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Panel seeks reform
of ASI monument
delisting protocols

|GS Paper I: A&C |
Sreeparna Chakrabarty
NEW DELHI

Amid the controversy over
demands for the removal
of Mughal emperor Au-
rangzeb’s grave, a Parlia-
mentary Committee has
asked the Union Culture
Ministry to form an inde-
pendent panel to revisit
and reform the criteria re-
quired for delisting a mon-
ument from the list of Ar-
chaeological Survey of
India-protected spots.

Delisting of sites means
removing a monument
from the ASI list of protect-
ed sites, effectively releas-
ing the institution from its
responsibility to conserve,
protect, and maintain that
monument, and allowing
regular construction and
urbanisation activities in
the area.

Union Culture Minister
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
informed Parliament that
the ASI has been continu-
ously taking “proactive
measures” in coordination
with the district adminis-
tration to “mitigate” any
damage to the tomb of Au-
rangzeb in Khuldabad.

Gajendra Singh Shekhawat

The Parliamentary
Standing Committee in its
report said delisting proto-
cols require reform. “An in-
dependent panel should
reassess criteria to ensure
delisting occurs only after
rigorous documentation
and public consultation,
paired with a relic repatria-
tion policy for displaced ar-
tefacts.”

By combining technolo-
gy, legal rigour, climate
adaptation, and communi-
ty participation, India can
balance heritage conserva-
tion with developmental
pressures, safeguarding its
cultural legacy for future
generations. These steps
would align with ASI’s
mandate while addressing
systemic gaps in monu-
ment management, it said.

Panel seeks reform of ASI
monument delisting protocols

TUHIHTS TARS Sifafeeer
Wietshier H LR Y AT FIAT
Ysrer

Amid the controversy over
demands for the removal of Mughal
emperor Aurangzeb’s grave, a
Parliamentary Committee has
asked the Union Culture Ministry to
form an independent panel to
revisit and reform the criteria
required for delisting a monument
from the list of Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI)-protected
spots.

HITS WATE AT Y Fel Y g Y
AT Y A 38 [Aag & &9, v&
HHEHT AATA A FAT FEHia FJAer
¥ T FqaT deTel TSI FIA F FET 8,
dTfeh TR qRIcTed HARTOT (TTH3ATS)
AT EET TARHT 1 = @ et
THARS $I e = & AIsT H
gt 3i% gur o s as|

e Delisting of sites means removing a
monument from the ASI list of protected sites,
effectively releasing the institution from its
responsibility to conserve, protect, and
maintain that monument, and allowing regular
construction and urbanisation activities in the
area.
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SIATEEIT o7 372 § Forell TAR A1 Towams S TXfETa ¥l 1 T @ g, fSHd Ig 9801 39
TARS 1 fad, it 3 sXfdra tae &1 el & 7o o ol €, 3R 39 o o foafaa
frsfor st ergdraror arfafafRrat @ segaAfa e sl 8

e Union Culture Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat informed Parliament that the ASI has
been continuously taking "proactive measures" in coordination with the district
administration to "mitigate" any damage to the tomb of Aurangzeb in Khuldabad.

Fr wepha 740 i e dumaa 2 Tog F giad B fF veasms 3 geaem # st
& I fhaT 87 &7 & Famer & forw foraT wener & arer fAeaT HaR "afshd HeH" 33T & |

e The Parliamentary Standing Committee in its report said delisting protocols require
reform.

FHAT TArh FfAfY A 3r9elt Rate # et o AT dretwiar & FUR Hr Araegwarg|

e “An independent panel should reassess criteria to ensure delisting occurs only after
rigorous documentation and public consultation, paired with a relic repatriation policy for
displaced artefacts.”

“TF TG FA T ATGST T AT Fiell ANCT dTieh Ig FroAead gl T [ SATEET Faer
& SFATASAHOT R AdTforeh wreet & a1e 81, AR 38 T & faeyriod shenmepfaat & faw
AN YA G sAlfer o grl”

e By combining technology, legal rigour, climate adaptation, and community participation,
India can balance heritage conservation with developmental pressures, safeguarding its
cultural legacy for future generations.

WA, Ff FORAT, Taarg Iqamer HR TAGT A HENCRY 1 S5, HRA RFMETCHS
gaTal o AT FARTAT WIRTOT & HcJolol S1oil Hehcll & X 3T AREH T FATHT T 3Tt arelr et
o oI gRieTeT T Hehel 2|

e These steps would align with ASI’s mandate while addressing systemic gaps in monument
management, it said.

ROTE # #her a1 & A e A Tea3s & G1fAcal & 3wy gier IR FARE aerer & Ais[g gorrelera
aTfaat &1 o gr et
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litigation. Started by the Gond tribe four years ago to further their

Lost

in translation

A school in Maharashtras tribal-dominated district Gadchiroli is caught between two laws, resulting in

language and culture, there is now fear

that it will be shut down. Snehal Mutha speaks to the community on their hopes for the school

vinash Shrirame, 35, enters the room

that holds about 30 students wearing
red-and-green checked ~ uniforms.

They greet him with a loud “Good
‘morning, Sir.” and a “Jai seva” shouted out thrice,
to the rhythm of clapping. Shrirame asks stu-
dents 1o open their textbooks as he turns to the
blackboard. Flanking the board are portraits of
Rani Durgavati, the queen of Gondwana who
fought the Mughals in the 16th century; and Bab-
chieftain who rose

urao Shedmake, a
against the British in the 1857 war.

Shrirame is a volunteer on an honorarium,
teaching Gondi in the Paramparik Koya Dnyan-

odh Sanskar Ghotul School in Mohgaon, Gad-
chiroli. Gondi s the language of the Gonds, a
tribe spread across at least seven States, inc
ing Karnataka, where the first standardised dic
tionary was published in 2018 by Kannada Un-
iversity. India has the world's second-largest
tribal population, at 8.9%, as per the 2011 Census.

“The summmer sun shines on the pink walls of
Shrirame’s classroom, with children from Classes
310 5 attending the Gondi language class. “The
last four years have been difficult,” says Shri-
e Wit rived 8 et g 0% PLepRx
town, 165 km away, after working in a bank for six
years. He is a certified Computer Operator and
Progommkg Aot rom the. kohutrial
Tl‘Alllh)“ Institute (ITD, N:

frve been caught up i Bigaton, and &
fecs ke he schoot stagnant because of it,” he
says. He remembers his own childhood and his
confusion at not being able to understand En-
glish, the medium of education. “Other children
my age were thinking of the moon, | was just pe-
trified of grammar,” says Shrirame, who has
learnt Gondi over the last year.

“The school is the only one in Maharashtra that
mch.summ Itis run up to Class 5, by the Sany-
ukt Ganrajya Gram Sabha Parishad, a grouping of
15 gram sabhas (vilage councll,at the basc level
of tribal governance), including Mohgaon.

In 2022, the school got a notice from Maha
rashtra’s Education Department saying it was not

' y
at the apex of village-level governance at the dis-
trict level. The notice asked for it to be shut.
‘The Gram Sabha Parishad filed a petition in
the HC in November 2022 asking for recognition.
“The case is still on, and the school's plan to start
Class 6 has been delayed indefinitely. The mm
ers worry that the 16 children in Class 5 will
10 leave the school I they cannotstartClas 6.
“The seven-room ghotul reconnects school go-
ing members of the Gond tribe with their lan-
juage that is in danger of being subsumed by Ma-
rathi, much like the other States where Gonds
are. Thirty lakh people speak his langusge with
s roots in the Dravidian language family,
lumaula-tnsul researcher Ganesh Narayandas

Why has the
Education
Department
penalised

us? Our
region falls
under the
Scheduled
Area, and
self-
governance
s constitu-
tional...

Marathi is
notour
identity, but
the

government
kee

eps
imposing it
onus
DEVSALAX

Students inside a

the People’s L
of ks, which provides mn overview of shrily

cages.

“The school runs on the Tribal Department’s
ashram shala syllabus, teaching regular subjects
such as Mathemathics, History, English, and Ma-
rathi. The books for these subjects are supplied

3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

‘Gondi-centic schoolin
Mohagaon, Gadchirol
distrct, Maharashtra
AN YOG

[ A WS

by the Department free of cost, as is the norm.
Gondi is an addition. The syllabus for Gondi was
brought in from a school in Chhattisgarh’s Saro-
na village, Kanker district, about 250 km from
Mohgaon. There is no teacher's training for Gon
di,so Shrirame learns from the elders in the tribe
and uses YouTube to help him with teaching
methods. All the teachers use Gondi as an Infor
‘mal way of teaching students, so they can easily
grasp the concepis.

Mother tongue matters

notice sent, the Department said the school was
violating Section 18 (5) of the Right to Free and
Compulsory Education of Children Act, 20
™ p bl

Sanskar Ghohﬂ Schod in Mohagaon, Gadchiroli district, Maharashxra Itis lhz only xhool in the State where the tribal language is taught. EMMANUAL YOGINI

for girls after school.
The residential school operates from three
Tooms, accommodating 69 studens: 3 gils and

es a school without a certificate of recognition
will have 10 pay a fine of 21 lakh in arrears and
410,000 per day if it i

38boys.

quiring about admisslons, but we are ot admit-
ting any more, because the litigation has made
s 3

Between the laws
“Why has the Education Department penalised
us? Our reglon als unde the Scheduled Area,
and selfgovernance is consiitutional,” says De

sai Aatla, 47, member of the Gram s.uu pari

operates. His grandchildren study here.

Walking along the banks of the pond behind
the classroom, Devsai says that since the coun-
try’s independence 75 years ago, no effort has
been made to preserve Gondi language. “Marathi
is not our identity, but the government keeps im-

e students come from over 20 villages
across Gadehiroli district, including Pendhari
and Hadapeth in Dhanora block, and Rekhabha
tal and Kasansur in Etapalli block, at least 65 km
from Mohgaon.

‘The school s funded by the incomes of all the
villages that are a part of the Gram Sabha Parish-
ad. From March untilthe first half of June, people
from these 15 villages come together o collect
tendu leaves, used for wrapping bidis. The leaves
are wrapped in bundles of 70 each, given to the
village gram sabha, and later brought to the Gram
Sabha Parishad, where itis sold.

posing it on us,” Devsai says,
of this, Gond history remains undocumented. Zi
1a parishad Deputy Education Officer Vivek Na-
Kade says, “We did not receive any proposal for
the school. In our routine scrutiny, we found the
school U[l‘ﬂl'.i(}" unauthorised, and then sent
the notice.” Nakade says the government is not
gainstschooks AR e reuie s the eghracion
under the KTE

Gondi s not o Indias 22 offical anguag:
es in the Eighth Schedule of the Constitution. Ho-
wever, the National Education Policy of 2022 re-
commended “the promotion of mult-lingualism
in education at every level so that learners get the

‘The idea of establ Gonds school
s fioes the i 10 reviis the ligoge
and pass on the Gond culture to children and the
youth, to protect the language and knowledge
from extinction. The Gram Sabha Parishad
passed a resolution to start the school in Febru-

¥ t0 study in their own language(s)”.

v s
early years, primers (textbooks) in 104 dialects
have been developed. While Gondi-Odia has a
primer, the dialect spoken in Maharashtra does
not.

villag
ers, according to how much they mumm after
kecping 5% This is used o fund the school. The

y stationery

NGO, Some parents 100 make umlrihuliuns
Devsai says, “We require infrastructure to accom:
‘modate more students and funds to pay teachers
what they deserve:"

Culture and competition
The Hindu's analysis of UDISE data reveals that,
in 2022, dropout rates among ST girls in Maha-
rashtra were higher than the national average by
the secondary stage of schooling. Additionally,
the gap in dropout rates between girls of the un

reserved category and the ST category in the

age. Furthermore, the ate at which Maharashtra

ary 2020. A year later, they wrote a letier to then | The Gram Sabha Parishad wants the Unified | progress made at the national level.

State Governor Bhagat Singh Koshyari for appro- | District Information System for Education Plus | ~Students turn their backs on education due

val of the residential English- < on the PESA Act. “This will | to language dificulies,” saysSheshrao Gawade,
In the letter, the village stated grad- | 28, 3 Gondiat the sc

that India was a signatory to the Declaration on | uating from school. We would also be oo “Teaching children in Gondi can help us explore

the Rights of Indigenous Peoples adopted by the
United Nations on September 13, 2007. The tribal
community, therefore, had the right to establish

pand beyond Class 5 with minimal difficulty.”
says Devsai. Under UDISE, the Ministry of Educa-
ion coll il 2

so many opportunities and this school will be a
great experiment. We have so many plans. We
ic

d be

students using their native language. It was in-
augurated in February 2021 by Namdeo Usendi,
then MLA from the Congress.

Scheduled Areas ~ predominantly occupied
by tribais - are governed by the Panchayat (Ex-
tension to Scheduled Areas, PESA) Act, 1996.
“This says that the gram sabha would “exercise
command over natural resources, resolve dis-
putes and manage institutions under it like
schools and cooperatives”. The Gram Sabha Par.
ishad says the school is a constitutional body, as
it comes under PESA.

However, the Education Department says that
the school does not fall under the Right to Educa-
tion (RTE) Act, 2009, as it is not registered. In the
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1, so it is count

d. A Gram Sabha
of a student, Mani

am Aatla, 35,

r
points out that
aghotul,a

community space for socialising, sharing know.
ledge, and engaging in cultural actvities

Resources and funding
In the room next to the pink-walled classroom,
. ara”; "e, era”; and “u, ura” are Gondi words
that are being chanted. A sixyearold says "a°,
and the class replies in chorus, “ara”, sitting on
the floor amid books and bags. The wall has Gon
di and English alphabet charts. The room works
as a classroom for first and second-grade stu-
dents during school hours, doubling as a hostel

want tofi dge
plants and herbs,” he say

n Pendharl vilage, about S km from the
school, Mandi Aatla, 36, sits ear the murmunda
(a wooden pillar with floral carvings) in the
centre of the hut that supports the thatched roof.
Murmunda gmur is marriage in Gond) is a symbol
of marriage, installed during the wedding cere-
‘mony at the man's parents’ home.

Manda besfust come home afer olecing
Mahua flowers throughout the day.

e earcound S0 ciok whts e ek
and alcohol.

Manda takes pride in her son's familiarity with
the Gondi script. She can only speak the lan-
guage. She shows offher 10-year-old son's w

ays, "G for him to
rstands

ces

£

Ic other | a-v-'mm He

when English words are explained in ™
35 kam from Pendhari, is Kasansur village,

where another parent, Naresh Narote, 45, says

his nine-year-old daughter, who studies at the

Gondi-medium school, rasps concepts quicker

compared to his studying in Eta-

One of the reasons for this is the extracurricu
lar activities that integrate their lives at home
with their curricula. Students take part in songs,
storytelling, and dances. “We have folklore that
talks about the evolution of humans, prviaton,
mythology, and the art of iving.” adds De

'\ Trioal Department officer, on condito fon of
anonymity, says, “When we visited the school,
students seemed cheerful. Students don't feel
pressured.” He says one way of registering the
school s 10 go the ashram shala route, residential
schools created for tribals. “Itis bizarre that PESA
can facilitate the decisions concer
ter), jungle, jameen (land) but not education. This
would be an experiment, and the government
should think on these lines,” Devy says.

(With inputs from Vignesh R.)
snehal. mutha@thehindu.coin

|
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Lost in translation
3re7are A @Y ST

A school in Gadchiroli, Maharashtra’s tribal-dominated district, is
stuck between two laws, leading to litigation.

HERISE & HTEarH! ager e Isfatel 1 v Fel &) Frefal & o waT
g3 §, e e e e I gl

e Started by the Gond tribe in 2020 to promote their language and culture, now faces the
threat of closure.

M3 ST SaRT 2020 H YT H797 N Hehlcd bt Feldl &= & foIT & fovarr I I8
Tl T ¥ gt T FIN WL
e Snehal Mutha spoke to the community about their hopes regarding the school.

TGS HAT S FHGTT W Thol o Tfcl SeTehl F7R/737 R ST |

Classroom scenes and tribal icons

H&IT T T 3R nfeardt ydiw

e Avinash Shrirame (35) teaches around 30 students in red-and-green uniforms.
35 geffar 3rfaaTer AfRme SersaT 30 BTAT HI et 3R &Y TFaR FFAHIH H Terd ¢
e Students greet him with “Good morning, Sir” and shout “Jai Seva” thrice while clapping.
O 3¢ "Good morning, Sir" ﬁé%ﬁ?mmg‘“@?ﬁﬁwmw Srerd &
e Classroom has portraits of Rani Durgavati and Baburao Shedmake, Gond freedom
fighters.

T 7 Tt ganiadlt 31 AraRra ASATE T TEIN §, S 215 FacTdr defrel A

Teaching and language challenges

favator 3itx stmaT iy et

e Shrirame teaches Gondi at Paramparik Koya Dnyanbodh Sanskar Ghotul School in
Mohgaon, Gadchiroli.

ATA TRV F Agena Fua WalF F1AT AT FEFR G Thel # A3 I3 2
e Gondi is spoken by the Gond tribe, present in seven States including Karnataka.
M 75 AT/ SaRT Sl STl &, AT Feled Aled AT TaT H thell &
e First standardised dictionary of Gondi was published in 2018 by Kannada University.

MY hY gl ATTRIFT AGHIA 2018 H Fools fARATACITCTT GaRT TR T 375 AT
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e As per 2011 Census, India’s tribal population is 8.9%, second-largest in the world.
2011 T FAINOTAT & ITAR, HR $T AT FTaaEAT 8.9% &, S gieran & g@ll ged
CCi

Struggles of the teacher

fRraTer T TaTardY I

e Shrirame came from Bhiwapur (165 km away) after working 6 years in a bank.
ARTA AR (165 el g) @ 31T, ST6T 3611 6 ATeTr ek 7 hreT fawa 2|

e Heis a certified Computer Operator and Programming Assistant from ITI Nagpur.
I ATEAITE AR § FTIEY HREY JN G FifFece g o g

e He struggled with English-medium education during his childhood.
3egiel 39 T H 3l ATEIH FI Yers H Hissar star 27|

e Learned Gondi in the last 1 year to teach at the school.

Segiel Rser 1 Ter 31 a1 Tt ek @ Topel 31 vaT T

Legal battle and uncertainty

Fefsit asTg AR rfoReaar

This is the only school in Maharashtra that teaches Gondi.
I HERTSE T THHTT Tl ¢ 161 TS IG1S Sl 5

It operates up to Class 5 and is run by Sanyukt Ganrajya Gram Sabha Parishad (15
gram sabhas).

