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‘Kuthira Kali’ is being held as part of the Chinakkathoor Pooram at Palappuram in Kerala’s Palakkad district on Wednesday. Eight horse
replicas will be paraded, with four on the eastern side and four on the western side of the Chinakkathoor Bhagavathy temple, as part of the

annual festival. K.K. MUSTAFAH |GS Paper I: A&C I

Kuthirakali

o Kuthirakali is a traditional folk dance form performed mainly in Kerala, India.
e ltis deeply rooted in temple festivals and ritualistic art forms, showcasing a blend
of music, rhythm, and vibrant costumes.

Origin and Significance

e The name "Kuthirakali" is derived from two words:
o Kuthira— meaning horse
o Kali —meaning play or dance
e lItrepresents a symbolic depiction of horses through dancers who wear costumes
resembling a horse’s body.
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e This dance is performed as an offering to deities during annual temple festivals
(Utsavams).

Performance and Style

e They dance energetically to the rhythm of traditional percussion instruments like:
o Chenda
o Elathalam
o Thakil
e The dance is highly energetic and includes fast-paced steps, jumps, and circular
movements.
e The themes are often based on mythological stories, folk legends, or deities.

Where is Kuthirakali Performed?

o Itis mainly performed in central and southern parts of Kerala, particularly in districts
like:
o Pathanamthitta
o Alappuzha
o Kollam
o Kottayam
o ltis associated with Bhagavathi temples, where devotees perform it as a ritualistic
art.

Comparison with Other Similar Art Forms

e Kuthirakali is often compared with:
o Poikkal Kuthirai Aattam of Tamil Nadu, which also involves dancers wearing
horse-shaped structures.
o Dummy Horse Dance seen in Rajasthan and Odisha.

e The performers tie a wooden or cloth frame around their waists, shaped like a horse.
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As the sole artisan winds up his craft, it’s
time for the last hat-tip to a famed cap

|GS Paper I: A&C

C.P. Sajit
KASARAGOD

The Thalangara Thopi, a
traditional handmade
prayer cap revered by the
Muslim community and re-
cognised as a heritage sym-
bol, is on the brink of be-
coming a relic of history.
The last remaining artisan
engaged in its craft has
ceased production, mark-
ing the end of a 200-year-
old legacy.

The Thalangara cap was
an essential part of Muslim
attire, especially during
the holy month of Ramzan.
However, the demand has
tapered off and Abdul Ra-
heem, a fourth generation
capmaker and the last cus-
todian of this craftsman-

Thalangara Thopi, a traditional handmade prayer cap, is on the
brink of becoming part of history. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

ship, halted production six
months ago.

Mr. Raheem says the art
of making the cap is be-
lieved to have been taught
by the people who came
from Lakshadweep. Its
mention can also be found
in the 14th century writings

of Moroccan traveller Ibn
Battuta.

Mr. Raheem inherited
the craft from his father,
Abubakar Musliyar, who
made the cap globally fa-
mous over his 60-year ca-
reer, selling it in India’s ma-
jor cities and the Gulf.

Despite the State go-
vernment recognising the
cap as a heritage item, Mr.
Raheem cites a lack of in-
stitutional support to pro-
mote the tradition.

Traditionally made from
pure cotton with minimal
machine use, each cap re-
quires at least 20 days of
meticulous craftsmanship.
At its peak, the industry
supported 40 families, but
Mr. Raheem’s was the last
to remain in the trade be-
fore production stopped.

“The Thalangara cap’s
decline signals not just the
loss of a craft but the fading
of a cultural identity. With-
out urgent intervention,
this rich legacy may soon
become a mere memory,”
says Mr. Raheem.

The Thalangara
Thopi: The End of
a Legacy

ITIRT X4 Th
eRIgT T AT

The Thalangara
Thopi, a traditional
handmade prayer
cap revered by the
Muslim community
and recognised as a
heritage symbol, is
on the brink of
becoming arelic of
history.

QT ST ¢ 31X eRIET elid & §9 7 gg=rel oI 8, 3faerw 1 v avq e
¥ FIN W g

The last remaining artisan engaged in its craft has ceased production, marking the end
of a 200-year-old legacy.

S8 HRITRY A o1 3MTE RIeThR o 3curest e T &A1 g, ST Teh 200 ATer AT €T &
3 &I g g

The Thalangara cap was an essential part of Muslim attire, especially during the holy
month of Ramzan.

YTIRT ST FRETH IRUTT 7 Teh 3Ty fgrar Y, 3y §9 & ufw A Werer &
R |

However, the demand has tapered off and Abdul Raheem, a fourth generation
capmaker and the last custodian of this craftsmanship, halted production six months
ago.

gTallTaR, HTT & 8 375 § 3R reger WA, T atelt it F 2t aarme aret 31K 58 e &
3T EI&TH o BF A Tgel 3cUlc U G|

Mr. Raheem says the art of making the cap is believed to have been taught by the
people who came from Lakshadweep.
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Its mention can also be found in the 14th century writings of Moroccan traveler lbn
Battuta.

ST 3ol 1441 ATedY & AR ATAT AW FooT AT I AWal H 31 ITAT ST HehelT B

Mr. Raheem inherited the craft from his father, Abubakar Musliyar, who made the cap
globally famous over his 60-year career, selling it in India’s major cities and the Gulf.

A WA = Tg FRITRY 391 AT, Hq@h FATAIR & 1o H, TSegied =1t 60 AT Y
3 AgaTd A Al Y fAvasR A 9ffey foham, 38 R & 9@ el 3R @rst et & 9=

Despite the State government recognising the cap as a heritage item, Mr. Raheem
cites a lack of institutional support to promote the tradition.

glellfeh, Ted TIFR o Yt Y Teh ERIET a& & &I H Tg= ¢, A EIH o 3§ WRT &l
JEIaT &t o folT FEUTTT FASA $Y HAY ! T

Traditionally made from pure cotton with minimal machine use, each cap requires at
least 20 days of meticulous craftsmanship.

URARE & & G Tl & Ta18 ST & A AT b1 ogeTaidt 3U209T gielr §, Fedeh ardr
FI T H HHF T A 20 & 1 I § fhar 317 ReT spierer oorar &

At its peak, the industry supported 40 families, but Mr. Raheem’s was the last to remain
in the trade before production stopped.

39e FRAIER W, g 36T 40 IRERY T FALT R 2T, Sifehet 4T W T IRER IR 7
Tg=1 arelT MR 2T, 39 98 & 3care ¢ &Y a1

“The Thalangara cap’s decline signals not just the loss of a craft but the fading of a
cultural identity. Without urgent intervention, this rich legacy may soon become a mere
memory,” says Mr. Raheem.

“YUTIIRT ST T TcTel Shelel Teh SHIRITRT & oJehdTel T Hehcel 61 o, Sioh Ig Ueh AP fcAd
YT o hleh TSe1 b1 Hehel 1 &1 TI=AT ATcehTTeieh §EAATT &, IE HHEY ERIER Seg &1 el
T FTHIA 1 Fehell 8,” AT WA FEd 81

lbn Battuta's 14th Century Writings

Ibn Battuta, born on February 24, 1304, in Tangier, Morocco, was a renowned Muslim
traveler and scholar.

His extensive journeys, covering approximately 75,000 miles (120,000 km), are
chronicled in his famous travelogue, the Rihlah (Travels).

Ibn Battuta embarked on his travels at the age of 21, initially setting out on a
pilgrimage to Mecca.

His adventures spanned nearly three decades, during which he visited regions across
Africa, the Middle East, Central Asia, Southeast Asia, and China.
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His writings provide invaluable insights into the cultures, societies, and landscapes of
the 14th-century world.

Ibn Battuta's Travels in India

In 1333, Ibn Battuta arrived in India during the reign of Sultan Muhammad bin
Tughlag. The Sultan appointed him as a judge (gadi) in Delhi, a position he held for
several years.

During his time in India, Ibn Battuta documented his experiences and
observations of various regions, including:

Delhi: Serving in the Sultan's court, he provided detailed accounts of the city's
architecture, administrative systems, and social customs.

Maharashtra (Daulatabad): He described the Fortress of Daulatabad as one of the
finest in India, noting its strategic significance and architectural grandeur.

Kerala (Kozhikode): Ibn Battuta praised Kozhikode as a prominent port city,
highlighting its bustling trade and cultural diversity.

Karnataka (Honnavar and Mangalore): He expressed admiration for the natural
beauty and tranquility of these coastal towns, noting their lush landscapes and vibrant
communities.

Uttar Pradesh (Aligarh and Kannauj): His writings shed light on the historical and
cultural importance of these cities during the 14th century.

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)

NOAA is a scientific agency within the United States Department of Commerce,
focusing on the conditions of the oceans, major waterways, and the atmosphere.

NOAA I T AR & aTf0Tsa FaemeT & 3HeTd Uk diTieteh Totdll &, i HETHTNT,
YW STATI 3R s i et X Hd B

Key Responsibilities / 9@ faFaemRa.

Weather Forecasting / #ae qaTefaTet: NOAA provides daily weather forecasts,
severe storm warnings, and climate monitoring to protect life and property. NOAA

&foten A JaTegATe, a3 I Adrafadl AR STorary TR JeTet Hdm § drfeh Siae
3 Hafer & 18T g F |
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Ocean Exploration / AR 3{=d¥0T: The agency explores and conducts research
on marine ecosystems and resources. ToHEl GG ITRTEATR 3 3R F@TEEN
ITEETeT 3 3awoT Ll

Environmental Monitoring / 9aTaoT fA9RT=: NOAA monitors environmental
changes, including climate change, and provides data to support environmental policy

and decision-making. NOAA qaifaRoliar aRacialt & faRTet s &, forget STerary
gRade nfAe g, 3R gataror Aifa 3k Aok o & forw 3er uereT war g1

Recent Updates / gTferdm 3r93eH:

Staffing Changes / TeTfher R@dsT: Recent reports indicate that NOAA is facing
significant staffing reductions, with concerns about the potential impact on weather

forecasting and disaster preparedness. gTforar RGIEl & 31HR, NOAA HgcaquT FIfthar
ehelcll T ATHAT Y TeT &, Torad) Ahad JalegreT 3R 31Toer caml 9 SHTTaT Fe7ra b
CETEGILES

NOAA's Collaboration with India / NOAA $Y IR & AT FTSEHT:

Ocean Observations / AT 3fdeiehst: NOAA has a longstanding partnership with
India's Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES) to enhance ocean and atmospheric
observations, improving weather and climate predictions. NOAA &I AR & t([%fr ICEICH

HATEIT (MOES) & HIY AR 3R AHS AT 3acllehall &l d6To1 & [T Teh Srefehiferen
AT B, Tored Hiad 3R Stefarg qaTei# =t & UR gl ¢ |

O N O

Data Sharing / 3T ®THTHIT: In 2021, NOAA and MoES launched a joint
oceanographic data portal, making data from the RAMA-OMNI moored buoy array in
the Indian Ocean publicly available. 2021 &, NOAA 3iR MoES ¥ Teh Tgerd Heg: faeirer

ST AIES e foha, foed e HErR & RAMA-OMNI #RET 31 &Roft & Ser
Ardsifaleh T & IIsE g1 1|

Important Concepts /Hﬁqﬁaﬁwﬁ:

RAMA Array / RAMA &Ioft: The Research Moored Array for African-Asian-Australian

Monsoon Analysis and Prediction is designed to study the Indian Ocean's role in
monsoons, improving forecasts that affect a significant portion of the world's

population. 3TSATERT-TTRIATS-3iTE feraTs ATege fagavor 3 sifaszraroh & fav egatmsT
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Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)

Establishment and Purpose: Founded in 1988 by the United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP) and the World Meteorological Organization (WMO), the IPCC
aims to provide comprehensive assessments of climate change, its impacts, and
potential future risks, along with adaptation and mitigation strategies.

Functioning: The IPCC does not conduct its own research. Instead, it assesses
scientific, technical, and socio-economic information produced worldwide, ensuring
reports are neutral, policy-relevant, but not policy-prescriptive.

Assessment Reports: The IPCC releases comprehensive Assessment Reports
approximately every six to seven years. The Sixth Assessment Report (AR6),
finalized in 2023, highlighted that global temperatures have risen by 1.1°C since the
pre-industrial era, emphasizing the urgency for substantial emission reductions to limit
warming to 1.5°C.

Recent Developments: In November 2024, during the 29th Conference of the
Parties (COP29) in Baku, Azerbaijan, discussions centered on establishing a New
Collective Quantified Goal (NCQG) for climate finance, aiming for $1 trillion to $1.4
trillion by 2035 to assist developing nations in combating climate change.

World Meteorological Organization (WMO)

Establishment and Purpose: The WMO, established in 1950, is a specialized agency
of the United Nations responsible for promoting international cooperation in
meteorology, climatology, hydrology, and related fields.

Functioning: The WMO facilitates the free and unrestricted exchange of data,
information, and research between meteorological and hydrological institutions
globally, supporting disaster risk reduction and safeguarding life and property.
Recent Climate Observations: The WMO reported that 2024 is projected to be the
hottest year on record, with global mean surface air temperatures exceeding the pre-
industrial average by 1.54°C from January to September. This surpasses the 1.5°C
warming threshold for the first time, driven by greenhouse gas emissions and the El
Nifio phenomenon.

Relevance to India

Climate Impact: India is highly vulnerable to climate change, facing challenges like
intensified monsoons, increased frequency of cyclones, and rising temperatures
affecting agriculture and health.
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e Policy Initiatives: India actively participates in IPCC assessments and aligns with
WMO standards. The country has committed to reducing its emissions intensity by
33-35% by 2030 and increasing the share of non-fossil fuel-based energy resources.

e State-Level Actions: States like Uttar Pradesh, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, and Bihar have
developed State Action Plans on Climate Change (SAPCC) to address region-specific
climate vulnerabilities, focusing on sustainable agriculture, water resource
management, and disaster resilience.
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Global coordination can trump efforts
to undercut climate predictions

With the US. administration under Donald Trump taking a sledgehammer to the NOAA, climate predictions may need to be prepared the same way
as the well-coordinated climate projections are in order to protect the overall prediction enterprise from political vagaries and other perturbations

S Paper I: Geography

Raghu Murtugudde

n one of his first acts in his second

term as President of the United

States, Donald Trump fired several

hundred employees of the U.S.
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA). The move
triggered a lot of discussion in the climate
community and beyond about how it will
hurt critical weather and climate services.

The climate community has been

working hard to help people adapt to the
effects of climate change and build
resilience against consequences in the
future, so it does not help that the NOAA
has now been downsized. While this is
unfortunate, this isn’t entirely surprising
considering the NOAA was also under
considerable pressure during Mr. Trump’s
first term as U.S. President.

Predictions and projections

The weather is local while climate is
global, but a good weather forecast still
requires global patterns to be captured
and accounted for. Climate predictions on
the other hand focus on meteorological
changes that occur more slowly across
multiple seasons. Climate projections
offer various possible scenarios for
multiple decades to come.

These projection efforts are
coordinated closely by the UN
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC). All the research centres
involved in preparing these projections
need to follow particular protocols as well
as focus on certain previously
agreed-upon future scenarios. Once every
few years, the IPCC prepares a grand
synthesis of all simulations from tens of
maodels to produce an assessment report.
The latest such report was issued in
2021-2022.

Climate predictions are national efforts
with some coordination under the UN
World Meteorological Organisation
(WMO), especially for global
observational systems. Climate
predictions need the models to be
prepared by ‘initialising’ them before
each forecast begins. Data from all the
relevant sources — including
weather-monitoring stations and satellites
— are fed into the models responsible for
simulating ocean, atmosphere, and land
systems. Different prediction centres
follow different methodologies during this
data assimilation step. Since no single
country can cover the globe with its
observation systems, global coordination
in this enterprise is inevitable.

Climate predictions also tend to be
internal efforts. The participating
countries under the WMO also merge
multiple such predictions to produce a
so-called multi-model ensemble.

But as Mr. Trump’s decision to take a
sledgehammer to the NOAA indicates, we
may need to make climate predictions the
same way we prepare the
well-coordinated climate projections,
with redundancies in the global to
regional predictions, in order to protect
the overall prediction enterprise from
political vagaries and other debilitating
perturbations.

On the plus side, a globally coordinated
climate predictions system will also bring
about higher-resolution models and more
accurate predictions for all countries.
They could also help governments
respond better to the rapidly emerging
suite of extreme events. Many such events
assailed the earth during the

Address

record-setting global warming of 2023
and 2024, and this is likely to continue in
2025. Coordinated predictions will also
benefit from regular global stocktakes that
record the numbers of events that were
correctly predicted and how many
provided meaningful inputs to
governments to prepare for, mitigate,
manage, and recover from climate-related
disasters.

Towards K-scale modelling

The other critical question is whether the
predictions that are available have the
requisite spatial resolution required for
governments to respond to
location-specific disasters. The answer is a
clear ‘no’. Even climate projections do not
offer information at scales required for
regional and local adaptation and
resilience-building. There have been
repeated calls now to move beyond the
current suite of coarse resolution models
used for predictions and projections, to
move towards the use of I-km scale, or
K-scale, models.

Such modelling will require
considerable computing resources that no
one country can afford — yet it also offers
a valuable opportunity to incorporate
climate predictions into international
climate action. As other experts have also
suggested, a global effort can make this
happen, with each region and country
receiving more accurate and more
location-specific early warnings and
seasonal outlooks.

Such coordinated K-scale modelling for
climate predictions and projections
should be a high priority.

Keeping track: The weather is local while climate is global, but a good weather forecast still requires global patterns to be captured and accounted for. a2

A globally coordinated climate
predictions system will bring
about higher-resolution models
and more accurate predictions
for all countries. They could also
help governments around the
world respond better to a rapidly
emerging suite of extreme events

This author has already suggested that
modellers focus less on projecting the
climate until the year 2100 and more on
that at the more socially relevant
timescales of multiple years to a decade
or two.

Modellers currently understand that
uncertainties in projections for the first
couple of decades are dominated by the
natural variability of the climate system
plus limitations in the models themselves.
The ‘IPCC-class” models thus consider
innovation in energy and transportation,
population growth, carbon capture, and
the effects of various climate policies to
understand the possible levels of warming
by 2100.

These projections are envisioned to
capture all eventualities, including
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, the West
Asia conflict, and so on — yet it misses the
downsizing of the NOAA and the exit of a
highly industrialised country from
international climate talks.

A crucial requirement to build
resilience in any sector that depends on
government funding or market forces is a
cost-benefit analysis that justifies its
existence. Obviously, it does not suffice to
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claim that the value of a service is
self-evident. If one prediction center is
doing better than another, questions can
easily be raised about the size of their
workforces and their operational
efficiency. If a smaller workforce is
consistently able to make better
predictions, we need to understand how
and replicate it.

This goes beyond Mr. Trump, who has
no regard for the effects of the U.S’s
continuing industrialisation on the
world’s climate. It is instead about a world
in which modelling centres and efforts
still matter, where public funding is
limited even when it is not a zero-sum
game, to the extent that the centres need
to rationalise their contributions rather
than sidestepping audits in the name of a
climate “emergency”.

Each centre has to be prepared to
defend itself with convincing answers to
the difficult questions. They may not like
the questions but they can still be fair in
the larger economic picture. In the same
vein, a cost-benefit analysis of the IPCC’s
projections is also needed to make the
climate centres more resilient. Overall, it
is crucial to justify the need for continued
long-term projections.

All these factors underscore the need
for resilient climate prediction efforts as a
global enterprise. Any negligence or delay
on this front will only leave the centres
vulnerable to being pared back
themselves. Any system is only as strong
as the weakest link.

(Raghu Murtugudde is retired professor, IT
Bombay, and emeritus professor, University
of Maryland. mahatma@umd.edu)
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Global coordination can trump efforts to undercut climate
predictions

ARaF AHeaT Ty YATTHTA B FHAR HIe & TATHT HT AT &
HHAT &

With the U.S. administration under Donald Trump taking a
sledgehammer to the NOAA, climate predictions may need to be
prepared the same way as the well-coordinated climate projections.

SIATes ST & aAqed A IANHT TATHT @R NOAA T FIR FREATS & FROT,
STy qaATATeAL HT 3H TE W TR FI Y HTTRIFAT g1 Fehell ¢
gegafeyd srearyg yaor fFe Jma

o This will help protect the overall prediction enterprise from political vagaries and
other perturbations.

SEY HYOT qaTTATT JOITelT Y Tstelifora FTPUTAT 3R 3777 sgaeel § S # Heg
e

Trump’s action on NOAA
€9 T NOAA X HRATS

e In one of his first acts in his second term, Donald Trump fired several hundred
employees of the U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).

Y1 GEY FRAFT Y Tgell FRAEAT 7, SKTes T a NOAA & H+3T FAUIRAT I T@Fd
X |

e The move triggered a lot of discussion in the climate community and beyond about
how it will hurt critical weather and climate services.

$H FeH o Foarg FHE AR 3= Al 7 75 T 83 & 6 I8 Ageaqut Atww 3R
STerarg {13t T HY AT TgaTea|

e The NOAA'’s downsizing affects efforts to help people adapt to climate change and
build resilience for future consequences.

NOAA T BYeT T STt STerary aRaciet & forw st Y sregaforer ater 3R srfasar &y
et & A SRR e & garat 1 genfad gl

e The NOAA was under considerable pressure during Trump’s first term as well.

2T & Ugo ST F SR Y NOAA $1RY gara # 47|
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Predictions and projections

qateT AT 3 warqor

Weather is local while climate is global, but a good weather forecast still requires
global patterns to be accounted for.

AT TATART GIelT § STaieh STerary afae, olfehel Teh 37eoT HGH YaTgATT Sl o fow
3R Yeat Y ATt H TG HaTF B

Climate predictions focus on meteorological changes across multiple seasons.

STerary TaieTAT F§ AtaAl 7 g1 are #twa R waeht aRadat ) SR g

Climate projections offer possible scenarios for multiple decades.

ATy YaIqoT A Eerhl F wenrfad aReed gega i 21

IPC and its role

IPCC 3R gwehr s1faraT

These projection efforts are coordinated by the UN Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC).

Y FEXTOT AT FYFA TS F HA-THR! srerarg IRaelet de7er (IPCC) gary gafeaa e
ST 8

All research centres follow particular protocols and focus on agreed-upon future
scenarios.

Faft JrreTeT g fAfdrse Weksia 1 arae F3a § 3R q@-fruifa sfesy & aReeai w
€T Hfed FI B

The IPCC compiles simulations from multiple models to prepare an assessment
report every few years.

IPCC faffiest Atz @ Rerere taid FT Tcds $o anl # T MHde RUIE AR Fam
gl

The latest IPCC report was issued in 2021-2022.
Adiad# IPCC R 2021-2022 & Y #iy a7 Y|

Climate predictions and global coordination

Srerary qaregAreT 3R ARaF wHeay

Climate predictions are national efforts but involve coordination under the UN
World Meteorological Organisation (WMO).

STeraTy YaTAT TSET TATH 814 8, SHehe] ¥ TFFa Tog faea #G#H WrasT (WMO) & a8t

9 N O
AT A
These predictions require data from weather-monitoring stations and satellites to be
fed into models simulating the ocean, atmosphere, and land systems.
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ol QaTegATall & T e ot Teert 3 3uarel @ Se1 &1 AgemR, argHse 3 o
JoTTforat & Al H STl ST g |

e Since no single country can cover the entire globe, global coordination is
inevitable.

Fifer F$ ot 3o W 27 F F 781 F gFan, sufov IRaF woaeag sfAad g
e Countries under the WMO merge multiple predictions into a multi-model ensemble.

WMO & dga &2 [af#eT JaloATeil &l #AeA-AlSe Tehead H Tehlehd #d o

Need for a globally coordinated climate prediction system

dftaF ¥ & gATead STerary qareIATeT JOTTell Y AraRThar

e Trump’s decision to weaken NOAA shows that climate predictions must be made
as systematically as climate projections.

€9 & NOAA FI FHSAR FIa & fA0Ta & yar =erdl & fo STerary qagaAmal 1 searg
YEIqUIT Y e FeAaedd FI & IR FaT 1R |

e Global redundancies in climate predictions will help protect them from political
vagaries and disruptions.

3RTF T R STy @At H TG 3o Toteiifore HEUar 3K sqqemat 4
AT H A e |

e Aglobally coordinated system will lead to higher-resolution models and more
accurate predictions.

dfRTs w7 @ wHAfraa yomreht s=a-Raffeqere Az 3R siftF wéde qaigame gakeaa
Lol

e Governments will be better equipped to respond to extreme climate events like
those seen in 2023 and 2024.

TIEHN 2023 3R 2024 F St 71§ T STeraryg TEATIHT T IgaT A F WHAAT FT qTCd|

o Regular global stocktakes will help track the accuracy of climate predictions and
their effectiveness in disaster preparedness.

frafda s Aeaiee sraarg qatgam Fr TéFar 3R raer Sy & saht yemraeferar
Pl ¢ I H Heg HLI|

Towards K-scale modelling

K -Eahvel ATST #T 3T

e The other critical question is whether the predictions available have the requisite
spatial resolution for governments to respond to location-specific disasters. The
answer is a clear ‘no’.

ST FEcaqT 9 g & fob T 39re alATel 7 gated Ffas Reffeqers ¢ arfeh
TIHN FATA-TAfASE 931t T ATHAT T Toh | ST 30T TASC &F J 'l ¢
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o Even climate projections do not offer information at scales required for regional and
local adaptation and resilience-building.

Igi e foh STerarg Farqor ot 81 3R Tt sreyaeret 3R wearerfaa fasor & fov

3TaeTS YA I STASRRT YSTeT T8l |

e There have been repeated calls to move beyond coarse resolution models used for
predictions and projections and transition to 1-km scale (K-scale) models.

QETeTHTAT 3R FeTquiT & foIw 3uieT fohu SiTe arel 3req-Rtfeqer Atsal 4§ 31 g 1-
el TFer (K-FheT) ATse I 3] ST T @I ARG 8T @2

Pa la
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Challenges and Opportunities of K-scale Modelling

K-Eer ATsferer @ goifaar 3 saae

e K-scale modelling requires substantial computing resources that no single country
can afford.

K-Eaher ATsTorer & fore sl sy feer gamust $r 3mazaesndr gidl &, ford IS Tah &2 31ahet

Igel o181 T FehdT|
e However, it offers an opportunity to incorporate climate predictions into international
climate action.

glelifeh, Ig STerary atefaATal Y AR Terd1g FIaTs H AT FIa FT a6 vereT
AT E|

o A global effort can make this happen, ensuring each region and country receives
accurate, location-specific early warnings and seasonal outlooks.

U ARTF YA T Ig THT & TohdT ¢, [orad TAh &7 3 321 1 T, TUT-RAfdrse
YR darasit st At qagar e g

e Coordinated K-scale modelling for climate predictions and projections should be
a high priority.
Serarg qataAmt AR gagont F frv gwfeaa K-wha Atsfaer w 3= yrafdwar § s

qTRT|

Shifting Focus in Climate Modelling
Srerarg At F wrww agear

e The author suggests that modellers should focus less on projecting climate until
2100 and more on socially relevant timescales of multiple years to a decade or two.

G & Gerd ¢ T Afser fAATarst # 2100 aF Srararg F AT W F7 3R qenfas
T @ IS TAT-HA1ET (F§ aut F v A1 &Y g2rdh) W 7S LU= Higa wyar aifge|

e Uncertainties in projections for the first few decades are dominated by natural
variability of the climate system and limitations in models.
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UEd 6 gl F Farqui F sfafRaaanst & g7 HROT Srerary ot i yrpfas
gRadsrefierar 3R Atsat F HATT g |
o |PCC-class models consider factors such as innovation in energy, transportation,

population growth, carbon capture, and climate policies to estimate possible
warming levels by 2100.

IPCC-Aft & ATsel Fail, TRAF, TATEAT TG, FaeT Foe IR Ferarg At # R
SIE SRehT T €T F W & dlieh 2100 o WHITAT ATaaATer gEf&r T ATt eammam S
TF|

Limitations of Current Projections

TAATT FaIqUil i HATE

e These projections aim to capture all major events, including Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine and the West Asia conflict.

ST FEIYUT T 3EERT TH T Pehel I ATHAT AR qRwH TRIAT Fad S Tt yog@
EICHATSHAT bl AMTTFST LT B |

e However, they fail to account for events like the downsizing of the NOAA and the
exit of a highly industrialized country from climate talks.

glefifeh, I NOAA & B frw aret 3R forelt srcar e aiteafigra Sor & Srerary amatat &
TTET g ST TTTHT I A et F HHB B &

Cost-Benefit Analysis in Climate Modelling

Srerary Arsforar & amra-amst faeeryor

e Resilience-building sectors, whether dependent on government funding or market
forces, require a cost-benefit analysis to justify their existence.

Feaad fAATOT § 3 &1, Te I FIHRY RATior I7 areR Fa@t ) AR g, 37 30
31TEdca I TEY STt & ToIT ATaTe-amst fareawor i 3maedehdr gl |

e ltis not enough to claim that the value of a service is self-evident. If one prediction
center consistently outperforms another, questions arise about their workforce size
and operational efficiency.

Ig g1 Tiee T8 ¢ o Frelt Qar 1 Hew Ta-¥use 31 AT 1S qaiegareT dg d9aR gEy
H IEAR U FIAT &, A 3T FAIIRAT Y FE&AT 3R F=TT &7AdT I JaTel 350 &

o Ifasmaller workforce produces better predictions, it is essential to study and
replicate their methods.

IS o FA AR WEAT ATl g A Y@ITHTA adll 8, ol 37 il HT HEITT AR
YR TT 3TaeTF ¢

Beyond Trump: The Future of Climate Modelling Centers

S @ 3T Sreraryg Aisferer Fak it sy
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e The issue goes beyond Mr. Trump, who has no regard for the effects of U.S.
industrialization on the climate.

Ig Heal T9 & AT ST &, S AR & Jitq@iefiaor & Srerarg wermat Y warg 781 Fa |

e Modelling centers remain critical, yet public funding is limited, even when climate
issues are not a zero-sum game.

ATsfelar g AgcaEr 9 §U &, Y off rdrfors Rerdtwor diffra ¥, ool & SToraryg #eg
FI-TNT Wl (zero-sum game) o 8l

o Centers must rationalize their contributions instead of sidestepping audits in the
name of a climate “emergency”.

Fal FY 3T AETT F ATfda TATAT AT, TN S foh I Terarg " HTATARTA" F AT
W AT § 79

e Each center must be prepared to justify its existence with convincing answers to
difficult questions.

TS Fg T WIS HAcT FT W) S & AT HSeT Teat & 3 390 HIR @ Tl

o A cost-benefit analysis of the IPCC’s projections is needed to make climate centres
more resilient.

IPCC & 9aiqutt & STTa-amet fIeeivor Y H1aegehd & lfch STerary g 30w Hate oot
& |

e Global climate prediction efforts must be resilient. Any negligence or delay will
leave these centres vulnerable.

