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Calm after the confluence: The deserted sands of the Sangam in Prayagraj, WhICh wears a desolate look on Wednesday, days after the
conclusion of the Maha Kumbh. pTi
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Aurangzeb Remark: SP MLA Suspended from Assembly
3T feogofY: vad ferae Qs @ Aefaa

Aurangzeb remark:
SP MLA suspended
from Assembly

|GS Paper I: Aurangzeb |

Snehal Mutha
MUMBAI

Amid a controversy over
his praising of Mughal em-
peror Aurangzeb, Samaj-
wadi Party (SP) MLA Abu
Azmi was on Wednesday
suspended from the Maha-
rashtra Assembly till the
end of the ongoing Budget
Session. The ruling Mahay-
uti alliance had demanded
the suspension, accusing
him of being a “traitor”.

Higher Education Minis-
ter Chandrakant Patil, who
moved the resolution for
the suspension, said, “Mr.
Azmi’s comments are un-
becoming of his stature
and he has humiliated the
Assembly.”

On Monday, the SP
MLA, praising Aurangzeb,
said India flourished dur-
ing his reign, with “a GDP
of 24%”. “For Aurangzeb, it
was all about power and
wealth, religion has noth-
ing to do with it, and I
don’t believe he was a
cruel ruler,” he added.

After the suspension,
the Mankhurd legislator
said, “Despite retracting
my statements, apologis-
ing for my opinion, they
suspended me. This is go-

Abu Azmi

vernment’s arbitrariness. I
and my family are facing
death threats. I am receiv-
ing thousands of calls from
unknown numbers, curs-
ing me. I have done noth-
ing wrong. Made state-
ments on the basis of
evidence by historians. 1
will meet the Speaker and
see a way out.”

The Opposition Maha
Vikas Aghadi alliance also
criticised Mr. Azmi. Con-
gress leader Vijay Wadetti-
war came in support of the
government action.

The controversy had its
echo in the Uttar Pradesh
Assembly, where Chief Mi-
nister Yogi Adityanath
slammed Mr. Azmi. “The
SP should remove him and
bring to Uttar Pradesh. We
will give him the right
treatment,” he said.

Amid a controversy over his praising of Mughal
emperor Aurangzeb, Samajwadi Party (SP) MLA
Abu Azmi was on Wednesday suspended from the
Maharashtra Assembly till the end of the ongoing
Budget Session.

IS HATE TSI Y YHT Y AHT gU famg & o,
FATSraTE qret (TadY) femaes 3 3l Y qrar F
AERTSE TAUTTHHT F TAATT g€ T & I’ do fdfad
& e arm|

e The ruling Mahayuti alliance had demanded the suspension,
accusing him of being a “traitor”.

ARG AT el TS & foreiast T AT H, 37 W "ITEGR" &1t T
3R ST |

o Higher Education Minister Chandrakant Patil, who moved the
resolution for the suspension, said, “Mr. Azmi’s comments are
unbecoming of his stature and he has humiliated the Assembly.”

3= 8T 7Y Tgaia TR, Segia farees & fore gvara 9o fFar, &
T, it Tt Y Rroqult 3573 g & 1w AL ¥ 3R IRl
fUTETWHT F1 39AT fHam &1

Azmi’s Statement on Aurangzeb

AT F7 3T W T

¢ On Monday, the SP MLA, praising Aurangzeb, said India flourished during his reign,
with “a GDP of 24%”.

Wﬁ,uﬁﬁmﬁaﬁ@ﬁﬁmﬁwﬁ?w%mamﬁmw
oT1, 3T " SIS 24%" 2|

e “For Aurangzeb, it was all about power and wealth, religion had nothing to do with
it, and | don'’t believe he was a cruel ruler,” he added.

"3ETST F T I8 oo 9T 3R 4 7 AT 247, €9 FT 50 FIE AAT-3A1 AET o7, 3R
ST AET T o TE T AF &, 35511 |
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Reactions and Threats

P

After the suspension, the Mankhurd legislator said, “Despite retracting my
statements and apologising, they still suspended me. This is government’s
arbitrariness.”

foreiae & a1e, AWYE ¥ e 7 g, A} sroer a7 araw o forw ik Ardy st A, R
3T 7pgt feifare Y feram| e SR it AFAmE 1

‘l'and my family are facing death threats. | am receiving thousands of calls from
unknown numbers, cursing me.”

"# 3R A aRER Al Fr Al w1 AT @ 1 A IHAAT AG § FART FeA 37
&, et oy amferait & o @ &1

“I have done nothing wrong. | made statements on the basis of evidence by
historians. | will meet the Speaker and see a way out.”

AN F& e wgt | Hor sfograRt & waAToi & MR o g faw| A rear & feEm
3R SHHT WATUTT AT

Political Responses

Tt ifas gfafsame

The Opposition Maha Vikas Aghadi alliance also criticised Mr. Azmi.
gl #gT AT 3ramY raaeT o off st 3merHY Y ImArTaT
Congress leader Vijay Wadettiwar supported the government action.
FEA AdT AT T3TEAR o TS FRATS FHT GASA R

The controversy had its echo in the Uttar Pradesh Assembly, where Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath slammed Mr. Azmi.

Ie e 3av waer frereras & off ajam, STET FEgws Al snfecaary 2 4 et W
formmaT Tmem|

“The SP should remove him and bring him to Uttar Pradesh. We will give him the
right treatment,” he said.

"HHTSTATEY ITEf Y 3o geTa 3 Yol oT=T A1eT| gH 3o¢ 3T e fA@Iear," Iegier
el |

Aurangzeb (1657-1707)
3R (1657-1707)
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e Aurangzeb (1657-1707), also known as Alamgir, was the sixth emperor of the
Mughal Empire, ruling from 1658 to 1707.

IRITAT (1657-1707), ToI& TR & ATH @ 1 ST ST &, I THST F B

AT 3, [Siegisl 1658 & 1707 deh AT fohaT|

o His reign marked a significant departure from the policies of his predecessors,
emphasizing orthodox Islamic principles and expanding the empire to its
greatest territorial extent.

3eTch MHT o Sofeh adicidl sl HIcIal § Teh 3T deelld e, foras Higel
TS fRAgHTdal W SR 131 3137 3R AHST & 58 Fad 93 41 ¥R dh
qg AT

Religious Policies
enfate Aifaar
e Orthodox Islamic Patronage: Upon ascending the throne, Aurangzeb sought to
enforce strict adherence to Islamic laws. He discontinued practices he deemed
un-Islamic, such as the celebration of the Persian New Year (Nowruz), and
prohibited music and dance at the royal court.

FEeT SEATAS AIRTOT: FHGTHT W ASe & d1G, NI o FEATHT FIeal o T&aT
YTeleT Sh1 of19] el T HITRIL I | Segie] BIRHAT AaY (FaNeT) S BRI 1 IR-
SERATTAS Hleldl §U e Y fdm 3R AT e & Ffrer 31K e 9 Jfser o fem|
e Reimposition of Jizyah Tax: In 1679, Aurangzeb reinstated the Jizyah, a tax
levied on non-Muslims, which had been abolished by his predecessors. This

move was perceived as a step towards Islamic orthodoxy and alienated many
Hindu subjects.

ST FT AT GaT: F@Tell: 1679 A, 319 o SATrAT FT 61 T & 19 b, it 3R-
HHEATAL I ST ST AT 3N 5@ 3o7eh qaafciat o garea w1 2 ar| 58 weqA
SEATTAF HEEIAT T AN Th HGH A 17 AR 570 F§ g I aAR1 8 78|

o Destruction of Temples: Aurangzeb ordered the demolition of several Hindu
temples, including prominent ones like the Kashi Vishwanath Temple in
Varanasi and the Keshav Rai Temple in Mathura. These actions were part of his
policy to promote Islam and suppress other religions.

ARRY &7 eaw: 3RO o F§ Rg ARRY I tava F &7 3meer fgzm, e armor
w1 FrefY feaarer AT 3R FYW F1 Fera T AR S vHE AT A A1 A
FRATSIT FEATH HI F6TaT &=t 31 3T UAT HY garad Y A Fr gear A

Conflict with Chatrapati Shivaji
oaufa Rarsh ¥ ary vy
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e Rise of Shivaji: Shivaji Bhonsle, born in 1630, was the son of Shahji Bhonsle
and Jijabai. Under the mentorship of Dadaji Kondadev, he mastered guerrilla
warfare tactics, which became instrumental in his resistance against larger
forces.

frarsit #1 3g7: 1630 & Si=A RAarsi W, e swa 3R Sfermars & g7 3
gIeTSit Hised & ANGY #, 3611 ANeAT Jeu AT A, s 93 geHe &
e 3o7eh Fes  AgcayuT A1 g5 |

e Assassination of Afzal Khan: In 1659, Shivaji employed guerrilla tactics to Kill

Afzal Khan, a formidable general of the Bijapur Sultanate, marking a significant
victory that bolstered his reputation.

3hoTel Wl T §edT: 1659 H, TSl o R IOTHITA T ITAT X ey
HodeTd & ATFARATON HATITcl IHFsTel WIeT T AR [GAT| TG 3eTehl Ueh Aca Ul Silc]
oY, foredr e7ehr fcrsar 3R 9|

e Clashes with Mughal Forces: Alarmed by Shivaji's growing power, Aurangzeb
dispatched his maternal uncle, Shaista Khan, to subdue him. In a daring raid in
1663, Shivaji attacked Shaista Khan's quarters, injuring him and killing his son.

HIT Vel & AT 739 RIATSH T Tl AT T @y RIS 7 3791 AT,
QITSEAT Wl I AT dTfeh dg FAATSHT Sl GaT Hoh | 1663 H Teh HATg T gHol H, fRarsir
o ATSEAT WTeT & AT W gHe v, ST ASEAT @I g1 §) 9747 31T 3T ST
HRT I14T7|

o Treaty of Purandar (1665): Faced with mounting Mughal pressure, Shivaji
signed the Treaty of Purandar in 1665 with Raja Jai Singh | of Amber, a Mughal

commander. As per the treaty, Shivaji ceded 23 out of 35 forts to the Mughals
and agreed to serve as a vassal.

qET | (1665): AT & qga GaTd & HROT, RIaTsll o 1665 H AT & [T 7
fiE wueT (S Teh Aol BAraf &) & @ qieT B WY w1 gEanr Ful e Ef S
e, Rrarsht & 3 35 el 3 I 23 Rrer Aparelt Y \iT e iR Ferelt & srefie @
W HgHATT TS|

e Escape from Agra: In 1666, during a visit to Aurangzeb's court in Agra, Shivaji
felt insulted and was placed under house arrest. He orchestrated a daring
escape, concealed in baskets, and returned to the Deccan to resume his
campaigns.

HART T HPTET: 1666 H, ST9 RAaTel 3REST & 39RT @R & 37T, Y 30¢ AT T
HEHH §IHT 3R 3o I[E Aoag oh< [T I1T| 3ogle] T WIGTAD ST Y Frofell
TS, AR # BT 79 Awd, 3R gfaior st (geFaeT) clicat 39 31fFare
9% fohu|
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Coronation and Legacy: Shivaji crowned himself Chatrapati (Emperor) in

1674, establishing the Maratha Empire. His death in 1680 posed a significant
challenge to Aurangzeb, as the Marathas continued their resistance under
leaders like Sambhaji and later Rajaram.

TS 3T RATEa: 1674 &/, Rars & a7 1 oaufa (@a3R) O fFar ik
ARSI HIHTST 1 FATTAT | 1680 H a7t g & 913, Ig Aeraia & fow v a5
Al 57 973, Fifeh AXTSTHT 7 FHTSit AR A1g ’ TIARH F Aqfed H werd sy 1@

Annexation of Deccan Sultanates

SFdhel Hodedd! FT [

Bijapur (1686): Aurangzeb annexed the Bijapur Sultanate in 1686, eliminating a
significant Deccan power and expanding Mughal territory.

HISITT (1686): 1686 H HETAT 7 ISR FedeTa S FHIrd VAT A A for,
forady veh Ageaqul gaFhell AT FATSH &1 715 3R 1T AT T AR g3

Golconda (1687): In 1687, he captured the Golconda Sultanate, known for its
diamond mines, further consolidating Mughal control over the Deccan.

MAFST (1687): 1687 A, AT & MAH3T HedeTd T Fooll FT T, S 39+ R
1 @ral & v giee o) g6 gerhe I HIET HT @707 AR AT g3
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Who will apologzse to the ‘Himalayans™

|GS Paper I: Tribes

ecently, Norway’s

Parliament issued a

formal apology for its

assimilation policies
targeting the Sami, Kven, and
Forest Finn peoples. These
policies, known as
Norwegianisation, were
implemented between the 1850s
and 1960s to suppress indigenous
languages and cultures. Alongside
the apology, the government
proposed measures to address
ongoing discrimination, such as
protecting indigenous languages
and monitoring inclusion efforts
starting in 2027.

Although Norway has repealed
discriminatory laws and
established symbolic rights, such
as a Sami Parliament, challenges
persist. Sami languages remain
endangered, and indigenous
groups face inequities in
healthcare, education, and land
rights.

Nordic, Himalayan parallels
The experiences of Nordic and
Himalayan communities share
some parallels. The Himalayan
region spans 2,500 kilometres
from Afghanistan to northeast
India and contains the world’s
largest ice reserves after the two
poles. Like the Nordics, Himalayan
communities face climate-induced
disasters and centuries of resource
exploitation.

The region is home to 52 million
people from various tribes, clans,
ethnicities, and religions. These
include the Gaddis and Kinnauras
in Himachal Pradesh; Lepchas,
Bhutiyas, and Mons in Sikkim and
Ladakh; and diverse groups in
Arunachal Pradesh, such as the
Abor, Aka, Apatani, and Mishmi.
The Khas, Kalash, and other ethnic
groups span Afghanistan, Pakistan,
and Nepal. These communities
have faced waves of assimilation
through colonialism,
post-independence
nation-building, and neoliberal
economic policies.

During British colonial rule,
trade and forest laws impacted
Himalayan communities. In the
northeast, tribes were coerced into

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Tikender Singh
Panwar

Former Deputy Mayor,

Shimla, and Member,
Kerala Urban
Commission. Adviser
to a few Himalayan
think tanks working
on alternative models
of development

Traditional
practices and
ethnic diversity
in the
Himalayan
region are
increasingly
marginalised in
favour of
profit-driven
initiatives

accepting colonial trade terms,
involving goods such as tea, gold,
silk, and opium. In some regions,
trade blockades devastated local
economies. According to A.S.R.
Foreign proceedings, 1881, “An
interesting result of blockade of
1874, as reported by Colonel
Graham, revealed cultural
operations of the hill people were
suspended because they could not
procure iron from the plains to
manufacture dao jhooms and
marriages stopped as the supply of
silk cloth was blocked.”

Likewise, in Himachal Pradesh
and Uttarakhand, forest laws were
enacted to ensure a regular supply
of timber for laying the railway
lines in India. An article in
‘Prehistory of Community Forestry
in India’, underlines that “between
1853 and 1910 more than eighty
thousand kilometres of track were
laid in the subcontinent. Great
chunks of forest were destroyed to
meet the demand for railway
sleepers. The sal forests of Garhwal
and Kumaun, for example, were
felled in even to desolation.”

After India’s independence,
Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru
advocated for respecting tribal
ways of life. Mr. Nehru pointed
out: “ ... am not at all sure which
is the better way of living, the
tribal or own. In some respects [
am quite certain theirs is better.
Therefore, it is grossly
presumptuous on our part to
approach them with an air of
superiority, or to tell them what to
do or not to do. There is no point
in trying to make them a
second-rate copy of ourselves.”

This humanistic approach
influenced policies for about 15
years. However, by the 5th and 6th
Five-Year Plans, rapid resource
exploitation in tribal regions began
to disrupt local ecosystems and
cultures.

The 1990s marked a significant
shift in Himalayan governance.
Unlike other Indian States, which
had some industrial base,
Himalayan States emerged due to
geographical and multi-ethnic
considerations. This era
introduced fiscal policies that
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pressured States to generate their
own revenue. Tourism and
hydropower became dominant
economic activities, leading to
extensive environmental
degradation and cultural erosion.
Hydropower projects, in
particular, exemplify the
exploitative development model.
In March 2015, then-Chief Minister
Nabam Tuki said: “After the
commissioning of just three
ongoing hydro-power projects in
the State, that it would earn 3445
crore annually as revenue from
12% power supplied by the projects
free for the State to sell. At the
completion of all ongoing projects,
Arunachal Pradesh would meet
40% of India’s power demand and
graduate from severe dependence
to financial self-sufficiency.” This is
another feature of assimilation.
However, such projects often
bypass local laws, undermining
tribal land ownership governed by
customary practices. Despite legal
protections, a nexus of
bureaucrats, politicians, and
corporations has facilitated
large-scale land acquisition for
hydropower development. This
“hydro-criminality,” as described
by civil society groups, exemplifies
the prioritisation of economic
growth over cultural preservation
and environmental sustainability.
Traditional practices and ethnic
diversity in the Himalayan region
are increasingly marginalised in
favour of profit-driven initiatives.

Lessons from Norway
Norway’s apology to the Sami
people highlights the importance
of acknowledging historical
injustices and committing to
reconciliation. For the Himalayan
region, a similar acknowledgment
is long overdue. The exploitation
of natural resources and the
erosion of cultural identities
demand accountability and a shift
toward sustainable, inclusive
development.

While Norway's federal
government has taken a step
toward justice, the question
remains: who will apologise to the
‘Himalayans’?
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Who will apologise to the ‘Himalayans’?

'RATIIAIAAT @ AT FiT AAT?

Recently, Norway’s Parliament issued a formal apology for its
assimilation policies targeting the Sami, Kven, and Forest Finn
peoples.

&1 &1 H, AT Y TS of ATHY, FIT 3R BREC T A9 ) IfddT FI arelt
HATAAA Afaat & v sitaarRes ATdY ST &)

e These policies, known as Norwegianisation, were implemented between the 1850s
and 1960s to suppress indigenous languages and cultures.

o7 Il I AT TIIATS RN & §9 H SATAT AT § 3R 1850 / 1960 & §2AF & oI o9
e aram o, o Fageft smanat sttt epfort =1 garan o ae |

e Alongside the apology, the government proposed measures to address ongoing
discrimination, such as protecting indigenous languages and monitoring inclusion
efforts starting in 2027.

ATHY & HIY, TN o TeT T§ AGHTT hl & el o Tl IUTAT T JEclTa 1@, S Faael
STST3T T &I 3R 2027  FATAAT FITHT Y FATRredt|

e Although Norway has repealed discriminatory laws and established symbolic rights,
such as a Sami Parliament, challenges persist.

glelifeh, AA1d o AGHTAYUT FIefaAl Y Tgg X 6T § 3N Tellarera Ifaar 1 i wel wwe
FTT forw 8, Sf eftforr o= g5 1

¢ Sami languages remain endangered, and indigenous groups face inequities in
healthcare, education, and land rights.

|TAY $TeTC 3rsft oft WerearEa B, 3N Fadelt gl I Fareey dwer, e st afy
HTOFRT H rFATTATHT T AT HAT I35 T 8

Nordic, Himalayan parallels

sAifss 3R fEHATe=—N ¥AETaT

e The experiences of Nordic and Himalayan communities share some parallels.
T 9 | a; 9 . ﬁ- Pl U%I
e The Himalayan region spans 2,500 kilometres from Afghanistan to northeast India
and contains the world’s largest ice reserves after the two poles.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page9

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

CONTACT: 9971932488 13
feTerdt 81 srpamTferEaTer & EIAT TR Ao 2,500 RReHTET hell 31 & 317 7€ aF gat &

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

g g FT Fa@ T3T TF SR WA & |
Like the Nordics, Himalayan communities face climate-induced disasters and
centuries of resource exploitation.

ATSF alran HT e, RaArerdt waarr off srerarg-aRa smuersi 3k wfeat & wamwE & e
T GTHAT F B &

The region is home to 52 million people from various tribes, clans, ethnicities, and
religions.

Ig &1 52 AT At &1 @R 8, 5 faffea Sreronfaal, sdter, srcaransit sitv a=t a &1
These include the Gaddis and Kinnauras in Himachal Pradesh; Lepchas, Bhutiyas,

and Mons in Sikkim and Ladakh; and diverse groups in Arunachal Pradesh, such as
the Abor, Aka, Apatani, and Mishmi.

goTa feaTae waer & a1ed) ik e, RAfFFa 3iik sggr@ & aaen, syfen silv A, 3k
ITOTEI Y& o AR Hogg I 3, 3TahT, Jrararedt 3 freadt enfaer g1

The Khas, Kalash, and other ethnic groups span Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Nepal.
T, FTET 3R 3T SATCHT FHg HBMAETed, TMfhEre A AT I thel gUE|

These communities have faced waves of assimilation through colonialism, post-
independence nation-building, and neoliberal economic policies.

ol THer 1 At A, Fadaar-3wid use fasfor sk Aazerard snfde Afot
& FATETH ¥ TATAAUA T g\ T TTHAT AT IS ¢ |

Colonial and post-independence impact

During British colonial rule, trade and forest laws impacted Himalayan
communities.

fafeer sitafaafis amaer & e, SR 3R ae Frepet = RaATerdt woperat & veiaa
fera|

In the northeast, tribes were coerced into accepting colonial trade terms, involving
goods such as tea, gold, silk, and opium.

QafeR 9 &, STefonfaal 1 =, |, T AR 3w S 3curel @ oS stuforafis
SATIR 2l T FHHR FA & [T Forey T ar|

In some regions, trade blockades devastated local economies.
O 4131 H, AR ATHIEE! o TATAT Irfegaeyrait i derg X &2
According to A.S.R. Foreign Proceedings, 1881, a blockade in 1874 led to the

suspension of cultural operations, as the hill people could not procure iron for dao
jhooms or silk cloth for marriages.

v.vq 3. el FaTE, 1881 & TR, 1874 FY ATRIEE! & HRUT WEFfaw afafaferat
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IR g 913, Fifoh TeTST oleT a13it $[A a=iret & e aigT a7 ey & forw Yeredt Fast 77

gred R T |

In Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand, forest laws ensured a regular supply of
timber for laying railway lines in India.

feaTerer waer 3 ITEs A, T FAT B SH e A1 fHAT AT o SR F Yo oSt
faT a3 i faafAa srqfd giafeaa g as)
An article in ‘Prehistory of Community Forestry in India’ highlights that between 1853

and 1910, more than 80,000 kilometres of track were laid, leading to mass
deforestation.

‘AR H AT arferehr T 9 3fae & AR, 1853 & 1910 & & 80,000 fFalfler
& 37 Yerd & SoTe a1, foed 93 dAe X ol Y Fers g5l

The sal forests of Garhwal and Kumaun were felled to desolation.

TGaTer AR FATS & WISl & STl 1 HATCT HY g o FHIeT 47|

Post-independence policies

After India’s independence, Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru advocated for
respecting tribal ways of life.

AR Y TIGFAT & JIc, TUTAFHAT STATEIATST AGE o1 ST T S aeTdtely & FFATT T
A R

Nehru stated: “I am not at all sure which is the better way of living, the tribal or our own...
Therefore, it is grossly presumptuous on our part to approach them with an air of
superiority.”

6w o el "He ool ¢l Fehiet AE1 & foh SiieT T dgeik LT hisl AT 8, ST AT
EART... SATAT, Jg gAY AT T HATAF RN 8191 [ 55 376 ASSAT T HIaaAT A 3@ |

This humanistic approach influenced policies for about 15 years, but by the 5th and
6th Five-Year Plans, rapid resource exploitation began disrupting local ecosystems
and cultures.

Ig ATIIATAIET TISCHIUT TTIIT 15 I8T deh AlTa- T ATOT F FTdT 8T, Sferer 5dt 3ty odt
Taast FSATT & SR, A FHIY Qoo A FUT aRPufaeT 3t aepfat wr
FHTIA AT YE T e

Shift in Himalayan Governance in the 1990s
1990 & gU® A fgATaAY ATHeT & sgAd

The 1990s marked a significant shift in Himalayan governance.

1990 T e fFATerY et H Ueh HecdqUT dgoira ohi Fcileh ol
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Unlike other Indian States, which had some industrial base, Himalayan States
emerged due to geographical and multi-ethnic considerations.

3 HARAT AT & Fauliet, foiateh o $o 3iteafas smur ur, Rarerh usx stnfas
3R 95-ITeliT FREFT & FHROT 3|

9
This era introduced fiscal policies that pressured States to generate their own
revenue.

39 R 7 oI Afaat oo it 15, orad Tl IR FaF &7 TAFT 3cdee HIo1 FI ga1g
§¢ 91T

Tourism and hydropower became dominant economic activities, leading to
extensive environmental degradation and cultural erosion.

HiEpH T &Rt 3|

Hydropower and Exploitative Development

Srerfaega AR aworary R

Hydropower projects exemplify the exploitative development model.

Fafacgd IRASATE Aot faera ATse 1 3STEX0T TEdd HLe & |

In March 2015, then-Chief Minister Nabam Tuki stated that after the commissioning of
just three hydro-power projects, the State would earn ¥445 crore annually from 12%
free power supplied to the State.

AT 2015 H, Teehlollel FEIHAT AT ThY o el [ harel dlet STerfagga TRATSTAT3H &
e[ 8le o §Te; A I 12% A fsrell & 445 FU3 i Tred gred g

He further claimed that after the completion of all projects, Arunachal Pradesh would
meet 40% of India’s power demand and achieve financial self-sufficiency.

3egie 31731 gl foh T8l TRATSTAT3IT o G BleT TN, ITTUTTEer WG HRA HT 40% farsrelt #fr
1 e 3R 3 smenfasiar gred e

However, such projects often bypass local laws, undermining tribal land ownership
governed by customary practices.

CART AT AT $f FaTfiea St AR e 8|

Despite legal protections, a nexus of bureaucrats, politicians, and corporations
has enabled large-scale land acquisition for hydropower development.