Ig HETT 5 cleh ToAdl ¢ 3R 15 ITH W13 a7 Hellfelcd HYFeT VRIS A FHT IREE &
e &

e In 2022, Education Department said it was not registered with Zila Parishad and must
be closed.

2022 # fRveT fasmer =1 e o T Torem aRwe # gSiispd =761 § 3R 39 s o S =g
e Parishad filed a petition in High Court in November 2022 for recognition.
gRue & AdET 2022 H 88 FIE F AT & T AR ST |
e Plan to start Class 6 has been delayed indefinitely due to the case.

FEIT 6 E el hT Tell Je710%cT Il deh ol 1S ¢ |

Language preservation and community efforts

e School helps Gonds reconnect with Gondi, which is being overtaken by Marathi.

TE Thel IS THETI T S A ST ¥, T8 77 Sy $191¢ 2 T8 &l
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o 30lakh people speak Gondi, which belongs to the Dravidian language family.
30 9@ AT M eld &, i &as AN IRAR & Fad g

e School follows Tribal Department's ashram shala syllabus including subjects like
Math, History, English, Marathi.

Tehol  HfeaTHY FATET & ATAA ATAT TISGTFHH & 31 arfora, sfaera, 3ish, 7rdy
TTAT ST § |

e Gondi syllabus was taken from a school in Sarona village, Kanker district,
Chhattisgarh (250 km away).

NS T IGTHA SIS & HIAT fore F T M (250 fFat gx) & forar = g

 No formal teacher training for Gondi; teachers use help from tribal elders and
YouTube.

M & ToIT IS HITaRes frzre RETOT=E! &; et sfaardt §o71T 3R YouTube &t
e AT g |

Mother tongue matters
ATTHTT HT Agcd

e School was proposed in February 2020 by Gram Sabha Parishad.

Fhol T TETd Bat 2020 H ITH WHT TREG GaRT @ 17|

e Letter sent to Governor Bhagat Singh Koshyari in 2021 for English-medium residential
school.

2021 F T ST TAE PIRARY BT H2oAr ATETH HTAHIT F507 % ToT I ST a1
e They cited UN Declaration on Rights of Indigenous Peoples (September 13, 2007).
3egiat 13 e 2007 I 39S 1S WY Isg A Infart rfwR aiwor &1 garer

fe=m
e School was inaugurated in February 2021 by Namdeo Usendi (Congress MLA).

Tahel &1 3eHTCe Bad 2021 H Hiarw furas saga 38dr ganT faar |

Conflict between PESA and RTE Acts
PESA 31X RTE &Tfs1t & i e

e Scheduled Areas are governed by PESA Act, 1996, giving gram sabhas control over
institutions like schools.

FreqfAra &t 7 PESA arfafaa, 1996 S gIaT §, St 777 FH737 Rt Tepel S FEATaAT
&1 [T &ar g
e Parishad claims school is a constitutional body under PESA.

aRwe &7 graT § T I8 Thol PESA & dgd ddenfAe HErg|
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Education Department says it violates RTE Act, 2009 since it's not registered.

fY&Tr fasmar 1 il & o I8 Tl =11 el o hRUT RTE Hf&faraat, 2009 &7 3ecierst

FAT B
As per Section 18 (5), operating a school without recognition can lead to a fine of 1
lakh, and 10,000 per day.

T 18 (5) & AR, TS AT & Tehel Tellel R T F1G FATAT 3N TS 210,000
T STATEAT o7 Hehell & |

Between the laws

FIeTeil & oI

“Why has the Education Department penalised us? Our region falls under the
Scheduled Area, and self-governance is constitutional,” says Devsai Aatla, 47, a
member of the Gram Sabha Parishad and the owner of the land on which the school
operates.

“TRIGTT 89Tt o &1 &3 ¥t fonam &2 GART &1 3rgqfIcT &1 & 3HeTd 377l 8, 3R &-
T TiAEfe &, gt § SITS MTcTel, 47 a, S I WHT IRYE & TeE § AR T
1 3773 & FfoE |

His grandchildren study here.

3oTh dic-Sifrar IgT 9eTS A B
Walking along the banks of the pond behind the classroom, Devsai says that since the

country’s independence 75 years ago, no effort has been made to preserve Gondi
language.

RETT & HIS: TS o fohel Tl §T GTHTS el & foh G T 3TeAlG; €T 75 AeA &1 91T
SifarsT aTEY 31T9T T ST o FoIT 1Sy 76T foham |

“Marathi is not our identity, but the government keeps imposing it on us,” Devsai says,
adding that because of this, Gond history remains undocumented.

¢ for 340 wRUT 9is 3faeTd cof =Ter g1 I &

Zila Parishad Deputy Education Officer Vivek Nakade says, “We did not receive any
proposal for the school. In our routine scrutiny, we found the school operation
unauthorised, and then sent the notice.”

fSrer aRtwe & 3u Riew 3wl fads s wed €, ‘58 oot & fow 18 wedra w1¢ e
AR STTa & g Tehot 3794 §9 § HATTId e, SATAT gH Alfed Haml”

Nakade says the government is not against schools: “All we require is the registration
under the RTE Act.”

SATRTS e § o AP Tepel o AT LT §: 5o R IRAE sfrfaws & dgd dofieor
arfEel”
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e Gondi is not among India’s 22 official languages in the Eighth Schedule of the
Constitution.
M 9T & WG v et et 7 AfAer 22 JferFRe smnsd A A 78 ¢
o However, the National Education Policy of 2022 recommended “the promotion of
multi-lingualism in education at every level so that learners get the opportunity to study
in their own language(s)”.

gTelifeh, 2022 %Y ISEr fRvar ey = “qganfierar i srgrar &=1” 1 FAwrier dr anfer ot
ol 3T ATCIRATST H TGeT ohl IR [l Heh

e To promote mother-tongue-based learning, primers in 104 dialects have been
developed.

ATt Jmenfe RYat T wgrar & & frT 104 ST 7 IrAfAS TeTTETH AN H TS
gl
e While Gondi-Odia has a primer, the dialect spoken in Maharashtra does not.
STeT AB-3NTIAT & fAT Teh TSTTETF §, TET HERISE H Slell ST aTel ST o FoIw 7187 &
e The Gram Sabha Parishad wants the Unified District Information System for
Education Plus (UDISE+) code based on the PESA Act.

a1 |1 AR =g § 3 el a1 PESA rfarfersr & 3mum o gfsmsvws+ (UDISE+)
#13 far S|

e “This will help students get admission to courses after graduating from school,” says
Devsai.

“SHY BT I Tl § TTH 8let & 16 ITISAHAT 7 I et 7 7eg fHetel,” aars Fed
gl
e “We would also be able to expand beyond Class 5 with minimal difficulty.”
“§H HEIT 5 o S1G T HETIAT T faTdR oY AT & T qrear|”

e Under UDISE, the Ministry of Education collects school details and assigns a number
to the school.

TAITSTHS o T, TART HATTT Tohol @ HIA SATHABRY Tehdl T & 3N 38 Teh qgelled
HE&IAT ST B
e A Gram Sabha Parishad member and a parent, Maniram Aatla, 35, points out that the
school is based on a ghotul — a traditional space for social and cultural activities.

1A T IRVE & He T 3R S & [ 7fAme v, 35 a¥, 9dd & o I Thor vigeT
T TRT I e § — i amenfor 3R aiepiaes afafafeat & serg g 81

Pa la

a
www.patrioticias.in

Resources and funding
o 3 fadr agrran

", W

e Inthe next room, students chant Gondi alphabets — “A, ara”; “e, era”; and “u, ura”.

73Tl &I H OTF JNTST JUTHTST U & — “A, ara”; “e, era”; 3 “u, ura’|
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la

A six-year-old says “a@”, and the class responds “ara”, sitting on the floor.
Teh B |l T gl “a” Selell § 3 G T 6 W S5 “ara” el &
The wall has Gondi and English alphabet charts.

SR WX ST 3R 373U JUTATAT & ITE 9T g |

The room works as a classroom for Class 1 and 2 during school hours, and a hostel for
girls after school.

IE A FET 1 3R 2 & T 8T & §9 7 1 FcT § 3R Tl & a16 asfral & gieed
H deoT ST &

The residential school runs in three rooms, accommodating 69 students: 31 girls
and 38 boys.

IE AT FHel et FHAU H ol g, ToTH# 69 BT §: 31 FsfFam 3R 38 @5
Devsai says many inquire for admission, but litigation has made things uncertain.

aHTS HE & foh Igd 1T AL & T I &, eifehed FHheAdTsh o HROT Al HfaRad
A ISEl

Students come from 20+ villages in Gadchiroli, some from as far as 65 km away.
ord TsfARYe forel & 20 @ 3rflr ariat & 3a €, o o 65 Bl gr 4

The school is funded by income from 15 villages who collect tendu leaves from March
to June.

Ig Tehel 15 At Y AT { A b dog, Tl i 3T & Feferd grar g1

Leaves are bundled and sold by the Gram Sabha Parishad, with 5% kept for the
school.

O S8l 7 ST AT FHT IRYG GaRT 99 ST 8, Toaed & 59 e Ther & fow w@r
ST &l
The school also receives stationery from NGOs and some parental contributions.
Tepel T T3t & AN 3R FHo ATT-Ryar & Frerer o ffrerar §1
Devsai says, “We need infrastructure and proper salaries for teachers.”

TS FEdl 6, “BH 31T Fatmw AR Refent & fow 3faa o=t i ST &1”

Culture and competition

TEpfa 3R ufaequt

UDISE 2022 data shows ST girl dropout rates in Maharashtra are higher than the
national average by secondary level.

TAIMETHS 2022 F 3HFS TdTd § o AFRTSE H wHeY asfna &7 gaamse e AreafAs
TR do TSR 3itaa & 3+ 2

The gap between unreserved girls and ST girls in dropout rate is wider than the
national average.

Tl 3R AT F9F A TEfREt & T ST YE # 3aT TS ditaa @ R g
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Maharashtra’s progress in reducing this gap over the last 8 years is slower than the
national level.

HERTSE o oo 8 auf & 37 37 A 1 w3 & efidlY a1fy @S &1

“Students quit education due to language barriers,” says Sheshrao Gawade, 28, who
teaches Science and Gondi.

“$TTTS STHT3T & U BTF UGS BIS &0 §,” Thed & ARTT 1as, 28, it et i 7=
qeTd 81

“Teaching in Gondi opens many opportunities; we want to teach Gond medicinal
knowledge,” he adds.

“INET H YT H s R Aol ¢, 7 s FRAfhcar A s Yo agad §,” I Fed & |
In Pendhari village, Manda Aatla, 38, takes pride in her son’s grasp of Gondi script.
YerdY aTg 3, ATST AT, 38 a¥, I 9 FHr M AR Fr FoAsT WX 7T AL

She says, “Gondi helps him learn other languages; he understands English better
when explained in Gondi.”

ag Sed! &, “9iTEr 3N 3 T W F Heg Y §; ST sl ity F gHeS S §
dr 9g STed) GHSTAT B 1”

In Kasansur village, Naresh Narote, 45, says his 9-year-old daughter in the Gondi
school learns faster than the one in Etapalli ZP School.

FHYY T H, TA AR, 45, FEd & foh 3T 9 W Y 9 ST IS Fhel H TGl g,
Tl forem TRwe Fhel # Tea arell 91 & STedl W@ ¢

Extracurricular activities like songs, stories, and dances integrate culture with the
curriculum.

T, Feifera, 3R sper Sidr rfaRera afafaflar aregsa & arer depfa o s
“We have folklore on human evolution, gravity, mythology, and living,” adds Devsai.
IS HEd 8, “FHAR U AL TdhrH, Tocarehyor, GRITOTR w131 3R Siiaet S &
ANFHUTT §1”
A Tribal Department officer said, “Students appeared happy; they don’t feel
pressured.”

Teh nfeart fysmmer & frawdY & e, ‘o g 6w, 3 gaTd Agqy 76 |
He suggests registering the school as an ashram shala.
96 GHTE &l & Tob Tehol T HTAI ATAT o & H Goftehel fehdT ST Hehell &

“Its strange that PESA governs jal, jungle, zameen, but not education,” says Devy.

¥ 31Na & o6 PESA ST, Siarer, ST#ier Y fifyd &Y AareT €, aiferet &t &1 w1, & g €1
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06_04_2025 DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS

TOPICS COVERED GS Paper I1: Polity, Governance, and International
Relations)

1. India and Sri Lanka sign 7 MoUs, enhance ties in
defence, energy

TR 31T et & 7 FASAT AT 9T graner fFv, 6 3
Fal 7 gal Y A T

2. People should not misuse their rights in a democracy,
says Shinde on Kamra row

R 7 AT Y 37T ITAFRT HT GEIANT 781 FIAT AT,
HAY farg I RS 1 991
3. Will the Waqf Bill usher in transparency?

FqT 9P fael IRETRAAT AT 3TTIAT?
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7 MoUs,

enhance ties in defence, energy

Agreements signed during Modi’s visit cover defence, energy, digitisation, health; interest rates on loans to Sri Lanka cut;

$100 million of loans converted into grants; island nation expresses gratitude to India for support in its economic recovery

Meeril anka
COLOMBO

ked seven MoUs — in-
cluding one on de-
fence  cooperation -
during Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi’s visit to the
island nation on Saturday,
even as Sri Lankan Presi-
dent Anura Kumara Dissa-
nayake reaffirmed his go-
vernment’s commitment
to ensuring that Sri Lankan
territory is not used to un-
dermine India’s security or
regional stability.
“We believe that we
have shared security inter-
ests. The security of both
countries is interconnect-
ed and co-dependent. I am
grateful to President Dissa-
nayake for his sensitivity
towards India’s interests,”
Mr. Modi said in his ad-
dress following the signing
of the MoUs at the Presi-
dential Secretariat.

l ndia and Sri Lanka in-

Expanding cooperation
The MoUs signed were on
the topics of energy sector
cooperation — including
energy grid connection
and developing Trincoma-
lee as an energy hub in
partnership with the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates, digitisa-
tion efforts, health, and
multi-sectoral assistance to
Sri Lanka’s Eastern Pro-
vince, taking off on discus-
sions held during Presi-
dent Dissanayake’s visit to
New Delhi in December
2024.

Briefing the media later,
Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri described the de-
fence sector MoU as an
“umbrella agreement” that
provided a framework to
pursue ongoing defence
sector cooperation in a
more “structured”
manner.

During the ceremony,
the leaders virtually
launched a cold storage
plant in the central Dam-
bulla district, and a solar
power plant in the eastern
Trincomalee district.

Further, India has de-
cided to reduce the inter-
est rates on loans extended

Address
Email Id
Contact
Website

IGS Paper II: India-Sri

Strengtheni ion: Prime Minister Narendra Modi with President Anura Kumara Dissanayake
ahead of a bllateral meeung at the Presidential Secretariat in Colombo. AFP

to Sri Lanka to support the
country’s external debt
treatment, Mr. Modi said,
adding that loans totalling
over $100 million have
been converted to grants.

Mr. Dissanayake con-
ferred the ‘Sri Lanka Mitra
Vibhushana’ title on Mr.
Modi, saying that it was “a
symbol of the enduring
friendship and unwaver-
ing, multifaceted support
that he has consistently ex-
tended to Sri Lanka and its
people.”

Sri Lanka, like India,
“firmly believes” in the po-
tential of South Asia to rise
and shine on the world
stage and the two coun-
tries must strive to achieve
that goal together, the lef-
tist Sri Lankan leader
observed.

Temple renovation

In his statement, Mr. Modi
announced that relics of
the Buddha, found in 1960
in the Aravali region in Guj-
arat, would be sent to Sri
Lanka for an exposition
during the Vesak festivities
in May this year.

India would also sup-
port the renovation of the
Thirukoneswaram temple
in Trincomalee and the
construction of the sacred
city in the Anuradhapura
Mahabodhi temple com-
plex, and the Sita Eliya
temple in Nuwara Eliya,
Mr. Modi said.

3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
= info@patrioticias.in
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‘Bottom-trawling
ban must to end
fisheries conflict’

COLOMBO

Sri Lanka’s Tamil political
leaders on Saturday urged
India to ban bottom trawling in
order to resolve the fisheries
conflict affecting the fishermen
of northern Sri Lanka and
Tamil Nadu. llankai Tamil Arasu
Katchi general secretary M.A.
Sumanthiran recalled the 2016
agreement between India and
Sri Lanka to “expedite the
transition towards ending the
practice of bottom trawling at
the earliest”. » PAGE 3

Tamil parties seek India’s constant
involvement for a polltlcal solution

Meera Srinivasan
COLOMBO

The historic Indo-Lanka
Accord of 1987 remains the
only instrument to achieve
a political solution for the
Tamils of the island, and
India’s “legitimate involve-
ment” will be important to
reach this goal, Sri Lanka’s
Tamil parties told Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Saturday.

Mr. Modi, who is in the
island nation on a state vi-
sit, held talks with different
groups of Opposition polit-
icians on Saturday after-
noon.

He met with a delega-
tion of leaders and repre-
sentatives from Tamil par-
ties of the north and east,
including the Ilankai Tamil
Arasu Katchi (ITAK), All
Ceylon Tamil Congress, Pe-
ople’s Liberation Organisa-
tion of Tamil Eelam, and
the Tamil Eelam Liberation
Organisation.

They discussed the
pending political solution
and other concerns of Ta-
mils, including an ongoing
land grab by state agencies,
amid a growing perception
that India’s interest in the
Tamil question may be

patrioticias.in

PM Modi with Sri Lankan Tamil
leaders in Colombo.

waning in the wake of
growing geopolitical chal-
lenges.

‘Meaningful devolution’
“We told the Prime Minis-
ter that the Tamil question
is yet to be resolved and
that it has been acknow-
ledged that the 13" Amend-
ment [a constitutional
amendment ensuring a
measure of power devolu-
tion] does not meet the
ideals of the Accord. As a
friendly, close neighbour,
we urged India to encour-
age the Sri Lankan govern-
ment to take steps towards
meaningful devolution,”
ITAK general secretary
M.A. Sumanthiran told The
Hindu.

“We told him that our
party was called the Feder-
al Party and has pushed for

a federal structure in go-
vernance,” he said.

The delegation also
sought India’s intervention
in ensuring the conduct of
the Provincial Council elec-
tions, as “part of the pro-
cess of achieving meaning-
ful power devolution”. In
his address earlier on Sa-
turday, Mr. Modi said he
had discussed reconstruc-
tion and reconciliation
with Sri Lankan President
Anura  Kumara Dissa-
nayake.

