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1. Fencing Out Interfaith Relationships in the New India
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Fencing out interfaith relationships in the new India

[GS Paper I: Secularism and Communalism |

the first Indian State to implement the

Uniform Civil Code (UCC), placing private
relationships under state surveillance. The official
claim is that it would restore gender justice,
create “uniformity”, and address administrative
oversight. However, when taken along with
existing anti-conversion laws, this marks a
coordinated legal push to segregate communities
- not just in faith, but also in love and daily life.
The UCC is the final blow, ensuring that all forms
of interfaith relationships are regulated in the
‘New India’.

0 n January 27, 2025, Uttarakhand became

The introduction of more hurdles

Interfaith marriages already face immense social
barriers. A survey (2014) of over 70,000
respondents found that fewer than 10% of urban
Indians had a family member who married
outside their caste. Interfaith unions were even
rarer — barely 5% of urban respondents reported
any marriages in their family outside their
religion. The secular Special Marriage Act, 1954,
has administrative hurdles, including a
mandatory 30-day notice period, subjecting
couples to scrutiny. Meanwhile, rigid
anti-conversion laws, now enforced in Uttar
Pradesh, Uttarakhand and Rajasthan, among
several other States, have further criminalised
religious conversion for marriage.

These laws create bureaucratic traps — as
mandatory declarations, waiting periods, and
district magistrate approvals — that deter
conversions for marriage. Worse, they embolden
vigilante groups, often linked to right-wing
organisations, to justify harassment, policing, and
violence against interfaith couples, particularly
Hindu-Muslim. A news portal found that at least
63 of 101 police complaints invoking the U.P.
anti-conversion law against Christians, were filed
by third-party vigilante groups. Instead of
protecting individuals, these laws provide legal
cover for extrajudicial interventions, often with
police complicity.

Against this background, the UCC’s provisions
on live-in relationships take state scrutiny to a
new extreme — even informal relationships are
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subject to surveillance. Live-in relationships are
now legally required to be registered with district
authorities, This includes a 16-page application
with official documentation (Aadhaar cards,
residential proof), seeking approval from
“religious leaders or community heads,” and
notifying family members. The registrar must
inform the couple’s parents or guardians about
their relationship. Failure to register is punishable
with up to six months of imprisonment and a fine
of €25,000.

These rules make it nearly impossible for
couples, particularly interfaith ones, to live
without oversight. It is no surprise, then, that
only one live-in couple has successfully registered
its relationship in Uttarakhand. Others have
sought legal protection from the High Court, even
as a Bajrang Dal leader claims to have sourced
details on live-in applications. The ability of such
vigilantes to interfere in private relationships
underscores how the UCC and anti-conversion
laws work in tandem to suppress interfaith
unions.

A form of apartheid
The result is a complex legal machinery that is
actively working to segregate communities,
entrench religious divisions, and institutionalise a
form of social apartheid: individuals cannot
marry or even be in a relationship with the
so-called ‘other’ without prior legal approval.
These laws create barriers for interfaith couples
at every stage whether in marriage or informal
cohabitation.

This combined system functions in three ways.

First, by strengthening traditional religious
institutions. The requirement for religious
certification in both UCC and anti-conversion
laws formalises the power of religious leaders
over personal relationships in a secular
democracy. This contradicts the constitutional
guarantee of individual freedom, reinforcing the
idea that relationships must adhere to religious
and community norms rather than personal
choice.

Second, by enabling families to exercise
greater control over women. Both laws

disproportionately impact women, who often
face pressure, coercion, or even violent
punishment for engaging in interfaith and
inter-caste relationships. By notifying families of
live-in relationships, the UCC makes women more
vulnerable to honour-based violence and familial
control. Women in interfaith relationships are
often framed as victims of manipulation,
stripping them of agency and reinforcing
patriarchal control over their choices.

Third, by providing legal cover for vigilantism.
Right-wing vigilantes now have a legal framework
to monitor, report, and harass interfaith couples,
married and unmarried, under the guise of
preserving tradition and the law. When an
interfaith couple attempts to register a live-in
relationship or convert for marriage, vigilante
groups are often the first to know, due to the legal
requirement of public notices and family
notifications.

Amid rising hate speech and polarisation,
these laws effectively legalise and entrench the
separation of religious communities, preventing
interfaith interaction at all levels. Similar to the
apartheid-era South Africa or Nazi Germany,
which banned inter-racial unions, the effect of the
UCC and anti-conversion laws is to institutionalise
segregation by making interfaith relationships,
whether marital or informal, almost impossible.

It could be catching on

Looking ahead, Uttarakhand’s UCC could be a
blueprint for other States. Rajasthan’s High Court
recently considered mandatory registration of
live-in relationships, closely following
Urttarakhand'’s model. The Rajasthan Assembly
enacted an anti-conversion law. Gujarat is also
contemplating a draft UCC modelled on similar
lines. These legal trends point toward a broader
movement toward a systematic regulation of
personal relationships.

In India, love and faith are deeply personal and
subjective experiences that each individual
defines on their own terms. These legal
developments not only threaten individual rights
but also undermine the very fabric of India’s
pluralistic society.

Fencing Out Interfaith Relationships in the New India
AU R A raufas gaut &1 AT s

On January 27, 2025, Uttarakhand became the first Indian State to
implement the Uniform Civil Code (UCC), placing private
relationships under state surveillance.
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e The official claim is that UCC would restore gender justice, create "uniformity,’

and address administrative oversight.
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However, combined with existing anti-conversion laws, it represents a
coordinated legal push to segregate communities— not just in faith but also in
love and daily life.

iferet, FtS[ET eraAtavoT favYelt Frerel & AT (A, I WHETAT FY 3T FIA F TH
TS FTefeAt TATH §— el a3 # & 7181, afew yar ik & sitae # sit

The UCC ensures that all forms of interfaith relationships are regulated in the
"New India."

UCC T gfafRaa #iar ¢ & wsft &R & siaeenfis waul ) e s & foafya
T ST

The Introduction of More Hurdles

¢ gfcraet $r eara

Interfaith marriages already face immense social barriers.

HaenfH® fare g O & 93 TS yfaesl &1 T ) B e
A 2014 survey of over 70,000 respondents found that fewer than 10% of urban
Indians had a family member who married outside their caste.

2014 & we §&T0T ST 70,000 A 3118 IvRETar anfHAe &, ara s gl HRa & 10%
¥ FA IRART # e fare ge 4

Interfaith unions were even rarer—only 5% of urban respondents reported any
marriages outside their religion.

FaveniAs faare i oft gefer &— Faret 5% Aed ITRGTAIIT & T & 37 aRAR F
forelt F erot & ameR et #r o

The Special Marriage Act, 1954, has administrative hurdles like a mandatory 30-
day notice period, exposing couples to scrutiny.

vy R srfafaaer, 1954 # werafas ameme €, 519 o 30-feer i rfaars waem
raftr, e St 1 AT FT AT FIAT 95T B

Anti-conversion laws enforced in Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, and Rajasthan
criminalize religious conversion for marriage.

I YW, 3TES 3R ASTEYTA 7 o9 erATaRor faiedt F1epet faarg & fov gt aRader
F Y T F

Bureaucratic Traps and Vigilante Groups

gemafa® Srer 3 AR gor

These laws impose mandatory declarations, waiting periods, and district
magistrate approvals, discouraging conversion for marriage.

ol Shiefelt # rfarard arwome, yehar srafer, 3 frem afdrege i wdligfa 1 smaegsar
g &, ored faame & fow st aRadsr w5 gt e 81

They also embolden vigilante groups, often linked to right-wing organisations,
leading to harassment, policing, and violence against interfaith couples,
particularly Hindu-Muslim couples.

¥ F1eleT AR Faggl A agrar & €, S e iRt Hreat § 513 8 €, e
JavuTie ), Ay w0 & g AR st, #Y sediser, e st far o aeter
AT 93T &
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A news portal found that 63 of 101 police complaints under the Uttar Pradesh
anti-conversion law against Christians were filed by third-party vigilante groups.

Teh FATIR GEel o I foh 3o gaer aafaror e g & dga iRt & f@ems
o 101 7 & 63 gforw fRrraret et wat & fAerredt wogt gan gof #1 1$ o

Instead of protecting individuals, these laws provide legal cover for extrajudicial
interventions, often with police complicity.

Ig HlofeT SATFAAT Y T FI F 1, HfARFa-~a1fAF FEARNT Y Fefal! FIETT
T L &, foee 3rerae gfere #r freferra gl 21

Extreme State Scrutiny on Live-in Relationships

fog-ga gaul W ¥E&d TIHRY Ao

The UCC provisions on live-in relationships introduce even stricter state
surveillance.

forg-ger Faut R UCC & wrawrmet 31T #ff wea TaHY ferre amep e &

Live-in relationships are now legally required to be registered with district
authorities.

fora-go1 Faul &1 319 Frepelt T F oram srftRa & wryr dSfigra e srfaard o fear
AT

Registration includes a 16-page application, requiring official documentation
(Aadhaar cards, residential proof), approval from religious leaders, and family
notification.

GolteoT & foIT 16-9%8 FT 3rdee, e AT qramrdsr (3R F1s, faar wamon),
enfiis st it TP, stk aRar Fr gaem 2 anfde &

The registrar must inform parents or guardians about the relationship.

oreer # ATar-Rar ar sfenas! # ¥au F TR 7 giaa wwen sfaad 3

Failure to register is punishable with up to six months of imprisonment and a
¥25,000 fine.

TSI o F0A T B A Y Sl 3R 225,000 FT FHTAT STIMAT ST Hebe |

Suppression of Interfaith Unions

AT AS WY FT SHA

These rules make it nearly impossible for interfaith couples to live together
without oversight.

o1 [ATaAT o SR aearfds st F v A TRt RAIRTET & Arer Ig=T F9rsrer
HWHT g1 AT |

Only one live-in couple has successfully registered in Uttarakhand.

IS A Fad 0 fAg-3e7 NS A ABIAT e TSiehIoT FHAT ¢ |

Others have sought legal protection from the High Court, while right-wing
vigilante groups claim to have access to live-in applications.

3T SISt o IoT FATATAT § FIofet HI&TOT AT 8, STeifeh afgvoradY faerredt wagh =
grar T fop 3% 91 forg-g7 3mdeal Y el g1
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The UCC and anti-conversion laws work together to suppress interfaith
relationships.

UCC 3 eraTeror faRelt Fieet fAee siavenfie waul w1 game &1 F19 #:3a ¢

A Form of Apartheid

Tsh YhR &7 TTHE

The result is a complex legal system that actively works to segregate
communities, entrench religious divisions, and institutionalise social
apartheid.

SEHT ARUTH Teh T Fefell STGEUT &, ST FHACTAT $Y 3T FI, it Rsmrarer
e FLe AR AT TToE Y FEATTT T &F & FoIT e &

Individuals cannot marry or be in a relationship with someone from another
community without prior legal approval.

cafard e Frepstt gt & Rt 3o woerT & safda & faare ar waer et aen
|

These laws create barriers for interfaith couples at every stage—whether in
marriage or informal cohabitation.

A FTsfsT et st & fore fams a1 ¥g-fAar & &0 90T 7 a1UTe 3cue ¥d 2|

Three Ways This System Functions

g YOIl et adiat @ F1F FIr &

1. Strengthening Traditional Religious Institutions

1. IRYRF T AT T FAFT TATAT

The requirement for religious certification in both UCC and anti-conversion
laws gives religious leaders control over personal relationships in a secular
democracy.

UCC 3 eraferor farelt Fieat 7 enfdes yamoras #r siforardar esifavdet deas &
cafedera gaul av enfdie At #1 HEor Tt Fr 8

This contradicts the constitutional guarantee of individual freedom and
reinforces the idea that relationships must follow religious and community
norms.

IE SafFdeTa FaaadT 1 FAUfaF TS FT Seaaed FIdT § 3R 7 TR & Asiqd
Rl & o warel it arfiiss 3R aogeris Aaest #1 aree Ftar iR

2. Increasing Familial Control Over Women

Afgem3it ¥ TRER® fA==or gg=T

These laws disproportionately affect women, who often face pressure, coercion,
or violence for engaging in interfaith and inter-caste relationships.
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q el HATT T & ARGATHT Y T X &, ST 3 siaveniaies iR v
Haul 7 anfAe g & forw gara, SravgEdt a1 AT &1 AR g &

By notifying families of live-in relationships, the UCC makes women vulnerable
to honor-based violence and familial control.

forg-go1 waut i Y= TRart #t & & FROT, UCC A3t F T 3R
3R qiaERes Ag=or F 9fa 3 wageaeie aar aar gl

Women in interfaith relationships are often portrayed as victims of manipulation,
reinforcing patriarchal control over their choices.

FavuTiAe Faut 7 AT e g 1 RAFR & T & T d ¥ i 8, Foraqa serehr
vHg W Rqaareas @=or sk #sqg 8 s )

3. Providing Legal Cover for Vigilantism

HAhT HHGT T FTofel TI&TOT ST

Right-wing vigilante groups now have a legal framework to monitor, report, and
harass interfaith couples under the guise of preserving tradition.

giRoTa TR Hegt &1 319 U FIee ST e T § O F SR Y T6T & A
9T 3aenfde AEt A eRE, R 3t 3edi=ss s gaa 2

When an interfaith couple attempts to register a live-in relationship or convert
for marriage, vigilante groups are often the first to know due to public notice
requirements.

ST 1S et st fAT-5a7 Haer wSliga Fua a1 faare & forw et aiader w3 &1
YA FAT ¢, o IR Fofg AT Fad Ugel JHAY SATAHNT I FT A ¢ Fifeh
FTeTeT A WA TP AT I HTTRTFT et §

Legalizing Religious Segregation

TfHe 3TerETT Y FTefA! T ST

Amid rising hate speech and polarization, these laws legalize and entrench the
separation of religious communities, preventing interfaith interaction at all
levels.

Tgd gom $myor 3R gAFIor F AT, I o i FHEAT F AT BY FEA! T G
¥, e waft Tl R IeRenfHiS Fud Y AT AT B
Similar to apartheid-era South Africa or Nazi Germany, which banned inter-racial

unions, the UCC and anti-conversion laws institutionalize segregation by
making interfaith relationships nearly impossible.

IT ETRIOT ITAYT & TG a7 AT ATt AT $Y aE &, ST Lol faaret W faaer
71 UCC 3R erataor el #reqat & areasr @ enfiier srerema &Y weumera & 7w s
@1 8, Tored raRenfdie Haer aersir 3w 8 91a &

It Could Be Catching On
g 37 U=l A s b gahaT &

Uttarakhand’s UCC could serve as a blueprint for other States.
IES FT UCC 37 AT & fT U Alser 97 AFhaT 81
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Rajasthan’s High Court recently considered mandatory registration of live-in
relationships, closely following Uttarakhand’s model.

TSEYTA 3T AT o g7l &1 H forg-ge7 Faut & gy gshietor R foar fhar, &
3TRTES & AlSA FT AT FIT &

The Rajasthan Assembly has enacted an anti-conversion law, and Gujarat is also
contemplating a draft UCC on similar lines.

TSTEYT FaUTerae = v eraAtavor R Fegr ot i, 3R qora st st ave &
UCC & #teT IR 3= W R #T wr 8

These legal trends indicate a broader movement toward systematic regulation of
personal relationships.

A FToelt TGrdr sqfFaard Hael & sqafeyd Rfagser $T 3T v s arere a0
Hohd &t 81

A Threat to India’s Pluralism

AR %Y TEeard] P & forw o

In India, love and faith are deeply personal and subjective experiences that
each individual defines on their own terms.

AR A, W7 3R T TS F SAFr R ITeATASS Jrepena ¥, fSieg Tk gt
39 T dF A TRenfa Far ¥

These legal developments threaten individual rights and undermine the very
fabric of India’s pluralistic society.

ﬁmﬁqﬁaéﬁwﬁawaaﬁ?ﬁﬂ?ﬁmm%aﬂ?maﬁwﬁrmaﬁw
HCTAT ) FAAN FIQ &1
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(GS Paper I1: Polity, Governance, and International Relations)

1. Merz Seeks to Form a Govt. with Germany’s Centre-

L eft
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2. Gupta Elected Delhi Assembly Speaker; MLAs Take Oath
in Maithili, Sanskrit, Urdu

e feeelt farermerarsi sreaet I+t orv; et & AR, wvFa,
3§ A a9y N

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

Page5



PATRIOTIC IAS: 3" Floor KV Tower, Near Rajbanshi Hospital,
Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Contact Number: 9971932488

3. Ukraine Says in ‘Final Stages’ of Talks on Mineral Deal
with U.S.

Tehel o FeT T AR & WY Wfas gasla W aradia sifas
T H g

4. Tribal Families Stage Protest, Say Sacred Groves in
Similipal Turned into Enclosure for Tigress

anfeard) IRaRY o frar yeete, wer - AT & 9fax 3uaa
Tt & fore eRredl & sget

5. The RTl is Now the ‘Right to Deny Information’
IENIATS 3T T o &1 T HTURR T AT

6. New Direction: Germany Needs to Talk to Russia to
Drive a Hard Bargain for Europe

oS feem: SrAel &Y AT & T T @ Sra=hd T T&d FAsitan
T AR

7. The UGC’s Mandate is to Elevate, Not Strangulate
IS T 3GERT JEAT &, ST STeleT et

8. Why Are Pilots Asking for More Rest Hours?
e e Qs gag fr AT F AT FI R 872

9. Surveillance Capitalism: The Power to Control Personal
Data
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Merz seeks to form a govt.
with Germany’s centre-left

|GS Paper II: Europe |
Agence France-Presse

Germany’s conservative
election winner Friedrich
Merz said on Monday he
would seek talks with the
centre-left to speedily
build a government as Eu-
rope faces tectonic chang-
es in transatlantic ties.

The Christian Demo-
crats’ (CDU) leader said he
would reach out to the So-
cial Democrats (SPD) of
vanquished  Chancellor
Olaf Scholz with hopes of
forging a stable ruling al-
liance of the two tradition-
al big-tent parties.

After the surge of the
far-right AfD, Mr. Merz said
the mainstream parties
must answer concerns of
voters drifting to the fring-

faces tectonic changes in transatlantic ties.

Friedrich Merz

es, calling the AfD’s record
20% result “the last warn-
ing to the political parties
of the democratic centre in
Germany”.

Mr. Merz, 69, has said he
wants a ruling coalition in
place within two months
so Berlin can act again on
the European and world
stage after months of para-

lysis since Scholz’s coali-
tion imploded in Novem-
ber. Mr. Merz, a committed
trans-Atlanticist, said he
would seek good ties with
the United States under
Donald Trump but was al-
so ready for “the worst-
case scenario”. “All the sig-
nals we are receiving from
the United States indicate
that interest in Europe is
decreasing,” he said.

Mr. Merz also said he
had a “lengthy” call with
Emmanuel Macron late
Sunday, as the latter head-
ed to Washington to meet
with Mr. Trump.

