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Love for each other defies State borders

Mohammad Galib and Asha Verma got married at Kayamkulam in Kerala early this month; hailing

from Chitarpur in Jharkhand, they fled to southern State following threats, allegations of ‘love jihad

GS Paper I:
sam/Communalism

ALAPPUZHA

young interfaith
A couple from
Jharkhand,

Mohammad Galib, 30, and
Asha Verma, 27, got
married at Kayamkulam in
Kerala’s Alappuzha district
early this month after
reportedly facing threats
and allegations of ‘love
jihad’ in their home State.

Hailing from Chitarpur
in Ramgarh district, they
fled to Kerala this month
following death threats.

According to Gaya S.
Latha, the couple’s
counsel, Mr. Galib and Ms.
Verma first married as per
Islamic customs at a
masjid at Kayamkulam on
February 11.

Later on February 16,
they got married again at a
temple following Hindu
customs.

Mohammad Galib and Asha Verma have filed a writ petition in the
Kerala High Court seeking police protection. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Speaking to reporters
on Wednesday, the couple
said their relationship
dates back over a decade.
“We got married of our
own free will. Jharkhand
Police has filed cases
against me, accusing me of
kidnapping Asha. We have
been asked to appear in a
Jharkhand police station,”
Mr. Galib said.

He added that after
“registering the false case,

Jharkhand Police came
and recorded our
statements on February
14”. “We want to thank our
counsel and others for all
their help and for ensuring
our safety,” he said.

Friend’s advice

Earlier this month, Ms.
Verma’s relatives reached
Kayamkulam but she
refused to go with them.
The couple arrived in

Love for each other defies State borders

TH-gE & AT AR o ey ATt i fFar o

Mohammad Galib (30) and Asha Verma (27), a young interfaith couple
from Jharkhand, got married at Kayamkulam in Kerala’s Alappuzha
district early this month after facing threats and allegations of ‘love
jihad’ in their home State.

Kerala on the advice of a
friend from Kayamkulam
who worked with Mr.
Galib in West Asia.

Ms. Latha said Ms.
Verma'’s family had
arranged her marriage to a
man in his 40s. On
learning this, Mr. Galib
returned to India.

“Protests erupted,
mainly led by leaders and
members of Asha’s
community. Subsequently,
allegations of ‘love jihad’
were raised against
Mohammad, leading to
tensions and prompting
the couple to flee,” Ms.
Latha said.

The couple have filed a
writ petition in the Kerala
High Court seeking police
protection fearing that Ms.
Verma might become a
victim of “honour killing”.
The police said protection
will be provided to the
couple upon request.
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S AEIT T YIATA A I F oG o F FIAFH & A A, 59 3¢
A TS H gATFAT 3R ‘F9 [gre’ & FR9T FHT J1HAAT HIAT 937

Hailing from Chitarpur in Ramgarh district, they fled to Kerala this month following
death threats.

TG fore & FRIARqR & dlecls W alel 33 Si1g o Al i awfral & SR 58 A e
1 AR 7@ TR

According to Gaya S. Latha, the couple’s counsel, Galib and Verma first married as
per Islamic customs at a masjid in Kayamkulam on February 11.

YT TH. T, SN A T & AR, AT 3R qA T A Tgol 11 Bal F FIAGAH T 0F
Ai¥sTe # grenfas Qfa-Raret & rgar emer |

Later, on February 16, they got married again at a temple following Hindu customs.
q1E 7, 16 Il I 3ogio T Afew # g Hfa-Rarait & 3re7ar Srary andy |

Speaking to reporters on Wednesday, the couple said their relationship dates back
over a decade.

AR T THRRT A ST FJ §U, S1S o el foh SeTehT Redll g arer § 3rfreh Qe ¢

Galib stated, “We got married of our own free will. Jharkhand Police has filed
cases against me, accusing me of kidnapping Asha. We have been asked to
appear in a Jharkhand police station.”

TS = gl “FHA Il Faft F A A T FRES AT F F{FT I 3ATAT & 3qeI0r H7
IR SAHT AT Gof T 81§ FIRES Yfaw Tt & 997 @1 & forw e w817

He added that after registering the false case, Jharkhand Police recorded their
statements on February 14.

37giot e foh FST ATHAT Gof T & 916, FRGS YA o 14 FIEL F 3% a1 gof T

“We want to thank our counsel and others for all their help and for ensuring our
safety,” said Galib.

“FH el ghTT 3T 3T AN FT U=TAIE FIAT e & forealar gAY Agg ¥ 3T AT
FaT FiARaa A, anfoa a1 Fgr|

Friend’s advice

gIEd $Y gt

Earlier this month, Asha Verma'’s relatives reached Kayamkulam, but she refused to
go with them.

S AL T YB3 #, AT THT & RRAGR FIAFAH TgR, Afehed Ioglel Iaish WY oA A
FARR A T
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e The couple arrived in Kerala on the advice of a friend from Kayamkulam, who worked
with Galib in West Asia.

TE ST HAAGEH & Teh GIed T Hellg T el g1, i) e & T TRa# Tl &
HTH FIAT 4T|

e Ms. Latha said that Asha Verma’s family had arranged her marriage to a man in his
40s. Upon learning this, Galib returned to India.

A AT S T T e gAT F IREAR & 3THT A vF 40 affr sAfFT & aw F S oA

S« fAT Y Ig 94T TolT, dY 98 AR dle A1)

o« ‘“Protests erupted, mainly led by leaders and members of Asha’s community.
Subsequently, allegations of ‘love jihad’ were raised against Mohammad, leading
to tensions and prompting the couple to flee,” said Ms. Latha.

“3RIT & FHETT F A3 AR FEH & agea F Ry yexla gl a1 &, Agewg W o
foreTe’ F IR Feme v, fOwd qera ae1 3 NS F e F AT Ay g wsn,” A
ST =1 Tl

e The couple have filed a writ petition in the Kerala High Court seeking police
protection, fearing that Asha Verma might become a victim of ‘honour killing’.

$H SIS & I 39 +AATT A UF AT ST AY, TSI Gfw gRam & A H s g,
Fifeh 3o 3T & b 3T TAT 3T FRAT (FFATT &) F1 RAFR &) Fhet &
e The police stated that protection will be provided to the couple upon request.

gfere & FgT fF SIS Y SART AT I GI&AT Y&ToT HT SATTah |
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A leap backward for maternity entitlements

ven as State after State is splurging on
cash transfers for women, the most
vulnerable among them, pregnant
women, continue to be deprived of
their legal right to maternity benefits. Worse,
whatever little used to be paid to them seems to
be shrinking. The main responsibility for this lies
with the central government.

Under the National Food Security Act (NFSA)
2013, all pregnant women (except those already
covered in the formal sector) are entitled to
maternity benefits of 36,000 a child. At today’s
prices, this would mean ¥12,000 at the very least.
Even that, of course, is a pittance. Still, affirming
the principle of universal maternity entitlements
was a groundbreaking feature of the NFSA. Even
in relatively well-off households, pregnant
women are often deprived of nutritious food,
health care or rest time. Maternity benefits can
help them to look after themselves and the
newborn child.

Meagre as they are, maternity benefits under
the NFSA are yet to be delivered. The central
government is making a pretence of doing so
under the Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana
(PMMVY). The PMMVY’s benefits, however, are
restricted to one child a family, recently extended
to a second child if it is a girl. This restriction is a
blatant violation of the Act. Further, the benefits
have been arbitrarily reduced to ¥5,000 for the
first child.

G
Reetika Khera

is Professor of
Economics at the
Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) Delhi

All pregnant
women in India
are entitled to
maternity
benefits, but
most of them
have not got a
single rupee in
recent years

Scant information
Even these restricted and reduced benefits are

is Visiting Professor at
the Department of
Economics,

Ranchi University

Estimated coverage of
Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana

Percentage of pregnant women who received at least one PMMVY instalment
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Source: Official PMMVY data obtained under RTI; birth numbers were estimated from birth rates
and projected population

being denied to large numbers of entitled
women. This failure is well hidden, because the
Ministry of Women and Child Development
discloses very little information on the PMMVY.
The Ministry seems unaware of Section 4 of the
Right to Information (RTI) Act, which calls for
pro-active disclosure of basic information. Even
the simplest of the PMMVY’s statistics are not in
the public domain.

The Ministry, however, did respond to our RTI
queries, on the PMMVY. Based on this
information, we have estimated the PMMVY’s
effective coverage, defined as the proportion of
pregnant women who receive at least one
instalment of PMMVY benefits. This is a broad
definition: the first instalment is just ¥3,000, and
strict conditionalities apply to the second
instalment (front-loaded for second-child girls).
The estimates are sobering: effective coverage
peaked at an unimpressive 36% in 2019-20 and
declined sharply after that, except for a partial
revival in 2022-23. In 2023-24, effective coverage
crashed to just 9% (see graph).

This crash is also visible in the Budget's figures.
Central government spending on the PMMVY was
at an all-time low of 870 crore in 2023-24 —
barely one third of the corresponding figure five
years earlier, that too in money terms. To cover
90% of all births at just ¥6,000 a birth, the
PMMVY would require a total budget of at least
12,000 crore.

The official line

We discussed these figures with the officials
concerned in the Department of Women and
Child Development, at the central and State
levels. They did not deny that the PMMVY had
come to a virtual standstill in 2023-24. They
blamed this on major changes in software and
implementation processes that were introduced
in late 2023. Further scrutiny of the data suggests
that the main problem was not a reduction in
applications, but a reduced disbursement rate.
According to one official, there were software
problems “every day™.

The problem, however, did not begin in
2023-24. The PMMVY, launched in 2017, has been
plagued with complications all along. More than a
few of them are related to Aadhaar-based
payments and digital tyranny. There have been
numerous reports that have drawn attention to
these complications and their exclusionary
effects. Instead of responding to these ground
reports, however, the central government created

A leap backward for maternity entitlements

ATJcd 181t & fAT v Figw S

e Even as States are spending heavily on cash transfers for women, pregnant women
continue to be deprived of their legal right to maternity benefits.

ST 5 T ATGITAT o [T oTehe;, §EATaROT T HRT T X Tg o, o9 37 Irefadr Afgenne
39 HIJcd oIl & Hiefel 3TRR & afad g

e The situation is worsening as even the small payments that were previously provided

are shrinking.

more complications in 2023-24, with disastrous
consequences for Indian women. For the
government, of course, the reduction in PMMVY
expenditure is a good deal. Could this be one
reason why the tendency to create hurdles is so
resilient?

The examples of Tamil Nadu and Odisha
Meanwhile, States such as Tamil Nadu and Odisha
have shown the possibility of designing simple
and effective maternity-benefit schemes, from
1987 and 2009 onwards, respectively. The
monetary support offered by them is more
substantial than under the PMMVY - 210,000 a
child in Odisha and 18,000 a child in Tamil
Nadu. In Odisha, the amount was doubled ahead
of the 2024 general election. In Tamil Nadu, the
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) promised to
increase it to 24,000 in its 2021 election
manifesto, and the party appears to be waiting
for the next election to implement this promise.
The PMMVY benefits, for their part, have never
been raised, despite being lower than NFSA
norms in the first place.

Not only are the amounts higher in Odisha and
Tamil Nadu, but their implementation is also
much better. Figures reported in Odisha’s
Economic Survey suggest that maternity benefits
covered about 64% of all births there in 2021-22
(the latest year for which data are available). In
Tamil Nadu, coverage was 84% in 2023-24, when
the all-India coverage under the PMMVY was
below 10%. The contrast could hardly be sharper.

In the formal sector, Indian women enjoy a full
26 weeks of paid maternity leave (based on a 2017
amendment of the Maternity Benefits Act 1961),
compared with a World Health Organization
norm of 14 weeks. In the unorganised sector, they
get a flat ¥5,000 if they are lucky enough to
survive all the hoops they have to jump through
for PMMVY benefits. These double standards are
mind-boggling.

The time has come to admit that the PMMVY is
a flop show. The central government seems to be
more concerned with saving money than with
helping pregnant women. As a result, it has
ruined a programme that could have proved very
useful and popular. It also stands in flagrant
violation of the NFSA. The entire programme
needs to be revamped in line with the letter and
spirit of the Act. The benefits should also be
raised and indexed to the price level. The entire
society stands to gain from better public support
for pregnant women.

feufar 31k @ 8 W ¢ #ifeh Tger T et atel B spera &t ved o @ ¥

e The central government bears the main responsibility for this failure.

S BT 1 A& FIFAEH $5 THR 1 Y|
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NFSA and legal entitlement
TATHTHT AR e 3fAFR

Under the National Food Security Act (NFSA) 2013, all pregnant women (except
those in the formal sector) are entitled to maternity benefits of ¥6,000 per child.

TS Fre FIaT Ffafaasr (NFSA) 2013 & dga, @it etaeh Afgenat (G sttwaRes &=
7 o781 €) = ufer a2 6,000 FT ATed w187 THolel &1 3TURR §

At today’s prices, this amount should be at least 12,000, yet even this is a meager
sum.

HISTET FIACT & IHTAR, g ARY el A FH 12,000 el =T, wifehet T o 75 a5 F
gl

Despite being inadequate, the universal maternity entitlement in the NFSA was a
groundbreaking provision.

Ig IYATSH glel o FTalolg, TAUHUHT H ATqjed aTeit T Arasiifis srfsr v Fifasry

UTaeTeT AT|

Even in well-off households, pregnant women often lack nutritious food,
healthcare, and rest.

gy IRaRT # o mfach Afgemsit 1 AR Wees Ao, Fareey @ 3R 3R 6T
et arar|

Maternity benefits can help women take care of themselves and their newborns.

ATed aTeT AT h1 T 3 379 srarairer Re] i ST el H HGRIA X Hhl & |

Issues with PMMVY

duaATadar & 3 gae

The NFSA’s maternity benefits have not been implemented properly. Instead, the
government pretends to provide them under the Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana
Yojana (PMMVY).

TATHUHT & TEd Aled ATHI I TeY allah ¥ AR g1 AT IAT| SHK T, THR
YA AT d&T AT (PMMVY) & T8 So &e T fg@mar el

The PMMVY benefits are restricted to one child per family, recently extended to the
second child if it is a girl.

feATAdars F amT hao TF Tea de WA § 3R &7 & 7 g gut Ie° (3R a5 8))
% TEIIT AT ¢ |

This restriction is a blatant violation of the NFSA.

Ig Fica] TAUHUHT T GoIT Iea e ¢ |

Additionally, the benefits have been arbitrarily reduced to ¥5,000 for the first child.
% 3TcITaT, ggol e F T o187 I AAHA ST ¥ " 5,000 FT f&am = B
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Lack of transparency

Qe fRIaT Y A

e Even these limited and reduced benefits are being denied to many eligible women.
I A 3R gerw v ey off FF g AfRensit Fr @ R arw &

e The Ministry of Women and Child Development does not disclose enough
information on the PMMVY’s implementation.

wfrar 3 a1 ey FdareT Nvaradars & FRafeadsT W gAicd Fear) J 78 Fyar|

e The Ministry appears unaware of Section 4 of the Right to Information (RTI) Act,
which mandates proactive disclosure of basic information.

FATrT YT & HTUFR (RTI) rfafarsr i arr 4 @ srarfas yelia ar 8, S qersqa
SATTRRY F TaaTferd THETHIOT T TN HIT &

o Eventhe simplest statistics related to PMMVY are not publicly available.

freraTAdaE @ Fafd AT 3w off Adsas 9 d 3T g1 2

Declining coverage and budget cuts

Fa¥s # frae 3R g9 & Feld

o Based on RTI responses, estimates show that effective coverage (women receiving at
least one installment) peaked at 36% in 2019-20 but declined sharply afterward.

IS FfAfFanait & 3R W, 377es fe@ra & & 2019-20 # warrdt Falst 36% dF

g, wifeheT sHeh aTE; delt & A |
e In 2023-24, effective coverage dropped to just 9%.
2023-24 H, FHTAY FHatsT GeHT Hhad 9% Ig I4T|

e This decline is also reflected in the Budget figures, as central government spending
on PMMVY was at an all-time low of 870 crore in 2023-24.

g fRTge Tt 3wl # o Tose &, FITF 2023-24 # NuATADEES R Fg TFER FT @
Z870 F3 & Wfagriaes famrer Fav v |

e This amount is barely one-third of what was spent five years ago, even in nominal
terms.

IE VTRY 9T WTer g T Y 718 TR F7 Fger vah-fagts g, ag o Aleer 77 W
e To cover 90% of births at 6,000 per child, PMMVY would require at least ¥12,000
crore.

90% ST=AT &Y 6,000 I T2dT & BT & Fal F & foiv, NuATASEE F F4 X F7
€12,000 FUS F FoTC Y TTTHT 219l |

The official line

HIHRT g8T
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Discussions with officials from the Department of Women and Child Development at
the central and state levels confirmed that PMMVY had almost come to a standstill
in 2023-24.

e 3R T Tt W AfRe va arer R e & it & araeda A qfe g5
2023-24 H NuATAIETE ToT379T ¢ &) 14T AT

Officials blamed this on major software and implementation changes introduced in
late 2023.

HfUFIRAT 7 SHeAT HROT 2023 & I # BT 7T woy@ Wiveaa 3R Frafeags # agena

EGIEIN
The real issue was not fewer applications, but a decline in disbursement rates.

31Ol HAEAT HTAGA! Y HEAT & FHY 761, Sfoeh $rarT o # Frrae Y|
One official admitted that there were software issues every day.

T TR o ENRR HAT T g BT ATFeda] i gAEame o |

Longstanding issues with PMMVY
diearadiar @ 3 drdwifas gaeane

PMMVY, launched in 2017, has faced complications since its inception.

2017 # Y& AT 7§ NTATHANGTE T Y& A § F§ FATIIHT T FIHAT A I3T |

Many issues stem from Aadhaar-based payments and digital hurdles.

S FATITY HTUR-ITUTRE ST 3R RBfSree sifeeranst & 3¢9+ g3 €|

Various reports have highlighted exclusionary effects, but instead of addressing them,
the government added new complications in 2023-24.

Tt Rotet ¥ afysaor gemmat @ earet feerar, Afehed TR o 37¢ FUR o FolTg 2023-
24 # T Ffeeard sis &

The government’s focus seems to be on saving money rather than helping
pregnant women, leading to disastrous consequences.

TFR T €T At ARATHT Y Agg FI F o &7 T9H W Ffed e@ar g, o
I IR U &l

The examples of Tamil Nadu and Odisha

dfearg 3k 3nf3em F 3ereor

Tamil Nadu (since 1987) and Odisha (since 2009) have implemented simpler and
more effective maternity benefit schemes.

affreeg (1987 @) 3R 33 (2009 /) F wer 3T T AT wMeT ASTAC A H F |

The monetary support under these schemes is much higher than PMMVY:

SoT QT3 & Jgd fadT Fgrdar eATadars @ Fd 3fAF ¢
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o 10,000 per child in Odisha
if3em & ufer a=ar 10,000
o 18,000 per child in Tamil Nadu, with a promise to increase it to ¥24,000.
affrersrg # wfer aeam 218,000, fS 224,000 TF 96T HT aTaT 4T 74T B
o Before the 2024 general elections, Odisha doubled its maternity benefit amount.
2024 F 3T ToATal A Tg, INTSAT 7 Alefed @ITeT MY FHY SWTAT F 47|

o Better implementation:
o Odisha covered 64% of all births in 2021-22.

