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Madras HC’s ruling on arresting women at night
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Human smuggling must engage Parliament’s attention

|GS Paper I: Society |

to India from the United States are lucky

to be back alive. Shackled, handcuffed,
humiliated and in dire straits, they have flown
back heartbroken and in shame. But there is also
the case of illegal immigrants from north India
clearing ammunition fields in Iraq, who were
abandoned. They were brought back home after
emergency documents were issued.

However, the key issue here is about illegal
immigration. Every year, countless young Indians
attempt what is called ‘irregular migration’.
Backing them are the ‘unethical merchants of
death’ who sponsor this activity and who have
proliferated in rural Punjab, Haryana, Himachal
Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir, Kerala and
Gujarat. Manpower export — legally called human
smuggling or kabootarbazi — is one of the most
profitable forms of trade. It requires no technical
skill, no educational or professional
qualifications, no financial investment, and has
no fear or respect for any law, checks,
punishment or even criminal action.

T he planeloads of Indians being deported

Horror and misery
Even though this menace is not new to India, we
must learn from what has happened. The
tradesmen of these flourishing rackets of human
smuggling thrive on gullible youth who fantasise
about making it big with dollar-fuelled dreams. In
reality they are only waiting to be duped. This is
organised crime that perpetuates horror and
misery, and flourishes with impunity. Once in the
net of these human smugglers, these migrants are
vulnerable to exploitation and face grave risks to
their life. As the world has seen, they end up
being suffocated in containers, perish in
scorching deserts, drown at sea or be herded into
slave camps to work as forced labour. These
human smugglers conduct their activities
brazenly, without any regard for a precious
human life.

Survivors often narrate harrowing tales of their
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ordeal — of how they were forced to sit in piles of
human waste, deprived of food and water, while
others around them have died and their bodies
dumped at sea or on road sides. Human
smuggling generates high net worth profits for
criminals, who in turn fuel corruption and
organised crime. This is a deadly business that
needs to be combated with grave urgency.

Naive youth fall prey to agents and land up
somewhere working as slave labour in
ammunition dumps or fields in Iraq, or as illegal
immigrants elsewhere, who suffer immensely
with no hope of returning home. The smuggling
of migrants is a very profitable business with a
low risk of detection. For criminals, it is
becoming increasingly attractive to deal in human
merchandise. The business of death is becoming
more organised, involving professional
international mafias across global borders.

India needs to be alert and check this global
menace. Sadly, the Emigration Act, 1983 —
officially ‘an Act to consolidate and amend the
law relating to emigration of citizens of India’ -
neither defines human smuggling nor looks at the
serious problems connected with this deathly
trade. Thus, Parliament must waste no time in
legislating an Indian human smuggling law. There
are pieces of State legislation that are piecemeal
and with a limited ambit of application — only to
State territorial borders. Having a new central law
is a composite solution and Parliament must set
the ball rolling. There has been some discussion
about the Emigration (Overseas Mobility
Facilitation and Welfare) Bill, but its fate remains
uncertain. Till then, any piece of State legislation
would be welcome. In this, the Government of
Punjab deserves praise for its efforts. But, sadly,
its implementation is poor.

Punjab’s Act

The Punjab Travel Professionals Regulation Act,
2012, is described as a law to provide for the
regulation of the profession of travel agents with a

view to check and curb illegal, fraudulent
activities, and malpractices such as organised
human smuggling in the State of Punjab. Enacted
to provide a licensing regime for travel agents,
and with penal provisions, it has some regulatory
functions to check human smuggling.

In this enactment, “travel agent” means a
person who is doing a profession which involves
arranging, managing or conducting affairs related
to the sending of persons abroad or which arise
out of the affairs of persons sent to a foreign
country, and shall include a range of activities
covering diverse practices. Likewise, “human
smuggling” shall mean and include illegally
exporting, sending or transporting persons out of
India by receiving money from them or their
parents, relatives or any other persons interested
in their welfare, by inducing, alluring or
deceiving or cheating them.

Parliament must act

A comparison of both Acts, i.e., the Emigration
Act, 1983 and the Punjab Travel Professionals
Regulation Act, 2012, shows that they enshrine
regulatory mechanisms for recruiting agents and
travel agents separately. Viewed objectively, both
have complimentary purposes in their own
spheres. They are neither inconsistent or
repugnant to each other. In fact, the two laws
compliment each other as they provide similar
objectives, aims and functions for recruiting and
travel agents, respectively. Punjab has enacted a
law which no other State in India has done.

In fact, human smuggling is a silent issue in the
Emigration Act. The authority of law vested in
Punjab must be exercised to enforce this law.
Finally, Parliament must seriously contemplate
enacting a national law to control Indian borders
to regulate the human smuggling industry and
deal with irregularities with an iron hand.
Parliamentarians must rise to save precious
human Indian lives. There needs to be a central
law which has teeth.
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Human smuggling must engage Parliament’s attention
ATAT TEHU T TG T €T ITaTH

Planeloads of Indians deported from the U.S. are lucky to be alive, but
they return shackled, handcuffed, humiliated, and heartbroken.

TYFd TsT HARST & fraifa frw are sl sreremedt § fF 3 shifae i,
AfdFeT 378 g TgeTs IS, AFoord AT a1, AR F €2 o @ araw 3w

e lllegal immigrants from North India, abandoned while clearing ammunition fields in
Iraq, were brought back home with emergency documents.

3T AR & I TarlY, [Sieg 3 7 MaT-a1G 8331 F1 W16 F & foT 818 faar = o,
FI ITATARTelleT SEATAST & ATETH T ITIH ATAT =T

The issue of illegal immigration
33T YT Y AT

o Every year, countless young Indians attempt ‘irregular migration’, backed by
unethical human smugglers.

B ATel, IfeTe Jar ARl Hfaa i varwsr &1 wImw #1348, St sefas A
aEF T gAAT yIed g g

e Human smuggling (kabootarbazi) is a highly profitable business, especially in
Punjab, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir, Kerala, and Gujarat.

AT TER (FAETSA) Th HeATF AT AR ¢, [3A9 &9 § vorre, gRamom,
fReaATae w&or, SF-HeHR, Fe AR I A

e This trade requires no technical skills, qualifications, or financial investment, and
operates without fear of law or punishment.

I AR R aeeiehy Fierer, degan, ar o fAder 1 smaegear 78t @, iR Feg
A1 &3 F N & e Fafad Qa8

Horror and misery of human smuggling

AT qEH{T T s 3K g@

e Smugglers prey on gullible youth, who dream of a better life abroad but fall into a
trap.
AEHT -7 a1t FY GET §, S RAer 7 Jge et &1 wuen @ § AT o e #
& ST

e Migrants face extreme dangers, such as:
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o Suffocation in containers.
el 7 H gea|

o Drowning in the sea.
G A g

o Dying in scorching deserts.
FeraTe arel IAEaral 7 A

o Being forced into slave camps as bonded laborers.
YT Forgy & T A g1 AR & erdvar ram |

e Survivors describe harrowing experiences:
o Sitting in piles of human waste.

AT A & U F Foa Y Ay B S|
o Being deprived of food and water.
siterer 3R et @ IR @ S
o Watching others die, their bodies dumped at sea or roadside.
3T YATRAAT Y A @ 3R 37 et HY WA AT /F e e o s

e Smuggling generates massive profits, fueling corruption and organized crime.

AT TEHN T3 FAT I FATST FATAT ST 8, FSTad arseram 3R warfea srawrer &
werar fAere 8|

Growing organized crime in human smuggling
ATAT dEHU A WIS TURTE T TGl ST

e Smuggling of migrants is a profitable, low-risk business, making it attractive for
international criminal syndicates.

FaIfaat Y dER U aeieS 3T FH AW a6 AR §, S 3SR 379w
HIrS41 & T 3R qoidT o1 W@ &

e Indian youth fall prey to agents, ending up as:
o Slave laborers in ammunition fields in Iraq.

3UF A MeAT-a1%G F Wall 7 I FAIgI |
o lllegal immigrants in foreign lands, suffering with no hope of returning home.
faeeit F arder wareh, S R w1 witedt & 3men & g@ Aaa T

e International mafias are now deeply involved in human smuggling, operating
across global borders.

HATSEIT AT 3 ATeAd TEH A TeWE & A & g €, 31K 7§ afafafer dRasw
st # wenfor g @

India’s weak legal framework on human smuggling

R A ATAT AT I FHSAR Hlefelt araT
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The Emigration Act, 1983, which governs Indian migration, fails to define human
smuggling or address its dangers.

AT yarde & AR HTeT a1ar 1983 &1 Y= FATATHT AT aed H1 aReniva
FIA AT 3T TR A fAgea 7 3raq7 g &

Parliament must act urgently to introduce a strong human smuggling law.

TG I U T AN ATTT GEFA FIeT oA Y TaRIwT ¢

Current state-level laws are limited, as they only apply within state boundaries.
TAATT T T FIefe WA §, FIF 3 Faer Tsw A Dant as & awpaa &

A new central law is essential, and Parliament must take immediate action.

TF AT FAIT FI( AATF ¢, 3R THG FY g FATS FLA! AT

The Emigration (Overseas Mobility Facilitation and Welfare) Bill has been
discussed but remains uncertain.

varaa (et arferefierar givem sk weamon) Rdws o =i g6 §, afFa sah Rafa
sfafRea sl g§ 1

State efforts and need for better implementation

T TIHR F 991 3R 98T fFareaas Y maegsar

Punjab government deserves credit for its efforts in combating human smuggling.
AT aEHA & R 9@t & fT Ioe aXER i JEar i S iR
However, poor implementation has weakened its impact.

BT, G ATt oF 3HF THTT 1 H FT 34T &

Until a strong central law is enacted, any state legislation on human smuggling is
welcome.

S I T HAGT Fald Hlefel AGT FATIT SATAT, AT cfeh Ted T I FIS 3 Flefet Famra
Rich g g

Punjab’s Act
Crick R IR IGE L

The Punjab Travel Professionals Regulation Act, 2012, aims to regulate the
profession of travel agents to curb illegal and fraudulent activities, including
organized human smuggling in Punjab.

YT ¢ WIheIeTed WA Tae, 2012, i 36T 39 Taiel & sqadry $ faafya e
3T arder T en@ETerE) arel AfafaRRY, AT ®7 O @AfeT AT TER F har B

This law establishes a licensing system for travel agents and includes penal
provisions to regulate human smuggling.

I FIelel o Taiel & forT argafer yormel Fnia war 8 3R A awrd & fafa
A & AT SSeHS TG YeTsT HaT g
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e According to this Act:
o A'"travel agent" is anyone engaged in arranging, managing, or conducting
affairs related to sending people abroad.

"3T9 Tolc" ag fFd & A AR 1 fAger soret & aafaq st &1 ya e, e
AT GATeloT HIT ¢ |
o "Human smuggling" is defined as the illegal export, transport, or sending of

people out of India by taking money from them or their families, often
through deception, inducement, or cheating.

"HTTT TERL" &1 37 § 9RT T 33 T F T Y 18T AT, oF S 1 AT
FT, T 397 7 39F TRART ¥ 3 a7 enfier &, 37 o eErers), sver ar
o & ATEIH H|

Parliament must act

THE I FRATS & AIfeT

e A comparison between the Emigration Act, 1983, and the Punjab Travel
Professionals Regulation Act, 2012, shows that both establish regulatory
mechanisms for recruiting and travel agents separately.

1983 & wardeT HfAfATe 3T 2012 F USIT Sae NHAACH WA TFE Y JololT FIa1 T
gt Toar ¢ B alal Fefe o7t 3R Eaer veiel  fArw srerr-srerr s oF vaifia s
gl

o Both laws complement each other and are not contradictory, as they serve similar
objectives related to recruiting and travel agents.

el FTefeT Th-g@Y & [T & 3 e el a1t €, Fifeh 3 orclf sk e walet A 53
AT 3652 T I F &

e Punjab is the only state in India that has enacted a law specifically addressing
human smuggling.
YT SR FT THATE TsT ¢ [odel AleTd avdl & fadea & fore farehy gt s 81

e« The Emigration Act does not specifically mention human smuggling, making it a
silent issue in the central law.

yares HfARATH A AT aFHd F1 AT T A 3w A ¥, T 75 FHT Fel A 0
Jrea v o gam ¥

e The Punjab government must enforce its authority to implement this law
effectively.

YT FIHR HY SH FIofe Y THTET ST § AT FIe & fAT 3T AT T ITRNT FaAT
U

e Parliament must urgently introduce a national law to regulate Indian borders,
control human smuggling, and strictly address related irregularities.
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UG F g W g T TS FIefeT 97 FIAT AT ST HRAT Hamsit 1 fafa +,
AT TERL Y Uk, 3R 30 Fafda srfaafAaant # aed @ gafta &

e Lawmakers must act to protect Indian lives, and a strong central law is essential.

G F HRART ARTRET hY FR&T & AT Fewr 3o TRy, 3R v vea FHT Foqa
HATF ¢

India sole nation to curb Internet over communal unrest in 2023-24

GS Paper I:
Communalism

| DATA POINT |

Vignesh Radhakrishnan

Samreen Wani
lobally, there were 88 In-
G ternet shutdowns due to
communal violence in

2023 and 2024 and all of them
were in India. In fact, nearly 95%
of all Internet shutdowns ordered
by the state due to communal vio-
lence since 2018 have occurred in
India, says a report by Access Now,
a digital advocacy group.

Chart 1 shows the number of In-
ternet shutdowns in India due to
communal violence and India’s
share in global shutdowns for the
same reason. In 2023 and 2024,
most of these shutdowns occurred
in Manipur (54 instances), fol-
lowed by Bihar (9), and Haryana
(7) (Chart 2).

In 2024, there were 41 Internet
shutdowns due to protests — the
highest in the last seven years. In-
dia accounted for about 57% of glo-
bal Internet shutdowns due to
protests in 2024 — the highest for
any country (Chart 3).

Manipur also featured first
among the States where a shut-
down was imposed in 2024 due to
protests, followed by Haryana and
Punjab. Jammu and Kashmir had 3
instances of Internet shutdowns
due to protests in 2024 and Rajas-
than and Maharashtra expe-
rienced 2 each (Chart 4).

Chart 5 shows the share of In-
ternet shutdowns in India by rea-
son since 2016. In 2024, over 50%
of shutdowns were due to protests.
In 2023, over 50% of shutdowns
were due to communal violence.
In 2021 and 2022, political instabil-
ity was the main reason.

An Internet shutdown can be
either a complete restriction, cut-
ting off all access, or a partial curb,
limiting only specific services such
as social media platforms. These
shutdowns may be imposed at va-
rying levels, affecting an entire
state or targeting specific districts
within a region.

Most of these shutdowns occurred in Manipur followed by Bihar and Haryana

Access denied

The data for the charts were sourced from Access Now. It also includes The Hindu’s calculations

Chart 1: The number of Internet shutdowns in India due to communal
violence and India’s share in global shutdowns for the same reason

[0 shutdowns in India (left) em{)mm India’s share in global shutdowns (right)

80 100%
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0 0%
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Chart 3: The number of Internet shutdowns in India due to protests and
India’s share in global shutdowns for the same reason

[0 shutdowns in India (left) * India’s share in global shutdowns (right)
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Chart 2: The chart shows the State-wise breakdown of Internet shutdowns
due to communal violence in 2023 and 2024

Bihar Haryana
9 7
. . Maha-
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2
I:— Others —-
o

Chart 4: The chart shows the State-wise breakdown of Internet shutdowns
due to protests in 2024
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3
Rajasthan
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Chart 5: The chart shows the reason-wise share of Internet shutdowns in India (in %) between 2016 and 2024

Protests 50.0 3I.T 214 20.2

Communal violence 0.0 0.0 282 10.9

Unknown 233 246 31 17

Exam cheating 0.0 0.0 3.8 0.0

Elections 0.0 2.9 338 34

Information control 33 1.4 0.8 0.8

Religious holiday/anniversary 0.0 0.0 0.0 59

Conflict 0.0 0.0 0.0 353

Other 0.0 5.8 4.6 16.8

Political instability 233 275 344 4.2

Visits by government officials 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.8
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India sole nation to curb Internet over communal unrest in
2023-24

2023-24 H AR AT & HRUT SeIie Yfaaer e arelr
ART UHHATT 2

Globally, there were 88 Internet shutdowns due to communal violence
in 2023 and 2024, and all of them occurred in India, according to a
report by Access Now, a digital advocacy group.

IR T T 2023 3 2024 # WG AT & HROT 88 FeTe a4 g5,
3R wsft 1R # g€, IE AP RfSee #FR Farsa vrdw 713 A R
A S

e Since 2018, nearly 95% of all Internet shutdowns due to communal violence
worldwide have occurred in India.

2018 W 3 a1, GfAaT 31T H WidETAF RT3 FROT § AT 95% FeIAT e SR H W]
fFo e §)

e Chart 1 shows the number of Internet shutdowns in India due to communal violence
and India’s share in global shutdowns for the same reason.

A€ 1 R H FITeTs 6 & HROT EU Feeie 7€t 3N 50 A & 91 Hr dRTw
e # g B

e In 2023 and 2024, most of these shutdowns occurred in:
o Manipur: 54 instances.

AR 54 R
o Bihar: 9 instances.

fEr: 9 aR|

o Haryana: 7 instances.

g 7 IR
India leads in Internet shutdowns due to protests
geeidl & FRUT SeTAC dd1 7 HRd Fad 33T

e In 2024, Indiarecorded 41 Internet shutdowns due to protests, the highest in the
last seven years.
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2024 F AR H 41 $eAT ¥ Y& F FROT o] fHFT 1w, 5 Ao w1 aut 7 o sfos
§l

e India accounted for 57% of all global Internet shutdowns due to protests in 2024,
the highest for any country.

2024 # gt F HROT §U AR getare aa # 7R Y RIWSH 57% o, 5t el st Qeor &
o gew 0w B

e In 2024, the states with the most shutdowns due to protests were:
o Manipur (most instances).

AR (T 3T e |
o Haryana.

gRamom|
o Punjab.

I |

e Other states with Internet shutdowns due to protests in 2024:
o Jammu & Kashmir: 3 instances.

- FHR: 3 AR

o Rajasthan: 2 instances.
AT 2 IR |

o Maharashtra: 2 instances.
HERISC: 2 9|

Reasons for Internet shutdowns in India (2016-2024)

R A SeTIC 91 & FRIT (2016-2024)

e Chart 5 shows the primary reasons for Internet shutdowns in India over the years:
o In 2024: Over 50% of shutdowns were due to protests.

