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The peculiar political position
of chieftains of the Dangs

In south Gujarat’s hilly forests of the Dang district, erstwhile kings and their kinspeople continue to try to negotiate for privileges and respect within the Indian Union.
Alongside, the BIPs carefully constructed rhetoric around tribal identity resonates with the Bhils, finds Abhinay Lakshman

ust outside of Ahwa town, in the centre of

the Dang district, 37-year-old Kiransinh

Panwar steps out of his home. It's a

ground floor house with a tin shed on its
terrace, between a tyre shop and a construction
site, off the Ahwa main road. Dressed in a crisp
white shirt and dark grey trousers, he sits on a
plastic chair on his porch. His white SUV is parked
beside him, sporting a board on the windshield.
‘King of mng. Gadhvi State’, it declares, an em-
blem of a man drawing his bow and aiming his ar-
row on each side of the titular assertion.

About 15 kilometres north, deep inside the
Dangs forests in Gadhvi village, Gulsinhbhai Ul-
lashbhai Panwar, 75, also sits on a porch, but of an
under-construction house, his back to its bare ce-
ment walls. He wears a polycot checked shirt,
with a pen tucked into his breast pocket. Another
SUV is parked there with the same emblem. It's a
house that Kiransinh has been building for the last
five-odd years.

Gulsinhbhai is one of Gadhvi's naiks, a heredi-
tary title accorded to leaders of small groups of vil-
lages of the ersiwhile kingdoms of the Dangs. He
puts on his spectacles and, with a heavy sigh, be-
gins, “Our forefathers protected these forests
from invaders for centuries. They were tricked.”
Gulsinhbhai asserts that after India got Indepen-
dence, the tribal kings were co-opted into the Un-
ion without their consent, the forest lands they
ruled over we:ebakenawayhummeln.andapal—

sum was given yearly.

Over the years, the rulers of the Dangs have
questioned various aspects: the amount of com-
pensation, the unilateral settlement, and the dis-
respectful way in which they say they were treat-
ed. While the Instrument of Accession for other
rulers addressed them as “His Highness”, the
Dangs rul a government resolution, were
called “illiterate” and people unaware of their “fi-
nancial obligations”, who were “likely to squan-
der the whole amount [of monetary compensa-
tion] in no time”. While the other rulers were
“guaranteed” their “titles, rights to succession,
and privileges”, the government resolution for the
Dangs rulers was meant to “settle their status,
rights, and privileges™.

0ld wounds
The five Bhil Adivasi chieftains of the Dangs, of
whom Kiransinh is one, spend most of their time
in the villages that were once their kingdoms,
deep inside Dang’s forests, where electricity is er-
ratic, water for drinking and irrigation is a pro-
blem for half the year, and pitch roads are still
reaching. The erstwhile kingdoms are today the
villages of Gadhvi; Pimpri, where Trimakrac Pan-
war is the chieftain; Daher, where Tapat Rao Pan-
Vi the head; Lis where Chatrasinh Surya-
vanshi is in charge; and Vasurana, where
Dhanrajsinh Suryavanshi is in command. Here,
their forefathers ruled over 1,683.5 sq km of forest-
«ed hills full of teak trees. Now, the villages are run
by panchayats.

Every year, a three-day festival called the Dang
Darbar is held just before Holi. Here, the chief-
tains arrive in chariots and the district admi
tion gives them the honour of kings. Kiransinh
says of the Dang Darbar, “We have been reduced
to being treated like kings for just a day once a
year, because we are Adivasi, and our forefathers
could not read and write,”

At the Darbar, the Gujarai government,
through the Governor, ceremonially hands over
the political pensions. This is “a permanent pay-
ment in lieu of the rights and privileges of the
Dangs’ chiefs, naiks and their relatives”, as de-

ee

How were
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forefathers
fferent
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property
DHANRAJSINH
SURYAVA!
Erstwhile kis

Vasurana vllage,
Dang district

scribed in government documents. At the Darbar
this year, the final instalment for the 2024-25 pay
ment was made to the tribal leaders, bringing the
total payout for the year to 214.73 lakh, to be split
among the five chieftains.

The region was merged with the Bombay Presi-
dency through an order of the then Governor-
General, Lord Mountbatten, in January 1948, In
1954, the Government of Bombay (the political en-
tity that governed the Bombay Presidency, which
subsequently evolved into the State of Bombay
that was, in 1960, restructured into the States of
Maharashtra and Gujarat), under then Chief Mi-
nister Morarji Desai, decided that the forest, of
which the Bhils of Dang claimed ownership and
collected rent from, was the property of the State.
“What mppened to the Dangs is a betrayal,” says

Until 1971, rulers of erstwhile princely States
were given yearly payments. Al the time of acces-
sion to the Indian Union, they had been given the
assurance of all their private property. [n 1949, the
Gaekwad of Baroda, which the closest king-
dom to Dang, took home ¥26.5 lakh. However, in
1954, the tribal rulers of the Dangs got about ¥1.22
lakh to be split among the chieftains and their re-
latives, comprising 700-0dd people at the time.
The government, in an order, said, “The Collector
of Dang should call the principal Chiefs and tell
them what the Government has decided to do.”

At the Dang Darbar this year, Dhanrajsinh rose
to address the crowd: “We are citizens of the Go-
vernment of India, and we fully respect the Con-
stitution. But for the sacrifices of our forefathers
and our rights, we are ready to take the British to
human rights bodies, if need be.” For the past twa
years, the Governor has not been physically pre-
sent, he says.

Rights and privileges

In the past, the Bhils have taken the government
to court over the Indian government’s “unilateral”
decision to co-opt them into the Indian state, but
the courts ruled it to be “in public interest”. The
efforts to organise legally were spearheaded by
Shramik Vikas Sansthan, founded by veteran Con-
gress leader and former Gujarat Minister Sanat
Mehta.

Since Gujarat was carved out as a separate
State, Dang district has voted for the Congress,
with the BJP getting the seat twice in a row only af-
ter Narendra Modi became the Prime Minister.

In the last five years, the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), the ruling political party at the Centre and
in Gujarat, has strategised to woo India’s Sche-

Dhanrajsinh Suryavanshi (right) with Kiransinh Panwar (second from right) in
Dang district, Gujarat. VLAY SONEI

duled Tribe voters. As a first step, they are build-
ing a narrative of tribal identity by employing the
. The

Officials in the Dang-Ahwa Collectorate say that
while the heirs of the erstwhile kings, naiks, bhau

histories of Adivasi resistance
BJP situates Adivasis as an inseparable part of
“Bharatiya sabhyata and sanskriti (Indian civilisa-
tion and culture)”, by push stories of their re-
bellions as resistance to British and Muslim invad-
ers, though the movements were against
oppression of different kinds, including against
caste.

The Dang district, whose southern boundary
marks the border between Gujarat and Maharash-
tra, is a region that oral histories claim was once
part of Dandak , the forests ioned in
Hindu epic Ramayana. Here, Lord Ram, his wife
Sita, and brother Lakshman are believed to have
visited during their exile.

In 1947, just as the British were packing up in In-
dia, those in power took the position that Dang
should be independent. The then Union Home Mi-
nister, Sardar Patel, promised that the budget and
development of the Dangs would be treated sepa-
rately from the Bombay Presidency.

At the Dang Darbar, Dhanrajsinh said, “Baro-
da's Gaekwads paid us to protect them from invad-
ers. We resisted the British, who were forced to re-
‘cognise our sovereignty and execute a lease with
us for the use of our forests in 1842. As 0f 1893, the
British paid us 17,878 per annum in rent, which
«comes to over ¥.07 crore in today’s times. We
don’t even get 10% of that money today.”

In 1842, the Collector of Maharashtra’s Khan-
desh region executed the forest lease that Dhanraj-
sinh spoke about at the Dang Darbar. However, by
1878, the Bri n administering the district,
putting it in a “peculiar political position”, given
that it was dealt with as a “foreign territory” under
the Foreign Jurisdiction (India) Order.

The origins of the 1954 resolution lay in a letter
written to the Government of Bombay by the Col-
lector of Dang in January 1950, which referred to
their forest ownership. In the letter, the then Col-
lector, K-T. Satarawala, wrote, “As long as the pre-
sent loose system is continued, | see the very real
danger of mistaken ideas about possession of
land, etc. entering the minds of the Chiefs. It may,
some future date, be made to appear to them that
all the lands in Dang belong to them because the
government collects the revenue for these lands
on their behalf”

Forests of the past and present
A month has passed since Dhanrajsinh’s address
at the Dang Darbar, during which he had said
they'd launch a protest in April if the government
did not “decide on their rights” to the forest, their
rights of succession, and higher compensation.
Now, the thick teak forests are golden brown,
leaves barely hanging on to their branches. The
temperature has started to soar. It is the day be-
fore Ram Navami and, from the district headquar-
ters of Ahwa to deep into Dang’s forests, the high-
‘ways are lined with flags of the BIP. There is no
visible sign of agitation on the streets of Ahwa.
Under the banyan tree, outside his govern-
ment-provided house, Dhanrajsinh says, “How
‘were our forefathers any different from the over
500 kings that were offered Instruments of Acces-
sion to sign? Like the other kings and queens, why
were we not allowed to retain ownership of our
forests? That was our property. We were not even
consulted for the settlement of our political
rights.” Gulsinhbhai complains, “Today, we are
not allowed to use anything apart from our agri-
cultural lands. We have no access to the forests,
whereas v.mperanvc societies are being permitted
to cut down trees.

bands (broth 'ms) had been given owner-
ship of large swathes of agricultural land in the dis-
trict in the 1970s, they do not have free access to
the forests.

‘The offices of the District Collector at Dang-Ah-
wa and the Resident Additional Collector were un-
able to confirm whether the chiefs have forest
rights under the Forest Rights Act, 2006, meant to
protect the rights of Scheduled Tribes and forest-
dwelling communities to use forest resources.

“Not only did our forefathers resist invaders,
but they also ensured the survival of forests by
stopping forest fires. These fires would originate
from poachers trying to smoke their prey out,”
Gulsinhbhai continues. Government records from
1954 showed that the Forest Department was pay:
ing the Dangs chiefs in “shelas (cloth)” and “silver
bangles” for “fire protection”.

Education and empowerment
At Kiransinh's family home in a, the district
headquarters where the chieftains live, his
daughter Rashmita Kiransinh Panwar, 20, is on a
semester break from college. “I'm very proud of
my father for always encouraging me to stud\'

says Rashmita, who went to a Christ £
school for the first 10 years of her

Pursuing a pu:tgradua(e degree in Economics

College in Chikhli, she is determined to make her
own path in life. “In the l1th standard, my teachers
advised that an Economics degree would help me
crack bank jobs and also give me skills to start my
own business if 1 wanted to,” she says, adding that
she lives in a hostel in Chikhli to avoid the com-
mute from Ahwa, 84 kilometres away.

“I feel good that my father is a king, but I'm
careful not to be arrogant about it. After all, it is
just for a day that he is treated as a king,” she says.
A rosary sits on the windowsill of their home. “I
am Christian, but my father is not,” she says.

The prominent religious buildings in Ahwa
town are churches, but on the outskirts, BP flags
are accompanied by road signs pointing to the
closest Hanuman temples. These are built with
support from Shree Ramkrishna Welfare Trust
(SRWT), which is run by BJP's Rajya Sabha mem-
ber and diamond merchant Govind Dholakia.

Over 93% of Dang’s population belongs to the
Scheduled Tribes, and more than 90.43% of them
identify themselves as followers of Hinduism, as
per the 2011 Census, up from 89.75% in 2001
About 9.03% of the district’s STs follow Christian-
ity, a drop from 9.87% registered in the 2001
Census.

Over the last few years, the SRWT has been try-
ing to deliver on a promise to build 311 Hanuman
temples in 311 talukas of the Dang district. This, ac-
cording to Dholakia’s website, was a “resolution™
taken by the trust in 2017 for the “awakening of so-
cial consciousness of about 2.5 lakh forest dwell-
ers” in Dang.

In the centre of Gadhvi, one of the SRWT Hanu-
man temples stands prominently in the village
square. Inside the forest, atop a hill is the Devas-
thana, the indigenous place of worship for the Bhil
Adivasis, It is a patch of land bordered with dark
grey stone slabs dug into the ground. Each stone
has carvings of members of the Bhil warrior tribe,
atop horses carrying swords and daggers. People
believe their forefathers’ weapons were buried
here. Some of the stones are strewn around the
hilltop, away from the central worship area. Here
sits a Shivling, with a Nandi bull facing it.

abhinay.lakshman@thehindu.co.in
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The hilly forests of Dang district in south Gujarat are home to
erstwhile kings and their kin, who continue to seek privileges and
recognition within the Indian Union.

ETRIOT I[SRTA & 31T foret & 9gTdY Sierell # 9 T 3R 37 IRaR 3rrer sft
IR TH & fiax RAWRFR 3R AT A AT =9 &

e Alongside this, the BJP’s rhetoric around tribal identity finds resonance among the
Bhil community in the region.

Sk ATY-AT, {11 Y AfEardt Tgare IR higd Usteifas Io=hfa Jgi $r sfter St
& ST gHTGRIT ATfed & W B

Present-day Chieftains and Identity
qAATT WAT F AIBAT 3R 37 g3

o Just outside Ahwa town, Kiransinh Panwar (37 years old) lives in a ground-floor
house with a tin shed, next to a tyre shop and a construction site.

ITEAT HES & 918 37 YT FRI0TTAE TaR U et AT a1 AFIT # T|d 8, 3 Teh eRR]

gehTel 3R TAATOT Tl & oy e B

e He owns a white SUV with a board that reads "King of Dang, Gadhvi State",
accompanied by an emblem of a bowman.

3eTeht Whe SUV W ST & T1TT, gl T foran 8, Torareh A e]9-aror et safad &1
Reg s 2|

e About 15 km north in Gadhvi village, Gulsinhbhai Panwar (75 years old) sits outside
his under-construction house, wearing a polycot checked shirt with a pen in his
pocket.

ST 15 Rt 30 7 a1galt ania 3 75 aiir [erfigaTs var e Aot #ee & S
Jaa &, dieieric T A A¢ 3R ST F 9T & Gre|

e Heis one of the naiks of Gadhvi — a hereditary leader of small village groups from the
erstwhile Dang kingdoms.

J Il & T A § — S qd 17 Rl & FARTI M 9@ g |

Post-Independence Discontent

TIGAdT & 1€ Y HAT HT ATGAT

e Gulsinhbhai claims that after Independence, tribal kings were absorbed into the
Indian Union without consent and their forest lands were taken away.

TGS T el & foh Faa=dT & a6, e T3t i faam wgafar & s g 7
TR form arar 39X 3vehr StoTer afdr diet oft S|
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They were given a small annual compensation, which they say was unfair and
disrespectful.

37 B AT F3maen afdr &1 a18, 58 9 IgfRre 3N IrvATTSTeTS AT B
In contrast to other rulers who were addressed as “His Highness”, Dang rulers were
labeled as “illiterate” and “likely to squander compensation”.

STET 31 ATHRT T “FEST AW gl a1, TET 5197 & A bt “IfAfET” 3N “F3MaST
gaTe; X ot aTel” TATIT 73T

Other rulers received guaranteed rights and privileges, while Dang rulers were only
settled in terms of status.

37T AET T IHRAFRY 3T FFAMAFRT Y TR &) 715, AfeheT 3797 F T 1 haol
G L ETEAKIC]

Present Life in Former Kingdoms

qq T4l 7 A &7 g

The five Bhil chieftains of the Dangs live in their respective former kingdoms, now
remote villages in forests with poor infrastructure.

