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2. Climate crisis hastens the melting of Mount Kenya’s
glaciers
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Ugadi bites
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" ;4GS Paper I: A&C ‘

e T

Festive flavour: Mangos arrive at shops in Bengaluru on Thursday ahead of the Ugadi celebrations. SUDHAKARA JAIN

Ugadi Celebration
39ME) 3cHT

e Meaning and Significance
Ugadi marks the New Year according to the Hindu lunisolar calendar, mainly
celebrated in Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, and Karnataka. It is derived from the
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Sanskrit words "Yuga" (age) and "Adi" (beginning)", symbolizing the beginning of
anew era.

3 g Ta-w Folst & IquR AT a¥ 1 Q&3 1 Yclleh ¢, o 7T &9 4 e
Y&, Aol AR FaATesd H HATIT ST | T§ HEh A " AT (Fel) 3 "3fe (3men)
O forar 1T B, St Ueh oTT T hY BT T Yclleh ¢ |

o Date and Timing
Ugadi falls on the first day of the Chaitra month (March—April), marking the
beginning of the Hindu New Year in South India. The date varies each year as per
the Panchang (Hindu calendar).

3TTET A7 AR F Tge e (F-3718e) 1 37T § 3R IE SIR0T R H g Aaad iy
YTHTA T STl 51 SHhT T wrriar (g Felzw) & 318N g ¥ dgelcl @l B

e Traditional Rituals

o Oil Bath and New Clothes: People start the day with a ceremonial oil bath
and wear new clothes.

AT FoI1eT AR AT 6T olleT feT b QR3fed IRIRF e Foller & adcl § 3R T
HIS TETd ¢

o Temple Visits and Prayers: Devotees visit temples, offer prayers, and seek
blessings for prosperity.

AR gefer 3t wreie: ArcuTe] AR F S qEn-3rder X § 3R wpefy & faw
mefiaie AT

o Panchanga Sravanam: A priest or elder reads out the Panchanga (Hindu
almanac), predicting the fortunes of the year.

YRITAT SO, Ueh YoTRT AT o131 qaiar (fg aimem) gedt 8 3R af & srfasaever &y
IO Fd g |

o Decorations: Houses are cleaned and decorated with mango leaves and
rangoli.

FaTae:; o1 T GHTE T 378 I & gal 3 Frel & o sirar #1

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page3

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

9]

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

@PATRIOTICIAS

Access to abortion, foetal viability, and laws
thereof: women are caught in the crossfire

Studies show that most women do not believe that abortion is family planning, and a majority believe it is a sin. Given this context, it can be surmised that abortion is often a
last measure, not a first choice. Why. then, does the general opinion among providers seem to paint all women as ignorant beneficiaries?

s people on the inside, we have

heard, too often to ignore,

doctors bemoan abortions —

having to perform them,
counselling women who approach them,
the very concept of it. Not all, but enough
of us would say, “They’re basically
making us commit murder,” in a dozen
different ways, each more or less as
unempathetic.

The image seared into memory from
medical school is of a woman in tears,
undergoing a procedure with minimal
sedation to undergo an abortion at 14
weeks, as the service provider, a
consultant, kept muttering under her
breath, ‘making me a culprit in her crime,
and now she has tears?’ These statements,
it seems, grow stronger, and more
vitriolic, the later the abortion is
scheduled. It seems that the more
advanced the gestation is, the stronger are
these ethical pangs.

In the debate over abortion rights, few
concepts are as legally and ethically
contentious as foetal viability - the point
at which a foetus can survive outside the
womb. The problem is that there is no
single, definitive moment when viability
occurs. Though several different
definitions of foetal viability have existed,
it is safe to say that the foetus’ right to life
grows stronger as the period of the
pregnancy progresses. However, this
vagueness of viability lends itself to legal
and ethical arguments surrounding
abortions across the world.

India can consider itself somewhat
lucky. In the same year that the U.S.
Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade
and set abortion rights back by half a
century, the Indian top court delivered a
momentous judgment. It noted that single
“unmarried” women, who often struggle
to access abortion care, are naturally
granted reproductive choice as part of
their personal liberty. These rulings are
generally praised for giving women bodily
autonomy for abortions — amended from
20 weeks up to 24 weeks in 2021.

Medicolegal barriers
What happens after 24 weeks? That's
where the question of foetal viability
enters, and the ethical argument
surrounding abortions heat up. The most
recent amendment to The Medical
Termination of Pregnancy Act, 1971 (MTP
Act) allows abortions to be conducted by
one registered medical practitioner (RMP)
until 20 weeks, and two RMPs up to 24
weeks of pregnancy. From 24 to 30 weeks
of pregnancy, all abortions must be
reviewed by a medical board.

Medical boards are governed by strict
laws. They can only approve cases where
the foetus has abnormalities that are

theoretical concept of viability. So what
happens as medical advancements allow
us to resuscitate foetuses at an even
earlier period? Will abortion rights be
based on neonatal medicine
developments?

A question of ethics

Philosophically speaking, one could argue
for or against the rights of the foetus,
depending on one’s own beliefs. Ethics in
medicine are led by the premise of
primum non nocere or ‘first, do no harm’.
This, arguably, should prioritise the rights
of the pregnant person, and the harm that
she may incur. “Now the problem
[beyond 24 weeks] is that even if one
terminates the pregnancy, they'll have a

The Supreme Court ruled that all women, regardless of marital status, have the right to safe and legal
abortion up to 24 weeks of gestation, striking down the distinction between married and unmarried

women in the MTP Act. Imag d for

i with life, or if ¢ ing the
pregnancy would significantly harm the
pregnant person’s health. “Even if a
foetus has some serious illness but can be
medically managed with available
facilities, even if the life expectancy is
limited in a foetus with thalassemia, we
do not recommend [an abortion],” Jyoti
Bunglowalla, an obstetrician in Indore,
says. This reflects the general medical
doctrine, where the sanctity of life
outweighs the quality of life.

“Late-term abortions are mostly in
cases of assault, especially cases of
minors, where the victim doesn’t really
come out about the pregnancy until it is
at an advanced stage,” Dr. Bunglowalla
says. “We have to remember that these
are not common cases. We have great
legislations protecting both women and
doctors for abortions up to 20 weeks.”

The decision-making process for these
abortions is on a case-by-case basis, and
guided by the Medical Board. Their
decisions can be appealed in a court of
law, and here, the subjectivity of law
deepens even more.

Stopping the heart beat

In 2023, a 27-year-old mother of two did
not discover her pregnancy until almost
25 weeks. This was due to lactational
amenorrhoea a condition where
breastfeeding mothers do not resume
their menstrual cycles. Her previous
pregnancy a year back, had led her to
develop postpartum depression and
psychosis, which was being managed on
medication. With a breastfeeding infant
and a serious mental health condition,
she sought an MTP, and a medical board
was set up. While the MTP was initially
allowed, a member of the board emailed
the court. At this late stage, they stated,
they would either have to deliver a
preterm baby who would need intensive

ly. AP

e

Late-term abortions are mos
cases of assault, especially cases of
minors, where the victim doesn't
really come out about the pregnancy
until it is at an advanced stage

care, or would have to stop the heartbeat
to complete the abortion. This email was
sent five days after the MTP had been
allowed, and the petitioner was now 26
weeks pregnant.

Despite the fact that “stopping the
heartbeat” is a routine procedure in
late-term abortions for foetuses with
congenital anomalies, this case was
dependent on morality. The woman was
asked if she would want to “stop the
heartbeat”, without considering the
moral and emotional burden it placed on
her. No, she said, but she was resolute in
not wanting the child either. The court

P delivery. The news makes it
sound like doctors are denying abortions.
At that point we have to consider both the
foetus and the mother’s life. Even the case
of the 14-year-old [who approached the
court] at 30 weeks — her abortion was not
carried out because there was a high risk
to her life if the abortion is carried out at
that stage. If there is any risk, how can
one conscientiously agree [to provide an
abortion]?”

However, cases like the 2023
Jjudgement show that the courts can, and
do, prioritise foetal life over the mother’s
mental and physical health. Late term

THE GIST

Few concepts are as
contentious as foetal viability.
It is safe to say that the
foetus’ right to life grows
stronger as the pregnancy
progresses. However, this
vagueness of viability lends
itself to legal and ethical
arguments that surround
abortions across the world
v

The recent amendment to the
MTP Act allows abortions to
be conducted by one
registered medical practitioner
until 20 weeks, and two RMPs
up to 24 weeks of pregnancy.
From 24 to 30 weeks of
pregnancy, all abortions must
be reviewed by a medical
board

v

Boards will only approve
cases where the foetus has
abnormalities incompatible
with life, or if the pregnancy
would harm the woman. ‘If a
foetus has a serious illness
that can be medically
managed, abortion is not

abortions are not de I
and this case may have set a precedent,
showing that women can be compelled to
carry pregnancies, even if they vouch that
the pregnancy is unwanted and
dangerous to their well-being.

Studies have consistently shown that
most women do not believe that abortion
is a method of family planning, and a
majority believe it is a sin. Given this
context, it can be surmised that abortion
is often a last measure, not a first choice.
Why, then, does the general opinion
among providers seem to paint all women
as ignorant beneficiaries?

Exception to the law
One must ber that the MTP Act

ruled for her to continue the y.

Others have been denied late-term
abortions since then. The law accedes to
women their reproductive choice, but it
may also favour the unborn child’s right
to live — as long as they do not show any
obvious congenital anomalies. This,
despite the fact that most of these
judgments state that the foetus would
almost certainly suffer harm if the
pregnancy were to be terminated at that
point.

"While it is possible to resuscitate and
manage a 24 weeker in a state-of-the art
private facility, it is rare,” Shruti Kashyap,
a paediatrician, says. “When you think of
Indian set-ups, with the scarcity of
resources, maybe a 26 week [foetus] can
be managed, given the best possible
care.” The 24-week limit is based on the

doesn’t provide abortions on request. It is
an exception to the law against abortions,
to protect providers from the Indian Penal
Code in very specific cases. This means
that doctors often seek to protect
themselves. “When providers attend to an
unmarried person seeking an MTP, they
ask for consent — but this is usually
because they want to protect themselves
against lawsuits,” Sita Srinivasan, a
gynaecologist practising in Assam, says.

(Dr. Christianez Ratna Kiruba is an

internal medicine doctor with a passion for

patient rights advocacy.
1.com: Radhik

christic
Sharma is a public health physician in
Delhi, and an associate editor for
Nivarana.)

rec ' Here sanctity
of life outweighs quality of life
-

History shows that courts can,
and do, prioritise foetal life
over the mother’s mental and
physical health. A legal
precedent has already been
established that women can
be compelled to carry
pregnancies, even if they
vouch that the pregnancy is
unwanted and dangerous to
their well-being

Access to abortion, foetal viability, and laws thereof: women
are caught in the crossfire
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AT T T, $0T I Shaet a1ard, 3N $HA IS FIee: AfgeTC
e & el g% &

Studies show that most women do not believe that abortion is family
planning, and a majority believe it is a sin.

AT A IdT ToraT & [ rfRerrer AT a7 ALY AT & Taiura oRER
s F1 adier &, 30X 3rfersmTer 39 919 At &

e« Abortion is often a last measure, not a first choice.
ITTCT 3TFET TN 3UTT &A1 &, T8l Tached 18T
o Despite this, providers seem to paint all women as ignorant beneficiaries.
g TG, Sardm it A3 &t 3rarer amsmedf & & 7 Rf¥T e 81
o Doctors often bemoan abortions, considering them morally challenging.
SiFET AT I W W ST §, 3¢ A T & Fetehqot A 8
e Many doctors say, “They’re making us commit murder”, highlighting their ethical
concerns.

F$ ST FE &, "3 &1 A F AT AGR F W §, I 37 A Rianait v gaifar
gl

¢ In medical schools, students withess women in distress undergoing abortions with
minimal sedation.

AfSehor Tholl &, mth%an‘%maﬂafrmmﬁa:mmmwa@ﬁ%l

e Foetal V|ab|I|ty is one of the most contentious legal and ethical |ssues in the abortion
debate.

8T Y SFETFIAT TN 68 A Fa¥ fFarerede e R Afds HAeal A Uh B
e There is no single, definitive moment when viability occurs.
SHaaTFIar e I &, ST HIS AT 4107 781 B
e The foetus’ right to life grows stronger as the pregnancy progresses.
THTTEAT TGeT o HIY BT 30T FT SA1aeT HT HAFR AT glaT ST 5

o In 2022, the U.S. Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade, setting abortion rights back
by half a century.

2022 &, IANFY T FIE F A T3 I3 Y Yol 271, @@ amsiord iR garw af 9
el 7|

e In contrast, India’s Supreme Court ruled that single unmarried women have
reproductive choice as part of their personal liberty.

sae oI, Ra & goler ;€ & Shaen fear & sfaarfa afgensit 1 safFaera wae=ar
& ded Joide FT ARFR T
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The MTP Act, 1971, allows abortion by one registered medical practitioner (RMP)
until 20 weeks and two RMPs up to 24 weeks.

vt sfafaaer, 1971 & dgd 20 WedTg d& T Fehid RfFcar sqaurdt 3k 24 geare
& &Y AT saaarit TeITd X Tehdl &

After 24 weeks, a medical board must review abortion requests.

24 FodTg & dTe, I IRt 1 wHlet & fow v Rifcar 4t sravae giar g

Medical boards can approve cases only if the foetus has severe abnormalities or if
continuing the pregnancy would harm the woman'’s health.

TaIfehcaT S1S sharel =61 AT T HoY & Hehd! & IS oo A sy Fawrarorar gt ar arsfraean
S T W AfGT F T FI AHAT 8|

Jyoti Bunglowalla, an obstetrician in Indore, states that even if a foetus has serious
illness but is medically manageable, abortion is not recommended.

FaR $1 9qfer faerwer s srer arem wec € 76 3R or 7 8i el & Afher 39
Rafrcwhrr v & yaftra frar s wevar @, ot reiara sreperfdra a1 fonar S

Late-term abortions are mostly requested in cases of assault, particularly minors,
who do not reveal their pregnancy until it is advanced.

T @ MHUTA ST et gl & ATHA! H AT glct ¢, T &9 & aArafarit garr, s
37U IHTTEAT Y 3T F IAR FXA & |

Decisions for late-term abortions are made on a case-by-case basis and can be
appealed in court.

& @ MHUTA & el YeAE ATHA F YR W v 3t § 3K 3¢ srarera 7 et
Hhdl ¢

In 2023, a 27-year-old mother of two did not discover her pregnancy until 25 weeks
due to lactational amenorrhoea.

2023 #, g a=at Y 27 JUlT Al o 25 AedTE dF AT IHTIEYT HT IAT AT AT F1Th TE
TAAYTT & FROT AR G Fha (lactational amenorrhoea) § Hifsa Y|

She had postpartum depression and psychosis and sought an MTP, but a medical
board raised concerns about preterm delivery.

39 gHatR qaTe AR FAfIFha oAt 31 36 retara @ Aver A, i RfFcr as
3eTeT /T ! oleh T Fars |

Late-Term Abortion and Ethical Dilemma

T @ st A Ao gfaen

To complete the abortion, an email was sent five days after the MTP had been
allowed, and the petitioner was now 26 weeks pregnant.

AT T T et o TorC, oier et S1G $er a7 a1 319 Wt 7 gty & a1g o, 3R
ITTIhTehdl e 26 ACATE Y Isiadt 4|
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“Stopping the heartbeat” is a routine procedure in late-term abortions for foetuses
with congenital anomalies, but this case was dependent on morality.

" Ugee AT T [AATAT 9fohar § 3T & ansfara & aRIeT S1ar 3101 # Srewrertar Rrwarfaar
gl &, aifeheT I ATHeT Afasrar o fastw am

The woman was asked if she would want to stop the heartbeat, without considering the
moral and emotional burden it placed on her.

AT @ YOT IAT o AT I ST Nebell TTgcl &, [9eT 38 W fTaR v fF a5 38 W
Afas 3tk stTaeTeA® deT ST AohaT B

She refused, but was resolute in not wanting the child either. The court ruled for her to
continue the pregnancy.

3 Al X foq, Afehet a5 Frean w1ET wrgel Y| FATATery A Yl YA foh 38 arstaw
ST T gt

Others have been denied late-term abortions since then.
a9 & 3= Afgensit F Y T F MTUTT F PR A =4

The law accedes to women their reproductive choice, but it may also favour the
unborn child’s right to live.

hIeTel ATGAT3IT T FoTelel T HTURR ST &, Afhet Tg 3rotedt aea & Siiaet & HfUFR 1 8
TAST F ThcT g

Many judgments state that the foetus would almost certainly suffer harm if the
pregnancy were to be terminated at that point.

&% thercll 3 gl I § T TS ITeHTarer S8 T 9T HATC Y ST & T $[OT T earerer
e w7 & g g

Shruti Kashyap, a paediatrician, says that while a 24-week foetus can be resuscitated
in state-of-the-art private facilities, it is rare.

HfX T, Tk qrer Aot AT, FEcl § o 24 wearg & opor 1 amyfa fsh ghawmsd
qerSii it fohdT ST Hehdll &, olfehat g geleT ¥

26-week foetus can be managed in the best possible care.

26 WATE T OT I HaATTH SWHT H HHATAT ST Hhll 5|

The 24-week limit is based on the theoretical concept of viability.
24 edrg @t AT Nasreaar $r Agwifaes FTURT W HTRA 81

Ethics in medicine are led by the premise of primum non nocere or “first, do no
harm’.

farfarean # Afdear &1 Adca primum non nocere T ‘9, FI§ TFAT T F F eUid
RGN

The problem beyond 24 weeks is that even if one terminates the pregnancy, they will
have a premature delivery.
24 FYATE & 916 AT I8 & for 97 &) arotTaear gared o & Sie, T off 3rehTer 9| a g1amm|

Some cases have shown that the courts prioritize foetal life over the mother’s mental
and physical health.
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377 raffedr & 81

Late-term abortions are not commonly requested, but this case may have set a
precedent.

T/ AT IMAAR TR 3T 7 B, olfehol Tg AIHCAT Ueh Tl §ef Tehell ¢ |

Studies show that most women do not believe that abortion is a method of family
planning, and a majority believe it is a sin.

FETTT IaTa & T i AfFenT I8 8T Ay & wehara aRaR s fr o [{fer g,
3R 37T S8 919 AT E
Abortion is often a last measure, not a first choice.

YT IFTT IR 3UT gIaT &, TUgar Arey A7

The MTP Act does not provide abortions on request, but as an exception to the law
against abortions.

A IfATARIST T8I T IR T 3T FE FCT, e Tg AU & Wl Flefer
# UF IHYATE ¢ |
Doctors seek to protect themselves, which is why they ask for consent.

STereX g T T41e & FAIT 3o e FgaAta AFT &1

Sita Srinivasan, a gynaecologist in Assam, says that when providers attend to an
unmarried person seeking MTP, they do so to protect themselves from lawsuits.

Hrar shfrareet, ras i ST faRivs, wgcl & & ST Slae? arfaanfea safa s wadidt gerer
Y B, Al I TG T FTefelt FHGAT & T & forw Tar 3 &

DAMASCUS

Syrian state media says Israeli

air strikes hit coastal province

A |GS Paper I: MappingJ AFP

Israeli air strikes hit Latakia province in Syria on Thursday, targeting
Al-Abyad port and the city. Syrian state media reported no
immediate casualties. A war monitor said munitions depots were
struck, causing significant damage. Israel has intensified military
operations in Syria since Bashar al-Assad’s ouster in December. arp
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Rubio offers U.S.
security for Guyana

IGS Paper I: Mapping |
Agence France-Presse
KINGSTON

Secretary of State Marco
Rubio heads on Thursday
to Guyana to offer to put
the newly oil-rich nation
under the U.S. security
umbrella as neighbouring
Venezuela asserts claims.

A decade after the dis-
covery of vast reserves, the
small South American na-
tion is poised this year to
become the world’s largest
producer of oil on a per
capita basis, outpacing Qa-
tar and Kuwait.

With tensions on the
rise between Guyana and
U.S. nemesis Venezuela,
Mr. Rubio will sign a mem-
orandum of understanding
that outlines security
cooperation, according to
the State Department.

Marco Rubio
President Donald
Trump’s administration

said it envisioned a rela-
tionship with Guyana akin
to those with oil-rich Gulf
Arab nations, which wel-
come U.S. troops for their
security.

Guyanese President Ir-
faan Ali, who faces re-elec-
tion this year, has em-
braced closer defence
cooperation with the U.S.

~+ Rubio offers U.S.

security for Guyana
ST o IATAT Y
AT &I HY JerHer
G|

Secretary of State Marco
Rubio heads on Thursday
to Guyana to offer U.S.
security assistance as
Venezuela asserts
territorial claims.

fader 7 At wfrat aeaw
Y I[ATAT 51T T 8 1o
AT 1 F&T Feradr
QAFA FI T, FIIH
dASTAT 3T ST ey
qeT @I 8l

. A decade after the
discovery of vast oil reserves,
Guyana is set to become the
world’s largest oil producer per
capita in 2024, surpassing Qatar
and Kuwait.

fRFqa a0 R it @l & oF AT
a1, AT 2024 F ufy afaa der

3cqTee # GfAT T WIH T3T 3c9IGH aofet ST 1T 8, 3N FaX T Fda 1 S 813 27m|

e With tensions rising between Guyana and Venezuela, Mr. Rubio will sign a
memorandum of understanding (MoU) on security cooperation, according to the
State Department.

TATAT R IR F T TATT TG F AT, A TAAYT AT WEAT W TF FAFAT AT
(MoU) TR §EFATER Fa1, T faomer & e |

e President Donald Trump’s administration had earlier envisioned a security
relationship with Guyana similar to oil-rich Gulf Arab nations, where U.S. troops
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ensure protection.

qd Tregafer SeTTes €9 & WRITHe o Ugel 81 IATAT & |TY YT € GRaT Haer T a3t
Foqar 1 Y, ST o Ao-wopey 3T @rE &0 & §, STeT AR A gram gere F:3a ¢

e Guyanese President Irfaan Ali, who is seeking re-election this year, has welcomed
closer defense cooperation with the U.S..
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Climate crisis hastens
the melting of Mount
Kenya’s glaciers

[GS Paper I: Mapping |

Agence France-Presse
MERU

Charles Kibaki Muchiri traced the water trickling
across the surface of the Lewis Glacier with his fin-
gers, illustrating how quickly climate change is
melting the huge ice blocks off of Africa’s second-
highest mountain.

For nearly 25 years, the affable 50-year-old
guide has been taking hikers to the peaks of
Mount Kenya, nearly 5,000 metres above sea le-
vel, and observing their transformation from a
landscape of snow and ice, to brown rock.

“It was very beautiful,” he said. He recalled the
ice caves and thick layer of snow that lasted sever-
al months on the peaks of this ancient volcano.

The Lewis Glacier once covered one of Mount
Kenya’s slopes. The imposing mass of ice visible in
archive photos has now been reduced to just two
blocks — the biggest only a few dozen metres
wide.

Mr. Muchiri said he fears the glacier will be en-
tirely gone in a few years, transforming the land-
scape and discouraging visitors. His observations
are backed up by numerous studies, while scien-
tists have found ice loss from the world’s glaciers
has accelerated over the past decade.

Mount Kenya is one of the only mountains on
the African continent with glaciers, and scientists
fear that as soon as 2030, it could become one of
the first to turn entirely ice-free in modern times.

The Lewis Glacier lost 90% of its volume bet-
ween 1934 and 2010, according to a 2011 study led
by Rainer Prinz of Austria’s University of Inns-
bruck.

A satellite study last year found that the surface
area of the ice on Mount Kenya was just 4.2% of
the size compared with the first reliable observa-
tions in 1900.

T&TT GEAT 71 gAY a1

Climate crisis hastens the melting of
Mount Kenya’s glaciers

STy HHE ATSE HedT & T A & Rreret
$rafa I F @Y

Charles Kibaki Muchiri traced the water trickling
across the surface of the Lewis Glacier,
showing how climate change is rapidly melting
the massive ice blocks on Africa’s second-
highest mountain.

Tee e AR 3 oS E TR # T T aEd
et Y e 3R e & Srerary aRade e ave
3TRIT & GEX HaW 5 ad W ahier @1 F aslt &
freren &1 21

. For nearly 25 years, the 50-year-old guide has taken
hikers to the peaks of Mount Kenya (5,000 meters above sea
level) and observed its transformation from a snowy
landscape to barren rock.

FTSaT 25 Nt /, 50 T M$T TAARIR T Y WHg e @ 5,000
et F AT FAT S DT W o 37 ] & 3R aF A oF aReed
F @t gceEl # sqad 3@ @ ¢

o “It was very beautiful,” he recalled, describing the ice caves and thick snow layers
that once covered the peaks for several months.

"IE TG YT U1," 37 A1 I §U el o hall ahfel e i Ay itk Ay o3t A
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. The Lewis Glacier once covered a
large part of Mount Kenya’s slopes, but
now only two ice blocks remain, with the
largest one just a few dozen meters
wide.

TEH TR el AT3T Foaq1 Y TATAT FT
T F3T fRTHT HaT FHIAT AT, oAfhed 376 dhaol
& g @s 79 ¥, o197 oad 931 o goieT
e ST w2

Scientists warn of complete ice
loss

e dafaet o gf aRg % @A giet
The melting Lewis Glacier, W|th a pool of meltwater atits q“ﬁ ‘
base, is seen in Mount Kenya National Park. AFp $ Adraet &
o Muchiri fears the glacier will

disappear completely in a few years, altering the landscape and discouraging visitors.
AR 7 572 TARRR o aut & ¢ff a3F e o sreen, forad aftee age Seen stk
deE AT 96 FT Tl ¢

Scientists confirm this trend, showing that glaciers worldwide are shrinking at an
accelerating rate due to climate change.

denfaet @ 50 wgfer i gt Air g, S e & o Srerarg aRads & FRor gfaam s &
TR At @ RFs @ E

Mount Kenya is one of the few African mountains with glaciers, and experts predict
that by 2030, it could be one of the first to become completely ice-free.