2024 #: 50% ¥ A FeTAe g W& & FROT §T

o In 2023: Over 50% of shutdowns were due to communal violence.
2023 #: 50% W 3O FeTeie e WveraS T & FROT EC|

o In 2021 and 2022: Political instability was the main reason.

2021 3R 2022 #: Tt IFTFUIAT FE&I FROT AN |
Types and levels of Internet shutdowns
ST 9dl & YR 3 TR

e An Internet shutdown can be either:
o A complete restriction, cutting off all access.

qot gfaeer, fad Setae gt avg &¢ g ST 8
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A partial curb, limiting only specific services such as social media.

ITAF gfaaer, ST shae Qe AMfZAr ST [T Aar3it s Aehr ST 1

e Shutdowns can be imposed at different levels, affecting:

o

o

GS Paper |: Societ

R.K. Vij

The story so far:

he Madurai Bench of the
Madras High Court in Deepa
versus S. Vijayalakshmi and

Others ruled that the legal
provision in the Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), 2023, which
restricts the arrest of a woman after
sunset and before sunrise, is directory
and not mandatory. In this case, a woman
was arrested at 8pm. A single Judge of the
High Court held that the arrest was in
breach of Section 46(4) of the Code of
Criminal Procedure (CrPC). However, a
two-Judge Bench of the High Court, in an
appeal, held that Section 46(4) of the
CrPC was directory and not mandatory.

What are the safeguards?
Two safeguards are provided under
Section 43(5) of BNSS (which corresponds

An entire state.

X T Y TR T T &
Specific districts within a region.

Rt & F Y et ) wsnfda T aFa ¥

What did the HC rule about
arresting women at night?

Is the provision which restricts the arrest of women after sunset and before sunrise absolute? What did the
135th report of the Law Commission of India on Women in Custody recommend?

to Section 46(4) of CrPC) for the arrest of
a woman by the police. First, no arrest of
a woman shall be made after sunset and
before sunrise except in exceptional
circumstances. Second, even in
exceptional circumstances, the prior
permission of the jurisdictional
magistrate must be sought by a woman
police officer by making a written report.
Section 46(4) of the CrPC is a beneficial
provision incorporated to ensure the
safety of women. However, the provision
does not explain what would constitute
an exceptional situation. [n addition, the
proviso to Section 46(1) states that the
arresting police officer should not touch
the person of the woman, unless it is a
woman police offer or if the
circumstances otherwise require it.

What did the Madras HC rule?
The Madras High Court said that Section
46(4) of CrPC does not spell out the

consequence of non-compliance of the
provision. If the provision was intended
to be mandatory, the legislature would
definitely have provided for the
consequences of non-compliance. A
police officer who effects arrest, carries
out a public duty. The Court underlined
that there could be a situation where a
heinous offence is committed by a woman
in the night and the magistrate may not
be available for obtaining permission.
Under such a situation, the accused
woman may escape. Therefore, such
mechanical adherence to procedure can
injure public interest.

What is history of Section 46(4) CrPC?
The 135th report of the Law Commission
of India on Women in Custody (1989)
recommended that ordinarily no women
shall be arrested after sunset and before
sunrise. If there are exceptional cases,
prior permission of the immediate

superior officer shall be obtained, or if the
case was of extreme urgency, then an
arrest report with reasons shall be made
to the immediate superior officer and to
the magistrate. Similar recommendations
were made in the 154th report of the Law
Commission in 1996, and Section 46(4) of
CrPC was inserted with some changes in
2005.

What has the Supreme Court said?
In a case, the Nagpur Bench of the
Bombay High Court directed the State to
issue directions to all police officials that
no female persons shall be detained
without the presence of a lady constable,
and in no case after sunset and before
sunrise. Here, the Supreme Court
observed that a strict compliance with the
said directive in a given circumstance
would cause practical difficulties.

Will the ruling dilute the provision?
The Court has clearly said that despite
holding Section 46(4) of CrPC/43(5) as
directory and not mandatory, the
provision cannot be rendered futile by the
police. While failure to adhere to the
statutory requirement may not lead to the
arrest being declared illegal, the officer
may have to offer explanation for the
inability to comply with the provision.
The Court also directed the police to issue
guidelines, clarifying as to what constitute
exceptional circumstances.

R.K. Vij is a former IPS officer.

What did the HC rule about arresting women at night?

AR FTRFIRY 91 81 I FT FAT Bydr H1AT?

Madras HC’s ruling on arresting women at night

HASTH 8T FIC T Afgarait Hr Td F FArwrary 9T e

THE GIST

v

The Madurai Bench of the
Madras High Court ruled that
the legal provision in the
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita (BNSS), 2023, which
restricts the arrest of a woman

after sunset and before sunrise,

is directory and not
mandatory.

v

The 135th report of the Law
Commission of India on
Women in Custody (1383)
recommended that ordinarily
no women shall be arrested

after sunset and before sunrise.

-

The Court has clearly said that
despite holding Section 46(4)
of CrPC/43(5) as directory and
not mandatory, the provision
cannot be rendered futile by
the police

The Madurai Bench of the Madras High Court ruled in Deepa vs. S.
Vijayalakshmi & Others that the provision in Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), 2023, restricting the arrest of women after
sunset and before sunrise, is directory and not mandatory.

HETH 815 F1C 1 At No & &9 o7 v, Rsreres va 3o Awra 7 hwen
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aTg AR gIfeT @ wga PR 9¥ O &1 yrawr e 8, srfaard s@

e In this case, a woman was arrested at 8 PM. Initially, a single judge ruled that this
violated Section 46(4) of the CrPC, but later, a two-judge bench held that the
provision is directory and not mandatory.

S ATH 7 TF AT ) UT 8 T FRFAR FAT 14T 47| T, Tohel #arATeNer & 54 &5
wfdar Wit (CrPC) &Y 4R 46(4) FT 3eaae AT, A a1¢ & aY-=arameefy fis ¥ s
graene & R&encA® 3T srfAart sgt aamm)

What are the safeguards?
TA&TOT & YTl 4T &7

e Two key safeguards under Section 43(5) of BNSS (corresponding to Section 46(4)
of CrPC) for the arrest of women:
o No woman shall be arrested after sunset and before sunrise except in
exceptional circumstances.

1§ Al T & 918 AR GAeT | T FaR 7@ Fr seeht, 51a 7 &
rareor aRfFafaaT = &l

o In exceptional cases, prior permission of the jurisdictional magistrate must
be obtained by a woman police officer through a written report.

sramyr IR, SsR Aafoeee $ ¢F sty v Afver gfaw sftwr
ganr faf@a Raie & aregsr @ wrea s gt

e Section 46(4) of CrPC is meant to protect women, but does not define what
constitutes an "exceptional situation”.

CrPC &I 4T 46(4) Afe3it $ FRaT FARTT F & v 718 71§ &, AP Ig 3ramerRor
affeurfarat Y Tuse afvsmer agh &<

e Proviso to Section 46(1) states that a male officer should not touch awoman
during an arrest unless it is unavoidable or a woman officer is present.

URT 46(1) F 399U & AR, fhel o gfew srfarl 1 Afgen A IRFar F3d gag a9
e 81 Gell A1feT, 519 o T 7§ 3raferd & 8) ar Afgen yfow srftrawrd wlse 7 8t

What did the Madras HC rule?
HETH 8T8 FIC of 741 e fEam?

e The Madras HC ruled that Section 46(4) of CrPC does not specify the
consequences of non-compliance.

ST 1€ FIE o gl [ CrPC #Y &RT 46(4) H 5HF Iooiudd 1 ATy F F1E E31cqw®
g el &
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e If the provision was meant to be mandatory, the legislature would have provided
consequences for its violation.

I I T 3 far @1, af e F 3% SeoiasT W &8 T yIaeT= 47 g1

e The Court stated that police officers perform a public duty, and in cases where a
woman commits a heinous crime at night and a magistrate is unavailable, an
arrest might be necessary.

E o F1 B gferw st ardefas Fder Mema €, 31k afe #1$ #ften va # i
IR FY AR AT 3ueey 7 @, af PRFEar S 8 wehdt §

e Strict adherence to the rule may allow an accused woman to escape, which is
against public interest.

U A9 F1 & T 9T FIA ¥ IR AT WK &) Tl §, ST Ffed & Rars gem|

History of Section 46(4) CrPC
CrPC ¥ 4RT 46(4) &1 3fagr

e The 135th report of the Law Commission of India (1989) on Women in Custody
recommended:
o No woman should be arrested after sunset and before sunrise.

FI$ AT FATET & a8 31 FIAGT F Tga FRwaR ¢t F = T

o In exceptional cases, prior permission from the immediate superior officer
should be obtained.

FTRTUROT ATHAL 7, dehielter aRes fAFH § @ sregafa A @i
o Ifthe caseis extremely urgent, an arrest report with reasons should be
submitted to the superior officer and magistrate.

3R ATHAT Hedd ATITIRTA I gY, af PReardt F Ruré aftss siftard sk afoeee
1 &Y AT TR

e The 154th Law Commission Report (1996) reiterated these recommendations,
leading to the insertion of Section 46(4) in CrPC in 2005.

1544 fafer smaer i R9iE (1996) A g AT Y ST, 5T a1 2005 & CrPC &
RT 46(4) NN TS|

What has the Supreme Court said?

AN FIE FT FAT Fg11 82

e The Nagpur Bench of the Bombay High Court directed that no female should be
detained without a lady constable, and in no case after sunset or before sunrise.

1§18 FIE AT dis F fader e B #i8 of fger e afgar wreeaer Hr Alsgaf
# forara & a7t of sireaft, ik frely oft Reurfey 3 e & arg I waifew & vea @id|
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e The Supreme Court observed that strict compliance with this rule might cause
practical difficulties.

A FIE A AT B 390 TF7H7 F7 ¥Ead Tele AT FHoarsai dar FT wFar ¢

Will the ruling dilute the provision?

T I8 AT SH TTGET Y FHAR HIT?

e The Court clarified that although Section 46(4) CrPC / 43(5) BNSS is directory and
not mandatory, the police cannot misuse it.

FIE o TASE TRAT foF o7t € CrPC Y URT 46(4) / BNSS & 4RT 43(5) fAdencas &), afra
IFOE HEHT GEIANT et T Hehell|

e Failure to comply with the provision may not make an arrest illegal, but the officer
must explain the reason for non-compliance.

S YTGYT T YTl oT Flet ¥ FARFARY 3raer 71 A seaft, afhe rfasrly 1 s
FRUT TS HIAT G|
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The Court directed the police to issue guidelines on what constitutes "exceptional

circumstances".

¢ & gforw Fr fader e B 3 7 vove w3 & forw Ranfarder st ¥ & sramenmor
aRfeafaar Fm g

Women shifting from unpaid
domestic work: govt. survey

Participation of women in employment-related work increases to 25% in 2024 from 21.8% in 2019;

for men, it rose to 75% from 70.9%; women spent 305 minutes a day in unpaid domestic services

|GS Paper I: Society |

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he participation of
T men and women in
the 15-59 age group

in employment and related
activities in a day increased
to 75% and 25%, respec-
tively, in 2024 from 70.9%
and 21.8% in 2019, shows a
survey on time use con-
ducted by the National Sta-
tistics Office.

The time spent by wo-
men in unpaid domestic
services dropped to 305
minutes in 2024 compared
with 315 minutes in 2019,
indicating a shift from un-
paid to paid pursuits, the
Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementa-
tion said in a statement
based on the survey.

The “Time Use Survey”
measured the time spent
by individuals on different
activities. It found that in
2024, people involved in
employment and related
activities spent 440 mi-
nutes a day for such activi-
ties. While men spent 473
minutes, women spent 341
minutes in such engage-
ments.

Men spent 88 minutes a
day in unpaid domestic
services for household

Although women are spending a little more time on paid work, they
still manage the bulk of caregiving activities at home. FILE PHOTO

members, the survey said.
“Females spent 137 mi-
nutes in a day in caring for
their household members
compared to 75 minutes
spent by male members of
the household,” the survey
said.

Leisure activities

Persons aged six and above
who responded to the sur-
vey’s questions spent 171
minutes a day for activities

related to culture, leisure,
and mass media use. “Male
and female participants
spent 177 minutes and 164
minutes, respectively in a
day in such activities,” it
said.

Children between the
age of six and 14 spent 413
minutes a day in learning-
related activities. “Self-
care and maintenance ac-
tivities comprised an aver-
age of 708 minutes in a day

for persons of age 6 years
and above,” the survey
said.

The Ministry added in a
statement that about 41%
of women in the 15-59 age
group participated in care-
giving for their household
members. The participa-
tion of men in this age
group in such activity
stood at 21.4%.

“Also, female partici-
pants in care-giving activi-
ties spent about 140 mi-
nutes in a day compared to
74 minutes by male respon-
dents of the same age
group. This corroborates
the Indian social fabric
wherein most of the care-
giving responsibilities for
household members are
borne by the females of the
household,” the Ministry
said.

About 16.8% of the pop-
ulation participated in pro-
ducing goods for their own
final use and they spent 116
minutes a day in doing
such activities.

The survey covered
1,39,487 households -
83,247 in rural areas and
56,240 in urban areas. It
enumerated 4,54,192 per-
sons aged six and above
(rural: 2,85,389 and urban:
1,68,803).

Women shifting from
unpaid domestic
work: Govt. Survey

Increase in employment
participation

VSR # sl 7 ggfor
o Participation of women in
employment-related activities

increased to 25% in 2024 from
21.8% in 2019.

Afgen3it A AsraR F S
fafafaray & seiery 2019 #
21.8% @ g 2024 H 25% &Y

TS

e For men, participation rose
from 70.9% in 2019 to 75% in
2024.

gt T srafierdt 2019 # 70.9% @
FeHT 2024 H 75% @Y S|

The data comes from a "Time Use Survey" conducted by the National Statistics

Office (NSO).

I 3HTH3 TS FIfIH FHEATET (NSO) garT e 1w “J#7g 3qaer adaor # faw e §)

Reduction in time spent on unpaid domestic work

Jrdafas N FF H 77T Y FA
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Women spent 305 minutes per day on unpaid domestic services in 2024, compared
to 315 minutes in 2019.

wfgen3 & 2024 # Irdafas w¥e Fanat w gfafee 305 Brere @+ fvw, St 2019 # 315
e 9

This indicates a shift from unpaid domestic work to paid employment.

IE At o F & AT AR $Y 3R agalTa i gaifar

Time spent on employment-related activities

UIR & "< fad st & foamr =& gq@a

People involved in employment spent an average of 440 minutes per day on work-
related activities in 2024.

VTR # o3t At o 2024 # 3itwaer 440 Bere vl et w13 @ S aifafafet & fame
Men spent 473 minutes per day on employment-related activities.

TN F VSR § Wt Frat & wiafeer 473 fere faarw)

Women spent 341 minutes per day on employment-related activities.

ARRATHT F VorR ¥ T &t 7 ufaeeT 341 A=e fAamw)

Gender differences in unpaid domestic services

Jrdafaes e Hamsi A dfrF 3aw

Men spent 88 minutes per day on unpaid domestic services for household
members.

TSI o TR HEEAT & foT rdafas e¥e damsit o¥ wfafeer 88 fere faarw)
Women spent 137 minutes per day on caregiving for household members,
compared to 75 minutes for men.

afgenait A 3r9er IRAR F wewat Fr dwerrer # wfafesr 137 Bere @< o, Safs gouia 75
e @9 fu|

Time spent on leisure and cultural activities

Harsrar 3R wepfas afafaftra & Rarm w=r g

Individuals aged six and above spent an average of 171 minutes per day on
leisure, culture, and media activities.

o a¥ 3R 38d 370 3y F AFaat 4 sitwas 171 Bee 9fa e 7@, svfa s
#Hifzar afaffat & Rame)

Men spent 177 minutes per day on these activities, while women spent 164
minutes.

gesl o 31 arfafafert av wfafeer 177 fBee @+ v, et afgemsit 3 164 e @< frw)
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Time spent by children on learning-related activities

Tl g@RT HiEa ga sfafaftrat 7 farar = wa

Children aged 6-14 spent an average of 413 minutes per day on learning-related
activities.

6-14 T¥ #Y Y F Todl o Wraer gaeh afafafeat 7 stwae 413 fPree vfa e e

Self-care and maintenance activities took up an average of 708 minutes per day
for individuals aged 6 and above.

B¢ 99 3N 390 10T Iy F sAfFaai o srew-dwene AR rEvamE afafaftat F staae
708 fere ufa et faame)

Participation in caregiving responsibilities

a@HTe Y foFAeRat # smefierdY

41% of women (15-59 years) participated in caregiving for household members,
compared to 21.4% of men.

15-59 a¥ Y 41% ATFATHT X Tel Tl Y SWHTS H H13r FArT, Siarfer qost r srrafery
21.4% 91|

Women spent 140 minutes per day on caregiving activities, compared to 74
minutes for men.

afgenait A Swemmer i Afafafery & yfafee 140 Pee @+ faw, Safe gt & 74 fee @<
(Cadl

This reflects the Indian social structure where caregiving responsibilities are
largely borne by women.

IF AR Ao i Y gelife ¢, STet ewetre Y et &7 v & Afgansit w e
gl

Participation in goods production for self-use

T & 39T & AT aEg3T F 3curear 7 smfery

16.8% of the population participated in producing goods for self-use, spending an
average of 116 minutes per day on such activities.

16.8% STAHEAT A FEF & IYANT & TAT a&gait & 3cureet # amer foram, 3R 58 W sitwaar
116 feTe wfa foer @< v

Survey coverage and methodology

FARTOT HT RIN A geufa

The survey covered 1,39,487 households, including:
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o 83,247 households in rural areas.
FTHYT &4 A 83,247 URAR|

o 56,240 households in urban areas.
redT &Y & 56,240 RaER|

o Atotal of 4,54,192 individuals aged six and above participated, with:
o 2,85,389 respondents from rural areas.