PLEDGE TO UNITE EUROPE
» PAGE 14

EDITORIAL

» PAGE 6
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Merz Seeks to Form
a Govt. with
Germany’s Centre-
L eft

Aot ST & YeT-dFe
& T IFR FelTel Y
AT FIRE

Germany’s
conservative election
winner Friedrich Merz
said on Monday he
would seek talks with
the centre-left to
speedily build a
government as Europe

A F Fordfed Tora fastar v #Ast & Aar ) Far ¥ 98 A
e § Tl F A1fd Al F TER 115 S, FiF AT
gra3redifed aul & 93 agaTal HT WIHAT F BT 8

o The Christian Democrats’ (CDU) leader said he would reach out to the Social
Democrats (SPD) of vanquished Chancellor Olaf Scholz with hopes of forging a
stable ruling alliance of the two traditional big-tent parties.

rRaaa 3ATheH (CDU) & AdT o1 gl foh ag WIford Irae e elfeot ST aere
AP (SPD) & TYS h3l, difeh &Y IRIRE a3t T1feat & &g v R aras Isau=
AT ST Th |

o After the surge of the far-right AfD, Mr. Merz said the mainstream parties must
answer concerns of voters drifting to the fringes, calling the AfD’s record 20% result
“the last warning to the political parties of the democratic centre in Germany.”

gfarorgeft AfD & 3HR & §1G, Hol o &gl foh FETURT HY qIfEaT I 3o ATGTATHT
I3t T STare &1 TR T S fFaR & 31X 96 @ €, 31X 361 AfD & 20% Rl
RO T " FTHA F ARdiiaF g T TeTedlfas qfedt & AT e aamaar sqmm|

e Mr. Merz, 69, has said he wants a ruling coalition in place within two months so
Berlin can act again on the European and world stage after months of paralysis

since Scholz’s coalition imploded in November.

A, 69, ¥ gl Toh ag &I ARIAT & HAX T ATAF IS FiTeTT AT ¢ Ilich qfefeT
U 3R Rred Fw ox R @ wfna &) 7, aifen et & et & Toaue F gea &
91E AT § IR 7 93T Y|
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United States under Donald Trump but was also ready for the “worst-case
scenario.”

A, T yfaaey T-3edifesd TAYF, o Fgl [ I SiTes € & agd HARST & arg

3T HAY TATC TWAT ATgeT, olfhe] I " HaE X gralter” & forw o AR

o “All the signals we are receiving from the United States indicate that interest in

Europe is decreasing,” he said.

" 3ARET A 7 A @ el e g § B g9 F e o ae W@}, 3% el

e Mr. Merz also said he had a “lengthy” call with Emmanuel Macron late Sunday,

as the latter headed to Washington to meet with Mr. Trump.

*<FTT o Tg 1 el Toh Segiet TAGR AT I FATTS Al & Frer "orelr” ATl hr, Fifen

5T ARTTES 3 S & T ST TR
Gupta elected Delhi Assembly Speaker;
MLAs take oath in Maithili, Sanskrit, Urdu

[GS Paper II: Polity

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Three-time Rohini MLA
and Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) leader Vijender Gupta
was elected the Speaker of
Delhi’s eighth Legislative
Assembly on Monday after
pro tem Speaker Arvinder
Singh Lovely administered
oath to the legislators.
Several legislators in the
70-member House took the
oath in their native lan-
guages, including Maithili
(spoken widely in Bihar)
and Punjabi, while many
others opted for Hindi, Ur-
du, Sanskrit, and English.
Addressing the House af-
ter being elected, Mr. Gup-
ta said, “Members of the
ruling and the Opposition
parties are equal for me.
Protecting the democratic

Gupta Elected Delhi Assembly Speaker; MLAS Take Oath

Ly 2
e e LS avpls .

- D L RO e N =

(From left) Delhi pro tem Speaker Arvinder Singh Lovely, Leader of
the Opposition Atishi, Speaker Vijender Gupta, and CM Rekha Gupta
during the first session of the Assembly in New Delhi on Monday. ANI

values of the House will be
my priority. We all must
work together for the deve-
lopment of Delhi.”

Reposing faith

Chief Minister Rekha Gupta
said, “I have full faith that
the House will run smooth-
ly under your guidance. As
Leader of the Opposition
(in the previous Legislative
Assembly), you faced sev-

eral issues; you were mar-
shalled out several times.”

The day started with
Lieutenant-Governor V.K.
Saxena swearing in Mr.
Lovely, the most senior
MLA in the House, as pro
tem Speaker at Raj Niwas.

The Gandhi Nagar MLA
then started proceedings in
the House by administering
oath to Ms. Gupta and the
Cabinet Ministers.

In Maithili, Sanskrit, Urdu

e feeelt ferrerwem sreaeat o 1w, s & AR, TwF,

3§ A gy oft

Three-time Rohini MLA and Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leader

Environment Minister
Manjinder Singh Sirsa took
the oath in Punjabi, while
Law Minister Kapil Mishra
did so in Sanskrit. Several
MLAs, including AAP’s San-
jeev Jha, took the oath in
Maithili. Aaley Mohammad
Igbal of AAP took the oath
in Urdu. Mr. Lovely object-
ed to BJP’s Tarvinder Singh
Marwah raising religious
slogans after taking the
oath. He also criticised
AAP’s Anil Jha for chanting
“Jai Bhim” after his swear-
ing-in and asked all MLAs
to stick to the printed text.

Following the oaths, Mr.
Gupta was elected as
Speaker and, as per tradi-
tion, accompanied to the
chair by the Chief Minister.

AAP, BJP CLASH
» PAGE 2

Vijender Gupta was elected the Speaker of Delhi’s eighth

Legislative Assembly on Monday after pro tem Speaker Arvinder
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Singh Lovely administered oath to the legislators.

oot e Afgolt ¥ Rremares 3R st Sterar arét (BIP) F ar fsiey qear
P WIAGR FY freelt i Jradl Rrererws & sreaet & &7 & a1 7197, I«
eH Tt 3RfAeT R aae A fFurrs! #1 ooy eS|

e Several legislators in the 70-member House took the oath in their native
languages, including Maithili (spoken widely in Bihar) and Punjabi, while many
others opted for Hindi, Urdu, Sanskrit, and English.

70 WEEAT e H % TAUTIHT o 3=l AT 7 eroer of, forerT Afdeh (o fwr
# a9 w9 F drelt ATt @) 3R g anfAe €, Sefe 3w o {38, e 3R
373 Y =T

e Addressing the House after being elected, Mr. Gupta said, “Members of the ruling
and the Opposition parties are equal for me. Protecting the democratic values

of the House will be my priority. We all must work together for the development
of Delhi.”

AT & d1E T HI HNOT I g, A I F Fgl, "weres AR RAved gat & weew
A fore gaATeT §1 W & waitad Heat i T HT A3 arafiwar et g wsht a
et el & e & fore 7 weem aifewl”

e Chief Minister Rekha Gupta said, “l have full faith that the House will run
smoothly under your guidance. As Leader of the Opposition (in the previous
Legislative Assembly), you faced several issues; you were marshalled out
several times.”

HEIHAT YWT T[Tl o hgT, "HH T e 8 & 3o Aqed 7 weer Fars & @ o)
RAgar & Aar (Ao Ruewsn &) & w0 &, 3199 7§ GHREAT3HT FT GTHAT BHAT; 3T9HT
F% IR A&t ¥ a1 foham arar &y

e The day started with Lieutenant-Governor V.K. Saxena swearing in Mr. Lovely, the
most senior MLA in the House, as pro tem Speaker at Raj Niwas.

Tt Y YT IWSIYT Y. F. HFAAT CIRT Tl & Fad aR™S ey #ff aelt wr

wﬁmﬁmrﬁwaﬁramﬁmﬁﬁg‘s’l

e The Gandhi Nagar MLA then started proceedings in the House by administering
oath to Ms. Gupta and the Cabinet Ministers.

el IR & faremae o O gaft apear 3k Fae Al o1 o et dee $r
hIRITET & T |

e Environment Minister Manjinder Singh Sirsa took the oath in Punjabi, while Law
Minister Kapil Mishra did so in Sanskrit.

qaTaRer #:At FAsfieY R RATaT o gamd 3 a9 off, Safe FregeT A0 e Fsm
TEHd H AT A

e Several MLAs, including AAP’s Sanjeev Jha, took the oath in Maithili. Aaley
Mohammad Igbal of AAP took the oath in Urdu.
AAP & Fsiia 31T Gied w8 fremaet o #12l 7 erg2r ot AAP & 31relt AlgFAC shater
o 3§ H AU A

e Mr. Lovely objected to BJP’s Tarvinder Singh Marwah raising religious slogans
after taking the oath.
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2 sl 7 BIP & R fdq g ARG qanr vy & a5 enfie AR a9me o 39

S|

e He also criticised AAP’s Anil Jha for chanting “Jai Bhim” after his swearing-in
and asked all MLAs to stick to the printed text.

3egiet AAP & 31ToTel 31T ST A9 AT & 18 "I oA & AR oA & [oIT Areira=r Y
3R @l faergel & AT 9T HT qTelet e T Fgl|

o Following the oaths, Mr. Gupta was elected as Speaker and, as per tradition,
accompanied to the chair by the Chief Minister.

ITY YT & a1, A} ICAT Y EART AT I1AT 3N W & ITER, FEAHA GaRT ITETaT
1 i T & ST AT

Ukraine says in ‘final
stages’ of talks on
mineral deal with US.

GS Paper Il:

US-Ukraine

KYIV

Ukraine and the U.S. are
working out details of an
agreement that would give
Washington access to Uk-
rainian natural resources
in exchange for U.S. sup-
port, Kyiv said on Monday.
Negotiations have trig-
gered tensions with U.S. of-
ficials pressuring Ukraine
to sign a deal despite Kyiv’s
insistence that initial drafts
lacked vital guarantees.
“Ukrainian and U.S.
teams are in the final stages
of negotiations regarding
the minerals agreement.
The negotiations have
been very constructive,
with nearly all key details
finalised,” Deputy Prime

Minister Olga Stefanishyna
said on X.

President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy has said he aims
at getting concrete security
guarantees from the U.S. in
exchange for granting ac-
cess to critical resources.

U.S. President Donald
Trump has demanded that
Ukraine give access to rare
minerals to compensate
for the wartime aid Kyiv re-
ceived under Joe Biden.

Ms. Stefanishyna said
she hoped that Mr. Trump
and Mr. Zelenskyy would
sign the deal in Washing-
ton “to showcase our com-
mitment for decades to
come”.

RUSSIA’S STAND
» PAGE 14

Ukraine Says in ‘Final
Stages’ of Talks on Mineral
Deal with U.S.

et o gl & 3ANET & w1y
gfas gHsla W) araeia sifaw
YO A

Ukraine and the U.S. are working
out details of an agreement that
would give Washington access to
Ukrainian natural resources in

exchange for U.S. support, Kyiv
said on Monday.

et 31X 3R v wHEla &
favor ©v w1 F3 @ §, oA dgd
AfRATE FY et & I Tov el
e g e, aaet 7 3% AR
AAYA A, Ig 91T IAGR ' T
o Fel

. Negotiations have triggered tensions

with U.S. officials pressuring Ukraine to sign a deal despite Kyiv’s insistence that

initial drafts lacked vital guarantees.

AT o Told dATd &6 I1T ¢ Fifoh JARAT JAFRY Poho! N FHAFIY IR gTamer
A T GATT F11 @ &, ST (h Id T el & (o TN AHIGT 3 AGeaqOT IS FY FAT

gl
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o "Ukrainian and U.S. teams are in the final stages of negotiations regarding the

minerals agreement. The negotiations have been very constructive, with nearly all

key details finalised,” Deputy Prime Minister Olga Stefanishyna said on X.

"Iehed! AR IARET EF @fast wrgta I ST & faw w101 7 81 T8 ST aga

TATCHS TET & 3R Srrerar el Fgeayqor fawor 3ifasr w0 @ aa gh 9% &' 37 gerreis=n

eI FEHIAIAT A X I gl |

e President Volodymyr Zelenskyy has said he aims at getting concrete security
guarantees from the U.S. in exchange for granting access to critical resources.

Trsgafa AIRTEFAT SIehr = e foh og Agcaqur HaTHEl oo TgT &= & qea A AR

¥ BT F&T IARE IToel el el o |
e U.S. President Donald Trump has demanded that Ukraine give access to rare
minerals to compensate for the wartime aid Kyiv received under Joe Biden.

IANHY Tsgufy Beres €0 ¥ FiT A § % Tghet gelsr @il T T FaTa X ATl St
qEST F Ted JEUFTell HETAAT & oo SHehT $RUTS T ST Heb |

e Ms. Stefanishyna said she hoped that Mr. Trump and Mr. Zelenskyy would sign
the deal in Washington “to showcase our commitment for decades to come.”

A Teiforega & e & 30 351G § R ol 0 il oft Sreieht atfieres # gosa

Wﬁﬁ"mﬁ:mﬁmﬁ&mﬁm@ﬁ%ﬁaﬁﬁﬁﬂhmﬁl"
Tribal families stage protest, say sacred groves
in Similipal turned into enclosure for tigress

Tribal families, which
once inhabited the Simili-
pal Tiger Reserve (STR) in
Odisha, have alleged that
their rights to continue
their age-old rituals in the
sacred forest groves have
been denied following the
translocation of a tigress
from Maharashtra.

According to them,
their villages in STR have
been fenced off, now
deemed part of the territo-
ry of Zeenat, who was
translocated to Similipal to
boost the genetic diversity
of the reserve’s big cat
population.

On Monday, members
of the Munda tribe, former
residents of Jamunagarh
village in STR, held a de-
monstration in Bhubanes-
war in an attempt to bring
to light their deep-seated
anguish over the issue.

“Zeenat was preferred
over our traditional rights
to worship nature,” says
Ramrai Sae, a Pahan (tribal

GS Paper I: Munda Tribe and Munda Rebellion

~

Former residents of Jamunagarh submitting a memo to the Principal

Chief Conservator of Forests on Monday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

priest) of the erstwhile Ja-
munagarh village of STR.
As part of efforts to
make Similipal free from
human habitations, resi-
dents of Jamunagarh were
evicted in two phases in
2015 and 2022 and relocat-
ed. The eviction happened
despite protest and against
the wishes of people, said
Telenga Pasa, a former re-
sident of Jamunagarh. The
village has been trans-
formed into a meadow af-

Website: patrioticias.in

Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

ter the eviction.

“Even after our reloca-
tion, we continued to visit
our sacred groves, abodes
of our deities and sacred
burial grounds, every year.
It was a ritual to honour
our sacred lands and an-
cestral and traditional
worship practices which is
integral to our communi-
ty’s very existence,” said
Mr. Pasa.

“Many of our family
members have fallen ill

and elders even died after
getting separated from our
homelands, deities, and
ancestors,” said Mr. Sae.

‘Not allowed’
“Since last month, the
authorities of STR are pre-
venting us from entering
Jamunagarh and worship-
ping at our sacred spaces.
The Deputy Director of
South Wildlife Division ca-
tegorically told us that we
cannot go to our village to
perform our sacred rites
because our lands are now
being used for tiger sup-
plementation pro-
gramme,” said Sagar
Aleya, another villager.
Zeenat, the three-year-
old tigress, was translocat-
ed from the Tadoba-And-
hari Tiger Reserve in Mah-
arashtra to STR on
November 14. She then
strayed into Jharkhand
and West Bengal keeping
forest department officials
in the three States on their
toes for days before being
finally captured and relo-
cated to STR again.
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Tribal Families Stage Protest, Say Sacred Groves in
Similipal Turned into Enclosure for Tigress

snfeardY aRERY a fwar yegeie, wer - RAfAafeare & 9fas 3uaa
a1fereT & fore gxred) A o

Tribal families, which once inhabited the Similipal Tiger Reserve
(STR) in Odisha, have alleged that their rights to continue age-old
rituals in sacred forest groves have been denied following the
translocation of atigress from Maharashtra.

fEen & AT eoR Rerd (STR) & F3ft 7@ go anfeard aRart a
R ST fF AGRISE W U 18T F TATATIRYT F 1€ 3T qfaa el
# TR g JreTsaTet SR TWet & AfUFR A B form T 3

e According to them, their villages in STR have been fenced off, now deemed part of
the territory of Zeenat, who was translocated to boost the genetic diversity of the
reserve’s big cat population.

3eTeh 3TTAR, STR A 3aTah el Y QY I o 7141 &, 51 319 Sierer & &3 a7 fgeanm
AT ST 6T & | it ot Rard & amat #r 3megafrs fafderar sgre & forw e arar a)

e On Monday, members of the Munda tribe, former residents of Jamunagarh village
in STR, held a demonstration in Bhubaneswar to bring to light their deep-seated
anguish over the issue.

WIHIR I HIT FAATS F TGE, ST STR F FHARTG M F g fAardl ¢, ¥ ofaaeay #
yeeleT fonam arfeh 38 Heg I 319 gdl digT e Y Feh |

e "Zeenat was preferred over our traditional rights to worship nature,” says
Ramrai Sae, a Pahan (tribal priest) of the erstwhile Jamunagarh village of STR.

" SiteTer Y FARY IRUR Tfer o & U RT | F91 @1 /=1, Fgd § IR 91, S
STR & YAt STHAWIG T & qreet (3nfeart gormdy) &1

o As part of efforts to make Similipal free from human habitations, residents of
Jamunagarh were evicted in two phases in 2015 and 2022 and relocated.

RfafeaTe Ft A affaal § qFa F F T4\ & Tod, THANTS F fAarfaar F
2015 3I¥ 2022 # aY =0t 7 faeura T e faar ar|

e The eviction happened despite protests and against the wishes of people, said
Telenga Pasa, a former resident of Jamunagarh.

fAarfaal & R 3 396 st & @are a8 Ashre fFar =, wga § delen
qTET, S STemeTe & qd fovare €

e Thevillage has been transformed into a meadow after the eviction.

T P ASHAT F 91¢ UF U & AT H 9o fam ar g

e "Even after our relocation, we continued to visit our sacred groves, abodes of
our deities, and sacred burial grounds every year. It was a ritual to honour our
sacred lands, ancestors, and traditional worship practices, which is integral to
our community’s existence," said Mr. Pasa.
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"eTaT % aTe; ofY, g9 g WieT 39 AT e, gt F forarr Tt 3 afeT wanfyy
Tyl Y AT I W TS FAR 97T R, gt AR TRIRE T geufaat # aFAe
& 1 Tawr oY, S AR WG & 3ifedea w1 sifhe REwT R, Fea § A amm)

"Many of our family members have fallen ill, and elders even died after getting
separated from our homelands, deities, and ancestors," said Mr. Sae.

"FAR F§ TRARI HAR 93 970, 3R gopait 6 77 ot 8 a1 Ffr § o= ArefA,
aga3it AR gt & 37T 8) T, FHgd ¢ A |w

"Since last month, the authorities of STR are preventing us from entering
Jamunagarh and worshipping at our sacred spaces," said Sagar Aleya, another
villager.

"REA A ¥ STR AT § SHANTG 7 Tar FI 3 e 9f ey Tl W qon Fa

¥ N WIE," FEd & R 37T, T 37 JTH0T|

The Deputy Director of South Wildlife Division categorically told them that they
cannot go to their village to perform sacred rites because the land is now being
used for the tiger supplementation programme.

