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Jahan-e-Khusrau fest:
Modi to inaugurate
25th edition today

IGS Paper I: History |

Anuj Kumar
NEW DELHI

After a five-year gap, Sufi strains will waft
in Delhi’s air again with Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi scheduled to open the 25th
edition of the Jahan-e-Khusrau festival at
Sunder Nursery on Friday.

Muzaffar Ali, the festival’s founder and
curator, said this would be the first time
that the Prime Minister would be attend-
ing the festival. In a statement, Mr. Modi
said the participation of global artists,
musicians, and dancers at the festival
“strongly resonates with the inclusive and
all-encompassing worldview” of the coun-
try. “May the melodious strains of soulful
music build bridges of peace, harmony,
and friendship between people, societies,
and nations,” he said.

The Prime Minister’s visit holds signifi-
cance as it comes at a time films like The
Kashmir Files have questioned the intent
of Muslim Sufi saints and a right-wing
group has laid claim over Khwaja Moinud-
din Chishti’s dargah in Ajmer, Rajasthan.

“The Prime Minister’s visit will send a
strong message,” said Mr. Ali. “I don’t
want to read his mind. I believe the Prime
Minister is following his heart. We reached
out to him for his blessings and received a
message from the Prime Minister’s Office
that he would like to attend the event,” the
curator said.
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Jahan-e-Khusrau Fest: Modi to
Inaugurate 25th Edition Today

SETA-T-GEU 3cHa: A 37T 259
HEHUT HT 3HIEA HLa

Festival Returns After Five Years
9T HT 916 384 T aIqd!

After afive-year gap, the Jahan-e-Khusrau
festival is set to return to Delhi’s Sunder
Nursery.

T TSl & TS & qTG, SET-T-GE 3cdd
feeel & ge 7dN & aradlt FT W@ e

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the 25th
edition of the festival on Friday.

WUTAH AT A% AIGT YHAR HT 30T & 258 HEHIOT HT 3G
ol

Prime Minister’s First Attendance at the Festival
QT Y 9gell IR 3c0d & 3ufeufa

o Muzaffar Ali, the festival’s founder and curator, stated
that this will be the first time the Prime Minister is
attending.

37U & HEATIF 3R FET AAFHT 3o o e & Ig agelt
IR g1 S« YU 59 3cHa & enfder git|

« In a statement, PM Modi emphasized that the festival’s
global participation reflects India’s inclusive and diverse
worldview.

YN 91T &, Ferrera=t MY S FgT [ Ig aRrsdT smeferdy
aTelT 3cHd SR 1 FaATaed 3R ag-Aiepfas give w1 gefm ¥

e He expressed hope that the soulful Sufi music would
foster peace, harmony, and friendship among people,
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3egieT TR STaTs for Y Welter Y e eafaat Ao, wamsi 3 aeel & o anifa, agma
3R f=ar #r emar &t

Significance of the Prime Minister’s Visit

TETAHAT T ITAT T Aged

The visit holds political and cultural significance, especially amidst ongoing debates
about Sufi saints and Islamic heritage in India.

Ig AT ATt AR FREHTas 7 § Heeaqot ¢, T[99 &7 & 9 & gy gat 3R
STATTAS fAdd 9T O &) 984t & di|

Films like The Kashmir Files have questioned the role of Sufi saints in India’s
history.

"g FAR BIgew St Rrest st & sfagrar 3 by wall i sy ox warer 3o7 g
A right-wing group has laid claim over Khwaja Moinuddin Chishti’s dargah in
Ajmer, Rajasthan, adding to the controversy.

Teh STRTOTI! WHE & TSIEATT & oo H o Earen Algagedter Rrech #r gtamng w arar
31T 8, TS faare s B

Muzaffar Ali stated that the Prime Minister’s participation would send a strong
message.

HAFHT 37elt o1 gl o qerrerera Y 3ufPufar va Ageaqor wder &t

Prime Minister’s Decision to Attend

TETTHAT T HNeERY 71 AT

Ali mentioned that he had invited PM Modi for his blessings, and the Prime
Minister’s Office confirmed his attendance.

37l o ST foh 3egiel Terersr=t A ¥ 3mefiaie & fore areqrer fFam o, 3R wererssh
FIATrT & 3erehy 3UTPAfa AT give $7|

He stated, “l don’t want to read his mind, but | believe the Prime Minister is
following his heart.”

3egiet e, "H TUTTHA Y WY Y TG TgAT ATE AT, AT FI 9T @ fF 77 39 forew Ay
gﬂ@%'“

The return of the Jahan-e-Khusrau festival after five years marks a cultural
milestone.

I | dTE; STETA-T-GHU 3cHT Y aTaH W fod 7 § TF Ageaqor aaT ¢
PM Modi’s presence highlights the government’s stance on cultural inclusivity and
artistic heritage.

TUTAHAT AEY Y ITRYFY TFR A Fiepfaw gamaer 3R Fareas e F vfa
yfaaeear Hi geiie ¥
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e The event is expected to showcase diverse global Sufi traditions and promote
peace and harmony.

I% 3cua fafay dRgs g wawsit # vefdfa wem 3k enfa v aegna 1 agrar 2|

Mu'in al-Din Hasan Chishti Sijzi: The Founder of the Chishti Order in India
5T AoT-dle gueT fareclt RS e 3 forecht Rrarfler & wvumas

Early Life and Background

YRS Sitaer 3R gessfa

e Birth: Mu'in al-Din Hasan Chishti was born in February 1143 CE in Sistan, a region that spans
present-day eastern Iran and southern Afghanistan.

ST {SA Iol-E1el g Tl T STed HYadr 1143 éﬁﬁﬁwaﬁgmm,a’raﬁmaﬁqﬁ
1T 3R gTeroflt srmanfaTare & ther v &1 1

o Early Education: He received his early education in Persia, studying Islamic theology and
Sufism.

YRS A& Segie B # 379+ TRFR 4T Tee Y, 76T 3egier s eavenes 3R ghrare
T 3T fond|

Migration to the Indian Subcontinent

AT 3UAIEEIT Y AR G

e Arrival in India: In the early 13th century, during the reign of Sultan Iltutmish (died 1236 CE),
Mu'in al-Din Chishti migrated to the Indian subcontinent.

HIT AT 1387 TEY T YBIHTA H, ool Seddinel (Fcg 1236 $EY) & ARl & G,
'S 3rel-clet TR IR 3UHgIedT & 31T

e Settlement in Ajmer: He eventually settled in Ajmer, Rajasthan, where he established the
Chishti Order of Sufism in India.

3TSTAT H FATIAT: 37 F TSTEATA & 3TN H 98, ST 3e/e1 ARA H (a2l Fhr e fer
TATYAT FT|

Teachings and Influence

frend 3k gere

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page4



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

e Core Principles: Mu'in al-Din Chishti emphasized values such as love, tolerance, and
openness.

&Y fAeuta: 751 3e-le faec & 9, FiRSuLar 3R 3eRdT S Hedl W SR fear|
e Incorporation of Music: He was among the first Islamic mystics to incorporate music into
spiritual practices, making the faith more relatable to the local populace.

HINT FT AL I gt STATAHT WA AT H T & fSegier smearfcrss srsarat & goid & anfae
foram, Torad 4o T Sfetall o ToIv 3ifereh gofer 9=1T|

e Chishti Order's Dominance: The Chishti Order became one of the most prominent Sufi orders
in medieval India, influencing numerous saints and scholars.

ferecht RrarfRrer 7 wepea: farect RAerf e Fegerellet R # Fa@ W@ T [{affel # @ v 5
I, [ &g Hdt 3R faearar 1 gswfad e

e Prominent Disciples: Notable figures like Nizamuddin Auliya and Amir Khusrow were
associated with this order.

ST Rrsa: fioToedeT Mo 3 3 et S s e ga Rrerer & o o
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UGC to release norms to end
caste bias in colleges, varsities

The UGC has received 1,314 complaints on caste discrimination under 2012 Regulations, out of

which 1,276 have been resolved; the top court had directed UGC to collate this data on Jan. 3

IGS Paper I: Society |

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he University
T Grants Commis-
sion (UGC) on

Thursday informed the Su-
preme Court that new reg-
ulations to prevent caste
discrimination in higher
educational  institutions
and universities across In-
dia have been drafted and
will be placed in the public
domain for soliciting
comments.

The UGC was respond-
ing to a Supreme Court or-
der in January on a petition
filed six years ago by the
mothers of Rohith Vemula
and Payal Tadvi, represent-
ed by advocates Prasanna
S. and Disha Wadekar, who
had appealed to the Su-
preme Court to act against
the “rampant” caste dis-
crimination in universities.
Rohith Vemula, a Ph.D.
scholar at Hyderabad Cen-
tral University, and Payal
Tadvi, a tribal student of
Topiwala National Medical
College, died by suicide in
January 2016 and May
2019, respectively, after be-
ing subject to on-campus
caste bias.

The UGC said its expert
panel chaired by Shailesh
N. Zala, former Vice-Chan-
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Q The draft UGC (Promotion of Equity

in Higher Education Institutions) Reg-

ulations, 2025 are under the pro-

kg
(i

cellor of Maharaja Krishna-
kumarsinhji ~ Bhavnagar
University in Gujarat, had
revisited the existing UGC
regulations and schemes
concerning the promotion
of members of the Sche-
duled Castes, Scheduled
Tribes, and Other Back-
ward Classes and Persons
with Disabilities in higher
educational institutions.
“The draft University
Grants Commission (Pro-
motion of Equity in Higher
Education  Institutions)
Regulations, 2025 are un-
der the process of approval
and would be placed in the
public domain... Thereaf-
ter, it shall be notified as
per  procedure  pre-
scribed,” the UGC affidavit
filed in the apex court said.
The court on January 3
directed the UGC to collate

cess of approval and would be
placed in the public domain...
Thereafter, it shall be

. notified as per proce-

' y dure prescribed

UNIVERSITY GRANTS

i COMMISSION

the total number of com-
plaints of caste discrimina-
tion received under its
2012 Regulations across
higher educational
institutions.

Six weeks’ time

A Bench of Justice Surya
Kant and Ujjal Bhuyan had
given the Commission six
weeks to collect the data
on how many Central,
State, deemed and private
universities and institu-
tions of higher learning
had set up Equal Oppor-
tunity Cells under 2012
Regulations; the number of
complaints received by
them; and action taken on
them. The UGC affidavit
said that it had received
3,522 responses from high-
er educational institutions
with information the court

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

had asked for. Based on the
information received, the
UGC said 3067 Equal Op-
portunity Cells and 3273
SC/ST Cells were set up.
“The number of total caste
discrimination complaints
received by these Cells so
far is 1503, out of which
1426 complaints have been
resolved,” the UGC said. It
added that 1,314 com-
plaints were received un-
der the 2012 Regulations,
out of which 1,276 were
resolved.

“The UGC is making all
possible efforts to curb the
menace of discrimination
in higher education institu-
tions and is also trying to
effectively curb and con-
trol any such incidents by
regular monitoring and
setting up of helpline so as
to ensure no complaint is
left unattended or unre-
solved,” the Commission
said. In January, Justice
Bhuyan had said it was
time the UGC showed
“some sympathy” in this
sensitive issue. Senior ad-
vocate Indira Jaising, ap-
pearing for the mothers,
said the UGC must come
clean on whether the 820-
odd universities and other
institutions were actually
implementing the 2012
Regulations.

Page6



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

UGC to Release Norms to End Caste Bias in Colleges,
Universities

Fictal A Feafagarerat 7 ST Agema gaTed F:3 & faw
I feemfearder Sy H¥am

New Regulations to Curb Caste Discrimination

AT AHTT b & foT AT Aad

The University Grants Commission (UGC) informed the Supreme
Court that new regulations to prevent caste discrimination in higher
educational institutions have been drafted.

freafagarer sreqere 3maer (UGC) & gulter #1E &t g fham & 3= frator
TEYHAT # AT figHa Ve & AT Av fFgd dur e e §)

e These regulations will be placed in the public domain for comments before final
approval.

o1 forgaAt 1 3ifaer Fiefa ¥ vga adafas Reuforat & fore wega fomam smeem
e This move follows a January 3 Supreme Court order directing UGC to collect data on
caste discrimination complaints in universities.

Ig hed 3 FAaH & GRA FIE F MU & 18 3oram 127, TS et Ft Feafaezrerat #
AT AT Y FRARTIAT IT 3T Tha FIaF &1 faer f&am aram am|

Background: Rohith Vemula and Payal Tadvi Cases
gesdfa: Afge ager 3R arrer asdft A

e The case was filed by the mothers of Rohith Vemula and Payal Tadvi, represented by
advocates Prasanna S. and Disha Wadekar.

Ig AT Afeat dogar AR ararer asdt i ATt GarT ywea ve. 3R Rem aset &

HIETH ¥ &R & 15 AT |
e Rohith Vemula, a Ph.D. scholar at Hyderabad Central University, died by suicide in
January 2016 after facing caste-based discrimination.

A Ao, S Eerag Fedrr Rreafagarery # dvad o &, F F=ad 2016 # e
NTHTT F FRUT HTcHGAT HT ol |

¢ Payal Tadvi, atribal student at Topiwala National Medical College, also died by
suicide in May 2019 due to caste bias.
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AT ASHTT F FRUT ATHSAT FI oY

UGC'’s Data on Caste Discrimination Complaints

IoirY S@RT STt SieeTa hr fAFTIal T e

e The UGC established an expert panel chaired by Shailesh N. Zala, former Vice-
Chancellor of Maharaja Krishnakumarsinhji Bhavnagar University, Gujarat.

Tt & Aerer T, FATe iy reatar A v e Yerer 1 wree R, S e F FHERIS
FOOFAR TGS AR feafagares & qd Fadfa g |

e The UGC received 3,522 responses from higher educational institutions, providing
data requested by the Supreme Court.
Tt Y 3,522 3% Rator eyt & gfafrard e, s gfter F1E gary #7wY 7w Ser
YT Tl § |

e The collected data showed:

o 3,067 Equal Opportunity Cells were set up.

3,067 AT 31qUT ThIss A1 fohw arv|
o 3,273 SC/ST Cells were created.
3,273 AT SATQA/SIASTIA FhISS TATT T

o 1,503 caste discrimination complaints were received, out of which 1,426 were
resolved.

1,503 ST Aesa Y AT gof Y 7€, [T & 1,426 FT IR FFAT 14T

o Under the 2012 UGC Regulations, 1,314 complaints were registered, with
1,276 resolved.

2012 I @t & aer 1,314 RiFrrd gor 1 718, foerst & 1,276 &7 F#mUTT
T |

Supreme Court’s Directive to UGC

AIA FIE E@RT JalidT H fAger

e A Bench of Justices Surya Kant and Ujjal Bhuyan directed the UGC to gather caste
discrimination data from Central, State, deemed, and private universities.

AT G Fia 3R Ioorer g i dis F TN a1 Fh, Uo7, s 3k fAsh
freafagarerat & ST siqema waelt Ser v e 1 forder R

e The Supreme Court asked:
o How many universities have set up Equal Opportunity Cells under the 2012
UGC Regulations?

fordet farafagareral o 2012 FEfH st & g @A 3raw yaivs Fufda fFe?
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o How many complaints were received and resolved?

ferctel I e g8 3R 3e7eht T gam?

o Areuniversities foIIowmg the 2012 gwdellnes effectively?

1 fereafag@mer 2012 & feenfardait 1 wormd w9 @ gree FI W@ 872

e The court gave the UGC six weeks to submit a report on these queries.

3eTeldl o FAHT FY 37 WaTell & 4T &t & fAT B Fed™e F1 a#7y &=

UGC’s Commitment to Ending Discrimination

IITHT Y ST AT TATCT FIeA AT Iicdaeydrn

e The UGC stated that it is making all possible efforts to curb caste-based
discrimination in universities.

At F FeT T g Freafaqarerat & st Agema #1 Aswat & AT &7 worg wara F @I e
e The Commission is also setting up regular monitoring mechanisms and helplines to
ensure no complaint goes unresolved.

31T e el @ 3R deudser TuTfa a1 @1 § aife #1853 Rere g
©

e Senior Advocate Indira Jaising emphasized that the UGC must ensure proper
implementation of the 2012 Regulations.

aftss sftraerar sfer SrafiE & SR Gt et foh Y & 2012 frst & | gar & g
AT YA Fwem aifew|

Conclusion

sy

e« The UGC’s new regulations for 2025 aim to strengthen protections against caste
discrimination in colleges and universities.

et & 2025 & ¢ fAT#AT 7 36827 Fias AR freafagzmert # s g F Bame

&I T AT HLT 8|
e The Supreme Court’s intervention highlights the urgent need for institutional
reforms to ensure equal opportunities for marginalized students.

FNA FIE HT gTARIT Tg =Ml § & gIRAT W 71w o7t & forw qar 3raw) glakad &

forT wumera guRT #r aeFTer IraeTFar g
e The effectiveness of these regulations will depend on strict monitoring,
accountability, and proper implementation in all higher education institutions.
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ST fgaT T gemaeiierdr 39 W R el [ 3oa fRrator gramet & #3 eREh, sameed

3R g8 FaTTaTe fFar av|
VIENNA

BISHKEK

Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan finalise

Conservative-led coalition to form

border deal, end years-long spat

oovt. in Austria without far right

A

Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan have finalised a border agreement on
Thursday, exchanging territories to end a decades-long dispute.
Kyrgyzstan gains 25 sq. km from Tajikistan in exchange for land and
better water access. The deal includes neutral roads and eased
access to resources, marking a significant step towards peace. are

AFt
IGS Paper |: World Geographyl A [GS Paper I: World Geography|

REUTERS

Austria’s conservative People’s Party (OeVP), Social Democrats, and
liberals formed a three-party government excluding the far-right
Freedom Party (FPOe). This follows months of negotiations after the
FPOe failed to form a government. Led by Christian Stocker, it seeks

to strengthen integration and impose stricter asylum policies. are

Tajikistan

Wakhan Tract China

Pakistan
Occupied <
Kashmir ;"

Afghanistan

Jammu & Kashmir i

Pakistan
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Japan Births Fall to Historic
Low, a Decline for Ninth
Consecutive Year

ST & Sed X Vg e T
FH, JIAR Ald a8 PRTae

e In 2024, Japan recorded only 7,20,988
births, marking the lowest birth rate in
history.

2024 H, SAT9TT A Fder 7,20,988 F+H &of T
AT, 5 3T A Gaq FA FeA ST ¢

o This represents a decline for the ninth
- IGS Paper I: Society | AP consecutive year, indicating a severe

Japan’s births fell to a record low of 7,20,988 in 2024, a decline for demographic crisis.

the ninth consecutive year. The number of deaths more than g oIdR Ald 9§ Airae #r E\"QISHT %’, S arefiT

TOKYO

Japan births fall to historic low, a
decline for ninth consecutive year

doubled births, highlighting Japan’s demographic crisis and e .
economic challenges amid a shrinking workforce and rising elderly HHT 1 3N SRINT &l g-l
population. Japan’s births peaked at 2.1 million in 1973. are e The number of deaths more than doubled

the number of births, worsening the
population decline.

G X oA & W AN 8) 18, Forad srerdear # v ik a8y a1 |
e Japan’s birth rate peaked at 2.1 million in 1973, but has since steadily declined.
SITATeT Y S &¥ 1973 & 2.1 AT of, afhat a9 & oemar PR W g

e This shrinking workforce and aging population pose major economic challenges
for Japan.

gedt Friad AR Jeu @i Saaedr A & fov 93 3nfdE d9e F1 FRT 9T BB

Amazon Unveils Ocelot, Its First Quantum Computing Chip

e Amazon Web Services (AWS) introduced Ocelot, its first quantum computing chip,
on Thursday.

IATT A9 AW (AWS) o TFAR Y HAATE, AT IglT FATeH FTFIT AT dled foha|
e The chip is designed to reduce quantum error correction costs by up to 90%.
g T FEH TR FIF2AT AT T 90% I HH FIA & foT fEomseT iy 1 B

e Ocelot uses "cat qubits" to suppress errors, improving the efficiency of quantum
computations.

INAATe "Fe FYFACH" HT 3TANT FIAT 8, [T FaICH IOTAT Y Z&TAT TGt |
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This innovation could accelerate the development of practical guantum computers by up to
five years.

Ig FAATIR SATITRS FITeH HOIR! F AT FY 9iT AT aF AT F Tl

(GS Paper I1: Polity, Governance, and International Relations)

1. Karnataka CM Slams Shah’s Remarks on Delimitation

Feiled & AEIAA! A ATE F IRHAAT Faeft feroqofy S arei=rar
2.T.N. CM Lists Languages ‘Swallowed by Hindi’

dffrereg & FEgaE  geagy @ fFd ganr faered o5 smme
M.K. Stalin Criticizes the Push for a Hindi Identity

TH.&F. Terfae o [ gganeT aiast & rataer H

3. No Negotiation Over Annexed Ukrainian Territory: Kremlin
TH A FeallU T Fhet! &1 G HY 8ft arat @ so7apr foFran
Kremlin Declares Annexed Territories as ‘Inseparable’
AT of FeolTU T &1AT HI AT FaqTaT

4.Cannot Show PM’s Degree to Strangers, DU Tells Delhi HC
dreer Fr 3ot srsrarfeat 1 w16t feram @y, faeelt freafagamera @

gT$ I ¥ Fgl

Delhi University’s Stand in Court

feeeh freafagaraT &1 #1€ & a7

5. A process where free and fair elections will be a casualty

v Yt forwest Faaa 3R fasaer et @ afer @g Sreeh

6. Trump 2.0 and the new matrix of U.S.-India defence ties

EFT 2.0 31X $IRA-3rA R T8 Gt &1 797 gran
7.Counting Matters
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IOTAT AGeaYT &

Delimitation Must Remain True to Both Representation and
Federalism

HATRT &1 gfafafeca 3t guae =t & ufa J=ar @ aifge

8. Art of the Deal
gl H Far

Donald Trump’s Plans for Peace Seem a Part of a Neo-
Colonial Agenda

SeATes g FT Afa Fisrelr v A9-3itafAa R vsist & Fwar derdt
e

9.Will the U.S.’s Changed Ukraine Policy End the Russia-
Ukraine War?

FIT IARHT T Tl §§ Lohet Alfe TH-AgheT YU HATST FT Fehell
g2

U.S.-Russia Talks: A Major Shift

IANFT-FH arat: vF Agea ol deora

10. The SEC and Hague Service Convention
TaSH! 3R g1 Aar g

What is the Hague Service Convention?

&7 qar wfy FAT

11. Germany'’s Election Results and Their Impact

St & Tera IR AR 3T woTE

Election Results and Political Landscape

FoArd! 9RO 3R Terelifas aReea

12.EU Team Begins Crucial Visit; Activist Points to Rights
Issues
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India-EU Strategic Partnership and Diplomatic Talks

HRA-$g WA AR AR Fehfaw ardt

13.Law Trying to Protect Children Born of Live-in
Relationships: Uttarakhand Govt

fora-ger Rererarfg & = s A &I 1 9419 ITrEs TER
High Court's Observation on Live-in Relationships

fora-sa Re=fAT X 3= =y & fecqufi
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Karnataka CM slams Shah
remarks on delimitation

Siddaramaiah calls Home Minister’s statement that South will not be disadvantaged vague, asking

if delimitation will follow the latest population ratio or the current number of Lok Sabha seats

GS Paper ll:
The Delimitation and
BendLanguage Issue

arnataka Chief Mi-
Knister Siddara-
maiah on Thurs-

day said that Union Home
Minister Amit Shah’s claim
that southern States would
not be disadvantaged in
the delimitation process
was not trustworthy and
appeared to be aimed at
creating confusion.

The Chief Minister’s re-
marks came a day after Mr.
Shah said at a BJP pro-
gramme in Coimbatore,
Tamil Nadu, that the south-
ern States would not lose a
single Lok Sabha seat to
delimitation.

“Going by the Home Mi-
nister’s vague remarks, it
seems that either he lacks
proper information or
there is a deliberate intent
to disadvantage the south-

Siddaramaiah’s statement comes a day after Amit Shah spoke

about delimitation, at a BJP event in Tamil Nadu. K. MURALI KUMAR

ern States, including Kar-
nataka, Telangana, Tamil
Nadu, Kerala, and Andhra
Pradesh,” Mr. Siddara-
maiah said in a statement.
If the Union government
genuinely wished to en-
sure fairness for southern
States, Mr. Shah must clari-
fy whether delimitation
would be based on the lat-
est population ratio or the

current number of Lok
Sabha seats, he said. “It is
evident that if delimitation
is carried out based on the
latest population ratio, it
will be a severe injustice to
the southern States.”

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12
EDITORIAL

» PAGE 8

TN. CM lists
languages
‘swallowed
by Hindr

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

In a social media post on
Thursday, Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
charged that the push for a
monolithic Hindi identity
had “killed ancient mother
tongues”, and gave a list of
languages that were “swal-
lowed by Hindi”. Union Mi-
nister Ashwini Vaishnaw,
in response, said Mr. Stalin
made such comments to
hide “poor governance”.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12

Karnataka CM Slams Shah’s Remarks on Delimitation

Fotlesh & HEIHA o ATE T IRANAT Faef feoqofy Ay srelr=rar

CM Siddaramaiah Questions Amit Shah’s Statement
Hoar R & AfAT o & a9 W) ware 3s1C

e Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah criticized Union Home Minister Amit
Shah’s statement that southern States would not be disadvantaged in the
delimitation process.

FeAtes & AEIHA RAGURHAT & FAT 76 7 HAT UME & 37 AT H Arelre= A,
foraet 3egier wrgT o B aREiweT ufthan # gfaroft Tl #t 1 swarT ¢ g
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o Siddaramaiah called Shah’s statement untrustworthy and confusing.

FAguR#AAT & g & T F FfATEAT 3 HA Ye1 FA 19T TA@=

Shah’s Statement on Delimitation Sparks Controversy

IR 9T AT F 9 @ faare

e Amit Shah, while addressing a BJP event in Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, assured that
no Lok Sabha seats would be lost due to delimitation.

A arg & affreeng F Pt F v dorH FEFA A For F NAFT F FROUTAS
AFTHT Hie A¢T Teaft|

e Siddaramaiah countered that either Shah lacks proper information or there is an
intentional attempt to disadvantage southern States like Karnataka, Telangana,
Tamil Nadu, Kerala, and Andhra Pradesh.

RagumrtaT & w1 @ a1 A e & 9 WE SEEIY T8 ¢, AT T Fedlea, e,
affrereg, HT 3R 3Ty TEw SR ZfRON IS FI FehwArT TEA B FHAT T

Demand for Clarity on Delimitation Criteria

IR & ATIEET 9T TS Y AT

o Siddaramaiah demanded that the Union government clarify whether delimitation
will be based on the latest population ratio or the current number of Lok Sabha
seats.

R A g awER ¥ I8 Taee F Y AT Y B aRelieTe adiaas saaear sregarT
& TR 9T FXIIT AT HIS[ET AlFTeT Wel A T&qT & HJaR|

e He warned that if delimitation is based on the latest population ratio, it will be a
severe injustice to the southern States.