TTATOT 833 & 2,85,389 G|
1,68,803 respondentsfrom urban areas.
ergdY 8331 & 1,68,803 IeREET|

(GS Paper I1: Polity, Governance, and International Relations)

1. Delhi lost ¥2,000 crore due to excise policy: CAG
faeel o 3cuTe AIfar F FROT 2,000 FAT IaTT; TS

2. SC reinstates Bihar MLC Sunil Kumar
SC o fagR vHTeH! Fellol FAR HT TgTer fhAT

3. Stalin calls for all-party meet on March 5, says delimitation
affects all of South India

TIfeeT & 5 ATE ! GAGNT do5 Torrs, FeT TREHT X gfaror
HRT Y FoTfad &ar @

4. SC reserves verdict on whether Assam followed norms for
police encounters

SC & thaerr gfare @1 o a1 39# F gforw Fosist & fav fAgat

T YTeleT THdT

5. Blunt weapon: India should end Net curbs, especially
when imposed without good reason
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AT 3U: HRA F Seeie Tfaaer FATCT = 1R, Ay

T ¥ 9 faa1 3T FROT Jene ST

6. The right’s rise, Europe’s state of denial

ETRIOTYY T 36, I I FFEAHR F1 F1 Fufa

7. Should a third language be compulsory?

&7 radt #raT srferar gl anfge?

Centre vs Tamil Nadu over the three-language policy
ofteT-streT A 9T g 3R AR F o e

8. Accepting Taliban envoy in Delhi will undermine India’s
credibility’

feeeh & aTfaaTe gd I THR FIAT HRT 1 TG FI FHSR HIM

9.Bill on simultaneous polls will fail legal challenge, former
CJl tells House panel

qd CJI & FHET YTl § FgT: UF /I AT a1 arell [T
FIefall Galet H fawer grem

10. Reciprocal tariffs a negation of all accepted principles of
international trade: Congress

TREIRE CRE HAREHT AR & Faft Tfigpra Rguiat FTEHIor:
FH

11. CBSE proposes draft policy for conducting two Board
examinations from 2025-26

CBSE & 2025-26 ¥ &I 918 9d1&T10 3mAford 3 & fow Adler Afa
gEdrfad Y
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Delhi lost 2,000 crore
due to exc1se policy: CAG

[GS Paper II: CAG

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Delhi exchequer lost
%2,002 crore in revenue
due to the poor implemen-
tation of the Delhi Excise
Policy, 2021-22 by the pre-
vious Aam Aadmi Party go-
vernment in Delhi, said a
Comptroller and Auditor-
General (CAG) report ta-
bled in the Delhi Assembly
on Tuesday.

“These implementation
issues of the new policy
(Delhi Excise Policy 2021-
22) led to a loss of revenue
of approximately 32,002
crore. Excise Policy aimed
to eradicate sale of spu-
rious liquor and check
bootlegging. However, im-
portant measures which
were planned in the policy
like setting up of liquor
testing laboratories, batch
testing for rigorous quality
assurance, and monitoring
and regulation through
creation of a dedicated
post were not ensured,”
the CAG report said.

AAP chief and former

Audit shock: Delhi Minister Kapil Mishra holding the CAG report,
which was tabled in the Assembly on Tuesday. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal, senior AAP lead-
er and former Deputy
Chief Minister Manish Siso-
dia are among those who
were arrested and jailed on
charges of corruption in
the excise policy. The two
top leaders are currently
out on bail.

‘Deliberate obstruction’
Responding to the CAG re-
port, the AAP blamed the
revenue shortfall on the
“deliberate obstruction” of
the excise policy by the
Lieutenant-Governor, the
Enforcement Directorate

(ED), and the Central Bu-
reau of Investigation (CBI).
“Based on CAG report,
there must be investigation
against the L-G, CBI, and
ED to determine why the
government  exchequer
was made to incur a
%2,000-crore loss,” senior
AAP leader Atishi said.

The CAG report was ta-
bled in the Assembly by
new Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta.

SEEALSO
» PAGE 2

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12

Delhi lost ¥2,000 crore due
to excise policy: CAG

feeell ot Icurg Aifa & ST
2,000 F3 IGTC; Hiwsh

The Delhi exchequer lost
2,002 crore in revenue due to
the poor implementation of
the Delhi Excise Policy, 2021-
22 by the previous Aam
Aadmi Party government, said
a Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG) report tabled in
the Delhi Assembly on
Tuesday.

ool STHR H1 22,002 FUZ FI
TehaTeT g3, S feeelt 3cure Afa
2021-22 & @9 FRATIIA &
HROT §3HT| Tg a1 g AR

AETAET 9aTF (CAG) dY NI & Fg) 1S, Y AIAIR ! ool Rremerasm &
qer Y TS|

"These implementation issues of the new policy (Delhi Excise Policy 2021-22) led to a
loss of revenue of approximately ¥2,002 crore. The policy aimed to eradicate the

sale of spurious liqguor and check bootlegging. However, important measures like

setting up liquor testing laboratories, batch testing for rigorous quality assurance,
and monitoring through a dedicated post were not ensured," the CAG report said.

"Rl e #Aife 2021-22 & WS FATAT & HROT TR Hi €2,002 FIS FT JHATT

g3 3 oIl T 36T Aol AR Y fadh FATCT FIAT 3T 3 W TE&HY W AF
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TAITAT 2T| BT, SHH RTT TNETOT TAITRTATIAT T TAT=T, =7 gdvayor, 31X oREN &

forw ve wafia ug S AgcaqUT ASATC Are) e 91, Hiwsdt Ry 7 g aram

AAP chief and former Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal, senior AAP leader and
former Deputy Chief Minister Manish Sisodia were among those who were arrested
and jailed on charges of corruption in the excise policy. The two leaders are
currently out on bail.

3T e AR g fereeh FETwE Rl Ferdiare, atss 39 Adr 3R qF swgEss ae iy
RAafear & 3care Aifa 7 srseER F 3R & PRFaIR FT e AT 747 97| ST AT
ReergTer STATT U TeX &

‘Deliberate obstruction’

'SATTGSAH dTT STell 18"

Responding to the CAG report, the AAP blamed the revenue shortfall on the
"deliberate obstruction” of the excise policy by the Lieutenant-Governor,
Enforcement Directorate (ED), and Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI).

Hresft RarE o 9fafhar dd gu A9 = 5 Teied O1e & fov SWreaure, ade feeme
(3 3R FAT 3edwor s (H3ATE) GART " ATAGHHT 1T ST Fl AFAGR ST

"Based on the CAG report, there must be an investigation against the L-G, CBl,
and ED to determine why the government exchequer was made to incur a ¥2,000-
crore loss," said senior AAP leader Atishi.

"Hesh RarE F 3muR w1, verstt, HAas 3 $& & Rare s gis aifge arfes ag gar
SITAT ST Aeh oy TXHR T 22,000 FAT F AT FT HTHAT FIT AT IS1," AT AT TRES

atar smfereft o &g
The CAG report was tabled in the Assembly by new Chief Minister Rekha Gupta.

Hosht Rate it 78 Feg#s 1@ I[ear o fqerrasm 7 ger fhan)
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SC reinstates Bihar
ML.C Sunil Kumar

GS Paper Il:
|Expulsion of a
llegislative member

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday reinstated Rash-
triya Janata Dal leader Su-
nil Kumar Singh to the Bi-
har Legislative Council,
setting aside the Election
Commission notification
for a byelection to his seat.
A Bench headed by Jus-
tice Surya Kant concluded
Mr. Singh’s expulsion fol-
lowing his remarks against
Chief Minister Nitish Ku-
mar was “highly excessive
and disproportionate”.
“The expulsion of a
member from the House
constitutes a higher degree
of deprivation and must
only be sustained in excep-
tional circumstances,” Jus-
tice Surya Kant observed.
Noting that the main
function of a legislator is to
act as areflection of the pe-

Sunil Kumar Singh

ople’s will in a representa-
tive democracy, Justice
Kant said imposing a dis-
proportionate punishment
not only undermines de-
mocratic values by depriv-
ing the member from parti-
cipating in House
proceedings, but also af-
fects the voters, who re-
main unrepresented.

CONTINUED ON
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SC reinstates Bihar MLC Sunil
Kumar

SC & fagR wHTeH! geller FAR 1
el R

The Supreme Court on Tuesday
reinstated Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD)
leader Sunil Kumar Singh to the Bihar
Legislative Council, setting aside the
Election Commission notification for a
byelection to his seat.

FAA FIE F HITTAR HY T STl Gl
(ITS1E) & AT Gelter FAR g 1 fAgR fur
aftweg 7 qeter T o, 3k 3arhr die & faw
3YYATT T AT AT AT AT Y Teg
T fem|

o A Bench headed by Justice Surya Kant
concluded that Mr. Singh’s expulsion following his
remarks against Chief Minister Nitish Kumar was
"highly excessive and disproportionate".

A A FTT Y Iregarar arelt dis o sy
fvenTer o Egest aficher FAR & e feoqolt &

HROT Gelter FAR FAE F7 forssraer " srcaftr ik srdara

e “The expulsion of a member from the House constitutes a higher degree of
deprivation and must only be sustained in exceptional circumstances,” Justice
Surya Kant observed.

" fRdlY GSET Y HeoT & AsH1fAd F3a1 v i ufaeer § 31 @ Saer sramemor

aRfeufaat # & @y frar s anfye, =araefd g3 @i = Fa

e Noting that the main function of a legislator is to act as a reflection of the people’s
will in a representative democracy, Justice Kant said imposing a disproportionate
punishment not only undermines democratic values by depriving the member from
participating in House proceedings, but also affects the voters, who remain
unrepresented.

me%mﬁﬁmmwmmﬁmﬁmﬁmﬁm
FIAT BIT &, TATIH{T FicT o1 gl Toh I HSIT ST o7 shalel ANhdliaeh Hedl P FHAAR
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Stalin calls for all-party meet on March 5,
says delimitation affects all of south India

GS Paper II:
T|Parliament

CHENNAI

Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
has convened an all-party
meeting at the Secretariat
in Chennai on March 5 to
discuss the impact of the
proposed delimitation ex-
ercise, which may lead to a
reduction in the number of
Lok Sabha seats in Tamil
Nadu.

Addressing the media
after chairing a Cabinet
meeting at the Secretariat
on Tuesday, the Chief Mi-
nister said, “Tamil Nadu is
compelled to wage a major
battle for its rights. The
threat of delimitation is
hanging over the southern

Q Tamil Nadu is
compelled to wage a
major battle for its rights. The
threat of delimitation is hanging
over the southern States like

the sword of Damocles

M.K. STALIN
Chief Minister

States like the sword of Da-
mocles. Tamil Nadu, a
leader in HDIs [Human De-
velopment Indices], faces
serious danger. The Union
government plans to con-
duct the delimitation exer-
cise in 2026. Population
control has been a key na-
tional objective, and Tamil

Nadu has successfully
achieved it through effec-
tive family planning, prior-
itising women’s education,
and advancements in
healthcare.”

Reduction in seats
“As of now, Tamil Nadu has
39 Lok Sabha seats. The

delimitation exercise is
likely to reduce it to 31. It is
not just a reduction in
numbers. It is about our
rights. The voice of Tamil
Nadu is being suppressed
on the pretext of delimita-
tion. Transcending politi-
cal differences, everyone
should come together and
raise our voice,” Mr. Stalin
said.

Mr. Stalin also wrote a
letter to various political
parties on Tuesday, urging
them to voice their opposi-
tion to the delimitation ex-
ercise.

“Delimitation isn’t just
about Tamil Nadu, it af-
fects all of south India,” he
added.

Stalin calls for all-
party meet on
March 5, says
delimitation affects
all of South India

TSI o 5 AT A
FAGAIT doF TS,
gl IRHIAT U
gfeyor TR &Y yanfad
FIAT

Chief Minister M.K.

Stalin has convened an all-party meeting at the Secretariat in Chennai
on March 5to discuss the impact of the proposed delimitation
exercise, which may lead to a reduction in the number of Lok Sabha
seats in Tamil Nadu.

HETHA TA.F. Tl A 5 AT Y Aee1d AT H Aol 1T 355 oI5 ¢
i gEariad IR wfshar & varma o =t i o 7%, s affeeng &

AT det Y FE&aT gT Tahdr B

Addressing the media after chairing a Cabinet meeting at the Secretariat on Tuesday,
the Chief Minister said, "Tamil Nadu is compelled to wage a major battle for its
rights. The threat of delimitation is hanging over the southern States like the
sword of Damocles."

HITAR A FRAGTerT # HAe do 1 Ieaatar F a1g HA3FT i Ffod #:d g,

HEHAT o g, " ARG Y 39ar FAFRY & forw v a1 Ferd Fxar gam| gl w7
TeT gl T3t oY THaR Y cE oeeht g3 Bl
"Tamil Nadu, a leader in HDIs [Human Development Indices], faces serious

danger. The Union government plans to conduct the delimitation exercise in 2026.
Population control has been a key national objective, and Tamil Nadu has successfully
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achieved it through effective family planning, prioritising women’s education, and
advancements in healthcare."

" AffrereTg, S ATa R gawi! (HDIs) # 3raroft §, s @k #1 o a1 @18 $5
AIHR 2026 F TREHT FFHAT Y& HToT A AT AT WY § | SIAHEAT HAIT0T Ueh JHq W
USEY 3882 @1 8, AR dAfferers o 58 warrdY aRar v, Afgenait $ir fram

T fAFar & 3R Fareey Fant # werfer & AT @ WhedrEF gred fRar gl

Reduction in seats

et 7

"As of now, Tamil Nadu has 39 Lok Sabha seats. The delimitation exercise is likely
to reduce it to 31. It is not just a reduction in numbers. It is about our rights. The
voice of Tamil Nadu is being suppressed on the pretext of delimitation.
Transcending political differences, everyone should come together and raise our voice,"
Mr. Stalin said.

"FAAT H, AfAerg 7 39 Awwem € §1 aREweTr wfthar 5@ geret 31 FX gt 81 TF
frth e 3 helt 761 §, e AR ATAFRT A 37 Aqeem & affaarg i smarer it aRwdiwaT
& AT IR SETT ST TET &1 TSTallicish ATl ¥ FUX 3SR T T Teh AT 37T 39T
3TaTS 3076 T1feu,” Feifelst of &gl

Mr. Stalin also wrote a letter to various political parties on Tuesday, urging them
to voice their opposition to the delimitation exercise.

FIAT F ATerdR &) AT Teifa® gl F 97 for@st aRHfiaT afmar &1 @y
& 3rdYer i

"Delimitation isn’t just about Tamil Nadu, it affects all of South India," he added.

"Rl Fad afferITg #1 Hgar 8 §, I§ I STR0T HR I gonfad Fa1 8," Sopio
FT|
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SC reserves verdict on whether Assam
followed norms for police encounters

GS Paper lI: Police
Encounter

NEW DELHI

The Assam government on
Tuesday strongly objected

to a public interest petition |

accusing it of violating a
2014 Supreme Court judg-
ment for a scientific, well-

documented and decisive S

investigation by an inde-
pendent agency into 171
police encounters that al-
legedly took place in the
State between May 2021
and August 2022,
Appearing before a
Bench headed by Justice
Surya Kant, Solicitor Gen-
eral Tushar Mehta said the
judgment in the People’s
Union of Civil Liberties

(PUCL) versus State of
Maharashtra on police en-
counter deaths was bind-
ing on the State and was
followed “to the hilt”.

The judgment had held
that “killings in police en-
counters require indepen-
dent investigation” to res-
tore the public’s faith in
the police force.

“It does not matter
whether the victim was a
common person or a mili-
tant or a terrorist, nor does
it matter whether the ag-

1 gressor was a common

person or the State, The
law is the same for both
and is equally applicable to

£ both,” the Supreme Court

had observed over two de-
cades ago.

On Tuesday, advocate
Prashant Bhushan, appear-
ing for petitioner Arif Md.
Yeasin Jwaedder, said the
16 guidelines of the PUCL
judgment, which were to
be mandatorily followed
by the State administration
were “rampantly violated”
by the Assam establish-

ment. Mr. Bhushan sought
an independent probe by a
retired Supreme Court or
High Court judge.

Mr. Mehta said such
baseless claims demoral-
ised the police forces.

“But why would an in-
dependent  investigation
demoralise honest police
officers,” Mr. Bhushan
asked.

The court reserved the
case for judgment.

On February 4, the top
had court said it couldn’t
get into the merit of the al-
leged 171 police encounters
but would only see wheth-
erits guidelines on such ex-
tra-judicial killings had
been duly followed.

SC reserves verdict on
whether Assam followed
norms for police encounters

SC & thwer gRiara @ f
IWA A gfaw AT & faw
gAY &7 grere fRar

The Assam government on
Tuesday strongly objected to a

public interest petition accusing it

of violating a 2014 Supreme Court judgment that mandated a
scientific, well-documented, and decisive investigation by an
independent agency into 171 police encounters that allegedly took
place in the State between May 2021 and August 2022.

A IR A AINAAR HY Uh STl ied AT FT FH3T a0 fFam, 5w 39
T 2014 & GNA FIE F bW & Ieerde T AT AT 14T 47| I§ e
AS 2021 ¥ HIET 2022 a:mirgglngﬁ'\crgwg’faﬁrﬁ?rm, geaareyd
3R T TS gaRT fAviTas S sifAard wwar

Appearing before a Bench headed by Justice Surya Kant, Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta said the judgment in the People’s Union of Civil Liberties (PUCL) vs. State of
Maharashtra on police encounter deaths was binding on the State and was followed
"to the hilt".

Tt A FeT Y ICTRTAT aTell G5 5 FAET U2 €1 G, FATIET SFoilel IR Hegell
gl foh digew gforarer B Rfaer fAedier (PUCL) aeirer AgRTSE TXFR & thaer & gfaw
#ENT # g5 Al T I F Tl § Greret HIA1 Afevard A1, 3R 380 70 e & a9, v

IAqT|

The judgment had held that "killings in police encounters require independent
investigation" to restore the public’s faith in the police force.

5 thael & el I 1o " gfera et 7 g8 geant A Fac ST AT ¢, dIfeh et
T I e T faRay 91 @ |

“It does not matter whether the victim was a common person, a militant, or a

terrorist, nor does it matter whether the aggressor was a common person or the
State. The law is the same for both and is equally applicable to both,” the Supreme
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Court had observed over two decades ago.