HIST HdT 31 FS PN 9l A § TF ¢ ST TAAA 8, 3N TAATAT o1 31 re § o
2030 % IE T a¥§ THTAgHT glet aTel 9§ ddl # & T g Hehell B

Rapid glacier loss over the decades

geUHI 7 TAfAIR Y A F g1

Between 1934 and 2010, the Lewis Glacier lost 90% of its volume, according to a
2011 study by Rainer Prinz of Austria’s University of Innsbruck.

1934 3R 2010 F dra, FET TARTT 7 39l 90% AT W &Y, Tg 2011 F AT A
IfAafddr e seags F W RS g@nT fre 1w sreaarer # arar o
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o Asatellite study in 2023 found that the ice on Mount Kenya covered just 4.2% of its
original size compared to observations from 1900.

2023 % U 39T IJEATT H YIAT 14T fob ATST FoT Y O el {eT HTHR & Faer 4.2%
R @& Hffa w5 a8 oft, 1900 i Faar 7
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FTIITIfIeRT Y ‘ideT U’ T &or
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Rajya Sabha Chairman
rejects Jairam'’s privilege
notice against Amit Shah

|GS Paper II: Parliament|

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Vice-President and Rajya
Sabha Chairman Jagdeep
Dhankhar on Thursday re-
jected a privilege notice
against Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah after the Mi-
nister authenticated his
statement that a Congress
leader had been part of the
management of the Prime
Minister’s National Relief
Fund (PMNRF) by citing a
government press release.

In his ruling on Con-
gress general secretary Jai-
ram Ramesh’s notice, Mr.
Dhankhar said Mr. Shah
did not commit any “trans-
gression” and that his
statements during a debate
on Tuesday were in “abso-
lute adherence to truth”.

Mr. Dhankhar added
that the breach of privilege
had been invoked in haste
to get traction in media,
and asked the House Ethics
Committee to lay down
fresh guidelines on the
conduct of MPs on issues,
including releasing com-
munication with the Chair
or notices served.

Mr. Ramesh had moved
the notice against Mr. Shah
for allegedly casting asper-
sions on Congress Parlia-
mentary Party chairperson
Sonia Gandhi while reply-
ing on the Disaster Man-

Jagdeep Dhankhar

agement Bill, 2024 in the
Upper House.

Mr. Dhankhar said the
Home Minister had backed
his statement by produc-
ing a January 24, 1948
press release issued by the
government’s Press Infor-
mation Bureau that stated
the then Prime Minister Ja-
waharlal Nehru’s announ-
cement of setting up of the
PMNRF.

“The fund ‘will be man-
aged by a committee con-
sisting of the Prime Minis-
ter, the President of the
Indian National Congress,
the Deputy Prime Minister
and there are some other
Members’,” Mr. Dhankhar
said, quoting from the
release.

‘No transgression’

“l have carefully gone
through the debate and
what the Union Home Mi-
nister asserted... The

Home Minister focused in
categorical terms that this
was the practice. I find
there has been no trans-
gression. There has been
absolute adherence to
truth which is vindicated
by a document that is avail-
able to the Hon’ble Mem-
bers, and that being the sit-
uation, I cannot persuade
myself to accord any ac-
ceptance to this Notice of
Question of Privilege
against Shri Amit Shah, Mi-
nister of Home Affairs,” Mr.
Dhankhar said.

He added that breach of
privilege was a serious
matter.

“I have declined with a
deep sense of anguish and
pain that we rushed to in-
voke breach of privilege.
‘We rush to the media, give
it traction, try to tarnish
image. And [ have said ona
number of occasions, this
House will not be a plat-
form to ruin reputations of
people,” he said.

The Rajya Sabha Chair-
man then referred to the
formation of the Ethics
Committee in 1998, and
the report brought out by
the S.B. Chauhan Commit-
tee that stated members
must conduct themselves
in a manner that upholds
the dignity of Parliament
and preserves their perso-
nal credibility.

Rajya Sabha Chairman rejects
Jairam'’s privilege notice
against Amit Shah

TSITHT EFeT A STIAH F1 AfAT
g & Ao RAwfsr aifew
it far

Vice-President and Rajya Sabha
Chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar on
Thursday rejected a privilege notice
against Union Home Minister Amit
Shah after the Minister
authenticated his statement citing a
government press release.

IrSeufa 3 TSTHHT 3reqeT Sy
YAES J ATAR HY IqE HA JAT AR F
f@eme e aiftw @alsr &=
e, Fif w7l o a9 Rafa &1
gaTaT ST 9N TITA Y FATOT Fomam|

. In his ruling on Congress general
secretary Jairam Ramesh’s notice, Mr.
Dhankhar said Mr. Shah did not commit any

“transgression” and that his statements were in “absolute adherence to truth”.
FTAF AFTHRAT FTIUH ALY & AT W 379 thifel H, YeT@S o gl Toh ATE A FIS
"Iedae g AT 3 3eTeh ST QO He AT F IHTET" U

e Mr. Dhankhar added that the breach of privilege had been invoked in haste to get

traction in media, and he asked the House Ethics Committee to lay down fresh
guidelines on the conduct of MPs.

HTE@S 7 $gl [ RAANMRFR &1 ) STegars H HAfFAr & T=9t 9= F Aw o= =, 33k
38 THE T IR AT Fwe) F 3raror ¥ Av fanfader Auia s & fow #gr)

e Jairam Ramesh had moved the notice against Mr. Shah for allegedly casting
aspersions on Congress Parliamentary Party chairperson Sonia Gandhi while
replying on the Disaster Management Bill, 2024 in the Upper House.
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FTIH AU o Ig AfeH SRIT 7T, fogd 381 T ITqHT A 3M9eT v faaasw, 2024
IR TT & SRIT AT el 9T {9 9 & foIT eng & f@are 3mafa Jars|

e Mr. Dhankhar stated that the Home Minister backed his statement by producing a
January 24, 1948 press release issued by the government’s Press Information
Bureau (PIB).

WS o el (o ¢ HA 7 YA TATT Y FATONT mar 3R 24 o1y 1948 1 TFR 97
AT U (PIB) caRT SR 9 faraAfee v |

e The press release stated that then Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru announced the
setting up of the PMNRF, which was managed by a committee consisting of the

Prime Minister, the President of the Indian National Congress, and the Deputy
Prime Minister.

U TR o 3THR, AchTellel TUTAHAT STATGIATE AGH o TUTAHAT TS Tl HIT
(PMNRF) Y TITY=T T S0t 61, T3 Terersial, TR IS HrEy & 3regey 3 37
weTersH Y WiATY qarT vt fehar Sirar |

. No transgression

aﬂémaﬁ

“I have carefully gone through the debate and what the Union Home Minister
asserted... There has been no transgression, and his statements were
absolutely truthful, backed by an official document,” said Mr. Dhankhar.

U@ A Fgl, “Ael TeH 1 €I J 0T ¢ 3R I FAl & T H RATE... 3TH
HI§ Seat g1 31T, IR IeTeh T Qoie: T 3, [T v AR gecrast
CaRT JHATTOIS T arar|”

o He added that the breach of privilege is a serious matter and should not be invoked
hastily to gain media traction or tarnish reputations.

37g1o1 shgl foh fARIMITAFR goter Tah 373X v § 31k 5@ #Afswn & o=t = an sfa yfder

A F AT STecarsl & ¢l 3w AfRw|

e The Rajya Sabha Chairman referred to the Ethics Committee (formed in 1998) and
the S.B. Chauhan Committee report, which stated that MPs must uphold the dignity
of Parliament and preserve their personal credibility.

TSIHHT IeFeT A 1998 H Afdd 3R FfAfa 31k v . alger afafa i R = garer
e, Tra# gl 737 & Giae! F1 TUg Y TRAT 9710 (@ IR T 3R 379+ safFaera
fregw=iaaT Y &1 FL= AfiRv|
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Parliamentary Privileges and Immunities

T frawfasr sk senfFaar

They refer to the rights and exceptions enjoyed by the Parliament as an institution as well as by the
MPs in their individual capacity.

Y HHE F TH TEAT & § H 3R Aiwal #1 @fFderd &9 7 gred sifaRi v Faw geda
Hefila & g

Without these, Parliamentarians cannot discharge their functions entrusted to them by the
Constitution in an independent manner.

g% e, HiAe 9 HAUTfad Fwdedl &l Faad 9 @ fAdger 8] ¢ Tohd|

Sources of Parliamentary Privileges
TET RReRY & a@a
Articles 105 and 194 of the Constitution.

wfaureT & ede 105 3R 194]

Ordinary laws such as the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908.

fafaa Frege, s Rfaer gftear afar, 1908)
Parliamentary Conventions.

T |
Classification of Parliamentary Privileges
AT fadwfrert &1 geffhor
1. Collective Privileges

1. aHfes e

The Parliament has the privilege to publish its debates and proceedings.

HAE FT YT ggar 3R FRARE ) gHm T F6 F1 FAwRER ued g

In normal circumstances, the Parliament does not prohibit the press from publishing its
proceedings, yet it does have a right to enforce restrictions.
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AT qRITYRET & 0 90 ) FER! IHRAd a1 @ J81 Qad), dfhad 3T arg gfaser
T FT FAOFR T B

If any individual or an organization is found violating this privilege, they may be punished.

Iy FS IfFa a1 GIoT =W RANRFR F7 Secue FaT &, ar 39 afea a1 a1 gt B

Each House of Parliament enjoys the right to exclude the press and strangers from witnessing the
proceedings.

UE & IAF ¥ed #7197 3N 9l afFaat # s 3@ @ e &1 AR greg 2

The Parliament has the privilege to punish individuals for the breach of privilege.

e A RNRFR & & Qv afFaa) #1 ftad & &1 JWFR urea 2

2. Individual Privileges

2. gfadara fTAufesrR

MPs enjoy the freedom of speech and expression within the House.

el F1 e & saw smyor 3 srfeafaa fr Tadaar area @

No MP can be held legally liable in court for making speeches or voting in the House and its
committees.

¢ st FiHg Fer AR s FARAAT & swor & W AqEW F F AT FEE T @
FeRerdt gt Tl

The court has ruled that Parliamentarians taking cash for asking questions in the House cannot
claim legal protection under this privilege.

=g A o R § fF @ d med qpa & AT a@g d 9@ g 3w FANReR &
e FI(AT TLETOT FT MAT Tg1 FT el |

Article 105(2) does not grant absolute freedom of speech; it is regulated as per the Rules and
Procedures of the House.

Iefede 105(2) Wil Y quT $IY0T T At &, 58 Fead & fAgaAt 3R gfvanst & seqgar
frifya frar sar &1

Under Section 135 of the Code of Civil Procedure (CPC), 1908, MPs cannot be arrested in a civil
case 40 days before and after and during the ongoing session of the Parliament.

fRafae afsear @fgar (CPC), 1908 #r &RT 135 & ded, AIWET I THE TF & SR 3 T ¥ 40
e ggar 3R 9 AR A F ARTaR a8 Far a1 g@Far
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Parliamentarians have the freedom to attend court as witnesses during an ongoing session of
Parliament.

HHE T & SR FiEe) & 768 & T # Iead # 39y 2 Y Taa=ar ared g 21

Breach of Privilege

VISR g

e The Parliament has the authority to punish individuals found guilty of breaching
parliamentary privileges.

o THE T 3o7 TFAAT I fed Flr FT HFR ¢, ST FEET RAANOFRY FT Ieargss Hd
gl

e Breach of privilege can be committed by both members of the House and outsiders.

o RSN &1eT GooT & Wewdl AR aedt safFaat alel garT fRar o aahr g

e If an MP engages in misbehavior or commits contempt of the House, they may face
expulsion from the House.

o ITE HIS WG HARAT ATEROT AT § AT HGA T HGATAAT HITT &, AT 30 Feel &
fasmfaa frar o war &

e Example: In 2006, 11 MPs were expelled by the Speaker of the Lok Sabha in the cash-
for-question scam.

o 3TEOT: 2006 H, 11 WIHGT I AFHHT HEYET GaNT HFer-BR-FeT et H forsamrfda frar
T 2T

e There have been multiple instances where both individuals and legislators have been
punished for breach of privilege. However, there have also been cases of misuse of these
powers.

o s IR AFaAT 3 el = RANAFR gaa & v eRa fFar = §, T +5
mﬁﬁamﬁmwmgmﬁl

Effects of Non-Codification

A-AfRATHIOT F IHTET

e Even after 75 years of the Constitution's enforcement, the Parliament has not codified
these privileges.

o WU @y R & 75 awtarg off, WOg A I fAANRERY Fr wieareey & T 3
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e There have been several instances where legislators have misused these privileges,
leading to a negative perception of parliamentary institutions among citizens.

o %% TN fAurast gaErT 31 RArdwifasRt F1 geuer fhar o B, oraa anier &
HHET FEATHT A AFRICAS BT g7 B

e Parliamentary privileges often conflict with the fundamental right to freedom of speech
and expression, as guaranteed under Article 19(1)(a) of the Constitution.

o FHE fadwiftreR srae Wfaene & srqeda 19(1)(a) & @8 Yaa AfAeafada 1 wadaar
¥ FRAFR T T £ |

Reasons for Non-Codification
IR-afgarIor & FROr

e In 1978, the 44th Constitutional Amendment Act (CAA) deleted the reference to the
British House of Commons in defining Parliamentary privileges. However, this was merely
a superficial change, as India continues to follow British conventions regarding these
privileges.

e 1978 , 443 wdenfa® wanua AAATA (CAA) 7 fafeer 139 3iTF AT & TesT Fi ger
fem, AfheT T8 Fhael U S9N TeaTa AT Fih R § T TAANRAFR arsft sft fyfeer
TARI3AT & IHTET &

e Codification of these privileges could create a direct conflict with Fundamental Rights
(FRs), particularly freedom of speech and expression under Article 19(1)(a), allowing
courts to intervene in such matters.

o 37 FAQIfReRT 1 wiaraor Aifas FfaFRY (FRs), faA9 &9 @ 378 19(1)(a) F
IATFT A TTGTAT & T T 3cUoA H ohdT &, T ~ATATTA] Y FEALT FT IHGET Al
Hhar gl

e The lack of codification provides ambiguity, which works in favor of Parliament, as it
allows arbitrary application of these privileges.

o HiaTEIoT Y IquiPufa wHe & fov afierye vere wich §, f9ad ag o1 fadwifRenR
HAATS G § AR FY Fabell 51

e The Parliament believes that there have been very few instances of misuse of these
privileges, and therefore, codification is not an urgent necessity.

o THE HT HIA & o 5T FAQWITRIaRT &7 gefer T & gourar g3 &, Afow Hiearaor H F1g
ATeehifor 3Taedehar 781 ¢
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e Some argue that explicitly defining these privileges may limit the powers of the
Presiding Officers to take disciplinary action against erring members.

o T dlIell T aéh & o 3T FAAMRIFRT T FIv€ T § TR o @ fordier srftamiat 6
erfFaar AT g Faclt §, @ 3 e AT=ROT F a1 FEHA | & RIS AT FIaTs
et # FIfer g1 Fehdt €

Way Ahead
A HY I

e The Parliament should adopt a time-bound approach to enact a law defining its
privileges and immunities.

o HHE HT 377+ Wit 3ix seofaaat w afonfa w3 & v v wageaqy iewior
39T Tifge

e Until these privileges are codified, the Parliament should exercise restraint in charging
individuals with breach of privilege.

o I deh 1 FAAMMAFRYT FT HRATHIOT 7T & ST, I doh TG ) TAANAFR gelet & ATHSAT
H §HA A= AR

e The Privileges Committee of Parliament should be made as impartial as possible and
must function based on the principles of natural justice.

o ¥HE &I RAwftsER afafa w1 gurana Fegst sam s @R 3R 58 wefas = &
gl & MR W SR T Arge|

Committee of Privileges

ICEL BRI I

e Nature and Functions: The Committee of Privileges serves a semi-judicial role within the
Parliament. Its primary function is to examine cases involving breaches of privilege
concerning the House, its members, or any of its committees. Upon thorough examination, the
committee recommends appropriate actions to address such breaches.

Rawiter affa dug & sd-maRs sfae @ §) soa geg w13 wew, su&
deEat a1 sahr Rt ot afAfe @ efda RAnftert & sedua & awrat 1 =
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FETE| QU ST & oG, AT W Seauat ¥ fAued & v sRa sias #
fRAwiier w3t §1

Composition
T

e Lok Sabha: The committee comprises 15 members, all nominated by the Speaker.

ANFHEHT. T FIATT 15 TG T Gl §, [olee ANFHAT AT g@RT AR fham ST
J

e Rajya Sabha: This committee consists of 10 members, nominated by the Chairman of the
Rajya Sabha.

TSIHHT: I AIATT 10 FEEAT $1 g &, S Togasm & aamafa ganr aifaa B
ST g1

Ethics Committee

IR gfafa

o Rajya Sabha: The Ethics Committee was constituted on March 4, 1997, by the Chairman of
the Rajya Sabha.
TSIHHT: IR GIATT 4 ATT 1997 ! To@HT & FHITA garT aifsa $ir 1§ oY

e Lok Sabha: The committee was established on May 16, 2000, by the Speaker of the Lok
Sabha.

ANFHAT: Tg HATT 16 AF 2000 T AFEHT HETET gaRT FAAT @1 718 Y|

Functions

H
The Ethics Committee is tasked with enforcing the code of conduct for Members of
Parliament (MPs). It examines cases of misconduct referred to it and recommends
appropriate actions to maintain discipline and decorum within the Parliament.
AR VAT & FF @wEl (MPs) & e smaR w@far # anp #9569
I QER F AHG T ST FIA § 3N F6e # Ieperdd g Asemr gamw @a
¥ AT 3R F1taE i el &= §

Composition

[T
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o Lok Sabha: Consists of 15 members, appointed by the Speaker for a term not
exceeding one year.

ATFEAT SHA 15 WG T B 8, oo TN qanT AftrFasw wF af it safer
¥ fov fagea fFar amar 2

o Rajya Sabha: Comprises 10 members, nominated by the Chairman of the Rajya
Sabha.

ASIHHT. S 10 WG T B §, [ Togwsm & wermufar q@mr snfaa e
ST g

Code of Conduct
IR gfgar
e Rajya Sabha: A 14-point Code of Conduct has been in force since 2005, outlining ethical
standards and principles that members are expected to uphold.
TSI/HT: Th 14-GAT MR WRelr 2005 & A9 8, ST HiHaT ganT areiel fhw Sl
e A A= R Rguiat # i war B

o Lok Sabha: While the Ethics Committee is responsible for formulating a Code of Conduct, as
of now, no formal code has been adopted.

AHTHT: gTifh IR TATT IR Gfgar R = F AT GFAgr g, o 3@
as a1 tuaRe FiRkar v=g a8 a8 7

Recent Updates
T & UTATHHA

¢ InJune 2024, the Rajya Sabha's Committee of Privileges was directed to investigate the
disorderly conduct of 12 Opposition Members of Parliament, highlighting the committee's
ongoing role in addressing breaches of parliamentary privilege.

T 2024 F, Tsgwsm Hr RrAwieR afdfa w12 Boedt wrwel & seqamwada
agR & o FA & A Ru 7w, Gaw sfafa & Fwfoer seogar 4
fues 7 faR ffAer Tuse g gl

o As of October 2023, discussions have continued regarding the establishment and functions

of the Ethics Committees in both Houses, emphasizing the importance of maintaining
ethical standards among MPs.

JagaT 2023 aF, Al Weall A AR |fAfAAt fr wumwen AR FEtE A a9
ST W, ad wiwel & diFr Afas AFS F I60 @S F Aged W AR &2 )
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LS interpreters relay
proceedings in real
time in 18 languages

IGS Paper II: Polity |

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

With simultaneous inter-
pretations available in 18
languages, the Lok Sabha
proceedings are now being
interpreted in real time in-
to more languages than
there are commentary
tracks for the Indian Pre-
mier League.

Apart from the original
“floor audio”, MPs, visi-
tors, and viewers on You-
Tube can choose from En-
glish, Hindi, Assamese,
Bengali, Bodo, Dogri, Guja-
rati, Kannada, Maithili, Ma-
layalam, Manipuri, Ma-
rathi, Odia, Punjabi,
Sanskrit, Tamil, Telugu or
Urdu.

A few minutes before
parliamentary  proceed-
ings start, an interpreta-
tion cell administrator
takes a quick roll call of
each of the 19 interpreta-
tion booths, making sure
they are staffed with at

least two people, who
swap places every half an
hour. A total of 22 languag-
es are planned — booths for
Kashmiri, Konkani, Nepali,
Sindhi and Santhali were
not, as of Wednesday, op-
erational. Urdu and San-
skrit interpretation feeds
are not yet being streamed
on YouTube.

Human interpreters

The interpretation is fully
done by humans, hired by
Parliament over the past
two years.

An official told The Hin-
du that many of the non-
Hindi-English interpreters
either translate remarks
using the Hindi or English
interpretation as a “relay”.

Before sessions start, in-
terpreters undergo a rigo-
rous 15-day training pro-
gramime. Earlier,
interpretation was only
available from regional lan-
guages, and only if the Lok
Sabha speaker allowed it.

T Hehcl &

o A few minutes before parliamentary proceedings start, an interpretation cell
administrator takes a quick roll call of each of the 19 interpretation booths, ensuring
they are staffed with at least two people, who swap places every half an hour.

HHET FAATE YE 81 ¥ FS AT T8, T Ae[dTG Th1SS TATHS 19 IeJarg Ui

LS interpreters relay proceedings
in real-time in 18 languages

AFEHT GITRT 18 srnat 7
AT AT A FTAATE 1 371G
A

With simultaneous interpretations
available in 18 languages, the Lok
Sabha proceedings are now
interpreted in more languages than
there are commentary tracks for the
Indian Premier League.

18 #T9IHT F IUCSY Al HeJaTG &
|1y, AFHHT Y FIAET 3 TSI Hr
FAL oFH ¥ IfAF swI3t F sreganfea
STt &

o Apart from the original floor audio, MPs, visitors,
and viewers on YouTube can choose from
English, Hindi, Assamese, Bengali, Bodo, Dogri,
Gujarati, Kannada, Maithili, Malayalam, Manipuri,
Marathi, Odia, Punjabi, Sanskrit, Tamil, Telugu,
or Urdu.

HA FAR HTBAY & 3, iee, g 3R
YouTube g2t 3iast, @Y, srafaar, samel, aie,

HUSY, 3731, 4Tl W, AR, AT AL A D
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cafta sufeufa st e §, Ig GAfRad e & o foh 30 o & Fa &) AT Hise &,
ST &Y 3T 5 F T Igad &

e Atotal of 22 languages are planned, but as of Wednesday, booths for Kashmiri,
Konkani, Nepali, Sindhi, and Santhali were not yet operational.

FoT 22 HTIHT Y AT TS 7S B, AfeheT AR 7ok Feady, Fipoft, Aurel, fieh 3k
HUTe! & S 37 7 AT 7ET §U I
e Urdu and Sanskrit interpretation feeds are not yet being streamed on YouTube.
3& 3T TP 3reTarE W18 3030 T YouTube T FEH A8 Fre g §
e Human interpreters
AT gITRT
o The interpretation is fully done by humans, who have been hired by
Parliament over the past two years.

3r7aTe T e @ AT Gt garT R Simen €, oo o at awt 7 wwe qan
forgea fram arar 21

o An official told The Hindu that many non-Hindi-English interpreters translate
remarks using Hindi or English interpretation as arelay.

Teh ITURT o & g 1 Faran o 8 IR-fEdr-3rash genfde, Ry am 33l sreqame
T Rt & T & 3TN A 3e7dIG A &

o Before sessions start, interpreters undergo arigorous 15-day training
programme.

T YE Bl § TEol, GHTRAT Y 15 Rt & FoR wfRrator F1wH & ot 931 3|

o Earlier, interpretation was only available from regional languages, and only if
the Lok Sabha Speaker allowed it.

Ugel, HeTdTE Fael QAT AT & & Wera U1, R I8 o1 O, ST ANFHAT e
AT & I
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The judiciary’s ‘between a rock and hard place’ moment

he facts in the Justice Yashwant Varma
case are indeed disturbing. In an
apparent accidental fire in an outhouse
on the premises of his official
bungalow in New Delhi (while he was not in
town), the fire department seemed to have found
several sacks of high value currency notes (€500),
which had been burnt, some partially. Someone
in the police/fire department recorded a video
when the firemen were trying to douse the fire.

The next evening, the Delhi police chief
reported the incident to the Chief Justice of the
Delhi High Court, where Justice Varma is a senior
judge. This was then conveyed to the Chief Justice
of India (CJI), who convened a meeting of the
Collegium. A decision was taken to repatriate
Justice Varma back to his parent court, the High
Court of Allahabad. Justice Varma’s response was
also sought where he denied that any money had
been stored in that room and even suggested that
it might be a conspiracy against him.