3fRawF STeraTyg qETTAT TATHT $Y AT TA11T HTERIAF ¢ | HIS 3 SATRETE AT S 37 Fal

9 N 9O

FY IR 1 Tl B
(GS Paper I1: Polity, Governance, and International Relations)

1. In Mauritius, Modi Calls for ‘Free, Secure’ Indian Ocean
AR &, A & FFd, GIara e AR i ghrera
2. EU Strikes Back with Tariffs on U.S. Imports
$ A IARAT ITATT T ek TN STara feaT
3. Resolving the Vexatious Fishing Dispute
Aasteqot weey fare 1 gameer
4. Will Musk Be Expelled from the Royal Society?
FIT ATH I AT AATSET F AShifaa fomam srean?

5. Immigration and Foreigners Bill Not Connected to Grant
of Citizenship: Official
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Tel; THIY

6. Centre Asks Gujarat Court to Serve U.S. Summons on
Adani

$% A TN FIE T 3T FY IARA THAAT & Y Tl

7. In Rajya Sabha, Trinamool calls for short discussion on
duplicate EPICs next week

TSIHHT &, JOIHS o I FOATE Foelidhe EPICs I o =T
&Y AT Y

8. Indian Railways to dig ponds under govt.’s Mission
Amrit Sarovar

TEHR & AT 3 TR & d8d AR Ted drere @ieam

9. APAAR ID system voluntary, but activists and parents
raise concern over growing mandates

APAAR 3TE3) yumrel Tdfeas, dftheT siedr 3T afsmas
Tea e AT R AT Farw &
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In Mauritius, Modi calls for
‘free, secure’ Indian Ocean

GS Paper ll: lndia-Mauritius|

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday said a
“free, open, secure, and
safe” Indian Ocean was a
common priority for both
India and Mauritius.

Mr. Modi, who is on a
two-day state visit to the is-
land nation, said this while
delivering a speech along-
side Mauritian Prime Mi-
nister Navinchandra
Ramgoolam.

He also conveyed India’s
unambiguous support for
the sovereignty of Mauriti-
us over the Chagos archi-
pelago.

Civil servants’ training

“In the next five years, 500
civil servants of Mauritius
will be trained in India. We
have also agreed to settle
trade matters through lo-

ane Minister Narendra Modi attends the Mauntlus Natlonal Day
celebrations in Port Louis on Wednesday with Mauritius PM
Navinchandra Ramgoolam and President Dharambeer Gokhool. ANI

cal currencies. The Prime
Minister and I agree that
defence cooperation and
maritime security are im-
portant parts of the stra-
tegic partnership between
the two sides. Free, open,
secure and safe Indian
Ocean is our common
priority,” Mr. Modi said af-

ter the bilateral talks.

The two sides also
sealed eight memoran-
dums of understanding, in
cluding one that will allow
settlement of trade issues
through local currencies.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

In Mauritius, Modi
Calls for ‘Free,
Secure’ Indian Ocean

AT &, AT
HETATR Y ghTeld T

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday said
a “free, open, secure,
and safe” Indian Ocean
was a common priority
for both India and
Mauritius.

UHTAHAT oG AT o
TEAR &I Fgl 6 "7,
e FgrR o 3k
AT Y T GHET
wrafAFar gl

e Mr. Modi, who is on a two-day state visit to the island nation, said this while delivering
a speech alongside Mauritian Prime Minister Navinchandra Ramgoolam.

i 7Y, S 58 gdT TS & &Y e TP gR W E, 7 I8 91 AN F gt
aﬁaﬁam&m?wwaﬁgaﬁl
e He also conveyed India’s unambiguous support for the sovereignty of Mauritius
over the Chagos archipelago.

3egiel AT SEITHHAE T ARG Y T[T & T HR HT FISC FHAT e foha|

Civil Servants’ Training

ATTRE THT HT gALTOT
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“In the next five years, 500 civil servants of Mauritius will be trained in India.
"379Tel 9T ST H, AR F 500 ARTRE Fqa! 1 AR # FfATRTT fomar Smeer|

e We have also agreed to settle trade matters through local currencies.

§HA T AT & ATETH I AR ATHAT F fAger w off JgAfa saad Hr |

e The Prime Minister and | agree that defence cooperation and maritime security are
important parts of the strategic partnership between the two sides.

TTHAT 3R 58 o1 & HgAd ¢ 1o T8I WEaT 3R o JRat At gaii & e
Torifare amEert & Agcayur HET

e Free, open, secure, and safe Indian Ocean is our common priority,” Mr. Modi said
after the bilateral talks.

Hqed, Garl, U 3R Wit e 7eramR g/l e graffswar g, A #dr a3
gfageftar arat & a1 e

e The two sides also sealed eight memorandums of understanding (MoUs), including
one that will allow settlement of trade issues through local currencies.

alet qait o 3Te WHSAT A=t (MoUs) W 8t g&car e, foreet & v wurehar aygmait &
ATETH { SATIR AL & fATer 1 31ATT gam|

Chagos Archipelago (IR SHIHHE)

e The Chagos Archipelago is a group of over 60 tropical islands located in the
Indian Ocean, about 500 km south of the Maldives.

e Itis one of the most remote island groups in the world and has been at the center
of an international territorial dispute between the United Kingdom (UK) and
Mauritius.

Geographical Location (sitnfars fufa)

e Coordinates: 5°S to 7°S latitude and 71°E to 73°E longitude.
e Surrounding Regions:
o North: Maldives
o South: Seychelles
o West: African coastline
o East: Sumatra (Indonesia)
o Largest Island: Diego Garcia, which houses a US military base.

Historical Background (¥faeifae gessfa)

e 16th Century: Discovered by Portuguese explorers.

e 18th Century: Came under French control as part of Mauritius.

e 1814: The British took control of Mauritius (including Chagos) after the Treaty of
Paris.
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1965: The UK separated the Chagos Archipelago from Mauritius, creating the British
Indian Ocean Territory (BIOT).
1966: The UK leased Diego Garcia to the United States, establishing a major

military base.

1967-1973: Forced displacement of the native Chagossians to Mauritius and

Seychelles.

Legal and Political Disputes (st 3R Teretfa® )

2019: The International Court of Justice (ICJ) ruled that the UK's control over the
Chagos Archipelago was unlawful and that it should return the islands to Mauritius.
2021: The United Nations (UN) recognized Mauritius’s sovereignty over Chagos.
2022: UK and Mauritius began negotiations over the future of the islands.

Strategic and Environmental Importance (Irsiifas 3iv qafavoiiy #gea)

Military Base: Diego Garcia is one of the most important US military bases,
playing a key role in operations in the Middle East and Asia.

Marine Protected Area (MPA): The UK declared Chagos a Marine Protected Area
in 2010, leading to disputes with Mauritius.

Biodiversity: The region has one of the world's most pristine coral reef
ecosystems with rich marine biodiversity.

EU strikes back with
tariffs on U.S. imports mports

[GS Paper II: EU-US

Sriram Lakshman
LONDON

The European Union (EU)
on Wednesday announced
that it will impose counter-
tariffs on U.S. imports, re-
taliating against President
Donald Trump’s steel and
aluminium tariffs, hours
after they came into effect.

The countermeasures
will amount to tariffs on
€26 billion of U.S. goods
entering the EU, equivalent
to Mr. Trump’s targeting of
$28 billion of EU goods en-
tering U.S. markets.

“We deeply regret this
measure,” European Com-
mission President Ursula
von der Leyen said, refer-
ring to Mr. Trump’s move

to impose 25% tariffs on
steel, aluminium, and pro-
ducts based on these from
the EU and other jurisdic-
tions.

Impact on 5% goods

The U.S. tariffs will impact
5% of all EU goods exports
to the U.S., the EU said in a
statement.

The first Trump admi-
nistration had initially ap-
plied these tariffs in 2018.
They are referred to as
“Section 232” tariffs,
named after a provision
under U.S. trade law per-
mitting tariffs for reasons
of “national security”.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

EU Strikes Back with Tariffs on U.S.

$Y @ AN ITATT 9T Yook M STara
fe

The European Union (EU) on Wednesday
announced that it will impose counter-tariffs on
U.S. imports, retaliating against President
Donald Trump’s steel and aluminium tariffs,
hours after they came into effect.

T § (§9) & FUAR F1 Biyon A fF T
ARG ImaTeT W afareelt e eemeen, St Iegafa
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31Tes €9 F T 3R TeIfATATH 9= 9T 1T e & Fara A g,
Hel 91g ST 9 IHT gUl

e The countermeasures will amount to tariffs on €26 billion of U.S. goods entering the
EU, equivalent to Mr. Trump’s targeting of $28 billion of EU goods entering U.S.
markets.

wfcienell uTat 7 S A gaer e arel €26 fAfweT & IANST FrATE! W ek walam, S A
€9 AT AR TSR 7 g3er T arer €28 R & 7 3eE} &1 20T A0 T F
IR &

o “We deeply regret this measure,” European Commission President Ursula von der

Leyen said, referring to Mr. Trump’s move to impose 25% tariffs on steel,
aluminium, and related products from the EU and other jurisdictions.

&H S8 FhaA W G WS Sk Hldl o, JUIT TN Y EA&T IYAT dleT ST AGT o gl
TE 3o I gU R A g F § 3R 3w el A W, vegfafaas 3k weftd searei w
25% YE oo

d
2

9

Impact on 5% Goods
5% 3¢UTEl X THTT

e The U.S. tariffs will impact 5% of all EU goods exports to the U.S., the EU said in a
statement.

AR e S W AN 1 faTa BFe Se arer Fear 5% 3earal 1 yenfad Hm, $g
T 3T H gl

e The first Trump administration had initially applied these tariffs in 2018.
TEd S FATH o & ek 2018 H Ugell IR o] fohe |

e They are referred to as “Section 232” tariffs, named after a provision under U.S.
trade law permitting tariffs for reasons of “national security”.

St "WHAT 232" e el STl ¢, Sl HANHY SATIR Fefet F Aedd " TSI & F
HRON { Yoh AT T AT S aTd raeTe 7 A1 & |
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Resolving the vexatious fishing dispute

|GS Paper II: India-Sri-Lanka |

ast week, the Leader of

the House in the Sri

Lankan Parliament,

Bimal Rathnayake, called
upon the Indian and Tamil Nadu
governments to take “decisive
action” against “ illegal fishing in
Sri Lankan waters”. Mr.
Rathnayake, also the Transport
and Highways Minister, is a key
figure in the ruling Janatha
Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP)-led
National People’s Power (NPP)
government.

While acknowledging the
support of India in general, and
Tamil Nadu in particular, to his
country during the civil war, the
economic crisis, and floods, Mr.
Rathnayake made it clear that “the
real help” would be to help
protect the livelihood of
Tamil-speaking fishermen of the
Northern Province, who have
been “victims of illegal fishing”.

In recent years, this is the first
time that a high-ranking dignitary
from Sri Lanka has spoken so
strongly about the festering Palk
Bay fisheries dispute, which
should have been resolved long
ago. In March 2015, the then Sri
Lankan Prime Minister, Ranil
Wickremesinghe, defended the
response of the Sri Lanka Navy to
Indian fishermen and termed it as
legitimate to “shoot fishermen”
trespassing into Sri Lankan waters.

A pernicious practice

So far, neither the External Affairs
Ministry nor the Tamil Nadu
government’s representative has
reacted to Mr. Rathnayake’s
statement. This is not surprising; it
is an open secret that fishermen
from the districts of
Ramanathapuram, Pudukottai,
Thanjavur, and Nagapattinam in
Tamil Nadu, and from the Karaikal
district of the Union Territory of
Puducherry, have been crossing
the International Maritime
Boundary Line for fishing, in
pursuit of their livelihoods. More
than illegal fishing, fisherfolk of
the Northern Province have been
complaining about bottom
trawling by Indian fishermen.
Widely condemned for its
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Talks between

the fishermen of

India and Sri
Lanka could
pave the way
for an
agreement to
put an end to
bottom trawling

destructive impact on marine
ecosystems, bottom trawling is
responsible for nearly half of all
discarded fish and marine life
globally and disrupts the breeding
cycle. The asymmetric economic
relationship between the Tamil
Nadu fishing community, which is
wealthier, and the Sri Lankan
fisherfolk from the Northern
Province, which is recovering
from the aftermath of the civil war,
complicates the situation. The
north Sri Lankan fishermen, who
depend on conventional forms of
fishing, are seeking a sustainable
solution to protect their waters
from over-exploitation.

At the same time, the Indian
fishermen are constrained by
many factors. There is a small area
available for fishing within Indian
waters, which is marked by rocks
and coral reefs. The Tamil Nadu
Marine Fishing Regulation Act,
1983, restricts fishing activities
along the Tamil Nadu coastline.
Unlike the current 24-hour
voyages in the Palk Bay region, the
duration for deep-sea fishing,
which has long been suggested as
an alternative to the fisherfolk,
takes around three weeks and
naturally involves higher costs of
operation and labour. Moreover,
diversification requires fishermen
to change their orientation, which,
in a traditional occupation, can
only happen in a gradual manner.
It is for these and other reasons
that the joint scheme executed by
the Union and State governments
for deep-sea fishing since July 2017
has come as a cropper.

Needless to say, the
governments of India and Tamil
Nadu should do more to wean
away fishermen from the
pernicious practice of bottom
trawling, such as by promoting
seaweed cultivation, open sea cage
cultivation, and sea/ocean
ranching. The least the Union
government can do is to merge the
%1,600-crore Palk Bay deep-sea
fishing scheme with the
¥20,050-crore Pradhan Mantri
Matsya Sampada Yojana. This will
help fishermen participate more
in deep-sea fishing, given the
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higher unit cost allowed for
deep-sea fishing vessels.

The importance of talks
But Mr. Rathnayake must be aware
that given the complexity of the
problem, it is not so easy for any
government to bring about such a
transition swiftly, let alone
seamlessly. What he did not
address was his government’s
attitude towards facilitating talks
between the fishermen of the two
countries. Both the Indian and
Tamil Nadu governments have
favoured the resumption of talks
between fishermen; these were
last held in New Delhi in
November 2016. At the last Joint
Working Group meeting in
Colombo in October last year, the
Indian team raised the demand for
talks. Even a delegation of
fishermen from the Northern
Province, who recently met
officials of the Indian Consulate
General in Jaffna, expressed its
willingness to resume discussions
with their counterparts on the
other side of the Palk Bay. But
surprisingly, the NPP government
has been silent on this matter.
Nothing much can be read into its
attitude since it has not even
completed six months in office.
The next few months would, in
fact, be ideal for the talks to take
place, as the annual
two-month-long ban on fishing in
the eastern coast of India
ordinarily begins in mid-April. The
senior JVP leader would do well to
convince his colleagues, both
within and outside the regime, of
the need for negotiations which
could pave the way for an
agreement between the two sides
to put an end to this practice.
Opposition MP Mano Ganesan said
that Colombo should take up the
fisheries dispute with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, who is
expected to visit Sri Lanka in
April. Colombo will then have an
excellent opportunity to not only
support the resumption of talks
between the fishermen, but also
offer to host the negotiations.

ramakrishnan.t@thehindu.co.in
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Resolving the Vexatious Fishing Dispute

AANGYUT A faarg F1 gATUA

Last week, Leader of the House in the Sri Lankan Parliament, Bimal
Rathnayake, urged the Indian and Tamil Nadu governments to take
“decisive action” against “illegal fishing in Sri Lankan waters”.

oo geaE, Aaes G8e F e & AdT f9F7aT ITTaF F ARET 3R
affreeaTs TR & " SlidTs STer 819 7 Ay ATl gFhsa F @erw
"o FIETS" FI HT 3T AT

Mr. Rathnayake, also the Transport and Highways Minister, is a key figure in the
ruling Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP)-led National People’s Power (NPP)
government.

A Tearaas, S aRager 3R Teraet 7@ o €, waree Sterar e 9T (JVP) garr
HaTfd TS AU (NPP) TSR # Ueh 7@ I ¢ |

While acknowledging India’s support to Sri Lanka during the civil war, economic
crisis, and floods, he stated that “real help” would be to protect the livelihood of
Tamil-speaking fishermen in the Northern Province, who have been victims of
illegal fishing.

sreiet # TEgey, M Hehe AR a1E & 2RI R & FTALT HT TABR A g, gl
gl foh "areafas® Aeg"” Ig g foh affier st AgaRt i smshifasr r grfera s,

S I der Aol yHEa F RFER @

This is the first time in recent years that a high-ranking Sri Lankan dignitary has
spoken so strongly about the Palk Bay fisheries dispute, which should have been
resolved long ago.

g &1l & quT A Ygell R & oI« [ohdl! 3od I TS MUTAY ATFd o Ireh WIS AET
mﬁﬂgasﬁa@uﬁﬁm@f%,fifﬁaga%ﬁgayﬁmmaﬁaw

In March 2015, then Sri Lankan Prime Minister, Ranil Wickremesinghe, defended the
Sri Lanka Navy’s actions against Indian fishermen, calling it legitimate to "shoot
fishermen" trespassing into Sri Lankan waters.

A 2015 H, 37 THY & Aelhrg yurars=h Afaer Frafde 2 srdr agamt & f@ems
AeiehT$ ARIAT Y FRETE 7 TG FA §U Y " Mo ol 839 A THYS FTA aTed AGARY
Y Aol ARAT der FATIT 2T

A Pernicious Practice

T gIahR$ TUT
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e So far, neither the External Affairs Ministry nor the Tamil Nadu government has
reacted to Mr. Rathnayake’s statement.

e oo, Fager #amery 3N affieerg TR A st T & a3 ) A yiafwar 38 g

e ltis an open secret that fishermen from Ramanathapuram, Pudukottai, Thanjavur,
Nagapattinam (Tamil Nadu), and Karaikal (Puducherry) cross the International
Maritime Boundary Line (IMBL) for fishing.

Ig U Gl W ¢ [ THATIGRA, YghIees, doTgy, ARTIE s (affrerang) 3 sdawe
(TG & AGIN FASET FHA AT I@T (IMBL) IR FI HSoll T3t ATt o |

e More thanillegal fishing, Sri Lankan fishermen complain about bottom trawling by
Indian fishermen, which is widely condemned for its destructive impact on marine
ecosystems.

AT AT THgA § 3T, MelHhTs AFIN HRAT AGIHRT @R fT 71w ates gifer 6
TR et €, o wopd oo o ax Rsmererdy werrar & fow samaess v @ faier &
STelt 81

e Bottom trawling is responsible for nearly half of all discarded fish and marine life
globally and disrupts the breeding cycle.

sicH gifeiar 3TReeh TR UX TSI 3T AT 7T ASet HR A Sfiaer & fow fSeAer §
3R worete T B I FAT

e The asymmetric economic relationship between Tamil Nadu’s wealthier fishing
community and Sri Lanka’s Northern Province fishermen, who are still recovering
from the civil war’s aftermath, complicates the situation.

AffeeTg & WoeY AT WHE 3N sliee & 38 vid & gagaed AgHRT & O
AT A Fayr [T 1 3R Sfee gera ¢

e Northern Sri Lankan fishermen are seeking a sustainable solution to protect their
waters from over-exploitation.

3o AITHTS AGIMN 39eT STl &1 A1 HTA-2M0T & F=et & Forw vep ATt FaATereT by #far
el

e The Tamil Nadu Marine Fishing Regulation Act, 1983, restricts fishing activities
along the Tamil Nadu coastline.

dAfAeTg AL AET qrele faferaset srffaas, 1983, affdarg dev@r T Al thsa
1 rfafaferat & gfasfa Har g

e Since July 2017, the Union and State governments’ joint deep-sea fishing scheme
has failed to yield results.

TS 2017 &, WG IR T TIHRI Y TIFA TEY FHA HET TTelel Frotl FHRICHS
gRoma & # Rwe W

e The Union government should merge the ¥1,600-crore Palk Bay deep-sea fishing
scheme with the ¥20,050-crore Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana to
encourage deep-sea fishing.

&% TIFR 1 €1,600 F3 Y T WIS 76T FHA AT FISTlT &1 20,050 F5 Y
FUTAHN HET Tl Aot 7 THATAT =RV ATk TEX FHL AET ITelel I dgraT el T
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The Importance of Talks
qIdT &1 Aged

e Mr. Rathnayake did not mention his government’s attitude towards facilitating talks
between Indian and Sri Lankan fishermen.

it T 7 379N THR A ARAT AR Heiars AFART F e arar ) gerar & i Ay
IR 1 feoqofy 78T Fr|

e The last fishermen’s talks were held in New Delhi in November 2016.
31 AGIHRT Y AT AR 2016 # 71§ feelt 7 g5 2|

e Atthe Joint Working Group meeting in Colombo (October last year), India
demanded the resumption of talks, but the NPP government has remained silent.

Frera H Roer A IrFcas & WIFT F1E WIfg AT IoF &, HRA o a1 BT { Y& F A
T Y, AfheT NPP SX&R o 1§ wiafrar a8t &

e Opposition MP Mano Ganesan suggested that Colombo should discuss the fisheries
dispute with PM Narendra Modi, who is expected to visit Sri Lanka in April.

et wiwe A arotersT & goira AT o Fioie @ T Avg A F WY 7w faag
W T4t FE aiiRe, o st A e F R W awa ¥

e This visit could be an opportunity for Sri Lanka to support fishermen’s talks and
host negotiations.

Ig a7 SiterT & AT ARt i arat #t gade & 3 arat ST FE # e I
T 8l
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Will Musk be expelled from the Royal Society:

Why are some fellows of the Roval Society in Britain demanding the removal of billionaire Elon Musk from the Society? Have scientists resigned over the issue?
Why is the Society hesitant on being seen as taking a ‘political’ decision? Why was Musk given membership in the first place?

[GS Paper II: International Organizations |

EXPLAINER

Atanu Biswas

The story so far:
he 365-year-old Royal Society
in Britain, one of the most
reputed scientific institutions in
the world, is experiencing a
crisis that raises fundamental concerns
about the role of a top scientific
institution. The Royal Society’s former
members include notable figures like
Isaac Newton, Charles Darwin, Albert
Einstein, and Stephen Hawking, among
others. Becoming a member of the Royal
Society is frequently regarded as the
culmination of an extensive research
career, and fellows are chosen after a
rigorous process. The Royal Society also
imposes a code of conduct on its fellows
once they are elected. Of late, there has
been a growing demand to rescind Elon
Musk’s fellowship for violating the code.

Who is making the demand?

In 1775, the German scientist and writer
Rudolf Erich Raspe was expelled from the
Royal Society after being accused of
“divers frauds and gross breaches of
trust”. Today, the actions of the world’s
richest man has been deemed a “threat to
science” by numerous scientists.

The first fellow of the Royal Society to
resign over this matter was Dorothy
Bishop, emeritus professor of
developmental neuropsychology at the
University of Oxford. In 2024, she lodged
two complaints with the Royal Society.
“On both occasions they consulted
lawyers, and it may well be the case that
the lawyers are concerned about the
prospect of legal action,” she told the
BBC. Another fellow, Andrew Millar of the
University of Edinburgh, did the same in
February this year.

An open letter to the president of the
Royal Society, currently British statistician
Adrian Smith, has been signed by almost
3,500 members of the wider scientific
community. Stephen Curry, an emeritus

Scientific temper: U.S. President Donald Trump and Elon Musk shake hands in front of a Tesla
cybertruck, at the White House in Washington, on March 11. REUTERS

professor of structural biology at Imperial
College London, penned it and expressed
similar dismay. Fellow of the Royal
Society, Al pioneer, and 2024 physics
Nobel Prize winner Geoffrey Hinton also
wrote on X that he was in favour of Mr.
Musk’s removal. “I think Elon Musk
should be expelled from the British Royal
Society. Not because he peddles
conspiracy theories and makes Nazi
salutes, but because of the huge damage
he is doing to scientific institutions in the
US,” Mr. Hinton wrote. Mr. Musk replied:
“Only craven, insecure fools care about
awards and memberships”.

What have been the charges?

Many fellows believe the billionaire’s
inflammatory remarks on British
politicians have breached the Royal
Society’s code of conduct. Scientists have

also expressed concerns regarding Mr.
Musk’s conduct within the current Donald
Trump administration. In his leading
position at the U.S. Department of
Government Efficiency (or DOGE), Mr.
Musk has overseen unprecedented cuts to
funding meant for scientific research. He
has also been spreading false material and
engaging in political propaganda on his
social media platform, X. His company
Neuralink recently reported developing a
novel brain-computer interface. Although
this is a worthwhile objective, the
research methodology is distinguished by
Mr. Musk’s resistance to allowing others
to influence his methods. This has
resulted in allegations of non-compliance
with ‘Good Laboratory Practice’
regulations. Additionally, Mr. Musk’s
slanderous charges against public
scientists like Anthony Fauci and other

public personae have also drawn criticism
from a number of scientists. Mr. Musk is
also accused of encouraging vaccine
hesitancy and baselessly doubting the
foundations of climate change science.

Why has he not been expelled?

The Royal Society counts more than 1,700
fellows, and at least 60 of them have
signed Mr. Curry'’s letter to have Mr. Musk
expelled. But not everyone in the
scientific community agrees with it. For
instance, Nobel laureate Andre Geim of
Manchester University stated, “Musk is
certainly an eccentric, but his
achievements beat those of any of his
critics in the Royal Society. Very few can
say that they achieved similar [feats] in
their lives.” According to the Society, Mr.
Musk was elected in 2018 ostensibly in
appreciation of his contributions. He was
the lead designer at SpaceX, where he
oversaw the development of reusable
rockets and spacecraft for missions to
earth orbit. He oversaw the design,
engineering, and manufacturing of
products for the electric car company
Tesla, which first popularised EVs. He also
developed ultra-high bandwidth
brain-machine interfaces to connect the
brain to computers at Neuralink.

It might be politically challenging to
revoke Mr. Musk’s fellowship at a time of
increasing tensions between the U.S. and
the U.K. Some have claimed that
removing Mr. Musk could undermine
public confidence in science as it would
erode the integrity of science by
obfuscating its separation from politics.

What next?
Following a meeting of the body on March
3, 2025, Elon Musk’s Royal Society
fellowship is still in place. A statement by
the Society following the meeting did not
mention Musk. The group decided to
“look at potential further actions” that
would “counter the misinformation and
ideologically motivated attacks on both
science and scientists.”

Atanu Biswas is professor of statistics,
Indian Statistical Institute, Kolkata.

Will Musk Be Expelled from the Royal Society?
FT ATF B I WA ¥ fsawiiaa fear smean?

Royal Society’s Crisis

I AATSE FT Hhe
e The Royal Society, a 365-year-old prestigious scientific institution in Britain, is
facing a crisis regarding the membership of Elon Musk.

forder i 365 wrer qurett wfafPsa demfas v, Waer AR, vaw 7FF A geegar
AFT HFC FT GIHAT T @ 8

Address

THE GIST

v

The first fellow of the Royal
Society to resign over this
matter was Dorothy Bishop,
emeritus professor of
developmental
neuropsychology at the
University of Oxford. In 2024,
she lodged two complaints
with the Royal Society.

v

The Royal Society counts more
than 1,700 fellows, and at least
60 of them have signed Mr.
Curry’s letter to have Mr. Musk
expelled. But not everyone in
the scientific community
agrees with it.

v

Some have claimed that
removing Mr. Musk could
undermine public confidence
in science as it would erode the
integrity of science by
obfuscating its separation from
politics.
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e Notable past fellows include Isaac Newton, Charles Darwin, Albert Einstein, and
Stephen Hawking.
35U I3 VY Hawd 3gele =g, e sifde, Iread FEET 3R T gifdhar @ 8
e Becoming a fellow of the Royal Society is considered a prestigious achievement
after arigorous selection process.
T AHATSE T Fell 16T FOR TIT YIHAT F 916 TF YfATSST ST AT ST &
e The Society imposes a code of conduct on its fellows, and Musk is accused of
violating this code.

AT 39 FEEAT TR ATIR FRAT o) Felt 8, 3R AFF I 39 AT F7 Sected Fa 1
IR

Who Is Demanding Musk’s Removal?

ATF & fTSHTHT Y AT FieT T @I 2

e In 1775, German scientist Rudolf Erich Raspe was expelled for fraud and breach of
trust.

1775 &, AT defas T3lew TRE TET 1 @) 3 feamrera & 39 & Asefa

T T I 4|
e Today, scientists argue that Musk is a "threat to science".

37T, dTeren) &1 AT & F 7w "R & e e §

o Dorothy Bishop, an emeritus professor at Oxford, was the first to resign over the

issue.
itrars fareafagamey # vaARew Wikas SR faery 3w e W 3TcwT & arel vgelt
e ot |

e She filed two complaints in 2024, but the Royal Society sought legal consultation
before taking any action.

3egiel 2024 # & FAFRId gof FUS, AAfehet Tae AATSE o Fefalr qmret foram i &1

cafd v &7 for|
e Andrew Millar of the University of Edinburgh resigned in February 2025 over the
same issue.

ufSereet frafacaray & vsy Aew o weadt 2025 # 36 FHRoT FEdwT 2|

e An open letter to the Royal Society’s president, Adrian Smith, has been signed by
nearly 3,500 scientists.

e WATSE & rewet, Ui3as Ay I o 71w e gat a9 9% @9rsmer 3,500 denfevat
gEaer e ¥

e Stephen Curry, a professor at Imperial College London, expressed similar concerns.
SFARTT FI dge & THAT TG H o 3 Y avg Y Riansit #f sga fFam

¢ Geoffrey Hinton, an Al pioneer and 2024 Nobel Prize winner in Physics, supported
Musk’s removal, citing damage to scientific institutions in the U.S..

Page27

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
Pa c (s YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS
ey CONTACT: 9971932488

w3Ts faehwa 3 2024 & Sifadr e [EER fstar forahs Reee & 7%F & s
wHdeT a1, 7 Fed gV ik seela IR 7 denfas weumal S THuT ggar ¥

Musk’s Response

ATF Y ufaferar

e Inresponse to criticism, Musk dismissed the Royal Society’s significance.

AT & a1 H, AFF o T AATSE) & AGed ) IR FT 2T

e He wrote on X (formerly Twitter):
o "Only craven, insecure fools care about awards and memberships."

3egiel X (qF 7 gfaey) w feram:
o "@ddl sVUIP IR IGRIET HE & ORI 3N TGEI AT # Gelg IR 81

Why Is the Royal Society Hesitant?
e wraTgdt e i W e

e The Royal Society is cautious about being seen as making a "political decision."
I VAE 57 AT ) " Tor s Ao & 9 F 2@ S F 99 W@ 2

e Lawyers have advised against immediate expulsion, fearing legal action from Musk.
qeRIeAl & dehrel TSIl § el Y TelTe &l §, FiToh FEh Hlefalt HIATS I Tohdl &

e The Society has historically avoided political controversies and prefers internal
resolutions.

Teyr A AMaerfs w0 & i el & gt seme W@ @ 3k anafis gamure gwe e
gl

Why Was Musk Given Membership?
ATH Y HeTgdT F41 &t 1S 412

e Musk was elected as a fellow of the Royal Society in 2018, recognizing his
contributions to space exploration (SpaceX) and electric vehicles (Tesla).

