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Protesters greet Jharkhand
CM with black flags at festival
over rehglous site ‘obstruction’

IGS Paper I: A&C

Amit Bhelari
PATNA

Jharkhand Chief Minister
Hemant Soren was greeted
with black flags while taking
part in a religious pro-
gramme during Sarhul, the
biggest festival of the tribal
community, at Siramtoli
Sarna Sthal in Ranchi on
Tuesday.

The protesters have been
demanding for several
months the removal of a
ramp being built in Siramto-
li, saying it will obstruct ac-
cess to Sarna Sthal, a sacred
religious site of tribals.

Wearing black bands on
their heads and hands, the
protesters shouted slogans
against the Chief Minister,
who was also accompanied
by his wife Kalpana Soren.

“We have been celebrat-
ing Sarhul festival as per tra-
dition for years. Our ances-
tors have kept the traditions
of this festival intact and

CM Hemant Soren and hIS wife Kalpana Soren taking part in the
Sarhul festival in Ranchi on Tuesday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

strong. We have to take this
inherited tradition further,”
said Mr. Soren while ad-
dressing the people.

Tribals ignored: BJP
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
State president and Leader
of the Opposition Babulal
Marandi said the tribals
were deeply disappointed
as the State government has
ignored them.

“Being a tribal, it was ex-
pected from the Chief Mi-

nister that he would under-
stand the pain of the society
and ensure the protection
of the Sarna site by com-
municating with the agita-
tors. But the inaction of the
government proves that it is
not willing to fulfil the de-
mands of the tribals,” he
said. President of the Cen-
tral Sarna Committee, Ajay
Tirkey, however, said that
some tribals were deliber-
ately creating controversy
at the behest of the BJP.

Protesters greet
Jharkhand CM with
black flags at festival
over religious site
‘obstruction’

eTfAE T A &Y
Ceag rpeairei)
HRES & HEIHAT F1
T ST8T ¥ TGETT fhaT

e Jharkhand Chief Minister
Hemant Soren was greeted with
black flags while taking part in a
religious programme during
Sarhul, the biggest festival of
the tribal community, at
Siramtoli Sarna Sthal in Ranchi
on Tuesday.

* * o - r i - EE w
HIAAR F1 T & 7SN =
T H feard §He & g9 d 93
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e The protesters have been demanding for several months the removal of a ramp
being built in Siramtoli, saying it will obstruct access to Sarna Sthal, a sacred
religious site of tribals.

YeTdAhRY FE AL ¥ AT FT P & o RTASN 7 97 W@ 1 Y geran sw, F3ifs a5
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e Wearing black bands on their heads and hands, the protesters shouted slogans
against the Chief Minister, who was also accompanied by his wife Kalpana Soren.

yeeiaeRal & R 3ik gt ox Frer ued st AETHEA & fBare anareh 1, S 39l
Yeed! FHeqat WReT & I J87 Al I

o “We have been celebrating Sarhul festival as per tradition for years. Our ancestors
have kept the traditions of this festival intact and strong. We have to take this
inherited tradition further,” said Mr. Soren while addressing the people.

"FH T W W & AR TG T FA1 I & §AR ol A $4 cER 1 WA 3 37ee
3R AT qaTC @1 §1 & 3 RAUHT F A F FEAT R, AN R F Al H FaOfRT FQ
g0 el

Tribals ignored: BJP
Frfearfaat i 39&T Y I1S: HrSTIT

e« Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) State president and Leader of the Opposition Babulal
Marandi said the tribals were deeply disappointed as the State government has
ignhored them.

HRART STelT qrél (1TsTuT) & er 3rewat AR AT GfA9aT argere AE) A w6 T
PR GIART ARG P T & Afarey ey former &

o “Being a tribal, it was expected from the Chief Minister that he would understand
the pain of the society and ensure the protection of the Sarna site by
communicating with the agitators. But the inaction of the government proves that
it is not willing to fulfil the demands of the tribals,” he said.

"o IfarE 81 & AT, g 37 Y o pEaeh warer & & weste i
yeAaRIRAT @ ATl F AT T Y AT YiARad F3r| AfFT waER A fAfwraar
7 wifea #¥e § i a nfearfaat & @ & i w3 & e goge gt &, Segia Fell

o President of the Central Sarna Committee, Ajay Tirkey, however, said that some
tribals were deliberately creating controversy at the behest of the BJP.

¥ wYe WAt & sreaet srora ot = g e & Fo e Segge sror &
IR W Rag fr s @

Sarhul Festival
m§7~rtrc‘r

e Sarhul is a spring festival celebrated in Jharkhand, marking the beginning of the
new year.

G SRS H FHAIT SHTA ITell Teh 6 3cHd 8, S AT a9 Y 3T T Ycleh & |
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The festival lasts for three days, starting from the third day of Chaitra month in
Shukla Paksha to Chaitra Purnima.

g 3cua diet Rt oo Torer §, S A AT Y el & A7 gfotaAr o g &
o During the festival, the village priest (Pahan) offers a sacrifice of flowers, fruits,

vermilion, a rooster, and tapan (liquor) in the Sarna to the Sun, village deity, and
ancestors for the prosperity of the village.

SH Ud & NI, e & YoIRY (IT8eT) FIST, ATH aaat 3N qaatt T a1 & fore = e
W G, B, R, FIT 3R TUTT (eRT@) i afer Ter B

o After the rituals, locals dance while holding Sal flowers.
3TISSIAAT & TG, TUTAT ST AT & Foll 1 GT H o] e L o

e According to tradition, Sarhul symbolizes the marriage between the Earth and the
Sun.

RO & TR, Tge gt 3R qF & Rare 1 g 81
o ltis an important festival observed by the Kurukh and Sadan communities.
?J?ﬁwaﬁi'mﬂﬂmq\qm HATIT STt aTell Ueh Hged 0T 3c8d & |

e Among the Kurukh community, the festival is known as "Khaddi", meaning "flower"
in the Kurukh language.

g@umﬁ%qﬁaﬁf"a@' wm%ﬁwaﬁﬁwmﬁw grar gl

e The festival is called "Hadi Bonga" among the Bhumij community.

AT THET & 3 Sowg " grdh dhr e o &

¢ Among the Ho and Munda communities, the festival is known as "Baa Parab".
8 3R F3T THST A SH I 1 91 R gl AT 5|

e The Santal community refers to this festival as "Baha Parab".
HATer HHSTT H S8 " aT8T " gl STl g
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The radical and enduring
legacy of Shivaji

On April 3, the death anniversary of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj who passed away at 50 in 1680, a lookback

through books, charters and memoirs to understand what made the king a transformative force in a feudal age

GS Paper I: Histo

Prathmesh Kher

hhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj

mounted the most famous

opposition to Aurangzeb’s

expansionism during Mughal
rule in India. Shivaji began his journey as
a Maratha warrior and eventually became
a self-made king.

Often leading from the front, Shivaji
guided his men into dangerous campaigns
often at risk to his own life and limb. In
doing so, he earned both the respect and
loyalty of his soldiers, many of whom
often sacrificed their lives in the cause of
their beloved king — leading to the
creation of the Hindavi Svarajya, an
Indian autarky.

Starting out in the 1640s, with a small
band of warriors, Shivaji had, by the
mid-1660s, earned the confidence of
enough fighters to have brought the
number to the tens of thousands. A
master of guerrilla warfare, referred to as
ganimi kawa in Marathi, his agile modus
operandi ran rings around the
numerically superior but bulky Mughal
army. Swift cavalry raids were married
with disruption of enemy supply lines;
and hit-and-run tactics were used in harsh
terrain causing considerable damage to
enemy forces.

Francois Martin, the first
Governor-General of Puducherry in
French India, contrasts the military
organisation of the Mughal army with the
Maratha army in his Mémoires. “The
Maratha forces were mobile, light footed,
and lived a life of spartan simplicity in
camp,” Martin notes. The warrior king’s
persona is also distinguished in Martin’s
journals by a lack of pomp and luxury
generally associated with royalty,
describing him as often sitting on the
ground with his soldiers.

French traveller Jean de Thévenot
describes Shivaji as being “short and
tawny, with quick eyes that shew a great
deal of wit.” De Thévenot also mentions
that Shivaji would eat once a day, and in
common attendance with his soldiers.
Abbé Barthélemy Carré says this of the
man: “To his quickness of movement he
added, like Julius Caesar, a clemency and
a bounty that won him the hearts of those
his arms had worsted.”

But what sort of rule was Shivaji to
usher in?

The subaltern king

In recent years, political and social
organisations have often dug their heels
on the subject of Shivaji’s caste identity.
This is a disservice to the man, the bulk of
whose comrades, lieutenants, and officers
were men who hailed from the so-called
‘lower’ castes, poor Brahmins, nomads,
peasants or petty landlords. Hambirrao
Mobhite was Maratha, Tanhaji Malusare
was Koli, Baji Prabhu Deshpande came
from a Chandraseniya Kayastha Prabhu
family, and Ragho Atre was Brahmin, to
name but a few. The Narikuravars, a
nomadic community which moves from
Maharashtra to Tamil Nadu, had been
warriors in Shivaji’s army. Among his
brave captains was Siddi Hilal, a Muslim
who hailed from the Bantu people of
southeast Africa. Likewise, Shivaji’s naval
forces liberally employed members of the
Koli caste, traditional
fishermen-turned-seafaring soldiers. In

Strong lition: A worker cleans C

short, Shivaji’s forces drew upon
cultivators, craftsmen, tribals, fishermen
et al to fill the ranks of a growing war
machine.

Shivaji’s rule was so progressively
meritocratic that at the time of his death
his Svarajya was defended by two
hundred and forty forts and not one of
them had a hereditary noble at the helm.

Shivaji also allowed for those who so
wished to revert back into Hinduism;
Netaji Palekar and Bajaji Nimbalkar are
but two examples of the same. This was a
full two centuries before the similar Arya
Samajist reform. These actions should be
understood in light of the similar affront
he had caused to the orthodox Brahmins
who'd opposed his coronation on account

of his unverifiable caste heritage.

Cosme de Guarda in his 1695 work Life
of the Celebrated Sevagy writes that Shivaji
on his deathbed declared that his wives
need not be forced to commit sati upon
his demise. “I do not, however, like that
you should compel any, for I do not
require them to come to be burnt by
force. I command you to inform them of
this, as 1 expect and wish this courtesy
from those who love me most,” De
Guarda writes, paraphrasing Shivaji's
deathbed statements.

During his rule, Shivaji also started
projects that sought to replace Persian
legalese with Indian ones. In 1677, he
sponsored a Sanskrit text known as the
Rajavyavaharakosa (Lexicon of Royal

The radical and enduring legacy of Shivaji

Institutes), which provided Sanskrit
synonyms for over 1,500 Persian
administrative terms. Marathi, in either
the Devanagari or Modi scripts, became
both the language of the court as well as
of the popular literature of the time. This
allowed for ordinary people to both
understand the workings of the
administration without the need to learn
Persian, and also helped revive an
otherwise marginalised Indian language.

Shivaji’s rule was an affront to the
orthodoxy prevalent in the age, and
provided dignity and opportunity to all
those who came under his chattra
(protection) regardless of their caste or
creed.

The liberator

Under the rule of Aurangazeb, slavery had
been a persistent feature; the Al-Fatawa
al-Alamkiriyyah, published in 1672,
describes the lawful right of Muslims to
purchase, own, and have sexual relations
with slaves. The text also made
inadmissible all testimony of slaves in a
court of law. This did not go unchallenged
by Shivaji. During his rule of the
Coromandel coast, Shivaji signed a
charter to the Dutch banning, freeing,
and stopping the import and export of all
slaves under his rule. This instruction is
with respect to the Dutch establishing
trading posts at Porto Novo
(Parangipettai, Cuddalore district) and
Tevenapatam in present-day Tamil Nadu,
and Puducherry. “Under the Moorish
reign it had remained lawful for you to
buy and transport from here male and
female slaves without hindrance from
anyone,” the charter, signed in August
1677, recounts. “But now, so long as I am
master of these lands, you should not buy
Or transport any men or women as
slaves,” the charter declares. Reminding
slave traders that the practice would not
be allowed to continue unimpeded and
without consequence, the charter states,
“And if you happen to do so and convey
them to neighbouring lands, my people
will set themselves against it, hinder it in
all manner of ways, and will not allow of
their [the slaves] being brought back to
your factory; this must you observe and
fulfil in the prescribed manner.”

Shivaji’s attitudes towards the feudal
structure of his age were just as
revolutionary as his attitude towards
slavery. Under his rule, taxation and other
sources of state revenue were reformed to
be more generous to the people at large.

Shivaji abolished the ‘vatandari’
system, a form of landlordism prevalent
in the Deccan during his time, and
implemented the Ryotwari system
instead. Ryot referred to the cultivator of
the land who would be given a greater
measure of control over the means of
production.

In describing the revenue system of
Svarajya, Sabhasad Bakhar, the first
biography written on Shivaji in 1697,
clearly says, “The ryots (peasants or tillers
of land) in the country were freed from
the yoke of Jamindars. Even if they
intended to oppress by exercising their
supremacy they could not do so.”

The Adnyapatra, a royal edict drafted
by Shivaji’s Finance Minister Ramchandra
Pant Amatya, is blunter when it says,
“The Vatandars, etc., in a state are really
its enemies. They have not got the
mentality to remain content with the
rights over lands (Vatan) which they
already possess. They have a strong desire
to go on acquiring newer and newer
(estates), to wax strong, to use that
strength in dispossessing others and in
carrying on depredations.”

It was perhaps these dynamic
socio-economic changes that earned
Shivaji the moniker Shakakarta, or epoch
maker, during his rule.

This is the first of a two-part series on
Shivaji's reign.
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On April 3, the death anniversary of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj, who
passed away at 50 in 1680, a lookback through books, charters, and
memoirs to understand what made the king a transformative force in
a feudal age.

3 3 @t saafa Rrarst FgrTer #t quafafy g, e fwsr 1680 #F 50 a¥
1 AT H g3IT U1, Tg Fharal, HFAET IHR TEON F AIAHA § TE FAIA &
fore o 1o ¥ & 50 Ta o e o 7 aRae afFa & w0 F w3 ofewr
ITEEY

Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj mounted the most famous opposition to Aurangzeb’s
expansionism during Mughal rule in India.

Saufa fAETS #AFRIS & ST F RAFARETE & [WeTh HRAT & HITT FHST & Rl a8
g farer fena|

e Shivaji began his journey as a Maratha warrior and eventually became a self-made
king.
TRIGTSH o 3791 AT Teh ARTST AT o & H Y& T 3R 37cld: Fafafdia = o= 10|

o Often leading from the front, Shivaji guided his men into dangerous campaigns, often at
risk to his own life and limb.

3R A e F Aced I g, Rarsh =¥ 3y it b GR=ATeh 3AfHAT #
ARG foham, St 3R 37 Sitae 31 37et & forw ST 2|

¢ In doing so, he earned both the respect and loyalty of his soldiers, many of whom often
sacrificed their lives in the cause of their beloved king—Ileading to the creation of the
Hindavi Svarajya, an Indian autarky.

39 bR 3egiel 3eT Ui I WFATA 3R TBIgRY et 31ford &, et & &8 of 379 B
w%mmﬁaﬁ:ﬁwﬁ—mmmaﬁmg@,wmﬁ
Fargeer I |

e Starting out in the 1640s, with a small band of warriors, Shivaji had, by the mid-1660s,

earned the confidence of enough fighters to have brought the number to the tens of
thousands.

1640 % &R H Th DI T A3 & Fafg o AT LT I gV, RAaTsh =7 1660 & 2w &
HET Teh T AT T TIRard 3ifoTa R AR 37ehr T oIl o 964 715 |

e« A master of guerrilla warfare, referred to as ganimi kawa in Marathi, his agile modus
operandi ran rings around the numerically superior but bulky Mughal army.
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IR gaur & AR, Toteg FS 7 A=) H1aT F5T ST §, 3oTehT T AN HEATHT
T § A5 et TR 7 Ve & FRTeTel gl 31TH Jerrdy 2|

Swift cavalry raids were married with disruption of enemy supply lines; and hit-and-
run tactics were used in harsh terrain causing considerable damage to enemy forces.

oot g3HAR g A 3Tfet arget o fuee & |y et arw; 3R Re-vs-3o wehfaat
e gelTeh H wa) 1 1S, Torad 2T Tl 1 AT FThaATeT g3

Francois Martin, the first Governor-General of Puducﬁerry in French India, contrasts
the military organisation of the Mughal army with the Maratha army in his Mémoires.
WiehIgH ATTET, ST BT s ¥ ggadt o Ugel Taei-Sreite ¥, 370e] AARIH H FIeT Jal
1 He AT 3R AT JeAT T JoleAT L & |

The Maratha forces were mobile, light footed, and lived a life of spartan simplicity in
camp, according to Martin.

ATEH & AN, ARSI ATV T4, §odhl FAl arell R HeATqF ATUROT SfiaeT il 2|

The watrrior king’s persona is also distinguished in Martin’s journals by a lack of pomp
and luxury generally associated with royalty, describing him as often sitting on the
ground with his soldiers.

eI TSI T quarer sid o A1fee & Soted A Terd) Rrenfdar 3k or6-are & Faft & &
H oged 1 773 &, ToTH 3¢ 3198 39 RS & J19r 5Tt I o gw afvia fFar s g

French traveller Jean de Thévenot describes Shivaji as being “sh?)rt and tawny, with
quick eyes that show a great deal of wit”.

e At Sfier 3 daete o RAarsh it “FH Fars arer 3R wiae, de JfaT are, A
et gefterar feama 8 & &9 # afoia fea|

Abbé Barthélemy Carré says this of the man: “To his quickness of movement he
added, like Julius Caesar, a clemency and a bounty that won him the hearts of those
his arms had worsted.”

39 aréferslt X o 38 SAfFd & TR H g "ATerwaT DI 3HDT AT A, S ffoaw Hew,
36 T AT AR 3ERAT e, fwe 37 aell & et st St foram foera saer geer famam)

The subaltern king

AT T &7 TS

In recent years, political and social organisations have often dug their heels on the
subject of Shivaji's caste identity.

gTeT & Nt H, et ifae 31X ATAITE WIraeT ax RIarel T Sifa ggdareT & 99 I ik
cdw R

This is a disservice to the man, the bulk of whose comrades, lieutenants, and officers

were men who hailed from the so-called ‘lower’ castes, poor Brahmins, nomads,
peasants, or petty landlords.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page7



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

a
www.patrioticias.in

Pa

o
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

la

g 3 TTFd & 1Y a1 g, [Sietoh 31f8emrer a2y, 39 sf¥eaiRar iR et
T ‘forerell stfaay, IS srEdAvT, IE sfaat, fFamEt ar o seieRT & 2|
Hambirrao Mohite was Maratha, Tanhaji Malusare was Koli, Baji Prabhu

Deshpande came from a Chandraseniya Kayastha Prabhu family, and Ragho Atre
was Brahmin, to name but a few.

FFIRTTE AR AXT6T &, AT ATTAL Frelt A, TS TI F2ATS T e AT FIAET T
IRER & &, 3R et 33 srEAvr I, 3R o 95 & A

The Narikuravars, a nomadic community, had been warriors in Shivaji’s army.
Tarik e’ Teh I SAfQ, TS o Ar & Jeen 4|

Among his brave captains was Siddi Hilal, a Muslim who hailed from the Bantu people
of southeast Africa.

3oTeh HIEET hecllelr H Fhegt feetrer ¥, Teh FHerATT it EfaToT-qa rhrent & arg et 4 4|
Likewise, Shivaji’'s naval forces liberally employed members of the Koli caste,
traditional fishermen-turned-seafaring soldiers.

38T g, RIareh H Al afFaat el snfa & Far, IRaRe Agsn-at @A
Afova a1 HIq 3Ner fama |

In short, Shivaiji's forces drew upon cultivators, craftsmen, tribals, fishermen, et al. to
fill the ranks of a growing war machine.

e #, RYarel #hr AT framat, Fer FRERY, Jfearfaal, AGRT 3nfe o 3menRa o,
o1 Ueh Seclt Zeur #efieT o forw ¥ o dh

Shivaji’s rule was so progressively meritocratic

fRrarsit T e saaT werfa-efter 3R Aegar s or

Shivaji’s rule was so progressively meritocratic that at the time of his death, his
Svarajya was defended by two hundred and forty forts and not one of them had a
hereditary noble at the helm.

RIS T ATA SAAT TaTTa-2fer 3R Fegar smenRa a1 i 37 fereT & oy 3o
FEUSY 240 fhat & GRIETT U1 3R 5731 @ g ot ool FeTegara W & grait # +7eh 7|

Shivaji also allowed for those who so wished to revert back into Hinduism; Netaji
Palekar and Bajaji Nimbalkar are but two examples of the same.

+RIaTST o 8 3o7 9T ot i et 3 aToeT ohtet shr 3eTATT S ST QT TTEd & ATt
I 3R aTaTe fAT Tt 39 3¢EI0T &

This was a full two centuries before the similar Arya Samajist reform.
7 &Y WiedT Tgel Y 91T & ST Tl HTH FATST FUR G317 27|
These actions should be understood in light of the similar affront he had caused to the

orthodox Brahmins who’d opposed his coronation on account of his unverifiable
caste heritage.
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ST Tt T 3T HTIGTIAS FTEATN & [FATh Ueh STceh & T H FHST ST AT folegial
e stfa faTrre & HRoT 3H<hr arsrarelt &1 fae fhar |

e Cosme de Guarda in his 1695 work Life of the Celebrated Sevagy writes that Shivaji on
his deathbed declared that his wives need not be forced to commit sati upon his demise.

FIEH 3 TMET & 39=0 1695 T i Life of the Celebrated Sevagy # ferar fas frareir &
39aAY FGAAT I Ig BT T fob SoTehl YTceTail I 3oTehl Hcg & g W il & foT AR
Te1 fehar ST |

o “l do not, however, like that you should compel any, for | do not require them to come to
be burnt by force. | command you to inform them of this, as | expect and wish this

courtesy from those who love me most,” De Guarda writes, paraphrasing Shivaji’'s
deathbed statements.

“Gelleh 73T I8 THE 7161 & foh T ol T FSTqR Y, Fifh 7S TaT AT [ o6
STEREEA STt Y HTERIFAT §1 H U g fId lal 1 HSGY &l §, FAifeh H T8
farara 3o oot & 3797 T § St 3 Fd 31 SR X €, 3 e forwd €, Riareht &
FCGRAT WX foT 1T 1A Y TRl X §ul

e During his rule, Shivaji also started projects that sought to replace Persian legalese with
Indian ones.

379 QAT & SR, AT 7 X Arotered I BT T ST BRUY FTefeit AT hl HRAT
AT T TGelel T YATH &Ll A |

e In 1677, he sponsored a Sanskrit text known as the Rajavyavaharakosa (Lexicon of
Royal Institutes), which provided Sanskrit synonyms for over 1,500 Persian
administrative terms.

1677 #, 3761o1 Ueh HEFel T ToIHRT ATH ASTTIGRDIY (TSThTT HEATIHT T AsGhIL) 2T,
srfare foma, foreeT 1,500 @ 3rftre Rt wemafae ereal & fov deed waiard fow are
q

e Marathi, in either the Devanagari or Modr scripts, became both the language of the
court as well as of the popular literature of the time.

AWSY, ITe TR AT AT FATY 7 g1, 98 e@R Y 391 3R 39 AT Hr g affgea
T 71T §7 TS|

o This allowed for ordinary people to both understand the workings of the administration
without the need to learn Persian, and also helped revive an otherwise marginalised
Indian language.

S ATEROT AN DT TRATHT o FHIFDTST I TAS H Acg, [Fell fo=TT BRET I, 3R sq
YT TR U TST HRAT TN T ot et H o FHee Hi|

e Shivaji’s rule was an affront to the orthodoxy prevalent in the age, and provided dignity
and opportunity to all those who came under his chattra (protection) regardless of their
caste or creed.

fRIaTST o1 ATHeT 36 FHY H TRAREAT & GelTh Tah Faitel AT, 3 37 ol ot sy 3
IE|T T FohdT ST 3eTeh BF (ERETOT) & gl 3T, TTg SeTehl STfer I7 &3 Fo o g |
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la

The liberator

AT ST

Under the rule of Aurangzeb, slavery had been a persistent feature; the Al-Fatawa al-
Alamkiriyyah, published in 1672, describes the lawful right of Muslims to purchase,
own, and have sexual relations with slaves.

RIS o e A, JTHY Teh TURY [GATT oY, 3reT-rar Ire- AR RATE, S 1672 7
THITRIC §S, FASHATAI bl [T T TS, FIfeleh Feiled HX 3Tk TTY AleT Heer TeAley AT
aY PR A B

The text also made inadmissible all testimony of slaves in a court of law.
$H Y H TATAL o SR 3HeTerdd H 1T 71T Tt ararfedt s o 3redieny o feam aran|
This did not go unchallenged by Shivaji. During his rule of the Coromandel coast,

Shivaji signed a charter to the Dutch banning, freeing, and stopping the import and
export of all slaves under his rule.

Ig RIarsll 2R 9= el 7T 78T T6T| FRIFSH q€ T 3791 AT oh SR, fRrarsh o
sl & ATY Toh A1ET TR GEATER ohal forae 3eieh Qe & gt wef JermaAt & 3 3R
fAraTer s Ao, 3 FHercl le 3R G ey AT 3rrerer fem|

This instruction is with respect to the Dutch establishing trading posts at Porto Novo
(Parangipettai, Cuddalore district) and Tevenapatam in present-day Tamil Nadu, and
Puducherry.

Ig fAder s ganT AR Fg TTfa Fa & Heot 7 g, S for aref ey (wifndees,
FsaR forem) 3R daeaees aaHre affraeng 3R ggad 71
“Under the Moorish reign it had remained lawful for you to buy and transport from here

male and female slaves without hindrance from anyone,” the charter, signed in
August 1677, recounts.

“HRRT AT o Tge, F§ I AT ok 319 FgT & TN iR Al et 1 911 forefy seprae &
@ﬂammqﬁaﬁwmﬁ,”a—gm,a’rmmwﬁgz-—crraﬂlﬁagaﬂw,aarm
gl

“But now, so long as | am master of these lands, you should not buy or transport any
men or women as slaves,” the charter declares.

“Afehet 319, ST deh H 31 S{fATT T A g, T g 1 BT IT AT AT &6 §T H o
WIS o7 IRAgT Y, e A DT fram s g1

Reminding slave traders that the practice would not be allowed to continue unimpeded
and without consequence, the charter states, “And if you happen to do so and convey
them to neighbouring lands, my people will set themselves against it, hinder it in all

manner of ways, and will not allow of their [the slaves] being brought back to your
factory.”

Wmmﬁﬁaﬁm%aﬁgw%ﬁa?mwﬁmﬁ%amﬁimaﬂﬁmﬁwﬁ
e e, Iy & FEr AT g, “31R IfE v AT A € 3R I R H Aea g, ar
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A o197 AT TARTET hdaT, S8 G FehR & Uehal, 3R 3¢ [F[el1HT] T 39 HRETA H aT9H
T AT AT LT ST

o Shivaji’s attitudes towards the feudal structure of his age were just as revolutionary
as his attitude towards slavery.

fRraTSit T TEHIOT o7eh THI hT FIF WITAT & it Slall &1 HifrRY AT FoTcteTr foh
3eTehT FelTHT & i gfSeentor|

« Under his rule, taxation and other sources of state revenue were reformed to be more
generous to the people at large.

3ok AT & dgd, HIYT 3 TSI 1T & 37T Wdl H dGolTd hT T aifer Tg A 9
& 9T 3 3R & T |
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Bulldozing of six homes in
U.P’s Prayagraj inhumane
and illegal: Supreme Court

GS Paper II: Article 21

|

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday found action ta-
ken by the Prayagraj Deve-
lopment Authority to bull-
doze the homes of six
private citizens into rubble
“inhumane and illegal”.

A Bench headed by Jus-
tice A.S. Oka ordered the
authorities to pay %10 lakh
each to the house owners
as compensation for de-
priving them of their fun-
damental right to shelter

without following due
process.
Pasting of notices

Speaking for the Bench,
Justice Oka said the illegal
demolition conducted by
the development authority
in 2021 had shocked the
conscience of the top
court. The court reminded
the authorities that rule of
law still existed in the
country and the funda-
mental right to shelter was
a basic feature of the
Constitution.

The court’s order came
after it realised that show-
cause notices were not
served on the house own-
ers in person or by regis-
tered post but only affixed
on their properties.

“This affixing business
must be stopped. They
have lost their houses be-
cause of this,” Justice Oka
remarked in the order.