FTeleA! &I & dTdofe, AlRTeel, Tetadnait AR Fufaal & ety 7 sTafaeya s &
T 93 YA W) S arfrargor &l Heva S|

This “hydro-criminality”, as described by civil society groups, prioritises economic
growth over cultural preservation and environmental sustainability.

3R gafaRvi PuRar @ sfas waf@sar i g
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o Traditional practices and ethnic diversity in the Himalayan region are increasingly
marginalised in favour of profit-driven initiatives.

AT a7 7 qRaRe gUTe 31T ST [AfAerar smer-geamer Asransit & gaT & gifde a3 ST
W El

Lessons from Norway

Ad ¥ AEs 9T 91

 Norway’s apology to the Sami people highlights the importance of acknowledging
historical injustices and committing to reconciliation.

AT it ATE T A & TTT WaE R A F wERa 3 gag A vidagyar & A
T gl 81

o For the Himalayan region, a similar acknowledgment is long overdue.

Reameralt &t o fore o Tl aeraea sga vee 3 ST e )

e The exploitation of natural resources and the erosion of cultural identities demand
accountability and a shift toward sustainable, inclusive development.

yifae FaTe=T & Aor iR WiEpfae ggarT & &RoT & fAU srareeet 3N Haa, warae
fashrar & 31 IRade mavae g

« While Norway’s federal government has taken a step toward justice, the question
remains: who will apologise to the ‘Himalayans’?

aﬁaﬁaﬁrﬁaﬁwmﬁm@rﬁm#mm&aﬁa@mﬂaﬂgﬁ&
‘RATATARAAT F ATEY HleT AT
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(GS Paper I1: Polity, Governance, and International Relations)

1. U.S. Will Impose Reciprocal Tariffs from April 2: Trump

3rARET 2 3riter @ wfaanelt e semee: €
2. Retain Existing LS Seats for Next 30 Years: T.N. Parties
3rerer 30 st aF Aieer AFwsT Wi R W afde=ng g
3. Little Progress in Centralising Administration of Eklavya
Schools

UFHeed Thell & TATH & FAIHI0T 7 F Farfe
4. Humour, Perversity
greg, i

5. Over-centralisation threatens federal health policy

AT FEHI0T FT FAELT Afd & v @aw

6. Warriors of Hope

TRIT FRAFArT 1 werd! it fAama & fow sfera aisfas

&Y JTaRIHdT

7. A Brief History of the Russia-Ukraine War
TH-ehel Jo o T AT Ffaera

8. No Response from India on Trump Tariffs So Far
€9 ¢NE I 31F a& HRA T FI$ gfafrar gt

9. India a Good Venue for Production and Capacity
Expansion

HR Scutee 3 &1AdT fawdr & fav ve sug+d T

10. Army Surrounds South Sudan Vice-President’s
Residence as Allies Are Arrested

gTRIOT {STeT A 3IYNSEUTar & ATaTH HY AT o O, WA
PRTFaR
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11. Greenland is ours, says PM Egede, defying Trump threat

"HfeTels EARTE," TUTAAN TS A T T UHAT FI AFR §U

el

U.S. will impose reciprocal
tarifis from April 2: Trump

US. President terms ‘high’ levies by India, others as ‘very unfair’; he says if these countries don't

manufacture their products in America, they will pay a tariff and in ‘some cases, a rather large one’

[GS Paper II: India-US |

Press Trust of India
NEW YORK/WASHINGTON

.S. President Do-
Unald Trump criti-
cised the high ta-

riffs charged by India and
other countries, terming
them as “very unfair” and
announced reciprocal ta-
riffs from April 2 on na-
tions that impose levies on
American goods.

Mr. Trump made these
remarks in an address to
the Joint Session of the
Congress on Tuesday. It
was the first address of his
second term in the White
House. Mr. Trump was
sworn in as the 47th Presi-
dent of the U.S. on January
20.

“If you don’t make your
product in America, ho-
wever, under the Trump
administration, you will
pay a tariff and in some

Trade in numbers

Tables show top exports and imports between the U.S. and India from April 2024 to Nov. 2024

India’s total exports to the U.S.

$52 . 9 billion

TOP EXPORTS TO U.S.

India’s total imports from the U.S.

29.6 billion

TOP IMPORTS FRO

Electrical $7.6bn Mineral fuels and oils | $9.9bn
machinery Precious stones/ $3.2bn
Precious stones/ $6.3bn metals :
. ’ .
metals > Nuclear reactors & $2.8bn
Pharmaceuticals $5.9bn 6 boilers .
cases, a rather large one,”  riffs than we charge them,”  said during Prime Minister

Mr. Trump said. “Other
countries have used tariffs
against us for decades and
now it’s our turn to start
using them against those
other countries. On aver-
age, the European Union,
China, Brazil, India, Mexi-
co and Canada — have you
heard of them? And count-
less other nations charge
us tremendously higher ta-

the U.S. President said.

India’s tariffs
“It’s very unfair. India
charges us auto tariffs high-

er than 100 per cent.” In
February, Mr. Trump said
that his administration
would “soon” impose reci-
procal tariffs on countries
such as India and China,
reiterating what he had

Narendra Modi’s visit to
the U.S. capital last month.

He has made it clear to
Prime Minister Modi that
India will not be spared
from the reciprocal tariffs
and emphasised that “no-
body can argue with me”
on tariff structure.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12

U.S. Will Impose Reciprocal Tariffs from April 2: Trump
3 AR 2 e & wfareedt oo wemeem: gv
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U.S. President Donald Trump criticised the high tariffs charged by
India and other countries, terming them as “very unfair”.

AR Iegufer skeTes Su aF SR 3R 3+ 2 G@RT T AT 3T Yok A
el 1 3§/ "9 FRT A

e He announced reciprocal tariffs from April 2 on nations that impose levies on
American goods.

3egiel BIYOTT 1 o 2 3r¥ter & 37 G2t o) wfcreief e S Seer St 3R el 91
HT T §

e Mr. Trump made these remarks in an address to the Joint Session of Congress on
Tuesday.

Al €9 Ig T HIAR $ FIAF $ FIF T 1 T I gV e
e It was the first address of his second term in the White House
IE TETSC FI3H A IeTah GEY FIAFTA T Tgall HTYOT AT|
e Mr. Trump was sworn in as the 47th President of the U.S. on January 20.

it €0 & 20 FAA T IARFT & 473 TSl & T H AT <N |

Tariff Policy Under Trump Administration
€9 JRATHeT Y ek Alfa

o “If you don’t make your product in America, you will pay a tariff and in some cases, a
rather large one,” Mr. Trump said.

I T 39T 3TE; AT 3 A FTeY, Y 3T T Qo &1 @YoM, 3R o AT
7 g ST 37fR grem,” A 9 o T

e “Other countries have used tariffs against us for decades, and now it's our turn to
start using them against those countries.”

"k 3T G2 G2 U G TR Yo o9 T¢ §, 379 gAY Y § o g7 3o 37 galf R A |
e “On average, the European Union, China, Brazil, India, Mexico, and Canada charge
tremendously higher tariffs than we charge them,” he said.

"TUd FE, AT, sreiien, 3R, AFFTR! 3R FeAret oA &0 g AT agd JAF Yo

o &, 3oale STl

India’s Tariffs Under Criticism

HI & Yoo T AT Tl

o “It's very unfair. India charges us auto tariffs higher than 100%,” Mr. Trump
remarked.

"IE qgd HAAT | 9 §H W 100% & A 3ifel oo oarmar &, ot €9 7 el
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In February, Mr. Trump said that his administration would “soon” impose reciprocal
tariffs on countries such as India and China.

T #, ot €0 7 e foh SeTehr TR STeg 8 8T 3R et Sy qaut ox yfcrenedt oo

[T |

He reiterated this stance during Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Washington

last month.

Retain existing LS
seats for next 30
years: T.N. parties

Firm stand: T.N. Chief Minister M.K. Stalin arrives at the Secretariat
for the all-party meeting in Chennai. RAGUR.

TGS Paper Il:

EDeIimitation

An  all-party meeting
chaired by Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
here on Wednesday unani-
mously urged the Centre to
retain the existing number
of Lok Sabha seats and the
constitutional boundaries
for the next 30 years
beyond 2026. A resolution
adopted at the meeting
said Tamil Nadu’s existing
718% of the total seats
must not be reduced under
any circumstances during
the delimitation exercise.
[In 2001, the 84th Consti-
tutional Amendment had
frozen the constituency
boundaries till the first
Census after 2026.]

The meeting also decid-
ed to constitute a Joint Ac-
tion Committee compris-
ing representatives of
political parties from all
southern States to create
awareness and take for-
ward the struggle to pre-
vent reduction of seats.

“It is unjustifiable to re-
duce the number of Lok
Sabha seats of the south-
ern States because they
have effectively imple-
mented population control
measures. The Centre
should retain the existing

arrangement for the next
30 years beginning from
2026 as promised by then
Prime Minister [Atal Bihari
Vajpayee] in 2000 that de-
limitation would be decid-
ed based on the 1971 cen-
sus. It is necessary to make
other States implement
population control mea-
sures,” Mr. Stalin said, pro-
posing resolutions to be
adopted in the all-party
meeting.

‘Grave danger’

The resolutions con-
demned the delimitation
exercise planned by the
BJP-led Union government,
saying it was posing a grave
danger to the political re-
presentation of Tamil Na-
du and other southern
States.

Mr. Stalin said the de-
limitation would result in
indelible injustice to Tamil
Nadu if the Lok Sabha seats
were reduced, as the BJP
government was not ready
to listen even to the voices
of 39 MPs. “We must take a
firm stand on the issue. We
have to unequivocally op-
pose the delimitation
based on the census in
2026,” he said.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12

3egiel I8 910 Roe A Te=#Ha a3g AE Y iR = & SN
off SIS |

e Mr. Trump made it clear to Prime Minister Modi that India will
not be spared from reciprocal tariffs.

A €9 & Fyse FT 2T foh e w1 wfaranedt grew @ ge a@ st

e He emphasised that “nobody can argue with me” on tariff
structure.

35giet SR S e o " i off S Yo gl TN 969 81 F:X
HFAT |

Retain Existing LS Seats for Next 30 Years:
T.N. Parties

379rer 30 Nt aF AlogT AFHaT E NN -
dfAeaTg g

An all-party meeting chaired by Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister M.K. Stalin on Wednesday unanimously
urged the Centre to retain the existing number of
Lok Sabha seats and constitutional boundaries for
the next 30 years beyond 2026.

TUAR HY TATAATZ F AEIHN TH.F. Ferfae
HEYETT A §§ FAGAY 365 A Fg THR § 2026 F 915
37erer 30 St aF AiS[ET AwwaT Hel ik wdenfasw
HATHT T FATT I@T F7 317 FHhaT|

e Aresolution adopted at the meeting stated that Tamil Nadu’s
existing 7.18% of total seats must not be reduced under any
circumstances during the delimitation exercise.

S5 A UIRa T¥ara # er a3 o afferrg i Alser 7.18% AwweT

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page17



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

g il CONTACT: 9971932488

o
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

et w aRHdfiwe ufhar F ghuer fredlt off Rufa & o a8 fvar sem @Rl

In 2001, the 84th Constitutional Amendment had frozen the constituency
boundaries till the first Census after 2026.

2001 &, 849 Wt TN & dgd 2026 & 91 Ugell SINVIST da farasT a7 &Y
A3 Y TATANT FT = 7w v

Joint Action Committee Formation

HYF HRATS ATATA T TS

The meeting also decided to constitute a Joint Action Committee comprising
representatives of political parties from all southern States.

Yo & gg o AT o ar o gfaroft ot & Teft Tereiifas ol & gt fr s
TYFA FNars ARt afsa i s

The committee will create awareness and take forward the struggle to prevent
reduction of seats.

Ig AT SIRrRdT der S 31 Hiet i &g # Feld F A & e e F 3mar
Crangifl

“It is unjustifiable to reduce the number of Lok Sabha seats of southern States

because they have effectively implemented population control measures,” said Mr.
Stalin.

st FerfareT =1 FeT, "SRl Tsal Fr dwwe Hiel F FH FE R § 0 St
STHEAT fA=0r 3T Y Ferelt gor ¥ ey R 31"

Reference to Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s Promise

3rea e arerd=ft & givor &7 est

The Centre should retain the existing arrangement for the next 30 years beginning
from 2026, as promised by then Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee in 2000.

2000 H deahTellet TUTTHAT 3eel fagr areradt garT fFT 7T a1 & AR, e TIHR A
2026 & 39T 30 ST T HIS[ET SATEAT FATC TW=AT ARV

Mr. Stalin proposed resolutions to be adopted in the all-party meeting, emphasizing
that delimitation should be based on the 1971 Census.

it FIfde o wagelT 357 F wrdTa Feqa R, fSE 1971 A S0 & HUR )
TR FI Y ArERIAFAT W SR fem ar|

‘Grave Danger’ Due to Delimitation

IR HT A ‘TR @R
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e Theresolutions condemned the delimitation exercise planned by the BJP-led
Union government, stating that it posed a grave danger to the political
representation of Tamil Nadu and other southern States.

yEamal # fiAd & Aqeq arelt Fg TER gart AAfore aReae uftear it Her fr g,

foe# 5@ affyeeg 3k s gfarof st & Teriifas sfafafc & fore it e sarr

I

e Mr. Stalin warned that if Lok Sabha seats were reduced, it would cause indelible
injustice to Tamil Nadu.

At Terfaer o Aaraeh § & afe Swae el fr gear gers 7§, ar 35 afdeeng ¥ A
TR =T 1T

e He also stated that the BJP government was not ready to listen to the voices of
even 39 MPs.

3ogie a5 HT &gl o dioidt IRFR 39 Wiwa! 1 3rarer g & forw st w7 ¥

e “We must take a firm stand on the issue and unequivocally oppose delimitation
based on the Census in 2026,” he added.

"HEH S8 Hed W TG W T g1 3 2026 FY STTI0TAT & TR 9 IREAHT 7 Fse

T F fARET HIAT g9, 36 i Tl

Little progress in centralising administration of Eklavya schools

GS Paper Il:
AblGovernment Scheme [; ™=
~

NEW DELHI

Five years after the Centre
introduced fresh guide-
lines to elevate its flagship
Eklavya Model Residential
Schools (EMRS) for tribal
children to the standards
of Jawahar Navodaya Vi-
dyalayas (JNV) by centra-
lising their administration,
among other steps, little
progress has been made.

Proposals to begin the
second round of central-
ised recruitment for over
6,000 school staff mem-
bers, set up regional offices
to administer the schools,
and raise the recurring
cost per child per year to
make them on a par with
JNVs have been held up at
various levels of the go-
vernment for months now,
The Hindu has learnt.

As a result, the National
Education Society for Tri-
bal Students (NESTS), set
up with the vision of cen-
tralising Eklavya schools,
has been left to operate
without any mandated
authority over the State so-

Address
Email Id

Ever since the Union government revised the EMRS scheme in 2020,

it has aggressively sanctioned new schools. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

cieties that run the day-to-
day operations of these
schools.

Ever since the govern-
ment revised the EMRS
scheme in 2020, it has ag-
gressively sanctioned new
schools, with a total of 728
sanctioned till February
28, of which 477 are func-
tional. NESTS administers
these schools with a sanc-
tioned strength of just 28
permanent and six tem-
porary staff, most of them
retired government ser-
vants hired as consultants.

In comparison, there
are 661 sanctioned JNVs,

3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

which are administered by
the Navodaya Vidyalaya
Samiti through its head-
quarters and eight regional
offices, which have a com-
bined sanctioned staff
strength of 491.

No response

Questions sent to the Mi-
nistry of Tribal Affairs
about the status of the cen-
tralisation and to what de-
gree it is being pursued
have not yet elicited a res-
ponse. NESTS offered no
comment when The Hindu
reached out to the Office of
the Commissioner.

The centralisation pro-
cess was first announced
by Finance Minister Nirma-
la Sitharaman in the 2023-
24 Budget speech when
she said that over 38,000
staffers would be hired
centrally for the Eklavya
schools over the following
three years. The first round
of recruitment, completed
in 2024, saw over 10,000
staffers  being  hired,
though officials admitted
to some “teething pro-
blems” with the centralisa-
tion process and the man-
dated requirement of
Hindi competency.

Many teachers recruited
from the Hindi-speaking
States were posted to
southern States, where the
language, food, and cul-
ture were unfamiliar,
prompting a series of
transfer requests, as re-
ported by The Hindu at the
time.

With just one year left of
the three-year recruitment
timeline, the proposal to
hire a second batch of over
6,000 staffers has been
pending with the Tribal Af-

= info@patrioticias.in
9971932488

Contact Number :

Website

= patrioticias.in

fairs Ministry for over
three months, with queries
now being raised about the
centralised process, ac-
cording to a government
official associated with
running Eklavya schools
when the proposal was be-
ing prepared.

Pending proposals
The source said a proposal
to hike the recurring cost
per child per year from the
21.09 lakh set in 2020 to
R1.70 lakh - on a par with
JNVs — has been awaiting
the Department of Expen-
diture’s nod, despite a
nudge from NESTS in No-
vember last year. Another
proposal to set up at least
10 regional offices under
NESTS, sent in December
2024, is also pending.
While NESTS’s mandate
allows it to issue adminis-
tration guidelines and di-
rections for State societies
to follow, sources told The
Hindu that without struc-
tural overhaul, the body
has virtually no power of
“oversight, inspections”
over the State societies.

According to internal
circulars, NESTS has unco-
vered several “financial im-
proprieties” in the opera-
tions of State societies. For
instance, they often get in-
dividual schools to book
expenditures incurred by
the societies.

NESTS also found that
the schools are not pur-
chasing daily-use items for
students, such as uniforms
and textbooks, as they are
meant to, but are instead
transferring the money for
this to their parents’
accounts.

A circular from Decem-
ber 2024 reiterated that
State societies are meant to
function as regional offic-
es, also warning newly re-
cruited staff against chal-
lenging NESTS'’s authority.

Another source said fill-
ing the sanctioned posi-
tions at NESTS has become
more of a task, explaining
that job notices for these
positions often receive no
applications from within
the government as “there
is no scope for promotion
and p ay is very low”.
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Little Progress in Centralising Administration of Eklavya
Schools

UFHAT Tl & TATHA & FArh0r # He Farfel

Five years after the Centre introduced fresh guidelines to elevate
Eklavya Model Residential Schools (EMRS) to the standards of
Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas (JNV) by centralising their
administration, little progress has been made.

U AT 916, 59 g THR A Thaed Arsd Jardia Reaed §uasmed)
FY FATE AT AT (STd) & FaX aF et & AT WA H Fligpa
F & ¢ feenfader S fe, o sit sgd w7 garfa g8 ¥

e Proposals to begin the second round of centralised recruitment for over 6,000
school staff members, set up regional offices, and raise the recurring cost per
child per year have been held up at various levels of the government for months.

6,000 ¥ 30 Ther FHAATRAT T FrT o7cft & gAY =A0T A 3T, 8T Fraferar Hir

FATYAT, AR 9fe BT TR o TgTa1 & TcATT AR TRl TR AL A 37 g0 §

e As aresult, the National Education Society for Tribal Students (NESTS), set up with
the vision of centralising Eklavya schools, operates without any mandated authority
over the State societies that run these schools.

S8 TRUMATTEY, AT ST BT fA&T @fAfa (NESTS), fo 8 vahered Tell &
FAHIUT F 35T ¥ TR RT3 41, Tow AR R AE durfas afeR 78 W@,

i T Feheil T HelTolel &l o |

Expansion of EMRS Schools and Administrative Challenges

STHIRTY TEal 1 RAFaR 3 yerafas getfaar

e Since the government revised the EMRS scheme in 2020, it has aggressively
sanctioned new schools, with a total of 728 sanctioned till February 28, of which 477
are functional.

2020 H TFR GaRT STHIRTH N1 & AU & 91, THN o 7T FFHell 1 doft F FHol
&Y, fSradr 28 wall a 728 Fhel Tighd g, [Sefal & 477 FRT ¥

e NESTS administers these schools with a sanctioned strength of just 28 permanent
and six temporary staff, most of whom are retired government servants hired as
consultants.

NESTS & Ehell T TATHA FIAT 8, Afehe] SHH dhaol 28 TURIY 3 6 3Fart Faramd
Tiehd 8, et @ 3ifrenier Farfage sl Foarl FeesR & w0 7 faged fFo e g
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Comparison with JINV Administration
AT FRATHA hY Telelt

In comparison, there are 661 sanctioned JNVs, which are administered by the
Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti through its headquarters and eight regional offices.

g8 faolia, 661 ¥igd Averd) §, foiee Aatea e afafa cart Fearey 3ik 8 e
FATErE] & ATCTH & Farford fhar sirar &1

These regional offices have a combined sanctioned staff strength of 491, making
administration much more structured than in EMRS schools.

ST 81N FrATerl & o 491 Tl FAAR €, TN TARHA STAINRTH Fell T Jelel A
s Farfsa g1

No Response from Tribal Affairs Ministry

ST 1 #AATT 3 & FiS gfafehar st

Questions sent to the Ministry of Tribal Affairs about the status of centralisation
and its progress have not yet elicited a response.

TAATANT FTF HATAT T eI I0T Y AT 337 35 warfay av A 710 weat &1 3rsft 9
g 3 A8 e

NESTS offered no comment when The Hindu reached out to the Office of the
Commissioner.

A¥CH (NESTS) F 15 fevqoft 78t i1, 10 & g 7 3mgarar Fwravera & @9 o

Announcement in 2023-24 Budget
2023-24 & 1€ ® =yor

The centralisation process was first announced by Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman in the 2023-24 Budget speech.

e 70 st ATRAT 7 2023-24 F ToIC HTYOT H FAIFIOT YFHAT HT gt I GhvorT 3|

She stated that over 38,000 staffers would be hired centrally for Eklavya schools
over the next three years.

3egiot gl fah 3reTer ofter st &, 38,000 W JHfAF FA=TRAT ¥ FT orclt Tohereq Tgell &
forw & Seet

The first round of recruitment, completed in 2024, saw over 10,000 staffers being
hired.

ger 0T Y o7, S 2024 # T §§, # 10,000 F rfer TRt 1 AgiFa g8

Challenges in Recruitment

arelt aF gt
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Officials admitted to some “teething problems” with the centralisation process and
the mandated requirement of Hindi competency.

it & FeteR e o daor aftear 3R R qatar i srfovardar &1 oet et
feFd 3|

Many teachers from Hindi-speaking States were posted in southern States, leading
to language, food, and cultural difficulties, prompting a series of transfer requests.

S Y st Treat & et o gl weat #F e R aran, fore e, ateret 3
TEPHIT § I FSAEAT 3178, R FUTATAROT et iy FEAT 75 TS|
With one year left in the three-year recruitment plan, the proposal to hire a second

batch of over 6,000 staffers has been pending for over three months with the Tribal
Affairs Ministry.

ofet aTer it a7l Aot 7 Fae v I q=@T E, AT 6,000 & AU FeAATRET i g@d ot
&1 YT et ALl F AT F AAT H dfed &

Pending Proposals

CICGR EGIG]

A proposal to increase the recurring cost per child per year from ¥1.09 lakh (set in
2020) to ¥1.70 lakh, making it equal to JNVs, has been awaiting approval from the
Department of Expenditure since November 2024.

9 S a1 3T FY T1.09 o1 (2020 & AR ¥ T T1.70 o1 FIA HT 4¥d19,
TS ad 58 AT F SRE AT ST o, AGa 2024 4T AT A ASH F SAIR A 3

Another proposal to set up at least 10 regional offices under NESTS, sent in
December 2024, is also pending.

e 2024 H AT AT GE4TT, HGH NESTS & ded FH 4 FH 10 80T Frafea) i
FUTGAT 7 a1 Y, 3 oy afea 2

Lack of Oversight and Financial Irregularities

fAaRre i Fat 3R o sfdf@aae

Although NESTS is mandated to issue administrative guidelines for State societies,
sources revealed that without structural changes, it lacks oversight and inspection
powers.

gTeliteh NESTS #I U= afafaat & forw yemafas Ranfader s &3 &1 3rfer ared &,
ekt AT & HTHR ACAATCHS aGel1d & a1, $0F e faereredt 3iix fordraror #r arfFe wdt
gl

Internal circulars have uncovered financial irregularities in State societies’
operations.

afte Rt o Toa afafaat & waree 7 fad srfaafaaanst & gerar a2
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e Schools are not purchasing essential items like uniforms and textbooks, instead,
they transfer the money to parents' accounts.

ARy ek ATeT-Rar & @ral & Tyeiaid F R E
o A December 2024 circular reiterated that State societies must function as regional
offices and warned newly recruited staff against challenging NESTS’s authority.

T 2024 F IR F g 737 f& T afAfaat #) e Ffeat & § & FF w3
afew 3R 7 fgea FHafal #t NESTS & iR & geldt 3 & gt it Jarash

TE|

Recruitment Issues at NESTS
NESTS # #df watfi gaEame

e Filling sanctioned positions at NESTS has become a challenge, as job notices
often receive no applications from government employees.

NESTS # ¥figrad val #Y $T1 Ueh 31 GeAleht a7 a1 @, Fifoh TRy Fatamieal @ g7 val
¥ fT #1 Imee Agt T @ &

e Akey reason is the lack of promotion opportunities and low pay, making these
positions unattractive to potential applicants.

SHHT {ET FROT § TaleAta & HTEA $1 1 3R F1 3=, 568 A v¢ ImdgH & faw
¥ 7 T W@ &

Eklavya Model Residential Schools (EMRS)

e Objective: EMRS aims to provide quality education to Scheduled Tribe (ST) children
in remote areas, ensuring their holistic development and integration into mainstream
society.

e Establishment: Initiated in 1997-98, the scheme focuses on setting up residential
schools in tribal regions across India.

e Administration: Managed by the National Education Society for Tribal Students
(NESTS) under the Ministry of Tribal Affairs.

e Features:

o Residential Facilities: Provides free lodging and boarding to students from
Class VI to XII.

o Curriculum: Follows the CBSE curriculum with an emphasis on preserving
tribal culture and languages.

o Capacity: Each school is designed for 480 students, with special provisions to
increase capacity in high-density tribal areas.

e Recent Developments:

Page2 3
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o The government has approved the establishment of 740 EMRSs across the
country to enhance educational infrastructure for tribal students.

o As of March 2025, 367 schools are operational, benefiting thousands of tribal
students.

Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas (JNV)

Objective: JNVs aim to identify and nurture talented children from rural areas by
providing them with quality education comparable to the best residential schools.
Establishment: The first JINV was established in 1985 under the National Policy on
Education.
Administration: Operated by the Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti under the Ministry of
Education.
Features:
o Residential Facilities: Offers free education, lodging, and boarding to
students from Class VI to XII.
o Curriculum: Affiliated with CBSE, emphasizing both academic excellence and
co-curricular activities.
o Admission Process: Selection through the Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya
Selection Test (JNVST), primarily targeting rural students.
Recent Developments:
o As of March 2025, there are 661 JNVs functioning across India, with plans to
establish more to cover every district.
o The government has approved the opening of 62 new JNVSs to cater to the
increasing demand for quality rural education.
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Humour; perversity

With laws there to deal with obscenity,
new regulations may be superfluous

n suggesting that the Government should

come with regulatory measures to prevent

vulgarity or perversity in the name of hu-
mour being aired, the Supreme Court has ex-
panded the scope of petitions by YouTubers
caught in a criminal case over alleged obscenity
in a digital programme. The Court has sounded
the right note by calling for a discussion among
stakeholders on regulations that would not imp-
inge on the freedom of speech and expression
and will be within the framework of “reasonable
restrictions” permitted in the Constitution. Ho-
wever, such regulations may be superfluous, as
existing laws provide for dealing with possible
obscenity or vulgarity in electronic and digital
content. That those associated with the contro-
versial programme, ‘India’s Got Latent’, are fac-
ing FIRs and have sought protection from arrests
show that the present regulations may be suffi-
cient. Under the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS),
display of content in electronic form shall be
deemed to be obscene, “if it is lascivious or ap-
peals to the prurient interest”, and is a punisha-
ble offence. Similar penal provisions are available
in the IT Act. The Programme Code under the Ca-
ble Television Network Rules prohibits pro-
grammes that offend decency, among other
things. The Information Technology (Intermedi-
ary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code)
Rules, 2021 provide for age-based classification
and a three-tier system of grievance redress, un-
der which users could approach the platform, a
self-regulatory body and a government inter-de-
partmental committee.

The debate between ‘clean’ and ‘dirty’ hu-
mour is age-old, but the distinction is well-under-
stood. It is only in the context of public outrage
over specific instances of obscenity or vulgarity
that voices are raised about the need to maintain
decency and morality. In this case, the folly of the
participants in making sexually perverse com-
ments is matched by the zeal of the complainants
and the police, mainly because of the content be-
ing leaked outside a paying audience. The partici-
pants may have thus rendered themselves vul-
nerable to prosecution, but a mature society
should consider whether anyone should go to
prison for such a verbal offence. The tendency to
get the police to file FIRs wherever someone
complains is also to be deprecated. The Internet’s
universal reach should not become an excuse to
confer universal jurisdiction. This often takes the
case to the Court, as those named in such FIRs
want multiple cases to be clubbed, leading to at-
tention and a widening of the debate. An extreme
case such as this does evoke extreme reactions,
but law enforcement and legal institutions should
not be overzealous in their response.

Humour, Perversity

g, fagpha

With laws there to deal with obscenity, new
regulations may be superfluous.

3reeiierar ¥ fAves & fow g g @ AleE 8, ¢
e seTae T 8w

. The Supreme Court has suggested regulatory measures

to prevent vulgarity or perversity in the name of humour.

A FIE A T & ATH I 3reelierdr A1 fapfer 1 Aehet o fow
foram 3arr ge g
. The Court has emphasized that such regulations should

not violate freedom of speech and expression but stay within
reasonable restrictions under the Constitution.

FIC A IR e § o 0 e srfeafda i Tadadr &1 Seagad o
Y R Ffeme 7 fGv v 3Ra gfaest & g 7 ©
. However, such regulations may be unnecessary, as

existing laws are sufficient to deal with obscenity and vulgarity
in electronic and digital content.

saFeiae X B3foree el 7 srecliaar 3R srorgar @ Auea &
forT gaea g

. The accused in the controversial show ‘'India’s Got
Latent' are facing FIRs and have sought protection from arrest.

faarereTe o ‘§fEarer e de & 53 @i W FIR &t § 3R 3egia
fFaReFary & gat Ah g
. Under the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), any

electronic content is considered obscene if it is lascivious or
appeals to prurient interest. It is a punishable offense.

HRART =17 €T (BNS) & dgd, 1S 37 gawreiiove AroAeit H1eqa a1

3eele A ST £, 3R Ig S5 rRIer

. Similar penal provisions exist under the IT Act.
ST oG & &slede waHT (T rftrfaraer 7 o Al &
. The Programme Code under the Cable Television

Network Rules prohibits programmes that offend decency.

Fad AT sicas [AIAT & dgd FIRISHH B8 37 HIAHHAT &l

AT AT & ST ATNAT FT Seeitel FIA & |
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e The Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics
Code) Rules, 2021 provide for age-based classification and a three-tier grievance
redressal system.

I Sl (reaey Renfader siv Bforee Afar sfawar w@fean e, 2021 3mg-
e gaffertor iR AeT-Fadrr R faawor gomelt et #d g

e The debate on clean vs dirty humour is age-old, and the distinction is well
understood.

TITS qATH IRl §TET TR gH U1 §, 3R 3T aleil o iy e TS & A HHSAT STl
gl

e Public outrage arises mainly when obscenity or vulgarity is leaked outside its
intended paying audience.

3reefIeTdT AT IHGAT T FHeel e 35T & Sid Tg 379+ fruiRer sgerarer w3t arer gefet & a6
ol &1 S 2

e The participants of the show made sexually perverse comments, leading to legal
trouble.

2t & wfesnfart o ey fagrer feoaforam =, mm@mnm@
e A mature society should consider whether a person should be imprisoned for a verbal
offense.

U IR AT I [TIR FLAT A1igC o Far foraY 1 #if@e 3r9wrer & v &g 7 e
MEGE]

e The tendency to file FIRs for any complaint is undesirable.

fordt i R 9T FIR &t F& Y yg e srarssia g

e The Internet’s universal reach should not be used to impose universal jurisdiction.

geTe $T SRS g F AEHITAS HRASR &3 9] FIeA FT IR ALT FATAT ST
Uyl

e Legal cases often escalate to court, where multiple FIRs are clubbed, leading to wider
debates.

I ATH IFET Tl b g S &, STél g FIR T ST <A1l &, Fee) freqe seq
g &l

o Extreme cases evoke extreme reactions, but law enforcement should not act with
overzealousness.

et At 7 g wfafFame g €, AfthsT F1eget gads vaifaat & 3ifa seamdt 8t g
Uiyl
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Over-centralisation threatens federal health policy

S Paper II: Domicile
Based Reservation | goment, in

Dr. Tanvi Behl vs Shrey Goyal (2025),

which struck down domicile-based

reservations in post-graduate medical
admissions in the respective medical colleges in

States, marks a significant shift in India’s medical

education policy. The ruling, holding that such

reservations violate Article 14 of the Constitution,

dismantles a mechanism that States have long

relied upon to ensure a stable medical workforce

suited to public health needs. While upholding
meritocracy, it misapprehends the complex
relationship between medical education policies

and State public health planning. By entrenching

a centralising bias in India’s medical education
framework, it risks disincentivising State
investment in government medical colleges —
transforming competitive federalism into a race
to the bottom.

Domicile quotas in State health planning
Domicile-based reservations in post-graduate
medical courses serve a crucial function in
aligning State investment in medical education
with health-care personnel retention. States
allocate substantial resources to train medical
students, expecting that these graduates will
contribute to the local health-care system. Given
chronic specialist shortages, domicile quotas
ensure a predictable supply of doctors familiar
with the State’s health-care landscape. The

Court’s reliance on Pradeep Jain vs Union of India

(1984) to eliminate domicile-based post-graduate
reservations overlooks the essential distinction
between undergraduate and post-graduate
education. Unlike MBBS programmes, where
students gain foundational knowledge,
post-graduate courses are the primary channel
through which States replenish their specialist
workforce. Removing domicile quotas disrupts
this pipeline, making States becoming
increasingly reliant on external recruitment — a
process fraught with unpredictability and
inefficiencies.

By striking down domicile quotas, the
judgment weakens the incentive for States to
invest in medical education. A well-functioning
system of competitive federalism encourages

States to develop robust institutions to attract and

retain talent. However, if States cannot ensure
that their investment translates into a local
specialist workforce, their incentive to fund

medical education diminishes. Without domicile

reservations, States may deprioritise medical
college funding, leading to declining

infrastructure and worsening regional health-care

disparities. This stands in contrast to premier
central institutions such as the All India Institute
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The ruling
striking down
domicile-based
reservations in
post-graduate
medical
admission
overlooks the
functional
realities of
public health
governance

of Medical Sciences (AIIMS), the Postgraduate
Institute of Medical Education and Research
(PGIMER), and the Jawaharlal Institute of
Postgraduate Medical Education and Research
(JIPMER), which are granted selection autonomy.
State medical colleges — arguably even more vital
to India’s public health architecture — are now
denied a similar prerogative, disadvantaging
States in planning for their long-term healthcare
needs.

Article 21 of the Indian Constitution guarantees
the right to life, including access to adequate
health care, while public health remains under
State legislative competence. Medical colleges are
not merely institutions of higher education; they
are also a crucial part of the State’s health
infrastructure. Viewing them solely as centres for
producing medical graduates is a limited
perspective. A broader, systems-based approach
highlights the connection between the right to
life, public health, and medical education. Given
the role of State government medical colleges in
sustaining public health, it is essential to
recognise the State government’s need for
autonomy in the selection process at the
undergraduate, post-graduate and
super-specialty levels. This ensures that medical
education aligns with local health-care needs,
reinforcing that these institutions serve a greater
purpose than academics alone. Excessive
centralisation, unwittingly powered by court
rulings, restricts States from formulating policies
suited to their public health needs and
socio-economic circumstances. Legislatures and
the judiciary must acknowledge that government
medical colleges are integral to State health-care
infrastructure.

The fallacy of absolute meritocracy

The Court’s insistence on a rigid meritocratic
framework ignores the structural inequities
inherent in India’s medical entrance system. An
analysis of the National Eligibility cum Entrance
Test (Postgraduate), or NEET-PG, results reveals
significant flaws in how merit is assessed,
including instances where candidates with
negative marks qualify due to percentile-based
cutoffs.

A recent example from 2023 saw the National
Medical Commission, following directives from
the Ministry of Health, reduce the qualifying
percentile for NEET PG and Super Speciality
examinations to zero to fill vacant seats. If
undergraduate admissions recognise regional and
socio-economic disparities, there is little
justification for excluding such considerations
from post-graduate admissions. Furthermore, the
judgment perpetuates a narrow conception of

merit that disregards its social context. As noted
in judgments on medical education in cases such
as Jagdish Saran & Ors vs Union Of India & Ors
(1982), Pradeep Jain (1984), Neil Aurelio Nunes &
Ors vs Union of India (2022), and Om Rathod vs
The Director General Of Health Services (2024),
administrative efficiency should be measured not
by abstract merit alone but by outcomes that
promote societal good and redress structural
inequalities. By prioritising candidates more
likely to remain and serve in their home States —
as acknowledged by the Economic Survey
2024-25 — domicile-based reservations enhance
health-care access and mitigate regional
disparities — aligning with a broader, more
inclusive definition of merit.

Need for a reconsideration

While the Court’s ruling follows precedents from
Pradeep Jain and the Constitution Bench, it merits
re-evaluation. The original framework, which
drew a rigid line between undergraduate and
post-graduate admissions, was formulated in a
different health-care landscape. Today, retaining
specialists within State health systems is more
pressing than ever, particularly in light of crises
such as the COVID-19 pandemic and the rising
burden of non-communicable diseases. Rather
than eliminating domicile quotas outright, a more
balanced approach would integrate these
reservations with public service obligations. For
instance, Tamil Nadu’s medical education
framework links quotas to service mandates in
public institutions, ensuring that State investment
yields tangible health-care benefits. Such models
deserve greater judicial and policy consideration
rather than outright dismissal.

The ruling reflects a well-intentioned but
flawed application of meritocracy that overlooks
the functional realities of public health
governance and blurs the line between
constitutional interpretation and detailed policy
design. By reinforcing centralised control over
medical admissions, it risks weakening State
investment, exacerbating regional disparities,
and eroding competitive federalism. A
reconsideration of this verdict is imperative to
ensure that States retain the autonomy necessary
to structure their medical education policies in
alignment with their health-care priorities.
Contrary to the Court’s concerns that domicile
quotas pose a grave national risk,
over-centralisation threatens federal health
policy. If India aims to build a robust and
sustainable health-care system, judicial doctrine
must evolve to accommaodate the complex
interplay between medical education, federalism,
and public health policy.

Over-centralisation threatens federal health policy

HATAF Shelh{or FENT T Afa & T @a

The recent Supreme Court judgment, in Dr. Tanvi Behl vs Shrey Goyal

(2025), struck down domicile-based reservations in post-graduate
medical admissions in State medical colleges.

gTer &1 7 Pl FIE F el &, 1. o) AgeT a1 AT A (2025) H, T
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AfRF Hical A N AT yaer & AT AAWET-3menRa 3ReIor Fr @cH
H fem|

e The ruling held that such reservations violate Article 14 of the Constitution.
58 thifel # gl 1T fob 58 o & IRET0T WIAUTT & Hefeds 14 FT Soaae Hid o

« |t dismantles a mechanism that States relied on to ensure a stable medical workforce
suited to public health needs.

Ig 38 YTl 1 WA X &l 8, Tord R T Teh Feux Riftrewr wrdaer giafiad e &
fore TR 9, St Arderfs Fareed SRl & 37l 8l

e While upholding meritocracy, the judgment misapprehends the link between medical
education policies and State public health planning.

ﬁﬁaquﬁaﬁawwwﬁgu,u?mﬁ%wﬁmmﬁﬁﬁ?maﬁaﬁaﬁ?

AL AT & 9T & G T Td GHASAT &

o ltreinforces a centralising bias in India’s medical education framework, which could
discourage State investment in government medical colleges.

Ig R 1 Farfrcar Rrat yomelt 7 Fdiaor At ggfer o HTed A 8, e Tl &
TR ARFHT Fiael 7 fFaer g @harg|

e This shift risks transforming competitive federalism into a race to the bottom.

Ig Seod Ifaeauicas Huarg S RmEe $Y 31T S ST TFhdT § |

Domicile quotas in State health planning

TSI Y TARELY AT A S AFIST FleT

o Domicile-based reservations in PG medical courses help align State investment
with health-care personnel retention.

isht AfFHe uregwAl 7 sifAaga-araiRa 3ReTor To fAder F oy sHgt f
AT U Sl H A FHLar gl

o States invest heavily in training medical students, expecting them to serve the local
health-care system.

=g Rrfdcar amEl & yflraror sl fader il €, I8 339fe 9 gU 9 3 TUTehe Tareed
JAT YOTTel 3 1 |

e Given chronic specialist shortages, domicile quotas ensure a predictable supply of
doctors familiar with State health-care needs.

mmg‘mﬁﬁmmﬁmﬁg,ﬁﬁwmmﬁﬁmﬁmmﬁ#
gRfAra sterel 1 R amyfet giafeaa a2

e The Court relied on Pradeep Jain vs Union of India (1984) but overlooked the
difference between UG and PG medical education.
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ST F AT Y FoR3IETST Y T

Unlike MBBS programmes, where students get basic medical knowledge, PG
courses are crucial for training specialists.

TR FREFAT & [0, ST o Fqerea RfFaar anr g w8, feh aregwa
frerwst steret & widaror 7 3rg# s1fferr e €1

Without domicile quotas, States will have to rely on external recruitment, which is
unpredictable and inefficient.

SIS FieT gera I Tl Hi argdY s ¥ R tgar g3, S srvenf¥ia 3iiv sreme g1

Striking down domicile quotas reduces State incentives to invest in medical
education.

AT FeT G FA A T4 F1 RfFcar e & 3w F F1 DcwTg g Thar ¢ |

A healthy competitive federalism should encourage States to develop strong
institutions to retain medical talent.

T FaEY Giaeqef Feam 1 Teal F AT GEA! 1 Ram F3e 3N Afdwer gfaem
AT TG o TIT AR = =g

Without guarantees for local workforce retention, States may deprioritise medical
college funding.

3T FUTAT TR FRITH FATC T@ FT H1$ ARE FE1 2190, o ToT AfTH o Fiaall &
o Qwor F yrAfAFar g1 39

This could lead to declining infrastructure and worsening regional health
disparities.

SHY FATELY HTEIIAT [ HAHAVT N AT FAELT FAATAT3 7 & &1 Fohell 5

In contrast, central institutions like AIIMS, PGIMER, and JIPMER have selection
autonomy.

g% faudia, o, NBmETAEHR 3R SIENTAEaR Y T gwamsit s aaa i
= CECIRAKICES

State medical colleges, which are crucial to India’s public health, are denied similar
autonomy, affecting long-term health planning.

T AR Piaor, S 0RT F Fasfas Fareed & fv Ageayot §, 3¢ ¥t Facd=ar 7@
ar 18, TSd reemfores Farees Arsrer yenfad gl

Article 21 and State Autonomy in Medical Education

Iregeag 21 AR Rfscar Rem # o F Tarwar

Article 21 of the Indian Constitution guarantees the right to life, including access to
adequate health care, while public health remains under State legislative
competence.

AR AT &7 Aefeos 21 shae & FfAFR H T a1 8, [Swe e Fareey
ammamqgasnﬁra%,aaﬁaaﬁaﬁmwwmmmﬁmﬁm%‘l
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Medical colleges are not just higher education institutions; they are also a crucial
part of the State’s health infrastructure.

AfSwa Fleter ool 3T R FEU 781 8; I TS F FARLY 14 T Tah Ageaqor fewar
el

Viewing medical colleges solely as centres for producing graduates is a limited
perspective.

AfSHoT Hieloll Pl hadl FTdH IR FI aTek Fg & &7 H @1 NfAT TRehoT

A broader approach highlights the connection between the right to life, public
health, and medical education.

Teh SqT9S TRCHIOT gt & HWHR, Arasiae Fareed 3 Rfcar e & i gar «

3SR FT g
State government medical colleges play a key role in sustaining public health,
making State autonomy in medical admissions crucial.

TS EER & AfFHA Floor HIdstfae TIRLT TATC [@e A AgcaqoT AT fAed &,
forae Riftrear waar # voa i Fardr Ageaqer & S §

Excessive centralisation through court rulings restricts States from formulating
policies suited to their health and socio-economic needs.

IHATF FEFIOT 3eToId & haT & ATETH ¥ AT F 376 FareeT iR gfors-nfs
HTIRAFATIH F AR AT a1 F Vet B

Legislatures and judiciary must acknowledge that government medical colleges are
integral to State health-care infrastructure.

e 3t FaTfaeT 3 I8 THHR e TR o TThR AT FraoT TsT &
FATELY T@HT &1 F1 A’ AT fowar &

The Fallacy of Absolute Meritocracy

ot AR Hr srife

The Court’s rigid meritocratic framework ignores structural inequities in India’s
medical entrance system.

AT Y FoR ANSFHEH TR@T ARG 61 RfFcar g32r yormel 7 F==IcA+

HAATAATHT I TSRS HLcAT g

NEET-PG results reveal flaws in how merit is assessed, including cases where
candidates with negative marks qualify due to percentile-based cut-offs.

sAte-dish aftomer 77 g2 § 6 ARe & Aeaiea # wfdw €, O doRren® 3% o= aer
3FAEaR 3 AT Fe-3TF & FROT T NI &7 S &

In 2023, the National Medical Commission, following directives from the Ministry of

Health, reduced the qualifying percentile for NEET PG and Super Speciality exams
to zero to fill vacant seats.
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FfrafordY afamsit Fr FafareEs wdesd Ft T X 3T arfes @relr @i o1 o a4 |
If undergraduate admissions acknowledge regional and socio-economic

disparities, there is little justification for excluding such considerations from post-
graduate admissions.

Ife T gaer e 3 arfers- e sraAEanst o Aegar &ar &, ar s gder &

$H TTET @+ 1 H1§ JReT adi g

Past judgments such as Jagdish Saran (1982), Pradeep Jain (1984), Neil Aurelio
Nunes (2022), and Om Rathod (2024) recognise that administrative efficiency should
be measured not just by abstract merit but also by social impact.

STTEIRT | (1982), WM JteT (1984), sfter ARFAAY w0 (2022), 3R 31 WSl (2024) S
7 frotr T X § T wenmrafores gatar i oo dewifas ARe 4 781 sfes arnfas
vt O oft AT ST TfRT)

The Economic Survey 2024-25 acknowledges that domicile-based reservations
enhance health-care access and mitigate regional disparities, aligning with an
inclusive definition of merit.

3T gdfaqor 2024-25 T THFR FAT & o SifAAS-3menRa 3mReTor Taeey @t
TET H YUK 3R ST ISAATA3 T FH HIA A A T ¢, St FATLd ARE Hr aReman
& HTET |

Need for a Reconsideration

qATIIR AT 3Rl

The Court’s ruling follows precedents from Pradeep Jain and the Constitution Bench
but requires re-evaluation.

=TT 1 fAoTa wéra Ster 3k @i fis & qa ot a1 sregeror axar 8, afa 5@
qel: Hedidha hl HAIHAT L |

The original framework separating UG and PG admissions was developed in a
different health-care landscape.

FATAH T ST T2 Y 3T FI T HeT FRET T 3T FERLT S@HTT IREeT A
Rifare g€ o)

Retaining specialists within State health systems is more pressing than ever,
especially after COVID-19 and the rising burden of non-communicable diseases.

T T FARELT JoTTelt F A7 Y a1 T@ar ggel & 31 HAgeaqol &1 3 8, Traa
FAE-19 3R R-wary It F Fed AT F 91|

Instead of eliminating domicile quotas, a balanced approach would integrate
reservations with public service obligations.

SITAHATS S hIeT HATCT I & Si1d, Teh HJforel TTECHIVT HETOT I ATdoIfersh Qar arfdeal
¥ s FHar ¢
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e« Tamil Nadu’s medical education framework links quotas to service mandates,
ensuring State investment translates into tangible health-care benefits.

affrererg @ RrfFrcar Rraw yorel smator # Jar srfaariar @ sisd 8, oo TsT =
foraer aeafas TarEeT ot # g¢o AT 8

e The ruling reflects a well-intentioned but flawed application of meritocracy,
overlooking public health governance realities.

Ig fAoT v redy Ha Afdret ot AR F Iy T el &, St Wrdstas
TARELY YT Y IREATAhdIAT Sl ATl AT &

e Judicial doctrine must evolve to accommodate the complex relationship between
medical education, federalism, and public health policy.

e fgyid #t e gar afte aifss Rfrea R, Toag 3R adsfas e
Aifa & T & Ifee Tay FF FARNTST fFa 57 T
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Government Scheme

Warriors of hope

ASHAs need adequate remuneration
to be effective in their role

hen an acronym was coined to refer
w to a newly-created cadre of health

workers for the country, as political
gestures are wont to, care was taken to ensure the
word invoked a sense of promise. The govern-
ment decided to call them Accredited Social
Health Activists (ASHA in Hindi means hope). In
2005, the Centre launched the National Rural
Health Mission, and nominated ASHAs to be the
link between the community and the public
health-care delivery system. Today, there are ov-
er a million ASHAs across the country, and each
one is firmly ensconced as the fulcrum of public
health care in their area of operation in rural In-
dia. They now perform a full complement of
functions: record birth and death data, imple-
ment interventions in non-communicable diseas-
es and communicable diseases, neglected tropi-
cal diseases; and serve a crucial reproductive,
maternal, new born, child and adolescent health
role, among others. Monitoring health, hygiene
and sanitation in the community is also upon
them. The role that the ASHAs played during the
COVID-19 pandemic as health-care workers trust-
ed by the community raised their profile signifi-
cantly, and the humble Indian health worker
went global. The ASHAs were chosen for the
WHO Director-General’s Global Health Leaders
Award in 2022, and were recognised for their
‘outstanding contribution towards protecting
and promoting health’. A recent PLOS Global Pu-
blic Health study established that the likelihood
women access maternal services, and have a saf-
er, institution-based delivery, goes up by 1.6 times
if they were connected with ASHAs.

And yet, 20 years after the ASHAs were creat-
ed, the workers are still on the streets, protesting
for fair wages and equitable treatment. The flaw
lies in the way they were designated at the incep-
tion — as volunteers. As such, they remain eligible
only for a meagre fixed salary from the Centre
and the rest of the compensation provided as in-
centive (shared by the Centre and States) against
a deliverable, for instance, for facilitating an insti-
tutional birth. As per estimates, an ASHA worker
can make anything between 5,000 and 15,000
a month. In 2018, the government approved an
ASHA benefit package, providing coverage for ac-
cidents, deaths and disability. But the truth is
there is a heavy load on the ASHAs; they work
long hours, travel long distances, frequently miss
meals, and have little time to take care of their
own health needs. It is high time that the govern-
ment fulfils the hopes of its warriors of hope, and
treats ASHAs as permanent employees, instead
of as volunteers, to enable them to draw adeq-
uate compensation and emoluments comparable
to what is given to government employees.

Warriors of Hope

3TRIT HIRAFATHT Y THTE AT fovommst & o
3R iR $r smaegsar

When an acronym was coined for a newly-
created cadre of health workers, the government
ensured the word invoked a sense of promise.