STeT o 9T #fYer FRBAT 39T @ T H W6l &, ST 3771 ST F M4 ¢, 761 giaramer
glaue FAER |
These include Gadhvi (Gulsinhbhai), Pimpri (Trimakrao Panwar), Daher (Tapat Rao

Panwar), Linga (Chatrasinh Suryavanshi), and Vasurana (Dhanrajsinh
Suryavanshi).

SoTH AT § gt ([afiigens), Aad (Bersa 4ar), 583 (qua 19 9ar), o (s
el 3R agon (e gaae)|
Their ancestors ruled over 1,683.5 sq km of forest.

3eTeh qaail o 1,683.5 F3F farallatet SiaTel UX Qe foham &

Now, panchayats govern these areas.

3T 3T 8131 ST TATHA TaTdl SaRT fohaT ST &

The Dang Darbar Festival
ST XK 3cHq

Every year, just before Holi, the three-day Dang Darbar is held where chieftains are
treated ceremonially as kings.

& TTel gYelt ¥ g, efieT Ry sier qxaw 3T g €, STet ARt e & w9

gFATfAd T ST g1

Kiransinh says they are now treated as kings only once a year, due to their tribal status
and lack of education among their forefathers.
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& sifafde & 3R T sfar

o The Gujarat government, through the Governor, gives political pensions during the
Darbar.

ORI TR AT & ATETH SR 7 Tstelifara Feret el 3|

e In 2024-25, the final installment paid was ¥14.73 lakh, divided among the five
chieftains.

202425 # 3ifie fohe ¥14.73 a@ &) 775, ST wrer FEAT3HT & §1éY 15|

Historical Integration and Land Rights

AT TET 3 S HRET

e InJanuary 1948, Lord Mountbatten merged the region with the Bombay Presidency.
STeTad 1948 H TS A3 & 39 &1 FI aiFa GHSH 7 Ferm fezm

e By 1954, Morarji Desai, then CM of Bombay, declared the forest land claimed by Bhils
as state property.

1954 #, Teehlellel HEAHAT AR SHTS o el T GTaT Y 1S SiaTel ${fA 1 T hr wufdy
aIf¥d T fear|

e According to Dhanrajsinh (69 years old), what happened was a betrayal.

69 TN LeRISITAE & HTAR, S $ g1 I frearaara 2|

Unequal Compensation and Status
3THHATT F3raa AR Fufar

e Until 1971, rulers of former princely states received yearly payments.
1971 oh, 9d RITEl o ement st AT sqardret fAerar 4|

e While Baroda’s Gaekwad received ¥26.5 lakh in 1949, Dangs chieftains were given
only ¥1.22 lakh, divided among 700 people.

1949 # FsieT & IIFATS Y ¥26.5 A A, TET 3197 & A3 1 hel ¥1.22 a7 T
3T, ST 700 AN A Sic T

e The government said the Collector of Dang should just inform the chiefs of the
decision.

TIHR =1 gl foh ST F FeleFed hl shdol HIEL3T T FIHRT fAoTT Farn =iz e

Modern Assertion and Demands

amyfors Tora & FRAATIT A AT

o Atthis year's Dang Darbar, Dhanrajsinh stated that while they respect the Constitution,
they may approach international human rights bodies if needed.
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3 I & ST EXER & YAUSATAE oF gl b I AIAUTT FT TFATT P &, oAfeheT JTARIHAT
IET T I HAWTSET ATAANASHR TEAT3HT A STTed T AR & |

o For the past two years, the Governor has not physically attended the event.

oo g1 auf & TSI oF ST FIHA H TR H19T 781 foram &1

Rights and Privileges

FFR HR Frewfasr

e Inthe past, the Bhils have taken the government to court over the Indian government’s
“unilateral” decision to co-opt them into the Indian state, but the courts ruled it to be
“in public interest”.

31clieT &, sfter HHERT o HRA THR GaRT 3¢ ARG AT H ATHA Hlel oh " THa BT
oo & Qs 31eTeld &1 @ 3T, Jfeha 3eTerdl o 38 "STefed A" A=

o Efforts to organise legally were led by Shramik Vikas Sansthan, founded by veteran
Congress leader and former Gujarat Minister Sanat Mehta.

FTofell &9 W HIASA glet & JATHT T aAcjea #AF e wvurr o o, fowehr wamer
I o IRTS AT 3R IR & I HA Tl Fedl o 1 |

Political Landscape of Dang District

ST foreY &7 Tereifae aRgeT

e Since Gujarat became a separate state, Dang district has mostly voted for the
Congress, except when BJP won twice in a row after Narendra Modi became Prime
Minister.

ST & G Ueh 37T Aoy &1 §, oI & 31T FHAT SIISTeR FIAH 1 dle &l T &, dhael
al IR a5 RIEY & TEIAHAT Sofel & dle; HTSTIT = FINAR il Gof T |

e Inthe last five years, the BJP has tried to woo Scheduled Tribe voters by promoting
Adivasi resistance movements as part of Bharatiya sabhyata and sanskriti (Indian
civilisation and culture).

ool arer at A, sreraT & SrqqfAT Setonfar ACIATIT T o3l & forw anfeard gforer
FQYeaAl 1 HRAT FIAT I FEH T T REAT TATHR Ueh AT TAR FHT 5|
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Cultural and Mythological Importance of Dangs

ST T WiEHfas R dRfors #gca

Dang district, located on the border of Gujarat and Maharashtra, is believed to have
been part of Dandakaranya, where Lord Ram, Sita, and Lakshman are believed to
have visited during their exile.

TSI I AGRISE h1 TAT IX U 37T Fora ohl SSHFROY h1 TGEHT AT ST &8, STal
foreara § o5 sterarer T3, WAT 3R F&HIT 39T TAATH S GRTA 31T |

Historical Context and Disputes on Forest Ownership

MAeRe deot 31T a7 Tarfiicg ) faae

In 1947, those in power considered making Dang an independent entity. Sardar Patel
promised that its budget and development would be treated separately from the
Bombay Presidency.

1947 F AT H S 91T o ST &Y TFAT Fo7led W IR AT 21| EER 9 ¥ arer fhar a7
& 3TehT dore 3T AT JiFa THEHET I 31T aliss I forar Swe|

At the Dang Darbar, Dhanrajsinh claimed the British recognised their sovereignty by
executing a lease in 1842, and by 1893, they were paid ¥17,878 annually, equivalent to
%1.07 crore today.

ST GRER H YeRISIAE o et [ fafeRit o 1842 7 offer TR ¥ &Y 3eTeht AWS[aT 1
AT & Y, 31X 1893 T 3o &1 AT 17,878 ThTram i Srar T, Y 31T & A O
%1.07 FAS a1

By 1878, the British began administering the district as foreign territory under the
Foreign Jurisdiction (India) Order.

1878 oo fafeert o1 5& Torer ot wrermaeT fadeft &1 & & 3 (& ¢ fem o, i Foreign
Jurisdiction (India) Order & dgd 31TdT &T|

A letter by Collector K.T. Satarawala in 1950 warned that Chiefs might wrongly believe
land ownership belonged to them as the government collected revenue on their
behalf.

1950 H Tholde F.81. WARTETST &Y Ueh U & AT &r &Y i SRERY 1 Tg reid RO &
o & for STt 3o7hT 8, i IR 3T 31X A ToTET T FldT ¢
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Current Demands and Rights over Forests

TAHATS AT 3T g W IAVFR

o At the Dang Darbar, Dhanrajsinh threatened to launch a protest in April if the
government did not decide on their forest rights, succession rights, and
compensation.

19T VAR H YeRISITAT o Aaraei & oY i I TR & a Rl auRsR JAftert
3R F3mER R A0 LT foram, A 3 ardter & e weeler & et

o Dhanrajsinh asked why their forefathers were treated differently than the over 500
kings who were given Instruments of Accession.

ISITRE o YOT foh 3o1eh qdeil & 31 500 ¥ 3rfare wemait 1 avg rftrargor o
(Instrument of Accession) FIr =gl &It IAT|

e Gulsinhbhai said that while they have agricultural lands, they have no access to
forests, while cooperatives are allowed to cut down trees.

TafigeTS o gl o STgT 3ot Ire F A T, aﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂgﬂﬂﬁ%aﬁﬁ?m
afafaat @1 93 Fea el

o Officials say that although land ownership was given in the 1970s, forest access
remains restricted.

iR o =T & o 1970 & aere # 1f F1 Tarfrea & rr o, Afthet aeit a g
3Tt ot AT B

e The Collectorate could not confirm if chiefs have rights under the Forest Rights Act,
2006.

FeIFeIT Tg IS Tel X HhT o FIT TXERT T I TR rfafarza, 2006 & Ted
AR A B

e Gulsinhbhai stated that their ancestors protected forests by stopping fires, often
caused by poachers.

TATHEHTE ¥ gl & IeTeh Yol o RIBTREN GIRT TS ITE AT Y Aehah< it Y T4 Y
o)
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e 1954 records show chiefs were paid in cloth (shelas) and silver bangles for fire

protection.
1954 & Rapis g2ifct § o 31mer Y Aehemar & forw TRERT 1 a3 () 3R 7idy F gfar &
ST |

Education and Empowerment

a1 3ix gafFasIor

e Rashmita Kiransinh Panwar, daughter of a chieftain, is pursuing a postgraduate
degree in Economics from M.R. Desai Arts and E.E.L.K. Commerce College in
Chikhli.

TER ST 9T IRAT foorfig yar @ & v 3R, 3ars 3w 3R $ . va.&. Fiad
Hioel T AT H TATTRRR Bl 2 W &

e She said her teachers advised that Economics would help in bank jobs or starting her
own business.

3egiot g foh RIGTRT af 3og T foh TR & 3§ e Y Al I7 37T ST Y& T
SETIE

o Rashmita added she is Christian, though her father is not.

TRAAT & gl [ ag §ATS &, gTelifh 3eTh T A8 &

Religious Trends and Transformation in Dang
sier # enfie vgfaat st wRadw

e The prominent religious buildings in Ahwa town are churches, but BJP flags and
Hanuman temple signboards are common on the outskirts.

ITET FES H GHE 1A T T4 §, AfheT S1ed Soirep! 31 $1eraT & $13 3N Fopaaret AfeRy
& Tohd 918 ewa B

e These temples are built with support from the Shree Ramkrishna Welfare Trust
(SRWT), run by BJP’s Rajya Sabha MP and diamond merchant Govind Dholakia.
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& ARG #ft THFST dAFW gFE (SRWT) GaRT TATT ST @ &, oI $ITaTaT & Uoaa et /g
3R & =Tl Mde Srefrar Tefoa Fa g

e As perthe 2011 Census, over 93% of Dang’s population belongs to Scheduled
Tribes, and 90.43% of them follow Hinduism, up from 89.75% in 2001.

2011 T SMTAT & 3THR, ST Y 93% F 3faF ITaT) gy Sronfaat H g 3R
3TH H 90.43% &g &3t 1 AT 8, St 2001 H 89.75% Tl

e Around 9.03% of STs follow Christianity, a slight decline from 9.87% in 2001.
TATHIT 9.03% FAAATAIT ATeT SHTS &3 T ATAT &, 5iF 2001 H 9.87% AT

e The SRWT aims to build 311 Hanuman temples in 311 talukas of Dang for the
“awakening of social consciousness” of 2.5 lakh forest dwellers, as per their 2017
resolution.

SRWT T of& 2017 & YEATd & 3HJAR 311 ATl H 311 FJATT HIET ToArehY 2.5 AT
FAGTIRAT Y FTATTNE ATl I ST AT & |

¢ In Gadhvi, one such Hanuman temple stands in the village square.
arerdlt aTia o <k AT U §IAI AT ST ¥ U ¢

o Deep in the forest, on a hilltop, lies the Devasthana, a sacred place for Bhil Adivasis,
marked by stones with carvings of warriors.

STaTel # Ueh YgTST W U daeuret sfier snfeanfdat &1 veh ufes vorer 8, el digenait #r
dFFIfieR TeeR R g |

e A Shivling with a Nandi bull is also present there, worshipped by the community.

agl s Rraferer AR =7t der ol §, [See T IRT Tl AT &1
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Vance visits Italy and Vatican after
tangling with Pope on migration

|GS Paper I: Mapping | AFP

A
U.S. Vice President J.D. Vance arrived in Rome on Friday for
meetings with Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni and Vatican
Secretary of State Cardinal Pietro Parolin. No meeting with Pope
Francis was scheduled. Pope and Mr. Vance have previously clashed
over U.S. migration and deportation policies. ap

KARACHI

Mob beats to death man from

Pakistan’s Ahmadlyya minority Mob Beats to Death Man from

- — Pakistan’s Ahmadiyya Minority
B T 7 i & s sewdeas waer
- A e ¥ oafad iz S de-dle g FI &

e Amob led by Tehreek-e-Labbaik Pakistan (TLP)
attacked an Ahmadi worship place in Karachi’s Saddar
area.

P a0 TeF-T-dTedd qIfFEATT (TLP) & Acca 7 Ueh 81z o Frh
A S Paper I: Ahmadiya Community AFF a;m : ﬁ'w ﬁ T 9T ﬁ.,—qu

Amob led by Tehreek-e-Labbaik Pakistan (TLP) attacked an Ahmadi ¢ The attack resulted in the death of one man and injuries
worship place in Karachi’s Saddar area, killing one man and injuring to others

others. Police rescued trapped Ahmadis, but the Human Rights )
Commission condemned the incident as state complicity in sq g’ﬂ'a' Jfl' Th aqﬁ-?r fl‘ Iﬂa' gT ETé' 3-ﬁT H g U Eﬂ' I7q|
systematic persecution. . . .
¥ g = e Police intervened and rescued trapped Ahmadis from
the site.

gfere = gEaTT Y B §U HgATed! Y =T
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e The Human Rights Commission condemned the incident.

ATAIAFR AT & 3T T 1 faer |

o It described the incident as an example of state complicity in systematic persecution.

Y T I HIfSd 3cUISA H T Y AN T 31807 I 17|

TOPICS COVERED GS Paper I1: Polity, Governance, and International
Relations)

1. A Restoration of Sanity to the Constitutional System
wfeenfae gomelt & fadess & qaeiaeT

2. NCLAT Sets Aside BCCI, Riju Plea on Byju’s
TaHTTaTd o detetamg 3R Rep Fr araew woarde @it
Caf

3. Sudan Camp Assault Survivors in ‘Disastrous
Conditions’: MSF

g R W goe & a2 Aot ‘Faemers Y greie” A MSF
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A restoration of sanity to the constitutional system

S Paper II: Polit

India, on April 8, 2025, namely, The

Tamilnadu and Anr., can be called a

landmark one as it has brought greater clarity to

the constitutional provision dealing with the
giving of assent to a Bill by a Governor. In this
case, the background to the case is about the

Governor of Tamil Nadu, R.N. Ravi, who had kept
with him 10 Bills without taking any decision on
them for many years. Finally, when the Assembly
passed the Bills again and sent them to him, the
Governor, instead of giving his assent, as per the
mandate of Article 200 of the Constitution, sent
them to the President of India for consideration.

He sent the Bills to the President only after the

Government of Tamil Nadu approached the top

court.

The Bench of the Court (Justice J.B. Pardiwala
and Justice R. Mahadevan) has now held that the
action of the Governor in sending the Bills to the
President at that stage to be unconstitutional and
has struck it down. The Court also struck down
the action taken by the President on those Bills —

she had withheld assent. Invoking its special

power under Article 142, the Court declared that

all those Bills rejected by the President shall be
deemed to have been assented to.

It is perhaps the first time in the history of the
Court that Bills passed by the legislature of a state

and withheld by the President have been
declared as assented to by the Court. It is an
extraordinary remedy to an extraordinary

situation created by an extraordinary action of a

State Governor.

In fact, Tamil Nadu is not the only State where

the Governor has sat on Bills passed by the

legislature. It has happened in Kerala, Telangana

and Punjab. Kerala has now approached the

Court on the same issue, which is yet to be heard.

The Bill does not die

Article 200 lays down the course of action to be
followed by the Governor when a Bill duly passed
by the legislature is presented to him. The logical

course the Governor should follow is to give
assent to the Bill. But if he does not follow this
and decides to withhold assent to the Bill, the
said Article says that he may declare that he is
withholding assent. It would thus appear that

once the Governor withholds assent, the Bill will

die a natural death. The wording of this Article
would convey such a meaning. But this part of
the Article was very cogently explained by the

Court in State Of Punjab vs Principal Secretary to
The Governor of Punjab and Another (2023). The

Court made it unambiguously clear that a
declaration by the Governor that he is

withholding assent does not bring an end to the
Bill. It held that withholding of the Bill should be
followed by sending the Bill to the legislature for

reconsideration as soon as possible.

he judgment of the Supreme Court of

State Of Tamil Nadu vs The Governor of

/ %
P.D.T. Achary

is former Secretary
General, Lok Sabha

The importance
of the top
court’s
judgment on
the Tamil Nadu
Governor lies in
the need to
make suitable
changes in the
Constitution

by the Governor. Either way, the Governor will
have to give assent to the Bill. He cannot exercise
any veto against it. The Court has explained this
point in the following words: “if the governor
decides to withhold assent under the substantive
part of Article 200 the logical course of action is
to pursue the course indicated in the first proviso
of remitting the Bill to the state legislature for
reconsideration ... if the first proviso is not read in
juxtaposition to the power to withhold assent
conferred by the substantive part of Article 200
the governor as the unelected head of the state
would be in a position to virtually veto the
functioning of a duly elected legislature by simple
declaring that assent is withheld without any
further recourse”.

This judicial explanation has been carried
forward by the Court in the Tamil Nadu case. The
Court has reiterated this position, namely,
withholding assent is not the end of the story so
far as the Bill is concerned but the Governor is
mandated to send the Bill back to the legislature
for its reconsideration and the Governor shall
give assent to the Bill which is sent to him after
reconsideration.

The Court’s ‘time limit’ and legality

Three crucial points have been decided by the
Court which make this judgment truly historic.
The first relates to the time limit fixed within
which the Governor as well as the President of
India should decide the issue of assent. The
minimum period is one month and the
maximum, three months. If the Governor or the
President does not adhere to this time limit, the
aggrieved State can seek the intervention of the
constitutional court. Obviously, the Court went to
the extent of fixing a time limit in this case
because of the fact that the Governor sat on the
Bills for years without taking any decision. The
Court has said that the Governor does not have
the power to exercise a pocket veto or an
absolute veto while exercising his power under
Article 200.

Following the judgment, questions have been
raised on the legality of a time limit under Article
200. The Court has clarified it in the judgment —
it has stated that it is guided by the inherent
expedient nature of the procedure prescribed
under Article 200 and the well-settled legal
principle that where no time limit for the exercise
of a power is prescribed, it should be exercised
within a reasonable period. The Court has viewed
the deliberate inaction on the part of the
Governor in assenting to the Bills or reserving
them for the consideration of the President as a
serious threat to the federal polity.

The second point relates to the question of
discretion of the Governor in withholding assent
or reserving the Bill for the consideration of the
President.

The Court has taken the position that the

reconsideration and when the Assembly sends
the Bill back to the Governor with or without the
amendments suggested by him, the Governor has
to give assent.

But there is a problem with this proposition.
For example, what is the occasion when the
government has to advise the Governor to
withhold assent and send the Bill to the Assembly
for reconsideration? When the legislature can
send back the Bill after reconsideration without
accepting any of the amendments suggested by
the Governor, how can it be then said that the
Council of Ministers have advised the Governor to
propose amendments to the legislature when the
government commands a majority there? In fact,
on the question of discretion, the Court has not
been consistent as different Benches have given
different opinions thereon.

Constitutional heads and judicial review
The third, and most crucial, point is about
judicial review of the decision of the Governor
and the President. The basic proposition laid
down by the Court after reviewing a catena of
cases is that “no exercise of power under the
constitution is beyond the pale of judicial
review”. So, it has held that there is no reason to
exclude the discharge of functions by the
Governor or the President under Articles 200 and
201, respectively, from judicial review.

The judgment has been assailed by the Kerala
Governor who has said that this is a case of
judicial overreach and that it is the job of
Parliament, and not the Court, to amend the
Constitution. While it is true that Parliament
alone has the right to amend the Constitution, it
is the job of the judiciary to explain and interpret
the constitutional provisions. Another issue that
has been raised by a section of lawyers is that the
issues decided by Justice Pardiwala’s Bench can
be decided only by a Constitution Bench under
Article 145(3). In fact, the Constitution Bench
under Article 145(3) decides substantial questions
of law as to the interpretation of the Constitution.

Closer scrutiny would reveal that none of these
points comes under the category of substantial
question of law within the meaning of that
Article. As a matter of fact, the Court has only
brought out the inherent meaning and amplified
the dimensions of it in Articles 200 and 201 with
the objective of preventing the subversion of the
constitutional order. By doing so, the Court has
restored sanity to the constitutional system which
had come under severe strain due to plain
arbitrariness and deliberate inaction on the part
of constitutional authorities.

Decades ago, India had seen the unedifying
spectacle of a President sitting on the postal Bill
for years, with a helpless Union government
unable to do anything. This underscores the need
to make suitable changes in the relevant
provisions of the Constitution relating to the issue

When the Bill is thus sent to the legislature, it
would reconsider it promptly and send it back to
the Governor either in the form in which it was
passed originally or with amendments suggested

A Restoration of Sanity to the Constitutional System
gfarenfars yorel 7 faas @ gaeTae

Supreme Court's Landmark Judgment on Governor’s Role

Governor can take either action only on the
advice of the Council of Ministers. The judgment
says that when the Governor withholds assent, he
has to send the Bill to the legislature for

of assent to Bills, whether they are passed by
Parliament or a State legislature. The cue must be
from this judgment. Therein lies the importance
of this judgment.

that relate to
the issue of
assent to Bills

TsuTer Y {fAFT 9T Fafed ~rTeT w1 g ok
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On April 8, 2025, the Supreme Court of India delivered a landmark judgment in the
case The State of Tamil Nadu vs The Governor of Tamil Nadu and Anr.

8 3Ter 2025 Y AR & Waled AT A FIAAAG VT FodlH T HoAATZ & TSIl FN
S AT # Mg daem gem|

The ruling clarified the constitutional provision related to the Governor’s assent to a
Bill.

58 0T & TegTer ganT fdas A Aol & @ Fafa gIenfaes gt i wose fa|

In this case, Governor R.N. Ravi had kept 10 Bills pending for several years without
taking any decision.

= ATH H, TSI AR.TA. I o7 10 fIAIhI T g It doh [oa1T fohelT 0T & eifad

Tl
When the Assembly re-passed the Bills, the Governor, instead of giving assent as per
Article 200, sent them to the President of India.

SIS fAereTae T o 37 fA9geh! Sl SIaRT 9T fohaT, O ASTUT o 3efede 200 & AR
HT & & ST 3o¢ Tsgufa & 91 o7 e

The Governor took this step only after the Tamil Nadu government approached the
Supreme Court.

TSIIT of Tg HeH mm,mmmﬁaﬁwmwm
Gege |

Supreme Court’s Verdict and Use of Article 142
Hatod s F1 Aot 3R 37e0 142 FT 94T

The Supreme Court Bench of Justice J.B. Pardiwala and Justice R. Mahadevan
held the Governor’s action of referring the Bills to the President unconstitutional and
struck it down.

arAf o . aRdrarer 3R FATEfd AR, AgIeEe I UIs A TsAuTel T Ag FRATS fF
3ogiel fAUIT 1 TSgafd & I HoT, AT 3e3s AR WEg FT N

The Court also struck down the President’s action of withholding assent to those
Bills.

Aol o Asgufer GaRT 3o7 fASTHT 1 3Fdiha FI 1 HRATS &1 77 g A e
Using its powers under Article 142, the Court declared that all the rejected Bills shall
be deemed to have been assented to.

HTTBE 142 & 3N Ao FAAT HTAFR 7 T2 FHYA §T ~A1ATerT o et b Ty
IrEdFd ATl Ht A AT SATCT|

This is the first time in Indian judicial history that Bills rejected by the President have
been declared as assented by the Court.

TE Tgell IR E3T & ST STl GaRT 3l ALt b =T Terd gaNT #Hs[y BN foha
TATE
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e This step was taken as an extraordinary remedy to an extraordinary situation
created by an extraordinary action of the Governor.

Ig HeH TSFUT T THTYRYT HIRATS T 3o JATIROT AT & FATEA & forw
THTROT 39T & &9 H 33T 37|

Similar Situations in Other States

3T U=t & AT gRITfAAr

e Tamil Nadu is not the only state where such an issue occurred. Similar incidents have
been reported in Kerala, Telangana, and Punjab.

AfAeaTg T 31ehell T 61 & T8l Tl TAEAT €5 &Y | e, deianar AR doirer 3 off g
g N FeAT gS &
o Kerala has also approached the Supreme Court, and the matter is yet to be heard.

FIA 7 ) oo FAR—TeT 1 3@ HAT &, 3R AtHST 33y difea g1

Clarification of Article 200
3eTedg 200 T ATEAT

e Article 200 outlines the course of action for a Governor when a Bill is presented to him
after being passed by the legislature.

HTEBG 200 Fg TISC HT § o 51 1S fadaer Remerwsm & qiRe gla Toaame & ara
T &, Y TSIUTH ol AT FgH 381 AR
e The logical course is for the Governor to give assent.
AfFF T F ToIUTT I HLT &elt AR
« If the Governor decides to withhold assent, he must declare it under Article 200.
e ToardTer FSd A &A1 =B, A 3¢ Heeda 200 F Hewaid gHAT NGO FIEA AT

e This gives an impression that the Bill dies once assent is withheld.

ST g T 81T & Fp Aot of FArerer WX Rdaes qared g amer &

e However, in the State of Punjab vs Principal Secretary to the Governor of Punjab
(2023) case, the Supreme Court clarified that withholding assent does not end the
Bill.

glelifeh, Ted T GoITd & TSI & Y@ HFAT (2023) ATH H Fafed ATy o
Tse o T #AsY o & fardre &1 3ia A B

e The Governor must send the Bill back to the legislature for reconsideration.
ToFaTel i [q8e & qafdar & e Rreumerasm 7 arw soen sfaard &

e After reconsideration, the Bill may be returned with or without amendments, but the
Governor must assent to it.

QAR & a1¢, i s afta a1 e weies & dic adr §, /g Toadre &
oLt it & gt
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e The Court stated that without such a procedure, the unelected Governor could veto the
decisions of a duly elected legislature.

AT & e foh Afe T 1 fohar sire, &Y veh IR-foaifRra Teaarer I+ g fremerasn &
F1af 1 et F THaT |

Reiteration in the Tamil Nadu Case

aﬁamgmﬁﬁg:r:gﬁc

e Inthe Tamil Nadu case, the Supreme Court reiterated that withholding assent is not
final.

AfFerTTg & A &, Hafoa FArITera = gYe X 3 #Asd o &a sifae faota ¢t #1

e The Governor is bound to send the Bill back for reconsideration and later assent to it
once returned.

AT AT § o o Fa9ges ol gafdar & fore freumere F 849 3 g wred g1 ww3d
#orY &

The Court’s ‘time limit’ and legality
FE 1 AT WAT 3R 5T derar

e The Court has decided three crucial points that make this judgment truly historic.
HIC o olleT Ageaqor g3 o e & &, foad g oot Wfagrfaes o s g |

e The first point relates to a time limit within which the Governor and the President of
India should decide on giving assent to a Bill.

ag el foig Teh T WAT A F37 & orareh #fiek Tsaarer 3R R & rseufer sy i
fadas W Tl & 1 ok der i

e The Court fixed the minimum period as one month and the maximum as three
months.

B o FYATH HA T JAT IR FAFaHA et 7w T H Y

o If the Governor or President fails to adhere to this time frame, the aggrieved State can
approach the constitutional court.

Ife ToTaTer I ISeUT 57 AT THAT T UTeled 781 ad &, df IR s Fdunfas

FARTT ¥ §ETYT T ATT T Hehll B

e This provision was made because the Governor kept Bills pending for years without a
decision.

I WITETeT ST T ar3am Fifer Tgarer o [A8Tent ot et deh fo=r foret v &
CIEGRLE

e The Court clarified that the Governor cannot exercise a pocket veto or absolute veto
under Article 200.

Page17
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I o TS T foh TAUTeT 31 200 & ol Giae et AT qut et 1 92T 78T Y
Hehdl |

o Doubts were raised regarding the legality of fixing a time limit under Article 200.
TS 200 F T FHIT HIAT T FIA Y Jed1 <X FaTel 3670 7T

e The Court justified it by stating that when no time is prescribed, power should be
exercised within a reasonable period.

HIC o doh &1 o II9 Fis gag o AuiRa s7E7 gl 8, e afed &1 g3 vs 3Ra
9 & frar srar TR
e The Governor's inaction was seen as a serious threat to the federal polity.

TI9TS Y ATSHFIAT I TR 2T yorrelY & fAT 73R @a’T AT |

Discretion of the Governor

TSI &7 [AdFIOFR

e The second point concerns the Governor’s discretion in withholding assent or
reserving the Bill for the President.

oa fig TsaaTe & RaeUsR @ 331 § 519 o Rdas A w@igfa & @ 7o R Far g
7 38 Tsgufa & g R sierar ¥

e The Court stated that such actions can be taken only on the advice of the Council of
Ministers.

HIE A el o W AT Faer ARTRYE A o W) & v o gwa &

o If the Governor withholds assent, he must send the Bill back to the legislature for
reconsideration.

Ifg Togarel Fpfa Aahd &, o 3o¢ Rrdas 1 gafdar & e fremerws & dswer g

e Once the legislature sends the Bill back, with or without amendments, the Governor
must give assent.

STe frenTaast faeiareh sl Heerst & |1 A7 f9a1 arad Hstell 8, o Toqarer Y FIpia aelt
el 2

o However, there is a problem with this logic.
gTallTeh, S dh H Ush GATAT & |

o If the Assembly has a majority and can reject any suggested amendments, then the
Council of Ministers advising such amendments seems illogical.

m%mmﬁagma%aﬁwagmﬂ@&ﬁaﬁaﬁmﬁwwmﬁﬁ@ﬁm
GERT WA Y FelTE &A1 ThgIeT Tl gielt 81

e The Court has not been consistent on the issue of discretion, as different Benches
have given different opinions.

TSI & TAARIARR & ATHS H HIC ST TT T AT AT @1, FAiTh Affe dar o
R T Y B
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Constitutional Heads and Judicial Review

wfauTe 9@ AR =i aae

The third and most crucial point is about the judicial review of decisions made by the
Governor and the President.

e 3R Gl Agea T Toig TsadTer iR Iwegufer SanT fov a1v o7t i = gater
GECEIR

The Court ruled that no exercise of constitutional power is beyond judicial review.
e & AT am o Wi & agd freY off afda &1 wiver =nfrs woflam @ qY a7t ¥
Therefore, functions under Articles 200 and 201 can also be judicially reviewed.
safaT, arTede 200 3R 201 & dgd U a70 R o =i wate & 37 3d

The Kerala Governor criticized the judgment as judicial overreach, arguing that only
Parliament can amend the Constitution.

T & TAUTS A 38 el Y el o= Il §U S/ #A11AH farsharor et AR ek feam
for Tfaens & Feners &1 31RSR Had 0 1 ¢

While it's true that only Parliament can amend the Constitution, the judiciary has the
duty to interpret and clarify constitutional provisions.

gl I8 I & & Ak gae afaene & Fanusr &3 Gad §, Afhe ~araaifaaT FT o
¥ i ag gdunfas yraemat Y sarear 3R Tsedn yee #:X

Some lawyers argued that the judgment by Justice Pardiwala’s Bench should have
been referred to a Constitution Bench under Article 145(3).

T Fehlell o cieh feT foh wamarefet aREaTen i dia @R fem aram footar sregede 145(3)
ded e wfaune dis gan fear s anfgw 2|

However, a closer look shows that these do not involve substantial constitutional
guestions as required under Article 145(3).

gTeliTeh, et & G IX IE TISC 81T & Toh I FATHS! HIGHT T Ageaqor sarear 61 Ao 7
oTE1 31Td, ST foh 3refed 145(3) # 31afara g

The Court has only clarified and amplified the meaning of Articles 200 and 201 to
prevent the subversion of the constitutional order.

HIE o shael Ieeda 200 R 201 1 3rd Fuse AR RArara o & arfs wdenfas

SYGTYT & Sedded AT 5T o |

This judgment helps to restore sanity to the constitutional system, which was under
strain due to arbitrariness and inaction by constitutional authorities.

I8 fooTg waenfere qomrelt 7 Hqere S6Te i ¢, S auTlad JerfasRat F Aa#Amd
3k AfSwFTar & sRoT aarg 7 A

In the past, India withessed a President withholding the postal Bill for years, leaving
the Union government helpless.

31T F AR & 3T % T Isgufa o aut g e Augs # &fad w@n, S5ad g
TSR THETH 8 15 AT
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e This case shows the need to amend constitutional provisions related to assent to
Bills, whether passed by Parliament or State legislature.

Ig ATHT 2iTelm § o frdrrant &t Telispfar &9 @ waflra wdenfors wraumall  eivers
TERIFHAT &, IIE I HHE SaRT UIRA &1 IT I AUTTTHT an|
e The importance of this judgment lies in its potential to bring such structural reforms.

38 fAvia &1 ged 30 a1d 7 Afea § o I avaenens guri w1 9Ra ax F@dr g

Assent to Legislation

fadas &1 wipfa aar

For a bill to become a law after its approval by the Parliament, it must be given assent by the President
of India.

e &anT e fAdge a1 aRd fhe Ie & 916, a8 @l 9 9eaT § 9 38 AR & Usedfa
wipfa fAerd g

Apart from giving his approval, the President may exercise his veto powers on certain bills.

THh ST & 37l Teeufd F6 fatEe! o el diet afFaat &1 g2 o T gad

Constitutional Framework: Article 111
Faufa® o Igede 111

Article 111 of the Indian Constitution stipulates that when a bill has been passed by both Houses of
Parliament, it is presented to the President, who may:

FTedE 111 H gl 797 § fh 519 I [9dash @6e & gkl Heall gaRT qrike gl Sfiem 8, dr 39
Tseqfa AT FST ST &, S Feafof@a J @ 1% &1 & aT&d &

» Assent to the bill, thereby enacting it into law.

ot & Felipfa 21, e a8 Fee 9o ST &

* Withhold assent, effectively vetoing the bill.
TP A @ $HR A%, oA 9T Iredipa g ST &

* Return the bill (if it's not a Money Bill) to Parliament for reconsideration, with a message
suggesting amendments or reconsideration.
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foTs (Il a8 ue s ¢ §) FF ey a1 WEER & QU Eer F @ §69g A
gy AT

» If Parliament passes the bill again, with or without amendments, and presents it to the
President, he is obliged to give his assent.

Ife gae 39 QO Fr ey giRd a1 Qe gaua s T @ og a=dr § 3k
Tegafd @ STl &, o Tseafd @ sfAert w9 @ 38 ' fhgfa e g Bl

Special Case: Constitutional Amendment Bills

Ry AHET AU gaua [Qdas

The 24th Constitutional Amendment Act, 1971 amended Articles 13 and 368, making it obligatory for the
President to give his assent to Constitutional Amendment Bills.

247 wfener wehersr afafore, 19713 srgede 13 3 368 & welue forar, forad wfdeer wenersT
et 1 gl & wipfa aar sfdard g o

This amendment was enacted to override the Supreme Court's decision in Golak Nath v. State of Punjab
(1967), which held that Parliament could not amend Fundamental Rights.

g AT MAFATT FAH YT AT (1967) HFHA FIE F faoky o1 favead aear & T fovam amn
T, TSa# T I o7 foF g Ao ERI & T J767 X dhdrl

Types of Veto Powers

Y aiFaal & IFR

Absolute Veto
ot e

The President withholds assent to a bill, and it does not become law.

wegafar s #t w@gfa €t &Q, 3R 9 Fea 7@ qean

Typically exercised in cases where:

AHATT: I8 31 aRfeafaat & gdier fhar e §:

* The bill is a Private Member's Bill (introduced by a member not part of the
government).
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ST fa8g T WHG HeFT ANT W fash fadys g1 (5 @R &1 fwar w7
gram)|

+ The government has resigned, and the new government does not support the bill.

ST FIHR FEAGT & Tehr et § 3N A5 TR 38 fa9gs 1 GAST FgT A

Suspensive Veto
T diet

The President returns the bill (not a Money Bill) to Parliament for reconsideration.

Tegufa FAeTs #1 (AR a8 ua fadas 7d ) T @ @R & o e s g

If Parliament passes the bill again, with or without amendments, the President must give assent.

afg da 38 R9gs 1 garr aia & & 8, arg weasr & 91y a1 faar, o wseufa & sifaad
w7 ¥ w&gpfa & g B

In America, the powers of the President can be overruled by a higher majority, i.e., qualified
veto.

AR A Tegufa @ AfFaat it A sgAd GarT Fdigd fFar S @ha &, 5 AT el Fet
SITeT &

Pocket Veto
Uishe dler

The Constitution does not prescribe a time limit for the President to act on a bill.

wRue weafa F v F9ys W & w3 & A gag @ [uiRa a8 s

The President can withhold assent indefinitely without any action, effectively vetoing the bill
without formal rejection.

Trsgafa Al Fd a% 99 W FE 7€ = ge, 30 Tl e e 3% @ w7 § S
a8 arveger 9 & e g S B

Case Study: Pocket Veto by President Giani Zail Singh
YSHIOT Y Tsgufa A ster fAiE ganT dide e

In 1986, President Giani Zail Singh exercised the pocket veto on the Indian Post Office
(Amendment) Bill, which sought to empower the government to intercept postal
communications.
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1986 & Isgufd AR ster fAE o AR ShER (FAye) {99 W dide dteY s1 garer fmar, S
WK H 5T TG H NFa & FOFR & I TITH HIdT 247)

The President neither assented to nor returned the bill, effectively keeping it in abeyance for
the remainder of his tenure.

Tegafa & 7 A fdas & w@igpfa & sk @ & 3@ aw Ao, T 98 39 AW FEFE aF
afaa s=

The bill was eventually withdrawn by the subsequent government in 1990.
Ig fa9as 3dd: 1990 # 37Tl WFR ganT avw o for =)

Comparison with the U.S. Presidential Veto

AR Tegufa diet Hr Jeorar

In the United States, the President must act on a bill within 10 days (excluding Sundays).

TIFA U IANFT # Tegufa F 10 Rt F sfiay (AR H sigw) fFdl f[G9us ) Fias F0
gl B

Failure to do so results in:

gfe AT AT fohar Srar, A 38 aRuTHTawRY:

* The bill becomes law if Congress is in session.

Iie FAE 7 # el , o RITF Foler a1 S 2

* The bill does not become law (called pocket veto) if Congress is adjourned.

Ifg FAE FAAT & et §, O 9w FTr AE aotar (38 dike dieY FgT ST §)|

In contrast, the Indian President has no such time constraint, allowing for an indefinite pocket
veto.

sa% fAa, ARAT Tseufa & g 0 FiE gAY @A A ), Taw 3 AfARET w1 9F qike
dieY am] Y FHhd &

It may be said that the pocket of the Indian President is deeper than that of the American
President.

Tg FET T Tohell § [ AR Tsgufy A1 A 3ARET Togufa & @ d

The purpose behind the vetoing power-
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Preventing Hasty Legislation

AR e AT FY Al

The President'’s veto power acts as a safeguard against legislation passed without adequate deliberation,
often due to time constraints or political expediency.

Tregufar #t dier afFa 0H FeT & ey /W Faa HT SR A © S HFA FHT A FATAT
TSI A8 & HROT 97 gaed far-faaet & o & s gl

Example:
In 1991, President R. Venkataraman exercised an absolute veto on the Salary, Allowances and Pension of
Members of Parliament (Amendment) Bill.

3GIELOT: 1991 7 TUSeUT AR, IHEAV o FG) & daad, 77 JN doT (FilEreT) fAEleox qut dier &t
greT fRa|

The bill was passed hurriedly on the last day before the Lok Sabha's dissolution without the requisite
presidential recommendation, highlighting the need for careful legislative scrutiny.

Ig fadge dwws s g @ S ved & 3ifaw et e amaeas wegufar i sregeran & sregarsit
# aiRa o 2 I/ o1, s wraureiiqd® Rurdt Sty 3aeashdr 3R g$|

Curbing Populist Legislation
ANFHAATIT FI[AT I HFA AAT

Veto power enables the President to prevent the enactment of laws driven by populist motives that may not
align with constitutional principles or long-term national interests.

dieY e egufcl 1 A/ Frefaal Y Ul b1 ATk <l § ST ArhefsTaaT 32eAT @ IR g & 3N
St e Rquial a1 wdT fdefew Rat @ A 76 @@l

Example:
In 1986, President Giani Zail Singh employed a pocket veto on the Indian Post Office (Amendment) Bill,
which sought to grant the government authority to intercept postal communications.

3ETEOT: 1986 F IsgUia el RAE & HRAT FTHER (Feier) fFetga R dishe diey &1 g fhar, s
TWHR FI 8T TAR T Vet FT AAFR ST TT8aT AT

The bill faced widespread criticism for infringing on civil liberties, and the President’s action underscored
the importance of protecting individual rights against populist pressures.

Ig IO ARIRE TaddT FT Iedte ala & (oI SqYF ITT==IT Sl JTHAT Y T@T 4T, 3T Tseufa
&I HRATS o AFIHTEA GaTal & [IveH SAfFaIrT HIAFRE AT W H HAgea AT G|
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Example:

Protecting National Interests

T Al A W@ FI

The veto power serves as a constitutional tool for the President to withhold assent to legislation that may
adversely affect the nation’s unity, integrity, or security.

i afFa aeeufa & T e wdufas Igeor S &7 F 7 Wy &, 5 a8 0@ {9y
TP & F AF FFa &S 2 6 TFHaT, HESAT AT R A Fonfaa T Fhd &

In 1954, President Dr. Rajendra Prasad exercised an absolute veto on the PEPSU Appropriation Bill.
3TEOT: 1954 3 Iregufd st Wkg WHIG o PEPSU f@fmler faeirs or qut diet & et famam|

The bill was passed during President’s Rule in the Patiala and East Punjab States Union (PEPSU), but by
the time it reached the President, the President’s Rule had been revoked.

7 Tt gfegrer 3R qalf 9o 15 &e (PEPSU) & Trsgufd emder & aRter aiRa g3 o, Aifthet
S T g AT b TG, A e ASgafer A geT foram ram o)

The veto prevented potential administrative complications and upheld constitutional propriety.

58 diel o weTfaa werwfas sifeerant wr der iR wderfas yfErar wr g@w @

NCLAT sets
aside BCCI,
Riju plea
on Byju’s

|GS Paper II: Governance

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The National Company
Law Appellate Tribunal
(NCLAT) set aside appeals
of BCCI and Riju Raveen-
dran for withdrawing insol-
vency proceedings against
Byju’s and consider settle-
ment between the two.
They challenged the or-
der of the National Compa-
ny Law Tribunal, which,
on February 10, asked
them to place the settle-
ment offer before the new
Committee of Creditors in
which U.S.-based Glas
Trust, the lenders’ trustee
to which Byju’s owes $1.2
billion, is a member.
T

NCLAT Sets Aside BCCI, Riju Plea on Byju’s
TaHiraed A g 3k Ry arrsrw 9w srdrer
TR &Y

The National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) has
set aside the appeals filed by BCCI and Riju Raveendran
seeking to withdraw insolvency proceedings against Byju’s
and to consider a settlement between the two parties.

ISERT FYAT FHefeT I ST (TrHieaed))  didfidiamrs
3R RS et qarT arae[w & e Rarfeards FEas avw a=
3 &t valt & g st W AR w3 i i @ier #T

e They had challenged the order of the National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT)
dated February 10, which had directed them to place the settlement offer before
the new Committee of Creditors.
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3egiel 10 TIadY Y TGT 1T [T el Fefe sATATHIOT (TAHTACT) o IS T elelr
&1 oY, ToTe 3¢ 1€ AR GfAfY & I FAsla FT a9 3@ T ST 337 27|

o The Committee of Creditors includes Glas Trust, a U.S.-based lender’s trustee, to
whom Byju’s owes $1.2 billion.

AeR FfATY F 7@ v AAS &, St T 3R RUa deieR 6 &, o aIe@ W
$1.2 Tfoger &1 ST &

National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT)
TS F9ar R/ el =rnfasor (vadivaed)

* The National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) is a quasi-judicial body in India that
hears appeals against the orders passed by the National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT),
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI), and other statutory authorities as specified
under various Acts.

« TSGR FuT AT 31l ~arafaeor (NCLAT) $IRd 7 T -1 A+ & S aere
Fueit A1 fesgaer (NCLT), Raren 3R Foreiersr srasan 1S (1BB) 3R 3% duifas el
gaRT TR el & Feer et A gAaTS e €, S B Rt st ¥ qed
fafése frar /@ g

* It plays a critical role in corporate governance, especially in insolvency resolution, company
disputes, and competition law matters.

- g HraRe varaa A 3w §9 8 farar gaAmns, wust Rk 3R sfaeryt sepr @ qe9fa
ATAC # UH Agcaqul RS e

» The NCLAT was constituted under Section 410 of the Companies Act, 2013, and became
operational from 1st June 2016.

* UAHITAIUET T FATYAT F9elt fafargsr, 2013 it 4RT 410 F g H 1S A 3N Ig 1 5+
2016 & fenamefier 53|

Key Functions and Jurisdiction

v AR e

* Appellate Authority
o 3rdfielir yrferesvor
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The NCLAT hears and decides appeals from the following bodies:

TadiTaed farafaf@a et @ arde goar ¢ 3R 3 fAgerT w3 &

e National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) — under the Companies Act, 2013
AT FIA Al Regarer (NCLT) — Fueht arffaasr, 2013 & dgd

e Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI) — under the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code (IBC), 2016

farem 3R Foreyer 3raTHaT A1 (1BBI) — fearen 3k Foreiere 3ratdar wedr (1BC),

2016 & dgd
e Competition Commission of India (CCI) — under the Competition Act, 2002

aRe gfaeaat 3T (CCl) — gfawaut AT, 2002 F dgd
o National Financial Reporting Authority (NFRA) — under the Companies Act, 2013

iy faeiir Rayféer wif@reor (NFRA) — ast srf@fae, 2013 & agd

Role in Insolvency

farem wmeet ¥ syffer

e Under the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC), 2016, the NCLAT is the primary
appellate body to hear grievances related to insolvency resolution plans and
liguidation processes decided by the NCLT.

faaren 3iiv Horates T WREAT (1BC), 2016 & dd, TAHTATe qEa srdei e
¢ S farer wTTe Aerensit iR AfFasewer ufrant @ d@dfta Reradr fr gorars s
g, o @ NCLT o ool e giar 8

Role in Competition Law

yfaeaut Fega & AT

o It hears appeals against orders passed by the CClI, providing checks and balances in
cases of anti-competitive practices and abuse of dominance.

Ig CCI gaNT Ui 3eelt & fawesr 3rdiell & gaaars aar g, foad wfaeqei-faeh
war3it 3R wed & GEUANT F A H AIAOr AR AT ol Bl B

Role under Companies Act, 2013

et wfafaae, 2013 & @@ A

e Hears appeals relating to disputes involving shareholders, mismanagement,
oppression, mergers, and demergers.

Ig AATURH, Fuaera, 3edisa, e, 3R e @ dafta faarel ov et & gevars
LT Bl
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Sudan camp assault survivors
in ‘disastrous conditions’: MSF

|GS Paper II: International Organizationsl

Agence France-Presse

Aid groups say up to

TAWILA

Hundreds of thousands of
Sudanese civilians, who
had already endured
months of famine, have
fled in “disastrous condi-
tions” after paramilitaries
overran their camp in Dar-
fur, medical charity Doc-
tors Without Borders
(MSF) said on Friday.

“We are treating chil-
dren who were literally dy-
ing of thirst on their jour-
neys,” MSF project
coordinator Marion Ram-
stein said from the small
town of Tawila, a 60-km
desert trek from the Zam-
zam camp outside
El-Fasher.

“We have received so far
over 170 people with gun-

one million people
were sheltering in
Zamzam camp when
the attack took place

shot and blast injuries and
40% of them are women
and girls,” she added.

Aid groups say up to one
million people were shel-
tering in the sprawling
Zamzam camp when the
paramilitaries launched
their bloody assault last
week.

The United Nations says
up to 4,00,000 residents
have fled the camp, which
the paramilitaries an-
nounced they had overrun
on Sunday.

Around half of those

have sought refuge in Tawi-
la, where MSF’s Thibault
Hendler says they are “fac-
ing an absolutely catas-
trophic situation”.

“There is no water
source, no sanitation facili-
ties and no food,” Mr. Hen-
dler said from an area of
the town he said was “a
completely empty lot just a
week ago” but is now
crammed with desperate
families.

“Since last week, we’ve
seen people arrive by the
truckload to an area that
simply cannot accommo-
date so many,” he said.

MSF said that in Zam-
zam, fighters had been “go-
ing door to door, shooting
people hiding in their
homes and burning large
parts of the camp”.

Doctors Without Borders (MSF) on Friday.
HF3! goIRI GaTlT ATIR, ST T8 81 F8 HAgIell 1 JE@A el I &, TR
# 3rRifas Tall garT 39 AR N Feom w1 F 1€ ‘R=mersr grema’ #
HTA 3, TE ATHR! Siacy fAGI3T A15H (MSF) & THaR i 4l

o “We are treating children who were literally dying of thirst on their journeys,” said MSF
project coordinator Marion Ramstein from Tawila, a 60-km desert trek from the
Zamzam camp outside El-Fasher.

MSF IRAST TH-adF ARIA THEET & I [F “H 37 g2 T Sollel Y g & o
ITAT & ST ST W AT Y HIRN W U,” I §IT 3ogio TA-BIRR F S8 FHAAH Rfar &
60 forat gT afaar & feam

Sudan Camp
Assault Survivors
in ‘Disastrous
Conditions’: MSF

o fRAIfar aw
A @ a3 AT
‘RarasrT graTe
#: MSF

Hundreds of
thousands of
Sudanese civilians,
who had already
suffered months of
famine, have fled in
“disastrous
conditions” after
paramilitaries
overran their camp
in Darfur, said
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e “We have received over 170 people with gunshot and blast injuries, and 40% of them
are women and girls,” she added.

3ol 3TeT ST, “§HeT 170 & 3T a1l o911 1 ured foham &, TSietay aielt 3 erarms <y
AE g, 3R 377 T 40% Afgene ik asfFrar g1

e Aid groups say up to one million people were sheltering in the Zamzam camp when
the paramilitary assault began last week.
HETIAT THgT o IH[aN, e Weate oia AT garelm Y& g3, O sraeA R A
ST 10 TG AN’ ROT fw g |

e The United Nations said up to 4,00,000 residents have fled the camp, which the
paramilitaries claimed to have overrun on Sunday.

YFA TS & 3TTAN, 4,00,000 foared RAITAT @ o117 T 8, o8 arefer il & aam
39T Feat H A HT graT fohaT |

e About half of the evacuees have taken refuge in Tawila, where MSF’s Thibault
Hendler says they are in an “absolutely catastrophic situation.”

STITeTaT 3mer fareenfyal o afdem 7 eRoT N 8, 58T MSF & e §3eR o whet foh 9 “qft avE
qaEY S grera” 7 81
e “There is no water source, no sanitation facilities, and no food,” said Mr. Hendler

from a part of the town that was “completely empty” just a week ago, but is now
crowded with desperate families.

o o ST, “TgT 9Telt FT WA AGT ¢, 1 &1 Taooar h GrauTe 3 7 & a1, I§ Felrer
T FeATE Te e cleh T A @rell AT, Afthet 319 98 averrer aRart & R g3m 21

e “Since last week, we've seen people arrive by the truckload to an area that cannot
accommodate so many,” he said.

3giet 9T, “REd Todig J g7 QT § 3 oler el & s 3T R &, 3R I8 g7 gaar
AR Y AT A€ FT THhatl”

e MSF said that in Zamzam, fighters have been “going door to door, shooting people
hiding in their homes and burning large parts of the camp.”

MSF & gl o STHSIH & oI5 8-t A BT de Fr el AR @ E ik R F a3
fReal #r e @ &

Doctors Without Borders (MSF)
SiFey Ag3e arsy (MSF)

e Doctors Without Borders, also known as Médecins Sans Frontiéres (MSF), is an
international humanitarian medical organization renowned for delivering emergency
medical aid in conflict zones, disaster-stricken areas, and regions with limited healthcare
access.
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sty g3 aisy, 54 Médecins Sans Frontiéres (MSF) 3 gl SITdT §, Ueh 3RSy
831 A AraTaeTellel RATFCAT WTAT YaTeT it & folv Yidey &

Founding and Historical Background

FuTya 3 e gesafa

e MSF was established in 1971 in Paris, France, by a group of doctors and journalists
responding to the humanitarian crisis during the Biafran famine in Nigeria.

MSF T TAT91T 1971 # 4RE, W18 & Uesh g GarT 1 715 AT Forast sierex 3R IR emfder 3,
Segier ATSNRAT & faTwIa 3rhTer & SRt AT Hahe 7 STare fer 2|

e Their mission was to create an independent organization capable of providing swift and
impartial medical assistance to those in dire need.

AP TALUT Teh FTaAT HIST TATT AT ST e 3R forsqar RfehcaT @graar vera e Tk 37 el
I ST LT ITaRIFHAT H |

Core Principles

q&g Reurd

e Medical Ethics: Ensuring the provision of high-quality care to all patients.
Rifercar Afdwar. @l @8 it sTa-Toraer arelt @ veTe A Gl
¢ Impartiality: Offering assistance solely based on need, without discrimination.
fASTETAT: FETIAT hadl AT & TR W TSI FlaT, AT TR dAgHTa |
¢ Independence: Maintaining autonomy from political, economic, or religious influences.
FgAAAT: TS, i, I enfdis TaTTat ¥ FarIear §AT0 3@=|
¢ Neutrality: Not taking sides in conflicts or political disputes.
deTyar: wuSt a1 Aerefaes Rarel & gt o ol
e Bearing Witness: Speaking out about the plight of populations in danger.
IATE TTT: HHEITd STHAGEIT3 & IR & 34Tl 37T
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FBI arrests suspected
BKI operative wanted
in Punjab terror cases

[GS Paper II: S&T

Devesh K. Pandey
NEW DELHI

The Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation (FBI) and the
Enforcement and Removal
Operations of U.S. Immi-
gration and Customs En-
forcement on Friday ar-
rested “terrorist” Harpreet
Singh, aka Happy Passia, in
the United States. He was
wanted by the National In-
vestigation Agency (NIA)
and the Punjab police in
several cases of terror
attacks.

“Today, Harpreet Singh,
an alleged terrorist respon-
sible for terror attacks in
Punjab, India, was arrested
by the #FBI & #ERO in Sa-
cramento. Linked to two
international terrorist
groups, he entered the U.S.
illegally and used burner
phones to evade capture,”
posted the FBI Sacramen-
to, confirming the develop-
ment.

‘Major milestone’
Through his official X han-
dle, Punjab Director-Gen-
eral of Police Gaurav Yadav
said Happy Passia is a U.S.-
based “key operative of ISI-
backed Babbar Khalsa In-
ternational (BKI)” and
close associate of Pakistan-
based designated terrorist
Harwinder Singh Sandhu
alias Rinda. He described
the arrest as “a major mil-
estone in the sustained
crackdown on ISI-backed
terror networks”.
“Between 2023-2025,
Happy Passia played a cen-
tral role in orchestrating
targeted killings, grenade
attacks on police establish-
ments, and extortion
across Punjab and other
States. His arrest on April
17, 2025, in Sacramento,
USA by FBI & ICE, is the
outcome of excellent inter-
national cooperation and

-

¢

In custody: Harpreet Singh
after his arrest in California
on Friday. ANl

exchange of information
between the United States
& India. @PunjabPolicelnd
consistently shared intelli-
gence with the central
agencies,” Mr. Yadav said.

A 29-year-old “gangster-
turned-terrorist”, Passia
was allegedly involved in 16
terror attacks, including 14
grenade attacks in Punjab.

The NIA had announced
a reward of ¥5 lakh for his
arrest in connection with a
hand grenade attack on a
house in Chandigarh in
September 2024.

According to the agen-
cies, the accused had gone
to Dubai in April 2018,
from where he returned in
February 2019 and then
went to the U.K. in October
2020, before he shifted to
the U.S.

It is suspected that Pas-
sia initially was associated
with the members of Jaggu
Bhagwanpuria gang, fol-
lowing which he came in
contact with Rinda.

Rinda had fled to Pakis-
tan in 2018-19. Thereafter,
he allegedly got involved in
smuggling of arms, ammu-
nition  explosives and
drugs into the Indian terri-
tory from Pakistan. He
along with Happy Passia
purportedly mastermind-
ed many
activities.

terrorist

FBI Arrests Suspected BKI Operative
Wanted in Punjab Terror Cases

THAITE o IS AT ATHAT &
gifed dih3ms iTRfed & PRFar fFar

eThe Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and
Enforcement and Removal Operations (ERO) of U.S.
Immigration and Customs Enforcement arrested
Harpreet Singh, also known as Happy Passia, in the
United States on April 17, 2025.

17 318er 2025 1 WIFA T IANFT 7 vhallans 3R gua
AU U8 FEcrH TThIHAT FT £33 o gohia Rg 3h

oY ofd=T o1 FAToraR o)

eHe is wanted by the National Investigation Agency (NIA)
and the Punjab Police in several terror attack cases.

JE S TP gHAT F ATHAA 3 TSI FTT TAH (TAATED)
3R e gfew 1 aifda g
«The FBI Sacramento office confirmed that Harpreet Singh

is linked to two international terrorist groups, entered the
U.S. illegally, and used burner phones to avoid detection.

THAINTS VTt FHATAT o Yo 1 13 goha g o1 daer
&Y ITATSEIY AMTAHT HISAT I &, I8 33T T ¥ ARSI A

T AT AR AT BIeT T 3TN T T@T AT clfeh 98 Tehs § a9
qoh|

Major Milestone in Crackdown

FATE A UF 87 HAel FT IR

eAccording to Punjab DGP Gaurav Yadav, Harpreet Singh
is a key operative of ISI-backed Babbar Khalsa
International (BKI) and a close associate of Pakistan-
based designated terrorist Harwinder Singh Sandhu
alias Rinda.

YaTe gfed Agifagerd ke Aed & 37aR, e 8 HETHATs AT Feav @rerr

geterereTe (diF3mE) 1 ow TR 3R rferear fua et sndwardy sxfdes T |y
3% a1 o1 w0 wgaed &

e DGP Yadav described the arrest as a major milestone in the ongoing crackdown on
ISI-backed terror networks.
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# TF AgeaqUl 3T TATAT|

o Between 2023-2025, Happy Passia played a central role in targeted killings, grenade
attacks on police establishments, and extortion activities across Punjab and other
States.

2023 § 2025 o &frer godT 98T o gt 3R 31w Tt A eRare fwfer, gfow fowmel @
Iaiz goralt, 3R el arfafafey  geT syffre eS|

o His arrest was possible due to strong international cooperation and intelligence
sharing between the United States and India.

3! IRFARY §gFa T FARET AR R & < AT AT TgAT 3R Faa
H@Tmaswz’raﬁgél

Terror Background and Reward
TaFarg qeafa 3R e

e Passia, a 29-year-old gangster-turned-terrorist, was allegedly involved in 16 terror
attacks, including 14 grenade attacks in Punjab.

29 qffy e A IaFard) 71 9fAAT, 16 AR gAY, 5AH T 14 AT g TG A
gU, 3 anfAe o)

o The NIA had announced a reward of ¥5 lakh for his arrest in connection with a hand
grenade attack in Chandigarh in September 2024.

TANMST o G 2024 F T2 & 2 I8 gH & ATHS H 3gHT TREIRY 9T 5 oG FT
T ONd R |

Timeline of Movements
YTAT T HAIdHH

e According to the agencies, he went to Dubai in April 2018, returned in February 2019,
then moved to the UK in October 2020, and later shifted to the U.S.

TSifaET & 3TAR, I8 Ygol 3rier 2018 # gad a1, BIad 2019 # iter, fh 3rargat 2020
# & 91471 3N a1 A AR <Ter 71|

« Initially, he was associated with Jaggu Bhagwanpuria gang, after which he came into
contact with Rinda.

J[E3TA H g 9] HIATIRAT ARG & ST37 2T, $Hh 51, 3861 ReT & Femenrd g5
e Rinda fled to Pakistan in 2018-19, where he got involved in arms and explosives
smuggling, and drug trafficking into India.

2018-19 & NeT TIfFEdaTa 19T a1, 187 3T gfAARY, RTwes! R gsg frawi &
AR # oS Y& H|
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e Together, Rinda and Happy Passia are believed to have masterminded multiple
terrorist operations.

R 3y Fodt ofAar = 73 ITaHr geaAT3HT FT AFCIATES AT ST &

Burner Phones to Evade Capture

fRFaY & T9a &§ T T B

e Burner phones are inexpensive, prepaid mobile devices that can be purchased without
providing personal identification.

TR Bl T, N9z Alesa Baga gia § S e Fd safFaera wgae & @lier o

HhdT B
e They are often used temporarily and discarded after use, making them appealing for
activities requiring anonymity.

SoTehT YA AR O AT § A Far F1ar § 3R 39Aer & 9 % Jr J1ar g,
fSad I e afafafeat & fow sreds ae ana g

Use in Evasion

fRFady ¥ 9« & 39T

o Criminals may use burner phones to avoid detection, as these devices are not linked to
their identities.

IR ST B FT 3TART YT A9 F g9 & TIT & ohd &, Fifep T B3asq 36T
Jeae § g 3 8l

e By frequently changing phones and numbers, they aim to prevent law enforcement from
tracking their communications.

d IR-IR BT 3N FaX TEAd, FoleT Taaal TaATd! &l 3060 R afafaferi wr g
A Uabel & TATH F &

Law Enforcement Tracking Methods

Feld Jadl G@RT IR & afid

o Despite their anonymity, burner phones can still be traced using various techniques.

SoTeh! AAATHY & STaS[G, T BT bl [ATHoT AFaliepl T IUANT Hleh ¢ab TohaT ST Hehell
el

o Call Detail Records (CDRs): Analyzing metadata such as call times, durations, and
numbers dialed.

Fia 3¢ RS (CDRs): FId & AL, 3, 3R s fFT a0 FaRi S ACrZer 1
IEECEIE T i
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e Location Tracking: Using cell tower triangulation to determine the phone's location.

T ¢FaT: A Tray Aor [ 1 39T F BT & T T IaT 9T ST 2

e Surveillance Tools: Employing devices like Stingrays to mimic cell towers and
intercept signals.

R 3o RGN S0 fBarsy &1 3uAhT i A Ta¥ Y dAdhe H1 Adr ¢ 3R R
e U I g1

Steering the decarbonisation of India’s logistics sector

S Paper lll: Environment

iksit Bharat is not just a vision. Itis a
V commitment to having a stronger,

self-reliant India by 2047. At its core lies
inclusive development, ensuring that growth
reaches every citizen, every business, and every
region. But can we truly achieve this goal without
alogistics sector that is large, efficient and
future-ready? From seamless supply chains to
last-mile connectivity, an efficient, scalable
logistics network is the strength of equitable and
sustained progress.

In this growth journey, while infrastructure,
efficiency and accessibility are crucial for an
inclusive logistics sector, there is one factor that
cannot be overlooked — the environment and its
prioritisation are absolutely necessary to build a
future-ready, resilient logistics network. India’s
logistics sector, now one of the most
carbon-intensive in the world, must undergo a
green transformation. As the nation moves
towards a net zero carbon emission by 2070, it is
imperative to reduce emissions of transportation,
warehousing, and supply chain emissions.

Carbon cost of mobility

This sector bears the brunt of intense carbon
emissions, mainly from oil combustion. It
contributes about 13.5% of the country’s total
greenhouse gas emissions, with road transport
alone making up over 88% (International Energy
Agency (IEA, 2020). Nearly 90% of passenger
travel and 70% of freight movement are
dependent on roads, with trucks responsible for
38% of CO2 emissions (IEA, 2023).

Domestic aviation accounts for around 4%,
while coastal and inland shipping adds to the
emissions load but is significantly less than the
road freight movement. Government policies
envisage a rapid expansion by 2030 —cargo and
passenger movement on inland waterways is set
to triple, and coastal shipping cargo movement
will increase by 1.2 times. This growth not only

Sovini Mondal

is a Research
Associate at the
National Council of
Applied Economic
Research (NCAER),
New Delhi

Sanjib Pohit

is Professor at the
National Council of
Applied Economic
Research (NCAER),
New Delhi

India’s logistics
sector, which is
one of the most
carbon-intensive
in the world,
needs to
undergo a green
transformation

fuels economic momentum but also maintains its
scalability and sustainability goals.

However, this issue is not just restricted to
road freight movement. The warehousing sector,
which supports freight movement, is another
major emitter. Together, these factors create a
pressing issue. How we strike the right balance
between growth and sustainability is the
question. The time to act is now.

Futuristic approaches

Global examples provide a strong foundation for
this transition, with countries such as China and
the United States successfully shifting freight
transport from road to rail. Rail freight
significantly reduces emissions compared to road
transport. China has invested heavily in
expanding its rail network, and the share of the
railways is almost 50%. The United States has also
embraced this shift, making rail one of the early
decarbonised freight options. India should
enhance the share of the railways in freight
transport to reduce emissions and improve
efficiency — rail has been an early adopter of
electrification and is a more sustainable, almost
zero-carbon emission mode of transport.

Road freight transport cannot be overlooked,
and needs a focused structural change to make it
cleaner. India has already taken a bold step in this
direction with a recent initiative by the Union
Minister for Road Transport and Highways — the
introduction of overhead electric wires along
highways to power electric trucks. The first pilot
project on the Delhi-Jaipur corridor could be a
breakthrough in reducing emissions from freight
movement while ensuring high efficiency and
economic viability.

Coastal shipping and inland waterways have
immense potential for decarbonisation. The
International Maritime Organization (IMO) aims
to slash global shipping emissions by 50% by
2050 (compared to 2008 levels), pushing

industry to adopt cleaner fuels such as ammonia,
hydrogen, LNG, biofuels, methanol, and
electricity. India can fast-track its green transition
by introducing LNG-powered vessels,
solar-assisted electric boats, and even electric or
biofuel-run barges. These emission-cutting steps
can keep freight movement efficient and
sustainable.

Air transport remains one of the hardest
sectors to decarbonise due to its heavy reliance
on refined fuels, making the transition a costly
challenge. However, advancements in sustainable
aviation fuels and efficiency improvements in
other transport modes could help offset
emissions.

Warehousing, often outweaving in the carbon
equation, is another significant contributor to
emissions due to high energy consumption.
Transitioning to renewable energy sources such
as solar, wind, and geothermal power can
drastically cut the carbon footprint of
warehouses.

Moving ahead
Decarbonising India’s logistics sector is not just
about cutting emissions. It is about building a
more competitive, resilient and future-ready
industry. India’s logistics sector is on the brink of
a transformation, and decarbonisation is the key
to ensuring sustainable growth. By scaling up rail
freight, electrifying road transport, adopting
cleaner maritime fuels, and making warehouses
more energy-efficient, India can build a
high-performing logistics network with a reduced
environmental impact. The time to act is now,
and with the right policies and investments, India
can lead the way in creating a cleaner, greener,
and more efficient logistics ecosystem.

The road to a greener future has been paved. It
is now time to accelerate.

The views expressed are personal

Steering the Decarbonisation of India’s Logistics Sector

MR & AT TCCHFH 8T FT SRS $T AT ATl

Viksit Bharat and the Logistics Vision

s sma 3k aifaferw frgfee
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e Viksit Bharat is not just a vision; it is a commitment to building a stronger, self-reliant
India by 2047.

TenTacT TR harel Ueh gfS¢ 81 §; TE 2047 aF Tah ATqd AR ATcATAIR R TATeT
RICEEURIE

e Atits core lies inclusive development, ensuring that growth reaches every citizen,
every business, and every region.

3H% Aol & gAreh R 8, S 75 giAaRad aar & 6 e & anmiis, & sgaam sk
& &1 T Ig |

o Alarge, efficient, and future-ready logistics sector is essential to achieve this goal.
S TIET T UTed A & Tl Ueh 93T, Faar 3R srfasy & v IR aifafeay &=

39T ¢

e From seamless supply chains to last-mile connectivity, logistics is the backbone of
equitable and sustained progress.

FaTe 3TYfet AEen3it & S AT BR aF At FATFAE T, Ao Eeara Fae IR Faa
gfa s gl

Environmental Priority in Logistics
Al eeFd H JITGI0T HY WTATRASAT ST

o While infrastructure, efficiency, and accessibility are crucial, the environment is a non-
negotiable priority for a resilient and future-ready logistics network.

STSIfeh g, gaTel 3R uge Fgcaqul €, Ueh a3k srfasar & fare daw e fesw
Aead & ToIT qATIROT Teh IREH TrAafAFHar g |

o India’s logistics sector is now among the most carbon-intensive in the world.
HI T ST TECTHE &1 3 G o HaW IHfAF FdeT Icwoter arar &=t 7 AT ¢

e India aims for net-zero carbon emissions by 2070, making green transformation of
logistics essential.

TR T I&T 2070 dF AC-SARY HIaA IcHold &7 &, TTTT dltol [ ecad H gRd IRadT

39T I ST &

e This transformation must cover transportation, warehousing, and supply chain
emissions.

Ig IRactel IRagsT, I3 fAr 3T Irqfet s{@ar o Schsier dhr AfFer e =gy

Carbon Cost of Mobility

rferefierar &Y s1deT deTa
e The logistics sector is heavily impacted by carbon emissions, especially from oil
combustion.
Ao fEeeare a1 Freer 3cqaie, AV der &gt @ U e venfad 1
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e It contributes about 13.5% of India’s total greenhouse gas emissions.
Tg R & Pl MeAeT3H I ScHSIT T IS 13.5% ATl ST &
e Road transport alone accounts for over 88% of this emission.
$ad TSH UREe & 3T 3cqole T 88% A 38+ BEar T@ar &1
o Nearly 90% of passenger travel and 70% of freight movement rely on roads.
STITHT 90% T ITAT 3T 70% ATT IRGgT TSH W AT &1
e Trucks are responsible for 38% of CO, emissions in road transport.
HsF IRGET 7 € 38% CO, IcTaid & fov oFaAeR &1

e Domestic aviation contributes around 4%, while coastal and inland shipping add
lesser but still notable emissions.

W], AT SRT3RT 4% AFTETT FAT §, STateh adiar A sradefiar R off aher aferer
HEcaquT ScHotel el ¢

e Government policies plan to triple inland waterway traffic and increase coastal cargo
by 1.2 times by 2030.

AT AT 2030 T HAGAHT FTAT ATATAT Y et [T 3R T Fraf Y 1.2 T[T
FGTeT T ST FAT T & |
e This growth supports both economic momentum and sustainability goals.

I% geftr anfis afa 3R waa Rwrr e Qe @ FH &

Warehousing and Emissions
e R 3R e

e The warehousing sector, which supports freight movement, is another major carbon
emitter.

AT eITS ol THLA el dTell AAET3AT & 311 Teh THW FeleT 3N o |

o Together, road freight and warehousing create a pressing environmental issue.
HSF AT TRTE 31 RREEFRT Aaw v 73T gaiaoiiT gawar der v £

e Balancing growth and sustainability is the key challenge.

faprar 3R e & S deret STl vogE gaiteh 2|

The Time to Act Is Now
T HFT A FTHAT &

o There is an urgent need to decarbonise India’s logistics sector to ensure a resilient,
inclusive, and sustainable growth model.

R & AT TECTHH 81T FT SIPTTATSARNT AT AL ¢ ik Uk oelierr, FaTaeh 3R
Fad e Afse giARed f&har o @ |
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Futuristic Approaches

sfasgarer geehioT

Global examples provide a strong foundation for the transition to a greener logistics
sector.

3R IETERT AT ECFH 817 FT TR Tl 3 oI Teh AT TR FeTeT F & |

Countries like China and the United States have successfully shifted freight
transport from road to rail.

et 3 TgFT T IARET SN Sl 7 AT TRaEeT T WSF F I Y 3 TR FA

H herdr grod FI g
Rail freight significantly reduces emissions compared to road transport.
YT AT IRAgeT, T IRAGe Y Jololl 7 ScHoieT H FTHT §G b HHA HIAT S|

China has made heavy investments in rail network expansion, and the railways share
is nearly 50%.

T o YoT Acash & TaTaR & o fAder fonam &, 31k Yo i ReAgr)y dmsar 50% 21
The United States has also made rail one of the early decarbonised freight options.
T T IANHT o 8 IoT &1 IRIAF SFreaizges AT el 7 § T S |

India should increase the share of railways in freight transport to cut emissions and
improve efficiency.

R &Y 3cToleT e Fla 3R 28T sl & foIT A IRagT 7 Tora i ffeder) JerE!
Euy

Rail is a sustainable and almost zero-carbon mode of transport due to early adoption
of electrification.

¥el, Faegfaienor & YR 3U2T & HROT, Ueh Hatd AR STeier ed-Hraer IRaget qrerel
gl

Reforming Road Freight Transport
HsF ATl IRae H FUR

Road freight cannot be ignored and needs structural reforms to make it cleaner.
g5 AT URAGT T ASRIIGIST 8] TohdT ST TehdT iR 5 FITS Follet & fT GAATCHS
FURT 1 HTTLFHAT &

India has taken a bold step with the introduction of overhead electric wires for electric
trucks.

HRA o gAfFes Tl & TU Aates g art T Y31 i Teh AEfAF Fed 3o 8|

The first pilot project is on the Delhi-Jaipur corridor, which could be a breakthrough
in reducing freight emissions.

Yg el IIIee Siaiae fGee-SaqY FINSR W 8, Sl ATl TRage H IcqoteT H Fla A Uh
a9 39T & Hohahl &1
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e This project aims to ensure high efficiency and economic viability.

Ig YRS 3o G&TaT AR M sqagrdar Giafad siel o1 8 Wl B

Decarbonising Coastal and Inland Waterways

a9 3 radeiT STt FT AFEAEAUT

e Coastal shipping and inland waterways have huge potential for decarbonisation.
AT R 3t sradelT STaAmlt 7 S S IR FHEATT 2

e The International Maritime Organization (IMO) plans to reduce global shipping
emissions by 50% by 2050.
IS AL WIrae (IMO) 1 18 § fo 2050 a1 3w RAfdiar sewsier #1 50% a&
& faar S|

e This move is encouraging the industry to adopt cleaner fuels like ammonia, hydrogen,
LNG, biofuels, methanol, and electricity.

g FHGH 36T FI AR, FIFSS, LNG, 3t $ueT, Ayarer 3R fasrelt S Taeo $u=it
Y AT & foIT ARG T @ &

e India can accelerate the green shift by using LNG-powered vessels, solar-assisted
electric boats, and biofuel-run barges.

HRA LNG Tiford Sigrslt, TR-HgrIdr IIod gafaes a3, 3R sta §4ar @ ot arer aret
& 39T I gRA SgolTd T oIoT I ThdT 8|

e These measures will ensure efficient and sustainable freight movement.

43U Fae AR T Al IR FoATRec |

Challenges in Air Transport Decarbonisation

arg aRager & SFraegorere 7 gaAtfaar

e Air transport is one of the hardest sectors to decarbonise due to heavy reliance on
refined fuels.

arg IRase, TRsFa §uat o 9 A9Rar & FROT aad Fioe &l 7 ¥ v § o
SIeRITS ST el el & |

e The transition is expensive, but sustainable aviation fuels and efficiency
improvements may help.

Ig URG HE &, AfdheT Taa AT §ee iR ga7aT UR ST TERIar X Tahd ¢ |

Greening the Warehousing Sector

A3 AT AT F g I

e Warehousing is a significant carbon emitter due to high energy usage.

G, 35T FaAT WU & HNUT AGAYYT FTeIeT 3cHAS o |
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Switching to renewable energy sources such as solar, wind, and geothermal can cut
emissions drastically.

AR, vaet 3 sardir S Ao FST @l 1 3R dgoTa Schole i HIBT FHA FT
qFaT g |

Moving Ahead
A AT

Decarbonising logistics is not just about cutting emissions — it is about creating a
competitive, resilient, and future-ready sector.

AT TECFH FT NRTAATSHNAT haol ScHoleT HH Tl & [T o781, Sfodh Ueh Ffaeqelf, s=her
3 7Sy & faw R & 59 & faw &1

India’s logistics sector is on the verge of transformation, and decarbonisation is the key
to sustainable growth.

Rl T AT &1 IREdT & FIR W 8, iR Shelgoier Tad famra T it 8|

By boosting rail freight, electrifying road transport, using clean maritime fuels, and
improving warehouse energy efficiency, India can reduce environmental impact.

Yol ATl IREET HT TIHT, WS TRAG T [AGIFAFIT 3%, Fa=a WA $Ual HT 3qNT
FIF, R IAET3H Y FAT ZATAT YURH, HRA GITNONG TG T had T Tehell & |

The time to act is now. With the right policies and investments, India can lead the
world in creating a cleaner, greener, and more efficient logistics ecosystem.

I FE FIA T HAT ¢| T ahferat i fordrer & @y 9 Faes, e 3 arfas Farer
diforfeead R Pufadr dx a1 7 gferm 1 Aqea T Fhar g
The road to a greener future is ready — now it’s time to accelerate.

R #fasT &Y TF IR § — 319 3@ I F FT GAT B
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[cs Paper 1l

The Hindu Bureau
MANESAR, HARYANA

Union Minister of Electron-
ics and Information Tech-
nology Ashwini Vaishnaw
said Indian electronics ma-
nufacturers benefit from
reliability and a respect for
foreign firms’ intellectual
property (IP) rights. “In
the last 10 years, produc-
tion [of electronics] in In-
dia has increased five times
to T lakh crore,” Mr.
Vaishnaw said.

The Minister was in Ma-
nesar for much of the day
to inaugurate the Surface
Mount Technology (SMT)
line of VVDN Technolo-
gies, a firm that works on
assembly operations for
products like servers, lap-
tops, printed circuit
boards (PCBs), and CCTV
cameras.

SMT is a technology to
embed smaller compo-
nents on PCBs. The firm
has over 5,000 staff in Ma-
nesar to work on electron-
ics manufacturing.

In India, “we have talent
that can be used in design
capabilities,” Mr. Vaishnaw
said, pointing to VVDN’s
workforce. “There are
three levels of workforce
required in electronics ma-
nufacturing,” he said: on-
site workers who can be
trained quickly from
ground up, precision tool-
ing engineers and design-
ing advanced components.

For the last bit, Mr.
Vaishnaw said, electronic
design automation tools
had been acquired by the
government and given free
of cost to 240 universities.

Indian Electronics Manufacture Trusted for
Respecting IP

dleftre Tuer F1 TFATT X & AT AT sFeiiaay
fa#ToT WX s

Union Minister of Electronics and Information Technology
Ashwini Vaishnaw said that Indian electronics
manufacturers benefit from reliability and a respect for
foreign firms’ intellectual property (IP) rights.

FAT AT AR gaar s 75 3Rash dsora 3 wa
& SR seraeiioad fAATar et Rraweiar i [geh
Hufaal Y digfs Fuar (IP) 3RAFRT FT FFART FI F FROT
TS 9ToT I ¢

. “In the last 10 years, production of electronics in India has increased five
times to ¥11 lakh crore,” Mr. Vaishnaw said.

A dsuTa 7 T, “FATel 10 Tt 7 A A gFelead eurest 5 AT Sga{ 11
A FUS & AT l”

. The Minister was in Manesar for much of the day to inaugurate the
Surface Mount Technology (SMT) line of VVDN Technologies.

A feoTeR AR & NNHAva Fatdrest S FTHT ATST SFATelell (SMT) TSt
I 3eHTCH el & ToIT Hiolg

. VVDN Technologies works on assembly operations for products like
servers, laptops, printed circuit boards (PCBs), and CCTV cameras.

ddifiesr Sa=ATaTSiT ST FRIGTT GO, dqer, fies affe a1 (didid), 3k
A 353 SHY Scurel T ISl HeTersT A ST g |
. SMT is a technology used to embed smaller components on PCBs.

SMT Teh U deheileh & Torgent 3uATeT il 9X BT "eah ol g & fow far
ST &

. The firm has over 5,000 staff in Manesar working in electronics
manufacturing.

AT & 9T AR A 5,000 & 310 FHAART § ST geiaeiiasdd HaATr J s
gl

. Mr. Vaishnaw said that India has talent that can be used for design
capabilities, referring to VVDN’s workforce.
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mmg,m%mm@¢m@mawm§uW|

e “There are three levels of workforce required in electronics manufacturing,” he said:
3ol gl Toh SAFEIaFH AT I el TORT T FRIATFA HT HTGLTRAT gl &
e —Onsite workers who can be trained quickly from the ground up.

— HISE X HTF FI& dTel FAARY, e Y& A &1 2erar @ GiRATE T fohar S Hevell &1

- Precision tooling engineers.

— & YT S|

— Designers of advanced components.

— 3eeTd HEHI & f3ATST|

o For advanced design work, electronic design automation tools have been acquired by
the government and provided free of cost to 240 universities.

IeTd f3ATesT F1 & foU, @R o goacias fSelrse AreAerT gou ured fhv § 3 3¢
240 Tareafaezreral &1 far:Qes 3ucrsts AT AT &
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A welcome move

Arbitrary takedown orders on
Wikipedia will stifle flow of information

he Supreme Court, in quashing the Delhi
T High Court’s orders against Wikimedia to

take down a Wikipedia page on the basis
of a defamation case filed by the news agency,
Asian News International (ANI), has set right an
error by the High Court. A High Court judgment,
passed on April 2, allowed the taking down of the
Wikipedia page by saying that the statements
were defamatory and were not a verbatim repro-
duction of the text in the references that it quot-
ed; that the references were themselves “edito-
rials” or “opinionated articles” and that being an
encyclopaedia, Wikipedia carried a “higher res-
ponsibility”. The reasoning is problematic as the
references are based on long form reporting and
quotes from independent investigators, and are
not “opinions” or “editorials” as the High Court
made them out to be. The Court has clearly dif-
fered with the High Court’s reasoning by observ-
ing that the takedown order was based on too
wide a prayer, and noted that the directions to re-
move all false, misleading and defamatory con-
tent were too broadly worded. The Bench has
now directed the news agency to make a fresh
plea to the High Court pointing out specific por-
tions to be removed from the webpage. The fact
that Wikipedia is an Internet intermediary which
enjoys safe harbour provisions as the content
creation and moderation are handled by users of
its site should suggest that any wide-ranging take-
down order could punish the very model on
which the encyclopaedia operates.

Wikipedia is a community-driven encyclopae-
dia freely available on the Internet and is main-
tained by volunteers across the world. Even if the
quality of articles is not uniform, their editors
generally include experts and Wikipedia allows
users to edit the content provided they stick to
site guidelines. Disputes on content leading to
“editing wars” are generally resolved by discus-
sions on the page and measures such as placing
the page on “extended confirmed protection” or
“full protection”, allowing only “extended con-
firmed users” for the former and administrators
for the latter to make changes. These users are
not selected by Wikimedia but elected by com-
munity members based on their prior editing ac-
tivity and reputation. These processes have en-
sured a significant degree of reliability on the
encyclopaedia, even as it has become a reposito-
ry of more than 62.95 million articles in over 350
languages. In asking for the takedown of articles
by interpreting critical information as defama-
tion and by even threatening penal action against
Wikipedia, judicial actions could unwittingly lead
to the stifling of open discussion of entities on the
encyclopaedia, thereby acting against the inter-
est of the free flow of information.

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
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A Welcome Move
Teh TAETd AT HeH

The Supreme Court has overturned the Delhi High
Court's order that directed Wikimedia to take
down a Wikipedia page based on a defamation
case filed by Asian News International (ANI).

FHH FIE A TRAAT 7T geTAAT (AN]) GIRT GRT
AT & ATAS & YR W AfFAETr Fr _Rfedizar
U ge1a T fader 3 arel feeelt 318 1 & meer #1 i5g
& feami

e This action by the Supreme Court corrected a legal error made by
the High Court.

GIIH FHIE A S/ HRATS A §TS HIE GART T IS FTefeit Jfe 1 Slh
foram|
o The High Court’s judgment, passed on April 2, justified the

takedown by claiming that the statements were defamatory and not
verbatim reproductions of their references.

2 3t &1 9T 818 :E & haa o7 I far [ 3907 Fa=
ATEIASRS I 3R 37 GIdr Fr anfegs gfafai g7

e The High Court also stated that the references were merely
editorials or opinionated articles, and since Wikipedia is an
encyclopaedia, it has a higher responsibility.

TS SIC oF g 3T gl Toh TeaT haol UG IT IF-ATRT o o,
3R i fafrdifsar v faegenter &, safav 38 W 3rfs fraer

T B

e This reasoning is flawed, as the references were based on long-
form reporting and quotes from independent investigators, not
personal opinions.

Ig e Ffeqol &, Fiifer Heey o Raféar Aat 3R FadT srawaiat &
IR0 W 3R &, 7 & saferaera T |

e The Supreme Court found that the takedown order was based on

a broad prayer, and the directions to remove all false, misleading,
and defamatory content were too vague.
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GATH I o 91T T ST GeTod T RN Tl SATTeh e[ T TR 27, 3R 37, amarsh
3R ATTEIAERE ATl o @ e sreafie e |

e The Bench has now instructed the news agency to submit a fresh plea identifying
specific portions to be removed.

379 N5 & AR TSIEY T 7S ATTRHT SR T ! gl § Tords ALy 3720 T gerey Fr
AT FT AT

Wikipedia as an Internet Intermediary

SeTaE FETEY & w9 & RfEh

o Wikipedia functions as an Internet intermediary and benefits from safe harbour
provisions, as content is created and moderated by its users.

faferdifEar v getae Aeavy & &9 A T § 3R QAT A1 graurat 4 erenfead
gidT &, Fifh AT 3T SURTHRATIAT GaRT TeATs IR Furfed Hr ST g

e A broad takedown order could harm the fundamental model of how Wikipedia
operates.

Teh SATYeh geTal T JHTeer AT & HeT Alsel  FH AT TgaT Tehell T

e Wikipedia is a community-driven encyclopaedia, maintained by volunteers globally
and freely available on the Internet.

faferdifsar v aferfe w0 & Fefard Regsrer &, S gfaamsr & Taadaw qary 3=
TG ST § AR geTeie W oo 3uerstr g

e Even though article quality varies, many editors are experts, and anyone can edit
content by following site guidelines.

gTelifeh oIGi shY J[UTAT 3ETIT-37eTT BT Hehell &, WHehel g HaTeeh fawst g1 &, A 1S o
T wrse feanfadan &1 arelet siah arHel Eurfed T Hehar &1

e Content disputes leading to editing wars are usually resolved through discussions and
measures such as “extended confirmed protection” or “full protection.”

HaTea faaret ot 3t o Tt iR “Rvaia gite grar ar “qot grar S Ut &
AT  GoASTAT ST &

o “Extended confirmed protection” allows only experienced users, and “full protection”
restricts edits to administrators.

“freaTRa qite geam Saor Ireqerd) saaterdaiait 1 3rgafa & 8, stafes “qof geam #
hdol YATHS & UG T Thdl g |

e These users are elected by the Wikipedia community, based on editing history and
reputation, not by Wikimedia Foundation.

¥ sqAtrdl fafrdfEar aeerr gary 3o duree gfaer 3k wfasst & 3R @ g s
g, 1 5 Tafrahif3ar w3seet gart Pged fave o &1

e Due to these mechanisms, Wikipedia maintains a significant level of reliability,
housing over 62.95 million articles in 350+ languages.
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Threats to Free Flow of Information
AT F {Fd JaTg T T

e Using judicial action to interpret critical information as defamation and threatening
penal consequences can suppress open discussion on Wikipedia.

=TAF FATE CIRT AGeaqVT ATHHR) T AT & T 7 SITEATAS HIAT 3R G
qRoTTHT T et &, faferdifsar ox et ==t Y gar wear §1

Such actions go against the free flow of information, which is central to an open and
democratic Internet.

SH YR I HRATSAT Yool & HFT Ja18 & 3%y &, Sl T Gt 3R dAiwaifya sewae 6 Ja
qTaAT & |

TOPICS COVERED (PCS Special)

1. Life under the Big Top and Beyond
THT & e 7 F A Y Sigan 3tk 33 3mar

2. U.S. Judge Limits Musk’s DOGE Access to Social
Security Data

AR FarTeher & AT Y DOGE TorH! it wraATfores geam
?,aa?qg?rm?ra?r
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As the circus industry heads to its sunset years, Nainu Oommen meets a few former
artistes at their camps and homes in Kannur to rekindle the memories of their golden
days in the ring and on the trapeze. April 19 is World Circus Day.

pcs

ying on his bed cushioned with folded

sheets and towels, Babutty, the yeste-

ryear star among the circus artistes of

Thalassery, vividly remembers the day
ife changed forever.

It was the 28th day of September, 2002. A
youthful Babutty, dressed in flashy costumes,
enthusiastically waved to the crowd from the cir-
cus ring. The crowd roared back in appreciation
on seeing the ‘superstar’ of the circus ring. The
galleries of Gemini Circus in Gwalior, Madhya
Pradesh, were packed to capacity.

He was to perform a cross-passing routine, a
daring act in which one performer swings up on
the ropes while the other comes down, with the
help of two catchers set to catch and release the
artistes.

Unfortunately, while swinging down, one per-
former failed to let go of the catcher on time,
forcing them to grab Babutty with only one
hand. The catcher couldn’t hold him. As his grip
loosened, Babutty suddenly slipped out of the
catcher’s hand and fell on the side of the net on
his back.

hi

His world comes crashing down

A moment of deafening silence ensued. Then the
crowd let out a collective gasp. There w;
everywhere. The world came to a stan
Babutty.

“When I regained consciousness, I could feel
a numbness down my spine. I tried in vain to
move my limbs,” recalls a worn-out Babutty,
who has been bedridden for 23 years.

It was poverty that drove him and his elder
sister, Sheela, to the circus owned by his neigh-
bour M.V. Sankaran, the founder of Gemini Cir-
cus. “Back in those days, there would be five or
six children in a family, and one or two would be
sent to the circus. These children would work
there, and their parents would raise the other
children with the earnings from the circus,” ex-
plains N.K. Vijayendran, a jor circus artiste,
sitting next to Babutty.

now a ian, was
born into the circus. His parents, Raghavan and
Devaki, were circus artistes. “My father owned
Ranjini Circus. Of my 10 siblings, only I joined
the circus,” recounts Ramanathan, as he limps
back home along the country roads of Thalas-
sery. The fall he suffered a few days ago has left
him partially limping. Ramanathan is now a sha-
dow of his better years. So is the circus industry.

SC order, a bolt from the blue

The downfall of the Indian circus, say elder ar-
tistes, began 14 years ago when the Supreme
Court banned the employment of children and
adolescents below 18 years in circus.

‘This left the circus camps populated with
greying artistes, with some taking up jobs
as trainers. The local artistes were re-
placed with those from Nepal, Africa
and Russia.

“Sankarettan (M.V. Sankaran)
treated us like his own children.
The company regularly
brought us food and clothes
and paid a weekly allo-
wance. The food was great
as well. On Sundays, we
feasted on chocolate,”
remembers
Ramanathan.

K. Narayanan, once popularly known as ‘Fly-

QQ ing Trapeze’ Narayanan, joined the circus when

he was a Class 5 student. “I did not want to study

We at that age. Also, we didn’t have enough resourc-

performedin | es to meet my educational expenses” says
alaysia a Narayanan.

Makysia and For many women like Vijayalakshmi, a native

'\"_“?“'I_mr"' of Thalassery, who didn't pursue her education,
places we ajob at the circus was an opportunity to earn an
wouldnever | income, She joined the Great Oriental Circus at
have gone the age of four. Her aunt took her there.
otherwise. .
Ourshows | Seeing the world through circus
wercheldin | She remembers how the job took her to places
almost all such as Malaysia and Su_lgapure where she
SisiRos wouldn’t have gone otherwise. “We travelled all
MAOr Cities | across India and performed in almost all major
inIndia cities,” she says.
VIJAYALAKSHMI iste, who once used to do balancing

who joined Great
Oriental Circus at
theage of four

bicycles on tightly stretched ropes,
recalls bringing home a Panasonic radio after a
Singapore tour a few decades ago and how her
family and neighbours flocked to it.

Uma Devi, a native of Thalassery, who grew
up watching her father, Koran, train other circus
artistes, faced stiff resistance when she ex-

ssed her desire to be a circus artiste. Her per-
tence won, and she eventually joined the in-
dustry. However, Uma was asked to quit the ring
at the age of 19, as her father wanted her to get
married and settle down. A few years later, Uma
tied the knot with a circus artiste, ‘Springnet’
Narayanan, who was also not keen on her conti-
nuing in the circus.

Fate willed otherwise as Narayanan was se-
riously injured during a practice session of the
team in Patna. “He was badly wounded in the ac-
cident. I still remember taking him to a nearby
hospital, all drenched in blood,” recounts Uma.

Narayanan had to undergo prolonged medi-
cal treatment, and poverty forced their children,
Reena and Preeja, aged four and six, to join cir-
cus. “I performed in the ring for 20 more years.
With the little money that I earned, I funded my
husband’s treatment and married off my daught-
ers,” she says. Yet, she’s far from being content-
ed. “I couldn’t save anything for old age.”

Meagre monthly pension
Many artistes got parcels of land from the circus
owners. Vijayalakshmi is one among them and
she built a house on the holding. Some feel the
circus artistes from Kerala are relatively bet
ter off than their counterparts in other
States, thanks to the government decision to
provide them a monthly pension of ¥1,600.
In Kerala, as many as 1,113 retired circus ar-
tistes are being offered the pension, says P.
Vishnuraj, Director of Sports and Youth
TS,

Affai

Circus artistes, however, point
out how difficult it is to thrive
on such a meagre amount.
“Medicines and  allied
health-care expenses and the
cost of living have shot up,”
says Babutty.

An earlier attempt by the
Kerala Sangeetha Nataka
Akademi to provide circus
artistes with a medical insu-

rance scheme had not
made any headway. Di-
vya S. lyer, Director of

Tales of many hues: (clockwise from top)
Trapeze artistes perform at the Great Bombay Circus in
Thiruvananthapuram in 2022; Babutty, who was once the
star of Gemini Circus; Nalini and Ramanathan, a circus
artiste couple share their memories; K. Narayanan, who
was popular as ‘Flying Trapeze’ Narayanan in his heyday.
SREEJITH R KUMAR, NAINU OOMMEN

Cultural Affairs, hopes to revive the proposal.
“We can take a re-look at the proposal for an in-
surance scheme,” she says.

The downward slide of circuses and the ar-
tistes’ lives was accelerated by the government
decision to ban the use of animals in the trade in
the late 90s.

Circus’s proud processions
‘Though many units replaced animals with robot-
ic ones, the move didn’t hold much charm for
circus enthusiasts. Industry veterans say that the
excitement of hing elephants, bears, and
lions perform is missing when robotic animals
present the same acts.
“People used to come to the circus mostly to

Life under the Big Top and Beyond_
THA & Ve AT F oA Fir foreei 3 379& 3mar

When I regained consciousness after
the fall from the trapeze. | could feel a
numbness down my spine. I tried in
vain to move my limbs

BABUTTY

Trapeze artiste bedridden for 23 years after a fall

watch the wild animals from close quarters,” re-
counts K.P. Rajan, a trainer and mechanic with
Jumbo Circus. rlier, we had 18 elephants at
Jumbo Circus. Lions, bears, monkeys, and par-
rots were among the company’s proud posses-
sions. The ban on animals has hit us hard,” says
Rajan, sitting in a tent of the Jumbo Circus camp
at Payyannur, Kannur, even as workers busily
wrap up and load the circus properties into
trucks.

Barring the big industry names like Gemini,
Jumbo, Apollo, and Great Bombay Circus, most
of the other players have left the scene for good.
“The smaller circus groups in north India are
struggling to stay afloat,” says E. Ravindran, a
trainer with Jumbo Circus.

“Life has gone out of this industry, which is in
its sunset years. It's only a matter of time before
the remaining companies too down the curtains.
There are no new artistes, practice sessions, or
trainers. The end is approaching fast,” he adds.

Divya says circus has remained stagnant for
long. “The industry couldn’t keep up with the
changing times. It needs to reinvent itself to stay
relevant for the younger audience,” says the
bureaucrat.

A bit too late for revival

P.R. Nisha, author of the book Jumbos and Jump-
ing Devils: A Social History of Indian Circus feels
that it might be too late for the revival of the in-
dustry.

“I feel it’s quite difficult for the circuses to re-
cover from the impact of the ban on employing
children and animals. Both decisions have spelt
doom for the industry,” she says.

Even veteran artistes admit that circus has lost
its charm, which is nearly impossible to restore.
“Circus doesn’t thrill us any more,” admits Nali-
ni, a former artiste of the Great Rayman Circus.

Gone are the days when the arrival of the cir-
cus team in a town or the countryside created
ripples in the area and people queued up to buy
tickets. Like its greying artistes, the industry too
is slowly yielding to the inevitable. Yet, the lega-
cy left by the artistes and the art form should live
long.

April 19 is World Circus Day
19 3rter freg W feaw &

A Life-Changing Fall
& it ager &=t arelt fAmae
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Babutty, a former circus star from Thalassery, recalls how his life changed on
September 28, 2002, during a performance at Gemini Circus in Gwalior. a@@ﬁ S

ATEA & qd THE HATHR g, ITG FYd ¢ 19 28 FAdaR 2002 F1 7arforR & SAfdeh w&a
A ygeiet & aNIeT 3oTehr fofeal & sger a8

During a cross-passing routine, a mistake by a fellow performer caused Babutty to fall,
hitting the side of the net on his back. Te ShI-UTRAT TEXT & SRTeT Ueh T FHelThR FHr

el { ST STl & fFaR I fis & 9o PR 93|

The accident left him bedridden for 23 years, as he could not move his limbs after the

fall. 3 GEEaTT o dTe; a9 23 a1 & RFa o a8 §, i1 a8 391 3797 =71 ferelr Tah|

Joining Circus due to Poverty

I & FROT THA F 31T

Babutty and his sister Sheela joined the circus owned by M.V. Sankaran, the founder of

Gemini Circus, due to poverty. STgeeT 3 3eTeh ageT el o It & HRoT AR THw
o HEUTIh TH. Y. AFIOT & Fhe F S[5Ta foharm|

N.K. Vijayendran, a senior artiste, explains that families with 5-6 children often sent
one or two to work in circuses to support the others. Tel. &. [ AegeT, Teh aRTS FHTPR

Id1a & T 517 IRaRT 7 5-6 a2 81 &, § Ueh-ar I=di ! Thd & A7 &0 & drfes arehr
STl T UTelaI-9T90T &1 o |

Born into the Circus Life

Hg siiaeT # Sed

Ramanathan, now in his 70s, was born to circus artistes Raghavan and Devaki. Out of
10 siblings, only he joined the circus. 378 70 & &2 & Il 1§ IHONYA T STod Jhd

aw»rrasrﬁm:raﬁraaﬁa:mgmml 10 HTE-ag=1 & U hdol daT g H I1T|
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o Arecent fall left him limping, and he represents the decline of both artistes and the
circus industry. mﬁrﬁ@ﬁ?ﬁtaswagmwww%, 3R g FamRY 3R
HHH 3TN alell & TeleT o1 Jcileh o |

Supreme Court Order Impact

A FIE F ITSA FT FoTT

e The Supreme Court banned employment of children below 18 years in circuses 14

years ago. 14 |Tel ggel, 1A FIE o Fhdll A 18 ATl ¥ FH 37 F qodl oh H1H i W
gfaser o9 fem|

e This led to fewer local artistes and more foreign performers from Nepal, Africa, and
Russia. 3HY TIEHIRT FATHRI HF TE&IT g 315 3R A91eT, 3rP1T 3T T T FoAThRT dhr
AT ¢ TS|

Memories of Good Times

IS FAT HT e

 Ramanathan recalls how M.V. Sankaran treated artistes like his own children, providing
food, clothes, and a weekly allowance. THUTT ATE I ¢ o Sy TH. dY. eHToT

FThRY T 31T T4t ST AT &, 31X 3¢ AT, F92 3R FIeafes o= I Fa A

« Sundays were special with chocolates. IFaR @I dTehae Ao 2, ST @R T 21|

Early Entry into the Circus
T # IRfAF gaer
e ‘Flying Trapeze’ Narayanan joined the circus while in Class 5, as his family couldn’t
afford his education. ‘“FelTgar U’ ARTIVIST = H&IT 5 H YIS BDISH TR SalSeT TohdT

FiTeh IRAR 3oTehT IGIS Tl T Aal 36T b AT|
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o Vijayalakshmi, from Thalassery, joined Great Oriental Circus at the age of 4, taken

there by her aunt. IR FHY RTTeH 7 4 T 7 357 F AT MNNVed TFT a5
R, STeT 3ahr Jid 3% o 1S o

Seeing the World Through the Circus
qHH & ATeIH § gfarar @

e Vijayalakshmi visited countries like Malaysia and Singapore, performing across major

Indian cities. fasrarere#T & AT 3iv RTmgR S1a Geif &1 amm i 3R aRa & vy et
H geoi=T foham|

e She fondly recalls bringing home a Panasonic radio from Singapore, which drew
excitement in her neighborhood. ag aTe & § foh FHITYR @ @18 18 daraiforss WA &
31 Higeo H 3cdTg #X fgar ar|

Struggles of Women in Circus
T # At 1 5y
e Uma Devi, daughter of trainer Koran, faced resistance but joined the circus and later

married ‘Springnet’ Narayanan. 38T &dft, 9TR1aTer et 1 97, TaUer & Srasjg @ 7
A g% 3R a1e; 7 “Resiarete’ AR & Ay |

o Narayanan suffered a serious injury during training in Patna, forcing their daughters
Reena and Preeja, aged 4 and 6, to join the circus. sTRTIUTS &l YeAT H HTRAETOT o GIRTeT

R A o=, Torad 3 afear Ha 31X = (397 4 31 6 A1) FF THT H ST TsT|

e Uma performed for 20 more years to support the family, but regrets not saving for old

age. 3T o 20 3R a6t T THT 7 e ¥ IRaAR Fr Farel, Afhe 3¢ 3rparT g 5
IIEEYT & fAT F& 7 721 7Hh |
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Meagre Pension and Support
A TereT HT AT

e Some artistes, like Vijayalakshmi, were given land parcels by circus owners to build

homes. %8 FellepRT T, S TAeTTe 1, Tt ATl o sTHfieT & g3 v arf 3 =)
T o |

e 1,113 retired circus artistes in Kerala receive a monthly pension of ¥1,600. &l

1,113 QafAgd T FATHRI 1 21,600 AAF Feret (el B

o Artistes complain that this amount is insufficient due to rising medical and living costs.

HAThIR] T geTT & T Tt RfFcaT 3k st Frae 6 dwera & FRoT I8 TR 33T g1

Animal Ban Accelerates Decline

o] wfaeer § e asr

e Government banned use of animals in circuses in the late 1990s. IR o7 1990 &

3UAF & 3d H HAT H JATRT F I9ANT 9T gfaeer oo &am|

e Many circuses tried replacing real animals with robotic ones, but the appeal was lost.

FS FHAT o T SATAGRT T S8 VafEh FATTaR] ol oIy ST HITRALA T, afeheT g2t 1
FHSIT AT 3T

o K.P. Rajan, trainer with Jumbo Circus, recalls how they once had 18 elephants, lions,

bears, and monkeys. &. dt. TS, ST STa WhA H TRIGTH ¢, AT P & [ JoTch ITH HalT
18 greft, AT, #1Te], 3R FE g3 A 2|

Industry on the Brink
IEANT Iclel Y FHIAR T
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Only major names like Gemini, Jumbo, Apollo, and Great Bombay Circus remain;

smaller groups have vanished. &ael SR, SaY, 3rara 3T de aiFcd TFT AT TS a5
U §; OIC §Hg A g aw g |

E. Ravindran, a trainer, says the industry is in its sunset years, with no new artistes
or trainers entering. §. TdgsT, U UTA&TH Fgd & foh Tg 39T 379 3ifaa auf 7 g,
Fifch 1§ AT HATHI AT TIA&TH 81 ITIET & |

Need for Reinvention

JARITAShR T ITaRIHel

Divya S. lyer, Cultural Affairs Director, says the circus has remained stagnant and must
reinvent to attract the younger generation. f&&aT T8 3raR, & fgers wed & fh

T YT g1 a1 § 3R FAaraR T S § of1feh Jar e &bt 3R fomam o w |

Too Late for Revival?
IoIeeR & fav sga a2

P.R. Nisha, author of Jumbos and Jumping Deuvils, feels that bans on children and

animals have made revival very difficult. @Y. 3R, 2N, S7aiT U5 57977 3fdew T Aif@er
T AT § T Fodll AR STeratl I ety = Joee i T Sgcl HfReel a1 fera 1

Even veteran artistes, like Nalini from Great Rayman Circus, admit the charm of

circus is gone. Igl deh & I AT FHF I Jd Folreh Aot 3 AT § o Tha hr
ITHSHAT TcH 8 Th ¢

Once, circus arrivals in towns caused great excitement, but now both the artistes and
the art are fading into history. Teh HHI AT STd HEST H THE & 3ol A T3 ScqFhal gia AT,

AfheT 319 FemPR 3R FaT ST 3BT TAT ST R/ &

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page5 2



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

www.patrioticias.in

WASHINGTON
U.S. judge limits Musk’s DOGE

access to social security data

AP

A federal judge on Thursday has barred Elon Musk’s Department of
Government Efficiency (DOGE) from accessing Americans’ sensitive
Social Security data, citing privacy violations. DOGE staff must
delete any non-anonymised data, and may only receive redacted
records after background checks and privacy training. arp

U.S. Judge Limits
Musk’s DOGE
Access to Social
Security Data

AR Faramefier &
ATH FY DOGE TaH
I ATHATISTH FI&TT SeT
a% Igd HifAd A

o Afederal judge on Thursday
barred Elon Musk’s
Department of Government
Efficiency (DOGE) from
accessing Americans’
sensitive Social Security
data, citing privacy violations.

I&aR T Teh W =grarefier
Tl AT F BurdAe 3w
TgAAT TRRTRAITHY (DOGE) &r
IARS AR F Fageefe

|THAITSH Y& ST b TE el & MUAIAT Seelaal & TR R ek o7 & |

o DOGE staff must delete all non-anonymised data currently in possession.

DOGE ¥I% &1 319+ urd Alsje weft I-aranfara Ser gerem ghom|

e They may only receive redacted records after completing background checks and

privacy training.

376 haol e ST 3N MaAIar wRaTor & are & wnfla Rets ured et & 3gafa

gt
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