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2. Supreme Court to Examine Concerns on POCSO

Clause

POCSO #T &RT WX FH#H 1< HIa RAr3it v wafran
3. The chaos of Karnataka’s caste survey
FeATcenT & SATTr WAETOT T FIATAT

4. Sri Lanka’s Buddhists Overwhelm Kandy in Bid to See
‘Sacred Tooth’

Arersrr F digyl & 9l g1 S@er & AT HIY F AfFeqa

Kashmir terror strike and T.N. e-pass
curbs Spur rush for Munnar holidays

|GS Paper I: Mapping

The Hindu Bureau
IDUKKI

With tourism in Kashmir
facing a roadblock after the
Pahalgam terrorist attack,
the hill station of Munnar
in Kerala is expecting an in-
flux of tourists. According
to tourism stakeholders,
they are receiving enqui-
ries from tour operators af-
ter the terror attack.

According to Tourism
department officials, the
district is already witness-
ing good tourist inflow fol-
lowing the implementation
of e-pass regulations by Ta-
mil Nadu for entry to Ooty
and Kodaikanal.

District Tourism Promo-
tion Council (DTPC) secre-

Tourists click photos at a tea plantation at the Munnar hlll statlon in
Idukki district of Kerala. JOMON PAMPAVALLEY

tary Jitheesh Jose says 3.6
lakh tourists visited desti-
nations under the DTPC in
Idukki in April last year.
“This year, within 20 days,
nearly 2,98,000 tourists vi-

sited the destinations.
More tourists are reaching
Munnar and Wagamon hill
stations. We hope the
trend will continue in May
also,” says M. Jose.

A tourism stakeholder
says normally tourists, in-
cluding Malayalis, prefer
Ooty, Kodaikanal, and
Munnar. “When travel res-
trictions came into effect
in the two destinations in
Tamil Nadu, tourists opted
for Munnar resulting in the
sudden surge of tourists.
We hope the trend will
continue,” he says.

G. Sojan, coordinator of
My Munnar Movement, an
initiative to promote tou-
rism prospects of Munnar,
says many tourism stake-
holders are receiving en-
quiries after the attack in
Kashmir. “The climate and
topography of Munnar are
almost the same as in Kash-
mir,” Mr. Sojan added.
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Munnar Holidays
FAR ITAFHAE g AR AAATg F7 §-917 wfaaer Fear
geRal & A sits # ggmT dar §

After the Pahalgam terrorist attack, tourism in Kashmir has slowed
down, leading to a surge of interest in Munnar, Kerala.

YA ATdHAR] A & dic MAR A WPea Ay g, o aa &
HeaIR & vt fr 5 adr 31

Tourism stakeholders have started receiving enquiries from tour operators
following the attack.

Tdes & 33 AN Y 56 g & 916 ¥ T § [BaTe e o9t g
Tourism department officials said that due to Tamil Nadu’s e-pass regulation for
Ooty and Kodaikanal, more tourists are heading towards Kerala.

wdea femmer & 3Rt & garr % affesg garr 3¢ sk Fsdware & §-am g
fRT ST & FROT, 3OF Theh FIT A AT R T

According to DTPC secretary Jitheesh Jose, 3.6 lakh tourists visited Idukki
destinations in April last year.

DTPC afara forelier i & 7o, Roa a¥ 3riter ¥ 3.6 @ Tdew A $3FHT & el Fy
ek T |

This year, within just 20 days, nearly 2.98 lakh tourists have already visited those
destinations.

39 a¥ &ael 20 AT # ST 2.98 G qAeHF 3T AqeAl W I IH §

Most tourists are now preferring Munnar and Wagamon hill stations.

319 sifrTer Ted AR I AT e T Y TrAfAwaT § W §

Tourism officials hope that the increasing trend will continue in May as well.
e AftHIRE FY 37l ¥ i 77 Tod vy 7 o it o 1

A tourism stakeholder explained that Malayalis and other tourists usually choose
Ooty, Kodaikanal, and Munnar.

TF qied RATURS & TdrT fF AeTel) 31 37 e 3HaR W ), Fssdhare 31T
HeoIR 1 it § |

Due to travel restrictions in Tamil Nadu, tourists are now opting for Munnar,
leading to a sudden rise in footfall.

affrereTg # g afaaut & FROT 3T wHew TR 1 93T I @ §, e adewt f
HEAT H I ety g ¢
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e G. Sojan, coordinator of the ‘"My Munnar Movement', said tourism stakeholders are
receiving more enquiries after the Kashmir attack.

A IR HFAC F WASAH SfY. AT F gl fo FeHAR g & a1 qdee Faurat Ft
317w qoas AT @ g

e He added that the climate and topography of Munnar are very similar to Kashmir.

oot Ig o ST 3 eI Y Srerarg 3 T e FeAR A @ §
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Supreme Court to
examine concerns
on POCSO clause

IGS Paper |: Society I
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday agreed to hear
concerns flagged by senior
advocate Indira Jaising that
mandatory reporting of
sexual activity, even if it is
voluntary, under Section
19 of the Protection of Chil-
dren from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) is leading to the
criminalisation of the
young and poses a threat
to the fundamental right to
health of adolescent girls.

Appearing before a
Bench of Justices Vikram
Nath and Sandeep Mehta,
Ms. Jaising, who is amicus
curiae in the case along
with senior advocate Sidd-
harth Luthra, said the age
of consent was raised from
16 to 18 in 2012 with the
enactment of the POCSO
Act. This has led to a situa-
tion when knowledge of
even voluntary sexual ac-
tivity between juveniles is
required to be reported to
the police.

Counselling is required

“Counselling and not cri-
minalisation is required in
such cases. We do not need
to create an army of crimi-
nals,” Ms. Jaising submit-
ted. The senior advocate
said parents, guardians,
and even doctors are being
penalised on the ground
that they had knowledge
but did not report to the

police about the sexual
activity.

“A doctor to whom a ju-
venile approaches for med-
ical care has to report the
sexual activity to the police
even if she says it was vo-
luntary. In such a situation,
juveniles would turn to
quacks and endanger their
health,” Ms. Jaising argued.

The court said Ms. Jais-
ing has raised a “serious
and relevant” issue. It
scheduled a detailed hear-
ing on May 8.

The Bench suggested
taking the aid of Additional
Solicitor-General Aish-
warya Bhati, and, if re-
quired, the Attorney-Gen-
eral of India on the issue.

The legislature had in-
tended the requirement
for mandatorily reporting
sexual activity under Sec-
tion 19 of the POCSO Act to
prioritise timely interven-
tion and protection of chil-
dren.

Supreme Court to Examine Concerns on
POCSO Clause

POCSO &Y RT 9 A FIE FH3Im Rt
qHIET

e The Supreme Court on Thursday agreed to hear concerns
raised by senior advocate Indira Jaising regarding Section 19
of the POCSO Act.

TRaR T FAA FIE 7 aes rftraerar 3 safie gan 3o a8
POCSO siftrfaraer #r mr 19 & Heiferey fiansit ) gerars & faw
HeAfd Tl

e She argued that mandatory reporting of sexual activity, even
if voluntary, is leading to criminalisation of the young and
threatens adolescent girls’ fundamental right to health.

3egier deoh T o Tdfeaw g afafafr i off srfaar Raf&r a
freRY & 3rarefieor Fr TUfa 91 Wr § 3R 78 iRt & ey
#F Ao R F v @R T 8|

e Ms. Jaising appeared before a Bench of Justices Vikram Nath
and Sandeep Mehta.

$fr FaflE F e R a3tk @& Agar Hr 9o & wHaT

LT gIehY ATHT T@T|

e She appeared as amicus curiae along with senior advocate
Siddharth Luthra.

3egiel ass Jrftrasrar Rqurd ouwr & Ay AT Fg{ & §9 H
I ATHST T T

e She pointed out that the age of consent was raised from 16 to
18 in 2012 with the enactment of the POCSO Act.

3egiat adrar f POCSO rftrfarasr & amy 89 & |y 2012 # weaAfa
#Y 37 16 & FgTEHT 18 q¥ Y &1 15 Y|
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e As aresult, even knowledge of voluntary sexual activity between juveniles must
be reported to the police.

58 aRuTEEaRT, fRaRt & d WRew dla afafafer fr srawr oft gfew #r &ar
AT Y g

e Ms. Jaising emphasized that such cases require counselling, not criminalisation.
ST @ SR G gl foh T ATHET & GRrAT Y Jra2gqwar ¢, o B srarefiaor $i|

e She said that parents, guardians, and even doctors are being penalised for
knowing and not reporting such activities.

3giet gl foh ATAT-Trar, arffemmas 3 siaredt @1 off STerapl 19 & aras(e gfew 1 Rae
7 X & fav &z frar s @

e She cited that a doctor providing medical care to a juvenile must report sexual
activity even if it was voluntary.

37giel SETEXUT &l U el o 3R 1§ starex Forelt ey Y Rfrcedhra dar dar @, @t 3@
Ig dler arfafafer g ) arh i 2, 9 98 wfRes A T 8

e In such circumstances, juveniles might turn to unqualified practitioners, risking
their health.

vt Reufar 3 RReiR srfara soner & fore sitaroT sl Y 3 7@ # @@ §, e

3% FTARLY T R §¢ AT § |

e The court noted that Ms. Jaising has raised a serious and relevant issue.
E & A fF SRW F3fE 7 v MR 3tk ol egr 3o

e The Bench scheduled a detailed hearing on the matter for May 8.
WIS o 38 HTH I faFga gorars & faw 8 7 i alig ag & g

e The court also suggested seeking the assistance of Additional Solicitor-General
Aishwarya Bhati, and if needed, the Attorney-General of India.

I A Foard 21 foh 5w arfaRera Fifaffiet siee teaat smé 3R afe savae g, ar
T & HSTAT STeTer T HETIAT o oI Hehall &

e Thelegislature's original intent behind Section 19 was to ensure timely
intervention and protection of children.

URT 19 & dga Irfovard Raféer i wyer faumd Fam q=at i gag = gt 3K geasiy
giATReTd FTar 41|
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The chaos of Karnataka’s caste survey

The
ques

LAINER

Sharath S. Srivatsa

The story so far:
n April 11, a nearly 10-year-old
Socio-Economic and
Educational Survey (popularly
called the Caste Census)
prepared by the Karnataka State
Commission for Backward Classes was
dusted off and accepted by the Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah-led Cabinet. Two
days prior, the listing of the Caste Census
in the Cabinet’s agenda for discussion had
surprised many. For the Chief Minister
had on multiple occasions announced a
discussion only to rescind it as political
implications were believed to be
far-reaching and difficult to handle.

The data was collected by the
commission through
government-appointed enumerators in
April-May 2015 from about 1.35 crore
h holds covering a population of 5.98
crores — nearly 95% of the then projected
population of 6.35 crores (Census 2011
population figure for Karnataka is 6.11
crores). While the survey was conducted
by H. Kantharaj Commission, the survey
report, data and recommendations were
submitted by K. Jayaprakash Hegde's
Commission in 2024.

Though the survey findings and
recommendations were ready by late
2017, Mr. Kantharaj could not submit the
report since the member-secretary had
not signed it. Subsequently, the Janata Dal
(Secular)-Congress coalition government
and the BJP government that succeeded it
also did not receive the report.

As population figures became clear
after the Cabinet received the data,
causing tremors in the political
landscape, the fault line between the
politically dominant Vokkaliga and

Ve shaiva-Lingayat ¢ ities and

The data was collected by the ¢

State’s 10-year-old survey coming up for discussion before the Cabinet has invited a slew of criticism
oning the veracity of their enumeration to experts examining the recommendations, including one for reclassification of certain communities

through

Vaishya, Mudaliars, Nagartharu and a
section of Jains are about 29.74 lakhs or
about 4.9% of the population.

What has the Hegde Commission
recommended?

The commission has recommended an
increase in the total reservation matrix for
backward classes from the current 32% to
51%. Based on the weightage given to

ities on socio-economic and

other backward class communities
became clear. The Cabinet met again on
April 17 to discuss the recommendation,
but did not decide on the matter. While
deferred again
for May 2, no clear decision on the
commission’s recommendation is
expected. Meanwhile, the issue has
reached the doors of the Karnataka High
Court.

What are the major findings?

The vexed survey is being keenly watched
for population figures of
castes/communities for political reasons,
though its goal had been to provide
insights into ‘backwardness’ that the
government could use to develop
programmes aimed at uplifting such
communities.

The survey has pegged the total
population of backward classes in the
State to be about 70%.

Muslims are the single largest bloc with
about 75.25 lakhs or 12.58% of the total
population, followed by
Veerashaiva-Lingayats, a dominant and
politically strong land-owning community
in North and Central Karnataka, with
66.35 lakhs or about 11% of the
population.

‘The population of Vokkaligas, a
dominant and politically strong
land-owning community in the Old
Mysore region, has been put at 61.58 lakhs
or about 10.29% of the State’s population.

The Scheduled Castes constitute 18.2%
or about 1.09 crore of the population, and
the Scheduled Tribes number at 7.1% or
43.81 lakhs. Together, both constitute
24.1% of the population. The general
category comprising Brahmins, Arya

The chaos of
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educational parameters, it has
recommended re-classification of castes;
Instead of the current five categories, it
has recommended six. It has proposed
the removal of exemption from creamy
layer policy for castes in Category 1,
which are the ‘most backward’.

Kurubas, the politically stronger and
perceived to be educationally forward
among the backward class communities,
have been moved from ‘more backward”
to ‘most backward’ category, along with a
few other castes. Kurubas constitute 43.72
lakh or about 7.31% of the population.
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah belongs to
the Kuruba community.

The socio-economic and educational
data of the communities are yet to be
released. Only the methodology used in

there was confusion in enumerating
members of sub-castes. The data is too
old to be accepted was another
complaint.

Cabinet Ministers from these
communities have already met separately
and closed ranks to register their protest.
Moves are afoot for joint meetings of
representatives from both communities to
plan protests together. Legal avenues are
also being explored.

Other communities, including
Brahmins, Christians and Yadavas/Gollas,
have also stated that their population
figures have been under-reported.

How has the commission justified its
survey?

The commission said that the survey was
scientific and unbiased, and carried out
using government machinery. Nearly 5%
of the population was left out due to
reasons such as migration, being absent at
home during enumeration and lack of
cooperation.

While enumeration in rural areas was
99% 10 100%, cities had a lower
percentage, with only Bengaluru hitting
85%, the commission said, noting that
even the national Census leaves out 3% of

the survey, the q , PO

data and recommendations for
reclassification have been provided to the
Cabinet Ministers so far. The government
is yet to officially release the report for
public discussion.

How have the politically dominant
communities reacted?
The dominant communities have rejected
the findings of the report outright, stating
that they were “unscientific”. Both Rajya
Vokkaligara Sangha and All India
Veerashaiva Mahasabha have sought
another survey, questioning the
authenticity of the population data.
Citing data from previous
commissions, they claimed that
Vokkaligas should be around 12% to 14%
and Veerashaiva-Lingayats around 17% to
22% of the population. They said that
many h holds from their ct itie:
have been left out of the survey, and that

the population. Given the geography and

population size, some are bound to be left
out, it said.

Are there other issues in the report?
Experts have been critical of the removal
of exemption from creamy layer policy to
the Category 1 castes that are labelled as
the ‘most backward’ among the backward
classes. Among the castes listed in ‘most
backward’ communities are about 50
nomadic and semi-nomadic communities
that have neither found representation in
government jobs nor the political realm,
with literacy levels still lower than 50%.
Eyebrows were raised over moving the
Kuruba community from ‘more
backward’ to ‘most backward’ category.
The community has for long been
perceived to have taken reservation
benefits in education and public
employment. They have had good
representation in politics too. The report

Karnataka’s caste survey
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from the politically dominant communities

in April-May 2015 from about 1.35 crore households. FiLE PHOTO

does not provide insights into “adequate
representation” that the courts have
relied upon to justify the reclassification
of categories.

The recommendation of enhanced
reservation for OBCs to 51% breaches the
Supreme Court’s 50% ceiling for
reservation. With 24% reservation for
SC/ST and 10% EWS (yet to be
implemented in Karnataka), the
reservation matrix will reach 85%, which
could invite legal trouble.

Why has the survey come up for
discussion now?

Considered a political minefield, the
survey was in cold storage for nearly a
decade. The Congress, in its manifesto
ahead of 2023 Assembly elections, had
promised to accept the findings. Ruling
dispensations have been under pressure
after Bihar announced its caste census
findings. Neighbouring Telangana has
gone ahead with enhanced OBC
reservation.

Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha,
Rahul Gandhi’s nudge during the
recently-concluded Congress session at
Ahmedabad is believed to have spurred
the Congress government here to accept

the report. Party insiders also believe that

the survey was brought up for discussion
by Mr. Siddaramaiah to consolidate his

position as leader of backward classes and

‘checkmate’ Deputy Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar, who is said to be waiting on
the wings to succeed him.

What happens next?

The State Cabinet is set to discuss the
report again on May 2. The discussion so
far has been only around the procedures
in data collection. Public Works Minister
Satish Jharkiholi has indicated that it
could be a year before the report is
accepted.