ST9 U WiRTCd ST AT §T0 1T TGS HIARAI3N &
g & T 1T 7141, Y TFPR A ARad v &
g TRAT HT HTT The H|

. The government decided to call them Accredited Social
Health Activists (ASHA), which in Hindi means hope.

TFHR o 3o¢ AT HTHATTSIS TARLT HI-ARAT (ATAT) AT &, i
f8&r & 3mem (Hope) &1 31T T@ar g
. In 2005, the Centre launched the National Rural Health

Mission and nominated ASHAs to be the link between the
community and the public health-care delivery system.

2005 # g FIHR o WS ATAIOT FAELT FAereT & foham 3R 3men
FIIHATHT I WHE 3N AT Fareea dar yorrel! & @i w3t

ST |

. Today, there are over a million ASHAs across the
country, firmly established as the fulcrum of public health care in
rural India.

37TST 23R H 10 oM@ T & 3men FrRiFar g, S ImeEor 9Ia &
Ao Fareed dwsre A §g 97 TH

. ASHAs perform multiple functions:

3TTRIT hTehcll 3 AT foremmel €

o Recording birth and death data

S AR 7 F AHS qoF FA

o Implementing interventions in non-communicable and

communicable diseases
TS AR IR-HepHE Aol 7 gEaaTT o) Far
o Handling neglected tropical diseases

3ufara IsorerfeatiiRr 91T &1 yarereT H3ar
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o Playing a crucial role in reproductive, maternal, newborn, child, and
adolescent health

YSteTet, AT, Taatd, aTer 3R Frea Fareea & Ageavqor syfAeT fasmen
o Monitoring health, hygiene, and sanitation in the community
HETT & FARY, Faadl AR THTE Y FAarrah e
e During the COVID-19 pandemic, ASHAs gained global recognition as trusted health-
care workers.

F1f33-19 AGHARY & ST, 3MAT FRIGATHT T fF2T TR X ggare Aol 3R 9 Reawsia

TARELT HIFAT T4
e 1In 2022, ASHASs received the WHO Director-General’s Global Health Leaders Award
for their outstanding contribution to health.

2022 #, 31T HR-BATIHT T WHO HeTerF FT R TIRT A1t T ERR &, S

3Toh FATELT H ATYROT ST & ToIT 27|

e APLOS Global Public Health study found that women are 1.6 times more likely to
access maternal services and have institutional deliveries if connected with ASHAS.

PLOS 7dllae gfed® §od AT o 3TAR, Al ATGETT 3T HrIehd i3t & st gieh &,
d 1.6 [T HTAF AT FaT3HT T 3TATET Ll § R FEfas gwa e &

Demand for Fair Wages and Treatment

3fd aaeT 3 AT FagR & AT

o Even after 20 years, ASHAs are still protesting for fair wages and equitable
treatment.

20 |1 a1 81, 3720 FiehaT 3fRAd adeT 3N TATT adeR & fov faver a7 W

e Theissue lies in their designation as volunteers, making them eligible for only a
meager fixed salary from the Centre.

FHEIT 37h! FaQaF & &9 # [Agfad 7 §, [68 & ael &g & F9 AT 9o i
qrT g |

e They receive incentives (shared by Centre and States) based on deliverables, such
as facilitating an institutional birth.

3o WIcATe TR (S g AR TSN SaRT 12T Fr ST §) Shaer fafdrse writ S weafas

YHE # AeE el W &Y ST B

o ASHA workers earn between 5,000 and ¥15,000 per month, depending on their
workload.

3TTRIT HRIHAT3IT Shr AT 3T 5,000 | T15,000 & oI @l &, ST 37 FRIHR WX A9
Fr el

e In 2018, the government introduced an ASHA benefit package, covering accidents,
deaths, and disabilities.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page34

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

2018 H TR =1 e ameT Fvar oire[ o, Forerat gefeet, 77 3 Rspetierar &7 davst
A B

o However, ASHAs work long hours, travel long distances, frequently miss meals,
and have little time for their own health.

6T &, 3T Hhcll oI WHT Teh FHIH HIc! ¢, Tl g T M &, IHF/ Hotar g Acht
g, 3R 3r9e TareeT F q@uTer & forw wH 7 fAawrer arelt|

e The government must fulfill the hopes of these warriors by recognizing them as
permanent employees.

TR T FoT AT Ay Areurait F 3 7l FTl TR 3R 3¢ FUrh Fardl & so 7
ATl &l AR T

e They deserve adequate compensation and benefits comparable to government
employees.

3¢ 3R aaer 3kt glaemd Ao wnfge, S weary FdaRat & s |
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A brief history of the Russia-Ukraine war

Why has US. President Donald Trump taken a dramatic shift when it comes to US’s policy on Ukraine and NATO? Does the U.

S. still consider Russia as a systemic

threat? Are European leaders supportive of the US. plan? What lies ahead for the Russia-Ukraine war?

ES Paper II: Russia Ukraine War]

WORLD INSIGHT

Stanly Johny

The story so far:
he Ukraine conflict has
witnessed dramatic
developments in recent weeks.
U.S. President Donald Trump
has brought in a 180-degree shift in U.S’s
policy towards the war. Disagreements
between Kyiv and Washington on how to
end the war have led to an
unprecedented public spat between
Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
and Mr. Trump in the Oval Office,
following which the U.S. paused all
military aid for the war-torn European
nation. Within a day, Mr. Zelenskyy
‘regretted’ the spat, announced Kyiv's
readiness to declare a partial truce and
work with Mr. Trump to achieve lasting
peace. Europe seems caught off guard as
the geopolitical glacial plates are shifting
fast. Russia is watching and waiting, while
the war grinds on.

How did the war begin?

When Russian President Vladimir Putin
launched the invasion of Ukraine on
February 24, 2022, he probably thought
the war would be over within days. So did
Ukraine’s western partners, including the
U.S., who vacated their embassies in Kyiv
right before the war began. But when
Ukraine, armed with U.S.-supplied
weapons, denied a quick victory to the
Russians, the West stepped in. The U.S.,
under the Biden administration, adopted
a two-pronged approach towards the war
- impose biting sanctions on Russia to
weaken its war machinery and economy,
and arm Ukraine to the teeth to fight the
Russians on the battlefield. “We want to
see Russia weakened,” Mr. Biden's
Defence Secretary Lloyd Austin said in
April 2022. This approach was relatively
successful in the war’s initial phase. By
September 2022, Russian troops were
forced to withdraw from the settlements
they had captured in the Kharkiv Oblast
in the northeast. In November, Russia
pulled back forces from Kherson city and
parts of Mykolaiv on the right bank of the
Dnipro River in the south.

But in between Russia’s retreats from
Kharkiv and Kherson, President Viadimir
Putin had doubled down on the war: he
annexed four Ukrainian oblasts —
Donetsk, Luhansk, Zaporizhzhia and
Kherson - and announced a partial
mobilisation. The message from the
Kremlin was that it was ready to fight a
long war. On the economy front, Mr.
Putin pivoted towards Asia where the
huge markets of China, India and others
helped Moscow offset the impact of the
sanctions.

Where does the war stand today?

In 2023, Russia gradually turned the tide
of the war, inch by bloody inch. It took
Soledar in January and Bakhmut in May,
after a months-long campaign. In 2024,
Russia expedited its battlefield advances
by capturing Avdiivka in February,
Krasnohorivka in September and
Vuhledar in October. At no point since
2023, had Ukraine seemed capable of
defeating the Russians and recapturing
the lost territories. In June 2023, Ukraine
launched a much-awaited
counteroffensive, with advanced western
weapons, in the south, but it fizzled out in
the face of Russia’s dogged defence.

In August 2024, Ukraine captured
some 1,000 sq. km of Russian territory in
the Kursk region in a surprise attack
aimed at mounting pressure on Russia’s
advancing troops in the east. But Russia

A shift

to its primacy. A Sino-F
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Donald Trump's actions suggest a shifting U.S. worldview, according to wehich China is the systemic threat
Russian alliance could make that threat perilous.
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refused to walk into the trap and pressed
ahead with its offensive in the east, the
soft belly of Ukraine’s resistance. In 2024,
Russian forces captured an estimated
4,168 sq. km in both Ukraine and Russia’s
Kursk. In January 2025, Russian troops
seized Velyka Novosilka and parts of
Toretsk. They have also been trying to
encircle Pokrovsk. Ukraine in recent
months stepped up drone and missile
attacks deep inside Russian territory as
well as in the Black Sea, hurting Russia’s
security. But on the battlefield, it has been
on the backfoot for over two years.

Why has Trump changed America’s
Ukraine policy?

Mr. Trump had promised during his
election campaign that he would bring
the war to a quick end. After taking office
in January, he moved fast. First, Pete
Hegseth, the U.S. Defence Secretary, told
the Ukraine Defence Contact Group, an
alliance of 57 countries and the EU put in
place by the Biden administration to help
Kyiv, that Ukraine would not become a
NATO member. He also ruled out
American security guarantees for Ukraine

Russia.

One explanation for this approach is
that the U.S. doesn’t see Russia as a threat
any more. The U.S., in that sense, is
breaking with the post-Second World War
trans-Atlantic consensus, and is going
back to the pre-First World War offshore
balancing (the U.S. is protected by the
world's two greatest oceans and shares
borders with two meek powers in the
south and north). In this Realist
worldview, China is the systemic threat to
the U.S’s primacy and a Sino-Russian
alliance could make that threat perilous.

Pete Hegseth, the US. Defence
Secretary, told the Ukraine
Defence Contact Group, an
alliance of 57 countries and
the European Union put in
place by the Biden

that Ukraine would not
become a NATO member

Ukraine’s east, Germany and France
played a role in negotiating the Minsk
process to bring peace to Ukraine. But the
U.S. was not very keen on the Minsk
accords, and continued to back Ukraine
militarily. No side — Kyiv, the separatists in
the east, and Russia — implemented the
accords. The crisis escalated into a
full-blown war on Europe’s watch. After
the war began, Europe had to pay a huge
economic cost. The Nord Stream pipeline,
linking Russia across the Baltic Sea to
Germany, was blown away (most likely by
the Ukrainians, according to American
media). The stoppage of the flow of cheap
Russian gas triggered a cost-of-living crisis
and de-industrialisation, which deepened
public antipathy towards Europe’s
political establishment in several
countries. For example, Germany is in
recession for the third consecutive year,
and the German far-right is ascendant.

And now, the U.S., which was in the
lead of the pro-Ukraine alliance, is
breaking with the policy and directly
talking to Russia, excluding both Ukraine
and Europe. European countries have
called two summit-level meetings since
Mr. Trump came to office, and promised
to do more to help Ukraine. But the
question is whether Europe, which itself
is divided, has the capacity to provide
security guarantees to Ukraine without
America’s backing. At present, Europe
doesn’t have many options but to go with
the American plan. Europe also has
bigger problems than Ukraine. It is
worried about the future of NATO as the
Trump administration is reorienting
America’s post-War foreign and security
policy.

Where does it leave Ukraine?

Ukraine has lost more than 20% of its
territories to Russia and tens of thousands
of soldiers were killed in the war. Millions
of Ukrainians have fled the country. Its
economy is in shambles, and the energy
sector is facing a major crisis because of
Russia’s repeated bombing of its
infrastructure. The country is dependent
on external supplies to meet at least half
of its weapons requirements — including
artillery and ammunition. Ukraine is also
facing a manpower crunch on the
battlefield (Mr. Trump says Ukraine is
“running low on soldiers”, while Vice

It would entail a reori of
America’s policy towards Russia — in a
reverse order of what Henry Kissinger did
in the 1970s when he and President
Richard Nixon exploited the Sino-Soviet
split and reached out to Beijing. In this
grand reset plan, Ukraine is just a
hindrance. Mr. Trump believes Ukraine
can’t win the war even with American
support, and wants Kyiv to take the deal
the U.S. plans to make with Russia and
end the war.

How does Europe look at the

and said any p would
not be covered under NATO’s collective
security clause. Immediately after Mr.
Hegseth's comments, Mr. Trump held a
telephone call with Mr. Putin. Within
days, Russia and the U.S. had two rounds
of direct talks. Mr. Trump seems
determined to reset America’s ties with

Europe seems to be struggling to come to
terms with what’s happening. When
Ukraine was promised NATO membership
by U.S. President George W. Bush in
2008, Germany and France were
hesitant. After Russia annexed Crimea in
2014 and supported a rebellion in

ident J.D. Vance says Russia has a

“huge numerical advantage”).
The country is therefore in dire

straits. The says it’s not practical to
expect Ukraine to retake its lost territories
— the Ukrainians and Europeans would
grudgingly agree. The U.S. promised
NATO membership to Ukraine in 2008, In
2025, the U.S. says Ukraine can forget
about NATO membership. Ukraine wants
at least security guarantees, but America
is reluctant to provide any such
guarantee. So, if Ukraine continues the
war, it could lose more territories. If it
stops the war, it will have to do so on the
terms set by Russia and America. In the
outset, no good options left for Mr.
Zelenskyy and his Generals. Great powers
fight proxy wars when their interests
clash. Great powers reset ties when their
interests align. The pawns and proxies
suffer. Ukraine’s story is not different.

“A Brief Higtory of the Russia-Ukraine War

THE GIST

v

When Russian President
Wadimir Putin launched the
invasion of Ukraine on
February 24, 2022, he probably
thought the war would be over
within days. So did Ukraine’s
western partners, including the
U.S., who vacated their
embassies in Kyiv right before
the war began.

v

The U.S., under the Biden
administration, adopted a
two-pronged approach
towards the war — impose
biting sanctions on Russia to
weaken its war machinery and
economy, and arm Ukraine to
the teeth to fight the Russians
on the battlefield.

v

And now, the U.S., which was
in the lead of the pro-Ukraine
alliance, is breaking with the
policy and directly talking to
Russia, excluding both Ukraine
and Europe
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The Ukraine conflict has seen dramatic developments in recent
weeks.

ool WU o T & Al A ATCHIT IR & &

U.S. President Donald Trump has made a 180-degree shift in U.S. policy towards the
war.

3AREY Tegufer SeTes €T A Jaur wY et 180-Ff aeema fhar g

Disagreements between Kyiv and Washington on how to end the war led to a public
spat between Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and Mr. Trump in the Oval
Office.

$1a AR IR & Fer e T TATST FIA T I IAWEATA g5, [Tad Iohet & Tsgufd
FeNfRfAY Seieehr 3R fAwex €0 & it sitaer it 7 gt g &1 73|
Following this, the U.S. paused all military aid for Ukraine.

38 d1e, HANET & Thet & forw waft A weraan A= &

Within a day, Mr. Zelenskyy regretted the spat and announced Kyiv’s readiness to
declare a partial truce and work with Mr. Trump for lasting peace.

TS & F R, fATeT T o W sg+d frar 3R 3nfs gud fae fr awor &=
erifaaral & forT AT & & T1Y 1 Ftet F¥ 3ToT TS|

Europe seems caught off guard as the geopolitical landscape shifts rapidly.
AT 37 it § ereret o Trolellfcis IREdT & 3aHar g3 &

Russia is watching and waiting, while the war continues.

w0 fufy o Ao 9aTe gU ¥, STefe ey ol ¥

How Did the War Begin?
e HW YE FIHT?

Russian President Vladimir Putin launched the invasion of Ukraine on February 24,
2022.

Y Irsgafa sarfed gfcer o 24 wRE 2022 T Jghet W 3AThACT 5T

He likely believed the war would end within days, as did Ukraine’s Western partners,
including the U.S., who evacuated embassies in Kyiv before the war.

3¢ o foh etr T it F waATea 81 Seam, JE faeare Jaher & afvasl gt o o
o1, fSwe AR oft anfdrer 2, [S8= Jeu @ ugel H1a § 39+ geirar gel faw|

Ukraine, armed with U.S.-supplied weapons, denied a quick Russian victory.

rer, S AR SRR & 4 AT, o T FY eaer S § e w4 R
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The U.S. (under Biden administration) adopted a two-pronged approach:

FARST (153 TS F T8) 7 Qe WAl HIAT:

o Imposing strict sanctions on Russia to weaken its war machinery and
economy.

®H T FIN YfAG a0 ATl IHAT Jerr afFa 3R srdegawyr HAeR g1 =e|
o Arming Ukraine heavily to fight Russian troops on the battlefield.
oot 1 T S FAARY & o fovar A1f @ welt Qe F Jau F FH|

In April 2022, U.S. Defence Secretary Lloyd Austin stated: “We want to see Russia
weakened.”

3rdier 2022 #, 3ARNEY T AT @193 e o Fgl: "7 T H FAGN gl a@T I8
&
This strategy initially succeeded:
Ig TUTAI LBITA H Ahel TgT:
o By September 2022, Russia withdrew from Kharkiv in the northeast.
fda 2022 T, T & TG4 A @ifdha § A gear vz

o In November 2022, Russia pulled back from Kherson city and parts of
Mykolaiv.

TaY 2022 H, T A WL AT AR ARHIAT & Fo foeal § 9 gea 37|
However, President Putin doubled down on the war:
glelifen, Tregafer gfeaet o gaer 1 3 aer #1 .
o He annexed four Ukrainian oblasts: Donetsk, Luhansk, Zaporizhzhia, and
Kherson.

3TEiel Pehet IR &A1 - SCEF, Tgloteh, ATARFoeTAT, 3 BIwT 1 R
FT foram

o He announced a partial mobilization to continue the war.
3egiol TR e ATASEY T BIVOTT Y et Y T@ T &1 e |

Economically, Russia pivoted towards Asia, relying on China, India, and other
markets to offset sanctions.

3T &9 @, T TRIAT Y 3 73T, ST67 36 e, R AR 3 IR T R gy
yfaaut & wsra &Y w1 |

Where Does the War Stand Today?
I FT TAATT Pt Far 32

In 2023, Russia regained control, capturing Soledar (January) and Bakhmut (May).
2023 #, ¥ & fAg=or A & Asrqd T, 3R Sl & AER 7 7% # @A W Feal
foram|

In 2024, Russia advanced further, capturing:

2024 &, &7 & 3R 31f0F ged 18 31K Fear fmam:
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o Avdiivka (February)
IHATHT (HIEL)

o Krasnohorivka (September)
FrEAR RGeS (RdR)

o Vuhledar (October)
gEeR (AFCN)

By mid-2024, Ukraine’s counteroffensive failed despite advanced Western weapons.

2024 F WET e, Yohel T STaTal gHET [ABel 81 IAT, glefieh 3H TR F2Af & 31t
AR a4

In August 2024, Ukraine captured 1,000 sg. km of Russian territory in the Kursk
region, attempting to pressure Russia’s troops.

IITEA 2024 H, ghel o F &1 7 1,000 T foralt weft &y w1 ety o, For @ &6
AT W ESTd TelTod o1 FATH e |

Russia continued advancing in eastern Ukraine, capturing 4,168 sq. km in Ukraine
and Russia’s Kursk by the end of 2024.

2024 F 3 T, TF o Pahet I TF F Fb 8T H 4,168 F97 ot &1 o Fear 3 fam|

In January 2025, Russia seized Velyka Novosilka and parts of Toretsk, while
attempting to encircle Pokrovsk.

SeTadl 2025 #H, & & afdwr Aaflew 3 ReEF F Fo wat . Feor fFm, 3
NFANTEF F U Y FIAA FI @I

Ukraine intensified drone and missile attacks, targeting Russia’s security and the
Black Sea.

Tehel A T AR RIS goel ae FX R, S w0 Fr JRaw 3 selw d 1 ferne =1 @ 8
However, on the battlefield, Ukraine has been on the backfoot for over two years.

AT, Jau & A &, T oo a1 auf F dS ge wr

Why Has Trump Changed America’s Ukraine Policy?
€q F AR & Ihet AT 7T agei?

Mr. Trump had promised during his election campaign that he would bring the war to
a quick end.

fAEet € & 3r9er AT rfAret & RreT arer foham o7 1% a8 Jeu i Sted! FATCT F4 |
After taking office in January 2025, he acted quickly.
SeTaY 2025 H UGHR HATelel o J1G, 3o6iol il HRATS |

Pete Hegseth (U.S. Defence Secretary) informed the Ukraine Defence Contact
Group (an alliance of 57 countries and the EU) that Ukraine would not become a
NATO member.
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AR TaT Wi dic garyr & et &t WO wg (57 qut AR EU T raae) & aar
T ghet AATEY T WET g1 13|

e He ruled out American security guarantees for Ukraine and clarified that any
European security guarantees would not be under NATO’s collective security
clause.

3egiel Fehet  FT AR g IR @ gar fmar 3 Tose fohar i 1§ off rdr
AT AR ATEY & AIARRF FI&T TIaeTeT & gt =11 gyt

e Soon after, Mr. Trump had a telephone conversation with Russian President
Vladimir Putin.

S8 Xd T, ATt gu & wlt arsgufa senfead gfder & efiwler v &t |
e Within days, Russia and the U.S. held two rounds of direct talks.

Fo feetl o sfier, T 3R AR & drer &Y g Y werat ararhiaT g6
e Mr. Trump appears determined to reset U.S.-Russia relations.

RBreex 29 3R 3R 0 & HaHT Y AR & TR ae & e afaeey R &

Does the U.S. Still See Russia as a Threat?

FIT AN 3T ol TF ' 0 @A & T A @41 872

e One explanation is that the U.S. no longer sees Russia as a major threat.
Teh SRUT TG 1 Hehell & o ARG 37T T ) IH@ Tk & & 7 7g1 S@a|

e The U.S.is breaking away from the post-World War Il trans-Atlantic consensus and
returning to pre-World War | offshore balancing.

3R g feT Yeu & a1 & Ziw-3rediies FAglT F 9T &) T § 3R woH feg
I A g Y W A 1 3R dlle W@ R

e In this realist worldview, the main systemic threat to the U.S. is China, and a Sino-
Russian alliance could be dangerous.

58 FYTamel TiewIor 7, AR ¥ fv gew gawr A 8, 3R I fia-w Toaua

HTGE §3HT, T Ig T 5¢ TehelT ¢

e The U.S. wants to reorient its policy towards Russia in a reverse approach to what
Henry Kissinger and President Nixon did in the 1970s when they used the Sino-
Soviet split to align with China.

3R T A 3R e AT i g ruiRa Fear aear ¥, S 39 & 9 1970 F gF
# g8 e 3ilt Tegufa Reaa & Aia-w8 IR &1 3990 w3 AT & Gy TeauT
foram |

e Inthis grand reset plan, Ukraine is seen as an obstacle.
3 T3 FEATT Y ASTAT A, ToheT FI U o4 & T A @7 1 1T &

e Mr. Trump believes Ukraine cannot win the war even with U.S. support, so he
wants Kyiv to accept the deal the U.S. will make with Russia.
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frFet ¢u wrera & o e, 3R & wwde ¥ aras[e ey A Sfa W, SHfAT a8
d1gc 8 T a7 & WY IANHT 1 St F FFR FT A

How Does Europe View These Developments?

T 3T TeATHAT HY HH J@AT §?

Europe is struggling to adjust to these changes.

AT §T FgaTal ¥ ST T 8
In 2008, U.S. President George W. Bush promised Ukraine NATO membership, but
Germany and France were hesitant.

2008 #, 3ANHT Teguicy SATer 3o, A o Yahel P ATC HEEIAT FT aTar T, wifehet srotelt
3R wiw faegs

After Russia annexed Crimea in 2014, Germany and France helped negotiate the
Minsk Accords for peace in Ukraine.

2014 F TH SaRT PIAAT IR Fooll FI1 F 916, STHA 3R e o oot F anifar F faw freew
AT FA H A D

However, the U.S. continued to support Ukraine militarily and the Minsk Accords
were never fully implemented.

Aferet, AR A Toher P Ve T F Foveder e SRy @, 3N v ovstter o awe o

aEr g aF |
The war has cost Europe heavily:
FeY & T T AT T FehdTeT T aTT.

o The Nord Stream pipeline, linking Russia to Germany, was destroyed (likely
by Ukrainians, as per U.S. media reports).

T 3R FHA F SEe el ATS T IRBIARA A5¢ F & IA§ (FHIAT T E
Teforat gan, AR AfEar Raket F san)|

o Theloss of cheap Russian gas triggered a cost-of-living crisis and de-
industrialization.

TE w1 3 A 3mgfef 97 @ F Shaeramas s i sitgaeieor # frae s
o Germany is in recession for the third consecutive year, and far-right politics

is rising.

STt AR faY o 7 F §, 31k sfRorded yeEhfa 93 W

Now, the U.S. is directly engaging with Russia, excluding both Ukraine and
Europe.

3a, AN T F AT € FTaeia F @1 ¢, orwsd e 3 09 i anfaer 78 w1 @

European countries have held two summit-level meetings but are divided on how
to support Ukraine without U.S. backing.

T ot & &Y Iou- Tl dodF A 7, AfeheT 3 IAREY woreder & e et i WA
A F AR Fenfaa &
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Europe also worries about the future of NATO, as the Trump administration is
reshaping U.S. foreign and security policy.

U T ATeY & srfae iy Riar off §, Fifen o wermwrer 3rARFY Reer 3k geaw e ;M agar
TwE

Where Does It Leave Ukraine?

50 ufa # It Fal @eT &2

Ukraine has lost more than 20% of its territory to Russia and tens of thousands of
soldiers have been killed.

The 3T 20% F 30T &F F T & graf @ g ¥, 3R SRl R ARwm AR s g
Millions of Ukrainians have fled the country.

TG Ghelt AR & BIF T 8|

Ukraine’s economy is in ruins, and its energy sector is collapsing due to repeated
Russian bombings.

et 1 JrieTaEyT TiE 8 I §, 3N T F IR-TR gl § 3T FA 817 7 81 @I
Ukraine relies on external support for at least half of its weapons needs.
et Y 3T F { F AT §AART A SRal F AT ared wordar w1 fAsix @ wgar ¢

The U.S. says it’s unrealistic for Ukraine to retake lost territory, and Ukraine is
running low on soldiers.

ITARHT 1 Fgell § T ToheT & FAT WAT 3T &1 ATIH AT SATGEIRF g1 &, IR Tohed &
T A A FA A @Y

If Ukraine continues the war, it risks losing more land; if it ends the war, it will be
on Russia’s terms.

I oot Jatr Y 7@ 8, A 98 3R & G kT 8 AT TF Jou FATCT FAT g, A 3N
T T AT F AT g |
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No response from India
on Trump tariffs so far

Disappointing, but may not be the final word, say Indian officials on US. reciprocal tariffs from

April 2; Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal is in the middle of talks on a bilateral trade agreement

[GS Paper Il: India-US |
Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

he government did
T not respond on
Wednesday to U.S.

President Donald Trump’s
announcement that his ad-
ministration plans to go
ahead with reciprocal ta-
riffs against India.

Mr. Trump’s speech
came a day after Com-
merce and Industries Mi-
nister Piyush Goyal met his
U.S. counterpart, Com-
merce Secretary Howard
Lutnick, and was due to
meet U.S. Trade Represen-
tative Jamieson Greer for
talks on the first phase of a
Bilateral Trade Agreement
(BTA) to be finalised later
this year. The BTA was de-
cided during Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s visit to
Washington on February
13.

India’s inclusion in the
list of countries that would
still face reciprocal tariffs
after April 2 is believed to
be a disappointment for
those in the government
who expected that Mr. Mo-

Big expectations: Last month, India and the United States had

said that they will target $500 billion in bilateral trade by 2030. AFp

di’s visit, and the promise
of “fair-trade terms” in the
BTA, could have post-
poned Mr. Trump’s deci-
sion. However, officials say
there is still time for nego-
tiation with the Trump
administration.

Global responses

India’s silence on Wednes-
day was in contrast to
countries such as China,
Mexico, and Canada,
which have already an-
nounced counter-recipro-
cal tariffs on U.S. goods.
China and Canada have al-
so filed complaints with
the World Trade Organiza-

tion (WTO) against the U.S.
measures. While Brazil has
so far not responded to the
reciprocal tariffs, its Presi-
dent, Lula da Silva, had de-
fied Mr. Trump’s threat ov-
er a further “100% tariffs”
on BRICS countries last
week, saying that such
threats would not stop the
emerging economies from
seeking alternatives to U.S.
dollar dominance, “no
matter what”.

All eyes are now on the
statements coming out of
Mr. Goyal’s meetings in
Washington this week on
discussions for the BTA’s
first phase. He and U.S. of-

ficials are believed to be
looking at a number of
areas where tariffs can be
cut.

Ahead of Mr. Modi’s visit
last month, New Delhi had
already announced tariff
cuts on bourbon whiskey,
wines, motorcycles, and
electric vehicles.

‘Fair-trade terms’
According to the joint
statement issued in Febru-
ary, India and the U.S. will
target $500 billion in bilat-
eral trade by 2030, more
than doubling last year’s
trade value of about $200
billion, by ensuring “fair-
ness, national security and
job creation”.
“Recognising that this
level of ambition would re-
quire new, fair-trade
terms, the leaders an-
nounced plans to negotiate
the first tranche of a mu-
tually beneficial, multi-sec-
tor Bilateral Trade Agree-
ment (BTA) by fall of 2025,”
the statement had said, in-
dicating an expectation of
having a deal in place by
September 2025.

No Response from India on Trump Tariffs So Far

€9 ¢NE I 3T a& AR T FI$ gfafhar g

The Indian government did not respond on Wednesday to U.S.
President Donald Trump’s announcement of reciprocal tariffs against
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India.
TUAR P HRCAT TIHR o FANAT Teeafa Siares T0 garT Ra
yfauahy ERE aera A wyon @ F1$ gfafmar a8 &

e Mr. Trump’s speech came a day after Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal met U.S.
Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick.

AT S0 &1 Famer 39 o1 3mar o« arforey A fiqw e & 3R e wfEe gfas
et § Farhid |

e Mr. Goyal was also scheduled to meet U.S. Trade Representative Jamieson Greer for
discussions on the first phase of a Bilateral Trade Agreement (BTA).

forFeT airger &1 IR SR gfafafer Stetwe Rrax @ off gemera o o, fSwe gfageir
SR FAFIA (BTA) & Uga TR0T 9 =4t giely ot

e The BTA was agreed upon during Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to
Washington on February 13, 2025.

BTA FI GgATY ad TA 319 Termarda a¥g A o 13 GG 2025 &Y arfdiered &1 gRT
|

India’s Disappointment but Hopes for Negotiation

AR Y e, et ara=ia $r 3FAg

¢ India’s inclusion in the list of countries facing reciprocal tariffs after April 2 is seen
as disappointing.
I T 3T 20T T Yt 7 anfdrer g, oo 2 3ndker & are; wfawafir TRE &7 A= we
9291, fARTeITSI® AT ST @7

e The government had hoped that Mr. Modi’s visit and promise of "fair-trade terms”
in the BTA would have delayed Mr. Trump’s decision.

WFR Y 3 2 for et A Y Imam 3 BTA & " fasyet saaR eraf & are @ fawex
9 & $haa & 8 gt

e However, officials believe there is still time to negotiate with the Trump
administration.

glelifeh, TTRIRTRT T AT ¢ fob 3rfY 8ft ST wrermwrsT & ATy A1 Y s B

Global Responses to U.S. Tariffs

AP ERE 1T dRaw yfafmame

e Indiaremained silent, whereas China, Mexico, and Canada announced counter-
tariffs on U.S. goods.
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HRA g9 T, Safe e, AfFaat i wamst 2 3Ry seamel W sarh SR e
9o Y|

China and Canada filed complaints with the World Trade Organization (WTO)
against U.S. measures.

HeT 31 FATET A AT AR ST (WTO) & 3 ANFT F 39t & e Rvraa gor
S|

Brazil has not yet responded, but President Lula da Silva recently opposed Mr.
Trump’s 100% tariffs on BRICS countries.

TSl & 37 & F1$ gfafwar 78t &, Aiferet Isgufer of@m a1 frear a1 grer & 7 BRICS i
T €T &F 100% ERE F Saer o1 fAer v

Lula da Silva stated that these threats would not stop emerging economies from
seeking alternatives to U.S. dollar dominance.

el &1 fiear @ FeT o 3 el 3ee srdeaavynsit Y 3ARAY STer & Waca & faweq
@IS @ e A qrea|

India-U.S. Bilateral Trade Agreement Talks

HRA-IARFT gfagair AR g#sila ov ardt

All attention is now on Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal’s meetings in Washington
regarding the first phase of the BTA.

319 w3ft i g e = digw s i afderes 7 81 W doF i W E, TRIBTAF
Uga T0T 9T 4T §Y W B
Both Indian and U.S. officials are exploring areas where tariffs can be reduced.
R 3R AR ITAFRY 37 8137 Fr darer F @ &, g1 eRE FA fFw 51 Fhd 8|
Before Mr. Modi’s visit last month, India had already announced tariff cuts on:
Roe 7l ATt A & a1 @ ga, ARG o Iga & §7 3caral W eRE & Fweld $ir ot
o Bourbon whiskey
e et
o Wines
AWM
o Motorcycles
Arexarsfae
o Electric vehicles

saf¥es aear

Fair-Trade Terms and Trade Targets
fAsTeT s et 3R SR wa
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GS Paper ll: India-US

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

“In Europe, sometimes we
are very good in over-regu-
lating and the current Eu-
ropean Commission is very
strong on the agenda of
simplification of regula-
tions,” said Andrius Kubili-
us, European Commission-
er for Defence and Space,
in a conversation with The
Hindu. The EU can look at
India not only as a “good
destination” for produc-
tion and capacity expan-
sion but also as “an exam-
ple” of how to make
regulation more smart, he
added.

From an economic
point of view, the 2Ist cen-
tury, apart from being the
“Century of Space”, will al-
s0 be the “Century of In-
dia”, he said, adding the
partnership between India
and the EU was “limitless”.

“There are plenty of
platforms where we can
put very clear proposals,
both short-term and long-
term, and how we can de-
velop this cooperation and
partnership between India
and the EU, which would
be beneficial for both
sides, and beneficial glo-
bally and internationally,”
M. Kubilius said.

Strategic pact

He identified the strategic
pact on security and de-
fence proposed by Com-
mission President Ursula
Von Der Leyen, on the
lines of the EU’s pact with
Japan and South Korea; the
new strategic space dia
logue; and the forthcom-
ing negotiations on the
Free Trade Agreement that
Ms. von der Leyen and
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had agreed to con-
clude by the year-end, as
various possibilities.

The two sides are also
set to hold the India-EU
Summit by the end of the
year, wherein they expect
to renew the current Stra
tegic Roadmap for
2020-2025.

On the regulatory front,
he said over-regulation was
impacting competitiveness
in Europe, and they had
since proposed simplifica-
tion. One of the challenges
for the European defence
industry in ramping up
was not funding, which
was always an issue but
can be resolved, but “how
to build a factory”.

“It takes so much of
time and here again, India
could be very attractive,”
Mr. Kubilius said, adding
they heard that some In-
dian businesses can build
factories in 12 months,
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According to the February 2025 joint statement, India and the U.S. aim to achieve
$500 billion in bilateral trade by 2030.

HIE 2025 F HYFA 9T & HTAR, R 3R IARFT 1 F87 2030 dF $500 RAfrzer #1

gfRveir SR gTRe T

‘India a good venue
for production and
capacity expansion’

Andrius Kubilius

The European
Commissioner for
Defence and Space
says partnership with
India is limitless

which would take four
years in Europe.

In an unprecedented vi-
sit, Ms. von der Leyen, ac-
companied by 22 members
of the College of Commis-
sioners, visited India last
week.

Defence was a major fo-
cus area, and the two lead-
ers agreed on further fo-
cused  discussions  on
defence industry and poli-
cy to explore opportunities
from new initiatives and
programmes.

Mr. Kubilius termed the
geopolitical situation as
“turbulent times”, refer-
ring to the Russian war
against Ukraine. “There
are a lot of intelligence ser-
vices publicly reporting
that Russia can be ready to
start nmew  oppression
against EU member states
before 2030. So it brings,
for Europeans, a very clear
understanding that we
need to ramp up our pre-
paredness, our capabili-
ties, our defence industry,
defence production and so
on.”

Indo-Pacific stability
Elaborating, he said that it
was not Russia alone that
was creating all the possi-
ble threats to Europe. “But
we see also some kind of,
what they call, axis of ag-
gressive  authoritarians.
Starting from Russia, we
have Iran, North Korea,
and China is not far away
from that axis. That creates
possible instabilities here
in the Indo-Pacific. That is
why we need to look into
joint efforts on possibly
how to guarantee security
in this region, not just for
India.”

Adding that India played
a very important role in
the region, Mr. Kubilius
said the Indo-Pacific was
also important for the EU
as it was very important for
their economic develop-
ment.

«In 2024, the bilateral trade value was around $200 billion.
2024 #, ST AR serstar $200 fafarrer am|

«Both nations aim to ensure fairness, national security, and job
creation through the Bilateral Trade Agreement (BTA).

alet ger BTA & #Areast ¥ farsuarar, sy geam 3R AsroR goiat g
AT TR B

oThe leaders plan to finalize the first phase of the BTA by fall 2025.
T3t & 2025 & Iaers (RdeR) a% BTA & 9go O0T &) 3ifasd &7 & #ir

QIS F1S B

India a Good Venue for Production and
Capacity Expansion

R 3cuteet AR arrar fRTar & faw v sugeaa
YT

Andrius Kubilius, European Commissioner for
Defence and Space, stated that in Europe, over-
regulation is a problem.

U T8t I 3AReT g, Tigaw Fiaferaw & o1 %
AT 7 3f8 fAaaeT (over-regulation) T FHEAT 1

eThe current European Commission is working towards simplifying
regulations.

FerATe FURT 3T st i §X a1 & Tols W W@ B

eThe EU sees India not only as a "good destination" for production

and capacity expansion but also as "an example" for smart regulation.

TURT §Y (EU) R &1 8% Jeargst AR a1#rar faear & faw ve sreor
FUT &1 5781, dfedh FATE WA HT U 351801 3 AT B

India-EU Economic Partnership

ARA- AT F A 3T sy
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The 21st century will not only be the "Century of Space" but also the "Century of
India".

21t | 7 Shaer " Iafkar Fr T gren, dfcew o Fr adr ot gt

The India-EU partnership is described as “limitless”.

HRT- U e Y JrAGRY 1 " FAfAT S a2ar g

There are many platforms where short-term and long-term proposals can be
developed to enhance cooperation.

¥ F§ A7 § o1 Y 3R drdmfors ywaral I AR H agaeT qerr S T 8|

Strategic Pact and Free Trade Agreement

Al gagtar 3k Fed SR wHEHtar (FTA)

Mr. Kubilius highlighted a strategic pact on security and defense, similar to the
EU’s pact with Japan and South Korea.

forrer Fhafaea & gram 3k e X ve wrefas gt &1 seow &, S ide @a %
STaret 3R Ao ST & arer westa & @ ¢

The new strategic space dialogue and ongoing Free Trade Agreement (FTA)
negotiations between India and the EU were discussed.

7T FTARF srafer warg 3R oRa-JUdT T & e T W HFT AR GHSAr (FTA)
am?waa‘rgél

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and EU Commission President Ursula von der
Leyen agreed to finalize the FTA by the end of the year.

T g RGN 3R AT TN A Iregat 3P dlet ST AAA o 9§ & I dF FTA Y
A T & W weAfa FaT$|

The India-EU Summit is expected by the end of 2025, where the Strategic Roadmap
2020-2025 will be renewed.

HRA-JUdT e R FFASeT 2025 & Ha da gia 1 GH1E 8, foaed wiehfas dsdq
2020-2025 Y Fdtellghd AT Seam|

India’s Advantage in Industrial Growth

e e 7 s & afaar

~

Over-regulation in Europe is affecting competitiveness and industrial growth.

T 7 38 1= (over-regulation) gfavruteraar 3R e s 1 yanfaa

A&
One of the biggest challenges in European defense production is not funding, but
building factories quickly.

U T&T SeuTeet H Fad a9t ol uet Ay 781, afen FRATT doit F Tl A 8
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In India, factories can be built in 12 months, whereas in Europe, the same process
takes four years.

HRA # FRAA 12 AR F TAC AT THA ¢, ST91eh AT H FHS [T IR A 97T 8 |
This makes India an attractive destination for industrial expansion.

S8 HRA g RAFar & e v srads T 1 1T §

EU-India Cooperation in Defense and Security

T&Tl AR AT F ARG Je FghaT

Ms. von der Leyen, along with 22 members of the European Commission, visited
India last week.

fore afer 3T At 22 U 3mAeT & Wl & W1y Reer geare o s

Defense was a key focus area, and both sides agreed to strengthen cooperation in
defense industry and policy.

T&TT U WoTE &1 9T, 3 it wadl o Tatm 3ger 3 ey & weahor e w wenfa srars |
Mr. Kubilius described the geopolitical situation as “turbulent times”, referring to
the Russia-Ukraine war.

et Fhafeaw F s-weEfas Fufa 1 “srena T@a Famn, 3R F0-FaheT e T garer
feam|

He stated that intelligence reports suggest Russia could act against EU member
states before 2030.

3egiel e foh GRraT RElel & IR, T 2030 & gge JUHT W F TGET 4 9N FRas
T THT |

This has led Europe to focus on strengthening its defense industry and production
capabilities.

S JUT & 9T T&T 3T AR UG 4TAATIHT Y AT F W A Higad frar g

Indo-Pacific Stability and Global Security
Fa1- 2T Ruvar 3iiv dRaw gran

Russia is not the only threat to Europe; other authoritarian powers like Iran, North
Korea, and China are also concerns.

T 3rheT I & AT @awr 7A€t §; 01, 3R PR 3 e SRy 3 Famardy afeaar s
iar & o g1

These countries are forming an “axis of aggressive authoritarians”, creating
instability.

I 390 " HFHTAF GATAIRAT HT IS §a17 @ &, Torady 3T ear der gy W ¢

The Indo-Pacific region is also strategically important for the EU, as it plays a key
role in economic growth and security.
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F&T H 5 AT fAsTman 7

e India plays a crucial role in Indo-Pacific security, and the EU seeks closer

collaboration in this region.

#3312 e 7 wgcaqet sffer e B, 3 i W sw et A afass

AT ATET B

Army Surrounds South Sudan Vice-President’s Residence as

Allies Are Arrested

STRYOT 1T H ITRTSCATA & ITATH 1 [aAT o &R, Fgaeh PREAR

Army surrounds South Sudan V-P’s

residence as his allies are arrested
[GS Pg grll: Africa , " w

REUTERS

South Sudanese soldiers surrounded Vice-President Riek Machar’s
home in capital Juba on Wednesday and several of his allies were
arrested after an armed group allied to him overran an Army base in
the country’s north. Mr. Machar’s political rivalry with President
Salva Kiir has in the past exploded into civil war. AP

South Sudanese
soldiers surrounded
Vice-President Riek
Machar’s residence in
capital Juba on
Wednesday.

gfaor ¥aI & Afei o
TUAR T TTTAT Sar A7
Iqrseafa R AR &
AT &1 8T for|

e Several of Mr. Machar’s
allies were arrested following
the military action.

ey 7A9R % & WAt &y
RFar T o)

e The arrests came after an
armed group allied to Mr.
Machar overran an Army base
in the country’s north.

AR & GAYE UF WAEA HAG

A 3 F IR A YT v Qa1 3758 W Feoll X 1, Fwwsh o€ 78 Faws g3
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e Mr. Machar’s political rivalry with President Salva Kiir has previously led to civil war
in South Sudan.

et 7R it veefas wfagagfaar wsgafa wear Hist F arer uge o gfavor g3 7 77
IGH FT FROT =it ¥

Greenland is ours, says PM Egede, defying Trump threat

"HeTels FARTE," TUTTHH TS F T T HAT FI AHR U Fel
Greenland is ours, says PM
Egede, defying Trump threat

GS Paper ll:
AsGreenland

NUUK

Greenland’s Prime Minis-
ter declared on Wednesday
that “Greenland is ours”
and cannot be taken or
bought. He made the state-
ment in defiance of a mes-
sage from U.S. President
Donald Trump that the
U.S. will acquire the terri-
tory “one way or another”
though his administration
supports the Arctic island’s
right of self-determination.

Prime Minister Miute
Bourup Egede said the is-
land’s citizens are neither
American nor Danish be-
cause they are Greenlan-
dic. The United States
needs to understand that,
he wrote in a post in
Greenlandic and Danish on
Facebook on Wednesday,
adding the future of Green-

/2

Mute Egede

land will be decided by its
people.

His post came hours af-
ter Mr. Trump made a di-
rect appeal to Greenlan-
ders in a speech to U.S.
Congress on Tuesday, a
week before islanders head
to the polls for parliamen-
tary elections.

“We strongly support
your right to determine
your own future, and if you

choose, we welcome you
into the United States of
America,” Mr. Trump said.
“We will keep you safe. We
will make you rich. And to-
gether we will take Green-
land to heights like you
have never thought possi-
ble before.”

Many in Greenland, a
vast and mineral-rich is-
land that is a semiautono-
mous territory of Den-
mark, are worried and
offended by Mr. Trump’s
threats to seize control of
homeland.

Danish Prime Minister
Mette Frederiksen echoed
Mr. Egede in repeating that
Greenland is not for sale.
She said that Denmark
would like to hold onto its
commonwealth, but it’s a
commonwealth that must
be improved through
equality and respect.

Greenland’s Prime Minister
declared on Wednesday that
"Greenland is ours" and
cannot be taken or bought.

HfieTels & TUTTHN & TUIR HY
o i fF " fiaTds gART 8
3 3@ 7 aY forar s @wpar g 3R
oT & @leT ST FhvedT|

e He made the statement in defiance
of a message from U.S. President
Donald Trump that the U.S. will acquire
the territory "one way or another"
though his administration supports the
Arctic island’s right of self-
determination.

3ol Ig ST AN Iseufar seres T0
& Herer T Hager Fd ge i, oA

29 o hgT AT 1o 3R it o frdt adra
T 5 &1 FT AHTAAGOT FIIM, gTellTch 3oTehT

THR H$Tew gl & reafaviy & 3fsR w1 a7da w3 §

e Prime Minister Mate Bourup Egede said the island’s citizens are neither American
nor Danish because they are Greenlandic.

TUTAHA HE NTT WIS A FgT & gl & AR o at AR 8 3w 7 & 3faer, w=ife

Merdfes £
e The United States needs to understand that, he wrote in a Facebook post on

Wednesday in Greenlandic and Danish, adding the future of Greenland will be
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decided by its people.
37giel TUAR HY BagsH e H Meal 3w T Sforer smar 7 forar o @g7a v Al #t
Ig GASAT IR, 3R Ser % fiaels w1 ofasy 3@ e 99 F3

e His post came hours after Mr. Trump made a direct appeal to Greenlanders in a
speech to the U.S. Congress on Tuesday, a week before islanders head to the polls
for parliamentary elections.

3eTehT UIEe €9 & Ferels & At & Wem srdier F1a F Fo el 916 AT, S 3egied Hrerar
T HART FIA F FNAT FIQ U T 20T, SaTH FHET ATl & T Teed1e Te ol
gdaTdt AaaEr i dad F @

e Trump said, "We strongly support your right to determine your own future, and if
you choose, we welcome you into the United States of America."

€9 o FET, "H 3TIF I HAT FT 97 X & HAHR H7 G e FAST F:3 8, IS
31T ATE, AT & AT JANET H TR FId &1

e He added, "We will keep you safe. We will make you rich. And together we will take
Greenland to heights like you have never thought possible before.”

3egiel 37T9Y gl "§3 HTIhY FI&IT TWN | § ITIHT WY FATwa | 3R A1y fAcrnt g
Tols FI VH FArsAT dF o AT, [T 3Tt ggot F3 Fegar oft 71 i g
e Many in Greenland, a vast and mineral-rich island that is a semi-autonomous

territory of Denmark, are worried and offended by Trump’s threats to seize control
of homeland.

Merels & &3 oller, St e farerrer 3R @forer Wt @i & 3R 3% &1 v T &1 8,
ST Y 39S 3T W FeolT H¥a H1 g ¥ AT 3k amea &

o Danish Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen echoed Mr. Egede in repeating that
Greenland is not for sale.

mﬁmﬁ%mﬁmaﬁmmga@%mﬁﬁ#maﬁ
gl

e She said that Denmark would like to hold onto its commonwealth, but it's a
commonwealth that must be improved through equality and respect.

3og6iY gl [ SAATE YA ISCHSA FT TATT TGAT TTET &, Afohel Tg FATAAT IR TFATT
F ATEYH | dgaI} TATIT ST AR

(GS Paper 11l Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, 1S)
1.DeepSeek’s market disruption must awaken India

DeepSeek & IR H I FI AR & fAT Add) AHSHT 1T

2.CAG, Finance Commission hold consultation on public
finances, fiscal challenges
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3.SC seeks Uttarakhand response on ‘misuse’ of
afforestation funds

FHH FIE A ITES § FAIHI0T B3 F ‘GEUANT G ST AT
4.When debris from space crashes to the earth, who is
responsible?

S 3rafaT 1 Ferar g2t W FRar 8, &t wia TR fiar g?
5 Budget will pave way for stronger workforce: Modi
S A HIAT HT AT TAET FIM: A

6. Ropeway projects in Kedarnath, Hemkund Sahib get
Centre nod

FERATY, TAFS WIfea 7 Aud TRATS131 1 Fg A Fsgd
7. Reserve Bank to buy ¥1 lakh crore G-Secs
Red dF 21 @ F03 F TIFER) gies @i

8.Scientists engineer mice with hair like the mammoth

danfasl o greft & FAT Tl I I IR e
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DeepSeek’s market disruption must awaken India

IGS Paper lll: S&T

eepSeek, a Chinese company, has shaken
l) up the global tech industry and stock

markets with its low-cost artificial
intelligence (AI) model. This breakthrough has
forced critics to reconsider China’s position
vis-a-vis the United States in the race to
advancement and dominance in AT and
computational capabilities. DeepSeek’s
innovation has caught the attention of not just
policymakers but also business leaders such as
Mark Zuckerberg, who opened war rooms for
engineers after DeepSeek’s success and who are
now eager to understand its formula for
disruption. So what DeepSeek, which is originally
not a core Al firm but a financial trading
company, has essentially done is to create
generative Al models that perform on a par with
the current leader, OpenAl's ChatGPT, while
requiring significantly lower costs for
development and operations.

Placing China at an advantage

How does DeepSeek’s Innovation affect India’s
dominance in IT? The core of DeepSeek’s success
lies in its ability to overcome the limitations of
expensive computational power, giving it a
significant cost advantage over competitors
worldwide.

This disruption is reminiscent of India’s
long-standing dominance in the global
information technology (IT) sector, which has
been built on its competitive edge through an
abundant supply of skilled, English-speaking, and
cost-effective labour. However, with generative Al
eliminating both skill and language barriers,
DeepSeek’s innovation has accelerated the rise of
cheaper, more efficient alternatives that can
replace low-cost IT service providers at an
accelerated pace, posing a serious threat to
India’s IT dominance.

DeepSeek’s breakthrough not only strengthens
China’s position in Al but also opens the door for
broader advancements in IT services through

A

Gopal Krishna
Roy

is Assistant Professor
of Economics, Madras
School of Economics,
Chennai

The biggest
lesson it offers
to Indian IT
giants is the
power of
research and
development

Al-driven automation. The Indian IT sector,
which has long thrived on cost-effective
labour-led service models, now faces a reality
where Al can easily replace repetitive, low-value
tasks that were once its competitive advantage.
DeepSeek’s success signals that Indian IT giants
have fallen behind their Chinese counterparts in
this new era of technological competition and
innovation.

What can organisations learn from DeepSeek?
The biggest lesson DeepSeek offers to Indian IT
giants is the power of research and development
(R&D). DeepSeek treated Al product
development as a “sidekick” rather than a core
activity, yet this investment in innovation has
paid off tremendously. This highlights the
importance of utilising surplus capital as well as
idle resources, both capital and human, towards
R&D rather than merely optimising workforce
efficiency.

Companies should foster an environment that
encourages research, experimentation, and a
tolerance for failure. Instead of focusing solely on
delivering immediate business objectives,
organisations must cultivate a culture that goes
beyond routine deliverables. DeepSeek’s
approach of treating Al development as a
secondary initiative reflects its willingness to take
risks without expecting guaranteed returns. By
normalising failure as part of the innovation
process, it has created a foundation for
groundbreaking advancements.

For Indian IT firms, the takeaway is clear:
investing in R&D, even as a secondary pursuit,
can lead to game-changing breakthroughs. The
key is to build an ecosystem that values long-term
innovation over short-term optimisation.

Future priorities for India

India lags behind in R&D investment, a critical
factor for sustaining long-term economic
competitiveness. India’s gross domestic
expenditure on R&D (GERD) remains below 1% of

GDP, far lower than that of other major
economies, including China.

According to UNESCO Institute for Statistics
(UIS) data, China invested around 2.43% of its
GDP in R&D as of 2021, underscoring India’s need
for urgent policy intervention in boosting
domestic R&D in cutting-edge technologies such
as Al A key issue is the lack of investment in
advanced research, particularly in hiring top
talent, including PhDs, who are essential for
driving innovation.

One major policy misstep has been the
persistent debate over whether to prioritise
manufacturing or services. This false dichotomy
overlooks the strong linkages between the two
sectors. Manufacturing and services complement
each other and thrive together. Instead of
choosing one over the other, India must adopt a
balanced approach that fosters growth in both
areas.

India’s dominance in IT is now under threat.
The focus should shift toward building a
workforce that enhances productivity through Al
rather than being replaced by it. Traditional
comparative advantages such as cheap labour
and English proficiency are no longer sufficient in
the global Al-driven economy. Instead, India must
recognise and retain its high-skilled domestic
talent to ensure innovation happens within the
country rather than abroad.

Focus on quantum technology

As a top priority for the future, India must ensure
it does not fall behind in the next major
technological frontier, which is the quantum
computing race. Advancements in quantum
technology will be crucial for maintaining
technological leadership in the coming decades.
To stay competitive, the government and private
sector must significantly increase investments in
R&D, particularly in quantum computing
alongside Al, and actively recruit top researchers
to drive breakthroughs in this field.

DeepSeek’s market disruption must awaken India
DeepSeek & FSTR & 9T FI R & [T AddaAT GHST AT

DeepSeek, a Chinese company, has shaken up the global tech
industry and stock markets with its low-cost artificial intelligence (Al)

model.

DeepSeek, Tsh Hist HYT, A YA HHA AR arel BRI sefaa T (Al)
Alsel & SIRT ARTw aaveltehl 3gAT 31T AW TRT 7 Ferae 79T &Y 31

e This breakthrough has forced critics to reconsider China’s position vis-a-vis the
United States in the Al race.

SH Hheld o ATeraet i =it hr RUfy @ gafdar @ & e seqy s R 8, v &9
U §IFT T FARFT & FFaa Al A3 |

o DeepSeek’s innovation has caught the attention of policymakers and business
leaders like Mark Zuckerberg, who opened war rooms for engineers after

DeepSeek’s success.

DeepSeek & AR ¥ AfAfAATA3T 3 AR Stera F A3t 7 A 3R NT fRaT §,
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o DeepSeek is originally a financial trading company, but it has created generative Al
models that match OpenAl’s ChatGPT while reducing development and operational
costs.

DeepSeek H& ¥ & U ey efEar wusit 3, difthet 3= W& Fenifeq Al Afse a=mre § S
OpenAl & ChatGPT & WA Y5 d §, 3R 59 Rera 7 gara i anra &1 8t &4
frar &

Placing China at an advantage

et Y Fod o=

o DeepSeek’s success has overcome the limitations of expensive computational
power, giving it a significant cost advantage over global competitors.

DeepSeek ®Y THT o Hg FFILAA qra¥ hr HAT31T F1 4R F: foram 8, fowa &
AR gfaeafii o Agcayet o amer e g

e This disruption is similar to India’s long-standing dominance in the global IT sector,
which was built on skilled, English-speaking, and cost-effective labour.

Ig deolld 0 & s gt 8 7 o T7T @ T AT 1§ WoIcd SiaT ¢, ST Fared, i
Siere aTer 3R HA AT aTel HH T 3R 27|

e With generative Al eliminating skill and language barriers, DeepSeek has
accelerated the rise of cheaper Al-driven alternatives that can replace low-cost IT
service providers, posing a serious threat to India’s IT dominance.

SIeRfeT Al g@RT Flerer 3R 7T Hit aTENHT FY FATCT FIA F Y, DeepSeek o FEA, Al-
JmeTie Rsredl & 387 1 s FI AT ], S FH AT arel) I T Jar3it & yfaenia &
Feha ¢, FSTH8 R & I a1 MR @ e g1 AT |

o DeepSeek’s breakthrough strengthens China’s position in Al and opens doors for
broader advancements in IT services through Al-driven automation.

DeepSeek ® Therdr @ =it Y Al 7 e # Asrqa fFam 8 31 Al-3maRea Faareas &
ATEA A IT 131t H 719 T & gar @ R

o India’s IT sector, which thrived on cost-effective labour, now faces a reality where Al
can replace repetitive, low-value tasks, which were once India’s competitive
advantage.

AR &7 IT &1, ST HF AT arer A7 9 A3 o1, 319 v FRufa & & 5787 Al IR-aR 8
aTel, FA Hed T FTAT F G Tehell 8, i1 el AR Fr afaeaeicas qgad oY

o DeepSeek’s success signals that Indian IT giants have fallen behind Chinese
counterparts in this new era of Al-driven technological innovation.

DeepSeek dY AT 3H dTd & hd &t & T IR IT Hufaar 7 Al-3maRa awadr
FATER & o1 A A vfaraiE F Ros g #)
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What can organisations learn from DeepSeek?

HIrSAT FF DeepSeek F FIT Hr@=T IA1iRw?

The biggest lesson from DeepSeek is the power of research and development (R&D).

DeepSeek ¥ Ha¥ a3t fi@ Jreqae 3R fawme (R&D) #r ufFa ¢

DeepSeek treated Al development as a "sidekick”, yet its investment in innovation
has paid off tremendously.

DeepSeek & Al AT F "Her® " F T 7 frgm, T off g Aamr & fwar =

e SreReET T & h @

This highlights the importance of utilizing surplus capital and idle resources (both
capital and human) towards R&D instead of merely optimizing workforce
efficiency.

Ig sifafea it 3t ST gamst (a8 a8 IOl 8t a1 AT gaTee) i Fad s
GaTAT S6T & T ArgaTeT 3R A (R&D) # #emet & #gea &1 qelfar ¢

Companies should foster an environment for research and
experimentation

Fafaal Y srqaerr 3R A F AT sregwer Al o e

Companies should encourage research, experimentation, and a tolerance for
failure.

haferal T IreTEeTe, FAeT AR fAwerdar F afe wgerefierar #Y qgrar &ar afge)

Instead of focusing solely on immediate business objectives, organisations must
cultivate a culture that goes beyond routine deliverables.

Hdel dehlel SATTHIAF T8N I CATT e XA & T, Haroai1 1 T wegpfar Fwfaa
A TIfRT S e Ft @ amer e

DeepSeek’s approach of treating Al development as a secondary initiative shows its
willingness to take risks without expecting guaranteed returns.

DeepSeek T Tfbeaivr, e Al e #Y gfadas vga & w7 # forar, g5 gafar § & ag
T3 IR @t 1 3rdam T EH A Fr AR Y

By normalising failure as part of the innovation process, it has created a foundation
for groundbreaking advancements.

Rrwerar w1 AaraR 9iRaT F1 AT BEar a9, 50« Fifaer! yIrfa & v s s
YR R fFar g

For Indian IT firms, the takeaway is clear: investing in R&D, even as a secondary
pursuit, can lead to game-changing breakthroughs.

R 3§ Fufaat & forw T Geer 98 § [ R&D & faer, 9 9 gfadas o @
41 o g, 92 IColTd o HhaT &
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The key is to build an ecosystem that values long-term innovation over short-term
optimisation.

HqEY a1 e ¢ o dar mRTPafaehy a e e St sreusifas g & qora
A1 TarER I #Aged &

Future priorities for India

AR & v #iasy i rafAwane

India lags behind in R&D investment, a critical factor for sustaining long-term
economic competitiveness.

AR HrgaTeT AR R (R&D) # faer & amrer F fd 8, 5 drdafers snfds
faTqticHHdr a4T0 T@ § AT 319ed+ §

India’s gross domestic expenditure on R&D (GERD) remains below 1% of GDP,
much lower than other major economies, including China.

HIT T Fel B HeTHT 3R AT 577 (GERD) GDP #71 1% @ #ft w1 8, St a7 wfea
g @ IrdeaaeUnsit 1 e A agd 4 ¢
According to UNESCO Institute for Statistics (UIS) data, China invested around

2.43% of its GDP in R&D as of 2021, highlighting India’s need for urgent policy
intervention.

TR SEITYE BR FeRefEead (UIS) & st & Ire[ar, et & 2021 T 319« GDP &1
I 2.43% R&D H fader fwam, S 1Rl & TIT cfeehrel sAfe GUR T JTaRThT Y
T &1

A key issue is the lack of investment in advanced research, particularly in hiring top
talent, including PhDs, essential for driving innovation.

Teh YW HHEAT 3eeict IeaeiTer 3 forder 1wt 8, Trae ofvd ufaemait &y orcff o, forerat
dieas) are i anfaer &, St FarR F 31 Te & A Ageayy §

One major policy misstep has been the persistent debate over prioritising
manufacturing or services, overlooking their strong linkages.

T 981 Afa I 75 W@ & & Rfaator a1 dansit w wrafAewar & w demar g5 g @
g, STafeh aleil & o<l Holed Haer &

Instead of choosing one over the other, India must adopt a balanced approach that
fosters growth in both areas.

fenefl Teh 1 YoTol o T, SR Y et &A1 7 s 1 9grar & & faw wgfad effesior
39T TfRe

India’s dominance in IT is under threat. The focus should shift to building a
workforce that enhances productivity through Al rather than being replaced by it.

TR T ST &1 WX A &1 €I 39 3R gl Tnfev for Ol FrRierfea s faa & sme s
Al #Y FEg ¥ IcaTGHdT 91T, o faF Al garr afarafa 8l
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e Traditional advantages like cheap labour and English proficiency are no longer
sufficient in the global Al-driven economy.

IR a8, ST FEaT #3337 gaTen, 319 ARaw Al-3menRa gy # v
et ¥

e India must recognise and retain its high-skilled domestic talent to ensure
innovation happens within the country rather than abroad.

HRA FY Il ITT-FAeT B, TTAHTIHT Y TETToAT AR TATC TG B, 1fh Farar ger
# &8, 7 F fRAger )

Focus on quantum technology
FaTcH SFATAATSIT U EATeT higd HIT

e As atop priority, India must ensure it does not fall behind in the next major
technological frontier: quantum computing.

T A qrafdear & &9 &, 3R @I I8 AR i T v foh ag rra 98 deheiiehr &t —
FaeH FGfETr 7 IS 7 @

e Advancements in quantum technology will be crucial for maintaining technological
leadership in the coming decades.

FaTeH ATl H YT 3MTeY ATel G2rhT H AdeThT slefed AT @1 & fow 3maegs gt
e To stay competitive, the government and private sector must significantly increase
R&D investments, particularly in quantum computing alongside Al.

el §e7 Tget & forw, avaR 3 sl 8 &Y sreqaune 3 e (R&D) # Ageaqul &7
¥ forder sgrem wifRw, Ty w0 @ Farew Fgfea AR Al F|

e India must actively recruit top researchers to drive breakthroughs in quantum
computing and Al.

HI 1 oy eirersratait Fr afrT w7 & a7t el afe arfes et Fogfear v Al #
Agcaqut waTfer @) 7 |
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CAG, Finance Commission hold consultation on public
finances, fiscal challenges

Fer 3R e amaler & W fae fa 3ik e geifaat o =

CAG, Finance Commission
hold consultation on public
finances, fiscal challenges

GS Paper lll: Fiscal
The |Challenges

NEW DELHI

Comptroller and Auditor
General K. Sanjay Murthy
on Wednesday held a
meeting with the 16" Fi-
nance Commission, which
was led by its Chairperson,
Arvind Panagariya, in
Bhopal.

“The high-level consul-
tation formed a critical
part of the Commission’s
ongoing assessment of the
financial landscape of the
Centre and States. The de-
liberations mainly focused
on three key areas: Union
and State finances, local
bodies, and Public Sector
Enterprises (PSEs), among
others,” said the supreme
auditing body.

The CAG shared various
audit findings for the Un-
ion and States in different
sectors, fiscal challenges
and stress points, includ-
ing the gap between ex-
penditure and non-debt re-
ceipts for the Union and
States combined, and key
areas of concern including
a decline in the State Own
Tax Revenue (SOTR) bu-
oyancy of States and vary-
ing levels of SOTR and Non-
Tax Revenue of States.

K. Sanjay Murthy

He drew attention to the
need for regular reporting
of off-budget borrowings,
meeting the Fiscal Respon-
sibility and Budget Man-
agement (FRBM) Act tar-
gets and the taking into
account post audit liabili-
ties computed by CAG in its
reports.

Technology adoption

“...areas such as stamp du-
ty, registration fees, and
State excise collections
have been identified as
having substantial poten-
tial for enhanced fiscal per-
formance. Recommenda-
tions in this regard include
regular updates to market
value guidelines, improved
classification of property
types, and the adoption of
modern technology — such

as sensor-based systems
and QR codes — to mini-
mise revenue leakages and
improve data accuracy,” it
said.

In the realm of Goods
and Services Tax (GST) ad-
ministration, the CAG has
proposed several reforms
aimed at widening the tax
base and enhancing tran-
sparency, involving the in-
tegration of unregistered
goods and service provid-
ers into the framework via
automated data collection
and real-time information
systems, along with impro-
vised taxpayer verification
processes.

Apart from suggesting
standardisation of ac-
counting practices at all
tiers of the government, it
also highlighted that, as an
immediate measure, har-
monisation of local bodies’
accounts with Central and
State accounts could be at-
tempted in top 100 cities.

Among the recommen-
dations made were local
body use of Integrated Fi-
nancial Management Sys-
tem (IFSM) for onboarding
the fund transfer made by
States to the urban/rural
local bodies and streamlin-
ing accounting practices.

&9 &% 3¢IH (PSEs)|

Comptroller and Auditor General
(CAG) K. Sanjay Murthy held a
meeting with the 16th Finance
Commission, chaired by Arvind
Panagariya, in Bhopal on
Wednesday.

o= 3R AgTe@T TdisTw (CAG) #.
"o A F 163 e amaer & w1y dow
&Y, forahr sreaatar sRfaE weerfear
AR FT Harer 7 H|

. The high-level consultation was part of
the Commission’s assessment of the financial
landscape of the Centre and States.

g 3TU-FaT 4T Fg 3R Toat & Relw aReg &

3MTehelel T Uah Tg&ar Y|

. Discussions focused on three key areas:
Union and State finances, local bodies, and
Public Sector Enterprises (PSEs).

T T T AT it THE &t oY Ot F AR
U= F faiy Rufa, ey e, 3k adsfas

Key Audit Findings and Fiscal Challenges

e The CAG presented audit findings for the Union and States across various sectors.
CAG & &g 3t Trodt & Raffiest &=t o arv 3itfee st &t wegar fma|

e Fiscal challenges include the gap between expenditure and non-debt receipts for

both Union and State governments.
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ST aAtfert 3 &3 3R 3R-For wifeaat & st &1 3a fde 8, Sif g 3R U7
IR & forw fRiar &t fawa 1

e State Own Tax Revenue (SOTR) buoyancy is declining, with varying levels of SOTR
and Non-Tax Revenue across States.

AT F 39 F ASET (SOTR) HY Eftr g ue W &, 3R SOTR 31K IR-a¢ Tt T2t
H 37eT9T-37e19T TR W & |
e The CAG emphasized the need for regular reporting of off-budget borrowings.

CAG o g9 ¥ a1gX fhT a1 3uRY (Off-Budget Borrowings) &Y faafda Raféar v

3METSHAT R AR fem|

e He also highlighted the importance of meeting Fiscal Responsibility and Budget
Management (FRBM) Act targets.

3ogiel TSI 3T 3HX I91€ gaer=T (FRBM) 3rfRfas & dadl & @ a3 &
Hecd 1 Y Y@iferd foram|

e The CAG suggested considering post-audit liabilities computed in its reports.

CAG & 379elt RaYé & qive-3iifEe Saeiial #) enfae &3 $r off Rwrier )

Technology Adoption for Revenue Improvement

TSI PUR & T dhedis HT 3TF1T

e Stamp duty, registration fees, and state excise collections have high potential for
fiscal improvement.

TG Yok, TAHOT Yo AR AT HTTHRT HAGOT & USRI FUR A ITT THTAT & |
e Recommendations include:
gormal 7 anfaer ¢
o Regular updates to market value guidelines.
TR H{e fenfadert &1 fafe segas
o Better classification of property types.
WU & IR HT Iga? Faffhor|
o Use of modern technology like sensor-based systems and QR codes to
reduce revenue leakage and improve data accuracy.

FHT-3meTRa yorrel 3R FYIR Fis St sryfas qawait w1 3921, S0 Tored
frama 1 gt sitv 3e1 i Fdwar # gur a

GST Reforms for Transparency

SHeadt gur 3R aREfRiar

e The CAG proposed several reforms to widen the tax base and enhance
transparency in Goods and Services Tax (GST) administration.
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CAG & SiTHel qerrder & FX ATUR F Fgiet HR IRERIAr o & fov w5 Furt #1 yeaT
|

e Key recommendations include:
yog@ ARl
o Integrating unregistered goods and service providers into the GST
framework using automated data collection and real-time systems.

Taeiferd 31 wareor AR frarer-erw Rieew & ATeaA @ Jdhiga avq 3 dar
veTdaT3t # sead o # A FLar|

o Improving taxpayer verification processes.
FIETAT3AT Y FeATaeT GFHAT 7 FUR FI|

Standardisation of Government Accounting

HIHTY AGTheT HT HATAhIHTT

e The CAG recommended standardising accounting practices across all levels of
government.

CAG & T TR TRY U @TeheT UTHATIHT & ATThIHTOT hY FABIIRET FT|

e As animmediate step, the harmonisation of local bodies’ accounts with Central
and State accounts should be initiated in the top 100 cities.

TH aRd FcH F T #, T RSt & @ral #71 $g 31 57 & @) & 919 g6@-99
efi¥ 100 2rg¥ # @rre o ST =g e

e Local bodies should use the Integrated Financial Management System (IFSM) for
tracking fund transfers from States to urban and rural local bodies.

TR sl 1 v i yaeret gomelt (IFSM) T 39317 F¥a1 T1fg T difes st &
agdY 3R FTHAT T AFTEY Y FT AT B3 THET F FIREN @ TF|

e This will help in streamlining accounting practices and improving financial
transparency.

SO AW FiHAT3T FY STy F3a 3R ey arefiiar & gur w3 & A Heeh|

Page6o
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SC seeks Uttarakhand
response on ‘misuse’
of afforestation funds

GS Paper lll:
Environment

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday sought a res-
ponse from the Uttarak-
hand Chief Secretary to al-
legations based on a
Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG) report in
the public domain about
the misuse of Compensato-
ry Afforestation Fund Man-
agement and Planning
Authority (CAMPA) funds
by the State Forest Depart-
ment to buy gadgets, in-

cluding iPhones and
laptops.
The CAG document and

media reports on it were
brought to the notice of a
Bench of Justices B.R. Ga-
vai and A.G. Masih by ami-
cus curiae, senior advocate
K. Parameshwar.

‘Serious concern’

“The CAMPA fund is to be
utilised for increasing the
green cover. Utilisation of
the same for non-admissi-
ble activities and not de-
positing the interest as per
the Act with the SCAF
(State Compensatory Affor-
estation Funds) is a matter
of serious concern. We,
therefore, direct the Chief
Secretary of Uttarakhand

A CAG report had
claimed misuse of
funds by State Forest
department to buy
gadgets, including
iPhones and laptops

to file an affidavit on these
aspects,” the court direct-
ed the State.

The CAG report referred
to the State’s CAMPA ex-
penditure for 2019-2022
and reportedly uncovered
multiple financial irregu-
larities. Aside from making
purported unauthorised
purchases of iPhones, lap-
tops, fridges, coolers, and
office renovations, funds
were also reportedly used
for fighting court cases and
personal expenses. It also
referred to non-payment of
interest amounting to
3275.34 crore between
2019-20 and 202122, des-
pite repeated requests
from CAMPA authorities.

The report said the State
government had acknow-
ledged the issue and
claimed that 150 crore of
the interest liability was
deposited in July 2023. Ho-
wever, it was alleged that a
substantial amount was
still unaccounted for.

SC seeks Uttarakhand
response on ‘misuse’ of
afforestation funds

Tl FIE A 3TES A
FAIIOT 5 & ‘GHIAT I
STaTe AT

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday sought aresponse
from the Uttarakhand Chief
Secretary regarding allegations
based on a Comptroller and
Auditor General (CAG) report.

A FIE 7 FUAN Y TGS &
A& wiaa § wfafsar #Aeh, s
forgae 31t AgTer@T gdiaTd (CAG)
&Y RaYe uT ey 3y &
gafaa g

. The report alleges misuse of
Compensatory Afforestation Fund
Management and Planning Authority
(CAMPA) funds by the State Forest
Department for buying gadgets like
iPhones and laptops.

Raté # wrewr a1 fysmmer ganr wfaqes
getshoT AT yave 3k Ferar wifsor
(CAMPA) & %3 & GO T 3RIY ST
IR &, T I 3 dvery sk deiew
&1 @lig anfAe B

. The CAG document and media
reports were brought to the notice of a
Bench of Justices B.R. Gavai and A.G.
Masih by amicus curiae, senior advocate
K. Parameshwar.
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uffrmw 7 (= ) aftss srftraesrar &. 9werear can weqe fear |

‘Serious Concern’ Raised by SC

eftar Y& 3 “aishe Riar sra

The CAMPA fund is meant for increasing green cover, but it was allegedly used for
non-admissible activities.

CAMPA 3 FT 38829 §Rd TaT0T (Green Cover) FGIT 8, dfchel 38 i &9 A i
sfafafaat & fore saier v

The court directed the Chief Secretary of Uttarakhand to file an affidavit addressing
these concerns.

HIE A IS & HET T Y 3T HG@l W gAhATAT ST Flal FT fader fm|
The CAG report examined CAMPA expenditure for 2019-2022 and found multiple
financial irregularities.

CAG RaYE & 2019-2022 & CAMPA =1 & I $i 3R Fs e srfaaf@aansit &1
garar |

Funds were reportedly used for unauthorised purchases of iPhones, laptops,
fridges, coolers, office renovations, court cases, and personal expenses.

Rl F ITUR, 63 FT 3TANT A, ety fver, Fer, FraTaT Tdeiaor, sreredr
A 3R SAfFaera @at & forv o |

The report also mentioned non-payment of interest worth ¥275.34 crore (2019-2022)
despite repeated requests from CAMPA authorities.

Rate # 75 o Seord fanar 7 o CAMPA FfAFIRET & TR-IR 30 F:3a & 199G

275.34 FUF (2019-2022) FT SATST g1 HTAT IAT|

The State government acknowledged the issue and stated that ¥150 crore of the
interest liability was deposited in July 2023.

T TFR A 7 e F FHFR AT 3R 30gT 1o 150 FA3 FT SqTST 1§ 2023 7 AT
o |

However, it was alleged that a substantial amount is still unaccounted for.

gTeliTeh, I AT STorraT a1 ¥ var a7 feear arsfY off srama B
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When debris from space crashes
to the earth, who is responsible?

Despite being a critical issue in space governance, space debris lacks a universally accepted legal definition; thus, legal disputes often hinge on
whether a piece of debris qualifies as a ‘space object’ under the Convention for International Liability for Damage Caused by Space Objects of 1972

Shrawani Shagun

magine going about your day when

a heavy metal object suddenly

crashes in front of your house. You

and your neighbours are shocked.
You rush out to check what has happened
and struggle to make sense of the sight: a
misshapen piece of hot mertal, blackened
by fire and soot, with a cloud of dust
swirling around it.

This isn’t a scene from a sci-fi film. On
December 30, 2024, a metal object
weighing 500 kg fell in Makueni county in
Kenya. Experts from the Kenya Space
Agency characterised it as a separation
ring from a space-bound rocket. While
Jonathan McDowell, an astronomer
known for cataloguing space launches
and objects in orbit, and some others
have expressed scepticism that the object
was a part of a rocket, similar incidents in
the U.S. and Australia before have served
repeated reminders of the urgent
problem of space debris.

Space activity is becoming more brisk
as countries are launching more rockets,
satellites, and spacecraft. Falling debris
also challenges the laws that protect
humans. The question of accountability
looms largest: when debris crashes to the
earth, who is responsible and how can
they be held accountable?

Space debris in law

Despite being a critical issue in space
governance, space debris lacks a
universally accepted legal definition in
international treaties. Commonly
accepted working definitions come from
the Inter-Agency Space Debris
Coordination Committee and the UN
Comimittee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer
Space (COPUOS). The latter refers to
space debris thus: “space debris is all
man-made objects, including fragments
and elements thereof, in Earth orbit or
re-entering the atmosphere, that are
non-functional”

Given the lack of definition, legal
disputes often hinge on whether a piece
of debris qualifies as a “space object”
under the Convention for International
Liability for Damage Caused by Space
Objects of 1972. This distinction is critical
because liability attaches to space objects
under the Convention, but if debris is no
longer under a state’s jurisdiction,
responsibility becomes more challenging
to enforce.

Article VI of the Outer Space Treaty
1967 forms the cornerstone of
international space law. It says states bear
responsibility for all national space
activities, whether conducted by
governmental or private entities. The 1972
Convention also introduced “absolute
liability” for damage caused by space
objects on the earth. Unlike fault-based
liability, absolute liability requires no
proof of negligence: launching states are
automatically responsible for harm
caused by their debris.

Not just a technicality

But enforcement remains a crucial
challenge. The resolution of disputes
banks on diplomatic negotiations, often
resulting in prolonged settlements that
fall short of actual costs. After the Soviet
satellite Cosmos 954, carrying a nuclear
reactor, crashed in Canada in 1978,
Canada spent years negotiating with the

In July 2023, officials said an object found on a beach in Western Australia was part of an ISRO rocket. The image shows ISRO's Aditya-L1 spacecraft being

USSR and ultimately secured only $3 million
of the estimated $6 million clean-up cost.
The case underscored the gap between
legal liability and practical enforcement,
leaving affected parties vulnerable to
inadequate resolutions.

If a fragment from a defunct satellite
causes damage decades later, can the
original launching state still be held liable?
Such legal uncertainties also weaken the
effectiveness of existing liability frameworks
and complicate enforcement.

Attributing debris to its source adds
another layer of complexity. While
advanced tracking systems and forensic
analysis can often trace debris, such as
identifying Soviet-era components or
SpaceX fr older, undoc
objects or highly fragmented debris may
defy identification.

Gap in governance

The surge in global space activity and the
repeated use of rockets and rocket parts
have made uncontrolled reentries risky.
Earlier this month, pieces from a SpaceX
Falcon 9 rocket landed in Poland. But the
U.S. Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)
said its oversight ended when SpaceX lost
control of the rocket. The response
exemplified a growing concern: once a
space object is no longer actively
controlled, no clear authority is responsible
for its reentry or any damage it may cause.

In July 2024, China’s Long March 5B
rocket core stage, a 23-tonne metal
behemoth, plunged uncontrolled into the
southern Pacific Ocean, narrowly avoiding
populated areas. This was the rocket’s
fourth such reentry event since 2020 alone,
and reignited global alarm over space
debris.

Unlike more modern rockets, which have
parts that are designed and machined to
burn up completely during reentry or have
the ability to be steered over remote areas,
the Long March 5B core stage lacks disposal

launched onboard PSLV-C57 on September 2, 2023. PTI

A surge in space activity has
made uncontrolled reentries
risky. Earlier this month, pieces
from a SpaceX rocket landed in
Poland. But the FAA said its
oversight ended when SpaceX
lost control of the rocket

mechanisms, making its descent a game
of orbital roulette. While China has
improved reentry predictions, warnings
often come too late for other states to put
meaningful safeguards in place.

These incidents have exposed another
glaring gap in space governance: there are
no binding rules to penalise uncontrolled
reentries until damage occurs. Space
agencies have condemned such risks as
“reckless” but these warnings carry no
legal weight without international
regulations that commit countries to
proactive measures.

The rapid growth of satellite
mega-constellations, such as SpaceX
Starlink, Amazon Kuiper, and Eutelsat’s
OneWeb, will add more than 100,000
satellites by 2030, increasing the risk of
uncontrolled reentries. Many older
satellites also lack deorbiting plans,
worsening debris accumulation in orbit.
While small satellites usually burn up,
larger objects like rocket boosters and fuel
tanks often survive reentry, posing
threats. In 2022, a fragment of SpaceX's
crew capsule Dragon crashed in Australia.

Guidelines such as the UN’s rule to
have satellites deorbit within 25 years are
still voluntary, with only around 30%
compliance, leaving thousands of
decaying satellites in unpredictable orbits.

‘What needs to change?

The world urgently needs regulatory
clarity to rescue it from the overarching
problem: no mandatory oversight exists

for reentries unless direct harm occurs.
Without urgent reforms, uncontrolled
reentries will become more frequent and
the affected communities will continue to
bear the costs without recourse.

The world needs stronger regulations.
For one, COPUOS must push for binding
global regulations that require controlled
reentries and penalties for non-compliant
actors.

In parallel, national governments should
strengthen domestic policies, requiring
companies to adopt debris mitigation
strategies as a condition for getting launch
licenses.

Disposal rules should be mandatory as
well as require spaceflight entities to have
controlled reentries or the ability to move
to graveyard orbits (where defunct
satellites are moved to avoid colliding with
other satellites). And these needs should
be enforced through sanctions or launch
bans.

Second, improved tracking systems,
such as expanding the U.S. Space Fence,
can improve monitoring and reentry
predictions.

Sustainable space practices, including
debris-neutral technologies and reusable
rockets, should also be incentivised to
reduce clutter in orbit and enhance
long-term safety.

Finally, the 1972 Liability Convention
must be modernised to include an
independent international tribunal with
binding enforcement powers.

Space is not a lawless frontier but it risks
becoming one without decisive action. The
time for voluntary guidelines is over:
global cooperation, enforceable rules, and
accountability mechanisms must take
precedence before the sky truly starts
falling.

(Shrawani Shagun is pursuing a PhD at

National Law University, Delhi, focusing
on environmental sustainability and space
governance.shrawani.shagun@gmail.com)
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responsible?

S 3rafaT 1 Ferar g2t W FRar 8, &t sl TR giar g?

Space debris lacks a universally accepted legal definition, making
legal disputes complex.

iafat #ae 1 78 arstiAw 7 & wdigd FeE o 38§ Sed
Fefe! faarg e g oet &1

e The Convention for International Liability for Damage Caused by Space Objects
(1972) determines whether debris qualifies as a "space object".

FATSET STRACT TFATST (1972) F dga g o 6T A1ar ¢ o g Forar "aReT a&g" &
 F A77  Ir 787

Real-life incidents of space debris crashes

et Fed F gt W ORa & aeafas geane

e On December 30, 2024, a 500 kg metal object fell in Makueni County, Kenya.
30 fewaT 2024 HY, 500 FHAVATH HT UTT FT THIT AFTA HT3EY, Fo T H TR

o Experts from the Kenya Space Agency identified it as a separation ring from a space-
bound rocket.

ST IAfReT Toid! & ALyl 57 38 HAfeT H St 31T e HT Fererer Ner gam|
e Astronomer Jonathan McDowell expressed skepticism but acknowledged similar
incidents in the U.S. and Australia.

mﬂaﬁnﬁhmﬂﬁﬁaﬁmaﬁmﬁﬁmmaﬂrﬁeﬁmﬁ@aﬁwaﬁ
HCATHT I TR fhaT|

e Theincrease in space activity raises concerns about human safety and legal
accountability.

arer nfafafRt # gefr & AT JRam 3 FIep FaEed W) Riar ag 7§

Space debris in law

FHANET FHeld § S FHIefall Tgel

e There is no universally accepted definition of space debris in international treaties.
FATSET GiRT 7 safket Aaa Ff 7S aaiP@s wdhiga afem a8 )

e The Inter-Agency Space Debris Coordination Committee and UN Committee on the
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (COPUOS) provide working definitions.

Fe-voI e T4 3T A Fadr 3R g weg aredt sraRar & aifaqet sur
FfATY (COPUOS) F& riefier aReMNIT Fere et &

Page64

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

a
www.patrioticias.in

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

la

COPUOQOS defines space debris as "all man-made objects, including fragments, in
Earth orbit or re-entering the atmosphere, that are non-functional.”

COPUOS & H[8R, 3rafer werar @it Arra-fafdia awqe 8, ot o3 st anfaer §
gt 1 FaT F § A7 agHST F T @ g3 FT @ § AW 39 wrdeler w@ )

Legal disputes depend on whether debris qualifies as a "space object" under the 1972
Liability Convention.

Tl TadTe 58 9 AR ahd € o FelaT 1972 STRCT WoaeleT & ded " HaRer a&q" & &9
H A & a1 7T

If debris is no longer under a state’s jurisdiction, enforcing responsibility becomes
difficult.

IfE Forar frdlt o & SR a7 7 71 §, A TR ole] 3T HfSet g S 3|

International treaties and liability

Article VI of the Outer Space Treaty (1967) states that countries are responsible for
all national space activities, whether by government or private entities.

T3 T4H 1Y (1967) FT HTeoq VI el o Toh aer it weft Iedhr srafer aifafaftat &
T SFeR §, 98 & T g a1 foieh Teamsit gan|

The 1972 Liability Convention introduced absolute liability for damage caused by
space objects on Earth.

1972 &1¥cd FFAS o IaRaT Tt garT gedt & e 1w ear & fae qof el
(absolute liability) aTef f&aT|

Absolute liability means that no proof of negligence is required—launching states
are automatically responsible for the damage caused.

got aTiied &7 3¢ § o SmaRame) ifard #3a Y eI sal gt g—dled e ardd o
FaaIford §9 § T ¥ e FFeR A e #)

Challenges in enforcing liability

3G AR Fa Y Totfaat

Enforcement remains a major issue, as diplomatic negotiations take years and
often do not cover actual costs.

ARECTAh ST S el oTgl Y Tl ¢ |

Example: In 1978, the Soviet satellite Cosmos 954, carrying a nuclear reactor,
crashed in Canada.

3¢Tg0T: 1978 H, Mfadd 39ag FIFAM 954, foras swgfaerax Rueae ar, Feamst 7 |

Canada negotiated for years and received only $3 million of the estimated $6 million
cleanup cost from the USSR.
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AT $6 fAfeTer ot

This case highlighted the gap between legal liability and actual enforcement, leaving
affected parties with inadequate compensation.

$H ATHS o Fiefeht g1 3R aeafas Frfeaysr & @i 61 @1$ F1 3a0R FHa, Saw
THTTAT Tl T IrqATeeT HIATaSIT e

If a satellite fragment causes damage decades later, can the original launching
state still be held accountable?

Afe T I ST T GHST &GADI §1G THHTA T §, ol FT el Aled HIA aTel G Y
fOFATR agrar 31 aFar 87
Such legal uncertainties weaken existing frameworks and complicate enforcement.

Ul et arfaRaaant Alser o @l FHSN FA § 3R JadeT H i Fore 5

Tracking space debris
et FelS T IaT AT

Attributing debris to its source is a major challenge.
HeIS & Qi T GG FIAT TF a3 Iotlell o

Advanced tracking systems and forensic analysis can sometimes identify debris
origins, such as Soviet-era components or SpaceX fragments.

I ¢fFher RTed 3 PRI RAedvor Fefi-Fel Ao F Al T ggar o Tohd §, o
Hifrae o & R a1 Fwvaw F g

However, older undocumented objects or highly fragmented debris may be
impossible to trace.

mw,ﬁmmﬁamgﬁmmﬁw?ﬂmmﬂmmﬁm
gl

Gap in governance

HT H @IfAAT

The increase in global space activity and frequent rocket launches have made
uncontrolled reentries dangerous.

dftas srafer afafafat & gefer 3 aR-ar Wahe dlea g F ST Tervaer
(uncontrolled reentry) @dleITe &1 T &

In July 2024, China’s Long March 5B rocket core stage (23-tonne metal piece)
crashed into the Pacific Ocean, narrowly missing populated areas.

FATS 2024 , <feT & wiler AT 5t Uhe HT 23-2oT YT FT THST YA AFTAER 7 B,
TSEa EET arel 817 STo-aTef & T
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o Inearly 2024, SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket debris fell in Poland, but the U.S. Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA) said it had no responsibility after SpaceX lost
control.

2024 FY YEIHTA H, TIATFH BleheT 9 Uhe HT FerdT Arais & IRy, Afehet AR wehar
faaATee gt (FAA) o &g foh FqaTaw garT faaaor @ & a1g 3t F1§ faFaer a8t
gl

e Unlike modern rockets, China’s Long March 5B does not have disposal
mechanisms, making its descent unpredictable.

mefare et & Rrodia, =ier &1 dfer AT 5at 37 fwers &7 (disposal mechanism) &8t
¥, e saeT Go-vaer 3 fRad gt s ¥

e These incidents show a major flaw in space governance—there are no binding
penalties for uncontrolled reentries unless damage occurs.

& AT afer arae # a8 @At e @ rvdy & v #1§ areger &3 78
g, 919 aF T FI$ JaateT 71 8|

Pa la

a
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Rising risks due to increasing satellites

3YIAGT T TGl HEIT H Fgd Tl

e By 2030, over 100,000 satellites from mega-constellations like SpaceX Starlink,
Amazon Kuiper, and Eutelsat OneWeb will increase uncontrolled reentry risks.

2030 %, FIWTFH FERTA®, AT FIT, A FEeRT qerad SiE AM-7&TH (mega-
constellations) & 100,000 & 38 394E T H gid1, [T I o194 FT TAW 96

SITE |
e« Many older satellites lack deorbiting plans, worsening space debris accumulation.
&S QU 3T -3t T Arerenait Y Fal ¥, T siafer Ao i waear a5 @
e In 2022, afragment from SpaceX's Dragon Crew Capsule crashed in Australia,
proving that larger debris survives reentry.

2022 #, TIWCFH & 31T F oy H1 el e foran & O, fSrad wnfea gan o a3 #er
Qe 9aeT & GRIe A€ A1gh gt

e The UN’s voluntary rule to deorbit satellites within 25 years has only 30%
compliance, leaving thousands of decaying satellites in orbit.

TYFA TS (UN) FT Fafeas faer, St 25 a6t & suarel &1 31-3itfde #ter 31 dgdr §, 36
Faer 30% 3HeqTert & 8, ol gol AT s FEam A g @ B

What needs to change?
T 9519 TITF §2

e Stronger international regulations are needed to prevent uncontrolled reentries.

AT T7:93 Y Al & AT AT ARSI sl iy st ¥
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COPUOS (UN Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space) must push for
binding regulations that enforce controlled reentries and penalize non-compliant
actors.

T Tsg aTe 3afat & enfaqet swater i afd@fa (CoPuos) w PR T-wder
(controlled reentries) I JfAAR F= 3R AIH 7 A arell F1 Sfed F&A & v
IrEYHRY fATAT I AR 1 AT

National governments should enforce stricter policies, requiring companies to
adopt debris mitigation strategies before granting launch licenses.

TS FIHRT Y F3 A7 a9] F3a AT, oy Hafar 1 gaiqor agd« (launch
license) e & 9gar AelaT Yt IONTAAT (debris mitigation strategies) 39aATelY
Goill

Disposal rules must be mandatory—requiring spacecraft to either have controlled
reentries or be moved to "graveyard orbits" to avoid collisions.

fagere gAY (disposal rules) F AR TARIT STAT TRFT—THTT 3raARET I H Ir aY
feraifia ger:5aer (controlled reentry) F&T gYeI AT "J9TS JHifde" (graveyard orbit) # &
SATIT g1 ifeh caniid & 91T ST Teh |

Penalties, sanctions, or launch bans should be imposed on entities failing to comply.

fI#AY T 9Tt o I aTell 9T &8, Tfaeer AT 981991 A (launch bans) 7S ST TR

Technological advancements for better tracking

g FFIr & AT a1 It

Expanding U.S. Space Fence and other tracking systems will improve debris
monitoring and reentry predictions.

IANET TF HH (Space Fence) 3R 37 a1 AT w1 RTaR A H IR
(debris monitoring) 3R ger:-wder #r sfszaroft (reentry prediction) #Y IgaX FaTE|

Sustainable space practices should be incentivized, including debris-neutral
technologies and reusable rockets.

e 3rafer wum3it (sustainable space practices) @ WicATgd fFAT =T TIfRT, S
HeaT-74ge daeia (debris-neutral technology) 3R 9eT: ¥@s¥ IFe (reusable

rockets)|

Modernizing the 1972 Liability Convention
1972 1R FaAee 1 My fashraor

The 1972 Liability Convention must be updated to include an independent
international tribunal with binding enforcement powers.

1972 g1 TFAW &) 3gTasT (update) AT SIT=T A1fRT, T v Faad AR
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FTATTYSIOT (independent international tribunal) @, it STETHRY TadieT AfFaAT

(binding enforcement powers) & e

e Stronger accountability mechanisms should be enforced globally to ensure that
communities do not bear the cost of space negligence.

A STarEaa! a7 (accountability mechanisms) @ f¥as FaX wv ey fFam S
IR, aTfeh WeeTaT 1 et 39T (space negligence) Y FAT o THEA T3

e Spaceis not alawless frontier, but it risks becoming one if immediate reforms are
not implemented.

IARET PN FTeleTTag1eT 817 741 8, olehe] IfG Tehlel YUR g1 fFT 7T, & I8 AT 1 Fehel
gl

e Thetime for voluntary guidelines is over—global cooperation, enforceable rules,
and accountability mechanisms must be prioritized.

feew fafadart (voluntary guidelines) &1 @57 FATCd 8 T ¢—3Raw wgar
(global cooperation), & T STt A7 fA=19 (enforceable rules), 3T STaT@d &=
(accountability mechanisms) @Y Y fAsdr & S Fifge|
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A genetically edited mouse with long, thick,
woolly hair at a lab in Dallas, Texas. Ap

Scientists
engineer mice
with hair like
the mammoth

GS Paper llI:
{Environment

Extinction is still forever, but scientists at
the biotech company Colossal Biosciences
are trying what they say is the next best
thing to restoring ancient beasts:
genetically engineering living animals
with qualities to resemble extinct species
like the woolly mammoth.

Woolly mammoths roamed the frozen
tundras of Europe, Asia, and North
America until they went extinct around
4,000 years ago.

Colossal made a splash in 2021 when it
unveiled an ambitious plan to revive the
woolly mammoth and later the dodo.
Since then, the company has focused on
identifying key traits of extinct animals by
studying ancient DNA, with a goal to
genetically “engineer them into living
animals,” said CEO Ben Lamm.

Outside scientists have mixed views
about whether this strategy will be helpful
for conservation.

“You're not actually resurrecting
anything — you're not bringing back the
ancient past,” said Christopher Preston, a
wildlife and environment expert at the
University of Montana, who wasn’t
involved in the research.

On Tuesday, Colossal announced that
its scientists have simultaneously edited
seven genes in mice embryos to create
mice with long, thick, woolly hair. They
nicknamed the extra-furry rodents the

Colossal’s Plan for Genetic Engineering

PATH HT T A HAT Frotatt

Colossal said it focused on mice
first to confirm if the process
works before potentially moving
on to edit the embryos of Asian
elephants, the closest living
relatives to woolly mammoths

“Colossal woolly mouse.”

Results were posted online, but they
have not yet been published in a journal
or vetted by independent scientists.

The feat “is technologically pretty
cool,” said Vincent Lynch, a biologist at
the University of Buffalo, who wasn’t
involved in the research.

Scientists have been genetically
engineering mice since the 1970s, but new
technologies like CRISPR “make it a lot
more efficient and easier,” said Lynch.

The Colossal scientists reviewed DNA
databases of mouse genes to identify
genes related to hair texture and fat
metabolism. Each of these genetic
variations are “present already in some
living mice,” said Colossal’s chief scientist
Beth Shapiro, but “we put them all
together in a single mouse.”

They picked the two traits because
these mutations are likely related to cold
tolerance, a quality that woolly
mammoths must have had to survive on
the prehistoric Arctic steppe.

Colossal said it focused on mice first to
confirm if the process works before
potentially moving on to edit the embryos
of Asian elephants, the closest living
relatives to woolly mammoths.

But because Asian elephants are an
endangered species, there will be “a lot of
processes and red tape” before any plan
can move forward, said Colossal’s Lamm,
whose company has raised over $400
million in funding.

Independent experts are skeptical.
“You might be able to alter the hair
pattern of an Asian elephant or adapt it to
the cold, but it’s not bringing back a
woolly mammoth. It’s changing an Asian
elephant,” Preston said.

Still, the refinement of precision
gene-editing in animals could have other
uses for conservation, said Bhanu Telugu,
who studies animal biotechnology at the
University of Missouri.

Telugu said he was impressed by
Colossal’s technology advances that
enabled scientists to pinpoint which
genes to target. The same approach might
one day help fight diseases in people, said
Lamm. So far, the company has spun off
two health care companies.

Scientists engineer
mice with hair like the
mammoth

darfAeT  greft & A
aTall aTel g a3 fhT

Extinction is irreversible,
but scientists at Colossal
Biosciences are attempting
to genetically modify living
animals to resemble
extinct species like the
woolly mammoth.

faefea sraRadsra &, afa
PIATT FRAHISHS &
dfas Shfaa srerast #r
HEAF T § TN F:=
T T HT IQ & T &
Ay, F g -

. Woolly mammoths once
roamed Europe, Asia, and North
America, but they went extinct
around 4,000 years ago.

Telt Aey el U, ol sk 3ad
AN A 910 A1 &, AAfeheT I Farsrer
4,000 a¥ yger faee gt T

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in
Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page7O


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Pa la

a
www.patrioticias.in

o Colossal Biosciences announced in 2021 that it would work to revive the woolly
mammoth and later the dodo.

Frrge TAEEAS 7 2021 F By ¥ fF a5 gelt Axyr F gorsiifad #3139 7 et
TR I B |

e The company is identifying key genetic traits of extinct animals by studying ancient
DNA.

Ig AT YTt STAT T HEAT FI faefed Torfadl & Hecaqor 3Tea i it
UgaTe T T E
e CEO Ben Lamm stated that the goal is to engineer these traits into living animals.

N A7 AT 7 gl Tob g7 Fardrwamait Y e Sirerat 3 s &7 T&w B

Creating the "Colossal Woolly Mouse"

"HAH Jell A" T fAATOr

e On Tuesday, Colossal announced that scientists had edited seven genes in mice
embryos to create mice with long, thick, woolly hair.

HITAR FY, Hlerde o Grvor $Hi i damfast F gg F o1 7 dra e garfea e aifs &9,
uet 3 it arell arer g SR fre S EF |

e The genetically modified mice were nicknamed the "Colossal Woolly Mouse".
ITIa AT w9 F WA T 1 “Frewe gt ABE A1 f&m I

o Results were posted online but have not yet been published in a scientific journal or
reviewed by independent scientists.

IR JifeTerrga AT R T, et 318l ceh el dmrfarss afr & yarflia i gu 3k
¥ AT GaRT GAET 7ET A 7S

Scientific Views on the Research
CeGEIE AR IGIE R

e Vincent Lynch, a biologist at the University of Buffalo, called the experiment
technologically impressive.

IfAafdd e ahat & Nafdwre fAde fol o 5@ 92T 1 aaeidr &0 & gamaeme

AT

+ Genetic modification of mice has been done since the 1970s, but CRISPR technology
has made it faster and more efficient.

1970 & G ¥ g1 &1 ITIatrs welereT fnam 31 11 8, Ao CRISPR adelid o1 38 ot
31 arflrer weret e R ¥

e Colossal’s scientists studied DNA databases of mice to identify genes linked to
hair texture and fat metabolism.
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Freiraer & At @ Gl F SNeAT S H1 3T AT AIH arelt F swrae 3R @
TATIEY (fat metabolism) ¥ 3 ST TgaTe ST ||

These genetic variations already exist in some mice, but scientists combined them
into a single mouse.

4 HTARAF 951 Tga ¥ & F& g1 7 Alog F, Afehet danfast @ 3¢ v & 98 & e

Future Plans: Editing Asian Elephant DNA
srfasT Y Ao vfAars g1fdat F1 Shvav e

Scientists believe that these modifications help animals survive in cold climates,
similar to the prehistoric Arctic steppe.

TRt T AT § T & WeerT Srerart #Y 32 araraRor F AT E F Aee W HFA
S fob areleT 3T feed T |

Colossal plans to apply these genetic modifications to Asian elephants, the closest
living relatives of woolly mammoths.

HIGTES T AISTeT ¢ Toh I8 §eT HIATAF aconal 1 TRIATS FIRAAT I AR FY, S it Axer
¥ g Aweasn sHifAa Reder &

However, Asian elephants are an endangered species, and strict regulations will
make this process difficult.

Aferet TS greft Reqeavma yenfa 8, 31X w3 foras 3w witvar ) wfee 9o @& 21

Ethical Concerns and Skepticism

Christopher Preston, a wildlife expert at the University of Montana, criticized the
project, saying, "This is not bringing back the woolly mammoth; it's just modifying
an Asian elephant.”

IfAafid e AleEr & aegsiia faevs Breewt Seee 58 TR Y reiraer s
EU el "IE Tell AAY Y A1qw AL A1 @7 ¥, T R wRAAwE greft Y weer wr Rl

Beth Shapiro, Colossal’s chief scientist, acknowledged that many regulatory steps
are needed before the project moves forward.

FrArTe FT HET 1o a7 A & TR & g aRisar w1 3m qe= & faw
%S [AIHS FeH 3TIGF gt |

Potential Applications of Genetic Engineering

rerafar gelifaafer & wenfaa suarer

Despite skepticism, some experts believe precision gene-editing can benefit
conservation.
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Bhanu Telugu, an animal biotechnology expert at the University of Missouri, was
impressed by Colossal’s ability to identify and modify specific genes.

Frafiidt sit el 3 ey St ey RresT sy Aoy 31 Freiarcr B Rftree shet A1

TEdT 3R 3¢ AU FIA HT &7A I F71faq gU|
Colossal believes that the same technology could help in treating human diseases
in the future.

FIATEST T AT & [ I8 aaias #iasT & A Nt & sarar # Aee FT THdr ¢

The company has raised over $400 million in funding and has already spun off two
healthcare companies.