“These cases shock our
conscience.  Residential
premises of the appellants
have been high-handedly
demolished... There is so-
mething called the right to
shelter, something called
due process... The authori-
ties, and especially the de-
velopment authority, must
remember that the right to
shelter is also an integral
part of Article 21 of the
Constitution,” the court
observed.

Justice Oka took serious
exception against the past-

Bulldozer being used to demolish an ‘illegally built” house in
Prayagraj of Uttar Pradesh. FILE PHOTO

ing of notices under Sec-
tion 27 of the Uttar Pradesh
Urban Planning and Deve-
lopment Act, 1973. Section
27 governs the demolition
of unauthorised struc-
tures. Section 27(1) states
that if a building is con-
structed in violation of the
Master Plan or without
proper approvals, the de-
velopment authority may
order its demolition after
providing the owner with a
reasonable opportunity to
show cause. The proviso
mandated that no demoli-
tion order must be issued
without first serving notice
on the affected persons.
The appellants in the
case were Zulfiquar Haid-
er, Shahnaz Parvin, Ali
Ahmed Fatmi, Naila Fatmi,
Baby Maimuna, and Ah-
mad Ali. The court found
that a show-cause notice
was issued to them on De-
cember 18, 2020 and af-
fixed the same day with a
remark that two attempts
were made to serve them
in person. A subsequent
order of demolition on Ja-
nuary 8, 2021 was also af-
fixed. The first registered
post communication was
sent on March 1, 2021 and
received on March 6, 2021.
The demolitions were car-

ried out the very next day,
leaving the appellants with
no opportunity to appeal
under the law.

During the hearing, the
court said the law mandat-
ed the authorities to give
affected parties a reasona-
ble opportunity to show
cause before demolition.

November 2024 verdict
The Bench also referred to
a Supreme Court judgment
of November 2024 which
had issued binding direc-
tives against “bulldozer
culture”  followed by
States. In this judgment,
‘In Re Directions In The
Matter Of Demolition Of
Structures’, the court had
laid down precautions in-
cluding 15 days’ prior not-
ice of demolition to occu-
pants. Noting that the
demolitions in the present
case pre-dated the 2024
judgment, the Bench drew
attention to the fact that
the Uttar Pradesh Urban
Planning and Develop-
ment Act of 1973, in Sec-
tion 43, had already pro-
vided authorities to make
genuine efforts to serve
show-cause notice.

‘NO RULE OF LAW’
» PAGE 2

Bulldozing of six homes in
U.P.’s Prayagraj inhumane
and illegal: Supreme Court

3 9T & TIATRIST A &g o)
Y FeASS FIAT HATAA 3R
m:gcﬁﬂ'aﬁé

The Supreme Court on Tuesday
found action taken by the
Prayagraj Development Authority
to bulldoze the homes of six
private citizens into rubble
“inhumane and illegal”.

FHH FIE o FHITTR F TIPS
far wifervor ganT oF fasi
AR & R Y oSt FIaA Y
FIETE ) " AT 3R 3rder WA
fem

e ABench headed by Justice A.S. Oka
ordered the authorities to pay ¥10 lakh each to
the house owners as compensation for
depriving them of their fundamental right to
shelter without following due process.

Al T.UW. 3T Y IregeTar arelt fis A
TR T TcAeh B HATfoleh I T10 TG I
FIMTSTT e T 3TTCeT &2, Fifeh 3¢ ~aTideh
gfshar &1 arere e e 3o #Alfes s R @

afere &< feam arm

e Speaking for the Bench, Justice Oka said
the illegal demolition conducted in 2021 had
shocked the conscience of the top court.

15 Y 3R Sera §U, A 3 A Fer foh
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e The court reminded the authorities that rule of law still existed in the country and the
fundamental right to shelter was a basic feature of the Constitution.

eTerdl o TUHTRET T A1e; e foh &er 3 weger w1 et 3reft oft wiopg & 31 amsrr a7
#ifew srftrer @faure $t qa e g |

e« The court’s order came after it realised that show-cause notices were not served in
person or by registered post but only affixed on their properties.

37EToId ST HTC Jd 37T ST 39 IdT Il o FROT qd13it AR 7 Y safFaera &7 & =&ar
T 3R 7 €1 TS ST @ AT 7T, Sfoen Rk gufaat ax fRrowr femr o

e Justice Oka remarked, “This affixing business must be stopped. They have lost
their houses because of this.”

FATEfet 3T o feoaul i, "I fargwre Fr wfkar @ Bt wfw) s aerE & sl ara
war el

e Justice Oka took serious exception against the pasting of notices under Section 27
of the Uttar Pradesh Urban Planning and Development Act, 1973.

TS 3T A IR Y& IR fAAterer va s srffaaer, 1973 & 4wy 27 & dgd
AMfew Rgee W 373k 3mafa Sas|

e Section 27(1) states that if a building is constructed in violation of the Master Plan or
without proper approvals, the development authority may order its demolition after
providing the owner with a reasonable opportunity to show cause.

TR 27(1) & IR, T IS e AR Tl & Seertel A A1 faar 3fa w&figpfa &
e foram s g, o R Wiftrevor Reaw 1 3MEer & THaT 8, cifche Alfoie HY FROT
Fd= &1 37T 3TET & AT B

e The appellants in the case were Zulfigar Haider, Shahnaz Parvin, Ali Ahmed Fatmi,
Naila Fatmi, Baby Maimuna, and Ahmad Ali.

S8 HATHA H TIAehlehcl FIeWwHR eI, AFTST Gdlet, ITell HgAE BIcH!, ARTAT B, et
Hegat 3R 3rEHE 3rel |

e The court found that a show-cause notice was issued on December 18, 2020 and
affixed on the same day, with a remark that two attempts were made to serve them in
person.

37ETeld of 9T fh 18 fGHET 2020 FF FROT gar3it Afew sy fFar raw 31k 3+ feet gt
ﬁmw,a—garg?rguﬁ:mm#ﬁ%ﬁmmmm

e Asubsequent order of demolition on January 8, 2021 was also affixed.
8 STeAadt 2021 &t fareaw 1 3rara 3meer ot Rraewr &= aram)

e Thefirst registered post communication was sent on March 1, 2021 and received on
March 6, 2021.

gell Gollghel ST WAR 1 AT 2021 Y Sish 7€ 3R 6 AT 2021 Y yred §8|

e The demolitions were carried out the very next day, leaving the appellants with no
opportunity to appeal under the law.

Pa la

a
www.patrioticias.in

Page14

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

3T € et Rreaw v R o, e et &t refstt Jrdier XY &1 1§ 3T
Tet faem|

e The court said the law mandated the authorities to give affected parties a reasonable
opportunity to show cause before demalition.

3reTerd & FgT & Hiofet JTUFRAT &1 I5 ATREd i & fow arey axar & & wanfda
all Y freaw § vge 9 &7 W@ 1 37 raes fear e

o November 2024 verdict: The Bench referred to a Supreme Court judgment of
November 2024, which had issued binding directives against “bulldozer culture”
followed by States.

FdaY 2024 FT thgem. 915 & FFa 2024 F A FIE F haer 7 garar 7, fG@d aeat
GaRT HYATS 378 " eAstoR TP o & fEare srfaard fader sl frw arw &

¢ In this judgment, ‘In Re Directions In The Matter Of Demolition Of Structures’, the
court had laid down precautions including 15 days’ prior notice of demolition to
occupants.

=0 thaer #, ‘g7 I ST 37 g AT ATE 3ANAAT HTE Feaad, 1erad o Aarfaar
 Reaw @ vger 15 et it g e & S wgfaare e au fru 9

+ Noting that the demolitions in the present case pre-dated the 2024 judgment, the
Bench drew attention to Section 43 of the Uttar Pradesh Urban Planning and
Development Act, 1973, which already required authorities to make genuine efforts
to serve show-cause notices.

Wé@ﬁg@%mmﬁwﬁﬁmzom#m#qﬁgﬁnmch-csﬁmcraarm
A va Qe AT, 1973 Y 4RT 43 6 30T €17 3T HaAm, ST ggor T &
IAFIRAT FY FROT T3 AR A F AT IEafRF TIH FI 1 fager &t oY
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Xi Jinping calls for ‘elephant-dragon duet’ on
75th anniversary of ties between India, China

|GS Paper II: India-China |

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

Commemorating the 75th
anniversary of the esta-
blishment of India-China
bilateral relations, Chinese
President Xi Jinping in a
congratulatory message to
President Droupadi Mur-
mu on Tuesday said the
two countries should “real-
ise a cooperative pas de
deux of the dragon and the
elephant”, which com-
pletely serves the funda-
mental interests of the two
countries and peoples.

Ms. Murmu, in her mes-
sage, said that “stable,
predictable and amicable”
bilateral relations will
bring benefits to both na-
tions and the world.

Later in the day, speak-

Vikram Misri and Xu Feihong at an event organised by the Chinese
Embassy in New Delhi on Tuesday. DINAKAR PERI

ing at a commemorative
event organised by the Chi-
nese Embassy, Foreign Se-
cretary Vikram Misri said it
is “our wish and desire” to
use this occasion as an op-
portunity to “rebuild” In-
dia-China relations.
Chinese envoy Xu Fei-

hong said in his speech
that Mr. Xi emphasised
that both sides should view
and handle China-India re-
lations from a “strategic
and long-term perspective,
and seek ways for neigh-
bouring major countries to
get along in peaceful coex-

istence, mutual trust and
mutual benefit as well as
common development”.
Mr. Misri, who has
served as India’s envoy in
Beijing, said the bilateral
relationship is an impor-
tant one as two large neigh-
bours in an important part
of the world, and the stable
ties between the two coun-
tries would contribute to
humanity as a whole. In
this regard, he said the
durable basis for rebuild-
ing the ties is the three-
point pillar of “mutual res-
pect, mutual sensitivity
and mutual interests”.
“The path forward
maybe a difficult one, but it
is one that we are prepared
to work. And it is on the ba-
sis of these steps that we
have already taken in the

last five months that we
have seen promising begin-
nings, which we should
turn into tangible benefit
for the people of our two
countries,” he said.

Mr. Xi termed India and
China “ancient civilisa-
tions, major developing
countries and important
members of the Global
South”, and noted that
both countries are at a crit-
ical stage in their respec-
tive modernisation drive.

According to the envoy,
Mr. Xi expressed his readi-
ness to work with Ms. Mur-
mu to promote strategic
mutual trust, deepen com-
munication and “coordina-
tion on major international
affairs, jointly safeguard
peace and tranquillity” in
border regions.

Xi Jinping calls for ‘elephant-dragon duet’ on 75th
anniversary of ties between India, China

<ot ware§ At 758 adars 9v ot foafer A greft-3erer gorer
T HTEdTeT fohaT

Commemorating the 75th anniversary of the establishment of India-
China bilateral relations, Chinese President Xi Jinping in a
congratulatory message to President Droupadi Murmu on Tuesday
said the two countries should “realise a cooperative pas de deux of
the dragon and the elephant”, which completely serves the

fundamental interests of the two countries and peoples.

sRA-Her gfavefir waut #r 758 a¥ers & srqat W, A+ aegufa o

fSrTfiar & Fererar 1 wegufa gtadt 3] F A 7T Fes wer F Fer fF At

et @1 391t I FTfY & WEAl Farer A WFR FIAT AR, S QeAv it ik

SreTelT & A Rl A off aXE ¥ a1 FXar B
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e Ms. Murmu, in her message, said that “stable, predictable and amicable” bilateral
relations will bring benefits to both nations and the world.

A 7 A 39 TR F T o R, qaEtepa s wlerdyet gfwafr war g dait 3
gt & forT amstehrY glat |
o Laterin the day, speaking at a commemorative event organised by the Chinese

Embassy, Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri said it is “our wish and desire” to use this
occasion as an opportunity to “rebuild” India-China relations.

aTe; # foreT &, helt gerare garT IS TARE A # sierd g0, g afa faswa
A et fF 78 g Y sToT 3R TFieT § F 50 39’ 7 3uAeT HRa-HT Faut Fr
qATARTOT &t o &0 & fohar ST |

e Chinese envoy Xu Feihong said in his speech that Mr. Xi emphasised that both sides
should view and handle China-India relations from a “strategic and long-term
perspective”, and seek ways for neighbouring major countries to get along in
peaceful coexistence, mutual trust and mutual benefit as well as common
development.

el T F PRI & 319 $TwOT H gl o #ft oft & 5 a1 I AR 2w 3 Gt vt
HR-er gaut 1 e sk Qo efewior & Swer ik Fereer @y, 3K
erifarqut we-3rfdea, 3mad fearw 3t aREaRe aer & ary-ary WA s & fow
TEA delTela A1y

e Mr. Misri, who has served as India’s envoy in Beijing, said the bilateral relationship
is an important one as two large neighbours in an important part of the world, and
stable ties between the two countries would contribute to humanity as a whole.

it forel, S ifSier & 9 & TeIqy 1 I §, 7 FeT 19 gfAvahT wawr v Agcaqet waw
Fife 3 XA ar g & Ageayet &ty A fua Y 93 w2l €, 3 Qe axit & o
oY T ATeraar & fore anrsr g

¢ In this regard, he said the durable basis for rebuilding the ties is the three-point
pillar of “mutual respect, mutual sensitivity and mutual interests”.

58 e ol #, 3giel gl foh Warell & JefaAaTor T TATAT HTUR " JrqelY FoATeT, Jraet
Hagerefierar 3R et e & e w7

e “The path forward may be a difficult one, but it is one that we are prepared to work. And
it is on the basis of these steps that we have already taken in the last five months that

we have seen promising beginnings, which we should turn into tangible benefit for
the people of our two countries,” he said.

" HTAY T IET HSeT 81 AT &, ATHeT Tg I8 TEAT ¢ 5T I §H 1 o F forw AR &
3R 77 378 FEH F ITUR W §, 5 g7 Rod g Adat 7 3w ¥, wd g veneF
Q3T ot €, Ford g @it et & st & Fvw av wimeT o wereren WIfRe,” 3ogier el
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e Mr. Xi termed India and China as “ancient civilisations, major developing countries
and important members of the Global South”, and noted that both countries are at a
critical stage in their respective modernisation drive.

it off & s 3R <fieT 1 wreler weraT?, o fwrefier der 3R AT Ay &
HEcaqUl HEET" T 31K gT o Qlet ger 37aet Areyfadh aor 9fhan & va Ageayur avor
AEI

e According to the envoy, Mr. Xi expressed his readiness to work with Ms. Murmu to

promote strategic mutual trust, deepen communication and coordination on major
international affairs, jointly safeguard peace and tranquillity in border regions.

Tetgd & ITAR, A off 3 golt 73] & T 1 Aitel T It TeaRaT SqFT Y Alieh
Toretfere Aot faeare Y qgrar AT ST e, Y@ ARSI ATHG R Harg 3R FHeay
Y g foram o, 3R W & o enifer ik e giaRaa # o e |
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HC faults Centre for
not adhering to due
process in OCI case

GS Paper ll: Citizenship

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court has
remarked that the Centre
did not follow the statuto-
ry process during the de-
portation and blacklisting
of an Overseas Citizen of
India (OCI) card holder, in-
volved in alleged unauth-
orised missionary activi-
ties in Nagaland and other
Northeastern States.

The court asked the
Centre to give John Robert
Roughton III, a U.S. citizen
who held an OCI card on
account of his marriage to
an Indian national in 1991,
an effective opportunity to
address the allegations,
before passing a speaking
order on the issue.

“Accordingly, the pre-

sent petition is disposed of
with a direction to the res-
pondents to serve a show-
cause notice as regards the
‘blacklisting’ of the peti-
tioner and pass a speaking
order after duly consider-
ing the response of the pe-
titioner thereto, and after
affording an opportunity
of hearing to the petition-
er,” the court ordered on
March 28.

Mr. Roughton relocated
to Nagaland, in February
1994 after marriage. In
June 2024, the couple tra-
velled to the U.S. to visit
the petitioner’s parents
but on their return to In-
dia, he was not allowed en-
try into the country, in
spite of his valid OCI card
which granted him a life-
long visa.

A INX

HC faults Centre for not
adhering to due process
in OCI case

MNHITE AT # 3RT
9T T YTeleT of A T
EISPIE A Fg WHR HI
3T T=ISTT Y

e  The Delhi High Court has remarked
that the Centre did not follow the
statutory process during the
deportation and blacklisting of an
Overseas Citizen of India (OCI)
cardholder, involved in alleged
unauthorised missionary activities in
Nagaland and other Northeastern
States.

ool 3Ta ~araTery o fevqufy it fF g
TIFR & FIefAl UTHAT T qTeleT a1 T
9 3T U IHIHTE FISURS T ATTAS
3R 3= qEteR st & w1 saftgpa
e afafafraY & wRor AT stk
solsfaree fora|

e  The court asked the Centre to give
John Robert Roughton Ill, a U.S.
citizen who held an OCI card on account
of his marriage to an Indian national in
1991, an effective opportunity to
address the allegations, before passing
a speaking order on the issue.

ST F g TFR & Fgl 1o ag SAve

aE et 111, S AR AR & 3K e 1991 # e R A ¥ f¥aE & FRor
I3 HTS TToc T, T HRIGT I ST & T TSI AL &, 8N Tgel b a5 34 Hed
TR e Ager ST A |

o “Accordingly, the present petition is disposed of with a direction to the respondents to
serve a show-cause notice as regards the ‘blacklisting’ of the petitioner and pass a
speaking order after duly considering the response of the petitioner thereto, and after
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affording an opportunity of hearing to the petitioner,” the court ordered on March 28.

"ASGTAR, TAAT A1TAHT 57 farder & wry waved i aelt § B gfoardy anfwmewat £

‘S fAfEET & T & Uh FROT ga13i ARY I Y 31 TRFRar Hr ufafear w
TR &3 & §Te 3R YoTaTs FT T el & dle Teh FAFGe AU TR HY,"** 3HeTerd o 28
AT 1 3¢ er e

e Mr. Roughton relocated to Nagaland in February 1994 after marriage. In June 2024,
the couple travelled to the U.S. to visit the petitioner’s parents, but on their return to
India, he was not allowed entry into the country, despite holding a valid OCI card,
which granted him a lifelong visa.

Y Jeet faaTe & a1e BIad 1994 F AEIes T 7T ST 2024 H, Ig Ui FrfAFwrarat &
ATa-Rye @ freet 3mRe o, Afee o9 3 sRa al, o 38 o F vawr A srewfa adi &
T, TP 3oToh I Teh AT INHIIME F1E AT, 3 o6 TS IaeT AT TSI T AT

Overseas Citizen of India (OCI)

gard AT AR

* The Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) is a form of permanent
residency for people of Indian origin and their descendants, allowing
them to live and work in India indefinitely but without full citizenship
rights.

» JaTHT AR AT (OCI) AR FHel & eliait 3 3eeh a2rait & folw
TARMY AT &7 U &9 §, S 3¢ A Radere & fav siIRa & B iR
FYe T 3TAT ST &, ket OF ATTRT 3iTAHR 71 &a|

» The OCI scheme was introduced in 2005 through an amendment to

the Citizenship Act, 1955, to strengthen ties between India and its
diaspora by providing long-term visa and residency benefits.

* OCI AT &Y 2005 F ATTREAT AT, 1955 H TMYT & ATEIT I
Ter T aTT AT 1k HIRe 3R 38F varH WHe & i gaul F Aeeg
o <11 & 3R eerfore I va e a1er yere fhe ST 94 |
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Eligibility Criteria for OCI

OC| & foIT qTadT ATAES

* A person is eligible for Overseas Citizenship of India (OCI) if:

- IS FTFd TG HRAT AR (OCI) & forw ury § afe:

They were a citizen of India on or after 26 January 1950.

ag gTad 26 SAa 1950 Y IT 3% d1¢ HRd FT AT AT

They were eligible to become a citizen of India after 26 January
1950.

dg cafad 26 STAadl 1950 & 916 AR T ATIE daied & JeT AT|

They are a child or grandchild of such a person.

g cafad W& safdd &1 T/ A1 S/ 3

« Exclusions from OCI Eligibility — OCI 9r=aT & afara Aforn:

Any person whose parents or grandparents were ever citizens
of Pakistan or Bangladesh is not eligible for OCI status.

a5 o cafFra o ATar-far a1 grer-greY TIfhedrer a1 I aRer &
AR &, 98 OC| & fore are 781 ¥

People who have served in foreign defense services are also
restricted from OCI eligibility.

ToreT oNaTy o faeeft Taar |amsit & &1 fFar g, 3 oY OCI & forw g o1t
gl

Benefits of OCI Card
OC| &T8 & 1A

* Multi-purpose, multi-entry, lifelong visa for visiting India.

» 9T A 37T & AU Tgzeaedi, 9g-waer 3K amshias S|
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« Exemption from registration with local police authorities for any length
of stay in India.

» R 3 Tl 81 31afe & Jarw & foT Tty gier st & ary
YA 10T & G|

» Special immigration counters at Indian airports for OCI cardholders.

» OC| &8 YR & oIt AR gar$ 31381 W ey srasie F3e|

« Ownership rights over residential and commercial properties in
India.

« IR A A 3 FaER® Fuia) ) &R Af+FR|

* Application for a PAN Card, Aadhaar, and Driving License.
- ¥ 18, MUK 3 sEfaeT aEdw & AT 3rdesT Fis 1 JAVHR|

Limitations of OCI Card
OCI @12 Y HiATT

* No voting rights in India.

« A H AdETeT &7 JTAFR el |

» Cannot hold government positions, including civil services,
judiciary, and constitutional posts.

- FUERT 9aT W fAgea w181 &Y waha, forest sarrafaeT, ffde dar ik
wdufas ug anfae §)

« Cannot contest elections for Lok Sabha, Rajya Sabha, or State
Assemblies.

» ANHHAT, TSIHHT AT T fAUTawenait & Iora 78t oI WHhel|
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* Restriction on the purchase of agricultural land, farmhouses, and
plantation properties.

- Ff¥ 91fA, wefEEw it anne el 6 @l w afae)|

* No protection under certain fundamental rights, including:
- ol #ifes ARFRT & dga 1S Y&t A8
« Article 15 - Prohibition of discrimination.
HITBE 15 — AT &I fader|
« Article 16 — Equality of opportunity in government jobs.
. IIOG 16 — AR AtFRAT 7 3raw F wHTTT|
. Article 19 — Right to freedom, including speech and movement.

. HEDE 19 — T T AHUFR, S srfdeafed 3 smarrsT

AT ATTAA &

. Article 29 and Article 30 — Cultural and Educational Rights of
Minorities.

. 3HTedT 29 AR e 30 — HeUHETS! & WiEHias AR A&+
kB eard

Important Data and Facts on OCI

OC| ¥ Haftrd Agcaqur 31 AR a2

* The Citizenship Amendment Act, 2005, introduced the OCI scheme.
» ATRTR AT weiere rfafasr, 2005 & dga OC| AreraT Y At 75 oAt

e As of 2023, there are around six million OCI cardholders
worldwide.

* 2023 T, AT 81T 7 T 60 AT OC| FISURF g |

* The top five countries with the highest number of OCI holders are:

o OCI YR T a4 31T FE&AT arer i qrer er &
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« United States

« United Kingdom

. Canada

o hellST

o Australia

« United Arab Emirates (UAE)
. WgFd 3N AN (UAE)

* The OCI scheme was merged with the Person of Indian Origin (PI1O)
card scheme in 2015 to simplify the process and provide uniform
benefits.

« OCI AT HY 2015 # HRAT {A & A fFa (PIO) FTS Arr=TT & |1y Rerr
T T&IT 31T a1fdF TRRAT Y TS TITAT ST TS 3 FHATT ATH YT fhT ST
|

* OCl applications are processed by the Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA), Government of India.

* OCI 3Taee HI AR FIHR & ¢ AAAT (MHA) SIRT TFHAT H AT SATAT
gl

Recent Update (2021) — gTferdr (g3 (2021)

* OCI cardholders must take special permission from the
Government of India if they wish to engage in:

 If& OC| FIEURSF AFAfaf@d F14f & oo @1 gga &, Y 3=¢ IR
THR § f3Aw sregaAfa A= g

« Journalism

. 9FRIRAT
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Research
. T
Missionary work

TS TaR 1

Mountaineering

. YdARIgOT

Comparison: OCI vs. NRI vs. PIO

OCI deITd NRI §«1TH PI1O

Feature OCI Cardholder Non-Resident Person of Indian
Indian (NRI)  Origin (P1O) (Merged
with OCI in 2015)

Citizenship No Yes No

Visa-Free Yes (Lifelong) Not Required Yes (15 years before

Travel to India 2015)

Voting Rights No Yes No

Government  No Yes No

Jobs

Property Residential &  Yes Residential &

Ownership Commercial Commercial Only
Only

OCI Card Permanent Temporary Abolished in 2015

Eligibility
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India, Chile
have started
talks for trade
pact: Modi

GS Paper Il:
India-South America

NEW DELHI

India and Chile have start-
ed discussions on a “mu-
tually beneficial and com-
prehensive” trade pact,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi announced on Tues-
day. This came after State-
owned copper mining
firms from the two coun-
tries signed a pact that will
expand Chile’s access to
the mining market in India.
While welcoming Chi-
lean President Gabriel Bor-
ic Font, he raised current
international disputes, and
said they should be re-
solved peacefully through
dialogue. “In today’s dis-
cussion, we have identified
several new initiatives that
will deepen relations over
the next decade,” he said.
President Boric arrived
here on Tuesday and met
External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar before proceed-
ing to Hyderabad House
for delegation-level talks.

India, Chile have started talks for trade pact:
Modi

HRa 3 el F samw gorsila & fore araha 3w
$T: AT

India and Chile have started discussions on a
“mutually beneficial and comprehensive” trade pact,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced on Tuesday.

AR 3T el F T " RER AR 3R sF9s IR
FAFIT W ST Y& Y g, T FHA ¥ A F ATl
$ g TIVoIT 1|

¢ This came after State-owned copper mining firms from the two
countries signed a pact that will expand Chile’s access to the mining
market in India.

wﬁwmgﬁmaﬁ&ﬁﬁmﬁmmmﬁﬁﬁwaﬂaﬁw
FEATER e, oad T A R Y @oier 99’ 9% g 93|

9
+While welcoming Chilean President Gabriel Boric Font, Modi raised
current international disputes and said they should be resolved
peacefully through dialogue.

fRrelt & rsgufer AfrTer IR Wi 1 T FXd U, A A A
IRTSErT faamel &t 3ora 3R FgT o o waTg & Areds F enfaqel aiF @

IS ST Tifge
«“In today’s discussion, we have identified several new initiatives that
will deepen relations over the next decade,” he said.

" TS Y T A, §HA FE oIS Ugel TgdTe §, S 39T e i weel Y g
HIM," 3eaiet Tl
ePresident Boric arrived here on Tuesday and met External Affairs

Minister S. Jaishankar before proceeding to Hyderabad House for
delegation-level talks.

Trsgafd SIRE ATeraR T JgT Tg AR Faeer 70 v, Sraerey & Heehrd
#, 3T 1, I8 gerEIg e3d & yfafaRHse TaiT adat & fav I
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Strait of Magellan
ASTolol TASHTHET

The Strait of Magellan is a navigable sea route located at the southern tip of South
America, serving as a natural passage between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans.

Hololel STISHEHEY Ueh AT THAT A &, it GTAT0T AN & FoI ararvh ok o f&d §
3R 3eaifesh qUT TATT AETARRT & dl< Teh YTehfcleh AT & &9 H HRT ALl &

It separates the mainland of South America to the north from the Tierra del Fuego
archipelago to the south.

Ig STEI0T AR oh FTA A I 3R A 3R AW Sof Fa Soeeyg i eTaror 7 3reraT
AT &

Geographical Overview

sitanferes faavor
e Length: Approximately 350 miles (560 kilometers).
SIETS: SI9TeH3T 350 Hiel (560 fhailaTe) |
o Width: Varies between 2 to 20 miles (3 to 32 kilometers).
Ais1s: 2 & 20 el (3 @ 32 freidIe’) & g P g1 1

e Location: Predominantly within Chilean territorial waters, with its easternmost point
touching Argentina.
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T 7T T F el & &A1 5ol 7 U &, AR 38T It DR ISt & Her g3m
¢l

Historical Significance

Cfagiiae Agca

o Discovery: The strait was first navigated by Portuguese explorer Ferdinand
Magellan during his expedition from October 21 to November 28, 1520, marking
the first known passage from the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean.

GIST: 38 STASHEHEY I Tgoll d) JAaTTell 3 ¥eh BiSals Holold o 21 3FesR H 28
STdeX 1520 & ST 39T ATAT & GiRTeT IR TohaT 4T, Tad I8 3icaiics § Ted

HEARR deh T Igell AT AT &7 3T

e Naming: Originally named "Estrecho de Todos los Santos" (Strait of All Saints) by
Magellan, the name was later changed to honor him.