HEF I 2018 F WA AATSE HT Hall ToAT 1T, 3oTah HaARET =Avor (FHTaH) 3K
gafFee aree (Sam) F ATETa HY AeIaT & g

e At thetime, his technological achievements were seen as aligning with scientific
advancement.
3 THY, 3eTch dhelieh! AGTIRT 1 dMITAF FaTfer F 3TwT AT 17|

e However, recent controversies and alleged misinformation have led many to
guestion his suitability as a fellow.
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glefifeh, grel 1 faaTereag aeamsit 3R FRAT o Fa=mait & FHROT 376 FeFTa1 |
HaTe 35 7 § |

Conclusion: Will Musk Be Expelled?
forswy: Fa1 AT F AswHifaa R smeen?

The demand for Musk’s removal is growing, with scientists resigning and signing
petitions.

AEF F frsawraa 1 77 98 W Y, 3R s sedwr 3 @ § 7 aRent | geaar
W

The Royal Society is hesitant, fearing legal consequences and political
implications.

el BT ieT W &, Fif 38 et aRomAT 3i Ter=ifas gemat #1 = 3

Musk’s own dismissive response indicates that he may not contest the decision if
expelled.

HEF Y G HT 398TcAS fafdar gaufch ¢ i 3fe 3¢ frsawmfaa frar srar @, v a s
TeAtel el & T |

The final decision will depend on whether the Royal Society prioritizes its ethical
code over legal risks.

T 0T 58 X AeR T o e aramsdt svs Afas dfgar 1 weEn e @
ITOF yrafAwar & & a7 141
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Immigration and Foreigners
Bill not connected to grant

of citizenship, says o

GS Paper II: Inmigration Act|

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A day after the Immigra-
tion and Foreigners Bill,
2025 was introduced in
Parliament, a government
official clarified that the le-
gislation is not connected
with any matters related to
grant of citizenship.

The official said the Bill
was a comprehensive legis-
lation to regulate all mat-
ters relating to foreigners
and immigration that are
currently  administered
through four Acts — the
Passport (Entry into India)
Act, 1920, the Registration
of Foreigners Act, 1939, the
Foreigners Act, 1946 and
the Immigration (Carriers’
Liability) Act, 2000. The
four Acts are proposed to
be repealed.

The official said the Bill
retained several provisions
in the four Acts, and it also

Move to ensure
better compliance of
foreigners with the

immigration laws

had certain new provisions
to meet the present-day re-
quirements. This Bill was
in line with the Govern-
ment of India’s policy of
simplification of laws, ease
of doing business and mi-
nimising compliance
burden.

“Key provisions in the
Bill include mandatory re-
quirement of valid travel
documents for entry into,
stay in and exit from India,
constitution of a Bureau of
Immigration, power for de-
portation of illegal foreign-
ers from India, mandatory
reporting of information
about foreigners by hotels,
universities and education-
al institutions and hospi-

ficial

tals, nursing homes etc. to
enable tracking of over-
staying foreigners, obliga-
tion of carriers to share in-
formation on passengers
as per international prac-
tices, compounding of cer-
tain offences to enable
ease of compliance bur-
den,” the official said.

The simplified language
in the Bill was likely to help
in smooth administration
of the provisions and en-
sure better compliance of
foreigners with the immi-
gration laws. “It will pro-
vide adequate legal back-
ing to  immigration
functions, its agencies and
functionaries, help in tack-
ling the problem of illegal
migration into India and fa-
cilitate tracking of move-
ment of overstaying fo-
reigners in India. It will
also help in reducing the
compliance burden,” the
official said.

Immigration and Foreigners
Bill Not Connected to Grant
of Citizenship: Official

ITyarEe 3T e fdas
AR AT YeId i & gafad
Tel; RN

Clarification on the Immigration
and Foreigners Bill

ITyarE< 3R fadef fFdas w
FISEHRI0T

. A government official clarified that
the Immigration and Foreigners Bill,
2025, introduced in Parliament, is not
related to the grant of citizenship.

TR HTAFRT & Tase fmar i 2025 &1
ITyaTEe AT el FdTs, S dag F 9o
T a3, AR AT YeTeT Fe @ G g
gl

The Bill aims to regulate matters related to foreigners and immigration, replacing
four existing Acts.

Iz [T fefrl it rvaras ¥ 44T Al F AT = & & s R g,

Acts to Be Repealed
it srfarferer T fFe meer

O O O O

3R R e FTee B iR Fm)

The four Acts that will be repealed:
Passport (Entry into India) Act, 1920
Registration of Foreigners Act, 1939
Foreigners Act, 1946
Immigration (Carriers’ Liability) Act, 2000

St R rfafaae 3gg fre ameer:
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o UTHNE (R & yaer) rfafasT, 1920
o faefRrat & gshievor srfafawe, 1939

o Taeft srfafawer, 1946

o JTYATES (qrge &Iar) fafaga, 2000

Key Features of the Bill
fadrs & g Rahyan?

Mandatory requirement of valid travel documents for entry, stay, and exit from
India.

AR & 93T, Yar 3R A & fore der Iram gwaaer e g

Establishment of a Bureau of Immigration to monitor and regulate immigration
effectively.

3maraeT Y fARrt 3R AT & forw  JmrvareeT sy Y T i e
Power to deport illegal foreigners from India.
rder T & TR & AR = &1 AfoaR|

Mandatory reporting of foreigner information by:

o Hotels, universities, educational institutions, hospitals, and nursing homes.

o Helpsin tracking overstaying foreigners.

et & SIHRT & & srfeardar:
o gred, Rrafdearey, Y Feu, srevdre 3R i g
o 3HY AU T A ogN AT i IRt 7 weg et

Obligation of airlines and transport carriers to share passenger data as per
international norms.

TRATEH 3R aRase aEHl F HAET AR F HTAR AHAT A ATHRY AT FaA!
ol

Compounding of certain offenses to reduce compliance burden.

gmm%ﬁaﬁﬁmﬁaﬁmﬁwmml

Objective of the Bill
fadas #1355

The Bill is in line with the Government of India’s policy of:
o Simplifying laws
o Improving ease of doing business
o Reducing compliance burden

Ig T8 TR TXHR Y A & o IR e ara &
o Il BT WIS FeATeAT
o THTHTT FIA A AT TG
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o JITele ST I HA HIAT
o Simplified language in the Bill will help in better administration and compliance with
immigration laws.

T HTNT o HROT WIALTAT FHT g TAHT AR Jreparersr glafeaa frar s amam|

o It will strengthen legal backing for immigration functions and help in tracking illegal

migration.
IE HTHATHT F1aT & ForT Feet MR AT #3913 3rder yarwsT A Rt 7 ggraar
M|

e Ensures smooth regulation of foreigner movement while minimizing compliance
difficulties.
Ig faeRRrat #t smaremd) F gare w0 & Rfaafda 3 A segares f #iearsat w1 w7
HL|

Conclusion: A Step Towards Efficient Immigration Management

sy g ITYaTE e Y i A v FeHA

e The Immigration and Foreigners Bill, 2025 aims to replace outdated laws, improve
foreigner tracking, and enhance security.

2025 FT 3myaras 3 fdeh Rdus [ FeE! F agee, R e gem sk

&I AT FI1 T JIAH FIATE |
e The Billis not linked to citizenship but focuses on immigration regulation and
deportation of illegal foreigners.

I 9T aeiiear @ gafrd €1 &, e 3mvaras fafagss 3l srder Refaat &
et o Higa Bl

e The implementation of this Bill will play a crucial role in strengthening India's
immigration policies.

5 A0 T HrATeade SR $Y HTYGH Afaal HY AT FI & Ageaqor s{fAHT
fasmeam|
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Centre asks Gujarat
court to serve U.S.
summons on Adani

Request for service of summons received from Central Authority USA

under Hague Convention; case against industrialist for alleged bribery

}GS Paper II: Hague Convention

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

he Union Law and
I lJustice Ministry in
February forward-

ed a summons from the
U.S. Securities and Ex-
change Commission to a
sessions court in Ahmeda-
bad for it to be served on
industrialist Gautam Adani
at his address in the city,
the Union government
confirmed to The Hindu.
“Under consideration is
a request for service of
summons received from
the Central Authority USA,
under the Hague Conven-
tion for Service of Judicial
and Extrajudicial Docu-
ments in Civil and Com-
mercial Matters, 1965,” the
government said in an in-
ternal note provided to The
Hindu. “The documents
have been checked and
found to be in consonance
with the Hague Conven-
tion. We may, if approved,
forward the documents to
the District & Sessions

Gautam Adani

Court, Ahmedabad, Guja-
rat for effecting service
upon the respondent.”

The letter to the ses-
sions court is dated Febru-
ary 25. The Hague Conven-
tion allows a signatory
country to directly request
an agency in another coun-
try for assistance in serving
legal papers for cases filed
abroad.

In conjunction with fed-
eral prosecutors in the
Eastern District of New
York, the SEC sued Mr.
Adani and his nephew Sa-
gar Adani, in their capaci-
ties as executives of Adani

Green Ltd, for allegedly
concealing from American
investors “the equivalent
of hundreds of millions of
dollars in bribes to Indian
government officials to se-
cure their commitment to
purchase energy at above-
market rates that would
benefit Adani green and
Azure Power”, a solar
energy plant operator. The
case is ongoing at the U.S.
District Court for the East-
ern District of New York.

While the lawsuit led to
considerable uncertainty
for the Adani Group, the
firm is reportedly acting on
hope that the new adminis-
tration in the U.S. under
President Donald Trump —
which has paused all enfor-
cement of the Foreign Cor-
rupt Practices Act, 1977 —
would lead to less move-
ment in the legal matters
against Mr. Adani. The Fi-
nancial Times reported re-
cently that the Adani
Group has resumed scout-
ing for business opportuni-
ties in the U.S.

Centre Asks Gujarat Court to
Serve U.S. Summons on Adani

&g o TSI FIE F IHGTA Y
IARET A G Y Tl

U.S. Summons Forwarded to
Ahmedabad Court

AN GAA FEHASETG HIC T AT
T

. The Union Law and Justice Ministry
confirmed that in February 2025, it forwarded a
U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission
(SEC) summons to an Ahmedabad sessions
court for service on industrialist Gautam Adani.

FERT FITT AR AT FATET 7 IRe Y F wead
2025 # 381 Z.vw. TR vz vaasier FHReT
(SEC) &1 §H IgHCTEIE o +a1ITeg i
Segnrafa il rer! 1 Fige & fow ds|

. The request came from the U.S. Central
Authority under the Hague Convention for
Service of Judicial and Extrajudicial
Documents in Civil and Commercial Matters,
1965.

I IO IFARFT & FET TrftraHIor & 3w, S

1965 & &1 FFA (1A% 3 -+ graral i dar § F&ftq) & dgd fFar =

1|

The government verified the documents and found them in compliance with the
Hague Convention before forwarding them to the District & Sessions Court,

Ahmedabad.

IR o GEATESA Y AT Y 3R 358 39T TFASAT & A6 T, Forashs a1g S IgHAgEG

ST U9 99 AT Y A fear |

Allegations Against Gautam Adani

T 31T 9T FTINT AT HRT

The SEC, along with U.S. federal prosecutors in New York, has filed a lawsuit
against Gautam Adani and his nephew Sagar Adani.
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f&eTs e arax R B
o The allegations state that Adani executives concealed bribes worth hundreds of
millions of dollars to Indian officials.

IR & 3TER, et FfaFRET o s st # dwsi Ao ster #1 Reaa
e T a1 US|

e The bribes were allegedly given to secure above-market energy contracts,
benefiting Adani Green Ltd and Azure Power, a solar energy company.

frega w7 w7 ¥ 39 a3 I 3t wlie gaRaa F& & v & o8, 5w argeh e
fafAes 3R w2 qrav @1 e g3

e The case is currently ongoing at the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of
New York.

I HATHAT +q1F & §¥est Bfecae & A qa W@ g

Legal and Business Impact on Adani Group

IETe FHE T Fefa! AR e germa

e The lawsuit has created uncertainty for the Adani Group, impacting investor
confidence.

38 AFCH o T FHE F forw sfafReaaar dar v & ¢, Ty et a1 s genfad
e
e The Financial Times reported that the Adani Group is hopeful that the new Donald

Trump administration in the U.S. may halt enforcement of the Foreign Corrupt
Practices Act (FCPA), 1977.

IS [l TFH $T Rl & 370N, 3T Hofg Imenfead ¢ o 3RS A Seres o
T YRITH o clgd faaedt srserar faamor srfafaasr (FCPA), 1977 &l o] el 0 ek ofeT
Fehdll &

e The Adani Group has reportedly resumed scouting for business opportunities in the
U.S.

T FHE o FRT al W IANST # caraaniis sl f @ R F qEF &R

Conclusion: A Crucial Legal Battle for Adani Group

fasd: el wopg & o v Agcaqut FreE! a3

e The U.S. SEC case against Gautam Adani is a major legal challenge, with potential
impacts on business operations and international reputation.

Titaer 3raret & TRew 3HARFT SEC T ATar v 8 gt goldl §, foraem v
UG TATA 3T AR 9fasaT oY 98 b & |
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The Indian government’s role in serving the U.S. summons indicates global
cooperation in legal matters.

HRAT TR GaRT HARST WA Y A1 # AT o711 IR Fleqedt Fgr 1 giier

gl

In Rajya Sabha, Trinamool
calls for short discussion on
duplicate EPICs next week

[GS Paper Ii: Election Commission |

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Opposition on Wed-
nesday paused its protest
in the Rajya Sabha on the
issue of duplication of elec-
tor photo identity cards
(EPIC) and the delimitation
exercise for a day. The Tri-
namool Congress called for
a short discussion on the
voter ID issue next week.

In a sign of thaw bet-
ween the Union govern-
ment and the Opposition
in the Upper House, Rash-
triya Janata Dal leader Ma-
noj Kumar Jha presented
his concerns on the voter
id issue during the Zero
Hour, when members can
raise issues of national im-
portance.

In a democracy, it is not
enough to have regular
elections, it is equally es-
sential that the body con-
ducting these elections ap-
pears to be fair, Mr. Jha
said. “This [Parliament] is
the temple of democracy
and democracy thrives be-
cause of elections. If the
procedure and process of

election is compromised
and there is a smell of
fraud therein, then noth-
ing will be left,” Mr. Jha
said.

‘Matter of concern’

He said that each EPIC is-
sued by the Election Com-
mission carried a 10-digit
number. The first three di-
gits of the number signified
the Assembly constituen-
cy. It is a matter of concern
that voters from different
States have the same num-
ber, he said.

Mr. Jha demanded that
the EC determine the ex-
tent of the problem, inves-
tigate from where the
fraud started, and take ur-
gent corrective measures.

QQ :)frt(])fedure and

process of election is
compromised and there
is a smell of fraud
therein then nothing
will be left

MANO] KUMAR JHA
RIDMP

He said the EC should issue
a separate list detailing vo-
ter deletions, new addi-
tions and modifications.
“Whenever apprehensions
are aired, they have to be
addressed... Serious ques-
tions have to be answered
and responded to in a se-
rious manner,” Mr. Jha
said.

Earlier, Congress leader
Pramod Tiwari and Trina-
mool leader Derek O’Brien
spoke on the issue.

“There are at least seven
or eight Opposition par-
ties, why don’t you take up
a discussion under Rule
176 (short duration) discus-
sion. We are not here to
disrupt the House,” Mr.
O’Brien said.

In Rajya Sabha, Trinamool calls
for short discussion on
duplicate EPICs next week

TSIGHT H, JUIHAA o 3T ToadTd
gCellehe EPICs 9T o =raf & AT

The Opposition paused its protest
in the Rajya Sabha on Wednesday
regarding duplication of elector
photo identity cards (EPIC) and the
delimitation exercise for a day.

faraeat 3 qUar FT TsIwIHT A AT
WY 9gdTe 97 (EPIC) &Y sf&vet 31T
qREHT 37T F Heg W 3T e
FI T foeT F forw e f&am

. The Trinamool Congress called for a
short discussion on the voter ID issue next
week.

OTHE FHIAH o1 37eTer WCATE AdGIAT IgdTe 97 &
HE& IX oY =41 Y AT A

Concerns raised during Zero Hour

YFIHT & GNIeT 3315 15 FRAare

In a sign of thaw between the Union government and the Opposition, RID leader
Manoj Kumar Jha raised his concerns on the voter ID issue during Zero Hour.
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EIFT & SRIT AACTAT gl I F Hea T 9=t st #t sawa |

He stated that in a democracy, regular elections are not enough, it is equally essential
that the body conducting elections appears to be fair.

3-giet gl foh dieheT #, fAafdra Tara FHI= & waited 781 8, Sfosh Ig o 3aeas ¢ i
AT HI aTell FEUT farsaat fewms |

“This [Parliament] is the temple of democracy and democracy thrives because of
elections.”

"I [HHG] A F1 AT § 3 AFaa Tt & FROT § ST wer d1-

If the procedure and process of elections are compromised and there is a smell of
fraud, then nothing will be left.

e gaara Fr wfirar 3 o 7 715 e @l 7 3 3w S f smerwT At B, A
o off 7t a=hom|

Duplicate EPICs: A matter of concern

gCellehe EPICs: Tah 18I fRram &1 fawr

Each EPIC issued by the Election Commission carries a 10-digit number.
TG ATANT IRT ST YeAF EPIC 3 10 T &7 e §ar ¢

The first three digits signify the Assembly constituency, but it is concerning that
voters from different States have the same number.

g A 3F RUTHTHT 847 &) ST &, Jfeher Ig Riar &1 fawg & & 3rerer-3reer U3t &

Aderan3it & 99 UF ) deT ¢
Mr. Jha demanded that the Election Commission determine the extent of the
problem, investigate its origin, and take urgent corrective measures.

A T T AT @ FH FAEAT Y AHRAT FT qAqT TR, SHb Fied T S et 3R

dchIel GURIcHS HGH 3Tel Y HIT AT |
He also suggested that the EC should issue a separate list detailing voter deletions,
new additions, and modifications.

3eeiet Ig ¢ GATa T foh AT HTANT Y AAGTAT g, AT Ssar 3 weer=At 1 v
3rereT i S FEA g

Serious questions have to be answered in a serious manner, he said.

3T TeAY 1 I8fiRaT A 3R feT AT TfRw, 3iar FaTl

Opposition demands discussion under Rule 176

fager ¥ fAIH 176 & dgd I4T Y AT Y
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o Congress leader Pramod Tiwari and Trinamool leader Derek O’Brien also spoke on
the issue.

F Aar waAre faardt 3R qureer Aar ¥ A 7 o 58 Heg W e a1 |

o O’Brien suggested a short-duration discussion under Rule 176, saying that they
were not there to disrupt the House.

T A fTH 176 % T oY Ay Y = 1 gAa o, Iy el gC 6 Heel
I Fa & fore a1t e &)

e He pointed out that at least seven or eight Opposition parties were interested in the
discussion.

Sogiel ITAT o ®F ¥ F G919 A7 373 Aueh gor 5@ 797 & s @ T
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Indian Railways to dig
ponds under govt’s
Mission Amrit Sarovar

IGS Paper II: Government chemes -

CHENNAI

The Indian Railways will
dig ponds as part of the Un-
ion government’s Mission
Amrit Sarovar that aims to
address the critical issue of
water scarcity in the
country.

Amrit  Sarovar  was
launched in April 2022
with the ambitious goal of
constructing or rejuvenat-
ing 75 ponds in each dis-
trict of the country. The
project made significant
progress and as of October
2024, more than 68,000
ponds have been complet-
ed, rejuvenating surface
and groundwater availabil-
ity in various regions.
These ponds have not only
addressed immediate wa-
ter needs but also esta-
blished sustainable water
resources.

Phase 2 of the mission
was launched with a re-
newed focus on ensuring
water availability, with
community participation
(Jan Bhagidaari) at its core.
It aims to strengthen cli-
mate resilience, foster eco-
logical balance, and deliver
lasting benefits for future
generations.

As part of these initia-
tives, the government
roped in the Railways for
desilting, excavating iden-
tified waterbodies or con-
structing new ones at suita-

The mission was launched with
goal of constructing 75 ponds
in each district of the country.

ble sites in the vicinity of
railway lines.

Railway authorities
were told to request the
respective district authori-
ties to identify possible
sites for the creation of
new waterbodies near rail-
way worksites.

The excavated material
would be used in railway
embankments, wherever
the quality of the soil is
found suitable for rail con-
struction.

The Railways would
work in close coordination
with the Rural Develop-
ment Ministry.

The Union government
has sent letters to the Chief
Secretaries of all the States
and Union Territories on
the role of the Railways in
Mission Amrit Sarovar,
sources said, adding that a
substantial number of
ponds would be rejuvenat-
ed or constructed by Au-
gust 15.

Indian Railways to dig ponds under
govt.’s Mission Amrit Sarovar

THR & AU 3 d TR & T&T AT
YeTd dTelTe @eam

Indian Railways will dig ponds as part of the
Union government’s Mission Amrit Sarovar to
address water scarcity in the country.

AR T 2T H STl HHT T GHATETT il & [T
Fg TER F AU 39d TR F g arera
@]

. Mission Amrit Sarovar was launched in April 2022 with
the goal of constructing or rejuvenating 75 ponds in each
district.

forereT 3rya SRR 3rdter 2022 F % R I 4, o T &
e & 75 aramat 1 faATor A7 ersiiae Far |

Progress of Mission Amrit Sarovar

farereT 39y JRa i warfa

o As of October 2024, more than 68,000 ponds have been
completed, improving surface and groundwater availability.

el 2024 T, 68,000 § AT ATclTal T FAATT A TH L,
fSrerdr 1 3 s{ater Y SUTstrar # JUR g3 &

. These ponds not only addressed immediate water
needs but also established sustainable water resources.

ST dTellsll 1 dAchTel STel ATARAFHATIHT Y U FI F WTY-WIY
w1z srer waTee oft Tl o

Phase 2 of the mission

frereT T qEr Tor

e Phase 2 of Mission Amrit Sarovar was launched with a focus on ensuring water
availability with community participation (Jan Bhagidaari).
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forerer 3raga WRET F1 gERT =T 4% T o, foree antafe sl (ster smefterd) &

Y ST SUeretrdl AR i av SR ferm aram|

e Itaims to strengthen climate resilience, foster ecological balance, and provide
lasting benefits for future generations.

SHHT 3652 Aearg WeaTefierdl 1 FTqd FAT, TIRTEYTAF TJeler qaTC 7@ 3K srfasT
&1 fifeat Fr Qi dTer YerT FIAT 8

Role of Railways in the Mission

forereT 3 Yo Y ffRraT

e The government has involved Indian Railways for desilting, excavating
waterbodies, and constructing new ones near railway lines.

TIER A HRAT Yord 1 Srarerat A e fAwres, gars w3 AR o amgat & g av
ST qe & faw anfaer R g

o Railway authorities will coordinate with district authorities to identify suitable sites
for new ponds near railway worksites.

Ta ITAHIOT fSraT TR & |1 TAaT F3F I09d ST Tl & I AC dramE) & fow
3YYFA YTl HT TgTT FT|

e The excavated soil will be used for railway embankments if it meets construction
quality standards.

geré Y 378 AT T 39T Yo deaet F faAvor F R sreem, Ife; s@ehr aqorear foTor
HITehT & 3eT&T gl |

Government’s directives to States and Union Territories

et 3R dg anfla weert & WER & Ader

e The Union government has sent letters to Chief Secretaries of all States and Union
Territories regarding the role of Railways in Mission Amrit Sarovar.

¥5 TR A wslt ot 3 g anfia et & e afle # o a9 ¥ et e sege
TS H YA Y H{fAFT 1 3eaw A = g
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e A substantial number of ponds will be rejuvenated or constructed by August 15.
15 3 % T3 HEAT A ATATal HT GASH e AT AT AT AT ATCATS FATT SATCH |

APAAR ID system voluntary, but activists and
parents raise concern over growing mandates

[GS Paper Il: APAAR IDs |

~ Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

Parents and activists worry
that it could become near-
impossible to opt out of the
Education Ministry’s Auto-
mated Permanent Aca-
demic Account Registry
(APAAR) ID for school stu-
dents, though enrolment is
supposed to be voluntary.

The APAAR ID ties into
DigiLocker and the Aca-
demic Bank of Credits
(ABC), which the govern-
ment hopes to use to stan-
dardise students’ school
transcripts in a uniform
way as a “single source of
truth”.

However, the APAAR ID
system has drawn scrutiny
on data privacy and neces-
sity grounds. While the
Education Ministry has
said in a document on its
website that getting an
APAAR ID is not mandato-
ry, the Central Board of Se-

condary Education (CBSE)
told schools in a circular in
January that it expects
them “to ensure 100% sat-
uration of APAAR IDs for
all students”, a directive
that many schools have ta-
ken as a mandate.

APAAR IDs are linked to
Aadhaar, and some pa-
rents who are willing to en-
rol their children have re-
ported issues linking the
students’ Aadhaar with
APAAR, due to spelling
mismatch between their
name in school records
and the Unique Identifica-
tion Authority of India (UI-
DAI) database. Such pa-
rents must be referred to a
Common Service Centre to
update children’s docu-
ments, the CBSE said in its
January circular.

“The APAAR ID system
presents significant risks,
especially in the collection
and handling of minors’
sensitive data, including

APAAR presents certain risks,
especially in the collection of
minors’ sensitive data.

personal and academic in-
formation, without adeq-
uate legal safeguards or ro-
bust data protection
measures,” the Internet
Freedom Foundation, a
Delhi-based advocacy
group, wrote in December.
The Education Ministry
has admitted that there is
no law to mandate APAAR
IDs for parents who do not
want to enroll their chil-
dren in the registry.
Another advocacy

group, the Software Free-
dom Law Centre, India,
has published a form that
parents can use to inform
schools that APAAR is not
mandatory, to persuade
school administrations
that enrolment cannot be
compelled. Sandeep
Hegde, a Bengaluru-based
parent, pushed back
against APAAR at his
child’s school, and was
able to get the school to
back off from the request,
at least for him.

But recent steps at the
State level may make it har-
der for schools to listen to
parents in these cases.

U.P. decision

In Uttar Pradesh, the Di-
rector-General of School
Education indicated last
week that it was using
APAAR to find discrepancy
in school enrolment re-
cords, and that it would
hold officials responsible if

major changes were found.
In another case in Bah-
raich district, madrasas
which did not enrol their
students were warned that
they would be de-recog-
nised if they did not start
APAAR enrolment.

Making such an ID man-
datory in schools “directly
contradicts the Supreme
Court ruling in K.S. Puttas-
wamy v Union of India
[2019 (1) SCC 1], which held
that Aadhaar — an essential
requirement for obtaining
an APAAR ID — cannot be
mandatory for access to
basic education,” advocate
Apar Gupta, IFF’s founder
director said.

“Such coercive mea-
sures by the government —
both at the Central and
State level — puts immense
pressure on parents as oth-
erwise they may risk losing
educational benefits or
even accessing education
completely.”

APAAR ID system voluntary, but activists and parents
raise concern over growing mandates

APAAR 3TEd) yurrel Tdfeas, dfthe sriedr 3T afrsmas

dea sfad P R AT Farw &

Parents and activists worry that it could become nearly impossible to opt out of
the Education Ministry’s APAAR ID for school students, despite enrolment being
officially voluntary.

AfATER! 3R FRIFA3T F Rar § F ook & e A3raT fY APAAR TS ATHTST HY

T o a1 31T &), AfFa SUW a8 o= T AT &Y WhdT &1
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e The APAAR ID is linked to DigiLocker and the Academic Bank of Credits (ABC),
which the government hopes to use to standardize students’ school transcripts as a
“single source of truth”.

APAAR 3T€8) Y DigiLocker 3ix Academic Bank of Credits (ABC) ¥ Si¥eT i &, 59
THR BTET Y THel AR F ATHFT T & AT TF “tHAT T AT HTIH
YT it T AT AT KT &

Concerns over data privacy and necessity

2T MuATET 3T 3TaTFdr &) d& R/ae

e The APAAR ID system has drawn scrutiny over data privacy concerns and its
necessity.

APAAR TESY YOTTell 9T 32T MYARIAT 311X SHEY 3maeqahdT &Y o HaTel 31T T |

e While the Education Ministry has stated on its website that APAAR is not
mandatory, the CBSE issued a circular in January stating that schools must ensure
100% saturation of APAAR IDs for all students.

eIt FYRTT FATAT & 379 d9HTSE W FgT ¢ 7 APAAR 3rfaard gt €, oot CBSE &
ST & v IR9T IR fRaT, Torae et a1ar for @it ot & farw 100% APAAR 3mssY
gfAfeaa $ smeh @il

e Many schools have interpreted this directive as a mandate.

&S Topell of 39 farder 1 v rfovard T & v F foar 81

Challenges with Aadhaar linking
YR o Tt 7 31T T FATIW

e APAAR IDs are linked to Aadhaar, and some parents willing to enroll their children

have faced issues due to spelling mismatches between school records and the
UIDAI database.

APAAR 3MT$3! T 3TUR & ST 1A §, 31N Fo 3113staehi o1 Tl Rels 3R UIDAI 3e@

H AT Y g Beet g1 & FRT TATIAT3T FT FTHAT HIT 97|

e The CBSE’s January circular stated that such parents must visit a Common
Service Centre to update documents.

CBSE & SteTadY a9 7 gT 7737 foh ¥ fASTaeh! &) a4l F gEdrdst U3 i & fav
HTAA GiaH YT AT M|

Criticism from advocacy groups

HATHATTOIS HISAT hY AT AT
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The Internet Freedom Foundation (IFF), a Delhi-based advocacy group, warned in
December that the APAAR ID system presents significant risks in collecting and
handling minors’ sensitive data.

feedlt feuda WarasT Internet Freedom Foundation (IFF) o7 f&&eR & dara=ir &r o
APAAR 3&3} orrel) Ararfarant & gagereiier 327 ) v ida 3 q&afa &t & i @
dar FIA B

The group highlighted the lack of adequate legal safeguards or robust data
protection measures.

IFF & 3 off samam i 3@ womrelt F qaeq Fieget et 3urat 3R #Asrge et gan st
FrFA P

The Education Ministry has admitted that there is no law mandating APAAR IDs for
parents who do not wish to enroll their children.

e FATerT F FRFR AT § B Tu1 1 Fef 161 § S AfAsmasl F APAAR €St o=
& faT areg Far @

Resistance from parents and advocacy groups

ATATEFT 3R ATAITSIF HersaAT &7 faer

The Software Freedom Law Centre, India, has published a form that parents can
use to inform schools that APAAR is not mandatory.

Software Freedom Law Centre, India & & Bt SIRY a3, fordr arfarsmmass Tell 1
i Fa & fAw 39ahr 3 g 8 F APAAR sfaard adi 1

Sandeep Hegde, a parent from Bengaluru, successfully persuaded his child’s
school to back off from requiring APAAR ID.