AT 71 T400 FATrTe & 3rflreh Y e S[erg § 3N Jgel &) & Fareed a@enTe Hufadi H T

a"{gﬂﬁm

Budget will pave way for stronger workforce: Modi

S A I HT AT TAET HLM: A

Budget will pave way for
stronger workforce: Modi

He says current education system can meet needs of the 21st century world owing to steps such

as NEP, expansion of IITs and tapping of Al; govt. looks to add 75000 medical seats in five years

S Paper II: GS
thiPaper Il

NEW DELHI

his year’s Union
T Budget will pave
the way for a stron-

ger workforce and a grow-
ing economy, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi said
here on Wednesday, while
addressing a post-Budget
webinar on boosting job
creation.

Mr. Modi said the vision
of investment in people
stood on three pillars —
education, skill and health-
care. The education sys-
tem was going through a
huge transformation after
several decades. “Big steps
like the National Education
Policy (NEP), expansion of
IITs, integration of technol-
ogy in the education sys-
tem, use of the full poten-
tial of Artificial Intelligence
(A1), digitisation of text-
books, work of providing
learning materials in 22 In-

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Preparing for future: Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressing a
post-Budget webinar on boosting job creation. pTi

dian languages, and many
such efforts are going on in
mission mode. Due to
these, today India’s educa-
tion system is matching the
needs and parameters of
the 21st century world,” he
said.

Industry-ready youth

He said the Centre had pro-
vided skill training to more
than three crore youth
since 2014. “We have an-

nounced plans to upgrade
1,000 industrial training
institutes (ITIs) and create
five centres of excellence.
Our aim is that the training
should be such that they
can meet the needs of our
industry,” he said.

On announcing 10,000
additional medical seats in
the Budget, he said the
Centre had plans to add
75,000 medical seats in the
next five years.

On tourism, Mr. Modi
said that apart from the ho-
tel industry and transport
sector, there were new op-
portunities for other sec-
tors as well.

“Our health sector sta-
keholders should invest in
promoting health tourism,
grab this opportunity. We
should also use the full po-
tential of yoga and well-
ness tourism. We also have
a lot of scope in education
tourism,” he said.

On Al he said the sector
could aid in the economy’s
growth by several lakh
crores of rupees. “There-
fore, we have to move fast
in this direction,” the
Prime Minister said.

The government had ta-
ken several steps in this
budget to promote start-
ups, Mr. Modi said adding
that a corpus of %1 lakh
crore had been announced
to promote research and
innovation.

Contact Number : 9971932488
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This year’s Union Budget will
help create a stronger
workforce and a growing
economy, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said on
Wednesday during a post-
Budget webinar on job
creation.

3 a¥ & FAIT dolc AsTqd
FIIT 3R TEdl rdeaaTyr H1
AT JUET FI, TN TG
A 7 FUAR FI FolC & TTG
VSR Gl W A 7 gl

. Mr. Modi stated that investment in
people is based on three pillars:
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education, skill, and healthcare.

A AEY F FgT T At A Ader e st ¥ 3menRa & Rve, witerer ikt waresT a4y

Transforming the education system

18T gorrely 7 IRad=r

e The education system is undergoing a massive transformation after several
decades.

fR¥&T JoTTeh FF G A1g 3 FEenal ¥ Ao W o
o Key initiatives include:
HEY dgel MR E:
o National Education Policy (NEP).
Iy fvat Aifa (NEP) |
o Expansion of lITs and integration of technology in education.
ITEITES 71 RATAR 31T R&T F qheile w1 A
o Use of Artificial Intelligence (Al) and digitization of textbooks.
anfeRpRrer efarsie (Al) T 39T AR greaqEas! #1 Bfaeesor|
o Providing learning materials in 22 Indian languages.
22 AT A3 # reqT G 3T FIAT|

e Due to these efforts, India’s education system now meets 21st-century global
standards.

ST YTET & FHIROT, SR Y ST Jorrel 37 21t 7Y & AR AR F 3TET B W ¥

Industry-ready youth
3T & foT SR gar

e Since 2014, the Centre has provided skill training to more than three crore youth.
2014 @ T TF, Fg FIHR o it FU3 F 3fw Farait w1 sherer wfvator yerer fFFar g

e 1,000 industrial training institutes (ITIs) will be upgraded, and five centres of
excellence will be created.

1,000 3itefre wiRraTor HEAmE (ITIs) T 3793 BT streen, 3R 9 3cgsear #g
(Centres of Excellence) T fohT STTar|

e The aimis to equip youth with skills that match industry needs.

388%% TE © o FaT3i &1 ¥ Flerer @ ST Y 37T Y HTRAFATIH F QU F|

Expansion of medical education

Rafercar frem &1 _Aear
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The Budget announced 10,000 additional medical seats.
Fo1¢ & 10,000 rfaRea Afzwa det i aryom Y 75|
The government aims to add 75,000 medical seats in the next five years.

TR 39T 9T aut 7 75,000 AfZFa HE Sz A Faar a1 W@ B

Boosting tourism and health tourism

qded 3R Tareey gded #Y gear

The tourism sector presents new opportunities beyond the hotel and transport
industries.

T 8 giee 3R aRags 3gHT § W JAT 37T V&I FIT1

Health sector stakeholders should invest in promoting health tourism.
TR 819 ¥ 3 Raure! #1 Tareey wdes Y qgrar &t 7 fAder e arfge|
Yoga and wellness tourism should also be fully utilized.

AT 31X deaw gReH 1 o g aXE 39T F A S @R

Education tourism has great potential for growth.

MAF gdee 7 IIR FHEAT T

Artificial Intelligence (Al) and economic growth

anfefsfarrer sefsta (AI) 3ik anfde gefer

Al has the potential to contribute several lakh crores to the economy.
Al IATTTYT H F$ AT TS TIA FT ARSI & FhdT 2
The country must move quickly in this direction to leverage Al’s benefits.

& Y 3 e 3 Qsft & 3T aga gem, aTfes Al & wmet ST QX 39T AT 3 W

Encouraging startups and innovation
Fere3rey 3 AR FY JerEr

The government has announced several initiatives in the Budget to promote
startups.

TR o T A FEIEITH FT 9¢ET & F T 5 TgaT &
A %1 lakh crore corpus has been announced to promote research and innovation.

IHHT R AATIR FY Fe1aT &1 F AT 21 e F:03 F1 F9 G B arm g
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Ropeway projects in Kedarnath, Hemkund Sahib get Centre

nod

ST, § AR o A ARt Y g Y o

Ropeway projects in
Kedarnath, Hemkund
Sahib get Centre nod

GS Paper lll:
Infrastructure, They will be built at
Environment a cost of 7,000

The Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs (CCEA),
chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, on Wed-
nesday approved two ro-
peway projects in Uttarak-
hand, one connecting
Sonpryag and Kedarnath
and the other Govindghat
and Hemkund Sahib Gu-
rudwara.

Expected to be built at a
cost of 7,000 crore under
the National Ropeways De-
velopment Programme,
Parvatmala Pariyojana, the
ropeways will cut travel
time to the pilgrimage sites
situated over 3,500 metres
above sea level.

The 12.4-km Govindgh-
at-Hemkund Sahib rope-
way will be developed in a
design, build, finance, op-
erate and transfer (DBFOT)
mode at a total capital cost
of ¥2,730.13 crore. “Cur-
rently, the journey to Hem-
kund Sahib is a challenging
21-km uphill trek from Go-
vindghat and covered on
foot or on ponies or in pa-
lanquins,” said a govern-
ment communique.

The proposed ropeway
will provide convenience
to pilgrims visiting the
gurdwara which remains
open for about five months
a year between May and
September, with 1.5 to 2
lakh pilgrims visiting an-
nually. The ropeway will
help tourists visiting the
Valley of Flowers, a UNES-
CO World Heritage Site lo-

crore under the
National Ropeways
Development
Programme

cated in the Garhwal

Himalayas.

Passenger capacity

“The ropeway is planned
to be developed in public-
private partnership and
will be based on Monoca-
ble Detachable Gondola
[system] from Govindghat
to Ghangaria (10.55 km),
seamlessly integrated with
the most advanced Trica-
ble Detachable Gondola
(3S) technology from
Ghangaria to Hemkund Sa-
hib Ji (1.85 km) with a de-
sign capacity of 1,100 pas-
sengers per hour per
direction carrying 11,000
passengers per day,” it
added.

The 12.9-km ropeway
from Sonprayag to Kedar-
nath will be constructed at
a cost of ¥4,081.28 crore.
To be built with a similar
technology, the Kedarnath
ropeway will be able to car-
ry 18,000 passengers a day.
This ropeway will reduce
the current travel time of
eight to nine hours to
around 36 minutes.

Pilgrims on the route
either take helicopters or
ponies from Gaurikund to
Kedarnath or walk along a
16-km uphill path to the
temple.

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs
(CCEA), chaired by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, approved two ropeway projects in
Uttarakhand on Wednesday.

YT g AT T IreT8TaT # 3w AT A
AfFAsT @A (CCEA) ? THaR &I 3aEs # &
Aaa a3t Y Fsdr &

. One ropeway will connect Sonprayag to Kedarnath,
while the other will connect Govindghat to Hemkund Sahib
Gurudwara.

T N9 QAT FH FERATT { S139T, STelfeh gerr Mfdeare wr
§ADS TIHEd TearT & ST |

Project cost and benefits

IRRASTAT Y ST 3T AT

. The ropeways will be built under the National Ropeways
Development Programme, Parvatmala Pariyojana, with an
estimated cost of ¥7,000 crore.

TS W9 RAFTH FRAHA, TaddATT IRITSTAT & T8 o7 A9 T
fo#TOT feharm SrwaT, fSehT 31gATfard dmere 27,000 F03 g19f|

. These ropeways will significantly reduce travel time for
pilgrims visiting high-altitude religious sites at over 3,500
metres above sea level.

I AU 3,500 HeX @ 30+ Fa1$ W fuq enfiis syai NI F
AT F FTH FH HT 297

Govindghat-Hemkund Sahib Ropeway

e 12.4-km ropeway to be developed in Design, Build, Finance, Operate, and Transfer
(DBFOT) mode at a capital cost of ¥2,730.13 crore.
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12.4 TR et A9 fBomser, fA#Tor, faeayor, geree 3iX g&diaor (DBFOT) Afse &
€2,730.13 A3 &Y aRrd & Ta A fohar Sream|

Currently, the journey to Hemkund Sahib is a challenging 21-km uphill trek from
Govindghat, covered on foot, ponies, or palanquins.

qOHT A, gHFS FIfeT At I Mfdeare @ 21 el A wfea ae1$ &, 59 Y, geari ar
qrafRal & a9 e Srar gl

The ropeway will benefit 1.5 to 2 lakh pilgrims annually, as Hemkund Sahib remains
open only for five months (May to September).

a?ﬁqa‘ﬁml.sﬁzam?hﬂmﬁﬁﬁmqgam,mﬁ%%ﬂgﬁm%amm
a7 (378 @ Rae) & v gaar |

It will also help tourists visiting the Valley of Flowers, a UNESCO World Heritage
Site in Garhwal Himalayas.

Ig TeaTe feaATerd 7 Fua Taen fea eiey Ty "3l 3ie rarad & wdes! & fav o
TR 1|

Passenger Capacity and Technology

I &7 4T AR ddaE

The ropeway will be developed as a public-private partnership (PPP) project.
g A9d &1 AT Arderfas-fAsh smafierY (PPP) Atse & fhar sireem|
It will use Monocable Detachable Gondola (10.55 km from Govindghat to

Ghangaria) and Tricable Detachable Gondola (3S) technology (1.85 km from
Ghangaria to Hemkund Sahib).

sgH AlAIhad 3¢Aad s (10.55 R Midgare @ Ry a) 3R cadad Bédad
AT (3S) et (1.85 et arafar & dwrers wifte o) a1 3uier fohar sirwem|

Design capacity: 1,100 passengers per hour per direction, accommodating 11,000
passengers daily.

fEstTSeT &aaT: 9fa u¢ ey f&em 1,100 I, Tl ASITIT 11,000 ITHY ITAT T el |

Sonprayag-Kedarnath Ropeway
AIAIITT-FERATYT 9

The 12.9-km ropeway will be constructed at a cost of ¥4,081.28 crore.

12.9 fFY oa1 A9 24,081.28 FUS Y AT W TATIT ST

Passenger capacity: 18,000 passengers per day.

T &7 f T 18,000 AT ATAT HT THA |

The ropeway will reduce the current travel time from 8-9 hours to just 36 minutes.

g AU TAATST 8-9 € FY ITAT F hael 36 fAsTe d& HfAT FT 23m|
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e Currently, pilgrims travel to Kedarnath from Gaurikund via helicopters, ponies, or by
walking a 16-km uphill trek.

qoAT &, NI 7KFs § FERY aF A&7 FehHIoe, o A7 16 et iy Ters deer
T & L B

Reserve Bank to buy
X1 lakh crore G-Secs

|GS Paper lll: Money Supply

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

Reserve Bank of India on
Wednesday announced
open market purchases of
government securities (G-
Secs) of X1 lakh crore.

The move followed a re-
view of current and evolv-
ing liquidity conditions,
the banking regulator said.

Two tranches
The liquidity injection will
happen in two tranches:
%50,000 crore on March 12
and the rest on March 18,
the RBI said.

In addition, the RBI also
announced it would under-
take rupee/U.S. Dollar

swaps worth $10 billion for

a 36-month
March 24.
“The Reserve Bank of
India will continue to mon-
itor evolving liquidity and
market conditions and
take measures as appro-
priate to ensure orderly li-
quidity conditions,” said
the RBI in the statement

tenor on

AT A & Sl

Liquidity Injection in Two Tranches

&Y Tl & aReldr vare
e The liquidity injection will take place in two tranches:
aerar ya1g (liquidity injection) & Ao & fRaT SITTam:

Reserve Bank to buy %1 lakh
crore G-Secs

Raa dF T1 9@ FNT F TTHER
dies @A

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
announced on Wednesday that it
will conduct open market
purchases of government
securities (G-Secs) worth %1 lakh
crore.

AR Red 3 (RBI) & Jear &t
Yo H fF ag Tl T FAT F
TIHRT dfes (G-Secs) A Go TR A
TG FI

e The decision follows a review of current
and evolving liquidity conditions, according
to the banking regulator.

Tg fAvTT adanT 3k T & W axaar
(liquidity) & Fegfa &t g#am & s1g forar I,
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o ¥50,000 crore on March 12.
£50,000 S 12 AT 1|
o Remaining ¥50,000 crore on March 18.

AY ¥50,000 FS 18 AT H|

Rupee/U.S. Dollar Swap
TAT/ AT sTek |9

e The RBIl also announced a rupee/U.S. Dollar swap worth $10 billion for a 36-month
tenor on March 24.

RBI & %10 31 STerd e &1 TIANIARAY STert F49 36 A Y 3rafer & forw 24 A Y
ST I EYOTT |

RBI's Monitoring and Future Measures

RB| &Y IR 3R srfasa &Y Fs=me

e The RBI will continue to monitor liquidity and market conditions and will take
appropriate measures to ensure stable liquidity.

RBI a¥erdr A 1o i afaat o3 e @ 3 giafeaa s fF sraeas Few 3o1w
ST ATF AT Hford aeit @

TOPICS COVERED (PCS Special)

1.2.52 cr. women to get pending monthly aid on March 8:
Tatkare

52 1S ATEATIHT T 8 AT HI dfad ATRAF TerIdT [F: de

2.RBI names Joshi as executive director

T3S A Selt 1 FrIFRY e g e

3.Sharath Kamal, table tennis legend, calls it a day

oo e & E39ToT IRNY FAA o G Y 90T Y

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page79

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

2.52 cr. women to get pending monthly aid on March 8:
Tatkare

2.52 F18 AR F) 8 AR F) Ffd ATRAF Fergar A g

2.52 cr. women to get
pending monthly aid
on March 8: Tatkare

[PCS

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

A total of 2.52 crore eligible
beneficiaries under the
Majhi Ladki Bahin Yojana
will get the pending instal-
ments for the months of Ja-
nuary and February by
March 8, Maharashtra Wo-
men and Child Develop-
ment Minister Aditi Tat-
kare said on Wednesday.
She added that no change
had been made to the elig-
ibility criteria of the Ma-
hayuti government’s flag-
ship scheme for women.

The Minister shared the
information while answer-
ing a Calling Attention Mo-
tion in the State Legislative
Council. When asked
about the Mahayuti lead-
ers’ promise, ahead of the
November 2024 Assembly
election, to increase the
monthly aid from 1,500 to
2,100, Ms. Tatkare said
the amount would be in-
creased after a call on the
issue is taken by Chief Mi-
nister Devendra Fadnavis
and Deputy CMs Ajit Pawar
and Eknath Shinde.

She added that 2.63
crore women had applied

Development Minister Aditi
Tatkare. EMMANUAL YOGINI

for benefits under the
scheme, out of which 2.52
crore were found eligible.

In response to Congress
leader Satej Bunty Patil’s
question about the pro-
mise of increasing the
monthly aid, Ms. Tatkare
said the government had
not promised to disburse
the increased amount in
the first budget.

On the question about
the eligibility criteria, she
said, “The scheme is ap-
plicable to women in the 21
to 65 age group. So every
month, those who are 65
years old are declared in-
eligible. Due to this, the
number of beneficiaries
changes regularly.”

A total of 2.52 crore eligible beneficiaries
under the Majhi Ladki Bahin Yojana will
receive their pending instalments for
January and February by March 8,
announced Maharashtra Women and Child
Development Minister Aditi Tatkare on
Wednesday.

AT aTshY afgeT AT & T8 2.52 FAS 91
T 1 STeAadt 3R wad i Ffed fhed 8
AT dF A9, T§ 9N AgRISE I AfgeT v
arer fasprw 7=l e deay A qerar #r i

e She clarified that no changes have been made to the
eligibility criteria of the Mahayuti government’s flagship
scheme for women.

3glel TUSC fohaT o ARG TXHR 1 T @ AT & 9Tt
ATdesl # FS deog 81 fhaT AT &

Discussion in the State Legislative Council

=¥ faene aRwe & ==t

e The Minister shared this information while responding to
a Calling Attention Motion in the State Legislative
Council.

F7A F g STTRY A= e aRwg & v eqre srdor

YETd (Calling Attention Motion) T STaTe & U &1
e When questioned about the Mahayuti leaders’ promise

before the November 2024 Assembly elections to increase the monthly aid from
¥1,500 to ¥2,100, Ms. Tatkare said the decision would be taken by Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis, Deputy CMs Ajit Pawar, and Eknath Shinde.

ST HERf A3 G@RT e 2024 FAUTwsIT oata F ggel T1,500 F ¥2,100 AIFAH
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HETIAT 91 & a1 o aR H o7 31, ot Jrfefe aeat o a1 o 58 W ATy gegsh &&9g

FEUTE, 3UHETHA il qar AR vy R ganT forr srean|

Number of Applicants and Eligibility
TagHI Y F&AT 3 grEar

o Atotal of 2.63 crore women applied for benefits under the scheme, out of which 2.52
crore were found eligible.
3H QST & d8d 2.63 FT ARSI o e fFa, 5737 & 2.52 FU3 I TE 7S |

e Responding to Congress leader Satej Bunty Patil’s question on the promise to
increase the aid amount, she clarified that the government had not committed to
increasing the amount in the first budget.

FAF AdT T 91 TIfee & ATRAS FETIAT WA Felet F a1 I FATA o S1d1e H 3ogiel

RBI names
Joshi as
executive

director
lPCS |

Press Trust of India
MUMBAI

The Reserve Bank said it
has appointed Ajit Ratna-
kar Joshi as Executive Di-
rector (ED) who will look
after the Department of
Statistics and Information
Management and Financial
Stability Department.

Prior to this, he was the
Principal Adviser in the De-
partment of Statistics and
Information Management.

He has an over three-de-
cade experience in the
areas of statistics, informa
tion technology and cyber
risk management.
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Tse TR o PR g Ioic & AT Ig1 1 arer A1 fHa 7|

On eligibility criteria, she stated that the scheme applies to
women aged 21 to 65 years.

qTadT ATIGS! 9T Sield §U 3egiel ohgl o g ANTAT 21 | 65 a¥ &Y
afgem3it o g gl 8

. Every month, women turning 65 years old become ineligible,
causing the number of beneficiaries to change regularly.

& AL, 3 AR 65 a¥ Y g sreh §, 7 3T @) et €, e
arenfiat i T FAfAd w7 @ sgad wd

RBI names Joshi as executive director

IS A el FY FRIFRY fAeers g

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has appointed Ajit
Ratnakar Joshi as Executive Director (ED).

HRAT Rord & (RBI) A 31l Ieammehe sinelY &) ey
faeers (ED) fagea foram

. He will oversee the Department of Statistics and Information
Management and the Financial Stability Department.

3 wifEar 3R Faar e fFsmer qur faer e fsmr i dava
F|
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e Prior to this, he served as the Principal Adviser in the Department of Statistics and

Information Management.

SHY Ugd, I WITETHY R Faam TatreT fasmmer & o ¥aesR & &9 7 FrRa 3

e He has over three decades of experience in statistics, information technology, and

cyber risk management.

3¢ WIteaehT, Y= sieifrehr i wrsas NFBF gaierer 30 & e ast &7 3pera ¢

Sharath Kamal, table tennis
legend, calls it a day

WTT Star Contender in Chennai to be the last outing for the five-time Olympian

[PCS |
K. Keerthivasan
CHENNAI

elebrated Indian
C paddler Sharath Ka-

mal announced on
Wednesday that the WTT
Star Contender to be held
at the Nehru Indoor Stadi-
um here from March 25 to
30 will be his last outing.

The 10-time National
champion couldn’t have
timed his retirement bet-
ter.

Aged 42, the five-time
Olympian is the highest-
ranked Indian in the world
at 42, a good 18 places
above Manav Thakkar at
60.

And with his last Inter-
national tournament in

Sharath has timed his
retirement to perfection.
R. RAVINDRAN

three weeks’ time at home
with fans, family and
friends watching him play,
Sharath must feel largely
content. All those who
have known Sharath for a

long time will know that he
has been an epitome of
grace, and few would have
anything negative to say
about him.

Unsurpassed
His record at the Common-
wealth Games is unsur-
passed; a whopping 13 me-
dals from five editions.
From winning the men’s
singles and men’s team
gold at the 2006 Games in
Melbourne on his debut, to
winning four medals (gold
in men’s singles, men’s
team and mixed doubles
and silver in men’s team
events) in the 2022 Bir-
mingham Games, Sharath,
a double medallist at the
Asian Games, has time and

again proved that age is
just a number.

Setbacks in a long ca-
reer are par for the course,
and the champion has han-
dled them with transpa-
rency and grace. More
than that, Sharath has
coped criticism in a man-
ner that would be a lesson
for any high-profile sport-
sperson.

The hip injury that he
suffered in the 2015 World
Championships in Suzhou,
China, was one of his
worst. And there were
times when players and
fans kept asking when he
was going to retire. He
braved them all and is now
hanging up his boots on his
own terms.

Sharath Kamal, table tennis legend, calls it a day

oo AT & fE39ToT IRNY FAT o G Y 9o Y
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Indian table tennis star Sharath Kamal announced on Wednesday that
the WTT Star Contender tournament in Chennai (March 25-30) will be
his last international outing.

AT el AW TR INY FAF A AR FT GO FHY B Ao=t$ # 25-30
AT HY g1 aTelT WTT FER FHEST TATAC IaTahT AR ARSI eoAe
g

e The 42-year-old player is a five-time Olympian and is currently ranked 42nd in the
world, the highest-ranked Indian player.

42 il RraTs) gt AR 3ARF & amor @ g% F 3R A A g F 423 T w5
AR & wafeq T ara e €

o His last tournament will be played at home, in front of fans, family, and friends,
making it a memorable farewell.

3t 3ifaer ToAtde 3rda or & g, Stel weiws, IRER ik e Al W, Sed 9 v
IEIR fagrg S=1e|

Unmatched Commonwealth Games Record

UTERIT hIATI T AFH RFre

e Sharath Kamal holds a record 13 medals in five Commonwealth Games editions.
YT FAA A UG FIAAIYT AFH A F 13 I&F St 8, Sl Teh FATUROT 3UATY g

e He won gold medals in men's singles and men’s team events at the 2006
Melbourne Commonwealth Games, marking a historic debut.

3giel 2006 Aeael HiAAICY NFW H 7o9 fHorew 3R qow &1 gde & Faoh g Sid, S
T e Yo A |
¢ Inthe 2022 Birmingham Games, he won four medals:
2022 9ffgH 3IFH A 3egia IR I S
o Goldin men's singles
g%y ferew 7 Favt ugF
o Gold in men’s team event
g%y &1 §3¢ A Tt Ugw
o Gold in mixed doubles
fAaes 90w & Tavl vgF
o Silver in men’s doubles
Y39 3q0H A ToId 9GH
e Heis also atwo-time Asian Games medalist, proving that age is just a number in
sports.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page83

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

©

!
Pathshala

CONTACT: 9971932488
% ol IR TS Wat & uee fasrar sft w8 9% € f5ed g5 afed gian g i o A 37 R

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

T HEAT ¢

Overcoming Setbacks with Grace

Hhel &1 & I g fRar

Throughout his long career, Sharath Kamal faced multiple setbacks but handled
them with grace.

I ol HRAT H, WY FAA A 8 HS13AT F1 WA v Afther 38 diqde g fmam|

He suffered a serious hip injury at the 2015 World Championships in Suzhou,
China, one of the biggest challenges of his career.

3egiel 2015 # Fait, et 7 g8 Rreg IRFFRAT F 73R Fo 1 e Fell, S 3ofeh FRIT A
TaW Hfsar gatfaat F @ o ot

Over the years, many people questioned his retirement, but he proved his critics
wrong by continuing to play at the highest level.

Nt o, FE AN o 3eTh FedTH B AhT FATA IBIT, Wlfehe] Iogiod STAAH Tl W Welel §U
39 TTEh! Y T AITad fHaAT

Now, he is retiring on his own terms, after achieving great success for Indian table
tennis.

379, 98 39T ordf N FATH of W &, 3R AT ot ST 7 AT WheldT yIed 1A &
91E @ Y Iafaer s W@ T
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