ATHOT: S Hl & F "TEAT S TSI A1 A" (FHT Hell hl TISHTHEY) ATH
e arar &, AT 91e & & AT & GFEATA & Jco 6T AT
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NDA, INDIA bloc

gird up for debate

on Waqf Bill in Lok Sabha today

Numbers are heavily in favour of the ruling alliance for the passage of the Bill; Opposition members walk out of the House

Business Advisory Committee meeting following disagreements over the time allotted for discussions on the legislation

GS Paper lI: Parliament
Sani lem—luu

NEW DELHI

he Lok Sabha is all
I set to witness a
face-off between

the Treasury and Opposi-
tion benches on Wednes-
day as the House will take
up the Waqgf (Amendment)
Bill for discussion and
passage.

The Bill brought the In-
dian National Develop-
mental, Inclusive Alliance
bloc together with the
Leader of the Opposition
in the Lok Sabha, Rahul
Gandhi, and his Rajya Sab-
ha counterpart, Mallikar-
jun Kharge, holding a
meeting of the floor lead-
ers on Tuesday evening to
evolve a joint strategy.

While the Narendra Mo-
di government is deter-
mined to pass the Bill, the
Opposition, which has

'

The police patrolling an area in Varanasi. Security has been beefed
up in various areas as Parliament is set to take up the Wagf Bill. pTi

called it “unconstitution-
al”, is equally determined
to put up a stiff resistance.
The Congress has issued a
three-line whip, asking all
its members to be present
for the next three days.
Parliamentary  Affairs

Minister Kiren Rijiju, who
holds charge of the Minori-
ty Affairs Ministry, will
move the Bill for passage.
He said the Lok Sabha’s Bu-
siness Advisory Committee
(BAC) agreed on an eight-
hour debate, but it could

be extended after taking
the sense of the House.

Earlier, Opposition
members walked out of the
BAC meeting, presided ov-
er by Speaker Om Birla, fol-
lowing disagreements over
the time allotted for the de-
bate and other issues.

‘Stifling our voice’
The Congress’s Deputy
Leader in the Lok Sabha,
Gaurav Gogoi, said the Op-
position parties wanted
more time to debate the
Waqf Bill, and wanted the
House to take up more is-
sues, including the situa-
tion in Manipur and the
row over duplication of
elector photo identity card
numbers. He accused the
government of stifling the
Opposition’s voice.
However, the political
heat and length of the de-
bate are unlikely to have

any bearing on the final
outcome as the numbers
heavily favour the BJP-led
National Democratic Al-
liance in the Lok Sabha.

Mr. Gogoi alleged that
the government was “bull-
dozing its agenda through
and there is no space for
the Opposition”.

All India Majlis-e-Itteha-
dul Muslimeen chief Asa-
duddin Owaisi said he
would show how the Bill
was  “unconstitutional”
when he expressed his
views in the House. “This
Bill is aimed at curbing the
religious freedom of Mus-
lims,” he said. “The people
will teach BJP’s allies like
Telugu Desam Party (TDP)
and Janata Dal-United
(JDU) a lesson”.

With the JD(U) and TDP
pledging their support, the
NDA has a comfortable ma-
jority with 293 MPs.

NDA, INDIA bloc gird up for debate on Waqf Bill in Lok Sabha

today

UASIT, ST3AT ST 3T ANFTHT A g% foaer X 989 & faw

R

Numbers are heavily in favour of the ruling alliance for the passage of
the Bill; Opposition members walk out of the Business Advisory
Committee (BAC) meeting following disagreements over the time

allotted for discussions on the legislation.

R99s & wa i & v Ear aaree TeasT & vaT & §; favaft gewg
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ey 93 9=t & T THT 39ed F AT AgATA F I1¢ I ATGHR
afafa (BAC) &Y do& & a8 9o 10|

e Lok Sabha is set to witness a face-off between the Treasury and Opposition
benches on Wednesday as the House takes up the Waqgf (Amendment) Bill for
discussion and passage.

ANHEHT H FUAR T 7T vaT AR RAwar & i e @e 1 A, ST geT a7
(@ae) R9ys 9T T4t 3R aRa F= & v faar wem|

o The Bill brought the Indian National Developmental, Inclusive Alliance (INDIA) bloc
together, with Rahul Gandhi and Mallikarjun Kharge leading a floor leaders' meeting
on Tuesday evening to devise a joint strategy.

I5 fa9Teh i3 AereTer STaUHTd, SAFNT HATIH (INDIA) TS I Ueh Y I,
forast Trger anmelt 3R AfCTHRTS[T TS =1 HITAR ATA T FAR AT HT o BT JeTerc
1 3R FFFT IOTAITT AR F |

e The Narendra Modi government is determined to pass the Bill, while the Oppaosition
calls it "unconstitutional” and is equally determined to resist it.

Mg A WFR 37 [T8TH 7 qIRd = & AT T¢ afeud g, ST faver s
" denfaE” gt HT AT e & AT AR P

e The Congress has issued a three-line whip, directing all its members to be present for
the next three days.

FAF A NT-9fFa ga Y fFar, S g3iy et 1 3rrar e et aF JeaT &
39fUa @t o1 Ader fear ar=m|

o Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju, who also handles the Minority Affairs
Ministry, will move the Bill for passage.

FHAT F A e RISsy, S sreaseas Amwal & JArerd 1 8 THR HHTerd 8,
i 7 aita F@ & v dar F33

e The BAC agreed on an eight-hour debate, but it may be extended based on the
House's decision.

BAC o 3118 ue Ff 98H o [olT TgAT &I, oifchel I8 Weel & AU & TR X 918 ST
e B

e Opposition members walked out of the BAC meeting, presided over by Speaker Om
Birla, due to disagreements over the debate duration and other issues.

%q&ﬁamrmmﬁsmﬁawmﬁgémc d5F O 918 T 1T, FAITF T8q
rafer 3R 3= Aeet w arweAfa |

e Congress Deputy Leader Gaurav Gogoi said the Opposition wanted more time to
debate the Waqf Bill and discuss issues like Manipur violence and voter ID
duplication.

FRAN & 3Y=dT ARG MIANS = FgT f [AveT aow ROas W) 310w 77 agar a7 3ik

Page?)o
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AOrqY AT T AETAr ggHeT uF SToahereT S Hegl 9X & T e °rg AT

He accused the government of stifling the Opposition's voice.
3ogie AR IX Faqet Y ATarst garet T 3ART S|

Despite the political heat, the final outcome is unlikely to change, as the BJP-led
NDA holds a majority in Lok Sabha.

Torstifaes et & srac(e, 3ifasr aRumer W 15 werma gz i werawn w791 8, Fife e
SAfcd AT TASIT SNHST & qgAdT A &

Gaurav Gogoi alleged that the government is bulldozing its agenda and leaving no
space for the Opposition.

g MANS & 3RT FTAT fF TIHR ST AT ToAsT A9 ) § 31K Ager & o wS
STITE TET B W

AIMIM chief Asaduddin Owaisi said he would prove the Bill is unconstitutional and
claimed it curbs the religious freedom of Muslims.

THTSUASNTECH T IAGEI 3Nad! o e o a5 wifea w4t fr 78 R srwdnfas
¥ 3R IR w6 IE AEAATE Y enfie FacEar F AifFa Far

He warned that people would punish BJP allies like Telugu Desam Party (TDP) and
Janata Dal-United (JDU).

3egiol ATl &1 o STeTar $IToTaT & WA el S e S0 9réf (TDP) 3R SierelT gar-
IaAT$es (JDU) T gae @t

With the JD(U) and TDP supporting the Bill, the NDA has a comfortable majority
with 293 MPs.

JDU 3R TDP & §ardel & WY, TASiv F 293 Wiwal & WY FIC TG e 8

Business Advisory Committee (BAC)

SqET FegeR "fAfa (BAC)

The Business Advisory Committee (BAC) is an essential parliamentary committee
responsible for organizing and managing the legislative agenda within the Parliament.

SIGHTT HATgHR HATT (BAC) Teh HecdqoT HHAT HIATH & ST TG o #fier faemdr
TolS &l eaaedd 3R Jafd Fet & ol 3aerT g £

Its primary role is to ensure the efficient utilization of parliamentary time by
scheduling discussions on various legislative and other governmental matters.

SHh HET SR HHAT THY & FAT IUANTN HI AT e g, TS faffiee faumd
3R 3T TR A W =T & forv gay AuiRa forar s o)
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Composition of the Business Advisory Committee

ST HARHFR AFATA Y FI==T
Lok Sabha (House of the People)
e THT (STeT wfafafaay &1 @)

e Total Members: 15, including the Speaker, who serves as the ex-officio
Chairperson.

Tl Wewq: 15, fSieTe aremet (Fian) enffret g1 §, St gaier Jrewet & &9 7 1 Y &

« Nomination: Members are nominated by the Speaker, representing various political
parties proportionally to their strength in the House.

ATHTST: TSEAT T IreFaT (FH) SaRT ATTHT ThdT SATdT 8, ora# affiest Toreiifas
gell I oTeht HEAIT AT & 3TaR Tiafaferea e sar 1

Rajya Sabha (Council of States)
T TAT (54T F1 IRwE)

e Total Members: 11, with the Chairman (Vice President of India) acting as the ex-
officio Chairperson.

T GGE: 11, TSAe Fomafer (SR & ursgafar) Qmfder gl 8, Sif gaer arewat & &9 &
HTT A 2

e Nomination: Members are nominated by the Chairman, ensuring proportional
representation of parties in the House.

ATHIR: TEEAT T WHTATY STRT AR foham ST &, FHT T & Asrefas galt &1
sraifas fafafes gaReaa gar s

Functions of the Business Advisory Committee
YT HAghR GATY & 1T

e Time Allocation: BAC recommends the time allotment for the discussion of
government legislative and other business. This includes scheduling debates on
bills, motions, and significant matters.

FHAY ATaesT: BAC TERI [ T 3R 37 AT $r a4t & fav g@g smafed «&
T RATREr I &1 5 e, wema 3R Ageaqor Fgal W T4 1 JA7 iR e
QAT &
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e Initiating Discussions: BAC can suggest the government to bring forward
important topics for discussion in the House.

AT FT g BAC HIHR &l Hgca Ul [awT &l ot H = o fow ol 1 gea &
Tl &1

e Reporting to the House: Decisions made by the BAC are reported to the House,
which may accept them by passing a motion. This promotes transparency and
collective agreement on legislative matters.

et &I Riféer: BAC ganr farw a1v fofat & wgsr & Raté faar smar §, S 58 yeaa
IR Fa TSR F FehelT §| I8 IRERar 3R aeqfess weafar i dear ar g

Operational Dynamics

CEICCRIE T

e Unanimous Decisions: BAC strives to make decisions unanimously, reflecting
the collective view of the House. This reduces disputes over time allocation.

F4EFAA faoke: BAC du+Afa @ AT ot &1 90| FId) €, o9 §A 7 3rdesT
AFT QA FH &

e Meeting Frequency: The committee meets at the beginning of each
parliamentary session and subsequently as required.

Sodi Y TG Tg TAF THGT T T YEATT H 3N ITTIHATAR doh 3mASTT
I &

Historical Context
vfaers ggst

e Establishment: The Business Advisory Committee was first constituted on July
14, 1952. This was a crucial step in organizing parliamentary procedures in
independent India.

TYTYT. AT AAGHR WA Y FATIAT 14 FJelT$, 1952 FY 1 7 ofY | I Faad
HRA H FHGT UFHAT3T FY cqafeda Fe F1 fae # T Ageaqor FEH AT

Significance in Parliamentary Proceedings
T FRIAE & Aged

o Efficient Time Management: By carefully planning the legislative schedule, the
BAC ensures that parliamentary time is used effectively and delays are
minimized.

FUd GAT Yo Rurdht sriwa 1 Mo qaq@, BAC g gARad s § & vada
AT ST IHT 39997 &1 3R eia 97 F FA 8
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Inclusive Representation: The BAC includes members from all sections of the
House, ensuring that diverse viewpoints are considered when scheduling
discussions.

gaaef ufafafeca: BAC & Wea & weft goit & aeew anfaar g &, oaw Rfaer

TIEHION Y eAqTeT H 1@ SATaT ¢
Enhanced Productivity: The structured approach of BAC helps facilitate the timely
passage of legislation and ensures meaningful deliberations.

IcuTeaaT A gefa: BAC &1 iR afthar frdust # a5 W aia #3@ 3R ardw
frar-Reret giared w3 7 gergs g B

Committee on Government Assurances

LRI M gfAfa

The Committee on Government Assurances (CGA) is a parliamentary committee
responsible for monitoring and ensuring that the assurances, promises, and
undertakings made by Ministers in Parliament are fulfilled within a reasonable
time. . — . .
TSR IMEATHA HATY (CGA) Ueh FHAHT AT B, TSrerehr s AR garT wwe 7 fow
T rearaat, aral A wfaaguarsit F e #er Ak a7 gaaa Fen d 3

3o s diem 7 qu e S

It acts as a watchdog, bridging the gap between government promises and their
actual implementation.

g T IR AT F FT & FRY AT §, ST AR & amel 3 39@ aedfasw
FTAGI F 1T Y TS Y I FT H1F FIAT 81

Historical Background

e gessfa

The Committee on Government Assurances was first constituted in 1953 to
enhance accountability and transparency in governance.
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TIERY IMRaATH AT Y TATTAT 1953 3 enmdst # saraed) 3K yrefdiar e & e
$r a5 AT

The need for such a committee arose due to the frequent assurances given by
Ministers on the floor of the House, which were often left unfulfilled or delayed.

s gfAfa At maeaswar safav Agqy $1 75 Fifs AR garT #ea # fgw e
FTRETH e Y T@ AT & AT 37 FrfeadeT 7 3 et ot

Key Features of the Committee on Government
Assurances

FIHRT IreaTe FiAfY i A&7 fadvam

Composition

T

The committee consists of 15 members in Lok Sabha and 10 members in Rajya
Sabha.

=g OfAfT 7 AT & 15 3R TSIWHT F 10 GSTT e ¢

Members are nominated by the Speaker of Lok Sabha and the Chairman of Rajya
Sabha, respectively.

HEEA! F AHEAT eAeT IR ToawHT F WA g@rT AR BT s ¥
Ministers are not eligible to become members of this committee.

7 3 AfAfa & Tewg AT 99 Fhd|

Functions and Responsibilities

F¥ 3R FAGRAr

Scrutinizing assurances given by Ministers in the House and ensuring their
implementation.

Heot H AfAAT qarT e 7w smearaat 1 S F AR 3% Freaaa a1 gRAkaa
AT

Reporting the extent of fulfillment of these assurances and the time taken for their
execution.

o7 3mearwstt 1 gt i a1 3R 37 Brareager & e arer wHg i Ruie TR Fen

Identifying delays and gaps in implementation and suggesting corrective
measures.
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o Frieaae # &l 3R FAAT A g e A guReAS 39T I
e Ensuring that the executive remains accountable for the promises made in
Parliament.

o glaRaa wten fF sriafas a7 fFo av amet F vfa s =i @)

Importance of the Committee

aAfa FT AT

e Strengthens parliamentary oversight by ensuring Ministers remain accountable.
o I AT I FaTaRE TAER FHAT AR Y AT FIar g

e Prevents false assurances and improves the credibility of the government.

o g 3[S ATRATHAT ! el ¢ 3 TFHN I Fareaw=iiarar aa1ar 31

e Promotes transparency in governance and prevents delays in public welfare
programs.

o I UTHA H IRERIAT Y Tg1aT &aT § 3R STerheauraRl A=t & 38 i war g1

e Protects public interest by ensuring promises made in Parliament translate into
action.

e I gIaATAF fedl Y W a1 &, 90T T 7 fhT 10 are; aeafasdr J aeo 31 TF|

Working Procedure of the Committee

afafa 1 srRvoITel

e The committee prepares a report on the status of assurances, highlighting:

. mmmﬁmﬁwwmmm% ot Rt fig g &
Whether the promise has been fulfilled.
o T HTRETH YT AT arAT 82
o Extent of implementation.
o HETTadst i HAT FIT§?
o Time taken for implementation.
o HEeadd & fFder gAY d@?
o Reasons for delay or non-fulfillment.
o &8 AT YT F FWOT F4T 32

e The reportis then submitted to the House, which discusses its findings.
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oI5 ROTE weat # yeqa 1 AT §, STET SHHT THET 6 S &

Recent Developments and Updates

giferar e 3tk 3a3e

e 2023 Report by the Committee on Government Assurances revealed that:

o THRY Hrearaer WA A 2023 Fr RNE & 38R

o Over 2,500 assurances given in Parliament were either partially fulfilled or
delayed.

o @He # v aTT 2,500 F HAF ImearHar A7 o 3w T F X v v I Refaq

gul
9

o Major pending assurances were related to infrastructure projects, health
sector reforms, and welfare schemes.

o HEH AT IMRaTEe et arar IRAISTHT, FareeT & FURT AR FeAroray
rorarat & gafa 9

o The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways and the Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare had the highest number of pending assurances.

o USH URGE 3T ATART ATy JUT T 3R IRER Fearor #Ae9 & g9
O dfaa 3meare |

Example of Assurance Monitoring
3MRITH fAIIRTAT & 3T 0T

Implementation of Ayushman Bharat Scheme

ITYSATA HRA ISl HT FrATeader

e The Health Minister assured in 2018 that Ayushman Bharat would provide free
health coverage to 50 crore people.

o TR HAT A 2018 F IMRATHT AT o HTYSATT HRA ANSteAT 50 FAUZ AT Y fox: e[
TARLY Favst Jer Hi|

e The Committee monitored progress and found delays in implementation in some
states.

. mamﬁmﬁm@mﬁmﬁaﬁw

e The government was asked to submit action plans for faster execution.
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o WHR F A FATeada F AT FREAASEAT 565 FI F v Fer aw2m|

Highway Development Projects

TSTAT faFr e TRAS-Te

e The Minister of Road Transport assured completion of a highway project in
Rajasthan by 2021. .

o  U3F IRGE HAl F TAEUT H T TAATT TRANSTAT FY 2021 TF G FIA HT IATRATHA
feram am

e The project was delayed due to funding issues and land acquisition problems.

o Ig RS el waeanst 3 s arfargor i srzael & FRoT RAdfed g S

e The Committee flagged the delay and directed faster clearance of pending
approvals.

o wfAfa A &l A RFad a3k afda srpareat S ofve 7ol &7 o1 fader i
« RAMESH POKHRIYAL “NISHANK?”, Chairperson, Committee on
Government Assurances.
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India’s educational transformation — the true picture

[GS Paper II: Education |

t has been argued that the education

system in India has veered off its course in

the last 11 years of the Narendra Modi

government. In fact, nothing could be
further from the truth. The country that
witnessed the monumental neglect of the
education system by previous governments is
deeply aware of the unpleasant truth. While
nations across the world reimagined education
for a rapidly evolving world, India’s educational
framework remained trapped in a time capsule,
with the last major policy update in 1986, which
was marginally amended in 1992. This was a
deliberate perpetuation of colonial mindsets
accompanied by a move to insulate the country
from rapid technological changes taking place in
the world.

What past policy was like
Corruption and a governance deficit were the
defining features of the country’s educational
past. Public universities were systematically
starved of funds. Unregulated private institutions
mushroomed into degree mills. Those who sufter
from selective amnesia need to be reminded of
the infamous Deemed University scandal of 2009
— university status was granted to 44 private
institutions without proper evaluation, with
many found guilty of financial irregularities.
Political interference in education was rampant.

The University Grants Commission and the All
India Council for Technical Education became
instruments of control rather than enablers of
excellence. Appointments to leadership in
universities were based on political loyalty.
Textbooks deliberately downplayed the
contributions of revolutionaries such as Shaheed
Bhagat Singh, Chandra Shekhar Azad, Veer
Savarkar and others while portraying
uncomfortable historical truths about foreign
invasions. Historical narratives were carefully
curated to serve partisan interests. India’s diverse
cultural and intellectual traditions were
systematically marginalised. All of these
contributed toward creating an education system
that remained disconnected from India’s glorious
past and devoid of civilisational ethos.

The National Education Policy of 2020
represents a decisive break from this inglorious
past. It is a product of the most extensive

democratic consultations in India’s policy history.

Based on the five pillars of access, equity, quality,
affordability and accountability, the NEP 2020 is

=N

Dharmendra
Pradhan

is Union Minister
of Education

The National
Education
Policy of 2020
is based on one
of most
extensive
democratic
consultations in
India’s policy
history and will
enable an
educational
renaissance

a policy of the people, by the people and for the
future of the people.

The focus is empowerment and change

One of its primary objectives is to correct
structural inequities inherited from centralised,
rigid and elitist frameworks. With this
transformative approach, the enrolment of
Scheduled Castes (SC) in higher education has
increased by 50%, Scheduled Tribes (ST) by 75%,
and Other Backward Classes by 54% since 2014-15.

Women'’s empowerment is at the heart of these
reforms. Female enrolment across all categories
has grown by an impressive 38.8%, crossing 2.18
crore in 2022-23. Among Muslim minority
students, female enrolment rose by 57.5%. In the
board examinations, the performance of girls has
shown steady improvement. In higher education,
PhD enrolment among women has increased by a
whopping 135%. Today, women in the field of
higher education STEMM (science, technology,
engineering, mathematics, and medicine)
constitute 43%, thus shattering the glass ceiling in
domains that were dominated by men. Female
teachers now constitute 44.23% of the teaching
workforce, up from 38.6% in 2014, thus
transforming academic leadership landscapes.
The data represent a fundamental shift in India’s
academic ecosystem, with women reclaiming
their rightful place in India’s intellectual journey.

These gains reflect a fundamental shift in
priorities. Per-child government expenditure has
increased by 130%, from 210,780 in 2013-14 to
¥25,043 in 2021-22. The Government is
prioritising early childhood education and
foundational learning and numeracy for a child’s
overall development, cognitive growth, and
future learning. Government schools are being
upgraded with modern infrastructure, holistic
pedagogy and other support systems. With
concerted efforts, the number of out-of-school
children and also drop-out rates have decreased.
The pupil-teacher ratio has improved, and, most
importantly, learning outcomes have been
steadily improving.

The NEP 2020 has introduced futuristic
elements such as coding from middle school,
multidisciplinary approaches to problem-solving,
and innovation hubs in rural areas. Over 10,000
Atal Tinkering Labs (ATL) are nurturing
grassroot-level innovation. The Government has
plans to add 50,000 more ATLs with broadband
Internet connectivity in schools in the five years

ahead. These initiatives represent a fundamental
reimagining of education for India’s future.

In higher education, sustainable revenue
models have freed universities from resource
dependency. India now has 11 universities in the
QS World Rankings top 500, a remarkable
improvement from the past. Research
publications have increased by 88% since 2015,
propelling India to 39 in the Global Innovation
Index, up from 76 in 2014. The
Anusandhan-National Research Foundation is
nurturing research and innovation in
collaboration with industry and academia.

Language primacy

Most significantly, the NEP has restored primacy
to all Indian languages and knowledge traditions,
overcoming the decades of ‘English-first’ policies.
Through the Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS)
initiative, over 8,000 higher education
institutions have adopted IKS curricula. Through
the Bharatiya Bhasha Pustak Yojana, 15,000
original and translated textbooks in 22 Indian
languages will be published, which will benefit
millions of young minds to express themselves in
their mother tongues.

The Government’s commitment to social
justice was reflected in the enactment of the
Central Educational Institutions (Reservation in
‘Teachers’ Cadre) Act, 2019, for reservation of
teaching positions in central educational
institutions for SCs, STs, and others by treating
the ‘Institution as one Unit’ rather than a grossly
flawed system of treating ‘each Department as
one Unit". Similarly, the Government dispensed
with the mischievous practice of declaring “None
Found Suitable” in university recruitments to
reject candidates from SC/ST/OBC categories and
converting these into non-reserved posts, in the
interest of making reservation truly meaningful.

The government remains focused on building a
Viksit Bharat wherein education truly liberates
and empowers. The decade ahead will witness an
educational renaissance that honours India’s past
while fearlessly embracing the future. India’s
education system has finally broken free from
colonial shadows and ideological captivity. It
stands poised to fulfil the dreams of millions of
Indians.

This is not merely education reform. It is the
intellectual decolonisation that India has awaited
for a long time, which will catapult India into the
comity of developed nations.

India’s educational transformation — the true picture

AR Fr &FH FATGIT — 3Tl TER

It has been argued that the education system in India has veered off
its course in the last 11 years of the Narendra Modi government.

g d& frar a1 § % Ra #1 A& gomel Raar 11 auf & aeg A
TIFR & ded 39 AR A HeF 1T 8
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In fact, nothing could be further from the truth.
arEcid #, I HY W 9 T 81

The country that withessed the monumental neglect of the education system by
previous governments is deeply aware of the unpleasant truth.

g8 & Toaey gl T TRHRT SaRT RALT JoTrel T Agler 3981 ¢ &, I8 IRNT FTT T IR

dl o 3991 &

While nations across the world reimagined education for a rapidly evolving world,
India’s educational framework remained trapped in a time capsule, with the last major
policy update in 1986, which was marginally amended in 1992.

STeIfeh gfetdT 8 & g2t o Al F agelelt gfarar o forw fRrair Y fthe & sheqar , 1R 1
AfeTeh giar Toh FHT HOHE A T 3T AT, THa WY 91 A g 1986 # fovar
a1 T, {3 1992 # ATl e faham ara 2|

This was a deliberate perpetuation of colonial mindsets accompanied by a move to
insulate the country from rapid technological changes taking place in the world.

Ig Aafrafis AafAwasit T STeggint ST W & HTY-ATY A T gfrdT 7 g1 I a
AeThT el W YA el hl Teh v oY

What past policy was like
s{aehrel 1 Afer St o

Corruption and a governance deficit were the defining features of the country’s
educational past.

TR 3R et & HHAY 27 Fr Afe¥eF 37cia Hr aRenia faward off|
Public universities were systematically starved of funds.

Arasrfare faeafacareral I caafeyd &0 & s & af<d femar arar |
Unregulated private institutions mushroomed into degree mills.
sfafAafaa Ash aeae @i fAew & 77 3

Those who suffer from selective amnesia need to be reminded of the infamous Deemed
University scandal of 2009.

SiY FeT TATcH $elat T ST & N3 &, 3¢ 2009 & B Ffafid whsa H a1g
feetret =g

University status was granted to 44 private institutions without proper evaluation, with
many found guilty of financial irregularities.

44 fSh GEATAT 1 3T Hedichet o e Rreafgarera #1 g & am, ot @ &g
ol s f@aansit s e g o)
Political interference in education was rampant.

6T F TS gETEIT 317 27|

The University Grants Commission and the All India Council for Technical
Education became instruments of control rather than enablers of excellence.
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Ifafidr aicw FHtereT 3R 3iter 33T FE3RAT B ST T e Scheear & Jerdl
&oT & SO fAIUT & 3YHIOT 1 I1T|

e Appointments to leadership in universities were based on political loyalty.
faeatdegrerdl # Aqca & T AgfFaar STt ThTeRY o JTemie 2|

o Textbooks deliberately downplayed the contributions of revolutionaries such as
Shaheed Bhagat Singh, Chandra Shekhar Azad, Veer Savarkar, and others.

QISAYEARI H SR TR S 2ALNe s1aret [, Tgray et @R dravam? 3R
3T & JRTET ! A [HAT 37|

o Historical narratives were carefully curated to serve partisan interests.
UfAETiae FHUTT qarardt R & dar et & faT Fraereiydes R $r arg o

o India’s diverse cultural and intellectual traditions were systematically marginalised.
AR 1 fafarer wiepiae 3R sigftr o3 i cqaieurd &9 @ FIfre 93 srer ferm |

o All of these contributed toward creating an education system that remained
disconnected from India’s glorious past and devoid of civilisational ethos.

SoT HY o Ueh UHY TAGT YOIl TeATad H A1eTeTed T, S HR & AGIA et & 37cTer AR
AT deal & @reir 27|

The National Education Policy of 2020
s fava #ifar 2020

e The National Education Policy of 2020 represents a decisive break from this inglorious
past.

T R8T A 2020 587 3TTATTSTH cdTd & Teh 0TI ATtig FI T 6|
e Itis a product of the most extensive democratic consultations in India’s policy history.
g HRA ST sAifel STAeTH H T AT deheie gt 1 IRoTH g

e Based on the five pillars of access, equity, quality, affordability, and accountability,
the NEP 2020 is a policy of the people, by the people and for the future of the people.

trga, FATAAT, (0T, FersTar 3 STaraeet & uie Feil o 3menrie, Tesdt 2020 welt
sifer &, ST ganT 3R el & wfasT & forw)

The focus is empowerment and change

Higa T wuFasor 3k oRad=

e One of its primary objectives is to correct structural inequities inherited from
centralised, rigid, and elitist frameworks.