STAYT IogSiIg THTIT & 3UTASAF o TASE FT F 3o AT o & 3= a9 & gfaT
TSI FIaA oTet oI Wohdl, FAITH I $H A FT IUANT ATH YATcqTesT FIHA & faw
farar ST TET B

Zeenat, the three-year-old tigress, was translocated from the Tadoba-Andhari
Tiger Reserve in Maharashtra to STR on November 14.

et adffy anferer Shera 1 FgRTSe & arEar-3ram 3R Red ¥ 14 AdaT & STR
TUTATAR foham arar 47|

She then strayed into Jharkhand and West Bengal, keeping forest department
officials in the three states on their toes for days before being finally captured
and relocated to STR again.

g% d1¢ 9g SIRES 3 IR Forrer 7 s1es 71, THOQ e U=t & a1 fsmr &
HHIY #§ A T Tas W@, 3R 37ad: 389 ghsHt BT F STR & a9 147 3747
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The RTIis now the ‘right to deny information’

he introduction of the Right to

Information (RTI) Act was a move that

generated great hope among citizens

since it recognised them to be the
rulers of the nation. It empowered them to seek
information from the government, with dignity
and respect. It looked as if the ‘swaraj’ that they
had missed would be delivered to them. The Act
codified their fundamental right to information
and was one of the best transparency laws in the
world. It appeared that it would curb corruption
and arbitrariness, with citizens being the
vigilance monitors of their government. But, it
must be conceded, it has fallen far short of our
expectations and the state of our democracy is
not better.

Within a few months, the government realised
that this was a transfer of power from public
servants to the citizens. In less than a year it
moved to amend the law which would have
weakened the RTI Act. But there were
widespread protests by citizens across the nation.
Sensing the mood of the nation, the government
dropped the amendments.

A gradual erosion
The RTI Act had created Information
Commissions as the final appellate authorities to
implement the law. Most of the posts of
‘information commissioner’ were taken up by
retired bureaucrats. After working for decades as
senior bureaucrats, it was difficult for them to
hand over power to citizens and recognise that
they were the rightful owners of the government.
No attempt was made to select people with a
record in transparency. Many of them looked at
these jobs as post-retirement sinecures and
worked only for a few hours. While the national
average of the disposal of cases by High Court
Jjudges is over 2,500 in a year, the national
average of disposal of cases by the commissioners
was less than this. Given the fact that the
complexity of cases before commissions is far less
than the cases before the High Courts, each
commissioner should have been clearing at least
over 5,000 cases in a year. While the law
mandated a period of 30 days for the information
to be provided and the same period for the first
appellate authorities, it did not specify any time
limit for the commissioners. Many commissions
began to have pendency of over a year. The right
to information was being converted into a right to
history. Many ordinary citizens could not pursue
the issue of what was now a denial of
information. The penal provisions of the RTI Act
were the teeth of the Act, but most information
commissioners were reluctant to use them. The
governments delayed appointing commissioners,
which only increased the backlogs.

The clear message of various High Court

Shailesh Gandhi

is a former Central
Information
Commissioner

Citizens and
the media must
take up the
responsibility to
ensure that the
original RTI Act
is followed

and not allow
any distortions

judgments was that the exemptions listed under
Section 8 of the RTI Act were restrictions on a
citizen’s fundamental right and had to be
construed strictly as in the law. Parliament
intended most information to be provided and
crafted the exemptions carefully.

The entire approach to a citizen’s right to
information changed in August 2011 when the
Supreme Court of India held in Central Board of
Secondary Education & Anr. vs Aditya
Bandopadhyay & Ors, in paragraph 33: “Some
High Courts have held that section 8 of RTI Act is
in the nature of an exception to section 3 which
empowers the citizens with the right to
information, which is a derivative from the
freedom of speech; and that therefore section 8
should be construed strictly, literally and
narrowly. This may not be the correct approach.”

In paragraph 37 it made a comment without
any evidence: “Indiscriminate and impractical
demands or directions under RTI Act for
disclosure of all and sundry information
(unrelated to transparency and accountability in
the functioning of public authorities and
eradication of corruption) would be
counterproductive as it will adversely affect the
efficiency of the administration and result in the
executive getting bogged down with the
non-productive work of collecting and furnishing
information. The Act should not be allowed to be
misused or abused, to become a tool to obstruct
the national development and integration, or to
destroy the peace, tranquility and harmony
among its citizens. Nor should it be converted
into a tool of oppression or intimidation of honest
officials striving to do their duty.”

This justified treating RTI as an undesirable
activity and labelling RTI users as outcastes. It
justified not giving information and attacks on
RTI users.

The subject of ‘personal information”

The second major blow came with the judgment
in Girish Ramchandra Deshpande vs Cen.
Information Commr. & Ors., in October 2012.

A RTT applicant, Girish Ramchandra
Deshpande, had sought copies of all memos,
show cause notices and censure/punishment
awarded to a public servant. A.B. Lute. He had
also sought other details such as his movable and
immovable properties and details of his
investments, lending and borrowing from banks
and other financial institutions.

This was denied claiming exemption under
Section 8(1)(j). This section exempts “information
which relates to personal information the
disclosure of which has no relationship to any
public activity or interest, or which would cause
unwarranted invasion of the privacy of the
individual unless the Central Public Information

Officer ... is satisfied that the larger public interest
justifies the disclosure of such information:
Provided that the information, which cannot be
denied to the Parliament or a State Legislature
shall not be denied to any person.”

A simple reading shows that under this clause,
‘personal’ can be denied if it has apparently no
relationship to any public activity or interest; or
the disclosure of the said information would
cause unwarranted invasion of the privacy of the
individual.

The Court did not rule on whether the
information was an outcome of a public activity
or if its disclosure would amount to an
unwarranted invasion of the privacy of the
individual. It denied the information by reading
only the first seven words of the provision and
saying it was ‘personal information’. Most
information can be linked to some person.
Realising that it may be difficult for public
information officers and other appellate
authorities to decide on what constitutes privacy,
Parliament gave a simple test in the proviso — that
information which would not be denied to
Parliament or legislature would not be denied to
any person. This can only have one meaning.
That anyone claiming that information would be
denied to the citizen would make a subjective
statement that he would deny the information to
Parliament.

It is well settled that literal interpretation
should be given to a statute if the same does not
lead to absurdity. In Nasiruddin and others vs Sita
Ram Agarwal (2003) 2 SCC 577, the Court has
stated: “37. The court’s jurisdiction to interpret a
statute can be invoked when the same is
ambiguous... It cannot re-write or recast
legislation. It is also necessary to determine that
there exists a presumption that the legislature has
not used any superfluous words. It is well settled
that the real intention of the legislation must be
gathered from the language used.”

Girish Ramchandra Deshpande amends the RTI
Act and has been used as a precedent in six
subsequent Court judgments and has become the
gold standard to convert RTI into an RDI, or Right
to Deny Information. The Digital Personal Data
Protection Act takes a cue from this and amends
the RTI Act itself. There are other cases in which
words in the law have not been accorded their
usual meanings.

A call to citizens

To ensure that the RTI fulfils its original promise
we should go by the original Act and not allow
any distortions. Citizens and the media must take
up the responsibility to discuss and defend it.
Otherwise, we will have a dilution of our
fundamental right under Article 19(1)(a) of the
Constitution of India.

The RTI is Now the ‘Right to Deny Information’
IS T “FHAT of ot T HAFR T TAT

The introduction of the Right to Information (RTI) Act was a move
that generated great hope among citizens since it recognised them
as the rulers of the nation.

T F1 HUFR (RTI) Afefazer i Qo3mda v a1 Fen a1 fow=
AT & F2Y 3T SIS FIHIF SUA 37¢ TSE F ATHF & T H A=IAT
arl

e |t empowered citizens to seek information from the government, with dignity and
respect.

S8 AR I ARAT IR FFATT F T TFR  FAAT WIed FIA T DR 2|
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e The RTI Act codified the fundamental right to information and was considered
one of the best transparency laws in the world.

Iéas sfafawe & gaen ¥ Ao sftsr Ft @ftaeey Farsisa gfaar s
TEASE IRE AT FIefaAl 7 F T ATAT a7

o It was expected to curb corruption and arbitrariness, allowing citizens to act as
vigilance monitors of the government.

SO HSEER 3 AAHATAYST IR Uk 9T I 351G AT 3R ARTRT T TIHI Y
AIRTEA I a1 T & TT H TRAFd §oI17 31T AT

A Gradual Erosion

-} 8Y W PRrae

e Within a few months, the government realised that RTI transferred power from
public servants to the citizens.

T & AL A, TIHR Y TEHTH §IHT o RIS & FHROT Tl HT FEATGOT oAleh Faahl
¥ AR 1 3 &Y AT 8|

¢ Inless than ayear, the government attempted to amend the RTI Act, which would
have weakened its provisions.

TF a¥ § M 7 TAT A, TWHR + AR AT &7 weners 3= 1 99
fSad 39 YT FHASN & S|

e However, widespread protests by citizens across the nation forced the
government to drop the amendments.

Aifret, G2 7 ARSI g@RT T 7T eI faRIer & HROT AIER T WAl aTqH o=

qsTl
e The RTI Act created Information Commissions as the final appellate authorities
to implement the law.

IRA3TS AT F TEa G 3MANAT FHT IS AT IAT Tk I FefeT HY AL FA &
fore 3rfaer ardyelr wiferevor 7 T |

e However, most information commissioners were retired bureaucrats, who found
it difficult to hand over power to citizens.

glelifeh, AT aT IYFA ARG ANFATE &, TSl AR T Falr W
AR o3|

e The selection process ignored transparency activists, and many commissioners
treated the role as a post-retirement benefit.

T UiHAT A IRERIAT FHREFAAT A Irred 718, IR FS gl o 599G B

JarfAgfr & aTe T A1 THAT|

e While High Court judges dispose of over 2,500 cases annually, RTI
commissioners cleared far fewer cases despite having less complex issues.

STET 309 ~ATTad & ~AraTefler Frem=r 2,500 & 31t ATl &7 [@9erT #:d §, a8
IENINS YAl = FA SATET AHA & FTAS[G TGt FH AW T TR fH4T)

e Many commissions developed pendency of over a year, converting the right to
information into aright to history.

% AT A T a¥ & 3 S A wrger FAT 81 7, TS0 g &1 AR sfagm
AN & FAFR F e AT
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Most information commissioners were reluctant to impose penalties, reducing
the effectiveness of RTI’s penal provisions.

3TTRrTer W= 3G &3 W A AfeE &, Ha ARENS F EsteHs yraHT
THTAENT & 0|

Judicial Interpretation Weakens RTI

Wm#mmmtgm

High Courts ruled that Section 8 exemptions should be strictly interpreted as
restrictions on a citizen’s fundamental right.

3T FITAAT A e AT i aRT 8 & ryare) & Arie! & Aifes rfeRi )

wfaeer & &7 F @&t & @y frar st @R
However, in August 2011, the Supreme Court in CBSE vs. Aditya Bandopadhyay
case held that this approach may not be correct.

oIfehet 3raTEa 2011 &, AT FIE A CBSE Fa01# ARer FaImeary ATHa 7 gl o I8
efSeHIoT T w7t g1 Fhal

In paragraph 37 of the judgment, the Court argued that "indiscriminate RTI
requests" could obstruct national development and administration efficiency.

faotr & R 37 &, 3reTerd o a fe fo " davelles HIRAITS reqrer T A 3k

WA Y GaTaT & «TeN STl Al & 1
The Court also warned against RTI being used to intimidate honest officials,
justifying refusals to provide information.

37eTeld o Ig oY Iarast & i AREME &1 39ANT AR FAFNAT F 53 & faw
5T ST GhdT &, ST ATRRT o & &) 3fRd g 4|

This shifted the perception of RTI from a tool of empowerment to an
undesirable activity, making RTI activists more vulnerable.

SO HEITE HY FATFAHIOT & IYFVT T HATG0T AR F T 7 @7 Iet
o, Torad IR Fwast i fufa st s srfar &t o$)

The Subject of ‘Personal Information’

‘IfFdITd ATHAPRY T v

The second major blow to RTI came with the judgment in Girish Ramchandra
Deshpande vs. Central Information Commissioner & Others, in October 2012.
HREVHTS T GURT 737 FCHT TN THTS SAYTS T FAT T HYF T I,
IegaT 2012 & el & HIY ofaT|

Girish Ramchandra Deshpande, an RTI applicant, sought copies of all memos,

show cause notices, and censure/punishments awarded to a public servant,
A.B. Lute.

IREITE HASH e Ty GATS & T A 9 T, ¢ H F T AAL, FROT
garsit afew 3R & a8 o i ufcr AEd A

He also requested details about movable and immovable properties,
investments, and financial dealings of the public servant.

3ogley Iol-3rae WUty fraer 3 ARy da-ga T STy o Al oY
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The request was denied under Section 8(1)(j), which exempts personal
information that has no relation to public activity or interest or causes
unwarranted invasion of privacy.

$H JRIE T URT 8(1)(j) F TEd WIReT T A1 3134, St el s fFeare STl 1 e
ST & ToraerT arasifas afafaf® a1 e @ F1$ g a8t gar a1 S Musgar & srFRor
Seoltel HT HROT Ield! gl

Misinterpretation of the Law

Hlelel &Y T SITEAT

The Court did not assess whether the information was related to a public activity
or if its disclosure would violate privacy.

3TCTeld o Ig AT T foh AT g STeThT AT Toie AfAfAfr § i ot a7 59
TheTehi0T T IMYAIRIAT ST SeoeeT g1am|

It denied the information by reading only the first seven words of the provision,
concluding that it was "personal information."

3TETCICT & Shael T & Tgel T A TGHI YT I " SHFAIT ATRR" AT §T
39 rEdeR T AT

Parliament had provided a simple test in the proviso: Any information that cannot
be denied to Parliament or State Legislature should not be denied to citizens.

TS o U LT GA&T0T 8T 4T Y AR G AT U [T Y 781 AhT ST
Hehdl, 98 ARSI @ Y 7T VY ST=Y =few]

This ruling contradicted the fundamental principle of RTI, making it easier for
authorities to deny information.

Ig el IRETS & Ao Rguia F Bare ar, Sad 3Rl #F g & @ sa+r
A H A gS

Judicial Precedents and the Weakening of RTI

e fRATe 3 3REENS Hf FAAR g ufa

The Supreme Court, in Nasiruddin vs. Sita Ram Agarwal (2003) 2 SCC 577,
stated that statutes should be interpreted literally unless it leads to absurdity.

A FIE F THTSENT FoI1eT HIARTHA AT (2003) 2 SCC 577 gl AT fobs FTefer Y
TEdT Afegs ®F ¥ Y e TfRT o9 a« F a8 frd srwarfa i 3 7 & sl

However, in Girish Ramchandra Deshpande’s case, the RTI Act was effectively
amended through judicial interpretation.

ifeheT FRI0RT THTE SAUS ATHS H, 3RS fAATH I Faf¥s sarear & Ategw @
g T F g T g |

This judgment has since been used as a precedent in six subsequent cases,
making it the gold standard for denying RTI requests.

g thao FI 91 F Sg ATHA & T AT F T F sTaAT 597 71391, 5ad 78
HRENHTE AT F FFNFR FIA F fAT AT 77 712m|

The Digital Personal Data Protection Act has taken inspiration from this ruling to
further amend the RTI Act itself.
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RBfSred sgfFdera 31 GaTor AT 7 39 haor & 90T o IS rfAfaga &
3k waee fRe &

A Call to Citizens

AR & foT 3rearr

e To ensure that RTI fulfills its original promise, citizens must adhere to the
original Act and resist distortions.

g GIATREd el o ToIT o HREINTE 39T HeT 3G2T P T Y, AR &l Hel
Frfarfars #1 arerer e wfge AR Rgpfaat w1 Rty Fwwer aiw)

|GS Paper II: Global World Order |

New direction
Germany needs to talk to Russia to drive
a hard bargain for Europe

hen Germans went to vote on Sunday,
w in one of the most consequential elec-
tions in the country’s post-reunifica-
tion history, there was little doubt about the out-
come. The Olaf Scholz-led three-party coalition
had collapsed months earlier and his centrist So-
cial Democratic Party (SPD) was hugely unpopu-
lar. Germany, once hailed as a model country,
was in its third year of economic contraction and
the far-right Alternative for Germany (AfD), with
neo-Nazi roots, was surging ahead with its anti-
establishment and anti-immigrant campaign. In
the results, the conservative Christian Democrat-
ic Union (CDU) and its Bavarian sister party,
Christian Social Union, led by Friedrich Merz,
emerged as the largest bloc, with 28.5% votes,
while the AfD doubled its vote share to 20.8%.
The Social Democrats got a 16.1% share, one of its
worst performances since the 19th century, while
the Greens won 11.6%. The left-wing Die Linke
saw rising popularity, with 8.8% of the vote. Mr.
Merz had asked voters for a strong mandate to fix
Germany’s problems. While the CDU’s perfor-
mance is weaker than expected, its strong lead
puts it on the path toward power. He will now
kick off a complicated process of coalition talks.
Mr. Merz has already ruled out any alliance
with the AfD, which would be allocated 152 seats.
In the 630-member Bundestag, a coalition needs
at least 316 seats to form a government. So, it is
likely that Mr. Merz, whose bloc has 208 seats,
would form a two-party coalition government
with the Social Democrats, with its 120 seats. But
government formation would be the least of his
challenges. He must reboot a contracting econo-
my, which has barely grown since the pre-COVID
years, tackle the immigration problem, which
was exploited by the far-right, and formulate fo-
reign policy that addresses both the Ukraine war
and Europe’s security challenges. As Germany
joined western allies in imposing sanctions on
Russia, it effectively lost access to cheap Russian
gas. The country is today grappling with a deep
recession and deindustrialisation. And as the cri-
sis deepened, the German elites’ bid to weaken
the AfD through a political ‘firewall’ ceased work-
ing. But Mr. Merz has the advantage of leading a
new government on a new mandate. He should
look at the U.S. reset with Russia to begin afresh
rather than as an impediment to furthering the
old policies that have backfired. His focus should
be on bringing the Ukraine war to a quick and
just end and rebuilding the economy. He should
also drive a new, hard bargain with Russia for se-
curity and stability in Europe. Only a peaceful
Europe can guarantee Germany’s continued rise
as the continent’s economic and political engine.

Website: patrioticias.in
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. Citizens and the media must take responsibility to defend
RTI, or else it will dilute our fundamental right under Article
19(1)(a) of the Constitution.

ARSI 31 AT Fr IREITE Y T8+ 1 AT A= g,
YT g VAT & 3Heeda 19(1)(a) & dga gAR Alfds srfasr #t
FHAAR FT I

New Direction: Germany Needs to Talk to
Russia to Drive a Hard Bargain for Europe

7% foem: sl Y AT & AT & @ Iaia W=
HEd GASIAT LT T1feT

On January 27, 2025, Germans voted in one of the
most consequential elections in post-reunification
history.

27 SFeTadl 2025 Y STHAAT o TATHIHIOT & 916 F HaQ
HEAqT Ieral 3 HaerT |

o The Olaf Scholz-led three-party coalition had collapsed
months earlier, and his centrist Social Democratic Party (SPD)
was hugely unpopular.

INATE QATet F Aqed aTell deT-UIEl TS FS AGA Tgl o fa@ 1T
g1, 3R 37hr AEARIT Frerer SAFRF Ul (SPD) d8g sras i

. Germany was in its third year of economic contraction,
and the far-right Alternative for Germany (AfD) surged ahead with
its anti-establishment and anti-immigrant campaign.