“He appraised me of his
inclusive approach. We
hope that the Sri Lankan
government will meet the
aspirations of the Tamil pe-
ople and fulfil its commit-
ment towards fully imple-
menting the Constitution
of Sri Lanka, and conduct-
ing Provincial Council elec-
tions,” Mr. Modi said.

Mr. Modi also met with
Sri Lankan Leader of Op-
position Sajith Premadasa.
Following the meeting, Mr.
Premadasa posted on X:
“Sri Lanka and India have
the chance to shape a fu-
ture of Shared Ascent,
where growth is not just
measured in trade, but in
the wellbeing of our peo-
ple.”
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India and Sri Lanka sign 7 MoUs, enhance ties in defence,
energy

3R 3T siieraT o 7 gAEaT A9t W gEaer v, 167 3R Fat
# gayt & AT fna

India and Sri Lanka inked seven MoUs — including one on defence
cooperation — during Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to the
island nation on Saturday.

R 3R sieeT S afaR &) yaaaE a3g A F I3 F ek g
AT AT IR gEa1eR 6T, S v 1897 Jeaer 9 oY am)

e Sri Lankan President Anura Kumara Dissanayake reaffirmed his government’s commitment
to ensuring that Sri Lankan territory is not used to undermine India’s security or regional
stability.

AerhTS Tl X FART FBATAIS 71 Ig QATEIAT foh 37T FIeh X SR oY & a7 4ty
TeuRar it FASR A & T sfeiewré & 1 37T 7L Q¥ |

e “We believe that we have shared security interests. The security of both countries is
interconnected and co-dependent. | am grateful to President Dissanayake for his sensitivity
towards India’s interests,” Mr. Modi said.

g TaRard ¢ fo g <irer Wi e R €1 2ot it T geaT vah-g@t @ o3 g€ 3N wew sk
g1 & Iregufd f3arirae 1 TR & fal & ufd Taeerefierdr & forw 3R yehe T g, A #er o
FeT|

Expanding cooperation

g &1 AFar

e The MoUs signed were on the topics of energy sector cooperation, including energy grid
connection and developing Trincomalee as an energy hub in partnership with the United
Arab Emirates.

gEIET U 1T FHSila St &8 wgaT, St s wawer, iR e @ @37 3R s
FI ASIEHT 7 FoIT g9 & &9 H AhAd Fa & T |
e Other areas included digitisation efforts, health, and multi-sectoral assistance to Sri

Lanka’s Eastern Province, based on discussions held during President Dissanayake’s visit to
New Delhi in December 2024.
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31 &yt A Rforeehsor yar, Fareed, AR sies & qdf gid & fov ag-ara werar anfae o,
S e 2024 & Tsgufa BAETIS Y A5 e AT & SR1er Hr 718 =T g 3menia o

e Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri described the defence sector MoU as an “umbrella
agreement” that provided a framework to pursue ongoing defence sector cooperation in a
more “structured” manner.

faeer e faswe fad & 18 &9 & gasla & v "oF gasmlar sa—r, AET AT A ITIR®
HEITeT ol 31T "W &1 T 319 Fela & [l /T el T |

e During the ceremony, the leaders virtually launched a cold storage plant in central
Dambulla district, and a solar power plant in the eastern Trincomalee district.

ARG & GNIeT T3 o AT gAge forer 37 T Fies Fere vaie R qdf Hamred e 7 o
TR FT T4 T a3re IgUTe |

Financial Support and Grants
faehr werra 3R et

e India has decided to reduce interest rates on loans extended to Sri Lanka to support the
country’s external debt treatment.

AR & AeienT T AT 7T FHOT HT <AqTr S FY FH FI I 0T [T § dTfeh U 1 qEF FHOT
FHEIT T GolgTT= H HGRIT Al Thl

e Loans totalling over $100 million have been converted into grants, Mr. Modi said.

At AT o gt ok $100 TR & 31l & FKoil 1 3regarer 7 aRafela a< fear smar g

Recognition and Regional Aspiration
FFATA 3R & 3raiat

e Mr. Dissanayake conferred the ‘Sri Lanka Mitra Vibhushana’ title on Mr. Modi, calling it a
symbol of the enduring friendship and multifaceted support extended by him to Sri Lanka
and its people.

At SIS 7 A Ay 1 slverenT A farsgaor i 3Ry & 3R 5@ Ao 3R 38 Sl & ufa
mmmmagmmwwmml

e Sri Lanka, like India, “firmly believes” in the potential of South Asia to rise and shine on the
world stage and both countries must strive to achieve that goal together, the leftist Sri Lankan
leader observed.

Hretent # AR T IE ATAT & 76 gTaor vfden 7 faeg 79 W 33 it 9w fr g amar &
3R et g2if i Tg T AT T A UTCT hiat T &R & T LT Anfgy, araaeft sfireiers adr o
&l
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Temple renovation

#fRY FT gerferaior

e In his statement, Mr. Modi announced that relics of the Buddha, found in 1960 in the Aravali
region in Gujarat, would be sent to Sri Lanka for an exposition during the Vesak festivities in
May this year.

379 ST 3 AT AT o BT Y b SRT & TGl &7 & 1960 H Yol I & HANT 1 57 I
AL & 3UF 3HT & SR U= & Torw sfieret st smeem|

e India would also support the renovation of the Thirukoneswaram temple in Trincomalee
and the construction of the sacred city in the Anuradhapura Mahabodhi temple complex,
and the Sita Eliya temple in Nuwara Eliya, Mr. Modi said.

A AT A gt fob R BpraATel 7 Reiaeater Al & qafesior, s seefa afe
aRET # afes FaR & AT 3R Farr oferr 7 dar ofemr 7R3 & @#or 7 off wgrrar s

Political engagement with Tamil parties

affre ifeal & 91y Uoefas |die

e The historic Indo-Lanka Accord of 1987 remains the only instrument to achieve a political
solution for the Tamils of the island, and India’s “legitimate involvement” will be important to
reach this goal, Sri Lanka’s Tamil parties told Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday.

1987 1 fcerfa® sRa-shesdr @asgtar v & afaar & foav aoeifas A gred Hia S
THHATT T ST §IHT &, 3R SH T8 Y ITect et 3 SR Y "dur Sy Fgeaor gsf, dar
Arerat i affrer qIfeAT & AfAAR Y TeTTHA TG A F FeTl

e Mr. Modi, who is in the island nation on a state visit, held talks with different groups of
Opposition politicians on Saturday afternoon.

T GR o 31T A1 A o erfaar graee 1 fagedt stansit & faffesr wogh & @ ara=ha @

e He met with a delegation of leaders and representatives from Tamil parties of the north and
east, including the llankai Tamil Arasu Katchi (ITAK), All Ceylon Tamil Congress, People’s
Liberation Organisation of Tamil Eelam, and the Tamil Eelam Liberation Organisation.

3egiat 3R AR q@ A1 affre wiféat & aanit 3R vfa=eat & v gfafafRase & gorerd #,
TSeTa gasTs affrer 3Ry Fedt (ITAK), 3iTe Wl afde FAw, yew faavere st Jw
afae S, 3 afre SaF e S afad O

e They discussed the pending political solution and other concerns of Tamils, including an
ongoing land grab by state agencies, amid a growing perception that India’s interest in the
Tamil question may be waning due to geopolitical challenges.

3oie dfed Usteifae FATaTe 3R affal i s Rianit w a9t @, e uea weifdat gam
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sr#ter gAY 1 Heer ot anfaver ar, ary €1 I8 Urom o 1% sprrerehifae galfaat & aora affer
HEE A 0N 5 A I ST &

‘Meaningful devolution’

Ireiqot srfareRT #1 fAFdeor

e “We told the Prime Minister that the Tamil question is yet to be resolved and that it has
been acknowledged that the 13th Amendment does not meet the ideals of the Accord.

“mﬁmmﬁwﬁ:aﬁawmwgaaﬁgm%aﬂ?%wwﬁmw%%13a1
wfdurer weerer axsila & 3ngeif A QU ST e

e As a friendly, close neighbour, we urged India to encourage the Sri Lankan government to
take steps towards meaningful devolution,” ITAK general secretary M.A. Sumanthiran told
The Hindu.

Teh T 3 [Aehe ISl & &0 H, 57 AR U 3G T foh a8 ANeahrs TXFR 1 3rdqor
Tardrdiaor &1 &2 3 &g 3or & forw dicfed Y, ITAK & Agrafad wA.v. gARRA o & B
garam|

e “We told him that our party was called the Federal Party and has pushed for a federal
structure in governance,” he said.

“EHA 3T gl foh GHRY ITET ol HaTer YTl gl ST § 3 & emHeT 7 Fe &7 ol AT it g
g, 38t gl |

e The delegation also sought India’s intervention in ensuring the conduct of the Provincial
Council elections, as “part of the process of achieving meaningful power devolution”.

sl fase o gicha R ot & 3maisie s GiATud et # §Rd Y gETaTy T AT &,
cTfeh I "ot Felr gEATaor Y UfhaT o1 BEAT ot Fah |

India’s support for Tamil aspirations

afPrer 3THI&T3T & foT IRT &1 gAY

e In his address earlier on Saturday, Mr. Modi said he had discussed reconstruction and
reconciliation with Sri Lankan President Anura Kumara Dissanayake.

ATYER T Tgel [T 310 31907 H A FIEY 7 gl fob 3ogiel siciets IS 3T FART BHTAIF
o AT YATIATOT AR Ferg TR =il |

e “He appraised me of his inclusive approach. We hope that the Sri Lankan government will
meet the aspirations of the Tamil people and fulfil its commitment towards fully implementing
the Constitution of Sri Lanka, and conducting Provincial Council elections,” Mr. Modi said.

“Sogiel HSN AT FATAR AT & 3aere SHyram| g 3men § o Aeiwrs TFR affrer srerar
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gfdecerar 1 faermuatt,” s AT 7 Fgrl

Meeting with Sri Lankan Opposition Leader

Aerprs fauet & Aar § Farhra

e Mr. Modi also met with Sri Lankan Leader of Opposition Sajith Premadasa.

A A A sherers faaer & Aar Ao 9AeraT § ot Fefrerrd |

e Following the meeting, Mr. Premadasa posted on X: “Sri Lanka and India have the chance to
shape a future of Shared Ascent, where growth is not just measured in trade, but in the
wellbeing of our people.”

HeIThTel & a1 A UHCTHT & T TR GIEe FhaT: “sfeiet 3 SR & ITH Ueh |18Y 3¢ & 1fasa
I 3TPR ol T AlepT g, STaT TAHIT [AF AR H 76T dfoh AR AN hY $7ATS 3 FIT SITTT|”

People should not misuse their rights in a democracy, says Shinde on Kamra row

vinam it where Mr. Kamra allegedly  peace. 1 don’t provoke I will not support the vio- velling allegations against  (UBT) for opposing it. He  them [the BJP and the Shiv
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Speaking elaborately on  ofashow. tions against me. But Inev-  in the name of right to free- ment. | have nothing todo  heb Thackeray’s ideology.  nah, he said, “Those who
the Kunal Kamra contro- In an exclusive inter- er respond to allegations dom of expression, to de- with these things. I keep  “Modiji must be congratu-  stay with Rahul Gandhi will
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Minister Eknath Shinde tra’ on The Hindu’s work. That's why I could body should, ina democra- with me. They [Opposition  claimed by Wagf once in  (You can watch the video
said on Saturday that peo-  YouTube channel on Satur-  succeed as the common  cy, misuse their rights, or party] have to think. They = Maharashtra. Several such  interview on ‘Pulse Maha-
ple should not misuse their ~ day, Mr. Shinde hinted at man’s CM,” he said. follow anarchy. Everyone g have to introspect.” incidents have been re- rashtra’, a show launched
rights in a democracy. the Opposition party’s in- has rights. But we cannot  gxnath Shinde He congratulated Prime  ported in the past. Now, on The Hindu’s YouTube
However, he clarified volvementin the incident.  ‘Against violence’ take them away from so- Minister Narendra Modion  there will be transparen-  channel on Saturday)
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People should not misuse their rights in a democracy, says
Shinde on Kamra row

ollehc & AN BT YA AR FT GEIANT TEt HIAT AT, FAA
farame oX RIS 1 qame

Speaking elaborately on the Kunal Kamra controversy for the first
time, Maharashtra Deputy Chief Minister Eknath Shinde said on
Saturday that people should not misuse their rights in a democracy.

FeATel FA fAaTE I TEell IR FAFAR A el §C, AGRISE F STAETHA
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Uy A 7 AfAAR FY FgT B AN F A F v AfAFRT w1 gEaar

T8l Y AR

e However, he clarified that he does not support the violence by Shiv Sena workers at the
studio where Mr. Kamra allegedly made offensive remarks against Mr. Shinde as part of a
show.

gTelifeh, 3egiel I8 Tas¢ fohaT foh I 30 Fefea g3 Raden sriedisit 1 RaT o1 T e
I, STeT AT T oF Uk 2T & ST A RIS & TTh iAd &9 & smafee feoquiY & off|

e In an exclusive interview for the launch episode of ‘Pulse Maharashtra’ on The Hindu’s
YouTube channel on Saturday, Mr. Shinde hinted at the Opposition party’s involvement in
the incident.

Iferar &1 g fiq F Iega daer W Tod AR & IRAF TR & v fow 71w wrawefaa
gexeg 7 A RIS 7 38 gear 7 Rasaft ardf i w@fereadr & g6d g

e ‘| am a peace-loving person. | tell everyone, they should let me work in peace. | don’t
provoke anyone. | keep working though people level allegations against me. But | never

respond to allegations with counter-allegations. | reply to them with my work. That’'s why | could
succeed as the common man’s CM,” he said.

3egiet het, “H vk erifafir safea g1 # gaet shgar § o a7y aifer & e et &1 H forely 1
SR LT § | A RASATh W17 R o9 €, oot # STarer # Srarelt 3y 71t oforelr| # e 4
STATS Sl €1 SHTEIT 3 7o e+t T HEAHA §af ThM1”

‘Against violence’
‘a1 ¥ e’

e Asked about the violence by his party members, the Deputy Chief Minister said, “I will not
support the violence that happened at the studio. But in a democracy, in the name of right to
freedom of expression, to defame someone, to insult someone, is not right. Nobody should,
in a democracy, misuse their rights, or follow anarchy. Everyone has rights. But we cannot
take them away from someone else.”

31T T &5 T3 <Ry 3 7 R 5 AT 3 S ey R e o v, o e A g
AT &1 FHAT AgT dT| Afched T dldd H AHfReTTFT Y Taaadr & A1 W HAT F rgAfaa
AT AT TEATH AT el T &1 1S 377 3707 TP T oo FET Y Hhell AT ISl 61
thelt HerarT| Foft &t 31K §, Afdhet &3 gl & 31T R 16T S Farct|”

e Hinting at the Opposition party’s (Shiv Sena UBT) involvement, Mr. Shinde said, “Like
someone was continuously levelling allegations against me that | had brought in an
unconstitutional government. | have nothing to do with these things. | keep working. And the
people have proved that they are with me. They [Opposition party] have to think. They have to
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introspect.”
farwadt aret (Rrariem i) i Ffercddr 1 Fohd &d gu A R A e, “SH IS TR I8 3R
I TET AT foh AT U IWINTAF PR 1S | AT 37 A ISl & DI AT-Goll AGT g | H 57 1A
Rl § | IR Stetar F wnfae &< foar & o & A |y €1 3o¢ (Rwe) 1 |rarem =R, smearferdrator
FLT A1fgTl”

e He congratulated Prime Minister Narendra Modi on the passage of the amended Waqf Bill
in Parliament, slamming the Shiv Sena (UBT) for opposing it. He said that his party was the
true flag-bearer of Balasaheb Thackeray’s ideology.

3o 1o UTHAT A%g ANGY FI TANAT 396 el & FHg A TR glel R 4TS & 3R Rig@dam (gaidh)
I AT FoRIY FIeT UX 373 gTUT T 37gier ShaT Toh 3Tl UICT &1 STATHTRd ST hl TaaReRT &Y
3 AEF ¢ |

e “Modiji must be congratulated as he has ended corruption. Entire village was claimed by
Wagqf once in Maharashtra. Several such incidents have been reported in the past. Now, there
will be transparency,” he said.

3egiet heT, ‘AT 1 TUTS ST ART 1T 3ogial AR Tedl Y [SAT| Ueh HHY AFRISE A X
T T FFE BN Y T a7 AUT| gt oY v U HIHT FIHe 31T Yoh & | 379 TG R¥ar 3mean|”

e Asked about the Opposition’s criticism comparing them (the BJP and Shiv Sena) to the
founder of Pakistan, Mohammad Ali Jinnah, he said, “Those who stay with Rahul Gandhi
will see only Jinnah. What else can be expected of them?”

SIS 374 IE YO 1T b famet o s1rerar iR Ra@er S Joiar qrfihediel & FEUTas Algsae el
v & 1 8, 3 3ogieY g, S AT g aATef 5 AN TG 8, 3% At FoveAT &1 ASK T | 3K
3R T 3FAE T ST TR 8?7
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Will the Waqf Bill usher in transparency?

What are the changes sought in the Waqf (Amendment) Bill? Why are critics and Opposition

parties arguing that the amendments encroach upon the religious autonomy of the Muslim

community? Will non-Muslims be part of waqgf boards? What is the ‘waqf by user’ doctrine?

commissioners with District Magistrates who are
already overburdened undermines institutional
capacity,” Dr. Mustafa pointed out.

Is there non-Muslim representation?

[GS Paper Il: FR | One of the Bill’s most contentious provisions is
Aaratrika Bhaumik ‘Once a argue that they encroach upon the religious the inclusion of non-Muslims in key waqgf
person autonomy of the Muslim community. institutions. It mandates that both the Central
The story so far: embraces Wagf Council and State Waqf Boards must have
arliament passed the contentious Islam, they Who is eligible to make a waqf dedication? at least two non-Muslim members. It also
Wagf (Amendment) Bill, 2025, on Sl Under the original law, any person, regardless of | removes the requirement that the Chief
April 4, after a nearly 14-hour debate are entitled religion, could dedicate property as waqf. Executive Officer of a Wagf Board should be a
in the Rajya Sabha. The Bill was to all However, the new amendments restrict this Muslim. In line with a JPC recommendation, the
cleared with 128 votes in favour and 95 against, associated right to only those who have practised Islam for Bill stipulates that the State government’s
and has received the President’s assent as well. rights, at least five years. The Bill now requires representative on the Wagf Board must be a
The margin was significantly narrower than in including the | individuals to “show or demonstrate” adherence | joint secretary-level officer specifically
the Lok Sabha, which passed it with a 56-vote right to to Islam for this duration to establish a wagf. Dr. | overseeing waqf affairs.
lead. Originally introduced last year, the Bill was religious Faizan Mustafa, Vice-Chancellor of Chanakya Opposition parties argue that these changes

referred to a Joint Parliamentary Committee
(JPC) chaired by Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) MP
Jagdambika Pal for scrutiny. The report was laid
before both Houses on February 13, 2025.

