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An enactment of Velakali, depicting the Pandava-Kaurava war from the Mahabharata, performed in front of Sree Padmanabhaswamy
temple in Thiruvananthapuram of Kerala as part of the Panguni festival on Wednesday. NIRMAL HARINDRAN

TOPICS COVERED GS Paper II: Polity, Governance, and International
Relations)

1. Dera Sacha Sauda chief released on 21-day furlough

T FreaT Hler yog@ i 21 fewt S wrar o Rer o

2. India, U.K. optimistic about trade deal, but deny Trump
tariffs causing added urgency

AR 3T L&, SATIR FHSANA FT AHT AremEr), Afdra ST &
¢ #Y 3fANFT ga1T F1 FROT A T STFR

3. Legal milestone
Flelel HIeT T Ieq

4. Understanding India’s China conundrum

R $1 HIsT I ST AT HI TASAT
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5. The pandemic — looking back, looking forward

HETARY — NS ST, 313 qgaT

6. Home and abroad

uyY 3T Ager

7. The Rohingya are on the brink of starvation
AT S F FAIR W

8. Democracy and federalism in the delimitation debate
HATHT T57 A v 3R FEag

9. India better off than others in tariff row: RBI Governor

RIS M F ITAR NG g & sRa =g At &

e} Rufa &

10. The IMF reaches a deal with Argentina on a $20
billion bailout

HTETHATE A AT & 1Y $20 AT der3m3e W gHsttan
frar
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Dera Sacha Sauda chief
released on 21-day furlough

Dera Sacha Sauda chief Gurmeet Ram Rahim
Singh, a rape and murder convict, was on
Wednesday released from Rohtak’s Sunaria jail in
Haryana on 21-day furlough — his 13th temporary
release from the jail since October 2020. Singh’s
release coincides with the foundation month of
April at the Dera Sacha Sauda, described on its
website as a socio-spiritual organisation. He was
earlier released on a month-long parole on
January 28, ahead of the high-stakes Delhi
Assembly poll. After his release, Singh posted a
video message on his Instagram account, saying
he was present at the service of his followers, but
appealed to them not to throng the ashram.

Dera Sacha Sauda chief
released on 21-day
furlough

ST WeaT HieT yH@ H 21
fe=it Y BT o¥ Rer e
T

Dera Sacha Sauda chief
Gurmeet Ram Rahim Singh, a
rape and murder convict, was
on Wednesday released from
Rohtak’s Sunaria jail in
Haryana on 21-day furlough
— his 13th temporary release
from the jail since October
2020.

S T Wit yAHE AT IH

WBH g, s Torchr iR g &

arft §, 3 quar F gRamon H

Agas HT gATRar st § 21 fo=t
&1 BIar 9 ReT foram T/ ar — 9
3eFga 2020 & 3eTehr 134t
gl RETs 2

« Singh’s release coincides with the foundation month of April at the Dera Sacha Sauda,
described on its website as a socio-spiritual organisation.

&g 6 Rers 37 Tear gler F 30 AE & TAAT A8 F I A Tl g, 9 396 dadrse )
Ueh HIATON&-ATEATTH® IS & $9 H a0t fohar 3 1

* He was earlier released on a month-long parole on January 28, ahead of the high-stakes

Delhi Assembly poll.

3¢ SHY Ygel 28 STeTal &l Tk Al Y I¥er o= RgT Foharm 17 2T, St b el farerrarersr goma &

qgﬁgmml
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Diplomatic gesture: President Droupadi Murmu, who is on a state visit to Slovakia, pays her respects at the Gate of Freedom Memonal in
Bratislava on Wednesday. The two sides reviewed various aspects of bilateral relations and issues of shared global and regional interests. PTi

* After his release, Singh posted a video message on his Instagram account, saying he was
present at the service of his followers, but appealed to them not to throng the ashram.

RerE & a1¢ fAE & 39 ST FF13C 9 T Y gaer O J3am, Toa# 3weia ser & ag
39 HATAAT T Fa1 o AT AlS[e 8, Aot Sogior 378 38 H otz o wammey &y 3rciver |
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Sriram Lakshman
LONDON

Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman and
her British counterpart,
Chancellor of the Exche-
quer Rachel Reeves, ap-
peared optimistic on Wed-
nesday that the two
countries could conclude a
trade and investment deal
soon. They were both ho-
wever careful to de-link the
discussions — which have
been under way since Ja-
nuary 2022 - to the April 2
worldwide tariff announ-
cement by U.S. President
Donald Trump.

“The U.K.-India partner-
ship dialogue is not really
in response to the global
uncertainties...we’ve been
participating in this with
the old bonds coming to
our mind,” Ms. Sitharaman
told reporters at a joint
briefing with Ms. Reeves,
held at the London Stock
Exchange at the conclu-
sion of the 13th U.K.-India
Economic and Financial
Dialogue.
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India, U.K. optimistic about trade deal, but deny Trump tariffs
causing added urgency

A 31X &, AR FASAIA FT AT AmAErd), afehe <0 & Re
aI AfARFT AT FT FROT ATTA A SAFR

India, UK. optimistic about trade deal, but
deny Trump tariffs causing added urgency

S Paper II: India-UK

Bilateral exchange: Rachel Reeves and Nirmala Sitharaman shake
hands following the India-U.K. financial dialogue on Wednesday. Ap

Ms. Reeves also agreed
that the dialogue was not a
response to tariffs by third
countries. Nevertheless,
some finance and business
leaders believe the chaos
in the markets and global
economy is a reason to
conclude a deal.

“Global trade is entering
a new era, where strategic
alliances and trade agree-
ments are more crucial
than ever,” the Lord Mayor
of London, Alastair King,
said in a statement. The
Lord Mayor is the chief ad-

ministrator of the City of
London — which is the fi-
nancial district of the city.
Ms. Sitharaman participat-
ed in a business roundta-
ble with Mr. King and U.K.
Business and Trade Secre-
tary Jonathan Reynolds
earlier on Wednesday.

“In the face of global de-
velopments, it is impera-
tive that we think creative-
ly and act in partnership,”
said the chief of Standard
Chartered, Bill Winters,
who co-chairs the India-
U.K. Financial Partnership

with Kotak Mahindra Bank
CEO Uday Kotak.

“Time to conclude talks’
“We've had quite a lot of
discussions, which was
well worth it, but now it’s
the time to conclude [the
negotiations],” Ms. Sithara-
man said, noting there was
a “great sense of positivity”
about finalising  an
agreement.

“[We] very much hope
to be able to secure a
deal... we’re not waiting
for a free trade agreement
to boost trade and invest-
ment between our coun-
tries,” Ms. Reeves said,
pointing to some of the
duy‘s announcements.

The two sides said they
looked forward to signing
the India-U.K. Defence In-
dustrial Roadmap, in a
joint statement issued on
Wednesday evening. The
U.K. welcomed the recent
announcements by the go-
vernment on rationalisa-
tion in the taxation of fo-
reign corporates and the
enhanced limit of 100%

FDI in the insurance sec-
tor. The sides agreed to ex-
plore the role that London
could play in supporting
the internationalisation of
India’s currency. The joint
statement also refers to a
number of other areas:
from the formalisation of
cooperation between the
two countries’ financial
conduct authorities to
debt-restructuring for low
and middle-income coun-
tries and climate finance.

On a bilateral invest-
ment treaty that the two
sides are negotiating in pa-
rallel to the trade deal, Ms
Sitharaman said the two
sides were working out
“difficulties that we've had
on just a few matters” but
expressed optimism a deal
would be concluded.

On the Trump tariffs,
Ms. Reeves said “nothing is
off the table”, in terms of a
possible response from the
U.K., which has not reta-
liated yet. She argued, ho-
wever, that a knee-jerk
reaction could make the
situation worse.

Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman and her
British counterpart,
Chancellor of the Exchequer
Rachel Reeves, appeared
optimistic on Wednesday that
the two countries could
conclude a trade and
investment deal soon.

o faa 7 Aeter daraAoT
3R 3 feer gaFaT, THe]
ITF g TFEIR O feg o

TUAR $ 3H 91 P dHhT

3TeTaTE ST & ST &9 Steg &) R 3R e gwsttar #v aFa B

* They were both however careful to de-link the discussions — which have been under way
since January 2022 — from the April 2 worldwide tariff announcement by U.S. President
Donald Trump.

gTeliTeh, Gl of S ST T AT €T T@T foh FeAadY 2022 & Tl ET ATt Y 2 38 & AN
Iegufa SiTes €9 ganT 9t dfaw R 8 Sits ¢ g &ar Jme|

* “The U.K.-India partnership dialogue is not really in response to the global
uncertainties...we’ve been participating in this with the old bonds coming to our mind,” Ms.

Sitharaman told reporters.

A WAACT F HATGeTaT3it ¥ Fgl, “HRA-Z, &, VHeR) §alg aredd 7 dRas sfaRaaansit
St 76T €. 5 SH G HaHl T AT & T AT AT 8 1

* The briefing with Ms. Reeves was held at the London Stock Exchange at the conclusion of
the 13th U.K.-India Economic and Financial Dialogue.
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138 9RA- . 3w 3k Rl warg & FATI R I5 WYFT U ATl oG FeiF vaFaeior 7
3T T TS|

* Ms. Reeves also agreed that the dialogue was not a response to tariffs by third countries.

AN Jeq & o 37 919 & GgATA STdTs fh Ig Farg 3+ &2t garr e 71w SRE & Farq 7 gt
gl

* Nevertheless, some finance and business leaders believe the chaos in the markets and
global economy is a reason to conclude a deal.

gTelifeh, Fo e 3R SATIR 81 & A1t &1 AT & 6 aoRi 3R AR srfegaeyr # #<h 3y=-
YU S8 FAFIA Y G FI HTHFROT G |

* “Global trade is entering a new era, where strategic alliances and trade agreements are
more crucial than ever,” said Lord Mayor of London, Alastair King.

TS A 3T deeT TArA fher o gt “ARaF SATIR Teh 7 et 7 G < @7 &, STel Wisiifas
AEEIRAT 3R AR FHEl e & FEH H0F Agcaqut T AT |

» The Lord Mayor is the chief administrator of the City of London, which is the financial
district of the city.

atE AT RS 3T ST F W@ TATHF g1dl 8, Sl b A< 1 ey & ¢

» Ms. Sitharaman participated in a business roundtable with Mr. King and U.K. Business and
Trade Secretary Jonathan Reynolds earlier on Wednesday.

AFAT AAHAT & AR Fi ggat A fher 31 Z &, samar 3R segier afta Semye Wiesw & @y
Teh SATIR AR 865 & AT TorT |

* “In the face of global developments, it is imperative that we think creatively and act in
partnership,” said Bill Winters, chief of Standard Chartered, who co-chairs the India-U.K.
Financial Partnership.

¥e33 UEs 87 & worw e Red, 5 & SBar-g &, wgeifraer aéerfara & wg-3reaat 8, & g,
“FRIF TeATHAI F FegeToR, TE ITATF § o & TaAIcAS T & FH 3R A1t # w1 FI1”

* “[We] very much hope to be able to secure a deal... we’re not waiting for a free trade
agreement to boost trade and investment,” said Ms. Reeves.

A Jed o1 gT, “[6H] T 371G L © Toh H U FHSAAT YIS FI H HaTH giol... 67 HFd
SIIR FHSAS FT SdAR A8l R T & I9R IR AT e & forw)”

» Ms. Sitharaman said, “We’ve had quite a lot of discussions, which was well worth it, but now
it's the time to conclude the negotiations.”
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* The two sides said they looked forward to signing the India-U.K. Defence Industrial
Roadmap, in a joint statement issued on Wednesday evening.

TUAR ATH T SR Toh FIFT a1 H SNl T&i o TRA-, &, &7 e Qsity o1 geann
et T ST SIS |

» The U.K. welcomed the recent announcements by the Indian government on taxation
rationalisation for foreign corporates and 100% FDI limit in the insurance sector.

I3, o AR TXHR e fadelt Fafarat & fore T wvelieor 31 i &7 7 100% weaer faeeh
foraer (FDI) &7 g1ferar gyomn3it &1 TameTa R

» The two sides agreed to explore the role that London could play in supporting the
internationalisation of India’s currency.

gt gatt &f 38 TR HEAT STaTs 3 oiaet SR Y FaT F HaTSEITIor 7 Fd offaw fvsm wFar ¥,
S TATRAT SATTAT|

» The joint statement also refers to areas like cooperation between financial conduct
authorities, debt-restructuring for low and middle-income countries, and climate finance.

TgF 91 H Refrr smreror wiitaort & der wgater, w3 weaw 3 arer dait & forw wor
qaretad, R Srerary faer S &35t 1 o Seora fohar I

* On a bilateral investment treaty being negotiated in parallel to the trade deal, Ms.
Sitharaman said both sides were working out difficulties on a few matters but were
optimistic.

SR TR F FHATATR T T gfavaiir fder @ o el daraAvr =1 whet & gt vet $o
ATHG T SITETATHT T GelgTTal 7 el § olfehet I JTRITaTdY 81

* On the Trump tariffs, Ms. Reeves said “nothing is off the table”, in terms of a possible
response from the U.K., which has not retaliated yet.

<9 RE & Faer & el few o et & “Fo it AT adi @7, . 1 wanfaa wfafean & dest A,
forae arsft a 1€ wiraer 78 R 2

» She argued, however, that a knee-jerk reaction could make the situation worse.

gTeIiToh, Seglel ah 1T o sTaeTcA® Yfafhar Ul 3t 31K e #T aadt §|
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|GS Paper II: Federalism |

Legal milestone

Cooperative federalism must guide
conduct of Governors
T he Supreme Court’s judgment on the con-

duct of Tamil Nadu Governor R.N. Ravi is

set to have a farreaching impact on
Centre-State relations, underscoring as it does In-
dia’s federal principles in what are undoubtedly
fraught times. The verdict enhances the adminis-
trative autonomy of States, and regulates the
functioning of constitutional offices, with impli-
cations for the entire country. In the case which
concerns Mr. Ravi’s handling of 10 Bills passed by
the State Assembly, the Court has effectively
changed how Governors carry out their constitu-
tional responsibilities. The intervention comes at
a time when tensions between Governors and go-
vernments in States ruled by parties other than
the BJP have peaked — especially over issues such
as the appointment of Vice-Chancellors (V-Cs) to
State-run universities, where Governors serve as
Chancellors. It is no coincidence that the Bills at
the heart of the case sought to replace the Gover-
nor with the State government as the authority
for appointing V-Cs. Mr. Ravi had forwarded
these Bills to President Droupadi Murmu after
they were re-adopted by the State Assembly. The
Court held that the Bills were deemed to have re-
ceived assent. It described the Governor’s action
of referring the Bills to the President as “not bona
fide”, and his conduct as “arbitrary, non est, and
erroneous in law” — language that resembled a
performance appraisal of the gubernatorial of-
fice. In normal circumstances, such a severe re-
primand would have resulted in the resignation
of the person whose conduct was under scrutiny:
Mr. Ravi. But these are not normal circumstanc-
es, and Mr. Ravi was certainly playing the politi-
cally partisan role assigned to him by the govern-
ment at the Centre, led by the BJP, which is
inimically disposed to the DMK that is in power in
Tamil Nadu. Hindrance was the strategy.

The significance of the judgment goes beyond
the censure of a particular Governor. It lays down
definite timelines for Governors to act on Bills. It
ensures that Governors can no longer indefinitely
delay legislation under the pretext of scrutiny or
act whimsically or with impunity. The Court has
reaffirmed a constitutional principle that has of-
ten been undermined: that Raj Bhavans must
function with transparency, and accountability.
With the legislation now in force, the Tamil Nadu
government has the authority to appoint V-Cs
and must act swiftly to fill these vacancies in 12
universities, and are made based on merit, inte-
grity, and competence, given past allegations of
corruption. This judgment is not merely a legal
milestone; it is a call for constitutional morality
and cooperative federalism, and restoration of
dignity to the office of the Governor, who, as the
Court pointed out, is expected to act as friend,
philosopher, and guide to the State Cabinet, and
not as a blunt instrument of the Centre.

Legal milestone

Flelel FHiel FT TeUT

Cooperative federalism must guide conduct of
Governors

TSAITAT & JTEIOT FT ARG AgHRT FEATG H g1
aIfew

* The Supreme Court’s judgment on the conduct of Tamil Nadu
Governor R.N. Ravi is set to have a far-reaching impact on Centre-
State relations, underscoring as it does India’s federal principles in
what are undoubtedly fraught times.

affeTs & ToaaTer R T, I & HTROT X Geler FE w1 haer Fa-
U= FaT 91 73R T1T STele aTel &, S R & T Rgwiat #f 0
Hdearefter ¥ & {@iferd HIaT 8l

» The verdict enhances the administrative autonomy of States, and

regulates the functioning of constitutional offices, with implications for
the entire country.

Ig AT U=t Y yermafes FarEedr 1 Sordr € 3 gdenfas Frateral
o ShTHDTS! T LT el &, ToTEE YR LT FerrfacT gram|

* In the case which concerns Mr. Ravi’s handling of 10 Bills passed by
the State Assembly, the Court has effectively changed how Governors
carry out their constitutional responsibilities.

$H ATHS # ST ToF9Tel IR0, I GaRT T faur=1asm & ik 10
eIl & e @ ST, FIE o Ig TISC &9 @ ded A § & Tsgarer
39T gaenfas SFAeiREt 1 H3 [ £

* The intervention comes at a time when tensions between Governors
and governments in non-BJP ruled States have peaked — especially

over issues such as the appointment of Vice-Chancellors (V-Cs) to
State-run universities, where Governors serve as Chancellors.

I gEAEIT VW THT 37T & S A-911era1 enfld U=t & Tsaralt 3R TR & i aeirg T
W § — W Teg-yafdd faafagarerat # Ferafaat (v-Cs) #1 fagfed i o, STl Teadre

Fenfaafa gid &

« It is no coincidence that the Bills at the heart of the case sought to replace the Governor with
the State government as the authority for appointing V-Cs.
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* Mr. Ravi had forwarded these Bills to President Droupadi Murmu after they were re-adopted
by the State Assembly.

RO, A o 5o TArrent ol T TAUTeTae m @R 1Ry arie fohu STt & are; Trsgafer ghad a7ef,
oY s feam |

* The Court held that the Bills were deemed to have received assent.

HIC o gl Toh o7 AYTHI Y TeATA I ATAT ST |

* It described the Governor’s action of referring the Bills to the President as “not bona fide”,
and his conduct as “arbitrary, non est, and erroneous in law”.

FIC o 31 FaOTent 1 Isgafa &l SiSTet T AT I FATS HI "SHATAGR 81" TATAT 3 37
HTEROT Y "HTHATAT, A, R Flefet $T T F Rt Ferl

* In normal circumstances, such a severe reprimand would have resulted in the resignation of
the person whose conduct was under scrutiny: Mr. Ravi.

ATATT IRIEATIT &, VO F3l BehR 3T cTfFd o ST T HIRUT Sold! folden! oird af Jer A:
37T IR.TA. T

* But these are not normal circumstances, and Mr. Ravi was certainly playing the politically
partisan role assigned to him by the Centre, led by the BJP, which is inimically disposed to
the DMK that is in power in Tamil Nadu.

aiferet I ArATeT aRFEafaar 781 §, 3R IR . T g v & &g, 9y &9 8 srerar & ganr
| a1 et o TaTardt Qe o7e 3¢ &, S affereTg & J%e DMK & g faedt tdar e
gl

» Hindrance was the strategy.

Ig U Wi faier 31k werae $r oY

* The significance of the judgment goes beyond the censure of a particular Governor.

=g hyol T Agcd fhd) Teh TsIUTe I BehR T el 3T &

* It lays down definite timelines for Governors to act on Bills.

Ig TSIt & fov RO o w1iars &= f AR gaadiar g sarg|

* It ensures that Governors can no longer indefinitely delay legislation under the pretext of
scrutiny or act whimsically or with impunity.

Ig GiATEd T ¢ foh ATl 319 o F dera et & sifafRaasrels &8 76 a2 aeha ar
HAATS IT SSHF BIend I 61 T Heel |
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» The Court has reaffirmed a constitutional principle that has often been undermined: that Raj
Bhavans must function with transparency, and accountability.

FIC o v wauTToE Rgwie $T Y & gfte &1 §, IRy 3 o o o & o wrersraet &t
URETRIAT 3R SREAE & AT HR HLell TR

» With the legislation now in force, the Tamil Nadu government has the authority to appoint V-
Cs and must act swiftly to fill these vacancies in 12 universities, and are made based on merit,
integrity, and competence, given past allegations of corruption.

319 ST feh Fg FHIefeT o] &1 Yol &, AfHeIaATg TIHR 1 12 Freafagrarat & geraforat v fagiera
AR el 7121 §, 3R T8 AgfFaar deaar, $AmerY, 3R &Tar & TR W Sleg S Sl a1ig v,
Fifeh gl TSR & 3RIY ofdl U

* This judgment is not merely a legal milestone; it is a call for constitutional morality and
cooperative federalism, and restoration of dignity to the office of the Governor, who, as the
Court pointed out, is expected to act as friend, philosopher, and guide to the State Cabinet,
and not as a blunt instrument of the Centre.

T fA0TT harel Teh Hiefeil Hiel T T 61 §; Tg Ueh FAeferen Afcrehelt 3R Tghrr Forame 1
YFR &, 3R Teaarer & qg FY TIRAT Y greh o g, S o I & TaR, T AfHAz 7 A7,
aretfare 3t Arleels gl TifeT, o T dhg &1 Uereifas sRaR|
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Understanding India’s China conundrum

[GS Paper II: India-China |

oday’s China is evidently not the China
of Deng Xiaoping. With the advent of
Xi Jinping in 2013, China has changed
even more and there is little indication
that it has since retracted from this path. On the
other hand, it is harking more and more to its
past, wallowing in self-pity as a ‘wronged’
civilisation. As this becomes more pronounced,
the need for caution becomes self-evident, at
least as far as countries on its borders are
concerned. China’s border provocations, in the
Himalayas for instance, can be traced to its
determination to restore the Qing Dynasty
frontiers, notwithstanding the evident weakness
of these claims.

From skirmishes to some de-escalation

The border skirmishes with India in Depsang
(2013), Demchok (2016), Doklam (2017), and
Galwan (2020) serve to confirm this hypothesis.
The warm sentiments exchanged between
leaders of India and China recently, therefore,
need to be taken with a great deal of
circumspection. Much of the rest of the world,
apart from India, has been surprised by the
recent outburst of sentiments. Caution is, thus,
well merited, and it would be highly optimistic to
treat the present as denoting a return to the Hu
Jintao period - in the first decade of the century
~ which was a brief interregnum when relations
appeared to veer towards normalcy.

A thaw in relations could be discerned towards
the latter part of 2024, involving a de-escalation
of operations at friction points on the border.
Official references to this were, however, made
only just prior to the BRICS Summit in Kazan
(Russia) in October 2024. Outlines of the
India-China Border Patrolling Agreement,
nevertheless, remained sketchy, though they did
appear to signal a breakthrough. The Agreement,
focusing primarily on patrolling arrangements
between the two sides in the Himalayas, has since
been invested with far greater significance than a
mere Border Patrolling Agreement. A ‘degree of
stand-off”, however, still prevails along the Line of
Actual Control.

It was China that was first off the mark. In
November 2024, the Chinese Defence Ministry
observed that India and China were
implementing a settlement reached between the
two countries for disengagement and resumption
of patrolling. Even before the process had been
completed, a Chinese Defence Ministry
Spokesman (during a media briefing), observed
“we look forward to a harmonious dance
between the Chinese Dragon and the Indian
Elephant with concerted steps”.

In an interview with an American podcaster,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi — who visited the
United States in February 2025 — declared that
normalcy had returned to the India-China border
after his talks with President Xi Jinping in Kazan

in October (2024), adding that “our cooperation

for global peace and prosperity”. Subsequent to
this, there has been mention of the revival of the
SR (Special Representatives) talks in the near
future.

De-escalation of tensions on the border and
putting in place new “patrolling arrangements’
are important, but fall well short of robust
negotiating stages. Specifics are, however,
important in dealing with such issues, all the

A

M.K. Narayanan

is a former Director,
Intelligence Bureau,
a former National
Security Adviser, and
a former Governor
of West Bengal world that is no longer considered multipolar,

and where pluralism is at a severe disadvantage,

Right'. Also, that references to the ‘rules based
international order’ have little meaning. Hence,
the need for caution.

A reality check

the previous year. This is approximately three
times higher than that of India, and should serve

currently believed to be less than 2% of its GDP,

Defence Budget and that of India’s is a matter of
concern. India and China are not about, or
expected, to go to war in the near future, but
India should not also be inveigled into accepting

is that the People’s Liberation Army today
maintains over a lakh of soldiers (along with
tanks, howitzers, surface-to-air missiles and

stocking-up on its nuclear weaponry (and while
all reports about nuclear warheads are at best
speculative), Stockholm International Peace
Research Institute (SIPRI) and other reliable
agencies suggest that in the recent past, Beijing

its existing stockpile.

India should not be oblivious to the fact that
while talking peace, China is strengthening its
war-fighting capabilities (even though this may
also be intended to withstand a U.S.-led attack).
China’s lead in Artificial Intelligence (AI) today
also gives it a decided advantage in the realm of
‘new age’ warfare. Simultaneously, China has
taken the lead as far as military applications of
cyber, apart from Al, are concerned, becoming
adept at Al-enabled cyber-security operations.

China already maintains a lead over India in
aspects such as anti-satellite capabilities and has
made rapid advancements in battlefield digital
technologies, real-time data processing,
predictive analytics and automated decision
support systems. China is also understood to
have a decisive advantage in aspects such as
quantum technology. Hence, much more than

In its shadow
play with
Beijing, New
Delhi must also
be prepared for
all eventualities

Understanding India’s China conundrum
I T et { TS ST FY TATAT

is not only (mutually) beneficial, but also essential

more so in the case of a nation such as China. Ina

most experts veer to the view that ‘Might is again

Meanwhile, China, in March, announced that it is
increasing its Defence Budget by 7.2% over that of

as a warning to India. India’s defence spending is

and the difference between a burgeoning Chinese

China’s assertions and promises. The grim reality

heavy weaponry), in the icy Himalayan heights of
Ladakh. This apart, there are reports that China is

has added another hundred nuclear warheads to

pious words will be needed to convince the world
(India included) about China’s real intentions
before the Elephant and the Dragon can dance
together. India must, hence, exercise utmost vigil.

In the neighbourhood

Meanwhile, as a part of its current foreign policy
initiatives, China has embarked on a quest for
new friends in India’s ‘backyard’. India needs to
be vigilant about this development. The latest is
Bangladesh. After the eclipse of the Sheikh
Hasina regime in Bangladesh, and a successful
visit by Bangladesh’s Chief Adviser, Mohammed
Yunus, to China in March, Bangladesh has now
come directly on China’s radar, and is being
viewed as a ‘good friend’.

This development, apart from being an aspect
of deep concern, creates a new void on India’s
eastern flank. What is also becoming evident is
that even as India has been assiduously courting
the U.S., it seems to be losing focus on
strengthening and improving relations with
countries in its immediate neighbourhood. This
situation extends to West Asia and North Africa as
well.

Again, if energy security remains the ‘Holy
Grail’ for nations the world over, China appears to
have stolen a march over India and many others,
in the nuclear energy domain. It has been active
in the African continent and has reportedly
gained a beachhead there, in terms of nuclear
energy resources, while other countries such as
India (which are similarly hoping to increase their
reliance on nuclear power) remain far behind.
Irrespective of relations between India and China,
nuclear energy will soon be an important
component in the tussle for energy independence
and influence. For now, China appears to have
stolen a march over India with its successful foray
into the African continent, even as their market is
beginning to open up. Given the mounting
intensity of great power competition, including
between India and China, the scale and pace of
China’s military modernisation, and China’s
penchant for expanding its boundaries, India
could well confront a difficult future, if it does not
act in time and with necessary foresight.

Finally, in its shadow play with China, India
must also be prepared for any and all
eventualities. U.S. President Donald Trump, given
his mercurial temperament, could well strike a
deal with China — an eventuality that could upset
and alter power equations across the globe. It
might, hence, be prudent for India’s leaders and
strategists to take note of such an eventuality, if
not for now in the not too distant future, and
prepare for this eventuality. India and China are
old civilisations and have overcome many
problems in the past. This may be one more
eventuality that India’s leaders might have to
anticipate and contend with even if it appears
highly improbable at this point in time.

