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DU V-C rules out plan
to teach Manusmriti
and Baburnama

|GS Paper I: History

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Delhi University (DU) is set
to withdraw the proposal
to include Hindu religious
text Manusmriti and Ba-
burnama, the memoirs of
Mughal emperor Babur, in
the university’s History
curriculum.

DU Vice-Chancellor Yo-
gesh Singh on Tuesday
clarified that there was no
plan to teach either of the
subjects.

The proposal was initiat-
ed by the History depart-
ment’s Joint Committee of
Courses on February 19.
Opposing the move, sever-
al professors wrote to the
Vice-Chancellor with some
objecting to teaching the
texts, while the others stat-
ing that the proposal did
not contain  “critical
perspective”.

The  Vice-Chancellor
said DU is a “progressive

The proposal to
teach the texts was

moved by a History
department panel
on February 19

university” and that the
subjects are not “worth
considering”.

“I was told that it was
discussed in the depart-
mental meeting. But we do
not want to teach the sub-
jects as we are a progres-
sive university, and it is the
21st century,” Mr. Singh
told The Hindu.

He also said that Babur-
nama is the “autobiogra-
phy of a tyrant” and has
“no relevance in this
time”.

“DU is designing its stu-
dy material keeping in
mind how we can achieve
the resolve of becoming a
developed nation by
2047, Mr. Singh added.

DU V-C rules out plan to teach
Manusmriti and Baburnama

31y &t-dt F FepeR ey X aeE
qglal Y AISTAT ¥ SRR fhdT

Delhi University (DU) is set to
withdraw the proposal to include
Hindu religious text Manusmriti and
Baburnama, the memoirs of Mughal
emperor Babur, in the university’s
History curriculum.

feeelt Rreafagarer (9 wFam aow
3R F{ITT FHTE FTaR F FEAOT FTTATHT
&I freafagarera & sfagry wogwa &
AT FIA AT a1 oM

. DU Vice-Chancellor Yogesh Singh on
Tuesday clarified that there was no plan to teach
either of the subjects.

3 F Ferdfa Arer g F Hererar F Fuse B fs
o7 TAwaT &Y Ty T IS AT T 2

e The proposal was initiated by the History department’s Joint Committee of Courses
on February 19.

Ig TEdTd 19 Bladt 1 $faere fasimer i gy qreas A AfAfar ganT o« fawar s o
e Opposing the move, several professors wrote to the Vice-Chancellor, with some

objecting to teaching the texts, while others stating that the proposal did not contain a
"critical perspective".

5 FeH 1 fa0Y X gU, F§ NHERT A Fordfal H 9 fo@l, $ A 3o F4 A 9ol T
YT STATS, STeieh 3w & gl foh TEdTd H " HTATIATCHE §foeHIoT gl AT|
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e The Vice-Chancellor said DU is a "progressive university" and that the subjects are
not "worth considering".

Ferqia o FeT o g veh " yarforefier freafagzmes § 3k I fawy " fam e Qg 7@k &
o “lwas told that it was discussed in the departmental meeting. But we do not want

to teach the subjects as we are a progressive university, and it is the 21st
century,” Mr. Singh told The Hindu.

"Jﬁmwﬁ:wwﬁmmﬁaﬁ?aﬁlaﬁmwaﬁwﬁmaﬁ
aTee FifR g1 U werfarefier freafagaey ¥ il 77 214t w3, A g A 7 Bgat

ERIRN

e He also said that Baburnama is the "autobiography of a tyrant" and has "no
relevance in this time".

3ogiel T8 oY FgT o ITEETAT Tk " HATEE) ATHE Y TcAFAT § 3R ST "5 aHT FE
YR RYhar A |

o “DU is designing its study material keeping in mind how we can achieve the resolve
of becoming a developed nation by 2047”, Mr. Singh added.

"3V ITIAT AT WHIA $H TG IR FX T@T 8 [ 6 2047 T Tah ATl e oot &
HeHed Y F& T F FFd o, AT g o ST

e

A unique landscape: Mount Ruang volcano erupts in Sitaro, north Sulawesi, on April 19, 2024. AFP
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How the Wallace line explains the
difference in species across continents

In the 19th century, Alfred Wallace noticed a shift in the composition of organisms as he moved from Asia to Australia. He posited an invisible barrier
in the ocean running between the islands of Bali and Lombok, striking north between Borneo and Sulawesi before curving south of Mindanao

|GS Paper I: Geographyl
Rupsy Khurana

angaroos and cockatoos are

synonymous with Australia

and tigers and orangutans

with Asia. Both these
continents boast rich biodiversity that is
also very unique. A simple yet popular
way to understand these ‘separate
greatnesses’ has taken the shape of the
Wallace line.

What is the Wallace line?

In the late 19th century, the English
naturalist Alfred Russel Wallace noticed a
dramatic shift in the composition of
organisms as he moved from Asia to
Australia, New Guinea, and other islands
nearby. He posited an invisible barrier in
the ocean, later called the Wallace line,
running between the islands of Bali and
Lombok, striking north between Borneo
and Sulawesi before curving south of
Mindanao. To him this line was like a
fence between the different kinds of
animals on the two sides.

Wallace and others conducted eight
years of fieldwork to carefully plot the line
across many kilometres, in the process
laying the foundations of modern
biogeography: the study of how species
are distributed and how they got there.

Over the years, the line has attracted
considerable research interest. “The
Wallace line ... ties partly into the theory
of evolution. Nowhere else on the earth
do you see such a dramatic shift over such
a narrow distance. Organisms are not just
scattered randomly,” Jason R. Ali,
honorary associate researcher at the
Senckenberg Society for Nature Research,
Germany, said.

What did Wallace find on Sulawesi?
At their closest, the islands of Borneo and
Sulawesi are just over 20 km apart yet
they support very distinct plants,
mammals, and birds. Wallace was more
baffled by Sulawesi. It's one of the largest
islands in the archipelago and home to
species found nowhere else on the planet,
including tarsiers (family Tarsiidae), the
lowland anoa (Bubalus depressicornis),
and the mountain anoa (Bubalus
quarlesi), which are both of Asian origin.
Yet Sulawesi is also home to Australian
marsupials like the dwarf cuscus
(Strigocuscus celebensis).

The island frustrated Wallace, who
repeatedly redrew his line because he was
unsure whether it belonged to Asia or
Australia. He wrote in 1876 that the
animals here showed “affinities” to Africa,
India, Java, the Maluku Islands, New
Guinea, and the Philippines.

Why do Sulawesi have species from
both sides of the line while most others
didn’t? Wallace had deduced the essential
answer all those years ago but it has
accrued greater depth with more research
over time.

What does the ancient past say?

The line is part of the Malay archipelago, a
geologically complex region with more
than 25,000 islands.

Wallace figured that Sulawesi’s animal
distribution could be explained if some of
these islands had been joined with the
Asian mainland in the past. As the islands
broke off and drifted apart, the ancestral
species on each island would have
become isolated and evolved
independently, creating the distribution
Wallace saw in the 19th century. Since

then, researchers have expanded this
understanding by going further back in
time. Millions of years ago, Australia
broke off and drifted away from
Antarctica. An ocean emerged in the
growing gap and the water currents in its
depths cooled the planet.

Meanwhile, Australia drifted north into
Asia, creating the volcanic islands of
Indonesia. Various studies found that
variations in monsoons, aridity, and sea
levels between these islands spurred
island species to adapt to their new
conditions and diversify, until as recently
as four million years ago.

The movement of continents was one
part of the puzzle. A study published in
2023 revealed another when scientists
took a closer look at how species across
the Wallace line were related. They
analysed data of 20,000 species of birds,
mammals, reptiles, and amphibians.
Despite global cooling, they found,
Malay’s tropical islands stayed warmer
and wetter than Australia. Thus, Asian
fauna used these islands as stepping
stones to Australia whereas Australian
species, having evolved in cooler climes,
struggled to make their way across the
islands to Asia. “Species from Asia can
migrate through the rainforest-rich
northern route, as the ecosystems are
similar to their origins,” Ali said.
“Australian species can only move into
Asia along the southern route, around
Timor and nearby islands. This path
emerged much later — only a few million
years ago — making migration more
challenging for Australian species.”

Does the line matter?
By combining insights from multiple

disciplines, the aforementioned studies
helped explain Wallace’s findings to a
degree that revealed the line to be a
mirage: it was visible but the real reasons
why it exists are rooted in the deeper
facts of nature.

Today, even newer tools have joined
older ones to further clarify the region’s
biogeography. “We are learning more
about which adaptations allow species to
move throughout the region by using
advanced evolutionary modelling and
computer simulations,” Alexander Skeels,
a postdoctoral research fellow at
Australian National University, Canberra,
said.

The factors that influenced species
dispersal and settlement in the past are
still relevant today.

The Indo-Malayan archipelago faces
one of the world’s highest rates of habitat
destruction. Understanding its biography
will be crucial for ecologists to predict
how species will respond to the loss of
their homes, compounded by the effects
of climate change.

“New technologies are helping us
understand that ‘lines’ that separate Asia
and Australia may be simplifying the
story,” Skeels said. Ali echoed him, saying
redrawing the Wallace line or any other
line like it is “futile”.

“Different datasets and methods will
reveal different results. These boundaries
will always be fuzzy. Instead of redrawing
lines, it is more valuable to focus on how
these species will be affected by habitat
destruction in future,” Ali added.

Rupsy Khurana is Science
Communication and Outreach Lead at the
National Centre for Biological Sciences,
Bengaluru.

How the Wallace Line Explains the Difference in Species
Across Continents

aTferT 3@T AgTeddl # yenfaal & a7 #Y F¥ Fasd §

e Inthe 19th century, Alfred Wallace noticed a shift in the composition of organisms as
he moved from Asia to Australia. He posited an invisible barrier in the ocean running
between the islands of Bali and Lombok, striking north between Borneo and
Sulawesi, before curving south of Mindanao.
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194t @& A, 3rehs a1fow A Shat 1 T H St QT ST ag THRAT @ e forar 1 3%
§¢| 3ogiel AGMTIR # Teh 37GRT HIAT &Y FHoqel &1, ST arelt 3N AFaF gl & a7 &
BT IRl ¢, fera it Famadelt & e 3o Y 3R Fec 8, 3R e isenat & gfavor
ST ¢

e Kangaroos and cockatoos are synonymous with Australia, while tigers and
orangutans are linked with Asia. Both these continents boast rich and unique
biodiversity.

FIE AR Fiewrg AreefoaT & clien §, STafeh arer 3ik iRerer oftrr @ 573 81 A gt
AETEAT HEY I IS sta Rafawrar & sy &

What is the Wallace Line?

arfere TaT 4T 87

o Inthe late 19th century, English naturalist Alfred Russel Wallace noticed a dramatic
shift in the composition of organisms as he moved from Asia to Australia, New
Guinea, and nearby islands.

194t @eY % 3t A, AT wpfafae sretbs Wer arfer = ol § it i, = e sik
AT & gl A ST g Shal B EAAT H AT qEaTd |
e He proposed an invisible barrier in the ocean, later called the Wallace Line, running

between Bali and Lombok, striking north between Borneo and Sulawesi, before
curving south of Mindanao.

376 ie] AGMER H Tah 3G HIAT T IRehoda I, [o08 a1 7 arfare 3@ et a3, S arelt
3R v & A @ glent Il B, Afera 3 garaw & e 3aw A A aech § 3k R
fostanst & aféror F A5 21

e To Wallace, this line was like a fence separating different kinds of animals on both
sides.

aTfere o 3TAR, Ig @T axat 3T & Faffiest TR & SITerast Y 37T Fa arell U a13 oI
oAt

e Wallace and others conducted eight years of fieldwork to carefully plot the line across
many kilometers, laying the foundations of modern biogeography—the study of how
species are distributed and how they got there.

arferd 3R 3T dafaet o 3rs ast a% Fresad Far 3R w3 Faefer aw sg 3@r #t
FrauTgdes g frar, foraa smyfas Saspie 1 sfiag W 16— g 3reage Far g
for yromforat 3 fraRa gidh & 3k & @t 3 g

e Over the years, this line has attracted considerable research interest.

aﬁﬁ,u‘a’wmaﬂﬂwﬁaﬁﬁtﬁrmﬁwmﬁ%l

e Jason R. Ali, honorary associate researcher at the Senckenberg Society for Nature
Research, Germany, said:
"The Wallace Line ... ties partly into the theory of evolution. Nowhere else on the
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earth do you see such a dramatic shift over such a narrow distance. Organisms
are not just scattered randomly."

ST AT, 3rel), AeTdheTael TS R = RAT, STHAY & Alelg TgA9M 2MeIhal o g
"afere YT HiIF T & faerare & Rieyia & I3 g8 &1 7ot WHe AR gah Fa g &
FAT 93T SGA1d W &I AGT fAeraTl g Fae Agfees w0 & @y 78 gl

What Did Wallace Find on Sulawesi?

gerrad gdig W arfaw Y F41 Fer?

o At their closest, the islands of Borneo and Sulawesi are just over 20 km apart, yet they
support very distinct plants, mammals, and birds.

sferar 3k gemad e Fed erdenr fig oX ot 20 bl it gt W &, o6 o T8t gt
3releT e & 9, Taererdy 3 waft are o 8

o Wallace was more baffled by Sulawesi. It is one of the largest islands in the
archipelago and home to species found nowhere else on the planet, including:

aTfere FAraH I AT H0F 3ot 7 F| I qAIvHeg & TG 93 gdai § § v § 3R
Igl Y yanforat arg Simelt § S gferar F wet 3k a7t frerddt, S
o Tarsiers (family Tarsiidae)
TR (YRaER: erdtsm)

o Lowland Anoa (Bubalus depressicornis)

forerer & 7 3 (Farerw Bofdsifw)
o Mountain Anoa (Bubalus quarlesi)
TETSY AT (T FARAHY)

e These are of Asian origin, yet Sulawesi is also home to Australian marsupials like
the Dwarf Cuscus (Strigocuscus celebensis).

I RIS AT i yorfadt &, 6T o gerad F sieeforas AR S e seww
(Reaprra daafdw) o oo omd &

e Theisland frustrated Wallace, who repeatedly redrew his line because he was
unsure whether it belonged to Asia or Australia.

g AT qIferd Y IasteT H STadT 6T, 3N 37g1e1 319611 Y@ IR-aIR a1 Wi, Fif ag
AfRaa 8T ¥ fF g R &t fwwr & ar Ao #
¢« He wrote in 1876 that the animals here showed "affinities" to:
1876 #, 3=giey for@r for Igi & Shal 7 "wae @ &a &
o Africa

YHT
o India
AT
o Java
G
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o The Maluku Islands

Aol T

Q9 ~

o New Guinea
=g el

o The Philippines
Reelidia

Why Does Sulawesi Have Species from Both Sides of the Line?
FATAH! 7 A wadt i genfoat #at 37

e Wallace had deduced the essential answer all those years ago, but more research
has added greater depth over time.

aTfere o WIAT Yga 36 WaTel FT H{eT 3a% Gier fordT &1, olfehet e aer @ w97 & |y
FHA IR TS 3 T

What does the ancient past say?

9Tl 3rclla 4T Fgdr 8?

e Theline is part of the Malay archipelago, a geologically complex region with more
than 25,000 islands.

IE YW AGY GATHHAE 7 66T 5, ST sdafad & & Ffeer &7 § 3R 38+ 25,000 &
Fftre T &

o Wallace figured that Sulawesi’s animal distribution could be explained if some of
these islands had been joined with the Asian mainland in the past.

I & HTATST AT foby ATt F 7] FAAR0r bt FHSAT ST el & IS AT H L
gAY TRIATE AET {A A 3 g0 I

o Astheislands broke off and drifted apart, the ancestral species on each island
became isolated and evolved independently, creating the distribution Wallace saw
in the 19th century.

S €1 & 3reraT §U 3R o 70, e geid Y Gaor Yot rerer-aert ) 7§ AR T
w0 ¥ e g8, oo arfera « 109 & # && arw feor #r sarean $1

e Since then, researchers have expanded this understanding by going further back in
time.
aa A, MY 7 37 A $1 AR Rraia BFar 31k sq srdia & 3i 7S o )

e Millions of years ago, Australia broke off and drifted away from Antarctica. An
ocean emerged in the growing gap, and water currents in its depths cooled the
planet.

TET {Ter gE e, JTeeforaT et & srerer g3 R gY 9% AT 36 Ted IR A TH
FETHIIR &1, 3R 38 M8Y STel TaTg F Jedt Y 337 &+ &
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e Meanwhile, Australia drifted north into Asia, creating the volcanic islands of
Indonesia.

S8 e, i 3aT i 3R R i 3R 987, Sad SRR & SarangET gy o
o Various studies found that variations in monsoons, aridity, and sea levels between

these islands spurred island species to adapt to new conditions and diversify, until
as recently as four million years ago.

fafdest sreaat & urar a2 3 AT, qsaar AR w3g T3 F Bewrar & HRor adal &
yenfeat 7% aRRFufaal & srqge g8 3R Rfduarget §€, 3ik 7€ gk ar Afege ad
gga o Sl BT

e The movement of continents was one part of the puzzle.

FgTedIat Y afer 3/ qgel HT v fgwar A

e A study published in 2023 revealed another aspect when scientists analysed data of
20,000 species of birds, mammals, reptiles, and amphibians.

2023 # FeRITRIA T 3ETFT A Ueh 3R Tge] 3SR E3HT ST dferenl A 20,000 wiar,
FerereTia, Tt 3R 3erreRt i genfat & Ser @1 faedtyor fwam|

o Despite global cooling, they found that Malay’s tropical islands stayed warmer and
wetter than Australia.

R effert & arasye, deTfaent o ara f& Ferr & sormfeatir gdiT e forar #ir gear
# 3T IR T @ @I

e Thus, Asian fauna used these islands as stepping stones to Australia, whereas
Australian species, having evolved in cooler climates, struggled to reach Asia.

g YN, mmﬁ#a@ﬁmmaﬁ@ﬁqu@ﬁa;mﬁm, STdfeh &3
sterarg 7 sl siteefarang yenfaat & fae vfram ggaen i el

o Ali said, "Species from Asia can migrate through the rainforest-rich northern route, as
the ecosystems are similar to their origins."

3rell A FgT, "TRIAT A YSadr Wue quTdal are 3ad ARY & ATETH F YA R Ahd &,
Fiifeh ggl T IR IEUTThT 3oTeh FeT folarer TUTeT & FATH-Sercll §1"
e Australian species can only move into Asia along the southern route, around

Timor and nearby islands. This path emerged much later—only a few million years
ago—making migration more challenging.

e farg yanfaat saer giaof ATt @ € v F yaer & awd §, S faak i srw-ur
& gl & gIehT I § | Ig AT FIhY a1 A, Fae Fo AfATeT Frer gga 7@, f5@d varq
3R &Y shideT g aram|

Does the line matter?