However, when the news of the incident
spread, it caused such a public furore that the CJI
convened other meetings of the Collegium and
decided to institute an in-house enquiry
conducted by a three-judge committee which
included two Chief Justices of the High Court of
Himachal Pradesh and Punjab and Haryana, and
alady judge from the Karnataka High Court. The
CJI also sought the call records of Justice Varma as
well as those of his staff for the last six months.
The CJI decided to release all the information
related to the incident in the public domain,
which included the video of the currency notes
being found. These steps were indeed a case of
welcome transparency. The CJI thereafter advised
the Chief Justice of the Delhi High Court not to
assign any judicial work to Justice Varma till such
time as the inquiry is completed. Though Justice
Varma’s explanation does not appear to be very
credible, one should still await the findings of the
inquiry committee. There is no doubt that the
report of the committee will shed light on what
really happened.

A triggering of the government

The public furore that erupted has enabled the
government to fish in the troubled waters of the
judiciary, and the government is now using this
incident to try and retake control of the power of
appointing judges. To this end, the Vice-President
of India (and the Chairman of the Rajya Sabha)
has invited political leaders from the government
and the Opposition to discuss why the National
Judicial Appointments Commission (NJAC) Act,
which was struck down by the Supreme Court of
India as violative of the basic structure of the
Constitution, should not be brought back. The
NJAC Act essentially formed an appointment
committee comprising the CJI, two senior judges
of the Court, the Union Law Minister and two
eminent persons to be nominated by a committee

Prashant Bhushan

is a Public Interest
Lawyer practising
before the Supreme
Court of India

Solutions to
address the key
issues of
misconduct and
corruption and
appointments
exist, while also
keeping the
independence
of the

Jjudiciary intact

comprising the CJL, the Prime Minister of India
and the Leader of the Opposition in the Lok
Sabha. It also placed the secretariat of this
commission with the Law Ministry. Seven judges
of the Court held the view that this would provide
substantial scope to the government to interfere
with judicial appointments and that would erode
the independence of the judiciary, which is part
of the basic structure of the Constitution. Thus,
despite the NJAC Act having been brought by way
of a constitutional amendment, it was declared
invalid by the Court.

Government’s game plan

In the recent past, the Narendra Modi
government has seriously interfered with the
appointment of judges despite the law being that
the power of selection is with the Collegium of
the Supreme Court and that the government can
only return the name of the judges selected by
the Collegium once to the Collegium if it is
dissatisfied. Thereafter, if the Collegium reiterates
its choice, the government is left with no option
but to notify the appointment. However, in recent
years, the Modi government has stymied the
selection of independent judges by the
Collegium, by sitting on recommendations,
sometimes for years, without any response, and
without notifying the appointments. Even when it
is forced to respond and it returns the names
with objections, and thereafter, even after it is
unanimously reiterated by the Collegium, it has
still not notified the appointments of many judges
who are considered ‘inconvenient’ to the
government. At the same time it is quick to notify
the appointments of those judges that the
government likes.

During these years, on several occasions, the
Collegium appears to have bent backwards to
appease the government by selecting some
judges who are favoured by the government in
order to get some of those that it has
recommended appointed. This has led to the
appointment of many judges who are either
comumitted to the government’s Hindutva
ideology or who are weak and unable to resist the
diktats and wishes of the government. As a result
of this, the independence of the judiciary has
been substantially eroded in recent years.

Now, using the Justice Varma case, the
government is seeking even greater control and
say in the matter of appointments of judges. If the
government succeeds in this attempt, it will no
doubt erode the independence of the judiciary —
already in a precarious state — even further. This
government has been trampling on the
fundamental rights of people, rampantly
misusing the enforcement agencies and
bulldozing the rule of law by using bulldozers. In
these circumstances, it is essential for public
opinion and the Opposition to see through the
government's game plan and resist such an

attempt. There is no doubt that the collegium
system of the appointment of judges is far from
perfect and that its lack of transparency and any
proper criteria for selecting judges have led to
much nepotism and improper appointments
through the Collegium as well. However, the
solution is not greater government control. The
problem with the Collegium is that it comprises
sitting judges who are very busy with their
judicial work and have little time to devote to this
task.

Appointment of judges, issue of corruption
Every year, hundred judges of the High Court and
the Supreme Court are to be selected. In any
proper selection process, at least a 1,000
candidates have to be examined for their relative
merits and demerits. For this, the right criteria
and method to judge people on those criteria
should be devised. Unfortunately this has not
been done. The solution is to have a full-time
judicial appointments commission, comprising
retired judges and other eminent public men,
who are totally independent of the government,
and with a secretariat under their control which
would select judges in a transparent manner. This
would be a much better solution to address the
problem of the appointment of judges — and what
the Campaign for Judicial Accountability &
Judicial Reforms has been advocating for a long
time. However, the particular problem
highlighted by the Justice Varma case is the
problem of corruption in the Indian judiciary,
which also needs a solution. The Constitution
only provided for impeachment as a method. But
this method has not been found to be practical or
desirable because it starts with the signatures of
100 Members of Parliament to begin with, and
ends with a vote in both Houses of Parliament.

Both are political processes, which often get
politicised by political parties. This is why no
judge has ever been successfully impeached in
the history of the country, despite public
knowledge that there is much corruption in the
higher judiciary. What we need is a high-powered
and full-time judicial complaints commission
comprising five men/women who are
independent of the government as well the
judiciary. This complaints commission can
receive complaints against judges of the higher
judiciary from people. If they feel that thereisa
prima facie case, they can have the matter
investigated or hold the trial of the judge through
another committee, much like the judges inquiry
committee.

However, the commission should decide what
needs to be done with that judge, and their
decision should be final, subject to judicial review
only in exceptional circumstances. These matters
should not go to Parliament at all. This would
address the problem of judicial misconduct and
corruption to a substantial degree.

The Judiciary’s ‘Between a Rock and Hard Place’ Moment

FATAIT oIhT Y ‘FideT fEUTaA’ FT &70T
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The facts in the Justice Yashwant Varma case are disturbing.

IS TeAEd AT F AT F G2 diee 9

e Inan accidental fire at an outhouse of his official bungalow in New Delhi, the fire
department found sacks of high-value ¥500 currency notes, some of which were
partially burnt.

TS ool & 3o 3nfAFINE F9re F I BT v 3w AT 311 o1 18, (5T HFer
faommar 2 2500 ¥ 394 e F FI AT A N F$ IN T, 58 T Fo HAF T oI
TH &

e Someone in the policef/fire department recorded a video while firefighters were
dousing the fire.

yfera/gaae faemer & forell caferd o v dif3at Rels fma, Sta aovaner et amor e 3@ &1

e The next evening, the Delhi police chief reported the incident to the Chief Justice of
the Delhi High Court, who then informed the Chief Justice of India (CJI).

37Tl &t 2 Y, fereelt gfere o & 53 weaT T gom el 3T e & qe
wararefier Y &, fSieglel 38 SR & F&F ~armehier (CJ) l i o)

e The Collegium decided to repatriate Justice Varma back to Allahabad High Court
and sought his response.

FrAfIIH F AR A F 30F {A I, FAREIG 3od ~AATGT A TR
X 1 forokr foram 3R 3e7ehT w1 A |

o Justice Varma denied storing money in the room and suggested a conspiracy
against him.

AL gAT F FAY F A @S @ gAHR Bar 3N 3r9er e wforer v 3meienr STars|

o Due to public outrage, the CJl ordered an in-house inquiry by a three-judge
committee.

AEA AT AT & FHROT, CJI 7 eT-warameiert Hr @fAfer ganr smafes ar & 3nger
fem|

e The committee included two Chief Justices from Himachal Pradesh and Punjab &
Haryana High Courts, and a lady judge from Karnataka High Court.

5@ fAfd # fearee wder 3R gome ve gRamon 3T Famarerat ¥ & gEw s, 3
Fetlcd 3 FATATr Y U ATalT saramefier arfdver of|

e The CJl sought call records of Justice Varma and his staff for the last six months.
CJI & Frefe gt 3R 3% FHAIRAT & oo 55 7T & Fier Repts A7
e The CJl made all information public, including the video of burnt currency notes.

CJl ﬁmﬁmaﬁaﬁmma,mﬁaﬁgﬁmmﬁmmm%mﬁaw

e Justice Varma was advised not to be assigned any judicial work until the inquiry is
completed.

A IAT F g § 7 F T q@ A 7 78 8 AT, T qF 37 P FAMAS F
o feam sme
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A Triggering of the Government

TR &1 yfafwar

e The government is now using this incident to regain control over judicial
appointments.

TIHR A $H TCAT HT 3TANT 74114 Agfaraat o A & f=or u@ & fow w3 @ g

e The Vice-President of India (Chairman of Rajya Sabha) has invited political leaders to
discuss the revival of the National Judicial Appointments Commission (NJAC) Act.

HRT F SIS (TSI o 37egeT) o Aseifad Adrat o Ty =flF g
3ART (NJAC) 3rffaaer 1 T & e el o =it atet o forw Al foma

e The NJAC Act was struck down by the Supreme Court as it violated the basic
structure of the Constitution.

NJAC srfafaas wt gfter FIE F teg &< R, i a5 wfdeme i Jqor waen #1 3edue

HIAT YT|

e The NJAC Act proposed an appointment committee with the CJI, two senior
judges, Union Law Minister, and two eminent persons.

NJAC rfafaes & vs fAgfea afafa &1 ywara w@n a1, 5w CJi, ar aftss =ameher,
i Rfer w3 sk &Y wfafsa safFa a4

e These two eminent persons were to be nominated by a committee comprising CJlI,
the Prime Minister, and the Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha.

o1 a afafSea safaat & CJI, werers 3R dewwem # Rust & Far i v afAfd garr
sifae 3 e o

e The NJAC secretariat was placed under the Law Ministry, raising concerns about
government interference in judicial appointments.

NJAC afRrarera t R Fare & qga @ 2, orad =nfs fagfaaal # s
FETRTT I JTRIhT TG TS|

e Seven judges of the Supreme Court ruled that NJAC would erode judicial
independence, which is part of the basic structure of the Constitution.

FAHA FIE F T Frarehel & 0T fe=r foh NJAC saraafareT it Faaaar #t FHeR
FM, it Wieer i A T 1 e

o Despite being a constitutional amendment, the NJAC Act was declared invalid by
the Supreme Court.

T HdUTfas FAMUT g1 & arde(e, A FIE A NIAC rfafas 1 srder ¥ = R
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Government’s Game Plan

LRI Y QrSTelT

e The Narendra Modi government has interfered in judicial appointments, despite the
Collegium system granting selection power to the Supreme Court.
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Mg A TFR A 7w AgfFraal 7 geaaty B 8, sefe Freforae yomelt & dga
T T SR Gl FE T G247 T |

e The government can return a recommended name once, but if the Collegium
reiterates its choice, it must notify the appointment.

RN RABIRET fFT 37T AT ) T I aT9H AT GFd! §, olfhed 3PN Fraforas 39+ gie
QYT §, o TR 1 g o srftrgEen S wet g

e The Modi government has delayed appointments, sometimes for years, without
responding.
A TR o fAgfFaal # &8 1 §, F3 T Arell TF, 1 A1 gfafehar ol

e Evenwhen itreturns names with objections, and the Collegium reaffirms them
unanimously, the government still does not notify many appointments.

oI IR Araferat & |1y o araw Ao 8, 3R FrRfoe 3o gdweAfa § ¢ v qd
FXAT 8, A9 3 TFR F§ AgFaal 7 g 78 wwd

e The government quickly notifies appointments of judges it favors.
WHR 3 =rareiiet F1 fAgFaai # sed sftgfa wd @, B a8 vwg w2

e The Collegium has sometimes appeased the government by selecting judges
favored by it.

Frfaad F Fefl-Fall THR T A FA F AT WHR @R gwe fFe 7T =grrefiei wr
|

9
e This has led to the appointment of judges aligned with Hindutva ideology or too weak

to resist government influence.

5ad figed FAaRURT & FHYF A1 TFR F THT F1 AN FI § sraerd =arareiei S
fergfFa g8 &1

e Theindependence of the judiciary has been significantly eroded in recent years.
BTl & quT 7 FATAITTAHT Y TIATAT TP §& dh FHAAR &1 IE ¢

e Using the Justice Varma case, the government seeks greater control over judicial
appointments.

ATt FAT ATHS T UL Fleh, TR #ATAF fAgfFaal ot 3 fag=or amed 3|

o If successful, this will further weaken judicial independence, already in a precarious
state.

IS TIHR Ao gldT &, Y TE Tgo U &) FHAR =1 ® Tad=dr 31 3K 30« Fasw &
&amm|

e The government has misused enforcement agencies and violated fundamental
rights.

IR & FacleT Tt 1 goaanr fFar § 3R Aifas afsri w1 seews g

e The Opposition and public opinion must recognize and resist the government’s
strategy.

et 3 AT Y TT F 3T TgATAT TfRT 3R TWFER Y WA F1 faRver Fwar TR
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Appointment of Judges and Corruption Issue

wararefiel i fagfaa A srserar &1 AT

The Collegium system lacks transparency, leading to nepotism and improper
appointments.

FrAfe Jorrel & yrefiiar fr #lt , o ams-srcfarmare 3R srepfara fagfaaar g €1
The solution is not greater government control, but a better selection process.
FATHT GIFR 1 310w [gaor 781, Ifcs dgav a1 ufhar g

Every year, hundreds of judges are appointed, requiring screening of at least 1,000
candidates.

&Y el AT waraneiier fagera fre sa §, f5rass T &3 @ &3 1,000 35fieary 1 s
HTaRTF el

There is no clear method for evaluating candidates on proper criteria.

3FAGART & Aedaid F o F1§ Fuse R @i §)

A full-time Judicial Appointments Commission of retired judges and independent
experts should be established.

Jarfaga sarareiel R T st f v iwfes s g smaer wanfda
forar e el

This commission should function independently from the government.

g ITANT WHR A TTaT T A F1 HIAT A1

A secretariat under the commission’s control would ensure transparent selection.
3maer & fag=ror 7 ve wftarery areeft @we giafRd s

The Campaign for Judicial Accountability & Reforms has long advocated for such a
system.

% Sraraedt 3R GUR & fore 3rfdramer & @er & 0El yotrel & gehrerd 1 BT 8

The Justice Varma case highlights judicial corruption, which needs an effective
solution.

A IAT ATHET FA1AF AR H 3APR AT ¢, e fov Ues qamdy wamermsT
ITaeTF

Need for a Judicial Complaints Commission

1A AT AT Y 3TaTHdT

The Constitution provides impeachment as the only method for removing judges.
AT Fae AFHAANT FT wgrareieit FF g i A & T & yge Far g

Impeachment is impractical, as it requires 100 MPs to initiate and approval from
both Houses of Parliament.

HEINANT 3eATEIRF §, Fioh W YE A & [T 100 WwaT F aaR 3N Tog F Q=1
Tt T F T AT eI ¢
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e Due to political involvement, no judge has ever been successfully impeached.
TS Ifae GEASIT & HRUT, 379 deh 1S Y FATATefier Ahaarqdes HETRANT FT HIHAT 61

T UEAT |

e Ahigh-powered Judicial Complaints Commission with five independent members
should be formed.

UTT TadT ST AT Ueh STa-2Afad w1« Rirara smaer sifda fhar sar anfge)
e This commission should be independent of both the government and judiciary.
g 3T IR AR AT =t & FTadT = aifeu|

e The commission should receive complaints against judges and conduct
investigations if required.

3T Y =araTeent & e R gred F3) Tfge 311 39T gl 9 I FIT
Gl

e The final decision should rest with the commission, with judicial review only in
exceptional cases.

3ifasr ol 3mater & g e IfRT, 31X Faer ATeRr AT F AR gHleT et
iRl

e These matters should not go to Parliament, ensuring a non-political approach to
judicial misconduct.

A ATHC §HE 7 7ET 9 TR, o 7R qure @1 AR-Terehfas alid & fverar s
q&|
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The flawed push for a third language

While students can study multiple languages privately. it’s not cost-effective to fund the teaching of more than two languages in public schools. When India’s

schools struggle with basic proficiency in two languages, enforcing a third without any clear benefits is deeply flawed

GS Paper II: Language

FULL CONTEXT

K. Ashok Vardhan Shetty

vidence-based policymaking

relies on data, research, and

statistical analysis ~ not

ideology, untested assumptions
or political convenience. It ensures that
policies address real needs, maximise
effectiveness, and avoid unnecessary
burdens. By this standard, the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020’s push for a
third language in schools fails to meet the
mark.

What do surveys say?

Any discussion on teaching a third
language must begin with an honest
evaluation of India’s school system and its
capacity to teach subjects effectively. The
Programme for International Student
Assessment (PISA), a global test which
evaluates reading, math, and science
skills of 15-year-olds, conducted every
three years by the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and
Development, highlights India’s struggle.
In 2009, India ranked 73 out of the 74
participating countries, ahead of only
Kyrgyzstan. Since then, India has
withdrawn from PISA. In contrast,
countries like Singapore, China, South
Korea, Estonia and Finland have
consistently ranked near the top,
reflecting the strength of their school
education systems.

Domestic surveys paint an equally
dismal picture. The National Achievement
Survey (NAS), conducted every three
years since 2001, assesses learning
outcomes in Classes 3, 5, 8, and 10. NAS
2017 found that only 48% of Class 8
students could read a simple paragraph in
their regional language or Hindi; only 47%
could write an essay or letter; and just
42% had a good grasp of grammar. NAS
2021 showed slight improvements of 56%,
49%, and 44%, respectively. NAS 2018
found that English proficiency, tested only
at the Class 10 level, was equally poor.
Notably, NAS does not assess
third-language proficiency, raising
concerns about policymakers’ reluctance
to scrutinise its effectiveness.

The Annual State of Education Report
(ASER), conducted by the NGO Pratham,
assesses school enrolment and learning
outcomes in rural India. ASER 2018 found
that 27% of Class 8 students couldn’t read
even a Class 2-level text properly in their
regional language or Hindi. This
worsened to 30.4% in 2022. In 2016, the
percentage of Class 8 students who could
not read even simple sentences in English
was 73.8%; in 2022, it was still a
staggering 53.3%. Like NAS, ASER does
not evaluate third-language proficiency.

Many of India’s school students are
struggling with even their mother tongue
and barely managing English, which
raises the question: isn't it better to teach
two languages well rather than three
poorly? The absence of credible data on
third-language proficiency shields the
policy from scrutiny. Even NEP 2020 fails
to address this data gap.

Therefore, wouldn’t it be wiser to
allocate scarce resources toward
strengthening core subjects like math and
science, and emerging technologies such
as Artificial Intelligence (AI)? China is
already piloting Al in 184 schools,
including for six-year-olds. Estonia,
Canada, South Korea, and the UK. are
integrating Al into secondary education.

What does research say?
NEP 2020s trilingual policy
oversimplifies a complex issue, offering a
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single-sentence endorsement without
references to global best practices.

The Cambridge Handbook of Third
Language Acquisition highlights that
cognitive benefits occur when !earnen
are chall i but not overwhels
Learning a third language (L3) increases
cognitive load. If students are still
struggling with their first (L1) and second
(L2) languages, learning L3 may exceed
their cognitive capacity, causing mental
fatigue and diminished learning
efficiency. It also reduces practice time for
Ll and L2, risking their attrition, with L2
being more vulnerable. Cross-linguistic
interference can cause pronunciation,
grammar, and vocabulary mix-ups.
Achieving equal fluency in three
languages is rare; one typically dominates
while the others weaken. Research also
shows that language similarity impacts
learning ease. Speakers of Marathi,
Punjabi, and Odia (Indo-Aryan languages
family) experience facilitative transfer
when learning Hindi as L3 due to shared
grammar, vocabulary, and phonetics. In
contrast, Tamil (Dravidian), Santali
(Austro-Asiatic), and Mizo (Sino-Tibetan)
speakers face non-facilitative transfer,
making L3 acquisition much harder and
creating an asymmetric learning burden.

NEP 2020s rigid trilingual mandate
overlooks these complexities.

Implementation challenges
While students can study multiple
languages privately, it's not cost-effective
to fund the teaching of more than two
languages in public schools. Adding a
third language requires significant
investments in teacher recruitment,
training, textbooks, and technology —
major challenge for rural schools and
budget-constrained States.

NEP 2020 claims that no language will
be forced on States, and students are free

A policy stuck in the past

NEP 2020 vaguely mentions using
technology for language learning but
overlooks the game-changing potential of
Al-powered translation tools. They can
instantly translate text, images, and audio
across languages, and also convert text in
any language to audio in another
language and vice versa, reducing the
necessity for multilingual education in its
current form.

While learning one’s mother tongue or
regional language and English are
essential for foundational literacy and
should be taught using traditional
classroom methods enhanced by modern
digital tools, the third language doesn’t
require the same proficiency or classroom
instruction. Instead, why not lcverdge Al
to let students learn
independently, based on their needs and
at their own pace? This approach would
be cost-effective and flexible.

The NEP 2020's approach to language
learning clashes with the aspirations of
parents and students. It treats languages
as cultural pursuits, ignoring their
practical value in the job market.
Additionally, the policy reveals its
ideological bias by dedicating more
discussion to Sanskrit — a language with
little practical use and limited career
opportunities — than English. At a time
when nations across Europe, Asia and
Latin America, including Russia, China,
South Korea, Japan and Brazil, are actively
promoting English education, the NEP
2020 fails to acknowledge its crucial role
in higher education, science and
technology, and global job markets.

Lessons from Singapore

In From Third World to First, Lee Kuan
Yew, himself of Chinese origin, recounts
how he resisted intense pressure from
Singapore’s Chinese majority (74.3% of
ion) to declare Mandarin as the

to choose any three | provided
that at least two are native to India.
However, this “choice” is illusory. Imagine
a school in Tamil Nadu where 30% of
students want to learn Telugu, 20%
Malayalam, 20% Kannada, 10% Hindi, and
10% Sanskrit as their third language. Such
varied preferences make it impractical to
hire enough qualified teachers for each
language. There is a hidden push here for
Hindi or Sanskrit in non-Hindi-speaking
States because cost and supply
constraints will compel schools to offer
one or both as the third language.

NEP 2020's three-language policy
ignores these real-world challenges.

sole national language. Recognising that
this would alienate Malays (13.5%), Tamils
(9%) and other minorities, and to ensure
fairness, Lee chose English — a colonial
legacy but a neutral language — as
Singapore’s lingua franca.

Singapore adopted a bilingual
education system, with students learning
English as their first language and their
mother tongue (Mandarin, Malay, or
Tamil) as the second. Parents supported
English-medium education for better
career prospects, while the mother
tongue reinforced cultural identity. This
policy fostered social cohesion, prevented
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ethnic tensions, and ensured cultural
preservation. English also drove
Singapore’s economic rise, transforming
it into a global hub for multinational
corporations, finance, and innovation.
Singapore’s school education system is
among the best in the world — in PISA
rankings, it was 1in 2015, 2 in 2018, and 1
again in 2022.

Why Hindi won’t work as a unifier
‘The 2011 Census states that 43.63% of
Indians speak Hindi. However, noted
scholar G.N. Devy, in India: A Linguistic
Civilization, reveals this figure is inflated
by including 53 other languages as
“dialects” of Hindi. Several of these
languages like Awadhi, Bhojpuri,

THE GIST

v

The Cambridge Handbook of
Third Language Acquisition
highlights that cognitive
benefits occur when learners
are challenged but not
overwhelmed. Leaming a third
language (L3) increases
cogpitive load

v

NEP 2020 vaguely mentions
using technology for language
learning but overlooks the
game—rhangmg potential of

ion tools.

Brajbhasha, Magadhi, Chatti hi, and
Rajasthani, are completely independent
languages, much older than Hindi.
Excluding these, true Hindi speakers
account for just 25% of the population.

Moreover, the 2011 Census highlights
that 63.46% of Indians have never left
their birthplace, 85.27% remain within
their native district, and 95.28% never
migrated out of their home State. With job
opportunities concentrated in non-Hindi
speaking States in the south and west and
New Delhi, inter-State migrations are
mostly away from the Hindi heartland.
When only 25% of Indians speak Hindi
and 95% of Indians remain within their
home States and use only their languages,
the push for Hindi as a national lingua
franca, whether direct or indirect, is
completely misguided.

The idea that a single language is
essential for national unity is a European
import. In the 19th and 20th centuries,
Germany, Italy, Poland, Hungary,
Romania and several other European
countries embraced linguistic
nationalism. But applying (hn model to
India - one of the world’s
linguistically diverse £
deeply flawed. It is like replacing a
vibrant, biodiverse forest with a sterile
monoculture. Historian John Keay, in
Midnight’s Descendants, credits India’s
linguistic flexibility for its unity, unlike
Pakistan, which tried imposing Urdu as
the sole national language, alienating
Bengalis and leading to Bangladesh’s
creation. India recognised 22 languages in
the Constitution’s Eighth Schedule,
reorganised States linguistically, and
retained English as an official language ~
defusing tensions, preserving unity, and
strengthening federalism.

Evidence over ideology

The NEP 2020’s mandatory
three-language policy is a textbook
example of ideology trumping evidence.
When India’s schools struggle with basic
proficiency in two languages, enforcing a
third without any clear benefits or
consideration for cognitive strain, funding
and implementation is deeply flawed.

One reason non-Hindi speaking
southern States, particularly Tamil Nadu,
outperform the Hindi heartland
economically is because of their greater
embrace of English. Tamil Nadu’s
successful two-language policy, in place
since 1968, proves that linguistic
pragmatism fuels progress. Yet, NEP 2020
disregards both internal successes and
global best practices, pushing a rigid
trilingual mandate.

India should learn from Singapore and
adopt a pragmatic two-language policy,
cmphammg English for g‘lohal

and regional |
for cultural preservation. Linguistic
nationalism must give way to policies that
empower students.