What does the Bill aim to do?

In Islamic law, waqf refers to property dedicated
in the name of god for religious or charitable
purposes. Proceeds from such properties are
typically used to maintain mosques, fund
educational institutions, or support the poor.
Once designated as wagf, the property becomes
inalienable — it cannot be sold, inherited, or
gifted. The Wagf Act, 1995 (1995 Act), and its
2013 amendments under the United Progressive
Alliance (UPA) government created the legal
framework for managing waqf properties and
established State Waqf Boards.

The Bill seeks to amend the 1995 Act, now
renamed the Unified Waqf Management,
Empowerment, Efficiency and Development
Act. It proposes sweeping reforms that
significantly expand the government’s role in
regulating such properties and adjudicating
disputes related to them. While the government
justifies these amendments as necessary for
transparency, critics and Opposition parties

— ‘l‘,.\
% @ A law that £

weakens
a law that

dedication’

Rupturing social fabric: People hold a protest against the Waqf

(Amendment) Bill, in Kolkata on April 4. ANI

National Law University, Patna, has criticised
this requirement as constitutionally suspect.
“Once a person embraces Islam, they are
entitled to all associated rights, including the
right to religious dedication. This provision also
violates the right to equality under Article 14 of
the Constitution, as it discriminates against
recent converts by selectively barring them from
endowing property for religious purposes”, he
told The Hindu.

What about ‘waqf by user’ properties?

Last year, the government proposed a complete
repeal of the doctrine of “waqf by user” —a
principle rooted in Islamic legal tradition that
recognised properties as religious or charitable
endowments based on uninterrupted communal
use, even in the absence of formal
documentation. However, the JPC report
cautioned that dismantling this doctrine could
destabilise the legal standing of such properties,
many of which have been informally managed
by local communities for decades. Accordingly,
the new Bill now clarifies that all existing “waqf
by user” properties registered on or before the
law’s enactment will retain their status unless
they are disputed as government land.

Will government oversight intensify?

The 2024 Bill reallocated the responsibility of
surveying waqgf properties from dedicated
survey commissioners to District Collectors. It
also repealed Section 40 of the 1995 Act, which
had empowered the Waqf Boards to initiate suo
motu inquiries to determine whether a property
qualified as wagf, even without official
documentation. However, the JPC
recommended that such surveys be conducted
by senior State officials. Accordingly, the revised
Bill now mandates that “an officer above the
rank of Collector” survey properties where
government ownership is disputed.

“The claim that there was no government
oversight is a myth. The existing law already
allows the government to issue directions to
Wagf Boards, nominate members, and even
supersede them. Replacing trained survey

Will the Waqf Bill usher in transparency?

FIT TFP foel TRERIAT deh 3TTI?
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infringe upon the community’s constitutionally
guaranteed right to manage its religious affairs.
However, welcoming the reforms, Dr. Mustafa
said, “The diversity of the nation must be
reflected in all its institutions, including Waqgf
Boards, which are statutory bodies. The
inclusion of women, non-Muslims, and
members of Other Backward Classes (OBCs) is a
positive step. The real question is whether
similar reforms will be introduced in temple
boards as well.”

What about financial accountability?

To enhance financial oversight, the Bill
introduces a centralised registration system for
wagqf properties. Muttawalis (custodians of
wagqfs) will be required to upload property
details within six months of the law’s
enactment, and all future registrations must be
routed exclusively through this portal to the
respective Waqf Boards.

The Bill also seeks to repeal Section 107 of the
1995 Act, which had exempted wagqf properties
from the applicability of the Limitation Act,
1963. This provision allowed Waqf Boards to
recover encroached land without being
constrained by the Act’s standard limitation
period of 12 years. However, critics argue that its
removal would permit encroachers to claim
ownership through adverse possession,
legitimising illegal occupations of waqgf land.

What lies ahead?

Congress MP Mohammed Jawed, All India
Majlis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen (AIMIM) chief
Asaduddin Owaisi, Delhi legislator Amanatullah
Khan, and the NGO Association for Protection of
Civil Rights have filed separate petitions before
the Supreme Court, contending that the
proposed legislation infringes upon
constitutionally guaranteed rights to religious
freedom and property. “When the
constitutionality of a law is challenged, courts
begin with a presumption in favour of its
validity. Therefore, the burden lies heavily on
the petitioner to demonstrate that the law
violates fundamental rights,” said Dr. Mustafa.

Gorakhpur

Page2 1

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

g il CONTACT: 9971932488

Parliament passed the contentious Waqf (Amendment) Bill, 2025 on
April 4, after a nearly 14-hour debate in the Rajya Sabha.

4 YT 2025 &Y FHE o ASITHT H STITHT 14 g H) 987 & oI [Adees
¥ () fadws, 2025 g fam|

e The Bill was cleared with 128 votes in favour and 95 against, and has received the
President’s assent as well.

7 fadrae 128 vaT & X 95 farqat & diet & @rer IR g3, 3R 38 Tregafer i wfigpfar o
[GEEKER]

e The margin was significantly narrower than in the Lok Sabha, which passed it with a 56-
vote lead.

TE 3R ANHAHAT T JeTT H HIehr Ha 2T, STeT g [T0Th 56 el & 3 & TR g3 2|

e Originally introduced last year, the Bill was referred to a Joint Parliamentary
Committee (JPC) chaired by BJP MP Jagdambika Pal for scrutiny.

I% [ Ao &0 & Rraer a¥ 927 foham aram o7 3R Heh S & v 38 wgad qwar
Ffafa (JPC) & Tiur arar a1, fSTehT 3reTeTdr HTSTIT WIHE STeTE f9ehT UTel of T Y|
e The report was laid before both Houses on February 13, 2025.
g R 13 ®Iad 2025 i &t Tea 7 9T Hr 315 2|
e What does the Bill aim to do?
39 R9as FT3gRT FATR?

e InIslamic law, waqgf refers to property dedicated in the name of God for religious or
charitable purposes.

SEITHY FIefeT A, T 1 37 § $2aT & ATH W 4TS AT RITFHY 358231 & fov Fafia
U

e Proceeds from such properties are typically used to maintain mosques, fund
educational institutions, or support the poor.

VY gufaat i 3T T 3TN I3HIR W ARCSE F I@@E, Aa1f0rw gvuE
werdr, 31 It Y Age & forw fFar srar g

¢ Once designated as wadf, the property becomes inalienable — it cannot be sold,
inherited, or gifted.

TUsh 9] IF%F SN &1 STet & o1, TUT 3rfaemelY 8 Sircht & — =8 =, favraa & =, ar
3YER # g T 31 Teha|

e The Wagf Act, 1995, and its 2013 amendments under the UPA government created
the legal framework for managing wagf properties and established State Waqf Boards.

g Jfafawer, 1995, 3R 2013 F AT FIFR @R U 1T FeErE! F o Guferdt &
ST o Tl &hTefeil Gl oI FohaT 3R T qa® a1St Sl AT 67|

e The Bill seeks to amend the 1995 Act, now renamed the Unified Waqf Management,
Empowerment, Efficiency and Development Act.
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I fadge 1995 rfafas  Heitus e aredr &, 51 319 gfawres aaw Aasre,
TFITEATE, TRRFATHY U3 S9a9die Uae 1A 3T 1T |

o |t proposes sweeping reforms that significantly expand the government’s role in
regulating such properties and adjudicating disputes related to them.

Ig Taerareh SaTas FURT &1 JEd1d ST &, fad T guiaat i fafaafad e i saw
Tafard faarel & fAver 7§ avar A syfet Frdr 9 e ¢

o While the government justifies these amendments as necessary for transparency,
critics and Opposition parties argue that they encroach upon the religious autonomy
of the Muslim community.

STET TR 37 GATAT I IRERIAT & fAIT 3raeds sardy g, 981 3meiae 3R [Jueh e
FE o Toh A HTEIHA FHGT T enffier Faraaar W rfawaor wid g

e Who is eligible to make a waqf dedication?
TFE TAYY FIA & AT HlT a2

e Under the original law, any person, regardless of religion, could dedicate property as
wagf.

H el & o, e off et &1 safda g & &0 & gufar FAfd T @ |

e However, the new amendments restrict this right to only those who have practised
Islam for at least five years.

BTelifeh, AT HRATETeT 3 3TAFR FT shaol 37 A9 deh AT FIA &, el HF T FH 9=
st g STOITH FT ITeleT HIAT &1

e The Bill now requires individuals to “show or demonstrate” adherence to Islam for this
duration to establish a wagf.

319 TATF ITFTAT F g " fe@Ter AT TATIONT A 7 3TaThdT AT ¢ [ 3o 38
379 & ERIeT STATH T ITeteT fohar &, Teft 3 9% 91 Tahd &1

o Dr. Faizan Mustafa, Vice-Chancellor of Chanakya National Law University, Patna,
has criticised this requirement as constitutionally suspect.

=1, BT FEABI, Hordlel, AT AT Al IAGTHEY, gear, 2 58 Traeiey v eirer=i
I gU 30 HduThas T & wfeay sarn g

e “Once a person embraces Islam, they are entitled to all associated rights, including the
right to religious dedication.

"Teh IR PIS STTFd STATH 39T ol g, o 39 Tt Fefrd 3R Aed §, 5w arfas
HHYOT T A’TAHR & afde &

e This provision also violates the right to equality under Article 14 of the Constitution, as
it discriminates against recent converts by selectively barring them from endowing
property for religious purposes,” he told The Hindu.

I W] GIAUTe & IHeJeda 14 & dgd HATAT F HTAFR HT Sooltled Hdl g, Fih I8
gTeT &1 H TATARYT e aTel T YT 32T o folT TR TATIT el A TIATCHS T &
IR T &, 3eelel & feg T |
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e What about ‘waqf by user’ properties?
SUARTHAT GaRT IFE AT FT FT 2

e Last year, the government proposed a complete repeal of the doctrine of “waqf by
user” — a principle rooted in Islamic legal tradition that recognised properties as

religious or charitable endowments based on uninterrupted communal use, even in
the absence of formal documentation.

Red a¥, TR & "ITATHdr gaRT IF6" AU I U dUE A TcH el T FEd1d W7
— g TAHTd e Fefelt RT3 Afed §, St Hufdl &1 JeaR Aeferae 39T &
3TUR R MHS AT RIYHRT BT AT &, 37 8 3o gxardst o &f|

o However, the JPC report cautioned that dismantling this doctrine could destabilise the
legal standing of such properties, many of which have been informally managed by
local communities for decades.

grefifeh, JPC Ra¥e & st &Y 1o 50 RAeid & Wed it & Ol Gafat I Hrefet
feufer arfur &1 anchl &, Tl @ &S gersl @ Ty e ot Ietrais w7 &
Farfad T ST @2

o Accordingly, the new Bill now clarifies that all existing “waqf by user” properties

registered on or before the law’s enactment will retain their status, unless they are
disputed as government land.

SHY & AR, AT TTH TISC FAT © o FIfe 9] 81 @ T AT 39 & 7 ol
Tt HlSeT " FTARTERAT gaRT aFE” Hufaar el fPufa eme W@, 519 a6 i 3¢ Iy
7 & w9 7 Rafea = forar smw|

Will government oversight intensify?

FIT TSR Aot agaft?

* The 2024 Bill reallocated the responsibility of surveying wagf properties from dedicated survey
commissioners to District Collectors.

2024 % e A g6 Gl & FfaTor AT FSFACRY fady Fdfaror 3mgeFdt & A frem Feleret
T &
* It also repealed Section 40 of the 1995 Act, which had empowered the Waqf Boards to initiate

suo motu inquiries to determine whether a property qualified as wagf, even without official
documentation.

S8 1995 AT T &RT 40 1 811 Teg X T, Sl g SISt Y Faa: WAL ST Y Hla T
3TRR T 2, 870t &) RS aeardst = &

» However, the JPC recommended that such surveys be conducted by senior State officials.
gTelioh, HgFd HHAT WRATA (JPC) o FAwrier & & 03 wdator afiss v it ganr e
S|
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+ Accordingly, the revised Bill now mandates that “an officer above the rank of Collector” survey
properties where government ownership is disputed.

ST HTAR, TN et 319 T 1A aer § & 167 avart Faifaes fanfea €, agf Fewex
¥ IR F AR quiadt o1 adeor HY)

* “The claim that there was no government oversight is a myth... Replacing trained survey
commissioners with District Magistrates who are already overburdened undermines
institutional capacity,” Dr. Mustafa pointed out.

ST. FETHT o el, “Tg a1l o FIhRY AT 7T oY, veh 7 §... U6l A & PRIHR A &
FrenfaramRat 1 g FcfaTor el Y ST9TE ST HEUTITT &THT Y HHSAR BT 1"

Is there non-Muslim representation?

Fa1 IR-AfEaw afafafteg 37

» One of the Bill's most contentious provisions is the inclusion of non-Muslims in key wagf
institutions.

fSer & Fa@ Ramereae watt 7 ¥ v § 9T gah GE3i 7 R-gRa#AT w1 anffer wE

* It mandates that both the Central Waqf Council and State Waqf Boards must have at least
two non-Muslim members.

Ig fard X § o FRT a7 afwg 3K Uo7 a9 a1t 7 77 @ w9 R-gawT vgem g
BNy

« It also removes the requirement that the Chief Executive Officer of a Waqgf Board should be a
Muslim.

IE 3Tl 3 g2 & o aoh 1S & A&T FRFR JfFY v AiFaw gan @rfzu)

* In line with a JPC recommendation, the Bill stipulates that the State government’s
representative on the Wagf Board must be a joint secretary-level officer specifically
overseeing wagf affairs.

JIPC $Y RN & 317aR, forer Ig AR AT § 7o To TR 1 IfAfAT goh a1 F wgeFa
afg T1 &1 AfFH 8 St a@® Al i fFIRE Fdr |

» Opposition parties argue that these changes infringe upon the community’s constitutionally
guaranteed right to manage its religious affairs.

fquehy aiféat 1 o & fo & Seora @Her & Wi gant IRAFa anfdw ATl F gauaT &
HOFR &7 Iea™d Hd 8
» However, welcoming the reforms, Dr. Mustafa said, “The diversity of the nation must be

reflected in all its institutions... inclusion of women, non-Muslims, and OBCs is a positive
step.”
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gTelifeh, $7 LRI T TR A §U T, HEAHT = hel, “G2r 1 afarerar ol demsit # g
afeC... Afgenst, dv-afeaat, 3K e Res geit (OBCs) F1 anfdrel &1 T HRIcHS FeA g1

* He added, “The real question is whether similar reforms will be introduced in temple boards
as well.”

3egiot I Y SiIST, “aredideh HaTel e o o &7 U &1 U Al aist & off ame srgar?

What about financial accountability?

e SraeedY & IR 7 F41?

» To enhance financial oversight, the Bill introduces a centralised registration system for
wagf properties.

T et &1 st & forw, foer aes Fafat & fow v deiiga deiietor Jorrelt Sedd T &

* Muttawalis (custodians of waqfs) will be required to upload property details within six
months of the law’s enactment.

HaTaeel! (TFPT & FIETR) T Hlolel & oI 8ol B Aol b A WY T FAFOT TS HLaT
Hfotard gram|

« All future registrations must be routed exclusively through this portal to the respective Waqf
Boards.

Y 9TAST T ToiiehioT 3 N F ATCTH & T aFh SISt deh &1 fhT ST Jehat|

» The Bill also seeks to repeal Section 107 of the 1995 Act, which had exempted waqgf
properties from the Limitation Act, 1963.

fer 1995 rfAfAIH Fr &4rRT 107 ot 3 fATT AT TEAT §, ST aF% ITAT S 1963 Y aREHAHAT
A @ gecar

* This provision allowed Waqf Boards to recover encroached land without being constrained by
the Act’s standard limitation period of 12 years.

g YTaeITsT 9% Siat ol 12 aﬁaﬁm;ﬁmm@raﬁagﬁmaﬁ%ﬁﬁﬂﬁraﬁgﬁzw
el T AT T 2T

* However, critics argue that its removal would allow encroachers to claim ownership through
adverse possession, legitimising illegal occupations.

gTeliTeh, 3TelTTIehl T ShgeTT & [oh ST 8eTU SiTel ¥ HTAFAUTHINGT FI AT Feat & FTRT TarfAca
T &TaT et ST 3TeTATC el ST, [ 3raer et aer gl Srdar|

What lies ahead?

3T T greTT?
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* Congress MP Mohammed Jawed, AIMIM chief Asaduddin Owaisi, Delhi legislator

Amanatullah Khan, and the NGO Association for Protection of Civil Rights have filed
petitions in the Supreme Court.

HIIE HGE, AIGFAS TG, THSTHITSTH TG IFHGEAIT Y, ool [aemgeh sAtadears
@1, 3R NGO Taflwere BR Wi 3w RAfae wsew o golter :1¢ F arfaw qrr g

» They contend that the legislation infringes upon constitutionally guaranteed rights to
religious freedom and property.

31T e & foh T HislsT UTfde Faeaar AR wufy & e vea srfR«RT 1 sedus s g |

* “When the constitutionality of a law is challenged, courts begin with a presumption in
favour of its validity... burden lies on the petitioner,” said Dr. Mustafa.

ST. HETHT o gT, “STd Tl Flofet hT FITfATHaT AT LAl & ST &, A 3reTercd derar & var &
AT { Y& HIH §.... SATAT FfAFTHRAT W & Tg Ay H¥el 1 AR B 1"

TOPICS COVERED GS Paper I1l: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, IS)

1. European Union envoys discuss climate action with
Indian officials

T 79 & @l o AR FfAFIRAT F | Feary FRas
q AT Y
2. Why are student visas being revoked in the U.S.?
AR 7 o1 diom 741 g fFr IR e?
3. What is the protocol for defence exports?
38T AT & forw wieksre 41 872

4. ACTREC’s CRISPR-based test detects arare blood
cancer

ACTREC T CRISPR-3THTR TH&T0T Ush gefst IFd HaaT T

U 9T §
5. Aquaculture for feeding the world

gfora Y sitorer & & v et S
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6. Avoiding collisions

T § T4
7. Rebuilding the bridge to Rameswaram

TATIH A el T GATAATOT

European Union envoys discuss
climate action with Indian officials

Joint diplomatic mission aims at reinforcing EU-India cooperation on climate action, trade, and investment, particularly

in the lead-up to future international climate talks; the attempt is to better understand India’s challenges and objectives

GS Paper lll:
a{Environment

NEW DELHI

limate envoys re-
Cpreseming Den-
mark,  Germany,

the Netherlands, Sweden,
and the European External
Action Service (EEAS) held
a series of meetings in New
Delhi earlier this week with
officials from the Prime Mi-
nister’s Office, the Minis-
tries of Environment, For-
est and Climate Change,
and New and Renewable
Energy, and representa-
tives from industry and re-
search institutions.