Law and Parliamentary Affairs Minister

H.K. Patil has said that the Cabinet is no
closer to a discussion on the survey
report. Speculations are rife over a
Cabinet sub-committee being set up to
discuss the issue before it is brought to
the Cabinet again at a later date.

THE GIST

v

The survey has pegged the
total population of backw:
classes in the State to be
about 70%. It has listed th
population of politically
dominant communities of
Veerashaiva-Lingayats at 1
and Vokkaligas at 10.29%.
Among the Hegde
Commission's
recommendations are rem
of exemption from creamy
layer policy for castes in
Category 1, termed the ‘m
backward’, and moving th
Kurubas from ‘more
backward’ to ‘most backw
category.

v

The dominant communitie
have rejected the findings
the report outright, stating
that they were “unscientifi
Experts have questioned o
recommendations, includir
the one on enhanced
reservation for OBCs that 1
breach the Supreme Court
ceiling of 50%.

v

Considered a political
minefield, the survey was
cold storage for nearly a
decade. The State Cabinet
set to discuss the report
again on May 2 but it coul
reportedly be a year befor
the report is accepted.
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HeATCHT & FATT AT T GITHT

The State’s 10-year-old survey, coming up for discussion before the
Cabinet, has invited a slew of criticism — from the politically
dominant communities questioning the veracity of their enumeration
to experts examining the recommendations, including one for
reclassification of certain communities.

TS FT 10 [Tl QAT FAa1or, St Feie & wover o=t & fAw 3man g,
ITATATHT T FIAAT AT § — TSl T § HIGATel FHEAT @RI 3%
3ThE] T FIdT W FATd 381 T T [AAvaAT a, s Rwriven Hr s &1
Te 8, oreTel Fo weerat &1 qaaeiiaor off enfaer 2

On April 11, a nearly 10-year-old Socio-Economic and Educational Survey (popularly
called the Caste Census) prepared by the Karnataka State Commission for Backward
Classes was dusted off and accepted by the Chief Minister Siddaramaiah-led
Cabinet.

11 3134l 1, hetlesht T TASST o 3TN G@RT IR fehaT 31T SfaTsTaT 10 HTeT I
arHTToTR- 3w 3k A wdator (G areaa; snfar SA9ToTAT gt ST 8) & fFe &
e a7 AR e g T sregatar arel Fdae grT FiewR 1 foram I

Two days prior, the listing of the Caste Census in the Cabinet’s agenda for discussion
had surprised many.

al f&T ugel, Shidele & Tols & =l & foIT S SIAToreT i FEaee ohar ST 3 wiel &
forw <iieptat aror |

For the Chief Minister had on multiple occasions announced a discussion only to rescind
it as political implications were believed to be far-reaching and difficult to handle.

FiTeh HETHAT o S Flchl G 4T I BIVOTT 1 oY, oifehet 38 arad o feram 1 F2ifen
SHeh TSTeiifeieh THTT QAT 3T H3HTelel H hideT Al T |

The data was collected by the commission through government-appointed enumerators
in April-May 2015 from about 1.35 crore households, covering a population of 5.98
crores — nearly 95% of the then projected population of 6.35 crores (Census 2011
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population figure for Karnataka is 6.11 crores).

3iehs JTTENT SaRT TR TAeFT AOTATHATHT SaRT ITT-HE 2015 H ST 1.35 IS
IRERT & T T 31T, 3 5.98 FNF I FTTTEAT T A FId § — AITHIT 95% 3T THA
AT STTEEAT 6.35 FF (Foitcenl & forT FITEAHY 2011 T STFEET 3Hiehsr 6.11
FU3) F

e While the survey was conducted by H. Kantharaj Commission, the survey report, data,
and recommendations were submitted by K. Jayaprakash Hegde’s Commission in
2024.

STafeh AARTOT UF. HIARTST HTANT SaRT FhaT a7 2T, FA&ToT RAIE, e 3R At &.
STATHIRN 973 F AW GIRT 2024 F T T TS|

e Though the survey findings and recommendations were ready by late 2017, Mr.
Kantharaj could not submit the report since the member-secretary had not signed it.

gleTifeh HF&ToT & forseny 3R FABINGY 2017 & 37 Toh IR AT, A HiaRTsT RN 8T Fecl
X T FI TeTT T A 3T gTaeTRd 781 har 47|

e Subsequently, the Janata Dal (Secular)-Congress coalition government and the BJP
government that succeeded it also did not receive the report.

S8 TG, AT &l (WFor)-FIAT TSaUT TIHR 3R SHh F1c; 37TS TS 97. THR o o
RaTE wred 787 $

e As population figures became clear after the Cabinet received the data, causing tremors
in the political landscape, the fault line between the politically dominant Vokkaliga and
Veerashaiva-Lingayat communities and other backward class communities became
clear.

HTIIT GIRT ST T YA & TG ST FAHEHT Hhs TIST §T, Al Asteliiersd TREeT #
gordel 7 378, 3R ToTelfareh T & yerrasiel aFpiiaa 3R fvdta-fiamaa aeert 3iv
3 e Sf wHem & v T @rs ose gy 1|

e The Cabinet met again on April 17 to discuss the recommendation, but did not decide
on the matter.

Fire o 17 3rie & ToFT A FAHTRET W T=T T & TAIT S FT, AfeheT 3T ATHS W HIS
ot &€ o
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While further debate has been deferred again for May 2, no clear decision on the
commission’s recommendation is expected.

STafh 3T T T6F FI 2 AS ISP & forv AT 1 AT I13m 8, 39T Y f{HETRYT WS
Tuse AT fir 3 787 &1

Meanwhile, the issue has reached the doors of the Karnataka High Court.
9 STd, IE FGET HeATeH! 307 ~AETEd Ih Tgd T &

What are the major findings?

&g sy Far 372

The vexed survey is being keenly watched for population figures of castes/communities
for political reasons, though its goal had been to provide insights into ‘backwardness’
that the government could use to develop programmes aimed at uplifting such
communities.

wmgmﬁwmmwﬁﬁaﬁﬁlwa:mma?mm
@ ST TET &, gTelifoh ST 30T ‘Rasuer W 3as fSe YTl e dT, S TR 0
FHETAT & 3cUT & T HrishA faenfad e # 3U2eT a1 Hevell o |

The survey has pegged the total population of backward classes in the State to be
about 70%.

I&T0T F ToT 7 Redt ST BT ol STAHEIT STHT 70% 377 978 Bl

Muslims are the single largest bloc with about 75.25 lakhs or 12.58% of the total
population, followed by Veerashaiva-Lingayats, a dominant and politically strong land-
owning community in North and Central Karnataka, with 66.35 lakhs or about 11% of
the population.

HATHTA ol STAHEIT T HA §3T HHETY 8, TSeTehl TEAT S9Te19T 75.25 oG AT 12.58%
g, 30 a1 dRAa-faomad 3ma €, 3 3R 3R 7eT FeATewr H T gHTaemel 3R Teiae
A U AT STHA-ATTI FHE 8, ToleTehl HEAT 66.35 T IT M7 11% B

The population of Vokkaligas, a dominant and politically strong land-owning community
in the Old Mysore region, has been put at 61.58 lakhs or about 10.29% of the State’s
population.

SrFRIra HHE, ST YU AGY &1 H Teh THTERI 3N ATellicieh €9 & HAGT FAHIT-
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ATferh THET 8, T SITHEAT 61.58 ARG AT Ao I Fool STATET T I 10.29% &

e The Scheduled Castes constitute 18.2% or about 1.09 crore of the population, and the
Scheduled Tribes number at 7.1% or 43.81 lakhs. Together, both constitute 24.1% of
the population.

foveifer snfert sror STevereaT s 18.2% a1 orarster 1.09 F03 &, 3R fvefifer Sterenfera
7.1% IT 43.81 G g | TACTR A Sleil STTa&T T 24.1% & |

o The general category comprising Brahmins, Arya Vaishya, Mudaliars, Nagartharu,
and a section of Jains are about 29.74 lakhs or about 4.9% of the population.

qrATg Aoft, forea sresror, anfeard o, FEfAR, APRYw, 3R S & v fed arfde
€, ST SToTEEIT SaTsaT 29.74 T AT ol STAHEAT T 4.9% &
What has the Hegde Commission recommended?

273 3T F FAT AR A 72

e The Hegde Commission has recommended an increase in the total reservation matrix
for backward classes from the current 32% to 51%.

TS 3T o TUBST ST o fIT et 3TRETOT GiARIeT &l dciATeT 32% & TGt 51% el
Fr TAwIRer $r gl

e The Commission has also recommended the reclassification of castes, changing the
current five categories to six categories.

31T & SAfcrat shr gerdetienor off faoTiver &1 &, forest aciaret ater Aforat =i scert 58
AT Fag 18 |

e The removal of exemption from the creamy layer policy for castes in Category 1,
which are the ‘most backward,” has also been proposed.

Category 1 # Sif Snfaar @ o3y §, 3% faw Hrelt R Aifa & g gere &1 ot geda
frar g

o Kurubas, a politically stronger and perceived to be educationally forward community,
have been moved from ‘more backward’ to ‘most backward’.

FEA, S Teh JoTatticioh &9 & Holgd 3R AfeTeh &7 & 3ra70f ATl Siret arely T &, 39
‘st Resr @ wad Rosr Aol & wur=iaRa a2 g

Pagelo
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e Kurubas constitute 43.72 lakh or about 7.31% of the population.
FEETH 43.72 AT IT ST 7.31% STAEET &I fHHATOT 2t &

e Chief Minister Siddaramaiah belongs to the Kuruba community.

HEIHAT RAGURHAAT FoaT WogerT & 314 B

e The socio-economic and educational data of the communities are yet to be released.
Only the methodology, questionnaire, population data, and recommendations for
reclassification have been provided to Cabinet Ministers.

FHETAT o WTHATToTeh-31Teh 3R AT&Th 3Hiehs 3130 Teh ST AET fohw 7w § | Shaer fafeY,
TRATIEN, SIAHEAT ST, 3R YeAdaiiontor o forw fAriel HFET Y gereT o a1$ |

e The government has yet to officially release the report for public discussion.

WHR A NG FI Grstiaen odf & fav 3nfaeie &9 8 IR 167 far & |

How have the politically dominant communities reacted?

STl T & THTRATe FHETAT hr Fafemar a7 @ g2

e The dominant communities have rejected the findings of the report, stating that they
were “unscientific.”

I THETE A RIE & fassst 1 “srdwmfas” g gu @i a% &2

o Rajya Vokkaligara Sangha and All India Veerashaiva Mahasabha have called for
another survey, questioning the authenticity of the population data.

TS AFHITAIRT TG 31 3T 3391 fidta AGRAST & STAGEAT 3Mihst & TATORAT TR
HaTel 38Td §U Th HR FF&T0T 1 AT A1 8|

e They claim that Vokkaligas should be around 12% to 14% and Veerashaiva-Lingayats
around 17% to 22% of the population.

3ogiel 21T TR o QeFarferemm fT TTEEAT 12% F 14% 3R Adlar-foemaa i saaear
17% & 22% gi=ir I1fgu|

e They argued that many households from their communities have been left out of the
survey.

Pagel 1
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3egiet cieh [T foh 3eTeh THGIAT o s ERT ohl HSETOT H QMTA w181 foham aram &

The data is too old to be accepted, according to their objections.

3oTeh 37T, STT g AT & 3R W TR T foham ST HeheT|

Cabinet Ministers from these communities have already met separately and are planning
protests together.

o7 FHCTT & HIAAT o Tgel &1 3eTT-37e1T dSeh T 8 3R FgeFeT Tarer JedieT by Jrstal
TS &

Legal avenues are also being explored to challenge the findings.

FToeAT T 7 RAIE & FoArsehnit bl YAl ot o flT Tt ST 3@ & |

How has the commission justified its survey?

AT F 319 FaToT T AT FA g frar g2

The Commission has defended the survey, stating that it was scientific and unbiased,
carried out using government machinery.

mﬁﬁmwmmgw%%wmmmﬂmmwﬁmm
CCIEERIEI RN

About 5% of the population was left out due to reasons like migration, absence during
enumeration, or lack of cooperation.

5% SI-THEET T STe IWT I1AT AT, S JaTH, 01T & GR1eT HUrefer I HgaNeT T el &
HROT|

The enumeration in rural areas was 99% to 100%, while in cities it was lower, with
Bengaluru reaching only 85%.

AT &3 H IT0TAT 99% F 100% oY, STeifeh QMg 7 Ig e oY, TS ae STef A Shayel 85%
3ehgT |

The Commission noted that even the national Census leaves out 3% of the population.

3TANT & g oY Ate TR foh IS SAAIOTAT 37 3% STATEAT Y STET F Sl 2
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Due to the geography and population size, some people are bound to be left out,
according to the Commission.

3TN & HTER, HNFAF 3R TAEEAT HTFR & FHROT, FS 197 96 E S ¢ |

Are there other issues in the report?

F41 ROIE & 37 A{eg 87

Experts have criticized the removal of exemption from creamy layer policy for
Category 1 castes, which are labeled as the ‘most backward’ among backward
classes.

a1l & Category 1 ST & forw it AR Aifa & g ge= 1 3Taras &I 8, [See
o sifadl # aed Aasr A6 A gl

The nomadic and semi-nomadic communities listed as ‘most backward’ still have
literacy levels lower than 50% and lack representation in government jobs and
politics.

TIY Mo & 9 F Ghaey a7 3R 37-am TAerT & 9 50% & FHA AIERET Fa §
3R TRy ARt 3R ToEhfa #F wfafaftea fra &)

There has been surprise over the Kuruba community moving from ‘more backward’ to
‘most backward,’” as the community has had good representation in politics and
education.

FoaT WA & ‘HftF Resr @ wa@ RMosr Aol & suaiaRd gia o gue STars a1$ &,
Fih 36 FHET T Tereitter 3 Ryawm ¥ sreor vfaffiea @i

The report does not provide insights into “adequate representation,” a factor courts
have used to justify the reclassification of categories.

RarE & “3fa sRRfAftcE” W HIS TRy 767 & 718 §, S 3reTadt o Aot &
QeAdTenoT &1 3T SeXTa & forT 3uier fohar &

The recommendation for enhanced reservation for OBCs to 51% breaches the
Supreme Court’s ceiling of 50% reservation.

OBCs % forw 3imeator 7 geflr &1 51% cieh et T AR gufler 1€ 1 daAr 50%
TRETOT & Seoltiel o ®9 H &I 915 g
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e With 24% reservation for SC/ST and 10% for EWS (yet to be implemented), the
reservation matrix would reach 85%, which could lead to legal issues.

SC/ST & faT 24% 3RETOT 3R EWS & forw 109 IRETOT (3730 w19] 7 §31) o A1,
3TETOT Afgerd 85% ceh TG Tehell 8, TSTAA FHlefell FHATATT 3o &Y Hehell &

Why has the survey come up for discussion now?

e |d&Tor 9 =TT F4T 8 W 7

e The survey had been in cold storage for nearly a decade, but the Congress promised in
its 2023 Assembly elections manifesto to accept the findings.

FAGTOT TaT$aT Ueh &RTeh eh &3 Sl H T, olfehel HIA o1 2023 faremerwsim gora o
# foTsehnl ohl Teleh R Shlt T aTeT feha 2T

e The ruling government faced pressure after Bihar released its caste census findings,
and Telangana increased OBC reservation.

TET & 9Ief &Y fagR & Srfar FA9r9TeT farsanst & ST garg &1 G ¥ gsT, 3R
ST =7 OBC 31R&TOT SgT fear|

e Rahul Gandhi’s nudge during the recent Congress session in Ahmedabad is believed
to have spurred the Congress government to accept the report.

&1 €1 3 JTEAEIATE A FHII T & GRIeT TG AT T UM T FiH TR o RAE Y
TR F & fow 9Ra Fam g1

e Some insiders believe the survey was brought up by Siddaramaiah to consolidate his
position as leader of backward classes and to checkmate D.K. Shivakumar, his
potential successor.

TS JeEal AT T AT & Toh FfeTor 1 Rguradan = Rodt snfoaat & aar & w7 & e
feufe Forqe F3a 3N A%, RTFAR 1 AT & & T 3o o, S 3o Fefad
Ui 8|

What happens next?

3T T greTT?
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e The State Cabinet is set to discuss the report again on May 2.

TS AfFS 2 7 F T & RUE W) a7 e arelm g

e The discussion so far has focused on the procedures in data collection.

379 O Y T 3T WAGOT IFhdAT UT higd T &

e Public Works Minister Satish Jharkiholi indicated it could take a year before the
report is accepted.

At fAATor 73t Telter IRARYN A Tohd e i RalE & TR et 3 T Frel 9T
AT g

e Law and Parliamentary Affairs Minister H.K. Patil stated that the Cabinet is still not
ready for a discussion on the survey report.

FeleT 3T T AT & FN Ta.F. ifeer ¥ wvgr o ATIHse 33t Ffaqor RATE oX ==
o fov IR =T &

e Speculation is high about a possible Cabinet sub-committee being set up to discuss
the issue before it is brought to the Cabinet again.