Writer is a retired IAS officer and former
VC of Indian Maritime University, Chennai.

v

The 2011 Census states that
43.63% of Indians speak Hindi.
However, noted scholar G.N.
Devy, in India: A Linguistic
Civilization, reveals this figure
is inflated by including 53 other
languages as “dialects” of
Hindi. Several of these
languages like Awadhi,
Bhojpuri, Brajbhasha, Magadhi,
Chattisgarhi, and Rajasthani,
are completely independent
languages, much older than
Hindi.
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The Flawed Push for a Third Language
orerdY s & fArT gyt g

Students can study multiple languages privately, but funding more
than two languages in public schools is not cost-effective.

o1 faslt T & 73 #I¢ W Foa 2, AfFaT araafas et 7 o & st
A3 & fore faer qwor wemmdh 71T 81

¢ India’s schools struggle with basic proficiency in two languages, making a third
language enforcement flawed.

RS & Tl & #T9I3 7 FiAand garar & forw gud w7 18 7, orad dfad s amey e
Freqet wifea gt awar g

What Do Surveys Say?
HAETOT 4T Fgd 87

e The Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) evaluates reading,
math, and science skills of 15-year-olds globally.

WRITH R FeTALAAd FES€ HAFAC (PISA) 15 Tuig ol $Hi wgat, a1fora it T #r
T3 1 AR HeAhal HIT B

e In 2009, India ranked 73rd out of 74 countries, just ahead of Kyrgyzstan, leading to
India’s withdrawal from PISA.

2009 &, R 74 AT H 73F TITT W 2T, ool fFfFierEare @ 3mr, 5od aIRd s PISA &

g<ot &1 e R

o National Achievement Survey (NAS) 2017 found that only 48% of Class 8 students
could read a simple paragraph in their regional language or Hindi.

TSENT 3T FA&ToT (NAS) 2017 H 91T 31T foh Faer 48% FH&TT 8 & STF Uil 31T

ST 7 TEET & Teh HTUROT 3iefetde UG Hehd |

e NAS 2021 showed slight improvements, but still only 56% of students could read
properly.
NAS 2021 3 ALY GUR @, oifehet 3 #ff Faer 56% S Fe1 31 @ ¢ Hevel U |

e Annual State of Education Report (ASER) 2022 found that 30.4% of Class 8
students couldn’t read a Class 2-level text.

1 Rram Rufa RaE (ASER) 2022 & 9rar a1 f&F 30.4% F8T1 8 F STH F&IT 2 TR F
918 1 Y AGT UG Hehdl |
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53.3% of Class 8 students in 2022 couldn’t read simple sentences in English.
2022 &, 53.3% 8T 8 & STT IA 3 aFy 3 AET 9g Fha |

Neither NAS nor ASER assess third-language proficiency, exposing a major gap in
data.

NAS 3 ASER gt &) Y s it gatar 71 Hediset a1 a3, forad 31 & a2t @l
3SR gt B

What Does Research Say?
QYer T FHgdT &7

NEP 2020’s trilingual policy lacks references to global best practices.
TS frear sfar (NEP) 2020 Y Brermar Aifer 7 ARaew wafasw vt &1 w1 Tgeh AT ¢

The Cambridge Handbook of Third Language Acquisition states that learning an L3
increases cognitive load, leading to mental fatigue and inefficiency.

FiPaer ¥39F 316 U3 Avder viFaforers wear § o dredy smmam (L3) e & warereas
R Tea1 §, e A gt 3R e fY srsrAar @

Cross-linguistic interference can lead to pronunciation, grammar, and vocabulary
mix-ups.

HIA-fATafees gEaalT A 3=aror, saror 3 reeraed) # 5 f3ar g Fadt &1
Language similarity affects ease of learning:

$TST Y FHATTT Hrgat Fr iyem r vanfaa Fe §:

o Marathi, Punjabi, and Odia speakers find learning Hindi easier due to shared
grammar and vocabulary.

SITST3T T SATHTOT AT AseTaell THTA gl &

o Tamil, Santali, and Mizo speakers struggle due to structural differences.

affrer, gurel 3 A e arat ) TREATEHE Feaarait & HROT HioA1S g B

Implementation Challenges

Teaching a third language requires significant investment in teachers, training,
textbooks, and technology.

e amer R & fore Ryatert, wireror, sreaqeast 3 awelie & Agcayet far #r

HTIRIHAT &It B

Rural schools and budget-constrained States will struggle to fund additional
resources.

arAtoT FRat AR Tore F T[T W@ AN & ToU ifaRerd Famert 1 fa qIvoT $HTe Hide
g
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e NEP 2020 claims no language will be forced, but in reality, resource constraints
push Hindi or Sanskrit as default choices in non-Hindi States.

NEP 2020 grat #3a1 ¢ 3 fandY 8t srar &Y 2 s1gt sireem, oifsheT areaa &, aarereT Hiansi
¥ FRoT - Tt A B a1 svgpa w1 sfAard w7 & awy B sm wwar g

e Example: In a Tamil Nadu school, students might demand Telugu (30%), Malayalam
(20%), Kannada (20%), Hindi (10%), and Sanskrit (10%) as their third language.
3aTeIT: AfReETg & Uk Tt #, OTF AT (30%), ASHATAH (20%), FoeTs (20%), Y
(10%), A FEF (10%) T NERY AN & &G F Lo Hebel ¢ |

e Hiring teachers for diverse third languages is impractical, leading to a hidden push
for Hindi/Sanskrit.

RafBrer diverdt sianait & Fore Rvaret o srclf srcaragtie ¥, Fore Rdveicgar @ arforard
T H 7gfy 7 el ¥

e« China, Estonia, Canada, South Korea, and the UK are prioritizing math, science, and
Al education, rather than pushing for additional languages.

e, TEifera, Ferrst, gfgror FIRET 3 g A101d, fawret AR HiEE geftT (Al Rem
qrafAedr & 3¢ &, Sorg Afaferd HTnst ) derar &= &

Conclusion

IGACD]

e Strengthening two languages is better than teaching three poorly.

ofieT $TeT3 Y FASR T & @ F T & #1913 FY AT TAAT R T

e Scarce resources should be allocated to core subjects like math, science, and
technology.

HifAT w0, faer it e s ger Rvat w e B s ool

A Policy Stuck in the Past

o NEP 2020 mentions using technology for language learning but overlooks Al-
powered translation tools, which can translate text, images, and audio instantly.

NEP 2020 #TT €i@et ¥ fow Wi & suaier 1 3ea@ F3a1 §, Afhet Al-0aTH 31qa1g
3UFIUN Y S FT §, S 9rs, R, 3R S A i srganed #X w

e Al can reduce the need for multilingual education by enabling text-to-audio and
vice versa translations.

Alwmﬁmmﬁmwma,m%mﬁmﬁaﬂrmﬁ

TS # g THaT 8|
e Mother tongue and English should be taught with traditional methods, but a third
language should be optional and Al-assisted.
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AT 3 3N F R Rftat & Rramar s aifte, afsa dad s w dfeas
3T Al-TgTIET 9Ted g AR

The Practicality of a Third Language

et e Y sggEREar

NEP 2020’s language policy is ideological, treating languages as cultural pursuits
instead of economic tools.

NEP 2020 #¥ strat afifer d=nfes &, S smenait Y anfées suaor & ey aiegpfas
afafafeat & v F Swehr 8

More emphasis is given to Sanskrit, a language with limited career opportunities,
than English, which is crucial for global jobs.

3N it oo 7 FEF Y 3770 Fgea 7 AT Y, ST TEp F FRER rE AfATE,
3 3l IRaw AtwRat & fore amaeas B

Countries like Russia, China, South Korea, and Brazil are promoting English
education, while NEP 2020 ignores its global significance.

&, o, feror FIRET, 3R srefier S 3or 3 et FY ST & W@ E, 9t NEP 2020
U IRTF FAedT Y ToR3iETT FIaT 8

Lessons from Singapore

fRomR & des FeT o

Singapore resisted pressure to declare Mandarin as its national language, instead
choosing English as a neutral lingua franca.

RATTqR & FERer Y T ot A e F e 1 faer R, 3R swE qot s
F) T TCET WUF 1T & T 7 7|

Singapore adopted a bilingual system: English as the first language, and
Mandarin, Malay, or Tamil as the second.

RATTqR & v gfarsmd) gorrel 3r9es: 3l ggel T F w9 H, 3R FAeer, #erw, v affer
qadY 7T & W H|

This policy helped Singapore become a global hub, excelling in multinational
corporations, finance, and technology.

50 A F RHIG F v IR $g 97 A Aeg A1, (AT &7 § qgarsd7 Ffay, e ik
sz o

Singapore ranks among the best in PISA rankings: 1st in 2015, 2nd in 2018, and
1st again in 2022.

AT PISA YT 3 ofid wumer v & 2015 # 1st, 2018 # 2nd, 3HiX 2022 # BT X Lst
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Why Hindi Won’t Work as a Unifier
fe wehrgrer 1T & 7 & T4 IrAH gl

2011 Census states that 43.63% of Indians speak Hindi, but G.N. Devy’s research
shows that this includes 53 unrelated languages.

2011 FY FAVTAT F AR, 43.63% AR REY Srera ¥, bt G.N. qaT & Mo &
TR, T 53 HeTeT-3rerr HTaI3it 1 e it ot A fre o 21

True Hindi speakers account for only 25% of the population, as many listed as Hindi
speakers actually speak Awadhi, Bhojpuri, Rajasthani, etc.

areatas & sl Faer 250 mardt §, Fifr Bl st & §9 7 FRlloey F$ der aveda 7
sraeft, sitorqd, Trereurt anfy aera ¥

95% of Indians remain within their home States, making regional languages more
relevant than Hindi.

95% HRAT 39at 3¢ T H & Ea ¢, oo e & sy e amw? arferss rafars &t
STt

European linguistic nationalism models (Germany, Italy, Poland) do not fit India’s
linguistic diversity.

T $TeTE TTeEaTE ATS (STHT, ST, dlels) HRa #r 3mrs fafderar & fow sugera w@t
gl

Pakistan’s attempt to impose Urdu led to Bangladesh’s separation, showing that
linguistic rigidity weakens unity.

TIfREATeT GaRT 38 1 AU F TATH F TG FY FaaTdr H1 IR B, 5ed g Ry
E3HT & HTWTE FORT Tehell HT FHSR I 8

Evidence Over Ideology

FaRFdar & I Fey

NEP 2020’s three-language policy prioritizes ideology over evidence.
NEP 2020 & femar Hif anea & qoima daierar wF wrafAear &t €1

Tamil Nadu’s two-language policy (since 1968) has led to economic success and
better global integration.

affrererg & gfasmr sifer (1968 /) e wweran s dARaw wiFa 7 T W el
Southern States outperform Hindi-speaking States economically due to greater
English proficiency.

giaolt T & ot st & 3nfde v & 3t § it 3 3 A 310 a1 §

India should follow Singapore’s model, focusing on regional languages for culture
and English for global competitiveness.

HR Y FAITYR & ATl T AT FIAT AT, STeT FFFia & v ey smamait 3ik
AR wfareaut & e s X R 2 e §
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e Linguistic nationalism should be replaced by practical policies that empower
students for the global job market.

HTNTS TSEATE F TSI SHTGgTR gl H Y= AifeT, Sad oEl #1 dRaw At
TR & faT SR fFar o @ |

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper I11: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, 1S)

1. Opposition slams Centre for ‘not responding’ to U.S. tariffs

et o 3rANST F TNE v wfafkar 7 & & v Fg Fr s«
&

2. Trump imposes 25% tariff on imported cars; affected allies
threaten retaliation

€Y o Ao FRI W 25% SRE oemam; yaifaa agaifal a sga
Y e &

3.Tri-service exercise held in Arunachal takes integrated
approach to surveillance

3FOTTrer 7 AT F3-Far 3r3ard fAeredt & vl Tfeanior Y
IIATT &

4. Union government to help States procure pulses at MSP:
Agriculture Minister

Fg TIFR Tl FY ~gAdH THIT Ho (MSP) T gTel @lgar
Heg HLof: Y #E

5.House Standing Committee concerned over vacancies in
nuclear and research projects

FgfFeraT 3R srerauTe TRAST # RiFaat # da a9
Tyt wfafa Rifad
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6. Inclusive Research: Bringing Patients into the Fold
AT AT FAST FT ITHUTT 7 AR FL

7. Back Door Censor

o AEAT

8. U.S. Defence Ties — India Needs to Keep Its Eyes Open
IAREY &I G — AR T AdF I8 T ATaRTHdT

9. Should the Free Movement Regime Between India and
Myanmar Remain?

T R 3R FAAR & o FFcd HTATSITET TaEUT et a1 F1fge?

10. Taxpayers defaulting on TDS on rent above ¥50,000 get I-
T notice

50,000 ¥ 7O fHUT I HATH AT FIcar Ik HISTATINT Y
TR Afed

11. ‘China imports used to make export goods’

AT aEqU Faret & forw ey § 3marer

12.Green iron is a prize worth billions, winning is the trick

g A1gT 3El Y RHAT [T ¢, T Siidal Y Fofl Ageaqot &
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Opposition slams Centre for
‘not responding’ to U.S. tariffs

How will govt. tackle the issue, ask Rajya Sabha members;

By reducing customs duty, the govt. is actually

Cong. MP Chidambaram says govt. should clarify its stand helping small and medium industries, says FM

GS Paper lll: External

The HSector

NEW DELHI

Xpressing concern
over the “tariff war”

looming over the
global economy after U.S.
President Donald Trump’s
recent announcements,
Opposition members in
the Rajya Sabha on Thurs-
day asked the Centre if it
had any specific plans to
deal with the issue.

The MPs raised the issue
during a discussion on the
Appropriation and Fi-
nance Bills. Senior Con-
gress MP and former Fi-
nance Minister P.
Chidambaram, who initiat-
ed the debate on the Bills,
urged the Centre to clarify
the country’s response to
Mr. Trump’s statement that
he would impose recipro-
cal tariffs on April 2.

He said the Centre
should discuss the issue in
Parliament or consult the
Opposition parties on the
matter. “What is the go-
vernment’s response?
What is India’s response?
There has been no state-
ment of policy, no discus-
sion in Parliament, no con-
sultation with Opposition
parties. The government is

Q! What is the govt’s response? What is India’s response?
There has been no statement of policy, no discussion in
Parliament, no consultation with Opposition parties. The govt. is
holding its cards close to its chest, if it has any cards at all
P. CHIDAMBARAM, Congress

Q We have been doing this from !
2023. Steadily, every year, new

items are being brought in keeping in mind

. Atmanirbhar Bharat for the re-

¢ “i\ quirements of developed India...
- & This is an ongoing process. It
. hasnothing to do with today’s
global situations

NIRMALA SITHARAMAN,
Union Finance Minister

holding its cards close to its
chest, if it has any cards at
all,” he said.

‘Trump effect’
Addressing the members’
concerns, Union Finance
Minister gave a detailed ac-
count of the recent reduc-
tion in basic customs du-
ties and other tariffs,
adding that these were not
in response to Mr. Trump’s
announcements. However,
Mr. Chidambaram attribut-
ed it to the “Trump effect”.
Ms. Sitharaman said
that by bringing down the

customs duty or by remov-
ing it completely, the
Centre was actually help-
ing small and medium in-
dustries that import inter-
mediary goods or raw
materials, mainly for pro-
ducing some goods, which
they in turn export. “We
have actually helped the
manufacturing sector,” she
said, adding that the
Centre had used the op-
portunity to rationalise the
tariff structure and address
the  duty inversion.
“Through this, there will
be more domestic value

Until the tariff'is not
implemented, what

speech or what mention

can anyone make on
it. We will be able

to talk about it only

* after it is implement-
ed after April 2

R.P.N. SINGH,
BJP

addition in industries, it
will promote exports, facil-
itate trade and provide re-
lief for common people,”
she said.

She maintained that the
Finance Bill proposes to re-
move seven customs tariff
rates on industrial goods.
“Two tranches of rationali-
sation of customs rate ra-
tionalisation has hap-
pened. They have reduced
the number of tariff rates
from 21 to eight, complete-
ly bringing them down.
Many Indian exports will
now become more com-

petitive as the cost of im-
ported inputs will be com-
pletely reduced,” the
Minister said.

“Consistently, budget af-
ter budget, we are coming
up with reduction of duties
so that India’s aspiration to
become a manufacturing
hub is supported,” she
said.

“I heard members say-
ing that the tariff war has
started and these things
are done as a response to
the tariff announcements
made by President Trump.
No. We have been doing
this from 2023. It has noth-
ing to do with today’s glo-
bal situations,” Ms. Sithara-
man said.

Mr. Chidambaram ack-
nowledged that the Fi-
nance Minister had made
significant reductions in
basic duties. “Thank God,
at long last, the govern-
ment is giving up protec-
tionism. We have
screamed from the roof-
tops that protectionism is
not the way to protect the
economy. They are mixing
up protectionism and pa-
triotism,” he said.

Both the Bills were re-
turned by the Upper House
later on Thursday.

Opposition slams Centre for ‘not responding’ to U.S. tariffs

et A AN F TNE W yfafFar 7 & & v &g Hr sraraar
C)

Rajya Sabha members questioned how the government plans to
tackle the issue of U.S. tariffs.

TSIWHT A1 A Farel & o TR 3R 2R & 7qeg @ fAgea f1
T ST F=7 T §
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Congress MP P. Chidambaram stated that the government should clarify its stand
on the matter.

FAY e N, RETH A FgT F TR $) 37 ATHS T YT T TISE HIAT AT

Government's response: Finance Minister stated that by reducing customs duty,
the government is helping small and medium industries.

THER $t vl w76 o7 FgT 6 Feed 398 vee @ AR o 3R Avg#w s
# Feg F @ T

Concerns over U.S. tariff war

AT 3 SR qE T R

Opposition MPs expressed concerns over a "tariff war" affecting the global economy
after U.S. President Donald Trump's announcement.

fueh wiael o "RE et 1 da AT STars, it AR srdegawar w1 genfad HT Fehall
¢, WA AR Isgufar Sieires €a $ givom & 91¢ |

Chidambaram urged the government to discuss the issue in Parliament or consult
Opposition parties.

e & TR @ We 7 39 Fgg W 9t 3 A1 fagadt gat & weret F3 # 3mrw
fepam|

He criticized the Centre for not revealing its policy response to Trump’s April 2
reciprocal tariff announcement.

3oglel Shg; ST JTelTAT T o €T & 2 3rier & IRTINS ERNE F Gy R TWFR A FE
fer wfafrar g r &

Government’s Stand on Tariffs
NP W EFR F1 3T

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman clarified that the government’s recent
reductions in basic customs duties were not a response to Trump’s announcement.

fae #af fostar Waraor & Tose o i TR g g1 €1 F AR Frera s A Afir a8
Heldl e Y BT & SrarT & ¢ 27|

She stated that reducing customs duties benefits small and medium industries by
lowering the cost of imported intermediary goods.

3egiel gl o FEeH 3& H weld @ B¢ 3R wegs gt &1 wraer gem il sad
IAfad Aegad! TATAT ST ATTd A g1 STua|

Tariff structure rationalization has helped increase domestic value addition,
promote exports, facilitate trade, and provide relief to common people.

ERE FIGAT & TN U O] {ed Hade, AT 1 9g1a1 &1, SR 1 GoreT 1t
3R AT A Y TEd 3 A Heg (A B
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Customs Tariff Reforms
Feed e gur

e Government removed seven customs tariff rates on industrial goods.
TER 7 e awgat w a1a Fved SRE ¥ gerdh

e Customs rate rationalization was done in two tranches, reducing the number of tariff
rates from 21 to 8.

FECH &1 & GINHIOT 1 &7 IO H fmam ar3m, foad RE A Hr I qm 21 FaeHi 8 aY
TS

e Lower import costs will make Indian exports more competitive.
HH AT ARG T HRAT AT sl wfaeaedt seier|

e The government is working towards making India a manufacturing hub by reducing
duties consistently since 2023.

TIHN 2023 F AR Yok A Feld! FI& R A 0F RAfAaATor F aoirer Fr e 7 w07
@ e

Opposition's Reaction

Aqat & gfafFar

e Chidambaram welcomed the reduction in basic duties but criticized the government
for earlier pursuing protectionist policies.

et o affe 378 7 weld 7 Famerd fhar fdher TeeR & gga i JRaToEr) Afaat
ol TTelTer=T |

e He remarked that mixing protectionism with patriotism is misleading and that India
should remain open to trade.

3egiel el foh WaToraTe Y axretfaa & Wiy Framar arerd ¢ 3R SR it SR & fore ge
TElT AT

Conclusion

IGAC )

e The Appropriation and Finance Bills were passed by the Rajya Sabha despite
opposition concerns over tariff policy.

ToaqT o RAfaar it B Raas F aiiia # e, sror € fauet 7 e Aifa o ”ar
SgFd S|
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Trump imposes 25% tarift
on imported cars; affected
allies threaten retaliation

S Paper lll: External
ector

WASHINGTON

U.S. President Donald
Trump on Wednesday un-
veiled a 25% tariff on im-
ported vehicles, expanding
a global trade war and
prompting criticism and
threats of retaliation from
affected U.S. allies.

The new levies on cars
and light trucks will take ef-
fect on April 3, the day af-
ter Mr. Trump plans to an-
nounce reciprocal tariffs
aimed at the countries res-
ponsible for the bulk of the
U.S. trade deficit. They
come on top of duties al-
ready introduced on steel
and aluminium, and on
goods from Mexico, Cana-
da and China.

The U.S. imported $474
billion worth of automo-
tive products in 2024, in-
cluding passenger cars
worth $220 billion. Mexi-
co, Japan, South Korea, Ca-
nada and Germany, all
close U.S. allies, were the
biggest suppliers.

‘Bad for businesses’

European  Commission
President Ursula von der
Leyen described the move
as “bad for businesses,
worse for consumers”,
while Canadian Prime Mi-
nister Mark Carney la-

Driving imports away
The table shows the shares of expenditure on imports of eight
types of cars and trucks imported into the United States in 2022

Quantity Share

Small cars

Mid and large cars

Luxury cars
Small CUVs

Mid and large CUVs

SUVs

Vans

Pickups

belled the tariffs a “direct
attack” on Canadian work-
ers and said retaliatory
measures were  being
considered.

“We will defend our
workers, we will defend
our companies, we will de-
fend our country, and we
will defend it together,” the
Canadian Prime Minister
told presspersons in
Ottawa.

Japanese Prime Minister
Shigeru Ishiba said Tokyo
will put “all options on the
table” in dealing with the
new tariffs.

Mr. Trump sees tariffs as
a tool to raise revenue to
offset his promised tax cuts
and to revive a long-declin-
ing U.S. industrial base.

Many trade experts, ho-

wever, expect prices to in-
itially rise and demand to
fall, hurting a global auto
industry that is already
reeling from uncertainty
caused by Trump’s rapid-
fire tariff threats and occa-
sional reversals.

“We're going to charge
countries for doing busi-
ness in our country and
taking our jobs, taking our
wealth, taking a lot of the
things that they’ve been
taking over the years,” Mr.
Trump said on Wednesday.
“They've taken so much
out of our country, friend
and foe and frankly, friend
has been oftentimes much
worse than foe.”

RELATED REPORT
» PAGE 12

Trump imposes 25% tariff on
imported cars; affected allies
threaten retaliation

9 of AT SR 9T 25% R
Tt yITiad ey o age &y
TRy &I

U.S. President Donald Trump on
Wednesday announced a 25% tariff on
imported vehicles, expanding the
global trade war.

AR Iegufer skeres <o quar
Jrafad argal I 25% ERE wene i

uiyor &Y, fSrad 3fteF SR gy 93
|

«This move led to criticism and retaliation threats
from affected U.S. allies.

3 FeH o ysiaa AR ggafEat Fraiv a
T 3T gfereier Ay awfRar Hel|

Implementation and Affected Countries

Ty 81 T A 3 wenfae e

Address
Email Id

The new tariffs on cars and light trucks will take effect on April 3.

FRI 3R goF T W AT SRE 3 3rde F arep giat |

This is part of Trump’s plan to impose reciprocal tariffs on countries responsible for
the U.S. trade deficit.

g <9 Y ArotaAr o7 REET & 6 AR & AR g1e & v fSFieR & W areaRes

R FTemaT S|
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Major suppliers of U.S. automotive imports in 2024 were Mexico, Japan, South
Korea, Canada, and Germany.

2024 % IANFT F AT HATT F W@ mqfefwal ATFa!, STt afaror FiRaET,

FersT 3R s O

The U.S. imported $474 billion worth of automotive products in 2024, including
passenger cars worth $220 billion.

AR & 2024 H For $474 AT & ifrAaTga 3cural 1 3mara By, 5w $220
faferaer &Y IrEi w1 anfArer o)

International Reactions

rawrsery gfafham

European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen called the tariffs "bad for
businesses, worse for consumers".

FRr TR Y IrETRT Y Flet 3T AT o 5o7 SR 1 " eqawTAl & forw qur ik
39siFaT3it & fore 3T of g Fam

Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney termed the tariffs a "direct attack on
Canadian workers" and hinted at retaliatory measures.

ST & TETAHA HATE Fleif of SRE T " HeATSTS SRR 9T He goaer gar 31k gfaqeneh
39TAT R IR et 7 a1 Shel

Japan’s Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba stated that Tokyo will consider "all options" to
respond to these tariffs.

ST & T R 8feT & T & 1Y 37 ER® F Sare & s fwed 9w R
HT

Trump’s Justification for Tariffs

9 T ¢RE Tt FT FROT

Trump believes tariffs will raise revenue to offset his tax cuts and help revive U.S.
manufacturing.