3gial Aaraet &Y f afe aRwhee adiaas SaaeEar JFqud F IR W R srarg, @ Iw
gfgroft gt & |y 78R =T g

T.N. CM Lists Languages ‘Swallowed by Hindi’
dffraars & FegaE a geagy i [ ganr faered o8 smme

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin, in a social media post on
Thursday, claimed that the push for a monolithic Hindi identity had
"killed ancient mother tongues".

afAeeTg F AEIHA TH.F. T A FaR I v Frerer AEAT dee 7 Fa
o weheT R ggater AU & v o ATehieT ATGHTIIN FY AT F T |
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e Helisted several languages that he claimed were "swallowed by Hindi".

3egiet & HTHIT Y WA Y, A 3AF TR " HE q@RT Ferer s |

Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw Responds

FO 7 3R Feorg Hr gfAafFar

¢ Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw countered Stalin’s statement, saying that such
remarks were made to divert attention from "poor governance".

ﬁuﬂmm#mﬁaﬁmmmﬁgwﬁvwmﬁﬁwﬁﬁ
"G AT W €I Seha & forw iy ATt &

No negotiation over
annexed Ukrainian
territory: Kremlin

GS Paper ll:
Geopolitics

MOSCOwW

The Kremlin on Thursday
ruled out any negotiation
over the status of five Uk-
rainian regions it claims to
have annexed despite not
fully controlling four of
them. “The territories
which have become sub-
jects of the Russian Feder-
ation are an inseparable
part of our country,”
Kremlin spokesman Dmi-
try Peskov told reporters.

“This is undeniable and
non-negotiable,” he said in
a phone briefing.

Russia in 2014 annexed
Ukraine’s Crimea peninsu-
la following a brief military
operation and a referen-
dum that was criticised as
illegitimate by Kyiv and
Western powers.

After launching its full-
scale offensive, Russia in
September 2022 declared
the annexation of four Uk-
rainian regions — Donetsk,

Vladimir Putin

Luhansk, Zaporizhzhia
and Kherson. Russian forc-
es control most of the Do-
netsk and Luhansk region
but only parts of Zapo-
rizhzhia and Kherson.

Ruled out

Ukraine has seized hun-
dreds of square kilometres
of Russia’s Kursk region
and President Volodymyr
Zelensky has raised the
possibility of an “ex-
change” of territory with
Moscow — a notion ruled
out by Russia.

No Negotiation Over Annexed
Ukrainian Territory: Kremlin

T o FHealTC T Jahail &1 9 frelt oft
gTdT § SeTepX fohdT

On Thursday, Kremlin ruled out any
negotiation over the five Ukrainian regions
it claims to have annexed, despite not fully
controlling four of them.

TR Y FHaAToleT o 3oT TTT Fhot? &¥aT T Forely
$ft arat F PR # T, e W 38 et &1
grar {3 8, gTelf 3o7e ¥ TR W 3HSHT T
forararor 7187 21

. Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov stated that

these regions are now an ‘inseparable part’ of Russia
and their status is ‘non-negotiable’.

FATAT F TaFar AN TaeT o Fa1 F F 8T 39 T FT
e Rwar § 3k 39 Rufa w FiE aadia agt g

Russia’s Annexation of Ukrainian Territories

T AR Gehel! 4131 T 3fArargor

e In 2014, Russia annexed Ukraine’s Crimea peninsula following a military operation

and a disputed referendum.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page17



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS
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FeolT X form|

e In September 2022, after launching a full-scale offensive, Russia declared the
annexation of four more Ukrainian regions—Donetsk, Luhansk, Zaporizhzhia, and
Kherson.

et 2022 #, qoF $A= W 7 g7t & 918, T A ST, TeeEF, IR I
QAT FY 39 & # AT et Y gwor $i)

e Russian forces control most of Donetsk and Luhansk, but only parts of
Zaporizhzhia and Kherson.

THY AT FT Setera IR Jgrear & rftrarer Rrat W fgaor 3, Aftwer ImaRfoorn silk
AW F Fad 6 FEaT T Feoll o

Ukraine’s Response and Russia’s Rejection of Any ‘Exchange’

Tehet Y wfaferar 3 & qan frdlt Rffaw @ 3@ R

o Ukraine has seized hundreds of square kilometers of Russia’s Kursk region.
Tohel A TH F Fh 417 & sl a3 Fralefier W Fear # forar 21

e Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky suggested a possible "exchange" of
territory with Russia, but Moscow has ruled out the idea.

Teett Tregafar AR Soieh & T & 1y geanfaa ey Rfas #1 gema e,
AfFeT ATERT A @ WIS FT =TI
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Cannot show PM’s
degree to strangers,
DU tells Delhl HC

IGS Paper II: RTI

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Delhi University on Thurs-
day informed the High
Court that it has “no reser-
vation in showing Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
bachelor’s degree to the
court but cannot disclose
it to strangers”.

Appearing before the
Bench of Justice Sachin
Datta, Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta made the
submission, following
which the court reserved
its verdict on DU’s plea
against a Central Informa-
tion Commission (CIC) or-
der directing disclosure of
information with respect
to the bachelor’s degree of
the Prime Minister.

Following RTI applicant
Neeraj Kumar’s plea, the

CIC had on December 21,
2016, allowed the inspec-
tion of records of all stu-
dents who cleared the BA
exam in 1978 — the year
Prime Minister Modi also
passed it.

The court had in the
past stayed the CIC’s order.

Mr. Mehta demanded
that the impugned order
passed by the CIC was lia-
ble to be set aside.

He cautioned against
the misuse of the RTI Act
and termed the applica-
tion in the current case as
“politically motivated”.

Senior Advocate Sanjay
Hegde, appearing for Mr.
Kumar, argued that award-
ing a degree to a student
was not a private act but a
public one covered under
the ambit of the right to in-
formation.

challenge in court.
e Previously, the Delhi High Court had stayed the CIC’s order.

Arguments Presented

geoftel ger &Y 1§

Cannot Show PM’s Degree to
Strangers, DU Tells Delhi HC

droar Fr f33ft srararferat Y a8t
feaT g, el farafagarea
o 818 HIC A FeT

Delhi University (DU) informed
the Delhi High Court that it has
no issue showing Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s bachelor’s
degree to the court but cannot
disclose it to strangers.

e Solicitor General Tushar Mehta,
representing DU, made this submission
before the Bench of Justice Sachin Datta.

o Following this, the court reserved its
verdict on DU’s plea against the Central
Information Commission (CIC) order, which
directed the disclosure of PM Modi’s
bachelor’s degree details.

Background of the Case
HATHS hT ToS9A

e RTI applicant Neeraj Kumar had filed a
plea seeking inspection of records of all
students who passed the BA exam in 1978,
the same year PM Modi graduated.

e On December 21, 2016, the CIC had
allowed this inspection, leading to DU’s
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e Solicitor General Mehta argued that the RTI Act should not be misused and called the

application politically motivated.

e Senior Advocate Sanjay Hegde, representing Neeraj Kumar, countered that awarding
a degree is a public act and falls under the ambit of the Right to Information (RTI).

A process where free and fair elections will be a casualty

GS Paper Il: Elections

he Chief Election Commissioner and
Other Election Commissioners
(Appointment, Conditions of Service
and Term of Office) Bill, 2023 was the
first law enacted by Parliament, under Article
324(5) of the Constitution, dealing with the
appointment of the Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC) and Election Commissioners (EC). This law
was made in response to a Supreme Court of
India order of March 2023 according to which the
CEC and ECs should be appointed on the basis of
a recommendation made by a high-power
committee comprising the Prime Minister, the
Leader of Opposition (LoP) in the Lok Sabha and
the Chief Justice of India (CJI). This was to be an
interim measure until Parliament made a law on
the subject. As a matter of fact, in the past, the
CEC and ECs where always appointed by the
President of India on the recommendation of the
Prime Minister. This was found to be an
unsatisfactory situation by the Court as it would
affect the impartiality of the Election Commission
of India, which is constitutionally tasked with
conducting elections in a free and fair manner.

Challenging the new law

Although the government made the new law as
per the direction of the Court, in the committee it
replaced the CJI with a cabinet Minister to be
nominated by the Prime Minister who chairs the
three-member committee. The LoP is the other
member. This law has been challenged on the
ground that the provision relating to the
composition of the selection panel violates the
direction of the five-judge Bench of the Supreme
Court. The Constitution Bench was headed by
Justice K.M. Joseph (retired).

The new law provides for a search committee
headed by the Law Minister and two senior
bureaucrats in the Union government, which will
prepare a list of five persons for the committee to
consider. The names of persons found eligible by

the search committee have not been made public.

Anyway, the seniormost EC has been chosen to
be appointed as the CEC by the two members of
the committee, namely, the Prime Minister and
the Home Minister. The LoP put in a dissenting
note, wanting the selection to be put off till the
Court has considered the challenge to the law. As
it happened the decision was taken by the
majority in the selection committee. It must be
said here that the procedure laid down in the law
has been complied with. Subsequently the
appointments of CEC and another EC have been
officially notified.

Now that the law on the appointment of the

P.D.T. Achary
is a former

Secretary-General,
Lok Sabha

The Chief
Election
Commissioner
and Other
Election
Commissioners
(Appointment.
Conditions of
Service and
Term of Office)
Bill is flawed as
it backs the
government-
supported
candidate

CEC and ECs has come up for hearing in the
Court, there are certain constitutional issues
which need to be highlighted for a proper
perspective in the matter of appointment of these
high constitutional authorities

Infirmities in the selection process

The Constitution of India has vested the entire
responsibility for conducting the elections to
Parliament and State legislatures to the offices of
the President and the Vice President, and
preparing the electoral role for these elections in
the Election Commission of India (ECI) under
Article 324. Plenary powers for effectively
discharging this responsibility have also been
conferred on this body. The Court, in Election
Commission of India vs State of Tamil Nadu and
Others (1993), while dealing with the question of
powers of the ECI stated as follows: “the election
commission of India is a high constitutional
authority charged with the function and the duty
of ensuring free and fair elections and of the
purity of the electoral process. It has all the
incidental and ancillary powers to effectuate the
constitutional objective and purpose. The
plenitude of the commission|[’]s powers
corresponds to the high constitutional functions
it has to discharge”.

This and many other judgments of the Court
lay stress on the duty of the ECI to ensure free
and fair elections and to maintain the purity of
the electoral process. Around 960 million voters
participate in the voting process in India, making
it the most gigantic task for an electoral body
anywhere in the world. To conduct such a
massive election, while ensuring that it is free and
fair, demands that the ECI should have persons of
unimpeachable integrity, with proven
competence and absolute impartiality in heading
it. Therefore, it is of urmost importance that such
persons are selected through a process which is
constitutionally correct and which also inspires
great confidence in the citizens of India.

The most crucial part of this law is the
composition of the select committee, which is
chaired by the Prime Minister and has the LoP
and a cabinet Minister nominated by the Prime
Minister as members. Section 7 of the Act says
that the President shall appoint the CEC and ECs
on the recommendation of the select committee.
It is mandatory for the President to appoint
persons recommended by the select committee.
Thus, the select committee has the final say on
who should be appointed the CEC and ECs.

The most serious infirmity in this provision is
that the law itself creates a majority in favour of

the government. When the third member of the
committee is a cabinet Minister under the Prime
Minister, it is clear that the Prime Minister and
the cabinet Minister will at all times constitute the
majority, thus making it impossible for the select
committee to make an objective assessment of
the comparative merit of all the listed candidates.
This committee can select only a person whom
the government favours. The function of the law
is only ro lay down the qualification or the status
of the members to be brought on the selection
committee, and not to ensure through a legal
legerdemain a majority for the government’s
candidate. A cabinet Minister will always support
the Prime Minister’s proposal, so where is the
objective assessment of all the listed persons by
such a committee? The majority opinion in any
committee emerges through discussion among
independent members which cannot be
predicted beforehand. But in the committee
under this law, the outcome can be predicted
beforehand.

Another serious infirmity is that the
chairperson nominates one of the members,
namely, the cabinet Minister. Members of the
selection committee which selects the CEC and
ECs need to be independent men capable of
expressing their free will. When the chairman
himself nominates one member, this candidate
will undoubtedly be subservient to the chairman.
A cabinet Minister cannot take a view that is
different from that of the Prime Minister. Thus,
the selection committee as it is constituted has an
inherent incapacity to select the best person
through an objective assessment.

It defeats fairness and objectivity
These infirmities make this law constitutionally
unsustainable because the provision relating to
the composition of the committee is arbitrary and
does not have a rational basis. Further, by
creating a majority in favour of the government
supported candidate, it does not allow a fair and
objective assessment of the merit of other
similarly placed candidates. Thus, this provision
may violate Article 14 of the Constitution. Besides,
the selection of the CEC and other ECs has a vital
bearing on the conduct of free and fair elections
and in maintaining the purity of the electoral
process, which is a part of the basic structure of
the Constitution. So, if the composition of the
select committee ensures a majority for the
government supported candidate always, free
and fair elections will be a casualty.

The Supreme Court of India will have to take a
hard look at this law.

A process where free and fair elections will be a casualty

v ufshar forae Faaa 3R fasaar gomat 1 afer a¢ Sreeh

The Chief Election Commissioner and Other Election Commissioners
(Appointment, Conditions of Service and Term of Office) Bill, 2023
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was the first law enacted by Parliament under Article 324(5) of the
Constitution, dealing with the appointment of the Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) and Election Commissioners (EC).

HET TaTa g AR 3+ gara srgara (gfFa, dar #r ot i Fwriwre)
f9a, 2023 THE @RI IR TgaT FfeT AT, S WA & 3178 324(5)
¥ T 7EF AT IYFA (CEC) 3R IAma gt (EC) #r forgfera &

He e |

e This law was made in response to a Supreme Court of India order of March 2023,
which mandated that the CEC and ECs should be appointed based on a
recommendation made by a high-power committee comprising the Prime Minister,
the Leader of Opposition (LoP) in the Lok Sabha, and the Chief Justice of India
(CaI).

TG Flelel AT 2023 H HRA & Waled AT F MG & STaTd H F=727 9127 27, Forasd
CEC 3Rt ECs &I g teh sea-afda afffar qanr i e =i, foraet gemers,

ArFEHT 7 faqet & AT (LoP) 3R #Ra & F&T waraedier (CJ1) anfAe gi|
e The Supreme Court ruled that this was an interim measure until Parliament made a
law on the subject.
N FIE o FgT & Tg Teh HARH 391 8 519 e o Toe 50 AT 9 Freqer 781 vl |
o Earlier, the CEC and ECs were always appointed by the President of India on the
recommendation of the Prime Minister, which the Court found unsatisfactory as it

could affect the impartiality of the Election Commission of India tasked with
conducting free and fair elections.

Ugel, CEC 3R ECs &1 $IRe & Tegufa GaRT Ferersst $T RAwTier X f@gerd fovar sirer
o1, fo HAYSIeTa IIAT 31T FRifeh SOH R & JoA1d 3TN Y fsqatar gomiaa af
Fadr oY, S Faea 3R Fswar gemal 1 HaTers Far B

Challenging the new law

T FHefel Y FaAlell ol

e Although the government made the new law as per the Court’s direction, it replaced the
CJl with a Cabinet Minister nominated by the Prime Minister, who chairs the three-
member committee along with the LoP.

glelifeh TP & 3TeTolcl o [AERATGTHR ST Slofet FATT, AAfehel SHH CJ| HY ST T FHfaae
#At oY Qnfarer foma ara, Tordy wermarsst ganr snnfare foma o 31k o dier-wevdia afafs
Y ITEARTAT FX &, forae LoP &t enfder g1

e This law has been challenged on the grounds that the composition of the selection
panel violates the direction of the five-judge Bench of the Supreme Court, headed by

Page2 1
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Justice K.M. Joseph (retired).
SH el T el &Y 7§ & T Trer AT i FI=e Hafea =arrer & qra-armefier

e o TSR T Secitt AT &, ToraehT eTeTdr FArefet .07, A% (Farfarge) =
ot

e The new law provides for a search committee headed by the Law Minister and two
senior bureaucrats, who prepare a list of five persons for the committee to consider.

oTT ShTofel Teh Bier VAT T TTTETT LT &, ToTHERT ITETRTAT FlofeT HA el & AN SHH
ar aRs HleeE AA gt &, ot fAfa & fow i safFaat #r gt IR ad |

o The names of eligible persons identified by the search committee have not been
made public.

e AR CaRT gaT T AR SAfFaEl F AT @A WE Ad1 6T AT E

¢ Ultimately, the senior-most EC was appointed as the CEC by the twa members of the
committee, namely, the Prime Minister and the Home Minister.

3dd:, ¥a®@ akss EC &I CEC & &9 & AfAfa & &) #awar — wurersit 3K a5 75l ganr
forger foanam aram)

e The LoP submitted a dissenting note, asking to defer the selection until the Court had
considered the challenge to the law.

LoP & farer aite 2ot fohar, forasl aarer Y T4 et o 31eq1er foham arm, S ofeh foh
3ETAd $H FIefeT 1 goilell & & A W =R 78 T A

e« However, the decision was taken by the majority in the selection committee.
gTelifeh, Tae WiATA # TgaAd & YR R vt foram
o The appointments of the CEC and another EC were officially notified thereafter.
38 dle, CEC AR & 3w EC &1 fagfaradi &1 anftreie &0 & srfagfaa < fewr o)

e Now that the law on the appointment of the CEC and ECs has come up for hearing in
the Court, certain constitutional issues need to be highlighted.

31 ST CEC 3R ECs & fAgfda @ Fafd e srarerd & goaré & fov 3 g, ot o
FaduTfars FEEK A 3SR A T ITaTehT |

e The Chief Election Commissioner and Other Election Commissioners
(Appointment, Conditions of Service and Term of Office) Bill, 2023 was the first law
enacted by Parliament under Article 324(5) of the Constitution, dealing with the
appointment of the Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) and Election
Commissioners (EC).

HET ToTa ITFd AR 3 AT 3G (FAgiFa, Jar A et 3R Frdwre) fdas, 2023
HHE ST UTR TG oll Slefet AT, S WA & 31578 324(5) & g HET AT HIFd
(CEC) 3R gara gl (EC) &I gt & Haifere Tl

e This law was made in response to a Supreme Court of India order of March 2023,
which mandated that the CEC and ECs should be appointed based on a
recommendation made by a high-power committee comprising the Prime Minister,

the Leader of Opposition (LoP) in the Lok Sabha, and the Chief Justice of India
(CJaI).
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IE FlsleT AT 2023 H HRA & Falod A6 & 3G & STATd H FeA12T a7 T, vt
CEC 3R ECs T forgierer veh 3=ar-arfea afAfer qary 1 sireh =nige, foras wares,
dremwe 7 favet & ST (LoP) 3R sTRa & ay&a =amaedier (CJ1) anfdrer &f

Infirmities in the selection process
9T Uishar & @ifdan

e Article 324 of the Constitution vests the responsibility of conducting elections to
Parliament, State Legislatures, the President, and Vice President in the Election
Commission of India (ECI).

WU & 3eedq 324 & dod HHE, T RAeurerwsnait, wsgufa s swrseafa & goma
T T TFACRY R & ATa HTANT (ECI) 1 EidY 778 g

e The Supreme Court, in Election Commission of India vs State of Tamil Nadu and
Others (1993), ruled that the ECI is a high constitutional authority responsible for
ensuring free and fair elections and maintaining the purity of the electoral process.

Hafed FArTeT & 1993 H AT AT F1H TR AT AR 3= AT # gl 7o ECI
UF 3oq FauTfas wifteor 8, fSwe sy Fadw 3R frsaat gara gafad s ik
AT FHAT Y YeurdT FA1T @A & |

e The selection committee consists of the Prime Minister (Chairperson), the Leader of
Opposition (LoP), and a Cabinet Minister nominated by the Prime Minister.

Tg FiAfA 7 gure#s (3regan), et & dar (LoP) 3R gumer#HE gart anfAe v FHfaae
FA A g

e Section 7 of the Act mandates that the President must appoint the CEC and ECs as
per the recommendation of the selection committee.

YRT 7 & 3THR Useufd w1 a3e AT At RAwRer & @R CEC 3R ECs # fagiFa
Laoifanil

e The law ensures a majority for the government in the selection process, making it
difficult for the committee to objectively assess candidates.

I FHieleT T YR H WER & AT agwa glaRea wary, e afafa & foe
SFHICART o1 fITaT Hediehst hisll HideT gl Il &

e The Prime Minister nominates one committee member, ensuring that the
government’s candidate always has the upper hand.

T U AfATY G55 A1fAd F3a §, 508 TR gafda 3edicar i gaem sed
Ao &1

It defeats fairness and objectivity

7% frsaatan 3R awqfasadr #t e Far §
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e This provision may violate Article 14 of the Constitution, as it does not ensure a fair
and objective assessment of candidates.

Ig I HIAUT F HJeoq 14 FT 3ecrted FT HHAT ¢, Fiieh Tg SFHIGART T fersaat

AR aEGfIs8 Heiehe! AR wTgT |
e Since the CEC and ECs are crucial for free and fair elections, the current selection
process can compromise the purity of the electoral process.

dfsh CEC 3R ECs ¥aad 3R frsqet gamat & forw Agcaqet §, adare aae yfshar gemdt
ufShar T Yerrar & FASAT FT Tl g

e The Supreme Court of India will have to take a hard look at this law to ensure
constitutional fairness.

AR & Waled FATATET Y $H FToeT Y AgeT ST HIAT 11T cAleh HAUTTeleh TISTETAT
AR I S Heh|

Trump 2.0 and the new matrix of U.S.-India defence ties

[GS paper Ii: US-India Defence Relations |

official working visit on February 13, 2025

to the United States has, rightfully, got a
lot of attention. Among other things, it managed
to give a push to the U.S.-India bilateral defence
engagement. Defence acquisitions will certainly
expand interoperability, as the joint statement
underscored. Among the agreements announced
is about India likely to be proceeding with the
purchase and co-production of the ‘Javelin’
Anti-Tank Guided Missile (ATGM) and ‘Stryker’
Infantry Combat Vehicles (ICVs). Co-production
of the Javelin’ and the ‘Stryker” will boost
domestic manufacturing and help integrate India
more into the supply chain for these systems.

l’ rime Minister Narendra Modi’s brief and

A spectrum

In addition, India is to buy six more P-81 maritime
patrol aircraft to augment the Indian Navy’s
Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA). New Delhi
and Washington will sign a new 10-year
Framework for the U.S.-India Major Defense
Partnership in the 2ist Century. Collaboration in
Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS) and autonomous
systems, which includes contracts already
underway between Anduril Industries and the
Mahindra Group and the co-development by
L3Harris and Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL) of
Active Towed Array Systems (ATAS) received a
further boost under a fresh initiative announced
by Mr. Modi and the U.S. President Donald
Trump, dubbed the Autonomous Systems
Industry Alliance (ASIA). Greater cooperation
following a review is possible in undersea systems
and fifth generation fighter aircraft as well as
accelerated cooperation in space, air defence,
and anti-tank missiles.

India and the U.S. have also agreed to review
their existing regulatory regime in arms transfers
for more synergy in defence trade, maintenance,
repair and overhaul and critical initiations of
negotiations for a Reciprocal Defence
Procurement (RDP) agreement. Under this, both
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Defence
cooperation has
acquired a
stable
momentum, but
there are still
major challenges
that Washington
and New Delhi
need to address

countries will align their acquisition mechanisms
and foster a mutual supply of defence services
and goods. All these announcements augur well
for deeper defence cooperation between the two
countries.

The hurdles

However, challenges persist. One of the critical
elements missing in the joint statement was
virtually no mention of the urgent delivery of
General Electric (GE) Aerospace’s F-404 GE-IN-20
engines for the India-made Tejas-Mark 1A fighter
aircraft or the delivery and eventual 80% Transfer
of Technology (ToT) to India’s Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited (HAL) for the more advanced
GE engine F-414 to power the Mark-II variant of
the Tejas. Second, Mr. Trump, in the joint press
conference with Mr. Modi, did reiterate (as the
joint statement suggests) the possibility of New
Delhi purchasing the F-35 Lightning II fighter
aircraft.

Integrating the F-35 would be the most difficult
to pull off as the Indian Air Force (IAF) has too
many persistent gaps, which it is struggling to fill.
The IAF’s capabilities, especially in the domain of
offensive combat air power, require an infusion of
ongoing, yet delayed, integration of several
fighter aircraft geared for offensive and defensive
air, counter air and ground attack missions.
These capability deficits include inducting the
light-weight Tejas-Mark 1A and the Mark-11 jets
which are expected to serve as replacements for
the MiG-21 squadrons, most of which have been
retired. The absence of any word in the joint
statement on GE’s engine supply for the Tejas is
cause for concern due to the dwindling number
of [AF fighter squadrons, which could fall to
under 30.

There is also an effort to revive the Medium
Multi-Role Combat Aircraft (MMRCA) project for
114 multirole fighter aircraft. The project, which
was first initiated in the year 2000, underwent
several changes till 2004. A new process began in
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2007 that led to Dassault’s Rafale being selected
in 2011-12 for the supply of 114 fighter jets
following an extensive and rigorous evaluation
process. The French diluted their commitment to
ToT, after expressing scepticism about HAL's
capacity to meet the rigorous technical standards
necessary to build the aircraft. Negotiations
tapered off because New Delhi was not ready to
pay for the cost of the jets or accept France's
terms, eventually settling for 36 Rafale fighters in
fly-away condition for $8.8 billion as part of a
government-to-government contract.

What a deal with the U.S. would entail

In this context, the Trump administration’s latest
offer of the F-35 is not new as (the late) Ashton
Carter, who was Defence Secretary under the
Obama administration, had made a similar bid to
sell the fifth generation fighter aircraft. But it
would come without an offer of co-production or
ToT even if the unit cost of the F-35 jet is
currently pegged at $80 million a plane. In
contrast, India purchased the Rafale for $244
million a piece, but with a substantial weapons
package consisting of the 300 kilometre range
Scalp air to ground cruise missile and the 150
kilometre-range Meteor missiles.

Integrating the F-35 into the IAF is likely to be
demanding as it already fields very diverse
aircraft, which might leave it incurring fairly
substantial infrastructure and maintenance costs
as well as a highly intrusive on-site inspection U.S.
regime.

More consequentially the IAF and the
Government of India will need to consider
potential American restrictions on the use of the
F-35 that may come with its sale. In a nutshell,
while U.S.-India defence cooperation has
acquired a stable momentum, there are still some
challenges that both sides need to address. The
Modi-Trump engagement has prepared a
template which should now be used by both sides
to move quickly on key deliverables.
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Trump 2.0 and the new matrix of U.S.-India defence ties
EFT 2.0 31 HRA-3rART T8 Gt F71 797 orar

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s brief and official working visit on
February 13, 2025, to the United States has received significant
attention.

YT 7¥g AT HT 13 FIE 2025 FY §FFT T FARHT A witrea 3k
TR FTF AT FY FI6 e Aar 2

e Among other things, this visit strengthened U.S.-India bilateral defence engagement.
SH T o 37 el & 7eATaT HRA-3ANFT gfagaar &1 Fgdier o Asred foha

o Defence acquisitions will improve interoperability, as emphasized in the joint
statement.