S AR ey @ nfiE WEae § I T A, 3R afaroraf
Heetafed B STHAT (ATD) o 370 faef - R 31T yardt faReft
AR & FROT S gTiAT H|

Election Results
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AT IR

The Christian Democratic Union (CDU) and its Bavarian sister party, Christian
Social Union (CSU), led by Friedrich Merz, emerged as the largest bloc with
28.5% votes.

WsR&F Al & Aqea areh riRaas sasR® gfaasr (CDU) 31t swehr aafaer wgaiah
uret, et |herer g (CSU), 28.5% aYel & W1y Wad 93 Toaus & w7 7 39

The AfD doubled its vote share to 20.8%, while the Social Democrats (SPD)
received only 16.1%, one of their worst performances since the 19th century.

AfD & 39=T aIe REAS TeTHT 20.8% FX o, STafeh AIRrer 3ATHCH (SPD) F Faer

16.1% ate e, S 1941 & & q1e 3R TE@ T TSl # & T 97

The Greens secured 11.6%, and the left-wing Die Linke gained popularity with
8.8% of the votes.

AT P 11.6% ale A, 311 amaad) 31§ f&F 7 8.8% alet & AT AhiIdr griiyer i

Coalition Formation and Challenges Ahead

TS FIHR IR 3y hr gatfaar

Friedrich Merz sought a strong mandate to fix Germany’s economic and social
problems.

W& #Aet o St 1 i i Aot gt ) g @ & e v Aerqa
STITer AT

Though the CDU’s performance was weaker than expected, it still holds a clear
lead toward forming the government.

gTeliTeh CDU T Weele 31981 & FASR 4T, T off I8 W aa1e Y feem & vuse aed

a:mrgtr%l
Merz ruled out an alliance with the AfD, which won 152 seats.
AT o AfD & AT ISaersT T FHGAT @RS FT &1, T 152 HE At

In the 630-member Bundestag, a coalition needs at least 316 seats to form a
government.

630 HEFAT FITETT H, THN T & o0 o1 F o 316 Hiek Y S gl 81

Merz’s CDU-CSU bloc holds 208 seats, making a coalition with the Social
Democrats (SPD) (120 seats) the most likely outcome.

#s % CDU-CSU r8atrel & 9T 208 HiE &, e averer 3AY%hed (SPD) (120 HiE) &
1Y ST W TG RFeq a7 AT 81

Key Challenges for Merz

Fot & forw gy gaifaat

Rebooting the economy, which has barely grown since pre-COVID years.
IFFeTEEAT FY GASA AT FI@A, ST COVID-19 & 9t & aut @ ARFT F 7 81

Tackling immigration issues, which were exploited by the far-right for political
gains.
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qarae (3TAAA) Y TATI3T FY gl FIT, T gfAoradt gt F Asr=iifaen o & faw
gEaATS [T

e Formulating a foreign policy that addresses the Ukraine war and Europe’s
security concerns.

v fager Aoy e, S et gaer 3R g Ay graw Rant # g
Germany’s Economic and Political Crisis

AT 1 3rfde 3t Teeifas g

e As part of sanctions against Russia, Germany lost access to cheap Russian gas.

T 3 TR gfaaut 3 FRoT, S o ae s d £ gl @

e This has led to deep recession and deindustrialisation.
saw 7R ALY 3T sitg@eheTor # fRrae 3m$ €

o Germany’s elite tried to weaken the AfD through political strategies, but this
approach failed.

S & ofi§ 13t & ATD FY FASR FIA HT FIRAer A, AfereT Ig wEfa 3rawa @

A New Approach: Negotiating with Russia

TH A5 WEHfa: & & 919 qradid

e Merz has the advantage of leading a new government with a fresh mandate.
A & UTH T oS AIHR 31T dATSIT AL T T B

e Instead of continuing failed old policies, he should reset Germany’s approach
toward Russia.

YT 3G AfAdl FT TR @A & T4, 3¢ T F Tfa el Ay A F g
gfesnia e TRl

e Thefocus should be on bringing the Ukraine war to a quick and just end.
AT Tl JGU FY STt AR AT T8F F FATCT 1 T g e

e He must rebuild the economy by negotiating a new energy agreement with
Russia.

37¢ ®F & WY T AT Foll GAS F ATETH { JFeqaedT FI Gl ifad Fm Q1w

o A stable Europe is essential for Germany’s continued growth as the continent’s
economic and political engine.

% U AT At i faar gefer & fore amraeass B, #ifss I8 wAgred &1 anfde
3R Terhifas &% 2
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The UGC’s mandate is to elevate, not strangulate

|GS Paper II: Education Sector |

he University Grants
Commission (UGC) has
been in the news again,
with the States pushing
back on its directive on the
procedure for appointment of vice
chancellors. It is unusual for chief
ministers to concern themselves
so closely with minutiae of this
kind, but those of Kerala and
Tamil Nadu have campaigned
against it, terming the directive
unconstitutional as it impinges
upon matters that are the
prerogative of the States. They are
particularly unhappy that the UGC
may be cementing the practice of
Governors choosing vice
chancellors. As the States shoulder
much of the burden of financing
universities, and have a deciding
role in instituting them, their
insistence that the elected State
government rather than the
Governor appointed by the Centre
have the final say has validity.

A meaningful innovation
However, the substantive part of
the UGC’s recent directive was an
amended guideline for the
qualifications for a vice chancellor.
The requirement that the vice
chancellor must be an academic
has been rescinded, and eligibility
has been extended to persons who
have distinguished themselves in
other fields, including industry.
This is actually a rare instance in
recent times of a meaningful and
potentially gainful innovation by
the UGC. Globally, heads of
academic institutions have not
always been professional
academics. In the U.S., former
secretaries of state are invited to
serve as faculty in the best
universities of that country. The
colleges of Oxford and Cambridge
have distinguished themselves by
choosing as their heads
ex-parliamentarians, writers, and
journalists, and no one has
thought the practice odd. The
public very likely see such
appointments as adding value, as
most of these individuals would
have had exceptional careers.
India is not a stranger to this
practice. Over 50 years ago, Prime

—

Pulapre

Balakrishnan,

Honorary Visiting
Professor, Centre for

Development Studies,

Thiruvananthapuram

Micro
management by
the UGC and
excessive social
engineering
imposed by
political parties
have resulted in
the persistent
under-
performance of
our universities

Minister Indira Gandhi appointed
G. Parthasarathy as the first vice
chancellor of JNU. He had played
many roles in a distinguished
career of public service and went
on to launch JNU as a premier
university of India. So the
suggestion that inducting persons
from outside to assume leadership
of the university is likely to be
damaging is unwarranted.

How the UGC should be judged
Not only is it far fetched to decry
the UGC recommendation on the
qualifications for a vice chancellor
as “unconstitutional” and against
the spirit of federalism, but such
complaints detract from a scrutiny
of the UGC’s record on the
parameter by which it ought to be
judged. The UGC was established,
by an Act of Parliament, in 1956,
with the express intention that it
maintains acceptable standards of
higher education across the
country. What it has instead
succeeded in achieving is to have
imposed a uniformity of rules and
regulations across universities
while achieving next to nothing in
elevating them to global standards
in the dissemination and
production of knowledge. The
poor preparedness of India’s
graduates has been flagged in
public. Recently, a judge of the
Supreme Court lamented the
quality of young lawyers
practising in India’s courts. Some
years ago, the head of a leading
company of the Tata Group spoke
of the quality of engineers India is
producing. Note that this only
points to the standard of
instruction in the higher
education system. We have not
even begun to talk of the quality of
research, including that of the
PhDs being awarded.

Curiously, the UGC seems to
have nothing to say on the quality
of education in universities.
Instead, it deploys all its resources
and energies to procedural
matters that are best left to the
educational institutions
themselves. Its interventions
encompass rules on an attendance
requirement for students, the

regulation of faculty time, the
maintenance of records on
examinations conducted, and
procedure by which the
curriculum is chosen. Some of
these requirements were part of
the apparatus of generalised
surveillance of the natives in
colonial times. It is unfortunate
that they have not been junked.
Much of it has no bearing on
learning, apart from undermining
faculty performance, the lifeblood
of the university. Having managed
to tie down a university’s
functioning to the last detail, the
UGC has succeeded in expunging
all agency from faculty, who once
took responsibility for learning
outcomes but consider themselves
no longer accountable for them, as
their wings have been clipped.
Fifty years ago, the university was
a freer space and with greater
faculty presence. It is difficult to
make sense of the development
that the 1991 reforms have been
accompanied by mare intrusive
regulation of India’s universities. It
is also difficult to makes sense of
the fact that as the country’s per
capita income has risen, the
stature of its public university has
measurably declined. Work at the
cutting edge of science by Satyen
Bose in Dacca and S.
Chandrashekar in Madras in the
early part of the last century took
place in public universities at a
time when India was far poorer.

The production of knowledge is
an enterprise without borders.
Nothing demonstrates this better
than the spectacular emergence of
DeepSeek, the Al App from China.
We must reflect deeply on why
India is not a player in this game.
Globally, universities are one of
the sites of production of
knowledge but those in India are
not governed with a view to
attaining this goal. A high
compliance burden due to micro
management by the regulator and
excessive social engineering
imposed by political parties have
resulted in their persistent
underperformance. The UGC’s
original mandate behoves it to
address the situation.

The UGC’s Mandate is to Elevate, Not Strangulate
TSI T 35&T GUEAT ¢, STET STeleT oTe!

Website: patrioticias.in

Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

Page2 1



PATRIOTIC IAS: 3 Floor KV Tower, Near Rajbanshi Hospital,
Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Contact Number: 9971932488

The University Grants Commission (UGC) has been in the news
again, with States opposing its directive on vice chancellor
appointments.

freafag@Tera sregerer 3mater (UGC) e @ o=t # 8, Fifr T 58
Ferata g dae e #1 A v @

Chief Ministers of Kerala and Tamil Nadu have called the directive
unconstitutional, arguing that it interferes with State rights.

¥l 31X affreens & geaad 50 e &1 sradenfas gar )@ §, FifE JE vt F
HUFRT A gEaaT FIT1 8

They are particularly unhappy that the UGC may be reinforcing the practice of
Governors selecting vice chancellors.

d FAY &9 A 0 o1 & ARG & o Fet TsFarell garT Feafaar 1 fagiFa $ir gar
Y AT HT THAT ¢

Since States finance universities, they argue that elected State governments, not
centrally appointed Governors, should have the final say.

it T [rafdeamadt & Rauyor #1 5K 3o &, 370 A ¢ & iR =
TR $ 3ifaer faoty s &1 aftrew ger =nfee, & B 3 qamr g Trsararelt &1

A Meaningful Innovation
TS JId& AqAOR

The UGC'’s recent directive also includes changes in qualifications for vice
chancellors.

Tt & giferam foder & Ferafaat i Megar # AT ot agag o v )
The requirement that a vice chancellor must be an academic has been removed,

extending eligibility to distinguished professionals from other fields, including
industry.

I Ferafar F foT srwefAs g faard adi 1, 3N 3w &=t & sfaftsa safFaat,
S e @ 3 RAwAL, F o qEar g 7

This is a rare and potentially beneficial innovation by the UGC.

Ig ettt GanT Uk geret AR HenmfarT w7 @ ety AR ¢

Globally, heads of top universities have not always been professional academics.
farea TR T, M Rrrafaezrert & wore gavem deraw Ranfag =t @ ¥

Inthe U.S., former secretaries of state have been invited to serve as faculty in
leading universities.

AR #, qa faer wf¥aEt oMY favafacarert # @ ageg & &9 7 3nAfa fmar
TATE

Oxford and Cambridge have often appointed ex-parliamentarians, writers, and
journalists as heads of their colleges.

FitFaers 3R FFaer A 3R qF wiEe, Al AR THHERT T 379 Hiclal B THE
[GECSACEIES

India’s Past Examples
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HRA F qd 3&TEI0T

India is not new to this practice.

R 59 94T ¥ 3qRRa «1ET &
Over 50 years ago, Prime Minister Indira Gandhi appointed G. Parthasarathy as
the first vice chancellor of JNU.

50 HTel T, TerTersislt $Texy aneft @ SfY. ardaeft #Y vy & wger Forafa F T &
fargerar fomam |

He had an exceptional career in public service and played a key role in launching
JNU as a premier university in India.

3eTehT Wda Tl QT & T FfAf¥sa FRAT 1@ 31K 3ogia) AT 1 0RA & 9@
fareafiearers # 0 & Tufia #To & Agcaqut sy fsné|

The argument that bringing in experts from outside academia will harm
universities is unfounded.

Ig e o et &t & a1ex @ Rl w Agea w3 ¥ Reafiggrert st qaar ghm,
T 8

How the UGC Should Be Judged
TG T FediweT F4 fHar s fee

It is unrealistic to call the UGC’s recommendation on vice chancellor
gualifications "unconstitutional" or against federalism.

Ig ottt Y Farafa Fegar gaet Reier #1  ywdefas ar guare F Bers sean
I ATaEIR ¢

Such complaints divert attention from the real issue—how well the UGC has
performed its core function.

SH AN I RIS CATT STeahTelt § 318el Heg B— e o 9t e foeaerdt
feraet areet ave s &1

The UGC'’s Original Mandate
TS T A 3527

The UGC was established in 1956 to maintain acceptable standards of higher
education across India.

Tt T FUTIAT 1956 F 3= RIS & ATTH! Y FATC T@ & forw &y 975 Y|

Instead of elevating universities to global standards, the UGC has focused on
uniform rules and regulations.

faeafaezrer 1 3Raw AT dF TG & T, i o dhaer fraAT A gfmanat
F THET Tl R 1T T Bl

Quality of Higher Education in India
R A 3T fArat iy qorar

India’s graduates lack preparedness, as noted in public discussions.

AR & FATTHR! A AR FAAR &, o171 5 Ardetfors Tai3it & & 3 gl
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A Supreme Court judge recently criticized the quality of young lawyers in Indian
courts.

Teh FHIA FIE F wATATeer 3 gTef €1 7 HRAT HeTeral 3 Jar gehrell Y JoTaar 9 f=rar
qFd HI|

A Tata Group leader had earlier raised concerns about the quality of engineers
graduating in India.

T WHE & T W@ AHTAFRY A Tgel HR H T g1 arel ot forat Y oreaer o
IEGIRGGIER N

These issues highlight poor instruction in higher education.

I FAEITC o7 AT 7 FASR ReTor ggufar #i g £

Research quality is another concern, especially the standard of PhD degrees
being awarded.

eiver T Y 3ot it v worw AT B, faQy & & drewrst fFaft & A @t A

UGC’s Misplaced Focus
TSIt T ITerd T fAhar =T

The UGC has remained silent on the quality of education in universities.
Fotrel fareafaeamerat # et #y Jorawr ) godt 7Y g F|

Instead, it spends resources on procedural matters that should be handled by
universities themselves.

SHh T, Ig 39T Soil T UfHATHAS AT W @Y F W@ 8, e a9
fareafagarerat ganrT yaftra o e anfyel
UGC interventions cover:
o Attendance requirements for students.
Faculty work hours regulation.

(@]
o Record-keeping for examinations.
o Curriculum selection procedures.

o Bl fr 3ufeyfa ga A
o et F F 9HT F1 FFAA|
o qdiemmsit & forw Reprs g=ie @l

o UTSIHHA I T UfFHaTT|
Many of these regulations are reminiscent of colonial-era bureaucratic controls.

so13 A $3 e tafeaRis Fra F werafas @Ag=or i 3¢ o #

Impact on Faculty and Learning

Rraterr 31T RraTor U woTT

Excessive micro-management by UGC has undermined faculty autonomy.
Tl g@RT it FeA-vaee o et i Taradar & FAER T g
Professors, who were once responsible for learning outcomes, now feel
powerless due to rigid regulations.

ST UIhER Ug el Hid@et & IROMmAT & AT SFATR &, 7 319 FoR AIAT & FROT 08T
HEHH FIA 8
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50 years ago, universities were freer, with greater faculty involvement.

50 |Tel T, favafgamery srftre waaw &, 3 Rraret i 3rftre smfier o

The Paradox of Over-Regulation and Economic Growth

At RAfeTae it s3nfEs Qe &1 [

It is ironic that India’s 1991 economic reforms were accompanied by more
intrusive regulations on universities.

Ig fagee & fF 1991 % anfde et & wrer € Rreafagmest w 3 sfts wor fagw

AL F T A
Despite rising per capita income, the quality and stature of public universities
have declined.

yfar safFa 3T 7 gefr & aras[g, Wrawrfaw feafagzrerat #r qporasr ik wfaser
TSR

In contrast, early 20th-century scientists like Satyen Bose and S.
Chandrasekhar conducted world-class research in India’s public universities
despite financial limitations.

3 faadid, 204t wdt #r eara # ¥y AW 3R v, dEAEy ¥ dmfawt o e
W13 & dTaeE AR F WA feafagarert # faed Tadrr aer fmar am

Global Knowledge Production and India’s Lagging Universities

dfRas 7= Ieatea 3R HRa ¥ Rosd afgaew

Knowledge creation is a global enterprise, with cutting-edge research
happening worldwide.

AT ScuTee T 3P ik &, 3 gferm s & srcamyfaes aiver g e 21

The emergence of DeepSeek, China’s Al app, highlights the growing role of
universities in global innovation.

DeepSeek, s #T Al ¥, I 20T & o Freafagzmera 3Ra® samar # Ageayqe
sifareT oo @ 81

India is absent from this innovation landscape, raising concerns about the
effectiveness of its universities.

AR 6 AGMER TR 7 IFuieyd 8, foed sud Reafagzret @ gemadfiear w
Harer 354 8

The Root Causes of Underperformance

FHASAR FG2ieT & el FROT

Excessive compliance burden due to UGC micro-management.

e F A ToF FEA-TUT F FROT eIl HT 37T 37|

Political interference and social engineering, which restrict universities from
focusing on knowledge creation.

Tt geaaty AR arfors faesor, S farafaerert @1 #ArT Foiel WX earet Hfed
el & Akl ¢ |
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Failure of the UGC to address fundamental issues, such as research quality,
faculty independence, and global competitiveness.

Tt i gAY FSET A g e F Rsworan, S efver yoraE, Rratet i Faaa, i
s gfaeayt|

Conclusion: UGC Must Return to Its Core Mandate

forsed: aitet @t 3r9e Her 35T W dlear @ifyw

The UGC must shift focus from bureaucratic control to improving education
guality.

Il Y gerrafas f@A=or § geah R Y T GRS 9 1T ST Afge]
Universities should be governed with the goal of fostering knowledge creation,
rather than mere rule enforcement.

freafagareral 1 waTeret AT ForeT F) 9141 & F g ¥ v v =anfew, o fon
shael TAIHAT 1 ] FA F faw

If India wants to compete globally, its universities must be freed from
unnecessary regulations and allowed to innovate.

I AR o1 IRTew Faw o wfarat w0 §, dF 580 [Aeafagarest 1 sraas
st & o FTF TAER A Taaaar & S AR
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Why are pilots asking for more rest hours?

Why were the relaxed rules brought out by the Directorate General of Civil Aviation in 2024 opposed by airlines? How many days of leave do pilots get? What has
the Delhi High Court ruled with respect to duty norms for pilots?