€9 T AT & fob TRE & Terea q¢am, S 3oTeh FT Fekedl T Tfora HYam AR 3ARAr
fafaator 1 gAsiifad e 7 FHeg Fm|

He stated that countries doing business in the U.S. have been "taking jobs and
wealth away from America" for years.

3ogial gl o I 32 3ANFT A AR FI W} &, 3 1t I 3/ AR Al stk gufa s
w® e
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e Trump also remarked, "Friends have been worse than foes", indicating that U.S.
allies may face more aggressive trade policies.

<O o I ol T, ", et @ sft A gU E, Sw ot e & 6 3R
AT FI FOT AR AT T ATHAT T 98 TheT &

Economic Impact and Global Concerns

3fde yana 3t ARGs Ramw

e Many trade experts warn that prices will initially rise, demand may fall, and the
global auto industry could suffer.

Fs SR AT 57 AT & o Aeq TReT 7 93, AT e FFeht §, 3N ARaw 3ifer
3EANT T B Fhell 51

e The auto industry is already struggling due to uncertainty from Trump's trade
policies.

TY Y SR Afaat Fr sfARaadar & FRoT 31T 3T uge ¥ & TUY X W@ B

e Steel and aluminum tariffs had already affected trade with Mexico, Canada, and

China.
e 3R vegfafags IR gt & AfFEe), Farsr Ak N & @y aaR H gsad w
T &l

Conclusion

IGACD]

e Trump’s new tariffs on imported vehicles have escalated trade tensions and
prompted threats of retaliation from allies.

€T & AT aTgal U ¢ ¢RE & SR d=19 J¢T far § 31T wgarelt ot & wfaaner &y
erAfRar ey oeft §

e The global auto market may face significant price hikes and disruptions due to
these measures.

e 3iTeY aTSTR 1 3oT 3UTET & HROT Ageaqor Hed o8 X ATEHT T AIHAT LT U5
Hehell 8
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Furball’s progress

e\

GS Paper II: Environmen %

Atwo-month-old cub, one of the twins born to mother cheetah Veera, at the Kuno National Park in Madhya Pradesh. pTi
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Tri-service exercise held in
Arunachal takes integrated
approach to surveillance

[GS Paper lll: Internal Security |

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Army conducted a tri-
service integrated multi-
domain warfare exercise,
‘Prachand Prahaar’, in the
high-altitude terrain of
Arunachal Pradesh from
March 25 to 27, according
to an official statement on
Thursday. The exercise,
aimed at “validating a fully
integrated approach to sur-
veillance, command and
control, and precision fire-
power across the three ser-
vices”, brought together
the operational teams in a
synergised combat drill de-
signed to simulate future
warfare.

“Carried out under the
aegis of the Eastern Com-
mand, the exercise show-
cased the seamless integra-
tion of advanced
surveillance, strike capa-
bilities, and multi-domain
operational planning. Cut-
ting-edge platforms such as
long-range maritime re-
connaissance aircraft,
armed helicopters, UAVs,

Army officers overseeing the presentation of combat drones during
the exercise, March 27. X/@EASTERNCOMD

loitering munitions, and
space-based assets were
employed to achieve total
situational awareness and
rapid target engagement,”
the Defence Spokesperson
for Manipur, Nagaland and
Southern Arunachal Pra-
desh said in a statement.
Once simulated targets
were identified, they were
swiftly neutralised through
coordinated strikes involv-
ing fighter aircraft, long-
range rocket systems, artil-
lery up to calibre 155 mm,
swarm drones, kamikaze
drones, and armed heli-
copters. These operations

were conducted within an
electronically contested
environment designed to
replicate the modern bat-

tlefield scenarios, he
added.
The statement highlight-

ed that ‘Prachand Prahaar’
builds upon the momen-
tum of Exercise Poorvi Pra-
har, which focused on the
integrated application of
aviation assets. This under-
scores the emphasis on
“jointness, technological
superiority, and readiness
to tackle multi-domain
threats,” the statement
concluded.

Tri-service exercise held in Arunachal takes integrated
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approach to surveillance

oo A IS PX-Qar e TR & vhiga Tfeewior
YT &

The Army conducted a tri-service integrated multi-domain warfare
exercise, ‘Prachand Prahaar’, in the high-altitude terrain of Arunachal
Pradesh from March 25 to 27.

A1 A F-JaT TR ag-S1AT ¥ A, ‘TS T, Il TG &
3T TS aTe 81 H 25 ¥ 27 AT dF 3rAfad fFam

e The exercise aimed at validating a fully integrated approach to surveillance,
command and control, and precision firepower across the three services.

SH AT 1 36527 Aol waas 3 ford=ror, aur wée Afeer afda & qof g
tieeator A =t A3t # T Ra wLaT o)

e |t brought together the operational teams in a synergised combat drill designed to
simulate future warfare.
IE 3ATH HATeeT Gall bl Teh WIS JEUTSATH H Teh {1 o, Tordy svfesar & geer o7
THIOT XA & T fBaAmger o ara )

e Conducted under the aegis of the Eastern Command, the exercise showcased
seamless integration of advanced surveillance, strike capabilities, and multi-
domain operational planning.

IE 31T gt FATT & dga A fomar o, foae et e, 9 areanst ik
qg-SA HTeIe FIoTelT & HUT TehIeh0T b SeeleT fohar ram|

¢ Cutting-edge platforms like long-range maritime reconnaissance aircraft, armed
helicopters, UAVs, loitering munitions, and space-based assets were used for total
situational awareness and rapid target engagement.

AT A CATHIAT ST WA Te-aT-Tof TG SIeY FAATeT, T Feliapicex, Juat, gaa) arat
TMrerT-areg AR rafet-smenfa aTe= 1 suter qut Rufa s sik afa e
Heraera & fore faram aram|

e Once simulated targets were identified, they were swiftly neutralized through
coordinated strikes involving fighter aircraft, long-range rocket systems, 155 mm
caliber artillery, swarm drones, kamikaze drones, and armed helicopters.

T aR A Fadl S IguTe el o 9, So¢ dAsTE faae, diear-Yor Ushe e, 155
A iy Avae, T@nt 9, 1A 3 3R TaeT gdiwce! & gaed gadal &
HIETH ¥ dsit @ A fSear fomam o)

e These operations were conducted in an electronically contested environment,
replicating modern battlefield scenarios.
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Y FHTelel Ueh gaeiias & @ ATt araravor 7 f6u a1g, a’rangﬁa?gajxmmﬁ
T S &

e ‘Prachand Prahaar’ builds on the momentum of Exercise Poorvi Prahar, which
focused on the integrated application of aviation assets.

‘T TERC, e “qdf YRR Y AT T Y Sgre &, S R daet & vhigd
ISTHANT TR ahice Tl

e The exercise underscores jointness, technological superiority, and readiness to

tackle multi-domain threats.

TE HEITH FYFACAT, Thatioh! Asadl IR ag-2A7 @edl @ fAves Y deotar 1 {@ifhd

AT |

Union government to help
States procure pulses at
MSP: Agrlculture Minister

NEW DELHI

Union Agriculture Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan said
here on Thursday that the
purchase of tur dal (pigeon
pea) in the major produc-
ing States had gained mo-
mentum.

“In order to increase
domestic production of
pulses, encourage farmers
and reduce dependence
on imports, the govern-
ment has approved pro-
curement of tur, urad
(black gram), and lentil un-
der Price Support Scheme
at 100% of State produc-
tion for the procurement
year 2024-25,” Mr. Chou-
han said in a statement.

Citing the Budget an-
nouncement, he said 100%
of the production of tur
(arhar), urad, and masoor
(red lentil) will be pro-

All production of tur, urad, and
masoor will be procured till
2028-29. MOHAMMED YOUSUF

cured till 202829 to
achieve self-sufficiency in
pulses in the country.

“The procurement of
tur (arhar) has been ap-
proved in Andhra Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Ha-
ryana, Karnataka, Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Te-
langana and Uttar Pradesh
under the Price Support
Scheme during the Kharif

2024-25 season. Along with
this, Karnataka has also ap-
proved extending the pro-
curement period from 90
days by 30 days to May 1,”
the Minister said.

Mr. Chouhan added that
procurement is continuing
at minimum support price
through NAFED and NCCF
in Andhra Pradesh, Guja-
rat, Karnataka, Maharash-
tra and Telangana.

Till 25 March, a total of
2.46 lakh metric tonnes of
tur (arhar) has been pro-
cured in these States, be-
nefiting 1,71,569 farmers of
these States. He said the
price of tur in Uttar Pra-
desh is currently running
above MSP.

“PM-Asha Yojana has
been extended till 2025-26.
Under this, purchase of
pulses and oilseeds from
farmers at MSP will conti-
nue,” he added.

Union government
to help States
procure pulses at
MSP: Agriculture
Minister

g AHR ITT Y
TgAqH TAST HeT
(MSP) 4R gTa @it
# Agg A FIY FA
Union Agriculture
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan said that the
purchase of tur dal
(pigeon pea) in major

producing States had
gained momentum.

AT FRY 7 R
fae atere = et o wogw
3cuTee Tal 7 q &l
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e Toincrease domestic production of pulses, encourage farmers, and reduce
dependence on imports, the government has approved procurement of tur, urad
(black gram), and lentil under Price Support Scheme at 100% of State production
for the procurement year 2024-25.

I # gTell & uXe] 3euTae @I qgret, fharel & icanfed aet 31X 3 a1 feRer w4
FIA & T THR o X, 356 (FTelT T1T) 3R FAYY 1 Feq FALT AT (PSS) & g
100% T TG T WG TG I 2024-25 o ToIT HT T ¢

e Citing the Budget announcement, he said 100% of the production of tur (arhar),
urad, and masoor (red lentil) will be procured till 2028-29 to achieve self-sufficiency
in pulses.

SISTE HIYUTT &1 §aTell 4o gV, 3eciol el foh T (3EV), 35€ AR AYT (|18 #AFY) FT 100%
3cUTEA 2028-29 dh WET ST dATfeh gTell 7 HTcATAIAT gTiAer T ST Tk

e Procurement of tur (arhar) has been approved in Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh,
Gujarat, Haryana, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Telangana, and Uttar
Pradesh under the Price Support Scheme during the Kharif 2024-25 season.

GE 2024-25 HiSTA & GR1eT Aed ALY TS (PSS) & e 3 T4, BelHerg,
G, ATV, FATeH, HET YA, HERISE, AT A IR TS & ¥ (3e7) Hr @il
Y FH T TS ¥

e« Karnataka has approved extending the procurement period from 90 days by 30
days to May 1, 2025.

Feiled o @ 3rafr Ft 90 AT & T 30 ﬁasﬁtmgu AE 2025 T F AT B
e Procurement at MSP is continuing through NAFED and NCCF in Andhra Pradesh,
Gujarat, Karnataka, Maharashtra, and Telangana.

eaH FAYA FeT (MSP) T &G NAFED 3R NCCF & HTCIH & 31T W&2T, [T,
FHeTed, AFRISE AR AT H IR &

o Till March 25, 2025, a total of 2.46 lakh metric tonnes of tur (arhar) has been
procured in these States, benefiting 1,71,569 farmers.

25 AT 2025 T, o1 Tl H el 2.46 AT Hfew e T (3ET) 1 @wle & 718, fSad
1,71,569 FRET=AT T o181 31|
e The price of tur in Uttar Pradesh is currently running above MSP.

3 Y& H qT T FAG TAIAT H MSP & Al 9o @ 8

e PM-Asha Yojana has been extended till 2025-26. Under this, purchase of pulses and
oilseeds at MSP will continue.

FIUH-3MTRIT FYSTAT ST 2025-26 T 9T &7 11 § | 3T dgd, arei 3 faega fradie
MSP WX IR gl
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gAdH GHYT HeT (MSP)

e Minimum Support Price (MSP) is a form of market intervention by the Government
of India to ensure that farmers get a minimum price for their crops, protecting them
from price fluctuations.

TLATH FHAYT HeT (MSP) HR TIHR SaRT T a7 Teh TSR ALY &, i feharait
I 3eThT GHaT & T FgAGH He JeTe T ¢ 3N 3% Heral # 3ar-9ed & Fa1dT 5|

e The Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP) recommends MSPs for
various crops, which are then announced before the sowing season to help
farmers make informed planting decisions.

F¥ amere 31 7F 3mAT (CACP) faffiest waal & fow MSP &t Rwiier #tar 8, o
qaT$ & Al @ vge DT fmar smar @ afss frare 3Ra Ao o w@e)

Crops Covered Under MSP
MSP & 33T &aT $T ¢ FHo

e As of 2025, the Government of India sets MSPs for 23 crops, categorized into
Cereals, Pulses, Oilseeds, and Commercial Crops.

2025 aF, HRd TFR 23 FHa! & fore MSP fuiRa s &, Sieg 3+1er, g,
forereet 3k arfofSars waall & gefien fomam arar B

Cereals (39)
e Paddy (Rice) — HTeT (ATde)
+ Wheat -
e Maize — AFHRI
e Sorghum (Jowar) — AR
e Pearl Millet (Bajra) — 9TeIXT
« Barley —=it
« Finger Millet (Ragi) — T=f

Pulses (Gelgdl)

e Chickpea (Gram) — =T
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e Pigeon Pea (Tur/Arhar) — 3REU@
« Green Gram (Moong) — 3T

e Black Gram (Urad) — 3¢

e Lentil (Masoor) — A{Y

Oilseeds (faeg)
e Groundnut — HITwelY

I
« Rapeseed-Mustard — @l
e Soybean — ®1gTElsT
« Sesame -faer
« Sunflower — FISIHE!

. Safflower—mlﬂ'ﬂ'
e Niger Seed — AT

Commercial Crops (aTfolfoa® wH)

« Copra (Coconut) — ATRIe (FT)
e Sugarcane — el

o Cotton — UH

e Raw Jute — $=AT &

Determination of MSP

MSP AuiRa 3 & #RF

e The CACP considers multiple factors while recommending MSPs, including:

CACP MSP &I eI i3 THAT FE HRET FI €T & T@dT ¢, S
o Cost of production — 3cqT&eT STl
o Changes in input prices —Wﬁﬂ?ﬁﬁ'mﬁ
o Market price trends — 9TeIR e wgfoar
o Demand and supply — &7 3T 3mqfef
o Inter-crop price parity — ﬁm—ma\?&m
o Effect on industrial cost structure — 3itg@ e AT FXTAT I TS
o Effect on cost of living — SfiaeT AT T ARTT 9T IHTT
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o International price situations — AR Hed aRFEAfaAT

Recent Updates

ST 37YsT

e Inthe 2024-2025 season, the government announced an increase in MSPs for
several crops to encourage crop diversification and ensure better income for
farmers.

2024-2025 HISTet &, TR o F§ HHl F MSP # ggfar v ehyor #r aifes waer
fafarefiezor @ Wicwrfee fam s 3R framat #r smr & gur el
o MSP for Paddy was raised to ¥2,040 per quintal, and for Wheat to ¥2,125 per

quintal, reflecting the government's commitment to supporting the agricultural
sector.

&ITeT T MSP %2,040 qﬁﬁ-ﬁ?ﬂ'ﬁ?ﬁ{ﬂ MSP 2,125 gfa [fded +T &ar ram, o
Y &1 T gwd oot Y FIFR A wfdagyar #1 qeiar
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House Standing Committee concerned over
vacancies in nuclear and research projects

|GS Paper IlI: S&T

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

Nearly three in five posts of
scientific personnel sanc-
tioned at one of India’s top
institutes for basic science
research, the Tata Institute
of Fundamental Research
(TIFR), are lying vacant.

Moreover, a quarter of
the sanctioned posts at In-
dia’s key atomic energy re-
search institutions and nu-
clear power plants are
vacant. This is significant
given that India has com-
mitted 320,000 crore this
year for building small
modular reactors.

This data emerge from a
report of the Parliamen-
tary Standing Committee
on Science, Technology
and Environment tabled in
both Houses of Parliament
on Tuesday. The bipartisan
committee expressed “se-
rious concerns about work-
force planning, recruit-
ment efficiency, and the

Big gap: Three in five posts sanctioned for scientific personnel at
the Tata Institute of Fundamental Research lie vacant. FILE PHOTO

overall sustainability of nu-
clear and research projects
in India”.

At the TIFR, there are
839 vacant posts, a whop-
ping 58% of the total 1,448
sanctioned posts. At the
Bhabha Atomic Research
Centre (BARC), 3,841. or
26%. of the 14,445 sanc-
tioned posts are vacant. At
the Indira Gandhi Centre
for Atomic Research (IG-
CAR), the 596 unfilled
posts account for 22% of
the total 2,730 posts. At the

Nuclear Power Corpora-
tion of India (NPCIL), there
are 4,343 posts to be filled,
amounting to 28% of the
15,088 posts. In summary,
of the 46,307 sanctioned
posts across organisations
under the Department of
Atomic Energy, 13,449
posts — or 30% — were
vacant.

“This 58% vacancy rate
reflects a significant short-
fall in scientific manpower.
Such a high vacancy rate
suggests that TIFR is heavi-

ly reliant on contractual
and research-based staff
rather than regular em-
ployees. Given the insti-
tute’s crucial role in funda-
mental research, this issue
requires immediate atten-
tion to ensure stability in
long-term scientific pro-
jects,” said the report of
the committee, chaired by
BJP MP Bhubaneshwar
Kalita.

TIFR Director Jayaram
Chengalur had not res-
ponded to an email query
on the reasons for the va-
cancies at the time of
publication.

A senior scientist affiliat-
ed to one of the TIFR insti-
tutions and involved with
hiring scientists declined
to be identified but said
that the numbers were
“surprising” to him. De-
partment heads of TIFR in-
stitutes seeking to recruit
more scientists were usual-
ly told by the parent DAE
that the sanctioned posts

were already full, he said.
The Parliament committee
report does not specify if
the “sanctioned posts” on-
ly refers to scientists, facul-
ty, and technical personnel
or employees in non-tech-
nical roles as well.

On the shortfall in other
atomic energy institutions,
the committee said it was
“concerned over these va-
cancies, especially in key
operational areas such as
nuclear power generation,
research, and mineral ex-
ploration”. The shortage of
skilled personnel could de-
lay research and develop-
ment, cause inefficiencies
in plant operations, and
constraints in nuclear fuel
production and “ultimate-
ly affect the country’s nu-
clear energy programme,”
it said.

In a written response to
the Committee, the DAE
said it had started a recruit-
ment drive to mitigate
workforce shortages.

House Standing Committee concerned over vacancies in
nuclear and research projects

FfFera? 3R seTaeTe TRASEH 7 RiFaat # da gad
i wfafa Rifaa

Nearly three in five posts of scientific personnel sanctioned at Tata
Institute of Fundamental Research (TIFR) are lying vacant.

<TeT SEEITYE AHTF BeEied RA (TIFR) 7 Feligd danfas Famal & e

# & et 9g @rel 92§

e A quarter of sanctioned posts at India’s key atomic energy research institutions
and nuclear power plants are vacant.

T o YT YTHT] Foll HTHETA HEATAL AR TATI] St §=1 & Tefiehel FHUTE 9 @rell

gl
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¢ India has committed ¥20,000 crore this year for building small modular reactors.
HRT & 38 Aol 220,000 FU3 I JfATEHr B ATSTeR Ruaet a1 & fovw S7drs 8

e The data comes from a Parliamentary Standing Committee on Science, Technology,
and Environment report, tabled in both Houses of Parliament on Tuesday.

g 3 FEGT T afAfa ff faee, semfad sk waiavor @« Rae @ oo e g,
8 ATeaR Y F9E & At gea A ger e )

e The committee expressed serious concerns about workforce planning, recruitment
efficiency, and sustainability of nuclear and research projects in India.

AT o R 7 Frdaer Asrer, o7l garar 3R RA] va sreqaere IRASTn3i A e
T oI IR Rrar g $n|

e At TIFR, 839 vacant posts account for 58% of the total 1,448 sanctioned posts.
TIFR #, 839 ¢ GTell ¢, ST 1,448 Ffige qal T 58% ¢

e At Bhabha Atomic Research Centre (BARC), 3,841 vacant posts account for 26% of
14,445 sanctioned posts.

STT TTATI] HTHUT g (BARC) # 3,841 9 WTell §, ST 14,445 Felighel Y&l T 26% ¢

e At Indira Gandhi Centre for Atomic Research (IGCAR), 596 unfilled posts account
for 22% of 2,730 total posts.

g el wRAToy Jregwee F% (IGCAR) # 596 9 @Telt , ST 2,730 Feliget wal &7 22%
gl

e At Nuclear Power Corporation of India (NPCIL), 4,343 vacant posts amount to 28%
of 15,088 sanctioned posts.

AT UTaR FIGREAT 316 SF3AT (NPCIL) H 4,343 9 @relt 8, it 15,088 Ffigre wal &1
28% gl

o In total, 13,449 posts out of 46,307 sanctioned posts in Department of Atomic
Energy remain vacant, making up 30% of the total workforce.

YIHTO] ST fA#TT (DAE) 3 46,307 it el # & 13,449 UE Trell &, ST Frel Hriael HT
30% g

e The 58% vacancy rate at TIFR shows a significant shortfall in scientific manpower,
indicating heavy reliance on contractual staff instead of regular employees.

TIFR & 58% RfFd e defare starerfera $¥ o) it or g &, oo gar Tefar & &
eI AafAa FHTRET & goir @faer st W AR g

e The committee report stressed the need for immediate action to ensure stability in
long-term scientific projects.

afafa i R 7 Qefefers dafas aRasEmst # Paa ghRtea s @ & R ga
FIETE FA DT 3TIRTRAT W T AT

e TIFR Director Jayaram Chengalur had not responded to an email query about the
vacancies at the time of publication.

TIFR & forgeres S A9y o RO SehifRId gt e RiFaal o $aer et &7 srara «igt
e

Pa la
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e A senior scientist affiliated with TIFR said the vacancy numbers were "surprising" and
mentioned that department heads were often told by the Department of Atomic
Energy (DAE) that sanctioned posts were already full.

TIFR & 93 v aftss denfare o e o Risaat i aear =ieet arelr g 3R g &
femmamegeit T 3R gRATI] ST famer (DAE) garT g v sirar o i &dfigd 9
uEd ¥ X g

o The Parliamentary Committee report does not clarify whether the sanctioned posts
include only scientific and technical personnel or non-technical employees as well.

TadrT afafa 1 Rale a8 Tuse ¢ a3 o Fdigpa ug shaer i AR daedihr wiAat
& forw & a1 e A-awaidr Foart off enfae &1

e The committee is concerned about vacancies in key operational areas such as
nuclear power generation, research, and mineral exploration.

AT TATI] ST ScTeet, IHTHeTeT X @iersr 3eavor S o qRarerer &t & RfFaat
A o AT g

e The shortage of skilled personnel could delay R&D, reduce plant efficiency, and
constrain nuclear fuel production, ultimately affecting India’s nuclear energy
programme.

T FHARAT HY Fl § regaene AR Rara 7F &, w7 garar 7 w AR oo S
3cqTGe A AT 37T el &, TSIEE 37cTcT: R & UHATI] FalT HIAHA G FeTd IS

In response, the Department of Atomic Energy (DAE) stated that it has initiated a
recruitment drive to mitigate workforce shortages.

STaTe 7, GATI] ST fAHTT (DAE) & F8T o 36 Frdaer Y ! F1 F7 F31 & forw sredt
Tt & R &

Lagt~r 1

Oakfield nursing home resident Margaret Hawe, 84, with an alpaca called Stan during a
therapeutic visit for residents of care homes, in Courtown, Ireland. ReuTERS
—
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Inclusive Iresearch: bringing patients into the fold

|GS Paper IIl: S&T
Anushka Banerjee

fice, discussing your latest test

results or asking about a symp-
tom that just doesn’t seem to go away.
The conversation moves from ques-
tions about your medical history and
lifestyle to treatment options and
next steps. But have you ever consi-
dered that your experiences could
shape the research that led to those
treatments? Most people don’t. It’s
easy to picture patients interacting
with doctors, but we don’t usually
think of them talking to a scientist.
Yet, a global shift is underway; one
that’s bringing patients into the heart
of research. This is Public and Patient
Involvement and Engagement (PPIE),
and it’s transforming how research is
done. Traditionally, medical research
has been a top-down affair. Scientists
define the problem, design the study,
and analyse results, often with little
to no input from the people the re-
search is ultimately meant to benefit.
This can lead to studies that are scien-
tifically rigorous but disconnected
from real-world healthcare needs.
PPIE challenges this status quo, by in-
viting patients, caregivers, and the
public to be active partners in the re-
search process.

l magine you're at the doctor’s of-

‘With’ the public

Involve, U.K’s National Institute for
Health Research advisory group, de-
fines PPIE as research carried out
“with” or “by” the public, rather than
“to,” “about” or “for” them. This in-
volvement can take many forms:
identifying research priorities based

on lived experiences, helping design
patient-friendly studies, ensuring
findings translate into practical
healthcare improvements, and im-
proving communication between re-
searchers and the public.