T IE T Ageaqol 82

e By combining insights from multiple disciplines, these studies helped explain
Wallace’s findings to a degree that revealed the line to be a mirage.
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F3 TAvAY & reqga F A, 57 M4t F aifed F fAswst F gHs= & #Acg f, Goa
T el 3% I8 X v gfve e (e B

o Today, newer tools have joined older ones to further clarify the region’s
biogeography.
3TST, AT 3YFIOT YU el & A1 [HH &1 i ST apeiter &1 3R Fove a1 @ &

o Alexander Skeels, postdoctoral research fellow at Australian National University,
Canberra, said:

o Aererer ZfAafid, Ferawr & diecsiacRd Aluwdl, ArdFast FHied A Far.
"We are learning more about which adaptations allow species to move throughout
the region by using advanced evolutionary modeling and computer simulations."

"§H SeeTd fATATcHS AT AR Feget AT HT 3U9T e Ig GAS @ § 1 Hlar-
¥ T Tl FY 36 & § FUEAR F A sgaAfa &

e The factors that influenced species dispersal and settlement in the past are still
relevant today.

3rclia & Y FRE gefadl & $hema 3t a@a F wanfaa w9 &, 3 3re oft yrEfaE §

e The Indo-Malayan archipelago faces one of the world’s highest rates of habitat
destruction.

$31-A Y EIEHE I gfa F wad A 1AF e fAamer a3 7 F vF 7 WHAT FIAT 93 @
gl

o Understanding its biogeography will be crucial for ecologists to predict how species
will respond to the loss of their homes, compounded by climate change.

SHHT SiT AT Y WHSAAT TR TEATIRIAEr & frw Fgeaqor 1o, difer & 3rgAT o §h
f Tenfarat 3rver JmaTal & sJHarT AR STerarg aRader & wemat 9v F wfafar &h

o Ali said, "Instead of redrawing lines, it is more valuable to focus on how these species
will be affected by habitat destruction in the future."

3relY & FgT, "YWV T A Eiel & S, Ig 3178 Hedar § & g sfasar 3 smare feer
& FROT 3T FoMTferal IX U5 aTed FHTET 9 qTer &1

Page9

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

India hit targeted maternal
mortality rate of 100 deaths
per lakh live births: Nadda

[GS Paper I: Society |

Bindu Shajan Perappadan

NEW DELHI

India has achieved the Na-
tional Health Policy (NHP)
target of a maternal mor-
tality rate (MMR) of 100
deaths per one lakh live
births, Union Health Minis-
ter J.P. Nadda said on
Tuesday.

The nation had also
achieved an 83% decline in
MMR between 1990 and
2020, which was much
higher than the decline in
Global MMR, he added.

Mr. Nadda was chairing
the ninth meeting of the
Mission Steering Group,
the highest policy-making
and governance body for
the health sector under the
National Health Mission
(NHM).

The Minister said that a
69% decline was observed
in Infant Mortality Rate
(IMR) in India during this
period (1990-2020), while
the decline in Global IMR
was 55%. Additionally,
there has been a 75% de-
cline in the “Under 5
[years] Mortality Rate”
while the global rate of de-
cline was 58%.

At the meeting, the Mi-

At . dY. AT o ANAR F FET|

| 4

India’s 69% decline in infant mortality rate (1990-2020) is higher
than the Global IMR dip of 55%, the Minister says. FILE PHOTO

nister stressed the need to
translate the agendas and
objectives of different
health schemes into ac-
tion, and the importance
of the role of officers, in-
cluding Chief Medical Of-
ficers (CMO), at the ground
level to achieve it.
“Enhancing and streng-
thening the capacities of
CMOs is vital as is the need
for training and capacity-
building exercises, so that
their capacities can be util-
ised in the best way possi-
ble; that will pave the way
for achieving required re-
sults of  healthcare
schemes at the grassroots
level,” Mr. Nadda said.

Mr. Nadda also spoke
about the role of ASHA
workers in the healthcare
system, and remarked on
the need for their empo-
werment and welfare
through revised incentives
for routine activities, and
providing enhanced
honorariums.

While commending the
developments and new
technological  advances
working to strengthen the
health infrastructure, Mr.
Nadda also said the quality
of the latest additions, in-
cluding the Bharat Health
Initiative for Sahyog Hita
and Maitri (BHISHM),
should be ensured.

India hit targeted
maternal mortality
rate of 100 deaths
per lakh live births:
Nadda

R o STfeTd AT

Heg &3 100 FF 9
@ Shifad = gred
. g3t

India has achieved the
National Health Policy
(NHP) target of a
maternal mortality
rate (MMR) of 100
deaths per one lakh
live births, Union
Health Minister J.P.
Nadda said on
Tuesday.

T A AT FqLT
Aifa (NHP) &1 8
yrea 1 foran &, e
AT FZ & (MMR) 100
g vfa v org Sfifad
A §, FEIT FaELy

* The nation had also achieved an 83% decline in MMR between 1990 and 2020, which was
much higher than the decline in Global MMR, he added.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Pagelo



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

www.patrioticias.in

g X A Prrae @ w4 310 &, 361 SisT|

* Mr. Nadda was chairing the ninth meeting of the Mission Steering Group, the highest
policy-making and governance body for the health sector under the National Health Mission
(NHM).

- 7537 sAldT do% $ sregaTaT FT W A S o6 T FArEeT fAYT (NHM) & T8 e a9 &
fore gafesr Afy-fAstor s amae PR 2

* The Minister said that a 69% decline was observed in Infant Mortality Rate (IMR) in India
during 1990-2020, while the decline in Global IMR was 55%.

» #A1 1 heT foh R & 1990-2020 F gRreT fAY g & (IMR) & 69% i FARTGe gt Y 71§, STaich
e fArey 7y <X & fRmae 55% W@

 Additionally, there has been a 75% decline in the "Under 5 Mortality Rate", while the global
rate of decline was 58%.

» 58 AR, "dTe a8 F F7 31 F Feai T FF o A 75% Y rge 3 8, siafsn dRaw
T W e 58% @

* At the meeting, the Minister stressed the need to translate the agendas and objectives of
different health schemes into action and the importance of the role of officers, including
Chief Medical Officers (CMO), at the ground level to achieve it.

- ¥ 7, 71 F Faffies TareeT Aerensit F vaist AR 3Rt F frarfeaa F At smaegwar ik
el T W AET RAfFcar sftwiar (cmo) afta s @ sfer & wgca w1 Wwifed
e

» "Enhancing and strengthening the capacities of CMOs is vital as is the need for training
and capacity-building exercises, so that their capacities can be utilised in the best way
possible; that will pave the way for achieving required results of healthcare schemes at the
grassroots level,” Mr. Nadda said.

- &7 Rifcar sfewRat (CMO) #r araransit #Y g 3R AT FIET ITGTS B, WA 8
wiaTor 31X aTAdT-fAAToT 3t Y raeTear i &, ATk 3Tk aTeaTt FT wafaw adF ¥ 3gAET
R 51 9%, I8 SHAT FaX W TR S@HTA JSA131 & aeds TR gred e FT AT
TRE M, 53T o gl
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* Mr. Nadda also spoke about the role of ASHA workers in the healthcare system, and
remarked on the need for their empowerment and welfare through revised incentives for
routine activities and providing enhanced honorariums.

« ST F TARELY SWHTS TOTTRlT 3 HTeT FrAFATHT Y fAHT o1 oY a1t 7 3R vy arfafafeat &
ﬁv#&ﬂﬁmmaﬁﬁagm#m#mwﬁmﬂwaﬁtwﬁmm
R AR e

* While commending the developments and new technological advances working to
strengthen the health infrastructure, Mr. Nadda also said the quality of the latest additions,
including the Bharat Health Initiative for Sahyog Hita and Maitri (BHISHM), should be
ensured.

» TARLT JTUITAT Y Ao FA & A0 g1 @ R ik a1 aevafiehr yorfey 1 wren 3 g,
1337 o Ig $Y T T AR TIELY Ygo AT fga 31X & (BHISHM) afea adiaas aRatdat it
Trorer YiafRaa @ vt wnfew|

BELGRADE
Serbian MPs injured as smoke Serbian MPs injured as

bombs thrown in parliament

smoke bombs thrown in

parliament

afaaré gre g e, TUe A
TAF a7 B T

At least three MPs were

injured on Tuesday, one of
them seriously.

FH A FA diel THE ATAIR
. . 1 ® e ge, S @ v iR

e |GS Paper I World Geography M TR TR g3l
At least three MPs were injured on Tuesday, one of them seriously, >
after smoke bombs and flares were thrown in Serbia’s parliament. ¢ Smoke bombs and flares were
MPs were scheduled to vote on a law that would increase funding thrown in Serbia’s parliament.
for university education, but opposition parties wanted to first FfSar Y U F TAF 97 31T FO
confirm the resignation of Prime Minister Milos Vucevic. AP U
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e MPs were scheduled to vote on a law that would increase funding for university
education.

HIHGT T U FTefet T HAGTH a1 AT, it Fareafaezrery Rraw & ferw fae oot srgrea|

e Opposition parties wanted to first confirm the resignation of Prime Minister Milos
Vucevic.

faaaft ger TEor wereres e RARF & @ i gite wer awd 3
e AP reported the incident.
=g geaT HI RO AP 7 &)

(GS Paper I1: Polity, Governance, and International Relations)

1.Double trouble
Sdel cddl

2.Remodelling the UAE-India aviation partnership

US-HR AT ATAGRY FT GaAL=e11

3.Issues around Delimitation

e ¥ 7 e

4. Current Status of U.S.-Taiwan Relations

FANFI-aEsareT el i aaAeT Fafa

5.States need to protect patients from being fleeced by
private hospitals, says SC

Tl Y sl revarel garT 7S & aivor § = afge, ghe
E

6. Trump world is uncertain, but India can find opportunities

&g o1 Jrfafaa ¢, et 3R &1 e e wa §
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Double trouble

The Aadhaar seems the default bet to
restrict a voter to one polling location
T he integrity of the electoral system in In-

dia is dependent upon the confidence re-
posed in it by prospective voters and the
participatory political parties. In recent years,
the Election Commission of India (ECI) has
drawn flak — from overblown to deserved rea-
sons — from political parties and civil society acti-
vists concerned about trends in Indian democra-
cy. A new complaint after recent State elections
relates to the increased number of electors in the
Assembly polls when compared to the numbers
registered in the general election for the same
year (2024). While a report in The Hindu found
that such discrepancies in electorate registration
were not unusual when compared to previous
election cycles, the question (raised vociferously
by the Opposition Congress party) as to how a
State such as Maharashtra registered an increase
of 48 lakh voters in just six months since the gen-
eral election has not been adequately answered
by the ECI. This along with the ECI’s disclosure
that the nature of registration allowed for diffe-
rent electors to have the same Electors Photo
Identification Card (EPIC) number, has allowed
Opposition parties, particularly the Trinamool
Congress, to raise questions about the credibility
of the registration process. What is worrisome is
the possibility of electors voting across States.
Prima facie, this discrepancy in EPIC numbers
— which the ECI has averred that it will rectify by
updating the numbers in its voter database to
make them unique — is not problematic. Even if
the EPIC number is shared by different voters,
they can only vote with their verified ids. Yet, the
larger problem, of a possibility of a voter having
multiple EPIC numbers across different States,
calls the process in question. For example, a mi-
grant voter can vote in a particular State of resi-
dence and in his/her home State if elections are
held in close succession as there is a good possi-
bility of the duplicate EPIC number remaining in
the database. The most effective solution would
be to link the Aadhaar number and biometric ver-
ification for voting. But this is still not foolproof.
The Aadhaar’s purpose is to identify residents,
and not citizens, and would have to be supple-
mented by another proof for voting eligibility. Se-
cond, an Aadhaar number on electoral rolls
could result in misuse such as profiling, and the
ECI has to mask it when the rolls are made avail-
able to political parties. Besides, biometric verifi-
cation for de-duplication should be supplement-
ed with clear alternative identity verification as
the former has the potential of excluding genuine
voters because of technological failures. The ECI
must be open to undertaking a clear de-duplica-
tion exercise that will allow a voter to have only
one EPIC number and voter id, with the eligibility
to vote only in their area of residence.

: 9971932488

Double trouble
Sqd ool

The Aadhaar seems the default bet to
restrict a voter to one polling location.

YR TS AdGIAT I Th Hdeld T dh
AT FI FT TATAS IYT 97T £

o The integrity of the electoral system in India
depends on the confidence of voters and political
parties.

T Y AT JOTTE hT 3T AeTaranait 3
iAo gal & faeary W AR e B

¢ Inrecent years, the Election Commission of India

(ECI) has faced criticism from political parties and
civil society activists.

gl & gyt &, SR fAaTaet 3T (ECI) #F Asr=hfas
gal 3R AR FATS FRFAT3T T 3T Jo B

+ A new complaint after recent State elections
relates to the increased number of electors compared
to the general election of 2024.

gl o Tsd YeATal o S Teh ofs fRIhrad H Aderanait

Y HEAT H G & T Jolel1 2024 & A AT § I 775 |
e Areport in The Hindu found that such
discrepancies in electorate registration were not
unusual.

& foq T ver RUIE A 91 a1 fob AaQTaT gaiteR<or 7
$H e T AT IHATT 777 ¢ |
o Opposition Congress party raised concerns

about Maharashtra, where the number of voters
increased by 48 lakh in just six months.

Rrvaft w1 gt ¥ FAgRISE FF S AT FaTs, SIET
% g AT & FISART Hr T&IT 48 a9 96 TS|

e The ECI has not adequately answered how this
increase happened.

ECI = 3H Jef&r & e &l OT TISC &Y H FgT AT
gl
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o The ECI’s disclosure showed that different electors could have the same Electors
Photo Identification Card (EPIC) number.

ECI & G & Tl TeAT o 371T-37el3T HAGIAT3N & T Teh 81 AcTalal BIe! gt 99
(EPIC) T&4T g Tehcil &

e This has led opposition parties, especially Trinamool Congress, to question the
credibility of the registration process.

s Ruaf o, Ay w0 & qure FE, 2 goeor 9fdhar i faeawsiaar W qard 3s1w
gl

e The main concern is the possibility of electors voting across States.
HEY AT I § o AclelTar Herar-3reler AsAT A FAAGTT I Hohl ¢ |

e EPIC number discrepancies are not problematic as per ECI, as voters can only vote
with verified IDs.

ECI & 31J8R EPIC &A1 #Y faaarfa IS a5 Ga@ear g1 8, #ifeh HAGTT shael

AT 9g9TeT 99 & 1Y JdeTeT T Gohd & |

e However, the problem arises if a voter has multiple EPIC numbers across different
States.

ifehel THETT AT 3TcHT & 19 fhaT HAAGIAT o UT 3TeleT-37e19T It H T & 378« EPIC
A BT

e A migrant voter could vote in both their State of residence and home State if elections
are held close together.
Teh YAl AAETAT 39+ e T 3R H TF 2kl § AeleT X Tehdl § I FaAta Ird-
gy AT &l

e The most effective solution would be to link Aadhaar number and use biometric
verification for voting.
I THTAT FATUTA YR e Bl 151 3R TAARE TAT9T & ATCIH & AT el
gram|

e However, Aadhaar is meant for residents, not citizens, so additional proof would be
needed for voting eligibility.

gTelifeh, YR Aarfaal & v 8, ARt & faw a8, safav Ades arvar & fav sfalked

GHTUT T ITaRIHT galT |

e An Aadhaar number on electoral rolls could lead to misuse, such as profiling.
ForafrereT et # JTUR e ShEaT & WTE AT SR gl Y Herrae &1 el &1

e The ECI must mask Aadhaar numbers when making voter lists available to political
parties.

ECI &1 3R FeR e TR v Sta Trarehfare geil &l Hcarar i &1 Sl 1

e Biometric verification for de-duplication should have alternative identity verification
to prevent genuine voter exclusion due to technical failures.

geelidereT et F FAT aARF Tearaer & @y dsfeds ggare geamaer off glam @i,
arfer aseThI fAwerdr & HRUT AFATAH AAGIATIT Fl ITET o fhaT ST
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e The ECI must ensure a clear de-duplication process, so each voter has only one

EPIC number and voter ID.

ECI I T FUSE ZTAThIT §eTal T TiHAT =TT TR, f5HA 87 AASTAT & U hadol T

EPIC & 3R #Aderar 9gar 99 &
o Voters should be eligible to vote only in their area of residence.

HCICTAT &l haol Iqa) fAary &1 & €1 AcleTel e i IgATT glelt Tnfeu|

Remodelling the UAE-India aviation paritnership

GS Paper lI:
uflndia-UAE yi Mumbai
[' International Airport in Maharashtra, I
was left deeply impressed by the scale of
India’s aviation ambitions. Navi Mumbai
International Airport has the potential to serve as
a game-changer in taking India’s aviation sector
to exciting new heights, providing new avenues
for the Indian travelling public to benefit from an
increasingly inter-connected world.
As the pace of growth in India’s aviation sector
— it is already the world’s third-largest domestic
market in terms of passenger numbers —
continues to quicken and the Government of
India’s initiatives such as the Ude Desh Ka Aam
Nagrik (UDAN) airport scheme are rapidly
implemented, it is essential that an equally
visionary approach to regulation and
international partnerships is also considered.

The UAE as a vital travel destination

For decades, the United Arab Emirates (UAE) has
proven itself to be a close strategic partner and
friend to India. Today, the UAE is India’s most
significant outbound travel market, with over 4.5
million Indian tourists visiting the UAE in 2023.
Every week, Indian carriers fly over 600 times to
the UAE, while UAE carriers operate over 500
weekly services to India. On the surface, these
numbers appear significant. However, they are
far below meeting current, let alone, future
consumer demand.

The impact of what is effectively a mismatch
between supply and demand has directly
contributed to spiralling ticket prices and a lack
of choice for the UAE and Indian travelling public
alike.

Under current bilateral air service
arrangements, the UAE’s carriers are limited to

-~
=

Abdulnasser
Alshaali

is the Ambassador of
the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) to the
Republic of India

Beyond
revisiting the
regulatory
frameworks, the
UAE can
support India’s
ambition to
become a global
aviation
powerhouse

operating to a total of only 15 Indian cities, thus
having no choice but to ignore the consistent
demands of key Indian growth centres, including
Surat, Visakhapatnam, Indore, Tiruchirappalli
and Patna to operate services. Similarly, Indian
carriers are unable to increase their level of
frequencies to Dubai, despite unprecedented
interest from Indians to visit family and engage in
business and leisure activities in this vital global
hub.

The benefits of a modernised strategy

With estimates suggesting that for every 1%
increase in Indian passport holders, a further 10
million Indians will seek to travel overseas, this
situation will only grow more acute. Restrictive
bilateral regulations will contribute to further
increases in the price of airline tickets, limit the
ability of Indian citizens to travel abroad, and
potentially inhibit the advancement of broader
UAE-India investment, trade, and economic
partnerships.

Just as the UAE and India have expanded
cooperation through trade agreements such as
the Comprehensive Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA), there is an urgent need for a

more progressive and open approach on aviation.

A modernised aviation strategy will act as an
economic multiplier, drive investment, and
ensure that our aviation partnership can become
a key pillar of regional and international
connectivity and growth.

Beyond revisiting the regulatory frameworks
that guide our aviation relationship, the UAE is
keen to support, through new investments and
partnerships, India’s ambition to become a global
aviation powerhouse.