NS 2021-22 ﬁg»—ersmﬁa;r 64% FaT fHaT|

o Tamil Nadu covered 84% in 2023-24, while PMMVY’s national coverage was
below 10%.

AfAETg & 2023-24 # 84% Faksr e 3T, Stefeh druATHAIETS FT T FaXar
10% & 8ft a1 41|

Double standards in maternity benefits
ATed dTT H X ARTES

e Formal sector women get 26 weeks of paid maternity leave (as per 2017
amendment of the Maternity Benefits Act 1961).

ol & Ay ARt T 26 WedTe FT FAAfAF ATea raHhrer el & (1961 F AT
et rfarfarsr & 2017 F Hevee & IqER) |
e Thisis higher than the World Health Organization (WHO) norm of 14 weeks.

Ig faeT Faed "eree (WHO) & 14 §odTg & As & A0+ 8|
e Women in the unorganized sector get just 5,000, if they manage to overcome
bureaucratic hurdles in the PMMVY process.

IFATST 8 Y AT FT Fder T5,000 T &, 98 Y 30R T NvATHAES $ slhTeady
T3t HY IR FI o |

Time to revamp PMMVY
dreATAars FY ToT: FURA HY T

o PMMVY has failed; itis a flop show.
feATHAIATS FAE 8 IH ¢, I U e A= g

e The government seems more interested in cost-cutting than supporting pregnant
women.

WHR Mstact AR Y A F ¥ FIGT 9= U1 F 3 @A
e A program that could have been useful and popular has been ruined.

mm@mmmamaﬁ,wmmﬁmnw
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e The government is violating the NFSA, which guarantees universal maternity
benefits.

THN CATHUHT HT Seavel T T §, ST st Argea onsii 7 I &an |

e The entire program needs restructuring to align with the NFSA’s provisions and
spirit.
T ST FY Go: TR FIA Y S ¢, AT Ig TATHUHT & Graerii AR 7T 3q8eq &
3T |

e Maternity benefits should be increased and linked to inflation rates.
ATqjed @it 7 Fefer gieh TIRT AR 3¢ FAarehifa e @ SisT ST @1l |

o Better public support for preghant women will benefit the entire society.

Mgt Afgemat & fov dgay wdefa® gAde & QU WA F AT |

Maternity Benefit Act, 1961
wqfa et srfafager, 1961

e The Maternity Benefit Act, 1961, is a legislation enacted by the Government of India to
regulate the employment of women during the period of childbirth and to provide
maternity benefits.

o T o1 HRATATH, 1961, HR AN GaRT ATGATHT & T Ha AT o GRIeT ST ahr
faf @ S 3R I ot JeTet il & fv MR faafdd v S gl

Key Features:

o Applicability: The Act applies to all establishments employing 10 or more persons,
including factories, mines, plantations, and shops.

o L & TE ITRATITIH 3o7 Fofl HEATAT T SI19] &I & it 10 AT 3HA HTeeh ATl shr
VSR & 8, fSrad R@Ers, @er, S1ee, 3R gerel i &

e Maternity Leave: Women are entitled to 12 weeks of paid maternity leave, with up to
6 weeks before the expected delivery date and 6 weeks post-delivery.

o ST AR ATGHT T 12 TOATE o HAcAeT ST 3R ol TSR &, ST rdfara

wad fafd & ugel 6 Godg 3R 99T & 1 6 GodTg MAS &
e \Wage Protection: During maternity leave, women are entitled to receive average daily
wages for the period of their actual absence.

o A GI&TT: T[T IR & SR, AT T SeTehl ArEcifaeh eqaiedfey i afar &
forw 3iaa &R aaeT ured e @ ARFR B

e Prohibition of Dismissal: Employers are prohibited from dismissing or discharging a
woman employee on account of her pregnancy.
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o fasEHrEe w gt AOFansit #F anfaear & FRoT fhdr Afger daar! @ s@ed w
7 fARreret & AT fohar a13m B

Maternity Benefit (Amendment) Act, 2017
wgfar T (Wanere) rfafae, 2017

o Extended Maternity Leave:
o The amendment increased the duration of paid maternity leave from 12 weeks
to 26 weeks for women employees.

o HIAMUA o AT HAURET o fIT HAAT Tl Ireiehrer <l aTer 12 Fecle §

FeTehY 26 Jodig Y &l
o For women with two or more surviving children, the entitlement remains 12
weeks.

o oI Afgamsit & g ar 31« hfag sz §, 39 v 3R 12 Fearg &) war g

e Maternity Leave for Adoptive and Commissioning Mothers:
o Introduced 12 weeks of maternity leave for adoptive mothers adopting a child
below the age of three months and for commissioning mothers (biological
mothers using surrogacy).

o ol HRIel @ hH 3H & T Al JllG; ol dTell AT R FHarerfciar Arcr3it
(R AT 3TN el aTell SHdeh AT & T 12 FodTg T Tgfa rdenrer 9er
fepa ara|

e Créche Facility:
o Mandates that establishments with 50 or more employees provide créche
facilities within a prescribed distance.

o 50 IT3HY &k HATRAT aTel FEATAT T TR g & iR sheT raumd vereT
T ATATA &
o Women employees are allowed four visits to the créche in a day.
o HATET HHAATRIT T Teh ToeT & IR TR shel ST T 37 AT Bl
e Work from Home Option:

o Enables women to avail a "work from home" option after the expiry of maternity
leave, based on mutual agreement with the employer.

o A3 I TAANFAT & T M FEAT F IMUR R GGFA IdhIRn T FATTT &
STE, T 1A B Taehod T oI1eY 33T T Fiam & &

e Employer's Obligation:
o Employers are required to inform women employees about their rights under
the Act at the time of appointment.

o TAANFAII @I AT & FHT Afgel HATRET 1 ITATATH & Tecd 3o
HTURRT o TR F FIT LT HTaRTh g
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Recent Updates:

e Code on Social Security, 2020:
o The Code on Social Security, 2020, consolidates provisions of various labor
laws, including the Maternity Benefit Act, 1961.

o TSI FRAT HRell, 2020, Fafdest 4 F1efal 3 et H FARRT FT &,
Toraa gy ofmer 3rfeferaa, 1961 anfder &

o This Code aims to simplify and modernize labor regulations.

o I Afgar 4 fAfaat s Tl 3R 3T STl I 3ee e TGl ¢

Important Considerations:

e Financial Implications for Employers:
o Employers bear the cost of extended maternity leave, which may impact hiring
decisions.

o forerar fawarRa ggfa srashrer & dmeTd gt & 8, S 1t fAofat s genfaa

F ghT &

e Awareness and Implementation:
o Ensuring that both employers and employees are aware of the provisions is
crucial for effective implementation.

o g GiATRE AT T forderdl 3R halemiy gt rareitaii & 37aere 8, Ferdy
FrAileads & foT AgcaqoT &
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Why are PwDs worried about DPDP rules?

Why are persons with disabilities concerned about a certain provision in the draft Rules of the Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023? Who are data
fiduciaries and data principals? How are legal guardians defined under the draft rules?

EXPLAINER

Abhinay Lakshman

The story so far:
ith the Ministry of
Electronics and
Information Technology
(MeitY) looking to wrap
up public consultations on the draft Rules
for the Digital Personal Data Protection
Act, 2023 by March 5, disability rights
activists are trying to get a key provision
of the Act amended or dropped, pointing
out that it infantilises Persons with
Disabilities (PwDs), negates their
decision-making capabilities, and comes
from a misunderstood notion of how
guardianship works for PwDs.

‘What does this provision state?
Section 9(1), in clubbing children with
PwDs, has mandated that even in cases of
adult PwDs who have legal guardians,
consent for use of any personal data must
be obtained from the guardian
concerned. While government officials

have said that the draft Rules have tried to

address the issue by limiting the number
of disabilities the provision would apply
to, activists and experts maintain that
there remain significant challenges in its
implementation.

‘What do the draft Rules say?

The Union government has said that it
brought the DPDP Act, 2023 to govern the
processing of digital personal data ina
way that “recognises both the right of
individuals to protect their personal data
and the need to process such personal
data for lawful purposes and for matters
connected therewith or incidental

thereto™. Section 9(1) of the Act says, “The

Data Fiduciary shall, before processing
any personal data of a child or a person
with disability who has a lawful guardian
obtain verifiable consent of the parent of
such child or the lawful guardian, as the
case may be, in such manner as may be
prescribed.”

The Act’s language defines data
fiduciaries as those parties processing the
personal data and data principals as the

users whose data is being collected. But in

Section 2(j)(i), for PwDs, the Act has
included “lawful guardian” within the
meaning of data principal.

In the draft Rules notified by the MeitY
on January 3 this year, the government
has proceeded to set out the rules that
will govern the Act. In these Rules, Rule
10 deals with the governing of Secuon ]
of the Act. Rule 10(2) says, “A Data
Fiduciary, while obtaining verifiable
consent from an individual identifying
the lawful guardian of a person

with disability, shall observe due diligence

to verify that such guardian is appointed
by a court of law, a designated authority
or alocal level committee, under the law
applicable to guardianship.” In the next
sub-section, the Rules provide for
considering guardianship under the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act,
2016 (RPWD Act) and the National Trust
for the Welfare of Persons with Autism,
Cerebral Palsy, Mental Retardation and
Multiple Disabilities Act, 1999 (NT Act).

It also goes on to define PwDs, for
whom the consent clause of Section 9(1)
would apply to, as: “(i) an individual who
has long term physical, mental,
intellectual or sensory impairment which,
in interaction with barriers, hinders her
full and effective participation in society
equally with others and who, despite
being provided adequate and appropriate
suppnn is unable to mke legally binding

s: And (ii) an indivi who is

suffering from any of the conditions
relating to autism, cerebral palsy, mental
retardation or a combination of any two
or more of such conditions and includes
an individual suffering from severe
multiple disability.”

But while the Rule on how to take the
consent of the parents of children
contains detailed explanations in the form
of illustrations that highlight different
scenarios and how the consent procedure
would work in each, there is no similar
illustrations presented for the sub-section
that deals with taking consent of the
guardian of a person with disability.

This has led disability rights activists
and experts alike to question how the
consent clause would apply to PwDs,
details of procedures for different
disabilities and degrees of severity, and
whether it would apply uniformly to
guardians appointed under different laws.

How do guardianships for PwDs
work?

‘The legal guardianship for PwDs, while
not mandatory, is governed by two laws in
India — the RPWD Act, 2016 and the NT
Act, 1999 ~ both of which mandate
different roles for the guardians
appointed under it for adult PwDs.

‘The NT Act’s guardianship clauses
apply to people who are “diagnosed with
conditions related to autism, cerebral
palsy, intellectual disability (previously
categorised as mental retardation), or any
combined occurrence of two or more of
these conditions”. It provides for full
guardianship of the PwD. In contrast, the
RPWD Act’s guardianship clauses apply to
people “experiencing long-term physical,
mental, intellectual, or sensory
impairments which, when interacting
with various barriers, hinder their full
and effective participation in society on
an equal basis with others”. This provides
for a “limited guardianship”, which allows
for support in making specific legal
decisions when the individual’s capacity
is deemed insufficient.

While the NT Act goes against the
principles of the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities (UNCRPD) by making
“decision- mqkmg capacity” a metric for

di; without lv defining

7NN

it, the RPWD Act, drafted to kcep up with
the UNCRPD, frames guar S|
support to PwDs in exercising their own
decision-making rights.

Where does the conflict arise?

A small survey among 91 PwDs by policy
thinktank PACTA and Saksham Disability
has shown that about 27.4% of them had
legal guardians. Amongst those
respondents who knew which law their
guardianship was governed by, most said
theirs were under the RPWD Act’s
provision for “limited guardianship”. But
despite this, the practicalities of
guardianship are different, a report by
Saksham and PACTA noted, adding that
most of the PwDs with guardians
maintained that their legal guardian ends
up managing all their affairs. This report,
released last month, noted that while the
Act and the draft Rules are sound “in
theory” if the guardianship is under the
RPWD Act, the realities of how this
guardianship works would mean that “a
guardian is likely to deprive the autonomy
and personhood of the individual”.

On the other hand, in cases of
guardians appointed under the NT Act,
this would be in “direct conflict” with the

of persons with

GETTY IMAGES.

Malhotra told The Hindu, “Instead of
simplifying how it would apply, the
definitions have further complicated the
issue.” Citing one example of the
definition, he explained that “physical
impairment” has been included. “But
there is no provision for people with just
physical disability to have legal guardl.ms
Tlus will only confuse people more.”

‘What are the concerns being raised?
Given the way the consent clause has
been structured for PwDs in the DPDP
Act, 2023 and the draft Rules, some of the
principal concerns that have emerged
include those of what legal obligations
would the guardian of a PwD face; how
the consent clause can be implemented in
cases where guardianship law is in
dissonance with the UNCRPD; and
whether the legal guardian can opt out of
consenting on behalf of the user with
respect to specific platforms.

Another issue highlighted by Saksham
in their report has been that of concerns
among PwDs about what the fate of their
personal data will be. For instance, the
rights body has posited that to comply
with Section 9(1) of the Act, any data
fiduciary would have to ask at least two
(i) Whether the user has a

under the UNCRPD, the report argued.

The report noted that a plain reading
of Section 9(1) of the DPDP Act “appears
to presume” that just because a PwD
might have a legal guardian, this in itself
would be indicative of their “inability to
take deci s in the digital sphere”.

In addition, it said the law does not
consider intersectionality of gender and
disability. It cites a situation where a PwD
woman may not be able to buy sanitary
napkins from an online platform because
it may now require their guardian’s
consent for them to be able to access the
platform itself.

Nipun Malhotra, of the Nipman
Foundation, who is leading efforts to
lobby the government on these
provisions, has said that Section 9(1) of
the DPDP Act, 2023 itself has caused
enough chaos on how it would apply, to
whom, and under what circumstances. As
for the government’s attempts to address
the with the law by limiting the
definition of PwDs in the draft Rules. Mr.

disability? (i) Whether the user had a
legal guardian. In cases where the answer
to the first question is yes but the second
is not, the platform will still have data on
the person’s disability with no purpose to
process it.

Further, Saksham has questioned that
if the definition of data principal includes
the legal guardian of a PwD, would that
then mean that they must take on the full
legal responsibility and face penal
consequences under the Act? It has been
argued that if this is the case, the legal
guardian may, at times, be acting in their
own interest, instead of the PwD they are
caring for. Moreover, experts working in
the disability sector have pointed out that
beyond all of this, the primary barrier to
PwDs’ digital rights remains that of
inaccessible platforms and applications.
According to a 2023 accessibility
evaluation conducted by the Vidhi Centre
for Legal Policy of the 10 most used apps,
platforms like Paytm, Swiggy, Zomato,
and Flipkart had low accessibility scores.

Why are PwDs worried about DPDP rules?
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Section 9(1), in clubbing
children with PwDs, has
mandated that even in cases of
adult PwDs who have legal
guardians, consent for use of
any personal data must be
obtained from the guardian
concerned.

v

The legal guardianship for
PwDs, while not mandatory, is
governed by two laws in India
— the RPWD Act, 2016 and the
NT Act, 1999 — both of which
mandate different roles for the
guardians appointed under it
for adult PwDs.

v

Asmall survey among 91 PwDs
by policy thinktank PACTA and
Saksham Disability has shown
that about 27.4% of them had
legal guardians. Amongst those
respondents who knew which
law their guardianship was
governed by, most said theirs
were under the RPWD Act's
provision for “limited
guardianship”.
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e oer safFaal Y DPDP gAY & da FaT Rar g?

With the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) set to conclude
public consultations on the Digital Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Act, 2023 draft Rules
by March 5, disability rights activists are urging amendments.

gaFeiTd IR a1 WP #amer (MeitY) 5 A & Bfoee safFara 3er ¥a10r (DPDP)
ferfaga, 2023 ¥ Awler REAT W AdSAE Wt FATCT F aren g, FEd Reaear sfter
HIAHAT AT Y 7T FT @ L
e They argue that a key provision infantilizes Persons with Disabilities (PwDs), denies
them decision-making rights, and is based on a misconception of guardianship.

I % & § o o Aew v fasdier safFadt (PwDs) FY STerersT ael1 &l §, 37
o A F FRFRY Fr AFRAT &, 317 fHsawar 1 rea sraerom w3l B

What does this provision state?
g WG FIT HgdT 87

e Section 9(1) of the DPDP Act clubs children with PwDs and mandates that if an adult
PwD has alegal guardian, consent for their personal data usage must be obtained
from the guardian.

¢RT 9(1) H Feat 3R A sgfFaat (PwDs) Y v a1y @1 4T ¢, 3R Ife v aavw
PwD T FTeet JfRTEF ¢, o 3oTeh sAfFaerar 31 F 39T F fw srfdemas r weafa

TS gl
e The government claims to have limited the disabilities this applies to, but activists
and experts say there are significant implementation challenges.

IHR 1 STl & T I8 [0 dhaol Fo faRad Reereranst aw @iffa B @, dfea
Friwar 3T R 5@ any F #§ iR galfaat e B

What do the draft Rules say?
wrater e #a Fea &2

e The DPDP Act, 2023 was introduced to regulate digital personal data processing
while balancing privacy rights and lawful data use.

DPDP fafaas, 2023 FI Bfoed safFderd 3e1 SHEHIvr & fAafd s & forw o
a1, ifeh MraefiaT srftaRT AR FegE Ser 39T & S Hele S+ 5 Jah |

e Section 9(1) states:
o A Data Fiduciary (entity processing personal data)must obtain verifiable
consent from the parent of a child or the lawful guardian of a PwD before
processing personal data.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
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- 32 3Rl (G cTfbcere Ser FaTferd il &) Y a=e & ATr-far ar
PwD & STt 3rfsITas & ganford agafar ol graf|

o Section 2(j)(ii) defines PwDs’ lawful guardians as data principals (individuals whose
data is collected).

RT 2(j)(ii) F 38R, PwDs & #Ieet 31fsmmasi @1 Ser Rifter (31 @ wafta afaa)
AT 3127

How do the draft Rules define guardianship?

Fater st & afrsmasar F1 X aRenRa fFar = @2

e Rule 10 of the draft Rules governs Section 9(1) and states:
o A Data Fiduciary must verify if a person claiming to be a lawful guardian of a
PwD is appointed by a court, designated authority, or local level committee
under applicable guardianship laws.

