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J&K govt. to promote Bangus Valley near LoC for ecotourism

Peerzada Ashi
JAMMU

The Jammu and Kashmir
government on Thursday
announced a new set of
rules for Bangus, a far-off
tourist spot near the Line
of Control (LoC) in north
Kashmir, in a bid to pro-
mote it as an ecotourism
destination.

The decision comes in
the wake of unplanned and
uncontrolled growth in the
traditional tourist hotspots
of Pahalgam, Gulmarg and
Sonamarg.

CM’s announcement

“To maintain ecological ba-
lance, the department con-
cerned has focused on
avoiding construction of
massive buildings and ho-
tels. The aim would be to
develop the area as an eco-
tourism destination,” Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah
said in the Assembly.

>

He said the government
will focus on creating basic
recreation facilities, rain
shelters, public conve-
niences, signages, lighting,
and waste disposal facili-
ties for visitors.

Bangus lies close to the

e

New destination: Tourists waiting for a hot air balloon ride at the Bangus Valley. FILE PHOTO

LoC in north Kashmir’s
Kupwara district. After Gu-
rez, Machil and Keran, Ban-
gus is one more addition to
the list of tourist spots near
the LoC.

Once a militant infiltra-
tion route, Bangus is

around 100 km away from
Srinagar, with two bowl-
shaped valleys perched at
an altitude of 10,000 feet.
Work on the basic facili-
ties, according to Mr. Ab-
dullah, would be underta-
ken after the Deputy

Commissioner, Kupwara,
identifies land parcels in
consultation with the For-
est department. “Once the
land parcels are identified,
the necessary permissions
and no-objection certifi-
cates shall be sought on the
Parivesh Portal for forest
clearance,” Mr. Abdullah
said.

Guest houses
To safeguard the livelihood
of local shepherds, no-
mads, and other inhabi-
tants of the Valley, Mr. Ab-
dullah said, the J&K
Tourism Department had
initiated the process of re-
gistering paying guest
houses in the area. “This
will help preserve and pro-
mote local culture, tradi-
tions, and cuisine, and will
be an immersive travel ex-
perience for tourists,” he
added.

At present, 19 paying
guest houses in the prox-

imity of the Bangus Valley
are registered with the De-

partment of Tourism,
Kashmir.
Fresh measures

The fresh measures to-
wards ecotourism are be-
ing taken as record number
of tourists are visiting the
Valley, leading to uncon-
trolled constructions in the
favourite tourist places of
Pahalgam, Gulmarg and
Sonamarg, posing a threat
to the environment.

Officials told the J&K As-
sembly that notices were
issued against 269 unauth-
orised constructions in Pa-
halgam over the past two
years.

“The Pahalgam Deve-
lopment Authority (PDA)
has been conducting de-
molition drives whenever
necessary to curb illegal
construction activities in
the area,” the government
told the House.

J&K govt. to promote Bangus Valley near LoC for ecotourism

SFH 3R FRAR TR TA A F a9 I B SPERSH F
forT ggmar &t

The Jammu and Kashmir government on Thursday announced a new
set of rules for Bangus, a far-off tourist spot near the Line of Control
(LoC) in north Kashmir, to promote it as an ecotourism destination.

F AR FAR TFR A FaR A 97 F v 70 s A aryom 6y, S
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e This decision follows unplanned and uncontrolled growth in traditional tourist hotspots
like Pahalgam, Gulmarg, and Sonamarg.

Ig fAoTa wgeama, et 3R At S aRaRe wdes vt A sfraifara st sfafya
frerer 1 earer o T gU o R B

CM’s Announcement

gmﬁ?ﬁa?rmwrr

e "To maintain ecological balance, the concerned department will avoid massive
building and hotel construction. The goal is to develop the area as an ecotourism
destination," said Chief Minister Omar Abdullah in the Assembly.

"IRTEUTAT T FoTT @S & T Feftrd e 93 sraat 3 great & fastor @ a=a
TR ST 33T o8 SH 817 Tl SHICRH e & &9 H A e 8, Fea# sl 371
egedT o faeTaasiT & &gl

e The government will focus on creating basic recreation facilities, rain shelters, public
conveniences, signages, lighting, and waste disposal facilities for visitors.

TN HANT ARSI GIALTT, TUT AROT T, WA foveh GIAUTT, Hoheldh, TehTT sqa&dT
3R Fe Trvere g Rsfdd s w ear 3ol

e Bangus lies close to the LoC in north Kashmir’s Kupwara district.

I 3 FAR & Farst o 7 fag=or 3@ (LoC) & 9w Fua

o After Gurez, Machil, and Keran, Bangus is another addition to the list of tourist spots
near the LoC.

S, A IR HFT & 7, T FAg=1o1 1@ F 9 et Tyat hr gEh 7 v 3R A
SERIRINS
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Once a militant infiltration route, Bangus is located about 100 km from Srinagar,
featuring two bowl-shaped valleys at an altitude of 10,000 feet.

et ITfRal Y gads FT AT ET 991, MR F F9rerr 100 Bt oy Ty &, Gasd
10,000 e FY FT$ 9T &Y FERNTAT Tifea &1

Work on basic facilities will begin after the Deputy Commissioner of Kupwara
identifies land parcels in consultation with the Forest Department.

HEI GRATHT R H1H T Y 1 ST FIATST & IUTYFA T FAeITaT & qrareh ¥ o7fay axat
Y g Y|

Once land parcels are identified, necessary permissions and no-objection certificates
(NOCs) shall be sought on the Parivesh Portal for forest clearance," said Mr.
Abdullah.

31 {8 81T hT TgEel o dTe, qATaRoT At o ToTT 31raeaeh gt 3R srarafer yamoras
(NOC) aR@er qiéar o ATel Seat,” i 3rsged = el
Guest Houses

ATC g3H

To safeguard the livelihood of local shepherds, nomads, and other inhabitants of
the Valley, Mr. Abdullah said that the J&K Tourism Department had initiated the
process of registering paying guest houses in the area.

TUTAT TaTel, goe A 3R e franfaat v smshfde it guam & fov, s sregeen o
T o ST 3R FRAR adee fasmer o 5@ &1 # 93 e 13w TSl hr ufhar & Y
arel

“This will help preserve and promote local culture, traditions, and cuisine and will be
an immersive travel experience for tourists,” he added.

"Ig FATAT FEHTA, TRt 3R ot b1 fdrer 3 aerar &t 3 Age H¥am 3K gdeh
& oI Ueh TEX 3THT AT ATAT A TN, 3egie e |

At present, 19 paying guest houses in the proximity of Bangus Valley are registered
with the Department of Tourism, Kashmir.

AT H, T F0 & A 19 93 A 313H FRAN g famer 7 gl &
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Fresh Measures
odU heH

The fresh measures towards ecotourism are being taken as a record number of
tourists are visiting the Valley, leading to uncontrolled constructions in Pahalgam,
Gulmarg, and Sonamarg, which pose a threat to the environment.

SHICREH 1 TG # AT FgH AT 331U 7 5 & F3ifeh a1l & Repls gear 7 wdes 31
¢ €, O wgeInd, et AR Wt 7 sifafa s g @ d, S adiawer & R
gau gl

Officials told the J&K Assembly that notices were issued against 269 unauthorised
constructions in Pahalgam over the past two years.

FfaFRET & S 3R FAR Rrererasm 1 garan i R &) auf & g & 269 arder
faafor & e afew s fFw arw)

“The Pahalgam Development Authority (PDA) has been conducting demolition
drives whenever necessary to curb illegal construction activities in the area,” the
government told the House.

TFR T TCaT DT §ATAT o TgeInsT fahry MfAaHor (PDA) o 58 817 # 3rder fa&tor
ATARATAAT T Ahd & TOIT SRR g5t W Aeawq 3R T 1

Pahalgam (9geldl#)

« Location: Anantnag district, Jammu & Kashmir (31eTdeirer foretr, ST 3R HHR)

« Elevation: 2,740 meters above sea level (2,740 HeX HHG del T IW)
e Coordinates: 34.01°N 75.19°E

- Distance from Srinagar: 95 km (95 feh#T 2o & &)
+ Climate: Cold in winters, pleasant in summers (&2t # 3sT, 13T # Fera=)

Importance and Features | #ged 3 fawarm
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+ Base camp for Amarnath Yatra (3#IATY ITHET ST TR fATAT) — Pahalgam serves as one
of the starting points for the Amarnath Yatra (3#AITY IATET), a significant Hindu pilgrimage.
* Lidder River (fa'a:a'{' a4Y) — A major attraction, providing opportunities for fishing and
rafting (A&l ehsar 3T TP F 37aW).

+ Betaab Valley (T "TE) — Named after the Bollywood film "Betaab" (1983), known for its
picturesque views.

+ Aru Valley (3r& g1é) — Famous for trekking and adventure activities.

« Shepherds Village (58T gfier 31X axamg) &1 ?ﬁ'T:') — Known for the nomadic Bakarwal and
Guijjar tribes (q&aTer 3R G SATTI).

2. Gulmarg (Ie#e)
Basic Information | §faTdY SiTeTsRY

« Location: Baramulla district, Jammu & Kashmir (SRT#HT foTefl, ST 3R HR)

+ Elevation: 2,650 meters above sea level (2,650 HIeX g del § 3W)
* Coordinates: 34.05°N 74.38°E

+ Distance from Srinagar: 50 km (50 fer#T #sTa & &)
- Climate: Snowfall in winters, pleasant summers (Gf&t & Stharll, Tt & gerae Alw#)

Importance and Features | Agea 3R fvane

» Skiing and Snowboarding (!-‘eﬁé‘deﬁTﬁl’mﬁ?T) — Gulmarg is one of India's best skiing
destinations (THIEI TTAT H A TH).
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» Gulmarg Gondola (F@# ATEIET) — One of the highest cable cars in the world (gferaT $
HaW FY FaT FRI F ¥ TH), reaching up to 4,000 meters (4,000 T g FATE W).

« Alpather Lake (3re9taR &fiel) — A high-altitude lake that remains frozen for most of the
year.

+ Maharaja Palace (HgRTSIT 4a9) — Built by the Maharaja of Jammu & Kashmir (m—‘q\aﬂr
FAR F ARSI gant fafda).

3. Sonamarg (FT#H3N)

« Location: Ganderbal district, Jammu & Kashmir (ITeael fotelr, ST 31X H2#R)

« Elevation: 2,730 meters above sea level (2,730 HeX HHG del p=y IM)
e Coordinates: 34.30°N 75.30°E

- Distance from Srinagar: 80 km (80 f&r#T #i=Tat & &)
« Climate: Cold in winters, cool in summers (T3t & &sr1, A1fFAT 7 S=1 FHiga)

Importance and Features | #igea 3R fwam?

» Gateway to Ladakh (mmmraﬁlﬂ) — Sonamarg is a crucial stop for travelers
heading towards Leh and Ladakh (1§ 3R @egr@ & fore Ageaqut 9sma).

* Thajiwas Glacier (gTfstard 7faAT) — A major attraction offering trekking and sledging
opportunities (& 31 FATHT & 3rawW).

- Baltal (aTererer) — Another route for the Amarnath Yatra (TS ITET F forw g@r ).
* Krishansar and Vishansar Lakes (W:iﬂ?ﬁwm??ﬁ) — Known for their serene
beauty and trout fishing (FeIaT 3 g13¢ Aol yHza & v wfiqwy).
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In the run-up to International Women’s Day, commentaries on some of the key issues in the gender space, in the print and online editions

Women in corporate leadership, the lived reality

nce again, the world will celebrate

International Women’s Day on March

8, 2025 and companies will attempt to

showcase steps taken toward the
inclusion and the increase of women in the
workforce. Yet, the lived reality of women in or
trying to enter the corporate workforce is starkly
different.

The recent instance of rolling back diversity,
equity and inclusion (DEI) programmes in the
United States federal government, which also
encourages the private sector to end DEI
preference hirings, highlights the challenges and
the barriers to increasing women’s participation
in the workforce. Women, who comprise 48% of
corporate America’s workforce, are reeling from
the aftershock of this order and are now facing
the threat of identity erasure.

A ripple effect

It may be easy to brush aside this order as an
issue that plagues only the United States.
However, the effects of a dip in DEI hirings and
women’s exclusion can have severe repercussions
in all parts of today’s globally connected world.
Regardless of where one is situated globally,
conversations relating to the participation of
women in the corporate workforce are
significant.

While DEI may simply be a corporate
mechanism to make small inroads into women
participation in the workforce, especially at an
entry level, at present, even such an entry
mechanism has not really increased women’s
participation in leadership roles. For instance, in
India, women have been historically marginalised
from the workforce and comprise about 35.9% of
the worker population ratio; the number is
starker at the senior and middle management
levels where women account for only 12.7%
leadership roles as of 2024,

It is easy to brush aside DEI as being a
fabricated gesture of tokenism, where women
placed in companies are viewed as sufferance or
an obligation rather than finding a way at the
table on their own merit. Of course, while DEI
may help women make an in-road into leadership
roles in companies and have a semblance of a
level playing field, their performance and ability
to consolidate their position will depend on their

Prachi Dutta

is a lawyer qualified
to practise law in New
York and India. She
handles Thought
Arbitrage Consulting’s
advisory practice

Policy changes
in the United
States highlight
the challenges
and the
barriers to
increasing
women’s
participation in
the corporate
workforce;
these have
global
relevance

own performance and further normalise the
presence of women at all levels of the workforce.

The effect of legal mandates

Over the past decade, Indian legal mandates can
be credited to help increase the presence of
women in the corporate workforce especially at
the senior level. In 2014, the Companies Act, 2013
mandated that at-least one-woman director
should be placed on the board of certain class of
public limited companies, and in 2015, the
Securities and Exchange Board of
India (SEBI) mandated that at least
one independent woman director be
appointed to the board of India’s top
1000 listed companies. Thus, it is
largely due to a legal mandate that
companies are attempting to uphold
best practices of gender diversity. The
inclusion of women directors on the board of NSE
500 listed companies has increased more than
threefold, from 5 % in 2011 to 18% in 2023.

Research across the world finds that
organisations also greatly benefit from women in
leadership roles. At a fundamental level, the
presence of women increases the depth of the
talent pool available in the workforce. Women
provide informational diversity gained from
different educational and career trajectories and
distinct social and professional network
associations and offer a participative, democratic
leadership style that stimulates robust discussion,
drives a richer challenge and delivers greater
value. Additionally, women tend to focus on
relationship building, foster greater stakeholder
commitment and assist in formulating strategies
that address stakeholder concerns while also
overseeing better monitoring, broader human
capital management, and communication
channels which increase corporate accountability
and reduce corporate risks,

When companies have more women in senior
management and leadership roles, they begin to
appear on lists of the most admired and ethical
companies, best companies to work for, and best
corporate citizens, thereby also serving the
agenda of companies from an optics perspective
and feeding into a virtuous cycle of benefits.

Key identified areas where women leaders
bring greater dividends are corporate

ACCELERATE

governance, strategic proposition oversight, risk
management, shareholder and stakeholder value,
gender and society, and environmental
responsibility, all of which are important facets of
running an efficient and clean corporate ship
which contributes to economic parity.

‘What real change is

‘While token participation of women in
companies may be a way out for some companies
to demonstrate commitment towards gender
diversity in the workplace, women
are truly effective corporate leaders
when they are given actual power
and responsibility and not merely
appointed to positions as a token for
gender diversity or to serve the
agenda of their male benefactors. It is
only when a greater number of
C-Suite/KMPs (top-level executives in an
organisation and Key Managerial Personnel, or
KMPs) are women, and, in addition, more
independent directors and chairpersons of
committees of the board and board committees
are women, that they are truly effective corporate
leaders. Importantly, the remuneration of women
that is at parity with their male counterparts is a
key indicator that women’s presence in the
corporate workforce is real and robust.

While we do have a lot to celebrate on the
occasion of Women's Day this year, it is important
to keep in mind that there are still significant
steps that companies and regulators must take in
order to ensure that women’s participation in the
corporate workforce, especially in senior
leadership roles, is strong, contributes
meaningfully toward corporate governance and is
not just a token concept that is aimed at gaining
brownie points from stakeholders. Women'’s
participation in the workforce must be promoted
for its many benefits and must not fall victim to
the dominant political narrative.

End note: The issue of women in the corporate
workforce, especially on company boards, is of
great significance and merits deep research into
various facets. Thought Arbitrage is undertaking
such a study which maps the patterns of women
on corporate boards by using qualitative and
quantitative research methodologies over a
10-year period, involving about 1,000 companies.

Women in Corporate Leadership, the Lived Reality
FIGRE Aqea # AfgaTe: arafasar

Once again, the world will celebrate International Women’s Day on
March 8, 2025, and companies will attempt to showcase steps taken
toward the inclusion and increase of women in the workforce.

% aR T, gfaam 8 AT 2025 FY HAdT Afe feaw wamwah, sk
Huferar Afgan3it Fr Areied 3t & 9o & AT 3310 7T Feal Fi yefdia

FT FT TITH FHN|
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Yet, the lived reality of women in or trying to enter the corporate workforce is starkly
different.

T 9, AR FRITT H FRITT AT 3TH TAL et T ITAU T IET AT dhr
arEATaHdT fSehel 3T g |

The recent rollback of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) programmes in the
United States federal government, which also encourages the private sector to end
DEI preference hirings, highlights the challenges and barriers to increasing women's
participation.

BT &1 7 §YFa T AN Y Welir aea R gan fafarerar, wavwerar 3k w@maerT (DEI)
FAFHAT N 97 A 3R A= &7 F) DEI yrafAwar srdf gaea F& & v ficafed &
q AT BT 7N srgTe & gatfarat AR e 3R g3 8

Women comprise 48% of corporate America’s workforce and are reeling from the
aftershock of this order, now facing the threat of identity erasure.

AfEATT 3ARFT & Frafke FrIaer FT 48% feraT &, Afha 3T 31 & T87a & F IgdrT
fAreat & WA FT AHAT AT LT |

A Ripple Effect
Tch <qI9h GHATT

It may be easy to brush aside this order as an issue only affecting the United States.
SU Shaol HIFA U HANTT & HaftraT H@T AT FTRIICTST a1 HTHT &1 Hehell § |

However, a dip in DEI hirings and women’s exclusion can have severe
repercussions in today’s globally connected world.

glefifen, DE| 7fetaY & welt 31k Afganait i amex Ftem e 7 dftas T a3 faeg &
IR THTT STl FhaT 1

Regardless of location, conversations about women’s participation in the corporate
workforce are significant.

U1 1 IaTg e e, sdfie wrdae & Afgensit # #eiier) w1 o9t Agcaqur &

While DEI may be a mechanism to create small inroads for women, it has not
significantly increased leadership roles for women.
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gTailfeh DE| A3 & folT B TaT IR FTHT YGTT FIA & ATEIH & ToheTl &, olfchel S8
T3t i Y syfvaTat 3 qafer e ¥

In India, women have been historically marginalized in the workforce and comprise
only 35.9% of the worker population ratio.

HRA H, Afget HRiae A Waerfis w0 F eIT W @ €, 3R 3 T Friaa STT6EaT F
Fad 35.9% grar &

At the senior and middle management levels, women account for only 12.7% of
leadership roles as of 2024.

aftss 31X Feas yaue ¥l @, 2024 aF Afgansit A Aqea sfFwEt # smeher Faa
12.7% g1

DEl is often dismissed as tokenism, where women in companies are seen as an
obligation rather than on their own merit.

DE| &Y 38T HihTdad TATH ATThT Ao 3iersT & T ST &, STal Shufaiay 3 Afgemsit ar
31T AT F TATT Ueh STEqdT & §9 F @7 ST g

While DEI can help women enter leadership roles, their performance and ability will
determine their consolidation and acceptance in the workforce.

gTeliteh DE| ATGT3T FY Acfea AT 3 T3 Xt 7 AGE FT THT §, o] HRITA A
SoTehT FEURar 3 T 357 yeeie 31T a1ar ) s el

The Effect of Legal Mandates
FIeait fAa AT T wora

Over the past decade, Indian legal mandates have helped increase the presence of
women in the corporate workforce, especially at the senior level.

oo g H, AR Fefett gt o FraRe Frdae 7 Afganat i 3ufeyfs soe 7 7eg
#r &, fady ¥7 & aRss TR w|

In 2014, the Companies Act, 2013 mandated that at least one woman director should
be placed on the board of certain public limited companies.

2014 H, ®9sit ffage, 2013 %aﬁwyﬁaﬁmwﬁ:aﬁmﬁaﬁ?m
FUTAAT F O A FA T A7 Th AfgeT AgAF gl TfT|
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In 2015, the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) mandated that at least
one independent woman director be appointed to the board of India’s top 1000
listed companies.

2015 #, e gfasifer 3ix fafesrr a8 (SEBI) o I 31fAard fama & s # efi 1000
ey Fufaal & 918 & 5 § -7 v Faa7 Afgar e gl

Due to these legal mandates, companies are attempting to uphold best practices of
gender diversity.

ol FTefei! fVIAT o HROT, Shuferar forer Raferar v wafasr wemsit 1 3191 1 9ama ¢
wrel

The inclusion of women directors on the board of NSE 500 listed companies has
increased more than threefold, from 5% in 2011 to 18% in 2023.

NSE 500 qetager Hufarat & a18 7 Afger faderst S smefigit 2011 7 5% & s 2023
#18% BT TS ¥

Benefits of Women in Leadership

Aqea 7 AfgaTt & arer

Research shows that organizations greatly benefit from women in leadership roles.

ITHETe SATAT § o Heraal ol Aqed afaiait & AfRensit & Hrfy amer giar g |

The presence of women increases the depth of the talent pool available in the
workforce.

AT r 3URRATY FRITT F 3uTswr 9faHT F RN ! Jord! B

Women bring informational diversity from different educational and career
backgrounds.

Afgent Rffes dftre 3R saraaRe geaifaat @ gasrens Afawar ord &)

They offer a participative and democratic leadership style, which promotes robust
discussions and leads to greater value for organizations.

J wesml 3R ANharfe Aqea Aot JerTet I €, S argar =it I earfed Har & 3R
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Women focus on relationship building, foster greater stakeholder commitment, and
help in strategy formulation while improving corporate accountability and risk
management.

Afgemt gaer faATor 9T eare & €, Rauret FY afdegerar serdr & 3R torEfa fstor 7
Heg Al &, Toad Hiie srareed) 3R & geeer # gurR glar g

Companies with more women in senior management are often listed among the most
admired, ethical companies, and best workplaces.

f3eT Fufaat J afitss yaus # 0w AT eI &, 3 3/oax ga@ weifla, Afas wafaat
3R wEASS FrAETEr T g A AL

Key areas where women leaders bring benefits include corporate governance, risk
management, shareholder value, gender equity, and environmental responsibility.

AT AT F TG AR 817 § HIANE TAHA, WA FaereT, RRURF 7, dfas
gt AR il sweR|

What Real Change Is
IEdfa® IRadT FAT§

Token participation of women in companies may be a way for companies to showcase
gender diversity, but real leadership comes from actual power and responsibility.

Hufaat 7 Afgensit fr afas smherd dfe Rfvar weitia s &1 v a8 g
g, difthet arEafas Adca areafas afed 3 SR @ 3nar g

Women are truly effective corporate leaders when they are not just appointed for
diversity, but are given decision-making power.

AfFATT areaa 7 JHT HIARE AT T Tolcll § o1 3¢ hael fafaerar & fore fgera a8t
R ST, afees faota asr Y erfda & S &1

A greater number of C-Suite/KMPs (top executives and key managerial personnel)
need to be women for real change to happen.

C-Suite/KMPs (2§ arftrarY 3R wore warerehrer sweterd) #F wifgenait r dear fe gielr
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a1fgC arfer arediass aRadsT g d|

e More women independent directors and chairpersons on boards will ensure their
impactful presence in corporate leadership.

siftr AR Tada s 31 arewet 1S 7 g1 ¥ FTARE Aqed # 31 YH1T AT
g

o Equal remuneration for women compared to their male counterparts is a key
indicator of real and robust participation.

AfG3T & ToIT Jo FHFEN F A ddl adias IR AT AR &1 vF wga
s ¢

e While there is much to celebrate on Women’s Day, companies and regulators must
take significant steps to ensure that women in senior leadership roles contribute
meaningfully rather than being a token presence.

Aften feaw o 7gd $© oA AR F fATR, At shufai i ozt w1 7 glarad
e & Tl AEeaqOt F&H 351 g9 [ aRss Acea fAwait 7 AT Shaer wifas
3qfeufa o o<, afca et e ¢

e Women’s workforce participation must be promoted for its benefits rather than being
influenced by political narratives.

AfgaT3tt fr FRITT & HENGRY FT 5TF o) & foaw gemET fgar s anfew, 7 fF Teefas
FATHT & TG H|

End Note
srfas fecqoit
e Theissue of women in the corporate workforce, especially on company boards, is of
great significance and requires deep research.

FIRe FRITa # Afganst it smfiedl, AT 7 & Foeh a1 7, Jgg Ageayr v § 3k
g% foIT gt M 3TaTH ¢ |

e Thought Arbitrage is conducting a 10-year study involving 1,000 companies, mapping
patterns of women on corporate boards using qualitative and quantitative research.
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How ‘Chhaava’ erases history and leaves
no room for complexity

When history in cinema becomes merely a tool to evoke anger, disgust and hatred., it robs us from understanding history in all its complexity.
Chhaava's world of Hindus versus Muslims/Indians versus foreigners is far from the real 17th century

GS Paper I: Histo

Nissim Mannathukkaren

fter watching the latest

Bollywood blockbuster

Chhaava, a viewer in Gujarat

tore the cinema screen angered
by the torture inflicted by Aurangzeb on
Sambhaji. Multiple videos of viewers,
including children, crying and shouting
slogans, after watching the film, have
been circulating on social media. Any film
that devotes the final 40 of a total 136
minutes, to a brutal depiction of torture is
already suspect with its sense of
aesthetics.

Chhaava does have the laudable goal of
setting the historical record straight about
Sambhaji as a great warrior and
administrator against biased accounts.
But it becomes harmful national-level
propaganda when it is fixated on the good
Hindu versus the bad Muslim binary,
skips some incontrovertible facts, and is
in complete sync with the ruling party’s
ideology. Thus, it joins the cohort of over
20 blatant propaganda films made
recently such as The Kashmir Files, The
Kerala Story, The Vaccine War, Article 370,
Bastar - The Naxal Story, Swatantrya Veer
Savarkar, JNU: Jahangir National
University, The Sabarmati Report and
Samrat Prithviraj. And Chhaava, like some
others, was endorsed by the Prime
Minister and other Ministers, and made
tax-free in certain BJP-ruled States.

Hindu vs Muslim binary

Chhaava’s world is one in which the
relentless quest to expose the evilness of
the Muslim Aurangzeb makes it omit that
he came to power on the basis of support
from the Rajputs; that his administration
had the highest percentage of Hindu
Mansabdars in Mughal history (33%); that
it also had Hindus in the posts of the
Dewan and as heads of two important

Address

provinces; and that the emperor who
imposed the Jizya (but exempted it for
Brahmins, Rajputs, women, the elderly,
etc.) protected some temples just as he
demolished others, according to some
historians.