Whether this support is in the form of

knowledge-sharing and the training of Indian
pilots, partnering in India’s rapidly emerging
aviation maintenance, repair, and overhaul (MRO)
industry, promoting India’s globally renowned
tourism sector, investing in the Indian
government’s UDAN airport scheme to better
connect Tier-2 and Tier-3 Indian cities, or in
achieving win-win outcomes for our respective
airline carriers, it is imperative that we seek new
areas of collaboration in this critically important
sector.

Cooperation over competition
Fundamentally, an opportunity exists to establish
a combined sky and aviation eco-system that
privileges cooperation over competition. Through
greater engagement, we can ensure that the
respective aviation sectors of both our countries
are able to grow and succeed, whilst offering the
citizens of the UAE and India the ability to
connect, engage, and thrive.

Just as Dubai and Abu Dhabi benefit from their
status as global aviation hubs, cities throughout
India have the potential to attain similar levels of
seamless connectivity. By better connecting and
supporting the aviation ambitions of emerging
Indian cities, we can together ensure that
inclusive and sustainable economic growth are
felt not only within India, but also far beyond its
borders.

Enhanced cooperation in the aviation sector is
just one example of how the UAE-India
partnership can evolve to unlock new avenues of
mutually beneficial growth and integration.
Building upon the significant strides we have
achieved over recent years in our bilateral
strategic ties, even the sky is not the limit in what
we can achieve in our aviation partnership.

Remodelling the UAE-India aviation partnership

JUS-HR FAATAT AIHERY FT Gaayea

During a recent tour of the Navi Mumbai International Airport in
Maharashtra, | was deeply impressed by India’s aviation ambitions.
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Navi Mumbai International Airport has the potential to be a game-changer for India's
aviation sector.

Y F{AE HAWSEIT §aTS 33T N o TAATGTA &1F & ToIT AF-e WIS g1 Fehell &1
This airport will open new avenues for Indian travelers in an increasingly inter-
connected world.

T gaTs ST AR AT 5 forw Teh 3rfiren T3t g gforam & -1T 37arT Tielam|
India’s aviation sector is already the world’s third-largest domestic market in terms
of passenger numbers.

HI T fAATAT &1 Tl &1 AT FEAT & TUR R gfAAT HT AR FH 737 €l IR T
T T

The Government of India’s initiatives, such as Ude Desh Ka Aam Nagrik (UDAN),
are rapidly expanding the sector.

R TIHI Y T, S 33 3 FT ITH AR (331), Joil T 3 77 T TR FT ET B

A visionary approach is needed in regulation and international partnerships.

faferaret st st wmsterd 7 v quaedf giewior it smaraerdr g

The UAE as a vital travel destination

TS UF Ageaqol ATAT Icied & 7 &

United Arab Emirates (UAE) has been a strategic partner and friend to India for
decades.

YT AT IARTT (JTE) a2l § HRA T Wiefas smfier 3R BT wr

In 2023, over 4.5 million Indian tourists visited the UAE, making it India's most
significant outbound travel market.

2023 #, 4.5 fAfeds & 3% AR Tew! A gus &1 i fhar, Fas a8 ard &1 ae
HEAqUT HAWISEIT ITAT AR &ef AT

Every week, Indian carriers operate over 600 flights to the UAE, while UAE carriers
operate over 500 weekly services to India.

Y B9, AR TWRATEH JUS & foIv 600 § 31t 3301 Ganfold & §, STafe Jus
TIIATEH HRA & fv 500 & 31fAF Freaifgs 3 Jarfad axar &

Despite these numbers, the demand far exceeds the supply.

ST HEAT3T & Fras(g, AT 3Tqfed F FE fAw B

This supply-demand mismatch has led to rising ticket prices and limited choices for
travelers from both countries.

3 ATl 31 AT & AT 3 FROT v i HrAt 7g W § 31X At & o e
Reea gl
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Under current bilateral air service agreements, UAE carriers are limited to operating
in only 15 Indian cities.

FAAT gfavel¥ garé dar aASlal & dEd, IUS TRAEH FT Hdd 15 AR e #
HeTeTe 1 AT B |

Due to these restrictions, key Indian growth centers like Surat, Visakhapatnam,
Indore, Tiruchirappalli, and Patna are ignored.

o1 icartil & HROT, G, faemargdss, s, fasfrmaed it gear 98 voaa s
e &g AoR3iE e STd §1

Similarly, Indian carriers are unable to increase their flight frequencies to Dubai,
despite high demand.

S8 TG, AR WIRATSH 3T AT o JTdole g8 & T 3Tel 33Tl &h! HET 76T JaT
Tehcl &

Many Indians wish to visit family, conduct business, and engage in leisure activities
in Dubai, a vital global hub.

e HRAT 39 IRAR & e, AR F& 3R raaprer afafafdat & smr o & foaw gas
SITEAT T8 8, ST Ueh AgcaquT dRas &g &

The benefits of a modernised strategy

MY FARIRIOT Y TOTAIeT & wIrsr

Estimates suggest that for every 1% increase in Indian passport holders, an additional
10 million Indians will seek to travel overseas.

AT T & T SRAIT ITHaIE et 7 19 FT g5far @ 1 F03 #RAAT 1 fager arar
HIIT §¢ ST |

Restrictive bilateral regulations will lead to higher airline ticket prices, limit Indian
citizens' ability to travel abroad, and hinder UAE-India trade and investment.

& gfausfi At & FRT garé e 1 AAT 997, AR ARTRST Y fager amn
A gref, 3R qug-ame SR 3iv @der geanfaa gem

UAE and India have expanded cooperation through the Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement (CEPA), and now a progressive aviation policy is needed.

qus 3R R 7 Saaw A ARG WA (CEPA) & J8d HgAMeT S¢r g, 31 31
s yarfaeiie AT Aify r smagsar gl

A modernised aviation strategy will act as an economic multiplier, attract
investment, and strengthen regional and international connectivity.

T Iy o RwTerer Torhfer e gefr ot srerar &, favaer s fda snel, i el
HARTSET FATFETAC I AT |

UAE is ready to support India’s aviation growth through investments and
partnerships.

s fader AR AEer & ATCTH @ AR & fasree R o1 a7 e & fou aan g
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e Support may include knowledge-sharing, training Indian pilots, and collaborating in
aviation maintenance, repair, and overhaul (MRO) industry.

ST AT 7 AT FTSAT FIAT, AT qIIerel Y TiRA&T0r 37, 3R A« @ae, #aAdT
3R gafetAtor (MRO) 3g@er 3 srefigdT anfdrer g1 werchl B

e Investing in India’s UDAN scheme will help connect Tier-2 and Tier-3 cities.
R Y 3T AT A AT & AAR-2 3R AR-3 A HY SgaX &1 A ST ST TR

e A collaborative approach can achieve win-win outcomes for both Indian and UAE

airlines.
Teh HEAI9N GISCHIVT & HRCART 3T JUS TS H & forv amsrart ooy giafRed fo o
Tod &l

Cooperation over competition

gfarafarar & s @gater

e There is an opportunity to create a shared aviation ecosystem based on cooperation
instead of competition.

AT WX IR T AT faaTeter MRFPAfaet a5 Seet &1 31w Hislg &, ST6T
TIAATAT &Y STeTE TEAT I IrATHSAT &1 ST |

e Stronger UAE-India aviation ties will enable both sectors to grow and succeed,
providing better connectivity to citizens.

AT JUS-HR AT waer A=A a1 1 RapfAa 3 a6 g1 7 #Ace w391, e
ARTRERT &l AFAT Fot [FeTael [Hetal |

e Dubai and Abu Dhabi have become global aviation hubs, and similar growth is
possible for Indian cities.

qa$ 3 I et ARTF QAT Fig 57 Toh €, 3R 3¢ g T 2 & fov eh 78
faera |@91a g

e Enhancing aviation links in emerging Indian cities will promote inclusive and
sustainable economic growth beyond India’s borders.

T AR 2T 7 AT U sgra & AT 3 Tarft snfds e o sra $r
AT S187 Y gerar A

e Strengthening the aviation sector is just one way to deepen the UAE-India
partnership for mutual growth and integration.

faaTaeT & 1 AT FIAT JUS-HRA AHIGHY 7 IrqdlY fwry i wehreror o fore s
I T Ueh HEcdqUT Il &

e With strong bilateral strategic ties, there are limitless opportunities in the UAE-India
aviation partnership.

A afavaiiT orifae w@aut & A, Jus-HRa e aEierY 7 i gamaane
AlsE &
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What are the issues around delimitation?

When was the last delimitation exercise done? What did the Home Minister state with respect to increasing the number of seats in States and how it will be
done? Which States will be at a disadvantage should representation based on projected population come into being?

GS Paper II: Parliament

EXPLAINER

Rangarajan. R

The story so far:
here has been a renewed
debate about delimitation after
the issue was raised by the
Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu.
The delimitation of constituencies for the
Lok Sabha and State Legislative
Assemblies is to be carried out on the
basis of the first Census after 2026.

‘What are constitutional provisions?
Delimitation means the process of fixing
the number of seats and boundaries of
territorial constituencies in each State for
the Lok Sabha and Legislative assemblies.
This exercise is performed by the
‘Delimitation Commission’ that is set up
by an act of Parliament. Such an exercise
was carried out based on the 1951, 1961
and 1971 Census. The number of seats in
the Lok Sabha, based on the 1971 Census,
was fixed at 543, when the population
was 54.8 crore. However, since then, it
has been frozen in order to encourage
population control measures. This
number is to be readjusted based on the
first Census after 2026. As the 2021
Census that was originally postponed due
to COVID-19 is yet to commence, there
have been debates linking it to the
ensuing delimitation.

‘What are the issues?

The population explosion that happened
in our country during the last five
decades has been uneven with some
States like Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Madhya
Pradesh and Rajasthan having a greater
increase than States like Kerala, Tamil
Nadu, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh.
There are two scenarios that are being
discussed with respect to the revised
delimitation exercise.

The first is to continue with the existing
543 seats and their redistribution
amongst various States (Exhibit 1). The
second is to increase the number of seats

Proportional representation

The number of seats in the Lok Sabha, based on the 1971 Census, was fixed at 543, when
the population was 54.8 crore. However, since then, it has been frozen in order to encourage

population control measures

Exhibit 1: If seats are retained at 543 and reappor-
tioned among States based on 2026* population

Exhibit 2 : If the number of seats is increased to 848
based on the 2026* population

see it decline by 5%.

‘What can be a solution?
‘Democracy’ means ‘rule or government
by the people’. It follows that the
government is elected by the majority
with the broad principle of ‘one
citizen-one vote-one value’. However, it is
pertinent to note that this principle has
been diluted, in the interest of population
control, since 1976 when the delimitation
exercise was postponed for the first time.
In a federation like the U.S., the
number of seats in the House of
Representatives has been capped at 435
since 1913, though the population of the
country has increased almost four times
from 9.4 crore in 1911 to an estimated 34

The main job of a Member of
Parliament (MP) is to legislate on ‘Union
List’ matters and hold the Union
government accountable. Majority of the
schemes of the Union Government are

d by State governments. The
country has functioned with 543 Lok
Sabha MPs for the past five decades while
the population increased from 55 crore to
145 crore. India’s population is projected
to peak at around 165-170 crore, an
increase of around 15% from the current
level, in the next three decades and then
decline. Considering the above factors,
the 543 MPs in Lok Sabha may be capped

Number Number | Number |
of seats at Gain/ ofseatsat | ofseats [ <t
present (Loss) present | projected
Uttar § . uttar E
Pradesh 50 o 1 Pradesh 50 143 &
Bihar 40 50 10 Bihar 40 79 39
Rajasthan 25 31 6 Rajasthan 25 50 25
Madhya Madhya
Pradesh @ = * Pradesh @ 52 = crore in 2024
Tamil Nadu 39 3 -8 Tamil Nadu 39 49 10
Andhra Andhra
Pradesh + 42 34 -8 Pradesh + 42 54 12
Telangana Telangana
Kerala 20 12 -8 Kerala 20 20 .
Karnataka 28 26 -2 Karnataka 28 41 13
Punjab 13 12 -1 Punjab 13 18 5
Himachal Himachal
Pradesh i ¢ L pradesh N N
Uttarakhand 5 4 -1 Uttarakhand 5 7 2
Northeast- Northeast-
ern States 1 1n ern States 1 1
(excluding (excluding
Assam) Assam)

“projected figures

to 848, with proportionate increase
among various States (Exhibit 2). Home
Minister Amit Shah stated in a recent
public meeting that the number of seats
will not be reduced for any State and that
it would be increased on a ‘pro-rata’ basis
for all States including the southern
States. The basis for this ‘pro-rata’ share
for States — whether it will be based on
the existing percentage in the share of
seats or on projected population - is not
clear.

As per Exhibit 2 which is based on
projected population, it is evident that

Source: Based on Vaishnav et al, Camegie endowment

southern States, smaller States in the
north like Punjab, Himachal Pradesh and
Uttarakhand, as well as the northeastern
States are bound to be at a disadvantage
when compared to the larger northern
States. This may go against the ‘basic
structure’ of federalism in our polity. It
will lead to a feeling of disenchantment in
the States that stand to lose in their
proportional representation, and thereby
political significance, despite controlling
their population.

Southern States that have a 24% share
in the number of seats at present would

Issues around Delimitation

HATFT &

at the existing number. It would ensure
status quo in representation from various
States and uphold the federal principle.
The MPs and leaders of both regional and
national political parties from the south,
smaller States in north and the
northeastern States should consider it
their responsibility to demand such a cap
from the Parliament in order to protect
the political interest of the regions they
represent. The number of MLAs in each
State may be increased in line with the
projected population to address the

democratic representational requirement.

Rangarajan R is a former IAS officer and
author of ‘Polity Simplified’. He currently
trains civil-service aspirants at ‘Officers IAS
Academy’. Views expressed are personal.

THE GIST

v

Delimitation means the
process of fixing the number of
seats and boundaries of
temitorial constituencies in
each State for the Lok Sabha
and Legislative assemblies.

v

Home Minister Amit Shah
stated in a recent public
meeting that the number of
seats will not be reduced for
any State and that it would be
increased on a ‘pro-rata’ basis
for all States including the
southem States,

v

‘Democracy’ means ‘rule or
government by the people’. It
follows that the government is
elected by the majority with
the broad principle of ‘one
citizen-one vote-one value’

e There has been arenewed debate on delimitation after the issue was raised by the
Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu.

AeTg F FHEIHA SIRT T FEET 301U ST & 91 HATHA T 7% 6 YT &S &
e The delimitation of constituencies for Lok Sabha and State Legislative Assemblies
is to be carried out based on the first Census after 2026.

ANFaHT 3 T Remaasnsit & AT AT 9THaT 2026 F q1E Y Tgelt STAIOTAT & 3R
q T STt
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Constitutional Provisions

Jdenfas yaa

Delimitation refers to the process of fixing the number of seats and boundaries of
territorial constituencies in each State for the Lok Sabha and Legislative
Assemblies.

HATFT 1 37T § AFaH 3t Rumaasmsit & fow asat & et fr aar 30 s damsit
B TT AT

The Delimitation Commission is set up by an act of Parliament to conduct this
exercise.

AT 3T FI FHE & v AR carr aifsa frar T g

Previous delimitation exercises were conducted based on the 1951, 1961, and 1971
Census.

g ol WHATRT 3T/ 1951, 1961 31T 1971 Y SIIIOTAT & 3TN O fhT a7 |

The number of Lok Sabha seats was fixed at 543 based on the 1971 Census, when the
population was 54.8 crore.

ArrasT Het Hr TEar 1971 Y FTAI0TAT F TR T 543 TF 7 15 AT, 9 FTTHEAT 54.8
T AN

Since then, this number has been frozen to encourage population control measures.
a9 O, 59 T&AT FI STTHEAT I=F0T 3UTAT FT NicHTRd FI & T 821 w@r = g

The number of seats will be readjusted based on the first Census after 2026.

2026 & dTE T Ygell STAITAT o TR T HIeT Y F&AT HY T A har Sieam|

The 2021 Census, which was postponed due to COVID-19, has not yet begun, leading
to debates about delimitation.

FIfAs-19 a‘swwﬁag%zozl a?rammaaﬂaaaﬁa%‘rgé%, oraa fiAa )
TFEHE B

Issues with Delimitation

HiHATha § 3 HATATT

The population explosion over the past five decades has been uneven across States.
el aTer gerel # STFAHEdT I5f8 Tl 7 IHaAe @8

States like Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, and Rajasthan have seen a
higher population growth.

3T wour, fagr, ew wder 3R veeuTe A sewear gefU e Wi

In contrast, States like Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, and Andhra Pradesh have had
lower population growth.

$a fauId, 3el, afReTg, FTes A Y Y& 7 FTHEAT JEf FH W 8
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Two Possible Scenarios for Delimitation
HHATeT & & gaTaa aRged

e First Scenario: Continue with 543 Lok Sabha seats and redistribute them among
various States.

ggaT IRGF: 543 AFHHAT HIST I SR TWT ST 3R 3¢ [ Tt & ga: o
feram S|

e Second Scenario: Increase the number of seats to 848, with a proportionate increase
in all States.

qERT aRged: WISt Y W&t 848 Y & ST 3R Fefl et A reyunfars gefer i |

Home Minister’s Statement on Seat Increase

IE FA 1 A HY geftr W I

e Home Minister Amit Shah stated that no State will see a reduction in the number of
seats.

e #t A g = et T el ot s < et iy e A weah
e The number of seats will be increased on a ‘pro-rata’ basis for all States, including
Southern States.

st T, T3y &9 & ef@oft Tt & v diet i Jear ‘a-Trer 3R ) 98rs Sust|
o ltis unclear whether this ‘pro-rata’ increase will be based on the current share of
seats or the projected population.

Ig TISC e ¢ Tob TG ‘M-I Faftr aaaAter Wiel F wfaera o3 3menie gl ar srepnfad
SAAEETT |

Which States Will Be at a Disadvantage?

fet T Y THATT ghrT?

o Ifrepresentation is based on projected population, then Southern States like Tamil
Nadu, Kerala, Karnataka, and Andhra Pradesh may be at a disadvantage.

afe; wfafaftres srepaTiaT SIraEar TX TR g31T, dY Affeerg, HTa, Hates 3R 3y
yaur 519 gfavoft Tt i AT g1 Hehell B

e These States have successfully controlled population growth, but may get fewer
seats compared to States with higher population growth.

o1 Ul o FTTHEAT &[0 P WhAAT aF afad fHar 8, oAfshet 3a7eht €E 37 Taf dr
qoTelT H F3 &Y WFhll 8, STgT ATHEAT g5 o m§g§|

e Northern States like Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, and Rajasthan may
gain more seats due to their higher population growth.
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What is the current status of
U.S.-Taiwan relations?