"3 FS 3T ATF, IAATEY AT HTAFATE AT, Ig AR GT &, 7 &1 I§ Heed T 8
FHATER A ARIRE AT AT AT | FIA alat & v garaT § 3R qo e & & e ar g,
Ig feoqult Goher SIE o &Y e gger 1 AT

e On Tuesday, advocate Prashant Bhushan, appearing for petitioner Arif Md. Yasin
Jwaedder, said the 16 guidelines of the PUCL judgment that were mandatory for the
State administration were "rampantly violated" by the Assam government.

HITAR A, A Teraarar Teria oor, St JiRAwTRat 3IRE Ageag AT Sarveey 3 A
9 §U, Segiel el foh PUCL et Y 16 arforard fRenfardeit 1 3resr SR garT a3 doma

U Iocaed AT AT

e Mr. Bhushan sought an independent probe by a retired Supreme Court or High
Court judge.

At S[woT & T FIE AT FEFIE & Tk [aTfrge sArAreher garT T St Y 7T H|
e Mr. Mehta said such baseless claims demoralized the police forces.
#ft Fga F F1 B W AR 3R T a9 F AT B §

e "But why would an independent investigation demoralize honest police officers?"
Mr. Bhushan asked.

"AfeT T TaaT AT AR Yo AftrwRaT w1 Aaae T Prreaf? s spwor & Hare
|

e The court reserved the case for judgment.
ST F §9 AT A hae FRfErT @ fam

e On February 4, the Supreme Court said it couldn’t get into the merit of the alleged

171 police encounters, but would only examine whether its guidelines on extra-
judicial killings had been duly followed.

4 Tt Y, gier FIE 7 Fe1 B a8 F1Aa 171 yfow goast A duar © e adi =
HAT, Sioeh Tg ST N foh FAT 37 HSNST A 3WF feenfareei w1 adt F urerer fwam ara
a1
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Blunt weapon: India should end Net curbs, especially when
imposed without good reason

AT 3U: HRA F Seeie Tfaaer FATCT i 18T, [y
T ¥ F 9471 3T FROT 9T S0

The number of Internet shutdowns in India was slightly lower in 2024
than in 2023, according to the Software Freedom Law Center (SFLC)
India’s annual report.

HI 7 2024 ST F4Y Y HEAT 2023 Y Jorelt 7 NN w47 Y, T8
STAFRY AFEIAT WISH df HeT (SFLC) 3 Fir a1 Rale & & a1

e A separate report by web rights advocacy, Access Now, shows that India
continues to lead globally in the number of government-ordered Internet
shutdowns.

a9 HAFR FIMSA "TFAY A" Y T Irerdr RE F AR, 9t rsfy st gforam F wwaprd
et @ &1 arer Setaie ddr F ot T W R

e The Union government maintains that mobile Internet shutdown is an
indispensable instrument to control law and order situations.

&g TR FT FgeT § & A eTeT 98 FIT Frefet AN Faey H FEhHa 7@ & @w
T Hfary 39 g1

o Most of the Internet use in India is mobile-based.
T A SeTAT IRV HT 3 TRAFIA 9T RS TR

o A closer examination of shutdowns in 2024 reveals disturbing data:
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Blunt weapon

India should end Net curbs, especially
when imposed without good reason

he number of Internet shutdowns in In-
T dia was slightly lower in 2024 than in

2023, according to the Software Freedom
Law Center (SLFC), India’s annual report. A sep-
arate report by the web rights advocacy, Access
Now, shows that India continues to lead globally
in the number of government-ordered Internet
shutdowns. The Union government has main-
tained that mobile Internet shutdown is an indis-
pensable instrument in the toolkit to control law
and order situations. Most of the Internet use in
India is mobile. A closer examination of the shut-
downs imposed even over the last year reveals
some disturbing data: 41 of the 84 shutdowns in
India in 2024 were imposed during protests,
compared to the 23 that were imposed for com-
munal clashes. Five were even issued for cheating
during examinations. In situations on the brink
of violence where rapidly spreading disinforma-
tion may swerve out of control of the authorities,
there may be a case for considering restrictions
on communications. But no shutdown is without
a cost — the delayed information regarding vio-
lence can also impede fast response. The Su-
preme Court of India recognised this when it
ruled, in Anuradha Bhasin vs Union of India, that
each shutdown must meet the tests of necessity
and proportionality. Internet shutdown impedes
people’s livelihoods, access to medical care and
education. It is a blunt weapon and the least the
government could do is to measure its impact
and use it sparingly. The government has been
urged on preparing such an assessment for years,
but no headway has been made here.

Even for those in favour of retaining shut-
downs as a tool in the repertory of emergency
policing, the process being followed is cause for
alarm. Many a time, as Access Now and SFLC re-
port, there is no valid order uploaded on govern-
ment websites detailing the duration and the
causes in detail, as required by the Telecommuni-
cations (Temporary Suspension of Services)
Rules, 2024 and its preceding rules of 2017. Ideal-
ly, every shutdown should be followed by a
sombre examination of whether it was necessary
and what its deployment cost was. The ideal
number of Internet shutdowns in any country is
zero. It is especially troubling that 296 of them
were imposed on millions around the world last
year. India’s case shows that there is an urgent
need for circumspection and restraint. The Inter-
net shutdowns index is, after all, one of the indic-
es in which India should not aspire to lead.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

o 41 of the 84 shutdowns in India were imposed during
protests.

2024 # AR # U 84 FEAT el H § 41 vereler & ER1eT e

T

o 23 shutdowns were imposed due to communal
clashes.

23 geTaAe ST VSIS ST & FROT 9T AT|
o 5shutdowns were issued to prevent cheating during
examinations.

5 $eIAT 94) TRT3T F FTFHe Aavet & AT aiey frw arw
e Insituations on the brink of violence, where rapidly

spreading disinformation may go out of control, there
may be a case for considering restrictions.

et aRfeufaat F sret iR i werraa g 3R arera e asit
¥ ber W &Y, Ig7 wfaaer o W R R s awar §)

e No shutdown is without a cost — delayed information
regarding violence can also impede fast response.

1§ 8ff Sevete oY ew e & 1 et — e & wefea
a3 7 S & Al & i & F amem 3w wahelt ¥
e The Supreme Court, in Anuradha Bhasin vs Union of

India, ruled that each shutdown must meet the tests of
necessity and proportionality.

AT FIE " IRTT T FAH HRT T ATHS F FeT
Yedeh $eTAC 94T Y HTRIFAT AR HTaTirFar A FAIE T
U 3 TR

¢ Internet shutdowns impact livelihoods, access to
medical care, and education.

ST ) AN Y AT, RfFcaT dasme 3 e &
wenfad T §1

e The government has been urged for years to assess
the impact of shutdowns, but no headway has been
made.

FHR T uf T S a8 F T HT 3TheleT FIa 7 3rdier Y
ST T8 8, Afthet 30 T I Iy e g%

Process flaws in Internet shutdown orders
Selae adt 3Nt & wfharera arfaar

e Even for those who support shutdowns as a policing
tool, the process being followed is alarming.
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ST AT AT Al Y FITeT STTEAT TATC [@A & fAIT 3TTeTF AMQ §, 3% faw sy @
AL F 1 g Riaeer 8

e Access Now and SFLC report that many shutdowns have no valid government
orders uploaded online, as required by the Telecommunications (Temporary
Suspension of Services) Rules, 2024 and 2017 rules.

TFAH 13 3R SFLC #r R F AR, F§ §e¥ae 9t & fw F1§ o avardy ameer
HTeTeITSeT IS FT FUT AT, ST Y5 AR (Farat F1 rearh frerae) e, 2024
3R 2017 & fA¥AY & dgd AT &1

e Ideally, every shutdown should be followed by a review to examine its necessity
and cost.

TS T A, T ST 9d) & 916 SHA T F T 3T AR FT 3Thelel fRAT AT ATRTI
e Theideal number of Internet shutdowns in any country should be zero.
Tt ofY Qar & gexeie 9t i 3maet wEwT o A TR
e Itis troubling that 296 shutdowns were imposed worldwide in 2024, affecting
millions of people.

Ig fofar &1 fwr § o 2024 #F gfovam s 296 $evate &t amp & a1, forad ama e
CENER LY
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the country should not aspire to lead.

T &Y ST Fa) 9 F FIH =T IR0, F4IF I8 U QT &7 § e ar ay e ox

g Y THIaT AL I@T AR
The right’s rise, Europe’s state of denial

ES Paper II:
eopolitics s in the Munich

Security Conference in Germany, that was
held recently, and the United Nations
General Assembly vote on Ukraine.

A few days ago, in Saudi Arabia, the United
States and Russia, led by their respective Foreign
Ministers, had held bilateral discussions on the
Ukraine war. The Ukrainians and Europeans were
not invited since it was felt that they need not be
included at this point. In June 2024, at the behest
of Ukraine, the European Union (EU) and the
U.S., Switzerland organised a ‘Summit on Peace
in Ukraine’ at the Biirgenstock. Russia was not
invited since they felt that Russia was not needed
at that point.

In Munich, U.S. Vice-President J.D. Vance
accused Europe of strangling its right-wing
parties, “shutting down” elections, “stifling” free
speech and religious freedoms and encouraging
“out of control” migration from non-EU
countries, thereby endangering democratic
polity, freedoms and “fundamental values”. But
before November 2024, the Americans and the
Europeans had tried to prevent their right-wing
and far-right parties from gaining legitimacy
through the ballot since they were convinced that
the rise of right in their countries endangered
democracy and freedoms — and, in effect, their
liberal western values. Romania’s constitutional
court even annulled the presidential election
results where far-right independent candidate,
Calin Georgescu, who lobbied to cut off
assistance to Ukraine, won the first round.

What the U.S. forgets

In February 2025, the U.S. is accusing Ukraine,
Germany and the Europeans of not doing enough
to find a solution to the conflict, pursuing an
unwinnable war with Russia. But the U.S. forgets
that it has already spent over $110 billion in the
Ukraine war, with $65 billion for ammunition
only — more than what top western countries
have collectively given Ukraine. The U.S. also
forgets that in March 2022, it was the leader of a
European country who, at the behest of the U.S.,
sabotaged negotiations (which had already
commenced in Tiirkiye) between the Russians
and the Ukrainians.

And, in September 2022, close allies of
Germany sabotaged the Nord Stream pipelines,
rendering them inoperable and preventing Russia
from supplying gas to Germany, which was its
lifeline. But a reluctant, but much-chastised,
Germany supplied Leopard tanks and other
ammunition to Ukraine.

In addition, the U.S. exhorts Europe to take
responsibility for its own security, substantially
enhances its defence spending and not sponge on

T.S. Tirumurti

was Ambassador/
Permanent
Representative of
India to the United
Nations, New York
(2020-22)

EU leaders are
complicit in the
gradual eclipse
of their own
liberal values,
allowing for the
gradual rise of
the right

the disproportionate American role in North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). The U.S.
contributes 16% of NATO’s annual budget and to
most of its troops. But the U.S. forgets that since
the collapse of the Cold War, it was America that
was reluctant to let the Europeans organise their
own security and defence.

Today, the U.S. accuses the EU of not doing
enough either on illegal migration from non-EU
countries or on combating militant radical Islam
to stop terror attacks that disrupt the western
way of life.

A few years ago, in the UN, the U.S. and
Europe, barring France, proclaimed that the
danger of terrorism came from “racially and
ethnically motivated violent extremism” (REMVE)
in the U.S. as well as the rise of right-wing violent
extremism in Europe, and not from radical Islam
or disastrous migration policies of the West. At
the UN, their “liberal” Ambassadors kept silent
when the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation
(OIC) tried to undermine the collective fight
against terror and the UN Alliance of Civilization
(UNAOC) dismissed the terrorist attacks in France
in 2020 as reaction to Islamophobia.

The problem with Europe

Europe, on its part, refuses to accept that its
domestic policies, which, inter alia, encourage
violent dissidents, radicals, terrorists, and
refugees to seek citizenship, have transformed its
demography, perhaps irrevocably. Its liberal open
societies were taken advantage of by Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) terrorists,
Khalistani separatists and terrorists, the infamous
Hamburg Cell of Al Qaeda (the pilots of the 9/11
terrorist attacks were from here) or by Islamic
radicals killing Europeans in their own cities —
Paris, Nice, Oslo, Vienna, Madrid, Brussels or
elsewhere. Therefore, it was no surprise that
right-wing parties began to sweep elections in
Europe as a reaction to their leaders’ misplaced
priorities. The recent election results in Germany
which kept the far-right at bay, but only just, may
be the last chance to find that elusive balance
within the EU.

As Mr. Vance said in Munich, “If you're
running in fear of your own voters, there is
nothing America can do for you.” Of course, the
U.S. forgets that Trump 1.0 refused to accept the
2020 election loss and that the first act of Trump
2.0 was to pardon the perpetrators of the
storming of the U.S. Capitol in 2021. But Europe’s
claim that the U.S. is no less undemocratic or no
less culpable in these issues, or the pointing to
Germany’s Nazi past and the danger of its
resurgence or to Russian aggression are not
excuses for illiberal action against their far-right.

Europe seems to be in a state of denial. While
the pursuit of ideology, liberal democracy and
western values are laudable objectives, the EU
leaders are complicit in the gradual eclipse of
their own liberal values by allowing migrants,
whose ethos are at direct variance with theirs.
Their peoples’ counter-reaction is to vote for the
far-right fearing for their own identity, way of life
and even religion. It is a classic case of liberal
policies being taken advantage of by illiberal
values.

In Munich, India’s External Affairs Minister, S.
Jaishankar, called out the West for claiming to
promote democratic values at home but
supporting non-democratic forces outside,
especially in the Global South. Recent instances
of the West effecting regime changes in the Global
South include the forcible takeover of power by
radical Taliban in Afghanistan in August 2021 and
the overthrow of the Syrian President in
December 2024 by Ahmed al-Shaara, a former
leader of al-Qaeda in the region — all in the name
of ushering in democracy.

However, on the Ukraine war, while Europe
and the U.S. hitched themselves to the Zelenskyy
bandwagon to emasculate Russia, in a dramatic
turn of events, the chasm between the new U.S.
initiatives and entrenched European positions
burst into the open in the UN General Assembly
when the U.S. voted with Russia against the
European/Ukrainian draft resolution but could
not stop it from being adopted. More drama
could follow in the UN Security Council, but it is
only a pyrrhic win for Europe — without America,
the Ukraine war is as good as over.

The trans-Atlantic partnership is relevant
Despite the jolts at Munich and the UN General
Assembly, proclaiming that the trans-Atlantic
partnership between the U.S. and Europe is over
is premature. The call from the U.S.
administration for retreat from Europe seems
tactical, to renegotiate a better deal, and not
strategic. With a new centrist leadership in
Germany, maybe it is time for Europe to
undertake course correction, invest more in its
own security, combat the rise of radical values in
its societies, pursue a more independent foreign
policy and rework its relations with the U.S.
Ironically, the trans-Atlantic partnership is even
more relevant now in the face of “no-limits”
partnership between Russia and China. The U.S.'s
ability to walk away from Europe is overstated,
just as the ability of Europe to weather the storm
is understated.

When a reporter asked Mahatma Gandhi what
he thought of western civilisation, he is reported
to have replied: “I think it would be a good idea.”

The right’s rise, Europe’s state of denial

STRIOTYY T 36, I I FEAHR Fa F1 ufa

Irony died a thousand deaths at the Munich Security Conference in
Germany and the United Nations General Assembly vote on Ukraine.
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STl H U FYfor@ & TR IR TYF TSE AGTHAT A Jghol T AcTET
# fasee gomRY 9 7

In Saudi Arabia, the United States and Russia, led by their Foreign Ministers, held
bilateral discussions on the Ukraine war, but Ukraine and European nations were
not invited.

AT 3T A, IrARET 3R T 2 310e g AT F Aqea # g gau W gfvaiy =t
Y, At ot AT JUT G2 Y AT w18t o aram|

In June 2024, at the request of Ukraine, the EU, and the U.S., Switzerland organized
a ‘Summit on Peace in Ukraine’ but did not invite Russia.

ST 2024 , oheT, JUMT T 3R 3ARET F 30 ), Ragorels F gaar # aifa |
RrEx gFads 3rAfad frar, dfha & F 3maAfRa A8 fvar )

The U.S. on Europe's right-wing politics
AR AR U 7 gfErorae Tt

U.S. Vice-President J.D. Vance accused Europe of:
o Suppressing right-wing parties.
gfaroraedt gt FY gar FT JRT T
o Restricting elections and free speech.
gt 3R feafFa Fr waaar # AT Fwe F1 3T T
o Encouraging uncontrolled migration from non-EU countries.
I-$g el & TR varw Y Ferar & F HRT 9|
Before November 2024, U.S. and European nations tried to prevent right-wing

parties from gaining legitimacy through elections, believing their rise threatened
democracy.

Tae 2024 F Tge, AR 31T g ait o gfRvordeft gt Y FAT derar yred F= @
Vel T YA FFAT, FAITR 3¢ o9 o 3T 36T Alhad & foT @ar 2|
Romania’s constitutional court annulled presidential election results, where far-

right candidate Calin Georgescu won the first round, advocating cutting aid to
Ukraine.

JaAfarT it G JreTera A Uegufa GATa F oAdial F igg F 2, e sftrorad
3rHflear Hfae stsfeg @ gea aR & Sfia gride A, [Siegiel Jghet T TErAT € FIA A
qhTerd S|

What the U.S. forgets
3ARET 4T o ST R

In February 2025, the U.S. accused Ukraine, Germany, and Europe of:
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o Not doing enough to resolve the war with Russia.

T & WY Y F g FI F AT TATT 91 o FIa $T 3RT F9711247|
o Pursuing an unwinnable war.

TF ST I F MR g 71 HRT S|

The U.S. has spent over $110 billion on the Ukraine war, including $65 billion for
ammunition alone, more than all Western nations combined.

AR & Tavet Jaur W $110 Rfdaer & afrw @< frar @, Toraet @ $65 Rfows Faa
MerT-areg & fow @d gu, o waft aftesh qul & @ A & It ¥

In March 2022, a European leader sabotaged peace negotiations between Ukraine
and Russiain Turkiye, under U.S. pressure.

AT 2022 #, U JANT Aar F JFFD F et 3R w0 F i anifer arat Y 3R & goe
# fawer #¢ feam|

In September 2022, Germany'’s close allies sabotaged the Nord Stream pipelines,
cutting off Russia’s gas supply to Germany.

et 2022 #, sreie & FON TEAN A 7 A1 T TrgTETEAl B THA g, TEd
T Sl 3 3t s @Y S|

Despite this, Germany, though hesitant, provided Leopard tanks and ammunition
to Ukraine.