A key distinction must be made
here: PPIE is not the same as simply
taking patient feedback. It involves
deep and genuine collaboration,
where patients help make research
decisions alongside scientists and
clinicians. This model has been en-
dorsed by healthcare systems across
Europe and North America, with re-
search organisations increasingly re-
quiring PPIE in grant proposals. And
it is no longer just a well-intended
ideal — researchers are finding that
when patients are involved from the
start, the impact is real and measura-
ble.Rachael Lawson, who is a senior
lecturer & PPIE Lead at the Newcastle
NIHR Biomedical Research Centre in
England, talks about the impact of
PPIE. In a 2024 review on early im-
plementation of allied health thera-
pies in the early stages of Parkinson’s
disease to help slow the progression
of symptoms, a patient co-authored
the paper, providing insights that re-
searchers might have missed. This
highlights a crucial aspect of PPIE: in-
corporating the invaluable perspec-
tive of lived experience. She de-
scribes the efforts researchers make
to ensure that interest in PPIE conti-
nues to thrive. “There is no “one-size-
fits-all” solution. We tailor our pro-
grammes to the specific needs of par-
ticipants. I have helped set up a
regional interest group for patients
with dementia and Parkinson’s and

their caregivers.” Researchers visit
members of these groups every
month to build trust and instil a sense
of community. “Some patients who
are elderly or have cognitive impair-
ments need our support. Often, we’ll
send out team members to local par-
ticipants armed with dictaphones
and iPads to take interviews and col-
lect data,” she says.

Patients as partners

A study by Lindsay H. Dewa and her
team at Imperial College, London ex-
plored the benefits of involving
young people with mental health
challenges as co-researchers on a stu-
dy about using technology to detect
mental health deterioration. They
helped design interview questions,
analyse data, and present findings at
conferences, demonstrating how co-
production can lead to deeper in-
sights and empower participants. Si-
milarly, researchers at Cancer Re-
search U.K., consulted focus groups
of women at risk for breast cancer re-
lapse, who helped design a clinical
trial and recruit participants, prepare
funding applications and develop pa-
tient-facing materials. In this way, the
patients were partners, and not sub-
jects of research.

Charities play a pivotal role in en-
suring that patient voices shape re-
search. Lesley Booth, the PPIEP Lead
at MQ, U.K’s leading mental health
research charity, says: “While fund-
ing applications can include PPIE
costs, the actual funds are often limit-
ed. This creates barriers to involve-
ment since researchers may not have
the means to compensate them.

Charities like MQ step in to bridge this
gap.” Their 10-year impact study re-
vealed that a staggering 96% of re-
searchers who included PPIE had re-
ported improvements in their work.

Where does India stand?

As PPIE becomes a global standard,
India stands at a critical juncture.
With strong evidence supporting its
benefits and charities like MQ, Well-
come Trust, and McPin Foundation
providing resources, both Indian
scientists and patients have much to
gain. India’s expanding healthcare
sector, digital innovations, and grow-
ing patient advocacy create a unique
opportunity to integrate patient voic-
es into research.

Shyam Sundar Arumugham, a psy-
chiatrist at NIMHANS, is one of the
few researchers in India welcoming
this shift. His work includes patients
as co-investigators, using their in-
sights to refine research questions
and design. This integration includes
plans for a Lived Experience Expert
panel and showcases a growing com-
mitment to PPIE.

(Anushka Banerjee is the Scientific
Develop t and Co ication Of-
ficer, Rohini Nilekani Centre for Brain
and Mind, Department of Psychiatry,
National Institute of Mental Health &
Neurosciences, Bengaluru. baner-
Jjeee.anushka@gmail.com)

»

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in

with the subject ‘Daily page’

Inclusive Research: Bringing Patients into the Fold
AT sreTHYTeT: AN FY ITHUTT 7 MR FIAT

Imagine you’re at the doctor’s office, discussing your latest test
results or asking about a symptom.

FoTAT F F 3T STFeT & FEATAT A §, 39T dAdlerad s RO g7 T4t a1
WA FN T F MA@ R R

* Most people don’t consider that their experiences could shape research that leads to
treatments.
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ifereier AteT I AL A 3 o7 ITHT ITHUTA Y TFR & Hehel §, A1 3TAR A {ad
FLAT B

e Public and Patient Involvement and Engagement (PPIE) is bringing patients into the
heart of research.

ardeifas 3 et wgenfaar stk Faerar (PPIE) FST 1 3]dUT & &g # o W@ 8|

e Traditionally, medical research was a top-down process with little patient input.
RN &9 &, FAfehear srgaene veh off-d-ar afshar o forae Afarat i smafiery sga
SA Al

o PPIE challenges this by making patients active partners in the research process.

PPIE 8 YT T et a1 & 3R #ds 1 wftea smfler aarar 81

‘With’ the Public
"HTdol feleh HEHTRET & |1

« Involve, U.K.’s National Institute for Health Research, defines PPIE as research
“with” or “by” the public, rather than “to,” “about,” or “for” them.

galed, ¥, & AT SEITIC PR god RAT PPIE &) “Wrdsifars & |1y~ a1 “ganr fwar
AT ITHHTT HITTT §, o foh “37 W,” “3oTah AR HA,” AT “3ai e |

e PPIE involves identifying research priorities, designing patient-friendly studies,
and improving communication.

PPIE # 3w tITer WrAfAFAT3 it ugare, A & refqd Ireaae fBamsa w3 3k §ur
# FUR T A

e Unlike patient feedback, PPIE is about deep collaboration where patients co-decide
research.

|TeoT A AT wfAfHAT @ 36T, PPIE Toh gt WA & forad AdeT sreqaeer faotay
HTT A §

e Europe and North America have made PPIE a requirement in research grants.
T AR 3T IARFT A PPIE Y IeJHeTT 3egatent 7 srfaard ¢ fear g

e Rachael Lawson, PPIE Lead at Newcastle NIHR Biomedical Research Centre,
highlights PPIE’s impact.

TR |1, PPIE oI5, #=g&aer NIHR ar#fSFer Ree dex # PPIE & wo7ra 1 39
FAT R

e In 2024, a Parkinson’s disease study had a patient as co-author, giving key
insights.

2024 #, TfEFEE AT IeTTT H U AN WE-a@a T, Torea) Ageaqur Afasfee e |

Patients as Partners

ANST & HRNER =T
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A study at Imperial College, London, involved young mental health patients as co-
researchers.

SFARIS FicoT, d&eT & Teh AT H JaT AR FAELT AFNAT T WE-HJAUTTRAT
w9 # enfFer fhar |
Patients helped design questions, analyze data, and present findings.

AL o TR AR FA, 3T 1 RAawor 3 3K v yeqga F A werar A

Cancer Research U.K. consulted women at risk of breast cancer relapse to design
clinical trials.

Fa Red g &, o Tt FX eRIGRY & @ areht Aafganst @ oA w1 Aarfas gt

&1 f3msa SR fFam)

Lesley Booth, PPIE Lead at MQ, U.K.’s mental health charity, highlights funding
barriers for PPIE.

A Y, PPIE i3, MQ, I %. Y AT Fareey AN, PPIE F farw i arenait a0t
ITIR el &
96% of researchers using PPIE reported improvements in their work.

96% MEFATIHT A PPIE &1 39111 & ST Yo F1F H FUR T Flel1 &1

Where Does India Stand?

R i Rufa F=T

India is at a crucial juncture as PPIE becomes a global standard.
HRT U HAgcdqol A3 W §, Fife PPIE U 3R AT F1dT1 o1 @I 8|

India’s expanding healthcare sector, digital innovations, and growing patient
advocacy create a unique opportunity.

R &1 faFqa Fareey 8, Bfored aarar 3R gedt 78T A aaraa 38 U 31T 3raat
EACETG RS

Shyam Sundar Arumugham, a psychiatrist at NIMHANS, integrates patients as co-
investigators in research.

IUTH HeI WA, TF Aafafheasd, NIMHANS, Affrat Y wg-3eavws & w7 & anffer
A
His work includes a Lived Experience Expert Panel, showcasing a commitment to
PPIE.

3T I U Tores T iRaw waaue doer &1 anfe wXar 8, St PPIE & i widagurar
cRITeT &
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|GS Paper lll: SAHYOG Portal |

Back door censor
SAHYOG must adhere to the safeguards
and procedures in Section 69A of IT Act

y informing the Delhi High Court that it
B cannot be compelled to come on board

the Union government’s SAHYOG portal,
the social media platform, X, has brought to light
a mechanism that could potentially be misused
by the government in its attempts to curb content
on the Internet. The portal, which has been con-
ceptualised by the government to be a platform
that will facilitate coordination among law enfor-
cement agencies, social media platforms and te-
lecom service providers to help in quicker take-
downs of unlawful content, seems to be a
follow-up to an office memorandum by the Minis-
try of Electronics and Information Technology, in
October 2023, authorising government agencies
to block content, under Section 79 of the IT Act.
The creation of SAHYOG was disclosed by the Un-
ion Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) in the Delhi
High Court last year, in Shabana vs Govt Of NCT Of
Delhi And Ors., where the court had emphasised
the need for a mechanism to enable real-time in-
teractions between Internet intermediaries and
law enforcement authorities in order to address
urgent cases. Section 79 of the IT Act provides
safe harbour protection to intermediaries so that
they are not liable for third-party content hosted
or transmitted on or through their platforms pro-
vided they adhere to certain conditions. Section
79(3)(b) provides an exception to this protection
—if an intermediary receives actual knowledge or
is notified by the government agency that certain
content is being used to commit an unlawful act,
it must remove or disable access to that content
quickly, failing which it will lose safe harbour
protection.

By using Section 79(3)(b) to enable the crea-
tion of what is a content takedown portal, the go-
vernment — as X rightly claims in its petition — by-
passes the limited safeguards under Section 69A
of the IT Act, which allows content blocking only
on specific grounds such as national security and
public order, and mandates procedural safe-
guards such as a designated officer’s approval,
written justification and independent review of
any such blocking request. X’s claim also justifia-
bly raises the possibility of SAHYOG being used as
a tool for unchecked censorship as it will allow
for multiple government agencies including Mi-
nistries, State governments and local police to
have blocking powers unlike the provisions in
Section 69A. If SAHYOG is used as the medium to
address blocking orders, there seem to be no op-
portunities for challenging the order, nor are
there any procedural protections that are other-
wise available through Section 69A. This suggests
that the implementation of the portal could be ul-
tra vires and violates the Supreme Court’s judg-
ment in Shreya Singhal vs Union of India. While
the Delhi and Karnataka High Courts (X has also
filed a petition challenging SAHYOG here) hear
the cases, the MHA must provide the full details
of the features of the SAHYOG portal for public
perusal to ensure that it does not bypass the legal
frameworks for online content regulation.

Back Door Censor
o FaRY

SAHYOG must adhere to the safeguards and
procedures in Section 69A of the IT Act.

SAHYOG ! 3msd) arfafags i 4T 69A 7 AuiRa
& 39TAT 3T 9fhansit #1 ureret Fear @nfewl

e Delhi High Court was informed that social media platform X
cannot be compelled to join the SAHYOG portal.

et 3o Famarey &1 giud fham arn f& drerer AfSAT colewie X &
SAHYOG 9IEa & 5[5+ & ToIT AT g1 fndT 51T HehvelT |

e The SAHYOG portal was conceptualized to coordinate law
enforcement, social media, and telecom service providers for
guicker takedowns of unlawful content.

SAHYOG YYEe 1 e[l Fadlol, Arerer AT 3R qHaR Far geranst
& AT & fu IR fham arar a1 Jifeh Aarepstt areal Y sredt &

TCTIT ST | |

e This portal appears to be a follow-up to an office memorandum
by MeitY in October 2023, allowing government agencies to block
content under Section 79 of the IT Act.

IE GICoT Iaga] 2023 H gaFeiiaad 3 A FAAT (MeitY) gaRT
STY AT FATIeT T IHTEIOT Tl Biell &, T 3mser srfarfoaar

HRT 79 & gl YRR HY WIHAT Ty FIA H1 FAFR fear o )

e The Union Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) disclosed
SAHYOG'’s creation in Shabana vs Govt Of NCT Of Delhi And Ors.
case in the Delhi High Court.

FERT 7§ AT (MHA) 7 Rreelt 390 =amamery ¥ 2rae a1 werdidt
faeeh TR 3 3177 AT H SAHYOG 9 & AATT i SATeThRY &Y

e The court emphasized the need for real-time interaction between
Internet intermediaries and law enforcement agencies for urgent
cases.

37ETeld o exAe AEAEAT AR FTefeT Yaclet TN & i< aeafas a7y
Y STl Y TRl I SR fe|

e Section 79 of the IT Act provides safe harbour protection to
intermediaries unless they fail to remove unlawful content after
being notified.
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3mEE rfafaras Y 4RT 79 SeTeic AETEUT T AT eI Fd ¢, I dF 3 g
3rder gral Y g 7 e g @1
e Section 79(3)(b) states that if an intermediary receives actual knowledge or a

government notification, they must remove the content quickly, else they lose safe
harbour protection.

RT 79(3)(b) ¥ TR, AT Fohelt HETEY &1 areafas SATHRY AT AXHRY AT JreeT

gl 8, ot 39 wrerelt g gerel) gleN, 31T 9 GRaT Fad @t |

e X argues that SAHYOG bypasses safeguards under Section 69A, which allows
content blocking only on grounds like national security and public order.

X T &TaT § 35 SAHYOG YT 69A ¥ FI&T 39Tl &Y G fFeTR T 8, ST sl 3y
YT T 17T Rk i gRam 3 wrdwfae saaw T S FRONT W AT B

e Section 69A requires a designated officer’s approval, written justification, and
independent review for any blocking request.

YT 69A & T U IfaFa rfsrt it welipfa, fafla wror, sk wads aefter &

3TaIHAT 8T &

e Unlike Section 69A, SAHYOG allows multiple government agencies, including
Ministries, State governments, and local police, to block content.

YRT 69A & fI9d, SAHYOG F§ WIHRY TATHAT, HATerdl, Tod TFRI IR T gfaw

T WA 3Ty F A AfFa qar §

e If SAHYOG is used for blocking orders, there may be no opportunity for
challenging the order or procedural protections.

7 SAHYOG HY 3aver et & fore 3wier fam simar 8, o 3w 3nder ¥ gl &t #1
FI$ IHTHT AT 21N 3R &Y IS uihaTeHa FIaw gian |

e This could be ultra vires and violate the Supreme Court’s judgment in Shreya
Singhal vs Union of India.

Ig FTefeT @ W (ultra vires) 8 ahaT & 3 A Rierer saimsr R w7 7 Foller FIE & haer
FT Ioatel HT THT ¢

e Xhas also filed a petition in the Karnataka High Court, challenging SAHYOG.
X @ Faitesh 3od ~AraTey # #ff v AT qRI A ¥, TFHH SAHYOG &Y el &Y 78 B

e The MHA must provide full details of SAHYOG'’s features for public scrutiny to
ensure legal compliance.

6 HATET (MHA) Y SAHYOG ¥ waft faawor ardeifas w9 @ wgd F3a a1few arfs
Al IeTdTelel AR foham o @
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U.S. defence ties — India needs to keep its eyes open

GS Paper lli: Defence

tis no state secret that the defence public
l sector undertakings have the Indian armed

forces as their captive customers. In fact,
with the ‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’ campaign, this
dependence has only increased and has added to
the stress of planners in the Indian Air Force (IAF)
as they juggle with a depleting squadron strength
in the IAF due to a poor production rate by
Hindustan Aeronautics Limited. After the IAF
chief made his angst clear at the Aero India-2025
show in Bengaluru in February, there has been a
flurry of media statements about how a
reinvigorated environment is now geared up to
supply Tejas MKIA Light Combat Aircraft (LCA)
jets. This month, the handing over event of the
first rear fuselage for the Tejas, made by a private
manufacturer — with the Defence Minister and
the IAF chief present — has also been highlighted
in the media.

Even as the report of the Ministry of Defence
committee looking into the IAF’s needs (including
imports) is being evaluated, there are three facts
that should help keep us grounded.

SIPRI report and U.S. policy

First, the latest Stockholm International Peace
Research Institute (SIPRI) report for 2020-24
shows that India is still the second highest arms
importer in the world. However, the fact that
India’s imports have reduced by 9.3% from
2015-19 is good news, but with a rider — expensive
weapon systems such as aircraft, tanks, top end
radars, and specialised armament, would
continue to be imported for many more years
and contribute to the import bill.

Second, the IAF has thrown its full weight
behind indigenous fighter aircraft — LCA Tejas
MkIA, Tejas Mk2 and the Advanced Medium
Combat Aircraft (AMCA), all of which are planned
with American engines. The IAF’s kinetic
operational potential would, thus, become a
function of America’s calculations of India’s
worth in its strategic calculus. Would India be
weaned away from its heavy dependence on

Air Vice Marshal
Manmohan
Bahadur (retired)
is former Additional
Director General,
Centre for Air

Power Studies

New Delhi
needs to avoid a
dependency that
affects its
strategic
autonomy

Russia, which contributes to 36% of its arms
imports? The IAF's inventory of 270 Sukhoi Su-30
fighters, $-400 missile systems and similar
big-ticket items for the Indian Army and the
Indian Navy stand out against a positive
affirmation.

Third, the frequent coinage of fancy-sounding
new policies in India-U.S. relations in the past two
decades should keep India on its toes vis-a-vis
their demonstrated short shelf life. Whatever
became of the ‘Defence Technology and Trade
Initiative’ of 2012 which was much tom-tommed,
and also said to bring in niche cutting-edge
technology and usher in a new paradigm in
defence cooperation? Are we sure that the end
result of the recently announced framework for
the “U.S.-India Major Defence Partnership in the
21st Century’ would be any different considering
the tempestuous churn in American foreign
policy with a transactional new U.S.
administration under President Donald Trump?

‘Partnership’ is the key word

There is historical reality to back this negative
appreciation. The joint statement, after U.S.
Secretary of Defence Ashton Carter’s visit to India
in April 2016, said that [a] “defense relationship is
a key component of the strategic partnership
between India and the US.” Similar sentiments
have been expressed recently after the
Trump-Modi talks.

The key word is ‘partnership’. But the
million-dollar question is whether two nations
that are culturally, financially and with differing
world outlooks, be true partners. An article by
Anna Simons, Professor of Defence Analysis, in
the Winter 2013-14 issue of the U.S. Army War
College magazine, Parameters, says that “..a
partnership can succeed only if it is grounded in
mutual indispensability”, since “..anything less
creates a dependency, and a dependency by
definition is not partnership.” This raises the
question whether India and the U.S, are
indispensable to each other. And if they are not,

then can Washington and New Delhi be true
partners?

The indispensability factor can be tested by
seeking answers to three pointers. First, are both
parties equals, interchangeable and can blend
seamlessly? Second, is a division of tasks possible
for joint programmes? Third, can the expertise
possessed by each nation complement and fill the
gaps that exist in the other’s capabilities? A
truthful analysis of their respective defence
research and development and manufacturing
sectors shows that there is great asymmetry in
the capabilities, and the follow up can only result
in India’s stifling dependency on the U.S.

But the same questions can be asked about the
other relationships of India too, say with Russia,
Israel or France. The answer lies in whether India
has a political indispensability quotient in such
strategic relationships or whether it is like the
U.S.-Pakistan ‘partnership’ that broke when
Islamabad outlived Washington’s geo-political
interests and was dumped like a fly in a tea cup.
Or, even the recent unravelling of the U.S.'s
decades long and iron-clad trans-Atlantic
parmership with Europe, leading to questions
being asked about the reliability of the Trumpian
friendship.

Looking ahead

This brings us back to the theme of this article.
Are we heading the correct way as we look to the
U.S. for our strategic armament needs? The
answer, surprisingly, actually lies with
Washington on whether the U.S. wants a ‘true
parmership’, in which case it has to make India
politically indispensable to itself (the U.S.) by
imbuing a special friendly slant in our relations.
On India’s part, New Delhi must ensure that its
decisions ‘insure’ its interests against any U.S.
policy reversal in the geopolitical environment
that it is placed in. Even as India imports vitally
needed aircraft and other equipment, its eyes
need to be wide open to avoid a dependency that
would negatively affect its strategic autonomy.

U.S. Defence Ties — India Needs to Keep Its Eyes Open
HAREY T&IT T — AR T dF @A T ATaRIFHAT

Defence public sector undertakings (DPSUs) have the Indian armed

forces as captive customers.

T&1T FraSA s &9 & 3YFAT (DPSUs) & I HRATT T gl A9y ags

FETHATEI

+ With ‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’, this dependence has increased, creating challenges for
the Indian Air Force (IAF).

‘HTeATAIR R & g, Ig weiar 9 1% 8, 'ored sl arg @ (IAF) & faw gatfoem

mgéﬁ

e The IAF faces a depleting squadron strength due to the poor production rate of
Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL).
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IAF &Y 3r9aY 33 T HEAT H FH! HT ATHAT AT I3 T §, Fi1eh RgFareT Rl es
fafaes (HAL) # 3c9eT X FHEN

e At Aero India-2025, the IAF chief expressed concerns, leading to media discussions
on Tejas MK1A Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) production.

TR §72A1-2025 , IAF FHE@ F 39l Riansit wr sawa fran, foraa a9 MK 1A gos
3, fAATeT (LCA) & Seueat TR AT & 7ol YEEs|

e Anprivate manufacturer delivered the first rear fuselage for Tejas, in an event
attended by the Defence Minister and IAF chief.

ve fasht fastar & dsrw & v ggar R wygretsr wir, Srest am w6l 3K AR goq@
3ufeud &

SIPRI Report and U.S. Policy
SIPRI Rat¢ 3tk sraAfr Aifa

e According to the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) report
(2020-24), India is the second-largest arms importer.

TR Seterereiel N A §8Iege (SIPRI) RAE (2020-24) & 378K, 9RA gforar #1
GO W T3T AR 3 ¢

e India’'s arms imports decreased by 9.3% (2015-19), but high-cost weapon systems
will continue to be imported for years.

TR & TAAR 3ATT & 9.3% (2015-19) Y HHY S, AfheT Ag gfAIR wonfarAt Fr
HTATT qut qoh ST Igam|

e The IAF supports indigenous fighter aircraft like LCA Tejas Mk1A, Tejas Mk2, and
Advanced Medium Combat Aircraft (AMCA), all of which have American engines.

IAF Faeeft wrsTe famet St LCA a9 Mk1A, derd Mk2, 3R vsaies #iftas sirde
TIHIFE (AMCA) FT THIF T g, S ot AR goa 1 R &

e The IAF’s operational capability would thus depend on America’s strategic interests
in India.

IAF &Y IRETelsT &THdT 379 AR 7 3rARFT HY WEifasw s o F9R gl

e Russia contributes 36% of India’s arms imports, with 270 Sukhoi Su-30 fighters
and S-400 missile systems in India’s defence inventory.

TH HRA & 36% §RAAR AT F1 3mqfelerar &, 3R 270 F@I§ Su-30 T3 AT 3R S-
400 fRuTse RATEH 9RA & &I HSR H AT &

U.S.-India Defence Policies: A Reality Check
IARNHT-ART 38T NfAAT: v areafaswar s

e India must be cautious about U.S.-India defence agreements, as many have had
short-lived impacts.
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The 2012 Defence Technology and Trade Initiative (DTTI) promised cutting-edge
technology and enhanced defence cooperation, but failed to deliver.

2012 # &1 YigAfarehr 3R AR 9gel (DTTI) o Jo=tar WaA AT 31T TaT WgAher 1 arer
feraT 2T, olfehet Ig el FET 81 ITT|

The recently announced ‘U.S.-India Major Defence Partnership in the 21st Century’
must be evaluated carefully.

gTeT &1 & e ‘214t WY F ANFT- R YoT@ T&T WAGHY 1 Fraileigden TRET Sl
aifeel

With Donald Trump’s new U.S. administration, American foreign policy remains
highly transactional, making long-term commitments uncertain.

S1TeS €9 & AT FANFY Terrder & q1Y, AR fager A 7t avg | Aer-ae1 Imennia s=i
&S ¢, forad qrerehifores afaserar 3ifafRad g sl ¢

Partnership’ is the Key Word

ATHEHY Fgeaqor ereg &

The joint statement after U.S. Secretary of Defence Ashton Carter’s visit to India

(April 2016) described the defence relationship as a key component of the India-U.S.

strategic partnership.

3ARFY TaT WRAT weee HIEX F ARG AT 3 2016) F G WIFA TATT H T&T Haul
-3 A RHT A TAF AR F1 I7@ geh T 27|

Similar sentiments were expressed after the Trump-Modi talks.

TY-AIEY 1T & o1 37 3 AXE Y HTGATT cqad Y S|

The key word is ‘partnership’, but the question remains whether two culturally and
financially different nations can be true partners.

FgcaquT 2reg WIRAGRY §, ifehet HaTer I8 & o &7 oY arespfas 3R faeir v @ fieer g
T WIHAER §o1 Hhd o

Anna Simons, Professor of Defence Analysis, wrote in U.S. Army War College
magazine (Winter 2013-14) that a partnership succeeds only if based on mutual
indispensability.

37T WIIH=H, T&TT Faeawor it vihay, & .o, 3t ar wicker afye (efiaerer 2013-14)
¥ forar i argigRY a3t awe gd § o9 ag 3mad srfaariar o smenfa &)

A dependency is not a true partnership, raising the question: Are India and the U.S.
indispensable to each other?

forieaT st arsiarY A1 Yelt, T Ig weeT 35T §: T 7R 3R IRFT g &
foe rfaart &7
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Testing the Indispensability Factor

faardar #R& i S

The indispensability factor can be tested by three key questions:
HfAarar FRF F it THE TeaAT G@RT ST ST AT 8-
o Are both nations equals, interchangeable, and seamlessly compatible?
T Q1T S WHIA, TH-GAY F Y1 3N Weo T F T 372
o Cantasks be divided for joint programs?
AT WYFT FIEFAT & fow wrat &1 s R s wwar 82
o Can their expertise complement each other’s gaps?
AT 3oTeh! FAATHAAT TF-GE Y 4TI Y FHT F G HT TFell 572

A realistic analysis of defence R&D and manufacturing shows asymmetry in
capabilities, making India dependent on the U.S..