There has been arise in Chinese aggression across the

.

laiwan Strait. At the same time, Donald Trump has

hinted at Taiwan being too far away for the US. to be of any help should Beijing adopt a military route

[GS Paper II: Global World Order |

WORLD INSIGHT

Gunjan Singh

he recent February 16 update
of the U.S. State Department
factsheet on Taiwan calls for a
revisit of U.S.-Taiwan relations.
The factsheet now does not assert that
“we do not support Taiwan
independence” and states that the U.S,
will support “Taiwan’s membership in
international organisations where
applicable”. The deletion was termed a
routine update by Washington and was
welcomed by Taiwan. However, it did
receive strong opposition from Beijing. As
per China’s Foreign Ministry, “The US
State Department’s revision of the list of
facts regarding US-Taiwan relations
represents a serious regression in its
stance on Taiwan...(and) sends a seriously

erroneous message to the separatist
forces advocating for Taiwan
independence”. The driver of U.S. Taiwan
policy is the Taiwan Relations Act (TRA),
1979, which, “Declares it to be the policy
of the United States to preserve and
promote extensive, close, and friendly
commercial, cultural, and other relations
between the people of the United States
and the people on Taiwan....and to
provide Taiwan with arms of a defensive
character”. This policy underscores the
regular arms sales from the U.S. to Taiwan
which has received ire from Beijing.

Trump on Taiwan
U.S. President Donald Trump has proven
himself to be unpredictable, and talks of
tariffs have made U.S.-China relations
challenging. However, U.S.-Taiwan
relations are also getting complicated.
Mr, Trump during his campaign had
hinted that he believes that Taiwan has

stolen the chip industry from the U.S. He
has also asserted that he is keen that
Taiwan should pay the U.S. for protection,
and that Taiwan should increase its
defence budget. Taiwan today is in the
process of negotiating a U.S. arms deal of
7-10 billion dollars. It has also increased
its defence budget to 2.5% of its GDP.
Taiwanese President Lai Ching-te has
announced that he will be communicating
more with Mr. Trump and will also be
looking for increasing investments in the
U.S. The Taiwan Semiconductor
Manufacturing Company (TSMC) has
announced that it is planning to invest
around $100 billion in developing
manufacturing in the U.S., raising its
investments to around $165 billion. Mr.
Trump has also made statements to the
effect of hinting at Taiwan being too far
away for the U.S. to be of any help should
Beijing adopt a military route. However,
the fact remains that Mr. Trump’s last

Current Status of U.S.-Taiwan Relations

FANFI-aEarT et i adqeT Fafa

There has been arise in Chinese aggression across the Taiwan Strait.

aTgaTe STrsAeAEY H el Imshrarhar H geftr g ¢

administration had approved arms deal
worth $10 billion and sold arms worth $18
billion to Taiwan. He also signed laws
which improved U.S.-Taiwan relations
such as the Taipei Act, Taiwan Travel Act
and Taiwan Assurance Act.

Taiwan’s vulnerable position

There has been a consistent rise in
Chinese aggression in the form of military
exercises across the Taiwan strait.
Chinese President Xi Jinping has also
been building a global narrative in the
hope to further isolate Taiwan. Beijing has
had a tough relationship with the
pro-independence Democratic
Progressive Party’s (DPP) government
since 2016. During the last three terms of
the DPP, Taiwan lost diplomatic allies to
Beijing. Today only 12 countries have
diplomatic relations with Taipei. The
2024 elections happened under excessive
military exercises by China across the
Taiwan Strait. Along with regular military
drills, Beijing has also resorted to using
spy balloons and cyber-attacks. These
tactics have been an attempt to keep the
threat of military invasion real.

A conflictual relationship between the
U.S. and China can raise existential
challenges for Taiwan. For Mr. Xi, it is
about national rejuvenation, while for
Washington, Taiwan matters as a chip hub
and as a market for U.S. weapons.

The writer is Associate Professor, OP
Jindal Global University.

e Donald Trump hinted that Taiwan is too far away for the U.S. to help if Beijing takes
military action.

SNATes €0 A Hehel 18T foh afe; fSHar e Friars Far ¥, o arsara sARFT A sga I @

Hee & o]

Update on U.S. State Department Factsheet
AR fager fomer & thaeafie &1 3rase
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The February 16 update of the U.S. State Department factsheet on Taiwan has
raised questions on U.S.-Taiwan relations.

16 B & HIST H FANFY RAger [smer A haeefie A 3ANF-aEae Faul Fi o
HaTel 3310 ¢ |

The factsheet no longer states that "we do not support Taiwan independence".

379 theeefic 7 I8 ool 18] & [ " g drgare $ TadadT T T 78 FIa |

The U.S. now supports "Taiwan’s membership in international organizations where
applicable".

AP AT " STgT THT @Y, TgT dAT3aTeT T HAWRTSET TISAT H TETIAT" T THYT HLAT ¢ |
Washington called this a routine update, while Taiwan welcomed it, but Beijing
strongly opposed it.

RIS & 3U AT AT SATAT, ATSATT of SHhT TANT [T, et ST o Fa1
fRaer R

China’s Foreign Ministry stated that this change sends an erroneous message to
Taiwan independence supporters.

AT & RS FATST A gl [oh Tg Iead dArsaret 1 Fadadl FT AT FI aral HY T
weer aar gl

Taiwan Relations Act (TRA), 1979
drsar gy A" (TRA), 1979

The TRA declares that the U.S. will maintain close commercial,
cultural, and friendly relations with Taiwan.

TRA & T8, AR arsar & e A, wiepfas i Afqot d@eer
qATT W

The U.S. will also provide Taiwan with defensive arms, which has angered Beijing.

AR aTEare F WicAS gRAAR 3Tareer FIT, 5Ty i A= g1

Trump on Taiwan
GIEC IR e Ko K 2C)

Donald Trump has made unpredictable statements regarding U.S.-China and U.S.-
Taiwan relations.

BNeTes e A FANF-AT 31 3ARFT-aIZaa Faul ) s=nfaa sae v §)
During his campaign, Trump accused Taiwan of stealing the U.S. chip industry.
379e 31T & ERTeT, €0 F ArgareT W AR BT 3ehr g 71 AR @

Trump also suggested that Taiwan should pay the U.S. for protection and increase
its defense budget.
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<Y 1 Ig #1 gl Toh ATSaTeT Y Iqelt FI&T & fAT AR Y spararer Fawm Tfyw 3N 3raa

T&IT S ST AR

Taiwan is currently negotiating a U.S. arms deal worth $7-10 billion and has
increased its defense budget to 2.5% of GDP.

dTEaTe IdAT & 7-10 ffeae steR F 3/ eRAAR Fie ov ara=ha FT @ # 30 3

T&TT qo1e &1 P F 2.5% aF 61 FH ¢

Taiwanese President Lai Ching-te plans to communicate more with Trump and
increase investments in the U.S..

arsareT & Useufa a1 Rer-a o €0 F A1y 3w Farg A 3R AR # s s v
ST FT1S B

Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing Company (TSMC) plans to invest $100 billion
in U.S. chip manufacturing, bringing total investments to $165 billion.

argare @HiFsTe Aegibaafiar Husll (TSMC) o 3R # 100 Rferger stax 1 fader
FIaA Y AT T8 &, o1 ool Tder 165 fafdger ster g1 smeam|

Trump previously approved $10 billion in arms deals and sold $18 billion worth of
arms to Taiwan.

€9 @ g 10 faferaer st & gfam wlal #t At & ot 31v 18 fafdrer sfer & sRAR
asar a9

His administration passed laws strengthening U.S.-Taiwan ties, including the Taipei
Act, Taiwan Travel Act, and Taiwan Assurance Act.

3oTehl TR o ATgus FfAfAws, asare amEr s 3t agar smearws sffas
IANET-ATFATT G AT XA aT Fee TR U

Taiwan’s Vulnerable Position

drgare 1 IR iaT feafa

Chinese aggression has increased in the form of military exercises across the
Taiwan Strait.

TS TASAGHET & Ao AT F €T & el 3hToTehar 96 715 ¥
Chinese President Xi Jinping is building a global narrative to further isolate Taiwan.
AT Teeafa oft TR aEare #1 34T sreer-gor # F v ARaTF AR W@ E

Beijing has had a tense relationship with Taiwan’s pro-independence Democratic
Progressive Party (DPP) government since 2016.

AfSier 1 2016 @ AEaT A FaaadT FATF sAFfeF NIRRT arét (DPP) TIFR & T1r
deTaqet JaY ET e

During the last three terms of the DPP, Taiwan lost diplomatic allies to Beijing.
DPP T(&R & Rod die S1deTdl & a1, a1gard o &8 T Tgaeit fifoer & qa1 &
o T
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e Today, only 12 countries have diplomatic relations with Taiwan.

TS Fad 12 AT & dASa F WY AAATAF FaE & |

e The 2024 elections in Taiwan occurred amid heightened Chinese military exercises
across the Taiwan Strait.

2024 ¥ ATEATA AT ATFAT STasAWIET # 931 §§ Nt d=7 fafafedt & dra g

o Along with military drills, China has used spy balloons and cyber-attacks to keep
the threat of military invasion real.

Vo7 3r8arl & A1y, et F A Ieart AR ArE A FTITANT Ay e A
THAYT T T IS TAT I8 |

Strategic Importance of Taiwan

dT3aTe FT HHNRE Aged

o A conflict between the U.S. and China can pose existential challenges for Taiwan.

3ANFT 3 i F g o aga F v 3rffdca F1 @ TsT FT a8

States need to protect
patients from being fleeced
by private hospitals, says SC

GS Paper II: Health
KriSector

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday directed States to
consider framing guide-
lines to ensure patients are
not “exploited” or com-
pelled by private hospitals
to buy medicines, im-
plants, consumables and
medical devices at inflated
prices from their own
pharmacies or outlets.

The court, at the same
time, cautioned the States
from taking a hard line
while formulating the gui-
delines that would affect
private investment in the
health sector.

A Bench headed by Jus-
tice Surya Kant took a ba-
lanced view that States, un-
til they developed the
infrastructure, would need
private hospitals to fill in
the gaps in their health
sector.

“Not only people, but

States look to private hos-
pitals for providing basic
and specialised service to
the public at large,” the
court noted.

The hearing was based
on a plea filed by petition-

er-in-person  Siddharth
Dalmia. Mr. Dalmia said in
court that he had personal-
ly felt the brunt of the ex-
ploitation when a relative
had undergone extensive
treatment in a private
hospital.

Refraining from com-
menting on the merits of

Mr. Dalmia’s allegations of
“exploitation” and unrea-
sonable charges levied by
private hospitals, the
Bench said it merely want-
ed to sensitise the State go-
vernments to the situation.
The court said the issue
raised in the petition
amounted to the taking of
a policy decision. The sub-
ject of health and sanita-
tion, hospitals and dispen-
saries were State subjects.
The policy-makers of each
State had to take a call on
the measures they wanted
to adopt, the court noted.

“It will not be advisable
for the court to issue man-
datory conditions that
would hamper the esta-
blishment of hospitals by
the private sector,” the
Bench said. Disposing of
the petition, the court said
it merely wanted to draw
the attention of the States
to the constitutional
framework.

. For Xi Jinping, Taiwan is
crucial for national rejuvenation.

oft forarfer & forw Isdr gersttercor
& foIT aTgare Ageaqut g

o For Washington, Taiwan
matters as a chip hub and a
market for U.S. weapons.

arfReTes & forT, dgars v v ga
3R IARNS gRAARI & TR F T H
HAgcaoT &1

States need to protect
patients from being
fleeced by private
hospitals, says SC

=AY Y fAsiT 3regdral
GaRT AT & AwoT |

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday directed States
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to consider framing guidelines to ensure that patients are not
exploited by private hospitals.

HITTAR 31 FHHA HIE o Teat A fder 7 & 3 fganfadar seom w o
FY arfar sl sreaarer garT A8 T AT 7 8

o Patients should not be forced to buy medicines, implants, consumables, and
medical devices at inflated prices from hospital pharmacies.

AT T gATEAT, FFCele, ITNFY AT 3R Rfercar 3gsor sregadrer Y wEfd & S
Al W EIes & {0 Frqy gt fFam Srar =nfee|

e At the same time, the court cautioned States against taking a hard stance that might
affect private investment in the health sector.

1Y &Y, 37eTeld of T=a) Y Tad fhaT & 3 weR Al 7 sa1e, 5w Fareey a9 & [sh
foraer wsnfaa &l

Balanced View by the Supreme Court

Tl 1 1 wafara gRewo

e A Bench headed by Justice Surya Kant stated that States still depend on private
hospitals to fill gaps in healthcare services.

A A Fia Y Iregatar arelt s o e o To ot it T Qansi F @Ash
EqaTat o e §

* “Not only people, but States also rely on private hospitals for basic and specialized
healthcare,” the court noted.

31aTerd o &g, " aier & o1dl, afew Uow ot g i ey Fareew dansit & fow
forsft srEgaral oX e &1

Case Background

ATAA F1 gea3fA

e The hearing was based on a plea filed by petitioner-in-person Siddharth Dalmia.

Ig Godrs Arfarehar fAqumd sTafam gany qrr arfarsT o) 3menia o)

o Dalmia stated that he had personally experienced exploitation when a relative
underwent extensive treatment in a private hospital.

STAfAAT & gt foh 3egiet AfFara T & 2M9OT HT Iqera T, ST 3oTeh U RRAGR 1 T
forsft IrETdrer €T SelTet IelT|

e The Bench refrained from commenting on the merits of Dalmia’s allegations but
aimed to sensitize State governments to the issue.
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die A STafAAT & IR W feouoft Fa & wesT fora, dfchet Teal @1 50 Heg & g
ST &t hl STOT SIaTs |

Policy Decision and Role of States

ferarer ot site st A syfr

e The court noted that the issue requires a policy decision as health, sanitation,
hospitals, and dispensaries are State subjects.

37eTerd o el foh g Hear Afaard vy & Ss7 8, Fifh Ty, Taesdr, egard 3K

sitwerery Tt F v
o Each State’s policymakers must decide on the measures they want to adopt.

TS T F NfA-AaAtart & 9g a3 Far ghr i 3 Sl & 39 3rgam=n g &)

e The court refused to impose mandatory conditions that could hamper private
hospital expansion.

37eTed of W A AIH o @ saFR R, St A< 3regdral & frar 7 arer st
ahd &
o Disposing of the petition, the court stated that it only aimed to draw the attention of
States to the constitutional framework.

AT HT FATERT FIQ U, 3reTeld A el o IHH 36527 R Tl 1 e Fdurfas
o Y 3 I TT FLaT B

“Trump world is uncertain, but India can find opportunities’

|GS Paper II: India-US |

der of Shah Capital, a glo-

ABU DHABI

India can find opportuni-
ties in the global supply
chain economy which is
being disrupted by U.S.
President Donald Trump’s
aggressive tariff policy, ac-
cording to Arun M. Kumar,
former U.S. Assistant Se-
cretary of Commerce in
the Barack Obama admi-
nistration.

Mr. Kumar said Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
recent visit to the U.S. was
a success in terms of rein-
forcing bilateral ties on
multiple fronts, and India
should now focus on the
details of the proposed
trade agreement between
the two countries. “...itis a
moment that should be
dealt with great, deep
thought and great inten-
tionality of what needs to
be achieved,” Mr. Kumar
said.

Himanshu Shah, foun-

bal investment firm based
in Raleigh, North Carolina,
which manages $600 mil-
lion in assets, thinks the
new U.S. administration “is
unpredictable and not
good for business”, but In-
dia may not face a severe
blow. “India has geopoliti-
cal advantages. Hence, ta-
riffs won’t be as bad as is
being feared,” Mr. Shah
said.

Mr. Kumar said it was
difficult to understand the
rational basis for the deci-
sions of the Trump admi-
nistration on tariffs, and
one had to wait for them
play out. Mr. Kumar and
Mr. Shah were speaking to
The Hindu on the sidelines
of a global conference or-
ganised by Indiaspora, a
forum of people of Indian
origin from around the
world.

“We will be entering an
era of great uncertainty for
multiple reasons. Presi-

dent Trump has always
stated he prefers bilateral
agreements rather than

multilateral agreements.
We are going into a season
where there will be a lot
more aggression from the
United States in terms of
tariffs. Now, part of it is jus-
tifiable, because it is true
that U.S. tariffs are much
lower than the tariffs of
many other countries. So it
probably can lead to ap-
propriate correction, be-
cause in today’s world,

The Apple

example is
splendid. India is
squarely in the middle of
the global value chain
for making iPhones, and
it’s going to create
100,000 or more jobs in
the country
ARUN M. KUMAR

Former U.S. Assistant Secretary of
Commerce

lower tariffs can be helpful
to all parties,” Mr. Kumar
said.

He noted that U.S. ag-
gression against Mexico
and Canada betrayed a
possible lack of thinking
behind the actions of the
Trump  administration.
“It’s very difficult to under-
stand what the rational ba-
sis of those positions are.
After all, the U.S., includ-
ing under the previous
Trump administration,
had expanded trade with

these two countries.” Mr.
Kumar believes that the
pressure to bring down ta-
riffs will help India’s ambi-
tion to be part of the global
supply chain. “The Apple
example is splendid. India
is squarely in the middle of
the global value chain for
making iPhones, and it’s
going to create 1,00,000 or
more jobs in India,” he
said.

Complex products

According to Mr. Kumar,
the idea that countries can
have self-contained eco-
nomic systems insulated
from global trade is not
feasible in the current
world. “...because even
simple products today
have components that
come from multiple coun-
tries, go through various
stages of processing in
multiple countries, and
that’s very true of all com-
plex products... Arun M.
Kumar, former U.S. Assis-

tant Secretary of Com-
merce” said Mr. Kumar.

He believes that India,
as supplier of migrants to
the U.S., should take mea-
sures to curtail illegal im-
migration, which is an an
area of severe concern for
the Trump administration.
“The Prime Minister made
a very pertinent comment
on this in the White House
press conference when he
said that there needs to be
a focus on preventing traf-
ficking of people.

Mr. Shah expects migra-
tion into the US. to be
down by as much as a third
of current levels and also a
decline in U.S. investments
abroad.

“Outbound U.S. invest-
ment will potentially be
down by at least 20% in the
first two years. There is a
distinct possibility that In-
dian companies may invest
more in the U.S., especially
conglomerates and phar-
maceuticals,” he said.
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Trump world is uncertain, but India can find opportunities

&g g1 ifafRad ¢, Afre s Y 3rawr e aha §

India can find opportunities in the global supply chain economy,
which is being disrupted by Donald Trump’s aggressive tariff policy.

R F dRaw et s srdeaaer # sawr Ad gad § R Saes g
$Y 3mFTHS R A wenfaa s @ 1

Arun M. Kumar, former U.S. Assistant Secretary of Commerce under Barack
Obama, stated this.

Ig STl 30T TH. FAR, I HAREY a1fOrear weras @i (a0 AT G2rrse) o |
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to the U.S. strengthened bilateral ties, and
India should now focus on the proposed trade agreement.

T A AT At 3#ARFT I 7 gfavair waul w At fran, 3R 3T dRa @
JEATad SAMR A W €T AT 10|

This moment should be handled with deep thought and clear objectives, according to
Mr. Kumar.

3T TH. FAR & HTHN, SH HTEI 1 7T AR 3 Fve 32t & ey Hemreletr a1y

Concerns About the U.S. Administration

IARET T F) dHT "aw

Himanshu Shah, founder of Shah Capital, believes that the new U.S. administration
is unpredictable and not good for business.

feaArey e, amE FRee & TEATTe, H AT § 6 AT 3AREY werwe srvenfia § 3k

AT & AT Iefge 781 8
However, India has geopolitical advantages, so tariffs won’t be as bad as feared.

gTelTieh, I & UTH 3 -TToTeiifcie o ¢, SHIAT SR et X AL gia, Forera meiepr ars
ST I B

Trump'’s tariff decisions lack clear rationale, and their impact will take time to become
evident.