3 qTac(g, S o AfATeT ¥ Tohet FY A9S EF 3R AR werT

U.S. stance on European security and migration

FUdrT &t R o 9T IARHT F1 79

The U.S. urges Europe to take responsibility for its own security, increase defense
spending, and not rely on NATO’s American support.

IARHT FAT F 3=t GRaw FY AR A, Wi @ qgra R A1 7 3rARHT o Ferya

W AT o Tget T ATIAE HIAT |
The U.S. contributes 16% of NATO’s budget and provides most of its troops.
IARFT 1Y F AT Fore FT 16% ANrereT aar § 3R g rferawrer Afaat v amgfet Fvar

g
However, since the Cold War ended, the U.S. had prevented Europe from forming
its own security strategy.

graifer, i Jaur wATed 81 & 916 /, IARFT F AT FY Il FTaa T FRaT Ay g @
T 41|

Today, the U.S. blames the EU for failing to control illegal migration and for not
acting against militant radical Islam.

3T, AR IO 79 W 3y g9 F AT @ F e W 3R Feerwdt
SEATHAIG & TWATE FRATE o FIA BT IRT STAT &
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Contradictions in the West’s approach to extremism

afRest gt & Tady W A gfeestor

o Afew years ago, at the UN, the U.S. and European nations (except France) claimed
terrorism’s biggest threat was right-wing extremism, not radical Islam or flawed
migration policies.

o Y Ugd, FFFa Usg H, IART AR AT S0t (1 Y BIgH) F Fe1 f A w7

TIH T3T G STATTHY TAYY §, o7 foh sheeadt ST AT I Yaraet sfaan|
o At the UN, their liberal ambassadors remained silent when the Organisation of
Islamic Cooperation (OIC) attempted to weaken global counter-terrorism efforts.

T TSE H, 37 " IERATE TG T 9 I§ 9 T g1 Haraof (OIC) « AR
HTaeare e Tl Y FAAR FIA H FifAer H|

e The UN Alliance of Civilizations (UNAOC) dismissed France’s 2020 terrorist
attacks as a reaction to Islamophobia.

HYF TS FHAATH T T4 (UNAOC) & i & 2020 # §T HTAhardr gaall 1
sTATAIGITT Y wfafshar samm)

The problem with Europe
T Y FHEAT

o Europe refuses to accept that its domestic policies encouraging violent dissidents,
radicals, terrorists, and refugees have permanently altered its demography.

T I8 FAHR FIA W SAFR FIAT § (o 38ehT el Ao, s fFas sraqeet,
FEI AN, ATdwaredr 3R eRonfdAT S ARTREAr o #1 3raER & §, 7 3
AT Y TUTH T & dge AT R

o Liberal open societies in Europe have been exploited by:
o Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) terrorists.

affier §aa & AfFa €iF (LTTE) & sdwarteat garl

o Khalistani separatists and terrorists.
IferEdre sreemaartedt AR sraFarfeat garT|

o Al-Qaeda's Hamburg Cell, which included 9/11 attackers.
3-FIIAST F gFadr Al @, [T 9/11 gHemaR anfirer &

o Islamic radicals attacking European cities like Paris, Nice, Oslo, Vienna,
Madrid, and Brussels.

HSEATHT sheeadl, foegiet IUT & et oI ARk, A, i, fawem, #Af3s, sk
THed H gHe fhT|

e Right-wing parties have gained electoral success in Europe as a reaction to
leaders’ misplaced priorities.
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T 7 gfRvoradt geit & el F Wherar g1fdrer Y, S AT Y Trera wrATAFATHT A
gfafsra 2|

The recent German election results prevented the far-right from winning
completely, but this could be Europe’s last chance to find political balance.

g1l @ & et & gorg Rt 7 gffroraedt gat #Y @@ ave @ Shaa @ A &, i 7
T ¥ FT Heler qTC 7@ T AR A &) FFhar 2

U.S. hypocrisy on democracy

Ahdaa 9T HARFT T 9GS

U.S. Vice-President J.D. Vance in Munich said: "If you’re running in fear of your
own voters, there is nothing America can do for you."

IARFY ITrSgafa .3, aiw & T F Fer IR 3T IR AqQTAH ¥ @ A9 73
T 8, A 3ReT I v w6 78 T wwan”

However, the U.S. forgets that Trump refused to accept the 2020 election results
and in Trump 2.0, he pardoned the January 6 Capitol rioters.

gTeifer, ARG ofer S § o € & 2020 F gorra TROMTAT F FAFR FA F FAFR I
o o7 31K €9 2.0 & d8d, 3egi 6 A F FRed Izt w AT &

Europe argues that the U.S. is equally undemocratic and cannot justify its illiberal
actions against far-right groups by pointing to Germany’s Nazi past or Russian
aggression.

T FT % ¢ o 3R off 30 & sratwmaifyes § 31K g Sl & arsit archer ar &t
HTHATT HT gATel S STRVTTH TAET & AT I GAA FI TEY 7ET 3g1 FhelT|

Europe’s denial and migration policies

TN HT gAhR R Farwer Ao

EU leaders are complicit in weakening their own liberal values by allowing
migrants with opposing cultural values.

TUNT §E & AT 39 § IERATET AfAAf F FAGAR A & fow e &, =ik @
YTt Y A & @ ¥ oo wivgfas Hqea 3a% Reda #)

People’s reaction is to vote for the far-right, fearing loss of identity, way of life, and
religion.

Fad1 Y yfafsrar ef@oraedY gaf & Tade & Ade T 8, TS 3 9= g,
Aaadeh sk et @ F @ E

Liberal policies are being exploited by illiberal values, leading to far-right electoral
success.

3gRarer Afaat w1 IR-3eRarr Feat garT geaaeT T 97 11 8, Sad afgoradY gt
AT el 95 T |
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India’s stance on the West’s double standards

gfRgsY &2t & SIEY ATIES W HRd &1 3@

In Munich, India’s External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar criticized the West for
claiming to promote democracy while supporting non-democratic forces in the
Global South.

Ffaa #, (A & fader 7N vw. e o g uut #r srdteen f, S aifRT o @
ArrdT FT THYT FId § oAfheT g AT (Global South) & it drehdl S
Jomar ad ¢

Examples of Western-backed regime changes include:
o August 2021: Taliban’s takeover of Afghanistan.

3T 2021; ABIATTAEATT & dTfaTeT FT Feoll|

o December 2024: Overthrow of Syria’s President by Ahmed al-Shaara, a
former Al-Qaeda leader.

feHaR 2024: WRAT F T Y 3HFHAS IA-ART GART FeAT { FSHAT AT, i gt
3TeT-hTIET T AcT 47|

U.S.-Europe rift over Ukraine war

el IS HY AR IARF-TUT 7 Aqei

The U.S. and Europe backed Ukraine to weaken Russia, but recent events have
exposed their divisions.

3ARET AR AT F T FY FAAR F & FHT Lghet &1 G v, Afhet gret 1 geaamsi
o 3eTeh HTIH AAHE 3R X few|

In a dramatic shift at the UN General Assembly, the U.S. voted with Russia against
a European/Ukrainian resolution but could not stop its adoption.

TG TSE AGTAT A Teh ATChd TRl §IHT, STeT AN o T & T e
T/t gFaTa & FRT® Aaer [, df 30 yeara w1 i g & 78t O w1

More conflict may arise in the UN Security Council, but without U.S. support, the
Ukraine war is nearly over.

TgF Teg ot 9w 7 3K 3rflw wasie g aad 8, dfene aRe & warder & fa,
T JG ST WHTCA 8 THT ¢

The relevance of trans-Atlantic partnership

Ti-3rcdifesd ey i yrafsmar

Despite tensions, declaring the U.S.-Europe alliance as over is premature.

dIa & STAS[G, TE FeaT sTeadlsi a1l f IANFT-JAT TsatT FATCT &) 141 |
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e The U.S. push to reduce its role in Europe is a tactical move to renegotiate a better
deal, not a strategic withdrawal.

T # 3ARET 1 HAFT F97 FA 1 FIRAY U WiHITAF Faa §, AT Jga Flgarsi
ST &, o o 7 T 9o gea 1 At

e With new centrist leadership in Germany, Europe must:
o Invest more in security.

37l GR&T 7 A e :|
o Combat therise of radical values.
ATS & qgd Feexqdt Hedl FT HFae F: |
o Pursue a more independent foreign policy.
s Faax fager Afa s
o Rework its relations with the U.S.
AR & TTY e aul F g aRenfva #X)

e The trans-Atlantic partnership is crucial, especially with the “no-limits” alliance
between Russia and China.

EI-3Tedifes TG Ageaqul s+l g8 &, Ay &7 & w 3R et & " A-f_fdca ToduT
& i)

« Mahatma Gandhi’s famous quote on Western civilization:
o “Ithink it would be a good idea.”

"3t oera § B 9% v JreeT REr g

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page3 5

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

fpatriotic [

Pathshala
www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

DPPATRIOTICIAS

Should a third language be compulsory?

Why is the Union government delaying funds under the Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan to Tamil Nadu? When was the three-language policy first introduced and what
did it mandate? What are the challenges in having extra language courses in government schools?

S Paper II:
Langua

Rangarajan. R

The story so far:
here has been a tussle between
the Centre and the Tamil Nadu
government over the
three-language formula in
schools under the New Education Policy
(NEP), 2020. The Union government has
indicated that it needs to be complied
with for release of funds tied to the
Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan. However, the
Tamil Nadu government views it as a
‘smokescreen’ for Hindi imposition and
insists that it would continue with its
two-language policy.

What are constitutional provisions?
The Constitution provides that Hindi is
the official language of the Union. English
was originally meant to continue as the
official language for 15 years from the
commencement of the Constitution (till
1965). However, the Official Languages
Act, 1963 provides for the continued use
of English, in addition to Hindi, for all
official purposes of the Union without any
time limit. The legislature of a State may
adopt any one or more of the languages in
use in the State or Hindi as the official
language(s) for official purposes of that
State.

Further, the Constitution provides that
it shall be the duty of the Union to
promote the spread of the Hindi language
so that it may serve as a medium of
expression for all the elements of the
composite culture of India.

What is the three-language policy?
The three-language formula was first
introduced in the NEP of 1968. This policy
and the Official Language Resolution,
1968 mandated the teaching of Hindi as a
language in non-Hindi speaking States.
There were protests against the same in
‘Tamil Nadu and it has steadfastly followed
its two-language policy of teaching Tamil
and English in its government schools.

2020 has retained the
three-language formula albeit with a key
difference that it doesn’t impose any
language on any State. It specifies that the
languages to be learnt will be the choice
of States, regions and the students, so
long as at least two of the three languages
are native to India.

What are the issues?

The Annual Status of Education Research
(ASER) conducted regularly by renowned
NGO Pratham leaves much to be
improved upon with respect to learning
abilities. The report of 2022 indicates that
close to 60% of students in Class V could

Firm stance: A protest against the three-language policy, in Chennai, on February 18. pT!

not read a Class I1 level text. The report of
2023 reveals that 25% of youth in the age
group of 14-18 years could not read a Class
11 level text fluently in their regional
language. More than 40% of this age
group could not read sentences in
English. The learning outcomes in
foundational numeracy skills like
subtraction and division is equally poor.
As per the report on ‘Analysis of
Budgeted expenditure on Education’
prepared by the Ministry of Education,
Government of India, in 2022, out of the
total revenue expenditure on elementary
education estimated at 3.03 lakh crore
(2019-20), 15% is spent by the Centre

while 85% is spent by the States. The total
expenditure on elementary, secondary,
higher and technical education by the
Centre and States combined hovers
around 4-4.5% of the GDP as against the
target of 6% set out in the NEP 2020.
Thus, the expenditure on education is yet
to reach the desired levels.

What can be the way forward?

While English is not a native language, its
proficiency has helped us in becoming
globally competitive in various service
industries. India is a multi-lingual country
and the objective of learning more Indian
languages in schools in desirable.
However, the existing issues of learning
outcomes coupled with constraints on
resources require that the efforts of
government run schools should be
focused on improving the teaching of the
mother tongue/local language and
English, apart from foundational
numeracy skills. Even in private schools
where a third language is taught till
Standard VI, there is limited proficiency
being attained by the students in such
language.

The 2011 Census data reveals that
approximately 26% of India is bilingual
and 7% is trilingual. The corresponding
figures for urban areas are 44% and 15%,
as against 22% and 5% for rural areas.
With rapid urbanisation and migration of
labourers across the country, this number
is bound to increase in the forthcoming
Census, indicating that the young and
adult population would learn additional
languages according to their needs.

There must be a constructive dialogue
between the Centre and the Tamil Nadu
government to ensure that funding is not
delayed.

Considering the share of expenditure
borne by the States as well as regional
diversities, there also needs to be a
productive discussion on providing more
autonomy to the States in policy matters
relating to school education.

Rangarajan. R is a former IAS officer
and author of ‘Polity Simplified’. Views
expressed are personal.

Should a third language be compulsory?

FT AT 3T rfAar g arfge?

THE GIST

v

The three-language formula
was first introduced in the NEP
of 1968. This policy and the
Official Language Resolution,
1968 mandate the teaching of
Hindi as a language in
non-Hindi speaking States.

v

The ASER report of 2022
indicates that close to 60% of
students in Class V could not
read a Class Il level text. The
report of 2023 reveals that 25%
of youth in the age group of
14-18 years could not read a
Class Il level text fluently in
their regional language.

v

The 2011 Census data reveals
that approximately 26% of
India is bilingual and 7% is
trilingual. The corresponding
figures for urban areas are 44%
and 15%, as against 22% and
5% for rural areas.

Centre vs Tamil Nadu over the three-language policy

der-amaT sfifer X &g R affrereg & i Rag

The Centre and Tamil Nadu government are in a dispute over the
three-language formulain schools under the New Education Policy
(NEP) 2020.

F5 3R affers TR 7€ Ram Ay (VNEP) 2020 & aga Fqeil # dier-smaT

T I aF faarg 7 3
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The Union government insists on compliance with the three-language policy to
release funds under the Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan.

FE TIFR FT FeAT § B AT 87 3R F Ted 4= I a3 & o der-smer Ay
T qTeleT fary B

The Tamil Nadu government views this as an attempt to impose Hindi and insists
on continuing with its two-language policy (Tamil and English).

affereTs TR 33 R Aiuet i Fifrer A § 317 3= ar-smar Ay (affrer silv srash)
T A WA WA S W

What are the constitutional provisions?

The Constitution designates Hindi as the official language of the Union.
afeme R F1 7 A 3nAFNE 9191 F T & AFar ar g

English was originally meant to be used as an official language only until 1965, but
the Official Languages Act, 1963, allowed its continued use indefinitely.

3N T H{T T/ 1965 o ISR 9T & TG 3 SEAAT HAT ST AT, olfeheT
TR T AT, 1963 & dgd 5@ rfAfaderer d& S @1 I1m|

State legislatures can adopt any language for official purposes, including Hindi or
regional languages.

Ty faenerwane fRdY sit smaT &t sl it & forw sraer gl §, oraeT fdrar
& strwTe enfAer 2

The Union government has a duty to promote Hindi, aiming to make it a common
medium of expression across India.

T PR A FFAeH § 7 ag B 1 ge@r &, a1t I8 aRa & v A= AfFcafFa a1
ATCIH a9 T |

What is the three-language policy?

ier-ammar AT FaT 72

The three-language formula was first introduced in the NEP of 1968.
of1eT-31T9T BT Tgelt IR 1968 F Rraww sAifer  Jer fram o v

The Official Language Resolution, 1968, mandated Hindi as a compulsory subject
in non-Hindi-speaking states, leading to protests in Tamil Nadu.

TR 79T 9dTa, 1968 & ded el #1 - s et & arforard fawr waman arm,
forerr affrerrg # Ry yedh go|

Tamil Nadu has since followed a two-language policy, teaching only Tamil and
English in government schools.

wAfferaTs o & SY-4maT Ay v 18T 8, Forwe draer affrer 3 3dSh wers St 31
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e The NEP 2020 retains the three-language formula but states that no language will
be imposed.

1§ Rrem Aify 2020 deT-31m8T A Fr ToITC T@EA §, AT Tg TaSE FAT & o6 TRt oft s
F 9197 ALY ST

e States, regions, and students can choose their three languages, as long as at least
two are native to India.

IS, &1 3R T i STI3it T I FT Thd §, T dh [ FH A FH &1 HARAT AT
gl

Challenges of implementing a third language

ey e Sy e Sy et

e The Annual Status of Education Research (ASER) 2022 report revealed:
o 60% of Class V students could not read a Class ll-level text.
F8TT V & 60% BT HETT || TAX FT Y16 g1 9¢ Thd |

o 25% of youth (14-18 years) could not fluently read a Class ll-level text in
their regional language.

14-18 T & 259 AT 3791t 81T #1797 ¥ F&T || FA T IS FATE 9 J 761 9
" 9|

o More than 40% of youth in this age group could not read English
sentences.

3 3T T F 40% & AT Far 3 a7 781 98 TFA
e Foundational numeracy skills, such as subtraction and division, were also weak.
Hers MO leret, S wera 3 T, 3t FAIR are v

e The education expenditure remains below the NEP 2020 target:
o Total revenue expenditure on elementary education (2019-20): ¥3.03 lakh
crore.

wra T AT W Fo 577 (2019-20): T3.03 AT F3|

o Centre’s share: 15%; States’ share: 85%.
g THR HT FEAT: 15%; TST ISR HT FEET: 85%|

o Total expenditure on education (elementary to higher education) remains at
4-4.5% of GDP, below the 6% target.

&1 R For 77 (IrafAF & 3T Raw ) SN F714-4.5% ¢, I 6% F T@IT R/
w2

The way forward
T3 T TFAT
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o Englishis not a native language, but proficiency in it has helped India become
globally competitive.

37N T T AT AGT 8, Afehed SHIA GaTaT &f 7R Fl ARTSF FaX ) wfaeaeff aemar g1
e Indiais a multilingual country, and learning more Indian languages is beneficial.
AR T agaTdt 827 &, 3R 37fl s1Relier smaTe it emerdt ¥
e Government schools should focus on improving:
o Mother tongue/local language education.
AT/ TLTHI $T9T S e
o English proficiency.
3130 # gara|
o Foundational numeracy skills.
Hersrd aTforcd terer|

e In private schools, where a third language is taught until Class VIII, students still
achieve limited proficiency.

oroll Tl #, STET F&T VI T et 19T 9gré SArelt §, STl $if gatar AHfAa et ¥

e 2011 Census data on bilingualism and trilingualism:
o 26% of Indians are bilingual; 7% are trilingual.