Y&t Jrferargor O SR TAford) (IRFaT HTereT &7eTa) & YU §191, ST foh WgareT et
ool forar |

Key Defence Agreements

HEY &7 qAAT

e Indiais likely to proceed with the purchase and co-production of ‘Javelin’ Anti-Tank
Guided Missile (ATGM) and ‘Stryker’ Infantry Combat Vehicles (ICVs).

R THad: ‘Safae’ Té-d& Ms3s AAST (ATGM) 3R TEBHT s-hel PIrde ihed
(ICVs) & @lie 3R Tg-f[#T0T F forw 3mey sgam|

e Co-production of these systems will boost domestic manufacturing and integrate India
into the global supply chain.

o YUTITOIAT T |E-fATOT ERe] IeTGeT T Serdm oM 3T R aftas smqfet sy@er &
QAR |

Expansion in Defence Collaboration

T&TT HE AT A _AEar

e India will purchase six more P-8] maritime patrol aircraft to enhance the Indian
Navy’s Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA).

AR 5% 31 P-81 TR el faaArer wliicen, foad sty e i @l Shae Srereaar
(MDA) §¢3TT|

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page25

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Pa la

a
www.patrioticias.in

e A new 10-year Framework for the U.S.-India Major Defense Partnership in the 21st
Century will be signed.

- 3rART Jo7@ 8T WRAGRY & v 7 10-awfar grem seaneiia far smeen|

e Collaboration in Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS) and autonomous systems is
gaining momentum.
AR gars$ yonferdt (UAS) 3R Farae yonferat 3 dgdier aifd g&s W &

e Anduril Industries and Mahindra Group are working on contracts, while L3Harris and

Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL) are co-developing Active Towed Array Systems
(ATAS).

usRe 5 3N AfET I r7aell o 1 T T@ &, STafh L3Harris AR sRa
SolTelFd fafAes (BEL) Ao tfdeq eles W RAved (ATAS) RerAd = w &

e A new initiative announced by PM Modi and U.S. President Donald Trump is the
Autonomous Systems Industry Alliance (ASIA).

wereAAT A 3R IARNS Tegufar siares TFT GarT FaRw ToITel 3EANT T (ASIA)
T Yo i TS|

Future Areas of Cooperation

afasg & g & a7

o Possible enhanced cooperation in undersea systems, fifth-generation fighter aircraft,
space, air defence, and anti-tank missiles.

37T yonfaray, atedt N F o e, siaRer, arg vam, 3K vé-3w Pwmsat 7 wedter
¢ HhdT g

Regulatory Reforms in Defence Trade

T&TT TR A framas gur
e India and the U.S. have agreed to review their regulatory framework for arms
transfers.
R 3R IARFT 7 gRAIRT & gEaiaror & faw 3rvar Aaas e i Feien v |
HgAfA SIaTS|

o Focus on defence trade, maintenance, repair & overhaul (MRO), and a Reciprocal
Defence Procurement (RDP) agreement.

87T SR, TEEE, AFA 3R 3@ (MRO), 31 IREIR® &1 @i (RDP) ¥#=la
W &1 ST SATeam|

e« The RDP agreement will align acquisition mechanisms and facilitate the mutual
supply of defence goods and services.

RDP FHSIAT 3f0argor a= ! Harfad e 31 TaTr agat 3ix Faait & e smafet =

{:ljaummh TATTAT|

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page2 6

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

The Hurdles

A key element missing in the joint statement was the lack of mention of the urgent
delivery of General Electric (GE) Aerospace’s F-404 GE-IN-20 engines for the Tejas-
Mark 1A fighter aircraft.

WYFA FITA H Teh Hcd YOI cled IS AT, ST Soive gafFes (GE) TIRAH & F-404
GE-IN-20 SSTeT sl dq-ATH 1A T3TF AT o foIw 3mqfe] 1 IS oot =18t Tl
There was also no mention of the 80% Transfer of Technology (ToT) to Hindustan

Aeronautics Limited (HAL) for the advanced GE F-414 engine, which is meant for the
Mark-Il variant of the Tejas.

GE F-414 §51eT & oIT 80% SR 3T F=taltsll (ToT) ! igearT vaiaiesw fafaes
(HAL) & §EATARA el T IS Soold e8] [T IT, ST AoTH & ATeh-|| FEHIT & [T

39T ¢l

Donald Trump, during the joint press conference with PM Modi, reiterated the
possibility of India purchasing the F-35 Lightning Il fighter aircratft.

31ATeS T o THTAHAT ANEY & AT HIFl U Plohd H AR GaRT F-35 AFETAT || T3TF
AT i @l FF GHTAT F AT

Challenges in Integrating the F-35
F-35 &I enfirer #xa r gatfet

Integrating the F-35 into the Indian Air Force (IAF) will be difficult due to persistent
gaps in combat air power.

HRART I QT (IAF) H F-35 Y AT FIAT H{deT g1 Fi{h T8 ga1$ AP H oA
3R AT 3 &

The IAF is struggling with delayed integration of various fighter jets meant for
offensive, defensive, and counter-air missions.

IAF %1 fafdiesT gAeeR, TilcA® AR FI-TR fAerat & fov Rafaa agmeg et &

TehIHIOT T JHTAT T THAT AT IS IET 2

Capability deficits include the induction of Tejas-Mark 1A and Mark-Il jets, which will
replace the retiring MiG-21 squadrons.

STHATHT Y FHT 7 ATH-ATE 1A 3R ATH-|| ST AT A LT A &, S AaTioigd &1 &
MiG-21 TFargaT FI 978 oiel |

The absence of mention of GE’s engine supply for Tejas is concerning, as the IAF’s
fighter squadrons may fall below 30.

s F fAT GE g1t i 3mqfet &7 3eol o gl i o1 fawar g, F4ifeh IAF & aI8Th
TFaTSAl T TEAT 30 F A TR G B
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Revival of the MMRCA Project
MMRCA TREAYSTAT &7 Gerotiaet

Efforts are being made to revive the Medium Multi-Role Combat Aircraft (MMRCA)
project for 114 multirole fighter aircraft.

114 ARRS 31 fAaAET & fov A3 7ed-Aa Firde vawswre (MMRCA) 9RTsreT
Y GeTSiTdel el o T fohT T & 81

The project was first initiated in 2000 and underwent several changes until 2004, before
restarting in 2007.

7§ IRATSTAT Tgell X 2000 & g% 3R 2004 deh HS seelral A oY, 6 dTe 2007 7
38 O & % fohar I

In 2011-12, Dassault’s Rafale was selected for 114 fighter jets after an extensive
evaluation process.

2011-12 #, THIeT Whel I 114 T3 A< RAATAT & T g9 FedieheT TishdT & 16 ol

IRAT

France diluted its commitment to ToT, citing concerns over HAL'’s technical
capabilities.

WIF A ToT (SRWR 3HTH SFAtalion) i Sfaagear Ft & T &, Fife 38 HAL
dFhATh &THAT I ool Heg AT

Due to pricing and negotiation issues, India settled for 36 Rafale fighters in fly-away
condition for $8.8 billion through a government-to-government contract.

A fAuior 3iiX arat Aegl & FROT, 5 7 36 e A5 QAT B FolT$-313 FSNrT 7
$8.8 faferaer # FHR-W-JIHR Y o 6 G|

What a Deal with the U.S. Would Entail
IANSFT & 91T Tl F A~

The Trump administration’s offer of the F-35 is not new, as Ashton Carter (former
Defence Secretary under Obama) had made a similar bid.

TFT TATH $T F-35 T YEA1d 747 781 8, Fi{h INTAT TATHT F g 8T 4T vees F1eT
T Ugel 8 0aT gEara fear

No offer of co-production or Transfer of Technology (ToT) is included, even though
the F-35 unit cost is $80 million per aircraft.

FIE GE-3cUTGT IT STHABT IHTF SFaATATSl (ToT) Fr Jeraher 71 Y a7 7, o7 & F-35 Frufa
& amra $80 fAfaget gt

In contrast, India purchased Rafale for $244 million per aircraft, which included a
weapons package with:

g Fadid, SR & Whel &1 9 AT $244 Afas # @lier, S sfar $a e
QA AT
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o 300 km range Scalp air-to-ground cruise missile
300 forelY Yor Y THhew TI-T- A58 Fof AAST

o 150 km range Meteor missiles
150 for#Y 37 ST ATHT AaTse

Integrating the F-35 will be expensive, requiring significant infrastructure and
maintenance costs.

F-35 %Y TG FIAT HEI 319N, FiTeh 380 foIT Ageaqor giaamd o i t@wama arrd

T 3TILTRAT g1 |

India may also have to comply with strict U.S. on-site inspections.

AR ) &I IARFY TT-T18e FANETON T ITeled T I8 ohelT B

The IAF and Government of India will need to consider potential U.S. restrictions on
the operational use of the F-35.

IAF 3R 8T TIHR F F-35 F FaTersT I TR 3ARET yfaeet = R e gem|

Conclusion

sy

While U.S.-India defence cooperation has gained stable momentum, several
challenges remain.

- AT T&TT FEAT =1 U a1fer wreet 7 §, oifeher 3180 oft o6 ailforat aei g8 &1
The Modi-Trump engagement has laid out a template that both sides should use to
move forward on key deliverables.

HIEI-ZFT a7l o1 Teh TRET IR HY 8, T aedt el sl Fgeaqor araat o) sl & 31 dor
& forT 3uer e @R Ul
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[GS Paper II: Delimitation |

Counting matters
Delimitation must remain true to both
representation and federalism

y calling for an all-party meeting on
B March 5 to discuss the delimitation exer-

cise, Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Sta-
lin has sought to stir up a national debate. Delim-
itation, as an exercise, has not seen any increase
in the legislative seats since 1973, having been fro-
zen as per the 1971 Census for parity in popula-
tion growth across States. This was done to pre-
vent States with a higher population growth from
getting “rewarded” with a higher number of re-
presentatives at the cost of other States with bet-
ter health indices and lower growth. The 84th
constitutional Amendment had stipulated that
the delimitation exercise would be based on the
first Census after 2026. Is the Union government
inexplicably delaying the Census exercise to al-
low for the delimitation exercise to be held ear-
lier? In the normal scheme of things, the exercise
would have been done after the 2031 Census, but
it is now possible after 2026 once the Census (due
in 2021), is conducted.

The concern of Tamil Nadu that the exercise
could hurt its representation in Parliament is leg-
itimate if the Centre intends the process to be on-
ly proportionally representative of each State’s
population. This is illustrated in the population
growth rates (1971-2024) in Tamil Nadu and undi-
vided Bihar. The electorate, for which recent data
is available, grew by 171% in the former as against
233% in the latter, while they had a comparable
number of Lok Sabha MPs (39 versus 54, includ-
ing Jharkhand). If delimitation was held and con-
stituencies redrawn to match population growth,
and even if the overall Lok Sabha tally was in-
creased, the final number for Tamil Nadu would
clearly be much lower than Bihar’s. Other States
with reduced fertility rates, such as Kerala and
Karnataka, will also be affected. Home Minister
Amit Shah has said that there will be no “reduc-
tion on a pro-rata basis” for Southern States and
that they would get their “rightful share” but
there has been little clarity on whether this would
mean that their proportion of representatives
will be retained after delimitation. The significant
increase in population since 1973 should lead to
an increased number of representatives, and,
therefore, a higher number of seats, especially in
north India’s highly populated States. Yet, the
equally important principle of federalism should
suggest the need for the proportions of represen-
tation to be maintained to keep the balance of
power intact across States. More importantly, the
government must expedite the Census just to al-
lay concerns that it has been delayed to facilitate
an earlier and controversial delimitation. A na-
tion striving to reach the higher pedestals of
world power cannot afford to delay the basic ex-
ercise of counting the number of its own people.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Counting Matters

IOTAT AgeaYoT &

o Delimitation Must Remain True to Both Representation and
Federalism

o  TATHRA HI Yfafftca 3R Fuarg gl & gfd T@ar Igar

afew

o Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin has called for an all-
party meeting on March 5 to discuss the delimitation exercise,
aiming to start a national debate on the issue.

ATHIATS & HEIHA TH.&. Tl o 5 AT I HiHTha! Fishadm
4T & TIT Fdel 3oeh gorrs §, fad Uediy 964 & &1 §ah |

. Delimitation has not increased legislative seats since
1973, as it was frozen based on the 1971 Census to maintain
parity in population growth across States.

1973 & 1 & AR TfeFrar 7 e det fr vear 78 a4,
Fifeh 38 1971 FY SAAVIAT o HTUR W AAT 7 TAREAT o
Y FATAAT TATC @A & o Tafaa = fam arar )

. This was done to prevent States with higher population
growth from gaining more representatives, at the cost of
States with better health indices and lower population
growth.

SHHT 36527 sl ¥ FTHEAT 50 aTa T4t &1 Ao vfaffe
e & et o1, [STEd dga FARLT Ya&iw AR FA STawedr
g arer T T FHAT o gl

. The 84th Constitutional Amendment mandated that the

next delimitation would be based on the first Census after
2026.

847 gaenfas e & g e fanam & 319rem HATHT 2026

& d1¢ FT Tgell STTITOTAT o TR 9T fohaT ST |

. There are concerns that the Union government might be
delaying the Census to conduct delimitation earlier than
originally planned.

IE 3T & T g TR ATAGgrehT F19r0relt # 3q FI @ E,
orfeh ANSTAT & T & A T FHIAT ST T |

Concerns of Tamil Nadu and Other States

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page3o



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Tamil Nadu fears that delimitation may reduce its representation in Parliament, if it
is conducted only on the basis of population proportion.

affreaTg Ft ameie § B Weiee @ gug # 3w sl w0 ot aFar §, 3 38 Faa

STHEAT 3] & TR 9T 2T a7

The population growth (1971-2024) in Tamil Nadu increased by 171%, while in
undivided Bihar, it grew by 233%.

1971 § 2024 & AT STAwEA FE 0 Affearg 7 171% AR wfsnfora fer 7 233% &3

Tamil Nadu and undivided Bihar had comparable Lok Sabha MPs (39 vs. 54,
including Jharkhand), but if delimitation is based on population, Tamil Nadu’s seat
share will decrease.

affreag 3k srfaenfora fEr & SwweT aiwel At GEar demsrer gAwET ot (39 T+ 54,
fSa# sREs anfad), aﬁmm;ﬁﬂmm#mwgm o afferg $r wel
&I TEAT gT el B

Other low-fertility States like Kerala and Karnataka would also be affected similarly.

FToT 3 FaATed ST FH Tolalel & aTel 3T T 3 s a8 wsnfaa gl

Home Minister Amit Shah has assured that Southern States will not face a
proportional reduction and will get their rightful share, but clarity is lacking on how
this will be ensured.

T AT A o 3mRaraT o= § R af@olt et i Hiel 7 srewfae wet At 3k
3¢ 3eThT ~TAA feEaT fASm, AfeheT 38 W F1E TIsedr 781 &

Balancing Representation and Federalism

yfafafea 3tk woame & @i aqa

The population has significantly increased since 1973, requiring more Lok Sabha
seats, especially in North India’s highly populated States.

1973 & a1E § STaweEar # 71 qef¥ g8 7, IS0 Swas Met 1 Tear ser i draeghmdl

T, T IaT AR & A TH FTAHEAT drel AT 7|

However, federalism demands that representation proportions be maintained,
ensuring a balanced power structure across States.

cifehet, HeraTg #Y $tTae Fgelt ¢ f gfafafled #1 srequra qare @ s, Swd vt & @i
Tl HJelel 911 35|

The Census must be expedited to clear doubts that it is being delayed deliberately
for early delimitation.

STeTaToTaT 93T Y A e s anfew, arfes s@ |eg Y oY T o e T 3@ Seregra
WAt 7 STeqarsit & fav Refaa frar o @ |

A nation aiming for global leadership cannot afford to delay counting its own
people.
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—|GS Paper II: Neo-Colonialism|——
Art of the deal
Donald Trump’s plans for peace seem
a part of a neo-colonial agenda
P resident Donald Trump has invited Ukrai-

nian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy to

Washington to sign a deal that would give
Washington access to Ukraine’s rare earth miner-
al deposits, in exchange for the White House’s
support in ending the three-year war there since
the Russia invasion. While Mr. Trump has — to his
domestic constituents — positioned the deal as fa-
vourable to the U.S., to help American taxpayers
“get their money back” in the context of U.S. aid
to Ukraine, he has also emphasised that responsi-
bility for the security angle of the Ukraine situa-
tion would fall on Europe. Hinting at what ap-
pears to be a limited future U.S. commitment to
and involvement with the conflict, the Trump ad-
ministration has so far avoided providing any se-
curity guarantee to Ukraine that would accompa-
ny the minerals deal, even though Mr. Zelenskyy
has said: “If we don’t get security guarantees, we
won’t have a ceasefire, nothing will work, noth-
ing.” Nevertheless, both sides are closing ranks
on an agreement that revolves around a “Recon-
struction Investment Fund”, towards which Uk-
raine would be required to contribute 50% of “all
revenues earned from the future monetisation of
all relevant Ukrainian Government-owned natu-
ral resource assets [... including] deposits of min-
erals, hydrocarbons, oil, natural gas, and other
extractable materials, and other infrastructure
relevant to natural resource assets”. An early
draft suggests that the fund will be managed by
both countries, yet details on its governance and
operation have not been hammered out yet.

On the one hand, the unambiguous positive
outcome to hope for would be a robust ceasefire
between Moscow and Kyiv, followed by bilateral
territorial and institutional agreements that en-
sure peace as a precursor to reconstruction and
rehabilitation of the areas devastated by Russia.
Yet, sceptics may wonder whether this deal tips
more in favour of resource extraction by the U.S.
rather than any broader peace-seeking efforts,
especially because the EU, as a critical stakehol-
der to any denouement in Ukraine, has been left
in the cold; and because the Trump White House
appears to have discussed with Russian President
Vladimir Putin the possibility of Moscow working
with U.S. companies to “mine rare earth mineral
deposits in both Russia, and parts of Russian-oc-
cupied Ukraine”. There is nothing wrong with
healthy competition and bilateral or multi-party
deals for the extraction and sale of rare earth
minerals, now a vital resource. However, when
investment deals in this sector are used to blunt
and deflect from strategic questions regarding
Russian aggression and the large-scale violations
of human rights, it becomes considerably harder
to distinguish Mr. Trump’s plans for the region
from an unapologetic neo-colonial agenda.

Address
Email Id

FI T NTRHA F8T 3T HhdT|

Art of the Deal
e T FaT

e Donald Trump’s Plans for Peace Seem a Part of a Neo-Colonial
Agenda

o 3TeITes THY T QT VSTl Ueh AAa-3 a1k TsisT T feEdT rerar
3

e President Donald Trump has invited Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy to Washington to sign a deal giving the U.S.
access to Ukraine’s rare earth mineral deposits.

Tsgafd SieTes ¢ o ohell TseUT TSR Seieehr & arfiareet
AT fohar § arfes e Fasiia I geareR fhe o aeh, oad
aﬁﬁwaﬁu‘\ama:gﬁa@ﬁamﬁamqgammﬁl

¢ In exchange, the White House will support ending the three-
year war since Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

dcol #, FTBC §T3H TH & HHAV & a5 § ofiet 1l ¥ T 1§ Jgur
HHTC FIA & foIT gHAT S|

e Trump has positioned this deal as beneficial to the U.S., helping
American taxpayers "get their money back" in the context of U.S.
aid to Ukraine.

TFT o 39 Tl A AR F T SIS TamT, Sy 3Aid
FIGTAT3 HY ST Heraar U Ty e wahah, i Jaher w1 &Y 78
IANHT Agg F TG A ¢

Lack of U.S. Security Guarantees

AT & IRE F7 37817

e Trump administration has not provided any security guarantee
to Ukraine along with the minerals deal.

THFT WRITHS o 38 WiFleT ASIA & I FaheT T IS GI&TT AREY 781
g

e Zelenskyy has warned, “If we don’t get security guarantees,
we won’t have a ceasefire.”
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FACIEHY o AT &Y, " IR g GI&T AR a7gT Fhrerely, ot H1$ Feerfany w7t gham”
Despite this, both sides are working towards a deal that includes a "Reconstruction
Investment Fund."

$HF MGG, QAT TaT " qATTATOT fFrder 1w & 33 U Tosiia Y e F 3mt 9 @

Ukraine’s Contribution and Fund Management

el T AT H FIY JarereT

Ukraine will be required to contribute 50% of all revenues earned from the
monetisation of its natural resources (minerals, oil, natural gas, etc.).

TeheT Y 39 WP o waTeE (@i, dd, Tehfae 3 3nfe) & arrsdeoer & sifsta

TSTET FT 50% FNITETeT ST 1|

The fund will be jointly managed by the U.S. and Ukraine, but details on
governance and operation are still unclear.

Ig FIY AN AR T garT FgFd w9 F yafta fmar s, dfsher swd warer i
et F IR 7 F$ TISCar 61 ¢

Strategic and Economic Concerns

Trefas 3k anfdes R

A ceasefire between Moscow and Kyiv is a potential positive outcome of this deal.

SH THASIA &I T WHIfAT WFRIeHS TROMA AR 3R Fra & i geufawus g @hdr |

However, some believe the deal favors U.S. resource extraction over genuine peace
efforts.

glelieh, S ST I HIToAT § foh Ig TASHIAT areafas anfer garat A gerem 7 sARAr
THTUT SYgeT &Y TTATAFAT a1 B

The EU has been excluded from negotiations, despite being a key stakeholder in
Ukraine's future.

Teel & AT T v 9@ RAURT g & aras[g, NI & (EU) F1 57 aral § 9w @t
AT ¢
Trump administration has reportedly discussed with Russian President Vladimir

Putin the possibility of U.S. companies mining rare earth minerals in Russia and
Russian-occupied Ukraine.

T WA o A ok TR &t sgufer senfeafit gfas & @y & st w-fafaa ger 7
3ARFY Fuferal garT gersr @feer @erer & Foma=T 9 == A

Neo-Colonial Implications

da-3afaafs gana

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page3 3



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

Kanwal Sibal

Former Foreign
Secretary

Anuradha
Chenoy

Adjunct
Professor,
Jindal Global
University

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

e Resource extraction deals are normal, but when they distract from strategic
concerns like Russian aggression and human rights violations, they raise ethical

concerns.

HETH Qg FASIS AT &, Afehet ST 3 THY 3mH#AT 3R AR g o
TorAfaF Feg! & €T gera &, o T Afaw fRiar 1 v oo Srar 81

e The Trump administration’s approach makes it difficult to distinguish economic
deals from a neo-colonial agenda.

T WA $Y g Afer 3ies FASCT 1 7a-3itafaafiie wsist & srerer w3 gRw aor

gt 8

Will the U.S.s changed Ukraine policy end the Russia-Ukraine war?

I PARLEY ]

n February 18, U. retary of State
Marco Rubio met in Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov in Riyadh.
This was a dramatic reversal of the
previous U.S. administration’s policy of not
having peace talks with Russia since the
beginning of Russia’s war with Ukraine in
February 2022. The reversal took place because
of Donald Trump’s election campangn in which
he called for “ending the war in Ukraine”. Since
taking office, President Trump has spoken on
phone with Russian President Vladimir Putin
and Uk dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy,
whi criticised on the platform Truth
Social. Wlll the U.S.'s changed Ukraine policy
end the Russia-Ukraine war? Kanwal Sibal and
Anuradha Chenoy discuss the question in a
conversation moderated by Kallol
Bhattacherjee. Edited excerpts:

Is U.S. President Donald Trump’s peace
overture to Russia a well-thought-out design
or is it being driven by domestic dynamics?

Kanwal Sibal: Donald Trump is unpredictable
and he could still swing a surprise. He may
change or modify his position and goina
different direction depending on whether he
feels that he’s getting what he wants.

Having said that, he has taken a position on
Russia and has actually begun a dialogue with
Russia, which hasn’t existed for the last three
years. He has reversed the U.S.s position on
having a dialogue with Russia and on finding a
peaceful way out. His principal advisers,
whether the Secretary of State or the National
Security Adviser, or even the Defence Secretary,
have made clear statements about their views.

Meanwhile, Mr. Trump has been pretty harsh
towards Volodymyr Zelenskyy. He has called
him a ‘dictator’. He thinks Mr. Zelenskyy needs
to legitimise himself by organising elections in
Ukraine, which has been Russia's demand too.
He says the U.S. has pumped $350 billion into
the war in Ukraine, though that figure is
disputed by the Ukranian President. Mr. Trump
says he needs to recover the $350 billion and the
way he will do that is by forcing Mr. Zelenskyy to
sign an agreement with the U.S. to allow it to
acquire mineral rights in Ukraine. So, basically,
he has reduced it to an economic proposition.
But the core issue is not economic; it is the role
of the U.S. in providing security to Europe.

Most importantly, this is the first time that a
U.S. President h: id that the expansion of
NATO was the reason for the Ukraine conflict.

Anuradha Chenoy: First, Mr. Trump sees the
ground reality, which is that Russia is winning

Will the U.S.’s Changed Ukraine Policy End the

Ukraine War?

USS Secretary of State Marco Rubio (right) shakes hands with Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. ArP

the war. A lot of Ukraine’s military operations
have failed. The war is like a black hole and a lot
of American and European money is going into
it. The Europeans obviously want the war to
continue. So Mr. Trump is actually managing
this defeat in the best way he can. Second,
throughout his election campaign, Mr. Trump
had argued for peace. He has got an
overwhelming majority, so he has to please his
voters. Third, I think he’s resetting the extractive
engagement of the military industrial complex
of the U.S. vis-a-vis Ukraine with the deal for rare
earth minerals. However, we have to remember
that much of Ukraine’s mineral wealth is in the
Donbas region, which
conlml Mr. Trump's pol

Amrnnn interests.

In 2022, Turkey brokered a deal which was
scuttled by the U.S. and the U.K. Can a similar
deal go through this time in Riyadh even if it
involves Ukraine suffering loss of territory?

KS: Well, Mr. Zelenskyy had dug his heels in.
He's been very defiant. He has, in fa sul
Mr. Trump. The U.S. Vice President s
when Mr. Zelenskyy alleged that Mr. Trump was
actually purveying Russian disinformation. He
claims that he’s got 57% support in Ukraine, but
the fact is that his support levels are exceedingly
low. My European sources say the two people
who are standing in the way [of peace talks] are
Mr. Zelenskyy and Andriy Yermak, the chief of
the presidential office, who is a hawk.

The issue is, how long can Europe continue to
support Mr. Zelenskyy? The Europeans are
trying to convince the U.S. not to abandon
Ukraine as it would be a big defeat for Europe.

Mr. Putin visited Saudi Arabia earlier and he
enjoys good relations with Saudi Arabia. But at
the end of the day, | feel that as long as Mr.

ee

The decision to end this war will have to be
taken by countries who are the primary
actors in this matter and ultimately everyone
knows that this is a proxy war of NATO
versus Russia in Ukraine. It's not a war
between Russia and Ukraine, though Ukraine
has a big role to play.

ANURADHA CHENOY

Zelenskyy is there, there will be a problem in
forcing a solution because he can continue to
say that he is unwilling to yield territory.