TY & Rw Aol & wase a& 1 FA1 §, 3R 37 7119 S THEG F FHI ST9rem|

Mr. Kumar and Mr. Shah shared these views during a global conference by
Indiaspora, a forum of Indian-origin people worldwide.

30T TH. FAR AR AT 2me 7 7 fIuR AR gany mrafara dRaw woders A
cgard [T, Sl IR H{eT & ol &1 7T ¢
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U.S. Trade Policies and Their Impact

IARF eFR AfaAr 3R 3771 g

The world is entering an era of great uncertainty, with Trump preferring bilateral
agreements over multilateral ones.

gfaiar a3 AfARaaar & &R 7 Javr X W ¢, Flfh 0 aguadia Fasital o gfavai
wsital # wafAear & ¥

The U.S. is expected to take a more aggressive stance on tariffs, as its tariff rates
are lower compared to many countries.

IANFT ENE W 3OF IHTFHS TG JYAT FT THEAT &, T 3T eRE ¥ F3 37
&Rt Y Forel A FA 3

This tariff pressure could help India integrate further into the global supply chain.
I% R gara AR 7Y 3R Imqfet sf@en # g% P Fe 7 Ag W ThdT ¢

Apple’s expansion in India is a great example, as it has placed India at the center of
iPhone manufacturing, creating over 1,00,000 jobs.

TS FT 7R H ATAR STFHT T ATIER 30T &, Foihel AR FT ST A#AT0T & Fg &
@1 & 3R 1,00,000 & 3rftr At giord &1 &

Global Trade and Economic Integration

3Ras =R 3t 3rfde vhor

A self-contained economy insulated from global trade is not feasible today, as
even simple products have components from multiple countries.

3T & TAY H, IRIH AR § FE g8 HTcATAI Irdfcdaeyr w37a =€t §, Fifh aer
IcEl & Mt FE AT A AT aewF aa §1

Complex products require multi-stage processing across various countries, making
global supply chains indispensable.

Sifee 3curel & fov AffiesT 2at & #E 7o 7 gETHor Y 3maegwar gid) &, 5ad aRas
3qfet @t Ffevard ae STl 8

Immigration and Investment Trends

JTvaTae 3R fder ygforar

India, as a key supplier of migrants to the U.S., should take measures to curb illegal
immigration, which is a major concern for Trump.

AR, IANET FT yaf@aT Ay Arqfel FI aTem T ST B F AT, AT Areretel F Al &
3T Y, FAITP Tg ¢T TATHA & fav v a8 _ar g
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e Prime Minister Modi emphasized preventing human trafficking during his White
House press conference.

TETAHAT AT 7 SBTSE B3 IH FIhd & ATTT d¥hdl Ushed W SR fe2m|
e U.S.immigration is expected to drop by a third, and U.S. outbound investment
may decline by at least 20% in the first two years.

AN H Taster v [AETE aF "t H FHET 8, 371 3ANFT @ I8 A= aren Fder
U &Y au1 A FH F FA 20% PR FFHar

e Indian companies may invest more in the U.S., especially in conglomerates and
pharmaceuticals.

R Fafaar 3ARFT & 31RF AIer F o) §, AT &7 8 Fiavaaiey iR
FHARYRFed AT 7|

(GS Paper I1l: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, 1IS)

1.Kerala passes resolution against offshore mining

el of HTAET ol & @ATS g&ara aiRe Far

2.Little has changed in the Income-Tax Bill, 2025
AT AT, 2025 A Tgd FH Feed gITE

3.Government talks big on gender budget, delivers little

FLHT ST ol IT 3 a7 I &, AfFeT F7 Reladr @

4.SC directs States, U.T.s to provide full records of forest
lands in 6 months

SC & Tl 3R &g anfla vt 1 6 7 7 a1 ofA 1 @ RF1S
IS A T fager fgam

5.Belgium defence giant ties up with Indian firm to
manufacture tank turrets

feSTId Y 8T HYT o HRAT FH & 1T &F e & Ao &
forT argierdy :
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6.IMF. Overexposure by NBFCs May Imperil Financial System

HTESTATE: TAGIUHHT T FATH TFHIS a0 gormelt & faw
o

7.Blue Ghost Moon Landing Part of U.S. Plan to Dominate
Space

oo "ee IgHAT ATST 3rARFT i 3rafer 7 wirea vufa #xa i
QISTAT &1 e

8.Kashmir University Has a Plan to Help Farmers Manage a
Dry Summer

FeAR freafigamey a g@ 7+t & Alaw @ faes % fow fFami i

HEE el T AISTAT TT1S
9.Helping Crops Survive Also Means Keeping Pests at Bay

HHal HI T HT ATeld hiel Bl gL T@aT 3T §
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Kerala passes resolution
against offshore mining

State argues that allowing offshore mining along its coast can have devastating consequences for

Kerala’s marine resources and economy; CM Pinarayi highlights threats posed to national security

GS Paper lll:
Th Environment

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

he Kerala Assemb-
T ly on Tuesday un-

animously passed
a resolution opposing the
Centre’s plan to permit off-
shore mining along the
State’s coast.

The resolution, present-
ed by Chief Minister Pina-
rayi Vijayan, expressed
grave concern over the
amendments to the Off-
shore Areas Mineral (Deve-
lopment and Regulation)
Act, 2002, which allowed
private participation in
deep-sea mineral explora-
tion and mining. The
amendment, passed in
2023, has paved the way

File photo of fishing boats anchored at Kollam harbour following
hartal against Centre’s offshore mining project off the Kerala coast.

for the Union Ministry of
Mines to auction deep-sea
mineral blocks. The State
government argues that
this move can have devas-

tating consequences for
the State’s marine resourc-
es and economy.

The Chief Minister high-
lighted the potential des-

truction of the fragile ma-
rine ecosystem, while
stressing that the move
would severely impact
both fish resources and
biodiversity in the deep
sea.

The resolution pointed
out that experts have
raised alarms about the sig-
nificant risks posed by the
new legislation.

Mr. Vijayan also high-
lighted the threats posed to
national security, consider-
ing the policy would grant
private entities access to
strategic minerals found in
deep-sea areas. The resolu-
tion also delved into the
economic implications for
Kerala’s fishing community
and the State in general.

Kerala passes resolution against offshore mining

I of HTALT ol & QAT y&ara aiRa Far

The Kerala Assembly on Tuesday unanimously passed a resolution

opposing the Centre’s plan to allow offshore mining along the State’s

coast.

HITAAR 1 I RAUTTHHT F T F T€ I HYACT Gelel Y AT o

*g TIHR AT AT & f@es FEEFATT § geaT TR fFa)

e The resolution was presented by Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan.

FEgHE RaRTs faeraer 2 yeara qer i)
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The resolution expressed grave concern over the amendments to the Offshore Areas
Mineral (Development and Regulation) Act, 2002, which now allows private
participation in deep-sea mineral exploration and mining.

a1 H 39adT a7 @i (e 3k fafease) sffaas, 2002 & e v geirest )
TrafiT R s 1 o1, St 319 7Y W A Wier 3rdwor 3R @A A s smefierd A
3ATT ST B

The amendment was passed in 2023, enabling the Union Ministry of Mines to auction
deep-sea mineral blocks.

2023 # TR FAS & FERT QI FHATAT FT TEY AR Gevor saltenl Y wtarat 1 3e7AfT
gl

Environmental and Economic Concerns

wreRofie 3 anfde fRiame

The State government argues that offshore mining could have devastating
consequences for Kerala’s marine resources and economy.

ST AR DT AT & Toh HITERT TetoT I & Hefet FATHAT AR Irdegaedr & fov
faarerardt afomer & Fehar B

CM Pinarayi Vijayan warned that deep-sea mining could destroy the fragile marine
ecosystem.

e RARTE fsraer o Sarae &1 o oY wogg F @ater & Argpe wager R P a=
Tse gl dehdl g |
The move would severely impact fish resources and biodiversity in the deep sea.

Ig e Y WHG A ASC gt 3R e Rfderar 1 it v & ganfaa F¥am|

The resolution highlighted that experts have raised alarms about the significant
risks posed by the new legislation.

YEATd & 3o foraT 1T R F AT FeeT & TR @Rt FY AT Aarae

National Security Concerns

TS & Haelt fRiare

CM Vijayan also emphasized the national security threats linked to offshore mining.
HEHA e & Jqadry @erer § 3 Uedry JRaw Rt o1 of Sk &=

The policy would grant private entities access to strategic minerals found in deep-
sea areas, posing security risks.

wmﬁﬁsﬁmaﬁmwaﬁﬁwaﬁmmmﬁ@w
Y, foraa gRaT fes der giar|
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Impact on Kerala’s Fishing Community
HTA F ASl ITelel THET T THT

e Theresolution also addressed the economic impact of offshore mining on Kerala’s
fishing community.

YEATE H I & AT ITeleT HHGTT R HIAET GeleT & ITAF W19 7 oY Soely foham

T

o It stressed that fishing livelihoods would be severely affected, impacting thousands
of fishermen.

SEH SR e 1T foh sl arerer & 573 At oy Jrrshfas iR v & wenfaa geh, fowa
FSTRI AGIRT W 3T 4|
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Little has cha

S Paper lll: Taxation

n February this year, the Union Finance
Minister introduced the Income-Tax Bill,
2025, in Parliament. If enacted, the
legislation will replace the Income-Tax Act,
1961, and, according to the government, will
simplify the law for both taxpayers and
administrators alike.

The current law, of 1961, the government
claims, has become unwieldy and unclear not
only for the common person but also for
professionals, littered as it is with provisos,
exceptions, and non-obstante clauses. The newly
designed draft purports to clear the fog and foster
greater certainty in taxation, with a view to
reducing litigation and creating a fairer, more
predictable tax environment.

There can be little doubt that these are worthy
causes to pursue. But a reading of the Bill shows
us that behind the cosmetic and structural
alterations that it seeks to make, little else will
change. Many of the complexities and
ambiguities that plague the current legislation
remain unbroken. And, in some areas, the Bill
seeks to make into law a set of powers that are
troublingly authoritarian, even more so than
what the present, already severe, legislation
permits.

Jurisdictions across the world have tried to
move towards legislative drafting that promotes
the use of plain language. The underlying idea is
that laws should be more accessible to the
broader public, thereby enhancing transparency
and making governments more accountable.

Some critics argue that plain language and
precision do not always go hand in hand - that
the technicality of legalese ensures greater
accuracy and specificity; that a quest for clarity
can at times come at the cost of exactness.
However, global examples have shown us that
simplifying legal language is not necessarily
detrimental to accuracy. In fact, clearer laws can
help eliminate confusion, improve compliance
and ultimately reduce litigation.

Complex and knotty text

But the Bill, despite its vaunted objective, scarcely
embraces this approach. It continues to rely on
dense and convoluted text, doing little to make
the law more accessible to the common taxpayer.
For instance, we are led to believe that the
replacement of the phrase “notwithstanding
anything contained to the contrary...” with the
words “irrespective of anything to the contrary”
will help simplify the law.

The use of the term “notwithstanding”
denotes what lawyers describe as a
“non-obstante” clause; it has a rich legal history
attached to it. In theory, the word “irrespective”
ought to now be accorded the same meaning, but
it is hard to comprehend how this change helps
unravel the law to the everyday taxpayer.

Suhrith

Parthasarathy

is an advocate
practising in the
Madras High Court

Despite its
purported
objective of
clearing the fog,
the Bill does
little to make
the law more
accessible to
the common
taxpayer
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It is worth bearing in mind that fiscal laws are
not the easiest to draft in simple terms. But the
Bill’s failure here emanates at least partly out of
the absence of any change in government policy.
The state’s approach to how it taxes income
remains what it has been for years. In the
absence of any fundamental adjustment in the
law’s basic thrust, the draft winds up akin to
something of a manual or a digest — a marginally
more concise guide to the existing 1961 law.

The Bill does seek to remove a few of the
outdated redundancies in the prevailing statute.
In places, definitions have been made crisper,
and some of the timelines and compliance
requirements have been consolidated into tables
and schedules. But all of this could well have
been achieved through streamlined amendments
rather than a complete overhauling of the existing
statute.

What is more, for all the efforts that the Bill
seeks to make, its provisions continue to perplex.
The framers appear to have overlooked the fact
that a mere shifting of timelines from clauses and
paragraphs to tables and schedules will not
eliminate the law’s inherently litigious nature,
especially when those tables include
cross-references to other sections of the Act.

Cosmetic alterations

‘To make matters worse, despite its intended
repeal, the new law will also incorporate by
reference some of the existing legislation’s
clauses. For example, the term “income” is
defined under Section 2(49) to include a series of
things such as profits and gains, dividend and
allowances, as well as everything covered under
Section 2(24) of the present law. If a definition
needs reference to the old legislation, one might
well wonder what we are really gaining from this
exercise.

Bringing about textual alterations without
altering the statute’s basic philosophy presents
another problem. Since 1961, India’s courts have
rigorously interpreted the legislation’s provisions,
clarifying the law for taxpayers. Now, changes
made through the Bill may reopen settled
debates, subjecting the same provisions to
renewed interpretation. The result might well be
more litigation and less certainty.

Consider one of the more heavily contested
areas under the Act: the power of the income-tax
authorities to reopen completed assessments.
Until April 2021, the Revenue could make
reassessments only if it had “reason to believe”
that income had escaped the tax net — a phrase
that sparked endless court battles. The law was
then changed to allow reassessments wherever
authorities had “information” suggesting income
had escaped assessment. The term “information”
was defined to include, among other things, data
obtained through a “risk management strategy”

DPPATRIOTICIAS

nged in the Income-Tax Bill, 2025

framed by the Central Board of Direct Taxes.
However, in a law brimming with definitions,
“risk management strategy” remained undefined

Although some of these gaps have been
addressed by the courts, delegating critical powel
to the executive has opened the door to potential
abuse. The Bill does little to filter this provision.
Instead, it adopts the existing text and rearranges
its structure. It is difficult to see how this
approach will alleviate litigation.

The point of search and seizure

Perhaps the most worrying aspect of the Bill is its
approach to search and seizure. The current law
grants to the taxman enormous police power to
search persons and their properties, and seize
goods found during a search. Although this
authority has been upheld by the courts
previously, its validity following the Supreme
Court of India’s judgment in justice K.S.
Puttaswamy vs Union of India (2017), where the
fundamental right to privacy was affirmed, is
suspect.

Rather than addressing this concern, the Bill
extends the power of search into new domains. It
does so by allowing officials to inspect “any
information stored in an electronic media or
computer system”. A computer system is defined
widely to include all manners of data storage and
what is described as a “virtual digital space” —
among other things, email servers, social media
accounts and digital application platforms.
Should a taxpayer deny access to these spaces,
the authorities can now override access codes to
enter the system.

In sanctioning this the Bill marks a significant
departure from the law as it stands, which does
not explicitly permit digital intrusions. Until now,
officers have still been demanding access to
laptops and hard disks, although it could be
contended that these directions are in breach of
the law. But if the Bill is enacted, officials, in
furtherance of a search, can legitimately trawl
through emails and messages received and sent
on Gmail, X, or Instagram, and every other such
platform.

In times where digital communication is so
deeply integrated into both professional and
personal life, to permit government easy access
to intimate and sensitive data is fraught with
danger. The Bill offers no judicial oversight over
these powers. To the contrary, it enables
authorities to keep to themselves the reasons
undergirding a search.

When the Select Committee of the Lok Sabha
scrutinises the Bill, it may well find that this is an
exercise best shelved. Rather than a sweeping
effort at repeal and reenactment, we may be
better served if Parliament can tidy up some of
the misgivings in the present law and rid it of its
more draconian commands.

Little has changed in the Income-Tax Bill, 2025
ITIT 49T, 2025 # Igd HH TeTd §ITE

In February 2024, the Union Finance Minister introduced the Income-
Tax Bill, 2025 in Parliament.

BLEdl 2024 #, FAT a9 70 o 3T [Q€9F, 2025 o g0 F 99w fHAT|
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If enacted, the Bill will replace the Income-Tax Act, 1961 and aims to simplify tax
laws for taxpayers and administrators.

ITE TE Flofet FoIcT &, ot T§ 1961 & a7 rfafarasr st ufawafa w¥am 3k st 7
TRTHI & fIT T FIe[@AT Y AT qalTa) T o1& WA &

The government claims that the 1961 Act has become unclear and complex due to
numerous provisos, exceptions, and clauses.

TIHR T g1 & for 1961 FT HRATAIH F$ 3qael, srqare) i 4Rt & FRor Ffee 3k

HEqSE g IATE |
The new Bill aims to reduce litigation, ensure greater tax certainty, and create a fair
tax system.

T Fardr HFHEHAT B FH I, F H 37T0F Trsear ant 3R TF FA=HIT FT gomelt
TlTe T JATH AT &

Minimal Changes in the New Bill

¢ f9as 7 AT 95T

Despite these objectives, a reading of the Bill suggests that it makes only cosmetic
and structural changes.

o7 365l & STacg, fA9us &1 HETTT T W I golar § B 30 hae gad 3w

WAATCHS FGalTd T 7T §|

Many complexities and ambiguities of the 1961 law remain unchanged.
1961 % FTeeT I F§ STTeedmT 3R FFTSeare 319 T g &

In some areas, the Bill gives even more authoritarian powers than the existing
legislation.

o AFC #, Rdas adae s @ o w7t wea afFaar vee Fard|

Need for Simpler Legal Language
T FTofall $ITHT Y ITTRIHAT

Many countries are moving towards plain language laws to make legal texts more
accessible and governments more accountable.

S S WIS HTNT H FIefeT aollet T 3R 96 @ & clifeh HIeaAT U1S e Forsr g1 3K TAR
SIATaeE o1 b |

Some critics argue that legal precision is lost with simpler language, but global
examples show that clarity reduces confusion and litigation.

T HTeATeIehl T AT § o T AT { FTefell WXHaT Fermfara el 8, oifehet T
3CTEIVT Il § o Fasear & o9 3R AHeAa 7 g ¢
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Continued Complexity in the Bill
s # w=h g8 SIfewar

The Bill continues to use convoluted text, making tax laws inaccessible to common
taxpayers.

T arsft sft sTfEer st 1 39T FXaT B, TTHW 3T FGTaHt & T X Fol WA
ARl T ET 8

Replacing phrases like “notwithstanding anything contained to the contrary” with
“irrespective of anything to the contrary” does little to simplify the law.

"sT notwithstanding anything contained to the contrary" @ "irrespective of
anything to the contrary” ¥ SEelel & HlefeT T THASTAT ITHIA w7e EIT & |

Fiscal laws are inherently complex, but the Bill fails to simplify them due to lack of
change in government policy.

TSTET FTefeT TIHT F Al 81 §, Aot TATes wXel atret 3 vt Tga @, AT Wy
At & F1E 937 aeog T8 fFaT AT

Instead of a complete overhaul, these changes could have been made through
amendments in the 1961 Act.