IGS Paper |
\Governance

EXPLAINER

Jagriti Chandra

The story so far:
fter at least a year-long tussle
over the new relaxed duty
norms for pilots brought out by
the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), the Delhi High Court on
February 24, ruled that a vast chunk of
these rules would come into effect from
July 1, 2025. This brings to a close a
six-year battle in Delhi High Court waged
by pilot unions against the punitive
provisions of the DGCA’s 2019 norms that
raised permissible night flying from one
night to two consecutive nights, slashed
rest periods including for ultra-long range
flights, and allowed airlines special
dispensation for utilising pilots during
unforeseen circumstances such as
inclement weather or emergencies.

What did the High Court rule?

The Delhi High Court ruled that a vast
chunk of the liberalised duty and rest
norms for pilots that were unveiled in
January 2024, but put under abeyance
after opposition from airlines, would
come into effect from July 1, 2025. These
include provisions such as increased
weekly rest from 36 hours to 48 hours.
Airlines would also be required to submit
quarterly reports of fatigue complaints
filed by pilots as well as subsequent action
taken by airlines to the DCGA.

Some of the more contentious
provisions have been postponed for
implementation on or before November 1.
This includes the new definition of night
duty — 00:00 hrs to 05:00 hours being
widened to 06:00 hours — which would
bring down the quantum of night flying as
pilots can’t be rostered for more than two
consecutive nights of flying. The number
of landings for flights encroaching night
duty will be capped to two; while on night
duty pilots can also not be assigned more
than eight hours of flying duty or 10 hours
of total duty that encompasses pre and
post flight t The special dispensati
given to airlines in the event of
unforeseen circumstances has been
tightened where the additional duration
for which pilots can be utilised has been
brought down from three hours to two
hours, and their rest in such events has
been raised.

Pilots were forced to go to Delhi High
Court in May 2024, after the DGCA put its
own January 2024 rules on hold because
of stiff opposition from airlines. Several
airlines had told the DGCA that
provisioning for more rest and reduced
flying would require them to hire more
pilots which would need time, in the
absence of which there could be flight
cancellations and increase in airfare.

The volte face from the DGCA though
came after it had admonished airlines for
engaging in scaremongering and pressed
for an urgent “wake-up call” as there had
been incidents of pilot deaths “ostensibly
due to punishing rosters”. On August 17,
2023, IndiGo’s Captain Manoj
Balasubramani died due to a cardiac
arrest at the boarding gate of Nagpur
airport minutes before his flight to Pune.

‘Why are there demands for rest?
Following the resurgence in travel post
COVID-19, pilots say their share of daily
flying has increased considerably, which
includes upto four landings in a day that
entail a flying duty of upto 10 hours and
total duty period of 12-13 hours. As
approaches and landings demand a
higher level of concentration and
complex decision-making. more flights

-
i

T

mean a substantial increase in workload.
Since a change in DGCA’s rules in 2019,
airlines are also allowed to deploy pilots
on two consecutive nights of flying, which
is one of the most staunchly opposed
provisions because it requires pilots to
stay awake against their natural body
clock, with the window of circadian low,
between 2am and 6am, being the
toughest. When these night flights are
combined with 3-4 landings per day
involving a duty period of 10 to 13 hours,
pilots are often at their tether’s end. With
low-cost carriers massively increasing
their short-haul international flying over
the past decade, there has been a spurt in
night flying. Over the years, this has
become more hectic with airlines
removing hotel rest at the destination,
and requiring pilots to operate the return
leg to improve cost and manpower
efficiency. Pilots are known to overshoot
their mandatory duty hours on routes in
the Gulf such as to Bahrain and Jeddah.
While pilots typically fly between 50 to
90 hours in a month, their monthly duty
period that include pre and post flight
tasks could be upto 140-150 hours. While
this may seem like a much lighter
schedule than the average 200 hours a
month for anyone working a 9-5 job, there
are many factors that need to be
considered. For instance, the legal
entitlement of weekly rest within 168
hours provided by the DGCA implies that
pilots get their weekly off only on the
eighth day. There are no public or
government holidays and only six casual
leaves, 12 sick leaves and 30 privilege
leaves (Air India) which have to be
applied for a year in advance. IndiGo
provides 42 PLs to pilots in command,
and 22 to First Officers. This may also be
due to the nature of the business that
requires rostering and commercial teams
to ensure sanctity of flight schedules
which have been sold to passengers.
Then there is the cockpit environment
that makes flying fatiguing. These include
factors such as movement restriction,
poor air flow. low light levels. background

Long hours: An Air India aircraft takes off as an IndiGo aircraft waits at the Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel International Airport in Ahmedabad, in 2017. REUTERS

noise, and vibration as well as multiple
cycles of changes in oxygen pressurisation
requiring one’s body to ¢ ly adjust

Management is a key area of our
operation, and we follow a

to rapid shifts resulting in fatigue.
Automation has replaced hands-on
flying in the cockpit, making greater
demands on the crew to perform vigilant
monitoring which is tiring.

Erratic or unstable rosters in some
airlines are widely infamous for
disturbing how pilots plan their rest. For
example, a 10am reporting time could be
rescheduled to 4pm duty time that
concludes at 2am allowing one little
window for rejigging their pre-flight rest
after waking up at 6am or 7am.
Alternating night and day shifts, unlike a
fixed night or duty shift for a specific
number of days, where the human body’s
natural circadian rhythm struggles to
adjust to disruptions, does take its toll.

While the DGCA norms are broadly
based on those framed by the U.S. and
European aviation regulators, the

Federation Aviation Administration and
European Union Aviation Safety Agency,
pilot unions underline that these are only
prescriptive outer limits that are further
negotiated by various airline unions,
whereas cockpit crew in India have no
such negotiating power as their unions
are not recognised by airlines, who
enforce only the upper thresholds laid
down by the DGCA.

The impact of the exacting rosters is
such that pilots are known to sleep inside
the cockpit for 1.5 to 2.5 hours even on
domestic and short-haul international
flights of upto five hours

Add to these, the revised contract
implemented by Air India and Air India
Express since 2023, where pilots get a
fixed pay equivalent to 40-hours of flying,
down from 70-hours earlier, further
pushing pilots to fly more to earn more.

‘What do the airlines say?

“Air India is committed to the safety and
wellbeing of its crew members and has
been implementing robust fatigue
management protocols. Fatizue

I ive Fatigue Risk
(FRM) process to assess any such report.
This involves engaging the

i } ical fatigue tool (
Boeing Alertness Model -BAM) for risk
analysis and a dedicated review
committee — Fatigue Safety Action Group
(F-SAG) - besides, sustained monitoring
by the regulator,” the airline
spokesperson told The Hindu. They added
that they also have a non-punitive,
confidential nature of fatigue reporting
system for proactive and transparent
feedback from the pilots. There was no
response from IndiGo on its fatigue
management practices.

Air India has over 3,500 pilots, which it
said was more than adequate for the
existing fleet and the “current” DGCA
norms on pilot rest and duty times.

While there is a surge in travel
demand, allowing airlines to raise airfares
and witness record profits, they are also
faced with the need to closely watch their
costs as airport tariffs have gone up
post-pandemic and an acute shortage of
new aircraft due to supply-chain
challenges has pushed the cost of the few
available on lease by 20-30% higher than
in 2019. Profit margins in airline business
are slim, and according to the
International Air Transport Association
(IATA), net profits are expected to be
$36.6 billion in 2025 with a 3.6% net profit
margin which translates into average net
profit per passenger being $7.0. Flight
crew salaries and expenses account for
the third biggest cost for airlines globally
at 8.7% of the total cost.

There were 11,775 pilots employed
across airlines in the country as of
November 2024, with a fleet size of nearly
800 aircraft. As the world’s fastest
growing aviation market, which has 1,000
aircraft on order between Air India and
IndiGo alone set to be delivered by 2035,
the demand for more pilots is expected to
continue to grow and so will efforts to
optimise their utilisation.

Why Are Pilots Asking for More Rest Hours?
uTIere AOF s aag i AR F73f FI @ 82

Post-COVID travel resurgence has increased pilots’ daily flying
hours, often requiring up to four landings in a day.
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v

The Delhi High Court ruled that
avast chunk of the liberalised
duty and rest norms for pilots
that were unveiled in January
2024, but put under abeyance
after opposition from airlines
would come into effect from
July 1,2025.

v

Following the resurgence in
travel post COVID-19, pilots say
their share of daily flying has
increased considerably, which
includes upto four landings in a
day that entail a flying duty of
upto 10 hours and total duty
period of 12-13 hours.

v

The impact of the exacting
rosters is such that pilots are
known to sleep inside the
cockpit for 1.5 to 2.5 hours
even on domestic and
short-haul international flights
of upto five hours
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COVID-19 & 91§ AT # FEf& & HROT IrIere] Y &fw 33 68 96 7T §,
forad 358 v e F 9 IR a oAf3er w3l ggdh 31

e Approaches and landings require high concentration and complex decision-
making, making excessive flying mentally and physically exhausting.

I AR AR F 3=9 TaX 6 varrar 3 Ffead Ao A Y 3T Twmar g &, TIw
3ATF 33T ARAF 3 TRNF T T IF1= arel g g1

e Since 2019, pilots can be assigned two consecutive nights of flying, disrupting
their natural sleep cycle (circadian rhythm), especially between 2 AM and 6 AM.

2019 &, ITIerel F TR &Y TGt aF 331 A & fore Torgara fram s gar 8, Sra@
SeTeh! FTpfares slig Y o (FH I Rewr) gt gl 8, 9y &9 8 U 2 99 @ gag 6
T & =i

e Low-cost carriers have increased night flights, and many airlines no longer
provide hotel rest at destinations, forcing pilots to operate return flights
immediately.

FH AR qTell TITATSH o T 1 35 7 JE 0 A §, IR F$ TR 3deq W gea
¥ frsmer 1 giae 78t &, foraw arrerel &t i arat 337 Harfard el s B

o Pilots’ mandatory duty hours are often exceeded on routes to Gulf countries
like Bahrain and Jeddah.

e et (q8de 3R Siggm) F At W), et & Ffaar 39 9 e IR @ o £

Why Were the Relaxed Rules Opposed by Airlines?
TIATEY o e At &1 Qe F=4f e

o Airlines argued that increasing rest hours and reducing flight time would require
hiring more pilots, leading to operational delays and higher airfares.

TIESH T e AT b A1 & O 9o+t 3R 339 AT 7 Fa ¥ 30w araerel i
srelt At e, Foreer aitaversTer &Y 3il¥ frre # qgfr e

o The DGCA initially supported stricter rest norms, citing incidents of pilot deaths
due to fatigue.

ST o 3T A F3 s A=A 1 Fardar T, I aTd gU 6 4= & FRoT
Rl 1 ey A geae g§ ¢

e On August 17, 2023, IndiGo’s Captain Manoj Balasubramani suffered a cardiac
arrest at Nagpur airport just before his flight to Pune.

17 39T 2023 FY, $FB3M F Freeet AT ATATHIHTIH 1 ALY §ATS HIS W FISAH
IEE G3T, ST d IO & fAIT 387 o1t ared |

e Despite this, airlines pressured the DGCA to put the new rules on hold, leading
pilots to approach the Delhi High Court in May 2024.

FHS d199[g, TIXATSH o SIS W ga1d 3T & g ¢ fg#t & ¥ufa w1, e
RIeel of A% 2024 H el 81§ FIE &1 3@ fFam

What Did the Delhi High Court Rule?
el 1€ FE &1 Hgar F47 U172
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On February 24, 2025, the Delhi High Court ruled that most of the relaxed duty
and rest norms would take effect from July 1, 2025.

24 SaY 2025 F, el gT$ HIE o harer fea T srferanier v fsmer sik 53 fager 1
SIS 2025 | AL gt

Weekly rest will increase from 36 hours to 48 hours.
ATcdiies TS AT 36 U & TET 48 e FHT f&ar e

Airlines must submit quarterly reports on pilot fatigue complaints and actions
taken to the DGCA.

WRAEH I T faAR) 7 graerel it aarer gatf Raral 3R 378 T F= & fow samn
AT HeHT T RAIE ST T oY gl

Some rules will be implemented by November 1, 2025, including:
o Expanding the definition of night duty from 00:00-05:00 hrs to 00:00-
06:00 hrs.
o Capping night-duty landings to two per flight.
o Reducing maximum flying duty to 8 hours on night shifts.

o e I S& A wHT AT 00:00-05:00 & F@TFT 00:00-06:00 Y ST
o It 5g& & ghet arftrharar &Y AfEar iy aragafer g
o Tt 3E # HAFAH 336 WA 8 B d HfAT grami

Special allowances for unforeseen circumstances (weather delays,
emergencies) have been reduced from three hours to two hours.

e aRFEAfat (#haw, mara Rufa) 7 598 w9 ) i 92 § gee & e w1
e s &1

How Many Days of Leave Do Pilots Get?

Irrerel Y fras Rt it ged) MR &2

The DGCA mandates weekly rest within 168 hours, meaning pilots get a weekly
off only on the eighth day.

SISiiT fATaAY & AR qrrerel 1 ¥ 168 6 # T et 1 fsmer fforan 8, I
HYdTg A Fad 31ed f&T srashrer Aadar 21

Public or government holidays do not apply to pilots.
Il $ HIS ATl AT GIFRY TR AT fAdT
Different airlines provide varying leave benefits:
o Air India: 6 casual leaves, 12 sick leaves, and 30 privilege leaves (applied a

year in advance).
o IndiGo: 42 privilege leaves for commanders, 22 for first officers.

o TAT FAT: 6 T EAS Fefedr, 12 AR 3raehre, 3R 30 faRIMiRIwR Fefear
(T I Ugol 1A heAT ITaTH) |
o FfEaM: FATSH & fov 42 fFAWsR gefear, yua sftwiat & fav 22|

Challenges Faced by Pilots Due to Erratic Rosters

FfAafara ASTer F FROT qrrere] 1 gl arell FHAEATT
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Frequent last-minute schedule changes disrupt pilots’ sleep and rest cycles.

TR-IR 3 G777 AsgA agea @ urgeret H slig AR e aw gafad grar g
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Example: A pilot with a 10 AM duty may have it rescheduled to 4 PM, which ends
at 2 AM, making pre-flight rest difficult.

3ETRIVT: 3R fordll Urrere 1 53¢ gag 10 9ot it ff Afder 3@ agoaaw e 4 ot
T feram a1, 3R T 2 FoF FATCA g8, A I9-331 1A Fard oAl g

Cockpit conditions contribute to fatigue:
Restricted movement.

Low airflow and lighting.
Background noise and vibrations.
Oxygen pressure fluctuations.

HifAa afdrefreran

o & A yarg AR yeer

o T‘Eﬂ'\ﬁ'ammml

o 3feHISIeT gaTg & 3dR-Ted|

o O O O

O

Financial Pressure on Pilots

qIrerel W 3 aarg

Since 2023, Air India and Air India Express revised pilot contracts to reduce
fixed pay from 70 flying hours to 40 flying hours.

2023 ¥, TR 31397 3R v ST vewiw A yrrere eyt 7 agea B Gaa
fafRad aas 70 339 g F geTHT 40 HT & =m)

This forces pilots to fly more hours to maintain earnings.

FHA UTere] F1 37 fF 331 oA & Fore woray B aran § anf 3avehy 3mr &=t W@

Conclusion

sy

Pilots demand more rest due to increased workload, disrupted sleep cycles,
and extreme fatigue.

qrIere 3ford e Y #19T 7Y W@ § T 3AFT FRINK 9¢ 7T §, dig T a7 [erg s
¥, 3R 3 rcaftF g AegE AW E

The Delhi High Court ruling brings relief, but airlines continue to resist these
changes due to cost concerns.

el 815 FIE &1 el Trerel F fow Tgd A 3T &, Afhed TATATEH oIl 961 &
FIOT Zo7 IRE FT &30 FT @

What Do the Airlines Say?
TIATSH T FIT FgalT g2

Air India states that it is committed to the safety and well-being of its crew
members and has implemented robust fatigue management protocols.

TR 33T T Fgerr § T 97 9w A A FRaw 3R Fearor F v wfaaey § 3N
3T AT e Tt NEPier o] e &

Fatigue Management is a key area of operation, and Air India follows a
comprehensive Fatigue Risk Management (FRM) process to assess risks.
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AT FatTeT HeaTelel T TF Y@ &7 5, X T ST3a1 sarae gater e gaerer

(FRM) IfSFaT &7 UTelel T &

It uses the Jeppesen Boeing Alertness Model (BAM) for risk analysis and has a
Fatigue Safety Action Group (F-SAG) for review and monitoring.

IE AYAA ST AT Ase (BAM) T 3UATT ST fageyor & forw sear g 3R
AT G&TT FNATS WAHG (F-SAG) & ATETH § FHET 3R AIRTAr e B

Air India has a non-punitive and confidential fatigue reporting system to ensure
transparent feedback from pilots.

TR ST & 91H U IR-E31cA® 3R M et Raiféar yomelt &, 59w arerel @
ureeft afafar gfafRae 6 s 3

IndiGo has not provided any response regarding its fatigue management
practices.

SN A 7T YFTeT YU 3T W S wfafhar 7t & g

Current Pilot Strength and Operational Challenges

Air India employs over 3,500 pilots, which it claims is sufficient for its current
fleet and existing DGCA duty norms.

TIT 33T F 9T 3,500 ¥ 34 qrrere §, 31K 39T Fgar ¢ Ig adHT 9 3
AT ST 39 AT & faw g §

Despite high travel demand and increased airfare revenues, airlines must
control costs due to rising airport tariffs and aircraft leasing prices.

mﬁnﬁﬁrmﬁh@#a@gﬁm%m,mﬁmmﬁagw
3R fTer ST arera 9T AT @ g3 wr

Aircraft leasing costs have risen by 20-30% since 2019 due to global supply
chain issues.

e rqfet sj@en A wAEAT3T & FROT, AT AfSier Hr amrd 2019 & 20-30% TF
AL

Profit margins in the airline business remain low.

TS ST A AT ATforeT areft oft FaA 81

According to the International Air Transport Association (IATA), global airline net
profits in 2025 are expected to be $36.6 billion, with a 3.6% profit margin.

HARTSET ga1$ TRae W (IATA) &F HTAR, AT TISH T 2025 7 Y e
$36.6 fafarger gl Y 35+iq &, TorwenT amer anfSiaT 3.6% I@am|

This translates to an average profit of just $7 per passenger.

gt 31 & T ufa Il sitaa arer Faer $7 gl

Pilot Workforce in India

AR A qIIarel &1 §E&IT

As of November 2024, India had 11,775 employed pilots and a total fleet of nearly
800 aircraft.

AdeY 2024 dF, smaﬁll,wsmmmeraﬂtgmmsooﬁﬂﬁmaaml
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e India is the fastest-growing aviation market, with 1,000 aircraft on order from Air

India and IndiGo alone, set for delivery by 2035.
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81 1,000 AT 71 TS =T AT €, 5 2035 d AaRa few Smeen)

e The demand for more pilots is expected to continue rising, along with efforts to

optimize pilot utilization.

37aTel It & qTrereY Y AT TR Teat Y FHEAT &, 31K WRAST 3% 39AT Fi

IrFaH F F T W@ L

KEYWORD

Surveillance capitalism: the
power to control personal data

A look at how surveillance capitalism relies on the commodification of personal data; its impact on privacy
and autonomy; and its deep ties to state surveillance

[GS Paper II: Political Theory |
Rebecca Rose Varghese

was chatting withBandCina
social media group about an
upcoming wedding she was
attending. She casually

mentioned needing a new dress and some

accessories. Later that evening, as she
scrolled through her social media feed,
she was bombarded with advertisements
for dresses, shoes, and jewellery
precisely like the ones she had described.
Have you ever experienced this? And if
you have, do you wonder how and why
this happens, and whether your private
conversations can be accessed by some
other entity?