SHT Ueh HEI 36827 Hiad, HOR AR FHolleT gl & fawrad # el araarcas
FHATAATIHT T HEY AT B

e With this transformative approach, the enrolment of Scheduled Castes (SC) in higher
education has increased by 50%, Scheduled Tribes (ST) by 75%, and Other
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Backward Classes (OBC) by 54% since 2014-15.
58 gRad® Tfeeaior & ary, sepgfra sfadt (SC) #1 3= AT 7 AT 50%,
T ATl (ST) &7 75%, 3R 37 RasT a3t (OBC) T 54% el §, 2014-15 F|

o Women’s empowerment is at the heart of these reforms.
AfgT FAfFTHIor 3o GERT &1 e f6g B

e Female enrolment across all categories has grown by an impressive 38.8%, crossing
2.18 crore in 2022-23.

qﬁﬂﬁlﬁﬁaﬁmmﬁsm%aﬁrq@mamaﬁﬁ@éa St 2022-23 # 2.18 S
T IR T IS g

e Among Muslim minority students, female enrolment rose by 57.5%.
IR FeqqETS BTl &, Al ATHReT 57.5% qT ¢

¢ Inthe board examinations, the performance of girls has shown steady improvement.
1S qdan3it 7, FsfHat 1 gedie AR uR fewr Wi

e In higher education, PhD enrolment among women has increased by a whopping
135%.

oo fReT #, Al # drewsh AT 7 135% 1 60 et g ¥
e Today, women in the field of higher education STEMM (science, technology,

engineering, mathematics, and medicine) constitute 43%, thus shattering the glass
ceiling in domains that were dominated by men.

31TST, 3= 8T & & & STEMM (a1, wieifaidT, gshifaafer, aiftra, ik Rferean) &
ARG 43% AT &, 5 TR 37 &1 3 Firer Y & Y Azl gU A T &arT gsged 7

e Female teachers now constitute 44.23% of the teaching workforce, up from 38.6% in
2014.

319 Afge fRAaTHI 1 18707 FRIT 7 44.23% &, ST 2014 7 38.6% 2T
e These gains reflect a fundamental shift in priorities.
I T IATRAHA3T # v AlfoF sgara Fr A g1

e Per-child government expenditure has increased by 130%, from 10,780 in 2013-14
to ¥25,043 in 2021-22.

gfer-fRre) FXHTY @F H 130% T G §% &, S 2013-14 F 310,780 T, 31 325,043 &1

INAT E, 2021-22 H|

e The Government is prioritising early childhood education and foundational learning
and numeracy for a child’s overall development, cognitive growth, and future learning.

TIHR IR arel RAGT 3R veh e o T faehrd, TaarelicAe gefer 3R srfasa hr e
& fore #Hiforer szt 3R GearerAshar Ft wraffAEdr & W 8

e Government schools are being upgraded with modern infrastructure, holistic
pedagogy, and other support systems.

TSR Tl 1 Iregfars giaamd o, e Rie veuia 3R 37 #grrs yonfedr @
379d1s T ST T@T B
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e With concerted efforts, the number of out-of-school children and also drop-out rates
have decreased.

IS JATHT F, Frel & AT el HT FEAm 3R 39-3m3< g% 7 FHAT 3778

e The pupil-teacher ratio has improved, and most importantly, learning outcomes have
been steadily improving.
oT-RIeTH FTITT 7 GUR §31M &, R T Hgea o7 919 Ig & 3 ey aRoma «mar
FUR BT & 2

e The NEP 2020 has introduced futuristic elements such as coding from middle school,
multidisciplinary approaches to problem-solving, and innovation hubs in rural areas.

TASHY 2020 7 HiaST-oriented dedl s 92T FohaT § S 7ew fagamers & HifSer, waear-
waTHT ¥ foT ag-frvas effeaion, 3k amsfor &t #F Farr F

e Over 10,000 Atal Tinkering Labs (ATL) are nurturing grassroot-level innovation.
10,000 & 31T+ 3ree fEFHREr dew (ATL) siT T AR = AT &= @ &

e The Government has plans to add 50,000 more ATLs with broadband Internet
connectivity in schools in the next five years.

TN & 919 31Tl a7 St 31 50,000 A ATLs Ssat T Arafet &, foreet el 7 disds
FTToIE Feifareael grm|

e These initiatives represent a fundamental reimagining of education for India’s future.
4 ggershes ! (R & sifasa & fore frewr & AT gor-Foven 1 gfafafics s §)

e In higher education, sustainable revenue models have freed universities from resource
dependency.

3o RIGT A, Tl Torea Alseq o favafdererat s Gamere [@eRar & g fhar g |

¢ India now has 11 universities in the QS World Rankings top 500, a remarkable
improvement from the past.

HRA & 918 3T 11 faeafaegmed ¢ sit QS aes ¥fhew & 500 &MY 7 311 §, 31 31dd & U
ST GUR ¢ |

e Research publications have increased by 88% since 2015, propelling India to 39 in the
Global Innovation Index, up from 76 in 2014.

eﬂtrmmﬁzomﬁ%%aﬁragﬁrgé%,mwﬁmﬁmmé@wﬁw

;zarr;rcrrvcrgm%, ST 2014 H 76 21|

e The Anusandhan-National Research Foundation is nurturing research and innovation
in collaboration with industry and academia.

ITHET-TSE ITHET BISSAT 3G IR IrFreaAt & ey Aot ever 3R Faram
T FT @/

Pa la

a
www.patrioticias.in

Language primacy

AT Y grafAwdr
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e Most significantly, the NEP has restored primacy to all Indian languages and
knowledge traditions, overcoming the decades of ‘English-first’ policies.

HEY AgcaquT 1 IE © fob oAt o Hafy STy stramait 3N #A1ed oot &t smfderar &
&, ‘3farf-srera A’ & gerehl I IR R g

e Through the Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) initiative, over 8,000 higher education
institutions have adopted IKS curricula.

AT AT YONRAT (IKS) UgeT & ATEIH T, 8,000 ¥ 31 3= Rreq F¥um=t o IKS

TSIHHA I TATIT ¢ |

o Through the Bharatiya Bhasha Pustak Yojana, 15,000 original and translated
textbooks in 22 Indian languages will be published, benefiting millions of young minds
to express themselves in their mother tongues.

HITART $TNT GEds ANarell & ATCTH U, 22 HRART A913# & 15,000 T AHR sreganfea
UTSAYETSH TRl T ST, ST AT Far fEATa T 30 ATt & 3fPegerd ey &
HeG |

e The Government’s commitment to social justice was reflected in the enactment of the

Central Educational Institutions (Reservation in Teachers’ Cadre) Act, 2019, for

reservation of teaching positions in central educational institutions for SCs, STs, and
others.

DR HT WHATAF #41 & Ui Tidaeerdr e s aeue (Rt & gal av 3mstor)
AT, 2019 & AATOT 7 2fs 713 o, f5HF SCs, STs 3R 377 F v Fi AT
TEATAT 7 fRAeT0T Uet & forw 3mReTor fear |

e The government remains focused on building a Viksit Bharat wherein education truly
liberates and empowers.

WHR AT HRT T4 ) Hfgd &, STt et T & Tadaar 3R uFdeor vera Hid
gl

e The decade ahead will withess an educational renaissance that honours India’s past
while fearlessly embracing the future.

3TeY 7ol G2 &Y GASITIROT &7 ITaTE T3, S SR o 3Tciicl T FFATT Han 3R
A T ASTAT F 3T

e India’s education system has finally broken free from colonial shadows and
ideological captivity.
R T R JoTTel =1 3R stufaafie srmst ik dafe #0Pd & gea g
oS f&em 7 FeH e & |

e It stands poised to fulfill the dreams of millions of Indians.
IE AT@T HRAGT o TI=A1 T AFHR e & [T IR ¢

e This is not merely education reform. It is the intellectual decolonisation that India has
awaited for a long time, which will catapult India into the comity of developed nations.

Ig ool e GuR 761 ¢ I8 dlefire sufadefiaor § o9 a & & g & gehfara
o &, St TR 1 R deit & wagara 3 o)
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China-India ties across the past and into the future

|Gs Paper II: India-China|
Y esterday, April 1, was the 75th anniversary

of the establishment of diplomatic

relations between China and India.
Despite the ups and downs, China-India relations
have always surged forward like the Yangtze and
the Ganges. Looking back at this extraordinary
journey, there are four inspirational factors
embedded therein that are worth drawing upon.

9l

Xu Feihong

is the Chinese
Ambassador to India

Leaders and their guidance

First, the strategic guidance of our leaders as the
‘anchor’. Over the past 75 years, the leaders of
the two countries have consistently steered the
relationship at critical historical junctures. In
1950, Chairman Mao Zedong and Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru made the historic decision of
establishing diplomatic ties — India was the first
non-socialist country to have diplomatic relations
with China. In 1988, Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi
visited China, and the two sides agreed to “look
forward”, initiating the normalisation process of
bilateral relations. Since 2013, President Xi
Jinping and Prime Minister Narendra Modi
carried out “hometown diplomacy” and rwo
informal meetings, which propelled relations into
a period of rapid development. Last October, the
leaders met in Kazan, and opened a new chapter
in relations.

Second, friendly exchanges and cooperation
form the ‘foundational fabric’ of China-India
relations. Looking back through history, our two
civilizations have flourished like twin lotuses,
interconnected and mutually illuminating. Our
two peoples have empathised with and
supported each other in the struggle for national
independence and liberation. Rabindranath
Tagore and Dr. Kotnis have become timeless
emblems of the China-India friendship. Since the
turn of the century, China and India have forged a
strategic and cooperative partnership for peace
and prosperity. Under these important
frameworks, nearly 50 dialogue mechanisms
have been established at all levels and in various
fields. Bilateral trade volume has risen from less
than $3 billion (2000) to $138.5 (2024).
Cooperation in culture, education, tourism and
other fields has expanded continuously.

Third, bridging differences through dialogue

China and India
are at a critical

stands as the ‘one and only key’ of China-India stage of national
relations. As Prime Minister Modi has said, when development,
two neighbouring countries exist, occasional and as more

disagreements are bound to happen. Even within
a family, not everything is always perfect. But our
focus is to ensure that these differences do not
turn into disputes. As two ancient civilisations,
China and India both have the wisdom and the
capacity to resolve differences through dialogue.
Faced with the boundary question left over from

partners than
rivals, should
help build a
healthy and
stable bilateral
relationship

history, they have established communication
channels such as the Special Representative
Mechanism on the China-India Boundary
Question, and strive to seek a proper solution. At
the end of last year, the two sides pushed the
border situation back to one of tranquillity
through intensive dialogue.

Fourth, working for the future of the world is
the “important mission” of relations. President Xi
Jinping once said, if China and India speak with
one voice, the whole world will listen; and if we
join hands, the whole world will pay attention.
Historically, the total economic volume of the two
countries has long accounted for half of global
GDP, making momentous contributions to human
progress. After the establishment of diplomatic
relations, China and India jointly advocated the
Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence, and
promoted the independence and the unity of
Asian and African countries. As vital members of
multilateral mechanisms such as BRICS, the
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) and the
G-20, China and India should take the common
responsibilities of safeguarding the rights and the
interests of developing countries, and upholding
multilateralism.

On the ground

As the only two major developing countries and
representatives of emerging economies,
China-India relations have become one of the
world’s most crucial bilateral relations. The
sound and stable development of bilateral
relations serves the fundamental interests of the
two peoples, meets the common aspiration of
regional countries, and is conducive to world
peace, development and prosperity.

Recently, China and India have implemented
the important consensus reached by the leaders
of the two countries. The two Foreign Ministers
have met several times on multilateral occasions.
The 23rd Special Representatives’ meeting on the
China-India Boundary Question and the Vice
Minister-Foreign Secretary Dialogue have been
held successively, reaching many points of
consensus. The two sides maintain
communications on issues of mutual concern.
There is a good momentum to bilateral economic
and trade cooperation. People-to-people
exchanges are increasing. In the first quarter of
this year, the Chinese Embassy and
Consulate-Generals in India have issued over
70,000 visas to Indian citizens. These figures fully
demonstrate the strong motivation for exchanges
and cooperation between the two countries.

It is the common will of the two peoples and
the unstoppable tide of history to advance
China-India friendship and cooperation. The

“dragon-elephant tango” is the only right choice
for both sides. We should adhere to the important
consensus reached by the two leaders, and forge
aright path for the two neighbouring major
countries to coexist in harmony and develop

hand in hand.

Steps for Beijing and New Delhi to take
First, we should build a healthy and stable
relationship. Both sides should adhere to the
strategic judgment made by the two leaders that
“China and India are partners rather than rivals,
and [pursue] development opportunities rather
than [be] threats to each other”. We should
uphold the principles of mutual respect, mutual
understanding, mutual trust, mutual
accommodation and mutual accomplishment.
We should handle differences through dialogue,
and never allow relations to be defined by the
boundary question, or let specific differences
affect the overall picture of bilateral ties, so as to
ensure that China-India relations always move
along the track of sound development.

Second, we should develop a mutually
beneficial relationship. Both China and India are
at a critical stage of national development and
revitalisation. It is our common goal to develop
the economy and improve people’s livelihood.
China is actively promoting high-quality
development and India is committed to realising
the vision of a “Viksit Bharat 2047”. We should
strengthen the alignment of our development
strategies, resume and promote exchanges and
cooperation in various fields, and push forward
the modernisation of the two countries.

Third, we should forge an internationally
cooperative China-India relationship. As
important members of the Global South, China
and India have the responsibility to jointly
safeguard the legitimate rights and the interests
of developing countries. They should also
promote an equal and orderly multipolar world
and a universally beneficial and inclusive
economic globalisation. As the rotating president
of the SCO, China is willing to work with all
parties including India to jointly hold a SCO
summit, featuring friendship, solidarity and
fruitful outcomes, and lead the SCO into a new
stage of high-quality development featuring
stronger solidarity, coordination, dynamism and
productiveness.

I believe that under the strategic guidance of
the leaders of the two countries and with the
joint efforts of people from all walks of life, China
and India will move forward steadily along the
path of jointly achieving national development
and rejuvenation and promoting the building of a
community with a shared future for mankind.

China-India ties across the past and into the future

HeT-9TRT GG 3T ¥ T HasT dF

Yesterday, April 1, was the 75th anniversary of the establishment of
diplomatic relations between China and India.
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Fel, 1 30, Nt 3R o F e Feadfas daet Fr wurger i 754t adenes

ot

Despite the ups and downs, China-India relations have always surged forward like the
Yangtze and the Ganges.

3AR-TGTE & STaog, dief-Rd T gARM JaTed 3N 11T I e 3T d¢d @ o

Looking back at this extraordinary journey, there are four inspirational factors embedded
therein that are worth drawing upon.

%Wwﬁé@ﬁg@,sﬂﬁwmaﬁﬁﬁaﬁﬁ%mmml

Leaders and their guidance

T 3R 3T ARG

First, the strategic guidance of our leaders as the ‘anchor’. Over the past 75 years, the
leaders of the two countries have consistently steered the relationship at critical
historical junctures.

UgolT, AN A3l &1 ‘ThT & §T H 0T ARG | Se 75 ast #, ar it & aAdn3it o
e Al W emdR 39 Rea Fr feem a3 &

In 1950, Chairman Mao Zedong and Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru made the historic
decision of establishing diplomatic ties — India was the first non-socialist country to have
diplomatic relations with China.

1950 H, IAXHT AT3 ST 3R FETAHAT STATEI ATl AGE o Hceilcleh HL AT el
o1 T ot form - o, et & |re sheshifass daer w1fid & arelr ggel 3R-
HFIATET 2T 2T

In 1988, Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi visited China, and the two sides agreed to “look
forward”, initiating the normalization process of bilateral relations.

1988 H, FHTAHAT Tohia el oF et T SIRT foha, 3R giAT 9&it o “3HeY S 1 feroTr
fora, forad gfaveiar Teet & AT i afhar E g3
Since 2013, President Xi Jinping and Prime Minister Narendra Modi carried out

‘hometown diplomacy” and two informal meetings, which propelled relations into a
period of rapid development.

2013 &, Irsgufer ot frafter 3R gersr= sl A F “G1Her3a geahfa” A ar
IAtTaTRE Sod H, fSregier Redt @1 Aol & e & Gl a1 garer |

Last October, the leaders met in Kazan, and opened a new chapter in relations.

ool 3rrger &, A3 7 Hoflel H Hellehlel T, AR Recll & T o741 3regry Grerm|

Friendly exchanges and cooperation

fRad srea-vere 3T ggar
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Friendly exchanges and cooperation form the ‘foundational fabric’ of China-India
relations.

e 3TETeT-YeTe 3R HehNeT Hiel-$TRe Fatil 1 MR dleT-aeT Selid & |

Our two civilizations have flourished like twin lotuses, interconnected and mutually
illuminating.

AR 2ol FIIATT SN &5 3R 3T & AT el g3 S[3al el i AXE Fell-Fell &
Our two peoples have empathised with and supported each other in the struggle for
national independence and liberation.

GAR Gl ST o ST o ASET FFATAT 3N Hiehel & FEY H Teh-g@ o Gicd HTofa{fct SIrs
3R FgaeT fRa

Rabindranath Tagore and Dr. Kotnis have become timeless emblems of the China-India
friendship.

ieretry STehT 3R 31, Hiefad dieT-sRe AT & el Ycfieh §e 97T &
Since the turn of the century, China and India have forged a strategic and cooperative
partnership for peace and prosperity.

TEY T YT &, e 3R R F i 3R TS & foT Tk Yorehfden 3R Tgehr
AR §15 &

Under these important frameworks, nearly 50 dialogue mechanisms have been
established at all levels and in various fields.

o1 AGcAYUT &al & dgd, SIaTeTeT 50 HaTe o7 Felt T 3R faffie=t 8131 7 wifia faw arw
gl

Bilateral trade volume has risen from less than $3 billion (2000) to $138.5 billion (2024).
cfauefiar SR afeg#H 3 3/ SleR (2000) ¥ ST 138.5 314 Slol (2024) &1 AT 7
Cooperation in culture, education, tourism and other fields has expanded continuously.

TR, RIET, gde 3R 31w &1 7§97 RIaR 967 ¢

Bridging differences through dialogue
ATE & ATCYH | T F e

Bridging differences through dialogue stands as the ‘one and only key’ of China-India
relations.

HTE, & ATCTH { AT T I1eaAT Neof- ARl Hetll T THAT FHoll’ 31

As Prime Minister Modi has said, when two neighbouring countries exist, occasional
disagreements are bound to happen.

ST fof TS AT A T §, 39 &F ISIAT T 8l &, af af-ah 3ragafa giar Tarenfas
gl

Even within a family, not everything is always perfect. But our focus is to ensure that
these differences do not turn into disputes.
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IgT ek o Teh IRAR & SR 871, T o gAAT WheFe 6T 81T | oAfehed HART €T 3 &1
W & o I 3R fQamet # 7 seo|

e As two ancient civilisations, China and India both have the wisdom and the capacity to
resolve differences through dialogue.

&l Teiel HIETATHT o &9 H, DA R A Sl & I Hallg o ATETH § 3R eIstTel
THST 3R AT B

o Faced with the boundary question left over from history, they have established
communication channels such as the Special Representative Mechanism on the China-
India Boundar

TOPICS COVERED GS Paper I1l: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, IS)

1. Maharashtra Pollution Control Board does not accept
that waterbodies are dying, says fishing community

HENTSE YGuOT fAIH0T 15 g FAFR g HIcT & STelmerg a7

T§ 8, ACET WAGTT &1 a4
2. Defence exports hit new record of 23,622 crore in 2024-
25

&1 faaTa & 2024-25 & 23,622 FU HT AT RIS =T

3. Rajya Sabha passes Bill for resolving airline-lessor
disputes

TSITHT A AT yeegr fAamR) & o & fav Reys
uTie far

4. From gene to wings: decoding the migration pattern of
painted lady butterflies

SieT & 9@ a: Ues Al faafeat & yaraer deet &1 RAeeyor
5. Pension woes

Yere 1 FATIIT
6. Tackling the disinformation threat in India

HRA A I I F ek & faaean
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7. Maastricht goalposts need shifting to allow Germany’s

budget boost
ATEETE MANNTE HY TG T ATIYHAT & dTfeh STHAT HT
dolc 9¢ §&

8. Top coal importers slow purchases so far in 2025

2025 H T d& AN FIIT IATTH ¥ A A FHT &

9. Battery boom drives Bangladesh lead poisoning
epidemic

Sl 1 A FiFeneer A €T Rvreradar #eER #Y sew o
10. CERN reveals plan for Large Hadron Collider’s

successor
CERN o 92 231 HIa18s & 3R & v AT Fr
gl fHar
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Maharashtra Pollution Control Board does not accept
that waterbodies are dying, says fishing community

MUMBAI

Following the February 2
report in The Hindu on In-
dustrial pollution kills ma-
rine life in Navi Mumbai,
traditional fishermen to
move High Court’, the Mah-
arashtra Pollution Control
Board (MPCB) on February
6, conducted a field visit to
Diwale creek in Navi Mum-
bai to assess the condition
of the water body. During
the visit, officials also col-
lected water samples to test
in a laboratory.

On March 4, results of
the MPCB lab test on water
samples collected from the
creek showed suspended
solids at 62 mg/l (milli-
grams per litre), biochemi-
cal oxygen demand (BOD)
at 20 mg/l, chloride at
11796.34 mg/1, chemical ox-

The water bodles are home to marine llfe migratory birds and the
only livelihood option for traditional fishermen. FILE PHOTO

ygen demand (COD) at
236 mg/1, dissolved oxygen
at 6 mg/l, and oil and
grease were found below
the detectable limit. The re-
port also showed total alka-
linity at 258 mg/1, nitrate ni-
trogen at 4.79 mg/l, and
total phosphate at 1.58
mg/1.

Following the MPCB’s re-
port, the members of Mah-

arashtra Small Scale Tradi-
tional Fish Workers Union
through Atlas Lab on March
24, 2025, conducted anoth-
er lab test, in Diwale and
Nhava Shewa creek, the re-
port of which appeared on
March 29, 2025. The test re-
ports revealed that the ap-
pearance of the water sam-
ples was grey in colour with
suspended particles (solid

materials that do not dis-
solve in water).

The total dissolved solids
were found 20998 mg/l
whereas, the requirement
is maximum 2100 mg/l.
The COD was found to be
6361 mg/l whereas the max-
imum  requirement is
250 mg/l. BOD was report-
ed 2140 mg/l whereas the
maximum requirement is
just 20 mg/1. Fecal coliform
(a sign of fecal contamina-
tion and a possible risk of
waterborne illness-
es) found was 2675 MPN
(most probably number)
per 100 ml whereas it
should not exceed 1000.

No response
MPCB officials did not res-
pond to the differences in
the report.

The water bodies that
are home to marine life, mi-

gratory birds and the only
livelihood option for the
traditional fishermen for
generations, have turned
black and left with only
dead marine life.

Members of Maharash-
tra Small Scale Traditional
Fish Workers Union wrote
to the State government,
fisheries department, envi-
ronment department, Kon-
kan and Raigad district ad-
ministration numerous
times raising the concerns
of dead marine life but in
vain.

Nandakumar Waman Pa-
war, environmentalist and
president of the organisa-
tion said, “As per MPCP,
there is no existence of any
industrial pollution in the
Diwale creek, but it is the
other way around.MPCB re-
fuses to accept that the wa-
ter bodies are dying.”

Maharashtra Pollution Control Board does not accept that
waterbodies are dying, says fishing community

HERISE YgqUT fA=0r 918 I8 FNHR 78 F3a1 fF TemRa AR E,
HET TAETT T 41

Following the February 2 report in The Hindu on ‘Industrial pollution
kills marine life in Navi Mumbai, traditional fishermen to move High

Court’, the Maharashtra Pollution Control Board (MPCB) on February
6 conducted a field visit to Diwale creek in Navi Mumbai to assess the
condition of the water body.

2 Badl #1 ' g 7 yarfara o 1t fad & itz gquor & @
SAaeT oT5€, IRINF AGHN 354 AT AN & 915, HFRTSE TGO
fa=r=ror 418 (MPCB) & 6 wiadl #Y el Hag F fara shrek &1 gk fomam arfes
ool forehrar Y Ty 1 3mrereret fonam ST @

o During the visit, officials also collected water samples to test in a laboratory.

gk & i, rfraiat & Srer a1t it o e afor wraremmer # wdiator R s %)
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e On March 4, results of the MPCB lab test on water samples from the creek showed:

4 ATE FY MPCB JaRTRITeT qiaTor & SR # $hieh & Sief wawA1 3 9rT ara:

o Suspended solids at 62 mg/l
faafaa af ggre 62 myl/

o Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD) at 20 mg/I
Stg TS s A#@T (BOD) 20 mgl/l

o Chloride at 11796.34 mg/I
FARTSS 11796.34 mg/l

o Chemical Oxygen Demand (COD) at 236 mg/I
TR TSI AT (COD) 236 mg/l

o Dissolved Oxygen at 6 mg/l
gfra 3ifisreT 6 mg/l

o Oil and grease were found below detectable limit
a 3R RFaE gar semer Iy @A F A

o Total alkalinity at 258 mg/!
&l &TRIAT 258 mg/|

o Nitrate nitrogen at 4.79 mg/l

ATSeT ATSerSd 4.79 mg/|

Total phosphate at 1.58 mg/I

Fel BIEbe 1.58 mg/l

e Following the MPCB’s report, Maharashtra Small Scale Traditional Fish Workers

Union conducted another lab test on March 24, 2025, in Diwale and Nhava Shewa
creek. The report appeared on March 29, 2025.

MPCB #I RHi€ & dTe, HERTSE FY T IRIRH AT AfAF @6 & 24 A 2025 $ fearer
3 =graT ar w7 v 3 v Tt R Rt 29 aAT 2025 Fr w1 S|
The test revealed:

q1aToT A g A AT
o Water appearance was grey with suspended particles.
STl &7 3 @7 A1 3R 30 frafaa For Algg 9
o Total dissolved solids (TDS) were found 20998 mg/l, whereas the requirement
is maximum 2100 mg/I.

Fel gfad 31 (TDS) 20998 mg/| YTAT 31T, STefeh 3Terehc# Tdiehe HAT 2100

mg/l gl
o COD was found 6361 mg/l, whereas the maximum requirement is 250 mg/I.

COD 6361 mg/| 9T 3T, STelfeh 3HTehcd Tdiehe HAT 250 mg/l &

o
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o BOD was reported 2140 mg/l, whereas the maximum requirement is just 20
mg/l.

BOD 2140 mg/| gst f&ar aram, STaifer 3iferehcia Eeiiehet a1 AT 20 mg/l &

o Fecal coliform (a sign of fecal contamination and a possible risk of waterborne
illnesses) was found at 2675 MPN per 100 ml, whereas it should not exceed
1000.

BYae PIHABIA (Hel HGYUT I Hehel A STelatioled NATRAT 1 Henfaa sifas)
2675 MPN 9fa 100 m| 91T 14T, <t Ig 1000 ¥ 31 A1 g =nfev|

No response from MPCB

MPCB & 31X & #1$ gfafsrar a8

o MPCB officials did not respond to the differences in the report.

MPCB iRt & RE & gof 37ay W FIE wfafskar a8t &

e The water bodies that are home to marine life, migratory birds, and the only
livelihood option for traditional fishermen, have turned black and left with only
dead marine life.

FAAY Shaer, yard! aferat 3 aRaRes Agamt Fr vwar arshfaesT F1 @ @ T ey
FTel U3 T § 31N 379 Faer 7d A g a3 &

e Members of Maharashtra Small Scale Traditional Fish Workers Union wrote to the
State government, fisheries department, environment department, and Konkan &

Raigad district administration numerous times raising concerns about dead marine
life, but in vain.

HERTSE oY T TRIRF AT HAF T & WEA! o TeT WK, A f31mer, gafaor
femmer 3k Fiwor vd g forem garaer A F% IR 97 fwaE R qa el shal F e R
SIS, oifehet Y§ FaTS 761 g5 |

e Nandakumar Waman Pawar, environmentalist and president of the organisation,
said, “As per MPCB, there is no existence of any industrial pollution in the Diwale
creek, but itis the other way around. MPCB refuses to accept that the water
bodies are dying.”

YATaRoIfdE 3R Herew & ITEAET AGFAR A AR o Fgl, "MPCB & H[aR feare i
# foret oft g 7 siteA e vguor AEt §, A areafdwar swd Radia §1 MPCB I
TNFR A A SAFR FT 6T § o sTemery a7 @ §1”
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‘Defence
exports hit
new record of
323,622 crore
in 2024-25

GS Paper lll: Internal

Security
NEW DELHI

The country’s defence ex-
ports have hit a new record
high of ¥23,622 crore in the
financial year (FY) 2024-25,
a growth of 12.04% over
the previous fiscal year, the
Defence  Ministry an-
nounced on Tuesday.