ST F UF HRATEF TG 93 A T T F Tl T APAAR TS Y Afer § i
gea & forw Il T fo|

However, recent steps at the State level may make it harder for schools to listen to
parents in such cases.

gTelifeh, T FIX IX §Tel & A IBTC T FgAl & HROT, TRell & T rfsmmaehi H a1
oAl HST g1 FheT ¢

U.P. decision

IR yeur 1 favky

In Uttar Pradesh, the Director-General of School Education indicated last week that
APAAR was being used to find discrepancies in school enrolment records.

3R Yo A, Tt RNeT F Agifadas 2 oo aedg Hand e & Fher AT RS &
fraerfaat &1 9ar e & AT APAAR &7 393597 f3RT 517 @1 |

Officials would be held responsible if major changes were found in enrolment
records.

IR ATHF RP1E H 92 I5ATG ITC AT &, aF FRAFRINAT 1 FFAgR se3rm sream|
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Madrasas warned in Bahraich district
gs ™ fore / ASTAY &Y Adrast

« In Bahraich district, madrasas that did not enrol students in APAAR were warned
that they would be de-recognised if they did not start the enrolment process.

TS ST A, 5T #ASTAT A 379a STHT AT APAAR & ATHTRT AT ST, 3o JATIAT
qTCd HI T AdTgelt & TS|

Legal concerns over mandatory APAAR

HfAGE APAAR FY AT FTefeit FRIame

e Making such an ID mandatory in schools contradicts the Supreme Court ruling in
K.S. Puttaswamy v. Union of India [2019 (1) SCC 1].

Tell # 58 SN ) FfAA T A FIE & Hw (K.S. Puttaswamy 11T HRT H
[2019 (1) SCC 1]) T Seerer FHIT &

e The ruling stated that Aadhaar — which is required for APAAR — cannot be
mandatory for access to basic education.

58 thifel 7 gl 31T AT foh TUR — S APAAR & fT amaeas § — # giarardy Rem &
fore srfaart €t sarT 3T gar|

Impact on parents and students
FfFemaei 3R omEl 9 g

o |FF founder-director Apar Gupta criticized these measures, stating that such coercive
actions by the government create immense pressure on parents.

IFF & SEYT9e A& YR e =1 Se7 3TN Y HTelTdolT I §U gl foh ThR &aRT 36
TE F SHAFN HeH JAHATGH! 9T 9 g9 ST &

(GS Paper lll: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, IS)

1. Retail Inflation at 7-Month Low as Food Prices Decline /
@iy FAdl A PRIEe & FROT a1 AL 7 A & el
FAT W
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2. Solapur Handloom Industry Struggles for Recognition,

Buyers / BYATYY gUHTET 3GANT FI ggarl AR @RI F faw

ey

3. Hydraulic Sludge Robot Deployed in SLBC Tunnel /
THTAEE! GO 7 grssifaie Ferer Qa1 delra

4. A.P. Govt. to Consider Giving Pension to All
Thalassemia Patients / 3 9e2T TR Teft ddifaam

AT B T2l o I AR FHLi
5. What the Recent GDP Data Revisions Reveal / gifardr
SENY Ser Faers T et &

6. The Dangerous lllusion Cast by Development Rankings /
7. Should India Focus on Its Global Image or Domestic

Concerns? / FIT ARd &) 39«1 39+ o @ ear a1
AT AT € Heal T2

8. Is the Government Stifling the Online Gaming Sector? /
FIT GIPR ATAATSA ATAT YFeT Y gaT W@ 872
9. Parliamentary Panel Asks Centre to Spend More on

Agriculture, Rename Ministry / HHET e A FE A FRA W
31T @ F 3 FATAT T ATH TG 1 RAHIier A
10. Popularise Fortified Grain Scheme, Especially in

States with Rice-Heavy Diets: Panel / ferelae 31<TTeT Q1T
& [ 77 & Irad-UT Tsat A AT qa10; et
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11. Cong., DMK MPs Walk Out of LS Over Nod to
Project Near Pakistan Border / 9TferEdTeT HIHT & 91H

TRASTAT Y FHS W FH, SIS FHGT FT AFTHAT
qHIATZE

12. Lok Sabha passes Bill to boost investments in oil

and gas sector / de 31X 3T &7 A A3y ge & AT
NHTAT A T aiRa fFar

13. After Bharti, Jio allies with Musk’s SpaceX for
Starlink net services / #Rd! & a1g, forat & #TF i

AT F 1Y TERIAF ¢ a3t & e gEiedr fA

14. Industrial output growth hastens to 8-month high of
5% / 3ieANF 3cuTas a8 ALHT F IoaaH Fa 5% T

g

15. Feb. equity MF inflows plunge 27% on declining
stock market returns / ®adt # sfFadl I w3 A foraer

27% ORI, Fe&id ATdHe H fRTae I

16. The promise of mycelium bricks against climate
change / Srerarg aRader & f&eme Agafaas et
. W
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Retail inflation at 7-month
low as food prices decline

Consumer price inflation drops to 36% in February 2025; with growth slowing for the fourth

straight month, inflation is now below RBI 4% target, increasing chances of a repo rate reduction

[Gs Paper Ill: Economy |

Ashokamithran T.
MUMBAI

ndia’s retail inflation
l dipped to a seven-

month low of 3.6% as
food prices eased in Febru-
ary 2025, led by vegeta-
bles, pulses, and eggs. The
annual change in consum-
er prices was 4.26% in Ja-
nuary 2025.

The increase in the Con-
sumer Price Index (CPI),
which measures the retail
prices, has slowed for the
fourth consecutive month
and is now lower than the
Reserve Bank of India’s
(RBI) target inflation of 4%.
This increases the likeli-
hood of another 0.25% re-
po rate cut by the RBI next
month, say economists.

“There is a decline of 65
basis points in headline in-
flation of February 2025 in
comparison with January

Easing prices

12
Consumer Food

Price Index inflation

10
8.7

4 4.83
CPlinflation

Cooling food prices push the February
retail inflation to a seven-month low

3.75

AT 3.61

0
April  May June July Aug. Sep. Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb.

e 2024

2025

2025. It is the lowest year-
on-year inflation after July
2024,” the National Statis-
tics Office (NSO) said, while
releasing the CPL.

A basis point is one-hun-
dredth of a percentage.

The NSO data showed
that the Consumer Food
Price Index (CFPI) in-
creased just 3.75% in Fe-
bruary, the slowest in al-
most two years. CFPI stood

Source: National Statistics Office

at 59% in the previous
month. Vegetable prices
deflated 1%, after seeing
double-digit inflation in
most months of the finan-
cial year. Among vegeta-
bles, tomato prices deflat-
ed, and potato inflation
slowed, while onion prices
rose at a quicker rate.
Wheat prices rose 8.8%
in the reporting month,
slightly more than the 7.8%

seen in January 2024. Puls-
es and products inflation
entered negative territory
for the first time in the cur-
rent fiscal, deflating 1.35%
in February.

The easing of food infla-
tion comes on a higher
base as, for the better part
of 2024-25, food prices
rose at a pace of over 5%.

Price rise for urban con-
sumers slowed to 3.3%,
compared with 3.9% in the
previous month. Rural
consumers saw inflation
dip to 3.8%, from 4.6% in
the previous month.

Retail inflation was the
highest in Kerala at 7.3%
and the lowest in Telanga-
na at just 1.3%. Nine of the
22 States had inflation
above 4%. Varying food
prices are the reason for
this differential, says Ma-
dan Sabnavis, Chief Econo-
mist at the Bank of Baroda.

Retail Inflation at 7-
Month Low as
Food Prices
Decline

grey A4 H
fRmae & FRor gew
A 7 A &
f=rel TR W

India’s retail inflation
dipped to a seven-
month low of 3.6% as
food prices eased in
February 2025, led by
vegetables, pulses,
and eggs.

R # YU HEE
WIE 2025 H 3.6% & 7

A & frel Tt W ug 78, FAwH A&7 FRoT Ao, arel 3 373§

The annual change in consumer prices was 4.26% in January 2025.
STeTadl 2025 H IUSIFAT Hed TR 4.26% 7|

The Consumer Price Index (CPI), which measures retail prices, has slowed for the
fourth consecutive month and is now below the Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI) 4%

inflation target.

T Hed A9 el SUHITAT Hed Gahis (CPI) sMar =t 7 off#T gam 3R 319
e Rerd 8% (RBI) & 4% Aerehifa @& § = 3m g |

This increases the likelihood of a 0.25% repo rate cut by the RBI next month, say

economists.

HAATETT & TR, SHY 3Tel AR RBI GaRT 0.25% Y9Y & Felelt hT T ¢ 718

gl

“There is a decline of 65 basis points in headline inflation of February 2025
compared to January 2025. It is the lowest year-on-year inflation since July 2024,”
said the National Statistics Office (NSO).
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Ig SeT§ 2024 & 916 § FaA o I FEEhIfd 8, T Fifeaehr Frafed (NSO)

$eT|
A basis point is one-hundredth of a percentage.
T YR 34 Tfaerd T WG #9781 &

Consumer Food Price Index (CFPI) Trends
3YNFAT WIT Hed FaFia (CFPI) & T

The Consumer Food Price Index (CFPI) increased just 3.75% in February, the
slowest in almost two years.

IUHNFAT WIGT Hed AHTF (CFPI) FIaL 7 Fael 3.75% FoT, ST A9 &Y It 7 gad
il gefar g

In the previous month (January 2025), CFPI stood at 5.9%.
Ao 7l (SeTadY 2025) &, CFPI 5.9% 2T

Vegetable prices declined by 1%, after withessing double-digit inflation for most of
the financial year.

afearal i Fal 7 1% i fRmEe 38, Jafs AT a¥ & srftrewir 77 7 Qe s iy
HEITS T 775 2|

Among vegetables, tomato prices declined, potato inflation slowed, but onion
prices rose at a quicker rate.

wfesral , ATeT H Freal & Prae, e $i 7gas el g8, oifeheT carer i Frard ash &
i |

Wheat, Pulses, and Food Inflation Trends

A, & IR WeF FEEhRIT & Tt

Wheat prices rose by 8.8% in February 2025, slightly higher than 7.8% in January
2024.

HIat 2025 ﬁﬂﬁaﬁrmﬁs.za% a1, S FTAad 2024 F 7.8% ¥ ANET AWF §

Pulses and related products inflation entered negative territory for the first time in
the current fiscal, declining by 1.35% in February.

a1 Rt o & ggelt IR, arelt AR HEftT ScEl Y TGS FoTHF AR F UgT 7,
wRadl & 1.35% Y fRmEe cof 1 TS|

The easing of food inflation comes on a higher base, as for most of 2024-25, food
prices rose at a pace of over 5%.

e A F FRTEe v 3T 3MUR W 31S §, Fifeh 2024-25 & farawier a7 A,
T H1ee 5% @ e iy av @ 7t ot
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Urban vs Rural Inflation Trends

e TATH FTHIOT AZGERI &+ T

e Urban consumer inflation slowed to 3.3%, compared to 3.9% in the previous month.
A IUHFAT HEIS 3.3% avssmngé, S Ao AT & 3.9% A FA &
e Rural consumer inflation dipped to 3.8%, from 4.6% in the previous month.

FTHIOT ITHFAT A AT A & 4.6% A T 3.8% & TS|

State-Wise Inflation Variations
TSIaR AGIE A AT

o Retail inflation was the highest in Kerala at 7.3% and the lowest in Telangana at

just 1

.3%.

I A G A Fad A0 7.3% 3R Aelanman & Fad F 1.3%

o Nine out of 22 states had inflation above 4%.

22 A ¥ 9 T=AT 7 AGIS 4% A 31fa 1N

e Varying food prices are the reason for these differences in inflation rates, says
Madan Sabnavis, Chief Economist at Bank of Baroda.

wTe e & Wreerar #gans T A e 1 7E FROTE, I 3w a9tar F g srdaneh
el T 5l 8|

Solapur handloom industry struggles for recognition, buyers

GS Pap_er

Snehal Mutha
MUMBAI

In one of the lanes of Sola-
pur’s Shiv Ganga Nagar,
where every house is
adorned with a rangoli, 54-
year-old Suvarna Madgun-
di weaves silk sarees in her
one-room house.

“We put in hours of
work into weaving, but our
effort is not recognised,
preventing us from getting
any benefits,” she says
while weaving ‘zari (fine
gold or silver threads)’ into
a blue-green sari on her
brightly lit loom.

The 350-odd weaver fa-
milies in Shiv Ganga Nagar
make the backbone of So-
lapur’s handloom indus-
try, known for its terry to-
wels and chaddars.

The weavers have been
demanding the inclusion
of the ‘Solapuri silk sari’ in
the list of traditional tex-
tiles under the Maharash-

Industries

Maharashtra’s Solapur is known for silk saris. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

tra government’s 2023 tex-
tile policy.

The move would enable
them to avail of benefits
such as an old-age pension
scheme, employment as
master trainers at govern-
ment-run handloom insti-
tutes, and an annual festiv-
al allowance of 15,000 for
female weavers and
210,000 for men.

Ashok Indrapure, a han-

dloom trader, claims that
the government is “dis-
criminating among weav-
ers” by giving recognition
to saris from some regions
while disregarding the
handloom produced in
places like Solapur.

The list of saris on the
list of traditional textiles in-
cludes south Maharash-
tra’s Khan fabric, Himru
and Paithani saris from

Ahilyanagar, Karvat Kathi
saree from Vidarbha, and
Ghongdi from the State’s
western region.

The weaver community
in Solapur has demanded
that their saris be included
in the list under the Paitha-
ni label, as both are
weaved similarly by using
‘zari’ on silk.

Weaver ID

Ms. Madgundi received her
‘Pehchan Card (weaver ID)’
six months ago, nearly 10
years after she applied for
the document.

Her husband is among
the many in the area who
are still waiting for their
weaver cards.

The card allows weavers
access to credit facilities of
up to ¥2 lakh through the
‘Weavers Mudra Scheme’
at subsidised interest rates.

The card also lets the
beneficiary avail of finan-
cial assistance of up to 32

lakh for their children’s
education. It covers fees at
recognised textile institu-
tions and provides month-
ly stipend of ¥5,000.

However, having the
card does not guarantee fi-
nancial assistance as Mag-
nat Mudgundi, a 34-year-
old weaver, has found.

He has been applying
for a Mudra loan using the
card, but the banks have
denied him the credit cit-
ing “a large number of de-
faulters”.

One loom produces one
or two saris per month. In
the festive season, each sa-
ri could fetch between
12,000 and %15,000.

“The government says
don’t stop the handlooms.
But they are the ones en-
suring the death of the
craft due to the poor im-
plementation of the
schemes,” he says.

The market for these sa-
ris is in Pune. Every

month, weavers take at
least two saris each to the
bustling marketplace on
Laxmi Road.

However, sometimes
selling even a couple of sa-
ris is tough.

Uncertain future

“We don’t have the means
to hold on to our products.
Selling one sari gets us
through a month. But
buyers demand discounts
that often leave us with lit-
tle profit,” says Chandrash-
ekhar Malayakhune, a 40-
year-old weaver.

The community is ex-
ploring new markets for
their products. The go-
vernment resolved to esta-
blish an ‘Urban Haat’, a
dedicated market for han-
dloom weavers.

However, experts feel
that implementing it would
not be easy as infrastruc-
ture requirements for such
a project would be high.
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Solapur Handloom Industry Struggles for Recognition,
Buyers

TR FUHTET IEHT Y Tg 9T 3R TR & fow wod

In one of the lanes of Solapur’s Shiv Ganga Nagar, where every house
iIs adorned with rangoli, 54-year-old Suvarna Madgundi weaves silk
sarees in her one-room house.

AT & T 3191 9 Y vk el A, STeT & TR LN @ Wl §IAT R, 54
qeffer Aot HSIST 9 TF FAY F W A YAt wfFAr gaeh §

“We put in hours of work into weaving, but our effort is not recognised, preventing us
from getting any benefits,” she says while weaving zari (fine gold or silver threads)
into a blue-green sari on her brightly lit loom.

"EH T AT Feh TS L &, AAehe] GHNI Ageldd Y IgaTel w1g1 fAeralt, [oTed g F15
AT AGT THST UTdT,” I8 39T THhTell TMTeT HIET U siTer-g¥ T T ST H FErsir (Fiet AT
Y & AL 4TY) gﬂﬁg‘@ﬁ?ﬁ%l

The 350-odd weaver families in Shiv Ganga Nagar form the backbone of Solapur’s
handloom industry, known for its terry towels and chaddars.

T a1 IR Ay w350 AR TRAR VAT F gy 357097 H g &, 5 & e
3 TRt F v gfdeer B

Demand for Recognition
qgdTel $ AT

The weavers have been demanding the inclusion of ‘Solapuri silk sari’ in the list of
traditional textiles under the Maharashtra government’s 2023 textile policy.

AR o HFRISE AR Y 2023 FYST AMfer o gt Wrergdl e w18 1 qrafes awt
Y 2 & A FIA Hr AT H Y|

This move would enable them to avail benefits such as:
o Old-age pension scheme
o Employment as master trainers at government-run handloom institutes
o Annual festival allowance of ¥15,000 for female weavers and ¥10,000 for
male weavers

g FCH 3og ATH ITod el H TETH M, 14
o GEHTAEUT Jere Frsta
o YN FYFTET HEYUTA H AR TIAETH F T & s
o HAfger gaAHI & FAT 215,000 3R GE9 FTi & fAT 210,000 F7 a1féF ey s
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Allegations of Discrimination

ATHTT & IRT

e Ashok Indrapure, a handloom trader, claims that the government is “discriminating
among weavers” by recognising sarees from some regions while ignoring
Solapur’s handloom products.

FUHTET SATIRY 31N FEYY 7 1T ¢ o TR "goaahl & oI Sigsima T @ § FAifh 6
Fo A T WA F AFTaT § W E AT WG & FUTTET et Y FAE 7 WY
e Thelist of traditional textiles includes:
Khan fabric from South Maharashtra
Himru and Paithani sarees from Ahilyanagar

Karvat Kathi saree from Vidarbha
Ghongdi from Western Maharashtra

rRaRe s A FEt 7 A 8
o Gf8YOT AFRIS T W FIST
o AR #t RaAw 3R Youft @ifzar
o fagst & Fge wrér ArE
o ufaw AgRISE F Gierst

O O O O

Solapur Weavers’ Demand

HIATGT & AT Y AT

e The weaver community in Solapur has demanded that their sarees be included
under the Paithani label, as both are woven similarly using zari on silk.

HIATGT & FAHT TG o HaT b1 & fob 3o1ehr qifzat 1 Jouft daer & dea anfarer fea
ST, I et LA IX TGS & A HAWT T & et el &

Weaver ID
gm ggdld 99

e Ms. Madgundi received her ‘Pehchan Card (weaver ID)’ six months ago, nearly 10
years after she applied for the document.

Gt ASIS T BF AGA Tgel ST TETT HIS (TR A1)’ TTod E31T, SAfh 3ogied 10
HTeT 98t SHoh [T 3Tdcel TohaT AT|

e Her husband is among the many in the area who are still waiting for their weaver
cards.
3oTeh 9t 3T S ollait 37 enfier § i 3787 o 19t JoAaY TgaTeT T FT SAAR FI W@ 8|

e The Pehchan Card allows weavers to access credit facilities of up to ¥2 lakh through
the ‘Weavers Mudra Scheme’ at subsidised interest rates.
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YEHT FT8 & STV Jolehd ‘AT AT ATl & g T2 AT aF 1 70T giyer Rt

TS &3 X ITed Y Tohdd & |

e The card also provides financial assistance of up to ¥2 lakh for their children’s
education, covering fees at recognised textile institutions and providing a monthly
stipend of ¥5,000.

g FTs aoT 1 AT & AT T2 @ & &1 AT ggran o e ar g, 59 Aegdar
9Tcd 8 TEATAT Y P iAo & 311 25,000 AfR® goiieT ear Smar g1

Challenges in Availing Benefits

oITeT 9T & A getfaar

e However, having the card does not guarantee financial assistance, as Magnat
Mudgundi, a 34-year-old weaver, has discovered.

glelifeh, TS ol T AcTerd T WTAAT Y RS 7GT &, oI foh 34 affar garay FaremTyr
HEIEN T o737 g3

¢ He has been applying for a Mudra loan using the card, but banks have denied him
credit, citing “a large number of defaulters”.

3giol TS HT STANT FH HAT FOT & forT e fmam, Aferer Sl ¥ 378 Hor &7 ¥ soa
FT foram, 7§ edt gU o " aRERI i wear agd AfaF 3|

Weaving Industry Struggles
FUFTET 3GANT Y FHEATT

e Oneloom produces one or two sarees per month. During the festive season, each
sari could fetch between ¥12,000 and %15,000.

TS HIUT Yfa ATE Faol Th I ) WIfSAT AR a1 &1 A Weter 7, v+ |1 12,000
¥ 215,000 9 9% T 8|

e “The government says don’t stop handlooms, but their poor implementation of
schemes is killing the craft,” says a weaver.

"FIFR Fgdl ¢ T RN §¢ F HY, Sfhed 3T AT FT T FRAT=aIAT 37 Foll HI
TeH FT T8, T oA $gal ¢ |

Market and Sales Challenges

e 3R fashy <y gatfoar

e The market for these sarees is in Pune. Every month, weavers take at least two
sarees to the bustling marketplace on Laxmi Road.
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ST WISAT T TR qUF 3 §| X AL, AT H § F &Y WIS AaH V3 & o4¢d TR
H ol ST &
However, selling even a couple of sarees is tough sometimes.

gleTifen, amef-ansf &t fear S off FRwer gt ST 31

Uncertain Future

sfafRaa sifasy

“We don’t have the means to hold on to our products. Selling one sari gets us
through a month, but buyers demand discounts, leaving us with little profit,” says
Chandrashekhar Malayakhune, a 40-year-old weaver.

"EHAR ITH 39 3cUTE) Y TR TE & HIET Ag & | Teh QT Saa @ §HART AQAT Fe
ST &, e THER Ge Y AT F: ¢, ST0H g3 aga F7 a1 a1 8, ol ¢ 40 AW
TAHT TGAET AAIFOT|

The community is exploring new markets for their products.

AT 39 3cUTET & AT 7T ISR AT 8T 8

The government had planned to establish an ‘Urban Haat’, a dedicated market for
handloom weavers.

TIEHR A 374 g1e TR FA Y At 711 ofY, S e goial & e v gafia
ISR g |

However, experts feel that implementing it will be challenging, as the infrastructure
requirements are high.

gTelifeh, TAISAT T AT § Toh SHT FIATeadsT HiSeT g1, FiTch T IIsTell & faT
ATl Fr i ST g A &
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. GS Paper lll: S&
Hydraulic sludge robot
deployed in SLBC tunnel

A hydraulic autonomous sludge robot was
brought to the Srisailam Left Bank Canal (SLBC)
tunnel site in Telangana, a portion of which
collapsed on February 22, to expedite silt
removal and cut stones inside the debris on
Wednesday - the 19th day of the rescue
operation. This is in addition to one robot unit
which has already been deployed. Official
sources monitoring the rescue operation to trace
the missing seven personnel, said the hydraulic
sludge robot would be taken inside the tunnel to
the site of the mishap. “It has the capacity for not
only silt removal, but also for cutting stones and
moving ahead through the debris. This will be
monitored remotely,” sources said.

Hydraulic Sludge Robot Deployed in
SLBC Tunnel

THTASAT YT A gT33ifore Ferer Aale dard

A hydraulic autonomous sludge robot was
brought to the Srisailam Left Bank Canal (SLBC)
tunnel site in Telangana, where a portion
collapsed on February 22.

TS gIssifae Tarad ToloT AEIE S Je9ar & s
AP A SHeTel (THUEIHY) FLT T I 1T 74T,
STET 22 BIail Y U fear &g 14w 4|

. The robot was deployed on the 19th day of the rescue
operation to expedite silt removal and cut stones inside the
debris.

g Aeie 919 AFI F 199 e 11e ger= 3tk 7S F 31eT g2
Frea HY 9fhAT a7 FIA & AT 1T fomam =)

. This is in addition to one robot unit which has already
been deployed.

g Iga ¥ A1 U Qae &S & wfaRea arr mar g

e Official sources monitoring the rescue operation said that the hydraulic sludge
robot would be taken inside the tunnel to the site of the mishap.

TaTa FfAATeT i TR FT @ 3nfawRe g3l 2 war i gegifos Foer Qae
GHEATEYS deh FIIT & eI A ST SATea|

e ‘It has the capacity for not only silt removal but also for cutting stones and moving
ahead through the debris. This will be monitored remotely,” sources said.

"5HH R Mg g Y &Y 7g, afew TeuR Feet AR Fe & e e age Y e o B
S8 ¥y w9 ¥ v fma Smeam, g3t & e
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A.P. govt. to consider
giving pension to all
thalassemia patients’

IGS Paper llI: S&T

The Hindu Bureau
VIJAYAWADA

Andhra Pradesh Health Mi-
nister Y. Satya Kumar stat-
ed in the Legislative As-
sembly on Wednesday that
a proposal to increase the
monthly pension for tha-
lassemia patients from the
current ¥10,000 would be
considered. He added that
the plan also includes ex-
tending the benefit to
those above the poverty
line, given the significant
expenses associated with
blood transfusions and
medication.

Replying to a question
asked by Visakhapatnam
North MLA P. Vishnu Ku-
mar Raju on the assistance
given by the government to
the thalassemia patients,

Y. Satya Kumar

Mr. Satya Kumar admitted
that the disease was debili-
tating physically, as the pa-
tients had to wundergo
blood transfusion at least
once every month and take
medicines to keep the con-
sequent growth of iron
content in blood under
check, and they had their
side effects too. Besides,
the cost of these medicines
was beyond the capacity of
the common people.

CONTACT: 9971932488

A.P. Govt. to Consider Giving
Pension to All Thalassemia
Patients

Y yeer TXhR Wit Aerefifaa
AT F U2 &oF I AR F3A

Andhra Pradesh Health Minister Y.
Satya Kumar stated in the Legislative
Assembly on Wednesday that a
proposal to increase the monthly
pension for thalassemia patients from
10,000 would be considered.

TE Y& & FAEey #HAAl 918, §ed FAR A
JUAR $Y fAuTerws & Fer o dadifdar
AT Hr AT F2AA F 10,000 ¥ T+
& g¥arq W faar fFar sreem)

o He added that the plan also includes extending
the benefit to those above the poverty line,
considering the significant expenses on blood
transfusions and medication.

3ogiel g o et o 57 Aierar & T W@ ¥ IR
TGt aTeil 1 $ft ATST o T YT &, FANF T 3T
3 g3t T i @ F graT &

e Replying to a question by Visakhapatnam North MLA P. Vishnu Kumar Raju, Mr.
Satya Kumar admitted that thalassemia is physically debilitating, as patients need
blood transfusions at least once every month and take medicines to control iron
accumulation in the blood.

faremaTawere Ar e fY. faso) $AR TS| & FTel HT AT < §U, A Fed AR A
TR T o AT i w9 @ FAGR F arel Har g, Fifs 70T &
AR FH O HA UF aR I AT FIAT 95T § 3R 1T & AT 6 767 ) {apa
F F T gare a= gsdt §)

e These medicines also have side effects, and their cost is beyond the capacity of
common people.

ST GaT3il o W o B &, 3N SoTehT ATaTey 3TeT AT hY &7 & e B |
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February 28, 2025 by the National
Statistical Office (NSO) provide two sets
of information pertaining to, first,
revised annual Gross Domestic Product
(GDP)/Gross Value Added (GVA) estimates for
2022-23, 2023-24 and 2024-25 and, second, Q3
2024-25 GDP/GVA estimates accompanied by the
second advance estimates for 2024-25.

Third quarter growth, sectoral performance
The third quarter growth of 6.2% is a clear
improvement over the second gquarter growth of
5.6%. In terms of sectoral performance,
agriculture has shown a robust growth of 5.6% in
this quarter. Manufacturing, however, continues
to languish with a growth of 3.5%, although there
is a marginal improvement from the previous
quarter when its growth was only 2.1%. In the
services sector, the trade sector,
hospitality/hotels, et al. have also shown an
improved growth of 6.7% as compared to 6.1% in
Q2.
Looking at the four quarterly real GDP growth
rates of 2024-25 at 6.5%, 5.6%, 6.2%, and 7.6%,
respectively, two questions are of interest. First,
what led to a sharp fall in the second quarter
growth to 5.6%? Second, is the implied fourth
quarter growth of 7.6% feasible? To examine this,
we look at the contribution to growth of different
expenditure segments as measured by the share
of the segment concerned multiplied by its
growth in the relevant quarter.

The contribution of private final consumption
expenditure (PFCE) to overall GDP growth in the
four quarters of 2024-25 is estimated at 4.3, 3.3,
4.1 and 5.3 percentage points, respectively. The
fall in real GDP growth in the second quarter,
from 6.5% to 5.6%, is explained by the fall in the
contribution of PFCE growth from 4.3 to 3.3
percentage points. Further, the required growth
in PFCE is estimated at 9.9% for the implied
fourth quarter GDP growth of 7.6%. This seems
difficult as such a high growth in PFCE has not
been experienced in the recent past. The
contribution of investment to growth can also be
similarly measured. This is estimated at 2.3, 2.0,
1.8 and 2.1 percentage points for the four quarters

C. Rangarajan

is former Chairman,
Prime Minister’s
Economic Advisory
Council and Former
Governor, Reserve
Bank of India

D.K. Srivastava

is Honorary Professor,
Madras School of
Economics and
Member, Advisory
Council to the
Sixteenth Finance
Commission

Real and
nominal growth
rates have been
revised
upwards, which
should shape
medium-term
potential
growth and
long-term
strategy

of 2024-25, respectively. Thus, the relatively lower
GDP growth of 6.2% in the third quarter is partly
attributable to the fall in contribution of
investment to GDP growth at 1.8 percentage
points.

However, the required contribution of 2.1
percentage points in the fourth quarter would
depend largely on government investment
growth. As per the Controller General of
Accounts (CGA) data, the Government of India
has incurred ¥7.57 lakh crore of capital
expenditure up to January 2025. To reach the
revised estimate level of ¥10.18 lakh crore, an
additional 22,61 lakh crore needs to be spent in
the remaining two months of the financial year.
Average expenditure in February and March in
the period 2021-22 to 2023-24 has only been ¥1.81
lakh crore. If the Government of India’s
investment expenditure falls short of the revised
estimates — which were themselves significantly
lower than the Budget estimates of 11.1 lakh
crore — then the implied fourth quarter GDP
growth of 7.6% may not be realised. Accordingly,
the full year growth of 6.5% as per the second
advance estimates may have to be revised
downwards.

Annual data revisions

According to the revised annual numbers, the
real as well as nominal growth rates have been
revised upwards. Real GDP growth rates for
2022-23 to 2024-25, are now estimated at 7.6, 9.2
and 6.5%, respectively. In 2023-24, the revision in
GDP growth was from 8.2% to 9.2%, and
correspondingly in GVA growth from 7.2% to
8.6%.