- 3T g fRAIE &1 TE TAId FIAT B foh St cafebd PwD T Fiee!
HfReTEF g T 14T F @ ¢, 3 FARTT, HfeFa wftrawor, a1 Faeiy
wfafer garr fagea fRrar a3

e Guardianship is considered under:
o Rights of Persons with Disabilities (RPWD) Act, 2016

» e sgfFaal F AR rffATH, 2016 (RPWD Act)
o National Trust Act (NT Act), 1999
« A e AfAfATA, 1999 (NT Act)

Which PwDs fall under Section 9(1)?
RT 9(1) foFeT PwDs T #19] gYelt 7

e Individuals who:
o Have long-term physical, mental, intellectual, or sensory impairments that
hinder full and effective participation in society, even with support.

- Ao 9T, AT, sigfts, @ w3l Rent @ fza &, Gew
FATS # qut 3iX worrelt sl et 3 3raAe g, ot € 3¢ v werar
[LERG

o Have conditions such as autism, cerebral palsy, mental retardation, or severe
multiple disabilities.

. m,mm,mm,mmﬂﬁgﬁmﬁmﬁaﬁaﬁl

Lack of clarity in implementation

FEATTaIT H FETSedT
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o The Rules explain how to take parental consent for children, using illustrations, but
no such clarity exists for PwDs.

AITAT F Teat F AT-Tdar 7 GgAfa e Y IiHAT 1 380N F ATCTH T TIse 7T =
¢, oifchal PwDs & farw ¥wY 1 TusdIhaor A8 fea aram |

o Disability rights activists and experts question the lack of clarity on:
o How consent will be obtained from PwDs.

PwDs & WgAfa a=t $r ufthar Fa gt

Which disabilities will require guardianship consent.

foret Raeransit & v srfdsnas 1 weafa smaeas gl

Whether all guardians will be treated equally under different laws.

o T Rafdiest Freral & ded waft HfFemaH! F FAET AT ST

O O O O

Concerns raised by activists

FRIGAHT Hr Raw

e Lack of autonomy: The provision assumes that PwDs cannot make their own
decisions, which violates their fundamental rights.

FATIAAT Y FHY: Ig TIaeT AT 1T & fF PwDs T A0 7t o g&vd, 5 390& Aifes
HTRAFRY T 3o a1 &

e Implementation issues: No clear guidelines exist on how guardianship consent will
work across different disabilities.

FHRATTATT Y FAEITY: Jg TGS AeT fHaT 1471 § B Rffeer RFameranit & v sifsmes
Y FEATA HX g gl

e Legal ambiguity: Different laws recognize different forms of guardianship, leading
to confusion in enforcement.

FTeeAT TETSTAT. HAN-eA3T FefaAl A HTNHTTHAT T IAT-37e09T GREATITE &, T 7d a1
A A HSaTS et

Conclusion

IGAC )

o Disability rights activists demand that Section 9(1) be amended or removed,
ensuring that PwDs retain their right to make decisions.

fRarerar AR FiFaT arga & f6 R 9(1) Y TN A1 geram AT, arfes PwDs &
AT A & IRNFER 994 @

e The DPDP Act must recognize that not all PwDs require guardianship and should
avoid overgeneralization.

DPDP I¥fOfAIH &) I8 TFR ST 91T 6 TfY PwDs &Y ATRATTSH &Y 3TaeTHdT el
), 3R FAETRNFIOr @ I TifRv|
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Greater clarity and procedural details are needed to ensure that PwDs’ rights are
not violated.

PwDs & 3T&RI #T 3ecae o g1, 38 [T Igax Favear iR Reqa afFmand smaeas

How do guardianships for PwDs work?

PwDs & faT 3frsimasar F& w1 HIdT 872

Legal guardianship for PwDs is not mandatory but is governed by two laws in India:
o Rights of Persons with Disabilities (RPWD) Act, 2016
o National Trust (NT) Act, 1999

PwDs & fore &efelt srffrsmmasrar rfeard w1t 8, Aferet o1 A &Y Fegeil gar
Farferd gl &
o fawanr safFadt F srfter QA9 (RPWD) 2016
o I TEe Afafaras (NT) 1999
NT Act, 1999 applies to individuals diagnosed with autism, cerebral palsy, intellectual

disability (formerly called mental retardation), or a combination of these
conditions and provides full guardianship.

NT srfarfaet, 1999 31 safFaat w g glar § [oies 3iifes#, W ured, et
Rsererar (et AARAS Agdn), 91 54 ot & 9= F1 fAg fhar s g, ik 78

qot SIfSsTaeeT SaTeT AT &

RPWD Act, 2016 applies to those with long-term physical, mental, intellectual, or
sensory impairments that hinder full and equal participation in society. It provides
limited guardianship, allowing support in specific legal decisions.

RPWD 3rfafaarar, 2016 3o cafeadl oX & g & foerd drdspifas ariliRs, Aa=fas,
stefore a1 @3d Rseierar a1, St 3¢ FATS & QUF 3R FATT i) F A ¥ 7w DT
sifRstTasar yeret adr &, e 3 faflrse Frepst ot 3 aerrar o w1 w@d

NT Act contradicts the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities (UNCRPD) by defining guardianship based on decision-making capacity
without properly defining it.

NT 3rfafa=rer s g RsFamrar #fasR @@ (UNCRPD) & faeidl & f&emh
SITdT &, FiTch I8 fAuTT aet Y &7 dT oI [9aTr TIse IREATST & FTRATTHAT T HTUR FATAT
gl

RPWD Act alignhs with UNCRPD, as it treats guardianship as support for PwDs rather
than a replacement for their decision-making rights.

RPWD 3rfafarsr UNCRPD & 3] &, #ifeh Ig Hffstmasar &t PwDs & favhr aar &
ORI & THdT F T A AT 8, 7 I 3% 3AFRT F yfawraa & & 7|

Where does the conflict arise?

e w8l 3ot arar &7
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A survey of 91 PwDs by PACTA and Saksham Disability found that 27.4% had legal
guardians.

PACTA 3R warer fRaefafadt garr 91 PwDs X e are wdfator & aram a1 6 27.4% &

I Fefeit IS &

Most PwDs had guardians under the RPWD Act’s "limited guardianship”
provision, but in reality, many legal guardians controlled all aspects of their lives.

FTFIA PwDs F FAAER RPWD FATH &1 " AT 3rfAsmasar gae= & dgd &,

Afret AT T & 3 THTTH 3% QU sfiaet 7 AP FT @ I
PwDs under NT Act guardianship faced direct conflicts with UNCRPD, as they had
no decision-making rights.

NT rffaad & aga rfremasdr 9rcad PwDs &I UNCRPD & |1 HYeF S ol TTHeT
AT IST, FAITeh Ioo 0TI S FT H1E IHRFR 7T 47l

DPDP Act, Section 9(1) assumes that if a PwD has a legal guardian, they cannot
make decisions about their personal data.

DPDP 3rfarfaras, &Rr 9(1) I§ AT & & afe fre PwD 1 Freet ifiemas 8, Y ag
I I 3eT W Aoy agh o wahar|

The law ignores the intersectionality of gender and disability, potentially restricting a
PwD woman from buying sanitary products online without guardian consent.

IE FIsfeT forer 3R Reweriorar & siaday A =g F:Xar §, fad PwD A siteerge
Faed) 3curg Gliest ¥ afd &) Thd! § e 3rfsmas Y ggafa 6 smaeawar 8|

Activist Nipun Malhotra argues that Section 9(1) is vague, leading to confusion about
whom it applies to and under what circumstances.

FAFAT fAYOT FEGHT 1 gt & o 4RT 9(1) I¥FTse 3, fFad I5 % YT giar ¢ o @
farer safFaat o o gheft stk fner aRfeufat )

Example: The definition includes "physical impairment", but physical disabilities
do not require legal guardians, making the law even more confusing.

3TEROT: aRATST " AR Raverierar e 8, afsret et Rerererar & forw Frwegh
HfReTaF Y AraRTFHar A1 B, [T TE el K off #fda F= arer 8 AT B

What are the concerns being raised?

F1 RIaTT 351 51 WY 872

Legal obligations of guardians: Would legal guardians be held accountable for
decisions made on behalf of PwDs?

HfRTEHT At Frepeit frFAGRAT. T gt 31fATTERT S PwDs F faw e e faotat &
T seerRl sgrT Sen?

Conflicts with UNCRPD: How will the consent clause be implemented when
guardianship laws contradict UNCRPD’s principles?
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TEAT T3 1 HF w1y B sremr?
e Opting out of consent: Can a legal guardian refuse to provide consent for certain
online platforms?

TEATA F ATE Trvetst F1 e a1 FTopelt HFIEF F6 Jiaensa caewm@t F fAw
AT &7 W FABR HT AT &2

Concerns about personal data

SATFGId 32T ! A6 R

e Saksham's report highlights that to comply with Section 9(1), platforms would have to
ask two key questions:
o (i) Does the user have a disability?
o (ii) Does the user have a legal guardian?

HaTH Y Rale g2iielr § 7 &R 9(1) #T urelet a1 & AT, colehia &1 &Y Ageaqot
TR I F1In:

o (i) FAT 3TATFAT RAgFairar & 7T &2

o (i) FT SUANMFHAT HT HI$ FefA! HTAHTTF 872

o If the answer to question (i) is "yes" but (ii) is "no", the platform still has the
disability data with no reason to process it.

Ife oeaT (i) FT 36X g1 Afhe (ii) FT 3w "AE" &, A colchid & 9 6 8 Rverierar ser
TR, AT 38 THIDT FIA &1 HIE FROT AT 8191

o Data principals include guardians, so would guardians face legal penalties if they
misuse personal data?

a1 Rifver 7 sifdvsmass st enfirer §, o 7 ARk @ sxforaera S s eul T @ €, @t 3
FTefett &3 fArelam?

Accessibility barriers for PwDs

PwDs a:m%ﬁmqg?r#mﬂﬁr

e The Vidhi Centre for Legal Policy (2023) evaluated accessibility in India's 10 most
used apps.

fafe deT BiX oherer gifad (2023) A TR & 10 TIH SATET 39T fFT S arer oq $ir
Ugd T HodThe aT|

. ngtm, Swiggy, Zomato, and Flipkart scored low on accessibility.
Paytm, Swiggy, Zomato, HR Flipkart I 9g% & TR F# &

e Primary issue: Platforms are not designed for PwDs, limiting their digital
participation.
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Why the south of India is no longer
impervious to the saffron march

A case study of Kerala shows how the last frontier of Hindutva is being breached in the south. A new book edited by Nissim Mannathukkaren

examines the rise of Hindutva in relation to the State’s history, caste, culture, post-truth, ideology, gender, politics and the Indian national space

S Paper |: Histo

Ziya Us Salam

rajectories of north and south
Indian history have moved at
different levels. Unlike north
India, where history is often a
recollection of invasions and wars,
massacres and destruction, the south’s
has been more about accommodation,
assimilation and affirmation. As
recounted by historian Romila Thapar in
her landmark work, History of Early
India, “The Arabs settled permanently in
the coastal regions of the west and the
south from about the eighth and ninth
centuries. They were welcomed, given
land for trading stations and left free to
practise their religion, as had been the
convention with Christians earlier in
south India....Among the more interesting
aspects of Arab settlements along the
west coast is that each group adopted
some of the customary law, and even
some forms of worship, from the local
community with whom they had the
closest contact.” It is in stark contrast to
what happened in north India with the
invasion of Sindh by Mohammed bin
Qasim in 712 CE, and later the raids of
Mahmud of Ghazni.

The dichotomy continues to this day.
For instance, while north India has been
awash with resurgent Hindutva since the
time of the Ayodhya dispute, and the
consequent othering of fellow citizens of
other faiths, large tracts of south India
have consistently resisted the march of
Hindutva forces. In the general elections
last summer, the Bharatiya Janata Party
failed to gain even one seat in Tamil
Nadu, and won one seat in Kerala.

‘A real force’

But the limited electoral success does not
necessarily mean that the south is
impervious to the saffron march. Arguing
that Hindutva is a real force which needs

S Paper II: Electoral
Shift etical and

10 ‘oo acu S arco
empirical terms, journalist and writer
Nissim Mannathukkaren and several
other writers including Christophe
Jaffrelot, T.T. Sreekumar, Anil M.
Varughese, J. Devika and others

Lok Sabha elections, the BJP won one seat
in Kerala with actor-turned-politician
Suresh Gopi winning from Thrissur, while
the Congress-led United Democratic Front
bagged 18 of 20 Lok Sabha seats.

In Tel the BJP won four

the rise of Hindu nationalism in Kerala in
anew book, Hindu Nationalism in South
India (Routledge). Placing Kerala in the
context of south India, several essays
examine the rise of Hindutva in relation
to the State’s history, caste, culture,
post-truth, ideology, gender, politics and
the Indian national space.

“Hindu nationalism appears ‘more
confident, proud, brazen and belligerent
than ever before’,” Mannathukkaren
writes in the Introduction, quoting
Edward Anderson and Arkotong
Longkumer. But the expansion is not just
electoral, it is also socio-cultural, he says.
That is why despite the lack of
comparable electoral success in Kerala
and south India, “it is vital to map the
tectonic changes that are happening at a
discursive level across India,” he writes.
Mannathukkaren explains how despite
the absence of seats on the electoral
charts, the BJP’s vote share has been on
the upswing in Kerala, and
to a lesser extent in Tamil
Nadu.

“An electoral analysis of
the National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) and the BJP
in Kerala shows that they
increased the vote share
from 6.31% in 2009 to
10.83% in 2014, and further
10 15.20% in 2019. While the
increase in votes has not
been enough to win any
seats, the changes are very
important considering that
the Hindu population is
only around 55% in the
State,” he notes. In the 2024

SOUTH INDIA

parliamentary seats in 2019. In the 2023
Assembly Elections, it increased its vote
share from 6.9% (2018) to 13.90%, its total
votes from 14.43 lakh to 32.51 lakh and its
seats from one to eight. Effectively, every
seventh voter had bought the BJP’s
narrative of Hindu nationalism. The
saffron gains in the south are real, and
could in the foreseeable future, be
tangible too.

Surge in Karnataka

The most significant saffron gains have
been in Karnataka where the BJP made an
electoral breakthrough as early as 1991.
According to Mannathukkaren, “South
India as a whole cannot be generalised for
there are regional variations among
States, such as the significant
advancement of Hindutva in Karnataka.
But crucially, there are variations even
within States (thus, there are frontiers
within States); for example, in coastal
Karnataka, the BJP has
won all three seats since
2000. Unique
demographic and
sociocultural factors
gave rise to a virulent
Hindutva much before
many other places.”

But Kerala has drawn
alot of attention as it is
perceived as a Left
stronghold. Explains
Mannathukkaren,
“Arguably, no State in
India in recent times
has drawn the ire of
Hindutva groups as
much as Kerala. This

has been amplified by traditional media
as well as social media networks doing
the bidding for the Hindutva
dispensation. Thus, the Prime Minister
compares Kerala with Somalia (in terms
of development), prominent television
channels refer to the State as ‘Pakistan’,
WhatsApp forwards and Facebook posts
talk of Kerala’s ‘killing fields’ (of Hindutva
activists) and its ‘jihadi terror’
factories....”

Deep roots

A socio-cultural change is taking hold, as
Jaffrelot points out in his essay: “It
happens through a couple of processes:
firstly, the denigration of secularism,
religious figures wielding state power,
new laws targeting conversion, a ban on
beef, the Hinduisation of street/city
names, the rewriting of textbooks, etc.,
which give legitimacy to Hindu
nationalism, and secondly, the
previously-covert-but now-visible forms of
discrimination against religious
minorities.” While the rise of Hindutva
politics has touched almost every part of
the country, its roots go back all the way
to the time of Jawaharlal Nehru. As
Jaffrelot notes, “Nehru fought against all
forms of communalism (whether Hindu,
Muslim or Sikh), not against religion per
se...He never intended to separate politics
and religion....Nehru outlined his views
on the subject in 1961, when he said, ‘We
talk about a secular state in India. It is
perhaps not very easy even to find a good
word in Hindi for ‘secular” Some people
think it means something opposed to
religion. That obviously is not correct.
What it means is that it is a state which
honours all faiths equally and gives them
equal opportunities.”

Thus, it is critical to remember what
Nayantara Sahgal said: “We are not all
Hindus but we are all Hindustani,” from
Kerala to Kashmir.

Why the south of Indiais no longer impervious to the saffron
march
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AR FT TAIUT 3T HITAT I8 & Ui AT T8l @I

Historical Differences Between North and South India

3o 3R gfaror 3R & MaEs IR

North Indian history is marked by invasions, wars, and destruction, whereas South
Indian history has been about accommodation, assimilation, and affirmation.

I ARAT sfagra 7 3msravn, et 3R faamer 1 Soorw 31t g, STafe gftvor s
3Taer F TARS, ATAHTT e 3R FwRar . SR e s 8

Historian Romila Thapar notes that Arabs settled permanently in South Indiain the
8th-9th centuries, were welcomed, given land for trade, and allowed to practice their
religion freely.

sfieraaR AfAET 49X & 37AR, 3R 8dff-0df erared) # afévor sRa # FUrh w7 @ 79,
3eTehT T TR 31T, SATIR & T 81 &Y a1€, 3R 37¢ Taca T & rqa &3 7 dreled
FT Y IgAf & TS|

This contrasts sharply with North India, where Mohammed bin Qasim’s invasion of
Sindh in 712 CE and Mahmud of Ghazni’s raids led to conflict and destruction.

I8 X AR W fregrer 3raer ar, el 712 $et 7 Aigewg e w1 a1 R o smwaror
3R FEHg FTorelt & gA WO 3 Fewer 7 HROT A

Current Political Landscape

TAAT ST fad TRERT

North India has been experiencing a rise in Hindutva since the Ayodhya dispute,
leading to the marginalization of non-Hindus.

3 AR 3 3rvean Rare & a1g @ fégea i ot a1 g5 &, foraw IR-Rgat w1 e w
STt a3 &

South India has largely resisted Hindutva forces, with BJP failing to secure seats in
several states.

gTRIOT IR o fégea 1 Al &1 R fa B, 3K dierdY w8 Tt # € Shaw # srawe
W@

In the 2019 General Elections, BJP won only one seat in Kerala and none in Tamil
Nadu.

2019 & 3T garal A, S o I H Ak v e Sl 3N affraang & 918 de a3
e |

Hindutva’s Growing Influence in South India

gfaroT s A féqea 1 Sgar yerra
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o Journalist Nissim Mannathukkaren and other scholars, including Christophe Jaffrelot,
T.T. Sreekumar, Anil M. Varughese, and J. Devika, analyze Hindutva's rise in Kerala
in their book "Hindu Nationalism in South India".

T fAfeaer FengaaRe 3R 377 faear, 5id frrers shetate, .. shgar, sfaa
T, 3O AR S AT, A 39l gEa " R Avfaew 3o a3y AT A v 7 fRgew
&F 3¢ FT AevoT fham g1

e Mannathukkaren argues that while Hindutva's electoral success is limited, its social
and cultural impact is growing.