Today’s China is evidently not the China of Deng Xiaoping.
3rar 1 e, Fave T @ 97 A3t fer & For &1 <fier 7141 31

» With the advent of Xi Jinping in 2013, China has changed even more and there is little
indication that it has since retracted from this path.
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Gohd sTeTI g |
» On the other hand, it is harking more and more to its past, wallowing in self-pity as a ‘wronged
civilisation’.

@t 3R, e 379e el A 3R efle 16T 8 3R e I vk ST F97ar & &9 H T : @ &

* As this becomes more pronounced, the need for caution becomes self-evident, at least as far
as countries on its borders are concerned.

V- I TfSehIuT TUSE BT ST TET &, WIEHTAT T 3TaRThdT 379 3T TISE &Y STaT &, WTHHT
3o7 21 & forT St sgahT #A T ) =g §1

» China’s border provocations, in the Himalayas for instance, can be traced to its
determination to restore the Qing Dynasty frontiers, notwithstanding the evident weakness of
these claims.

T T AT 9T IR arelt AfAfRARAT, S F FFTerT 7, 37T Ig A g2l § for ag Riar aer
Y HIATHT Y T A TATAT T 16T &, 3l & ST Gl ehT HASIRT TS 8|

From skirmishes to some de-escalation

&34l ¥ $© del1d gl

* The border skirmishes with India in Depsang (2013), Demchok (2016), Doklam (2017), and
Galwan (2020) serve to confirm this hypothesis.

Depsang (2013), Demchok (2016), Doklam (2017), 3iR Galwan (2020) ﬁﬂﬂ?fé?wgé
HiATE 3T 38 URoT T gt FA B

* The warm sentiments exchanged between leaders of India and China recently, therefore,
need to be taken with a great deal of circumspection.

gTel & # #TRd 3R 1T & A3 o il cgeret fohT 1T WigTEqoT sra=Tiait 1 Sg 31Teh Aaemed &
@ AR

* Much of the rest of the world, apart from India, has been surprised by the recent outburst of
sentiments.

mﬁmr@m%maraeﬁaﬁgmmmmﬁﬁmﬁgm%l

* Caution is, thus, well merited, and it would be highly optimistic to treat the present as denoting
a return to the Hu Jintao period — in the first decade of the century — which was a brief
interregnum when relations appeared to veer towards normalcy.

saferT, FaeE 39 &, 3R adATT F g it & 77 — S 7% 50 T & IRiAS aed J o1
— I 3R ST AT AT FcITF JTAETEY AT gef, ST TG U3 AT T & I
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» Athaw in relations could be discerned towards the latter part of 2024, involving a de-
escalation of operations at friction points on the border.

2024 & 3 H GEUT H Teh ATHY ST 918, TG AT & TagAeiier 833 & 1 H3 HIA T HIfALT
EREIE]

« Official references to this were, however, made only just prior to the BRICS Summit in
Kazan (Russia) in October 2024.

S0 Y 3 TR Hesh shael IrFga 2024 # FAtd () A g3 Rrew Rraw awiea a &+
9gd IGT AT |

* Outlines of the India-China Border Patrolling Agreement, nevertheless, remained sketchy,
though they did appear to signal a breakthrough.

SRt HAT e FASAle hr Faar 360 off e §, BTN SHA Ueh IUSATT T FeTeh T
[GRGINS

* The Agreement, focusing primarily on patrolling arrangements between the two sides in the
Himalayas, has since been invested with far greater significance than a mere Border Patrolling
Agreement.

Ig FASAAT, S AET: RATerT 7 Sl T&il & i< MR eqaw > W HTed §, 379 Ueh A AT
IR AN H el 3T Ageaqor &7 I1AT &

* A ‘degree of stand-off’, however, still prevails along the Line of Actual Control.

gTeilfeh, arFatad for 3@ (LAC) WX 377 87 Uah &< cieh arerrarqor Fearfer ot g5 &1

* It was China that was first off the mark. In November 2024, the Chinese Defence Ministry
observed that India and China were implementing a settlement reached between the two
countries for disengagement and resumption of patrolling.

S8 fohaT T Q3T et o T AT | Taa¥ 2024 H Y T&H HATGT 7 e o HRA 3R e &
daiter ger afed o TuEl W Buwdesie 3R e $ qgrelt S GHlar o9 fhar S @ 8|

» Even before the process had been completed, a Chinese Defence Ministry Spokesman
(during a media briefing), observed “we look forward to a harmonious dance between the
Chinese Dragon and the Indian Elephant with concerted steps”.

SH GfshdT o QT Blel U Tgel &1, =Nl T FHATET o Taiehell o Teh U sil{thal H hgT, “gH it 3aTeT
AR ety greft & o WSt e T 3FAE A § 1

* In an interview with an American podcaster, Prime Minister Narendra Modi — who visited
the United States in February 2025 — declared that normalcy had returned to the India-
China border after his talks with President Xi Jinping in Kazan in October (2024).

HEY 2025 H T Tod FARET Y A1 I 1T qurerss=t a¥g A& o U FANAY qigahree
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feT AR 31 e T srareax 2024 7 Farmer 7 oft fr=rfdier & A ST & a1 sRe-<ier i
W HATIT olie 38 &

* He added that “our cooperation is not only mutually beneficial, but also essential for global
peace and prosperity”.

3ogial I8 oY gt fr “BHART AT o haol IREINF T F ATHHRY &, gfes IRas anifa ik
TS & T raegs s g1

» Subsequent to this, there has been mention of the revival of the SR (Special
Representatives) talks in the near future.

58 a1, e sifasy & vaam (R yfafafl) ardh & R & E it Fr =i gs gl

» De-escalation of tensions on the border and putting in place new ‘patrolling arrangements’
are important, but fall well short of robust negotiating stages.

AT TN AT FH FIAT AR TS T STTEAT 1] FAT Agea Ul 8, elifehet g 3787 off Aot
qraT3t 8 T gy Bl

* Specifics are, however, important in dealing with such issues, all the more so in the case of a
nation such as China.

gTeTifoh, VF HATHT H 1 faavor 38H 81 &, WE ©iel S &2r & ATH H|

* In a world that is no longer considered multipolar, and where pluralism is at a severe
disadvantage, most experts veer to the view that ‘Might is again Right’.

3Tl Y e Y 37 TEYAIT LT ATAT ST, 3R STET agerare ohl A= & el g, Jiferehrer farway
AASE & aaT A RRA =T

* Also, that references to the ‘rules-based international order’ have little meaning. Hence, the
need for caution.

a1 &, AT e FARTSERT SHTEAT FT Soold 376 FITST YA =T8T 3§ I1T § | 3T,
AT T TR & |

A Reality Check
TS ghlhd I ST

* In March, China announced that it is increasing its Defence Budget by 7.2% over that of the
previous year.

AT #, il o BT Y T a8 39 el a¥ & Fehleel T Fore & 7.2% T et H W e

* This is approximately three times higher than that of India, and should serve as a warning to
India.

g AR & HeTaol oTaTeTT effet AT 318 § 3R #RA o foIT Uen Aaraell & &7 & e el A1igv|
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* India’s defence spending is currently believed to be less than 2% of its GDP, and the
difference between a burgeoning Chinese defence budget and that of India’s is a matter of
concern.

R T T&TT T TJATH H 5Hh GDP T 2% T 3t 3 AT 1T &, 3R oA & To 16T Fo1e 3R]
R o oI &7 R a1 _Awa g

* India and China are not about, or expected, to go to war in the near future, but India should not
also be inveigled into accepting China’s assertions and promises.

HRA 3R T fovehe fasa & Jegr 1 3T 78T 9¢ @ § 3 &1 37 371e 8, Afehet R a1 e
& graY 3 aEY FI foar A-gHs) TSR 78T HLET A1fg |

» The grim reality is that the People’s Liberation Army today maintains over a lakh of
soldiers (along with tanks, howitzers, surface-to-air missiles and heavy weaponry) in the
icy Himalayan heights of Ladakh.

hsdl FedTs I8 & foh digew foraers st 3ot aregra & ahfer RRamerdY a3t v o & srfer
Hferenl (@12 & &, ifdeeR, el W §a1 # AR FY areh fAwms 3R o1 RAN) &1 dard e gu
gl

* There are reports that China is stocking-up on its nuclear weaponry, and SIPRI suggests
that Beijing has added another hundred nuclear warheads to its existing stockpile.

Rvet & 3@ =iet 319er aRATo] ERAART FT $EROT X TET &, 3R Feiher geraereTa iy R
$EATYE (SIPRI) &1 AT § T fifSiar ¥ 3r0e e #isR #F 100 wwamy #fm 3R s e §)

» While talking peace, China is strengthening its war-fighting capabilities (even if this is also
intended to withstand a U.S.-led attack).

Ty Y Tl et gU oY, et 37Tt aer aTerell Y g X @1 & (o) 81 Ug AR Zanr Aqed
fFe goar @ Ades & fawan|

» China’s lead in Artificial Intelligence (Al) today gives it a decided advantage in ‘new age’
warfare.

anféReRrer gefasie (Al) 7 et &1 o 317eT 38 7% dIEY & Jaur 7 U FIv€ 964 ol o

 China has also advanced in military applications of cyber, anti-satellite capabilities,
digital battlefield tech, real-time data processing, predictive analytics, and automated
decision systems.

et o WIS & Vo7 3T, v-Weanse aeransi, Bioed gau aweds, dae-ema sar wafdT,
qateATe faveryor 3 Faarfara fotar yomelt & oft o ararhr A 8|

+ China is also believed to have a decisive advantage in quantum technology.

T Y FaTeH dhein 7 #ff Aol Toa AT g1 &1 3T B
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» Much more than pious words will be needed to convince the world about China’s real
intentions before the Elephant and the Dragon can dance together.

g1t 3R JoTeT o Uk WY AT @ Tg el g T T T 3Gl HAIT ok IR A Frearw et & fow
T AFTHATT 1T AET Bl |
* India must exercise utmost vigil.

R Pl FATAH TdehdT =T AT

In the Neighbourhood
TS T A

* China has embarked on a quest for new friends in India’s ‘backyard’ as part of its foreign
policy initiatives.

et o el fader A wgalt & ded o & 'Rroars & av ARt Ar @ e

* The latest is Bangladesh. After the eclipse of the Sheikh Hasina regime, and a successful
visit by Bangladesh’s Chief Adviser Mohammed Yunus to China in March, Bangladesh is
now being seen as a ‘good friend’ by China.

SHH AEATGY FIY AT 3TEX0T & | AW FHIAT ATHA o HhHGIN g1t IR AT H HET FAGFR
AGFAG TeTH 1 el AT & 16, el 3 TG 1 ‘HesT AT AT W5

* This creates a new void on India’s eastern flank and is a matter of deep concern.

Ig AR & el REW A v 747 Y Scead adll ¢ 3R e e &1 faw g

* While India is courting the U.S., it seems to be losing focus on neighbourhood relations
including West Asia and North Africa.

ST AR HARHT & A1 Rt AT 9 @7 &, A a6 Tgrat quif 31 afveasr v 3k 3% anhrar
& HIY HY AT ot I EATeT o1 & @I o |

* In the domain of energy security, China has gained an edge, especially in the nuclear
energy sector, with a significant presence in the African continent.

Foll GR&TT & &1 H, TN &9 & qTAT] Fail &7 &, el o Fecl F07 ol § 3R 3ThT bt Agleda
H JeTIaATel gE@ © |

* Other countries like India still remain far behind in this aspect.

R S 37T ¢ 39 817 & 373 off ey iy &1

* Nuclear energy will become an important component in the future tussle for energy
independence and influence.

TATY] ot 7T 3 Tl Fadadr AR T T o151S F U Ageaqul geah &l STue|
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* Given the intensity of great power competition, China’s military modernisation, and its
boundary expansionist mindset, India could face a difficult future if it does not act in time
and with foresight.

FererfFaal At gfaeael, fier F A smeyfahiaor ik Bt & Rear & A # daa
gV, Ife HRA T T 3R GIERIAT & H NG g1 el ot 3 FdSar 7T hr FHAT el 05
Hehell 81

* India must be prepared for any and all eventualities, including the possibility of a U.S.-China
deal under a mercurial leader like Donald Trump.

AR 1 g wenfaa FReufa & fow dm tgarr =nfee, forws Seres 0 S JrefATe & a1 oAt arer
AT & g FANFT-AeT FHSAt S Garrae ot enfaer g1

* India and China are old civilisations and have overcome many problems in the past.

HRA 3R =T YreheT FIIATT & 3R 371 it H s AT 1 s AT & |

» This may be one more eventuality that India’s leaders may need to anticipate and handle,
even if it appears improbable at this time.

% U 3R wanfaa aRfeufer g dench § Iad 3R & A3il = arausiiqdes fgear g5 dehdr g,
7o &1 I§ ST HY AWHT 9T KT &l
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The pandemzc — looking back, looking forward

|GS Paper II: Health Sect:

‘ ‘ he only possible answer to the
question of how we can survive

the plague is by living.” — José
Saramago

Last month, March, we marked five years of
the COVID-19 pandemic around the world. By
now, we have had events, conferences, editorials,
policy statements and thought leadership
internationally. And there could also be some of
us left pondering about Saramago. Have we learnt
enough as a society and moved toward a
healthier, more innovative and inclusive society
by picking up lessons from the pandemic?

The learnings are of course stark and have
necessitated a fundamental rethink about trust,
the role of technology, our responsibility towards
the vulnerable, and the architecture of health and
innovation in the Global South and North.

Some of the critical lessons

It was from the pandemic that we learnt about
the fragility of trust in health-care institutions and
public health guidance. Several studies indicated
that low trust and confidence in health-care
service delivery could hinder the adoption of
non-pharmaceutical and pharmaceutical
interventions broadly, like for tests and vaccines.
This also showed up as a heterogeneity in
confidence in health-care systems, impacting
mobility and compliance worldwide during the
pandemic.

In India, the heterogeneity in reported
COVID-19 infections in the early stages pointed to
a variation in confidence levels in the health-care
sector — as highlighted by reports of the
underreporting of excess mortality that was later
published in Science. Other countries faced
communication failures, as seen in vulnerable
economies. Overall, this underscores the critical
role of government in convincing populations
about the effectiveness of preventive measures.
Public health interventions are predicated on
public trust, and any erosion of this foundation
can severely undermine pandemic response
efforts tomorrow.

Technology, a double-edged sword, has also
witnessed an unprecedented acceleration in its

Chirantan
Chatterjee

is a Professor of
Development
Economics,
Innovation and Global
Health at the
University of Sussex

While there
have been many
lessons
concerning
public health
responses,
innovation and
global equity,
there is still a
lot of unfinished
work left

adoption even as it has starkly revealed the digital
divide between the privileged and the
underserved and also impacting vulnerable
populations during work or study from home.
The pandemic propelled the use of Artificial
Intelligence (AT) in pharmaceutical innovation.
This writer’s research at the University of Sussex
with patent data showed a sharp increase in the
presence and the count of Al keywords in
pharmaceutical patent abstracts after the onset of
COVID-19, suggesting increased use of innovative
technologies in this sector (further validated by
the Nobel Prize awarded to Demis Hassabis and
John M. Jumper of DeepMind and the rapid
progress in drug discovery and innovation
spurred by Al). Telemedicine experienced a
reinvigoration, offering an alternative way to
providing health care amidst restrictions on
movement and face-to-face encounters. While
digital technology offers solutions, equitable
access remains a significant challenge,
particularly in developing economies, despite the
global surge in digital health interventions.

Vulnerabilities were amplified
We also learnt, brutally, about an amplification of
existing vulnerabilities, leading to concerns that
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
has been significantly compromised, particularly
in vulnerable, resource-poor economies. The
disproportionate effect of COVID-19 on women,
concerning childcare, work and mental health,
was a critical lesson. Access to health-care
services became a major challenge. The
experience highlighted the urgent need for
policies and investments that specifically address
the needs of vulnerable groups to ensure
equitable access to care and mitigate
disproportionate impacts during health
emergencies. The pandemic also triggered a
silent pandemic of global mental health
challenges. The pandemic has severely affected
global workplace productivity, with no stable
solution as yet to address this structurally and
sustainably as debates around work-from-home
or hybrid models continue globally.

COVID-19 laid bare inherent weaknesses in

health systems globally, emphasising the
necessity of having universal health insurance
coverage. The pre-pandemic health systems in
India and other Global South nations had
inherent weaknesses in addressing public goods
and institutional capacity. National oxygen
capabilities are now an important issue to
address respiratory pathogens circulating for
tomorrow’s pandemic, as research from
U-Edinburgh has pointed out. The concept of
“hybrid” solutions, coupling digital technology
with existing infrastructure, emerged as a
potential pathway for delivering care in a
cost-optimal manner. So did public-private
collaborations in research and development and
health delivery. But on many occasions, these
efforts have gone away in various countries after
the pandemic has subsided. The need for a
central public health officer to harmonise efforts
and reduce coordination costs, especially in
countries with decentralised health systems, has
become increasingly apparent.

The crisis also brought into focus the
contentious issue of profiteering. Debates
surrounding intellectual property (IP) waivers for
COVID-19 vaccines, diagnostics, and therapeutics
highlighted the tension between protecting
innovation and ensuring equitable global access.
Africa suffered significantly due to vaccine
nationalism, amplifying the need for South-South
collaboration for future pandemics in this
Anthropocene.

In perspective

Overall, five years since the COVID-19 pandemic,
it seems like we may have flattened the curve on
health, innovation and the economy, but there is
a lot of unfinished work. Whether we will be able
to usher in *One World and One Health’ or remain
mired in protectionist tendencies globally,
reflecting on national health security
considerations, remains to be seen. Yes, for those
left behind on this planet, we are living beyond
the pandemic — to allude to Saramago. But are we
learning and actively breathing to create globally
health-resilient inclusive societies tomorrow? One
is left to wonder.

The pandemic — looking back, looking forward

HETHARY — WS ST, 313 dgaT

- The only possible answer to the question of how we can survive the

plague is by living.”

— José Saramago
“CeT W FH T AT WHdT § SHPT THATT 3o ¢ — i FI1”

— SN GRTATM

* Last month, March, we marked five years of the COVID-19 pandemic around the world.

oo 7, AT #, g8 g ¢R A F133-19 AFTART F 9T W1 R fhv|

* By now, we have had events, conferences, editorials, policy statements and thought

leadership internationally.
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» And there could also be some of us left pondering about Saramago.

3R & FeheTl & 1o & H @ T ofter 378 off WRTATAN & FaaRt oX |y 8 &7 |

» Have we learnt enough as a society and moved toward a healthier, more innovative and
inclusive society by picking up lessons from the pandemic?

FIAT A AGTANY ¥ VT I Teh TGy, AQAN 31T gAmdel gaArer T 31 93ied seA 3T 22

The learnings are of course stark

» They have necessitated a fundamental rethink about trust, the role of technology, our
responsibility towards the vulnerable, and the architecture of health and innovation in the
Global South and North.

s farearw, slqaifarhy #r s, FAeiR 9t & ufer foAqrY, 3R ARew gfdor sl s
TR 3 AR Y FIFAT T AT FoAtaar b 3ifard o fear gl

Some of the critical lessons

$C Hegcd Ol qah

* It was from the pandemic that we learnt about the fragility of trust in health-care
institutions and public health guidance.

g HETARY § TaTFey WYt 3R Ao Fareey Avigle 7 fearq At Arepadr i 9ol =

* Several studies indicated that low trust and confidence in health-care service delivery could
hinder the adoption of non-pharmaceutical and pharmaceutical interventions, like tests and
vaccines.

FS IETTAT ¥ Tohd fear fF Tareey Qansit & Fa feam 31R 3ncafaary s 31t a1 oY
attwer 3ity Av-aittwer geaeiaY S 39 F 94T 997 G &

* This also showed up as a heterogeneity in confidence in health-care systems, impacting
mobility and compliance worldwide during the pandemic.

Ig TAELY YoTferal 7 faeard & T & aaAEar & &9 7 oft s e, Saw Fgrandy & ghe
dfRae TR TR rferefiera 3 sreqarerer Sanfad g3l

* In India, the heterogeneity in reported COVID-19 infections in the early stages pointed to a
variation in confidence levels in the health-care sector.

HIT H AGTARY o Y37l TN H gof T 75 FIFAS-19 WHHOT &I h1 TATALrelr o Fareey &7 7
e & TaX A 3a% S |
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* This was highlighted by reports of the underreporting of excess mortality, later published in
Science.

$ehT 4fSe Science TR & §Tg H THIRI HfAF 7 &T A Fa Raiféar A Raret @ gs

* Other countries faced communication failures, especially in vulnerable economies.

3 g2t o 3 HOR RAwdar3it o1 GrF=T haT, TAATH FHASR srefeaaeamsit 7|

* Overall, this underscores the critical role of government in convincing populations about the
effectiveness of preventive measures.

gt TR, g Aearer 3urat i wamaelierar 1 daT el & favard fas § #3@R $if Ageaqet
STfAT AT Y@ fehd LT B

* Public health interventions are predicated on public trust, and any erosion of this
foundation can severely undermine future pandemic response efforts.

SIS TATELT FEARIT T 3TUR STeTdT HT fART 81T 8, IR 3 +1id I hAAR glelT HfasT Fr
FeeY wfafsnar &l 7 v @ wenfaa s Fhar g

Technology: a double-edged sword

gleAIfareh: v Qe qerEr

» Technology has witnessed an unprecedented acceleration in its adoption, even as it
revealed the digital divide between the privileged and the underserved.

e AT & 3T # AT doft 3713, it 30 AT &1 afara 3R werea a9t & i Bfoes
ﬁmaﬁwgaﬂl

* It also impacted vulnerable populations during work or study from home.

SO O W FIH AT YBTS & ST FHASR gait or 3i genfaa fmam|

» The pandemic propelled the use of Artificial Intelligence (Al) in pharmaceutical innovation.

FETARY o Jiiwer Farar H FF gEfoFar (Al) & 39T A A |

* This writer’s research at the University of Sussex with patent data showed a sharp increase
in Al keywords in pharmaceutical patent abstracts after COVID-19.

@ & University of Sussex & Y€ 3eT W T 1T eer o fe@mam ik #1fas-19 & a1g sitwer dée
AR 7 Al Heflre ereal 1 G&a1 # 3ol A JE 0§35

* This suggests increased use of innovative technologies in this sector.

Ig 3 &1 F AR deheilehl & g 3TN A AT B

* It was further validated by the Nobel Prize awarded to Demis Hassabis and John M. Jumper
of DeepMind, and the rapid progress in drug discovery and innovation spurred by Al.
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g8 DeepMind & Demis Hassabis 31 John M. Jumper &I ffel siider [EFR 3R Al g@RT
URe gar @er 3R AR 7 e werfa ¥ 31K e R

* Telemedicine experienced a reinvigoration, offering an alternative way to provide health
care amidst restrictions on movement and face-to-face encounters.

THARRAT = 7€ Fa1 A, Y 3rarHAs 3R 3Ha-gFa s W) a9 qefea) & S &\
a1 &=t &1 Adeq §o7)

» While digital technology offers solutions, equitable access remains a significant challenge.

RfSrea awedis Farere o & 8, AfdeT wamer ag 3rf off v 92t el )

* This is particularly true in developing economies, despite the global surge in digital health
interventions.

Ig Taeve fasrrelter srdegawamsit & @w 8, o) &1 s TR X Rives wareey 3wt & gefar
g &l

Vulnerabilities were amplified

FHAANAT T TG=1T

» We also learnt, brutally, about an amplification of existing vulnerabilities, leading to
concerns that the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development has been significantly
compromised, particularly in vulnerable, resource-poor economies.

& Ig ¢l FORAT § W=l 1 el foh qget @ #l[g Faeial # ef¥ g3 &, f5rad 7 Rar der g5
f& 2030 & Tdd faw™ Jag AT FT T FAGAR 3R G- rdegaryms it J§ 7R s a
qﬂﬁagtf%“l

» The disproportionate effect of COVID-19 on women, concerning childcare, work and
mental health, was a critical lesson.

F1fa3-19 1 AR 9T arer T@HTS, F1H IR AARAF TAELT F JHT HHATT IHT Toh
Hgcaqo A |

* Access to health-care services became a major challenge.

FATET AT TF I U 991 oAt I TS|

* The experience highlighted the urgent need for policies and investments that specifically
address the needs of vulnerable groups to ensure equitable access to care and mitigate
disproportionate impacts during health emergencies.

U 311379 o Ig AT 3 FHSIR FaIt Y raegeharait 1 €1 # 7@ gU Aot 3 fder Hr
THT ATIIHRAT ¢, dTfeh TATELT 39T feAfaat & A @HTe 3o o 31 3rFATT gH1E) Y
FH a1 3T & |
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* The pandemic also triggered a silent pandemic of global mental health challenges.

HETART # ARaeh ARAF Fareey ATt Fr v Al AGHARY o1 7 S feam|

» The pandemic has severely affected global workplace productivity, with no stable
solution as yet to address this structurally and sustainably, as debates around work-from-
home or hybrid models continue globally.

HeTARY o ARG FRITT A Scarghdar #1 13T 77 & yanfaa forar €, 3R SvgarcAs 9 gad
FATYTA 3730 doh T AT 37T &, STfeh 8 ¥ F1A 31 g13fas Alsd F1 o dRas sga I g

COVID-19 laid bare health system weaknesses

F1fA3-19 o TIRELT YUITA! Y FASRAT F ITER FAT

* COVID-19 laid bare inherent weaknesses in health systems globally, emphasising the
necessity of universal health insurance coverage.

FfAs-19 o AR Fareey yonfadt # A safifRa FaaRat 1 3awR 6 3k aEstfas
FATELY AT Faol HT HTTIFAT I Il Tehel TehaT|

* The pre-pandemic health systems in India and other Global South nations had inherent
weaknesses in addressing public goods and institutional capacity.

HRA 3R 317 ARgw gfdyor ot Hr AFTATY F gger H T yonfadl 7 gradfas g9 3R
HEUTT &THaT ¥ aes # Aersa wasniar o
* National oxygen capabilities are now an important issue to address respiratory

pathogens circulating for tomorrow’s pandemic, as research from U-Edinburgh has pointed
out.

U-Edinburgh & ITeT o 38R, ISR HTFHISTeT GTAATT 379 SIS Y HETARY & ool aTel 2aHeT
eretera & e & fov v Ageayur Aear ¢

* The concept of “hybrid” solutions, coupling digital technology with existing
infrastructure, emerged as a potential pathway for delivering care in a cost-optimal manner.

Bforee awalts o1 AlsEr e 4 s arer “grEfs” FATUET BT TUROT FH AT F T
ATT &t ol Ueh HHTTAT TEAT SoTeh 3977 |

» So did public-private collaborations in research and development and health delivery.

54T oE IraqaTe, Ry 3R Fareey Qar fravor A wraarfass-fash wgarr of s

» But on many occasions, these efforts have gone away in various countries after the
pandemic has subsided.

gTcTiTeh, g IR HETARNT A gl & 18 I TITH F§ 20T H FATCT g1 3T

» The need for a central public health officer to harmonise efforts and reduce coordination
costs, especially in countries with decentralised health systems, has become increasingly
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apparent.
RFediga Fareey yonfadt arer Sf 7 ¥HeaT ArRTd F F¥e 3R T4 F Thigd F & o
Toh AT Ao Fareed HRFRY 1 3Taedehar 319 Tse gt 51 W@ ¥

Contentious issue of profiteering

o187 FHAT FT fAarerEae Hear

* The crisis also brought into focus the contentious issue of profiteering.

3T The = A1 FATA & AAGRIE Heg 1 o ISR foha|

» Debates surrounding intellectual property (IP) waivers for COVID-19 vaccines,
diagnostics, and therapeutics highlighted the tension between protecting innovation and
ensuring equitable global access.

FIfas-19 &al, S 3R 3TAR & AT FigftrF FeT (IP) T I o 9gH o TaTaR @ @1 311
AR TR R FAT TgT GlARTT FA & i i Aetraqer Rufa 1 35

« Africa suffered significantly due to vaccine nationalism, amplifying the need for South-
South collaboration for future pandemics in this Anthropocene.

mﬁaﬂamaswﬁmwgm fS o9 89 ATTasTer (Anthropocene) &
sy 1 AFATRAT & Auest & foT Sfayor-gfayor @gaer Y 3maedendr 31X 9 75|

In perspective

AT Tioehior &

* Overall, five years since the COVID-19 pandemic, it seems like we may have flattened the
curve on health, innovation and the economy, but there is a lot of unfinished work.

ol fAITeRY, FIS-19 HETHARY & 9T WIeT S THT SI1cT § Toh G TR, TR 3R
rdegaeyn A aifa i fAdfa R &, Afther el off 5ga @1 F e &)

* Whether we will be able to usher in ‘One World and One Health’ or remain mired in
protectionist tendencies globally, reflecting on national health security considerations,
remains to be seen.

