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2. Trans Sceptic Arguments Are Incoherent

What beauty pageants tell us about power and priorities

[ESSAY ]

[GS Paper I: Society

he 72nd Miss World beauty pageant is
T scheduled to be held in Hyderabad from

May 7 to May 31, 2025. The Telangana
government is hosting the event. It aims to
promote tourism under the banner of ‘Telangana
Zaroor Aana (Come to Telangana definitely)’. The
announcement has triggered strong protests from
women’s organisations across the country — and
for valid reasons.

An uneasy alliance

The controversy surrounding beauty pageants is
not new. From Bangalore in 1996 to Mumbai in
2024, every edition held in India has invited
public resistance. While organisers have tried to
rebrand these events as platforms for female
empowerment and global recognition, the
questions they raise are far more layered and
deserving of deep reflection.

At the heart of the critique is the uneasy
alliance of capitalism and patriarchy. While the
format of the pageant has evolved over time —
from swimsuit rounds to question and answer
segments to ‘beauty with purpose’ initiatives —
the fundamental act of evaluating women in a
competitive format based on physical appearance
remains troubling. These are, after all, stylised
performances, with bodies and personas trained
and tailored for consumption, both by audiences

e
A.L. Sharada

Trustee, Population
First, Hyderabad

Women's groups
are defending a
broader vision
where women
are not
celebrated for
how they look,
but for who
they are and
what they do

and the marketplace.

Yet, we cannot dismiss the voices of the
participants themselves. For many young
women, especially from countries such as India
where female visibility in public life is still fraught
with challenges, participating in a global pageant
is aspirational. It brings validation, exposure, and
often an entry point into larger opportunities —
be it in the media or in public life, or to promote
social causes. The fact that India’s own winners,
such as Aishwarya Rai, Priyanka Chopra, and
Manushi Chhillar, have become household names
and even global ambassadors for various causes
makes beauty pageants seem like empowering
launchpads.

However, this duality cannot be ignored: even
as pageants present themselves as empowering,
they continue to package women’s bodies for
public consumption and corporate sponsorships.
What is termed ‘confidence’ is often curated
conformity. The empowerment here is
conditional — contingent upon a very narrow,
appearance-centric template of success.

The second and perhaps more critical concern
lies with the governments — both State and
Central — that actively court such events. Why is a
beauty pageant preferred over international
forums on women'’s health, employment,
innovation, or rural development? Why are

resources being allocated to host an event that
primarily enhances visibility in foreign markets,
rather than address the urgent developmental
needs of local populations? These choices reflect
patriarchal mindsets where women’s value is still
often linked to how they look rather than what
they contribute.

This is not to undermine the participants or
their ambitions. It is to question the framework in
which such ambitions are fostered and rewarded.
True empowerment is not about how confidently
a woman walks a ramp, but how safely she walks
her neighbourhood. Not about global visibility
alone, but about everyday dignity, access, and
agency.

No binaries

The conversation around events such as Miss
World should therefore not be polarised into
binaries of ‘for’ or ‘against.’ It must become an
opportunity to interrogate our collective values —
about who gets to represent the country, what
messages we amplify to the world, and how we
define empowerment in the 21st century.

As women’s groups continue to raise their
voices, it is not merely in protest of a pageant —
but in defence of a broader vision where women
are not celebrated for how they look, but for who
they are and what they do.

What Beauty Pageants Tell Us About Power and Priorities
gl afarafErare gof arfera sik srafAanat & ary F Far aardh §

The 72nd Miss World beauty pageant is scheduled to be held in
Hyderabad from May 7 to May 31, 2025, and the Telangana
government is hosting the event to promote tourism under the banner
‘Telangana Zaroor Aana’ (Come to Telangana definitely).

72dt e a2 digd wfaafaar 7 A5 @ 31 A 2025 d geEe # mAfea
Y STl 3T 3@ ASITAT TIFR GaRT YA HY TGIaT & & fAT “Qefar
S AT ITRATT & ded gIEe fvam 3T W &
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e This announcement has sparked strong protests from women’s organisations across
the country, and they have valid reasons.

$H V0T & §1¢ 2R H AT Fera=1 garT dig faer S@a &t ffern §, 3R g0 9>
arfora FRoT o7 § |

An Uneasy Alliance
TS IHHGST IoaeT

e The controversy surrounding beauty pageants is not new. Every time these events
have been held in India, from Bangalore in 1996 to Mumbai in 2024, they have met
with public resistance.

e yfranfaransit & Se1 frare w1am 781 &1 Sfe ot I 3maiisier R & §U &, T 1996 #
aTel% 81 AT 2024 F FHE, 3¢ STAaT & AV T FIHAT AT 43T |

e Organisers rebrand these events as platforms for female empowerment and global
recognition, but the underlying concerns remain deeply layered.

AT 3o 3TATSTaAT T AfgT FRATFAHIOT 3R ARG AT & HY b T H FEJ A
g, olfehet 318 ST3T fRiaTC 379 off arefix il e €1
e Atthe core lies the alliance between capitalism and patriarchy. Despite changes like

replacing swimsuit rounds with Q&A or ‘beauty with purpose’, the practice of judging
women based on appearance remains troubling.

S8 9EH & e # qaiare AR Riqeer #1 weaw 81 Ieafy Tawy # geea g g o
TargE T35 1 STeTE TR AT Fedeaqul eIdr TS 8, o o Afgemait 1 et &
& HTUR 9T 3T T ygfar 319 off i & w1

e These are stylised performances crafted for both audience appeal and market
consumption.

¥ FTFATSSS TG AT I & ST gefehl AR TSR 21t & 39T & foT AR &1 el &

Voices of Participants

gfasrrfarat i smarsr

¢ We cannot ignore the aspirations of young women, especially in countries like India
where female visibility in public life is still challenging.

g9 JaT ATGATIHT Y HTHTRTIIHAT T TRIGTST TET el ANRT, FIATHT WA 14 G2t 7 g
ATt Sfaer # wfgar sufPafa 3 of v gl 8|

e Global pageants offer validation, exposure, and often lead to opportunities in media,
public life, or social causes.

AR ufaafram AT, ggae 3R #f2ar, adafas shas a1 gAfes FRt & 3t
geTeT Xl g
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Examples like Aishwarya Rai, Priyanka Chopra, and Manushi Chhillar show how
such platforms can become launchpads.

Yot T, gt st 3R AR Rear S8 3amEeer gl § i 3 w9 9 aRfae sraert

T ATEIH g1 Tohdl & |
Yet, this empowerment remains conditional, based on appearance-centric standards.

R ot I8 TufFaeor gerd &, St i T9-3maRa Aas ) AR Far g
What is marketed as confidence often hides conformity to narrow ideals.

S e HTCATIRETH o T H FEJT v T SIICT &, 9 3oFaT AFTaIeT et 3 dreret ol &=
gl

Governments and Priorities

WHN IR yrafAwae

A more critical concern lies with the State and Central governments actively
supporting such events.

T 3R IR R 78 § 76 T 31k g IR 51 3aieT o afhd T § FAGT & W&
gl

Why prioritise a beauty pageant over forums on women'’s health, innovation, or
rural development?

FI7 T Wied gfaaiforar o Afgensit F Taeey, siar a1 aEior e SO #5493 30w
AT &F ST @ 82

The allocation of resources to enhance global visibility reflects a patriarchal
mindset, where a woman’s value is tied to her looks.

afRT® gear &1 el & folv Fame=t &1 e Uk Rqaarcns e &1 gefar g, oraad
A3t T AT 37 T F SIS S L

The issue is not with the participants or their ambitions, but with the framework that
defines and rewards these ambitions.

Hegr sfasnfarat a1 st arrianai @ 781, sl 39 e ¥ § 5 57 a3t r aRenfia
3R qTERT TR

True empowerment is not about walking a ramp with confidence, but about walking
safely in one’s own neighbourhood.

TTdT TRITFARIT T 8T & T IS ARGl 1 I ATcAfIeaw o, sfowr a5 & fhag
IR Aged H AT T § 9 TF |

No Binaries

FI§ QrgIrdeT Tel
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e The discussion should not be reduced to 'for' or ‘against' beauty pageants.
=g 99 HI A% 'gar a1 '[Aver I AT AT v e anfgw|

e It should be an opportunity to examine our collective values — who gets to represent
the country, what we project to the world, and how we define empowerment.

TE Teh IAER BNl TRT gAY W Heal Y S 7T — Flaf 32 7 gfafaftes aar d,
B ol o HIH FAT A FI o, 3N §H FATFART BT H8 g a2 &

e Women’s groups are not just protesting a pageant, but defending a broader vision
where women are valued for who they are and what they do, not just for their looks.

Afgel Hareet R v gfafrar &1 faver o7t ¥ @, Sfesh v saras gfeewhioT T 387 X
6 & STel AR &l 3eTah Fejea AR rTaca & I TET AT, o foh harel 37 T & fAT|
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Trans sceptlc arguments are incoherent

[GS Paper I: Society

he U.K. Supreme Court
has ruled that the
Equality Act, 2010, will
not treat trans women
as women. In doing so, it
drastically curtails the rights and
protections that trans women can
avail under the law. Effectively, the
ruling undermines the U.K.'s
Gender Recognition Act, 2004.

In January, U.S. President
Donald Trump passed an
executive order declaring that his
government recognises two sexes
— male and female. He said that
the order “restores sanity.”

Trans exclusion

Two days ago, I saw a social media
post by a leading member of the
U.K’s oldest South Asian and Black
feminist group welcoming the
Supreme Court ruling for
upholding “common sense” and
protecting safe same-sex spaces
for “biologically” female women
while also, according to her,
protecting trans women'’s Tights.
The Labour Party too welcomed
the verdict, saying that it
“clarifies” the issue. Why are
people who see themselves as
opponents to far-right politics
welcoming a ruling that is being
celebrated by the far-right
internationally as a triumph?
Perhaps this is because the
campaign for trans exclusion has
framed itself as feminist.

J.K. Rowling, who fronted and
funded the campaign that resulted
in the ruling in the U.K., declares
that the verdict will keep women
and girls “safe” from trans
women. Fear-mongering about
women’s “safety” (from predatory
Muslims, Mexicans, or trans
women) and immigration are the
most potent ingredients of global
far-right discourse today. Muslim
men are accused of masquerading
as Hindus to seduce Hindu
women; trans women are accused
of being men masquerading as
female to rape women.

Alexandr Dugin, the guru of the
global far-right, says LGBTQIA+
rights, like all human rights, are
symptoms of kaliyuga - i.e.,
caste/race/gender mixing
(varnasamkara, miscegenation),

Trans Sceptic Arguments Are Incoherent

Kavita Krishnan

Feminist activist and
writer

One day, the
idea of the sex
binary as a
biological reality
will appear as
absurd as the
idea that the
carth is flat

pollution, and confusion of
natural categories and hierarchies.
Trans exclusion today is the last
socially acceptable bigotry — and
thus the portal through which
other bigotries slide back into
“common sense.”

Billionaires such as Ms. Rowling
and Elon Musk have the wealth
and power to shape “common
sense”, policy, and judicial
opinion. They have the approval
of Mr. Trump and Russian
President Vladimir Putin. Yet they
claim to be victimised by trans
women’s posts on social media.
Seen through the refracting lens of
far-right ideology, power
arrangements appear inverted.
Minorities menace majorities,
threatening them with elimination
and extinction.

Generally, democratic people
recognise that there is no evidence
to support the ‘Great
Replacement; idea: i.e., the
far-right claims that whites are
being demographically “replaced”
by non-whites or (in India),
Hindus by Muslims. But the same
people are often ready to accept
(without a shred of evidence) that
women are being replaced by
trans women in sports.

Take a closer look at trans
sceptical arguments and their
appearance of “common sense”
begins to come apart, revealing a
fundamental incoherence. Ms.
Rowling had said she was worried
that in a patriarchal society, girls
would be tempted to become
male. But that doesn’t explain why
so many would rather be trans
women than retain the privilege of
passing as “boys” and “men”. And
it is these trans women who are
the most targeted by trans
exclusionary campaigners such as
Ms. Rowling.

Some of my feminist friends
reassure me (and I suspect,
themselves) that the U.K. ruling
offers equal but separate facilities
and protections ( such as
bathrooms, domestic violence
shelters, and sports) for cis and
trans women. ‘Separate but equal’
— have we forgotten that this was
the infamous doctrine used to
rationalise racial segregation in

the U.S., in schools, housing,
transport, and yes, bathrooms?
Segregating trans women from
other women will make public
spaces more hostile to all women.
It will entitle misogynists to
scrutinise the bodies of every
woman, denouncing her as a trans
imposter if they think she looks
butch or gamine or indeed “too
feminine to be true.”

Imane Khelif was assigned
female at birth, but this didn’t stop
Ms. Rowling from calling her a
man. Must all girls and women
have to carry certificates proving
that from birth till the present
their external and internal
anatomy, as well as chromosomes
and hormones, have passed the
gender test? Or will we single out
women for such tests whose
appearance does not conform
with traditional femininity?

Scientific evidence

So many who reject science when
it comes to vaccines or climate
change declare “science is real” to
say trans people are not real. But
sexual diversity is as “biological”
as neurodiversity. Biology is not
anatomy: there is mounting
scientific evidence of diversity in
hormones, chromosomes, and
brain structure, resulting in
diverse sexual identities.

The erudite Shashi Tharoor has
said the use of “they” as a singular
pronoun is ungrammatical. I have
news for him. The singular “they”
as a gender-neutral pronoun has
been around since Chaucer. We
don’t think it's grammatical heresy
to say “Everybody should mind
their own business” or “Someone
left their purse in the classroom.”
Feminists were ridiculed when
they asked for gender-neutral
terms; today, “chairperson” is the
norm, not “chairman.”

Science, law, language cannot
erase trans people, just as they
could not erase gay people. One
day, the idea of the sex binary as a
biological reality, as “common
sense”, will appear as absurd as
the idea that the earth is flat, and
as bigoted as the idea that
women’s wombs made them unfit
to study, vote or play sports.
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U.K. Supreme Court’s Ruling and Its Impact
&, g1 HIE &1 haer AR gHHT voT

e The U.K. Supreme Court ruled that under the Equality Act, 2010, trans women will not
be treated as women.

.. A FIE 7 ool A1 7o geFafad) wae, 2010 & dgd e A3t T Afgemsit &
G H AT HTeAT AT

e This ruling severely limits the rights and protections available to trans women under
the law.

I 0T g1 AGATHT &1 et & e [Helet ater 3rfAFRT 31X gaw 31 7307 &7 & @A
AT &
o |t effectively undermines the Gender Recognition Act, 2004.

g AU g &9 O Szt R fTaere vae, 2004 A FHIR AT B

International Echoes of Trans Exclusion
T TRSHR I HRUIT [

e InJanuary, former U.S. President Donald Trump signed an executive order stating
only two sexes — male and female — are recognised.

SeTadt A, 93 IARFY U skares €0 A Ue FRISRT 3G W gEaeR fFu fasd saer
ar fofar — qow 3R Afgar i Aar & S|

e He claimed this order would “restore sanity.”

3ogiel gl foh Tg TS " HASTCHY TgTel HIIT" |

Feminist Endorsement of the Ruling

AATEY WHET ganT hae FT qHdA

e A senior member of the U.K.’s oldest South Asian and Black feminist group
supported the ruling, claiming it protected “biological women” and trans rights.

I.F. F FaH Q= SfEror ol 3t sreda ariarel epg v aise e A 5 vy
i1 FHY 33T, TE e gU o Tg " Sifdw Afeensi 3R ciw srfRrsr i am e g

e The Labour Party also welcomed the ruling, saying it “clarifies” the issue.

e aréf ¥ & 5 taer T FaTeTd R 3R FET o IF Feg Y FISE FIAT |

Far-Right Ideological Influence

SfaoraelY RaRYRT &1 91T
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e« Many who oppose far-right politics are paradoxically celebrating this decision, which is
also being celebrated by far-right groups globally.

S ST g faroraedY Asreifa 1 favier e &, O 97 31 thidel 1 51T AT I8 & o dfdas
cfeToTae Hegt canT o TIET ST WET &

o J.K. Rowling, who funded the campaign, claimed the ruling would keep women and
girls safe from trans women.

SF. A, Tegia 37 AT A TN fFam, & grar fvar i a8 Ao afgansit sik
arsfaRal At et |

e Fear-based narratives — including trans women, immigrants, and Muslims — are key
tools of far-right discourse.

ST IMUTRA FAT — 573 i@ Afgery, yare 3R qiEers anfdrer § — gfgrorady feret &
T 3UHT |

Global Far-Right Thought and Trans Exclusion
3fRa® giAoTTd ReryR 3k o afgseR

o Far-right ideologue Alexandr Dugin views LGBTQIA+ rights as signs of kaliyuga and
social confusion.

efaroTae e retaraist gfet LGBTQIA+ AR 1 &farger i arariors oo &
Hohd AT g |

e Trans exclusion is now seen as the last socially acceptable form of bigotry, opening
doors for other prejudices.

T TRSHR 379 VRTINS T & THHIF TRTIT 7 3T & HAT o 6T 8, S 373 qaiare!
& forT IrEar @rerdr g

Influence of Wealthy Public Figures

HTgT Aol Toieh gieddl T THIT

e Billionaires like Rowling and Elon Musk use their wealth and influence to shape
public opinion and policy while portraying themselves as victims.

IS JT AT 3T v AFF 379 U7 31 IH1T &7 39T Frdolfare T 3R AT &
3R ol 7 o &, STaifeh Ge & difsd fe@ra g1

e« Under far-right narratives, minorities are falsely shown as threats to majorities.

gferoTaeft RraRuRT &, seaaedel 1 31 dl% § agaeds! & AT TR & &9 A fegran

ST &

e Incoherencein Trans Sceptic Arguments
T TEETCHAS dahi Y THIT

o« J.K. Rowling claimed that patriarchy would tempt girls to become male, yet she targets
trans women, not trans men.
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.3, Afar 7 e T foh R orsfehal st 929 Setet o forw 9Ra al, Afhet a8 g
afgen3it 1 R0 =1 8, 7 foh g gt 1|

e Separate but equal facilities for cis and trans women are being defended — an idea
once used to justify racial segregation.

e 3R e ARt & forw sreer A aAe glawnsit & gwde TS wr g — 9%
TR Igel AT NG &l 3T SeTet H SEAATS fohaT 1T AT|

e Hostility Towards Non-Conforming Women
IR Afgetait & wfer argar

e Segregation invites scrutiny on all women’s bodies, and even cis women may be
labelled as trans if they do not appear traditionally feminine.

3rereg g3y AfReT3t F R Hr F Y AT Far €, 31K F8r I & R At of
T IR &7 ST ol § 3PR 3 YRR T & e T 7187 g2iidi|

Scientific Realities vs. Political Narratives

dafae areafREdT 99 TAfas FYT

o People who deny climate change or vaccines cite science to deny the existence of
trans people.

it @eT Srerary aRader a1 daHie & JHRA 8, 3 g At F 31T Ecd Y TR & faw
ERIGEIREIRIEGE

e Sexual diversity is biological, just like neurodiversity, supported by evidence of
diversity in chromosomes, hormones, and brain structures.

HEAT 7 F3faear & gade Aerar gl

Language, Law, and the Fight for Recognition
$TST, FTelel I IgaTeT Y 31§

e Shashi Tharoor criticised the singular use of “they”, but it has been used since
Chaucer’s time in English.

Y YW o "they" F Tohaded TAT T T ST, o fhed SHHT T AT & FHT T
A A G W@l

o Terms like “chairperson” have replaced “chairman” over time as a result of feminist
advocacy.

HRATATE G & FROT TAT & TTY "IIGHA" S A o "IIHT" T S8 o ol g

e Just as law, science, and language could not erase gay people, they cannot erase
trans people either.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page9



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

&er ad|

One day, the sex binary will be viewed as absurd as the flat earth theory and as bigoted as
past arguments against women’s rights.

Teh T, FoIaT AUET Y 3T &Y FTEATEIS AT SIEeT foiciatT o woreer qedt Rigea, 31 3car
&Y JeTuTelt FSaeT o 31da & A3 & 31feRT &1 fae|

TOPICS COVERED GS Paper I1: Polity, Governance, and International
Relations)

1. Terror-hit India pauses Indus pact with Pakistan

HTAHT FAA & a1G AR o ITiFEarsT & a1y FAY srer afer

T

2. Talking Mode: On U.S. Vice-President J.D. Vance’s Visit
to India

Harg $r Feufa: AR ¥ Iurseafa 18t arw & R I
I
3. Is India Witnessing Judicial Despotism?

wmmﬁmﬁ@emmmww%?

4. World Bank Lowers India’s FY26 Growth Forecast to
6.3%

faeg 3 F T Y FY26 JEfOr G FT HATT T 6.3%
T
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Terror-hit India pauses Indus pact with Pak.

India responds to Pahalgam attack that left 26
dead, announces measures against Pakistan

S Paper |I: India-Pakistan

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

ndia will hold the 1960
llndus Waters Treaty
with  Pakistan “in
abeyance with immediate
effect”, Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misri announced

on Wednesday. It is part of

the five-pronged response
that was decided upon af-
ter Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi chaired a meet-
ing of the Cabinet
Committee on Security

(CCS) in the aftermath of

the terror strike in Pahal-
gam that left 26 dead.
Following the meeting,
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah reached out to all pol-
itical parties for an all-par-
ty meeting on Thursday.
The CCS took note of the
“cross-border linkages™ of
the terror attack in Pahal-
gam, Mr. Misri said adding,
“The Indus Waters Treaty
of 1960 will be held in
abeyance with immediate
effect, until Pakistan credi-

bly and irrevocably abjures
its support for cross-bor-
der terrorism.”

A decision was also ta-
ken to close the Integrated
Check Post in Attari with
“immediate effect”.
“Those who have crossed
over with valid endorse-
ments may return through
that route before May 1,
Mr. Misri said, indicating
that Pakistan nationals
holding Indian visas will
have to return by that date.

Visas deemed

He further announced that
Pakistan nationals will not
be permitted to travel to In-
dia under the SAARC Visa
Exemption Scheme
(SVES).

“Any SVES visas issued
in the past to Pakistani na-
tionals are deemed can-
celled. Any Pakistani na-
tional currently in India
under SVES visa has 48
hours to leave India,” he
said.

The CCS also declared

military advisers in the Pa-
kistani High Commission
here as persona non grata.

“They have a week to
leave India. India will be
withdrawing its own de-
fence, Navy, Air advisers
from the Indian High Com-
mission in Islamabad.
These posts in the respec-
tive High Commissions are
deemed annulled. Five

Attari check post closed with ‘immediate effect’; Pak.
nationals holding Indian visas told to return by May 1

b

Stern review: Prime Minister Narendra Modi chairs a meeting of the
Cabinet Committee on Security, in New Delhi on Wednesday. AN

support staff of the Service
Advisers will also be with-
drawn from both High
Commissions,” he said, ad-
ding that the s(rtngth of
the Indian mission in Isla-
mabad and the Pakistani
mission in New Delhi “will
be brought down to 30
from the present 55
through further reduc-
tions, to be effected by 1

2 Kashmiris suspected to
be among the attackers

Vij Sin;
Peerzada Ashi
NEW DELHI/PAHALGAM

‘Two Kashmiri men are
suspected to have been
among the group of six or
seven armed terrorists
who killed 26 tourists at
Pahalgam meadow of
Jammu and Kashmir on
Tuesday afternoon, a

May 2025."

Foreign Secretary Misri
declared that the CCS “re-
viewed the overall security
situation™ after the terror
strike in Pahalgam and “di-
rected all forces to main-
tain high vigil.”

“It resolved that the per-
petrators of the attack will
be brought to justice and
their sponsors held to ac-

government source told
The Hindu.

The two Kashmiri
militants were identied as
Adil Guri of Anantnag and
Ahsan from Pulwama
district in south Kashmir.
Both went to Pakistan in
2018.

FULL REPORT
» PAGES

count. As with the recent
extradition of Tahawwur
Rana, India will be unre-

lenting in the pursuit of

those who have committed
acts of terror or conspired
to make them possible,”
Mr. Misri said.

Meetings convened
The government has con-
vened an all party meeting

Terror-hit India pauses Indus pact with Pakistan

HTAHT §HA & aTE HRA o IIREdTeT & JTY FAY STeT A Y At

e India will hold the 1960 Indus Waters Treaty with Pakistan “in abeyance with
immediate effect”, announced Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri on Wednesday.

guER &1 fager afta s A o avvom $r & sRa 1960 #r Rie ster @iy 7 arfredre
& AT “TepTel TTd § FIfra” 3|

e This is part of a five-pronged response decided upon after Prime Minister Narendra
Modi chaired a meeting of the Cabinet Committee on Security (CCS) following the
terror strike in Pahalgam that left 26 dead.

aﬁﬁr(CCS)aﬁrmﬁrmwmé:araﬁmw,mﬁwﬁgcmmﬁrze
A Y At gt 1S o

e Following the meeting, Union Home Minister Amit Shah reached out to all political
parties for an all-party meeting on Thursday.

e & F16 FArT IE FHAL AFAT AMF A T TSN AR Gell T AR AT g1l dlell HaGeIT
doF & fav ARG R

o The CCS took note of the “cross-border linkages” of the terror attack in Pahalgam.

CCS 7 UgeTaTH 3T gA T “HIHAT-IR HI3I 1 7T form|

Address
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Declares military advisers in the Pakistani High
Commission in New Delhi as persona non grata

on Thursday in the after-
math of the terror attack.

Government  sources
shared with The Hindu that
Mr. Shah and Mr. Rajnath
are reaching out to leaders
of various political parties
for the same.

The outreach came
soon after the CCS met in
the Prime Minister’s resi-
dence at 7 Lok Kalyan
Marg as the Government
tried getting all parties on
board, with political par-
ties across the board ex-
pressing condemnation of
the attack and emphasis-
ing a unified front with the
government over the issue.

Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Lok Sabha Ra-
hul Gandhi had spoken to
Mr. Shah, expressing con-
cern, while parties like the
Nationalist Congress Party
had asked that the govern-
ment call for all party
meet.

EDITORIAL
» PAGE 8

3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
= info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website

: patrioticias.in

Pagel 1



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

a
www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Mr. Misri stated, “The Indus Waters Treaty of 1960 will be held in abeyance until
Pakistan credibly and irrevocably abjures its support for cross-border terrorism.”

A1 TR A T, “1960 A FAY STer Y 1 T Teh TUTIA W1 ST ST T ATihEctled
freawaiar 3R Irquofiar & & WT-9R ArcFarg & FAdT B G BISarl”

Closure of Attari Check Post
3eRY BF YIEE FT 9¢ g1

A decision was taken to close the Integrated Check Post in Attari with immediate
effect.

3R F ThIFA UF GRT FY dchlel THT @ §¢ a1 1 forotr foram arm|

“Those who have crossed over with valid endorsements may return through that route
before May 1,” said Mr. Misri, indicating that Pakistani nationals holding Indian visas
must return by that date.

A fAd F gr, “1 7% F g Toteteh a1 3o o Aol & 3 381 AT 4 #fle T 8, forad
Ig Tqse BT § o AR AT e qifhearel) AR 1 38 dRIE d diear g
Suspension of SAARC Visa Exemption Scheme (SVES)

Z&w IS g AT (SVES) #T forerae

Mr. Misri announced that Pakistani nationals will not be permitted to travel to India
under the SAARC Visa Exemption Scheme (SVES).

A fAd & areor i fo arféearet Areriet &1 379 gate Ao g A= (SVES) & dgd
HIT ITAT T ITeTATY 6T &1 ST |

“Any SVES visas issued in the past to Pakistani nationals are deemed cancelled. Any

Pakistani national currently in India under SVES visa has 48 hours to leave India,” he
said.

3ogiel @hgT, “SVES HiSI & T8d 37l H IIiFEdre! ARTR®ST 1 SIRT fohv 10 Heft et g
AT SATE | SVES &Yl W actdlTel # AR H Hisle fondt it aifeareit sAmerie o 48 o &
T R BT BT |

Military Advisers Declared Persona Non Grata

AT GATEFRY ) Ao afaa afRa Rrar arar

The CCS declared military advisers in the Pakistani High Commission in India as
persona non grata.

CCS & 9T & F&Ua nifFEarei) 3= & T FARHRI ! JAoA 1T afed Dfidg T
el

“They have one week to leave India,” said Mr. Misri.

T TAEY o7 FgT, “3o¢ T FodTg o I 9Rd BISaT 8T

India will withdraw its own defence, Navy, and Air advisers from the Indian High
Commission in Islamabad.
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TR SEaTATETE U SREART ITATAT & 379 T&TT, AN 3R agaeT Faedri i arad
JeITTaT |

e These posts in both High Commissions are deemed annulled.
gl ITARRT 7 A Ug Gg AL AT |

o Additionally, five support staff of the service advisers will also be withdrawn from both
High Commissions.

A1 g, AT HATGhRI o U FeTaeh FHarary off 2kl STt & arqw el1e Simeat |

Diplomatic Presence to be Scaled Down

TSI 39feyfa & Fetd

e The strength of the Indian mission in Islamabad and the Pakistani mission in New
Delhi will be brought down to 30 from the present 55.

STATATEIG # HRAT A 3R a8 Reeh & nfFreds) e ff g Fr ada=T 55 F

"era 30 FX e Jmeem|
e This reduction will be implemented by 1 May 2025.

g Heldl 1 A 2025 de o1 I STuait|

CCS Reviews Security and Directs Vigil After Pahalgam Attack
CCS o UgelaNH gel & aTq AT $T FAlaT #r 3 Tadhar & e e

e Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri declared that the Cabinet Committee on Security
(CCS) “reviewed the overall security situation” after the terror strike in Pahalgam and
directed all forces to maintain high vigil.

faer afT g @ & =g T Faae gram wfafa (CCs) o wgaeme srad gra & a1
Fqot gaT Fufa A aefiew 1 3k @it gell I At gawar e @ & der ievl

o He added, “It resolved that the perpetrators of the attack will be brought to justice
and their sponsors held to account.”

3ogial gl “Tg AT o aram o g e & 39Tt o 7T & Fouy & o s 3R
3 YTATST! I FdTEEE ST ATTIM|”

o “As with the recent extradition of Tahawwur Rana, India will be unrelenting in the
pursuit of those who have committed acts of terror or conspired to make them
possible,” Mr. Misri said.

#t TR ¥ T, “8TT &1 H dgreay AU & TeIUYT T g, IR 3T A9l & f@ATd Hrears &
FE A 781 I, Dieela 3nah rfRAfRfat #) siemr Rar € a1 3% e afser @@ e

All-Party Meeting Convened

IS S5 qoITs TS
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e The government has convened an all-party meeting on Thursday in the aftermath of
the terror attack.

DR & HTAhT A o TG AHAR I Ueh FIGAT 46 Jolls o

e Government sources shared that Home Minister Amit Shah and Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh are reaching out to leaders of various political parties for participation.

TSR AL o T & g 70 i g 3k & #: Terey R fafdes voefas gat
& AT3iT ¥ TIH HT T L

e This outreach came soon after the CCS meeting held at the Prime Minister’s
residence at 7 Lok Kalyan Marg.
TE T FUTAHA ATATH, 7 Wl 10T AL I g5 CCS Y do & X 1S Y g3

e The government is trying to bring all parties on board, with political parties across
the spectrum condemning the attack and emphasizing a unified stand with the
government.

TIRR THY Sl Sl AT led I DITAA I @l &, AR T3 Asr=ifas gal o gdel Fr AT
aﬂ?rngna%muaqmamé%l
e Opposition Leader Rahul Gandhi spoke to Mr. Shah, expressing concern, while

parties like the Nationalist Congress Party demanded that the government call for an
all-party meet.

SrRasT # faTet & e Tger e 3 sl 2T & ST i 3R R ST H, STafes gy
FTA UIEF S el o TPR T HagelrT 35 FaATal hl HIT |

Indus Water Treaty
frey s wfYy

Page14
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The Indus Water Treaty
(IWT) is a water-
distribution agreement
between India and Pakistan
that was brokered by the
World Bank.

The Indus Water Treaty

The 56-year-old Indus Water Treaty between India
and Pakistan has been instrumental in the peaceful
sharing the water of Indus and its tributaries

With the recent spurt of tensions between the two
countries and PM Narendra Modi's statement that

1 LoC||

Q_/c;jsﬁkn'ég}\
}' . Jammu,& ]
_~..!(aghmii~—\ River

followed by India’s decision to
suspend meetings of Indus Water

ey e wfer (IWT) s1Ra

unjab

3ﬂT q'l'ﬁﬂ_{-_dm éTEr TH Commission, here is a look at } L
37 the treaty and its ingredients: Haryana;- Delhi
Fa-faawor '\qﬂ@?ﬂ %— 51 | Sioned on: September 19, 1960 | indus Uttar
Signatories: Prime Minister River Rajasthan Pradesh
ﬁ'& Qa; TART AEQEAdT Jawaharlal Nehru and E
qd < Pakistan's President Ayub Khan INDIA

Brokered by: The World Bank rachi

Arabian Sea'4

& dgd AT IAT AT

e It was mediated by the
World Bank on the
insistence of the US.

Ig IHANFT & AT W
farg &% q@arr ACTEIAT @ HO g5 A
e It was signed on 19th September 1960 by Indian Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru and

= Rivers Beas, Ravi and Sutlej to be governed
by India while Indus, Chenab and Jhelum by Pakistan

m |ndia is allowed to use 20 per cent of Indus water
for irrigation, power generation and transport purposes

= A permanent body called Indus
Water Commission solves disputes
arising over water sharing

® River Indus originates from China,
but it is not a part of the treaty

Pakistani President Ayub
Khan.

¥ 19‘ 1960 « Signed: 19th September 1960.
TETAHA FAETATe AF® 3N e Western Rivers: Indus, Jhelum, Chenab - for
aifEdarel Tsgafar e @mer Pakistan.

aRT FETEIRE Ry sr27 o7 « Eastern Rive’rs: Ravi, Beas., Sutlej — for.India.
o Itis considered as the most e World Bank'’s Role: Mediator and arbitrator.

Important Facts:

successful treaty of the world.
38 girar T Fad e AW F F T AT ST B

e The treaty primarily addresses the sharing and usage rights of the Indus River system, which
spans across both countries.

Ig @Y Aega: Ry 7 gorel & Far F Fean AR 3w F AOERI A FafRa e
g, S alel qRlf & Hhell g5 T

Key Features of the Indus Water Treaty
ey S @fr F wogE RAdwaw
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River Allocation
Y 3mgeT

e The Indus River system consists of six rivers: the Indus, Jhelum, Chenab, Ravi, Beas, and
Sutlej.

Ry 7 yoreh 77 et o7 afdat afer §: Ry, stae, Ao, T, s, 3R waes|
e The treaty divides the rivers into two categories:
Ig 9fer AfGat wray Aforar & Fenfaa s &
o Western Rivers: Indus, Jhelum, and Chenab — allocated to Pakistan.
aiRest afeat: Ry, stemw, 3R ¥ere - wifeeae # smafea #r oS £
o Eastern Rivers: Ravi, Beas, and Sutlej — allocated to India.

gt afeat: welt, sar, 3R waeer - oRa F ImERka H 7 T

Water Rights
S ATUSR

« Pakistan has the exclusive right over the waters of the Western rivers.

- ITfret & aiReHr Al & o gt AfeER ured &

« India is allowed limited uses of these rivers for domestic, non-consumptive agricultural purposes,
and hydropower generation, but cannot divert their flow for other purposes.

« AR &I 3o ATGAT & SToT T WHAA ITART A T IFATT & S8 o &¥e] 39T, I-gaa
F FEf, 3R IR FeueT F AT, dfheT a8 37 AGAT & varg Ft AT T TFAT|

« India has full control over the waters of the Eastern rivers, and can use them for irrigation, power
generation, and other uses.

- (R &1 qdf Afedi & STor et fg=orured § 3R ag saen 39 s, Rega seume,
3N 3T FEt A F Hbal B

Permanent Indus Commission

TRt Ay mahr

* The treaty established the Permanent Indus Commission comprising representatives from both
India and Pakistan.

-3H WY & dgd TAR Y e A wArer i a1, o aRa s wifeeae At &
wfafaf®r anfae g &
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» The Commission ensures the implementation of the treaty and facilitates communication and
cooperation between the two countries on water issues.

- g AT WY & FATeadel A ARTT FAT & AR o/ AWl W ekt Ut & g duh
3R wEART A AT BT g

World Bank’s Role
faeg d& #ir sfa=r

» The World Bank plays a significant role in ensuring the implementation and functioning of the
treaty.

- fae 99 30 O & FrRiTag AR wETET F Ageaqot sfAT e g

« It has been involved as a mediator and helped fund some of the infrastructure projects for both
countries, particularly those enabling Pakistan to better utilize its allocation of the Western rivers.

- YE U ALYTT & & H ATAA @1 ¢ AR a=t Gt & Fo Iraavaar a3t & fov
T werar st vere a2 g &, [aAvet 37 qRAST3T & St arfeare o afted afeat &
I ATHe I dgdl 3UAT Fed H ASE Hlal o

Dispute Resolution
faarg gTeTe

e The treaty outlines a framework for resolving disputes or differences that arise between India and
Pakistan over the waters.

Ig i #RA 3R TIfhed & dg ST & H@6i0d 3cUeT gl dTel fadrel Ir AdAer &l
orstel & U e ST Yetel el Bl

¢ Inthe event of a dispute, it can be referred to the Permanent Indus Commission, neutral
experts, or even the World Bank for arbitration.

Ife A1 faarg 3cdet giar &, o 30 Furlt Ry 3maer, fAavdar faerws, ar @8 o= &
feg dF & g ACTEIaT & AU AT I har g

Challenges and Controversies

getfaat ik R

e Pakistan's Concerns: Pakistan has often expressed concerns over India's construction of dams
and hydroelectric projects on the Western rivers.
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arfrEarer it Rare: arferedrer & e afRest afdal W ara qarr et sk Safega
TR & AT S ol Rarsd Bl

e Examples include the Baglihar Dam on the Chenab River and the Kishanganga project on the
Jhelum River.

3ETEIUT & diY I A e X TAT SeTellgR &a1er 3R Ferd 7)Y I it foverersem
TR A g1

e Pakistan believes such projects could reduce water flows into its territory.
qifehedlel I ATl g foh T IRIASATT 3ThT AT H Tl IaAI§ T HH HI Thell o

¢ India’s Concerns: India argues that it has been unable to fully utilize the waters allocated to it
under the treaty, particularly from the Eastern rivers.

R @ R 9Ra #1 aF § & a5 G & qga mafed g@f afeais Sor rqor
3YYNT ET T AT &

e India is currently working on projects to better use the waters of Ravi, Beas, and Sutlej for
irrigation and hydropower.

HRA IdAT A I, A R Feest Afedl & Stel 1 Rwr$ 3R srafaegd seurea &
T SR 3TN e T IRASTAISN T HH AT T &

e Climate Change: With the threat of climate change, both countries are increasingly concerned
about potential changes in river flow patterns.

Srerary aRader: Serarg IRader & @ & HROT, Sl AT T 4T YA F T A
FHIAT IREdT I hT doal =T 1

e These changes may arise from melting glaciers, changing rainfall patterns, and increasing
demand for water.

¥ gRad TARRRT & NEes, auT F tedd # ggag, 3R gt i gedt AT H FROT &
T g
e This adds further stress to an already delicate balance of water-sharing arrangements.

IJg Jeof & &rgacelia ST dear Y FaE T W 3N 31 garg srerar gl
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Talking mode

[GS Paper I: India-US ]

India must be firm in negotiations with
the US. on trade and tariffs

.S. Vice-President J.D. Vance's first visit to

U India was marred by the brutal terror at-
tacks in Pahalgam, but his messages of so-
lidarity with India, even as he chose to continue
his family vacation at the Taj Mahal, have been
appreciated in New Delhi. Visits by American
Presidents to India have been rare, other than for
ceremonial reasons, and Mr. Vance is the first
American Vice-President to travel to India in 12
years, after Joseph Biden visited in 2013. The visit
was a “largely private” affair, as Mr. Vance, his
wife of Indian-origin Usha Chilukuri Vance, and
their three children took in the sights in Delhi, Jai-
pur, and Agra. The visit provided for a quick re-
view of decisions made during Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s trip to the U.S. in February, alth-
ough the Vance-Modi talks on Monday did not
produce substantial outcomes apart from an an-
nouncement that the terms of reference for the
Bilateral Trade Agreement (BTA) being negotiat-
ed in Washington had been finalised. They also
provided for a chance to discuss U.S. President
Donald Trump’s visit to India later this year for
the Quad Summit, and plans for Indo-Pacific stra-
tegy. It is unclear whether Mr. Modi raised India’s
concerns over a number of issues with Mr. Vance,
including U.S. tariffs and their impact on the glo-
bal economy, the U.S. crackdown on immigra-
tion, as well as the recent revocations of visas is-
sued to hundreds of foreign students, more than
half of whom were Indian, according to a survey.
However, at a public address in Jaipur, Mr.
Vance responded to some of the criticism of the
Trump administration’s actions. Rather than
seeking to “start a trade war”, Mr. Trump hopes
to “rebalance global trade”, Mr. Vance said, and
outlined the BTA as a “final deal” for “fairness”.
He also raised the need for India to drop “non-ta-
riff barriers” that stop U.S. access to the Indian
market — understood to relate mainly to selling
agricultural produce and dairy products, a sensi-
tive issue in India. On defence, Mr. Vance said
that India was a trusted partner for co-produc-
tion of U.S. defence hardware, and repeated Mr.
Trump’s offer of F-35 fighter jets. He criticised
previous U.S. governments for cutting back on
fossil fuel energy production, and said Mr.
Trump’s policy of “drill, baby, drill” would be to
India’s benefit if it increases the purchase of oil
and natural gas from the U.S. Finally, he stressed
the importance of amending India’s nuclear lia-
bility law so that U.S. companies would feel com-
fortable in setting up nuclear power plants in In-
dia. Broadly, Mr. Vance’s effort during his visit to
India was to underline the importance of state-
ments and demands already made by President
Trump. New Delhi must consider carefully what
it seeks from the U.S. in return, as thus far Mr.
Modi and his ministers who have travelled to the
U.S. have been in “listening mode”, studying the
Trump agenda rather than reacting to it — wheth-
er it is in the area of geopolitical moves regarding
the Russia-Ukraine conflict and Israel’s war on
Gaza, or those spurring global trade disruptions.
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Talking Mode: On U.S. Vice-President J.D.
Vance’s Visit to India

Harg Y R AN & sRrSeufy I ag f
HRT I 9T

India must be firm in negotiations with the U.S. on
trade and tariffs

HRA Y SR 3R TRE T 3ARFT @ arada 758
& ATiew

e U.S. Vice-President J.D. Vance’s first visit to India coincided
with the brutal Pahalgam terror attacks, but his messages of
solidarity with India were appreciated in New Delhi, even as he
continued his family vacation at the Taj Mahal.

AR F IWseufa S i $ Igelt AT =T ST Ig9H rahr
A & SR g, Afthel 3egiel 81X & STl Sl Tehafear & Wawr T, 378
1§ feelt 3 88T 9T, Al €Y 3egla) AToTAgH A UTRATR 31aH1m SR

dr|

o Visits by American Presidents to India have been rare, and Mr.
Vance is the first U.S. Vice-President in 12 years to travel to India,
after Joseph Biden in 2013.

IARHY Tegafardt ST R AT AR I gerst W g, 3R 2013 &
INAEF I3 F 91 I 12 gt & ggol JANET 3Wrseufa § Sl Ra
Y ITET |

e The visit was termed “largely private”, as Mr. Vance, his Indian-
origin wife Usha Chilukuri Vance, and their three children visited
Delhi, Jaipur, and Agra.

Ig I “HEF: Tl &gl 918, Fifeh ard, 3eTeht IR e hr el
39T R 7, 3R 357 et ao fereelt, SrrqR 3tk 3R gaa oy

e The visit allowed a quick review of decisions from Prime
Minister Modi’s U.S. trip in February, although no substantial
outcomes were seen from the Vance-Modi meeting.

IE AT TUTAHAT A H G 7 3rARST & e forw 7w haat
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&1 cafer gaftan & foIU 3raae &1, grelifer ar-AIE 5% 8 IS Ageaqr frsewy d1Ha ¢

31T

o One key outcome was the finalisation of the terms of reference for the Bilateral Trade
Agreement (BTA) being negotiated in Washington.

TS AgcaquT IROTH Jg o7 i aifderest 7 S1ddid & dgd 9+ & afavaiis saaR gagta
(BTA) & forw erat &1 ureq ar favar aram|

e The meeting also discussed U.S. President Donald Trump’s upcoming visit to India
later this year for the Quad Summit, and Indo-Pacific strategy plans.

oo # 50 IV & 37d # Fa1s AW GFAdA & v AR Ieeafa sieres gu i IRT
wﬁ?z’r—ﬁﬁﬁmwr;nﬁwaﬁaﬂ‘rgél

e ltis unclear whether Prime Minister Modi raised concerns regarding U.S. tariffs, the
immigration crackdown, or visa revocations affecting Indian students.

I TISC AL ¢ TF 1 weraa= A o 3rANE Y ERE, JardT W aEd, I1 3T sEt
IS Tt arer AT W6 glel T I3 T 35T A1 e |

e More than half of the students whose visas were revoked were Indian, according to a
survey.

T TRV & AR 51T BT o AT 6@ g, 3oTH § JHfRremter ARy |
e Inapublic address in Jaipur, Mr. Vance addressed criticism of Trump administration

policies, saying Mr. Trump did not want a “trade war” but hoped to “rebalance global
trade”.

ST H T WA oish HTH0T 3 A1 =1 € TR hY Afrdt B ATt r sare & gv
gl Toh T “SATIR JE&” w161 TTed, Sfech “df¥aa SATIR & HJeler” o1l T16d &

e« Mr. Vance described the BTA as a “final deal for fairness”.
g o BTA &t “=a1T & faw ifas gasitar saran)

o He asked India to remove “non-tariff barriers” that hinder U.S. market access,
especially for agriculture and dairy products, which are sensitive issues in India.

3egiel TR & “IT- ek aMEn3il” Y §eTy T T fohaT, S FARH ST’ TgT 1 Ahell
g, Y &7 & F¥ 31 378 3eumEl & fov, St 9Rd 7 wagafa geg &

e On defence, Mr. Vance called India a trusted partner for co-production of U.S.
defence hardware, and reiterated Mr. Trump’s offer of F-35 fighter jets.

T&TT &9 H 19 o IR 1 AANDT &I 3TFI0N & Tg-fAA0r & v v RFeguaa aEier
ST, 3R F-35 a8 ATl 7 0 T Gereher &l gigr|

e He criticised past U.S. governments for reducing fossil fuel energy production, and
said Mr. Trump’s “drill, baby, drill” policy would help India by increasing its oil and
natural gas imports from the U.S.

Sogiel TUSol AN TIERT T Sfand Su 3curest 7 FHeldr i 3meira=r $r 3K Far
g 1 “fFer, A, e’ AfT 9RT & T 3uEh &) Fod! § 3PR a8 AR @ aa 3
wTfae 3 &1 AT TETaT & |
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¢ He emphasised the need to amend India’s nuclear liability law to encourage U.S.
companies to invest in nuclear power plants.

376ia R & YIHATV] STRETRACT FHlefeT H TR T HTGLTehdl R Fef T arfen srAR$Y
FUfAaT R # AT ST FIAT A AT A H Tgot AgqH AL |

e Overall, Mr. Vance’s visit aimed to reinforce President Trump’s statements and
demands.

ol TACITeRY, T T ATAT ohT 3eeed Tsgufer €7 & qarat 3R AT Y Fsrae Far 41|
e India must now clearly define what it wants in return from the U.S., as so far Modi and

his ministers have remained in a “listening mode”, mainly observing the Trump
agenda.

379 IR Fl T TISE T F dF HIAT AT Toh a8 JARET T dgel H 71 AlgdT g, Fifh
319 o AGY 3R 37 o e w9 @ cgee Rl 7 @ € 3R g wehfaat
HHST Wl

e This approach applies not only to trade, but also to geopolitical issues like the Russia-

Ukraine conflict and Israel’s war on Gaza, which are contributing to global trade
disruptions.

Ig 7T Tt SATIR &1 78T, Sfedh TH-Fehet HE 3TN ST A SIS FT IS oI
TSI e FgaT o) 3T S 81T 8, it dfRde SATIR 3 SJaUTeT 3ctoet X B & |
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Is India witnessing judicial despotism?

A series of judgments in recent times has had several parties questioning the powers and motives of the Supreme Court; while such criticism of the judiciary is not
new, the top court has not yet crossed the Lakshman Rekha

S Paper II- Ji

icia
LETTER AND SPIRIT

Faizan Mustafa

he term ‘judicial review” has

not been used in our

constitution but it can easily be

inferred from Article 13, which
says any law in contravention of the
constitution shall be void. In fact, even
this provision was inserted out of
abundant caution, as even in its absence,
such a power could have been exercised
by the constitutional courts. High Courts
under Article 226 and the Supreme Court
under Article 32 look at the violation of
rights.

Judicial review being an essential
component of rule of law is part of our
constitution’s basic structure. Though
‘judicial activism’ and ‘judicial review’ are
considered distinct, basically both are
two sides of the same coin. Indeed, the
judicial whistle should ideally be blown in
extreme situations for a limited purpose,
as the judiciary has no business taking
over the governance of the country in its
hands.

To overcome the crises of legitimacy
for its pro-government decisions during
the Emergency, the Supreme Court
revolutionised the doctrine of locus standi
and initiated the Public Interest Litigation.
However, has the Supreme Court really
become a nuclear missile, with its judges
having no accountability? Are we in the
midst of civil or religious war and Justice
Sanjiv Khanna, in his short tenure as Chief
Justice of India (CJ1), is to be blamed for
this? Is judicial review anti-democratic?

Has the court misused its powers
under Article 142 (which provides for
“complete justice™)? It no more asks
petitioners what right of theirs has been
violated but rather whose right has been
violated. In the process, it has helped the
prisoners who were blinded by needles
being pierced in their eyes; paying
compensation for the custodial deaths
and upholding rights of workers etc.

The case for complete justice

In the constitutional law debates, there
have always been lovers and haters of
judicial review. At times, they do change
their stand depending upon whether they
are in government or Opposition. Thus,
Congress leaders when in power were
against the judicial review but are its
strongest votary today.

However, to term Article 142 as nuclear
missile is too strong a statement and is
basically criticism of the constitution and
should have been avoided by the
Vice-President of India, who himself
being a senior advocate is familiar with
the seminal contribution of the Supreme
Court in saving our democracy. This
provision was used in the Babri judgment,
in issuing guidelines on mob lynching and
in granting divorces in failed marriages on
the ground of ‘irretrievable breakdown'.
True, the court should not use this power
too often.

The Supreme Court has neither used
judicial activism nor its constitutional
power under Article 142 as an unguided
missile. As a repository of people’s trust
in t, it has, barring few exceptions, lived
up to their expectations and not betrayed
their trust. Had the court ordered
restoration of the Babri mosque, probably
there would have been a situation of
religious war but looking at the
sentiments of the millions of people, the
court preferred peace over justice.

Similarly, a judgment against the
abrogation of Article 370 may have
created a law and order situation in

Is India Witnessing Judicial Despotism?

Boundaries and limits: Though ‘judicial activism’ and ‘judicial review’ are considered distinct, they are

two sides of the same coin. AMAN RAJ

Kashmir. CJI Sanjiv Khanna's
interpretation of the proviso of Article 370
has been severely criticised and the
court’s refusal to determine the
constitutionality of a State being
downgraded to a Union Territory was not
liked by the constitutional law experts.

The democracy debate

True, Opposition is well within its right to
criticise the Vice-President but it must
remember its tallest leader, Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru, too had spoken in
almost identical language in the
Constituent Assembly on September 10,
1949: “Within limits no judge and no
Supreme Court can make itself a third
chamber. No Supreme Court and no
judiciary can stand in judgment over the
sovereign will of Parliament. If we go
wrong here and there, it can point it out,
but in the ultimate analysis where, the
future of the community is concerned, no
judiciary can come in the way. And if it
comes in the way, ultimately, the whole
constitution is a creature of Parliament.”

He went on to observe on the
possibility of picking up pro-government
judges: “If courts proved obstructive, one
method of overcoming hurdle is... the
executive which is the appointing
authority of judges begin to appoint
judges of its own liking for getting
decisions in its own favor.” His daughter,
as a strong Prime Minister, gave full effect
to this policy by twice indulging in the
supersession of judges. It is a different
story that even the collegium routinely
indulges in supersession in the name of
diversity and merit.

The greatest criticism against the
judicial review is in the name of
democracy, as unelected judges ideally
should not have power to quash laws
passed by democratically elected
governments. Of course, the government
would be formed based on the majority in
popular House, yet the constitution does
not permit it to become majoritarian.
Similarly, the Governor or the President
cannot exercise their discretionary
powers arbitrarily in assenting Bills
because they too should respect the will
of the democratically elected State
Assemblies.

In fact, most scholars reject this
democratic objection in cases of judicial
review on questions pertaining to federal
provisions, legislative procedure or
fundamental rights, as democracy can be

A

the best means of resolving political
disputes except in issues of fundamental

rights and preservation of constit 2

President to seek the court’s advisory
opinion if a State law looks patently
unconstitutional; the court has said “it
would be prudent” (Paragraph 434). This
too was to save the President from the
allegations of bias, arbitrariness and mala
fide.

Need for fair criticism

Let us be fair to our judges. Fair criticism
is welcome but attributing motives to
judges or blaming them either for the
violation of separation of powers or civil
war is not acceptable. Our judges do
deserve respect as they have too much of
work due to poor judge-population ratio.
‘The current CJ1 has not given any
significant judgment. Aware of religious
sensitivities, he merely tried to maintain
peace through his observations on the
Places of Worship Act. There is no stay as
of now even on the The Waqf
(Amendment) Act, 2025. Cannot he even
ask questions anymore?

All three organs of the government
must remain within their allotted spheres.
Holders of these organs do take an oath to
bear true faith and allegiance to the
constitution. A Governor who refuses to
sign Bills validly passed by the Assembly
for years together basically was in
violation of his own oath.

In Court Bar Association

supremacy. Unlike the United Kingdom,
we do not have the supremacy of the
Parliament but the supremacy of the
constitution. Our parli ians must

(1998), the Supreme Court had observed
that the powers under Article 142 being
curative do not authorise the court to

I ive law. It cannot build a

keep it in mind. The Vice-President too
should not assert supremacy of the
Parliament.

Judiciary vs the government
Generally, the Supreme Court upholds
the decisions of the government and the
laws enacted by the Legislature. The
quashing of laws or striking down of
governmental decisions happens once in

new edifice where none existed earlier. It
cannot make any order which is
inconsistent with the constitution or
statutory law. The judgment in the Tamil
Nadu Government's suit has
strengthened, not weakened, democracy
and federalism. Justice J.B. Pardiwala has
not gone against any provision of the
constitution. He has indeed saved the

i from the despotism of

ablue moon. The Supreme Court has a
duty to speak against the misgovernment;
if it fails to do so, it would be failing in its
constitutional duty of protecting the
constitution and upholding people’s
rights.

To say that Parliament be shut down as
the court itself is making laws too is an
unfair criticism. As a matter of fact, lately,
the liberals have been saying that our
judiciary has become more
executive-minded than the executive
itself. In most cases during the Modi
government, the Supreme Court has gone
with the government. It upheld
demonetisation; it refused to recognise
same sex marriages; it approved the
Rafale deal; saved the BJP-Shiv Sena(S)
government in Maharashtra; insisted on
the National Register of Citizens for
Assam; did almost nothing in the Pegasus
surveillance matter; declared ‘triple talak’
as void; freely used sealed covers; did not
agree even for a CBI probe in Judge Loya’s
death; made bail conditions more
stringent under Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act and for over five years,
did not grant bail even to student leaders;
did not hear petitions against Electronic
Voting Machines (EVM) and the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019.

The only big setbacks for the
government were in cases against the
electoral bond scheme, National Judicial
Appointments Commission (NJAC), and
President’s rule in Arunachal Pradesh. In
the recent verdict on Tamil Nadu
Government’s petition against its
Governor, the court has merely
interpreted the expression ‘as soon as
possible’ in Article 200. The only
problematic part that may qualify as
judicial activism is the suggestion to

unelected Governors and prevented
Governors from becoming “super
constitutional figure” (Paragraph 317).

Justice Krishna Iyer in Maru Ram v.
Union of India (1981) has held that “no
legal power can run unruly like John
Gilpin on the horse but must keep
sensibly to a steady course”. He also
observed that no constitutional power
can be vulgarised by the personal vanity
of the men in authority.

The constitutional fiction of political
questions beyond judicial remit cannot tie
the hands of judges in exceptional
situations like the one in Tamil Nadu. Its
Governor’s action being found mala fide
warranted such timelines. The timelines
suggested by the court do not amount to
amendment of the constitution at all. No
court in future is going to initiate
contempt proceedings against the
President or even the Governors for not
strictly complying with these timelines. If
there is undue delay without any reason,
timelines can be used to evaluate
arbitrary or non-arbitrary nature of the
Governor’s action/inaction.

In Qaiser e Hind (2001), Justice
Dorairajan had observed that “the assent
of the President envisaged under Article
254(2) is neither an idle or empty
formality not an automatic event™
(Paragraph 73). It is an exercise of
constitutional power. The Indian
President too is under the constitution
and not above it. Her actions too are
amenable to judicial review. Even the
Supreme Court is not supreme despite its
nomenclature; it too must work under
and within the constitutional limits.

The author is the Vice-Chancellor
Chanakya National Law University, Patna.
The views are personal.

THE GIST

v

Judicial review is an essential
part of our constitution’s
basic structure, but it has hac
lovers and haters —
depending upon whether they
are in government or
Opposition. While the court
should not often use its
powers to provide “complete
justice”, calling Article 142 a
nuclear missile turns into
criticism of the constitution
itself.

v

The greatest criticism against
the judicial review is in the
name of democracy, as
unelected judges ideally
should not have power to
quash laws passed by
democratically elected
governments. However,
quashing of laws or striking
down of governmental
decisions happens once in 2
blue moon. In most cases
during the Modi government,
the SC has gone with the
government.

v

All three organs of the
government must remain
within their allotted spheres,
Holders of these organs do
take an oath to bear true
faith and allegiance to the
constitution.
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Judicial Review and the Constitution

A Jeadiae AR wfaem

The term ‘judicial review’ is not explicitly mentioned in the Indian Constitution but can
be inferred from Article 13, which declares that any law contravening the Constitution
shall be void.

HRAT GG & TS Geidalhet se TASC §G U g1 for@m 32T 8, offehet 58
DG 13 U YcUeeT [ohaT ST Tehell §, ST gl & foh HIAUT & fa%es IS 8 Hlefel Lo
grem|

Even without this Article, constitutional courts could have exercised this power.
SH 3efesa & e o Haenfoies =ararery 34 rferd & YT &Y Fohet A

High Courts under Article 226 and the Supreme Court under Article 32 ensure the
protection of fundamental rights.

TG 226 & A 3¢9 AT 3R IHeJede 32 o gd gatea =ararard Aifores 3ifRsRY
T 8T giAREd FYa £

Judicial review is an essential component of the basic structure of the Constitution.
AT qerraeiehel HiqUTe 1 At WX 1 Ueh Jifaard fgear 81

Though judicial activism and judicial review are different, they are often viewed as
two sides of the same coin.

glellfeh s WIHAT 3R FATAS FeATaalahet 3elel 8, ofehel Soo HFE Teh 81 e &
&l I e AT ST &

The judiciary should ideally intervene only in extreme situations for a limited purpose,
and must not take over governance.

SATITTIehT 1 Shaol gt aRIFUfaaT 7 @iffia 3ggea & fov geaay s @nfgu 3k
QITH 3791 §TY H 181 olell AT

Locus Standi and Public Interest Litigation (PIL)

AR ¥38 3k safga @R (PIL)

During the Emergency, the Supreme Court was criticised for its pro-government
decisions, leading to a crisis of legitimacy.

HTYTARTS & aRT, HaTd ~ATATT 1 37901 AIHRY FHadH Aot & [T 3reasr sreer
q‘é‘r,m@a‘wwmﬂa’rgml

To address this, the Court revolutionised the doctrine of locus standi and introduced
Public Interest Litigation (PIL).

$U o A & oIT, = ArTed o s ¥e3t & Rigeia # wifa o 3R s=ifga @@= (PIL)
<hY QB3I T |
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Now, the Court focuses not only on who's right was violated, but on whose rights in
general have been violated.

319, T Hael T el IO [ fohaeh AR $1 Seeree g3, sfesh Tg @ & fh
forere TR T oo g T|

This shift helped address issues like custodial deaths, workers' rights, and prisoners
being blinded by needles.

39 Jeod o fetrara F i, Aoyl & rfAERT 3R geat & FeT F 3ren FE S Al
I GASATel H Heg |

Controversies Around Article 142

3Te8G 142 Y e e

There is debate about whether the Supreme Court has become a nuclear missile
without accountability.

Ig 9gd ¢ foh & Wafed ~rarery e Saraed) & Teh WAT] FRAATge o I/ ¢

Some critics argue that judicial review is anti-democratic.

T el AT ¢ o wa1fA% qerradlidhet eihas ot ¢

The Court has used Article 142, which allows it to do “complete justice”, in landmark
cases.

AT o HeJeda 142 13U fhaAT &, S 38 “qof 71 Hdet 31 AT ST 8, S
HAgcaquT ATAT |

This includes judgments on mob lynching, Babri Masjid, and irretrievable breakdown
of marriage.

sHH 13 gear, aedY Afdere, 3 farE #1 raRad gear s Ao anfaer &

While the Vice-President called Article 142 a nuclear missile, this criticism was seen
as too harsh and a criticism of the Constitution itself.

glellfeh SURTSEUTA 1 3eTeede 142 i AT FAWTS Sgl, T MTeiresTr Hideer iy Arelreren
& & F W TS|

Balance Between Peace and Justice

erifer 3R =T & i wegereT

The Supreme Court did not order the restoration of the Babri Masjid, likely to avoid a
religious conflict.

Fafod FATATerd o arad AfEerg iy AeATo=T 1 e AET e, e enfie wad & s=e
& fore|

Similarly, a decision against abrogation of Article 370 might have worsened the law
and order situation in Kashmir.
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g8 TG, 3R HEG 370 FI el & el A0 1T ST, A F#AR H Fiefar-sqawn
&1 Tl foers Ferdr 4|

o Chief Justice Sanjiv Khanna faced criticism for his interpretation of Article 370 and the
Court’s refusal to review the conversion of a State into a Union Territory.

HET AT Holla WeeT &1 3He]o8G 370 T 3eTehT SATEAT 3R Uah T # dhgenfia
Y&Rr H S olel &hl GaiTTelehcl hi HHNET o el o Tl TeiTeeT Siolell ST

Trust in the Judiciary

STt 9 faear
o Despite occasional exceptions, the Supreme Court has lived up to the trust of the
people.

&S HIAIGT I BISH, Hafed AT o STolcll o fIRERT U TRT 3 T HIFRAA AT |

e It has not used Article 142 or judicial activism as unguided missiles.
=Ty o Hefede 142 1 =aride Wiwaar 1 yaer e fam arer gt &1 ove =7l
fRar gl

e Many political leaders switch sides on judicial review depending on whether they are in
power or opposition.

&S TsTellicieh Al w1 qaRTdardet &l olehd 30e1 faa waT AT faget 7 o & 3R W
Seeld WA B

e The Supreme Court, as the guardian of the Constitution, remains a crucial pillar of
Indian democracy.

HIIUT & FETH F §T A Falod wA=ATerd, HRAT clichclT HI U Hgcd 0T TIo7 FaT g7
J

The Democracy Debate
CICTLER T L)

e The Opposition has the right to criticise the Vice-President, but it must recall that
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, on September 10, 1949, in the Constituent Assembly, made
similar remarks about the limits of judiciary.

fageT T IuRTSEUfa T HTATIAT et T ITUFR g, olfche] 3H ITG, IWT ARV foh Ifde
AT sig® of 10 e 1949 & Afaerst 3w & =araarferest &t A3 91 38T g $r
T ey AT

¢ Nehru stated that no judge or Supreme Court can act as a third chamber or override
the sovereign will of Parliament.

AG® o T AT T his off warameiier A1 G HIE AT TeT 6T ST el 3R 7 &1 HHG HY
Y FTBT o ST I Hehell &

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page25

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

a
www.patrioticias.in

o He warned that if courts became obstructive, the executive might appoint judges of its
liking to get favourable decisions.

3egiel Adrda & Y for Ife ~amramers Ste 3cea A &, d FIRYIfeT 379 A9dE
waraTetel Y fAgiFa o Fencll & difeh 319er gat & foota o1 @

o His daughter, as Prime Minister, implemented this by superseding judges twice.

3oTeh! ST, TUTTHAT & &9 H, & TR Tl $T IRESAT P ASIHETS Fleh 38 ol HY b |
e Even the collegium sometimes practices supersession citing diversity and merit.

Il deh o Fraforas off wafl-selt fafrerar 31k Fegar & a1 9 aisadr it 3981 Hiar |

e The main criticism of judicial review comes from the democratic angle, as unelected
judges are seen to quash laws made by elected governments.

AT GeTaeehel oh! Hol T37 ATl dlhdiiAT g ocehloT & glcll &, FiTeh I-faaifae
waraTeier AERa TXFRT GaRT ST AT FeAT T IEE F Tl ¢

o But the Constitution prevents such governments from becoming majoritarian.
oot AT U TRPRT T TEHEIHA Fofed A AehelT 81

e Similarly, Governors and Presidents cannot arbitrarily use discretionary powers to
assent to Bills.

=T e, ToguTer 3R Irseufa oiY fadepmeier At o1 AAAT &1 & 3UATT 6T HT Thd |

e Scholars largely support judicial review in matters of federalism, legislative
procedure, and fundamental rights.

faearet 3R oY wuare, faurh g, 3R #Alfers sftsart @ o3 AnTel 3 =R
qeTaese ol HAYT A

e Unlike the UK, India follows constitutional supremacy, not Parliamentary
supremacy.

foee & AUd, Ra & Tug Hr A1 afed U H Gafoaar g

e Even the Vice-President should not claim Parliament's supremacy over the
Constitution.

g1 ek Toh SWTSEUfar 1 8 TG Y FafeadT T aIaT sTal el AT |

Judiciary vs the Government

T IhT dTH IR R

e Generally, the Supreme Court supports government decisions and legislations.
A AR 01, Gfe FIE THRY fAoTat 3R Freget a1 Tl Far g |

e Striking down laws or decisions is a rare event.
oot IT fAUTIT T fAET T Teh GelsT HeaT |

e The court must speak out against misgovernance or it fails its constitutional duty.

3R 37eTelcl GRTHE o Wl TSl #El 3oTch df a8 3Uei Haefers foraer # fawer
g el
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o Claiming that the court is also making laws and hence Parliament should be shut is
unfair criticism.

IE gl foh TCTeld Hefel ST W61 & SHTU HHG P §¢ F ol AT, Teh eyfarey amaraan
gl

o Critics say the judiciary has become more executive-minded than the executive itself.
HTATEIeRT T hegall & foh FaraaTiohT ge FrMfaw @ 31w FrdTes-giEa arel 81 975 ¢ |

o Examples of support to the government include decisions on demonetisation, Rafale,
NRC, triple talag, and rejection of same-sex marriage.

Aead), e, TANMRHY, AT T, 31K FHeF A ) 3R == S ATFe &7
FATIUTTIeT o TR T GHAT fha|

e Major setbacks for the government were on electoral bonds, NJAC, and President’s
Rule in Arunachal Pradesh.

TIHR F FAFER d1e3, NJAC, 3R IF0omad ye2r & Tseafa st S AT & 937 gR
Slefell g2t

e The court's suggestion to the President to seek advisory opinion in certain cases
aims to avoid allegations of bias or arbitrariness.

HIE T Tg AT foh Aegaf & A H Fellg HiT, T&TITT AT FAAATA b IRIGT & STl
& fee gl

Need for Fair Criticism

IS AT AT Y TaTHdT

o Judges must be respected; they work under high pressure due to the poor judge-
population ratio.

waraTefielt Sl FEAT T TIET; I Fe FATATNR-STAHEAT AT & HRUT AT
garg H 1A L 2

e The current CJI has not delivered any significant ruling, but has tried to maintain
religious peace.

TAHATT HET FATATER o IS Ageaqur foia 78T 2T 8, Afehet 3egier enféfe anfer aemre

@ 1 hIfrer Hr

e No stay has been granted yet on Wagf (Amendment) Act, 2025.
FFE (FATeeT) FATATA, 2025 T 3137 doh PIS TAIA oTg1 19T AT ¢ |

o All three organs of the government must operate within their constitutional
boundaries.

TER & AT I T 379 T HATHT & R & 1A T AT
e A Governor refusing to sign valid Bills is violating his constitutional oath.

Teh TS9Te it 34 fAUgshl oY gEdieR el A SARR Al §, I8 Il HAToreh qqY T
oot T 8l
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e The Supreme Court in 1998 clarified that Article 142 powers are curative, not meant to
override substantive laws.

A FIE A 1998 H TUse ohaT AT o HeTeda 142 I ATFAAT STARTHF &, 3R I Al
FITAT 1 TeTee & for w181 1

e The judgment in Tamil Nadu’s case has strengthened democracy and prevented
Governors from becoming super-constitutional figures.

affreeTg amra 7 Aot & deas ) Forqe B 3 Tearat S gaR-wdunae ug oo
b |

e Justice Krishna lyer observed that legal powers must stay within reasonable limits.
FIATIHfE FOT HTAT o g AT T Fhefeit ATFAT h1 arforar Hemsit # o =gl

e The court's timelines in the Tamil Nadu case do not amend the Constitution but help
evaluate arbitrariness.

ATHTATS ATHC 7 FIE Y WHI-HATE AAUTH H Wl FET Hlchl, o HAAaATed Hr S
H Acg AT g

e Eventhe President's assent under Article 254(2) is not automatic; it is a
constitutional act, open to judicial review.

TgT e T3 AeTede 254(2) & ded gt i FgAfa i FaaTfard ¢l §; I8 T wdwfas
FeI ¢, S e walaw & 3iceTa A gl

e The Supreme Court too is not supreme in power; it must work within constitutional
boundaries.

Foter ¢ o walfea 81 &, 38 o gdenfors WAt 7 Wt 17 e @iige|
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World Bank lowers
India’s FY26 growth
forecast to 6.3%

In India, growth in FY24/25 disappointed because of slower growth

in private investment, public capex that didn’t meet govt. targets, it says

S Paper II: International
rganization

NEW DELHI

he World Bank on
T Wednesday lo-
wered India’s

growth forecast for the cur-
rent fiscal by 4 percentage
points to 6.3% amid global
economic weakness and
policy uncertainty.

In its previous estimate,
the World Bank had pro-
jected India’s growth at
6.7% for the fiscal year
2025-26.

In India, growth in
FY24/25 disappointed be-
cause of slower growth in
private investment and pu-
blic capital expenditures
that did not meet govern-
ment targets, the World
Bank said in its twice-year-
ly regional outlook.

“In India, growth is ex-
pected to slow from 6.5%
in FY24/25 to 6.3% as in

Ground reality: Benefits to private investment from regulatory
streamlining may be offset by global economic weakness. REUTERS

FY25/26 as the benefits to
private investment from
monetary easing and regu-
latory streamlining are ex-
pected to be offset by glo-
bal economic weakness
and policy uncertainty,”
said its South Asia Deve-
lopment Update, Taxing
Times. On Tuesday, the
IMF also lowered India’s

GDP forecast for the cur-
rent fiscal to 6.2% from its
January estimates of 6.5%.

The World Bank report
said the benefits to private
investment from monetary
easing and regulatory
streamlining are expected
to be offset by global eco-
nomic weakness and poli-
cy uncertainty.

I T TAFTH &I T ITATT T 6.3% FI |

World Bank
Lowers India’s
FY26 Growth
Forecast to
6.3%

feg d& A IR
I FY26 gefer T
T TTHTT TTHT
6.3% farar

The World Bank
on Wednesday
lowered India’s
growth forecast
for the fiscal year
2025-26 to 6.3%,
citing global
economic
weakness and
policy
uncertainty.

IR &1 fg &5
of afRg® nfd=w
HASAR 3T Afdera
AfAfaaar &1
garen & gU A a¥
2025-26 & faw

e Inits previous estimate, the World Bank had projected India’s growth at 6.7% for
FY2025-26.
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3=t e et A, fava d& o AT o 2025-26 & fov 7R 1 REF@ a1 6.7%

AT AT

e Growth in FY2024-25 was disappointing due to slower private investment and
public capital expenditure not meeting government targets, according to the World
Bank's regional outlook.

fareg 3% &1 &y RO & 37, e o 2024-25 A R & st @ F=ifs
farslY forarer e T87 3R WY Ol S0 ey T @ FE A Tl

o The South Asia Development Update, titled "Taxing Times", stated that India's
growth is expected to slow from 6.5% in FY24/25 to 6.3% in FY25/26.

A3y vfT gagAe 3rase, g s " fFwer ersea &, & &1 97 o IRa Y
AT & FY24/25 & 6.5% & "gEHT FY25/26 & 6.3% Ig=T oI 37HIE &

e The report stated that benefits to private investment from monetary easing and
regulatory streamlining will likely be offset by global economic weakness and
policy uncertainty.

Rate 71 wgr aram 6 A wgerar 3R foramses gurt & fsh fder wt et arer wmer 1
3RTw nfils Fael 3R HfAera sfAfRaaar carT FAAR FAT 31 THaT B |

e On Tuesday, the IMF also lowered India’s GDP forecast for the current fiscal year to
6.2%, down from its January estimate of 6.5%.

HITAAR T FARTSET T P (IMF) = 3 R hr Feraaret e af &y st ggfr v
AT AT F 6.5% F TTHT 6.2% A &

World Bank
faeg d=+

e The World Bank is a global financial institution that provides loans and grants to the
governments of low- and middle-income countries for the purpose of economic
development, poverty reduction, and infrastructure improvement.

feg dF v IRTs T gear & o et 3kt JAegw 3T arer At Hr TRt
1 3fdF F, T seqee 3R AT e F gUR S v Hor 3R e
Jere I &l

e |t operates as part of the larger World Bank Group, which includes five organizations,
two of which form the core of the World Bank:

I% e d% gag o1 fewan § fowe afe weree anfaer €, St @ ar dereeT
feg 4« @1 T s
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o International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD)
gafaator 3 few & faw saisda 4« (IBRD)
o International Development Association (IDA)

IRT™HT [P & (1DA)

The five development institutions that function under the World Bank Group are:

des S GHE & IdId I I ddl ard e gv e Aefafad 8

International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD)

gafaator 3R fF g FRTHT dF (IBRD)

It provides loans and financial services to middle-income and credit-worthy low-
income countries.

g AEAA-3T 3R HOT-HaTH Ae=1-3m arer 2t ol %or 3 e dame ger=
T B

International Development Association (IDA)

IHATET R §9 (1DA)

It offers interest-free loans and grants to the world's poorest countries.

Ig g & wad e el ) SAT-HFT HOT AR ITaNT YerT HT B
International Finance Corporation (IFC)

IRET e @I (IFC)

It promotes private sector development in developing countries by investing in private
enterprises.

Ig fawrafiar goif A fash & & e A ggrar &ar ¢ 3R fash 3gat & g
T B

Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency (MIGA)

Tguaiiy fader IRE TAHT (MIGA)

It provides political risk insurance and credit enhancement to investors and lenders.

Ig A9t 3R 3UREanit & Usefas @A AT 3K Hor ga8a vereT Sar
gl

International Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes (ICSID)

fraer e Aves § AT AT Fg (1CSID)

It facilitates the arbitration and settlement of investment disputes between international
investors and states.

g IS fdere 3R U=t & i faer Rael & Fegedar it A F
HEIdT LT gl
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Historical Background

e geesfa

e The World Bank was established in 1944 during the Bretton Woods Conference,
alongside the International Monetary Fund (IMF).

faeg d& T TUIAT 1944 A 9T FIHW FFAAA & SRIT HATSET el F9 (IMF)

& Gy & TS A

e lts first loan was made in 1947 to France for post-World War Il reconstruction.
SHHT Tgell KT 1947 H W1 FI &faciia favg ey & a1g & gaAfaaAor s fow
feam arar am

e Initially, it focused on rebuilding Europe, but over time, it shifted its focus to the
developing world, especially after the 1960s.

YBITA H Tg JUT F TAAAIT TR higid AT, Afched THAT & AT ST €T
fawraefter i 3 =em I, AW §9 & 1960 F 916

e By the 1970s, the Bank’s mission evolved to focus on poverty reduction, which
continues to be a central goal today.

1970 F &2 Th, Soh I 3G TN Ieoelel o1 91T, S 31T 871 SEh1 A&
& T EI T

Structure and Governance

=T AR e gomel

As of 2022, the World Bank is run by:
2022 T, fa%a S canT HeTelsl fehar STdT &

e 1 President
1 3regey
e 25 Executive Directors

25 FHR fAcers
e 29 Vice Presidents
29 3qregay

Membership:
HEEIdT:
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e IBRD: 189 member countries
IBRD: 189 W 9r
e IDA: 175 member countries

IDA: 175 UEET o

e Major voting power lies with countries such as the United States, Japan, China,
Germany, and the United Kingdom, based on financial contributions.

AT U AET ®9 A GYFd s IANFT, Ire, ey, st iR garses
fFarsa i@ <ol & arw g 8, S anfde Aremer v 3merRa gl &

Leadership Update

ddqcd IHUST

e The current President of the World Bank is Ajay Banga (since 2023), the first person
of Indian origin to head the institution.

faea d& & TATT FETET IS FIME (2023 W), ST SH HEAT HT Acfed HaA
I HRAT A & g Afad o |

e He succeeded David Malpass, and is known for his pro-climate development
approach, focusing on inclusive and sustainable growth.

3rglel 3 ATar F1 T foar 3R a5 STearg FAdS ey givesior ik
ARl T Faa ReEm W e Sfd wa & v e S g

Core Functions

qET F

Provides Loans and Grants to:

I Arfaf@d 3egedt & fav Hor 3R 3regeme vere e ¢

e Build roads, bridges, schools, and hospitals
e Improve education, health, agriculture, and sanitation
TRreTT, T, W, 3R FEesaT 7 gUR FE
¢ Invest in climate action, digital infrastructure, and social inclusion

Serary HRars, Bideer srauveen, ik g AT § Haer e

Promotes Development by:

g R$ Y Fe@rdr g
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Reducing poverty and inequality

T 3R AT FT FA W

Strengthening governance and institutions

AT 3 HEAT3HT AT AT b

Promoting private sector participation in infrastructure

gAY i & ol et it smefierdt 6t serar <o

TOPICS COVERED GS Paper I1l: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, 1IS)

1.

IMD Issues Heatwave Alert for Telangana Districts

e fal & frT ATt & o Y Aaraeit S

. Indian Astronomers Throw Light on Curious Case of

Missing Dark Matter in a Distant Galaxy
AT GINTNTETAT o Teh GIEY ATHRE A I §3 31
Hex i Tgegag Rufa ¥ g=rer sren

. Grounded Dhruv Helicopters Resume Flying in

Anantnag

STHTers fFT a7 ga gellsrcet o retdrerrr # 6T @ 337 o)

. Lipids Also Guide Evolution, Not Just DNA and Proteins

faera 1 dhae Avav T VAT § 7181, ARz off R
D

. Experts Seek ‘Right to Cool’ for Informal Sector Workers

IvafRa &9 & HfAs & v '3« F1 3R HiraAmwr

. Unity and Resolve: On the Pahalgam Terror Attack

ThdT 3T HFeT: YgNH HTaFHde! gHd W

. Responding to the terror attack in Pahalgam

oA # AT gH e &1 gfafhar
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8. Flash India PMI Expands on Record High Export Orders

Reprs 3= fAATT AT & FIOT Folor ST Nuwsns &
RTar
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IMD issues heatwave alert
for Telangana districts

|GS Paper lll: Heat Wave

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

Telangana continued to
reel under intense heat as
summer  temperatures
showed no sign of dipping.

On Tuesday, nine dis-
tricts in the State recorded
maximum temperatures of
44°C or higher, according
to data from the Telangana
State Development Plan-
ning Society (TGDPS).

The highest tempera-
ture was reported from
Dasturabad in Nirmal dis-
trict, where the mercury
touched 44.5 degrees Cel-
sius. Close on its heels
were Mavala in Adilabad
and Mendora in Nizama-
bad, both registering 44.4
degrees Celsius. Bheema-
ram in Mancherial saw
44.3 degrees Celsius, Ma-
hadevpur  Jayashankar
Bhupalpally recorded 44.2
degrees Celsius, and were
followed by Dharmapuri

Vendors have been hit hard by the rising temperatures. MOHD ARIF

(Jagtial), Bejjur (Kumuram
Bheem Asifabad), and An-
thergoan (Peddapalli) with
44.1 degrees Celsius. Gan-
gadhara in Karimnagar too
registered 44 degrees
Celsius.

Across the other 24 dis-
tricts too, temperatures
hovered above 41 degrees
Celsius.

Urban areas were not
spared either, as Hydera-

bad’s Amberpet recorded
41.6 degrees Celsius.

Amid the sweltering
conditions, the India Mete-
orological Department is-
sued heatwave and warm
night alerts for several dis-
tricts on Thursday, includ-
ing Adilabad, Kumaram
Bheem Asifabad, Manche-
rial, Nirmal, Nizamabad,
Jagtial, Medak, Kamareddy
and Mahabubnagar.

IMD Issues
Heatwave Alert
for Telangana
Districts

CEOIGIREGIED

foT ST a o

6 Adra+t ST
$r

Telangana
continued to
experience
intense heat as
summer
temperatures
remained
consistently high.
SolTTAT 7 ITHT Y
GIEGIEGIRGETIED
AISHFTIT dTIHATA
méﬁnmgm

gl

e On Tuesday, nine

districts recorded maximum temperatures of 44°C or higher, as per the Telangana
State Development Planning Society (TGDPS).

HITAAR T AT T FAFH Fret1 AEEE (TGDPS) o 3R At forall & Hferenas
aTIHT 44 it AfcTaw a1 399 3™F eoF Far |

e The highest temperature was reported in Dasturabad, Nirmal district, at 44.5°C.
foater foret & SquraTe 7 qod ¥ araArT 44.5 Bt dfewaw gor fovar ar|
e Mavala (Adilabad) and Mendora (Nizamabad) followed closely, recording 44.4°C.

Agen 3nfeemere) 3R #RT (FeTAER) 7 44.4 3 afewaw aras= gor fFar o
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Bheemaram (Mancherial) saw 44.3°C, and Mahadevpur (Jayashankar Bhupalpally)
recorded 44.2°C.

siare (FRAREe) # 44.3 B Afwaw, 3N ATRAR (STAE saTarTeed) H 44.2 f3aft
AfecTTT aTUATT g o I

e Dharmapuri (Jagtial), Bejjur (Kumuram Bheem Asifabad), and Anthergoan
(Peddapalli) recorded 44.1°C, while Gangadhara (Karimnagar) saw 44°C.

A (SraTforaTen), Sooy (FARS 3TAwTETE) 3R 3N (Igsraed) A 44.1 Bt
AT 3R TR (FHAAIR) 7 44 B Afcamw <o v o)
e Inthe remaining 24 districts, temperatures also hovered above 41°C.

T 24 et & off AT 41 2 afeaaw @ rfes 5o W@

e Urban areas were also affected; Amberpet (Hyderabad) recorded 41.6°C.

ergdY 4 OR # 3R ST, ¥eraTg % IHaaT A 41.6 RBaft dfewTw aroHeT g gan|

e Inresponse, the India Meteorological Department (IMD) issued heatwave and warm
night alerts on Thursday for multiple districts.

38 SfaTe A, R Atwer e fRsmr (IMD) ¥ IFaR & &3 fSell & fow of ik a9t wat
$ ddraet STRT I

o Districts under alert include Adilabad, Kumaram Bheem Asifabad, Mancherial,
Nirmal, Nizamabad, Jagtial, Medak, Kamareddy, and Mahabubnagar.

3ot foreit o forw araei STRY &1 18 8, 304 anfeemare, Farshe snfiwmae, #AfR,
foeter, famTaTaTe, SrerfaTe, As®, RSS!, 3 AR A &

Heatwaves
Heda (1 Hr Rafa)

e A heatwave is typically defined as a prolonged period of excessively hot weather, which may be
accompanied by high humidity. The specific criteria for what constitutes a heatwave can vary by region,
reflecting local climate norms.

Head T SHIR T ik T Hrew it oieft stafer % w9 § ufeafya foram sman 2, o st ereafires amdar (humidity) sft
T T B ST AT AIHEEST % STFA SHehT TIATT STeHT-ATT & Fohell 2

e The WMO defines a heatwave as a period of at least five consecutive days during which the daily
maximum temperature exceeds the average maximum temperature by 5°C (9°F) or more, based on a
30-year reference period.

WMO % srgem, 30 ot & sftea arawm & dox #, S forelt T o ermar 5 o o siferes o atferepam ofes amom 5°C
(9°F) =1 3u@ w1fere 2 8, 7 3§ diedd Fe S 2l

e The IPCC defines a heatwave as "a period of abnormally hot weather, often defined with reference to a
relative temperature threshold, lasting from two days to months."
IPCC % s1qem, fea g srafyr axdt 2 o sromara ®a & i Hew 2iar 8, S arowr Y awder wwr & waf § wfvf £ st
2 3R I8 &Y fam & oo g wEAT deh ot |kl Bl
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Regional Variations
gt forramd

e India: In the plains, a heatwave is declared when temperatures reach 40°C or more; in hilly regions, the
threshold is 30°C.
wE: At &t § st arawe 40°C ar suw sifies € S 7, 3R geret &et # 30°C < S 7, df dedd aifva oy S 2

e Sweden: A heatwave is identified when temperatures exceed 25°C for five consecutive days.
e S aaH erraR 5 A @@ 25°C @ 1l & @, a9 geda urt At 3

e United Kingdom: Criteria vary; e.g., London requires three days above 28°C, while the Scottish
Borders need 25°C.
gATgeE fehTem: WHdE STCTT-31aT 81 §; S o § evmar o & 28°C & s1firs ammm s 2, Safer wenitew sirde & 25°C &
freh 9w e 7T ST 2

Causes of Heatwaves
&% HROT

e High-Pressure Systems: Heatwaves often form when a high-pressure area in the upper atmosphere
strengthens and stays over a region for several days to weeks.
o9 TATE WUNTAal. ST IS I S T # Iour-qaTd & ASad Bl ¢ AR ol & 3 g oAl & godi aeh o1 Tl &, a9
FreaT i fufq st |1

e This system traps heat near the Earth's surface, causing sustained high temperatures.
I Tl TTHT ST et Y WdE & UTE Uek ol €, FEE SRR Io€ ATI9T 41 T8l 2

Impacts of Heatwaves
Human Health

e Heat Exhaustion and Heatstroke: Prolonged exposure to high temperatures can lead to heat exhaustion
and potentially fatal heatstroke.

e Exacerbation of Pre-existing Conditions: Individuals with cardiovascular, respiratory, or other chronic
illnesses are at increased risk during heatwaves.

Agriculture

e Crop Failures: Extreme heat can lead to reduced crop yields or total failures, impacting food security.
e Livestock Stress: High temperatures can cause heat stress in animals, affecting their health and
productivity.
Infrastructure
e Energy Demand: Increased use of air conditioning can strain power grids, leading to outages.
e Transportation: High temperatures can cause road surfaces to soften and railway tracks to buckle,
disrupting transportation.

Environment

e Wildfires: Heatwaves can dry out vegetation, increasing the risk of wildfires.
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e Water Shortages: Elevated temperatures can lead to increased evaporation rates, reducing water
availability.

Marine Heatwaves

e Definition: Marine heatwaves are prolonged periods of unusually warm sea surface temperatures in a
specific region.
e Causes: They can result from a combination of atmospheric and oceanographic processes, such as
reduced wind mixing and increased solar radiation.
e Impacts:
o Coral Bleaching: Elevated sea temperatures can cause corals to expel the symbiotic algae they
rely on, leading to bleaching and potential mortality.
o Disruption of Marine Ecosystems: Changes in temperature can affect species distribution,
breeding patterns, and food availability.
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Indian astronomers throw light on curious
case of missing dark matter in a distant galaxy

[GS Paper 1I: S&T

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Astronomers at the Indian
Institute of Astrophysics
(I1A) have found the reason
for the strange deficiency
of dark matter in the dis-
tant galaxy NGC 1052-DF2.
Dark matter is a critical
component of galaxy for-
mation.

According to the De-
partment of Science and
Technology, earlier models
have shown that the Ultra-
diffuse galaxy (UDG) NGC
1052-DF2 is deficient in
dark matter. which con-

flicts with the standard ga-
laxy formation and evolu-
tion models.

It said that previous stu-
dies of NGC 1052-DF2 pred-
ict a total ‘dynamical mass’
within the spatial extent of
the galaxy to be less than
340 million solar masses,
which is comparable to the
estimated mass of the stars
of 200 million solar mass-
es. “This surprising result
implies that within the ob-
served extent of the galaxy,
the mass is mostly com-
posed of primarily stars
that we are familiar with,
and that dark matter is sig-

A NASA file photo of galaxy
NGC 1052-DF2. REUTERS

nificantly less than expect-
ed as compared to spiral
galaxies like the Milky Way.
This contradicts the esta-
blished naradiem about

dark matter, which is need-
ed to explain hierarchical
structure formation in the
Universe,” the department
said.

New learnings

“We find that NGC 1052-
DF2 poses interesting
questions regarding the
formation of galaxies with
minimal dark matter con-
tent, the astrophysical pro-
cesses regulating the for-
mation of such galaxies, as
well as the potential nature
of dark matter itself,” said
astronomer K. Aditya,
whose research was pu-

blished in the journal As-
tronomy & Astrophysics.

To shed light on this
problem and to resolve the
discrepancies in the mass
estimation of NGC 1052-
DF2, Mr. Aditya construct-
ed models using the stellar
density as an input param-
eter and constrained the
parameters corresponding
to the dark matter halo.
“We find that mass models
with a “cuspy” (higher
density in the central re-
gions) dark matter halo are
comparable to models
with no dark matter,” he
said.

Indian Astronomers Throw Light on Curious Case of Missing
Dark Matter in a Distant Galaxy

AR GINCTRMTETAT 7 T gIEY AHRETN H A g5 36 AT A
EEIAT Fufa 9 gehrer srer

Astronomers from the Indian Institute of Astrophysics (ll1A) have
identified the cause of the unusual deficiency of dark matter in the
distant galaxy NGC 1052-DF2.

AT Gotter HIfT §E4T= (11A) & @enereniEaat 3 g¥ feua smemenren
NGC 1052-DF2 # 31 #eT Y 3rHTHT HHT FT HROT IdT T174T ¢

Dark matter is a critical component in the formation of galaxies.

STéh AT MRRETEN3IT o fAATOT 3 v Agea ol uew &

e According to the Department of Science and Technology, earlier models showed that
the Ultradiffuse galaxy (UDG) NGC 1052-DF2 is deficient in dark matter, which
contradicts standard models of galaxy formation.

faramer 3tk ST Rysmmer & 317, g & Alse o fewran & sreeifSwger smermerran
(UDG) NGC 1052-DF2 # 31% #eX 1 ®all g, 3 foh 31Teh2reim fATor & Aeie Avsar &

faTrememY 81

e Previous studies estimated the total dynamical mass of NGC 1052-DF2 to be less
than 340 million solar masses, close to the stellar mass of 200 million solar
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masses.

el 31eggel & NGC 1052-DF2 T el arfrefier gegamet 1 340 fAferasr ¥R geaaar &
FH 3R 200 fAfoga IR gegq@ & ARAT GSTATT & LT TATIT IrAT AT

This suggests that most of the galaxy's mass consists of ordinary stars, and dark
matter is significantly lower than expected, especially compared to spiral galaxies
like the Milky Way.

Y g Hehd TAIAT & T 3TTRTIRIT ahT 37TRIERILT ST AT WTUROT dRT ¥ &7 § 31} 3
e IrdaT & FTH FA §, WHHT Ao 3 A fier sramerremsit i Jore 7|

This result challenges the standard paradigm that dark matter is essential for
hierarchical structure formation in the Universe.

Ig IRUTH FeATs # Faaens [ F v st dex A smaeawar a AeF R
I el &ar |

New Learnings

TS SATTRTRAT

Astronomer K. Aditya stated that NGC 1052-DF2 raises important questions about
galaxy formation with minimal dark matter, related astrophysical processes, and
the true nature of dark matter.

GINIATEAT &, AT 7 gl foh NGC 1052-DF2 &H 3Tk HeT arell TR &
forator, weftra @ae silfas wfranat, 3k s/ Fex i aeafds ggfa W AgcaqoT v

3arar gl

To resolve the mass discrepancy, Aditya built models using stellar density as a
parameter and analyzed the dark matter halo characteristics.

SETHATA T FT oIS & fIT 3T o ARAIT Tefeq Y Teh WA & & H 3qA1T
I U Alsel IR R, 31K 31 Aex jalt & ot 1 faeeivor |

He found that mass models with a “cuspy” dark matter halo (denser in the center) are
comparable to models with no dark matter.

Jogial 9T o FoieT gea#e Atgell & "FHaA" 31 Hex oY (g H Taica 31f0®) garg,
4T 31k #ex arer Atgdl & FAF BT £

Dark Matter

3T AX

Visible matter does not have enough gravitational strength to hold galaxies together.
TR Yerd T STBIRAATISH &) U 1Y 3T & oY e TS eaTdyur 9 el gl 3|
Scientists believe that there is matter in the universe that does not interact with
electromagnetic radiation but has mass.

P! &1 A | T s B Tt uerd Aisig & 1 fagga gawta fafewor & ary wud =2t
AT Afh1 I FOTH Bl 5|
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e This matter is called dark matter.

39 U &) ST AR Hel IIal gl

Dark Energy

ST TSl

e We know that the universe has been expanding since the Big Bang. This expansion is
supported by a few evidences.
B O & b sieTie o1 faea R wfowan famm 9 & 91g 9 9R1 §1 39 fOaR &1 999 oo It 9
Bl &1

e The expansion of the universe, supported by observations such as the Redshift (decrease in
frequency or increase in wavelength) of light from distant galaxies and the cosmic microwave
background radiation, suggests that the universe has been expanding since the Big Bang.
Y SHIRAISH ¥ 3T arelt A= H YsfRive (3mafy & wot a1 v <o A gfg) ok wifrs
HTSHIAd IFAES ST S 3qalh 39 91 &1 IS R & b saiis &1 fawar wfswar faur
&1 91¢ IR 7

e We find a faint glow of radiation that fills the entire universe. It is called cosmic microwave
background radiation.
g saite # el U Hg fafdur aue fireidl 81 39 PP AgHIda IHUTSS ISTIA Hal
iG]

e ltis considered a remnant of intense heat that existed shortly after the Big Bang.
29 fom 8 & a1e 59 gu g o & SERY & FU H AT A

e Many scientists thought that expansion should slow down because of attractive forces
among galaxies, but to their surprise they found an accelerated rate of expansion.

B3 INAD! BT AT AT fb SMBTRATTSH & o STrdur gelf b HRUN IR 1 7ife eftedt 81 S
TMRT, Afp Sydoe EU I I U i fawR doft & 9¢ w1 8|

o Dark Energy is a term that explains this accelerated rate of expansion, but we do not
understand its nature as of now.
U dolt | fIRaR &1 99 & o ST TSl Xea 1 IUANT a1 &Il &, Afdh 59 ot a
T UPpTA Bl Tl THF U T

e Roughly 68% of the matter-energy in the universe is dark energy, 27% is dark matter, and

only about 5% is visible matter.
SIS B P UGI-FHott BT AT 68% ST TS, 27% STH Hex 3R Had 5% ol eXTATT
uerd gl
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Grounded Dhruv
helicopters resume
flying in Anantnag

|GS Paper IlI: S&T
Dinakar Peri

NEW DELHI

Underscoring the critical
shortage of helicopters
faced by the armed forces
since the grounding of the
entire fleet of indigenous
Advanced Light Helicopter
(ALH) following a crash in
January, these choppers
resumed flying in the
Anantnag area of Jammu
and Kashmir in the after-
math of the Pahalgam ter-
ror attack.

The ground comman-
der executing the opera-
tion has been given per-
mission by the Union
Defence Ministry to use
ALHs based on require-
ment, defence sources said
on Wednesday.

A Dhruv ALH-MKIII of
the Indian Coast Guard
crashed at Porbandar in
Gujarat on January 5, kill-
ing three personnel on-
board, including the two
pilots and one air crew div-
er. Following this, the en-
tire fleet of over 300 ALHs
with the three services and
Coast Guard were ground-
ed for safety checks, and
their flying was yet to res-
ume, significantly hamper-
ing operations.

After a crash in January, over
300 ALHs were grounded for
safety checks. FILE PHOTO

On the situation in Kash-
mir, defence sources said
125-130 terrorists were esti-
mated to be active, of
which almost 115-120 were
Pakistani nationals. The in-
tent of the attack appears
to have been to disrupt
normalcy and peace that
has settled in the region
since the abrogation of Ar-
ticle 370, one defence
source said.

Sources in the know
said that the lack of specific
intelligence was the biggest
lapse. They said there were
no security personnel in
around 10 locations near
the incident, and there was
a lack of electronic surveil-
lance in tourist areas.

significantly hampering operations.

Grounded Dhruv Helicopters
Resume Flying in Anantnag

SrHtereT frT arw ¢ gefisicet
eTdTeT H T & 381 0

e  There has been a critical shortage of
helicopters in the armed forces after the
grounding of the entire fleet of indigenous
Advanced Light Helicopters (ALH) following a
crash in January.

STeTadt 7 gUCAT & TG G2t 3ewel godb geirhIeey
(ALH) & qX 93 & STHTere gle & |eres aalt &
gelreett Y iy FaY &) IS oY

e  These helicopters have resumed flying in
the Anantnag area of Jammu and Kashmir in
the wake of the Pahalgam terror attack.

TGN ATeleh! HA & d1G JoT ollehie| of A+
3R FHR & T &1 7 T { 331 YE F Q)
gl

e The ground commander conducting the
operation has been given permission by the
Union Defence Ministry to use ALHs based on
requirement, according to defence sources.
GR&T AT & HTHR, HTIXLAT FT HTelel FI I
AT33 FHATST T T&TT HATAIT SIRT FA & HTHR
ALH & 39T &Y 31e7Afa & a1 B

. A Dhruv ALH-MKIII of the Indian Coast
Guard crashed in Porbandar, Gujarat, on
January 5, killing three personnel, including
two pilots and one air crew diver.

5 STeTal T ISR & IRAGT H HRCAT TeaTH
Tl T TF ¢ ALH-MKIII $her 8T aram o, Forest ar
qrrere AR U TR F seaR wiea e w At Hr
Al g a1$ |

. Following the crash, the entire fleet of over
300 ALHs with the three services and Coast
Guard was grounded for safety checks,
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gl & aTg et et 3 Tevat® g & 9 Alg 300 ¥ fAw ALH gelierieedt &1 qu
37 gt Sir" & fow srefieler e fam o, foed wererst 9 37 3@ 93|

Terrorist Presence in Kashmir

FeHR 7 amafEar i Alsgefht

e According to defence sources, an estimated 125-130 terrorists are currently active in
Kashmir, of which 115-120 are Pakistani nationals.

GR&T AT & AN, FIHR 7 918797 125-130 eiardr dfshd g, foiers & 115-120
qifEare! AR 81

e The motive behind the recent attack appears to be to disrupt the normalcy and peace
restored in the region since the abrogation of Article 370.

ETTCIT gH &1 3e8eT HTeda 370 F Feal & a8 419 A FgTel §§ Waed feufar ik enifey
I ST HIAT T gl ¢

Intelligence and Surveillance Lapses

girar 3R Rl & 9%

e Sources revealed that the biggest lapse was the lack of specific intelligence.
T & AR, T T2 Ioh ARISe GRAAT STy Y et 2|

e There were no security personnel deployed in around 10 locations near the site of the
incident, and there was also a lack of electronic surveillance in tourist areas.

T Tl & ITHUH FAG 10 TATAT 9T FI§ FI&T FHAT o781 & 3R qdes &3 7 gaacias
ety i oft FaAY 2|
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Study reports lipids also guide
evolution, not just DNA, proteins

Scientists’ understanding of lipids is limited to their role as a packing material, as things that hold proteins; they're often imagined to be arranged in

a homogenous layer made of round heads and long, flowy tails — readymade for proteins to just be dropped on: a recent study challenges this view

S Paper |Il: S&T

Somdatta Karak
HYDERABAD

ur bodies are made of cells.

Each cell is a soup of smaller

components, all working

together to execute the body’s
various functions. Perhaps the most
well-known of these components are
proteins - long chains of amino acids that
cells make with instructions from the
DNA. When the DNA changes, the cell is
able to make new proteins, sometimes
with new functions, and in this way
proteins are understood to be an integral
part of evolution.

But new research is finding that this
may also be a narrow view that misses
other ways in which we evolve.

“Lipids make up to 30% [of the dry
weight] of living cells. But people think of
them only as shells,” Sven Gould, an
evolutionary cell biologist at the Institute
for Molecular Evolution in Diisseldorf,
said.

Time for an updated view

Lipids are fat in cells. A textbook image of
the cell membrane (which is what Gould
meant by “shell”) shows proteins jostling
in a bed of lipids. Scientists know a lot
about these membrane proteins. About
25% of all human proteins are estimated
to be located in the membranes. They
carry out many functions: as receptors,
they bind to specific molecules outside
the cell; as channels, they allow specific
molecules to enter and leave the cell; and
as catalysts, they help speed up chemical
reactions.

On the other hand, scientists’
understanding of lipids is limited to their
role as a packing material, as things that
hold proteins. In fact, they’re often
imagined to be arranged in a homogenous
layer made of round heads and long,
flowy tails ~ readymade for proteins to
just be dropped on.

A study published recently in Nature
Communications from Swasti
Raychaudhuri’s lab at the CSIR-Centre for
Cellular and Molecular Biology,
Hyderabad, challenges this view.

The RCI complex

The team’s study focused on a group of
membrane proteins called respiratory
complex 1 (RCI). RCI and other similar
complexes are essential for cells to
produce energy when the body breathes
oxygen. They are found in the
mitochondrial inner membranes of all
eukaryotic cells that require oxygen to
respire — including ours.

RC1is the largest of these respiratory
complexes. In humans, it is an
obtuse-angled complex made of 44
proteins in humans. Some of the proteins
are made in the cell’s cytoplasm and
some inside the mitochondria. They find
their way to the mitochondrial inner
membrane to form the complex.

To study RCI, the scientists divided it
into three parts: one that faces the inside
of the mitochondria and catalyses
reactions for energy production during
respiration; one that moves through the
lipid-rich mitochondrial inner membrane
and acts as a canal for hydrogen ions; and

New findings: An image of cell membrane shows proteins jostling in a bed of lipids. Thisis a

representative illustration created with Al.

one that extends into the space between
the inner and outer mitochondrial
membranes and whose exact roles are
not yet understood.

Since RC1 is essential for respiration in
living cells, mutations in it are expected to
cause diseases. When looking for known
RCI mutations associated with diseases,
the research team found something
unexpected in the inter-membrane RC1
part: half of the mutations were in regions
that interact with lipids in the
mitochondrial membranes.

Upon investigating further, the
researchers found that the
inter-membrane parts of RCI as well as
lipids in the membranes are not the same
in all life forms. Plants and animals have
different versions. Using precise
biochemical techniques, the researchers
examined the lipid variety in cells and
found that plant lipids have a kinkier
structure than their animal counterparts.
They attributed this to plant lipids being
rich in polyunsaturated fatty acids.

Using computational models, the team
then compared the affinities between
inter-membrane proteins of human and

plant RC1s and a human and plant lipid
called cardiolipin. It is the most
prominent lipid found in the
mitochondrial membranes.

They found that the proteins in human
cells preferred human lipids over plant
lipids, and vice versa. Similarly, in
cultured cells, when team members
inserted a part of plant RC1 that faces the
lipids in the membranes into human
mitochondrial membranes, they found
that the complex disintegrated. In other
words, the RCI complex needs cardiolipin
from organisms of the same kingdom for
it to maintain its physical integrity. The
team concluded that certain details in the
structures and composition of lipids
decide which proteins can exist with
them.

Going a step further, the researchers
have suggested that membrane lipids
have evolved over time to suit the survival
needs of different organisms.

The kinkier tails of plant lipids offer
greater structural flexibility in the
membranes. This could have been
because plant-like organisms have faced
variegated environmental stresses

The study also opens up the
possibility of understanding
human health better. Drugs like
statins are commonly used to
control cholesterol — another
prominent lipid — in cells

through history, like drought, heat, and
salinity, and benefit from having
structurally flexible lipids.

Importantly, the proteins would then
have had to co-evolve with the lipids to
function correctly.

Need for new tools

In fact the new study may be the first to
support the idea of lipid-protein
co-evolution in mitochondrial
membranes. Of course, it also holds up
previous research that has demonstrated
how lipids and proteins cross-talk in other
membranes inside cells.

“Most labs study the roles of DNA,
RNA, and proteins in evolution because a
large community has grown around it,”
Gould said. “However, evolution happens
through all kinds of molecules that make
up living cells and we need to study
them.”

Not just in evolution: the study also
opens up the possibility of understanding
human health better. Drugs like statins
are commonly used to control cholesterol
— another prominent lipid — in cells. As
scientists develop a fuller understanding
of the roles lipids essay, they may assess
and optimise the long-term use of
substances like statins. The role of lipids
in controlling the entry of pathogens into
cells also demands attention.

However, these studies also require
more sophisticated biological tools that
don’t yet exist. Lipids are more complex
molecules than proteins. While proteins
are well-understood polymers consisting
of 20 amino acids arranged in different
ways, lipids are made of fatty acids that
vary in length and chemical composition
both. Their composition in particular is
only partly controlled by an individual’s
genes; the rest is influenced by diet and
other environmental factors. Existing
tools to study lipids also fall short when
accounting for these complexities.

“It is extremely difficult to reconstitute
lipids in labs. And membrane proteins are
the toughest. But computational methods
have developed faster than the
biochemical tools,” Gould added. “Will
these inspire more scientists to take up
lipid biochemistry? That remains to be
seen.”

It’s nevertheless clear that textbook
images and the scientific imagination both
need to change their attitudes towards
membrane lipids. LDL, HDL,
triglycerides, and cholesterol are already
part of our daily consciousness. Studying
these and other lipids further can thus
help improve medical care as well as
enhance our view of evolution. It's a
win-win.

(Somdatta Karak, PhD heads science
communication and public outreach at the
CSIR-Centre for Cellular and Molecular
Biology, Hyderabad.)
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Lipids Also Guide Evolution, Not Just DNA and Proteins
fara Y Faar Avav 3T N & 7, AT oft AERT Fa §

Conventional View of Lipids

faRizd # TRYRe RO

e Scientists have typically understood lipids as just packing material — structures that
simply hold proteins.

danfaret & IMHAR W fAREw 1 Fao HFer aerh & w9 7 car § — ot F Ndea
ITA TGt T H1H A S|

e They are often imagined as a homogenous layer with round heads and long, flowy
tails, made ready for proteins to settle on.

37t e e FAT 3R et Fgrel qot arel THuHATT W & &9 H WM A1 §, S Néeq
& Yoot & fov AR gl B

e A new study challenges this view, showing lipids have a more active role in evolution.

Teh 13T 3EYAT 38 RO A oAt &ar §, 3R f@rar ¢ & fofvgw o1 e § sfts
AR ARSI 1T B

Role of Proteins and DNA in Cells
FIAFT3T 7 Wl 3R Sroare @ syfAar

e Cells contain proteins which are made using instructions from DNA.
FIfRAFTHT 7 T g1 §, ST Arware F A Saarlt 3 3R 9T T ¢

e When DNA mutates, it can produce new proteins with new functions — a known
process in evolution.

9 AT H IEeld 8IdT &, dl I8 AT FRT aTel NETH §o77 bl & — S AFT Y v A9
afhar g

Need for a New Perspective on Lipids

fafsa 9T 7w givehior Fr sraegar

e Lipids make up about 30% of the dry weight of cells, yet are often considered just as
outer shells.

forRrsw HIRIFT3MT & F@ AR FT AT 30% BEAT 8 8, T oY 3¢ et aredt @er

TAST ST g
¢ However, about 25% of human proteins are located in membranes, performing critical
roles such as receptors, channels, and catalysts.
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gTelifeh, ST 25% AT T Brfeeal & ffya aia § 31k 3 R, Ao, 3k 3wt
& T 7 AgcaqoT F FA B |

New Findings from CSIR-CCMB Study
HTFIMEHR-WHTHE 3reqTaT ¥ 1S @it

e A study from Swasti Raychaudhuri’s lab at the CSIR-Centre for Cellular and
Molecular Biology, Hyderabad challenges the traditional view of lipids.

veraTe ferd HTHmSIHR-Aer U3 Affoager aalers e Ht Taedr Taated Hir
TRTRITET &7 T e+ fafsw T IRaRe arRon Y geldt &ar

Focus on Respiratory Complex 1 (RC1)
IR FiFcasd® 1 (RC1) X €41 Higd

e The team studied RC1, a group of membrane proteins essential for cellular
respiration in eukaryotic cells.

58 & & RC1 1 3egg+T foham, St aghRatfes FifAFat & aua & faw smaeas
fEreeh Wiéew #1 woE &

e RC1isthe largest respiratory complex in humans and consists of 44 proteins.
RC1 #e[sal # Fa@ 937 WM Fircaay ¢ 3R 587 44 NET g B

e These proteins are formed in the cytoplasm and mitochondria, and then assemble in
the mitochondrial inner membrane.

I YIS ATSEICATSH 3R ATSSIRI3AT H Fo1d & 3R T AGSIPIesTe 5T AFdaT &
gHCS I B

e RC1 was divided into three parts:
RC1 ! dieT HTel H STCT 1T
e —One catalyzes energy-producing reactions inside the mitochondria.
— Uh TR ATEEhITegaT F 3T FolT 3cUeed I aTall TTATHATT ScART FAT ¢
e —0One acts as a canal for hydrogen ions through the membrane.
— U REaT grsgiare 3mgat & AT Bred & ATeaw ¥ JAgT I g FT FaT 8l
e — One extends into the inter-membrane space, whose function is not fully known.

— e fgear el 3R aredt el & dr & et A e e &, orae w1 anh g avE
AT AG & |

RC1 Mutations and Lipid Interaction

RC1 #geere 3R fafsw Y aradia
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e When searching for disease-linked mutations in RC1, researchers found that about
half were in areas that interact with lipids.

ST QMerhcli3il o RC1 F SRt & St =geeret & @iet b, a 912 fa orarster e frewr
sy & gusd F3 arer a3 & 47|

e They discovered that RC1 structures and lipid types vary across species — plants and
animals have different versions.

3ogiel g foh RC1 1 §XEAU 3R ffsH & YR Sonfadr 3 31eeT-37ceT gid & — ulet
3 SATeTERY H 31T FERIOT ITT ST & |

e Plant lipids were found to have kinkier structures due to the presence of
polyunsaturated fatty acids.

ﬂﬁ#ﬁﬁgﬁaﬁmgﬁﬁﬁaﬁm@mﬁ,ﬁﬁ:ﬁzﬁaﬂa}%ﬁr&%*w
gl

e Computational models showed that RC1 proteins from humans prefer human lipids,
and plant proteins prefer plant lipids.

HOYLAAS AlSeq U Tl ToTl & ATd RC1 NET ATra fafga 1 31k dier & wiéler et
¥ faftsw =1 woig =

e When a plant RC1 segment was inserted into human mitochondria, the RC1
complex broke apart.

ST 9l T RC1 @3 AT ATSNHIT=34T H STl 31T, ol RC1 HIFCaFH g 4T

e This shows that RC1 requires cardiolipin from the same kingdom to maintain
structural integrity.

SHY IdT ToAdT ¢ foh RC1 FY 39l XTATcHS JW@SAT IATC 1@ & fow 3¢y sfig-sera &
FIFSNTANT F¥ 3raegar gt &1

Conclusion

fasay

¢ The study concludes that lipid structure and composition determine which proteins
can exist with them, highlighting their role in evolution.

e 1 sy § for forfis &t avaen 3k waesr a8 uifa w3 & & #la @ 0da
3% WY Al[E @ Tl 8, [HH 37T R & ATt Foe gian gl

Membrane Lipids and Evolutionary Adaptation

fPreet a@ 3 ReraTeAs seTmas

e Going a step further, the researchers suggested that membrane lipids have evolved
over time to support the survival needs of different organisms.

Teh e T 56 g, Qmﬁﬁ@ﬁ%m%@ﬁhmma?mmg’é%
drier fafdiesr Sat r Hfda @ i smaegwansit 1 g far s e+
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o The kinkier tails of plant lipids offer greater structural flexibility in membranes.
gt & q@mat Fr -7 & Ricerat 7 31U wRaaeas afiarde JereT S 8

e This may be because plant-like organisms have historically faced environmental
stresses like drought, heat, and salinity.

I GHAd: SATIT ¢ Fife diul i St &t sfaera 7 g, e 3ix sqorar s
TATaollT qATa ST ATHAT T 9T B

o Such flexibility might help them survive, and hence flexible lipids became
advantageous.

VT STAeldT 3oTeh SHTAd I8t H FAGG < Tohell &, SHTIT rdTel THT ATHHRT def ITT|

o Importantly, proteins would also have had to co-evolve with lipids to maintain proper
function.

FECIYUT &9 &, N1 & o q@msit & 7 #g-RewfAa glar usr a1t 3 8% & 1 F TF |

Need for New Tools

TT 3YHIUIT T 3TIRISHdT

e This study may be the first to support lipid-protein co-evolution in mitochondrial
membranes.

g YA ATGeIhiTesad RAfeadl 7 qar-Né Tg-Rer &1 GHIA FeT dTell IgaT
T g1 HehT ¢

o It also supports previous findings on lipid-protein cross-talk in other cell membranes.
Ig 317 AT BAicerdl # g8T AR NET F IREIRTF Fa1G § ST Igel T @it 1 off
AT ST &

e Most labs still focus on DNA, RNA, and proteins due to the large research community
around them.

31freRTer TATeTRITTT 373 8fY AvaAT, IRTAT I NAAT IR &areT it & F1F 37 IRT 3R
Teh 957 2N FAC B
o However, evolution involves all molecules that make up living cells.

grenifen, famrar 4 weft 3oy enfier g1 & S shfae FfArmai &1 AT a8

Lipid Studies and Human Health
T EII 3R AT T

e The study also opens up new ways to understand human health better.

TG YT AT FTARLT HY 95cR HSA & AT TES 3 Wrerar &

e Statins, which are drugs to control cholesterol, may be reassessed for long-term use
based on new lipid knowledge.

e, S FYreeera [T et HI GdIU §, 3o¢ arudhIfers 3YANT & ToIT AT 4T ATA &
TR 9R SIaRT 9T ST HehTl &
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o Lipids also influence how pathogens enter cells, highlighting another medical relevance.

a1 Ig o AT Y € o Qererars I3 7 @ yaer axa g, 3 ueh 3R Rifssear
Hecd T gRTar &

Complexity of Lipids and Technological Gaps
qETHT Y SAfeear 3T awAP R

o Lipids are more complex than proteins, making them harder to study.
& Wt A Jerotr 7 3rflrw Ffer ghar €, TSaQ 3eTet 36T T HideT g1 S &l

e Proteins are made from 20 amino acids, but lipids vary in length and chemical
composition.

QT 20 HHAY IFal J §o7d &, STdTh AT da18 3R TS TG 7 T g1 £

e Only part of a lipid’s composition is genetically controlled; the rest depends on diet
and environment.

T Y TAT T Shaol Ueh AT AMTfafas &0 @ fafa g 8; srehr 3mer 3 gafaor
W AR Far g

o Current lab tools are insufficient to handle lipid complexities.
FAATA TATRATAT STHIT TAT T ST AT sl THTTT H T&TH Tel g |

e« Computational methods have advanced faster than biochemical tools.

TorATeH ROt Sta-Trarafae Suoi i Jerelt 7 sl § R g5 &

Changing Perspectives on Lipids
g3t & wfer gfeior & aeema

e There is a need to change textbook images and the scientific imagination about
membrane lipids.

e gt & R A ureaqEaw! A oA R AfAF Fedar v aecre B aeghdr
gl

e Terms like LDL, HDL, triglycerides, and cholesterol are already part of public

awareness.
TAEIUS, TASIU, T3 T auRIEsd 3R R S 2 Ugel A &1 STol-SIRTRehdT & feedm
gl

e Studying lipids can improve medical care and expand our understanding of
evolution.
13T T 3TeATeT RAfRcaT S@HTer A GUR T TehdT & 3R Tahr At gaATd warst 1 ver
HhdT &l

e It's awin-win for both health and science.

Ig Fareey 3R A gt & o sl & |
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e Lipids are a diverse group of hydrophobic or amphipathic organic compounds, including
fats, oils, waxes, phospholipids, and steroids.

ffsw ve fAfdy ag & sgwifes a1 vrhiRs sefas difFaa & S T,
aw, 35w, wrenfafed 3t wrasy afae g

e They are insoluble in water but soluble in non-polar solvents like chloroform and ether.
A5 & el gl § At FaRwled R $ux o -y Rt #
gaaefier gl &

e Lipids are essential for energy storage, cell membrane structure, and signaling.

Oz FaT ERT, FIRNFT e H T, IR THT I FIA S o0 IGTH
gid gl

Classification of Lipids

fafRsw &1 geifetor

Simple Lipids

e s

e Esters of fatty acids with various alcohols.
affe sreaglew & T $ér vga s X gid g

e Examples: Triglycerides (fats and oils), waxes.

IETEVT: TE T aAIEsH (34T 3R da), dad|

Compound Lipids

s fafea

e Esters of fatty acids containing additional groups like phosphate, nitrogenous bases, or
carbohydrates.

FA wRigE & TR d § ST wiedhe, ASESegFd 4R, A1 Flefeeied o
sfaRera @ & gl

e Examples: Phospholipids, glycolipids, lipoproteins.

3ETEIVT: BIERITAEH, IaTgaifa gy, agudded|

Derived Lipids
Oﬂocqm ﬁﬁsﬁ'
e Substances derived from simple and compound lipids by hydrolysis.

wa IR A ey @ et s Frega & grcg Jifw)

e Examples: Fatty acids, glycerol, steroids (e.g., cholesterol), fat-soluble vitamins (A, D, E, K).
3TeoT: Y vfligw, Foarerier, RISy (S8 Fiawela), 381 7 geerdlar Rafaew (a,
D, E, K)|
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Climate experts have proposed urgent measures,
including paid heat leave. THULASI KAKKAT

Experts seek
‘right to cool’
forinformal
sector workers

[GS Paper II: S&T |
Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Climate experts have proposed urgent
measures, including paid heat leave, free
water ATMs at labour hubs and legal
recognition for the ‘right to cool’, to
protect India’s informal workforce during
the extreme summer months.

More than 80% of Delhi’s workers,
including street vendors, construction
labourers and ragpickers, face severe
health risks and income loss due to
extreme heat. The women among them
are disproportionately affected, the
experts said. Amruta, a campaigner at
Greenpeace India, highlighted that heat
waves were no longer just weather events
but disasters for those without shelter,
water or rest spaces.

A 2024 report found that 61% of
street vendors lost more than
40% of their daily income during
extreme heat while 75% lacked
access to cooling infrastructure
near workplaces

Address
Email Id

Website

A Greenpeace India report last year
found that 61% of street vendors lost more
than 40% of their daily income during
extreme heat while 75% lacked access to
cooling infrastructure near workplaces.

Hisham Mundol, chief advisor at
Environmental Defense Fund - India, said
informal workers bore the brunt of heat
waves and rising cases of dehydration,
heatstroke and chronic illnesses such as
kidney damage underscored the urgent
need for intervention.

The India Meteorological Department
(IMD) has predicted above-normal
maximum temperatures for large parts of
northwest, central, and eastern India
between April and June. In its seasonal
outlook, the IMD warned that the number
of heatwave days this summer might be
significantly higher than usual, especially
over Rajasthan, Gujarat, Punjab, Haryana,
Delhi, Uttar Pradesh and western Madhya
Pradesh.

With 82% of working women in India
engaged in informal labour,
gender-responsive urban planning is
critical.

Mr. Mundol said urban planning
needed to be improved universally but it
was also true that the circumstances of
women impacted them uniquely. “Better
facilities for all such as shelters, drinking
water and other public facilities are
needed and sensitive thought has to be
applied to make sure they are equally
accessible and welcoming for women,” he
said.

While the India Cooling Action Plan
(2019) acknowledged cooling as a
developmental need, the experts said it
fell short in ensuring equitable access.

“Cooling disparities must be addressed
as a basic right. A ‘right to cool’ under
Article 21 would mandate shaded bus
stops, cooling shelters, and thermal
comfort for all,” Ms. Amruta said.

Mr. Mundol laid stress on the need for
city-level heat action plans with
enforceable measures — non-negotiable
paid time off, water stations and cooling
shelters on red-alert days.

The experts proposed several
immediate solutions to mitigate the
impact of extreme heat on vulnerable
populations. These include installing
shaded canopies made of heat-reflective
materials in high-traffic areas, setting up
free water ATMs near labour hubs to
ensure hydration, and deploying mobile
cooling stations equipped with fans and
basic first-aid facilities.

Experts Seek ‘Right to Cool’ for
Informal Sector Workers

IvyafRa &9 & sifAwl & fav '3«
T TSR T AT

Climate experts have proposed
urgent measures such as paid heat
leave, free water ATMs at labour
hubs, and legal recognition for the
‘right to cool’ to protect India’s
informal workforce during extreme
summer months.

Srerary faeral 3 o & srvafea
AT @1 arfeat i sfwor aRkfeufaat @
TaT % AT werew arHt sraprer, sfAF
Fal T AW arex vl i 5w #
SR At FIeeA ATear SHHT dewrer
3Tt Y fAwTier A 2

o More than 80% of Delhi’s workers,
including street vendors, construction labourers,
and ragpickers, face severe health risks and
income loss due to extreme heat.

feeelt & 80% @ rftreh siffeh, fSi=7a7 peurer fagh,

AT A, 3 FA s arer A &, 1 siwor AT & FHRoT T T

@ 3R 3T & PRIae 1 ATHAT FAT ISTT 8
o Women workers are disproportionately affected, experts said.
Tt F sarar o AT 4@ W 3rwaAsT T 93 gsarg|

e Amruta from Greenpeace India said heatwaves are no longer just weather events, but
disasters for those lacking shelter, water, or rest spaces.

fterdier 131 1 31T A e T dedq 31 hael AlwH FY gew F7E €, dioh ST g g
3TH, TTeA, T 3RTA Y G 781 &, 3eTeh [T A HIIGTT Fof T B |
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e A Greenpeace India report found that 61% of street vendors lost more than 40% of
their daily income during extreme heat, and 75% lacked access to cooling
infrastructure.

fterdier S At RO¥E 7 ara a1 o 619 Feary fswansit o sfwor areff & et e
afreh 3 &1 40% F 3T8F G 7T, 3R 75% & I S i Frawmsit H gga AT oA

e Hisham Mundol of Environmental Defense Fund - India said informal workers suffer
the most from heatwaves, facing rising cases of dehydration, heatstroke, and chronic
illnesses like kidney damage.

TAArAC 3% 63 - 3131 & Ry FHeker 7 e % avafa 4faw fedg @ wed
& genfad g1 &, 3R 37¢ Besgue, flewes, 3R ¢ & fiardt S et et
GTHT AT ISaT &

e The India Meteorological Department (IMD) predicted above-normal maximum
temperatures over northwest, central, and eastern India from April to June.

HRAT Aeer fasmr (IMD) & ke & S[aT ofeh 3eR-af¥erer, wrewy, 3R gt R & e &
IHTOF HTAFAH ATIATT T HTasIarof 6 g

e The IMD warned of a significant rise in the number of heatwave days, especially in
Rajasthan, Gujarat, Punjab, Haryana, Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, and western Madhya
Pradesh.

IMD & darastt & § for 50 IR dieda Rt it §&ar 7 F16Y gefir g Hecll &, WA
TSTEYTe, IR, Yoite, §RATOm, fareelt, 3w weer, 3K aftersh e gaer |

o With 82% of working women in India in informal labour, gender-responsive urban
planning becomes critical.

mﬁsz%mmmmﬁmgé%, gt ot T @ IeRert aEd
AYSTAT T AT HEAYOr ST a1 g |
e Mr. Mundol emphasized improving urban planning with a focus on better facilities like

shelters, drinking water, and public services, especially to make them accessible
and safe for women.

A FHEXT o T o g ArSrar F 3, 9gerd, 3R WrEASTfAF FATC SiE Jgaw gt w
CT AT ST 8, WA 3¢ Afgenait & forw gefdra 3k gerer aerem anfgu|

e The India Cooling Action Plan (2019) recognized cooling as a developmental need,
but failed to ensure equitable access, experts said.

mﬁmmw@omﬁﬁaﬁﬁmﬁmmmﬂﬁmmq@
iafRad F3a # 3rather 8T, faRAvHAT o e |
e Cooling disparities must be addressed as a basic right, and the ‘right to cool’ under

Article 21 should mandate shaded bus stops, cooling shelters, and thermal
comfort, said Amruta.

37T =1 gl oh S5 Y HWATAAT b e HTUFR & T H AT §U, He[oog 21 F T8t
'$5%F FT HAFR A ST TH T, S5F T AT, 3R Y HRIH T AR Hlar
IR
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e Mr. Mundol called for city-level heat action plans with enforceable measures like
paid time off, water stations, and cooling shelters on red-alert days.

A FHENT o AT FTAT W AT VIR CaATeT T AT Y, [STHH A9] AT ST Tt ATl STEYTE
S T e HTHIT, ST &g, 3R S3F qTel HAHT I3 Herd et & G 1 S|
e The experts proposed immediate solutions such as heat-reflective shaded canopies

in high-traffic areas, free water ATMs near labour hubs, and mobile cooling
stations with fans and first-aid.

fareI=it o1 sfigemTs arer a¥H 77 fie-RwrdifFea orER salar, 4f@w F61 & o qva aieX
vded, 3R @ AR yrafas Rfrcar & goa Alage g weae S doebrer gaTee
T
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GS Paper Ill: S&T

Answers t&pr%ﬂ quiz:

1. Set of all points with the same
gradient - Ans: Isocline

2. Points at the same pressure or
nuclei with the same mass
number - Ans: Isobar

3. DNA parts with comparable
fraction of guanine to cytosine -
Ans: Isochore

4, Places receiving water at the
same rate (not quantity - Ans:
Isochrone

5. Set of all processes with same
chain of events - Ans: Isocausal
Visual: Cosmic microwave
background

First contact: K.N. Viswanathan |
Sheney Muraly | Tamal Biswas |
Anmol Agrawal | Amit Yadav

TSAYHIT gl ST &

Answers to April 22 Quiz
22 3rder Y gl & 3T

A set of all points with the same gradient is
called an Isocline.

AT Foltel arer Wit fAgat 1 wagg smslFaTseT
HEATT g

e Points at the same pressure or nuclei with the same
mass number are referred to as Isobars.

AT g1d W Rua g a1 WA geaaATe §&am aret anfdes i
HTSAER Fel ST &

o DNA parts with a comparable fraction of guanine to
cytosine are known as Isochores.

AT F F 1T, TorTe Tarfare 3R wrg e 1 Sreqarer AT
BIT &, 35 HTEHN FHT A1l ¢ |

o Places receiving water at the same rate (not quantity)
are described as Isochrone.

q TAT Y GATT T @ I+ ITod F7a & (A7 A8, 3o

e Aset of all processes with the same chain of events is termed as Isocausal.

AT TEATT Y AEa are Wit Gfmanait 1 qoqg MgWFIoTe Heollal |

e Visual: Cosmic Microwave Background

RT: FICAF AZHIAT JSSHA
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Unity and resolve

|G Paper ]

India must remain firm and focused in
the face of terror

tourists, in Pahalgam, Kashmir, by Isla-

mist terrorists has jolted the conscience
of the nation and the world. It is a tragic reminder
of the constant threat of terrorism, which strikes
without warning at innocent civilians. The mind-
numbing reports of the attackers identifying vic-
tims by religion before executing them at close
range mark a new low in the history of Pakistan-
sponsored terrorism. Home Minister Amit Shah,
who visited the attack site, asserted that “Bharat
won’t bend to terrorism,” while Prime Minister
Narendra Modi curtailed his visit to Saudi Arabia
to return to New Delhi. India must speak in one
voice in this period of national calamity. It is im-
perative to avoid internal divisions that could
threaten social cohesion. The unity of the Indian
people is the most potent antidote to terror insti-
gated from across the border. Amid the horror, a
local Muslim man tried to shield the tourists but
lost his own life in the process. Widespread prot-
ests across Kashmir following the incident also
signalled a rejection of such violence by ordinary
citizens. The victims hailed from all parts of In-
dia, reflecting the diversity of those who were
drawn to Kashmir as it re-emerged as a favoured
tourist destination. The attack has disrupted not
just lives, but also livelihoods in a region econom-
ically dependent on tourism.

New Delhi’s response must address the people
of Kashmir, the broader Indian public, Pakistan,
and the international community. Since 2019, In-
dia has followed a new policy approach in Kash-
mir, strengthening infrastructure and connectivi-
ty to integrate the region more closely with the
rest of the country. Yet, the broader global envi-
ronment has grown more volatile, with internal
instability and international conflicts on the rise.
India’s strategy must be guided by realism
grounded in national interest and devoid of emp-
ty rhetoric as it seeks to isolate Pakistan, whose
export of terrorism is predicated on the two-na-
tion theory and Hindu-Muslim hostility. The na-
tional resolve must be firm and focused in the face
of terror as the government does everything pos-
sible to swiftly bring the perpetrators to justice.

T he massacre of 26 people, most of them

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Unity and Resolve: On the Pahalgam
Terror Attack

TehdT 3T FHed: TgH ATdHhdler gHe
1y

India must remain firm and focused in the
face of terror

HTF F WHAN HR F1 g IR FRea gam o

e The massacre of 26 people, most of them tourists, in
Pahalgam, Kashmir, by Islamist terrorists, has shocked
the conscience of the nation and the world.

FUHR & IFINH I FEATHY ATAhaTedl GarT fhT 1T 26
AN Y g, ToH=TH Jferehier gdes 9, 7 er 3R gfaar &
3T i SThsiR AT &

o It is a tragic reminder of the constant threat of terrorism,
which strikes innocent civilians without warning.

IE HTAHATE F AR Gax HT U6 guE A e g, S
forgfy AT 9 f9=T AT gHeT HIaT

» Reports say the attackers identified victims by religion
before executing them at close range, marking a new low in
Pakistan-sponsored terrorism.

Ratel & 31TaR, gHemaRt o NSl & et & R 9T vgereT
T 3o¢ forehe @ el AR &, S wifrearer wraifora smdsarg

T Teh 1T ToidT T &2iiar &

« Home Minister Amit Shah visited the site and declared
that "Bharat won’t bend to terrorism."

AT AT AE =1 TeTed FH AN G 3R e o s
HTAHATG & HIHAN AEH FH|"

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi curtailed his Saudi Arabia
visit to return to New Delhi after the attack.

TUTAFT 3¢ AY o7 TFAY 3T Y YT i Srer fhar 3K
g & d1G, A% fedl dllc 3|

e India must speak in one voice during this national calamity and avoid internal
divisions that could harm social cohesion.

R T 38 TSI ATIST H T Fa A arelel Aifgw AR i st @ sger ke s
AT Tl 1 AT TEaT Tehel ¢ |
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e The unity of Indian people is the strongest antidote to terror instigated from across
the border.

AT ST Y Tahal &1 HAT IR @ IR 3TedTarg & [T T8 Al 3o 39T B

e Alocal Muslim man tried to shield tourists during the attack but lost his life.
Teh TUTAT AT sAFT 1 gAT & SRIeT TASHT Y T hT HITRALN T Aokt 3T STt
rar &

o Widespread protests in Kashmir after the incident show that common citizens reject
such violence.

e & Se; FHAR A oA fade veeie gU, S g axiid § o 3 e Sl e+t
qHRA &

e The victims came from various parts of India, reflecting the diversity of tourists
attracted to Kashmir.

fifed 9Ra & fAfde REw O A, Y F2AR i 30T 37HT 81 arel et $r [FfFerar =
gaATar g1

e The attack has disrupted lives and livelihoods in a region economically dependent
on tourism.

g FHT Ueh U 17 & laet 31 3mshifaer 1 a1 7 arar & S e o 3nfis v &
ICE

« New Delhi’s response must address Kashmiris, the Indian public, Pakistan, and the
international community.

7% freeht 1 wfaferar 1 e, s s, wiftreare, 3R R woer
Halfard e arfeu|

e Since 2019, India has taken a new policy approach in Kashmir to improve
infrastructure and connectivity with the rest of the country.

2019 ¥ HRA o HHAR 7 718 +Aifey 3raems B, Trad a7 i gar 3k gfaady e # Rufa
IE &1 3R Tg AT AR I 317 3 FF

e The global environment has become more volatile, with increasing internal instability
and international conflicts.

EAC AR NI R

o India’s strategy should be driven by realism and national interest, not empty rhetoric,
as it works to isolate Pakistan.

SR T TOTAIS I FrEafdsar iR TS Rl & MR W Tar=Tr a1y, o foh @raar
ATYOIY 9T, ST a8 IIfehEdTeT Y 3T9T-UoldT Hlal T AL T ET &

o Pakistan’s export of terrorism is rooted in the two-nation theory and Hindu-Muslim
hostility.
TfhETe T HTcehare I fadid ar Ivg Rewia AR g AR daaed o 3mRd g

e The national resolve must be firm and focused as the government strives to bring the
perpetrators to justice.

Page5 7

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

&1 1 WHew g AR HRa gl fev, FAifr TR AR #t =47 & Fom # o= & fov

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

& GHT JITH X 8
Responding to the terror attack in Pahalgam

S Paper |Il: Internal Securil

he terrorist attack in Pahalgam in

Jammu and Kashmir is not just an act

of brutality; it is a calculated political

signal, carefully timed and deliberately
chosen to inflict not only human casualties, but
cause strategic disruption. Coming days after the
Kashmir Valley had begun welcoming tourists as
part of a fresh season, and while U.S.
Vice-President J.D. Vance tours India, this is not a
random or desperate strike. It seems to be the
continuation of a long-standing pattern of
cross-border terrorism, directed and sustained by
the Pakistani military-intelligence establishment.
At a time when Pakistan had faded from India’s
diplomatic radar and foreign policy imagination,
it is back: threatening to disrupt much of what we
hold dear.

The attack took place in Baisaran, an alpine
meadow which is often described as ‘mini
Switzerland’. The very setting — a site of picnics,
pony rides, and often school excursions — make
the images all the more harrowing. Videos of
terrified tourists scrambling for safety, and
bloodstained trails in a place known for its
serenity, have left an indelible mark on public
memory. It was not just a strike on innocent
tourists; it was a deliberate assault on the idea of
Kashmir as a safe and even sacred tourist space.

It also reflects a massive intelligence failure,
and a lowering of the security vigil, which is
deeply troubling. Pahalgam is a tourist hub; a
gateway to the Amarnath shrine. The forces and
agencies should have been on their guard. The
drones and electronic surveillance infrastructure
that India has invested in also seems to have been
absent. While the intelligence failure may appear
to not have been as colossal as it was in Kargil, it
will have as deep a societal impact.

The responsibility for the Pahalgam attack has
been claimed by The Resistance Front, a proxy
outfit with clear operational links to the
Lashkar-e-Taiba — deeply embedded within the
network of Pakistan’s Inter-Services Intelligence
(IS1). The pattern is now familiar: inflict pain on
India, sow uncertainty in Kashmir, and provoke
reaction — all while maintaining a thin veneer of
deniability. That such operations continue
despite decades of global scrutiny reveals the
strategic environment in which they thrive. It is
one in which Pakistan has too often acted without
paying a proportionate cost. That must change.

Crafting a response
If India is to meaningfully alter the calculus in
Rawalpindi, it must also develop the institutional
memory and policy continuity to respond across
political administrations. Terrorism cannot be
treated episodically. A long-term approach to
deterrence must involve political consensus,
sustained intelligence capability, and the
diplomatic stamina to persist with pressure even
in the absence of major attacks. Strategic
patience, not short bursts of retaliatory energy, is
what Pakistan’s playbook is least equipped to
handle.

India’s response to the Pahalgam massacre
must be rooted not just in outrage, but in
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ability and
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strategy. Condemnation is necessary but
insufficient. The imperative now is deterrence —
not in the abstract, but as policy. Deterrence, in
classical strategic theory, is not the threat of
punishment alone. It is the imposition of
credible, visible, and cumulative costs that alter
the behaviour of the adversary over time.

The difficulty, of course, lies in crafting a
response that deters without destabilising. But
India’s continued restraint — save notable
exceptions such as responses after the terrorist
attacks in Uri and Pulwama - in the face of
repeated provocations has often been interpreted
in Rawalpindi as hesitation and even weakness.
To alter that perception, we must embrace a
framework of escalatory credibility — not
escalation for its own sake, but the ability and
willingness to impose pain through diplomatic,
economic, and covert means when red lines are
crossed.

This includes sustained efforts to
diplomatically isolate Pakistan on platforms
where it seeks legitimacy; the careful
reconsideration of trade and water-sharing
mechanisms that Pakistan depends on; and the
expansion of covert and intelligence-based
capabilities to disrupt terrorist infrastructure
across the Line of Control (LoC). These options
are neither reckless nor novel. They are tools of
statecraft that have been successfully used by
others — including by those who lecture India on
proportionality.

Instability in Pakistan

To understand why Pakistan resorts to such acts,
we must look at the internal dynamics of the
state. Pakistan today is deeply unstable. It is
economically paralysed, politically rudderless,
and socially fraying. In this context, adventurism
in Kashmir becomes a political instrument — a
way for the military establishment to reassert
authority and deflect domestic discontent.

Unlike his predecessor, the quietly pragmatic
General Qamar Javed Bajwa, the current Army
Chief, General Asim Munir, known for his
aggressive posture and appetite for risk, appears
to be reviving the doctrine of ‘managed
escalation’ — a strategy that sees value in carefully
calibrated acts of violence under the nuclear
threshold. A former ISI chief and deeply
embedded within Pakistan’s military-intelligence
nexus, Mr. Munir has revived a rhetoric that
blends ideological grievance with strategic
opportunism. His frequent references to
Hindu-Muslim relations in Manichean terms and
his recent description of Kashmir as Pakistan’s
“jugular vein” reinforces the ‘old’ doctrine that
sees Kashmir as a perpetual battleground and not
as a site for peace. The recent escalation in
ceasefire violations across the LOC, in violation of
the ceasefire ‘agreement’ in operation since
February 2021, is further evidence of the reckless
approach being pursued by him.

This is not without precedent. Each phase of
heightened internal unrest or civil-military
imbalance in Pakistan has historically coincided
with escalatory behaviour towards India — and

DPATRIOTICIAS

Kashmir has been the primary theatre. The Kargil
conflict in 1999, launched under the leadership of
General Pervez Musharraf during Nawaz Sharif’s
civilian government, remains a stark example of
the military’s willingness to bypass its own
civilian leadership to provoke confrontation. The
Parliament attack in 2001, the Mumbai attacks in
2008, the Uri attack in 2016, and the Pulwama
suicide bombing in 2019 — all bear the hallmarks
of a strategy designed to trigger a response from
India while keeping Pakistan’s involvement
deniable. These incidents were not isolated acts
of terrorism; they were episodes in a sustained
campaign of asymmetric warfare.

Re-establishing deterrence

This is why deterrence must be re-established.
India cannot afford to allow its adversary to
believe that it can continue with such attacks
without serious consequences. This is not merely
a matter of honour or public expectation; it is one
of long-term strategic stability.

The choice of targets in Pahalgam is telling.
Tourism has become a symbol of tentative
recovery in Kashmir. It offers livelihoods to
ordinary Kashmiris and represents the reweaving
of ties between the Valley and the rest of the
country. Attacking tourists, therefore, is not only
an act of terror, but an attempt to sabotage the
very idea of normalcy. To cut off the Valley from
its visitors is to deepen the isolation that terrorist
groups rely on.

It is important to say this clearly: the people of
Kashmir are not complicit in this violence. On the
contrary, they are its first victims. The younger
generation in the Valley is looking for
opportunity, not militancy. They want better
education, better jobs, and a future beyond
conflict. The narrative that Kashmiris harbour
sympathy for terrorists is both factually wrong
and strategically dangerous. It alienates the very
population whose inclusion is essential to any
durable peace. India’s internal response, then,
must be as resolute as its external one — but not
in the language of repression. Instead, it must be
expressed through sustained economic
investment, political engagement, and continued
efforts at social integration. This is not only the
right thing to do, but also the strategically smart
thing to do.

The timing of Mr. Vance’s visit to India offers a
moment of diplomatic opportunity. Washington
understands the long shadow that
state-sponsored terrorism casts over
democracies. India must press for clearer public
language from the U.S. and its allies, and for
sustained pressure on Pakistan’s support
networks. Sympathy after attacks is welcome;
action before them is what matters more.

There are no easy solutions. But clarity must
precede action. The Pahalgam massacre is not
simply another tragedy to be absorbed into the
long ledger of terror. It is a reminder that
ambiguity emboldens the aggressor. The only
language that has ever constrained Pakistan’s
adventurism is the language of credible
consequence. This is the time to speak it again.

Responding to the terror attack in Pahalgam

Qg e 7 AT g $r ufaferar
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The terrorist attack in Pahalgam, Jammu and Kashmir, was not just a
brutal act but a calculated political signal, aiming to cause both
human casualties and strategic disruption.

o153 3R FRHAR & TEEIITH H §IT ATAHAIE! g Hadl T FI HA LT 4T,
afew 98 v warfoa TUsrifas waer a1, foweT 387 A #1f 31T
Yoreifae ferest qlat Y 3rermeT &= ol

e It occurred soon after the Kashmir tourism season had begun and during U.S. Vice-
President J.D. Vance’s India visit, indicating it was neither random nor desperate.

TE EHC 3T TAY G319 AR & wdet Hister Y & g7 A7 3R 3R & 3uregafa
A3 A HRA SR R I, fTa7@ Tg T8Il § T Ig gl Argieean a1 garem A fwar arar
STET ATl

o It appears to continue the long-standing pattern of cross-border terrorism, supported
by the Pakistani military-intelligence establishment.

Ig &l TR HIAT-IR 3Tdware 1 olel ATell Sl &ATdT &, o ifdreant d-a-
GRAT & T TG I

Symbolic target: Baisaran, the “mini Switzerland”

e The attack took place in Baisaran, a scenic meadow often called "mini Switzerland",
frequently visited by tourists and school excursions.

mmmﬁgsﬂ,mW'ﬁ?ﬁMﬁ?wm%‘sﬂquﬁaﬁaw
ITAT3T &7 AP T T g

o Terrifying videos of injured tourists and blood-stained trails have caused emotional
trauma and disrupted the image of Kashmir as a peaceful place.

e Teat 3N G & 7 It & NI F A9l 7T 7 gy sy 3N AR H
QMfOT S Y IERT HTET TETAT &

e The attack was a direct assault on the idea of Kashmir as a safe tourist destination.

Ig GHOT FRAR F U FAT Tdeet T & T 7 GFdd F3 & fAar 9 drer yew am|

Security and intelligence lapses

e The incident reflects a serious intelligence failure and a reduced security alert,
especially in such a sensitive tourist hub.
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Despite investments in drones and surveillance technology, their presence seems to
have been absent at the time.

31 3R FeReht aeFelles 7 fRAAer & STas(e, 9TaT & GHYT SoTeht IYANT A1 far T g
gl gl

Although not as large-scale as the Kargil intelligence failure, the societal impact
could be similarly deep.

glelifeh g FRI St a3t GRAAT fawerar 7181 §, I SHeT ATATIOE THTE 3o 81 ITg &l
HhelT ¢

Perpetrators and their backers
gHATAY 3 378 AI8TH

The Resistance Front, a proxy group with links to Lashkar-e-Taiba and Pakistan’s ISI,
claimed responsibility.

3 gH 1 foFAel € YRS e o ol &, ST erea-U-Jgar 37 qifedre $ smdeaars
o 3T Ueh HISH

This follows a known pattern — creating chaos, sowing fear, and provoking a reaction
while denying state involvement.

Ig Ueh FATAT-UgHTAT adiaT § — STl hertar, 3T Yer e, 3R gfafenar 1 3&am,
Y &Y TSR H{fAFT A SRR FI&AT

India must shift its response strategy

AR &' 319+ gfafwar Aifa A seara = aifge

India must build a credible, long-term deterrence framework that continues across
political regimes.

R T T faRaasa 3t rdeifas afaier g s arfige S @l Teiifas TR
H IR ®

Terrorism should not be treated as episodic, but as a continuous national security
challenge.

TG I el Hearell A gIe ATell Tt 781, Sfedh Teh Tl AT FI&T Teitel & &7 7
QT ST I1fRu|

The focus must be on political consensus, sustained intelligence efforts, and
diplomatic pressure even when attacks do not occur.

T Treteifaen TeAte, At givar e, 3R TSR gara o) gl T1fee, =g gaiel 8l
AT T |
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Moving beyond condemnation

T & 3 98T 3TaTH

India’s response should go beyond mere condemnation — it should focus on strategic
deterrence.

R &Y 9TATHAT Shael fAer ao DRI 87 gle T1fgT — 3@ Yoreiifaes ufaer gT Fiea
gleT AT

In strategic theory, deterrence involves visible and cumulative costs that change the
adversary’s behaviour over time.

Torehfcreh el &, afokier &1 31 & 0 fears &a are 3R SeaR 98 g geteAs
39T, SiY 27 o SHAEN hl THT & HY Teol |

India needs escalatory credibility — not escalation for its own sake, but the capacity
and will to respond diplomatically, economically, and covertly.

TRl T g frefter faeaqaiira & srec § — I foh R wfafsar & fore afafear &,
Sfos Taafas, 3T 31 aea adiet @ Srare &1 it ar#ran 31k g7 giel @nfRw

Policy tools India can adopt
A IUTT I HRA IIAT THT §

India should seek to diplomatically isolate Pakistan on global platforms where it seeks
legitimacy.

HRT I T g HaT W IIfhEdieT B T 0F T T TAT-A AT e HT TITT FIT
Ifgu, ST8T a8 dYdT Yo ahiell dIgdl ¢ |

India must reconsider trade agreements and water-sharing mechanisms that
Pakistan depends on.

HR I SATIR FASANT 3R el Fear Y sFGEYIHT R GATGTIR el =g, 5T
RUERSICACE R

India should expand its covert operations and intelligence capabilities to disrupt
terror infrastructure across the Line of Control (LoC).

HRA T e HHATAL 3R GRHAT &TAATA T TIEAR AT AT cATieh g faz=ror @
(LoC) & YR JTIhdIET &1 hl ST T Hh |

These are not reckless or unprecedented responses — other nations have used such
tools of statecraft effectively.

A 3UTY ATIETE AT A 61 & — 3T TS o FoT AoAai el STHOIN ohl FeATS ST &
39eT fohaT &

Instability in Pakistan

qQrfeREdreT & 3T
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Pakistan’s resort to acts of terror can be understood by looking at its internal dynamics.
qIfShEdTe SaRT JTdhare] ATATATaAT ST TERT ofel ol 3HehT IR feufa & TasT o1
HehdT ¢

Pakistan is currently economically paralysed, politically rudderless, and socially
fraying.

dHTT A TTiehEclTel HTdF T F 997, Tsreiifas &0 & Rl ik aonfas w7 & e
e

In this context, adventurism in Kashmir becomes a political instrument to reassert the
military’s authority and deflect internal unrest.

U H FAR A GEATEH Ueh Utellfcrs ISR o1 SIelm & Foraa @1 319=1 &< e &
T X e IR ITARF IrAAT & 21T e T |

General Asim Munir, the current Army Chief, known for his aggressive posture,
appears to be reviving the doctrine of ‘managed escalation’.

IAHTS Yol ST ATl AT FAR, ST ITHIAF T o [T ST ST &, 97l & foh a8
‘e swa Hr wEfa & R @ SHifad R R

As a former ISI chief, he blends ideological grievance with strategic opportunism,
frequently referencing Hindu-Muslim divides and calling Kashmir Pakistan’s “jugular
vein”.

94 IS| 9@ & &9 & dg a1 ARTSre 1 s et 4 sisd § Rt
femTarer &7 aR-aR T3 & § 3R e o1 arfererarer #r “Srafer 37 &g & |

Recent ceasefire violations across the LoC, breaching the agreement of February
2021, reflect this reckless approach.

LoC TR gIferdr HuvR# Sedud, mﬁzozﬁsw@ﬁaﬁaﬁsﬁg’msﬂm;ﬁﬁaﬁ
galT 81

Historical Patterns of Escalation

3merer 1 ¥aeTfae ygfoat

Every phase of internal unrest in Pakistan has often coincided with aggression
towards India.

qTfehEcTel # §X TROT ohl HIAR renfer 3R SR o Ui AThTHFAT & ST T 8|

The Kargil conflict in 1999 under General Pervez Musharraf occurred during Nawaz
Sharif’s civilian government.

1999 T FRFAIET JE&I, S SFolel TAH HAIP o wicfcd H §HT, FaTel IR T AR

TIH & G 37 27|
The attacks in 2001 (Parliament), 2008 (Mumbai), 2016 (Uri), and 2019 (Pulwama)
show a consistent strategy of asymmetric warfare with plausible deniability.

2001 (¥HT), 2008 (F«S), 2016 (38 3} 2019 (Jeram#T) & §H Tg 2T § fob drfehearet
o HHTA JEH T Teh Al 0N 379eT1s § Foreet $aR aXat Y F[amser o1 el o
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Re-establishing Deterrence

YT erfFer 1 G

India must re-establish deterrence to prevent its adversary from assuming that attacks
can happen without consequences.

IR T 39T TR AT T T & TAITAT AT g1 1R IHRT GR¥AT Ig o THA foh
gl fae fondlt A=t F g Thad ¢

This is not just about honour or public expectation, but about long-term strategic
stability.
g ol WFHATS IT STeT T&TT T a1 A6l &, STeh T ArEhITeld I0TI e feUTdT T 92

gl

Tourism in Kashmir symbolizes recovery and integration.

HYHR H e gadifed 3R Tehrhior 7 Il &

Attacks on tourists are attempts to sabotage normalcy and deepen isolation.
Teeh! W g ATHATICT Y fAwer tet 31 3Terana Y 8T Y hT T & |
Kashmiris are not complicit in terrorism. They are its first victims.

FHR TdRarE & fAS 7T &1 I sTF dgo PR S|

The youth seek education, jobs, and a future beyond conflict.

gar =red ¢ e, AeRAr, ik ded & w v afsy|

Labeling Kashmiris as sympathetic to terrorists is factually wrong and strategically
harmful.

FHHRIT BT HTcharg THAYS Hgal dLdlcA® T & Ired 3R WEfAF T F gifasRs ¢
India’s internal response must focus on economic investment, political engagement,
and social integration.

R &1 3TaRe ufafrar o s Faer, aa-difas gae, 3 aEfes ga[kersT
higd g A1fgT|

Diplomatic Opportunity
TS HTAT

The timing of J.D. Vance’s visit to India provides a moment for diplomatic leverage.

A, T Y HRA AT HT AT ASAATAS G919 F [T Teh T TeTeT T 8 |
India should push the U.S. and its allies for clearer public statements and sustained
pressure on Pakistan.

R 1 AN 3R 3T FEAt & Tuse FAAF 99 3R Tfehede W AR eea
&Y HIT =T AR

*Sympathy after attacks is welcome, but pre-emptive action matters more.

gHell & ST T WETfal FARTAAIT &, oifshet q3-Wiha wars 31 Fgcaqur g1
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The Pahalgam massacre must not be normalized.
YEelNTH ATHER I ATHTT UTHAT dAg! ATl SITeT 1 gT|

e« Ambiguity emboldens the aggressor. The only language that works is that of credible

consequences.
HETSEAT gHATAR T TTEH &t &1 ol Rreawsig gRomaAT Hr s &) 3% T B
e This is the moment to speak in that language again.

g 9 AT § 19 T & 3 FOR ST & a1 e AR T|

Flash India PMI expands on record high export orders

[GS Paper 11I: Economy

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

The HSBC India Flash Pur-
chasing Manager’s Index
(PMI) expanded to 60
points in April on increas-
ing export orders, as
against 59.5 in the previous
month, S&P Global said in
a statement. Services flash
PMI increased to 59.1 from

a final number of 58.5 from
March 2025.

Manufacturing  flash
PMI output index came in
at 61.9 from a final value of
61.7 in the previous month,
according to the state-
ment. Services grew at a
faster pace than
manufacturing.

“New export orders ac-
celerated sharply, likely

buoyed by the 90-day
pause in the implementa-
tion of tariffs. As a result,
output and employment
grew, for both, manufac-
turers and service provid-
ers. Cost inflation was in
line with March levels, but
prices charged rose a tad
faster, leading to improved
margins,” Pranjul Bhanda-
ri, Chief India Economist at

HSBC said in the state-
ment. Companies reported
increased output, positive
demand and successful ad-
vertising, HSBC said, ad-
ding that some of them be-
nefitted from the
depreciation of the rupee
as international orders
increased.

HSBC forecast that In-
dia’s GDP growth would be

hit by 0.5 percentage
points due to the tariffs.
“The indirect and second-
order negative impact
could also be meaningful,
emanating from slower ex-
port volumes around the
world, weaker global FDI
flows, and the re-routing of
exports hurting manufac-
turing,” Ms. Bhandhari
said in her research note.

Flash India PMI Expands on Record High Export Orders
RrE 3= AT 3TN F FROT Foler sf2ar frvasns & R_Rrar

The HSBC India Flash Purchasing Manager’s Index (PMI) expanded to
60 points in April, up from 59.5 in the previous month, driven by
increasing export orders, according to S&P Global.

HSBC gf2aT Feter RIS A9 3397 (PMI) el & Sg&h 60 37 8 I,
S Rroe 7 & 50.5 37 & AU §, 31K sHFT FROT e S A ggfr
T 3T §, ST fR S&P Global o admm|

e The Services Flash PMI rose to 59.1 from a final reading of 58.5 in March 2025.
ATFAST weler NUAINTS St 59.1 &) 31T, ST AT 2025 3 37T 3ThsT 58.5 oT|

e The Manufacturing Flash PMI output index increased to 61.9 from 61.7 in the
previous month, the statement said.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page64



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

ONTACT: 9971932488

AT H 61.7 |
e Services grew at a faster pace than manufacturing.
a3t T gt 3euree &1 4 A E |

o New export orders accelerated sharply, likely due to the 90-day pause in the
implementation of tariffs.

AT fATe 3T 7 O @ qefy g3, derad: AN Ay FA # 90 et A O & Frwn|

e As aresult, output and employment increased for both manufacturers and service
providers.
SHeRT URUTTH g TGT fob 3earget 3R AR gt 7 farsTamsit 31 dar veransit & fore gefer
g3l

o Cost inflation remained in line with March levels, but prices charged rose slightly

faster, leading to improved margins, said Pranjul Bhandari, Chief India Economist at
HSBC.

wistel $3HY, HSBC 1 &YX R ITEal, & #hgT foh drera Harehifar 71 & T &
T €, wifeheT agelt 1§ Hrecit 7 A1 3iftrer Al 317, 5o Anfeler & gur g3
o Companies reported increased output, positive demand, and successful

advertising, with some benefiting from the rupee depreciation as international orders
rose.

huferal ¥ euTeet 7 Fef, FHRIcH® AT, 3R Th fAamde H RAEE, 3N Fo

FAWTSERT TS 7 gEfar 3R F9A & IAETT A o1 e Foham|

o HSBC forecasted that India’s GDP growth could be hit by 0.5 percentage points due
to tariffs.

HSBC & 3{eTATe ST foh SRE & FROT 3Rt Y S gefer ox 0.5 wfevere 37 &7 3@
IS Hehell &

The indirect and second-order negative impacts could be significant, including slower
export volumes, weaker global FDI flows, and re-routing of exports hurting
manufacturing, said Ms. Bhandari.

gt 873 o et R rveaet IR gfadias ARRIcH FarTa o Fgcaqot &1 Tehd 8, S 7 foia
AT A P, ARTs vhAITS yarg A FAY, 3R fata F qafadere & Axtor &7 Ft qaar|
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1. Heroic Sacrifice of Pony Operator in Pahalgam Attack

TEAITH gHe H TTE AT FT dRarqot aferegre

2. All Stress and No Play Making Children Anxious, with
Fragile Mental Health

TIELY & TET & FHASR

Cometh the hour, cometh
the hero: pony operator

|GS Paper IV

Peerzada Ashiq
PAHALGAM

Hundreds of local men and
women on Wednesday
joined the last rites of Syed
Adil Hussain Shah from the
Hathe Patnar area in
Anantnag. The 28-year-old
pony ride operator was re-
membered for his heroic
attempt to ward off the at-
tack on tourists at Baisaran
in Pahalgam.

The two-storey brick-
and-mud house of the de-
ceased was swarmed by
mourners all day. One of
his relatives said he was
killed while defending oth-
ers. “My nephew laid
down his life in a bid to
save others,” Shah’s uncle
said. Mourners con-
demned the attack on tou-
rists in peaceful Pahalgam,
which last saw a terror at-
tack on pilgrims in 2000.

Shah worked as a pony

Heartbreaking incident: CM
Omar Abdullah consoles the
father of Adil Hussain Shah. pTi

ride operator and earned
his livelihood by ferrying
tourists for around five ki-
lometres from the Pahal-
gam base to the Baisaran
meadow, also known as
“Mini Switzerland”. “He
was a labourer by profes-
sion. He left early Tuesday
morning to ferry tourists
and took a tiffin box along.
We never thought his body
would return in the even-

Pahalgam.

dies trying to save tourists

ing,” Shah’s mother said.

According to local pony
ride operators, one of the
attackers came close to the
victim, as Shah “made a
bid to stop him from firing
at tourists”.

“Shah was fired upon af-
ter he made a bid to stop
them from opening fire,”
they said.

‘Was the breadwinner’
The victim’s father, Haider
Shabh, said he was the main
breadwinner of the family.
Shah is survived by his
wife, two brothers and two
sisters.

J&K Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah, accompanied by
local MLA Altaf Kaloo, also
attended the funeral
prayers of Shah. “Our go-
vernment stands with the
family,” Mr. Abdullah said.
Shah is the only local resi-
dent who died in the Pahal-
gam terror attack.

aa1a 3 @ HY FAT TT4) F 9491 W@ § AT, AafE

Heroic Sacrifice of Pony
Operator in Pahalgam
Attack

TEAIH g H TCT AT
T dRATYOT aferere

Hundreds of local men and
women gathered on
Wednesday for the last rites of
Syed Adil Hussain Shah, a 28-
year-old pony ride operator
from Hathe Patnar, Anantnag.
TUAR F AN F §TY I&AR
forart 28 adffar ege 3T dug
3Tferer gl ATE F JfaH TEPR A
A g%

. Shah was remembered for his

heroic attempt to defend tourists during
the terror attack at Baisaran in
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TEeIINTEH & AT H U AT goe & SR Gdehi 1 T8t & fore e v arefs yama &
foIT 2ITg &l I1e foham I

e Mourners thronged his two-storey brick-and-mud house, paying tribute throughout the
day.
RMPIHe AT Y e 37 ar-Afren €€ AR A & T W =il &= & v g

e One of his relatives stated that Shah died defending others, calling it a sacrifice.

3ofoh Toh RRAGR = ST foh AT =¥ Gt Y T&TT X §U 9107 AT e, 38 e afeverer

AT

e The attack was condemned widely, especially since Pahalgam had not withnessed a
terror strike on tourists since the year 2000.

3 gl DI ey faer $r 18, f9dy & F FifF 2000 & &1 T Yg9INH F Il g odT
aﬂéaﬁ?ﬁrmaﬁgwm

e Shah used to earn a living by ferrying tourists about five kilometres from Pahalgam
base to Baisaran, also called "Mini Switzerland".

QITE TEENH SF & AT cIoh oIe1379T 5 Fratleiey qdeehl &l Teg TN JoTa of STHT 3Tl
ShfsIaTeleT it | daveT ot " A Raesitels o Fgr siar |

e His mother said he left early on Tuesday morning with a tiffin box, never imagining
that his dead body would return in the evening.

3eTeh #Hi & ST o T HIATAR Gag STea! fefheT aterdr it folenel &, 3egiel hafl et
T AT T ATH T 3eTanT AT TR Aleam|

e Local pony operators stated that one of the attackers came close and Shah tried to
stop him from firing at the tourists.

AT T TR o AT o Ueh §HITET T 37TT 3R ATE o 38 THEh! T et Teltet
¥ et Sy FAfA2r |

e They confirmed Shah was shot after making an attempt to intervene.
3egiel gSe T foh 21g o AMelt ARY 7§ ST 3gier gEALTT HTaA hr HIALw N |
e He was the breadwinner of the family, said his father Haider Shah.
3oTeh U §eX ATE & I foh 9 IRaR & FE&T FAW aret 3|
e He is survived by his wife, two brothers, and two sisters.
3 TR 7 geed, &Y 71§ iR g sg=t 81

e J&K Chief Minister Omar Abdullah, along with local MLA Altaf Kaloo, attended the
funeral prayers and offered condolences.

FFH-FAR F FEIAA 37T Heqed 3R T RUrIT reard Fe @ STarer HY TAT
e foram 3R e wageT saeFa |

e Mr. Abdullah said, “Our government stands with the family.”

A gl o Hel, “FHN FIHR IRAR & AT T3l &1”

e Shah was the only local resident who died in the Pahalgam terror attack.

2T YEeTIN T g H AR T THATT TIH T fAardft I
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The.Anxious
Generation

Jonathan Haidt

Call for caution: Social psychologist Jonathan Haidt links the mental health crisis among teenagers to the increased use of smartphones. GETTY IMAGES
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All stress and no play making children
anxious, with fragile mental health

Psychologists and writers are linking the mental health crisis among teenagers to the rising use of digital technologies, a ‘Pandora’s box' rewiring

their brains. The way out, they say, is limiting social media use di"astically for children, more unsupcrviséd play, childhood independence and reading

'S Paper IV: Ethics
Uma Mahadevan Dasgupta

t has been clear for some years now
that a section of teenagers across
the world are going through a
period of considerable anxiety.
This phenomenon had been developing
even before the COVID-19 years; however,
the pandemic made the mental health
_ crisis more acute. Added to this is the
increased stress among teenagers about
their livelihoods and their lives against the
looming threat of climate change.
Children today have far less time for
free play and wholesome interaction.
Recess or break-time at school is often
used to prepare for some test or the other.
Added to this is the intense pressure
around high-stakes entrance
examinations that are more a filtration
mechanism than a real test of aptitude.
Not only teenagers but even pre-teens
find their school day lengthening
inexorably into tuitions and special
classes for selective tests, leaving little or
no time for that basketball game or for
just fooling around with friends. And
certainly, interactions with friends on
social media cannot replace in-person
time.

Conflict around technology

Social psychologist Jonathan Haidt links
the mental health crisis among teenagers
to the disappearance of free play in
childhood and the increased use of
smartphones, leading to sleep deprivation
and addiction. According to him, digital
technologies are a Pandora’s box rewiring
children’s brains. Parents find it difficult
to put limits on their children’s use of
technology.

All Stress and No Play Making Children Anxious, with Fragile

Mental Health

=g 3T A A FHT T4 ) 77 @) § AT, AT @

BT & FHAAN

Rising Anxiety Among Teenagers

Mr. Haidt writes about the “constant
conflict” story: “Parents try to lay down
rules and enforce limits, but there are just
so many devices, so many arguments
about why a rule needs to be relaxed, and
so many ways around the rules, that
family life has come to be dominated by
disagreements around technology.”

Mr. Haidt recommends four reforms:
no smartphones before high school; no
social media before the age of sixteen;
phone-free schools; and far more
unsupervised play and childhood
independence.

As a parent of teenagers, I find this
rather drastic. Certainly, more play and
wholesome interactions in childhood. But
on the proposed embargo on phones and
social media, I would say two things: one,
hasn’t that ship sailed already?

And two, surely it’s not as bad as all
that, because it is indeed possible to talk
to teenagers, and not only about the
hazards of overusing their devices, but to
be present in their lives. Which means
treating them as thinking individuals,
sharing family time with them, modelling
the responsible use of technology — and
trusting teenagers to make good
decisions.

Cheerful counter

At the happier end of the spectrum of
recent books about childhood is Sam
Leith’s The Haunted Wood: A History of
Childhood Reading. This journey through
children’s literature serves as both
cheerful counter and antidote to the crisis
of childhood anxiety. Reading opens
windows and doors to other worlds; it
grows a child’s imagination; it teaches
empathy.

faFeiRY 3 Tt Rar

e It has been clear for some years now that a section of teenagers across the world are

experiencing considerable anxiety.

o o a5t & I8 T ¢ o gferar o) & iRt 1 ven aat arsfiv Riar &1 arsem a2 @

gl

Address

Childhood reading is also the first step
in a lifelong journey of reading. Mr. Leith
writes that it is “the platform on which
everything else is built. It's through what
we read as children that we imbibe our
first understanding of what it is to inhabit
a fictional world, how words and
sentences carry a style and tone of voice.
What we read in childhood stays with us.”

Which is why, perhaps, the answer to
the problem of the smartphone is to get
children to pick up a book. The earlier the
better. Picture books which contain
diverse stories of interest to children are
the key to building a lifelong love of
reading. For infants and toddlers, one
should start with wordless picture books.
For teenagers, anything they like,
including comics and graphic novels.

How to increase emotional 1Q

Albert Einstein is reported to have said:
“If you want your children to be
intelligent, read them fairy tales. If you
want them to be very intelligent, read
them more fairy tales.” Fairy tales contain
all the material that helps to grow
emotional intelligence: innocence, love,
honesty, and kindness, but also cruelty,
sorrow, and sacrifice. The boy who sells
his mother’s cow for a handful of magic
beans. The miller who tricks a king into
believing his daughter can spin straw into
gold. The little mermaid who willingly
gives up her underwater life to gain a
human soul.

No wonder that Mr. Leith remarks on
the presence of grief in children’s
literature: “A surprising constant in a
literature associated with ideas of
freedom and innocence is grief. Many of
the most enduring and most moving of
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these stories have a pulse of sadness in
them or behind them. To be a child is to
know that you have to grow up.”

Makes books affordable

Children’s Books: An Indian Story, a
collection of thoughtful essays edited by
Sandhya Rao and Shailaja Menon, is a
timely survey of the landscape of
children’s literature, which is coming of
age in India. I still remember some
classics by the National Book Trust (NBT)
from my childhood with beautiful
illustrations by artists such as Badri
Narayan and Pulak Biswas.

NBT’s children’s books were
affordable, which is not always the case
with some more recent publications.
Many of these — though lavishly put
together — remain beyond the reach of
working families. If they are to reach the
vast majority of children in our country,
books need to be affordable and
accessible. They should be placed within
easy reach of children, in rural and urban
public libraries across the country.

Children’s books need to be written
keeping in mind the child’s context. They
also need good translations

One beautiful example, which Usha
Mukunda mentions in her closing essay
about libraries and children’s reading, is
Mahasweta Devi's The Why Why Girl.
Translated into several Indian languages,
including Kannada (by Girish Karnad),
Malayalam (by Paul Zachariah), and Tamil
(by Ambai), and exquisitely illustrated by
Kanyika Kini, this picture book is
unfailingly popular with girls and boys
across the country.

Uma Mahadevan Dasgupta is in the
Indian Administrative Service.

Gorakhpur
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e This trend began even before COVID-19, but the pandemic made the mental health
crisis more severe.

I5 vgfa FAs-19 F Ut & F &1 715 oY, AfFeT AFTHRY AT Fareed @she # 3R
318 =T fem|

e Teenagers also face growing stress regarding their future livelihoods and lives amid
the threat of climate change.

fareiRT 1 319t a1fdsar & Voo 3R SFrerarg aRade & @R & v 39 foigaf &t ot
o SGalr =TT B

Lack of Free Play and Social Interaction

go B 3R wrATfSE araa i FA

« Children today have very little time for free play and healthy interaction.
37T & areail & 9T G @l 3R Ty i & [0 5gd 7 gAT &

e Recess or break-time in schools is often used to prepare for some test or the other.
Tl 7 3TN AT AF -1 e Tl o ey orteT &t Yy 3 SEa#ATeT 81 ST &

e There is intense pressure due to high-stakes entrance exams, which are more about
filtering than testing actual aptitude.

Agcaqut FAer TNETIHT & HRUT STeeEd GaTd ol &, Sl 318 H et & A7 781 Sfoh
Sed! 9ihaT 57 1S B

e Not only teenagers but even pre-teens now attend long school hours, tuitions, and
special classes, leaving no time for play or relaxation.

farts foreiR & =781, Tgt o for -8 37 319 o Tt |1, PR, 3R Ry wamsid &
STET W6 o, T8 Wl AT IH o ToIT FAY 8T T2

e Online interactions with friends cannot replace in-person social time.

SIEdT & HTY JTAATST IIdd, FTAAT FIh Aol F THT T 918 7T o FohelT|

Technology and Mental Health Conflict

Slea e 3t Al FareeT &1 T

e Social psychologist Jonathan Haidt links the teen mental health crisis to the
disappearance of free play and increased smartphone use.

AT A AT NATYT 23¢ heRT # AT TaRLT FHhe &1 Gol A & HAT
3R FATERIT & qgod 39ANT A SIS &
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He highlights issues like sleep deprivation and addiction, stating that digital tech is a
Pandora’s box rewiring children's brains.

g =ig $ FAY 3R T T Fegl F 3R A § 3R Fed € B Bioea e o d=m
qIFd § S Tl & ATEASH Hl a6 W ¢

Parents struggle to set limits on their children's technology use.

ATAT-OAT 379 sre=it & Wt fErh 3uer o fr=ror TA1id adet 7 §o9 Y @ &

Mr. Haidt speaks of the “constant conflict” within families around tech rules, with
children finding ways around restrictions.

A g3 FEd ¢ T WeTFY fraAT sl ey aRaRT 7 faaw ged giar 8, 31K s faat
¥ 794 & TFA G oI 2|

Haidt’s Proposed Reforms
23¢ F YT 1T FUR

No smartphones before high school.

#TE TR & TS TAEW 78 3 AR

No social media before the age of sixteen.

Arelg a¥ I 37 I Tgol Qe AT ST 393N AeT glaAT AR T

Phone-free school environments.
Thell T BI-FeFd oAl BT
Promote more unsupervised play and childhood independence.

I Faaq O 3R Ta9aT Y TaaTdT ) 981dT ST IATRT|

Parental Perspective and Practical Concerns

ATT-Rdr &1 o RAT 3T sgagiRe Raw

As a parent, the author finds the reforms drastic.
TG Teh ATT- AT & & 7 37 GURT T FTE FIR AT &

While supporting more play and healthy childhood interaction, they question if phone
restrictions are still feasible.

d 3T @er 3N TTET AT ol FASH F 8, olfehed IO & Toh T 36 BT W AF
ST HHT B
They argue that it is possible to talk to teenagers and engage with them meaningfully.

3oTehT gl ¢ Toh foRRT & ST AT 3R 3ofeh AT [T S[FTE Felell T B

This involves treating them as thinking individuals, sharing family time, and
modeling responsible technology use.
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et ST T el T FIAT ATTAS &
Ultimately, it means trusting teenagers to make good decisions.

37dd: 3THT A ¢ o fheRT 9T 3red fAvia as & fo faeary fvar siroy

Cheerful Counter
3caTgold® [Adheq

Sam Leith’s The Haunted Wood: A History of Childhood Reading offers a more
optimistic perspective on childhood, contrasting with the anxiety-driven narrative.

TH oty &1 fhdTe The Haunted Wood: A History of Childhood Reading sardeT &t iar &
SIS FETeral o FIoIeT Ueh JTRITATEY g fSeenlor T el &1

Reading opens up windows and doors to other worlds, nurtures imagination, and
builds empathy.

UGl el o foiT 7% A3t & g@R Tiora 8, Feqar afed &I dorar ¢ 3R wergefer
fa@rar gl

Childhood reading marks the first step in a lifelong journey of reading.

TIAYA F YgAT SaeTiT T UGS Fr ygel T &I 2|

It shapes our understanding of fictional worlds, style, and tone in writing.

Ig &3 Freufard gfera, A, 3K T S FAST I ggel ol & |
The suggestion is to encourage children to read books as early as possible.
A ¢ o sreal @l Tolder STed! 81 |eh frare ggat & fore aRa forar s

Start with wordless picture books for infants and toddlers, and allow teenagers to
choose anything they like including comics and graphic novels.

fRrerait 31 B Tt & forw e ersal arel for-qeast & esia Y, 3k Rt o
iR 3 M Alded S 390 T H fhare Tgat H Tadaar ¢l

How to Increase Emotional IQ

HTTATCHS & OHAT 9 TG0

Albert Einstein once said: If you want your children to be intelligent, read them fairy
tales; if you want them to be very intelligent, read them more fairy tales.

HeaE TSN o el AT: JTg AT UG & Toh 3T T2 ETAATT &1, Al 3¢ T FYTT
YSIST; Afe 3T ATed & foh F Tgel qEfaraTa §et, o 3o s 7l FUT¢ e

Fairy tales include elements like innocence, love, kindness, and also cruelty, sorrow,
and sacrifice, helping to grow emotional intelligence.

o AT A frehear, 997, &3 & ary-ary F3an, g@, AR afdeme o gia 8, S sraereas
AT T (AT Fel H Heg Al ol
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Mr. Leith notes that many children’s stories are marked by grief, which reflects the
understanding that to be a child is to know that one must grow up.

A Y AT § T3 sl i werfardl 7 31eraT o 1 A19 81T 8, S Ig g ¢ & a3 &t
T 1T & o6 38 a1 QT ¢

Make Books Affordable
fararat #r gerer 3R b o

Children’s Books: An Indian Story, edited by Sandhya Rao and Shailaja Menon,
surveys the growing field of children’s literature in India.

FEAT T 3R AT AT gaRT U1 Children’s Books: An Indian Story, #iRd # aTer
AT & TG 817 T FIGTOT HICA &

Books by National Book Trust (NBT) were once affordable and included beautiful
illustrations by artists like Badri Narayan and Pulak Biswas.

AU T T (NBT) I TohciTel ggel Tt gl 2 3R ge7e ael) ARor 3R goreh farearw
ST HellehRT hr eI Frasmrly giclr ot

However, many newer books are expensive and unaffordable for working families.
grefifeh, 31TeT &1 S o71% el #gal & AR Frrehrelt IRERT Hr oga & ST &

Books must be made affordable and accessible through public libraries in rural and
urban areas.

Tl st aretor AT aredt 811 T Ardefae argsier # et iR Rrwrredt e S
e

Children’s books should reflect the context of the child and be available in good
translations.

STel JECTeh! o1 Sl & WP TG o TR T ST AT 3R SoTehl T Iegare
$fr gt TR

An excellent example is Mahasweta Devi’s The Why Why Girl, translated into
Kannada, Malayalam, and Tamil, and illustrated by Kanyika Kini.

Teh QMR 3ETeX0T HERAAT &&lt &bl The Why Why Girl &, fSIEehT 3i]dTe; Feels, HAATeIH,
3R affrer & R ram 8, 3R o wfege foft o T Far gl
The book remains popular with both girls and boys across the country.

TE foraTe e # a5a! 3R asfFat aar & i dAwRT Bl
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TOPICS COVERED (PCS Special)

1. Vithya Sets New 400m Hurdles Meet Record
farear & 400 #Hiex ggew Hie Rais arer

Vithya sets new 400m
hurdles meet record

She meets AFTs qualification standard for the Asians; Yashas wins the men's event;
Niharika achieves a personal best in the women's triple jump

pCcs
ATHLETICS

Stan Rayan
KOCHI

lympian  Vithya

Ramraj appears to

be in National re-
cord-breaking form this
season.

The 26-year-old from
‘Tamil Nadu broke the six-
year-old women’s 400m
hurdles meet record at the
28th National Federation
athletics championships

here on Wednesday and e

predicted bigger things
this year.

“I could have gone fas-
ter but I was tired after yes-
terday’s 400m.

“Had we had the hur-
dles tomorrow, I'd have
surely done 54s,” said Vith-
ya who clocked 56.04s and
finished more than two se-
conds ahead of Anu
Raghavan.

Vithya equalled the
great P.T. Usha’s National
record of 55.42s at the last
Asian Games where she
won the bronze.

She felt the signs were
good that the 4l-year-old
record would fall this year.

‘Targeting the Worlds
“I'm aiming for the Worlds
and my goal is 54s. I had
clocked 56s early this sea-
son, a sort of time I could
only manage late last
season.

“I'll surely end this year
with 54,” said Vithya who
also achieved the AFI's
qualification standard for
the Asians.

Meanwhile Karnataka’s
P. Yashas clocked a perso-
nal best 49.32s while win-
ning the men’s 400m hur-
dles (49.325) but was
disappointed that he could
not get the 49.19s for an
Asian ticket.

In another corner of the
Maharaja’s Stadium, Pun-
jab’s  National Games

Fantastic display: Vithya hurdling her way to glory. RK. NITHIN

champion Niharika Vash-
isht was celebrating a triple

jump  personal  best

(13.49m), a last-round ef-
fort that saw her beat Kera-
la’s Sandra Babu by 1cm for
the gold.

The 29-year-old had
completed a two-year dop-
ing suspension in February
2022 and now appears
stronger than ever, improv-
ing her PB by more than
40cm in a year's time.

The results (winners only):
Men: 400m hurdles: P. Yashas
(Kar) 49.32s.

3000m steeplechase: Sunil
Joliya Jinabhai (Guj) 8:43.82s.
Hmmer throw: Damneet Singh
(Reliance) 68.30m.

Women: 400m hurdles: Vithya
Ramraj (TN) 56.04s (MR, Old:
57.215, Saritaben Gayakwad,
2019).

3000m steeplechase: Manju
Ajay Yadav (MP) 10:34.08.

Triple jump: Niharika Vashisht
(Pun) 13:49m.

Shot put: Vidhi (UP) 16.10m.

Nailing it: Niharika claimed the gold with her last-round
effort. RK. NITHIN

Vithya Sets New 400m Hurdles
Meet Record

fear F 400 Hiex ggow Hie NarE
arsT

.

Olympian Vithya Ramraj is in National
record-breaking form this season.

e e A 39 Hiee # T
ReE e F T A RE@S @ T

e The 26-year-old from Tamil Nadu broke the six-
year-old women’s 400m hurdles meet record at the
28th National Federation Athletics Championships.

affreeg 1 26 adffwr faear & 288 wedrr wgTaw
vrafeFw IRIRT 7 o7 arer g Afgar 400 A
géou e Rt A

e Vithya clocked 56.04 seconds, finishing more than
two seconds ahead of Anu Raghavan.

faear &1 56.04 A 7 18 g 6, 3R 31 raeT A &)
AF3 W HOF FAT ggol Tiarer |

e Vithya predicted bigger achievements this year.
faear & g arer 98t Iyafeurar i sfasgarf $i|

e ‘| could have gone faster, but | was tired after

yesterday’s 400m. Had we had the hurdles tomorrow, I'd have surely done 54s,” said

Vithya.

"ﬁaﬂxsﬁéaalgmaﬁ,ammémoo:ﬁaaswﬁwgam 3R &l g5l

g, ar # 54 W 7 glsat T e, faear F |

e Vithya equalled the great P.T. Usha’s National record of 55.42s at the last Asian
Games, where she won the bronze.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page74



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
Je LAS YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

R ONTA ° 9971 932488

STT 37giel HIET Y& SiidT AT|
e She feels that the 41-year-old record could fall this year.
3¢ ofaTell § o 41 |rer gt Rl 36 Aol g Fehell &1
e Vithya is targeting the Worlds with a goal of 54s.
faear freg ARF=RAT T &7 TR 54 AHE & T&T & AT G151 T AT Il el o |

e She had clocked 56s earlier this season, which was the kind of time she could only
achieve towards the end of last season.

3egiol 5 HISTeT T T3 H 56 Wehs T FHY o AT, ST T Wofed & HT A I
arelr |
o “I'll surely end this year with 54s,” said Vithya.
¥ 3T Tl 54 Hs H SlgH 30 Wcd F&al," [aear ¥ Fgr|
e Vithya also met the AFI's qualification standard for the Asian Games.
e & vewans $r Farfafhaer A S vhs @dt & fow g

e P.Yashas, from Karnataka, clocked a personal best of 49.32 seconds in the men’s
400m hurdles, but was disappointed he could not get the 49.19s required for the Asian
ticket.

FeATeeht o O, FATH = TEST o 400 HIeX §5od H 49.32 Whs HT ATFAINT FAAS AL
BT fona, ifansT 35% 49.19 AFE 181 AT, 3 TRTs fEae & fT 3maeaes o)

e Inthe women’s triple jump, Niharika Vashisht from Punjab achieved a personal best
of 13.49 meters, beating Sandra Babu from Kerala by 1 cm for the gold.

A3 & feqer S#q 7 yaiea T gt afdss o 13.49 #Hiex F1 safFaera gasss
gTferet o 31X et &1 |ig a1q &1 1 T F g Faof gga S|

e Niharika, after completing a two-year doping suspension in February 2022, is now
showing impressive strength, improving her PB by more than 40 cm in one year.

fogTiRent, foiegiel ®Xadt 2022 # &Y ATer Y ST FEIAT I 1 oY, 31 THHRY qTHed
@ W@ &, 3R 3giat Tep Aol # 370 SATFaera §aArss # 40 AT @ 3o &1 gef™r
el
e The results (winners only):
qRoTT (hael fasiam):
e Men’s 400m hurdles: P. Yashas (Karnataka), 49.32s.
T 400 HeX e o T (FA1eaT), 49.32 Y3 |
¢ Men’s 3000m steeplechase: Sunil Joliya Jinabhai (Gujarat), 8:43.82s.
T 3000 HYeT FETereT: Feiter AT FA=mens (ere), 8:43.82 Aehs|
e Men’s Hammer throw: Damneet Singh (Reliance), 68.30m.
oY g 4. gt R (Rema), 68.30 #iex|

e Women’s 400m hurdles: Vithya Ramraj (Tamil Nadu), 56.04s (Meet Record,
Previous: 57.21s, Saritaben Gayakwad, 2019).
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Afge 400 HieX gdew: faear wRre (ffearg), 56.04 dhs (Fe Rebis, g 57.21

Hohs, GRATSHT IMIhars, 2019)|
e Women’s 3000m steeplechase: Manju Ajay Yadav (Madhya Pradesh), 10:34.08s.
wfgaT 3000 HieX FEqeraer: A AT IGT (AL Ya2U), 10:34.08 HF3|
e Women’s Triple jump: Niharika Vashisht (Punjab), 13.49m.
Afger feger sq: AgReT afdss (=), 13.49 #Hiex|
e Women’s Shot Put: Vidhi (Uttar Pradesh), 16.10m.
wfgeT afeye: fad (3a% waar), 16.10 #e|
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