AC: Mr. Trump has many means of convincing
the U.K. Prime Minister Keir Starmer, Mr.
Zelenskyy, and the leaders of the European
Union, who are all against a peace deal. Because
the choice before Mr. Zelenskyy is to either
agree to what Mr. Trump is putting forth or to
face a complete collapse on the battlefield. That
is the reality. The minute Mr. Trump withdraws
funding, Ukraine will collapse. So, it is a choice
between the devil and the deep blue sea, and
Mr. Zelenskyy have to take one.

I think the easier one is to go with Mr.
Trump’s plan because there at least he can ask
the U.S. for some security guarantee for the
Ukraine that is left after giving up territory to
Russia. Plus, he can hope for some economic
deals and some reconstruction.

In comparison, Mr. Putin is clear. As there is
no ceasefire yet, the Russian troops will
continue to advance. I went to Moscow recently
and people are very tough. They feel this is an
existential conflict which they have to win. At
the same time, they don't want to give up too
much of what they already have.

Why is it so difficult to find a solution to this
war despite such a compelling humanitarian
argument — the war has reportedly cost
around one million lives and caused massive
displacement in Ukraine.

KS: Ukraine is under martial law, so people can’t
express their opinion freely. The problem of
Ukraine came out clearly from Marco Rubio,
who, in his Congressional hearing, said the
problem of Ukraine is not that it lacks weapons;
it is that it lacks manpower. A lot of Ukrainian
lives have been lost. On the Russian side, the
number of casualties and the number of injured
is around 2,00,000. Ukraine is fighting a losing
battle but more tragically, there is no way to
actually gauge public opinion there. Life is more
or less normal in Kyiv but that is a strategy to
display normalcy in the capital. The war is also

ragmg bec.mse of the ultra-nationalist and
i groups who had caused tension during
Soviet era. So long as these people are in
power — and they came to power after the
Maidan coup (in 2014) — they will continue to
resist any peaceful settlement with Russia,
unless of course they have no choice and they
are compelled to do so.

AC: Every major country including India and
China wanted this war to stop and they were
also willing to give their good offices to ensure a
quick end to this conflict. In fact, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had said to President Putin that
this is not the time for war. But the decision to
end this war will have to be taken by countries
who are the primary actors in this matter and
ultimately everyone knows that this is a proxy
war of NATO versus Russia in Ukraine. It’s not a
war between Russia and Ukraine, though
Ukraine has a big role to play.

This invasion would probably not have
happened if Minsk 1 and Minsk 2 had been
adhered to and if that 2022 agreement that
Turkey had mediated had come about. This
conflict could have been avoided if the Russians
in the Donbas area had not been discriminated
against and denied their religion, their language,
and their culture.

Ironically, Mr. Zelenskyy, who fought his
election campaign on the platform of peace,
himself fell for this strategic calculation of NATO
versus Russia, which has led to major losses on
the ground. Major Ukrainian units and brigades
have faced great casualties. The Ukrainian men
have lost their appetite for this war. Of course
they are patriotic and they have done their best,
but to me it seems like a very useless war and it
needs to end.

‘Why are the peace talks happening in Riyadh
and not in India? Did India miss a chance to
mediate?

AC: Earlier these peace talks used to be in
Helsinki and Brussels and Geneva. Now,
suddenly, they are in Riyadh, which has shocked
the European Union and perhaps the rest of the
world. I think India has played its role very well
in this, to the extent that it could, by being
neutral and critiquing the sanctions and being a
good ally of the Russians. The Russians will not
forget it and the reset in Russia-U.S. ties will be
of great benefit to India. Europe will be the clear
loser. I think India will be a winner and that Mr.
Trump sees India as a very close ally of Russia.

To listen to the full interview

& Scan the code or go to the link
www thehindu.com
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U.S.-Russia Talks: A Major Shift

ARET-FH aTcl: Teh Agcaqul Teelrd

On February 18, U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio met Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov in Riyadh.

18 TIaY Y AR faeer #HAr At sfaat & w4 [Aeer #: @af$ oraia & Rae &
HAThRIC |

This marked a dramatic reversal of the previous U.S. policy, which avoided peace
talks with Russia since the start of the war in February 2022.

Ig IrARGRY Afer & 371 Feara o1, o ae wYadl 2022 H Jeu YE & & o F FF & qY
enfer aral & SaIhR faha o)

The shift occurred due to Donald Trump’s election campaign, where he promised to
“end the war in Ukraine.”

wmﬁmm%wmaswgmﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁ"w#wm
F I areT fohar AT|

Since taking office, Trump has spoken with Russian President Vladimir Putin and
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy.

T & TSI FHTA & 916, Seoie Tt Isgufer senfediR giaer 3 et Iegafa
FARAT AT I Taha HI|

Trump’s Peace Efforts: A Genuine Strategy or Political Move?

Fq Y oifa UgdT: U aedfas WS a1 aeifas ara?

Kanwal Sibal believes Trump is unpredictable and may change his stance if he
doesn’t get what he wants.

Had Rsad o1 AT ¢ foh T ryeiAa [Aoi Aa arer § 3R 3R 378 A7agr A Fer ar
q 39elt Y Igo Tha &

Trump has reopened dialogue with Russia, something the U.S. had avoided for
three years.

TFY A T & G a1 O & & AT, 518 3raRewr o et ant o erer T |

He has been harsh on Zelenskyy, calling him a "dictator", and demanding he hold
elections in Ukraine.

3Rt AelEhT Y " ATATITE" FET IR 398 FehoT H AT FIA Y HIIT |

Trump claims the U.S. has spent $350 billion on Ukraine, and he wants to recover
this amount by securing mineral rights in Ukraine.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page3 5



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

ONTACT: 9971932488

B T 37 AR Y IRUTE FIAT T8 B

e However, the core issue is not economic but U.S. security commitments to Europe.
AfheT 7T HeaT 3Tl a1, afow JUT F & et el AR Feam fdagyar €

o For the first time, a U.S. President has blamed NATO expansion for the Ukraine war.

Tgell A, fordT AR Teufar & g gaur F e NATO & RFar 1 eieR seemn 1

Is Trump Managing a U.S. Defeat?
1 259 AN A gR A FART R w2

e Anuradha Chenoy argues that Trump sees Russia winning the war and is trying to
manage the situation.

IXTET VAT T gl & Toh TFT Y o9TalT ¢ FF T oo st a7 8, 3 Reufay =1 foifaa
A $Y FIAT W@ &

o Ukraine’s military operations have largely failed, and the war is draining U.S. and
European financial resources.

TaheT & Ve HTAAT FY SATGTAR I aBeram el 8, 3N Jeor 3R 3k i # R
feufa F FAAR FT W@ R

e While Europe wants the war to continue, Trump wants to end U.S. involvement.
TOT 3 IS FY S TEAT A8l 8, Afehe] o7 38 IFANFY HTefigry waATCT FYe Ar6q
gl

o« Trump’s rare earth mineral deal is a shift from military aid to economic extraction in
Ukraine.

T FT geIsT Wietail W S HlaT LobeT H AT TETIAT @ MR gt 1 3N dgora gelfar
gl

o However, most of Ukraine’s mineral wealth is in Donbas, which is under Russian
control.

BTeliToh, Yghel & HTAHIT @ierol HaTeT Serarw & §, Y &0 & AT #

Can a Peace Deal Happen in Riyadh?
41 Rarg & enfa gstiar @sra g7

e 1In 2022, Turkey brokered a peace deal, but it was blocked by the U.S. and the U.K.
2022 #, Tt o va arifer wASIT FIAT 4, AfheT 38 AR 31k e A e R am

e A similar deal in Riyadh could involve Ukraine losing territory.
Rare & v wate awglar @1 & Tt B AT THATT @ qFAT 8|

e Zelenskyy is strongly opposed to peace talks, and he has insulted Trump publicly.

Faeh iy arat F fBarw ¢, 3R 3l F 9 T Aderfas 7 @ 39T R g
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U.S. Vice President acknowledged that Zelenskyy’s support in Ukraine is declining.
AR IRISEUT 7 A 3 FheT A ST A A Rr7am ge W

Europe is worried that U.S. withdrawal would be a major defeat for Europe.

T Y 5T ¥ B 39 3R NS gear §, &Y 95 IO & e v a2 gr gl

Putin has strong relations with Saudi Arabia, making Riyadh a possible venue for a
settlement.

gfeeT & WA 3NT § 3red way §, foraw g anifey arat & fore suged v a1 gwan ¢

Final Thoughts
sfasa e

As long as Zelenskyy remains in power, a peace deal seems difficult.

SIS % Sereht e A &, anifer gersiten ARFe oeran 31

Trump’s shift in policy is dramatic, but its effectiveness remains uncertain.
Fq Y Ay 7 Teara q3r §, AT suhy awerar sl off s Raa §

The war’s outcome now depends on European support for Ukraine and Russia’s
next moves.

ety &1 #fasT 3T JUT F FAdeT 3R T $Y 31l Wit o fsix H3am|

Trump’s Influence on Ukraine and Europe

oot IR JAT I T 7 93T

Donald Trump has ways to convince U.K. Prime Minister Keir Starmer, Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, and European Union leaders, who are against a
peace deal.

BATes TFT & 9T . F TUTAAAT FR TR, Fohedt Tvgufar aalf3fae sewhr sk g
Y & AATIHT I FAToT & e o, o At TSl & F@ems §

Zelenskyy faces a critical choice: either accept Trump’s terms or risk Ukraine’s
collapse if U.S. funding is withdrawn.

AT & U Uk HfSa RAveq §: I7 A g Y orat 1 ThHR HY, 37 R 3R
3T FETIaT 4 81 9T Yool F TcleT T WIHAT FY |

If Zelenskyy agrees, he can at least negotiate security guarantees and economic aid
for Ukraine, even after ceding territory to Russia.

3R FEHT HEA 81t 8, ol I bt & fArw Faw Ay 3R 3 weran g1fder oy danct
g, 970l &1 ¥6 A T5 A HWiem 93|

Russia is advancing, and Putin sees this as an existential war that must be won,
though he is unwilling to concede occupied territories.

T AR 3T 96 6T §, 3N gfae s srfeaea &1 asré ara €, o S sl &,
gTeliTeh & deot aTel &Y4T F Biga F fow AR 7 &
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Why a Peace Solution is Difficult?

QMif TATET ST HiST FaT 87

Ukraine is under martial law, restricting public opinion and free speech.

Tehet H AT AT 19 §, TTHE Fetar Y 7 3K Faaq sifdeafaa w ufaaw

U.S. Senator Marco Rubio pointed out that Ukraine’s issue is not a lack of weapons
but a shortage of manpower.

IARFY Wietex ATl s 7 FgT T Tabet 1 g gFAART i w4 781, afew ForafFa
A

Russia has suffered around 200,000 casualties, while Ukraine is losing ground.
T T A 2,00,000 {fevart A a7fey g8 8, ST bt TR NS g @R

Neo-Nazi and ultra-nationalist groups in Ukraine are resisting peace efforts and
were responsible for tensions during the Soviet era.

TheT # FAT-ATS AR HFRTSEATE THE Qi vt H1 AR T @ € 3R T e w F
gt oft getre & AT SFeR &

These groups gained power after the 2014 Maidan coup and are unlikely to accept a
peace settlement with Russia.

¥ WHE 2014 F AT dEATIAE F q18 FAT H AT, 3R I T F A1y A wHAlr FER
1 & fow AR i

Global Perspective on Ending the War

ey FATCd F W ARaH gieehior

India and China wanted an early resolution to the war and offered their help for
mediation.

AR R AT 7 Jer Y STed! TATCH FI1 6T 3ToT STars oA 3N Avaeyar & e o=

HETAT hY YR &1 &Y
Prime Minister Narendra Modi told President Putin that "this is not the time for
war."

TUTTHAT g AT = Asgufar gfcer & wgr i " I8 Igu F1 aHY 781 81"
The war is widely seen as a proxy conflict between NATO and Russia, with Ukraine
as a battleground.

Ig Jool AN T NATO AR w & o va et It & &9 H 3@ S &, faas gt
ey a1 I B

Russia’s invasion could have been avoided if agreements like Minsk 1, Minsk 2, and
the 2022 Turkey-brokered peace deal had been followed.

TH T ATHACT AT AT Wl AT, 39N v 1, fiewar 2, 31k 2022 7 Tt garr seaeyar
forw e enfa gAEl &1 9Tt fohar SiTaT|
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e The conflict escalated due to discrimination against Russians in Donbas, where
they were denied their language, religion, and cultural rights.

g HuY FoT Fif e A FRAT F QTE sigema fRam 3w, 3R 3¢ 391 o, et
3R wregfaw srftert & 9 war T

Did India Miss a Chance to Mediate?

FIAT HRA of ALIEYAT ST Al 9741 & 1?

o Peace talks traditionally happened in Helsinki, Brussels, and Geneva, but now they
are being held in Riyadh, surprising the EU and the world.

erifer arat 3 W el goew Ak A A e off, AT s R A @ &,
forad g wwr 31k gferam i smewrd gam ¥

e India has played a balanced role, maintaining neutrality, opposing Western
sanctions, and strengthening ties with Russia.

R A wfora (AT fovems 8, 39 forsuatar seme T, afives gftaw’ @ faster fram,

3R & |1y WY Ay fFo
¢ Russia values India’s neutrality, and the reset in Russia-U.S. relations could benefit
India in the long run.

TH AR HT TCEAAT FY Heed aal 8, IR FH-3rARwT el 7 sar Terer sfasy 7 ova &

T ATSTETaS g WehaT ¢
o FEurope may emerge as the biggest loser, while India could strengthen its
geopolitical standing.

T 50 FRufer & wad 937 gRam, STefeh SR et s-Trsteifores Reufer Y At FT wohar
gl

e Trump sees India as a close ally of Russia, which may impact future U.S.-India
relations.

TFY A HY TH HT HA T AT §, a0 wfasy 7 3ARNF- 1R a4t 9w yoma 3
qHaT g
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The SEC and Hague Service Convention

What is the Hague Service Convention, and how does it work? How is the US. Securities and Exchange Commission attempting to serve summons on the Adanis? What are

India’s reservations under the Convention? How long does the service process typically take?

|GS Paper Ii: Global Treaties |

EXPLAINER
Aaratrika Bhaumik

The story so far:
he U.S. Securities and
Exchange Commission (SEC)
informed a New York court on
February 18 that it has sought
assistance from the Indian government
under the Hague Service Convention —
formally known as the Convention on the
Service Abroad of Judicial and
Extrajud Documents in Civil or
Commercial Matters, 1965 — to serve
summons on billionaire Gautam Adani
and his nephew Sagar Adani in a
securities and wire fraud case.

What did the SEC say?

The SEC informed the court that it had
invoked Article 5(a) of the Convention to
request India’s Ministry of Law and Justice
to facilitate the service of summons on
the defendants. It further stated that it is
exploring alternative service methods
permitted under Rule 4(f) of the Federal
Rules of Civil Procedure, which governs
civil litigation in U.S. federal courts.

On February 10, the Trump
administration paused enforcement of the
Foreign Corrupt Practices Act (FCPA) —
one of the laws under which the Adanis
have been charged ~ for 180 days. The
FCPA prohibits U.S. entities and
individuals from bribing foreign
governments, political parties, or officials
to secure business.

As per the executive order, the
Attorney General must review “all existing
FCPA investigations or enforcement
actions” and take steps “to restore proper
bounds on FCPA enforcement”. However,
the SEC’s latest court filing suggests that
the order does not apply retroactively. As

Legal tussle: The Trump administration paused enforcement of the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act, one

Convention operate?

With the rise in cross-border litigation,
the need for an effective and reliable
mechanism to serve judicial and
extrajudicial documents on parties
residing in foreign jurisdictions became
imperative. As a result, countries adopted
the Convention at the Hague Conference
on Private International Law in 1965.
Building on the 1905 and 1954 Hague
Conventions on Civil Procedure, this
multilateral treaty ensures that
defendants sued in foreign jurisdictions
receive timely and actual notice of legal
proceedings while facilitating proof of
service.

Eighty-four states, including India and
the U.S., are parties to the Convention. Its
procedures apply only when both the
sending and receiving countries are
signatories. Each member state must also
designate a central authority to process
requests and facilitate the service of
documents from other signatory states.

Signatory states can select the modes
of transmission that apply within their
jurisdiction. Under the Convention, the
primary mode of service is through

lesi d central authorities. However,

aresult, the agency’s i into
the Adanis is likely to continue unless the
law is amended.

How does the Hague Service

The SEC and Hague Service Convention

alternative channels are also available,
including postal service, diplomatic and
consular channels, direct communication
between judicial officers in both states,

TgEHT 31X &9 Qar g
e Whatis the Hague Service Convention?
o gHaATTERT FATE?

e The Hague Service Convention is formally known as the Convention on the Service
Abroad of Judicial and Extrajudicial Documents in Civil or Commercial Matters, 1965.

&1 Tar T &1 3igaRe ®7 & =¥ 3R =13 exardsr $r facelt dar o afe,
1965 & T F ST AT &

of the laws under which the Adanis have been charged, for 180 days. FILE PHOTO

direct contact between an interested
party and judicial authorities in the
receiving state, and direct communication
between government authorities.

How is service effectuated on
defendants in India?

India acceded to the Convention on
November 23, 2006, with certain
reservations, expressly opposing all
alternative service methods under Article
10. It prohibits the service of judicial
documents through diplomatic or
consular channels, except when the
recipient is a national of the requesting
country. For instance, a U.S. court cannot
serve documents in India through U.S.
diplomatic or consular channels, unless
the recipient is a U.S. national residing in
India. Additionally, all service requests
must be in English or accompanied by an
English translation.

As a result, valid service can only be
executed through the Ministry of Law and
Justice, India’s designated central
authority. The Ministry is permitted to
reject a service request, but must specify
the reasons for such refusal. For instance,
under Article 13, a request can be denied
if the state believes vereignty or
security would be compromised.

However, a state cannot reject a service
request solely because it claims exclusive

jurisdiction over the subject matter under
its domestic law. Similarly, under Article
29, a request cannot be refused simply
because the state’s internal law does not
recognise a right of action.

If the central authority raises no
objections, it proceeds with serving the
defendant. The service is then treated as a
summons issued by an Indian court
under Section 29(c) of the Code of Civil
Procedure, 1908. Once completed, the
central authority issues an
acknowledgement to the requesting
party. The entire process typically takes
six to eight months.

Can a default verdict be rendered?

A default judgment may be issued under
the Convention if a foreign government
refuses to cooperate in serving summons
on a defendant residing within its
jurisdiction. However, Article 15
prescribes specific conditions that must
be met before such a judgment can be
rendered: (a) the document must have
been transmitted through one of the
methods outlined in the Convention; (b)
at least six months must have elapsed
since the transmission, with the court
determining this period to be reasonable
in the given case; and (c) no certificate of
service has been received despite all
efforts to obtain it through the competent
authorities of the recipient state.

Notably, India has expressly declared
that its courts may issue a default
judgment in cross-border disputes even if
no certificate of service or delivery has
been received, provided that all
conditions under Article 15 are met.

Recently, in Duong v. DDG BIM Services
LLC (2023), American plaintiffs sought
permission to serve Indian defendants via
email, citing difficulties in effectuating
service through India’s central authority
as prescribed by the Convention. Judge
Kathryn Kimball Mizelle underscored that
Article 15 functions as a “safety valve,”
allowing default judgment to be entered if
“India’s central authority fails to hold up
its end of the bargain.”

THE G

v

The U.S. Securities and
Exchange Commission has
invoked the Hague Convention
to serve summons on Gautam
Adani and Sagar Adani through
India’s Ministry of Law and
Justice.

v

India has reservations under
the Hague Convention,
prohibiting alterative service
methods. It can reject the
request under Article 13 if it
believes national security or
sovereignty is at risk.

v

In Duong v. DDG BIM Services
LLC(2023),a U.S. court
underscored that if India’s
central authority fails to act
under the Hague Convention, a
default judgment could be
entered.

e Itwas adopted at the Hague Conference on Private International Law in 1965 to
create a reliable system for serving legal documents across borders.

SH 1965 A 391 FFAW H HATHT &F IR Fofe! aarasll HT Ja1 F v v Reawsia

YOIl ST o ToIT 379TT=—aT 31T 27|
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The convention ensures that defendants in foreign jurisdictions receive timely
notice of legal proceedings.

Ig Gy gAfRad e § o el snfaer # o are wfaarfeat #1 #ep sriame #

AT T =1 A |
84 countries, including India and the U.S., are signatories to this convention.

o 31 AR afga 84 Tersg I & e €

How Does the SEC Intend to Serve Summons on the Adanis?

THSHT CTA HE FT FAT R/ AT 16T 872

On February 18, the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) informed a
New York court that it sought India’s assistance under the Hague Service
Convention.

18 wyadY &1, AR ufenepfar sitv fafesra smaer (SEC) A =qaté #ir wa srgrera &1 gfad
T 7o 38 %R TR F &1 YT A & dEd TeradT AN &

The SEC invoked Article 5(a) of the Convention, requesting India’s Ministry of Law
and Justice to facilitate the service of summons on Gautam Adani and Sagar Adani.

THSH! A Wil & 3re7edq 5(a) Y o] R, 3R AR F RfYr sk Far Favera @ e
et AR ARR TETeT it G ST Y IRFAT F WETET F F A R

The agency is also exploring alternative service methods under Rule 4(f) of the
Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, which governs civil litigation in U.S. federal
courts.

TE ToTET HE ARTRE FfhAT T 4(f) & Ted S feus dar RAftrat i ot s T W@ g,
it IrARAY Feltr srereral # drarelt qFer H T Far g

Impact of Trump Administration’s Decision on the Case
TFT JRATH & fA0TT T AT O gH1T

On February 10, the Trump administration paused enforcement of the Foreign
Corrupt Practices Act (FCPA) for 180 days.

10 HIad FI, TFT g o fRAgeft srse smeor rfAfawsT (FCPA) & ade & 180 =it &

fore U )

The FCPA prohibits U.S. entities and individuals from bribing foreign officials,
governments, or political parties to secure business.

FCPA 3R Fufaat 3t safFaat ) caar g1ffer e & v fadef s iat, sery
T Ter=ifas gal ) Read &t & OFar B

According to an executive order, the Attorney General must review all ongoing
FCPA investigations, but the SEC’s Adani case is not retroactively affected.
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AforeT THEHY FT 31T AT SHA T 8T g

As a result, SEC’s investigation into the Adanis will continue unless the law is
amended.

ANSICT, ST T FHefeT A WA T AT ST, T TF THSHY Y ST g I ST
Sy Tg |

How Does the Hague Service Convention Work?

29 AT F1 F FH AT B2

The convention applies only when both the requesting and receiving countries are
signatories.

Ig AT Fael a« A1) BIell § ST RN FTet ATl A ATo FI AT U 1Al HF FGe T
gl

Each signatory state must designate a central authority to process requests and
facilitate document service from other states.

TS GEATEREAT S HY TF FAIT THAFOT G FIAT HTF ¢, S et
AT AT ¢ 3R qEardsr QaT FY oA T 8|

The primary method of service is through the designated central authority, but other
alternative channels exist:

FET Qe faftr S wiitstor & areas @ gt 2, et 37 dafeus alid ot suosy &

o Postal service (3T ¥4

o Diplomatic and consular channels (TSIt 3R aTforew gamar dre)

o Direct communication between judicial officers (A rfwIRAT F T
e Fu)

o Direct contact between the requesting party and judicial authorities
(3reprtrett 3R e srftraRal & e dher o)

o Government-to-government communication (3#R ¥ IFR F €T FUR)

India’s Reservations Under the Convention

TR Y 91 WaT HIS 91 3t

India has placed certain reservations regarding alternative channels like postal
service and direct judicial communication.

AR % T TRt orarg §, A ¥ & 31 da1 3R Tedet =l F§UR S dwfous
aFI 9|

India only allows service through the designated central authority, rejecting postal
services and direct judicial contact.
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R Fael HAMT TAFIOT F ATEAH F [T Y Ay e ¥, 3R 31 Far 3k wewar
=T I Pt IFAFR T §

How Long Does the Service Process Typically Take?

A IfHAT H HTHGR 9T Fhd=T IH7T orar 82

The timeline for serving documents under the Hague Convention varies by country
and can take several weeks to months.

91 T F T8 ST WaT FY WATHAT & & HTAR et gYelt & 3R 37 %8 weae &

AT ALAL A HT TAT 7 T ¢
In India, the process may take several months, depending on legal and bureaucratic
factors.

HRA A, Tg U7 Frefelt 3R Temafas 9t & 3UR R F§ AdE) d g a6 8

How is Service Effectuated on Defendants in India?

R A gfaareal F g7 FI A< SiTdar &2

India acceded to the Hague Service Convention on November 23, 2006, but with
certain reservations under Article 10.

HI o 23 AFaT 2006 T 7 JaT T T TR 641, AfheT A7=d 10 & ded F5
ot & ||

India expressly opposes all alternative service methods, including postal service,
direct judicial communication, and private service agents.

R Tt dwfous dar faftal w1 Fose v & Ay wtar §, S s dar, yoget ~al¥s
F9R 3R s dar veie e g

Diplomatic or consular service of judicial documents is prohibited, except when
the recipient is a national of the requesting country.

TSR AT AT GATard qaT & AEIH § FATAF SFATdST Hofal AT HFATT el §, 5
e o YTCTehd Y HTaT AT S T ARTR o 81|

For example, a U.S. court cannot serve legal documents in India via U.S. diplomatic
channels, unless the recipient is a U.S. national residing in India.

3CTgR0T & forw, ARGY sreTad R 7 AN Taa s daal F Areasr @ Fegeh gFaras

TG A G, T ISP [ ATeahar AR H g ardT ARF ARIRS 7 8|

All service requests must be in English or accompanied by an English translation.

Tt AT T FT IS A A7 A HeATE F Y T FIAT HEATF ¢

Role of India’s Ministry of Law and Justice

R & fafer il Fama FrarerT i A
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e InIndia, service of legal documents must be executed through the Ministry of Law
and Justice, which is India’s designated central authority under the Convention.

HRT H, FTee GFATSI Y 9T Faor A 3R =7 #7167 & Areqsw § A1 1 Favedt 8, S
R & T AR T HFAT TIfFHIor &

e The Ministry has the right to reject a service request, but must provide valid
reasons for refusal.

HATAT Y QAT I FT FENFR FA 1 JAFR T, oAfohet 30 faw 3fra FRor qa=
gt |

e Under Article 13, a request can be denied if it compromises India's sovereignty or
security.

BT 13 & g, ATE IS I AT Y THSAT AT GI&T H TelX A ST §, A 59
It T ST W B

e However, a request cannot be refused solely on the grounds that India claims
exclusive jurisdiction over the subject matter.

grotTeh, Ife ST foreY ey uX 9w 3rf8R &3 &7 grar w341 &, aY Fad SHT 3R 9T
IR IEAIHR TE1 6T ST Wt |

o Similarly, under Article 29, a request cannot be rejected simply because India’s
domestic law does not recognize a right of action.

S8 T, BT 29 F dgd, Ife HRA FT HART FTefeT fFHY Fefel! FIETS FT AIT TeT
&am &, A e S IMUR T 3 F IFNFR A B 311 FFa|

Process of Serving Summons in India

A A THT fiet Y ufhar
o If the central authority does not raise objections, it proceeds with serving the
summons.

e Sk MftIor F$ 3Tafer gt IoTdT, A 98 AT iste Y Ufghar IR I@ar g
e The service is then treated as a summons issued by an Indian court, under Section
29(c) of the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908.

$H HaT &l HRA ETerd GaRT JRY TAT ATAT ATT §, ARTRS THAT e, 1908 Y &RT
29(c) & dgd|

e Once the process is completed, the central authority issues an acknowledgment to
the requesting party.

SR g8 gl & a1, SRy TArEIor Sttt TaT FY TF THIOT 9F AR FIT B
e The entire process typically takes six to eight months.

T8 9T AR 1 B8 @ 315 A 9Tl B

Can a Default Verdict Be Rendered?

FIT B%Tee fAvhr feam o a&war &7
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A default judgment can be issued under the Hague Service Convention if a foreign
government refuses to cooperate in serving summons.

i IS el TWHER THT AT & TEAT FIA F SABR FIAT §, A 91 Fa1 G & g
Bwiee Aoy fGar s awar &

Under Article 15, specific conditions must be met before a default judgment is
rendered:

TR 15 % ded, Biee fA0Rr 7 & Tgel F& ral HY T FIAT ATITF &

o (a) The document must have been transmitted through one of the methods
outlined in the Convention.

(a) gFaTasT Y T & 3feaf@a ) v R & Areasw F d9m 71397 @1 e
o (b) At least six months must have passed since the transmission.
(b) SEATAS A A F FH { FHA B Al A Tob goA AT

o (c) No certificate of service has been received despite all efforts to obtain it
through competent authorities.

(c) TefY wATAT & ATaS[g WETH HTAHIREAT & JaT 1 FI$ TATOT T I LT F3T et
aifewl

India allows default judgments even if no service certificate is received, provided
that all conditions under Article 15 are met.

AR Rwviee favtar i sregafa 4ar, srer & Far yamor o yred 7 g3 &), Sect % repeda
15 sy waft erct Y r ar¢ g

Case Example: Duong v. DDG BIM Services LLC (2023)
HTHAT 3GTe0T: 33197 913 DDG BIM HEAST Terverd! (2023)

In 2023, American plaintiffs sought permission to serve Indian defendants via
email, citing difficulties in effectuating service through India’s central authority.

2023 &, 3ARH afeF aF sl yfcrarfeat w1 $Ae & ACTA § FAA Aotal 1 egAfT
AR, FIIF ARG & FET TRAFIOT F ATETH T AT I&TT FIA A Hio=1sar 31 WY 4|

Judge Kathryn Kimball Mizelle emphasized that Article 15 functions as a "safety
valve," allowing a default judgment if India's central authority fails to comply.

waraeiier Fudier frwater fAder o1 SR S et foh 31eTeds 15 U "REl 3U F &
F14 FXar §, rad Bwiee Moy 1 srqafa e § afy s 1 S wReor srearere
G A v war g

Conclusion

IGAC ]

India’s adherence to the Hague Service Convention comes with strict reservations,
making the process of serving summons more complex and time-consuming.
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HR Y g Far | & ufer wfaquar w3 vfaaul & aryr areh 8, oo aa1= doar
uftra arftrs sifeer i wa A arelt a1 STt B

e The only valid method of service is through India’s central authority, and
alternative service methods are not permitted.

Ja1 T THATT AU A ART & FET witor & Aregw F §, 3R defoas dar Rt 6
srTHAfer 78 &
o Default judgments can be issued if India fails to process a valid service request,
but strict conditions must be met.

fSwiee fva R o ww § afE s S Jar sy 1 wwfta w3 # Rvd war e,
Afehet 3% TIT 3 ATIEST 1 G FIEAT HTTeTF B

What do Germany’s election results mean?

GS Paper II: Geopolitics

What are the major issues that shaped the German federal elections? Will AfD's rise affect Germany’s future?

Padmashree Anandhan

The story so far:

n February 23, Germany held
its federal elections with a new
record of 82.5% turnout.

According to the Federal

Electoral Committee, the conservative
Christian Democratic Union (CDU) along
with the Christian Social Union (CSU) won
the majority of votes followed by the
far-right Alternative for Germany (AfD)
leaving the Social Democrats (SPD) and
and fourth places. The

away of the election is not
the win of CDU but the rise of the AfD. For
CDU to form a coalition, 316

factor for Germany's political landscape.
The table shows the election results.

What are the major electoral issues?
In 2025, a new electoral reform changed
the distribution of parliament seats.

Vote nnot choose the chancellor

. A ballot paper has two votes: one
to decide the candidate with the most
votes in a district, among 630 such seats
in parliament. The next decides the
proportional representation and vote

distribution of the ¢ political
parties. A clause excluded parties winning
less than 5% of the vote from parliament.
The reform removed “overhang seats,”
which previously benefitted the SPD,
limiting parliament’s size. Now, even if a
candidate wins in a district, they cannot
secure a seat unless their party succeeds
in the second ballot.

The second issue was that of
immigration. The CDU, FDP, AfD, and
BSW have constantly called for tougher
immigration regulations over the SPD and
Greens' moderate stance. After several
Germany, the public demand
for stricter policies increased. CDU leader
Friedrich Merz aimed to deport
“undocumented foreigners and asylum
seekel
Scholz criticised his approach but
promised further border controls and
faster deportations in a “humane and
consistent” way. One of the reasons for
AfD’s vote gain is its strong stance against
illegal migration.

Economic revival was the third issue.
The parties stood for increasing economic
competitiveness. The most debated issue
was the debt brake law, restricting the
structural deficit to 0.35% of GDP. CDU
and FDP supported it, while the SPD and

" from the border. Chancellor, Olaf

Ballots and breakthroughs

With a record 82.5% turnout, Germany's 2025 federal election marked a political shift driven by
economic concerns, immigration debates, and the rise of the far-right ATD

X Ky g~
\"'7

s

Friedrich Merz led the Christian Democratic
Union to victory in the election

Greens preferred to relax it. However,
with a recession, new investments remain
uncertain. Merz pledged to cut
bureaucracy, while Scholz called for
wealth and high inheritance taxes.

Fourth, Ukraine and NATO dominated
foreign policy. Most parties stood for
supporting Ukraine and boosting the
defences of NATO, except for AfD and
BSW, who opposed military aid and
favoured closer ties with Russia, including
repairing Nord Stream pipelines.
Meanwhile, SPD, CDU, and Greens
supported increasing military spending
above NATO’s 2% requirement.

' Wb

Party | Leader Vote% |seats
COU/CSU | Friedrich Merz |285% | 208
A |AliceWeidel |20.8% |152
SPD OlafScholz | 164% _|120
Greens | Robert Habeck | 11.6% |85
et |JanvanAken 8.8% |69
BSW  |KlausErmst _ |49% |0
FoP Christian 4.3% 0

| Lindner | |
SSW |Stefan Seidler |02% |1

What explains the rise of AfD?

The growing influence of the far-right AlD
is dueto al reasons, primarily the
migrant crisis. The government’s lenient
approach to refugees led to the rise of
security and economic concerns, creating
a divide. This was used by the AfD in its
favour, showcasing a stricter stance on
immigration and border control. Another
key reason for AfD’s rise was ncashing
in on the dissatisfaction of i
parties. AfD also targetted young voters
through social media and appeals to East
Germans, who face high unemployment
and feel unrepresented. Beyond domestic

Germany’s Election Results and Their Impact

S & et IR 3 371 T

e Election Results and Political Landscape
o goATd! IROTHA 3R Teteids aReed

e On February 23, 2025, Germany held its federal elections with a record 82.5% voter

turnout.

factors, the broader right-wing shift in
France, Italy, and Hungary further aligned
with AfD’s agenda.

Will CDU be able to form a stable
government?

To form a government, the parties that
won must negotiate to form a coaliti
majority. Germany's election system and
the recent reform promote coalition
governments, and with CDU and CSU
falling 108 seats short of a majority, they
need support from either the SPD or AfD.
However, with SPD, negotiating on social
policy is viewed to be difficult, while the
AfD stands secluded as the mainstream
parties have vowed not to work with it.
CDU leader Merz indicated the same,
calling the new government “one of the
last chances” to prevent the growth of
AD. According to AfD’s leader, Alice
Weidel, a political change is already in
process but is being delayed. Considering
the possibilities of a CDU-SPD coalition,
several ideological differences persist on
issues such as taxes, social welfare,
immigration, employment flexibility, a
climate action. But, given the historical
relations and the mindset of both parties,
despite Scholz's objections, to come
together, intense talks are needed to lead
to a coalition. One advantage of
Germany’s political system is that it
facilitates negotiations and is well
structured to provide opportunities that
can prevent a political impasse.
Padmashree Anandhan is a Research
Associate with the Europe Area Studies at
NIAS

23 BIAY 2025 I SN H TN IAT9 g, FS 82.5% FcAel gt foham a1, St Ueh o2

Reprs g

e The Christian Democratic Union (CDU) and Christian Social Union (CSU) won the
majority of votes, followed by the far-right Alternative for Germany (AfD).
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giidrer fre, Srafes srfar-gfaroradt sreewafed vt sttt (AFD) Y T+ W W@

e Social Democrats (SPD) and the Greens finished in third and fourth place,
respectively.

arerer 3AThed (SPD) 3R i sharer: dia 3iiv Tt v W IR

e To form a government, the CDU needs 316 seats, making negotiations with AfD and
SPD crucial.

WFHR =1 F AT CDU &Y 316 el Y 3raedsrar &, T5a@d AfD 34X SPD & urer ara<id
Hecaqor g1 77§ ¥

Major Electoral Issues
9 9 ﬂa?

Electoral Reforms and Voting System
ATE FUR 3R AqerT gomel

e In 2025, Germany introduced a new electoral reform that changed the distribution
of parliamentary seats.

2025 #, STeTelt F U 74T GATa GUR AL Bar a2, forad T Wet & fawor § agama
|
o Voters cannot directly elect the chancellor but cast two votes:
HCTAT AT T HIUT AT ST FY Hahel, SToeh &1 A 3Teldl 8
o One vote for a candidate in their district (630 seats in total).
T dle 39 forel & 3FIgar & faw (Fer 630 1) |
o Another vote for proportional representation of political parties.

GET Al TTeifas el & Areyarfas sfafafac & faw

e A 5% vote threshold excludes smaller parties from entering parliament.

5% Ad AT T B gall ) Tue & 932 Fa A VT F1aT B

e The reform also removed "overhang seats", which previously benefited the SPD,
thereby limiting the size of parliament.

38 GUR o " itavger Hel" #1 ger G2, e g SPD @1 @mst frerar am, 3K awe &1
HTHR HifAT & ar=m|

Immigration Policies

var Aifa

e Immigration was a key issue, with parties divided on how to handle undocumented
migrants and asylum seekers.
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YaTH U YW Hear AT, foreat arder garfdat i eronfi i de gat & fraw srer-
3T 4|

CDU, FDP, AfD, and BSW supported stricter immigration laws, while SPD and
Greens took a moderate approach.

CDU, FDP, AfD 3R BSW o %3 YaT Flefail &1 AL T, STafe SPD 3R aftew ar
g ISCahIoT 71 XH T |

CDU leader Friedrich Merz proposed deporting undocumented foreigners and
tightening border controls.

CDU adT %R AT & 3ratr yarfaa) &1 Faifa Fta 3i HiaAT A=or 31 7 31 9e=aa
e

Chancellor Olaf Scholz promised "humane and consistent" border control with
faster deportations.

TR AT efes o AT 3R Faara Her faz=or 31 ash @ fatwst 1 arer far|
AfD gained votes due to its strong anti-immigration stance.

AfD & 319+l &d varg A Afa & FRor 3w ale g fFo)

3. Economic Policies and Debt Brake Law

3. 3nfde Aifer 3t Fgor =T FEgE

Economic growth and recession recovery were major concerns for voters.
31T gefer 3R #EY F IaAT Acleransit & forw v fiar & faw o

The Debt Brake Law limits Germany’s structural deficit to 0.35% of GDP.
FOT FAIAT FHTeTet ST+ & FIAATCHS U1 Y GDP & 0.35% Tk HFAT T &

CDU and FDP supported the law, while SPD and Greens wanted to relax it for more
investments.

CDU 3R FDP & §9 &Tefst &1 @ade fam, siafeh SPD 3R e 3@ Rifdrer #5vamm amga &

T 318 fAader o s 9|

Friedrich Merz (CDU) pledged to reduce bureaucracy, while Scholz (SPD) proposed
wealth and inheritance taxes.

W& #At (CDU) A AIRIATE FH HIA T areT fFd1, STafh Aot (SPD) A wufey 3k
faRraa T aena 1 gera o

Foreign Policy: Ukraine and NATO

fger Aifa: g st NATO
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Most German parties supported Ukraine and increased military spending for
NATO.

HTRRIRT STYeT gal F oot T FHYS fraT 3R NATO & frw A+ & 9o i qatera |
AfD and BSW opposed military aid and favored closer ties with Russia.
AfD 3R BSW o Y= weraar &1 ey fvam 31k w0 & ary ufass deuf 1 g fhan

They also supported repairing the Nord Stream gas pipelines, which were damaged
during the Russia-Ukraine conflict.

3egiel A1 T I argueTsal Y A FT GHAT 6T, S FH-IgheT JeU H &I §3
of|

CDU, SPD, and Greens backed increasing Germany’s military budget above
NATO’s 2% requirement.

CDU, SPD 3T 3w of NATO &Y 2% A+ @d HAT & 31F Foie g 1 gHd fohar|

Will AfD’s Rise Affect Germany’s Future?
FIT AfD &7 3T STHeAT & HfasT &Y garrfaa Ham?

AfD’s significant vote gain signals a shift towards right-wing populism in Germany.
AfD & 93 YT IR A1 95 @ STt 3 gfRToTaet Sisheeimast Tsreiifar T 3R @ar g

If CDU includes AfD in its coalition, it could lead to stricter immigration laws and
closer ties with Russia.

If& CDU, AfD FY TaaersT # afAe #TaT §, ol SH F3 TG F{ AR & & 71y fAwe
HEY do Hohdl o |

Mainstream parties (CDU, SPD, Greens) are hesitant to ally with AfD due to its far-
right policies.

HEIURT 1 TfEAT (CDU, SPD, e AfD #i rfaardy sifaat & FRor 38 |ry arsaw
e A eafrar W 8l

Germany'’s role in the EU and NATO may shift, depending on coalition negotiations.

Sraet Y IR w7 AR NATO # HfAT T Tl 8, T TSatT arar u¥ e ¥am|

What Explains the Rise of AfD?
AfD & IR & HROT FIAT §?

The migrant crisis is a key reason for the rise of far-right Alternative for Germany
(AfD).

yard! e fa-gfaroradt srceweifed iR stetet (ATD) & 38R #T {E&T FROTT |

The government’s lenient refugee policies led to concerns about security and the
economy, causing public division.

YRR T RN & gfer awer Aforat = gRam i srdegaeyr &1 ol Sretan # fsmrerar
der |
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o AfD capitalized on this sentiment, advocating stricter immigration laws and border
control.

AFD & $H HTIIT FT HIIGT 36MT, 3R FOR TaTH FTefeAt 31T HIAT =0T FY IaHTera H1|

e Mainstream parties' failure to address economic concerns led to dissatisfaction,
which AfD used to its advantage.

HEIURT 1 eIt F RAverar =1 anfée Rarsidt r ggra, 5@ AD & 3rae 9&7 7 39T
foram|

o AfD actively targeted young voters through social media campaigns.
ATD  BfSha T & FaT ATSTAT3 F \rerer ABAT AT F Avews F aftra

e East Germans, facing high unemployment and lack of representation, turned to AfD.
gt sretelt & wer, S AU 3 gfafaftres i F# & ST @ 9, AFD i 3R TS ol

e Beyond domestic factors, the rise of right-wing parties in France, Italy, and Hungary
reinforced AfD’s position.

ERe] e & 3TeTTaT, i, Feal AR FI 7 gfforadY gaf & 30 A AfD & feufa &r
Hated fona

Will CDU Be Able to Form a Stable Government?
FIT CDU Ts f&UT ISR 1T YTUaN?

e To form a government, parties must negotiate a coalition majority.
TR g1 F fT, qrﬁﬁa#magﬂaa:mmﬁamaﬂl

e Germany’s election system promotes coalition governments, making negotiations
crucial.

S Y ToATT TOTTel TS TXHRI Y FgTaT &t ¥, FHEY arat Ageaqor 8 el ¥

e CDU and CSU are 108 seats short of a majority, so they need support from either
SPD or AfD.

CDU 3 CSU sg#d & 108 HiE 113 §, 56T 3¢ SPD T AfD & § forel) wah 1 warder
o]

e Negotiations with SPD are difficult due to differences in social policies.
SPD & AT STdHd HfdeT § Fhifh qranfas Aifaal 9T Aasie &

o AfDis politically isolated, as mainstream parties refuse to work with it.
ATD TSt T & 3e9T-0a9T ¢, i FETURT Y aifeai 8% 619 137 I F) R
et ¥

e CDU leader Friedrich Merz has called this election "one of the last chances" to stop
AfD’s growth.
CDU adT %sRe #3t ¥ 38 YoA1a &l " AfD & q¢d FaTa Y Nkt 71 3TN At S|

e AfD leader Alice Weidel believes that political change is underway but being
delayed.
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AfD a1 Tfory A3 T AT & S Tstefas agara 8) 38T & ofha 3@ Refaa frar s @r
gl

e A CDU-SPD coalition is possible, but major ideological differences exist on:
CDU-SPD raatIsT 94 &, ofcheT s da1ier Ad9ig §:

o Taxes (SPD supports wealth tax, CDU opposes it).
FT A (SPD TURT X FT AT FIAT §, CDU SHHT TaRTET FIAT 8) |

o Social welfare (SPD favors more spending, CDU prefers budget control).
ATHATTSTF FeIT0T (SPD 3118 WxI I1gdT &, Sefeh CDU Solc =0T Agdr 8) |

o Immigration (SPD is moderate, CDU wants stricter laws).
yard Afe (SPD T gfSeah!or 7iXA §, STefeh CDU HEd [o1a# A8 6) |

o Employment flexibility (CDU supports deregulation, SPD favors worker rights).
VSR e=fieTgsT (CDU At & Srer argar &, STafeh SPD A 3TRT T W&t

g )|
o Climate action (SPD and Greens want aggressive action, CDU is cautious).

Srerarg Sfar (SPD 3R e 3TshIH HeH T UTed &, Siefeh CDU &cleh 8) |
o Despite Scholz’s objections, negotiations may lead to a coalition.
elitest dr ATaferdl & Sras(E, ST ToasT i 3HR S FFHA 8

e Germany’s political system is structured to facilitate negotiations, reducing
chances of a political deadlock.

SHAY Y Tl JoTTelt aTat HY FIrT T & fow 718 78 3, f0d Torehfas afaier
&Y FHTEAT FHH & ot B
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EU team begins crucial visit;
activist points to rights issues

Leading the delegation, European Commission chief says India is a trusted friend, strategic ally;
sources indicate that Indian side is ready with its arguments in case Manipur situation is raised

|GS Paper II: India-EU |

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

urope needs “trust-

ed friends” to deal

with the era of con-
flicts, European Commis-
sion President Ursula von
der Leyen said on Thurs-
day as she led a European
Union delegation for a two-
day visit to India. During
the day, she met External
Affairs Minister S. Jaishan-
kar for talks.

The visit is being
watched keenly as it comes
against the backdrop of the
U.S. and Russia holding
peace talks over the war in
Ukraine and the unfolding
situation in neighbouring
Bangladesh where the EU
has been playing a crucial
role in ensuring
democracy.

“In an era of conflicts
and intense competition,
you need trusted friends.
For Europe, India is such a
friend and a strategic ally.
I’ll discuss with Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi how
to take our strategic part-
nership to the next level,”
said Ms. von der Leyen.
The visit acquires a human
rights focus because of re-
marks made by a leading
human rights activist from
Europe.

Soon after Ms. von der
Leyen’s arrival in India,
Claudio Francavilla, Asso-

Key dialogue: European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen offers tributes to Gandhiji in New
Delhi on Thursday. The high-level European Union delegation is on a two-day visit to the country. AP

ciate EU Director at the Hu-
man Rights Watch, prod-
ded her to take up the
human rights situation in
India. “In a recent hearing
on India, MEPs from across
the political spectrum reit-
erated their call for a more
vocal EU approach to Mo-
di’s crackdown on dissent
and minorities. Will @von-
derleyen & Commissioners
finally comply, or persev-
ere in harmful silence?”
asked Mr. Francavilla. The
human rights issues raised
by Mr. Francavilla has
brought back recent re-

marks of the EU regarding
the situation in Manipur
where ethnic conflict has
been raging for 17 months.
In July 2023, the Euro-
pean Parliament had
called upon India to end
the clashes in Manipur,
which often took sectarian
and communal dimen-
sions involving Meitei and
Kuki-Zo communities of
the State. India had hit
back strongly at that time
and condemned the EU’s
remarks as interference in-
to India’s domestic affairs.
Sources hinted that the

Indian side has their argu-
ments ready in case the EU
team raises the situation
on Manipur during the dis-
cussions. “We have already
said that Manipur is our in-
ternal matter and that is
going to be our position
this time too in case they
bring it up,” said a source
privy to the bilateral talks.
The rights situation of
Bangladesh and the condi-
tion of the religious and
ethnic minorities in that
country is also a matter
that is expected to come
up during the interactions.

EU Team Begins Crucial Visit; Activist Points to Rights
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Issues

$7 O Y AT I YF; FRIFAT A ATANAFR Jeal I 3T
e India-EU Strategic Partnership and Diplomatic Talks
o  HRA-SY IUATH AR 3R FHeahfaes ard

e European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen led a high-level EU
delegation on a two-day visit to India.

FRIT AT Y EART IYAT ATt 3T AAT o HR Y &Y FraH T AT IR Ueh 357 Tl §
wfafafsse &1 acca |

e She met External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar to discuss bilateral relations and
strategic cooperation.

3oiet e 7 vH. AR ¥ gfaveia gaul i wEhifas agaer o =

e Ms. von der Leyen emphasized that Europe needs "trusted friends" to navigate the
era of conflicts and competition.

aiet 3T AT F T B wuy 3R yfawqut & g & R F - freawsa FE fr
HTIRTHAT B

e She described India as a trusted friend and strategic ally, aiming to strengthen the
partnership further.

3egiel AR 1 U feawstta A 3 Torhfas weaief sarr 3k weul # 3k #eae
FLet Y 5TOT qFd H|

Human Rights Concerns and the Manipur Issue

AaTER A A AR Fqear

e European human rights activist Claudio Francavilla urged Ms. von der Leyen to
address human rights concerns in India.

TN AARAFR FEFAT Fe3f3aT HiwfaeT  HRT 7 AaasR R # 36 &
forT ater ST ede & 31mere fomam|

e He referenced a recent EU hearing where members criticized Modi’s alleged
crackdown on dissent and minorities.

3ogiel 1ol €1 H §§ §9 GAaTS T gaell ford, STeT Al TR W 3rAeAfa IR sreqaeast
& G T IR STITTAT 3T AT

e The Manipur ethnic conflict, ongoing for 17 months, is a key focus of the discussions.
AT & Rroer 17 7T & IR AT Ferd STereied &7 Ueh HAgeaqor Heal 8

e InJuly 2023, the European Parliament called on India to resolve the Meitei and
Kuki-Zo community clashes.

FeT$ 2023 H, AT FHE & #RA & AT 7 Aq$ 3R Fhr-3 wegerat & west w qaATcd
et T 3TarE R
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e India previously rejected EU's intervention, calling it interference in internal
matters.

HRT A T $Y & AT FT IFAHR FT AT AT, 38 3aRF A 7 gFTaiT FIK oz
a1

e Indian officials are prepared to reiterate that Manipur is an internal issue if the topic
is raised.

AR AR HIR ¥ 7 et & e B AR e 1 saRes Awen §, 3% 77

HegT 3G1AT STl gl

EU’s Role in Bangladesh’s Political Situation

aiTaer Y o Reuta i g 1 sffe

e The EU has played a crucial role in ensuring democratic stability in Bangladesh.
§g AT A Awaiias Fuar gafad w3t 7 Ageaqet sfae e wr e

e Concerns about religious and ethnic minority rights in Bangladesh are expected to
be discussed.

ieernaer 7 e 3T AT sreqEeEgs! & IRERY 9T Rar siare Hr g 2

26/11 Mumbai Attacks: Extradition of Tahawwur Rana

26/11 HIE §HA: TEEIT IO HT FeqqoT

e A Delhi court requested case records from a Mumbai court regarding the 2008
Mumbai terror attack trial.

feeel Y T JreTera A 2008 AT ATAHAIE! EHA F Hohed U I3 aFdrdsl Hag I Iered
{ AT

e This development is significant as it precedes the extradition of Tahawwur Hussain
Rana.

WW@@HW?W#WW@WW%l

e Rana, a Pakistani-origin Canadian businessman, is accused of being the
mastermind behind the 26/11 attacks, which killed over 166 people.

TOTT, Y ITFEATll 7 F FATSTE SATIRY §, 26/11 §HAT & ARFCIATES & § 7 166 F
T et v Jta F1 3R

e The U.S. court approved Rana’s extradition to India, following an investigation by the
National Investigation Agency (NIA).

AT IQTera o WO & HRT Teq9oT FY Hod) &Y, ST AET e TAAT (NIA) Y ST &
e g3

e U.S. President Donald Trump confirmed that his administration approved Rana’s
extradition to India, calling him “very evil”.
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3R 3 "agd gee” T

Conclusion

sy

e The EU delegation’s visit is crucial amid global diplomatic developments, including
the Ukraine-Russia peace talks.

§g wfafaftsse & amr Ageaqot 8, Tt Tea-wa anifa ardr & i
e The Indian government is prepared to counter any discussions on Manipur,
reiterating its stance on non-interference in domestic affairs.

HRA TFR AR § 7 AR ox el sft o=t &1 Srame R e, 3R srafe awet &
EEIAT o I Y 319+ YUY s Fmv|

e The extradition of Tahawwur Rana marks a significant step in India’s fight against
terrorism.

A& TV T TeAYUT ATHaTE & [AeTE R H 731 # vF Ageaqol F&A ¢
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Law trying to protect children born of
live-in relationships: Uttarakhand govt.

|GS Paper Il: Society |

Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

The Uttarakhand High
Court on Thursday orally
observed that live-in rela-
tionships were increasing
and the law (Uniform Civil
Code) was merely trying to
accommodate the rights of
women and the rights of
children born out of such
relationships.

The observations were
made by the Bench of Jus-
tices Manoj Kumar Tiwari
and Ashish Naithani while
hearing two petitions chal-
lenging different provi-
sions of the UCC that was
rolled out by the State on
January 26, 2025.

One of the petitions was
filed by social activists Uma
Bhatt, Kamla Pant and
Munish Kumar, and the
other by a couple in a live-
in relationship. Under the
UCC, couples in live-in rela-
tionships have been asked
to register with the
government.

The Bench asked the
couples to approach the
court in case any punitive

action is taken against
them in case of non-regis-

tration of their

relationship.

‘State surveillance’
During the hearing, advo-
cate Vrinda Grover high-
lighted before the court
that the UCC Act and Rules
allow untrammelled state
surveillance and policing
of choices that fall within
the protected zone of right
to privacy.

“UCC establishes a dra-
conian statutory regime of
inquiry, authorisation and
penalisation of choice of
partner,” she said.

Justice Tiwari asked Ms.
Grover whether the mere
fact of registration of rela-

No privacy
Q! rights are
violated in the UCC... It is
only a regulatory
mechanism to protect
the interest of women
and children

TUSHAR MEHTA
Solicitor-General

tionships can be chal-
lenged as unconstitutional.
He stated that live-in-rela-
tionships were on the rise
even if not fully accepted
by society and the law was
merely trying to accommo-
date the changing times
and ensure the rights of
women and the rights of
children born of such
relationships.

Ms. Grover replied that
a ‘critical’ reading of the
UCC revealed that it could
heighten harassment and
violence against women
and couples who don’t go
by majoritarian views.

She also added that the
law could lead to vigilan-
tism by those against live-
in relationships.

“It also allows any per-
son to file a complaint to
question the validity of a
live-in-relationship. Social
morality must not be al-
lowed to subvert constitu-
tional morality,” Ms. Grov-
er said.

She also objected to the
mandatory requirement of
submission of confidential
documents like Aadhaar as
part of the registration
process.

The court asked Solici-
tor-General Tushar Mehta,
who was appearing for the
State government, if the
Uttarakhand government
had invited any sugges-
tions from the public be-
fore introducing the UCC
and if those suggestions
were incorporated or not.

Mr. Mehta submitted in
court that no privacy rights
were violated in the UCC
and that it was only a regu-
latory mechanism to pro-
tect the interest of women
who may suffer injustice.
He also pointed out that
the statutory scheme is the
result of wide consulta-
tions with all stakeholders.

Law Trying to Protect Children Born of Live-in Relationships:
Uttarakhand Govt

fora-ger Rt & S a4l A &I F1 99 ITES TER

e High Court's Observation on Live-in Relationships

o ToT-3 ReRMERIT W 3T ~ararery & feoqul

The Uttarakhand High Court observed that live-in relationships are
increasing and the Uniform Civil Code (UCC) aims to protect the
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rights of women and children.
FIRIGS 37 AT ¥ FgT 1 fog-ga Rere=fAg ag @ & 3k wam=
AR FREdT (UCC) T 3587 Afgenait 3K azal & 3Rl 1 8w Fa )

e The Bench of Justices Manoj Kumar Tiwari and Ashish Naithani made these
remarks while hearing two petitions challenging the UCC.

FATHfet Aeter FAR faar 3K amefiy stureh @ fis 3 75 feoqolt uCC @1 gatdh &at areh
& RT3t T gorars & gl

e The UCC was implemented in Uttarakhand on January 26, 2025, requiring live-in
couples to register their relationships.

FAUES # UCC &I 26 F1adY 2025 &t o foma 1, forass dgd foa-gr st &t sras
Rea &1 gsiewor FI=T rfaard R |

e The court advised couples to approach the judiciary if punitive action is taken
against them for not registering their relationship.

HSTrd A SSY &Y TaTe &) fF I Tohaor o ) I 3% TS SeTcH S FIRETS Y SraY
T, A 3 T FT 59 FL

Concerns Over State Surveillance and Privacy Violations

T A AR 3 Muahar 3o W Rar

e Advocate Vrinda Grover argued that the UCC allows state surveillance and policing
of personal choices, violating the right to privacy.

srftraera gaT T & 7 & o UCC Tear &t et 3R safFaera wag i giafer
Freafar &an g, fSad Muedtaar & #fFR 1 sedue gar g

e She described UCC as a “draconian statutory regime” that enforces strict inquiries,
authorization, and penalization of partner choices.

3eglel UCC &l “GHASRI FHlefeAl cqae 1 i, Sit At gotat & faotayr o &) s,
HAT 3R &3 Y cqaEdT AN FT Y

e Justice Tiwari questioned whether requiring registration of relationships can be
considered unconstitutional.

warfet foam o gt 3 Far Realt & gsftezor i sifaardar # sradenfas A a1 g
gl

e He emphasized that live-in relationships are growing despite societal resistance,
and the law is adapting to protect women and children.

3751t gl o fora-ger Rererarfire wamsr & ¢t ot T&fer a7dt v are 8, oifshet Freger
Afgesit 3t aeat F FeaT & T 3/ v A AT T @

Page5 7

Objections Raised Against the UCC

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Pa la

a
www.patrioticias.in

UCC & T@T® 318 7S 3mafaar

e Vrinda Grover warned that UCC could increase harassment and violence against
women and couples who do not conform to majoritarian views.

geT A o Aarae & fF UCC @ Afgasit 3R 37 st & f&rare sedfise silk ar 9 wwct
g, T SgHEaH gy &1 qreret et Y|

e She criticized the law for enabling vigilantism, allowing any person to file a complaint
guestioning the validity of a live-in relationship.

37gisl 3 HIeled i TelraeT I, Fifer Ig ot it fg-ge RereaRg iy dvar w ware
3T & e RIFTIa gof Fa $1 Iegafar dar 8, Forawy srreraa et @t

e She also objected to the mandatory submission of confidential documents like
Aadhaar for registration, citing privacy concerns.

38l USieRoT & faT 3TYR S MU= gramrds i AfAariar w 3maf s as, 380
MIAIAT FT SeerssT aarT|

Government’s Response and Justification

WHR F gfafwar ik it

e Solicitor-General Tushar Mehta, appearing for the Uttarakhand government, argued
that UCC does not violate privacy rights.

FTRIEE THR $T A For FAFAE Tl IR Agel1 o oo &1 o UCC Maafiarar &
ISR F1 3earae g 1|

e He defended the law as a regulatory mechanism to protect women from injustice in
live-in relationships.

3761o1 38 Flelel 1 fard-go1 Reaeerfa & Afgansit # seara & g9+ & fow ve foramws
aF S|

e The court inquired whether the government sought public suggestions before
introducing the UCC and if those were incorporated.
37eTeld = g8 foh T UCC 1] ¥l  Ugel EXHR o STell & FATd ALY 3R F1 37
geATal S QA fohar Irar |

e Mehtaresponded that UCC was framed after extensive consultations with all
stakeholders.

AT o FeT fF UCC &) w3l RITURHT & 1T A9 WAL § 916 IR 541 =7 1

Conclusion

IGAC ]

e The Uttarakhand UCC mandates live-in relationship registration, sparking debates
on privacy, surveillance, and individual rights.
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e 3 safFaera srfteRT ax agw B s ¥

e Advocates argue that it enables state control over personal choices, while the
government maintains that it protects women’s rights.

FftraFanst #1 a% § % g5 safFaera gamat w va 1 fag=or vurfia #3ar ¢, saie
THR FT FgT § B g8 ARt & 3RAFRY Y w8 Fwar §

The legal battle over the UCC will likely shape future policies on live-in relationships in
India.

UCC W FTefeil 18T$ HHad: #Ra # fora-ge7 Rerersifara ux srfasar fr Aifeat s wenfaa w3h |

(GS Paper I11: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, 1S)

1.Bhopal Toxic Waste: SC Not to Intervene in High Court
Order

Tl faNTFa FeRT: Gl FIE FTEHIE & A H FEANT 781 Han
Supreme Court’s Ruling on Bhopal Gas Tragedy Waste
#gTer I AHEY F FAX I GAHA HIE HT

2. India’s Olive Ridley Turtle Numbers Improve, but Climate
Skews Sex Ratio

R # Afag Resa Fgat i vear 7 gur, AfFa Saarg aRade
& fo¥er 31T yemfad

Population Trends and Climate Concerns

3. Banks Will Take Cautlonary Stance on Lending to NBFCs
d& NBFCs & Fsf &t # Wd® $@ 31q=AT0:T

Banks’ Conservative Approach Towards NBFCs

NBFCs % ufar det &1 T gfeeaior
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Bhopal toxic waste:
SC not to intervene
in High Court order

GS Paper llI:
Pollutants
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday remarked the pe-
titioners opposed to the
transportation and dispo-
sal of 337 tonnes of toxic
waste from the Bhopal gas
tragedy at a Pithampur fa-
cility in Madhya Pradesh
are indulging in the “NIM-
BY” (not in my backyard)
principle.

A Bench headed by Jus-
tice B.R. Gavai rejected the
pleas made by the local
populace of Pithampur
and civil rights organisa-
tions to intervene in a Mad-
hya Pradesh High Court or-
der on December 3 to shift
and destroy the hazardous
waste which had been ly-
ingburied in and about the
Union Carbide India Limit-
ed (UCIL) plant site for
nearly 40 years.

“You seem to be follow-
ing the NIMBY principle,
that is, not in my backyard.
You are saying if they want
to pollute, they may do it
somewhere else, but not in
my backyard. Not in In-
dore,” Justice Gavai re-
marked at the petitioners.

The court noted that the
State action to dispose of
the waste in Pithampur
was based on reports by an
expert committee.

Senior advocate Deva-
datt Kamat, appearing for

Trial run begins
at Pithampur
incinerator

BHOPAL

Soon after the Supreme Court
refused to intervene in the
matter, the process of
conducting the first trial run to
dispose a 10-tonne batch of
Union Carbide waste began at
an incineration facility in
Madhya Pradesh’s Pithampur
on Thursday, officials said.
Superintendent of Police, Dhar,
Manoj Kumar Singh said that
the 10 tonnes of the waste
have been unloaded from the
containers. The bags were
being opened carefully before
moving on to the incineration
process, which was likely to
start early on Friday, he said.

petitioner Chinmay Mis-
hra, said the reports and
recommendations for safe
transit and destruction are
not being followed by the
State government. “Incin-
eration will not completely
get rid of the toxic waste,”
senior advocate Anand
Grover said.

The Bench said the peti-
tioner and interveners
could also give their sug-
gestions to the State go-
vernment, which would be
placed before the expert
panel for consideration.

Bhopal Toxic Waste: SC Not to
Intervene in High Court Order

srarer fasTeFd =T YA FIE gERIE
& AU H gEAIY AT HIaM

e Supreme Court’s Ruling on Bhopal Gas Tragedy
Waste
o YT I AHEN o e I FAHIH HIE HT Bael

e The Supreme Court refused to intervene in the
Madhya Pradesh High Court’s December 3 order to
shift and dispose of 337 tonnes of toxic waste from
the Bhopal gas tragedy at Pithampur, Madhya
Pradesh.

A HIE 7 3 TEHT T ALY YU gTSehle GaRT few arw
R F EETAT I F SRR Y 2, Toraet sirarer
3 FTEET B 3ot 337 &f fawTerd e o IIAR,
T Y H oT5¢ Hla T fader fear arar am|

e A Bench led by Justice B.R. Gavai dismissed
pleas from Pithampur residents and civil rights
organizations challenging the waste disposal plan.

=arHfd 1.3, TaE A sregarar arelt fis A faagR
F fAarfaal 3t AP 3RFR Frear d TRwsit &
GRS FT &A1, S FIR & RAEART & Qo 2|

o The court remarked that the petitioners were
following the "NIMBY" (Not In My Backyard)
principle, meaning they opposed pollution near
them but not elsewhere.

3TeTeld o gl fob TIRAsTRaT "NIMBY" (A€ 37 ATS
dars) Rgtia &1 Iree FT @ &, T F 39 ST A
YT T faer T @ 7, Afther 3 Sreret W 7|

Expert Committee’s Role in Waste
Disposal

FaR F faearor & e afdfa fr sfaw
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The State government’s decision to dispose of the waste in Pithampur was based on
expert committee reports.

TS TFR FT T Aoy o Py & Fax 71 faearor B e, e afafe # Rt
I TR 7|

Senior advocate Devadatt Kamat, representing the petitioners, argued that the State
government was not following safety protocols for toxic waste disposal.

aRsa rflrasrar dged F1d, St Afrehrehdisit 1 yiafaftca w3 @ 4, Segia o fear &
T AR AT Fe F FAFaRor & fore YRam sevaier 1 are T #3 W &

Senior advocate Anand Grover stated that incineration would not completely
eliminate toxic waste, raising concerns over environmental safety.

aftss srftrqerar 3meig AaX 7 FaT 76 &8 (incineration) & fasTere Fawr Tt a¥E @A
g1 grem, forad wffaRofer et w fHiar 96 715

Court’s Final Directive

rered &1 ifas fAder

The Supreme Court suggested that petitioners should provide their concerns and
suggestions to the State government, which will be reviewed by the expert panel.

e FE 7 gora 7 fF fRrgrrar sroeh Riant sk gemat # To7 TR F et
weqd F, [oie farerwar derer qanr wadten & fare foram siream|

The ruling ensures that the hazardous waste disposal process will continue as per
the High Court’s decision.

Ig fooTa giafRed idr § o 3oa ~amme & nder & IgaR faumara Fa &1 fawawor
SR T8 |

Conclusion

sy

The Supreme Court’s refusal to intervene clears the way for the Bhopal toxic waste
disposal at Pithampur.

FHA FIE F FEANT A FAFR FIA & d16, AT & AurFa Fav F fraaqw & fararor 1

TEAT | &Y T
Residents and activists remain concerned about environmental risks and
incomplete waste elimination.

TR AT 3t Friwar arsft oft gaiaRoiir @Y 3 3rqet FaRr fararor # dew
Rifaa 81

The State government and expert panel will review suggestions to ensure proper
safety measures during waste disposal.
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India’s Olive Ridley turtle numbers
improve, but climate skews sex ratio

GS Paper lll:
H{Environment

NEW DELHI

A 16-year-long assessment
of trends in turtle popula-
tions in India says the num-
bers of the Olive Ridley
species suggest a “steady
or growing” population.
However, rising sand tem-
peratures due to climate
change are causing a large
proportion of these turtles
to be females, “raising
questions” on the long-
term viability of the
population.

The report, spanning
studies from 2008 to 2024,
has been prepared by the
Dakshin Foundation and is
a longterm monitoring
project carried out in part-
nership with the Indian In-
stitute of Science (IISc),
Bengaluru, and several
State Forest departments.
It provides important in-
formation about popula-
tion trends, threats, and
conservation along India’s

India’s Olive Ridley Turtle Numbers Improve,

This month, Rushlkulya witnessed one of the largest mass nesting
of Olive Ridley turtles in recent years. BISWARANJAN ROUT

mainland and island
coasts. Along with the
Olive Ridley, the most pop-
ulous of marine turtles, the
study encompasses other
species of sea turtles found
in the Indian territory such
as the leatherback turtles
of the Andaman and Nico-
bar islands and the Green
Turtles of the Lakshad-
weep islands.

Sea turtles are long-
lived, late-maturing, and
highly migratory species.
Any changes in their popu-
lations occur over years or

Skews Sex Ratio

decades, making long-term
monitoring essential for
understanding population
trends and environmental
impacts.

Striking phenomenon

A striking natural pheno-
menon that evokes consid-
erable public interest is the
arribada or mass nesting
of the Olive Ridley turtle,
when tens or hundreds of
thousands of female turtles
come ashore to nest simul-
taneously. Gahirmatha and
Rushikulya in Odisha are

two of the largest “rooker-
ies”
worldwide, with other si-
milar sized ones found on-
ly in Mexico and Costa Ri-
ca.

This month, Rushikulya
witnessed one of the lar-
gest arribadas in recent
years, with 400,000 to
500,000 turtles nesting in
a span of just a few days.

“The overall trend from
nearly two decades of
monitoring is that the Ri-
dley population is stable or
increasing. The fact that ar-
ribadas don’t occur in
some years is puzzling as
our offshore monitoring in-
dicates that there are large
numbers of turtles in the
water. However, it may not
be a cause for immediate
alarm. Nevertheless, we
must remain wary of
threats to both coastal and
oceanic habitats,” Profes-
sor Karthik Shankar, who
led the study, said in a
statement.

but Climate
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R # Afaa Rea Foat A vear 7 gur, Afda Saarg aRade
#m:ﬂmqmﬁ?r

Populatlon Trends and Climate Concerns

STAEEAT Yol 3R STefaryg Haeh fRiare

A 16-year-long assessment (2008-2024) of turtle populations in India shows that Olive
Ridley turtle numbers are stable or growing.

HRT 7 16 T (2008-2024) TF T 7T e @ TaT Toram § f faa Reer Fgait A
T R AT Wi

Climate change is raising sand temperatures, leading to more female turtles being
born, raising concerns about the long-term survival of the species.

SteraTy TR & HROT I F1 AIH 9¢ 6T &, [T A0 §&a1 # AT $TC oA o W/
¢, orad yanfa & e 3rfaea W wara 35 @ 2

The study was conducted by the Dakshin Foundation in partnership with the Indian
Institute of Science (11Sc), Bengaluru, and various State Forest Departments.

Ig YA SIRIOT BISSAA SaRT AR faATeT HEATeT (11Sc), qares 3R fafdes wer a7
st & ggater & AT I

Significance of the Study
HEIYe bl Agcd

The report provides crucial data on population trends, threats, and conservation
measures for India’s mainland and island coasts.

Rate 7 o & e i 3K gy et R swwear ygfal, et 3k waor 3urat
HECAYUT SAASRT & 315 &
Apart from the Olive Ridley turtles, the study includes other species like:
3ifora R Fg3it & sramar, reaas 7 3w yonfaar oft enfaer & S
o Leatherback turtles of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands.
3zHT AR AFER g wopg & devds FoU
o Green turtles of the Lakshadweep Islands.
FETEHIT ST g F AT Fgl
Sea turtles are long-lived, late-maturing, and highly migratory species, making
long-term monitoring essential for understanding environmental changes.

A FPU &ty & F TRy @ ara IR rcaftF yard yenfaat §, safae gdieawohy
TR 1 FHSA F fav Sdmfas RIREN smaeds 2

Mass Nesting Phenomenon: Arribada

A 373 oA Fr afshaT: 3rRasT
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e Arribadais a natural phenomenon where thousands of female Olive Ridley turtles
come ashore to nest at the same time.

IRaTsT v yrpfas gear 8, foraed gaRt AT sifaT Ree Fgv ve oy w9gg ae W aiE
o 3 &

e Gahirmatha and Rushikulya in Odisha are two of the world’s largest nesting sites,
with similar sites only in Mexico and Costa Rica.

e F TR AR RFeAT GAAT F TR T8 FHIT Yol Tt F F §, 51 ATt
3 wieer Rer S 3rer Tt X € O vear S STl B

e In March 2024, Rushikulya witnessed one of the largest arribadas, with 400,000 to
500,000 turtles nesting in just a few days.

AR 2024 &, WG F 3 dF A W 731 3@ & F v 3@, 5w 400,000 &
500,000 3T & Fo & Rl & 33 R

Concerns and Future Conservation Efforts

Rrare 3iix sfasT F T80T TI

o Professor Karthik Shankar, who led the study, stated that the Olive Ridley population
is stable or increasing.

IETTT FT Acfed FIA aTel WrHAT Fifcle AFT 7 el o g Rea Fgait i e 2w
RELRGE]

e However, arribadas do not occur every year, which is puzzling as offshore
monitoring indicates a large turtle population in the waters.

gTaliter, 3RaTsT &% Arer et gYelt, S IMeEASTS & Fifh HoR IR & war Tear @ B
it 7 a2 HEw A Fgv Alvg §

o He warned that while there is no immediate cause for alarm, threats to coastal and
oceanic habitats must be closely monitored.

3glel AcATdal & o greitier dehrel fRICT Y HI$ HTaRTHT 71 8, Afehet qErT 3T T
TATATET & Gl A AR S B

Conclusion

sy

e The Olive Ridley turtle population in India is improving, but climate change is
affecting their natural balance, particularly skewing the sex ratio.

AR # 3T Red Fgait 1 T & GUR 81 7T &, oAfohed STerary aRadar 37 wrpfas
HeleT Y FenTfaa X TeT &, T &0 & Foar regarer 7

e Long-term conservation efforts and habitat protection are crucial for ensuring the
species' survival in the future.
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‘Banks will take cautionary
stance on lending to NBFCs’

Both secured and unsecured loans showing signs of stress in the sector; gradual increase in

exposure to NBFCs will be concentrated on those with higher rating, says Ind-Ra’s Pankaj Naik

|GS Paper lll: Banking|

Ashokamithran T.
MUMBAI

anks will stay con-
B servative in the
short run while

lending to non-banking fi-
nance companies (NBFCs)
due to fears of perfor-
mance in the sector, ac-
cording to Pankaj Naik, Di-
rector of India Ratings and
Research (Ind-Ra).

“They [banks] will take
a cautionary stance be-
cause all is not well in the
NBFC sector,” he said.

Mr. Naik noted that both
secured and unsecured
loans were showing signs
of stress in NBFCs. Asset
quality pressures will show
up in FY26, he added. Mr.

Underlying stress

Delinquency levels for personal loans below ¥50,000 were
persistently high in small finance banks and NBFC-Fintechs,
RBI had warned last year. The chart shows the bank type-wise
delinquency levels for personal loans below ¥50,000

PSBs PSBs N NBFCs WM SFBs I FBs M NBFC-
1 ) FINTECH
16+
, High delinquency
124 in NBFC-Fintechs
% ]
g
o
4
o .
Mar. 20 Mar, 21 Mar. 22 Mar. 23 Mar. 24
Naik further said a gradual “They will focus on the

increase in bank’s expo-
sure to NBFCs would be
concentrated on the ones
with higher rating.

top tier NBFCs, if at all they
want to increase their ex-
posure,” he added.

Pricing of loans to

NBFCs, too, are not expect-
ed to come down imme-
diately in the near term,
said Mr. Naik. “Just be-
cause the risk rate is now
becoming normal or low
or back to their earlier le-
vel, doesn't mean that
banks will start increasing
their exposure on the
NBFC space,” he added.
Other researchers cited
stress in the microfinance
institutions (MFI) sector al-
so to add to the risk aver-
sion of banks. “Consumer
incomes have moderated
and delinquencies have ri-
sen in the MFI segment,
which is likely to keep len-
ders more risk averse for
the time being,” Nomura
said in a research note.

Banks Will Take Cautionary Stance on Lending to NBFCs
ﬂa;NBFCS &I Fof gl A TAh & FIATTN

Banks’ Conservative Approach Towards NBFCs

o NBFCs & 9fdl Sl &r Hcfeh gSeentor

e Banks will remain conservative in the short term while lending to Non-Banking Financial
performance.

Companies

(NBFCs) due

to

concerns over

their
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d& faere sifasT 7 IR-Sferer Tl Fafaat (NBFCs) Y ot &t 7 T 3T, Fifeh SeTen!
gedie FEUfd I eleht fIaTd &

o Pankaj Naik, Director at India Ratings and Research (Ind-Ra), stated that all is not
well in the NBFC sector, prompting banks to adopt a cautious lending approach.

3f3ar IRTw s RET (Ind-Ra) F fAAF dhat A18F o a1 5 NBFC &7 Fir Rufa S+
81 §, 3fIT o FoT &t F Ha® @ YA |

e Both secured and unsecured loans are showing signs of stress, and asset quality
pressures will emerge in FY26.

A 3R 3rERfET e TR & %ol # arg & Fha @ ©@ § 317 e a¥ 2026 # wufy
<Y I[oTaT W gaTT fe@rs &

Selective Lending to Higher-Rated NBFCs
3Tg-IET arell NBFCs &Y yrafAsar

e Banks will gradually increase their exposure to NBFCs but will focus only on top-
tier, highly-rated companies.

JdF T-eX NBFCs & faaer ggmeet, afehst A o TR i, 3= e arel sufaat w
&qTeT &3t |

e Loan pricing to NBFCs is not expected to decline in the near future, even if risk
rates normalize.

NBFCs &I f&T STa aTer F 01T &Y <1 &% fihe HTAsT A FH g1 Y THTGAT AT &, JT ar
SRH T AT 8 AT

e Mr. Naik clarified that banks will not rush to increase lending just because risk levels
have returned to normal.

TS o Tuse fRaT fF dF b sufaw sred) FHor At qema, FifF APH TR IH=T @
T gl

Microfinance Sector’s Impact on Risk Perception

qeA-fadIT & F1 N@H T wora

e Microfinance Institutions (MFIs) are also under stress, contributing to banks'
increased risk aversion.

aA-faed F¥U= (MFIs) 9X oY gare 8, oad dor Affw da daa @ §

e Consumer incomes have moderated, and delinquencies in the MFI sector have
risen, making banks hesitant to lend further.

ITRIFATHT Y 377 7 e g &, 3R MFI 87 7 =or 9% (RBwiee) d &, oaw 3=
3118 Hor & & Teaferar | 2

e A Nomuraresearch note stated that rising delinquencies in the MFI sector will keep
lenders cautious for now.
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Conclusion

sy

e Banks will continue to take a cautionary approach towards lending to NBFCs,
prioritizing high-rated companies.
d& NBFCs &I @of & & Tl aXdd (&31, 31X dhael ITa-3feer arelt sufaat
wrafAFar &9

e Stress in secured and unsecured loans, along with challenges in the microfinance
sector, will make banks more risk-averse.

& 3R 3rRiaT #oit 7 aerra, |ry & gaA-fdy o i galfaat, e Affwaa @
T & foT Asray F4N

The NBFC sector must strengthen its financial stability to regain banks' confidence and
ensure long-term growth.

NBFC & &1 3reit fawiia fRerar serq w3l ghh, i 31 &1 farearw A & Sftar sm o 3k
Ao fasre gaRea fmar o a|
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Piyush Goyal
urges industry
heads to shed
protectionist
mindset
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GS Paper lll: External
HSector

MUMBAI

Union Commerce and In-
dustries Minister Piyush
Goyal on Thursday urged
Indian industry leaders to
shed their protectionist
mindset and focus on be-
coming globally competi-
tive, instead of depending
on government support
through subsidies, high im-
port duties, and other pro-
tective measures.

“Till when can we look
up to the government [for
support]? Or, till when can
we win on crutches of sub-
sidies and support, incen-
tives, high import duties,
the protectionist mindset,
and being very defensive in
our engagement with the
world?” Mr. Goyal asked,
speaking at an event organ-
ised by the IMC Chamber
of Commerce in Mumbai.

The Minister made it
clear that the country must
move beyond short-term
protectionist policies and
adopt a competitive and
self-sustaining approach in
global trade.

“We as a nation will
have to decide to get out of
this protectionist mindset
and weak-kneed thinking,”
the Minister said, empha-
sising that relying on go-
vernment intervention
would not help the coun-
try achieve long-term eco-
nomic growth.

Mr. Goyal stressed that
true competitiveness
would come from the in-
dustry’s ability to innovate,
upgrade  manufacturing
practices, enhance skills,
and improve efficiency.
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Email Id :

Piyush Goyal Urges Industry Heads to Shed
Protectionist Mindset

dRy I A SeAerafaal & HIATOTarY AT fAwar
SIS &1 3mag fhar

Call for Global Competitiveness

3fRa® ufarqut & forw smea

Union Commerce and Industries Minister Piyush Goyal
urged Indian industry leaders to move away from a
protectionist mindset and focus on global
competitiveness.

S oo 3 ser i N aivrer o s
Aol ¥ FETOTAIE ARASHT Bisa 30T e+
FIATTUT I €T HieT F F1 3marE

e He emphasized that businesses should not rely on government

support in the form of subsidies, high import duties, or protective
measures.

37giel SR &Y ehgl foh el sl AT Y Weraar oid afewd, 3=a amara
e, AT He FETcHF YT I 38R g T6=1m =g

Need for Self-Sustaining Growth
- fA9IT gefer r smaegswar

e Speaking at an event organized by the IMC Chamber of Commerce in
Mumbai, Mr. Goyal questioned, “Till when can we look up to the
government for support?”

Ha$ H IMC e 316 HIAN GIRT IFATAT TF FHIHA A alered g, A 7 o

e He made it clear that short-term protectionist policies will not help
India achieve long-term economic growth.

3egiel TUSC ThaAT T eqhifore TIETUMATEY Afaal 3T & Srefwifars anfie
T g1flrer Fat A Agg 7E FLN|
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e The country must adopt a competitive and self-sustaining approach to succeed in
global trade.

cer @1 e SR & g g & v gfarautens sk sreafasit gieewior sraarer
Tifge]

True Competitiveness Through Innovation

JAMR & ATEYH W IRdTad Ifaeqe’

e Mr. Goyal emphasized that true competitiveness would come from:

A M 7 AR G gl [ areafas wfaeaut Arafaf@a & smeeh:
o Innovation and upgradation of manufacturing practices.
saraR 3R RfA#ATT yaist F s7gaT F
o Enhancement of skills and workforce efficiency.
Fierer 3R FRT gaTaT F gUR /1
o Better engagement with global markets without defensive strategies.

T&TcAS W) & fOar 3R9% S9RT & 919 dga? ggaar 4|

Conclusion

sy

¢ Piyush Goyal’s message to industry leaders is clear: India must compete on a global
scale without over-reliance on government protection.

dIg et 7 3EARTAfaET & forT weer ¥Use §: R Y AIERY GI&T W Hea it sk
¥ faar &RaF Fav av wfaerut Fa gl |

e Long-term economic success will depend on self-sufficiency, innovation, and
efficiency in production and trade.

AT IR Fhddr E9-fAeRdr, FaER, 3R 3caree va SR 7 gaTdar W s
HM|
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‘US. tariffs to hit gold
jewellery exports’

[GS Paper lll: External Sector |

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

The likelihood of India’s
key export products to the
U.S. attracting higher ta-
riffs ranging from 5% to
20% [in case the Union go-
vernment fails to nullify
the action by providing in-
creased market access and
buying more technology
from the U.S.), could nega-
tively impact India’s gem
and jewellery exports to
that market, as per a study
conducted by the Gem &
Jewellery Export Promo-
tion Council (GJEPC), In-
dia’s apex trade body.
India’s gold jewellery ex-
ports to the U.S. could de-
crease by as much as 50%
to $1.5 billion and the loss
of 20 tonne of jewellery
can lead to direct job losses
for 1-1.5 lakh people only in
the gold jewellery seg-

India’s gold jewellery
exports to the US.
can halve to $1.5 bn
and cost the sector
up to 1.5 lakh jobs

ment, said Sabyasachi Ray,
executive director, GJEPC.

The study has also men-
tioned Indian gold jewel-
lery manufacturers could
shift base to Oman, Singa-
pore, the UAE and even
Hong Kong to take advan-
tage of the relatively lower
tariffs in those countries.

GJEPC exporter mem-
bers opined the Centre
must pursue a preferential
trade pact with the U.S.
and engage in talks to high-
light trade concerns and
seek tariff relaxation. In-
dia’s gem and jewellery ex-
ports to the U.S. stood at
$9.45 billion in FY24.

U.S. Tariffs to Hit Gold
Jewellery Exports

AN IRE F ARAT Faof

Jmeqwor fATe wenifaa giem
Impact of Higher U.S. Tariffs on
Indian Exports

R aTa X 3rARE TR &1
g

The U.S. may impose higher tariffs
ranging from 5% to 20% on key
Indian exports if India does not
provide increased market access
and purchase more technology
from the U.S.

Ffe TR AT oI # o g
g1 &ar 3R AN awew A @l
sTel Jg1dT, af ARFT HRAT P W
5% @ 20% o & 3T SRE o9 AhdT

gl

e This could negatively impact India’s gem and jewellery exports, a concern
highlighted by a study conducted by the Gem & Jewellery Export Promotion
Council (GJEPC).

I HRA & Tt 3R 3mouoT AT A AFRIcAS T F THIRAT T Fha §, 17 & Te1 3R
3meuT T wate aRwg (GIEPC) & U 3reqdet # a1 714 § |

Projected Losses in Gold Jewellery Exports

FqoT ey fATd H WA JhaTel

« India’s gold jewellery exports to the U.S. could decline by 50% to $1.5 billion due
to increased tariffs.
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3o eRE F FROT AR T FARST TI0T Ime[wor fraTer 50% et $1.5 fafageT 8 wavar
gl

e Theloss of 20 tonnes of jewellery exports could lead to direct job losses for 1-1.5
lakh people in the gold jewellery sector.

20 TT HTS[NOT fAaTeT T JehTeT Ta0T HTITOT &1 H 1-1.5 o1& ANt Y AlwdY ferer 1
FROT T el 81

Shift in Manufacturing Base
fa#Tor Fgl A Iged

+ Indian gold jewellery manufacturers may relocate to Oman, Singapore, UAE, or Hong
Kong to benefit from lower tariffs in these regions.

AT Taot Jmeqyor faAtar F3 SR &1 amer 3o F e sitarer, RiamgR, gus 3 ghrewier
# T 3G Fgy TATATAR FT Thl ¢

Call for a Preferential Trade Agreement

TRt SR wASla Y AraeTFAr

e GJEPC exporters urged the Indian government to negotiate a preferential trade
pact with the U.S.

GJEPC faafasl & IR SR & I 6 7 ag 3Rt & ary v adigarget
IR FAAT W eI

e Industry leaders recommend engaging in discussions with U.S. authorities to
address trade concerns and seek tariff relaxations.

HIEINT ST & AT 7 AR 3RAFRET & ST T AR waeh RAarsit w go F
31T R i ge A AT F F RAERa Hr

Current Trade Scenario

ddATT AR IRGT

e InFY24,India’s gem and jewellery exports to the U.S. stood at $9.45 billion.
faer a¥ 2024 #, o F7 AR Tet 31T 3mepwor AT $9.45 fafereT am

Conclusion

sy

o Higher tariffs on gold jewellery exports will significantly impact India’s trade and
employment in the sector.

FoT 3meyor fAaid oX 357 R HR F SR 3K VSR $Y MR w7 F wiaa Fem
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e Shifting manufacturing to other countries is an option, but a preferential trade
agreement with the U.S. is essential to sustain exports.

3= g2t 7 AT TSR 1 v REed gt @war @, Afthe 3RS aer F e
TATT TE@A & forT Firarut samaR gaAsiar sraew B

Could African giant pouched rats offer a
solution to the challenges of TB diagnosis?

A non-profit based in Tanzania says its initiative to use trained rats as a secondary diagnostic tool for tuberculosis has helped with early diagnosis and curtailed transmission
in three East African countries. The rats detected TB in children, which has generally been difficult to do, at twice the rate compared to conventional testing, a study found

GS Paper lll: S&T

Neelanjana Rai

uberculosis (TB) remains one

of the deadliest diseases

worldwide, causing over 10

million new infections each
year globally. It is estimated that around
28% of the world’s new TB cases occur in
India. An estimated 5 lakh deaths occur
due to TB each year in the country,
which is about one TB death every
minute. Despite significant medical
advancements, detecting TB remains a
major challenge, particularly in remote
and underserved populations.

The government’s National TB
Elimination Programme (NTEP) aimed to
eradicate TB in India by 2025, five years
ahead of the global target of 2030, but
the chances of this are looking bleak.
Despite the India TB Report 2024
revealing a 16% decrease in the incidence
of TB and an 18% decrease in TB-related
death since 2015, elimination remains a
challenge.

Traditional diagnostics frequently fail
to detect TB in its early stages,
particularly in children and people with
low bacillary loads (M. tuberculosis
concentration present in a sputum
sample). This means that many cases
may go undetected, contributing to the
disease's spread. Many people are also
unwilling to seek a second diagnosis if
the first test result was negative, and
often, are only diagnosed at late stages.
Slow and insufficient diagnostic facilities
are another issue: residents of rural and
remote areas have to travel long
distances to get tested. While the
government has made TB treatment free,
travel is often a big cost. This is where
perhaps, innovative approaches could
make a significant difference.

African giant pouched rats

One such initiative is of APOPO, a
non-profit organisation, headquartered
in Tanzania, that trains African giant
pouched rats (nicknamed HeroRATS), to
detect TB in sputum samples. “These
rats have an outstanding ability to sniff
diseases due to their sensitive olfactory
receptors,” says Tefera Agizew, head of
tuberculosis at APOPO. The rats, he says,
demonstrate remarkable accuracy,
particularly in detecting cases that
traditional methods often miss, serving
as a secondary diagnostic tool. Their
ability to identify TB quickly and
accurately helps improve early diagnosis
and curtail transmission particularly in
areas with limited resources. The rats,
says Dr. Agizew have successfully

g B

-

The rats signal a positive response by holding
their nose in a scent hole for three seconds or
longer. APOPO HERORATS VIA INSTAGRAM

N

transformed TB diagnosis in three
countries: Tanzania, Mozambique and
Ethiopia.

The rats, bred and nurtured in a
facility, undergo a rigorous training
process, beginning at just two to three
months old, lasting up to nine months.
They are exposed to sputum samples, and
when they successfully identify
TB-positive samples, researchers signal
their success with a clicking sound,
followed by a reward of a smoothie. This
positive reinforcement helps hone their
skills. Remarkably, 100 samples can be
tested in just 20 minutes, a process
typically taking a technician three to four
days using conventional sputum-smear
microscopy.

The rat’s food habits are otherwise
controlled. They are fed during and after
testing. Each morning, APOPO staff
collect test samples from directly
observed therapy (DOT) facilities for
reassessment. Samples are placed under
10 sniffing holes in a rectangular chamber
(205 cm x 55 ¢cm x 55 cm) and evaluated
by an average of five rats daily. Trained
through operant conditioning, the rats
signal a positive response by holding their
nose in a scent hole for three seconds or
longer. Handlers monitor and record
these responses, and rat-positive samples
are further analysed using Ziehl-Neelsen
(ZN) microscopy and fluorescent
microscopy.

A study published in BMC Infectious
Diseases last April, demonstrated that
these rats were able to detect increased
tuberculosis cases in both children and
adults in Tanzania. TB is generally difficult
to detect in children, but the rats
identified it at twice the rate compared to

| A French study, published in
Science Direct, found that ants
detected cancer cells in three

days using chemical cues and a
sugar reward. Their ability to
distinguish cancer types
highlights their medical potential

conventional testing, the study said. The
study looked at 35,766 patients, of whom
5.3% (1900/35,766) were smear-positive
and 94.7% (33,866/35,766) were smear or
Xpert-negatives. Of those with negative
results, 2,029 TB cases were detected
using rats, which otherwise would have
been missed, the paper said. “They could
detect six times more when the bacillary
load is scanty or 1+ compared to 2+ or 3+
in both children and adults,” says Dr.
Agizew, who was also the lead researcher
of the study. Other studies on rats
detecting drug-resistant TB are ongoing.

Disease detection by animals

African giant pouched rats aren’t the only
animals capable of detecting diseases
and TB is not the only disease where
animals have been used. Some animals
excel where technology falls short. Dogs
for instance, are widely used: they have
between 125 million and 300 million
olfactory receptors and a special sensory
organ called the Jacobson’s organ located
in their nasal passage, specifically
designed to detect pheromones and
other chemical signals. Some research
indicates that trained dogs may be able to
identify Parkinson’s disease.

Unlike dogs, who require extensive
training, ants learn quickly and
inexpensively, making them a promising
alternative for cancer detection. “Insects
can help us develop diagnostic tools
faster,” says Debajit Saha, assistant
professor at Michigan State University,
U.S. A French study, published in Science
Direct, found that ants detected cancer
cells in three days using chemical cues
and a sugar reward. Their ability to
distinguish cancer types highlights their
potential. “Our findings suggest ants can
serve as fast, feasible, and less laborious
tools for detecting cancer biomarkers,”
says lead researcher Baptiste Piqueret of
Laboratoire d’Ethologie Expérimentale et
Comparée, France.

Another macrosmatic species (one
with a highly developed sense of smell),
honeybees possess highly sensitive
olfactory antennal lobes. Debajit Saha’s
research shows they can detect lung

| cancer using synthetic biomarkers

(artificial human breath that contains
cancerous odours). Neural activity in the
honeybee antennal lobe changes in
response to cancer and non-cancerous
samples, distinguishing between small
cell lung cancer (SCLC) and non-small
cell lung cancer (NSCLC) with 88%
accuracy. Dr. Saha and his team aim to
develop a diagnostic tool capable of
detecting early-stage lung cancer-a
disease that can currently only be
detected at late stages. “The field is
growing and ever-developing.
Researchers are going back to mother
nature and applying what we are learning
from these animals,” Dr. Saha says.

The Indian scenario

With India still grappling with high rates
of undiagnosed TB, especially in
underserved areas, could ‘HeroRATS’ be
a solution?

Tuberculosis specialists believe this
may work. “The work of ‘HeroRATS’
sounds fascinating and can be looked at
as a secondary means of diagnosis but
whether it can be implemented in India
or not, only the NTEP can determine,”
says Dewraj Sarkar, District TB Officer,
Darjeeling, West Bengal.

Rajendra Kumar, State TB Officer of
Chandigarh believes integrating rat-based
TB detection into the NTEP could
significantly enhance case detection,
particularly among children and
smear-negative patients. “The
cost-effectiveness, speed, and accuracy
of African giant pouched rats make them
a viable secondary screening tool in high
TB-burden areas,” he says. A phased
approach, starting in select high-TB
burden areas and States, followed by
controlled expansion, could ensure
feasibility and effectiveness, he adds.

“If the Central TB Division takes the
initiative to collaborate with APOPO and
implement the programme, it will help
high-burden States like Maharashtra to
detect cases faster," says Sandeep
Sangale, STO of Maharashtra.

Dr. Agizew says he hopes to revive
discussions that were interrupted by the
COVID-19 pandemic, to introduce these
trained rats to India as secondary
diagnostic tools, pointing out that this
collaboration could significantly
accelerate diagnosis, save lives and
perhaps support the country’s efforts to
eradicate TB.

(Neelanjana Rai is an independent
Jjournalist covering global health,
st ; BAAE sons and

environmental issues.
neelanjanal89@gmail.com)

THE GIST

The government’s plan to
eradicate TB in India by 2025,
five years ahead of the global
target of 2030, has hit a wall.
Despite a 16% decrease in the
incidence of TB and an 18%
decrease in TB-related deaths
since 2015, elimination
remains a challenge

W

Rats trained and bred for the
purpose of sniffing out TB
offer a way out of the
diagnostic bottleneck that the
government faces. They are
proving adept at confirming
cases of TB even where the
samples are barely adequate
v

Bureaucrats in India believe
that integrating rat-based TB
detection could enhance case
detection, particularly among
children and smear-negative
patients. ‘The
cost-effectiveness, speed, and
accuracy of trained African
giant pouched rats make
them a viable screening tool
in high TB-burden areas’
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d African Giant Pouched Rats Offer a Solution to TB
nosis?

82
Tuberculosis: A Persistent Global Challenge

& AT Ueh Feld AR Feilchr

Tuberculosis (TB) remains one of the deadliest diseases worldwide, with 10 million new
infections annually.

aﬁgﬁm@rmmmﬁﬁwaﬁﬁ%ﬁmﬁﬁam 1 FAS AT HhAT It
gl

India accounts for 28% of the world’s new TB cases, with 5 lakh TB-related deaths
annually, translating to one TB death every minute.

HRE g & 28% AT A ATHa & v FiFier ¥, 7T o< A1 5 o Al gelt §, arh
& e e &l A#lq)

The National TB Elimination Programme (NTEP) aims to eradicate TB in India by
2025, but the goal seems difficult to achieve.

T At 3o FEFHA (NTEP) T 87 2025 a5 AR ¥ N FY GedA FI1 &, Afdhet
e 37l oft v ) el @t gE )

Challenges in TB Diagnosis

&t forerer F goifaat

Traditional tests struggle to detect TB in its early stages, especially in children and
patients with low bacillary loads.

YRR GHET0T R TR & el &1 a1 9 & A W@d §, Oy &0 3 s=at ik w4
IR s gt 7= H |

Many patients do not seek a second test if their initial result is negative, leading to
delayed diagnosis and further spread.

F$ AN IRT THT0T 7€ FIQ, TS 3AFT gt IRUNH FAFRIcHS 37T &, THad e &
& sk awHTT FTTER AT B

Limited diagnostic facilities in rural areas force people to travel long distances,
making early detection difficult.

arsfior &=t # Wfdrea wdaror gReTT A Fr @ gl aw F F e Aeey Fe § e
AT R feTeT HiRbel 1 ST &l
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African Giant Pouched Rats: A Unique Solution
3ThYhT TarRITer 913 aTel g U 3He[oT WATHTA

e APOPO, a non-profit organization in Tanzania, trains African Giant Pouched Rats
(HeroRATS) to detect TB in sputum samples.

derTferar fee IR-amara Y Weraer APOPO Y faemmer a3 arel (gt (HeroRATS) &t
I & A H et T I 9T F fA gRIfdT Far g

e These rats have highly sensitive olfactory receptors, allowing them to sniff out TB
cases missed by traditional methods.

3T @1 # AT WG T qganneter Y &7 gYell 3, fad 3 IRaRe afwi g
gU &1t ATeTel 1 IeT o9 AR ¥

o« APOPO’s initiative has helped in Tanzania, Mozambique, and Ethiopia, improving
early TB diagnosis and reducing transmission.

APOPO &Y 9gel & datferaT, Alsieas 3T s & A fr &, Fad ks a6t
foerer iR wsharor fargrsror # Fur g3m ¥

Training Process of HeroRATS

RN 1 TiRvaTor yithar

e Therats are trained from 2-3 months of age, with a nine-month training period.

@I Y 2-3 A $Y 37 & wfAfeNT B srar 8, 31} I8 wikvetor afar @t 79 @ ged
gl

e Training involves exposure to TB-positive sputum samples, with clicker sounds
and smoothie rewards reinforcing correct identification.

yiRraTor # Selt-Weh AT U & AT F WUF A AT A §, 3R A vgEer W Foaw eafy
3R Tt sew e ST B

e 100 samples can be tested in just 20 minutes, compared to three to four days
required for conventional testing.

s 20 s & 100 o7AT 1 wdator fFam S e 8, St TRIRE gderor # s @ TR
foet oo

Scientific Validation of the Method
5w geufa &1 d=fae yamor

e A study published in BMC Infectious Diseases found that rats detected TB in
children at twice the rate of conventional testing.

BMC g=bfaerrd f3sfier & yamfArar v srewer & aram arar & <@t o aoat & &t &1 gar
RIS q&ToT Y JeoreAT H S & 9w

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page74



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Out of 35,766 patients, 2,029 TB cases were detected using rats, which would have
otherwise been missed.

35,766 #AJSAT H /, 2,029 A AT TET & 3R F gar T, ST 3IAT T Fohel U
Rats were six times more effective in detecting TB when bacillary load was low
(scanty or 1+).

o 8ol @3 F (scanty AT 1+) 4T, AT g Sl T 9T M A S5 A7 A ferF womra &

Future Prospects and Ongoing Research

TSy Y FHTETATT 3R el & 2Aer

Further studies are being conducted on rats detecting drug-resistant TB, which
could revolutionize TB diagnosis.

ear-gferielY et T gar o & forw ggt W R sreage fre s @ € S el foremer F
it ol b & |

Expanding this initiative to more TB-endemic countries like India could enhance
early detection and reduce TB mortality.

R S At gonfaer g2t & 59 yge &1 RAFar YRS A #) qemar & 3k it g
et 7 & F FH FIA A AGG T THAT L

Conclusion

sy

African Giant Pouched Rats offer a promising and cost-effective solution for TB
detection, especially in resource-limited settings.

AT Farerer 13 arer 9 &t e & fow ve smenses 3iv Rrerrd) @At yerer
A 8, [T &7 & FEIA-ghe arer a4 7|

Their speed and accuracy surpass traditional methods, making them a valuable
secondary diagnostic tool.

3t a1faY 3R T AT TRINF aiFT @ a5 7, 6 3 v FAgeaqut gfadas Aqfas
3YFHIT 57 Tl & |

Implementing such innovative approaches in India could significantly contribute
to achieving the NTEP’s goal of TB elimination.

HRA & $H e $T TaTIR dhaitep] Y AP FA ¥ NTEP & el 3=l T8 HT Yo et
# Agcaqot e e W 5|

Disease Detection by Animals
SATeTaRY SaRT 21T T TAT SAITAT
Various Animals Used in Disease Detection
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African Giant Pouched Rats are not the only animals used for disease
detection.

3rhYehY faerTer 913 arer g & V9T foiereT & fore 3uaier fFe & arer araver
SATeTa o781 ol

e Dogs have 125 million to 300 million olfactory receptors and a special sensory
organ called Jacobson’s organ, enabling them to detect pheromones and other
chemical signals.

Tl & 125 fAferer & 300 PATre er-waes 1 €, 3R 37hT Ao & Aefeqet AfeleT ArHD
Teh T 39T §IdT &, ST 3o T Toieh Fahell 3R BAANT HT IT 9 7 T&TH TATAT ¢ |
e Research indicates that trained dogs may be able to detect Parkinson’s disease.

HTHUTA ¥ It Teorelt ¢ B Fffeve Fo aifdrare et 1 gar eomer F warer @Y 7 2|

Ants as a Potential Cancer Detector
FET FT UAT J9 & difeat Y arqar

e Ants learn quickly and inexpensively, making them a promising alternative for
cancer detection.

Hifeat ash @ 3k a3 & A §, S99 T FW & @ & Qv v ganfad @wed s
Thcr g |

e AFrench study in Science Direct found that ants detected cancer cells in just three
days using chemical cues and sugar rewards.

S SREE A YRS U BwiaH 3reaqgsr & aram arm i difeat a e e =t &
THEAF Tehdl 3T DT SATH FT 3TAET FIF HAT FIRAFT3T FT 94T 97|

e Their ability to distinguish different cancer types highlights their potential as
diagnostic tools.

3TCIT-3769T YR F FAT Y TgATT FIA Y IeTh! 41T 3o¢ T AGeAYUT AGITSH ITFIOT
ATl g

Honeybees and Lung Cancer Detection

ayAfFEar 3R $EST F FAT FT IT AT

e Honeybees have highly sensitive olfactory antennal lobes, enabling them to detect
lung cancer using synthetic biomarkers.

ayAfFEal # it Gagereiier Y ggare arel v Ae 1 €, foed 9 e
TRATHY FT YA FIF BB F FHT HT IdT 9T T 2
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Research shows that honeybee neural activity changes when exposed to
cancerous and non-cancerous samples, with an 88% accuracy in distinguishing
small-cell lung cancer (SCLC) from non-small cell lung cancer (NSCLC).

HTHUTT § vaT Ten § B 7 Aemiraat & Fargaa i -Fergea aoE § aus
TIT STt &, aY 3ot df¥eT fAfAfer aeer STl &, 31N 3 88% WAFAT & WY BIE-FIRAFT
52 & FAX (SCLC) 3 -8R FIRAFT F62 F FAT (NSCLC) F &fr 3/aT T Fha) &

The Indian Scenario: Can HeroRATS Help?
AR TR FAT HeroRATS HEg T Hhal &7

India continues to struggle with high rates of undiagnosed TB, especially in
underserved areas.

R 318t ot &l & srfereife ATal i 35 a1 O S5 W@ §, A & & Fa dar yrea
&t #|

Tuberculosis specialists believe that HeroRATS could be a viable solution for
improving TB detection in India.

A AT HY FT ATFAT § F HeroRATS HIRE H Aeft FT gaT oerat & fAT Tah THTEY HHTETA

Srasa &
Dewraj Sarkar, District TB Officer (Darjeeling, West Bengal) believes that
HeroRATS could serve as a secondary means of diagnosis.

eI foIaT, UfRas §aTet o forelT ST 3TARRY SarTer TXHR T AT ¢ foh HeroRATS T
gfdas e & ¥ # F1H F qFd 8|

Expert Opinions on Implementing Rat-Based TB Detection in India

T & gl 9 3muTRe et faerer amep w3 ox faerat A a

Rajendra Kumar, State TB Officer (Chandigarh) suggests integrating rat-based TB
detection into the National TB Elimination Programme (NTEP) for better case
detection.

#eSaTG h Tl EelT TSR Toie HHAR T GTd & o TR et 3eoeter FrIHHA
(NTEP) 3 ggT 9T 3memRa et fagrer &1 eanfarer fmam so|

A phased approach could ensure feasibility and effectiveness, starting in high-TB
burden areas.

T TUTAEH GTEHIOT T 3T Tgel 31Tt Erelt wanfaer avat #F ey Rram s @t 21
Sandeep Sangale, STO of Maharashtra, emphasized that if the Central TB Division
collaborates with APOPO, TB detection in high-burden states like Maharashtra
could improve significantly.

FFRISE & T ElaT TAPRT TET FiaTel oF Fgl & e Fdrr &Y wsmr APOPO & |1
TEANT HIAT ¢, Y AGRTSE S I=g-Aft wenfaa v=at & e & i a1 o gaeht B
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Future Prospects and Implementation Plans

TS i FHTETAT 31X FRTTaIT ST

Dr. Tefera Agizew of APOPO hopes to revive discussions with India that were
interrupted by the COVID-19 pandemic to introduce trained rats for TB detection.

APOPO % 3F. 291 Tefiatd 1R & wiAf&re Tgi & 39T 1 dla Ffas-19 AFARY &
FROT TH g TATH Y BT & L& FA A 3FAG FI W@ &

If successful, this collaboration could significantly accelerate TB diagnosis, save
lives, and support India’s TB elimination efforts.

afe; I I8 TH gicll &, df g &t fAgrer Y a1fa Y a1 FT FFhd §, Shast 9971 FFdl ¢,
3R HRE & et IeEeT TATE B AT & THA F

Conclusion

sy

Animal-based disease detection is a promising and cost-effective approach, with
HeroRATS, dogs, ants, and honeybees playing a crucial role in early detection.

STeTaRt 9X e (97 fAeTeT vah amenstars 3R frwraedt adiwT 8, iS5 HeroRATS, 4,
difear sk semfraat o)k faerer & gcayet sfave fsm a8

For India, adopting trained rats for TB detection could help bridge diagnostic gaps,
particularly in rural and high-burden areas.

aRa & fore, gRf@rT gt &1 suaer &t faeme # frar srer ametor ik sea-ad ganfaa
gt 7 g A F FY g7 F A Agg FAFAT R

Collaboration with APOPO and phased implementation could enhance TB
detection rates, improving overall healthcare outcomes.