HATGFHNEA T cIh ¢ Toh gTeAlieh Teged Y Gaaral AberdT HAT &, Afker swar annfas
3R wiEpfas waa 95 W@

« BJP’s vote share in Kerala has steadily increased:
o 2009: 6.31%
o 2014:10.83%
o 2019: 15.20%
dSdt FT FTer # 9T R TR T &
o 2009: 6.31%
o 2014:10.83%
o 2019: 15.20%
¢ Inthe 2024 Lok Sabha elections, BJP won one seat in Kerala (actor-politician Suresh
Gopi from Thrissur), while the Congress-led UDF won 18 out of 20 seats.

2024 & SHHHT FoAral &, Sl o Fer 7 T We St Grifarar-TsieiicrT grer adt 3
R & S a1fdrer ), STafer FEME-Aqea are UDF & 20 7 & 18 HiE S|

BJP’s Rise in Telangana
derereT & derdY &1 357
e 2019 General Elections: BJP won four parliamentary seats in Telangana.
2019 F 3TH FeATal 3 ol o AT F AR AFaem WS et
e 2023 Assembly Elections:
o BJP’s vote share increased from 6.9% (2018) to 13.90%.

o BJP’s total votes grew from 14.43 lakh to 32.51 lakh.
o BJP’s seats increased from one to eight.

2023 ¥ faeerqe gomar
o SIoidl T dle IR 6.9% (2018) & TG 13.90% &Y Ir4T|
o FordIC 14.43 @ F 9gHT 32.51 AT &1 T

o HICh Fr A& TF F TgHT TS & M5 |
o Every seventh voter in Telangana now supports BJP’s Hindu nationalist narrative.

el # §X WIadT AGETT 3T fordt & g UeeardY TieHor T g I

The Social and Cultural Expansion of Hindutva
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fgea &1 annfas 3R wiepfas fear

e Hindutvain South India is not just about electoral politics; it is influencing caste,
culture, and ideological discourses.

afeor s #F fRigea it gardh Trerhifer e wfdra ai¢t &, afew e nfay, wepfar sl
framem &t o genfad = @I R

e BJP’s increasing vote share in Kerala and Tamil Nadu suggests a slow but steady
ideological shift.

e 3R affrererg & St & Fed dle AT A o o § o FarRen agera oR-4R 8 e
gl

e Social and religious festivals are being used as platforms to promote Hindutva.

FraTTor 3R e =Rt &7 Rigea & war & v s9ier R ST e &)

Conclusion: The Future of Hindutva in South India
farse: gfaror s & fRqea 1 sifasa

e While South India has historically resisted Hindutva, the BJP’s growing influence
in states like Kerala, Telangana, and Tamil Nadu signals a changing political
landscape.

gTeifer afaror oTe «F e w7 & figea & e fram 8, Aifeet aer, defeme sic
dffrearg % Tt # ferdt F Fed gerra @ gaT T § 7 Ueredifas aReed aga @

o BJP’s electoral gains remain limited, but its social and ideological expansion is
significant.

srordt T gordt aga A ¢, dfhe sHe wmnfars 3 daRe Rvar wgaqor 8

e Inthe coming years, Hindutva forces may gain more tangible success in South
India through persistent ideological and cultural engagement.

37TeY arer it 3, Rigea i Arhd afaTor R A 3T TaTaRTeN Hhere FIfAe FX THe &,
GrE duRe AR wEHias =R & Aead d

Surge in Karnataka
el H HIET TgT T SHR

o Karnataka has seen the most significant Hindutva gains in South India, with BJP
making an electoral breakthrough as early as 1991.

FeATeH IaTvl R H FaW Heeaqor Rged Jefer 7 a7a1g @1 8, 5761 Aardt ¥ 1991 F &
ATl Fhelcll gTrAe HT o Y|

e Nissim Mannathukkaren states that South India cannot be generalized, as there are
regional variations.
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Tfeas AsTyFFRaT Fed § 3 X ZfRI0T R FY U GATT A AT AT Tehell, FHRF T
& feerand §|

e Even within Karnataka, there are variations:
o In coastal Karnataka, BJP has won all three seats since 2000.
o Unique demographic and socio-cultural factors have led to an early rise of
aggressive Hindutva.

Faitesd F Niaw s Heaaw §

o daT Fettew &, Mot 2000 F FemAR At @E AT W R

o faflrse Swifahra sk grfos-aregias R - I8l fRgea & mwes 30R
! Fgrar fear|

Hindutva’s Focus on Kerala
I W fegea 1 plwd

o Keralais perceived as a Left stronghold, making it a key target for Hindutva forces.
el I FTHGY HT G AT AT &, TS0 I8 Rgea afFazi & e v wog@ @& o araw
gl

e Mannathukkaren explains that no state in India has faced as much Hindutva
hostility as Kerala.
HATLFHRA ST & T 8- # I 37 TsT HIol Srere fegea e 1 R 7€t gam|
e Media and social media narratives have fueled this perception:
o PM Modi compared Kerala to Somalia in terms of development.
o TV channels referred to Kerala as ‘Pakistan’.
o WhatsApp forwards and Facebook posts labeled Kerala as a hub of "jihadi
terror" and "Hindutva activist killings".

#Afgar 3 Aerer AT A 59 4ROM F ToE@T =T

o WETAHA! AN A FTel AT JoraaT WATTAAT F AT (A1 o Feey #)|

o &Y Atelt A T Y "IIfFHEAT FET|

o TFICHTY BREs AR $ATH NECH & el 1 " frgrd sras 3R " Rgea Frdwarat
&Y §IT FT g FATIT T

Deep Roots of Hindutva’s Expansion

fgea & Rvar fr gl o3

o Christophe Jaffrelot identifies two main processes driving Hindutva'’s rise:
. R Steeie & Riged & TR & & 7&T FROT 1T
e Denigration of secularism:

o Religious figures in state power.
o New laws targeting conversion and beef bans.
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o Hinduisation of city and street names.
o Textbook rewriting to support Hindu nationalism.

HHATARIETAT T FTAT:
o T A3 FT AT TaAT A HATAT|
o o3 aRaeer R Feg il it o wfaae
o g IR wSHT & A figEor i AR T
o g rsgarg 1 9gmar & F fAT ureAEaH! FT JAAE |

Previously hidden discrimination against minorities is now openly visible.

ger T g3 4T AT T AR WHA 3T & ¥

Historical Context of Hindutva’s Rise

e & 357 71 Maefes waot

Jaffrelot traces Hindutva’'s expansion back to Nehru’s era.
Setere figea & faFdR 1 Ag® & 9T T 99 & A1 3|

Nehru fought against all forms of communalism (Hindu, Muslim, Sikh) but did not
intend to separate politics and religion entirely.

AgE @ Wt g R & wiverRwar (Rg, Afaw, Rw) & Bare gad fr, dfa veehfa
31 &3 Y T G 37T FIA FT 36527 A 1@

In 1961, Nehru explained secularism in India:

1961 F ATE o AR A YA AIY&TdT F FHASAT:

o "A secular state is not opposed to religion. It honors all faiths equally and
gives them equal opportunities.”

o "UH gHfATIET TT 4 & e & 71t @an| T g At M FHAT FFEAF AT R

3R 37 FATT HTET YT HIT B
Writer Nayantara Sahgal’s quote summarizes India's pluralism:
o "We are not all Hindus, but we are all Hindustani."

AT AITART T & HFTAR R T fafaerdr 1 aw:
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GS Paper I: Geography

Visual: This is a limestone rock formation in the White Desert National Park in Egypt. What
are such rocks, which are faceted by sand and ice crystals carried in wind, called? CReDIT:
PUBLIC DOMAIN

Ventifacts: Wind-Sculpted Rock Formations

e Ventifacts are rocks that have been shaped, polished, or faceted by the
abrasive action of wind-driven particles such as sand or ice crystals. These
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natural formations are predominantly found in arid regions where strong winds
and loose sediments prevail.

o dfethacy 3 AT g1 & S §AT GART 31T 7T HUT 51 ¥ AT 90 & Fohee el hr asor
fSham & TR, T I THHER Bl © | A HTehicieh HXTATE HETCT: Yoeh &¥=1 &
7S STl & T8 et gaTd 31X &re 31adre vafard ald &

Formation Process

foraTor e

e Abrasion by Wind-Driven Particles: In desert environments, minimal
vegetation allows winds to carry sand particles at high velocities. When these
particles collide with rock surfaces, they erode the rock through a process
called abrasion, gradually wearing it down and creating smooth, polished
facets.

o BT G@RT HUI HT T¥or: IIAEATT aTATaROT H, FFTAH TA€qT gar3il &1 3= a1l
U YT UM T o STeT T ITAT Sl 8| 5T A 0T Aol Telgl A THA ©, ol I T§0T
TS UThaT o ATETH T A i &fior i &, eiR-EIR 38 formet e, diforer
Helg Fo1 ¢

e Role of Wind Direction: Consistent wind patterns cause erosion on specific

sides of rocks, leading to the development of distinct facets aligned with
prevailing wind directions.

o gar r fem Y AT HATAT gar & Aeet Aelt & Tafse gail o 39Tt & HRoT
Se1d &, forad 9@ gar i feim3it & @y e fafrse dcgt #r fashr giar g

Types of Ventifacts

dfethaed & IR

o Einkanters: Rocks with a single polished facet.
« Einkanters: Tehel iforel Tdg dTel AT
o Zweikanters: Rocks featuring two polished facets.

« Zweikanters: &I gifoler Idar arel el |

o Dreikanters: Rocks possessing three polished facets that converge at sharp
edges.

« Dreikanters: del GIferl Adgr arel AT ST g fFFaART W B £l

e These classifications are derived from German terms: "ein" meaning one,
"zwei" meaning two, and "drei" meaning three.
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3 gafferyoT STaTeT Qregt & forw a1 € "ein” &1 37 Ue, "zwei" &7 T @, 3T "drei”
&1 37T AT BT B

Notable Examples

oW T 3&T8I0T

White Desert National Park, Egypt: This park is renowned for its ventifacts,
including mushroom-shaped rock formations sculpted by wind-driven sand.

TRIZT 3¢ AAAA 9T, fAW: Ig Ireh 319t dfiethercy & forw uffiey &, fora# gar

GART AT FUEH & HTHR T el TGS AT 2|

Ventifact Ridge, Death Valley, USA: A ridge in Death Valley covered with
numerous ventifacts, showcasing the erosive power of wind in desert
landscapes.

dfethare Rer, 39 &R, Juaw: 37 &0 # Uw Rt St S dfethees & a1 g3m &, St
YarEdrel aReeat # gar i 3T e i eeiiar &

Significance

Hgcd

Paleo-Wind Indicators: Ventifacts serve as historical records of wind patterns.
The orientation of their facets can reveal the direction and intensity of ancient
winds.

greeT gaT & Thas: dfethecd gar & Yoot & Ui Rars & 7 & FF
&1 3TehT gl T TIWUT UTieT gar3it &1 g2 3R iaar & Wehe T HeohaT B

Martian Ventifacts: Similar formations have been identified on Mars, providing
insights into the planet's atmospheric conditions. Notably, some Martian
ventifacts have caused damage to rover equipment, highlighting their
sharpness and the erosive processes on Mars.

HITS qE F ATChacH: HHAT HIUATT HITel I IgleA 318 &, ST 75 T argHAsT
fEfat # 37cefse yere il 1 fay &9 &, Fo Herel dfetheed o U
3YFIOI T hET qguleu &, ST 3oTehT I&UTAT 3R HITST IR 379t UihaT3it &r
cRIfar g
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(GS Paper I1: Polity, Governance, and International Relations)

1. South will not lose LS seats on delimitation, says Shah

SfaYoT TR 3r9<Y NFaHT WE IRAAT A AT e, ang a Far

2. Govt. questions petitions in apex court for lifetime ban on
convicted politicians

TAIER o SIET TSTAdIAT I 3TSiaeT Ifaaer oermet &y I3t a1
HdTel 331T

3.Trump’s Russia-Ukraine policy hangs over EU-India talks
€9 Y TH-Fohet sl of ORI FE-3R arat 1 wenfae fFam

4. Two Board exams aimed to provide a chance to improve
performance: CBSE Chair

ar &S qdiaTTe yeele YR FT HTH YerT Fa & faw: diews
et
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South will not lose LS seats
on delimitation, says Shah

Home Minister says PM has ensured no seat is going to be cut on a pro rata basis; DMK’s A. Raja

terms the stance ‘confusing; asking if pro rata is based on population or existing number of seats

GS Paper ll:
|Parliamentary

JRepresentation

outhern States will
Snot be affected by

the delimitation ex-
ercise, as Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has en-
sured that not a single Lok
Sabha seat is going to be
“reduced on a pro rata ba-
sis”, Union Home Minister
Amit Shah said on Wednes-
day. He said the southern
States would get their
rightful share if the num-
ber of Lok Sabha seats
were to be increased.

Mr. Shah was attempt-
ing to dismiss the concerns
raised by Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister M.K. Stalin, who
recently warned that the
State could lose eight Lok
Sabha seats on delimita-
tion if it is based on popula-
tion changes recorded in
the Census. Mr. Stalin has

g 8 l |\

. .

Union Home Minister Amit Shah during the inauguration of the new
office building of the BJP in Coimbatore on Wednesday. M. PERIASAMY

called for an all-party
meeting on March 5, claim-
ing that the State’s success-
ful implementation of fa-
mily planning policies has
now placed it at a disad-
vantage in terms of electo-
ral representation.
Speaking at the inaugu-
ration of new buildings for
BJP offices in Coimbatore,
Ramanathapuram, and Ti-

ruvannamalai districts, Mr.
Shah reiterated the assu-
rance given by Mr. Modi in
Parliament that the south-
ern States would not lose a
single seat to delimitation.
However, the DMK said
the Union Home Minister’s
assurance was “confus-
ing”. DMK MP A. Raja told
presspersons that the key
question had not been an-

swered. “There is no clear
answer to the question of
whether the pro rata basis
will be on the basis of the
existing number of consti-
tuencies or the popula-
tion,” he said. Tamil Nadu
should not be punished for
achieving population con-
trol, Mr. Raja said.

Mr. Stalin’s stand is that
delimitation based on pop-
ulation is not acceptable,
Mr. Raja said.

“We are not just against
the reduction of seats. It is
an injustice even if they re-
tain our existing seats and
increase seats for north In-
dian States on the basis of
population. Pro rata basis
should be based on the
1971 census and the exist-
ing number of MPs,” the
DMK leader said.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

South will not lose LS seats on delimitation, says Shah

STEIOT AR 319+ NHFHT HiE IRHNAT 7 AT @I, g 7 Fgr

Southern States will not be affected by the delimitation exercise, as
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has ensured that not a single Lok
Sabha seat is going to be reduced on a pro rata basis, said Union
Home Minister Amit Shah.

gfaroft s g ufthar & wenfaa € &ie, Fifer weressi g MY 2
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giafRae fham & & 93+ diewwsi die 1 9 [T TR 9 ¢ gerT S,
FART 78 F AT aE F T

Shah stated that southern States would get their rightful share if the number of Lok
Sabha seats were to be increased.

QITE o7 gl [ 39T ARaeT Hel & T&IT 9818 FATCT §, oY ST T=at 1 39T 3T
fewar A

Shah dismissed concerns raised by Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin, who
warned that the State could lose eight Lok Sabha seats if delimitation is based on
population changes recorded in the Census.

AE = ATATATS F HEIHA TH.F. T GaRT 3018 18 FAA3HT bt Wikt o, Toegier
IdTaer &1 &t i afe Sewear aRadat & 3TUR W IR # T fohar ST §, df I5T TS
AFTHT HE WY ThelT & |

Stalin has called for an all-party meeting on March 5, stating that Tamil Nadu's

successful family planning policies have placed it at a disadvantage in electoral
representation.

TS A 5 AT Y FAGAT d5F JoTlS g, a‘s’mmﬁgu%dmmmg Fr gho IRaER
faratsrer Aiferat 2 38 gard gfafaftea 7 qaame & st e gl
Speaking at the inauguration of BJP offices in Coimbatore, Ramanathapuram, and

Tiruvannamalai districts, Shah reiterated Modi’s assurance in Parliament that
southern States would not lose a single seat to delimitation.

FIIAEI, THATTA 3R favawararers fSrall 21 sorar Hraterdl & eHres W steld g7, ATE
T HHE A AXEY & HTFTHA T GIgT foh gfayolt T=at o IRHAHAT & HROT U &Y dre 787
Gielt g9 |

DMK found Shah's assurance confusing. DMK MP A. Raja stated that the key

guestion remains unanswered: whether pro rata basis will be based on existing
constituencies or population.

SITHF o AME F ARATHA Y HIAT FI T TarT| FTAF WA T. [T A gl foh 7&T
SR ohT 3T g1 e 1T 8 T WY I0eT AR AiSper faaferer &t ar serdear o 3menrid
gram?

Tamil Nadu should not be punished for achieving population control, said Raja.
AR T FAHEAT FAGTOT 1o et o forw &fa et fama Sirerm anfw, e & e
Stalin’s stand is that delimitation based on population is not acceptable, said Raja.
TeIfae &1 3@ ¢ o FTTHET & ATUR T IREFAT THT AET &, TSI o gl

DMK opposes not only the reduction of seats but also any increase in seats for
northern States based on population.

Breas Rrds Whel o aalt a7 & R 78 o T8, o ST & TR 9 37 STeher
Tt & forw wiel # qafly a7 of R e @ |
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e Pro rata basis should be based on the 1971 Census and the existing number of MPs,

said Raja.
WY IMET TR 1971 FY FA0TAT IR AT Hiwal FT FEAT T IR glel TR, W o
e

Govt. questions petitions in
apex court for lifetime ban
on convicted politicians

|GS Paper Il: RPA |

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Centre has ques-
tioned the logic behind
the demand for a lifetime
ban on convicted politi-
cians from contesting elec-
tions or being nominated
to Parliament or State
legislatures.

It said that prison sen-
tences or punishments un-
der penal law are for a
specific period, say a few
years, after which convicts
regain their rights and are
prompted to  rejoin
society.

The Centre was res-
ponding to pleas, includ-
ing one by advocate A.K.
Upadhyay, seeking a life-
time ban on convicted pol-
iticians from contesting
elections.

It had filed a similar affi-
davit in December 2020,
maintaining that disquali-
fication under Section 8 of

f B - - L
The Centre reasoned that penal
punishments largely tend to be
finite in quantum and time.

the Representation of the
People Act of 1951 for the
period of prison sentence
and six years thereafter
was enough punishment
for errant or criminal le-
gislators. But, on February
10, the top court said there
was an apparent conflict
of interest if people found
guilty of breaking the law
return as lawmakers.
“Once convicted, how
can people come back to
Parliament and legisla-

tures? There is an appa-
rent conflict of interest,”
Justice Dipankar Datta,
heading a Bench compris-
ing Justice Manmohan,
had observed.