Y FIAA Y Feolal T 14, I scelld 1961 HFATAIAT & ey 73 e s awa 3

Persistent Issues in the Bill

s A 9+ gAY

Although the Bill removes outdated provisions and consolidates definitions and
compliance timelines, it fails to address core issues.

glenifeh faeraes qurel sqaeatat Y geT #T RT3t 3R rearersr waadiar & wafea
FCAT 8, olfche] Ig HET AT FY g T A FAher g 1

Simply shifting timelines and compliance details to tables and schedules does not
eliminate litigious aspects of the law.

herel FAIHAT A Jreqarerst faawor wt arfasat 3R sregqfET & FueaRa @ & e
1 FHGAATST Ygfer FATCT 7 et |

The Bill cross-references multiple sections, making it just as confusing as the 1961
Act.

9T w8 YRIAT Y 3197 F Nsar ¢, 5T Tg 1961 rfafags Saen & sfes 9471 Tgar
gl

Cosmetic alterations

Adg! dged
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Despite repealing the old law, the new Income-Tax Bill, 2025 still incorporates
several clauses from the existing legislation.

R FTe FI HICT Flol & dTds[g, 9T IR fA4TH, 2025 31 871 AISer Feget F1 £
TRI3AT T AMIAST AT &

For example, Section 2(49) defines "income" by referring to Section 2(24) of the
1961 Act, making one question what has really changed.

3CTEI0T & ToIT, 4RT 2(49) & "3 Y gfsmuT 1961 3rfAfATFT Y &Ry 2(24) & TeaT F &

s &, T9UY I8 gard 3ad7 & & aFda & Far agean g
The Bill does not alter the fundamental philosophy of taxation, leading to continuing
legal complexities.

ftas weme A Aifes RaRuRT 78 sgarar, e S Sfeaan g+ e &
Courts have already settled many tax disputes under the 1961 Act, but new wording
may lead to renewed litigation.

3reTeral & 1961 AT & T8 gga & F3 I fAamal wf georsw foar 8, oiferey 715 s &
FROT Fehe#AT 1 e R6T 4w &t gar 8

Reassessment of Taxation

qeAH eI Y qisar

One of the most contested areas in tax law is the power to reopen tax assessments.
Y Fofel H HH Faagrede Fgal # & v ¢ FT fAuRor #Y Sanr @es i afda|

Until April 2021, reassessment could be done only if authorities had "reason to
believe" that income had escaped tax.

3T 2021 TF, GeAHoAThal Shaol sl HITT AT ST HTARIRAT b1 g " Fareamer vt 7
FROT" fHerd o g # A T g ¥

After 2021, reassessments were allowed if authorities had "information", but the
definition of "risk management strategy" remained unclear.

2021 & TG, Jel#{ediche! "FaAT" o HTUR TR AT ST o, SifeheT " & gaerer oriifa
<Y GRETST TS 6T 2|

Courts have filled some legal gaps, but the Bill does not fix these uncertainties,
increasing the risk of arbitrary reassessments.

IeTerdl A F6 FefA! GHAAT Y g FFAT 8, Afehet ey g7 arfafRaaanat w1 g adt
FXaT, a8 AaAE g #1 @al 9ear ¢

Expansion of Search and Seizure Powers

aemeft 3R STt & afFaat &1 _{Ear
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The Bill increases the tax department’s powers for search and seizure, which were
already extensive.

RrOTs wT fAsmr i qemeit 3k Sedt i afFaat F e, Gﬁq‘gﬁ#é’ra'g'amaﬁl
Courts had previously upheld these powers, but the 2017 Supreme Court ruling in
Justice K.S. Puttaswamy vs. Union of India has strengthened the fundamental right
to privacy.

3reTerdl & 9ge 37 ATFTAT Y aFIR TG@T AT, AfeheT 2017 F AT F.0H. JeeRarH o
RS G & GHHA HIC & tharel F foysrar & AT srfvwr  weqy )

Instead of limiting these powers, the Bill extends search powers into digital
domains.

goT AfFaal F AT F & a9, Atas Bfoed et & qenel fr afFaat w1 f_Aear

FIAT R
Tax authorities can now access any electronic media, computer systems, email
servers, social media accounts, and digital platforms.

X IAFRY 39 R st saaciiae A, Fogex v, i aR, A #Aifdar sFse
3R RfSrea caewi 7% wga 7= &

If a taxpayer denies access, the authorities can override access codes to enter the
system.

AT IS FEI TET F §APR FIaT &, it IfAHrY Reea 7 Saer a2 T qahat ¢

The Bill does not provide judicial oversight, making digital intrusions a major
privacy concern.

s FaRe ARE i F1$ sgawyr 78 a1, a9 Bfoed gvaaiy v a1 Musigar
HEET o AT 8|

Need for Reconsideration

qATIR AT 3TaRIH T

The Select Committee of Lok Sabha should consider whether the Bill should be
passed in its current form.

ANFTHT Y I FATY 1 [FIR Far IRT F Far Qdas o ad@= & F 7T fFar
cicigeniad

Instead of completely repealing the 1961 Act, Parliament should focus on fixing
major flaws and removing excessive provisions.

1961 rfafas Ft gff aE FATCT I F T, T I FET WIAA F JURA 3R
HATAF YT HT §eTel U €T T T1RTI
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Government talks big on gender budget, delivers little

[GS Paper Ill: Gender Budgeting |

Gujarat allocates more than 37% of its Budget to women, whereas Maharashtra allocates a mere 3%

| DATA POINT

Shabana Mitra,
Sharavni Prakash
Anjhana Ramesh

he Union and State govern-
T ments regularly talk about

their commitment to wo-
men’s empowerment. One of the
four pillars of a Viksit Bharat 2047
is mahila or woman. The Finance
Minister mentioned women sever-
al times in her 74-minute speech
during the Union Budget.

One of the most powerful tools
to show commitment to the cause
of women’s empowerment is
through fiscal backing. This year,
the gender budget has increased to
8.9% of the overall Budget. Chart 1
shows the gender budget over the
years as a share of the overall Bud-
get (in percentage). It is important
to note here that there is no sepa-
rate gender budget in the overall
Budger; this term simply refers to
all the allocations to gender-relat-
ed schemes under various minis-
tries and departments.

Where does the money go? Gen-
der budgets have three compo-
nents: Part A comprises schemes
with 100% provision for women
and girls; Part B comprises
schemes with 30-99% allocations
for women and girls; and Part C re-
flects schemes with allocations for
women and girls below 30% of the
provision. Part C was introduced
only in the 2024-25 Budget. Over
time, as seen in Chart 2, the pro-
portion of Part A has decreased
and the proportion of Part B has
increased.

Since the inception of the con-
cept of a gender budget, the high-
est number of ministries/depart-
ments (49) have reported
allocations for gender-related
schemes this year. Twelve new mi-
nistries/departments have report-
ed allocations for gender-related
schemes this year. This indicates
that there is a push to diversify the
gender budget from the Ministry
of Women and Child Develop-

Government talks big on gender budget, delivers

ment. Around 10 ministries/de-
partments have reported more
than 30% of their allocations to
gender-related schemes for FY
2025-26.

In her Budget speech, the Fi-
nance Minister mentioned in-
creased allocations to women and
said that this has been made possi-
ble by increasing funds for wo-
men-led enterprises. The Budget
mentions several promises for wo-
men and women led-develop-
ment, especially in the micro,
small and medium enterprises
(MSME) space. But is the Budget
really going to cater to all this?

Only 0.7% of the gender budget
has been allocated to the Ministry
of MSMESs (Chart 3). The Ministry
offers schemes such as the Mahila
Coir Yojana, the Entrepreneurship
and Skill Development Pro-
gramme, and the Scheme of Fund
for Regeneration of Traditional In-
dustries. The allocation for skill
development of women in the en-
trepreneurial space is only ¥38.4
crore, which is 0.0009% of the
gender budget. Surprisingly, the
Ministry of Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship and the Capaci-
ty Building and Skill Development
Scheme under the Ministry of
Electronics and Information Tech-
nology has only been allocated
around 0.23% of the gender
budget.

Almost 10% of the gender bud-
get has been allocated to the De-
partment of School Education and
Literacy and the Department of
Higher Education. Education and
technical training are among the
pillars of sustainable long-term
growth. They provide a highly lit-
erate and skilled workforce. These
investments will also effectively
close the gender gap in the labour
market. Investments such as these
are a step towards Viksit Bharat.

The agricultural industry that
has contributed the most to the in-
creased female labour force parti-
cipation rate over the years has on-
Iy been allotted 4.2% of the gender
budget. Interestingly, 15,000
crore out of the 18,739 crore of

the allocation to the Agriculture
Department is to the Pradhan
Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-
Kisan) scheme, which falls under
Part C. Under the scheme, income
support of 6,000 per year in
three equal instalments is provid-
ed to all land-holding farmer fami-
lies. However, since the land that
the women work on is mostly
owned by men, they will not bene-
fit from the scheme.

In 2023-24, 64.5% of women (15-
59 years) cited childcare and per-
sonal commitments as the reason
for not working, indicating the ur-
gent need for childcare services.
However, Saksham Anganwadi
and the Poshan 2.0 scheme have
only been allocated 3.9% of the
gender budget. More importantly,
this share has not increased signif-
icantly in the past few years.

Approximately 17.5% has been
allocated to the Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana (housing scheme). Al-
50, 8.9% of the gender budget has
been allotted to the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Employ-
ment Guarantee Scheme, While
these schemes do empower wo-
men, it is important to invest in
skill development and provide
child and elderly care for long-
term empowerment. For a Viksit
Bharat, there needs to be focussed
investments towards women-led
development in the domains of
manufacturing and finance.

Further, the States have varied
experiences with allocating funds
to women-centric programmes.
Gujarat allocates more than 37% of
its budget to women, whereas
Maharashtra allocates a mere 3%.

Therefore, though there is
much conversation about women
being the pillars of economic
growth in India, the Union and
State governments are not backing
really this promise. Without state
support, it is going to be challeng-
ing to achieve gender parity or
work towards women-led develop-
ment.

Shabana Mitra, Sharavni Prakash and
Anjhana Ramesh are researchers at ICRIER

Tipping the scales
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Since the inception of the concept
ofa gender budget, the highest
number of ministries/departments
(49) have reported allocations

for gender-related schemes this
year. Twelve new ministries/
departments have reported
allocations for gender-related
schemes this year
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THR AT T W T a1 F §, AT wa Bellad s @

The Union and State governments regularly talk about their
commitment to women’s empowerment.
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&g IR ToT TR FIAT T F ARt & gerfFasor & gfa srosh
yfaeedr $it aTd F §

One of the four pillars of a Viksit Bharat 2047 is mahila (woman).
fRF AT ST 2047 & IR T § A UF ARATEI

The Finance Minister mentioned women several times in her 74-minute speech
during the Union Budget.

e 7= F FOT Tore F SRt 39 74- A Th" 7 Al F1 FE IR 3eaw ATl
A powerful tool to show commitment to women’s empowerment is fiscal backing.
Afganst F FfFastor & ufa sfdegyar @ w1 v afFaers adie fd agaar gl
The gender budget has increased to 8.9% of the overall Budget this year.

39 @Y, ST q9IC Fel qo1c T 8.9% Y AT 81

There is no separate gender budget; it refers to allocations for gender-related
schemes under various ministries.

FIE AT AT To9C ALl &, I8 RAA—A AFTRAT & dgd AR-TFa AT AS131T & fore
HTgeAT Y gATdr 8|

Where does the money go?

a7 FET AT 22

Gender budgets have three components:
IR TaCc F AT AT &
o Part A: Schemes with 100% provision for women and girls.
o A Y ATETT SEH 100% graeTe Afgenat 3t efral & R ar
o Part B: Schemes with 30-99% allocations for women and girls.
$11ar B: Ut ANSTATG fHA 30-99% 3TaesT ARt 3T asfral & v aar 2
o Part C: Schemes with allocations for women and girls below 30%
(introduced in 2024-25 Budget).
T C: Wt A=Y e Afganait it asfral & faw 30% @ 7 geT @ar g
(2024-25 Fre 7 & fawa arm)|
Over time, Part A allocations have decreased, and Part B allocations have
increased.
HT & WY, HTTA & Hded & F! 31§ § AR #7778 & raea # e gé

This year, 49 ministries/departments have reported gender-related allocations, the
highest ever.

$H IV, 49 HATAA/FAHTT A SAST-WFa AT 3T Y AT 4T, S I aF HT ¥4 70F g

12 new ministries/departments have reported gender-related allocations for the
first time.

12 ¢ FATerA/fAsmert F gelt AR Ssv-wrafta srdes Y gEar Q1

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page42



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Pa la

a
www.patrioticias.in

e Around 10 ministries/departments have allocated more than 30% of their budget
to gender-related schemes for FY 2025-26.

AT 10 FHAT/FAATEN F FY 2025-26 & oW 319at Fo1€ T 30% T 30+ AT-graod
ArsraAT3t 7 rafed fFam

Budget allocations for women-led enterprises

AfgAT-Aqca are 36TAT F AT o€ ITaeT

o Despite promises, only 0.7% of the gender budget has been allocated to the
Ministry of MSMEs.

aTel & d1ae(E, Fae 0.7% AT Foic YA, aY HR AETH 3677 (MSME) HATET FY
amafed fram arar g

e Allocation for women’s skill development in entrepreneurship is only ¥38.4 crore
(0.0009% of the gender budget).

Ieafaar # Afgansit & Fhrer [ & forw Faer €38.4 FO3 (0.0009% AT T91€) ITafed
T T B

e Ministry of Skill Development and the Capacity Building Scheme under the IT
Ministry have only 0.23% of the gender budget.

FlereT e AT 3R 3TEE FHATIT Y &THAT AATOT AT HY Fae 0.23% AT Tl

fAar &l
Education and skill development investments
fRva 3ilv wlerer fawrw & @aer
e Almost 10% of the gender budget is allocated to School and Higher Education
departments.

Fel SISV ST T SAIMHA 10% Fhel 3R 3T Ryawm fysmmait iy amafe fram ar 2
e Education and technical training help reduce the gender gap in the labor market.

e 3 aFaHT ITRARTOT 437 TR # AT AT F FH7 1 7 A Fa B

Agriculture and women'’s participation

¥ 3l st #r srahardy

e Agriculture, which has increased female labor force participation, gets only 4.2%
of the gender budget.
FY, Fraet Afge 49 #eliert H T §, 1 FadT 4.2% AT qore Aar

e ¥15,000 crore of the ¥18,739 crore agriculture allocation is under PM-Kisan, which
benefits mostly male landowners.
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18,739 FU3 & FY 3rae # & 15,000 F3 NowA-fFameT At & d8d 8, i ARG
qEY (A AT T w17 ugeran ¥

Childcare and social support

a1 @At 3R grEfare FErdar

e In 2023-24, 64.5% of women (15-59 years) cited childcare as a reason for not
working.

2023-24 H, 64.5% ATEAT3T (15-59 a¥) o AlFH T FIeT FHT FROT I SWHTA TATATI

e Saksham Anganwadi and Poshan 2.0 schemes received only 3.9% of the gender
budget.

H&TH 3MTereTara) 3T 99oT 2.0 A1 Y Fae 3.9% AT goie ATl

Other allocations and state variations
3+ g 3R Tl # Fewvar
e Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana received 17.5% of the gender budget.
TUTAHST AT FIST=T HT 17.5% AT qoI€ AT
e MGNREGS received 8.9% of the gender budget.
HALI FY 8.9% AT Fore fAeT|
e Gujarat allocates over 37% of its budget to women, while Maharashtra only 3%.
ST 379 qole & 37% & 7w Afgenst & fore smafea wwar ¢, staf Agrrse Faer

3%l
o Despite promises, the lack of financial backing makes achieving gender parity
challenging.

aTel & araelg, fadr FErIdT At FH! F FROT AT FATTAT WIed FIAT HToA ¢
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SC directs States, UT's to provide full
records of forest lands in 6 months

|GS Paper llI: Environment |

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday issued a stern
warning that the Chief Se-
cretaries of the States and
the Administrators of the
Union Territories would be
held personally liable if
they failed to constitute
expert committees to iden-
tify forests in their respec-
tive jurisdictions in a
month, followed by the
preparation of consolidat-
ed records of these lands
within the next six months.
The order by a Bench of
Justices B.R. Gavai and A.G.
Masih came after Addition-
al Solicitor-General Aish-
warya Bhati submitted that
several States had still not
constituted expert com-
mittees in compliance with
a Supreme Court judgment
on December 12, 1996 and
subsequent court orders.
The Centre’s law officer
said that most States had
not completed the exercise
of consolidation of records

SC directs States, U.T.s to provide full records of forest lands

in 6 months

SC & Tt 3R &g anfla vt #1 6 7 7 a1 o1fA &1 0 NP1

The term ‘“forest’ will apply to
any area recorded as such in
government records.

of their forest lands under
Rule 16(1) of the Van (San-
rakshan Evam Samvard-
han) Adhiniyam Rules,
2023. Rule 16 brings “for-
est-like areas” identified by
the expert committees and
unclassed and community
forest lands under the pro-
tection of the law.

The Bench reiterated
that the expression “for-
est” would be understood
according to its “broad and
all-encompassing” diction-
ary meaning as held in its
T.N. Godavarman Thiru-

YT e T fader feam

The Supreme Court issued a stern warning that Chief Secretaries

mulpad vs Union of India
and others judgment of De-
cember 1996 until further
court orders.

The 1996 judgment, be-
sides including forests as
understood in the diction-
ary sense, had held that
the expression “forest” in
Section 2 of the original
Forest Act of 1980 would
cover all statutorily recog-
nised forests whether they
were designated as re-
served, protected or other-
wise. Forests and their
conservation would apply
to any area recorded as
“forest” in the government
record, irrespective of the
ownership or classifica-
tion. The 1996 judgment
was reinforced by the top
court in three subsequent
orders in November 2023,
February 2024 and as late
as February 3, 2025.

The Supreme Court was
hearing a challenge to the
amendments made to the
Forest Act in 2023. The pe-
titioners have claimed that
the amendments restrict

I

the meaning of “forest” to
two categories of lands,
that is, those declared or
notified as forests by law
and areas recorded in go-
vernment records as for-
ests on or after October 25,
1980.

Petitioners, represented
by advocate Prashant
Bhushan and senior advo-
cate Prashanto Chandra
Sen and Gopal Sankarana-
rayanan, have argued that
while the total coverage of
forests in the country was
in the vicinity of 7.13 lakh
sq.km, about 1.97 lakh
sq.km would be excluded
by the constriction intro-
duced by the amendment.
They contend that the dilu-
tion would create ecologi-
cal imbalance.

On Tuesday, the top
court directed the States
and Union Territories to
complete the entire exer-
cise in “letter and spirit”
and submit a report to the
Union government. The
Centre would place the re-
port before the top court.

and Administrators would be personally liable if they failed to
form expert committees within a month.
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gha FIE A F31 Aarae & & I FeT aRT IR 720wF v AR
sfiax frws gfAfaat 1 o a8 Fxa & aY 3 FfFdera v @ 3aeErh
gier|

e The consolidated records of forest lands must be prepared within the next six
months.

aeT T8 &1 FARRT RIS 39Te 87 #g07 & #fiax JAR R e aifee)

e The order was passed by Justices B.R. Gavai and A.G. Masih after Additional
Solicitor-General Aishwarya Bhati submitted that several States had not formed
expert committees.