Sectorally, the maximum upward revision in
growth happened in manufacturing and in
financial, real estate, et al. services by margins of
2.4 and 1.9 percentage points, respectively.
Further, comparing 2024-25 growth with that of
2023-24, real GDP growth shows a sharp fall of 2.7
percentage points. This fall is largely explained by
the lower growth in gross capital formation,
which fell from 10.5% in 202324 to 5.8% in
2024-25.

The revision in real GDP growth also implies a
revision in the Incremental Capital-Output Ratio

What the Recent GDP Data Revisions Reveal
giferar S Ser e Farceia @

National Accounts Data and Estimates

TSERT AET 32T 3R AT

o National accounts data released on February 28, 2025, by the National Statistical

Office (NSO) provide two sets of information:

o Revised annual GDP/GVA estimates for 2022-23, 2023-24, and 2024-25.

(ICOR). In fact, for the three years for which data
have been revised, the ICOR is estimated at 4.8,
4.0 and 5.5 in 2022-23, 2023-24 and 2024-25,
respectively. It may be observed that the ICOR
had fallen considerably in 2023-24. However, this
number may be revised again, as in this year, the
contribution of discrepancies has remained very
large. The average ICOR for 2022-23 and 2024-25
is 5.1. It must be noted that such sharp revisions
make policy advice and policy making difficult.

Prospects for 2025-26, medium-term growth
The nominal growth rates have also been revised
upwards, showing higher growth rates of 14%,
12% and 9.9% in 2022-23, 2023-24 and 2024-25,
respectively. Given these trends, even the
nominal GDP growth in 2025-26 may be higher
than the Budget 2025-26 assumption of 10.1%.
With respect to real GDP growth, the Economic
Survey has given a range of 6.3%-6.8% with a
mid-point of 6.55%. A 6.5% growth appears
feasible for 2025-26 provided government
investment shows healthy growth in the context
of continued global uncertainty and some more
time is required for private investment to pick up.
As of now, the medium-term potential growth
appears to be 6.5%. It is argued sometimes that
the PFCE to GDP ratio should rise so that growth
will increase because of increased consumption
demand. But this overlooks the fact that,
correspondingly, the investment demand will fall.
In 2023-24, the overall nominal saving rate is
estimated at 30.7%, which is below the
pre-COVID-19 period average of 31.2% during
2015-16 to 2019-20. The medium-term growth
strategy should focus on increasing saving and
investment rates. As noted by observers earlier,
the real investment rate tends to be higher than
the nominal investment rate because of
differential price deflators of investment goods
vis-a-vis consumption goods. In 2024-25, the real
investment rate measured by gross fixed capital
formation (GFCF) to GDP ratio, is estimated at
33.4%. With an ICOR of 5.1, this yields a potential
growth rate of 6.5%. As of now, investment-led
growth as a long-term strategy holds good.

The views expressed are personal
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o Q3 2024-25 GDP/GVA estimates, along with second advance estimates for
2024-25.

AT FITRIHT AT (NSO) SIRT 28 HIERT 2025 T ANT TSI o@T 3T 7 &r
TR T STTeThRT &F TS

o 2022-23, 2023-24 3R 2024-25 F WAt arfdew SdyShdie segem|

o 2024-25 #Ht fredt faardr & Shdidy/afidie sregarer 3ik 2024-25 & q@y rfdw
AT |

Third Quarter Growth and Sectoral Performance

Sl frdY i gafer 3l ey yaee

e Third quarter GDP growth was 6.2%, showing improvement over 5.6% in the second
quarter.

redy foramd #r St gefer 6.29 @), S gEd faAd & 5.6% A dgR &

e Sector-wise performance:

o Agriculture grew at 5.6%, indicating robust growth.

o Manufacturing showed 3.5% growth, an improvement from 2.1% in Q2.

o Services sector, including trade and hospitality, grew by 6.7%, up from 6.1%
in Q2.

ATAR FereieT:
o F¥ & 3 5.6% A gEfer gof Y 1S, S AT a1 ST &
o 3cuTee &1 i Jefer 3.5% e, ST qut fraardt & 2.1% @ ¥ g
o War &, Torae SR 3 anfaea enfAe §, 7 6.79% i gafer o &1, FT Q2 F6.1%

a 31w g
Quarterly Growth Trends and Key Questions
Fefe geftr wgferr it wor@ weaT
o Real GDP growth rates for 2024-25 in different quarters:
1. Q1:6.5%
2. Q2:5.6%
3. Q3:6.2%
4. Q4 (implied): 7.6%
2024-25 $Y FrEafas e gEfor ¥ fafdiest faanfeat #:
5. Q1: 6.5%
6. Q2:5.6%
7. Q3:6.2%
8. Q4 (3rgATfA): 7.6%

e Two key questions arise:
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Why did Q2 growth fall sharply to 5.6%?
Is 7.6% growth in Q4 feasible?

al JHd 9ReT 35 &
3. gudY fawme Y gefer 5.6% a& F4f AR 7152
4. a7 |teft faame 7 7.6% Fr gefer wera g2

N

Impact of Private Final Consumption Expenditure (PFCE)
fasit 31fas @9d =1 (PFCE) &1 98 @

e PFCE contribution to GDP growth in the four quarters of 2024-25:
o Q1: 4.3 percentage points
o Q2: 3.3 percentage points (causing GDP slowdown)
o Q3: 4.1 percentage points
o Q4 (required): 5.3 percentage points

2024-25 #r 9 fasnfeat # S ggfer F PFCE averer:
o Ql: 4.3 9faerd &
o Q2: 3.3 9faerd 3% (Gad ey & foRrac 3ms)
o Q3: 4.1 yfaerd 3i®
o Q4 (3regwifaa): 5.3 wfcrera 3w

e Q2 GDP slowdown (from 6.5% to 5.6%) was due to PFCE contribution falling from
4.3% to 3.3%.

gl faaméY Y SiEhdY Prae (6.5% & 5.6%) T SRUT PFCE ANIETeT &7 4.3% & 3.3% a&

T 2|

e Q4 GDP growth of 7.6% requires PFCE growth of 9.9%, which seems unlikely, as
such high growth hasn’t been seen recently.

7.6%  ateft famme St ggfer & fow PFCE # 9.9% gefer 3maeds &, S wenfae aigt
ey, FiifeR gTel & st 3 3o+l 3TT JE AL ST TS|

Impact of Investment on GDP Growth

SIS geftr aX faaer 1 yera

¢ Investment contribution to GDP growth across four quarters:
o Q1: 2.3 percentage points
o Q2: 2.0 percentage points
o Q3: 1.8 percentage points (lowering GDP growth to 6.2%)
o Q4 (required): 2.1 percentage points
ar faenfeat 7 St gefer F fader =t e
o Q1: 2.3 9faerd 3+
o Q2: 2.0 faerd 3+
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o Q3: 1.8 faerd & (Taw ST 6.2% I§ I13)

o Q4 (3TaTF): 2.1 ufded 3+
¢ Q4 investment growth depends on government capital expenditure.

atefY forarmdl 1 frdrer gefer sl gefera sa ) s el &1

Government Capital Expenditure and Its Impact

FIHRY GoNerd 7 3R S8 9919

e As per Controller General of Accounts (CGA) data, the Government of India has
spent ¥7.57 lakh crore in capital expenditure till January 2025.

fA=% HETAEHR (CGA) ¥ HTHs! & 3TAR, HRA WIHR o STearadt 2025 d T7.57 a1
FU3 Yol cag fhar gl

o To meet the revised estimate of ¥10.18 lakh crore, an additional ¥2.61 lakh crore
must be spent in February and March 2025.

NS AT 10.18 TG FUT Toh Ug e & T, Bladl 3R A 2025 # faRera
%2.61 9@ NS TF FI gt

o However, average capital expenditure in February-March (2021-24) was only ¥1.81
lakh crore, making it uncertain whether the target will be met.

glelifeh, HaQ-ATE (2021-24) # 3aa Golera 37 Faer €1.81 9@ 03 21, 68 I8
sifrRaa & P e o gham am At

o Ifthe government fails to meet expenditure targets, then Q4 GDP growth of 7.6%
may not be achieved.

I AXFR 4T T84T 1 G 76T FT arelt, ot =Gl FAwmdY it 7.6% NSt ggfer srfder =14
il

e Inthat case, the full-year GDP growth of 6.5% (second advance estimates) may be
revised downward.

Th A, 6.5% HT arf¥e S gefer (e 3rfier g # A aenfera B s awar
gl

Annual Data Revisions

aif¥is 3eT gt

e According to the revised annual numbers, both real and nominal GDP growth rates
have been revised upwards.

TR aTfier 3nehst & 31ER, arFafas i amae s gafr g &1 Faw wenfta
o g

e Real GDP growth rates for 2022-23, 2023-24, and 2024-25 are now estimated at 7.6%,
9.2%, and 6.5%, respectively.
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2022-23, 2023-24 31X 2024-25 ¥ faw arFafas it gafer aT FHaer: 7.6%, 9.2% 3R

6.5% 37TehT 1S &

In 2023-24, GDP growth was revised from 8.2% to 9.2%, and GVA growth from 7.2%
to 8.6%.

2023-24 #, SIS I&Te 8.2% & qGTHT 9.2% T & 913, 3N e ggfdr 7.29% & T8
8.6% &l TS|

Maximum upward revision in sectoral growth:
o Manufacturing: 2.4 percentage points
o Financial, real estate, and other services: 1.9 percentage points

& gefer 7 arfreras gefer
o 3cUTGe &1 2.4 ufaerd 3w
o fadh, Raer vwee 3ilt 3w dare: 1.0 yfaera 3w
Real GDP growth for 2024-25 shows a sharp fall of 2.7 percentage points compared

to 2023-24, primarily due to lower gross capital formation growth (10.5% in 2023-24
to 5.8% in 2024-25).

2024-25 ¥ frw areafas st ggfer 2023-24 Fr Fera 7 2.7 wfaera 3w X 18, fSwar
HET FHROT TFe Yait faATor Y gefer 7 10.5% (2023-24) ¥ ¥EHT 5.8% (2024-25) 8
AT

Incremental Capital-Output Ratio (ICOR) and Its Impact
3maftre geit-3ea1eet 3r]9Te (ICOR) 3R 3wt warra

Revised ICOR estimates for 2022-23, 2023-24, and 2024-25:

o 2022-23: 4.8

o 2023-24: 4.0 (significant decline)

o 2024-25: 5.5
2022-23, 2023-24 3R 2024-25 ¥ farw FMfAT ICOR ™.
2022-23: 4.8
2023-24: 4.0 (FgcaquT RPRrae)

o 2024-25:5.5
The average ICOR for 2022-23 and 2024-25 stands at 5.1.
2022-23 3i¥ 2024-25 ¥ faw kAT ICOR 5.1 8|

Sharp ICOR revisions complicate policy-making.

ICOR & dftg Taeer Afa-fArATor 1 Ffee aara &1

O

@)

Prospects for 2025-26 and Medium-Term Growth
2025-26 3 Fege rafer i gefer i wermaame
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Nominal GDP growth estimates for 2022-23, 2023-24, and 2024-25 have been
revised upwards:

o 2022-23: 14%

o 2023-24: 12%

o 2024-25:9.9%

2022-23, 2023-24 3R 2024-25 F farw arsaT A FEfr g 3w wAfea

frw IrT:
o 2022-23: 14%
o 2023-24: 12%
o 2024-25:9.9%
Nominal GDP growth in 2025-26 may be higher than the Budget 2025-26
assumption of 10.1%.
2025-26 # ATAAT SIS FEfir a9re 2025-26 ¥ 10.1% AT § AU g1 Tl 8|
Economic Survey’s real GDP growth estimate for 2025-26:
o Range: 6.3%-6.8%
o Mid-point: 6.55%
3T F&ToT F ITAR 2025-26 H aEdfas S Fefer IrgameT:
o HHAT: 6.3%-6.8%
o ®ex g 6.55%
6.5% GDP growth in 2025-26 is feasible if government investment remains strong.

I TXFHY s AT 971 e €, @Y 2025-26 # 6.5% St ggfor wera &

Investment and Saving Trends

foraer stk q=re ygfoat

PFCE-to-GDP ratio increase is sometimes suggested to boost growth, but this may
reduce investment demand.

wrehelT-ref ST & 31T # PFCE &l aigTel aht FRTIRET Y STl §, olfdhet S84 forder
AT g€ Gl |

Overall nominal saving rate in 2023-24: 30.7%, lower than pre-COVID-19 average of
31.2% (2015-20).

2023-24 H el AHHAT 9 &T: 30.7%, S q&-Hfas-19 3afer (2015-20) F e 31.2%
FFAEI

Medium-term growth strategy should focus on increasing saving and investment
rates.

AEIH Hafer i gefir W i aue sik fAder & g W e S @i

Real investment rate in 2024-25 (measured by Gross Fixed Capital Formation
(GFCF) to GDP ratio) is estimated at 33.4%.

2024-25 # areafas fder a3 (FaFer FEuT goht fAsTor (GFCF) & St arequren) 33.4%
AR 7S
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e With an ICOR of 5.1, the potential GDP growth rate is 6.5%.
ICOR 5.1 & |y, wenfaa siSidY gefer a3 6.5% &

e Investment-led growth remains a strong long-term strategy.

forder-amamRa gfer frdefares Torahfer & w0 & Foag o+l g5 1

The dangerous illusion cast by development rankings

|GS Paper lii: Sustainable Development |

alifornia was on fire once again. The
C recent wildfires were so catastrophic that

some estimates placed the total economic
damage at around $250 billion, which is an
amount rivalling Greece’s GDP in 2023. What the
California fires have shown us is the true cost of
development models pursued by the world’s
richest countries.

If every nation consumed resources at the rate
of the United States or the European Union, we
would need multiple earths to sustain our way of
life. Yet, international benchmarks such as the
United Nations” Human Development Index (HDI)
continue to project these nations as aspirational
models of development. This disconnect between
celebrated metrics and ecological realities is not
just flawed. It is dangerous.

Misguided progress

For decades, the HDI has shaped how countries,
including India, perceive progress. The index
focuses on three dimensions: life expectancy,
education, and income. But it ignores a crucial
fourth dimension — the environmental pressures
that inevitably accompany high HDI scores.
Countries such as Ireland, Norway and
Switzerland that top HDI rankings, are among the
world’s biggest resource consumers and carbon
polluters per person. If their development
models were adopted globally, the planet would
collapse under the weight of material demands
and carbon emissions.

High-income countries have already overshot
multiple planetary boundaries, ranging from
greenhouse gas emissions and ecological
destruction to over-pollution. The HDI’s failure to
account for these transgressions promotes a
misguided and unsustainable model of
development, celebrating the gains of affluence to
the few without conceding its cost to the

Chirag Dhara

is a climate and
sustainability scientist
at Krea University,
India

I |

Soumyajit Bhar

is a scholar of
consumption and
sustainability at BML
Munjal University,
India

Metrics such as
the United
Nations” HDI
and PHDI ignore
the limits

of a finite

planet earth

collective. In response to decades of critique from
sustainability experts, the UN introduced a
modified index in 2020: the Planetary
Pressures-adjusted HDI (PHDI). This measure
downgrades HDI scores for countries with high
environmental impacts. Yet, even the PHDI falls
short as it still ranks countries only in relation to
one another rather than against absolute
ecological limits. For example, the Nordic
countries, consuming over five earths’ worth of
resources per capita, continue to score highly not
because their lifestyles are truly sustainable, but
because other nations (such as Qatar) fare even
worse.

This relativist approach masks a fundamental
reality: the rest of the world cannot scale up to
the lifestyle of high-income countries without
severely overshooting the planet’s finite limits. In
effect, the PHDI engineers a dangerous illusion of
progress while perpetuating status quo.

Celebrate the middle-income countries

Our own research takes a different approach. We
ask which countries have achieved decent living
standards that could theoretically be scaled
globally without driving the planet towards
climate and ecological collapse.

Here, middle-income countries such as Costa
Rica and Sri Lanka emerge as instructive
examples. Costa Rica has achieved impressive
outcomes — high life expectancy, universal health
care, and near-universal literacy — while
maintaining a resource footprint that is far lower
than that of affluent nations. Decades of strategic
investments in renewable energy and forest
conservation have enabled it to align human
development with environmental stewardship.

Sri Lanka, meanwhile, offers a mixed picture.
With an HDI of 0.78, which is well above many of
its South Asian peers, its early investments in

universal health care and education have
delivered life expectancy and literacy rates
comparable to those of wealthier countries. Yet,
recent events underscore the many challenges its
faces. The 2022 economic crisis, marked by
severe inflation, mass protests, and political
instability, revealed deep vulnerabilities.
Moreover, a legacy of majoritarian policies and
ethnic tensions has, at times, led to episodes of
severe violence against minorities, stalling their
progress. Sri Lanka teaches us that achieving
sustainability requires more than balancing
environmental and social progress. It demands
justice within and between nations.

India needs to look for alternatives

The lesson is clear: the glittering promise of the
Nordic model is, at best, a local phenomenon
and, at worst, an unsustainable mirage when
applied globally. India, with its 1.4 billion people,
cannot afford to mimic the consumption patterns
of affluent nations. Instead, it must look to
alternatives. While neither Costa Rica nor Sri
Lanka is perfect, they offer valuable starting
points for crafting an alternative development
pathway that respects our planet’s limits and
upholds social and ecological justice.

Ultimately, the deeper question we face is to
reconceptualise “progress” and “development”
in light of the 2ist century facts of planetary
health. Metrics such as the HDI and PHDI treat
growth as an unqualified good, ignoring the limits
of a finite planet.

For India, as for the entire developing world,
true progress must mean more than GDP growth
or higher HDI rankings. It must create a society
wherein every citizen lives with dignity and safely
within ecological boundaries. This is not just a
moral imperative or a utopian dream. It is a
necessary strategy for survival in the 21st century.

The Dangerous lllusion Cast by Development Rankings

The True Cost of Development

g &Y aeafas aera

e California wildfires have caused economic damage of around $250 billion,

comparable to Greece’s GDP in 2023.
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ShErdY & ST &

e These disasters highlight the hidden costs of development models pursued by the
world’s richest countries.

¥ IMIETC g am & Had R AT gRT IIATC T fAHr Avse Hi B g T H
3PN T 81

o If every nation consumed resources at the rate of the U.S. or the EU, we would need
multiple Earths to sustain such a lifestyle.

I & ger AR a1 U w7 g FHETUAT T 3TANT T, dl 57 36 SHaaTlell
TATT T & T & gedt ¥ sraegsar gicl|

Flaws in the Human Development Index (HDI)

AT & ga&i (HDI) i @rfaat

o Despite ecological crises, international benchmarks like the UN’s HDI continue to
portray high-income countries as aspirational models.

grelifer aIRTEUfAs Hehe 96 TaT &, R Y HYFal ASE HT HDI S AT AT 3Ta-
3T a1 &R Y Jreet R Al & §9 H G FA B |

e The HDI measures life expectancy, education, and income butignores
environmental impact.

HDI SfaeT geamerm, fYeTr 31X 3T FY ATYaT §, Jfehed TATaoT ITT &Y AS3iEreT H3dT 8|

e Countries with high HDI scores (Norway, Ireland, Switzerland) are among the
biggest resource consumers and carbon polluters per capita.

3T HDI THR aTd 4 (AT, T3, Racsels) ufa afFa aa i qameer susiierar
3R T JquF & |

The Unsustainable Nature of Development Models

fera Atser F 3P vfa

e High-income countries have exceeded multiple planetary boundaries, including:
o Greenhouse gas emissions
o Ecological destruction
o Over-pollution

3Tg AT aTa 32Y A F§ RRUfAF Dad ar w3 6t § S anfAe &
o MNABEH AT IcwA
o urRRfEufas fa=mer
o 3NcATH Juor

e Inresponse to criticism, the UN introduced the Planetary Pressures-adjusted HDI
(PHDI) in 2020 to adjust scores based on environmental impact.
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A3 & STaTe 7, WY TSE F 2020 F 'coletedt YwH-3rs¥Es HDI (PHDI)' der faa,
ST IR GHTF o TR 9 TR AT T g

o However, even PHDI ranks countries only relatively, ignoring absolute ecological
limits.
Aifshs PHDI 373ft 3t Gt &Y Faer ATdeT &7 & 3F Ftar €, 3R ARaa wRPufas Heamsit
Y 3T FaT B

e Nordic countries, despite consuming five Earths' worth of resources per capita, still
rank highly because other countries (e.g., Qatar) perform even worse.

AfsH qur, S vy safera oie gedt & auras Fanee 39 a1 &5, i i sea {o g
i 3T e (AW Fav) 37 off TEaw weeheT A &

Celebrating Middle-Income Countries
FEIH-ATY arel 20T Y g2rar

e Costa Rica has achieved high life expectancy, universal health care, and near-
universal literacy with a far lower resource footprint than affluent nations.

FrEer N1 o 3= Sfiaer yeamen, arasifAs o dgard, 3T F9rster araifae aaan
I T HHTET ITANT & AT gridor fhar &

e Strategic investments in renewable energy and forest conservation have helped
Costa Rica balance human development with environmental sustainability.

ANFHIONT FAT 3R T TIET0T # AT Faer 7 F1eer Rer &) Ag fFw 3
qaTaRoiier RUar & Wee A 7 A 3

e Sri Lanka has an HDI of 0.78, higher than many South Asian countries, due to early
investments in health care and education.

#YeishT T HDI 0.78 &, S &% afaor ThRIams geif ¥ 31 &, 2ifh aef Tareew g@sme ik
fRram & RS Ader i arar an

e However, Sri Lanka faced economic instability in 2022, revealing its vulnerabilities.
et AiciepT ST 2022 H 3Tie 3TEURAT FT WTHAT HIAT g1, THTH 3TRT FHAANNRAT
3SR §¥ |

o Sustainability is not just about environment and economy; it also requires justice and
stability.

AT Fraer TATaRor 3R Irdfegavyr & Gafta gt §; 35U =y 3i R st s
gl

India’s Path Towards Sustainable Development

AR & forw Tl ey i fear
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e India (1.4 billion people) cannot afford to mimic the consumption patterns of
affluent nations.

R (1.4 3T A1T) 3HR S2AT HT 37T AelY T 9=t T N ALY 3T ThvedT|

¢ Instead, India must explore alternative models, like those of Costa Rica and Sri
Lanka, that align human progress with ecological limits.

g% oIy, AR & FiEeT N1 3T sidewr S dwfeus At 319 Tfe, St AT
warfar 3 o fPurfaes et & sreqew 8|

e Metrics such as HDI and PHDI treat growth as an absolute good, ignoring planetary
limits.
HDI 3iX PHDI St ATYES FEfr Y T qof T ¥ AFRIcHS AT §, Afhet TRfFafas
W3t i st Fya

e True progress for India must focus on:

o Dignity for all citizens

o Ecological sustainability
o Social and economic justice

0T & fow areafds yerfa F Arafaf@d o it gl ol
o @Y AFTR®I & fore aIR&AT
o uifeufaes fEar
o Ao 3T nfde =

e Thisis not just a moral duty or utopian dream, but a necessary survival strategy for
the 21st century.

I FHad aAfaeF SIRcT IT AT YT AT 8, STow 2147 T & yfedea aaw @ &
T s TS WA &
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Should India focus on its global image or domestic concerns?

According to a Lokniti-CSDS survey, many citizens feel that the government’s resources should be directed towards pressing domestic concerns

|GS Paper Ill: Development vs. Global Image |

L DATA POINT

Jyoti Mishra & Sanjal Shastri

n recent years, India has
l emerged as a significant

player in global diplomacy,
particularly through its presidency
of the G20 Summit. This role has
elevated the country’s internation-
al stature. It has equally sparked
debates about priorities, i.e.,
whether India should focus on en-
hancing its global image or address
pressing domestic concerns.

This article, which explores
these discussions, is based on a
study, Indian perceptions of Eu-
rope and Germany, conducted by
Lokniti-Centre for the Study of De-
veloping Societies in collaboration
with Konrad Adenauer Stiftung.
The study surveyed 5,248 respon-
dents through face-to-face inter-
views across 50 cities in 10 States
and three Union Territories. Using
systematic random sampling, the
study ensured balanced represen-
tation across urban strata (Tier I,
11, and 111 cities). The fieldwork was
conducted between August 29 and
September 26, 2024, by trained
field investigators.

Point of contention

A major point of contention is
whether the government’s empha-
sis on enhancing India’s global im-
age through grand international
events is justified or whether the
funds should be redirected to alle-
viate domestic poverty. Survey da-
ta suggest that over two-fifths
(42%) of respondents believe that
the money spent on beautifying ci-
ties for summits such as G20
should instead be allocated to po-
verty alleviation. This shows that a
segment of the population priori-
tises domestic economic needs ov-
er foreign policy ambitions. In
contrast, three in 10 (29%) respon-
dents support prioritising India’s
global image, seeing events such as
the G20 as an opportunity to
showcase India’s progress on an
international stage (Table 1).

Should India Focus on Its Global Image or Domestic

The data also reveal that class
plays a role in shaping these opi-
nions. Among lower-income res-
pondents, over one-third (36%) ad-
vocate redirecting funds towards
poverty relief, while only one in
five support spending on beautifi-
cation of cities. Conversely, two in
five (39%) respondents from the
upper class believe that enhancing
India’s image is essential, although
over two in five (42%) of them also
agree that funds should help alle-
viate poverty. This divergence un-
derscores the challenge of balanc-
ing foreign policy initiatives with
domestic socioeconomic needs.

Opinion on liberalisation

As India negotiates a Free Trade
Agreement (FTA) with the Euro-
pean Union, public opinion on
trade liberalisation remains divid-
ed. About 37% of the respondents
believe that increasing exports is
the best way to strengthen India’s
position in the global market,
while 39% believe that limiting ex-
ports to focus on the domestic
market would be a better strategy
(Table 2). This data reflects a
broader debate on trade policies.
While the government is keen to
expand global trade, particularly
with the EU, a significant portion
of the public remains sceptical
about whether this will truly bene-
fit India’s economy or primarily
serve multinational corporations
and elite business interests.

One area where public opinion
is more decisive is agriculture.
When asked whether India should
limit import of food grains to pro-
tect domestic farmers, 64% of res-
pondents agreed, indicating wi-
despread support for import
substitution policies. Only 12% of
the respondents supported im-
porting more foodgrains even if it
came at the cost of Indian farmers
(Table 3). This reflects a strong
sentiment against excessive re-
liance on foreign food imports,
which many believe could hurt
domestic farmers. The govern-
ment’s push for an FTA with the
EU raises concerns that increased

Concerns?

agricultural imports might threa-
ten the livelihoods of Indian farm-
ers. While trade liberalisation may
have economic benefits, the public
remains wary of its impact on the
agricultural sector.

The Indian government’s cur-
rent economic strategy appears to
be focused on enhancing India’s
global standing through trade
agreements and international
summits. However, public opinion
suggests a mixed response to these
priorities. While a segment of the
population supports economic lib-
eralisation and foreign policy am-
bitions, a substantial portion be-
lieves that domestic concerns such
as poverty alleviation and protec-
tion of farmers should take
priority.

This disconnect raises impor-
tant questions about policymaking
in India. Should the government
align its economic and foreign pol-
icies more closely with public sen-
timent, or should it continue its
long-term strategy of positioning
India as a global economic power?
The upcoming FTA with the EU
will be a key test of this balancing
act, determining whether the go-
vernment’s pursuit of global eco-
nomic integration aligns with the
priorities of its citizens.

While India’s role in global di-
plomacy is expanding, so is the de-
bate about its impact on domestic
priorities. While international
summits such as the G20 and trade
agreements with the EU showcase
India’s economic progress, many
citizens feel that the government’s
resources should be directed to-
wards pressing domestic con-
cerns, particularly poverty allevia-
tion and farmer protection. The
mixed public opinion on trade and
economic liberalisation underlines
the need for a balanced approach.
The government must find ways to
integrate India into the global eco-
nomy while addressing the con-
cerns of those who feel left behind.

Iyoti Mishra is a researcher at Lokniti-CSDS
and Sanjal Shastri is Assistant Professor at
FLAME University, Pune

Perception and priorities

The data for the tables is from a study, Indian perceptions of Europe
and Germany, conducted by Lokniti-Centre for the Study of Developing
Societies in collaboration with Konrad Adenauer Stiftung

Table 1: Opinions on whether India should use funds for its global image or to
address domestic poverty

Oplnlon on India’s image | Funds should |No Not heard of
inter | i is ial | help poor response | G20 summit
such as the G20 (%) people (%) (%) (%)

Overall 29 |42 18 1

Poor 20 |36 [23 [21

‘Lower 27 41 21 11

Middle |31 |46 |16 [7

Upper 139 42 14 5

Question asked: Some people believe beautifying cities before international summits
such as G20 is essential to enhance India’s global image. Others argue that this money
could be better spent addressing poverty.

What is your opinion?

Table 2: Public opinion on balancing exports and strengthening the domestic market

(%)
Exporting goods and products can improve 37
India’s international image
India should limit exports to strengthen the 39
domestic market

Table 3: Public opinion on import substitution to
protect farmers
| (%)
India should limit food grain imports to [ "
protect farmers -
India should import more food grainsat | 12
the cost of farmers

gh face-to-face interviews across 50

The survey involved 5,248 respond

cities in 10 States and three Union Territories
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FIT HIT H 377 AT B W L7t &1 TfRw a1 e Agal W2

India’s Growing Global Role

HI Y Toclt AR ofa

e Inrecent years, India has emerged as a key player in global diplomacy, especially
through its G20 presidency.

glel & aNt A, 3R AR Feafa 7 v v qfds & saRr e, [AAv sw @ G20 #r

ITEYETAT o ATETH T
e This has sparked debates on whether India should prioritize its global image or
address pressing domestic concerns.

SHY Ug 969 138 1S § & oRd &) 379+ g+ ofy F1 wufAwar & TRe a1 o¥q weat

N9~
) & F X ST Higd FIAT TR
e A study by Lokniti-CSDS in collaboration with Konrad Adenauer Stiftung surveyed
5,248 respondents across 50 cities in 10 States and 3 Union Territories.

AHANA-CSDS EaRT TS TSATIR FESFE o Fg 19T & T 910 T 3re93A 7 10 =4
3R 3 &g enfaa went & 50 ergt 7 5,248 Faverarsit 1 adator fonr o

Public Opinion on Government Spending

THN G | FATAd

e A major point of contention is whether spending on global events like G20 summits
is justified or if funds should be used for poverty alleviation.

T {ET faarg &1 fawy I8 § i 3Raw FwaAr S G20 gwae« W 3T g ardg
T 3 & T suer fRa s aifge

e Survey findings:
o 42% believe that money spent on beautifying cities for global events should
be redirected towards poverty alleviation.
o 29% support prioritizing India’s global image, seeing events like G20 as an
opportunity to showcase India’s progress.

FdeTor F fAswy:

o 42% @I HT ATAAT ¢ foh IRTF FAHAT & fAT A F FaRa W @F e v g1
! T e H T S Tifev

o 29% AN AR Y AT Tfa FY MARAFAT & F7T THIA X §, FAIH 3 G20 X
FIIHAT FT R T TS R FT 3GE AT & |

e Class-wise opinions:
o 36% of lower-income respondents favor spending on poverty relief, while
only 20% support city beautification.
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o 39% of upper-class respondents believe enhancing India’s global image is
essential, but 42% also support poverty alleviation.