‘Unduly harsh’

In its latest affidavit filed
on February 24, the
Centre reasoned that pe-
nal laws impose a restric-
tion on freedoms and
rights of persons only for a
specific period, that is, the
time of prison sentence.
These restrictions cease to
operate  automatically.
The Centre indicated that
banning a person, who
has served his time in jail
for an offence, from con-
testing elections or re-en-
tering politics for life
would be unduly harsh,
disproportionate and
excessive.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

Govt. questions petitions in
apex court for lifetime ban on
convicted politicians

IR o St I3 9T
IR IGELRCRIGK IR NEE K]
9 HdTd 33T

The Centre has questioned the
logic behind the demand for a
lifetime ban on convicted
politicians from contesting
elections or being nominated to
Parliament or State legislatures.

Fg TER o TG T3 A1 690 IR
T AUzl # AHAfRT g1 @ andr
TSAAATHT 9T 31Tt gfaeaer aems $ir
dhEIAdT I HaT 36147 g

o It said that prison sentences or punishments under penal law are for a specific
period, after which convicts regain their rights and are encouraged to rejoin society.

TER o Fgl o e A 1 I7 &3 Wiea1 & dga &Y 18 G0 v ARaa 3rafer & faw g
g, oo a1g QYR &1 377 TSR arag e J1d § 3R 3¢ a7 # R @ afRa g &
fore greanfea foram Srar g

e The Centre was responding to pleas, including one by advocate A.K. Upadhyay,
seeking a lifetime ban on convicted politicians from contesting elections.

&g WFR & UZ91he TF. ST Gigd s At 9T gfafsar &, 3t andt teaanit w

JrSftaer gfaaer ot AT & JaT |

e It had filed a similar affidavit in December 2020, maintaining that disqualification
under Section 8 of the Representation of the People Act, 1951 for the period of
prison sentence and six years thereafter was enough punishment.
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THR o EHaRX 2020 A T HHTT gABATHT STAR [haT 24T, T gH &gl 17 247 7 1951 &
Sevfafaftes sfafags £ arT 8 & dgd Fg Y w31k 39F 91g F o7 aut & v
IATIAT & TATTT €3 B

On February 10, the Supreme Court observed that there was an apparent conflict of
interest if people found guilty of breaking the law return as lawmakers.

10 Sa T A HIE 7 gl fob Ffe Fiefe drgar & St are arw &y 7ohe & faemars ar
|iwE SoId ¢, af Ig FIse ol T T g

Justice Dipankar Datta, heading a Bench comprising Justice Manmohan,
guestioned, “Once convicted, how can people come back to Parliament and
legislatures?”

FTft ErTRT &, S F AT HeTAget T WS T HETRTAT X T B, A YO, " T a%
Tt SET ST F a1g olter Y @ W IR Reeesd F ¥ 3w a2

‘Unduly harsh’
‘HART T { FoT

In its latest affidavit filed on February 24, the Centre reasoned that penal laws
impose restrictions on freedoms and rights only for a specific period, i.e., the time of
prison sentence.

24 TN Y G A FAAAH FABATA H, Fgr TFR o cleh AT o &3 Fe[ vl Th
fARaa 3raf®, Il S &r Form & 3rafer a6 Faaaan i FIRFHERT ) wfaeer o §
These restrictions cease to operate automatically after the sentence is completed.
¥ wfaaer wa g 819 & a1e Faa: §ATCA 81 1A ¢

The Centre indicated that banning a person, who has served his time in jail, from

contesting elections or re-entering politics for life would be unduly harsh,
disproportionate, and excessive.

&g TFR = Tohd T i el caferd &1, foreet sraeit @< g ¢ oft §, 3msfiaet Toma
S AT T 3 BT & T3 % & Vbl IR T & FoR, Irde1a 3R 3reafra grem|
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Suhasini Haidar
MADRID/NEW DELHI

Stung by the shifts in U.S.
foreign policy, particularly
on the Russia-Ukraine con-
flict, the two-day visit by
the President of the Euro-
pean Commission (EU), Ur-
sula von der Leyen, and 2I
EU Commissioners begin-
ning Thursday will send
the message that Europe is
shoring up other partners,
including India, as much as
they focus on the task of re-
setting EU-India ties.

The College of Commis-
sioners’ travel is “unprece-
dented”, a EU statement
said, as they have never
travelled to any country in
such strength before. Ac-
cording to EU officials who
briefed European and In-
dia media this week, the vi-
sit has been planned for
some months, and was an-
nounced by Ms. von der
Leyen at Davos on January
21. The policy changes
wrought by U.S. President

Donald Trump since then
hang over the meetings in
Delhi.

“A new push for greater
cooperation, to be clear,
was already identified and
planned quite a while ago,”
an EU official said, adding:
“But the timing of this visit
is, of course, particularly
interesting given the global
developments that we are
facing.”

The European delega-
tion comes just after the
third anniversary of Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine,
which was marked by a
moment of solidarity with
the Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, and
the presence of more than
a dozen European and
Western leaders, including
Ms. von der Leyen, in Kyiv
for commemorative cere-
monies. The EU also im-
posed a 16th round of sanc-
tions on Russia, even as the
U.S. broke with it at the Un-
ited Nations by voting with
Russia against an EU reso-

o
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European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen along with
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy at a security summit. AP

lution calling for the with-
drawal of Russian troops
from Ukraine.

Their meetings with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and many members
of the Union Cabinet will
coincide with Mr. Zelen-
skyy’s travel to Washington
to sign a “mineral deal”
and discuss a Russia-Uk-
raine ceasefire proposal
with Mr. Trump, seen as a
significant climbdown by
the Ukrainian President,
even after Mr. Trump

called him a “dictator”
with “4% approval rat-
ings”. The EU visit to Delhi
will also come days before
an extraordinary Euro-
pean summit on March 6.
“One specific point that
I expect President Leyen to
raise in the context of that
conversation is not just our
support for Ukraine, but al-
so our sanctions that we
are maintaining on Rus-
sia,” the EU official said, in-
dicating that despite the
setback from the U.S’s U-

turn, the EU would conti-
nue “intensifying enforce-
ment of its sanctions
against Moscow”.

New Delhi, which has
rejected all  sanctions
against Russia thus far, and
increased its oil imports
from the Russian Ural mul-
ti-fold since 2022, is unlike-
ly to change its position, es-
pecially in the revised
circumstances.

The substance of the vi-
sit, then, will come from a
restart in EU-India rela-
tions that have been some-
what cast in the shade over
the Ukraine conflict. There
has been no EU-India an-
nual summit since 2020,
although they held a ‘Lead-
er’s Summit’ in 2021, and
are now preparing for a
summit later in 2025.

Despite relaunching the
long-pending EU-India Bi-
lateral Trade and Invest-
ment Agreement (BTIA)
talks in 2022, the two sides
have not made much head-
way over tariff issues on

cars, wine and spirits, and
on non-tariff barriers, offi-
cials conceded, and will
hope for a political push
during the Delhi visit
ahead of the next round of
trade talks on March 10-14
in Brussels.

The visit will begin with
a meeting of the Trade and
Technology Council (TTC),
which is expected to work
on aligning Al policies as
well as cooperation on
semiconductors, quantum
computing, and green
technology areas. This will
be followed by bilateral
meetings between EU
Commissioners and Indian
Ministers, a plenary with
Mr. Modi, Ms. von der
Leyen and their Cabinets,
as well as meetings with
key Indian industry lead-
ers. The two sides are ex-
pected to hold broad dis-
cussions on updating the
EU-India Strategic Road-
map (2020-2025), includ-
ing cooperation in the
Indo-Pacific.

Trump’s Russia-Ukraine policy hangs over EU-India talks

<9 Y TH-Fehet Ay o U Fer-31e arat St wenfae fFam
EU’s Strategic Visit to India
HI Y ITAT X IS § FT O Fad

e European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen and 21 EU Commissioners
are on a two-day visit to India from Thursday.

U ST Y IreeT Yl atet T AAT 3R 21 FUNT T & HYFT TEaR F HRA AT
ar el AT W |

e The visit signals that Europe is seeking stronger partnerships, including with India,
amidst uncertainty in U.S. foreign policy on Russia-Ukraine conflict.

Ig AT GATCH ¢ 7o JOT AR Y T-Fhet Aty H agara F i 7R Afed 37
HTINGRT Y AT FIAT TTET & |
e EU officials described the visit as “unprecedented”, as no EU delegation has ever

traveled to a country in such strength.

TR g & FfRFRET & 38 AT A IS AT, FATTh FHA UG Sel=it a5 HEAT H

§g wfafaftarser et oft Ser & amm o a7t |
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Impact of U.S. Policy on EU’s India Ties
AR A 1 T F-aRa weut 91 g

The visit follows the third anniversary of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, marked by
solidarity events with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy.

TE ITAT T G@RT PoheT IR HTHAVT Y et a5 & 16 81 T 8, Fordr Lot Trogufer
FATRIAT Feiehr & W1y vl FRIFAT garT e frar arm|

The EU imposed its 16th round of sanctions on Russia, while the U.S. voted
against an EU-backed UN resolution calling for Russia’s troop withdrawal.

T w7 A 7 W 169 SR & wfaaer aeme, safe 3w & v & st A arad 6
HITT a1 aTel § FATAT YT Tog T & @ FdemT |

PM Modi’s meetings with EU officials will coincide with Zelenskyy’s Washington

visit, where he will discuss a Russia-Ukraine ceasefire proposal with Donald Trump.

Ty W & rftraTREt & wrer wererssh 7Y A dok 9 giel ST greiehr arfliares 7 €9
& WY TH-Fehel JEUTATH JFTd T =l H3aT |

The EU will push for continued sanctions on Russia, despite the U.S. stepping
back from supporting them.

T FE w91 gfaaer S @a & o SR 3am, o7er g AR F 3w IS g
" A el

India’s Position on Russia
T QU AR ST 9

India has rejected all Western sanctions on Russia and increased its oil imports
from Russia since 2022.

AR o T W ol g yfaeul ) sredier &3 fear € 31K 2022 @ &7 @ oo I &
T ArE

Given the current global dynamics, India is unlikely to change its stance on Russia.

mmqﬁﬁaﬁﬁﬁmg,mmﬁﬂmﬁ#mmﬁﬁmaﬁ
@d|

EU-India Relations: Key Issues and Trade Talks

EU-India relations have been strained due to Ukraine conflict, with no annual
summit since 2020.

et T & FHROT FANT F-9RT Faer yanfara go &, 3R 2020 & a1g 1§ a1 Rrax
HFAE eI G3T|
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The last EU-India Leader’s Summit was held in 2021, and a new summit is planned
for 2025.

TR JUT FO-S1R A3 71 R FFAA 2021 # gam 1, 3R 2025 # 713 Ry
TFAT AT 8ot Y Foret B

The EU-India Bilateral Trade and Investment Agreement (BTIA) talks, revived in
2022, have not made much progress due to tariff issues on cars, wine, and spirits.

[N F-0R EfaaadiT sarar i forder aarstar (BTIA) 2022 # GoT: 9w g3, Afdhat
FR, IR AR 3T IeATET T Yo HEAT F HROT SA1eT Yorfay 7481 g5

The next round of trade talks will be held in Brussels from March 10-14, and the EU
hopes for a political push during the Delhi visit.

SATIR T FT 379TelT &R §8eH # 10-14 AT & dfiwr ghem, 3R O Je et amr &
aRre Terehfas aade 6 3FE FT W@ R

Trade and Technology Council (TTC) Meeting
R 3R wiggifar afiwg (T7C) do&

The visit will begin with a TTC meeting, focusing on:
o Aligning Al policies.
o Cooperation on semiconductors and quantum computing.
o Green technology collaborations.

Ig AT TTC d5% § Y& Bf, Fae e &9 § == gram:

o T3S AfaaT 1 ARG A W)

o WHiFsTR AR FacH FYRET F wEAhT W

o gRa v wgahr W
Bilateral meetings will be held between EU Commissioners and Indian Ministers.
T W F g 3R SR AT F d gfRvahr doF gl
A plenary session with PM Modi and Ursula von der Leyen will be held.
weTeHE AEY AR 3P afet ST AT & [y qot 7 IS g

Discussions will focus on updating the EU-India Strategic Roadmap (2020-2025),
including Indo-Pacific cooperation.

T AR §Y-RA WTsifae ASAT (2020-2025) FI 33T FT=t 3R get-fafer wgahr
O higa gref|

Conclusion: Strengthening EU-India Ties Amid Global Shifts
st dRgs TRadal & fia T Fo-9RaT daut F JAeg FE

EU’s visit to India is a strategic move to diversify its alliances amid uncertainties in
U.S. foreign policy.
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T F FY HRA AT TF 0TI FHEH 8, it AR fager Aifa F srfafRaaansit &

T 379 Tl FY RARYTar 3 &7 99 X @I

o Despite India’s neutrality on Russia, the EU will push for cooperation in trade,
technology, and strategic affairs.

I AR T & ufey deey §, Afdhet TUder Fer samam, sitefad sk wrehfas ame
# "R Y Ier4T 31|

e Trade negotiations and strategic roadmap updates will be key outcomes of the visit.

3 AT & {ET IROMT AR a1t AR wrehifas AsAq 3rase gt

Two Board exams aimed to
provide a chance to improve
performance: CBSE Chair

[GS Paper II: Education Sector |

Maitri Porecha
NEW DELHI

On the draft proposal of
conducting Board exams
twice a year, Central Board
of Secondary Education
(CBSE) Chairperson Rahul
Singh said on Wednesday
that its salient feature is the
continuance of the current
scheme of examination
while providing an oppor-
tunity to appear in a se-
cond examination in as
many subjects as the stu-
dent desires.

“This is aimed to pro-
vide another opportunity
for students to improve
their performance,” Mr.
Singh said. The draft policy
for the conduct of two
Board examinations in
Class 10 has been issued by
the CBSE as per the recom-
mendations of the National
Education Policy, 2020.

While the first phase of
the exam is slated to be
held from February 17 to
March 6, the second phase
will be from May 5 to 20.

‘No change in subjects’
Mr. Singh’s response
comes after Punjab’s Edu-

T

The first phase of the Board
exam is slated to be held from
February 17 to March 6.

cation Minister Harjot
Bains asked why the Punja-
bi language was not being
included in the draft poli-
cy.
CBSE officials clarified
that there was no change in
subjects offered, and the
list of languages published
in the draft policy was
indicative.

“Presently, the Board
offers 16 academic sub-
jects, 23 skill subjects, and
45 languages in Classes 9
and 10. Students may offer
any two languages and
three elective subjects
from the list of academic
subjects. In addition, stu-
dents can also offer any

skill subject as the sixth
subject and one more lan-
guage as the seventh sub-
ject. Accordingly, a student
can offer a maximum of se-
ven subjects in Class 10,”
he further said.

“This scheme of sub-
jects and the choices shall
remain unchanged for the
2026 Board examinations
as well. Thus, the same set
of academic subjects, lan-
guages, and skill subjects
shall continue for the 2026
Board examinations,” Mr.
Singh added.

The candidates with
special needs will also con-
tinue to avail themselves of
the same facilities as ex-
tended presently. Similar-
ly, any relaxation extended
to any institution presently
shall continue, the CBSE
has further clarified.

“With the feedback re-
ceived from stakeholders
and the public, the scheme
shall be further refined. Ac-
cordingly, all interested
stakeholders are encour-
aged to furnish their feed-
back on the CBSE website
within the schedule speci-
fied therein,” Mr. Singh
said.

Two Board exams
aimed to provide a
chance to improve
performance: CBSE
Chair

&l &5 T1eTIe gereier
FURA FT HGAT T&ToT
Fl & faw: s

et

Introduction of Two Board
Exams

ar <YS wdiamait $r e

+On the draft proposal of
conducting Board exams twice a
year, CBSE Chairperson Rahul
Singh stated that the current
scheme of examination will
continue, while allowing students to
appear for a second examination in
as many subjects as they desire.

NS qHETT a¥ 7 &Y IR F & FHlar

mﬁw,wﬁa"lwésmrﬁrlgaﬁ?ﬁ

gl for ad#ATeT gdYat gomelY ST T,
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The main objective is to provide another opportunity for students to improve their
performance.

FUHT HET 3642 O 1 IHYAT G2 JURA FT Tk A AT JeTal FI&1 ¢ |

The draft policy for two Board exams in Class 10 has been issued as per the
recommendations of the National Education Policy, 2020.

gudt e A QY a1 gdiaTat & forw #wler Afa wsdr Raw A, 2020 Fr @orivad &
3THR SIRY &7 978 & |

Exam Schedule for 2026
2026 F forw qdiair FEHH

The first phase of the exam is scheduled from February 17 to March 6.

g TOT FT G8TT 17 BIa F 6 AT dos Ao $r e

The second phase will be conducted from May 5 to May 20.

G AT 5 AS { 20 A b AT foham STeam|

Clarification on Subjects Offered

fyal &Y T TasdFHIoT

Punjab’s Education Minister Harjot Bains questioned why the Punjabi language was
not included in the draft policy.

Yo & freTr #=N getta &7 o gt [ gardt s sy wwler sAifer 7 enfAer 4t aEt fmar
AT

CBSE officials clarified that there was no change in subjects offered, and the list of
languages in the draft was only indicative.

Hfrews ARFNAT F Tave 7T 7 Qe F F$1$ qgae 78 Far = g, v agie &
THTTRY HToI3iT Y YA Faer wiwfaw A

Subjects and Choices for Class 10

gqdr F#a ¥ fav vy 3k R[eea

The Board currently offers:
o 16 academic subjects
o 23 skill subjects
o 45 languages

S TAATT H Yo FIAT &
o 16 daIfOrw e
o 23 wlere vy
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o 45 ATNTT

e Students can opt for:
o Any two languages
o Three elective subjects
o One skill subject as the sixth subject
o One additional language as the seventh subject

O AFATA & ST TIT I Tohdl &
o aﬂéa‘raﬂw
(@] ?ﬁﬂmﬁw
o TS YT F T H v wlerer Ruy
o UIad vy & ¥ 7 v afaflera s

e A maximum of seven subjects can be taken in Class 10.
gt et 3 s1ftreeer AT vt Y I S FFar B

e This scheme of subjects and choices will remain unchanged for the 2026 Board
exams.

2026 $T 1S qremsit & faw fawat 3R Aot Y I Ao saRafda @l

Facilities for Special Needs Candidates

fay sravgar arer 3FEiGERT F v glaum

e Students with special needs will continue to receive the same facilities as currently
provided.

A sraegwar are S ggd A e & Tl g3 F oer 35T WHat |

e Any relaxation extended to institutions currently will also continue.

farelt it FEuTeT Y aeATe 7 & 1§ Te IRy WA

Feedback and Further Refinement

yfafsrar 3T 3w gur

e The CBSE has invited feedback from stakeholders and the public to further refine
the scheme.

Heews & Rauret 3 sterar & wfafsar smafia @ ¢ arfes aeen 7 st gur far s
TS|

o Stakeholders are encouraged to submit their feedback on the CBSE website within
the specified schedule.