HRA H 26% T gfasmdh §; 7% afer Promt &
o Inurban areas: 44% bilingual; 15% trilingual.
el YAt 7 44% gfasmd; 15% Fremdt
o Inrural areas: 22% bilingual; 5% trilingual.
arHoT &YAt 7 2296 gfysm; 596 Famdt
e With rapid urbanization and migration, more people will learn additional
languages as needed.

asit & ergdiaor AR varee F |y, HAF AT 9 IraRAFAHT F ITAR Arfaied
T |

e Constructive dialogue is needed between the Centre and Tamil Nadu to ensure
timely funding.
¥ AR affraaTg R & €T WS warg 3aedw ¢ arfs Aty F 2 a8y

e States should have more autonomy in education policy decisions, considering their
regional diversity and financial contributions.

e NS F Al 7 T2 1 3OF Taraar & aE Tfge, it 3 3 e [fear
3R Reher ahrerer & aregaR ooty & w&a €1
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‘Accepting Taliban envoy in Delhi
will undermine India’s credibility’

Alfghan exiles at Herat Security Dialogue urge India to maintain its stated foreign policy regarding terrorists; appeals come

after reports surface that India is on the verge of allowing Taliban appointee to head Afghanistan Embassy in New Delhi

IGS Paper II:
S{india-Afghanistan

MADRID

midst a growing
A number of reports
that India will ac-

cept a Taliban-appointed
diplomat to head the Af-
ghanistan Embassy in Del-
hi, speakers at a confe-
rence of prominent Afghan
exiles urged New Delhi to
not “normalise” its engage-
ment with the regime in
Kabul. The reports carried
by Afghan media, citing Ta-
liban Foreign Ministry offi-
cials and international
news agency Bloomberg,
followed weeks after In-
dia’s Foreign Secretary Vik-
ram Misri met with the Ta-
liban’s ‘Acting’ Foreign
Minister Amir Khan Mutta-
qi in Dubai on January 8.
This is the highest-level en-
gagement the Indian go-
vernment has conducted
with the Taliban since the
latter took power in Kabul
in August 2021.

In November 2024, New
Delhi accepted a Taliban-

n

Afghans-in-exile leaders and diplomats gather for a conference in

Madrid to discuss Afghanistan’s future. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

approved nominee, Ikra-
muddin Kamil, as ‘Acting
Consul-General’ in Mum-
bai. If India were to allow a
Taliban-appointed nomi-
nee to head the Afghanis-
tan Embassy in Delhi, it
would join other coun-
tries, including China, Pa-
kistan, Russia, Iran, the
UAE, Qatar and Central
Asian states, while at least
16 countries have rejected
the Taliban’s nominees,
and still host Ambassadors
of the Afghan Republic.
Speaking to The Hindu

in Delhi.

at the Herat Security Dia-
logue in Madrid organised
by the Afghanistan Insti-
tute of Strategic Studies,
which is now based in Lon-
don, former senior officials
and diplomats cautioned
against any such move.
“This shift [will] mark a
stark departure from In-
dia’s historical stance and
undermine its credibility
as a nation that has long
condemned terrorism in
all forms. The Afghan peo-
ple expect India to uphold
its own stated foreign poli-

cy of making no distinction
between ‘good’ and ‘bad’
terrorists, demonstrating a
principled and consistent
approach rather than one
driven by short-term geo-
political calculations,”
former Afghan Ambassa-
dor Ashraf Haidari said.

Mr. Haidari is the foun-
der and president of Dis-
placed International, an
agency advocating for the
rights of those displaced by
conflict.

Mr. Haidari, who was al-
s0 Afghanistan’s Deputy
Chief of Mission in New
Delhi and then Ambassa-
dor to Sri Lanka in the pre-
Taliban era, has been criti-
cal of India’s decision to
engage with the Taliban
while refusing visas to Af-
ghans, including thou-
sands of students who
gained admission to un-
iversities in India.

Asked about the possi-
ble move, India’s former
Ambassador to Afghanis-
tan Jayant Prasad, who too
attended the conference,

said India had “done well”
to engage the Taliban, as it
was the “de facto authori-
ty” and connection to the
Afghan people. However,
he stressed that the go-
vernment “should not pro-
vide legitimacy to the Is-
lamic Emirate at a time it
has refused political dia-
logue to create an inclusive
government, and is en-
gaged in the persistent and
systematic oppression of

women and minorities”.
According to reports
carried by Amu TV, Indian
officials are “close to fina-
lising an agreement” for
two Taliban-approved offi-
cials to manage the affairs
at the Afghanistan Embas-
sy in Delhi, which has been

in limbo for over a year.
Thus far, the External
Affairs Ministry has main-
tained that any such re-
ports were “hypothetical”.
(The correspondent co-
vered the Herat Security
Dialogue at the invitation of
the Afghanistan Institute of
Strategic Studies.)

Accepting Taliban
envoy in Delhi will
undermine India’s
credibility’
feeelt 7 anferarer g #r
FAIHR FIAT AR I
AT FY HAST HIIMT

Concerns over India's
engagement with Taliban

arferdre & 919 Rd &Y
HATAdT Y AT =—ar

. Reports suggest India is
considering accepting a
Taliban-appointed diplomat to
head the Afghanistan Embassy

Ralet & IaR, $Ra Irpenfadre g, e # v arfdeare-fagFa teafs #r
FHHR F T AR F w8

o Afghan exiles and experts at the Herat Security Dialogue have urged India not to

"normalize" ties with the Taliban regime in Kabul.

BT YI&T TG 7 AT fraifirar AR fadwal & e 3 sreqver e & a8 Fger
AT A & FTY HHT HT " HH " o FAC

e The reports emerged after India’s Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri met Taliban’s
'Acting' Foreign Minister Amir Khan Muttagi in Dubai on January 8, 2024.

¥ R aa 31E 519 s F Feer afa s B & 8 Sreradt 2024 1 gasg & arfeera &

"Hrdargs" fager #A AT @It AT & FTHId A

India's past engagements with the Taliban

dIfeeTst & | R $ 94 Feldaaare

Address :

e In November 2024, India accepted Taliban-approved nominee Ikramuddin Kamil as
‘Acting Consul-General’ in Mumbai.

TdaY 2024 &, HRT & AfAETT-FFd IFAIGAR FHIHGEI FIAT I {a§ 7 ‘Frdaes
FIae-STeter & T & FHR

Email Id :
Contact Number : 9971932488

Website :

patrioticias.in

3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
info@patrioticias.in

Page4o


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

www.patrioticias.in

o If India accepts a Taliban-appointed envoy in Delhi, it would join China, Pakistan,
Russia, Iran, UAE, Qatar, and Central Asian states, which have already accepted
Taliban diplomats.

I s arferar-fagea g 1 Reeh 7 Tler wxar ¢, ot 9g e, siferear, &, e,
Iug, Fe 3R e vRIATE gt & wrr anfAe 8 seen, Piegia gger & Ao TR
Y FTNFR FT o B

e At least 16 countries have rejected the Taliban’s nominees and continue to
recognize ambassadors from the previous Afghan Republic.

FH A FH 16 A F Afoar F aifda o=t F Fdier F A ¢ i s st qd
AT IVRTSE & TSTGel 1 AT &t 81

Concerns raised at the Herat Security Dialogue

eXTdl J&T Hare H 3o1§ 1§ Rare

o Afghan diplomats and former officials warned that engaging with the Taliban
would damage India’s credibility.

3BT Tt 3R qF Arftriat & Jamaeh & fr arfoer & sy de vy s s/a
waﬁﬂmmqgamml

e Former Afghan Ambassador Ashraf Haidari stated that this move would mark a
significant shift in India’s foreign policy and weaken its stance against terrorism.

g 3T ToTge 31RE a3l o gl 1o U5 e H AR $Y fager Aife # v a1 Iqema
91 3R 3TdFare & BaTE 3HAT AT F FAST 3|

e He emphasized that India must maintain its long-standing policy of making no
distinction between ‘good’ and ‘bad’ terrorists.

3egiat SR e 3 T Y 3rredt qurett afifey samme wwredt wnfee, foreed a7 'ared sl v
HaFaried) & €T F1E AT TE1 F4T

e Haidari criticized India for engaging with the Taliban while refusing visas to
Afghan students and refugees.

2l A AR Y T A B 3 arfae @ aradd Y, AT rwere orEl X
ROTTHAT &Y diS & / SR AT |

Views from Indian experts

HRAT faQreat & I

o India’s former Ambassador to Afghanistan, Jayant Prasad, supported engagement
with the Taliban, calling them the “de facto authority” in Afghanistan.

HR & ABIAMTATATA H Y& ST AT THIG A AT & W SrcTeiier 7 FHGT R,
3R 3% " arEafa® war S|
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However, he warned against providing legitimacy to the Taliban, especially when it
refuses political dialogue and oppresses women and minorities.

ETI{d, 3o dIfoidTel &) AT & & fRTH AdTgelY &), W 51e I8 Aotelifas arar &
SAFR FaT & 3 Afemsit 7 sreqaegs! W EHT FLar B

Reports on India's next steps

R & AT FeAT W RAIE

According to reports by Amu TV, Indian officials are close to finalizing an
agreement for two Taliban-approved diplomats to manage the Afghanistan
Embassy in Delhi.

3o et Ay RAIE F IR, R FfAFr srpamfaeare qarary, el 7 & arfdare-
TFa Toais! F fAged w1 & T v aasila a1 3ifaw w0 3 & Fha 8
The Afghanistan Embassy in Delhi has been in limbo for over a year.

el F armmfaear garara Roa v ¥ & sfaRaa Rufa # 21

India’s External Affairs Ministry has dismissed these reports as "hypothetical”, but
has not officially denied them.

R F A2 #A1er o 37 Rlet ) "Freafas aamrm §, AfheT 3¢ nRwHRE T
i 781 fFar &
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Bill on simultaneous polls will fail legal
challenge, former CJI tells House panel

Justice UU. Lalit (retd.) backs underlying principle, but says curtailing the tenure of the Assemblies to synchronise polls runs counter to the Basic
Structure of Constitution; former Law Commission Chairperson says simultaneous polls help cost optimisation; panel to meet again on March 10

|GS Paper Ii: Election |

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

n its current form, the
l Bill on simultaneous
elections will not sus-
tain a legal challenge in the
Supreme Court, former
Chief Justice of India U.U.
Lalit said in a submission
before the Parliamentary
Joint Commiittee reviewing
the legislation on Tuesday.
Sources said Justice Lalit
said that the provision to
curtail the tenure of the As-
semblies to synchronise
the polls runs counter to
the Basic Structure of Con-
stitution, which is protect-
ed by the Kesavananda
Bharati judgment.

The committee, headed
by BJP MP P.P. Chaudhary,
is reviewing the Constitu-
tion (One Hundred and
Twenty-Ninth Amend-
ment) Bill, 2024, which
was introduced in the Lok
Sabha on December 17,
2024.

The Bill seeks to em-
power the Election Com-
mission to conduct simul-
taneous elections to the
Lok Sabha and the
Assemblies.

To synchronise the elec-

tions, the Bill includes a
provision enabling the Pre-
sident to set an “appointed
date”, through a notifica-
tion issued on the first sit-
ting of the Lok Sabha post
a general election. This
“appointed date” will mark
the beginning of the new
electoral cycle.

The Assemblies formed
after that date and before
the completion of the Lok
Sabha’s term will conclude
their own term before the
subsequent Lok Sabha
election. After this, elec-
tions to the Lok Sabha and
the Assemblies will be held
simultaneously.

‘Staggered approach’
Sources said Justice Lalit
supported the underlying
principle of the legislation,
but said that curtailing the
tenure of the Assemblies
on the “appointed date”
will not pass legal scrutiny
in the Supreme Court. He
made a distinction bet-
ween the “non-substan-
tial” or “peripheral” te-
nure of an Assembly versus
the “substantial term”.
The former Chief Justice

said that if 30% to 40% of

the tenure of an Assembly

e

Deep dive: A Parliamentary Joint Committee headed by BJP MP
P.P. Chaudhary is reviewing the legislation. pTi

is yet to be concluded, it
fell under the category of a
“substantial” term, and
curtailing it would be con-
sidered a violation of the
Basic Structure of the Con-
stitution. Instead, sources
said, Justice Lalit suggested
a staggered approach, with
the Assemblies being dis-
banded in batches.

At this point, an Opposi-
tion member of the panel
pointed out that the electo-
ral cycle had evolved or-
ganically, without any con-
stitutional fiat, from the
initial elections during co-

lonial rule under the 1935
Government of India Act
till the Lok Sabha and As-
sembly electoral cycle di-
verged after the 1967 elec-
tion. Justice Lalit, sources
said, conceded that the
proposed legislative inter-
vention could stunt such
an organic evolution.

The curtailment of the
tenure of the Assemblies
has been a major concern
for several parties, includ-
ing the Janata Dal(U),
which is a partner in the
ruling BJP-led National De-
mocratic Alliance, and also

leads the NDA government
in Bihar. Rajya Sabha mem-
ber and JD(U) national gen-
eral secretary Sanjay K.
Jha, who is a former mem-
ber of the panel, had raised
this question.

Congress MP Manish Te-
wari, while opposing the
introduction of the Bill in
the Lok Sabha, had argued
that the State legislatures
stand on an equal constitu-
tional footing with Parlia-
ment and therefore cannot
be made subservient, as
this legislation aims to do.

The panel’s discussion
with Justice Lalit went on
for nearly three hours,
with several interventions
and questions from the Op-
position members, sources
said.

Cutting costs

Former Law Commission
Chairperson Ritu Raj Awas-
thi also appeared before
the panel.

Arguing in support of
the legislation, Justice
Awasthi called it a “trans-
formative idea” which will
address challenges such as
“policy paralysis, gover-
nance inefficiencies, exces-
sive election-related ex-

penditure, and the
prolonged deployment of
security and administra-
tive personnel”.

Justice Awasthi argued,
sources said, that simulta-
neous elections would al-
low for cost optimisation.
The parliamentary polls
are funded by the Union
government, while the As-
sembly elections are fund-
ed by the States.

The average expendi-
ture per Assembly consti-
tuency for the 2019 Lok
Sabha election and subse-
quent Assembly elections
revealed that both in-
curred nearly the same
costs. In certain cases, Jus-
tice Awasthi said, citing the
examples of Delhi and Ha-
ryana, the Assembly elec-
tion expenditure even ex-
ceeded that of the Lok
Sabha election.

The meeting began with
more than an hour of
wrangling over proce-
dures. Opposition mem-
bers demanded that a con-
solidated list of the
witnesses to be called to
appear before the panel
must be shared. The next
meeting of the panel is
scheduled for March 10.

Bill on simultaneous polls will fail legal challenge, former CJlI
tells House panel

qd CJI & HHET YTl | FgT: UF WY AT 01 arell [T
FIefalt Galelt H fawer grem

Concerns over the legality of the Bill

e &t FIefeA derar w da R

e Former Chief Justice of India (CJI) U.U. Lalit told the Parliamentary Joint
Committee that the Bill on simultaneous elections will not withstand a legal
challenge in the Supreme Court.
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AR & & 77 =qrreier (CJ1) T g, afea & Fudr 67 afafa &t qamn i o |y
AT F ATl FAETF FHT FIE F FTofelt Totlell HT VAT 81 HT TR
Justice Lalit stated that curtailing the tenure of State Assemblies to synchronize

elections violates the Basic Structure of the Constitution, which is protected under
the Kesavananda Bharati judgment.

—arHfd afaa A w1 i gamat F vF 7 A F A U7 Rurmwensit F1 FAw FH
FAT HRAUT Y F{eT FIGAT FT Soooe 8, ST $HeAaria AR Faa & dga @8 2

Key provisions of the Bill
9T & v yau

The Constitution (One Hundred and Twenty-Ninth Amendment) Bill, 2024 was
introduced in the Lok Sabha on December 17, 2024.

wfaener (12931 enere) [, 2024 Y 17 REaX 2024 FF AfFwsT & der fHar ar=m|

The Bill empowers the Election Commission to conduct simultaneous elections
for the Lok Sabha and State Assemblies.

Ie a9 gATa AT H AHaet IR TT Ruragsnst & fav vw @y gorg & 1
HAFR EaT B

To achieve this, the President will set an "appointed date" through a notification
issued at the first sitting of the new Lok Sabha.

3W 3¢ae7 & faw, wegufa fauifta fafdr a w3, o srftrgeaer aewsn & gga a9
H SRy Y STUeiy|

Assemblies formed after this date will end their term before the next Lok Sabha
elections, ensuring future simultaneous polls.

39 faf¥ & a1g aifda Rrurerwsnait w1 FriwTer srarer AFHAT Foral { Tga FHTCT gY SIea,
@ sifasa # gira Ueh |1 g1 Heh |

Justice Lalit’s concerns

TS dferd @ fRrame

Justice Lalit supported the principle of simultaneous elections, but opposed
curtailing the tenure of Assemblies on a set date, calling it legally untenable.

~rHfd afd F Tk WY IoA1d FA F R 1 qade &, AT fuerasnat &
FRAFT H T TG I FATST FI1 HT a0 4T, 58 Fepedt T & Ireqagia aamn|

He differentiated between "non-substantial” and "substantial” tenure of an
Assembly:
o If 30-40% of an Assembly's tenure remains, it is a "substantial" term, and
curtailing it violates the Basic Structure.
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3R 3 HATCT AT WIAUTT Y T T FT IodwsT g
He suggested a staggered approach, where Assemblies are dissolved in phases
rather than all at once.

37gia TRUTACY gISCHIVT (staggered approach) T geira fam, et fremeraemait v
AT ATCA FIA & T TION H 371 v ST |

Opposition and political concerns

et 3tk Teefas Rae

Opposition members argued that India’s electoral cycle evolved organically since
colonial rule and should not be artificially altered.

frvadt wewt o o R s o i e wftwan sitofaafiie o @ RsRa g v ok
30 FF T { T F¢l ST el

The Janata Dal (United) (JD-U), part of the ruling NDA alliance, has also raised
concerns over the reduction of Assembly tenures.

ARG TASIT TS Y HEAN STeTell &l (FA15¢3) (ID-U) o off Farerrerarsmait & Fraprer
! geT W Rrar saaq #r ¥

Congress MP Manish Tewari argued that State Legislatures have equal
constitutional status as Parliament and cannot be made subordinate.

F e AT faar) o a&F I &y v Rursrasmait i gduafas ufa g9 & e
3 35¢ arefter 7t T ST ")

Arguments in favor of the Bill

Ras FaRIT A TF

Former Law Commission Chairperson Ritu Raj Awasthi supported the Bill, calling it
a "transformative idea" to tackle election-related challenges.

g fafer amaler srewret Fqrer sraeedlt A 50 fadas &1 wwder B, ik s aRadasry
faar Sdr, S gera detl gt S FHATT S|

Benefits of simultaneous elections, as per Justice Awasthi:
o Reduces policy paralysis caused by frequent elections.

TR-IR F1a g § Afa-faator & seveer aafeder (policy paralysis) #t & Far
g
o Enhances governance efficiency.

QTHT FT Feraefierar & Ferar &
o Cuts down election costs and security deployment.

AT AT HIT FI&T Tl AT AATel Y F FIAT 8|
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o Data shows that both Lok Sabha and Assembly elections incur nearly the same
expenditure.

ST & HTAR, e AR farererws gamat 7 serenT A @ gar g
e In states like Delhi and Haryana, Assembly election costs were even higher than
Lok Sabha elections.

fereelt ikt sfamom Sk Tst 7, Rrenerws gema A T AT garal & off arfde o

Meeting details and next steps

do% FT1 fagTor 3R Y FeA

e The discussion with Justice Lalit lasted for nearly three hours, with multiple
interventions from Opposition members.

st aferd & v == Fewster e g aw e, o fAuaf wewat fr AR A FS
FETaIT gU

e Opposition members demanded a list of all witnesses who would appear before the
committee.

Rrvaft wewal 3 WfARY & @oet der @1t arer Wt araret Ay et B i Y|
e The next meeting of the panel is scheduled for March 10, 2025.
TR Y 3Tl A% 10 AR 2025 A AuiRT &
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Reciprocal tariffs a negation
of all accepted principles
of international trade: Cong.

GS Paper ll:
Geopolitics

NEW DELHI

Asserting that reciprocal
tariffs are a complete nega-
tion of all accepted princi-
ples of international trade,
Congress leader Jairam Ra-
mesh said on Tuesday that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi should “summon the
courage” to remind U.S.
President Donald Trump
that the ‘T’ in World Trade
Organisation “stands for
Trade not Trump”.

The assertion comes af-
ter Mr. Trump spelt out his
plan to increase tariffs to
match the tax rates that
other countries charge on
imports from the U.S. and
had mentioned that coun-
tries such as India and Chi-
na would face reciprocal
tariffs.

His colleague Pawan
Khera had posed five ques-

Jairam Ramesh

tions to the Narendra Modi
government on reciprocal
tariffs by the U.S.

On the government’s
plan to protect the inter-
ests of domestic farmers,
who make up 45.76% of the
workforce and steps to en-
sure to prevent India from
becoming a dumping
ground for cheap U.S. agri-
cultural imports, Mr. Khera
asked: “Will the govern-
ment now consider chang-

es in domestic policy, par-
ticularly the legalisation of
MSP, to provide basic in-
come support to farmers?”

He asked about the go-
vernment safeguarding the
MSME sector, whose pro-
duction will be severely im-
pacted by costly exports
and increased competition
from foreign products.
“What will be the impact of
reciprocal tariffs on India’s
GDP,” he asked.

In another post on X,
Mr. Khera questioned the
Modi government’s diplo-
matic strategy in the wake
of Mr. Trump reportedly
allocating $397 million for
Pakistan’s F-16 fleet main-
tenance.

Such actions potentially
compromise India’s securi-
ty interests, especially gi-
ven the historical use of
F-16s by Pakistan against
India, he added.

Reciprocal tariffs a negation of all accepted principles of
international trade: Congress

IREIRE SRE FARET AR F Toft Fligra fAgeral & wIor:

FEH

Congress criticizes U.S. reciprocal tariffs

FE A AN F IREIRF TNE A 3rar=ar i

e Congress leader Jairam Ramesh criticized reciprocal tariffs, calling them a
complete negation of all accepted principles of international trade.
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Telepd Reurdl FIEHIT Id1T|

e He urged Prime Minister Narendra Modi to remind U.S. President Donald Trump
that the ‘T’ in WTO stands for "Trade, not Trump".

Iegiel YT sl A & 3marg AT & 3 ARy Tegufa Siares €u #i I1g e
g SR WIS (WTO) & ‘T’ 1 31 "7 ¢, s B

Trump’s plan for reciprocal tariffs

7 I IREIRSF ERE it

e Donald Trump announced plans to increase tariffs on imports from countries like
India and China to match their tax rates on U.S. imports.

BeTes TF o R 3 Aot ST 2T & 3m91a W ERE Fg1= i Fiorar i givor A, aifF
IAHT FANEY ITATT I A7+ Frelt FT &0 & ar= g

e This has raised concerns in India about the impact on domestic industries and
trade relations.

FHY HRA # g 352N 3R AR Faut o1 THIT FY A9 R g5 78§

Congress raises five key questions
FIIF F 9T WG FaT 351T

e Congress leader Pawan Khera posed five questions to the Modi government
regarding U.S. reciprocal tariffs.

FIAF AT I W31 A A THR A IFARFT F TREIRE SRE F A= 91 ward 3|

e Impact on farmers:
o How will the government protect Indian farmers, who make up 45.76% of
the workforce, from cheap U.S. agricultural imports?

TIFN 45.76% FAGe aTel TR framal Ft g AR Ff smaa @ 53
TETeef?

o Will the government consider changes in domestic policy, such as
legalizing MSP, to provide income support to farmers?

FIT FIHR FRHTAT Y AT TEIAT &t & TT LT HAT Hed (MSP) FY Flefeit
9 & W =R w3

e Impact on MSMEs:
o How will the government protect MSMEs, whose production will be affected
by costly exports and increased foreign competition?

#Ed faata 3R soch faeeh wfawwet & yonfaa @ arer waar, oy 3k weaw
3GIAT (MSME) # SIFR H& 6T H01?
o Effect on India’s GDP:

Page48
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o What will be the overall impact of reciprocal tariffs on India's GDP?

IREIRF SN FT AR 1 SHED ) F41 yoq1@ I391?

Concerns over U.S. military aid to Pakistan

AT HY TIfREarT 1 A= Fgr—rar @ [Rar

¢ In another statement, Khera questioned the Modi government’s diplomatic
strategy, citing Trump’s reported approval of $397 million for Pakistan’s F-16 fleet

maintenance.

TF e 9T A, 997 W37 o A WHR Y Fealfad W w1 Farer 3o/ T, f5a7H e
CaRT UifdhEare & F-16 93 F @@ & fav #&q ak w $397 Aferae A fve s &1
Sod® T T

e He argued that such actions could compromise India’s security interests,
especially given Pakistan’s past use of F-16s against India.

351 HgT I 3H aXE F FEA HRA H GUT F v @au g F aFa §, R s a
QI G@RT F-16 &1 #R & f&aTs 73 # fhT 10 3931 A ¢@d g
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CBSE proposes dratt policy
for conducting two Board
examinations from 2025-26

GS Paper ll:
Education
NEW DELHI

The Central Board of Se-
condary Education (CBSE)
has proposed that from the
academic year 2025-26,
students of Class 10 can ap-
pear for Board examina-
tion twice, in a bid to im-
prove their performance.

A draft policy has been
put in public domain by
the CBSE and the Board
will accept responses from
all stakeholders — schools,
teachers, parents, students
and the public - till March
9.

Scrutiny planned
“The responses will be
scrutinised and policy will
be finalised subsequently,”
said Sanyam Bhardwaj,
Controller of Examina-
tions, CBSE.

The National Education

The scheme proposes
that Class 10 and 12
exams will begin on
the first Tuesday
after February 15.
The second exam
will be in July

Policy, 2020 recommends
that students be given an
opportunity to improve

their performance in
Board exams.

Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan

chaired a meeting which
discussed the issue.

The scheme proposes
that Class 10 and 12 exams
will begin on the first Tues-
day after February 15,
2026. The improvement
exam or the second exam
will be scheduled in July
2026. Up to 26.6 lakh stu-
dents in Class 10 and 20

lakh in Class 12 are expect-
ed to appear in the exams.

Students’ choice
Students can either chose
to appear for the Board ex-
ams the second time to im-
prove their scores, or they
can opt out from appear-
ing for the second time.

“Performance in the
first exam will be made
available on DigiLocker,
which can be used for ad-
mission to Class 11, in case
the student does not wish
to appear for the second
examination,” Mr. Bhard-
waj said.

Marksheet and pass cer-
tificate will have marks se-
cured in first exam, and
the second exam, as well as
marks secured in practice
and internal assessments
and grades. The better of
the two marks will be men-
tioned.

CBSE
proposes
draft policy
for
conducting
two Board
examinations
from 2025-26

CBSE & 2025-
26 @AY IS
gdiame
IMANAT FIA
& fow #dter
Aifa gEarfaa
$r

CBSE'’s proposal
for two Board
exams

CBSE 1Y dS

qHETTHT T IFdT

. The Central
Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE)
has proposed that

from the academic year 2025-26, Class 10 students can appear for Board exams

twice to improve their performance.

HErT ATeAfAS R8T A1$ (CBSE) o yara fear § o daifors a¥ 2025-26 &, Fam 10 F
BT Il Teler 3 GUR A & forw & a0 a1 odiewm & g

e A draft policy has been made public, and CBSE will accept responses from
stakeholders — schools, teachers, parents, students, and the public — till March

9.
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3R sterar @ yfafrare FfeR FEm

Scrutiny and finalization of policy

shifer &Y st 3R 3ifasr ¥

Responses will be scrutinized, and the policy will be finalized accordingly, said
Sanyam Bhardwaj, CBSE Controller of Examinations.

CBSE wiaT faas a1 # Rearst o &gt & ufafransit it sa & smeeh st 3@
IeTaR A it srfasr v o= smeem)

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 recommends giving students the
opportunity to improve their performance in Board exams.

Ty fRraT Afa (NEP) 2020 I8 RAwTiRer w3t § & oml i 918 qdamsit § 3ras yeehs i
FUR FT 8T form S|

Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan chaired a meeting to discuss this issue.

fRret # fy eTer F 59 S W Tt F v v doF i sregatar A

Exam schedule and student participation

qdeT FIEA 3T o dEfile Y

The scheme proposes that Class 10 and 12 exams will begin on the first Tuesday
after February 15, 2026.

AISTAT F AR, F&T 10 3 12 FY 7T 15 BadY 2026 F 916 & Tga HITdR § Y&
gief|

The improvement exam (second exam) will be held in July 2026.

GUR g (GEd wdiet) Fer$ 2026 # AT i sreaf

Around 26.6 lakh Class 10 students and 20 lakh Class 12 students are expected to
appear for the exams.

HETT 10 F TITHT 26.6 ATF 3T H&IT 12 & 20 oG B 37 TNET3T 7 A5 ¥ A1 B

Students’ choice for second exam

oAt & forT qudt adan &1 e

Students can choose to appear for the second Board exam to improve their
scores, or they can opt out.

B IR 3HF FURA & fAv quit S Wan A s awa T wasq s s wwa &
Performance in the first exam will be available on DigiLocker, which can be used
for Class 11 admissions if the student does not wish to appear for the second
exam.
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Marksheet and evaluation

e The marksheet and pass certificate will include marks from the first and second
exams, along with marks from practical and internal assessments.

3R 3 Feiiot yamoTas F ggel 3N qEd wden F 3F, @y § wrAfAF 3k anaik=
HedTHeT & 3 anfare g
The better of the two marks will be mentioned in the final result.

Y gfiamait F & dga] 3 &) ifaw gRomT # gt R sreem)

(GS Paper I1l: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, 1IS)

1. Wild and safe

siareht 3 iR

Habitat fragmentation has led to a rise in human-wildlife
conflict

3T @ & Ag-a=g g guy F 9¢1 fgar §

2.Al has an environmental problem

T3S T T TATEONT THAEAT &

Al’s rapid growth and economic potential

T3S T Ao IO 3R I waraenw

India’s last imported warship likely to be commissioned in
June

T T A AT ST ST # FH1erT g Y FoTara
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Wild and safe

Habitat fragmentation has led to rise
in human-wildlife conflict

ecent human fatalities due to wild ani-
Rmal attacks, deep inside forests, in for-
est-fringed human habitations, and even
within villages, have highlighted growing human-
wildlife conflict in Kerala, where nearly 29% of
the land is forested. With a dry spell and an un-
usually hot summer expected, urgent measures
are needed to prevent further escalation of this
conflict, which now has political, social, and en-
vironmental dimensions. The Kerala government
is facing criticism for its perceived inability to
manage wildlife. Groups such as the Kerala Inde-
pendent Farmers’ Association (KIFA) and sec-
tions of the church advocate for culling wildlife,
citing an alleged population boom. However, For-
est Department data suggest otherwise. The wild
elephant population, linked to 18% of human fa-
talities, has declined by 7%. Snakebites, responsi-
ble for 75% of wildlife-related deaths, have fallen
from 113 in 2012 to 34 in 2023. Overall, human
deaths from wildlife encounters have decreased
from 146 in 2018 to 57 last year. Yet, this is no
cause for complacency. A concerning trend is
that many victims are from tribal communities,
traditionally adept at coexisting with wildlife.
The government should investigate this as part of
its newly announced mission to document and
assess the traditional knowledge of Kerala’s 36 tri-
bal communities in tackling wildlife encounters.
There are also several anthropogenic factors.
Habitat fragmentation, particularly in elephant
corridors such as Aralam Farm (Kannur) and
Chinnakkanal (Idukki), has forced animals into
human settlements. Unregulated tourism, cattle
grazing near forests, encroachments, and food
waste dumping on forest fringes further exacer-
bate the issue. Invasive plants (Senna spectabilis)
and monoculture industrial plantations have also
disrupted wildlife feeding patterns. In response,
the Kerala government, in 2022, empowered lo-
cal bodies to eliminate feral wild boars damaging
farmland. Last year, the Cabinet classified hu-
man-wildlife conflict as a State-specific disaster,
allowing the Disaster Management Authority to
intervene. The government’s decision to empha-
sise participatory forest and wildlife manage-
ment is a step in the right direction, given the ex-
treme views propagated by some sections. The
Forest Department has restored 5,031 hectares of
natural forest and built ponds and check dams.
However, restoring areas dominated by indus-
trial plantations such as eucalyptus and acacia is
a challenge. While solar fencing has shown some
success, the ¥I52-crore elephant-proof wall at Ara-
lam, one of 12 conflict landscapes, remains in-
complete. The State’s 10 missions to mitigate hu-
man-wildlife conflict must be prioritised. Given
the region-specific nature of the problem, a mul-
ti-agency approach involving the Disaster Man-
agement, Revenue, Local Self-Government, Tri-
bal Welfare, Agriculture, Health and Forest
Departments is crucial to balancing human safe-
ty and sustainable wildlife management.
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Wild and safe

Habitat fragmentation has led to arise in
human-wildlife conflict

A @ F AT-TIlg Y F) Far fear
g

Recent human fatalities due to wild animal attacks
in forests, forest-fringed human habitations, and
villages highlight the growing human-wildlife
conflict in Kerala, where 29% of the land is
forested.

gall, STel & eIk 98 AT afeaat 3T mal & Sereir
SITeaRt & gaell & FROT gTel 81 A g8 Al 7o & w5

HleAa-ggsiid Tay HT Geiclt &, STeT ${f& 1 29% $ar

qeT 81 R

e With an expected dry spell and unusually hot summer, urgent
measures are needed to prevent further escalation of the
conflict, which has political, social, and environmental
dimensions.

et grss At 3R I T § AT FgA Y FHTET Y owq
§T, 50 FuY &1 3R Teat A Vbl o FAT Aeaprer 3Tt Y JraeaHhals &,
FIfh ST Tetellfcren, ATATIOIS 3R TGO Tge] I3 g0 ¢

e The Kerala government faces criticism for its inability to
manage wildlife.

FIT TIHR F T 1 TG A AT g & HROT T30 HT

HTHAT HIAT IS BT ¢

e Groups such as the Kerala Independent Farmers’ Association
(KIFA) and church sections advocate for culling wildlife, citing an
alleged population boom.

¥ 33T I THIRTeE (KIFA) 3R o4 & F5 a4 aeshal it
HEAT 9G=1 T gaTel & FU $e7h WER i AT FI @ ¢
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Wildlife attack statistics and trends

9ogolg gHd! & s T T3

Forest Department data contradicts these claims:
o The wild elephant population has declined by 7%, yet elephants are linked to
18% of human fatalities.

e ST & 33T & ITAR, Siorelt g1fdat & wear 796 adY 8, Y of A 18% AT
g & fow eAer §

o Snakebites account for 75% of wildlife-related deaths, but cases have
dropped from 113 in 2012 to 34 in 2023.

HIT & FIEA F 75% Teqsg-gearad Atd g &, fersT ATl 2012 F 113 ¥ gea

2023 A 34 AT E|

o Human deaths from wildlife encounters have declined from 146 in 2018 to
57 in 2023.

FeaoT GO F g arel Atal Y HEar 2018 F 146 ¥ gEFT 2023 # 57 A AE B

Despite the decline, many victims belong to tribal communities, traditionally skilled
in coexisting with wildlife.

gt g a1 gAY ¢, At w8 T Serarcha woerat @ §, 5 a=gshal & /1Y 6e-
R A paa @ ¥
The government must investigate this trend as part of its newly announced mission

to document traditional knowledge of Kerala’s 36 tribal communities in handling
wildlife encounters.