“An impressive growth
of ¥2,539 crore or 12.04%
has been registered in the
just-concluded FY over the
defence exports figures of
FY 2023-24, which were
321,083 crore,” Defence Mi-
nister Rajnath Singh said
on X, adding that India was
marching towards achiev-
ing the target of increasing
defence exports  to
350,000 crore by 2029.

Defence public sector
undertakings have shown
a significant increase of
42.85% in their exports in
FY2024-25, the Ministry
said. “The private sector
and DPSUs have contribut-
ed 15,233 crore and
8,389 crore, respectively,
in defence exports of 2024-
25, whereas the corres-
ponding  figures  for
FY2023-24 were 15,209
crore and 5,874 crore, res-
pectively,” it added.

The Department of De-
fence Production has a
dedicated portal for the ap-
plication and processing of
export authorisation re-
quests, and 1,762 export
authorisations were issued
in FY 2024-25, compared
with 1,507 in the preceding
year, registering a growth
0f 16.92%, it noted.
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Defence exports hit new record of ¥23,622 crore in
2024-25

&1 faaTa & 2024-25 7 ¥23,622 FA F7 7471 Rrs
ST

The country’s defence exports have hit a new record high
of ¥23,622 crore in the financial year (FY) 2024-25, a
growth of 12.04% over the previous fiscal year, the
Defence Ministry announced on Tuesday.

&er & a1 AT / R a¥ (FY) 2024-25 & 223,622 FA3 F1
o1 Rets Forram, S o Raa Rt o i gerem 7 12.04% $A
qEf¥ §, I T FAAT o HIAGR H 90T A

. “An impressive growth of ¥2,539 crore or 12.04% has been registered in
the just-concluded FY over the defence exports figures of FY 2023-24, which
were ¥21,083 crore,” Defence Minister Rajnath Singh said on X, adding that
India was marching towards achieving the target of ¥50,000 crore defence
exports by 2029.

"%2,539 FZ AT 12.04% Y yerraerel gefer grer & ¥ waAred gU faeiar a¥ ¥ gof
#$r 1S, STafer FY 2023-24 & T&T1 fAaia 21,083 FA8 A7," &7 H3Y AT g o X
TR Fgl| 3giet Tg HY AT foh IR 2029 da T50,000 FA3 6T AATT & o187 Y
IR TG @

. Defence public sector undertakings (DPSUs) have shown a
significant increase of 42.85% in their exports in FY 2024-25, the Ministry
said.

T&TT ATaSIfas &1 Y $H1SAT (DPSUs) o FY 2024-25 H 39 faTd & 42.85% &Y
HEcaqoT gEfer gof HY, HATT 7 FT|

. “The private sector and DPSUs have contributed ¥15,233 crore and
8,389 crore, respectively, in defence exports of 2024-25, whereas the
corresponding figures for FY 2023-24 were ¥15,209 crore and ¥5,874 crore,
respectively,” it added.

"farsht &Y 3t DPSUs & FY 2024-25 # Ta1r forata & saren: 215,233 #E 3l
8,389 FUZ FT ANNET AT," STafh FY 2023-24 H A TS HAA: T15,209 FU3
3R 5,874 FOT A" I AT I
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The Department of Defence Production has a dedicated portal for the application
and processing of export authorisation requests, and 1,762 export authorisations

were issued in FY 2024-25, compared with 1,507 in the preceding year, registering a

Rajya Sabha passes
Bill for resolving
airline-lessor dlsputes

GS Paper llI: Aviation

Sector
NEW DELHT

The Rajya Sabha on Tues-
day passed the Protection
of Interests in Aircraft Ob-
jects Bill, 2025 that seeks to
turn into law provisions of
an international treaty go-
verning disputes between
airlines and lessors of air-
craft and engines.

Referring to past dis-
putes over unpaid dues to
lessors, such as those in-
volving SpiceJet and the
now-defunct Go First that
emanated from challenges
in interpreting the Cape
Town Convention and Pro-
tocol by courts in the ab-
sence of a uniform legisla-
tion posing a roadblock for
lessors who could not re-
possess their aircraft and
remove them from the
country, Civil Aviation Mi-
nister K. Rammohan Naidu
told the Rajya Sabha,
“With this Bill, we aim to
bring much-needed clarity.
We hope it will provide a
significant boost to the
leasing industry, which is
the need of the hour. The
industry urgently requires
this legislation.”

The Minister also under-
lined that with the Bill pro-
viding “security” for the
lessor and lessee, the air-
lines have informed him
that leasing costs were ex-
pected to decline by 8-10%,

K. Rammohan Naidu

which he maintained
would also have a trickle-
down advantage for pas-
sengers because of lower
airfares.

He said over 86% of the
nearly 850 aircraft in the
fleet of various domestic
airlines were leased. Air-
lines often lease aircraft
from a third party instead
of outright purchase in or-
der to preserve liquidity.

The Bill recognises the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) as the
authority that can issue ne-
cessary directions for im-
plementing the provisions
of the Convention.

The Cape Town Conven-
tion is an international
treaty that aims to standar-
dise transactions involving
movable property, particu-
larly high-value assets like
aircraft, engines, and heli-
copters, to ensure credi-
tors can enforce their
rights in case of default.

TR gl
The Minister highlighted that the Bill would provide security for lessors and lessees,
and airlines expected leasing costs to decline by 8-10%, which would ultimately

growth of 16.92%, it noted.
T&TT 3cdTeet fasTmar o ure faraTer wiftrsaor st & forw v garfda o @, 3k FY 2024-

25 # 1,762 AaTa wftreor S fFw o, Sefe Noe ¥ & 38 w&3r 1,507 A, Saa
16.92% Y FEfer got Y 7S, T§ Seod fohar I

Rajya Sabha passes Bill for resolving
airline-lessor disputes

AIHHT o FAATAT qeegR Ramer & wATTT &
fore dae gk fFar

e The Rajya Sabha on Tuesday passed the Protection of
Interests in Aircraft Objects Bill, 2025, which aims to turn
international treaty provisions into law to govern disputes
between airlines and lessors of aircraft and engines.

TSAHHT =1 FAIAR I fAATT a3t 7 et i geaw e, 2025
i fona, foraenT g fee 3k g91a & yeeert 3k vesa &
e et 1 fafia F@ & e srawrsdr aftr yraumt & Fega &
qEelT &

o Referring to past disputes over unpaid dues to lessors, such as
those involving SpiceJet and the now-defunct Go First, Civil
Aviation Minister K. Rammohan Naidu said the absence of

uniform legislation hindered lessors from repossessing their
aircraft.

ARTR 35541 Al F. WAAIG AS o FAFAAC X 37 95 8 TH
M HEFE ST TR A I3 HfATd Fhrm famer 7 oo F:d §u
T foh T THTA HTefel I HTIRUTT & HROT IeeR 9= A= A
qIH A A HEAL T

e He said, "With this Bill, we aim to bring much-needed clarity.
We hope it will provide a significant boost to the leasing
industry, which is the need of the hour."

3giel gl, "5H TAUa® & JANT g ATy TIsedl oATeT gTgd 81 g/
3+H1E § 7 I8 9ge 9N & arel 35ANT HY I3T WeHTgT o, I A Y

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page54



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

lower airfares for passengers.

#lt & ST o T fadTes geeart AR frueert & fore geeat yerer wem, 3 wReEw
&I 371G § T 92 Y aNTa 8-10% d% wA gft, o il & faw gard e & wat
et

e He mentioned that over 86% of the nearly 850 aircraft in domestic airlines' fleets
were leased, as leasing helps airlines maintain liquidity.

3ogiel ST foh B TARAATSH & Sarsrar 850 ATt 7 & 86% ¥ 3 e W fAw arw §,
TS TEeT JoTTell TIRATEH Y Ahd) TaTg IATC I@A A HAeg FIdl ¢
e The Billrecognises the Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) as the

authority responsible for issuing necessary directions to implement the treaty
provisions.

9o AR 3gs9e AgIfAATeT (DGCA) FY a8 MRAFIOT AT €, ST JfY yraemat &y
AL FA F AT Iraeas Rar-fader s T gwar g

e The Cape Town Convention is an international treaty designed to standardise
transactions involving high-value movable property like aircraft, engines, and
helicopters, ensuring creditors can enforce their rights in case of default.

FY T3 FodleT Uh FAAOT T 8, [T 3682 A, gorer 3R dehereex ok
3°9-Apd Aferiter FUfRr & dT-3T F AHIHT F31 3R Bwiee Hf Ryl 7 A A
39e ATAFR ] FA A WaTH qelrett ¢ |
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From gene to wings: decoding the migration
pattern of painted lady butterflies

For many years, scientists had difficulty studying insect migration because of their size and inability to track their movement thanks to technological limitations; however, a
boom in genomics and the development of tracking technologies in miniature has since allowed researchers to delve into it with astounding precision

IGS Paper |
MoEnvironmen
ome plants, like snapdragons,
can produce a wide range of
colourful flowers. The difference
between two flowers of different
colours can be elicited by comparing their
genomes and spotting the differences
there, according to Daria Shipilina, a
researcher at the Institute of Science and
Technology Austria.

As an evolutionary biologist, Ms.
Shipilina is fascinated by how genes in an
organism’s genome contribute to its
observable traits, or phenotypes. A
phenotype is a physical, biological, or
behavioural characteristic shaped by
genetics as well as environmental factors.
Examples include skin and hair colour in
humans, vocal behaviour among birds,
and the migratory patterns of some
animals.

“Migration is a very complex
phenotype,” according to Ms. Shipilina.
“With colors, it's quite easy — we see it
with our eyes.” But migration is a
complex adaptation that involves traits
such as migratory timing, orientation,
distance covered, and wing shape and
size.

Insect in the blindspot
For many years, scientists struggled to
study insect migration due to their small
size and inability to track their movement
thanks to technological limitations. But a
boom in genomics and the development
of tracking technologies in miniature has
allowed researchers like Shipilina to delve
into insect migration with astounding
precision. Taking advantage of the new
tools at her disposal, Ms. Shipilina has
been studying if there are both

behaves as one,” Ms. Shipilina said.

Over deserts and seas

The painted lady butterfly is known for its
remarkable ability to thrive in diverse
climates, from temperate grasslands to
deserts, and is found on every continent
except Antarctica and South America.

Scientists have previously tracked this
butterfly traveling up to 15,000 km in a
single migratory cycle, one of the longest
insect migrations on the earth.

And unlike birds, which often return to
the same breeding grounds at the end of
their journeys, the painted lady follows a

It sonal migrati

short-distance and long-distance migrants
among butterflies as there are among
birds by phenotyping them.

“For birds, we know a lot — we
understand their migration routes and
how genes control their migratory
behaviour in some species,” Ms. Shipilina
said. “We know practically nothing about
insects and specifically the genomics of
insect migration ¢ ively.”

cycle,
meaning no single individual completes
the entire journey. Ms. Shipilina called it a
“family business”: each cycle spans eight
to 10 generations, with each butterfly
living for two to four weeks on average.
The researchers, who are currently
pursuing a project called ‘Butterfly
Migration,’ observed the migration and
behaviour of the butterflies from locations

In a study published recently in the
journal PNAS Nexus, her team of
researchers from institutes in Austria,
Benin, Canada, Senegal, Spain, and
Sweden reported that short- and
long-distance migrants among painted
lady butterflies (Vanessa cardui) don’t
have significant genetic differences
between them. Instead, the distances
across which each member migrates
appears to be influenced by
environmental conditions.

This is unusual. “Most migration
genomic studies have focused on birds.
But butterflies behave differently: they are
a moving population that genetically

in Benin, Senegal, Morocco, Spain,
Portugal, and Malta. They collected data
over many years of the migration, mating,
and other behaviours as the insects
moved seasonally between Europe and
North Africa.

In spring, painted ladies migrate north
from the Sahara desert, crossing the
Mediterranean into southern Europe,
where they breed. By late summer and
autumn, their offspring begin the
southward return, flying across Spain and
Italy back to North Africa.

“They are very strong flyers and are
capable of developing very high speeds
and flying very high,” Ms. Shipilina said,

The painted lady follows a multi-generational migration cycle, meaning no single individual letes the entire journey. (CCBY-SA4.0)

ee

Most migration genomic studies
have focused on birds. But butterflies
behave differently: they are a
moving population that genetically
behaves as one

adding that their thoracic muscles are
akin to those of a bodybuilder, with
several adaptations for long-distance
flight. To understand their places of
origin, the researchers captured the
butterflies at the end of their life cycle and
analysed their wings.

Answers in isotopes
The butterflies’ wings retain stable

distance covered by each butterfly.
Genetic analysis revealed that short-

istinct genetic groups. Instead, they
belonged to a single interbreeding
population, Ms. Shipilina said.

The study also found that wing size and
shape didn’t seem to affect the migration
distance. The findings also challenged an
assumption that higher wing wear
suggests greater distance: some painted
ladies estimated to have traveled 4,000
km had minimal wing-wear.

Comings and goings

The study has raised new questions for
Ms. Shipilina and her team. Their future
research will explore whether butterflies
from distant regions, such as the U.K. and
Japan, bear genetic differences and how

isotopes of hyd and

absorbed from the food and water they
consume as larvae. Because the wings are
lly inactive, they preserve the
gnature of their birthplace.

Thus, the researchers analysed the
ratios of the isotopes in the wings of
specimens. Since different isotopes
degrade at different rates, their relative
abundance is a signature. The challenge
here, according to Ms. Shipilina, is finding
out “where on the planet this
combination of two stable isotopes is
found.”

The team used European and North
African isoscapes, maps of the
distribution of isotopes of hydrogen and
strontium. Then based on where the
researchers found the butterflies and
from the places of their origin determined
using the isoscapes, they estimated the

in painted ladies looks like in
other parts of the world, especially in
different environmental conditions.

“But for now, butterfly migratory
genomics is not sufficiently described at
all,” Ms. Shipilina said. By expanding both
genetic and isotopic research, scientists
hope to better understand how
environmental conditions shape insect
migration and how these patterns may
shift in response to climate change.

Ms. Shipilina added that she believes
insect migration will genetically be “quite
different” from how migration works in
birds. “And I really hope these two will
coexist (()gt‘lht'l’ SO we can compare, can
mix and match, find similarities, and
differences.”

(Monika Mondal is a freelance science
and environment journalist.
a.monikamondal@gmail.com)

THE GIST

Researchers found that short
and long-distance migrants
among painted lady
butterflies don't have
significant genetic differences.
Instead, the distances across
which each member migrates
appears to be influenced by
environmental conditions

v

The painted lady is known for
its ability to thrive in diverse
climates, and is found on
every continent except
Antarctica and South America.
Scientists have tracked this
butterfly traveling up to
15,000 km in a single
migratory cycle

v

Scientists hope to understand
how environmental conditions
shape insect migration and
how these may shift in
response to climate change.
Researchers believe that
insect migration will
genetically be ‘quite different’
from migration in birds

From gene to wings: decoding the migration pattern of

painted lady butterflies
ST & 9@ & 423 3! faafaat & varae Yeat &1 faeawor

For many years, scientists had difficulty studying insect migration
due to their small size and technological limitations in tracking their
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movement.
ﬁﬁw,amﬁmmmmwmﬁmgé,ﬁ%a
BIE IFR & 21 § 3T awedrhr Warsit & FRor 37 afafaftat # & Fw
AR 4Tl

A boom in genomics and miniature tracking technologies has now enabled
researchers to study insect migration with astounding precision.

Senfaera # warfer 31 waar SRher awrelient & f9ma & 31T Merehd T3l @1 3Te3d Weisa &
T FTE TATHA FT HEIAA FI H Heg, Aol ¢

Genetics and Phenotypes

3regafAhY 3R o fareryan?

Some plants, like snapdragons, produce a wide range of colorful flowers, with
differences in color linked to variations in their genomes.

Fo 1Y, S FHugere, faffes @ & o Seaeet FX FFd 8, 3R W@ F R 39 ST #
Hise Rafaeransit & Fwor gyt 3

Daria Shipilina, a researcher at the Institute of Science and Technology Austria,
studies how genes contribute to observable traits (phenotypes).

sTRaT RffT, 3 3iifeear & aEw s datare s¥diege H ushdT §, I8 Ieadst
el § o Sfter Sftal & e arer ot (RetersT) # $& A & )

A phenotype refers to physical, biological, or behavioral traits shaped by both
genetics and environmental factors.

PIATeET 7 318 & AR, S, a1 saagie Ior, St arega iy st gafavoia R
3t @ wanfRa B &

Examples include skin and hair color in humans, vocal behavior in birds, and
migratory patterns in animals.

S8 3aTe0T ¢ ATsAl 7 e 3 arail &1 Tor, uferat & eafer sqaer, 3R Serat & varwsr
Y|

Migration is considered a very complex phenotype, involving traits such as migratory
timing, orientation, distance covered, and wing shape and size.

YaTHe Ueh agdl STieel BT Al ST &, fSrae yare 1 @@, feem, g, 3ik 9@t &
TR T ITFREHY MTHA gt §

Challenges in Studying Insect Migration

FIE YA & HEIAT H Al
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Scientists struggled to study insect migration due to their small size and tracking
difficulties.

éaﬁﬁaﬁﬁtwmﬂmmmﬁmgé,mﬁﬁ:amm*m%aﬁr
3t arfafafert &t & e ARwer am|

Recent advances in genomics and miniature tracking devices have allowed
researchers like Shipilina to analyze insect migration with high precision.

gTel &1 7 Shenfaew F werfa 31K s ERFer 3TN & fara & i St et
I I TaTA FT HElSh fAAAYT A H A (Al g

Discoveries in Butterfly Migration

fadel yare # @

Researchers investigated whether butterflies, like birds, have both short-distance
and long-distance migrants.

AETeRAT3T o Tg eageT fohan o faafoat & off afdt Mg e i ah g &
yare gkt 2|

In a study published in PNAS Nexus, researchers from Austria, Benin, Canada,
Senegal, Spain, and Sweden found that painted lady butterflies (Vanessa cardui)

have no significant genetic differences between short- and long-distance
migrants.

PNAS Nexus & YahITRId Ueh 3ETTT H, HiTeear, afaeT, warst, dsiorer, ¥ 31K Tz &
QMEThT3T o T fo 92 A faafedt (Vanessa cardui) # 81 3R o« gt & vt &
T 1§ AgcaqUt ATafAF AT AL B

Instead, migration distances in painted lady butterflies are influenced by
environmental conditions rather than genetics.

mm,ﬁﬁaﬁﬁaﬁﬁﬁmﬁq&m@ﬁm#mmm#
genfaa et #1

This is unusual, as most migration studies focus on birds, which show distinct
genetic differences between short- and long-distance migrants.

Ig FATHIY &, F1Teh AR JarieT 3regyT gfral W Higa ala & B o 3k o«
gt & garfaal & T FUse ITTa RS e’ g

Shipilina stated, "Butterflies behave differently; they are a moving population that
genetically behaves as one."

AR & &gT, " fAafadT 39T ag ¥ ¥9gR FId §; a‘wawhgémﬁ%,aﬁ
HITERIT T & T St SaeR Ft Bl

Over deserts and seas

YAEaml AR FHE F IR

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page5 8



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

e The painted lady butterfly is known for its remarkable ability to thrive in diverse
climates, from temperate grasslands to deserts, and is found on every continent
except Antarctica and South America.

43 AL forarelt 319l I3 averen & e SiTelt sielt § o a1 fafdesr Srerarg # vt @l
¢, SN #AEAH O & Al @ dT IREaE a%, 3R I & AvTediT W 9t St
e e 3R iAo AR F SEH|

e Scientists have previously tracked this butterfly traveling up to 15,000 km in a single
migratory cycle, one of the longest insect migrations on Earth.

hﬁﬁﬁq@ﬁsﬂﬁaﬁrﬁm,oooﬁwﬁmwmﬁg@m%m%, ST g2dl oY Jed
el e yarai # § T ¢
e Unlike birds, which often return to the same breeding grounds at the end of their

journeys, the painted lady follows a multi-generational migration cycle, meaning no
single individual completes the entire journey.

afért & faadia, St 31T 319el AT o 37l H TET oTeleT €U diled &, 9es o3 fadell v
HEE)- ST TATHT e 1 TTeled el ¢, TN IS 3T Tehel TP QU AT G 7T T

e Ms. Shipilina called it a "family business": each cycle spans eight to 10 generations,
with each butterfly living for two to four weeks on average.

A RAREAT o 58 " aRae SR Hgh: Icds Ish 316 ¥ 10 DAt d her grar g,

3R TR el itadae & & IR edig d Shifad Wwar &1

e Researchers studying the butterfly migration, as part of the ‘Butterfly Migration’
project, observed the migration and behaviour of butterflies from locations in Benin,
Senegal, Morocco, Spain, Portugal, and Malta.

fadelT TaTHeT ST 31T HIaA dTel ATRATHT o ‘TeIFATS ATZAAT IRASAT & g
afrer, Qerer, ARFSY, T, G 3 ATeer # faaferat & gars 3R sgagr &1
37dcllchel ThaT|

e They collected data over many years on the butterflies' migration, mating, and other
behaviours as they moved seasonally between Europe and North Africa.

3ogie s aul deh fadierdl & JaTdsT, FoleleT, 31T 37T cTagRl W 3¢T Uehd fohar, 9 O
T 3R 3T IPYHT o frer ANTHT &7 F AT AT &

e In spring, painted ladies migrate north from the Sahara desert, crossing the
Mediterranean into southern Europe, where they breed.

THd A, 4¢3 81 faafarar werT IAEAreT & 303 1 3R 9o i §, T §ER &l 9]
aﬂﬁgtrafﬁvﬁu@trﬁqga‘cﬁ% STET & JoTelel T &

e By late summer and autumn, their offspring begin the southward return, flying
across Spain and Italy back to North Africa.

Tt A ARG F & 3T Ioh, 3oTeh qAST SFAIOT Y HR dltedt oot §, T 3R Tl IR
35T gU aTo 36T IR S B

e Ms. Shipilina mentioned that they are very strong flyers and are capable of developing
very high speeds and flying very high.

Pa la
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A RN 7 gt o § ageT FoTq 3za1 areh faaferat § 3R sgd 3= aifay god o<
Fehell § 3R Tga 3 33 Aol &

Their thoracic muscles are similar to those of a bodybuilder, with several adaptations
for long-distance flight.

3eTeh BTt T ATHARAAT Teh FTSIfaesT Sl ATFATAGT & FATT BIcll 8, R el gl A 331
& oI &S 3efeholeT 81 & |

To understand their places of origin, researchers captured the butterflies at the end of
their life cycle and analyzed their wings.

3eTh 3T TYTAT T THST & folv, erahdi3it o fadferal & 3% shad o & AT &
Uehgad 3eTch U@! ol fa2eiyoT foham|

Answers in isotopes

SR A 3

The butterflies’ wings retain stable isotopes of hydrogen and strontium absorbed from
the food and water they consume as larvae.

faafert & T grgiere 3R weifeas F RUT MsAeITH F 970 W €, 5 F @&t & &9
H 39 #ieTeT 3R arelr & 31T e §

Since the wings are metabolically inactive, they preserve the isotopic signature of
their birthplace.

I 7@ TaTIeT w9 & AT g €, 3 319e ImsEee gFane S GiEd WWd 7
Researchers analyzed the ratios of isotopes in the wings of specimens.

AR o AT o TET 7 ITFHIEITH & HUTd T TARATOT R

Different isotopes degrade at different rates, and their relative abundance serves as a
signature.

fafdieer srsarccr faffes @ o gea €, 3iR 3 aTdar Tovar U gEcER & &9 &
ERG Y

The challenge is finding where on the planet this combination of two stable
isotopes is found.

Telch g & T 77 &Y R 3msweicw &1 Waeret 78 W Fg1 9T A1 ¢ |

The team used European and North African isoscapes, maps of the distribution of
isotopes of hydrogen and strontium.

& o TU 3R 3R IYRY ITFRIERTH T 39T 3, S gregiere 3R FEieaHA &
ARy & faaRoT & AT £

Based on the locations where the butterflies were found, the researchers estimated the
distance covered by each butterfly using the isoscapes.

31 TUTEAT & ITUR 9T 5181 fadfordr g1s 918, eerehc 3t & Tede farerelt gary a& & 7 gt
T JHTHTST ST, ST JTSHREHTH o ATETH F FohaT a1 |
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o Genetic analysis revealed that short- and long-distance painted ladies do not form
distinct genetic groups, but belong to a single interbreeding population.

3Te7a e FARRNoT & Ig e 3177 o B 3R oelt gt iy 93 AL faaferat arerer
A TAF G AE! SoiTchl, Sfeeh I Teh FAarer e wrgererT 1 REaT g

e The study also found that wing size and shape did not seem to affect the migration
distance.

3T A I $fr ura aray T 9@ FT IR AR T TAEeT gt 1 FHIA 76T el Tl

g3l
9

e The study challenged the assumption that greater wing wear suggests greater
distance, as some butterflies estimated to have traveled 4,000 km showed minimal
wing wear.

3T o H YR & FeAleht & o 3rftres vt &1 forema el gt 1 Wb e 8, i
%o T feral St 4,000 Rt AT et 71 IAT 8, 38 ~gaan ua foramg |

Comings and goings
3ATAT-SITeAT

e The study has raised new questions for Ms. Shipilina and her team.
T eI o A RARferer 3R 3961 & & forv 57w garer 3a1v 2|

o Future research will explore whether butterflies from distant regions, such as the U.K.
and Japan, show genetic differences and how migration in painted ladies looks in
other parts of the world, especially in different environmental conditions.

AT # fehT 1T QNer & g Tl STaTT ST b AT . 3R SATATT S GIEY &71
foraforl smegafiie femrant feard 8 31K des A8 faafesl &1 vares g & s feea
#, fady vu & Raffes vafavoir aRfeufaat 7 &ar ewar g

¢ Insect migration is not sufficiently described yet, and researchers hope to expand
genetic and isotopic research to understand how environmental conditions shape
insect migration and its response to climate change.

FIe YarET & 37 g 9T T F afoTd 187 fhar I §, 3T eereraT 3Ffle Fa g fr a
ITeTa I 3R IMFARAF aver 1 FaecRa 331 Arfer T8 ToHsT @ o waavoiir
Rt e Jarae S Ha yenfad el & 3R I8 Srearyg aRade & Siard # 53 seo

Hehell &

e Ms. Shipilina believes that insect migration will be genetically quite different from
bird migration and hopes that both will coexist, allowing for comparison, matching, and
understanding of similarities and differences.

A RN AT & 6 e garast sheT T & g 7o 819 Tadt gara= § 31K 3¢
370G ¢ o QXel Uk wrr @, e Jore, fRernst iR Arerard aur fiestad gash s
GehalT|
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Pension woes

The Centre must bring in transparency
in scrutiny of pension claims
T he Standing Committee of Parliamentar-

ians on Labour, Textiles and Skill Deve-

lopment, in its report on the 2025-26 de-
mands for grants to the Union Ministry of Labour
and Employment, has rightly reiterated the ur-
gent need to revise the minimum monthly pen-
sion of 31,000 for member-pensioners under the
Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation (EP-
FO). This amount, fixed in August 2014 under the
Employees’ Pension Scheme (EPS) of 1995, has
remained unchanged for over a decade. Ironical-
ly, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)-led govern-
ment continues to take credit for the pension
hike in 2014, though it merely implemented a de-
cision announced earlier by the Congress-led Un-
ited Progressive Alliance (UPA) regime. Back in
2014, when the UPA proposed the 1,000 mini-
mum pension, the BJP, which was in the Opposi-
tion, criticised the move as insufficient. Its senior
leader, Prakash Javadekar, called it a “pittance™
and demanded a hike to at least ¥3,000.

At present, the government allocates an aver-
age of ¥980 crore annually for minimum pension
payments. This figure needs to be tripled in order
to make it a meaningful increase. Additionally,
the Centre contributes 1.16% of wages (capped at
a 15,000 monthly wage ceiling) towards the EPS
corpus — an amount revised to ¥9,250 crore for
2024-25 and expected to cross 10,000 crore in
2025-26. The government’s argument is that it
cannot afford a further financial burden, but feas-
ible suggestions to manage the additional expen-
diture have been submitted to the Labour and Fi-
nance Ministries and the EPFO. Equally
concerning is the EPFO’s handling of applications
from those opting for pensions based on higher
wages. Many applicants, now receiving demand
notices requiring contributions amounting to
several lakhs of rupees, have been left in the dark
about their entitled pension amounts and ar-
rears. In several cases, applicants have had to re-
ly on their online accounts to track updates, as
the EPFO has failed to issue any official communi-
cation. Instead of providing clarity, applicants
are expected to calculate their expected pension
through a portal-based calculator that comes
with a disclaimer and no assurance of accuracy.
The situation is worse for member-pensioners
from exempted establishments, where authori-
ties have summarily rejected applications for
higher pension and even stopped previously
sanctioned higher pensions without proper ex-
planation. The Union government must initiate
comprehensive stakeholder consultations, take
steps to increase the monthly pension and en-
sure the fair treatment of all member-pensioners.

Pension woes
ereT Y FATIT

The Standing Committee of Parliamentarians on
Labour, Textiles and Skill Development, in its
report on the 2025-26 demands for grants to the
Union Ministry of Labour and Employment, has
rightly reiterated the urgent need to revise the
minimum monthly pension of ¥1,000 for member-
pensioners under the Employees’ Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO).

HE & A, 967 3R Fherer Rew ) wurh afafa &
S R VSR FATT FY 2025-26 F fAT 3reperer Al
9T 9=t Rate F @t i § wewg-dereruriat & faw
1,000 HY 7T AITAS TR0 Y FNAT FA
dcehTel 3TaRTHT FT AT B

e This amount, fixed in August 2014 under the Employees’
Pension Scheme (EPS) of 1995, has remained unchanged for over a
decade.

Ig T, ST 3 2014 FH FHARY T2 JS1AT (EPS) 1995 & dgd aF
&1 315 o, T gere T 3OS IAT § 39Rafdd W &

e lronically, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)-led government
continues to take credit for the pension hike in 2014, though it merely
implemented a decision announced earlier by the Congress-led
United Progressive Alliance (UPA) regime.

TS I & fo sl Srerar arét (BJP) Aiqfed aTell ¥R 2014 H
URIST GE & T AT of T B, BTcAioh 38 Shelol FIAH-Acfed aTell HIF
yarfarefier AT (UPA) 2THT SaRT Ugel BN fAuTr sht ofra fora 2|

e Backin 2014, when the UPA proposed the 1,000 minimum
pension, the BJP, which was in the Opposition, criticised the move as
insufficient.

2014 #, ST UPA & 1,000 & T S21el &7 JE&d1a @1, af faqat 7 S8 BIP o1 30
Wﬁmmggﬁmwml

e lts senior leader, Prakash Javadekar, called it a “pittance” and demanded a hike to at

least ¥3,000.
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SHeh TS icll, THIA ATASHT o1 8 "BICT A" el R HF § A 3,000 e g o
HTIT 1 2|

o At present, the government allocates an average of €980 crore annually for minimum
pension payments.

TAHATS H, TR 7GTAH U ATl & fIT aceT €980 FU3 arf¥er Jmafed sl 1
e This figure needs to be tripled in order to make it a meaningful increase.
$H 3HTehs I Ueh HTYh FE e Seilel & ToIT dffeT T[T FeTed hl HTaLTehell ¢ |

o Additionally, the Centre contributes 1.16% of wages (capped at a ¥15,000 monthly
wage ceiling) towards the EPS corpus — an amount revised to ¥9,250 crore for 2024-
25 and expected to cross ¥10,000 crore in 2025-26.

5% fafed, g 1.16% ASEI (315,000 AT dcfsl HIAT deh) FHART G2A=T Ast=iT
(EPS) 1Y & AaTeTel il & — A 2024-25 & T 29,250 FANS dsh TAMAT 1 315 § 3R
2025-26 H 10,000 F FT IR e $T 37HIE ¢

o The government’s argument is that it cannot afford a further financial burden, but
feasible suggestions to manage the additional expenditure have been submitted to the
Labour and Finance Ministries and the EPFO.

TGN &1 I ¢ o ag 3R 310 i ey 5787 3a1 ahvd, dfest 3rfaRea @9 & yefaa
A & [T caragTRes Foira 4% 3R e Farerat 3 EPFO T |y 71w 8|

o Equally concerning is the EPFO’s handling of applications from those opting for
pensions based on higher wages.

AT ¥9 § dreeis I8 & I EPFO 3T ddd W TR U & ToIT 31T et arali
% 3T & fFT YR & T @I &

e Many applicants, now receiving demand notices requiring contributions amounting to
several lakhs of rupees, have been left in the dark about their entitled pension amounts
and arrears.

FS 3Tdeh, ST 3T AT@T TIF S AIIGTeT hT HIIT el aTel AlTeH UTed I 3B &, 9T a1
TereT ATAAT 3R ThrT AR & IR H 31N # I8 U v g

e In several cases, applicants have had to rely on their online accounts to track updates,
as the EPFO has failed to issue any official communication.

$S ATHS H, ITAGhT T AT HTTATSA WTAT ATARRI BT TERT oIl UST &, FATTeh EPFO ¥
A1 ARG TdTe, STRY =T 7 fawer W&

e Instead of providing clarity, applicants are expected to calculate their expected pension
through a portal-based calculator that comes with a disclaimer and no assurance of
accuracy.

TISEAT Feled el oh SoTTd, JTdeehi ¥ Ig 3FeTe & Siiell § foh 3 diéar-3muia Fasaet &
ATEGH W 379 37AT8TT G2IeT T HeTATT o1amTC, e Ueh Irediaor giam & 31 e &
IS IREY LT grei |

e The situation is worse for member-pensioners from exempted establishments, where

authorities have summarily rejected applications for higher pension and even stopped
previously sanctioned higher pensions without proper explanation.
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et 37 Aewg-SererenRat & fore 3 off o &, S ge wrea wfasemait @ €, St
JTRRIRET o 3T GRreT o foIT 31deeT st ieTed & & 3redieh Y feam § 3R e 3faa
FISEIOT & Ygol Tdiehel 3o URIeT ol off Ueh feaT &

e The Union government must initiate comprehensive stakeholder consultations, take
steps to increase the monthly pension and ensure the fair treatment of all member-
pensioners.

AT THER T SAIF RaTRe T IF FT AT, AT JereT Fg1e & fore Fig
3oTa TIfET 3R Tl Ferg-URAenRAt & ATy fAsget caagR GiATRed i =g
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Tackling the disinformation threat in India

|GS Paper lll: Cyber Security |

he World Economic

Forum’s (WEF) Global

Risks Report 2025

underscores
misinformation and
disinformation as the highest
ranked short-term global threat.
The WEF defines “global risk” as
an event that can adversely affect
a sizeable portion of the
population, the global GDP, and
natural resources. The rapid rise
of Al-generated content,
algorithmic biases, and deep
societal divides are making it
harder than ever to separate facts
from deception.

Information disorder

India, poised to surpass 900
million Internet users, would find
itself vulnerable without proper
policy implementation to combat
disinformation, with its diverse
political and social landscape
creating fertile ground for
manipulated narratives, voter
influence, and economic
disruption. The crisis isn’t just
political; it fuels consumer
boycotts, economic conflicts, and
international tensions. Adding to
the chaos, public trust in legacy
media is dwindling, and both
political actors and non-state
entities are exploiting this gap to
push propaganda. With trust in
mainstream media declining,
citizens are relying more on social
media for news. This shift has
resulted in a significant number of
users forwarding unverified
information, often believing it to
be accurate simply because it
comes from friends or family. With
former U.S. President Joe Biden’s
warning of an emerging “tech
oligarchy”, the world’s largest
democracy shouldn’t wait any
further to come up with important
policy changes such as the
European Union’s Digital Services
Act to combat Disinformation and
Foreign Information Manipulation
and Interference (FIMI).

With prominent politicians and
national parties’ social media
accounts actively sharing deep
fakes and unverified information,
India is grappling with an

Abhishek Roy
Choudhury

Former Consultant at
KPMG India and at
the Ministry of
Environment, Forest
and Climate Change,
Government of India

This challenge
goes beyond
technologys it is
a test of shared
democratic
values and
threatens our
collective ability
to uphold truth,
unity, and
equality

escalating information disorder.
As a rising global power, India has
faced persistent Chinese
disinformation threats since the
2017 Doklam standoff, prompting
the ban of over 300 Chinese apps,
including TikTok, to curb foreign
interference. A study by the Indian
School of Business and the
CyberPeace Foundation reveals
that political disinformation
accounts for 46%, followed by
general issues (33.6%) and
religious content (16.8%).
Platforms such as Weibo,
operating within China, have been
actively trying to propagate a
distorted image of India. The risks
could escalate if Meta ends
fact-checking partnerships, as
seen in the U.S. The youth
dividend of India is facing a
growing threat from false
information, as a survey report
revealed. The Global Risks Report
2025 perceives that people in
high-income countries are more
concerned about disinformation
risks in the coming years than
those in lower-income nations
with some exceptions. If Indian
citizens fail to recognise how
disinformation deepens political
and societal divides, the
consequences could be severe for
the democratic and social fabric.

Recommended measures

The Global Risks Report 2025
recommends measures such as
upskilling developers working
with algorithms, improving public
awareness and digital literacy, and
ensuring accountability through
supervisory boards and Al
councils to oversee Generative Al
practices. Initiatives like Shakti -
India Election Fact-Checking
Collective, and the Deepfake
Analysis Unit, played a role in
tackling disinformation during the
2024 general elections. With
almost 400 million Facebook and
over 500 million WhatsApp users,
India stands as the largest market
for social media platforms. By
capitalising on this market power,
regulatory bodies can push big
tech towards positive policy
changes to tackle disinformation,

such as audits and transparency
actions for Very Large Online
Platforms with more than 45
million users, similar to the EU’s
Digital Services Act. However,
caution is needed, as there is a risk
that ill-intentions could also
escalate surveillance, potentially
compromising democratic
safeguards, with both censorship
and surveillance highlighted as
global risks in the WEF report.
Platforms should be mandated
with regular risk assessment.
Adequate funding should be
allocated for advancing
cybersecurity research and
innovation. Transparent content
moderation policies must be
implemented to address
misleading content that threatens
public health, safety, or
democracy, with strict
enforcement of
non-discrimination rules. Online
ads must disclose funding sources
and target audiences to prevent
malicious actors from spreading
false narratives. Expanding public
awareness initiatives, such as the
Reserve Bank of India’s Financial
Literacy Campaign with Amitabh
Bachchan, is essential for fostering
critical thinking and societal
resilience. Collaboration among
civil society groups, fact-checkers,
and regulators is crucial to create
evidence-based policies for
information integrity. A support
system for independent research
on disinformation and FIMI is
necessary, along with stronger
laws to protect journalists. With
the global nature of
disinformation, cross-border
coalitions must be established for
a coordinated global response.

This challenge goes beyond
technologys; it is a test of our
shared democratic values and
threatens our collective ability to
uphold truth, unity, and equality.
As the world’s largest democracy,
India must set an example of
diversity and resilience in a
growingly polarised global digital
world. The real question isn’t just
about fighting falsehoods, but also
about ensuring that we safeguard
our unity in diversity.
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Tackling the disinformation threat in India

HIT & Tl FIT & TR § fAgeen

The World Economic Forum’s (WEF) Global Risks Report 2025
underscores misinformation and disinformation as the highest ranked
short-term global threat.

faeg anfdes w9 (WEF) 1 7aae R RalE 2025 arere Faem 3iv g
AT Y TaaH T W IF A 7mar dRaw g & w9 71

o The WEF defines “global risk” as an event that can adversely affect a sizeable portion of
the population, the global GDP, and natural resources.

WEF 1 "3faeh Sf&H" &l Teh T a1 & ¥9 H IRATNT fRam § 3 Saraear & a3 ey,
df%aer GDP, 3R JTesfcieh HHTHST &l FAhRIcHS ¥ & T T Thell B

e The rapid rise of Al-generated content, algorithmic biases, and deep societal divides
are making it harder than ever to separate facts from deception.

Al-SIT T, TemRATAe geTardided, 3R T8 AT [Tt & doil § 961 & a2t
P UTETIST F 376197 AT Ugol H el SIIGT hideT al AT g

Information disorder

e fahR

e India, poised to surpass 900 million Internet users, would find itself vulnerable without
proper policy implementation to combat disinformation, with its diverse political and
social landscape creating fertile ground for manipulated narratives, voter influence, and
economic disruption.

R, ST 900 FATATT SexaAe ITANTHATIT 1 IR e & forw TR &, Ife rerad Faar &
fATes & fore 3fa i wrieaws w6t fham aram At Ig ge 1 FaeeTeiiel 9w, F3ifh
s fafay Toefas 3R gt aRea & Sirelt Fam3tt, JAderar gsma 3R 3t faues
& foIT 3UaTT3 fA AR Fr &

o The crisis isn’t just political; it fuels consumer boycotts, economic conflicts, and
international tensions.

g The had JSTeilich el ¢; Tg SUNFAT afgShR, 3TV Y 3 HRTSET T=1a Hr
JeraT & gl

e Adding to the chaos, public trust in legacy media is dwindling, and both political actors
and non-state entities are exploiting this gap to push propaganda.
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3RTSThAT H SATHT P §U, TRIR HITSAT H SToTclT T fIITH T T &, 3R TAfelifcien

AT 3R IR-ToT FEATT 57 3R T BT 38T TaR & BT 2

e With trust in mainstream media declining, citizens are relying more on social media for
news.

FEIURT #H3AT R faRard geat & A1y, ARTRe 3118 FART & fov arere AfFar w
EEASIRE

e This shift has resulted in a significant number of users forwarding unverified
information, often believing it to be accurate simply because it comes from friends or
family.

$H JEATd & IROTHATTET 3TNTHATHT T T AcdquT HEAT 3ARWIEE THRT 30T
T TN &, 3FER S8 TEY Al §T FNeh Tg qReclt A1 IRAR & AT &

o With former U.S. President Joe Biden’s warning of an emerging “tech oligarchy”, the
world’s largest democracy shouldn’t wait any further to come up with important policy
changes such as the European Union’s Digital Services Act to combat
Disinformation and Foreign Information Manipulation and Interference (FIMI).

9@ U.S. Trsgafer St fader &1 2 Jiifoamsht 3o il Acraei & |ry, g 1 ded a7

TRl 31 Freret FarelT 3R faelt Faam T 3R gFaaia (FIMI) @ e & fow Ageaqor
oAfe AR o ATY T LT TG0 T SR AgT X Febell, S o JUT wer 7 Bfdreer
Har g

e With prominent politicians and national parties’ social media accounts actively sharing
deep fakes and unverified information, India is grappling with an escalating information
disorder.

YA TSTA3T 3R T it & AiRrer #ABAT @ Ffhar €9 & Srathas 3N 3ARBIss
SRR HISTT Y I8 &, AR Teh 6 1T [9hR A ST WEl ol

e As arising global power, India has faced persistent Chinese disinformation threats
since the 2017 Doklam standoff, prompting the ban of over 300 Chinese apps,
including TikTaok, to curb foreign interference.

Teh 3 g% ARG P & €9 &, $7R o1 2017 el Hehe A FINAR Hell it Fgai1
TR &7 T fohar &, foad fagelt g&deTd o1 Ut & o 300 W 38 = dog )
gfaerer o a2, Tor@d TikTok 3 anfaer &1

e A study by the Indian School of Business and the CyberPeace Foundation reveals
that political disinformation accounts for 46%, followed by general issues (33.6%) and
religious content (16.8%).

AR fasrei| el 3R CyberPeace Foundation GaRT &Y 31§ Teh 31€T & TdT <efcll
¢ T Ttelifier aTerer e 1 fREaT 46% &, $H &G WA Aeg (33.6%) 3R i
|t (16.8%) g

e Platforms such as Weibo, operating within China, have been actively trying to
propagate a distorted image of India.

dYer F FTTlT Weibo S Cethiad 8T ol Taehl Bid s thellel & hITAT T T &
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The risks could escalate if Meta ends fact-checking partnerships, as seen in the U.S.

ANTCEH 39 TAT 9¢ Tohd & 9 Meta thare-Afeher TieRY FATCT X &, 91T & U.S. F g@r

T 7|

The youth dividend of India is facing a growing threat from false information, as a
survey report revealed.

#RC T JaT AP T FST ATTRRT I Teh TG g1 T &1 T8 &, ST foh Teh apdfeqor Rere
H ATHA 37T
The Global Risks Report 2025 perceives that people in high-income countries are

more concerned about disinformation risks in the coming years than those in lower-
income nations with some exceptions.

Toltae Re R 2025 & 38R, 35-317 ara 20t o ST 377 arel ast & e Jaar &
NFEHAT Y fF=T-3mr e et T oot 7 37 R §, $o 3rdamer & ary|

If Indian citizens fail to recognize how disinformation deepens political and societal
divides, the consequences could be severe for the democratic and social fabric.

Ife; HREART AT Tg TgTetel H TIhel TEd & T Teldd FT hdl Tsfelicleh 3 HATSTH
TIHTST T I8 AT &, Y 3Th IRUTH Alhditae AR AT FIFT & forw 7R &r
Hhd gl

Recommended measures

fAmIRer fir 718 39w

The Global Risks Report 2025 recommends measures such as upskilling developers
working with algorithms, improving public awareness and digital literacy, and ensuring
accountability through supervisory boards and Al councils to oversee Generative Al
practices.

Tager REw ROIE 2025 o 3urat i RAwmier $r g ST f6 e & a1y S i arol
STCTIRT Y hIRAeT TGTAT, STeT SATeTwahal 3R FBfSreer qraRar & G &=, 3R Generative
Al 9137t T fRarTet & fow gdaah &S 3 Al afwel & Aregs & siarecd) giafed wa

Initiatives like Shakti — India Election Fact-Checking Collective, and the Deepfake
Analysis Unit, played a role in tackling disinformation during the 2024 general
elections.

Shakti — $f3aT FoTa a2 ST AHfeF 3R o fFearwor gfae siel ggelt o 2024 ma
TATAT & RIS IToTd el ¥ foAvest # 1fHa s |
With almost 400 million Facebook and over 500 million WhatsApp users, India stands
as the largest market for social media platforms.

400 AT ¥ FA Facebook 31T 500 AT & 31/ WhatsApp IT3NThar3it & 1Y,
AR Arerer HfFAT cATHAN & fAT T 937 SO o A1 2

By capitalising on this market power, regulatory bodies can push big tech towards
positive policy changes to tackle disinformation, such as audits and transparency actions
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for Very Large Online Platforms with more than 45 million users, similar to the EU’s
Digital Services Act.

SH SR ATl 3T 18T ST, TAATHE fhTr 931 Toh hufeidl & aTered Faretl 4 foiues &
forT TeRIcAS AT IRATAT I R TeT Tohd g, o1 foh 45 TATITT & 31 Iuatoraratsit
T T T3 HieTelrge CAeHiEd & fv 3iifSe 3R arafRiar #iare, S 6 EU #1 Rfdes
ar srfafaae)

e However, caution is needed, as there is a risk that ill-intentions could also escalate
surveillance, potentially compromising democratic safeguards, with both censorship
and surveillance highlighted as global risks in the WEF report.

gTelifeh, ATTETAT T HTARIHAT &, Fifeh ITeld Xl & IR 87 ¢ Thar &, foad
AT AT T & I3 Tehcll &, 3R AT 3R fAerredt s6r WEF Ree & afeaen
SR & & 3 serEar & 1S |

o Platforms should be mandated with regular risk assessment.
CelcHhTAT &1 afia f&# Fqeamws H3e & fder fgar e anfgu)

e Adequate funding should be allocated for advancing cybersecurity research and
innovation.

AT FR&TT HTHUTT 3N FATaR T TGIaT &ol & Tl GATe YAy rafed v S
e

e Transparent content moderation policies must be implemented to address misleading
content that threatens public health, safety, or democracy, with strict enforcement of
non-discrimination rules.

ufSerss T, GIET, IT Slehcd hl Tl H STel=l dTell HTHE JIHAT T HN T el & foIw
areelf e ATsvere AT wirey dr Sl =fe, @ & Ax-gea AT 1 H31S A drersT
[CRIRIGIGIHY

¢ Online ads must disclose funding sources and target audiences to prevent malicious
actors from spreading false narratives.

HieTelrssT TaAATIAl T S FUTE hellel T Ukt & foIT BiZar A 3 afara g2t &t

GATHT YT TR

o Expanding public awareness initiatives, such as the Reserve Bank of India’s Financial
Literacy Campaign with Amitabh Bachchan, is essential for fostering critical thinking
and societal resilience.

AT Tou & TTY ARG Rod dF F1 fa grerar 3rffae S8 gas@s Serwear
ITAITAT FT farar gaAfas Ggaefiedr 3R gHlecas AT &1 gerar & o [T 3maTs gl

e Collaboration among civil society groups, fact-checkers, and regulators is crucial to
create evidence-based policies for information integrity.

AR AT WHgT, T2-fARere! 3R framres et & e wgdier g« i acgaqr &
forT amer-3meniet wAfert seiret & forw Ageaqot ¥

e A support system for independent research on disinformation and FIMI is necessary,
along with stronger laws to protect journalists.

Pa la
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I AT 3R FIMI T TG ITET & T Ueh FHGT YOIl T JTaeTehl &, AT &
THHRI T GR&TT o [T AT hlefeil bl HTaLTehell ¢ |

o With the global nature of disinformation, cross-border coalitions must be established
for a coordinated global response.

el FAT & dTReh TIXRT & A1, HAT-IR TS FAT fohT ST a1 drfes @Afeaa
dfRaer wfafshar g @

e This challenge goes beyond technology; it is a test of our shared democratic values
and threatens our collective ability to uphold truth, unity, and equality.

Ig oAl harel HeARHr & R F; T5 AR AIST AFaitad Hedl i adeT § 31N gAR
g TATET Sl T, TheT, 3N FHTTAT ST W & flT T ¢ |

o As the world’s largest democracy, India must set an example of diversity and
resilience in a growingly polarised global digital world.

gfdT o HH I3 cliehcid o T H, HR DT Th gt §U
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Why India needs to clean its air

India’s clean air future will be shaped not by dashboards but by people, partnerships, and purpose. Lasting solutions depend on those working on the ground:
municipal officers, planners, engineers, and community leaders

www.patrioti

SPATRIOTICIAS

[GS Paper lil: Environment |

THE GIST

FULL CONTE

ure 4

The challenge begins with how
India understands air pollution
It’s often seen as a technical
problem when in reality it’s a
complex structural issue
shaped by governance
capacity, demographic
pressure, soCiO-economic
disparity, behavioural norms,
and entrenched economic
systems.

ndia’s air pollution crisis is not just

a seasonal inconvenience. It's a

persistent, silent pandemic that

chokes our lungs every winter and
quietly lingers throughout the year.
Hospitals overflow with respiratory cases,
schools shut down, cities disappear under
layers of smog, and Indian metros
regularly top global pollution rankings.

Given the scale of this crisis, it’s worth

asking: what is India actually doing to
clean its air? While initiatives like the
National Clean Air Programme (NCAP),
Bharat V1, the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala
Yojana (PMUY), and targeted efforts to
phase out coal-burning industries in the
National Capital Region mark important
progress, the national response remains
fragmented and slow-moving. Without
stronger alignment and faster
implementation, transformative change
may remain out of reach.

v

Local governments need
access to high-resolution,
open-source data on
emissions-generating activities:
where waste is burned, which
households use solid fuels,
where construction is active,
and which roads face the
heaviest traffic.

v

As India adopts more digital
tools, it must avoid falling into
the “Western trap"—
overreliance on high-tech,
urban-centric data and
solutions without addressing
basic pollution sources

Tuning in to ground realities
The challenge begins with how India
understands air pollution. It's often seen
as a technical problem when in reality it’s
a complex structural issue shaped by
governance capacity, demographic
pressure, socio-economic disparity,
behavioural norms, and entrenched
economic systems. Scientists play a vital
role in diagnosing air quality - like
physicians identifying symptoms — but
lasting solutions depend on those
working on the ground: municipal
officers, planners, engineers, and
community leaders. These actors operate
within tight budgets, outdated
infrastructure, and competing local
demands. Strengthening their capacity
and aligning mandates with air quality
goals is essential for sustained change.
‘This complexity becomes especially
relevant when considering India’s goal to
reduce PM2.5 levels by 2026 to 40% of
what it was in 2017. While ambitious and
necessary, the target risks falling short if it
isn’t mindful of on-ground realities.
Consider transportation, for instance. It’s
not enough to say “vehicles cause
pollution.” We need to ask: what types of
vehicles are on the road? What fuel do

T aa

For a clear future: An anti-smog gun spraying water to fight air pollution and dust at Kartavya Path, New Delhi on March 31. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

they use? How old are they? How far do
they travel? How bad is traffic? Without
this level of detail, it's difficult to craft
realistic, actionable plans for local
governments. To turn national goals into
real progress, we must connect them to
the everyday activities that actually drive
emissions.

Proactive programs

While China is often called a success
story, it came at a steep price — 222 lakh
crore over five years for urban centres.
India’s NCAP budget is less than 1% of
that. However, if we include allied
programs like PMUY (218,128 crore), the
program for Faster Adoption and
Manufacturing of Electric Vehicles in
India or Fame II (}10,795 crore), Swachh
Bharat Mission-Urban (1.4 lakh crore),
and NCAP itself (211,542 crore), a broader
ecosystem of air quality financing
becomes apparent. They target emission
sources and deserve recognition as part of
India’s clean air strategy.

‘The NCAP continues to struggle with
how its funds are allocated and how
progress is measured. It relies heavily on
ambient air quality data, which is often
affected by weather and geography,
making short-term improvements hard to
detect. For example, initiatives like PMUY
and waste-burning controls have reduced

emissions in several areas, but these gains
may not reflect in pollution readings,
creating a misleading sense of stagnation.
Shifting to activity-based metrics — such
as the number of stoves replaced or diesel
buses retired — would offer a clearer
picture of impact and strengthen
accountability.

Realigning metrics alone isn’t enough.
Local governments also need access to
high-resolution, open-source data on
emissions-generating activities: where
waste is burned, which households use
solid fuels, where construction is active,
and which roads face the heaviest traffic.
Without such data, air pollution remains
an abstract issue, disconnected from daily
governance. This data gap directly affects
how NCAP funds are used. Between 2019
and 2023, only 60% of the funds released
were utilised, reflecting not a lack of
intent but institutional misalignment. Air
quality continues to be treated as a
parallel concern rather than a core
municipal function.

To shift from intent to impact, India
needs a phased, data-driven approach.
Phase I: build local emissions profiles to
identify the biggest pollution sources;
Phase II: link funding directly to targeted
actions based on that data; and Phase I1I:
track reductions in emissions, not just
nollution concentrations. to measure real

progress. This shift from passive
monitoring to proactive management
mirrors how meaningful change happens
on the ground.

Guarding against optics

However, as India adopts more digital
tools, it must avoid falling into the
“Western trap”— overreliance on
high-tech, urban-centric data and
solutions without addressing basic
pollution sources. Smog towers, real-time
apporti and Al dashboards may
appear innovative but offer little value if
burning biomass and the use of old
industrial processes and polluting
vehicles go unchecked. Cities like London
and Los Angeles rolled out advanced
sophisticated technologies only after
decades of systemic reform. India must
sequence its strategies correctly.

This misalignment also risks elite
capture. Urban hubs may get cutting-edge
tools while rural and informal sectors —
responsible for a large share of emissions
— are neglected. Worse, these tools may
distract from structural reforms, shifting
attention to optics over outcomes. More
data does not equal more action if local
agencies lack authority or the resources
o use it.

A key fix is distinguishing between

academic research and solution-focused

Why India needs to clean its air

implementation. While long-term
innovation is important, policymakers
need short-term, scalable models they
can act on. India must create separate
funding streams: one for research and
another for immediate, on-ground
interventions. Otherwise, we risk
producing more papers than progress.

What are other countries doing?
Global examples offer guidance without
imitation. China closed coal plants. Brazil
used community-led waste systems.
California reinvested pollution revenue in
poor communities. London banned
coal-use before launching sensors. Each
succeeded by following a path grounded
in its context. India must do the same—
innovate programmes which are
federalism-friendly, subsidy-driven, and
tailored to its informal economy.

Ultimately, India’s clean air future will
be shaped not by dashboards but by
people, partnerships, and purpose. We
must fix the plumbing before painting the
walls. Clean air must be a right for all, not
a privilege for a few. Securing that right
will take more than promises. It will take
coordination, courage, and a
commitment to act.

Ajay S. Nagpure is urban systems
scientist at the Urban Nexus Lab at
Princeton Universitv.
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India’s air pollution crisis is not just a seasonal inconvenience but a
persistent, silent pandemic that affects health year-round.

HI &7 A TgqoT Wahe fad v Alae srgfaen 718t 8, afew 98 v aoman,
FHier FFTARY § ST O AT FAELT W A ST ¢

e Hospitals overflow with respiratory cases, schools shut down, and cities disappear
under smog.