$H Heg W Tl A & fov veh wenfad wf¥sise sqafafe afsa et 1 de srede
TS ST IET &, 3T U foh 380 R A ARFsS & 91F o S|
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. Sri Lanka’s Buddhists overwhelm
Kandy in bid to see ‘sacred tooth’

|§S Paper |: A&C |

Agence France-Presse
COLOMBO

Buddhists flocking to see a
sacred tooth in Sri Lanka
were urged by authorities
to stay away on Thursday
after four people died and
hundreds fell sick while in
lengthy queues.

Regional police chief La-
lith Pathinayake said
queues in the city of Kandy
were already 10 km long as
Buddhists waited to wor-
ship what they believe to
be a tooth of the Buddha —
a special showing of the
relic that will end on
Sunday.

Officials estimated there
were around 4,50,000 pe-
ople in queues on Thurs-
day morning, more than
double the expected daily
number of 2,00,000.

“At the rate the queue is
moving, even those alrea-

1 & -
R BN

YT
’u o

Jam- packed Buddhist devotees stand in queues as they wait to
enter the Temple of the Tooth in Kandy, Sri Lanka. AFP

dy in line this morning may
not be able to enter the
temple,” Deputy Inspector
General Pathinayake said.
“We appeal to the people
not to come to Kandy.”

Over 300 in hospital

The city’s main state-run
hospital reported more
than 300 people had been
admitted after falling ill

while spending days in
cramped conditions. Four
people, including an older
woman, were pronounced
dead on admission.

More than 2,000 people
who fainted while standing
in line were treated at 11
mobile health units, local
officials said.

“We are trying to avoid a
stampede,” said Sarath

Abeykoon, the governor of
the province.

The railway department
said it was suspending all
additional trains to the city
because authorities were
already overwhelmed by
the number of pilgrims.

Police commandos were
deployed to move thou-
sands of pilgrims away
from an old bridge that of-
ficials warned could col-
lapse due to the excessive
weight on it. Police said 32
buses were turned away
because the city had run
out of parking space.

The relic was last dis-
played publicly in March
2009, when an estimated
one million people paid
homage. Authorities had
expected around two mil-
lion visitors over the 10-day
exhibition this time, but
that figure was surpassed
within five days.

Sri Lanka’s
Buddhists
Overwhelm
Kandy in Bid to
See ‘Sacred
Tooth’

siteient & dteyt 3
'gfaT gId @A &
foT &3
rfarsra foram
Authorities urged
Buddhists to stay
away from Kandy

on Thursday after
four people died

and hundreds fell sick while waiting in long queues to see a sacred

tooth.

TfrERolt F Sl & 3 @ g @t F1 3marE fFan, F=ifF 9R der w sik
HF3T AT fIAR g 370, S Flt FART A 9T gid @ & v @3 I

e Regional police chief Lalith Pathinayake reported that the queues in Kandy were already
10 km long, with people waiting to worship what they believe is a tooth of Buddha.

& gfera v wiferd afdareres o Rote far f& 231 7 sar gger & € 10 Rratefex ot
oY, ©lYeT 3 &l T Tl el oh fIT SAeTR X T8 &, 1918 3 o8 71 afd AT ¢ |

e The special exhibition of the relic is set to end on Sunday.

g 7IAYV FT AT Y=t IAGR & AT 8l arell &

o Officials estimated around 4,50,000 people were in queues on Thursday morning, more
than double the expected daily number of 2,00,000.

IOl & 3fegereiet foha foh 4,50,000 AT IEAR Fog hdRi & &, S 3dfErd S
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HET 2,00,000 & ST AT

o Deputy Inspector General Pathinayake warned that even those already in line might not
be able to enter the temple at the current rate of movement.

3T STFeX STl Ui o TdATasiT &f foh AT 19T Igol & o5 H g, I HT I =T a1fa
 Afex 7 waer AgT T qruar|

e Authorities appealed to people not to come to Kandy due to the overwhelming crowds.

STTEIehTOT &1 RY 115 & ShRUT oIl § st & 3Tl <hl 37dTeT ol |

e Over 300 people were admitted to the city’s main state-run hospital after falling ill due to
cramped conditions.

300 & 3rfare @er o1 TRTEATAT & HROT AR gl & d1e AT oh JTT ToF-TaTford
3T # #T gU

e Four people, including an elderly woman, were pronounced dead upon arrival at the
hospital.

R o9, ToleTal Ueh geer Afger &t enfder &Y, & 3revcre frqguﬁ W FT N fonam I

e More than 2,000 people who fainted while standing in line were treated at 11 mobile
health units.

2,000 & 318 ST ST MSA H W3 8ot h QIR 981U & 3T &, 3¢ 11 AATST T
smsﬁﬁmr{wgml

e The Governor of the province, Sarath Abeykoon, said efforts were being made to avoid a
stampede.

YT & Ty T AThIoT of heTl o ga-gaT & o) & folv 91T fohT T | &1

e The railway department suspended all additional trains to Kandy as authorities were
overwhelmed by the number of pilgrims.

Yord TasmaT ot et o forw wedt arfafera ot foveifae & &F sraiifer onfereneor et
T | 3T A
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e Police commandos were deployed to move thousands of pilgrims away from an old
bridge that officials feared might collapse due to excessive weight.

gferer FHaATSY 1 golRT TSIl &l veh et Jol @ g & TAIT ctaTed foham ama, T oY
ITRASTRAT Y =T AT for 31T goteT & FRUT I TR FohaT B

e Authorities turned away 32 buses due to a lack of parking space in the city.

QITISRION Y 2T F TTfehaT T STITg hT ST & SHIOT 32 F&Y I arqg T ST

e The relic was last displayed publicly in March 2009, when an estimated one million
people paid homage.

Ig AV AT 2009 H ArdsTieleh §T H TR TR T RIel FohaT 3T T, ST I AN T
Ao der & sriqeisifor 31fda & o

Authorities had expected around two million visitors over the 10-day exhibition, but that figure

was surpassed within five days.
IITERT &t 10 Tt 1 ugeiel & gRieT &Y fAforaer geie i 371 oY, ofthet ag 3rrar ura =t
& Eiy g a3 |

TOPICS COVERED GS Paper II: Polity, Governance, and International
Relations)

1. Pakistan shuts airspace, suspends trade relations with

India
qQIfFEdTeT of TIREAH o¢ fFdT, AR & AT ATATRE T
CEICGRERY

2. Brace for Longer Flights to Gulf, Europe and the U.S. as
Pakistan Shuts Its Airspace

qIfShEaTst GaRT 39 §aT$ 819 H 9¢ FIA F HROT @13l, AT
3t 3 AT F 33 w6t gl

3. Gloom Gives Way to Rage as Kin of Victims Raise Poor
Security
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disT 0 7 dgelt, A3l & aReE! @ 3o1T FAeR FraT w
qared

4. India to Explore Options it has ‘Never Considered’ under
Indus Waters Treaty

AR Y ol Wi & aga ‘waft 7 W v R{ywenl W Henm
[CEIN

5. Amidst Regional Ferment, Kurds’ Quest for Statehood
S SUT-gue & i Fraf 1 g AATT AT 3Tehran

6. India may be First to Sign Trade Deal: U.S. Treasury
Secretary

R Ugol SUTIR HSAIAT FIA aATelT S §ef HehdT & AN
faa 7
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Pak. shuts airspace, snaps
trade relations with India

Reacting to India’s response to Pahalgam strike, Islamabad warns against any ‘misadventures; it
adds that any attempt to stop Indus waters will be considered an ‘act of war’; Wagah border shut

[GS Paper II: India-Pakistan

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

akistan on Thurs-
Pday closed its air
space to Indian air-

liners and suspended all
trade as part of its res-
ponse to India’s actions af-
ter the Pahalgam terror at-
tack. It warned against any
“misadventure”, indicat-
ing that it expects a mili-
tary response from India
over Tuesday’s brutal kill-
ing of 26 men in Jammu
and Kashmir by terrorists
belonging to a group linked
to the Pakistan-based
Lashkar-e-Taiba.

‘Act of war’

Pakistan also matched the
decisions taken by the Ca-
binet Committee on Secur-
ity chaired by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi on
Wednesday, including clos-
ing the Wagah border
check post, declaring In-
dian defence, naval and air
advisors persona non gra-
ta, and downsizing the
High Commission from 55
to 30 personnel. Pakistan
said any attempt to “stop
or divert” Indus water flow
to the country would be
considered an ‘act of war’.

In addition, Pakistan al-
so cancelled the SAARC vi-
sa held by Indians, but
made an exception for Sikh
pilgrims; officials said the
Kartarpur corridor to Pa-
kistan will remain open for
the present.

Briefing the media in Is-
lamabad, Pakistan defence
minister Khwaja Asif ac-
cused New Delhi of plan-
ning an “all-out war” to
strike Pakistani cities.

“If there is an attack on
[Pakistani] citizens, Indian
citizens will not be safe
either... we will make In-
dians pay through their

Islamabad ups the ante

Pakistan’s countermeasures after India’s five-pronged response to Pahalgam attack

Back to home: Indian citizens return from Pakistan
through Wagah border on Thursday. arp

noses (sic),” he threatened.
Pakistan also matched the
decisions taken by the Ca-
binet Committee on Secur-
ity chaired by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi on
Wednesday.

These decisions were
announced after a meeting
of Pakistan’s National Se-
curity Council (NSC) in Is-
lamabad, chaired by Prime
Minister Shahbaz Sharif.

A statement issued by
the Pakistan Prime Minis-
ter’s office said that the
NSC had expressed “con-
cern over the loss of tou-
rists’ lives” and “unequivo-
cally condemns terrorism
in all its forms and manifes-
tations”, but criticised the
measures taken by India in
response to the Pahalgam
attack as “unilateral, un-
just, politically motivated,
extremely irresponsible
and devoid of legal merit”.

The Pakistan NSC
warned that any attempt to
“stop or divert the flow of
water belonging to Pakis-
tan as per the Indus Waters
Treaty”, would be consi-
dered an Act of War.

It also threatened to
cancel other bilateral
agreements with India, in-
cluding the Shimla Accord
of 1972

= Pakistani ® Indian Defence,
airspace shutto | Naval, Air

| Indian-operated | Advisors
airlines told to exit
= Wagah ® High
border, Commission staff
cross-border cut from 55 to 30
transitanc = Blocking Indus
trade closed | flowd
® SAARC visas ‘act of war’;
suspended, Simla Accord
except for Sikh may be held in
pilgrims abeyance

PM warns attackers
of harsh punishment

Amarnath Tewary
PATNA

Paying tributes to those
killed in Pahalgam, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Thursday  emphatically
said that those responsible
for the terrorist attack and
their conspirators will be
punished “beyond their
imagination”.

“The punishment will
be significant and strin-
gent, which these terro-
rists would have never
even thought about,” he
said at Jhanjharpur in Mad-
hubani district of Bihar
during an event to mark
National Panchayati Raj
Day. This is Mr. Modi’s se-
cond visit to poll-bound
State since February 24.

Prime Minister started
his address in Hindi but
suddenly switched to En-
glish, apparently to give his
message to the world.

“Today, from the soil of
Bihar I want to say to the
whole world that India will
identify, trace and punish

Narendra Modi

every terrorist, supporter
and conspirator. We’ll pur-
sue them to the end of the
earth,” he said.

The perpetrators will
face the “full might of In-
dia’s response”, he said.
He also urged the crowd to
observe a minute’s silence
for the victims.

Trains flagged off

On Thursday, he launched
development works worth
over 13,480 crore from
Jhanjharpur in north Bihar.
He also flagged off several
trains, which included the
State’s second Amrit Bha-
rat Express train.

Pakistan shuts
airspace, suspends
trade relations with
India

qIfhEdTe o TIEAH
a¢ T, TR & Wy
itay

Pakistan closed its
airspace to Indian
airliners and suspended
all trade as part of its
response to India’s
actions after the
Pahalgam terror attack.

qiferEde A g A
HTAHAE! gHa & T8 HRA
&Y RS F 9T H

WA RAET & e saa
TR $ 9¢ A fGar 3k
YT SR $Y foefad #
femi

. It warned against any
“misadventure”, suggesting it
expects a military response
from India.

3T fordY 8 "IreTd e &
GTh Acfast &, 58 I8 Hehel

Ao § 7 a8 9Ra & A= wfafear f 37l R @
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The Pahalgam terror attack killed 26 men in Jammu and Kashmir; the attackers
were linked to Pakistan-based Lashkar-e-Taiba.

TN JATcieht gaTel # 179 3R FRAR & 26 ST h gam g3 2 AR FT G
aTferEaTer e TRaT-v-dgar 4 |

‘Act of war’ warning issued by Pakistan

qIfShEdTel GaRT 'ger $Y FHRAGTE AT AdTdsit

Pakistan mirrored India’s Cabinet Committee on Security decisions including
shutting down the Wagah border and reducing High Commission staff from 55 to
30.

IfeREcTet o SR Y Hidare et FFATA & A0TH i Foher I gU aTHT ST HT §g
fe 31X 81§ FAT F FHAIRAT Fr TE&AT 55 F gEEHT 30 F A

It declared Indian defence, naval and air advisors as persona non grata.

38 AR T&TT, AT AR AGRAT FATGHRI Y TR AleT FTeT WY 7 ferm|

Pakistan said any attempt to stop or divert Indus water flow would be considered
an ‘act of war’.

TfeREclTel =1 gl foh S5 FAQY & STeT WaTg I Uhal AT AN HT FS off T "I
FRIGEY AT ST

SAARC visas held by Indians were cancelled, but Sikh pilgrims were exempted.
AR & 9T FAlSg A1 A Teg A T I, itk e et w ge & o
The Kartarpur corridor will remain open for the present.

RregTer FTARY FINSK Felr @

Pakistan’s Defence Minister accused India of planning an all-out war.

qTfehEclTeT o T&TT /3t o $TRT o) qOT Jeer Y ANSTAT STl T 3R ofan|

He warned that if Pakistani citizens are attacked, Indian citizens would not be safe
and threatened that Indians would "pay through their noses".

ﬁﬁmaﬁsaﬁmmwmgmﬁwmgﬁaaﬁ
gier 3R erreht &Y o TR o sweht HTY e gavredt 3elt|

Decisions were made after a meeting of Pakistan’s National Security Council
chaired by Prime Minister Shahbaz Sharif.

Y 0T qifEarer Y TS FIaT aRwe (NSC) i daeh # forw 71w, foraehr 3rezretar
TETAFAT QgaTeT A o Fr

Pakistan PM’s office issued a statement condemning the killing of tourists and
terrorism in all forms.

IFREAT THTAHAT FIEATAT o U TATeT ST X GAEH! T §dT 3N 3Mawarg & g3t wai
& foler T |

However, it called India’s reaction to the Pahalgam attack as “unilateral, unjust,
politically motivated, extremely irresponsible and devoid of legal merit”.
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e The NSC reiterated that interference with Indus Waters Treaty will be treated as an

act of war.
NSC & YeTr T & §59 el 6ty 7 fordlY 3ft ae Y 5013 A ey A FEGET AT
SITQATT |

o Pakistan also threatened to cancel other bilateral agreements including the Shimla
Accord of 1972.

arferEdret & 1972 $r v gagitar aRd 3+ gfavaa wasilal w1 g ¥ $r ot aaehr
&l
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Brace for longer flights to
Gulf, Europe and the US. as

Brace for Longer
Flights to Gulf,
Europe and the
U.S. as Pakistan

Pakistan shuts its airspace ~ shuts its
[cs Paper Il India-Pakistan | Airs pace

Pakistan’s decision to close
its airspace for all Indian
airlines will force domestic
carriers to take a longer
route to destinations in the
Gulf region, Europe, the
U.K. and North America
that will likely lead to a
spike in airfares.

The National Security
Committee of Pakistan de-
cided to close Pakistan air-
space for all Indian-owned
or operated airlines, ac-
cording to a media state-
ment issued by the Pakis-

Disruption ahead: IndiGo said some internati

= =
onal flights may be

impacted due to the closure of Pakistan’s airspace. B. VELANKANNI RAJ

airline cancelled its flights
to Almaty and Tashkent on
Thursday.

Some flights already en
route and scheduled to op-

ney, continued on its path
through Pakistan airspace.

IndiGo’s Sharjah to Am-
ritsar flight 6E 1428 that
took off minutes later was

39 ga1$ &1 HI
¢ LA F HROT
), g ik
AR Y 33
oelt grafY

Pakistan has
closed its airspace

tan Prime Minister’s Office.  erate via Pakistani airspace  seen re-routing short of Pa- .
The restriction also in- had to stop for refuelling kistan nearly one hour into for all Indian
cludes aircraftleased by In-  because of the longer flight  being airborne. airlines . W hich will
dian airlines as well as mil-  path. On February 26, 2019,
itary flights, according to a The impact on re-rout- too Pakistan had shut its force them to take

notice to airmen that fol-
lowed. The NOTAM is valid
until May 23.

“It is expected that
some Air India flights to or
from North America, UK,
Europe, and Middle East
will take an alternative ex-
tended route,” Air India
said in a post on X.

IndiGo said some inter-
national flights may be im-
pacted due to the closure
of Pakistani airspace. The

ing could lead to an in-
crease in flight duration of
up to 20 minutes for some
destinations in West Asia,
and up to 90 minutes for
those in the U.S. resulting
in more fuel burn and
higher airfares.

With the press state-
ment being issued around
4.30 p.m., IndiGo’s Chan-
digarh to Dubai flight 6E
1481 which had minutes
prior commenced its jour-

airspace for all airlines in
the aftermath of the Pulwa-
ma terror attack during
which 40 CRPF soldiers
were killed and the Indian
Air Force (IAF) carried out
air strikes in retaliation in
Balakot, Pakistan. While it
gradually removed restric-
tions for carriers of other
countries, the ban was
withdrawn for Indian air-
lines five months later on
July 16.

longer routes to
destinations in the
Gulf, Europe, U.K.,

and North America.

qrferedre o gaft
HRATT TIATSAT &
foT 3r9a1T gaTs &
9 w1 fear g, foaw

amEY, A9, Z.&. 3R 3R AR & forw oar AT 3rvemer gsam

e This move is expected to lead to a spike in airfares.

SH e A & HRUT §ars [l H Jefor glet &l HHIET g
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o The National Security Committee of Pakistan made the decision, as per a media
statement from the Prime Minister’s Office.

aTfeREclet ST T FRET FIATT o Fg AT foram, SHaT foh Tereta= el ganT STy
GIERIERIGE TR

e The restriction also includes aircraft leased by Indian airlines and military flights, as per
the NOTAM (Notice to Airmen), valid until May 23.

I IS HRAT T eATSeAT SART oilol T felT 37T faATsT 3R Ao 35T+t 0 oY oIe] Bl &,
ST i NOTAM (Notice to Airmen) 3 &gl 31T &, ST 23 AS b TeTaT 38|

e Air India stated that some of its flights to or from North America, the U.K., Europe, and
the Middle East will take alternative extended routes.

TR 33T A &gl o 3R $o 33T Sl 3R IART, ., JUY 3R 7T 99 & ToIw ar agr
T 317l §, 319 danfoudh ofaT AT ol

e IndiGo also said that some of its international flights may be impacted. It cancelled its
flights to Almaty and Tashkent on Thursday.

TSI o 8ff gt foh 3TehT T AW 3Tl TN 3T IS Fohell & | THeT IEaR T AT
31T arererg & 337+ 36g X |

o Some flights that had already departed and were scheduled to pass through Pakistani
airspace had to make refuelling stops due to longer routes.

&S ISTAT T ST TEel &1 35T # Feht AT 3N AThETeT o gaTs &1 & glend STi=il o, ofaT
TEAT e & HRUT ST $RA & [T TehodT TST|

e Flight durations may increase by up to 20 minutes for West Asia and up to 90 minutes
for U.S.-bound flights, leading to higher fuel consumption and costlier tickets.

s CRIAT & fow 331 1 3rafer 7 wererr 20 fAse 3R AR ST arel g1t
37afer 7 ofarsHar 90 fATE T gEfer g Fehcll &, TSTHE SeeT 1 WU 3R feehe 1 HIFAd M|

e The press statement was issued around 4:30 p.m. IndiGo’s Chandigarh to Dubai flight
6E 1481, which had already taken off, continued through Pakistan’s airspace.

O ST SAITTET RATH 4:30 ot ST T arm| S391 & IS9TG & gois & 351+ 6E 1481 it

S THY Yol &1 L@l §éafr, qTfehEdTe o gaTS &1 & 8lehd 35T LT

e IndiGo’s Sharjah to Amritsar flight 6E 1428, which took off later, re-routed nearly an hour
after takeoff, avoiding Pakistani airspace.

$fSIM BT AMRSTTE F TR Y 33T 6E 1428, SN F &I 51 T4 §, I3TeT 9T« & Teh €
STe; TS EcTeT & §aTs 85 & SoId §U AT A Tered TS|

e On February 26, 2019, Pakistan had also shut its airspace after the Pulwama terror
attack in which 40 CRPF soldiers were killed.

26 WE{T 2019 T JeTdTAT 3HTciehT gHel o aTe; 8T TTfehEcllet =1 3= gaTS &1 s & fear
o, {5+ 40 ﬁrmchwam?ra@agtrefn

o Following India’s retaliatory air strikes in Balakot, Pakistan gradually lifted the airspace
ban for other countries but allowed Indian airlines only from July 16, five months later.

ST H IR & STaTel TIX TS & &6 TTThEdTel of YR-6R 317 22t & forw gars &7
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Gloom gives way to rage as kin
of victims raise poor security

There were no security personnel at the time of attack, and nearest security camps are a few kilometres away; officials say
government’s policy is to keep Army away from tourist destinations; no communication signal could be traced, says Shah

S Paper II: Internal Security
Dinakar Peri
Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

s the mortal re-
Amains of the vic-
tims of the April 22

terror attack in Pahalgam
reached their homes on
Thursday, the relatives
raised questions on the ab-
sence of any security pre-
sence in the tourist para-
dise. As many as 26 people
were killed in the terror at-
tack targeted at male tou-
rists, who were singled out
based on their religion.

In Surat, Shital Kalathi-
ya, wife of Shaileshbhai Ka-
lathiya (44), a banker who
was gunned down by terro-
rists, burst out in anger at
Union Minister C.R. Patil
on Thursday, seeking
answers to why there were
no security personnel or a
medical unit deployed in
the area.

Speaking to the Minister
who had arrived to offer
condolences, Ms. Kalathiya
said, “You have so many
VIP cars. Your life matters.
What about the person
who pays tax? There was
not a single military person
present there nor was
there any medical team.”

Expressing anguish: Union Minister C.R. Patil with the wife of Sha|leshbha| Kalathiya, who was killed in
the Pahalgam Terror Attack, during his funeral in Surat on Thursday. AnI

She said Hindus and
Muslims were segregated
and the men among the
former were killed by ter-
rorists who were laughing
and taking selfies after the
shooting. The Baisaran
meadow is accessible only
by foot or on pony. The po-
ny handlers rescued sever-
al injured tourists.

Paras Jain, a resident of
Maharashtra who survived

the attack, told The Hindu
earlier that the firing conti-
nued for 25-30 minutes,
and there were no security
personnel around at the
time of the attack.

Nearest camps

The nearest security
camps are located a few ki-
lometres away. While the
Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) camp is 7 km

popular tourist spot.
22 3 I TS H GU I g S NI & 7 R TR 1 o«
3% B Ug, at aRerel F i aded vae oX gRat i reuityfy w
HdTel 3510

away, the camp of the
Rashtriya Rifles of the Ar-
my is at a distance of 5 km.

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah informed an all-
party meeting on Thurs-
day that Baisaran was
opened for tourists with-
out informing the police
and the hotel owners
should have been responsi-
ble and followed the secur-
ity protocol before sending

the tourists there. The Mi-
nister is learnt to have said
at the meeting that inci-
dent should not have hap-
pened adding that there
was no security there on
the day of the incident.

The Minister is learnt to
have said that the security
agencies could not trace
any communication signal
within a radius of 50 km of
Baisaran for at least five
days before the attack.

He said it was wrong to
make an exaggerated state-
ment that it was a security
failure but the hotels
should have informed the
police that they are open-
ing new spot for the
tourists.

He said following the in-
cident, four spots have
been closed and security
has been provided at other
spots.

“‘No specific inputs’

A defence source said
there were no specific in-
telligence inputs to suggest
that the tourist place could
be targeted by terrorists
and as per the govern-
ment’s policy, Army de-
ployment is consciously
kept away from tourist
destinations.

Gloom Gives
Way to Rage as
Kin of Victims
Raise Poor
Security

gt I 3 el
fifgal & aReret a
3BTT HHSN FI&TT
I3 HaTe

As the mortal
remains of the
April 22 Pahalgam
terror attack
victims reached
their homes on
Thursday, relatives
guestioned the
absence of
security in the

The attack killed 26 people, with male tourists targeted and singled out based on
their religion.

$H g H 26 AN AT ST 378, STET 43 F YR W GEY GASHI HT A e sarm

T

In Surat, Shital Kalathiya, wife of Shaileshbhai Kalathiya (44), a banker who was
killed in the attack, expressed her anger at Union Minister C.R. Patil.
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qXa # ftaer wenfean, [ afcy dAdersims wenfear (44) T dT A 3N gAer A AR a1g,
e w0l W wifeer @ 3raar T s R

e She questioned the lack of security personnel or a medical unit in the area during

the attack.
3ogiet g & el & F Rt ot gRam ot @ AT gfae i srgufeafa = @@
JoM |

e “You have so many VIP cars. Your life matters. What about the person who pays
tax? There was not a single military person nor any medical team,” she said.

Soglet hel, “3Teh T Scet A3TSUT arget &1 3moehr fSieal Argey t@ed &1 s drq ear &,
3Ty foieal &1 Far? a8l Ueh off Afae 81 a1, 7 & IS AfSHa S

o She further stated that Hindus and Muslims were segregated, and Hindu men were killed
by terrorists who laughed and took selfies after the shooting.

3egiet 33T S T gt iR saerTa r 3remer faam aram, 3R feg gt &1 srdearfeat
= Al AR &, S BRIRT & o6 66 & & AR Fehr o & A

e The Baisaran meadow, where the attack occurred, is accessible only by foot or
pony. Pony handlers rescued several injured tourists.

AR °TH FT HETA, STET G E3T, T Fad 4ae AT TCE & ATEAH & YT 1 Wbl B
T AT ATell o FE T TACH! HY T

e Paras Jain, a Maharashtra resident who survived the attack, said the firing
continued for 25-30 minutes, and no security personnel were present at the time.

AeRTSe frard aRE ST, S g 7 57 91T, A I 6 BRARET 25-30 Ade 9% I W@,
3R gwer & wog F15 off gam FaAt Asg 7@ 97|

e Nearest security camps were several kilometres away — the CRPF camp was 7 km
away, while the Army’s Rashtriya Rifles camp was 5 km away.

faspeas guan RIfAR #§ fFaleiet g7 & — Mamdivs fAafaw 7 e g3 3ik dar fr wda
WEHew &1 fAfaw 5 et gy ai|

Amit Shah’s Statement on Security Lapses
AT UTE FT Y& I W q1T

e Union Home Minister Amit Shah informed an all-party meeting that Baisaran was
opened for tourists without informing the police.

AT 778 Fl AT ATE F TGN dow F T B SR FY gforw Y e waen e
gt & fre @ o

¢ He said hotel owners should have followed security protocols before sending
tourists there.

37gIa el & gIce ATfarp! I TACH! FT Ao { Tga FI&TT WEIHIeT HT GTelel FIaAT AT
T
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The Minister acknowledged that there was no security presence on the day of the
incident and said it should not have happened.

#A o TR T o TretT & 18T agl shis FRaTr s et A 3R gl foh T 18T gler
aifgw |

Security agencies could not trace any communication signals within a 50 km radius of
Baisaran for at least five days before the attack.

GHCT U U T&eT Tg el ofeh SR o 50 ThalT oh G & his HUR Hehel o161 (#ell, TAT FI&T
TSIt & Sarm|

Shah said it was wrong to exaggerate the incident as a complete security failure but
emphasized that hotels should have informed authorities before opening a new spot for
tourists.

g o gl Toh 3 TT &l G G { F&TT TAtheldl ST ITeld g9, dAfehed 38 a1 W SR
32T o gl &l AT T T Gielel A Ygol ek T Gid e d1ie T ATl

Following the incident, four tourist spots have been closed, and security has been
tightened at other locations.

e & §1E IR TeeT Tl I 56 Y AT T Y, 3R 37 ST IR FRET T & 1 ¥

No Specific Intelligence Inputs

15 fady gk serqe 7@

A defence source said there were no specific intelligence inputs suggesting that the
tourist area could be targeted by terrorists.

Teh &1 G o ST fob S8 &l o i 9T Githar so1qe w181 & & e Tel I

TdRATTAT GaRT fA/ATAT TATIAT ST Hhell & |

As per government policy, Army deployment is intentionally kept away from tourist
destinations.

LAY AT & HTAR, [T T AATC T STAGSTRT T Fell § G T@T STl 5|
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India to explore options it has ‘never
considered’ under Indus Waters Treaty

[GS Paper II: India-Pakistan

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

India will explore “options
that it has never consi-
dered” under the Indus
Waters Treaty. This could
include withdrawing from
talks around evolving a
new “dispute resolution
mechanism”, changing the
design of its hydro-power
electric projects to allow it
to store greater quantities
of water and deploying
“draw down flushing” of its
reservoirs, a senior official
told The Hindu on condi-
tion of anonymity.

“As an upper riparian
state, we have always been
very responsible. Follow-
ing the Uri attacks (in 2016)
we didn’t, even then, con-
sider options outside of the
IWT. But this time, it may
be different,” they added.

Following the Pahalgam
attack, India announced
on Wednesday that it
would hold the treaty, in
place since 1960, “in
abeyance”.

v (i ura; - y -t~
Big changes: India had announced on Wednesday that it would
hold the Indus Water Treaty in abeyance. FILE PHOTO

Debashree Mukherjee,
Secretary, Jal Shakti Minis-
try wrote a letter to Syed
Ali Murtaza, Secretary, Wa-
ter Resources Ministry of
Pakistan on Thursday in-
forming him that the IWT
“was in abeyance.” “The
obligation to honour a trea-
ty in good faith is funda-
mental to a treaty. Howev-
er what we have seen is
sustained cross border ter-
rorism by Pakistan target-
ing Indian Union territory
of J&K,” her letter noted.

On the surface, it im-

plies that India will stop its
periodic communication
with Pakistan on sharing
hydrological data on the
Indus rivers or keeping it
apprised of infrastructure
work on hydroelectric pro-
jects in the Chenab, Jhelum
and the Indus main, also
known as the western riv-
ers. Even prior to the Pa-
halgam incident, the Per-
manent Indus Commission
— or the teams of experts
from India and Pakistan
that attempt to resolve dis-
putes regarding the shar-

ing of the waters of the In-
dus basin - has not
convened since 2022.

Under the terms of the
treaty, India cannot create
significant  hydro-power
storage on the western riv-
ers and must maintain wa-
ter levels at prescribed le-
vels, to ensure that no
untoward flooding or dis-
ruption of agriculture hap-
pens in Pakistan.

“For India to weaponise
the waters of the Indus, it
has to completely ignore
the IWT. Under the current
terms of the treaty, this
can’t be done,” a scientist
affiliated to the Central Wa-
ter Commission.

However any significant
changes will require a
“techno-economic” feasi-
bility. The location of the
several projects and the
terrain means that there
may be significant invest-
ment required. All of these
would be “long term” and
will require consistent in-
vestment, said one of the
persons cited earlier.

India to Explore
Options it has ‘Never
Considered’ under
Indus Waters Treaty

R Y STer |y &
agd ‘w7 @ 1T
fRAeeal 9T ST R

India will explore options
under the Indus Waters
Treaty (IWT) that it has
never considered before.

R Ry S | (IWT) &
ded W fwedl W AR
HM ot W gl FH faar
Ter T arm|

These options may include withdrawing from talks on a new “dispute resolution

mechanism”,

down flushing” for reservoirs.
31 fashedl H AT "faarg FATYTT T3 WX ST & &1, STol 31Tk FATRd Hed oh TolT
gT331-UTer rotered T ol: F3aTTset, 3R Sreerdl # g1 3131 FeAfR1eT" &l 3u2aT ahdett enfier

& ghaT B

redesigning hydro-power projects to store more water, and using “draw

A senior official stated that as an upper riparian state, India has always acted
responsibly, even after the 2016 Uri attacks. But this time, the response may be

different.

Teh aisa TR o gl foh T FU AGT 817 aTel &2 & §9 H HRA of gALT [FAer &
H1H fhaT &, T8T do fh 2016 & 337 gl & d1G, &1, oifoheT 38 IR ITATshaT 376197 &1 Tehcll

gl

India Puts the Treaty in Abeyance

AR o Y &Y 3rEar=h w7 ¥ fAafad fFar
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Following the Pahalgam terror attack, India announced on Wednesday that it would
place the Indus Waters Treaty (IWT), signed in 1960, “in abeyance”.

JEeIINH 3TAehT el o Se; 3R & ETaR T =yo Y o 1960 3 g5 Y Ster dfer (W)

I "IEARN 9 T Afaa” har S w@r gl

On Thursday, Debashree Mukherjee, Secretary of Jal Shakti Ministry, sent a letter to
Pakistan's Water Resources Secretary stating that the treaty was in abeyance.

TRAR T STef AT HATI I T ST HWSAT o Tiehecilel & STol HETEIT Flea bl T
Aoren giad ferar fo @ e g1

The letter emphasized that sustained cross-border terrorism by Pakistan against Jammu
& Kashmir violates the spirit of the treaty.

T H GTichEdlel GaRT STHH-hHN H STINAR 8T Tg HIAT IR 3HTclehdlq, shl HTET el $TeTTT ol
SeoTgel JdT 1T

Implications on Hydrological Communication

gISSIdlToIeh o §aTg 9T AT

India may stop periodic communication with Pakistan regarding hydrological data and
infrastructure updates on hydroelectric projects in the western rivers — Chenab, Jhelum,
and the main Indus.

AR TR Al — R, 3o 3R Few [y — R gegsaiaes TR f
SITTRRY 3T BTSSIcTToTehel ST ! TTST dlet T UihaT &Y Ueh TehelT &

Even before the Pahalgam incident, the Permanent Indus Commission has not met
since 2022.

U TcaT & Ugel oY, mmm@mzozz%aﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁ%l

Restrictions under the Treaty

| & ded Jfaey

According to the treaty, India cannot create significant hydro-power storage on the
western rivers and must maintain specific water levels to prevent flooding or
agricultural disruption in Pakistan.

HIEr & 37AN, R IRuAT wAfeET o) 37 STel-faegd Jarg w1eT Y ehall 3N e srer
TR ST IGAT AT & TAlfeh TTfehedle] 7 a1G AT i are o g1

A scientist from the Central Water Commission noted that weaponising Indus
waters is not possible under the current terms of the treaty.

HERT ST ITANT T3 T JAToNeh o &gl o Hiolar T 21l & e Y ool &1 AR
STl HI7d +TE1 g1
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Feasibility and Investment Concerns

SqagIaar 3T 3 ¥ 53 72

e Any significant changes to India's water management would require techno-economic
feasibility studies.

HRT &Y ST A & 7 Y 98 Seara & faT gareiehr 31R 3 saagiRear o1 3regaeT

31192 gram|

e Given the terrain and project locations, such changes may require substantial long-term
investments.

mﬁﬁmwmqﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁa@ﬁ@,sﬁaﬂﬂ@%ﬁwm
3R 92 YA W A3 i 3raeTenar el
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Amidst regional ferment, Kurds’ quest for statehood

S Paper |I: West Asia

est Asia is in a geo-engineering

flux not seen since the birth of

Israel 77 years ago. The perennial

Palestinian issue is at a pivotal
moment with an extreme right Israeli
government’s hard-line position at odds with the
Arab States’ insistence on a two-state solution for
the Abraham Accords’ expansion. After the loss
of regional proxies and the resumption of
American “maximum pressure” tactics and
military threat, a weakened and isolated Iran has
agreed to negotiate its nuclear programme. The
toppling of the five decades-old al-Assad regime
has created new paradigms. Although Turkey has
ambitions to reshape Syria, President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan is battling an Intefadah at home.
The decline of oil prices by a fifth in 2025 may
upend the regional economic stability. Amidst
this tumult, U.S. President Donald Trump, the
global disruptor of “Gaza Riviera” fame, is set to
pay his first visit abroad to the Gulf next month.

How does this regional commotion impact a

century-old quest by Kurds for statehood? In the
past century, two diaspora-based states, viz.
Israel and Armenia, have been created in West
Asia. Could Kurdistan be the next or, once again,
likely to be brushed under the carpet as weightier
developments and superpower politics take
precedence? Let us examine the prospects in
some detail.

An unrealised dream

Kurds are not only the biggest minority group in
West Asia, but they are also the world’s largest
ethnic minority without a state of their own.
Estimates vary, but their total population is put at
35 million-45 million. The overwhelming majority
of them live in Turkey (around 17 million, 20% of
the total population), Iraq (9 million, 20%), Iran
(8 million, 10%), and Syria (2.5 million, 10%).
Kurd diaspora exists in Germany (around 1.5
million) and other West European countries.

While Kurds have their sub-divisions, their
common identity is shaped by a shared history
and the craggy geography of Asia Minor.
Anthropological studies put them to be of Old
Mediterranean and Caucasian stock, distinct from
either Turkic, Semitic, or Iranian ethnicities
dominating their existence. While most Kurds are
Sunni Muslims, they are linked to other regional
ethnic minorities, such as Yezidis, Alevi, and
Zoroastrianism.

The Kurds have a reputation for gritty bravery.
Historically, they have often been either exploited
as a geopolitical pawn or subject to suppression
and exclusion. One of the rare occasions when
they led the endgame was in the 12th century
when Salahuddin, a Kurd General, commanded
the Islamic legion to liberate Jerusalem from
crusading Christian armies. The Kurdish quest for
a state has remained unrequited. The nearest the
Kurds came to realising this ambition was at the
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Treaty of Sevres in 1920, negotiated to dismantle
the Ottoman empire. It promised the Kurds an
autonomous state in eastern Turkey. However,
the Young Turks under Kemal Ataturk thwarted
the Kurdistan Homeland project and instead
foisted assertive Turkish nationalism. Since then,
Ankara has single-mindedly suppressed the
identity of Kurds, who were officially called
“mountain Turks”. This repression has
continued: as late as 1994, a Kurdish female MP
was sentenced to 15 years in prison for temerity
to speak a sentence in Kurdish after her
swearing-in about the Kurd-Turk brotherhood.

Counterproductive repression

Turkish repression has been counterproductive:
it led to the formation in 1978 of PKK (Kurdistan
Workers’ Party) by Abdullah Ocalan which has
waged a campaign for Kurdish independence. Mr.
Ocalan was caught in 1999 and is still in solitary
confinement in a Turkish jail. Four decades of
no-holds-barred conflict has killed an estimated
37,000 people. Following the recent softening of
Ankara’s policies, Mr. Ocalan has called for the
cessation of hostilities and PKK declared a
ceasefire on March 15. Turkey has announced a
$20 billion socio-economic reconstruction plan
for the south-east of the country where most
Kurds live but a political package to bring the
Kurds to the Turkish mainstream is still awaited.

The 13-year civil war provided Syria’s Kurds a
rare opportunity to fill in the politico-strategic
vacuum. With substantive American support, a
formidable Kurdish Self Defence Force (SDF) was
created to fight the Islamic State and al-Qaeda.
SDF currently controls nearly 40% of Syria. This
has caused considerable threat perceptions in
Ankara which accuses SDF of helping PKK.
Turkey has sought to checkmate the SDF by
creating exclusion zones and forming a militia
against it. However, the US pressure has
prevented it from an anti-SDF military campaign.
In a potentially far-reaching move on March 11,
the SDF Commander and the interim Syrian
President signed a basic agreement to integrate
the SDF into the new Damascus politico-strategic
architecture. Even otherwise, SDF’s good
fortunes may diminish with the planned
attenuation of American military presence in
Syria.

During Saddam Hussein’s rule, Kurds in
neighbouring Iraq suffered brutal pogroms,
forced deportation and even chemical weapons
attacks. However, the situation changed in 1991
after the U.S. Operation Desert Storm
substantially weakened Iragi hold over Kurds and
a Kurdish Regional Government (KRG) was
formed in 1992. The Constitution of Iraq following
the U.S. occupation of the country granted the
KRG considerable autonomy although a 2017
referendum on Kurdistan Regional
Independence, which received 92% support, was

disallowed by the Iragi Supreme Court stating
that no Iraqi province was allowed to secede.
Meanwhile, oil-rich KRG has sought to assert its
autonomy, often creating a piquant situation with
Baghdad authorities. Following an international
arbitration ruling, oil exports through the
Kirkuk-Ceyhan pipeline have been suspended for
the past two years. Turkish armed forces have
also been active in hitting alleged PKK targets in
KRG. Iran, too, has occasionally attacked the
alleged hostile U.S.-Israeli presence in KRG. Thus,
although KRG has now been around for over
three decades, its existence is still quite tenuous.

The situation of Iranian Kurds

Compared to repression elsewhere in the region,
the Iranian regimes have been marginally benign
to its Kurds who mostly live in the northwest of
the country along mountainous borders with
Turkey and Iraq; some Kurds are also living in the
Khorasan province in the northeast. These areas
lie along the geo-strategic faultlines, forcing Kurds
to choose between loyalty to Tehran, Ankara, or
Baghdad. Unlike in other Kurdish-populated
countries, there are strong ethnic and cultural
ties between Kurds and Persians and some
modern Iranian dynasties were partly of Kurdish
origin. While Tehran has never employed the
same level of brutality against its own Kurds as
Turkey or Iraq, it has always been implacably
opposed to Kurdish separatism. During the long
Persian-Ottoman wars and the recent Iran-Iraq
war, largely Sunni Kurds were often suspected of
being the fifth column of the foreign powers.
Under the Islamic Republic, attempts to
Persianise, and general economic deprivation,
spurred centrifugal tendencies among Iranian
Kurds. With the considerable weakening of the
Iranian state and looming prospects of the
U.S.-Israel military campaign against Tehran,
Iranian Kurds, the country’s largest minority, may
feel encouraged to secede.

Recent weakening of the central authority in
each of the aforementioned four countries has
brightened the prospects of Kurdish statehood
and such proto-states have already emerged in
Iraq and Syria. At the same time, they neither
have a unifying ideology such as Zionism nor a
transnational political entity to dovetail their
statehood to the emerging grand Western
strategy for West Asia. Their hopes rest on the
regional entropy creating a situation conducive to
the creation of a Kurdistan. However, even if such
a pro-Western surrogate Kurdish state is grafted,
it remains to be seen whether it would face
autoimmune rejection (as Israel) from regional
powers or take deep roots.

In short, Kurds’ fate currently swings between
two of their apt proverbs: “It is easy to catch a
serpent with someone else’s hand” and “Kurds
(as a nation) have no friends, except the
mountains.”

Amidst Regional Ferment, Kurds’ Quest for Statehood

& SY-GUe & oI Faf $r Iog TAATOT AT 3rpiam

The changing West Asian geopolitics

Tgeld U 9RaH TRIATS - Weeifas aReew

e West Asia is experiencing a major geopolitical flux unseen since the creation of

Israel 77 years ago.

afRes T 7 O AT 3UE-qUd SE T {7 T 8 Sl 77 Wi uge Sosd
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TYTIAT & d1G, Ael QT IAT|

e The Palestinian issue is at a turning point as the far-right Israeli government clashes
with Arab States over a two-state solution for expanding the Abraham Accords.

TrforeelieT AgaT v Fviaes Alg W § Fif afarordelt gormge FaR 3R 3RT geif & =
ISTEH FAFNA & [GTAR T IR &1-ISC TATHTA T T g |

e A weakened and isolated Iran has agreed to negotiate its nuclear programme after
losing regional proxies and facing renewed American "maximum pressure" tactics.

FHAR T ICT-GeTeT I3 $IT o 3] YIHATI] FIEHA I ST & fT Fe AT al 8,
Fifeh 3T YT A @ feam § 3R AR Y 3rfreha# gama Afer 1 ameer R @r
gl

e The fall of the Assad regime in Syria after five decades is shifting regional power
dynamics.

I ST d1C IHE ATHA HT ool HRAT H &1 e HJ Tl I seel T &

e Though Turkey aspires to shape Syria, President Erdogan is dealing with an Intifada
at home.

et ERAT T GANTSA Tt BT §, eifhet Tseafa walme i gor ¥ var Sfawrar &
HTHAT AT I3 T 8

e A 20% drop in oil prices in 2025 could threaten regional economic stability.

2025 & e Y FrAGT & 20% Y Arae &7 arfle Ruar & @a¥ # 1o gadT B

e U.S. President Donald Trump, known as the global disruptor, is scheduled to make
his first overseas visit to the Gulf next month.

AR Tsgufar eires €u, Do ARaF rfeear b= aret Ad1 & 7 F 1= ST &,
3T AL WY 83T Y 3TAY Igei! RAST IFT W AT R/ &

Kurds' Century-Old Struggle
Fal 1 |t qrer AT T
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e The Kurds remain divided along national, tribal, and intra-ethnic lines, despite
progress in their aspirations for statehood.

Teg, SFetarteta AR Al Sy fsmrerer & ot Faf &t Isg fFARTOT Y JTHIET & FTase
9 eI ST gU E

e Inthe past 100 years, only two diaspora-based states, Israel and Armenia, have
emerged in West Asia.

Roar 100 aut 3 g v & Faor g yard) srenia wse, sesd 3t 3w,
fedca 7 3w &

e The question remains whether Kurdistan will be next or once again overshadowed by
larger geopolitical events.

HaTel g & Toh AT 31aTell HeX FIEFATT o1 G1aTT I 38 Y A $-TrsTediforer eretrait v 3ms
H gargr ST |

An Unrealised Dream
Teh 3TERT WYeIT

o Kurds are the largest ethnic minority in West Asia and also the largest in the world
without their own state.

F¢& IfRas TRIAT # Ha T AT eTHETSF Fofg § 3N gfvar 1 wad 9T HHE €
freterT 3r9TT TrSg 78T €

e Their population is estimated between 35 million to 45 million.

AT TATEHT 73T 3.5 FUT F 4.5 FAT & & 37 TS 8

e Major concentrations are found in Turkey (17 million, 20%), Iraq (9 million, 20%), Iran
(8 million, 10%), and Syria (2.5 million, 10%).

SoTehT S8Y JTETET el (1.7 FS, 20%), 3 (90 WTE, 20%), &0+ (80 &, 10%), 3R
=T (25 9/, 10%) & EAT §l

e A significant diaspora lives in Germany (1.5 million) and other West European
countries.

Teh 3T YaTH! AT ST (15 o) 3R 307 g« g St o1 e aar g1
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Kurdish ldentity and Culture
F6 qedTa AR TPl

Despite internal divisions, the Kurds share a common identity shaped by shared
history and the rugged geography of Asia Minor.

3afe fasrTsTal & STas]g, el T WIS TgaTel 3eish Wi e 3R Tfarm Atz i
wfea stnfas sRFEYRAY & s 8

Anthropological studies trace them to Old Mediterranean and Caucasian roots,
separate from Turkic, Semitic, or Iranian ethnicities.

ATt A 3t e HALIARRIT HR Fherd HT & SAlsd &, S 3o Jibah,
afafesw a1 STt st & 39T AT g

Most Kurds are Sunni Muslims, but they also include Yezidis, Alevi, and followers of
Zoroastrianism.

AR F& ool HREAH 8, Afhet Sofo TSI, Jrerl, R SRICRFETT et & g off
AR B |

A History of Resistance and Repression

faer 3ty goer #1 sfae™

Kurds are known for their bravery, often used as geopolitical pawns or victims of
suppression.

Fal i 3eTeh! TETGH oh ToIT STl STl €, olfehat 3FER o $TTetalifoieh ANGY ool AT &I
fIspR gT|

A rare moment of Kurdish leadership came in the 12th century when Salahuddin, a
Kurdish general, led the liberation of Jerusalem from Christian Crusaders.

124} T 7 FOTgEEN, Uh $& Se1el, o $HIE FHASI A TGACTH Y HeFcl T Teh gelsl
Acfcd T 3TeXT |

The Treaty of Sevres and Aftermath

AT TS 33T 39FT YI1E

The Treaty of Sevres (1920) proposed an autonomous Kurdish state in eastern
Turkey, following the Ottoman Empire’s collapse.
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qdd & §1¢ g3l

e« However, the rise of Kemal Ataturk’s Young Turks led to the rejection of this plan and
establishment of assertive Turkish nationalism.

AifeheT FHTE IATTH F 9T THFH & 36T & HROT g Alolell FFAFHe 81 1S HR AHHF Th
ISEATE ! SraT TH |

e Since then, Ankara has suppressed Kurdish identity, referring to them as “mountain
Turks.”

a9 3R o F& TgT Y gar &, 3R 3% " wrEh gF el

e Evenin 1994, a Kurdish female MP was sentenced to 15 years in prison for speaking
one sentence in Kurdish after her swearing-in.

Igi e foh 1994 & T F¢& ARAT WIS 1 15 FTer Y Folt FH SHTAT & 318 ik Sogiat
Y TGOT & &G Fe; AT Teh a1 dlel &2

Counterproductive Repression
3ecT A ST aTell GHeT

» Turkish repression has been counterproductive: it led to the formation in 1978 of PKK
(Kurdistan Workers’ Party) by Abdullah Ocalan, which has waged a campaign for
Kurdish independence.

bl T &HeT 3eCT 3T STl aTell T6T 8 $HeT 1978 H eged JHsTalleT SarT drha
(Fieware ade urdh) & arae it aRkd fama, oraet et it Faaaar & o i Tomr|
e Mr. Ocalan was caught in 1999 and is still in solitary confinement in a Turkish jail.
1999 3 41 3HISTelleT T TehsT IAT 3R d 37 3 Jeht T el 7 Tehlcd FRIEH A |
e Four decades of no-holds-barred conflict has killed an estimated 37,000 people.
A GRAHT T Gell AT H ST 37,000 AT AR 9T

« Following a recent softening of Ankara’s policies, Mr. Ocalan has called for a cessation
of hostilities and PKK declared a ceasefire on March 15.

BT &1 31 3T & AT 3 e & TG, AT HISTeTeT o AT WATSH FIA HT 3EAT fohaT
3R i F 15 AT 1 Jeurfarmy i ayor $|

e Turkey has announced a $20 billion socio-economic reconstruction plan for the
south-east of the country where most Kurds live, but a political package to bring
Kurds into the Turkish mainstream is still awaited.

bl o 32 & gfRvor-qd feed & forw, STet ifRrehier ¢ 6t €, $20 37 1 anifors-anfds
qAfARTOT JYSTAT Y BT Y §, SAfehe] 376 HETURT & o1 & ToIU Tsteiifora Yt 378l off
CIEGEY
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Opportunity in Syrian Civil War
RIS Tegey 7 A

The 13-year civil war gave Syrian Kurds a rare chance to fill the politico-strategic
vacuum.

13 |Ter o IEIEY o HRAT o Fral i AT folah-RIHANE TTATTeT HIA T Gols AT
fem

With American support, a strong Kurdish Self Defence Force (SDF) was formed to
fight Islamic State and al-Qaeda.