This, of course, does not make
Aurangzeb tolerant, only that his
orthodoxy had to accommodate political
pragmatism. While secularist historians
emphasise this political pragmatism,
Samira Sheikh shows how Aurangzeb’s
Sunni bigotry arguably persecuted Shia
and other Islamic millenarian groups such
as the Mahdavis, Dawoodi Bohras and
Sufis more than the Hindus. This
persecution had an economic side too —
the rising prosperity of these “heretic”
groups drew the ire of Aurangzeb’s Sunni
clerics who had business motives as well.

Of course, these complexities/debates
cannot be a part of Chhaava’s world in
which the quest for Maratha “Swaraj”
under Sambhaji is suffused with Hindu
imagery and is presented as liberating
India from “foreign rule” Actually, the
Mughals had already lived in India for
over 150 years then. Historian Stewart
Gordon argues that Chhatrapati Shivaji,
who championed tolerance and
syncretism, and who had beseeched
Aurangzeb to follow Akbar’s tolerance,
was not advocating nationalism or the
cause of a “universal Hindu rule.” Shivaji,
too, had a substantial number of Muslims
in his administration, including top
military commanders.

No room for nuance

Chhaava’s world of Hindus versus.
Muslims/Indians versus foreigners is far
from the real 17th century in which there
were multiple states and emerging
European powers, with various
cross-cutting alliances and rivalries
between them. A strong coastal power

was the Sidis of Janjira, who were African
Muslims, while the Peshwa of the
Ahmadnagar Sultanate for 26 years was
the legendary military general Malik
Ambar, an Ethiopian slave. Shivaji (and
his father) were a part of the Adil Shahi
rule of Bijapur. Even when he rebelled
and carved out his own kingdom, he
allied with them, the Qutb Shahis of
Golconda and even the Mughals, and
sometimes against Hindu kingdoms like
the Nayaks of the Karnatic. Similarly,
Sambhaji, too, allied with Muslim
Sultanates against Hindu kings like Chikka
Devaraja of Mysore.

Chhaava’s central narrative of
Aurangzeb’s evilness would be diluted of
its shock value if the film showed that
Sambhaji himself had rebelled against his
father Shivaji and had briefly joined the
same evil Aurangzeb! While Chhaava,
unlike other propaganda films, does show
aberrations in the ‘good Hindus’ narrative
by showing some Hindu traitors,
including in his own family, all the
kohl-lined Muslims are universally bad.

In positing Aurangzeb’s torture as
exceptional, what Chhaava’s world elides
is the brutal nature of the medieval world
with daily wars. States, including the
Marathas, were built through
consolidation, as well as through the
violent subjugation of Hindu (and Muslim)
landed nobles (deshmukhs, jagirdars,
etc.) who were constantly shifting
allegiances between states for better
material/symbolic benefits. Internecine
conflict between family members, just
like among the Mughals, was rife: Shivaji
battled his half-brother Ekoji, and so did
Sambhaji’s son with other contenders.
When the film shows the failed plot to
poison Sambhaji on behalf of his
half-brother Rajaram, where 20 key
Maratha ministers and elites are executed,
it only hints at the violence by the
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trampling of elephants. When Sambhaji's
Marathas attack Goa, a Portuguese
account (cited by historian Jadunath
Sarkar) says, “up to now nowhere else in
India has such barbarity been seen...”
While such narratives have to be treated
carefully, what it shows was that violence
was pervasive, even if degrees varied.

Ignoring caste

Critically, Chhaava’s Hindu-Muslim binary
glosses over caste. It was the lowest castes
and the poor who faced the worst forms
of oppression across Hindu and Muslim
states. In the 1818 Battle of Koregaon, the
East India Company forces, with the Dalit
Mahars in it, defeated the Peshwa-led
Maratha confederacy. It became a symbol
of caste resistance for Ambedkar and the
Dalits. The film is also ironical considering
that the Maharashtra non-Brahman
movement had contended for long that
the demonisation of Sambhaji as weak,
incompetent and morally deficient was
perpetuated by Brahmin narratives. This
was also repeated by Hindutva ideologues
like Savarkar and Golwalkar. The film has
led to new Maratha versus Brahmin
sentiments.

The world of Chhaava, like many other
propaganda history films, is governed by
present-day predilections in which a
majoritarian nationalism is rampant, with
the national audience further reinforcing
it. When history in cinema becomes
merely a tool to evoke anger, disgust and
hatred, it robs us from understanding
history in all its complexity. When history
textbooks are being rewritten, and when
people read history mostly through
WhatsApp forwards, films like Chhaava
with their erasures portend a dangerous
tendency.

Nissim Mannathukkaren is with
Dalhousie University, Canada and is on X
@nmannathukkaren.
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How ‘Chhaava’ Erases History and Leaves No Room for
Complexity

4 ‘oEr sfag™ #I Redar g 3 afeaar & Qv 18 J9rg 761
BIEC)

When history in cinema is used merely to evoke anger, disgust, and
hatred, it prevents us from understanding historical complexities.

e @ & sfagra Faer eaT, gonm 3R 3mhier srsFa  farw suer frar
ST §, &Y I8 g sfaery i sfeaansit ) gose & afd #T aar B

e Chhaava’s depiction of Hindus vs. Muslims or Indians vs. Foreigners does not align
with the real 17th century historical context.

oTaT # g aam FieeT a1 AR gere fagelt s St =T fohar s €, ag aredfas 1741
¥l & T O AT A4 WIdT|

Public Reactions and Cinematic Aesthetics

STeT wfafsrar 3t Ra#T fr@icd gfee

o After watching Chhaava, a viewer in Gujarat tore the cinema screen in anger due to
the depiction of Aurangzeb’s torture of Sambhaji.

IR 7 BIET 4T & d1G, Ueh G o FAaAAT et &3 &, 21T fthor 7 3eraia g@rr
FHTSA 9T fFT 7T SremER 1 fe@ma I A

o Videos of emotional viewers, including children crying and shouting slogans, have
gone viral on social media.

gl & AraaTcAS AT, SaTd Tt &1 Qa7 3T AR oo oanfAe 8, |erer A w
ARRA BT

e The film devotes 40 out of 136 minutes to a brutal depiction of torture, raising
concerns about its cinematic aesthetics.

et & 136 AeTeY & ¥ 40 fAee IR & FT R R T &, 5od sadh died «fite
R HATT 360 8
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Chhaava’s Narrative and Political Influence

o1 Y Fy1 3 TSAfaE v

Chhaava aims to correct biased accounts about Sambhaji’s legacy as a warrior and
administrator.

STAT FT 3527 WHTSN Y FATrae 1 AT AR T o &7 7 HEY ST & FEJT el o |

However, it becomes national-level propaganda by fixating on the good Hindu vs.
bad Muslim binary and aligning with the ruling party’s ideology.

glelifeh, Ig TSET T HT YAR T STTcll § Fifeh Tg 3red g aarmer g qiFersr 1
fIaRemT o Sigd & 31N aares gor $Y faRyRT @ A« @rar g

The film joins a list of over 20 recent propaganda films, including The Kashmir Files,
The Kerala Story, Article 370, and Swatantrya Veer Savarkar.

IE TOhed glel &1 H &=t 20 F 31Tl y=r ReeaT 1 =t & enfae 81 Sl 8, foea g FeR
BIEed, € hiel TeXl, 3nféwer 370 3 Faa=9 IR Graw= enfAa €1

Chhaava, like other films, was endorsed by the Prime Minister and made tax-free
in some BJP-ruled states.

STaT Y 3T fedl Y a¥g TuTars FT gada ffrar 3R 58 Fo srorar-anfaa vt &
H-FFd fham |

Hindu vs. Muslim Binary in Chhaava

o1aT 7 g It et F1 SAgarayor fR=or

The film ignores historical facts like Aurangzeb’s rise to power with the support of
Rajputs and his administration having 33% Hindu Mansabdars.

her Mg aeal 1 AoRaiErs Hid 8, o4 o AREraT T Torqal & gads & |ar
31T 3R 38k TRITE= & 33% féig ATHaGRY =1 gleTr|

Aurangzeb appointed Hindus in key positions, including Dewans and governors of
important provinces.

3iHarate & gt = wogw gat o Ty fomam, Toratet damer 3l Ageaot wial & Teararer
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o While Aurangzeb imposed Jizya tax, he exempted Brahmins, Rajputs, women, and
the elderly and also protected some temples while demolishing others.

HRETAT A SIS T T, et 37T s, Jerqal, Afearait 3 gopat # gaw ge
& 3R o AR o va1 oft Ay, STaf o 1 PR o

e Secular historians argue that Aurangzeb’s Sunni bigotry targeted Shia, Mahdavis,
Dawoodi Bohras, and Sufis more than Hindus.

ersiforrder sfagraaRl &1 aF ¢ o 3MRarere I ool Fgetar o g3 &1 Jerern 7 Ry,
Agedl, aT3dl e 3R |feal 1 317t e e

e The film erases historical complexities, portraying Sambhaiji’s fight for Maratha
Swaraj as a Hindu liberation struggle against foreign rule.

e e Sfeaansit o Fere, TSt & AST Faver §uy¥ &I fagelt amad &
& g Fad=ar W & &7 # g&gd FIA |

Historical Reality vs. Chhaava’s Narrative

fagf® areaf@edr 9913 orar f w1

e The Mughals had already lived in India for over 150 years, making the "foreign rule"
narrative misleading.

IS AR H Tgel 81 150 ast @ @ @ A, e " fagelt amwer i wgreh o gl Sl &

e Historian Stewart Gordon argues that Shivaji did not advocate for Hindu nationalism
but rather for regional sovereignty.

sfagraaR Tad Atsa o1 o ¢ o Rrarsht o g weeare @1 7€, afcen ava wwefar &
FHY foham |

e Shivaji had Muslim commanders and urged Aurangzeb to follow Akbar’s policies
of tolerance.

fRrarsit & 9 ARETH FATS 3R g1 ARATAT & e AT Afgsogar A srderar
3mare e |
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No Room for Nuance

sifeararst & faw 15 vur=r 78t

o Chhaava’s portrayal of Hindus vs. Muslims or Indians vs. Foreigners ignores the
real 17th-century complexities, which included multiple states, emerging European
powers, and shifting alliances.

o1ar 1 fRr=or g aamer ARees 1 R g el & w9 174t ady fr aeafas
T3t 1 3@ T 8, ToTaH w8 Ted, 33l AT afFaar 3R agad ToaeeT
A |

e The Sidis of Janjira, a strong coastal power, were African Muslims, while Malik
Ambar, an Ethiopian slave, served as Peshwa of the Ahmadnagar Sultanate for 26
years.

ST & e, Teh T WA afFa, bt ARew 3, Safe afaw 3w, v
3RS e, 26 TNt TF HEAGTIR Hederd & Jerar |

e Shivaji and his father were part of the Adil Shahi rule of Bijapur. Even after rebelling,
he allied with the Qutb Shahis of Golconda, Mughals, and even fought against Hindu
kingdoms like the Nayaks of Karnatic.

fRrarsht 3 3573 Rrar femR & anfereramgY amwet 1 Fwar A fagls e & a1 oY, 35l
TMAFIST & FIIATE, FIGA & Y TSaU= a1 3R TgT o & FaArfes & amaw oy g
Tl & Tl ol o3|

e Sambhaiji also allied with Muslim Sultanates against Hindu kings like Chikka
Devaraja of Mysore.

TSl & oft AR Feaaal & WY Taee B, Safe sgia A & g we R
aI & TR orsT$ |

Distorted Narrative of Aurangzeb’s Evilness

iHarate 1 g0$ R Ror

e Chhaava omits that Sambhaji himself rebelled against his father Shivaji and briefly
joined Aurangzeb, contradicting the film’s portrayal of Aurangzeb as purely evil.

BTaT $H qCT Y TUTAT ¢ foh TN F T4 3191 e Rrarsh & e fage fFrar sl s
AT & fore i @ e a1, foraa few 7 3iReote &1 qofa: FericAs ofa aTed
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While the film shows Hindu traitors, it depicts all Muslims with kohl-lined eyes as
universally bad, reinforcing religious stereotypes.

hen A Fo g egrt #F Ramar = €, dfsrer waft Ai¥es et w1 g8 of & wrg g qa
faam aran B, foredt enfAtes qaterg &t sgrar fAerar 81

Chhaava portrays Aurangzeb’s torture as exceptional, ignoring the brutal nature of
medieval warfare, which included constant power struggles and shifting alliances.

STaT SRAT Y ATAAT Y FATUROT T F TEI FIAT ¢, STelfeh FHEAHIeNT JSHT hY FIAT
3R FIAR dgad TSTfas TSN T T3Sl FHIAT &

Marathas, like other states, consolidated power through violent subjugation of
both Hindu and Muslim nobles (Deshmukhs, Jagirdars, etc.) who frequently switched
allegiances.

TSl F &t 3y AT 1 e, g IR Ao sreften’ (@ergw, smefRer anfe) # e+
aOF A TSI F |1 AT $, FiToh T 3T AT 7507 Teerd T I

Overlooking Caste Realities

STfar Y arEafdsdr Y TCET HIET

Chhaava’s Hindu-Muslim binary ignores caste oppression, which was widespread
across both Hindu and Muslim states.

oTaT 1 g AR ydiaor Fom e Aor F Fosiars #at §, S g 3 e
Qrt Tt # saras w9 § Aleg ol

In the 1818 Battle of Koregaon, Dalit Mahars in the East India Company forces
defeated the Peshwa-led Maratha confederacy, making it a symbol of caste
resistance for Ambedkar and Dalits.

1818%%%?@?#‘,Wéﬁmﬁﬁﬁﬂmﬁ%ﬁwaﬁﬁmﬁﬂmﬂ?ﬂqﬁ
T AST TE Y g7, f5ad Ig 3asaT 3R eferal & e sfar afaer 1 vt s amm)

Ironically, Hindutva ideologues like Savarkar and Golwalkar also propagated the idea
that Sambhaji was weak and morally deficient, a narrative now opposed by the film.

fagea 7 ¢ 1% fgea fRramt S grava 3R Meagas A off 9g @ &ar or i werreit
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FHR I AT T T 3FUT F, et 379 Rher o7 TR &1 oy S B

e The film has reignited Maratha vs. Brahmin sentiments, reflecting long-standing caste
conflicts within Maharashtra.

3 Thed of ARIST T JTEAVT faarg T R & HSHT AT &, ST AGRISE H o) TAT & T
3T ¢ Sfaera @est & giar g1

Propaganda Disguised as History

sfag & a1 W =R

e Chhaava, like many other propaganda films, is influenced by present-day
majoritarian nationalism, reinforcing political narratives rather than historical accuracy.

BT, 3 TaR fewl Y @, TAAT TAT F TEHETS ASLAIG A Fo1fad &, i
AT T F T A I HATHT  HATIT el &

e When history in cinemais reduced to evoking anger and hatred, it prevents a
nuanced understanding of history’s complexities.

o @ 7 sfoera Faer eur 3R a6 srsF & fav seaae S Srar g, v 7g
sfaera it i3 w1 wos@ ¥ g dRa FAar s

e At atime when history textbooks are being rewritten, and WhatsApp forwards
shape public understanding, films like Chhaava contribute to historical distortions.

STe 3fRTH #Y reAqEa! FY AR foraT 51 18T 7, 3R sgreaed wewlt @ wet i W o
@ ¢, I orar siHl e Afaefe fgpfar &1 3l agmar &t 81

(GS Paper I1: Polity, Governance, and International Relations)

1.Many of Trump’s Priorities Work for India: Jaishankar
<9 T F% MUAFATT 7RA F foT Igwer: FTAAF
2.Unblock Vikatan Site Once It Temporarily Removes
Cartoon: HC
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fereeT WS &1 IFURN T & FIEA TR F TG HeAedla F1. 815
AE

3.Days After SDPI Chief’s Arrest, ED Conducts Searches in
10 States

SDPI 9@ #T IRl % $& fée 1g, ED & 10 =T A AN
hr

4. Setback for Congress in Telangana MLC Polls

QAT THUSTH! TATd 7 FTIH Y FEHT

5. Federal Principles vs. Democratic Impulses in Delimitation
6. Unsettling Plans

e FI arelt FoaATe

7.The Academic Link Between Nepal and India

urer 3R $RT F i a1 Faer

8.First CDS visit to Australia boosts cooperation on ‘shared
priorities’

reeforar Y ygelt HEhew ImEm AT WrATRFATHT 9T DT H
dorar & §

9.Sudan files case against UAE at the ICJ over ‘complicity in
genocide

S & qUs F AT InsHS 7 'SR A fAefsrara &1 Amerer
gt foram
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10.Zelenskyy thanks Europe for supporting Kyiv after U.S. rift
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Y gare fear

Many of Trump’s priorities
work for India: Jaishankar

The US. administration’s interest in multi-polarity, technology, and connectivity is promising, says

External Affairs Minister; he also welcomes initiatives that will keep energy prices affordable

[GS Paper II: India-US |

Sriram Lakshman
LONDON

iting the shifting ge-
C opolitical  order,

energy, technology
and connectivity initia-
tives, External Affairs Mi-
nister S. Jaishankar said
that several priorities of
U.S. President Donald
Trump and his administra-
tion were promising for
India.

“I think we see a Presi-
dent and an administration
which, in our parlance, is
moving towards multi-po-
larity. And that is someth-
ing which suits India,” he
said, clarifying that by
practising multi-polarity,
the Trump administration
was in fact promoting it.

Mr. Jaishankar was
speaking at Chatham
House, a London-based
think tank on Wednesday,

Union Minister S. Jaishankar speaking with Chatham House
Director and CEO Bronwen Maddox in London on Wednesday. ANI

during an official visit to
the U.K.

The US. had been
thought of as a bloc with
the West since 1945, rather
than as a nation, but now
the U.S’s own self-percep-
tion is more as a nation,
the Minister said.

“I think, from President
Trump’s perspective, the

one big shared enterprise
that we have is the Quad
[Quadrilateral Security
Dialogue],” Mr. Jaishankar
said, referring to the
grouping of India, the U.S.,
Australia and Japan.

Each Quad member was
paying its “fair share”, he
said, and so there were no
spats about burden-shar-

ing. Financial burden-shar-
ing has become a central
issue between the U.S. and
several European coun-
tries in the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization (NA-
TO) military alliance.

Mr. Trump “appears
open to connectivity initia-
tives of a certain collabora-
tive nature” Mr. Jaishankar
said. “We have a deep in-
terest in that,” he added.

The Minister was pre-
sumably referring to the
India-Middle East-Europe
Corridor (IMEC), which
finds mention in the India-
U.S. joint statement that
emerged from Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modji’s re-
cent discussions with Mr.
Trump at the White House.

CONTINUED ON

» PAGE 12

‘BREACH AT EVENT’
» PAGE 13

Many of Trump’s Priorities Work for India: Jaishankar

€9 A ¢ TYTAFATC R F fAT 3refher: FTIART
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The U.S. administration’s focus on multi-polarity, technology, and
connectivity is promising for India, said External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar.

IAREY yerra= 1 agydiaan, Hefd iR FAFeRE W eae S F3a1 IRa
& foT amsrr) @, fager #:= v, S & FE

e He also welcomed initiatives that aim to keep energy prices affordable.

3ogiey VW 3UTAT T TATITT THAT AT FaAT Y h1Ad! Y fRERIT TTT 3@ 1 91T Hid 2 |

India’s Alignment with U.S. Multi-Polarity Approach
R T TEedIaeT A1 FARET A § Fareran

e Mr. Jaishankar noted that President Trump’s administration is moving towards
multi-polarity, which is beneficial for India.

Y SRR o FgT o AT T HT T agyeiran 1 3R 7 167 8, S AR  forw
IR ¢

e He explained that by practicing multi-polarity, the Trump administration is actively
promoting it.

Segiel TUse fohaT o g diadT T T, €T TTHA S8 Tohdl &9 & Ferar & 6T ¢ |

e The U.S. was traditionally seen as a bloc with the West since 1945, but now it
perceives itself as a nation first.

ITANEHT &l ITAAN T 1945 F qfRest G2t & e F T 7 @1 1T 47, Afeht 319 g e
I Ugel Ueh ST oh ®9 H T T &

Quad and Burden-Sharing
Far1s 31 faeliT ey

e Mr. Jaishankar emphasized that the Quad (India, U.S., Australia, Japan) is a shared
enterprise under Trump’s leadership.

A SRR A SR e o F/ars (R, IR, i, Srare) <9 & Adea 7 T W

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page2 3

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

e Each Quad member is contributing its fair share, eliminating conflicts over financial
burden-sharing, unlike in NATO.

TAF Fa18 U 39+ 3Ra R s w1 7, 5 aw are i avg fadh aierd #i
AT faarg A¢T & @7l

Trump’s Openness to Connectivity Initiatives

<9 & dalfFeiad! ggal & 9fad @

e Mr. Jaishankar noted that Trump appears open to connectivity initiatives with a
collaborative nature.

St STAAHT o FgT o6 T WEANAT Fet T AT qgal & qfer ol Ao T

e He highlighted India’s deep interest in such projects.

3ogia gl & AR 1 W IRANFTA134T 7 I 3= 1

e He was likely referring to the India—Middle East—Europe Corridor (IMEC), which was
discussed in Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s meeting with Trump at the White
House.

I A HRT-HET [E—JUT FINSK (IMEC) 7 FoTeh X 1 &, S Terrersit aivg Ay 3
€Y & Sg13C §13W do% A T4T &1 fawy |
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Unblock Vikatan Site Once It Temporarily Removes Cartoon:

HC

e aEe F1 IFURN T F FIEA g & T1G HeTsdlF Y. 815

Unblock Vikatan site
once it temporarily
removes cartoon: HC

|GS Paper Il: FRs

Mohamed Imranullah S.
CHENNAI

The Madras High Court on
Thursday passed an inte-
rim order directing the Un-
ion Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting to permit
public access to the Anan-
da Vikatan website on the
condition that the latter
temporarily removes the
offending cartoon featur-
ing a shackled Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi during a
meeting with U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump.
Justice D. Bharatha
Chakravarthy passed the
order pursuant to a writ
petition filed jointly by
Ananda Vikatan Produc-
tions Private Limited and
Ananda Vikatan Publishers
Private Limited, challeng-
ing the Ministry’s February
25 proceedings and seek-
ing a consequential direc-
tion to immediately restore
public access to the web-
site, www.vikatan.com.
Senior counsel Vijay Na-

The story so far
The website of

Vikatan magazine

was blocked by ,
the Union Ministry <

of Information and
Broadcasting

® The block came after a
complaint was filed over

a cartoon featuring Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
U.S. President Donald Trump

B The magazine and several
others have condemned
the move as an ‘attack on
freedom of expression’

m Vikatan moved the Madras
High Court against the order

rayan, assisted by Rahul
Unnikrishnan, represent-
ing the petitioners, argued
that the cartoon published
by Ananda Vikatan did not
fall under any of the rea-
sons cited under relevant
laws for blocking public ac-
cess to information.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12

FIE

The Madras High Court issued an interim
order directing the Union Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting to restore
public access to the Ananda Vikatan
website on the condition that the website
temporarily removes the controversial
cartoon.

HAGTH &T8 P A Teh AR ST JART fhaT,
s FdRr Faa 3R JHRor JATerT FY fAder
faam o 9% 31eic RAFeeT d9urse 6 adafa®
9gT FeTe HY, dUd P Jewrse Rarfea wéa
& IFYTA T A geT

. The cartoon in question depicted Prime Minister
Narendra Modi shackled during a meeting with U.S.
President Donald Trump.

faarie &t & werrars= sg A H ST & @
o1, 519 d JARFY Iegufa iares €0 @ Herehid 1 1 I

Court’s Order and Petitioners' Argument

STd T AT 3T ISR H ol

e Justice D. Bharatha Chakravarthy passed the order in response to a writ petition filed
jointly by Ananda Vikatan Productions Private Limited and Ananda Vikatan

Publishers Private Limited.

IS 3. 3T AFad o I I 3HTelg et Nsaw wgde fafaes 3k aneig
fehee afeenent wrgde faffies arr T3+ ¥ @ erR Re aifet & Sfare & aiid fear|
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e The petition challenged the Ministry’s February 25 proceedings, seeking a direction
to immediately restore public access to. www.vikatan.com.

ITTeenT 7 HATerd Y 25 HIGLT Y FIR-GTE I Gl & 3715 IR www.vikatan.com F¥
aﬁaﬁﬁqgammmmﬁ&rWW|

e Senior counsel Vijay Narayan, assisted by Rahul Unnikrishnan, argued that the
cartoon did not violate any legal provisions that justify blocking public access.

TR FhTer fasTd ARTAT, I TEe Il psuret o AT, o ellel &1 foh Pt fohat oY
Pefel] ITTUTA HT Seo el €1 HICT, ST AIGSIToreh Tg Y TfTa T He HT HTUR FeT T |

Days after SDPI chief’s arrest, ED
conducts searches in 10 States

GS Paper llI: Social
pDPemocracy

NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Directo-
rate (ED) conducted
searches on Thursday in
connection with a case
against the banned outfit,
Popular Front of India
(PFI). The move comes
days after the arrest of So-
cial Democratic Party of In-
dia (SDPI) national presi-
dent M.K. Faizy on charges
of money laundering. He is
now in ED custody. The
Central agency has ac-
cused the SDPI of being a
“political front” of the PFI.

The searches are being
carried out at 12 locations
across 10 States. These in-
clude two areas in Delhi,
including the SDPI head-
quarters, along with loca-
tions in Thiruvananthapu-
ram, Malappuram,
Bengaluru, Nandyal,
Thane, Chennai, Pakur,
Kolkata, Lucknow, and Jai-
pur. The ED teams faced

Address

M.K. Faizy

protests by SDPI suppor-
ters at some places.

Mr. Faizy was arrested
from the Indira Gandhi In-
ternational Airport on
Monday. Earlier, after re-
cording his statements in
January 2024, the agency
summoned him multiple
times until February 2025.
However, he failed to ap-
pear before the team.

‘Dependent on PFI’

The ED has alleged that the
SDPI and the PFI had com-
mon members and lead-
ers, and that the SDPI was
“dependent” on the PFI for

its day-to-day functions. It
is alleged that the PFI of-
fice-bearers and cadre col-
lected funds from India
and abroad (Gulf nations)
through banking or “hawa-
la” channels as part of a
conspiracy to commit or fi-
nance terror activities
across the country.

The ED probe against
PFI and others is based on
two cases registered by the
National Investigation
Agency, apart from FIRs re-
gistered by the other law
enforcement agencies.

“As national president,
M.K. Faizy exercised auth-
ority over the activities of
SDPI, which is a recipient,
beneficiary, and user of
proceeds of crime, i.e.
funds raised by PFI, know-
ing fully well that PFI is en-
gaged in fundraising as
part of a deep-rooted cri-
minal conspiracy to raise
and use such funds in un-
lawful activities in India,”
the agency said.