& gt 3R fafastor w7 ayrefard) freervor arwrarat 7 srwaATeTar @ gar €, fSEd
R 3ARFT W} A g ST g
The same question applies to India’s relations with Russia, Israel, and France.

TET TR AR & T, FAS I B & {1 Faredh q¥ oY ofre) g 2

India must evaluate if it has a political indispensability quotient in strategic
partnerships or risks being discarded like Pakistan once its geo-political value
diminishes.

TR ! TG 3Tehelel =TT ATTRT foh AT 3T 0T o HTRIEIRAT H Tstafas rfaadar g
7 T 38 Wifthearer 1 avE 13 R STwen, S 3He o Usreifas 3uafEar gare 8
STt |

The recent deterioration of the U.S.-Europe trans-Atlantic alliance raises questions
about the reliability of U.S. partnerships.

el &Y H ARNFT- I gw-3redifes Teau 7 frae o 3R astaiar #
Rregualaar . dara @s W U §|

Looking Ahead
3T AT AE

The core guestion remains: Is India on the right path by relying on the U.S. for
strategic armament needs?

HT T2 =1 T@ & AT R WARS FFAART Y raegawar & foe sraRe w1 R @
e fam A 32

The answer depends on Washington—whether the U.S. wants a true partnership by
making India politically indispensable.
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3o aIfeTe 9T foreiR FTar §—a1 3R IR 1 Teieifas ¥ & JfAart aama v
Hed! WSIERY I8 872

e India must ensure that its defence policies are insulated from sudden shifts in U.S.
geopolitical priorities.

HR T Tg FIATR AT TRV o 3wehy T&TT siifarar sy sp-wrereifores yrafaansit &
3ATeTh Jeeltd @ gerfad = gf|

e As India continues importing aircraft and military equipment, it must stay vigilant to
avoid strategic dependency that compromises autonomy.

SRA-3 R AT 3R AT ITao &1 AT ST T@AT &, 39 T @ a9l difeh
rAifas Asar Taaaar & aifta F :X
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Should the free movement regime between India and Myanmar remain?

|GS Paper lil: Internal Security |

[ PARLEY l

n February 2024, Union Home Minister
Amit Shah announced that the Free
Movement Regime (FMR) along the
Myanmar border would be scrapped but
there has neither been any notification by the
Ministry of External Affairs in this regard nor
any bilateral agreement with Myanmar so far.
Former Manipur Chief Minister N. Biren Singh's
insistence is said to have led to the decision
1 ing ¢ ints that d
movement of people from across the border was
fuelling the ethnic conflict in his State. Mizoram
and Nagaland opposed this decision, which has
not yet been implemented on the ground. The
FMR came into existence in 1968 as people on
either side of the border have familial and ethnic
ties. The territorial limit of free movement then
was 40 km, which was reduced to 16 km in
2004, and additional regulations were enforced
in 2016. Should the FMR between India and
Myanmar remain? Henry Zodinliana Pachuau
and Likhase Sangtam discuss the pros and cons
in a conversation moderated by Rahul
Karmakar. Edited excerpts:

How has the FMR impacted the lives of
communities along the 1,653-km-long
India-Myanmar border?

Henry Zodinliana Pachuau: There were
transactions and there was movement of people
even before the FMR was put in place and before
rules and policies were implemented. [
remember as children we would have access to
items from across the border. It is natural for
Mizoram, which has international borders. The
communities along the border have developed
because of this ongoing trade. The FMR did not
make much of a difference because there has
been no check on people moving beyond the 16
km specified.

Likhase Sangtam: | come from one of the
districts bordering Myanmar. The FMR is quite
unknown to the communities living on the
border. It has become an issue only because of
the problem in Manipur. This border was drawn
without the consent of the people, and they
were quite ignorant about it. But the people in
the region did not get affected by the FMR at all
because the two countries did not impose any
restrictions on their movement.

How justified is the Centre’s security
concern? The Centre believes that scrapping

the FMR will help stop migration and
cross-border crimes.

HZP: After the Border Area Development

Indian Army personnel keep vigil along the India-Myanmar intemational
border. RITU RAJ KONWAR

Programme (BADP, 1980s), the presence of the
armed forces increased, but a lot of contraband
goods continue to be smuggled into India.
Mizoram, as reported in your newspaper, has
been a route for drugs, areca nuts, and gold - all
of which is brought in illegally. So I don’t think
scrapping the FMR will make any difference to
cross-border crimes.

LS: That the government wants to scrap the
FMR or fence the India-Myanmar border is
understandable from a security perspective. The
government is worried and is keen to do
something sooner rather than later. If the
government ignores the problems along the
border, that could become an even bigger
problem for it.

However, since the people were not taken into
account when the FMR was put in place,
building a fence could lead to protests. If not
handled properly, this could become a bigger
problem for the country. The Government of
India has to consider many factors — the
instability in Myanmar, the presence of armed
groups, the drugs that are coming in from the
Golden Triangle further away (a region where
the jungle borders of Thailand, Laos, and
Myanmar meet and which is one of the world's
main illicit drug production and trafficking
areas), and the Chinese influence in Myanmar.
Then it must take the people into confidence
and take a decision.

How practical is the Centre’s plan to fence

India’s Act East policy is a good strategy but
people are aware of the militarisation that
came in with the Border Area Development
Programme. Restrictions should ease, but
there should be proper monitoring of the
border so that there is adherence to rules.
India should legalise the trade of most goods
as people are trading them anyway .

HENRY ZODINLIANA PACHUAU

the border?

HZP: Our Chief Minister (Lalduhoma) said he
did not like the idea of building fences but we
understand borders are sensitive in terms of
national security. There is a paradox: a border is
a place where people and cultures meet yet it
defines territories, boundaries, and sovereignty.

The Centre has a rationale behind the
decision and the former Manipur Chief
Minister’s complaints (that “infiltrators” from
Myanmar played a role in the ethnic violence in
Manipur) played a part. As in Manipur, many
people who have been displaced by Myanmar’s
civil war are in Mizoram too, and the
community is taking care of them on
humanitarian grounds. The situation is affecting
the business of the local communities which are
dependent on each other and has led to a lot of
social problems.

I don’t know what the government intends to
do, but fencing has not worked even in
advanced countries such as the United States.
‘This may be a copy of the Donald Trump
administration’s strategy, but it is very
impractical when you consider the terrain and
the length of the border, which is almost 1,700
km. It is better to have customs and other
departments positioned along the border, which
will engage in regular dialogue with their
counterparts on the other side. Putting up a
fence has never worked and never will work.

LS: Erecting a fence along the entire stretch is
going to be daunting task, and it's going to be a
big challenge for the government to implement
it, especially if the people are not taken into
account. There will be a lot of resistance as there
are many ities every 5-6 km. i
them will not be easy.

Will a barrier stoke the old demand for a
unified homeland as many communities are
divided by a border that they did not opt for?

HZP: Definitely, as people think the boundary

has been imposed upon them. The Chins across
the border have close ties with us, the Mizos.
This is same for communities in Manipur,
Nagaland, and Arunachal Pradesh. We share the
same ancestors. There are also fears that
ancestral lands could be taken away because of
the Forest (Conservation) Amendment Act,
2023, which says the government can use forest
area within 100 km of the international
boundary for strategic projects of national
importance. I think fencing is a coercive
decision.

LS: If the Government of India is not tactful on
this issue, there is a high possibility that the
people’s demand for a common homeland will
be reignited. In Nagaland in particular, the
border is along the eastern region, where there
is a demand for the creation of Frontier
Nagaland. The people in this region are quite
neglected, and the unemployment rate is high. A
good number of educated youth from this region
have not been absorbed into the system. So,
when such decisions are taken without the
consent of the people, this may work against the
country or the government.

So, do you think the FMR should stay? If not,
what can be a win-win alternative?

HZP: The FMR is a good way of trying to
monitor what is taking place but the ground
reality is different and I am not sure fencing will
help. The border areas need to be monitored
properly to serve India’s economic purposes
better. We need to check the smuggling of drugs
such as heroin; gold; and other items and ensure
that certain commodities traded for the benefit
of a few families are not dumped on everyone.
India’s Act East policy is a good strategy but
people are aware of the militarisation that came
in with the BADP. Restrictions should ease, but
there should be proper monitoring so that there
is adherence to rules. India should legalise the
trade of most goods as people are trading them
anyway. That way, the government can earn
some money with duties. Taking care of security
issues is more about giving the local
communities a sense of ownership and
responsibility.

LS: The FMR cannot continue like this. The
situation is unpredictable in Myanmar. If we
don’t come up with a certain mechanism to
check the flow of people from Myanmar to
India, it is not going to be good for the country.
But at the same time, since we have not taken
the people into consideration, putting a fence is
not going to work. So, we really need to educate
the people in India about the problems in the
region, take the people into confidence, and
arrive gradually at a decision.

Should the Free Movement Regime Between India and

Myanmar Remain?

T IR 3R FAAR & o FFcd HTATSITET SqaTYT it Tgad1 Fifge?

In February 2024, Union Home Minister Amit Shah announced that the
Free Movement Regime (FMR) along the Myanmar border would be
scrapped.

At 2024 #, FET 78 FA AT arE F wiwom Ay fF FEAR @A | gEa
JTATSITEY SIaEdT (FMR) &Y HATCT $T T SITeam|

e However, no official notification has been issued by the Ministry of External Affairs,
nor has there been any bilateral agreement with Myanmar.
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gToTh, fader #TerT ZaRT F1§ ITRFRE JRE T Ad Hr g ¢, 3R T d 7R F
Ty A gfavai wasilar gam ¥

Former Manipur Chief Minister N. Biren Singh reportedly pushed for this decision,
citing unregulated cross-border movement fueling ethnic conflict in his State.

q& AfOqR & e ve. IR R o Fia dv 3w e & foe SR e, a8 o &a
m%ﬁm%w#ﬁmmm@aﬁwﬁﬁw&ﬁma@%ﬁl

M|zoram and Nagaland opposed the decision, and it has not yet been implemented
on the ground.

s 3ilv smmels o sw faoTar &1 R fran, 31 3@ ansht @& sefielt Fav W A ad
T T B

The FMR was introduced in 1968 as people on both sides share familial and ethnic
ties.

FMR &Y 1968 # we, i aram &, &rifer gt it & aert & ofter mitaiRes sk el waer
gl

Initially, the territorial limit was 40 km, which was reduced to 16 km in 2004, with
additional regulations enforced in 2016.

g F, HAT 40 fRa oY, 5 2004 F gerT 16 fFHT FT fe=m =, 31w 2016 7 srfaRaa
s e frw e

Impact of FMR on Border Communities

€T FHETET 9 FMR HT 9819

Henry Zodinliana Pachuau states that cross-border movement existed even before
FMR was implemented.

el NFEATAATAT T3 & 36TAR, FMR A g1t & gget ol AT 9 3mameraar Aisig |

Border communities in Mizoram have developed due to ongoing trade, making the
FMR’s impact minimal.

forsier @ HiAT FHErEt $1 AT SRR SR & FROT §37 §, FEd FMR $T 9311
AT @I

Likhase Sangtam, from a district bordering Myanmar, notes that many people are
unaware of the FMR and continued cross-border movement without restrictions.

e FioTad, N FIAR AT A T T T8, Taad ¢ F FS AT F FMR Fav &
SR & 781 §, 3R 3l e el afderer & W aR marerd sl @l

Security Concerns and the Centre’s Justification

e RiaTG 3 g 1

The Border Area Development Programme (BADP, 1980s) increased the presence of
armed forces, but contraband smuggling continues.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page66



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488 o
AT &7 T FR-AFA (BADP, 1980 ¥ &2r) & Tec Y&t Fai 1 sufeyfar ad), dfeher
e qERN A W@

e Mizoram has been a key route for illegal drugs, areca nuts, and gold smuggling.
fAsiRer arder o, gurdt 3 W Ay aw=H F I A @I

e Scrapping the FMR may not effectively curb cross-border crimes, as smuggling is
deeply entrenched.

FMR &Y AT F3& & AT IR 3r9wra’ 97 7o) &7 & OF J81 o1 GFd), F11h aemdl
TES VI Ee &

+ Likhase Sangtam acknowledges the government’s security concerns, but warns
that building a border fence could lead to protests.

foramd hTas aIHR A grar Rarsit # THer FIa ¥, Afthat Aaras & ¢ i @ w
TS 9T @ TR yeeier &) e &

e The government must consider various factors, including instability in Myanmar,
armed groups, the Golden Triangle drug trade, and Chinese influence in Myanmar.

TR T FATAR $T 3EUTAT, T gt $1 39feUfa, Mese grarer 1 397 awhd, 3
AR # Al 7311 S8 [AffeT FRePT W TR 1 g1emm|

e Public confidence is essential before making any decision regarding FMR or border
fencing.

FMR 371 HHAT 918 91et IR F1$ oft Aoy at & gger Saar 1 farary siiaer 3maed+ g

How Practical is the Centre’s Plan to Fence the Border?

&g 1 AT 9T 913 T Y QST el AR 87

e Mizoram Chief Minister Lalduhoma opposes border fencing but acknowledges
national security concerns.

TSR & FEga=N AragelaAT HIAT I 13 e & fauR & e &, dfeer wedrr gram
Rt # TeR Fa §

o Borders are paradoxical: they unite people and cultures but also define territories
and sovereignty.

HiATE Ues faRremera §: 3 oot ikt wepfaat a1 s §, AfeeT ar & &t 3k wwear |
s Ft &

e The Centre’s decision was influenced by former Manipur Chief Minister’s claims
that infiltrators from Myanmar fueled ethnic violence in Manipur.

sher & forotr it AR & qd eI A 57 gelter & wenfaa wwa Jvar § 7o =R &
gaifEat & AR 7 seir T i agrr|

e Many displaced people from Myanmar’s civil war have sought refuge in Mizoram,
creating economic and social challenges.

AR F Megey ¥ Rrnfa w3 dhr fsier & ror o 9% 8, oraw anfdw sk amnfos
Ttfeat 3cue g5 &
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Fencing has not worked even in developed nations like the U.S., making it
impractical for India’s rugged 1,700 km border.

18 AT fa fa et S 3Rt & oft wardt 7¢T 18T, TS0 I8 IR &Y 1,700 fraf o<t
geter e & faw srearae e qwar g

Customs and border departments should be strengthened to enable regular
dialogue with Myanmar authorities instead of fencing.

" e 31 Ha Rrsmant Y Frsrgg fran st aifye, @ifes FaeR F iRt & aw
fAafaa darg & 9%, 99 918 9 F

Building a fence along the entire stretch is a major challenge and will face
resistance from local communities.

O AT I 913 AT U 31 Al @l 3R T weerEt @ s A 1 amer S
q3am|

Will a Barrier Fuel the Demand for a Unified Homeland?

FIT 913 97T | ThIhed ATRA Y AT 6T & 339112

Many believe the border was imposed upon them without their consent.
FS AT ATAT & 1o HIHAT 3T U 3P AT & T Ay s oft

The Chins in Myanmar have close ties with the Mizos, similar to other ethnic
groups in Manipur, Nagaland, and Arunachal Pradesh.

FAR ¥ R wogerr #1 A Wogerr & arg |aer 8, Sk o Ao, anmels 3k sreommerer
Y& & Ao AT Wl & |1y Y g1
The Forest (Conservation) Amendment Act, 2023, allows the government to use

forest land within 100 km of the international border for strategic projects, raising
concerns about ancestral land loss.

gl (T&ToT) WA FRAATH, 2023, TIHER FF HAWSET AT F 100 foradt & sitaw aor
HIA 1 39T Wrehfas asest & v w3 i segafa &ar ¢, S aRais sfa &

THHTT Y HTAHT 96 75 B
Mishandling the border issue could reignite demands for a common homeland
among ethnic communities.

AT A& F T YU & ST FHETA H Tehrred AR Y AT T & Y& 8 el B
In Nagaland, the eastern region already demands the creation of ‘Frontier
Nagaland’ due to economic neglect and high unemployment.

AnITels & qdf 817 7 uger & 1 '$RAT ATl & fAwTor i AR 7, FifF 77 8 e v
& Fafdra 3t SRS ¥ a1 B

Should the FMR Stay? What is a Win-Win Alternative?
FIT FMR STRY Ig=AT ATRT? AHATETT FIT g1 Ahell 7
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e Henry Zodinliana Pachuau believes the FMR helps monitor border activity but
needs better ground implementation rather than fencing.

& ST agas @ AT § 7 FVMR e afafafer f PeReEh # Aeg e g,
AT S 1S I & Tl g’ STHAT FRITTaIT T HTTTRAT ¢ |

e Strict border monitoring is required to curb smuggling of drugs, gold, and
contraband goods.

379, Aot I 37 TEIIT A TR F At F forw F3 Ao frarredt sraea 2

« India’s Act East Policy is a good approach, but it should ensure less militarization
and more economic engagement.

R FT ‘TFe $TC qifad T 3redh WA §, dfoheT sue 3rfare A-=fietor & sew
3T wgAer W SR & TR

e Legalizing trade of commonly smuggled goods can generate government revenue
and benefit border communities.

AT T F TER [HT ST ITek ATATAT ST AR 38 A § AIHR F) IS8 9ICd @191
3R e TR F Ay e

e Likhase Sangtam suggests that FMR cannot continue as it is, but India must develop
a structured mechanism for monitoring migration.

@ Wierast &1 Al & 76 FMR RIS[ET &9 & ST gt 3§ b, olfehal $7RcT ol aTdT
# IR & e v wafsa a7 AR wwen afigv)

o Educating Indian citizens about border issues and engaging local communities in
policymaking can prevent conflicts.

AR ATTREHT Y WA et F an & fAfdra wvem 3k vurr gaert #r Aifa fwior &
MRS FIAT THITT I ek Tehell ¢ |
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Taxpayers defaulting on TDS on
rent above 350,000 get I-T notice

IGS Paper lll: Taxation

Sanjay Vijayakumar
CHENNAI

The Income Tax (I-T) De-
partment is learnt to have
issued notices to taxpayers
paying a rent of ¥50,000 or
more per month without
deducting tax deducted at
source (TDS) while remit-
ting the amount to their
landlords.

Many taxpayers had re-
ceived a notice from the I-T
Department pertaining to
assessment years 2023-
2024 and 2024-25 stating
that they had claimed
house rent allowance
(HRA) for specific years
without deducting TDS,
said Abhishek Murali, pre-
sident, All India Tax
Payers’ Association.

“The notice also states
that if you want to file an

T

The notice pertains to AY 23-24
and AY 23-25. GETTY IMAGES

updated return, this is the
right time,” he added.

“If you are paying a rent
0f 350,000 or more, the In-
come Tax Act mandates
that as a tenant you need to
deduct TDS of 2% [earlier
5%] on the rent you are
paying to the landlord. So,
the onus to deduct the TDS
is on the tenant. The te-

nant has to deduct the TDS
and remit it to the I-T De-
partment and pay the ba-
lance to the landlord,” Mr.
Abhishek said.

“If the tenant has failed
to do so, the person is con-
sidered as an assessee in
default. Then you are sub-
ject to levy of certain inter-
est, fines and penalties
which may vary from 1-
1.5% per month depending
on individual cases and
time of the default,” Mr.
Abhishek said.

“However, if the lan-
dlord had filed I-T returns
showing the rental income
and paid the taxes duly cal-
culated on the same and if
you are able to furnish the
information to the assess-
ing officer, you will not be
considered as an assessee
in default,” he said.

Taxpayers defaulting on TDS on rent above ¥50,000 get I-T

notice

50,000 A 318 TR 9X AFoH g FIca arel FIETATIHT &Y

TR Afed

« TheIncome Tax (I-T) Department is learnt to have issued notices
to taxpayers paying a rent of ¥50,000 or more per month without
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deducting tax deducted at source (TDS) while remitting the
amount to their landlords.
ATIHT (I-T) FAHTIT 5 37 FRETAT3T T Afew SR TFAT, ST 3197 HhIeT ATfelent ST 50,000

7 39 IOF AfAF FFET 20 T9T @d W FT weld (TDS) 718 FT @ &

e Many taxpayers had received a notice from the I-T Department pertaining to
assessment years 2023-2024 and 2024-25, stating that they had claimed house rent
allowance (HRA) for specific years without deducting TDS, said Abhishek Murali,
president, All India Tax Payers’ Association.

S PICIAT3T DY YT fsmr @ ANRew e, S 3mverst a¥ 2023-2024 31X 2024-25 &
TR 7| AfEH & gl 1T 7oh 3egial F& a8l & fAT FHHTeT FHIAT 811 (HRA) 7 gTar
T o, Qfehet TDS 18t T 4T, T STy 3rfardes e, srewer, sifer ST Sraaas
TaIfATere 7 &

* “The notice also states that if you want to file an updated return, this is the right
time,” he added.

AT F g7 o e ¥ 7 I 379 379 379RE Rt gRT ST § g v
AT §," 3o6iel gl

o “If you are paying a rent of ¥50,000 or more, the Income Tax Act mandates that as a

tenant you need to deduct TDS of 2% [earlier 5%] on the rent you are paying to the
landlord.

"gfE T 50,000 AT 3HX o R & @ &, o s arfafarasr & reqam 3oy

HAFT ATfeF F T ST arel fHIAT 9T 2% TDS (Tger 5%) HIeAT HTaTH gl

e So, the onus to deduct the TDS is on the tenant. The tenant has to deduct the TDS
and remit it to the I-T Department and pay the balance to the landlord,” Mr.
Abhishek said.

sqfaT, TDS st I FFATH fFreer # g #1 fFFATER FY TDS Few I+ T
FY STHT FIT giar § T AT TR FH1er AT 1 &=h et 8, 31 a7%ai oF a7l

o “If the tenant has failed to do so, the person is considered as an assessee in
default.

"7 fHRUER T Y A e ar 8, Y 38 ' Bwieet Figar AT Sar gl

e Then you are subject to levy of certain interest, fines, and penalties which may
vary from 1-1.5% per month depending on individual cases and time of the
default,” Mr. Abhishek said.
FUF 91G, IR AT, FATA I &3 T HITATT FIAT I3 Fhell 8, ST AL 3 Bviee Ay

Iraftr & IR IR 9 ATE 1-1.5% T 81 Fhal 8," HTAIF I 7 FaTl

o ‘“However, if the landlord had filed I-T returns showing the rental income and paid
the taxes duly calculated on the same, and if you are able to furnish the
information to the assessing officer, you will not be considered as an assessee in
default,” he said.

"m,ﬁmmﬁmﬁmﬁmﬁgmﬁﬁmﬂﬁm%aﬁ?
3WHT FT FE al @ IHET ¢, 3R I 3m7 77 ey AT srfewr F gvga w1
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‘China imports used to make export goods’

[GS Paper lll: External Sector |

Amiti Sen
NEW DELHI

India’s imports from China
continue to rise as most of
the goods sourced from
the country go into making
finished products that are
also exported, the govern-
ment said.

“Most of the goods im-
ported from China are raw
materials, intermediate
goods and capital goods,
like active pharmaceutical
ingredients (API), auto
components, electronic
parts and assemblies, mo-

Jitin Prasada

bile phone parts, machin-
ery and its parts, etc.
which are used for making
finished products which
are also exported out of In-
dia,” Minister of State for

Commerce & Industry Jitin
Prasada replied in the Lok
Sabha on Wednesday.

These goods are import-
ed to meet the demand of
fast expanding sectors
such as electronics, phar-
ma, telecom and power, in
India.

Top import source

“India’s dependence on
imports in these categories
is largely due to the gap in
domestic supply and de-
mand,” he said. In fiscal
year 2024, India’s imports
from China reached

$101.74 billion, making Chi-
na India’s top import
source and largest trading
partner with bilateral trade
totalling $118.4 billion.

India’s trade deficit dur-
ing the fiscal widened to
$85 billion.

Replying to a question
on the measures that India
has taken to reduce India’s
trade deficit with China,
Mr. Prasada highlighted
some key initiatives includ-
ing the production-linked
incentive (PLI) schemes in
14 critical sectors such as
solar PV modules, elec-

‘China imports used to make export goods’

T aEqU Feret & forw <ty § 3

. India’s imports from China continue to rise as most of the goods
sourced from the country go into making finished products that
are also exported, the government said.

TR T T W MATT AINAR 96 BT &, F1fh TgT ¥ ATT T 37fahrer
3 IR ATH 9o & 39T [T ard & Y 91 # T off o s
& TR ¥ FEl

e ‘“Most of the goods imported from China are raw materials, intermediate goods,
and capital goods like active pharmaceutical ingredients (API), auto components,
electronic parts and assemblies, mobile phone parts, machinery and its parts, etc.

"ofieT & AT TR TEU Fed AT, AT TEGU 3R G awqe greh &, Sh
afra wrATEgRF ATt (API), 3ife e, saFciae rew 3R 3T, Masd
uréw, ALfiet 3T 3uSF 3uHor 3nfe

e These are used for making finished products which are also exported out of
India,” Minister of State for Commerce & Industry Jitin Prasada replied in the Lok
Sabha on Wednesday.

tronics, pharmaceuticals,
active pharmaceuticals in-
gredients, white goods and
telecom and networking
products where there is
huge import dependence.

‘The government has al-
so introduced stricter qual-
ity standards and mea-
sures for quality controls,
testing protocols and man-
datory certification to
check substandard and
poor-quality products in
the market and protect
consumers’ interest.”