Raul 1 9= yfafhar didivas i daarse W) Afése g @ F shiav e F faw
icaTfed frar T B

(GS Paper I11: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, 1S)
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1.Trees axed for Kanwar Yatra route by U.P. govt. without
final approval, FSl tells NGT

THUHIHTS o TASAIET Y aaraT: T @R & 3fas At & e
HIgS ITET ART & fAT 98 Fre

2.ED conducts searches at five places against ‘fake’ visa
consultants

A A ‘Bl NAT AAGHRI F TRETH 97T TATAT 9T STAARY Y
3. Water blight: Scientific risk assessment prior to
undertaking tunnel work is a must

STl Hehe: YT fAATOT § Il ATl S ITehelel Afaary
4.The bigger tragedy is the Railways and its systemic inertia

T3 T T 31T IHAY yorTellera ssar g
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Trees axed for Kanwar Yatra
route by UP. govt. without
final approval FSI tells NGT

IGS Paper llI:

Nikhil M Babu
NEW DELHI

Thousands of trees were
axed in Uttar Pradesh to
make way for a new Kan-
war Yatra route “not as per
rules” and without “final
approval”, according to a
report submitted to the Na-
tional Green Tribunal
(NGT) by the Forest Survey
of India (FSI).

A total of 17,607 trees
have been cut in Ghazia-
bad, Meerut, and Muzaffar-
nagar districts of Uttar Pra-
desh to make way for the
new 111-km Kanwar Yatra
route, as per data provided
by the Public Works De-
partment of the U.P.
government.

The FSI was part of a
four-member joint commit-
tee constituted by the NGT
last year to ascertain
whether trees were cut ille-
gally for the project. The
FSI's report dated February

A total of 17,607
trees have been cut
so far in Ghaziabad,
Meerut, and
Muzaffarnagar
districts: PWD data

20 said its opinion was not
included in a ‘final report’
of a joint committee sub-
mitted to the NGT by the
Meerut District Magistrate
(DM), one of the panel
members and the coordi-
nation point person, on Ja-
nuary 17.

“Communication  has
been received from the Mi-
nistry of Environment, For-
est and Climate Change
confirming that final ap-
proval has not been accord-
ed to the project, as is ne-
cessary before any
commencement of tree
felling operations,” the Fe-
bruary 20 FSI report said.

The joint committee re-

port had found no illegality
in the felling of the trees.
“No excess or illegal tree
felling was noticed by the
Joint Committee during the
field visits and its inquiry
thereon,” the January 17 re-
port stated.

On January 20, the NGT
noted that the committee
report was not signed by
FSI Joint Director Meera
Iyer and said she could sub-
mit a separate report in
case her stand was
different.

Ms. Iyer’s response filed
on February 20 stated that
the FSI’s opinion was not
incorporated by the Mee-
rut DM in the report sub-
mitted to the green panel.

Last year, the NGT had
taken suo motu cognisance
of a newspaper report that
the U.P. government was
planning to cut 1,12,722
trees for the project across
the three districts for the
proposed route.

Trees axed
for Kanwar
Yatra route by
U.P. govt.
without final
approval, FSI
tells NGT

THUH3TS
ToTol1eY Y
aqrT: Idt
WHR o AfadT
Hordl & faa
HIdS JTAT AT
& fAvdg Fre

Unauthorized
Tree Felling in
Uttar Pradesh

3AX geer # foar
FAf I3 1
wCTS

o Forest
Survey of India (FSI)
reported to the
National Green
Tribunal (NGT) that

thousands of trees were cut in Uttar Pradesh for the Kanwar Yatra route without
final approval.

g FARTOT TP ST3AT (FSI) = IERT gRT FTAFHIOT (NGT) Y IdrT o 30T 9T A Hias
T AT & fAT goRT 93 fae sifas A9t & &+ aw)
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A total of 17,607 trees were cut in the Ghaziabad, Meerut, and Muzaffarnagar
districts for the 111-km-long Kanwar Yatra route.

Fel 17,607 43 MiSTaTE, A6 3R AArhtenr el & 111 fralfiex &9 Figs amr @t
& foIT &hIe 77|

The data was provided by the Public Works Department (PWD) of the U.P.
government.

3 3T I 3 VU WHR F drF fAaTor fsmr (PwD) & weqga fwam|

FSI's Exclusion from Final Report

Hfa# RAE A THTHITE A TT FT T3S fHaT 1w

The FSI was part of a four-member joint committee formed by the NGT to investigate
whether trees were cut illegally.

THUHIATE TR-HEHIT §YFd At F1 ear an, iS58 vasiidt o 75 Sree & fow aisd
T a7 o 7T 9t Y Fers arder A

FSI’s report dated February 20 stated that its opinion was not included in the final
report submitted by Meerut District Magistrate (DM) on January 17.

THTHINS T 20 B A N9 7 Fgr 7=7 o5 ITHT T FY 17 19 F) A6 fSFenforsrr
(DM) EaRT g¥qd 3ifasr Rate & anfarer agt fom aram|

The Ministry of Environment, Forest, and Climate Change confirmed that final
approval was not granted, which is mandatory before tree cutting.

TR, g 3R Ferarg aRader #arera A gite 1 B aRkisren #t sifaw A adt o
oft, S T 951 it Fer$ & vga AfAard B

Contradiction in Reports

Raet & Remama

The joint committee’s January 17 report stated that no excess or illegal felling of
trees was found during inspections.

TgFd iR 1 17 STeradt F R 7 w1 7 o daror & gl 71§ srder ar sifaRera
Ut & Fers AET 91 TS|

However, the FSI report of February 20 contradicts this, emphasizing that proper
approvals were not obtained.

glelifeh, THUHHTS Y 20 HIaLT hr RAIE 37X 3rerer T 1@l &, Toa A arepfaa wipfar i
a1 Y TS B

NGT noted on January 20 that the committee report was not signed by FSI Joint
Director Meera lyer, and she was allowed to submit a separate report.

TASHIET & 20 STeradl Y &AqTT FAT o Thuwas i GgFa feers #Rr 3zaw & wiafa
Rale ox g gt fFv 4, 3R 3¢ T RO wega = i sgafa & g
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NGT’s Suo Motu Cognizance

TTold) of €T AT foraT

Last year, NGT took suo motu cognizance of a newspaper report stating that the U.P.
government planned to cut 1,12,722 trees for the Kanwar Yatra route across three

districts.

oo af, Tasd o FTaT TA o T ST U THAER R 7 g7 3147 fh 307 988 TTHR
ED conducts searches
at five places against

‘fake’ visa consultants

S Paper llI: Internal Security

eves andey
NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Directo-
rate  has  conducted
searches on five business
and residential premises
in Chandigarh and Lud-
hiana in connection with a
case regarding ‘fraudu-
lent’ activities perpetrated
by visa consultants. The
accused were involved in
arranging forged docu-
ments to facilitate U.S. vi-
sas for the aspirants.

The premises are linked
to Red Leaf Immigration
Private Limited, Overseas
Partner Education Consul-
tants, and Infowiz Soft-
ware Solution, and others,
said the agency on Wed-
nesday.

Under PMLA

The case is being investi-
gated under the Preven-
tion of Money Laundering
Act, based on the FIRs re-
gistered by the police in
Delhi and Punjab.

“During the search op-
erations, various incrimi-
nating documents, digital
devices, and %19 lakh in
cash were seized,” the ED
said.

The police cases were
filed on a complaint from
the Office of the Overseas
Criminal Investigations,
U.S. Embassy (Delhi), re-
garding alleged fraudulent
activities perpetrated by
the visa consultants, Red
Leaf Immigration Private
Limited, Overseas Partner
Education  Consultants,
and others.

“ED investigation re-
vealed that the accused
persons/entities had
forged the education cer-

During the search
operations, various
incriminating
documents, digital
devices, and 19 lakh
in cash were seized

the ED said

tificates/experience letters
of ineligible visa appli-
cants and transferred
funds to the accounts of
various visa applicants to
show minimum account
balance for visa applica-
tion in lieu of wrongful
commission/charges..,”
ED said.

The accused persons
helped various visa appli-
cants to show their eligibil-
ity for visa of the U.S. by
manipulating various facts
and circumstances.

“By such criminal activ-
ities, the accused persons/
entities charged hefty
amounts from visa appli-
cants and the Proceeds of
Crime (PoC) generated
through such criminal ac-
tivities were further in-
vested in the purchase of
movable and immovable
properties, and diverted
in various banks ac-
counts,” it said.

et forelt & s AT ART & AT 1,12,722 93 St 1 At a1 @ 4|

ED conducts searches at five places against
‘fake’ visa consultants

S A ‘Boll’ AT AATGPRI & T@TH 9T FTATAT 9T
STIATY Y

Search Operations in Chandigarh and Ludhiana
a3hre 3 ftaTe 7 qemeft AT

. The Enforcement Directorate (ED) conducted searches at five
business and residential premises in Chandigarh and Ludhiana.

Yoo fageera (53 o1 @3hre 3R ftraren F giw sarawRE Ak
HTARRT IRERT 9T SARY $|

. The case involves fraudulent visa consultants who arranged
forged documents to facilitate U.S. visas for applicants.

Ig ATHCT Boll T HATGHRI A ST 8, ool 3, o e & farw siweft
gEATaS oR fFu|

The targeted firms include:

o Red Leaf Immigration Private Limited

o Overseas Partner Education Consultants
o Infowiz Software Solution

o 3ol g wisae fafaes
o HaTHIS Ui TTHAA FHeeCH
o mﬁmﬁﬂ?m

Case Under Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA)

HeAl AT AT AFAATT (PMLA) & dgd AT
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The case is being investigated under PMLA, based on FIRs registered by the police
in Delhi and Punjab.

Ig ATHCT A=At dAlfeger UFATA AFAFATH (PMLA) & dgd i # §, 3R el 7 9o gfow
EART &of THTEHR 9T TR &

During the searches, the ED seized various incriminating documents, digital
devices, and %19 lakh in cash.

danelt & e, 331 3 w8 ITaRIe® cEd, Rfeed Rasw 3tk 219 9@ d%e J=a
fru

U.S. Embassy Complaint Against Visa Consultants

I.TH. T garT i FemgHRt F fEars e

The Office of Overseas Criminal Investigations, U.S. Embassy (Delhi) filed a
complaint about fraudulent activities by visa consultants.

g.vw. v (Reeh) & siavdlsr rfaerer seafedters sritera & e aegaRt 6
e afafafat Hr R aor i

The accused manipulated documents to falsely show visa applicants as eligible for
U.S. visas.

IRTAAT F gEARST & BT FT, ST et I FANST AT F AT 297 Gifad F3 &1
9T T

Forgery and Money Laundering Activities

eraTerd 3R Fh affser At

The accused forged education certificates and experience letters of ineligible
applicants.

IR & 3T Jmaeat F Aarfores gTorTT 3K g oF Sl F |

Funds were transferred to applicants' accounts to meet the minimum balance
requirement for visa applications.

ST TG & FqAAH FF ITaRIFAT F QU FI1 & fAT IATH & Wral 7 e iy
FYTATAR &Y T |

Large sums of money were illegally collected from applicants and later invested in
properties and bank accounts.

IMASHT W HAY T F T G fy aqelht o1, 58 waferat 3 d @rat 7 fraer frar )
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[GS Paper III: Disaster Management |

Water blight

Scientific risk assessment prior to
undertaking tunnel work is a must

arely a week after the remains of nine
B coal miners were recovered at the end of

a 44-day operation, from a coal mine that
had flooded in Assam in early January, a disaster
of similar contours, this time in Nagarkurnool,
Telangana, is in the making. A portion of the Sri-
sailam Left Bank Canal tunnel, which is under
construction, collapsed on February 22, leaving
eight workers trapped. What is known so far is
that a three-metre section of the roof collapsed
due to water seepage. The roof collapse eventual-
ly led to the tunnel crumbling over a stretch of
eight metres. Despite nine specialised rescue
teams, drawn from the Centre and the State go-
vernments, working round-the-clock, no signifi-
cant progress has been made so far on ascertain-
ing the condition of the workers and in devising
an optimal rescue plan. So far, the playbook that
is being experimented with seems to be inspired
by the successful rescue work in the Silkyara Tun-
nel collapse in Uttarkashi, Uttarakhand, in No-
vember 2023, where a portion of the four -kilo-
metre-long tunnel that was being constructed
collapsed, stranding 41 workers. It took a 16-day
operation that started out with a variety of ap-
proaches, including drilling horizontally, and la-
ter on vertically, from both ends of the tunnel to
reach the stranded workers. In the end, key
breakthroughs were achieved by a team of ‘rat
hole’ miners from Assam, who use manual exca-
vation methods that are considered hazardous
and deemed illegal.

The key difference between the Silkyara epi-
sode and the one in Srisailam is the presence of
water. There were 70 workers in the tunnel when
a deluge of water and muck suddenly began to
gush inside. Barring the eight, the rest escaped,
with 13 of them sustaining injuries. However, in
the subsequent days, it is the torrential flow that
has proved to be a barrier to rescue operations.
The history of tunnel-linked disasters globally
shows that while rare, they can often be catas-
trophic. A large proportion of these accidents,
studies show, are due to a rupture in aquifers (un-
derground water channels). It is to determine
such risks that extensive studies are commis-
sioned to understand the sub-surface geology of
a site. A report by the Uttarakhand disaster man-
agement authority on the Silkyara episode says
that there was insufficient analysis of the rock for-
mations at Silkyara but also that a complete pic-
ture of structural deformities cannot be known
before tunnelling. While the rescue of the
trapped personnel at the Srisailam tunnel is para-
mount, there has to be a proper investigation by
the authorities on the reasons for the collapse
and action taken, if evidence emerges of tardy
pre-tunnelling analysis.

Water blight: Scientific risk assessment
prior to undertaking tunnel work is a must

STl Wehe: JT fAATor § gger s @
Aol AT

Srisailam Tunnel Collapse: A Developing Disaster
ARAereT G eaF: U IHIA §¥ e

o Barely a week after the recovery of nine coal miners' remains
in Assam, another tunnel collapse in Nagarkurnool, Telangana,
on February 22 has left eight workers trapped.

A H A I GfAP! & 3TAT RAAX & T Fodg 918, 22 FEd
Y ACNAT F ARG A T 3R T eawd g1 718, e e
CECAL R

e The Srisailam Left Bank Canal tunnel, still under

construction, collapsed due to water seepage, causing an eight-
metre-long section to crumble.

feratomefier siftersr dwe 37 w18 LT areh & RAT F FROT eavT 8
g, T 3ime #Hiex e Rear A )

o Despite nine specialized rescue teams working round-the-
clock, there has been no significant progress in locating the
trapped workers.

it Y S=TE g AR FTH FI I 8, Aohe] I aF HI$ Ageaqor
yeTfer w1 §% &

Comparison with Silkyara Tunnel Collapse

e g g1eR A gere

e Silkyara Tunnel collapse in Uttarakhand (November 2023)
trapped 41 workers; rescue took 16 days with horizontal and
vertical drilling.

3AES & FAAFIRT YT g16d (AR 2023) F 41 Folgy HH T &,
srTa T 16 Rt ¥ qur gam, e difast iR seater e afae
o

e Rat-hole miners from Assam played a key role in the final
breakthrough, using manual excavation methods, considered
hazardous and illegal.
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Y § @S F aH! FT 39T R

Difference: The Silkyara incident lacked water, whereas Srisailam's flooding has
severely hampered rescue efforts.

A RATFART "7 # U H FAET 181 A, STt sBAaH 7 I 71 94918 991 I A
a‘s"rmmgsn%l

Water-Related Risks in Tunnel Construction

T vion #f srer-wareh S

70 workers were inside the Srisailam tunnel when water and mud suddenly rushed
in; 13 workers were injured, while 8 remain trapped.

AR GET 7 70 ASGY A S IATAF It HR S AT gH 31T, 13 FHolgY O g,
-]

Tfen 8 arsit st vt go E

Global tunnel disasters are often linked to ruptures in underground aquifers (water

channels).

3% T T G ATIETT 3 AT T3t (TfFawd) & geat & HRT I &
Extensive geological studies are crucial before tunneling to assess sub-surface
water risks.

Lo fATor @ g REqga s sreaas sl 81a €, anfes spfdtera S @t
3Theret T ST |/ |

Need for Scientific Risk Assessment

dnfas NV 3FereT H 3T THAT

Uttarakhand Disaster Management Authority's report on Silkyara found insufficient
rock analysis, showing that structural deformities cannot always be predicted
before tunneling.

3ES et FaryeT iftreor i Roie F RAerarr gaor # srqaicd Teer fagervor
Seoid fohaT 31T, TSEd gl TorelT § o GRar fAAtor @ ggd aarens fapiaat #1
YaTTATA AT WHT AET gl |

While rescuing trapped workers in Srisailam remains the top priority, an official
investigation must determine the cause of collapse.

AFTH A GF AT FT T TATAFAT 8, AoheT gTad F FROM $Y 57T oft Araeq+

If negligence is found in pre-tunneling assessments, appropriate action must be
taken against responsible authorities.
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The bigger tragedy is the Railways and its systemic inertia

[GS Paper liI: Disaster Management |

holy dip at the Kumbh, amidst bustling

railway stations, jostling crowds, and
ceaseless proclamations by Indian Railways about
the number of train services and the passengers
ferried to Prayagraj, lies an inconvenient truth:
the approach to passenger safety and
convenience is at best tragically outdated, and at
worst, a harbinger of disaster.

It is a bitter pill to swallow, but swallow it we
must, for the recent tragedy — the stampede at
New Delhi railway station on February 15 — has
once again exposed the chinks in armour of the
Indian Railways. It has laid bare systemic failures
born not of resource constraints but of an
indifference to basic needs.

l n the cacophony of religious fervour for a

The half-truths

The first question is unavoidable. Was the
stampede at New Delhi avoidable? The answer:
Yes, it was. Amidst all the noise and shifting of
blame, there are certain half-truths that demand
scrutiny, for the halves that remain hidden also
conceal the seeds of tragedy. In any crowd
control scenario, a stampede is averted by
ensuring smooth, largely unidirectional
movement, eliminating bottlenecks, and
implementing robust barricading with adequate
staffing of security personnel. All these
fundamental principles were glaringly ignored.

Railway representatives have repeatedly
asserted that no platform changes were made.
Yet, the last-minute announcement of a special
unreserved train to Prayagraj on platform 12,
when there was already a massive crowd of
unreserved passengers on platform 14 for the
Prayagraj Express, was tantamount to a change,
triggering a surge of chaotic, conflicting
movements.

It is also learnt — although not verified yet —
that the control room, equipped with CCTV
coverage, failed to stop the escalators, notorious
for becoming bottlenecks in such situations.
Moreover, the number of Railway Protection
Force personnel on the one hand and the
security arrangements and barricading on the
other were inadequate.

The claim that such a massive crowd,

.
Sudhanshu Mani
is a retired General
Manager, Indian
Railways, leader of
the Railways' ‘Vande
Bharat’ project and
an independent
consultant

Tragedies such
as the stampede
in Delhi will
continue to be
written off as
unfortunate
inevitabilities
rather than
preventable
failures

particularly unreserved passengers, was
unforeseen, defies logic. The Ministry of Railways
was proud to announce that over 15 lakh
passengers travelled in nearly 350 trains to
Prayagraj in February. A simple calculation shows
this translates to nearly 300 unreserved
passengers in a coach, packed like sardines. New
Delhi is a focal point for travellers from North
India, and the magnitude of the crowd could have
been anticipated based on recent significant
‘bathing days’ at the Kumbh. The Indian
Railway’s assertion that it was caught off-guard by
a sudden surge in ticket sales towards the evening
is a weak line of defence.

The blame has been subtly shifted onto
travellers — that they congregated in huge
numbers, that they bought large numbers of
tickets, and that they did not heed
announcements. Yet, none of this was
unprecedented.

Festival times always draw huge crowds, and
special trains are run routinely to ferry
passengers, primarily to the eastern parts of the
country. Unreserved tickets are typically sold in
large numbers on such occasions, and there are
established protocols to handle this. All that the
Delhi division of the Indian Railways had to do
was to replicate the tried-and-tested Chhath
arrangements that have been implemented for
decades.

Conflicting statements
Certain crowd control measures introduced after
the tragedy — such as additional security
personnel, the creation of holding areas, better
CCTV monitoring, and stopping the sale of
platform tickets — are hardly rocket science. Were
it not for the grief of the victims’ families, it
would be tempting to call this tragedy a
comeuppance for the Railways amidst its
grandiose proclamations. On one hand, it reveals
the Railways’ hollow attempt to sell a commodity
it does not possess: ensuring dignified travel for
devotees. On the other, it exposes the Railways’
failure to implement basic crowd control
measures well within its capability.

For almost a day, the Railways kept changing
its narrative — from denial to dilution to

obfuscation and staggering insensitivity. There
were conflicting statements by various
spokespersons, culminating in the grotesque
spectacle of distributing ex gratia payments to the
families bereaved even before confirming the
death toll. As if that were not bad enough,
statements from responsible government
quarters suggested having a probe into alleged
conspiratorial “fake news” triggering the
stampede. This blame game, marked by
cynicism, echoes the Railways’ habit of
prematurely attributing every mishap or
near-accident to sabotage — despite not a single
case having been proven.

History is replete with warnings, yet the
regime in the Railways, which includes those
earlier too, seems to behave like the student who
refuses to learn. There have been similar
tragedies before, which include the stampede at
Elphinstone Road railway station in Mumbai in
September 2017 and at Allahabad station during
the Kumbh Mela in February 2013. But the past,
as they say, is prologue, but only if one is willing
to learn from it.

Another flaw

Disturbingly, the first step towards accountability
is already a misstep. The “high-level” inquiry is to
be conducted by senior railway executives,
overseeing the very departments that may be
culpable. In stark contrast, even a single fatality
in a train accident warrants an investigation by
the Commissioner of Railway Safety (CRS), an
entity independent of the Ministry of Railways.
Although technically not categorised as a train
accident, an independent inquiry — whether by
the CRS or another external agency — would have
demonstrated the Railways’s commitment to
transparency. Yet, as it stands, the Railways is
both the accused and the judge.

The heart of the issue runs even deeper. Is
there an ingrained malaise within the Railways,
the supposed lifeline of the nation, that the more
things should change, the more they stubbornly
remain the same? Until the Railways confronts its
own systemic inertia, tragedies such as these will
continue to be written off as unfortunate
inevitabilities rather than preventable failures.

The bigger tragedy is the Railways and its systemic inertia

g8 THEY Yo 3R 3/ yorrelierd Fsar g

Railway’s Negligence in Crowd Management

iz gaee & Yod Y ATRaEr

e The February 15 stampede at New Delhi railway station highlights the systemic
failures of Indian Railways in ensuring passenger safety and convenience.

15 HIa! Y 1S ool Tad TEAT X FEY HIES o HRART Yo9d T qomelard farwerarsit r
3SR Toha, it it A geaw sk gl glafPaa w & srawe @l
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e Theincident occurred amid the Kumbh Mela rush, where crowded railway stations
and mismanagement led to chaos.

I AT F3 A A1 3f1z & A g8, SfeT A sty 3R FUTUT F Irerhar a1 FI A

Avoidable Stampede: A Failure in Planning

TTell ST el aTell HIGS: AISTAT hT FTHeTdT

e The stampede was entirely avoidable if basic crowd control measures had been
followed.

I§ 791G TN aE W Telt oI et oY, Afe Ao st forg=ror 3urat &1 aretet fva sirar|

o Key failures included:
o Lack of smooth, unidirectional movement.
o No proper barricading or security personnel deployment.
o Last-minute platform announcements causing confusion.

&g Awear:
o glaafora 3 vaer-faem & A amamTHeT Hr sgaEyr AE Y|
o  F&T HIFAT A FaA A INFTET 7 309779
o 3ifae arort F cewlet aRade Fr avone, orad sy i Rufay a=ht|

Railway’s Half-Truths and Mismanagement

Y & Y T 3R FHaET

e Railway authorities claimed no platform changes were made, yet an unreserved
special train to Prayagraj was suddenly announced on platform 12, while another
train for the same destination was already scheduled on platform 14.

ToId TRAFRIRET A Calewi aiade & $aaR a1, AfcheT TIRRS & faw e saRa
ey &1 3T calewid 12 W R #T & 71§, 9T ColchiA 14 W Igel H &1 T ool
off|

e The control room, despite CCTV coverage, failed to stop escalators, which
worsened the bottleneck situation.

N Fater F TG9[g FEIT T F TEHaX F AFa 7 JWGaT fg@rs, [Sad s 3R
96 TS|

o Railway Protection Force (RPF) personnel were inadequate, and barricading
arrangements were not properly implemented.

Yo GI&T e (RPF) & At rqaiea &, 3R SReRTSar i sqaeam @@ & o) o181 1 a1 |

Predictable Passenger Surge Ignored
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AT iy 3fis qaieTHTe Ao ofY, Aftwer Aesiare F 7

e The Ministry of Railways proudly announced that over 15 lakh passengers traveled
to Prayagraj in February via nearly 350 trains.

X FHATET A TS { WNOI Ay o BTl H T 15 91 I 350 4 § GAERIS g |

e This meant an average of 300 unreserved passengers per coach, indicating extreme
overcrowding, yet Railways failed to anticipate the situation.

ST AT AT [ Tl i & 3itadeT 300 eRiaT I &, 5aa siwor sfigans wuse
oY, AT Trd A 3@ TS FaAT|

e The claim that ticket sales surged unexpectedly in the evening is a weak defense,
as large crowds for religious events are always predictable.

mmwm%amﬁmﬁmmmg,WWﬁ%,ﬁ%
S ATl F SRIeT Y 8ftg g qatgATeT A gich 2

Shifting Blame on Passengers
JFAFY 9T greRIgor

e Authorities subtly shifted the blame onto passengers, claiming:
o They gathered in large numbers.
o They purchased too many tickets.
o They did not follow instructions properly.

aﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬁwmmaﬁmﬁraﬁ,a—gm@%z
o a‘a:shiwﬁmgtrl
o IR IAMF e @i
o 3eater e FT greret d T

e However, festivals always attract huge crowds, and special train arrangements are
routine.

grenifeh, cAIgRY F SR gatem sy #fis 3asdt 8, 3R faey &t &t coaeu g v a i
STl B

e The Delhi division of Indian Railways should have implemented the crowd
management protocols used for Chhath Puja, which have proven effective over the
years.

el Bt 1 3781 #ffs yaue WieYsier o) F3a a1fRe &, St ast & 56 7o F aRe
ARAAEF SEIATS fHT ST 3 &

Conflicting Statements and Railway’s Accountability Issues

e T3 30T Yora Y FAarEeE) Fr gHEAT
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Delayed and Basic Crowd Control Measures

T @ 3oT¢ 1T iaardY #fts oot 3utr

o After the stampede, Indian Railways introduced crowd control measures such as:
o Additional security personnel deployment.
o Creation of holding areas.
o Better CCTV monitoring.
o Stopping the sale of platform tickets.

$ITEE & AT AT Yo & Pt st friwor surr oy R
o SrfarRer geaT FE i dareh)
o gfes &t &Y T
o 9gaY WA AR
o Toewia el HY s Aeha|
e These measures are not advanced solutions; they should have been implemented
earlier to prevent the tragedy.

A 3UTT FS FHAY Tl THTUIT 581 §; Soo T of 1] T STt =anfye o7 anfer Ay
FI AT ST TS|

Railway’s Misleading Narrative and Blame Shifting

T Y HTHF FarET 3T RIoT

e The Railways kept changing its narrative from denial to misinformation, showing
insensitivity towards victims.

IeId o Yt 99T IR-9R 9o, I8 SAPK 1T, BT 3151+ Jaar) &), Sad fifsat &
gf HagageTdr ie@rs &

o Ex gratia payments were distributed to families before confirming the death toll,
making it a hasty and insensitive act.

Faw! 1 g&qT A g fre e & aamae afr faRa & § 73, St sSegarsh il
AT Y gATAT B |

e Some officials suggested that fake news triggered the stampede, shifting blame
instead of acknowledging railway mismanagement.

Fo HTAHIRET = Tg Goird 7T o Boll el F $19TG H agraT o, forady Yera
Fyate T FATH @ F9a i Fifrer 1 75|

Railway’s Habit of Avoiding Responsibility

Tora Y Saracel ¥ T9a i 3ed
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The Railways often prematurely attributes accidents to sabotage, despite no proven
cases.

Yol e GHEAT3 T ANSHIS FT IR TATdT §, STafeh X0T HE GHTOTT AT 78t e
gl

Past tragedies like the 2017 Elphinstone Road stampede and 2013 Allahabad
Kumbh Mela stampede were also due to poor crowd management, yet no
substantial reforms were implemented.

2017 ufewEed s #1913 3R 2013 FATEIEIG F3 A Y 879163 o T &1z yaeeT & HROT
&S o, oY o 1 B gur & v aram|

Flawed Investigation and Lack of Independent Inquiry

Fequt S 3R Faa S i FAt

The high-level inquiry is being conducted by railway executives themselves,
raising concerns about bias and lack of transparency.

Yo & aftss sl garT & soa Fada s i 51 @ §, S qarara ik arafiiar
# FH T ol &l ¢ W B

In contrast, train accidents with even a single fatality require an independent
probe by the Commissioner of Railway Safety (CRS).

su% [aadia, o oft Al arer &7 gret 1 ST Yo Y& ARG (CRS) GART HY AT B

An external investigation would have ensured accountability, but instead, the
Railways is acting as both the accused and the judge.

TF FIAT ST § STaraae! iAead ardl, dfshel $Hb g1, Yo0d g 8 IR 3K
warareiier QX $ sifAT fovsm @ B

Conclusion: Systemic Failures and the Need for Reform

forsad: gomelre faderare 3t ur A smaeawar

The Railways continues to repeat past mistakes, failing to learn from previous
tragedies.

Yo el ararfarat w1 alerar oI 1T ¥, 3R qureh gereanst & daa & srava @

Until it addresses its deep-rooted systemic inertia, such tragedies will continue to be
dismissed as unfortunate events rather than preventable failures.

SIS e YoTd 3T9elT JOTTEIaTeT STSaT Y g T8t T, e cieh T TeaT AHAH Iy
RIwaan3i & Forma Faer gHTIYT geaTe A STt Wl
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Over 70% farmers still use cash to sell their produce

The share of farmers using electronic payments for agriculture-related transactions rose from 8% in 2019 to 18% in 2024

|GS Paper lii: Cashless Economy |

] DATA POINT

Nitika Francis
Vignesh Radhakrishnan

ore than 70% of Indian
M farmers still rely on cash

to sell their produce,
show data from a survey published
by the Reserve Bank of India. This
share has increased only slightly
since the pre-COVID-19 years, des-
pite the pandemic boosting digital
payments in other sectors of the
economy.

Data also show that a significant
number of farmers still rely on
word-of-mouth from traders and
fellow farmers to discover market
prices for their produce, rather
than using websites or apps. This
share has remained the same
when compared with the pre-pan-
demic years.

Chart 1 shows the share of
farmers, traders, and retailers us-
ing various modes of payment for
agricultural transactions in 2019,
2022, and 2024. In 2019, a year be-
fore the pandemic, 88% of farmers
used cash for transactions. This
share declined to 79% in 2022 dur-
ing the second COVID-19 wave and
further dropped to 72% in 2024
post-pandemic. Meanwhile, the
share of farmers using electronic
payments rose from 8% in 2019 to
14% in 2022 and 18% in 2024.

While the increase in electronic
payments among farmers was gra-
dual, it was much sharper among
traders and retailers. The share of
traders using electronic payments
for agricultural transactions grew
from 8% in 2019 to 28% in 2022
and 31% in 2024. Among retailers,
this share grew from 3% in 2019 to
15% in 2022 and 22% in 2024.

Chart 2 shows the share of
farmers using various sources of
information about the market pric-
es of produce in 2024. Close to
55% of the farmers said that they
source their information from
traders in 2024, a slight increase
from about 47% in 2019. In 2024,
about 47% of the farmers sourced

their information from fellow
farmers, a slight decrease from
close to 51% in 2019.

However, the share of farmers
sourcing information on prices
from apps and websites has seen
little change. In 2019, fewer than
10% of farmers relied on these dig-
ital sources for information on
market prices. By 2024, this share
grew a little up to 10%.

Charts 1 and 2 put together
clearly show that in terms of busi-
ness transactions and information
management, a large section of
farmers have remained insulated
from digital practices.

The survey also shows the im-
pact of climate change on agricul-
ture. Close to 64% of farmers said
they had experienced crop dam-
age during the 2023-24 rabi sea-
son, with unseasonal rainfall being
the reason for it, according to a
majority (37%) of them. Heat-
waves, which are closely associat-
ed with climate change, were the
reason for crop damage, according
to about 30% of the farmers.
Chart 3 shows the surveyed farm-
ers’ reasoning for crop damage
during the 2023-24 rabi season.

Given the significant impact of
climate change on agriculture,
weather forecasts are cited as the
primary factor influencing farm-
ers’ crop-sowing decisions (Chart
4). Nearly 90% of farmers identi-
fied weather forecasts as the major
factor, followed by irrigation avail-
ability at a distant second (less
than 60%) and the expected price
of produce at a distant third (less
than 40%).

Chart 5 illustrates the farmers’
share in the final retail price of se-
lect products in 2024. Since a sig-
nificant portion of wheat is pro-
cured by the government, farmers
receive 67% of its retail selling
price. Farmers selling lentils (ma-
soor) and chana (gram) also get ov-
er 60% of the retail price. In con-
trast, the share is lowest for
perishable goods, with farmers re-
ceiving only about 40% of the re-
tail price for potatoes, mangoes,
and cauliflower.

Cash
is still
king

The data for the charts
were sourced from a
report released by the
Reserve Bank of India
titled, “Dynamics of
Agriculture Supply Chain:
Insights from Pan India
Survey during Rabi
Marketing Season” by
Rajib Das, Rishabh Kumar, §
Monika Sethi, Love Kumar
Shandilya and Alice
Sebastian

Chart 1: The chart shows the share of farmers, traders, and retailers using

various modes of payment in 2019, 2022
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Chart 2: The share of farmers using various sources
of information about market prices in 2024 (in %)
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Chart 3: The surveyed farmers’
reasoning for crop damage during
the 2023-24 rabi season
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Chart 4: The surveyed farmers’ reasoning for
factors influencing their crop-sowing practices
during the 2023-24 rabi season
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Over 70% farmers still use cash to sell their produce

70% & 37+ AT 373 8ff e & 319aT ScuIE SAT &

Slow Adoption of Digital Payments Among Farmers

et & s RBfSree sperarer iy sl wpfar

More than 70% of Indian farmers still rely on cash for selling their
produce, according to an RBI survey.
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Rera d% (RBI) & TdaTor & 9aT TaT 8|

e The share of farmers using electronic payments has risen from 8% in 2019 to 18%
in 2024.

fSfSreer sgerarer &1 3UAlT FI arer frwTll iy HEAT 2019 H 8% W TgHT 2024 F 18% &Y
T

e In comparison, traders and retailers have adopted digital payments at a faster rate:
o Traders using digital payments: 8% in 2019 — 28% in 2022 — 31% in 2024.

o Retailers using digital payments: 3% in 2019 — 15% in 2022 — 22% in 2024.

su% faudia, saraiat sk gewr fasransit & BfSree sperare 1 asht F srgema:

o TATATRAT EaRT F3fSreer sferarer &1 397N 2019 & 8% — 2022 H 28% — 2024 &
31%|

o e faansit garT Bfree sprare F1 3w 2019 # 3% — 2022 # 15% —
2024 % 22%|

Farmers Still Rely on Traditional Market Information Sources

frarer 373 3 TRUR& TR SIS Jal | &R

e 55% of farmers get price information from traders in 2024, up from 47% in 2019.

2024 # 55% frdTeT saaIRET ¥ HrHAGT HT FTHRY 9od FIG &, ST 2019 F 47% 9T

o 47% of farmers rely on fellow farmers for market prices, a slight drop from 51% in
2019.

47% TraTe 3T fFaETal @ FIACT A ATFAHRT A &, ST 2019 F 51% 9T
e Farmers using apps/websites for price information have barely increased:

o 2019: Less than 10%
o 2024: Around 10%

VCH/ATATZE { ATARRY IToT Flat T fraret oy Jeam & Angelt gafer:
o 2019: 10% & FH
o 2024: TIHI 10%

Impact of Climate Change on Agriculture
Srerarg IRadeT FT FY W g7

e 64% of farmers faced crop damage in the 2023-24 rabi season.

2023-24 Tl HsTeT 7 64% ATl @ BHer JHHTT S|

e Top reasons for crop damage:
o Unseasonal rainfall (37%)
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o Heatwaves (30%)
BHA AHHTT & HET FRT:
o 3ITHAT TUT (37%)
o IHT Fr 8T (30%)
o Weather forecasts are the most important factor in farmers’ sowing decisions
(90%).
90% framet & fow waer aiet & a7 Al @A g8 AFaYl FRF ¢

o Other factors influencing sowing:
o Irrigation availability (less than 60%)
o Expected price of produce (less than 40%)

ﬂ?ﬂ'ﬂﬂ'@'m:
o fAETE Fr 3qeredr (60% A HH)
o IcUTG Y IATAT FrAT (40% F FA)

Farmers’ Share in Retail Prices
g Fraat # framt f e

e Farmers get a higher share in government-procured crops:
o Wheat: 67% of retail price
o Lentils (Masoor) & Gram (Chana): Over 60%

TR GG arell Gwal 7 framr i arfte Reaer:
o AT FGEU HeT H167%
o AYY AR == 60% F IHAF

e For perishable goods, farmers receive a much lower share:
o Potatoes, Mangoes, Cauliflower: Only ~40%

Aerad aEg3 & v framt w1 wa Reaed e 8
o 3T, 3TH, Feransdt: Fae ~40%

Conclusion: Limited Digital Adoption and Climate Vulnerability

forsand: Wiffra Bforee sraemer 3k Sreary wagerefterar

e Majority of farmers still depend on cash transactions and traditional market
sources.
srftraier frare 3reft #ft g A-3T 31T IRIRF a9R Fal W AT

e Slow adoption of digital payments limits financial inclusion and transparency.

o sparare #r et erfer R wamdere sitt aRefRfar # arftre w81

e Climate change remains a serious threat, affecting crop production and farmers'
earnings.
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Government interventions needed to boost digital literacy, better market access, and
climate resilience.