The joint diplomatic
mission aimed to reinforce
EU-India cooperation on
climate action, trade, and
investment, particularly in
the lead-up to future inter-
national climate negotia-
tions. Organised in coordi-
nation with the European
Commission (EC), the talks
come in the wake of the re-
cent visit by the College of
Commissioners in Febru-
ary, when Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and EC Pre-

Furthering dialogue: European Union climate envoys during a discussion with officials from the
Ministry of New and Renewable Energy in New Delhi. @MNREINDIA/X

sident Ursula von der
Layen announced expedit-
ing the conclusion of the
India-EU Free Trade Agree-
ment by 2025-end.
Speaking at a briefing on
Friday, Prince Jaime de
Bourbon de Parme, Cli-
mate Envoy for the Nether-
lands, highlighted the sig-
nificance of the
relationship. “India is an
incredibly important trad-
ing partner. We are recali-

brating and refocusing on
our partners. The EU is a
stable partner in a very dy-
namic world. Following
our meetings, we sense
that India too is extremely
receptive,” he said.
Anthony Agotha, Spe-
cial Envoy for Climate and
Environment at the EEAS,
emphasised the reliability
of the European Union.
“Coming from the EU, you
[India] do not always have

to like us. We do not have
the monopoly on virtue,
but neither on vice. What
you see is what you get. We
fulfil our treaties. As PM
Modi and the EC President
have reiterated, we are big
democracies, huge plural-
ist societies with an intent
to uphold the multi-lateral
order,” Mr. Agotha said.
This year, the 30th edi-
tion of the annual climate
meet is expected to take

place in Belem, Brazil in
November. While bilateral
meetings involving climate
envoys are not unusual,
the U.S. withdrawal from
the Paris Agreement as
well as the tariff war un-
leashed by President Do-
nald Trump has thrown up
questions on decisive fu-
ture action on climate.
The joint diplomatic
mission, organised in coor-
dination with the Euro-
pean Commission, comes
in the wake of the recent
visit by the college of Euro-
pean Commissioners in Fe-
bruary. The five European
envoys travelled to Delhi
not only to underline that
the EU is staying the course
on its clean transition but
also to listen to and better
understand India’s chal-
lenges and objectives with
a view to the further diplo-
matic strengthening of In-
dia-EU cooperation on
multilateral climate diplo-
macy and bilateral climate
related trade and invest-
ment, an accompanying
statement added.

European Union envoys discuss climate action with Indian
officials

IO w9 & gl A AR rfwRaAt & @y srerarg FRas )
T4t

Joint diplomatic mission aims at reinforcing EU-India cooperation on
climate action, trade, and investment, particularly in the lead-up to
future international climate talks; the attempt is to better understand
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India’s challenges and objectives.

YT TSI AT T 3687 #IAsT Y AT Feary araisi § wger
STeary FIETS, SR 3R fder o M So-3Ra WgaheT Ft ASqd FHIT
¥, SHST YA HRa Y AT 3 IRt F dgaw HS ¥

e Climate envoys representing Denmark, Germany, the Netherlands, Sweden, and the
European External Action Service (EEAS) held a series of meetings in New Delhi earlier this
week with officials from the Prime Minister’s Office, the Ministries of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change, and New and Renewable Energy, and representatives from industry
and research institutions.

ST, A, Hewals, Tlser 3R T arE7 FarE @41 (EEAS) 1 Sfafaftica et arer
STAaTy gl o S8 HeATg 1 eI H 715 el # werrersrst Frteryr, gafawor, ao 3R ey
aRader Farerd, 7T 3R FfFohT F9t Fre, 3R 36T 9 I EE & gttt &
T T8 §&h Hi

e The joint diplomatic mission aimed to reinforce EU-India cooperation on climate action,

trade, and investment, particularly in the lead-up to future international climate
negotiations.

HYFl Tl deh TARIET T 32T A §0 & HfasT Y HATRTSET STeary araiait & ggel Fearg
FNATS, SR 3T fder ) AT FO-3ReT TEENT 1 AT el T

e Organised in coordination with the European Commission (EC), the talks come in the wake
of the recent visit by the College of Commissioners in February, when Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and EC President Ursula von der Leyen announced expediting the
conclusion of the India-EU Free Trade Agreement by 2025-end.

U AT (EC) oh FH-aT & M I Tl SIad H AT F AGFal & Plelsl T gTior
ITHT & ST &S, ST TTTHA 713G Aal 3R $H 3rCTaT SHeT afel 3 AT o 2025 F Hd Th HRA-
$g HFd SATIR FASA T AMer GHTCT i Y o 6y 7|

e Speaking at a briefing on Friday, Prince Jaime de Bourbon de Parme, Climate Envoy for
the Netherlands, highlighted the significance of the relationship.

YFAR HI T ST 7 AeTelsH F FTorarg g B Aot 3 afder 3t anef & 57 Ay & Fgea &
I@ifehd fed|
e “India is an incredibly important trading partner. We are recalibrating and refocusing on our

partners. The EU is a stable partner in a very dynamic world. Following our meetings, we
sense that India too is extremely receptive,” he said.

3T6iol eT, “HRA Ueh d6G Hgca Ul SATITR WIHAGR ¢ | §H 379 AHIGRT W YoT: €Tl shiged &Y
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HR 8t g Tgorelier &1”

e Anthony Agotha, Special Envoy for Climate and Environment at the EEAS, emphasised
the reliability of the European Union.

EEAS % Sararg 3R 9afaRor Arel & ey g vyel vt & gy @ r freaweiadar o g
feam|

e “Coming from the EU, you [India] do not always have to like us. We do not have the
monopoly on virtue, but neither on vice. What you see is what you get. We fulfil our treaties.
As PM Modi and the EC President have reiterated, we are big democracies, huge pluralist
societies with an intent to uphold the multilateral order,” Mr. Agotha said.

TINAT ¥ g, “GAINT TG F e & AT, 3TIHT (TRe) & §HAT THE, FAT AR 78T & §HAR 91 o
ar sifarear &1 3R 7 €1 IS F1 TSR § | 3 39 @A § a8 39! AT §1 &7 39
FAglal F e &) Sar 6 veareaE A 3R Y srewet o ST §, 8 98 AleddacA®,
TgeaTarl FATS are €, 3R agwaiia sgaeyr 1 gAe W@ & fav gfdeey E

e This year, the 30th edition of the annual climate meet is expected to take place in Belem,
Brazil in November.

5H Y, AT STerarg GFAT T 3081 HEHIOT Aqa # FTeitel & doidd H AT et 1 371G
gl

e While bilateral meetings involving climate envoys are not unusual, the U.S. withdrawal from
the Paris Agreement as well as the tariff war unleashed by President Donald Trump has
thrown up questions on decisive future action on climate.

FAFIA § geat 3R Isgufer Seares €0 garT % v a0 ARG Forr F sfysy Fr Fraaryg FREE |
98X FaTer TS W T

e The joint diplomatic mission, organised in coordination with the European Commission,
comes in the wake of the recent visit by the college of European Commissioners in
February.

TR AT o AT H AT Tg FYercd ATl eh TR BIadt 7 AT AT & HrgFail
& FiolsT 1 gTieraT T F §1¢ 3T B

e The five European envoys travelled to Delhi not only to underline that the EU is staying the
course on its clean transition but also to listen to and better understand India’s challenges
and objectives with a view to further diplomatic strengthening of India-EU cooperation on
multilateral climate diplomacy and bilateral climate-related trade and investment, an
accompanying statement added.

ier AT gt F feelt it amm s a8 e & forw 717 &1 6 g w9 3raa Faes AT &
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AT R A3 B, afeen afere o v arfer & s hr gitfarat 3iv 35geal 1 o | 3R dost 7@,
aTieh sgueii Serary Feafa 3R gfavair srearg-§ waftra IR i fAder W aRa-§g e
Fr 3R 3T Feafas w0 & Asrqy a1 51 &, TA1 U et 31+ H &gl 147

Why are student
visas being
revokedin U.S.?

What is Trump’s ‘Catch and Revoke’
programme? How many foreign
students are enrolled in the US.?

[GS Paper lil: India-US|
Narayan Lakshman

The story so far:
he Trump administration has cracked
T down on the visas of anyone suspected
of being involved in campus protests or
otherwise linked, howsoever loosely, to
advocating for human rights in Gaza.

What is the U.S. policy on student visas?
Addressing the student visa revocation issue,
U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio recently
noted that nobody had a right to a U.S. visa,
adding, “...We have seen on campuses across the
country where students literally cannot go to
school... buildings are being taken over,
activities going on — this is clearly an organised
movement. And if you are in this country on a
student visa and are a participant in those
movements, we have a right to deny your visa.”

Under the aegis of the U.S. Immigration and
Nationality Act of 1952, the Secretary of State has
the authority to revoke visas of foreigners
deemed a threat. According to reports, U.S.
immigration officials are now said to be also
scrutinising new applications for academic (F),
exchange (J), and vocational (M) visas, with the
intention of refusing visas to those associated
with such protests.

Under the second Trump administration’s
so-called ‘Catch and Revoke’ programme, Mr.
Rubio noted that by March 27, the State

) Department had
The State Department  ajready revoked
is said to be using the visas of more
Al-assisted reviews of than 300

in-country foreign
students. Reports
suggest there are
Indian students too
on the list. There
were reportedly

social media posts by
foreign students in the
U.S. to decide who
among them might
qualify for visa

revocation followed by  3,31,600 Indian
deportation to their students in the U.S.
country of origin in the 2023-24
academic year,
nrnmedieme b tlha TT O Céndn T v

according to the U.S. State Department
numbers. Under the ‘Catch and Revoke’
programme, linked to President Donald Trump
signing an executive order in January to counter
“anti-Semitic” movements on university
campuses, the State Department is said to be
using Al-assisted reviews of social media posts
by foreign students to decide who among them
might qualify for visa revocation followed by
deportation to their country of origin.

In this context, the Trump White House has
also signalled its seriousness of intent by
tightening the screws in multiple spheres against
major U.S. universities, including by cutting
hundreds of millions of dollars in annual federal
government support to Columbia University,
University of Pennsylvania and Johns Hopkins,
among others.

How does the govt. monitor such enrolment?
According to the Migration Policy Institute, the
number of international students enrolled in
U.S. colleges and universities has experienced
strong overall growth, soaring from 26,000
international students in 1949-50 to nearly 1.1
million in 2019-20. International students also
increased as a share of all students enrolled in
U.S. higher education: from 1% to nearly 6%
during the same period.

Following the discovery that one of the 9/11
hijackers had entered the U.S. on a student visa
but never attended class, the Student and
Exchange Visitor Information System (SEVIS)
was set up in 2003 to “collect, maintain, and
manage information about all foreign students
and exchange visitors” in the country. To this
date, SEVIS requires all schools to “submit and
regularly update student information in a
central database that can be accessed by the
government; students who do not appear or
who stop attending classes can have their visas
revoked and face deportation.” In this context,
the list of universities at which foreign students
have had their visas revoked is long and
growing. Besides the above, it includes Arizona
State, Georgetown University, University of
Minnesota, Cornell etc.

What are the challenges to the policy?

The question of legal remedies is a complex one
in this case given that the present immigration
enforcement action is not directed against U.S.
citizens but against foreigners.

Nevertheless, last week the American Civil
Liberties Union published an open letter asking
universities to stand up to federal government
pressure including surveillance or threats to
international students and faculty. The group of
academics noted that the protests were defined
as protected free speech and assembly,
guaranteed under the U.S. Constitution’s First
Amendment. Additionally, the American
Association of University Professors and the
Middle East Studies Association are reported to
have filed lawsuits against the Trump
administration, arguing that targeting students
based on their views is unconstitutional and
detrimental to academic freedom. Despite this,
comments by Mr. Rubio suggest that unless
challenged in court, the revocation programme
could continue for the foreseeable future.

Why are student visas
being revoked in the
Uu.S.?

IARFT A S a1 Fa7
e fFu @ g?

The Trump administration
has initiated a crackdown
on visas of individuals
suspected of participating
in campus protests or
being linked to advocacy
for human rights in Gaza.

TFY YATH o 3 eafFaal &
ISt O HRETg Y& & S
I vt A T A AT
TSI # ATAAITOFHRY A
FHTAd & 3 8 F HaE A B

What is Trump’s ‘Catch and
Revoke’ programme?

<Y &1 '$9 s Naw
FIRIFH FIAT 87

. Under the 'Catch and
Revoke' programme, the U.S. State
Department is revoking visas of
foreign students involved in protests

deemed disruptive. ‘& U3 Rars
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ATl STTeT aTel YRt & e &

By March 27, over 300 foreign students had their visas revoked. 27 AT de, 300 &
3118 facel oHET & e 3eg fhu arw |

Reports indicate that Indian students are among those affected. RaTef & 3TaR, wsTiad
ST # ARNT o1F ¢ enfAer g1

How many foreign students are enrolled in the U.S.?

AN 7 fFas facel o a=ifFa &2

In the 2023-24 academic year, the U.S. hosted over 1.1 million international students, an

all-time high. 2023-24 &10Te a¥ &, 3@RFT 7 1.1 Afoma & 318 3cRasaT a7 9,
S 376 o T T ATH g

India became the top source of international students, with 331,602 Indian students,

surpassing China. $TRd 331,602 R BT31 & 1Y RIS ST &7 Y Y o 73T,
forer et A i oS =)

What is the U.S. policy on student visas?

AR A o fieT W} Afa F=aTd?

U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio stated that participation in organized campus
movements could lead to visa denial or revocation. 3R faeer #r ATl Tt o Far
o TS S JMTetall & AT ot I ST 3EARR IT I6G &1 e o

The Immigration and Nationality Act of 1952 grants the Secretary of State authority to
revoke visas of foreigners deemed a threat. 1952 3T SfHIARNT TS AAITolcT Tae fager HAT
T WART HTel SATeT el TG RIAT o dISTT 368 Fet I HTURR &l

Immigration officials are scrutinizing new applications for academic (F), exchange (J),
and vocational (M) visas to identify associations with protests. 33T 3THRT

3TPIETAS (F), TaFaeT (J), 3R saraai@es (M) d1St & AT MTdesT s Sird T 3@ & difeh
Fe T & Sf3 ST T TgHe I ST e |

How does the government monitor such enrollment?

TIEHR 3 AE & ATHIGT Y TR 4 FTat 82

The Student and Exchange Visitor Information System (SEVIS), established in 2003,
collects and manages information about all foreign students and exchange visitors. 2003
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H TUITUT TEST US oAl [Afoled Wi FEeH (SEVIS) Tl facel ol 3R verast

AfSed Fr FTRY T 3R yafa axar gl

Schools are required to regularly update student information in this central database;
students who fail to appear or stop attending classes may have their visas revoked and

face deportation. Fell ! $H HFEIT STEH H BT SRR [HATAT T { 3IST FLA il
&; ST ©TF 39T 76T &1 IT HATAT I HI9T AT 96 X ocl o, SoToh ATSAT IGG 19T SfT Tl &
3R 3¢ [aTHT ST ATHAT HLAT IS v B

What are the challenges to the policy?

39 siifar & W Fa galfaar 82

Legal remedies are complex since the enforcement actions target foreigners, not U.S.
citizens. STeeil 3T STl § FiTeh Taciel IATSAT AT AR T 76T, Sioh
fagfRrat o3 arfera &1

The American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) has urged universities to resist federal
pressure, arguing that protests are protected free speech under the First Amendment.

AR Fafdel feredisr gt (ACLU) & faRafdeareral & HElY gaTa T [aUe it &
3Targ 2T &, F€ e &l G b Sereletl ohl r2rad HalereT o el WX Hercl $T90T AT SHrcll
gl

Faculty unions and academic associations have filed lawsuits against the administration,
claiming that targeting students based on their views is unconstitutional and harms

academic freedom. %ehed! Zfazat 3R AeTiOen Hel = FeMTHeT & el HehcH SRR fhT
€, g araT A<l §U ok ST 1 3eTeh fAaRY o TR W SHf@ie et sredenfaies § 3l

QYeTONR FITIAT T eIl TNl & |
Despite these challenges, comments by Mr. Rubio suggest that unless legally contested,

the revocation programme may continue. 3o goifcrdl & Tasle, AT a2y #hr feoaiorar
Hahel el § o afe Siefett & @ oAl 787 &Y 918, A IS e el T H1dshal ST 6
eI
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What is the protocol for defence exports?

What are the rules laid down in the Handbook on India’s Strategic Trade Control Systems? Why is

there a ‘harmonised list’ on export control of dual-use and military items, including software and
technologies? What is the primary objective of strategic export controls on defence equipment?

|GS Paper lii: External Sector |
Dinakar Peri

The story so far:
ndia’s robust legal and regulatory
framework on strategic trade continues to
guide overseas commercial ventures by its
companies, the Ministry of External
Affairs said last week. It was responding to a U.S.
media report it termed “factually incorrect and
misleading”, which claimed that Defence Public
Sector Undertaking (DPSU) Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited (HAL) supplied items
sourced from a British firm to Russia.

What did the MEA say?

The MEA said the Indian entity mentioned in the
report has scrupulously followed all its
international obligations on strategic trade
controls and end-user commitments. It
observed that the report had tried to “frame
issues and distort facts” to suit a “political
narrative”. This is not the first time such an
allegation has been made. There have been
similar allegations in the last couple of years,
since the beginning of the Ukraine war in 2022.

Why is the regulation important?
The primary objective of strategic trade
controls/export controls is to prevent the

Effective
export
controls are
critical as
India looks
o
significantly
expand its
defence
exports

Larger scale: A model of a Brahmos missile on display at Aero India 2025, at

the Yelahanka Air Force Station in Bengaluru, on February

12.pm1

proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction
(WMD) and their delivery systems, as well as the
uncontrolled transfer of conventional
arms/military items, states the Handbook on
India’s Strategic Trade Control Systems released
by the Directorate General of Foreign Trade
(DGFT), under the Ministry of Commerce and
Industry. “Accordingly, India maintains a
harmonised list on export control of dual-use
and military items, including software and
technologies, having potential civilian/industrial
applications as well as military and WMD use. It
is restricted/permitted under an export
authorisation or licence (unless specifically
exempted), except for certain items that are
prohibited,” it states.