APOPO & |TY Hg41T 3iX TRuTaqy Frffeader & At ferer a3f 7 gum 3K aqot ey
Far gRoTHAT F TPt 8wl T
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Leaving a lasting impression: how your
body responds to permanent ink

GS Pagér I S&T__ |
Mo T

attoos have long been a
T form of self-expres-

sion, cultural identity,
and art. Beyond aesthetics, ho-
wever, the process of tattooing
involves a complex interaction
between ink, skin, and the bo-
dy’s immune system. As the
popularity of tattoos continues
to rise, so do concerns about
their long-term effects on skin
health and overall well-being.

The process of tattooing
Tattooing is the process of em-
bedding ink into the dermis,
the second layer of the skin, us-
ing a needle that punctures the
epidermis at a high frequency.
The tattoo machine, equipped
with a group of needles, moves
rapidly to deposit ink particles
under the skin. Unlike surface-
level ink applications, such as
henna, tattoo ink becomes per-
manent as the immune system
encases the ink particles in fi-
broblast cells (cells that help
form connective tissue), pre-
venting them from dispersing.
Diya Shaji, a professional tat-
too artist from Bangalore, ex-
plains that a professional tat-
too machine moves the needle
anywhere between 50 to
3,000 times per minute. The
ink is deposited about 1.5 to 2
millimetres deep, which en-
sures its permanence, as it sits
in a stable layer of the skin.
Tattoo ink composition va-
ries, with pigments derived
from carbon, heavy metals,

and synthetic dyes. The hu-
man body recognises tattoo
ink as a foreign substance, trig-
gering an immune response.
Macrophages attempt to re-
move the ink particles, which
is why some fading occurs over
time. However, since ink parti-
cles are too large, they become
trapped in the skin.

The body’s response
Nicolas Kluger, assistant pro-
fessor of dermatology at Hel-
sinki University Hospital, Fin-
land, and a leading global
expert in tattooing, explains
that the body’s response to tat-
too ink is both immediate and
long-term. As soon as the tat-
too machine needle breaks the
skin, capillaries react with an
inflammatory response. The
skin becomes red, sensitive,
and raised, and this reaction
can last from a few hours to a
couple of days. Over time, ma-
crophages try to remove the
pigment, but not all of the ink
is eliminated. Instead, it be-
comes entrapped in the ma-
crophages, fibroblast cells, or
remains between the collagen.
While studies have not proven
any direct association between
tattoos and cancer, concerns
remain about ink composition.
Dr. Kluger points out that re-
cognised safe manufacturers
exist, but some inks contain
carcinogenic heavy metals,
making selection crucial.
Complications can also ar-
ise post a tattooing session.
Healing problems, local infec-

tions, and bacterial or viral is-
sues such as staphylococcus or
even hepatitis can occur if ste-
rilisation protocols are not
strictly followed. Allergic reac-
tions are another concern. Dr.
Kluger says these reactions can
manifest as painful, swollen
lumps appearing in red, pink,
or violet shades. Black ink
reactions, on the other hand,
are more likely to be granulo-
matous and could indicate un-
derlying sarcoidosis (a disor-
der where the immune system
overreacts and causes inflam-
mation in various organs). In-
dividuals with pre-existing skin
conditions like psoriasis, vitili-
go, or lichen planus must be
cautious, as getting a tattoo
when such diseases are active
can trigger flare-ups, he says.

Safety regulations

Tattoo safety regulations vary
worldwide. The European Un-
ion recently banned certain
hazardous ink components,
while the United States’ Food
and Drug Administration
(FDA) monitors tattoo pig-
ments. In India, tattoo regula-
tions with regard to hygiene
and safety protocols remain
lax, and ink quality control is
not standardised, leading to
practices  varying  widely
among tattoo parlours, in-
creasing the risk of infections
and other complications. Dr.
Kluger advises that prospective
clients should ensure their tat-
too artist uses certified, high-
quality ink and follows strict

hygiene protocols.

Ms. Shaji emphasises pro-
fessional ethics in the industry,
noting that good tattoo artists
prioritise safety through sin-
gle-use needles, sterile gloves,
and high-quality ink. She ex-
plains that an experienced ar-
tist not only ensures the hy-
giene and safety but also
advises clients on tattoo place-
ment, aftercare, and longevity.
“Tattoos are a lifelong commit-
ment, and choosing the right
design and placement is cru-
cial,” she says.

Advances in technology
Researchers are developing
biodegradable tattoo inks that
fade over time. Additionally,
laser removal techniques are
becoming more effective, of-
fering hope for those seeking
to erase their ink. Being aware
of, and understanding the
science behind tattooing al-
lows individuals to make in-
formed choices about body
modifications.

(Dr. Monisha Madhumita is a
consultant dermatologist at Sa-
veetha Medical College, Chennai
and member of the Internation-
al Alliance for Global Health
Dermatology, London, UK.

mail.monisha.m@gmail.com )
For feedback and /‘
suggestions

for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Daily page’

Leaving a Lasting Impression: How Your Body Responds to
Permanent Ink

TURY J3TT BISaAT; 9T R AR T X H3 gfafkrar sarg

e The Process of Tattooing
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&T SeTeT 1 Fishar

Tattooing embeds ink into the dermis, the second layer of skin, using a needle that
punctures the epidermis at a high frequency.

& e i qEdt Wa T A Fr i wfase w¥ar §, forae asht @ ot el gf oistia
1 gl ¥

A tattoo machine moves the needle 50 to 3,000 times per minute, depositing ink 1.5
to 2 mm deep for permanence.

&g wefter g 1 gy frere 50 | 3,000 AR TaTch ¥, fored wméY 1.5 & 2 el arewrs
STAT el 2

The ink compaosition includes carbon, heavy metals, and synthetic dyes.

TS Y T # Fra, 7R a1, N HAfRF Traa ¥

The Body’s Response to Tattoo Ink
&g TATE W e’ i fafar

Macrophages try to remove ink particles, causing some fading over time, but the
ink gets trapped in fibroblast cells.

Azl TS FHOIT FT §TT1 HT YA FIA 8, oG TAT F AT FS GEATIA gl 8, olfehol
TITE) BISsIece HIAFI3T A G AT &1

An inflammatory response occurs immediately, making the skin red, sensitive, and
raised for a few days.

oot # e Yorer gfafar greh &, Foredy e e, wagerefter 3k 3ordt g8 & ot ¥

Some inks contain carcinogenic heavy metals, raising concerns about long-term
health effects.

Fo TIfeal 7 Favar) s arq gt 8, fowd drdefore Faree werrat @ fRiar ag St
gl

Potential Risks and Complications

gaTiaa sf@H 3R sfeaae

Healing issues, local infections, and bacterial/viral infections can occur if hygiene
protocols are not followed.

wgfe TaTodr At &1 arele F81 fohar ST &, a) 919 $a H GHET, T §HAr 3R
TN/ FHAT @ TF

Allergic reactions manifest as swollen, painful lumps and may indicate sarcoidosis
in some cases.

wm@g,mwémﬁmﬁaﬁ%ﬁh@mﬁ
TIHIEEAT FT Thd & Thall B
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e People with skin conditions like psoriasis and vitiligo should be cautious, as
tattoos can trigger flare-ups.

wRra i i Rfefoa st caar waeamst arer df wf @as e iy, Fife & (v wr
9T FHAT 8|

Safety Regulations and Best Practices

gaT fagar 3 wafaer v

e The European Union bans hazardous ink components, but India lacks
standardized ink regulations.

T T F AT FIATEY Tl T A ST §, Afehed SR & ATThIF TATET
st fr s

o Certified tattoo artists use single-use needles, sterile gloves, and high-quality ink.
YAITOIT 3 FeATHR Thel-3TANT F$, FTeT SFATT AR =T I[0rae aTell TATE HT ITANT FIA
gl

e Clients should verify hygiene standards and ensure the artist follows safety
protocols.

ATEH! Y TTCSAT HIAH] $T g FLA! AT 3R T§ GafRad a1 afRe i Farer gean
foreat &7 aTereT R ¥

Technological Advances in Tattooing

& awetE # warfa

o Biodegradable tattoo inks are being developed, designed to fade over time.

TREIRT ¢ Fd sl i o @ 8, S o & vy Hrehy 93 St B

e Laser removal techniques are becoming more effective, offering better tattoo
removal options.

AR g Y dFelte A TAF T 81 W@ 8, [oHd Jge &g gewt & Rwew A w &

Conclusion

sy

e Tattoos involve a lifelong commitment, and understanding the body’s reaction is
essential.

&g Sfraerert T yidagear 8, 3R e Ay gfafiar #1 wagmer smaeas 2

e Choosing a skilled tattoo artist and high-quality ink reduces risks and enhances
tattoo longevity.

FUA g FATHR AN ITT JOTTAT ATell FATEY FT TIF FIA ¥ AQA FH g § AR Tg
ey et B
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As tattoo technology evolves, safer and more advanced options will continue to emerge.

SH-3H ¢ At RF R gt §, geidia sl ftre seera Rerew sera W

TOPICS COVERED (PCS Special)

1. Transgender Clinic Closes in Hyderabad After Aid
Freeze

ST # THeisT [Fafaed Geradr fiel & dIg &g
2. Govt. Appoints Tuhin Pandey as New SEBI Chairman
FIHR o IRt 9T Y o741 Q<ft 3reqat forgera fham

3. French Firm Technicolor Shuts Shop; 3,200 Employees
Lose Jobs in India

HEA FUT EFAlFeR d¢; ART 3 3,200 FHARY AR
4. Jailed PKK Founder Calls for Dissolution of His Militant
Group

g didhd TEUTIF o U SAITET THE T HT FIA Y 37T
]|

5. Gene Hackman, Oscar-Winning Actor, and His Wife
Found Dead at New Mexico Home

I fasrar srfdaar Sfier gadter 3R o7t aeslt o ATFa!
feud e & 7 arw aTT
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Transgender Clinic Closes in
Tl:a{lsgender Hyderabad After Aid Freeze
clinic closes $exTaTE & TRAeiEt e weraar Bier &
in Hyderabad ==
after aid freeze  he mitr clinic in Hyderabad, India’s first
PCS transgender healthcare centre, has shut

Siddharth Kumar Singh
HYDERABAD

The Mitr Clinic in Hydera-
bad, India’s first transgen-
der healthcare centre, has
shut down operations fol-
lowing a halt in funding by
the United States Agency
for International Develop-
ment (USAID).

U.S. President Donald
Trump, following his in-
auguration, had ordered a
freeze on all foreign assis-
tance, which included the
over $40 billion allocated
for projects through the
USAID. The abrupt halt in
funding impacted several
initiatives globally, includ-
ing Project ACCELERATE,
under which the Mitr Clin-
ic operated. The clinic,
launched in January 2021,
offered free services.

down operations.

YereTe & e AT Fafas, St 9Ra 1 gger
TS ST FeUHAT e AT, & YT HHTold §¢ FT
fear 2

e The closure followed a halt in funding by the United
States Agency for International Development (USAID).

Ig A YATEEE TTH ToH) BR FeAUAe 3gegdie (USAID)
@ HFEH Uehed o HROT E5|

e U.S. President Donald Trump, after his inauguration,
ordered a freeze on all foreign assistance.

AP Tseufar SeATes €T A 319 ATY FFOT o o7, FaiT Ageht
WETIAT Y IHIT et T 3T eT feam|

e This freeze included the over $40 billion allocated for
projects through USAID.

=9 el 7 USAID & ATeT#d ¥ aRATsi=msit & faw smafea $40
faferae @ 3rfarew $ir afer ofr enfAer o)

e The abrupt halt in funding impacted several initiatives
globally, including Project ACCELERATE, under which the
Mitr Clinic operated.

dsf?.ﬁa?rm%ﬁéﬁammwarémwﬁagé,
TSI Wisiee ACCELERATE &Y enf&er ar, f59e dgd A
Fafas garfad gar 4|

e The clinic was launched in January 2021 and offered free
services.

fepeiforeh 1 QeafTel seTadl 2021 # g% o 3R Tg for:gfeeh Aare
eI el 41|
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Tuhin Kanta Pandey

Govt. appoints

Tuhin Pandey
as new SEBI
Chairman

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The government on Thurs-
day appointed Finance and
Revenue Secretary Tuhin
Kanta Pandey as the new
chairman of the Securities
and Exchange Board of In-
dia (SEBI).

Mr. Pandey would re-
place Madhabi Puri Buch,
who completes her three-
year tenure on Friday (Fe-
bruary 28).

The Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet
has approved the appoint-
ment of Mr. Pandey. Ac-
cording to a government
order issued late in the
evening, his appointment
is initially for a period of
three years from the day
he assumes charge, it said.

Ms. Buch had a stormy
term marked by allegations
from shortseller Hinden-
burg Research of conflict
of interest in investigating
the Adani Group. She has
denied the allegations.
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Govt. Appoints Tuhin Pandey as New SEBI Chairman

FIHR o et q18 1 7241 @t sre7at fAgera e

The government on Thursday appointed Finance and
Revenue Secretary Tuhin Kanta Pandey as the new chairman
of SEBI.

AR 7 TFaR $ e R Torea afa it wid a2 1 F&t & a0
IreeT F & A fagera

e Mr. Pandey would replace Madhabi Puri Buch, who completes her three-year
tenure on Friday (February 28).

it ars, FTeralt T g7 7 TUTH 9, ToteTenT et WTer T FTAFIT YFAR (28 )

SRR
e The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet has approved Mr. Pandey’s
appointment.

$Rere i Py afafa & oft ot f PgfFa # J a8
e According to a government order issued late in the evening, his appointment
is initially for three years from the day he assumes charge.

ATH Y AT W TR Teh FIHRY T & 3R, Sofehl fAG T TReT H Aot awif & faw
219, forg ot & IR TgoT A

e Ms. Buch had a stormy term marked by allegations from short-seller
Hindenburg Research of conflict of interest in investigating the Adani Group.

A T T Hrdehrer [darer & oRT TET, foree Afé-de fEseaaet Rusr o srsrweh g A
ST H fRal & Ta &1 3R S|
e She has denied the allegations.

3ogiel AT & STR |
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French firm Technicolor shuts shop;
3,200 employees lose jobs in India
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[PCS

Mini Tejaswi
BENGALURU

Technicolor India, a studio
owned by Technicolor
Group of Paris, that deve-
lops visual effects (VFX)
and animation graphics for
many full length feature
films of Hollywood produc-
tion houses, is shutting
down its India operations
centred in Bengaluru and
Mumbai, as part of the
group’s global closure.

The firm employs 3,200
people in India. Almost
3,000 of them are in Ben-
galuru. It has a global
headcount of over 10,000.

“Technicolour India is
financially and operation-

French Firm Technicolor Shuts Shop; 3,200 Employees Lose

Jobs in India

Mufasa had grossed more than
$700 million globally. AP

ally not moving forward.
We reached a state where
we are not able to function
as an organisation any-
more,” said Biren Ghose,

MD, Technicolor India at a
staff town hall.

Court recovery
The news of the closure
came after Technicolor
Group, the parent compa-
ny, filed for court recovery
procedure in France citing
inability to find investors to
continue business further.
The India leadership
and counterparts in other
geographies were not privy
to this finality and sudden-
ness of the decision. “India
management got to know
about it only when we re-
ceived an email, out of the
blue, from Caroline Parot,
CEO of Technicolor
Group,” Mr. Ghose in-

formed the staff.

Ms. Parot’s email said
the group was unable to
find new investors despite
extensive efforts and there-
fore filed for court ‘recov-
ery procedure’ before the
French Court of Justice.

Mr. Ghose said over 70%
of special effects for the
film Mufasa was developed
by his team here and the
movie had so far grossed
over $700 million globally.

Ashish S. Kulkarni,
chairman, FICCI for AVGC-
XR and chairman of
MCCIA animation & gam-
ing panel, said Technico-
lor’s exit would trigger sha-
keout and consolidation in

India’s AVGC-XR sector.

HIAR F9eA) TFlho} §¢; ARG # 3,200 FHART RSER

Technicolor India, a studio owned by Technicolor Group of Paris, is

shutting down its India operations in Bengaluru and Mumbai as part

of the group’s global closure.

EFeiipart i3, St IRw Ry Saefleer 9 T T3 8, 3raa Ferers 3i
Hag Faa R Garer ) 3RTF 7§ F d8d TG T @ L

e The firm develops visual effects (VFX) and animation graphics for many Hollywood
feature films.

Ig YT F3 glelIgs e’ freat & fov fagparer shacw (VFX) 3R efadtes afverer
IEEanCERGIR]

e The firm employs 3,200 people in India, with almost 3,000 in Bengaluru. It has a
global headcount of over 10,000.
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S8 SHUeH H AR A 3,200 FHANY H1H Y 8, ToTeeT ¥ ST 3,000 T[T 7 & | FHAT
3% FaT 9 10,000 & rflrs wetamRat f weam |

Biren Ghose, MD, Technicolor India, stated that the company is financially and
operationally unable to move forward.

IR =Y, g fAeerd, TFeidet 51397 o gl [ U= faeha 31X F=reeT & FaT 9 3mer
oo & IFAT |

Court Recovery

AT Ao gfshan

The closure news came after Technicolor Group, the parent company, filed for court
recovery in France, citing an inability to find investors.

Ig §EI A AIH 37TS ST FET Falt SFeliehert Jq A g A F1E Revadl F fAw 3wt gy
#1, 7€ FEd gU % U fders ¢t e @ &

India management was unaware of the decision and got to know about it through an
unexpected email from Caroline Parot, CEO of Technicolor Group.

AR FY gaereT &9 3 fAotr & sreratrer ot 3R 58 Ao eFeitpert 9 A CEO FfaraT

IRIE ¥ 34T U A 9Ied g3

Ms. Parot’s email mentioned that despite extensive efforts, the company failed to
secure new investors and hence filed for court recovery before the French Court of
Justice.

A IRIE & A F T T T faEga Sl & aaeg, e ¢ fAdes gea # e
& 3R 37 HROT T FIE 6 AT A Revadl yfhar F e 3rsit g Fi

Over 70% of special effects for the film Mufasa were developed by Technicolor
India, and the movie has grossed over $700 million globally.

Tohed HHTAT & 70% F 70 faery gemma (VFX) Saeliamer 3133 ganr s v are 9,

3R 37 fher & ARTF TR W $700 AT ¥ 310+ A FaAE Hr g

Ashish S. Kulkarni, Chairman, FICCI for AVGC-XR, stated that Technicolor’s exit
will lead to shakeout and consolidation in India’s AVGC-XR sector.

3fAY . Ferwofl, sreaat, Rhahr (AVGC-XR) o Fgl foh TFlFher & a6 I & #RA &
AVGC-XR ¥aeT # 39a-g9a AR wawe ghm|
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Jailed PKK founder
calls for dissolution
of his militant group

[PCs

Agence France-Presse
ISTANBUL

Jailed PKK founder Abdul-
lah Ocalan on Thursday
called for his Kurdish mili-
tant group to lay down its
weapons and dissolve itself
in a landmark declaration
read out in Istanbul.

“All groups must lay
down their arms and PKK
must dissolve itself,” he
said in a declaration drawn
up in his cell on Imrali pri-
son island where he has
been held in solitary con-
finement since 1999.

The call came four
months after Ankara of-
fered an olive branch to the
75-year-old who founded
the Kurdistan Workers’
Party (PKK), which has led
a decades-long insurgency
against the Turkish state
that has cost tens of thou-
sands of lives.

Abdullah Ocalan

His words were read out
by a delegation of lawmak-
ers from the pro-Kurdish
DEM party who visited him
earlier on Thursday, the
declaration sparking spon-
taneous applause inside
the packed hall.

Meanwhile, the leader
of the Kurdish-led Syrian
Democratic Forces said on
Thursday that Ocalan’s call
for the militant group to
disarm will not affect the
SDF.

Jailed PKK Founder Calls for

Dissolution of His Militant
Group

e N TTYTISH o 3T
3AAIE HHE Y HIT FIA Y
3rdYer Y

Jailed PKK founder Abdullah
Ocalan on Thursday called for
his Kurdish militant group to lay
down its weapons and dissolve
itself in a landmark declaration
read out in Istanbul.

TFAR FI Fe didd TEATIF Hegodl
INFATT F HYA FIEA I THE
¥ gfAIR 31t 3R TaT Y 371 A
1 3rdter Y, O sFdge F T

U AeAS =Y & T F ger IAT|
«“All groups must lay down their arms
and PKK must dissolve itself,” he said in a
declaration drawn up in his cell on Imrali

prison island, where he has been held in
solitary confinement since 1999.

" w3t TAHE FY 377 AR sTe TifRe s

i Y FII FY I FT &A1 AT, 3o51e7 I BIVOT SANS el GAIT T N9 8 #H RN
Y, ST 9 1999 A UHid FRIET A T& 7T § |

e The call came four months after Ankara offered an olive branch to the 75-year-old
Ocalan, who founded the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK), which has led a decades-
long insurgency against the Turkish state, costing tens of thousands of lives.

g 37T I TS S IR AL Tgel PRI o 75 TuT 3herer & ufay a0 @ | 32l
Fiéear add el (PKK) T warder &1 off, Trae gt Tea & e auet aw fagls
fraT, 5aw goRl T AR 7T

e His words were read out by a delegation of lawmakers from the pro-Kurdish DEM
party, who visited him earlier on Thursday. The declaration sparked spontaneous
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applause inside the packed hall.
3eTeh Qreal 1 W-Figer 37 urél & fruryet & gfafafdssa 7 ger, fSgiel Far #t 3@
FeTehTe 1 ff| 3T IO & X §C gl A FI: AT qred oA

Meanwhile, the leader of the Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) said on
Thursday that Ocalan’s call for disarmament will not affect the SDF.

53T e, F< Aqgea arell NI 3R RF BRI (SDF) F AdT 7 TR I gl foh At

$T gRAAR ST Y 3T SDF FY IS Tt FI@T|

Gene Hackman, Oscar-winning actor, and

his wife found dead at New Mexico home

Associated Press
SANTA FE

Oscar-winning actor Gene
Hackman, his wife and
their dog were found dead
in their New Mexico home,
authorities  said on
Thursday.

Foul play was not sus-
pected, but authorities did
not disclose how they died
and said an investigation
was ongoing.

Hackman, 95, Betsy Ara-
kawa, 63, and their dog
were all dead when depu-
ties entered their home to
check on their welfare
around 1.45 p.m. on Wed-
nesday, Santa Fe County

Sheriff’s Office spokesper-
son Denise Avila said.
The gruff-but-beloved

Hackman was among the ’

finest actors of his genera-
tion, appearing as villains,
heroes and anti-heroes in
dozens of dramas, come-
dies and action films from
the 1960s until his retire-
ment in the early 2000s.
He was a five-time Oscar
nominee who won for The
French Connection in 1972
and Unforgiven two de-
cades later. His death
comes just four days be-
fore this year’s ceremony.
Hackman co-wrote
three novels, starting with
the swashbuckler, Wake of

Gene Hackman

the Perdido Star, with Da-
niel Lenihan in 1999, ac-
cording to publisher Simon
& Schuster. He then
penned two by himself,
concluding with Pursuit in
2013.

In recent years, he was

far less visible in public,
though even the most
mundane outings caught
the attention of the press.
The Independent wrote
about him attending a
show at the Lensic Per-
forming Arts Center in
2018. The New York Post
reported on him pumping
gas, doing yard work and
getting a chicken sandwich
at Wendy’s in 2023.

Aside from appearances
at awards shows, he was
rarely seen in the Holly-
wood social circuit and re-
tired from acting about 20
years ago. His was the rare
Hollywood retirement that
actually lasted.

Gene Hackman, Oscar-
Winning Actor, and His Wife
Found Dead at New Mexico
Home

ITERY faatan srfdaar e
g 3 3T Teadt 7
AfFa! FPUd e & T 91w T

e Oscar-winning actor Gene Hackman, his

wife Betsy Arakawa, and their dog were found dead in their New Mexico home,
authorities said on Thursday.

FEHT RAStar JfAerar shter fFae, 3eTehl Teelt Tt IRTHTAT 3R SoTehl FT JEAR Al 7
AfFwes! Pua o 7 7 aw a1, rfAmiRat o samr|

Foul play was not suspected, but authorities did not disclose how they died and said
an investigation was ongoing.

oY Fforer i 3merFr g TS T, AfhaT IMRFRTT o T8 T Farm fF aFA M, 3R
&gl T o S 1

Hackman, 95, and Arakawa, 63, were found dead when deputies entered their home

around 1:45 p.m. on Wednesday, Santa Fe County Sheriff’s Office spokesperson
Denise Avila said.

95 ¥t AT 3R 63 affr IRTHTET T FUAR ANIET 1:45 T 3eTeh B & T AT 14T,
|iaT ¥ F3E ANE FRATerT Y gawFar sfaw ofdar o samn|

Hackman was among the finest actors of his generation, playing villains, heroes,
and anti-heroes in numerous dramas, comedies, and action films from the 1960s
until his retirement in the early 2000s.

SFAT 3T AT F Jgadla JfAAaT & § v &, [Sigia 1960 & e ¥ AFHT 2000 &

U Y YT T HS e, HIAS! AR TFerT Werl & Geraras, A+ AR yfaaras H

sfareTe foremd|
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¢ He was afive-time Oscar nominee, winning for The French Connection (1972) and
Unforgiven (1992). His death comes just four days before this year’s ceremony.

g 9T IR 3ER & frT AAIR g0 4 3R & $a FaAerer (1972) 3R Ieroifeiaat (1992)
%%@ﬁﬁalm@rﬂwﬁimmﬁmwﬁﬂmﬁl

e Hackman co-wrote three novels, beginning with Wake of the Perdido Star (1999) with
Daniel Lenihan, followed by two solo novels, concluding with Pursuit (2013).

tRd o i 39=aTH FE-oEa fRT, 519 gl a1 aF TP ¢ RS FTer (1999) 3faaer
affer & @1y, 3R a1g 7 Y vwe 3ueaTw o, foee sifas ade (2013) 41|

e Inrecent years, he was rarely seen in public, but even mundane outings caught
media attention.

&1l & Tuf &, a8 oIl T A FH oToX 3Ta T, fcheT erehy wrenor arfafaferay sft Aifzar
FT T TR HLr AT

e The Independent wrote about him attending a show at the Lensic Performing Arts
Center in 2018. The New York Post reported on him pumping gas, doing yard
work, and getting a chicken sandwich at Wendy’s in 2023.

2018 #, 3f2UST F 3T ATAF TWHITHT AT Ve H v Y A 3ufeyfa i RaiE &) 2023
H, =A% We A 3% A IR, A FT FHA F 34K AT H R dsRg o= fraw
arl

e Aside from awards show appearances, he was rarely seen in Hollywood’s social
circuit and retired from acting about 20 years ago.

WEFR FARNE! & 39TPAfer & 3rarman, ag gleligs & WrATioF gorhl 7 e &Y Feft && 1w
3R TS 20 WieT Tgo HHeTT § He=arq o Foram am|

o Hiswas arare Hollywood retirement that actually lasted.

3oTehT HeATH gleiigs A GorsT T, St areara A T T8
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