WHER I BiSed TR, T TR TET AR FTerarg Tfionde qom & v geaad F3 H
FTERTHAT |

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper 1V and Essay)

1.A Message to District Magistrates and the Police

e afrede 3t g & e o v
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A message to district magistrates and the police

[Essay |

ecently, two First
Information Reports
(FIRs) were registered
under Section 223 of
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS)
in Indore for violating the District
Magistrate’s prohibitory orders
issued under Section 163 of the
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita (BNSS). These Sections
correspond to Section 188 of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC) and
Section 144 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure (CrPC),
respectively. In a bid to make
Indore free of beggars, the district
administration had issued
prohibitory orders on January 2,
2025. One FIR was registered
against the person who gave alms
to a beggar and the second was
registered against a woman
beggar’s son who had taken
responsibility for preventing her
from begging but she was found
begging anyway. Both FIRs were
filed on the complaint of the
Begging Eradication Squad officer.

Registering an FIR

However well-meaning the
intentions of the district
administration to make the city
beggar-free may be, an FIR cannot
be registered for the violation of
orders issued under Section 163 of
the BNSS. A District Magistrate
may issue an order under this
Section only in “urgent cases of
nuisance or apprehended danger
when there is sufficient ground for
proceeding and immediate
prevention or speedy remedy is
desirable”. The competent
executive magistrate under such
circumstances may direct any
person to abstain from a certain
act and may issue orders to
“prevent obstruction, annoyance,
or injury to any person lawfully
employed, or danger to human
life, health or safety, or a
disturbance of the public

tranquillity, or a riot, or an affray”.

Begging in public may cause
annoyance or a disturbance to
public tranquillity, but it cannot
be considered an urgent case of
nuisance or apprehended danger.
Even if such an order could be

R.K. Vij

Former Indian Police
Service officer

An FIR cannot
be registered
under Section
223 of the BNS
for the violation
of DM’s orders
under Section
163 of the BNSS

defended, an FIR cannot be
registered for the violation.
Section 215 of the BNSS (Section
195 of the CrPC) bars such action
by the police. Section 215(1)(a) of
BNSS says “no Court shall take
cognisance (i) of any offence
punishable under Sections 206 to
223 (both inclusive but excluding
section 209) of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita, 2023..., except on
the complaint in writing of the
public servant concerned or of
some other public servant to
whom he is administratively
subordinate or of some other
public servant who is authorised
by the concerned public servant
so to do”. Therefore, despite the
offence under Section 223 of the
BNS being a cognisable one, the
District Magistrate would have to
approach the Court in writing to
lodge a complaint. The police
report is barred and therefore, no
FIR can be registered.

The Supreme Court held in a
case that “Section 195 of the CrPC
is in fact a limitation on the
unfettered powers of a (judicial)
magistrate to take cognisance
under Section 190” and he must
determine “whether his power of
taking cognisance has or has not
been taken away by any provision
of Section 195(1)”. Charge-sheet on
a cognisable offence is not a
complaint, it is a police report.

In C. Muniappan and others v.
State of Tamil Nadu (2010), the
Supreme Court held that the
provisions of Section 195 of the
CrPC are mandatory and
non-compliance of the same
would vitiate the prosecution. In
State of U.P. v. Mata Bhikh and
Others (1994), the Supreme Court
held that “the object of this
section is to protect persons from
being vexatiously prosecuted
upon inadequate materials or
insufficient grounds by person
actuated by malice or ill-will or
frivolity of disposition at the
instance of private individuals for
the offences specified therein”.
The Madras High Court in
Jeevanandham and Others v. State
and Another (2018) held that a
police officer cannot register an

FIR for any of the offences falling
under Section 172 to 188 of the IPC
(Section 206 to 223 of the BNS).
However, the Court observed that
a police officer by virtue of powers
conferred under Section 41 of
CrPC (Section 35 of the BNSS) will
have the authority to take action
when a cognisable offence under
Section 188 of the IPC is
committed in his presence or
where such action is required, to
prevent such person from
committing an offence under
Section 188 of IPC.

Even the principles laid down
in Lalita Kumari v. Government of
Uttar Pradesh and Others (2014)
will not apply to registration of FIR
for offence under Section 223 of
the BNS. In a more recent case,
the High Court of Chhattisgarh
quashed the FIR registered by the
police as a medical graduate had
failed to inform the Chief Medical
Officer during the COVID-19
pandemic on her arrival in
Rajnandgaon, as required by the
District Magistrate’s order dated
May 2020. An FIR was registered
under Section 188 IPC by the
Rajnandgaon police on a
complaint by the local Chief
Municipal Officer. The High Court
quashed the FIR and held that no
FIR could be registered for offence
under Section 188 of the IPC.

Close the cases

The apropos line of action for the
Indore police will therefore be to
close the cases and intimate the
District Magistrate accordingly. In
case the District Magistrate wishes
to proceed further, he may
approach the court in writing as
required under Section 215 of the
BNSS. Though the State
government could either initiate
state amendment in the BNSS to
loosen the fetters of Section 215(1)
BNSS or enact a local law making
begging a cognisable offence, it
would not be advisable to convert
a petty civil offence into a criminal
one. This might deter people from
giving alms, but punishing the
receiver of alms will make the
situation worse. Beggars need to
be rehabilitated, not prosecuted.

A Message to District Magistrates and the Police
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FIRs Filed in Indore for Violating Prohibitory Orders
g # YT & Iedud W&o Y 71§ FIR

Two FIRs were registered in Indore under Section 223 of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS) for violating prohibitory orders issued under Section 163 of the
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS).

gl & st =g ERAT (BNS) #Y &Y 223 & d8d &Y UGTENR gof &Y 718, I R
AT FI&T HRT (BNSS) Y 4T 163 F a5 TR fA¥umawn & 3eoras & Haftra of|

First FIR: Against a person who gave alms to a beggar.

gl THITEHT; Tk AfFd & Bearw, oas v Bar) &) e &

Second FIR: Against a beggar’s son who was responsible for preventing his mother
from begging.

g THIATEIN: T FrEr) A 3T F Barw, [ 311 A7 F1 87 Ay § Jepet 1
S CKAKIER

Complaints were filed by the Begging Eradication Squad officer.

foramgfr seoierer g & TR qary R oot F38 778

Legal Issues in Filing the FIR
THITEH Gof FIA # Fefell FHAEATT

A District Magistrate can issue orders under Section 163 BNSS only in cases of
"urgent nuisance or apprehended danger".

o AfSET BNSS &Y 4RT 163 & dgd e Had " dehldl 39gd IT FHTfAd @ &
ATHST H A X THd ¢ |
Begging does not qualify as an urgent nuisance or immediate danger.

fratgfer & acprer 3uga a1 wWanfaa @a #r Avft 7 &t 7@ A1 FFAT|

Under Section 215 of BNSS (previously Section 195 of CrPC), a police officer
cannot register an FIR for violating a Magistrate’s order.

BNSS #I &RT 215 (9« CrPC Y 4RT 195) ¥ ded, ARIEET F 1R F 3eaaa W yfoaw
THIATEINT &of AT AT Thell|

Only the District Magistrate can file a complaint before the court.

Fad oreT AEEE & eTad & RHId gof F7 a5 £

Supreme Court and High Court Rulings on Similar Cases

Teltar FE 3 T8 FE &5 e

C. Muniappan v. State of Tamil Nadu (2010): The Supreme Court ruled that non-
compliance with Section 195 CrPC invalidates prosecution.
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T F U FAAAST AT & AT

State of U.P. v. Mata Bhikh (1994): The court held that Section 195 CrPC protects
individuals from malicious or frivolous prosecution.

I YU IS TATH AT H1@ (1994): TTeld o AT foh CrPC Y 9RT 195 sqfFadt &t
gaTa=TquT AT fARTeR HheA! @ 79 & fAv g

Jeevanandham v. State (2018): The Madras High Court ruled that police officers
cannot register FIRs under Sections 172-188 IPC (now Sections 206-223 BNS).

SaeTeies ST TSH (2018): FGTH 8TS HIC o Hhrell Gora o gforw rfRwRY 1PC $t arr

172-188 (37d BNS &Y &RT 206-223) & dgd THATEN gof AT HT Ahd |

Chhattisgarh High Court (COVID-19 Case, 2020): The court quashed an FIR against
a medical graduate for not informing the Chief Medical Officer about her arrival during
the pandemic.

AT 81§ FIE (COVID-19 HIHAT, 2020): 3eTeld o Tk AfSFH Ag[ue & Bems
TSR T6g X &Y, T8 ATART & SRIeT 3r9elt 3ufufar hr Fre 181 31 91 gof famam
T |

Proper Legal Procedure for Indore Case

gl AT & fw T FegE afka

The Indore police should close the FIRs and inform the District Magistrate.
F2R 9w ) THEIMEHR 7 F e AfELe 1 GfRra Fwm aifew)

If the District Magistrate wants to proceed, they must file a written complaint
before the court.

Ife forem ATIFET M FRATS FIAT T18 8, ) Jo¢ QT A AT RABIAT Gof FLeAT
graft|

State governments may amend laws to make begging a cognizable offense, but
criminalizing it is not advisable.

T TFN Fiefet # TN FT TRy Y AT 390 1 Fahelt §, et 39 3rommer
AT 3 1 g

Conclusion: Rehabilitation, Not Criminalization

foread: srqurefiertor wEt, qeate

Punishing those who give alms may reduce begging, but punishing beggars will
worsen their situation.

frem &=t arell Y Ef3T w1 F FaTgf w1 & wwcdl o, Afrer ARl 71 wor & @ 3aht
Reufa 3tk @ gt
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Begging should be addressed through social welfare and rehabilitation programs, not
criminal prosecution.

faramgfer & wreTfore Fearor 3R ety FRwAT F ATCIAH F g AT Ser wife, 7 o e
qHeAl & SIRT|

TOPICS COVERED (PCS Special)

1. Bisht set to be elected Deputy Speaker today
farse 3irer 3uTEET IR 9 F fAT AR

2. 6-time MLA Mohan Singh Bisht all set to be elected as
Deputy Speaker today

6 IR & freras Ager e fase mer suewsr g I & foaw IR
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Bisht set to be elected Deputy Speaker today
farse 3irer 3uTEwET IR IR F fAT AR

Bisht set to be
elected Deputy
Speaker today

+

PCS

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

BJP’s Mohan Singh Bisht, a
six-time MLA, is set to be
elected as Deputy Speaker
of the Delhi Assembly on
Thursday. The election,
however, will be held in
the absence of the Opposi-
tion as 21 AAP MLAs have
been suspended until Fri-
day for disrupting the
House. Following the elec-
tion, the House will conti-
nue to discuss the CAG re-
port on the liquor policy.

BJP’s Mohan Singh Bisht, a six-time MLA, is
set to be elected as Deputy Speaker of the
Delhi Assembly on Thursday.

HTSTT & Alger g fase, ot o7 aR RFus ®
T §, B TR 1 el fRrurerwsn & sureer &
G # Tot ST Y HHTEAT B

e The election will be held in the absence of the
Opposition, as 21 AAP MLAs have been suspended until
Friday for disrupting the House.

Ig gera fargat iy datsigett F g, Fifer 3mT & 21 Ry
YFHIAN aF fefaa T v a7 § et 7 §anmar e & FROT|

e Following the election, the House will continue to discuss
the CAG report on the liquor policy.

TG & STe, Heet e A o¥ Hreslt Rl ox == sl @
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6-time MLA Mohan Singh Bisht all set to be elected as
Deputy Speaker today

6 IR & femas Ager Rig fase 3mer 3urewet g9 9 & fav AR

6-time MLA Mohan Singh
Bisht all set to be elected
as Deputy Speaker today

Poll to take place in absence of 21 AAP legislators who've been suspended from House till Friday;

discussion over CAG report on now-scrapped liquor policy also scheduled in the Assembly today

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

ix-time MLA Mohan
Ssingh Bisht, whom

the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) has nominated
for the Deputy Speaker’s
post, is all set to be elected
to the chair on Thursday.

The election will, ho-
wever, be held in the ab-
sence of the Opposition.
Speaker Vijender Gupta
had, a day earlier, suspend-
ed 21 Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) legislators, including
Leader of the Opposition
Atishi, till Friday for dis-
rupting the House. The
lone AAP MLA to avoid the
suspension, Amanatullah
Khan, was not present in
the Assembly on Tuesday.

Following the Deputy
Speaker’s election, the
House will on Thursday
continue to discuss the
Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG) report over
the “¥2,002-crore loss to
the exchequer due to the
poor implementation” of
the now-scrapped liquor
policy.

During the course of the
Assembly session, which
has been extended till
March 3, the Speaker is
likely to table another CAG

Mohan Singh Bisht (right) with Speaker Vijender Gupta in the Assembly on Monday. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

report, which pertains to
the renovation of the 6,
Flagstaff Road bungalow,
where AAP chief Arvind
Kejriwal stayed as Chief Mi-
nister from 2015 till he
stepped down in October
2024.

The ruling party is ex-
pected to constitute va-
rious legislative panels ov-
er the next few days,
including the Public Ac-
counts Committee (PAC).

“After all the CAG re-
ports are tabled, the PAC,
comprising 14 MLAs of BJP
and AAP, will examine the
reports and submit its find-
ings to the House, which
will take appropriate ac-

tion,” said a BJP leader.

In the run-up to the Fe-
bruary 5 Assembly elec-
tion, the BJP had promised
to table 14 CAG reports,
which it claimed un-
earthed the “scams” per-
petrated in various sectors
under the previous AAP
government.

Political heavyweight
Mr. Bisht was elected this
year from Mustafabad,
which was marred by the
2020 north-east Delhi
communal riots, in which
53 people died and over
700 were injured.

How important he is for
the BJP in Delhi can be

gauged from the way he
forced the party leadership
to concede to his demands
during the ticket distribu-
tion process.

On January 12, when the
party issued its second
candidates’ list in which it
replaced Mr. Bisht from Ka-
rawal Nagar seat, from
where he had been elected
five times, with Kapil Mis-
hra, he threatened to con-
test as an Independent.

Within hours, the party
issued a third list for the
Assembly election with
just one name — that of Mr.
Bisht, and fielded him
from the adjoining Musta-
fabad constituency.

not present in the Assembly on Tuesday.

T FAUTIF AT edTE G, il fdaeT @ g9« a1 A fRurs &, #rear #
frerereem #F wlgg 7d 9

Discussion on CAG report

sl Rore qv ==t
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BJP’s Mohan Singh Bisht, a
six-time MLA, is set to be
elected as Deputy Speaker
of the Delhi Assembly on
Thursday.

STST9T & AgT &g f9ve, I &g
TR e ® 9% 8, F AR
! fgedl fatmaasir & 3uregsy
& T H T 1 Y FHTGAT

o The election will take place in the
absence of 21 AAP legislators, who
have been suspended until Friday for
disrupting the House.

gt & 21 3T ferrey Ay sreqafeafa
greft, ot YR a& faefae 2 fear
IAT & Wt # EIAT FI F HIOT|

e Speaker Vijender Gupta had
suspended 21 AAP MLAs, including

Leader of the Opposition Atishi, for
disrupting the House.

FieT farsiy arear o fager i aar
arfareft Ifga 21 3T AU Fl eI A

TITAT FI & forw Aefaa w fear an)
e AAP MLA Amanatullah Khan, the
only one to avoid suspension, was
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Following the Deputy Speaker’s election, the House will discuss the CAG report on
the ¥2,002-crore loss due to the poor implementation of the now-scrapped liquor

policy.
3UTERT & YA o §1G, Tl T2,002 FUF F FHATT 3R 319 GG Y 71§ R Af & e
FrATeader 9T Wt ROl o ==t Hem|

The Assembly session has been extended until March 3, and the Speaker is
expected to table another CAG report regarding the renovation of 6, Flagstaff Road
bungalow, where AAP chief Arvind Kejriwal lived as CM from 2015 to October
2024.

U@ T # 3 AT aF Fo1 A 1A 7, 31K Tl v ey diwsi RaiéE aer Fya iy
HHTAT §, 511 6, FAIEETEH US F3Tel & AdIAIIor & HafId ¢, STeT 39 wog@ 3Rfag
For{iarer 2015 § HFaT 2024 TH HEIHA & T H T

PAC and CAG reports
ot 3 Hesh Roréw

The ruling party is expected to constitute various legislative panels, including the
Public Accounts Committee (PAC), over the next few days.

ARG UTet 39Tl o et # e e afafa (diedh) afta Rffes furdh afdfot @
ST X ahall g

After all the CAG reports are tabled, the PAC, comprising 14 MLAs of BJP and
AAP, will examine the reports and submit findings to the House for appropriate
action.

ot ot Raiéw der @1t & a1, 14 sreraT 3iT 3 el arelt drodt Raet $ s

N 3R frset Bt wea & govet wrqa Ff, @ 3T Fias 5 maF)|

Before the February 5 Assembly election, BJP promised to table 14 CAG reports,
claiming they exposed scams under the previous AAP government.

5 Bad) I fAUTHsT IA1a @ Uge, STerdr « 14 Hwsit R aer w3 1 arer fmar o,
ST 3gia Aol 3T TFR & Gleral I 3SR FIa T &rar fHar am|

Political heavyweight Mohan Singh Bisht
TSiifas e Agsr R fase

Mohan Singh Bisht was elected this year from Mustafabad, which was affected by the
2020 north-east Delhi communal riots, in which 53 people died and over 700 were
injured.

Higer fig forse 38 ATel FFEASIETE @ T T, S 2020 & Fax-gdf Reelt ot & wenfara ar,
%ﬂﬁssmﬁaﬁrmagésﬁrmo#mmmgm

His influence in BJP Delhi politics was evident when he forced the party leadership
to reconsider his ticket during the candidate selection process.
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gRreT 9Tt Aea #1 39e Rehe TEes W AR F T

e OnJanuary 12, when the party replaced Bisht in Karawal Nagar with Kapil Mishra,
he threatened to contest as an Independent.

12 STATY I I IS o IR AR ¥ Frse Y 57978 F1AeT 87 ) e an, a3l
¥ 3FAIGAR & T F AT o5 1 eravehr |

Within hours, the BJP issued a third list with only one name—Mohan Singh Bisht, fielding
him from the Mustafabad constituency instead.

Fo @ el A, strerar o vl et wEh Sy Y, Sraet Faer v am—aee Rig fse o, 33
AEABETE A SFHlear ey fomam arm|
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