In simple terms, this is exactly what
happens under surveillance capitalism.
Surveillance capitalism is an economic
system in which personal data is
collected, analysed, and sold by tech
conglomerates to predict and manipulate
human behaviour. This system is so
integral to the digital economy that it has
reshaped capitalism itself, as American
author and professor Shoshana Zuboff
argues in her 2018 book The Age of
Surveillance Capitalism: The Fight for a
Human Future at the New Frontier of
Power. She describes surveillance
capitalism as a new economic order that
expropriates human experience for
data-driven profit, and compares it to
earlier exploitative systems like
colonialism and industrial capitalism.

The concept

Unlike traditional capitalism, which
revolves around goods and services,
surveillance capitalism extracts human
experience as raw material to mine data,
predict behaviour, and influence
decisions. This data is sold to advertisers,
political campaigns, and other entities.
Companies like Google, Meta, and
Amazon have turned the internet into a
vast surveillance machine, tracking and
monetising every click, search, purchase,
and in some cases even offline
movements.

Zuboff describes the power from
extensive data collection as
instrumentarian power —control that
does not rely on coercion but which
subtly shapes behaviour. This is achieved
through predictive analytics,
recommendation algorithms, and
targeted content, nudging individuals

towards actions that benefit corporations.

Alex Pentland’s concept of social physics
further illustrates how analysing vast
datasets of human interactions reveals
patterns, allowing corporations and
policymakers to model, predict, and
influence collective behaviour. This
makes individuals more predictable
economic actors, reinforcing surveillance
capitalism’s role in shaping consumer
choices and social trends while
prioritising profit over autonomy.

Different from past forms
Surveillance capitalism differs

fundamentally from industrial capitalism.

While industrial capitalism relies on
labour and material producti

]

data-driven predictions.
Under industrial capitalism, companies
focus on efficiency, productivity, and the
exploitation and control of labour in
manufacturing. Surveillance capitali

GETTY IMAGES

vast amounts of privately collected data,
which they can obtain through legal
means such as data-shari

loss of autonomy.

Eroding autonomy

Surveillance capitalism’s reliance on
extensive data collection has created a
fragile and interconnected digital
network. The sheer volume of data
flowing through corporate and state
surveillance systems mean that
disruptions in one area can lead to
cascading failures across multiple sectors.
This systemic fragility becomes evident
during major data breaches and
algorithmic failures, which have led to
real-world consequences such as financial
instability and misinformation crises.

A notable example is the Cambridge
Analytica scandal, where vast amounts of
Facebook user data were harvested
without consent in 2014, and used to
build a system that could target voters in
the U.S. with personalised political
adverti This d 1 how
personal data, when exploited, can
influence democratic processes,
reinforcing concerns over the unchecked
power of surveillance capitalism.

The pervasive data monitoring and
predictive analytics employed by
corporations further erode personal
autonomy. Every action online is
recorded, analysed, and used to refine
behavioural predictions. Over time, users
are subtly conditioned by algorithmic
content, influencing their preferences and
decisions in ways that serve the interests
of advertisers and tech corporations
rather than their own. While this seems
harmless, it slowly erodes autonomy,
allowing those in power to shape
individual thinking for their benefit.

Challenges in regulation

Despite growing awareness of the dangers
of surveillance capitalism, regulatory
frameworks struggle to keep pace with
technological advancements. Laws such
as the European Union’s General Data
Protection Regulation (GDPR) and India’s
Digital Personal Data Protection Act
(DPDPA) attempt to give users more
control over their data. However, these
regulations fail to address the core issue —
the commodification of personal
information. This is largely because
existing legal frameworks are designed to
manage data privacy within traditional
capitalist models rather than protect
individuals from the structural impact of
surveillance capitalism.

Moreover, corporate lobbying and
political interests, particularly those in
power, bungle these efforts as
surveillance capitalism is highly beneficial
for them. The rise of tech leaders as
politicians is also an example of the
interplay between surveillance capitalism
and the surveillance state. When tech
giants gain increasing influence over
policymaking, they ensure that
regulations remain favourable to their
business interests. This dynamic makes it
difficult to implement meaningful
restrictions on data collection and
behavioural manipulation. The blurred
lines between political authority and
corporate power reinforce the dominance
of surveillance capitalism, limiting

ring agr
or extra-legal methods. The collaboration
b cor ions and states creates a

however, is about controlling behaviour.
Algorithms keep users engaged and guide
them toward choices that benefit tech
giants. This system prioritises data
collection over autonomy, making every
interaction a chance for monetisation.

One of the most concerning aspects of
surveillance capitalism is its

i with state surveillance.

surveillance capitalism profits from
behavioural data extraction. Instead of
tangible goods, companies commodify
human experience, making users both
consumers and raw material for

Governments increasingly rely on private
tech companies for intelligence gathering,
policing, and social control. Instead of
developing independent surveillance
infrastructures, states now have access to

Website: patrioticias.in

Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

system where the private sector’s profit
motives and public security interests
align, at the expense of individual privacy
and civil liberties. This reduces
democratic accountability, as much of this
surveillance happens within private
corporations, beyond public scrutiny.
Policies that favour deregulation and
corporate autonomy allow this model to
persist with minimal oversight,
reinforcing a structure where both states
and corporations benefit from mass
surveillance while individuals face
increasing risks of data exploitation and

acce ability and individual autonomy.

The concept of surveillance capitalism
is crucial as our lives become increasingly
entangled with technology. It serves as a
warning of the potential dangers if we are
not cautious and if states fail to
implement proper regulations and
restrictions on what private companies
can access and use. This is an academic
concept that must be widely discussed to
bring about meaningful policy changes.
Recognising its impact enables individuals
to critically engage with digital platforms
and demand stronger protections for
their privacy and autonomy.

Rebecca Rose Varghese is a freelance
Journalist.

@PATRIOTICIAS
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Surveillance Capitalism: The Power to Control Personal

Data

foerrelt geftare: safaraere Ser #r fafa F& $r afea

Surveillance capitalism is an economic system where personal
data is collected, analyzed, and sold to predict and manipulate
human behavior.

fearvor fFar sirar € 3R s srar § arfer AT csgggr i sfasgami 3k
ST fhaT 5T g

This system has reshaped capitalism itself and is integral to the digital
economy.

$H YoITell o efare 1 € aar w0 & 4 @ 3l 7 Rie srdegavyr w1 sfe feear
aATERI

Author Shoshana Zuboff, in her 2018 book The Age of Surveillance Capitalism,
compares it to colonialism and industrial capitalism, calling it an exploitative
economic order.

AT MATAT FATE 7 It 2018 FY TeaF " g T A Aoy Fiefasa & sahr
qeran stafaafAsware sik silefae getare @ #r 2, 3l 5@ avorsrY anfds saawyr
AT B

How Does Surveillance Capitalism Work?

et geftare & H Far 82

Unlike traditional capitalism, which is based on goods and services,
surveillance capitalism extracts human experience as raw material to mine
data, predict behavior, and influence decisions.

IRARF geftare Y HTATET 3T darsit ox smenie gt ¥, 39% Rl ferwe geitare
AT 3T Y Fod AT F T A 3TN FIAT ¢ alfh 3T WIee AT 1 7, SqG8R
srfasgamolt Y 51 T 3 fAotat ) ysnfaa frar s @)

Companies like Google, Meta, and Amazon have turned the internet into a
surveillance machine, tracking every click, search, and purchase.

Ter, At AR 3T S FfAEt @ feeie H IR a7 A 95 R €, I | B,
@ 3R @derdl Fr ¢ Far B

Some platforms can even track offline movements, leading to concerns about
privacy and data security.

TS CACHIH Jiiwersa aAfaraftal 1 s ¢ w1 ad §, Forwa aiveiar st 3er gean
Y AT AT 9¢ W &

Instrumentarian Power: Control Without Coercion

gEZARI gy faar sreReEd faaor
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Zuboff introduces the term "instrumentarian power," which refers to a form of
control that subtly shapes human behavior without force.

SEAE o " SEEHRIT aray ereg 21 R €, it X4 =T Y gerfar @ S R
ST fFT AT SI9ER & Tfaa F3ar 8

This is achieved through predictive analytics, recommendation algorithms, and
targeted content.

Ig qaTATe feayor, ReRel vemfew ikt aftra areraht & smeasr & R Srar 21

Social physics, a concept by Alex Pentland, explains how analyzing large
datasets of human interactions allows companies and governments to predict
and influence collective behavior.

rerer RpforFa, St vaw Yels g@rT T T 3RO 8, 9% geiih § 7 A duet
& farermer 3e1 7 Rectwor Fed Fufaat 3w wngfes sgaer $r srfasgamf sk
fa=or T ahelt §

This makes individuals more predictable as consumers, reinforcing corporate
profits over personal autonomy.

Ig SATFAAT T T AT STHFAT & deeT &ar ¢, Forad Fufarai i amer gvar @ 3k
TP Faciaar DA gl 2

Different from Past Forms

oo T & et

Surveillance capitalism differs from industrial capitalism, as it profits from
behavioral data extraction rather than relying on labor and material production.

forerrett geftarg sitea o gefiare & foest &, FifF I o sik siifaes seaes W fsie
B & I SUdER 3¢T & HIAE T o1 FHATAT 2

Instead of tangible goods, companies commodify human experience, making
users both consumers and raw material for data-driven predictions.

aEdfa® JEGIHT F T, FAAAT AT I T SATATANHIOT FIl! 8, Forwd
IUANTRAT 3TsIFAT 3R Ser-wmfaa #fasaamh & AT Fed At =t a9 I §
Industrial capitalism focuses on efficiency and labor control, while surveillance

capitalism prioritizes controlling behavior through algorithms and data
collection.

eI goltare gatar AR 4@ AT W SR giar §, srefE A gelarg
T ReH 3T 32T HIg F ATEAH ¥ ¥agR AT ) wrgfAFar &ar g1

Connection with State Surveillance

TS IR & gaer

Governments increasingly rely on private tech companies for intelligence
gathering, policing, and social control.

TN G THT F1, Flefel Fadel AR AT BAg=or & fow s & Fafaat
It faveix gl o @ 2

States gain access to vast amounts of privately collected data through legal
agreements or extralegal methods.
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T (A ARGl A1 R-Fef adiwl & fsh Fafaat ganT waa fre oo fremer Ser
% g YTed A B

This aligns corporate profit motives with public security interests, often at the
expense of individual privacy and civil liberties.

I HIANC A1 35T FT Aot farsk FIa Rt F aryr sivgar g, it s safFdera
aiaeiraT 3R AR Fadar Y T TgaraT g

Private corporations operate beyond public scrutiny, making democratic
accountability weaker.

ol Fafaar graafas FaRE @ TR FF FA E TS AFaiiE FaEed FASR
e ST B

Eroding Autonomy
AT AT hT &TXOT

Surveillance capitalism has created an interconnected digital network, where
data breaches and algorithmic failures can cause widespread disruptions.

fAarlt gafiare @ v 3o & SpeT g3 RfSed Aead aa AT §, Sret $e1 Seww R
TeANREH G sarqe TSaf3at T HROT a7 Gl &

Example: The Cambridge Analytica scandal (2014), where Facebook user data
was exploited to manipulate voter behavior in the U.S. elections.

3TEIOT: HFeer TenfarfeaT giere (2014), forw# Sage suATHar 32T HT goaaT
X AR Faral F AderdT sFaeR F yenaa fHar arm)

Every online action is recorded and analyzed, influencing preferences and
decisions in ways that benefit advertisers and tech corporations.

& JifeTensa fafaftr w Reis i Reewor fFar amar §, e gwe stk Aoty wsnfaa
g1 &, I Rremuaeranst 3R & Fufaat & fa F @ §

Over time, users are conditioned by algorithmic content, gradually reducing
their autonomy and independent thinking.

AT & WY, 3YARTFAT TenReH-3maRa weeh @ vanfa e & forad s
Faraddr AR Faaa ar eR-4R gedt st @1

Challenges in Regulation

ﬁﬁwﬁgﬂ’lﬁﬁ

Regulations like the EU's GDPR and India's DPDPA aim to give users more
control over their data.

T w9 F N 3t R F B safFara 3er awator sifafaws (DPDPA)
T 36T STARTHATIT FI 37 3T I HAF =0T &= 71

However, these laws fail to address the core issue—the commodification of
personal data.

gTalteh, A FefeT HET HEIT HT FATHUTA T8 FId—aN {3 SATFAINT 3T HT
SgaaTNSHIT §|

Corporate lobbying and political interests hinder strict regulations, as
surveillance capitalism benefits both businesses and governments.
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FIaRe dtfaer 3R Teedifas fd aed gt w aifta w5 8, Fife Ao Ghae @
cHaaTEl 3R EIERT 1T T AT g &

The rise of tech leaders as politicians further blurs the line between political
authority and corporate influence.

&F 3EANT F AT T AT H TgaT THT TAsiiiaes JUFR AR HIIRe Torma & i
$1 T@m # 3 gerar F dar 3

As aresult, strong regulations on data collection and behavioral manipulation
remain difficult to implement.

IROTAEERT, 3T HIE IHR SAAER FPT W A fAIH W] FIAT HReAel g1 ST g

Conclusion: Need for Awareness and Policy Changes

sy Srereeddr 3R Aifa aRadsT i smaaFar

Surveillance capitalism is shaping modern society, making it critical to
implement proper regulations.

fAIrlt gafiare smefars TATST 1 3R & @1 8, @ 3R fas &y w3 smaeas
&Y ST B

If left unchecked, it will continue to erode privacy, autonomy, and democratic
accountability.

3T 39 9 [AIF0T €Y @1 9141, | g MUAIdT, Tadar 3K AFdifaE sraEee) F
FASAR FHIAT QI

Public discourse and awareness are necessary to demand stronger legal
protections against mass surveillance.

ArdsTiareh T AR ST Y HTIHAT § i a1 et & f@ems Jsrqa
FTeaAT FI&IT Y AT Y ST Fh |

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

Page36



Patriotic

www.patrioticias.in

PATRIOTIC IAS: 3" Floor KV Tower, Near Rajbanshi Hospital,
Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Contact Number: 9971932488

USAID: Cong., BJP take swipe at each other

Opposition party cites Finance Ministry report to say none of the seven USAID projects being implemented is related to voter turnout, while ruling

party says the former is trying to deflect blame, adds that India’s governance will not be dictated by foreign agents masquerading as benefactors

[GS Paper II: Cooperative Federalism |

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Bharatiya Janata
T Party on Monday

again targeted the
Congress over the United
States Agency for Interna-
tional Development
(USAID) funding issue, say-
ing the party and its “eco-
system” were “desperate”
to deflect blame.

The Congress, however,
said the USAID was cur-
rently implementing seven
projects in collaboration
with the Union govern-
ment, and none were relat-
ed to voter turnout, as per
a report from the Finance
Ministry.

The BJP’s Information
Technology Cell head,
Amit Malviya, posted on X:

USAID: Congress and BJP Take Swipes at Each Other

QQ As stated in the Finance
Ministry’s annual report
for 2023-24, USAID is currently
implementing seven projects in
collaboration with the

Government of India...

Not a single of these
projects has to do

with voter turnout
JAIRAM RAMESH

Q The USAID projects in
question are official govt.-
to-govt. partnerships, transparently
executed as Externally Aided
Projects. The Centre
simply channels these
funds to States... which is
well within the framework
of cooperative federalism
AMIT MALVIYA
BIP IT cell head

Congress leader

“The desperation of the
Congress and its ecosys-
tem of journalists and in-
fluencers to deflect from
the controversial USAID
funding — routed through
various George Soros-
linked fronts and a laby-
rinth of NGO structures to
meddle with India’s electo-

ral process — is a dead gi-
veaway. It is now obvious
who the beneficiaries are.”

Mr. Malviya’s statement
came in response to a post
by Congress general secre-
tary (communications) Jai-
ram Ramesh.

Mr. Ramesh said: “None
other than the Union Fi-

nance Ministry has tho-
roughly exposed the lies of
the PM and his jhoot bri-
gade, including his dapper
External Affairs Minister.
As stated in the Finance
Ministry’s annual report
for 2023-24, USAID is cur-
rently implementing seven
projects in collaboration

with the Government of In-
dia, with a combined bud-
get of approximately $750
million. Not a single of
these projects has to do
with voter turnout. ALL of
them are with and through
the Union Government.”

‘Official partnerships’
Replying to his remarks,
the BJP leader said: “...let
us be clear —the USAID
projects in question are of-
ficial  government-to-go-
vernment partnerships,
transparently executed as
Externally Aided Projects
(EAPs). The Centre simply
channels these funds to
States for development,
which is well within the
framework of cooperative
federalism.”

He said: “In fact, the ve-

JUHTIATES!: FIw AR dd & " 3R-Tear

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) accused the Congress and its
supporters of trying to deflect attention from the USAID funding

issue.

ry projects cited in the Fi-
nance Ministry’s 2023-24
report (uploaded in July
2024) trace their origins
back to 2010-11. This isn’t
new — even the 2014-15 re-
port confirms the same.
The question is: why is the
Congress defending covert
interference by foreign do-
nors and organisations
linked to George Soros,
which seek to destabilise
our democracy under the
guise of philanthropy? In-
dia’s sovereignty is not up
for sale.”

“Let us drop the selec-
tive amnesia and political
theatrics. Facts matter. In-
dia’s governance will not
be dictated by foreign
agents masquerading as
benefactors,” Mr. Malviya
said.

AR STeralm a1t (fiaid) & w1 3 38 gHdal a7 JuaTsmss Gigr
e W EITT HTHTe T AT AT

D~

e The Congress cited a Finance Ministry report, stating that USAID is
implementing seven projects in collaboration with the Indian government, and
none of them are related to voter turnout.

F o fae FaTery iy R 71 garen fe, st w1 arm i quavwsmss adame &
HIRT SR & A1y fAeat ara IRAIS3i #1 any w3 @18, 3K s a A ol
AT AP & T i 781 §1

BJP's Allegations

A9 & 3T

e Amit Malviya, head of BJP's IT Cell, claimed that USAID funding is linked to
George Soros-backed organizations that aim to interfere in India's electoral
process.

iordY & 3$E Fer o AT AT ¥ grar R B quawarsS GiE Siet AR

AT TorsaT & 2 g ¥, S o Y LeAver wfha g T AEd &
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He stated that Congress and its ecosystem of journalists and influencers are

trying to cover up this interference.

3-giel Fel fh FT 3R 3TF TATH TFhR 31T Tsaermel Jer 57 gTaalq #) B Fr
T @ B

Congress’ Response

R $r gfafear

Congress leader Jairam Ramesh countered BJP’s claims, stating that the
Finance Ministry’s 2023-24 report confirms that USAID projects are official
collaborations with the Indian government.

FAF AT STIAH A o Aot & gral 1 @ 41, Ig Fed ge & e #Amea Hr
2023-24 FY RalE gffe el § f Jravsmssh aRASET SR @R & g
anfaree Tgaer 7 ¢

He accused the Prime Minister and External Affairs Minister of spreading false
claims regarding USAID’s involvement in voter turnout.