(The writer is with The
Hindu businessline)
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"SAHT YL AR 391G T4 F AT fhar Frar ¢, St R @ A s frr o & o
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These goods are imported to meet the demand of fast-expanding sectors such as
electronics, pharma, telecom, and power in India.

ST TEIHT T AT AR # AN F Toa a1 N g, B, Tehwia A qraw A
HIIT T QU F F e B smar g

Top import source

oY g @i

“India’s dependence on imports in these categories is largely due to the gap in
domestic supply and demand,” he said.

"geT ATOTAY 7 ST Y 3T R Fvaiar FEw w7 § wie 3myfet 3R AWT F R F FROT
§" 3egiel el
In fiscal year 2024, India’s imports from China reached $101.74 billion, making

China India’s top import source and largest trading partner, with bilateral trade
totaling $118.4 billion.

faeirr a¥ 2024 &, 1R &1 e § AT $101.74 IR ok Tg 141, FTHH et 7R F1
ot 3T BT 3R T 371 SR amefieR o+ a1, 3R gfvefir AR Fer $118.4 3R
I 9T I

India’s trade deficit during the fiscal widened to $85 billion.

iRy a¥ & ST T SUTIR ©1eT T $85 3« &' arT|

Measures to reduce trade deficit with China
el & HTY SATYR °TeT hA Hlat & YT

Replying to a question on the measures that India has taken to reduce India’s
trade deficit with China, Mr. Prasada highlighted some key initiatives including the
production-linked incentive (PLI) schemes.

et & | SATIR °1ET FH FI & [T HRA G@RT 3BT T FEAT & aR A T T & I/
#, ot guTE A 3cuTe-fFs Wiewtge (PLI) ST AR F& T Tgall T TH1T ST
PLI schemes are implemented in 14 critical sectors such as solar PV modules,
electronics, pharmaceuticals, active pharmaceutical ingredients (API), white

goods, and telecom & networking products, where there is huge import
dependence.

PLI YSIA131T #Y 14 Ageaqur a1 7 o) fFFam aran @, S | didh Atsge, sawelfaes,
FHEI R e, AfFT S RF aemft (API), sg15e 139 3R Eaeia 31k Aeafder
3¢UTG, STET AT W AT fAiar 8
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e "The government has also introduced stricter quality standards, measures for
guality controls, testing protocols, and mandatory certification to check

substandard and poor-quality products in the market and protect consumers’
interests.”

"FHR A AR A afear AR AT oraar are 3carel Ft Aser AR sTeFant F fat fr
8T &% & foT wed aporadt A, Joradr fag=or 3ury, aderor Nl 3 srfaard
yaAToTe 8 @y e §

Pathshala
www.patrioticias.in

Green iron is a prize worth billions, winning is the trick

S Paper lll: Environment

Clyde Russell
PERTH

Decarbonising the steel in-
dustry is one of the mas-
sive challenges in meeting
climate goals, but could
end up being extremely
profitable for companies
and governments pre-
pared to take the risks.
The steel value chain ac-
counts for 7% to 9% of glo-
bal carbon emissions, the
largest single industrial
contributor and thus a
prime target for the net-ze-
ro by 2050 goals of many
countries and companies.
The problem is that
about 80% of steel emis-
sions come from a single
step in the process, namely
turning iron ore into pig,
or crude, iron by removing
oxygen and other impuri-
ties, a process that now in-

volves using a lot of coal.

The good news is there
are available technologies
to take coal largely out of
the mix, and while the
eventual finished steel will
not be emissions-free, it is
possible to get the carbon
intensity down to around
300 kg (661 Ib) per ton of
steel, about one-seventh of
the current 2.2 tons of
emissions.

The bad news is that
adopting these technolo-

t o le

al
res not only huge cap-
nvestments, but mas-
sive amounts of cheap
green energy and coordi-
nated government regula-
tions and incentives across
all countries, from re-
source producers like Aus-
tralia to steel makers like
China and Japan.
Australia’s iron ore ex-

ports are worth about $85
billion a year and metallur.
gical coal a further $34 bil-
lion, but the potential in-
crease in  value by
switching to producing

Need buyers: Investors will need a high degree of certainty that there are buyers for green iron. ArP

green iron for export was
put as high as $252 billion a
year. That assumes con-
verting most of the current
iron ore volumes to green
iron through a process of

using hydrogen made from
renewable energies such as
solar and wind.

A more realistic view of
converting 40% of iron ore
output to green iron by

2050 still yields an impres-
sive value of around $110
billion per year, to which
would be added the value
of the other 60% of iron
ore still being shipped.

But building th uur;;v

ture to achieve llm mll re.

quire massive amounts of
capital, running into hun-
dreds of billions of dollars.
But before such huge
amounts of capital are de-
ployed, investors will need
a high degree of certainty.

Commitments needed
Steel mills in existing hea
vyweights like China, Ja
pan and South Korea will
need to commit to actually
buying green iron.

This means they will
have to commit capital to
switching steel production
from the coal-intensive

basic oxygen furnace-blast
furnace method to using
electric arc  furnaces,
which can process green
iron into steel without us-
ing coal for smelting.

Steel makers will also
have to agree to invest in
Australian  green iron
plants and share the up-
front capital costs.

Miners are good at dig-
ging and shipping iron ore,
so they will have to learn
how to process the raw ore
into pig iron using green
which effective-
ly means finding partners
with expertise in building
firmed renewable power
plants and hydrogen pro-
duction plants.

The problem is aligning
all the various parties to-
gether in order to kick start
what is effectively a new in-
dustry, albeit one using an

existing raw material.

There is also probably a
major role to be played by
governments in Australia
and across Asia. Low-emis-
sions steel is going to be
more expensive 1o pro
duce than the current
high-emissions product.

Experience  suggests
consumers are unlikely to
voluntarily pay more for a
low-emissions  product,
meaning that the steel sec-
0 either be pun-
ished by carbon taxes or
incentivised by subsidies in
order to switch.

Right now the green
iron dream is like a small
snowball at the top of a
mountain. To start rolling
downhill and gaining size
and speed it needs some
initial momentum.

(The author is a colum-
nist for Reuters)

Green iron is a prize worth billions, winning is the trick

g witeT Ial Y Fora @ §, W Sfiae A Foft Ageaet ¥

Decarbonising the steel industry is one of the massive challenges in
meeting climate goals, but it could end up being extremely profitable
for companies and governments prepared to take the risks.

FEUT 3T FT AFTEATFAAT Ty T8I Y T Fe Y 0 931 Fateh 3,

AfreT I8 /A 35 F IR FafAAT 3 WERT F AT 3rca®s aneEs
arfad g gt g1

e The steel value chain accounts for 7% to 9% of global carbon emissions, making it
the largest single industrial contributor and a prime target for net-zero by 2050
goals.

ST Hed 4@l ARTH FTeT Scqoiel T 7% & 9% ANTE FIh &, fHEH I8 Fa@ 731

@A Freer cqeF 3 2050 TF AS-SHRY T&ET FT IHE T8 &7 STl & |

e 80% of steel emissions come from a single step—turning iron ore into pig iron by
removing oxygen and other impurities, a process that heavily relies on coal.
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A cleaner path to steel production
ST 3cUTe & fAT Faeo ARY

The good news is that there are available technologies to reduce coal usage,
bringing carbon intensity down to 300 kg per ton of steel, compared to the current
2.2 tons of emissions per ton.

3=l @aX IE § F I A TUd F FH FI F AT 3T dhais g, o098 sTa F
9 & F1aeT gl FT 300 FFAITH dF F=T ST GHdT &, STaieh aaHATT H i & 2.2 &
IcHS BT 2

The bad news is that adopting these technologies at scale requires huge capital
investments, cheap green energy, and coordinated government regulations across
all nations.

T T 75 ¢ F 37 Al 1 a3 YA 9 rqermer & forw ol gt forder, wecht e et
3 @it et F wHfEaa AT RfaT®T S sraegsdr gl

The economic potential of green iron

gRa ae & e gomae

Australia’s iron ore exports are worth about $85 billion per year, while
metallurgical coal exports add another $34 billion.

siteeforar &1 dtg 3rre fAata wemsrer $85 e iy a¥ &1 8, STafsh argest Fgen gt
sfaRaa $34 3T Fzar s

If iron ore exports were converted into green iron, its value could increase up to
$252 billion annually by using hydrogen from renewable energy sources like solar
and wind.

I dile 3raes forata #1 gl o F aRafda frar sire, o sesh Aeagefar $252 sRa g
Y I &) Fhdl §, ST ARV ST Fal I TR 31 gaa FaT1 F 3carfed grssisa &1
39T fRaT ST |

A more realistic scenario of converting 40% of iron ore to green iron by 2050 would
still generate around $110 billion per year, alongside traditional iron ore exports.

T Ff® Fyrdardt aReed, Sg# 2050 d& 40% g 3raEw 1 gRa ag & agar she, a9
Y T FITHIT $110 IR UfT T IcUeeT HIMM, TTY & IRIR dilg 3raed AgTa Sy w@am|

However, building the required energy and processing infrastructure will need
investments worth hundreds of billions of dollars.
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Commitments needed from stakeholders

feaure! $r ufdaqrrar sraas

Steel mills in China, Japan, and South Korea must commit to purchasing green
iron, ensuring long-term demand.

T, STaTe 3T Ef@or FIRET # sEara Bt # gia @er @dies F afadegyar A= g,
o drdemfas wver giafeaa &t v%)

Switching from coal-based blast furnaces to electric arc furnaces will require
substantial capital investments.

FIIAT-ATUTRA SATEE FolH F FATFCH HF Beld H TAAART e & folT Y gait fader

T TILTRAT g1 |
Steel makers will need to invest in Australian green iron plants and share the
upfront capital costs.

FEaTd fAATaT3t FY Areeforars gRa ot & Tl & fAder F3a g 3R aRfAeE geht s
ST FHIAT gl |

Miners must adapt to green iron production, requiring partnerships with renewable
energy and hydrogen production experts.

gfers! FY gRA e F 3G F ATkl Fo1el g1e, [SHh [T Ao Fa1t 3R gz
3cutee faRw=l & ATy Wiy Y= gt |

The role of governments

TIEHRT F AT

Government support is crucial as low-emission steel will be more expensive than
traditional high-emission steel.

Y orert 7 T8 FAgam gem|
Consumers are unlikely to voluntarily pay extra for green steel, meaning carbon
taxes or subsidies may be needed to drive adoption.

3TSIFAT FaoeT & AT AT THI T HATGAT T81 TW, SHIAT FHTalel FT AT Afowst I
3MTaRTHAT &1 Hehel &

The road ahead
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e Right now, the green iron industry is like a small snowball at the top of a
mountain—to gain momentum, it requires initial investments and policy support.

TdATe #, gRa A FT 3AT TE1E Y N W v R Az A ave 3 afa oo
A & T IRAF Aaer v Afaera gade i smaegswar g

Early alert

GS Paper lll: S&T

Al innovation: An engineer during a presentation on ‘Silvaguard’, the first autonomous, Al-based drone system for early forest fire detection
in Eberswalde, eastern Germany, on Thursday. AFP
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TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper 1V and Essay)

1. The dangers in ‘Adolescence’ and the cinema of
radicalisation

‘Adolescence’ & @Wa 3 Heetar w1 A=A

Astill from ‘Adolescence’ NETFLIX
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The dangers in ‘Adolescence’ and the
cinema of radicalisation

Netflix’s Adolescence’ is crafted as both a psychological thriller and a cautionary tale, tracing the way online extremism seeps into impressionable
minds. It explores the mechanics of radicalisation and the unnerving ease with which a child can become part of a digital war against women

Ayaan Paul Chowdhury

here is an old truism that the

maost dangerous thing in the

world is a bored young man. In

the 2lst century, we have
discovered that the second most
dangerous thing is a bored young man
with an Internet connection. And so it
begins with a boy, a laptop, and the
algorithm. In Netflix’s smash hit limited
series Adolescence, a lonely teenager
seems to find solace on the Internet, only
to be lured towards vitriolic rhetoric,
conspiracy-laden “truths,” and a digital
brotherhood that preys on his
insecurities. In its brilliant third episode,
he spirals deeper into this ‘manosphere’ —
a loosely connected network of
misogynistic influencers, incel forums,
and self-proclaimed alpha males — while
we watch on with mounting dread as his
perception of reality is warped beyond
recognition.

Adolescence is crafted as both a
psychological thriller and a cautionary
tale, tracing the way online extremism
seeps into impressionable minds.
Creators Jack Thorne and Stephen
Graham explore the mechanics of
radicalisation and the unnerving ease
with which a child can become a soldier
in a digital war against women, or the
‘others’”.

The legacy of indoctrination

The themes explored in Adolescence echo
a long tradition of cinema examining the
radicalisation of the young and the
vulnerable. Shane Meadows’ This Is
England looks at how a rudderless youth,
yearning for belonging, is seduced by the
allure of camaraderie before realising too
late that he’s been recruited into
something far uglier. Justin Kurzel's
Snowtown paints an even bleaker picture
— how abuse, poverty, and unchecked
nihilism turns a boy into a monster. These
films unpack this gradual metamorphosis
for what it is: an entrapment and a

corrosion of innocence.

Gus Van Sant’s Elephant and Lynne
Ramsay’s We Need to Talk About Kevin
have burrowed into the psychology of
troubled teens, depicting the slow boil
and accumulation of resentment that
eventually erupts in indiscriminate
carnage. Yet, for some, these films have
served as a kind of grim wish-fulfilment, a
fantasy of ultimate retribution against a
world that has failed to acknowledge
them.

Perhaps the most unsettling realisation
is that this cycle of radicalisation is
self-sustaining. A film like Fran Kranz's
Mass, which grapples with the aftermath
of school shootings by focusing on the
parents of both the victim and the
perpetrator, should serve as an antidote
to the glorification of these figures.
Instead, it's drowned out by more easily
digestible, memeable content — Travis
Bickle looking into the mirror, flexing his
gun; the Joker dancing on the stairs;
Patrick Bateman adjusting his tie.

From critique to celebration

As Internet subcultures mutate,
metastasising across YouTube
recommendation algorithms and Discord
servers, a certain brand of alienated,
violently repressed masculinity has found
its icons in a peculiar set of films. The
“sigma male” idea of the antihero has
innocuously taken root, its gospel (very
un-ironically) preached through
hyper-saturated Instagram Reel edits and
Twitter threads rife with Nietzschean
self-mythologising.

‘The sociopathic narcissism of American
Psycho’s Patrick Bateman is aspirational,
Travis Bickle’s psychotic unraveling in
Taxi Driver is framed as a righteous
crusade, and the grinning nihilism of the
Joker is a blueprint for emancipation
rather than anything cautionary. The
Internet’s most jaded corners have
idiotically reverse-engineered these films,
turning critiques of masculinity into role
models, and spawned a generation of

disaffected men marinating in grievance,
convinced the world owes them
something and that the only way to claim
it is through brute force.

Cinema has become an inadvertent
tool for recruitment. David Fincher’s Fight
Club remains one of the most
misinterpreted films of all time, a satire of
toxic masculinity that has instead become
a Bible for men who mistake Tyler
Durden’s nihilistic manifesto for genuine
wisdom. Martin Scorsese’s The Wolf of
Wall Street is another entry into this club.
These films were meant to expose the
grotesqueness of unchecked ego and
ambition, yet they have been reclaimed
by the very demographic they sought to
critique.

The incubators of discontent

What makes Adolescence especially
relevant, however, is its focus on the
Internet as the primary vehicle for
indoctrination. Jamie’s transformation
isn’t driven by a singular, Svengali-like
figure or a shadowy cabal of Internet
misogynists whispering poison into his
ear. Once a boy like Jamie shows interest
in a single video about “sigma male
grindsets” or the “truth about modern
dating,” the algorithm takes the wheel,
steering him into darker, more radical
waters.

Platforms like Reddit, 4Chan, and
QAnon operate as incubators for
antipathy, where every perceived social
slight — rejection, loneliness, lack of
success — is reframed as proof of a grand
conspiracy against men. The pipeline is
seamless: a lost teen stumbles onto a
self-improvement forum, then drifts
toward “red pill” ideology, then finds
himself watching hour-long rants from
self-styled masculinity gurus who peddle
a cocktail of misogyny, nihilism, and
barely disguised fascism. Whether they
brand themselves as “sigma males,”
pickup artists, or political revolutionaries,
these figures operate with the same
cynical playbook: stoke resentment,

validate insecurity, and then offer a
solution that involves total emotional
detachment and the rejection of all
women as either obstacles or rewards.
The rhetoric is deceptively empowering —
“Take control of your life!”, “Be the top
dog!” - but the message is rotten at its
core.

This is how the Internet turns into an
accelerant. The kind of ideological
radicalisation depicted in Tony Kaye's
American History X, Daniel Ragussis’
Imperium, and Spike Lee’s
BlacKkKlansman, is no longer limited to
skinhead meetings in dingy basements.
It’s a process not unlike the pathways
explored in the Netflix documentary, The
Antisocial Network, streamlined for the
digital age, where ideological extremism
isn't confined to romanticised secret
meetings or underground pamphlets —
it’s right there, nestled between gym vlogs
and finance bros selling the illusion of
control. Social media doesn’t care if
young men are developing mass shooter
manifestos or just memorising Bateman
or Bickle monologues. It only cares that
they stay locked in, watching, and
consuming.

This is the same machinery that
elevated the Andrew Tates of the world
from Internet curiosities to household
names. Their appeal hinges on speaking
to young men who feel disenfranchised,
offering them a roadmap for reclaiming
their supposed lost power. The tragedy, as
Adolescence illustrates, is that boys like
Jamie don't realise they’re being
manipulated until it’s too late.

We are watching, in real-time, the
commodification of disaffection and the
packaging of violence into a sleek,
digestible fantasy. And the most terrifying
part of it is that the people who need to
understand the danger the most will
never see themselves in these cautionary
tales. They'll just see a man who finally
takes what he believes is his.

Adolescence is currently streaming on
Netflix

The dangers in ‘Adolescence’ and the cinema of

radicalisation

‘Adolescence’ # @aX 3 weexdr &1 A=At

. Netflix’s ‘Adolescence’ is crafted as both a psychological thriller
and a cautionary tale, tracing the way online extremism seeps
into impressionable minds.

AefFeaad & ‘Adolescence’ Tdh AAIdAAS AR 3T dda« &
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It explores the mechanics of radicalisation and the unnerving ease with which a child
can become part of a digital war against women.

g HETAT T UTHAT 3R 3T ST TTaTs BT ISR AT ¢ oh hdl U aear 3o
I T RET a7 Hahell &, WHHST A3 F Beme|

The legacy of indoctrination

yaR $f _Taa

Shane Meadows’ This Is England looks at how a rudderless youth, yearning for
belonging, is seduced by the allure of camaraderie before realising too late that he’s
been recruited into something far uglier.

AT HISTST $1 ‘This Is England’ fe@rel & 3 &3 Tk s1EehT g3 a1, Y HA9=I1aT @t TgT
grar &, amefiarra Y Mgl A B ST §, Ao aTe 7 38 TgATH 8T & b ag Ry
GaXATF WIS A AR &1 TH 2|

Justin Kurzel’s Snowtown paints an even bleaker picture — how abuse, poverty,
and unchecked nihilism turn a boy into a monster.

Sf¥ee Fofer Y ‘Snowtown’ 3iR 8ff sraTaE R Jer FXclt § — o S gedaer, &

3R FARTeImaTE U 9% Y 04T 91 GFd B

Gus Van Sant’s Elephant and Lynne Ramsay’s We Need to Talk About Kevin have
explored the psychology of troubled teens, depicting the slow build-up of
resentment leading to indiscriminate carnage.

I g1 He # ‘Elephant’ 3R foeT 1@ &Y ‘We Need to Talk About Kevin’ s
aRTEfet & aXeret iRt At Araflisar o1 fewrar 8, sier eR-oR agar arear T far
H 9gol STt g |

From critique to celebration

AT & AfgHATHAST dF

David Fincher’s Fight Club remains one of the most misinterpreted films, a satire

on toxic masculinity that has become a Bible for men who mistake Tyler Durden’s

nihilistic philosophy for wisdom.

3f3s =T Y ‘Fight Club’ X Irad TAs a1 fhedl & & v §, S fawera Aeieref aww
S &Y, Wlfehel SO 33T & AFRIcHS 2T I FHSGRN AT aTel Jou1 & T v 7y

7 TS|

Martin Scorsese’s The Wolf of Wall Street was meant to expose the grotesqueness
of unchecked ego and ambition, yet it has been reclaimed by the very demographic
it sought to critique.
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The incubators of discontent

A F FAFIACY

What makes Adolescence especially relevant, however, is its focus on the Internet
as the primary vehicle for indoctrination.

freiRTaeyT 1 ey w9 § Yy S arell 91 I8 § o g $eiae Y W HCIH &
T # E@rd §, St FAaReURT 29 &7 SIRAT §7dT &

Jamie’s transformation isn’t driven by a singular, Svengali-like figure or a shadowy
cabal of Internet misogynists whispering poison into his ear.

ST &7 Sgelra e Tawd, FEATCN-AA eATFT garT AR 8T 81T, 7 & Scieie W HH Fa
arer ford BT gU Afger-faRIeh 97 garT|

Once a boy like Jamie shows interest in a single video about "sigma male
grindsets" or the "truth about modern dating," the algorithm takes the wheel.

ST9 his ST, S it " Rear Ae AEAew A7 " Iy SfEer fr weArs S fndr
aifsar 7 +f RG@rar g, ar veanRes fag=or @amer Jar 8|
The algorithm steers him into darker, more radical waters.

TENREA 38 3 37 3N 3K Fee RErt i 3w I g

Platforms like Reddit, 4Chan, and QAnon operate as incubators for antipathy, where
every perceived **social slight—rejection, loneliness, lack of success—**is reframed as
proof of a grand conspiracy against men.

Reddit, 4Chan, 3i¥ QAnon S TATHIF ABIT Y TG dTel g b & H H1H FA &, S8l
TP, AT, AT IABAT I TEN o [GATH T3t FITT & GATOT & §9 & 92T fohar
STl 81

The pipeline is seamless: A lost teen stumbles onto a self-improvement forum, then

drifts toward "red pill" ideology, then finds himself watching hour-long rants from
self-styled masculinity gurus.

T TR TE FITH el §: Th $TEhT E3T TR T8 e 3TeA-GUR #9 9T 571 &, i e
¢ "3 e RraRuRT 1 3R [Gar &, 3R 37 & gg 1 gt & Sr9ort 7 gar 9rar 8, St
g Y AT & I Faa §

These figures operate with the same cynical playbook: stoke resentment, validate
insecurity, and offer a solution that involves total emotional detachment.

2 1T S ATATH IOTAIT FT GTeled FIA 8 AP Y HSFIA &, IYLET HT TS S8t 8, AR
6T v AT o A 8, TS sraetens § @ T X8 FT S A g B

The rhetoric is deceptively empowering—"Take control of your life!", "Be the top
dog!"—but the message is rotten at its core.
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e The Internet turns into an accelerant. The kind of ideological radicalisation depicted
in films like American History X, Imperium, and BlacKkKlansman is now happening
online, not in hidden basements.

FeTAT U 3N 9o AT ¢ | Tohea! & @ 718 RareRy-3mania Feexar, s
American History X, Imperium, 3ix BlacKkKlansman, mﬁﬂ'g‘?mﬁﬂﬁ afew
3ifeTerTse 81 1 B

e The Antisocial Network, a Netflix documentary, explores the same radicalisation
pathways that are now streamlined for the digital age.

Netflix #¥ STEgHE "The Antisocial Network" 3+21 weexadfY Teal 1 feard g, i 3ra
BfSree gor & forw wver o fRew 1w &)

o Social media doesn’t care whether young men are developing mass shooter
manifestos or just memorising Bateman or Bickle monologues. It only cares that
they stay locked in, watching, and consuming.

Hrerer HF3AT FY FAX T 7GT I3AT fob JaT a3 FAAT Y AT 11 ¢ & AT Bateman 3K
Bickle & WdTg I1g FX I &1 31 99 Ig TRV % I TheT @ Aok W, T@a @ 3R Hee
TIT FA R

e This is the same machinery that elevated the Andrew Tates of the world from
Internet curiosities to household names.

I & U3 TgW S aNell Y AT W AN safaraca & fared wufliger g o S
o Their appeal hinges on speaking to young men who feel disenfranchised, offering
them a roadmap for reclaiming their supposed lost power.

3eTehT 3THYOT 37 AT T9T ¥ 1 FXat 3 §, ST G 1 gIAT W AgHH Fat 8, AN 375
3raelt @YE g6 ARFT Ao arer 7 A 3 ¥

e The tragedy, as Adolescence illustrates, is that boys like Jamie don’t realise they’re
being manipulated until it’s too late.

g1y, ST i Adolescence f@Tet &, W%%M#Mﬁaﬁﬁmﬁm
& A€ g1 T 3T ANOT fFAT AT W@T R

e We are watching, in real-time, the commodification of disaffection and the
packaging of violence into a sleek, digestible fantasy.

& aFafas TAT A 3@ W@ § B A A F v 3eurg A agen o @1 ¥ 3R R vw
T, AT & TeeT et Foualt & T 3 TEd o 31 @1 81

e The most terrifying part is that the people who need to understand the danger the
most will never see themselves in these cautionary tales.

HEH HATEE a1 I8 ¢ fF Foieg 30 T &) 4o SI1eT §asa i S ¢, 9 3 gg F1 5
Adrae! Feriaal # a8 &
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o They'll just see a man who finally takes what he believes is his.

3 9 U W ATHT A S, A MTRIFR a8 i S A4 8, O a8 37941 3rfOFR gH7ran
gl

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page83

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS



