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Pulwama takes a leap to meet tulip bulbs demand

|GS Paper I: Tulip

Peerzada Ashiq
SRINAGAR

Scientists in Kashmir have
embarked on an ambitious
project to indigenise tulip
bulbs to make India self-re-
liant and match the skill
and production of Nether-
lands — a major global ex-
porter that meets the an-
nual demand of India’s
20-25 lakh tulip bulbs and
cut flowers annually. This
will also pave the way for
hosting more blooming tu-
lip gardens across the
country, especially Capital
New Delhi.

To realise the goal, over
a lakh tulips are already in
full bloom at the Council of
Scientific and Industrial
Research-Indian Institute
of Integrative Medicine
(CSIR IIM) in Pulwams’s
Bonera area.

“The indigenisation of
tulip bulb production in In-
dia is expected to bring sig-

Feast for the eyes: The Pulwama centre W|th over one lakh tulip
bloom. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

nificant changes to the
country’s floriculture sec-
tor. Currently, India im-
ports around 20-25 lakh tu-
lip bulbs and cut flowers
annually, primarily from
the Netherlands. By esta-
blishing sustainable pro-
duction models for high-
quality tulip bulbs, India
will be able to meet its ever
growing domestic demand
while also creating oppor-

Pulwama takes aleap to

qoldTAT o TYfAT dod T AT T FA F fAT a8 sarr aong

Scientists in Kashmir have embarked on an ambitious project to
indigenise tulip bulbs to make India self-reliant and match the skill
and production of Netherlands — a major global exporter that meets
the annual demand of India’s 20-25 lakh tulip bulbs and cut flowers.

FeAR & dAfART o YA Todll F FagfNFOT T T Agcarniadl Hsiee Y&

tunities to export tulip
bulbs to international mar-
kets,” Dr. Jitendra Singh,
Minister of Science and
technology and Earth
Sciences, told The Hindu,
in an online interview.

Launching pad

Spread over 60 hectares at
an altitude of 5,400 feet,
Pulwama’s Bonera station
is emerging as the launch-

meet tulip bulbs demand

ing pad of the ambitious
project that also aims to
see new tulip blooming
destinations adding to In-
dia’s tourism map in the fu-
ture.

Theme-based gardens
“The Ministry envisions es-
tablishing theme-based tu-
lip gardens and production
centres in regions with
suitable agro-climatic con-
ditions across the country.
Given its temperate cli-
mate, J&K is poised to be-
come a key hub for tulip
bulb production,” Mr.
Singh said.

The Union Minister said
the Kashmir centre was de-
veloping “novel and elite
varieties of high-value cut
and bulbous crops, partic-
ularly tulips, to reduce im-
port dependency and pro-
mote self-sufficiency in the
sector”. The Pulwama sta-
tion already has eight va-
rieties of tulips in its rows.

Kashmir is home to the
iconic Indira Gandhi Me-
morial Tulip Garden in Sri-
nagar, which sees over 1.5
million flowers blooming
every spring and attracts
thousands of tourists from
across the country. Howev-
er, the region imports
around 15 lakh bulbs every
year from the Netherlands
to curate Asia’s biggest tu-
lip garden. Over five lakh
tulip bulbs were also plant-
ed in other parts of the
country, mostly in New
Delhi, officials said.

Tulip cultivation, ac-
cording to the scientists,
offers an alternative and
profitable income stream,
particularly in regions
where traditional agricul-
ture is constrained by cli-
matic or environmental
limitations.

Currently, the CSIR IIIM
centre in Pulwama is in full
bloom and awaits to take
wings to widen its horizon.

T g anf st sreAfaeiR a1 7% 31 AeTelsd & Fterer 3R 3cueaT &
TR T 9T T — Y 9 Y 20-25 o1& TfAT 7o 3R Fe Felray H
I AT Y QT FI1 8

e This will also pave the way for hosting more blooming tulip gardens across the
country, especially in Capital New Delhi.

SHY S H, Wi Torerralt 71§ Ryeelt 7 31K 3170 wal @ @ egfora anmst
ASTETAT T AT T FRrEcT gram |
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To realise the goal, over a lakh tulips are already in full bloom at the Council of
Scientific and Industrial Research-Indian Institute of Integrative Medicine (CSIR
IIM) in Pulwama’s Bonera area.

$H olag I HhN el & ToIT, FaramaT & Sifert &7 Fua danfas 3R st srqwemer
TRYG-RAT ThIFa JHiwer FEATT (CSIR [IM) H U5 4 81 0F o @ 31faw ggfoT gat
$1 7t ¥ ¥ fEeh g Rufa ¢

“The indigenisation of tulip bulb production in India is expected to bring significant
changes to the country’s floriculture sector.

"0 A AT Tod ScuTesT F TTaMFI0T § 20 & Gl HY Wl &1 F Hgca ol seord 3T
&1 3G B

Currently, India imports around 20-25 lakh tulip bulbs and cut flowers annually,
primarily from the Netherlands.

TAHATS H, AR g ATl FMHI 20-25 AT AT god AR FE FaATaX T AT FAT 8,
qTT F9 W sfewelsd A

By establishing sustainable production models for high-quality tulip bulbs, India will
be able to meet its ever growing domestic demand while also creating opportunities to

export tulip bulbs to international markets,” said Dr. Jitendra Singh, Minister of
Science and Technology and Earth Sciences, in an online interview to The Hindu.

3T IOTAT a1 TYfAT Fedll & FAT RFT Seureet Atse TATTAT Fieh R 3= SAaMar
TGl B FIIT 3l G AT Hehall A FARTSET ST 7 TgfAT aeat 1 frafer o oy
e, v R 3k siefrT aur gt R w650 o1, s Rig o ¢ g sl

FTeTTcah R H SarT|

Launching pad
YRiA® #9

Spread over 60 hectares at an altitude of 5,400 feet, Pulwama’s Bonera station is
emerging as the launching pad of the ambitious project that also aims to see new tulip
blooming destinations adding to India’s tourism map in the future.

5,400 e FT FaT$ TX thel 60 §HFAT 817 H &I JerarAT T N T, 58 Hgcarehial
ARATSTAT &l YRIAF A T 16T &, ToTHeT 3682 ST Fell & AT Gt Ul &l 7R F
g AR & SsaT &

Theme-based gardens

fter-3mena ameT

“The Ministry envisions establishing theme-based tulip gardens and production
centres in regions with suitable agro-climatic conditions across the country.
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HATST T ANofell SR H 39gFd F-srerarg IRFFufat arer 35 & der-smnfRa
foT ST 3R 3eaTeeT Fal T TATTeT A B

e Given its temperate climate, J&K is poised to become a key hub for tulip bulb
production,” Mr. Singh said.

FHAST STATY FT ST §U, T FAR AT o It 1 I7@ &g sofed & foIv
IR, 4 T = Fel

e The Union Minister said the Kashmir centre was developing “novel and elite
varieties of high-value cut and bulbous crops, particularly tulips, to reduce import
dependency and promote self-sufficiency in the sector”.

Fhr #7ft F g o FAR F 3TT-7FT Fe 3R qeaw wHal, v ooy Fr ag
3R 3 Tt Tash il &Y 16T §, aTfeh AT W) fXsiRaT et by ST ek AR Faraerast &t
SeraT f&r ST w1

e The Pulwama station already has eight varieties of tulips in its rows.
YeAdTAT T H Tgel & €1 Tgfara #r 3ms fred 391 S @ |
e Kashmir is home to the iconic Indira Gandhi Memaorial Tulip Garden in Srinagar,

which sees over 1.5 million flowers blooming every spring and attracts thousands of
tourists from across the country.

AR, AR T wiey R anieh AR caforg anéar &1 eX &, STaf &% a@d & 15
A & AT ol T § 3 TE G2 & AR TAEH! 1 HTHTA el ¢

e However, the region imports around 15 lakh bulbs every year from the Netherlands to
curate Asia’s biggest tulip garden.

gTelifeh, IF 817 §X ATeT URIAT & WaH T3 TYTAT IS HT Folled & ToIv eIl sq F FATemar

15 oG dod AT T g

e Over five lakh tulip bulbs were also planted in other parts of the country, mostly in
New Delhi, officials said.

ARt & sara & ger & 3w REat 7, geaa: 78 Redh 7 o arw & afvs gfow
Fod §iY 9T AT

e Tulip cultivation, according to the scientists, offers an alternative and profitable
income stream, particularly in regions where traditional agriculture is constrained by
climatic or environmental limitations.

ATl & AR, TgfarT Fr Bl Teh RArsreaqet 3R arerar 3 @ vee AT E,
QIR 31 &A1 7 STgT IOReTd $1¥ Serary a1 gatavoii Wensit & HRoT SIferd gich ¢

e Currently, the CSIR llIM centre in Pulwama is in full bloom and awaits to take wings
to widen its horizon.

fihergTer, qoraraT RPUd CSIR 11IM g gt a¥E & ol & R gam § 3R 319 & &1 qgr
¥ faw v@ o H AR E
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_ [GS Paperl: Society. |
Taken to task
The Supreme Court is right in pushing
Speakers to act decisively on defections

T he issue of defections in Legislative As-

semblies has become a vexed one in pu-

blic life in recent years. Ruling parties —
the Bharatiya Janata Party in particular — have
adopted an unabashed approach to augment
their legislative support by encouraging defec-
tions. A commonly used modus operandi — used
egregiously in Manipur in the late 2010s and later
in Maharashtra — involves the Speaker, invariably
from the ruling party, sitting on disqualification
petitions from Opposition parties against legisla-
tors who have defected. Some defectors have
even been sworn in as Ministers, pending adjudi-
cation on their party-switching by the Speaker.
Many States have seen the unedifying sight of
mass defections to the ruling party just after elec-
tions, making a mockery of the democratic exer-
cise. The latest is the situation in Telangana
where the petitions filed by the Bharat Rashtra
Samiti (BRS) in March-April 2024, to disqualify 10
of its legislators who defected to the Congress,
were notified by the Speaker only in January this
year. The Supreme Court, hearing a petition by
the BRS seeking timely action by the Speaker, has
rightly observed that it was not “powerless” if a
Speaker chose to remain indecisive. Justice B.R.
Gavai’s observation that the courts cannot tell a
Speaker how to decide, but that they could ask
the Speaker to decide within a reasonable pe-
riod, is a rational one.

A five-judge Constitution Bench, in May 2023,
had reposed its faith in the Speaker’s “propriety
and impartiality” to decide on defections, but
“within a reasonable period”. Flowing from this
judgment, the Court had, in October 2023, fixed
a deadline for the Maharashtra Speaker to decide
defection pleas from the Opposition after the un-
due delay by him in hearing them. Yet, the issue
is persistent. This is inevitable as Speakers are in-
variably elected from ruling parties and rarely act
in a non-partisan manner, despite the expecta-
tion that they will do so. In 2020, the Court had
asked Parliament to amend the Constitution to
strip Legislative Assembly Speakers of their ex-
clusive power to decide upon whether legislators
should be disqualified or not under the Tenth
Schedule which frames the anti-defection law. It
had also asked for an independent tribunal, in-
stead of the Speaker, to be appointed for the task.
No such action has been taken by Parliament
since then and the problem of defections going
unaddressed by Speakers within a reasonable
time frame persists. If the Court forces the hand
of the Speaker in Telangana, it might be one more
blow for decisive action. But the scourge of defec-
tions and how it is dealt with will remain as long
as voters do not punish those who indulge in
such practices.

Taken to task

fFATI Serar Irar

The Supreme Court is right in pushing Speakers
to act decisively on defections

e & gor-age U T ! [AvTIS T F
FIETS F & AT IR F1 FhHA FIE F1 78 Fe
g

The issue of defections in Legislative Assemblies has become a
vexed one in public life in recent years.

gTeT o ANt # fauTeTwsnait & qo-aae I Heal sl Side H Uh
STfEer WHAEAT 1 91T &

. Ruling parties — the Bharatiya Janata Party in particular
— have adopted an unabashed approach to augment their
legislative support by encouraging defections.

ARG gl — TAATHT HRANT FAdT Ut —  So-ggel Y AcHRd
Fh 3T FAURY GHIH T dore & foIv e Aeiser orfa 39S
gl

. A commonly used modus operandi — used egregiously
in Manipur in the late 2010s and later in Maharashtra — involves
the Speaker, invariably from the ruling party, sitting on
disqualification petitions from Opposition parties against
legislators who have defected.

Teh 3TA AR O 379e11S STTe aTell I0TAIT, ST 2010 & 3eRret F AforqR
Wmﬁwﬁgﬁmsﬁﬂmgé,m%%ﬁmmawﬁ,
ST 3TFER TG & A 8 &, §of Sgele arel faemIe! & fAeame fgay
GaRT ST HATIAT ATTAHIIAT T TCHIT W § |

o Some defectors have even been sworn in as Ministers,
pending adjudication on their party-switching by the Speaker.

$O gl dgoa ard faurs o w0 ug i arqy it of T 8, Siafeh
THRT @R 3+Teh et ageret W fAvT difaa 8

. Many States have seen the unedifying sight of mass

defections to the ruling party just after elections, making a mockery of the democratic

exercise.

&S Tl 7 ToATal & i a1 G gl 3 93 JA I go-agel 1 i fufa dae
&I fAeT 8, foad deaifas afsrar 1 f@eelt 35 &
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e The latest is the situation in Telangana where the petitions filed by the Bharat
Rashtra Samiti (BRS) in March-April 2024, to disqualify 10 of its legislators who
defected to the Congress, were notified by the Speaker only in January this year.

TSI ATHCT ASINTAT FT § ST ATG-314e 2024 7 HRe I5g AT (BRS) garT &R & 7w
9= 10 FAEmaent # 39T g & folv gy I3t o et a 390 a¥ Serad A &
Afewrs fFam

e The Supreme Court, hearing a petition by the BRS seeking timely action by the
Speaker, has rightly observed that it was not “powerless” if a Speaker chose to remain
indecisive.

FNH FIE A BRS T 31N & Tt Y WATTGH FIATS Y HT dTell A1t 9 Feaars aid
gV HEY AR X g feoqoht &y o afe; Tt farotar ot &t §, A I “dwerT w7 ¥

o Justice B.R. Gavai’s observation that the courts cannot tell a Speaker how to
decide, but that they could ask the Speaker to decide within a reasonable period, is a
rational one.

=arHfd .3, 79 i 75 eeaoh fF Famarey e Ft 98 7@ aar gwarn fF F faokr

AT &, JAfeheT 98 IE &g TohaT ¢ T 3R 0T & iay Aok o se, uves arfee A

e Afive-judge Constitution Bench, in May 2023, had reposed its faith in the Speaker’s
“propriety and impartiality” to decide on defections, but “within a reasonable
period”.

A€ 2023 F g =grarefie F Giaene do o ThwT Y Risear 31t fasgerar & e

AT AT foF I SoT-acel X AT o, Jfehed I8 " 3Ra 77 & fiay g anfgu|

¢ Flowing from this judgment, the Court had, in October 2023, fixed a deadline for the
Maharashtra Speaker to decide defection pleas from the Opposition after the undue
delay by him in hearing them.

59 fAuTar & MR OY, 3reFgaT 2023 H I7ETeAd o AERTSE & FHHT T fquet Hr aor-aee
FIRF3T 9T AT O & Ov 3raifed &8 & a1 ¥a@g €A ag iy oY

e Yet, the issue is persistent.
i< o, o1 Feer 3ra oft wotm gam &

e This is inevitable as Speakers are invariably elected from ruling parties and rarely act
in a non-partisan manner, despite the expectation that they will do so.

Ig Teufa srfaard § iifer Tl 3mar alt oX wares &or @ &1 I STl § 3R 3 3R-
TETITAYUT SHEER T 371G & STaolg J UAT FH &1 HTcd § |

e In 2020, the Court had asked Parliament to amend the Constitution to strip Legislative
Assembly Speakers of their exclusive power to decide upon whether legislators
should be disqualified or not under the Tenth Schedule which frames the anti-
defection law.

2020 H HIE F HHE T AU H TAMUT T [Ae=awsT Tad ¥ I8 Iy 3R Siaa
ol ST AT Toh 3 GHAT I & dgd, Sl Go-agel fANE Fef §, TE T A o faumas
3T & AT LT
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e It had also asked for an independent tribunal, instead of the Speaker, to be appointed
for the task.

HIE 71 Ig o1 heT AT foh 38 1 & ToIw T T SFITE T TadAT FARATAFIOT A Aol
I ST |

e No such action has been taken by Parliament since then and the problem of defections
going unaddressed by Speakers within a reasonable time frame persists.

9 & WHE GART FI§ FEH g1 3STAT AT 3N FTHFT R THI W GA-aG el G FIATS AgH
B Y T SN ES &

o Ifthe Court forces the hand of the Speaker in Telangana, it might be one more blow
for decisive action.

Pathshala
www.patrioticias.in

DPATRIOTICIAS

I FIC dereman 7 Tt ) Aoy A & fore #Asrey FXar §, o 7 ' 3R Fuies
FTLATE FT STCH & T &

o Butthe scourge of defections and how it is dealt with will remain as long as voters do

not punish those who indulge in such practices.

SfoheT gor-aeer s ATAT 3R SHHT TATYUTT dd deh §o1T I§9 SId doh AderdT T Aemashi

F AT 781 & 5 3T g a1 w13t & feg B &

A people stlll waiting to move out of the margins

[GS Paper |: Society
l nternational Transgender Day of Vlslhlllty,

which is observed on March 31, highlights the

challenges that transgender individuals face.
Despite legal advancements such as the
Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Act,
2019, social stigma, economic exclusion and
discrimination persist. There are barriers to
education, employment and health care.
Workplace biases and financial discrimination
hinder economic empowerment, while bullying
and unsupportive environments restrict
education. Health-care systems fail to address
transgender-specific needs, worsening
marginalisation. True inclusion requires strong
policy implementation, anti-discrimination
enforcement, and societal change. Governments,
businesses and communities must ensure
financial inclusion, equal opportunities and
support, fostering empowerment beyond mere
visibility.

Legal recognition versus ground reality
Weak implementation of the Transgender
Persons (Protection of Rights) Act, 2019, hampers
access to welfare schemes. As of December 2023,
the National Portal for Transgender Persons
received 24,115 identity card applications.
However, only 15,800 certificates were issued,
with over 3,200 pending beyond the mandated
30-day period. In Delhi, despite a transgender
population of approximately 4,200 (2011 Census),
only 23 identity cards had been issued by April
2022. The Act’s bureaucratic certification process
delays recognition by contrasting global
standards of self-determination. It also lacks
provisions for addressing police harassment,
family rejection, and social exclusion.

Economic empowerment remains a challenge
in India due to systemic barriers in employment
and entrepreneurship. A 2018 National Human
Rights Commission of India (NHRC) report found
that 92% of transgender individuals were
excluded from economic activities, forcing many

Address

Vipin Benny

is Assistant Professor
and Research
Supervisor,
Department of
Commerce, St.
Thomas College
(Autonomous),
Thrissur, Kerala

Transgender
individuals
continue to face
barriers to
acceptance,
education,
employment
and health care

to engage in sex work. A 2022 study reported a
transgender unemployment rate of 48%, far
above the national average of 7%-8%.

Discrimination starts at hiring, where biases
lead to exclusion, and those employed face
workplace hostility, a lack of gender-neutral
facilities, and resistance from colleagues. While
Tata Steel has hired over 100 transgender
employees, the industry-wide adoption of such
policies is limited. In 2024, the Finance Ministry
clarified that LGBTQ+ individuals could open
joint bank accounts and nominate partners as
beneficiaries, yet broader financial exclusion
persists. There need to be workplace inclusion
policies, diversity hiring, targeted financial
programmes, and government-backed loans to
ensure economic empowerment.

Hurdles in education, health-care access
Education is crucial for inclusion and the
economic empowerment of transgender
individuals in India, but systemic discrimination
leads to significant disparities. The 2011 Census
reported a transgender literacy rate of 56.1%,
when the national average was 74.04%. In Kerala,
58% dropped out due to bullying, harassment,
and unsupportive environments. But some States
have introduced inclusive policies — Maharashtra
has transgender cells in colleges and the
University of Kerala has reserved seats and hostel
facilities. However, nationwide policies remain
weak. Ensuring equal opportunities requires
gender-sensitive curricula, inclusive learning
spaces, financial aid and vocational training.
Transgender individuals in India face major
health-care challenges owing to systemic
discrimination, financial barriers, and inadequate
medical infrastructure. Despite the National
Health Policy (2017) and the Ayushman Bharat,
accessibility remains limited. A National Legal
Services Authority survey found that 27% were
denied health care due to their gender identity.
Gender-affirming treatments remain costly
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(between 22 lakh to %5 lakh) with limited
insurance coverage. While the ‘Ayushman Bharat
TG Plus’ card offers ¥5 lakh annual coverage,
implementation gaps persist. The lack of trained
health-care professionals results in substandard
care, and mental health support is severely
inadequate. Solutions include mandatory
transgender health-care training; inclusion of
gender-affirming treatments in insurance;
dedicated transgender health clinics, and
expanded mental health services.

Steps to help mainstream

Changing societal perceptions of transgender
individuals in India requires genuine inclusion in
the media, education, workplaces, and policies.
While visibility has increased, portrayals often
reinforce stereotypes. Deep-rooted prejudices in
families, schools, and workplaces are another
factor. Initiatives such as the ‘T Am Also Human’
campaign by the Humsafar Trust help, but
broader efforts are needed. Gender sensitisation
in schools, universities, and workplaces is
essential. The media must depict transgender
individuals in diverse roles, while cultural events
such as Tamil Nadu’s Koovagam Festival can
promote acceptance.

International Transgender Day of Visibility
underscores the need for policy reforms, social
acceptance, and economic inclusion.
Discrimination persists in employment,
education, health care, and public spaces. Many
face identity documentation issues, financial
barriers, and workplace biases. Addressing these
issues requires awareness campaigns, inclusive
media representations, and gender sensitisation
in schools and workplaces. Beyond symbolism,
enforcing anti-discrimination laws, inclusive
hiring, and supporting transgender
entrepreneurs are also essential. True equality
demands collective action to dismantle
institutional barriers and to ensure dignity,
empowerment, and integration.

Road, Gorakhpur
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A people still waiting to move out of the margins

39 oY gIf A A T AF oI HT AR HT I AT

International Transgender Day of Visibility, which is observed on
March 31, highlights the challenges that transgender individuals face.

31 AT H AATIT AT TN HRTET ==Y 3 3w RfFfAf, gesis
fFadl & A 3T et Folfaal FY IR Far B

e Despite legal advancements such as the Transgender Persons (Protection of
Rights) Act, 2019, social stigma, economic exclusion and discrimination persist.

g sY S (3rfAaRY 1 |aTon) IfAfATe, 2019 S Fept GURT & Jras(e, aefas
For, e afgsar 3R dgsa 39 off ST

e There are barriers to education, employment and health care.
v, AeT 3R FaTEeT Janait aeh ug T # arurd Sel g8 &l

e Workplace biases and financial discrimination hinder economic empowerment,
while bullying and unsupportive environments restrict education.

FRIFIT R [aTarg 3R il s e gufFasior 7 arm stad 8, Jafe 4AHem
3R sragaih Avgler e A AT F:a €

e Health-care systems fail to address transgender-specific needs, worsening
marginalisation.

FATEL YOI TTAISY TG HT A STl 31 O et 7 faweT et &, forea
grRrTeRToT 3R S g1

e Trueinclusion requires strong policy implementation, anti-discrimination
enforcement, and societal change.

Ted HATARNA & U Frge Afaat F1 frareage, sesma-qe Fegat w1 arere 3R
WATTAF Feerd 6 &

e Governments, businesses and communities must ensure financial inclusion,
equal opportunities and support, fostering empowerment beyond mere visibility.

YRR, FRIART 3R FHETAT I Frelir FAmT, AT a8 3R qardear giAfad s
AT, ATk Sharel TRAAT A 3T ST FATFARIOT 8T Tk |

o Legal recognition versus ground reality
Hlefell AT SATH STHIAT ghrhet

e Weak implementation of the Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Act,
2019, hampers access to welfare schemes.

THAsT AfFa (ISR w1 T&707) IfAAIA, 2019 T FAAR FITaqd FHoIUHRT
ANSTAT3 Y qET A STET STl B
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e As of December 2023, the National Portal for Transgender Persons received
24,115 identity card applications.

fer@iaY 2023 e ARl WS B TS THH T 24,115 Tgel I & 3Tdet 91ed g

e However, only 15,800 certificates were issued, with over 3,200 pending beyond the
mandated 30-day period.

gTallTeh, hdol 15,800 WHTOT 9 &1 STRT T 37T, 3R 3,200 & 318« 3rdesT AuRd 30 =t

$Y 39 Q 31M0F AT T dfad &1

e In Delhi, despite a transgender population of approximately 4,200 (2011 Census),
only 23 identity cards had been issued by April 2022.

feeelt 1, STeT 2011 FY STTINCTAT h ITHR SIHSIST HTATAT ST 4,200 &, 38T 2022 Teh
ehdel 23 9gdTe 9 €1 ST foh 1T |

e The Act’s bureaucratic certification process delays recognition by contrasting
global standards of self-determination.

54U JHTRATAIH HT sqAHTeF TFHAT ATeA-ggaTe & dRaF ATl & [T St Aregar #
qh gl

o It also lacks provisions for addressing police harassment, family rejection, and
social exclusion.

s&# gfaw 3cdiser, IRAR garr edeR, 3R arATfas afessr & Aues & fov graemat
frFAE

e Economic empowerment remains a challenge in India due to systemic barriers in
employment and entrepreneurship.

VR 3R FafRar 7 yorrelera aen3it & HRoT 3R 7 3nfds gafdasor 317 sff v
Al ST 3T &
e A 2018 National Human Rights Commission of India (NHRC) report found that 92%

of transgender individuals were excluded from economic activities, forcing many
to engage in sex work.

2018 1 TS ATTATAFHR HANT (NHRC) T Teh RUIE o 378N, 92% SrAisT safad
s aifafaftrat @ 9 O, ISHd S Sl 1 Fer w1 Fe & FAT AT g s

e A 2022 study reported a transgender unemployment rate of 48%, far above the
national average of 7%-8%.

2022 1 T RUE & AR, THAST IRASTART & 48% oA, it 7o s sitae 7%0-8% &
Hgl AAH
o Discrimination starts at hiring, where biases lead to exclusion, and those

employed face workplace hostility, a lack of gender-neutral facilities, and
resistance from colleagues.

fguTa Y e3nd gfFa & wHT g 8, 5161 qEtarg & HRoT 3o At awgr & S, 3R
it feranfard gt §, 3o aaTqut Frdeye, sist-wgea ghaumsit & w4, 3R agwiAat &
faer o gsar Bl

e While Tata Steel has hired over 100 transgender employees, the industry-wide
adoption of such policies is limited.
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AT T HTeATe FT T TG FA &

In 2024, the Finance Ministry clarified that LGBTQ+ individuals could open joint
bank accounts and nominate partners as beneficiaries, yet broader financial
exclusion persists.

2024 7 a0 #FaTerT 7 T¢ &A1 6 LGB TQ+ safdd wgaa de @rar @i #aha § 31
319 EfAGT Y et AT FHY Fhd €, T ol s faefar afseh s ganm |

There need to be workplace inclusion policies, diversity hiring, targeted financial
programmes, and government-backed loans to ensure economic empowerment.

3T wearfFasor gaRad i & fov srfea gamdere Afaar, Rfawar srafa
frgfFaat, aftra e sriwa, 3 R gafia For N 3raeds |

Hurdles in education, health-care access
fRram 3R Farey @maﬁamtrg%r:ﬁram&

Education is crucial for inclusion and the economic empowerment of transgender
individuals in India, but systemic discrimination leads to significant disparities.

R # TiEeisR cafFaat & wamaere 3R e TerfFasor & v RiaT scda Ageaqer
g, olfeheT JoTTeliaTar AT & HROT AR IHATAATE 3cost Bl o |

The 2011 Census reported a transgender literacy rate of 56.1%, when the national
average was 74.04%.

2011 Y SIAIOTAT o ITAR SIS FIERAT &3 56.1% Y, Siaifeh IS et 74.04% 27|

In Kerala, 58% dropped out due to bullying, harassment, and unsupportive
environments.

el 37 58% TiHGIST BTAT of HHFE, Scdise, 3 sraganht Argler & wRor 9ot s &
But some States have introduced inclusive policies — Maharashtra has
transgender cells in colleges and the University of Kerala has reserved seats and
hostel facilities.

dfehel Ho Tl =TT AT o) T § — FFRTSE A ol # AT AT T0 &
3R e Reafagarery A aRfEra €€ 3R sEmEm giaend vere & 8

However, nationwide policies remain weak.

glelifeh, Trsgeardt Afaat 3 off FA9R &1

Ensuring equal opportunities requires gender-sensitive curricula, inclusive
learning spaces, financial aid and vocational training.

AT T AR el & foIT HAsT-waeerelier aregsha, garaeh fRraror woe, fawia
HETIT, 3R ATaaTiAT FiRYeTor 3Taeys |

Transgender individuals in India face major health-care challenges owing to
systemic discrimination, financial barriers, and inadequate medical infrastructure.
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FHROT TGRS 13T 7 73R TATIT3IT &7 AT HAT IST g

Despite the National Health Policy (2017) and the Ayushman Bharat, accessibility
remains limited.

UsErT Fareey A (2017) AR IYSHT RS & STaelG, FARFET a3t qoh g 31 o
A gl

A National Legal Services Authority survey found that 27% were denied health
care due to their gender identity.

SRreTel oeTer WIAWST FYUTREY o Teh T H ITAT 1T foh 27% TrASIST safFadl FT 8T
Imgsfedt & HROT FaRETT WaTe g1 & M|

Gender-affirming treatments remain costly (between %2 lakh to %5 lakh) with
limited insurance coverage.

SIET-3THT STAR Y of197cT T2 ST A T5 G ok Bl & IR 57 TR AT Fa¥sr g
HfAT

While the ‘Ayushman Bharat TG Plus’ card offers ¥5 lakh annual coverage,
implementation gaps persist.

glellTeh, 'HIYSAT 0 TG Toaw FT8 T5 AT AT FaXer o &, Afehet FraTeaer 7
wﬁﬁa?ﬁgé%l

The lack of trained health-care professionals results in substandard care, and
mental health support is severely inadequate.

TfAfAT TarEeaS AT F FHY & FROT ATAF SaTeT Bl & 3R AARE T
T Y 9gE IIATd & |

Solutions include mandatory transgender health-care training; inclusion of
gender-affirming treatments in insurance; dedicated transgender health clinics,
and expanded mental health services.

THATTAT 3 MR § — SrHeist Fareey Jarat i srfaard fAer, AT asensit & =
IBIHT ITAR T AT FET, Ay grasist Fareey Felfas Tafta &, 3k Aaafas
Fareey Fant #1 AEar|

Steps to help mainstream
HETURT & o & fT FgH

Changing societal perceptions of transgender individuals in India requires
genuine inclusion in the media, education, workplaces, and policies.

HRA H CrEoist AfFdat & Ui WreTiare Tfeehior agaa & forw Aifzar, e, sy,
3R Aot 7 arafas FHRee 3aEE B

While visibility has increased, portrayals often reinforce stereotypes.

gTellTeh TRAAT 94T ¥, ket TEfaral 1R Tt 1 AR Aorae el &
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e Deep-rooted prejudices in families, schools, and workplaces are another factor.
aREr, Fgell, 3R FHETTET 7 TE0E § 93 q@1Te o U 957 HROTE |

o Initiatives such as the ‘1 Am Also Human’ campaign by the Humsafar Trust help,
but broader efforts are needed.

THIWT TTC FT ‘I Am Also Human’ ST 9gol HAGG il &, offohe] cATIS JATHT hr

LR B

o Gender sensitisation in schools, universities, and workplaces is essential.
Flt, Rreafemerd, 31k Frdwwsl # S weerefierar 5 2

e The media must depict transgender individuals in diverse roles, while cultural
events such as Tamil Nadu’s Koovagam Festival can promote acceptance.

#f3ar o1 crasist cafaaat @ Rfaer st & aeier @rigy, sefe affesrg w1 Faam
3cHd S ARFHTaF FRAFA FEIHa F 9611 S THd ¢

e International Transgender Day of Visibility underscores the need for policy
reforms, social acceptance, and economic inclusion.

FATALAT T HTTLIRAT I YW fhed AT g
o Discrimination persists in employment, education, health care, and public spaces.
VSR, A&, FarEey QaTT, mmmﬁmm-@m

e Many face identity documentation issues, financial barriers, and workplace
biases.

S oIl T TgETeT GEaTdal, e aremsit, 3R Frre 9 qafargt s AT HET g5l
gl

o Addressing these issues requires awareness campaigns, inclusive media
representations, and gender sensitisation in schools and workplaces.

SoT FHEIT3T ohT FHATUTST STRTRehaT AT, Famaet #@f3ar veqfa, 3R Fxal 7 Frieyat
# =T gacaTerar 4 gHa B

e Beyond symbolism, enforcing anti-discrimination laws, inclusive hiring, and
supporting transgender entrepreneurs are also essential.

YAHIHHAT A AT o §U, AT Fefei! I A1 FTAT, FATGR o7t 3R grwsist
3ITAAT T FadeT o ST B

e True equality demands collective action to dismantle institutional barriers and to
ensure dignity, empowerment, and integration.

Tl FATAT & foIT HEART STems3it & @od w34, 3R TRAT, FerfFasor, T vhiaor
AT = & ARYfesd TN a8
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Koovagam Festival
EI@WTH’ 3cdd

e The Koovagam Festival is an annual event celebrated in Koovagam, a small village
in the Kallakurichi district of Tamil Nadu, India.

FAIH 3cHT Toh AMEF AT & S FIA, dfAerarg & FeadpRD Fd F v sle @
N H FATIT ST

o This festival holds profound significance for the transgender community, attracting
participants from across the country.

TE 300 TS TAGH & ToIT gl Aged 1@ & 3R Q e & yfemfarat & 3msfda
AT E|

Historical and Mythological Significance

agfaw 3t diufors Agca

e The festival is rooted in the Mahabharata, focusing on the story of Aravan, the son of
Arjuna and Naga princess Ulupi.

Ig 3c8d AFHRA H AT & 3R g8kl Shafeig 3RTaeT i hetil &, Sif sl 3R AT
T Sedt T g7 AT

o Aravan offered himself as a sacrifice to ensure the Pandavas' victory in the
Kurukshetra war.

3RTET A FHEAT JoH A qizal Y St GiARET oiel & fow ge @1 afdereT & &9 &7 yeqd
e

o Before his sacrifice, he wished to marry, but no woman wanted to become a widow.
379 ST § 98, 397 [aamg $r s<aT Jd1s, dfers a1s ot #Afger fatrar s sg7
e 2|

e Inresponse, Lord Krishna assumed the form of Mohini, married Aravan, and
mourned his death.

S8 T H, HITETT FUT 1 AT ol & YO foharr, 3RTaT & foarg feomar 3 3|t
g T AMeh gerd |

e This narrative has led to Aravan being revered as the patron deity of the transgender
community, who identify themselves as his brides.

S8 HUT o HROT, 3T I THAST WHETT T IS &TdT HIAT STl §, AT T 3l Sefehl
gege AT 8|
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Festival Celebrations and Rituals

3c8d 1 T 3R 3

e Duration and Timing: The festival spans 15 to 18 days, culminating on Chitra
Pournami (full moon day) in the Tamil month of Chithirai (April-May).

3af®r 3k gHT: I8 3cTa 15 ¥ 18 AT & gaar § 3R Rt Grle-#a3) arg & /e
QiSTHAT I HATC BT &

Main Rituals
HEY oI STl
9 9

e Symbolic Marriage: Transgender individuals participate in a ceremaonial marriage to
Aravan, symbolizing their union with the deity.

YelirTens faaTg: gidoist cafad 3R § regsarfae faarg # #fer ol 8, S daar &
| 3T T &I Tl ¢

e Widowhood Ritual: The next day, participants perform mourning rituals,
symbolizing widowhood after Aravan's death.

faerar sreqsatar: 3nTel e, wfdemmet e 3reTsatet :d &, St 3RTaeT T Hcg o dre;
forerar R ot et €1

o Cultural Events: The festival also features cultural programs, beauty pageants,
and seminars addressing issues faced by the transgender community.

FEFHTF FRFH: 36 309 & FRFHTaF FRFA, diad FRaifran iR affem of g
g, Sl gl ST WG Y FHEATAHT W Hd g B

Role in Promoting Acceptance

TR 7 Ferar & o sy

e The Koovagam Festival serves as a platform for the transgender community to
express their identity and foster a sense of belonging.

FHEINH 3cHT THAST THET & [T 39T qgaret sqad el 3R eI Ssma &t
SGIdT & &I Ueh AT g |

e By bringing together individuals from diverse backgrounds, it promotes social
inclusion, awareness, and acceptance of transgender individuals in society.

Ie faffesT gSs3fAT o SNl T Tehe chieh FHTST H THIsT cATFl T AEATTIAS
HATAA, SEHT, AR Tl 1 Fgrar a3

e The festival also facilitates dialogue on the rights and challenges faced by the
community, contributing to broader societal change.
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Ig 3cHd WHETT TART AT Y ATt arelt Feitfarar ¥ srftrart o¥ warg =1 8 Jgrar
&ar &, TS saTas QAT IRade & e AT 8

TOPICS COVERED GS Paper I1: Polity, Governance, and International
Relations)

1. Parliament clears revised Waqf Bill after a 14-hour
debate in the Rajya Sabha
TTTHT # 14 g Y 989 & 91g §Hg o N ao% Rdgs
IEGRED I

2. Modi, Yunus set aside differences, hold talks on border
security, minorities, Sheikh Hasina

A 3R FAH A ATeE ST AT F&T, JeTqE&THhi 3R
A gl 9T == A

3. Modi reaches Colombo, to discuss key issues with Sri
Lankan President

HIE Feral 9, s Tseufa & AL Y@ Fegal 9 T
Lac

4. First Budget Session of the 18th Lok Sabha concludes
with record productivity

184t AFTHT FT YT doic T AP 3cUCHdT & I

HHATCT

5. Allahabad High Court refuses to quash summons to
Rahul

SEITEIaTE 815 FIE A TGS FI Aol T TAA TEG FIA W FAPR
frar
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6. A case for the Global South in securing Ukraine peace
et A aifer YlafReaa F1a & AT saiaer w13y S (it w1
HIHAT

7. Focus Shifts to Humanitarian Crisis in Myanmar After
Earthquake

HFYT & 91¢ FIAR H AT Fhe I AT Hiod
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Parliament clears revised
Waqf Bill after a 14-hour
debate in the Rajya Sabha

|GS Paper II: Wagf Billl

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

Parliament, in the early
hours of Friday morning,
cleared the Waqgf (Amend-
ment) Bill 2025, after near-
ly 14 hours of debate in Ra-
jya Sabha, with 128
members voting in favour
and 95 against. The go-
vernment maintained that
the law was not directed
against the Muslims and
that it only aimed to bring
transparency in the admi-
nistration of Wagf proper-
ties, while the Opposition
alleged that it was aimed at
reducing Muslims to “se-
cond-class citizens” and
questioned both “intent
and content” of the Bill.

The gap between the
Treasury benches and the
Opposition was much nar-
rower in the Upper House
compared to the Lok Sab-
ha, where it was cleared on
Thursday by a margin of 56
votes. Earlier, an amend-
ment opposing the clause
on the inclusion of non-
Muslim members in the
Wagf Board and Central
Wagf Council was moved
by DMK MP Tiruchi Siva,
but it was defeated, with
125 votes against it and 92
in favour.

Union Minister for Mi-
nority Affairs Kiren Rijiju
began his concluding re-
marks at 12:55 p.m. He reit-
erated that the govern-
ment had heard all
opinions, which was re-
flected in the difference
between the original Bill
and the one cleared by
Parliament.

He asserted the Opposi-
tion’s overwhelming objec-
tion to the inclusion of
non-Muslim members in
Wagf Board and Central
Waqgf Council was un-
founded and baseless. He

Address
Email Id

A

In one voice: People take part in a protest organised by SDPI

against the Wagf Bill, in Bengaluru. pTi

Will crack down on
‘land scam’: Fadnavis

Vinaya Deshpande Pandit
MUMBAI

Maharashtra government
will soon tackle a “massive
Wagf land scam that took
place in the State between

Fadnavis has said.

Stating that the Waqf
Bill had nothing to do with
Hindutva, he said that it
was in “keeping with the
constitutional spirit”.

2000 and 2014”, Chief FULL REPORT
Minister Devendra » PAGE 4
also dismissed the Opposi-  Syed Naseer Hussain called

tion’s comparison with
other religious endowment
boards, where there was
no provision of including
members from other reli-
gions. “ A statutory body
should be secular,” he said.
He also clarified again that
non-Muslims members in
these administrative bo-
dies cannot dictate the de-
cision. “They are here only
to contribute.”

“I have said repeatedly
that in the Central Waqf
Council of 22 members,
there can only be four non-
Muslim members... still the
Opposition repeatedly
raised the issue,” he said.

‘Targeted legislation’
Earlier in the day, opening
the attack, Congress MP

it a “targeted legislation
against the Muslim com-
munity” and said that it in-
tended to make Muslims
second-class citizens in the
country.

He alleged that the rul-
ing party brought the legis-
lation in 2024 in order to
strengthen its vote bank, as
it was able to win only 240
seats in the Lok Sabha
election.

“They have brought this
Act just for communal po-
larisation,” he said. He ad-
ded that everyone knew
which political party tried
to portray one community
as a villain and build a nar-
rative against it.

MORE REPORTS
» PAGE2 &4

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Parliament clears revised
Wagf Bill after a 14-hour
debate in the Rajya Sabha

TSI H 14 g R dgd &
dic ¥4 J g9 996
ELRERIEGRE TN

Parliament, in the early hours
of Friday morning, cleared the
Wagf (Amendment) Bill 2025,
after nearly 14 hours of debate
in Rajya Sabha, with 128
members voting in favour and
95 against.

|G o YHAR FaE & YOIATAT
el & TITHT H 9739 14 6§
Y 969 F qI¢ a6 (TAMLA)
s 2025 &1 9k fa,
fSra 128 wewal of 981 7 3 95
ot AT & AdeE

e  The government maintained that the
law was not directed against the Muslims
and that it only aimed to bring
transparency in the administration of
Wagqf properties, while the Oppaosition
alleged that it was aimed at reducing
Muslims to “second-class citizens” and
questioned both the “intent and content”
of the Bill.

THN o el 7o TG Hlefel THAATAL o
f&em® 8T & 3R ST 36527 had IFH
wuferaY & 9asT # IR RIAT o g,
STafer et & 3RIT o o6 g@er
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HdTel 3o1aT|

The gap between the Treasury benches and the Opposition was much narrower in
the Rajya Sabha compared to the Lok Sabha, where it was cleared on Thursday by a
margin of 56 votes.

TSIWHT & FeTaaT 3R faaat & << 7 A ANHAHT Y Jelell & HIBT HH AT, STET T§
TFAR T 56 Hell o 3R TR g3
Earlier, an amendment opposing the clause on the inclusion of non-Muslim members

in the Waqf Board and Central Waqgf Council was moved by DMK MP Tiruchi Siva,
but it was defeated, with 125 votes against it and 92 in favour.

3O Tgo Siuwd wiwg el Rrar gan aFw a8 31N I a7 aftwg 7 e
HeFal T ATAS Y el TTaerTT hr TR HI §U Teh FeeraT I foham aram, Aifsher g4
125 aYeY & farer 3tk 92 & o dar & Ty @Rer X feam aram|

Remarks by Union Minister Kiren Rijiju

shdr et Rrer RS 1 oot

Union Minister for Minority Affairs Kiren Rijiju began his concluding remarks at 12:55
p.m.

HETHETS ATHE & Farg #AY frter RISIST 7 30+ gaAToet feoqoft ghagy 12:55 et &
cal

He reiterated that the government had heard all opinions, which was reflected in the
difference between the original Bill and the one cleared by Parliament.

3egiot QIENIAT o AL of weft It at Gar, S Ao Rreraes 31k wwe qanr o weifaa
e & 3o & aReET g Bl

He asserted the Opposition’s objection to the inclusion of non-Muslim members in
Waqf Board and Central Waqf Council was unfounded and baseless.

3giel gl o Fawet & 3mafer i g a8 3 Flr aow aRwg 7 I-gRew aewat
A foraT ST faaT 3R 31 AR &

He dismissed the Opposition’s comparison with other religious endowment boards,
where there was no provision of including members from other religions.

3egiel faTeT & Jofell ! Wiiket & fe, forest 3wy enfde =arwr A1st & 3o it &
HEEAT 1 MR FA I 1§ IIqUTT 81 o |

“A statutory body should be secular,” he said.

3ogio hal, “Teh denfas AT &) eifaast gl aifeu)”

He clarified again that non-Muslim members in these administrative bodies cannot
dictate the decision. “They are here only to contribute.”

3egiet T Tse foram 3 o1 werrafars et 3 Av-a1fees wawa Tt o fd R =t
H Thd| ‘T hdel IREIT ¢l & [T &I
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“I have said repeatedly that in the Central Waqgf Council of 22 members, there can only
be four non-Muslim members... still the Opposition repeatedly raised the issue,” he
said.

3egiet heT, “Hel IR-IR g7 ¢ o 22 wewal arel Fdrr 3% aRwg 7 Fael ar Ao
HEEY &1 el 8. T 3fY FaweT -1 56 #ee 1 33T @Il

‘Targeted legislation’ by the Opposition
faga1 ganrr "a & FeTr w1 3Ry

Earlier in the day, opening the attack, Congress MP Syed Naseer Hussain called it a
‘targeted legislation against the Muslim community” and said that it intended to make
Muslims second-class citizens in the country.

feet 21 wgel, FTT Wiwg {4E AR gl A 58 ARow THErT & e “aftra Fiegar
ST 3R e foh SHRT 38T SN H FHAATAT B GA G HT AT Tl ¢ |

He alleged that the ruling party brought the legislation in 2024 in order to strengthen
its vote bank, as it was able to win only 240 seats in the Lok Sabha election.

3egiel IRIY ST o WATEG el o TG Flefel 2024 H 379 AN S Y A A & [T
T, i I8 AFHAT ToAta & sharel 240 W & S Fehr|

“They have brought this Act just for communal polarisation,” he said.

3781l #heT, “3eeiel Tg TATATH Shd ol FTHGTRAF YelhIor & fov T g |”

He added that everyone knew which political party tried to portray one community as
a villain and build a narrative against it.

37giot el foh gL IS FATTdT 8 T ieT AT ASTAAF Gl Ueh HHAGTT I Felel TS & &9 H
T ¥t 3R 3T eI YR ei1a T HifAr FTar g
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Modi, Yunus set aside differences, hold

talks

on border security, minorities, Sheikh Hasina

GS Paper II:
s India-Bangladesh

NEW DELHI

Setting aside the tensions
of the past eight months in
their first meeting since the
regime change in Dhaka,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Bangladesh’s
Chief Advisor Muhammad
Yunus held talks on the si-
delines of the BIMSTEC re-
gional summit in Bangkok
on Friday.

While both leaders
raised contentious issues —
including India’s call for
the protection of minori-
ties in Bangladesh, Dhaka’s
demand for the extradition
of former Bangladesh PM
Sheikh Hasina, and border
security issues — during
the meeting, they met on
cordial terms and ex-
changed commitments to
bilateral ties. Bangladesh
will host the BIMSTEC
summit next year, and Mr.
Modi congratulated Mr. Yu-

nus for assuming its chair-
manship.

The Modi-Yunus meet-
ing on Friday was held just
after the conclusion of the
sixth summit of the Bay of
Bengal Initiative for Multi-
Sectoral Technical and
Economic  Cooperation
(BIMSTEC), a seven-nation
grouping that links South
Asia and South East Asia.

Mr. Modi also met with
Myanmar junta comman-

Prime Mmlster Narendra Modi meets Bangladesh Chief Adviser
Muhammad Yunus, in Bangkok on Friday. ANI

der and PM General Min
Aung Hlaing for the first
time since the military
came to power in 2021, and
Nepal PM K.P. Sharma Oli,
on the sidelines of the
meeting. All three leaders
have chosen to visit China,
while New Delhi has not is-
sued invitations to them,
due to tensions over a
number of issues, and con-
cerns over the legitimacy
of the governments in Dha-

ka and Naypyitaw.

Mr. Modi expressed In-
dia’s support for a “demo-
cratic, stable, peaceful,
progressive and inclusive
Bangladesh”, and “urged
that rhetoric that vitiates
the environment is best
avoided”, according to a
statement issued by the Mi-
nistry of External Affairs.

During talks with Gen.
Min Aung Hlaing, the
Prime Minister “under-
lined the importance of
early restoration of the de-
mocratic process in Myan-
mar, including through
credible and inclusive elec-
tions”, the MEA said. The
General thanked India for
its assistance with ongoing
relief efforts after devastat-
ing earthquakes hit Manda-
lay and other parts of the
country last week.

Mr. Modi said in a social
media post that his meet-
ing with Mr. Oli had been
“productive”. The two

leaders discussed the “In-
dia-Nepal friendship, espe-
cially in sectors like energy,
connectivity, culture and
digital technology”.

New Delhi and Dhaka
gave no
whether Mr. Yunus -
whose office had also told
The Hindu about asking to
visit India — had received
an invitation from Mr. Mo-
di either.

Foreign Secretary Vik-
ram Misri said that the
Prime Minister had ex-
pressed concern over the
“safety and security of mi-
norities, including Hin-
dus”, who were targeted in
the aftermath of Ms. Hasi-
na’s departure from Dha-

a. “[The PM] expressed
his hope that the [Bangla-
desh] government would
fulfil its responsibilities
with seriousness and en-
sure that these matters are
properly investigated and
addressed,” he added.

Modi, Yunus set aside differences, hold talks on border
security, minorities, Sheikh Hasina

A 3R LAH A AANE $TATHT WAT Y&, IJeqqEi 3R a@
gEte ax ==t Y

Setting aside the tensions of the past eight months in their first
meeting since the regime change in Dhaka, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Bangladesh’s Chief Advisor Muhammad Yunus held talks
on the sidelines of the BIMSTEC regional summit in Bangkok on

Friday.

mﬁmmﬁmﬁmmmﬁ,mmma?m
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YFHAR FT dpih A BIMSTEC & @ FFAeeT F ga¥ ara<dia $|

While both leaders raised contentious issues — including India’s call for the
protection of minorities in Bangladesh, Dhaka’s demand for the extradition of
former PM Sheikh Hasina, and border security issues — they met on cordial terms
and exchanged commitments to bilateral ties.

STET alell A3 o faraereTe Aed 36TT — S o aivender F srcudegs! f gean F fav
R Y I, T TN A AT F TeAIoT Y STeRT Y AT, 3 HAT 4T | 53
e — I8 Ieeiel WleTEqut AEh 3 FeehTel 1 3R SR Fewt F o SfdeegaT
S|

Bangladesh will host the BIMSTEC summit next year, and Mr. Modi congratulated Mr.
Yunus for assuming its chairmanship.

AT 3T AT BIMSTEC TRIGR WA T ASTEGAT il 3 AT AT o7 4 & oy
SHPT FCTETAT HHTA I TUTS ST |

The Modi-Yunus meeting on Friday was held just after the conclusion of the sixth
summit of the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic

Cooperation (BIMSTEC), a seven-nation grouping that links South Asia and South
East Asia.

AEY-JAT Y YFHAR FT §8 o, G Y WEY 75807 qwahhr 3R 3w weahr wwa
(BIMSTEC) & && RI@X FFAw & X 3Tc g5, S 3 gfaror v 3k gfeyor-qd whrar
I SA1Se aTel AT g2t T FHE B |

Mr. Modi also met with Myanmar junta commander and PM General Min Aung

Hlaing for the first time since the military came to power in 2021, and Nepal PM
K.P. Sharma Oli, on the sidelines of the meeting.

AN FHE 7 3T S & ARIT FAAR A o7 THR & 97T 3R UTas{= Sere Fa s
gaTser O 8T 2021 F 7 AT A AT F 91G Tgoll TR HollehIcl T, AL & AT F T
.. erAT attelt & off AN

All three leaders have chosen to visit China, while New Delhi has not issued
invitations to them, due to tensions over a number of issues, and concerns over the
legitimacy of the governments in Dhaka and Naypyitaw.

et A3t o et FT SRT FI A7 [eheT Lo B, STfen 7 el o7 378 F1$ 3maeor IRy
81 T, Fifr 8 Fgal W aera 3R g 3i Adat 7 TERT S duar F o A

India’s message on democracy and minorities

AFdd 3 ICTHETST I AR FT {32

Mr. Modi expressed India’s support for a “democratic, stable, peaceful, progressive
and inclusive Bangladesh”, and urged that rhetoric that vitiates the environment is
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best avoided, according to a statement issued by the Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA).

A AEY o fRRr FATT (MEA) SaRT ST STeT o 3], “drehaitaen, feuw, enfaqof,
warfarefier 31T TN FiTaRer F AT ARG F AT A g 3R aRfTufaat #r
LD EICIE RGN R E RO EIREIGEDT

e During talks with Gen. Min Aung Hlaing, the Prime Minister underlined the
importance of early restoration of the democratic process in Myanmar, including
through credible and inclusive elections, the MEA said.

STl TR 19T TS9N & TTY ITAT & SR TUHTHAT F FATAR F bt qihar i e
TeTelt, 3w &9 & Reaweita 3k gamaedt gomal & SR, & Agea i (@ifwd o, var

I HAT oF IdTAT|

e The General thanked India for its assistance with ongoing relief efforts after
devastating earthquakes hit Mandalay and other parts of the country last week.

STeitel of Rrever FeaTe ATser 3R &er & 3o fwal 7 v faemeredy st & a T9 w©
e T H 0 A Fer T F AT aegare &2

Meetings with regional leaders

&N ATHT § FeATHRIT
e Mr. Modi said in a social media post that his meeting with Mr. Oli had been
“‘productive”.

A FEY A T Arerer AEAT GIe H gl o Ihr sl el & 1 g5 HeAehTd “Searesh |
e The two leaders discussed the “India-Nepal friendship, especially in sectors like
energy, connectivity, culture and digital technology”.

alet AT o “HRA-aAurer A, AT &9 § Fatt, FAFAE, FEpha 3R Bioea awes
SHE 81T F” =T

No clarity on invitation to Yunus
AW I HHACT W HI§ TISCAT AGH

o New Delhi and Dhaka gave no indication of whether Mr. Yunus — whose office had
also told The Hindu about asking to visit India — had received an invitation from Mr.
Modi either.

% freelt 3R gt 21T & 38 TR IS Heve 18T o o R A Iegw — Toietah o &Y &
R AR G #T 3ToT T A — T 4t A F F$ AT Fam 47|
e Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri said that the Prime Minister had expressed concern

over the “safety and security of minorities, including Hindus”, who were targeted in
the aftermath of Ms. Hasina’s departure from Dhaka.
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feer wita fasrar sl &7 ot o et o “arant & gaft g¥lier & weurer & arg feverre

oI T

g3t WA sreawETe! i gran 1 e &l S|

“[The PM] expressed his hope that the [Bangladesh] government would fulfil its

responsibilities with seriousness and ensure that these matters are properly investigated

and addressed,” he added.
3ol ohgl, “[TUTTHAT] o 3TTRT STTS foh S eCe] TFR 3oT [SFHGIRAT ol AT &
fvameaht 31k o AT Hh & s At H S & st 3R gaTeT R sey”

Modi reaches Colombo, to discuss
key issues with Sri Lankan President

GS Paper II: India-Sri
Lanka

COLOMBO

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi arrived in Colombo
on Friday night for a wee-
kend visit focused on bilat-
eral discussions and the
signing of several key
agreements between India
and Sri Lanka. Mr. Modi
travelled to Sri Lanka after
attending the BIMSTEC
summit in Thailand.
Invited by Sri Lankan
President Anura Kumara
Dissanayake, Mr. Modi’s vi-
sit is the first by a foreign
head of government since
the significant political
changes in Sri Lanka last
year, which saw President
Dissanayake and his Na-
tional People’s Power
(NPP) alliance assume of-
fice. This follows President
Dissanayake’s first state vi-
sit abroad to New Delhi in
December 2024, shortly af-
ter his election victory.
According to Sri Lanka’s
Foreign Minister Vijitha
Herath, speaking in an in-
terview with The Hindu

Artistic greetmg Prime Minister Narendra Modi being welcomed
in Colombo on Friday. @NARENDRAMODI/X

earlier this week, a total of

eight Memoranda of Un-
derstanding (MoUs) are ex-
pected to be signed during
the visit, covering sectors
such as energy, digital in-
frastructure, health, and
defence

Ties ‘never been better’
Indian High Commissioner
to Sri Lanka Santosh Jha re-
marked to local media that
bilateral ties “have never
been better”. He added
that Mr. Modi’s visit aims to
build upon the “very com-

Sri Lanka.

prehensive” joint state-
ment adopted during Mr.
Dissanayake’s trip to New
Delhi.

The PM’s official engage-
ments begin on Saturday,
April 5. Accompanied by
External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar, National Secur-
ity Adviser Ajit Doval, and
Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri, Mr. Modi will receive
a ceremonial guard of ho-
nour at Independence
Square in Colombo. This
will be followed by bilater-
al talks and the signing of

agreements at the Presi-
dential Secretariat.

Sources in Colombo in-
dicated that Mr. Modi’s
schedule on Saturday also
includes meetings with
several opposition political
figures, including repre-
sentatives of the Tamil
community. On Sunday,
April 6, Mr. Modi is sche-
duled to travel to Anurad-
hapura in Sri Lanka’s
North Central Province.

Key topics expected
during the discussions in-
clude ongoing economic
cooperation, Sri Lanka’s
debt restructuring efforts,
potential Indian invest-
ments, and the sensitive,
long-standing  fisheries
conflict affecting Tamil
fishermen from both Sri
Lanka’s northern province
and Tamil Nadu.

The fisheries issue gains
added significance as Mr.
Modi is scheduled to travel
directly from Sri Lanka to
Rameswaram in Tamil Na-
du on April 6, a coastal
town from which many
bottom trawlers operate.

Modi reaches
Colombo, to
discuss key
Issues with Sri
Lankan President

HrelehTs Tegafd &
| 9@ el |
|t Fa

. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi
arrived in Colombo
on Friday night for a
weekend visit
focused on bilateral
discussions and the
signing of several
key agreements
between India and

3R siteret & A= gfaeir o=t 3R w5 Agcaqor wwslal & graeR w®
wfga g1
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e Mr. Modi travelled to Sri Lanka after attending the BIMSTEC summit in Thailand.
A AR 7 grdAT F Ao Rrae® GFAE 7 AT o & 916 ST 1 I |

e Invited by Sri Lankan President Anura Kumara Dissanayake, Mr. Modi’s visit is the
first by a foreign head of government since the significant political changes in Sri
Lanka last year.

Arers Tegufer 31T FAR BAEATTS & IJTHAVT W, A 7Y BT Tg AT WSol I sfveawr 7
yﬁmﬁa?mﬁ%mmﬁﬁeﬁwuﬁw@rWam%‘l

e These changes saw President Dissanayake and his National People’s Power (NPP)
alliance assume office.

3o IGATdl o ddgd UseUfd FBAERS 31 37! Aeae fued 9ray (NPP) ITaaye o aar
AT |

e This follows President Dissanayake’s first state visit abroad to New Delhi in
December 2024, shortly after his election victory.

Ig AT egafer FBATerass 1 gora sfia & il a1e RFaw 2024 7 7§ fewelt v a1$ 3o7ehr
ygeh fadel e I & a1 Y W

e According to Sri Lanka’s Foreign Minister Vijitha Herath, a total of eight Memoranda
of Understanding (MoUs) are expected to be signed during the visit.

et & faeer 7 RATSUT 309 & 3TAR, 38 I & ERI Hel 3TS FASNT A=A
(MoUs) TR gETER g1l Shr THIaeTT g |

e These MoUs will cover sectors such as energy, digital infrastructure, health, and
defence.

Y gHST FaT, B 3aETEr, TaReY 3R 6T o1 8137 &l dhd Ha|

Ties ‘never been better’

G ‘AT dF & Jaq 3D

Indian High Commissioner to Sri Lanka Santosh Jha remarked to local media that
bilateral ties “have never been better”.

sitereT # HRAT ITagEFT T 1 7 T ATAT § Fgr o gfauaia wew I aw &
FIR AT ¢ |

e He added that Mr. Modi’s visit aims to build upon the “very comprehensive” joint
statement adopted during Mr. Dissanayake’s trip to New Delhi.

3egiel T foh Al A 1 7§ AT BArArd iy 78 fereelr Arm & ket Sy " ager g
YT T FT 31T TGTo1 T 3642 W &

e The PM’s official engagements begin on Saturday, April 5.
TITTHAT 1 TR Jooh Afar, 5 e & & gian|

e Accompanied by External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar, National Security Adviser

Ajit Doval, and Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri, Mr. Modi will receive a ceremonial
guard of honour at Independence Square in Colombo.
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ary, & AT FT Hreral F FRISH FFAR—T W IS ATE AR 71 Sreem|
This will be followed by bilateral talks and the signing of agreements at the
Presidential Secretariat.

g% a1 Useufa aitaray 7 gRvsfr arat 3k gasildal @ gwanR g
Sources in Colombo indicated that Mr. Modi’'s schedule on Saturday also includes

meetings with several opposition political figures, including representatives of the
Tamil community.

Freral F AT A FATAT o ATAAR 1 A AEY 7 Hreha el At 3R afde gHE F
wfafaferat & et off enfaer sear g1

On Sunday, April 6, Mr. Modi is scheduled to travel to Anuradhapura in Sri Lanka’s
North Central Province.

Iaar, 6 3riter 1 A AEY el & IAT-HET Wid 7 EA IR Y A1 A3 |

Key topics expected

Key topics expected during the discussions include ongoing economic cooperation,
Sri Lanka’s debt restructuring efforts, potential Indian investments, and the
sensitive, long-standing fisheries conflict.

T & GRTeT TATET THE @l H MTA § — =] IfdF Fgar, et & For gadtod &
YA, Gfad AR fAaer, 31 gdgereiier  drderelisr acey guv|

This fisheries conflict affects Tamil fishermen from both Sri Lanka’s northern
province and Tamil Nadu.

Ig AET Hay AelwT F 3adt wid 3R affraeng & affre Agamt a1 genfad s )

The fisheries issue gains added significance as Mr. Modi is scheduled to travel directly

from Sri Lanka to Rameswaram in Tamil Nadu on April 6, a coastal town from which
many bottom trawlers operate.

Ig Heal 3R 3T HgcaquT g1 Siiel § Fifeh A AT 6 3riter 1 Aerwr & e affraeng &
IAWEIA, ST Ueh dET FET & 31 ST81 A g qeH eI} FATfold 8id &, T ATAT |
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First Budget Session of the
18th Lok Sabha concludes
with record productivity

GS Paper ll:
T|Parliament

NEW DELHI

The first Budget Session of
the 18th Lok Sabha con-
cluded on Friday, with
both Houses of Parliament
passing the controversial
Wagf (Amendment) Bill.

The session that was
marked by high productivi-
ty saw disruptions on the
last day, with adjourn-
ments in both Houses.

In the Rajya Sabha, the
Treasury benches began
the protests, flagging the
Supreme Court judgment
upholding the Calcutta
High Court’s decision can-
celling en bloc a “tainted”
selection process which
saw the appointments of
nearly 24,000 teachers
and non-teaching staff in
government and aided
schools in West Bengal.

Speaking amid the din,
Trinamool Congress’s Ra-
jya Sabha leader Derek
O’Brien said, “People of In-

Kiren Rijiju

dia are seeing that BJP MPs
in the Treasury benches
are disrupting Parlia-
ment... we are not allowed
to raise a single issue in
Parliament.” The Trina-
mool’s demand to hold a
debate on duplication of
Electoral Photo Identity
Cards was not heeded to.

‘History created’

Parliamentary Affairs Mi-
nister Kiren Rijiju, said the
session was a success. At
the customary press confe-
rence held on conclusion
of the session, he told re-

porters that the productivi-
ty of Lok Sabha during the
session was 118% and that
of the Upper House was
119%.

He said history was
created and old records
were broken in the Rajya
Sabha when it sat without a
break for 17.02 hours from
11 am. on Thursday till
4.02 a.m. on Friday to
clear the Wagf Bill, besides
endorsing the President’s
Rule in Manipur. A total of
16 Bills were passed by
both Houses of Parliament.

Chairman Jagdeep
Dhankhar also lauded the
high productivity in the Ra-
jya Sabha.

In his concluding re-
marks, he said, “After a
long gap, the House wit-
nessed welcome wit, hu-
mour, sarcasm and repar-
tee, apart from intellectual
fusion while ensuring par-
liamentary decorum,
cross-party collaboration,
and legislative rigour.”

First Budget
Session of the
18th Lok Sabha
concludes with
record
productivity

18t AHEAT HT
qgdll goic 99
YGRIGED
3G ehdT & qTYT
HATCT

The first Budget
Session of the 18th
Lok Sabha
concluded on
Friday, with both
Houses of
Parliament passing
the controversial
Wagf (Amendment)
Bill.

184t NHTHT T
Ygal doic W YFHAR
as‘rmrcrgsn,mﬁ

THE F Q! Heal A fAaerye aw (Favu<) Adas aia R

e The session that was marked by high productivity saw disruptions on the last day,
with adjournments in both Houses.

5 T T Iz IcUIGHdT & STasfg T feet egaerer 3R el Feil & Tt ST

|

e Inthe Rajya Sabha, the Treasury benches began the protests, flagging the Supreme
Court judgment upholding the Calcutta High Court’s decision cancelling en bloc a
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“tainted” selection process.

TSHT H FeAT9aT o1 faRver & o, Foraed 3giel goller F1E & bael 1 A 3HTaTST 3078,
o aeT Ferehar 3Ta ~ATAYT & 3 AT T SRR @71 ST U "grefl aaer 9ishar &
e &9 § 6g Y fem I |

e This selection process saw the appointments of nearly 24,000 teachers and non-
teaching staff in government and aided schools in West Bengal.

SH AT ishaT oh Age IR ST oh AR I FETICAT G FRall H 218797 24,000
farare 3ix Ax-Rrator Ferard g frw aw &

e Speaking amid the din, Trinamool Congress’s Rajya Sabha leader Derek O’Brien
said, “People of India are seeing that BJP MPs in the Treasury benches are disrupting
Parliament... we are not allowed to raise a single issue in Parliament.”

§AT3Y 3 S UIIE A &5 TSAWHT el 3 IFAT ¥ g, “HIN B SFecll 3 T8 &
T wramaer # 33 diord wiHg WHE FH STTUTT ST @ 2. 4 HHG H Teh 31 Hegl 3o 61
fe=m s @l

e The Trinamool’s demand to hold a debate on duplication of Electoral Photo Identity
Cards was not heeded to.

OIS Y AT o ATCTAT BIY TgdTeT U7 Y GIgIT Y THATAT W 96 H &1, 761 ALl 15|
¢ ‘History created’
‘e T I
e Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju said the session was a success.
FHET F A fnder RS et % Ig @ ae T
e Atthe customary press conference held on conclusion of the session, he told

reporters that the productivity of Lok Sabha during the session was 118% and that of
the Upper House was 119%.

T i AT W IRNTST TWIRETT I Fiehd J 3ogial 9arm i 57 g7 & awasm
IcTEHdT 118% 3R ISTWHT &Y Ieqrgahar 119% &1

e He said history was created and old records were broken in the Rajya Sabha when
it sat without a break for 17.02 hours from 11 a.m. on Thursday till 4.02 a.m. on
Friday.
3egiel shet foh Tsawsi A sfagra Tar 7141 3R Wt R1E g2, 519 Feel o Joar Fae 11
T § YLHAR JAE 4.02 T T TR 17.02 B Teh HRIATET TollS |

e This extended session helped to clear the Wagf Bill, besides endorsing the
President’s Rule in Manipur.

SH oF T 7 a@® farer aie o aram 3k Aforqe F wegufer amwer 1 o Hoplr &y o7

e Atotal of 16 Bills were passed by both Houses of Parliament.
e 3 2t Tt o For 16 Rrekrw TR e

e Chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar also lauded the high productivity in the Rajya Sabha.
FATIF ST U@ o ) TsITHT i 3TT ScUTgHhdT I TGAT i |

e In his concluding remarks, he said, “After a long gap, the House witnessed welcome wit,
humour, sarcasm and repartee, apart from intellectual fusion while ensuring
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parliamentary decorum, cross-party collaboration, and legislative rigour.”

39T FATIT HIYOT F Ioglet FgT, “FTh el THAY 16 e o Slgfid FAwad & qI-ard
TIY, g, a%-TAdd FT1 TaeTd o, IR T & FEdT RseaR, gaf & & @gair, ik
femdt FoRar it giafeae forar arn)”

‘l\
- .'

‘iGS Paper |l: Legal System|
Allahabad High Court refuses
to quash summons to Rahul

The Allahabad High Court on Friday refused to
quash summons issued to Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi in the V.D. Savarkar defamation case by a
magistrate court in Lucknow. The Bench of
Justice Subhash Vidyarthi noted that Mr. Gandhi
had the remedy of moving the Sessions Judge
under Section 397 of the Cr.PC (Section 438 of
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita). “The
inherent powers of this court recognised by
Section 482 Cr.P.C. are meant to be invoked to
secure the ends of justice,” the court said while
dismissing Mr. Gandhi’s plea. Mr. Gandhi had
challenged an order of the trial court summoning
him in the defamation case filed by advocate
Nripendra Pandey.

Allahabad High Court refuses to
guash summons to Rahul

SITETSITE §15 HIE o g FI st T
AT GG Flol W FAPN fohaT

The Allahabad High Court on Friday
refused to quash summons issued to
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi in the
V.D. Savarkar defamation case by a
magistrate court in Lucknow.

FATETEIG 1S FIC o YFHAR I FTAH AT
e et T TGS A ATTELE IHeTeret
garT &Y. 3. AraTEF AR A 7 SR
THA P GG HA W STHR A AT

e The Bench of Justice Subhash Vidyarthi noted
that Mr. Gandhi had the remedy of moving the
Sessions Judge under Section 397 of the Cr.PC
(Section 438 of Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita).

=Tt o et 1 e ¥ e o Tger el &
ITH &3 IishaT WfgdT Y 4RT 397 (AR AR

F&TT WA Y RT 438) o gl W ~ATATET F 91H 1o 71 AFeq &

e “The inherent powers of this court recognised by Section 482 Cr.P.C. are meant to be
invoked to secure the ends of justice,” the court said while dismissing Mr. Gandhi’s plea.

mﬁr@

?ﬁtﬁaﬁaﬁmmmgtfm, “OTRT 482 HIHRIH SaRT AT ITed gTed

&1 sraffee afFaat &1 3uaier = glaftad #:@ & fov fmar srar g

e Mr. Gandhi had challenged an order of the trial court summoning him in the defamation
case filed by advocate Nripendra Pandey.
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TR T il &F &

gt et & FhYeT o5 T ZART SR ATAGI AT 3 ST AR 37 THA AR FIA &

Section 397 of the Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC)

e Section 397 of the Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC), 1973, and Section 438 of
the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), 2023: An Overview

&3 UfHAT WRET (CrPC), 1973 Y URT 397 R HRAT ALTRS G ARl (BNSS),

2023 &Y &RT 438: TH Hdallhel

e Section 397 of the CrPC and Section 438 of the BNSS empower higher courts to
supervise and rectify proceedings of subordinate criminal courts to ensure justice
and legal propriety.
CrPC &I &1 397 3K BNSS T &IRT 438 3T ~IR—ATAT bl HEfTE ITRIR
ST 1 SrAaTEY 2 TN 3R GUR e o1 31fRaR i § arfr = il Rfts

3R giafRaa famar s @)

1. Section 397 of the CrPC, 1973
1. &5 yfar |fdr, 1973 6 4RT 397

Purpose: Grants the High Court and Sessions Judges the authority to call for and examine
records from subordinate criminal courts to assess the correctness, legality, or propriety of
any finding, sentence, or order.

36429 39 ~AIATd A §F FAmreie i 3refiaey e sarrerdt § Ao AR AR
fenefY 0T, FTT 27 317CT T |t SATEAT, AT AT IUYFAAT T Hodiehel el T HTARR T&T=T
AT B

Key Provisions
ﬂ'@'ﬂ' YTdeTeT
» The superior court may suspend the execution of any sentence or order under review.

o 3= ST TR ¢ THYeTr & 3refier HoIT AT AU F FATTadT FY TINT X ThaT 2|

* If the accused is in confinement, the court can order their release on bail or personal bond
during the examination of the record.

- I R e A B, A =ArATery AT AT S Fererdh 9 3HAT RETS 7 3G & Fhll

* Revisional powers cannot be exercised concerning interlocutory orders (i.e., interim orders
that do not decide the case conclusively).
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» GoIIGTOT QI o7 ST e Jmereit (S fohelt ATael &1 3iTaH der w8t id) & daer &
Tel fohdT ST FeheT|

Scope and Limitations

SR 3R WA

* Revisional jurisdiction is meant to correct substantial errors that lead to a miscarriage of
justice.

» GoALIETUT &1 o1 368 ey e et Y YURET § St 7 Y fawerar o1 SROT Sl &

* Itis not intended as a second appeal, but to ensure decisions of lower courts adhere to
legal standards.

* ST 3662 gu Ifer & &7 A AET B, i Tg AT et g o 1oy =ararerdt &
TAUTT FTefett ATAHT & IHTET 81|

» The High Court or Sessions Judge should not interfere with findings of fact, unless there
is a glaring error or manifest illegality.

« 3T FATITT AT TF ~ATATeNer bt g2t & [ASHhY 7 gEaalq Agt FIT ARy, S o foh PIS
Fse e AT FAE IRFTLEtar o &

2. Section 438 of the BNSS, 2023
2. AR AR &I Fiedr, 2023 $Y &RT 438

Context: The BNSS, 2023, is a legislative initiative aimed at overhauling and modernizing
India's criminal laws.

YH: BNSS, 2023, 3Rl oh HTORITEh il bl GURa JR I Fola & 3¢ ed § o I
Teh FAUry 9aTe B

Provisions: Section 438 mirrors the provisions of Section 397 of the CrPC, granting similar
revisional powers to High Courts and Sessions Judges.

QIaET; 9RT 438, CrPC T €IRT 397 & YIGEITAAT & THT g, 3R 3og ~Irarerdl gr a9
SITATERRIT ol HHATST GANETOT ATFAAT FeTeT il &

Key Features

e fadware

* Empowers higher courts to call for records from subordinate courts to examine correctness,
legality, or propriety of decisions and regularity of proceedings.
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« 3T STl 1 3Ny =ArdTerdl § TR Herdrent 0TI 6T FedaT, Ferar a1 3ugaFadr
3R FRIETEr S AAfATar Y ST e 1 SR a1 B

* Allows suspension of sentences or orders and release of accused on bail or personal
bond during the examination.

« WA AT 3T & foreiaet 3R STATera a1 fsh yarerd o¥ 3dy it Rers & 3egAfa San gl

* Restricts revisional powers concerning interlocutory orders.

- 3rafer JmeRit & Haier 7 Godafor et sl WA A 8

3. Comparative Insights
3. JeAeTcA® faeayor

» Continuity and Change: While Section 438 of BNSS retains the core principles of CrPC’s
Section 397, it aims to modernize and streamline legal procedures.

- fadazar 3k aRadar: BNSS &1 &R 438, CrPC &1 4RT 397 & H fAgeidl I §+1T 3@d g,
FTeleAT Uit Y smyfae 3R goaafeua o &1 e 3 wara e §1

» Judicial Interpretation: Courts have consistently ruled that revisional powers should be
used sparingly, to correct errors resulting in miscarriage of justice, not to re-evaluate
evidence.

- TR SATEAT: ~ATATerdl o e el & foh TaiaTor QfeFarail sl JaeT §Iaqde fohar ST
AT, shael w61 AT FT GURA & [T ST AT F G T HROT Selell o, o foh Tl Y Io:
gHET & oT|
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A case for the Global South in securing Ukraine peace

|GS Paper Il: NATO and Ukraine |

s the devastating war in Ukraine edges

toward a fragile ceasefire, recently

reinforced by maritime and energy

truces brokered in Riyadh, the
question of a more enduring peace looms large,
along with a related question: who will oversee its
implementation?

Peace seems to be in prospect, as both sides
appear weary of a long-drawn out attritional
conflict. The recent Black Sea deal follows talks
initiated by United States President Donald
Trump, who has vowed to swiftly end the war
that has now entered its fourth year.

While western leaders, notably France’s
President Emmanuel Macron and Britain’s Prime
Minister Keir Starmer, have floated the idea of a
European-led peacekeeping force, this
proposition is rife with challenges and
contradictions. Russia has made it clear that no
troops from North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO) member-countries would be welcome,
and most of Europe is already in NATO. A
peacekeeping force whose very presence would
be seen as a casus belli is evidently a non-starter.

It is time for the Global South — a coalition of
nations from Africa, Asia, and Latin America — to
rise to the occasion and offer to lead a United
Nations-backed peacekeeping mission in Ukraine.
Doing so would not only ensure credibility and
neutrality but also symbolise the emergence of
the Global South as an indispensable force in
shaping global stability.

The perils of a European peacekeeping force
Europe’s enthusiasm for spearheading
peacekeeping in Ukraine appears, at first glance,
logical — its proximity to the conflict and its
strategic stake in the region make it a natural
candidate. While promoting a “coalition of the
willing”, Mr. Starmer has already promised to
send British troops as part of any post-war
peacekeeping operation. Yet, this logic crumbles
under the weight of Russia’s vehement
opposition. Moscow views a European-led force
as a NATO Trojan horse, a thinly veiled ploy to
expand the alliance’s reach into Ukraine. Such a
deployment would not only exacerbate tensions
but also risk transforming peacekeepers into
catalysts for further conflict. Russian Foreign
Minister Sergei Lavrov declared during a recent
visit to Qatar that it would only “further fuel the
conflict and stop any attempts to calm it down”.
Moreover, European public opinion is far from
aligned with the ambitions of its leaders. Polls
reveal widespread resistance to deploying troops
in what would undoubtedly be a perilous theatre
of operations. When Mr. Macron first suggested
French troops for such an endeavour earlier this
year, opinion polls showed an overwhelming
majority of French citizens opposing the idea.
Even if political will is mustered, the logistical
realities of sustaining such a mission without
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heavy reliance on U.S. support — which, in the
‘Trump era, may or may not be available — would
expose Europe’s limitations. In a conflict fraught
with delicate balances, the stakes are too high to
gamble on an arrangement perceived as partial
and provocative.

The Global South has the credentials

The presence of NATO troops along the front line
with Russian forces, even in a peacekeeping
capacity, heightens the chances of a broader
confrontation, a risk the international community
can ill afford. In stark contrast, the Global South
offers a compelling alternative. Unlike Europe,
nations from Africa, Asia, and Latin America have
largely maintained a principled neutrality in the
Russia-Ukraine conflict. This impartiality —
symbolised by Prime Minister Narendra Modi
hugging both Russian President Vladimir Putin in
Moscow and Ukraine’s President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy in Kyiv, two weeks apart — grants them
the moral high ground, making them uniquely
positioned to maintain the trust of both Kyiv and
Moscow. A peacekeeping mission led by the
Global South would not only de-escalate tensions
but also inject a much-needed sense of fairness
into the proceedings.

The Global South’s credentials are far from
theoretical. The African Union (AU)’s record of
peacekeeping, whether in Sudan, Somalia, or the
Central African Republic, speaks volumes about
its ability to navigate volatile environments.
Similarly, BRICS member countries such as Brazil,
India, South Africa and Indonesia have
demonstrated their diplomatic acumen and
operational expertise in UN peacekeeping
missions. Even smaller nations such as Chile
bring specialised skills, such as demining, which
are crucial for Ukraine’s reconstruction. Their
track record in UN peacekeeping missions
strengthens their credibility as potential leaders
in Ukraine’s stabilisation efforts.

For a Global South-led peacekeeping mission
to succeed, several conditions must be met. A
robust and well-defined ceasefire agreement is, of
course, a prerequisite. Equally critical is the
demarcation of a clear front line, a task
demanding meticulous negotiations. Financial
and logistical support from western nations,
particularly the European Union, would bolster
the mission’s capacity. All of these would be
available if the operation was authorised by the
United Nations Security Council and enjoyed the
approval and co-operation of both parties to the
conflict. Crucially, excluding NATO troops
entirely would assuage Russian concerns and
underscore the mission’s neutrality. Finally, as
India demonstrated in Liberia, the inclusion of
female peacekeepers, whose presence has been
shown to foster community trust and address
gender-based violence, a persistent issue in
conflict zones, would further enhance the

initiative’s legitimacy.

India, with its storied legacy in UN
peacekeeping, is especially well-placed to take a
leadership role. Having contributed over
2,90,000 peacekeepers to more than 50 UN
missions, India’s experience is unparalleled.
Currently, more than 5,000 Indian peacekeepers
are deployed in nine of the 11 active peace
operations. In 2007, India became the first
country to deploy an all-women police contingent
to a peacekeeping mission, in war-torn Liberia.
More than 160 Indian peacekeepers have paid the
ultimate price serving under the UN flag so far —
the highest number for any troop-contributing
country.

It was no accident that then UN
Secretary-General Boutros Boutros-Ghali turned
to India to lead the UN peace-keeping operation
in the former Yugoslavia in 1992. As in that
situation, India’s neutral stance in the Ukraine
conflict and its balanced relationships with
Russia, the West, and Ukraine make it a natural
choice to spearhead this effort. There is a strong
case for India to shed its reticence and step
forward with the assertiveness the moment
demands.

Meanwhile, China has been far more
proactive, positioning itself as a potential
peacemaker despite its close ties to Moscow.
Beijing has also appointed a seasoned diplomat as
its special envoy for Ukraine, whereas India has
yet to take comparable steps.

The broader imperative

A peacekeeping mission in Ukraine under the
auspices of the United Nations ofters more than
just a pathway to stability in Eastern Europe. It is
an opportunity for the Global South to assert its
rightful place at the high table of international
diplomacy. For decades, this grouping — still too
inchoate to be termed a bloc — has been relegated
to the margins of global decision-making, its voice
often drowned out by the cacophony of western
powers. Taking the lead in Ukraine would signal a
shift, a bold declaration that the Global South is
not merely a passive observer but an active
shaper of the world order.

As we stand at this historic juncture, the
choice is clear. The task of securing peace in
Ukraine cannot be left to actors whose partiality
risks undermining the very truce they are meant
to protect. It is time for the Global South to seize
the mantle of leadership, offering a vision of
peace that is inclusive, credible, and enduring. A
peacekeeping mission in Ukraine under the UN.
banner would provide the global body with a
crucial opportunity to reaffirm its role in
maintaining international peace and security. For
India, active participation in such an effort would
not only cement its standing as a global power
but also affirm its growing influence in shaping
international diplomacy.

A case for the Global South in securing Ukraine peace

Tehel H AT GATRET Fe1 & TorT sallaer A3Y AT {fAwHT F1

HIHIT

As the devastating war in Ukraine edges toward a fragile ceasefire,
recently reinforced by maritime and energy truces brokered in Riyadh,

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Contact Number

Website :

id : info@patrioticias.in

9971932488

patrioticias.in

Page3 2



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

g il CONTACT: 9971932488

the question of a more enduring peace looms large, along with a
related question: who will oversee its implementation?

e bt A FAmeran il Ioer - v AT Jeufar 1 3R g w8,
o grer &) 7 Ramg & wopedh 3k st geufaws st @ #eqg frar o,
Y T 93T AT WA 37 ¢ B Tl anifey 4 giafRea gl sitv swa
FRATTaIT BT FIIM?

e Peace seems to be in prospect, as both sides appear weary of a long-drawn out
attritional conflict.

Qrifer Y T TS & T & iR At geT o WA O T 4TS WO J 0 T ¢
e The recent Black Sea deal follows talks initiated by United States President Donald
Trump, who has vowed to swiftly end the war that has now entered its fourth year.

gifera soleh HY FASIAT 37 aTc3i & ST §37 & e AR & Tsgufar Sres ga A &
forar ar, foegiel s& =t o 3 yaer T IF I A1 Moy FATT F:XeT I Hehed T 5|

e While western leaders, notably France’s President Emmanuel Macron and Britain’s
Prime Minister Keir Starmer, have floated the idea of a European-led peacekeeping
force, this proposition is rife with challenges and contradictions.

STafer aftesf sanat, faAy &0 & wiw & weufa sAquer At 3R feer & vuressh fK
TR, o JUHT Aqea arelt Anifer @1 &7 Goira &1 8, 75 s getfaat 3 s mat

b IRTEIE
e Russia has made it clear that no troops from NATO member-countries would be
welcome, and most of Europe is already in NATO.

T o TS T T6T § Toh AT e el by ahis 31T et Tieprdy w7gl g1at, 3 I 1
Tier REaT gga F & A1) F1 REAT §

e A peacekeeping force whose very presence would be seen as a casus belli is
evidently a non-starter.

T ifer AT [t 3UTEAT &0l Jeer T HROT AAT ST, F8 TS &7 J JEdrpry

qEda gl

o ltistime for the Global South — a coalition of nations from Africa, Asia, and Latin
America — to rise to the occasion and offer to lead a United Nations-backed
peacekeeping mission in Ukraine.

319 THY 37 3T § & 7eiaer 39 — ogd 3nhier, ofdra 3 ofes 3R & o eanfaer
& — 31T 31T 3R WY g WA gt # nifey FAreret &7 Aicgea e T IR H

e Doing so would not only ensure credibility and neutrality but also symbolise the emergence
of the Global South as an indispensable force in shaping global stability.

UH A W o dhael Freawetiaar AR fsaatar giafaa g, sfes a5 dRaw Ruwar 1 srer 2o
H T A13Y 1 U 3fAarT AfFd & §T H 3IRA &7 g off ghem|
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The perils of a European peacekeeping force

U enifer da Fr gatfaat

e Europe’s enthusiasm for spearheading peacekeeping in Ukraine appears, at first glance,
logical — its proximity to the conflict and strategic stake in the region make it a natural
candidate.

Tehet H AT TATC 7@ & fAT ZAT T 3718 Tgoll Aok H dTfeheh o1 § — ST HaY 817 &
fasrear 3 wrefas et 58 veh Tanfaes fase s=ra 81

e While promoting a “coalition of the willing”, Mr. Starmer has already promised to send
British troops as part of any post-war peacekeeping operation.

“FTG AT FT ASAUT" Y TG & §V, A FERA gl €1 JeU & a1, v nifed 31 & Tecl
fafeer AfAet &t Asret o7 arer 0 T B

e Yet, this logic crumbles under the weight of Russia’s vehement opposition.

gTelifeh, I8 o T & F3 RN & FROT FASR I3 1T ¢

e Moscow views a European-led force as a NATO Trojan horse, a thinly veiled ploy to
expand the alliance’s reach into Ukraine.

ATER! T JUIT Aefeq arell HT 1 ATEY HT EIST=T §14 AT & — TG TsheT A TS & THT HI
PeTer T UF ATelTEH PARAL & & H W Sl 3|

e Such a deployment would not only exacerbate tensions but also risk transforming
peacekeepers into catalysts for further conflict.

3 g T JTdY delTd 1 dereei) 31 enifa Al F1 T8 & 3F & deast FT @awr ol 30
M|

e Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov declared during a recent visit to Qatar that it would
only “further fuel the conflict and stop any attempts to calm it down”.

Y fager w0 afg e & &TT & & FaAX T I & SR a7 [ 3T hger “TuY 3R 15
3 anfa g T ST |

e Moreover, European public opinion is far from aligned with the ambitions of its leaders.

SHeh 37cTTaT, JUIT ST Y T 3eTeh AT hl AGearHIan3it § A 781 @il

e Polls reveal widespread resistance to deploying troops in what would undoubtedly be a
perilous theatre of operations.

a1t & I Teldr & fF AT A darelt 1 St s Ay § it a8 ARTa s a e
Gl e g
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e When Mr. Macron first suggested French troops for such an endeavour earlier this year,
opinion polls showed an overwhelming majority of French citizens opposing the idea.

ST it AT o 57 a¥ Y T3 H B Ffawt v et w1 Forra i, o St wewon o
mm%ma:amﬁﬁmsrma_@awwa:mw

e Even if political will is mustered, the logistical realities of sustaining such a mission without
heavy reliance on U.S. support — which, in the Trump era, may or may not be available —
would expose Europe’s limitations.

IR STeiifare geaT 3 fewrs el &, ar IARAT Fardet (S S0 o1 7 ARG 3Uelstr o g1 & o=l
$H g & (AL 1 TT0 @ T AfforiEesd Tearsdr gUT i HATHT H1 3R < &30

e In a conflict fraught with delicate balances, the stakes are too high to gamble on an
arrangement perceived as partial and provocative.

Teh A Helol aTe Hu¥ &, g9 95 39 &, AR 0 e off gararelt 3 srshrs sgavyr W aig
mnmagaa’@wmg’mrl

The Global South has the credentials
Tl WI3Y & T IIIFT FIIATC §

e The presence of NATO troops along the front line with Russian forces, even in a
peacekeeping capacity, heightens the chances of a broader confrontation, a risk the
international community can ill afford.

T F=T3it & Ty WAT 1@ W NATO dfaet r 3ufFafa, ar ag aifa vumaen & sega &
& T o 81, 93 WY T HHTAT 1 96T &l &, i 7o HARISET FHE & T Ueh a3
SR

e In stark contrast, the Global South offers a compelling alternative.

58 TaI{Id, Teael HI3Y Ueh THTGRTCN faehed FEd AT & |

e Unlike Europe, nations from Africa, Asia, and Latin America have largely maintained a
principled neutrality in the Russia-Ukraine conflict.

T & Faudie, i, ofdram ik dfeer 3afeT & deif & w-g@Far wad 7 w1 g

Herrifas derdar g0 @ ¢

e This impartiality — symbolised by Prime Minister Narendra Modi hugging both
Russian President Vladimir Putin in Moscow and Ukraine’s President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy in Kyiv, two weeks apart — grants them the moral high ground, making
them uniquely positioned to maintain the trust of both Kyiv and Moscow.

Ig TCEAAT — Foraeht Yclleh Fermersi=il alg AIEY earT AR 7wl Iregufar senfefiv gfaer
3R &Y g7 a1g g A Fahedt Isgufar AANTFAT FATHT &1 10 9111 § — 3¢ A Asaar
Ul adl &, forad o g 3R AT 1At 7 faaiy 510 3@ 7 T |

e A peacekeeping mission led by the Global South would not only de-escalate tensions
but also inject a much-needed sense of fairness into the proceedings.
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3MTATeh +ATIHTT Y STUaT|
e The Global South’s credentials are far from theoretical.
TG I3 S APIATT shaol Hewifae =gl g |
e The African Union (AU)’s record of peacekeeping, whether in Sudan, Somalia, or the

Central African Republic, speaks volumes about its ability to navigate volatile
environments.

3TRYRT W (AU) T 2nifet T o1 Reps, 1 a8 {3, WetforT, a1 deer rhrareT
Rufeas & 8, sa YT 831 7 F1eT I F¥ 877 i g2ATar 1

e Similarly, BRICS member countries such as Brazil, India, South Africa, and

Indonesia have demonstrated their diplomatic acumen and operational expertise in
UN peacekeeping missions.

S g, o T et S Slier, ST, SRYoT 3rhieht 3R SRR o wgerd T anifa
et & 39eh TSR Fererar 3R FHTere vt 7 ved v gl

e Even smaller nations such as Chile bring specialised skills, such as demining, which
are crucial for Ukraine’s reconstruction.

TET e o FRArelt 1A B &er 811 @efeT &1 & AT FiXe o1 [AAT &THAATT o1 8, ST ol &
gAfARATOT & ToIT 37cda 3T g

e Their track record in UN peacekeeping missions strengthens their credibility as
potential leaders in Ukraine’s stabilisation efforts.

YT e ifer FAeraT 7 o7t awer &F Rais, 3¢ et  uar o= & warat A
fareawaily AT % &9 H vedd A 2|
¢ Conditions for a successful Global South-led mission

Tollee WI3Y Accd aATell WWhel fAAT & T Ty et

o For a Global South-led peacekeeping mission to succeed, several conditions must be
met.

Teh Tellael I3Y sicjcd dTell ATl FARNGT hT Bl o T &g A bl G el 3T & |
¢ Avrobust and well-defined ceasefire agreement is, of course, a prerequisite.
T Aorqd AR Fave Jeufaer wasilar Afad &9 & v 0 et B

e Equally critical is the demarcation of a clear front line, a task demanding meticulous
negotiations.

3eTT € 37aRas ¢ o Wi YaT &1 ¥ase faior g, e forw gaer araia i smaegedr
g

e Financial and logistical support from western nations, particularly the European
Union, would bolster the mission’s capacity.

aftes o, faay w0 & gy ww, & faeiy silk aifaRes wader su fAe i swrar =t

CEAREIN

e All of these would be available if the operation was authorised by the United Nations
Security Council and enjoyed the approval and co-operation of both parties to the
conflict.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Tolee WI3Y SN Hicjed T 1S ATt TARNGT oF sherel TATT HY FH L, e TihaAT3iT H

Page3 6

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

CONTACT: 9971932488 132
I I8 TAere T Tvg Y& IRWE gary srqrifed g 3ik wud & 2t gall fr whgpfa g

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

HEAT ured &1, ar T g3l gHdT g g

— Crucially, excluding NATO troops entirely would assuage Russian concerns and
underscore the mission’s neutrality.

TEH HAEAYUT 91 IE & 1o AT NATO fret &1 O ot & ame @ 91w, af 98 w4 &Y
fRram3it &Y end e 3R A2 Hr TeEdar F IR FE|

— Finally, as India demonstrated in Liberia, the inclusion of female peacekeepers,
whose presence has been shown to foster community trust and address gender-
based violence, would further enhance the initiative’s legitimacy.

37ctel:, S o IR o g Rar & fewra, afem anfay faet it safierdl, fSrerehr sufeuta
O FHETT # Frearyr 3cue gia ¢ 3N o e @ Sves # #ge Ao €, 58 uger &1
derar &A1 3R AT N

India’s experience in UN peacekeeping
HYFA Tog AT T F R 7 317

India, with its storied legacy in UN peacekeeping, is especially well-placed to take a
leadership role.

TYFA g Aifer et A 319 woey i & |1y sRa, Aqed A ({fAsT e & fav

Y &9 & 3ugFA B

Having contributed over 2,90,000 peacekeepers to more than 50 UN missions, India’s
experience is unparalleled.

HRA 7 50 & s g e et 7 2,90,000 & I enifa s aa §, S v 313
egera ¥

— Currently, more than 5,000 Indian peacekeepers are deployed in nine of the 11
active peace operations.

IIATA 7 5,000 ¥ 30F ARG enfa A=, 11 #F @ 9 girT anifa =t & Jara &

—1In 2007, India became the first country to deploy an all-women police contingent to
a peacekeeping mission, in war-torn Liberia.

2007 H, $IRC = JEHITd AFaRAT H Haer Afgem IfAH g T ST dTell Tgall U FoTeht
sfoere T

— More than 160 Indian peacekeepers have paid the ultimate price serving under the
UN flag — the highest number for any troop-contributing country.

T TSE &l & g AT Xl §U 160 W e sIRclry erifer {ferepi o wront hr amgfar &
g — St for fordlY ot ZU-WeaTs &at arer 32T & v aed 31f ¢

— It was no accident that then UN Secretary-General Boutros Boutros-Ghali turned to
India to lead the UN peace-keeping operation in former Yugoslavia in 1992.

Ig HAET 6T AT o 1992 A HYF TSg AgTATAT Je qea-arel o q& Feneantaar #
YFT g A AT F7 Aea a3t & oI 0Ra 1 o1
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e — As in that situation, India’s neutral stance in the Ukraine conflict and its balanced
relationships with Russia, the West, and Ukraine make it a natural choice to
spearhead this effort.

39 GHY T g, Tohot WO H 7R T deey Rufer 3k v, afvasr 3k g & @y
’.-.F‘ it S0 = - 2 ﬁ TE)
e —There is a strong case for India to shed its reticence and step forward with the
assertiveness the moment demands.

HRA o [T 7 3UYFd T & T a8 3= ehraqot A I o3 T aefds &9 & 3w
agl

China’s proactive stance

ey 21 W sy

e — Meanwhile, China has been far more proactive, positioning itself as a potential
peacemaker despite its close ties to Moscow.

38 ot e o ge 1 wenfad anifage & 9 7 9Eqd far §, #1838 Areat @ w6
"o g

e —Beijing has also appointed a seasoned diplomat as its special envoy for Ukraine,
whereas India has yet to take comparable steps.

ST o et F AT AT g7 & €9 A T reparelt TR 1 g foham &, stafe
R & 319 cToh VT IS S FEH 18T 36131 8|

The broader imperative
faeqa smaegsan

e — A peacekeeping mission in Ukraine under the auspices of the United Nations
offers more than just a pathway to stability in Eastern Europe.

YFA TS o cedatilel H Fahet H AT Freret, sharer gt A9 F R s e & w1
STl HIAT|

e —ltis an opportunity for the Global South to assert its rightful place at the high table
of international diplomacy.

Ig T AI3Y & ToIT HAUSET Festifer T HET 7T W 3191 3T T41eT oA erar otel

T HTET L

e —For decades, this grouping — still too inchoate to be termed a bloc — has been
relegated to the margins of global decision-making, its voice often drowned out by the
cacophony of western powers.

TAFT ¥, Ig THE — T4 3130 TSI WHE gl il & — 1 IRae vty uftrar 4
IR X T@1 a1 &, 3R 3Ty rarer 3reraR IRaHT afFaal & o # e S B
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e —Taking the lead in Ukraine would signal a shift, a bold declaration that the Global
South is not merely a passive observer but an active shaper of the world order.

ool A AJed AT Teh IR ohl Tehel I — I Ueh AIGTASF WIYUTT ol foh Taiaer
a3y A% fAders g7 gfes AT caasyr 1 afha AAET 1

e — As we stand at this historic juncture, the choice is clear.
3 & g7 2w MR Al W ws §, vty TS ¥

e —The task of securing peace in Ukraine cannot be left to actors whose partiality risks
undermining the very truce they are meant to protect.

Tehet 7 iy GRARETT 0 T B 37 oll9iT T AET BIST ST Hehell [STeTeh! FETIATAYOT AT
& FHSY F FAAR FT bl B

o —ltistime for the Global South to seize the mantle of leadership, offering a vision of
peace that is inclusive, credible, and enduring.

319 THY & o Tellae WI3Y, Aqed T FFAe 1 Farel 3R v gamaed, fReaway sk
TurlY erifey 1 TfeHIOT S |

e — A peacekeeping mission in Ukraine under the UN banner would provide the global
body with a crucial opportunity to reaffirm its role in maintaining international peace
and security.

IFA ST & AT ool Fahet # Anifer TrereT, 50 ARGk T 1 SreTd anifey 3ifv gam
TATC TG H 3HToAT ${fAHT T e TATRAT A T Teh HgeaqoT AT T Tl M|

e —For India, active participation in such an effort would not only cement its standing as
a global power but also affirm its growing influence in shaping international
diplomacy.

R & o7, 30 RE F 9ITH H TlhT HRNERY o shdol 30 Ush ARG AfFd & &I H
TR e, afcs HaWSET Feahfa 1 3SR ST 7 SHehT qgdt offora =1 off Rgyr
M|
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Week after massive earthquake, focus
shifts to humanitarian crisis in Myanmar

The catastrophic earthquake has left thousands struggling for aid, with the World Food Programme scaling up efforts to assist 8.5 lakh survivors with

food and cash assistance; international rescue teams from China, Thailand, Japan, other nations are on the ground, while recovery efforts continue

|GS Paper II: International Organization

Associated Press
BANGKOK

earch teams in
s Myanmar recovered

more bodies from
the ruins of buildings on
Friday, a week after a mas-
sive earthquake killed
more than 3,100 people, as
the focus turns toward the
urgent humanitarian
needs in a country already
devastated by a continuing
civil war.

United Nations humani-
tarian chief Tom Fletcher,
who is also the emergency
relief coordinator, will visit
the area on Friday in an ef-
fort to spur action follow-
ing the March 28
earthquake.

Ahead of the visit, UN
Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres appealed to the
international community
to immediately step up
funding for quake victims
“to match the scale of this
crisis,” and he urged unim-
peded access to reach
those in need.

“The earthquake has su-
percharged the suffering
with the monsoon season
just around the corner,” he
said.

Continuing attacks

Myanmar’s military and
several key armed resis-
tance groups have all de-
clared ceasefires in the
wake of the earthquake to

e ———

Traces of ruin: A man walks past the rubble of a collapsed building in Mandalay on Friday , one week
after the 7.7-strong earthquake struck Myanmar on March 28. AFp

facilitate the flow of hu-
manitarian aid.

But the UN’s Human
Rights Office on Friday ac-
cused the military of conti-
nuing attacks, claiming
there were more than 60
attacks after the earth-
quake, including 16 since
the military announced a
temporary ceasefire on
Wednesday.

“I urge a halt to all mili-
tary operations, and for

the focus to be on assisting
those impacted by the
quake, as well as ensuring
unhindered access to hu-
manitarian organisations
that are ready to support,”
UN High Commissioner for
Human Rights Volker Turk
said.

“I hope this terrible tra-
gedy can be a turning point
for the country towards an
inclusive political solu-
tion.”

Announcing its cease-
fire, the military also said it
would still take “neces-
sary” measures against re-
sistance groups if they use
the ceasefire to regroup,
train or launch attacks,
and the groups have said
they reserved the right to
defend themselves.

Myanmar’s military
seized power in 2021 from
the democratically elected
government of Aung San

Suu Kyi, sparking what has
turned into a civil war.

The quake worsened an
already dire humanitarian
crisis, with more than
three million people dis-
placed from their homes
and nearly 20 million in
need even before it hit, ac-
cording to the United
Nations.

Myanmar  authorities
said on Thursday that 3,145
people had been killed in
the earthquake, with
another 4,589 people in-
jured and 221 missing, and
did not immediately up-
date the figures on Friday.

Britain, which had al-
ready allocated $13 million
to purchase emergency
items such as food, water,
and shelter, pledged an ad-
ditional $6.5 million in
funds to match an appeal
from Myanmar’s Disasters
Emergency Committee, ac-
cording to the U.K. Embas-
sy in Yangon.

The World Food Pro-
gramme said so far it has
reached 24,000 survivors
but is scaling up its efforts
to assist 8,50,000 with
food and cash assistance
for one month.

Search on

Many international search
and rescue teams are now
on the scene, and eight
medical crews from China,
Thailand, Japan, Bangla-
desh, Bhutan, the Philip-

pines, Indonesia, and Rus-
sia are operating in
Naypyitaw, according to
Myanmar’s ~ military-run
government.

Another five teams from
India, Russia, Laos, Nepal,
and Singapore are helping
in the Mandalay region,
while teams from Russia,
Malaysia, and the ASEAN
bloc of nations are assist-
ing in the Sagaing region.

The Donald Trump ad-
ministration has pledged
$2 million in emergency
aid and sent a three-person
team to assess how best to
respond, given drastic cuts
to U.S. foreign assistance.

On Friday, five bodies
were recovered from the
rubble in the capital, Nay-
pyitaw, and the second-lar-
gest city of Mandalay, near
the epicentre of the 7.7
magnitude earthquake on
March 28, authorities said.

The last reported rescue
came on Wednesday, some
125 hours after the earth-
quake struck, when a man
was saved from the wreck-
age of a hotel in Mandalay.

The earthquake also
shook neighbouring Thai-
land, bringing down a
high-rise under construc-
tion in Bangkok, where re-
covery work continued on
Friday. Overall, 22 people
have been found dead and
35 injured in Bangkok, pri-
marily at the construction
site.

Focus Shifts to Humanitarian Crisis in Myanmar After
Earthquake

HFY & 91§ FIAR H AT Fhe T CATT FHieed

A week after a massive earthquake killed more than 3,100 people,
search teams in Myanmar recovered more bodies from the ruins on

Friday.

T {edTg 916, AT o9 & 3,100 & 3fa et i #Alq & a1g, =R 7 @

gall o YFHAR P Hela & AR T RWeAE o
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e The focus now shifts to the urgent humanitarian needs in a country already devastated
by a continuing civil war.

379 &TeT hfeie 81 91T § SR ATAANT FRcl I, S &2 Igel A &1 el @ € Yo & AT
gl

e UN humanitarian chief Tom Fletcher, also the emergency relief coordinator, will visit
the area on Friday, following the March 28 earthquake.

TYFA TS ATAAT YW ST FolwR, il ATATARTNeT T GHeaqH o1 §, 28 AT & &
o dTe; YHAR T &1 T GRT |

e UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres urged the international community to
immediately step up funding for quake victims.

YF TS AT AT TN X A HARTSET T § ${shT Nt & fore aeshrer
ST gt 1 3reher |

e He emphasized the urgency by noting that the monsoon season is just around the
corner.

3egiel 38 AT W AR T o Arereet &1 Atww s € )

Ceasefire and Continuing Conflict

HorerR 3 S quy

e Myanmar’s military and several resistance groups have declared ceasefires to
facilitate humanitarian aid.

AR 1 Fe7 TR AR 75 it wogEh & aArerdr ggran a1 glaursers o= & fau
WABRIT FHr Trvor 6 B

o Despite this, the UN Human Rights Office accused the military of conducting more
than 60 attacks after the quake, including 16 after a ceasefire was announced on
Wednesday.

SH FTaS[G, WIFd TSE ATAANUHR FIRATAT o Woll T FHFT & 91§ 60 & HAF g7 ol
T 3TRIT ST, TSHTH FUAR T HISTHE T Y0 & a6 16 §A MAT 8 |

e UN Human Rights Chief Volker Turk called for a halt to all military operations and
emphasized the need for unhindered humanitarian access.

VYF TS ATAAMAFR TG dlehT g of Tl o7 ATt Yy et T 37l 7 31
fafer Aerdir 98 1 JmaeTehar X SR fea|

o He expressed hope that this tragedy could be a turning point toward an inclusive
political solution.

3ogiel 31T T FI Toh T ST Ueh FATARM Treifas AT $r feor 7 g 9 Thar
gl

e The military, while announcing its ceasefire, warned of “necessary” measures if
resistance groups regroup, train, or attack.
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BT o FSAHIIR 6T BN A §T Aardeit &F foh I Ffaier Trg qerdiaer, givaror ar
FHAT AL g, dl "SI FEH 381U ST |

e The civil war started in 2021 when the military seized power from the elected
government of Aung San Suu Kyi.

€ e BT YEITA 2021 H &S ST Hell o1 AT ler G HT 1 AT TRAR & T Bt off|

Humanitarian Impact

AT AT

e The earthquake worsened an already dire humanitarian crisis.
3T o Tger I &1 38R AT Hehe 1 3R T5aR F |

e Over 3 million people were already displaced, and nearly 20 million were in need
before the earthquake, said the UN.

TIFA TSE & AN, T I Tl &1 30 AT 1T [T & 3R o19me7ar 2 F3 Aer
T I FTRT 7 o

e As of Thursday, authorities reported 3,145 dead, 4,589 injured, and 221 missing.
AR oIh, ATHRIRGT & 3,145 A, 4,589 €T, 3R 221 ATIAT ST T SAeThRT &

Global Aid and Relief Efforts
ARge werIar 3 Ugd I

e Britain pledged an additional $6.5 million, after already giving $13 million, to support
emergency needs.

e ¥ TUTARTolleT STl & o $13 fAferas 2 & a1¢ faRed $6.5 AT e fr
gyoTT $r |

e The World Food Programme (WFP) said it has reached 24,000 survivors and aims to
support 8.5 lakh people with food and cash for one month.

farea wrem s (WFP)  FeT & 38 24,000 S o |t o Fgrarm agars & 3K
8.5 AT® AN &Y Ueh HEI deh HeTel 3 e eIl &l T 18 ¢

International Rescue Operations

ARSI F91g FTRIAA

e International search and rescue teams are present across Myanmar.
IRASERT @it 3R F919 g FHER J afpa §

e« Eight medical teams from China, Thailand, Japan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, the
Philippines, Indonesia, and Russia are operating in Naypyitaw.

e, UT$els, ST, Sieager, e, feelidie, gsfaT 3k v 6 3me AfRwe a9
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ArAfeIar J FRd &

e Five more teams from India, Russia, Laos, Nepal, and Singapore are working in
Mandalay, while Russia, Malaysia, and ASEAN are aiding in Sagaing.

AR, T, 13119, mﬁzﬁvﬂgwﬁrﬁaaﬁzaﬁm#mwrﬁr%mﬁ;w
FAfAAT 3R 3T FoET H A W W[

e The U.S. announced $2 million in emergency aid and sent a three-person team to
assess further needs.

IHARFT o $2 FATIeT Y 3maTdhTels FErdr 1 eivor H 3R v i FeedT a7 J<|

Recent Developments and Rescue Updates

gTeT &Y geaU 3R T919 3793

e On Friday, five bodies were recovered in Naypyitaw and Mandalay, near the
epicentre of the 7.7 magnitude earthquake.

AR T ATCIAr HR FHST 3, S 7.7 et & ST & e o I &, 9 9 ST gU

e The last rescue was on Wednesday, 125 hours after the quake, when a man was
pulled from hotel rubble in Mandalay.

3R ST FEAR T §3T, [T & 125 G STE, ST AT H Teh Geel & FAeld J Toh
el T fo¥enrell 1|

e The earthquake also impacted Thailand, causing a high-rise under construction in
Bangkok to collapse.

T o grdels 1 o gerfaa foma, foredr ot o fatomedier v S goma TR 918

¢ In Bangkok, 22 people were reported dead and 35 injured, mostly at the construction
site.

St # 22 At BT Al R 35 G gl B W §, T 7 A HAATT T W
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World Food Programme (WFP)
faeT @reT FEFA (SeequEd)

e The World Food Programme (WFP) is the world's largest humanitarian
organization dedicated to combating hunger and promoting food security globally.

faeT @reT FTEAFH (WFP) giaar &7 Ta@ 93T ATEIT e ¢ i 3@ & asa 3R 3R+

WG YI&T &I el &l & forw FAfG B

o Established in 1961, WFP operates under the auspices of the United Nations (UN),
providing life-saving food assistance in emergencies and working with communities
to improve nutrition and build resilience.

1961 # TAITYT WFP, g I (UN) & 37cfeTel S ol & 3R 3rmare feufaat &
SHaeT T&TF WIET WFTAAT YTl T & AT GIoT FUR 3R FerfaFaawior & fow aaerat
& TTY 1Y AT &

Mission and Objectives

35427 3R e

e Saving Lives in Emergencies: WFP delivers critical food assistance during crises
such as conflicts, natural disasters, and pandemics to prevent famine and
malnutrition.

3t Reufat 7 sfiae $t Tam: WFP WY, arsfae amaersit iR AgeRal o wFel &
eRTeT Hgcaqur WIET HETAT el Hcll ¢ cllich Jehtel 3T FHNYOT T AehT ST Heh |

e Changing Lives Through Development: Beyond immediate relief, WFP implements
programs for long-term food security, including school feeding, nutritional
support, and agricultural productivity projects.

e & AT § Shaet & sgara: dohrel Tgd o 37erdr, WFP ST @reg gt &
fore srishat ST &t &, Totetet Trer BfSr, wiwor warrar, 3R R seaeswar TRAs=me
enfAer 81

Global Presence and Operations

ARTw safeufa stk F=mee

e Operational Reach: As of 2024, WFP has a presence in over 120 countries and
territories, with around 23,000 staff members.

wa?rqgir 2024 T, WFP &Y 39i&ufa 120 @ 31 et silv eyt # &, stk saa
ST 23,000 FHATN FRRT &

e Scale of Assistance: In 2023, WFP aimed to assist 123 million vulnerable people
and projected a budget of US$16.9 billion for 2025.
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HETIAT & T 2023 H WFP o 123 AT 3 el Sl Jg—Idr &l &l o8 1@l
31X 2025 & AT 16.9 3RT IANEY sTeR F7 Foic FUTRT FHam

Key Initiatives

T e

* Emergency Relief: WFP provides food aid during conflicts, natural disasters, and
economic downturns.

» HTITASHTeNT Tger: WFP Ferst, srpfae amaersit, 3 anfde #d) & e @rey weraar yerst
T B

» School Feeding Programs: These aim to improve children's nutrition and education by
providing meals in schools.

- Thel BT FTAFA: A Thell H ST TSI FI& Teal & 9907 AR fAST 1 S5 a1 7
T A B

* Nutrition Support: WFP offers specialized nutritional products to pregnant women,
nursing mothers, and young children.

« QIO FErIaT, WEP rfadY Afgamait, ams Aaransit, 31k 8¢ s=a 1 ey 9ivor 3cq1e verer
AT B

* Resilience Building: It helps communities build sustainable food systems, improve
agriculture, and adapt to climate change.

- gafFasor faAfor: a5 FHeri wF Tdd @6 Jore), F¥ UK, 3R Saarg aRadwT &
3]l 8ot H FHeg T o

Recent Challenges and Responses

rer 1 etferat aite sfafeaT

* Funding Shortfalls: In March 2025, WFP announced cuts in food aid for over 1 million
people in Myanmar due to funding shortages, showing its dependence on voluntary
contributions.

- faefir et AT 2025 A, WFP & FaiaR # 1 fafeer @ arfts et & fow area werar #
Fetd 1 o A, T8 38 FafRos FeremEt W AT 3SR g3

* Operational Adjustments: WFP had to reduce rations for refugees and reallocate
resources to the most vulnerable due to funding constraints.
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- AT GATAS: AT gfaea & RO, WFP &1 eRonfaY & fore ere & el 3ik
HTEAT T T FAAN AN & forw IoT: 317aifea e gsr|

TOPICS COVERED GS Paper I1l: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, 1S)

1. China hits back with 34% tariff on U.S. goods
et & AN TETIHT 9T 34% YeF AR SaTell FIATS HT

2. SC directs CEC to survey forests in Agasthyamalai for
encroachments

HIEGHATE A AfawraAv F v vad F AT Y Sterat Fr

FdeTor I 1 A Eer =

3. CSIR-NAL signs technology transfer deal with firm to
make HANSA trainer-planes

CSIR-NAL @ HANSA ¢+iR-gdT$ STgTeil & faAtor & faw v
BH & TIY Thailhl gEATAOT AT I FEATER fhT

4. American retreat

IARNHY IS gea
5. Tanks battle polluted groundwater
TS IA ¥sTer ¥ ST o3 &
6. The risky jab
WdI-THh Sotarele
7. Bengaluru’s metro: India’s priciest transit
TS AT R S Fa§ AgM ZIfore Qar
8. ‘U.S. tariffs may pare India’s FY26 real GDP growth by
up to 0.3%
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3ARNF TRE & R Fr FY26 Fr aeafas GDP ggfar
0.3% T T FHHAT Wera

DPATRIOTICH

9. Sensex crashes 931 points amid fears of trade war,
recession

SR e AR AL & 5T & FQFH 931 37

10. India to fast-track BTA-focussed duty cuts for U.S.
products

IARFY 3curEl & AT R AAT-HRa oo Feldh F1 s
S

11. Landmine-hunting rat in Cambodia sets a world
record

Faf3AT 7 I FIT Wioa arel G A faea RS aeman
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China hits back with 34% tariff on U.S. goods

Beijing retaliates against Trump’s ‘Liberation
Day’ tariff increase of 34% on Chinese exports

GS Paper lll: External
AssodSector

Reuters
BEIJING

hina announced on
C Friday that it will

impose a 34% tariff
on imports of all U.S. pro-
ducts beginning April 10,
part of a flurry of retaliato-
ry measures following U.S.
President Donald Trump’s
“Liberation Day” slate of
double-digit tariffs.

The new tariff matches
the rate of the U.S. “reci-
procal” tariff of 34% on
Chinese exports  that
Trump ordered this week.

The Commerce Ministry
in Beijing also said in a not-
ice that it will impose more
export controls on rare
earth elements, which are
materials used in high-tech
products such as computer
chips and electric vehicle
batteries.

Included in the list of
minerals subject to con-

It plans to curb export of rare earth elements,
vital in production of high-tech products

Widening gap
Ower years, imports from China to the
U.S. has grown at a much faster rate
than exports from the U.S. to China

trols was samarium and its

compounds, which are
used in aerospace manu-
facturing and the defence
sector. Another element
called gadolinium is used
in MRI scans.

“China panicked”
In his response, Mr. Trump
said China “played it
wrong”.

“China played it wrong,
they panicked — the one
thing they cannot afford to

600,000

400,000 E@

200,000

do!” Mr. Trump wrote in all
caps in a post on his social
media platform.

China’s customs admi-
nistration said it had sus-
pended chicken imports
from some U.S. suppliers
after it detected furazoli-
done, a drug banned in
China, in shipments from
those companies.

Separately, it said it had
found high levels of mold
in the sorghum and salmo-
nella in poultry meat from

China to the U.S,

Imports from

Exports to China
from the U.S.

.
103,340, / T
“,
B
o=
2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2024
1n$ million Source: BEA gov

some of the companies.
The announcements affect
one company exporting
sorghum, C&D Inc., and
four poultry companies.

‘Bullying practice’
The Chinese government
said it had added 27 firms
to lists of companies sub-
ject to trade sanctions or
export controls.

Among them, 16 are
subject to a ban on the ex-
port of “dual-use” goods.

India tariff cut to 26%

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The U.S. has revised the
import duties to be
imposed on India from
27% to 26%, according to a
White House document.
These duties will come

High Point Aerotechnolo-
gies, a defence tech firm,
and Universal Logistics
Holding, a publicly traded
transportation and logis-
tics company, were among
those listed.

Beijing also announced
it filed a lawsuit with the
World Trade Organization
over the rariffs.

“The United States’ im-
position of so-called ‘reci-
procal tariffs’ seriously vio-
lates WTO rules, seriously

into force from April 9.

Industry experts said 1%
would not have much of
an impact. From 2021-22
t0 2023-24, the U.S. was
India’s largest trading
partner. The U.S. accounts
for about 18% of India’s
total goods exports.

damages the legitimate
rights and interests of WTO
members, and seriously
undermines the rules-
based multilateral trading
system and international
economic and trade or-
der,” the Commerce Minis-
try said. “It is a typical un-
ilateral bullying practice
that endangers the stability
of the global economic and
trade order. China firmly
opposes this,” it said.
Other actions include

China hits back with 34% tariff on U.S. goods
et & AN TEIAHT 9T 34% YoF FAAHT STaTell FRATS H

China announced on Friday that it will impose a 34% tariff on imports
of all U.S. products beginning April 10, part of a flurry of retaliatory

measures following U.S. President Donald Trump’s “Liberation Day”
slate of double-digit tariffs.

« YHAR FI AT A °io Y 7 77 10 3riter & F3ft AR 3emEl W 34%
UAEF TIMTIT, AT IHARET Aegafar sieres €0 F “fravers 37 w aiffa gy
37! a1l TNE F STE1E 7 33T T FE GfFMUTHF FgAT § T T 2

+ + The new tariff matches the rate of the U.S. “reciprocal” tariff of 34% on Chinese
exports that Trump ordered this week.

* G AT Yoeh AR TIRT H TTATE Al fo ATl TR SIAMT 1T “GREINF” 34% Yo &

TR g, 5 e o 3mefRa fFam|
e +The Commerce Ministry in Beijing also said in a notice that it will impose more

export controls on rare earth elements, which are materials used in high-tech
products such as computer chips and electric vehicle batteries.

« fifSier & AfOrsT FATeT A U Yool 7 Ig 3 FgT o ag gerer a3t & o v ailx

farr=oT SreTTUET, fSteTeRt 39T Sheger foeH 3 Selferesh argst SRl S 815-3eh 3cumar 7
I gl
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Donald Trump criticises China’s move; they
have ‘played it wrong, they panicked’, he says

the launch of an anti-mo-
nopoly investigation into
DuPont China Group Co., a
subsidiary of the multina-
tional chemical giant, and
an anti-dumping probe in-
to X-ray tube and CT tubes
for CT scanners imported
from the U.S. and India.

In February, China an-
nounced a 15% tariff on im-
ports of coal and liquefied
natural gas products from
the U.S. It separately added
a 10% tariff on crude oil,
agricultural  machinery
and large-engine cars.

Dozens of U.S. compa-
nies are subject to controls
on trade and investment,
while many more Chinese
companies face similar li-
mits on dealings with U.S.
firms. The latest tariffs ap-
ply to all products made in
the US., according to a
statement from the Minis-
try of Finance's State
Council Tariff Commis-
sion.

= 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
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e e Included in the list of minerals subject to controls was samarium and its compounds,
which are used in aerospace manufacturing and the defence sector.

- 3T @iAe W RHF0T 9 IR &, 394 A 3k 5w i enfae €, e
3T TR fAAT 3R T ST Fgar gl

e+ Another element called gadolinium is used in MRI scans.

- T 3R dca T AT T8 a7 &, MRI Thet & 392197 o S1am B

‘China panicked’
‘HleT T&_T AT

e -+ In his response, Mr. Trump said China “played it wrong”.
« 391 STATS 7 AT €4 o gl foh el A T el WelT|

e +“China played it wrong, they panicked — the one thing they cannot afford to do!” Mr.
Trump wrote in all caps in a post on his social media platform.

« “TeT of ITeld Wl Well, I GaT ITT — 3R TET Teh AT ¢ ST I sTal Y Fohd!” AT T o 39T
Arerer AFEAT colewie W a3 318RT & I8 9diee R

e +China’s customs administration said it had suspended chicken imports from some
U.S. suppliers after it detected furazolidone, a drug banned in China, in shipments
from those companies.

« et & AT Yo TATHA o ST 73 380 T AR Irqfcianaiait & aq7eft & Arw &1
mare Ao X fam § aifen 3o ahaferar &1 Rioeie 7 wqureifasie, St e o sfaefta
&aT g, 9 91T |

e « Separately, it said it had found high levels of mold in the sorghum and salmonella in
poultry meat from some of the companies.

» S 3TN, 381 el foh o Huldl & FaR H s AT F Bhar 3R Nedt AW 7
HTeA T 91T 13T

e + The announcements affect one company exporting sorghum, C&D Inc., and four
poultry companies.

« I GIYUNU 59R AT #3a arell & &9eit, C&D Inc., 3R IR Qe wufaat &1 gonfaa
Ll &

‘Bullying practice’
‘efHTe aTell TaAT

e + The Chinese government said it had added 27 firms to lists of companies subject to
trade sanctions or export controls.

« A1l PR A gl Toh 381 27 Hafaat @ sarar yfaat a1 @t fa=or 1 g@=r 7 ssr
J
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e + Among them, 16 are subject to a ban on the export of “dual-use” goods.
* 38 ¥ 16 FUTAT 9T “GrgX IYANT” ATelt AT o LT IR Tfctaer ofemar I |
e < High Point Aerotechnologies, a defence tech firm, and Universal Logistics

Holding, a publicly traded transportation and logistics company, were among those
listed.

Ardefas w0 § Fefagy aRag 3R aifaeaa Fuel, T 7 enfae o)

e + Beijing also announced it filed a lawsuit with the World Trade Organization (WTO)
over the tariffs.

« ST o 7g o U Y o 3HA 31 Yoehl o Wl fared SATIR Weraet (WTO) &

HHeAT SR fhar g

e +“The United States’ imposition of so-called ‘reciprocal tariffs’ seriously violates WTO
rules, seriously damages the legitimate rights and interests of WTO members, and
seriously undermines the rules-based multilateral trading system and international
economic and trade order,” the Commerce Ministry said.

* OIS HATCRT o g, “TYeFcl Ao IARHT SART Sf3MMT T FAUTH AT “TRETRh Yoh
WTO faa#t &7 73R 3eciasd i &, WTO He&ar & d¢ 3f8eRT 3R fgdi & iR &7 &
AT TgTd &, 3R frgar-amenia sguaha samar gomrel q2r g anfiw 3k
SATIR SAFEYT DT IR T T FHAAR A o |7

e < ‘“ltis atypical unilateral bullying practice that endangers the stability of the global
economic and trade order. China firmly opposes this,” it said.

« “Ig T f3fRrse vahawT A arell A § 5 dRaw 3 3k =R sgawar Hr
FERAT o @R & 3rerch &1 <o 3/t 8T AN Fa1 &, 391 gl

e ¢ Other actions include the launch of an anti-monopoly investigation into DuPont
China Group Co., a subsidiary of the multinational chemical giant, and an anti-
dumping probe into X-ray tube and CT tubes for CT scanners imported from the U.S.
and India.

-mmﬁwmmaﬁwm@ﬁam@mé5
o varitrsR A e 3R 3R 3t sa @ smenfaa @ whad & vew-Y ogw
3R HE eged I U&-SRATT FTe YE FHIAT ATAA B

e < In February, China announced a 15% tariff on imports of coal and liquefied natural
gas products from the U.S.

* I A el o IARDT F AT Py 3R aeliga wpfas i scurel W 15% qeF
STaTTeT ehT TS0 T Y|

o |t separately added a 10% tariff on crude oil, agricultural machinery and large-
engine cars.

* SHeh 3TeITal, 30 Fed ad, FIY #3739 Fore arelt FRY 9T 10% Yo o o)

e <+ Dozens of U.S. companies are subject to controls on trade and investment, while
many more Chinese companies face similar limits on dealings with U.S. firms.
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« Eolelt AR FUfAAT AR 3R Pder W @707 & 371efa &, STafe &5 dielt Hufaal a1

AT AR Bt & A1 dT-aT H WG & wiAGHT T ATHAT HAT I3 BT 8

e « The latest tariffs apply to all products made in the U.S., according to a statement
from the Ministry of Finance’s State Council Tariff Commission.

- fore FaTe Y T e AR AT & U T & IFER, AdATH Yook IARFT H
o gt STl o) ARl &

SC directs CEC to survey forests in
-Agasthyamalai for encroachments

[GS Paper lll: Environment |

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court has di-
rected the Central Empo-
wered Committee (CEC) to
conduct an extensive sur-
vey of the entire tropical
forest ecosystems of the
Agasthyamalai landscape
in the southernmost West-
ern Ghats to identify non-
forestry activities and
encroachments.

In a 16-page judgment, a
Bench of Justices Vikram
Nath and Sandeep Mehta
termed the survey as an in-
terim measure “to initiate
the process of restoration
of the pristine forest areas
and to protect the tiger
habitats, wildlife reserves
and sanctuaries falling un-
der the Agasthyamalai
biosphere”.

Tropical forest: Agasthyamalai

is a 3,500-km biosphere reserve
within T.N. and Kerala.

The Agasthyamalai
landscape is recognised by
the UNESCO as a 3,500-km
biosphere reserve falling
within both Tamil Nadu
and Kerala.

The CEC survey would
include the Periyar tiger re-
serve, Srivilliputhur griz-
zled squirrel wildlife sanc-

tuary, Meghamalai and
Thirunelveli wildlife sanc-
tuaries. The judgment was
pronounced on March 24
and published on Friday.
The report would contain
the comparative data per-
taining to the forest cover
as it existed earlier vis-a-vis
the current position in or-
der to gauge the extent of
depletion and degradation
in the forest area.

“The world at large is
facing the calamities
caused by climate change,
and the primary culprit be-
hind this is the depleting
forest cover owing to a my-
riad of issues including ra-
pid urbanisation, un-
checked industrialisation,
encroachments, etc.,” Jus-
tice Mehta observed.

The judgment was
based on a recommenda-

tion made by its amicus cu-
riae, senior advocate K.
Parmeshwar, who submit-
ted that plantations and
systematic encroachments
in the landscape for almost
a century have depleted
the forest cover.

The judgment came in
separate petitions high-
lighting the immediate
need to preserve the re-
served forests, wildlife
sanctuaries and tiger re-
serves in Tamil Nadu as
well as the rehabilitation of
workers who were evicted
after the Bombay Burma
Trading Corporation Limit-
ed tea estate at Singampat-
ti, Tamil Nadu, was de-
clared to be a reserved
forest, wildlife sanctuary
and tiger reserve under the
provisions of the Wild Life
(Protection) Act.

SC directs CEC
to survey
forests in
Agasthyamalai
for
encroachments

HIAELTHATS H
fasaA & fow
THHY oF WS FY
STITelY ST FS&ToT
e T fager
fear

« The Supreme
Court has directed

the Central Empowered Committee (CEC) to conduct an extensive
survey of the entire tropical forest ecosystems of the Agasthyamalai
landscape in the southernmost Western Ghats to identify non-forestry
activities and encroachments.

ot ¢ & Fdrr werera wfAfa (CEC) # gfaroft-aRes are 7 fua
ITELTAATS URTLT & GAFA I featiy oo mRFyfadhT a5 &1 faeqa
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FE&T0T I &1 [Ader fam €, arfd dv-aaha aifafaferat sik srfaswaon i
qgdTd #Y AT " |

* In a 16-page judgment, a Bench of Justices Vikram Nath and Sandeep Mehta termed the
survey as an interim measure “to initiate the process of restoration of the pristine forest
areas and to protect the tiger habitats, wildlife reserves and sanctuaries falling under the
Agasthyamalai biosphere”.

16-q%a1 & et 7, ~arze(fcl faser a1y iR T Agar &1 o o 57 FAaTUT I vh IFaRH 3uT
ST, T ad Irpfas ger &=t Y AeATaar S Gihar IE 6T 577 Jh 3R PRI TRIFART &
gl 31Tel dTel 9Te ATETH, et ARV, 3R &V &1 T &I 6T 5T Feh |

» The Agasthyamalai landscape is recognised by the UNESCO as a 3,500-km biosphere
reserve falling within both Tamil Nadu and Kerala.

IELIAATE TRTT T T GaNT Uah 3,500 faradt #1 aaehR Rerd & 9 & A wred g,
St affrerarg 3R e 2l aF thelm g3 B

* The CEC survey would include the Periyar tiger reserve, Srivilliputhur grizzled squirrel
wildlife sanctuary, Meghamalai and Thirunelveli wildlife sanctuaries.

HEH 71 wfator A INAR IR Rerd, AMRfeaqyR Rees aata aeesans dagd, Aumwas,
3R fazaerael agesars® Aaad w1 enffrer fham smeaT|

» The judgment was pronounced on March 24 and published on Friday.

Ig T 24 AT T FATAT I1G7 AT 3R YFHAR T Fh1iIe T arr|

* The report would contain the comparative data pertaining to the forest cover as it existed
earlier vis-a-vis the current position in order to gauge the extent of depletion and
degradation in the forest area.

RATE # a1 ImesTe & gga hr Ry 3R gdwrr Fufa & & o1 gaemcas Ser anfae g,
ofifeh a7 &1 # &or AR Tt oy Reafer 1 3mereret forar o a1

* “The world at large is facing the calamities caused by climate change, and the primary culprit
behind this is the depleting forest cover owing to a myriad of issues including rapid
urbanisation, unchecked industrialisation, encroachments, etc.,” Justice Mehta observed.

“QX AT STerarg IREde & FRUT et HTIGT3HT T AIHAT I QT &, IR 58 NS HTT HROT &
et T 4101, ST o6 it & 81 W@ agdiavor, e Awels siteaifarhiaor, srfawaor 3nfe S &5
SR A 8 T §,” FAFHT AgT o gl

* The judgment was based on a recommendation made by its amicus curiae, senior advocate
K. Parmeshwar, who submitted that plantations and systematic encroachments in the
landscape for almost a century have depleted the forest cover.
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Ig AT aftss srftaear &. weaR garT, St foh =amared f&F (amicus curiae) &, & 719
FRABIREr 0¥ 3MeTRa AT| 3ogier T o Fester U erared) ¥ 5@ &7 & o a7w Aot 31N warfea
HTAHACI & HROT g TGN F HRY FHY 3TS ¢

* The judgment came in separate petitions highlighting the immediate need to preserve the
reserved forests, wildlife sanctuaries, and tiger reserves in Tamil Nadu as well as the
rehabilitation of workers who were evicted after the Bombay Burma Trading Corporation
Limited tea estate at Singampatti, Tamil Nadu, was declared to be a reserved forest,
wildlife sanctuary, and tiger reserve under the provisions of the Wild Life (Protection) Act.

Ig I TET-IeT ATFAFIHT I 31T, TSeTe ATATATg 7 ARTANT Fe7, Fogsiia rARwr, 31
I MFIRUAT I TR el T dehTel AT I 3APR [HAT IAT 2T, FT & RIrAIEY,
affraeg # Tua die qaT ¥ FiaRers faffes & weie o1 aeasia wveror sfafags & aga
IR a1, T=g=iig FHIRY, 3R 919 I3IRvT 9I¥d fhT I & a1¢ A 7w sfAw &
gerate & Afar ot v oS oY

Agasthyamalai Biosphere Reserve (ABR)
IFTECT ATAT TAEHIT RSTd (ABR)

e Location: The Agasthyamalai Biosphere Reserve (ABR) is situated at the
southernmost end of the Western Ghats in India, spanning across the states of
Kerala and Tamil Nadu.

FUTT: IETATAT TRIEHIT RS (ABR) HRA 7 aFest ure & Aol Y = fua ¢,
3R 7E el 3R AfFe=Tg AT H Bt g3 |

e Geographical Spread: It covers an area of approximately 3,500 km2, encompassing
parts of Thiruvananthapuram and Kollam districts in Kerala, and Tirunelveli and
Kanyakumari districts in Tamil Nadu.

stafors faear: I8 oferster 3,500 @9t fFalt & &1 7 therr B, Tow# ¥er & faasaqws
3R Freaw, qur affraarg & favaeadd 3R Feagart oo anfae 8

e Topography: The terrain is predominantly mountainous, with the Agasthyamalai
peak rising to 1,868 meters above sea level.

§-3MHTA: Tg &1 FTT T U YTS! &, STET IRETATAT FAWR 1 518 1,868 M &

Ecological Significance

TR fEIfadhT #Agea

e Flora: ABR is home to over 2,254 species of higher plants, with about 400 species
being endemic to the region. It serves as a genetic reservoir for cultivated plants like
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cardamom, jamun, nutmeg, pepper, and plantain.

AT ABR & 2,254 @ 318 TATfadl T 34 9169 TSlfadl Irs S &, foeTey orarerar
400 wanfert T (endemic) 81 I8 &1 ST, ST, ST, Hel A 3R Fer
S BHEl & T ATTafiF $SI (genetic reservoir) & &9 H R T 81

e Fauna: The reserve hosts a diverse range of wildlife, including several rare and
endangered species.

woft SreTer: IF SEHRR Rord Rafder aegsiiat @1 3m v §, fores a5 genr il
Hheaed vantaar o enfaer &1

Protected Areas within ABR

ABR & 3raeta aufard &

e Shendurney Wildlife Sanctuary: Located in Kerala, this sanctuary is known for its
rich biodiversity and unique ecosystems.

AT TSl HHARVT: Tg IHHAROY I # 8 § 3R s8h ugarer woqey sia
fafrerar 3ik sefads aRfeufaed @ & faw 3

o Peppara Wildlife Sanctuary: Also in Kerala, it provides habitat to various species of
flora and fauna.

IR gl g FHIRVY: Jg o7 I & U § 3R T8 3 gavafaay 3T shat a1 smara
geTel HLAT g |

 Neyyar Wildlife Sanctuary: Situated in Kerala, this sanctuary is a haven for
numerous wildlife species.

ATI T-FSA1d IHARVY: Tg I A U & HR 65 I goia TorTfardl 1 GRIET Tt
gl

o Kalakkad Mundanthurai Tiger Reserve: Located in Tamil Nadu, it is renowned for
its population of tigers and other wildlife.

FeaFhs H3aAYY IR Nord: Ig affeeng A Foua § 31k g7 &1 arel i Jrardy 3 3
geaeiial & forw gy &1
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CSIR-NAL signs technology
transter deal with firm to
make HANSA trainer-planes

[GS Paper lll: Defence|

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

In a first, the National Ae-
rospace Laboratories
(NAL) — a Council of Scien-
tific and Industrial Re-
search (CSIR) body — has
signed a technology transf-
er agreement with a priv-
ate company to manufac-
ture trainer airplanes in
India. This would be the
first time that the aircraft
would be manufactured in
India based on technology
fully designed and deve-
loped indigenously.

The HANSA-3 NG air-
craft is a two-seater aircraft
and is the latest iteration of
the HANSA planes that
have been made by NAL
since 1998. Fourteen HAN-

Union Minister Jitendra Singh
during the announcement of
ToT partner for HANSA-3 (NG).

SA planes have been made
over the years by NAL and
used by the Ministry of Ci-
vil Aviation and the Indian
Institutes of Technology.
“We have now managed to
seal a partnership with a
private company which
will manufacture these
planes,” said N. Kalaiselvi,

Director-General, CSIR.
The company, Pioneer
Clean AMPS Pvt Limited, is
expected to set up manu-
facturing facilities as well
as handle marketing, ser-
vicing and after-sales,
though NAL would be
closely involved in the in-
itial years to help them
with various aspects of the
manufacturing and opera-
tions, said Abhay Pashli-
kar, Director, CSIR-NAL.
The HANSA-NG is po-
wered by a Rotax Digital
Control Engine with fea-
tures such as a composite
light weight airframe, a
glass cockpit, a bubble ca-
nopy with wide panoramic
view, and electrically oper-
ated flaps, among other
features, a brochure says.

manufacture trainer airplanes in India.

qgell I, sTereTel TIRFAW daReer (NAL) — St i danfares 3R sitgaifaes
3reTaeTeT 9REE (CSIR) Y TF AT § — A HRA A Lo §AT$ grail & favaAtor
& fow o @RS FU & T dFHaNh gEATAOT WA 9T gEaner fFe E

* This would be the first time that the aircraft would be manufactured in India based on
technology fully designed and developed indigenously.

I Tgell IR BT ST g a¥E Faaelt ¥ @ BT ik Fewfla it 715 a@dls & 3mur W dRd J
IELIGKCIRCE BT R L]

CSIR-NAL signs
technology transfer
deal with firm to make
HANSA trainer-planes

CSIR-NAL st HANSA
&AT-gaTs SAgTeil & fA&ATor
& AT v & & Ty
dehelleh! §EATROT GHS T
U gEATER fhw

In a first, the National
Aerospace Laboratories
(NAL) — a Council of
Scientific and Industrial
Research (CSIR) body —
has signed a technology
transfer agreement with a
private company to

* The HANSA-3 NG aircraft is a two-seater aircraft and is the latest iteration of the HANSA
planes that have been made by NAL since 1998.

HANSA-3 NG T teh )-Hex fasmeT § 31K I8 1998 & NAL EaRT §TT 31T HANSA f3ATT

STA T TERIIT &
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* Fourteen HANSA planes have been made over the years by NAL and used by the Ministry
of Civil Aviation and the Indian Institutes of Technology.

3 T NAL gaRT 14 HANSA fa&Tet a0 57 e 8, Totetent 39ier AnTRe 3359+ #arerd 3
HRAT e @ FEam=t (11Ts) garT fomar = g

* “We have now managed to seal a partnership with a private company which will
manufacture these planes,” said N. Kalaiselvi, Director-General, CSIR.

"&H 319 57 QAT & [AATOT & fov v A< H9et & 1T AEieY e & Tholar Ired ST g,
VT g1 § N. Felded, ATA¢, CSIR &I

» The company, Pioneer Clean AMPS Pvt Limited, is expected to set up manufacturing
facilities as well as handle marketing, servicing and after-sales, though NAL would be
closely involved in the initial years to help them with various aspects of the manufacturing and
operations, said Abhay Pashlikar, Director, CSIR-NAL.

&Ustl Pioneer Clean AMPS Pvt Limited &t favaor gfaeme wenfa &t & ary-arer ArkfeaT,
AfARAT 31 3TFeT-Ved 1 1 i GHTAT 19T, BTelifeh IRAF auf & NAL 3¢ #0730
HTelel o TATReeT Tgol3il # Fag I, VAT el § 3o anIfaTy, f¥ereh, CSIR-NAL |

» The HANSA-NG is powered by a Rotax Digital Control Engine with features such as a
composite light weight airframe, a glass cockpit, a bubble canopy with wide panoramic
view, and electrically operated flaps, among other features, a brochure says.

HANSA-NG & Rotax f3fSree Feled g1 o1 § 3R 303 edifaie goa! TAhHA, TdRT HIHNT,
a13s YA o arar qae Fard), 3N safFewe AMa¥es Felvw S fAAYATT §, Tar v SR &
AT IR R
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American retreat

The US. risks ceding its position as
a global economic powerhouse

hat United States President Donald
W Trump did to global trade on April 2

in Washington closely mirrors a dis-
ruptive precedent set by President Richard Nixon
in1971. On August 15, Nixon stunned the world by
announcing the “temporary suspension” of the
U.S. dollar’s convertibility into gold. This effec-
tively dismantled the Bretton Woods framework
that was worked out quite unilaterally in 1944,
which led to the setting up of the World Bank and
the International Monetary Fund, and provided
an anchor for global currency stability — an ave-
nue to address balance of payments crises, and to
finance the reconstruction efforts of former colo-
nial powers. Though announced as a temporary
move, it became permanent and upended the
global financial system, as nations reckoned with
a new era of financial market volatility. Similarly,
Mr. Trump’s reciprocal tariffs have instantly ush-
ered in global economic uncertainty, the full ex-
tent of which will be felt in the months and the
years ahead. By unilaterally altering trade rela-
tionships, he has disrupted the very system of in-
terconnected global commerce that the U.S.
helped build in the post-war era.

The international reaction has been one of
shock and concern. The U.S. is the world’s largest
importer of manufactured goods, accounting for
about 13% of global imports in 2023. The new ta-
riffs will reroute supply chains and force coun-
tries to diversify their export strategies. In the im-
mediate term, the cost of imports will rise for
American consumers, leading to reduced de-
mand. The ripple effects will be global, causing
production slowdowns as exporters scramble to
find alternative markets. Economies such as Chi-
na, Japan, India and the European Union are like-
ly to experience a temporary decline in economic
growth. Yet, unlike in the Nixon era, the U.S. to-
day holds a diminished position in global trade.
In the 1970s, it was the world’s dominant trader,
with an estimated 13%-15% share of global trade.
China’s presence was negligible at the time, ac-
counting for less than 1%. Today, China com-
mands the largest share of global trade, at around
14%, while the U.S. has slipped to roughly 10%.
The international community also accepted the
dollar’s supremacy in the 1970s because of Amer-
ica’s overwhelming economic and technological
dominance. Now, although the dollar remains
the preferred reserve currency, the centre of eco-
nomic gravity has shifted. The world’s leading ex-
porters of advanced technologies are now China
and other Asian powers, including South Korea,

" Japan, and Taiwan. Thus, Mr. Trump’s turn to
protectionism — an attempt to regain American
economic dominance — may well hasten the
cou'mrv’s retreat from its hegemonic Dositign,

American retreat

AR NS gea

The U.S. risks ceding its position as a global
economic powerhouse.

IANSFT & v ARTF 3nfds afeFa & T & g
fufa @ &1 @A 2

* What United States President Donald Trump did to global
trade on April 2 in Washington closely mirrors a disruptive
precedent set by President Richard Nixon in 1971.

2 378 T ATTITES 7 g Td AR & Usgufa skeres g9
3Rgs AR & T S R, 98 1971 # Isgafa Rag Feas ganr
TR Reeasr fAgrer 1 J1e Rarar g

* On August 15, 1971, Nixon stunned the world by announcing the
“temporary suspension” of the U.S. dollar’s convertibility into
gold.

15 37 1971 i T o gfaram i =ienl AT ST 3ogiet JARAY
ST & et A Jgela Y " 3yt fAseer ST grvom
* This effectively dismantled the Bretton Woods framework that

was worked out unilaterally in 1944, which led to the setting up of
the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund.

SEH 1944 H THAIHT T { IR A 1§ FToT T3H TOITel! T &7 &
A g1 715, Tordl fared 3 3R 3rarisdir e 17 (IMF) T T
T AT gered |

* It provided an anchor for global currency stability, an avenue
to address balance of payments crises, and to finance
reconstruction efforts of former colonial powers.

S8 dfRaeh HaT YT & foIT Ueh YR, $[ITcTel Hefelel Hehel 1
HeTsTel & Ueh I, 3R qd sitafafe afFaat & qafeisior warat
oY TS el T ATETH FeTe foha|

* Though announced as a temporary move, it became permanent and upended the global
financial system, as nations reckoned with a new era of financial market volatility.
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ETeliTeh S8 Teh 3EYRN FeH & &7 & ¥ fovar 3= a1, JfersT a8 Tl 97 o137 311 50 ARa=w

fadlrr yomrelt Y 3ere R, wFiifer weet & Rrefr e $r 3rfPuar & weh 7T 97 1 FrHeT |

 Similarly, Mr. Trump’s reciprocal tariffs have instantly ushered in global economic
uncertainty, the full extent of which will be felt in the months and years ahead.

gl g, AT ¢u & wfarauten® RE o dohrel dRaw s srfafRaaar &1 o= fear, Sraer g
THTE 3T a1 AT 3R a9t F AggH faham Sweer|

* By unilaterally altering trade relationships, he has disrupted the very system of
interconnected global commerce that the U.S. helped build in the post-war era.

SATIR HUT Y THATHT T  dGART, 376 11 JeUTa JaT 7 JANFT ZaRT qa10 7T 3799 7 3
afRgs SATIR aF 1 aTed T g

* The international reaction has been one of shock and concern.

IS wfafsrar  afewrer 3R R v oraer et 1S B

* The U.S. is the world’s largest importer of manufactured goods, accounting for about 13%
of global imports in 2023.

AR fAfAT avqait 1 gfaam 1 qad 71 AT+ &, S 2023 # ARah AT 7 FIHA 13%
feeaT @ 2|

* The new tariffs will reroute supply chains and force countries to diversify their export
strategies.

T 2R Irqfet sf@e3it Y gor: AT HYa1 3R 30T 1 3rva e worehifeat 7 fRfdwar o &
foIT #oTey 3|

* In the immediate term, the cost of imports will rise for American consumers, leading to
reduced demand.

dcTel THTT A, ARNSY 3usiaansit & T s arrg s¢9f, fSaa A & w4 3mwef|

» The ripple effects will be global, causing production slowdowns as exporters scramble to
find alternative markets.

ST T g Y dlg dfae &id), o ad Icutger & HY Ul Fifeh aTlas dFfeds aTeiRl T
TATRT H 4T STUaT |

* Economies such as China, Japan, India and the European Union are likely to experience a
temporary decline in economic growth.

e, SITaTe, AR 3R T e SR 3rfeaaRTT Herad: 3T gefer F el frae @
HIHAT YT |
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* Yet, unlike in the Nixon era, the U.S. today holds a diminished position in global trade.

gTeifeh, 1T & o7 & faoid, 31T 3ReT it AT =R # Fufa FAaR et s

* In the 1970s, it was the world’s dominant trader, with an estimated 13%-15% share of
global trade.

1970 F ger #, ARG gforar 1 woge sarary a1, e dfRas samar & srgarfara 13%-15%
fewar |

» China’s presence was negligible at the time, accounting for less than 1%.

39 gAY e T 3uTEATT 19107 oY, 37 1% T ot Fa 21|

» Today, China commands the largest share of global trade, at around 14%, while the U.S.
has slipped to roughly 10%.

37TST e T ARTF ATIR & TSN I37 {EAT &, 79T 14%, STafeh AARPT AT 79797 10% W)
TR

* The international community also accepted the dollar’s supremacy in the 1970s because of
America’s overwhelming economic and technological dominance.

FRTSERT HHE 71 1970 F GUF H IFANAY STeR Y Avaar i TR T AT Fifeh ARHT 6T
farger amfée 3R aemeltehY wgeaam 2|

* Now, although the dollar remains the preferred reserve currency, the centre of economic
gravity has shifted.

319, o7 &) STor 318 oy T Rrd a7aT S 31 §, oifehet 3fii arff 1 S wemaiaRa g ara
gl

* The world’s leading exporters of advanced technologies are now China and other Asian
powers, including South Korea, Japan, and Taiwan.

39 1T & YAW oot adaiiehl & faias ¢ el 3 37 vRIaTs afFaan, s i afaror SR,
ST 3R Argara |

* Thus, Mr. Trump’s turn to protectionism — an attempt to regain American economic
dominance — may well hasten the country’s retreat from its hegemonic position.

gafaT, A1 <0 T WIETOTATG hi HX bt — FANGHY 3R Tefea oY aToH Tt T YAH — IS
AR & goed Y foufa & IS geat Fr AR AT F Fhar gl
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Avresident collects water from an underground water tank (kunda) at Nagina village in Nuh district of Haryana. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR
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Tanks battle polluted groundwater

In Haryana, groundwater pollution has led people to build underground tanks that are fed by expensive water tank services whose costs escalate in summer.
Ashok Kumar talks to residents to understand the extent of the problem, and to government officials, who claim that piped water supply has solved the issue

S Paper lll: Environment

kbal Khan, 60, speaks in Hindi accented

with a strong, rough Mewati accent. He re-

calls a time, over 25 years ago, when wo-

men from his village of Ghaghas would
fetch drinking water from a well on the outskirts
of the village. As the groundwater diminished,
borewells were sunk. “But over the past four to
five years, the groundwater has turned salty,” he
says. People in Nuh district in Haryana began
constructing kundas, underground water tanks,
some with government support.

Ikbal, like most of his fellow villagers, con-
structed one a month ago. He spent 360,000,
with financial aid from the Block Samiti, a rural
government body. Ikbal lives below the poverty
line, with an annual income of less than 1.8 lakh.
His tank, like most others, has a capacity of
around 20,000 litres. The farming family uses
the water only to drink, relying on the rain to
feed the crop. This cuts the produce per acre to
less than half that well-irrigated land brings in.

Before his family of six got their own tank, Ik
bal used to share one with other families. This is
common in this village of about 5,000 people,
which now has close to 200 tanks. Together,
three or four families bear the cost of water, sup-
plied by privately owned water tankers. This way,
they share the financial burden.

Ghaghas is situated in the foothills of the Ara-
vali mountain range, 10 km off National Highway
248A, connecting Gurugram in Haryana to Alwar
in Rajasthan. Nuh figures among the government
think-tank NITI Aayog’s list of 100 ‘Aspirational
Districts’, for faring puorly on various develop-
ment parameters. But it's not just Nuh. More than
two-thirds of Haryana’s ricts face a ground-
water crisis. Harmful chemicals have entered un-
derground streams, making the water unfit for
drinking and irrigation.

The Annual Ground Water Quality Report,
2024 released by the Central Ground Water
Board (CGWB) in December 2024, stated that ﬂu
oride eeded the i
mit in Haryana, Raj;\s(hnn Karnataka, Andhra
Pradesh, and Telangana. Haryana was second on
the list, with 208 out of 879 samples containing
excessive fluoride. In addition, several samples
had arsenic beyond permissible limits. Long-
term exposure to both these contaminants can
have severe health consequences, including fluo-
rosis that degrades the skeletal system and caus-
es cancer.

Out of Haryana's 22 districts, anomalous va-
lues of uranium (over 30 parts per billion) were
found in 16 districts. This makes it part of the “ov-
er-exploited, critical, and semi-critical ground-
water stress zones”, the report says. Chronic ex-
posure to uranium can lead to kidney damage.
The report was based on groundwater samples
collected from 15,259 background monitoring
network stations in May 2023 across India.

In Haryana, 19 districts had a high electrical
conductivity (EC) groundwater value. This is a
measure of the ease with which water conducts
electricity, indicative of the degree of salinity.

Referring to the CGWB report, Indian National
Lok Dal leader and Rania MLA Arjun Chautala
raised the issue of deteriorating groundwater
quality during the Budget Se: 1 in the Haryana
Assembly this year. The first-time MLA said the
report had made alarming revelations. He said
groundwater contamination is a serious matter
and that attention must be paid to ensure testing
and reducing rising uranium levels in the Ghagh-
ar and other rivers.

Private tankers waiting for their turn to fillwater in Karher village in Nuh. THE HiNou

e®

The
groundwater

water here
has become
alty that

even birds
and animals
don't drink it

RAJUDDIN MEO
Activist, convener
Mewat RTI Manch

Haryana Public Health Engineering Minister
Ranbir Gangwa, in his reply, informed the House
that a water testing laboratory had been esta-
blished in every district of the State.

Community reports

Activist and convener of community-led Mewat
RTI Manch Rajuddin Meo, who led a campaign,
Jal Care Mission, for clean drinking water in Nuh
in 2009, says, “The groundwater crisis is now se-
rious. The water here has become so salty that
even birds and animals do not drink it." He adds
that Nagina block bore the brunt. Out of 68 villag-
es, 26, including Ghaghas, were the worst hit.

“A survey by the H: a government in 2022
identified these 26 villages as having levels of to-
tal dissolved solids (TDS) beyond the permissible
limit,” he says. Nuh ict water testing labora-
tory sources confirm tl “Of 860 borewells, 70
had a TDS over the permissible level of 2,000
mg/litre,” says a source.

Meo says a locality of around 100 families in
Ghaghas continues to use the groundwater as
they cannot afford water from the tankers. He
claims that the government’s free piped drinking
water to Nuh villages is yet to cover the entire dis-
trict. “Also, the ¥2,100 crore three-phase Mewat
Canal project, announced by former CM Mano-
har Lal, is yet to take off.” A pipeline of the Cen-
tral government’s Jal Jeevan Mission and the Atal
Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transforma-
tion for Rural and Urban Areas was laid in Ghagh-

Women fetching water from private tankers in Nagina. SHV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

Tanks battle polluted groundwater

YS A 3sTel W ST s &

as last year. Villagers say it is being tested, so
there is no regular drinking water supply.

About half an hour’s drive from Ghaghas,
down the highway, across the road, is Madhi vil-
lage. Mohammad Jubair, 58, sits under a thorn-
ridden keekar tree, often the only foliage in this
water-starved area. His white beard matches
white turban and kurta. He claims that the village
is divided into three localities for water supply
through pipelines. “Each locality gets only 10 mi-
nutes of piped water supply every third day. We
need at least 30 minutes a day to meet our house-
hold's water needs,” he says.

Tanker supply

Mohammad Sabir, 42, on a handicap tricycle,
joins the conversation, adding that the water sup-
ply is only in name and the village is dependent
on private water tankers. People in Jhajjar and Hi-
sar had similar stories. Agroha, Barwala, and
Adampur blocks of Hisar are the worst hit.

Many village panchayats in Hisar have bought
their own tankers. “Dushyant Chautala (former
Deputy CM) had facilitated a donation of 50 tank-
ers through a private firm four years ago,” says
Suresh Kumar, the Centre of Indian Trade Unions
(Hisar) president. He lives in Durjanpur village.

Raj Kumar, Jhajjar’s Kheri Khumar village sar-
panch, says, “The two wells in the village have
been abandoned, as the water is not fit for drink-
ing. We are dependent on a canal for irrigation
and drinking water.” Around a dozen villages in
Jhajjar district, including Gudha, Dhor, and Palra,
also face similar problems. Sushila, the sarpanch
of the neighbouring Khatiwas village, wonders
what will happen when the canal dries up.

Sandeep Kumar, an executive engmeer at the
Public Health Engineering Department in Punha-
na block, Nuh, says the whole district has piped
water. “About 100 villages face difficulties, includ-
ing those pertaining to illegal connections, but
Madhi does not have a problem.”

When Arjun Chautala raised the issue of
groundwater in the Assembly, Chief Minister
Nayab Saini had said that the government had, as
part of its commitment to ensure the supply of
clean drinking water, worked to provide tap wa-
ter to every household in the last 10 years.

Hazi Fateh Mohammad, who has been run-
ning a water supply business for the past decade,

selling water to three or four villages in Nagina
block, Nuh district, says the demand for tankers
has decreased since the arrival of the pipeline.
“We cupplled 25-30 tankers during the month of

2 st year. Now it is down to 5-10 tankers.”
He has installed a common water point fed by his
tanks in his village of Nagina, where he gives wa-
ter free of cost.

Maya, 65, a fellow resident of the village, says
she fetches drinking water from here twice a day
despite the piped water supply to her home. “Al-
most all households prefer groundwater from the
filling point for drinking. It tastes better. The
piped water is mostly used for washing, cleaning,
and for animals,” she says.

Dilshad Khan, 32, is a marginal farmer in Mad-
hi. He owns less than an acre of land and works as
a truck driver to supplement his income. He
shares a kunda with a neighbour, but they still
find the water bill high. “A tanker costs 1,200 in
winter, but it's hard to find one for even ¥2,000 in
summer. There's often a five- to six-day waiting
period. We need at least two tankers a month,”
by

e him, many others in Nuh own agricultural
land, which is often too little to live off. People
either rear cattle or work as drivers and helpers
to make ends meet. “We are at the mercy of god!
There is neither a canal nor any drain for irriga-
tion,” says Irfan Khan, 35, who holds a vocational
diploma from an industrial training institute.
“The groundwater here is so salty that we cannot
even bathe with it. It causes a burning sensation.
We put out clay pots filled with the tanker water
even for the birds,” he says.

In Haryana, 1.14% samples have high sodium
levels and 0.34% have very high levels making the
groundwater unfit for irrigation, as per the CGWB
report. The CGWB h:
for deteriorating ground
cluded an exce S 3
cides in farming, improper waste disposal, sew-
age leakage, landfill contamination, and the
over-extraction of groundwater, among others.

Kumar from Hisar says the government’s ap-
proach to the crisis seemed short-term, with the
stress mainly on supplying water through a pipe-
line. “Instead of focusing on long-term sustaina-
ble solutions, such as recharging groundwater
and promoting crop diversification to reduce the
extraction of groundwater, the government is tak-
ing stop-gap measures,” he says.

Shiv Singh Rawat retired as a superintending
engineer in the Haryana government’s Irrigation
and Water Resources department. He is now the
convener of the Yamuna Bachao Abhiyan, a
movement to clean up the river ghats and protect
the river from pollurionA He advocates for a com-

and water

strategy to move from water scarcity to water se-
curity. He suggests “holistic solutions adopted
globally for water management, such as floodwa-
ter aquifer rechargers, large-scale rainwater har-
vesting, and the reuse of treated wastewater”. He
also wishes that States would cooperate to re-
solve interstate water disputes, like the ongoing
Sutlej-Yamuna Link canal and Ravi-Beas waler al-
location issue between Haryana and Pu In-
vestment in climate-resilient infrastructure is
needed to withstand the impact of erratic rainfall
and rising temperatures,” says Rawat. He calls for
improving public awareness and participation in
water conservation efforts.

ashok.kumar@thehindu.co.in

In Haryana, groundwater pollution has led people to build
underground tanks that are fed by expensive water tank services
whose costs escalate in summer.

ERATOM 3 $Ter YGWOT & FROT ANt &1 AT & qetaret w3, fored #gar
qTelt F SF A 9RT ST &, Ty AT AfFAY F 73 Fredt #
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Ashok Kumar talks to residents to understand the extent of the problem, and to
government officials, who claim that piped water supply has solved the issue.

IAF FAR o (AT & &1 T SH THEAT T 7T bl FAST AR Ty st
A I T, Toleglel araT fohar o IrsueTser @ ST ATqfet & HHEAT hl FATTH T &A1 &
Ikbal Khan, 60, speaks in Hindi accented with a strong, rough Mewati accent.
ShdTdl @TeT, 60 I, AGTAY oTgst arel fRdY & e &1

He recalls a time, over 25 years ago, when women from his village Ghaghas would
fetch drinking water from a well on the outskirts of the village.

ag 25 T 9§ T THIT T Hd & oI 3oToh 9 °UTEH T ATgey g T H#AT 97 ua
FU J QIoTel oTAT AT |

As the groundwater diminished, borewells were sunk.

ST S[STel A G, A9 ARAW TS 1T

“But over the past four to five years, the groundwater has turned salty,” he says.

dE HEd 8, “Afehel TS TR { qTer ast & s{oTel AH7HIT & 747 §1”

People in Nuh district in Haryana began constructing kundas, underground water
tanks, some with government support.

gRATOT o o T & T F3T, AT AT STer EF TeTarel o, fSaTa A Fo bl FHRY
HeTdar & el

Ikbal, like most of his fellow villagers, constructed one a month ago.

ShaTd o, 3791 TR ATl T TG, T ATE Ugd Udh S b ge1aTT|

He spent ¥60,000, with financial aid from the Block Samiti, a rural government
body.

3ogiel 60,000 WY T, TaTH sate GfATA, Ter arior s A, 3 AT erar
il

Ikbal lives below the poverty line, with an annual income of less than ¥1.8 lakh.

SohaTel I [@T A AT /A §, IR AR T T TL.s @ A FA ¢ |

His tank, like most others, has a capacity of around 20,000 litres.
3eTch Coh T &THT, S 31 Sohl T, STITeTaT 20,000 #fieX g

The farming family uses the water only to drink, relying on rain to feed the crop.

Ig Ve IRAR H UTell hl IUZHNT sharel et o IT oiclm &, STafeh warer & fAw awt @
feR g g1

This cuts the produce per acre to less than half that well-irrigated land brings in.
SEY Ufd T3 Icuret Jrea Rars arelt offdy i Joretr 7 3mer @ s FH Y AT B
Before his family of six got their own tank, Ikbal used to share one with other families.

3796 BF TN Y IRAR & ToIT & To7eT T Ugel, SohaTol 3T IRART o AT Teh &b
TS A |

This is common in this village of about 5,000 people, which now has close to 200
tanks.

IE S SIS 5,000 31T Y ITETET Tet I H AT ST &, STET 379 91991 200 & &
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Together, three or four families bear the cost of water, supplied by privately owned
water tankers.

et a1 IR IRER fAaaR sl ster T garr deers T a7 aredt & arerd |rs Hd ¢
This way, they share the financial burden.

3 g 9 3 aier Iem ad ¢

Ghaghas is situated in the foothills of the Aravali mountain range, 10 km off
National Highway 248A, connecting Gurugram in Haryana to Alwar in Rajasthan.

HTEH 3T IRl TIAATAT T qerger H T8I §, ST ATl 189 248A T 10 fareiiefiex g1

2, % SR & IFATHA Y AT & HAa § NS ¢

Nuh figures among the government think-tank NITI Aayog’s list of 100 ‘Aspirational
Districts’, for faring poorly on various development parameters.

g & TR Reh-Ea aAifer amaer it 100 mreriadt forett i @t 7 enfier frar g,
FiTh I8 AP & [AffT A W FAAR 962 HIar gl

But it’s not just Nuh. More than two-thirds of Haryana’s districts face a groundwater
crisis.

AfereT Shaet sig &1 72T, gRamon & ar-faeré ¥ 3w e serer Fhe 1 AT 3 W} &
Harmful chemicals have entered underground streams, making the water unfit for
drinking and irrigation.

g R THT AT STttt 7 et arv §, o areir dist 3ilc R & fae

IHTIYF &1 I B

The Annual Ground Water Quality Report, 2024, released by the Central Ground
Water Board (CGWB) in December 2024, stated that fluoride concentrations
exceeded the permissible limit in Haryana, Rajasthan, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh,
and Telangana.

fEaX 2024 7 FERr s @1 (CGWB) caRT SR a1fier sfarer oraar Ri€, 2024
ST 91T o FRATOM, TSTEAT, FaATes, T YA HR AT H FARTFS T AT IFTAYT
AT & 3770 ars TS|

Haryana was second on the list, with 208 out of 879 samples containing excessive
fluoride.

FRATOT 58 FT # gAY FATT T AT, 561 879 AHaAI A & 208 H HfOF FeARISS I ar|
In addition, several samples had arsenic beyond permissible limits.

S8 3HelldT, S A H A T AT IgaT Har F few o 715

Long-term exposure to both these contaminants can have severe health

consequences, including fluorosis that degrades the skeletal system and causes
cancer.

ST aleil Tquehi & SrdehTfard WuF & IR FAELT TTE g1 Hehel ©, Toletel TR, S
FSfeal Y g agaTe 8, 3R FA A €

Out of Haryana’s 22 districts, anomalous values of uranium (over 30 parts per
billion) were found in 16 districts.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page63



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488 1324
FREToT & 22 el 7 ¥ 16 et 7 et i A (3 30 aidw W Rfeae @ 31w o)
HATHE TS TS|

o This makes it part of the “over-exploited, critical, and semi-critical groundwater
stress zones”, the report says.

RAE & HaR, 368 Tg &7 " 3rca it gee, 38R 3 3ref-a7siv s{erer qarra &=l
QA T AT |

e Chronic exposure to uranium can lead to kidney damage.
QAT F A FHT TF WIS § [T B JHATT G Tohell ¢

e The report was based on groundwater samples collected from 15,259 monitoring
network stations in May 2023 across India.
Ig RUIE 71§ 2023 H P #RA # 15,259 Farreh &alf & forw a7 syarer seget o¥ 3menia ot

e InHaryana, 19 districts had a high electrical conductivity (EC) groundwater value,
which indicates salinity.

eRATOT & 19 et & s{etel T g d ATerhdT (EC) T T 38 AT, ST THe $T AT I

g &l

e Referring to the CGWB report, Indian National Lok Dal leader and Rania MLA Arjun
Chautala raised the issue of deteriorating groundwater quality during the Budget
Session in the Haryana Assembly this year.

Hrshesegt REIE 1 gaTel & §U $13a A2l siicheel & AdT 3R faaT fremaes rsjr

dterar & 38 a¥ gRAToT Rerawsn & a9 FF F {grer qoradT F A T 1 Hegr 36|
e The first-time MLA said the report had made alarming revelations.

35U Ugell aR & fauTe o gl foh RATE # dieme arer e v 1w g

e He said groundwater contamination is a serious matter and that attention must be
paid to testing and reducing uranium levels in the Ghaghar and other rivers.

3-giet gl foh faTer HGNOT Ueh 18R AeaT § 3R wver 3R 3w it 7 Q¥fagsr Fr arn
Y e 3R FH ) AT T S TR

e Haryana Public Health Engineering Minister Ranbir Gangwa, in his reply, informed
the House that a water testing laboratory had been established in every district of the
State.

RO & o TAELT i A3 TOTER 37911 & 37947 STaTd H el hl 9T foh T &
& fora & srer gfiator yererrer T i ars

Community reports

A Radw

e Activist and convener of community-led Mewat RTI Manch Rajuddin Meo, who led a
campaign, Jal Care Mission, for clean drinking water in Nuh in 2009, says, “The
groundwater crisis is now serious. The water here has become so salty that even birds
and animals do not drink it.”
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HHCIRA sicjed dTel AT INEITS HY & HloTeh R HRIhdT Aear Ag, fSiegiar
2009 # 5{g H T UTsTel o ToIU STl AT FAIeT THATeT o T, Fgd &, “¥aTel Hehe

379 R 8T ITAT & | QT T Uil ScIeAT WIRT 81 31T & Tob T8T 3R SeTax off 38 =gt i |”
e He adds that Nagina block bore the brunt. Out of 68 villages, 26, including Ghaghas,
were the worst hit.

3 SEd § & 9«8 ST 34T AT sdlieh H US| 68 &l 7 4 26, [S19 arad A g,
maﬁmwﬁagﬁrl

o “Asurvey by the Haryana government in 2022 identified these 26 villages as having
levels of total dissolved solids (TDS) beyond the permissible limit,” he says.

I g &, g AIFR G@RT 2022 F T AT T GI&TOT # 347 26 7@l &1 Fof gfoa
3 gere (TDS) T AT AT A 31T g1t aTet INdl & &I H YgAT=T IAT|”

¢ Nuh district water testing laboratory sources confirm this. “Of 860 borewells, 70 had a
TDS over the permissible level of 2,000 mg/litre,” says a source.

oig ToTer hr STt T&ToT YAITRITel & AT SHehT e il & | Ueh N & ]8R, “860
SREACH A @ 70 T TDS AT FaAT 2,000 Frefamar/ehex & 3ifer a1/’

e Meo says a locality of around 100 families in Ghaghas continues to use the
groundwater as they cannot afford water from the tankers.

A Ed & foh GTEH H ofa7e7eT 100 TREART <l Ueh ST 3737 8T 37Tl o7 IUNaT T T &
FiTeh I EhY Tl olet 3 AT

¢ He claims that the government’s free piped drinking water to Nuh villages is yet to cover
the entire district.
d STaT YA § o TR T H Tl St Arster 3780 X 5 foreY l ahaX o181 < U1 &

e “Also, the ¥2,100 crore, three-phase Mewat Canal project, announced by former CM
Manohar Lal, is yet to take off.”

“HTY &Y, I HEIHAT Hellgd ATl a1 &N 2,100 FUF T Ater-=rofir Aard aex
TR 3787 & e ES 81

e A pipeline of the Central government’s Jal Jeevan Mission and the Atal Mission for
Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation for Rural and Urban Areas was laid in
Ghaghas last year.

eer g uree 7 g TSR 1 STer Sitaet et 3R sreer e R spaaer vs e
TR & dad TigTesd [ooTs s 2T

o Villagers say it is being tested, so there is no regular drinking water supply.

3G ATl T ShgalT g Toh 38 37371 ¢ fohar 51T WET &, safait Aafada dey &1 gt s1g1 f&er

LTl

e About half an hour’s drive from Ghaghas, down the highway, across the road, is Madhi
village.
HTERH U ST37eT 3T € T gl OX grsd ar #eft a1 3|

e Mohammad Jubair, 58, sits under a thorn-ridden keekar tree, often the only foliage in
this water-starved area.
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HigFag FA, 58 TV, FICGR HIH & 95 & o1 o &, I T Tol-HRCIE 817 3 FFR

ThAHTS BIATGR J&T BT 8|
e He claims that the village is divided into three localities for water supply through
pipelines.
3 TaT R § o 319 T aTgUels & ATCIH § el 3t & forw dier fewat 7 afer s g1
e “Each locality gets only 10 minutes of piped water supply every third day. We need at
least 30 minutes a day to meet our household’s water needs,” he says.

I Fed &, &% Alged T Y et Faer 10 A & U A § I fAerar §1 g a¥q
STl & ToIT ASATAT 3 F Fa 30 fAste gt arfgwl”

e Mohammad Sabir, 42, on a handicap tricycle, joins the conversation, adding that the
water supply is only in name and the village is dependent on private water tankers.

AgFAE WA, 42 99, S U fashellan grsamsfohel T &, STl # LfAer g gU e & &
STet 3qfet dharer A1 1 § 3 917 TSl areft & ol ox AR g
e People in Jhajjar and Hisar had similar stories.
oot 3R AR & el T Fgrfrar siY s avg $r i
e Agroha, Barwala, and Adampur blocks of Hisar are the worst hit.
AR & 3rafeT, SRaATeT 3R AEAYT Sl TaY FITeT T & |
e Many village panchayats in Hisar have bought their own tankers.
AR &1 g IH T Iar A 9 X TG B
e “Dushyant Chautala (former Deputy CM) had facilitated a donation of 50 tankers

through a private firm four years ago,” says Suresh Kumar, the Centre of Indian Trade
Unions (Hisar) president.

XA FAR, 3 HeX T 330+ ¢35 Ffaea (RAR) & 3reaat €, Fad €, 9 A Tgat
ccehTellel SUHEIHA goad FETelT o Ueh folsil hoell & 50 S o areT feretarar o)’

He lives in Durjanpur village.

4 geteTq a1ia ¥ T ¥
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The news that 10 injecting drug users in a local
body in Malappuram district hma:- tested

xmu\v Iur Hum.m lmnuu

upsetting the health plans of the Smte

tstarted with a phone call. Then another.
And another. Mujeeb’s (name changed)
phone rang non-stop on March 27, as

H

work of Positive People, a 1,100-member organ-
isation that not anly works to prevent HIV trans-
mission but also helps those living with the virus

llustration:
Satheesh Vellinezhl

ing and difficult task. “But we are confident that
‘we will rope them in. We have already won their
confidence,” says Dr. Sreelatha.

Commissioner. They have started silent work at
the grassroots level,” says Jayaraj.

Valanchery municipal chairperson Ashraf
Ambalathingal says that the civic body has
Taunched a multi-pronged initiative to address
the crisis: medical screening camps are being
planned to target high-risk groups, including mi-
grant workers, sex workers and injecting drug
users.

“We have formed a 50-member vigilance
team to monitor drug hotspots in and around
the local body,” says Ashraf.

“Injection drugs, particularly brown sugar
and heroin, are showing  disturbing resurgence
while synthetic drugs like MDMA are increasing.
Iy captivaring the youth,” says Jayaraj.

Two drugtrafficking channels
Excise authorities have pinpointed two distinct
drug trafficking channe
sugar from Gujarat and R:
Mumbai and supplying ta loca
smuggling in brown sugar from Myanmar
through Nagaland and Assan
workers. Both substances reach Kerala in diff
mm forms.

suspect that women from some northern
sulvs are bringing brown sugar and heroin to
Pcrumbamor. a key hub for migrant workers in

raj. From there, the substance

is (llslnlm(m.l to other areas.

“The highly addictive nature of brown sugar,
characterised by intense cravings and severe
withdrawal symptoms, drives users to take the
intravenous routes. Desperate
the users often become reckly
and desperation lead them to share need|
abandoning safety pre ons and exposing
them to all sorts of risks,” says Dr. Anish.

*The growing number of IDUs poses a signif-
jeant threat s their risky behaviours can rapidly
spread HIV among them and the general pu-
blic,” says C. Shubin, District Surveillance Offic-

in charge of the District AIDS Control Office.

led identities
th over three million migrant workers, Kerala
g the dulleng& of tracking and support-
0s any conceal their identities
dering data collection

“and follow-up cﬂorls

e challenge is circumvent-
ed by making targeted inter-
ventions with focus on vul-
nerable groups such as
female sex workers, single
male migrant workers,
transgenders a
ing drug users
Shubin.
“The Society's needle
ench.mge programme .md

criticism from some quarters,” si
While the needle exchange pmgrammu pre-
vented the drug users from sharing needles, the
OST could considerably reduce the opioid de-
pendence of the users. The OST, one of the m
ion strategies of the National AIDS Con

rogramume (NACP), involves replacing
opioid drug with a safer, long-acting medication
like buprenorphine or methadone ta help indi-
viduals overcome opioid dependence and re-

friends and fellow Human Immunodefi- = W¢ have W a dignified life. He would do everything duce associated harms like HIV infection, ex-
ciency Virus (HIV) survivors reached out in a ~ formeda in his power to support them, to reassure them | Therapy reduces viral load plain health expe
panic. 30-member and to keep their community safe. He ook a | “The source of the infection in th Even when the State witnessed a significant
‘The news of an HIV outbreak among injecting  vigilance deep breath and began to answer the calls, one | have had a very high viral load, ma drop in HIV infections and related deaths in re-
drug users (IDUs) at Valanchery in Malappuram | team to by one. to transmit the virus to others. This cent years, the floating migrant population, in-
istrict had spread like wildfire, sparking fears |y ovicor drug | “There's no need to worry, and this isn't an | ly surprising giv 2 creased drug use, and inter-state and interna-
of stigma and rejection. hotspots in extraordinary situation. The vere detect- | blished system for managing HIV, in ]udx tional tr: constitute major reasons for
As many as 10 persons were found infected in SpOts ed through routine screenings of injecting drug | retroviral therapy that can significantly rcduce concern for Kerala. “Kerala has a low risk of HIV
a routine screening held in the district. It was | AP around | ycar who shared needles. Let this serve asa | the viral load in individuals living with HIV," says | transmission. This is largely attributed to high
the single largest HIV mnhm k reported in re- | thelocalbody | warning to injecting drug users elsewhere inthe | T.S. Anish, Professor of Community Medicine at | awareness levels in the State. However, the i
cent memory in Keral te known for its  asumar State. But for us, there’s no cause for concern,” | Government Medical College, Kozhikode. flux of people from other States with higher ri
Towest HIV prevalence in the country. UNGAL, | he pacifies one of the callers who was trembling Law enforcement officers tasked with com- | factors pases a potential threat, which could al-
A routine HIV screening of a prisoner at the :.Ifll‘,:}' with fear on the other side of the phone. bating drug and human trafficking are often puz- | ter the current scenario at any time,” says Anish
Tavanur Central Prison last August uncovered 4 chuirpesan 7led by the tactics employed by migrant work- | Kerala has one of the lowest HIV prevalence

disturbing trend, The prisoner, detained for
drug possession, tested posit) parking con
cerns of an HIV spread among his fellow drug
users in and around the area. After months of
careful outreach, he: ofhicials coaxed several
suspected individuals into_testing, yielding
alarming results: 10 were HIV:| pos)u\c Several
of them are married.

Rude shock for health sector
“The situation is even more worrying as six of the
10 HIV cases were identified as migrant labour-
ers from Assam and West Bengal, a ﬁgure dis-
puted by some health officials. Th e that
all bu three cases are local IDUs the Imdmg
0 those in the health
S reparing to achieve its ambi-
tious goal of zero new HIV infections by 2030.
Mujeeb knew those fears all too well. Hk‘ had
lived with HIV for 25 years and had spent years
fighting to avercome the shame and silence that
He rememhen’d the
la-

ow, as he listened to his friends’ wumed
woices, Mujeeb felt a surge of determination. |
plays a key role in the Malappuram District .\vl

R. Renuka, the Malappuram District Medical
Officer, confirmed that 10 1DUs who shared syr-
inges tested HIV positive. “The rate of HIV trans-
mission through sexual contact is much lower
than through blood transfusion and shared nee-

dles. Still the risk of their partners becoming in-
ected cannot be l)alun:d she cautions.

“Yes, there are worri ut we understand
thar four spouses tested so far have been nega-
tive,” chiips in Mujeeb.

Problem of shared syringes
The latest HIV incident sent shock waves
through the S DU cummullilv who often

ers. Vulnerable women from northern States are
reportedly coerced into prostitution, confides
law enforcement officer.

ances of involvement
of young women in murky deals in some parts of
the district during our raids. When questioned,
the migrant workers would inv
women are their family members
is they broadcast the women's pictures to a large
number of other men, inviting them for flesh
trade. When the sex trade and drugs combine, it
becomes a dangerous propasition,” sa

Jayaraj, Deputy Excise Commi

share syringes. Many cted to
those diagnosed with HIV have gone under
ground, m. it challenging to reach them,
Unfortunately this means they are likely to skip
the prevention programmes implemented by
the Kerala State AIDS Control Society.

“The results should not have been revealed.
It created panic. Many are worried that they will
be identified,” points out R. Sreelatha, the pro-
ject director of the Society.

The HIV and AIDS (Prevention and Control)
Act of 2017, which requires informed consent
for HIV testing, further complicates efforts to
get them tested.

As a result, identifying and supporting this
vulnerable group has become 4 time-consum

Soon after news spread about the HIV out
e, civic, puhn-.md heaith auth-
prang into action. formed &
sk force under an A E:

T'he source of the infection in this case must
have had a very high viral load. making it
casicr to rransmit the virus to ochers

TS ANISH
Professor, Governiment Medical College, Kozhihode

ratesin the country, according to India HIV

umml AIDS Control Organisation on December
17, 2024, “Kerala’s HIV prevalence rate is 0.07%
against the national average of 0.22%,” poi

out Dr. Sreelatha.

Kerala’s prevalence rate
Kerala’s prevalence rate is 684 cases per million,
which is way below i comparison to neighbour-
ing Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, and Andhra Pra-
desh. When Kerala has 24,416 people living with
HIV, Andhra Pradesh has 3.20 lakh and Karnata-
ka 2.80 lakh, she points out.

The Valanchery episode reminds Kerala that
it cannot remain complacent. While being
proactive and pushy, the State needs to intros-
pect whether its awareness drives have only had

ositive results. “I think our awareness cam-
paigns have had some negative impact too. It
should be studied,” says B. Harikumar, former
coordinator of the Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyan,
a platfarm for the campaign against drug use.

Mujeeb’s telephone keeps on  ringing
throughout the day. He patiently attends each
call and consoles the caller. For, he knows that
every word of solace means a lot to the caller. It
also makes the difference between death and
survival,
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The risky jab
WdlATH SAFUAT

The news that 10 injecting drug users in a local body in Malappuram
district have tested positive for Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV)
has come as arude shock to the State.

HCQTH T Y U TUTAT TEAT H 10 SAFAT T qT} A A qTel &
TIHTESY qifSIfed 91T ST Y @aT o Ao 1 Al fear gl

o Abdul Latheef Naha tracks the risky behaviour of drug users to find out how the practice
has put their lives in peril, besides upsetting the health plans of the State.

3G S =T8T & TR0 A dTell & TcaAleh cTAGR T ¢oh fohaT foh Ha 38 31 o 3eTeht
ST T AR H 3TelT & 3R T T TARLT JeTAT31T 87 gerfad fhar g1

o It started with a phone call. Then another. And another. Mujeeb’s (name changed)
phone rang non-stop on March 27, as friends and fellow HIV survivors reached out in a
panic.

TE A Teh leT il H YE g3 | Y RT AR TR AT 27 AT Y FANS (sTeret §31T A1)
T WleT IR TTclT TET, ST SRt 3R TIHTET & a2 §U AT TeRTeC H HIh HYed ol |

e The news of an HIV outbreak among injecting drug users (IDUs) at Valanchery in
Malappuram district had spread like wildfire, sparking fears of stigma and rejection.

FoqeH e & FaY 7 vaamddt e Y Gaw Siarel T 3T A e e 78, fSed
Foleh A 3reeligpicr 1 5T e gt a7 |

e As many as 10 persons were found infected in a routine screening held in the district.
el 1 g% e fafad Thifeiar 3 10 | @sfaa o e

e It was the single largest HIV outbreak reported in recent memory in Kerala, a State
known for its lowest HIV prevalence in the country.

TE T, S 227 & T3S Y T FA &3 T AT ST &, 7 e F A F wed @y
TIATEST HHACT FT HATHT 27|

e Aroutine HIV screening of a prisoner at the Tavanur Central Prison last August
uncovered a disturbing trend.

e e 7 daey dee Se & Teh Hdr i AT Tasnsd s 7 v Riarears wgfa
HIHA TS|

e The prisoner, detained for drug possession, tested positive, sparking concerns of an
HIV spread among his fellow drug users.

ATCH Yoy @A & 3RIY F d¢ hdl T3NS Ulteiied Uram I, foaw 39 arely 7 e
aTell 7 TINSAT & el Y A =i 96 TS|
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e After months of outreach, health officials coaxed several suspected individuals into
testing, yielding alarming results: 10 were HIV-positive.

S FRIEAT T HITAL & 91, TIRLT FFAFIRGT 7 3 wigeet o1 Sra & fore Wi fawam,
foraes Aot disret arer @ 10 vaamédl uifafed A |

e Several of them are married.
SoTH § 3 ATARIET B |
e The situation is even more worrying as six of the 10 HIV cases were identified as

migrant labourers from Assam and West Bengal, a figure disputed by some health
officials.

feufa 31t off Riaees § FifF 10 & @ 6 vamEd A i uganT 3w 3 afRTs
SaTTer & wareh Forgd & &9 3 g6 &, R o wareed el = @iiker e #|

e They argue that all but three cases are local IDUs.
3oThT hgall & foh el ATHAT I DISHT T TUTAT oIl 39T IYFRHAT & |

e The finding has come as a rude shock to those in the health sector as Kerala is
preparing to achieve its ambitious goal of zero new HIV infections by 2030.

I TWioT TAELY &1 & ToIT Teh §37 STeahT § Fifeh $i¥el 2030 dF TS F 5T HHAIT

FY e el I A8 ofehd ol G 5|
e Mujeeb knew those fears all too well. He had lived with HIV for 25 years.
HNS o7 A3 & 37 g arforts U| ag 25 a8t & va3msdl F @I SN g |
e He plays a key role in the Malappuram District Network of Positive People, a 1,100-

member organisation that not only works to prevent HIV transmission but also helps
those living with the virus to lead a dignified life.

g Heroque 3f¥cae secas 3w aifafed daar & g sgf@e fovema €, 5t 1,100 wewat
AT WIS § 3N TAITSA THR Aehed 3 WY HHTAT o111 &t ARATGOT St et #
Heg I 8|

e “There’s no need to worry, and this isn’t an extraordinary situation... Let this serve as a
warning to injecting drug users elsewhere in the State,” Mujeeb said to reassure others.

"RIAT R FT IS TR T8l §, Ig TTHAY TATT FAGT §... T8 TST & 37T TATAT R

SoleRIeT 391 oTH & ToIT <UTasil Bleil TG T," FHSAIS o GERT ol 3R &hld] gU |

¢ R.Renuka, the Malappuram District Medical Officer, confirmed that 10 IDUs who
shared syringes tested HIV positive.

AR, YT, AoQIHA e AT HMER, o GiSe $1 o 10 AT TANTFAIS T g5
e R @ o, vasdY uitsrfed g arv|

e “The rate of HIV transmission through sexual contact is much lower than through blood
transfusion and shared needles,” she cautioned.

"gleT s Y T H T FAR IR G T I A vt F o Ay & 9 AoH
2" 3egley AaTae &Y
o “Four spouses tested so far have been negative,” chips in Mujeeb.

"ﬁﬁwm@rm?%ﬁ?aﬁmwm%ﬁmﬁaﬁal
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The latest HIV incident sent shock waves through the State’s IDU community, who
often share syringes.

BTToIT TS Tl & AT Y SAFAT F9T Ik WHET H Scehl & &2, St e g
ST FIA & |

Many individuals connected to those diagnosed with HIV have gone underground,
making it challenging to reach them.

TY3TST difoifed UTT 91T SEl & SfS s ollaT HSTATIS 81 1T &, Torad 3¢ e Tl
ARl g AT g |

Unfortunately this means they are likely to skip the prevention programmes
implemented by the Kerala State AIDS Control Society.

qHTITa, SHRT HcTold ¢ fob & A T UFH Felel WSS CaRT TATU ST Tg UFATH
FRAFAT A G & Hehcl o |

“The results should not have been revealed. It created panic,” says R. Sreelatha, the
project director of the Society.

"IROTHAT Sl ISTPR Tal AT AT AT| STH TaIge thell," AR, sfierdr, TS FI doige

SRFCT, o Tl
The HIV and AIDS (Prevention and Control) Act of 2017, which requires informed
consent for testing, complicates efforts to get them tested.

s 3R vsw (e ik Ao sfafaee 2017, S g weaAfa f smaegear
TG &, 370 S & T il lel H Hhel YT Al &

Identifying and supporting this vulnerable group has become a time-consuming and
difficult task.

$H HHASIN HHg HT Ugdled AR AT 3T Ush AT dat aret AR FfdeT F1 97 AT 8

“But we are confident that we will rope them in. We have already won their confidence,”
says Dr. Sreelatha.

"IfeheT g 9T § 16 §H 3¢ TR &Y o9l | g Ugel &1 37arT faeara sig forr &, =T,
Hrerdr & el

Therapy reduces viral load

NI F IRRAT s A FA 3T ¢

“The source of the infection in this case must have had a very high viral load, making it
easier to transmit the virus to others.

"sﬁﬂmﬁﬁﬁ%ﬂw%maﬁagammaﬂgmm, o8 IR &l ga’t A
SeTTeAT 3T &l 1T |

This is particularly surprising given that Kerala has a well-established system for
managing HIV, including antiretroviral therapy that can significantly reduce the viral

load in individuals living with HIV,” says T.S. Anish, Professor of Community Medicine
at Government Medical College, Kozhikode.
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RS N aifAe 8, S vasnsdy § 7fid AfFddl # IR |1 F w16 g€ aF
FH BT Hehell §," &, TH. IHelrer, T, HHITAE AT, Taeidic AT Fiaer, FFHS
e |

Law enforcement on migrant workers

Yol FSTI W FTeed TacleT

o Law enforcement officers tasked with combating drug and human trafficking are often
puzzled by the tactics employed by migrant workers.

ATEe Tard 3R AT aERd § e 37 o9 Fel Tade 3TUHRT 3T vard Aseyl
CART AYATS TS 0TIl & HAT BA &

e Vulnerable women from northern States are reportedly coerced into prostitution,
confides a law enforcement officer.

3T WA & AT T FdeA2Mer A3 T FRATGRY H AT v SI1elm &, Toh 3Ty o

IR
¢ “We found several instances of involvement of young women in murky deals in some
parts of the district during our raids.

"EH 379 o1l 7 Tl o o eedt # gafaat fr gz afafafey & wfdcaar &«
HATH 91T

e When guestioned, the migrant workers would invariably say the women are their
family members.

OIS el I TaTHY AT GHAT TET hgel foh AT 3oTeht IRER iy T&F7 &
e But the truth is they broadcast the women’s pictures to a large number of other men,
inviting them for flesh trade.

olfthel T IE & o I ATt 1 aEdl qaTRa FT § 31X 317 gou 1 AR 4R &
T MRS =

e “When the sex trade and drugs combine, it becomes a dangerous proposition,” says
P.K. Jayaraj, Deputy Excise Commissioner, Malappuram.

"SI i AR 3R T FT A AT, O Ig el ufa 97 S g, fY. &, F3=,
f3eET veraTSS HA, ACGH Feat &

Government response

SR gfafear

e Soon after news spread about the HIV outbreak, the excise, civic, police and health
authorities sprang into action.

T3S $efet T TeR Sherc! & AR, AeTRe, gfer 3 FareeT R afr g orw
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e “We have formed a special task force under an Assistant Excise Commissioner.
They have started silent work at the grassroots level,” says Jayaraj.

"EH T AT H1F I TATIT § ST AT TFATS ST FIAAT & 37efiT §1 3ogiey o FaX
YT AT FIF FIAT Y& F AT, ST el &

Municipal action

TIRYTfoIHT Y FIETS

e Valanchery municipal chairperson Ashraf Ambalathingal says that the civic body
has launched a multi-pronged initiative to address the crisis.

FATEY TR qIforehT 3TETET IRE HFATATAIN o gl foh IRl o 38 Hohe T AU
& forT a3 TEw YE A &

e Medical screening camps are being planned to target high-risk groups, including
migrant workers, sex workers and injecting drug users.

Aftwar TR Fa T AT 1S S @Y § S TarH ASG, FFH gHU 3N o g9
T oI 3 AR qTer HHET 1 oAfaid ST

e “We have formed a 50-member vigilance team to monitor drug hotspots in and
around the local body,” says Ashraf.

"§HA TUTAIT &1F oh AU o F9T gIeTUIeH I [@IRT & ToIv 50 HeEd T AdhdT g
TS foham 8, 31X o FeTl

Rising drug usage
96T A ST Tl

e “Injection drugs, particularly brown sugar and heroin, are showing a disturbing
resurgence, while synthetic drugs like MDMA are increasingly captivating the youth,”
says Jayaraj.

"SAFAT F9H, WHH 13 PR AR 05, AR § oot T {98 @ &, o
THSTAT S FAARF 599 ar3il o1 Aol & ST W@ 8, SRS FEd o

Drug trafficking routes

ST a0 & T

o Excise authorities have pinpointed two distinct drug trafficking channels.
JrarY SRAFIRGT A ZT TEHA & QY IAT-376l9T IF TgATA ¢ |
o One brings brown sugar from Gujarat and Rajasthan to Kerala via Mumbai,
supplying to locals.

Teh TECT IRI 3R TSEATT § F134 LIR A H$ B §U I o1t § 3R wrey
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At T 3T & g

o Another smuggles in brown sugar from Myanmar through Nagaland and
Assam, targeting migrant workers.

GENT TET FIAR F F13T PR Y ARIS AR 30HT F ATeqsT § o1 & AR vardt
HoreY b TRt S=Telr 8

o “We suspect that women from some northern States are bringing brown sugar and
heroin to Perumbavoor, a key hub for migrant workers in Kerala,” says Jayaraj.

"EH TCE ¢ o T6 IR ARANT TsAT Y ARATT J13e7 YR AR 5T FY RFaqu T W 8,
ST et 7 TaTHY FAoTeR! T 9w F5 ¢, SIS Fed
« From there, the substance is distributed to other areas.

a8l & Ig Aol 3= &t A fafa fr s

High-risk behaviour
3<d @A JTAT SYdER

e “The highly addictive nature of brown sugar, characterised by intense cravings and
severe withdrawal symptoms, drives users to take the intravenous routes.

"3 R Y AT o, Tad e arerar 3R 7R aradlt & wravor g €, STt
I G AT YT & FoIT FASTGY AT B

o Desperate for a quick fix, the users often become reckless.
STl gd o foIT ST 3TBNITRAT FER ATIRATE &7 ST & |

e Impatience and desperation lead them to share needles, abandoning safety
precautions and exposing them to all sorts of risks,” says Dr. Anish.

3T I FATT 3¢ AT WIS FXA BT HAIG Fcll &, forad I Wl aeg & @ 7
U ST &," ST, 3T HEcd o |

Public health concern

A A Ty & Ridr

e “The growing number of IDUs poses a significant threat as their risky behaviours can
rapidly spread HIV among them and the general public,” says C. Shubin, District
Surveillance Officer.

"SSNFUT FIT SYARTHATHT (IDUS) FHT ST TEAT Ueh F3T WcRT g FATTeh SeTehl SITEH ST
SHAEN TS T 3eTeh ST IR T SToTcr 7 ol @ Sl Fehver &, Y. e, TSrem
IR TSR Fed & |
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Tracking migrant HIV cases

STt weramSHY e 5

With over three million migrant workers, Kerala is facing the challenge of tracking and
supporting those with HIV.

oot Taforaer & iR waret #arel & A1y, e S Ta3TSdr S AdT T gEdre 3R
TEANT 3 oAl T AT AT I3 T ¢

Many conceal their identities and constantly move, hindering data collection and
follow-up efforts.

&S 3TN TEETT PUTA § 3R FIATAR ¥ qged et 8, FoIe Ser Harg 3R Bleft-31 &
STeIT 3T B

Targeted interventions

dferT graaa

“The challenge is circumvented by making targeted interventions with focus on
vulnerable groups such as female sex workers, single male migrant workers,
transgenders, and injecting drug users,” says Dr. Shubin.

"I AT AT GEARTT & ATEAH T g &1 AT §, AT HAgT2fter Waggh oI o wfgam
e, sret vaTe oY AeIgY, TwisT 3 ST 39T ITAeTERATHt o) Hid g
ST, et FEc 81

Needle exchange and OST
¥$ Rfaww siiv OST

“The Society’s needle exchange programme and Opioid Substitution Therapy (OST)
have had positive results among injecting drug users, despite evoking criticism from
some quarters,” says Shubin.

"HraTser & g8 Rfewa sriwa 3k 3nfsnss sfaeamas a¥d (0ST)  Soierer gor gor 8
# FERTeAs aRoms R 8, gTeiifen To airelt iy Jimeltae off g5 8, e Fed |

While the needle exchange programme prevented users from sharing needles, the
OST reduced opioid dependence.

STeT g§ RfewT Friwa 3 3uerendi3i o ggam /rs F¥e § U1, Igr OST o fsizs
<Y o Y A fonaT |

The OST, a key strategy of the National AIDS Control Programme (NACP), involves
replacing an opioid with safer, long-acting medication like buprenorphine or
methadone.

OST, it IR TgH fA=or FrsH#A (NACP) i Teh 5@ I0TH1 8, 50 3ifAsigs w1
AT R ofelt 3rafer i gar S 1o qaafher a1 AYTET § Seor ST B
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HIV trends in Kerala

e F T Hr ygfar

Even with a significant drop in HIV infections and related deaths in recent years, the
floating migrant population, increased drug use, and inter-state and international
travel are major concerns.

glel & ot 3 waamsdt wewavr IR waftra At 7 s FA & ras[e, TRl SErEET, g
o721 3R TS T IHARTSET I 937 =0 &

“Kerala has a low risk of HIV transmission, largely due to high awareness levels.

" H TSR WHAT HT ANRA FH 8, S AT T U 3¢ ARl T & HROT G
However, the influx from high-risk States could alter the situation,” says Anish.

grenifeh, 3o NTAHA a1 Tt F AN T 31T AT Y STl ToharT &, 37T Fgd & |

Kerala’s HIV prevalence rate is 0.07% against the national average of 0.22%,
according to India HIV Estimates 2023.

T3 T3 TEANTH 2023 & AR, I AT TIIMSAT TAR T 0.07% &, STeich TET
3iaa 0.22% g

Kerala’s prevalence rate is 684 cases per million, far below Tamil Nadu, Karnataka,
and Andhra Pradesh.

el T JUR T gy FAferaeT 684 AT &, S AR, Fettes 3R 3Ter Jeor & Frdr
gl

Kerala has 24,416 people living with HIV, whereas Andhra Pradesh has 3.20 lakh
and Karnataka 2.80 lakh, notes Dr. Sreelatha.

A H 24,416 AT TIITSA F AT AT I §, STToh Y 9T A 3.20 G 3R FeAlesd &
2.80 &T@, 3. Aerdr IdTcr g |

A wake-up call

ST Y g

The Valanchery episode reminds Kerala that it cannot remain complacent.

T &Y TeaT I I1e, AT & FoF FIT &Y AT9RaTe A8 @11 I v

“Our awareness campaigns may have had some negative impacts too. It should be
studied,” says B. Harikumar, former coordinator of the Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyan.

"EHAR SATRHAT HTRATT T TS F6 ARRIcHT TG 8 T57 §| SHHT 3T glell
e e, €Y. gRFAR, T3 TSI, T HFd AR A AT g &

Mujeeb’s helpline
HAlia $Y A
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¢ Mujeeb’s telephone keeps ringing throughout the day.
HAIT T BT R e Tt W B

e He patiently attends each call and consoles the caller.

a5 HIqEF & Fiel 3ot § 3N BIeT It aTel FF Wicda T &t &

e He knows that every word of solace means a lot to the caller — it makes the difference
between death and survival.

37¢ 9T & 3 T Wicaell 8T Aeg Hicl et ATel o fIT Ig T A Tl § — g g
3R e & o w1 3raw gar g

h RN NN 4 I RSN

vision for Namma Metro in Bengaluru, effective February 9, has seen the maximum ticket price go up from 60 to 290. The first fare revision took place in 2017, six years after services were launched. K BHAGYA PRAKAS)
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Bengaluru’s metro:
India’s priciest transit

Commuting by Bengaluru’s Namma Metro has become the most expensive service in the country, with the ticket
cost surpassing those in Delhi, Chennai, and other major cities. Darshan Devaiah B.P. compares metro fares
and other parameters across the country and explains how Bengaluru Metro became the costliest transit service

es

S Paper lll: Commutation in Cities
ahindra Kumar, a daily metro rail
commuter between Baiyappanahal-
li and Cubbon Park, used to pay 319

In contrast, for journeys beyond 25 km, Nam-
ma Metro now charges ¥90, whereas Delhi Me-
tro’s fare for distances over 32 km is 360, and

earlier for a one-way ride. Now he | While fare Chennai Metro’s is 50. Meanwhile, in Kolkata,
pays 128. “I am paying 39 more for each trip, | adjustments | the fare for trips between 25 and 30 km is just
which adds up to 8 daily and over 500 a | 4pa 25,

month. It may not seem like much to some, but

Ly Unlike Bengaluru, most other metro systems
for regular commuters like me, it’s a burden,” he

continue to offer discounts for both QR code and
smart card users. Many commuters argue that re-
moving the QR code discount in India’s tech hub

sometimes
ys. necessary
Public transportation in Bengaluru is becom- for

ing increasingly expensive, not just the metrobut | operations, contradicts the vision of Digital India. Metro op-
also BMTC buses, says Kumar. “With nsmg travel | the recent erators in Chennai and Kochi still offer a 20% dis-
costs, ing within the city is afi- | hike raises count on smart cards, QR codes, and WhatsApp
nancial strain,” he said. serious tickets.

A R BMRCL has also raised the minimum balance
High Court declines to intervene canceme requirement for smart cards from 250 to 390, a
Kumar’s story is similar to that of lakhs of Namma 3"‘_‘““ i policy not seen in any other metro service in In-
Metro passengers who were in for more disap- | affordability | dia, Since its launch in 2011, BMRCL has issued

pointment as the Karnataka High Court, on April | and around one crore smart cards. Additionally, the

1, declined to intervene in the Bangalure Metro | accessibility. | cost of daily and multi-day passes has increased
Rail C urpor.umn Limited’s decision to increase | v« cpruar significantly, with the one-day s g from
metro fares, ing a Public Interest Litiga- | Transportation 50 to 300, the three-day pass from 350 to

ted the hike amounted toa | expert
s it exceeded previously

tion petition lha( a
“breach of promise
stated limits.

The fare hike - the first revision in over seven
years — has made Namma
Metro the costliest transit
service in India among the
m.uur cities with metro

. The revised fares,
effective February 9, saw
the maximum ticket price
£0 up by 50%, from 60 to
¥90. The first fare revision
since the metro began op-
erations in Bengaluru in
2011 took place in 2017,

The fare increase, implemented on February
9, in some cases, approached 100%. Amid public
outrage, Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
intervened on February 13, instructing BMRCL
Managing Director M. Maheshwar Rao to roll
back “abnormal” fare hikes. Following this,
BMRCL adjusted the increase, limiting the maxi-
mum stage-wise fare hike to 71%. However, the
base fare and the highest ticket price remained
unchanged at 210 and 90, respectively.

Under the revised pricing, the maximum fare
rose from 260 to 390, while the minimum fare for
the shortest distance (0-2 km) remained at 10.
The fare for the 2-4 km distance increased from
5 to 220, while those travelling beyond 30 km
now have to pay 290. The revised fares were im-
plemented on February 14, with some commu-
ters noticing reductions of 39 to 0 on certain
routes.

Further aggravating commuter concerns,
BMRCL discontinued QR code-based fare dis-
counts, restricting them solely to smart card us-
ers. Even for them, the discount has been re-
duced to 5%. Additionally, the minimum balance
required on smart cards was raised from ¥50 to
390. However, a 5% off-peak discount remains
available, bringing the total discount to 10% for
those travelling outside rush hours — before 8
a.m., between 12 p.m. and 4 p.m., and after 9
p-m. on weekdays. A flat 10% discount is also ap-
plicable on Sundays and national holidays.

2600, and the five-day pass from 2550 to 2800.

It has also reduced discounts on smart cards
and QR code tickets, while other metro systems
across India continue to offer significant fare be-
nefits. For instance, Delhi Metro provides multi-
ple discounts to encourage ridership and afforda-
bility. Smart card users receive a 10% discount on

-

In Delhi Metro, smart card users get a 10% discount. There is a discount on
Sundays and national holidays as well. MOORTHY RV,

Chennai Metro provides a for 8 g smart cards,
National Common Mobility Cards, and online QR code tickets. PICHUMAN K

Kolkata Metro, the most affordable

‘The recent fare hike has made Bengaluru Metro
the most expensive metro service in India. In
contrast, Kolkata Metro, operated by Indian Rail-
ways, remains the most affordable, with fares
starting at 5 for short distances and going up toa
maximum of 50 for longer routes.

Kolkata Metro remains the most affordable with fares sumng at 35 for short
distances and going up to @ maximum of 250 for longer routes. PTI

every journey, with an additional 10% off during
off-peak hours to promote staggered travel. Delhi
Metro also offers discounted fares on Sundays
and national holidays.

similarly, Chennai Metro provides a 20% dis-
count for passengers using smart cards, National
Common Mobility Cards, and online QR code
tickets. Hyderabad Metro offers student passes
where students get 10 free trips for every 20 trips
purchased while Kochi Metro offers student pass-
including the “Vidya” pass, with options for
daily, 30-day, and 45-day travel — an initiative that
Bengaluru Metro does not provide.

Meanwhile, in Hyderabad, metro authorities
are considering a fare hike, and a fare fixation
committee has been appointed. The previous go-
vernment had not allowed any fare increase due
to the Assembly elections. L&T Metro Rail Hyde-
rabad, which built and operates the project un-
der a public-private parmership.

Autorickshaws more economical
The cost of two end-to-end metro trips has now
jumped from 2120 to 2180, making shared cabs or
autorickshaws a more economical choice for fa-
milies travelling together. Unlike Delhi and Lhen
nai, Bengaluru lacks a shared autorickshaw
tem, and the limited BMTC feeder bus

PATRIOTICIAS

the fare fixation committee constituted by the
BJP-led Centre. Let the BJP explain who is truly
responsible.”

Under mounting pressure, Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah intervened on February 13, directing
BMRCL to reverse the “abnormal” fare increases.

‘This statement contradicted his earlier stance
that the Karnataka government had no control
over BMRCL's fare decisions, as the metro oper-
ates autonomously under a 50:50 partnership
between the State and Centre.

Reasons for higher cost

When asked why nnd how fares remain lower in
Kolkata and other cities but not in Bengaluru, a
| explained that Kolkata Metro is
operated by Indian Railways, which heavily sub-
sidises passenger fares. In Delhi, the Union go-
vernment covers the cost of CISF rity, whe-
reas, in Bengaluru, a significant portion of
revenue is allocated to staff salaries.

BMRCL officials justified the fare hike by citing
rising operational costs and mounting debt. Staff
salaries, which make up 61% of operational ex-
|)en.ses have increased by 42% since 2017, while
energy costs have risen by 34% due to higher
electricity tariffs. Maintenance and administra-
tive expenses saw the steepest surge - 366% —

Tvice
forces to rely on ive private
autorickshaws or bike taxis for last-mile connec:
tivity. With the High Court on March 2 directing
aggregators to stop bike taxis, it will soon no lon-
ger be an option.

Since the fare hike, commuters have ex-
pressed their discontent online and through on-
ground protests, including demonstrations in-
side metro trains. Many have voiced concerns
that the increased costs are making public tran-
sport umlfurdable, pushing people toward priv-
ate vehi

Ridership data for Namma Metro indicates a
sharp decline following the fare hike on February
9. Before the increase (February 27), the average
daily boardings stood at 8,44,899, peaking at
8,70,687 on February 7. However, post-hike (Fe
bruary 9-14), average daily ridership dropped to
7,51,560, with a drastic dip on February 9
(6,23,123), the lowest recorded during this pe-
riod. This suggests an immediate impact, as ma-
ny commuters may have switched to alternative
transport options due to higher fares.

Why Namma Metro is the most expensive
BMRCL stated that the fare hike was based on re-
commendations from a fare fixation commmce
(FFC) i by the Union govel on
September 7, 2024. The committee, ¢ .umd bya
former High Court judge, submitted its report on
December 16, suggesting a fare revision after con-
sidering operational costs, passenger feedback,
and expert consultations.

BMRCL Managing Director M. Maheshwar Rao
explained that the FFC had recommended fare
increases of up to 105.15%, resulting in an average
hike uf 51.5% (6.87% per year). However, the final
lower than the 14.02% annual in-
ally proposed by BMRCL.

Passengers argued that the increased fares
would force low-income commuters to revert to
private vehicles, further worsening Bengaluru’s
already severe traffic congestion.

BMRCL cited Section 37 of the Metro Railway
Operations and Maintenance (O&M) Act, 2002,
which states that FFC recommendations are
binding. However, critics pointed to Tamil Nadu’s
2021 decision, when the then Chief Minister,
Edappadi K. Palaniswami, reduced Chennai Me-
tro fares despite similar recommendations.

Rao admitted that technical errors had impact-
ed the fare calculations and announced correc-
tions to the pricing structure. “This revision
aligns with the spirit of the Fare Fixation Commit-
tee’s recommendations while addressing com
muter concerns,” he said.

Political showdown
The fare hike has sparked a political sho\vdo\m

now ing for 20% of total operational |
costs, according to a statement released after the
fare revision.

Fare chart

City Minimum fare | Maximum fare

Bengaluru | 210 290 for beyond 30 km

(76 km) {up to 2km)

Kolkata | ¥5 25 for 25-30 km; ¥50, based

61km) {upto 2 km) on distance and line
interchanges. A 210 surcharge
applies after 10.40 p.m

Delhi 1o 260 for more than 32 km;

(353km) | (upto2km) maximum fare for Airport

Express Lineis 370

Hyderabad | 210 60 for more than 26 km

69 km) {up to 2 km)
Chennai uo 250 for more than 32 km
4skm) | (upto2km)
Mumba: a0 180 for more than 42 km
(59 km) {up to3km)

BMRCL faces substantial loan repayment obli

gations too. For 2024-25, itis set to repay ¥647.66
crore in loans and ¥122.94 crore in interest, bring-
ing total liabilities to ¥770.60 crore.

Poorly planned, say experts

Transportation experts criticised BMRCL's han-
dling of the fare hike, calling for greater transpa-
rency. Ashish Verma, convenor of [IS¢’s Sustaina-
ble Transportation Lab, dismissed the
explanation of technical glitches, stating,
“BMRCL must take responsibility. Why hasn't the
Fare Fixation Committee report been made
publ

Transportation expert M.N. Srihari described
the fare hike as “unscientific and poorly
planned,” arguing that fare revisions should be
gradual rather than abrupt. “Public transport
fare increases should be limited to 10-15%.
BMRCL had not revised fares for eight years. In-
stead of impl periodic adj
they suddenly imposed a 100% hike, which is
unacceptable.”

Srihari stressed balancing financial sustaina-
bility with public welfare. “While fare adjust-
ments are sometimes necessary for operations,
the recent hike raises serious concerns about af-
fordability and accessibility. If public transport
becomes too expensive, it risks losing its role as a
primary mode of daily commute, ultimately de-
feating its purpose,” he added.

The Bangalore Metro and Suburban Rail Pas-
senger’s Association has been actively opposing
the metro fare hike. Pl‘dkbh Mandoth, the asso-

1

between the ruling Congress and the
BJP. BJP leaders submitted a memorandum to
BMRCL demanding a rollback, accusing the Con-
gress government of burdening citizens with
higher fares.

The Congress, however, shifted the blame to
the BJP-led Central government. Karnataka Tran-
sport Minister Ramalinga Reddy smted “BMRCL

ciation’s f stated that the “exor-
bitant hike" has led t 1y reverting to private
transport, while a significant number of women
passengers have shifted to BMTC buses, which
offer them free travel.

(With additional inputs from Moyurie Som in
Kolkata, Alisha Dutta in New Delhi, Snehal Mutha

revised fares based on rec from

Bengaluru’s metro: India’s priciest transit

9T ALY R hr FI§ A gifore Qar

Commuting by Bengaluru’s Namma Metro has become the most
expensive service in the country, with the ticket cost surpassing
those in Delhi, Chennai, and other major cities.
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FoTers Y AFAT ATY 319 A1 Y FARX AN Far 71 7 , et v A Frara
faedh, 9e=1$ it ey vw A A st w1

e Mahindra Kumar, a daily commuter between Baiyappanahalli and Cubbon Park, says
he now pays ¥28 instead of 19 — a %9 increase per trip.

Afge HAR, S cqaTgee X Feaet arF & < wfAfest AET A §, Fod § o 3¢ T6el
%19 Y T 3 ¥28 Yehled TS & — e Gfcy ITAT T9 AT |

e This adds up to ¥18 daily and over ¥500 a month, which he says is a burden for
regular commuters.

g USATT T18 3R AL & T500 W 37« g S1ar &, S [Fafaa i3t & fore aist s 9=
gl

¢ Not just the metro, BMTC buses are also becoming expensive, increasing the financial
strain of commuting.

Fad AT & AT, MuAdrdt a8 off AN g1 W@ 8, [9w8 arar =1 R aer 5¢ W@ &

High Court declines to intervene

3T ~IATAY of EAAIT el ¥ fhdT 3R

On April 1, the Karnataka High Court refused to intervene in BMRCL’s fare hike,
dismissing a PIL calling the hike a “breach of promise.”

1 3T 1 Fetlea 818 HIE o dTAINRHTS & FHIT Jefer 7 §EaaT ¥ SelehR T e 3R
STeifed FfReT @Ret FT &), [T 5§ "arei@eThr Sdqrr 3= 47|

e This was the first fare revision in over seven years, making Namma Metro the
costliest transit service in India.

IE AT au1 & Tgall IR R TR o7, e J¢AT A 5k i gad Agei gifare dar
T TS|

e The maximum ticket price increased by 50%, from ¥60 to ¥90, effective from February
9.

HfAFaH fehe AFA 50% TG 60 H T90 & 1T, ST 9 WIad & FeTelY g3
o This was the first revision since 2017, the last one after the metro started in 2011.
g 2017 & 91§ Tgell IR HIAT Sicell 31T, STelfeh AT ahl &3l 2011 :ﬁrgé%frl

e Amid protests, CM Siddaramaiah on February 13 mstructed officials to roll back
“abnormal” hikes, leading to a revision where the maximum stage-wise hike was
limited to 71%.

farier & drr, 13 weadt 1 FAegwE Regretar o sRwRar i - s geftr & avw

otet a1 rder e, foredr srftreras @Rueey Jeftr 71% de HifAd $1 S|

o Despite adjustments, the base fare and highest fare stayed at ¥10 and ¥90,
respectively.

HHTANSTST & STo]G, #gaTerd frram €10 3R srftrareer R €90 oY saR T
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Fares for 2-4 km increased from ¥15 to ¥20, and for distances beyond 30 km, the fare
is now ¥90.

2-4 frelY & gt & forw famram 215 & 220 & aram 3R 30 faneft @ arfere gt o 3re famran

Z90 &1

On February 14, the revised fares were implemented, and some commuters noticed ¥9
to 10 reductions on select routes.

14 S T FRNTAT AT @19 8311 3R o AT o F& AFH 0T T § L0 o At 2|

QR code-based discounts were discontinued, and only smart card users now get a
5% discount.

QR 13 MTRE §e &g Y & 978, 3N dHhalel TATE FT8 IUAMHAT3N &l 5% Fe Al W@ &
The minimum balance on smart cards was raised from ¥50 to ¥90.
TATE FT8 W 7 YAAH dole T50 | 90 Y feam arar g

A 5% off-peak discount and a flat 10% discount on Sundays and national holidays
remain applicable.

5% 3HT-die ge 3N TR T T 3rasrer W 10% & e 39 i o) 3

Kolkata Metro, the most affordable

HITHIAT AT, TG frBErIdt Aar

Kolkata Metro, operated by Indian Railways, has fares starting at ¥5 and going up to a
maximum of ¥50.

T ALY, ST HRART Yoa SaRT Honford &, 7 fohram 5 & Y& gIe 3iftehca T50 oeh
gl

For journeys beyond 25 km, Namma Metro charges %90, while Delhi Metro charges
%60 beyond 32 km, and Chennai Metro charges ¥50.

25 farat @ 3l gt oX AT ALY 7 AT 290 &, STaich fewelt Aer 32 faralt ¥ 3

260, 3T AT ALY T50 oIl B

In Kolkata, the fare for 25-30 km is only ¥25.

Ferenrar # 25-30 fareft T g o1 foreram sharer 225 B

Unlike Bengaluru, other cities still offer discounts for QR code and smart card users.
STE & TAIId, 31 A H 31 8 QR FI3 3R FATE F18 ITAITRAIHT T Fe Tl 1

Chennai and Kochi Metros offer 20% discounts on smart cards, QR codes, and
WhatsApp tickets.

Aeets IR P A & FAE F13, QR F13 3N AT Rehe W 20% HY Fe fAerch g

BMRCL raised the minimum smart card balance to 90, which no other city has
implemented.

eANRHITS 57 FATE FTS FT +ITaH dold T90 Y TGAT §, S FordlY 31 2T H 16T 5
Since 2011, BMRCL has issued about 1 crore smart cards.

2011 ¥ 3T dh NTANRENTH o7 ST 1 FUS TATE FT1S SR HT &
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e The cost of multi-day passes has increased: one-day pass from ¥150 to Z300, three-
day pass from 350 to ¥600, and five-day pass from ¥550 to ¥800.

A2 I T HIAT g7 & T et &1 917 T150 T 300, et feet &1 91 T350 A/ 600,
WWWWN%W#%OO@’W

Pa la

a
www.patrioticias.in

Other cities offering better commuter benefits

3= et H AT e W dger gl

e Delhi Metro offers 10% discount for smart card users and another 10% during off-
peak hours.

feeel AeY TATE &1 STATRATIHT T 10% Fe IR 3iTw-dF Tora 7 sfalea 100 g o
gl

e Chennai Metro provides 20% discount for smart card, National Common Mobility
Card, and QR code ticket users.

YeeTs A THATE FTS, AUTA HIAA MRS F1, 31 QR 3 fehe ITAITRAT3 FHI 20%
ge o gl

e Hyderabad Metro offers student passes with 10 free trips for every 20 purchased.
ETETE ALY 7 BT T 3Ty §, TSR &Y 20 AT 9 10 FT AMAE e &

e Kochi Metro has Vidya pass options for daily, 30-day, and 45-day travel, which
Bengaluru Metro lacks.

Ffed ALY # Rgz 9w & SIRw faw, 30-fe 3iiv 45-fe & amar i giaer fAech 8, S
s A AT B

e In Hyderabad, metro authorities are considering a fare hike, and a fare fixation
committee has been appointed.

geTaTE H AT fer v geftr ov faar v @ § 3R v R faeRor wfafa
g Fr S E

e The previous government did not allow fare hikes due to Assembly elections.
oo TR A frurewsim garat & HROT Fhardm Setall S 3Tt 76T &1 o1

e L&T Metro Rail Hyderabad operates the metro under a public-private partnership
model.

TAUSE AS) I FeETE 5T A! FT FIdorforeh-forstt ARG Ao & dgd TATfoid T ¢

Autorickshaws more economical

AR 3+ fFeErd QT

e The cost of two end-to-end metro trips has now jumped from ¥120 to ¥180, making
shared cabs or autorickshaws a more economical choice for families travelling
together.

Page80
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& R & i At I Y AT 379 T120 F Teh T180 &1 318 &, TaT U HTT IATAT et
arel IRERT & v AT e 7 sireIReFen 310+ Ferad fAwes g7 v )

Unlike Delhi and Chennai, Bengaluru lacks a shared autorickshaw system, and the
limited BMTC feeder bus service forces commuters to rely on expensive private
autorickshaws or bike taxis for last-mile connectivity.

el 3ix Aeer$ & faudia, Sree 7 AT iR vorreh 7€ & 3 WA deadah
FIST 97 AT & HROUT JTTIAT T Aga Al 3ireiReem a1 arss St w anfad Aa fir
FafFead & fov AR @ gsar gl

With the High Court on March 2 directing aggregators to stop bike taxis, it will soon
no longer be an option.

2 AT & §T8 FIE GaRT THRICH Tl 15 SFHT 9§ FAA FT 62 Sl o aG, TG oo of Ueh
Tahed A8l ga|

Since the fare hike, commuters have expressed their discontent online and through
onground protests, including demonstrations inside metro trains.

e gefer & a1g @ AT 7 3iterarsst Ay 3R Aq # yede, Tgi aw FAq A F
e v & ATETH § faier A g

Many have voiced concerns that the increased costs are making public transport
unaffordable, pushing people toward private vehicles instead.

S ollail & TeiclT SIS § o gt amTa & |rderfas IRager rgfaursars g g, o
T fAsh gt Hr AT |

Drop in Namma Metro ridership

SFAT ATt Y FaIial & ARae

Ridership data for Namma Metro indicates a sharp decline following the fare hike on
February 9.

9 HRa) I AT FEf & I1E AFAT AL F FIN IS H oo Frge Sd 15|

Before the increase (February 2-7), the average daily boardings stood at 8,44,899,
peaking at 8,70,687 on February 7.

2 & 7 wadt & dra, it Afas 9ifEer 8,44,899 oY, 3iR 7 wadl ¥ 8,70,687 W UgT IS
o)

However, post-hike (February 9-14), average daily ridership dropped to 7,51,560,
with a drastic dip on February 9 (6,23,123) — the lowest recorded during this period.

AfeheT 9 & 14 B F i, 3itaa & Far gcaw 7,51,560 8 773, 31 9 wadr &t
6,23,123 W 3T 35 — ST 37 AT T o HF &A1 A7)

This suggests an immediate impact, as many commuters may have switched to
alternative transport options due to higher fares.

g dcahTel THTE S20TdT &, Faifeh &g AT & 3o fAFT & wRuT dwfeus aRage qreet
ol T feram gram|
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Why Namma Metro is the most expensive

TFAT A FaQ AN AT §

BMRCL stated that the fare hike was based on recommendations from a Fare Fixation
Committee (FFC) appointed by the Union government on September 7, 2024.

dreaamdiTer & T fo o gefer 1 3muR 7 RAdet 2024 #1 Fg SR G@RT A
o feraRor afafa (FFC) & RmiRer i

The committee, chaired by a former High Court judge, submitted its report on
December 16, suggesting a fare revision after considering operational costs,
passenger feedback, and expert consultations.

U4 3T9 FAMTEd & Fgrareer i 3egaTdr arel afAfa o 16 e s Rard d@idr, e
T AT, IITAAT Y yfaferar, 311 fAwst e & 3R o farar e &y fAerier
$ras|

BMRCL Managing Director M. Maheshwar Rao explained that the FFC had
recommended fare increases up to 105.15%, resulting in an average hike of 51.5%
(6.87% per year).

freaaRdive & yaer fAdeas vA. AR AT o aarT foh fATT @ 105.15% aa & e

qerfer < FamTiRer 1 oY, o e 51.5% Jeftr g5 (Ifer a9 6.87%)|

However, the final revision was lower than the 14.02% annual increase initially
proposed by BMRCL.

glelifeh, 3TiA HeMUeT fUANRET gaRT TFdTad 14.02% ¥ gefer & wa a1

Passengers argued that the increased fares would force low-income commuters to
revert to private vehicles, further worsening Bengaluru’s traffic congestion.

mﬁﬁwa#mﬁ:a?gcﬁﬂmﬁmmmmaﬁﬁsﬁmﬁﬁmmm,

o darers i AT wHEn iR aeal|

BMRCL cited Section 37 of the Metro Railway Operations and Maintenance (O&M)
Act, 2002, which states that FFC recommendations are binding.

freasmHive o AL Yad FaTeler UF 3e[Rator Jrftfaaer, 2002 $r ey 37 1 garern &,
o get FgT ar3r § o6 vhuwdt i RAwTiel areasr) gid
However, critics pointed to Tamil Nadu’s 2021 decision, when the then Chief Minister

Edappadi K. Palaniswami reduced Chennai Metro fares despite similar
recommendations.

glelifeh, JTelraeht of Afferang & 2021 F fohr T 31X SART T, STa aehreieT FEaw=t
TSI &. JeTAEarH o Yeets ALY & farre 1 Rwrivelt & aras(g wer fem am

Rao admitted that technical errors had impacted fare calculations and announced
corrections to the pricing structure.

TG o ATAT 7o qheirehy AT o1 TSR a1orem a6t genfae fevar 3R Fear fre'Ror F gem 6
ETYOTT |
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“This revision aligns with the spirit of the FFC recommendations while addressing
commuter concerns,” he said.

3giel hgl, "IE T THUHH! hT HTET o 3780 ¢ 3R T & it Air fRanat o o
g axargl”

Political showdown

TS ifas eHa

The fare hike has sparked a political showdown between the ruling Congress and
the opposition BJP.

T gefer & waree FEAW 3R Raed smerdr & dra TerElfas cwua w oA fGar gl

BJP leaders submitted a memorandum to BMRCL demanding a rollback, accusing
the Congress government of burdening citizens with higher fares.

ATSTIT Ad13T & NTANRATT FY 79T DT FFIAT IaT da Hr 7T 1 31 FET
TIHR TR ARSI T ST STelet T 3TRIT SI3MT|

The Congress, however, shifted the blame to the BJP-led Central government.
gTeTioh, HTAT o SHHT 1Y HISTIT Aefeq aTell Hg FHR W AG 2T

Karnataka Transport Minister Ramalinga Reddy stated, “BMRCL revised fares based
on recommendations from the fare fixation committee constituted by the BJP-led
Centre. Let the BJP explain who is truly responsible.”

FeATeH & IRagsT Al TATH IS 7 Fgl, "TNTAIRIT o HISTIT FIFR GaRT TS
Rt faryRor afafa S R{wie & 3maR w e aifia e 319 sireraT Fuse #F
for el FAeR Fia &1

Under mounting pressure, Chief Minister Siddaramaiah intervened on February 13,
directing BMRCL to reverse “abnormal” fare increases.

TGl GETa A, HEAHA ReEaaT o 13 wadl 1 gEdaTT F ATANRHITS F O HAHAT
fran gefer araw A o fder e

This statement contradicted his earlier stance that the Karnataka government had no
control over BMRCL'’s fare decisions, as the metro operates autonomously under a
50:50 partnership between the State and Centre.

g ST 37 Ugol & 3T 39 & [Q9dd a7 [ as 3-gia) &gl 2T & Felled WIFR &7
drersmaive & fBFET Aot @ H1E AEor 798 2, F3ife A us 3 Fg F i 50:50
#$Y WEicY & ded T ¥ & g g 8

Reasons for higher cost
3T AT & HIROT

When asked why fares remain lower in Kolkata and other cities, a BMRCL official
explained that Kolkata Metro is operated by Indian Railways, which heavily
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subsidises passenger fares.

ST g1 I o erertar 3R 3o aret F R wer #7401 8, o U fiwersmEive srfter
T 1T foh FIererTar AT 1 AR I FTfeld HIam g, ST AT & fFaw & #ardy
afewadt &ar |

e In Delhi, the Union government covers the cost of CISF security, whereas in
Bengaluru, a significant portion of revenue is allocated to staff salaries.

fReel 7 &g TTFR WATETHTE F&T T 19T Tel AT &, STaTeh AT H T FT Th
a7 FeaT FHARET & a9 F @I T gl

e BMRCL officials justified the fare hike by citing rising operational costs and
mounting debt.

dreasmediee sftaRat o ot garas amera 31X Tgd For @1 garen ST T gEfYr
1 3T S|

o Staff salaries, which make up 61% of operational expenses, have increased by 42%
since 2017.

FHARET & 31, ST T AT FT61% §, 2017 @ 3T aF 42% TG TF ¢ |
o Energy costs have risen by 34% due to higher electricity tariffs.
FaAT AT fararelt a1 7 gEfar & HRUT 34% 95 ME 7

e Maintenance and administrative expenses saw the steepest surge — 366%, now
accounting for 20% of total operational costs.

TEaTe AR vt gt # g9 A g — 366% W 1S §, S 31 Fer HTeleT AT
HT 20% g1
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‘U.S. tariffs may pare
India’s FY26 real GDP
growth by up to 0.3%’

Inflation expected to be caused by exchange rate volatility, its effect
to be largely on the whole sale price index, says BoB Research

GS Paper lll: Econom
AlerR:mmgmn T. ¥ I

MUMBAI

.S. President Do-
U nald Trump’s tariffs
will pare India’s

Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) growth for fiscal
2026 by a range of 0.2% to
0.4%, according to fore-
casts by economists.

The Bank of Baroda re-
search cut inflation adjust-
ed GDP growth rate esti-
mates to come in at 6.6%,
down from the Union Bud-
get forecast of 6.8%.

Going by the Budget
document, the real GDP
for India would have been
%200.7 lakh crore. The ta-
rift effect would reduce
this to ¥200.3 lakh crore,
as it would grow at a slower
6.6%, according to BoB
estimates.

Barclays trimmed esti-
mates to 6.5%, which
would mean that GDP
would be further lower at
%200.11akh crore.

On inflation, research-
ers at BoB said it was ex-
pected to be caused by ex-
change rate volatility and
the effect would largely be
on the whole sale price in-
dex (WPI) inflation.

“Our analysis showed
that a 10% depreciation in
INR can lead to a -0.12-
0.16% increase in WPI in
the short run, and 0.38%-
0.49% in the long-run.”

On monetary policy,
economists at Elara Securi-

Trumped by tariffs

BoB Research cutinflation adjusted GDP growth rate estimates to
6.6%, down from the Budget forecast of 6.8%

B Going by the Budget document, the
real GDP for India would have been
3200.7 lakh crore

m The tariff effect will reduce this to
3200.3 lakh crore, as it would grow at
a slower 6.6%

® Barclays trimmed estimates to
6.5%, which would mean that GDP will
be further lower at 3200.1 lakh crore

ties expect RBI to cut rates
by 50 basis points in FY26.

The Ministry of Com-
merce, in a statement, as-
sured that options are be-
ing  examined and
economists too express the
possibility of negotiations
with the U.S. This is expect-
ed to mitigate the risks that
may arise from tariffs.

The tariffs are expected
to hit 9-11% of India’s ex-
ports to the U.S., according
to the economists.

This includes electron-
ics, precious stones and
machinery besides ready-
made garments, according
to BoB. These sectors con-
stitute a large share of
small and medium enter-
prises, BoB said.

Economists at Barclays,
however, estimated a high-
er share of 11% of exports
being hit.

India’s exports to the
U.S. were valued at about
T6.4 lakh crore in FY24, the
latest for which full-year

data is available with the
MInistry of Commerce and
Industry. A tenth of this
(assuming the higher esti-
mate made by BoB re-
search) would mean a dip
in exports of about
364,000 crore.

Up to January 2025, In-
dia’s exports to the U.S.
were at ¥5.76 lakh crore,
which is already 2.4% low-
er than the same period in
FY24, without accounting
for the tariff effect. The 10-
month export number cov-
ers more than 90% of the
full year numbers. Tariffs
would hit exports to the
U.S. by 57,000 crore.

Tariffs would also hit
company earnings in India
as export turnovers can re-
duce and companies might
have to cut prices for com-
petitive edge, BoB Re-
search said. “This is so-
mething which banks
would also need to moni-
tor given their exposures
to these sectors,” it added.

‘U.S. tariffs may pare
India’s FY26 real GDP
growth by up to 0.3%

IANSY N @ R M
FY26 &Y aredias GDP
geftr & 0.3% dF T HaAl
o)

U.S. President Donald
Trump’s tariffs will pare
India’s GDP growth for FY26
by a range of 0.2% to 0.4%,
according to forecasts by
economists.

rdenfarat & 3reTar, AR
Teeafa SiATes <9 & SR R
T FY26 ST GDP ggfer I 0.2%
¥ 0.4% TF °T Wehel 8|

e The Bank of Baroda (BoB)
research cut inflation-adjusted GDP
growth rate estimates to 6.6%, down
from the Union Budget forecast of
6.8%.

d% 3w F3ieT (BoB) & Y A Hahifa
FATANTST GDP Jefe &Y o 3HeJATe
HETHT 6.6% X AT, S Ugot FelT Iole

H 6.8% 2|

e Going by the Budget document, the
real GDP for India would have been
¥200.7 lakh crore. The tariff effect
would reduce this to ¥200.3 lakh crore.

Jo1C ST & TR, R T aTEdfdsh GDP ¥200.7 o FU3 gl T1fgT oY, Afehet
R 919 & HRUT Ig T200.3 A1 FUS I ST
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Barclays trimmed estimates to 6.5%, meaning GDP would be further lower at ¥200.1
lakh crore.

qFelST o AT TTTRT 6.5% T &2, TS Hd GDP 3R st 2200.1 91 FU3 &1
SiTatT|

On inflation, researchers at BoB said it was expected to be caused by exchange rate
volatility and the effect would largely be on the Wholesale Price Index (WPI).

BoB & eerehdii3il o &gt foh fafersrer aT 3F arfPuvar Harehifel &1 HROT & Hehll § 3R

SHHT JeITd HET &9 & OF Hed FaHH (WPI) T g
“Our analysis showed that a 10% depreciation in INR can lead to a ~0.12-0.16%
increase in WPl in the short run, and 0.38%-0.49% in the long-run.”

“GAR TARAUT F I Tell Tk INR F 10% FRTae & sreushrer & WPI &/ ~0.12-0.16% 3R
drdaTer # 0.38%-0.49% T J&f& g Hehell 17

On monetary policy, economists at Elara Securities expect RBI to cut rates by 50
basis points in FY26.

A Hfa X varT RFARES & 3rhenfEat #1 37 & & RBI FY26 & 50 af@w uise
& g7 Feldt T T B

The Ministry of Commerce, in a statement, assured that options are being examined
and economists too express the possibility of negotiations with the U.S.

IO HFATAT o Teh ST H 3MRaTTT feam b et iy gAlam A sm @Wr g, 31k

3r2renfErat & 3ARFT F 1Y arat Hr FHEGAT STATS B

The tariffs are expected to hit 9-11% of India’s exports to the U.S., including
electronics, precious stones, machinery, and readymade garments, according to
BoB.

BoB & 37aN, TNE $R o AR FY get arel 9-11% frafer vy genfad et forasd
saFeiadd, A T, AT 3R R g87 AT

These sectors constitute a large share of small and medium enterprises, BoB said.
BoB & &gl T J 817 Bie 3R Aa« 3egAt &1 931 fRear £

Economists at Barclays, however, estimated a higher share of 11% of exports being
hit.

glelifeh, STeholot & IAAMTETAT & 11% ForaTer T 8ot o1 3o AT ofaTra &

India’s exports to the U.S. were valued at about ¥6.4 lakh crore in FY24, the latest for
which full-year data is available.

HI T AT T T2t FY24 3 ST 6.4 TG FU3 AT, SiT 7o ITTetr qrar ot I
ST

A tenth of this (assuming the higher estimate made by BoB research) would mean a dip
in exports of about ¥64,000 crore.

SHHT GHaT FEEAT (BoB & 3T 37 AT & HTHIR) oIaT$HaT 64,000 FN3 & fordTey ¥ haly
glfer &1

Up to January 2025, India’s exports to the U.S. were at ¥5.76 lakh crore, which is
2.4% lower than the same period in FY24, without tariff impact.
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2.4% FH §, Ig HhsT ENE IH1T F Igal T &
e The 10-month export number covers more than 90% of the full year numbers. Tariffs
would hit exports to the U.S. by 57,000 crore.

10 #ET & fAFT 33 R Y &F 90% W/ 38T A Fal a1 &1 SRE & ¥57,000 FAT &
T = 3% ggam|

o Tariffs would also hit company earnings in India as export turnovers can reduce and
companies might have to cut prices for a competitive edge, BoB Research said.

BoB R&e & 317AR, R &1 3 R A Fafat v FAr$ o¥ o gham Fiifes foraa
T e 81 Tohd & 3R gfaeae’ 1T T@a & T oA gerE 98 a&dt &

e “This is something which banks would also need to monitor given their exposures to
these sectors,” it added.

2y T 817 & 3N $ Y o S QYo I 3Ty s gt oF Reear £ S St
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Sensex crashes 931
points amid fears of
trade war, recession;
pharma stocks hit

(GS Paper Ill: Capital Market |

Lalatendu Mishra
N. Ravikumar
MUMBAI/HYDERABAD

Frontline stock indices on
Friday fell up to 1.5% owing
to fears of a global trade
war and potential reces-
sion in the global economy.
The S&P BSE Sensex
plunged 931 points, or
1.22%, to 75,365 points, led
by fall in Tata Steel (8.59%),
Tata Motors (6.15%), L&T
(4.67%), Adani Ports
(4.38%), IndusInd Bank
(3.83%) and RIL (3.52%).
The NSE Nifty index fell
346 points, or 1.49%, to
22,904 points. Out of the
2,947 stocks traded on the
NSE, 2,230 declined, while
only 646 stocks gained.
“Amid weak global cues,
Indian equity markets
opened on a negative note
following an overnight
plunge on Wall Street trig-
gered by fears of a global
trade war and rising con-
cerns about a potential re-
cession,” said Sundar Ke-

wat, technical and
derivatives analyst, Ashika
Institutional Equity.

“Nifty 50 opened lower
at 23,190 and briefly
touched 23,214 in early
trade, but soon reversed
course and slipped sharply
to an intraday low of
22,874. Throughout the
day, the index faced consis-
tent selling pressure, drag-
ging it below the crucial
psychological support le-
vel of 23,000,” he said.

Sectoral performance
remained broadly negative
with metals, pharmaceuti-

Pharma industry’s
joy over not figuring
in the U.S. tariff list
was short-lived with
Trump announcing
that a levy is coming

cals, oil and gas, energy,
and IT witnessing the most
pronounced declines.

Shares of pharma com-
panies were hit on Friday
after the industry’s joy ov-
er not figuring in the U.S.
reciprocal tariff list proved
short-lived with President
Donald Trump announc-
ing such a levy is coming.

“Looking at pharma as a
separate category and will
be announcing that in not
too distant future,” he said,
adding the tariff would be
at a level “never seen be-
fore.” Mr. Trump said the
tariff for semiconductor
chips were also to be an-
nounced soomn.

Out of the 20 companies
forming part of the NSE’s
Nifty pharma index, 18
were in the red on Friday
even as the sectoral index
closed 4.03% lower. Bar-
ring Torrent Pharma and
Mankind, shares of other
pharma companies ended
lower, with some wiping
the gains of Thursday.

Dr. Reddy’s Laborato-
ries intra-day touched a 52-
week low of %1,076.20
apiece. Shares of nine com-
panies, including Aurobin-
do Pharma, Lupin, Gra-
nules Pharma, Laurus Labs
and Gland Pharma ended
lower by 5% and more.
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Sensex crashes 931 points amid fears
of trade war, recession

SR et 3 ALY & 5T & F/FH 931
3 farn

e On Friday, frontline stock indices fell up to 1.5% due to
fears of a global trade war and a possible global
recession.

YEHAN I AR SATIR Jer 3R Hemfa IRgw A & 5T
FROT ToIE Tl 5390 3 1.5% dah 1 ORTaC gof o1 1|

e The S&P BSE Sensex plunged 931 points (1.22%) to
reach 75,365 points, led by the fall in stocks like Tata Steel
(8.59%), Tata Motors (6.15%), L&T (4.67%), Adani Ports
(4.38%), Indusind Bank (3.83%), and RIL (3.52%).

vgusd flvas AQF 931 31 (1.22%) FTRFT 75,365 3iF 9T
qga 1, TS 2TeT TN (8.59%), TTeT HEH (6.15%),
TAUSE (4.67%), 3ETAT WA (4.38%), 3UFS dh (3.83%),
3R IRIMET (3.52%) 1 FRTae 9Hq@ E

o The NSE Nifty fell 346 points (1.49%) to settle at 22,904
points.

TTuHs fAFE 346 3 (1.49%) RS 22,904 3% W &g
g3l

o Out of 2,947 stocks traded on NSE, 2,230 declined, while
only 646 stocks gained.

umﬂéwa-s'gtrz,gn A 7 T 2,230 H fARMae 318, S
&% 646 AAT F Tod W

Weak Global Cues and Market Reaction

AR RGP FFhd 3T IR A wfafear

e Sundar Kewat, technical and derivatives analyst at Ashika
Institutional Equity, said Indian equity markets opened on a
negative note following a plunge on Wall Street due to
fears of a global trade war and a potential recession.

HTRIHT SEETCYRIeToT STFacl o Tehaitehl 3R SRATeT fa2eieh
HeT Fad o gl fob HRAY STt TTTRT T L3
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3R genfaa w1 3T 2|

e He added that Nifty 50 opened lower at 23,190, briefly touched 23,214, but soon
reversed and dropped to an intraday low of 22,874.

Sogiel ST T fATReY 50 T YB3 23,190 T &S, AN & & T 23,214 T T3, Afehe
STee; 8 IR fet o foeetas ¥eX 22,874 ofeh 3T a1

e The index faced consistent selling pressure throughout the day and slipped below the
crucial psychological level of 23,000.

R et $3oFH 9T AR faharelt T ga1d 167 3R I§ 23,000 F FHeedqor T 4 o I
|

Sectoral Performance and Pharma Stocks

s yeeke 3R v Teraw

e Sectoral performance remained broadly negative, with metals, pharmaceuticals, oil
and gas, energy, and IT witnessing major declines.

fasmal veedier FTHY TFRIcHS TET, fod Acew, SRRy feHed, ad AR 3w, Fat, 3R
ITEN JFex H Fa 16T FR1ae S|

e Pharma stocks fell after the industry's initial relief of not being on the U.S. reciprocal
tariff list was shattered by President Donald Trump's statement.

BTAT T & FR1e a9 315 39 I8 Ted o AT Hufaar AR i areafis Re
&t 7 AL 8, Tegafa SeAtes €9 & 9 A WA g1 15|

e Trump announced that pharma would be treated as a separate category and would
soon face a new tariff, at a level “never seen before.”

Y & GIYUT 7 o AT A T 33T AV & FF H @1 ST 3R 39 I o & var eRNw
STITTAT SATTIT Y gl HofY &1 @1 I13m|

e He also added that tariffs on semiconductor chips would also be announced soon.

3ogiet Ig oY gt foh Alirsaer ey ux off ¢R® o eifva fopw Swer|

Nifty Pharma Index and Company-Wise Impact

AT WAt g3 3 Hufaal w e

e Out of 20 companies in the NSE’s Nifty Pharma Index, 18 closed in red, and the
sectoral index ended 4.03% lower.

m#mmmﬁemzomﬁﬁmaﬂmuﬁﬁgwm
AR 3F 4.03% =T g, g3

e Except for Torrent Pharma and Mankind, most pharma stocks ended lower, wiping
out Thursday's gains.
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eNe BT 3R AeTa1$s T Bgat Jiftsier GIAT Teiad 7 TRae 3m$ 3R %ar 6 9ga

e s

Dr. Reddy’s Laboratories hit a 52-week low of ¥1,076.20 per share during the day.
31, 353 AR o feT 3 21,076.20 9y AT &7 52-HedTg HT oot T @ ford|

Shares of nine companies, including Aurobindo Pharma, Lupin, Granules Pharma,
Laurus Labs, and Gland Pharma, fell by 5% or more.

RfEY w1t i, d=qew wat, dRw dsw, 3R 7els GEAET Aigd 9 Fafadt & 9T 5%
a1 359 Jfasw R I

India to fast-track
BTA-focussed duty
cuts for U.S. products

(GS Paper lll: External Sector

Amiti Sen
NEW DELHI

India is focussing on fast-
tracking internal decisions
on duty cuts for American
goods as part of the pro-
posed India-U.S. bilateral
trade agreement (BTA), as
it views the pact as the best
way to deal with U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s reci-
procal tariff fixed at 26%
for India, sources said.

Mr. Trump’s recent
statement that he is ready
to negotiate with other
countries if they offer so-
mething  “phenomenal”
gives hope to New Delhi, as
it has already started the
negotiation process for
such a pact with the U.S.

Clear signal

However, some experts
caution India must not give
in to demands in sensitive
areas such as core agricul-
ture and must hold its
ground.

“India has given a clear
signal to the U.S. through
its statement on April 2
that it does not want to en-
gage in retaliation and in-
stead wants to expedite
BTA talks. Itis already in an
advantageous position
compared with others as
the talks are already on.
The focus will be on speed-
ing up internal decisions,”
an official said.

Mr. Trump announced
sweeping tariffs on goods
from across the world on
April 2, with a baseline ta-
riff of 10% and more on
“high-tariffing” countries,
to end “years of unfair
trade practices” and make
America wealthy again.

Economists have
warned that this would
lead to inflation in the U.S.,
a fall in demand and a pos-
sible global trade war.

In India, the 26% tariffs

India must not give in to
demands in s areas such as
core agriculture , say experts.

are set to hit exports from
sectors such as gems and
jewellery, engineering pro-
ducts, agricultural goods,
textiles, shrimps and
chemicals.

Sectoral meets soon

Last week, top officials
from India and the U.S. dis-
cussed contours of a mu-
tually beneficial BTA and
sectoral meetings are to
start soon, the Commerce
Department had said.

The U.S. has indicated
that it wants tariff cuts in
several areas, such as agri-
culture, automobiles, med-
ical equipment, and alco-
hol but economists say that
India must draw the line
wherever needed.

“India needs to nego-
tiate from a position of
strength as it has a huge
market to offer. We must
stop giving the U.S. conces-
sions outside the pact. And
in sensitive areas like core
agriculture, such as ce-
reals, India must draw the
line and say that conces-
sions cannot be given
come what may,” said Bis-
wajit Dhar, distinguished
professor, Council for So-
cial Development.

(The writer is with The
Hindu businessline)

India to fast-track BTA-focussed duty cuts for
U.S. products

ARG 3eurel F faw o &R gew
Feldl I st HIam

India is focusing on fast-tracking internal decisions
on duty cuts for American goods as part of the
proposed India-U.S. Bilateral Trade Agreement
(BTA).

HRA SEarfad HRA-3rAR gfager samar wesila
(BTA) & dec IARAT avq3il 9T Yoo Held @ wafaa

afits Aot #1 357 FI 9T &I & W

. The government views the BTA as the best way to deal with U.S.
President Donald Trump’s reciprocal tariff fixed at 26% for India.

WHR 3H FANEY Ieeufa Seres T GaRT HRA I 91T 31T 26%
IREIR e A AT 1 Tah 3resT alist A= gIHopes from
Trump’s Offer and Ongoing Talks

€T & yrdrg AR I araha & 3FAE

Trump’s recent statement about being ready to
negotiate if countries offer something
“phenomenal” gives hope to New Delhi.

€9 & giferar aarer & afe &or & " JramurRor ger #¥ At
gg aiadid & fav daR &, 71§ el &1 3mem &ar §1
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India has already started the negotiation process with the U.S. for such a pact.

HR Tgel g AR & H1Y 38 A & TASHT & AT T hr 9fham L& IH &

Clear Signal from India
R FT TISE Hhel

Experts caution that India must not give in on sensitive areas such as core agriculture
and must hold its ground.

T At 30 § o TR 1 Fi S wagerefier &3 # gyehatr €T =g T 3N 38 3ra=h
Rufy W F1aw g Ty

An official said India gave a clear signal to the U.S. through its April 2 statement that it
wants to avoid retaliation and expedite BTA talks.

T TSR 7 Fgl foh AR o 2 3T i U 30 JITH & ATCIA T 3TARFT T TUSE Hhd
e ok ag wfarener @ s==r argar g 3R e arat & st H agar gl

India is in an advantageous position as negotiations are already underway, and the
focus will now be on speeding up internal decisions.

R T BRIS Y feufa 7 § F3ifer Sra<iia ggor & el W & 3R 319 eare anaies faofar
Y A HIA T g

Trump’s Global Tariff Announcement

g9 T dfas TRw givor

On April 2, Trump announced sweeping tariffs on goods from across the world, with a
baseline tariff of 10% or more on "high-tariffing" countries.

2 38T 1 €9 o gfAT 9 & Seurel R saTas R Y aivor Y, foraed it e oeme

e AT 9T HA T FH 10% SRE 91mam arm|

The aim is to end "years of unfair trade practices" and to make America wealthy
again.

SHHT 30T "N Y IRAT SATIR FUTH" HT FATCT A AR IANFT 1 T & wopeer
AT B

Economists warned that this may cause inflation in the U.S., fall in demand, and a
possible global trade war.

HAMTETAT o AdATaeh & & T 369 AR 7 Agens, 7ver # Pwrae, 3k danfaq IRaw
SATIR J&H & Tl &

Impact on Indian Sectors

AT &3 9T I
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e The 26% tariff is expected to hurt India’s exports in sectors like gems and jewellery,
engineering products, agriculture, textiles, shrimps, and chemicals.

26% SRE HRA & e 1 Tet 311X 3meqwor, SShferaRer seure, F/, Fasr, i, 3k
T S 81T 7 THTTad Y Fehel & |

Sectoral Meetings and U.S. Demands

framafr 3o 3itv 3R $r AT

o Last week, top officials from India and the U.S. discussed the framework of a mutually
beneficial BTA, and sectoral meetings will begin soon.

el acdarg ARG 3R AR & N HAYFNAT o Th IRTIRF T & AHE BTA &
i o) = A 3R e 35 Steg o giel|

e The U.S. has indicated it wants tariff cuts in areas such as agriculture, automobiles,
medical equipment, and alcohol.

ARG 7 Heohel T & o6 a8 F, aresr, Fferear sgaor, 3R ae o8 &=t & e
Felel e T

o However, economists insist India must draw the line in sensitive sectors and not offer
concessions outside the pact.

gTelifeh, 3TeMEY SR & & T $TRd oY HaeaAelier a1t & AT a7 F3= arfiev 3k gwsla
& aTeY FS RAIa 781 S=h =nfeel

o Biswajit Dhar, a distinguished professor at the Council for Social Development, said
India should negotiate from a position of strength as it has a huge market to offer.

faeasiia ex, i Wiere Saervde FERAT 7 Tldftsd WhaR §, 7 e 6 7R 1 Aaqd
feufar & T ! TeT Fifeh 38 a1H faere SR 2

e He emphasized that in areas like core agriculture (e.g., cereals), India must say no to
concessions, no matter the pressure.

3eglel S Gand gl Toh ET HTY (I 37eTTer) oI &1 7 AR 1 fonelr ot qarar 31 Rearaar
oTgT et anfRe |
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Ronin, the giant African pouched rat, has tracked down
109 landmines in Preah Vihear province since 2021.

Landmine-hunting
rat in Cambodia
sets a world record

GS Paper llI:
Environment

PHNOM PENH

A landmine-hunting rat in Cambodia has set a new
world record by sniffing out more than 100 mines
and pieces of unexploded ordnance, the Belgian
charity APOPO said on Friday.

Ronin, a giant African pouched rat, has tracked
down 109 landmines and 15 other potentially
deadly war remnants since his deployment to
northern Preah Vihear province in August 2021,
the charity said in a statement.

Five-year-old Ronin has been named the most
successful Mine Detection Rat (MDR) in the organ-
isation’s history. “His exceptional accomplish-
ments have earned him the Guinness World Re-
cords title for most landmines detected by a rat,
highlighting the critical role of HeroRats in hu-
manitarian demining,” APOPO said.

Ronin beat the previous record, held by hero
rodent Magawa, who found 71 landmines and 38
UXOs during his five-year service before retire-
ment in 2021.

Ronin may have two years or more of detection
work ahead of him, APOPO said. “He is not just an
asset, he is a valued partner and colleague,” Phan-
ny, Ronin’s handler, said in the statement.

Cambodia remains littered with landmines, dis-
carded ammunition, and other remnants of war
from decades of conflict starting in the 1960s. Af-
ter more than 30 years of civil war, which ended
in 1998, Cambodia became one of the most heavi-
ly mined countries in the world.

Landmine-hunting rat in Cambodia sets
a world record

Faf3AT 7 IET FT Wietat arel G A faed
ECOERGIC ]

A landmine-hunting rat in Cambodia has set a
new world record by sniffing out more than
100 mines and pieces of unexploded
ordnance, according to Belgian charity
APOPO.

FENf3AT 7 TF TIG! 9T @iotat ared ¢ & 100 @
rftrs gt sik rfaemifed efRARY &1 gar s
1T faeT RF1s a1 &, T8 FTARHT AfcaTad A

TEAT APOPO & &)

e Ronin, a giant African pouched rat, has detected 109
landmines and 15 other deadly war remnants since his
deployment in northern Preah Vihear province in August
2021.

e, T frermer anhiht ar3T arelT T, o 39T 2021 H 3R
9% faRa 9id & ATl & o7e; & 109 SRRt g 3R 15 3+
UTaS &Y HAANT T Il ofaTr &

Ronin’s Record and Recognition
Jferet 1 s 3t gF A

e The five-year-old Ronin has been declared the most
successful Mine Detection Rat (MDR) in APOPQO’s history.
9T quf Tl S APOPO & Sfaerd & 379 o &l dad hel
LT @St g1 (MDR) =¥ famam orar 81

e His exceptional work has earned him a Guinness World
Record for the most landmines detected by a rat.

3HRT IFETURVT 3Tl & fow 38 frelier aes Rais e g,
foreet 38+ 9 qanT wad 3rfie e Yot it ggar ¢
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o This highlights the critical role of HeroRats in humanitarian demining operations.

Ig ATAAIT aRET FIT e & T 3 ERNGH HT Ageaqur AT &1 STl B

Comparison with Previous Record Holder

Rod 1S aRF § Jererr

e Ronin surpassed the record of previous hero rat Magawa, who detected 71 landmines
and 38 UXOs in his five-year service before retiring in 2021.

ifetet o 9 ERY g7 A9 1 Repls s feam, oraet 2021 7 ganfagfey @ w5l 5 aut i dar

H 71 IR A 3R 38 UXOs T Tl 91T 2T

Ronin’s Future and Handler’s Words

UfaeT &1 s1fasT 3tk yfdretes i a9

e APOPO mentioned that Ronin may continue detection work for two or more years.
APOPO & ST {3 UfeieT 313Ter 8Y A1 30 31T aut a& @st F1F SR 1@ T ¢ |

e His handler Phanny said, “He is not just an asset, he is a valued partner and
colleague.”

3T FTRIGT thell o ET, "96 ol Ueh WU oTel, Siedh U Heaar ardt 3 agaeft 81

Landmine Situation in Cambodia
Fallf2ar 3 AT g A Reufy

e Cambodia remains scattered with landmines, discarded ammunition, and other war
remnants from conflicts dating back to the 1960s.

ShaITSTT 31T T 1960 F GF T <ol 37T TET Ay T, Hidh 7T MeT-areg 3R 37 Jau
AT H RT3 &

o After more than 30 years of civil war, which ended in 1998, Cambodia became one of
the most heavily mined countries in the world.

1998 # FHTC §U 30 8t & AU & I@gey & o1, Ho ST gforar & Fadt JHfAH are)
T wenifaa &t 7 & v e I
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TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper IV and Essay)

DPPATRIOTICIAS

1. Manoj Kumar, who made ‘Bharat’ a household name,
takes his final bow

‘W Y O-UX 0 Tgala aTel Fellol FAN o gl A faA
Jrefaer

Manoj Kumar, who made ‘Bharat’ a
household name, takes his final bow

The veteran film personality will be remembered for making patriotism aspirational and raising bread-and-butter issues in popular idiom; he created
an idealist hero, who stood for national integrity, putting family and country before self, and was steadfast in raising his voice against injustices

GS Paper IV: Ethics
AI'Il!] Kumar

anoj Kumar,
M whose films
played a vital role

in shaping the cultural con-
sciousness of the country,
passed away in Mumbai
early on Friday after a pro-
longed illness. He was 87.

Making ‘Bharat’ a hou-
sehold name, he created
an idealist hero with a
strong moral compass who
stood for national integri-
ty, putting family and
country before self, and
was steadfast in raising his
voice against social injus-
tice, foreign influence, un-
employment, and corrup-
tion.

Unlike the nationalism
portrayed by Raj Kapoor
and Mehboob Khan, Ku-
mar’s imagination of Moth-
er India was a lot more di-
rect, almost overt. Born in
Abbottabad (now in Pakis-
tan) in 1937, his cinematic
language was a product of
Partition, where he lost his
younger brother during
riots. The personal tragedy
shaped his views on na-
tionalism and the impor-
tance of unity.

Over the years, some
find the depiction of the
clash of cultures between
village and city and the
East and the West in his
iconic films Upkar (1967)
and Purab Aur Pachhim
(1970) simplistic. Put into

Address
Email Id :

context, in the mid-1960s
and early 1970s, when the
Bollywood hero was on a
picnic in Kashmir while In-
dia was at war with a belli-
gerent neighbour, Kumar
made loving your country
an aspirational idea. He
made Shor (1972) for the
rights of the mill worker,
espoused communal ami-
ty, and kept issues of Roti
Kapada Aur Makaan (1974)
relevant at the box office in
a poetic fashion.

Global anthems

Songs like Mere Desh Ki
Dharti Sona Ugle and Bha-
rat Ka Rehne Wala Hoon
Bharat Ki Baat Sunata
Hoon became global an-
thems and inspired a gen-
eration, including Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
who paid a rich tribute to
Kumar.

The alarm for reviving
the Golden Bird period
and the bugle call for being
vocal for local, which drive
the ruling dispensation,
find their echo in Kumar’s
universe. The filmmaker
was the first recipient of
the Dada Saheb Phalke
Award after the NDA go-
vernment came to power
in 2014.

Kumar had a way with
Prime Ministers. At the
cusp of the Emergency, Ku-
mar depicted the youth’s
growing  disillusionment
with the welfare state by

3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
info@patrioticias.in

MANOJ KUMAR (1937-2025)

raking up issues of unem-
ployment and rampant in-
flation in Roti Kapada Aur
Makaan, where the song
Mehngai Maar Gayi won
him the ire of Indira Gand-
hi’s bureaucracy.

Before that, when Ku-
mar found his voice with
Shaheed (1965), the most
moving cinematic depic-
tion of Bhagat Singh’s life,
he caught the eye of the
then Prime Minister Lal Ba-
hadur Shastri. The film
and the song Mera Rang De
Basanti Chola struck a
chord with Bhagat Singh’s
mother, and Shastri asked
Kumar to take his slogan,
Jai Jawan, Jai Kisan, to the
public. It resulted in Up-
kar, where the character
Bharat asks, “If every
young man moves out of

the village, who will take
care of the country’s hun-
ger?” Educated, Bharat is a
farmer by choice, and he
decides to put his family
and his village before him-
self, which wins him the
heroine’s attention.

Romantic hero

Born as Harikrishna Gos-
wami, Kumar picked his
screen name from Dilip Ku-
mar’s character in Shab-
nam (1949). Inspired by the
thespian, he started as a
romantic hero. After an un-
even start, thrillers like
Woh Kaun Thi (1964), Poo-
nam Ki Raat (1965), and
Gumnam (1965) made him
abig draw at the box office,
and romantic dramas like
Do Badan (1966) and Pat-
thar Ke Sanam (1967) ce-

Contact Number : 9971932488
patrioticias.in

Website :

mented his honest face in
the hearts. He delivered a
sensitive performance op-
posite Dilip Kumar in Aad-
mi (1968), and despite a
strong patriotic image and
moral stand, he successful-
ly kept escaping the image
trap by mixing up titles by
doing a Sanyasi (1975) bet-
ween Be-iman (1972) and
Dus Numbari (1976).

Conscious of his limita-
tions as an actor, he co-
vered them quite well.
Long before it became ma-
terial for memes, his ges-
ture of covering his face
with his palm won him a
strong female fan follow-
ing. It is said that covering
the face was a signal to the
cameraperson to zoom in,
and when his fingers
moved from right to left or
left to right, it was to direct
the trolley movement.

His collaborators say
that Kumar had a grasp of
every department of film-
making. For Kumar, songs
were always integral to the
story, for they conveyed
what dialogues could not.
Composers Kalyanji-
Anandji always acknow-
ledged Kumar’s contribu-
tion.

Having started his ca-
reer as a ghostwriter, his
creative advice was sought
even when he worked out-
side his home production.
It is said that he contribut-
ed to Raj Kapoor’s Mera

Naam Joker, where he
made a special appea-
rance. His long-time assis-
tant Chandra Barot, who
went on to direct Amitabh
Bachchan’s Don, credits
Kumar for pushing him to
include Khaike Paan Bena-
ras Wala at a tense mo-
ment in the caper.

Be it Saira Banu in Purab
Aur Pacchim, Zeenat Aman
in Roti Kapada Aur Makan,
or Hema Malini in Kranti,
there was a touch of titilla-
tion in the way Kumar’s
camera captured the fe-
male figure in his films. His
depiction of rape in Roti
Kapada Aur Makaan and
Clerk was questioned. Ho-
wever, in films like Upkar
and Shor, we find a more
robust female protagonist.

By the 1980s, Kumar
had lost touch with the
times. After his magnum
opus Kranti (1981), he deli-
vered a series of duds like
Kalyug Aur Ramayan and
Santosh. His style was re-
duced to a gimmick, and
his mannerisms became
forced as critics panned his
works as attempts to pro-
mote his brother and son.

Meanwhile, his ideologi-
cal stance moved further
right. He joined the Bhara-
tiya Janata Party in 2004
and pitched for Mr. Modi in
2014. He chose to remain
away from the public eye,
but Bharat missed his sin-
gular vision.
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Manoj Kumar, who made ‘Bharat’ a household name, takes
his final bow

‘m’ﬁw-wwqgaﬁmmw#wsiﬁwm

Manoj Kumar, whose films played a vital role in shaping the cultural
consciousness of the country, passed away in Mumbai early on
Friday after a prolonged illness. He was 87.

Heiter FAR, Forarhr Rewt A der i wivgpfas dqar # 3MHR & 7 Ageaqor
AT feTS, T YHAR Fag Has A el dordl & a1 foverer gy aram) 9 87

& |

Making ‘Bharat’ a household name, he created an idealist hero with a strong moral
compass who stood for national integrity, putting family and country before self, and
was steadfast in raising his voice against social injustice, foreign influence,
unemployment, and corruption.

HR T BR-EX eh Tg A= ATel 3ogled Toh HTELIATET A1 T TAT Y, ST IASET TehedT
fore @t giar 1, IREr 3k &er A gg & gee Wwdr o, 3R o s, fagef vem,
AT, 3R TeTar & [Tt 39 ATarsT Foid i ATl

Unlike the nationalism portrayed by Raj Kapoor and Mehboob Khan, Kumar’s
imagination of Mother India was a lot more direct, almost overt.

TS FYY 3N AT WIeT GIRT GWTT 1T I5gaTe; § 37e19T, Heilol HHR hT 7R AT T
FHeua 3t Welt 3 goger oY

Born in Abbottabad (now in Pakistan) in 1937, his cinematic language was a product
of Partition, where he lost his younger brother during riots.

1937 # TaeTEIE (379 IIfhEdid &) S8, 31T QAT fasmmeter $r 3u a1, fFas 38l
SaTT o SRTeT 379 DI TS T @Y e &)

The personal tragedy shaped his views on nationalism and the importance of unity.
39 STFFI FTHET o 3o WsgaTg IR Tl & FAged W fTaRT &l AR 2|

Some find the depiction of village and city and East and West conflicts in Upkar
(1967) and Purab Aur Pachhim (1970) simplistic.

F AN I ITFR (1967) 3R qxa 3 af¥esr (1970) # aifq 3 2rgw qur q& 3k afRaer
& TG T RIFUT TXA AT &

In the mid-1960s and early 1970s, Kumar made loving your country an aspirational
idea, when Bollywood heroes were romancing in Kashmir despite wars.

1960 & HEF 3 1970 T Y31 H, ST STellgs o ERT FRAR & AT Y ¢ 3, Hellor
FAR o SUHATFT T Ueh WO =R 5= fe 2|
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He made Shor (1972) for the rights of mill workers, espoused communal harmony,
and kept issues of Roti Kapada Aur Makaan (1974) relevant at the box office.

3ogiet AR (1972) TATS Al FAsTer & HUFRT & fow, Aivaris @i &1 Jerar &, 3k
W Fa3T 3R AFTT (1974) & Hegl 1 Sl JHifhH T RIS F=AT0 QT
Global anthems

dRgs Ma

Songs like Mere Desh Ki Dharti Sona Ugle and Bharat Ka Rehne Wala Hoon became
global anthems and inspired a generation, including Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

ﬁ@rﬁmmmmmmmm@@mmmmmwwm
I IR v, Toras gemaaa siig A o anfAor g1

The call for reviving the Golden Bird era and promoting vocal for local finds
resonance in Kumar’s cinematic universe.

Hiet Y RAFFAT o7 &1 goAeiifad aa AR Ui scamel ) wraffwar & i R, FAR F
=T e &1

He was the first recipient of the Dada Saheb Phalke Award after the NDA
government came to power in 2014.

2014 H TAEIT FIHR & T H 3o o 16 d G167 HIgd Bled ERR & Iga ol |

At the cusp of the Emergency, Kumar highlighted unemployment and inflation in Roti
Kapada Aur Makaan, which irked Indira Gandhi’s bureaucracy.

HTATARTe T BT H, FAR o N FUST 3R AFTT 7 ATy 3R AFaS S Heal

o1, foraer eRmT et & stevemd) AT &) TS|

His earlier work Shaheed (1965), a portrayal of Bhagat Singh’s life, caught the
attention of PM Lal Bahadur Shastri, who asked him to spread the slogan Jai Jawan,
Jai Kisan.

3oTehT TGl thes Al (1965), ST #19Td A & Sfiaer 9 MR o, oF gemess= arer
TETG ATEHY T 21T Wrell, fSiegiot 3181 ST STaTet, ST T bl AT STel-Sfef cieh T elled
T g

It resulted in Upkar, where the character Bharat puts his village and family first and
chooses to be a farmer by choice.

SHY IR 1T Io5 o) IYHR §a1S, STal I HRA 3797 317g 3 IRAR ) A fHevdr Sar g
3R FrETeT Fotet T gaATa FAT & |

Romantic hero

RATEH R

Born as Harikrishna Goswami, Kumar adopted his screen name from Dilip Kumar’s
character in Shabnam (1949).
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gREwor MEATet o T H Siedl TAR & 3911 ThIeT A1 AFTH (1949) F felr FAR &
fepter & fora|

Starting as a romantic hero, his thrillers like Woh Kaun Thi (1964), Poonam Ki Raat
(1965), and Gumnam (1965) made him a box office success.

Wﬂﬂﬁéﬁﬂ%:&qﬁ‘@mmﬁg@,mﬁﬁmﬁwﬁéﬁa‘rmmaga@,waﬁr
T (1965) R IFATH (1965) 7 3o¢ e 3 HE RN THeT s |

Romantic dramas like Do Badan (1966) and Patthar Ke Sanam (1967) strengthened
his honest image.

&Y 96T (1966) 3R IcuR F WA (1967) ST AHAEH fheal ¥ 3AHI SAACR Sfd FI 3R
Hated fera

Despite a patriotic image, he avoided being typecast by mixing roles like Sanyasi
(1975) between Be-iman (1972) and Dus Numbari (1976).

& B & STa9(g, 3aie HART (1975) S fRER fsme a§ame (1972) 3R gw
adY (1976) & &I G& I TGIRRE glat & T

Conscious of his limitations, he used gestures like covering his face with his palm,
which became iconic.

AT HIAAT T 37997, 3ol BT E Vg Shed 1Y gITHTT T 3TN T, JY a1 A
wfdger g arm|

The gesture also served as a signal to camerapersons for zooming and trolley
movement.

IE SART FAMTHT 1 A X glelt AT & AEer &at 1 ot et &t &

Filmmaking and creative vision

fred fa#Tor 3tk @eTeAS TfeeRoT

Kumar had command over all aspects of filmmaking, and considered songs integral
to storytelling.

$AR Y e AT & Tl Tgepait ) gehs o, AR I et F Ferl 1 rfrard e
AT I

Music composers Kalyanji-Anandji credited him for his musical inputs.
FAIUTSA-3Teigel S8 TINTPRI o o7 Tafaw FNTGTeT T TG FI|

He began as a ghostwriter and offered creative input even outside his home banner.
3eiel Ueh BIFCAIZET & & # YB3 T 3R 370 JoX @ F16 Y Teeiledsh goird |
He contributed to Raj Kapoor’s Mera Naam Joker and appeared in a special role.
3rgiol el HYT Y AW AT SHHT F Aareret e 3N veh FaRAT 7t fems|

His assistant Chandra Barot, who directed Don, credits Kumar for suggesting Khaike
Paan Banaras Wala.

3oToh TETIS gl aRIE, fSegier 3TeT RAERAT &, & g & @S I TIRY aTeT ITTeAT
FHAR & FHATT T SHST I
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Portrayal of women
AT 1 RAsyor

e He captured female figures with sensuality, especially in films like Purab Aur
Pacchim, Roti Kapada Aur Makaan, and Kranti.
Iegiel e 3 afteer, A& wust 3 #wE, 3R Fifa S oA 7 Afgar o=t w1 FEgwar
& |rY M|

e His depiction of rape in Roti Kapada Aur Makaan and Clerk drew criticism.
U FeT IR AT 3R FoIS # TAHR o €T 1 AT g5

e However, Upkar and Shor featured strong female characters.

glellfeh, 3YHR 3R AR SIE oA # Asrg Afgar a fg@re 7|

Decline and political journey

94T 3 TeAfas ToT

e By the 1980s, his style began to appear outdated. After Kranti (1981), he gave a series
of flops like Kalyug Aur Ramayan and Santosh.

1980 % G2 H SoTeht el AT ofaTat o197 | Hifer (1981) o ST Segied Fergar I IHATIT,
FA ST s FATT oA & |
e  Critics accused him of trying to promote his brother and son through his films.
3TTeN=IRT & 37 TR 37911 fhed & SIRT 379a o118 31k 3¢ =Y w=id e T 3TRIT ofaTmm |
e His ideology drifted rightward. He joined BJP in 2004 and supported Modi in 2014.
IoTehT faaerT grft 3T 5 TS| 3egiat 2004 F STSTAT SAiger ¥ 3 2014 F Ay &1
gad fhar|

o He stayed away from the limelight in later years, but Bharat missed his singular
vision.

S1E & N1 A  STeAaT Y TRl @ G @, olfched R 3Tt IHeIdY TRE Y ATE FIaT T
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