T §H 'TF fAeT, U FARELT T AN Y 19 X 9TCaT 1 ARG FRRTorardY gt 7 3ot
631, Ig TSI FARELT GI&TT o A7 & 7eft Swrerm arehr g

* Yes, for those left behind on this planet, we are living beyond the pandemic — to allude to
Saramago.

&7, 3 Ig W IS g Al & FIT &7 319 APy & IR ot 1§ & — S o anaAm = e

» But are we learning and actively breathing to create globally health-resilient inclusive
societies tomorrow? One is left to wonder.
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AfheT a1 57 g W@ & 3R afhT v @ v X @ & T g aifasy & dRaw wareeg-warw 3k

AT THATST §o1T Th? T Teh WA HT AT ¢

GS Paper lI: India-US|—————
ome and abroad

India must improve research
infrastructure to serve its students

T he ongoing programme of revoking the

visas of foreign students in the U.S., os-

tensibly for opposing the country’s fo-
reign policy, is a direct outcome of the xenophob-
ic tendency in the Trump administration. The
danger is that the ‘Make America Great Again’
movement that propelled Donald Trump into the
Presidency may soon permeate deep into cam-
pus life too. In any case, the number of Indian
students enrolling in U.S. universities has been
on a downward trend since last year — even be-
fore the drumbeats of hostility started. Indian
students are already finding other countries such
as Germany attractive for lower costs and greater
flexibility to self-fund their education through
work. Enrolment figures for September this year
will demonstrate how attractive the U.S. still is for
Indian students despite the looming cancellation
of the Optional Practical Training programme
that offered a segue for foreign students to work-
ing in the U.S. All this, together with the defund-
ing of research and arm-twisting of universities in
a country known to value academic freedom, has
indeed lowered, if not upended, the regard that
people outside had for the U.S.

Many countries have sought to leverage the de-
cline of the U.S. as a destination for talent. Re-
ports talk about European institutions welcom-
ing disgruntled U.S.-based researchers, ironically
noting that scientists and researchers fleeing per-
secution greatly contributed to American pro-
gress in the past. For a while now, Indian retur-
nees have been driven in-part towards a desire to
come back home or even serve their motherland.
Professional achievement or the opportunity to
do high-end research has not always been a big
driver towards India attracting back its people.
While, outwardly, new vistas have opened, re-
search opportunities have expanded, and the
fight for funds is less intense, in part due to the
encouragement given to private institutions,
much work remains to be done. Loosening up
the government’s purse strings and goading priv-
ate institutions to invest in research more may
only be the starting point. What often puts off re-
turnees is the daily struggle in India. The struggle
not only characterises everyday social life but al-
so the workplace. Collaboration between institu-
tions or even across departments is a tough sell.
The suffocating social norms and hierarchies are
a downer. Lastly, the academic freedom that In-
dians are used to enjoying elsewhere will need to
be recreated. That would require a complete
overhaul in the Indian government’s attitude to
liberal values and towards foreigners, which of-
ten borders on the Trumpian.

Home and abroad

oY 3R facer

India must improve research infrastructure to
serve its students

I Y 39T BTAT Y {7 & AT IeTHYT a2 Y
FURAT TIfgT

» The ongoing programme of revoking the visas of foreign
students in the U.S., ostensibly for opposing the country’s
foreign policy, is a direct outcome of the xenophobic tendency
in the Trump administration.

TYF T IJANFT A el ot & A w5g Fa &1 =@l @1
FTIshe, ST Top er Y TAger Afa w1 farer =t & wrRoT fohar & @1
&, €9 werrHe o fagefl-faieft wgfer 1 geger aRomA 21

» The danger is that the ‘Make America Great Again’
movement that propelled Donald Trump into the Presidency
may soon permeate deep into campus life too.

T I8 & [ ‘Make America Great Again’ 3Teied, foT&sT
BNeTes €U I ISCUTA TATT, STog, &F Pletsl TRERT F SiaeT 7 o
MES dF T FT FhaT ¢

* In any case, the number of Indian students enrolling in U.S.
universities has been on a downward trend since last year —
even before the drumbeats of hostility started.

3 o, 3raAfe dr gfaafifeal 7 amiwT F arer SR BE A
TEdT Ao a¥ & & e W g — a1 oo & AT & Fohe YE gl
H TEel &

* Indian students are already finding other countries such as
Germany attractive for lower costs and greater flexibility to
self-fund their education through work.

AT BT Tgel T &1 A AT 31K H1H & ATEIA T HI=T 931§
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T BIEAH FIe T AATIT & HROT FHA A 3177 ¥ 1 37 o1 1@ 8

* Enrolment figures for September this year will demonstrate how attractive the U.S. still is
for Indian students despite the looming cancellation of the Optional Practical Training (OPT)
programme.

3 IV & fAdeR A & AHIS 33 g fe@ruar ik Optional Practical Training (OPT) WYaIma
F 765 T STt Y 3mereT & Sracg AR areft st st BTl F forw free s B

+ All this, together with the defunding of research and arm-twisting of universities in a
country known to value academic freedom, has indeed lowered, if not upended, the regard
that people outside had for the U.S.

oiter &Y BT o o 3R gfAaRifeat W g sreE, S 7 daIfOrF Faaaa Fr AT R IR A A
BT {ET 8, o [Afvad &7 & 3R Y @ ) IRy A § — 301 3ae g g an

» Many countries have sought to leverage the decline of the U.S. as a destination for talent.

FS 2T o FfAT F aTqeT F T & AN Fr A Ul F1 amsr 3= R Hir g

* Reports talk about European institutions welcoming disgruntled U.S.-based researchers,
ironically noting that scientists fleeing persecution once greatly contributed to American
progress.

Ratet & seerm § o gy Feamer sraAReT & sraqee aersatat #1 Fawra #3 3@ 8, 3R @saan
Ig & T FafY scfiza @ smar et & 3raART i yorfar & a1 Aererer fe=m )

* For a while now, Indian returnees have been driven in-part towards a desire to come back
home or even serve their motherland.

39 $© GAG I, FIH FI qT HRAT € wileat a1 3rqar Ger FY Jar FI 1 geor § IR 81 @ El

* Professional achievement or the opportunity to do high-end research has not always been
a big driver towards India attracting back its people.

YIS 3TN AT ITT FANT HTHUTA it T AT AT R H AN HY ATTH AToX T a3
HRT 161 ET o |
» While outwardly, new vistas have opened, research opportunities have expanded, and the

fight for funds is less intense, in part due to the encouragement given to private
institutions, much work remains to be done.

glelifeh STEY & ST W 7§ WHIGATT Woll ¢, HTHHTT F IHaW ¢ ¢ IR wfdr A vfarrui so g
Wwﬁa,mmﬁﬁmmmﬁw,ﬁmﬂa@mm%l

* Loosening up the government’s purse strings and goading private institutions to invest
in research more may only be the starting point.
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TSR EaRT B39 F et a1 3R fsh weumat &Y sregaemer & fovder & fow 9Ra w3 aa v
LI B Fehell B

* What often puts off returnees is the daily struggle in India.

ST et 31X ATt HTeT qrell Y Ahdl §, T & AT H UTRT T Hfsarsan|

» The struggle not only characterises everyday social life but also the workplace.

Ig TuY % grATers shad 7 &) 787, o Faser F ARl 7 i 2

* Collaboration between institutions or even across departments is a tough sell.

HEUTAT A7 TgT dh T fsmen & e Ggaer e o U ST R

» The suffocating social norms and hierarchies are a downer.

& dicat a1 Ao s 3R ISTThA Ueh AFRIcHE Tge ¢ |

* Lastly, the academic freedom that Indians are used to enjoying elsewhere will need to be
recreated.

3icTet:, AR St AeTfOre Faerar gt ¥ reqera 73 7, 38 A @ o o vurRa @ A
S B

» That would require a complete overhaul in the Indian government’s attitude to liberal
values and towards foreigners, which often borders on the Trumpian.

58 T AT FIFR & 38R Hedl 3R ARt & gfar effewior & ¢t ave @ agema &r
JTIRTRAT g1of, ST 37FER e Aelt & AT g AT 8 |
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The Rohingya are on the brink of starvation

|GS Paper II: Rohingya |

uring his four-day visit

to Bangladesh in

March, United Nations

Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres visited Cox’s
Bazar, the site of one of the

out on the backs of the world’s
most vulnerable people.

A weak moral compass
Mr. Musk’s opposition to foreign
aid is not new. He has long

Cutting aid to the Rohingya
refugees doesn’t just hurt the
refugees. It also weakens
America’s standing in South Asia
and beyond. China, which has
steadily increased its influence in

world’s most overlooked Syed Munir dismissed USAID as a “financial Bangladesh, will step into the
humanitarian crisis. Over a million Khasru black hole.” His gleeful vacuum left by the U.S., leveraging

Rohingya refugees in Cox’s Bazar
are teetering on the edge of
catastrophe. Now, their fragile
existence has made even more
precarious by the Trump
administration’s abrupt shutdown
of U.S. Agency for International
Development (USAID) funding.
USAID, historically the largest
donor to humanitarian causes,
spent about $40 billion a year
globally. This has been slashed by
the Department of Government
Efficiency, led by billionaire and
senior adviser to Mr. Trump, Elon
Musk. It is ironic that the U.S.,
which in 2022 declared the
atrocities against the Rohingya a
‘genocide’, signalling a
commitment to respecting and
protecting human rights, is today
pulling the plug on the very aid
that has kept over a million
displaced Rohingya alive in
Bangladesh, the second-largest
recipient of USAID in South Asia.

Catastrophic consequences
The decision to slash USAID
funding has sent shockwaves
through the global humanitarian
community. It has severed a vital
lifeline and exposed refugees
around the world to starvation,
disease, and insecurity. For the
Rohingya, who have already
endured genocide, exile, and
decades of statelessness, the
consequences of the decision have
been catastrophic. The World
Food Programme, which relies
largely on U.S. funding, has been
forced to cut already meagre
rations from $12.50 per refugee
per month to an unsustainable $6.
Medical aid has dwindled, with at
least five hospitals shutting down,
and sanitation programmes
collapsing. This is a manufactured
crisis, an ideological experiment
in dismantling global aid, carried

Senior Director of the
international think
tank IPAG India.

Their fragile
existence has
made even
more precarious
by the abrupt
shutdown of
USAID funding

participation in its dismantling
reveals a deeper ideological
inclination: a tech billionaire’s
fantasy of replacing structured aid
with privatised, profit-driven
solutions. Mr. Musk, like many
libertarians, believes that markets
solve problems more efficiently
than governments. But hunger,
displacement, and genocide are
not market failures; they are moral
failures. The idea that
philanthropic ventures or ad hoc
charity can replace long-term
institutional support is naive at
best and reckless at worst.

The collapse of USAID-funded
gender-based violence services
and medical facilities has left
vulnerable refugees, including
women and children, without
protection, medical care, and
essential support, exposing them
to heightened risks of exploitation
and harm. The dismantling of
USAID is not just about numbers;
it’s about values. America’s moral
compass is questioned when the
world’s richest men believe that
spending on starving refugees is
wasteful. The problem at hand
also reflects a broader shift in the
U.Ss role in the world: a retreat
from global responsibility and the
abdication of moral leadership.
The images from Cox’s Bazar — a
mother unable to feed her child, a
clinic forced to turn away a dying
patient, a child scavenging for
scraps in a camp that once
received international support —
are not just distant tragedies. They
are reflections of a world where
indifference has become a policy
and where the whims of the rich
dictate the fate of the poor.

This retreat from aid will not go
unnoticed. Historically, the U.S’s
foreign assistance has not been
purely altruistic; it has been a
crucial instrument of soft power.

economic aid as a tool for
geopolitical leverage. China has
already been mediating between
Bangladesh and Myanmar for
possible repatriation of the
Rohingya refugees back home.

A huge vacuum

The question is, if the U.S.
withdraws funding, can other
nations pitch in? Unfortunately
not. The U.S. alone contributed
nearly half of the World Food
Programme’s budget in previous
years, making its sudden
withdrawal a near-impossible
burden to redistribute among
remaining donors. This has
resulted in drastic food ration
cuts, leaving the Rohingya
refugees on the brink of
starvation. The European Union
has pledged €32.3 million, and
Japan and Italy have made
commitments, but none of them
can fill the gap left by the U.S.

The collapse of USAID sets a
dangerous precedent. If the
world’s richest country can turn
its back on one of the most
vulnerable groups, what would
stop other nations from following
suit? The Rohingya crisis is not
just a test for those suffering, it is a
test for human civilisation. As Mr.
Guterres said at Coz’ Bazar, “We
cannot accept that the
international community forgets
about the Rohingya”. He added
that he will “speak loudly” to
world leaders that more support is
urgently needed.

The question is, will the world
watch idly as humanitarianism is
eroded? Or will it reclaim the
compassionate values that once
defined the world’s oldest and
leading democracy, the nation
which poured billions of dollars to
revive war-torn Europe through
the Marshall Plan in 1948?
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AT @Al F FAR TR

During his four-day visit to Bangladesh in March, United Nations
Secretary-General Anténio Guterres visited Cox’s Bazar, the site of
one of the world’s most overlooked humanitarian crises.

AT H S Hr 39+ IR RadT I & SR, @3 Use Aga g
vRAfAY X A FiFH AR H1 SR 3, st gfaar & g safara Ay
Hhel F § T FT 74 g

* Over a million Rohingya refugees in Cox’s Bazar are teetering on the edge of catastrophe.

FIFT TR 7 10 @ W 31w Afgear et 3m9er & FaR o g

* Now, their fragile existence has been made even more precarious by the Trump
administration’s abrupt shutdown of U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID)
funding.

319, €T YRATHA G@RT USAID ¥ Farer 9o Y 37eTeleh a6 F3a1 & 3eTehT aflofeh oitael 3 8T 3o
HheaEd 8 AT &

» USAID, historically the largest donor to humanitarian causes, spent about $40 billion a
year globally.

USAID, 3t UfagTi@es &9 & ATIdIT RN FT TaH 937 14T 16T &, A7 Tk IR 9faay ofereqar
$40 3T T HIAT AT

* This has been slashed by the Department of Government Efficiency, led by billionaire and
senior adviser to Mr. Trump, Elon Musk.

S TIFRY GaTaT FASmT garT o Y feam o §, foweT Aea 3Reafa 3 4 &0 & aftss
TATEHPR Telel ATH T IE 8

* It is ironic that the U.S., which in 2022 declared the atrocities against the Rohingya a
‘genocide’, signalling a commitment to human rights, is today pulling the plug on the very aid

that has kept over a million displaced Rohingya alive in Bangladesh, the second-largest
recipient of USAID in South Asia.

g TaS9ar § o AR, Togay 2022 H AFTAT & [@ETh IHATIRT Sl ‘AR 9 foma o,
3777 38T FETIAT i 5 Y {87 ¢ fordey aiedreer # 10 @ ¥ 380+ feafa Afgear - Shifaa w@r
g, Sit gfator TfAAT 3 USAID o1 g8 §a@ 93T Iredehal ¢ |

Catastrophic consequences

sy 9o
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*» The decision to slash USAID funding has sent shockwaves through the global humanitarian
community.

USAID faa ayor & wele & sa ooty o 3ftas Arerd @oera & e &1 g A 8|

* It has severed a vital lifeline and exposed refugees around the world to starvation, disease,
and insecurity.

ST Ueh Hgcaqor SHaaR@T i e &2 & 3R gferam o & eronfat i spaed, fard sk
YA o HHA off TsT v g |

* For the Rohingya, who have already endured genocide, exile, and decades of
statelessness, the consequences of the decision have been catastrophic.

AT, Segisr Tgot & AvHeR, Aaae 31k gerep! i TsAdadr F Ser g, & v sg Fvia &
gRUTH faarersrY 3¢ &1

* The World Food Programme (WFP), which relies largely on U.S. funding, has been forced
to cut already meagre rations from $12.50 per refugee per month to an unsustainable $6.

e @reT FrEFH (WFP), St 7 &9 8 3R faer giwor o3 38R &, &1 ggel & &1 e e &t
$12.50 gfer eRomeff ufer 71 & T 3P $6 A & oI AsTe gl Tsr &

» Medical aid has dwindled, with at least five hospitals shutting down, and sanitation
programmes collapsing.

RIfFcaT FgmaT F7 81 715 §, FF U HA I 3FaT 9 &1 91T &, 3R FTaoodr FEFA ¢8I0 L

» This is a manufactured crisis, an ideological experiment in dismantling global aid, carried
out on the backs of the world’s most vulnerable people.

Ig Ueh fAfita dae B, ARash Ferddl ! HATCT e T Teh ST TN, ST gforam o qardy
FANT et Hr Gis 9T fmar r=ar g1

A weak moral compass

TH FHAAN afas e fAder

* Mr. Musk’s opposition to foreign aid is not new.

et gerrar &1 2 A% o1 QAW 73T AT B

* He has long dismissed USAID as a “financial black hole.”

3ol ol AT T USAID T " 1elT aTger K G g

« His gleeful participation in its dismantling reveals a deeper ideological inclination: a tech
billionaire’s fantasy of replacing structured aid with privatised, profit-driven solutions.

SHH! WA el A 3oTeh Gl & AT Ueh g damRes gara 1 SAell §: Tk & Iaafar &7
YT foh GURT eradT &) fsh, Jrer-3menRa gATee) & scor S|
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* Mr. Musk, like many libertarians, believes that markets solve problems more efficiently than
governments.

A HER, S IERAAT hl TG, AT ¢ Toh TR TIHRI HT Jeralm 3 IHT&F Farerar & FAEATHT Y
g FIA &

* But hunger, displacement, and genocide are not market failures; they are moral failures.

iferet EadY, RAFUTTe X ATHER AR A RAwea 76 ¢; 3 sifaw Awea g

* The idea that philanthropic ventures or ad hoc charity can replace long-term institutional
support is naive at best and reckless at worst.

Ig AT o arel IRANSATT I7 3T eAS RIHR SrEhifad TIPS FAST Fi g6 Johd 8, Ig
FH A A AaT 3R 30F T 30 aTRaE T

» The collapse of USAID-funded gender-based violence services and medical facilities has
left vulnerable refugees, including women and children, without protection, medical care,
and essential support, exposing them to heightened risks of exploitation and harm.

USAID gart farer arfi¥e fofar smenfar fa dansit 3ik Rftrcar glaensit & cgor & afgenat sk
Tl Aigd FAAR A0t F&T, Ferer 3N FeTs[d Ferdar & afd g 7¢ 8, forad aivwor 3k afy
T G 9 AT T

* The dismantling of USAID is not just about numbers; it's about values.

USAID & GHTCH ST hael A1 T a1d 61 ¢, I8 Aedl T a1 ¢

» America’s moral compass is questioned when the world’s richest men believe that spending
on starving refugees is wasteful.

SIS T & Fa® IHR AT AT § foh 3@ ARoNTAAT o) T A1 AR 8, A 3R hr A
feemm 93 garer 354T B

» The problem at hand also reflects a broader shift in the U.S.’s role in the world: a retreat
from global responsibility and the abdication of moral leadership.

Ig HHAEAT gferam 7 3rARFT i ofAwT 7 T AT aora F o gl §: A Al @ i
geal AR Afas Aqgea F1 aReImT|

* The images from Cox’s Bazar — a mother unable to feed her child, a clinic forced to turn
away a dying patient, a child scavenging for scraps in a camp that once received
international support — are not just distant tragedies.

HIFY TSR T 3TS TR — Teh AT AT HYe! T F) GIeT A AT 91 W) &, U Foafas iy 7
O FY dllerst WA 8, T Fodt At AR 7 Gt @ @8, S el Seasera @aeiet arar ar
— A el g T AW TEAT G & |
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* They are reflections of a world where indifference has become policy and where the whims
of the rich dictate the fate of the poor.

9 39 gferan & yiafeid g STer Serterar sfifer ae1 1§ @ 3R STgi 3rARY iy Aeared et A e
TT FIA

* This retreat from aid will not go unnoticed.
g HETIdT @ NS g1 AoR3icreT 181 fordr STeam|

* Historically, the U.S.’s foreign assistance has not been purely altruistic; it has been a crucial
instrument of soft power.

AMIETRAF 7 W, 3R A et Feraar oo RgHr) A& W& &, Ig e 9ray 1 Tk AgeaquT
3YRIOT &I ¢

* Cutting aid to the Rohingya refugees doesn't just hurt the refugees.

UfgTaT eRonfat & fore wgraar # Feldt haer RUMTAS T & Fhar el Tgareh|

* It also weakens America’s standing in South Asia and beyond.

I gfaror vfdra 3k 3wy 3 7 AR i Rufa & o FEeR AT B

» China, which has steadily increased its influence in Bangladesh, will step into the vacuum
left by the U.S., leveraging economic aid as a tool for geopolitical leverage.

e, ToTHel Qe 7 SRR 3791 FHTT SGIT ¢, AR gaRT B3 71T @rell T &1 61 gan
3R anfdw weraar 1 silenfae gema & @reeT & ®9 H g2eT |

* China has already been mediating between Bangladesh and Myanmar for possible
repatriation of the Rohingya refugees back home.

AT Tge A &Y TiedATeer 3 FAAR & 17 AfFTAr eronfHAy Y argd) & forw Aeaerar s w1

A huge vacuum
Teh 937 [T

» The question is, if the U.S. withdraws funding, can other nations pitch in?

HaTel I8 & o 3R AN BIET araw Aar §, O FI7 31T 2T HASG, I Thd 87

* Unfortunately not. The U.S. alone contributed nearly half of the World Food Programme’s
budget in previous years.

gHTagaer ¢t | shaot IANFT o el anl 7 faeT WieT FRAFH F ToTe HT AT HreT AT
raTeTT fona |

* Its sudden withdrawal is a near-impossible burden to redistribute among remaining donors.
ST 37TeTh geaTl ﬁ?ﬁﬁ*ﬁﬁﬂ#ﬁﬁﬂﬂﬂﬁﬁ%l
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* This has resulted in drastic food ration cuts, leaving the Rohingya refugees on the brink of
starvation.

ST HiereT IRre A o8 ek g5 &, o QfgTam et sp@ardy H Fam w3 e £

* The European Union has pledged €32.3 million, and Japan and Italy have made
commitments, but none of them can fill the gap left by the U.S.

T "9 o €32.3 fAforet ot o1 arer o &, 3R amare 3t el o off ufdequamd & €, afee
1S o1 AN GaRT BIST AT 3R AT HT HehedT|

» The collapse of USAID sets a dangerous precedent.
USAID &T EgaT Ueh WallalTdh AT U2 T ¢ |

« If the world’s richest country can turn its back on one of the most vulnerable groups, what
would stop other nations from doing the same?

3R T T FaW AR U Ta@ FASAR THE & & T A e HIS Tl &, ot 377 ST T dar
et T T Aehalr?

* The Rohingya crisis is not just a test for those suffering, it is a test for human civilisation.

QT Gohe gt NiZAT H 9dieT 87 §, Tg AT FIdT Y qHeT

* As Mr. Guterres said at Cox’s Bazar, “We cannot accept that the **international community
forgets about the Rohingya.”

SHET o AW o FIFH AT H hel, “GH Tg TN 61 Y Hehel Toh HAWTSET THETT Nfgaam
o ST |

* He added that he will “speak loudly” to world leaders that more support is urgently needed.

3ogial g oY gt fr 98 f32a Aanit I "X @ del & 3t @ Y dcwrer 3maegsdan 2

* The question is, will the world watch idly as humanitarianism is eroded?

HaTel I8 ¢ foh T g AlAaarare F &ROT I T Sl a2

* Or will it reclaim the compassionate values that once defined the world’s oldest and
leading democracy, the nation which poured billions of dollars to revive war-torn Europe
through the Marshall Plan in 1948?

7 T G 1T hT FaW At A 3raroft Serel carT TR gAre] Hedl 1 GoT: qrod ¥,
e &2 TorAeT 1948 ¥ AT TolTel oh ATETH § JEUIFd JT T Gofof el et & foIT 3RaT STerk
T T 42
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Democracy and federalism in the delimitation debate

The delimitation debate has to take into account the relative weights of individual electors and individual States

ES Pap_er II: Polity

I DATA POINT I

Varghese K. George
Vignesh Radhakrishnan

limitation, a conflict between

a principle of democracy and
one of federalism has become ap-
parent. ‘One person, one vote, one
value’ is a principle of India’s elec-
toral system. What this should
mean in practice, at a minimum, is
that all Lok Sabha constituencies
should have roughly the same
number of electors. The Indian re-
public is constituted as a “union of
States”. States are the constituent
units, and they have their indivi-
dual identity and power. The de-
limitation debate, therefore, has to
take into account the relative
weights of individual electors and
individual States. It has to be about
federal democracy.

l n the ongoing debate on de-

A two-step process

Article 81(2) of the Constitution
takes into account federalism and
democracy by providing for ap-
portionment of Lok Sabha seats in
atwo-step process. The first step is
to divide them among the States. It
is in the second step that they are
divided into constituencies within
the States. Article 81(2) (a) provides
allotment to each State in “such
manner that the ratio between
that number and the population of
the State is, so far as practicable,
the same for all States.” In Article
81(2) (b), it is provided that “each
State shall be divided into territo-
rial constituencies in such manner
that the ratio between the popula-
tion of each constituency and the
number of seats allotted to it is, so
far as practicable, the same
throughout the State.” The quali-
fier “so far as practicable” in both
clauses allows for deviations, and
delimitation acts go more into
specifics.

The 84th amendment to the
Constitution in 2001 and the 87th
amendment in 2003 combined
(when Atal Bihari Vajpayee was
Prime Minister) separated this

two-step process in more defini-
tive terms, by basing them on two
separate population counts. The
apportionment among States was
linked to the 1971 Census; and the
apportionment within States was
based on the 2001 Census. In the
current text of the Constitution,
Clause 3 of Article 81 defines the
reference to “population” in
Clause 2 in two ways, as follows:
“for the purposes of sub-clause (a)
of clause (2) and the proviso to that
clause, as a reference to the 1971
Census” and “for the purposes of
sub-clause (b) of clause (2) as a re-
ference to the 2001 Census.” The
Delimitation Commission appoint-
ed in 2002 followed this criteria
and its recommendations were im-
plemented in 2008 when Manmo-
han Singh was Prime Minister. The
next inter-State redistribution of
constituencies was barred until
“the first Census taken after the
year 2026 has been published,” by
the 84th amendment.

Distribution of representation
Now, compare this distribution of
representation to the distribution
of land wealth in a joint family
which has several constituent fa-
milial units. India is akin to a joint
family and States, its constituent
familial units. Each unit was given
its share of land according to the
size of its membership — the more
the members, the higher the
share. Each unit further divided
their share among their individual
members. Over time, some units
added more members, and this
caused a decline in the share for
their individual members; some
others ended up with fewer mem-
bers, resulting in an increase in
per person holding. That is what
has happened to the value of votes
across States. In 1967, every mem-
ber in the Lok Sabha represented
roughly 4.2 lakh-5.3 lakh electors
across all major States. But in
2024, one MP from Kerala repre-
sented around 13.9 lakh electors,
while in Uttar Pradesh and Bihar, it
was 19.3 lakh each (all post bifurca-
tion), and in Rajasthan, 21.4 lakh.
This means vote values of elec-

tors across States are not equal any
more. To understand this better,
let’s pick a middle point, called the
national median, which is the pop-
ulation per MP of India. We assign
this median a vote value of 1. Then,
we calculate the value of vote in
each State by comparing it to this
median. For example, if a State’s
MP represents twice as many peo-
ple as the median, its vote value is
0.5 — because one MP is doing the
job of two. If another State’s MP re-
presents half as many people, its
vote value is 2 — meaning its peo-
ple get twice the representation
compared to the average.

Chart 1 and 2 illustrate the vote
value of 18 major States in 1967 and
2024. In 1967, the variation in vote
value across these States was rela-
tively modest. By 2024, the gap
from the median had widened sig-
nificantly, with some States seeing
a sharp rise in vote value and oth-
ers a noticeable decline. Kerala’s
vote value was 30% higher than
the national median, followed by
Tamil Nadu (13%), Odisha (12%),
and Punjab (9%). On the other
hand, Rajasthan’s vote value was
16% lower than the median, and
Uttar Pradesh’s and Bihar’s was 7%
each below the median. When the
relative size of the population
within each unit increases, the va-
lue of each vote declines — as it
happens with the landholding that
gets divided, and vice-versa.

If Lok Sabha constituencies are
delimited based on current popu-
lation, and regardless of State

undaries — i.e., when all votes
across India are given the same va-
lue — the apportionment between
States will undergo major changes.
For instance, Rajasthan, which to-
day has 4.6% of Lok Sabha mem-
bers, could get 5.5%, while Kerala,
which has 3.7%, will see its share
shrink to 2.8% (Chart 3).

This data captures this conflict
of two principles in India’s federal
democracy — the relative repre-
sentation of States, and individual
voters.

varghese.g@thehindu.co.in
vignesh.r@thehindu.co.in

Mind the gaps

Data for the tables were sourced from the Election Commission of India
and Ashoka Universities’ Lok Dhaba

Chart 1: The chart
illustrates the vote
value of 18 major
States in 1967

The middle point
picked, called the
national median,
is the population
per MP of India. We
assign this median
avote value of 1

Chart 2: The chart
illustrates the vote
value of 18 major
States in 2024

The graphs show
the value of vote

in each State by
comparing it to
the median. The
farther to the right,
the higher the vote
value than the
median and
vice-versa
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Chart 3: Chart shows the State-wise % share of seats in the Lok Sabha presently
and the share if LS constituencies are delimited based on current population
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Democracy and federalism in the delimitation debate

HATHT 980 # a7 3T guae

In the ongoing debate on delimitation, a conflict between a principle
of democracy and one of federalism has become apparent.

AR G Tl TG G690 A v 3R waarg F RAgural F @i eaa Tase

grarar gl
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* ‘One person, one vote, one value’ is a principle of India’s electoral system.

TF AT, TF e, UF H{ed' 7R Sl fAdTeel JulTell &l Teh Feeid g

» What this should mean in practice, at a minimum, is that all Lok Sabha constituencies should
have roughly the same number of electors.

SHHT ATgIRe 372 Ig ¢ b Tl ANrasT fAaTaeT &Yl & ofar97er AT &A1 & AAGT let
EuY

* The Indian republic is constituted as a “union of States”.

HRAT IURIST F ‘WA T T & FT H IS [T 3T &

» The delimitation debate, therefore, has to take into account the relative weights of individual
electors and individual States.

saferT didATesT T 960 H cafFaead Adaransit 3R At & A& Aged P €A1 H WA g1 |

* It has to be about federal democracy.

IE 959 WHIT AT & I # glell ATy |
A two-step process

&Y Ton &Y g

* Article 81(2) of the Constitution provides for apportionment of Lok Sabha seats in a two-step
process.

LT 1 3eTeeq 81(2) AT Hek & 3MaesT i a1 =rolt i ufshar & FefRd war g |

* First, they are divided among States; second, within each State into constituencies.

Ugol Se¢ el # dier Sirdr &; O 9cde T & $iax et aat af

* Article 81(2)(a) ensures proportionality in seat allotment among States based on population.

3TeSE 81(2)(a) FTHEAT & TR TR AT H AT HaesT H He]drd FiATRed e |

* Article 81(2)(b) mandates uniformity in population-to-seat ratio within States.

3T 81(2)(b) TS o T TAHEHT-HFA-HIE ITUTT H HHTAT Y AT =11l ¢ |

» The phrase “so far as practicable” allows for deviations in both clauses.

"SI dd W g1 ATFATY Gl URIHAT 7 Rereret 1 37T &ar 81

» 84th (2001) and 87th (2003) Constitutional Amendments further clarified the process by using
1971 Census for State allotment and 2001 Census for intra-State division.

84d (2001) 31X 87 (2003) Henfash TALAT o 37 UfshaT 1 3R TS 7T, fSrTs T 3mdesT
& forT 1971 &Y FAIOTEAT 3R TT & IR [TeTaT & fIT 2001 Y STTITOTAT T TR FATIT 1T
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* Delimitation Commission (2002) applied these rules and the recommendations were
implemented in 2008.

HATERT AT (2002) F 37 FATHT A1 @1 fham 3R FAwIReY 2008 7 amep v 775 |

* Inter-State redistribution of constituencies has been barred until the first Census after 2026 is
published.

AT o drer T¥afTeret &7 3T YeATaaoT 2026 & aTe Y qgell STAITOTAT cieh JehT AT B |

Distribution of representation

gyfafafaea &1 [{azor

* This representation can be compared to the distribution of land wealth in a joint family.

Ig wfafaftes dgaa aRar 7 s{fay @afy & faawor & e &1 o Jad 5

« States with increasing population had to divide their share more, lowering the vote value of
individuals.

ot Tt it Serdear 93¢, 375 319+ feear 31t fasniord &ver 9T, foas safeadt &1 ae 7o
gc IdT|

*In 1967, each MP represented 4.2 lakh—5.3 lakh electors across major States.
1967 H Ycdeh HIHE o YA Todl H 4.2 AT@-5.3 ATG HcleTc3it 1 Ffaf=ifted fhar|

* By 2024, an MP from Kerala represented 13.9 lakh electors, while Uttar Pradesh and Bihar
had 19.3 lakh each, and Rajasthan had 21.4 lakh.

2024 deh, el H Teh i 13.9 o, 3o 92T 31 fagR # 19.3 o, 3k Uy # 21.4 o @
AdeTar3it 1 yfafaf®ca T T am|

» This means vote values of electors across States are not equal anymore.

g&enT 3719 § Toh TafdiesT Tal # AdSTaT3t & aie 1 H{ed 319 FAH w61 G|

* The national median (population per MP) is used to assign a vote value of 1.

TS AT (T WG SITHE) 1 1 9 {ed iar i ar g

« If a State’s MP represents twice as many people as the median, its vote value is 0.5; if half,
then itis 2.

30 foEl T T Fide AT & ST JATEET T FiafAfRicd T &, dl 3HeT aIE J{#4 0.5
BYCT &; 319 3T, T 2 gl 8 |

* In 1967, the vote value variation was modest; in 2024, the gap had widened.
1967 # 3T Fg T 3 Ha AT; 2024 H Tg 3R Tg §¢ AT
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 Kerala’s vote value was 30% higher, Tamil Nadu 13%, Odisha 12%, and Punjab 9% higher
than the median.

I 1 A Hed 30% T, ARG 13%, AT 12%, 3R T 9% ATFegenT & 31fers 7|

* Rajasthan’s vote value was 16% lower, while Uttar Pradesh and Bihar were each 7% below
the median.

TSTEYTT T AT Hod 16% FH, STafeh 3 92 3R ¥gR 1 7% Far 1|

* When population within a unit increases, vote value declines — like landholding per person.

STer farely 3ahTS T STeTHEaT Sgdt 8, A ale Ao gedr § — i i saferd ff amom gedh &1

« If delimitation is done based on current population, major changes in State-wise seat
share will occur.

3R W AT TAATT AAHEIT I IR I 8, F TS o o Wil & dear # 93T Ig1a g1 |

* For instance, Rajasthan could get 5.5% of Lok Sabha seats (currently 4.6%), while Kerala’s
share may drop to 2.8% (currently 3.7%).

3CTEX0T & ToIT, TSTEYAT T 5.5% lihaelT TIE fAe Thdl & (TTHTH H 4.6%), STdTh HTel T
AR Tea 2.8% 81 Ahd! § (TIHTT H 3.7%) |

* This data captures the conflict of two principles in India’s federal democracy — the relative
representation of States and individual voters.

e 3¢ AR & T diwaa A & Rigyial — st & ander sfafafle ik safeaera aagrarat
& — o &<l THUT T GATT &
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India better off than others
in tariff row: RBI Governor

Considering India’s low volume exports to the US. and a comparatively smaller trade surplus, the

adverse impact on India will be far less in intensity compared with most countries, says Malhotra

|GS Paper II: Impact of US Tariff |

MUMBAI

he tariff war un-
T leashed by U.S. Pre-
sident Donald

Trump and its global impli-
cations have forced the Re-
serve Bank of India’s moni-
tory policy body to cut
growth rate by 20 basis
points (100 basis point is
1%) for FY25, as resultant
economic  uncertainties
underpinned the decision.
“The growth projection
for the current year has
been marked down by 20
basis points relative to our
earlier assessment of 6.7%
in the February policy.
This downward revision
essentially reflects the im-
pact of global trade and
policy uncertainties,” RBI
Governor Sanjay Malhotra
said in his monetary policy
statement on Wednesday.
But considering India’s
low volume exports to the
U.S. and comparatively less
trade surplus, the adverse
impact on India would be

Small mercies

The impact of U.S. tariffs on India vis-a-vis some of the other
countries would be much less, says RBI Governor, elaborating why:

® |ndia’s overall exports
are about 12% of GDP, itis
about 2% for the U.S.

® For Chinaitis about 19%,
Germany 37% exports overall
and for EU it is 30% plus

m Several smaller countries
have about 80%, hence the
competitive advantage

far less in intensity com-
pared with most countries,
he said at a press meet post
the MPC meeting.

“The impact would be
different for other coun-
tries depending on the sit-
uation that they are in. For
India, we have given our
assessiment as you can see,
the growth rate we have re-
duced by 20 basis points
this year, primarily arising
out of the uncertainties,”
Mr. Malhotra said replying
to The Hindu.

“And on the inflation
front, we have said it can

move actually both ways
because of the demand
that is going to shrink as a
result of the trade tariff
friction. It may help the in-
flation front. So all in all,
more than inflation, we are
concerned about its im-
pact on growth,” he said.
Mr. Malhotra said the
impact of these tariffs on
India compared with other
countries would be much
less. “Our overall exports
are about 12% of GDP, and
it is about 2% for USA. You
compare it with some oth-
er countries... even for Chi-

na it is about 19%, Germa-
ny 37% exports overall and
even EU is 30% plus. And
several smaller countries
have about 80% (of their
GDP is exports). So to that
extent we are in a better
place than some of the oth-
er countries.” he
highlighted.

“And so we have, in
some ways a competitive
advantage vis-a-vis some of
these countries insofar as
the USA is concerned.”

About the likely impact
of China’s possible move to
devalue its own currency,
on the Indian rupee, he
said the rupee would find
its own level and in case of
excessive volatility, the RBI
would intervene.

“Our currency is quite
stable. We have sufficient
reserves, almost $700 bil-
lion, and our deficits are al-
so again very sustainable
for this year and next year.
I really don’t think, we are
under any kind of a stress
or stressful position,” he
emphasised.

India better off than others in tariff row: RBI Governor

RIS Tl & HTAR TRE are & s 37 i § g

fufa s

The tariff war unleashed by U.S. President Donald Trump and its global implications have
forced the Reserve Bank of India’s monetary policy body to cut growth rate by 20 basis points

for FY25, as resultant economic uncertainties underpinned the decision.
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do 1 wifger Nfa afafa = g a8 2025 F AT JFT &7 & 20 IR gige Hr Feld A W)
Ao Y f&am, i S8 Tord 3ctest 3T sifAfRaadnsit & sa vk & genfaa famar|

“The growth projection for the current year has been marked down by 20 basis points relative
to our earlier assessment of 6.7% in the February policy. This downward revision essentially
reflects the impact of global trade and policy uncertainties,” RBl Governor Sanjay Malhotra said
in his monetary policy statement on Wednesday.

ITNEIHTS e HIT AT o AR 1 A AT 21T 7 gl “TdAT a¥ & fore fasra
AT T B Al & 6.7% & ST 3ehetel T Jorall 7 20 AW wige o fohar = §1 I8
Feldl 7ET §7 & g AR IR Afdard fAREAarsit & gaira S giich 81"

But considering India’s low volume exports to the U.S. and comparatively less trade surplus,
the adverse impact on India would be far less in intensity compared with most countries, he said
at a press meet post the MPC meeting.

AifeheT IR o WIFA AT HANFT Y F AT 3R Jelelcrws T § A AR HAAT & @
8T, T THIT 3o R T JeIeAT H HRA T FTHT Al g1, Segled THIRT Sk o d1e; 97 Hie 3
el

“The impact would be different for other countries depending on the situation that they are in.
For India, we have given our assessment as you can see, the growth rate we have reduced by
20 basis points this year, primarily arising out of the uncertainties,” Mr. Malhotra said replying
to The Hindu.

HEEHT =1 & g 1 STaTe ST §U e, “THTT 3o =1l  forw 3eraT-37el9T 19, S 3o7ehr RFufa X
TR AT § 1 IR & ToIT §HeT 39T 3MTeholed [T &, 1T Toh 1T ¢W dohd! &, &5l 39 dY fdehrd
X # 20 HTYR 3 T kel 1§, ST F&T T F HATRGAAAN & HROT "

“And on the inflation front, we have said it can move actually both ways because of the
demand that is going to shrink as a result of the trade tariff friction. It may help the inflation
front. So all in all, more than inflation, we are concerned about its impact on growth,” he said.

3egiel @l “3HR Aarehifar & A ), get Fgr § o 75 QT 30T o Fohelt § Fiifer SR Ra &
HIOT HIaT 3 el T | Tg HETEHITT T ha Flel H Hee L Tohell ¢ | Fol THATR, Herehiia &
3170 g 8 R T 9T I ol Afaa g 17

Mr. Malhotra said the impact of these tariffs on India compared with other countries would be
much less. “Our overall exports are about 12% of GDP, and it is about 2% for USA. You
compare it with some other countries... even for China it is about 19%, Germany 37% exports
overall, and even EU is 30%+. And several smaller countries have about 80% (of their GDP is
exports). So to that extent we are in a better place than some of the other countries.” he
highlighted.

mﬁmﬁsmwga%ﬂwwqmmaeﬁﬁwﬁa—g—awam “GHRT Frer foraTer
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GDP T SI3T$13T 12% &, STeifeh 3TAREHT o [T Ig STarsrer 20 §1 3119 58 31 =M & Jofall ... gl
e fob et F AT I 19%, STl & farw 37%, 3R U @ & T 30% & HfaF | & oie gt

% forT IE 80% a%F §1 3 forgTer ¥ R Y Rl $o 3w et F g &1

“And so we have, in some ways a competitive advantage vis-a-vis some of these countries
insofar as the USA is concerned.”

“HR 50 TE W, AR UM TS 8 cleh GgFd AT ARG o Terdy 7 ga7 it BT Jofetr A
gfareauTcas anr 1"

About the likely impact of China’s possible move to devalue its own currency, on the Indian
rupee, he said the rupee would find its own level and in case of excessive volatility, the RBI
would intervene.

et G@RT 379+t FGT 1 AT FIA A FAHITAT FISTaT & HRAT TIF R THG & IR 7 3ogie
el for T 379eT Farsnfas fRufa wrea ¢ o9 3R Ife srcafars 3rferRar el &, af 3malsns
TEAAT |

“Our currency is quite stable. We have sufficient reserves, almost $700 billion, and our deficits
are also again very sustainable for this year and next year. | really don’t think, we are under any
kind of a stress or stressful position,” he emphasised.

3egiel S oY SheT, “GHIRT HeT it FEYT 1 HR I of@1879T 700 3R STer 7 wAtee fadeft 7par
§13R B, 3R AR =1 #ft 37 |rer 3R 3T W & Forw Reaprs &1 737 8T o97elr o g ey o g
o daraqet fPufa # 81"

The IMF reaches a deal with Argentma on a $20 billion bailout

GS Paper ll: International Organizations

Associated Press
BUENOS AIRES

The International Mone-
tary Fund on Tuesday said
it has reached a prelimin-
ary agreement with Argen-
tina on a $20 billion bai-
lout, providing a welcome
reprieve to President Javier
Milei as he seeks to over-
turn the country’s old eco-
nomic order.

As a stafflevel agree-
ment, the rescue package
still requires final approval
from the IMF’s executive
board. The board will con-
vene in the coming days,
the IMF statement said.

The fund’s long-awaited
announcement offered a li-
feline to President Milei,
who has cut inflation and
stabilized Argentina’s trou-
bled economy with a free-
market austerity agenda.

The IMF reaches a deal with Argentin_a on a $20 billion bailout

His policies have reversed
the reckless borrowing of
left-wing populist govern-
ments that had brought Ar-
gentina infamy for default-
ing on its debts. The
country has received more
IMF  bailouts than any
other.

It came at a critical mo-
ment for South America’s
second-biggest economy.
Pressure had been mount-
ing on Argentina’s rapidly
depleting foreign exchange
reserves as the govern-
ment tightened rules on
money-printing and
burned through its scarce
dollars to prop up the wob-
bly Argentine peso.

Fears grew that if the go-
vernment failed to secure
an IMF loan, hard-won aus-
terity measures would veer
off-track and leave Argenti-
na, once again, unable to

Life line: The fresh cash gives Mr. Milei a serious shot at easing Argentina’s strict forex controls. REUTERS

service its huge debts or
pay its import bills.

The fresh cash gives Mr.
Milei a serious shot at eas-
ing Argentina’s strict fo-
reign exchange controls,

which could help convince
markets of his program’s
sustainability. For the past
six years, the capital res-
trictions have dissuaded
investment,  preventing

companies from sending
profits abroad and ensur-
ing the central bank’s care-
ful

Racking up 22 IMF loans
since 1958, Argentina owes
the IMF more than $40 bil-
lion. Most IMF funds have
been used to repay the IMF
itself, giving the organiza-
tion a fraught reputation
among Argentines. Many
blame the lender for the
country’s historic econom-
ic implosion and debt de-
fault in 2001.

The IMF was wary of
striking yet another deal
with its largest debtor. But
over the past 16 months,
fund officials have praised
Mr. Milei's austerity-a diet
harsher than even the
fund® s typical prescription.

TV personality
and self-proclaimed “ anar-
cho-capitalist,” Mr. Milei
came to power on a vow to
shrink ina’s bloated

of the pe-
so, which is pegged to the
dollar.

bureaucracy, kill spiraling
inflation, open the econo-

my to international mar-
kets and woo foreign inves-
tors after years of isolation.

Shock therapy

Unlike Argentine politi-
cians in years past who
sought to avoid enraging
the masses with brutal aus-
terity, Mr. Milei has taken
his chainsaw to the state,

firing tens of thousands of

state employees, dissolv-
ing or downgrading a do-
zen ministries, gutting the
education sector, cutting
inflation adjustments for
pensions, freezing public
works  projects, lifting
price controls and slashing
subsidies.

Critics note that the
poor have paid the highest
price for i rosy

low pensions, with the de-
crease in payments ac-
counting for the largest
share of Mr. Milei’s budget
cuts. Major labour unions
announced a 36-hour gen-
eral strike starting Wednes-
day in solidarity.

Still, Mr. Milei has main-
tained solid approval rat-
ings, a surprise that ana-
lysts attribute to his
success in driving down in-
flation, which dropped to
118% from 211% annually
during his first year in
office.

“The agreement builds
on the authorities” impres-
sive early progress in stabi-
lizing the economy, under-
pinned by a strong fiscal
anchor, that is delivering

macroeconomic  indica-
tors. Retirees have been
protesting weekly against

rapid disi ;" the IMF
said in announcing the
agreement under a 48-
month arrangement.

TETHATE A ITSASIAT & JTT $20 [SferdsT aa3m3e g gHstarn fFan
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The International Monetary Fund on Tuesday said it has reached a preliminary agreement
with Argentina on a $20 billion bailout, providing a welcome reprieve to President Javier Milei
as he seeks to overturn the country’s old economic order.

HITAR 1 HARTSET HGT 1Y (IMF) 7 gl o 3T Iretélar & a1y $20 Rferaer desmse w
YRR Fasitar fonar &, S asgufa S fBras s qer &1 quel 3T sgawar seole it Hfvei
A UG ST B

As a staff-level agreement, the rescue package still requires final approval from the IMF’s
executive board.

I I U FeTh-dad AT ¢, SATT 37 Ued Yahot &1 3180 8l IMF & FrRIe™ a1 $r sifaar
FodY T JTERIHAT B |

The board will convene in the coming days, the IMF statement said.

IMSTHTE & SToT & AR, NS AT et & Joeh M|

The fund’s long-awaited announcement offered a lifeline to President Milei, who has cut
inflation and stabilized Argentina’s troubled economy with a free-market austerity agenda.

HEUATE I ofd FHT § T aled GO F Tsgufd fAers S @ellastt &1 §, fSegie Faa aemr
& Aifer & ST Ferehifer 7 weld Hr 3N e Ay saaed srdegavT Ft P i

His policies have reversed the reckless borrowing of left-wing populist governments that
had brought Argentina infamy for defaulting on its debts.

3eTeht Nl o arerrelY AeFepsTasT TXFRI T ATaRaTe LR 1 Telc fer, fowe 3reiélar T #or
TF & [T seard Y fear |

The country has received more IMF bailouts than any other.

aéﬁmaﬁaaaa:ﬁmﬁsﬁaer#mlwa‘amwgw%l

It came at a critical moment for South America’s second-biggest economy.

I Aot gfEror 3@ ReT i g wad 3t srdegaeyr & fov gFequt @7 7 3mar g

Pressure had been mounting on Argentina’s rapidly depleting foreign exchange reserves as
the government tightened rules on money-printing and burned through its scarce dollars to
prop up the wobbly Argentine peso.

IHR SANT FHEOT FATall Y H37 et A ST 6 1 Jarrerat & foIv 319 frer-ga st
et o HROT HSAEHAT & doft § T el qaT 3R W gara o @1 1|
Fears grew that if the government failed to secure an IMF loan, hard-won austerity measures

would veer off-track and leave Argentina unable to service its huge debts or pay its import
bills.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page4 1



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

o
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

: c AL YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS
iy CONTACT: 9971932488

Ig 3T 9¢ T@T AT foh 3R TG T IMF 0T 18] [T o) HideT TE&d! 3T Tl ¥ 3aT STy 3T
3TSIETEAT 39T a3 HOI AT AT fAal o1 $gaTciret w7gT ahe aTeam|

The fresh cash gives Mr. Milei a serious shot at easing Argentina’s strict foreign exchange
controls, which could help convince markets of his program’s sustainability.

Ig 741 63 A TAelS 1 361 & 3 fadelt #qer =0t 1 e e &1 e o g, e
TSTRY T eThT ANaTeAT T fewTa g W f32ard & Toha &

For the past six years, the capital restrictions have dissuaded investment, preventing
companies from sending profits abroad and ensuring the central bank’s careful management
of the peso, which is pegged to the dollar.

o &g aut & Geit =0T & foiaer o1 glcaried fham &, TS shafarar HATdT faeer w1t sier ars
3R FET S T TR FT STeR A AN WA H TdD TG AT 937

Racking up 22 IMF loans since 1958, Argentina owes the IMF more than $40 billion.
1958 & 3rsfélar & 22 IMF %or forw § 3R 319 $40 fafarasr @ 31« 1 s g

Most IMF funds have been used to repay the IMF itself, giving the organization a fraught
reputation among Argentines.

HTRRILM IMF & T IMF T g Tt H SEAAT T a1 &, TSad 3rsiér & IMF & @t sfy
el &

Many blame the lender for the country’s historic economic implosion and debt default in
2001.

&S oller 2001 #r Wagrfas e frae 3k #or 9 & AT IMF &1 &1 A §

The IMF was wary of striking yet another deal with its largest debtor.

IMF 3797 Ha® 92 FUTETAT & T1Y U 3T AT T T olehT 3TRifhd 27|

But over the past 16 months, fund officials have praised Mr. Milei's austerity—a diet harsher
than even the fund’s typical prescription.

Afra oo 16 AT &, IMF 31T 7 4 fA9s i gedt Aifa Hr qgar Hr g, S IME &
AT sifa & it 3 & 8

A former TV personality and self-proclaimed “anarcho-capitalist”, Mr. Milei came to power on
a vow to shrink Argentina’s bloated bureaucracy, kill spiraling inflation, open the economy to
international markets, and woo foreign investors after years of isolation.

94 &t safFeca 3R Tas] “IRTerhdTare) Geftarer A fAers & il i thelt g% Al 1
HH P, TGt HEIS Y TATCH I, ITTTEAT T HARSIT IRY & TIT Grorar 3R ast &
3ToTeTTd & dTc; fadel fAderst & 3T T it & a1 W TaT 7 30|
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Shock therapy
ST YR Afd

Unlike Argentine politicians in years past who sought to avoid enraging the masses with brutal
austerity, Mr. Milei has taken his chainsaw to the state, firing tens of thousands of state
employees, dissolving or downgrading a dozen ministries, gutting the education sector,
cutting inflation adjustments for pensions, freezing public works, lifting price controls, and
slashing subsidies.

oo aut & TSI ASTATTAT & [T i HE Y T STAAT BT AR Pt F a7 I, 2 Ferg
o To A wetdt Y AT 379a5—goRT TP FHAaRAT Y S, goial AATeral FT 9 AT YT,

fRr8TT &7 ek, YereT H AZIE AT HF AT, WIdSA Tk HIAT Y AeheAT, AT AIFT geraT, 3R
afews) & oY Feldh

Critics note that the poor have paid the highest price for Argentina’s rosy macroeconomic
indicators.

3TATTeRT T Fgatl & foh ASTEIT & T ITAF itarst H Hrad el F Fa@ vfAw g8 8

Retirees have been protesting weekly against low pensions, with the decrease in payments
accounting for the largest share of Mr. Milei’s budget cuts.

el FIcafes ugeie o 3¢ & Faifer derey & Feld) s fAeis & goic el 1 =@ 931 fewar
w®regl

Major labour unions announced a 36-hour general strike starting Wednesday in solidarity.

YA AAF Hal A Teholedl H AR § 36 U AT ATH g3l I GO AT |

Still, Mr. Milei has maintained solid approval ratings, a surprise that analysts attribute to his
success in driving down inflation, which dropped to 118% from 211% annually during his first
year in office.

fon &7, At fAerS T SNSRI & AT 5o §5 &, 5 aeeiweh 3o7eh ganr AERehIfeY &Y wert
211% W 118% et FT g a¥ &Y B dl AT & |

“The agreement builds on the authorities’ impressive early progress in stabilizing the
economy, underpinned by a strong fiscal anchor, that is delivering rapid disinflation,” the
IMF said in announcing the agreement under a 48-month arrangement.

mﬁwnﬁﬁﬁm%aﬁw@ﬁ@rwmgw%“a@w@mm
1 e RPudieor F eamd gemarrel yorfar iR Ao el muR o 3maTRa B, fored ash
¥ Ferehfa FwA 3@ R
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1. Trump pauses global tariffs, hits China harder

9 o g ¢RNE W AF e, AfFa et I Fd AR A
2. RBI cuts repo rate by 0.25%, trims GDP growth forecast

T3S & Y 3T 7 0.25% T weldr F, St gefer av 1
qaTeATe T

3. India ends transshipment facility for Bangladesh
exports, cites congestion

R & TG & forata & fore grafirosie gieer w@rea #,
HY5HTS FT garer g

4. Kerala and T.N. to conduct joint Nilgiri tahr census from
April 24
T AR afferarg 24 e @ GgFd AR e STAar0Te
HEr

5. Rana a small player, U.S. had stalled Headley’s
extradition, says ex-official

T[T T BYeT e, AR o g=ell & yegdor 1 O o1, 7

IfUFR &1 I

6. Govt. approves ¥63,000-cr. deal for procuring Rafale-M
jets
FIHR o T63,000 FUS F AHa-M st @ig Wi #Ad &

7. ‘Revise Aadhaar law to sync with personal data
protection Act’
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8. As wildfires scorch the earth, the Arctic biome rejects
more carbon

S-SRy Sareit & JTeT gt Y FreraT W, ITHRE ST &

HTOF et F HFENFR FIW@T
9. Charged Water Makes a Smaller Splash
Riega Jmafra areht & dier w1 grar §
10. Ensuring the safety of elephants
gAY hr FRaT FlAfaa wLan
11. Will aviation disputes be easier to resolve?

FIT [AHATTT [Aa1GT ST GHATHTA FHIAT ITHT §IoM?

12. RBI plans market-based route to securitise bad
bank assets

RIS i G dF Fuferdt & FegResaers & v aer
TR At

13. RBI mulls to expand, boost co-lending

R3S Fg-HoT REaR iR Tear T W AR F+ @
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but raises tariffs on Chinese goods to 125%

|GS Paper Iii: External Sector |

Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

.S. President Do-
U nald Trump
abruptly  backed
down on Wednesday in his
global trade war with a 90-

day pause for most coun-
tries, but

in what has become a full-
scale confrontation bet-
ween the world’s two lar-
gest economies.

“I have authorized a 90
day PAUSE” on higher ta-
riffs that took effect on
Wednesday, Mr. Trump
said on the Truth Social
network, saying he took
the decision after more
than 75 countries had
reached out to negotiate
and did not retaliate

against the United States.

“Based on the lack of
respect that China has
shown to the World’s Mar-
kets, 1 am hereby raising
the Tariff charged to China
by the United States of
America to 125 percent, ef-
fective immediately,” Mr.
Trump added.

Mr. Trump had only
hours earlier ramped up
the duties on Chinese
goods to a giant 104%. Chi-
na then retaliated by rising
tariffs on U.S. imports to
84%. Following days of glo-
bal market turmoil, Wall
Street stocks surged in
reaction to Mr. Trump’s
announcement.

Only a flat rate of 10% ta-
riffs on all countries that
took effect on Saturday will
remain in place. This

Decision result of more than 75 countries reaching
out to negotiate rather than retaliate, says Trump

Alook at the latest moves in the escalating
global trade battle

U.S. pauses most

1
| war

new tariffs for
90 days,
maintaining a
flat 10% tariff on
all countries

Ty
-~

China | US.hitsback, | EUannounces
retaliated | raising tarifts )
e, | e | €20DN0 S
raising | goodsto e, S

ng targeting U.S
b 125%, | goodslike

S | upfrom soybeans, ]
”‘p":”" 104% earlier | motorcycles, and 4
84% | intheday | cosmetics

marked a stunning reverse
from often punishing le-
vies that hit even many of
the closest U.S. allies.

But Mr. Trump accused
China of still “ripping off”
his country. “At some

point, hopefully in the
near future, China will
realize that the days of rip-
ping off the US.A., and
other Countries, is no lon-
ger sustainable or accepta-
ble,” Mr. Trump said.

The European Union
had earlier launched its
own counter-attack, an-
nouncing measures target-
ing some US. products
from Tuesday in retaliation
for American duties on glo-
bal steel and aluminium
exports.

The 27-nation bloc,
which Mr. Trump has ac-
cused of being created to
“screw” the United States,
will hit more than 20 bil-
lion euros’ worth of U.S.
products, including soy-
beans, motorcycles and
beauty products.

But the EU notably did
not retaliate against the
20% U.S. tariffs that came
into effect a minute after
midnight on Wednesday.

Mr. Trump announced a
week ago on what he called

Flat rate of 10% tariffs on all countries that
took effect on Saturday to remain in place

“Liberation Day” that he
would impose a 10% base-
line tariff on all countries
that took effect on Satur-
day, with additional rates
for economies including
China and the EU with a
large trade surplus with
the United States that took
effect on Wednesday.

“Will work out well’
With markets roiled for the
past week, Mr. Trump ear-
lier Wednesday urged
Americans to “BE COOL!"
and said that “everything is
going to work out well”.

Wall Street stocks rock-
eted higher on Wednesday
after Mr. Trump’s pause
announcement.

Minutes after Mr. Trump
unveiled it, the S&P 500
surged 6% higher to

Trump pauses global tariffs, hits China harder

eq of ARTH INE W A S, AfhaT @t g FI AR A

U.S. President Donald Trump abruptly backed down on Wednesday in
his global trade war with a 90-day pause for most countries, but
slapped even more levies against China in what has become a full-
scale confrontation between the world’s two largest economies.

AR Tegafa SheTTes €T A qUaR HY 9=t AVaF AR Jou Hfa 7

m%ﬁgaﬁaﬁer&%ﬁﬂ:ﬁv%ﬁﬁﬁ%mﬁ@ﬁmﬁaw
3R st oo v Rw, Srae g i & aawt a3t srdfeaawunsit & o 9%

"oY qut ¥ ¥ THT H I8 T

5,281.44, snapping a brutal
run of losses over the past
week. European and Asian
stock markets had earlier
tumbled along with oil and
the dollar as the confronta-
tion escalated.

U.S. bond yields had al-
so risen amid a sharp sell-
off — a major economic red
light as sovereign govern-
ment debt is normally seen
as a safe haven for inves-
tors in troubled times.

Before his pivot, Mr.
Trump said world leaders
were rushing to negotiate
“tailored” deals with the
United States, with Japan
and South Korea among
those sending delegations
to Washington.

RELATED REPORTS ON
» PAGES 12,13,14 & 15

* “| have authorized a 90 day PAUSE” on higher tariffs that took effect on Wednesday, Mr.
Trump said on the Truth Social network, saying he took the decision after more than 75
countries had reached out to negotiate and did not retaliate against the United States.

g9 o Truth Social Aicas T FgT, "Het 90 et Y ek 1 317 SN ax Ay et 1 Ay &

¢, 3eeiet Ig Tt safa forar &3iife 75 & arftra et o 3ARe @ araid & forw Jus faam 31T

gfaraner =gt fmam|

+ “Based on the lack of respect that China has shown to the World’s Markets, | am hereby
raising the Tariff charged to China by the United States of America to 125 percent, effective
immediately,” Mr. Trump added.
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* Mr. Trump had only hours earlier ramped up the duties on Chinese goods to a giant 104%.

<Y o S U gl &1 =il WIATA] 9T e 1 104% deh daT & |

 China then retaliated by raising tariffs on U.S. imports to 84%.
g% d1¢ AT of AR T AT ATATAT TR 84% deh SR SThL STaTeT HRATS ST |

* Following days of global market turmoil, Wall Street stocks surged in reaction to Mr. Trump’s
announcement.

GIeIATeR o STTRT # &S feaT 1 YT o a1, U T ENTUTT & ol alel T & A 7 FoTel
3|

* Only a flat rate of 10% tariffs on all countries that took effect on Saturday will remain in
place.

&t aferar @ gerrdT 1006 it wele & TRE Tl ST o1 o19] Wl |

» This marked a stunning reverse from often punishing levies that hit even many of the closest
U.S. allies.

TG Teh Tlehlel aTell dGolld ¢ Fiieh SHY Tgol F§ HaT HANFY gl &2t 9T 3 HoR Yo
ST 37T |

* But Mr. Trump accused China of still “ripping off” his country.

et €T o TfieT IR 37aT of1 3TARGAT T "4ET &at™ T 3TRIT ST |

* “At some point, hopefully in the near future, China will realize that the days of ripping off the
U.S.A., and other Countries, is no longer sustainable or acceptable,” Mr. Trump said.

"ol g WR, 33o1E B 6 STog &Y, et oY waAst 3 3 Sirwe o 3rfReT s s dat Y eva &
& et 39 at 13 § 3 7 & T, €9 o &g

* The European Union had earlier launched its own counter-attack, announcing measures
targeting some U.S. products from Tuesday in retaliation for American duties on global steel
and aluminium exports.

TN H o Tgel €1 FINTAR § S FARDT 31T T AT T4 §T ITASTRIcAS HRATE &
r o, St 3ARET GanT AREs Féer ik vegfafaae faTa o o oere & Srare 7 oY)

* The 27-nation bloc, which Mr. Trump has accused of being created to “screw” the United
States, will hit more than 20 billion euros’ worth of U.S. products, including soybeans,
motorcycles and beauty products.
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+ But the EU notably did not retaliate against the 20% U.S. tariffs that came into effect a minute
after midnight on Wednesday.

maﬁgmﬁmtﬁm*wﬁmman@cm%mm%f@wéqﬁaﬂém
FRATS ABT |
* Mr. Trump announced a week ago on what he called “Liberation Day” that he would impose a

10% baseline tariff on all countries that took effect on Saturday, with additional rates for China
and the EU taking effect on Wednesday.

<9 & Ueh g% Ul "ATFd f&aw (Liberation Day)" 9X €tsoT &y &Y faF & #efr &=if X 10%
TS ERE FEMTE St afar @ W grem, 3R e 7 g we S el ) sifaRed &
FUAR ¥ AL gl

‘Will work out well’
‘gq Sk Y SATTr

» With markets roiled for the past week, Mr. Trump earlier Wednesday urged Americans to “BE
COOL!” and said that “everything is going to work out well”.

o Aodg @ SeTRT & 3U-GU & 1, TU o JUAR 1 FARET ATRHT & g1 "aie 6! (BE
COOL!)" 31K Ig &7 T ¥ "#a F& 8 et AT &

» Wall Street stocks rocketed higher on Wednesday after Mr. Trump’s pause announcement.

€9 T Aeh T =IO & F1g JUAR H i FTIE F A 7 TaeEd 3T 37|

* Minutes after Mr. Trump unveiled it, the S&P 500 surged 6% higher to 5,281.44, snapping a
brutal run of losses over the past week.

¢ 1 TIYUTT & o &1 fAeel are, S&P 500ﬁ'6%ﬁm§§3ﬂ?a€5,28144?—|ﬁ?q§ﬂw,
S8 o gFd i FIdR FRMEe o 73|

* European and Asian stock markets had earlier tumbled along with oil and the dollar as the
confrontation escalated.

S T, JUN 3T RS AT a9, 1 € aw 3R st o U gee & T Rmae 7 9

* U.S. bond yields had also risen amid a sharp selloff — a major economic red light as
sovereign government debt is normally seen as a safe haven for investors in troubled times.

AR aiee Moz A ol AN @ RFareh & FROT 3 g5 — Tg U 37 T Adraah G &
FLifeh FIHRY FOT HHAAR TR Hehe o FHT AT fder A s |

Page48

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

9]

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

* Before his pivot, Mr. Trump said world leaders were rushing to negotiate “tailored” deals with
the United States, with Japan and South Korea among those sending delegations to
Washington.

31U TG H SEold & Ugel, ¢ of gl [ f3eF Aar 3R & aryr " ey 77 @ SR (tailored)”
AT T & fw 3T 317 R &, oaAeT simare 3it gfaror i of arferest & yfafafwsea o=

RBI cuts repo rate
by 0.25%, trims GDP
growth forecast

|GS Paper lil: Banking System

Credit cushion

The Reserve Bank of India slashed the repo rate by 25 basis
points to 6% on Wednesday. The repo rate is the rate at which
the RBI lends to banks to meet their short-term funding needs

-

April
2020

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

The Reserve Bank of India
slashed the repo rate by 25
basis points to 6% on Wed-
nesday, with its Monetary
Policy Committee (MPC)
voting unanimously to re-
duce the policy rate in a
bid to support growth and
bring down the interest
burden on home, auto,
and other loan borrowers.
However, this will also re-
duce the interest earned
on savings by depositors.

The move comes against
the backdrop of an escalat-
ing global trade war, trig-
gered by U.S. President Do-
nald Trump’s wide-ranging
tariffs. The MPC has also
lowered its forecast for In-
dia’s GDP growth this year,
from 6.7% to 6.5%.

This is the second time
in a row that the MPC has
cut the repo rate by 25 ba-
sis points (bps) or 0.25%.
The committee, headed by
RBI Governor Sanjay Mal-
hotra, also unanimously
shifted its policy stance
from neutral to accommo-
dative, indicating that it is
more worried that eco-
nomic growth could be a
casualty of the trade war,
than about inflation.

This is a policy stance
“geared towards stimulat-
ing the economy through
softer interest rates,” Mr.
Malhotra said, signalling
the likelihood of further
rate cuts.

“Uncertainty in itself
dampens growth by affect-
ing investment and spend-
ing decisions,” he said, in a
monetary statement ex-
plaining the situation. “Se-
cond, the dent on global
growth due to trade friction
will impede domestic
growth. Third, higher tariffs
shall have a negative impact
on our exports,” he said.

‘Known unknowns’

“There are, however, sever-
al known unknowns — the
impact of relative tariffs,
the elasticities of our ex-
port and import demand;
and the policy measures
adopted by the Govern-
ment, including the pro-
posed Foreign Trade
Agreement with the USA,
to name a few. These make
the quantification of the ad-
verse impact difficult,” Mr.
Malhotra emphasised.

The risks to inflation are
two-sided, he pointed out.
“On the upside, uncertain-
ties may lead to possible
currency pressures and im-
ported inflation. On the
downside, slowdown in
global growth could entail
further softening in com-
modity and crude oil pric-
es, putting downward pres-
sure on inflation,” he said.

“Overall, while global
uncertainties shall impede
growth, its impact on dom-
estic inflation, while requir-
ing us to be vigilant, is not
expected to be of high con-
cern,” he added.

arel &2t 3 emfA B

RBI cuts repo rate by 0.25%, trims GDP
growth forecast

EITS A 39T I & 0.25% F Feld) &, s
TEH & FT TAIATA Fer

The Reserve Bank of India slashed the repo rate by
25 basis points to 6% on Wednesday, with its
Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) voting
unanimously to reduce the policy rate in a bid to
support growth and bring down the interest burden
on home, auto, and other loan borrowers.

AR Rerd deF F qerar 1 4t Ye 7 25 3w carEew
$1 Fell FIT §UFH 6% F m| gweh Afga A
FfAfY (MPC) o gduFafa & 5 weldt & et 7 aie frar
o1 B, 3ATeY 3R T HOT A aTeil W TSl 7 S
wH fFar o1 & 3 e ) gqadT e @)

» However, this will also reduce the interest earned on savings by
depositors.

gTlifch, ST STATRAI3T Y Td W A arar sarer o geam|

» The move comes against the backdrop of an escalating global trade
war, triggered by U.S. President Donald Trump’s wide-ranging tariffs.

Ig AT 3R AR Jeur F a5 dela T gesiA H foar g, 5
AR Tegufer Seres g i egmash ERW Aifrat A g R

* The MPC has also lowered its forecast for India’s GDP growth this
year, from 6.7% to 6.5%.
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MPC = 38 a¥ #cl 1 St g&fer ax 1 qale]ATeT 6.7% & HeTaT 6.5% Y & g

* This is the second time in a row that the MPC has cut the repo rate by 25 basis points (bps)
or 0.25%.

I RN g IR § 519 MPC o 25 af8& carsed (0.25%) FI el &

» The committee, headed by RBI Governor Sanjay Malhotra, also unanimously shifted its
policy stance from neutral to accommodative, indicating that it is more worried that economic
growth could be a casualty of the trade war, than about inflation.

RIS T HAT AEAT I ITETETAT dTell HIATH o YA AT T +0 7ol & ThARRT #
e AT &, St g Hevd &dT & foh ATATY Y Agems & 31f8sh [T AR gewr & SRor anfd+ gefar
IR THTTAT 37K I oL g |

* This is a policy stance “geared towards stimulating the economy through softer interest
rates,” Mr. Malhotra said, signalling the likelihood of further rate cuts.

Hogl a1 & &gl [ Ig N @ "Aive 1o X & ATETH F AcaawdT F NeaRd F Hr eer 7
2, 3N saw wfasT ¥ 3itv a3 Fetd i garaer o ST I &

 “Uncertainty in itself dampens growth by affecting investment and spending decisions,” he
said, in a monetary statement explaining the situation.

3ogial Al ST A gt "HfARTaar o & e it @ & byt 1 yafag v R ar
YT T ST &1

+ “Second, the dent on global growth due to trade friction will impede domestic growth.

G, AR d1d & 0T df¥aeh e 7 318 frae, ade] gafer & off arer sroreh

* Third, higher tariffs shall have a negative impact on our exports,” he said.

I, 3= INE F71 5AR AT W dARRIAF I3 g29m|"

‘Known unknowns’

* “There are, however, several known unknowns — the impact of relative tariffs, the
elasticities of our export and import demand; and the policy measures adopted by the
Government, including the proposed Foreign Trade Agreement with the USA, to name a few.

“gIelifeh, TS ATT-HATT FRF © — o4 Iearfass SR &1 931, AR e 3t smare s Hir
g, 3R TER GaRT AT 910 sAifaerd 391, foate raAfe & ary gearfaa Rl s
Fagitar off enfAer g1
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* These make the quantification of the adverse impact difficult,” Mr. Malhotra emphasised.

Wﬁmﬁym%ﬁmmmtmﬁmmaﬁ%l

* The risks to inflation are two-sided, he pointed out.

Segiel T o AITS F NTRA =t 3T F 37 Fha &

* “On the upside, uncertainties may lead to possible currency pressures and imported
inflation.

HRTcHS TaT R, HfAfRaaar & {51 W gara 3R smnfae g g dad €

* On the downside, slowdown in global growth could entail further softening in commodity
and crude oil prices, putting downward pressure on inflation,” he said.

TPRIcHS g&T W, IRTw [ 7 #)r O FAEE 3k F=2 aa Y oAl # FREe st garg,
Tored #geE a3 A= Y 3% garE e

* “Overall, while global uncertainties shall impede growth, its impact on domestic inflation,
while requiring us to be vigilant, is not expected to be of high concern,” he added.

"ol TR, o7e €1 dfRaw srfafRaaare R #F are srel, e oo #ES T go7art wormg,
Safeh g WTITYTeT I§=T 81911, SA1eT R dT &7 fawr gt AT S wWr 1"

India ends transshipment facility for Bangladesh exports,
cites congestion
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India ends transshipment facility for
Bangladesh exports, cites congestion

|GS Paper lll: Ports |

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

India has withdrawn the
transshipment facility it
had extended to Bangla-
desh as it was creating “sig-
nificant congestion” in In-
dian airports and ports,
the Ministry of External Af-
fairs said on Wednesday.

The move is not aimed
at impacting Bangladesh’s
trade with Nepal and Bhu-
tan, MEA spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said at his
weekly press briefing.

The move comes days
after Muhammad Yunus,
Chief Adviser to Bangla-
desh’s interim govern-
ment, visited Beijing and
made statements that were
deemed to be controversial
as he advocated greater
Chinese trade ties with
northeastern India, using
Bangladesh ports.

The remarks had at-
tracted criticism from sev-
eral Indian leaders, includ-
ing Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma. He

India began allowing the transshipment of cargo from Bangladesh
through Indian Land Customs Stations in 2020. GETTY IMAGES

had objected to the Bangla-
deshi leader’s description
of northeast India as an ex-
tension for Chinese pro-
ducers, terming it “offen-
sive and highly
condemnable”.

Indian officials refused
to confirm whether the
withdrawal of tranship-
ment facilities was linked
to his remarks.

“The transshipment fa-
cility extended to Bangla-
desh had over a period of
time resulted in significant

congestion at our airports
and ports. Logistical delays
and higher costs were hin-
dering our own exports
and creating backlogs.

The facility, therefore,
has been withdrawn with
effect from April 8, 2025.
To clarify, these measures
do not impact Bangladesh
exports to Nepal or Bhutan
transiting through Indian
territory,” Mr. Jaiswal said.
On Tuesday, the Central
Board of Indirect Taxes
and Customs issued a noti-

fication terminating the
transshipment facility for
Bangladesh’s trade with
Bhutan, Myanmar, and Ne-
pal.

‘Essential’ facility

In 2020, India had started
allowing the transship-
ment of cargo from Bangla-
desh through Indian Land
Customs Stations, which
would then be sent to their
final destinations using In-
dian ports and airports.

The facility is essential
for the export of ready-
made items from Bangla-
desh, as these are sent to
countries such as Nepal,
Bhutan and Myanmar
through Indian ports and
airports.

The decision to with-
draw it, which comes just
days before the beginning
of New Year festivities in
Dhaka, is being perceived
as a setback to bilateral
trade that has been reeling
from lack of Indian visas to
the Bangladesh business
community.

India has withdrawn
the transshipment
facility it had
extended to
Bangladesh as it was
creating significant
congestion in Indian
airports and ports,
the Ministry of
External Affairs said
on Wednesday.

R o FUAR FI Fel

f& 3w airarger 1 & 18 grafiraeie gl Y s Feemet 3k gars
3733 W IFAftF sizHTs & HROT FATCT FX &A1 §, 98 IR R Axrey

&

* The move is not aimed at impacting Bangladesh’s trade with Nepal and Bhutan, MEA

spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said at his weekly press briefing.

fader AT & yaarar Wit JwarTe o 379 Arcdifees 94 siftheT 7 ohal [ Ig FeH TR
FT AT AT LT F AT SATIR FHTTAT el b 36T H 781 SSMAT AT R |

* The move comes days after Muhammad Yunus, Chief Adviser to Bangladesh’s interim
government, visited Beijing and made statements that were deemed to be controversial.

Ig e H od 3T & 519 $© et Tgel TTatesr F FARHA TFR F HET HATGFR AGFHG I o
#ifSiar 1 gt fonar 3R faaeRue a9 KT
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* He advocated greater Chinese trade ties with northeastern India, using Bangladesh ports.
3egiel ARl TGN & ATETH § YafeR AR F A1y e & AT Fael Y Fgrar ool i
Jehleld |

» The remarks had attracted criticism from several Indian leaders, including Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma.

ol ST T 8 HRART AT, (99T T & 3797 F FEIAA ferar fawar @ 2 F awaraar wr
ot

* He had objected to the Bangladeshi leader’s description of northeast India as an
extension for Chinese producers, terming it "offensive and highly condemnable”.

3ogie aFegel AT GaRT qafa¥ R I el Iearea! T ¥R TaT S W 3mafer Fars 3
=8 "Imfaeras 3R rcafle e R &)

* Indian officials refused to confirm whether the withdrawal of transshipment facilities was
linked to his remarks.

HRA ITARIRAT o TE Yo FIA F g AT e o grwfrgsie glawr Hr ganfea &1 dew 3o
AT H g AT |

* “The transshipment facility extended to Bangladesh had over a period of time resulted in
significant congestion at our airports and ports.

"FrIeEe FY & 7§ TARTHT FRAUT 3 FROT TAT & AT AR gaé 37get AR deemel |
s stz gl a1s oY

* Logistical delays and higher costs were hindering our own exports and creating backlogs.

dAltreesd & 3T 35T amTd gAR 39 fdTd 1 gafaa X 38 of 3R devaver der 3 W& 2|

* The facility, therefore, has been withdrawn with effect from April 8, 2025.
sHfeT 7E FAem 8 3rier 2025 A FATCT FHY & TS Y|

* To clarify, these measures do not impact Bangladesh exports to Nepal or Bhutan transiting
through Indian territory,” Mr. Jaiswal said.

FYSC I U AT STATATS o g foh $eT ST T SR &7 & ATCTH § AdTel 3T 5T Y At o
T8 SFareel fAaTa uT F1$ werrg A 99|

* On Tuesday, the Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs issued a notification
terminating the transshipment facility for Bangladesh’s trade with Bhutan, Myanmar, and
Nepal.

HIETAR &1 FERT e FT 3R HAT Yo S 7 T TG I I e, FAR 3R e
& WY FEARY F SR F fAv grafArgsde glawr garea w7 4|
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‘Essential’ facility
‘TS giawr

* In 2020, India had started allowing the transshipment of cargo from Bangladesh through
Indian Land Customs Stations, which would then be sent to their final destinations using
Indian ports and airports.

2020 # HRA & STATRT ¥ AT F SHIATAC T AT ST Y& Foram o, S s agfer dhar
e AT & grent ToRaT AR ARAT FSTaMTET T §aT$ 3733t o ATETH F 391 3iTH Ficded dh
AT ST T

* The facility is essential for the export of readymade items from Bangladesh, as these are
sent to countries such as Nepal, Bhutan and Myanmar through Indian ports and airports.

Ig GiauT aearesr ¥ WA @& F ata & v smaeas g, #3ifes 506 Aute, e 3R =aR
ST g2if A HRr deemet 3R FaT$ 373N & AL § AT ST B

» The decision to withdraw it, which comes just days before the beginning of New Year
festivities in Dhaka, is being perceived as a setback to bilateral trade that has been reeling
from lack of Indian visas to the Bangladesh business community.

S8 AT hl FATCT $el T [A0TT GThT & T AT & 3cHT T YT W F& et vgel 3man g, 3R
S HRA-Teaee gfA9afiTr AR & v stest AT 37 W@ 8, S et sl # sRd
et Fr FY Q T & geiad &
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Kerala and T.N. to conduct joint
Nilgiri tahr census from April 24

GS Paper lll:
The |Environment

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Kerala and Tamil Nadu will
jointly carry out a Nilgiri
tahr census from April 24
to 27. The survey will span
89 census blocks in Kerala
and 176 blocks in Tamil Na-
du over the four-day
period.

Forest Minister A.K. Sa-
seendran, who announced
the initiative recently, said
the synchronised survey of
the mountain ungulate is
being conducted to com-
memorate the 50th anni-
versary of the establish-
ment of the Eravikulam
National Park. The Kerala
and Tamil Nadu’s Forest
departments have begun
preparations to conduct
the census across the con-
tiguous Nilgiri tahr habi-
tats, covering areas both

Kerala and T.N. to conduct joint Nilgiri tahr census from April

24

The survey will cover 89 census blocks in Kerala and 176 in T.N.

inside and outside protect-
ed forest zones.

According to Chief Wil-
dlife Warden Pramod G.
Krishnan, camera traps
would be deployed and
pellet samples would be
collected from selected
blocks for scientific analy-
sis, including studies on ge-
netic variation.

In Kerala, the 89 census
blocks are located across

20 forest divisions, stretch-
ing from Thiruvananthap-
uram to Wayanad, regions
known for their tahr popu-
lations.

Around 1,300 census
team members will partici-
pate in the survey.

The data collected will
be analysed using the
‘bounded count’ method
to estimate the population
in each block.

el IR affrererg 24 3dter & gFd AR T8 STerroreT FLEr

- Kerala and Tamil Nadu will jointly carry out a Nilgiri tahr census from

April 24 to 27.
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» The survey will span 89 census blocks in Kerala and 176 blocks in
Tamil Nadu over the four-day period.

Ig FAETT HIA H 89 SIAIOTAT seliehl AR AfAeratrg & 176 seitenl 7 IR fea
d% T

* Forest Minister A.K. Saseendran, who announced the initiative recently, said the
synchronised survey of the mountain ungulate is being conducted to commemorate the 50th
anniversary of the establishment of the Eravikulam National Park.

g # T.F. WG A 7ol 1 # I g AN I §U el o6 50 TeTd aedreita &1 GAT-ad
STAATOTAT TfAFerst TSR 3Tt Y 504t TS o 3Tcrag & hr 511 WET 8

» The Kerala and Tamil Nadu Forest departments have begun preparations to conduct the
census across the contiguous Nilgiri tahr habitats, covering areas both inside and outside
protected forest zones.

I IR afferarg & g Rt o goer AafIR qev smarat #, wieid g & 37ex 3R Ty,
ST & T i & a2 &r g

* According to Chief Wildlife Warden Pramod G. Krishnan, camera traps would be deployed
and pellet samples would be collected from selected blocks for scientific analysis, including
studies on genetic variation.

HET T Iol1a TITH YAG SiY. FOTT & AR, TATAT Sellehl H HAT ST MT FTCA IR A F
THA Teha fohT ST dTieh damifevas fareerwor fovam S &b, foraa anepafras fafderar & sreaae
enfAer g M|

* In Kerala, the 89 census blocks are located across 20 forest divisions, stretching from
Thiruvananthapuram to Wayanad, regions known for their tahr populations.

el # 89 SITNUTAT selieh 20 TeT THIN & el G &, S fAeaei T & eire b el § — I 817
e T ITETEr & fore S ST E

 Around 1,300 census team members will participate in the survey.
SH STTITOTAT H 9173 1,300 & EEF HTIT oidl |

* The data collected will be analysed using the ‘bounded count’ method to estimate the
population in each block.

T fRT 3T 377ehR3T 1 FReIVT 'a1333 F13¢ ggufa 1 3UANT e fandm Seen arfeh geds salid
 JTETEY FT ITATS TITAT ST Feb |
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Rana a small player, U.S. had stalled
Headley’s extradition, says ex-official

[GS Paper llI: Internal Security |

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

With Tahawwur Hussain
Rana, one of the co-conspi-
rators in the 26/11 Mumbai
terror attacks, being extra-
dited to India, former Un-
ion Home Secretary G.K
Pillai said on Wednesday
that Rana had a “small
role” to play in the carnage
but the main conspirator
was protected by the U.S.

In an interview with The
Hindu, Mr. Pillai said that
the U.S. acted in “bad
faith” and despite knowing
about the terror plan, they
let Rana’s school friend
and main conspirator, Da-
vid Coleman Headley, to
continue with his “anti-In-
dia activity™”.

He said that Headley
acted as a double agent for
the U.S. government and
Pakistan’s Inter-Services
Intelligence (ISI). After
Headley’s arrest in 2009,
the Americans stalled his
extradition to India by of-
fering him plea-bargain-
ing, he said.

“Even post the 26/11 at-
tack, Headley came to

G.K. Pillai

Mumbai. We could have ar-
rested him in Mumbai if we
had known that he is an ac-
complice in terms of logis-
tics and support. It was de-
finitely bad faith by the
Americans. It really shows
that as far as the Ameri-
cans are concerned, they
only look after their inter-
ests,” Mr. Pillai said.

Asked about the signifi-
cance of Rana’s extradi-
tion, Mr. Pillai said, “He
had a small role to play,
more of a passive role in
providing the legal cover
for Headley to be able to
come to India. His role was
setting up the immigration

office in Mumbai and em-
ploying Headley and it was
during these trips that the
latter identified the place
of landing of the boat car-
rying the terrorists. He had
done physical reconnais-
sance of all these places
and passed on information
to the ISL”

It was during Mr. Pillai’s
tenure in office that Hea-
dley and Rana were arrest-
ed by the U.S authorities in
October 2009, almost a
year after the attacks that
left 166 people dead.

“He was arrested when I
was the Union Home Se-
cretary but the legal pro-
cess takes a long time, es-
pecially extradition.
Finally it has happened,”
he said, adding that Rana
would be convicted based
on the evidence gathered
so far.

Mr. Pillai said Headley,
despite having a Pakistani
father, could pass off as a
U.S citizen due to his ap-
pearance and the pass-
port, which only had his
mother’s name. “Before
26/11 happened, he had
made a number of trips to

India... from India, he
went to Pakistan on his U.S
passport. Even our intelli-
gence agencies did not sus-
pect him to be a Pakistani
agent primarily because he
came on a U.S. passport
and could pass off as a
white  American. The
Americans very cleverly
concealed his Pakistani
identity. Had we known he
was of Pakistani origin, ev-
ery time he came to India,
he would have been put
under surveillance,” Mr.
Pillai said.

He said after the inci-
dent, the software to track
foreigners was changed to
flag persons frequently vis-
iting India and Pakistan on
foreign passports.

Rana, wanted by the
NIA in the 2008 terror at-
tack case, was lodged in a
Los Angeles prison en
route to India following the
completion of extradition
proceedings.

The Pakistani-Canadian
citizen had challenged the
extradition and the last at-
tempt was rejected by the
U.S Supreme Court earlier
this week.

Rana a small player, U.S. had stalled Headley’s extradition,

says ex-official

AT T BT fFRTER, AR A g5l & Teador & U1 a1, &
sfrY 1 a9
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With Tahawwur Hussain Rana, one of the co-conspirators in the 26/11
Mumbai terror attacks, being extradited to India, former Union Home
Secretary G.K. Pillai said on Wednesday that Rana had a “small role”
to play in the carnage but the main conspirator was protected by the
U.S.

26/11 FFE TP gHEAT & Teh HE-ATOIIhl TgeqT gée AT I HRA
yeafid fT e & T1Y, 99 4 7€ ARa it &, Aeas ¥ uan # Fe1 &
=T Y 7fAT B oft, Afher FyET Arfarerrat Y 3ARFT 7 Faor =

* In an interview with The Hindu, Mr. Pillai said that the U.S. acted in “bad faith” and despite
knowing about the terror plan, they let Rana’s school friend and main conspirator, David
Coleman Headley, continue with his “anti-India activity”.

g feg fou vah Sexeg & A Reets o et & e o “goiaem & &1 fmam 3iR sderardy
ANSTAT & AR Blet & ATAS[G 3oalel Vel & Fehol a1t 3N HET AiforarFar 3fas Herds gt
1 “oa-fael afafafaal = SRy @ )

* He said that Headley acted as a double agent for the U.S. government and Pakistan’s ISI.
3ogiel gl foh gzell ANFT PR 3T TIfhTara Y 3rSvasns gt & fAv v ale voie & & H
T AT AT

* After Headley’s arrest in 2009, the Americans stalled his extradition to India by offering
him plea-bargaining, he said.

2009 # ggelY Y ARFaY & a1, 3ANFT & 39 Coll-F3f AT FT AT THT HRA TIIoT Y Ve
feam, 3=gis =

* “Even post the 26/11 attack, Headley came to Mumbai. We could have arrested him in
Mumbai if we had known that he is an accomplice in terms of logistics and support.

26/11 g#er & a1e 8ff ¥z Ha$ AT IR g T @it T 7 iforites AN gada & T H v
el 8, oY &7 39 Ha$ F ARFAR X ahdl &

* It was definitely bad faith by the Americans. It really shows that as far as the Americans are
concerned, they only look after their interests,” Mr. Pillai said.

Ig e &0 & ARt it gafaar o) g5 foarar § o 3rae aer srae et i orarg sar
g, i Roos o Farl

» Asked about the significance of Rana’s extradition, Mr. Pillai said, “He had a small role, more
of a passive role in providing the legal cover for Headley to be able to come to India.
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AT & JeIUoT & HAged W IS ot IR AT Ricers o &, 38 fae ot ik ey o, 3k
36T g3l I HRA 37T & ToIT HIeeAY HIATOT TeToT Fham|”

* His role was setting up the immigration office in Mumbai and employing Headley and it
was during these trips that the latter identified the place of landing of the boat carrying the
terrorists.

38 Ha$ H 3R AW Bar 3R 5ol 1 w1 o @M 3R 561 A3 & SR g5l o
HTAHATIGAT T ATT F IATA T STITE I TgdTe i |

* He had done physical reconnaissance of all these places and passed on information to
the ISI.

3T goT T Tt by i SITEEY hr 3N SRR ITSTHITE FY A

* It was during Mr. Pillai’s tenure in office that Headley and Rana were arrested by the U.S.
authorities in October 2009, almost a year after the attacks that left 166 people dead.

A oS & FIIHT & X1 d5at 3 =T Y 33Feaw 2009 # 3R F FRwar R =, 75
mlesmaﬁrma:wmwmmgmml

» “He was arrested when | was the Union Home Secretary but the legal process takes a long
time, especially extradition.

ST H HET IE AT AT I IR FIREAR €5, Afhet FIeTelt ITHAT A TG AT I §, TR
geagor &

* Finally it has happened,” he said, adding that Rana would be convicted based on the
evidence gathered so far.

“37CTT: T G, Iwgiel eT, WY & TlTT o 3T deh S[ETT AT Wl & TR T A HY Gy
oIl SlTud |

 Mr. Pillai said Headley, despite having a Pakistani father, could pass off as a U.S. citizen
due to his appearance and passport, which only had his mother’s name.

At Rreers o gt o aifdEare Rar gl & Jras(g §3elt 319el Aaral-33d 3R Rk 7 &1 a1 @
arer AR TrEEIE & HROT IANF AR F T 7 gg=rr & 7= a4

* “Before 26/11 happened, he had made a number of trips to India... from India, he went to
Pakistan on his U.S. passport.

“26/11 ¥ Ugol a8 $$ IR AR HTAT... 3R ART F AR I 9T grferedre arar|”

» Even our intelligence agencies did not suspect him to be a Pakistani agent primarily because
he came on a U.S. passport and could pass off as a white American.

gAY Githar TSIl o off 38 arfrearelt Tele AT wHsT Fifeh ag ARG qredie o 3mar AR
b FANE ARG & T H ggar=AT 37|
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» The Americans very cleverly concealed his Pakistani identity. Had we known he was of

Pakistani origin, every time he came to India, he would have been put under surveillance, Mr.

Pillai said.

IARTFAT F 93 Aremht ¥ 3THT wiferear vgare S| 319R g 9dT 8T foh a8 wifthearh qa
T &, df ag oie oY $TRa 31T, 39 e & @ S, A oo o el

* He said after the incident, the software to track foreigners was changed to flag persons

frequently visiting India and Pakistan on foreign passports.

38t el [P 38 TeaT & a1c ARt 9T AR I@e are GiveddR & scorg fhar arar arfs
el Ir9IE 9T IR-AR HRA 3R fFEare 3ma are F RfEaT Far s as)

* Rana, wanted by the NIA in the 2008 terror attack case, was lodged in a Los Angeles
prison en route to India following the completion of extradition proceedings.

2008 ¥ AT §HA F AT H TANTET FY T AT T Feqdor 9fwar ot gl & 91 s’ o
& GRIeT AT Usta Y Sier # 1T 3T AT

» The Pakistani-Canadian citizen had challenged the extradition and the last attempt was
rejected by the U.S. Supreme Court earlier this week.

IR EATel-FATSTS ARTRE T o FeAdoT FHY ot &F ot 3 3@ehT 3ifcrer HIRAA T 37 WeaTg H
eIt H IANF Folor F1E F T =1 |

Govt. approves 63,000-cr. deal for procuring Rafale-M jets

[GS Paper IIl: Internal Security |

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

The Cabinet Committee on
Security (CCS), headed by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, on Wednesday ap-
proved a nearly ¥63,000-
crore deal for the procure-
ment of 26 Rafale-M fighter
jets from France for the In-
dian Navy, official sources
confirmed.

The contract is expect-
ed to be concluded later
this month. It includes 22
single-seater jets that can
operate from aircraft car-
riers and four twin-seater
trainer jets, which are not
carrier-compatible.

The CCS approval for
the government-to-govern-
ment deal is the final step,
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Flight might: Rafale-M jets lined up on French carrier Charles de

Gaulle during the Varuna exercise last month. DINAKAR PERI

and the agreement now
awaits formal conclusion.
It is expected to be signed
during the French Defence
Minister’s visit to India,
likely later this month.
This leaves another me-

ga deal with France for
three additional Scorpene-
class conventional subma-
rines awaiting CCS appro-
val, before it can be
finalised.

The delivery of the jets

will begin three-and-a-half

years after the contract is
signed and is expected to
be completed in about six-
and-a-half years, official
sources said.

The Indian Air Force op-
erates 36 Rafale jets, ac-
quired under a ¥60,000-
crore deal signed in Sep-
tember 2016.

The Indian Navy got the
opportunity to witness the
performance of the Ra-
fale-M jets aboard the
French aircraft carrier
Charles de Gaulle during
the bilateral Varuna exer-
cise last month.

Unlike the Rafale deal,
which is an inter-govern-
mental agreement, the
deal for the Scorpene sub-
marines is a follow-on to

Contact Number : 9971932488
patrioticias.in

Website :

the earlier deal for six sub-
marines procured under
Project-75, between Naval
Group of France and Maza-
gon Dock Shipbuilders Ltd.
(MDL).

On July 13, 2023, the De-
fence Acquisition Council
(DAC), chaired by Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh,
had accorded initial appro-
val for the procurement of
26 Rafale-M fighters and
three additional Scorpene-
class diesel-electric
submarines.

The Rafale-M jets are
meant to fill the gap in the
number of fighter jets till
the under-development,
indigenous Twin Engine
Deck-Based Fighter
(TEDBF) is inducted into
service. The Navy current-

ly operates two aircraft car-
riers — INS Vikramaditya,
which was procured from
Russia, and the indige-
nously built INS Vikrant,
which was commissioned
in September 2022.

The Indian aircraft car-
riers use a skijump to
launch aircraft, unlike the
French carrier. Both car-
riers use arrestor cables to
recover aircraft which use
a tail hook.

The lifts aboard the In-
dian carriers were built to
accommodate the Russian
MIG-29K jets, and the Ra-
fale-M jets would need
slight modifications to fit
in. The lifts are used to
move the aircraft between
the hangar and the flight
deck.
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Govt. approves ¥63,000-cr. deal for procuring Rafale-M jets
IHR o T63,000 FUS FY Wher-M st Tg Wi Al &

The Cabinet Committee on Security (CCS), headed by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, on Wednesday approved a nearly ¥63,000-crore deal
for the procurement of 26 Rafale-M fighter jets from France for the
Indian Navy, official sources confirmed.

Tt A AIGT HY IreqaTar arell Hfase geam wfafa (CCs) A grar A
AT AT F fAT B @ 26 THe-M o31H A< A @lig F forw aersrar
63,000 FU3 ¥ Wi w7l §, st o give $i

* The contract is expected to be concluded later this month.

Ig eI W AEIT & 3 H QU glel hl 371G &

* It includes 22 single-seater jets that can operate from aircraft carriers and four twin-seater
trainer jets, which are not carrier-compatible.

sOH 22 T e ara i A § Y AT arge A 3377 IR Tohd & 3R IR &Y Hie are e s
AT &, S FAATe argeh & 3ielhe =781 o

» The CCS approval for the government-to-government deal is the final step, and the
agreement now awaits formal conclusion.

THR-V-TIFR F e & f7w CCS Fr Ay 3ifas =1or &, 3R 319 I5 F@Esiian siomie oshy
T et T TET B

* It is expected to be signed during the French Defence Minister’s visit to India, likely later
this month.

ST WA & T&TT HAt Y HR I & SRTT $H Aol & Il A gEATER [hT ST T THGAT B |

* This leaves another mega deal with France for three additional Scorpene-class
submarines awaiting CCS approval.

S8 Wi & |1y et srfaReaa wrdlar Aoft i gagfeaat & fov v 3k 31 @ler cCs #r Al Hr

gdreT A gl

* The delivery of the jets will begin three-and-a-half years after the contract is signed and is
expected to be completed in about six-and-a-half years, official sources said.

HARRET & AR, sie Hr Belladl s X gEATER & H1E et el d1g Y& 1M 3R efarsyar
1S B ATl 7 I g1t T 379G B
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* The Indian Air Force operates 36 Rafale jets, acquired under a ¥60,000-crore deal signed in
September 2016.

HRART ARG AT STATT H 36 Thel A€ T HalToleT el 8, Tolog fada¥ 2016 3 260,000 FS &
Tie & ded ured fmar arar |

» The Indian Navy witnessed the performance of the Rafale-M jets aboard the French
aircraft carrier Charles de Gaulle during the Varuna exercise last month.

AR AT & NS ASS T I & &1 wiEEY AR O Ired & it ) Thd-M
e Y verle &7Har S ea|

* Unlike the Rafale deal, which is an inter-governmental agreement, the deal for the
Scorpene submarines is a follow-on to the earlier deal for six submarines under Project-75
between Naval Group of France and Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Ltd. (MDL).

el W & AT, S Uoh FHR-Q-AHR FAHAIAT o, ThIdfer gargfeaat a1 Hiar Project-75 &
g Ugel T 31T g Taagfeadil & Hlie &1 ITEROT &, St I & Aae 49 3R AT sty
WW(MDL)%W:@TW

» On July 13, 2023, the Defence Acquisition Council (DAC), chaired by Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh, had accorded initial approval for the procurement of 26 Rafale-M fighters and
three additional Scorpene-class submarines.

13 S[elT$ 2023 T T&TT FHAt ASTATY FAE T AT aTell Wi 3rferargor IRwe (DAC) & 26 Wher-M
st Rt 3R e arfaRera widfer Aoft & gegfeaat i wlie 1 yRfeE wed & o

» The Rafale-M jets are meant to fill the gap in the number of fighters till the under-
development, indigenous Twin Engine Deck-Based Fighter (TEDBF) is inducted into service.

THA-M A T 36T I deh A3 [AATAL T FHY Y G FIAT & 519 doh o Fageft et o
3%-9¥3 WIgeX (TEDBF) ¥ar H enfAe A& & SIrdT|

» The Navy currently operates two aircraft carriers — INS Vikramaditya, procured from
Russia, and the indigenously built INS Vikrant, commissioned in September 2022.

AT adA H S RATAaES N9 GITTad FLdl § — T T Ired INS Ay it wadaft
AT INS fawia, 59 Rdex 2022 & e fwar ar=r o

* The Indian aircraft carriers use a ski-jump to launch aircraft, unlike the French carrier. Both
carriers use arrestor cables to recover aircraft which use a tail hook.

AR faATAaTES 9 TAATT 3377 & fIT ThI-ST 7 3TN I &, TR BT 9 VT gl
mlaﬁqﬁ%ﬂmaﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁm@mmwmmﬁﬁmﬁw?mm

*» The lifts aboard Indian carriers were built to accommodate the Russian MIG-29K jets, and
the Rafale-M jets would need slight modifications to fit in.
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AT faATIaES W e e o &Y fAT-20K AT & T Sa=am =7 €, 3R Ther-M e & fhe

* The lifts are used to move the aircraft between the hangar and the flight deck.

Y farre [AAT F1 §91 3R T8 3F & 91T o S & v 399 Hr Jrer €1

‘Revise Aadhaar law
to sync with personal
data protection Act’

Vaishnaw says India has an indigenous, modern legal framework, and the

two laws should be harmonised; he asks UIDAI to keep citizens as focus

[GS Paper lll: Cyber Security |

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

nion Minister of
U Electronics and In-
formation Technol-

ogy Ashwini Vaishnaw on
Tuesday asked the Unique
Identification Authority of
India (UIDAI) to come up
with a new law for Aadhaar
that is compatible with the
Digital Personal Data Pro-
tection Act, 2023.

Mr. Vaishnaw made the
request at an Aadhaar Sam-
vaad (debate) event.

“When the Aadhaar Act
was passed [in 2016], there
was no horizontal privacy
law covering all sectors,”
Mr. Vaishnaw said. “Now,
we have the Digital Perso-
nal Data Protection Act,
2023, and the rules for the
Act are almost finalised
and will be notified soon.
We have an indigenous,
modern legal framework.
Now we need to see how
the Aadhaar law can be
harmonised vis-a-vis the
DPDP Act.”

The DPDP Act lays out

Lofty goals: IT Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw lays emphasis on public
convenience as a priority for new Aadhaar law. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

requirements for firms and
government bodies to pro-
tect citizens’ personal da-
ta, and provides for penal-
ties in case of data
breaches or leaks.

Notification soon
The draft rules to enforce
the Act have not yet been
notified; a draft is in the fi-
nal stages of consultation,
and is likely to be notified
in the coming weeks.
“That is a task I would
request the UIDAI to take
up in a major way going
forward,” Mr. Vaishnaw

said. The programme was
attended by UIDAI officials
and Aadhaar ecosystem
partners.

Mr. Vaishnaw unveiled
the look of the revamped
Aadhaar mobile app,
which will be rolled out to
the public after testing.

Mr. Vaishnaw empha-
sised public convenience
as a priority for the new
law. He said the UIDAI
should consider “what a
modern Aadhaar Act
should contain to keep the
common citizen at the
centre.”

‘Revise Aadhaar law to
sync with personal
data protection Act’

TR Flefe HI
cgfFaeTd SeT |IaToT
Ifefaas & ey
Union Minister of
Electronics and
Information Technology
Ashwini Vaishnaw on
Tuesday asked the Unique
Identification Authority of
India (UIDAI) to come up
with a new law for
Aadhaar that is
compatible with the Digital
Personal Data Protection
Act, 2023.

FA g 3 g
gieAfarr 7=l 3rfRaedt dvorg
o AITGR $ ARAGT RAfdrse
ggdaTe WIfSeor (UIDAI) &
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IOy T & a Biorea safedera ser wvaror sftfaas, 2023 & arqe
T AT 3TN FTelel AR FR

» Mr. Vaishnaw made the request at an Aadhaar Samvaad (debate) event.

At ds0Ta A T I IR Hare FRHA 7 |

* “When the Aadhaar Act was passed [in 2016], there was no horizontal privacy law covering
all sectors,” Mr. Vaishnaw said.

Y dUT & g, “Sd TR HfAfer [2016 A aTR §31 2T, 7 @it &1 Y FHaT FI AT F1E
atfrsr aaeierar Frepet w1t arl”

* “Now, we have the Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023, and the rules for the Act
are almost finalised and will be notified soon.

“319 gAR U f3foreer safdaera e wvator srfafaas, 2023 § 31k 53 afafags & fov s
TSI IHFAH T A § 3R 0% stea iR fram seem)”

* We have an indigenous, modern legal framework. Now we need to see how the Aadhaar
law can be harmonised vis-a-vis the DPDP Act.”

3 GAR UTH Teh Faael, YT FTefeit araT & | 316 §H ST § {3 TR FTefet Y DPDP
IHATATH & HTET Y AT ST Fhell &1

* The DPDP Act lays out requirements for firms and government bodies to protect citizens’
personal data, and provides for penalties in case of data breaches or leaks.

DPDP sifafaasr 4 Fufai 3k aar et & forw st & safeaera ser i geam 6
3TITRAT T IRATNT foam = & 31R 3e1 e a1 3o Hr Uiy & &3 1 yrau 2

» The draft rules to enforce the Act have not yet been notified; a draft is in the final stages of
consultation, and is likely to be notified in the coming weeks.

5H JfRfaad &l o) e & fov #ater ae 3nh g sifRgRia 7@ e are §; v Faler gt
& 3ifas =avor A § 3R mnHY gwat 7 srfgfRa gl H wraer g

* “That is a task | would request the UIDAI to take up in a major way going forward,” Mr.
Vaishnaw said.

T ISUTg o e, “ﬁUIDAIﬂWHWT%H%gH%R&%Tmm?m?Wﬁ
38T’

* The programme was attended by UIDAI officials and Aadhaar ecosystem partners.

3 A A UIDAI 3R 3R smar aikfeufadhy ao & iRt & sirer form|
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* Mr. Vaishnaw unveiled the look of the revamped Aadhaar mobile app, which will be rolled
out to the public after testing.

#T ISUTT o AT TTET gTel YR AGS VT FHT 3A1aR0T fohar, TS qaqor & 91 3H Fadr & fav
& o STaaT |

» Mr. Vaishnaw emphasised public convenience as a priority for the new law.

AT AU o AT Flofe A STAYIALT T GrUfAFar &t W AR &2

* He said the UIDAI should consider “what a modern Aadhaar Act should contain to keep the
common citizen at the centre.”

3=gie1 gl foh UIDAI ol Ig HITTT ATig T Toh Teh regfores 3maR srfafaaer & s glan @nfg e arfen
AT AFIRS &1 g & QT 9T T |
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As wildfires scorch the earth, the
Arctic biome rejects more carbon

A new study has found the Arctic Boreal Zone began to turn into a carbon source before 1990, and it was helped by the Eastern Siberia fires in 2003
and the Timmins wildfire in Canada in 2012. The CO2 released in those two vears far exceeded the amount the zone alone was able to absorb

S Paper |
[Environment

Arkatapa Basu

ultiple states in the U.S. were
recently in the grip of
tornadoes, wildfires, and
dust storms. The fires that
scorched parts of Texas and Oklahoma
burnt through almost 300 homes, reliving
the horrors a similar blaze inflicted on Los
Angeles in January this year. The fires that
raged across Eaton and Palisades in
particular claimed at least 28 lives,
destroyed more than 14,000 structures,
and forced people to evacuate en masse.

The inferno engulfed at least 16,000
hectares of land, destroying various
natural ecosystems, per state agency Cal
Fire. In fact, Cal Fire said it was among
the most destructive fires in California
history.

Almost a month later, across the Pacific
Ocean, another wildfire swept through
the forests near Ofunato City in Japan.
According to media reports, the fire had
started burning in the mountainous
region surrounding the city on February
26. It claimed the life of at least one
person, damaged close to 210 buildings,
and forced more than 4,200 residents in
the area to evacuate. In all, the fire
covered nearly 2,900 hectares of land,
rendering it one of the largest fires Japan
has suffered in the last five decades.

All these fires also released large
quantities of carbon into the atmosphere.
According to the Copernicus Air
Monitoring Service (CAMS) of the
European Union, wildfires released
800,000 tonnes of carbon in January
2025 alone, and this was nearly four times
the amount wildfires released in the same
period a decade ago. CAMS also examined
the fires’ radiative power — i.e., the
amount of heat they radiated, measured
in watts — as recorded by NASA's Terra
and Aqua satellites (which also track farm
fires in India in winter). It found that this
power exceeded the long-term average
power between 2003 and 2024 by one
order of magnitude.

Highest land temperatures

According to the latest India State of
Forest Report published on December 21,
2024, Urtarakhand, Odisha and
Chhattisgarh recorded the most fires in
that year. Uttarakhand alone recorded
5,315 forest fires between November 2022
and June 2023. However, the report also
said the number of fire ‘hotspots’ in the
country seems to be dropping: from 2.23
lakh in 2021-2022 and 2.12 lakh in
20222023 to 2.03 lakh in 2023-2024.

At the same time, India has been
experiencing some of its highest land
temperatures in recent years. In 2023,
researchers at IIT-Kharagpur and the
Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology,
Pune, reported that in India’s northwest,
northeast, and central regions, land
temperature is rising 0.1°-0.3° C per
decade in the pre-monsoon season and
0.2-0.4° C per decade in the
POSt-mONsoon season.

Heat waves have also been found to be
occurring earlier in the year, moving
slower, and lasting longer. Together with
prolonged dry spells, they create
conditions ripe for wildfires. Suryaprabha
Sadasivan, senior vice-president of
consulting firm Chase India, wrote in The
Hindu on February 12 that forest fires in
India emit around 69 million tonnes of

Ahome is engulfed during the Eaton Fire on January 8, 2025, in Altadena, California. GETTY MAGES VIA AP

carbon dioxide every year.

The intensity and frequency of
wildfires raise the question: are the
earth’s natural carbon sinks able to
absorb all the carbon being emitted?

The Arctic carbon sink

The planet’s oceans, forests, and soil are
well-known carbon sinks. The Arctic
Boreal Zone (ABZ) is a particularly
important one: for many centuries now,
its tundra, coniferous forests, and
wetlands around the Arctic Circle have
absorbed carbon and sequestered it in the
zone's permafrost. Its coniferous forest is
the world’s largest land-based biome.

But according to a new study published
in Nature Climate Change, the increasing
ferocity of wildfires means that more than
30% of the ABZ has now stopped
capturing carbon and is instead releasing
it.

In the study, an international team of
researchers analysed data from 200
monitoring sites worldwide between 1990
and 2020 and tracked year-round changes
in the atmospheric concentration of
carbon. Their analysis found that while
the ABZ was actively absorbing carbon
from the atmosphere from 20012020,
fully one-third of the region has been
ing carbon dioxide since.

“While we found many northern
ecosystems are still acting as carbon
dioxide sinks, source regions and fires are
now cancelling out much of that net
uptake and reversing long-standing
trends,” Anna Virkkala, a research
scientist at Woodwell Climate Research
Center in the US and an author of the

atmosphere. According to the
EU, wildfires released 800,000
tonnes of carbon in January
2025 alone, four times the
amount such fires released a
decade ago

study, said in a statement.

The researchers were also able to
specify the areas in the ABZ that had
become carbon sources: while Alaska
accounted for 44% of the ‘new’ emissions,
northern Europe and Siberia accounted
for 25% and 13%, respectively. The study
paper also stated that the carbon
emissions from the longer, non-summer
months in the ABZ had surpassed the
amount of carbon dioxide absorbed
during the summer months (June to
August).

Carbon sink to source
Finally, the team was able to estimate that
the ABZ first began to transform from a
carbon sink to a carbon source before
1990 and it was helped along by the
Eastern Siberia fires in Russia in 2003 and
the Timmins wildfire in Canada in 2012.
According to the paper, the carbon
dioxide released in these two years far
exceeded the amount the ABZ alone was
able to absorb.

One important reason for the ABZ
releasing more carbon dioxide than what
it can absorb is the thawing of tundra

permafrost. As global warming — whose
effects have been more pronounced in
cooler regions — dries out the soil and
changes the type of plants that grow, the
average temperature of the top soil rises
and organic mat s in the soil
decompose, releasing carbon dioxide into
the atmosphere.

The consequences of these changes
creates a dangerous feedback loop.
According to the study, as wildfires
become more common and more intense,
they burn through the natural carbon
reservoirs that have historically helped
regulate the earth’s climate. The carbon
released from these fires further fuels
global warming, which in turn creates
conditions for more frequent and more
intense wildfires. And so on.

The study also corroborated the
findings of the 2024 Arctic Report Card
issued by the US National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). This
document stated that frequent wildfires
are turning the Arctic tundra into a source
of carbon by forcing it to absorb record
levels of pollution due to burning fossil
fuels.

Alaska Biological Research senior
scientist Gerald Frost, who also
co-authored the Arctic Report Card, told
the NOAA, “Many of the Arctic’s vital
signs that we track are either setting or
flirting with record-high or record-low
values nearly every year. This is an
indication that recent extreme years are
the result of long-term, persistent
changes, and not the result of variability
in the climate system.”

arkatapa.basu@thehindu.co.in

As wildfires
scorch the
earth, the
Arctic biome
rejects more
carbon

3 3T gt A
STerT W 8,
IThfew Stg &
TS Fra

HTANFR HT T

A new study has
found the Arctic
Boreal Zone
began to turn
into a carbon
source before
1990, and it was
helped by the
Eastern Siberia
fires in 2003 and
the Timmins
wildfire in
Canadain 2012.
TH 7S eqqT &

qTIT 91T TR

3T AR AT 1990 @ Tget & et Wi ¥ agelelr & &) a7 T, 3R
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» The CO, released in those two years far exceeded the amount the zone alone was able to
absorb.

g1 &1 IS & ST CO, IcqfSid €3, € 5 817 1 AT T Y a7 3 el 31f0eh o

Recent Wildfires and their Devastating Impact
Tl Y STITer Y 3ATIT 3R 3eTapT A=A yarTa

» Multiple states in the U.S. were recently in the grip of tornadoes, wildfires, and dust storms.

BT &1 3 WgaFd U AR & S Tod TasT, Frer $ 3097 3 et o7k riferAt v a9e 7 &

* The fires that scorched parts of Texas and Oklahoma burnt through almost 300 homes,
reliving the horrors a similar blaze inflicted on Los Angeles in January 2025.

AT AR HFATGIAT & TGEHT T SATeT aTell ATT o STaTsTaT 300 WY b STeT &2, Foradt Srerady
2025 & 9 Taiferd 7 o9t v 38T dg T 31T FiI 1aragar e & A 3ms |

* The fires in Eaton and Palisades claimed at least 28 lives, destroyed more than 14,000
structures, and forced people to evacuate en masse.

$eat 3T fAdzw & o9l 3mer A T & e 28 AN A AT o, 14,000 A IAF FIGATT ASC FX
&, 3R AT T 9 FEAT # geae S & foT ATy R

* The inferno engulfed at least 16,000 hectares of land, destroying various natural
ecosystems, per state agency Cal Fire.

5 #fI9OT 3TeT A AT TSI Cal Fire & 3R FF T A 16,000 §FeIT A T 3011 9T A of
foram 3R s grpfas TRfEufasw o=t &1 ave # fear|

+ Cal Fire said it was among the most destructive fires in California history.

Cal Fire ¥ &gl foh I8 hiamferar & sfagry T @ A 3 3 & e o)

Wildfire in Japan
SITITeT & STeT Y 31TeT

* Across the Pacific Ocean, another wildfire swept through the forests near Ofunato City in
Japan.

YRl AFTR & 38 UK, Teh 3R SaTel T 37197 ¥ SATTeT & INGATAT AT o UIH & STaTcAl b 3=
T9¢ F o form|
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* The fire had started burning on February 26 in the mountainous region surrounding the city.

TE 31T 26 HIE T AL & 3THA & T &7 F STeiar YT g5 A

* It claimed the life of at least one person, damaged close to 210 buildings, and forced more
than 4,200 residents to evacuate.

S e H e T SqTF Y ST of oY, SIS 210 FARGT 1 Tl T, 3R 4,200 F ftr
it 1 gemaer & fow #Aq a1 e

* In all, the fire covered nearly 2,900 hectares of land, making it one of the largest fires Japan
has suffered in the last five decades.

ol TR, 37T &7 IaT$TaT 2,900 AT ${fA 1 &R Tora, TSy g Mot 9 qereht & Smarer
EART Fiel 7§ TGH T3 30T 7§ Teh a9 TS|

Global Carbon Emissions and Fire Intensity

A% F1ET 3o 3T 319 A fgan

» These fires released large quantities of carbon into the atmosphere.

o1 33T o ATATAROT H T8 AT & FHIee ScHToid b |

* According to the Copernicus Air Monitoring Service (CAMS) of the European Union,
wildfires released 800,000 tonnes of carbon in January 2025 alone.

Ty e 1 Frafasa T AfAeRer §aT (CAMS) & AR, Shdel SeTadt 2025 F SaTel I 31T
o 8 WG T FHIAT SchToic (|

* This was nearly four times the amount wildfires released in the same period a decade ago.

g HATAT Th &2l Ugel sﬁrmﬁmﬁmﬁgﬂéﬂﬁmmﬂmmiﬁl

» CAMS also examined the fires’ radiative power — measured in watts — using NASA’s Terra
and Aqua satellites.

CAMS 5T NASA & 31 3iX werar Aearsed FI Fce T 30T 6T ardig Fa1 Xf3vfed arar) 6 of s
&, fore atew & #79T I137|

» The radiative power exceeded the long-term average between 2003 and 2024 by one order
of magnitude.

SH AT Foil &f 2003 & 2024 & A T drdamfer 3itwa ¥ gw @ 3178 g 15|

Forest Fires and Rising Land Temperatures in India
HR H STl Y 1T 31 T5a A araaTeT

* According to the latest India State of Forest Report published on December 21, 2024,
Uttarakhand, Odisha and Chhattisgarh recorded the most fires that year.
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21 REET 2024 F1 TRRIT AR a1 Feufa R & 38R, savrEs, 3nfden 3k sdwe A sgay
G 3AF AT S |

» Uttarakhand alone recorded 5,315 forest fires between November 2022 and June 2023.
FIe IANGS o AqaY 2022 { ST 2023 & &< 5,315 ST Y T Gof 1|

* However, the number of fire ‘hotspots’ in the country seems to be dropping: from 2.23 lakh
(2021-2022) and 2.12 lakh (2022—-2023) to 2.03 lakh (2023-2024).

gTcTiTeh, &2T 3 3TN & 'gleTuiey’ F T&dT & PRIge ¢l 718 §: 2.23 9 (2021-2022), 2.12 d/
(2022-2023) ¥ TEHT 2.03 TG (2023—-2024) &Y 718 ¥

* India has been experiencing some of its highest land temperatures in recent years.

HIX BTcT o ANt 3 379 Fad Ao S{ffr ATaaTeT 7 37787 FL T B

* In 2023, researchers from [IT-Kharagpur and Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology,
Pune, reported that land temperature is rising 0.1°C-0.3°C per decade in the pre-monsoon
season and 0.2°C-0.4°C per decade in the post-monsoon season.

2023 #, IT-G$ITYR AR ARl seorsfeatir Ataer e dwume, qor & eitrerdisi & aamr i
W-ATTHT # ATIATT Wi gF 0.1°C-0.3°C, 3R IRFe-AHT #H 0.2°C-0.4°C HI & ¥ 96 T ¢

* Heat waves have also been found to be occurring earlier, moving slower, and lasting
longer.

o (€1 3ew) 319 STedY, o Terer arelt, 3R 37 FHT O Ry arely a1 S F|

* Together with prolonged dry spells, they create conditions ripe for wildfires.

o<t g arafer & arer fAer A sierer Y 3T & AT 3regeher AR AT Foreh €1

» Suryaprabha Sadasivan, senior vice-president at Chase India, wrote on February 12 in The
Hindu that forest fires in India emit around 69 million tonnes of carbon dioxide every year.

12 ®ad &l g fog # A 3f3ar &1 aftss sureret AW Herflaer & forr o sRa & Siarer
3T & ATl M 6.9 FUS T FaieT SIBHTFASS 3cTToid Hlal &

Conclusion and Concern

foasay 3k Rar

* The intensity and frequency of wildfires raise the question: are the earth’s natural carbon
sinks able to absorb all the carbon being emitted?

STaTer hT 37T Y efterel R IRARET I8 el 357 §: F7 gedt & i fas Free raeivs 56
3cHTIN 81 T¢ FTeleT ohl AT Y el 7 HaTH g2
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The Arctic carbon sink

HThfeh Fed e

» The planet’s oceans, forests, and soil are well-known carbon sinks.

g & HETHER, Siorer 3R fAedY uffey e i+ &)

* The Arctic Boreal Zone (ABZ) is a particularly important one: for many centuries now, its
tundra, coniferous forests, and wetlands around the Arctic Circle have absorbed carbon and
sequestered it in the zone’s permafrost.

ITHTEF AN AT (ABZ) FIAW & & Agcaqul §: s AT & 38 g1, HIoTardy et 3R
HTENTAAT FIT T HTATIT FX H 817 & TATHIEE H TIEIT X G &

* Its coniferous forest is the world’s largest land-based biome.

SHHT HIVTIRY TeT G127 T T T3T FANT qRHA ¥

* But according to a new study published in Nature Climate Change, the increasing ferocity of
wildfires means that more than 30% of the ABZ has now stopped capturing carbon and is
instead releasing it.

AifeheT AR FATSAT AT H FehTTRI Ueh 718 TSN & ] AR, ST Y 7T Y Fgcll e o HROT
379 ABZ T 30% ¥ 31T REHT e il ohsal & o1 38 SIS W &

* In the study, an international team of researchers analysed data from 200 monitoring sites
worldwide between 1990 and 2020 and tracked year-round changes in atmospheric carbon.

S YT H, Ueh HAWTSEIY METehell S a1 1990 F 2020 o STy AT 81X F 200 FATRredt Terai
U 3T T f3eewoT foham 3R QX 9 arg#Hs el Fidet 7 agardl &l ¢ |

* Their analysis found that while the ABZ was actively absorbing carbon from 2001-2020, fully
one-third of the region has been releasing carbon dioxide since.

3o7oh f32VuT & 9T I>4T foF 2001 & 2020 deh ABZ Afehd §T A hTeeT 37TM™T T IgT 2T, et
T weh-faET$ &7 FIe s3HTFATES B3 Wi

* “While we found many northern ecosystems are still acting as carbon dioxide sinks, source
regions and fires are now cancelling out much of that net uptake,” said Anna Virkkala,
research scientist at Woodwell Climate Research Center.

“gTeTiteh et aTaT foh g 3 IIRREUTAS o 3731 off FIeeT sr83ieFarss e & §9 & HA W |
g, oifereT Tt &1 3R 39T 319 3 Fer IraAMOT Y FIHW F @ 8, VAT 5T g5 FoAC Rgd
HeT i dA e faRarFre 7|

* The researchers also specified the areas in ABZ that had become carbon sources: Alaska
accounted for 44%, northern Europe for 25%, and Siberia for 13% of the new emissions.
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25%, 3R ATEARAT & 13% 7T 3cToieT T AFTerT |

* The study also said that carbon emissions during non-summer months in ABZ had
surpassed the carbon dioxide absorbed during summer (June to August).

eAT 7 Ig of FdraT 9T & ABZ # et & FAT (ST & 39TEa) & NI NS et
STS3TFATSS T JolaTl ﬁﬁ—?ﬁﬁ?ﬂﬁﬁﬁmmﬁgml

Carbon sink to source
FraeT fAF T 9 & IRad=T

» The team estimated that ABZ began transforming from a carbon sink to a carbon source
before 1990.
E1H & 3THTST o191 fob ABZ = 1990 W Ug el 81 Ueh hlele] [&ieh & hlele] FAIT H Ferelell Y& Y fem

am|

* This change was accelerated by Eastern Siberia fires in 2003 and the Timmins wildfire in
Canada in 2012.

$H JGeTTd i 2003 H qdf Argafar #r 3mer 3R 2012 # Fearst it RFA-w aEEsERR & o F¢
e

» The carbon dioxide released in these two years far exceeded the amount ABZ could absorb.

ST Qleil ast 7 BIEY 1S FIdeT SBHTFATES T ATIT ABZ T HFNNOT &THAT & Fal 3 oA

» One major reason ABZ is releasing more CO; is the thawing of tundra permafrost.

ABZ ZaRT 3Tt et STEATFATSS BISA ol Teh HET HRUT $3T1 TATHIEC HT Rererer |

» As global warming dries out soil and changes the plant types, the average temperature of
top soil rises and organic material decomposes, releasing CO,.

oI 8 ARTF aTIATe doo A TR g & 3R gt i fhed Feeld 8, redt i Fadt v
3itaa aTaATT ¢ ST § 3R Fe e qer fafed gew Co, sisd

» These changes create a dangerous feedback loop: wildfires destroy carbon reservoirs,
release carbon, fuel global warming, and create more fires.

¥ IR Teh @ATATR PISdS T ToTTd) & STl ehl 7T T $SRI T ASE HIT &, PIaeT SISl
¢, dRas argae Terd §, oraw 3R 31l JTer oRTe T HHTET ST B

* The study corroborated the findings of the 2024 Arctic Report Card by US NOAA, which said
wildfires are turning Arctic tundra into a carbon source.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

MU ¥ ABZ 7 d 819 8 et T S shreiet T e Teb &: AT o 44%, 38 (T =

Page7 1



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

WWW.patri Dtc1

SH LI o FARFT I NOAA aﬁmaﬁzommmémé%ﬁwaﬁrgfw@r,ﬁﬁ
gl 1T Toh STaTel T M7 AT 3T I FIaeT FANT A dGof Wl 6

» Gerald Frost, senior scientist at Alaska Biological Research, said Arctic’s vital signs are
setting record-high or record-low values nearly every year.

IATEHT TSR RET & IS A SRTes BIFE & gl foh 3ehiceh & Agcaqol Hevd
oIl &Y Y ReA1E 30 A1 foret ¥ W oga @ ¢

» He added this shows extreme years are the result of long-term, persistent changes, not just
climate variability.

3751l gl foh SHA T Teidl § foh A =X aY, el STorary qRacteTNerdr 781 afes Qreenifas
3 waa afadat & aRome &
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Splashing is an important physical phenomenon,
and understanding it is key to improving many
industrial processes. PIXABAY

Charged
water makes
a smaller
splash

|GS Paper lll: S&T |
Vasudevan Mukunth

When a drop of water falls on a glass top,
there’s a splash.

As the bead strikes the glass, its
momentum, until then moving
downward, is transferred in a horizontal
direction. This sudden redistribution of
energy causes a sheet of the liquid, called
a lamella, to peel off from the drop. It’s
lifted up from the surface by a thin layer
of gas between the sheet and the glass
and by a difference in pressure acting on
the sheet’s top and bottom sides. This lift
causes the lamella to break up into
droplets, creating a splash.

Scientists study this splash in detail
because, in the words of a 2014 paper in
Physical Review Letters, it’s present in
several “technological and scientific fields
[including] ink-jet printing, combustion,
and surface coating.”

A disorderly splash can create
unwanted effects in these processes. For
example, ink deposited on a sheet of
paper by a printer could create a smudge.
Sometimes splashing is also beneficial. In
a coal power plant, the feedwater
entering the boiler could accumulate
dissolved carbon dioxide, which needs to
be removed or it could corrode the boiler
vessel. To do this, cold feedwater is first

difference in pressure

bottom sides.

When the charged drop hit the
surface, a lamella was formed —
but it didn’t lift. In the end, the
splash was much smaller. Beyond
a particular charge, the drop
made no splash at all

splashed on a surface. The splash
produces droplets that are collected in a
vessel, through which steam from a
turbine is passed. As the feedwater heats
up, it releases its dissolved carbon
dioxide, which is blown through a vent.
Then the feedwater enters the boiler.

Splashing is an important physical
phenomenon and understanding it is key
to improving many industrial processes.
That way, they may even be able to
eliminate splashing altogether. A new
study from researchers from China,
Germany, Hong Kong, and Switzerland
has reported just this.

According to the group, splashing can
be prevented altogether if a water drop
falling on a hard surface is electrically
charged. The findings were published in
Physical Review Letters on April 1.

The team’s experiment was simple. A
syringe needle releases water drops to a
glass surface half to two feet below. On
the way, the droplet passes through a
copper hoop. The hoop and the needle
are connected in an electrical circuit.
When the drop passes through the hoop,
it becomes electrically charged.

Video recordings revealed that when
the charged drop hit the surface a lamella
was formed — but it didn’t lift. The
charges on the lamella pulled it towards
the surface and kept it from spreading
out. In the end, the splash was much
smaller. The researchers found that
beyond a particular charge, created by
tuning the electric field inside the hoop,
the drop made no splash at all.

They also found the effect only
happens when the drop falls on an
insulating surface. An electrically
conducting surface would take away the
charge, leaving the drop to make a splash.
“Qur results ... highlight the potential of
controlling splashing by manipulating
drop charges,” the researchers wrote in
their paper.

Charged Water
Makes a Smaller
Splash

faega mafda o= &
SRTFA S

When a drop of water
falls on a glass top,
there’s a splash.

o9 qTell FY UF §g HI Hr
dg W A §, af Sier
CEC S

* As the bead strikes the glass,
its momentum, until then moving
downward, is transferred in a
horizontal direction.

SIS §g e H THICH ©, Al SHHT
aifr waer, Y oA 7 3R T,
&ifasr e  TaraaRa g srar
gl

* This sudden redistribution of
energy causes a sheet of the
liquid, called a lamella, to peel
off from the drop.

S Sl oh 3TeTeh JoATdaRoT &
e T Uk R 8 dAAear war
STl &, §G & 37eleT &1 STl 81

* It’s lifted up from the surface by
a thin layer of gas between the
sheet and the glass and by a
acting on the sheet’s top and

g Ra Me iR wa s g &r

I Y gaell R 311 e F IR 3R A & g9 F /AT T FW 3odT &l
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* This lift causes the lamella to break up into droplets, creating a splash.

T 35Td el T dal # g & &, TS Sier =icr g |

« Scientists study this splash in detail because, in the words of a 2014 paper in Physical Review
Letters, it's present in several technological and scientific fields including ink-jet printing,
combustion, and surface coating.

FTTIeh 5T B T IS J 3T I & Fifeh Physical Review Letters & 2014 & Teh g
& ITHR, e eaattaiton X 7T & 3§ &¥ 7 uran Siran & 91 fo §%-9e Rifter, gger sl wae
FifET|
* A disorderly splash can create unwanted effects in these processes.

U Heqafeyd Bier 5 UThaT3it H 3= T$71d 3Tl HehT &

* For example, ink deposited on a sheet of paper by a printer could create a smudge.

3ETEROT & T, e g@RT H1ITST T STell IS FATE Ueh Ueell ST Tehell &

» Sometimes splashing is also beneficial.

FHHT-HHT BicT aArerhrY # giar g1

* In a coal power plant, the feedwater entering the boiler could accumulate dissolved carbon
dioxide, which needs to be removed or it could corrode the boiler vessel.

wmmmﬁ,mﬁﬁarmwmwgmwﬁmmm
HordT &, foId §eTeTT 37928 § a3 IE S1FeR ol ST o191 ehal &

» To do this, cold feedwater is first splashed on a surface.

Y g & foIv 38 Hsdre & Uge Uah dg 9T Bier ST ¢

» The splash produces droplets that are collected in a vessel, through which steam from a
turbine is passed.

Ig BieT §& FATc § Foee Teh acieT # Fhear fnam S §, forwst & edfiger it 819 It 21

* As the feedwater heats up, it releases its dissolved carbon dioxide, which is blown through
avent.

I &Y hrsaTe I B1c 8, I8 39+l geflt g8 FaeT Sg3iTaaTss I Olsal ¢, S Uh € & AeIH §
ITEX T¥epTel ST &1

* Then the feedwater enters the boiler.

g% d1¢ HIsdTe aigeR H JaT T &

+ Splashing is an important physical phenomenon and understanding it is key to improving
many industrial processes.
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&ieT U Ageaqot siifas wfkar & 3R 58 wasen 3 sitqaifre afkanst @ gure & fav
HEAqUT &

* That way, they may even be able to eliminate splashing altogether.

$H o d B &1 g a¥g FATed 1 HT Fhel 2|

* A new study from researchers from China, Germany, Hong Kong, and Switzerland has
reported just this.

AN, STHAY, FETRIT 3 RacaRels & MURATHT SaRT AT IS 7§ TS 7 TE I ¢

* According to the group, splashing can be prevented altogether if a water drop falling on a
hard surface is electrically charged.

3 THE & AR, I AT R Telg IR TR arell areit i s r faggd &7 & mafird fhar
ST A Bie 1 T X F Vet 11 W1 T

* The findings were published in Physical Review Letters on April 1.

I forsany 1 3r8er S Physical Review Letters  epTIc gul

* The team’s experiment was simple. A syringe needle releases water drops to a glass
surface half to two feet below.

= Y T 91T T 2| e AR Y g W 3T @ &) e o) ) Fi Y weaw ) I P
IS TS|

» On the way, the droplet passes through a copper hoop.

T #, 96 9g Teh diel Y IS A oA |

» The hoop and the needle are connected in an electrical circuit.

7 39S 3R FS v Rigga wfbhe & 2 g €

* When the drop passes through the hoop, it becomes electrically charged.

SIS §g 3 IS A ISR 8, ol I faegd T § Arafla g) S 81|

* Video recordings revealed that when the charged drop hit the surface a lamella was formed
— but it didn’t lift.

dfif2ar ReifEar & gar =er fo Sia AR g Aee A Tohirs ot Teh dfdedT Sl — olfehed a8 T
Tl 37|

* The charges on the lamella pulled it towards the surface and kept it from spreading out.

AT 9T AlS[E AT A 3Y Hcg HT 3R Wiar 3R 3 e @ Ao |
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* In the end, the splash was much smaller.

ﬁaﬁ,iﬁaagaa’ltrml

» The researchers found that beyond a particular charge, created by tuning the electric field
inside the hoop, the drop made no splash at all.

QMEIRAT3TT o I o afe; 3TET & 3T gaifFes Hres F FARNTTT i 0 A ¥R & siferw
e S, ar g faeger off dier aidt S|

» They also found the effect only happens when the drop falls on an insulating surface.

3egiot Ig oY 91T foh TG T shalel T BIclT § 519 8¢ $PA T Helg W Rl &

* An electrically conducting surface would take away the charge, leaving the drop to make a
splash.

Ue fagge aTele Wag 1AL 1 gel &elt 8, orad §g o & &ier s e 2

* “Our results ... highlight the potential of controlling splashing by manipulating drop
charges,” the researchers wrote in their paper.

‘AR IR0 ... I8 32 § & 9 & smaer it Fafa e o« Fafa s« T e gy
QMETSHaT3iT & 379s) 9T & forar|
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Ensuring the safety of elephants

A recent case of poaching has sparked concerns about trade in wildlife products

|GS Paper IlI: Environment |

I STATE OF PLAY I

Rohan Premkumar
rohan.prem@thehindu.co.in

uring the 1990s and
l) early 2000s, the for-
est brigand, K. Vee-

rappan, who held sway over
the forests of Tamil Nadu and
Karnataka, was notorious for
poaching elephants for ivory.
While that is now a distant me-
mory for most people, the re-
cent poaching of an elephant
in Pennagaram taluk in Dhar-
mapuri district of Tamil Nadu
once again highlights how the
illegal, lucrative trade in wil-
dlife products continues to
pose an existential threat to
the safety of wild elephants.
On February 27, poachers
shot dead an elephant and
burnt the carcass in a bid to
destroy evidence. The inci-
dent sent shock waves
through the Forest Depart-
ment, which discovered the
carcass a few days later, and
among animal lovers. The De-
partment detained one of the
alleged poachers, G. Senthil. A
fortnight later, Senthil was
found dead in the forest with a
rifle on his remains. While offi-
cials have claimed that a hand-
cuffed Senthil assaulted the
forest staff and escaped, Sen-
thil’s family and activists have
raised suspicions that he
could have been the victim of
an “extrajudicial killing”.
Amid the outrage, the State
government transferred the
case to the Crime Branch-CID
for inquiry. Responding to a
petition from Senthil’s wife
seeking a probe by the Central
Bureau of Investigation, the
Madras High Court ordered a
second postmortem to be con-
ducted on the suspected
poacher’s remains to ascer-
tain the cause of his death.
The Forest Department

Tamil Nadu

claims that poaching no lon-
ger poses a serious threat to
the wild elephant population.
However, with the elephant
population supposedly on the
rebound, there is concern that
poaching groups could begin
operating frequently once
again in Tamil Nadu.

According to the Depart-
ment’s Elephant Death Audit
Framework, introduced to en-
sure transparency about the
cause of deaths of elephants,
poaching accounted for less
than 1% of all elephant deaths
recorded in the State since
2010. Poaching accounts for
7.5% of all “unnatural deaths”,
which include poisoning, and
train and road accidents. The
last elephant death that was
caused by poaching, reported
on the portal, was said to have
occurred in April 2024 in the
Sathyamangalam Tiger Re-
serve, located at the junction
of the Eastern and Western
Ghats.

While the government in-
sists that its conservation poli-
cies have bolstered the ele-
phant population and
successfully brought down
poaching cases over the last
two decades since Veerap-
pan’s killing, conservationists
are worried. A 2019 report by
the Wildlife Crime Control Bu-
reau highlighted oversights by
the top brass of the Forest De-
partment in the investigation
of elephant poaching cases in
a number of forest divisions
including Megamalai, Valpa-

rai, Nilgiris, Coimbatore, and
Theni. These include under-
reporting of cases and the ex-
clusion of buyers of ivory in
the list of accused persons.
Taking cognisance of the re-
port, the Madras High Courtin
2022 constituted a Special In-
vestigation Team to probe 19
cases of elephant poaching in
Tamil Nadu. In addition, a
2022 reply from the Ministry
of Environment, Forest, and
Climate Change, sought under
the Right to Information Act,
2005, stated that the elephant
population had  declined
sharply between 2012 and
2017 — from over 4,000 to less
than 2,800. In 2024, the go-
vernment reported that the
population had recovered to
over 3,000 elephants.

Over the last few years,
there have been concerns ov-
er the emergence of poaching
groups that are targeting wil-
dlife across the State, especial-
ly parts of the Nilgiris. There
have been confirmed instanc-
es of the poaching of tigers in
Tamil Nadu by groups from
north India. Some cases of le-
opard poaching remain un-
solved. The Forest Depart-
ment is also said to be aware
that inter-State poaching
gangs are operating within the
Nilgiris district, hunting wild
game meat, and is working
with counterparts in Kerala to
clampdown on these groups.

According to activists,
while poaching has drastically
reduced thanks to increased
surveillance by the Forest De-
partment, structural reforms
within the Department are
needed. They say these will
ensure transparency in the re-
porting of cases and better
training of field staff to carry
out thorough investigations to
ensure convictions, thereby
eliminating the need to use
force to elicit confessions from
accused persons.

Ensuring the safety of
elephants

gAY A FR&T FlAfaa FTar

- A recent case of poaching has
sparked concerns about trade in
wildlife products.

&Il &1 7 fAFR &1 T ATHT A
T W TG 3cUTE] & SITIR Y
AR Rarag T

* During the 1990s and early 2000s, forest
brigand K. Veerappan was notorious for
poaching elephants for ivory in Tamil Nadu
and Karnataka.

1990 F &2re 3T 2000 F 3T 8T 7 F.
dRee AfAereTg 3T Feileen & Sarell 7
BT & gra (3r2agd) & fov 3% ReR &
fore heear

* The recent poaching of an elephant in
Pennagaram taluk, Dharmapuri district
(Tamil Nadu), shows that the illegal trade in
wildlife products still threatens wild
elephants.

dffreraTg & eeiqdY fore & derererer arels A

gTel &) 3 U grefl & RIFR A gar gerar g &
FeISid 3caTGT 3T AT SATIR 3139 ofF STatelr
g1t o foIT Wy o1 g3 &l

* On February 27, poachers shot an elephant dead and burnt the carcass to destroy

evidence.

27 HYa{Y T RISRT o Teh greft &1 Mot § AR 311 3R T Aem & faw aa st 5rar =7

» The Forest Department discovered the carcass a few days later and detained one of the
alleged poachers, G. Senthil.

Fo 18 Tg at Fysmmar bt ora e 3R 3egier weh 3R IR Sft. dfrer a0t fewraa & foram|
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* A fortnight later, Senthil was found dead in the forest with a rifle on his remains.
&Y QY A1, AW STaTer 3 7T T I, 3R 3 I W AGHe A g3 |

« Officials claimed that a handcuffed Senthil assaulted the forest staff and escaped, but
Senthil’s family and activists suspect an extrajudicial Killing.

31Tt & grar fFaT i gysEl a9 A & g T & FAIRAT W g7 FT HET 6 Hifer
T, AAfehet TRAR R FRIFATIT T 665 ¢ & T5 Walf 7AoHs & Factt ¢

* The State government transferred the case to Crime Branch-CID and the Madras High
Court ordered a second postmortem.

TS TER o ATHCT HISH FTa-H3TES 1 Jr 3R 7ew 878 FIE 7 g@lt TReeaAeH STa & ST
feul

» The Forest Department claims poaching no longer seriously threatens wild elephants.

ot Ta8Imer &7 crar § 6 319 fA R Serelt a1fdat & forw a7efit warT =781 &1

* However, concerns are rising that with elephant populations rebounding, poaching groups may
become active again.

gretifer, foiar & for 1 i wear 9ea & ary Rrarl wog i @ afha g asha

* According to the Elephant Death Audit Framework, introduced to ensure transparency,
poaching accounted for less than 1% of all elephant deaths since 2010.

2010 ¥ 379 cToh o Tl Al & 3Hiehs axfiel arell " Telithe 397 33T borad & 37aR, RAFR 1% &
sft a1 Aldl & fov SR B

» Poaching accounts for 7.5% of all unnatural deaths, which also include poisoning and
accidents.

R &1 w3t s Al &1 7.59% REar e o €, et Fev & 3k gEeee enfaer £

* The last reported case of elephant poaching was in April 2024 at the Sathyamangalam Tiger
Reserve, located between the Eastern and Western Ghats.

g1l AR &7 3ifAA AT 3t 2024 A FegHera# erdR Rerd (qdf 3R afXas amct & da
W) # cor o I |

» The government claims its policies have helped boost the elephant population and reduce
poaching since Veerappan’s killing.

TIHR FT FgeTT ¢ o dReqeT Y T & a1¢ T 37T Afat o g1t f e g 31 RNFR F9
A H A Hr |
* A 2019 report by the Wildlife Crime Control Bureau pointed out lapses in the Forest

Department’s handling of poaching cases in regions like Megamalai, Valparai, Nilgiris,
Coimbatore, and Theni.
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# geT fIHTT Y ATIRATET T 3SR T

* These included underreporting cases and excluding ivory buyers from the list of accused.
sae AT Y Fa Raiféer 3R gia wdieet are # iRt A ¥ F a3 @ 9T w5 TS
o

» Taking note of this, the Madras High Court in 2022 formed a Special Investigation Team
(SIT) to investigate 19 elephant poaching cases in Tamil Nadu.

HAETH &8 HIE o 2022 H 38 I HA o §U 19 greft fRIR AT S ST & forw Ly st g
(SIT) a1faa forar)

* A 2022 RTI reply by the Ministry of Environment, Forest, and Climate Change stated that
the elephant population dropped from over 4,000 (2012) to less than 2,800 (2017).

2022 H FEAT & AFAFR (RTI) & dg TATER0T, T 3R Serarg IRl FHATAT T SAADRT
3TTER gAY T HEAT 2012 # 4,000 F TEHT 2017 # 2,800 ¥ 8ft Fa7 g1 715 1|

* In 2024, the government reported the population had recovered to over 3,000 elephants.

2024 &, TXFR 1 el T g1t &) §&ar 3,000 ¥ 310+ & 7 &

» Concerns remain about emerging poaching groups, especially in parts of Nilgiris.

Aoy & 3 R &9 & 33 R Waggh Y A el o g 21

» There have been confirmed tiger poaching cases by groups from North India and unsolved
leopard poaching cases.

3O R & 3T THE! ZaRT are RIFR & #Aravel i Ive g5 § 3R dqu & RFR & 3 Arer sl
o 3reTgersy 8

* Inter-State poaching gangs are active in Nilgiris, hunting wild meat, and the Forest
Department is collaborating with Kerala officials.

Arafd Grer 7 IR-T=T ReR R afera § S sterely 71T 1 IR X ® §, 3R g fasmer
Tl & AT & T AT FRaTS T ET 8

* Activists say that despite reduced poaching due to increased surveillance, structural reforms
and better training are needed in the Forest Department.

RT3 T gt & o SATGT FATRIA o el TSR & AT 317S §, olfehet FAITeHF FUR 3R
T TAHTT & g wiRIeTor Sl 8

» These changes would ensure transparency, improve investigation quality, and eliminate the
need for forceful confessions.

3 e olTd IRE YT, S Y J0TaaT SeIver T STaveEd! Faelard sl ST I TcH |
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Will aviation disputes be easier to resolve?

What does the Protection of Interests in Aircraft Objects Bill, 2025 entail? What is the Cape Town Convention and Protocol? Will the Bill make it easier for lessors
(o repossess aircraft? What has been the response from the leasing industry?

[(_SS Paper llI: Aviation Sector ]

EXPLAINER

agriti Chandra

The story so far:
arliament last week passed the
Protection of Intere:
Aircraft Objects Bill,
proposed legislation
establishes a legal framework to resolve
disputes between airlines and lessors over
high-value aviation assets, such as aircraft,
helicopters, and engines. The legislation
aims to align India’s aviation laws with
international standards, in order to boost
investor confidence amid rapid fleet
expansion by IndiGo and Air India. Once
enacted, the law will streamline
processes, allowing lessors to repossess
aircraft for unpaid dues, avoiding lengthy
court proceedings like those seen with
GoFirst’s 2023 shutdown. However, the
industry remains worried over the lack of
ease of doing business as well as
complicated tax laws in the country.

n
2025. The

What is the Bill and what are is its
provisions?

The Bill implements the Cape Town
Convention and Protocol, which is an
international treaty adopted by the
United Nations aviation watchdog, the
International Civil Aviation Organization
(ICAO), in 2001 and signed by India in
2008 following a Cabinet approval. The
Cape Town Convention and Protocol
standardises transactions involving
aviation assets such as aircraft and
engines, and provides remedies for
creditors in cases of financial default by
airlines towards the lessors they rent
aircraft from.

Speaking in the Rajya Sabha, the
Minister for Civil Aviation Ram Mohan
Naidu said that the Bill will “provide a
significant boost to the leasing industry,
which is the need of the hour.” This he
said would be made possible by providing
much needed legal clarity, while referring
to past disputes such as those involving
SpiceJet and the now defunct GoFirst,
where the absence of a uniform
legislation often led to challenges in
interpreting the Cape Town Convention
and Protocol by courts. It also led to
difficulties for lessors in re-possessing
their assets rented to airlines. The
Minister also said that airline:
informed him that such a legislation could
bring down leasing costs by 8-10%, which
he claimed would offer a trickle-down
advantage for passengers through lower
airfares. The Minister said that the Bill has
the potential to promote domestic leasing
in the Gujarat International Finance
‘Tec-City (GIFT) City in Ahmedabad.

The Bill designates the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) as the
Registry Authority for the purposes of the
Convention. Such an authority is
responsible for the registration and
de-registration of aircraft. The Bill also
empowers the DGCA to issue directions to
implement the Convention. It lays down
the obligations of debtors, such as
airlines, which include submitting a
record of dues to the DGCA. It also
defines remedies available in case of a
default in payment that includes the right
to take back possession of the asset within
a period of two calendar months or a
mutually agreed upon period, whichever
is earlier. The Bill will also have an
overriding effect, which means that if
there is any inconsistency between the
Bill and any other law, the provisions of
the Bill will prevail.

‘Why has the Bill been introduced?
The Bill was introduced to address

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road,

Complex legalities: An abandoned Kingfisher Airlines aircraft rests near ige City,

long-standing challenges in India’s
aviation sector, particularly the legal
uncertainties faced by international
lessors and creditors.

The necessity of such a law was
witnessed at the time of the closure of
Kingfisher Airlines and GoFirst as well as
in disputes involving SpiceJet. Despite
India’s accession to the Cape Town
Convention in 2008, the lack of
implementing legislation meant that
domestic laws, such as the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code (IBC), often conflicted
with international standards. This led to
difficulties in repossessing aircraft during
airline insolvencies, as seen in the case of
GoFirst (2023). These inconsistencies
increased risks for lessors and lowered
India’s compliance score on the Aviation
Working Group's (AWG) Cape Town
Convention Index (previously at 50, now
improved to 62, with a target of 90).

The Bill aims to resolve these issues by
providing legal clarity, aligning India with
global norms, and reducing the financial
burden on airlines.

For instance, during the shutdown of
GoFirst, which sought voluntary
insolvency before the National Company
Law Tribunal (NCLT) in May 2023, the
court granted the airline protection under
moratorium from adverse actions by
lessors, lenders, airports and oil

companies. This prevented the lessors
from de-registering their aircraft and
removing the planes from India within
the permissible five-day period.

Later, they also faced challenges with
respect to accessing aircraft for carrying
out maintenance to ensure airworthiness,
and also found themselves repaying
exorbitant dues owed by the airline to
airport operators for expenses incurred
on counter and office space, ground and
cargo handling apart from aircraft parking
costs.

How has the decision been received
by the leasing industry?
‘The Bill has been broadly welcomed by
the industry as far as disputes and
concerns over ability to repossess aircraft
go, though some say it is like “closing the
stable door after the horse has bolted,”
referring to the challenges posed by
GoFirst, Spiceet and Kingfisher Airways.
Executives in the international leasing
industry explain that the claims promoted
of reduced leasing costs as a result of the
proposed law are not entirely true as the
creditworthiness of an airline, its
financials and volume of orders are the
real driving factors, especially for airlines
like Air India and IndiGo, as the industry
is bullish about their growth prospects.
However, smaller airlines and start-ups
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efit through a 10% rebate in
interest rates offered by the EXIM bank
for financing of aircraft leasing.

Similarly, airline executives state that
claims of a likely respite in airfares are
exaggerated as ticket prices are driven by
market forces of demand and supply for
air travel, and that costs incurred by
airlines don’t drive the fares.

However, the Bill will lower the risk of
doing future business in India, which will
impact an airline’s net income.

But the industry is worried about
India’s complicated taxation regime.
Many lessors of a large airline have been
speaking in hushed tones about IT notices
being slapped on them for operating
through Special Purpose Vehicles (SPVs)
to lease airplanes as they are not allowed
to have a permanent establishment in
India.

The industry feels the government is
arm-twisting international lessors to set
up a local arm at GIFT City, Gandhinagar,
where the government aims to create its
own ecosystem for domestic leasing.

An executive from a major leasing
company, speaking anonymously,
described the Indian taxation regime as
“whimsical, suspicious, and inconsistent,”
citing these issues as key reasons for the
lukewarm response from the leasing
industry to GIFT City.

THE GIST

v

Parliament last week passed
the Protection of Interests in
Aircraft Objects Bill, 2025. The
proposed legislation
establishes 2 legal framework
to resolve disputes between
airlines and lessors over
high-value aviation assets,
such as aircraft, helicopters,
and engines.

v

The Bill was introduced to
address long-standing
challenges in India’s aviation
sector, particularly the legal
uncertainties faced by
international lessors and
creditors.

v

Executives in the international
leasing industry explain that
the claims promoted of
reduced leasing costs as a
result of the proposed law are
not entirely true as the
creditworthiness of an airline,
its financials and volume of
orders are the real driving
factors, especially for airlines.
like Air India and IndiGo.
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Will aviation disputes be easier to resolve?
F4T fAATA fAa1EY T TATUTA HIAT AT g9

- Parliament last week passed the Protection of Interests in Aircraft
Objects Bill, 2025.

- TG o Ao woam vawwe dfestacy # fyal i yeam Rdwss, 2025
ik i

» The proposed legislation establishes a legal framework to resolve disputes between airlines
and lessors over high-value aviation assets like aircraft, helicopters, and engines.

- gEdfad fa8Tes vaRemssl 3R ot & &I faan, gfawicey, 3R goe ol 3ea Aeg T
s Fafrat oX Rare & FameneT & T v S grar Tnia e |

* It aims to align India’s aviation laws with international standards to boost investor
confidence amid rapid fleet expansion by IndiGo and Air India.

* TG N o [IHTAA SHlefeil T ARSI ATeTh] & TR Selle] I & [T § e i3 AR
TR Ef39T @1 3o A 81 R 42 & RATar & g Aausi &1 fearw sorm s |

» Once enacted, the law will streamline processes, allowing lessors to repossess aircraft for
unpaid dues without lengthy court proceedings like those during GoFirst’s 2023 shutdown.

 TaErreh AL BleT o TG TE TTshAT3HT T TYel ST 3N IMIgel & 2023 & &5 Si¥ od AT Ah
HIA & T GT THIAT ST o §ed T o1 1 AT IoF: FToet Het T 31e7AS |

* However, the industry remains concerned over the lack of ease of doing business and
complicated tax laws in India.

« gTeTiR, 3T A 319 8 (R H FRITR FI 7 AT Y FA 3N FReT FT FegAt 1 e R
Tl gS ol

What is the Bill and what are its provisions?

e Fa7 § 3% s9F wraene +4r 87

» The Bill implements the Cape Town Convention and Protocol, an international treaty
adopted by the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAQO) in 2001 and signed by India
in 2008.

- I8 T HY T3 FeareT 3 NPT I 9] FAT 8, SN HANET ARTRS 335qA HNST
(ICAQ) E@RT 2001 # =TT ITAT Ueh RIS Wi § 3R 8 HRa 71 2008 # gearatRd o

» The Convention standardises transactions involving aviation assets like aircraft and engines,
and provides remedies to creditors in case of financial default by airlines.
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- 75 ity RAaATeT 3N goret St faaTeTet AUl @ ST ofel-3of &l ATeTehiehd il & 3R TaTarg=it
ean faerar Rwiee & el 7 Foreransit 1 @amere vereT i g1

» Speaking in the Rajya Sabha, Civil Aviation Minister Ram Mohan Naidu said the Bill would
“provide a significant boost to the leasing industry, which is the need of the hour.”

* TEFHHT H Sield U, ANTRSE IZ8T H:AY TH ANgeT ATAg = el o g [a07h hfSiar seghr
AFcaqUT TGTAT 3T, ST TAATST FHT HY HTRITFAT & |

* He added that it provides legal clarity, citing past disputes like SpiceJet and GoFirst, where
the lack of uniform law made interpretation of the Convention difficult for courts.

* 3ogial el foh Ig TALTR HIefell TISET el YT 8, 3R FAPHIE TUT MGEE 51 Wia [Faret
T gaTelT &2, STET Teh HAT hiefel I AT H HeTerail o forw fer Y caredr e fiRene g
T 2T |

* Lessors faced difficulty in repossessing their assets rented to airlines.

» TSl HI FHIT R T 1T faaTeier Fufe 1 araw e # shordt i Fioams g5

« Airlines told the Minister that such legislation could reduce leasing costs by 8-10%, which
may lead to lower airfares for passengers.

» TS o HAAT sl FATAT o QAT Shlefet SNFSTeT ST 1 8-10% cfeh BT Hehell &, forerds AT &
forT garé fFT & 8 Iohd 2

» The Minister also said the Bill can promote domestic leasing in GIFT City, Ahmedabad.

« HA o Ig oY et T Tg Tadaes rgAamae & GIFT fé # ey SNfSier &1 grar & Aharr B

What are the roles and powers defined in the Bill?
fardre #F afenfa sifaree sitv afdraat #ar 82

» The Bill designates the Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) as the Registry
Authority under the Convention.

- 0T AR 3337 FEIfAQATAT (DGCA) HY $H HIE & Tgc YoiHor WIfAFOT fgerd hiar
gl

* This authority will manage registration and de-registration of aircraft.

* Ig VITEIHIOT TIHATST ohT GoihToT 3 TSfIaor Tag et 1 R |

* The Bill also empowers the DGCA to issue directions to implement the Convention.

- 75 a9 DGCA T HfEtr 1 ame] &t & forw forder Sy &t oy arfdar sfr S &1
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* It defines obligations of debtors (airlines), like submitting records of dues to DGCA.

« I FOTHATHT (TIATSaT) T TSFAeIRar off FeiRa aar &, S o orar R#1E s DGCA &Y
|

* In case of payment default, remedies include the right to take back possession of the asset
within two calendar months or a mutually agreed period, whichever is earlier.

- SpITaTeT f3Tee &1 FRufa & gamurs & g iR enffier ¥ 1% at st At a1 o weafa &
T WA (ST T gY) F Hrax Gy &1 qeF: wrea B S W B

* The Bill has an overriding effect, meaning if it conflicts with any other law, the provisions of
this Bill will prevail.

- 3 [A8Th 1 IHE W G191, oAl TN ST fehdll 3o hlolet & T Biell 6, af 39 fAdaF
& YITHTAT P ITATAFAT &7 ST |

Why has the Bill been introduced?
99 w3t ar AT §2

» The Bill was introduced to address long-standing challenges in India’s aviation sector,
particularly the legal uncertainties faced by international lessors and creditors.

- g TAUeh HIA o TaHTeTeT 879 3 ofd THT F Tl 317 @7 Fotferd, [y &7 & sy effort
3R Foreransit arT SVl ST @Y FiegEA IfARaaanst Fr gy FA F forw e )

* The necessity of such a law was witnessed at the time of the closure of Kingfisher Airlines
and GoFirst as well as in disputes involving SpiceJet.

* 3T TR & HlsfeT T HTAITHAT PRI TITATSH 3R IMEEE & 95 et & THAT JUT FTABHACT
¥ 37 faamer # ¢ 18|

* Despite India’s accession to the Cape Town Convention in 2008, the lack of implementing
legislation meant that domestic laws like the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) often
conflicted with international standards.

« X G@RT 2008 H HY T3 Fodelel H AMA g1 & T[S, FIATTATT FlefeT PT HHY & HROT
faforamast 3ix farforar afear (1BC) S sRe] Fielet 3R ARSI AHI § Tadd I

* This led to difficulties in repossessing aircraft during airline insolvencies, as seen in the
case of GoFirst (2023).

* ST TROTH g §HT o Tt Eanforamdst & gReT s I mmﬁﬁmgé, ST
for MHEE (2023) F AT F @ 47|
* These inconsistencies increased risks for lessors and lowered India’s compliance score on

the Aviation Working Group’s (AWG) Cape Town Convention Index (previously at 50, now
improved to 62, with a target of 90).
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- 51 fagaTiorat & oo & fore A& w1 fow 3R oa & wiwers afdar 9 (AWG) & F9 eEa
Feaee $3FH W AT FHR 1 €T AT (T84 50, 319 62, F&7 90) |

* The Bill aims to resolve these issues by providing legal clarity, aligning India with global
norms, and reducing the financial burden on airlines.

« Ig TAOTF FTefeil TISCAT YeTol leh, HRA T ARGF AT & TR FeArehy AN TS 9
T aYer A e 37 HEAT3IT Y gl T 18T &

* For instance, during the shutdown of GoFirst, which sought voluntary insolvency before the
National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) in May 2023, the court granted the airline protection
under moratorium from adverse actions by lessors, lenders, airports and oil companies.

« 3TEY0T & fAT, MEEE A AF 2023 7 AET FYA FefeT +AAMAFIOT (NCLT) H Fafess
fearferaraeT T et g 1, IR —ArETET & e F ARTARIH & TEd T vl &, fFad
ST, FUTETAT3AT, §aT$3733T 31X doT Uil ST HIars & Ud el

* This prevented the lessors from de-registering their aircraft and removing the planes from
India within the permissible five-day period.

- SHY oNord 39 fAATAT T Gofteor Teg Fe 3R are et iy freife srafer & omva & faam=
gclel ¥ afd I8 17|

« Later, they also faced challenges with respect to accessing aircraft for maintenance, and
had to repay exorbitant dues owed by the airline to airport operators for counter and office
space, ground and cargo handling, and aircraft parking costs.

-mﬁﬁ%#w#%c@mﬁﬁﬁg%gémmmmm
TR A F1FeT 3R FEATET T, A133 31T w1t T gur A oiféer areral & fow gewrr
AT ST T TS|

How has the decision been received by the leasing industry?

ST 3@ & 30 fAvia ) F& Fhar g2

*» The Bill has been broadly welcomed by the industry as far as disputes and concerns over
ability to repossess aircraft go.

» 3T SR 4 [qIeh o1 SATIF FARTC [ohaT ITT &, WA FAATET YaT: YTeed Fa Y &TH AT 3R
faarel & gaTee & Fe3T H|

» Though some say it is like “closing the stable door after the horse has bolted,” referring to
challenges posed by GoFirst, SpiceJet, and Kingfisher Airways.

» GTeliTeh T T el ¢ o Tg "HIST HIT ST F TG ITEATA T GIETSlT 96 HIT ST 8, S MHEE,
FarsHeie, N fRharfheR waRasT qarT 3cuee Ieifaat 1 3T SART T B
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 Executives in the international leasing industry explain that the claims of reduced leasing
costs as a result of the proposed law are not entirely true.

* IARTSERT AT 3GANT & ATARINIT 7 FgatT & fob TEATTAT Tt F HROT AT aArerer #
F#1 & 21 70 e TE A6 ¢ |

» They say that the creditworthiness of an airline, its financials and volume of orders are
the real driving factors, especially for airlines like Air India and IndiGo.

« 3oTehT ohgeTT & Toh fondly TaanTssT T Ffde ear, 3Tehr fadr fRufa 31k 3i1ET iy AT & 33
FRE gl &, W TAT 3T 317 3f3a Sy weRegat & faw|

* However, smaller airlines and start-ups may benefit through a 10% rebate in interest rates
offered by the EXIM bank for financing of aircraft leasing.

« ETcTifeh, BIEY TATATST 3R FETENTH I EXIM d gar faaamet fifSier & famaior ¥ 10% #r ge
T e e Fehar g

« Similarly, airline executives state that claims of a likely respite in airfares are exaggerated as
ticket prices are driven by market forces of demand and supply, not airline costs.

« 3T g, TS TRAFIRAT 7 g § T gars fFaw & Fenfad Wed & g1 T81-9eT T aaTv
ST 3¢ &, Frifer gars fearel #r dhreret aArer v amqfet S aomR afFaat w AR w8, 7

IR AATST I ST IX |

» However, the Bill will lower the risk of doing future business in India, which will impact an
airline’s net income.

- gleliTeh, T fadaeh AT & HiaST H AR FI F A B F7 F, 5760 TIReATgal T Fel
T R THG G317

* But the industry is worried about India’s complicated taxation regime.

+ AifSheT 3EANT FF HRA & AT HT STTEAT FHT ol AT &

* Many lessors of a large airline have been quietly complaining about IT notices being slapped
on them for operating through Special Purpose Vehicles (SPVs), as they are not allowed to
have a permanent establishment in India.

* Ueh 931 TIAISeT & 3 ol Iary Ig RIrId a3 1 8 o T Tl 99T glhed (SPVs) &
SR 1 X @ B, Aferet 3¢ R 7 Tl wfarsarer @ & st gt 8, 3 37 o amsd
afew AT ST R &

* The industry feels the government is arm-twisting international lessors to set up a local arm

at GIFT City, Gandhinagar, where the government aims to create its own ecosystem for
domestic leasing.
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* 39T I AT § o TR HAWTSERT Ao W garg a1 W@ 8 o F aefierer & GIFT Ry
TATART QAT @iel, TET TXHR TR, ST & AT 911 3R RAFeH T Tl ¢

* An executive from a major leasing company, speaking anonymously, described the Indian
taxation regime as “whimsical, suspicious, and inconsistent,” citing these as key reasons
for the lukewarm response to GIFT City.

* T TE oNToidT &Uell o Teh AT o IHAATH T § HRA 6 FT SqqEqT &1 "Aaatst, @feaer
31 T T 3R 3% GIFT RA&Y & it g T@ & FTF HROT T

RBI plans market-based route
to securitise bad bank assets

|GS Paper lll: Bad Banks |

Ashokamithran T.
MUMBAI

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has proposed to in-
troduce securitisation of
stressed assets via market
mechanism to ease the
burden of stressed assets
on the lenders.

The policy will enable
lenders with stressed as-
sets to bundle into tradea-
ble securities to share the
risk of Non-Performing As-
sets (NPAs).

“Itis proposed to enable
securitisation of stressed
assets through market-
based mechanism. This is
in addition to the existing
ARC (Asset Reconstruction
Company) route under the
Securitisation and Recon-
struction of Financial As-
sets and Enforcement of
Security Interest (SARFAE-

Breathing easy: The draft is aimed at reducing the burden of
non-performing assets on the lenders. REUTERS

SI) Act, 2002,” RBI Gover-
nor Sanjay Malhotra said.
The securitisation pro-
cess will be performed by a
resolution manager (RM)
who will be appointed by a
special purpose entity
(SPE), the RBI proposed in
a draft. The banking regu-
lator also proposed valua-
tion methods, capital re-
quirements for investors,

disclosures to be made,
among others, in the draft
document. The securitised
asset can be sold to an SPE
only for cash.

The RBI also proposed
re-securitisation, synthetic
securitisation, farm credit,
education loan , fraudulent
account and wilful default,
among others, will not be
eligible for securitisation.

RBI plans market-based
route to securitise bad
bank assets

HEIME HY WIT dF
Fuforal & AFgReEATT F
foT aeR 3R Asrer

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has proposed to
introduce securitisation of
stressed assets via market
mechanism to ease the
burden of stressed assets on
the lenders.

AR Rora da M) &
HUTETATHT I dATGIEd A9farar
¥ 95T B FA 6 F AT IR
aF F ATEIH @ dAEaEd
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e The policy will enable lenders with stressed assets to bundle into tradeable securities
to share the risk of Non-Performing Assets (NPAS).
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o “Itis proposed to enable securitisation of stressed assets through market-based
mechanism. This is in addition to the existing ARC (Asset Reconstruction Company)
route under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Security Interest (SARFAESI) Act, 2002,” RBI Governor Sanjay
Malhotra said.
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e The securitisation process will be performed by a Resolution Manager (RM) who will be
appointed by a Special Purpose Entity (SPE), the RBI proposed in a draft.
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e The banking regulator also proposed valuation methods, capital requirements for
investors, disclosures to be made, among others, in the draft document.
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e The securitised asset can be sold to an SPE only for cash.
YFGRETSST T IS HUTA T el 7He & Tao A THNS FT a7 ST Fhell 31

o The RBI also proposed re-securitisation, synthetic securitisation, farm credit,
education loan, fraudulent account and wilful default, among others, will not be
eligible for securitisation.
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RBI mulls to expand,
boost co-lending

GS Paper lll: Banking System

Ashokamithran T.
MUMBAI

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) proposed a draft fra-
mework for co-lending ar-
rangements between all
regulated entities, as the
current regulation deals
only with co-lending bet-
ween banks and non-bank-
ing financial companies.
“The extant guidelines
on co-lending are present-
ly applicable only to arran-
gements between banks
and NBFCs. Moreover, they
are restricted to priority
sector loans. To exploit the
huge potential of such
lending arrangements, it is
proposed to extend them
to all regulated entities and
to all loans - priority sector
or otherwise,” said RBI Go-

vernor Sanjay Mahotra as
part of additional regulato-
ry steps on Wednesday.

Co-lending  Arrange-
ment (CLA) involves two fi-
nancial institutions eligible
under RBI directions, issu-
ing loans based on a pre-
determined proportion of
lending. Banks that co-lend
to priority sector can claim
priority sector status.

The guidelines will now
be applicable for all com-
mercial banks, NBFCs and
will exclude RRBs, SFBs
and Local Area Banks. The
RBI proposed the credit
policy of the banks that
take part in co-lending
must disclose the targeted
customer segment, terms
and conditions of loan and
internal limit on borrower
portfolio, among others.

RBI mulls to
expand, boost co-
lending
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e The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) proposed a draft
framework for co-lending
arrangements between all
regulated entities, as the
current regulation deals only
with co-lending between banks
and non-banking financial
companies (NBFCs).
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¢ “The extant guidelines on co-
lending are presently applicable
only to arrangements between
banks and NBFCs. Moreover,
they are restricted to priority
sector loans. To exploit the
huge potential of such lending
arrangements, it is proposed to
extend them to all regulated

entities and to all loans — priority sector or otherwise,” said RBl Governor Sanjay
Malhotra as part of additional regulatory steps on Wednesday.

RIS IR HrT AT of FEAR 1 HfARered e 3ural & dge Far, “adale &
TE-FHOT IX FEMTAG dHhael dapt 3T Tdiewd! & Jra cqaeT W o6 & | S8 3elmdr, I
$aol WTATAFAT 83T RO I DAT &1 39 RE T FOT STTTAT ¥ Y FHIGAT3T T 19T

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page88

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

©

!
Pathshala

CONTACT: 9971932488

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

33T & forv, 3¢ wsft Rfaa@a gwamsit 31k aoft yr & #ol - yraf@ear g a3 @

oIT3] el T SETd g7

Co-lending Arrangement (CLA) involves two financial institutions eligible under RBI
directions, issuing loans based on a predetermined proportion of lending.

HE-FUT STGEAT (CLA) H 3RS & el & 3ideTa arF & iy deame enfae g &,
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Banks that co-lend to priority sector can claim priority sector status.
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The guidelines will now be applicable for all commercial banks, NBFCs and will
exclude RRBs, SFBs and Local Area Banks.
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The RBI proposed the credit policy of the banks that take part in co-lending must
disclose the targeted customer segment, terms and conditions of loan, and internal
limit on borrower portfolio, among others.
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