TIHR HT 3/ GGRT Y ST FIA! AT, ST o FT Y 36 TASTAT FHGTAT F TRIR ATT
& SEATISNHIT & AT AR 1 Rear ¥

Anthropogenic factors worsening the conflict

AT TAT R N Y Y TGTIE &

Habitat fragmentation, particularly in elephant corridors such as Aralam Farm
(Kannur) and Chinnakkanal (Idukki), has forced animals into human settlements.

ey @, 9V & @ greft AfAARY S 3reH B (Foor) IR Resraamarer (53
H, o STl SATTaR! Y AT afeaal Y 3T erehet AT B

Other human activities worsening the problem include:
o Unregulated tourism and cattle grazing near forests.

fae foraerer & adest 3 Sierat & ar 9gf awd|
o Encroachments and food waste dumping near forest areas.
STl & 9 ArfaswaAvT 3 @1y 3rafArse &1 S|

o Invasive plants like Senna spectabilis and monoculture industrial
plantations (eucalyptus, acacia) disrupting wildlife feeding patterns.
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AT T F 39 aret Gl (S G Wafafew) 3R vera-wad st
FETRITOT (THFereed, THRIAT), ST a=ashal & siieleT T% FI aifod F @ &

Government response and solutions

TR 9 AR gaATEena

In 2022, the Kerala government empowered local bodies to eliminate feral wild
boars damaging farmland.

2022 #, FT THFR A T fAwrat Y siorelt FIRT Y oo F i AfFa &, S St F:

THATT qgin w®J
In 2023, the Cabinet classified human-wildlife conflict as a ‘State-specific disaster’,
enabling the Disaster Management Authority to intervene.

2023 #, HfAAe & AT-TeIST FOE F TeI-fARISE Jr9er F w0 F F9fga B, Sod
HTIET JaereT FITAFHIOT SHH gEAAT FT T |

The Kerala government is focusing on participatory forest and wildlife
management, rejecting extreme views on culling.

I TIFR TEHTN T UF Togoa JaereT UX €T FHiad FT @) §, 31N aegoal & 4eR &
3 AR ) sredeR FT@ B

Key conservation efforts so far:
o Restored 5,031 hectares of natural forest.

5,031 FFEAX WA+ aaf FgTel fovT 7w

o Built ponds and check dams to ensure water availability for wildlife.
geeital & fw Srer 3qaetrar glaftaa @ & forw areare 3k A= 37 q@me 70

o Solar fencing has shown some success in preventing animal intrusion.

R 4715 FT § FS 85 dh GhordT {3 |
o ¥52-crore elephant-proof wall at Aralam remains incomplete, despite being
one of 12 conflict-prone landscapes.

€52 FU3 Y ANTT A IR F To18 A1 @Y greft-eft e arerd wah B, Safes g 12
TEY-IET &9 H A U g

Future approach: Multi-agency coordination

sfasg Y T a'g'-usl’?ﬁmm

Kerala’s 10 missions to mitigate human-wildlife conflict must be prioritized.
I F 10 AAT-Iogoitg Ha¥ wA1aor freat st graffwar & s aifyel

Given the region-specific nature of the problem, a multi-agency approach is
essential, involving:
o Disaster Management Department

3MTYST TeereT faamer
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o Revenue Department
Toreq fasmar

o Local Self-Government
FUTAT Faemae fasmer

o Tribal Welfare Department

SATATANT FHeITOT FFHTT

o Agriculture, Health, and Forest Departments

Y, Ty, 3R ae s

e The goal is to balance human safety with sustainable wildlife management.
&Y AT YT 3R T TeqoNa Yot & AT HJoret a1 ¢ |
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Al has an environmental problem

[GS Paper 1lI: Al

I has become an
indispensable part of
our lives, transforming
how we work, live, and
do business. Broadly defined, Al
encompasses technologies that
simulate human thinking and
decision-making. While basic
forms of Al have existed since the
1950s, the field has advanced
rapidly in recent years, driven by
improvements in computing
power and the exponential surge
in data availability. With the global
Al market valued at $200 billion
and projected to contribute up to
$15.7 trillion to the global economy
by 2030, AT adoption and its
recognition as a driver of
economic value have reached
unprecedented levels. In the U.S.,
the announcement of the Stargate
Project, involving more than $500
billion in AI infrastructure
investments over four years, is
testament to this. In India,
Reliance Industries is planning to
build the world’s largest data
centre in Jamnagar, in partnership
with Nvidia. India has also
announced plans to build its own
LLM (large language model) to
compete with DeepSeek and
ChatGPT. However, as
governments race to tap Al's
economic potential, it is crucial to
acknowledge that its rapid rise
brings not only opportunities but
also risks, particularly
environmental costs.

Impact across stages

The environmental impact of Al
arises across several stages of its
value chain, including energy
consumption from infrastructure,
computing hardware production,
cloud data centre operations, Al
model training, inferencing,
validation, and related processes.
In terms of hardware, data
centres, the backbone of Al
operations, contribute 1% of global
greenhouse gas emissions,
according to the International
Energy Agency (IEA). This figure is
expected to rise significantly as
electricity demand from data
centres is projected to double by
2026. Generative Al models like

Urmi Tat

U.S.-India Al Fellow,
Observer Research
Foundation

To balance
innovation and
environmental
responsibility,
action is needed
across the Al
value chain

ChatGPT, which rely on
sophisticated machine learning
(ML) techniques, require 10-100
times more computing power than
earlier versions, further driving
demand for graphic processing
units and worsening the
environmental footprint.
Moreover, the rapid expansion of
data centres is also fuelling a
growing e-waste crisis.

Al’s software life cycle
emissions arise from processes
like data collection, model
development, training, validation,
maintenance and retirement, and
are equally concerning. Training
advanced AT models, such as
GPT-3, can emit up to 552 tonnes
of carbon dioxide equivalent —
comparable to the annual
emissions of dozens of cars. To
mitigate these environmental
risks, governments and the private
sector must proactively work
towards embedding sustainability
into Al ecosystem design.

Global conversations on this
issue have been gaining
momentum. At COP29, the
International Telecommunication
Union emphasised the urgent
need for greener Al practices.
Such commitments demand that
businesses also align their
processes with sustainability
targets. Over 190 countries have
adopted non-binding ethical AI
recommendations addressing the
environment, and regions such as
the European Union and the U.S.
have introduced laws to curb Al’s
environmental impact. However,
such policies are scarce. While
governments across the globe are
crafting national Al strategies, they
often overlook sustainability,
particularly the private sector’s
role in reducing emissions.

The way forward

To balance innovation and
environmental responsibility,
action is needed across the Al
value chain. Investing in clean
energy is a key step in achieving
net-zero emissions. Companies
can achieve this by transitioning to
renewable energy sources and
purchasing carbon credits.

Al has an environmental problem

T3S Y T GATGI0NT FHEAT R

Al’s rapid growth and economic potential

TITS T o IO 3R I waraenw
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Locating data centres in areas with
abundant supply of renewable
resources can also reduce strain
on existing resources and help
lower the carbon footprint. Al can
also help optimise energy grids,
particularly by integrating
renewable energy sources. For
instance, Google’s DeepMind has
leveraged ML to improve wind
energy forecasting, enabling more
accurate wind pattern predictions
and facilitating better integration
of wind power into the grid.

Using energy-efficient hardware
and ensuring regular maintenance
can also significantly minimise
emissions. Equally important is
the development of efficient AI
models. Smaller, domain-specific
models that are tailored to their
applications can deliver the same
outputs with less processing
power, reducing demand on
infrastructure and resources. A
study by Google and the
University of California, Berkeley,
has found that the carbon
footprint of LLMs can be
minimised by a factor of 100 to
1,000 through optimised
algorithms, specialised hardware,
and energy-efficient cloud data
centres. Further, instead of
collecting new data or training
models from scratch, businesses
can adapt pre-trained models to
new tasks.

Lastly but most importantly,
transparency is essential in driving
sustainability efforts. Measuring
and disclosing the environmental
impact of Al systems will help
organisations understand their life
cycle emissions and address the
negative externalities of their
operations. Establishing
standardised frameworks for
tracking and comparing emissions
across the industry will ensure
consistency and accountability.

Sustainability needs to be
incorporated into the very design
of the AI ecosystem, in order to
ensure its long-term growth and
viability. By balancing
environmental responsibility with
innovation, we can harness Al's
transformative potential without
compromising the Earth’s future.
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Al has become an indispensable part of our lives, transforming how
we work, live, and do business.

TS §AR Siad T U ATy T a1 11 §, S AR 1T 34, et 3R
SATIR FIA & I Y 96 &7 ¢

e The global Al market is valued at $200 billion, and by 2030, Al could contribute up
to $15.7 trillion to the global economy.

3fRae T3S TSR T H{eT $200 3R 8, 3R 2030 aF, w3TE RTw rdfegawar # $15.7
feforasr &1 AereTa T TFhar B

e The U.S. announced the Stargate Project, involving $500 billion in Al infrastructure
investments over four years.

IHANFT A TERAT Aieiee Y Gyom Y, TTTH TR aut F Tns U=« & $500 3T H7
fAraer i e

o India’s Reliance Industries, in partnership with Nvidia, is building the world’s largest
data center in Jamnagar.

AR Y NATw 3, TAA3AT & W AT, SHATIR 7 i 1 gad 937 327 WX
TR B

e India also plans to build its own LLM (large language model) to compete with
DeepSeek and ChatGPT.

R 39 TGF & LLM (TSl AT ATS) IATa Y AVSToIT 9T T@T &, S DeepSeek 3R

ChatGPT &Y &Y 39|

e However, Al’s rapid rise brings environmental risks, particularly high energy
consumption and e-waste generation.

gTelifer, T3S Y oiof Jaf TATaRoir AR st ol §, 9w & & 31ftrs st wua s §-
FERT 3cTTEA|

Environmental impact across Al stages

w3TE F e IO & gaaoi geg

o Al’'s environmental impact arises at multiple stages, including:
o Energy consumption from infrastructure.

HTETTAT § FAT T @A

o Computing hardware production.
YT FEAA SeqTee |

o Cloud data center operations.
FAT33 32T WX HaTa |

o Al model training, inferencing, and validation.
TS ATSe TTRAGTOT, 37T AR weTaet |
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Data centers contribute 1% of global greenhouse gas emissions, a figure expected
to double by 2026.

321 Wex 3T Merersw A seasia 7 1% AWE & €, 3 T 3ihsT 2026 dF AW
g fr 3FAE B

Generative Al models like ChatGPT require 10-100 times more computing power,
worsening the environmental footprint.

ChatGPT ¥ e fea wams Afser &l 10-100 T e Fegfear qrax i Jraegear gia
g, o gafaveiiyr yerma aear ¢

The expansion of data centers is also contributing to a growing e-waste crisis.

32T Wt 1 REar oY §-Fa Y AT F 98T W@ E |

Al software life cycle emissions

TS WIFeAAT g I ScHoied

Al software generates emissions at various stages, including:
o Data collection.

3T WIE|

o Model development and training.
Arso s 3iiv gfraor|

o Validation, maintenance, and retirement.
T, T@@Tg iR Asarae |

Training advanced Al models like GPT-3 can emit up to 552 tonnes of CO,
equivalent, equal to the annual emissions of dozens of cars.

GPT-3 ¥ 3Td THTE ATS I YRATAT FIt A 552 T CO, IcHoteT & HhdT &, ST Eotal)
FRY & aIiF 3T F WET ¢

Governments and private companies must embed sustainability into Al
ecosystems to mitigate environmental risks.

TERI 3R s Fafaa) # gafeolia AT & F7 w3 F QT vand aRRufad g &
fEUEr F A FaT AIRT|

Global efforts towards greener Al

T wns Y feem F AT I

At COP29, the International Telecommunication Union emphasized the urgent need
for greener Al practices.

COP29 &, HaRTSAT qIHAR Y o &R TIHTS WA FT TchTer HTaRIFT W AN 2w

Over 190 countries have adopted non-binding ethical Al recommendations, but
concrete policies remain limited.
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i AT E

e The EU and the U.S. have introduced laws to curb Al’s environmental impact, but

most national Al strategies overlook sustainability.

T w7 3R 3R o v & qATaReiiT T i FH X & AT Fe g §, Al
T TS T3S oAt i fRuRar & reear fhar g

The way forward
3T T [T

e Investing in clean energy is a key step toward achieving net-zero emissions.
TITS Foll A AT FIAT LT FToeT ScHAT Yo FIA FT Tk AGedYOr Ha o

e Companies can reduce their carbon footprint by:
o Transitioning to renewable energy sources.

AAHIONT FAT AT Y YT

o Purchasing carbon credits.

T Hise @G|
o Locating data centers in areas with abundant renewable resources.
ST A & Aol FaTe=T @ THey &A1 7 i F |
e Al can optimize energy grids, improving renewable energy integration.

THTS Sl s Y T o F Fahal 8, TS Aol ST & IgaX ThIRIor & 7eg
frerch 21

e Example: Google’s DeepMind uses ML for wind energy forecasting, enhancing
wind power integration into the grid.

3ETEVT: I[P T SYATES AT ATAIT FT 3TANT FX qqeT FAT 1 fAsgamoft Fyar §, Trag
qqe FaAt 1 s 7 g v T o ¥ g

e Using energy-efficient hardware and optimizing Al models can significantly reduce

emissions.
FSAT-FRAT FTEAAT FT IYANT I TIHTE ATSH FT IHeTHeToT ScHoioT i HIHT GG Aeh F FT
T &

o Smaller, domain-specific Al models require less processing power, reducing
infrastructure demand.

BIe, fAfdrse A« vans Atse A A NATAT graw Y 3raegwdr gidt &, 5o aat=ar
& AT Tedt ¥

e A Google and UC Berkeley study found that optimizing Al models can reduce
carbon emissions by 100 to 1,000 times.

ETer 3R T THA & T AT F AT ITT T CIHTE AT F I HeleT & Freel IcHoteT
HY 100 ¥ 1,000 AT dF F3 FHAT T FFaT ¢ |
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Need for transparency and accountability

QRERIET 3T STa1EeeE) & 3raegwhdr

e Measuring and disclosing Al’s environmental impact will help businesses
understand and mitigate emissions.

T3S F IATIONT THTT Y ATIAT 3R The FIAT HUAT I ScHoiel H FHASS 3T FA
A H FAGE H

e Establishing industry-wide frameworks for tracking Al emissions can ensure
accountability.

TIHTS 3cHot I ¢F FA & foIT IGANT-SATd gt Y FATIAT § Saracer GARTd g |

o Sustainability must be integrated into Al's core design to ensure long-term
environmental responsibility.

T3S & A FBosr A Rurar &t anfirer fam s anfye, anfes rdemfors aafavofir
foreaterd gfaftaa & s e
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India’s last imported
warship likely to be
commissioned in June

IGS Paper lll: Defence

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

The Indian Navy crew that
will operate Tamal, the
stealth frigate under con-
struction in  Russia,
reached St. Petersburg last
week in preparation for its
commissioning, which is
expected to take place in
early June.

The event is significant
as Tamal will be the last
warship to be commis-
sioned outside India or im-
ported. The country now
designs and constructs its
own warships.

The commissioning
crew of around 200 per-
sonnel reached St. Peters-
burg around 10 days ago
for training as the ship will
undergo a series of trials
leading up to its commis-
sioning, officials sources in
the know confirmed. The

crew will shift to Kalinin-
grad after the training to
oversee the trials.

The ship is being built as
part of the deal for four ad-
ditional follow-on stealth
frigates under an Inter-Go-
vernmental  Agreement
signed in October 2016.
Under the deal, two ships
are to be imported and two
manufactured by Goa Shi-
pyard Ltd. (GSL) under
technology transfer. A $1-
billion deal was subse-
quently signed for the two
frigates under direct
purchase.

Tamal has completed
manufacturer trials and is
currently undergoing State
Committee Trials. It will
then go through delivery
acceptance trials, both in
harbour and at sea, which
will be spread over 45 to 50
days, sources said, explain-
ing the process.

outside India or imported.

"Tamal" TR & ATET FHIAT 1ot aTet AT Arfare 3ifaer ggerata gham

India’s last imported
warship likely to be
commissioned in June

R &1 3ifae smafaa
AT ST A FeARIT
gl Y TeITaT

Indian Navy crew arrives in
Russia for commissioning

AR A= o & H
am“rerﬁ'vra:ﬁtrqgm

o The Indian Navy crew
assigned to operate "Tamal," a
stealth frigate under construction
in Russia, arrived in St.
Petersburg last week.

HRAT AT FT g, ST T A
ferATomeie ey fhde " Tamal" &1
dredieet g

. The commissioning of

Tamal is expected to take place in
early June 2025.

"Tamal" Y FrIfaeT ST 2025 F
YEIT A Y T HHTIT B

Significance of the
commissioning

FANRIAT FT AT

. Tamal will be the last
warship to be commissioned
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e India has now achieved self-reliance in designing and constructing its own
warships.

3T R 9= TqF & Fegraral 1 f3amser 3R faAor a5t 7 srenforsix oo g 21

Training and trials

gfravor 3 gdiator

e« Around 200 Navy personnel reached St. Petersburg for training before the
warship’s commissioning.

STSTaT 200 ARAAF FAT Feyrda Hir FHATerfAT § TEe afeTor & fore de diewi= w5
o After training, the crew will move to Kaliningrad to oversee the ship’s trials.

GfRYEToT & a1, & T&Tr Y AeRTET & v Ffafaerne smeem|

e The ship will undergo multiple trials, including manufacturer trials, State
Committee Trials, and final delivery acceptance trials.

AT F§ THET0N § e, Forered fasvar afiator, v wfafer odeor 3k sifaw whsfa
wdaTor nfAe §
e The final trials, both in harbor and at sea, will take 45-50 days.

siforer wdieror, St detane 3R wAg F g, 45-50 oAt q AN
Inter-Governmental Agreement details

HR-TIHRT AT &1 f{azor

e Tamal is being built as part of a deal for four additional stealth frigates under an
Inter-Governmental Agreement signed in October 2016.

"Tamal" HFEaT 2016 A FEATRTRA HA-THR FHSAT F dg R IfaRaFa wrey fvae
# ¥ O F TG & 797 o1 @7 R

e Under this deal, two warships are being imported, while two are being built by Goa
Shipyard Ltd. (GSL) under a technology transfer agreement.

39 WA & dd, A Jeuald AT fT 97 3 €, SrafF af gerrata aar Rgars fafaes
(GSL) aRT A&t gFaTeRoT A & dgd AfAa fFear @ &

A separate $1-billion deal was signed for the direct purchase of the two imported frigates.

3 3marfad e 1 aegeT @die & forw $1 faforaer &1 reer gastiar fear o= o
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