 2023 F i ws s guw A

gt 3R e wog@ # FRoT qant Afew S B @)

The agency noted that on September 18, 2019, the Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) had issued a press note stipulating a 26%
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) cap for digital media under the government approval

route.
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T F Fam fF 18 Rder 2019 i 35T 30X aR® AR @ @smr (DPIT)
ST W Ale I F Bfoead AR F 26% vegar [geft @der (FD) f dATH
WFR A A afFar & dga Afaard R

e However, the ED alleged that BBC WS India — which is a 100% FDI company
engaged in uploading/streaming news and current affairs through digital media —

did not reduce its FDI to 26% and kept it at 100% in “gross violation of regulations”
issued by the Government of India.

grefifer, ED & 3R eamar fF iy ws fEam, &Y 100% FDI arel Fuet § 3ilv
Bfoea A3y & Arcyw ¥ AR 3R FAEARE gearHt # gaia FA g S
39+t FDI #Y 26% d%F FH gl far 3T 3§ 100% FAT T@T, S AR EEHR GaRT
SR At &1 MR Iedad g

e In February 2023, the Income Tax Department surveyed the Delhi and Mumbai

offices of the BBC on suspicion of “deliberate non-compliance with the transfer
pricing rules and vast diversion of profits”.

wEd 2023 #, IFHT T A At F ool iR #a§ FrATeat f ST A, T@ A
gl W T " gFaiearor #qed AuRer At #1 Ieage edus fFar = ik a3
YATA O A HT GEIAT EIHT |

e In December 2023, the BBC announced that it was restructuring its operations in
India to comply with the country’s foreign investment rules.

fewar 2023 #, el A Giwom A B 98 wRT F IS FEATAT FT [AISA FW W T
dries &er & el frder A=t &1 arerer frar ST |

¢ “Four employees will leave the BBC to form a wholly Indian-owned company,
Collective Newsroom, containing the BBC’s six Indian language services. The
broadcaster’s English language newsgathering operation in India will remain with
the BBC,” said a BBC report.

"R FAAH AN BzF v gff /e ¥ JRAT TR are F9h, Fafdea
o eH, gared, s AR 7 o7 dRAT syt F Faw anfAre gief S w7
IS FARR Hholdl TATAT ART & A F Gy a7 @, A R F Fgr
|
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Malhotra sees lower
policy rate ‘appropriate’

GS Paper Il: Monetary
riPolicy

MUMBAI

Supporting growth
through monetary easing
was the prime motivation
behind the six-member
Monetary Policy Commit-
tee’s (MPC) unanimous de-
cision to vote for a rate cut,
minutes of the MPC meet-
ing revealed.
“Domestically, there is a
need to preserve the high
growth momentum, while
maintaining price stability,

necessitating  monetary
policy to use various policy
instruments to maintain
the inflation-growth ba-
lance,” RBI Governor and
MPC member Sanjay Mal-
hotra said in his statement.

“Given the macroeco-
nomic outlook when infla-
tion is expected to align
with the target, and recog-
nising that monetary poli-
cy is forward-looking, I
view a lower policy rate to
be more appropriate in the
current juncture,” he said.

Malhotra Sees Lower Policy
Rate ‘Appropriate’

FAegrT o Sifasrd T & w#AT &
‘3 AT

Supporting growth through
monetary easing was the prime
motivation behind the six-member
Monetary Policy Committee’s (MPC)
unanimous decision to vote for a
rate cut, minutes of the MPC
meeting revealed.

HAifgsd Tgorar & AeIH ¥ FF T #1
AT T Sg-geedy Alfgw Afa
afafa (MPC) & wdwena favkr &
S g7 won o, fwe Aifaera

# Feldt & gaT A AqGE a1 3141, I§ MPC do & RAeicq & @A«

3Tl

o “Domestically, there is a need to preserve the high growth momentum, while
maintaining price stability, necessitating monetary policy to use various policy
instruments to maintain the inflation-growth balance,” RBI Governor and MPC
member Sanjay Malhotra said in his statement.