I A AT F AR, 773 AR v, Feig gan & aran, 9 rfafera wifafie
ST Yvgaf st A Iarm fF FE AT A 3reft I [Adww afAfat F1 e 7 FaAT B

e Most States had not completed the consolidation of forest land records under
Rule 16(1) of the Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam Rules, 2023.

AT TSAT A Fo7 (G UF Fqefo7) HTAAIH A7, 2023 & A7 16(1) F dgd ool
A & RS =71 AT qu 7181 v ami

e Rule 16 includes forest-like areas, unclassed forests, and community forest lands
under legal protection.

e 16 7o i 417, araafieper aet 3R WIHETRAF o S{fA Y Frefelt TWaTor # eNfAre Far
?l

Definition of Forests as per Supreme Court

A FIE F HTAR e hr IR

o The expression “forest” will be understood in a broad and all-encompassing
dictionary sense, as per the 1996 T.N. Godavarman Thirumulpad vs Union of India
judgment.

“FeI”’ Qe DY SIT9F IR FATSO AechIer 3 H H=AT SATCa, ST fF 1996 &Y var
TGTARHT [T TIG FATH ST FeT AT A FgT 14T AT|

e The 1996 judgment included all statutorily recognized forests, whether reserved,
protected, or otherwise.

1996 & ooy # weft Rftraa ATar wred a1 anfAe &, 7R § IRBT, TBT I1 3577 F)S
gl

e Forests recorded in government records would be protected, irrespective of
ownership or classification.

TR RepTS # gof a7 WA fre Smea, =g 3ot Tarfiea ar aeffaor o sft gl

e The 1996 judgment was reinforced by Supreme Court orders in November 2023,
February 2024, and February 3, 2025.
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1996 & hwwer FY A FIE & FTav 2023, Fvai1 2024 33 Fvav’2025 F et gar
3R FAsrge B arm)

Challenge to the 2023 Amendments in Forest Act
g1 Irfafarer 2023 F waer=t 1 gl

Petitioners challenged the 2023 Forest Act amendments, arguing that they restrict
the definition of “forest” to two categories:

FRTHAST 7 2023 7o HTAAFF F T HY € FEd §€ el Al 7 g “To1”
aReTeT Y & ATt g difda sar g
o Forests declared or notified by law.
FTefel &7 § B a1 AT 7|
o Forests recorded in government records on or after October 25, 1980.
THRY RS & 25 FFgav 1980 AT 30 91E &of a |

Advocates Prashant Bhushan, Prashanto Chandra Sen, and Gopal
Sankaranarayanan argued that 1.97 lakh sq. km of forests would be excluded due
to these restrictions.

TN T/ STV, TR T o7 FHIX THGTeT AFRARTIOIT X T R o g1 wfaaet & Fwor
1.97 @@ Faf fF#H1as &7 g g SAem|
They warned that such dilution would create an ecological imbalance.

3eglet Aaraett & fF $0 e FT FAGR A TRIFITAF HegedeT a1 Fa|

Final Supreme Court Directive

st el FE Forar

The Supreme Court directed States and U.T.s to complete the identification and
consolidation process in letter and spirit.

e FIE F Tt I F anfia weit w 590 wiFar F @ Farant v siard @
et o1 fAger fgam

States and U.T.s must submit their reports to the Union government, which will
present them before the Supreme Court.

et AR Fg i gerit Y araeht RN F7 avarw s Wit gelt, o gt 1€ 7 weqa
foa sream)
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Belgium defence giant ties up with Indian firm to
manufacture tank turrets

afesTaa Y 6T FUAT o HRAT FH & F19 & eeq & AT &

foT arsterT i
Belgium defence giant
ties up with Indian firm to
manufacture tank turrets

[GS Paper llI: Defence|

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

Belgium’s John Cockerill
Defence (JCD), the world’s
top-turret manufacturer
for battle tanks, and the
Pune-based Electro Pneu-
matics & Hydraulics (EPH)
Pvt. Ltd. announced a Joint
Venture (JV) in India with
initial focus on the Indian
Army’s light tank contest
under way.

They had already tied
up for supplying turrets for
Zorawar, the light tank de-
veloped by Defence Re-
search and Development
Organisation (DRDO) and
Larsen & Toubro (L&T)
which is currently in ad-
vanced stages of trials. The
development comes as In-
dia and Belgium look to
scale up defence coopera-
tion and are set to sign a
memorandum of under-
standing on defence coop-
eration by the end of 2025.

The light tank is a criti-
cal requirement for the In-
dian Army, a need identi-
fied during the stand-off
with China in eastern
Ladakh.

It will be a 60:40 JV bet-
ween JCD and EPH in

The Pune-based Electro Pneumatics & Hydraulics will handle the

Indian segment of the deal. FILE PHOTO

which the former will
bring the technology and
know-how while the latter
will focus on the manufac-
turing, according to Thier-
ry Renaudin, Chief Execu-
tive Officer, JCD. “We will
get a new world-class tur-
ret...,” he said.

While the initial focus
on the Indian light tank re-
quirement could eventual-
ly go up to 700 tanks, the
focus of the JV is much
broader, said Francois Mi-
chel, Group Chief Execu-
tive Officer, John Cockerill.
“There are several pro-
grammes in India that justi-
fy this JV. Our alignment is
not for one single project,
it goes way beyond. We
have the best technology

available for tank turrets
today. India’s strength in
electronics and Artificial
Intelligence will allow us to
build very efficient sys-
tems,” he said during a se-
lect media interaction.
Giving an overview of
EPH, Ingrid Rasquinha,
Joint Managing Director,
said that the company has
been in the defence sector
for 25 years, manufactur-
ing simulators and missile
launchers. “The 300
crore company, which has
manufacturing facility at
Chakan in Pune, generates
35-40% of its revenue from
defence, one of its five ver-
ticals,” Prashant Gadepalli,
Director-Operations and
Marketing, EPH, said.

Belgium’s John Cockerill
Defence (JCD), the world’s
top turret manufacturer for
battle tanks, and Pune-
based Electro Pneumatics
& Hydraulics (EPH) Pvt.
Ltd. announced a Joint
Venture (JV) in India.

afesTad Y AT PrdR
f%w (JCD), s geuw ST &
faw g &1 ofiy e =ATar
gAfeTw U gRIfoTw
(EPH) 9T. for. ¥ IRT &

YT 3GTH (JV) FY wrwo
$
o The initial focus of the JV

is the Indian Army’s light tank
contest currently under way.
TYFA 3GTH T IRFAF AT HRAT
A1 Y a7Ee &F gRATRGTR &, S

FAAT H T W R

. JCD and EPH have already
partnered to supply turrets for
Zorawar, the light tank developed
by DRDO and L&T, which is in
advanced trial stages.

JCD 3R EPH 9ga @ & avrav s &
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e mqfel & forw wmsterd w1 9% §, 9@ DRDO 3t L& T & fawfia fman § stk 78 301
giaTor =TT 7 F

e India and Belgium are set to sign a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on
defence cooperation by the end of 2025.

R 3T IFeTIH 2025 & FTds 6T WEART W FHTIGT 77957 (MoU) IR §EATER FHlad
ara gl

Importance of the Light Tank for India
IRT & fav ase & &1 Agea

e Thelight tank is a critical requirement for the Indian Army, identified during the
standoff with China in eastern Ladakh.

ATSe &F AR V11 & AT JegaT sraea €, TSad swa qaf aqara # o7 & arer
arfaterd R Feqw Hr s ot

Joint Venture Details
YFA 3T HT fAawor

e The JV will have a 60:40 partnership, where JCD will bring technology and
expertise, while EPH will handle manufacturing.

TYFd 35T H 60:40 FT WHGR 3] 81, W+ ICD @i il faelyararamean ik
EPH fA#for o et &am|

e According to Thierry Renaudin, CEO of JCD, the JV will create a new world-class
turret.

JCD & HiE3N R 7 ReTF HTAR, Tg VI 36TA fAeavadir e Tawfda wym|

e Theinitial focus is on 700 light tanks for India, but the JV has broader objectives
beyond this.

YRTAS &A1 700 &7ge 21 Yo, Afthet HYF 3GTH F 3527 58 F1 H0F AIH
gl
e Francois Michel, Group CEO of John Cockerill, stated that India’s strengths in

electronics and Artificial Intelligence (Al) would help in building efficient turret
systems.

ST HIh R & TAG HSHT 7t fAelera w81 T IR F gelaeitaaa Fiv Hferstarae
gefaaia (Al) & fRelysrarysird) ete ¥ed 9 7 Ace FLM|

Overview of Electro Pneumatics & Hydraulics (EPH)

gaee) AT Us grsifaed (EPH) 1 aR=
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e EPH has been in the defence sector for 25 years, manufacturing simulators and
missile launchers.

EPH fraer 25 797 & 819 7 F13 31 W ¢ AR Ageiey vq Aarger aieav &1 faafor

A B

e The company, based in Chakan, Pune, has a revenue of 300 crore, with 35-40% of
its revenue coming from defence.

T, g0} AT I§ FUet €300 FvI5F1 AT Tored Arforar F<elt §, Forwst & 35-40% vaw
&7 & 3mar B

IMF: overexposure by NBFCs
may imperil financial system

Study finds 63% of power sector loans were from 3 large infra financing firms in FY24; NBFCs such

as IREDA at higher risk; IMF flags PSBs’ inefficacy to maintain 9% CAR in the event of a stagflation

|GS Paper lll: Banking System |

Ashokamithran T.
MUMBAI

tress in non-banking
s finance companies

(NBFCs) may pose
risk in the financial system
due to their overexposure
to power and infrastruc-
ture sector and intercon-
nectedness with other
markets, the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) said
in a report.

The report titled ‘India
Financial System Stability
Assessment’ found that
63% of the power sector
loans were from three
large infrastructure financ-
ing companies (a type of a
NBFC) in fiscal 2024.

This had increased from
55% in 2019-20. Moreover,
56% of their lending was fi-
nanced by market instru-

Rising power sector exposure

Share of IFCs in total lending to power sector =

has increased in the past five years -
B Others SCB Bl PSB M Three largest IFC -

100%

50%

25%

FY20 FY21 FY22 FY23 Fv24

10% [ 10% 1 1% BN 32 I 7% B !
75% kLA 32% 330/, e 33% [ 30% .

.

ments and only the rest
were by bank borrowings
in Q2 of fiscal 2024.

The dependence on
bank borrowings for fi-
nancing their lending ne-
vertheless increased since
fiscal 2019. State-owned
NBFCs like IREDA are at a
higher risk, the IMF said.

Besides spillover of

NBFC stress, the IMF also
studied banks’resilience if
a stagflation were to occur
— a situation when growth
slows and inflation soars.
In the stress test, IMF
found that in the event of a
stagflation, public sector
banks (PSBs) may have dif-
ficulties maintaining a cap-
ital adequacy ratio (CAR) of

barely 9%. The IMF said
that though the likelihood
of stagflation had receded
in 2024, there were geopol-
itical risks, and monetary
policy mis-calibration of
major central banks could
result in an increase in in-
terest rates, which could
slow economic growth.
“Assuming zero growth
to their loan portfolio,
PSBs can maintain barely
the 9% CAR in the reces-
sion scenarios. This means
that PSBs should streng-
then their capital base, in-
cluding by retaining their
earnings instead of paying
dividends to the govern-
ment as in the past few
years, to ensure they can
support economic recov-
ery in a potential future
downturn,” the IMF found.
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IMF: Overexposure by NBFCs May Imperil Financial System
HTESTATE: TAAUHHT FHT HATOF TFHISR AT Jormel & faw

Yl

Stress in Non-Banking Finance Companies (NBFCs) may pose a risk
to the financial system due to their overexposure to the power and
infrastructure sector and interconnectedness with other markets, the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) said in a report.

dr-dfwer faehar Fafaat (NBFCs) & dara e yorrel & fore sf@s a1
T ¢, FAIfF 3 Rsrel 3 gAY o &t 7 sreafs e sk s
STSIRT & 33 §U &, ST e 1Y (IMF) F 379=it RarE 7 e

e The report titled ‘India Financial System Stability Assessment’ found that 63% of
power sector loans were from three large infrastructure financing companies (a
type of NBFC) in fiscal 2024.

T3 wIEA RITe Rvew wefafad srwsde s R 3 g 3= i 63% et & &
FOT oftet 73 Ay Fram faaaivor Fafaat (v goR S Tesienen) & & fae a¥ 2024 7

e Thisincreased from 55% in 2019-20. Moreover, 56% of their lending was financed by
market instruments, while the rest was financed by bank borrowings in Q2 of fiscal
2024.

g 3TThHsT 2019-20 & 55% T TEHT 63% &Y IAT| SHF 3TATaT, 56% FOT SR 3YHIVN &
e ar, srafe Qv R a¥ 2024 @ gl fawm) F d 3uR ¥ 3ma)

e The dependence on bank borrowings for financing their lending has increased
since fiscal 2019.

FOT faaaiyor & fav d I @ Fear A a¥ 2019 ¥ 9 g1
o State-owned NBFCs like IREDA are at higher risk, the IMF said.
HEHEST (IREDA) S TIFRY Tardivwd 3fts AT 7 &, 31STATE F Fa1l

o Besides the spillover of NBFC stress, the IMF also studied banks' resilience in case
of stagflation—a situation when growth slows and inflation soars.

TANURH TATT & THTT F 37elTdT, TSTHTE o dehl Y &THAT T eTT fhar I
FEIFAA 1T §— e TUTY gt Revrar eftem 3k wgans a7 aveh B

e Inthe stress test, the IMF found that in the event of stagflation, Public Sector Banks
(PSBs) may struggle to maintain a Capital Adequacy Ratio (CAR) of barely 9%.
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g qfeTor F, ISTATE o ura fF IfE Tearwrerers @)t &, Y arderfas a9 & &% (PSBs)
HqRF T 9% Yl qaTeaar 3T (CAR) SATC 1@ FFa ¢
e The IMF noted that while the likelihood of stagflation had receded in 2024,

geopolitical risks and monetary policy mis-calibration of major central banks could
result in higher interest rates and slower economic growth.

ﬂ@mﬁm%mzomﬁmmﬁﬁmmg%ﬂﬁm%mﬁm
& 3 s e d1 F #ARF Ay hir arera 1o & s7rer o A ey sk nfE
gefor i arfer el g) Fhcht €1

e “Assuming zero growth in their loan portfolio, PSBs can barely maintain the 9%
CAR in recession scenarios.

I 3 O NETIRIN 3 FE gty g, a el s & aRged #F R ¥ 9%
CAR S4T0 3@ ¥Fa &

e This means that PSBs should strengthen their capital base by retaining their
earnings instead of paying dividends to the government, as in previous years.

$ahT Aclord ¢ fob dreaet 1 39t goft HTUR AT FI! AT, IHER FY AT A F
T e AT FATC I@AT AR, ST foh [oevel asit # fehar a2 |

e This will ensure that banks can support economic recovery in case of a potential
future downturn.

m%@%m%ﬁmmmﬁﬁﬁmwmmw
Th|
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‘Blue Ghost moon landing part
of USS. plan to dominate space’

1GS Paper lll: S&T

Firefly Aerospace succeed-
ed in its first attempt to
land on the moon with its
uncrewed Blue Ghost spa-
cecraft on Sunday, kicking
off a two-week research
mission as a handful of
private firms compete to
reach the frontlines of a
global moon race.

The size of a compact
car, the four-legged Blue
Ghost carried 10 scientific
payloads as it touched
down at around 0835 GMT
(1405 IST) near an ancient
volcanic vent on Mare Cri-
sium, a large basin in the
northeast corner of the
moon’s earth-facing side.

Acting NASA adminis-
trator Janet Petro said at Fi-

Landmark feat: Private lunar lander Blue Ghost after touching
down on the moon with a special delivery for NASA on Sunday. AP

refly’s landing event that
the moon remains part of
America’s goal to “domi-
nate” space.

“I think this administra-
tion really wants to keep
America first, and I think
the way that we keep

America first is by domi-
nating in all the domains of
space,” she said.

“So as long as we keep
dominating that space, I
think we’re going to be put-
ting America first,” Ms. Pe-
tro added.

Blue Ghost Moon Landing Part of U.S. Plan to Dominate

Space

s "ie TEHAT A3 AR 1 rafer 7 yaea vulia #t=

JroTT &7 fFear

Firefly Aerospace succeeded in its first attempt to land on the moon
with its uncrewed Blue Ghost spacecraft on Sunday.
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BRRFATS TINRFYH o 39 56 BIFE FANET ITeT & A1 AGR & TgA7T |
qgoll IR Hel ol f3er Y|

o This marks the beginning of a two-week research mission, as private firms compete
in the global moon race.

Ig &Y HCATE & HTHHTET AT Y 3T ¢, FA1fh Fololl shuferan dias ag g & gfceqs’
I

e The Blue Ghost, about the size of a compact car, has four legs and carried 10
scientific payloads.

oo ®Fe, Sl U BIE R F 3MHR &l 5, # TR R ¢ 31N g 10 dafass 3uaon &1 ola

IT

e lttouched down at around 0835 GMT (1405 IST) near an ancient volcanic vent on
Mare Crisium, a large basin in the northeast corner of the moon’s Earth-facing side.

Ig 0835 GMT (1405 IST) o a9 AR ffAI# & v yrefier sarems @iy de & 918 37,
SiY TEHAT & gt Y T {W aTel AT & Ia-qd F 7 T 37 afqT 3

e Acting NASA Administrator Janet Petro said at Firefly’s landing event that the
moon remains part of America’s goal to “dominate” space.

SATHT S FHIAATEF TATHF AT YT 7 BIITFATS HT ol 1397 TEAT 7 FgT foh TEAT AR Y
Fafver F gefea TUTRT FI At ATl HT AT T T3

e She stated, “I think this administration really wants to keep America first, and the
way to do that is by dominating in all domains of space.”

3o5IeT &gl “AS AT § B T§ AT aFad # IARET FY g W@ G 8, 3 sE
giAfRaa #3ar 1 i @it sraRer &3 F wgca Fae W@ 1~

e She added, “As long as we keep dominating that space, | think we’re going to be
putting America first.”

3eglel 37191 g, “STT e g9 JHAET H W II1T 1WA ¢, T A g7 JHANFT Y vged
YA 7@ Fhal|”

Kashmir University Has a Plan to Help Farmers Manage a Dry
Summer

FeAR freafigarey a g@ 7+t & Alaw @ fves & foe fFami A
HEG el Y AISTAT TIT1S
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Kashmir had a dry winter this year, with a rainfall deficit of around
80%.

3 AT FRAR 7 Tt G W, Fwat Femsnar 80% it Fr FaAt W

o Researchers at SKUAST have prepared planting and adaptation strategies for
farmers in the region.