Days After SDPI Chief’s
Arrest, ED Conducts
Searches in 10 States

SDP| 7@ %I PREA &
¥ & a1g, ED & 10 U=
A SIARY $Y

The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) conducted searches on
Thursday in connection with
a case against the banned
outfit Popular Front of India
(PFI).

Yaaiel fgeed (ED) @ FAR
S SNANT $1, 3t yfaefaa
(PFI) & T@eIT® T ATHS @ 31
oY
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e The move comes days after the arrest of Social Democratic Party of India (SDPI)
national president M.K. Faizy on money laundering charges.

g FIATS W SABB R Il 3T 3397 (SDPI) F TS 3reget va.F. bt i 7t
dffeger & IR & PRear & Fo fat ag Hr 75

e Faizy is now in ED custody, and the agency has accused the SDPI of being a
political front of PFI.

thsiY fhergrer ED &Y fRrad & &, 31T Tl & SDPI %Y PFI &7 Tstelifas AT @9 #T 31T

TIT &

Searches Across 10 States
10 <A1 H SUAY

e The EDis conducting searches at 12 locations across 10 States, including Delhi
(SDPI headquarters), Thiruvananthapuram, Malappuram, Bengaluru, Nandyal,
Thane, Chennai, Pakur, Kolkata, Lucknow, and Jaipur.

ED & 10 =T # 12 ¥4T&A1 9% SNART $, {513 el (SDPI Feame), favasaqw,
HETYUH, SIS, AT, ST, Aets, UFHS, FIARIT, dGAS 3 FTIG AAA &

e The ED teams faced protests from SDPI supporters at some locations.

6 T W ED 831 I SDP| FALHT & a0 1 FToA=AT 11 937

Faizy’s Arrest and ED’s Allegations

thaft Fr ARFar 3 ED & 3mRg

e M.K. Faizy was arrested on Monday from the Indira Gandhi International Airport.

A&, il F AHATR F1 ST e TR gar$ 333 I Pwrar B arm|

e The ED had recorded his statements in January 2024 and summoned him multiple
times until February 2025, but he failed to appear.

ED & SiAadY 2024 #H it & F3TT gof fFT & 3R Badl 2025 dF 3¢ F¢ IR GHA ST,
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‘Dependent on PFI’ — ED’s Accusations

'PFI 9 fa9 — ED & 39

The ED alleged that SDPI and PFl had common members and leaders, and that
SDPI depended on PFI for daily operations.

ED & 39 o913t i SDPI 3R PFI & e 3R a1 g&@ = 4, 31k SDPI 3qat &
AT & forT PRI 9T faei off|

PFI collected funds from India and abroad (Gulf nations) through banking and
hawala channels for financing terror activities.

PFI & 1R 31 fader (@t qai) & dfdher sit garan Aot & Areasw & o= ern i sy
Ty fafafrat & e AT fFam)

The ED’s probe is based on two cases registered by the National Investigation
Agency (NIA), apart from FIRs filed by other law enforcement agencies.

ED &Y S WS Siia T (NIA) G@RT gof & AT 3N 37 el Tadlel Tt 1l ganT
&R FIRs WX 3MaTRA ¢

As SDPI’s national president, Faizy had control over the party’s activities, knowing
that PFIl was raising funds as part of a criminal conspiracy for unlawful activities in
India.

SDPI & TsEI 37e7eT & T &, hait gt i afafRfat & Rafa st 3, sefF =g gar
a1 & PRI 3rder arfafafrat & fore e e 1 el wiforer 7 anfer 21

Social Democracy

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar was not just a thinker but a man of action who dedicated his life to
fighting for human dignity, self-respect, and the rights of marginalized
communities. His idea of democracy went beyond mere political structures and
encompassed social democracy, which he saw as essential for true justice and
equality in society.

Social Democracy: A Way of Life
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For Dr. Ambedkar, social democracy was not just a political system but a way of life
based on the principles of liberty, equality, and fraternity. He emphasized that
these three principles form a union of trinity—they must coexist and cannot be
separated from each other.

o Liberty: The freedom to express, live, and think without fear.

o Equality: Equal rights and opportunities for all, regardless of caste, gender, or

class.

o Fraternity: A sense of brotherhood and social harmony among people.
He argued that political democracy alone was not enough if social inequalities
persisted. True democracy could only be achieved when social democracy became
a reality—a society where all individuals lived as equals.

Roots of Democracy in Social Relationships

Ambedkar believed that democracy is not merely a form of government but a form of
"associated living", where people live together in mutual respect and harmony. It is
not about who governs, but rather how people interact with each other in society.
He warned that if a small section of society dominates social and cultural
symbols, democracy becomes meaningless. Hence, he advocated for social
relationships based on equality and respect, rather than discrimination and
hierarchy.

State Socialism Under Parliamentary Democracy

Dr. Ambedkar supported state socialism, but within the framework of parliamentary
democracy.

He believed that the state should play arole in ensuring economic and social
justice, preventing the concentration of wealth and power in the hands of a few.

This would protect democracy from dictatorship and exploitation.

Challenges to Social Democracy in India

Ambedkar saw caste-based divisions as a major hurdle in achieving social democracy. He
criticized how political democracy existed in India without social democracy, making true
equality impossible. His vision was to create a just society where caste hierarchies and
discrimination were abolished.

Setback for Congress in Telangana MLC Polls
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Setback for Cong. in
Telangana MLC polls

IGS Paperll: MLC |

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

The ruling Congress has suffered a set-
back in the just concluded Telangana
MLC polls to two Teachers’ constituen-
cies and a Graduates’ constituency. The
Opposition BJP backed candidates
bagged two seats while a Teachers’ un-
ion candidate won the other seat.

The results should be a wake up call
for the Congress because a battery of Mi-
nisters and CM A. Revanth Reddy him-
self had campaigned for the party
backed candidate, Narender Reddy.

QAITAT THUSTH! TATd 7 FTIH 1 FEH

The ruling Congress faced a setback in the
recently concluded Telangana MLC polls for
two Teachers’ constituencies and one
Graduates’ constituency.

ARG FHIEUH Pl &TeT 81 H Yool JeTINAT THTTHY
19 # & Rrate MaTae &t 3 o wras
fraTae & & ST o)

e Opposition BJP-backed candidates won two seats,
while a Teachers’ union candidate secured the other seat.

Rgaft sterar gHfAT 3FFiCErt 7 &Y HiE Sidh, Safs v de
a1 Tg F 3FAlgar & Tra 7 TS|

Wake-up Call for Congress

FE & fore Aarast @&

e The results serve as a wake-up call for Congress, especially since several Ministers
and CM A. Revanth Reddy himself campaigned for the party-backed candidate,

Narender Reddy.

I IRUTH F1 F T Aarash @& §, Fie F§ AT 3 gegah v Wa W w@a
urdt gAfda sFrgar g 353 & forw waw e |

Teachers’ Constituencies | [R1a1s foraT=eT &7

These constituencies are meant for teachers who have been in the profession for a specific
number of years. Only eligible teachers can vote in these elections.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page30

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

9]

© TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
patriofic (- YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

¥ faee & fady &0 & el & e g1 §, 5 v ARaa aorr des RAST0T 1 &Y o g1 &
Fael I TA&TH 61 31 GATG1 # AGETT FT THA 8|

© Who can vote? (I AdETT FT Thdl £7)

* Only teachers who have at least three years of experience in a recognized school,
college, or university.

» 3o YolTdl & sharel GT R1&Teh dle 3Tel Wehel 8, Si FRal ATIaT JTeT T, Hicsr AT
freafaearea & F7 & F fier ast @& ver 9 &

Graduates’ Constituencies | Td® fAaTasr &7

These constituencies are meant for graduates (degree holders) who have completed their
education from a recognized university. Only graduates can vote in these elections.

I faaTae &1 Tt (B ) & foe g §, Siegier Rl Arearar wred fasafacaea &
37tY Y& Ot 1 87| e TR &1 51 ATal A HAGHT F Tl

© Who can vote? (HlT AdETT FT THdT 8?)

* Any graduate from a recognized university who has registered as a voter in the
graduates’ electoral roll.

- 1$ 81 cafad, foraad are Aregar urea [eafaeres @ B4 gt 3tk o was wagrar g=h
# 39T ATH o HUAT &Y, G H GhaT g
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Federal Principles vs. Democratic Impulses in Delimitation

|GS Paper II: Delimitation |
y of numbers
Federal principles, democratic impulses
are in conflict over delimitation
T he call at an all-party meeting chaired by

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin, in
Chennai on Wednesday, to freeze the
strength of the Lok Sabha and State Assemblies
for 30 years beyond 2026 might seem like push-
ing away a pressing problem into the distant fu-
ture. The challenges in 2056, when delimitation
is eventually taken up, could be far more com-
plex than those of the last exercise, conducted af-
ter the Delimitation Commission was set up in
2002. Even if the northern States bring down the
fertility rate to replacement level by that time, the
grouse of the southern States, that seat share as a
proportion of the total strength of the Lok Sabha
will come down, will still not find redress. More-
over, the imbalance in the number of electors
across constituencies varies in each State. Bet-
ween 2004 (the last general election before the
2008 delimitation) and 2024, the country’s elec-
torate has grown by approximately 45%. In just
over 15 years, there has been significant malap-
portionment in many constituencies. In Karnata-
ka, Bangalore North has 3.2 million voters, while
Udupi Chikmagalur, with an electorate of just un-
der 1.6 million, has less than half that number.
One solution, doubtless a partial one, could be to
allow delimitation within each State, but not
across the country. This would be in keeping with
federal principles but might be unfair to large
States that have seen a huge, disproportionate
population jump over the last 50 years.
The concerns of the southern States regarding
a potential unfair outcome are valid. There is a
risk of losing significant representation in the Lok
Sabha if population strictly governs seat alloca-
tion. However, the Constitution recognises that
apportionment should be done “so far as practic-
able”, allowing room for considerations beyond
mere numbers. Mr. Stalin has expressed appre-
hension that if the 2026 Census data is used as
the basis for delimitation, and Tamil Nadu’s seat
share is reduced, it would lead to “indelible injus-
tice”. The all-party meeting rightly pointed out
that Tamil Nadu is not opposed to delimitation
per se, but that the process should not penalise
progressive States (the entire southern region).
Since delimitation has remained a contentious is-
sue, the Union government should build a con-
sensus on the terms of reference for the next De-
limitation Commission. A transparent and
inclusive approach can help restore the missing
trust between the ruling party at the Centre and
the non-BJP Opposition. Moreover, those advo-
cating for an early delimitation should respect
the Constitution’s federal character and demon-
strate flexibility in addressing regional concerns.

At an all-party meeting chaired by Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister M.K. Stalin in Chennai on Wednesday, a
call was made to freeze the strength of the Lok
Sabha and State Assemblies for 30 years beyond
2026.

affreraTg & FEgFE vA.F. Terfae & sregarar &
AR FI Yeei§ A § TAGT S H 2026 & a1 30 Tt
da% dARaHT 3T T Ruaweaat i die gear 1 PR
@ H AT Y TS|

e  While this might seem like postponing a pressing issue, the
challenges in 2056 could be far more complex than those faced
during the last delimitation in 2002.

Ig AU dchTel AT F ST SIAT oI HehdT &, olfeheT 2056 #
Seqe gaitfarat 2002 # g% 3ifaer aReiwe wivar @ ¢ sfts e &
gl gl

e Evenif northern states reduce their fertility rate, the southern
states’ concern that their seat share in the Lok Sabha will
decrease remains unresolved.

9ol & 39 TS HIAY YoTeteT ST HeT o, olfeheT gfayulYy =t v gg =Rar
oY g9l o 37T ANrws F Het A R 7 8 swaft

e Elector distribution across constituencies is uneven. In
Karnataka, for example, Bangalore North has 3.2 million voters,
while Udupi Chikmagalur has just under 1.6 million.

HAGTAT3AT T fAROT /AT &1 38607 & [T, Fetfew 7 darefe A #

32 AT AGCTAT §, STafh 359 ATy # Faer 16 O Adarar |
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Possible Solutions
AT THTETT

e One partial solution could be to allow delimitation within each state rather than a
nationwide process.

Teh WIS HATUTST Ig 81 Hevell ¢ fob HNATeT hael Usal & e frar s, 1 3 QX aer
# UF Ay |

o This approach aligns with federal principles but may seem unfair to large states that
have experienced significant population growth in the last 50 years.

Ig e T Rguial & 3TET 19, ARk 37 2 el & AT 3R oo FFar &,
STt fareer 50 auf & Faaear I T 9 g

Concerns of Southern States

iAot gt i Rare

e The concerns of southern states are valid, as they risk losing significant
representation in the Lok Sabha if population strictly determines seat allocation.

gfaolt st Y Riam st §, F3ifF afe diel #1 3ndes @ @t § 96T F 3R |
2rar &, Y 3y armwe & wRafafted ge gwar

e The Constitution allows for flexibility in apportionment beyond just numbers, stating
that it should be done "so far as practicable."

HRAUTT Fa ATHEIT & YR G T AT &1 FATT A1 T, Slosh Ig FedT &
"STET dF THT & 37T Heh! ol T €17 H T@T ST 18T

o M.K. Stalin expressed concern that if the 2026 Census is used for delimitation,
Tamil Nadu’s seat share could be reduced, leading to "indelible injustice."

TH.&F. Tafaed & Rar sgad i & afe 2026 &y Fr01aAT F IR 9T IRV fomam =,
o affrererg 1 W Fa1 8wl §, [Sad " 3reurdt se=amr grem|

e The all-party meeting clarified that Tamil Nadu is not against delimitation but
opposes a process that penalizes progressive states.

TaGolT dow 7 Fave fFam o 3 affreeng aidlerer & f@ams 781 3, ferer  wftear
1 Fay TaT § St werferefier T4t Y {hare ggene|
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Need for Consensus and Federalism

geAfa 3R Fuarg Y sraeaswdr

e Since delimitation remains a contentious issue, the Union government should
build a consensus on the terms of reference for the next Delimitation Commission.

<o R T Rarereae Fear ST g ¥, SATIT g TSR HY 3T TREAT AT
& forw weet earct X weAfa s=reh =rfew|

e Atransparent and inclusive approach can restore trust between the ruling party at
the Centre and the non-BJP Opposition.

qreeff 3t gamaeft TReEor g aRer 31 AX-srreraT faveT & i fearw TgTT 1 A
AEE FT TheT &

e Those advocating early delimitation should respect the Constitution’s federal
character and address regional concerns with flexibility.

ST AT TedY TRENHT Y AT FT W@ &, 306 TR & FT IR FT GFATT HIT G180
3R N Rarsit Y a9 & | g AT Iy
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Unsettling Plans

AT I aTell JSTATT

Trump Seems Oblivious to the Long-Term Consequences of His Policies

[GS Paper II: US Polity|

Unsettling plans

Trump seems oblivious to the long-term
consequences of his policies

resident Donald Trump used the bully
P pulpit of his first joint address to Con-

gress to emphasise, among other priori-
ties, his administration’s intent to up the ante on
the trade war that began with the U.S. slamming
India, China, Canada and Mexico with tariffs of
25% or higher. Amidst walkouts by numerous De-
mocratic lawmakers, he flagged his administra-
tion’s 100 executive orders and 400 executive ac-
tions to date as proof of his “swift and
unrelenting action”, including on issues critical
to American voters, such as reducing the cost of
energy and “working tirelessly to end the savage
conflict in Ukraine”. Early on in the speech, Mr.
Trump underscored the U.S.’s withdrawal from
the Paris climate accords, WHO and the U.N. Hu-
man Rights Council, even as he reiterated his ad-
ministration’s commitment to the mantra of fos-
sil fuel exploitation — “drill, baby, drill” — as the
key approach to bringing down energy prices. He
also railed against woke culture, specifically fo-
cusing on “getting men out of women’s sports,”
as he had promised in his election campaign. In a
hat tip to Elon Musk, the boss of the newly found-
ed Department of Government Efficiency
(DOGE), he claimed that the initiative had already
“found hundreds of billions of dollars of fraud”.
This was notwithstanding shockwaves reverber-
ating across the world from funding cuts and fir-
ings at organisations such as USAID, involved in
critical projects in numerous countries; and law-
suits aimed at blocking DOGE’s access to confi-
dential government data.

On the one hand, it is hardly surprising that
Mr. Trump is pushing a conservative agenda, for
example through his administration’s aggressive
drive towards smaller government. On the other,
there is a serious question of whether some of his
second-term policies risk self-goals. Tariffs are a
case in point, as independent economists have
argued that higher import costs resulting from in-
creased tariffs could lead importers to pass the
economic burden onto consumers through high-
er prices, driving inflation, contrary to his eco-
nomic promises. However, this warning has lar-
gely fallen on deaf ears among MAGA supporters.
Similarly, there is a distinct possibility of the U.S.
saving resources and materials of war if it “paus-
es” military support to Ukraine, yet this strategy
does not apparently concern itself with the lon-
ger-term, possibly trans-Atlantic, consequences
of signalling weakness of defence against Russian
territorial ambitions looming over Europe. While
the 2024 election revealed the depth of the parti-
san chasm between sections of American voters
over crucial, emotive issues such as immigration,
reproductive rights, and the economy, the tone
and tenor of the second Trump administration
does not instil confidence that this gap might be
bridged in four years.
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. President Donald Trump, in his first joint address to
Congress, emphasized his administration’s intent to escalate the trade
war against India, China, Canada, and Mexico, imposing tariffs of 25%
or higher.

Tegaf Ao € o FEW F Tge YT Harrs H AR, e, Ferst 3K
AfFH! F TS SATIR Jeo FY AT FIA o e I SR 72T 3R 250 21
399 3% & ERE wen|

. His speech took place amidst walkouts by several Democratic
lawmakers, as he highlighted his administration’s 100 executive orders
and 400 executive actions as proof of "swift and unrelenting action".

3efehT HTSUT % SAHIEH Hal & FfEIH & I g3, STgl egi=t 100
FTIHNY 3mee 3T 400 FRFRY Aot w3 31K 78 GFew &1 gAT
|

. He reiterated his commitment to lowering energy costs and
ending the Ukraine conflict, while also reaffirming the U.S. withdrawal
from the Paris Climate Accord, WHO, and the U.N. Human Rights
Council.

3ogiel oAl ST HeTet 31T Tt HOY FATCA FI I TTATGHdT Al Ts,
T g AR Srerarg @A, WHO 31 e Tvg AaiosR aiwg @
AT AT aradlt 1 T @ gise |

. His speech promoted fossil fuel exploitation under the slogan
"drill, baby, drill", while also attacking woke culture, particularly
targeting transgender participation in women'’s sports.

3ogieY 37T HIYUT 3 SR §oret & aget bl sgrar & gV "3, &<, e
mwmmmmmwmmym@ﬁﬁm
STy o1 Tarer fomam|
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Department of Government Efficiency (DOGE) and Funding Cuts
FIHNY ga7dT fa9meT (DOGE) 3k T #weldh

Trump praised Elon Musk, the head of the newly established Department of
Government Efficiency (DOGE), claiming the initiative had uncovered hundreds of
billions of dollars in fraud.

€U & AT FIEHNY GaTaT AT (DOGE) & WHE@ Welel HEa i 92T 1 31 arar o & 5@
gl of e 3RT ST T @rerd) 39PR Hr ¢

However, funding cuts and layoffs at organizations like USAID have caused global
concern, as these agencies support critical projects worldwide.

gretiteh, USAID SHY vt & faeiir sreldt 3itt oeedt o 3Ras Riar der fr g, Fifer 3
TS Hscaqgi 31'F|W|‘§|!I TRATSTAT3T F TgeT Hia B

Lawsuits have been filed to block DOGE’s access to confidential government data,
sparking legal battles.

DOGE #I MU= FIHRY 3T a0 g Ahat & [0 Fehe#t g e are §, Sea Freet
HEY [ gl AT B

Economic Risks of Tariffs and Trade Wars

R 3R AR geur F wfds g

Trump’s protectionist tariff policies may backfire, as independent economists
warn that higher tariffs could increase import costs, leading to higher consumer
prices and inflation.

<9 Y FRRTOTAE) SR AT 3ot ug TFd §, Fif Faaw srdenfeaat F aarah &
ITEN, 3T ER® F AT dere 99T, forad Feredhfer 3R swstierar o 95 w5 1

Despite these warnings, his supporters remain indifferent, believing in MAGA-driven
economic nationalism.

sﬂﬁamﬁﬁasmag,mmﬁmaﬁgu%,ﬁMAeAmmm
# faeary T@a ¢

Impact of Reducing Military Support to Ukraine
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ehel I HoT WETAAT FH FIA T G

e Trump’s proposal to "pause" military aid to Ukraine may save U.S. resources, but it
raises concerns over Russia’s territorial ambitions in Europe.

ST T Yool Y o TEAAT "Nl T TEATT AN FHTEAT Y T8 AT Tehell &, Afehet
SHY AT # T 1 fararard Aifaat # a1 T 96 TFd 8

o Critics argue that this move signals a weakening U.S. commitment to global
security, potentially impacting transatlantic alliances.

HTATEIeRT T AT ¢ o T§ Fee dRas et & gfer 3aRe Fr yfaaeuar # Faeik #@
T TFd T ¢, TSR THIredifies Teau«l 0 38T 95 hdT ¢

Deepening Political Divide in the U.S.
AR & Irgran Torifaw fasme

e The 2024 U.S. election exposed a deep partisan divide over immigration,
reproductive rights, and economic policies.

2024 & AR ToATa 7 AT, ForeteT PR 31 3w Afat 1 o ey
Tt fasiTetet 1 3R o |

e Trump’s second-term agenda does not indicate any effort to bridge this divide, raising
concerns about further polarization.

¢ & gE FIEFT $ Afral 36 TS F F FA F1 HE e A1 &t, Ta@ 3R
3rftras yyetaTor T Herraet a1 Sel B
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The academic link between Nepal and India

When it comes to the history of ‘modern’ formal education in Nepal, a cursory glance will reveal that not only is it not very old, it also displays intricate connections with
India. Higher educational training embeds avenues that register learning experiences as impactful memories which shape future lives and proclivities

GS Paper ll: Indi

epal

THE GIST

FULL CONTEXT

Destination India, for higher education

Swatahsiddha Sarkar The latest available All India Survey on Higher Education (AISHE) data reveals that during 2021-22, 46,878 foreign students from 170 nations were 2o

On February 16, a third-year
Nepali woman student was
found dead by suicide in the
Bhubaneswar-based Kalinga
Institute of Industrial
Technology (KIIT).

enrolled in various institutes of higher learning in India

n February 16, a third-year
woman student from Nepal
was found dead by suicide in
the Bhubaneswar-based
Kalinga Institute of Industrial Technology
(KIIT). Initial investigation by the police
revealed that harassment from a fellow
male student had led the student to take
her own life. Other students from Nepal
carried out a protest stating that the
university had ignored the consistent
complaints made by the female student
about the harassment. This led to KIIT
halting academic activities and ordering
students from Nepal to vacate the
campus. This move caused widespread
outrage, with the Nepali government also

v

Nepal's academic relationship
with India and Indian academic
institutions in particular
illustrate a rich history.

Inrage: An
agitator holds v
aposter during
aprotest over

the death ofa

Nepali student
onthe Kalinga

Without even being colonised,
the colonial legacy of Nepal’s
education system was
established through two

gerting involved. KIIT eventually st of ;Putcs."hm..by alﬁhlanng the

withdrew the order and resumed the Industrial irst college ": Nelna |?I i

academic session. Technology :A;IVEI’SIU:S of cohoma ndia,
This piece intends to shed light on (KIT) campus, ereby, diminishing any

opportunity to premise
pedagogy around Nepali roots
and branches (except
language); and the second was
through college instructors.

some necessary but seldom discussed
issues affecting students from Nepal in
India.

in Bhubaneswar,
on February19.

Foreign student enrolment in India

The latest available All India Survey on 2021-22

Higher Education (AISHE) data reveals
that during 202122, 46,878 foreign
students from 170 nations were enrolled
in various institutes of higher learning in PG | 1o1s | 1085 | 1005 | 1212 | 1285 | 1357 [ 1,357 l 1608 | 1587 | 1534
India, and that the highest share of vG 5839 | 6859 | 7,084 | 7584 | 879 | 9191 | 9,644 | 10,804 | 10836 | 10,708
‘forelgn students came from Nepal (28%). PG Diploma |7 = 5 = 7P = ‘ S 1 5 = 7
The percentage share of foreign students
from Nepal had been the highest (21% Diploma 251 265 360 617 1,010 199 1562 | 1252 917 666
when the figure for total foreign student Certificate | s 3 1 1 64 7 J 23 3 3 10
enrolment was 34,774) even in 2012-13, as | I I I [ I

i % ¥ Integrated 2 77 57 7 85 102 104 115 52 85
per AISHE data. It is thus evidenced that L + + ' + t + +
while the number of foreign students Total students enrolled from Nepal | 7067 | 8360 | 8694 | 9574 | 1125 | 152 [ 12747 | 13880 | 13574 | 13126
enrolling in India has been on the rise Total foreign students enrolled 34774 | 39517 | 42297 | 45421 | 47575 | 46,144 | 47427 | 49348 | 48035 | 46,878
over the years, majority of them came 9 of students enrolled from Nepal 2% | 2% | 2% | 21% | 23.60% | 24.90% | 26.88% | 28.10% | 28.26% | 28%

from Nepal. Table 1 gives us a brief
overview of the enrolment of students
from Nepal studying different courses
offered by almost 180 Indian universities
and institutes.

These students are spread across the
nation — from Kashmir University in the
north to Kerala University in the south,
from North Eastern Hill University
(NEHU) in the east to Gujarat Ayurveda
University in the west. While the
enrolment is highest in the undergraduate
category, enrolment in higher categories
like PhD displays a steady increase,

opened up opportunities to those who
could afford to send their wards to India
for education.

Further, when it comes to the history
of the ‘modern’ formal education system
in Nepal, a cursory glance will reveal that
not only is it not very old, but it also
displays intricate connections with India.
It is said that the western-style of
education began in Nepal with the
establishment of the Durbar High School

although it is far from being imp| 3
Students from Nepal display an increasing
attraction to Indian institutes offering
training and degrees in engineering and
technology. As a matter of fact, their
presence in IITs (Delhi, Kanpur, Roorkee,
Guwahati among others), the Indian
Institute of Science (IISc Bangalore), and
other private institutes like KIIT, has been
substantial.

An academic relationship

Nepal’s academic relationship with India
and Indian academic institutions in
particular illustrate a rich history. Paying
a cursory look at that historical tapestry,
as shown by scholars like Pratyush Onta
or Rhoderick Chalmers, would help us
recognise the contribution of Banaras and
Darjeeling in shaping Nepali public
sphere from both within and outside
Nepal. However, unlike the colonial
legacy associated to the ‘Gorkhas’, the
cultural lmkage between Nepal and lndla.
which d India as an

hub for the Nepalis, is as old as the
gurukul system. Since the days of the
Rana regime when education in Nepal
remained exclusively an elitist affair,
places in India like Banaras, Patna,
Dehradun, Gorakhpur and Darjeeling

in 1854, ible only to the
children of the royal family and courtiers.
In 1901, some steps were taken for the
benefit of the public, as schools, such as
the Bhasa Pathshala (Language Schools),
were opened up with Nepali (then known
as Gorkhali/Khas) as the medium of
instruction. The Tri-Chandra College was
established in Kathmandu in 1918 and was
initially affiliated to Calcutta University
which later shifted to Patna University,
India. As per this affiliation, the
responsibility of the college lied only with
the teaching part while the overall
academic programme, including courses,

award of degree, were run by the
affiliating Indian institute.

Letting go of colonial influence
Thus, without even being colonised, the
colonial legacy of Nepal's education
system was established through two
routes: first, by afﬁllam\g the first college
in Nepal to universities of colonial India,
thereby, diminishing any opportunity to
premise pedagogy around Nepali roots
and branches (except language); and the
second was through college instructors,
all of whom had received their master’s
degrees from Indian universities, and

therefore felt secure in following the same
content. Before the establishment of the
Tribhuvan University in 1959, there was
no provision for postgraduate instruction
in the country, and higher education was
limited to the undergraduate level. Social
science teaching, followed by science,
was introduced in Nepal only in the
1940s, starting with economics and
geography, while sociology and
anthropology came a little while later in
the 1950s.

In summary, until the 1950s, the
colonial legacy of British India strongly
influenced Nepal's education, even when
attempts were undertaken to ‘Nepalise’
the education system. Towards this end,
the Gandhian model of education was
valorised as a reference point albeit with
certain tweaks. Finally, in 1954, the
government constituted the National
Educational Planning Commission (NEPC)
to give recommendations across all
aspects of education, having declared that
the goal is to make education relevant to
‘national need'. Later, with the
introduction of the New Education
System Plan (NESP) in 1971, the entire
machinery was revamped. Nepal began
her independent journey in the sphere of
higher education, even though students
from Nepal continued to enrol lhemselves
in Indian higher education insti

Source: Compiled from AISHE Reports of respective years

available as a commodity, still embeds
avenues that register learning experiences
as impactful memories which shape
future lives and proclivities. These
memories, among other things, are
potential sources of South Asian cultural
capital that grows s;x)lmneou.sly when
nurtured with care. And when

process involves the category of ‘foreign
students’, it becomes the responsibility of
the host institution to prevent the process
from turning into a pedagogy of the
oppressed.

Students are students, no matter where
they are from. Creating categories within
studenthood and offermg d.lﬁerenual

is an act of i
sponsored ragging that devalues the
institution, renders the educational
ambience volatile, and most importantly,
propagates a culture of misanthropy,
thereby nullifying the core of education in
itself, no matter where the institution
appears on the charts of national or
international grading systems.

Moreover, the KIIT instance, when
viewed in the light of the Indo-Nepal
Peace Treaty of 1950, appears to be a case
that is in direct conflict with Article 6
(confirms national treatment to be offered
to the nationals of either country) and
Amcle 7 (confirms reclprocal privileges of
p of property,

Major players within the intellectual
field post-1950s Nepal, were trained in
India, and with the passage of time the
numbers kept on rising, even amidst ups
and downs in diplomatic relations
between these two nations.

Cultural capital
Higher educational training, even though

participation in trade and commerce,
movement to the nationals of one country
in the territories of the other) of the said
Treaty, and thereby has the potency to
affect bilateral ties between India and
Nepal.

Swatahsiddha Sarkar teaches at the
Centre for Himalayan Studies, University of
North Bengal.

The Academic Link Between Nepal and India
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Incident at KIIT and Its Impact

FHTEIEA & "ear 3R sqHT IHT

e On February 16, a third-year woman student from Nepal was found dead by suicide
at the Kalinga Institute of Industrial Technology (KIIT), Bhubaneswar.

16 HIE{ 1 faaea] ua s sReeye 3w $sfeae Sairarstt (KIIT) 7 aurer
FrY I Y UF STET F AT I 91T 747

o Initial police investigations revealed that she had been harassed by a fellow male
student, which led her to take her own life.

IR Yo ST 7 I Fell o T HEITST BT GaRT TR Tl fhT STt o shRoT
38eT ATcHGAT T ol |

o Nepali students protested, stating that the university ignored her repeated
complaints about harassment.

AqTelt BT = farver wereler R, Ig et g foh faeafig@merd o 3ot aR-aw 1§
et @1 seraiar )

o KIIT temporarily halted academic activities and ordered Nepali students to vacate
the campus, causing widespread outrage.

KIIT o 3rEgri &7 @ Sa1fore arfafafat &1 O fm 31t Aureh amEt &1 oies @l &
T 3T T, TS <ATIeh 37Tehier thet arm|

e Following intervention from the Nepali government, KIIT withdrew the order and
resumed academic sessions.

ATelT TFR & FEANT F a1, KIIT o7 3G A of foram 3R dariore w1 fw & o« o

Foreign Student Enrolment in India

AT A e oAt 1 AT

Page3 9

e According to the All India Survey on Higher Education (AISHE) 2021-22, 46,878
foreign students from 170 nations were enrolled in Indian universities.
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3iter 33T W 3ATeT AT TSLHAT (AISHE) 2021-22 & 3THR, 170 et & 46,878 fageft
BT AR Taeafacdrerdt # AR

e Nepal had the highest share (28%) of foreign students, maintaining its leading
position since 2012-13 (21%).

aAaTer 1 fageft Tl & AW AF (28%) AT 4T, S 2012-13 (219) F MR =41 §37
gl

o Nepali students are spread across India, studying in universities from Kashmir in the
north to Kerala in the south, and from NEHU in the east to Gujarat Ayurveda
University in the west.

AYTCN ST HRCT 31T # el §TE, S 3o & FRA A AT GfR0r 7 e, 7@ & NEHU &
AT afReaH # e e Rrafiearey aw fAffe deamet § g w

e Most enrolments are in undergraduate courses, but PhD enrolment has been
increasing steadily.

TRYRI ATHTheT TATAF qTISTHAT F g &, Afhet Nread) araieT Y- 9 W@ e

o Nepali students prefer engineering and technology courses in institutions like lITs
(Delhi, Kanpur, Roorkee, Guwahati), IISc Bangalore, and private institutes like
KIIT.

AqTelT BT SN aRer 30X dle@ AT argaswaAT &1 78 XA &, [9AT T & 3mE3ED
(Reeht, FTeTqR, T3, T[amere)), ArE3mSTEA doray 3 sl wvurer s KT A1

Historical Academic Relationship Between Nepal and India

At 3R #RT & i Mol daifors aawr

e Nepal’s academic relationship with India has a long and rich history, deeply
embedded in cultural and educational exchanges.

AUTE HT WA F Wy AW Faler qged [T 3R FHRY &, S Fieepfas AR Aarfors
SHTETA-JET § TS H 3T E3 &

e Scholars like Pratyush Onta and Rhoderick Chalmers highlight the role of Banaras
and Darjeeling in shaping the Nepali public sphere.

farearet wegw 3ifer 3k MR arend & aarw s arfSifeer A sfara w1 Aureh adafas
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& % forsfor & Agcayet Famr 2|

e Unlike the colonial "Gorkha" legacy, India’s role as an education hub for Nepal
dates back to the Gurukul system.

sitafaa R "aaEr Rad & 316, SR &1 At & fow ve defores Fg F Fa A
AT TEF el TOTTAT o FHT & Toll 31T 6T &

Nepali Students in India During the Rana Regime

YT AMTHT & SR HRAT fA8T # aqrehy o

o During the Rana regime, education in Nepal was limited to the elite class, forcing
many Nepali families to send their children to Banaras, Patna, Dehradun, Gorakhpur,
and Darjeeling for education.

0T AT &F SR, AT A R8T Faer AT F97 a6 AAT Y, TIT FS Aurelr
URERT T FARH, T, SgGeT, AR@YR 3R fSATeAer 7 3791 sreat 1 geat Sioter asT|

e The modern formal education system in Nepal is not very old and has deep
academic connections with India.

AqTel Y ITfersh HoaTRen e JorTel FgT I A€ & AR A R F TE AaifOrn
"I g

Development of Modern Education in Nepal

uTer & Jregforen fRram &1 A

e Western-style education in Nepal began with the establishment of Durbar High
School in 1854, initially accessible only to royal family members and courtiers.

TSl 3 qTRETHY Al Ay R&T Fr e 1854 H GTER §T§ TR Y FUTIAT § §S, S RS
A Shael TAIRER 3R EERT & forw suersy Y|

e In 1901, public schools like Bhasa Pathshala (Language Schools) were opened,
using Nepali (then known as Gorkhali/Khas) as the medium of instruction.

1901 #, HTST YTSRATET (HTHT FFHel) SHY WIS (A1 fAGATerd Gel AT, STET ATl (A
IRGTN/TH F T H STAT ST AT) Y FRASTOT Y HIWT F FT 7 3794147 3147
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e Tri-Chandra College was established in Kathmandu in 1918, initially affiliated with
Calcutta University, later shifting to Patna University.

Pr-wi iersr Y TUTIaT 1018 # FroAig # g8, S YR & FHeraha Reafdgared & Hoey
o, a1, # vea feafaearera & g1

e Under this affiliation, Indian universities controlled Nepal’s higher education
system, managing courses, textbooks, pedagogy, examinations, and degrees.

S HacUdl & ded, AR faeafagamerat st aurer #r 3=a Rraw vomelt &1 fra e B,
forea areasa, geas, Rrator geufa, afemd sk B anfaer 9

Letting Go of Colonial Influence

sttaferares womma & afa

e Although Nepal was never colonized, its education system was influenced by
British India in two key ways:

o Affiliating Nepal’s first college with colonial Indian universities, limiting the

scope for Nepali-rooted pedagogy.
o Nepali college instructors obtained master’s degrees from Indian
universities, leading them to adopt Indian educational content.

o grelife sarer Haft sufarder At q=, oifehet 3qent e a7 fafeer sma @ Y vgw
Ot § yeTfad gam:
= 9T & Ug Ficler &I fafeer SR freafagarerat ¥ wagw &, o
AqTer-F et fRvaTr ggerfer T womraeT A g1 TS|
= AT Fierer et o HRAT Rreafagameat & AR B3l yrea i, Taw
3ol HRCATT IISTHHA FT §1 I

e Until the establishment of Tribhuvan University in 1959, Nepal had no provision for
postgraduate education.

o Higher education was limited to the undergraduate level.
o Social sciences (economics and geography) were introduced only in the
1940s, followed by sociology and anthropology in the 1950s.

o 1959 F Fxefaer Rreafac@mery Y T @ Ug, AU H FAAHIT RA&T A FS
AT oTet Y|
= 3T fRUET ool TS T d HifAd AT
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- FTATSF AT (3reRmEs ST s 1940 & g2 7 3R FATIAET T
ATAGTaA 1950 & 2T H YE fhv 1T

o Despite efforts to "Nepalize" education, British India’s colonial legacy continued to
dominate until the 1950s.

o The Gandhian model of education was referenced but with modifications.
o In 1954, Nepal’s National Educational Planning Commission (NEPC) was
established to make education relevant to national needs.

o oYuTer H ST FY "AUTS HRYA" AN & A F 1Gog, 1950 F g2AF aF e
R 1 3tafAa iR vema s« @1
- refiarel fRraT Afse @1 HUAIT I, A FS FTeral & A
» 1954 &, YTl oF TSEHT AT ANST=AT AT (NEPC) Y FATIAT Y, A1feh

TRIGTT IS JTaRIFATHT F 3eTFT &l
e 1In 1971, the New Education System Plan (NESP) was introduced, revamping Nepal’s
education system and making it independent.

o However, Nepali students continued to enroll in Indian universities, even
during fluctuations in Indo-Nepal diplomatic relations.

o 1971 &, ¢ e yorrelt Arsrar (NESP) Y ¥3Te g8, Sy Aarer o1 Ruai
¥ g3l
- g, A9Te & BT AR fRafagmerdt # yaer ad W@, #el & ARd-A9Te
& TSI Fatl # 3AR-TeT AT

Cultural Capital and Higher Education
HiEHfas qait 3R 3= e

o Higher education leaves lasting memories and influences future life choices,
shaping South Asian cultural capital.

o This process requires nurturing and care, especially for foreign students.

o 3= faret g IS o ¥ 3 6w ¥ Shae & Rweal ) wsnfda = §, oraw

gfaror TR R fas gelt ool ¢
« g ihar @t 3T ARiEe T AT Fed €, A v O e s &
T

 Discrimination against foreign students creates a toxic educational environment,
devaluing the institution’s reputation.
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o Unequal treatment amounts to institutionalized ragging and promotes
misanthropy.

o fageft omEt & wfar Aesna Yarfore araraor F fAwera g1 § 3R TEAe fr
FeISST T FJhaTeT T &
v g AT HAgR FEARTT IR & FAA § 3R Aeraan & 9fer AhRIcA®
TieeHIoT &l Serar & 8

KIIT Incident and Indo-Nepal Relations
KT & gear 3R ARa-Aq1er qaer

e The KIIT incident, in which Nepali students were ordered to vacate the campus,
violates the Indo-Nepal Peace Treaty of 1950.

o Article 6 grants equal national treatment to the citizens of both countries.
o Article 7 provides reciprocal privileges for residence, property ownership,
trade, commerce, and movement between India and Nepal.

o KIT &Y ", f[Sas qrell D131 I HFad @Tell T T 31T T a4m a7, 1950 $r

HRA-AUTeT AT T T Seertel Il 2|
«  IHTTOE 6 AT &RMT & ARG I AT TR HTAFR T&TeT AT ¢
»  egeeg 7 faarw, wufa e, saaR, et ik et & forw smadt
fardrarfiran it 9ffe Fwar 3

e The incident could strain bilateral relations between India and Nepal.

o KIIT’s actions contradict the principles of the treaty, raising concerns about
fair treatment of Nepali students in India.

o UE UTHAl HRA-AIT & gfaqafir waul &I wenfad T Fehdl g
»  KIT &7 I Fen 6 & Rguidal & e §, Srad #Rd # At smEl &
ufa 3R saaeR ' dle iar 9¢ Fehar &1
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First CDS visit to Australia boosts
cooperation on ‘shared priorities’

GS Paper ll:
Th India-Australia

NEW DELHI

Chief of Defence Staff Gen-
eral Anil Chauhan’s visit to
Australia has advanced
cooperation on “shared
priorities and interopera-
bility, including in mari-
time domain awareness,
reciprocal  information
sharing, and deployments
from each other’s territo-
ries,” the Australian De-
fence Ministry said in a
statement on Thursday.
This is the first visit to
Australia by an Indian
Chief of Defence Staff
(CDS) and Gen. Chauhan
was hosted in Canberra by
Admiral David Johnston,
the Chief of the Defence
Force of Australia.
“Discussions focused on

Defence heads: Gen. Anil Chauhan with Adm. James Lybrand
during his visit to the Australian Defence College on Wednesday. PTI

practical ideas to realise
both nations’ long-term vi-
sion of a defence and se-
curity collaboration that
enhances collective
strength and contributes
to both countries’ securi-
ty,” the Australian state-

ment said.

India is a top-tier securi-
ty partner for Australia,
with both countries com-
mitted to working together
to promote a peaceful, sta-
ble and prosperous Indo-
Pacific region, the state-

ment said. The two coun-
tries have established a
strong tempo of exercises
and activities across mari-
time, land and air do-
mains, working through
the bilateral comprehen-
sive strategic partnership
and as trilateral and qua-
drilateral partners, it
added.

The visit underlines the
value of Australia’s defence
partnership with India,
Adm. Johnston said in the
statement. “We are com-
mitted to working closely
with our Indian partners to
enhance our interoperabil-
ity, strengthen people-to-
people links, and further
cooperation with key
partners to promote re-
gional stability and securi-
ty,” he said.

First CDS visit to Australia boosts cooperation on ‘shared

priorities’

AT AT Y ggell HETew AT ‘AT WA TARATIAT IR TSI Y

dorar &t &

Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) General Anil Chauhan's visit to Australia
has advanced cooperation on shared priorities and interoperability,
including in maritime domain awareness, reciprocal information
sharing, and deployments from each other’s territories, the Australian
Defence Ministry said in a statement on Thursday.

Y T&TT 3EAET (CDS) STeoller farer Tlgrer Y e forar amam & wrsm
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TRt 3R SATRIATAE T Fgaer i 3mer qgrn 8, st @l
SIS ST AT, TRETRE AT WIHAT HTT, IR Th-ga & &34t @ et
AT B, ITELTAATS T&T HATET A TAR HY Teh qATT A FTl

This is the first visit to Australia by an Indian CDS, and Gen. Chauhan was hosted in
Canberra by Admiral David Johnston, the Chief of the Defence Force of Australia.

I HRART CDS 1 ugell I ¢ 3w o 7, 3R seter glere &1 TanTd $hereawr 7
FireeforaTs Tat Fat & yope vsfare 3133 Sifavest qar fovar |
“Discussions focused on practical ideas to realize both nations’ long-term vision of a

defence and security collaboration that enhances collective strength and
contributes to both countries’ security,” the Australian statement said.

T T HET e, T 3T F&T TgAer it drdenifor e T THR Al & [T sarasie
et o a1, foraa angfes afdd i gerar el 3R el G2t & & & Jerere &1,
HTETAATE AT 7 gl I17|

India is a top-tier security partner for Australia, with both countries committed to

working together to promote a peaceful, stable, and prosperous Indo-Pacific region,
the statement said.

AR AEfrar & fow veh ofd-wadier geam smefier §, 3R alat ger enfaqet, Ruw sk
Ty 531-3ABF & 1 Terar & o T U A1y w1 el & faw wldeey ¢, sare &
chel 1T |

The two countries have established a strong tempo of exercises and activities across

maritime, land, and air domains, working through the bilateral comprehensive
strategic partnership and as trilateral and quadrilateral partners, it added.

alat &It =¥ W, o 3R ary ava 7 srerat iy arfafafta’ i Aeraa afa g Hr g,
3R 3 gfveir saraw wifas aEtedY 3k Paefir 7 Tqefsr aEiert & &9 & foe
P T IQ &, TIT H AT a7

The visit underlines the value of Australia’s defence partnership with India, Adm.
Johnston said in the statement.

Ig ITAT HTELTAAT Y R & WY 8T AHAGRT & Ageq ol g1 ¢, VSTATS SAleteed o
1T H gl
“We are committed to working closely with our Indian partners to enhance our

interoperability, strengthen people-to-people links, and further cooperation with
key partners to promote regional stability and security,” he said.

“GH Yt AR WIRAGRT & A1 Toelehedl & H1H Fat & [0l Iidacy ¢ difch §H 39eir
SEIATRTATAET Tg7 W, Al & v waer AsqE T 6, 3R T mefiart & arer wgr
T 3T a1 Feh A1fen &N Feaar 3tk e &1 sorar [ @sh,” 361 e
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Sudan files case against UAE at the ICJ over ‘complicity in
genocide

g3 o 0§ & fQaTe n$HS 7 AR # AT & Aan
gof foram

-Sudan has filed a case against the UAE arguing that the Gulf state is
complicit in genocide over its alleged support for Sudan’s
paramilitary Rapid Support Forces.

* P A $ & QTS ATAT 2R 67§, 7€ G & §U b WreY 27 iR & fAeismra ¢ gt
¢ Fifer ag Faret i 3o IS g wrfe o1 gAde T w1 B

s The International Court of Justice (ICJ)
Sudan files case against UAE at the  announced this case on Thursday.

ICJ over ‘complicity in genocide’ o IATSET AT (ICJ) & 37 ATHST Y
[GS Paper II: IR | EIYOTT IF4R 1 |

* Khartoum contends that the UAE is
complicit in the genocide of the Masalit
community in Sudan.

« QT &1 I ¢ o U8 goret 7 Awifeaa
HE & ATHER H ATHAA B

AFP

Sudan has filed a case against the UAE arguing that the Gulf state is
complicit in genocide over its alleged support for Sudan’s
paramilitary Rapid Support Forces, the International Court of
Justice announced on Thursday. Khartoum contends that the UAE is
complicit in the genocide of the Masalit community in Sudan. AFP
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Zelenskyy thanks Europe for
supporting Kyiv after U.S. rift

‘We are not alone; says the Ukrainian President; France promises to share military intelligence
with Ukraine after US. withdraws services; EU chief calls it a watershed moment for the continent
[GS Paper II: EU |

Agence France-Presse
BRUSSELS

olodymyr Zelen-
Vskyy thanked EU
leaders on Thurs-

day for standing by Uk-
raine’s side, as the bloc
held crisis talks on con-
fronting U.S. President Do-
nald Trump’s pivot away
from Kyiv and its transat-
lantic partners.

Thursday’s European
summit comes a week after
a White House blow-up
between Mr. Trump and
Mr. Zelenskyy led Washing-
ton to cut the military aid
and intelligence sharing
that has helped Kyiv fight
off Russia’s invasion. Sepa-
rately French Defence Mi-
nister Sebastien Lecornu

New friends: (from left)European Council President Antonio Costa,
Volodymyr Zelenskyy and Ursula von der Leyen in Brussels. AFP

vowed to provide military
intelligence to Ukraine.
“We are very thankful
that we are not alone. And
these are not just words,”
the Ukrainian President
said as the Brussels meet-

ing kicked off, standing
alongside EU chiefs Ursula
von der Leyen and Antonio
Costa.

Ms. Von der Leyen, who
has laid out a plan aimed at
mobilising €800 billion to

“re-arm Europe” faced
with the threat from Rus-
sia, called it “a watershed
moment” for the conti-
nent.

“Europe faces a clear
and present danger, and
therefore Europe has to be
able to protect itself,” the
European = Commission
chief told reporters.

“It’s also a watershed
moment for Ukraine,” she
said. “We have to put Uk-
raine in a position to pro-
tect itself and to push for a
lasting and just peace.”

The EU’s 27 nations are
expected to give a green
light on Thursday to the
commission’s defence
plans, based largely on
freeing states to spend
much more.

Zelenskyy thanks Europe for supporting Kyiv after U.S. rift
FAEHT A JANFT F T F 916 1T FT FAGAT FA F AT A

HI Y=gare fear

‘Volodymyr Zelenskyy thanked EU leaders on Thursday for standing
by Ukraine, as the bloc held crisis talks on confronting U.S. President
Donald Trump’s pivot away from Kyiv.

» AANFTAT AATH F TR FY $ AT F Toheot F WY WS EA & faw
tregare feam, Fifr Ui dw o AR Iegufa skares Su F fra A gl
Tl & HGE T ATATAHTelle arcl |
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* The European summit took place a week after a White House blow-up between Mr. Trump
and Mr. Zelenskyy, which led Washington to cut military aid and intelligence sharing with
Kyiv.

-wwmwmmgsﬂ,mwmﬁgqaﬁtaﬁwa;mﬁmgm
e ROt aTRieTes o $ra & A1y e weraar AR GREAT SeTwRY JIE Fe ag F |

* French Defence Minister Sebastien Lecornu vowed to provide military intelligence to
Ukraine.

* SBI & T&TT A AT Aplo] of ohot ! AT GRKAT FTAFRY S 7 AT foha|

* “We are very thankful that we are not alone,” Zelenskyy said at the Brussels meeting,
standing alongside EU chiefs Ursula von der Leyen and Antonio Costa.

- g g I § 6 g7 vt T . TR A e dow e, et 3§ woTw 3Yen aie X
e 3T v Fieer & @y @3 I

* Ursula von der Leyen has proposed a plan to mobilize €800 billion to "re-arm Europe"
against the Russian threat.

» SYAT &l 3T AT o TH WX oh WA "I F ToT: TAFA" A & TIT €800 IR ST Y
ISTAT FEIT T |

* She called it “a watershed moment” for the continent.

- 3551e1 38 AETEAIT & faw " va i ator Fa1

* “Europe faces a clear and present danger, and therefore must protect itself,” said von
der Leyen.

- "R T FIvE AR ATHITAT Gl HT AT 1 T 8, TAFAT 3 Ge Y 387 e g, afer 3¢
AT A FET|

» She also said, "It’'s a watershed moment for Ukraine. We have to put Ukraine in a
position to protect itself and push for a lasting and just peace."

« 3ogiel Ig 3T TGl " AT LoheT & foIT Ua T &7oT §1 &7 Lahet +Y 37rel) 18T w3t 3 FArft @
FATIHAT Aifer T Far hr Reurfer & T gem”

* The EU’s 27 nations are expected to approve the European Commission’s defence plans,
which focus on freeing states to spend more.

« & & 27 &1 JURT AT Y T&T DAY BT FHS &t T 3FAG X IE §, I Wse F few
GF FIA A TEAFAT G W higd 8

(GS Paper I11: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, 1S)
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1. Lost between the warp and weft of business and life
a3 Sfiael & de-a1 & @Y ge

2. CISF to recruit up to 20,000 personnel annually: D-G
CISF |TAT=IT 20,000 HTFAT Y o1t 3w Agagas

3. SC order on Forest Act ‘strong rebuke’ to Modi govt.:
Congress

g ITATAIH 9T SC F71 31T A WFR F AT 'F BehR':
CaoE:)

4.  Govt. launches Al Kosha, repository of data to build
models and tools

TIHR o TS FIRAT Al fhaT, 3 Al AR Tow F faw e
&T SR T
5. %1 lakh crore fund to stimulate private sector research
and development close to approval

1 AT FU3 FT 63 A &1 & egaerT AR Fww #
HicaTfed X & foT Hoplt & Fa

6. Medical wearables tech: an early warning system for
your health

AT T TF: ITIFH T & AT v YRIASF ddarar
YUTTelT
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Lost between the
warp and weft of
business and life

IGS Paper llI: Industries

For up to four decades. Maharashtras Solapuri chaddar saw high demand at home and overseas. Now. just 10%
of the producers remain. The rest have shifted to towel production. mostly with a cotton-synthetic mix of fibres.
Snehal Mutha delves into the complexities in the sector and factors contributing to the chaddar’s decline

n name, Akkalkot Road falls in an indus danger to our towels,” Shriniwas says, going
trial arca. But the 4- to 5km potholed QQ through old records covered in dust. He and ma
road, in Solapur district's Maharashtra In- ny manufacturers say Haryana producers label
dustrial Development Corporation, s de. | Weareable | their haddars Solape

serted. The factory units, spread across 216 hec- | 0 sustain Pentappa Gaddam, 65, a manufacturer and

tares of the industrial area, resemble homes with | ourselves president of the Solapur Zlla Yantramag Dharak

white runguh.v outside each gate. In the quietaf: | (o1 | Sangh (SOZIYA), an association that represents

ly sound is the khat-khat of power

the community’s needs to the government, says,

looms, bunm testimony to the stillrunning tex- | Decause “We complained to the government about the
tile industry in the area. our past duplication, but no one listened to us.” The asso-
Here, according to the Textile Development | generations | ciation last complained eight years ago via let-

Foundation (TDF), an association of manufactur- | built the ters, and has since stopped as the number of pro-
ers established in 1995 in Solapur, 600700 units | foundation. | ducers has come down.
operate with about 10 employees each, weaving | e own the

because our past generations built the founda-
tion. We own the land, so we don't take its value
into account while pricing products. If we do, we
will run into losses,” says Siddheshwar Gaddam,
61, the owner of a chaddar and towel factory.

His grandparents worked in mills like Jam Mill
and Laxmivishnu Mill that collapsed in the 1950s.
‘They purchased looms at a low price and started
small units, becoming self-employed and giving
employment to others. “From grey cloth, they
shifted to chaddar. Fifteen years ago, we started
making towels as it had an international market.”
Clients from abroad often asked for pure cotton
towels, he says.

Many have quit manufacturing the Solapur
chaddar. “When Prime Minister Narendra Modi
is saying ‘go local’, why is the government not
banning Chinese products?” Suraj says.

saymng ‘go local’, why 1s the government not
banning Chinese products?” Sursjsays.

On the factory floor
Gurubai i lost between the warp and the weft of
the loom as she carefully winds thread on a bob-
bin. “I don’t know how old I am; maybe 50, 1
came to Solapur when | got married and started
making chaddars. 1 was 15 then,” she says.

irt over her sari, so that the cot
ton dust doesn't stick to her body and clothes. “It
gets itchy,” she says. She earns 800 10 21,000 ev-
ery week for a 12-hour shift, and fears losing her
job because she knows no other work. Some
‘months, her s al

ills.

&

injection to deal with the pain.
Shridhar Gudheli, 48, a member of the labour
union associated with the Raj Thackeray-led Mah-
arashtra  Navnir-

man Sena, points
textilefor Solapuri chaddars. Many now alsopro- | "\ | Legacy looms QQ out that workers
duce towels. Chaddars are used in daily lfe for | (- "NE | Ina grey building in Siddheshwar Nagar don't have un-
everything from a floor spread for people tosit | JOMTKCtS | gy ) H iforms or safety
on toa blanket or bedcover. value into sits in his cramped office :urmundcd by piles of gear, characteristic
In his Solapur home, Govind Zanwar, 54, who | account g of informal work
produces bamboo towels now after switching ov- | while pricing pmducer. who owns 12 power luoms operating | ate. We reatised in India. He started
er from chaddar, says there are many reasons for | products.If | in two shifts. “We are just about surviving; forget | IMOVate. We realise as a worker, but
its decline. Besides a change in customer tastes, | wedo,we | bringing the next generation into the business. 1 | Onlywhenexternal — now fights for the
cheaper synthetic textiles flooding the market, | (o am working at a 5% margin in towels; earlier it | plavers from Haryana’s  rights of workers.
and the increased costof production, heascribes | 11 ¥ was 20%." He has had to shift from the Solapuri | Panipat captured our “The wages were
the downfall to the lack of inno- | MO 10sses jacquard chaddar 1o towels because “there is | chaddar market last increased in

vation in design. “Aesthetics mat- | SIDDHESHWAR hamly any demand for the chaddar anymore”. 2022.  Business

ter and the chaddar features loud | SADDAM he thana- | Educator and founder of the owners will tell

colours. There is scope for a re- | cwsirundiowel | bana (warp-wet) clattering together to form
vival, but it will be difficult,” he | fscoryinsolspur | cloth. Itis Tuesday, the day he pays weekly wages
before the day off on Wednesday.

and entered the production of
chaddar about 15 years ago. His
daughter and son, both looking

weavers. Many repeat a legend about people
from the community making a piece of cloth
from padma tantu (lotus fabric) for Lord Vishnu,

at careers as professionals in cor- who then christened them after it. In 1877, when
porate jobs, are conside Solapur's first mill ~ Sholapur Spinning & Weav-
tering the business after Zanwar's ing Company Limited — was established, the
pivot to bamboo towels. community migrated here from Karimnagar, Wa-

In 2005, the jacquard chaddar rangal, and Siddipet ~ now in Telangana. It

made from cotton yarn secure
the Geographical Indication (G

wasn't just about job opportunities, hm also to

escape the drought in those areas, he sa
tag, an Indian government certification that a “We are able t in our\«lvn lod.:y only
pum'ul.lr craft originated in an area. That year,
the Geographical Indications Journal, a govern-
ment document issued for GI tags, had listed at
least 15,000 handlooms and power looms oper-
ating in Solapur, employing over two lakh peo-
ple, all producing the Solapuri chaddar. In 2004,
the journal reported that exports amounted to
5002600 crore. The government does not have
current figures.

Shriniwas Bura, 59, a textile engineer, who
worked in a corporate office in Mumbai and re-
turned to Solapur to start Bravo Kids School to
train a generation to think inde
build a spirit of entrepreneurship, is
founder of TDF. He points out that chaddar pro-
duction started declining from 2000.

He blames both the government and manufac-
turers for the downfall. “The government ig-
nored the industry, while producers failed to in-
novate, We realised only when external players
from Haryana's Panipat captured our chaddar
‘market. Now ‘Made in China’ towels are posing a

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Textie Development Foundation  you the market is
tight, just to avoid
awage increase,” he says.

On their lunch break, a group of power loom
workers, all in their 30s and 40s, sit under a tree
and open their tiffin boxes. They are covered in
cotton dust. Nagesh Usapoyal, 43, a third-genera
tion chaddar maker, says, I rode a cycle yester-
day; 1am still riding a cycle today.”

He dusts off cotton threads from his torn
brown vest and folded pants. Usapoyal says he
earns 8,000 a month.

Laxman Kusma, 35, is at a managerial position
as he is a college graduate, but earns the same
amount as a weaver. His work is to manage the
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(Clockwise from left) A worker makes Solapur chaddors
ata factory in the Maharashtra Industrial Development

&

of the chaddor; a worker dries Solapur towels n a factory;
Pentappa Gaddam, president of SOZIVA. EMMANUAL YOG

weavers and look after the factory in the absence
of the owner. Sitting on his bike, Laxman says, *1
deliver milk in the morning for 2250 day
come to lhe e factory at 8 ncJeave o kT
the eveni

Work and wealth

‘The decline of the Solapur chaddar is also tied to
economic growth and rise in status of customers.
As incomes increase, people migrate from the
chaddar to branded bedsheets that arrive in plas-
tic dust jackets. Plastic mats have become the

“With the chaddar, washing is a problem, and
our product was perceised as a poor man's com-
modity,” says G
and Shriniwas’s brother. Today, there aren't ma
ny repeat chaddar buyers.

Manufacturers say Solapur lecem.-s central
water supply only once in five days, so it is diffi
cult for a water-intensive industry to run. Pnr Tkg
of yarn, 60 litres of water is needed. Currently,
producers use water from tankers. “Many shifted
10 recycled hosiery waste yarn as it is already
dyed, o1t doesn't require waer,” says Zamwar.

SOZIYA

water, s mmlh roads, drainage lines, a fire unit,
and low rates of interest on loans. District Indus-
tries Centre (DIC) officer Santosh Kolte says, “We
are aware of the water issue. The work of setting
up a new pipeline is in progress.” DIC's job s to
take care of Solapur's needs.

In his home-balcony office, Ashok Indapure, a

take care of Solapur's needs.

In his home-balcony office, Ashok Indapure, a
trader who commissions goods and sells them on
Amazon.in, says, “Solapur Government Poly-
technic College discontinued  textile-related
courses as there were few takers, given the out-
dated syllabus.” He feels if the Maharashtra State
Board of Technical Education sets up diploma
courses it may help.

A few mill owners blame politicians for ignor-
ing Solapur, a city of migrants with people who
speak Marathi, Telugu, and Kannada. There is al-
s0amix of Hindus and Muslims, preventing polit-
icians from creating religion- and caste-based
vote banks. One producer s Baramati had
(former Union Agriculture Minister) Sharad Pa-
war, who made sure the region developed. We
had (former Maharashtra Chief Minister) Sushil-
kumar Shinde, but he did not have the political
will to do anything.”

Solapur holds a geographically strategic posi-
tion as it is situated in the south-eastern part of
Maharashtra, bordering Karnataka, and a six-
hour road ride from Telangana.

The textile industry flourished in this area be-
cause of train connectivity. “But we needed
upgrade with airline connectivi s
was, adding that there has been an almort here
for 30 years, but it has been non-operational. The
closest international airports are Pune and Hyde-
rabad, both a five-hour drive away.

“Buyers from other countri id travelling
here as they have to take various modes of tran-
sport to reach here,” he says.

Innovation and diversification
Charwak Burgul, whose 2,200-square-foot unit
was started in 1987 by his father, says for any tex-
tile-based industry to survive generations, there
must at least be a 10% year-on-year growth, so
there is a cushion for the bad years.
u ‘mangins have dropped from 25% about 20
ago 10 10% now. To cut the cost of produc
non ‘manufacturers shifted from power looms to
shuttleless looms in 2010 or so. They give four
put of the power | dless
manpower, he say

Burgul runs a Py e fledged chaddar production
unit with 10 power looms and 20 rapiers. “This is
we to keep it alive somehow,” he
y le walking through rows of power looms
that can produce 10 chaddars a day, unlike the ra-
piers that can churn out double that number.

He claims Solapur is the only place in India
where everything from the doubling of yarn
(twi nd dyeing to winding (yarn
isferred to bobbins) and
warping (yarn transferred to beam) is done un-
der one roof. For the towel, the process is the
same, with the dyeing done after weaving. The
entire process takes 15 days. The most common
sizes are 48x90 inches, 54x90 inches, and 60x90
inches. Burgul has tried to innovate by creating
wall hangings, portraits, and bags, but he is un-
sure of where to find a market.

Youth and women in factory leadership are
uncommon. Amit Bura, 25, is one of the few who
has taken up his father’s trade, but he does not
see the Solapur chaddar as a profitable business.
“We are experimenting with other products. We
tried bottle-making but did not succeed. We are
exploring other ideas,” he says.
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Lost between the warp and weft of business and life

Waﬁtana?ra;ar#-mﬁmtrgu

For up to four decades, Maharashtra’s Solapuri chaddar saw high
demand at home and overseas. Now, just 10% of the producers
remain. The rest have shifted to towel production, mostly with a
cotton-synthetic mix of fibers.

Red TR gerst g%, AERTSE A Frergll Gre T ave] AR e et &
Y AT Y| 37T HhadT 10% IcqIgh a9 g1 arhr F T IcqreT fr v @
F o &, I 77ET w9 @ Furw-RAARE Frsor & aea §

e Akkalkot Road in Solapur's Maharashtra Industrial Development Corporation
(MIDC) is an industrial area but appears deserted. The 216-hectare area has factory
units resembling homes with rangolis outside the gates.

HITqY & AgRrsg Jteaifas e e (MIDC) # [Fua srwasie s e e
glel & STaole T fG@Ts ST &1 216 g &1 # hiear axt Y fewredt 8, foieteh amex
Taelt 5= g &1

e According to the Textile Development Foundation (TDF), an association of
manufacturers established in 1995, 600-700 units operate in Solapur, employing about
10 workers each. Many now also produce towels.

SFHETFS STATHE BISSU (TDF) & TR, St 1995 F AT 31T AT, HleTGX # 600-
700 SHISAT T T el &, ToleTd Uedsh & SIereqar 10 FAERY &1 578 T F3 319 aiferd oft
AT B

e Solapuri chaddars are used for multiple purposes—floor spreads, blankets, and
bedcovers.

Fremgdt =1eY S 3681 & T 3uar &1 el e—wet e, Faer 3R I5Faw & 7 |

e Govind Zanwar (54), a producer, shifted to bamboo towels due to declining demand.

He attributes the downfall to changing customer preferences, cheap synthetic
textiles, high production costs, and lack of design innovation.

MidE AT (54), Teh 3cUIeeh, = T F AT 1 3cdrest Y& T Fife AT ae W@ Y|
d 50 FIRTaT T HROT Tgah! I Tgad) T0g, T WAeF w7, 359 3cue anra 3
fBTsa sTaraR 1 HHT F AT §

e His children, aiming for corporate jobs, are now considering joining the family business
after the shift to bamboo towels.

3o e, Sl HARE AlHRAT 7 FRAT T T ATal1 601 | I, 39 a7 F difeat &
FRIER F ATTAT gl W IR T @ 2
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e In 2005, the jacquard chaddar made from cotton yarn received a Geographical
Indication (GI) tag, certifying it as a unique craft from Solapur.

2005 H, FYTH & T & Tt Sterars =me 1 sitanfas d@&a (GI) 2ot ffer, fGad 58 |emR
& fafdrse werl & §9 7 Agar e

e In 2004, 15,000 handlooms and power looms in Solapur employed over two lakh
people, producing Solapuri chaddars. Exports were valued at ¥500-¥600 crore.

2004 #, e & 15,000 F3HA 3R GTaRed HRRA I, ora# ar ar & 3t aor ik
& 3R el =e¥ 7 @ | AT F e T500-2600 FF AT

e Shriniwas Bura (59), a textile engineer, left his corporate job in Mumbai and started
Bravo Kids School in Solapur to promote entrepreneurial thinking. He also founded
TDF.

PAfaare 931 (59), U TFHETT SNAAT, 7 HeIs T 3TaA HIURE Al BISHT AT 7
STat fFgw Ter o FUIET #, fad segwrefierar it | 1 gerar ffel| @ TDF & &9
el

e He says chaddar production started declining in 2000, blaming both the
government and manufacturers for the downfall.

d Fgd § o 2000 & FTET 3cUTEsT PR &9, 3R 3@ fow IR 3R AsTanst gt s
SFAeR A £

e Haryana’s Panipat manufacturers captured the chaddar market, while Chinese
towels are now a new threat.

RO & greiad & AT o GEY IR W FesT X o1, Siafe 39 AT atfed v
oIS YeAlcl 51 1T §
e Pentappa Gaddam (65), a manufacturer and president of Solapur Zilla Yantramag

Dharak Sangh (SOZIYA), states that fake Solapur chaddars from Haryana are being
sold under the Solapur name.

YeoqT 753H (65), T faaATar 3T WarqR forar J9mr 4R @6 (SOZIYA) ¥ 37eqeT, Fgd
¢ T gRamon & srael FraTge =y WemgR A & &< S @ e

e SOZIYA complained to the government about duplication eight years ago but received
no response.

SOZIYA & TS HTel Ygd TR U gTCeranerat 1 Rihraet & oY, Afehet 1§ wiaforar agt
farelt|

e As producers declined, complaints stopped.

S-S 3cUTEe! T HEAT T, Rprrd ¢ & TS|

Legacy looms

QAT faRred & wa

e Inagrey building in Siddheshwar Nagar, Solapur city, Suraj (name changed), 53,
sits in his cramped office surrounded by piles of brightly coloured towels.
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fRERea AR, WIAT e AT Ueh AT FARC #, I (F&T §3T A1), 53 IV, 39+ BIE {
gFaR # Or-faar difoat & v ST a5 §

e Heis athird-generation producer who owns 12 power looms operating in two shifts.
g ofradt iy & faaTar €, S 12 9raw o & Ao €, i & Rt # =rerd |

o "We are just about surviving; forget bringing the next generation into the business. | am
working at a 5% margin in towels; earlier it was 20%."

"&H 99 fordll o Shifad &; 3Tl Nl Y 58 caaary & oIreTr o7t s H diferat 7 5%

mﬁawmwmg’;qﬁwzo% or|"

e He has had to shift from Solapuri jacquard chaddar to towels because "there is
barely any demand for the chaddar anymore".

3¢ WL SAFaTS e @ AT 7 deelr usT i " T AT Y AT T FATS 81
T
e Suraj’s voice is drowned in the noise of the thanabana (warp-weft) clattering together
to form cloth.
ST T ATATS ATATATAT (ATH-ATY) FY GeWTGE H & STl §, ST HusT el o |
e ltis Tuesday, the day he pays weekly wages before the day off on Wednesday.
Ig HITAR &, ST I8 WICATed ASTGL I Tl Il &, FiTeh JLUAR Y TR BT |
e Suraj belongs to the Padmashali community of weavers.
T TEFAATeN THE T 3T §, S Jefehl b1 HHETT &
e« Many repeat a legend about people from the community making a piece of cloth from
padma tantu (lotus fabric) for Lord Vishnu, who then christened them after it.
g olaT Ueh T ATET & Toh S8 FHATT & ollall of UeH d (FHE & IA) ¥ U T 11T

farsoy o fore semam o1, 3R 37gia 4l & HTUR I FHET Hi =1 fr|
e In 1877, when Solapur’s first mill — Sholapur Spinning & Weaving Company

Limited — was established, the community migrated here from Karimnagar, Warangal,
and Siddipet (now in Telangana).

1877 &, ST WS 1 Tgelt fAer — g Rafeiar vz Aifder Foeh fafdes warfidd gs, o
Ig AT FOAIR, arerer AR fRAgdide (3ra aefamen 7) & Fg1 3|

o "We are able to sustain ourselves today only because our past generations built the
foundation. We own the land, so we don’t take its value into account while pricing

products. If we do, we will run into losses,” says Siddheshwar Gaddam, 61, the
owner of a chaddar and towel factory.

"&H 37TST hdol SATAT feh § FAITh gANT Rael difeat A g | g7 s & AfoF §,
STV §H ST FIAT HY 3cTTGT T ATTT 7 7T FSA| 379K VAT Y, T g °1e & Tt
TGN, Fgd & Rgdeat 1834, 61, St AR 3R dtferar had & anfors £

e His grandparents worked in mills like Jam Mill and Laxmivishnu Mill that collapsed
in the 1950s.

3eTh aleT-aral stet frer 3R aaifasoy frer 7 7 e &, S 1950 & Fere 7 9 Y TS|

e They purchased looms at a low price and started small units, becoming self-
employed and giving employment to others.
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HI YSIR & A |

"From grey cloth, they shifted to chaddar. Fifteen years ago, we started making
towels as it had an international market."

"HIET F93 W, 35101 GG H Teolld [hAT| Ggg ATeT Gg o, g1 atferd s ScureeT g fahar
FIifh SHHT HARTSEIT SR AT|"
e Clients from abroad often asked for pure cotton towels.
faerel amgeh 3rera ey et alfarat S #ver e A
e Many have quit manufacturing the Solapur chaddar.
FS oIl o WiATYY ATET T Ieuree a6 H o |

e "When Prime Minister Narendra Modi is saying ‘go local’, why is the government not
banning Chinese products?" Suraj says.

"SI TETTHA A3E AEY FE @ & TR g, O SR A 3cure) 9T aiaeer w4y adt
T 2" TS B ¢ |

On the Factory Floor
HRAT & HF W

e Gurubai is lost between the warp and the weft of the loom as she carefully winds
thread on a bobbin.

Wwﬁ%aﬁ-mﬁ@égéﬁﬁ%agtmﬁqﬁmaﬁﬁwwmgl
e "l don’t know how old | am; maybe 50. | came to Solapur when | got married and started
making chaddars. | was 15 then," she says.

TE FE 6, " AT6T T 1o AT 397 fohctell §; Amg 501 # 2T 3 a1 WY 37 31 TeE

AT QE T | e« A 37 15 A"

e She wears a shirt over her sari so that the cotton dust doesn’t stick to her body and
clothes. "It gets itchy," she says.

a8 3T IS & FOR AE Ul & dAlieh Hell €l 3oTeh R 3N st X o Ko | ag wgeht
g, "8 Gorell g g1"

e She earns ¥800 to ¥1,000 every week for a 12-hour shift, and fears losing her job
because she knows no other work.

ag €800 ¥ Z1,000 Uiy HedTg HATAT & 12 6 & R 7, 31X 379 Alendy @it F AT g
Fifh 3¢ AIS 3R 1 ST 31T

e Some months, her salary just about pays her medical bills.
TS HENAT H, IeTeh! oIl shalel Seich fafehcaT @t i GRT T TIel &

e When her back aches, she takes an injection to deal with the pain.

ST 3oTehT N1 & AT &, dl I8 ST ol &c, gl o |
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Labour Conditions and Challenges

Hargdr #r Rufa 3k galfoat

Shridhar Gudheli, 48, a member of the labour union associated with the Maharashtra
Navnirman Sena, points out that workers don’t have uniforms or safety gear.

fAreR s, 48, S HERTSE AGfAHAT A1 @ 52 HfAF T & GerT &, T § % Hsiey]
o AT GfAhIa AT FI&TT 3UFIT 761 & |

"The wages were last increased in 2022. Business owners will tell you the market is
tight just to avoid a wage increase," he says.

g e 8, "HeIGY # T TR 2022 # Feiery 5 2Nl sqawrt el Iaa a0 8 59 &
T Fgd & b IR wfsaT 1"

On their lunch break, power loom workers sit under a tree, covered in cotton dust,
and open their tiffin boxes.

Qe & W & WHAY, U H & Aoy TF 95 & A1 95 8, el 4 & &b aId 8, 3N
319! fefthet Sierd @eld £

Nagesh Usapoyal, 43, a third-generation chaddar maker, says, "l rode a cycle
yesterday; | am still riding a cycle today."

AT 3T, 43, S ey Y & weex fAsTan €, Fed € "3 For Aefee Ters o, e
of g feher Tre TET 1"

He earns ¥8,000 a month.
Ig 8,000 iy AT FATT &1

Laxman Kusma, 35, despite being in a managerial position and a college graduate,
earns the same amount as a weaver.

TEHOT FHAT, 35, S JaItal U W & 3R FlsT TATTF ¢, T 3 A F FATT ddle ATl
gl

He delivers milk in the morning for ¥250 a day before starting his 8 AM to 7 PM
factory shift.

d¢ gae gy faald #3d & 250 9fa et & v, fh gae 8 99 @ O 7 9F a0 FRATA H
HTH L &

Work and Wealth
&1 3 Ty

The decline of the Solapur chaddar is linked to economic growth and the rise in the
status of customers.

HeTR TeE 1 FIRTae i geftr ik ameant &1 Rufa # g a 2 gs 2
As incomes increase, people shift from chaddars to branded bedsheets.

SHE-SR 37T Fglt €, oleT Fge’t § §i3s dsefie W aw A
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e Manufacturers say Solapur receives central water supply once in five days, making
it hard for a water-intensive industry.

FAATAT3T 7 FgetT § o WY A g% i et 3 v ar delrr st amqfed ferd €, oraa
STeT-TET IGANT Tl ool B STl o
e 1kg of yarn requires 60 litres of water.

1 frelt g & v 60 dfex arelt T 3aeasrdr g 1

e SOZIYA has been demanding civic facilities like water, smooth roads, drainage, fire
unit, and low-interest loans.

SOZIYA 9TelY, 3reefY Wseh, STt fAshrdY, 3rfTeaerdaa srs, 31X Fa-sa1er arel For oY
AT Flaensit v AT T W B

Innovation and Diversification

sTararR 3R fafaeisor

e Charwak Burgul says a textile business needs at least 10% year-on-year growth to
survive across generations.

ATaTe AT g § foh Teh husT IS h WIET &Y UIET TATT TWeT o ToIT el & A 10%

aif¥e ggftr & 3raegedr g g
e Margins have dropped from 25% (20 years ago) to 10% now.
ST 25% (20 |Tel 9gel) & TehT AT 10% gl AT ¢ |

e Manufacturers have shifted from power looms to shuttleless looms, which need less
manpower and give four times the output.

FAATAT3HT o aTa o[ & reerery o F R v &, S 1 41 3 TR 941 Feuree o £

e Amit Bura, 25, has joined his father’s trade but does not see chaddar-making as
profitable.

AT A, 25, 7 YT [T o SHTATT T 3UATAT § ol chel TGEI TAHATOT hl FATHETIS el
AT |

o "We tried bottle-making but did not succeed. We are exploring other ideas," he says.

dg $gd &, "wﬁmmaﬁrmﬂaﬁraﬁmwaﬁglmm%ﬁﬁaﬁraﬁmw
W el
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PICTURE OF THE WEEK
Birds of a feather

Pelicans and painted storks at the Indira Gandhi Zoological Park in Visakhapatnam. The birds' enclosure was completely damaged during Cyclone Hudhud in 2014. Since then,

they have been freely moving around the zoo. K.R. DEEPAK IGS Paper lll: Environment |
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CISF to recruit
up to 20,000
personnel
annually: D-G

GS Paper lll: Security
forces

CHENNAI

The Central Industrial Se-
curity Force is set to recruit

between 15000 and

20,000 personnel annual-
ly over the next few years,
to increase its capacity to
cover more facilities, Di-
rector-General Rajwinder
Singh Bhatti said in Chen-
nai on Thursday.

He further said CISF
cover for airports in Navi
Mumbai, Lengpui in Mizo-
ram, Jewar in Noida,
Thoothukudi in Tamil Na-
du, and Vijayawada in And-
hra Pradesh, among oth-
ers, were “under
consideration”.

Addressing the annual
press conference ahead of
the CISF’s Raising Day cele-
brations, Mr. Bhatti said
the force was expanding by
about 10% annually. While
the recruitment of around
14,000 personnel was
completed recently, re-
cruitment for 17,000 more
was under way.

Language issue
Meanwhile, senior officers
of the force said as per the
posting policy, 60% of the
personnel posted in air-
ports were drawn from the
Sector or State where the
facility was located, amid
concerns over language is-
sues faced by the public.
The officials also assured
that language balance in
this regard would be
improved.

The CISF's Southern
Sector covers five States —
Andhra Pradesh, Karnata-
ka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu and
Telangana, besides the Un-
ion territory of Puducher-
ry. At airports in the sector,
about 60% of personnel
would be from the same
State, they said.
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CISF to recruit up to 20,000 personnel annually: D-

G
CISF |TATAT 20,000 Haat #iY sredf w4m: Agraeers

The Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) will recruit
15,000 to 20,000 personnel annually over the next few
years to expand its coverage.

FA 3l gRaT oo (CISF) 3rera $o a§t # 15,000 &
20,000 HFaT Y Freamar ddt 3w arfer 3r9ar e F1 R_AFar
far a1 "+

. CISF Director-General Rajwinder Singh Bhatti announced this in
Chennai on Thursday.

CISF & #HgTaeers Toifdet fig $1edl o Jg Bvo IFaR i deet$ H F|

. New CISF airport coverage is under consideration for Navi Mumbai,
Lengpui (Mizoram), Jewar (Noida), Thoothukudi (Tamil Nadu), and
Vijayawada (Andhra Pradesh).

T gaTé 3rget Y CISF GRaT & o o7et Hs, argd (Aeive), S (vws),
eI (affrere) 3ik ferarsT (3 waen) w =R fear o a8

Recruitment Expansion

a1t &1 fRIEaR

. The force is growing by 10% annually.
ol 1 a1f¥er gefer a3 10% &
. Recently, 14,000 personnel were recruited, and recruitment for 17,000

more is in progress.

gTel &1 3 14,000 HFTT 1 o7l I £, 34X 17,000 3R AT Hr e7clt gfshar sy

gl
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Language Issue
31T Wareft FeET

e 60% of CISF personnel at airports are from the same state where the facility is located,
addressing language concerns.

gaTs 3788 W 60% CISF At 3 W=7 ¥ g & 8T gaTs 33T oud &, foraw simer |aef
AT ' g a1 57 T |

o CISF officials assured that language balance will be improved.
CISF 3R ¥ 3TeardeT fear fa stram Wegerer & GuR fomar S|

CISF Southern Sector Coverage
CISF &1 gfayoft &7 Fals

e The Southern Sector includes Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu,
Telangana, and Puducherry (Union Territory).

cfavolt &1 7 ATy W, Fettes, I, affiereg, deremen iR gl (Feenfla waen) anfier
gl

e 60% of CISF personnel at airports in the Southern Sector will be from the same state.

giayolt &9 & gars 3138t & 60% CISF H#t 33 s & g
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SC order on Forest Act ‘strong rebuke’ to Modi govt.:

Congress

g HTATAIH 9T SC F71 1T A WFR F AT 'Fl BehR':

SC order on Forest
Act ‘strong rebuke’ to
Modi govt.: Congress

IGS Paper lll: Environment

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Hailing the Supreme Court
order on pleas against the
Forest (Conservation)
Amendment Act, 2023, the
Congress on Thursday said
it was a “stinging rebuke”
to the Modi government’s
systematic efforts to dilute
the institutions as well as
regulatory systems for eco-
logical conservation in the
country.

Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh said, “The Forest
(Conservation) Amend-
ment Act, 2023, was
among the most draconian
laws introduced by the Un-
ion government. Ever

T

since it was introduced
and bulldozed through
Parliament, the Congress
and I have taken a consis-
tent stand against this law.
The Supreme Court on
March 4 upheld the land-
mark Supreme Court judg-
ment in T.N. Godavarman
Thirumulpad versus Union
of India in December 1996
which ruled that the defini-
tion of forests would be un-
derstood by its “broad and
all-encompassing” diction-
ary meaning”. It overturns
one of Modi’s govern-
ment’s “most deleterious
provisions” that restricts
definition of forest to noti-
fied or ‘recorded’ forests,
he added.

CapEs)

Supreme Court's order on pleas
against the Forest (Conservation)
Amendment Act, 2023 was
termed a “stinging rebuke” by the
Congress against the Modi
government's policies on
ecological conservation.

Tl FIE & e F @ (FATOT)
waee rfafags, 2023 ¥ Fere
SRR I3 W "FHI BehR" TS
gU FIAW A FH AW TER H
iRkEufas @ator Afadt & @are
R feam|

e Congress leader Jairam Ramesh called
the Forest (Conservation) Amendment Act,
2023 one of the most draconian laws
introduced by the Union government.

FTAH AdT TIUH AU 7 T (FIETT) FRATErT
FrfafagaT, 2023 FI Fg FEHER GERT =T AT
TIH FOR FAl A F T IAAT|

e He stated that since its introduction, Congress has consistently opposed the Act, calling
it bulldozed through Parliament.

3751t gl foh g&eh! MIfRITAT & STegarsll @ A & d1g A & FIAH NN SH Hiofel T
farer T W el
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Supreme Court’s Landmark Judgment

e FIE 1 e ot

On March 4, 2024, the Supreme Court upheld its December 1996 judgment in T.N.
Godavarman Thirumulpad vs. Union of India.

4 AT 2024 1 Goer FIE o RBFaT 1996 # faw 1w & wet. Meraterer Rzeerde a1 R
TIHR i o el T AR @

The ruling emphasized that the definition of forests must follow a broad and all-
encompassing dictionary meaning.

= ol 7 gl 13T ok =t 1 IRATIT T T sqTae 3R gATARft recanreiT 379 & 3R
W FHST ST=AT T

The order overturned a key provision in the Modi government’s law, which restricted
the definition of forests to only notified or recorded areas.

S 3MMCRT = AN THR & FIe[A T T Agca Yol URT FHF TR T 2T, AT =it
afRermT 1t JrfergfRre 3 gt &1 de AT e fear |
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Govt. launches Al Kosha, repository
of data to build models and tools

14000 GPUs have been commissioned for shared access and more of it will be added on a quarterly basis, says Ashwini
Vaishnaw; he also provided an update on the government-supported effort to create a homegrown foundational Al model

|GS Paper 1lI: S&T

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Union govern-
T ment on Thursday
launched Al Kosha,

a platform with datasets
that is being touted as a
home for non-personal da-
ta that will assist with deve-
loping artificial intelligence
models and tools. At
launch, the platform con-
tains 316 datasets, the bulk
of these being pro-
grammes to help in creat-
ing or validating language
translation tools for Indian
languages.

The IndiaAl Datasets
Platform is one of the se-
ven pillars of the IndiaAl
Mission, the Union govern-
ment’s main state-backed
Al effort. The Mission has
an outlay of 10,370 crore,
and last month the Centre
announced that under its
Compute Capacity pillar,
start-ups and academia
would be able to use
pooled access to graphics
processing units (GPUs),
which are needed to train
and run AI models. Other
than translation, the limit-
ed datasets include sub-
missions from Telangana’s
own open data initiative,
such as health data; 2011

New realms: Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw along with others during announcement of various
projects under IndiaAl Mission, in New Delhi. PTi

Census data; satellite imag-
ery captured by Indian sa-
tellites; meteorological and
pollution data; and so on.

More GPUs

Information  Technology
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
said while announcing the
Al Kosha platform that
14,000 GPUs had been
commissioned for shared
access, as against nearly
10,000 when announced
earlier this year. More
GPUs will be added on a

quarterly basis, Mr. Vaish-
naw said.

The Minister provided
an update on the govern-
ment-supported effort to
create a homegrown foun-
dational Al model, an aim
that has gained urgency
following the success of
DeepSeek, the Chinese
firm that was able to train
and launch such a model at
a fraction of the cost that
American firms such as
OpenAl and Google had to
spend. “Now, the team is

actually inundated with
how to evaluate these ap-
plications,” Mr. Vaishnaw
said, indicating a high level
of interest from start-ups to
build such a foundational
model for India.

Government datasets

This is not the first time the
Union government has
sought to aggregate public
data to nudge other enti-
ties to leverage it. The go-
vernment’s Open Gover-
nance Data  platform

(data.gov.in) currently
hosts over 12,000 datasets
provided by different go-
vernment agencies across
India. The government has
designated “Chief Data Of-
ficers” across Ministries
and departments, encou-
raging them to provide da-
tasets that can be used by
researchers, companies,
and other parts of the
government.

In 2018, the government
constituted a committee to
explore the possibility of
compelling firms to pro-
vide start-ups and govern-
ment access to non-perso-
nal data, such as traffic
data from ride-sharing
apps, to help new entrants
and assist government pol-
icy. The committee, led by
Infosys co-founder Kris Go-
palakrishnan, submitted
its report in 2020. Howev-
er, the proposals faced
pushback from the tech in-
dustry, as private players
were reluctant to share
their data with other par-
ties. The conversation
within the government
around non-personal data
from private firms took
place largely before the ad-
vent of large language mo-
dels (LLMs) such as
ChatGPT.

Govt. launches Al Kosha, repository of data to build models

and tools

IHR o TIHTS AT dAled a1, A Al 3R gow & v ser &

TSR ghem
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Union government launched Al Kosha on Thursday, a platform with
datasets designed to assist in developing artificial intelligence (Al) models
and tools.

$% FIHR F TEAR F UIHTE F1M dAfea o, Y FRF qeflraar (vas) Avser 3
Zod AT 3 7 gerar 3 & v 327 ¥ #1 v v B

e Atlaunch, 316 datasets were included, primarily focused on language translation
tools for Indian languages.

il & FHY, SHH 316 3T AT ATTAS &, ST AT T F HRART STI3HT & $T9T 317a1S
ol T AR AT FA A S B

IndiaAl Mission and Compute Capacity
gfear was freret 3R wecye ardan

e IndiaAl Datasets Platform is one of the seven pillars of the IndiaAl Mission, with an
outlay of 10,370 crore.

33T U3S e AT tATwiH S39T vand Aee & ara Tt H 9 v £, fSEed 10,370
FNS A AR &

e Under the Compute Capacity pillar, start-ups and academia can access shared
GPUs to train and run Al models.

HTYE &THAT TAH & dod, Feresrew 3R Rranfagt 1 vand Afser &1 gfAfErd 3 Fafad
A & foIT AT SR (GPU) T 39ATeT it h Fiaer fAelah |

e The limited datasets also include data from Telangana’s open data initiative, 2011
Census, Indian satellites’ images, meteorological, and pollution data.

WA 321 At A A & 3iuer se1 sfafrefed, 2011 Sererore, ST 39argt g@rr &
% ad, i 3R gguor 3eT A B

More GPUs for Al Development
w3ms A & fore arfere Sfidig
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Information Technology Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw announced that 14,000 GPUs
had been commissioned for shared access, up from 10,000 GPUs announced earlier
this year.

=T Wiy 7Y 3rfRasit deora & eivwoT i fok wET 39T & farw 14,000 Sy
Tdiehel fohT aTT 8, ST 58 Aol ST 3T & &S 10,000 Sy & 31feres €1

More GPUs will be added on a quarterly basis to enhance Al capabilities.

T3S &THAT3IT 1 ToTel & forv g¥ famd 3 arfre sy Sits S

Homegrown Foundational Al Model
Faeeft FereLe vInTs Alse

The government is supporting efforts to build a homegrown foundational Al model
after the success of China’s DeepSeek, which trained a model at a lower cost than
OpenAl and Google.

TR FI&A AT TS ATl [ A & TATHT T THAT X I &, AR et &
SI9HF (DeepSeek) I HBeldl & a1, fold= OpenAl 3R Google T Jefell # Fa AT H
Atser gfAfET e

Vaishnaw noted that the team is overwhelmed with applications from start-ups
interested in contributing to India’s foundational Al model.

deorg & ST o & Teresrew ¥ el amdewt i o wEar & suwa 8, S 0Ra & Heed
THTE ATSA H TSI all A ¢ |

Government Datasets

HIHRY 3T Je

This is not the first time the Union government has attempted to aggregate public
data for other entities to leverage.

I Ugll IR 8T § I g AIHN oF HTaslieieh 3T T ThiAd Hla I 9y fomar § arfer
3T GEATT SHFHT 3TAT I Toh |

The government’s Open Governance Data platform (data.gov.in) currently hosts over
12,000 datasets from various government agencies across India.

TSR & AT TTAH 3T TATHhIA (data.gov.in) T IdART & 12,000 & 3Hf0* Serde
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3ucrey g, St fafdeed aXaY ol ganr yere fve are g

Chief Data Officers have been designated across ministries and departments to
encourage data sharing for use by researchers, companies, and government
agencies.

FaTerat A faremmert 7 e Ser arftr gerd e arv € anfes atvereaiad, Fufaat sk
TEHRT TA AT GIRT ST T 3TN fohdm ST Foh |

Committee on Non-Personal Data Sharing

I-cafFaera 3er amn w« W afafa

In 2018, the government formed a committee to explore the possibility of compelling
firms to share non-personal data with start-ups and the government.

2018 H, THR o U FRATA 1S 1 arfer Fufaat a1 IR-safFaera 3er Ty 3k
TR & TTY TS Hla & TIT STET et ST GHTGAT* T ST hr ST Foh |

The committee was led by Infosys co-founder Kris Gopalakrishnan and submitted its
report in 2020.

58 AIATT &1 Aicjcd SeHIAT & W-HEUTIF e TMNTTergevrer o fham 3R sq@e1 2020 7
3194 RUIE oeqel |

The tech industry pushed back against the proposals as private players were
reluctant to share their data with others.

A1 3GART A 37 YEaTal 1 faver o, Frifer fsh saferar 39 Ser | w3 &
faw sfaeges o

Discussions on non-personal data sharing with private firms predated the rise of
large language models (LLMs) like ChatGPT.

st srufaat & ary R-caferaera 321 |1=im i W I 93 HINT Alsd (LLM) St
ChatGPT & 3= ¥ Tge g5 21|
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{1 lakh crore fund to stimulate private sector
research and development close to approval

|GS Paper IlI: Investment in R&T |

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

The government is close to
finalising an ambitious 1
lakh crore fund to stimu-
late private sector invest-
ment in core research and
development.

While there have been
schemes before to galvan-
ise research and develop-
ment, the unique attribute
of this scheme is that funds
— primarily in the form of
low-interest,  long-term
loans — will be available to
private companies to deve-
lop novel products and
new intellectual property.

These funds cannot be
used by universities or aca-
demic institutes but they
may be co-opted by a priv-
ate company towards de-
veloping technology, Ajay
Sood, Principal Scientific
Adviser, Government of In-
dia, told The Hindu in an
exclusive interaction. “You
could understand it as a

Ajay Sood says that a Cabinet note detailing the contours of the

scheme will be available very soon. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

sort of huge PLI (Produc-
tion Linked Incentive)
scheme for research and
development.”

Major weakness

A major weakness of In-
dia’s investment in re-
search and development,
experts have pointed out
since long, is that the share
of investment in R&D as a
percentage of GDP is less

than 1% (0.65) whereas
scientifically  advanced
countries spend between
1.5%-3%. In this, the private
sector investment in over-
all R&D spend has re-
mained 30%-36% in India
whereas countries such as
the U.S. and China see priv-
ate sector contribute 75%
and 77%, respectively.
First announced by Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala

Sitharaman in the interim
Budget in February 2024,
the government appor-
tioned a part of it —
320,000 crore — to the De-
partment of Science and
Technology (DST).

Dr. Sood said that a Ca-
binet note detailing the
contours of the scheme
and focus areas of technol-
ogy was being prepared
and “will be available very
soon.”

He said that while the
money was for now with
the DST, it was the newly
created Anusandhan Na-
tional Research Founda-
tion (ANRF) that would
likely be involved in admi-
nistering the fund.

“The loans will almost
be zero per cent interest,
essentially a huge PLI
scheme. This intent (to bol-
ster private sector R&D)
was never there earlier,”
Dr. Sood underlined.

He emphasised that the
loan could be used only if

the private sector compa-
ny (or a consortia) made a
compelling case that the
research would result in a
commercial product.

“Otherwise why would
industry do it? They are
taking a loan, not a grant,”
he averred. “This will not
be for blue-sky research.”
Tenures for the loan could
range from five to seven
years and proposals would
be evaluated by a profes-
sional body and not the
DST.

“Be it space, pharma-
ceuticals, auto, energy. We
are sector agnostic. There
are some broad areas but
they cover nearly every
area. However if it is a ser-
vice industry (like informa-
tion technology) they
won’t make the cut,” Dr.
Sood opined.

The ANRF aims to esta-
blish a ¥50,000-crore cor-
pus with ¥36,000 crore of
it coming in from non-go-
vernment sources.

%1 lakh crore fund to stimulate private sector research and
development close to approval

1 A FU3 F1 %3 Al &1 & regaere 3R Rewma # dcarfea
X & fow Aol & w0

The government is finalizing a ¥1 lakh crore fund to encourage private

sector investment in core research and development (R&D).

TFR 1 A F03 & B3 1 3ifae 77 & W@ 3 arfer s & & g
3R e (R&D) # 32T #) Wicagd a1 31 G|

e Unlike previous schemes, this initiative offers low-interest, long-term loans to private
companies to develop novel products and intellectual property.

RSl AeTa13T & AU, 3T Ugd & dgd FH e oF 3 Sewifas ®/or Yo Fo
SITEaY anfer AT eurel 3R stgfore et 1 fasr fram o @
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e Universities or academic institutes cannot use these funds directly, but they can
collaborate with private companies to develop technology.

freafeares a1 da1fre Gvume sa &3 1 e 39T FET X Ghd, dAfheT 9 i
Fafarat & A Ao dahstien [T fd T T 2

India’s Weak R&D Investment

R A sregaeTer AR fawra (R&D) # fovaer it FAaRt

o India’'s R&D investment as a percentage of GDP is only 0.65%, whereas
scientifically advanced countries spend between 1.5%-3%.

$RT & R&D fader SEdY 1 &A1 0.65% &, STafe oo 9 ¥ 3ot 327 3T W 1.5%-
3% @ FIA B

e Private sector investment in R&D in India is only 30%-36%, whereas in countries like
the U.S. and China, it is 75% and 77%, respectively.

AT H S & FT R&D # ARSI shdd 30%-36% g, STt AR 3R DT & I8 75%
IR 77% B

Budget Allocation and Implementation

d9ic 3Tded 3R FRTTagT

e Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman first announced the scheme in the February
2024 interim Budget, with ¥20,000 crore allocated to the Department of Science
and Technology (DST).

e 75 [Aerar daraAr 3 wadt 2024 F 3rale# ssre # 57 Jiorar Fr g Fr, Sae
20,000 U3 faaareT 3T Sle@ i fsmmer (DST) &t smafea fve v

e A Cabinet note is being prepared to outline the scheme's details and focus areas of
technology, which will be available soon.

Ffae AT SR Far 1 &1 € foras A= & Qe 3 aFdT a9 W eae FRa
T STwan, 3R I8 Seg &) STt g
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The fund will be administered by the Anusandhan National Research Foundation
(ANRF), which aims to establish a 50,000 crore corpus, with ¥36,000 crore from
non-government sources.

$H S T HeTeleT HTHETA TS HTHUTT BISSUA (ANRF) SR T ST, Torereht
3652 ¥50,000 FINT FT HIY T ¢, ToTdH & €36,000 FUF IX-FHRT At F 30|

Loan Terms and Sector Focus

FOT Y aret 3R woE &

Loans will have nearly zero interest rates, similar to a Production Linked Incentive
(PLI) scheme, but exclusively for R&D.

FOT T e SATS &I I 3TASH Fiel, ST 3cuTeet AT Hiewrger (PLI) Fsrelr T g
819, wifchet I8 f99Y &7 & R&D & forw ghem|

Private sector companies (or consortia) must demonstrate that their research will
result in a commercial product to be eligible for the loan.

faslY &vr i Fwafarat (ar aeggh) 1 g Afad FIET g9 o SoTehl JTHTT SATaaTTAF
3cute H gRafdd grem, i 3 5@ For & fore ar= ghan

The loan tenure will range from 5to 7 years, and proposals will be evaluated by a
professional body, not DST.

0T 1 37afer 5 @ 7 a¥ g1eft, 3R TEATal 1 Hedrhet DST T8t afed Tk A v garr
T SiTea |

The scheme is sector-agnostic, covering areas like space, pharmaceuticals,
automotive, and energy, but IT services will not be eligible.

g ArsteTr et fadrw &t Wffa 8t g1l 3ik swet sraRer, st Rewew, sifeAtasa
3 FAT A g9, ifcheT S Aarat Y swH anfAe w1t v smeem|
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Medical wearables tech: an early
warning system for your health

Whether a fimess enthusiast uses a smartwatch to track her daily activity or a diabetic patient utilises a continuous glucose monitor to check blood

glucose levels, these devices promise real-time data and valuable insights to help both patients and healthcare providers make informed decisions

GS Paper lll: S&T

Somita Pal

ver the past decade, patient

care has seen a paradigm shift,

with advancements in medical

wearables turning out to be a
powerful catalyst in the management of
chronic illnesses such as diabetes,
hypertension and cardiovascular
diseases.

These gadgets are no longer merely
lifestyle accessories but are increasingly
becoming essential tools that empower
individuals to monitor their health in
real-time and take a more proactive
approach to their healthcare
management.

Healthcare professionals say this tech
has helped elevate people’s awareness
about risk factors of lifestyle diseases like
heart disease and diabetes and has
changed their focus from reactive
healthcare approaches to more proactive
and preventive care.

“I'had a patient in her early 40s
sometime ago, who started using an
Apple Watch and noticed an unusual
heart rate,” says Nagesh Waghmare, a
cardiologist from Mumbai, adding that
though the patient was asymptomatic,
blood tests revealed that she was
pre-diabetic and had high lipid levels.
“She improved her diet and focused on
other lifestyle changes, including
exercise. Now, all her parameters are
normal. There are many examples like
hers where we have managed prevention
of the disease,” Dr. Waghmare says.

A seismic shift post pandemic

Medical wearables such as smartwatches,
fitness trackers, and biosensors are
electronic devices designed to be worn on
the body to monitor and manage various
health parameters: blood sugar levels,
heart rate, physical activity, sleep
patterns, and even blood oxygen levels.

Whether a fitness enthusiast uses a
smartwatch to track her daily activity or a
diabetic patient utilises a continuous
glucose monitor (CGM) to check blood
glucose levels, these devices promise
real-time data and valuable insights to
help both patients and healthcare
providers make informed decisions.

While CGMs are predominantly used
for diabetes management, other medical
wearables are making waves in cardiac
and respiratory health. Rahul Baxi, a
diabetologist in Mumbai, notes that the
United States Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) granted approval to
the Apple Watch to detect atrial
fibrillation, a serious heart condition.
“There have been numerous instances
where the Apple Watch has alerted
individuals about irregular heart rates,
allowing for early intervention and the
prevention of life-threatening
complications,” he says.

Wearables have also played a vital role
in monitoring respiratory health,
especially during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Devices that track respiratory rates,
oxygen saturation, and pulse rates have
become essential tools for patients with
chronic respiratory conditions such as
asthma or COPD (chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease).

The COVID-19 pandemic was a turning
point for the adoption of wearable
medical devices. “There is a clear
distinction pre- and post-COVID-19. After
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the pandemic, the wearable medical
market has exploded. People are now
more aware of the importance of
monitoring their vitals,” Dr. Waghmare
explains.

During the pandemic, devices such as
pulse oximeters became household
essentials and the trend has only
accelerated since then. “Today, people in
their 40s and 50s are increasingly using
Fitbits, Apple Watches, and other devices
to monitor their heart rate and blood
pressure, helping them stay more
informed about their health,” he adds.

Empowering patients

The visual feedback that devices offer
often serves as a wake-up call,
encouraging healthier lifestyle choices,
say healthcare experts.

“CGMs have helped patients see how
their sugar spikes after eating certain
foods, and it motivates them to make
changes,” says Dr. Baxi. For instance, a
patient might notice that their sugar levels
rise more after eating idli compared to
sprouts, prompting them to choose
healthier alternatives. “This real-time data
makes a far greater impact than just
telling someone to avoid certain foods,”
he adds. “It empowers them to take
control of their health. We are seeing
patients who are tracking their sleep
quality, physical activity, and stress levels
and are taking proactive steps towards
maintaining long-term health.”

This constant data flow is crucial for
the early detection of health issues. For
instance, patients with cardiovascular
conditions can receive immediate alerts if
irregular heart rhythms are detected,
allowing for timely interventions before
complications arise.

“Wearables have shifted the focus from
reactive treatment to proactive
prevention, enabling individuals to
monitor their health continuously and

ee

With CGMs, I can monitor my patient’s
condition from anywhere in the world
and make real-time adjustments to
their insulin dosage.

seek medical attention before major
issues arise,” says Rushikesh Patil, a
cardiologist in Mumbai.

Better patient-doctor interaction
Medical wearables are also enhancing the
interaction between patients and doctors,
particularly in the realm of tele-health. By
integrating data from wearables,
tele-health platforms provide healthcare
providers with a comprehensive view of a
patient’s health before consultations. This
allows for more accurate diagnoses and
the development of personalised
treatment plans.

Remote patient monitoring has been
significantly improved by wearable
devices such as CGMs, which allow
healthcare providers to monitor patients
from afar and make real-time adjustments
to treatment plans.

Dr. Baxi, for instance, has used CGMs
to track his patients’ blood sugar levels
remotely. “With CGMs, I can monitor my
patient’s condition from anywhere in the
world and make real-time adjustments to
their insulin dosage,” he says. This level of
monitoring was not possible before the
advent of wearables, making healthcare
more accessible and convenient for the
patient.

Dr. Waghmare says wearables have
improved the compliance rate to
treatment as, traditionally, patients would
return for a check-up every few months,
leaving long gaps between consultations.

“Previously, we relied on infrequent visits
to adjust medication dosages based on
blood pressure and heart rate. But now,
with wearables, we can monitor these
vitals continuously and adjust treatment
plans much more effectively,” he says.

This real-time data helps doctors
optimise medication dosages, ensuring
patients receive the best care for their
recovery and for the improvement of
their long-term survival. “We can
confidently adjust the dose of medicines
based on real-time heart rate or blood
pressure data, which was not possible
before these devices,” he notes.

Future of health monitoring

The future of medical wearable
technology looks even more promising,
with researchers developing innovative
health-monitoring tools that will
seamlessly integrate into daily life. Smart
textiles, for example, are being developed
to embed sensors directly into clothing.
These smart fabrics could track heart
rates, respiratory rates, and even glucose
levels, offering non-invasive health
monitoring in real time.

Non-invasive glucose monitoring is
another exciting area of research.
Scientists are exploring methods to
measure glucose levels through biofluids
such as sweat, saliva, or tears, potentially
eliminating the need for devices that
puncture the skin. As these technologies
continue to evolve, wearable devices will
become even more integrated into
everyday life, offering seamless and
non-invasive health monitoring for all
users.

Affordability, a concern

Despite the numerous benefits of medical
wearables, affordability remains a
significant barrier, especially in countries
like India. Devices like CGMs can be
expensive, with the cost of sensors adding
up over time. Gaurish Kenkre, general
manager and physiotherapist, Atharv
Ability, Mumbai, acknowledges that only
a small percentage of his patients can
afford CGMs and other medical
wearables, primarily due to their high
costs.

“In India, a CGM sensor costs around
35,000 for two weeks, which means
patients spend roughly 10,000 a month.
That is not affordable for everyone,” Dr.
Baxi acknowledges.

However, he emphasises that even
short-term use of these medical wearables
can provide valuable insights. “For
example, even using a CGM for a few
weeks can help patients understand how
their diet, exercise, and medications
affect their blood sugar levels,” he says.
This information can then be used to
make long-term lifestyle changes,
improving overall health outcomes.

Dr. Patil says there is also another issue
to consider: there are many false positives
and false negatives. “Individuals should
not panic due to the results: they must
consult their doctor,” he says.

As technology continues to evolve,
medical wearables are set to play an
increasingly vital role in healthcare, not
just for diabetes management but across
various medical fields.

(Somita Pal is a journalist with nearly
two decades of experience covering
healthcare in Mumbai. She covers a range
of topics, focusing on health, social issues,
and civic news. somitapal@gmail.com)
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Whether a fitness enthusiast uses a smartwatch to track daily activity
or a diabetic patient uses a continuous glucose monitor (CGM), these
devices provide real-time data for better healthcare decisions.

e F1E eaw 9 39 TAcarT ¥ s AR A dF N T FE
AYAT W R To@rer AlfAeT (CGM) FT 3TANT F, A 3THIT RIA-5H
3T YT Y ¢ [orad dga¥ Fareey vy fore o g+ 1

Medical Wearables in Chronic Disease Management
s NAIRET & gaud # AT FRged

e Over the past decade, medical wearables have significantly transformed patient care,
especially for diabetes, hypertension, and cardiovascular diseases.

o g aut A, AT Faew A Wit Swenmer 7 Agcayol sgora fu §, @ ay#g,

39 &d99 3R ggF Wit & fov

e These devices are no longer just lifestyle accessories but have become essential
health monitoring tools for individuals.