3T I3 & HTAR I

o 36% fAFT-3Tr 3 F IeRETAT I I I G FT GHET FI 8, STfeh dhaol
20% 2R Y AR F qaT A &

o 39% 3TH-ITY T F ANT AR 1 IR+ 1 't Fgcaqr A 7, Afhst 42%
Tl Seagerer o of FHde Fa §

Divided Opinion on Trade Liberalization

SR 3RS0 X [Asfaa

e As India negotiates a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) with the European Union, public
opinion on trade policies is divided.

RS U T & Y TF JFd SR FASAIS (FTA) W i F 8T 8, olfehed H TN
A faenfaa g
e Survey findings:
o 37% believe increasing exports will strengthen India’s position in the global

market.
o 39% prefer limiting exports to focus on domestic markets.

Fdator fasa:
o 37% W T AT ¢ o6 friTer aoe @ e iy ARTw a7 Rufer Asrg@ gt
o 39% AT T TGN T AT Higed Fa & faw faata st e Fwer g aea
gl
e While the government is keen to expand global trade, many fear that it may
primarily benefit multinational corporations and business elites.

gTeTiTeh WIHR FRTH IR FT RTAR FIAT ATgelt €, AfheT S AT ATA & Tob FHT T
AET T § TGOS Hfeal A SAaRE AT a9 A fFem

Public Concern for Farmers

fRETaAT FY AR FTAaT FHY ar

e 64% respondents support limiting food grain imports to protect Indian farmers.
64% SAGTAT HRAT AT Y 8T & T Wigame=T 3mare w1 AT FA 1 FAST Hd
gl

e Only 12% support increased food imports, even if it affects Indian farmers.

Hael 12% ANT 31T GieATesT 3TATA FHT THIT FA §, 7 &7 3G AR foramat o
AFRIcHS T I3 |
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e Concerns about the EU FTA: Increased agricultural imports may threaten Indian
farmers’ livelihoods.

?Jt\TT':ﬁ?TFi'Er FTA wmﬁzwmﬁ@wmaﬁmﬂﬁmﬁ
3T Gahell &

Balancing Global Influence and Domestic Priorities

AR wera 3iX o] AT F & e

The Indian government prioritizes global standing through trade agreements and
international summits.

HRAT THR SR FARSIT HR FARET FFaaal & Aregw § dRas Tufa wt
yrafAar &t &

e However, public opinion remains divided:
o Some support economic liberalization and foreign policy expansion.
o Many believe domestic issues such as poverty alleviation and farmer
protection should take precedence.

gTelifeh, STeraa fasnfaa &
o %S AT IfAF SERIEIOT AR faeel e fawdr o1 qode = &
o &% ANT B AGEI S T Ieeeret A ATt WIRTOT Y yrafAwar & AT
FIA I
o Key Question: Should the government align policies with public sentiment or
continue positioning India as a global power?

HET TRA: FAT GIHR Y AAT T TAHTIATIHT & IHTET AT 1T AT HRA H ARTH
AP & T H FUIRT A W &A1 &1 FIfge?

e The FTA with the EU will be a key test to determine whether India’s global ambitions
align with public priorities.
TR W & W FTA U Ageaqor 9T gafl, T8 <@ & fov o s it dRa+
AEATHIETY TTHTAT Y TATARATHT A Aer @it & a7 781

Conclusion: Finding a Balanced Approach

fas: wafara sfemior sraarar sraeas

+ India’s expanding global diplomacy is accompanied by growing domestic
concerns.
HRA &1 oot Raw Fefa & arer-ary ot Ra ot g @ ¢

¢ International summits like G20 and FTAs with the EU showcase India’s progress,
but many citizens feel that government resources should prioritize domestic
issues.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page68

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

g il CONTACT: 9971932488

G20 SR IFARTSET T AR U T F A FTA HR Y o1t F weiia w3 &,
clfeheT F§ ATTREI T AT ¢ o TXHRY FaTer=t H oo Feal T wrafdsar & amfew|

e Public opinion on economic liberalization is mixed, indicating a need for a
balanced strategy.

T 3RO W A Aar-sar 8, S dqfaa wreiifa #1 sraegsar #i gafar g

e The government must find ways to integrate India into the global economy while
addressing domestic concerns.

TR &1 AR AR srdfegaedr & vhiga 3 & VIY-A1Y e JGE! FT FATTA
A & AF @ gt |

Charges Against Musk
ATH W o9 3T

e Many Royal Society fellows believe that Musk’s inflammatory remarks on British
politicians violate the Society’s code of conduct.

FS Vel ATEE F HETT A ¢ o ffEer Ts«dnsit ) A% Y sr5a13 fecaforar
TraTseT Fr AR Gikar F1 Ieaad Fdl o
e Scientists are concerned about Musk’s role in the Trump administration, particularly

as head of the U.S. Department of Government Efficiency (DOGE), where he has
made major funding cuts to scientific research.

AT T ST TRATHT 3 FAEF Y HFAFT ! ot KT &, TN W . ow. Burdae 3w
et TRARITHY (DOGE) & Wl & &9 #, 5181 3ogio dallieid IreJaene & forw &g &
Heldt |

e Musk is accused of spreading false material and engaging in political propaganda
on his social media platform, X (formerly Twitter).

FEF I e ATASRT et 3R 379 |erer #AfFAr ceewis X ([F 7 2fiew) w aeefas
TR & afAe g 1 3R &1

e His company, Neuralink, recently developed a brain-computer interface, but he has
been criticized for not allowing external oversight in his research methods.

3eTehT &Y=l Neuralink @ §TeT 81 H U Se1-FTgeT $eThd faah A o, difehet 3o
damfert #Y efver ggufer iy wHtaT A AT 7 & & FROT 3T 3Tl 8 W

e Allegations of non-compliance with ‘Good Laboratory Practice’ (GLP) regulations
have also surfaced against Neuralink.

Neuralink ¥ 973 aaRed $fFecw (GLP) faat &7 areret o et & 3109 o o §

e Musk has made slanderous accusations against public scientists, including
Anthony Fauci, and is accused of encouraging vaccine hesitancy and doubting
climate change science.

ATH o IS dAfas!, ST vy B, 9T 3rqATsTa® 3R 79T, 33K 37 W dadeT
F AT BreTe dgre R STerarg aRadeT AT W H#eE ST 1 3RIT 8 &
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Why Has Musk Not Been Expelled?
AEF FI faswifaa 3t ¢t fFam arare

The Royal Society has over 1,700 fellows, but only 60 have officially signed the
letter supporting Musk’s expulsion.

T AETSE & 1,700 W 310 TexT &, Afha hae 60 TeEa) o aRe T T ATF &
forShTHeT & TaT & 99 9T gEae fFe §

Some scientists, including Nobel laureate Andre Geim (University of Manchester),
argue that Musk’s achievements outweigh his criticisms.

TS deAlleh, S Araer fasrar 3 wfer (Aeve Rreafaeame), &1 o ¢ & awF
YTl 3% AT ﬁaaa;ll # 3w ﬂscaqgi gl
The Society justifies Musk’s 2018 election as a fellow, citing his contributions to:

o SpaceX — leading the development of reusable rockets and spacecraft.

o Tesla — pioneering electric vehicles (EVs).
o Neuralink — developing brain-machine interfaces.

HIATSET 2018 F 7FF FY Hall ot ST Y 3T Sl 8, Sofeh ATETeT oh HTUR W
o SpaceX — 9eT: 3uANt A IR afet a= fasfaa s
o Tesla - gafdes amgal (EVs) HI Al ST
o Neuralink — seT-72feT SeThd AHTTT =TI

The Society fears that revoking Musk’s fellowship could cause political tensions
between the U.S. and U.K..

TIATSEr 1 =X & o AT Y TEEIT Eg F  3ARF1 3R foea & i wo=ifas aoma
9 GHAT S|

Some also argue that removing Musk could damage public confidence in science,
as it might blur the line between science and politics.

% Al 1 g 3 T & foh 7E I g @ Tt 3 Srerar 7 freard FAER 81 qHhar &,
Fifer sad faare X Trehfar & der &1 3iav e g g g

What’s Next?
3T T BYTT?

On March 3, 2025, the Royal Society held a meeting, but Musk’s fellowship remains
intact.

3 AT 2025 1 Waer WA Y A5 g€, bt 7Fh Y Fewaar 37 o aoh g§ &1

The Society’s official statement did not mention Musk, but it announced plans to
counter misinformation and attacks on science.

THATSE & INAFIRE U H AFF T Ioa@ 81 AT 3T, Afehe] S ITered FAT 3R
e R &Y 1§ el &1 AFTE FA Y AT S5 |
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e Future actions may include investigating Musk’s compliance with the Society’s code
of conduct.

TSI H ATF & AR WigdT F UTeleT &Y SITE ST ST Fehal B

e It remains uncertain whether the Royal Society will take direct action against Musk
in the coming months.

Ig 379 &Y 31fARTd & 6 Tae WA 3 arel AT & A%F & e FI$ dem deq
3STTaN I7 AL

Is the government stifling the
online gaming sector?

Online skill-based gaming has the potential to harness programming, design, and storytelling talent to
leapfrog India to the top of the tech leader board globally

|GS Paper lil: Online Gaming Sector |

ECONOMIC NOTES

Rajeev Gowda

he Economic Survey 2024-25
has called for “accelerating and
amplifying the deregulation

agenda”, and has urged the
government to “get out of the way” so
that businesses can go about their
business. While this sounds enticing,
what does deregulation mean in practical
terms? How should the government take
the deregulation agenda forward?

The gaming sector’s potential
Target areas for deregulation can be
found by surveying the regulatory
landscape to identify where the heavy
hand of the government is hampering
growth. One such domain is the online
gaming sector. The judiciary brought

attention back on the need to deregulate
the sector through a 2025 Supreme Court
stay order on the Union government’s
retrospective GST demand on the online
gaming sector to the tune of 21.12 lakh
crore. How did this come about?

Online skill-based gaming is a sunrise
sector, where three startups have already
transformed into unicorns. It has the
potential to harness programming,
design, and storytelling talent to leapfrog
India to the top of the tech leader board
globally. India, with 650 million
smartphone users and half the population
below the age of 35, can outshine other
countries in online gaming from the
perspective of technology innovation and
financial returns. A PwC report pegs
online gaming as among the fastest
growing sectors in India, accounting for
133,000 crore in 2023, and projected to
reach ¥66,000 crore, growing at a CAGR
of 14.5% between 2023-2028. Online

gaming could create an additional 2-3 lakh
direct and indirect jobs in the next few
years, in addition to the two lakh jobs
already generated.

Tax imposition

While the State governments of Karnataka
and Telangana are rolling out policies to
promote animation, visual effects,
gaming, and comics sectors, such positive
steps have paled against the instincts of
the tax collector. Union and State
governments have unanimously slapped a
28% GST on online gaming, a rate usually
reserved for public ‘harms’ such as
gambling, liquor, and tobacco. Some State
governments had even imposed bans on
online gaming, classifying them as part of
gambling, which the courts overturned
and termed unconstitutional, as “games
of skill” are legal and cannot be classified
as gambling. Such futile legal diversions
waste government and industry

resources.

The apparent trigger for such
regulatory interventions was the
conflation of online gaming with online
gambling. There are lessons for those in
the online gaming sector from this
confusion. Clearly families and regulators
are concerned about users’ problematic
online practices. The industry should
therefore strengthen protections against
excessive use. For example, by analysing
data it possesses about users’ behaviour,
it can create individually-customised
safeguards which prevent problematic
practices on their platforms,

The Union government's effort to
wring the online gaming sector dry is a
black warrant for online gaming, as
smaller startups will go bankrupt or
simply shut shop. It will also spur the
growth of illegal gambling and betting
sites, which are already flourishing,
typically operating offshore beyond the
reach of our regulators.

An effective way for the government to
commence its new wave of deregulation
would be to rationalise GST rates and
co-craft a regulatory framework with the
online gaming industry. But the first step
is to drop the unjustifiable retrospective
GST demand which threatens to eclipse
this sunrise sector.

M. V. Rajeev Gowda is a former Member
of Parliament and Ex Professor of Public
Policy at IIM Bangalore. These views are
personal.

THE GIST

b

A PwC report pegs online
gaming as among the fastest
growing sectors in India,
accounting for 333,000 crore in
2023, and projected to reach
266,000 crore.

h

Union and State governments
have unanimously slapped a
28% GST on online gaming, a
rate usually reserved for public
‘harms’ such as gambling,
liquor, and tobacco.

h

An effective way for the
government to commence its
new wave of deregulation
would be to rationalise GST
rates and co-craft a regulatory
framework with the online
gaming industry.

Is the Government Stifling the Online Gaming Sector?

FAT GIHR HTTeATST ATHT AFeT HY a1 WY &2

Economic Survey and Deregulation

3nfds gdaror ik RfATaaT 7 da

e The Economic Survey 2024-25 calls for "accelerating and amplifying deregulation”,
urging the government to "get out of the way" to let businesses grow.

3T wdetor 2024-25 A " fAfATHAT F I T T A &7 3ETA FATE IR TER T

"I F FEA" T 37T S § Tfeh STGHATAT Sl dGet T HIHT [Hel |
e The question arises: How should deregulation be implemented?

e 3541 ¢ RAfegss & i Fa & s wfge?
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Potential of the Online Gaming Sector
TSl ATHT YFeT Y FHIGATT

e Online skill-based gaming is a fast-growing industry with three unicorn startups
already emerging in India.

mm-mm@amgmgmm%,mﬁmwﬁmmmﬁ
WG &

o It has the potential to harness programming, design, and storytelling talent, making
India a global tech leader.

g NanfAT, fEomseT 3R Fere Fgsr Y ufae F1 ReRa &= Y arar &, 599 g
ARTF TF NsT 97 gohar B

e With 650 million smartphone users and half the population below 35, India can
become a key player in gaming innovation and financial growth.

650 fAfaRreT FATERIT sURANTEHat 3R 35 9 & Fa HY hr ITeh SAHEAT & @Y, HRA
AT Farar 3R Rrelr R # srroft a1 wwar ¥

e According to a PwC report:
o 33,000 crore market in 2023, expected to grow to ¥66,000 crore by 2028 at a
CAGR of 14.5%.
o 2-3lakh additional jobs could be created in the coming years, adding to the 2
lakh jobs already generated.

PwC RUIE & HTaR:

o 2023 # 33,000 FZT FT IR, S 2028 dF 66,000 FU3 T IgT ThAT 8,
14.5% #Y a1f¥s gefer T (CAGR) & ||

o I Fo aul 7 2-3 A HfaRea AeRar giod 8 geanch €, S vgar @ #Hise 2
o AtsRat 7 Ssa|

Tax Burden on the Industry

ECRIDR I T IE )

o Despite State governments like Karnataka and Telangana supporting the animation,
gaming, and VFX sectors, the imposition of 28% GST on online gaming has stifled
growth.

gTelifeh FelTesh AR IFIAT SHHY Uo7 TIHR TR, ATRT 31 NAowvera Aee oF sgrar

¢ W &, AfheT 28% Nuwd oo A 37 &7 A ey aTdar aIRT Y 1 B

e 28% GST is typically applied to harmful sectors like gambling, liqguor, and tobacco,
equating online gaming with gambling.

28% SHTHE HTHAR TR FIAFRE IR S FAT, T A Fag T oA AT 8,
ST sifeTamseT AfAT F [T & TG AT 7 T &
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o Several State governments attempted to ban online gaming, classifying it as
gambling, but courts ruled it unconstitutional since "games of skill" are legal.

&S UsT THRI A ATeTarse AfHeT 9 qfAaer eramer y Hifrer Ay, 58 o At Aoft 7 T,
iferet srgTerdl o 8 IrEdenfaE FUR R, il “wlere srenia @a FgE 7 & du §)

Impact of Misclassification
e AUIHIOT T IHTT

e The confusion between online gaming and gambling has led to legal battles and
regulatory crackdowns.

3iferemger AT IHR U F o 37137 F HROT FTepAt AT IR fATHF gFaaiy 96 v g
o Families and regulators worry about excessive gaming habits, making it necessary for
the industry to implement safeguards.

aRaR 3R g srcafts AfHaT Fr sreal #t aw Rifad € Sod sezher & fow gran
39T Y AT FIAT HTTRIF Y AT &

e Al-based monitoring tools can help track and limit problematic gaming behavior.
THTE-3TeNRT AT 3ThIor WA ATHT 3real F &F 3R FART FA F A FAFS
gl

Threat to Indian Startups

AR Ferered & fav @aw

e The retrospective GST demand of ¥1.12 lakh crore has placed a huge financial
burden on the online gaming sector.

#1.12 o FUS Y Rl STFE AT A HiTarsT AfAT ey W A Ty garg st
T |

e Smaller startups may go bankrupt or be forced to shut down operations.
BIE TIEHT Faforar 8 Wavel § AT 37U HATelST Y §¢ FLe1 & foIT AT &Y Fhel 3 |

e This crackdown could push gaming companies offshore, leading to an increase in
illegal gambling and betting platforms beyond regulatory control.

Ig cara ATHT Fafaat Ft e aemRt 7 ade wFar g, Saw arde Jam i gt
CATHIAT # JEf &Y Fhel §, S fament & forior & amex g

A Call for Rationalization

RfaHsT o sFagiR® T i 3ragHdar

e The government should work with the gaming industry to create a balanced
regulatory framework.

TIHR I AHFT 3eNT & A1y FAreray @i famre giar gamer iRl
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e Steps for reform:

o

@)
@)
@)

@)
@)
@)

o

Rationalizing GST rates to encourage growth.
Clearly distinguishing online gaming from gambling.
Dropping the retrospective GST demand.
Implementing responsible gaming safeguards.

JUR & T e A:

R F e @ & faw sheady o1t wgfaa ww
3ifeTerrger AHIT FT FT F TISC T { 3T FIAT|

ool seadt Aler FY araw J=r|

SeerlY ATHT &I IR AT FAT|

Conclusion: A Balancing Act
forseny: Werer FoTT T@S FY AraRTFHA

¢ India has the potential to become a global leader in online gaming, but over-
regulation threatens its growth.

R AHTAeTSeT ATAT # ARTF AT TaTaY Y 47T TWaAT &, Afohed AT AT s0%
e &1 a1ftrd F @I

e Government policies should foster innovation, not stifle an emerging industry.

TSR Afadl FT ATER F TE1GT AT AR, 7 foF Toh IIRA 3TN FI gaT=T AT

e The first step toward deregulation should be withdrawing the ¥1.12 lakh crore GST
demand and creating a progressive policy framework.

Rfeaaa 7 S & Y feen & g FeA T1.12 9@ FU3 T STHE AT FT 9T AT
3R e garfaeiter Aifa arar semer gar @fie
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Parliamentary panel asks
Centre to spend more on
agriculture, rename Ministry

NEW DELHI

The Standing Committee
of Parliament on Agricul-
ture, headed by former
Punjab Chief Minister Cha-
ranjit Singh Channi, has re-
commended a change in
the name of the Union
Agriculture Ministry to re-
flect the importance of
farm workers, too.

The panel, in its report
tabled in Parliament on
Wednesday, has also de-
manded a comprehensive
crop insurance plan for
small-holding farmers.

The committee said the
name of the ‘Department
of Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare’ may be changed
to ‘Department of Agricul-
ture, Farmers and Farm
Labourers Welfare’. The
renaming offers several po-
tential benefits as it would
acknowledge the signifi-

The committee has demanded
a crop insurance plan for
small-holding farmers. AFp

cant role of farm labourers
in the agricultural sector,
the panel said.

‘Frequently overlooked’
“Farm labourers, who of-
ten belong to marginalised
communities, are a critical
part of the agricultural
workforce but are fre-
quently overlooked in poli-
cy discussions and welfare

schemes,” the committee
said, recommending the
establishment of a ‘Nation-
al Commission for Mini-
mum Living Wages for
Farm Labourers’ to ad-
dress wage disparities and
improve living standards.

The panel requested the
Ministry to put in place re-
quired processes and me-
chanisms to monitor the
usage of funds at regular
intervals, and to address
the issues that may ham-
per the entire spending of
the allocated amounts.

The committee recom-
mended minimum sup-
port price (MSP) for all or-
ganic crops, in addition to
the MSP declared on the
traditional crops. “Howev-
er, the demand for MSP on
organic produce should
not undermine the broad-
er MSP demand based on
the Swaminathan formu-
la,” it said.

Parliamentary Panel Asks
Centre to Spend More on
Agriculture, Rename
Ministry

T 37l A g A FRA W
IF T Fa IR FHIOT FT
ST dcelet Y FAWIREr &y

Proposal to Rename Agriculture
Ministry

@mmmaﬁﬁmmﬁ

. The Standing Committee on
Agriculture, led by former Punjab CM
Charanjit Singh Channi, has recommended
renaming the Union Agriculture Ministry.

F ov TRl wfAfa, fSwehr sreaetar q@
YoTe AEFHA T g aeet R W@ E,
FERT F AATAT FT AT FEee HT BN
gl

The proposed new name: ‘Department of Agriculture, Farmers, and Farm Labourers
Welfare’, to recognize the contribution of farm labourers.

T JEAITAd ATA: 'F, frarer AR FR 47w Fearor fsmer, @ifs FR @t F Deee

F AT AT GF |

The panel stated that farm labourers play a critical role in agriculture, but are often
overlooked in policies and welfare schemes.

TfAfa & wer 6 F 2ffw FR 8 7 FAgcaqe? sifaw B § afea ife sik

FEATTHRT ANSTTHT I I3FAT 39T wa &

Call for a National Commission on Wages for Farm Labourers

FT AfAHT & Fore sty i B awa

The committee suggested establishing a ‘National Commission for Minimum Living
Wages for Farm Labourers’.

afafa & F #ffwt & forw sgeras shaerareer aae o AT T TS e $H

AwIiRer $r
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o This will address wage disparities and improve the living standards of farm
labourers, who often belong to marginalized communities.

Ig AT FATTATIHT FY gL HL AR FTY ST F Nt Faw F gur w3, 3 3
afae woemat & ama

Monitoring of Agricultural Funds

R frferait ot Frowrh

e The panel urged the Ministry to implement mechanisms for regular monitoring of
fund usage.

afAfa  Farerr & ARt & swater F forafae PR & fore & aep w7 3mrE
fera|

o This will help ensure full utilization of allocated funds and address issues that
hinder agricultural spending.

5ad Jrafea faferat #1 qot suer giafReaa fFar S @@ ik F sa7 & amer srea arelt
FAEAT3 HT FATE 2T S1 7Ham|

Minimum Support Price (MSP) for Organic Crops
SfaF waal & fow sgeraw a7d« 77 (MSP)

e The panel recommended MSP for all organic crops, in addition to the MSP for
traditional crops.

AT o IRINE FHaT & MSP & 3ramar @t stfas wadl & e sff MSp & RAwrier

o However, it cautioned that MSP for organic crops should not overshadow the
broader demand for MSP based on the Swaminathan formula.

glelifeh, AT o Adraelt & f SAfaF wael F MSP At AT Farlarye wid 9 TR
ST MSP T AT HY FHSAR 6! FLelt eV

Conclusion: Strengthening Agricultural Policies

forserd: FR Aot =t Ao s

e The committee’s recommendations aim to recognize farm labourers, improve
agricultural funding, and ensure fair pricing for farmers.

FfAf i FAwie &1 3eged FR #fw! Ft Aar &, FR A yaus § gur Fw@n
3R frumt t 3R Ao galaa F= g

e The Centre's response to these suggestions will determine future agricultural
policies and welfare measures.

ST FAIRRIT TR &g T wfafsran sfdsy F1 F¥ Aifet stk Feamorary surt wr aa #ei
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Popularise fortified grain
scheme especially in States
with rice-heavy diets: panel

|GS Paper llI: Agriculture |

NEW DELHI

Even as civil society organ-
isations are raising con-
cerns over fortified rice,
the Standing Committee
on Consumer Affairs,
Food, and Public Distribu-
tion headed by DMK MP
Kanimozhi has recom-
mended the Centre to en-
sure meticulous imple-
mentation of the scheme
of distribution of fortified
rice across the country,
with particular emphasis
on the States where rice is
a staple food.

The panel hoped that
such a step will contribute
to eradicate malnutrition,
improving the overall
health and well-being of
vulnerable populations.

Areport of the panel, ta-
bled in Parliament on Wed-
nesday, observed that
there are differences bet-

Kanimozhi

ween the revised estimates
and actual expenditure un-
der the capital section of
the Budget during 2024-25
and recommended the Mi-
nistry to adopt a more ac-
curate and informed ap-
proach while preparing

future budgetary
estimates.
1t asked the Union Food

Ministry to manage and
monitor funds allocated
for food subsidy carefully
to ensure reach of free
foodgrains to the intended

beneficiaries under the Na-
tional Food Security Act

(NFSA) with minimum

wastage.

It expressed concern
that the Food Corporation
of India (FCI) has not
achieved its physical as
well as financial targets set
for setting up of godowns
for storage during the past
three years.

It recommended the
Centre to formulate an im-
plementation strategy to
achieve the targets and
solve these issues effective-
ly and in a timely manner.

The committee, in
another report, called for
an immediate action to fill
vacancies in consumer
commissions at the State
and district levels, address-
ing staffing gaps to im-
prove the functioning of
the Strengthening of Con-
sumer Commissions (SCC)
Scheme.

Popularise Fortified Grain
Scheme, Especially in
States with Rice-Heavy
Diets: Panel

e =TS ST &1 [y
T U IGl-TEIT AT &
CICA R KGR G

Recommendation to Expand
Fortified Rice Distribution

frolde g f9avor &7 TR
FeT Y BN

. The Standing Committee on
Consumer Affairs, Food, and Public
Distribution, chaired by DMK MP
Kanimozhi, has recommended the Centre
to ensure effective implementation of the
fortified rice distribution scheme.

W ¥l wfafa, foraehr sregerar Srews

e FAAE N W §, o Fg TWHR & fhdag Tiae RAaTor IST & weire) FaeageT Hr

THwITRr 1 8l

Special emphasis should be placed on States where rice is a staple food, to combat

malnutrition and improve public health.

T &7 @ 37 Tt & €A1t FHier fmar Srem wifye sretr wraer g e 8, arfes Fryor
F F T o1 w9 3R Adeee FareeT # guR frar o w9 |

Concerns Over Budget Allocations and Spending

IS 3Tt 3N @ 9 =Aar

The panel noted discrepancies between revised estimates and actual expenditure
in the capital section of the 2024-25 Budget.

fAfT & 2024-25 & qere & qeltora &3 F wNftra g 3 areafes @< & &=
frgarforat =t ae frar|
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e It recommended that the Ministry should adopt a more accurate approach while
preparing future budgetary estimates.

GfAf = [aorier S fah srfassr F a9 AT IR FIQ THT HAET F HOF T8F
TIREHIOT T TIfRT

Efficient Management of Food Subsidy Funds
@1y afewst fafet #1 Fere yave

e The Union Food Ministry should ensure careful monitoring and management of
food subsidy funds to minimize wastage.

FENT GIGT AATET 1 @ey wiewst fAfrat #r araureiqds ermd st gavrs glafaa
FIAT TIfeT arfer g dar F1 7 fRar 31 G|

e The goal is to ensure that free foodgrains reach intended beneficiaries under the
National Food Security Act (NFSA).

3627 Tg & Toh Uy Wiey FRaT sfafaasr (NFSA) F aga A aree qer ansnfday
a% 9|

Concerns Over Storage Infrastructure
$SRUT qEITT 91 FRyar

e The panel expressed concern that the Food Corporation of India (FCI) has failed to
achieve its storage infrastructure targets over the past three years.

afafa @ wre @ of 3341 (FCI) garT Roer dist ast # ssRor srqwtaen & @83l #r
gTcd F%e A RAwerar ) Rar saea )

e It recommended the Centre to develop an implementation strategy to resolve these
issues in a timely manner.

ST GATII3T Y TAT W gl T F [0 Fg F FETaaT WEfa Fwmfla s Hr
FawriRer $r|

Addressing Vacancies in Consumer Commissions
3UsiEFar e & RiFaar w1 o Hr RAwier

e The committee called for immediate action to fill vacancies in consumer
commissions at both State and district levels.

afafa & T 3R e T W) 39eiEar 3maen & RiFaat #) oxa F e afa 18
FTeT ST AT HT|

e This willimprove the functioning of the Strengthening of Consumer Commissions
(SCC) Scheme.

T IUHIFAT HTANN Y AT Fet T ANeTell (SCC) & FT FY THTET qaTea|
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Conclusion: Strengthening Public Welfare Through Fortified Food
Distribution

forsad: fratee weaTeT fAaRoT & ATETH ¥ SAFATOT HY TG FIEA

The recommendations focus on improving food security, reducing malnutrition, and
ensuring proper fund utilization.

AR T SeeeT WIed & # GUR, FAIUT FHI F F1 AR Aftt & sfra saahr
Y gARad Fr ¢ |

The Centre’s response to these suggestions will be crucial in shaping future food

distribution and subsidy policies.

o1 Rt oX &g i fafrar iy i @ Javor 3kt afewd Aot # R
& H Fgeaqu gan|

Cong., DMK MPs walk out of LS over
nod to project near Pakistan border

NEW DELHI

Congress and Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam mem-
bers walked out of the Lok
Sabha on Wednesday to ex-
press their dissatisfaction
with the reply given by Un-
ion Minister Pralhad Joshi
on reported clearance
granted to a renewable
energy project near the In-
dia-Pakistan border.

Asking a supplementary
question during Question
Hour, Congress leader
Manish Tewari said nation-
al security and energy se-
curity had to go hand in
hand. Though he did not
name any particular
group, his question was in
connection with a news re-
port in The Guardian last
month that the govern-
ment had changed security
regulations on the India-
Pakistan border in Gujarat
to allow the Adani Group
to set up a renewable ener-
gy park.

Mr. Tewari said the
mixed renewable energy
project would run up to a
kilometre of the Interna-
tional Border, and noted
that as per security proto-
col, any big infrastructure
project should be at least
10 km from the border. He

Seeking answers: Opposition MPs walking out from the Lok Sabha
during the Budget Session of Parliament on Wednesday. ANI

asked whether any relaxa-
tion had been granted to
the proposed project.

Mr. Joshi, the Minister
for New and Renewable
Energy, said all approvals
and licences to any propo-
sal are granted after ob-
taining clearances from the
Centre, the State, and rele-
vant agencies.

Upset with the reply, the
Congress members
trooped into the Well of
the House and started rais-
ing slogans on national se-
curity. When Speaker Om
Birla refused to take note
of their protest, the Con-
gress and DMK members
staged a walkout.

Separately, the Congress

raked up alleged links of
the Adani Group with
some shell companies in
Mauritius. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is on a state
visit to the island nation.