THHIUTHE (SKUAST) & eeraraisit o forarait & forw qars 3R sregeerst wrelifaar damx
el

e This includes measures to preserve moisture, micro-irrigation, crop rotation plans,
and the creation of a seed stock.

gl
Crop Contingency Plan
GH ATHIEHS FioTell

e Experts warned that if dry weather continues, it could lead to a drought-like
situation in spring and summer.

faerwit & Sarast & 6 Ffe @ Atew S e 8, A 7 a6 i I A q@ o Rufa

YeT T HhdT 8
o It may severely affect water-dependent sectors such as irrigated agriculture
(paddy), horticulture, hydroelectric power production, and drinking water supply.

Ig Tl W feiT ava ol R ¥ (arer), amrareh, srafagge seatee, 3N darerer amqfet
T 7R &7 A g31fadT T Feharr B

o Forests are also at risk of wildfires, and some incidents have already been
reported.

SHITelt 3 8fY M7 TR FT @AW 8, IR F& TSATT Tgd & &t T 1 T ¢ |

e SKUAST researchers have prepared a "crop contingency plan” led by Vice-
Chancellor Nazir Ganai.

THHYUTHE & MUFATHT o Ferafar AR TS & AcJcd H "B HH A Frotell” AR
el

e The plan operates on two fronts:
o Logistics support, providing farmers with benefits and assistance in drought

conditions.
- difofeeaw wade, orae frame o g@ $t e 7 s 3ilx werer ye=
FTT AT &

o Farm advisory services to guide them in adapting to weather changes.

- BT FATE AT, ST 3o AIHA F GoTd & AR He]eholed il H AFCLIA
Sar gl
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Seed availability is crucial in drought-like conditions, as farmers rely on certified
seeds.

@ st aRTFufaat 7 e sueetrar Agcayet 8§, it e wnfora fist o s e
gl

Kashmir needs 1.5 lakh quintals of seed annually, and SKUAST produces at least
100 quintals of breeder seed for field and vegetable crops.

FHR FY §T AT 1.5 a1 Faed i ¥ sraeashar gt 8, 3R vahguead fes 3k
Heol! HHal & forw &7 & F 100 e st & R e g

Scientists recommend drought-tolerant crops like maize varieties SMC-8, SMH-5,
and pulses, as they require less water and can still yield well.

danfores w@T wigsuy waet S #FHT (SMC-8, SMH-5) 3 gralt & FAwIRer i §, ifh
J Fe qrelt 3 off 3= 3u & W ¥

Helping Crops Survive

BHAT I TG & 3T

Mulching techniques help in preserving moisture and improving soil condition.
AT aFeit @ 7 FarT @ AR A Ay Pufa gura 7 #Ace Ferd 8

Anti-transpirant agents block plants from releasing water into the air, helping
conserve water.

w-grafiie Toie gyl garT gr ssa i ufmar f Owa § a8 ol e war gl
Similar measures are applied to horticultural crops like apples.
3 TE & 3T aETaT GHal, Sl A9, W ot oy e S

Micro-irrigation systems like drip irrigation and mist sprayers are promoted, and
demonstration units have been set up in saffron fields.

3o RS 3R e Eaw S g RS yonfert ! sgrar G s T g, N F &
Gl 7 yeeler sFear eaia Fr g &

These efforts aim to help farmers adapt to climate change and sustain agricultural
productivity.

I TATHT T &7 TRl T Terarg IRacdaT F reqmer gata 3R FR scureshar Fa10 @
# AeE FIAT &
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Kashmir university has a plan to help
farmers manage a dry summer

Kashmir had a dry winter this

2ar, with a rainfall deficit of around 80%; in anticipation, researchers at SKUAST have prepared planting and adaptation strategies

for farmers in the region: this includes measures to preserve moisture, micro-irrigation, crop rotation plans, and the creation of a seed stock

Hirra Azmat

rom seed distribution to crop

calendars, the Sher-e-Kashmir

University of Agricultural

Sciences and Technology
(SKUAST) has an action plan to tackle the
dry conditions it expects in Kashmir this
summer.

Kashmir has had a dry winter this year,
with the months of January and February
recording a rainfall deficit of around 80%.
Even though the weather department had
forecast a wet spell until February 28,
there has also been a significant shortfall
of snow in Kashmir, plus the attendant
consequences.

Crop contingency plan

Experts have previously warned that if the
dry weather continued, it could lead to a
drought-like situation in the subseq
spring and summer. They have also
stressed that it could severely affect
water-dependent sectors such as irrigated
agriculture (paddy), horticulture,
hydroelectric power production, and
even drinking water supply.

Forests are also at risk of wildfires and
a few have already been reported.

In anticipation, researchers at SKUAST
have prepared planting and adaptation
strategies for farmers in the region.

Asif Bashir Shikari, head of the
National Seed Project at SKUAST, said
Kashmir has been experiencing erratic
weather for several years now. This year,
the snowless winter has left the region in
a precarious situation.

He added that SKUAST has prepared a
“crop contingency plan” led by its
vice-chancellor, Nazir Ganai, for short-
and long-term mitigation of a drought-like
situation.

“Briefly, our action plan for these
weather fluctuations operates on two
fronts. First, on logistics support, what we
provide to farmers and other stakeholders
in terms of benefits and support in a
situation like drought; and second, it
comprises farm advisory services,” Asif
said. “Among agricultural inputs, seed
availability is the most important,
especially in drought-like conditions,
where having the right planting material
is paramount.”

“Annually, we require 1.5 lakh quintals
of seed, with farmers specifically
depending on certified seed. To meet this
demand, the university produces at least
100 quintals of breeder seed of field and
vegetable crops,” he added.

The scientist stressed that in case of a
drought-like situation, he and his peers
recommend the consumption of crops
other than rice and “accordingly facilitate
the enhanced seed availability of
drought-tolerant maize varieties and
hybrids, such as SMC-8 and SMH-5, and

The old Mehjoor Nagar Bridge on February 19, 2025, following a prolonged dry spellin Srinagar. 711

pulses, as these crops are more resilient
to dry conditions. Pulses, in particular,
require less water and can still produce a
reasonable yield with minimal losses.”

Helping crops survive
“Apart from seed management, we
emphasise implementing other drought
itigation strategies. For crops,
techniques like mulching - covering the
topsoil with material such as bark, wood
chips, leaves, and other organic material
in order to preserve moisture and
improve the soil condition — can be
practiced,” Asif said.

Experts also recommended using
anti-transpirant agents, which block
plants from releasing water into the air.
Similar measures are applied to
horticultural crops like apples.

“We also promote micro-irrigation
systems, such as drip irrigation, by
installing demonstration units in farmers
fields. Water-saving technologies such as
mist sprayers are already in use in saffron
fields,” according to Asif. “Through these
combined efforts, we aim to help farmers
adapt to changing weather conditions and
sustain agricultural productivity.”

Helping crops survive also means
keeping pests at bay. With rising
temperatures, pests that were previously
docile have become invasive and more
active. For example, a common pest
called aphids completes its life cycle
much faster and produces more
generations per year in warmer weather.
Leaf miner blotch, a pest of apple crops,
has graduated from being a minor to a
major concern for the same reason,
researchers said. “This necessitates
issuing advisories to farmers and

| suggesting innovative chemical control

We cultivate fodder seeds in Jammu.
Last year, we produced 300 quintals
of foundation seed and supplied it to
the Department of Agriculture and
Animal Husbandry

measures in such situations,” Zafar
Mehdi, associate professor in the Division
of Basic Sciences and Humanities at
SKUAST, said.

The action plan has multiple categories
of advisory services. “The meteorological
department provides weather data, and
based on that, we develop crop
calendars.” These calendars specify
normal crop cycles as well as alternate
crops that should be planted in case of
drought conditions,” Zafar added.

“Take Budgam, for example, a
ignificant vegetable-producing region,”
Asif said. “Abrupt climatic changes in the
Kashmir Valley, including rising
temperatures and [incidence of] drought,
threaten vegetable crop production.
Kharif vegetables, particularly those from
the Solanaceae and Cucurbitaceae
families, suffer from heat and water
stress, affecting germination, pollen
sterility, growth, and yield.”

The corresponding interventions in
this scenario, he continued, include
selecting heat-tolerant crops to plant, like
fava bean, and cowpea, as well as
short-duration varieties.

He also suggested adjusting the
planting schedules, using improved
seedling production techniques, and
employing techniques that conserve soils'
nutrients and moisture.

“Efficient irrigation methods like drip
and micro-sprinkler systems, along with
organic soil amendments and foliar
nutrition, can enhance resilience and
ensure sustainable vegetable production,”
Asif added.

A persistent problem

Unlike food crops, however, fruit crops
can’t be rescued by crop rotation. They
need direct mitigation strategies. “For
example, advisories outline the necessary
sprays for early blooming, including
applications of growth regulators,”
according to Asif. “If almond trees bloom
early, specific measures are suggested to
protect the fruit. Similarly, in the event of
water loss, sprays containing
anti-transpirants and other essential
chemicals are recommended.”

He added that the availability of fodder
seed has also been a persistent problem
because the local production of seeds is
limited. And in a drought-like situation,
the production drops further.

“Since fodder is typically harvested at
the green stage, seed production does not
occur within the valley. However, seed
production is essential, and the university
has taken significant steps in this regard.
As part of a strategic approach, we
cultivate fodder seeds in the Jammu
region. Last year, we produced
approximately 300 quintals of foundation
seed and supplied it to the Department of
Agriculture and Animal Husbandry for
further multiplication,” Asif said.

(Hirra Azmat is a Kashmir-based
Jjournalist who writes extensively on health
and the environment. Her stories have
appeared in various local and national
publications. azmathirra@gmail.com)

THE GIST

The action plan for weather
fluctuations supports farmers
by providing logistics, farm
advisory services, and breeder
seed produced by SKUAST.
The right planting material is
paramount in drought-like
conditions

v

Researchers aid with drought
mitigation strategies like
mulching. They also advise on
the use of anti-transpirant
agents, promote
micro-irrigation systems, and
develop crop calendars which
specify altemate crops to be
planted in case of drought

v

Fruit crops can't be rescued
by rotation. They need direct
mitigation, which includes
sprays for early blooming and
growth regulators. In the
event of water loss, sprays
containing anti-transpirants
and other chemicals are
recommended

Helping Crops Survive Also Means Keeping Pests at Bay

HHel P T HT ATeId hicl Bl g T@aT T

With rising temperatures, pests that were previously docile have
become more invasive and active.
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For example, aphids, a common pest, completes its life cycle faster and produces
more generations per year in warmer weather.

3ETEX0T & ToIv, URhEH (aphids), S U ATAY HIT g, I AGH & 39«1 St T dsit &
T FXaT § 3R A # 30 difear seqea Far |

Leaf miner blotch, a pest of apple crops, has gone from being a minor issue to a
major concern for the same reason.

AP ATSR saire, ST A9 FT AT FT HIT §, DI FAEAT F 931 Ra1 1 Q9T 97 7127 8|

Issuing advisories and suggesting chemical control measures is necessary in such
situations, said Zafar Mehdi, Associate Professor at SKUAST.

THFYUTHE! F TRIATE GHET THT Agal of hal fob Vel TRIEATTAT 7 framait &t werme
IR T 3R THREAE REEOT 3T YT AR ¢

Action Plan and Advisory Services

FIT AT 3 WAL dare

The action plan includes multiple advisory services.
FT TITaAT H F qUHLT 910 A &

The meteorological department provides weather data, based on which crop
calendars are developed.

Alaar fasrmer HiwH 3T yeTe Far §, 5ae 3MUR 9T $Hd hast IR fFe IS

These calendars specify normal crop cycles and suggest alternate crops in case of
drought conditions.

4 HFAST WA BHoT Tohi 1 gofd 8 3R q@ At e & dfous waal o1 gema od &
Budgam, a significant vegetable-producing region, faces threats due to abrupt
climatic changes.

TSI, Sl Ueh AGAYUT Wesl! 3G &1 &, 1 HATeTah glet arel sreraryg IRaeial & @l |
Kharif vegetables, especially from Solanaceae and Cucurbitaceae families, suffer
from heat and water stress, impacting germination, pollen sterility, growth, and
yield.

Gl wiear, Ay &0 & A A FHfad alar #1, w9t i arl fr w0 @

wenfaa gYelt €, e 3igoT, SReroT avere, gefdr 3 IS W3R IS B

Interventions to Combat Climate Stress
STerary derd ¥ [Auea & 39y
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e Heat-tolerant crops like fava bean and cowpea are recommended.
At wfgsoy wael, SIE wrar et A ANfT ST Hr Forg & S B

e Adjusting planting schedules and using improved seedling production techniques
are also suggested.

qAT$ & FAT A IEe1d 3R I N TG qAFaAdI T ST el i AR T SArelr
gl

e Techniques that conserve soil nutrients and moisture help sustain crop production.
A & divs dcal i A F TIAT FIA arelt dAHeAlF FIST IcUIGT FATU W H A,
AT |

o Efficient irrigation methods, such as drip and micro-sprinkler systems, along with
organic soil amendments and foliar nutrition, enhance resilience.

3 3tk g Revirery Rieeer Stelt erer R fafrat, wmy € Sifass edY wene sk
et & NNOT, HHA Y AT ol &

Persistent Problems in Fruit Crops
Hel T HHAT H TR THATIT

e Unlike food crops, fruit crops cannot be saved by crop rotation and need direct
mitigation strategies.

TS FHaT & A, Fol T Bl T T W A8T TGT8 ST Fehd ! 31T 3¢ Te&T AT
oAt ST 3maRgeRar g &

o Advisories recommend necessary sprays for early blooming using growth
regulators.

AL # STedl Tl AT 9T Taeds T 3R s fag=et s 3udier & 1 worrg & S
gl

e For early-blooming almond trees, specific measures are suggested to protect the
fruit.

TEQ) T &et Tt TG & 93T & [T, Bl Y YA W@ F ey 3y geae ama &)

¢ In case of water loss, sprays containing anti-transpirants and essential chemicals
are used.

aTeT Y HAT H YT &, vé-grafiie iR smaeas ET arer T 1 39307 RaT ST §

Fodder Seed Availability Issues

TR & dIoT I ITASHAT T FAET
e Fodder seed production is limited, and drought conditions reduce availability
further.

TR & dieT FT 3cTeeT A &, 3N @ i Afa F swehr sueretrar 3 it w7 Y e 3
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e Since fodder is harvested at the green stage, seed production does not occur in
the valley.

FiTeh g $ HeT§ g 0T A gidl 8, ST a1é) & dfier 3curget w1gt gia|

o SKUAST has taken significant steps to address this issue by cultivating fodder
seeds in the Jammu region.

THHYUTHE & $H HATAT & FATUTT & foT Ageaqur F&H 301 g, o s 8T F aR
¥ Al Fr @ afAa B

e Last year, SKUAST produced approximately 300 quintals of foundation seed and
supplied it to the Department of Agriculture and Animal Husbandry for multiplication.

o a¥, TaFqueadt A F9renT 300 Face H3SeU dier FT 3caree fha 3 58 FR ik
qRITreT FAsTaT o Arqfet fFam arfeh 58 3T worar S ||

TOPICS COVERED (PCS Special)

1.Rescue Teams Step Up Work at SLBC Tunnel in Telangana
QAT H THUTSHT G H F41a G of Aof fFar w3t
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Rescue Teams Step Up Work at SLBC Tunnel in Telangana

QAT A THTSIHT LT H 419 gl A oo fHaT Fr
Rescue teams step
up work at SLBC
tunnel in Telangana

[PCs

Ravi Reddy
B. Chandrashekhar

HYDERABAD

Eleven days into the rescue
operation at the collapsed
Srisailam Left Bank Canal
(SLBC) tunnel in Domala-
penta of Nagarkurnool dis-
trict in Telangana, rescue
teams stepped up their
work with the hope of a
breakthrough.

Two excavators are be-
ing operated by the Army
inside the tunnel now.
“Search operation has got
expedited with the use of
the second excavator since
Monday night. The con-
veyor belt has also started
functioning today [Tues-
day],” a senior official who
is part of the rescue opera-
tion told The Hindu from
the SLBC tunnel site.

Most of the mangled me-
tal from the Tunnel Boring

Machine (TBM) has been
cut. “But there is a bit of de-
lay in loading these metal
parts on the loco platform.
We are exploring if the ex-
cavator can be used for this
purpose,” sources said.

To aid in the rescue op-
eration, a ventilator shaft
would be installed in the
last 50 metres. “This will
help rescue personnel
reach the end of the tunnel
easily,” it was said.

SCCL team

Officials said the Singareni
Collieries Company Limit-
ed (SCCL) rescue team with
rat miners are carefully dig-
ging some pockets. The
SCCL management has
been asked to increase the
manpower. “They are best
suited for removal of silt
and other material, and aid
in the rescue efforts,” it was
revealed.

Eleven days into the rescue
operation, teams continue work
at the collapsed Srisailam Left
Bank Canal (SLBC) tunnel in
Domalapenta, Nagarkurnool
district, Telangana, hoping for a
breakthrough.

TqRE e a1 8iY uma rfdare Iy,
& Il g% Aitersr dvre A Sherer
(THUSEIHT) FI@T, SheTemier,
ARG TorelT, AT F Fherd
&Y 35T & T FF FT W@ L

e Two excavators are currently being
operated by the Army inside the tunnel.

AT IR &Y Gars FeAflet (TFaaHhaer) giaT &
37T IATS ST T &

e The search operation was expedited with
the use of the second excavator on Monday
night.

WHAR T GE Fars Afet & 393hr & @

farer dor g I

e A conveyor belt started functioning on
Tuesday, improving the efficiency of debris
removal.

HIAR FI Fra T dee AE g%, Sra Fersr
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One of the two excavators in the collapsed part of the SLBC tunnel

¢ in Telangana. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT
geTeT Y uRRaT & ol IS -

Challenges in Metal Removal

T gea A getfat

e Most of the mangled metal from the Tunnel Boring Machine (TBM) has been cut.
gL T Afier (Sl @ srfRrier - erg F1E 1 T

e Thereis adelay in loading these metal parts onto the loco platform.
ST T 1A Y SAYRY TACHIA T 1S F A S @Y

o Officials are exploring if excavators can be used for metal removal.

siftr dw w@ § & 741 U st & o gard awefit &1 3w R S awar

Ventilator Shaft for Easier Access

mwh#qfaﬂ:i%ma"%@aem

o A ventilator shaft will be installed in the last 50 meters of the tunnel.
LT & A7 50 e 7 v e awe Fnfa @y seet|
e This will help rescue personnel reach the end of the tunnel easily.

wmﬁﬁﬁgﬁ#ﬁaﬁm#@#mml

SCCL Team's Role in Rescue

TgdETTe & &Y q9a AR 7 A

e Singareni Collieries Company Limited (SCCL) rescue team with rat miners is
carefully digging small pockets.
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R FfeaRs Fue ffAes (adidive) I sua a9, 3T A & a1y, 81 T A

gar$ F W ¢
¢ SCCL management has been asked to increase manpower for better efficiency.
THHIETS Yt i 8w A e F e e e §)

e SCCL experts are best suited for removing silt and debris, making their role crucial in
the rescue operation.

TaHHITd faeres g 3tk AT ge F wdAs §, fOwd o qEma afda F wgcayet
sifaeT s @ €1

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in g

Page63



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS



