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Opposing imposition

Hindi can be promoted without
making it mandatory

ment in Maharashtra that English and

Marathi medium schools will begin teach-
ing Hindi as a third language from Class 1, as part
of the implementation of the National Education
Policy 2020, is running into significant political
opposition. Previously, Hindi was introduced as a
third language only from Class 6 onwards.
Schools with other mediums of instruction have
already been following the three-language formu-
la from Class 1. While some view the announce-
ment as an instance of Hindi imposition, others
fear its potential in undermining Marathi. Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis defended the move,
stating that Hindi serves as an acceptable lan-
guage of communication across India. But there
are concerns about the practical challenges of
this mandate: the extensive logistics involved in
teacher recruitment and training, besides salary
costs. Media reports and social media chatter
have pointed to an emerging hostility towards
Hindi, which could be a response to the per-
ceived imposition. There is resentment that the
move is an effort to appease the sizeable popula-
tion of native Hindi speakers settled in Maharash-
tra. Historically, the State has witnessed a strong
regional political identity, epitomised by the Shiv
Sena since the 1960s. This identity has empha-
sised Marathi pride, cultural assertion, and prior-
itisation of local employment. Yet, unlike Tamil
Nadu, Maharashtra has not exhibited overt hostil-
ity towards Hindi. Even the Shiv Sena, which has
targeted various groups — south Indians, Mus-
lims, and north Indian migrant workers — at diffe-
rent times, did not cultivate animosity towards
Hindi. The current resentment, therefore, seems
less organic and more a product of the BJP’s cen-
tralising agenda, which seeks uniformity in a cul-
turally and linguistically diverse nation.

While the Constitution is unitary in structure,
it recognises and accommodates diversity in
numerous ways. Previous centralising efforts by
Congress governments included the promotion
of Hindi, but there was enough institutional flex-
ibility to balance divergent interests. Though the
BJP now governs with a reduced mandate, it has
managed to secure support from allies for its cen-
tralising vision, provoking resistance in States
such as Tamil Nadu and Maharashtra. Mean-
while, the educational landscape is undergoing a
radical transformation with developments in Al
and neuroscience. Instead of creating divisions,
the Fadnavis government would do well to build
consensus to address the evolving demands of
school and higher education.

T he announcement of the BJP-led govern-
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Opposing imposition: On teaching Hindi in
Maharashtra

AT SITet 1 AL FAgRISE A FEY fA870r W

The announcement by the BJP-led Maharashtra
government to begin teaching Hindi as a third
language from Class 1 in English and Marathi
medium schools, as part of National Education
Policy 2020, is facing significant political
opposition.

HTSTIT-A AT AFRISE TSR GaRT IS fvew sifa
2020 & T 3 3R AWS ATeAHT Tl A Faw 1
¥ & 1 HradY si9T & T F gere Fr gy HY iR
TSt TR T THAT 3T U3 @1 &

. Previously, Hindi was introduced as a third language only
from Class 6 onwards.

uget, &Y &t el 17T & w9 F T FAT 6 F 2w AT AT 2|

o Schools with other mediums of instruction have already
been following the three-language formula from Class 1.

3T ATETAT AT THT G5l U 61 F&T 1§ FHTT FF 7 il T @
gl

o Some critics view this announcement as an act of Hindi
imposition, while others fear it may undermine Marathi.

T Teirereh 8 TNYoTT ot RS Aaar & &9 & ¢@rel 8, Siafeh 3w &t
=T ¥ for SO0 A Y FHASR AT 51 GohaT &1

e Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis defended the move, stating that Hindi is an
acceptable language of communication across India.
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e Concerns remain about the practical challenges of implementing this move, such as
teacher recruitment, training, and salary costs.

ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬂﬁmgﬁﬁﬁaﬁﬁwﬁmaﬁg‘é%ﬂ@ﬁ;ﬁmﬁﬁmﬁ, gfarator,
3R aae @+

e Media reports and social media chatter reflect a growing hostility towards Hindi,
possibly due to its perceived imposition.

#fear Roret 3 wrerer Afar st & {E F ufa s agar ewd &, i doad: sa
AN ST Y RO F S

e There is resentment that this move is aimed at appeasing the large population of
Hindi speakers settled in Maharashtra.

Ig A &1 § 7o T8 e AgRISe 7 a8 T iRt hr a3 e o7 gar w3 F 35T
q 35T IAT§ |

e Maharashtra has a strong regional political identity, symbolised by the Shiv Sena
since the 1960s, rooted in Marathi pride, cultural assertion, and local employment.

HERIS T Ueh AT AT A=At gar o, [ 1960 & gere & R gany gean
T &, Foraed Ay e, Aiefae srffeafda, 3R Furer Ao &t grafAewdr & s B

e However, unlike Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra has not shown open hostility towards
Hindi.
greiifen, affierarg & faudia, Agrrse = & wfar gelt ergar =€t fewrs &1

e Even Shiv Sena, despite targeting various groups like South Indians, Muslims, and
North Indian migrants, did not develop hatred towards Hindi.

Igi e foh et 1, s1e) €1 301 sl gTavor SR, yaeramEl, 3R 3R R yarfaat
ol for=ITeT st g1, e oft 38t fd & wfer q@w a1et wetumam|

e The current resentment appears more driven by the BJP’s centralising agenda, which
promotes uniformity in a culturally and linguistically diverse nation.

TAAT IHAN HTAH $reraT & FiaTor Talst & AR oferar &, S Fiegpfas i e
fafrerar arer der & vawvar 1 gorar S g
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e While the Constitution is unitary in structure, it accommodates diversity in several
ways.

gTelifeh HIAETe 7 TIAAT ThIcHS &, Tg s ol & RATAUdr FF gAfed Far gl

o Earlier Congress governments also promoted Hindi, but allowed institutional
flexibility to balance divergent interests.

qd T FIT TR o o7 Y Y agrar fer o, Aferet 3egiet WEATera areltemyeT o e
@ foed fafde feat & dgere a1 3@
e Though the BJP now governs with a reduced mandate, it has secured support from

allies for its centralising vision, provoking resistance in States like Tamil Nadu and
Maharashtra.

gTelifeh $TTSTUT 31 T SAATa T & ATY AT T TGT 8, T 81 38T 30T For gfeeamior
o fore wgaforat &1 aorder g1fder fora €, ora@ afftaeng 3k wgRrse Sia weat 7 Ry

39 g T 8|
¢ Meanwhile, the educational landscape is evolving rapidly with advances in Al and
neuroscience.

5 oy, e gomrelt & wamé 3R FREEw & fawra & Ay s A aRad & T &

Instead of creating divisions, the Fadnavis government should focus on building consensus
to meet the changing needs of  school and higher education.

faemrater YT e Y ST, BEUTAN WK S Tel 3R 3T RNaT Y aEerct SRl B QU S
F TIT HgATA 1 U &A1 ST TR T

TOPICS COVERED GS Paper II: Polity, Governance, and International
Relations)

1. Order in T.N. Governor Case Doesn’t Apply to Kerala,
Centre Argues in SC

affeTs & TsadTe AT 7 31U A W AN LT g, FE
o gl FIE 7 FaT

2. Supreme Court Debate: Applicability of Tamil Nadu
Governor Verdict to Kerala
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FHH FIE A q6H0: ATATATZ TSAYTeT ATHAA HT HTel I AT

gIIT T sTgl

3. Vance Calls for Closer Ties Between U.S. and India in
Defence and Energy Sectors

AR 3 4R & i 81 3R FaT & 7 gferse gaui Hi
gHTeld; aIg

4. U.K. Rejected Extradition of Bhandari, ED Tells Court
foreeT of 7S & YeIdor ¥ AT SR, $31 A 31eTard F IarAT

5. Saudi Arabia is a Force of Positivity and Stability: Modi
TSI INT FHRIcASAT 3R FEuar i afFa §: A

6. Matters that count: On criticisms of the Supreme Court
HEAqOT Hea: GUIA FIE HY JTelreait W

7. A move that endangers the right to vote
FAAGHH & FTAFR I @A A STele ATAT FEH

8. Exploring India’s Potential in the Arctic Region
HTHTEH 8T H HR H THTG31T H @

9. Section 69 of the BNS is redundant
AT #ATT AT Y 4T 69 AN 8

10. EU’s Far-Right vs Judiciary Conflict
T W 7 STRITTY FATH AT T FT T

11. India’s Political Infodemic: Notes from Five State
Elections

R Y Toreiifad sHISfAF: gia T gamal § Aew
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Order in T.N. Governor case doesn't
apply to Kerala, Centre argues in SC

S Paper |I: Polit

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Centre maintained in
the Supreme Court on
Tuesday that a judgment
delivered on April 8 in a
case filed by the State of
Tamil Nadu, mandating
Governors and the Presi-
dent to decide on pending
State Bills within a maxi-
mum of three months,
would not apply to neigh-
bouring Kerala.

A Bench of Justices P.S.
Narasimha and Joymalya
Bagchi was told by both At-
torney-General R. Venkata-
ramani and Solicitor-Gen-
eral Tushar Mehta that the
facts of Tamil Nadu’s case
against the delay caused by
its Governor R.N. Ravi in
clearing 10 re-passed Bills
did not “cover” Kerala. Mr.
Mehta said the govern-
ment was still studying the
April 8 Tamil Nadu Gover-
nor case judgment, and
sought an adjournment.
The case was scheduled for
detailed hearing on May 6.

Justice Narasimha said

Address :
Email Id :

Ongoingissue

Kerala’s case against its Governor dates back to over two years

® Kerala had
argued in the
Supreme Court
that keeping Bills

® A Governor is a part of the State Legislature
under Article 168 of the Constitution and cannot
act in a way contrary to the wishes of the elected
representatives of the people

pending for long
and indefinite
periods of time

by Governorsis
manifestly arbitrary

the court would look into
the entirety of the issue, es-
pecially if the Tamil Nadu
Governor case judgment
applied to Kerala. Article
141 of the Constitution
mandates that the law de-
clared by the Supreme
Court in a judgment is
binding.

Mr. Venkataramani said
the difference in the cases
of the two States lay “es-
sentially in the facts”.

Senior advocate K.K. Ve-
nugopal and advocate C.K.

® By sitting on Bills, Governor tried to ‘defeat
the rights of the people’. An arbitrary show of
lack of urgency by the Governor violated the
fundamental right to life of the

people of Kerala

2

Sasi said the deadline set
by the Supreme Court for
Governors and the Presi-
dent to decide whether or
not to grant assent to Bills
would apply across States.

All the Centre had to say
in court was whether the
Kerala Governor was
bound by the Supreme
Court timelines, Mr. Venu-
gopal submitted.

The April 8 judgment
had interpreted Article
200 of the Constitution,
which related to the grant

of assent by Governors to
Bills passed by State Legis-
latures. Delaying assent in-
definitely on the Bills re-
duced these proposed
laws, which voiced the as-
pirations of the people, in-
to mere pieces of paper, it
said.

Kerala’s case against its
Governor dates back to ov-
er two years. In a hearing
on November 20, 2023, Mr.
Venugopal had said eight
key Bills were pending for
eight to 23 months with the
Governor. In the next court
hearing on November 29,
2023, Kerala had informed
the court that the Gover-
nor had assented to one
Bill and referred the re-
maining seven to the Presi-
dent for consideration.

Mr. Venugopal had, ho-
wever, demanded in court
that the Governor explain
if the seven Bills referred to
the President had violated
Article 254 (inconsistency
between Central and State
laws) or whether they had
trenched into the Union
List.

Order in T.N. Governor
Case Doesn’t Apply to
Kerala, Centre Argues
in SC
dfAd=Tg % TsIqTer
ATHS H 3T e W
W] T8 8T, e o oA
HIE A gl

. The Central
Government told the
Supreme Court that the
April 8 judgment in the
Tamil Nadu Governor
case, which required
Governors and the

President to decide on pending State Bills within three months,

does not apply to Kerala.

&g PR & GNA FIE A Fg1 ¥ 8 3 A afAer=g TsFarer A 7
e I Aok, fSs syl it Iseufa Y et AT & i)
afa e st W Aok der srfaard frar amar o, e 9w ey

oTgl gid|

A Bench of Justices P.S. Narasimha and Joymalya Bagchi was informed by
Attorney-General R. Venkataramani and Solicitor-General Tushar Mehta that the
facts of the Tamil Nadu case do not “cover” Kerala’s situation.

arAfd O ww. AT 3R SraATeT anTe Hr fo w Agiitgedr AR, dFeAfor 3R
FITATAET St TR AT of TAAT o AR AAA & T2 I 1 Foufay 1 ‘T 361

FA|

Mr. Mehta said the government is still studying the April 8 judgment and requested an
adjournment.
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2 AEAT o gl foh TXHR 37377 37 8 3rster & AU T 31T X T & 31K FYarer i AT
Eql
e The case is scheduled for detailed hearing on May 6.

S A B e gerar$ 6 7 3 iR )

e Justice Narasimha said the court would examine whether the Tamil Nadu Governor
case judgment also applied to Kerala.

AR FRIAFGT o &gl foh =Tl Ig ST foh 7 AfAeaTg Tsaarel A 7 farokr
el 9T ot Ay BT B

o Article 141 of the Constitution mandates that Supreme Court judgments are binding.
HTAUTT T 3eTeBG 141 Hecl § foh FHier FE & faotar areasill g1d &

o Attorney-General Venkataramani emphasized that the difference between the cases of
Tamil Nadu and Kerala lies “essentially in the facts.”

FETTAEerdT deheTATOr A FIX 2T o affraeng sk e anrel & fa F1 IR AT T4
aeE A gl
e Senior advocate K.K. Venugopal and advocate C.K. Sasi argued that the Supreme

Court deadline for Governors and the President to decide on Bills should apply across
all States.

aRse 3iftraerdr &.3%. Jupearer 3R 3rfRasar @&, el 3 T fear fF Toaarat 3
Treeuiel GaRT fa8gent W 0T ot & glier FIE iy aa-Hiar aoft T2t 93 Ay g
Euy

e Mr. Venugopal said the Centre only needed to clarify whether the Kerala Governor was
bound by the Supreme Court timeline.

A JUENITS =¥ g Toh she; TR Y T Tg TUSC Hetl & fob HTel F AsuTer T FIE
1 FHT - @ 79 go § 71

e The April 8 judgment interpreted Article 200, which relates to Governor’s assent to
State Bills.

8 3riter 1 fAroTar 31T 200 T SITEAT FIAT B, S TdTer @RI fadT=hi H Thpfa 2
? FEfOa ©

e The court observed that indefinite delay in giving assent reduced Bills to mere pieces
of paper, despite representing the aspirations of the people.

3TGTeld o gl Toh ATl l ATARTTRT T TCHIEAT, ST STl ST JTHIATI3T FT G2ATd &,
3¢ A FIETS T TH3T a7 &1 ¥

o Kerala’s case against its Governor has been ongoing for over two years.
T FT ATHAT YT ASTITS o AT &t a8t & HF 677 T ofad g

e On November 20, 2023, Mr. Venugopal stated that eight key Bills were pending with
the Governor for eight to twenty-three months.

20 A 2023 I AT JURENATS o TN o 3TS FAgeaqot AT 316 § A$W 7
AT & 9T difad g
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o By November 29, 2023, the Governor had given assent to one Bill and referred the
remaining seven to the President.

29 AGER 2023 Teh ATUTeT o T e HY Tipfar &1 3R Av 1 et o1 wegafa &
arg A fem|

e Mr. Venugopal demanded that the Governor explain whether the seven referred Bills
violated Article 254 or entered the Union List.

AT UINGTT = HiaT Y o ToFaTer TS A foh T T AT A 7T AT Ireede 254 F1
IEeTEeT ol o AT WY FEAT H §ETaTT I o |

UK. rejected
extradition
of Bhandari,
ED tells court

|GS Paper II: Extradition

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Directo-
rate (ED) on Tuesday in-
formed a Delhi court about
a UK. court denying the
extradition of Sanjay Bhan-
dari to India. Mr. Bhandari,
a defence consultant, who
is wanted on charges of tax
evasion and money laun-
dering, has cited the “un-
safe conditions” in the Ti-
har Jail in Delhi.

Mr. Bhandari’s name
has also cropped up in the
ED’s ongoing probe in a
money laundering case
against Robert Vadra,
brother-in-law of Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi.

The submissions were
made before Special Judge
Neelofer Abida Perveen
during the hearing of a mo-
ney laundering case
against Mr. Bhandari and
others. The Central agency
also submitted that its ap-
plication to declare Mr.
Bhandari a “fugitive” is
currently pending.

U.K. Rejected Extradition of Bhandari, ED Tells
Court

fereet &t 8T3rY & yeador | a1 gawR, §31 A Jerad
Y TATIAT

. The Enforcement Directorate (ED) on Tuesday informed a Delhi court
that a U.K. court has denied the extradition of Sanjay Bhandari to India.

HAIAGR FT FacioT AT ($3Y) o ool Y v reTerd Ff SarT ok T #ir
IETAd o oTF WS & AR FeIUIT ¥ SARR T AT ¢ |

. Sanjay Bhandari, a defence consultant, is wanted in India on charges
of tax evasion and money laundering.

oI SR, Ueh T84T TAGHR, IR H T IRT 3R AAL Alfegar & IR 7 qifsa
gl

. He has cited “unsafe conditions” in Tihar Jail, Delhi as the reason for
opposing his extradition.

3eglel el i forgre Ster i “srgeida aRFeufaat” o garer &4 gU g
geagor 1 fae fFar gl

. Mr. Bhandari's name has also emerged in the ED’s ongoing
investigation in a money laundering case involving Robert Vadra, brother-
in-law of Congress leader Rahul Gandhi.

A SIS T AT HTAF AT Tgel e & ST UG ATgT 5 Tt el T 8
A AMfegar ST 7 o T 3T

. The information was presented before Special Judge Neelofer Abida
Perveen during a hearing related to the money laundering case against Mr.

Bhandari and others.

g ST Ry =amameier Araet snfeer wwdie & g#eT szl 3 3 & f@eme a7
ATfeger AT Y GAaTS & G & 15|
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e The ED also stated that its application to declare Mr. Bhandari a “fugitive” is still

pending in court.

$31 7 Ig ot garar fF stsrlY 1 “oransr’ YR et Y TR 31eTard 7 3797 off dfeeT &1

Saudi Arabiais a force of
positivity and stability: Modi

The Prime Minister receives warm welcome in the historic city of Jeddah; he describes the

energy-rich kingdom as ‘one of India’s most valued partners, a trusted friend and a strategic ally’

|GS Paper Ii: West Asia

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

rime Minister Na-
Prendra Modi cut
short his visit to

Saudi Arabia after terro-
rists killed at least 26 In-
dians in Pahalgam in Jam-
mu and Kashmir. Official
sources said that bilateral
discussions between the
Saudi and Indian sides
took place, though Mr. Mo-
di decided to leave hours
after landing in the Gulf
kingdom.

Earlier, Mr. Modi
reached the historic city of
Jeddah on Tuesday for a
two-day visit to Saudi Ara-
bia. Before leaving for the
visit, the Prime Minister
said bilateral ties with Sau-
di Arabia had gathered
“significant momentum”
in recent years and de-
scribed the Gulf kingdom
as a “force of positivity and
stability”.

“India values our histor-
ic relations with Saudi Ara-
bia. Bilateral ties have
gained significant momen-
tum in the last decade. I
look forward to participat-
ing in the second meeting
of the Strategic Partner-
ship Council. I will also be
interacting with the Indian

Jeddah on Tuesday. ANI

community there,” said
the Prime Minister in a pre-
departure statement. As a
special gesture, the Prime
Minister’s aircraft was es-
corted by F15 aircraft of the
Royal Saudi Air Force in
the Saudi airspace.

In an interview with
Arab News, Saudi Arabia’s
leading English publica-
tion, Mr. Modi described
the energy-rich kingdom
as “one of India’s most va-
lued partners, a trusted
friend and a strategic ally.”
“In a world full of uncer-
tainties, our bond stands

strong, as a pillar of stabili-
ty.” The Prime Minister de-
scribed Crown Prince Mo-
hammed bin Salman as a
“strong advocate of our bi-
lateral ties.”

“Every time I have met
him, His Royal Highness
has left a deep impression
on me. His insights, his for-
ward-thinking vision and
his passion for fulfilling the
aspirations of his people
are truly remarkable,” said
Mr. Modi in his remarks
about the Saudi Crown
Prince who is also the
Prime Minister of Saudi

Arabia. Mr. Modi was sche-
duled to hold the bilateral
discussion as part of the
Strategic Partnership
Council with Crown Prince
bin Salman.

Mr. Modi said India and
Saudi Arabia were working
on a Bilateral Investment
Treaty. “We consider Saudi
Arabia as a force of positiv-
ity and stability in the re-
gion. As maritime neigh-
bours, India and Saudi
Arabia share a natural in-
terest in safeguarding
peace and stability in the
region,” said Mr. Modi.

Saudi Arabiais
a Force of
Positivity and
Stability: Modi

R TR R
HHRIcHS T 3R
Eyar & afea
& A

e  Prime Minister
Narendra Modi received
a warm welcome in the
historic city of Jeddah
during his two-day visit to
Saudi Arabia.
TETAHAT g AT T
TR RC CIRUT T C
HAEETE AR 3 39T ar
feadr a & gt

SRt § Faera A

¢ Mr. Modi described
the energy-rich kingdom
as “one of India’s most
valued partners, a
trusted friend and a
strategic ally.”

A ALY A St qHEYH
H3C) 3T I "ART T TH

S Hegar WBIER, ##AE A 3R Torifas gl aarm|

ties have gained significant momentum in recent years.
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afaqafier waeY # Ageaqer afa 3ms B
e« Mr. Modi had to cut short his visit after at least 26 Indians were killed in Pahalgam,
Jammu and Kashmir, due to a terrorist attack.

S+ 3R FHR F IgeH H FA F FH 26 ARAAT Y ATaFarel gaa # Alg & a1g A
HIET T 39T 2RT FIETST FT1 937

o Despite the tragedy, bilateral discussions between the Indian and Saudi delegations
took place during his short stay.

S8 AHET o STAs[G, 3eToh WiaTed YA & a1 R AR w3 yfafafwsal & @i
gfausfi ardi &5

o Before departfjre, Mr. Modi highlighted the importance of the Strategic Partnership
Council meeting and said he would interact with the Indian community.

JEATT § Tgor 2 AISY o Wefas e IRuE I S35 s Jgar gars 31T FeT f& ag gt
AT e @ 8ff faehy|

e As aspecial gesture, the Prime Minister’s aircraft was escorted by F-15 aircraft of the
Royal Saudi Air Force within Saudi airspace.

T FFATeT o T FenreTe= o [9ATT T FFEr aRgHAT H FIT FIE TR B F F-15
AT & vEie R

« Inaninterview to Arab News, Mr. Modi reiterated Saudi Arabia is a “trusted friend and
strategic ally” and a pillar of stability in a world full of uncertainties.

3T 7T HI FET Ueh WIaTIcoh # AT AT F &gt i T34 3R Ua " 908w A 3k
TorEifas Fgani § 3R I sfeRaaanit & i R # Rear s Eas g

e He praised Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman for his visionary leadership,
calling him a strong advocate of India-Saudi ties.

3giel H13T AW RIgFAe T FoaATeT 7 graeft Acqgea &1ear hr Trg=r 1 3R 3¢ HRa-
AT T & gao FHAF |

e Mr. Modi said a Bilateral Investment Treaty is being worked on between India and
Saudi Arabia to further economic cooperation.

A A F gt o 7R 3R TS 37T & 7 gRvsfr Ader @i w© F5 9o @ arfs
3T FgareT 1 3R T 5T |

o He emphasized that both countries, being maritime neighbours, share a natural
interest in safeguarding peace and stability in the region.

3eeiel I o SR e o St e W 9kt 81 & o1 39 &1 # anfay 3R Ryar s
@ & wEnnfae o i
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Vance calls for closer ties between
U.S., India in defence, energy sectors

|GS Paper II: India-US |

The Hindu Bureau
JAIPUR

Pitching for closer ties in
the defence and energy
sectors, United States Vice-
President ].D. Vance on
Tuesday said the strength
of his country’s relations
with India would deter-
mine the world’s future in
the 2ist century. The trade
agreement between the
two countries would be
built on fairness and
shared priorities, Mr.
Vance said.

Addressing an event at
the Rajasthan Internation-
al Centre here, Mr. Vance
said the U.S. was looking
for a greater access to the
Indian markets, as this
would lead to collabora-
tions in diverse areas. He
said it would create a “win-
win partnership” when
U.S. President Donald
Trump was seeking to re-
balance global trade to
build a better future.

Mr. Vance said the go-
vernments of the two
countries had identified

Diplomatic engagement: U.S. Vice-President J.D. Vance
addressing a gathering in Jaipur on Tuesday. PTI

priority areas for creating
new jobs, building durable
supply chains and achiev-
ing prosperity for workers
while negotiating for a bi-
lateral trade agreement.
“We have officially final-
ised the terms of reference
for the trade negotiation,”
he said. Mr. Vance, who
met Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi in New Delhi on
Monday, said the terms of
reference would set a road
map towards a final deal.
This would also be in con-
sonance with the desire of

the two countries to pro-
tect their workers while
promoting exports without
suppressing their wages,
he said.

A large number of trade
and industry representa-
tives, politicians, govern-
ment officials, academi-
cians and students
attended the event. Mr.
Vance said the interests of
the two nations in ensuring
a free, open, peaceful and
prosperous Indo-Pacific re-
gion were in full align-
ment, while noting that In-

dia would soon host the
Quad Leaders’ Summit.

Welcoming the Modi go-
vernment’s announce-
ment to amend the civil nu-
clear liability laws, Mr.
Vance said the U.S. was
willing to support India’s
energy security ambitions,
“American energy can
help realise India’s nuclear
power production goals,
which would support its
artificial energy ambi-
tions... There is no Al fu-
ture without energy securi-
ty and energy dominance.”

The U.S. Vice-President,
who is on a four-day visit to
India, said, “We don’t
blame PM Modi for fighting
for India’s industry, but we
do blame past American
leaders for failing to do the
same for our workers.”

While Trump’s adminis-
tration has announced 90-
day pause on the steep ta-
riff rates on Indian exports,
Mr. Vance said Washington
had earlier approached Mr.
Modi with an attitude of
“preachiness, or even one
of condescension”.

Vance Calls for
Closer Ties
Between U.S.
and India in
Defence and
Energy Sectors

AR 3R oRa
& offer 181 3
o1 & # gfess
gt Y ghTed;
a9

o United States Vice-
President J.D. Vance on
Tuesday emphasized
that the strength of U.S.-
India relations would
shape the world’s future
in the 21st century.

HITAAR &l 3TARHT & 39

Tregafer S8, aRT o SR 8T o 3RERT- R Taitil hr Fareelt 214t wet F gfarar & srfasyr
1 fAeiRd ¥l

e He highlighted that the upcoming trade agreement between the two countries would be

based on fairness and shared priorities.

3egiel ST o St 321 & o< glet aTell SATaR FASIAT #=araqutar iR ars s fAwansit
TR 3TITRA 8ramm|

Market Access and Economic Cooperation

e While addressing an event at the Rajasthan International Centre, Mr. Vance said the
U.S. sought greater access to Indian markets to enhance collaborations in diverse
areas.

USTEYUTA GETAUTE U 3 Teh dshat I TN I gU A a1 o el Toh IARAT
HRAT STSTRT T T Tga area & difen affeer it & s agram s &)
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¢ He mentioned that such access would create a win-win partnership, especially as
President Donald Trump works to rebalance global trade.

ﬁﬁwﬁ:sﬁaﬁﬁq@wﬁwﬁwmmﬂvﬁ,waﬁmm@
3R SATIR WJeleT T YoT: TATTAT et T ALY A 7@ ¢

Focus on Jobs and Supply Chains
VoraR 31 3mfef sparasit W wFa

e Mr. Vance noted that both governments had identified priority areas to generate new
jobs, build durable supply chains, and ensure worker prosperity.

A G o I fh Gl TFHRT o IrgfAswar arer 8 RAfegd v § drfes ae s 3cTet
fohT ST Teh, AT IMYfet H@ETT TS ST Feh, 3R HTART Hir T Gl Hr 57 7|

o He said, “We have officially finalised the terms of reference for the trade negotiation.”
3ogiel ShgT, “EHe SITIR aTAT & ToIT erat Y TR@T MMARINF FTTF dT H ol gl”

e These terms would provide a road map for the final deal and align with the goal to
protect workers and promote exports without lowering wages.

3 oret 31 THEgia & v Asdd T Ll 3R sHer Segeg AT i geam AR gt
I Ferar &1 T, 4= aae w4 fhv|

Support for Indo-Pacific Stability and Energy Security
gar-dfufre Reuvar 3k s gean & v aade

e Mr. Vance said both countries’ interests in ensuring a free, open, peaceful, and
prosperous Indo-Pacific are fully aligned.

A T = gl ok gt et & fed FFa, g, anifaqet 3k aeqey gr-4fafrs &7 giared
FAH ARG AT

e He also welcomed the Indian government's move to amend civil nuclear liability laws,
supporting India’s energy security.

3egiol AT AT STAT Flefait 7 TR & ToIT 3R THR & e H T 1T fomar
3R AR Y FAT G&T F FALT &of T a1 |

e He said, “American energy can help India achieve its nuclear power production
goals, which support its artificial intelligence energy ambitions.”

37giot heT, “HARDY FSIT 3R I 38h RATI] FSAT ScTee A&l i e il H Heg Hl
Tehcll &, ST 3TRT FIAA FEfAATT FAT ATHIRT3T 1 FHSF )"
e He added, “There is no Al future without energy security and energy dominance.”

3egiel heT, “Fell Y& 3R It F9Ea o a1 F e gefirwar w1 afdsy wora 767 &1

Visit and Trade Pause Context

I 3R AR A F geSfA
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e The U.S. Vice-President, currently on a four-day visit to India, said, “We don’t blame
PM Modi for fighting for India’s industry.”

AR & 37 Wsgufa, S oRT F IR @l am=r ) §, 7 FaT, “TH A A
HIT T 3GINT Rell Y T et & oI QI oF8T &1

o However, he criticized past American leaders for not doing enough to protect
American workers.

gleliieh, 3ogiet qa TARAT A3t & rreirarer 1 foh o AR AAFT HY 1T & fow w2iTd
sTgl & 91T |

e He mentioned that Trump’s administration had announced a 90-day pause on high
tariffs on Indian exports.

3og1eT gl foh €T YATHT o HRAT fATal o 32 R o 90 =t Y s T Gwo Fr 2|

e Mr. Vance noted that Washington had earlier approached Mr. Modi with an attitude of
“preachiness or condescension.”

AT A g o el o ggel aTRisre o it A & 9fe 3uemese a1 faewrRut giteamtor
YT AT
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[GS Paper II: Polity ]

Matters that count

Attempts to intimidate the judiciary
pose a threat to democracy

jected to unfounded criticism by sections

of the ruling BJP, and Vice-President Jag-
deep Dhankhar, with regard to the separation of
powers between the various branches of the go-
vernment, and the principle of checks and ba-
lances. Not surprisingly, a Supreme Court bench
took note of the charge that it was intruding into
executive and legislative functions. In one peti-
tion, the Court was urged to direct the Centre to
act under Articles 355 and 356 to deal with the sit-
uation of violence in West Bengal. In another, the
Court’s intervention was sought to curtail ob-
scene content on online platforms. The Calcutta
High Court had earlier ordered the deployment
of Central forces to stem violence in Murshidabad
in West Bengal. Judicial review of legislative and
executive decisions is an integral part of India’s
constitutional democracy. Decisions of the exec-
utive and the legislature can be examined by the
judiciary to determine whether they are consis-
tent with the Constitution, and even constitution-
al amendments are subject to the ‘basic struc-
ture’ test. There are multiple constitutional
avenues for judicial intervention in the making
and enforcement of law. Article 13 gives the judi-
ciary the power to strike down laws that are vio-
lating fundamental rights. Articles 32 and 226
give the Supreme Court and High Courts, respec-
tively, the power to issue writs for the enforce-
ment of fundamental rights, and beyond.

The notion that the judiciary is subservient to
legislature is out of line with the constitutional
scheme. In fact, the judiciary is expected to insu-
late the rule of law from the pressure of public
opinion that members of the legislature repre-
sent. It is in this constructive friction between va-
rious institutions of the state that a society can
achieve stability in governance. The argument
that legislatures can pass any law on the basis of a
majority is a majoritarian argument. The erasure
of the distinction between the executive and le-
gislature has already created a crisis of accounta-
bility in governance at the national and State level
in India. The attempt to intimidate the judiciary
in the name of legislative supremacy is a threat to
democracy — not its furtherance. In the recent
judgment that set timelines for the Governor and
President for acting on laws passed by the As-
sembly, the Supreme Court restored the authori-
ty of the elected legislatures, which was being
trampled upon by an unelected Governor and ar-
bitrary actions by the President. The critics of the
judiciary miss this point altogether.

T he Supreme Court of India has been sub-

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Matters that count: On criticisms of the
Supreme Court

Hgcaqul Aee: A FIE AT A==t w®

The Supreme Court of India has been subjected to
unfounded criticism by sections of the ruling BJP,
and Vice-President Jagdeep Dhankhar, with regard
to the separation of powers between the various
branches of government, and the principle of
checks and balances.

AR & G FIE T A T T et 3R 39-arsgufa
LI Y@ gaRT @A & fasrar 3 3% vs d9w
fagura i A9 fARTUR 3Ta=eT HT AT FIT 937 &

. Not surprisingly, a Supreme Court bench took note of the charge
that it was intruding into executive and legislative functions.

Wﬁéﬁ%ﬁﬁmﬂﬁ%%wmﬁﬁﬁ%mwm
T & ag srarfarar 3 AR & w15t & geasia FT @ e

. In one petition, the Court was urged to direct the Centre to act
under Articles 355 and 356 to deal with the situation of violence in
West Bengal.

Teh AT H, HIE A g P Hefede 355 3 356 F Te HIATS FIA H
forT gt I T anfer TR darer A &) W& e i Rufa @ Auer sw
|

. In another, the Court’s intervention was sought to curtail obscene
content on online platforms.

cad AT, FHIE W HieTelTseT CACHAT T reelier AT HF dffra
F F foT gEasTa i ART Hr 315 oA¥|

. The Calcutta High Court had earlier ordered the deployment of
Central forces to stem violence in Murshidabad in West Bengal.

Ferddl 3od AT o SHY Ugol IfRas Famrer & FAvefiararg # fgar
Uhet o oI T Tl T AT et T 3T e &

e Judicial review of legislative and executive decisions is an integral part of India’s
constitutional democracy.

e 31 FRTfowT AT Fr =nfRe gHler sg Hr gdafas AFaa o faasa

AT gl
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e Decisions of the executive and the legislature can be examined by the judiciary to
determine whether they are consistent with the Constitution, and even constitutional
amendments are subject to the ‘basic structure’ test.

FriuTfaeT 317 e & Aot S =& T S S adl & I8 AuiRa & &
fore o aram & wfareTeT & 3176 €, 31K el ook foh Wirerer wravereT o “syer wvaar adieror &
el

e There are multiple constitutional avenues for judicial intervention in the making and
enforcement of law.

T SelTel 3R o] el H 1A gEcdald & forv s widenfas wea &1
e Article 13 gives the judiciary the power to strike down laws that violate fundamental
rights.

DG 13 TARAUTTCeRT T 3oT FTefal] 1 TGg ot T ATl ol & it FeT HTAFRE 7
Jooitel A B

e Articles 32 and 226 give the Supreme Court and High Courts, respectively, the power
to issue writs for the enforcement of fundamental rights, and beyond.

Ieeag 32 3R 226 FHeT FIE 3N 3T ATl 1, HAA:, HA HAFR & yada & fav
fearard STRY i T ATFT & €, 3R 384 8 3|

e The notion that the judiciary is subservient to the legislature is out of line with the
constitutional scheme.

Ig UROT o FamerarfereT farenfeT & arefler 8, faenfas Qe & 3eeq 7T B
e In fact, the judiciary is expected to insulate the rule of law from the pressure of public
opinion that members of the legislature represent.

arEdd H, FTAUTelehT ¥ AE 3TUETT &l Sl ¢ foh I8 HTeleT T ATHA 1 31 AlH 9T garal o
HqeFa W, S faenfsr & g wefRd #d &

e ltisin this constructive friction between various institutions of the state that a society
can achieve stability in governance.

€ GHRICHS da1d [ATHel ToT TEATIT & o1 ¢, [orae v AT aras # Ryar area

H ThT g |
e The argument that legislatures can pass any law on the basis of a majority is a
majoritarian argument.

T cieh [ RUTRAFIT qgad & HuR I A1 st Ffet I FT Fohell ¢, U TgaEaharey
G

e The erasure of the distinction between the executive and legislature has already
created a crisis of accountability in governance at the national and state level in
India.

HruTfa®T 3R e & fia 3rav w1 e ggor & 7IRa F T 3R T TR R

ATH A FAETAT FT HHE ScToT Y el |
e The attempt to intimidate the judiciary in the name of legislative supremacy is a threat
to democracy — not its furtherance.
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e Inthe recent judgment that set timelines for the Governor and President for acting on
laws passed by the Assembly, the Supreme Court restored the authority of the
elected legislatures, which was being trampled upon by an unelected Governor and
arbitrary actions by the President.

gTel €1 o 3 el #, o et 3N Irsgafar & forv fremsrasm garT ot Freat @
FATS FIA & TIT THIHAT 7 1, T FIE o TATT SR it 18 Renmararemait &
HTARR Y SgTer fohmam, TSIQY 3rganfad araei 3R Isgufd & AAAT FeF SaRT ST ST @
T

e The critics of the judiciary miss this point altogether.

AT F ATeltasd 38 g ol U e & FAoN3iars I T 8
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A move that endangers the right to vote

GS Paper Il

he Election Commission of India

(ECI)’s renewed push to link Aadhaar

with voter ID endangers the right to

vote. It is being justified as a measure
to clean electoral rolls, eliminate bogus voters,
and improve electoral integrity. Yet, experience
and data show that Aadhaar linkage has resulted
in mass disenfranchisement, systemic errors,
exclusions, arbitrary welfare disentitlements, and
far-reaching infringements on the fundamental
right to privacy of citizens.

Questionable claims

The claim that Aadhaar-voter ID linkage is
voluntary is questionable. Presently, Form 6B
offers no meaningful opt-out — voters must either
submit their Aadhaar number or declare they do
not have one, coercing even those unwilling to
share it into compliance. Unsurprisingly, by
September 2023, over 66 crore Aadhaar numbers
had already been seeded. This was enabled not
only by a coercive legal framework but also by
data-sharing practices of questionable legality
and constitutional, ethical propriety. These
included the use of the DBT Seeding Data Viewer,
which permits third-party access to
non-biometric identity data held by UIDAI, as
well as the repurposing of data collected for the
National Population Register and by other
government departments for unrelated
administrative purposes.

The ECI's latest proposal fails to rectify this
position. On the contrary, it makes the process
more restrictive by requiring citizen-voters who
do not provide Aadhaar to physically appear
before an Electoral Registration Officer to justify
their decision. In 2023, in G. Niranjan v. Election
Commission of India, the ECI had assured the
Supreme Court that Aadhaar-voter ID linkage is
not mandatory and that appropriate clarifications
would be introduced for that purpose; its latest
proposal walks back on this commitment.

The new proposal also erodes the commitment
to universal and equal suffrage by imposing
barriers on those unwilling or unable to furnish
Aadhaar. It places a disproportionate burden on
the elderly, persons with disabilities, migrant
workers, and individuals in remote areas for
whom attending an in-person hearing before the
Electoral Registration Officer is often neither
practical nor reasonable. This not only
compromises individual dignity but also
diminishes the trust that is foundational to
democratic participation.

The problem is further exacerbated by the lack
of a clear, accessible, and time-bound appellate

lohn Simte

Lawyer and legal
researcher

Instead of
pushing a
technological
fix and
infringing on
the right to
privacy of
citizens, the ECI
must focus on
strengthening
traditional,
time-tested
methods of
voter
verification

mechanism for the citizen-voter, if their
justification for not submitting Aadhaar is
arbitrarily rejected. The Supreme Court, in Lal
Babu Hussein and Others v. Electoral Registration
Offtcer (1995), unequivocally held that any
decision to delete a name from the electoral roll
must comply with the principles of procedural
fairness and natural justice.

The Union government and the ECI argue that
Aadhaar-voter ID linkage will eliminate duplicate
voters and electoral fraud. However, this claim
does not withstand scrutiny. Aadhaar was never
designed to serve as proof of citizenship. Section
9 of the Aadhaar Act, 2016, explicitly states that
Aadhaar is a residency-based identification
system, which means that an Aadhaar holder
may not necessarily be an Indian citizen. Multiple
High Courts have ruled that Aadhaar is not proof
of Indian citizenship. The UIDAI itself has
affirmed that even non-citizens residing in India
for 182 days are eligible for Aadhaar. Importantly,
the Supreme Court in justice K.S. Puttaswamy
(Retd.) v. Union of India (2018) had limited the use
of Aadhaar for welfare programmes paid out of
the Consolidated Fund of India per Section 7 of
the Aadhaar Act, 2016.

By linking Aadhaar with the voter ID, the ECI is
creating a mechanism that introduces an
unreliable filter into the electoral process, risks
mass disenfranchisement of citizen-voters, and
eroding the sanctity of universal suffrage and
democratic participation guaranteed by the
Constitution. These dangers are not hypothetical;
they have been documented. In 2015, the ECI
attempted a similar Aadhaar-voter ID linkage
under the National Electoral Roll Purification and
Authentication Programme. As a result, in
Telangana and Andhra Pradesh alone, 55 lakh
voters were arbitrarily removed from electoral
rolls due to Aadhaar mismatches. Voters
discovered their names missing only when they
arrived at polling stations on election day. The
ECI was forced to abandon the exercise after the
Supreme Court issued a stay through its August
11, 2015 order.

Aadhaar-voter ID linkage also poses a severe
risk of dragnet surveillance and voter profiling.
The Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023,
contains sweeping exemptions for government
entities, raising the possibility that voter data
could be accessed and exploited for political
purposes. Once Aadhaar is linked to voter IDs, it
becomes possible to cross-reference electoral
data with other databases, allowing ruling parties
to monitor voter demographics. The implications
are concerning. Political actors could use this

A move that endangers the right to vote

AdET & JAAER FY Tdl H ST ITAT FcH

data to micro-target voters, suppress opposition
strongholds, or even manipulate electoral rolls to
achieve predetermined electoral outcomes.

Seeding Aadhaar with electoral roll data
subverts core principles of constitutional design.
The ECI, vested with the powers of
“superintendence, direction and control” over
elections, is a constitutionally independent
authority. In contrast, the UIDAI is a statutory
body operating under executive control — bound
by government directives under Section 50 of the
Aadhaar Act, 2016, and subject to supersession
under Section 48. Entrusting it with electoral data
undermines the separation of powers,
jeopardising the integrity of the electoral process
and the democratic ideal of free and fair polls.

A further defect lies in the inherent
unreliability of the Aadhaar database. The 2022
Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG)
Performance Audit Report No. 24 of 2021
identified major deficiencies, including the
cancellation of over 4.75 lakh Aadhaar numbers
due to their duplication and issuance based on
faulty biometric data. The CAG also found no
assurance that all Aadhaar holders qualify as
‘residents’ under the Aadhaar Act, as UIDAI had
not prescribed any specific proof, document, or
process to verify an applicant’s period of
residence in India. Relying on such an
error-prone database for de-duplicating the
electoral rolls would lead to wrongful deletions
and exclusions.

Methods of electoral verification

Instead of pushing a technological fix and
infringing on the right to privacy of citizens, the
ECI must focus on strengthening traditional,
time-tested methods of voter verification. Regular
door-to-door verification by booth level officers;
comprehensive, independent audits of electoral
rolls; and functional public grievance redressal
frameworks are more effective and
constitutionally sound approaches to addressing
concerns about alleged duplicate or fraudulent
entries. Introducing independent oversight
through social audits would further enhance
accountability and prevent politically motivated
manipulations of electoral rolls.

The right to vote is a constitutional guarantee.
Any policy that imposes unreasonable burdens
on citizen-voters, introduces unreliable
verification mechanisms, or enables political
profiling must be abandoned. The Aadhaar-voter
ID linkage does all three. That such a
constitutionally fraught scheme has found
support across the political spectrum is troubling.

The Election Commission of India (ECI) is pushing to link Aadhaar
with voter ID, claiming it will clean electoral rolls, eliminate bogus

voters, and improve electoral integrity.

R faaTast 3T (ECI) gaRT 3TUR Y J1eX 1SS | F1Sat Y ggel 1 AT
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However, data and past experiences show that such linkage has led to mass
disenfranchisement, systemic errors, exclusions, and violations of the right to
privacy.

gTelifen, 3iers 3R qd 3reqwa i § o 38 v Y folfeher @ 93 doret W AafisR &
afre #a, e AR, afsERY, 3R MusiaaT & FfteR & secrae i geaATt @He 3
gl

Questionable claims

HEEEIG a1

The claim that the Aadhaar-voter ID linkage is voluntary is misleading.
g 21aT o ATUR-3YeX 3EE RAfFT TdRe® &, 9Fs 2

Form 6B provides no real opt-out option — voters must either provide their Aadhaar
number or declare they don’t have one, pressuring even the unwilling.

BT 6B H 1§ aEdfasd RFed 6l ¢ — HAGIATT Sl JT AT ATYR FE&IT AT gl & T Tg
ENSUTT &hdatl gl & Toh 3eTeh UTH TR o781 &, TS afaege et o oft qama setar 2|

By September 2023, over 66 crore Aadhaar numbers were already seeded, enabled
by a coercive framework and legally questionable data-sharing practices.

et 2023 T 66 FU3 ¥ IfAF YR FaT Tgel &1 SIS ST g 2, S gamaqet e 3R
Pl T & HITH 3TT ATV & HROT a7 §31T|

Examples include the DBT Seeding Data Viewer, which allows third-party access to
identity data, and using NPR data for unrelated purposes.

3eTeXoT & fore e TNfEer 37 g3, S i 9a7 T 9gare 3¢ % 9gd & &, AR
TSERT STAFEAT AT (NPR) T g Hrat & g7her anfAe g

The ECI’s latest proposal does not solve these concerns; it worsens them by requiring
physical appearance before an Electoral Registration Officer for non-Aadhaar users.

EC| &7 3T SEdT So7 ATITHT ST AT o181 T, dfoh 38 3N FidaT s aar g
FIifh faaT ITUR arer AGTanT o fAaras s FfteR & T afFdrd & &
3fud gl g

In 2023, the ECI assured the Supreme Court that the linkage is not mandatory, but this
proposal contradicts that commitment.

2023 # ECI o gl ¢ 1 3meaed fomam o 3 ag foiferer srferars wi¢t 8, oifehet a1
Y& 59 are, & fAadia &1
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The proposal threatens universal and equal suffrage by creating barriers for those
who cannot provide Aadhaar, especially the elderly, disabled, migrant workers, and
remote residents.

I IEATd 3 AT & T aren? @ 7T § S 3R 78 & ¥, 9y &9 8 gy,
e, garet #Aergy, 3N quewr & &t & fard), o o 3k wrdsife aafer

W A 95T gl

These requirements compromise dignity and reduce public trust in democratic
processes.

¥ Ut SARFAN TRAT Y SF TG & AR SNheditae ITHAT H STeTell & AR F FHAR
A g

There is no clear, accessible, or time-bound appeal process if a voter’s justification is
arbitrarily rejected.

3R TRl AACTAT T TTSEIRIOT HAATS ST @ WIRST X AT ST, AY IS FASE, Forst AT
FAgaeY e 9iFar ¢ ¢

In the 1995 Supreme Court ruling, it was held that removal of a voter's name must
follow procedural fairness and natural justice.

1995 & FNH FIE 71 gl AT foh FAGTAT T ATH FTAT TTHTaF A1 3N w=nfAF wfrar &
HTEY gleAT AR |

The false promise of fraud prevention

T ETerSY Ashel T ST dTaT

The Union government and ECI argue Aadhaar linkage will prevent duplicate voters
and fraud, but this is flawed.

Fg TR 3R ECI &7 o § & 3 foifdher & gietra are #agmar 31 gamd ai@rers
SITee, Sifehet I eI aF B

Aadhaar is not proof of citizenship. It is only a residency-based ID, as per Section 9
of the Aadhaar Act, 2016.

3TYR, ARG AT ST THIUT 781 | Tg hdol IR TR 9gaTeT g, o197 o 3meaR
FffAIH, 2016 $r 4RI 9 F FET AT B

High Courts and the UIDAI have confirmed that even non-citizens living in India for
182 days are eligible for Aadhaar.

3o STt 31X UIDAI & gt T ¥ 3 st 3 182 et gt arel dR-amerRet a1 ot

TR AT AT B

The Supreme Court, in the Puttaswamy case (2018), limited Aadhaar’s use to welfare
schemes funded by the Consolidated Fund of India, under Section 7 of the Aadhaar
Act.
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AT FIE o qAREaTHT ARTAT (2018) H TN o SYANT A haol Afaferds Afer &
faraRa Feamor A=t de AT = fGar a1, 3 3R sfafags frarr 7 & agd
AT

Risks of Aadhaar-Voter ID Linkage
TR 3R AGSTAT IgdTe I & SIS & @l

e By linking Aadhaar with the voter ID, the ECI is creating a mechanism that introduces an
unreliable filter into the electoral process, risks mass disenfranchisement of citizen-
voters, and erodes the sanctity of universal suffrage and democratic participation
guaranteed by the Constitution.

HICIT YgdTel 5 & 3R @SS, YolTd 3TATET Teh UHT TF a1 T6T ¢ Sl goird Sishar &
HRARTHAT et SsdT &, AFTRS Aderan3it & sa9s AARFR ¥ dRT @ FT TR
erdr & 3R Hfauns garT yea aranifAe AaiteR 3R AFdaifye smefiery i afawdr S
FHHSAR HIAT B

e These dangers are not hypothetical; they have been documented.
I G Had Fledfaeh o6l 6, S GEATAST H Gof [hdT I1AT ¢ |

e In 2015, the ECI attempted a similar Aadhaar-voter ID linkage under the National
Electoral Roll Purification and Authentication Programme.

2015 #, AT TGN o AT AGTar Yt Yefaraior 3 gaArofiezor Frdswa & dgd sar

TRE ST ITUR-AdeTdT Ygdrel 9 foifeheT ohT g fomar 2|
e Asaresult, in Telangana and Andhra Pradesh, 55 lakh voters were arbitrarily
removed from electoral rolls due to Aadhaar mismatches.

SH% IRUTATIRY, A9=T 3 3¢ 932w H 55 G HAISIAT3IT 1 ATUR A o T &
HRUT HAHTA &I { Hcleldl T I geT fer |

e Voters discovered their names missing only when they arrived at polling stations on
election day.

HICTAT3T T AE T IAT Tl ST I IoATT ATl & FAeToT g Tg IR 3794 A1 e 91|

e The ECI had to abandon the exercise after the Supreme Court stay order dated
August 11, 2015.

11 37eTEA 2015 & FHIA FIE F TIT 1A & F1G YA AT HY TG TishaT GG Fel
REL

Threat of Surveillance and Political Profiling

e 3R Tesifas dresfeer &1 @aw

o Aadhaar-voter ID linkage poses a serious risk of dragnet surveillance and voter
profiling.
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ITUR 3R FATSTAT IgdTeT U I ST eAT9h [AIRTEAT 31T AdGTAr WHISTAT 3T 78R TRT

3cTeeT AT B

The Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023, grants broad exemptions to
government entities, allowing potential political misuse of voter data.

fSforee safFaera Ser wweator srfafaes, 2023 Gyl @EUT3f @1 ams ge aar g, foed
HCICIT STT & STt GEIANT hT FHTGT setell ¢ |

Once Aadhaar is linked, it becomes possible to cross-reference electoral data with
other databases.

IR foieh §et & aTe, AT ST T 3 STTAH & 1Y T FAATT Far Herg &1 il g

This enables ruling parties to monitor voter demographics, micro-target voters,
suppress opposition, or even manipulate electoral rolls.

SHY HARG TITEAT AAGTAT AAHTTETa 9T fAaRwedt, ¥aar aafiaor, faqer st garer, ar
TgT e o FeraraT Fet 7 T FX Fhell ¢ |

Violation of Constitutional Structure

gatfas e T SeddeT

Seeding Aadhaar with electoral roll data undermines the separation of powers.
AT 32T YR T SSAT FT &5 UFRIT HY HASN HIAT 8

The Election Commission is a constitutionally independent body, while UIDAI is a
statutory body under executive control.

AT HTANT Ueh Faenfars T & TGS GEAT 8, ST JIHTEITHTE Toh FTAUITAHT &
=T & denfas AR R

Section 50 of the Aadhaar Act, 2016, allows the government to direct UIDAI, and
Section 48 permits its supersession.

3 fAfATe, 2016 Y 4RT 50 THR FH FIHTSACINES i fAder e Fr 3regafar S 8 3k
R 48 W Rehe 3 A g A B

Giving electoral control to UIDAI jeopardises the independence and integrity of the
electoral process.

YIHTSSUNTS I FoATe TAATOT AT FoATer TfshaT T Fae=ar 3R forsqarar 1 @a¥ 7 srerar
J

Unreliability of Aadhaar Database

YR STETew Y fFegEaAaar

The CAG Performance Audit Report No. 24 of 2021 revealed serious flaws in the
Aadhaar system.
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1 yeeleT 33T RO T=AT 24 (2021) F TR Yomel 7 3T @fAa) & 359R fohar

I

e ltreported the cancellation of 4.75 lakh Aadhaar numbers due to duplication and
faulty biometrics.

58 ROTE H T a1 foh 4.75 AT HTUR a7 geairere 3R JReqet arafes ser s

HRUT GG [t AT

e The UIDAI had no system to verify the duration of residence, casting doubt on
whether Aadhaar holders are actual residents under the Aadhaar Act.

JITEINTITS & ar fovare arafer v gfife i i H1g gorrel 76T o, fSra9d I8 HeE cueet
2T & o 3TYR YR areag & fAard § a7 780

e Using such a flawed database risks wrongful deletions and exclusions from electoral
rolls.

U ot STered 1 ST e alidh § AN g 3R afysHIOT & SiIfEH @Y Ferar g |

Alternative and Constitutional Approaches

dfeus 3R wuTfas giesor

o Instead of relying on a technological fix, the ECI should focus on traditional, proven
voter verification methods.

WA hY- TR FATTT & o112, FATd AT ! RWIRTT HR FATOrT Faarar
earae faftrat o¥ earet g =g

e This includes door-to-door verification, independent audits, and a robust grievance
redressal system.

SHH TR-EX A9, T4 31f3e, 3R U gerad fRrad fAaror yomelY enfier gisir
Uyl

e Social audits can add transparency and prevent political manipulation of electoral
rolls.

WIATTF T3 & IRERIAT 30l 3N AT Fieh i ATt FTHT Y AT ST
HehaTT|

Right to Vote Must Be Protected
Ader &1 3RFR WA fFar s aifike

e Theright to vote is a constitutional guarantee.
AdET FT AUFR T Fduas IR &

e Any policy that imposes unreasonable burdens, introduces unreliable verification, or
enables political profiling must be abandoned.
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F1$ 3 Y S sreyRre e, srfeaweiy weaTwe, I Toifaw SwTsfeeT F aerar &t &,

38 T AT AR

e The Aadhaar-voter ID linkage does all three — and its support across the political
spectrum is deeply concerning.

3TTIR-AASTAT gl U ! SNSAT SoT Aleil FHEATT ST Sced il § — IR TSt
¥ 38 geft gt 1 gHda e Riasas g

Exploring India’s potential in the Arctic region

[HS Paper II: Regional Groupings|

lobal trade is swinging like a pendulum,
Gwirh potential headwinds from the U.S.

nudging each nation to start doubling
down on alternate trade strategies. In such a
scenario, partnerships around supply chains and
trade routes are expanding based not only on the
current fracturing of regional blocs, but also on
climate change.

The frozen frontier of the Arctic serves as a
canary in the coal mines for the impending
climate catastrophe. It also serves as the source of
great geopolitical leverage as sea levels continue
to rise and new trade routes emerge. The Arctic
reflects a critical energy source for the Global
South in the years to come. While not recklessly
exploiting the Arctic reserves, India should also
get a say in the commercial opportunity for the
unseen future.

The dying canary signals new trade routes
The September Arctic sea-ice is now shrinking at
arate of 12.2% per decade compared to its
average extent during the period from 1981 to
2010 (NASA). This melting ice is also opening up
access to a new trade route called the Northern
Sea Route (NSR) in the Arctic, linking the Atlantic
and the Pacific. This will exponentially transform
global trade by shifting the flow of cargo and
saving time and freight costs. The NSR is being
hailed as the shortest route between Europe and
Asia, India’s long-term approach to exploring new
mega ports and new routes — not just from an
economic lens, but also from a strategic and
geopolitical lens — makes the NSR crucial.

The number of Observers at the Arctic Council
outnumbers the number of Arctic states. This
indicates the growing recognition of the
vulnerability of existing trade routes to
geopolitical tensions.

India began its engagement with the Arctic
early by signing the Svalbard Treaty in 1920 and is
the only developing nation besides China that has
an Arctic research base (Himadri). Last year, the
Institute for Governance and Sustainable
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Development and the National Council of Applied
Economic Research partnered to model how
changes in the Arctic, specifically the loss of sea
ice, could influence India’s monsoon patterns and
agricultural outputs.

But to begin a timely action plan for the NSR,
India’s Arctic policy released in 2022 needs to be
streamlined towards achieving its goals. India will
need shipbuilding muscle to sail through the
NSR’s turbulent waters. The 202526 Budget set
up a $3 billion Maritime Development Fund for
the Shipping Ministry along with promoting
shipbuilding clusters to increase the range,
categories, and capacity of ships. Shipbuilding
suited to Arctic requirements is key given that
travel conditions would be quite harsh in the
short-term. This means India needs to make
adequate investments in ice-breaking fleets and
other structural upgrades.

There is an urgent need for India to engage in
multilateral dialogue on capacity building,
training requisites, and knowledge sharing. Could
2025 to be the year of action?

This year, the Arctic Circle India Forum is
taking place on May 3 and 4 in New Delhi. This
should help contextualise the dialogue from an
Asia- and India-focused lens. The forum should
serve as an impetus to move the needle forward
on India’s well-thought-out Arctic policy with
stakeholder consultations, the forging of
partnerships, and perhaps the appointment of a
‘polar ambassador’ to present India’s case
internationally.

As international cargo shipment on the NSR
increased exponentially from 41,000 tonnes in
2010 to almost 37.9 million tonnes in 2024, India
also needs to be cognisant of studies surfacing,
such as in the scientific journal Nature Climate
Change, showing that global temperatures in
2024 breached the 1.5°C mark above
pre-industrial levels. This suggests that even a
single month or year at 1.5°C global warming may
signify that Earth is entering a long-term breach
of the vital Paris Agreement threshold. How close

to the sun should we fly so that we do not lose
our commercial vantage point but also do not call
for an expedited disaster in one of the most
fragile ecosystems on the planet? This presents a
pressing policy issue for India and echoes the
need for like-minded allies.

Playing with ice and fire

With its vast Arctic coastline, extensive
experience in Arctic navigation, and training of
personnel, Russia is an obvious partner for India
to explore the NSR. The decision to establish a
working group on the NSR under the bilateral
intergovernmental commission on trade,
economic, scientific, technical, and cultural
cooperation was made during Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s summit meeting with Russian
President Vladimir Putin in Moscow in July last
year. Also, the Chennai-Vladivostok Maritime
Corridor emerges as a potential bridge to the NSR
ports such as Pevek, Tiksi, and Sabetta.

However, if India inclines towards the Russian
bloc, then it would be implying support to
Chinese efforts, such as the Polar Silk Road which
China is building as a northern extension of its
Belt and Road Initiative. Not only would the NSR
help China bypass the Malacca Strait chokepoint
completely, but it would also give it much more
control over the Arctic route.

If India supports the Western bloc and
partners with the U.S., it could lose its perceived
potential stake in the massive resources that
currently fall under Russian control in the area.
The ideal but obviously challenging solution
would be to find a way to work with both the U.S.
and Russia. Other partners should include Japan
and South Korea. Both countries share India’s
concerns about the growing cooperation between
China and Russia in the Arctic and about their
businesses losing out on Arctic opportunities to
Chinese competitors. The trio should advocate
the rectification of disparities within the Arctic
Council and promote a more inclusive and
equitable Council.

Exploring India’s Potential in the Arctic Region

HThfeHh 8T A AR H FHTGATHT T GleT
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Global trade is experiencing a shift, with countries looking for
alternate trade strategies due to uncertainties from the U.S.

3dRTF AR # TeaTT @) T &, STeT 397 AR A sfARadansit F FRor
feeq saraR At fr st ae @ E

New supply chain and trade route partnerships are forming due to the fracturing of
regional blocs and climate change.

AT T[T & geat 3R Srerary aRader & HROT AT Irgfet @ 3N SR Al F
AEIRAT A WEr g |

The Arctic is both a climate warning signal and a source of geopolitical advantage
as it opens up new sea routes.

IHTHRETF Ueh TR T HHe $T Aaraalt ¢, T61 gall o Jg HiMfas wrehifcas amer
AT $1 STAT ST TgT & FAifeh TgT ¢ FHA A YA G 2 |

India must not exploit the Arctic reserves recklessly, but must have a role in the future
commercial opportunities.

HR I 3MHTeH TATUAT FHT ATIRATE! F GIgsT oTal BT ANV, olfched HIIST & qfOIcTH
T A 3T oY ey gy anfgu|

The Dying Canary Signals New Trade Routes

HATAY

g$ IdTael 1§ AT e e W e

Arctic sea-ice in September is shrinking at a rate of 12.2% per decade compared to
1981-2010 averages.

et & amhfea qepd at < AT ufay g 12.29% Hrax @ e W e, s 6 1981-2010
& FHwa @ Jofelr I IS &

This melting ice is opening the Northern Sea Route (NSR), linking the Atlantic and
Pacific Oceans.

g ererdl 9% Northern Sea Route (NSR) &l @it T8I 8, ST 3redifed 3R wera
HETARR & NSl |

The NSR is being seen as the shortest trade route between Europe and Asia,
reducing time and freight costs.

NSR T ZU7 31 R & i< 7 §a@ BYeT SR AT A o @7 &, foed 7693 31k
HTST AT H AT T

India’s long-term focus on mega ports and strategic trade routes makes NSR a
critical interest.

TR T dYHehIfere €T 93 deIamgl 31} [oreifae =R AEif 9T 8, 5899 NSR 98
HAEAOT ST & |
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India’s Early Arctic Engagement

HRT T YRR 3rHfes Hhe

The number of Observer states at the Arctic Council exceeds the number of Arctic
states, showing global interest.

IFfesw aRwe #F qdders ot 6 Tear nFfes ot ¥ 30« §, o ARgw: s S gafar
gl

India joined the Arctic scene by signing the Svalbard Treaty in 1920.
R o 1920 # FaTeraTs Wi IX gEATER ieh Tehiea & AT foha|

India is the only developing country besides China to have an Arctic research base
called Himadri.

AR UerATT aarerelier der § St =t & 3remaT Himadri STHE 3THTea U g 1T
gl

In 2023, Indian institutions studied the impact of Arctic ice loss on monsoon patterns
and agriculture.

2023 # HRAT FEYTAL o1 b e a & THAT T ATYA Jeot 3R FR o gemra 1
3eTgeT fohar|

Need for Streamlined Arctic Policy

I ArF e A A sraeasar

To utilize the Northern Sea Route, India’s 2022 Arctic Policy needs to be better
aligned with its strategic goals.

Northern Sea Route 3T T 3aTa o foIT AT hr 2022 &Y 3rdhfesd Afa = 3T
TUTAIA 3G&2ET & TR G it T AT &

India will require strong shipbuilding capabilities to operate in the harsh Arctic
waters.

HRC ol HTST IThiea FTaaT H TeTelel & ToIT HoTGd STeTor fAATOT &THATIHT T ATl
gt

The 2025-26 Budget created a $3 billion Maritime Development Fund to support the
Shipping Ministry.

2025-26 & Fsie 7 $3 faforas #der R w3 Fr givon $r 15, Taa AT dmeg
TAY Ao

The policy also supports shipbuilding clusters to expand the range and capacity of
vessels.

g A STgrer fAATT Faret o Y sorar Y & arfer stgreit i Aforar 3k av#var sors o
T |

India needs to invest in ice-breaking fleets and structural upgrades for Arctic-suited
travel.
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ONTACT: 9971932488 O Loy
HR I Fi g arer A3 3N FLAATTHF FURT F fAder L= gram i e amar
FISATSAT T THTAT ST Th |

India’s Strategic Choice in the Arctic: Urgency, Dialogue, and
Diplomacy

IThfew 7 s Y relfas feam: arewfasar, warg 3k weadfa

e There is an urgent need for India to engage in multilateral dialogue on capacity
building, training requisites, and knowledge sharing.

mﬁﬁw,ﬂmmmﬁ,aﬂ?mwmwwﬁa‘gﬁmmﬁ

dcohTel HTIT ST AR
e Could 2025 be the year of action for India’s Arctic ambitions?

FIT 2025 R &Y 3TTehfeeh HAgcarhiel3il & foiT FRars #T 9§ 9T bl £7

Arctic Circle India Forum 2025
3Tbfed Ubd ST WIRH 2025

e The Arctic Circle India Forum is scheduled on May 3 and 4, 2025, in New Delhi.
3 31X 4 AE 2025 &t 7€ el I MFfed Thel S2AT PRA 3MATST fohar ST
e This forum will bring an India- and Asia-centric perspective to Arctic discussions.

I BRA AR AR TRT Fra gfeewior a0t 3rehiess T3t & v |

e |t should drive momentum for India’s Arctic policy through stakeholder consultations,
partnerships, and possibly a ‘polar ambassador’.

Ig BRA e e, arstaiaE, ik d@ad: v ier vrawst & AgfEa & AreaA
d ST ¥ 3hfeer A Y 3719 T FehelT ¢

Rising Arctic Cargo and Climate Warnings

9T 3Tk Frelt AR Srerary Aarafar

e Cargo shipment on the Northern Sea Route (NSR) rose from 41,000 tonnes in 2010
to 37.9 million tonnes in 2024.

Northern Sea Route (NSR) W 11T 9f@gsT 2010 & 41,000 &= & Sgax 2024 & 37.9
AT a1 81 13|

e Meanwhile, global temperatures in 2024 crossed the 1.5°C mark above pre-industrial
levels.

ST &I, 2024 ¥ dRae araerTe o 3ite@ifIeE qF FaRi & 1.5°C 1 HAT T R & o]
e This indicates a possible long-term breach of the Paris Agreement threshold.

I IR gHsld Y HiAT F &9 THT TF o™ HI GHGT 1 AT 8
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India must balance between commercial interests and environmental responsibility
in one of the world’s most fragile ecosystems.

T T T & Wad Fagarelier aik o ol & & ven & anforfoge feat 3ik
TATeoi FAFAGRY & S HJolel ST 81|

Playing with Ice and Fire: Choosing Allies Wisely
T AR 3T F WeT: WA WT-HAFHT Tl

Russia, with its vast Arctic coastline, Arctic navigation experience, and trained
personnel, is a logical partner for India.

T, Toreehy faremmer amehfes aetanT, afadter srgera, 3 v wat §, sa & fav v
TATHTIA HIHER &

India and Russia decided to form a working group on NSR during the Modi-Putin
summit in July 2024 in Moscow.

S[AIT§ 2024 H AR A gU AE-gfer R@T FAea & aR1eT 3R 3R & 2 NSR T
HE ST 7 0Ty forar|

The Chennai-Vladivostok Maritime Corridor could link Indian ports to NSR ports like
Pevek, Tiksi, and Sabetta.

AeTS-caTTerarEde WA TAIRT $TR &I Pevek, Tiksi, 3 Sabetta 31 NSR Sg¥emgt
A SIS FeheTT 8

Aligning with Russia may also suggest indirect support to China’s Polar Silk Road, a
part of its Belt and Road Initiative.

T & Y 518 AT DI & Do} e V3, 1 [ doe vz Uz safeles & e g,

& 3TcTeT GHYT & ToheTT &
The NSR allows China to bypass the Malacca Strait and gain more control over Arctic
shipping routes.

NSR o7 &l HAFHT TASHEHET I T 8 & IR Fel 3R Arhfed Al @ s
foraror areY Y 3regAfa S B

If India leans towards the Western bloc and U.S., it risks losing access to Russian-
controlled Arctic resources.

I TR ARt e 3R AR Y 3 AT &, o 96 TH-fAFRAT Irhfes wamu=t @

Y AT FehlT &
An ideal strategy would be to engage with both Russia and the U.S., despite the
complexity.

TS ATEeT T g 819l o 91 & 31X AR St & arer Frsieil Y, 871 &7 I8
Sfeer gl

India should also partner with Japan and South Korea, who share its concerns on
China-Russia Arctic collaboration.
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R T AT 31T STA0T FINAT & T T TGN HLeAT AT, S DNeA-W e Fgar
FI JhT AR ST &Y Raw @a g1

e These countries can jointly push for reforms in the Arctic Council to make it more
inclusive and equitable.

4 &2 fAeTent Jmfes aRwe 7 FUR I gehleld T Fehd ¢, Torad dg 3R 3Tt gamaeft
3R RIS 5 Feh|

Arctic Council

Thfesd aRwe

e The Arctic Council is a high-level intergovernmental forum established to address
issues faced by Arctic governments and indigenous communities in the Arctic
region.

IERF INE Tk 3TI-TANT THRT & 7 #1747 & [5Q 3mhicH 87 7 anhied Twari 3R
Infearet FASTAT SART HHAT T ST 78 Heal Bl §of el o [T T o aram |

« It plays a pivotal role in facilitating cooperation, coordination, and interaction
among Arctic States on common issues, especially sustainable development and
environmental protection.

g UG 3ehfean ot & e wgar, §aead, 3R GRER ST 1 q¢1ar ool & 315 $fATT
fovammeh 8, Traent wae fase 31X gatavor wveTor S Aeel W

Formation and Mandate

o IR INFR &7

e The Council was formally established through the Ottawa Declaration of 1996.
g v 3igarRe &9 & 1996 Y iterar evor & ATegs & TU1fa 6 a1s o)

o It does not deal with military security, but focuses on scientific cooperation, climate
change, biodiversity, marine environment, and socioeconomic development of
indigenous Arctic populations.

Ig URvE Ao &I & HATET 81 8, SToeh AT HgawT, STearg IRade, s
fafarerar, @Y watawor, 3R 3hfes & anfeardt aegeral & grTfas-nfds fawm o
ETeT e A B

Membership Structure
HeTIdT FIAAT
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« Only sovereign states with territory within the Arctic Circle are eligible for full
membership.

FHad 3 AwY I ot Yty srdbfess ada & iR smeft B, gof werwren & u g €
o There are eight Arctic States, all of whom are founding members of the Council:
IS IFHRF qA g, ST G IRV & FEIIF WEET ¢
o Canada
hellsST
o Denmark (including Greenland and the Faroe Islands)

oAt (Srae fierels 3k W ghiwwag anfae §)

o Finland
freTals

o lceland
TS

o Norway
Ard

o Russia
~H

o Sweden
iz

o United States
TgFd T AR

Indigenous Permanent Participants

snfeardY T yfasmef

« The Council recognizes indigenous communities as vital stakeholders.
aRwe snfeard aHerat S Agcaqol Rt & & # A-Idr & B

e These groups are designated as Permanent Participants, allowing them full
consultation rights in all negotiations and decisions.

o1 Tl ! T yfasmeft & &9 7 AR forar o §, forad 3¢ woit ardiai 3k
foroTat o qof wareret srfteR e €
o Some examples of Indigenous Permanent Participants include:
anfeardt Tyl gfasnfai & $o e 8
o Arctic Athabaskan Council (AAC)
ITHfeFd vyEERdT aRuE (AAC)

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page29

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

o Inuit Circumpolar Council (ICC)
g7sc FHaek IRwE (1CC)
o Gwich’in Council International (GCI)

Faasa 3@ e (GCI)

Observer States and Organizations
wideTd TsT 3T Garea

o Observer status is open to non-Arctic states, intergovernmental organizations, and
NGOs, approved by Arctic Council Ministers during biennial ministerial meetings.

TddaTH FT gl IR-3rhfew o, THERT FIraat, 3R IR-Tat F@raat & fow
gell ¢, ol gvar ast F g arelt 7= Tady doat A #Asglt & el B

o Observer States are not granted voting rights, but may attend meetings, provide
scientific expertise, and engage in working groups.

q3aTd S20Y F AdS FT FARR AT BT, dfhed I dSHT & 91T o TFA §,
defas fdvAare ad & 3N F Fegh A o1 o ghd §

Observer States (as of 2021)
qdqeTh 2 (2021 dF)

o Atotal of 13 non-Arctic states currently hold observer status:
Fof 13 I-3mh e & aAeT H addeTE gt I@d §:
o Germany (since 1998)
STHT (1998 &)
o Netherlands (since 1998)
Aexdzw (1998 &)
o Poland (since 1998)
qrelg (1998 &)
o United Kingdom (since 1998)
1SS fHarsa (1998 )
o France (since 2000)
W (2000 &)
o Spain (since 2006)
FeT (2006 &)
o China (since 2013)
et (2013 &)
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o India (since 2013)

R (2013 &)

o Italy (since 2013)
gedl (2013 &)

o Japan (since 2013)
SAT9TeT (2013 &)

o South Korea (since 2013)
gfaror RIRAT (2013 @)

o Singapore (since 2013)
f¥amqR (2013 @)

o Switzerland (since 2017)
Ragsels (2017 @)

Eligibility Criteria for Observer States (Revised in 2011)
TddeTd TSl & fT grEdr ARes (2011 # @NfE)

In 2011, the Arctic Council revised its observer criteria with notable conditions.

2011 3 3Tehieeh RYE o 39el GHAETHh AGIGS! Sl $© YA al & Ay FAMfe
icl

Applicants must recognize the sovereignty, sovereign rights, and jurisdiction of Arctic
states in the region.

e F 8 IHRF St 1 HwHE, Wy ARAFRT IR AMRAFR I FHFR
HLAT BT

Must recognize the extensive legal framework in the Arctic Ocean, particularly the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).

TG T 3Thiceh HEHERR H AU Hiefell &, [adw &9 AHHAG & Fleld W
HYFd IS FFAST (UNCLOS) &Y AT =it gt

Should contribute to the Council’s work through scientific and technical expertise or
financial contributions.

3¢ IRNYE & FF A dafasw 3 aedd Fdvaar ar T aeeE s Areas O
ANTETeT ST ARy
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Key Functions and Working Groups
qET 4 3R F1F 79

The Council operates through six working groups, each focusing on different environmental
or developmental themes.

e 8% F FHEI & ALIH § H1 el g, S AP warewoir a1 R[wm
Fath Rl T e Siga &= g1

Key working groups include:

HEY ® gl A A g

Arctic Monitoring and Assessment Programme (AMAP)

mhfeEd AIRmE 3R Aeaiwa FFA (AMAP)

Conservation of Arctic Flora and Fauna (CAFF)

ITHhfed gawafa 3 ST aeator (CAFF)

Protection of the Arctic Marine Environment (PAME)

ke WA qATaTor Hr FI&T (PAME)

Sustainable Development Working Group (SDWG)
¥dd s F @I (SDWG)

Importance of the Arctic Region

3Thfedh 81T T Agcd

The Arctic is critical to global climate regulation and holds vast untapped natural
resources like oil, gas, and minerals.

3mhieeh &1 Afae Srerary fafarrer & faw srcya wgeaqot & 3R sa# A« v sk wlast s
faermer rfaw A wrpfas waree #isg &

The melting Arctic ice has opened up new shipping routes and economic opportunities,
raising geopolitical and environmental concerns.

ﬁmﬁmaﬁﬁ%mmwmmﬁmﬁm&maﬁr
Wvﬁwﬁmmﬁrgé%*l

Climate change is causing rapid warming in the Arctic—about twice the global average—
which the Council seeks to mitigate.
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Serarg aRaeer & HROT 3T 7 et a1t g1 W t—ait ARaw sitaa & wrererr gl o
IRSE HH S T I T ¢

India and the Arctic Council

Ra 3i¥ 3mdhfew aRue

India was granted Observer status in 2013 during the Kiruna Ministerial Meeting.
HRA FT 2013 H e 7t a7 do& & GRIT TddeTH FT gl TeTeT [T 137 2T

India has established the Himadri Research Station in Svalbard, Norway to conduct Arctic
research in climate science, polar biology, and atmospheric sciences.

Wﬁ#ﬁ%mﬁ%mﬁmmmﬁwm%a@?%mﬁm,w
Shafarmer it argese e & 3 sregeee w gl

India supports a science-based, policy-neutral approach and acknowledges the sovereign
rights of Arctic nations.

HR Teh frarer-amuia, Afoera w7 & gevy gfScanior & gAY wiar § 3R srsfew wset &
9 HTAFRT T FlHN AT |
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EU’s far-right vs judiciary conflict

Certain far-right political figures in the European Union have been subjects of recent high-profile court cases that did not end in their favour, giving rise (o

accusations of political persecution and some deep contentions about judicial independence

S Paper Il: Europ

EXPLAINER

The story so far:
cross the European Union, a
significant and escalating
conflict is unfolding between
ascendant right-wing
nationalist parties and the judicial
systems of member states. Recent court
rulings targeting prominent far-right
figures have led to accusations of political
persecution and calls for protest, forming
part of a broader, deeply contentious
struggle over judicial independence, the
rule of law, and the very nature of
democratic governance.

‘Which rulings have intensified the
conflict?

The immediate triggers for the
heightened conflict are several
high-profile court decisions. In France,
the political landscape was shaken when
the Paris Criminal Court delivered a
verdict on March 31 against Marine Le
Pen, leader of the National Rally (RN)
party, sentencing her for the
embezzlement of EU funds. The sentence
included a four-year prison term (two
years suspended) and, crucially, a
five-year ban from holding public office.
This ruling, handed down just over two
years before the anticipated 2027 French
presidential elections in which Ms. Le Pen
was a leading contender, effectively
sidelines her unless overturned on
appeal.

Similar confrontations are evident
elsewhere. In Romania, the Constitutional
Court upheld a decision barring Calin
Georgescu, a far-right figure who
unexpectedly topped the first round of
the 2024 presidential election before it
was annulled, from running in the
rescheduled May 2025 contest. The
court’s actions were rooted in the
principle of “militant democracy”, citing
Mr. Georgescu'’s alleged antidemocratic
behaviour, fraudulent campaign financing
declarations, and suspected links to
Russian-backed subversion efforts, which
led to the annulment of the initial election
results.

Meanwhile, in Germany, the domestic
intelligence agency (BfV) has classified the
Alternative for Germany (AfD) party as a
suspected threat to democracy and the
constitution, placing it under closer
scrutiny. Although formal attempts to ban
parties in Germany face high legal hurdles
and have rarely succeeded since the
1950s, the BfV's designation highlights
deep concerns within the German
establishment about the AfD's
compatibility with the country’s “free
democratic basic order”.

‘What are the reactions?

The reactions from the targeted parties
and their supporters have been swift and
defiant. Ms. Le Pen and her supporters
immediately decried the verdict, framing
it as politically motivated. She labelled the
proceedings a “political witch hunt”
aimed at crippling her party and argued
the Sapin II law, on the basis of which she
was banned from running for office, was
being improperly applied retrospectively.
Vowing not to “give up”, Ms. Le Pen has
appealed the decision, with a hearing
scheduled for 2026.

Meanwhile, fellow nationalist leaders
across the continent commented on the
rulings. Following the Le Pen verdict,
Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orbéin
posted “Je Suis Marine™ on the social

Address
Email Id :

Grand stand: Reactions to the conviction of Marine Le Pen included a demonstration called by SOS Racisme, French Human Rights League (LDH) and the
French union General Confederation of Labour (CGT) to ‘defend the rule of law' in Paris, on April 12. AP

media platform X, while Italy’s Deputy
Prime Minister Matteo Salvini, leader of
the Lega party, also voiced support for
Ms. Le Pen and criticised ‘Brussels’ and
‘leftwing radicals’.

The AfD in Germany has pursued legal
challenges against the BfV’s surveillance
and classification decisions, while also
taking internal steps, such as dissolving its
official youth wing (“Young
Alternative”)-which the BfV had classified
as extremist—in a move Politico described
as potentially aiming to avert a ban and
destigmatise the party.

The narrative consistently pushed by
the European conservative-nationalists is
that these legal actions are not genuine
applications of law but rather politically
motivated manoeuvres by an entrenched
“establishment” or “elite” seeking to
eliminate potent electoral rivals who have
been gaining significant ground across
Europe.

How does this impact wider
European politics?
This resonates with a segment of the
populace disillusioned with traditional
politics. They argue that the judiciary -
far from being impartial — has become a
tool to suppress conservative-nationalist
movements, questioning the selective
application of laws like Sapin IT and
alleging that similar transgressions by
mainstream figures are often overlooked.
This conflict feeds into a wider,
ongoing debate within the EU concerning
the meaning and application of the rule of
law. Liberal and centrist forces, alongside
EU institutions like the Court of Justice of
the European Union (CJEU), strongly
maintain that adherence to the rule of
law, including judicial independence and
constitutional checks and balances, is
fundamental to the Union'’s values and
legal order.

They view attacks on the judiciary,
particularly measures aimed at curtailing
its independence as seen in Poland,
during the former ultra-conservative
PiS-led government, and currently in
Hungary under Mr. Orbin, as direct
threats to democracy itself.

Conversely, many
conservative-nationalist voices argue that
the “rule of law” concept is being
weaponised by Brussels and national
elites to impose a specific political
agenda, overriding national sovereignty
and democratic mandates.

Are foreign actors involved?

Adding another layer of complexity are
persistent concerns about foreign
interference, particularly from Russia.
Analysis from institutions like the
Carnegie Endowment for International
Peace and reports from organisations like
‘The Soufan Center suggest systematic
Russian efforts to undermine democratic
processes in the West through
disinformation, financial support for
extremist parties, and cyber operations.

The Romanian election annulment
explicitly referenced suspicions of
external manipulation favouring Mr.
Georgescu, and historical financial links
between parties like Ms. Le Pen’s RN and
Russian entities fuel anxieties about
Moscow’s influence.

While direct interference can be hard
to isolate from domestic political
dynamics, experts warn that Russia
actively cultivates networks and exploits
existing vulnerabilities within EU member
states to promote anti-EU, anti-NATO
sentiment and destabilise liberal
democracies from within,

Prominent figures outside Europe have
also weighed in. Following the Le Pen
ruling, U.S. Vice President J.D. Vance had
stated that the conviction was imposed
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for a “very minor offense” and the
resulting ban was “not democracy”.
Tech billionaire Elon Musk called the
ruling “abuse” that would “backfire”,
comparing it to legal actions against U.S.
President Donald Trump and accusing
“the radical left” of abusing the legal
system globally to jail opponents.

Where does it leave the rule of law?
The escalating clash leaves the principle
of the rule of law in a precarious position.
When significant portions of the
electorate perceive the judiciary not as an
independent arbiter but as a political
actor actively working against their
chosen representatives, trust in
fundamental democratic institutions
erodes.

The rhetoric popularised by figures like
Mr. Trump, calling to “drain the swamp”,
finds fertile ground among Europeans,
particularly younger generations who
may lack lived memory of authoritarian
regimes of communist Eastern Europe
and right-wing military dictatorships in
Iberia and Greece, where courts
genuinely served as instruments of
political oppression.

This erosion of trust poses a long-term
challenge. As Marek Safjan, a former
judge of the Polish Constitutional
Tribunal and the CJEU, noted, while the
European judiciary, particularly the CJEU,
commands significant respect and has
been key to integration, it is not immune
to political pressures and the rise of
populism.

If courts are increasingly seen as mere
players in the political fray rather than
guardians of constitutional principles, the
essential checks and balances
underpinning European democracies risk
being fatally weakened, opening the door
to further democratic backsliding and
instability.

THE GIST

v

A few prominent cases —
including the verdicts against
National Rally leader Marine
Le Pen in France and Calin
Georgescu in Romania, and
government action against
Alternative for Germany in
Germany — have served as
triggers, escalating this
conflict.

v

The targeted parties and
fellow nationalist leaders have
been quick to react, terming
the legal action as politically
motivated manoeuvres.

v

The clash leaves the principle
of law in a precarious
position, and the trust in
fundamental democratic
institutions in the lurch.
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O W 7 STRATGY TATH AT FT e

Across the European Union, a significant and escalating conflict is
unfolding between ascendant right-wing nationalist parties and the
judicial systems of member states.

TG T # 39l §F afaroraed Iegard) arféat 3 wewd Sut i S
wnﬁﬁa:aﬁawaasﬁﬁmganmamﬁanw%l

Recent court rulings targeting prominent far-right figures have led to accusations of
political persecution and calls for protest, sparking a debate on judicial
independence and democratic governance.

BTl o AT o (0Tl o Y@ SfaToTaely AcT3it ot f¥ermeTn S &, TS Terehfas
WATST & 3TRIY o1 § 3R wfAF Faaar aur Aiwdiias AT I T6H Y& 81 7S ¢

Which rulings have intensified the conflict?

i T AT o T Fi 3R T

In France, on March 31, the Paris Criminal Court sentenced Marine Le Pen, leader of
the National Rally (RN), for embezzlement of EU funds.

W H, 31 AT T IRA r ITaAF raTere o AweTel Yelt (RN) T S 7 o 97 1 §3
%3 & A & [T Holl G|

The sentence included a 4-year prison term (2 years suspended) and a 5-year ban
from holding public office, just over 2 years before the 2027 French presidential
election.

39 Tl H 4 el Y ol (2 I1e fAcifad) 3R 5 a1 & foe adsrfas 9g w afaeer anfde
T, i T 2027 Wit Iregafar gama & S 2 A gge 3177

In Romania, the Constitutional Court barred Calin Georgescu, a far-right figure, from
contesting the May 2025 rescheduled election citing militant democracy and alleged
fraudulent declarations.

afarT A, waenfas SArarery o SioTadl Adr FfAeT Sioed l 7§ 2025 & FafaeiRa
AT H 19T ool | Ffas T & e, Tg e gU o I fAferée saws i e o fore o
3R 37 W OrETed § I Son3 1 IR 47|

In Germany, the domestic intelligence agency (BfV) classified the Alternative for
Germany (AfD) party as a suspected threat to democracy, placing it under close
surveillance.

S 7, oo GRFar Tt (BfV) o Sitelt & fore e (ATD) urdt 1 deaa & faw v
HHTAT TR N Y U 30 W AIRTEA seT & 81
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What are the reactions?

Marine Le Pen and her supporters denounced the verdict as a politically motivated
witch hunt and claimed the Sapin Il law was being applied retrospectively.

mawwmmﬁawmaﬁmﬁmmu@mw@s@w
Tttt |ferer s fear 3R et o AT 1| Freger 1 qdeardt &% & o fomar = g1

Ms. Le Pen has appealed the decision, and a hearing is scheduled in 2026.
& 9T o 39 0T & T@or srdfier g A1 8, Toraeht gears 2026 # iR g

Other nationalist leaders, including Hungarian PM Viktor Orban and Italy’s Deputy PM
Matteo Salvini, expressed solidarity with Le Pen and criticised the EU.

3T TSEAET AT S §INY & T [T 3ifasT 31k seall & 39 gerner= A
aifeadt o o 97 & fa goreder cgard T 3R g &er i Jretteret 67|

The AfD challenged the BfV’s designation in court and dissolved its youth wing
(“Young Alternative”), which was labelled extremist by BfV.

AfD & BfV & farofar sl 3feTerdd # el &1 iR 3701 aT AT@ ("9 3ieei=Afea™) i s
o fera, Tordr aaraedt enfiier fema arar e

Far-right leaders claim these legal actions are not impartial, but attempts by the
establishment to eliminate political rivals.

STRTOTIRY ST T ETaT § o A Fefoll PRATSAT TASTET G &, o TS STTEAT GaRT
o SRRl 1 e & R |

How does this impact wider European politics?

Tg SIS AN Tehfa A F& wanfaa sear §?

Many citizens disillusioned with traditional politics feel the judiciary is biased and
being used to suppress conservative-nationalist movements.

FS AT S RURET Ar=ifa & Her §, A § & saraafasr qarardy gy s g 31k
FEaTd)-Tseard) AEYAAT T gaTel & foTT SHAT 3YTIT fohaT T 38T &

This conflict feeds into the larger debate on the rule of law, with liberal and centrist
forces arguing that judicial independence is essential for democracy.

T THD FeleT & ATHT T ol TET T3T I H 1 gl &l &, ST IaRarar AR Fgadt ared
AT & foh R Tadaar died & faw sraegs |

Examples of attacks on the judiciary in Poland and Hungary under right-wing
governments are cited as threats to democracy.

qelE 3T &Y & fAvTYdY FIFERT & dgd ~A—UIfaeT 9T gHd! &l dldhdd & foT @al &
T H @ IAT |

Conservative-nationalists argue that the rule of law is being weaponised by Brussels
elites to undermine national sovereignty.
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FHAR FT & o0 SRAAR IATAT 71 ET &

Foreign Involvement in EU Judicial Conflicts

§g wa1f® gt 7 faeeft gty

Persistent concerns about foreign interference, especially from
Russia

el graaiy, Ayt T &, F dHT AIER =—ar

e Adding another layer of complexity, there are persistent concerns about foreign
interference, particularly from Russia.

3 A A AR Sifee il g0, el awaaid, favent & &1 oot IR Riame o= g5
gl
o Analysis from institutions like the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace and

reports from The Soufan Center highlight systematic Russian efforts to undermine
democratic processes in the West.

FTefall USTAC B FeTorereTel N STl HEAT3HT 3R & Fbrer We ohr Roreh 7 afas
AR TRERATHT P FAGR HI & FHT FATRT Y Th Fegaread Torafer it 30T gemr
fepar arar g

e Methods include disinformation, financial support for extremist parties, and cyber
operations.

3T el 3 IreTd FIAT SerelT, TRATY WIfEat Y faehwr wgrar &an, 3R g gAd
enfaer &

Specific examples of suspected foreign manipulation

g fagelt grdeig & faflrse 3egor

e The Romanian election annulment explicitly cited suspicions of external
manipulation in favour of Mr. Georgescu.

WIS ToATa Y T et A TAAT &0 F A SIfofeg & va7 F qredy geaaiq
3{TRISHT3T ST gaTell feaT Ir=T|

o Historical financial links between parties like Marine Le Pen’s National Rally (RN) and
Russian entities further fuel concerns about Moscow’s influence.

FIT & U Y AReTer Yell (RN) SiE aiféan iR wlt gt & v @ e waer aten
& YT T I FAAT3TT ot 3R Fera &1
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Challenges in identifying direct interference

WY gEAIT Y ggaTT H HfsATSAT

 While direct interference is hard to isolate from domestic political dynamics, experts
warn of Russia’s active cultivation of networks inside EU states.

glelifeh WY FEAETT ohl B st TRTEATADT & 37eTeT HTell hideT &, TaRIve Arasir
& § o v S 3ot & ofie Aead AR F@ A afva B

e The goal is to exploit vulnerabilities and promote anti-EU, anti-NATO sentiment,
destabilising liberal democracies from within.

SHHT 3643 FAINNRAT FT FIIGT 35T, § I ATeY RAeft s1ae1m &1 derar &1 3}
3ERATEY dlweat Y e # 37U F B

International reactions to EU judicial actions

$g T FREEAl W AR yfaferane

e Following the Le Pen ruling, U.S. Vice President J.D. Vance stated the conviction was
for a “very minor offence” and called the resulting ban “not democracy”.

& 9 & Thel & S HARDT STrSgufer S a1 A e ok Tg T O g A
9 & o o 31k 3 aRoTHETawy e =T wfaeey " didad A8 B
e Elon Musk called the ruling an “abuse” that would “backfire”, comparing it to legal

actions against Donald Trump and accused the “radical left” of abusing legal systems
globally.

Tl HER o 8 hifol &l Ueh "GEIANT" el Sl " IEeT AT FJM, 3R SHHT Tl Selles
€ & T P QTR & PR §U "HEeT IAYRAA" T gfetam s H Fiefedt a3t F
GEUANT T 3TRIT ST |

Where does it leave the rule of law?
IE FTTT & ATHA F) F1 SISaAT 87

o The escalating clash places the rule of law in a precarious position.
FE SGCT G3T CHIT FHTefeT & AT 1 AT Rufy #F srer gar g

o If voters view the judiciary as a political actor rather than an independent arbiter,
trust in democratic institutions weakens.

I AAGTAT =ATITTToRT ST Ueh FaT ACIEYT T I ISTelifcid T8THR & ¥ H ST ¢,
ar Ahdifs T A Faw AR glar gl
¢ Rhetoric like “drain the swamp”, popularised by Donald Trump, finds support in

Europe, especially among younger generations unfamiliar with past authoritarian
regimes.
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"3 FAFT S AART BT, ST SNATes ST o SR ST SArT, I 7 Farerwa ganat 7 gl
fAeTaT 8, S ATaTeY ATHeT & 3737 & I 8
These generations may not remember Eastern European communist regimes or

military dictatorships in Iberia and Greece, where courts were tools of political
oppression.

7g A qeff 0 Fr Frgfaree wwert a1 AR 3 A i d=r aemenfit a8
ST, ST =TT Totelfas SHeT & 3YHIT |

Long-term challenge for democratic systems

Aditaes saaedr & faw drdwfas getdh

This erosion of trust in the judiciary is a long-term threat to European democracy.
TR # g fearw it firrae, Ui dead & fav v s aawr gl

According to Marek Safjan, former judge of the Polish Constitutional Tribunal and
CJEU, even respected institutions like the CJEU are not immune to political pressure.

drels & Tdenfas Farnfasor 3 Weigdy & q& S 7R AIFeTe & 3ER, Jgi
% o deigdy siet weaTfara e s Torehfae qame & saa 7d1 ¢ |

If courts are increasingly seen as political players rather than constitutional
guardians, checks and balances in European democracies may be fatally weakened.

Ifeg Tt o Gdfas GaTw H T Teiifas @Al & T H @7 S0 o=, ar
U elercial T HEATTT HeJereT ToTrelt 7 T & FHSAR &1 Fehll &
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India’s political infodemic:
notes from five State elections

Targeted campaigns and pointed propaganda have made their way directly to private messages, shaping public

opinion and discourse in unexpected ways, and thereby offering a modern means to electoral victory

S Paper |I: Elections

Vignesh Karthik K.R.
Aakansha Tandon

ndia’s vibrant democratic
landscape has always been marked
by theatrics: mass rallies,
passionate speeches, and intensive
door-to-door campaigning. Yet, the past
decade has witnessed this traditional
electoral model intertwine significantly
with digital platforms, giving rise to a
phenomenon of ‘infodemic’. While the
word initially referred to the deluge of
misleading information during the
COVID-19 crisis, it now applies equally
well to the continual onslaught of
propaganda, half-truths, and outright
falsehoods in political communication.

This new-age electoral dynamic,
meticulously analysed by Joyojeet Pal,
Azhagu Meena, Drupa Dinnie Charles and
Anmol Panda, manifests most visibly in
private messaging spaces like WhatsApp,
placing targeted propaganda directly into
users’ hands and everyday conversations.
The turning point emerged distinctly
during the 2014 general elections, when
Prime Minister Narendra Modi leveraged
social media effectively, notably X (then
Twitter), to bypass traditional media
gatekeepers.

With internet penetration in India now
reaching about 88 crore users and
WhatsApp itself boasting over 59 crore
active accounts, digital strategies have
become indispensable campaign tools.
Researchers Kiran Garimella and Dean
Eckles highlight how manipulated images
and misleading messages infiltrate local
networks rapidly, outpacing fact-checking
efforts.

Infiltrating community spaces
Central to the political infodemic is the
covert infiltration of private WhatsApp
groups, which were initially formed for
community or casual interactions. These
spaces have become prime targets for
propaganda.

Local activists frequently compile voter
lists, adding unsuspecting citizens into
WhatsApp groups cleverly disguised as
community forums, Resident Welfare
Associations, or hobbyist groups. These
groups gradually disseminate politically
charged messages, embedding subtle
propaganda into everyday interactions.
Pal et al., emphasise how effectively these
messages spread.

Once they permeate small groups,
mainstream media often pick up these
trends, amplifying their reach and
lending them credibility. The result is a
rapid transition from localised
misinformation to national headlines,
significantly altering public perception.

The WhatsApp Pramukh model
A highly organised mechanism drives
these digital strategies. The Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP)’s implementation of
‘WhatsApp Pramukhs’, as analysed by
researcher Divish Joshi, exemplifies this
structured approach. These Pramukhs
manage digital communications at local
levels, systematically categorising voters
based on caste, religion, economic status,
and other demographics. They then
distribute carefully crafted
content—memes, videos, and doctored
images—aligned with party agendas.
Local booth workers, often acting as
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Vital tool: Be it Prime Minister Narendra Modi leveraging social media platforms ahead of the 2014

general elections or the BJP's Sheesh Mahal narrative in the run up to the Delhi elections, digital
campaigns have proven quite effective. G. RAMAKRISHNA; PTI

WhatsApp Pramukhs, monitor content
effectiveness meticulously, tracking
engagement through forwards and
responses. Messages that resonate well
are swiftly amplified across multiple
groups, creating a powerful ripple effect.
Political leaders leverage these strategies
deliberately, ensuring that their talking
points penetrate deeply into community
dialogues.

Data-driven targeting and profiling
Hyperlocal influence hinges significantly
on sophisticated voter profiling. Parties
purchase or obtain voter data, analysing it
to identify community affiliations,
regional issues, and ideological leanings.
This data informs the creation of targeted
WhatsApp groups tailored to specific
demographic or interest cohorts.

Telangana’s recent Assembly elections
exemplify such micro-targeting. The
Congress successfully cultivated digital
volunteer networks, strategically
highlighting agrarian distress and
electricity costs to discredit incumbents,
significantly impacting rural voter
sentiment. Conversely, the BJP leveraged
community-based groups, circulating
nationalist and Hindutva-centric appeals.

Garimella and Eckles note rampant
image-based disinformation, including
old protest images repurposed against
political rivals, proliferating unchecked in
these groups and effectively polarising
local communities.

Similarly, in Andhra Pradesh,
Chandrababu Naidu’s Telugu Desam
Party (TDP) claimed oversight of
approximately 1.5 lakh WhatsApp groups.
These groups delivered hyper-targeted
content focusing on caste affiliations,
regional disparities, and unemployment,
responding dynamically to voter
reactions. The rival Yuvajana Sramika

Rythu Congress Party (YSRCP) employed
a comparable digital apparatus through
its “Team Jagananna” app, addressing
voter queries and emphasising party
achievements. This targeted digital rivalry
deeply influenced local voter behaviour,
often exacerbating existing social divides.

Five elections, one strategy

Across various Indian States, digital
tactics exhibit distinct regional
adaptations while retaining overarching
strategies

In Telangana, the Congress harnessed
digital volunteers to emphasise voter
concerns effectively, whereas the BJP ran
covert community-centric campaigns
emphasising religious sentiments.

For the Andhra Pradesh elections,
TDP’s extensive WhatsApp group network
focused intensely on caste and regional
identities, employing strategic
misinformation campaigns around
sensitive issues like land rights. The
YSRCP mirrored these strategies with
equal efficiency albeit less effectively,
promoting welfare initiatives and
undermining Opposition narratives.

In the Maharashtra elections, the BJP,
notably under Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis, projected infrastructural
achievements through tailored digital
campaigns. The Opposition responded
with counter-narratives, though not
without missteps—such as sharing
misleading visuals that were quickly
debunked.

As for the Haryana elections, BJP
activists infiltrated community groups
with narratives emphasising caste
consolidation and strong leadership,
embedding propaganda subtly into local
traditions and folklore. The Congress
struggled to match this grassroots
approach, highlighting a significant
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disparity in digital reach.

For the Delhi elections, Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) and BJP fiercely contested
through Al-generated memes and viral
content, with each party rapidly
disseminating targeted narratives to
specific demographic segments. BJP’s
“Sheesh Mahal” narrative contrasted with
AAP’s pointed criticism of governance
issues, demonstrating the potency of
rapid digital dissemination.

Incentivising digital volunteer armies
Recognising the significance of motivated
digital cadres, parties have invested in
incentivisation mechanisms. The BJP has
launched multiple apps—Kamal Connect,
Saral App, and Nation with Namo-to
assign tasks, track volunteer
performance, and maintain competitive
leaderboards, enhancing volunteer
engagement through gamification.

Similarly, the Congress rewarded
Telangana volunteers contributing to
electoral success with digital smart cards
offering insurance and potential party
roles. Regional parties like TDP and
YSRCP have also developed sophisticated
digital volunteer management systems,
using real-time feedback to refine their
outreach.

Democratic implications, challenges
As Pal et al., stress, digital platforms have
merged irrevocably with traditional
electoral campaigning. This fusion erodes
distinctions between overt advertising
and covert propaganda, creating fertile
ground for manipulative political
communication.

Garimella and Eckles warn that
encrypted private channels like
WhatsApp accelerate the spread of
unchecked misinformation, overpowering
fact-checking efforts due to sheer volume
and speed. The broader democratic
implications are profound. When
misinformation saturates personal
conversations, it skews voter perceptions
and potentially compromises electoral
integrity, making informed democratic
choices challenging. Effective
countermeasures depend significantly on
civil society vigilance, independent
journalism, and informed citizen activism
to expose and counter manipulative
strategies.

‘What next?

The future promises intensified battles
over digital influence, as parties
continuously refine methods to dominate
encrypted spaces. India’s infodemic
symbolises a broader global trend where
digital micro-targeting increasingly shapes
electoral outcomes subtly yet decisively.

Although fact-checking organisations
exist, they struggle to match the speed
and volume of viral content. Also, when
half-truths are deployed in a war of
narratives, fact-checking has a chequered
impact.

The choice before Indian democracy is
clear: heightened vigilance and proactive
intervention to safeguard electoral
integrity or passive acceptance of digital
manipulation as a new political norm.
Ultimately, preserving genuine
democratic engagement hinges on
collective responsibility—by alert citizens,
proactive media, and responsive civil
society—in mitigating the corrosive effects
of unchecked digital propaganda.

Without widespread watchfulness, the
infodemic will continue to flourish, subtly
nudging millions of citizens in directions
they might never have chosen through
genuine, open discourse.

Vignesh Karthik K.R. is a postdoctoral
research fellow of Indian and Indonesian
politics at the Royal Netherlands Institute of
Southeast Asian and Caribbean Studies -
Leiden.

Aakansha Tandon is a political
consultant based in the NCR.
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India’s Political Infodemic: Notes from Five State Elections

AR Y Toreiifard SHISTAF: i Uo7 qaral § Aew

Modern Propaganda in Private Spaces
forslY srarel #F amyfa® y=R

e Targeted campaigns and pointed propaganda have started reaching private messages,
influencing public opinion and discourse in unexpected ways.

a@amwmqwmmﬁeﬁmq@ﬁaﬁ%,mmﬁm
ATTAT Il & Teiad 8 | &

e This new form offers a modern path to electoral victory.

g AT cIhT AT ST T ITegfores ATeIH 51 a1 &

Digital Transformation of Traditional Politics

WRETT TS &1 Bfeed aRad«

¢ India's democratic tradition has long included mass rallies, passionate speeches, and
door-to-door campaigns.

IR T ArdifEe T H od FHT T FTATHTT, ik 9907, 31T 8-87 y=R 2nfier @1
gl

e Over the past decade, these traditional forms have merged with digital platforms,
creating a new political environment.

oo Teh geeh & F NReTd 79 BiSree cewmst & Jfs a1v §, 5rad v a721 T ides
AR ST 8

e This has led to a political ‘infodemic’, referring to a flood of misinformation, previously
associated with the COVID-19 era.

SHYA TS sTallicis ‘GRS Scdea g% ¥, ST T6el Hias-19 F1el 7 & 78 5137
13 Y 415 4 ST AN

Role of Social Media and WhatsApp
Hrerer AT 3R sgreaTT Y sfAHT

e The 2014 general elections were a turning point, with Prime Minister Narendra Modi
using social media like X (formerly Twitter) to bypass traditional media.

2014 1 3TH oA Ueh A TG o1, ST9 Tl a¥g A o |rerer #f3ar s X (qg
ZfdeR) &l 39T X g ATSAT ST eI fhaar fomam|
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e India now has around 88 crore internet users, and WhatsApp has over 59 crore
active accounts.

HIR # 319 ITHIT 88 FNF FEIIE IYANTHT &, 3R TFICHATT & I1F 59 3 & A+
afhT @ g
o Digital strategies have now become essential campaign tools.

f3fSee TorifaaT 319 rfaat & fore sfeard sgsor s 715 &1

Spread of Misinformation through Local Networks

TATAT casd F ATCTH T HTHE ATHARRY T herrg

e Researchers have found that manipulated images and misleading messages infiltrate
local networks quickly.

QM3 ¥ arm § o B2 1€ aFd 3R STHe WeRr TATAIT Aeadh # Tgd ol A therd €
e These messages often outrun fact-checking efforts, making it difficult to contain
falsehoods.

& TG IR ALT-S17 T4 § A 81 &, ToraH 6 Y et el &1 AT &

Infiltrating Community Spaces
AR Tl 7 gads

e Private WhatsApp groups, originally meant for casual or community use, are now being
infiltrated for political propaganda.

TR H FHCTD AT 3ATeTRer 3T & [T S0 1T Sl SgIeaed Joi 3 Ataiias
TOR & foT gads # RIeR 87 W@ E |

e Activists add unsuspecting citizens into groups masked as Resident Welfare
Associations or hobbyist groups.

HIRIHAT A AR S T FHE A Ssd & S Warse derbar varfdeer a1 ets ¥l &
T # B 8 &

e These platforms then slowly embed political messages into everyday conversations.
I 7o - Tt faes gt FY A wael & A A

e Such content often goes viral, picked up by mainstream media, further amplifying the
message.

U HTAY 3 AR 81 STl & AN AETerT HAf3AT 58 3o 3R 3rferes ganiRa sl
gl

WhatsApp Pramukh Model
SEICHTY YHE Hisel
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o The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) uses an organised structure with WhatsApp
Pramukhs at the local level.

SRR STeTaT qTEl ($ITSTUT) T T T SFIEHTT F@T o ATETH § Teh HIT{S HLAT
T 3TANIT AT &

e These leaders manage local digital communication, dividing voters by caste, religion,
economic status, etc.

3 97T T Bforee §aR @ Hererd 8 AR Aceransit o snfe, e, anfde fRuf anfe
& 3MUR W Jefiepd ad &

e They distribute content like memes, videos, and edited images supporting the party’s
agenda.

q #lew, AifF, 3R Fufea st S wde faaka Fia § o ordf S foarurr & gads
gl

o Local booth workers track engagement, such as forwards and replies, and quickly
amplify effective messages.

AT G Hdehcll BiRas A I SIH TG T [HIRIEA it 8 3R Ferdl FeRit & i
JeTaT &t & |
o Leaders use these tools to ensure their narratives enter grassroots conversations.

S¥dlT 3T 3TN T 3UANT T§ AT it & ToIT el § foh 3oTehl aTct FUTAT Faway 7
IETS T Tgd |

Data-driven targeting and profiling

SeT 3mUTRE eRAfEeT 3R Wrwrferer

o Hyperlocal influence relies heavily on sophisticated voter profiling.

TSR YT T &G deh TIRSHe AdGTaT THrsfadr o 3R FHar ¢

o Political parties acquire and analyze voter data to determine community affiliations,
local issues, and ideological preferences.

TSTaiicieh UTEAT AAGTAT ST UTC ehleh Sofehl TARANOT el § clfch HHGTT hl HGET,
TIHAIE Heg 3R SR Sfehrd ! GHST ST Heb |

e This data is used to create targeted WhatsApp groups based on specific
demographics or interests.

58 a1 &1 3udier fafdrse sararf@ast ar st & 3R ) el sgrewey 99 = 7
[CRIECIC S

¢« In Telangana’s Assembly elections, Congress used digital volunteer networks to
highlight agrarian distress and electricity costs, effectively shifting rural sentiment.

ST RIS Tl 7 H1I o BfSee areifeay Aead F1 37T R g P Hehe
Wmﬁmaﬁm%ﬁm,mﬁmmmwﬁaﬁl
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The BJP, on the other hand, circulated nationalist and Hindutva messages through
community groups.

T 3R, S o Fery 3ma weEt 7 wegardr 3k Rigea menfa wewr S|
Researchers observed widespread image disinformation, such as old protest images
reused to target political opponents.

Merehciait o favqe ofa el s Sraerl @t e Qe favver gesiet & ey i
Qef: 3YANT AsTeiifcreh Yfcedefaat sy fARmmer serrt # fanar arr|

In Andhra Pradesh, the TDP claimed control over around 1.5 lakh WhatsApp groups,
distributing content focused on caste, regional inequalities, and unemployment.

3Ter ge&or A, S & SfaTseT 1.5 A SFICHUT WHgT TR fAI0T glet o erelm b, foraed
e, &y sraaATaransit 3R SRS S fawat oY higd areal arsm g

YSRCP countered with its own digital network via the “Team Jagananna” app, using it
to respond to voters and promote achievements.

FISTHIRA o 3791t “ET SeTAeaT’ VG & ATCIH F 39T 3ot Acas IR o,
TR Fdear3it & garell &1 STare f&ar I 3R 3uafeerat o g fFar ar=m|

These digital strategies deepened local voter influence and in many cases worsened
existing social divisions.

o1 3 TorEhfasl & T Aaerar yHTT S ITEs & 3R F$ A 7 Al
AT TSt &1 3R aor e

Five elections, one strategy
9T IATE, Tk 0TI

Across India, parties adapt digital tactics to regional settings while maintaining core
strategies.

AR o A, uriear B Torhfaat @i e aRTEfat & 38R g ied wd €,
Aferet et ToTeifer Sl @l B

In Telangana, Congress used volunteers to raise voter issues, while BJP deployed
religious sentiment through hidden community campaigns.

QAT H, HTIH = AT FGET D! 36T o [oIT TG T SYANT TohaT, STelfeh dordr o
A HTEAT & STRT I FHETT AT Y Tl |

In Andhra Pradesh, TDP focused on caste and regional identities, using
misinformation on sensitive matters like land rights.

3er wger 7 S o Sfay 3 & wEEer o) eure Sigd R, 3R i et o
HdeaTeliel Heal I Ield STy hells |

YSRCP followed similar strategies, promoting welfare schemes and countering
opposition narratives, though with less success.

FETEIRE & 3 38T aXE Y WIS 3791S, FeAToTRRYT FST=13T 1 9T & 3k
fauelr faat o1 Fehrare R, Afehet It Atherar =16t el
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e In Maharashtra, BJP led by Devendra Fadnavis projected infrastructure success
through digital means, while the Opposition faltered by sharing misleading visuals.

AERIvE 3, 3% HEOTd 3 Ygea 3 Ao 3 3fieer Aot ¥ g o £ W
e iia o, Fafe faueT & amHe awdiY s T rordr I

e In Haryana, BJP infiltrated community groups with caste-focused leadership stories,
integrating propaganda into folk narratives.

gRmon & ot & snfar smenfa Aqgea Ferfart & @y agerie aegh @ gade &, AR
AFHYUTIHT FH TAR HF AT

e Congress lagged behind in digital grassroots presence in Haryana.
gRATOT & HE A BiSed T W 9T FaAR T

e In Delhi, AAP and BJP competed using Al-generated memes and viral digital content
targeting specific demographics.
el 7, 317 3R oY o vané sifaa #@ew 3R arRe Bfoee side & Areas @ fafdse
STTHEGH ol o6 Y HehTeell fohT|

e BJP’s “Sheesh Mahal” campaign contrasted sharply with AAP’s focus on governance
failures.

STy a1 “after Ager” 31TRATA, 3T & ArET e AEAAEit W Shiga 1A= @ 3rerer
SR 3T

Incentivising digital volunteer armies

ffSce Taada® A4 F Nefed FIT

o Political parties have introduced incentives to strengthen their digital volunteer base.
Tt cieh Geil & 3191 FBfotee Faaaae 3R &1 Aolgd ¥ & faIT SicHTger JoTrell are]
el

e BJP launched Kamal Connect, Saral App, and Nation with Namo, assigning tasks,
tracking performance, and using leaderboards to engage volunteers.

SISl o FHA FAge, T 9, 3R AT Ry a8 S8 09 YE o, S wR srde,
g2l ¢foher 3R istaisw & SIRT TazAaert I Sisa ST JoTel &1

e Congress rewarded Telangana volunteers with digital smart cards, offering
insurance and opportunities for party roles.

FIT J JITAT & TFIATH! T Bforee TATE F1E S AT 31T 91t 9g ureq e 1

3HaER vieTeT T
¢ Regional parties like TDP and YSRCP also developed advanced digital volunteer
systems, using real-time feedback for outreach improvements.

AEdY 3R T TR S e aiieat o off A faa Bfoee Faadas yonfedt sars,
mﬁﬂw-asﬂtﬁgﬂ?a:mmﬁqgaﬁaga?mml
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Democratic Implications, Challenges

it gerra 3 galfaat

Digital platforms have now become inseparably linked with traditional electoral
campaigning.
f3fSieer coewial 31 TRARe FATa TR @ 3rerer 781 frT oI Fahvet |

This merging blurs the line between advertising and covert propaganda, enabling
manipulative political messaging.

7 TRl faamaer 3R g9 §T TaR AT FAT3T A e : 4T ¢, [STas yeimad HL= aret
TSt FERT T T GeldT &

Encrypted platforms like WhatsApp amplify unchecked misinformation, surpassing
the capacity of fact-checkers due to volume and speed.

TEICHTY S UTeshte S Colchie TaeT STrdY $[8T Fa=Imait &1 ot 3R o€ Aman 7 Sar &3 §,
o hae-39d T3 ge AT B

This saturation of misinformation in private conversations distorts voter perceptions
and can undermine electoral integrity.

TSt aereiicit o1 g1t Faransit iy 3rfrewar Fceranai r 4Rt F faga w7 Fend § 3R
AT TRE AT HT FHASAR HT Fehell |

Addressing these challenges requires civil society vigilance, independent
journalism, and informed citizen activism.

ST AT T ATHAT el o AT AR FATS Y Tefehell, T THHIRT, 3R SIS
AR HTAERY SEY B

What Next?
319 33T FAT?

The battle for digital influence will become more intense, as parties keep refining
strategies for encrypted spaces.

f3foee worma & forw orss 3tk e g1eft Fifes wiféar viewees caewiat w wEhfaar ik
aRsehel &t |

India’s infodemic reflects a global trend, where digital micro-targeting increasingly
affects election outcomes.

R T FI1 AGTARNY (FPfAF) U 3Ras yghy &1 gauich &, STer Rives aAn-
ERATET TerTa TROTA B s & SR e T 2

Though fact-checking organisations exist, they struggle against the pace and scale of
viral misinformation.

gTeliTon thare-Afther Hatae AHIS[G €, I doi 3T 93 Yo7t OX Shefot aTelt areter =it &1
HPTSIT eI T 9Id|
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When half-truths dominate narratives, fact-checking has only a limited effect.
SIS ATUT-JE R W grdl 81 ST €, a9 thare-Afdhar o1 yama AT 1@ Srar &

e India must choose between active vigilance to protect electoral integrity or accept
digital manipulation as normal.

ST ohT AT IRE far ¥ Ta7 & v aftear gasar 3k Bioea qh A aeea v @
FHFR FIA & ST oATd AT G|

o True democracy depends on the collective responsibility of alert citizens, active
media, and responsive civil society.

T Aerd T FI H1T TRRF AT, TR FAfET, 31K Iaer AT FATsT HI |
AT ox fehr eIt 81

o Without mass awareness, the infodemic will continue to subtly manipulate millions of
voters.

3R STT-SARHAT 761 961, Al Faar HTARY (infodemic) oIl AR eI T Forard gemfaa
Hcr ol

Author Notes:
J@® TRET:

o Vignesh Karthik K.R. is a postdoctoral research fellow focused on Indian and
Indonesian politics at the Royal Netherlands Institute of Southeast Asian and
Caribbean Studies, Leiden.

et wifcls .31, etz & ot Ryue o s¥diege 3w w3usee thaw @
SRIaT Tedisr 7 9Rd 31 2RI A AT T FRRT NeesiFeRa RET bar g1

e Aakansha Tandon is a political consultant based in the National Capital Region
(NCR).

HTHT&TT TSI AT TSTUTAT 83T (NCR) F UT T T IfaF TAEPR ¢ |
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g fafeaal Y g&a1 9 & WY, AV, 39 9 TR N &
IRI 3T BT AT AR AT Hm

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488 '

Page47

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

2. Belgian Court Has Rejected Choksi’s Bail Plea, Says His
Lawyer

afesTIs &Y srerad o Gied! I STATTT FrReT @R i,

g o FgT

3. NEERI Told to Study Impact of Industrial Units on Taj
Mahal
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AT w1 AT T &RT 69 IeTaarah &

With big cat count rising, M.P. to develop
buffer zones around its 9 tiger reserves

[GS Paper lii: Environment

]

The Hindu Bureau
BHOPAL

The Madhya Pradesh Cabi-
net on Tuesday approved a
scheme for developing
buffer zones in the State’s
nine tiger reserves, the go-
vernment said.

The approval for the
new scheme, ‘Develop-
ment of Buffer Zones in
Tiger Reserves’, with a to-
tal outlay of 145 crore for
the financial years 2025-26
and 2027-28, was given at a
Cabinet meeting chaired
by Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav.

As part of the scheme,
chain-link fencing will be
installed in the ecologically
sensitive buffer areas,
apart from developing
grasslands and water
resources.

“Key activities under the

Tracing the pug marks: A big cat spotted near the Bandhavgarh
Tiger Reserve. The tiger population in Madhya Pradesh has
increased from 526 to 785 over the past four years. FILE PHOTO

scheme will include the in-
stallation of chain-link
fencing in ecologically sen-
sitive buffer areas, imple-
mentation of wildlife pro-

tection and fire safety
measures, development of
grasslands and water
sources, health monitoring
and treatment of wild ani-

mals, and skill develop-
ment training programmes
for local communities,” the
State government said in a
statement.

Conservation efforts
Inaugurated on March 10,
Madhav National Park be-
came the ninth tiger re-
serve in the State, the high-
est among all States. Three
tigers, including two fe-
males, were introduced to
the park in 2023 as part of
the tiger reintroduction
project in the State.

“Notably, the tiger pop-
ulation in buffer zones sur-
rounding Madhya Pra-
desh’s nine tiger reserves
has increased from 526 to
785 over the past four
years, underlining the im-
portance of continued con-
servation efforts,” the go-
vernment said.

With Big Cat
Count Rising,
M.P. to Develop
Buffer Zones
Around Its 9 Tiger
Reserves

g3 Rfeear $ir
HEIT 96+ & 1Y,
H.Y. 39eT 9 TEIR
Rerd & IRy iR
I SiteT A fad
HIT

The Madhya

Pradesh Cabinet on Tuesday approved a scheme to develop buffer
zones in the State’s nine tiger reserves.
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The new scheme is titled ‘Development of Buffer Zones in Tiger Reserves’, with a
total outlay of 145 crore for the financial years 2025-26 to 2027-28.

3 1S AVSTeAT T ATH TEIR NTd & 6T A 1 v @1 3r 8, 59a 145 F08 7
Fol F91C 2025-26 H 2027-28 T o forw e B

The decision was taken during a Cabinet meeting chaired by Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav.

wﬁwwmﬁmﬁmwmﬁgémmﬁmWI

Key Features of the Scheme

ISt T 7ET fadwame

The scheme will include chain-link fencing in ecologically sensitive buffer areas,
along with grassland development and creation of water resources.

3 IIolell H qATaIoiT T § HageTefier a1 a3t 7 A1-foie SiAer, arw & Aeat &1 fawmw
3R ST wETeEt 1 FHEOT anfAe g

Other activities will include wildlife protection, fire safety measures, health
monitoring and treatment of wild animals, and skill development training for local
communities.

3o FfATaTerl 7 geasia WIETOT, 39T § F&T IU, Serel SATAawl Y Fareey Ao
3R 3R, 3R FuET wHerEt & fow wherer @ gfRaor anfde g

Conservation Efforts and New Reserve
WI&TOT I 3R 731 Rad

Madhav National Park was declared the ninth tiger reserve in Madhya Pradesh on
March 10.

10 AT I AT TSET 3T I ALY G2 o1 AlaT eT8eR Rerd &S o aram|

As part of the tiger reintroduction project, three tigers, including two females, were
introduced to the park in 2023.

2023 H TEIR GoT-FATIAT IRAYSTAT & gt eftet arer, TSieTat & AAver ennfdver off, hr & e &
ST AT

Rise in Tiger Population in Buffer Zones

I6T JeT F arat HY Tedr gE'dT
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e The tiger population in buffer zones around Madhya Pradesh’s nine reserves has
increased from 526 to 785 over the past four years.

oo aR auf & 77 uewr & A Red & IRy 3R Fud 9T Al 7 ara) fY T&a1 526 F
TEHT 785 BT IS B

e This rise highlights the importance of ongoing conservation efforts, according to the
State government.

T TIHR & ITER, TE 96,10 SR HIETOT TATAT HT FgaT I G2Teh &
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Belgian court has
rejected Choksi’s bail
plea, says his lawyer

GS Paper |I: Extradition
ress ITust o 1a

NEW DELHI

A Belgian court on Tues-
day rejected the bail plea
of Mehul Choksi, the dia-
mond merchant who is a
prime accused in the
¥3,000-crore Punjab Na-
tional Bank (PNB) fraud
case, his lawyer said.

The diamantaire was ar-
rested in Antwerp by the
Belgian police on April 12
based on an extradition re-
quest moved by the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) and the Enforcement
Directorate (ED).

His lawyer Vijay Aggar-
wal said the bail plea of his
client has been rejected
during a court hearing on
Tuesday. Choksi will con-
test his extradition from
jail custody now, a senior
official said.

Choksi, 65, was located
in Belgium last year after
he reached there some-
time in November 2023 on
the grounds of getting
medical treatment.

He had been staying in
Antigua after leaving India
in 2018 and had taken citi-
zenship of the Caribbean
country even though his

Mehul Choksi

Indian citizenship is stated
to be valid.

At least two open-ended
arrest warrants, issued by
a special court in Mumbai
in 2018 and 2021, have
been shared by the Indian
agencies with their Belgian
counterparts as part of the
extradition request, official
sources had said earlier.

Aggarwal had earlier
stated that Choksi was “ex-
tremely sick and undergo-
ing treatment for cancer”.

Choksi, Nirav Modi,
their family members and
employees, bank officials
and others were booked by
the CBI and the ED in 2018
for perpetrating the al-
leged loan fraud at the Bra-
dy House branch of the
Punjab National Bank in
Mumbai.

custody, said a senior official.

wmmﬁm%mwmﬁmgmmmmml

Belgian Court Has Rejected
Choksi’s Bail Plea, Says His
Lawyer

SfcaTIH &Y IETeld o Tlemd T
STATAT ITTART WIRST FY, Tehlel of Shgl

A Belgian court on Tuesday rejected
the bail plea of Mehul Choksi, who is a
prime accused in the ¥13,000-crore
Punjab National Bank (PNB) fraud
case, according to his lawyer.

HICAR FY Th dfeaTaH 1 IeTed & Ager
Tld) Y FTATTT ITRAwT @RS FT &, At
for 13,000 TS F YT AAA 9 (PNB)
T & ey I €, 7% ahe &
SLGLY

e The diamond merchant was arrested in Antwerp
by the Belgian police on April 12, based on an
extradition request from the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) and the Enforcement
Directorate (ED).

ERT SATIRY T 12 3rider Y vead & afeaaw gl
fIRTFAR foham &T, S CBI 3R ED &t 9T 3rajier &
TR T ES A

o His lawyer Vijay Aggarwal said that the bail plea

was rejected during a court hearing held on
Tuesday.

maﬁaﬁwmﬁmﬁ:maﬁr?
3reTerd Y YoTaTs A AT ATFAHT TS Y &1 TS|

e Choksi will now contest his extradition from jail
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o Choksi, aged 65, was located in Belgium last year, having arrived there in November
2023 on the grounds of medical treatment.

65 auifyr atwdt Fr Ree av afeaas & 9rr 7137 T, 7 AgeR 2023 # RfFahT 3R &
TR R T8 96 I
e He had been residing in Antigua since leaving India in 2018, and had taken

citizenship of the Caribbean country, though his Indian citizenship is officially still
valid.

92018 H HR BISA & a1 I T[T 7 T W& A 3R Sogiar Ffager qer i Amreanar o o
oY, gretifen 3oTeh! ST ATaTRERaT 378t ot Ser AT 57 W1 8

o Atleast two open-ended arrest warrants were issued by a special court in Mumbai
in 2018 and 2021, and these have been shared by Indian agencies with their Belgian
counterparts.

2018 3 2021 # FHa§ $T v FAAY eI CaRT FH & FA & N9=-033 FRFardt are
SR T 91T ¥, foee AR AT & 3r9ey SfesTas gawat & arr arsT Rar gl

o Aggarwal earlier said that Choksi was extremely sick and undergoing treatment for
cancer.

3737aTl o Ugol ST m%ﬁﬁ@m%mhmmw@*%l

e Choksi, Nirav Modi, their family members, employees, and bank officials were
booked by the CBI and ED in 2018 for allegedly perpetrating the loan fraud at the
Brady House branch of Punjab National Bank in Mumbai.

g, g AN, 339 IRAR & =T, FAIR) 3T dF 3 1 CB1 T ED 7 2018
# HAS F I STl dF A3 T3W ATET H For YIETD & HRT H AHSG hT AT|
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NEERI told to study
impact of industrial
units on Taj Mahal

|GS Paper IlI: industrial Pollution |

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday tasked the Nation-
al Environmental Engi-
neering Research Institute
(NEERI) with studying the
impact of glass industries
on the Taj Mahal, a UNES-
CO World Heritage site.

A Bench of Justices A.S.
Oka and Ujjal Bhuyan said
in case of an adverse re-
port from NEERI, then the
court would not hesitate to
pass a direction for the re-
moval of the industrial un-
its. The court asked NEERI
to file an affidavit clarifying
the time required to com-
plete the assessment exer-
cise. It ordered the govern-
ment and its agencies to
extend the expert body
their cooperation and
assistance.

“We want to know the
extent of pollution caused
by these industries. If we
find that these industries
are causing pollution, we
won’t hesitate to order

units.

The court has asked Uttar
Pradesh to form a team to visit
industrial units near the Taj.

shifting them. Some exam-
ination has to be made
about the extent of pollu-
tion,” the Bench said.

The court also directed
the U.P. Pollution Control
Board to constitute a team
to visit industrial units
highlighted in an affidavit
filed recently by the State
and submit an interim re-
port on the aspect of pollu-
tants produced by them.

The court had previous-
ly deplored the Taj Trape-
zium Zone authority on en-
vironment protection in
and around the Taj Mahal
asking it whether the pre-
servation of the monu-
ment was a “tamasha”.

NEERI Told to Study
Impact of Industrial
Units on Taj Mahal

darsrAgd W AAF

SHISAT & YHTF FT
HETGT FA & AT

NEERI| & fa&er

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday assigned the
National Environmental
Engineering Research
Institute (NEERI) the task
of studying the impact of
glass industries on the Taj
Mahal, a UNESCO World
Heritage site.

HITAR ! AT FIE A
IS qATaoT AHfRARRT
HTHUTT HEATT (NEERI) FY
draHgd 9T HTd 359I &
YT T HETTT FIA HT HA
HiT| ATSTHES Teh JoEh
fareT eRieT TUa B

o A Bench of Justices A.S.
Oka and Ujjal Bhuyan stated that if
NEERI gives an adverse report, the
court would not hesitate to issue
orders for removal of the industrial

FATgefet U.uH. 3T AR 3erer AT Y N5 A #gr foh 3P NEERI T RUIE AwRIcH®
31S, A 3reTerd 3ieANIF gHEal FY gere w1 Ader & F T A8 FAn |
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e The court asked NEERI to file an affidavit stating the time required to complete the
assessment.

37eTeld o NEERI & Ueh II9H ST Y Ig Scllel i e foh S8 FEqqT ! QU FA A
e o e |

o It directed the government and its agencies to extend cooperation and assistance to
the expert body.

ST o BIFR 3 3T TATAAT 7 FAATsT GTAT FT AEQT 31 @It USTeT Hiay
fader e

e The Bench stated, “We want to know the extent of pollution caused by these
industries. If found polluting, we won’t hesitate to order shifting them.”

S & T, "6H T STIeTell TTed o Toh A AT FhereT TguoT thell ¢ & | mu's’mﬁa'g’m,
Y & ot TUTATAR I T AT S F Tehr A8 HYav|"
e The court also directed the U.P. Pollution Control Board to form a team to visit the

industrial units mentioned in a recent affidavit by the State and to submit an interim
report on the pollutants produced.

3eTeldl o o) T&er 9guor faz=or 13 a1 fader foam fo ag vas & a1fod = =7 qanr g
# eI vy # 3feafla siteafre semsar 1 Adaror w31 359 GarT 3cdesT ygu
W TH AR RaE qar |

e The court had earlier criticized the Taj Trapezium Zone authority for its lack of
seriousness in protecting the environment around the Taj Mahal and questioned if
preservation had become a “tamasha.”

37ETeld of Ugol dTsl SUTaras SAleT TITAh0T T ATsTHg e & AW & JATGI0T HI&TOT &
ATIATE! T e Beeh o9TTs AT 3 BT AT 3 3T THARE T WIRTUT Teh “qHTRT” &< 1T
gl
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Section 69 of the BNS is redundant

|GS Paper llI: Cyber Security

ases of rape registered

on the premise of false

promise of marriage

have been in the eye of
the storm for a long time. It is
often alleged that despite the
consent of some women to a
physical relationship, the men in
those relationships are accused of
rape. It was expected that the
Central government would do
away with the provision of the law
which undermines the agency of
women in giving their free and
informed consent before entering
into a sexual relationship. Instead,
it introduced a new provision in
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS),
2023. Section 69 (presumably)
solely addresses cases involving
sexual intercourse based on false
promise of marriage. This
stand-alone offence did not exist
in the Indian Penal Code (IPC).

Limitations set by the Court
Section 69 has ostensibly reduced
the gravity of cases of sexual
intercourse registered on the false
promise of marriage by reducing
punishment, compared to the
offence of rape defined under
Section 63 BNS (or Section 375 of
the IPC). Before discussing the
redundancy of Section 69 BNS, it
will be appropriate to see how the
Supreme Court has narrowed the
scope of such cases by imposing
some restrictions.

First, differentiating between
giving a false promise of marriage
and committing breach of promise
by the accused, the Court in a
number of cases, including Anurag
Soni v. The State of Chhattisgarh
(2019), has held that unless the
accused has no intention to fulfil
the promise of marriage right from
the beginning, it would not
amount to rape. There could be
cases when the accused might
have made a promise with all
seriousness to marry a woman,
but subsequently encountered
unforeseen circumstances.

In the second category of cases,
when a woman knowingly
maintains physical relations for a
prolonged period, it cannot be
said with certainty that this was

R.K. Vij

Former IPS officer

Without any
change in the
definition of
rape and
consent, the
stand-alone
Section 69 of
the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita
seems
unsustainable

purely because of the alleged
promise made by the accused to
marry her. In other words, the
physical relationship must be
traceable directly to the false
promise made, and it must not be
qualified by other circumstances
or considerations (such as love or
passion for the accused). In
Rajnish Singh @ Soni v. State of U.P.
(2025), the Court quashed the FIR
and all the proceedings against the
accused. The complainant had
maintained a sexual relationship
for about 15 years with the
accused and alleged sexual abuse
only on learning that the appellant
had married another woman. She
had also on many occasions
portrayed herself to be the wife of
the appellant. The Court held that
the relationship was consensual
and with no element of deceit or
misconception.

Third, if on the date of
developing a physical relationship,
the prosecutrix was already a
married woman, surrendering
before the man on a false promise
of marriage will not fall within the
definition of consent obtained on
misconception of fact. After
quoting many precedents set by
the Supreme Court, the High
Court of Madhya Pradesh in
Abhishek Arjariya v. The State of
Madhya Pradesh (2025) quashed
the FIR and further proceedings
based on similar facts.

Examining Section 69
Section 69 states that “whosoever,
by deceitful means or by making
promise to marry to a woman
without any intention of fulfilling
the same, has sexual intercourse
with her, such sexual intercourse
not amounting to rape, shall be
punished with imprisonment of
either description for a term
which may extend to ten years and
shall also be liable to fine.” The
explanation says “deceitful
means” include “inducement for
or false promise of employment or
promotion or marrying by
suppressing identity”.

Section 69 of the BNS was
introduced as a separate offence;
there were no changes to the

definition of rape and consent. A
man is said to commit rape under
Section 63 of the BNS under
circumstances falling under seven
descriptions, out of which six are
concerned with consent. While
under five descriptions, the
consent is vitiated under given
conditions, such as fear or death
or intoxication, other cases of
“without consent” fall under
“misconception of fact” as
provided in Section 28 of the BNS.
Consent defined under Section 28
of the BNS is vitiated if given by a
person under fear of injury, or
under a misconception of fact,
unsoundness of mind, or
intoxication, or under 12 years of
age. It therefore implies that false
promise of marriage is covered
under the generic term
“misconception of fact” given in
Section 28 of the BNS.

Since the definition of rape and
consent given in the BNS are pari
materia to their definitions given
in the IPC, the offence of sexual
intercourse committed
consequent to the false promise of
marriage, i.e., misconception of
fact, will still fall under the scope
of the offence of rape. Once an
offence is justified to be covered
under the scope of rape, it cannot
hold ground as another offence of
lesser gravity as defined under
Section 69 of the BNS. Thus
Section 69 appears to be
redundant. Further, unless an
“exception” is carved out in
Section 63 to exclude cases falling
under Section 69, Section 69
cannot be held constitutionality
valid. Also, Section 69 does not
have a non-obstante clause. It is
therefore, likely to be hit by Article
14 of the Constitution.

When Courts are quashing FIRs
based on the precedents
described above, it would be
better for the police not to
charge-sheet such cases. A
preliminary inquiry should be
conducted to establish whether a
cognisable offence was committed
or not. Such action will prevent
unnecessary hardship to the
accused person and also save time
for our constitutional courts.
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AT T WIRAT T &RT 69 IeqaAeft &

Without any change in the definition of rape and consent, the stand-
alone Section 69 of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) seems
unsustainable.

ol 3R ggAfa F1 aRemT A F1€ aearg fre fo=, sadT = |fgar
(BNS) Y Fad= &RT 69 3R Tl @y &1

e Cases of rape registered on the basis of false promise of marriage have long been
controversial.

S RamE a1 & UR W&ol TAHR & ATHA! 1 AT ofd FHT § are w18

o ltis often alleged that despite the woman’s consent, men in such relationships are
accused of rape.

3FER TG 3R o1 STl & fob Afgar Y wgafa gl & Srase, T8 deel 7 gesi
TATHR T IRIY SATAT ST B

e It was expected that the Central government would remove such provisions which
undermine women’s agency in giving free and informed consent.

IE 379eT Y o gy TXHR U ITaeTel &l gerwelt S Afgenait @ Faaw ik giRa weafa
T &THAT T HHSIN A o

¢ Instead, a new provision was introduced in BNS, 2023 under Section 69, which
apparently deals only with sexual intercourse based on false promise of marriage.

% S, BNS, 2023 F &RT 69 & dgd Ueh AT YTaUTeT oI 31T, ST TISC &I H hadl
313 e a1 & TR W Il WU I Fe U &

e This offence was not a stand-alone offence in the Indian Penal Code (IPC).

Tg ORI AR &8 FRAT (IPC) 7 Toh Taa AR & &7  FHis[g 76T 27|

Limitations set by the Court

AT ganT faruife Hare

e Section 69 reduces the severity of punishment compared to Section 63 of BNS (or
Section 375 of IPC).

YRT 69, BNS 3 7RT 63 (IT IPC I RT 375) Y Jelell 7 WaIT Y T RET b1 o Il 5 |

o Before evaluating the redundancy of Section 69, it is necessary to look at how the
Supreme Court has already limited the scope of such cases.

EIRT 69 T HTTANANAT R TTIR F:el § G T§ SWAT AT ¢ Tob A HIE o 5T

HATHAT & gAY F Fd AAT Far gl

e In multiple rulings, including Anurag Soni v. State of Chhattisgarh (2019), the Court
has clarified that rape is not established unless the accused had no intention to marry
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from the beginning.
NI Aol G BT W (2019) Higed &8 A 3, e o Tose famar o afe
IR iy TIATA F TS Y FS FAT G Y, T FATHR AT ST

If the man had made a sincere promise to marry but unforeseen circumstances
occurred later, it would not constitute rape.

afe T o SATTERY & MEY T ATeT R 8 AR ST # roreanfRre aRFPufaar scue g5 &,
dl 38 Tl R S8 AT ST |

In another category of cases, if a woman maintains physical relations for a prolonged
time, it cannot be assumed that this was solely due to the promise of marriage.

GEX TR & A #, AR IS Afge da 7T aw ariReE Ty T @l g, o I A

T 3T AGT Toh I Shdol faa1g a1e o HROT AT

In Rajnish Singh @ Soni v. State of U.P. (2025), the woman had a 15-year-long
relationship, accused the man only after learning he married someone else.

Toreier R 3% A T 3T 9eer T (2025) H, Afgelr o 15 aut de Faer 910 1@ 3R
S 3TRIY SfaTTT STe 39 Tl Teoll o G oF forely 3R & ey T ot &1

She had also portrayed herself as the man's wife on many occasions. The Court ruled
the relationship was consensual, with no deceit involved.

ARG o S TR TaY Y 3H G2V T Teall & T H T fohdm AT| I A ahgT foh Faer
HeATd @ A7 R 3T HI$ U@ =787 4|

In yet another category, if the woman was already married at the time of the physical
relationship, it does not qualify as consent obtained under misconception of fact.

T 3T Aol #, IfE Afger gger @ fRarfea oA 3k e 378 faare arg X IR d@ey a1,

Y 38 $H & TR 9T YIS AT sTgT HTAT S|

In Abhishek Arjariya v. State of Madhya Pradesh (2025), the High Court quashed the
FIR on such grounds.

YT HSRAT T AL YT TS (2025) H, 3T FATATAT A So61 2T H IUYR WV
THHTSHR HI GG Y G|

Examining Section 69
€T 69 T FHTT

Section 69 of the BNS states that anyone who, by deceitful means or by making a false
promise of marriage without intending to fulfill it, has sexual intercourse with a
woman, shall be punished with imprisonment up to 10 years and shall also be liable
to fine.

BNS &Y 4RT 69 gl ¢ foh it s 41 § A7 315 faame 18 & Arey#w 4, foar 38 fAeray &y
HAT o, Tl Afgem & et Waer 1T £, 38 10 T @F Y WolT 3R STATAT 87 HeveTT B

The explanation adds that “deceitful means” includes false promise of employment,
promotion, or marriage by suppressing identity.
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SATEAT H SISt a7 & o U1 @ WiereT A 318 VSR are, YANRIE IT JgdTel TUTHT AT
FIA S FH A ¢

e Section 69 is introduced as a separate offence under the BNS, without altering the
definitions of rape or consent.

&RT 69 T BNS H Teh 3791 3TGRTE & FT 7 U2T THAT 37T §, Tk Tellch AT WEATS bl
GRHATST H IS TGATd AT [hdT ITAT g

e Under Section 63 of BNS, a man is said to commit rape under seven categories, six of
which relate to consent.

BNS &Y &R 63 & Tl fhdll TN SaRT TallehR & W FHR A 91T g, foleTdl & ©F
weafa 4 53 ¢

e Infive categories, consent is vitiated under specific conditions such as fear, death
threat, or intoxication.

SoTH @ uier AT 3, 3T, Fyeg A a7y 77 vem el Tl 7 weafar s A Sl
gl

e Other cases of lack of consent are considered under “misconception of fact”, as
defined in Section 28 of BNS.

3T ATHGT H EATT hT FH! T BNS Y &RT 28 H gRNTNT "I2F FT HA" & dgd AT

ST E

e According to Section 28, consent is vitiated if it is obtained through fear of injury,
misconception of fact, unsoundness of mind, intoxication, or if the person is under
12 years of age.

T 28 o 3THR, Iie FEAT AN F 3T, AT F A, AIAF FFR, T A1 12 9§ ¥ F7
3G A & 7S g, Al 98 AT Al STea |

e Thus, false promise of marriage already falls under the broad term “misconception of
fact”, as defined under Section 28.

$H YR, F[ST faTg areT Tgel & &1 &RT 28 H IR "aey F a7 & Aol & 37 81

e Since the definitions of rape and consent in BNS are pari materia (i.e., same) with
those in IPC, false promise of marriage is already included in the definition of rape.

Ifr BNS & FatedR 3R @gafa i afksmme, (pC $r afkemnsit & @#7< & € (pari
materia), SHTIT ${S faaTg a1 T gl A &1 TeTehR T TREATIT 7 AfAer fovam I g

e Once an act qualifies as rape, it cannot simultaneously be treated as a lesser offence
under Section 69.

Tsh SR IS Hed TTchR T AON T 37 31T, & 3H URT 69 o el He MHR 3roRTE 78T
HTAT ST HehdT|
e Therefore, Section 69 appears to be redundant.

SafAIT, URT 69 1 TIANA AT ST Hehell 1

e Unless an exception is inserted in Section 63 to exclude cases under Section 69,
Section 69 cannot be constitutionally valid.
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PCS

S dsh 9RT 63 H YATE SA15hY GRT 69 &l 37131 g T fohaT

Questions and Answers to ty
previous day’s daily quiz.

1. Pope’s birthname. Ans: Jorge
Bergoglio

2. Argentinian football club the Pope
was a fan of. Ans: San Lorenzo

3. The topic to which the Pope said,
“Who am | to judge?” Ans: Question
on a gay priest

4. South American country where
the Pope apologised in 2015. Ans:
Bolivia

5. Artefact presented by its
President. Ans: A ‘Communist
crucifix’

Visual: Movie and Sir Anthony
Hopkins’ role. Ans: The Two Popes
Pope Benedict XVI

aﬂéﬁaﬂtmgaﬂ%maﬁl

ST, de deh ¥RT 69 I Tdefas T & der 787 AT o

HehdT|

. Section 69 also lacks a non-obstante clause,
making it vulnerable to being struck down under Article
14 of the Constitution.

4RT 69 H "ATe YT Fater AT §, T a8 wiaems
¥ 30T 14 & o AT FIR & S Tehell
. When Courts are already quashing FIRs in such

cases based on legal precedents, it is advisable that
police avoid filing charge-sheets hastily.

TS ST O AT 7 qdad! fAoit & 3mUR @ FIR
GG A T8 ¢, o IFAH &l STeaarel & Arsrefic e el
¥ g @]

. A preliminary inquiry should be conducted to
determine whether a cognisable offence has been
committed.

TE T HA oh oI Teh YRR ST T ST AR fob 4T

e Such action will avoid hardship to the accused and reduce burden on constitutional

courts.

ST IR FY HATTH FC Y TUIT ST Tha 3R Taenfas ~ararerat FT aisT 5 F7

gram|

TOPICS COVERED (PCS Special)

1. Questions and Answers to the Previous Day’s Daily Quiz
Rod et &I 3ot Fasr & v 3 3w

2. Simranpreet Misses Sports Pistol Gold by One Point
Reaiia v 3 @ T vea & aes @ Thi

Questions and Answers to the Previous Day’s Daily Quiz

e et # 3ot Fasr & mea 3tk 3w
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Pope’s birthname

9T T ST ATH

The birth name of the Pope is Jorge Bergoglio.
91T T STed AT Siter Sfferay g

e Argentinian football club the Pope was a fan of
ISAEIAT FT 98 Fealel Ford foras 9 gerdw &
The Pope was a fan of the Argentinian football club San Lorenzo.
I ISIET & Fealel Fora Ael AReall o TEH U
e The topic on which the Pope said, “Who am | to judge?”
¢ fawe 99 o o & Fer, “& Hla ghar § Aok & aren?”
The Pope said this in response to a question on a gay priest.
dIY o Ig Ul Teh WHA 19T T & Heer H I 10 G2a W) e |
e South American country where the Pope apologised in 2015
gfaror AR o1 STet NT & 2015 F ATHY AT ot
In 2015, the Pope apologised in Bolivia.
2015 # 9I9 &7 drelifaar 3 AThr Avafr |

Artefact presented by its President
3 U & TSl GaRT T d 9+
The President presented a ‘Communist crucifix’ to the Pope.

Tegafa & 99 1 Uk ‘Frgfaee Ffufhaw dic fHar
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Simranpreet misses Sports

pistol gold by on

SHOOTING WC

[pcs

Sports Bureau

The 25m sports pistol gold
eluded the grasp of Sim-
ranpreet Kaur Brar by one
point as she fought hard
against qualification top-
per Sun Jujie (585) of China
in the Shooting World Cup
that concluded in Lima,
Peru, on Monday.

The 20-year-old lost the
gold 33-34 to the Chinese,
even as she matched her in
the last two series. The Chi-
nese had a one-point lead
after eight series of five
shots, and held on to the
lead over the next two se-
ries to prevail for the gold.

Manu Bhaker made the
final in style, shooting the
top score of 585 like the
Chinese, but was pushed
to fourth by Yao Qianxun.

. — It

i ® e

e point

Top show: Simranpreet, champion Sun, and Yao. ISSF

China tops the table
with four gold, three silver
and six bronze. USA was
second with four gold, two
silver and a bronze, while
India followed third with
two gold, four silver and a
bronze. Czech Republic,
Norway, Italy and Australia
were the other teams to
win at least one gold.

The results:
25m sports pistol: 1. Sun Yujie

(Chn) 34 (585); 2. Simranpreet
Kaur Brar 33 (580); 3. Yao Qianxun
(Chn) 29 (582); 4. Manu Bhaker 22
(585); 6. Esha Singh 17 (575).

Trap: Mixed team: 1. Australia
(Penny Smith, Mitchell Iles) 42
(144); 2. Guatemala (Adriana
Olivia, Jean Pierre Cardenas) 39
(144); 3. Italy (Silvana Stanco,
Mauro De Filippis) 41 (141); 4.
USA (Rachel Tozier, Walton Eller)
40 (142); 8. India-2 (Pragati
Dubey, Prithviraj Tondaiman)
134; 12. India (Neeru, Lakshay
Sheoran) 128.

Simranpreet
Misses Sports
Pistol Gold by
One Point

EEIC G Ry
3% | TEH
AT dMes A
T

LN

The 25m sports
pistol gold medal
slipped from the
grasp of
Simranpreet Kaur
Brar by just one
pointin the
Shooting World
Cup held in Lima,
Peru, on Monday.

AHAR FY o,
9% A 3mAfaa
yfeeraes FU A

RAtdiia #R a3 A% v 3 ¥ 25 Hex TET Need #1 Mes Asd siaa

qgF TS|

e She lost 33-34 to China’s Sun Jujie, who had topped the qualification round with a
score of 585.

3ogiel el ol Hel STt ¥ 33-34 A &R 3ol [Siegiel FarfafhdereT U338 A 585 37 & A1y

i T2rreT gTeT foar 2|

o Despite matching the Chinese shooter in the last two series, Simranpreet couldn’t
overcome the one-point lead Sun held after the first eight series.

grelifer FAAGTNT o 3fad &y @Rier 7 el e H sy 1, Afhet a8 vgel 316 Wer
% §1C HeT T T 3 Y 9¢d I IR FAal HT i |
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Manu Bhaker also reached the final impressively with a top score of 585, but she was
pushed to fourth place by Yao Qianxun.

A HTHT o $11 585 o Walfod THR & A1Y AN TG Hld BT BrgeTel H 918 9113,
AifeheT 3¢ 1T Frararefet o =Y T o) ket T

China topped the medals table with 4 gold, 3 silver, and 6 bronze medals.
AT ¥ 4 ez, 3 RAeaT 3R 6 it & T Az difersr 7 MY T g1 fRa|

USA came second with 4 gold, 2 silver, and 1 bronze, while India finished third with
2 gold, 4 silver, and 1 bronze.

IARFT 7 4 Moz, 2 Reay 3R 1 dieer & ATy gERT FTT rod 3, STafeh R o 2 #ites,
4 FoeaR 3 1 dieot o A SFERT TATT 9redt foham|

Other countries like the Czech Republic, Norway, Italy, and Australia also secured at
least one gold medal.

A IVRTSY, AT, FEoil 31T AT S 3177 ST ¥ 37 FF T HA T Moz A il

Final Results — 25m Sports Pistol (Women)
tfaer oo — 25 Hiex T Rrea @A)

1st: Sun Yujie (China) — 34 points, Qualification: 585
o 19T ¥ITT: Wl Joit (NeT) — 34 37, FaTfel fhahere: 585
2nd: Simranpreet Kaur Brar (India) — 33 points, Qualification: 580
o 2% TU: AT SR a3 ($IRA) — 33 375, FafafhdersT: 580
3rd: Yao Qianxun (China) — 29 points, Qualification: 582
o 3 FUTE: A3 FRATeree (eT) — 29 3F, FAIfARBFAT: 582
4th: Manu Bhaker (India) — 22 points, Qualification: 585
o AYT TUT: Al HIHT (W) — 22 37, FaTl fhahere: 585
6th: Esha Singh (India) — 17 points, Qualification: 575
o 63T T $2T AT (IR) — 17 3{h, FaIfafheherd: 575

Trap — Mixed Team Final Results

i

fAees &7 & sifasr aitomer

1st: Australia (Penny Smith, Mitchell lles) — 42 points, Qualification: 144
o 19T TYTT: e (I Ay, RAAT 5e9) — 42 3w, Farfafhderd: 144

2nd: Guatemala (Adriana Olivia, Jean Pierre Cardenas) — 39 points, Qualification:
144

o 2301 T TqTeATAT (Ti3aman ifafdar, sher Ay s1damw) — 39 3w, Fafafheera:

144
3rd: Italy (Silvana Stanco, Mauro De Filippis) — 41 points, Qualification: 141

o 3 T gl (Ryerarer &), A Y fafw) — 41 31, Farfafrdere: 141
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4th: USA (Rachel Tozier, Walton Eller) — 40 points, Qualification: 142

o AYT T AN AT AT, afeesT TaR) — 40 37, FaTfaftbdersT: 142
8th: India-2 (Pragati Dubey, Prithviraj Tondaiman) — 134 points

o 89 TUTT: HRA-2 (YaTfer g, JLalRISt Sisrgarer) — 134 3%
12th: India (Neeru, Lakshay Sheoran) — 128 points

o 12971 TUTT: IR (AR, F8TT ARIOT) — 128 37
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