Shell companies

Congress general secretary
(communications) Jairam
Ramesh, in a post on the
social media platform X,
targeted the government
for “failing” to investigate
charges of money launder-
ing. He said Mauritius was
an important financial
centre and a long-time ally
of India. “However, the re-
lationship was tarnished
by credible allegations that
shell companies in Mauriti-

us were used by Adani and
his associates to engage in
large-scale money-launder-
ing, round-tripping, and
tax evasion,” he said.

Mr. Ramesh said a Su-
preme Court-monitored
SEBI investigation that was
supposed to take two
months has gone on for
two years “in part because
of its failure to obtain infor-
mation from foreign juris-
dictions involved in the
Adani MegaScam”.

“Rather than encourage
his counterparts to share
the information needed to
prosecute the financial
skulduggery of his close
friends, we fear that he will
continue to protect them
via acts of omission and
commission,” Mr. Ramesh
alleged.

He also alleged that
“this wholesale capture” of
the Indian economy and its
leading institutions “ex-
plains why the biggest cor-
ruption scam in Indian his-
tory has yet to achieve
closure”.

“It explains how and
why election tampering
has occurred in Maharash-
tra and elsewhere. The
answer can only be a full-
scale investigation by a
JPC,” the Congress leader
said.

Cong., DMK MPs
Walk Out of LS Over
Nod to Project Near
Pakistan Border

qrferedter HAT & a1
RIS Y Al W
T AHTAT A
qTh3MT3e

Opposition Protests
Over Renewable
Energy Project Near
Border

AT & 919 TdIhoiir
FoT IRISTAT A AT
fager &1 faer

e Congress and DMK MPs
walked out of Lok Sabha on
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Wednesday to protest against Union Minister Pralhad Joshi’s reply regarding the
clearance of a renewable energy project near the India-Pakistan border.

TUAR F FAY AR wwrs FwaT  drwws § aewsnse fran, w1l F w70 vese
sl & s-wifrearer €T F are il ST oAt St A & 9X ST R

Congress leader Manish Tewari questioned whether national security was being
compromised by allowing the project just 1 km from the border, despite security
norms requiring a minimum 10 km buffer zone.

FIIH AT A FAGTY F Falrer ISTAT foh T IR FI&T | WHSAT forar 57 @1 8, it
Ig IRASTAT WaAT & AT 1 et gF 18U &, STafeh GRam AreTehi & HJdR F7 8§ F 10

oY T BT AN ITIITF &

The project was reported by The Guardian, which claimed that the government relaxed
security rules in Gujarat to allow the Adani Group to establish a renewable energy
park.

& e T U RAIE & AN, THN o Torra H FRam 7t & e §, o srewh
HE ! AN AT Tk TS FI T 377ATS (7|

Government's Response and Opposition's Walkout

TR H yfafrar i fAger #1 ap3mse

Minister Pralhad Joshi stated that all approvals and licenses for projects are given
only after security clearances from central, state, and relevant agencies.

#AY wogTe Sl o e T wel A iR SAT el Fg, Te AR wefda vt &
F&T FHd e & a1e fow S €

Dissatisfied with the response, Congress MPs protested in the Well of the House,
raising slogans on national security.

3 A HATSE FIAW WiHal A TeoT & Jar 7 Faver v, 3 ey geam o1 aARara

When Speaker Om Birla refused to consider their protest, Congress and DMK MPs
walked out.

S ANFTHT IeFeT A RATAT A 3% AU T THHR FET fhar, o FE 3R Hvas
HIHEY oF ATHATIC TFaT|

Congress Raises Allegations on Adani Group’s Offshore Deals

FAF A IS T & faaelt Aer-aer 9 IR e

Congress also targeted the Adani Group, alleging its links with shell companies in
Mauritius.

I o1 IHETA FIHg I FHET HIA G gl Toh 3T HIGA & AT FHuferdl § Fisans g
Congress leader Jairam Ramesh accused the government of failing to investigate
money laundering allegations against Adani.

FTA T ST T & TR T Tl & AT Hoft agar 5 3t Y o a2t &
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o He stated that Mauritius-based shell companies were allegedly used for large-scale
money laundering, round-tripping, and tax evasion.

3ol el [ ATOT RRud A HufAt w1 39397 92 Yo WX 7Y Aifeger, w3s-Rfar
3 FT R & forw fomar aram 2|

Demand for a Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC) Investigation

TgFd ga4rT wiATT (JPC) Sirer iy AAver

e Jairam Ramesh accused PM Modi of protecting Adani by delaying the SEBI
investigation, which was supposed to conclude in two months but has been pending
for two years.

SR TR A 3TRT 1T o dresr AYEY rereAt Y 78T w7 3@ &, Fifh SEBI 1 3=, 5
aY e 3 o @ oft, @ e @ e ¥

e He alleged that the Indian economy and institutions were being captured by select
businessmen, leading to the biggest financial scam in India’s history.

3egiot el foh AR srdeaaeyT 3R geamEl W giaer seRerafaat # Fear gy @ e,
m@ma:sﬁmﬁmwﬁmmg&n%‘l

e Congress demanded a full-scale JPC investigation to probe the alleged corruption
and election manipulation.

AT o TYFT WA VAT (JPC) G@RT qot ST ¥ HfaT b, ATfeh srverar 3R FaArd
ererelY & 3R B FiT 8 qF|

Conclusion: Ongoing Political and Legal Controversy

forsad: T 1 Terelfa® AR e e

e The issue of national security, Adani Group’s business deals, and alleged money
laundering continues to spark political controversy.

AR F&T, STt Tog F AT Hie AR FRAa 7+l dffeger o1 Fqegr Tt faare
T HROT FeT EIHT T

e The government maintains that all approvals are given following security
procedures, while the opposition demands an independent investigation.

TSR T FgaAT ¢ 1 Wt FdY YT URHA3it F dga & 9l §, Sl faver wae= sa #1
AT FT @&

e The demand for a JPC probe is likely to intensify political tensions in Parliament.
JPC ST &Y AT & THE H TSielifas daa 3R 98 Thar g |
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Lok Sabha passes Bill
to boost investments
in oil and gas sector

[GS Paper Ill: Investment |

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A Bill that seeks to amend
the existing law governing
exploration and produc-
tion of oil and gas as well as
delink petroleum opera-
tions from mining opera-
tions was passed by the
Lok Sabha on Wednesday.

The Oilfields (Regula-
tion and Development)
Amendment Bill, 2024, is
aimed at boosting invest-
ment in the sector. The Bill
was passed by the Rajya
Sabha in December.

Replying to the debate
before the passage of the
Bill, Union Petroleum and
Natural Gas Minister Har-
deep Singh Puri said India
was the only country
where in the reference pe-
riod of the past three
years, the prices of petrol
and diesel had actually
come down. This had been
possible because “the
Prime Minister reduced
the central excise (duty) on
two occasions.”

Mr. Puri said that Con-
gress-ruled States have in-
creased VAT (value-added
tax) on petrol and diesel.

“The oil Bill aims to re-
solve one of the biggest
grievances of global oil
companies interested in in-
vesting in India by provid-
ing stability in operation,
both in terms of tenure of
the lease and the condi-
tion. The Bill also does not
alter the rights of the

It aims to resolve
grievances of global
firms interested in
investing by ensuring
stability in operation

States, which will continue
to give petroleum leases
and receive royalties as be-
fore. The Bill also does not
alter the existing level-play-
ing field and offers no pre-
ference to either the priv-
ate or the public sector,”
the Minister said.

Among others, the Bill
aims to decriminalise
some of the provisions of
the original Oilfields (Regu-
lation and Development)
Act, 1948, by introducing
“penalties, adjudication by
an adjudicating authority
and appeal as against the
order of adjudicating
authority”.

Lacks vision, says Cong.
Earlier, Congress MP Man-
ish Tewari said the draft
Bill lacked vision and a
road map.

Referring to oil imports,
Mr. Tewari said that India
was not “future ready”.

“What is required is a
road map to make India
energy sufficient, which
unfortunately is complete-
ly missing. What is the go-
vernment planning to do
to encourage independent
oil explorers? Is there
anything in the Bill that in-
centivises them,” he asked.
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Lok Sabha passes Bill to boost
investments in oil and gas sector

da iR AT aT A T e F AT
ANHTAT A T aTRa fFar

A Bill that seeks to amend the existing law
governing exploration and production of oil and
gas as well as delink petroleum operations from
mining operations was passed by the Lok Sabha
on Wednesday.

o e, St e 3 A i @er AR 3eaee F
e 3 are AlsEr Fp # wetua w3 3ilkk
QSIfATs TATereT it AT AT § AT Hlet I AT
AT §, JUAR HI AFas & ariRa gam|

. The Qilfields (Regulation and Development)
Amendment Bill, 2024 is aimed at boosting investment
in the sector.

Jrgadresd (A 31t Qe weua g, 2024 #1

3¢eRT 39 81T # Rdu FY Fgrar A gl

o The Bill was passed by the Rajya Sabhain
December.

Ig fadae Reuew # usgwe gary wilke fmam arar o

Minister’s statement on fuel prices
$treT h1HAal 9T HAl HT I

. Before the passage of the Bill, Union Petroleum

and Natural Gas Minister Hardeep Singh Puri stated that

India was the only country where in the past three
years, petrol and diesel prices had actually come
down.

g o gl & uge, Farr wefeas ik wefaw dw
#alt 38T g gt o oheT o Rt € waRaAT 2T T, e
e diet @t 7 Jgker 3R Siorer i Frerdt areca & F4 g8
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He credited this to the Prime Minister reducing central excise duty on two
occasions.

3TEiol SHT AT TUTAHA GaART &Y TR FAIT 3¢UTG Yo FH FIA I 16T |
Mr. Puri also stated that Congress-ruled States have increased VAT (Value-Added
Tax) on petrol and diesel.

A g8t ¥ 75 o FgT o FAw-afa vl A dere 3k Sorer W de (e waftia &) sorn
gl

Objectives of the Bill
frdas ¥ 35T

The oil Bill aims to resolve one of the biggest grievances of global oil companies
interested in investing in India by providing stability in operations.

Ig o i ara & fder w3 Y seow ARaw aa Fulaal f gad 79 Remat 7 @
TH B § Fo T JITH AT o, [T FaTere & FRUITAT varT & 1 a5 |

It provides stability in both tenure of the lease and operational conditions.

Ig wee I rafty AR warerer i erat QA F Rear gavaa #war )

The Bill does not alter the rights of States, which will continue to grant petroleum
leases and receive royalties as before.

I AT T=al & ORI I werfad 781 a1, 3R I Tga F R wefoww gee I
FT Thd ¢ 3 AT IIed F TFha

It also maintains a level-playing field and does not favor either the private or the
public sector.

Ig wqfaa yfavaut galeaa #xar § 3ik @S a1 adafas & 7 Rt Y sft arafawar
gl &

Decriminalization of provisions
fadrae 3 sravrer e FRT 1T yrauTe

The Bill aims to decriminalize some provisions of the original Oilfields (Regulation
and Development) Act, 1948.

Ig Tadaeh et Jraerdresy (e si e sfafags, 1948 & To wraemal Y sramer
T Fol T JATH AT 5

It introduces penalties, adjudication by an adjudicating authority, and an appeal
mechanism against decisions.

Ig g3, v faviy sifterdt gary faviy 3k foher & e srdter i wfthar &1 enfie war
J
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Congress criticism: Bill lacks vision

FEOF 6T AT QAdgs A giewor i FAT

After Bharti,
Jio allies with
Musk’s SpaceX
for Starlink
net services

GS Paper llI: Starlink
Net Services

MUMBALI

A day after Bharti Airtel
signed a pact with Ameri-
can billionaire Elon Musk’s
SpaceX to offer Starlink’s
high speed internet broad-
band services to customers
in India, Reliance Indus-
tries’ Jio Platforms Ltd
(JPL) followed suit.

Jio platforms would off-
er Starlink serivces with
the pact subject to SpaceX
receiving authorisations to
sell Starlink in India.

Jio would make availa-
ble Starlink solutions
through retail outlets as
well as online storefronts.

Jio will not only offer
Starlink equipment at its
retail outlets but establish
a mechanism to support
customer services, Jio said.

“Starlink complements
JioAirFiber and JioFiber by
extending high speed In-
ternet to the most chal-
lenging of locations in a
quick and affordable man-
ner,” Jio added.

Jio and SpaceX are also
evaluating other comple-
mentary areas of coopera-
tion to leverage respective
infrastructure to boost In-
dia’s digital ecosystem.

“Ensuring every Indian,
no matter where they live,
has access to affordable
and high-speed broadband
remains Jio’s top priority,”
said Mathew Oommen,
Group CEO, Reliance Jio.

“We applaud Jio’s com-
mitment to advancing In-
dia’s connectivity,” said
Gwynne Shotwell, presi-
dent and chief operating
officer, SpaceX.

o Congress MP Manish Tewari criticized the Bill, stating that it lacked vision and a road

map.
mmmﬁlﬁmﬁﬁm@rww?mﬁsmﬁ?caﬁtﬂﬁhaﬁ
FA B

o Referring to India’s oil imports, he said that India was not “future ready”.

AR & AT AT F7 FSIsh A §U 3ogiel g for aRa s1fasT & o AR adt 81

e He stated that India needs a road map to become energy sufficient, which is

completely missing in this Bill.
3ogiol gl Toh HRA P FaT ATHTANT Folot F AT v AT Ay smaegwar g, sirsa
e & ot e @ I B

e He questioned whether the Bill provides any incentives for independent oil
explorers.

37giel o7 1 a1 Ig faTe Fadd dd AHea¥H| & [T F$ WcHTge YaTT FIal o

After Bharti, Jio allies with Musk’s SpaceX for Starlink net
services

AR & a1¢, oY F ATF Y TAHTFH & 1Y TeRfdd A
a3t & fow Arsiey f

A day after Bharti Airtel signed a pact with Elon Musk’s SpaceX to offer
Starlink’s high-speed broadband services in India, Reliance Jio Platforms Ltd
(JPL) followed suit.

HRA TIXEH GaRT Tl AT I TAHCFH & AT HRA A Ferfow 1 18-z aisds
Ja13it  FerFer F fav wHslar #3 & vF R a1g, Remgw o cdewiry fafaes
(JPL) & ofY €Y Fea 31T

o Jio Platforms will offer Starlink services, subject to SpaceX receiving necessary
authorizations to sell Starlink in India.

Y cAThiF TeRfA® VAT YT FI9M, 920 TAHTFH H) R & FERfaw a9 & e
MaRTF HAfAT e S|

Jio’s retail and service plans for Starlink

Terfa® & forw foraY & g 3ikt dar A
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Jio will make Starlink solutions available through retail outlets and online
storefronts.

oY 3rer ger TN 3 siferarser TR & ATeae @ Ferfi® GATUTET FY 3Ty

HITTIT|

Jio will not only offer Starlink equipment at its retail outlets but also set up a
mechanism for customer support services.

forat o e Jr9e Goaur TR W TR AT 3UHI0T Y&t F9, Sfceh aeant & fore wgraar
a1 7 ot Turfa Hem|

Starlink complements JioAirFiber and JioFiber by providing high-speed internet in
difficult-to-reach locations at an affordable price.

Ferfa®, Pravarer 3R Saiwset 1 @ ¢, 6 a5 Ffea vumt & aw 3w
fFETI Seteie AaTT YeTe HIaT ¢

Exploring further collaboration

3TaY Y ArEterY Y FHTTATT

Jio and SpaceX are evaluating other areas of cooperation to leverage
infrastructure and boost India’s digital ecosystem.

o 3t FITEE 3o HEAT 41 Y FHTGATST AT T F W@ §, AT GG H
FOFAH ITANT FX AR F Biores aRTFufadr a7 # Jerqe frar s aF|

Jio’s top priority is to ensure that every Indian has access to affordable and high-
speed broadband, regardless of location, said Mathew Oommen, Group CEO,
Reliance Jio.

Rraraw forat & o W3 e A F g 6 & AT 1wl 3R grd-wehs aisds
R oY, g Fovait o o v ¥

“We applaud Jio’s commitment to advancing India’s connectivity,” said Gwynne
Shotwell, President & COO, SpaceX.

TAHTFH Y 3redeT 3 H33nt Tae aifeder 3 FgT, "7 AR Y FofFeiadl I AT Iamt
1 fora it wfdaerar 1 aIgar #id 81"
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Industrial output growth
hastens to 8-month high of 5%

January’s growth was led by an expansion in manufacturing activity which grew at 55% and

mining and quarrying that expanded by 4.4%: however, consumer durables logged a slower 7.2%

S Paper lII:
Industries

MUMBAI

ndustrial output
l growth quickened to

an eight-month high
of 5% in January on expan-
sion in manufacturing and
mining sectors, according
to data from the National
Statistics Office (NSO) re-
leased on Wednesday.

The Index of Industrial
Production (IIP) had come
in at 3.55 in December.

January’s growth was
led by an expansion in ma-
nufacturing which rose
5.5% and mining and quar-
rying that expanded by
4.4% in reporting month.
The sectors grew at a slow-
er pace of 3.4% and 2.7%
respectively in December.

The faster pace of
growth in the two sectors
compensated for the slow-

Positive trend

Primary goods output
growth quickened to 5.5%
from 3.8% in December

Index of Industrial Production (Index numbers: left axis)
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down in the electricity sec-
tor that expanded at a
slower pace of 2.4% against
6.2% in December.

Slowdown impact

Going by use-based classifi-
cation, barring primary
goods and consumer
goods, most sectors expe-
rienced slowdown in out-
put growth.

Primary goods output
growth quickened to 5.5%
in January from 3.8% a
month ago. Consumer
goods sector output in-
creased at a pace of 2.6%,
as against December read-
ing, when output had
shrunk 2%. Output in con-
sumer durables sector ex-
panded at the slowest pace
in three months at 7.2%

against 8.3% in December
and 14.1% in November.

“IIP growth at 5% is im-
pressive as it also involves
manufacturing growing at
5.5%,” wrote Madan Sabna-
vis chief economist, Bank
of Baroda, in a note.

“For the full year,
growth can be expected to
be between 5-5.5% if these
trends are maintained.”

Industrial output
growth hastens to
8-month high of 5%

AteAfAF 3T
geftr 8 AT &
ITddH FIT 5% U
Al

Industrial output
growth reached 5% in
January, the highest
in eight months,
driven by expansion
in manufacturing and
mining sectors,
according to National
Statistics Office (NSO)
data released on
Wednesday.

STerall & JHIeAS ScuTee qef 5% dF Tg TS, SiY TS A A T
O §1 7¢ Jeftr Rfastor 3R @ae 8 & AR & FRor g8, Auad
wefefPeaa BT (NSO) G@RT AR i ARY HFHT F HTAR|

fewaR 3 ite@ A scuTee FaHiH (1IP) 3.5% 9T|

Sector-wise performance

The Index of Industrial Production (lIP) was 3.5% in December.

&9aR yeeld

e Manufacturing sector grew by 5.5%, while mining and quarrying expanded by 4.4%
in January.

fafasior 8% 5.50% i gEftr & @ 31T a7, ST Wetet I Fe@etoT SAeTadt 7 4.4% H
gefr & A g |
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e In December, these sectors had grown at a slower pace of 3.4% and 2.7%
respectively.

T &, 3o7 811 7 I & 3.4% 31 2.7% Y, F 3T A oA

e The electricity sector slowed down, expanding at 2.4% in January, compared to
6.2% in December.

farsrelt & Y geftr SToradt 7 TeaT 2.4% W@, o fewaw F 7 6.2% ot

Impact of slowdown
HEY T AT

e« Based on use-based classification, primary goods and consumer goods showed
growth, while most other sectors experienced a slowdown.

FANT- TR FeATHT0T & ITaR, W faF 3 susierar avqai A gefer gof 1 78, STafh
3= FrfRier et o #7837

e Primary goods output grew at 5.5% in January, up from 3.8% in December.
T fie a3t Y Seae FEfo Saadl # 5.5% a% ugd 7, S RHa F 3.8% |

e Consumer goods sector output rose by 2.6%, compared to a 2% contraction in
December.

SUSIFAT aEq 8 Y ScaTet a1 2.6% T&Y, STafeh ferdrs & 7§ 29 Hp e §¢ oY)
e Consumer durables sector grew at the slowest pace in three months, at 7.2%,
compared to 8.3% in December and 14.1% in November.

3qAFAT TS I &1 Y Ity et 71 F wa@d el @), 7.2%, Safe R A 77
8.3% 3T sTaaT & 14.1% |

Expert analysis

et 1 faeeryor

o "lIP growth at 5% is impressive, especially with manufacturing growing at 5.5%,"
noted Madan Sabnavis, Chief Economist, Bank of Baroda.

"1IP =Y 5% Y gefer werraemelt 8, farery w9 @ fafawtor 87 7 5.5% A gefr F @y, %
311 il & A& RN Fee Faad o gl

e If current trends continue, annual industrial output growth is expected to be
between 5-5.5%.

IfE aAT T AR @ §, A R a¥ oy i@ eurest gafr 5-5.5% & i @A A
HHTAT
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Feb. equity MF inflows plunge 27%

on declining stock market returns

[GS Paper IlI: Capital Market |

Ashokamithran T.
MUMBAI

Net inflows into equity mu-
tual funds slid 27% in Fe-
bruary to ¥29,300 crore
amid four months of de-
clining returns from the
stock markets, according
to data from the Associa-
tion of Mutual Funds in In-
dia (AMFI).

Feb. equity MF inflows plunge 27% on declining stock market

returns

This led to a slower 18%
rise in Assets Under Man-
agement (AUM) of schemes
to 364.5 lakh crore in the
reporting month, the low-
est in nine months.

The AUM were about
¥67.5 lakh crore in the pre-
vious month. The rate of
growth in AUMs in Febru-
ary was also the slowest
since October 2023.

The slowdown in AUM
growth and inflows into
equity mutual funds re-
flected on Systematic In-
vestment Plans (SIP) con-
tributions and
registrations. Monthly SIP
contribution reduced for
the second consecutive
month, coming in at about
%26,000 crore, a decline of
1.5% from January.

This is also a faster de-
cline than the previous
month, when SIP contribu-
tions dipped just 0.2%
from December inflows.

Total number of SIPs
outstanding was 10.1 crore,
sightly lower than 10.26
crore in January.

Fresh SIPs dipped to
44.6 lakh, the lowest yet in
the fiscal year.

adl 7 3fFadt FEIer B3 # A3 27% Oy, weiw Arhe A

frae s

Net inflows into equity mutual funds fell by 27% in February to
29,300 crore due to four months of declining stock market returns,
as per Association of Mutual Funds in India (AMFI) data.

a7 3fFae TN s 7 e fAder 279 v 29,300 F03 8 a1,

Fifr NS IR AL A Feid AThe # Arae F &, vwfvers 3w
I B 57 53T (AMFI) F 3TFst & AR

Impact on Assets Under Management (AUM)
yaere 3refiaT gufear (AUM) 91 98I

e This decline led to a slower 18% rise in AUM to ¥64.5 lakh crore in February,
marking the lowest level in nine months.

38 fIrae & #RoT, AUM # geftr it aifa efelt gYat 18% @), At weadl 7 264.5 a1 a3

aa?qgiﬁ IR R 7 7 & 98 FH TR R I
e In January, AUM was about ¥67.5 lakh crore.
STl &, AUM I9T819T 267.5 T 1S UT|
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The AUM growth rate in February was the slowest since October 2023.

Tl & AUM $T g5t aT srargat 2023 ¥ a1g waw el @

Decline in Systematic Investment Plans (SIP)

ReeAfes s=aTedie v (SIP) # fiRrae

The slowdown in AUM growth and equity mutual fund inflows reflected in SIP
contributions and registrations.

AUM Feftr it fFad Fgarer &3 #F fder 1 #7&Y #71 3T SIP Aerare 3R gefiaor
ofY g

Monthly SIP contribution fell for the second consecutive month to ¥26,000 crore, a
1.5% decline from January.

AFAF SIP AT AIATAR GHY A T 226,000 FIN3 T@ 14T, Sl Sterad § 1.5% $
forrae 1 g ¢

This drop was steeper than in January, when SIP contributions declined by just
0.2% from December inflows.

TE STeradl 1 Telell & HTAF df FRTae ff, 59 SIP ATET # Fae 0.2% $ Frae g8
oY

SIP accounts and registrations

SIP @rat 3 gsfeor i Rufa

Total number of SIPs outstanding was 10.1 crore, slightly lower than 10.26 crore in
January.

Fel SIP @Al Y FE&AT 10.1 FUZ @Y, ST Stavady 7 10.26 F43 oY
New SIP registrations dropped to 44.6 lakh, the lowest in the current fiscal year.

AT SIP Yol 10T e 44.6 o9 @ 91T, 5 59 far a¥ & geqd FA &
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The mycelia of an oyster mushroom (Pleurotus
ostreatus) growing in a petri dish of ground coffee
seeds. TOBI KELLNER

The promise
of mycelium
bricks against

climate change
!GS Pager ll: S&T

NEW DELHI

In the light of climate change, the
construction industry like many others is
considering how it can reduce its carbon
footprint and become more sustainable.
One opportunity is concerned with
bricks. Fired clay bricks have been the
mainstay of the construction industry but
their production also emits nearly 300
million tonnes of carbon dioxide every
year, which could increase with more
urbanisation. A new advance on this front
is mycelium bricks. Mycelia are the
branching filaments of fungi that make up
its vegetative part. Researchers have them
harnessed to create biodegradable,
fire-resistant, and insulative bricks. They
are made by combining husk, sawdust,
and fungal spores to create a fibrous
network that solidifies into a lightweight
material. Within a few days, these
materials become a hardier structure.
Mycelium bricks have the potential to
reduce the building sector’s carbon
footprint, its proponents have said. They
are relatively more lightweight and good
insulators of heat. Aside from potential

Proponents of mycelium bricks
have said that they have the
potential to reduce the building
sector’s carbon footprint

use as panelling material in interior
designs, researchers believe
mycelium-based components can be used
in liquid filters, sports equipment, and
printed circuit boards. But before they
can find wider use, mycelium materials
need to improve in many ways. At present
they cannot bear heavier loads for longer
periods. One 2020 review found that
while mycelium composites have a high
strength to weight ratio, it is two orders of
magnitude lower than concrete. They are
also susceptible to moisture, biodegrade
in a few years, and cannot be produced
en masse. “The cost of growing and
treating fungi for construction purposes is
currently higher due to lack of
infrastructure,” Rakesh Jha, a civil
engineer and the founder of Patna-based
Veritech Infrastructure, said.

While mycelium is naturally
fire-resistant, prolonged exposure to heat
could cause structural failure. Mycelium
composites also absorb more moisture
than synthetic foams and plywood, which
is inimical for damp environments with
leaking walls or roofs. They also do not
resist termites. But these are problems to
be solved rather than reasons to discard
mycelium bricks. For example:
“Mycelium can be treated with non-toxic
flame retardants that can enhance fire
resistance, followed by a UV-protective
coating that can prevent
photo-degradation in outdoor
applications,” Tha said. The biggest
challenge is consumers’ attitude, which
experts have said will require more
investment in research and development,
to make mycelium bricks more
competitive with clay bricks, and
awareness campaigns to shift.

But thanks to climate change and the
advent of concepts like high-performance
buildings, interest is already growing in
alternative and sustainable materials.
“This shift along with policy pushes can
drive demand for sustainable alternatives
and help in growing the market for
mycelium,” Aditya Srinivas Kandaala,
founder of Roha Biotech, a startup
incubated at IIT Madras, said.

The promise of
mycelium bricks against
climate change

Seary 9Rade & f@eme
ArzAfATH ST Y

- 10)

HATIATT

The construction industry is
exploring ways to reduce its
carbon footprint and
become more sustainable.

faratoT 3gZeT 3r9s FreT
Fefie : F F3 30T At
RH1F a1t & Jil W AR
FT @ el

o Fired clay bricks, a staple of the
construction industry, emit nearly 300
million tonnes of CO, annually,
which may increase with urbanization.

e g el Y 2, it Foveiior seihar
T 7T AT &, §T AT 7T 300

fafae et Co, scufdia et &, 3R
AENHIT & qG & WY I§ 9 Hhal ¢ |

What are mycelium bricks?

e Mycelia are branching filaments
of fungi, forming the vegetative part
of fungi.

ATSAfoT FaF () A AR o

HIEATY @Y &, Y hdeh T TIEITa T ST &
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e Researchers have used myceliato create biodegradable, fire-resistant, and
insulative bricks.

QAT o ATSATIIH T 3TN Flh TRABIZTA (ST-3raue), FfFa-eh 3k
sqafed §& 7118 &

e These bricks are made by combining husk, sawdust, and fungal spores, which
develop into a fibrous network that solidifies into a lightweight material.

¥ £ 37, 3T o AN FaAPrT oL Y TR TS S ¥, R o e
YT aoTelt §, A Fo Rt 7 FoR 3 goehr 8 et ¥

Advantages of mycelium bricks

AAAH $f F vRIg

e Lower carbon footprint than traditional bricks.
URARE et 1 T 7 F Fra e

e Lightweight and good heat insulators.
goohr el & 3R areedy oot g arrar waeh

o Potential applications include interior panelling, liquid filters, sports equipment,
and printed circuit boards.

Fanfaa g # 3raRe 3T, ave fheey, @« 3u=Hor 3iX s affe 91 anfaer &1

Challenges in using mycelium bricks

ArsR e et & 39T F Fetfaat

e Cannot bear heavy loads for long durations.

0T AR F &S TAT TF e Ad! Y Gl

e A 2020 study found that mycelium composites have a high strength-to-weight
ratio, but it is two orders of magnitude lower than concrete.

2020 & T EATA & HTAR, AFATAIHA FHoAT F1 3o ATFT-V-TAe 39T 81T ¢,
Afehet T dehre Y Joretl H & [T FH ST ¢ |

e Susceptible to moisture and biodegrades within a few years.
i & ufa Fagereler 3 Fo awt & Sa-srawes (arif3ds) &t s 2

e Cannot be mass-produced due to lack of infrastructure, making current costs
higher.

AR g o A FAt & FROT a3 AR W 3eresT T AL, TraH Alsar At
=gl

e Not termite-resistant and absorbs more moisture than synthetic foams and
plywood.

drorer-eft 71 gYelt 3N AR wior A1 weggs Y Jore F rftE A s w3
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Possible solutions for mycelium brick challenges

wrgRferger et & galfaat & gamume

o Fireresistance can be improved with non-toxic flame retardants and UV-protective
coatings.

FfF-gfaiers avrar w1 - waw Rerdew 3 uv-wReTor PR F TErT T THaT
]

e Investmentin research and development is needed to improve strength and
durability.

A 3 Fnfie ag & forw g silt R (R&D) # fder #r smaeawar ¥
e Awareness campaigns and policy support can help increase adoption.

SRR dT ATRAET 3R AT e O ST TR /T ST T ¢

Future of mycelium bricks

Arsafoas §ef #1 wiasy

e Growing interest in sustainable alternatives due to climate change and high-
performance building concepts.

STeraTy TRad 31 3TT-gaele #ae FTURNEH F FROT RS RAFedt § 3R 9 W

e Policy pushes and demand for eco-friendly materials could drive the growth of
mycelium-based construction.

sAfeaTe icaTee 3R TTavor-3reqhe WA it qodt A & AgafeTs srufa favor
&Y 9141 e GFaT &

e “This shift along with policy support can grow the mycelium market,” said Aditya
Srinivas Kandaala, founder of Roha Biotech, IIT Madras-incubated startup.

“Jg dead 3R AfAara gade Aast AdAfoyd o # RFRT s IFI &7 1T 7gF
# Ta1f9d Roha Biotech & EUTIS 3TfecT shfAara sgrer ¥ g7l

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper 1V and Essay)

1. On Perceptions About Europe: Job Prospects and the
Russia-Ukraine War

AT & IR H YROMT: PSR F HTH AR F-Tghet I

Page9 2
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On perceptions about Europe: job
prospects and the Russia-Ukraine war

Essay

Vibha Attri
Krishangi Sinha

he pereeption of Europe 253
Tand af better job opportunities
lias been growing among
Indians, particularly amang the

younger and more educated rmnu\duun

necessary, while a larger section, 4%,

notable propartion of respondents, 2%,
admitted to being unaware of the issue.
“This lack of awarcness highlights 2
significant knowledge gap among Indians
when it comes o international affairs.
Furthermore, 16% of respandents chose
ot o express an opinion on the mtter
col

This belief is shaped by
including higher wages, career growth
prospects, and lifestyle advantages. A
well-established Tndian diaspora in
Europe significantly influences migration
aspirations. Many Indians have relatives
or acquaintances who have settled in
European countries, which influences
their perception of employment
prospects. Word-oFmouth
ommendations, social
influence, and success stories of Indian
expatriates contribute to & positive image
of working in Europe. Many India
students pursue higher education in
European universities, which often

(Table 7). Thes
underscore the complesi
of Indizn perspectives on Russia’s actions
in Ukraine.

Education and awareness

The study yielded a significant finding
regarding the impact of education in
shaping public opinion about the war
(Table 81. Amang respondents with
limited or no formal education, a
substantial 42% were unaware about the
issue. Moreover, anly 199% of this group
viewed Russia’s actions as unjustified,
suggesting a relatively low level of
engagement with international affairs. In
the case of wit

provide poststudy work
As a result, Europe remains as an
attractive destination for both education
and employment, reinforcing the
perception that the region offers
long-term career benefits. This article
explores the reasons behind this
perception, drawing on data collected by
the Lokniti-CSDS in collaboration with
Konrad Adenauer Stiftung (KAS).

Employment opportunitics

A substantial proportion of Indians (63%)

believe that Europe offers better

\.m])lwymm[mv]mnumucﬁllmmndm

(Fable 1). This perception is espe
in smaller towns, u].l job

s believe that Europe provides
better job oppartunities compared ta
three in five in mid-sized and big cities
(Table 2). The attriction to the European
job market stems from the presence of
structured carcer growth opportunities,
professional development programs, and

YD hene et pul]uL» that
encourage skilled migration
Addlitionally, according to the survey,
nearly 62% of respandents believe that
workers in Europe earm more than their
Indizn counterparts for the same work
(Table 3). This wage disparity is
reinforced by personal networks, as
individuals with family or relatives in
Europe are more likely to percefve a
substantial difference in earnings. Nearly
three in four (72%) respondents with
family muuh(‘n wnrkmg abroad helieve
that pe: urope earn more for the
sam work, mmpmjm three in five
among those without such family
comnections (Table 4). Indian
professionals and skilled workers believe
that their skills are valued more highly in
European job markets, where competitive
salaries, social security benefit
better working conditions provide strong
financial incentives
The aspiration for better emplayment
prospects has led many Tndians to
consider relocating to Europe. Nearly one
n six (15%) respandents in the survey
reported plans 1o apply for a work visa to

intermediate/under graduate level of
education, there w: c
percentige who b
actions were necessary (27%), folloved by
another 27% of respondents not being
aware about the war and 24% of the
respandents helieving Russia's actions are
unjustified. In contrast, respendents with
a college education exhibited a markedly
different profile, A significant 41% of this
group criticised Russia's actions,
indicating a stronger stance on the issue.
Furthermore, only 16% of
college-educated respondents were
unaware of the conflict, highlighting
substantially higher level of awareness
and engagement with global events,

These fndings suggest that higher

greater awareness
apinion farmation on glohal affa

survey explores Indian’s perception about Europe as an atractive destination for both education and employment. reinforcing the perception of long-term career benefus. It also
analyses Indian sentiments ahout the Russia Ukraine war across different tvpes of cities. These findings suggest that

higher education levels strongly correlate with greater awareness

Indian sentiments about events in Europe

2 the younger and more educated
im country

The perceptian of Europe as a land with a better quality of e has been growing am:

e about it 1
o opinion 15
Table B: Opinion on Russias actions in Ukraine by education
Education Level Opinian (5]

s [5)
| N/ some schosling 1 2
Mo
gradusts P z n
e 1 1
Question asked: ¢
ter emplayment appor Table 9: Opinion on Russia's aztions in Ukraine by exposure o Westem ententainment
Table nsresidinginsmallcitiesthink | _Expasure Level | Opinion (1)
Europe has berrer job prosp Russia's action Rasdia’s action Gt awa e AR T
o i No Expasure i 27
nall i - Lo 24 % 3 1
Mt s voderate s 1 i
sigh 3 13 1
Table 10: Gpinion on Russia‘s actions in Ukraine by city type
CityType __ Opinion (%)
Question asked: Do you think L L
tor employment L= L 1
Smallcity 19 ) I
Table 3; Fa Medium eity I 3 a 16
Eurape for

Exposure to the Western world
through different medinms emerged asa
significant factor in shaping Indian
perspectives on the Russia-Ukraine
contlict as highlighted in Table 9.
Respondents with no exposure
‘Western entertainment were more like
10 be not aware zbout the conflict (37%)
o refrained from expressing an opinion
(27%). There was a comparatively small
per cent of respondents with no exposure
who felt Russia’s actions were necessary
at 16%, in contrast to 21% who considered
the actions unjustified. In contrast,
individuals with moderate exposure o
western entertainment exhibited more
defined views. Notably, those with
maoderate expasure were more I
view Russia’s actions as unjustified at 44%
i contrast to 32% considering it
necessary. Those with high exposure were
almost equally divided berween viewing
Russia’s actions as necessary (39%) and
37% considering it unjustified.
findings suggest that familiarity with
Western media may have played a role in
shaping perspectives on the conflict,
‘highlighting the influence of global media
on public opinion.

e study also explored how apinions
on the Russia-Ukraine conflict varied
across cities of different sizes as
highlighted in Table 10, Interestingly, the
data revealed that respondents from
smuller cities were the most mnu\ ul'

Russia’s actions, with a signific:

Europe, v initiated

the process, Among thost seekin
emiloyment abrecd, mmenumuom
incucke higher wages (35%)
owth apportunit 's(Zl‘\) and access 1o
eloped infrastructure (7%) (Table 5).
Beyond employment and

e iy e case ot

‘mid sized cities, 31% considered Russi's

action as unjustified and 26% considered

sdents from big
actid

citi
necessary, and 32% considered Russia’

of Europe as a desirable work destination.
Mare than half (51%) of survey
respondents believe that life in Europe is

rfortable than in India whereas a
little over one in four (27%) don't agree
with this. This belief is strongest among
) and highly educated
%), while it declines with
age and lower education levels. Factors
contributing to this perception include
access (o superior healthcare, better
public infrastructure, and social we
benofits, Exposure 1o Western media,
including films and social media, has
reinforced the idea that Europe offers a.
Bigher standard of living (Table 6).

On the Russia-Ukraine war

The Russia-Ukraine war continues to
significantly impact global geopolitics.
And as the war enters its fourth year it is
important to understand Indian public
opinion on Russia’s actions, which seems
to remain complex and fractured. When
asked about the issue, 27% of respondents
believed that Russia‘s actions were

iage of respondents scross
different city types who had na opinion
on Russia's action, with 18% in small
cities, 16% in mid-sized cities and 7% in
cities, The findings imply that the
complexity of urban environments, with
their diverse populations and information
ecosystems, can lead to.a more polarised
public discaurse on infernational issues.
These findings underscore the
complexity of Indian perspectives on the
Russia-Ukraine conflict, revealing that
cio-economic and o factors.
significantly influence public opinion
These factors contribute to a nuanced
public discourse, highlighting the
div spectives within society.
The authors are researchers al
Lokniti CSDIS. This analysis is based on
data collected during a o

aspirations to setthe and work abroad

Table 12: Acpiration experience of travelling
abraad by age 2nd educat

by Indians for

Table 13:

3 3
UK 21
Canada 9
AE ]

Frar k]
Ves Swierland z
no sapan 9
Non-literate 10 Malaysia ]

I Maldives £

Thaitand 8

). Mauritius (3%)
2%)

Already appl

Reasans far applying for a work visa Table14: Preference for count

5 by e group and economic class

e e e

161025 ears ) 3 » | u
arandabove) | 15 n w |=a 2

ve-comfort: Class
w | = w | w | 5

s for travelling abrazd and o

various reasans vty

averal Country 1 given o chance, which country would you lke to o for (%)
e ) | cisn — n i

B 0 2 s

5 m I = E 2 B
01045 years o France s n 0 2
25058 yoars » Germany | ) » »
56 years and 33 taly 45 1
2 I isnd = .g W
Level of educabonel siainment o . . - S
e El Swesen I 16 © s 4
Some schooling 2 " . . ,
i | n 1 P s
College and above 57 ] 5 6 & s
T AT Tabb16: Percebved soclalsats ofindviduats £xposad t Europe through study, work, or vacation abroad

different platfarms

Vi typisally has Their sacial status is

er sucial status.

Study an Tndian Percepians of Eurnpe and
Germany, joindly undertaken by
Lokniti-CSDS with financial ru;:;m from
the Konrad Adenauer Stiftung, India Office.
You can read more about these surveys at
thehindu.com

No exposure B
Hig} mis itan

Low exposure 9
- = Parson working in Europe 3 3
N Perzon studying in Europe. o 17 2
High exposure & Person vacatianing in Euroge a n an

On Perceptions
About Europe:
Job Prospects
and the Russia-
Ukraine War

T H A A

This survey explores
Indian perceptions
about Europe as an
attractive destination
for both education
and employment,
reinforcing the
perception of long-
term career benefits.
It also analyses
Indian sentiments
about the Russia-
Ukraine war across
different types of
cities. These findings
suggest that higher
education levels
strongly correlate
with greater
awareness.

Ig qdaToT IRATT Fr
T 1 e s
TSR & fow o
HTHYH ITdeT & T H
RO Y TSAT HIcAT

g, fored drdemfores #RET wmer iy 4Ro At el 31 78 RAffes TR & gl 7 w-
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T T I F FARRRAT F T FaE B

Employment Opportunities

USAMR F 3qaT

e A substantial proportion of Indians (63%) believe that Europe offers better
employment opportunities than India.

63% SR T AT & T AT SR Y FoTelT F e AR HTHT Y&ToT FIAT 8|

e Nearly three in four (72%) respondents from small cities believe that Europe
provides better job opportunities compared to three in five in mid-sized and big
cities.
BIC AT & 72% FAGTATIHT T Ao & foh JUT g Al F FT@ WSToT FIAT 8, STaieh
7egH 3R T2 AT F Fae 60% 91 FHT TET AR

e 62% of respondents believe that workers in Europe earn more than their Indian
counterparts for the same work.

62% SRETAT3HT T HeTT ¢ fob AT F FA FIe ATl HT AR F THIA FIA Y Jofel A
3iftrF daer e B

e 72% respondents with family members in Europe believe that Europe offers higher
wages.

72% Fagrar forerd TRaR & w9 # §, AT § [ I 357 daeT vare S g
o 15% of Indians surveyed reported plans to apply for a work visa to Europe.
15% SR o1 &gl foh & JOT & e o dian & e 3mdest Hter 1 AT+ a1 @ 8|

e The key motivations include higher wages (38%), career growth (21%), and better
infrastructure (7%).

YA YROMU § 3e4 ade (38%), FRAT FEfA (21%), 3R Igaw giaamdy aram (7%) |

Lifestyle Perceptions

Shaerdtel i arone

e 51% of respondents believe that life in Europe is more comfortable than in India.
51% JTGIAT AT & fob JUT & Saet R HY gorar & JfaF 3RmAeT+ 8

e Younger respondents (60%) and highly educated individuals (57%) were more likely
to agree.

JaT IAETAT (60%) 3R 3= RfET safFa (57%) 50 T 4 3118 TgaAd |

e Access to superior healthcare, better public infrastructure, and social welfare
benefits contribute to this perception.

AT TIELY [T, AT i FTAIGAT, 3R AR FIT0T ATH 3 4RO H JR1GT
Crekd
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On the Russia-Ukraine War
TH-Gghel I W I

o 27% of respondents believed that Russia's actions were necessary, while 34%
viewed them as unjustified.

27% ETAT Al § foh &1 $T FRE1sAT Jraeas o, Safd 349% & 37 Irgfra A
e 23% admitted to being unaware of the issue.
23% FARETATHT o TR T & & 50 Hod & o wigi ¢ |
e Education Levels Impact Awareness:
FRI&TT ¥ FT SATRRRHAT 9T THTT:
o 42% of respondents with little or no education were unaware of the war.
42% A A1 =11 RA&T arel STRETAT ey F IR H Hetolret I
o Among college-educated respondents, 41% criticised Russia's actions.
Fioter FRATAIT 3TTETan3it &, 41% o T Y FESAT A 3TeT==T |
o Only 16% of college-educated respondents were unaware of the conflict.

A 16% FHiter RITEIT STRETAT It o IR H JeToTeT |

Impact of Western Media Exposure

gfvas Hifzar & voma
e 37% of respondents with no exposure to Western entertainment were unaware of
the conflict.

37% FaETdT foregiet GfRE#HY ARG 71 3T, JoU A HeTalret &

o 44% of respondents with moderate exposure to Western media viewed Russia’s
actions as unjustified.

44% 3eeTar foegia afResft AfEar &, w0 A FaEat # gl 7 8
e High-exposure respondents were divided, with 39% justifying Russia’s actions and
37% condemning them.

SUTET TFHYIS 9T aTel 3eREIdT RHfara &, 39% & $ f1iars #i 3faa Aea 8§, safh
37% TelT==ll FId &1

Views Based on City Size
AT & ATHR F HAAR T

e 41% respondents from small cities deemed Russia’s actions unjustified, compared
to 31% in mid-sized cities and 32% in big cities.

BIE AT F 419 FAGTAT FH T FIATS FHI HRT A §, ST ALTH HFR & A6 A
31% 3R a3 agN & 32% &1
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18% respondents in small cities, 16% in mid-sized cities, and 17% in big cities had
no opinion on the war.

BIT AT 7 18%, AETH AT H 16%, 31T T3 g H 17% IeRGIA13it Hr F1E I 787 oY

Education and Awareness

fRrem 3R FreTEFRar

The study found that education significantly impacts public opinion about the
Russia-Ukraine war.
HEAG H U1 IAT o FH-aheT S TR SAAHAT Y HTHR o1 A FRALT 7 Ageaqot v 81

Among respondents with limited or no formal education, 42% were unaware of the
issue, and only 19% viewed Russia’s actions as unjustified.

TSteT SeReransit v Ryam fifdra ar sitoafRer w18t o, 3797 @ 429 39 Hog @ 3retermar T, 3R
Fael 19% o TF AT FRAEAT FY IS ALAT|

Among respondents with intermediate/undergraduate education, 27% believed
Russia’s actions were necessary, 27% were unaware, and 24% considered them
unjustified.

AT TAF/TATR TaX 1 FRIGT UTeT ARSI H F 27% A T HI FRATSAT Y HETH
AT, 27% 3reTalteT &, 3R 24% F 3o¢ He A qaqmT|

Respondents with college education showed a different trend, with 41% criticizing
Russia’s actions, and only 16% were unaware of the conflict.

Fieror RTRIT SRETAT3T H U et G ST 718, TSTae 41% o &7 Y FRaTSAT HY
HTATT Y, 3R Fae 16% 57 ¥ T AeT1eT &

These findings suggest that higher education strongly correlates with greater
awareness, critical thinking, and opinion formation on global affairs.

soT [t & gar Toiar § o 3= Rt F1 3Raw Al Y dga¥ AT, IJTGTIcH S
3 = fA#AToT & e Haer

Exposure to Western Media

g AT & gy

Exposure to Western media significantly shapes Indian perspectives on the Russia-
Ukraine conflict.

aRaH AT & T 7 31T FH-GHhT FIY W ARAT TfeHIor FY 31FR & 7 Ageaqor
sfareT foremrar B

Respondents with no exposure to Western media: 37% were unaware, 27% had no
opinion, 16% supported Russia’s actions, and 21% considered them unjustified.

ToIeT 3ARETan3iT a1 aiversY AFEAT T FE TUF T AT: 37% 31T &, 27% Y FIE AT TAET
oY, 16% o & AT FRATFAT FT WAL T, 3R 21% F 3¢ AT A

Respondents with moderate exposure: 44% viewed Russia’s actions as unjustified,
while 32% supported them.
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HEIH T & G aTel STETAI3AT 7 44% F TH Y FRATFAT A e e a1, STeieh 32%
& o |

Respondents with high exposure were divided: 39% believed Russia’s actions were
necessary, and 37% considered them unjustified.

3T HYF gTel 30verdT fasniard & 39% of T 6 FRASAT T ATaeqs AT, 3R 37%
37 I Far|

These findings suggest that Western media influences how Indians perceive global
conflicts.

Y fasapy et € for aRa#H Af2ar ARaw gust #) dFH IRANT TieHor F genfaa &ar
gl

Variation Across Cities

e F AR e

Public opinion on the Russia-Ukraine war varies based on city size.

TH-IgheT e T A AT & HTHR & HTAR Aot gt 31

In small cities, 41% of respondents deemed Russia’s actions unjustified, while 18%
had no opinion.

BIE AT A, 41% ITETAT3T & T FY FRATIAT Y IIfara AT, STafeh 18% Hhr Y8 T gT
|

In mid-sized cities, 31% considered Russia’s actions unjustified, 26% supported
them, and 16% had no opinion.

HEIH HHR & A A, 31% A T Y FRAFAT Y AT AT, 26% aF FadT v, 3Rk
16% Y IS I g1 oA |

In big cities, 31% supported Russia’s actions, 32% opposed them, and 17% had no
opinion.

T3 AU A, 31% of TH Y FRASAT FT ARG fFAT, 32% oF Taver Fam, 31k 17% A FS
T g ot

These findings highlight how urban environments with diverse populations and
information sources create more polarized opinions on international issues.

4 sy gl 8 for fafder Sererean 3k gaem aat are aredY ararevor Jawrsdy Jeat
it gdiga T qama

Conclusion

sy

Education, media exposure, and urban environment significantly shape Indian
perceptions of global conflicts.
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o Higher education correlates with increased awareness and critical thinking.
Foa YT HAF SARRERT 3R sTaaAcAS W @ Tafa

¢ Western media plays a role in shaping opinions on Russia’s actions.
afResY #ifEar w0 F FREEAt W 0T I F syfAwT Aemar

o Different city sizes show variations in how people perceive the war.
fafdreer argxl  Taet arer wier gau Y 3T 3T alF @ @A §

e Socio-economic and cultural factors contribute to the diversity of perspectives in
Indian society.

"rATToF-3nfiw AR FFFfas FRE AR FAS # RAffe effeRon & avrgre & &)
TOPICS COVERED (PCS Special)

1. Pakistan Train Siege Ends; 340 Freed, 27 Soldiers Dead
qIfeREdTer &oT ERTEY Wea; 340 que Jad, 27 dfaw aAv arw

2.%4.21-Lakh-Crore Madhya Pradesh Budget Focuses on
Industrial Growth

%4.21 919 F3 FT ALT Y& Tole AP e w Higa

3. Opposition wins Greenland vote, as nationalists surge

Afierels Tora 7 faget S Sfia, Isgarfeat wr g e

Page98

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

©

patriotic (-

Pathshala
www.patrioticias.in

w

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Pakistan train siege
ends; 340 freed,
27 soldlers dead

lPCs

Agence France-Presse
SIBI

More than 340 train pas-
sengers taken hostage by a
militant group in Pakistan
were freed on Wednesday
by security forces after a
30-hour siege, an Army of-
ficial said, confirming that
27 off-duty soldiers were
shot dead by militants.
Pakistan security forces
launched a rescue mission
on Tuesday afternoon after
the Baloch Liberation Ar-
my (BLA), the separatist
group, bombed a rail track
in mountainous southwest
Balochistan and stormed
the Jaffar Express with
around 450 passengers on
board. In a statement after
the attack, the BLA de-
manded release of its im-
prisoned members.

30 terrorists killed

A total of “346 hostages
were freed and over 30 ter-
rorists killed during the op-

Ambulances wait at a railway
station in the Balochistan
province, Pakistan, to ferry
rescued passengers on
Wednesday. REUTERS

eration,” an Army official
said on condition of ano-
nymity. The 27 slain sol-
diers had been travelling
on the train as passengers,
the official added. “A large
number of (paramilitary)
personnel and their fami-
lies were travelling home
for their vacations,” said
another official.

One on-duty soldier was
killed in the operation.

Pakistan Train Siege Ends; 340 Freed, 27
Soldiers Dead

TRl o BRTaET W, 340 & FFd, 27
s AR T

Train Passengers Rescued After 30-Hour Siege

30 ¢ dY ERTEET & d1g <o JTTAAT T =TT 34T

 More than 340 passengers taken hostage by a militant group in
Pakistan were freed on Wednesday after a 30-hour siege by
security forces.

TIfREATeT & U 3TATEY WHE GaNT TEF SATC 7T 340 § Hfaw Jfxat
T TR FY 30 G HT ATEQY & qTe F&T o
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4.21-1akh-crore Madhya
Pradesh budget focuses

onind

[Pcs

| ustrial growth

1.27 cr. beneficiaries of Ladli Behna scheme to be linked with Central schemes; outlay 15% higher

than previous year; no new taxes; aim to increase per capita annual income to ¥22.35 lakh: Devda

Mehul Malpani
BHOPAL

adhya Pradesh
M Deputy Chief Mi-
nister and Fi-

nance Minister Jagdish Dev-
da on Wednesday
presented the budget for
2025-26 in the Assembly,
with a total outlay of
¥4,21,032 crore and a focus
on sectors such as industry
and agriculture.

This is the first budget of
the State that has crossed
the ¥4-lakh-crore mark. It is
about 15% higher than the
previous budget of I3.65
lakh crore. The budget also
estimates a revenue sur-
plus of 618 crore.

Mr. Devda said no provi-
sions for new taxes or any
increase in existing taxes
have been made this year.
“Our target is to increase
the per capita annual in-
come from .42 lakh to
¥22.35 lakh,” he said.

The Minister said capital
expenditure is expected to
increase by 31% compared
with the last year. The fiscal
deficit is estimated to be

Forward march

The Madhya Pradesh budget for 2025-26 focuses on
infrastructure development, religious tourism, industrial growth

m 39 new industrial areas

to be developed on 14,500
acres; ¥3,250 crore for giving
incentives to industries

m 18,715 crore for urban
development, 19,050 crore

m 3500 crore for establishment
of Vedanta Peeth, 210 crore for
Shrikrishna Pathey Yojana

m 1,610 crore for tourism,
culture and religious affairs;
3100 crore for Gita Bhawan

m ¥2,000 crore for

the preparations of
Simhastha Kumbh
Mela, scheduled in
Ujjainin 2028

m One ‘Madhya
Pradesh
Institute of
Technology’

in each division
on the lines of the
1ITs in the next five
years

"

m 350 crore for
pilgrimages for senior
citizens

for rural development; 3850 study centres in all urban
crore for metro rail projects - civic bodies
vl -

Madhya Pradesh
Finance Minister
= Jagdish Devda
arriving at the
Assembly to
present the
budget on
Wednesday. ANI

378,902 crore.

Mr. Devda said 39 new
industrial areas will be de-
veloped on 14,500 acres
across the State. He an-
nounced ¥58,257 crore for
agriculture, 323,533 crore
for health, 19,000 crore
for energy, 318,715 crore for

urban development, and
19,050 crore for rural de-
velopment. The amount
for urban development al-
so includes ¥2,000 crore
for the preparations of Sim-
hastha Kumbh Mela, sche-
duled in Ujjain in 2028.
The Finance Minister al-

so allocated 18,669 crore
for the government’s flag-
ship Ladli Behna scheme.
He said the 1.27 crore be-
neficiaries of the scheme,
under which eligible wo-
men receive monthly aid of
1,250, will be linked with
Central schemes like Atal
Pension Yojana, Pradhan
Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima
Yojana, and PM Suraksha
Bima Yojana. However, no
increase was announced in
the monthly payout as pro-
mised by the BJP in its ma-
nifesto ahead of 2023 As-
sembly election.

‘Focus on GYAN’

Mr. Devda said the budget
is focused on GYAN (Garib,
Yuva, Annadata and Nari)
with the aim of doubling
the size of the budget in the
next five years.

Congress MLAs staged a
protest inside the Assemb-
ly, wearing shackles and
carrying black bundles on
their heads to symbolise
the “burden on the public”
due to the government’s
debt. They later staged a
walkout from the House.

¥4.21-Lakh-Crore
Madhya Pradesh
Budget Focuses on
Industrial Growth

T4.21 A1E FUS FT
HEY YT Seic
e R
Hfga

Biggest Budget in
State’s History

T & gfagra &1 aaq
93T §9i¢

e Madhya Pradesh Deputy
Chief Minister and Finance
Minister Jagdish Devda
presented the ¥4,21,032 crore
budget for 2025-26 in the
Assembly.

HET W3 & 3y i e
Y STerier 98T A 2025-26 F
faT 24,21,032 3 FT T91¢
foreTeTare T & drer foham|

This is the first budget to cross ¥4 lakh crore, marking a 15% increase from last
year’s ¥3.65 lakh crore budget.

g T4 AT $US F IR Fle JTell Igell 991€ ¢, oIl [ASo ATl & £3.65 1@ FAS & goic &

15% 3+ |

The budget estimates a revenue surplus of ¥618 crore, with no new taxes or
increase in existing taxes.

SH Fol 7 T618 FUS FT To¥d ATAAY ITATAT & 3T HI$ AT X AL oammw I, 7
et T & ggfr Fr arg)

The government aims to increase per capita annual income from ¥1.42 lakh to

¥22.35 lakh.

WHR FT & Ui afFd arfi¥s 3T FY T1.42 A9 @ T £22.35 AT FAT ¢ |
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Major Allocations in the Budget
qoIC # YE TaeA

o 58,257 crore for agriculture.
Y &7 & fIT 258,257 F3|

o 23,533 crore for healthcare.
FATELY 87 & fav 23,533 3|

e ¥19,000 crore for energy sector.

oIt 817 & faT 19,000 FU3|

e ¥18,715 crore for urban development, including ¥2,000 crore for the Simhastha
Kumbh Mela in Ujjain (2028).

el e & fAw 218,715 w3, f5we 2028 & 359taT & 1Y aTel Rigey F97 A & faw
%2,000 FA3 AFAT|

e ¥19,050 crore for rural development.

Fretor R & faT 19,050 FA3|

o 18,669 crore allocated for the government’s Ladli Behna Scheme, benefiting 1.27
crore women.

TS IEAT AT & T 18,669 FNS &7 3Taed, FTY 1.27 FAT AfgeT amsnfead
giaf|

Expansion of Industrial Areas

3t a1at &1 favar

e 39 new industrial areas will be developed over 14,500 acres across the state.
T H 14,500 TFs 7 39 A€ iAo & s fre s

o Capital expenditure will increase by 31%, and the fiscal deficit is estimated at
78,902 crore.

qeitaTe s 7 31% 1 gEfer gYeft, 31 Ue wreT 278,902 FU13 AT B

Ladli Behna Scheme and Central Linkages

ATSell ST ATt 3R g TSIt & AN Y dgA

e No increase in the 1,250 monthly aid, despite BJP’s promise before the 2023
Assembly elections.

2023 ferargs T Taral § ggd HISTIT F q1e F d1g9lg, T1,250 AAF Fgraar & F1g gefor
EREIKIE]
o Beneficiaries will be linked with Central schemes like:

o Atal Pension Yojana
o Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana
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o PM Suraksha Bima Yojana
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Focus on ‘GYAN’ Strategy
‘GYAN’ I0HIf ©X SR

e The budget focuses on GYAN (Garib, Yuva, Annadata, Nari), aiming to double the
budget size in five years.
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Opposition’s Protest and Walkout

e %71 faier ik arR3m3e

e Congress MLAs protested inside the Assembly, wearing shackles and carrying
black bundles to symbolize the debt burden on the public.
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e Later, Congress MLAs walked out of the House.
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Conclusion: A Budget Aimed at Growth, but Criticized by Opposition
fashy: e ®iga gore, dfha Rgar v s« S

e The ¥4.21 lakh crore budget aims at economic and industrial growth, with major
investments in agriculture, infrastructure, and social schemes.
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e No new taxes and revenue surplus signal financial stability, but opposition
guestions rising debt and lack of direct relief.
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Opposition wins
Greenland vote, as
nationalists surge

[PCS

Agence France-Presse
NUUK

The centre-right Opposi-
tion has won a surprise vic-
tory in legislative elections
in Greenland, the Danish
territory coveted by U.S.
President Donald Trump,
as support also surged for
the nationalist Naleraq par-
ty seeking independence
as soon as possible.

The Democratic party —
which describes itself as
“social liberal” — more
than tripled its score from
the 2021 election to win

29.9% of votes, official re-
sults showed. The national-
ist Naleraq party, the most
ardent pro-independence
party, more than doubled
its showing to 24.5%. As
none of the parties won a
majority of the 31 seats in
Parliament, negotiations to
form a coalition will be
held in the coming days.
Never before has an
election in Greenland gar-
nered as much global inter-
est, following Mr. Trump’s
recently stated ambitions
to take control of the vast
resource-rich territory.
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Opposition wins Greenland vote,
as nationalists surge

fierels Tora 7 faver #r i,
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The centre-right Opposition secured a
surprise victory in Greenland's
legislative elections, a Danish territory
coveted by U.S. President Donald
Trump.
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e The nationalist Naleraqg party, which seeks
independence as soon as possible, saw a surge in
support.
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Election results and party performance

Tolrg aRoTe 3 gl 1 yeea

o The Democratic party, which describes itself as “social liberal”, more than tripled its
vote share from the 2021 election, securing 29.9% of votes.
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e The nationalist Naleraq party, the strongest pro-independence party, more than
doubled its vote share, reaching 24.5%.
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e No party won a majority in the 31-seat Parliament, leading to coalition negotiations
in the coming days.
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Global interest in the Greenland elections
fierels garal 7 dRaw s

o Greenland's elections received unprecedented global attention, especially after
Donald Trump expressed interest in acquiring the resource-rich territory.
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