Y 3UHOT 3 halol SHaeritell ¥ F3 U 81 &, e Fareey fxarmed & v sraeas
3YHIOT Sl Tob & |

e Healthcare professionals believe that these devices have shifted the focus from
reactive healthcare to preventive and proactive care.

Ty fAAwHAT 7 AT & 6 37 39heoit o wfafharcas @sirer & faanes ik afya
TATELY S@HTS T 3T &A1 Higa fFar g

Real-life Case Study
arEdias Siiael &1 3STEI0T
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Dr. Nagesh Waghmare, a cardiologist from Mumbai, shared a case of a woman in
her early 40s who used an Apple Watch and detected an unusual heart rate.

Ha$ & geg ot FAAws sF. Areher araAR o Ueh 40 asty Ay i1 A @ fhar, Sae
Toqe T T 3R 5T 3R AT g afa a1

Despite being asymptomatic, her blood tests revealed pre-diabetes and high lipid
levels.

FYS TRIOT A G & AL, o7 o waron F s-safadsr 3k 3=a fafs wax are o)

By making diet and lifestyle changes, she returned to normal health parameters.

3MER IR Saerdtell 7 YUR FaA & 91, ST Fareed feufay g g1 a15 |

Impact of the COVID-19 Pandemic
HITA3-19 AGTHANT T IHT

The pandemic accelerated the adoption of medical wearables like smartwatches,
fitness trackers, and biosensors.

FETARY o ARFT RAMTew JA TAEaTrT, heaw ¢t 3 TET & 3uaher o i &
Sor|

These devices monitor blood sugar levels, heart rate, sleep patterns, and oxygen
levels.

¥ YT T& A FY, TG 1A, #Aig ¥ qoraar 3R sitFee T i At #:1d 8

Dr. Rahul Baxi, a diabetologist from Mumbai, highlighted that the Apple Watch
received FDA approval to detect atrial fibrillation, a serious heart condition.

He§ & AYAT AT 51, Tger S ¥ A7 o Touer ar hT HARAT FDA H Fod el
g difsh ag vieae wrsfadere (3T g THTAT) FT 9dT o9 Toh |

Many users have received early warnings about irregular heart rates, preventing life-
threatening complications.

FS IYAIHAr3T & AfAARAT geg afq FH yrRAF Aamaa Fel, 5o SArererar gaTAT3IT
I UehT ST TR T |
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Wearables for Respiratory Health

g TARLY & AT Raed

Wearables played a crucial role in monitoring respiratory health during COVID-19,
tracking oxygen saturation, pulse rate, and respiratory rate.

FIS-19 & NI Fraew & aweT Fareey &Y RN & Ageaqor sfaw e, forad
3iferdster Wejfee, ATEY & 3R eawe aX 1 & foham aram|

Pulse oximeters became household essentials during the pandemic and their usage
continues to grow.

Tod T FETARY & ST 8T 8X & ATaRAd IYHIT a7 a0 3R SApT 3UANeT 379 off
SR &

People in their 40s and 50s are increasingly using Fitbits, Apple Watches, and other
devices to track heart rate and blood pressure.

40 31X 50 Y 37 F AT 379 efae, voger ara 3 31T ITFIVN F7 39T 1 g8 afa
3R TFTET Y AIRE W R

Empowering Patients

QAT Fr gererd g1

Wearable devices provide visual feedback, acting as a wake-up call for users to
adopt a healthier lifestyle.

R BaEy 3uAeeRartt S ved afafFar uere axa &, 5ad 3 Tavy haadsh
39T & T aRa ga &

Dr. Rahul Baxi explains that Continuous Glucose Monitors (CGMSs) help patients see
how their blood sugar spikes after eating certain foods, motivating them to change
their diet.

1. g FFH 9T ¢ o e aeprer Aifaex (CGM) AT &1 78 2T+ & Fiee aT &
% Fo @I Terdl & a1e TFd AT FH 9341 ¢, 'T6d d HER F&elat o T IR 81 &
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e Real-time data helps individuals take control of their health, improving their sleep,
physical activity, and stress levels.

RIae-er3a 321 TPl FI 39 TIRELT G fAI=01 Tt & A AT &, oad 36 e,
i arfafafer sik qare T A guR AT €

Early Detection of Health Issues

FATELT GHEAT3AT ST IRIAS IdT T9m=T

e Wearables detect irregular heart rhythms, allowing cardiovascular patients to
receive early alerts and timely interventions.

aew AAafaa gew afa &1 yar a9 §, 599 gew At = R Adamas Fad
£ 3 3 99T W 3R R 6 B

o Dr. Rushikesh Patil, a cardiologist from Mumbai, says wearables shift the focus from
reactive treatment to proactive prevention.

Ha$ & 7aT (o7 Fadrwa st sRder wifee el € o faaeew & Rifshear &1 wa=
wfafFarens 3Tar & 9fFT AFume f1 3R AT

Better Patient-Doctor Interaction

e Wearables enhance tele-health, allowing doctors to monitor patients remotely and
provide personalized treatment plans.

fRaew Teft-goy & gur #3a ¥, orad sfarex g7 @ &1 At Y farredt e wehct € 31
ST 3TAR FISTATE et T Hehel © |

e CGMs enable doctors to remotely track blood sugar levels and adjust insulin doses
in real time.

CGM SiereT shT Tael AT T Y GIFY T { & et 3IR YT GO 1 areafas
wHY & FARNSE F H gl gar g
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o Dr. Nagesh Waghmare notes that wearables improve treatment compliance, as
patients no longer need to wait months for check-ups.

ST, AT ATIAR T & o faeew 3R srequrers & UR X §, Fifs wlst o
YFHIT F AT ADAT AR FI Y SRT AGT gl

e Real-time data allows doctors to adjust medication doses based on heart rate and
blood pressure, ensuring better treatment outcomes.

Rrer-erger 3e7 sl &1 g a1fey 3R Tareany & 3TUR W gar f g F aArfad
FXot 1 giawr & ¢, forad dger swar aRom ffed ¢

Future of Health Monitoring

FATELY AT F1 HiasT

e Researchers are developing smart textiles with embedded sensors to track heart
rate, respiratory rate, and glucose levels.

eeralt TATE 9 faohflid X 1@ 8 ST HaX ot giat it g a1y, 2wt &% 3R serer
T BT b X Gohdl |

 Non-invasive glucose monitoring is a growing field, aiming to measure blood sugar
levels through sweat, saliva, or tears, eliminating the need for skin puncture.

A-3ATshTH TR FAIRIAY Ueh 3T E3HT &1 §, Toraen ofesr aefiat, o am 3t &
ATETH F ToFd AR TAT ATYAT &, ST a1 &Y Aeat Y raeqhdr AT @Y SITeait|

Affordability Concerns

HEA! 3Tt S et

o Despite the benefits, medical wearables remain expensive, making them
unaffordable for many patients in India.

el & aras]e, Afdwa aew 78 §, Gwd sRa # #3 At & o a7 frerae @
gl
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e A CGM sensor costs 5,000 for two weeks, meaning patients spend ¥10,000 per
month, which is not affordable for everyone.

CGM ¥ET &Y AT &Y Foag & farw 5,000 g, T AT 6 78 # 10,000 @ F:3
gsa &, S &X [ & forw warg o181 21

o Dr. Baxi suggests that even short-term use of CGMs can provide valuable insights,
helping patients make lasting lifestyle changes.

ST, q&FHY &7 AT § T Ireuarifora AT 8 A YT SAFRY Tele Y Hehell &, forad
AT S AT aF SAgaritell F FUR T T ¢

o False positives and negatives can occur, so patients should consult their doctors
before making health decisions.

AT TPRIcHAS 3R ARRIcAF IROMHA g Tohd g, 3ATT AT 1 Fareey Aok aa @
Ugel T STeeT & WAL FIT AR

e Astechnology evolves, medical wearables will expand beyond diabetes
management, benefiting various medical fields.

S-S aelte A geft, Aftwe Reew ayde yaus & 3w g Rffe
Rfrear &t 7 sgaeh i

Empowering Patients

QAT Fr gereFrd I

e Wearable devices provide visual feedback, acting as a wake-up call for users to
adopt a healthier lifestyle.

RayTe BaEy 3uAeeRartt S ved 9fafFar uere axa &, 5ad 3 Tavy shaadsh
39T & foT aRa ga &

e Dr. Rahul Baxi explains that Continuous Glucose Monitors (CGMs) help patients see
how their blood sugar spikes after eating certain foods, motivating them to change
their diet.

1. g FFH 9T ¢ o e seprer Aifaet (CGM) AT &1 78 2+ & Fiee T &
% F& @I erdl & 91e TFd AT FH 9341 ¢, 70 d HER F&elat o T IR 81 &
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o Real-time data helps individuals take control of their health, improving their sleep,
physical activity, and stress levels.

Rger-ersa 31 AfFadl af 39 TaRey WX fAI=0r 3@ 7 A ar g, foad 39 i,
iR arfafafer sit aeme ¥ & guR AT €

Early Detection of Health Issues

FATELT GAEAT3HT T YRIAF TdT ST97TAT

e Wearables detect irregular heart rhythms, allowing cardiovascular patients to
receive early alerts and timely interventions.

Aaew AAAAT 2T 1Y 71 9a1 9 &, S9D 22T QAT 1 IRfAF Sara=d Ferdr
& 3R I 9T W IYAR N Thd ¢

o Dr. Rushikesh Patil, a cardiologist from Mumbai, says wearables shift the focus from
reactive treatment to proactive prevention.

HaE % gag Ao v ST, $hF miee Fed & & amaew o Rfscar a7 cae
FfAfhaTcH® I9aR O AfFT UHyH HT AR ATl

Better Patient-Doctor Interaction

e Wearables enhance tele-health, allowing doctors to monitor patients remotely and
provide personalized treatment plans.

foraew doh-toy # guR w3 €, FOad siet g @ 1 Afrat i fawreht o |t § 31K
SfFTITd 3YAR ASTATE YT T Thd &

e CGMs enable doctors to remotely track blood sugar levels and adjust insulin doses
in real time.

CGM SiereXT ohY Toel AT T Y GIFY T { o Flat 3IR YA GO 1 areafas
AT A AT FIA T Grawm e gl
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o Dr. Nagesh Waghmare notes that wearables improve treatment compliance, as
patients no longer need to wait months for check-ups.

ST, AT ATIAR AT & [ FaTed ITAR IquTeler 3 GUR FI 8, Fi1eh AL T
AFIHT F AT AT STaR T Y T 781 gl

e Real-time data allows doctors to adjust medication doses based on heart rate and
blood pressure, ensuring better treatment outcomes.

Rerer-ersar 37 STarexl &t ge a1fer 3R Ty & YR W gar i FIF H AT
FaA T GiauT o &, f5ed dgaw 39ar aRoms @erd €

Future of Health Monitoring

ey AR #1 HiasT

e Researchers are developing smart textiles with embedded sensors to track heart
rate, respiratory rate, and glucose levels.

eitradt FATE 9 A AT Y @ § [T Ha oar g 5t ga a1faY, @awet & 3} ae@ier
FAX T ¢oh Y Gohel |

 Non-invasive glucose monitoring is a growing field, aiming to measure blood sugar
levels through sweat, saliva, or tears, eliminating the need for skin puncture.

A-HThTEH TPt TAIRIAY Teh ST 31 &1 &, TSrerehr wrey aellay, o am 3t &
ATETH U I&Fd AR TAX ATYAT &, T0T 41 &' A Y TT2IFHdT GATCT @ ST |

Affordability Concerns

FEAT STTSIAT HT el

o Despite the benefits, medical wearables remain expensive, making them
unaffordable for many patients in India.

oHl & aTaelg, AT Aataew A §, 0w oRa & F§ A & fre 77 Rrwrre @
gl
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e A CGM sensor costs 5,000 for two weeks, meaning patients spend ¥10,000 per
month, which is not affordable for everyone.

CGM T i AT &) Feae & v 5,000 g, 5@d Afat 1 #dsr # 10,000 @< F&F
usa ¥, 5 &< el & fore werg T &1

o Dr. Baxi suggests that even short-term use of CGMs can provide valuable insights,
helping patients make lasting lifestyle changes.

ST, 99 HY T AT § T Ireuahiforas TR 8 AT SATAFNRY TeTe Y Hehell &, Ty
AU o GAT qF SHaerdtell 7 FUR H Tl &

e [False positives and negatives can occur, so patients should consult their doctors
before making health decisions.

AT TPRIcHS 3R ARRICAF TROMH g Tohd £, 3ATT AT+ Tareey Avir aa @
g T ST A RIS FHIAT AT

e Astechnology evolves, medical wearables will expand beyond diabetes
management, benefiting various medical fields.

S-S dwete A grelt, AR Raew A vaus & 3me qea Rfder
Rrfrcar &t 7 gl gh
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Students wearing Michael Jackson masks at an
awareness rally on vitiligo in Chennai. FILE PHOTO

Harnessing gut
microbiome to

halt vitiligo
!GS Pager 1l: S&T

The current decade will probably be
known as the decade of the gut, given the
incredible number of significant
biological connections we are making
between the gut and human well being.
However, this is not about the gut per se;
this is about the role of gut-friendly
bacteria in the process of
re-pigmentation, particularly in persons
with vitiligo.

Vitiligo is a chronic auto immune
disorder where the body’s defence system
begins to attack the pigment-producing
cells and causes de-pigmented white
patches on the skin. While usually the
condition can be only cosmetic, these
patches on the skin can be stigmatising
for the patient, particularly if they are
present on the face or arms, and thus
obvious to others. New research from
Northwestern University from a
pre-clinical trial in mice has shown that
a natural compound derived from
gut-friendly bacteria significantly slows
down the progression of vitiligo and may
restore pigmentation. The findings, if
substantiated through rigorous double
blind random control clinical trials, could
offer hope to millions affected by the
autoimmune disease.

It is estimated that vitiligo affects 0.5%
to 2% of the global population and is
linked to other health challenges,
including for some persons, higher risks
of cardiovascular disease, psychological
distress, and endocrine disorders. The
prevalence of vitiligo in India has been
invariably reported between 0.25% and
4% of dermatology outpatients across
studies from India, and up to 8.8% in
Gujarat and Rajasthan, as per a paper in
the Indian Dermatology Online Journal.
Studies and observations have recorded
an erosion of self confidence among those
with vitiligo, resulting in an impact on the
mental health of the individual.

Vitiligo affects 0.5% to 2% of the
global population and is linked to
other issues, including higher
risks of cardiovascular disease,
psychological distress, and
endocrine disorders

“The results in our model were
astonishing,” says I. Caroline Le Poole,
professor of dermatology and
microbiology-immunology at
Northwestern University Feinberg School
of Medicine. “We found that
administering a microbial compound
weekly to vitiligo-prone mice significantly
suppressed disease progression. It made a
spectacular difference in an aggressive
model of the disease.” The results of the
study were recently published in the
Journal of Investigative Dermatology.

“We are trying to understand the
pigment cell and how it works. Vitiligo
patches can be a big deal for patients,
particularly during adolescence and
youth,” Dr. Le Poole explains in a video
call. While acknowledging the renewed
global interest in what microbiomes can
do for health, she adds that she was
interested first in the effect of the gut
microbiome on antibody-mediated auto
immune disease, here in the development
of vitiligo patches.

Dr. Le Poole and her colleagues
administered a microbial product weekly
to vitiligo-prone mice over an 18-week
period. By the end, pigment loss on the
mice’s backs was reduced by 74%. The
product reduced killer T cells that attack
the skin’s pigment and increased
protective regulatory T cells, which are
typically scarce in vitiligo patients. “This
simple microbial compound could work
as a standalone therapy or in synergy
with existing treatments,” Dr. Le Poole
says.

However, she adds that it is necessary
to intervene as early as possible and that
the effects might not be as dramatic or
efficient in advanced disease. There are
typically two peaks in persons with
vitiligo — in adolescence, and then, again,
during the 40s and 50s.

(ramya.kannan@thehindu.co.in)
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Harnessing Gut Microbiome to Halt Vitiligo

I ATSHIGTAH BT 3TN HIP [Afefen S Qe

The current decade is being recognized as the “decade of the gut”
due to growing research linking gut health to overall well-being.

TAHAT GAF 1 "I FT GAF" FgT AT @7 §, Fi T el F FIELT 30T Fqor
FeT0T & I Mg FY 97T AT |

e This research focuses on the role of gut-friendly bacteria in re-pigmentation for
individuals with vitiligo.

Ig iTer are-Shselt SR 1 §-Remites 7 gffe | FR §, e _ftfoat 8 afta
il & ferv|

Understanding Vitiligo
fafefara & A

e Vitiligo is a chronic autoimmune disorder where the body’s defense system attacks
pigment-producing cells, causing white patches on the skin.

R ve ddefaes sitesrgsT Rer &, S i it wfawer yormel o qame arelr
FIRAFI3T I FHAT FIaAT &, TGN o= 9T q¥hg e a7 ST B

e Though it is mostly a cosmetic condition, it can be socially stigmatizing, especially
when patches appear on the face and arms.

glelif U AT T W 0 Higd Hath §aEam §, oifthed o9 agR iR graf W usd s &
Ig WHATTSE TT ¥ FeldhhRT g1 TohdT &

New Research on Gut Bacteria and Vitiligo

e dFORET 3T R 93 7= ater

e A preclinical trial at Northwestern University found that a natural compound from
gut-friendly bacteria can slow down vitiligo progression and restore pigmentation.

Ardaves Ifaafddr & fre arv f-Frafase weror 7 grar 2 i are-feeh dvdfar @
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yTed v i fas difae Rt # yarfa 7 eier w1 a@ar § ik Rt #t qge w1
Hehell ¢

o If validated through rigorous clinical trials, this discovery could offer hope to
millions affected by vitiligo.

Ife; I8 Fafade qiieon & ¥he W1 &, aF Ig Wier ar@l fafefoat gsnfaa et & e
3T Y FRT 97 Gehal B

Prevalence of Vitiligo

fafefaa & sargewar

o Vitiligo affects 0.5% to 2% of the global population and is linked to cardiovascular
disease, psychological distress, and endocrine disorders.

fafefora freg #Y 0.5% F 2% TATEY FY THIAT FGT & 3R U T WoT, AT a1
3R T RFRY & Sher =

e InIndia, studies report its prevalence at 0.25% to 4% among dermatology outpatients
and as high as 8.8% in Gujarat and Rajasthan.

HRE #, 3T & 3TAR e W7 & TR are7 AN 7 0.25% F 4% dF FHA
SATIHAT ST 1S §, ST Jertre 3 Aereur # 7 8.8% aF 1S 1S |

e Many patients experience a loss of self-confidence, affecting their mental health.

fafefaat & it w3 #ader srcnfaeara At w3t &1 3e73ra 2 &, o @@ 3oy AT
Jga wfaa @ &

Findings from the Study
eI | yIed frsene

e Dr. . Caroline Le Poole, a professor at Northwestern University Feinberg School
of Medicine, found that administering a microbial compound weekly significantly
slowed disease progression in vitiligo-prone mice.

s1. 38, HAf & T, S ArdaTest IR Pt wha 3 ARRT Hr aFww §
ar o Areaifesd T & v Amfaad FifE & @ Rffoam-gga gt F Qor Fr varfa wr
1Y AT fFam ara|
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e The study, published in the Journal of Investigative Dermatology, showed that
pigment loss in mice was reduced by 74%.

u‘gmm,sﬁaﬁsraﬁmgﬁmﬁasﬁaﬁsﬁﬁmgaﬂ, it & fob gt 7 74%
a% R i gifar w1 g8

e The treatment reduced Killer T cells (which attack skin pigment) and increased
protective regulatory T cells, which are typically low in vitiligo patients.

3UYR o 9T F RIAT W gAT HI arell fFoT & FIRNF1E FF 7 Far i e ==
aTelt Wt & SR I g, S AR W ot ARt F wa o ST §

Future Implications

HTasT Y FHTTATT

e This microbial compound could be used as a standalone therapy or combined with
existing treatments.

IE ABFITeTS T e 3TAR & T A 41 AiSET 3UART F W @A # 9L A
ST HHaT |

o Early intervention is key, as effects may not be as effective in advanced stages of
vitiligo.

Tod) FEANT Hgeaqut ¥, Fifer Rfefoet & 3ewa axot & a7 3a=r e w1t @ weha|

e There are two peak phases for vitiligo onset — one during adolescence and another
in the 40s and 50s.

RN & St @ oA § - v

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper 1V and Essay)

1.Beyond ‘Beijing’: Unlocking a Feminist Future in India
‘ST & AP AR & ANAET s7TfAsT Y 3

2.Is Artificial Intelligence Affecting Critical Thinking Skills?
FIT HTEAA AT (Al) ITATIATCHS Qe HT &THAAT HI FHIaT FI
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Beyond ‘Beijing. unlocking a feminist future in India

he Beijing Declaration and Platform for
T Action is one of the most comprehensive

global blueprints for advancing women'’s
rights. India’s progress on gender equality stands
as a testament to sustained policy efforts,
grassroots movements, and the resilience of
women and girls.

The Beijing meeting, in 1995, brought together
world leaders and 17,000 delegates from 189
countries to agree on a road map to accelerate
women'’s equality through 12 critical “areas of
concern”. More than 200 Indian women were in
attendance along with the Government of India.
The areas of concern included poverty reduction,
education and training, health, violence against
women, women’s economic empowerment and
influence in decision making. The past three
decades have witnessed remarkable strides in
many of these dimensions.

Visible evidence of change

The expansion of maternal health care under
initiatives such as the Pradhan Mantri Surakshit
Matritva Abhiyan and the Pradhan Mantri Matru
Vandana Yojana has increased institutional
deliveries to 95%. Maternal mortality has
dropped from 130 to 97 deaths per 1,00,000
births between 2014 and 2020 (Sample
Registration System data). Today, over half of
married women (56.5%) choose to use modern
contraceptives, giving them greater control over
their reproductive health.

The Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan
Arogya Yojana, the world’s largest
government-funded health-care scheme, has
provided millions of women with free access to
critical medical treatment. Education, a core
pillar of the Beijing Platform for Action, has seen
notable progress. The ‘Beti Bachao Beti Padhao’
(BBBP) initiative has played a pivotal role in
improving the child sex ratio and increasing
school enrolments for girls.

The National Education Policy 2020 has paved
the way for higher retention rates and
opportunities in the fields of science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics (STEM). Though
safety concerns in higher secondary education
remain in some places, the Ministry of Education
has integrated education with skills development
and life skills training, charting flexible and

Susan Ferguson

is the Country
Representative for UN
Women in India, and
is a part of Team UN
in India

McCaffrey

is the Country
Representative for
UNICEF in India, and
is a part of Team UN
in India

As India
continues its
journey toward
gender equality,
the Beijing
Platform for
Action remains
a guiding
framework

inclusive pathways for adolescents. UNICEF has
been able to provide support in increasing
linkages with broader support systems —
improved sanitation reducing menstruation
related absences.

Women'’s economic empowerment has been
central to India’s gender-equality agenda.
Through the National Rural and Urban Livelihood
Missions, nearly 100 million women have been
connected to financial networks via self-help
groups, fostering entrepreneurship and financial
independence. The Unified Payments Interface
(UPI) has revolutionised financial transactions,
with women increasingly using digital platforms
for savings and investments.

The Deendayal Antyodaya
Yojana-National Rural Livelihood
Mission has empowered over 100
million rural women through access to
credit, livelihood opportunities, and
financial literacy programmes. The
Pradhan Mantri Gramin Digital
Saksharta Abhiyan has trained over 35
million rural women in digital literacy,
ensuring that they are not left behind in the
digital revolution. Bridging the digital gender
divide has helped women participate in the
digital economy.

India has increasingly financed women’s
empowerment through gender-responsive
budgeting. The share of the Gender Budget in the
total national Budget has increased from 6.8% in
2024-25 to 8.8% in 2025-26; $55.2 billion is
allocated toward gender-specific programmes.
UN Women has been able to provide support for
these government efforts.

The shadow of violence
Gender-based violence remains a challenge. The
Beijing Declaration called for ending violence
against women, yet many women still face
violence, here and across the world. The
establishment of 770 One Stop Centres has
provided essential medical, legal, and
psychological support to survivors of violence.
The introduction of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
2023, which came into effect in July 2024,
strengthens legal protections and improves
women’s safety and justice.

The country’s efforts to eliminate harmful

ACCELERATE

EQUALITY

practices and strengthen responses include many
innovations — a blockchain-based system in
Odisha ensures that survivors receive swift,
confidential, and coordinated support.
Partnerships such as the one between the United
Nations Population Fund and the Rajasthan
Police Academy, have enhanced
gender-responsive policing, building survivor
trust, and expanding access to justice.

A powerful force for change lies in the
leadership of young women. From climate action
to digital entrepreneurship, young leaders are
redefining gender.

Initiatives such as the Gender Advancement for
Transforming Institutions (GATI) project, which
promotes women in STEM, and the
G20 TechEquity platform, which has
trained thousands of young women in
emerging technologies, showcase
their potential.

Women have played a pivotal role
in India’s transformation, driving
change, from technology and
entrepreneurship to governance and
social development. The Women’s Reservation
Bill, which guarantees 33% legislative
representation, builds on local governance
successes that have empowered close to 1.5
million women leaders, the largest cohort of
women political leaders in the world.

A guiding framework

The 30th anniversary of the Beijing Declaration
reinforces that gender equality is not just a
women’s issue. It is a global imperative. India’s
progress has been propelled by strong
government leadership and capable partners,
both local and global. Strengthening
collaborations, investing in young women’s
leadership, and addressing systemic barriers will
be key to accelerating action and progress.

The Beijing Platform for Action remains a
guiding framework as India continues its journey
toward gender equality.

With an unwavering commitment to
women-led development, financial inclusion, and
social transformation, India is setting a global
benchmark for inclusive and sustainable growth
— one that is needed in the world today, now
more than ever.

Beyond ‘Beijing’: Unlocking a Feminist Future in India

ST @ 3T ARE # ARETE! sfasT Y 3T

The Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action is one of the most
comprehensive global blueprints for advancing women’s rights.

A Do g 3R FR Aar AfgAst F HAFRY F 31 T F AT
I A9 ARG Greht &1

e India’s progress on gender equality is a result of sustained policy efforts,
grassroots movements, and the resilience of women and girls.

AR F S waTeTar & werfay Afdera v, st sneyest st Afgenst aur asfrat &

A" 1 9RO T
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Beijing Meeting and Areas of Concern

e In 1995, the Beijing meeting brought together world leaders and 17,000 delegates
from 189 countries, including over 200 Indian women and the Government of India.

1995 &, ST FFATT 7 189 2t & 17,000 gfafafer siv fea aar anfaar gy, a9 200
T IOF ARAT AT 3R R TR 3 3ufera ot

e The 12 critical areas of concern included poverty reduction, education, health,
violence against women, economic empowerment, and decision-making roles.

12 wa@ Riansit & e seqerer, e, Tareey, afeensit & f@eres R, snfds
FerfFasor 3R Aol a3 smefiar enfaa o)

Visible Evidence of Change

gRade & TIsE YATOT

e Maternal health care expanded through Pradhan Mantri Surakshit Matritva Abhiyan
and Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana, increasing institutional deliveries to
95%.

T YA Aleed HTRATT R TeTaRs= AT d&1 AeTelT & ATCIH § AT FAELT
HaTHT T [IEAR 37T, S8 HEATIT THa &T 95% &l 75|

e Maternal mortality rate dropped from 130 to 97 deaths per 1,00,000 births between
2014 and 2020 (Sample Registration System data).

AT Hcg & 2014 | 2020 & & 130 ¥ gehT 97 9far 1,00,000 Si=H & 15 (dqer
Toreeers fAees 3ea) |

e Over 56.5% of married women now use modern contraceptives, giving them greater
control over reproductive health.

56.5% faarfee AfFa? 31 ameyfare arstfaiers o1 3suger 7 @ §, Sad 378 worater
Ty 9T AfAF oot e g

Healthcare and Education Initiatives
Fareey 3R frew aat gger
e Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana, the world’s largest

government-funded healthcare scheme, has provided millions of women with free
critical medical treatment.
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ITTSATA AR THTAHA ST HRTT Frota, SiT fored i Fa@ T3 TIFR T Aorem &,
S @l ARG Y oo Ageaqul RfFAT TR 3Teit FATE |

The ‘Beti Bachao Beti Padhao’ (BBBP) initiative improved the child sex ratio and
increased school enrollments for girls.

A& FATHT A& YGIHY (BBBP) AT o & fRrearey #F Fuw foran 3R arsfrat & wper
ATATHT H gafer

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 increased retention rates and promoted
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) education for girls.

TsE e Aifa (NEP) 2020 o7 SET3MT & ATHTHST &3 HT T/ 3R 3¢ STEM (AT,
we e, arfaifyar stk arfora) Rrawm # 3t st & 3aw1 BT

UNICEF initiatives improved sanitation facilities, reducing menstruation-related
school absences for girls.

ARG A gl o Taeodr giaumt #F gur fHan, S J1f@ et & FRor T @
Jrepafeufa & o 3|

Women’s Economic Empowerment

Afgen3it &1 3 gafFasor

National Rural and Urban Livelihood Missions connected nearly 100 million women
to financial networks via self-help groups, fostering entrepreneurship and financial
independence.

TS arator 3T red 3TNt AR & dgd 9T 10 F3 ARt ) T weran
Tagl & ATeAH ¥ T Aeas & sivst o, e seafaan s snfiie waaar & gerar
el

The Unified Payments Interface (UPI) revolutionized financial transactions, allowing
women to use digital platforms for savings and investments.

IfABISS 9ATH $e1hH (UPI) A Raelir der-aer o wifar o, foraa afgene Rfoee caewist
¥ ATEYA @ TUd 3R AU FIF|

Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana — National Rural Livelihood Mission empowered over
100 million rural women through credit access, livelihood opportunities, and
financial literacy programs.

TSI AT AT — WA AT 3TN AFT FAUT 7 10 F0T F 30F areior
Afgarait & wor, et & sraax 3 R wrar sRwAT & Arega O gred )
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Pradhan Mantri Gramin Digital Saksharta Abhiyan trained over 35 million rural
women in digital literacy, bridging the digital gender divide.

g AT B S Fraar A F dgd 3.5 #A3 AT AfFent & Boed
[T&RAT 1 9fAaTor o aram, foray f3foreer oifore 3iaR &1 e o S @

Bridging the digital gender divide has helped women participate in the digital
economy.

o A o F1 urest T AR FI B srdeaavar & #wr aa & Acg Hel|
Gender-Responsive Budgeting and Women’s Empowerment

AfrF saerh 91 3 After gufFastor

India has increased funding for women’s empowerment through gender-responsive
budgeting.

AR 7 AT & FAPTHIT & AT AT ITReErR 991 & ATeyH T [Ty derm &

The Gender Budget share in the total national budget has increased from 6.8% in
2024-25to 8.8% in 2025-26.

Fel T Foie # AT aore A REAERY 2024-25 # 6.8% & TgaT 2025-26 H 8.8% &
TR

$55.2 billion has been allocated towards gender-specific programs.

$55.2 faforae s fafRIse FRiwAT & v 3mafed o v )

UN Women has supported these government efforts.

HYF g AfFAT (UN Women) o 37 BXFRY SATRT &7 F L fhar g

The Shadow of Violence

far i s

Gender-based violence remains a major challenge, despite the Beijing Declaration's
call to end violence against women.

oifare R el ol v e kel 5= €5 &, avel € sfSier whvwom o & AAfensit & s
far wATCT I T AT A
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e 770 One Stop Centres have been established to provide medical, legal, and
psychological support to violence survivors.

770 I ¥ &g TG T 90 €, S e Afzat # Riftrew, w0 sk awfs gade
el F &

o Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita 2023, which came into effect in July 2024, strengthens legal
protections for women.

HRCATT =17 FIEaT 2023, S SRl 2024 H 1] €S, ATGATIH ¥ FIeToAt &I Pl A
ERGIES

e Odisha's blockchain-based system ensures swift, confidential, and coordinated
support for survivors.

mnﬁm-mmm¢mm,mmmmm
FLAT B

e The Rajasthan Police Academy, in partnership with United Nations Population Fund,
has enhanced gender-responsive policing and improved access to justice for
survivors.

TSTEYT i HFTeHY 3N TYFT AT TAREAT FIV I HASIGNT o AfAF Saverdt giafder
T Jga T 3R Ny & fore =amr 1 og T T@s|

Young Women Leading Change
aRacter Y 33T Jar Afgare

e Young women leaders are making an impact in climate action, digital
entrepreneurship, and gender equality.

IaT AT AT Srerarg Frars, Bfoee sqafaar s A waeTar 7§ gemaeme syfHe
fsm T el

e The Gender Advancement for Transforming Institutions (GATI) project promotes
women’s participation in STEM fields.

Affe yarfa & e FFum=T #1 FaRr (GATI) 9R@s=T STEM (e, stgifae,
FfRFTEY 3% 70r) a3t F Afgensit v smehery FF ge@r i 2|

e The G20 TechEquity platform has trained thousands of young women in emerging
technologies.

G20 TwgfFad) caehier of gl JaT ATFT3i I 78 awheilent A TRATENT fhar &

Women'’s Role in India’s Transformation

R & aRaerer 7 Afgansit @ sfas
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e \Women have played a pivotal role in technology, entrepreneurship, governance,
and social development.

AfgeT stefad, seafaar, amwe it aenfos Rem A Fgeaqer s @ @ el

e The Women’s Reservation Bill guarantees 33% legislative representation.

wfgem amator Rt 33% faumrdh wfafafee giafRaa s g

e 1.5 million women leaders have been empowered in local governance, forming the
largest cohort of women political leaders in the world.

TYTART AT & 15 AT ATGEAT Ad131T 7 FAFd foham 37 &, [5ad 3 e Y gad a3t
Afgen Tl Agca T i &

A Guiding Framework for Gender Equality
AT gHEar F AT v Antges FRaET

e The 30th anniversary of the Beijing Declaration reinforces that gender equality is
not just a women’s issue but a global imperative.

afifSier aiwor o7 i 30t a¥eris g Qe & F ARE wATTar Faw ARt 1 qeEr
81, afed v dARaF AfAardar g

e India’s progress has been driven by strong government leadership and global
partnerships.

IR T JIITY AT FIHRY AAcfed 3R 3R AR & 1T g5 &

o Key actions for the future include strengthening collaborations, investing in young
women’s leadership, and addressing systemic barriers.

wfasy & fov yo@ FAt & AECTRAT HY A FLAT1, JaT ARt F Aqea & faaer e
3R yomreliarer aTemait #Y g e i §

e The Beijing Platform for Action remains a guiding framework for India’s journey
towards gender equality.

aﬁﬁwmmm@rﬂﬁ?maﬁw$ﬁvwwﬁzﬂ$maﬁ§é%l

e« With commitment to women-led development, financial inclusion, and social
transformation, India is setting a global benchmark for inclusive and sustainable
growth.

AT Aqea arer e, Ry gamaee 3k amfoe aRade & wfa gfdeeyar & |,

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page89



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

Pathshala

www.patriotici

Arun Kumar
Tangirala

Professor
Chemical
Engineering, IIT
Tirupati, and
Professor,
Wadhwani
School of Data
Science and Al,
11T Madras

Professor of
Law, National
Law School of
india
University,
Bengaluru

e

fpatriotic [

-

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

9Ra gAae 3 gad RF & v vF ARTF AREs Tfa HT T §|

Is Artificial Intelligence affecting critical thinking skills?

PARLEY

1 Intelligence (AI) tools are
increasingly being used in classrooms
around the world. Last month, British
universities were warned to

“stress-test” all assessments after new research

revealed that “almost all” undergraduates are

using generative Al (GenAl) in their studies. Last
year, a study by TeamLease EdTech revealed
that over 61% of educators in India are using Al
tools. All this has given rise to fears that students
will likely begin accepting information at face
value rather than critically analysing it. Does the
use of Al in education affect critical thinking
skills? Arun Kumar Tangirala and Arul George

Scaria discuss the question in a conversation

moderated by Sai Charan. Edited excerpts:

Should Al be permitted in college
classrooms? If yes, to what extent?

Arun Kumar Tangirala: Yes, Al should be
permitted. As it has pervaded every aspect of
our lives, it is not a good idea to prohibit it. Even
if you were to prohibit it, students will use it
because it has pervaded every home and device.

The extent to which it should be used and

ho should be using it in the ¢l is
contextual. It would depend on whether Iam
teaching a coding course, a technical course, a
science cou
example, if my is to impart cognitive skills, 1
would use Al minimally. But if I am teaching
coding, it would be different. There has been a
shift in skill sets i il The ability to
code is not necessarily the primary sl
ability to evaluate and validate a code is more or
less the evolving skill. So I would use Al, because
everybody uses Al to generate codes. But it is
important to make sure that the students use Al
in an ethical and responsible way.

There are no government regulations on
usage yet. So institutes and instructors h:
form their own rules, declare these i
beginning of the course, and also expla
they are imposing these. As long as things are
done systematic, informed, ethical, and
responsible manner, Al should be allowed.

Arul George Scaria: It is nearly impossible and
perhaps even futile to prohibit Al in classrooms.
Whether we like it or not, that is the reality. We
might have to change our teaching and learning
approaches according to this changing scenario
because Al is also getting more and more
integrated into many of the applications we use
daily. For example, Copilot is getting integrated
into Microsoft Word. Even when you open
Adobe Reader, it suggests providing an
Al-generated summary.

India's first Al teacher 'Iris' interacts with students at a school at Attingal in
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala. P11

When we talk about Al usage in clnxemnms,
we have to also understand that it is not just
students who are using Al; teachers are using it
too. School administrators want to bring Al into
the classroom and many po]u.vuuku\ believe
that there should be greater use of Alin
education. But in all these contexts, ethical and

helpful in many ways, but it is also a tool that
needs to be used cautiously for a wide

reasons, including, but not limited to,
such as potential biases in responses.
The decision on the extent of use should be
clearly guided by the learning objectives of the
courses. When I teach a comparative copyright
law course in collaboration with Professor
William Fisher at the Harvard Law School, one
of the assignments I give to the students is to use
different Al platforms to generate potentially
copyright infringing materials. Through this
hands-on experience, the students get a better
picture of the diverse issues in this particular
area. They even get a better sense of whether it
is possible to prevent generation of potentially
copyright infringing materials and what kind of
steps have been put in place by firms in this
regard. So we need to evolve genenl g\udelmes
for all inan Ci
but let the specific approaches for each course
be developed as per the learning objectives of
those courses.

Courses are being developed with AL In that
, do you think Al will slowly be seen as a
critical part of infrastructure?

AKT: Yes. Al is going to be integral to every type
of operation in an academic institution,
company, or any other organisation. Therefore,
preparations have to be underway in order to
integrate Al in a seamless manner. A report
published by the World Economic Forum not

We need to educate everyone on how to be
responsible Al users, particularly by
understanding the limitations of the
technology

ARUL GEORGE SCARIA

only throws light on the future skills required,
but also on how institutions should realign
themselves. The Future of Jobs Report 2025,
published in January, showed that the top skills
that learners require are analytical and cognitive
thinking, Al related ski cial connection,
adaptability, etc. Programming skills are lower
down the list. If you compare it with earlier
reports, the big difference you see is the arrival
of Al and related skills. If Al-related skills have to
be acquired, not only by the users, but also by
employees, it has to be integrated into the
infrastructure. But there has to be a secure way
of doing this. Us a calculator or a computer,
Al tools such as Chat GPT, Perplexity, and other
LLM models that you are using take your data
and broadcast it back to the server, which means
that your own personal and confidential
information could be at stake if it is not
integrated properly. Every user has to be
and made aware of the benefits and side

AGS: Al is becoming critical infrastructure in
many different ways. The government and other
stakeholders need to be mindful of this and take
appropriate measures for regulation. For
example, many State governments suggest
adopting Al in schools. But has there been a
safety audit of the Al tools that have been
suggested for incorporation in these schools?
Has there been an audit on the potential biases
that might exist in the system? th respect to

disagree. While technology is evolving,
discussions on regulation should also be
happening. The European Union has been active
in that respect. In India, there are more and
more discussions happening now, but it will take
some time for actual regulations to kick in.

AGS: It is clear that the state might take some
time to frame regulations. To me, it is vital that
every university initiates dialogues among
faculty members and students on responsible Al
usage. This will help in evolving appropriate and
ethical usage guidelines as per the needs of the
institution. We cannot have universal rules, but
at least some general guidelines can be evolved
at the institutional level. The most prominent
global universities have a general Al policy and
they have also left it to the faculty to frame
specific policies with respect to their courses.
‘That is the only way forward now.

There are concerns that students may
become overly dependent on Al-generated
responses. Are these valid?

AKT: It’s true; many teachers fear this. I don’t
think it is a valid fear. It depends on what skills
we want to impart. An academic institution has
its own goals apart from preparing students for
employment. Those goals may include training
students to think deeply and in a scholarly
manner. But at the same time, we need to be
practical. We have to train our students so that
they get jobs, not necessarily scholarly ones, but
where they can implement what they have
learned. So, in any course, we will probably
have to ask to what extent we want to impart
critical thinking skills vis-a-vis practical skills.

AGS: | have a slightly different perspective. At a
broader level, | fear that we are currently seeing
an over on Al

the training data, are we

among students and even among

Are we mindful of the impacts?

With Al here to stay, do you think we should
accept it in a regulated manner rather than
being critical about it?

AKT: There is apprehension and fear about the
usage of AL But we should start using it. For a
long time, 1 also desisted and my reason for
using it was to really experience what the fears
are about. There is no point in imagining what
may happen. Start using Al in a limited way, and
experience the benefits and the possible 2
Do it the way you would with an automobile.
‘The difference is that for automobiles, we
have excellent regulations. For Al it will take
time. There are countries saying forget about
regulations for now, because that is going to
hamper the growth of this technology. I

many faculty members. So we need to educate
everyone on how to be responsible Al users,
particularly by understanding the limitations of
the technology. This might even require
re-imagining many components of our
education. Maybe the kind of technology which
we are talking about here can have more
negative impacts if we indiscriminately adopt it.
Over time, Al technologies may also be more
mature. But as it stands now, my fear is that

st of the time, people are overlooking the
limitations of technology.

e 5

3 0 o To listen to the full interview
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Is Artificial Intelligence Affecting Critical Thinking Skills?

FIT HIAA AT (Al) ITATIATCHS Qe AT &THAT HI FHIAT FI

W@ 8?2

Al tools are being increasingly used in classrooms worldwide.

Al 3TFIOT T ITANT AT 3 & Famsit #§ 95 W
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e British universities were advised to "stress-test" all assessments after research
showed that "almost all" undergraduates use generative Al (GenAl).

farfeer Rreafagamerat I domg & 75 &6 T Tt 3maer=t & S, Fifeh 2mer 3 orm I fo
T T3t ToATaw O FAAUeET Al (GenAl) T 3TANT FIIE &

e ATeamlLease EdTech study (2023) found that over 61% of educators in India use Al
tools.

AT TS eI (2023) H YrAT 3T fF TR H 61% & 310 fAsTeh Al 3TN &1
IR FI IR &

e Concerns arise that students may start accepting Al-generated information at face
value instead of critically analyzing it.

i 71g & 7 o1 a1 Reivor fFT Al E@RT 3cdee TSR Y TF AT Tohd |

Should Al Be Allowed in Classrooms?

FAT FEIN F Al FY 37t gl aifge

Arun Kumar Tangirala’s Perspective

30T $AR dAfIRT 1 TREHIOT

e Al should be permitted, as it has become an integral part of daily life.

Al i JrTafa el wnfew, Fifer a5 A Shaer #1 v e fevrar st T B

e Even if banned, students will still use Al since it is accessible in homes and devices.

ool &Y 30 wfa<efa fFar sTe, & 6T oY Al 71 3931 S, FifE I8 =R 3K IuFHon &
AT A 3qerey B

e The extent of Al usage depends on the subject being taught (e.g., minimal Al in
cognitive skill courses, more Al in coding courses).

Al 3935r Y AT 39 9T IR 7 & o i a1 Qv gern 3 @1 § (39, TAEcHS
IRTeT ATSTSHAT H wATH Al, ST TTaThAT 3 31TeH Al) |

e Theindustry focus has shifted from just coding to evaluating and validating Al-
generated code.

3EANT &1 CATT 379 ol FIST A I Al-SATAT F13 &F HedTave 3R TG T e 17
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e Al usage should be ethical and responsible, and institutes must establish clear
policies at the start of courses.

Al T 37T A 3R PFaeR aiF I fhar s TR, 3R et Y Teasa
BT H Fse Afaat Foreit afgw

Arul George Scaria’s Perspective

ST SAlor THIIT HT TioeHIOT

e Prohibiting Al in classrooms is impractical since it is already integrated into
applications like Microsoft Word and Adobe Reader.

Al &Y FHaTT H gfaa®a #3779 &, T3 I8 g T & Microsoft Word 3R Adobe
Reader S 3]t & wehigret 2

e Teachers and administrators also use Al, and policymakers support Al integration
in education.

et 3t wemrEe oY Al &7 3TAET R §, 3R AfafeaTar e & Al & 3w 3T @
FAAT FA 2

o Ethical Al usage policies are essential to prevent biases and misinformation.

Al & A 39Ty AT sraede § oifeh qardre AR Irere T I Aehl ST Heh |

e Al should be used based on course objectives.

Al FT 3TIANT IISTHH & 35231 F ITAR AT S =nfew|

e Example: In a comparative copyright law course, students use Al to generate
copyright-infringing materials, helping them understand legal complexities.

3ETRIVT: Teh JeAATcHE HIYRISE Flefel UISAFHH A, BT Al & ATETH § FIARIZE ToadeT
FIA AT WIHA IcTeT FIA 8, ToTHY I Flefeil AfCAATIN T HHST Thl & |

o General guidelines for Al usage should be developed, but specific approaches
should be based on course learning goals.

Al 39T & faT G fanfadar aame s Tifge, dfhad v« qreaswa i daa
IMRIFATIHT F AR Fady Torlifaat srqens seh anfyw)
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Is Al Becoming Critical Infrastructure?

FIT Al UF Ageaqur IfAATEr ST a7 6T 872

Arun Kumar Tangirala’s Perspective

31FOT FAR AT H7 TfeeHIOT

Al is becoming integral to operations in academic institutions, companies, and
organizations.

Al Y10 FEaET, FafAE) 3R G & T &7 UF A fAeer REAT a7 W el

The World Economic Forum’s Future of Jobs Report 2025 highlights that Al-related
skills are among the top skills required.

e anfde F= " wyEe 3w sifew Rale 2025" 7 qarar 12 § @6 Al-wafta sl
T AT ATaRIFHTHT 7 enfHer

The focus has shifted from programming skills to analytical thinking, Al-related
skills, adaptability, and social connection.

T 3T WA Flerer & gea fredvveAs @, Al Flere, e a#ar 3
QATTAF ST TR <l a7 & |

Al integration must be secure, as tools like ChatGPT, Perplexity, and other LLM
models collect user data, posing privacy risks.

Al Y FI&IT TOF § THIFa FI1 AaAF ¢, Fifeh ChatGPT, Perplexity 3R 3=
LLM ATSe 39NTHAT ST THT Fd o, [ordd Mt T S g el 31

Users must be trained and made aware of Al’s benefits and risks.

SYANTFHATHT Y Al F 13T 3R NFAT F TN #F v i Frerees fFar J= TRl

Arul George Scaria’s Perspective

I Sitel Th AT T TioEHOT

Al is already a critical infrastructure, so governments and stakeholders must
ensure proper regulations.

Al Tga ¥ &) UF AgeaquT IHATEN FTET a T §, ST WHRI 3N Fauret #t 3fa
fAawa gafRaa s aifewl

State governments are pushing for Al adoption in schools, but safety audits of Al
tools are often lacking.

TS FIHN TRl 7 Al Y AT 9 SR @ E, oHfehet Al Tor iy GRa ifee hr wat
TN gE el
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e Thereis aneed for transparency in Al training data to prevent bias and
misinformation.

Al 98707 22T H IRETRIAT 3Taed § difes gaTara 3R Irord SR &) AT ST b |

Should Al Be Accepted in a Regulated Manner?
741 Al #1 fafaafaa alie @ Ffer Fe afge?

Arun Kumar Tangirala’s Perspective

3TFOT FHR AT HT TREHIOT

e Alusage should begin gradually, so users understand both its benefits and risks.
Al FT 3T eR-eR o R s =i, anfes St swas wme 3R SRt F v
&

e Unlike automobiles, Al lacks strict regulations, which should evolve alongside
technological advancements.

TS Y aE Al F T 3l aF F3 g A8 &, AfrT aweiihr warfa & a1y g1t
e g oifewl

e Some countries oppose Al regulation, fearing it will hinder growth, but responsible
discussions on regulation must continue.

T o2l Al fraaret &7 farer 7 @ €, i o aweihy e anftra & wvan €, oifehet
SrFaAer T4t sy &= aifgu)

e The European Union has proactively worked on Al regulations, and India is also
engaging in discussions.

T "o 7 Al e W AT w3 FR R SR sRa A s R Tt A W@ R

Arul George Scaria’s Perspective

ST SATor THIIAT HT TioEHIOT

e Regulations will take time, so universities should create guidelines for responsible
Al usage.

Al T#Ra & gAY weem, safoT el #t oFaer Al s & faw Ranfader
o TRl
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o Global universities have general Al policies, but faculty should have the flexibility to
set course-specific guidelines.

Raw [reafagamerat 7 v Al Aifaar €, AfeT ey 1 ureawA-fafdse fanfader
fraife F3e it Fae=ar @ arful

Are Students Becoming Overdependent on Al?

FIT B Al ] 3f0F g w

Arun Kumar Tangirala’s Perspective

37FOT FHR AT HT TREHIOT

e Many teachers fear Al overdependence, but it depends on what skills institutions
aim to impart.

F¢ et Al W IA0F Feiar @ =7d §, AfhaT g 59 W R =ar ¢ & ava= v
YR & Plerer @ g §

e Institutions should balance between critical thinking skills and practical skills for
better career preparedness.

TEYTAT Y HTATIATHE QreTat T &THAT 3R SATTGTRS Ferer & e HeJoreT FoI1aT AR,
arfes el F FRIX & AT Igav aF & =R B s aF)

Arul George Scaria’s Perspective

T SATol Toh AT HT TfeHIOT

e Students and even some faculty members are over-relying on Al-generated
responses, which is concerning.

BT 3R F& FFT TFT Y Al-Sfaa 3wl w rcafos sk @y @ 8, s ”ar & fawg g1

e Users must be educated on Al limitations and responsible usage.

SYANTHATHT Y Al Fr AATHT AR 30 FFATR 39T & a0 F Rfdya frar s afge)

e Al adoption should be carefully structured to avoid negative impacts on education.

Al FY FTEUTAIYdS FYARIT ST T1fRT, ifeh Ig R R THhRIcHS THTE o 3Tl

e Over time, Al technology will mature, but for now, its limitations are often
overlooked.

AT F 1Y, Al dohelleh TR9Fa g1f, SifereT 3rsft sy AAT3it Y 3T sTeR3iersT R
STaT g
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TOPICS COVERED (PCS Special)

1. INSV Tarini with Two Women Navy Officers Leaves Port

Stanley

INSV arRoft gf Afgar AT FARFIRAT F T NE TAe T G

INSV Tarini with Two Women Navy Officers Leaves Port

Stanley

INSV ariyoft & afgar adar 3Tt & arer ¢  Rerel § W@ET
INSV Tarini Wlth two

women Navy of

1Cers

leaves Port Stanley

[PCS

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

INSV Tarini left Port Stan-
ley in the Falkland Islands
Tuesday at about 9.10 a.m.
local time for its onward
journey to Cape Town, the
Navy said in a statement on
Thursday.

The sailing vessel is on
the fourth leg of an ongo-
ing global circumnaviga-
tion by two women Indian
Navy officers, Lieutenant
Commander Dilna K. and
Lieutenant Commander
Roopa, under the ‘Navika
Sagar Parikrama-II’
expedition.

INSV Tarini arrived at
Port Stanley on February

{

Smooth sailing: the vessel is
on the fourth leg of an ongoing
global circumnavigation. PTI

18. During the stay, the ves-
sel’s crew undertook re-
pairs and maintenance of
the boat to address defects
that occurred during the
most treacherous leg of
their journey — passing
through Drake’s Passage.

INSV Tarini left Port Stanley in the
Falkland Islands on Tuesday at 9:10
a.m. (local time) for its onward journey
to Cape Town.

INSV ariofY & Bierels gdivwsg & diE
Tl § HIGER I G 9:10 o (TR
TAY) W HY T3 F ToT 3=l AT & HI|

e The sailing vessel is on the fourth leg of an
ongoing global circumnavigation by two women
Indian Navy officers under the ‘Navika Sagar
Parikrama-II’ expedition.

g AR did ‘ATt PR IREAT-II' FAATT & dgd
&Y Afgem s sRe st REl o fre s
3fRae afemaT 31fAaTer & i aRoT W

e Lieutenant Commander Dilna K. and Lieutenant
Commander Roopa are leading this mission.

58 A2 &1 Aqea affesic FATST et &. 3K
AfFeae FATST T HT BT 2

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page9 6

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

e INSV Tarini arrived at Port Stanley on February 18.
INSV TRt 18 TGl T € Feerell TgT|

During their stay, the crew conducted repairs and maintenance to address defects that
occurred while passing through Drake’s Passage, one of the most treacherous legs of their
journey.

JATH & AN, F o witert 1 FLFAT AR T@wama fFar aifs 3% Haer IR 3@ & SIeT 3178 denetidh
TAEAT w SF AT ST He, S AR IAT H AW Waledd  feedr ATl
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