3Rl & FHA FHEATI o AT G STl &, Fhel a6 &1 9Tl 8, 3 A T YT T o1
¢ AT 2

¢ Indian metros regularly top global pollution rankings.
R FETeR oA fie 9 & AfRaas wewor e 3 o ox 3 £

e India’s target is to reduce PM2.5 levels by 2026 to 40% of what they were in 2017.
HIRcl T o6 2026 dF PM2.5 FaRT T 2017 & Hehleel 40% cIoh ETaT ¢ |

e NCAP budget is less than 1% of China’s air quality spending.
NCAP &3¢ el & a1y I[oTard T T 1% & 8 A |

Tuning in to ground realities

FTHIT IR aEafaFdrsil & GHASTT

e Air pollution is a complex structural issue involving governance capacity,
demographic pressure, socio-economic disparity, and economic systems.

3w srgATadn, 3R e yonfaar anfae

e Solutions depend on municipal officers, planners, engineers, and community
leaders who work within tight budgets and outdated infrastructure.

FATUT IR foerer srftranTRRa, Aierarent, Sshfaer, 31 weger & sanat o s aa &,
it FehIot Tote 3R g gfAndY e F e A & |

e India’s goal is to reduce PM2.5 levels by 2026 to 40% of 2017 levels.
R FT 6T 2026 d PM2.5 TART &l 2017 & T & 40% e GeT=T gl

Proactive programs

T FHA

e India’s NCAP budget is less than 1% of China’s.
Rl ST NCAP dsfe el o Hhiael 1% & 3 e g
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The PMUY (%18,128 crore), Fame 1l (210,795 crore), and Swachh Bharat Mission-
Urban (%1.4 lakh crore) are all part of the broader ecosystem of air quality financing.

PMUY (318,128 #13), Fame Il (310,795 #18), 3R Ta=o R Ra-agdY (1.4 or@
15) Y FUTET IAIoT & ardeh TRTEAThT = &1 feear g

The NCAP continues to struggle with how its funds are allocated and how progress is
measured.

NCAP & Ig IgY SR § fo 39 ws »a smafed forw ara § 31 gerfay s @ |Arar sirar
gl

Activity-based metrics like stove replacement or diesel bus retirement would provide a
clearer picture of progress.

afafafr-3maRa ATIEST S ot Teele AT Siotel ST 1 RTRX et 8 FaIfd Sl Ueh TS
&R Al

Realigning metrics alone isn’t enough

AT B R TR HTT & e i

Local governments need access to high-resolution, open-source data on emissions-
generating activities: where waste is burned, which households use solid fuels, where
construction is active, and which roads face the heaviest traffic.

TATAY THRT T 3e9-RATe2AT, INTT-WH 32T T AT 8, ST Scdolel ScTeed el
arelY AITATATOAT UX e &Y; ST8T FRT TATIT AT &, T T T ST ST T 3TN

WS F5BT &r JI i i SR RIS Fah 3t TIrEEconnected from daily

governance.
=T 53 ST o, aTg IENOT U 3T FHAEIT ST Gl &, S Gfoteh AT & Hel 3 &
This data gap directly affects how NCAP funds are used. Between 2019 and 2023, only

60% of the funds released were utilised, reflecting not a lack of intent but institutional
misalignment.

3T 3¢T 37cRTeT T HYET 3R Tg & fF NCAP ®H T 39T Hy foham Sirar g1 2019 3
2023 %m,meo%ﬁﬁwsqmwgm,mmmﬁmaﬁmmmﬁ
gATaT &

Air quality continues to be treated as a parallel concern rather than a core municipal
function.

&g [UTET hY FHTATAR AT & &9 F AT ST 8, 7 o Toh HET TR ferey &1 & &9 A|

To shift from intent to impact, India needs a phased, data-driven approach
A F w91 A IgeTT T F AT, HRA F U WUTEGY, 3TT-ITUTRA TTHIT Y TTIHAT §

Phase I: Build local emissions profiles to identify the biggest pollution sources.

T | TATAT 3cHoTeT WBIS e SATU clieh Had a3 TGUOT Fal T Ggied g1 Heh |
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Phase II: Link funding directly to targeted actions based on that data.
TOT |1: 39 3¢T & HTUR W At framat & @ wisa i)

Phase llI: Track reductions in emissions, not just pollution concentrations, to
measure real progress.

TROT |11: STHNT H HHT T &eh Y, shelel TGHOT Higell 161, cllieh IREATAF FaTfe b1 AT
foram 5 | |

This shift from passive monitoring to proactive management mirrors how meaningful
change happens on the ground.

AfSFT AR @ IfFT gaue & gcorg, Ig cATar & & ST o e Scorg i giar
gl

Guarding against optics

@ @ s

As India adopts more digital tools, it must avoid overreliance on high-tech, urban-
centric data and solutions without addressing basic pollution sources.

S-S AR 31T BfSed TR 319TAT &, 3 ITa-deheleh, Aed-FHigd 321 31k
FATUTAT I 378 el @ sl 13w, STa ek foh et wquor Wial &1 Feifera g1 foram

Il towers, real-time apportionment, and Al dashboards may appear innovative
but offer little value if burning biomass, old industrial processes, and polluting
vehicles go unchecked.

FATT e’ Raer-es# Jraee, 3R Al SUas FaraRyuT o9 Hehd &, Afehet 3R Afaw
QT oISt et gra|

Cities like London and Los Angeles rolled out advanced technologies only after
decades of systemic reform.

eieet 3R A vfoew i 2Edl o 3eera Wefaifat aerent i @A gurt & s dr
gical

India must sequence its strategies correctly.

HR 1 3790 ToT T & TE ad q FAIGY FIAT 91T |

This misalignment also risks elite capture. Urban hubs may get cutting-edge tools
while rural and informal sectors, responsible for a large share of emissions, are
neglected.

Ig IHHST Telte HFoaw &1 @A o AeT & &1 aedt Fal 1 Ay feieh 3ueor fAer
Hohd § Stafe aretor AR st a3, St 3choreT & T 93 RT3 & GFAeR £, 39
| T &l
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o Data can distract from structural reforms, shifting attention to optics over outcomes.
3T FIFATHS GURT T €71 g7 Tehel 8, 3R IROMAT & Firr R@md o eare dhigd 1
HehdT ¢

e More data does not equal more action if local agencies lack authority or resources to
use it.

311 32T FT AdelT 31f0F FRATS 78T § I TARNT TRt & g 1RSI a1 39 39T
FLeT & ToIT T T8l 8|

A key fix is distinguishing between academic research and solution-
focused implementation

UF YT WA I8 ¢ & Ae1f0r regweme ik gamerer-Siea srafeaas &
ot 3ra” fomam ST

o Policymakers need short-term, scalable models to act on, alongside long-term
innovation.

AT-TAATA3 1 rgwIfors, Thaae Alse AR, ToNeT W & HRT T Feh, AT &
SIarTToleh AR & AT |

e India must create separate funding streams: one for research and another for
immediate, on-ground interventions.

I T ITAIT-3TNT BT FEH ToAAT AMGT: Teh IHFHUT o [T IR @ dchrer, srfler
W 8T & fo|

e Otherwise, we risk producing more papers than progress.

3ITUT, gH HF 9T 3T Sl &l SNTQH 33T g &, FolrT Y9t & |

What are other countries doing?
HeT A FATHFI L &7

e Chinaclosed coal plants.

. BN BT SHH 5 [5Fdd waste systems.
SIS o WHGTI-AJed aTel FeT Yot 39S

e California reinvested pollution revenue in poor communities.
FfAmferam & gquor Terea 1 T TR F Aferaer

e London banned coal-use before launching sensors.
G o1 PRI STANT T T ST, Tgel HHT Y& et A

e Each succeeded by following a path grounded in its context.

T o 370 Wee F IR A T ITEOT e Tholdl STed |

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page75

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

9]

www.patriotici

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

SPATRIOTICIAS

e India must innovate programmes that are federalism-friendly, subsidy-driven, and
tailored to its informal economy.

HI T T HIRAHHAT T AATAR FAT AT S HEA1g-3Nefdhel, Frows1- AR 3R 39

et srdegavan & forw 3uge &l

Securing that right will take more than promises. It will take coordination,
courage, and a commitment to act.

39 TUFR A GIaT Faer aal ¥ 317t gay A s0F e woreay, wEd, AR Fas w6
wfaragerar 1 smaegear it

Maastricht goalposts need shifting
to allow Germany’s budget boost

Germany’s dramatic decision this year to rush through historic fiscal reforms to make way for massive spending on defence and infrastructure has

raised many questions about just how much of the stimulus it can deliver without running afoul of the European Union’s fiscal monitors

GS Paper lll: EU

OPINION

Mike Dolan
LONDON

ermany’s need to
Gexpand its budget
could fundamen-

tally alter EU debt guide-
lines for the first time since
the single currency was
born 26 years ago.

Germany’s dramatic de-
cision this year to rush
through historic fiscal re-
forms to make way for
massive spending on de-
fence and infrastructure
has raised questions about
just how much of the sti-
mulus it can deliver with-
out running afoul of EU
monitors.

Some economists think
the euro zone’s long-stand-
ing debt/GDP “reference
rate” of 60% could and
should be lifted to 90% to
ensure nothing will pre-
clude more German
spending, as this splurge is
Nnow seen as necessary to
support an entire region
scrambling to defend itself
and navigate a rapidly es-
calating trade war with the
United States.

These economists also
argue that boosting long-
term growth prospects is
apt to do as much to make
higher public debts sus-
tainable as would adhering
to arguably outdated pu-
blic debt targets. Even cre-
dit rating agencies agreed
on that when assessing the
potential impact of Germa-
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ny’s removal of its self-im-
posed “debt brake”.

Jeromin Zettelmeyer, di-
rector at the Brussels-
based think tank Bruegel,
last week made the point
that Berlin’s move should
be sustainable over the
coming decade if the in-
crease in debt is accompa-
nied by an increase in
growth potential.

But, even so, German
debt/GDP would very like-
ly have to rise to 100%.
And, as it stands, that
breaches EU rules.

Germany should be able
to boost defence spending
and still stay within
bounds, given the exemp-
tions worth 1.5 percentage
points of GDP. But current

3rd Floor,

Essential expense: Germany’s splurge is seen as necessary to support the EU to defend itself. arp

Some economists think
the euro zone’s
long-standing debt/GDP
“reference rate” of 60%
could and should be
lifted to 90% to ensure
nothing will preclude
more German spending

EU rules would likely pre-
vent it from spending the
500 billion euros ($540.80
billion) earmarked for in-
frastructure—more  than
half of the near I trillion eu-
ro plan.

“To allow higher Ger-
man spending, the rules
may have to change-for

example by setting the ‘re-
ference value’ for debt
from 60% to 90% of GDP,”
Mr. Zettelmeyer wrote.
“The fact that this would
be triggered by a policy
change in Germany is un-
fortunate. But it would be
good for all of Europe.”

Hound turned fox

There is indeed a great iro-
ny that a shift of EU budget
goalposts comes at the
behest of Germany, the
main instigator of such
strict rules back in the late
1990s and the chief enfor-
cer in the years since.

The euro’s founding
Maastricht Treaty was
signed in 1992, after which
member states set about

info@patrioticias.in
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agreeing on accompanying
budget rules, which even-
tually made up the so-
called Stability and Growth
Pact (SGP) signed in 1997.

The SGP stipulated that
member states should
keep their annual budget
deficits within 3% of an-
nual output, with a view to
keeping overall debt/GDP
piles sustainable and tar-
geted towards a 60% “refe-
rence rate”.

When the euro
launched in 1999, all but
two of the 11 nations in-
volved had debt/GDP le-
vels at or under 60%. Italy
and Belgium both had
debt/GDP ratios in excess
of 100% but were still al-
lowed to join.

But today, fewer than
half of the current 27 euro
members pass this test,
with Italy, France, Belgi-
um, Spain, Portugal and
Greece now clocking debt
ratios above 100% of na-
tional output.

The overall euro debt/
GDP share came in at 88%
last year, just below the
90% reference rate now
being bandied about.

Annual monitoring of
budgets has been relatively
strict over the years, in-
volving formal warnings
on primary and structural
balances leading up to ac-
tual fines. Exceptions and
exemptions have been pro-
posed and made over the
years, and the entire pact
was suspended temporari-
ly in the wake of the
pandemic.

But the rules were given
extra heft during the post-
pandemic period.

The European Central
Bank made compliance
with them necessary for ac-
cess to its newly-designed
Transmission Protection
Instrument, essentially a
bond-buying ECB backstop
for countries caught up in
market contagion.

If the debt/GDP ratio tar-
get were loosened, then it
may make it somewhat ea-
sier for more heavily in-
debted countries to access
ECB supports over time,
potentially allowing for
some reduction of borrow-
ing premia as German core
rates push higher with its
debt/GDP ratio.

Higher sovereign debt
may seem an odd way to
make the Euro bloc more
credit-worthy, but it could
if it spurs meaningfully
higher growth. And, rela-
tively speaking, the EU still
looks less profligate overall
than many of its global
peers. Meanwhile, the Un-
ited States’ debt/GDP is
running in excess of 120%,
Japan’s is above 260% and
Britain is on course to
eclipse 100% as well.

Ultimately, pressing an
EU debt brake just when
the German one has been
lifted would turn out to be
self-defeating. Hoisting the
already nebulous debt tar-
get to 90%, on the other
hand, would seem to make
more sense.

(The author is a colum-
nist for Reuters)
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Maastricht goalposts need shifting to allow Germany’s
budget boost

ATEEE AMAYIEE Y gl Y TARIFAT & dIfh STHA! FT doIc 96
q&

Germany’s dramatic decision this year to rush through historic fiscal
reforms to make way for massive spending on defence and
infrastructure has raised many questions about just how much of the
stimulus it can deliver without running afoul of the European Union’s
fiscal monitors.

39 e srelt & Yaefae Ry gurt # Segarsi! 3 anR] F F dAeh
oot & %8 Farer 3o1v § F I8 fhae) 310 vicaes U ¢ gFar g o=
T wg & AT fAerreliswarsit & st #1 3o fFu

e Germany’s need to expand its budget could fundamentally alter EU debt guidelines for
the first time since the single currency was born 26 years ago.

STHGAY T 370 TSI T FIEAR Y T ITaRTehcll, T HT YT F 26 AT a1, JAIT
T F Fot fear-fadat w1 Alfas w7 @ agoT TR B

e Some economists think the euro zone’s long-standing debt/GDP “reference rate” of
60% could and should be lifted to 90% to ensure nothing will preclude more German
spending, as this splurge is now seen as necessary to support an entire region
scrambling to defend itself and navigate a rapidly escalating trade war with the United
States.

T IANTETAT T AT § 3 JI &1 T S ToA T <ol 6T Fot /Wl T 3¢ "HEIT
" 60% T TGTHY 90% T SITAT AMGT clifeh STHAT oh 31T8Ieh Tl & o off ek of ek,
Fifr IE @Y 39 Q& & ToIT 3aed ALl ST T &, 51 3791 6T et N ¥gaFa T
& WY TGl SATIR Y& H AT Ftet & forw Fay & @7 ¢

e These economists also argue that boosting long-term growth prospects is apt to do as
much to make higher public debts sustainable as would adhering to arguably outdated
public debt targets.

4 e Ig o A e € o drdntfores faerer WeTaeai @l S 3T AdeIide Hol
T TS Setlel H ScTalT & HegITR I TIcT=AT foh Q1Y WIdstieleh shol o1& &l Telel el |

e Even credit rating agencies agreed on that when assessing the potential impact of
Germany’s removal of its self-imposed “debt brake”.
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" A" I Gl o HHITIT FHTS T Hediehel T

Jeromin Zettelmeyer, director at the Brussels-based think tank Bruegel, last week
made the point that Berlin’s move should be sustainable over the coming decade if the
increase in debt is accompanied by an increase in growth potential.

oew Foua Aw &F gt & e SRffe et 3 Moo dcdre 78 o wr i afde
T I el HTETTHT G20k H 1S gleht =IfgT IS ot H Je e & A Ry iy worraam ot
S gl

But, even so, German debt/GDP would very likely have to rise to 100%.

R &, SToteT ot/ ARl UXe] 3eT1E T 100% Foh ST Sgd HAATTA B9 |

And, as it stands, that breaches EU rules.

3R, s o Feufa &, a8 g wa & s &1 Soeae S gl

Germany should be able to boost defence spending and still stay within bounds, given
the exemptions worth 1.5 percentage points of GDP.

ST T & @ Sl & JeTH g1 Arfg v 3R R oy dar & iR T&am anfee, Fife 1.5
gfaerd 3r& &1 ST 379are g1

But current EU rules would likely prevent it from spending the 500 billion euros
($540.80 billion) earmarked for infrastructure—more than half of the near 1 trillion euro
plan.

ekt acATeT JUIT T & fA# e 38 giAgmel e & fav fAeiia 500 faferaer g
($540.80 faferget) T antet @ e, ST S1ams79T 1 Feforer I Arstetr &1 38 & 31f¥e B

“To allow higher German spending, the rules may have to change—for example by
setting the ‘reference value’ for debt from 60% to 90% of GDP,” Mr. Zettelmeyer wrote.

"STHAT o TTT G I HFAT &t o [T, [AIHAT &l deelell I8 Hehell § - &80T & [T, dhol
& foIT "west AT i AEd F 60% T TETHT 90% FHaT ST ThaT §," AT ICeAIX o forar|

“The fact that this would be triggered by a policy change in Germany is unfortunate. But
it would be good for all of Europe.”

"E ALY foh TE SN # ATy IR & HROT & g1, g ¢ olfehel Tg QW AT
fere areoT gram |

Hound turned fox

Fd Q NA A Fgea

There is indeed a great irony that a shift of EU budget goalposts comes at the behest
of Germany, the main instigator of such strict rules back in the late 1990s and the chief
enforcer in the years since.

arEd H IE Teh 31 Tasae ¢ fob U 6 & Fo7e AMeTaFe &l STaet & 3HeIe I Seefal
UST, ST 1990 & &3 & 3 # W8 3 AT &7 9@ Jacie 3R 30 a1e & ant # g7q@
SATIehell T |
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e The euro’s founding Maastricht Treaty was signed in 1992, after which member states
set about agreeing on accompanying budget rules, which eventually made up the so-
called Stability and Growth Pact (SGP) signed in 1997.

IRV BT FUTHAT A AT AT FASNAT 1992 H gETaTRl 31T 2T, forash ae; Feey et
o G gofe ATAT 9T GgAfa see &1 R e, St 3iad: fuwar 3t e g
(SGP) T fe T =1, ST 1997 # g&TaiRe g3l

e The SGP stipulated that member states should keep their annual budget deficits within
3% of annual output, with a view to keeping overall debt/GDP piles sustainable and
targeted towards a 60% “reference rate”.

THST o Ig TAeTRe feham o T 321t &1 3191 aTiseh ol ©1e i dfieh Scuree &
3% & #fcR IW=AT TR, 1ok Fool Froh/qehel B 3eUTE T [EUR ITWT 51T Heb 3R 60% “Hast

& W ofda fomam o g6

e When the euro launched in 1999, all but two of the 11 nations involved had debt/GDP
levels at or under 60%. Italy and Belgium both had debt/GDP ratios in excess of 100%
but were still allowed to join.

ST XY 1999 F Wil §3T, At 5w A 11 Rif 31 W heer 2l 221 ¥ Frof/Aehel Bl 3cUTG
o T T 60% AT SHA #ATer @M | Feelt 3N ASTIH clel T hol/Hehol EXe] 3cUTG IHoIdTe
100% & 31fere o1, Afehet T 8 37 gt 1 31eTATaT &1 TS|

o But today, fewer than half of the current 27 euro members pass this test, with Italy,

France, Belgium, Spain, Portugal and Greece now clocking debt ratios above 100%
of national output.

AfeheT TS, TTAT # 27 JU FEET ST 7 F 31 § v 38 T&T0T BT I A &, STafeh
goll, $iH, Afesras, T, Joone 3R I 316 T 3eurest & 100% & 3T shol 3fegard
Gl XL ol

e The overall euro debt/GDP share came in at 88% last year, just below the 90%
reference rate now being bandied about.

o ay, ol JU Fel/Hae G 3cUTG T BEAT 88% T, ST 319 Tl Tg 90% A X &
UTST A AT|

« Annual monitoring of budgets has been relatively strict over the years, involving formal
warnings on primary and structural balances leading up to actual fines.

ast & doic I aTi¥eh TR 3T9eTTehd Ssl 6T ¢, Torad Traffe 3N ETaaicss HJelel T
T daraterar ffer 8, St aredides AT I 3R of Sl 1

e Exceptions and exemptions have been proposed and made over the years, and the
entire pact was suspended temporarily in the wake of the pandemic.

Nt & 39aTg 3N P TEATTAd T 1S § 3R AT 91 §, 3 QA ! AGTARY o a1e; 3y
9 @ ¥eferd oY e arar |

e But the rules were given extra heft during the post-pandemic period.

ifereT fr#T 1 AFANY & a1 & Hafy 7 Hfafked At & ais |
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e The European Central Bank made compliance with them necessary for access to its
newly-designed Transmission Protection Instrument, essentially a bond-buying ECB
backstop for countries caught up in market contagion.

TG I deh o Heh JHeIdTele ol AT eh =11 [T dTfeh 38 AT f3eteT fohv arw
TR WRFIS FEZAT HT 39T fhaT 37 Tk, i 42t & forw ek ais-@{idr ECB
YhEeiq g S IR ﬁﬁmﬁmﬁWﬁﬁﬁ‘g%I

o Ifthe debt/GDP ratio target were loosened, then it may make it somewhat easier for
more heavily indebted countries to access ECB supports over time, potentially allowing

for some reduction of borrowing premia as German core rates push higher with its
debt/GDP ratio.

TS Frot /el TS 3G 3TeTIT T8 Sl Sroll fohdT ST &, AT S8 318 dot # ot
Y THI & Y ECB FHAAA UTC AT ANST 3T &1 Tohell &, fraar siafet F a3t & ary
hol/Eehel EXC] 3cTe; TeUTel o Sgal I SURT AT & S el g Tehcll &

e Higher sovereign debt may seem an odd way to make the Euro bloc more credit-
worthy, but it could if it spurs meaningfully higher growth.

3T WYY ol I &8 I 3T ShiST-TNIT Telel T 3N AT ol Hehell B, Afehel g
Ifg IE AEcaqul ¥4 & 3o g& & I AR Tl § o G g Fehll

o And, relatively speaking, the EU still looks less profligate overall than many of its global

peers.
3R, JoleTTeae &9 &, JUdRr T 37317 8 370eT oS AfRaen FITT 1 Joral & ot Teler
AT &

¢ Meanwhile, the United States’ debt/GDP is running in excess of 120%, Japan’s is
above 260% and Britain is on course to eclipse 100% as well.

5H 1, HYFd ST HT Fol/Hahel e 3cUTG 120% I 3118 §, ST HT 260% d W &
3R foreT 3 100% & IR ST T emr H &1

o Ultimately, pressing an EU debt brake just when the German one has been lifted would
turn out to be self-defeating.

3, JUIT TG & &t 9% ! dd AT S AT 1 515 geT forar I §, Ig 3TeA-
QRISTIRIT AT 89|

e Hoisting the already nebulous debt target to 90%, on the other hand, would seem to
make more sense.

gl 3T, Ugel § 3ETSC Frot A& T 90% I a1 3T HHAST 3 377l &
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Top coal importers slow purchases so far in 2025

GS Paper lll: Coal

Gavin Maguire
LITTLETON

The world’s largest ther-
mal coal buyers tapped the
brakes on imports during
the first quarter of 2025,
driving purchases to the
lowest quarterly total in
three years, data from ship
tracking firm Kpler shows.
Global coal imports for
the first quarter were just
over 240 million metric
tons, roughly 10 million
tons less than was shipped
during the same quarter a
year ago. China, India, Ja-
pan and South Korea-the
top global coal importers
in 2024-all reduced first-
quarter purchases by more
than 10% from the same
period in 2024, as sharply
higher clean power genera-
tion allowed for their utili-
ties to cut coal use.
Continued growth in

utilities to cut coal use. REUTERS

clean power output may al-
low for further cuts to coal
imports in the top coal
markets over the coming
months and could trigger
their first collective con-
traction in thermal im-
ports since 2020.
However, smaller fast-
growing economies have
expanded coal purchases

Going green: Sharply higher clean power generation allowed for

so far this year, which has
somewhat offset the cuts
seen into the largest mar-
kets and prevented total
coal imports from register-
ing a steeper decline.

The top four coal impor-
ters, which accounted for
69% of all coal imports in
2024, have been the most
aggressive import cutters

so far in 2025.

China, the world’s lar-
gest coal consumer, led the
import reductions by lo-
wering first-quarter pur-
chases to 67 million tons
from nearly 85 million tons
in the first quarter of 2024.

India’s first-quarter im-
port total was about 39 mil-
lion tons, down 5.6 million
tons from the same quarter
last year. Indian authorities
have prioritized boosting
domestic coal production
over imports.

Growth markets
While the largest tradition-
al coal importers have
made cuts to coal purchas-
es so far this year, other na-
tions have expanded their
coal import volumes.
Indeed, total imports
outside of China, India, Ja-
pan and South Korea ac-
counted for the largest

share of total coal imports
in three years during the
first quarter of 2025.

Turkey, Vietnam and
Bangladesh all registered
record first-quarter import
tallies in 2025, while the
Philippines and Malaysia
both recorded their se-
cond-highest first-quarter
import totals.

The volume increases
seen into these second-tier
markets are small com-
pared to the nearly 18 mil-
lion ton drop recorded into
China so far this year. But
the nearly 2 million ton
climb in imports by Tur-
key, the 1.5 million ton rise
in imports into the Nether-
lands, and the roughly 1
million ton climbs seen in-
to Bangladesh, Hong Kong
and Vietnam can add up to
significant tonnage.

What’s more, there
were roughly 43 million

Top coal importers slow purchases so far in 2025

2025 # 3 d& MY FIIT AT F @HERY 7 FAHT Y

tons of coal cargoes dis-
patched during March that
have yet to be rectified by
Kpler’s trade-matching sys-
tem. Once cleared, those
volumes will likely elevate
the delivery volumes into
all major coal importing
nations during the second
quarter of 2025.

That said, the steep im-
port drops seen already in-
to China and India bode
well for climate trackers
who are hoping for signs of
a long-term downturn in
global coal imports. And
even if import volumes
continue to climb into the
likes of Turkey and Viet-
nam, a sustained drop in
the coal imports by the
four largest importers
should trigger an overall
contraction in global coal
shipments by year-end.

(The author is a market
analyst for Reuters)

The world’s largest thermal coal buyers slowed down imports during
the first quarter of 2025, driving purchases to the lowest quarterly
total in three years, data from ship tracking firm Kpler shows.

gfeidn & Fa a3 a1 FIem TAERT A 2025 I Tgeit fAA7E 7 3mard &

FH A, e TR et ast & Tod FA AR Fo T G 7, FIR
AT AT EfFer Bat F 32T & I AAFRY Al

e Global coal imports for the first quarter were just over 240 million metric tons, roughly
10 million tons less than was shipped during the same quarter a year ago.

ARTF FraT AT Tgel AT & faw 240 AfAge MAfew e I Aisr 3710« &, o Roo

I i GATT TIAET 7 At 97T 10 AT e A 3

e China, India, Japan, and South Korea—the top global coal importers in 2024—all
reduced first-quarter purchases by more than 10% from the same period in 2024, as
sharply higher clean power generation allowed for their utilities to cut coal use.

AT, AR, AT, 31T ETROT FINAT—FT 2024 F 2N ATFF RHIT IRATdF I—Faiy oF
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2024 Fr FHAT 7T T 10% T 3T Tgol [dATE! T TWIERT TeTs, FAiTh FTaea FaT
3cUTeeT H TR G o 3e7eh SUATATIIT T el IUANT H Helel it T AT 2T

o Continued growth in clean power output may allow for further cuts to coal imports in
the top coal markets over the coming months and could trigger their first collective
contraction in thermal imports since 2020.

TITE FaAl 3ca1Ga A folleR Jeiel 3aTel HT HEIeAl H 2N DIl STRT H HRIT ATt
3R kel & ITATT & Fehdll 3R TE 2020 o dTe; 3oTeh Tg ol AIfgeh I AT & el

T HIOT de] bl &

e« However, smaller fast-growing economies have expanded coal purchases so far this
year, which has somewhat offset the cuts seen into the largest markets and prevented
total coal imports from registering a steeper decline.

gTelifeh, BIC 3R ol & Sgd §U 3rcaaTUT3M =1 37 a¥ 319 Teh Il We H I H &,
S8 o o3 SR A TS el 1 Fo ge doh Tfoid ohar 7141 § 3R Fef wrger
3Tt &l 3R 31fRe fARrae @ e g

e The top four coal importers, which accounted for 69% of all coal imports in 2024, have
been the most aggressive import cutters so far in 2025.