3egier weTersat 3 fader #E oX quawamEst F Aaerar smefierdt F w@foreddr Ft e
3G teTe FT ART ST

BJP's Counterattack

SIS 1 STarE gHAT

BJP emphasized that USAID projects are externally aided projects (EAPS),
which follow cooperative federalism and are transparently executed.

Aot A T fF FuaTIns TRASEe ad gErrar yred IRAST (EAPS) €, St

EHR! WEAIG F d6d TRGAT adids F o) $t et §1
BJP pointed out that these projects originated in 2010-11, during Congress-led
UPA government, and similar funding continued even in 2014-15.

ot F et B 3o1 TRANSTHT Y YFATA 2010-11 F FEHH F Afea arelt THT TEHR
& gRreT g8 oft, 31K 2014-15 & oft ¥t S Sy W
The party questioned why Congress is defending foreign organizations like

George Soros-linked groups, which, according to BJP, attempt to destabilize
India under the guise of philanthropy.

urél & gt o FiE Siter AR ¥ 3 el @l #1 @ FA F @ e, N, AAf F
HTHR, &1 & AT TR TR $Y 31U FTT $ FiAer w7 @ &

India’s Sovereignty and Governance

T Y AYS[AT I AT eFaE YT

BJP asserted that India’s governance will not be dictated by foreign agents
masquerading as benefactors.
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diordt F FeT B TR A e caeT Ref vt ganT wenfara et gelt, St ge
SITETaT & T H 4T T @ ¢

Malviya accused Congress of selective amnesia and political theatrics, stating that
facts matter and India’s sovereignty is non-negotiable.

AT & FTIF WSelective Amnesia (FfAaT s[e=r Ht o) 3 Torelifas AreF F3a 1
HRT TN, g Fgel §C o T Ageaqor § 3 s S Fwsger el oft e & wavila &
forw a7t 81

To watch an in-depth discussion on the topic, click on:the
YouTube link below:
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

For regular updates on UPSC and PCS preparation, join
our Telegram Channel:_https://t.me/patrioticlAS

25 02 2025 DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS
(GS Paper I11: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, 1S)

1. Not Business as Usual
I8 ATHATT AR Al &

2.  M.P. Receives Investment Proposals Worth Over %3
Lakh Crore on First Day of Mega Investor Meet

HET YA I AT Srdvel AlC & Ygd feeT T3 oG F:s § A+
& foraer yvama e

3. Our Aim is to Reach Defence Exports Worth ¥50,000
Crore by 2029: Rajnath Singh

2029 T T&TT f4Td 50,000 FRUT % TgdT T T&T: JoTard
AT

4. House Panel Members Question Govt. on Impact of
Corporate Tax Cut

THET AT o TR @ FraRe ¢FT Held & 999 @ a1

Cay
5. Emission Intensity Targets to be Released by Month-End
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AZI & 3d d& 3cHole digdl d8 IR fFT FATwaer

6. Indian Tech Industry Revenue Projected to Grow 5.1%
Even as Job Loss Concerns Persist

HRCATT T 3N T TS ge & 5.1% @ Sl 3FHIq, dAfheT
AteREt Hr Riar a=i g§

|GS Paper III: Pha\fmaceutical Industry

Not business as usual

India’s reputation for high-quality
generic drugs should not be put at risk
T he pharmacy of the global South is facing

a crisis of reputation. After cough syrups
made by pharmaceutical companies
based in India, which had unacceptable amounts
of diethylene glycol and/or ethylene glycol, killed
66 children in Gambia, 65 children in Uzbekistan
in 2022, and 12 children in Cameroon in 2023,
and India-made eye drops contaminated by drug-
resistant bacteria killed three persons and blind-
ed eight in the U.S., again in 2023, the spotlight is
back on Indian drug companies for all the wrong
reasons. A BBC Eye investigation has brought to
light the criminal actions of Aveo Pharmaceuti-
cals, a Maharashtra-based company, which was
manufacturing and exporting unapproved, high-
ly addictive opioid drug combinations to West
Africa. The “medicines” contain tapentadol, a
powerful opioid, and carisoprodol, a highly ad-
dictive muscle relaxant. While the Indian drug
regulator has approved tapentadol and cariso-
prodol as standalone drugs, the combination has
no clearance. Even if the company’s claim that
the drug combination has been approved by the
State drug authority turns out to be correct, it is
still illegal as only the Central Drugs Standard
Control Organization (CDSCO) can approve any
novel fixed dose combination (FDC) drugs for sa-
fety and efficacy. It is only after this approval that
State drug authorities can issue a manufacturing
licence. The Health Ministry routinely banning
FDCs is only because the State drug authorities ig-
nore this provision in the law with impunity.
India questioned and denied the World Health
Organization’s report about the lethal cough sy-
rup sent to Gambia, but in the latest case, CDSCO
and the State regulatory authority swung into ac-
tion even in the absence of any complaint by
West African countries. The reason: the BBC in-
vestigation’s irrefutable video evidence that the
company was in the “business” of manufacturing
and exporting the dangerous combination drug
despite knowing the harmful effects. The seizure
of nearly 13 million “medicines” and 26 batches
of active pharmaceutical ingredients of tapenta-
dol and carisoprodol are clinching evidence for
taking criminal action against the company.
While the moves by the authorities — to issue a
stop activity’ order, withdraw the manufacturing
licence and permission to export the drugs by
any company, and a show cause notice — inspire
some confidence, only stringent punishment can
serve as a deterrent. Indian pharmaceutical com-
panies are known in the global South for their
high-quality generic drugs. It is for the drug regu-
~ lator to ensure that India continues to be famous
for this and not gain notoriety for producing and
exporting deadly synthetic opioids as drugs. Ma-
nufacturing synthetic opioid drugs cannot be any
pharmaceutical company’s “business”.
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Not Business as Usual
IE AT SITIRK Tel &

India’s reputation as the "pharmacy of the
global South" is under threat due to recent
pharmaceutical scandals.

R $ " 3Raw gfaror it wrfd F w7 7 gfassr
gTer & Y wrATEg R aterell & HRoT gay F ¥

. Contaminated cough syrups made in India led to the
deaths of 66 children in Gambia (2022), 65 in Uzbekistan
(2022), and 12 in Cameroon (2023).

RS # 9o g @t & RATT & ot = 7 66 (2022),
IsafhEa & 65 (2022), 3R FAFT & 12 (2023) Feat A AlT
gel

. In 2023, India-made eye drops contaminated with

drug-resistant bacteria caused three deaths and blinded
eight people in the U.S.

2023 #, IR & dot 371§ 3rcw 7 gor-gfareft SR are arw,
foradr sraReT & dliier it 1 At g 3R 3ime wr 3 g arw

BBC Investigation and Aveo Pharmaceuticals
Scandal

. A BBC Eye investigation exposed Aveo
Pharmaceuticals, a Maharashtra-based company, for
illegally manufacturing and exporting highly addictive opioid
drugs to West Africa.

it 3 St o AgRIeE FPure v v RFew i arder
T T FATAF 79 Y o arell 33N a3t =1 gfdas
IrhrT 7 AT F3a & AT 390R Fan
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These "medicines” contained tapentadol (a powerful opioid) and carisoprodol
(a muscle relaxant), which had no regulatory approval as a combination drug.

Y "gaTe" TSI (T AfFaee 3nf3iss) ik FREE (vF Al Rif¥es) @
Tolt off, ToieTeh! T ¥ & F1$ s g 7@ o€

Even if the State drug authority approved it, such drugs require mandatory
clearance from the Central Drugs Standard Control Organization (CDSCO).

#Tel &1 T gar Tfrsor A 58 Folr & &Y, U4t a3t & forw Sy sitwfer s fag=ror
WIS (CDSCO) # rfaard ¥l far smaeas gl &1

Regulatory Action Against Aveo Pharmaceuticals

it v fewew & fBars s Frars

CDSCO and State regulatory authorities acted swiftly, even without a formal
complaint from West African nations.

CDSCO 3R =7 fAgmas NAFHIon & it @ FRATS F, 7ol &7 IRTH 3rhhT ot &
1§ staaie Rerea 7 A g

The BBC investigation provided video evidence that Aveo Pharmaceuticals
knowingly manufactured and exported the dangerous drug.

et strer & S wrew v v, forast viaa weegfened i S
WA &al FT 3caTed AR AT Fa @ &)

Authorities seized nearly 13 million “medicines” and 26 batches of active
pharmaceutical ingredients used in these drugs.

it & dererer 1.3 F03 "qamd 3R 26 7 wfFT sETEgRE gTwl F STed
TR

Need for Stronger Regulations
Forad forat r sraegwarn

The Health Ministry frequently bans Fixed Dose Combination (FDC) drugs
because State drug authorities continue approving them illegally.

FAELY AT HF ARaa g g3tare (FDC) gansit w1 wfaeer s §, i
TS gaT TIREIOT 3¢ Y T F TAFd F B 8

Indian pharmaceutical companies are renowned for high-quality generic drugs,
and this reputation must be preserved.

fISaT &l TETT TGAT HARTF ¢

Manufacturing synthetic opioids for illicit trade should never be considered a
legitimate pharmaceutical business.

3y AR & fow AR 3fRsnss 1 scuee fFe st aRfPufa & v fesa
ST AR & HehdT|

Strict punishment for offenders is necessary to ensure that India remains
known for quality medicine, not for illegal drug trade.

IRIArT & T T&a WAT T F &, Alieh R I[oraarqor garsit & fare S sime, o
T arder avefielt ganait & samar & faw
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M.P. receives proposals of
over 3 lakh crore on first
day of mega investor meet

GS Paper lll: Investment
Meh T

BHOPAL

The Adani Group, Reliance
Industries, National Ther-
mal Power Corporation,
Avaada Group and Hindal-
co Industries were among
the major companies that
committed to invest in
Madhya Pradesh on the in-
augural day of the State’s
Global Investors Summit
(GIS) in Bhopal on Monday.

The State government
signed memoranda of un-
derstanding (MoUs) worth
more than 3 lakh crore at
the two-day summit inaug-
urated by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

The MoUs were inked in
various sectors such as re-
newable energy, trade, in-

novation and skill
development.
In his inaugural address,

Mr. Modi said that Madhya
Pradesh was turning into a
preferred investment des-
tination and this was the
right time to invest in the
State with a strong talent
pool and thriving
industries.

Narendra Modi

“Madhya Pradesh is the
fifth largest State of India in
terms of population. It is
among the top States of In-
dia in terms of agriculture
and is also among the top
five States of the country in
terms of minerals. It has
every possibility, every po-
tential, to be among the
top five States of the coun-
try in terms of GDP,” Mr.
Modi said.

In a veiled attack at the
State’s Congress regime be-
fore 2003, Mr. Modi said
that industrial develop-
ment in the State was a
challenge two decades ago
but later BJP governments
had focused on good
governance.

Among the significant
investment proposals re-
ceived by the State, the
Adani Group promised 1.1
lakh crore into pumped
storage, cement, mining,
smart meters and thermal
energy. The Group’s chair-
man, Gautam Adani, said
that the move will create
1.2 lakh employment op-
portunities by 2030.

NTPC Green Energy Ltd.
signed an MoU with Mad-
hya Pradesh Power Gener-
ating Company Ltd. for re-
newable power generation
projects with an invest-
ment of 1.2 lakh crore.

The Reliance Industries
also entered into an MoU
with the State for invest-
ment of ¥60,000 crore for
biofuel based projects.

Avaada Group chairman
Vineet Mittal announced
an investment of ¥50,000
crore in renewable energy
projects over the next five
years.

Aditya Birla Group’s
Hindalco Industries pro-
mised an investment of
315,000 crore over the
next five years.

M.P. Receives Investment Proposals Worth Over ¥3 Lakh
Crore on First Day of Mega Investor Meet
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HET YA T AT Sod¥el AlC & Ygd et T3 a1 F:A3 | AqF
& fader yeama A

Major companies like Adani Group, Reliance Industries, NTPC,
Avaada Group, and Hindalco Industries committed to investing in
Madhya Pradesh during the Global Investors Summit (GIS) in
Bhopal.

Sty Hufat & siarer 7 selae seaved Wi (GIS) F ST 7ew
Y& H e I T ey faT|

e The State government signed MoUs worth over ¥3 lakh crore on the first day of
the two-day summit, which was inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

TS TIFR A a1 g affe & g e T3 o ais ¥ 310+ & gastiar A=t
(MoUs) TR g¥a1aR e, foraehT sgamest wearaH) ag ;Y o |

Key Sectors of Investment

e & voa &

e MoUs were signed in renewable energy, trade, innovation, and skill
development.

ANFIONT FAT, AR, AR T Flerer T F &= & gastiar A=t w gFanr

Cauk Ll

e PM Modi highlighted that Madhya Pradesh is becoming a preferred investment
destination due to its strong talent pool and thriving industries.

FUTAHA AT A FET o AeT 9o v qwdleT fAder e a4 TeT § Fiich Fgi Helqd
yferer qar X wHEe 35 B

Madhya Pradesh’s Growth Potential
HET g 2r i A arAar

e M.P. is India’s fifth-largest State by population and among the top States in
agriculture and minerals.

HEEY YU HR T qTeaT Had 937 T ¢ 3R F 3 afast 7 oy vt 7 anfaer
gl

e PM Modi stated that M.P. has the potential to be among India’s top five States in
GDP.

TETTHAT AYY o gl & AT 932 #H 9RA & N g =3t # SN & A & sma

&7 ¢

e He criticized the Congress-led government before 2003, stating that industrial
development was a challenge back then, but BJP governments have focused
on good governance.
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3egiel 2003 { TES FIAW FIHR Y AT A1, Tg Fgd g o a« sitefas e
v At o1, Afe fed FIHRE T gerwa W ear S

Major Investment Proposals
g A3 g dE

Adani Group committed ¥1.1 lakh crore in pumped storage, cement, mining,
smart meters, and thermal energy.

ST HE & T1.1 1 FU3 FT A FI 7 areT B 908 R, dee, @, T
Hiex 31k water st 71

o This investment will create 1.2 lakh employment opportunities by 2030.

59 139 ¥ 2030 GF 1.2 o AST9TR & 3967 der gl

NTPC Green Energy Ltd. signed an MoU worth ¥1.2 lakh crore with Madhya
Pradesh Power Generating Company Ltd. for renewable power projects.

TASHY e versit s o T1.2 a/g FA03 FT FASET AT (MoU) fram 7eT weer
qraR STeRTEdT et fafAes & I AdFHoiT Fa1 a3t & v

Reliance Industries signed an MoU worth ¥60,000 crore for biofuel-based
projects.

Remara ¥ & 260,000 FU3 & FATIT W FEARR U Sq o (arRiwge)
TR RSt F v

Avaada Group Chairman Vineet Mittal announced a ¥50,000 crore investment in
renewable energy projects over the next five years.

37aTsT 9 F AT Rt ae & e urer ast & sdtecoir 391 aiaisenst &
£50,000 #13 & faaer &Y ayyom $i|

Hindalco Industries (Aditya Birla Group) pledged 15,000 crore investment over
the next five years.

fEared SsFAT (e Rrse Iw) & 3mrer wiw awf # €15,000 FU3 & 32 7 arar
R
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Our aim is to reach defence
exports worth 350,000 crore

by 2029, says Rajnath Singh

|GS Paper lll: Defence|

The Hindu Bureau
CHANDIGARH

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Monday said In-
dia had achieved 88% self-
sufficiency in ammunition
production, and defence
exports had reached about
323,000 crore in 2023-24.

He was speaking at the
16th Foundation Day of the
Indian Institute of Technol-
ogy, Mandi in Himachal
Pradesh.

“Our goal is to reach
350,000 crore in defence
exports by 2029, Mr.
Singh said.

Economic growth
The Minister said the go-
vernment was committed
to creating a robust de-
fence industry in India,
which supported the se-
curity of the nation and
contributed to the coun-
try’s economic growth.

He called upon IIT-Man-
di students to contribute to
this vision by focusing on
technological  solutions
that would enhance India’s
defence capabilities and

Rajnath Singh

further advance the na-
tion’s self-reliance in this
critical sector.
Emphasising the neces-
sity of innovation and
knowledge-creation in
shaping the future of tech-
nology, Mr. Singh under-
scored the importance of
fostering a culture of entre-
preneurship and innova-
tion that would allow India
to lead in emerging fields,
including artificial intelli-
gence, machine learning,
and digital technologies.
He asked the students to
excel in technological in-
novation in order to make
India a developed country
by 2047, and advised them
to follow the principles of

“initiate, improve, and
transform (IIT)”.
“India’s technological

sector is on the rise and is
expected to reach $300-
350 billion dollars in the
next five years. With more
than 1.25 lakh start-ups
and 110 unicorns, our
country is emerging as the
third-largest startup eco-
system in the world,” Mr.
Singh said.

Digital economy

The Defence Minister high-
lighted India’s digital eco-
nomy.

“India’s telecom sector
is now the second-largest
in the world. With the suc-
cess of initiatives like UPI
(Unified Payments Inter-
face), India is setting global
standards in digital tran-
sactions. We are in the
midst of an unparalleled
digital revolution. The stu-
dents should actively con-
tribute to the development
of India’s digital ecosystem
as technological innova-
tion is central to India’s
growth story in the coming
decades,” Mr. Singh said.
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Our Aim is to Reach
Defence Exports Worth
50,000 Crore by 2029:
Rajnath Singh

2029 de& &1 T
¥50,000 S de q-ginﬁ
$T I8 T A

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh stated that India
had achieved 88% self-
sufficiency in ammunition
production and defence
exports reached ¥23,000
crore in 2023-24.

8T #N ATy R F Fer
foF 9T o 88% MAT-a1FE
IcUTeA H TcATsRar gifler
HT ol g 311X 2023-24 7 a1
ferer 223,000 #:03 F TgT
|

e He announced that India’s goal is to achieve ¥50,000 crore in defence exports by
2029.

ﬁﬁwaﬁrﬁ:mmm—wzozgaawmﬁaﬁr—r%so,oooasﬂgaamfam%l

Economic Growth and Defence Industry

3nfde gefer i TaT 3T

e The Minister emphasized that the government is committed to developing a
strong defence industry that ensures national security and contributes to
economic growth.

FAl o SR T o YR T AT &1 3¢aT & e & fav afdeqy 8, s i
L& glaftaa #¥an 3R anfds Remw & Qe &

e Heurged lIT-Mandi students to focus on technological innovations to enhance
India's defence capabilities.

Website: patrioticias.in

Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

Page45



PATRIOTIC IAS: 3 Floor KV Tower, Near Rajbanshi Hospital,
Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Contact Number: 9971932488

3egiet ATEATEA-HE & BTl & 3Ter Bra & F el AAMaRY W eare R ¥
S TR Y T&TT &THAT H TGTAT ST T |

Need for Innovation and Entrepreneurship
TaraR 3T ggefierar i JragEan

e Innovation and knowledge creation are crucial for shaping the future of
technology.
AR 3R AT FoleT doholieh & HTAST I AHR A & fAT Ageaqer &

e Mr. Singh emphasized fostering a culture of entrepreneurship and technological
leadership in emerging fields such as Artificial Intelligence (Al), Machine
Learning (ML), and Digital Technologies.

#r i =1 sezafierar 3N e Aegea 1 worar 2ot o SR ez, e &9 & g
gefaremr (Al), FfeT afeter (ML), 3R Bforee awhist & a7 3|

o He advised students to follow the principles of "Initiate, Improve, and Transform
(IIM)" to help make India a developed country by 2047.

3giel OTAT T " I Y, FUR FY 3R TaRa FX (1IT)" & FAeyidl T drefet et Hr
eltg &1, difeh $IRd 2047 d& T A fd Use 9 |

India’s Growing Technological Sector

T T TGT ddheilahT &1

e India’s technological sector is expected to grow to $300-350 billion in the next
five years.
R T Thelleh] &1 39Tel 9T a1 A $300-350 3T 0 T~ 1 3FAIG g1

e With over 1.25 lakh startups and 110 unicorns, India is emerging as the third-
largest startup ecosystem in the world.

1.25 aT@ ¥ A Ferésrew i 110 IfAeied & A1y, AR gferr # e aad a1
TETEHT SHIATEH a1 6T &

India’s Digital Economy and Telecom Sector

R #1 Bforee srdegasyr ik QEuar &7

+ India’s telecom sector is the second-largest in the world.

AR T gIEAR &7 gferar # gur gad 93721
e The success of UPI (Unified Payments Interface) has positioned India as a global
leader in digital transactions.

T3S (IFABISS IATH $eTHH) Y Fhorar o 7R &I Bforee der-&e1 7 3fRas aAar
g1 =T

e Indiais witnessing a major digital revolution, and students should contribute to
the development of India’s digital ecosystem.
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House panel members question
govt. on impact of corporate tax cut

GS Paper lll;
The Hizf€CONomics

L meeting, they

NEW DELHI

The Parliamentary Stand-
ing Committee on Finance,
during a six-hour meeting
on Monday, questioned
the government on the im-
pact of the corporate tax
cut introduced five years
ago.

As part of a review of the
Union Budget, during re-
cess of the Budget Session
of Parliament which will
reconvene on March 10,
the Standing Committee
headed by BJP MP Bhartu-
hari Mahtab met officials
from the departments of
- Economic Affairs, Expen-
diture, Financial Services,
Public Enterprises, Invest-

sought answers on
whether the 2019 tax
cut had increased
private investment

ment and Public Asset
Management, and
Revenue.

According to sources,
many Opposition mem-
bers sought answers from
the Finance Ministry on
whether the corporate tax
cuts introduced in Septem-
ber 2019 had increased
private investment.

“The government has
forgone revenue of nearly
1.84 lakh crore due to cor-
porate tax cuts in just the

first two years of imple-
mentation of this cut. Itis a
valid question to ask that in
lieu of giving up this reve-
nue, what has been the
corresponding private in-
vestment,” one of the Op-
position MPs said.
Segueing into this de-
bate were questions about
how the government
planned to meet the short-
fall arising out of the in-
come tax rebate an-
nounced by Finance
Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man in her Budget speech
on February 1. “With this
measure, the government
is forgoing income tax re-
ceipts of 1 lakh crore. How
will the government meet
this shortfall, considering

the already unhealthy
debt-to-GDP ratio,” anoth-
er member said. There
were also questions on the
number of “zero-filers” af-
ter the changes in the in-
come tax slabs.

The BJP MPs, according
to sources, also used the
opportunity to allege “ha-
rassment” caused by the
Goods and Services Tax
(GST) regime. They high-
lighted the complicated
slabs and arbitrary arrest
powers. One of the BJP
MPs asked for a detailed re-
view of the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA), asking for the
number of successful con-
victions upheld by the Su-
preme Court so far.

House Panel Members Question Govt. on Impact of
Corporate Tax Cut

T AT o TR @ FraRe g weldt & yama w1 gare

fae

e The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Finance held a six-hour meeting on
Monday to question the government on the impact of corporate tax cuts
introduced five years ago.

THd e vl afafa A A1aR #) o7 g it doF A, (S0 9w JTe ggd aep
7 FraRe TFT Held F TTT W TSR T Fard FU a7v|

e The meeting was part of a Union Budget review during the recess of the Budget
Session, which will reconvene on March 10.

ag%‘w;ithmﬁuﬁﬁ%agagé, foreeT @ 10 AT T 5T & e g

Questions on Corporate Tax Cut Impact

FORe ¢FH Feldl & v 9T gaTeT
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Opposition members questioned whether the corporate tax cuts of September
2019 increased private investment.

el ¥eat & gaTe 31T & a1 RAde 2019 $ wrafie dow weld @ A A &
T g

Government revenue loss of ¥1.84 lakh crore in the first two years of tax cuts
raised concerns about private investment returns.

TIHR HI Tge &l qul # T1.84 AT FUF F AT JHATA I ofeh< Ig Falel 307 o
FHS S fsh fder e gam

Concerns Over Income Tax Rebate
T Fe W AT

The Finance Minister announced an income tax rebate on February 1, leading to
%1 lakh crore revenue loss.

e 7t A 1 wead) Y 3T g i aiyo A, STHd TR FH T 9 F03 FHT A

THATA S|
Opposition MPs asked how the govt. plans to compensate for this shortfall
amid an already high debt-to-GDP ratio.

favaft wiwel & g1 fF EIER 5U Tered °re Y HIATE FH FN, T TwA A
TSI °TeT (Debt-to-GDP Ratio) 7T g3 §1

Members also raised questions about the number of "zero-filers" after the
income tax slab changes.

AT F AT Fold IR & 918 " BIFa” (zero-filers) F F#&AT W 3t warer
3o1T|

BJP MPs' Concerns on GST and PMLA
Aol Fragt Hr sheyd 3R NreAvee o3 Rar

BJP MPs expressed concerns about the "harassment" caused by the GST
regime.

fiodY giwel & S yormrell & 3cqeT " 3cdiga” ) o Rdr saad $|

They criticized complex tax slabs and arbitrary arrest powers under GST laws.

3rgiel SRS Ff@A! & et FT Fold A FaATA FRFar afFaat Fr smaraar

A BJP MP called for a detailed review of the Prevention of Money Laundering
Act (PMLA).

T Ao @G A A Alfeger AFar sfafae (PMLA) it Reqe aeftem & T i
The MP asked for data on successful convictions upheld by the Supreme Court
under PMLA.

e A FHA FIE TART PMLA F T8 af 71§ Tl aINTAe aal (convictions) 9T 3T
AR
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Emission Intensity Targets to be Released by Month-End

Emission intensity

targets to

be released by month-end

Industries will have a year to set up compliance measures; trading in carbon credits likely to begin

by October 2026; Indian carbon market establishes framework to reduce, remove, or avoid GHGs

IGS Paper llIl: Environment |

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

he Union govern-

ment is expected to

announce  emis-
sions intensity targets for
nine industrial sectors by
February-end — a crucial
step to operationalise In-
dia’s carbon trading
scheme. Following this,
these industries will have a
year to put in place com-
pliance measures to cut
emissions, and trading in
carbon credits is likely to
begin by October 2026,
Saurabh Diddi, Director,
Bureau of Energy Efficien-
cy (BEE) under the Union
Ministry of Power, told The
Hindu on the sidelines of a
conclave here on India’s
carbon markets.

Despite a notification by
the BEE in June 2023 an-
nouncing a carbon credit
trading scheme, and fol-
low-up notifications in
March 2024 on the indus-
trial sectors that would
have to mandatorily comp-
ly, emissions intensity tar-
gets have not been speci-
fied. Without these, it will
not be possible to generate
or trade carbon credits.

The Indian carbon mar-
ket establishes a frame-
work to reduce, remove, or

AL & 3d dF 3cHold digdT o8 IR T Sreer

Industries in India will not be required to cut carbon emissions,
rather they must produce their goods more efficiently. AP

avoid greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions from the
Indian  economy. It
achieves this by pricing the
greenhouse gases emission
reduction through trading
of carbon credit
certificates.

Different types of car-
bon markets exist globally.
In European emission trad-
ing markets, every carbon
credit represents a tonne
of carbon dioxide prevent-
ed from getting into the at-
mosphere. Its price fluc-
tuates and is determined
by whether companies,
which must comply with
government-mandated
emission caps, manage to
meet them or choose to
buy credits from compa-

nies that have cut more
emissions than they were
required to. These carbon
credits can then be traded
like shares.

In the case of India, in-
dustries will not be re-
quired to cut carbon emis-
sions. Rather, they must
produce their goods — for
example, a kilogram of
steel — more efficiently.
This can mean implement-
ing technology that will
burn, say, in this instance,
less coal to produce that
same kilogram of steel. Or
recover the heat from
burning a kg of steel and
reusing it.

Emissions intensity ref-
ers to the amount of green-
house gases emitted per

unit of activity. The nine
sectors that must comply
with emission intensity tar-
gets in India are iron and
steel, aluminium, chlor-al-
kali, cement, fertilizers,
pulp and paper, petro-
chemicals, petroleum re-
fineries, and textiles.

“We have been having
multiple consultations
with industry in these past
months and we are almost
ready with the targets.
Along with the compliance
scheme (of emission inten-
sity) there is also a market
emerging of voluntary off-
sets. We are hoping that
these offset markets can
begin trading even this
year, provided certain cri-
teria are met,” Mr. Diddi
said.

Voluntary offsets refer
to measures undertaken
by private individuals, in-
cluding afforestation, that
can trap carbon dioxide as
commercial projects.
These too generate carbon
credits and companies sell
them, internationally as of
now, to those that require
them to meet the com-
pliance regulations. As
part of its climate commit-
ments, India has said it will
reduce the emissions in-
tensity of its GDP at 45% of
2005 levels by 2030.

The Union government is expected to announce emission intensity
targets for nine industrial sectors by February-end.

&g TIHR B & 3d a A 3iig e &=t & v scaee daar aaw
i Tt it 3FAE F @R
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e Industries will have a year to set up compliance measures before carbon credit
trading begins in October 2026.

3N Y AT 3UTT T XA & fAT T ad AT 3R 3raFgas 2026 A Frarer
* 3T SATIR Y g Y FHTAT 21

India’s Carbon Market and Trading Mechanism
HR T HIET TR R SR aF

o India’s carbon market aims to reduce, remove, or avoid greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions by pricing emission reductions through carbon credit trading.

IR T P TSR MNAE3H A (GHG) 3cHoIeT FY FH FI1, §eTot AT Ushed HT AGT
@ § 3R I8 FIET FEBT AR & ATCIH T 3T H Feldt A o FuiRa sarn
gl

e In European carbon markets, a carbon credit represents one tonne of CO,
emissions prevented.

TR FTT AR A, T FTaT HIST F1 378 TF & CO, IcHoieT Y YHYATH 8T 1

e Companies can trade carbon credits like shares, depending on whether they
meet or exceed their emission limits.

FUfAAT IR IeHotel A& FT QU FA AT 37 AF Feld FI F YR R FET FH3C F1
SR AT Y TE FT Tl 8

India’s Approach to Carbon Credits
T H FIaT ST 1 gfehar

e Industries in India will not be required to cut total emissions but must improve
production efficiency.

HRA # 3G T FoT ScwoieT A Feldl FIA T HTTFAT 761 F1elT, o] 306 IedTaeT

EaTAT H YU HTAT |
o For example, steel production should consume less coal or recover heat for
reuse.

W%W,Wﬁmﬁmm&wmmmmﬁﬁngma:
farw gerdiea fvar srer =nfewl

Nine Industrial Sectors to Comply with Emission Intensity Targets

At it &1 Y At diadr T&T FHT qTeleT FIEAT F1T

e The nine sectors identified for compliance are:
3reaTere & fore ggame are At &= 8
o Iron and Steel (aYgT 31X gFqTa)
o Aluminium (Tegfafaas)
o Chlor-Alkali (FAR-Tewdl)

o Cement (HW#e)
o Fertilizers (3d%&)
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o Pulp and Paper (FTrsT 31X o[rdY)
o Petrochemicals (der&fAwew)
o Petroleum Refineries (Yeifaas Rwmza)

o Textiles (FYST 3&AN)

Government Consultations and Future Plans

WHR H T=T 3R afasa A s

The government has held multiple consultations with industries and is almost
ready with the targets.

WFR o 3gARI & |1 F§ gR A 741 1 § 37 a7 F 3107 70 & F FA9 8

A voluntary carbon offset market is also emerging, which could start trading
this year.

UF FAfToH Hlae ATBAC AR it 3T T 7, Y 3 AT SATIR & FL FHT ¢
Voluntary offsets include private projects like afforestation, which trap CO, and
generate carbon credits.

wfRas rpde # A< RIS anfae & S & asieor, S CO, &Y araenfia
FIF FTET FIAT Ieqeet FI B

India’s Climate Commitment

HIT I STy Ffcagerdr

India has committed to reducing emissions intensity of GDP by 45% of 2005
levels by 2030.

AR & 2030 d 2005 & FTaX A SE Y IcHoteT digdT FY 45% dd HH Sl hT
yforaetrar ars B
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Indian tech industry revenue
projected to grow 5.1% even
as job loss concerns persist

About 55% CEOs surveyed expected hiring to plateau or reduce in FY26; some CEOs sought to
approach changes brought in by Al with “paranoia’, stressing this would ensure competitiveness

GS Paper lll:
asiEmployment

MUMBAI

mid concerns over
Ajobs shrinking due
to the impact of Ar-

tificial Intelligence (Al), the
National Association of
Software Services Compa-
nies (NASSCOM) has pro-
Jected the Indian technolo-
gy industry’s revenue
growth at 5.1% to $282.6
billion in FY 2025-26.

“While the CEO outlook
for FY26 remains mea-
sured yet positive, with in-
creased tech and Al spend-
ing, sustaining the growth
momentum requires a stra-
tegic vision,” Rajesh Nam-
biar, the President of
NASSCOM, said at the 33rd
NASSCOM Technology and
Leadership Forum here on
Monday.

‘Upskilling a priority’
“However, upskilling in
niche and core tech areas
will continue to remain of
paramount importance for
the industry,” he added.

Domestic revenue is
projected to grow at a fas-
ter 7% to $58.2 billion as
compared with revenue
growth in exports at 4.6%.

The proportion of IT
Services and Engineering
research and development
(R&D) will continue to
dominate in the total reve-
nue, according to the
NASSCOM Annual Strateg-
ic Review 2026.

Tepid growth

India’s tech sector growth will likely be “measured yet positive”

® Revenueis expected

to grow 5.1% to $282.6
billion in 2025-26

m Domestic revenue will
likely rise by 7%
to $58.2 billion;
exports by 4.6%

® Two-thirds of
CECs say
over 10%
of tech
spends will
be on Al

Upskilling in

niche and core
tech areas will

\ continue to remain

"7 of paramount

' importance for

the industry

RAJESH NAMBIAR
NASSCOM President

DBS Bank may cut 4,000
jobs in 3-5 years: CEO

Ashokamithran T.

About 4,000 employees
may lose their jobs in the
next three to four years
owing to Artificial
Intelligence (Al),” Piyush
Gupta, CEO of DBS Bank
said at the event.

This would be a tenth of
the company’s workforce,
he added.

“My current prediction,
in the next three years,

we'd shrink our workforce
by 4,000, 10%. And that is
because, Al is different,”
Mr. Gupta said. While he
acknowledged that people
will continue to find jobs,
he said there would be
“massive dislocations.”

The company’s
representatives later
clarified the job cuts
would be limited to
temporary or contract
employees.

While the estimated
growth is robust, the re-
port also stated that about
55% of the CEOs surveyed
believed that hiring was ex-
pected to stay the same or
reduce in fiscal 2026.

About two-thirds of
them said that more than
10% of the tech spends
would be on artificial intel-
ligence.

In a media briefing,
Fractal co-founder Sri-

kanth Velamakanni, reiter-
ated the data saying com-
panies would spend more
on technology than human
resources.

In another session, the
CEOs of HCL and Infosys C.
Vijayakumar and Salil Pa-
rekh sought to approach
changes resulting from Al
adoption with “paranoia”
and not be complacent
about them. They said this
would  ensure firms
emerged as “winners”.

‘State to emerge Al hub’
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis assert-
ed that the State would
emerge as an Al hub. He
said this would be an im-
portant step toward Maha-
rashtra becoming a $1 tril-
lion economy.

In the final session, Mi-
nister of Information and
Broadcasting Ashwini
Vaishnaw said the res-
ponse to the tender to pro-
cure 10,000 graphics pro-
cessing units (GPUs) was
encouraging and that they
had received orders for
18,000 units, all for less
than a dollar per unit. Mr.
Vaishnaw said that the in-
dustry had to maintain
competitiveness.

“I request that to main-
tain competitiveness of the
industry, NASSCOM as a
body and the government,
must put our maximum ef-
fort on creating that pipe-
line of time,” he said.

Indian Tech Industry Revenue Projected to Grow 5.1%
Even as Job Loss Concerns Persist
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HRAIT ¢F 3G T TS JG I 5.1% Tget I 3FHIG, et
ARt $T frar =i g

Despite concerns over job losses due to Al, the Indian tech
industry is projected to grow by 5.1% in FY 2025-26 to reach $282.6
billion, according to NASSCOM.

Al & FROT AFRET 7 Prrae it Rar & arae[g, AR TF e
gef FY 2025-26 # 5.1% g 1 371G ¥, TI0W Fof ToI¥d $282.6
faferaer a= ag== & Wermae § (NASSCOM)|

o Domestic revenue is expected to grow at a faster rate of 7% ($58.2 billion),
while export revenue is projected to grow at 4.6%.

T ST 7% (%58.2 fafergen) i a1 aifay @ 7ot it 351 B, STafer vty wrereq o
4.6% Y gEf&r F1 3T 81

Hiring Trends and Al Investments

st gg e 3 wams faaer

e 55% of surveyed CEOs believe hiring will remain the same or decline in FY
2026.

FdeTor 7 AfArer 55% HIEI T ATTAT & fF FY 2026 & srcft iy arfey Feuw W@l ar ==
e Two-thirds of CEOs stated that more than 10% of tech spending will be on Al.

A-feTs €31 F1 Fgar & F 10% ¥ 3R+ TF @ w3E W eml

e Fractal co-founder Srikanth Velamakanni noted that companies would invest
more in technology than in human resources.

Fractal & He-HEATGF: HFTd AqHTFA o FgT [ HUTAAT ATeTd HHTLAT HY ol H
wle T 7 e der w30

Industry Leaders on Al and Competitiveness

3T Aarat Fr vang T gfaraut IR

e HCL and Infosys CEOs emphasized approaching Al changes with “paranoia” to
maintain competitiveness.

HCL 3 Infosys & EYE3N ¥ gl fF T3NS & SgaTg Y MRAT A HIATAT HTTIF ¢
arfer gfeeatTca® dmer a1 R/

e Maharashtra CM Devendra Fadnavis stated that the State would emerge as an
Al hub, supporting its goal of becoming a $1 trillion economy.

HERTSE & HEAHA §d5 HEUE F 81 fF UsT UINTS &9 & w7 7 3919m, 5w $1
feforaer srdcaawa aoet &1 @rar v g

Government Initiatives and GPU Procurement
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WFRT g8 31 GPU @iierY

e Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said India has received orders for 18,000
GPUs at a cost of less than a dollar per unit.

Frr 7 3Rl dsora & FET F AR FY 18,000 GPU & 315 A §, forghr e
yfa IfAe s SR F FA 1

He urged NASSCOM and the government to ensure India’s digital ecosystem remains
competitive.

371t NASSCOM 3R IR & 3rqirer = i s & RBfoee wifPafadr aa =
wfaeaeicas aome |
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