Effective export controls are critical as India
looks to significantly expand its defence exports
with a current target of reaching ¥50,000 crore
by 2029. On April 1, the Defence Ministry
announced that defence exports have hit a new
high of 323,622 crore for FY 2024-25, a growth of
32,539 crore or 12.04% over the previous
financial year. The government, in the last few
years, has taken a series of steps to boost
exports by simplifying licensing requirements.
As reported by The Hindu, defence sources had
stressed that in the initial days of the Gaza
offensive, Israel had requested artillery shells
but India took a policy decision not to supply
themy; it similarly decided to stay neutral
between Russia and Ukraine and took a stand to
not supply “kinetic equipment” to either of
them.

How does the licensing system work?

India is a member-signatory to international
conventions on disarmament and
non-proliferation such as the Chemical Weapons
Convention (CWC) and Biological Weapons
Convention (BWC). India is also a member of
major multilateral export control regimes — the
Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR), the
Wassenaar Arrangement on munitions and
military items; and the Australia Group on
biological and chemical items. In line with this,
India maintains a list of items controlled for
export under the Special Chemicals, Organisms,
Materials, Equipment and Technologies

(SCOMET) list. There are eight categories under
the SCOMET list and the Department of Defence
Production (DDP) issues authorisation for export
of Munitions List items covered in Category 6.

According to a December 2024 report, the
Defence Secretary informed the Parliamentary
standing committee, “I will tell you very briefly
that we are exporting to more than 100
countries and most of them are done by our
PSUs. But now the private sector is also coming
forward. The major platforms we have done are
Dornier 228 aircraft, 155 mm advanced towed
artillery gun, Brahmos missile, Akash missiles,
radar simulators, Pinaka rockets etc. There are
many things, but most of the exports are
PSU-driven.”

What are the steps taken to boost exports?
Various policy measures have been adopted to
ease the approval/certifications for Indian firms
for defence production while maintaining
effective controls. The Defence Products list
requiring industrial licences has been
rationalised and the manufacture of most of the
parts or components does not require an
industrial licence. A Defence Production and
Export Promotion Policy has also been
formulated. The DDP issues the authorisation
for export of items on the Munitions List. In a
written reply to Parliament in February 2023,
the Defence Ministry stated that, “These
equipment are exported to different countries
all over the world. Names of the countries with
whom contracts have been signed and
negotiations held cannot be divulged due to
strategic reasons.”

The Defence Ministry further informed the
standing committee that the standard operating
procedures for export have been streamlined,
an Export Promotion Cell has been set up and
DPSUs have been assigned geographical areas
for marketing. A Defence Export Promotion
Scheme was launched in 2018 to promote Make
in India products. A complete end-to-end online
portal for receiving and processing export
authorisation permission has been developed.
‘The applications submitted on this portal are
digitally signed and the authorisation is also
issued digitally, improving the pace, according
to the Defence Ministry. “The requirement of
government signed End User Certification in
cases of providing engineering services (transfer
of technology) related to Munitions List to
Wassenaar Arrangement (WA) countries has
been dispensed with,” the Defence Ministry said.

What is the protocol for defence exports?

& faTa & v gieisia Farg?

India’s robust legal and regulatory framework on strategic trade
continues to guide overseas commercial ventures by its companies,
the Ministry of External Affairs said last week.

e weare feer Fare & Fe1 i R 7 FAsra Fefe AR fAamwF arn
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e |t was responding to a U.S. media report it termed “factually incorrect and misleading”,
which claimed that Defence Public Sector Undertaking (DPSU) Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited (HAL) supplied items sourced from a British firm to Russia.

Ig aTeT ARG AfFar R & Srara 7 a1, 7 776 o “qeaedws w9 § 7aq 3R
ST ST, Toraa &gl arn o fh HAL & & Y fafeer wat @ e awqe st

What did the MEA say?
faer AT o 4T FEl?

e The MEA said the Indian entity mentioned in the report has scrupulously followed all its
international obligations on strategic trade controls and end-user commitments.

faeer #a1erT & Tt fF ROE & 3feaf@a arRaT gear & Wwifas samar =T 3k vs-
T gfaaeran3it oY 379e iy HaRredrT 1feal a1 Q¥ a¥g Urelet fahar &

o It observed that the report had tried to “frame issues and distort facts” to suit a “political
narrative”.

S8 I o gt foh RUTE o “FET Y gt I AT Y A1S-FAAZA” 1 AR T § aifeh v
“TTSTeiifaeh HYUT FI TErar AT ST Teh|
e This is not the first time such an allegation has been made.

g ggll IR ALY § ST VAT 3R 1910 31T & |

e There have been similar allegations in the last couple of years, since the beginning of
the Ukraine war in 2022.

2022 # Fhel JoH YT Bl & I1e A el o avt & 36l e & JRT 9T 70

Why is the regulation important?

7 fAgae F41 Agca ol 87

o The primary objective of strategic trade controls/export controls is to prevent the
proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD) and their delivery systems, as
well as the uncontrolled transfer of conventional arms/military items.

Worehfaes s faor/faaia fae=or &1 vy 358 sawere §faant (WMD) 3R 3+
YT Jonferat & JHR Y Aehed TAT IRIRF FRATRY AT aeq3it & Al gecialor H
AT B

e India maintains a harmonised list on export control of dual-use and military items,
including software and technologies, having potential civilian/industrial applications as
well as military and WMD use.

HRA aXgY 39T AR e aegat, foae AiFeaay 3k wieafafear anfae 8, & faata
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It is restricted/permitted under an export authorisation or licence, unless specifically
exempted, except for certain items that are prohibited.

Ig T e Mftaor a1 asdd & dgd /3 BT §, 919 o [ Ry v @
T 1 & TS &Y, T QU fAfvgy 3 gl €

Effective export controls are critical as India looks to significantly expand its defence
exports with a current target of reaching ¥50,000 crore by 2029.

R 3797 & AT 3T 2029 a$€50,oooma$q§mﬁasa&wa;m, CEICIRC RG]
fA=T=roT I 3T HEeaquT AT B
On April 1, the Defence Ministry announced that defence exports have hit a new high

of ¥23,622 crore for FY 2024-25, a growth of ¥2,539 crore or 12.04% over the previous
year.

1 373 T 8T FHATE o BIYOT 1 o FY 2024-25 # T8T A did 223,622 08 I 9g
T, ST TASel a¥ & Jolall # 2,539 FUT I7 12.04% I Jefar gl

India took a policy decision not to supply artillery shells to Israel and also to stay
neutral between Russia and Ukraine and not supply kinetic equipment to either.

R o $IISel Y AT & el 7 Nofod AR TH-Fehel Ja¥ A TTY 4 e 1 Aferara
oot foram 3R forddY &t oY Tde 39T A8t A 1 haer faT|

How does the licensing system work?

ATSH AT YUTTelT FA HTH HCAl 872

India is a member-signatory to international conventions on disarmament and non-
proliferation such as the Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC) and Biological
Weapons Convention (BWC).

3R T AR FFA (CWC) 3R sifaw gRR g& e« (BWC) 5i&
IITATITHIVT 3 VAR A HfOeT A Fasiat 7 weea &

India is also a member of major multilateral export control regimes — the Missile
Technology Control Regime (MTCR), the Wassenaar Arrangement, and the
Australia Group.

$Rd MTCR, Wassenaar Arrangement 31X Australia Group ﬁ@m@&ﬁ'ﬂ'ﬁ’q‘ﬁ
fAi=ToT sgawT 7 oy TeTT B

India maintains a list of items controlled for export under the Special Chemicals,
Organisms, Materials, Equipment and Technologies (SCOMET) list.

HRT SCOMET (faehy @mret, sfta, wmereft, suaor 3k wigford) g & qga e &
fore foraifire aeqait i g ST W@ g

There are eight categories under the SCOMET list and the Department of Defence
Production (DDP) issues authorisation for Munitions List items (Category 6).
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SCOMET =t # 8 AfSram giclt & 31k Tam 3eureet femmer (DDP) a7 w&h (4ot 6) # 311
arelt aEg3it & for wiftravor SRt 3T 2

e According to a December 2024 report, the Defence Secretary informed that India is
exporting to more than 100 countries, mostly by PSUs, but the private sector is also
joining.
fewax 2024 # RelE & 37aR, Tawm afFra & STy & 3 R 100 @ rftrs et a0t
AT T T &, SIS’ PSU & ATEIH W, AfeheT forsiY & off 31meY 31 @I 8

e The major platforms include Dornier 228 aircraft, 155 mm advanced towed artillery
gun, Brahmos missile, Akash missiles, radar simulators, Pinaka rockets.

A& Toehid A Aferax 228 Rwme, 155 el amyfas o, searw A, smemr
framsel, R Reae, Rere Wew anfaa 8|

Pa la

a
www.patrioticias.in

What are the steps taken to boost exports?

faaTa Je= & o =1 FgH 31T AT E?

o Various policy measures have been adopted to ease approval/certifications for Indian
firms for defence production, while maintaining effective controls.

T&TT ScTeet o foIT TR haferdt T Fellepfal/ AT TfhaT Y TIA el 6 [ fdeet
AT 39T 379w aTw §, arer € warE) AT off ST 3@r A g

o The Defence Products list requiring industrial licences has been rationalised, and
most components now do not require licences.

AT ATFHA Y ITARIHAT dTel T&TT 3euTe T T dH|I FoT127 1T § 3R 39
1fRremier gait & fovaAtor & fore arsdw & raeaear 781 81

o A Defence Production and Export Promotion Policy has been formulated and DDP
issues authorisation for Munitions List items.

Teh T&TT 3c916e 3R frid fcwmger aifer R hr a1$ & 31k DDP e et Y awgait &
T yiftreRor Sy e |

e In February 2023, the Defence Ministry informed Parliament that details of countries
with whom contracts are signed cannot be revealed due to strategic reasons.

HIEY 2023 H I&T HATE o THE T T 3 T 0T 6 A1 Irefaier O &, Ieieh 1A
O Ifa® FRON T 3APR 8T fhT 57 Tahd |

e The standard operating procedures for export have been streamlined, an Export
Promotion Cell has been set up, and DPSUs assigned geographical areas for
marketing.

forater & AT waTerer fthansit S weligd fhar o &, v e Wicaee gwies
TATRS o 31T §, 3R DPSUs & fagurer & farw sitanfares &Y= amafea fpo v g1

o A Defence Export Promotion Scheme was launched in 2018 to promote Make in India
products.

AF 3T 33T 3cUTeT 1 Ferar 31 & fow 2018 F T&T AT WicHTger AT & HT 73|
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e A complete end-to-end online portal has been developed for export authorisation,
making the process digital and faster.

ferater wiftraor & fore e woqet siferarger diéer fasn @ fomar o &, forad afshar
Rfea iR aT s

e The requirement of government-signed End User Certification for engineering
services related to Munitions List to Wassenaar Arrangement countries has been
dispensed with.

ET Al & gaf geitfaraRer Fanait & faT Wassenaar Arrangement @1 1 TR&FR
CART FEATRTRA US JIX TATOTIH hT HTTLThcT 1 geT & arar 3|
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ACTREC’s CRISPR-based test
detects arare blood cancer

The new test developed using CRISPR technology can quickly and accurately diagnose acute promyelocytic leukemia (APL),
a rare and aggressive form of leukemia, under three hours and costs less than existing tests

|GS Paper lil: S&T

Syed K. Hasan
Akash Maity

cute promyelo-

cytic leukemia

(APL) is a rare

and aggressive
form of leukemia, a cancer
that affects blood cells. It is
caused by a genetic muta-
tion where two genes, PML
and RARA, mistakenly fuse
together. The fusion of the
two genes leads to the pro-
duction of fewer white
blood cells and platelets,
which reduces the body’s
ability to fight infections
and control bleeding.

What sets this cancer
apart from other types of
cancer is that it can cause
severe internal bleeding in
organs such as the lungs
and brain, which can result
in death within a few days
if not treated immediately.
But the brighter side is that
acute promyelocytic leuke-
mia is highly curable if
diagnosed and treated ear-
ly. Current treatments can
cure most patients.

Acute  promyelocytic
leukemia (APL) is a sub-
type of acute myeloid leu-
kemia (AML) and accounts
for about 10-15% of newly
diagnosed AML cases. At
Tata Memorial Hospital,
we see nearly 50-60 new
APL cases annually. The
median age at diagnosis is
around 34 years, with a
male: female ratio of 1.5:1.

The problem, however,
is that the tests that are cur-
rently available to diagnose
this rare type of blood can-
cer take a long time, which
delays life-saving treat-
ment. Moreover, these
tests require expensive ma-
chines and trained special-
ists, making them difficult

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road,

)
.

g
~4\8

p 3 |
213

#

to use in smaller hospitals,
rural areas, and develop-
ing countries.

Using the CRISPR tech-
nology, our team at AC-
TREC, the cancer research
division of Tata Memorial
Hospital, Mumbai, has de-
veloped a new test called
RAPID-CRISPR, which can
quickly and accurately
diagnose this cancer type.
Given the limitations of the
currently available tests,
the test developed at AC-
TREC can deliver results in
under three hours, costs
less than existing tests, and
does not require complex
laboratory  equipment.
While the name RAPID-
CRISPR reflects the speed
of diagnosis, RAPID stands
for Redefined Apl IDentifi-
cation. The study, which
was supported by the De-
partment of Atomic Ener-
gy, has been published in
the journal Blood
Advances.

Besides gene
editing, CRISPR
can be used
for molecular
diagnosis

Putting the CRISPR
technology to good use

Acute promyelocytic leukemia (APL) is a rare and aggressive

form of leukemia

u Acute promyelocytic
leukemia (APL) is caused by a
genetic mutation where two
genes — PML and RARA —
mistakenly fuse together

u The RAPID-CRISPR
test developed

by ACTREC, Tata
Memorial Hospital,

can quickly and
accurately diagnose
this cancer type, and

is inexpensive

® The test is nearly 100%
sensitive and specific with
almost nil risk of false
positives or false negatives

The CRISPR-based tech-
nology has two applica-
tions — besides the well-
known role of gene editing,
CRISPR can also be used
for molecular diagnosis. In
this case, the RAPID-
CRISPR test is added to a
patient’s peripheral blood
sample in a test tube. The
test looks for the cancer-
causing PML-RARA gene
mutation, which is the
cause of this rare blood
cancer, in the sample and
automatically cuts it. The
process of detection of the
mutation and cutting it
triggers a signal that is de-
tected using a simple, easy-
to-read strip similar to a
home pregnancy test.

Peripheral blood is suffi-
cient for the diagnosis in
80% of cases. In 20% of
cases where the white
blood cell count is very low
(less than 1,000 cells per
microlitre; normal range is
4,000-10,000 cells per mi-
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o Results are displayed on

a simple lateral flow strip,
similar to a COVID-19 test

B The RAPID-CRISPR test
correctly identified the blood
cancer in 134 clinical samples
u The test can detect APL even
when a single copy of PML-
RARAis present in a sample
thus making it 10 times more
sensitive than the currently
used test

m Currently, the test uses three
strips for the detection of three
isoforms (bcrl, ber2, and ber3)
of PML-RARA using a single
blood sample

crolitre), bone marrow as-
piration is an ideal sample
for diagnosis.

Since the test is de-
signed to detect the muta-
tion, it has nearly 100%
sensitivity and specificity
with almost nil risk of false
positives or false negatives.
Unlike the currently availa-
ble test that requires spe-
cialised equipment to ex-
tract and amplify the
genetic material, the RA-
PID-CRISPR test uses a sim-
ple process that works di-
rectly on patient samples.
Hence, the test does not re-
quire extensive laboratory
setups, expensive ma-
chines, or highly trained
personnel, thereby making
the test affordable and ac-
cessible to people. The re-
sults are displayed on a
simple lateral flow strip (si-
milar to a COVID-19 test),
making it easy for doctors
to read and act quickly.

Our team evaluated the

RAPID-CRISPR test on 134
clinical samples, and in ev-
ery case, the test correctly
identified the blood cancer
without any mistakes. Im-
pressively, it detected even
when a single copy of PML-
RARA was present in a
sample, thus making the
RAPID-CRISPR  test 10
times more sensitive than
the currently used gold-
standard test (RQ-PCR).

Many hospitals and clin-
ics in developing countries
lack the resources to per-
form complex genetic
tests, leading to delays in
diagnosis and even deaths
where the patients could
be saved if the cancer were
detected at an early stage.
The RAPID-CRISPR test
can bridge this gap and en-
sure that patients receive
the right treatment as soon
as possible.

Currently, the test uses
three strips for the detec-
tion of three isoforms
(berl, ber2, and ber3) of
PML-RARA using a single
blood sample. Our team is
working to optimise the as-
say for a single-tube reac-
tion that can detect iso-
forms using a single strip.

Since the test does not

rely on complex technolo-
gy, we hope that with
further development, this
test can become a standard
tool in hospitals. The team
also intends to refine the
technology to make it even
easier to use, potentially al-
lowing at-home testing in
the future.
(Syed K. Hasan is Professor
at Advanced Centre for
Treatment, Research and
Education in Cancer, Tata
Memorial Centre, Mumbai,
and Akash Maity is a PhD
scholar at ACTREC)
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ACTREC’s CRISPR-based test detects a rare blood cancer

ACTREC %T CRISPR-HTUTRA q1&T0T Teh el 87 Tohel hET T Il
AT

The new test developed using CRISPR technology can quickly and
accurately diagnose acute promyelocytic leukemia (APL), arare and
aggressive form of leukemia, under three hours and costs less than
existing tests.

CRISPR dsiler T 39T F s fad frar aram g 737 gdiaor i ae &
%H AT A acute promyelocytic leukemia (APL), a’rﬁ?wg—e'msﬁt
HTHIAF TR HT eGH AT §, F1 oot 3R T8F e X aavar ¢ 3 a5
FHisar afaTor ¥ wEar g

Acute promyelocytic leukemia (APL) is a rare and aggressive form of leukemia, a
cancer that affects blood cells.

Acute promyelocytic leukemia (APL), ogeh HET T Teh gelst 3T THHAF &9 g, ST &
FIAFI3N T TafaT T B

It is caused by a genetic mutation where two genes, PML and RARA, mistakenly fuse
together.

Ig Ueh HIATAF ScTRA o HROTBIdT &, [THH PML A RARA ATH &l SiieT arefelt &
3o H I3 1 &

The fusion of the two genes leads to the production of fewer white blood cells and
platelets, which reduces the body’s ability to fight infections and control bleeding.

T Gleil Sttt o el ¥ R H a4 W FRAFIT AR cATATH FH ao7dt 8, [STHH FshaAoT
¥ of=ay 3R Eaara & AT e S iR ar#ar g s B

What sets this cancer apart is that it can cause severe internal bleeding in organs like
the lungs and brain, which can lead to death within a few days if not treated
immediately.

IE FE 3T T 37191 3TTAT ¢ Fifr Ig el 3 Afease oid 3191 & 713ii saRe
TFAATT Y Fehell ©, ToTEH TR I SeiroT of &1 ot T € foail & Heg &7 el B
The brighter side is that APL is highly curable if diagnosed and treated early.
3BT 91T g © o IR Sred faverer 3R garmeT fovar 5w ot APL it o e fohar o1

Thar gl
Current treatments can cure most patients.

IIATA Selrot 3rfAFTer AN F S T har B
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APL is a subtype of acute myeloid leukemia (AML) and accounts for about 10-15% of
newly diagnosed AML cases.

APL, acute myeloid leukemia (AML) T Ueh YR § 3R IJg 7§ AML & ATHAT & AN
10-15% & forw fSeaeR §1

At Tata Memorial Hospital, around 50-60 new APL cases are seen annually.

e ARRIS FETAT H &Y ATl SIHIT 50-60 AT APL ATHA W T & |

The median age at diagnosis is around 34 years, with a male: female ratio of 1.5:1.
foveTel & Tara T sitara 3Ty aaretar 34 9 giel § 3R oW AR 3oy 1.5:1 gl ¢
Current tests take a long time, delaying life-saving treatment.

AT qRETOT & agd AT ST §, T Sftaer et 3TAR A S g &

These tests require expensive machines and trained specialists, making them
difficult to use in rural or small hospitals.

SoT TIETOT & A 39T 31T afIfeaT fawat i 3maeaerar gt &, f59a se¢ ammat ar
BIE YTl H SR FHIAT HRFel g1 ST B

Using CRISPR technology, ACTREC developed a new test called RAPID-CRISPR to
guickly and accurately diagnose APL.

CRISPR d®sile &l 39319T i ACTREC & RAPID-CRISPR ATH Teh AJT GI&T0T
e fad o Sit APL & ae 3R a1 fera a2

The RAPID-CRISPR test gives results in under 3 hours, costs less, and does not
require complex lab equipment.

RAPID-CRISPR 91&10T 3 §¢ & F AT H YRUMH ST §, F7 @dten ¢ iR ARk o
3YRIUIT Y HTIIFHdT T8l ardT|

RAPID stands for Redefined APL Identification.
RAPID & Addd & Redefined APL Identification |

The study was supported by the Department of Atomic Energy and published in the

journal Blood Advances.

Ig TEYIeT GIATY] FaAT fAeTer gart AT 41 3R 38 Blood Advances #ATHe i3 &
SehTTRIcT feha ara |

CRISPR technology is also used for molecular diagnosis, apart
from gene editing.

CRISPR da&elle &l 3TA9T SiieT vi2feer & 3ramar 3murfaes g & T
ofr forar ST B

In this test, RAPID-CRISPR is added to a patient’s blood sample in a test tube.
58 G&TUT 7 RAPID-CRISPR #Y #IST & Y& & a3 & ¢¥c TS A SIST Sf1dm &1

The test looks for PML-RARA gene mutation and automatically cuts it, triggering a
signal detected by a strip similar to a pregnancy test.
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I TETUT PML-RARA Sfiet 7Eer &l @iatdlr § 31 38 ¥ae: Fiedr §, orad T Hohd
3o gidT & fora arerTarar adietor St fRew & ger Sirar g1

o Peripheral blood is sufficient in 80% of cases for diagnosis.
80% AT # IR & [T & forw gaiea gar g

e In 20% cases, where white blood cell count is very low (<1,000 cells/microlitre),
bone marrow aspiration is needed.

20% mzﬁﬁaﬁaaamﬁfﬂwsﬁ#rmagam(q,ooowﬁrmﬁwg’l‘cfr%,
ggr a1eT AR TRRaereT 39T giar B

o The test has nearly 100% sensitivity and specificity, with almost no false positives
or negatives.

=g 16707 T WagsTefierdar 3ilv faRrsear sersrer 100% & 31k 55 e gifafe ar Feifea
FY HHTGAT AN &

¢ Unlike current tests, RAPID-CRISPR works directly on patient samples without
amplification or extraction, and does not require trained personnel.

aIATe TET0T & fIudid, RAPID-CRISPR et & aefet ax WYYt &1 e 8, foreat
T TAF ATt AT AT TG Y ATTLTFAT AL Bleil 3N FarwaAT F ot ST g
gl

e Results are shown on a simple lateral flow strip, similar to COVID-19 tests, making it
easy and quick for doctors.

oA T e A Fell Req W fg@rs & &, 34 f coviD-19 wdator, e sierext
& fore 39 gea 3 3 caRa grar &

e The RAPID-CRISPR test was evaluated on 134 clinical samples and correctly
identified every case.

RAPID-CRISPR G1&T0T &1 134 Ae1fovas AaaT o G{iaToT foharm a1 31N s8e 8¢ AT &t
eI lid § g

e It can detect even a single copy of PML-RARA, making it 10 times more sensitive
than the gold-standard RQ-PCR test.

Ig 9{1&ToT PML-RARA &Y Tahel Ufa 1 3ff ugarel Gorar &, for9d Ig ¥90T A+ RQ-PCR
T&ToT ¥ 10 AT HiAF Hagereher s=icr g1

o Many developing country hospitals lack complex testing facilities, causing delays
and preventable deaths.

s famrafier dat & sreqarer # sifee wdaror gRumsit i w0 g1 8, oraa & sk aF
ST @t arelt Al g

e RAPID-CRISPR can bridge this gap and ensure early treatment.
RAPID-CRISPR 38 3elX Y Y Thell § 3R TAT W Felrer AT T Fhell ¢

e Currently, the test uses three strips to detect three isoforms (bcrl, bcr2, and bcr3) of
PML-RARA.

Pa la

a
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AT H I T8T0T efieT RPecd 1 39T T ¢ difeh PML-RARA & et w9t (berd,

ber2, 3T berd) T IdT 9T ST T |
e The team is working to optimize it into a single-tube reaction with one strip.
A 8 Ul <gd HATHAT 3R v ew A ATl v W e F @ &

e Since it does not rely on complex technology, it could become a standard tool in
hospitals.

Heh g TET0T S Aehelteh TR fA9I a1t awr, Tg s1fasT  3rETcrell H AleTdh IYHIOT

§oT AT &
e The team aims to simplify the test further, potentially enabling at-home testing.

&1 8 q8TT Y 3R 3 Wl qATe) T T Y T 8, Torad srfasar aF ey adiator ot
SECEIRED

Aquaculture for feeding the world

[GS Paper IiI: Economy |

SPEAKING OF
SCIENCE
D. Balasubramanian

India has made impressive
gains in adapting aquacul-
ture for the nutritional de-
mands of its population. It
is the third largest produc-
er overall, ranking second
in the production of
prawns. Andhra Pradesh is
by far the largest producer,
with West Bengal, Tamil
Nadu, and Odisha making

sizeable contributions

along with Gujarat.
Dietary  preferences,

too, have

changed — prawns, with
their high protein and low
fat content, are increasing-
ly in demand both domes-
tically and in the export
market. Our aquaculture
farms are supported by a
network of industries that
meet their many require-

ments, from aquafeed to
measures for infection
control. Farmers and local
entrepreneurs constantly
strive to come up with in-
novative measures that im-
prove the quantity and
quality of yield and meet
climate change-induced
environmental challenges.

The terms prawn and
shrimp are often used in-
terchangeably, although
they are biologically dis-
tinct species. A prized pro-
duct is the black tiger
prawn, Penaeus monodon.
This high-value marine
species is grown wherever
the conditions are right,
and farmers strive to
achieve the market-driven
demand for 30 or less
prawns per kilogram. Like
many other aquaculture
species, these prawns re-
quire a degree of salinity in
their pond water: 10-25
grams of salts per litre of
water is optimal (sea water
has 35 grams of salts per
litre).

Prawns require 10-25 grams of salts per litre of water. GETTY IMAGES

In low-lying farms, such
as in the Midnapore dis-
trict of West Bengal, seawa-
ter is brought into aquacul-
ture ponds during high
tide. In coastal Andhra Pra-
desh and in other places,
the groundwater is brack-
ish and is pumped out and
mixed with fresh water
from rivers and canals.

A typical aquaculture
pond is about 150 x 100
metres in size, with a
depth of about two metres.
After each production cy-

cle of four-six months, the
water is emptied, and the
pond is dried in prepara-
tion for the next harvest.
An enterprising farmer, Si-
va Rama Rudraraju of Ba-
patla district in Andhra
Pradesh, has successfully
advocated smaller ponds
for better yields of prawns
along with better control of
pathogens. Smaller ponds
help in containing eco-
nomic losses when disease
outbreaks occur, and bac-
terial pathogens such as Vi-

Aquaculture for feeding the world

gfora Y sferer 39t & fare sl Y

India has made impressive gains in adapting aquaculture for the
nutritional demands of its population.
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brio harveyi are a serious
threat. In India, annual
losses can amount to 25%
of the expected yield. The
white spot syndrome virus
can be even more damag-
ing in outbreak years.

Many laboratories now
offer tests for identifying
infectious agents, and an
infected pond is quickly
emptied. However, farm-
ers fear the spread of the
pathogens to nearby
ponds. Crows are usually
the culprits, carrying in-
fected prawns and drop-
ping them as they fly
home. Plastic nets are of-
ten used to cover ponds.
Sometimes, hunters are
employed to cull the crow
population.

Our farmers adopted
other methods for contain-
ing pathogens. Probiotics
are added to the pond wa-
ter. These are Bacillus bac-
teria that do not harm the
prawn but grow faster than
the pathogenic species,
outcompeting them.

Another clever strategy
involves the young, nur-
sery-reared juvenile
prawns that are used as
starters in prawn cultiva-
tion. The Central Institute
of Brackishwater Aquacul-
ture (ICAR-CIBA) in Chen-
nai has pioneered the de-
velopment of ‘specific
pathogen-free’
prawn broodstock. Grown
in biosecure facilities,
these are certified to be
free of specific high-risk
pathogens. And ‘phage
therapy’ uses bacterioph-
ages that only target Vi-
brio bacteria. Bacterioph-
ages are viruses that infect
and kill bacteria.

Whether developed in
the field by experienced
farmers or from research-
driven initiatives, all these
measures have led to a 17%
growth rate in India’s an-
nual prawn production.
(The article was written in
collaboration with Sushil
Chandani, who works in
molecular modelling)
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HI o 37el) TAHEAT HT NYOT Ftfl SR F @ A & foav ThT ™A
AT yarfa & g1

* It is the third largest producer overall, ranking second in the production of prawns.
AR Fol FAATH NaT o 9371 37916 & AR FHWM (prawns) SedreeT & g@Y AT W &

* Andhra Pradesh is by far the largest producer, with West Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Odisha,
and Gujarat making sizeable contributions.

3TET G&RT HIY T3T 3¢IGH o, STalfeh fRe# damrer, affrerag, sf3m 3 qorre off Agcaqer
AT S B

* Dietary preferences have changed — prawns, with their high protein and low fat content, are
increasingly in demand both domestically and in the export market.

IR el yrafAFant & scara 3mar § — i, G T safF it aarsaaarg, frey
3R aTa IR St 3 AT 9 W R

» Aquaculture farms are supported by industries providing aquafeed and infection control.
STl Y BT &l HTFATHIS 3R HHAVT FALTOT ST IHTETRAH AT Y G el aTell ST
e fAed ¥

* Farmers and local entrepreneurs strive for innovative measures to improve yield quality,
and combat climate change impacts.

fonarTeT 3R FUTT 3T YeTar $T JoTadr el 3R Srerarg aRadet i gl & fages & fow
TATERYCT IUTT 39T & |

» The terms prawn and shrimp are often used interchangeably but are biologically distinct
species.

gist (prawn) 3R P (shrimp) QAsaT T 3UANT HFE Th-gE & T T fFa1 S &, Afdhet &
sifa®w & & 3reer yenfat £

* A prized species is the black tiger prawn (Penaeus monodon), grown in saline water
conditions.

Teh Hgcd o1 YoTlfdl & seleh @R T (Penaeus monodon), o1& dsehIer ateit 1 f&ufer 3 arer

ST gl
* Farmers aim to meet demand of 30 or less prawns per kilogram.

fararer ufer fratamer 30 ar 3w Fa Sftam & AT & G H H HfAT FA &

» Optimal salinity for prawns is 10-25 grams of salts per litre of water. (Sea water has 35
grams/litre).

SitaT & foIT 39gar JquraT gicht o Sy offeT arelt & 10-25 I a¥d A | (WHE 9Tl # 35 qrea/aiey
A g1 1)

* In low-lying farms of Midnapore (West Bengal), seawater is used during high tide.
freeqR (afRasr samrer) it forerelt STefet arel Bt # SaR & aRTeT FHA 9Tl oI ST B |
* In coastal Andhra Pradesh, brackish groundwater is mixed with fresh river/canal water.

3T Y& & TET SATI H WRT 3T, AQY/AET & HS it & FAeImar S g |
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* A typical pond is 150 x 100 metres, with 2-metre depth. Each cycle lasts 4-6 months,
followed by drying.

Ueh TTATST dTelT 150 x 100 FYeT 3R T 3 9979 2 HeX g0 811 &1 A+ I 4-6 Al

T 81T &, TSTeeh d1e; dTellsl T G ST g

» Farmer Siva Rama Rudraraju from Bapatla (Andhra Pradesh) promotes smaller ponds for
better yield and pathogen control.

qTIEaT (3TY &2 & fordreT RaT AT Fers] & B ararat S 9ga} Yerar 3K Mersretes fa=or &
fore sgrar e &1

» Smaller ponds reduce economic loss during disease outbreaks.

B ATeTe SR & Helra o SRIeT AT HUTT Y e el & |

* Vibrio harveyi bacteria and White Spot Syndrome Virus cause serious damage, with 25%
annual yield loss.

Vibrio harveyi $FIRaT 3R cgTge Fie RAPH araw el a1f ug=ra &, S @rerar 25%
Yerar $ gifer g &

* Many labs now offer tests for infectious agents; infected ponds are quickly emptied.
319 S TAITRTCTY HeHTHAF TSAET Y ST AT &; HHTAT aTelTal bl gl Wil Y fer STl ¢
» Crows spread infection by carrying prawns; hence plastic nets or hunters are used for
control.

FIa AT ST o SR AHAUT el §; STV coTfees SiTer I1 RIFTRAT 1 3TANeT fA==or &
forT fFar ST 8

» Farmers add probiotics (Bacillus bacteria) to water; they grow faster and outcompete
pathogens.

forareT WemafeFd (Bacillus AR aeiy 7 sTera §; T A A g8d & 3R At r geraa g

+ Juvenile prawns used in farms are nursery-reared and pathogen-free, developed by ICAR-
CIBA (Chennai).

I H UGN glel dTel H-giferd AR SfiaY Qerstetant § HFA 81 8, [Siec ICAR-CIBA (I+T18)
o1 Taerfaa frar B

* Phage therapy uses bacteriophages (viruses) to kill Vibrio bacteria.

bt Nt 7 SFARABST (aIE) FT 3UATT FF Vibrio SFRAT &Y Ase fmar Srar &1

» These combined efforts have led to a 17% annual growth in India’s prawn production.

ST T8l T | $TR A ST Scutee & Aol 17% Jefdr g5 ¢
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Question Corner

T
Avoiding collisions

How do bats avoid
collisions while exiting a
cave in thousands?

Bats perceive their world
mostly through
echolocation. Many bats
echolocate at once when a
whole colony emerges
from a cave. As a result,
the calls of others are
drowned out. Scientists
call this loss of acoustic
information “jamming”.
When exiting the cave,
bats experience a
cacophony of calls, with
94% of echolocation being
jammed. Within five
seconds of leaving the
cave, bats reduced the
echolocation jamming.
Researchers found that
bats made two behavioural
changes — first, they

jammed.

fanned out from the dense
colony core while
maintaining the group
structure; and second,
they emitted shorter and
weaker calls at higher
frequency. Bats changed
their echolocation to a
higher frequency, despite
more calls only increasing
the problem of jamming.
The reason: a bat needs to
know only about the bat
directly in front. Though
most of the information
available is missed because
of jamming, it does not
matter because bats only
need enough detail to
avoid crashing into the bat
in front.

Readers may send their questions /
answers to
questioncorner@thehindu.co.in

Avoiding collisions
<HT ¥ T4

Bats perceive their world
mostly through
echolocation.

THIGS AT gforam
AT T9 A ShIcIhed &
ATEYH | HSAT &

* Many bats echolocate at once
when a whole colony emerges from
a cave.

ST g1 el HT A6 fAwerc
g, Y s THINES Teh TTY Sl Therd
Aol

« As a result, the calls of others are
drowned out.

S8 HROT, GAI ST HATS &9 ST ¢ |
* Scientists call this loss of acoustic
information “jamming”.

e =g eafas e &
T T "SATHIT FEd &

* When exiting the cave, bats

experience a cacophony of calls,
with 94% of echolocation being

T U STEX Toleheld THI THANGS T MTYOT IHTATAT hT T3 BT &, HX 94% FHIAFAT A &1

ST g

» Within five seconds of leaving the cave, bats reduced the echolocation jamming.

T[HT & feholel & 9T A3 & AT, TAICST o FHIe AT AT T e Y 2T

Researchers found that bats made two behavioural changes —

RT3 A 9T R THINEST A &Y SYAgIRS dgaa v —

o First, they fanned out from the dense colony core while maintaining the group structure.

ow,ﬁﬁwﬁmﬂwﬁwwﬁmmwﬁgmml
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> Second, they emitted shorter and weaker calls at higher frequency.

° GQENT, 35gie1 HH AT AR FH dATEhd dTell Iod HraFdd Sl Tarel fAenrell|
* Bats changed their echolocation to a higher frequency, despite more calls only increasing the
problem of jamming.

THAGST o 3T MR (higher frequency) T SehTeiTehele el & T, sTel &1 S8d ST
THEAT AR 96 Fehclr AT
* The reason: a bat needs to know only about the bat directly in front.

$RUT; Ueh THINES I Hhadl 3T WTHA dTel THINES I SATTPRY ST ITTThdT 8l &

* Though most of the information available is missed because of jamming, it does not matter
because bats only need enough detail to avoid crashing into the bat in front.

BTeATeh SHATT & HROT AT SATASNT FE ST B, Aot SHY Behs 71 I3l ardifeh THAGST Y
Shdol Saell ST ATRT B & T § WIHeT arer @ T a7
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Rebuilding the

bridge to Rameswar

The new sea bridge at Pamban is all set to be dedicated to the nation by Prime Minister Narendra Modi today. What is the

technology the new bridge works on? How different is it from the old bridge, and why the old bridge had to be decommissioned...

S. Sundar asks these questions and more, and finds answers to them

r ridge at Pamban
glistens in the summer sun. Dubbed as
an engineering marvel, this imposing

ee

months a year threw up major challenges, RVNL
consultant S. Anbalagan said. “The materials
could be moved to the site only by barge. But the

ee

Except for the gears, brakes, and spherical

lifting-span structure facilitates better | The barges would run aground during low tide, and E .
train operations in the Palk Strait, connecting Ra- | materials we would wait for high tide to move them again,” I)C.al'lll[.}.‘i, all the materials used for . the new
manathapuram with the Rameswaram island. could be he added. bridge have been sourced domestically. The
The British-era old Pamban Rail Bridge, com- | o4, . imported materials would constitute only

prising two cantilever bridges, had to be replaced the site only Project cost goes up 2%-3% of the total materials.

because its highly corroded centre span made the ° Y The two-year delay and the consequent inflation | ppapEepcAUR

structure vulnerable. All trains had to slow down | DY barge. drove up the project cost from 2279 crore to ¥531 | RvNL Chairman and Managing Director

while passing through the bridge. When South- | But the crore. However, Mr. Gaur said the longest vertical

ern Railway decided to spruce things up, it want- | barges bridge in Hamburg, Germany, measuring 133

ed the new lift span as a single piece, between | would run metres and commissioned in 2020, was con- | including the girders, 34-metre-high towers of

two sub-structures. aground structed in five years, though its total length was | the verticallift, and its counter-weights — at Sath-
duringlow 257 metres. However, the Pamban bridge, which | irakudi, 30 km away from the construction site.

Search for design
As India did not have any bridge with a lift span,
other than the Pamban bridge, engineers of Rail

tide, and we
would wait

is 2.08-km long with a 72.5-metre vertical bridge,
was completed in the same time frame, he said.
“If we have to build a similar bridge, we can do it

“We chose a farther place as it was very impor-
tant to fabricate the steel structures at least 50
km away from the coast to avoid corrosion. The

Vikas Nigam Limited (RVNL), which implement- | forhightide | in three years with the experience gained in the | RVNL has handed over the bridge to Southern
ed the new bridge project, scouted for the best | (o move construction of this bridge,” he said. Railway and the engineers have been trained in
design. They inspected some 2,000 functional | them again. As corrosion was the old Pamban bridge’s operating the vertical lift,” he said.

bridges in the U.S., RVNL Chairman and Manag- | Achilles heel, a lot of precautionary measures The RVNL used 3.38 lakh bags of cement for
ing Director Pradeep Gaur said. Among the three | ANBALAGAN, were taken to tackle it in the new bridge. The | the pile foundation, which has an average depth

choices, including a swing bridge and a single-leaf
bascule bridge, the vertical lift span best suited
the Indian Railways’ requirements of stability and
cost-effectiveness. Then the engineers looked for
a state-of-the-art design with the world’s best
practices which could also tackle the issue of cor-
rosion, as Pamban is situated in the world’s se-
cond most corrosive environment, in the Bay of
Bengal.

Spanish company TYPSA was appointed the
consultant for the project. Its design was proof-
checked by IIT-Madras. Subsequently, it was al-
tered by IIT-Bombay for improving the stability
with an additional 60 tonnes of steel in the verti-
cal lift section. As a consequence, machinery and
specifications had to be changed, and it took lon-
ger than anticipated. The design change and the
suspension of construction due to the COVID-19
pandemic also affected the supply of materials for
several months. “In one case, after producing
500 composite sleepers out of 2,500 sleepers or-
dered by the RVNL, the company in the U.S. was
shut because of COVID-19,” Mr. Gaur pointed out.

Challenges

The engineers and the workers faced several chal-
lenges at the worksite, including space con-
straints in the sea and strong winds that held up
the installation of the machinery. The biggest
challenge was the narrow approach road to the
site from the Pamban side through which mate-
rials, especially huge equipment, were transport-
ed.
Besides, the shallow but rough sea at the site
and the monsoon which allowed work only for six

RVNL consultant

RVNL team had visited Florida, the most corro-
sive part of the world, to study the painting
scheme. The officials came up with a proven
painting technology used around the world. “The
scheme with zinc metallising, Epilux zinc rich
primer, and Polysiloxane paint has withstood cor-
rosion for 40 years, though the design period for
one coat of painting under the scheme is only 38
years,” Mr. Gaur said.

The scheme is being used for the first time by
the Indian Railways. “If proper inspection and
maintenance is done, the life of this coat of paint-
ing can be extended by 40%: the first coat of
painting can protect the bridge for at least 55
years,” he said.

While the Indian Railways paints its steel struc-
tures once in five years, the old Pamban bridge
became so unstable owing to corrosion that paint-
ing was done once in three months. “That way, I
am confident the new bridge would require the
next coat of paint only after 50 years,” he said.

Mr. Gaur was all praise for the Spanish designer
behind the structural design of the lift span. “The
design has a huge significance. It has no rough
edges and everything has been rounded off to
avoid water ingression or stagnation [anywhere
over it]. The lift span has been made with a box-
type section and it is closed to prevent moisture
intrusion,” he added. The smoothening of the sur-
face has removed the edges, thus stymieing corro-
sion. He credited the designer with having taken
care of not only the painting scheme but also the
structural aspect to minimise the chances of cor-
rosion.

The RVNL fabricated all the steel structures —

of 38 metres below the seabed. It used 5,772 me-
tric tonnes of stainless steel reinforcement and
4,500 tonnes of structural steel. “Except for the
gears, brakes, and spherical bearings, all the ma-
terials used for the new bridge have been
sourced domestically. The imported materials
would constitute only 2%-3% of the total mate-
rials,” he added.

Furthermore, this imposing structure has
been constructed by Indian contractors, though
it has been designed by a Spanish company. Even
the software for operating the vertical lift span
has been developed indigenously. “This is a real
case study in displaying the prowess of India in
[carrying out the construction] of such an iconic
and unique bridge,” he said. Mr. Gaur was quick
to add that even the design of the vertical lift is
now owned by the Indian Railways.

Longer lifespan

The new bridge has been designed for 25-tonne ax-
le loading, the maximum loading factor in the In-
dian Railways (except on the dedicated freight cor-
ridor). The structure has been designed for
operating trains without any speed restriction. “I
don’t see any reason why it should not last much
beyond the lifespan of the existing [old] Pamban
bridge [108 years],” Mr. Gaur said.

The commissioning of the new bridge on Sun-
day will also mark the resumption of train services
between Mandapam and Rameswaram after more
than 26 months as rail movement on the old bridge
was suspended on December 22, 2022, and then
cancelled permanently because of its poor structu-
ral stability.
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Rebundmg the brldge to Rameswaram

mmwgvmgaﬁﬂﬁ

The new sea bridge at Pamban is all set to be dedicated to the nation
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi today.

qee H AT HAGT YT AT TUTAHAT 7Y AIGT GaRT A6 Y FATI
STea|

 This imposing lifting-span structure facilitates better train operations in the Palk Strait,
connecting Ramanathapuram with the Rameswaram island.

g faere fAfFer-Eler G I STASHEHAET H S5} & TaTeleT ol JeTH Ia1dT §, i
TAATIYIA HT TATA g7 & SNl ¢

» The British-era old Pamban Rail Bridge, comprising two cantilever bridges, had to be
replaced because its highly corroded centre span made the structure vulnerable.

fafeer Frelter Qe garet Yor qor, foraa &Y hfeeliaw forsr &, Y sreref=ir st F3ifeh SHenT HThY S
a?ngmm‘qmsﬁwd‘u T T AT|

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971 932488 .

Page49

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

* All trains had to slow down while passing through the bridge.

9ol § R THY T ¢t T AT Tefalr gslr 27|

* When Southern Railway decided to spruce things up, it wanted the new lift span as a single
piece, between two sub-structures.

TS EFRTOT Yerd & 38 GUR o1 fuTy foram, df ag 71 forwe e vahel @3 # a1 39-HT13 &
ST FATAT AT AT

Search for design

ERIECE TG

* As India did not have any bridge with a lift span, other than the Pamban bridge, RVNL
engineers scouted for the best design.

HRA H et Je o i1l IS frre Tt e gar 781 AT, SHIAT ARATTT & Fofaai o
IS 3TSeT i dormer |

» They inspected some 2,000 functional bridges in the U.S., RVNL Chairman and MD
Pradeep Gaur said.

IRATTATe & TR 3R ws 9 aits o A & segie AR 7 erersrer 2,000 = At F
fordreToT foham|

» Among the three choices — swing bridge, single-leaf bascule bridge, and vertical lift span
— the last one best suited the Indian Railways’ requirements.

faar forer, Rierar-ae dvarge e 3R aféwer fove T — 5o At faesvedt & @ 3ifas fased
HRATT YeId T IR AN & T T IUFF M|

* Pamban is situated in the world’s second most corrosive environment, in the Bay of
Bengal.

YT GfeTdT & GEY W AT ST T qTe) ATATaOT H, FaITer HY @Wrst A T B

* Spanish company TYPSA was appointed the consultant for the project.

58 IRAISTEAT & ToIT FdeT AT Fell TYPSA T GellgehR figerel foham arr|

* Its design was proof-checked by IIT-Madras, and later altered by [IT-Bombay for stability
improvement by adding 60 tonnes of steel.

3 T3STSeT ol Tgol ATEITEE-AGRT SaRT ST 3137 3T 916, 7 HTEIEE-a1Fa o1 STH 60 e Tl
Sigeh FEURdT GUR & forT Feirers foha|

* This led to machinery and specifications being changed and delays in construction.

mmmmammﬁﬁwgaﬂaﬂwﬁﬂﬁw#aﬁgél
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» The COVID-19 pandemic affected the supply of materials for several months.

mg-lgﬂﬁmma:mrémwwaﬁrmﬁmgél

* One U.S. company shut down after producing only 500 composite sleepers out of 2,500
ordered.

T ANST Ut 7 2,500 HF A Faa 500 FAFE TG T & §1¢ HTH s H 84T

Challenges

CGHGE

9

» Engineers faced space constraints, strong winds, and a narrow approach road from the
Pamban side.

SoNTelart b WA T, AT §aTC 3R GeieT ¥ 3R A FhoF T8 AT ST IATAT 7 ArHaT
AT 9ST|

* The shallow but rough sea and the monsoon, allowing work for only six months a year,
added more difficulties.

3yt affe 371 7% AR AlTge, TS0 &< arel it &g AQ 1 g1 Hehcll AT, o AT 3R
S

* Materials had to be moved by barge, but low tide caused barges to run aground, delaying
progress.

Y Y et & ATEH A o ST T, Afehed AR FH gl W 7ot T o Af, foaa e F &l
gicT ot

Project cost goes up

qRAYSTET T 7 gefer

» The two-year delay and inflation raised the project cost from ¥279 crore to ¥531 crore.

ar ast #r 38 3R FerEhfer & HROT IRANSEAT dreTd 279 FA3 @ TgaT 531 FA3 81 TS|

* The longest vertical bridge in Hamburg, Germany, measuring 133 metres, took five years
to complete.

Faa, ST & ST 133 #eT ofaT T wia aféeher foror o aut A O g3

* The Pamban bridge is 2.08 km long with a 72.5-metre vertical lift span, and was completed
in the same time frame.

e el T olalTs 2.08 freeiet B, e 72.5 #iex @t aféwer fawe T €, 31k =g oft 3+t arafey
# T g3
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* Mr. Gaur said India could build a similar bridge in three years now, using the experience
gained.

it 3itg 71 gl 7o 31T TR ST 37T97d T ULV e AT Jof citet a8 11 Hehll &

Corrosion precautions
ST ¥ 9919 & 39T

» The Achilles heel of the old bridge was corrosion, so precautionary measures were taken
in the new bridge.

I gl ST HFASRY (Achilles heel) ST &Y, SETAT AT ol H NFUTH & 39 fohv 10|

* RVNL team studied painting schemes used in Florida, the most corrosive part of the
world.

IRETeTe A7 & FARET, S gierar &1 Tad 3fAF ST are &7 8, H SEAATS gled arelr Afear
dHaile FT 3EITT ThaT|

» The scheme included zinc metallising, Epilux zinc-rich primer, and Polysiloxane paint.

g Aot 7 foid Acasieir, tiasw e R aeay, 3R arf@eeds g enfae am)

* This scheme has withstood corrosion for 40 years, though its design period is only 38 years.

S dehelleh o 40 ST ek 19T T AT g, STToh ST SIS AT hdol 38 a¥ &

» With proper inspection and maintenance, the life of the first coat can be extended to 55
years.

Y fadiator i IWIWTE & AT ggelt W $H 357 55 Fut I TES ST Thal ¢

* Old bridge needed painting once every three months, while the new one may not need it for
50 years.

RTeT Gl 1 X clled A H e fonar ST T, STefeh ST Yol @l 50 8T deh SHehT HTGLGehcll wTg!
g |

» The Spanish designer ensured no rough edges and a closed box-type section to prevent
water stagnation and moisture.

waferer Bemsert o giafRad 3 & qor 7 :8 gRaY frer o7 81 31 aferw ergw dg wX=en g arfes
Tl STAT o 81 3R e 7 g4 |

» The smooth surface helps in corrosion prevention and increases the life of the bridge.

Rrett wag ST Vet 3 Heg I ¢ 3R I T 31 ToTeht B

Fabrication and Materials for the New Pamban Bridge

T ga« forsr & faw fAaAtor it areeh

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page5 2



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

o
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

Pa la

a
www.patrioticias.in

» The RVNL fabricated all the steel structures — including the girders, 34-metre-high towers
of the vertical lift, and its counter-weights — at Sathirakudi, 30 km away from the construction
site.

RVNL = 93t e TgFar — 59 189, 34 #Alex 39 erad 3R F3ex-deq enfaad § — &1 aaAmor
A, St faTor Torer & 30 At g3 &, A o)

» “We chose a farther place as it was very important to fabricate the steel structures at least 50
km away from the coast to avoid corrosion.

“GHel Teh &Y Y ST SATAT Yoil Fiifeh TETST XT3N T AT 87 ¥ F7 ¥ F7 50 ot T
SATAT ST § AT & forT g STy 27|

* The RVNL has handed over the bridge to Southern Railway and the engineers have been
trained in operating the vertical lift,” he said.

RVNL & st &t gf&ror Yera &t di feam § 31k Sohifert Y aféwer faroe Treiay v wfietor fe=r
AT E,” 37eiat el

» The RVNL used 3.38 lakh bags of cement for the pile foundation, which has an average
depth of 38 metres below the seabed.

RVNL & 3.38 o1 T 97 &1 3U219T 913 BISSeAUA o v faha, fowehr 3iiea a1g3rs @ aol &
=T 38 #HeT &1

* [t used 5,772 metric tonnes of stainless steel reinforcement and 4,500 tonnes of
structural steel.

3T 5,772 Ffewh et Teaaw T R=PIAE 3R 4,500 To¥ FeFae T I 3TN TohaT I3

 “Except for the gears, brakes, and spherical bearings, all the materials used for the new
bridge have been sourced domestically.

‘PR, 3%, 3R ThRFe FARTH 1 S5, AT fieT 3 39T 61 718 L T oe] ¥ 9 9red
AT

* The imported materials would constitute only 2%-3% of the total materials,” he added.

3egiel gl foh AT AT ool TTHIAY T hel 2% F 3% & B

Indian Expertise and Indigenous Development

AR RAdwsar 3kt waeeft faer

* This imposing structure has been constructed by Indian contractors, though it has been
designed by a Spanish company.

39 TaeImel TG 1 AT HRAT ShaRT SaRT HAT 137 §, FTeTifeh ST [SatTget Taferer Husr
ZaRT IR T3 |
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* Even the software for operating the vertical lift span has been developed indigenously.

Ffewd e T o Gonford s & foT aideda) off Taeeft v @ 9ol fhar mam g1

* “This is a real case study in displaying the prowess of India in carrying out the construction of
such an iconic and unique bridge,” he said.

“Ig Ueh Todl il T § ST SATAT § foh 3R 30 RE & T lpTcA® 3 A1 st & Aaor &
fohcIelT 8T8 AT IWdT &,” 3oaiel gl

* Mr. Gaur was quick to add that even the design of the vertical lift is now owned by the
Indian Railways.

At 3t F g o Sher & afewer forre &1 BT 39 ARAT W F TH &

Longer Lifespan and Improved Operations

4 37 3R g AT

» The new bridge has been designed for 25-tonne axle loading, the maximum loading factor
in the Indian Railways (except on the dedicated freight corridor).

1T ST 25 & varae Af3er & forv fEamssT forar arar §, it foh TR Yo (373 s the ikak
FI BIZH) H ATAFaA AT a7 & |

* The structure has been designed for operating trains without any speed restriction.

g T o T frt arfay wfaeer & o7 Tarerst & fov fees forar s g

* “| don’t see any reason why it should not last much beyond the lifespan of the existing [old]
Pamban bridge [108 years],” Mr. Gaur said.

TS IS FROT AL T % T et HisTer [q0=1] Taiet TSisT Y 31 [108 WIew] T FHef 317k A&
feham,” &Y 3k =¥ FaTl

Resumption of Train Services

o7 st Y e

* The commissioning of the new bridge on Sunday will also mark the resumption of train
services between Mandapam and Rameswaram after more than 26 months.

AR T AT Tt 7 YA HSTH 3R TAEIA & oIl 26 AL o1 gof [AT3AT A agrelt 1 ot
Rafgeta syam|

* Rail movement on the old bridge was suspended on December 22, 2022, and then
cancelled permanently because of its poor structural stability.

et oot o) 22 R@aT 2022 1 Yo Warert freifaa &2 e o ar 31K are 7 sae avaerens
YT & HROT 38 TN T @ Teg F fem arm|
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