Y IR AT IATTF, Fegior 2024 F G HIIT TATAT AT 69% fgear for, 319 d&
2025 H g 1Tk 3ThIHE AT SHeldl el aT B &

e China, the world’s largest coal consumer, led the import reductions by lowering first-
quarter purchases to 67 million tons from nearly 85 million tons in the first quarter of
2024.

e, SiY g T TH F3T RII IUMNFT &, = 2024 $Y Tgelt fAATE 7 Forerr 85 ATy
T Tgel [ATE! I BIGRT I Heret 67 Afeae e &< G|

o India’s first-quarter import total was about 39 million tons, down 5.6 million tons
from the same quarter last year. Indian authorities have prioritized boosting domestic
coal production over imports.

IR T qgell TAATE AT Foof ofarstar 39 fATAAT &1 o1, S el a¥ iy waAret faamer @
5.6 TATIeT &oT e UT| RAT HRAFIRAT o TATCAT T Tl H TR FIFeAT ScTee H
SSTAT 8T I GrATHSAT &7 B

Growth markets

GGG ITIES

e While the largest traditional coal importers have made cuts to coal purchases so far this
year, other nations have expanded their coal import volumes.

SR TIH 93 IRURS HITeIT ITATAR F 3T IV 3T dh HITT TG H Heldr g, 3T
CRIT & 319 SIFSAT 3T o AT A G & I &
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o Indeed, total imports outside of China, India, Japan, and South Korea accounted for
the largest share of total coal imports in three years during the first quarter of 2025.

arEqd #, e, HRE, ST, 3R STRIOT FINAT & a1 Fef ATl 7 2025 FY Tgelt frAE
A et ST 3 ool I ITITAT T Foy 7 T forr|
e Turkey, Vietnam, and Bangladesh all registered record first-quarter import tallies in

2025, while the Philippines and Malaysia both recorded their second-highest first-
quarter import totals.

T, Rrae, 31 aierenger o Feft ¥ 2025 7 Ners gl FAAET 3 gof v, Srafe
frelidier 3k FARXAT 2t & 39 gEdy @ord 931 ggel AT 3T el gof |

e The volume increases seen into these second-tier markets are small compared to the
nearly 18 million ton drop recorded into China so far this year.

ol G T & SISTRT 3 S gefer S 918 8, g et 31 319 e Gof Y 978 ofeTstaT 18
fAforaer a1 & fakrae & Fehree sl |

e But the nearly 2 million ton climb in imports by Turkey, the 1.5 million ton rise in
imports into the Netherlands, and the roughly 1 million ton climbs seen into
Bangladesh, Hong Kong, and Vietnam can add up to significant tonnage.

olfehet et & erarsrar 2 AT o1 3T gefer, Aietdls # 1.5 fAferae e i gefer, 3k
ARTETGET, FITeR1aT, 3N RAaaerer # wersrer 1 AT & 1 gef&r Ageaqol Arr # i
el g

e« What's more, there were roughly 43 million tons of coal cargoes dispatched during
March that have yet to be rectified by Kpler’s trade-matching system.

SHh 3TN, AT H 7T 43 AT &oT IIelt FEIf Ft 30 A, [Seg 39 dP FYR &
SATIR-FTT TOTN EIRT HEY 16T foham a2 &

e Once cleared, those volumes will likely elevate the delivery volumes into all major coal
importing nations during the second quarter of 2025.

Teh SR T T STd & ST, 3T dlegdd & Teach: 2025 i g@dl faame & @l yog@
I AT &2t H fSeliadY afegea 1 dgrar fAerem|

e That said, the steep import drops seen already into China and India bode well for
climate trackers who are hoping for signs of a long-term downturn in global coal
imports.

AT o, <ot 31 a1 #F wger & St 1S ey 3w FIRTae Srerary ¢ & forw gt Fha B,
i AR e 3Tt 7 Qe HT & Tl T 3FAE A W@ &

e And even if import volumes continue to climb into the likes of Turkey and Vietnam, a
sustained drop in the coal imports by the four largest importers should trigger an overall
contraction in global coal shipments by year-end.

3R TgT ek T 3R 3T dTegad et iR AT 518 eif & god @, ol IR qad a3
JTATAHT ST HITeT ATl H TR [IRTae dRaeh el Rigdcy & GHaT Hpusl
STeH ol

o IfRU, S AT & 37 deh & GohdT &
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Battery boom drives Bangladesh lead poisoning epidemic
Ag cuuld smell this particular

MIRZAPUR

Bangladeshi Junayed Akter
is 12 years old but the toxic
lead coursing through his
veins has left him with the
diminutive stature of so-
meone several years youn-
ger. Akter is one of 35 mil-
lion children-around 60%
of all children in the South
Asian nation-who have
dangerously high levels of
lead exposure.

The causes are varied,
but his mother blames his
maladies on a since-shut-
tered factory that hastily
scrapped and recycled old
vehicle batteries for profit,
in the process poisoning
the air and the earth of his
small village.

“It would start at night,
and the whole area would
be filled with smoke. You

odour  when  you
breathed,” Bithi Akter told
AFP. “The fruit no longer
grew during the season.
One day, we even found
two dead cows at my aunt’s
house.”

Medical tests showed Ju-
nayed's blood had twice
the level of lead deemed by
the World Health Organiza-
tion to cause serious, and
likely irreversible, mental
impairment in young chil-
dren. “From the second
grade onward, he didn’t
want to listen to us any-
more, he didn’t want to go
mu ol,” Ms. Bithi said,

as her son sat next to her
\\,Iule gazing blankly out at
the courtyard of their
home. “He cried all the
time too.”

Lead poisoning is not a
new phenomenon in Ban-

gladesh, and the causes are
manifold.

They include the heavy
metal's widespread and
continued use in paint, in
defiance of a government

Common poison: Lead s used widespread in paints and as an adulterant in turmeric powder 77

ban, and its use as an adul-
terant in turmeric spice
powder to improve its co-
Jour and perceived quality.

A great many cases are
blamed on informal bat-

tery recycling factories
that have proliferated
around the country in res-
ponse to rising demand.
Children exposed to
dangerous levels of lead

risk decreased intelligence
and cognitive perfor-
mance, anaemia, stunted
growth and lifelong neuro-
logical disorders.

Many more
The factory in the Akter fa.

sustained complaints from
the community. But envi-
ronmental watchdog Pure
Earth believes there could
be 265 suchsites elsewhere
in the country.

“They break down old
batteries, remove the lead
and melt it down to make
new ones,” Pure Earth’s
Mitali Das told AFP.

"Th('y do all this in the
open air,” she addes
toxic fumes and acidic wa-
ter ced during the

that sits a few hours’ drive
north of the capital Dhaka,
operations at another bat-
tery recycling factory
owned by a Chinese com-
pany are in full swing.

On one side are verdant
paddy fields. On the other,
a pipe spews murky water
into a brackish pool bor-
dered by dead lands, caked
with thick orange mud.

Informal battery recy-
cling is a booming business
in Bangladesh.

Itis driven largely by the
mass electrification of rick-
shaws-a formerly pedal-
powered means of con-
veyance popular in both
big cities and rural towns.

More than four million
rickshaws are found on
i roads and the

operation pollute the air,
soil and water.”
In Fulbaria, a village

country’s authorities esti-
mate the market for fitting
them all with electric mo-

tors and batteries at
around $870 million.

“It’s the downside of go-
ing all-electric,” said Maya
Vandenant of the UN chil-
dren’s agency, which is
pushing a strategy to clean
up the industry with tight
er regulations and tax
incentives.

“Most people are un-
aware of the dangers,” she
said, adding that the public
health impacts are forecast
tobe a 6.9% dent to the na-
tional economy.

Muhammad Anwar Sa-
dat of Bangladesh’s health
ministry warned that the
country could not afford to
ignore the scale of the
problem.

“If we do nothing,” he
told AFP, “the number of
people affected will mul-
tiply three or fourfold in
the next two years.”

Battery boom drives Bangladesh lead poisoning epidemic

ol g o Sreare # T Rvrrdar A FY stew e

Bangladeshi Junayed Akter is 12 years old but the toxic lead coursing
through his veins has left him with the diminutive stature of someone
several years younger.

TGl ST &R 12 a9 FT 8, Afthet 30 Fa H Fgar dHaT1 37 FF aui

BIE & S BIE g T 11 I 3

e Akteris one of 35 million children—around 60% of all children in the South Asian
nation—who have dangerously high levels of lead exposure.

3TE 347 35 AT g=at & @ ve g—a eféyor viRarE gor & gaft st T Fr9T 60%
o—ToleTH WALeTTeh &9 & 3oo W1 Iqyor ¢ |
e The causes are varied, but his mother blames his maladies on a since-shuttered factory

that hastily scrapped and recycled old vehicle batteries for profit, in the process
poisoning the air and the earth of his small village.

T AT §, SfehsT 3T AT 7 3T NATRAT &Y Teh & thereT W 3RS T, g
e ATE=T SERET T STeI-sTodr Bha 3R Rargend &, Torad 38 Bl a1ig $ gar 3R
fASE =AY STeX TAer |

e ‘It would start at night, and the whole area would be filled with smoke. You could smell
this particular odour when you breathed,” Bithi Akter told AFP.

“Ig 1T T L& BIT AT, AT X &7 F 31T 1T ST AT| ST 319 T ofcd & Al 379 54 faQ
1T T HEGHH Y Fehel U, Y &< o1 TuHY F g
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e “The fruit no longer grew during the season. One day, we even found two dead cows at
my aunt’s house.”

“HIGEN BeT IS LT 39T A| T o, g 3l o1l o e & & 7R U A oy i1

o Medical tests showed Junayed'’s blood had twice the level of lead deemed by the World
Health Organization to cause serious, and likely irreversible, mental impairment in
young children.

Ffehear qeTo @ Tl el foh SARIe & o H faed Fareey |are+ @Rt fHuiRd fhe arw
Y & TR @ ST T 27, S St 7 18R 3R e IRy oA faepfa

HRUT §eT Thal gl

e “From the second grade onward, he didn’t want to listen to us anymore, he didn’t want to
go to school,” Ms. Bithi said, as her son sat next to her while gazing blankly out at the
courtyard of their home.

"G T & TG, Tg G 3T LT Gotoll A6 T, 5 Tohedl A61 STl aTgaT &1, et Hidy
o7 ShgT, ST 3eTehT ST 3Tch ITF 3T 2T 31T 319eY T 3 37197 6T 3R ART e F 5T T@T

a1

e “He cried all the time t0o0.”
“ag gHAT T §ar a1l”

e Lead poisoning is not a new phenomenon in Bangladesh, and the causes are
manifold.

T FaNTeFaaT Fiveeer F SIS FAT "geaT AT &, 3R 38F FRUTFS &

e They include the heavy metal’s widespread and continued use in paint, in defiance of a
government ban, and its use as an adulterant in turmeric spice powder to improve its
color and perceived quality.

SHH AN 4T T AT 3R AR 3UANT §€ H, FIHR & Gt & ardsfe, 3N gedr
HHTS F UI38T H SHh 3TN bl T T a1 §, qAlfeh 3Heh a7 R 01T T dge Tearam
ST ah |

e A great many cases are blamed on informal battery recycling factories that have
proliferated around the country in response to rising demand.

s ATAG ol HAtqarRe dedt Rarasfaer hiFeat a3 g agmr SIrar §, St sedl AT &
HIOT 2T T H el 915 B

o Children exposed to dangerous levels of lead risk decreased intelligence and
cognitive performance, anemia, stunted growth, and lifelong neurological disorders.

TG T & HW A UF A A a1} Todl 1 JefAA 3R FAeAlcHn Feoial 7 Hal,
TAITAT, 3a%cy e 3R SNt & diaenr datll faeRT &1 @1 g g

o The factory in the Akter family’s village closed after sustained complaints from the
community.

3ER IRAR & 311d 7 therdl sl THETT W AR RIshrrcil & aTe se < feam arm|
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e But environmental watchdog Pure Earth believes there could be 265 such sites
elsewhere in the country.

AfereT TATaToT Ul <A 3ref o7 AT & TR 82 & 3T REdt # 265 W TAST & Gahd B

e “They break down old batteries, remove the lead and melt it down to make new ones,”
Pure Earth’s Mitali Das told AFP.

‘Y el FSRIT Y Alsd &, T fehrerd ¢ 3R 38 [erelient AT deRam s=ra 8, waR ard
F AGTel S o TUHRYT & gl

e “They do all this in the open air,” she added. “The toxic fumes and acidic water produced
during the operation pollute the air, soil, and water.”

‘Y UG T Yol IHATT H FA 8, 381l SAIST| “HaTelel & GRIeT 3cUeof glad alell fauTerd g
3R 3relrr el gar, e 3R arely A sgfia e &1

e In Fulbaria, a village that sits a few hours’ drive north of the capital Dhaka, operations at
another battery recycling factory owned by a Chinese company are in full swing.

FAGRAT H, ST TSI STHT & & € T 3199 W TUT Teh 9119 8, Th AR el
Rerehfoiar therdt a1, SiY Ueh el @l & TaTiaica # §, 98 e & wrereT g1 38 ¥

e On one side are verdant paddy fields. On the other, a pipe spews murky water into a
brackish pool bordered by dead lands, caked with thick orange mud.

Teh 3 GR-41 UTeT F Wl © | QI 31N, Teh UISY 3¢, TTedl 1 Teh WK UTeAT ShT ATl &
39T &, S 7 31fA & fORT g3 &, 3R 388 M Al faed Tl g5 &

e Informal battery recycling is a booming business in Bangladesh.
3rettaeniea s RArsieeT siedmRer # T Gol-Fell AR &

o ltis driven largely by the mass electrification of rickshaws—a formerly pedal-powered
means of conveyance popular in both big cities and rural towns.

I8 HET &9 & R 7 [Regefiaior gart IR i Igel Il qarT Furfod gRageT &1
Teh GIeRT AT, ST 919 A6 3R o7 hEst 7 Nahiog Tl
e More than four million rickshaws are found on Bangladeshi roads and the country’s

authorities estimate the market for fitting them all with electric motors and batteries at
around $870 million.

R fAfATe @ srftrs Rerem siveme:il gsel 0¥ § 3R <o & RAIRAT 1 3T/ & o 5ot
goft 7 gafees Aled AR R o= F7 SR SerereT 870 fAfoTe steR B

o “It's the downside of going all-electric,” said Maya Vandenant of the UN children’s
agency, which is pushing a strategy to clean up the industry with tighter regulations and
tax incentives.

“Tg U e A gifeFeeh gl &l TAhRIcHS Tgel 8,” AT ASAE o hel, Sl HIF TS qTel
o I § 3R S 3T A1 A F T w3 AT 3R R dicagat & ary e e
I dEar S @ 2

e “Most people are unaware of the dangers,” she said, adding that the public health
impacts are forecast to be a 6.9% dent to the national economy.
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“31TRIRI ST WART A 37eTolle 8, 3ogiel ahal, 3R ST foh ATt foleh TATELT THTGT T
AT & fob TE T 3regaear 7 6.9% FT FHY T Hevcl ¢

e Muhammad Anwar Sadat of Bangladesh’s health ministry warned that the country
could not afford to ignore the scale of the problem.

HEFHE A WIETd, SIS & FARRLY HATT @, o Aclraeit &1 o Ger 1 qoear & YA

F AS3ICTST ey T SNTEH AgT 30T Thd |

o “If we do nothing,” he told AFP, “the number of people affected will multiply three or
fourfold in the next two years.”

“HIR GH $H© 81 I, Segiel TUHUT & gl “379Tel & a8 7 Ferfad sl hr g dter a1

IR [T 9 ST |’

CERN reveals plan
for Large Hadron

Collider’s successor
|GS Paper lll: S&T |
Associated Press

Top minds at the world’s largest atom collider
have released a blueprint for a much bigger suc-
cessor that could vastly improve research into the
remaining enigmas of physics.

For roughly a decade, scientists at CERN, the
European Organization for Nuclear Research,
have been making plans for a successor to the
Large Hadron Collider, a network of magnets that
accelerate particles through a 27-kilometre under-
ground tunnel and slam them together at veloci-
ties approaching the speed of light.

The plans for the Future Circular Collider (FCC)
— a nearly 91-kilometre loop along the French-
Swiss border and below Lake Geneva — published
on Monday put the finishing details on a project
roughly a decade in the making at CERN.

The blueprint lays out the proposed path, envi-
ronmental impact, scientific ambitions and pro-
ject cost. Independent experts will take a look be-
fore CERN’s two dozen member countries — all
European except for Israel — decide in 2028
whether to go forward, starting in the mid-2040s
at a cost of some 14 billion Swiss francs.

The FCC would carry out high-precision experi-
ments to study “known physics” in greater detail,
then enter a second phase — planned for 2070 —
that would conduct high-energy collisions of pro-
tons and heavy ions that would “open the door to
the unknown,” said Giorgio Chiarelli, a research
director at Italy’s National Institute of Nuclear
Physics.

“History of physics tells that when there is
more data, the human ingenuity is able to extract
more information than originally expected,” Mr.
Chiarelli, who was not involved in the plans, said.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

CERN reveals plan for Large Hadron
Collider’s successor

CERN & §3 83T HIdT8sT & ITRIMAHRY &
fow Arsrer 1 gerar fFar

An illustration marks the tunnels of the Large Hadron
Collider (LHC) and the Future Circular Collider (FCC). AFP

Top minds at the world’s largest atom collider
have released a blueprint for a much bigger
successor that could vastly improve research
into the remaining enigmas of physics.
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For roughly a decade, scientists at CERN, the European Organization for Nuclear
Research, have been making plans for a successor to the Large Hadron Collider, a
network of magnets that accelerate particles through a 27-kilometre underground
tunnel and slam them together at velocities approaching the speed of light.

ST EAF T W, CERN, JUNT T ITHTeT Haraet, & J=ATioreh a3 g30eT PIaATgsT
& SANTUFRY Y AISTAT AT 1 §, SN T oIl bl oAcdah g, St ol bt 27 Fratfiex spfara
L o ATEGH T ool Il § 3R 3o TohTer Y a1y & 91 1fey & 31799 H e |

The plans for the Future Circular Collider (FCC) — a nearly 91-kilometre loop along
the French-Swiss border and below Lake Geneva — published on Monday put the
finishing details on a project roughly a decade in the making at CERN.

TR T HIATEST (FCC) FHI AofelTd — Teh orareter 91 fraiefiex ofam a7 St wiw-
Racatels diaT 31k A% aar & A9 fud § — SHaR F1 geifid & 378, Segiar CERN
# TSI Teh €2reh @ AR &1 T8 Hisiere oh 3ifeiaT faawor g fahu|

The blueprint lays out the proposed path, environmental impact, scientific ambitions, and
project cost.

seffic H YEATTad AT, TATeRuNI weird, dA1eTeh HgcdTelaTu 3R Wiotere Sl oIl &l
ERITT AT § |

Independent experts will take a look before CERN'’s two dozen member countries — all
European except for Israel — decide in 2028 whether to go forward, starting in the mid-
2040s at a cost of some 14 billion Swiss francs.

¥aaa fAATT CERN & &I &oleT HEET ST ¥ Ugel 38 ¢@ar — gt Ui ¢wr, faar
FIIBA o — it 2028 # AU ofay T 31T ST & AT =787, 3R Tg AEF-2040 & S2Ah H Y&
gam, TSaehr emere erarerer 14 faforaer Raw e gt

The FCC would carry out high-precision experiments to study “known physics” in
greater detail, then enter a second phase — planned for 2070 — that would conduct
high-energy collisions of protons and heavy ions that would “open the door to the
unknown,” said Giorgio Chiarelli, a research director at Italy’s National Institute of
Nuclear Physics.

FCC 3=g-IR[EEIaT Y91 3T difeh “3ATe $iifarshr ot 3ifere faedR & sreaae fohar 5
T, T TE gAY TROT A YALT M — S 2070 & AT ANeretr de1rs 318 & — Foras Weleq
3R A 3T & 3TT-FolT TAId g9 ST 37T S gIaTet i @reld,” o feraT RameE,
Feoll & IS Jrorfae HifahT aegTe & T ever A o Fgrl

“History of physics tells that when there is more data, the human ingenuity is able to
extract more information than originally expected,” Mr. Chiarelli, who was not involved in
the plans, said.
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TOPICS COVERED (PCS Special)

1. INSV Tarini reaches final stopover of global
circumnavigation

INSV fardiedt ot aRae aRehaT & 3ifa# 98Ta oX aga

INSV Tarini reaches final stopover of global circumnavigation

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Indian Naval Sailing Vessel
(INSV) Tarini, crewed by
women officers Lieutenant
Commander Dilna K. and
Lieutenant Commander-
Roopa A., arrived at Cape
Town, South Africa, on
Monday, marking the
fourth and final stopover in
their global circumnaviga-
tion expedition, Navika Sa-
gar Parikrama I1.

The vessel and crew
were received at the Royal
Cape Yacht Club by Ruby
Jaspreet, Consul General of
India in Cape Town; Rear
Admiral (JG) Lisa Hen-
dricks, Chief of Staff, South
African Navy Fleet; and
Captain Atul Sapahia, the
Defence Adviser of India
based in Pretoria. A South
African naval band per-
formed to welcome the
vessel.

According to a state-

INSV Tarini arrived at Cape Town in South Africa on Monday. PTi

ment from the Indian Na-
vy, INSV Tarini will remain
docked at the yacht club
for approximately two
weeks for scheduled main-
tenance and repairs. “The

crew of the vessel will en-
gage and interact with the
South African Navy at Si-
mon’s Town Naval Base
and Gordon’s Bay Naval
College. Community out-

reach events are also
planned during their stay,”
the Navy stated. The vessel
is scheduled to depart
Cape Town on April 15 for
its final leg back to India.

The Navika Sagar Parik-
rama II expedition was
flagged off from Goa by
Chief of the Naval Staff, Ad-
miral Dinesh K. Tripathi,
on October 2, 2024. The
mission aims to cover
more than 23,400 nautical
miles (approximately
43,300 kilometres) over
roughly eight months, sail-
ing across three oceans
and rounding three chal-
lenging Capes. Prior to
Cape Town, INSV Tarini
called at Fremantle, Aus-
tralia; Lyttelton, New Zea-
land; and Port Stanley,
Falkland Islands (UK). The
expedition is scheduled to
conclude upon return to
Goa in May 2025.

The voyage from Port
Stanley, which com-
menced on March 6, and
the preceding legs have
presented significant chal-
lenges. The Navy state-
ment highlighted that “the
vessel and the crew having

encountered rough seas
and extremely cold tem-
perature coupled with
stormy weather condi-
tions, made the task of cir-
cumnavigation highly chal-
lenging and demanding.” It
noted that the passage so
far witnessed winds ex-
ceeding 50 knots (93 km/h)
and waves up to seven
metres (23 feet) high.

INSV Tarini is an indige-
nously built, 56-foot sailing
vessel commissioned into
the Indian Navy in Febru-
ary 2017 and has underta-
ken several such expedi-
tions previously.

This port call adds to re-
cent interactions between
the Indian and South Afri-
can Navies. In October
2024, INS Talwar partici-
pated in the 8th edition of
Exercise IBSAMAR off the
South African coast, and in
January 2025, the stealth
frigate INS Tushil made a
port call at Durban.

INSV Tarini reaches final stopover of global circumnavigation

INSV ferlistt o 3R aRepan & sifa# asma X ag=n

Indian Naval Sailing Vessel (INSV) Tarini, crewed by women officers
Lieutenant Commander Dilna K. and Lieutenant Commander Roopa
A., arrived at Cape Town, South Africa, on Monday, marking the fourth
and final stopover in their global circumnavigation expedition, Navika
Sagar Parikramalll.

SR AT Y Aterraa A (INSV) A8, #fgen srfaRal dftesie
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FAT e F. 31X AfFeaec FATT T T. & 1Y, WHAIR F) HY T3,
mm@mmmqﬁmm STt AR IRGHAT || &1
Tter 3R 31fas gsIE am|

e The vessel and crew were received at the Royal Cape Yacht Club by Ruby Jaspreet,
Consul General of India in Cape Town; Rear Admiral (JG) Lisa Hendricks, Chief of
Staff, South African Navy Fleet; and Captain Atul Sapahia, the Defence Adviser of
India based in Pretoria.

STETST R 5 1 TT AT FT AT Ford H Falt TN, FT T3 H AR & Bl ST,
R vsfoe (o) fora Efgera, afator snhrehr Ataer & g e, X Fedrer srger
FIRAT, TR 7 9T & &1 FeAgehR SaRT {6 ar=m|

e A South African naval band performed to welcome the vessel.
Zfayor 3hYhY AT 43 3 e T TaeTd A & foT wedle R

e According to a statement from the Indian Navy, INSV Tarini will remain docked at the
yacht club for approximately two weeks for scheduled maintenance and repairs.

AR AR o SITT o 3TER, INSV TR I1e ol H T & FedTg o v f@aiford
IEWETT 3R FAFAT & fow @31 Bl |

e “The crew of the vessel will engage and interact with the South African Navy at Simon’s
Town Naval Base and Gordon’s Bay Naval College. Community outreach events
are also planned during their stay,” the Navy stated.

“STGTST T %, WISY ITSHhT AT & TTY WFHAH T3 AT a8 IR AST T F AR
Flelel H FaTe 3N SeITFC M| 3oTeh SEd oh ATl WHETT WaT FRAHA o 3T fve
ST, AT o gl |

e The vessel is scheduled to depart Cape Town on April 15 for its final leg back to India.

STETST Y T3 T 15 ¥ 1 319a) 3ifad TROT & [T HRT a9y S & fIT Iamar gem|

e The Navika Sagar Parikrama Il expedition was flagged off from Goa by Chief of the
Naval Staff, Admiral Dinesh K. Tripathi, on October 2, 2024.

AT AR TREHAT || JTHATT Y IaT & AT Y@, TSFAT fewier &. Brardh gary 2
3acaT 2024 H1 g4 ST oS a1g A

e The mission aims to cover more than 23,400 nautical miles (approximately 43,300
kilometres) over roughly eight months, sailing across three oceans and rounding three
challenging Capes.

59 AT o1 o8 STTeTaT 23,400 sAt&faa #Hier (wremstar 43,300 freiteR) $r gl a e
%,ﬁmmmﬁmmﬁwmgmgﬁﬁ@w&gml

e Prior to Cape Town, INSV Tarini called at Fremantle, Australia; Lyttelton, New
Zealand; and Port Stanley, Falkland Islands (UK).

Y9 T3 W Tge, INSV fadielt o shraAree, sireefor, faeaes, s=gahels; 3 9l wael,
Pleels gdIT (Ia) I T AT
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e The expedition is scheduled to conclude upon return to Goa in May 2025.
g RIS A 2025 F Mar a9y et 9T JATTT 8 & v FuRa g1

e The voyage from Port Stanley, which commenced on March 6, and the preceding legs
have presented significant challenges.

1€ el & I, ST 6 AT A YT g%, AR Sl IOl A FAgeawor FeAforar ger Hr g
o The Navy statement highlighted that “the vessel and the crew having encountered

rough seas and extremely cold temperatures coupled with stormy weather conditions,
made the task of circumnavigation highly challenging and demanding.”

AT o ST H Fg ool fohar I T3 “STgTeT 3R 5 o 3Uel F9g 3R Ircafs &3
ATIHATE T HIHAT fohaT, | & bttt HIH & [l o GRehAT 14 1 31ca e gt
3R Aot T fe=m!”

e It noted that the passage so far witnessed winds exceeding 50 knots (93 km/h) and
waves up to seven metres (23 feet) high.

SHH g Seol fondT 3T foh 319 dh &1 ITT 3 50 Ate (93 fFai/aen & 310 garv 3k
|1 HeT aF i e (23 Fre) ST S|

e INSV Tarini is an indigenously built, 56-foot sailing vessel commissioned into the
Indian Navy in February 2017 and has undertaken several such expeditions previously.

INSV fadisly v Taeeft AT, 56 e &6 staras g &, 58 wad 2017 & AT
AT 7 FelrersT forar 3/ 41 3R 3T gge off s O 31TRITAT Y 7S o B

e This port call adds to recent interactions between the Indian and South African Navies.

g §cIITTg T & AR 37R gfaror 3rhyehY Aemsit & S gTer $r Sexuaria & Soir
g T

In October 2024, INS Talwar participated in the 8th edition of Exercise IBSAMAR off the South
African coast, and in January 2025, the stealth frigate INS Tushil made a port call at Durban.

3FEa 2024 H, INS deaR & GFAI0T IhIhY T TR AT IBSAMAR o 89 HERIOT H 79T T,
3R Steradt 2025 #, INS Fefier ¥ S7aT H Ueh SeaTg AT 6|
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