"B T UT, 3T RS AfA A FAC T@AT IraeTF @, S qed e giatkaa
& g, oraa AltE Afa F _ffe Aifa st F 1 sgahr wggehfa-Re
Helel qATC T@A AT AERTSHAT sl §," AR TR 3 MPC HeE:T Horg
HASRHAT o 3Tl §ATH H gl

o “Given the macroeconomic outlook when inflation is expected to align with the
target, and recognising that monetary policy is forward-looking, | view a lower
policy rate to be more appropriate in the current juncture,” he said.

"SIq FARE NfAF REHr F IFTAR AFERY T80T F HTET @R A FHIEAT
3R 77 #ed ge % AR Afa sfsg & 3k qad @ F adee aRieufa A5
Afaord X # 3f0F sUgTFa Aar §" 36l Fell
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(GS Paper I1l: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, 1IS)

1. Opposition criticises Home Ministry for inefficiency,
flags underutilisation of funds / faq&r a g HaTeTT HY

IFAAT HT ITAITAT A, &l FT FH 3GANT FIA HT IRT

ol ITAT
2. Amid growing threat from drones, Army to strengthen

its air defence / 31T ¥ Fod @AY & & Ja1 A=Al aY
&Il F Ao FHLM
3. RBI to infuse liquidity via $10 bn USD-INR swap deal /

RBI $10 fafeast USD-INR T9 3 & SART aIedT Sereem
4. RBI to infuse liquidity via $10 bn USD-INR swap deal /

RBI $10 fafeasT USD-INR TT dfer & SIRT aerdar sereem
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Opposition criticises Home
Ministry for inefficiency, flags
underutilisation of funds

|GS Paper Ill: Budget

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Home Ministry faced
criticism for “inefficiency”
during a meeting of the
Parliamentary  Standing
Committee on Home Af-
fairs on Friday, as Opposi-
tion members flagged the
underutilisation of funds
allocated for critical areas
such as the Nirbhaya Fund
for women safety schemes
and prison modernisation.
They also pointed out that
there has been no signifi-
cant budgetary allocation
to conduct the long-over-
due Census.

The panel headed by
BJP MP Radha Mohan Das
Agrawal is examining the
202526 Budget of the
Home Ministry.

According to a source,
MPs from the Trinamool
Congress raised concerns
over the underutilisation
of Nirbhaya Fund, pointing
out that nearly two-thirds
of the amount had not
been used. The Ministry
uses this fund to imple-
ment projects that make ci-

Ajay Maken

ties safer for women. Simi-
larly, for modernisation of
prisons, the budgetary al-
location for 2024-25 was
%300 crore but only 75
crore was utilised.

The members also ques-
tioned the nearly 80% in-
crease in the budget for
“Border Infrastructure and
Management”, which saw
an allocation of ¥5,597.25
crore in 2025-26, an in-
crease of ¥1,840.74 crore
from the ¥3,756.51 crore al-
located last year. “No ex-
planation was forthcoming
as to what the government
plans to do. For a State like
ours which shares an ex-
tensive border with Ban-

gladesh, we should be kept
in the loop,” a senior Trina-
mool Congress MP said.

The members also ex-
pressed concern over the
absence of any significant
allocation for conducting
the Census. “The Census
was due to be conducted in
2021, it is already long
overdue. This year’s Bud-
get also shows that the go-
vernment is not prepared
to hold the Census. Not
holding Census delays de-
limitation and therefore al-
so implementation of the
Women’s Reservation Bill
that the government
passed with pomp and
show,” a senior Opposition
leader said.

Congress MP Ajay Ma-
ken expressed concern ov-
er the high rate of crimes
against women and chil-
dren in the national capital
and the Delhi Police’s re-
cord on the pendency of
cases. A BJP MP also urged
the Home Ministry to re-
view its decisions to main-
tain the barricades at the
Singhu border in light of
the farmers’ protest.

Opposition criticises
Home Ministry for
inefficiency, flags
underutilisation of
funds

faqer & 78 FATETT
IHAAAT HT A=A
$T, T HT HHA ITANT
Hlel BT T ST

Home Ministry Criticized for
Inefficiency

6 HATTT Y AT A TS
et % faw

. The Home Ministry faced
criticism for “inefficiency” during a
meeting of the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Home
Affairs on Friday.

3§ FATET HT YHAR &N G AHeA
$r gEdT IR gfafa & dow A
"ITeTHAT & foIT 3TelT=AT &l ATHaAT

ERGIRE]N

. Opposition members flagged
the underutilization of funds
allocated for critical areas such as

the Nirbhaya Fund for women safety schemes and prison modernisation.
fqueh wewat @ Afgar gram Aot & fov et &3 3 e sryfadeor sa
FAgcaqur & & fow Jmafead ARt & 3mged el 1 Aggr 3o

e They also pointed out that there has been no significant budgetary allocation to conduct

the long-overdue Census.

3ogiel g Y Sar 6 o9 HT ¥ dfad Fereroret i 3G #e & o #i
FAgcaqUT TSI 3faee g fhar a3 g
e The panel, headed by BJP MP Radha Mohan Das Agrawal, is examining the 2025-26
Budget of the Home Ministry.
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eTer, fSTEehT TETRTAT HISTIT HIAS MUT AIgel M AT Y ¢ &, I FAT H

2025-26 ¥oI€ T ST T T@T 2

¢ MPs from Trinamool Congress raised concerns over the underutilisation of Nirbhaya
Fund, pointing out that nearly two-thirds of the amount had not been used.

qUIAE A & Fiwel o AT B3 & 3vgFd WA e &1 S, I8 Tad gy
for TR &1 arererer &Y faer$ RReam @F #ET fonar arr

e The Ministry uses this fund to implement projects that make cities safer for women.

HIATCT $H B3 HT 39T Hige3i & foIv et T GI&IA Follel dTell TR Y
AN A & fow T g

o Similarly, for the modernisation of prisons, the budgetary allocation for 2024-25 was
%300 crore, but only ¥75 crore was utilised.

g8l TG, 2024-25 & [T ST 3MYTAhInor & T ST 3Maeel 300 FNF AT, olfche
haol 75 HUS HT g 39T fhar =T 2|

e The members also questioned the nearly 80% increase in the budget for “Border
Infrastructure and Management,” which saw an allocation of ¥5,597.25 crore in 2025-26,
an increase of ¥1,840.74 crore from %3,756.51 crore allocated last year.

HeHdt o "HAT AT gt AR geUe & AT seie A SerseT 80% it W o Hare
3aT0, TA# 2025-26 & 35,597.25 FAS T 3Tded fhAT 3T §, o Noo av &
%3,756.51 FU3 { 1,840.74 FUS T g &

¢ “No explanation was forthcoming as to what the government plans to do. For a State like
ours which shares an extensive border with Bangladesh, we should be kept in the loop,”
a senior Trinamool Congress MP said.

"SH 1 P PIg TISE AT A6l HelT o PR FIT ATl &1 W@l ol gAR o
Usd & AU, St eceer & H1Y T faegd AT §Is &ar ¢, 54 38 Uishar &
AAS AT ST <AMRT," Ueh IS JOIHE FTAH WG o gl

e The members also expressed concern over the absence of any significant allocation for
conducting the Census.

HEET & STAMOTAT AT A o v fonelt Ageaqol rdee &1 equreufa @1 o
fiar sgea |

o “The Census was due to be conducted in 2021, it is already long overdue. This year’s
Budget also shows that the government is not prepared to hold the Census. Not holding
Census delays delimitation and therefore also implementation of the Women’s

Reservation Bill that the government passed with pomp and show,” a senior Opposition
leader said.

"STSTITOTT 2021 H 3MRANTSIT &7 S o, I8 gga & F1hr gHT ¥ dfed g1 39 av &1
gorc oY fewrar § & TaR S99 3mAfad e & T IR A87 §1 STeI9morEr o
glel @ WA A S gIch § 3R safov Afgar ameror e oy & 7 o 3O
gidl &, [ "R & e @ 9iid fohar ar" veh ass fauedt sdr o el
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Congress MP Ajay Maken expressed concern over the high rate of crimes against
women and children in the national capital and the Delhi Police’s record on the

pendency of cases.

FAF TS IAT ATl A TS ToTer=y F ARGt 3R s=at & w3t $Hir
3= X 3R fReeel gferm & Amell & ofdd @ & Repfs X Riar saera #

A BJP MP also urged the Home Ministry to review its decisions to maintain the
barricades at the Singhu border in light of the farmers’ protest.

T HTSTIT HG o framen & ey & AcdsTor g diem W SReFsw sae we &

oo ATt T GeRIaeiehe e & T ag AT @ 31erE fahar|

Amid growing threat from drones,
Army to strengthen its air defence

|GS Paper IlI: Defence

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

Amid the exponential
growth in disruptive tech-
nologies such as drones,
loitering munitions, and
counter-drone  systems,
the Army’s Air Defence is
gearing up to induct new
fragmentation ammuni-
tion for its air defence guns
— approximately 1,300 in
service — while also push-
ing for new systems to
tackle the evolving aerial
threat.

The Army is also set to
finalise a contract for the
indigenously  developed
Quick Reaction Surface-to-
Air Missile (QRSAM) sys-
tem within the next four to
five months.

With a range of 30 km,
the QRSAM, being deve-
loped by the Defence Re-
search and Development
Organisation (DRDO), has
been a priority for the Ar-
my. “We are hoping to get
the contract in place in

ke

The Army is set to finalise a pact
for the indigenously developed
QRSAM system in a few months.

four to five months. DRDO
said that once the contract
is done, First of Prototype
Model (FoPM) will be there
in 12 months because we
already trial-evaluated the
equipment. So, in 18
months they would be able
to produce... and eventual-
ly have in both wheeled
and tracked configurations
subsequently,”  Director-
General of Army Air De-
fence (AAD) Lt. Gen. Sum-
er Ivan D’Cunha said on
Friday.

In addition, an en-
hanced version of the
Akash missile, is set for
high-altitude trials in the
next 45 days.

‘Huge revolution’
Referring to the recent
growth in the use of
drones, especially in the
war in Ukraine, Lt. Gen.
D’Cunha said they did not
know the quantity and
quality they were going to
face. “We grew up in an en-
vironment where you
could quantify air threat in
terms of aircraft. Today the
quantification is becoming
a challenge. And the quali-
ty of what this is going to
carry is a bigger chal-
lenge,” he said.

“We have a huge revolu-
tion in military affairs in
warfare and disruptive
technologies by drones,
single drones, loiter muni-
tions, smart drones. We
have the whole capability
manifesting; we really got a
disruptive warfare air de-

fence challenge,” the top
officer said.

Lt. Gen. D’Cunha said
air burst ammunition, las-
er and microwave wea-
pons, and smart ammuni-
tion were in various stages
of procurement. While
high-end air defence sys-
tems were being upgraded,
equipping existing L-70
and Zu-23 air defence guns
with air burst ammunition
was a priority, he said.

A tender has already
been floated for 30mm
fragmentation —ammuni-
tion for the existing vintage

S.

A Request For Proposal
for a successor gun to re-
place the L70 and Zu-23
was already out for 220
guns along with smart am-
munition. Trials were ex-
pected to commence in Ju-
ly, with a contract likely to
be awarded by May-June
2026, Lt. Gen. D’Cunha
said, adding that they were
not looking to import any

guns.

Amid growing
threat from
drones, Army to
strengthen its air
defence

gl & ded @
& drg a1 9=
arg T&Tl H Asqd
Lagil

Army's Air Defence
Gearing Up for New
Technologies

a1 1 TR BhA 7
sefafe & R dar
We

. Amid the exponential

growth in disruptive
technologies such as

drones, loitering munitions, and counter-drone systems, the Army’s Air Defence is
gearing up to induct new fragmentation ammunition for its air defence guns —
approximately 1,300 in service — while also pushing for new systems to tackle the
evolving aerial threat.

el dieaifafeat S g, dfseRer Fyfaeew 3N sEe-gw Rvew s d
e & dra, Jar B TR B 30eh R B%E 1w & v 79 et sgfaere
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¥ e & fav Av Bresw F Jorar Y ¢ W &

The Army is also set to finalise a contract for the indigenously developed Quick
Reaction Surface-to-Air Missile (QRSAM) system within the next four to five months.

T 3T IR ¥ 9T Al & Tt f+RAT Quick Reaction Surface-to-Air Missile

(QRSAM) faFed & AT T 3geer W 3ifad AU ofe arelr gl

With a range of 30 km, the QRSAM, being developed by the Defence Research and
Development Organisation (DRDO), has been a priority for the Army.

30 farel &1 I T QRSAM, oIl 1T Jrewener 3R ¥ Harser (DRDO) SarT
faerfaa forar o @ &, 31 & forw wrafdsar @r gl

“We are hoping to get the contract in place in four to five months. DRDO said that once
the contract is done, First of Prototype Model (FoPM) will be there in 12 months
because we already trial-evaluated the equipment. So, in 18 months they would be able
to produce... and eventually have in both wheeled and tracked configurations
subsequently,” said Director-General of Army Air Defence (AAD) Lt. Gen. Sumer
Ivan D’Cunha on Friday.

"§H 3FAG A T § AR { 9T AR F IEEY QT gl S| DRDO o gl fah v
SR Y g Sl & d1q, Prototype Model (FOPM) 12 #@et & 3uclsty glam &ifeh
§Hel UEeT &1 3YSIUT & TETOT FHeAiohed fohaT 1 al, 18 AL & I 3culgel aXel H
e giar... 3R g F il fies 3T ¢ FITHINAA H 3T & SATTI," Vol TR
fB%w (AAD) & fders-gee dffedic Foe gAY 3amT A Feer ol YHaR 1 Fgl|

In addition, an enhanced version of the Akash missile is set for high-altitude trials in
the next 45 days.

SH% AR, AT RAST FT TFH Ieold FEHIOT 33Tt 45 AT 7 3Ta-Fa1$ gdiaor
& T Jar &

‘Huge revolution’ in Military Affairs

=7 At & Qe #wifa

Referring to the recent growth in the use of drones, especially in the war in Ukraine, Lt.
Gen. D’Cunha said they did not know the quantity and quality they were going to face.

Affeedic Feer FrFeeT o Tl H o & GRIA 31T o 3UeT H grfarar gefer &1 ek
W?W%ﬁﬂﬁﬂ%ﬁ?ammﬂlﬁ?gulddlEFI'{-IIHo-IIEFbTI

“We grew up in an environment where you could quantify air threat in terms of aircraft.
Today the quantification is becoming a challenge. And the quality of what this is going to
carry is a bigger challenge,” he said.

"gH TN AGT H 93 §U T ST 31T Al R B AA= F HeHd A AT dhd A
3Mfehel Ig HATIAT Ueh eilcll Seicl ST 6T &1 3R S o 8 Tg oIt 3meam, 3qehr
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“We have a huge revolution in military affairs in warfare and disruptive technologies by
drones, single drones, loiter munitions, smart drones. We have the whole capability
manifesting; we really got a disruptive warfare air defence challenge,” the top officer
said.

faemer Fifa T= A Fer W &1 AR I QX &HAT The @ W §; adT 7 g
fEeaY Jeur arg T ol FT AHAT FE 935 @7 &, MY 3w F e

Lt. Gen. D’Cunha said air burst ammunition, laser and microwave weapons, and
smart ammunition were in various stages of procurement.

dAffeae Seva NAFeeT o del fh TR T G, Ao 3R AT AR, 3K
TAE IFgfoverst [afdest Tl gishansit & =oi # g

While high-end air defence systems were being upgraded, equipping existing L-70 and
Zu-23 air defence guns with air burst ammunition was a priority.

ST 3T-ERIT T f3the [@eesry &l 3ol fohar T @1 T, a8 Alsiar L-70 3R Zu-
23 TR F3%W I I TAX TEE TG § o AT FrAfAhar o

A tender has already been floated for 30mm fragmentation ammunition for the
existing vintage guns.

Hisler U 9 & forw 30 e heeitee sl & foT weer € Uk EsT ST R
ST g g

A Request For Proposal (RFP) for a successor gun to replace the L70 and Zu-23 was
already out for 220 guns along with smart ammunition.

L70 3R Zu-23 FT deale & ToIT Teh SRITUSRT T & TolT Request For Proposal
(RFP) Ugel 8 220 el & foIT ST foham ST gl 8, A1 &1 TATE 3rgfaereT & arY|

Trials were expected to commence in July, with a contract likely to be awarded by May-
June 2026.

TS F qleToT I Bl h1 FHIGAT AT, 3R IreIaer Havae: #E-ST 2026 T fem
SITUAT |
Lt. Gen. D’Cunha said that they were not looking to import any guns.

Affesic Sevd NFeera Tl foh T HS 3N 77 AT & 7GR 78 = 7@ &
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RBI to infuse liquidity via
$10 bn USD-INR swap deal

The move is expected to have short-term positive impact on Rupee, mitigate pressure on the

currency during periods of foreign fund outflows and prevent excessive volatility in exchange rate

GS Paper lll: External
TheSector

MUMBAI

o meet durable li-
I quidity needs of
the system, the Re-

serve Bank of India (RBI)
has decided to infuse Ru-
pee liquidity for greater
duration through long-
term USD-INR Buy/Sell
swap auction.

Accordingly, the RBI will
conduct a USD-INR Buy/
Sell swap auction of $10 bil-
lion for a tenor of three
years.

The auction time has
been fixed from 10.30 am
to 11.30 am on February
28, 2025. The spot date is
March 4, 2025 and the far
leg date is March 6, 2028.

“The market partici-

Facing deficit

India’s banking system liquidity deficit was around 21.7 trillion
as of February 20 and is set to widen further moving into the last
month of the financial year when liquidity stress is maximum

3,000

Graph shows India’s banking
system liquidity (in 3 billion)
which remains in deficit since the
middie of December last year
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the premium that they are
willing to pay to the Re-
serve Bank for the tenor of
the swap, expressed in pai-
sa terms up to two decimal
places,” the RBI said in a
circular. “The auction cut-

would be a multiple-price
based auction, i.e., suc-
cessful bids will get accept-
ed at their respective quot-
ed premium,” it added.
This will be the second
swap auction by the RBI in

through a six-month swap.
Commenting on the de-
velopment Dilip Parmar,
Research Analyst, HDFC
Securities said, “There will
be a short-term positive
impact on the rupee. The
swap mechanism can help
stabilise the currency by
providing immediate li-
quidity support, thereby
mitigating the pressure on
the rupee during periods
of foreign fund outflows.”
“This temporary relief
can bolster market confi-
dence and prevent exces-
sive volatility in the ex-
change rate. Spot USD INR
can move towards 86.30,”
he said. According to an
RBI circular, Authorised
Dealers (ADs) - Category-1
banks will be the eligible

RBI to infuse
liquidity via $10
bn USD-INR
swap deal

RBI $10 faferasT
USD-INR ¥a9 Sier
& JIRT aedr

C Al ||

.

The move is expected
to have short-term
positive impact on
Rupee, mitigate
pressure on the
currency during
periods of foreign fund
outflows and prevent
excessive volatility in

pants will be required to  off would be based on the  a month. On January 31, it entities to participate
place their bids in terms of ~ premium. The auction had infused $5.1 billion in the auction. eXChange rate
3H FEH | TIT W
Heqdifad TFFRICHR THIT 954 1 37dlc ¢, At B8 & ey ae Y 3™ &

eRTeT HaT W gara FA gren AR RAfaws @ & scafas sftwrar s Q@ a1 a@am

RBI Infuses Liquidity Through USD-INR Swap Auction
IS A JUAS-AETCANR FAT At F ATETHA @ LA srelt

To meet durable liquidity needs of the system, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has
decided to infuse Rupee liquidity for greater duration through long-term USD-INR
Buy/Sell swap auction.

HRAT Rerd d& (IEams) A Beca 1 TR alear sdl & QU & & fav
EreepTioreh JUASN-HETANR TI/AT Fdq Aol & Aegsw § F9d T qeTdT STelel

o form &

Accordingly, the RBI will conduct a USD-INR Buy/Sell swap auction of $10 billion for a

tenor of three years.
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SHG 3TAR, R3S $10 FAfATeT 1 quadt-3msvaar afe w&aq e dfier ast

T 3a™ & fav IS |

e The auction time has been fixed from 10.30 am to 11.30 am on February 28, 2025. The
spot date is March 4, 2025 and the far leg date is March 6, 2028.

oremall T HAY 28 TN 2025 FI ga§ 10.30 g9t ¥ 11.30 a9t e et frar orr
g1 TUle 3T 4 AG 2025 ¢ IR BR 9T 3T 6 AT 2028 ¢

o “The market participants will be required to place their bids in terms of the premium that
they are willing to pay to the Reserve Bank for the tenor of the swap, expressed in
paisa terms up to two decimal places,” the RBI said in a circular.
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e “The auction cutoff would be based on the premium. The auction would be a multiple-
price based auction, i.e., successful bids will get accepted at their respective quoted
premium,” it added.
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e This will be the second swap auction by the RBI in a month. On January 31, it had
infused $5.1 billion through a six-month swap.
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e Commenting on the development, Dilip Parmar, Research Analyst, HDFC Securities,
said, “There will be a short-term positive impact on the rupee. The swap mechanism can
help stabilise the currency by providing immediate liquidity support, thereby mitigating
the pressure on the rupee during periods of foreign fund outflows.”
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e “This temporary relief can bolster market confidence and prevent excessive volatility in
the exchange rate. Spot USD INR can move towards 86.30,” he said.
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e According to an RBI circular, Authorised Dealers (ADs) — Category-1 banks will be
the eligible entities to participate in the auction.
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RBI cautions against
reckless financialisation

S Paper lll: Capital
AsiMarket

MUMBAI

Financial entities must en-
sure that their customers
fully understand the risks
of leveraged products and
speculative investing, RBI
Deputy Governor Rajesh-
war Rao said, highlighting
the vulnerabilities that
come from “reckless
financialisation.”

Mr. Rao acknowledged
the role of technology in fi-
nancial inclusion, but

warned that this could also
increase the risk of expo-
sure and over-leveraging.

This may increase the
vulnerabilities of indivi-
dual investors and broader
financial system. “It is said
that presence of too much
light can also lead to blind-
ness, we must be aware of
the risk of reckless finan-
cialisation,” he said.

Mr. Rao said financial
sector entities must shoul-
der some responsibility to
educate the investors.
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RBI cautions against reckless
financialisation
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RBI's Warning on Leveraged Products and
Speculative Investing
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. Financial entities must ensure that their customers
fully understand the risks of leveraged products and
speculative investing, RBI Deputy Governor
Rajeshwar Rao said, highlighting the vulnerabilities that
come from “reckless financialisation.”
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e Mr. Rao acknowledged the role of technology in financial inclusion, but warned that
this could also increase the risk of exposure and over-leveraging.
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e This may increase the vulnerabilities of individual investors and the broader financial
system.
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o “ltis said that the presence of too much light can also lead to blindness, we must be
aware of the risk of **reckless financialisation,” he said.
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e Mr. Rao said financial sector entities must shoulder some responsibility to educate the
investors.
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1. Senate confirms Kash Patel as FBI director / #lsiec o hrer
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Senate confirms Kash
Patel as FBI director

[PCS

Press Trust of India
NEW YORK

New FBI director Kash Pa-
tel has vowed to “rebuild”
trust in the bureau as he
becomes the first Indian-
American to lead the coun-
try’s premier law enforce-
ment agency after being
confirmed by the UL.S.
Senate.

The Republican-led Se-
nate narrowly voted to
confirm 44-year-old Patel
on Thursday. The Senate
voted 51 to 49 to confirm
Mr. Patel.

The nomination faced

Kash Patel

intense scrutiny from De-
mocrats on Capitol Hill
who have warned that Mr.
Patel is poised to use the
position to seek retribution
against Mr. Trump’s per-
ceived political enemies.
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Senate confirms Kash Patel as FBI
director
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New FBI Director Kash Patel's Confirmation

AT THEAIITS fASers Frer gee A giee

. Kash Patel has vowed to “rebuild” trust in the
FBI as he becomes the first Indian-American to lead the
country’s premier law enforcement agency after being
confirmed by the U.S. Senate.

FTA G A TheaNs & “faearq qaafawor s
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e The Republican-led Senate narrowly voted to confirm 44-year-old Patel on Thursday.

TORTST-FHT qTell HAT A IFAR T 44 TUF G 1 IS & T Teh HehloT Hegral

R

e The Senate voted 51 to 49 to confirm Mr. Patel.
AT A 51 @ 49 Ik Al H AT gl H qiee |

The nomination faced intense scrutiny from Democrats on Capitol Hill, who have warned that
Mr. Patel is poised to use the position to seek retribution against Mr. Trump’s perceived

political

enemies.
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