IANH FadT @ $& T 4T T (SDF) H1 IS G317 Sl gEaitfaen €€ AR e-Fraar &
GELl

The SDF currently controls 40% of Syria, which has raised security concerns in
Ankara.

SDF ad#Tet # HRAT FT 40% & frafira Fvar 8, fora@ 3Ry & geam #t e f{ar der
Bt

Turkey accuses SDF of assisting PKK and has created exclusion zones and militias to
counter it.

ehf, SDF TR PKK &l HEIIAT &het 3T 3TRIT o911 & 3R 38 Uehed & TAIT afgrsshor &
AR AR = g &

US pressure has so far prevented a Turkish military operation against SDF.
3AREY gaTd & FHROT HT I Jehi, SDF & Wl e 31fAAmeT & 7767 &Y ar g

On March 11, the SDF Commander and interim Syrian President signed a basic
agreement to integrate SDF into the new Damascus strategic structure.

11 AT T SDF FATST 3R 3aRker HNAS Isgufa o SDF &t aAv gfdres wifas e #
AT Fe & fIT Tah HeT FHASNS W gEAER U

SDF's fortunes may decline with the planned reduction of US troops in Syria.

IR F AN AfAwT A yearfad el & arer, SDF i TAfT AR 8 T 2

Status of Iraqi Kurds

Y Fat hr Rufa

Under Saddam Hussein, Kurds faced pogroms, forced deportations, and chemical
attacks.

HeeTH g o AT H, Frel I gearehis, e fAaTe, 3R Tarafas gaal 1 areer
AT TS|

After the 1991 Desert Storm, Iraqi control over Kurds weakened and a Kurdish
Regional Government (KRG) was formed in 1992.
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8T TIFR (KRG) T I1aT §3T
The Iragi Constitution (after U.S. occupation) granted considerable autonomy to
KRG.

TYFA T IANFT & Feat & F1G o1 SAH FRAUTT o KRG FY GATod FIIAAT & |

A 2017 independence referendum received 92% support but was invalidated by the
Iragi Supreme Court.

2017 & TAAAT SAeTHT WUF T 92% FHY AT, oifehet ST e Y€ o 57 3rder
g Y feam|

KRG, rich in oil, has often asserted autonomy, creating tension with Baghdad.
A A FIHEY KRG & IR FIRIACT SIS ¥, TSIl qarere; o |y et Yer g3 ¢ |

Following international arbitration, oil exports via Kirkuk-Ceyhan pipeline have been
suspended for two years.

HARTSET AEIEYAT & o7, frig-aigr agversa 4 gt af auf @ faefaa 2|

Turkey and Iran have conducted military strikes against alleged PKK and U.S.-Israeli
elements inside KRG.

qehl 3R $0T o1 KRG 817 7 PKK 31X 3RE#r-gamsel aeal W d ot fhv &)
Although KRG has existed for over three decades, its position remains tenuous.

gTeTifer KRG ﬁmaﬁﬁmmawa,mmmmmmgm

Situation of Iranian Kurds

et gt o Fewrr

Compared to other countries, Iranian repression of Kurds has been less brutal.

3= 0T Y Jolell H, ST T FPal T EHT &R FH FI T ¢

Iranian Kurds mostly live in northwest Iran and some in Khorasan; areas near Turkey
and Iraq borders.

SN 6 HET: -G §U 3N o @R H T ;I &7 gt i g A
Tt F o §

These areas lie on geo-strategic faultlines, forcing Kurds to choose loyalty between
Tehran, Ankara, or Baghdad.

ﬁm%mmwﬁﬂﬁ%‘,miﬁaﬁm,MWWﬁﬁmwé?
g farsaT Toreft aaeht #1

There are strong cultural ties between Kurds and Persians, and some modern
Iranian dynasties were partly of Kurdish origin.

Fal 3t TR & ST ASqE wiegp s w6y ¢, 3R T IryfaE SO Tera e w9
TFEHA S |

While Iran did not match the brutality of Turkey or Iraq, it has consistently opposed
Kurdish separatism.
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gTelifeh $T0eT o ot AT FUF SHAT FIAT LT TS, T 3 IHA HRITAR F& HeTTaars F1
faRer fFar &

¢ Inthe Persian-Ottoman wars and Iran-Irag war, Sunni Kurds were suspected of being
foreign agents.

UREHT-3EATAT JeT 3N S50 Jaur & oot Fal W el aral & vole g1 &1 o
foram aram|

e Under the Islamic Republic, efforts to Persianise Kurds and economic deprivation
led to centrifugal tendencies.

FEATHY AVRTST o g, Pl ! IRHT Farar IR 3T sremmar o Rrarerer wgforat o1 siear
e

o With the weakening of Iran and threat of U.S.-Israel campaign, Iranian Kurds may be
encouraged to secede.

$U Y FHSART R IARFT-gormse Ao HFATer bt 3mefeht &, S i 3rerama T 3R
G Thd 81

Prospects and Challenges of Kurdish Statehood

& Tt 1 GG A et

e The weakening of central authority in Turkey, Iraq, Iran, and Syria has improved
Kurdish statehood prospects.

T, 30, $TT 3 R 7 el war 1 FAI 7 TG T T FHGAT HF Aot
T g

¢ Proto-states have emerged in Irag and Syria, but Kurds lack a unifying ideology like
Zionism.

3% IR ARAT A IR 7o 3N §, At et & ure Frafase s vhiga famumn
T 8|

e There is no transnational political entity to integrate Kurdish aspirations with the
Western strategy in West Asia.

aiea TR # afterst Y & 6 RT3t S Siisw aTell IS HAWSE STl
e A8 81

o If a pro-Western Kurdish state is created, it may either be rejected by regional
powers like Israel or take deep roots.

e, Ueh IfRTH FAYF F& TS AT ST &, Al Ig A7 Al SATS Y g &y aferaat
GART WIS T ST HehaTl & AT G TS AT Hehell 8
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India may be first to sign trade
deal: US. Treasury Secretary

|GS Paper II: India-US

Amiti Sen
NEW DELHI

Delhi may the first to final-
ise a bilateral trade agree-
ment (BTA) with Washing-
ton DC, U.S. Treasury
Secretary Scott Bessent
has said.

Negotiations with India
could be nearing comple-
tion because of the latter’s
relatively open trade prac-
tices. And, also because of
the fact that India “does
not impose so many high
tariffs”, making it a proba-
ble frontrunner for an ex-
pedited trade pact, he said.

According to U.S. media
reports, Mr. Bessent said
he expects India to strike
the first bilateral trade
deal, while a potential
agreement with China has
been “set aside” for now.

Mr. Bessent told the me-
dia that the trade talks with
India were “very close” to

India still faces a 10%
tariff, similar to other
nations, under the
U.S. trade policy

reaching a successful con-
clusion as the sub-conti-
nent does not have “so ma-
ny high tariffs.”

“India also has fewer
non-tariff trade barriers,
obviously, no currency ma-
nipulation, very minimal
government subsidies, so
reaching a deal with the In-
dians is much easier,” Mr.
Bessent said.

He was speaking at a
Washington DC event on
the sidelines of the annual
World Bank and Interna-
tional Monetary Fund
meetings. Currently, the
26% reciprocal tariff on In-
dia imposed by the U.S. is
under a 90-day suspen-
sion. This pause expires on

July 8. However, India still
faces a 10% tariff, similar to
other nations, under the
U.S. trade policy.

The higher tariff is part
of a broader strategy by
President Trump to exert
pressure on trading partn-
ers to lower trade barriers
and narrow the U.S’s trade
deficit. Previously, U.S.
Vice President J.D. Vance,
during his visit to India,
had urged the country to
provide access to its mar-
ket and buy more Ameri-
can energy and defence
hardware. “India, we be-
lieve, can go a long way to
enhance energy ties bet-
ween our nations. And one
suggestion I have is maybe
consider dropping some of
the non-tariff barriers for
American access to the In-
dian market,” he had said
in an event in Rajasthan.

(The writer is with The
Hindu businessline)

(BTA) a1 GTAT TgeT &2 &1 Hehell 81

India may be First to
Sign Trade Deal: U.S.
Treasury Secretary

HRT 9gol AR
HASIAT I qTAT &2r
geT HohdT §: AR
ICCKGE]

U.S. Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessent has
stated that India may be
the first country to
finalize a bilateral trade

agreement (BTA) with
Washington DC.

AR faw 7= T
3T & FeT F 9T
arfrares Al F Ty
efaaafr s wasilar

¢ Negotiations with India are nearing completion due to its relatively open trade practices
and because India does not impose many high tariffs, making it a strong candidate for
an expedited trade pact.

HIX & AT SN STaT3TaT FHTICT hi AR § Fifeh 38 AR TagR Fel 8 3R #ARA
3T e 161 I, STEE Ig Teh Aot AR FHAN o fTT Teh Hoted 3FHiedR §eiclm g

e According to U.S. media reports, Mr. Bessent expects India to be the first to strike a
bilateral trade deal, while talks with China have been "set aside" for now.
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g, wq. Aifsar Ruret & 3egan, s sde @1 35e ¢ o 7R uge gfavafir sarar awsitar
HLIM, STafeh HleT o TTY ATAAIT i hclglel "A188" A AT AT ¢ |

e Mr. Bessent mentioned that the trade talks with India were "very close" to a successful
conclusion because India has fewer non-tariff barriers, no currency manipulation,
and minimal government subsidies.

A S o &gl o ARG & 1Y AU aF-I‘r'qu AT § T HRA 7 F IR-geah aTeT,
SIS FaTManipulation, 3R 7gera# TIHRT Afews 1

e He emphasized that reaching a deal with India is much easier due to its favorable trade
environment.

3egie SR fear for 9T & 1y GleT a1 Sl 3T & SFifeh TR SATIIR aTATa’T
s 1

e Mr. Bessent was speaking at a Washington DC event during the annual World Bank
and IMF meetings.

At 9dc T faeg dF 31t IMF 3= & Siua afRieres S & v FRIFF F T ® T

e Currently, a 26% reciprocal tariff on India imposed by the U.S. is under a 90-day
suspension, expiring on July 8.

TAAT A, HRA I 3ARBT SIRT 91T 91T 269 TREIRE ek 1 90 et & ol &
oI @M a7 §, St 8 S[eT§ hl HHTC 81 1T ¢

e However, India still faces a 10% tariff, similar to other countries, under U.S. trade policy.
glelifeh, 8T T 10% e ohl HTHAT el TSl 8, i 3 SRl o FHT g, JHNHT AR
i & dgdl

e The higher tariff is part of a broader strategy by President Trump to pressure trading
partners to lower trade barriers and reduce the U.S. trade deficit.

3T Yoh AU TFT T Ueh AT I0TaATT ohT TEEHT &, TTEehT 36037 AR HefieRT )
GaITd STelelT § e & ST STLTHT 1 A Y 3N . UH. SR 1T I EeT|

e U.S. Vice President J.D. Vance, during his visit to India, urged the country to provide
access to its market and buy more American energy and defense hardware.

0. ST A & F 3= R AT & ERTA G W YA TSR T Ig TeTeT Hlal
AR 3178 3ARRT Foll 3R 8T gTSae West 1 3HTaIg T |

e Mr. Vance suggested that India might consider removing non-tariff barriers to
American access to the Indian market.
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DPATRIC

A &8 A Gera AT o R IR-eeF a3 HY gee W IAaR T Thdl § arfes 3@
WHEFCI?H#WWTETWI

TOPICS COVERED GS Paper I1l: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, 1IS)

1.

Tourists taken to meadow without police permission

gt @1 faeT gferw segafa & o & Aee 7 @ S arn

. T.N. bans mayonnaise made from raw eggs for a year,

citing health risk
affrereg o FareeT @ F FROT v 9§ & v F2 wsr @

gl AQNAST 9T IfAaer oomam

. After Terror Attack, Militaries of India, Pak. on High Alert

AT gHS & d1¢ AR 3R TfFEdreT I AA1C 3= gddhdr
Ty

. CISF Takes Over Security of Lengpui Airport in Mizoram

fASIRE & QTqE gaTSargs it YT &1 fFAT CISF F werelr

. DCGI Urged to Lay Down Stringent Guidelines on Use of

New Antibiotics
IS TAaraIfes cansit & 39T W & fen-Adr aa F:a &
foT DCGI ¥ 31318

. The Mosquito Effect: How Malarial Chaos Influenced

Human History

TSI TG HRIT & IRTSThdT of AT 3TAeT S Fd
gaTiad fhaT

. Text neck’: mobile phones are reshaping our spines

TFEE AP’ AEISA B gAR TITST HI T A PR W&
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8. Is the World Trade Organization still relevant?
FIT go8 8 AR (WTO) 3 ot yrafars 872
9. Where Tariffs Trump Economics

oI R aredherres 9T g g S &

10. On Jammu and Kashmir post Pahalgam terror
attack

YEITH HTAH §HA & 91 STF-HIHAR T

11. Power and Freedom: On the Senthilbalaji Case
afFa 3k Fadaarn AfeETaS AT W

12. New Delhi must act in concert with Srinagar to
Isolate terrorists

TS feodl F1 SR & ATy AT ATdRaTedT Y 3Tea-eT
FIA & fIT H1 HET TIRT
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“Tourists taken to
meadow without
police permission’

e b

Pay homage: Leaders observing a two-minute silence as a tribute
to those killed in the Pahalgam attack in New Delhi on Thursday. AnI

Sobhana K. Nair

Vijaita Singh

NEW DELHI

IGS Paper lil: Internal Security |
An all-party meeting held
on Thursday in the wake of
the Pahalgam terrorist at-
tack unanimously pro-
mised support to the
Centre in its war against
terrorism, Union Parlia-
mentary Affairs Minister
Kiren Rijiju said. There was
no police permission for
tourists to visit the Baisa-
ran meadow, where the in-
cident that claimed 26 lives
on Tuesday occurred, offi-
cials told the meeting. De-
fence Minister Rajnath
Singh chaired the meeting
that lasted for more than
two hours.

Mr. Rijiju said the De-
fence Minister detailed the
decisions taken by the go-
vernment following the
terror attack. “IB and
Home Ministry officials
briefed the all-party meet-
ing on how the incident
took place and where the
lapses occurred,” Mr. Rijiju
said. He added that the
meadow was away from
the main road and was ac-
cessible only by foot or po-
ny. “It takes two to two-
and-a-half hours to reach
there,” he said.

According to Opposition
sources, Union Home Mi-
nister Amit Shah informed
the meeting that the mea-
dow was opened to tou-
rists without police per-

mission, and in two days,
more than 1,000 people
had visited. He said while
there was no security pre-
sence at Baisaran on the
day of the incident, 500 se-
curity personnel were pre-
sent in Pahalgam on the
day and that it took around
45 minutes to trek to the
spot. The Minister also stat-
ed that they could not
trace any communication
signal within a radius of 50
km of Baisaran for at least
five days before the attack.
The terrorists did not use
any communication dev-
ice, the Minister is said to
have informed the
parliamentarians.

‘Security failure’

Leader of the Opposition
in the Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi reportedly re-
marked that it was a “glar-
ing security failure” and it
was astonishing that thou-
sands of people were
roaming in an area without
the knowledge of the
police.

Mr. Gandhi said that in-
stead of admitting that
there was a security failure
the government gave a
long lecture on its achieve-
ments in the past 10 years
and plans for the next 10
years. He said that if the
terrorist group Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LeT) was using new
tactics, then what was the
preparedness of the securi-
ty forces.

Tourists taken to meadow without police
permission

gdeat I e gfere srgafa & & Aewe
# o STHRIT 1T

An all-party meeting was held on Thursday
after the Pahalgam terrorist attack, where all
parties unanimously supported the Centre in its
fight against terrorism, said Union
Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju.

TGS T §HA & 16 TR HI TF Ao

do& 3maSra & 718, Srad wsi wiféat A srasae
& AP g TIHR H GHAA &oF FT GIUFATT T

Ry &

. Officials informed the meeting that there was no police
permission for tourists to visit the Baisaran meadow, where
the attack killed 26 people on Tuesday.

TTRIHFTRAT 7 Jooh 7 TarT ok T AR 917 & AT H FAITAR
1 gHA1 gIAT IR 26 ST A AT g8, I67 T F I F fAw Fg
gfew sregafa it o

. The meeting was chaired by Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh and lasted more than two hours.

Y S&F T TETETAT 8T H3 A1 R[g A Fr iR g dowm arae
T rfare =el|

. Kiren Rijiju stated that the Defence Minister briefed the
parties on decisions taken after the attack.

feptor RIS o1 S foh Tat 73t F g3er & 918 @R gan faw
T el Y AR

. Intelligence Bureau and Home Ministry officials also
explained how the incident occurred and where the lapses
were.

GRFaT s 3R 8 FATerT & AfAFIRAT 7 o A o weew F&
g$ 3R Fel 7 g5
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Rijiju said the meadow was away from the main road and accessible only by foot
or pony, taking two to two-and-a-half hours to reach.

RTSr] ¥ et o 7 oI &1 HeTe 7TT T5H § g 4T 3R Tg1 Hae Jerer a1 2eg A & Tgn
ST W 4T, fSHe al & o7é e oo & |

According to Opposition sources, Union Home Minister Amit Shah informed that
the meadow was opened to tourists without police permission.

faraeft @t & aream, Frr g w6 3T arg 7 warn 6 R gfew srgaAfa  wdewt
U & AT 7 S oy JregaAfar &Y 7§ oY
In just two days, more than 1,000 people visited the spot.

&% g =t 3 1,000 #mmmwwq@al

There was no security at Baisaran on the day of the incident, though 500 security
personnel were present in Pahalgam.

TeAT & oo SARET # FYS FI&T cqaeqT 71 oY, STafeh qgerams 3 500 FRaTmwHT darer o
It took around 45 minutes to trek from Pahalgam to Baisaran.
TENTA § SARA a0 dgel Tgaa & Srsier 45 e T ¢

Amit Shah also informed that there were no communication signals within a 50 km
radius of Baisaran for five days before the attack.

AT A1g o g Y TR o gAS | Ui et Tge SR & 50 oAt & gy F F1§ §uR
Raerer s1EY &M
The terrorists did not use any communication device during the attack.

HTaFaredl A g F R P TUR 3YHIVT FHT 3YANT A fhaT|

‘Security failure’, says Rahul Gandhi

&M RAerdr, Tger aeh F Fgr

Rahul Gandhi, Leader of the Opposition in Lok Sabha, remarked that it was a
glaring security failure.

wTehersT 3 faueT & AT Tger el o et o Ty Fve AT fAherar 2|

He expressed astonishment that thousands were moving in such an area without
the police knowing.

3egiol ATREY ST o goIRT ofler ¥ &1 7 g7 T8 & 3R gforw Y Serarl @ w8t ot
Gandhi criticized the government for not acknowledging the failure and instead
delivering a long speech on its past and future achievements.

TN & TR T AT I fob 3qA GR&T fABerdr Y TR F AT 9919, 39 o
3R 3memet 10 Tt it sTaTeT W oaT stTor R

He questioned the preparedness of the security forces if Lashkar-e-Taiba was
using new tactics.

3egiol HaTer fahaT foh 3R TRF-T-AIaT 7 TOTAIT 39T T@T 8, T & el T Ay arar
ofr?
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T.N. bans mayonnaise made from
raw eggs for a year, citing health risk

[GS Paper I1i: S&T |
The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu has banned
the manufacture, storage,
and sale of mayonnaise
prepared from raw eggs for
a period of one year with
effect from April 8. The
ban was issued in the inter-
est of public health, as
mayonnaise made of raw
eggs is a “high-risk food”
carrying a risk of food
poisoning.

According to a notifica-
tion issued in the Govern-
ment Gazette by Principal
Secretary and Commis-
sioner of Food Safety R.
Lalvena, any activities re-
lated to any stage of manu-
facture, processing, pack-
aging, storage,
transportation, distribu-
tion, food services, cater-

. i

Mayonnaise made of raw eggs
is a ‘high-risk food’ carrying a
risk of food poisoning.

ing services and sale of
mayonnaise prepared
from raw eggs is prohibited
in the State under Section
30 (2) (a) of the Food Safety
and Standards Act, 2006.
Mayonnaise is a semi-so-
lid emulsion, generally
composed of egg yolk, ve-
getable oil, vinegar, and

other seasonings, served
with food items such as
shawarma.  Mayonnaise
made of raw eggs is a high-
risk food as it carries a risk
of food poisoning, espe-
cially from Salmonella bac-
teria, Salmonella typhimu-
rium, Salmonella
enteritidis, Escherichia co-
li, and Listeria Monocyto-
genes, the notification
said.

A number of food busi-
ness operators use raw egg
for the preparation of
mayonnaise, and improp-
er storage facilitates con-
tamination by micro or-
ganisms that creates a
public health risk, particu-
larly by Salmonella typhi-
murium, Salmonella enter-
itidis, Escherichia coli, and
Listeria Monocytogenes, it
said.

In any specific circum-
stances, on the basis of an
assessment of available in-
formation, and if the possi-
bility of harmful effects on
health is identified but
scientific uncertainty per-
sists, provisional risk man-
agement measures to en-
sure that health is
protected can be adopted
as per the Act, pending
further scientific informa-
tion for a more compre-
hensive risk assessment, it
added.

The notification said
that no food business oper-
ator should manufacture,
store, sell, or distribute
any food which, for the
time being, is prohibited
by the Food Authority,
Central government, or
State government in the in-
terest of public health.

T.N. bans
mayonnaise
made from raw
eggs for a
year, citing
health risk

dffrereg &
Tareey @A
& HROT Th a¥
& fow = 37t
q T FAAQAT
9T gfaaer seman

Tamil Nadu has banned the manufacture, storage, and sale of
mayonnaise made from raw eggs for one year, starting from April 8.

aferTg o 8 Irfier @ U a¥ & fAw w2 33T @ it FAAeier & fAsAor, ssror
3 fshr av wferer oo = §1

e The ban has been issued in the interest of public health, as mayonnaise made
with raw eggs is considered a “high-risk food” that can cause food poisoning.

g UTaaYT FTAEARELT & fgd & 91T 9737 § Fifeh Fed 33T A T AAAST 1 3T
SNTAHA relT WIET IG1 AT A1 8, [T 68 digaafiar a1 dohc 8
e As per anotification in the Government Gazette by Principal Secretary and Food

Safety Commissioner R. Lalvena, all activities related to the mayonnaise made
from raw eggs are prohibited under Section 30(2)(a) of the Food Safety and

Standards Act, 2006.

vE wita 3R G et AT AR, dredar GaRT SR @R Tere AftrgeEe &
IIER, FeA 33t F Tl AR § aftra waft afafaferai s fasior, ywestor, 3350,
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2006 &Y &RT 30(2)(a) F ded yfaefa &1

e Mayonnaise is a semi-solid emulsion typically made with egg yolk, vegetable oil,
vinegar, and seasonings, and is often served with dishes like shawarma.

AU UF Y- FHACUA gl §, S THAAT: 33 At 7Y, aaeafa d«, Ry 3
FHTAT @ TS ST & 3R 37FaR AMawAT S sHorat F |rer wdY St B

e Mayonnaise made from raw eggs is considered high-risk due to the possibility of
contamination by bacteria such as Salmonella typhimurium, Salmonella
enteritidis, Escherichia coli, and Listeria Monocytogenes.

Fod ST F Tl AR FI 3o ATQHA ITAT WG AT AT §, FiTeh 3HH Salmonella
typhimurium, Salmonella enteritidis, Escherichia coli 3 Listeria Monocytogenes

S SFORIT ¥ FFHAT T AT BT &

e Many food business operators use raw eggs for preparing mayonnaise, and
improper storage can lead to contamination by micro-organisms, causing public
health risks.

% WG STqUT Fo HET HT ITANT AGAS a1 A FA 8, 3N T HSROT & FEA
SH1at GaRT HHACT g1 Tehcl ¢, [oTEE STIEARELY 1 el 3o il &
e In such specific circumstances, if there is a possibility of harmful effects on health

but scientific uncertainty remains, provisional risk management measures may be
adopted as per the law.

o fafirse aRfeufaat &, Sia FareeT @ aifasne e i wemaen g afFT dafas
FISEAT 1 @Y, I IEURY A Taitrer 3T Y FPeT & IHTHR HTATAT AT Hehell |

e These measures may be taken to ensure health protection until more scientific
information becomes available for comprehensive risk assessment.

FATELY Y FR&T GARETT F3at & fAT A 3917 T qF H9AC ST Tl § 19 aF 3 A+
i SATTHRT 3T o 81 ST 3R SATIF AEH HeaTdT H7d o 81 AT

e The notification further stated that no food business operator should
manufacture, store, sell, or distribute any food that has been prohibited by the
Food Authority, Central, or State Government in the interest of public health.

FOgE=T # 3 F77 141 ¥ FE oft Wiy cwawrh ¥Ar F1$ Wiy g AT, HIRT,
farsh a1 Rrawor 7t % wwan, 50 SevareeT & fa # weg wiftewor, F 91 97 R
gar wfaafare foar s gl

Page46

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

9]

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

After terror attack, militaries
of India, Pak. on high alert

Amid escalating tensions, the Indian Navy’s latest guided missile destroyer INS Surat fired a

medium-range surface-to-air missile against a ‘sea skimming’ target in the western Indian Ocean

|GS Paper lIl: Internal Security |

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

ensions between
T India and Pakistan
escalated sharply

on Thursday, with wides-
pread expectations of pos-
sible punitive strikes by In-
dia in response to the
Pahalgam terror attack.

This follows several di-
plomatic measures target-
ing Pakistan, which res-
ponded with counter
measures, even while the
militaries of both countries
remain on high alert.

Amid escalating ten-
sions, the Indian Navy’s lat-
est guided missile des-
troyer INS Surat fired a
medium-range surface-to-
air missile (MRSAM)
against a “sea skimming”
target in the western In-
dian Ocean.

This came just before
Pakistan issued a “Nav
area” warning for live fir-
ing in the Arabian Sea
spread over a vast area pa-
rallel to a major portion of
its coastline and Exclusive
Economic Zone (EEZ).

These developments

On the boil: The Navy’s guided missile destroyer INS Surat carries
out precision cooperative engagement of a sea skimming target. ANI

come amid speculation
that India may strike
against terrorists or terro-
rist infrastructure across
the Line of Control (LoC),
strengthened by Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi’s
warning that “India will
identify, track and punish
every terrorist, their han-
dlers and their backers.”
The widespread percep-
tion is also a result of In-

dia’s past responses to ma-
jor terror attacks,
including the Uri surgical
strikes in 2016 and the Ba-
lakot air strike in 2019.
“The Indian Navy’s lat-
est indigenous guided mis-
sile destroyer INS Surat has
successfully carried out a
precision cooperative en-
gagement of a sea-skim-
ming target, marking a sig-
nificant milestone in

strengthening the Navy’s
defence capabilities,” a Na-
vy official said.

The cooperation en-
gagement means that the
detection of the incoming
threat, its classification,
and then triggering the
missile launch to shoot it
down was done by more
than one platform in real-
time coordination.

Aircraft carrier at sea
Meanwhile, indigenous air-
craft carrier INS Vikrant,
which is based at the Kar-
war port on the western
seaboard, is on deploy-
ment in the Arabian Sea as
shown by satellite images.

The Indian Air Force’s
Akraman exercise is under
way in the central sector.
Defence sources said this is
a routine training exercise
held regularly.

Officials said that any
military option exercised
by India should factor in
the escalation matrix,
while choosing both what
option to exercise and also
the nature of the target, as
it will certainly invite a res-
ponse from Pakistan.

After Terror Attack, Militaries of India, Pak. on High Alert
T gH F d1¢ HRT 3 IfFTATeT Y AATT ITT Fahdl W

Tensions between India and Pakistan escalated sharply on Thursday
due to the Pahalgam terror attack, raising expectations of possible

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page47



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

g il CONTACT: 9971932488

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

punitive strikes by India.

TECINTH AT A & HROT TR P TR IHR arfdearer & @i qama ash
¥ 9% 19T, FrEd AR EaRT GAITAd EsTcAs gAa Y 3FAE a5 1§ &

India took several diplomatic measures targeting Pakistan, which responded with
countermeasures, while both militaries remain on high alert.

HRA o IIFREaT & f&eE 8 Feadifas Fer 3o, S STare 7 uiferedrer 7 it
wferardt e 31T, Safer 2t & 1 FAT 35T Fakar W a4 g8 ¥

The Indian Navy’s latest guided missile destroyer, INS Surat, fired a medium-range
surface-to-air missile (MRSAM) at a “sea-skimming” target in the western Indian
Ocean.

AT AT & Aderas RAERIT A Reaws Od INS Surat ¥ IREH T Ag™RR
# W-RFfAT Ta7 W e 7ead gt Y Tag @ a1 # AR A dre) AAsa (MRSAM)
graft|

Soon after, Pakistan issued a “Nav Area” warning for live firing exercises in the
Arabian Sea across a wide region parallel to its coastline and Exclusive Economic
Zone (EEZ).

FHF A T1E TfHEATT o 3R FPR A 379« a3 Ay 3nfds &7 (EE2) & woAWiear
Reqa &t # T wrafer srsama F AT "Nav Area" Jarastt it #

These developments have led to speculation that India may launch strikes against
terrorist infrastructure across the Line of Control (LoC).

3o HCATHAT F FRUT I Heha oINS AT @) & o 3R fA=01 IW@T (LoC) F UK Tdshardy
Tl 9T gHe HT ThdT ¢

This is reinforced by Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s statement that “India will
identify, track and punish every terrorist, their handlers and their backers.”

TUTAHA A¥g AIGT % 39 941 § g AR A g1 ¢ fF “0Ra g awardy, 3a%
AT 3T TASHT A ggarer HI, AR Dot Hen 3R 37 EfFa F7 |

Public perception is influenced by India’s previous responses to major terror
attacks, such as the Uri surgical strikes in 2016 and the Balakot air strike in 2019.

STSTdT Y RO AR T ATell T8 3dhT geansit W) i 1 yfafFranst @ wnaa &, 59
2016 & 3 wioiwd FeEs 3T 2019 # TAHIE TIX FTEHEF|

A Navy official said that INS Surat’s engagement with the sea-skimming target
marked a significant milestone in enhancing the Navy’s defence capabilities.

T AT AfUSERY o F@T fF INS Surat gaRT H-RFHAT T6 9T goa o ARy & e
STHATHT F AT FA # Uk Ageaqut Hier &7 Tea? T frar |

The cooperative engagement involved detection, classification, and missile
launch by multiple platforms in real-time coordination.
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¢ INS Vikrant, India’s indigenous aircraft carrier based at Karwar port, is currently
deployed in the Arabian Sea, as seen in satellite imagery.

INS Vikrant, St TR T Faeft RATTaEs 919 § 3R FER de3ae ) U9 §, frdegre
3T PR A da1T &, S fF deamge Rt & gar goar g1

e The Indian Air Force is conducting the 'Akraman’' exercise in the central sector as
part of routine training.

HRAT I VAT el e H " SMFHAT 73010 < @) ¢, ST van afire wilrator srsama
&1 feear 81

o Officials emphasized that any military option by India must consider the
escalation matrix before selecting the nature and scope of the target.

IfFIRET & AR G&T e & 3R g@rT fanelt off A farew &1 3raee @ g 38 gefr
& X (escalation matrix) W =R F& g, 3 @& Aty s ary &t
IAUTAEF TIT FIAT g1, Fiteh Tg ffRaa w7 & wrfereare $r wfafrar wt smafa
|
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CISF takes over security of
Lengpui airport in Mizoram

The Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) took
over the security of Mizoram’s Lengpui Airport
on Thursday. Lengpui became the 69th airport in
India to come under the protection of the
national civil aviation security force. The CISF
said it would work closely with local authorities
and other stakeholders to develop and
implement advanced security protocols that
were effective, convenient and people-friendly.
“These enhanced measures aim to provide
passengers with a secure and seamless travel
experience, while proactively addressing
emerging threats such as terrorism, smuggling
and other unlawful activities,” it said.

HAT 3R 3¢ A FIAT |

CISF Takes Over
Security of Lengpui
Airport in Mizoram

farsier & dergs
FATS3TSS T JI&TT &l
fSIFAT CISF & §ATAT

. On Thursday, the Central
Industrial Security Force (CISF)
took over the security of Lengpui
Airport in Mizoram.

TEAN T FAIT iAo Feam oo
(CISF) & AR & olrqs garsargs
Y &I A AR el

. Lengpui became the 69th

airport in India to come under
CISF protection.

SHTYE R T 6947 FATSIHZST el
AT & ST CISF Y &I & deel
gl

. The CISF announced that it

would work closely with local
authorities and stakeholders.

CISF a =vurr Y fF a8 =T
FOFIRET 3R 377 RauR=+ F a7
AT 1 HEN|

. The goal is to develop and
implement advanced security
protocols that are effective,
convenient, and people-friendly.

SHHT 36437 waTel, Yhaureres AR
SeTfgere et NPl Fwfaa

e These enhanced security measures aim to ensure a secure and seamless travel

experience for passengers.

¥ oot AT 3UTT A1TAAT T FGRI&T 3R TET AT I Vel Fa & 3eaed ¥ freare

gl

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

PageSO

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

©

w

Patrioftic (-

Pathshala
www.patrioticias.in

9]

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

e They will also proactively address emerging threats such as terrorism, smuggling,
and other unlawful activities.

¥ 3UTT Tcihare, TERG AR 3T Aehrefet arfafaftrat st sach g8 gatfot w1 afa
T & WIHAT FLA A AGG FL |

DCGI urged to lay down stringent
guidelines on use of new antibiotics

|GS Paper Iii: S&T |

Ramya Kannan
CHENNAI

Infectious diseases experts
have flagged the overuse of
a potent antibiotic leading
to it losing its efficacy, and
drug resistance. The Drugs
Controller General of India
(DCGI) has been urged to
lay down strict pathways
for these newer antibiotics,
so that they are not mis-
used by practitioners.

Abdul Ghafur, infectious
diseases specialist and
founder of the AMR Decla-
ration Trust, has written to
Rajeev Singh Raghuvanshi,
DCGI, about ceftazidime-
avibactam. “One of the
most potent antibiotics
currently available in our
armamentarium is rapidly
losing its efficacy due to ex-
tensive, irrational, and un-
controlled use.”

The drug which was in-

R
-

Two new, powerful antibiotics
are about to enter the Indian
market.

itially registered with the
U.S. FDA in 2015 and ap-
proved in India three years
later is a last-line antibiotic.
It is to be used as targeted
therapy for certain carba-
penem-resistant gram-ne-
gative infections and not
prescribed as a broad spec-
trum antibiotic.

Dr. Ghafur, however,
claims it is already being
misused in the community.

resistance.

HertHe AT 3T o e afaaeme THarfRs & 3cafOF 3TN ) e Idaal &1 §,
fored yemraaRar w8 W ¢ 31X 397 o 9¢ @

e The Drugs Controller General of India (DCGI) has been urged to establish strict
usage pathways to prevent misuse by practitioners.

R ¥ 3 FgfAgas (DCGI) & 3mrg forar a=m & f6 3§ 359 avg Y gan3it & fov aea
39T ARG RIFIT T Y drfeh Rifhedehl SaRT geoaT 7 81|

e Abdul Ghafur, infectious diseases specialist and founder of AMR Declaration
Trust, has written to DCGI regarding the misuse of ceftazidime-avibactam.

HHEAF AT fadrwat 3 AMR BFRUT T & FEAIF el MET o DCG| FY
ceftazidime-avibactam & geUTaT &Y ey I fer@r g |

e He warned that one of the most potent antibiotics is rapidly losing efficacy due to
irrational and uncontrolled use.

“To overcome this resis-
tance, aztreonam is often
added to ceftazidime-avi-
bactam, unfortunately, re-
sistance has now emerged
even to this combination,
due to irrational use.”

The problem, he ex-
plains, is that while the
DCGI has licenced the
drug, it has only provided
indications for use. There
are no clear-cut pathways
laid out, and nothing to de-
ter mis-prescriptions.

This trend could erode
the huge gains secured in
India primarily with the
ban on use of colistin as a
growth promotion drug
amongst poultry, in recent
times.

Rational use

There are two new very
powerful antibiotics that
are about to enter the In-
dian market, Cefierocol

and Cefepime-zidebactam.
Dr. Ghafur urges the DCGI
to kick in with antibiotics
stewardship: “We need
these drugs in India. Ho-
wever, their use must be
restricted strictly to infec-
tions where no other effec-
tive alternatives exist. Edu-
cation alone is not enough;
we need a clear regulatory
pathway to ensure the ra-
tional use of these mole-
cules from the moment
they are licenced.”

“If we do not act now,
we risk losing the few the-
rapeutic options left. An-
timicrobial resistance
(AMR) is already a serious
crisis in our country. With-
out urgent and strong ac-
tion, it may escalate to an
unmanageable level. We
cannot change the past —
but we still have time to act
for the immediate future,”
he says.

DCGI Urged to Lay
Down Stringent

Guidelines on Use
of New Antibiotics

IS vdErafes
gar3it & 39T «
& feam-fader ax
3l & AT DCGI &
AT

. Infectious diseases
experts have flagged the
overuse of a potent
antibiotic, leading to loss of
efficacy and rising drug

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website :

patrioticias.in

Page5 1



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

g il CONTACT: 9971932488

Iegiel IaraT o gad afFaee vderifts & ¥ v gar sfadwqet 3R e saair

& FRUT doil W Y THIGHIRET @Y @Y T

e This drug was first registered with the U.S. FDA in 2015 and approved in India
three years later.

TE gal T8l 2015 # IARHT & FDA H ITees g5 A 3R ofier arer o s1a # Ay el
ot

e ltis considered a last-line antibiotic meant for targeted therapy of carbapenem-
resistant gram-negative infections.

g A 39 Y e sd A I §, O FreNaa-afadt aa-aafea awaon -
T8 3R o ToIT 93T fohT ST AR T |

o Dr. Ghafur stated that it is already being misused in the community.
ST, AET = e [ TE T WHETT A Tt & el adih { ST A 1 W g

e To combat resistance, aztreonam is often added to ceftazidime-avibactam, but
resistance has developed even against this combination.

gfaer ¥ fAgea & v 37T aztreonam &Y ceftazidime-avibactam & |14 fAemaT
ST &, SfheT 30 @A F ufa sft wfaer [[(sfaa ey = 8

e He pointed out that while DCGI licensed the drug, it only provided indications for
use, not detailed pathways.

3ogiol ITT fF DCGI & 8T €Y 3 &aT ) AT H AT &), AfheT Faer 3uAlr & Tha e
¥ Y Tase ArtefRtET a8t 9o s 7€

e There are no deterrents in place to prevent mis-prescriptions.
Td adiF A gar s @ vt & AT HIS aregar A g1

e He warned that such misuse could reverse gains from banning colistin in poultry

farming.
3egiel T foh QAT gRuNeT gied) seatr # Ffafe & 3qaler a3 ot gfaay & Ao
BIIG) Y TSC HT Tohal ¢

e Two new antibiotics, Cefiderocol and Cefepime-zidebactam, are about to enter the
Indian market.

& o1 vharfe® gare — Cefiderocol 3R Cefepime-zidebactam STeg &1 HRAT IEIR
# yader I arelt §|

e Dr. Ghafur urged DCGI to implement antibiotic stewardship for their controlled
use

& TR ¥ DCGI & TaTg e P 3ot a3t 3 Fovifier sy s e e
FEIHTETAT ey & S|

e He emphasized that their use should be limited only to infections with no other
effective alternatives.

3ogleT SN e et foh o7 ar3it ol IUANT Shael 37 WHAUN 3 T ST TR, foers
g YHTEY fAFeq 3qerstr 7 gl
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o He said education alone is insufficient and a clear regulatory pathway is essential
from the moment of licensing.

3eg1el gl o Fael ATRFRAT ATeT A8 &, Slow ABaw Aes F AT § vF Tuse FaHF
ARt TR gl Tfg vl

e He warned that without urgent action, antimicrobial resistance (AMR) could reach
unmanageable levels.

3ogiel I foh AT TehTer 3R T&d FEA 16T 3010 31T Al TEAH g e T (AMR)
frg=or @ 91E & W

e He concluded by stating that while we cannot change the past, there is still time to
act for the future.

3egiel 37T # gl foh &7 ATl 61 agel Hahel, Aifehet sfasy & fow 7 s worar & e g
FIATS Y|
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The mosquito effect: how malarial
chaos influenced human history

Once thought to arise from ‘bad air}, the mosquito-borne parasite altered migration and shaped racial hierarchi

s; the disease continues to affli

ct approximately -

>3 million

people annually, with Africa still shouldering a majority of the burden; while the deaths have decreased, it still remains a major public health challcngc‘

WORLD MALARIA DAY

C. Aravinda

pril 25 has been recognised

globally by the World Health

Organization (WHO) as World

Malaria Day (previously African
Malaria Day), since 2006 to highlight the
need for continued investment and
innovation. The “butterfly effect” from
chaos theory might result in a Tornado,
but the “mosquito effect” (through the
parasite it carries) has fundamentally
altered human migration patterns,
enabling European colonisation and
reshaping the geopolitical landscape of
entire continents. The mosquito, a
seemingly insignificant insect, wielded
astonishing power and profoundly altered
human civilisation. Malaria, derived from
the Italian “mala aria,” meaning “bad
air”, is a saga of discovery, colonisation,
human suffering and scientific
breakthroughs.

Miasma to parasite

Before modern science unravelled
malaria’s secrets, people believed it was
caused by miasma — poisonous air
emanating from marshes. It wasn’t until
1880 that the French military doctor
Alphonse Laveran identified the malaria
parasite from the blood of soldiers who
had died of fever in Algeria. However,
identifying the parasite was just the first
puzzle; the full picture of malaria’s
transmission remained elusive. In
1885-86, Camillo Golgi and Angelo Celli
demonstrated the cyclical nature of the
fever in relation to the parasite. In 1892,
Ettore Marchiafava further characterised
the five species of the parasite,
distinguishing Plasmodium falciparum
from others. Of notable mention is Patrick
Manson, often regarded as the ‘father of
tropical medicine, who first established
the role of mosquitoes in disease
transmission with filariasis and later
mentored Ronald Ross. In 1894, Manson
hypothesised that mosquitoes could
transmit malaria, too. Ross, inspired by
Manson’s theory, identified the parasite in
the gut of the Anopheles mosquito after
studying avian malaria in birds in 1897.
His breakthrough paved the way for
understanding human disease. Giovanni
Battista Grassi made significant
contributions by linking human malaria
to the female Anopheles mosquito in
1898. By 1898, the complete transmission
cycle of malaria was scientifically
understood.

Before these di eries, European
colonial efforts in Africa were severely
constrained by extraordinarily high
mortality rates. In coastal African colonial
trade posts, European troop mortality
averaged 500 deaths per 1,000 soldiers
annually in the 1800s, with those
venturing inland facing even worse

Challenges rema
(WHO) as World Malaria Day. GETTY IMAGES

prospects of up to 60% mortality. In 1865,

nurse assistant administering malaria vaccine on a child in Ug;

based on new knowledge about

a British parli: y

and the racist

c
recommended withdrawing from West
Affrica altogether due to disease threats.
When the Gold Coast (modern Ghana)
became a colony in 1874, the first three
candidates declined the governor’s
position due to “health concerns”, and
the fourth died of malaria within a month
of taking office. Consequently, until 1870,
European powers controlled only 10% of
the African continent, with settlements
primarily restricted to coastal areas.
Africa was known as “the white man’s
grave,” a place where European colonial
ambitions perished.

The correlation between
understanding malaria and colonial
expansion is striking. As scientists
decoded malaria’s mysteries between
1880 and 1900, European powers
dramatically expanded their control
across Africa. Following the 1884 Berlin
Conference, which regulated European
colonisation and trade in Africa, the
“Scramble for Africa” accelerated rapidly.
By 1914, European powers had seized
control of nearly 90% of the continent,
with only Liberia, Ethiopia, and a few
more maintaining independence. This
was no coincidence. With knowledge
about malaria transmission, colonial
administrators implemented targeted
prevention strategies for European
settlements: draining mosquito-breeding
swamps, establishing segregated
European quarters, and creating hill
stations at higher elevations with fewer
mosquitoes. Scientific findings about
malaria transmission quickly percolated
into colonial policy. By 1901, the British
adopted a policy of segregated living

perception of Africans as disease
Teservoirs.

Scramble for Africa

King Leopold IT of Belgium epitomised
this exploitation in the brutal colonisation
of the Congo. Equipped with quinine,
mosquito nets, and a scientific
understanding of malaria, European
troops subdued resistance and
established lucrative colonies. Quinine,
derived from the bark of the Cinchona
tree, was discovered during Portuguese
conquests in South America. Its use
post-1880s was guided by scientific
understanding. But, the success of
colonizing Africa was not purely
biological. Innovations and technology to
build railroads, steamships, enhanced
rifles, and telegraphs helped navigate and
control vast territories. But, knowledge
about malaria transmission was the
“keystone technol . It neutralised
nature’s deadliest resistance, allowing
soldiers to survive and civil servants to
administer colonial machinery.

The impact of malaria extended
beyond Africa. In the trans-Atlantic slave
trade, Africans with a natural genetic
resistance to malaria were preferred
labour in malaria-infested regions like the
Caribbean and the Americas.
Consequently, they were traded at higher
prices than European labourers, who
died of the disease. It created a racialised
labour economy, the aftershocks of which
echo even today. The modern racial
tensions in American and European
societies bear this genetic legacy. The
valuation of African bodies not only

established brutal slavery systems but
also seeded pseudo-scientific
justifications for racial superiority. Thus,
malaria contributed to the present
long-standing racial prejudices and social
structures.

Malaria today

With quinine as a base, more refined
drugs like chloroquine and artemisinin
followed. Insecticide-treated bed nets and
indoor spraying revolutionised
prevention. Today, the malaria vaccine
RTS,S brings new hope, though
challenges persist. Malaria remains
treatable, but Africa still shoulders 94% of
the global burdens (as per the WHO
World Malaria Report 2024). Beyond
medicine, malaria is increasingly

consi in modern envi

impact assessments. Deforestation, water
stagnation, and climate change influence
mosquito habitats, making disease control
part of ecological planning.

Today, malaria continues to afflict
approximately 263 million people
annually, killing over 600,000, with
Africa reporting 95% of the mortality.
Although the death toll has decreased
substantially, in absolute numbers,
malaria remains a major public health
challenge. The history of the discovery of
malaria transmission is a powerful
reminder that scientific breakthroughs
can have complex and contradictory
impacts. The discoveries that eventually
saved millions of lives also enabled
colonial exploitation.

(Dr. C. Aravinda is an academic and
public health physician. The views
expressed are personal.
aravindaaiimsjriO@hotmail.com)

THE GIST

v

The complete transmission
cycle of malaria was
scientifically understood in
1898. Before these discoveries,
European colonial efforts in
Africa were severely
constrained by extraordinarily
high mortality rates

v

With knowledge about malaria
transmission, colonial
administrators implemented
targeted prevention strategies
for European settlements.
Malaria contributed to the
present long-standing racial
prejudices and social
structures

v

Beyond medicine, malaria is
increasingly considered in
modern environmental impact
assessments. Deforestation,
water stagnation, and climate
change influence mosquito
habitats, making disease
control part of

ecological planning

Malarial Chaos Influenced Human

The Mosquito Effect: How
History

TSR THTT: AARAT & 3RSIhdT A AT STaer $I & yaad
T
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Malaria was once thought to arise from "bad air", but the mosquito-
borne parasite has altered migration patterns and racial hierarchies.

HARIT FY g "G §aAT" W 3ot AT AT YT, AfFeT AT gaRT $elat
aTelT S o Jarde Yeet 3R STl gergswhaAt H aeer o

The disease continues to affect approximately 263 million people annually, with
Africa bearing the majority of the burden.

g 9T ATATT AT 263 FATATT A9t o wenfaa sear &, 3R anhierr sg sigr a1
37Teehrer fREdT 3araT 81

Although deaths have decreased, malaria still remains a significant public health
challenge.

gTeilieh F[eg X & ) 3 ¥, HART 3737 87 Toh Fgca Ut Wrdifarh Fareed At o= g3
gl

April 25 has been recognized globally by the World Health Organization (WHO) as
World Malaria Day, since 2006, to highlight the need for continued investment and
innovation.

25 3r¥ter 1 faRa FTaRET Hara+ (WHO) §aRT 2006 & fara #aRam aw & &9 7 Awgar
gred &, arfe e fAder 3R dAamR T 3192 dr i 3SR AT ST I |

The "mosquito effect”, through the parasite it carries, has altered human
migration, enabled European colonization, and reshaped the geopolitical
landscape of entire continents.

"HTSI IHTE", ST S8 GaRT oTC AT GISNdT & 3cToel 8IdT &, o AT YaTH HY dgeol f&T,
T sufaaefisior &1 Gara &, 3R eqot Agredidt & sitfas-Terifas aRee #t

19T 3R fe=m|

The mosquito, a seemingly insignificant insect, wielded astonishing power and
profoundly altered human civilization.

HTBR, ST T il g1 g37 s e &, =1 Ieafe Afere o1 qa1eT foham 3R Alera gy
Y ITEY TG T foha |

Malaria, derived from the Italian "mala aria", meaning "bad air", is a saga of
discovery, colonization, human suffering, and scientific breakthroughs.

HAARET, ST AT 2T6¢ "mala aria” & 31T &, [STehr 379 § '@« gaT”, T @,
suferdeiieor, #ATea disr 3R danfas e ST amar g

Miasma to Parasite

ATSAT § WSl d&

Before modern science unraveled malaria's secrets, people believed it was caused
by miasma — poisonous air from marshes.
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e foleh Ta=TTeT oh HARTT & TEEAT hl ISWR et & g, olleT AT A o6 Tg ARITSHT
GART 3cTesT BT AT — ST Golgall 8131  fAehelet arel fadam gar 1|

o It wasn’t until 1880 that French military doctor Alphonse Laveran identified the
malaria parasite from the blood of soldiers who had died of fever in Algeria.

1880 # &Y Wi v RAfdrcwe rewia dra A AeohRAT 7 TER @ 7Y AfaF & @a
T #AANAT & IS Y 9= H

e In 1885-86, Camillo Golgi and Angelo Celli demonstrated the cyclical nature of the
fever in relation to the parasite.

1885-86 #, HfAAT Ml 3 vorel Aeelt A wahidt & waer F @R A THhT gHfa A
T

e In 1892, Ettore Marchiafava further characterized the five species of the parasite,
distinguishing Plasmodium falciparum from others.

1892 &, TAR ATFRIATETET oF GRS &Y g gorfaa) &1 3% fAear & gofe A, il

Plasmodium falciparum &Y 3= & 31e13T fhaT|

e Patrick Manson, regarded as the 'father of tropical medicine,' first established the
role of mosquitoes in disease transmission with filariasis and later mentored
Ronald Ross.

it A, Oeg Ioursfeatir Rifvcar & Rar & w7 7 & S1ar §, o wreaiar #
Feol A fAET i gt 1 3R a1 F Verres W F AT 2w

e In 1894, Manson hypothesized that mosquitoes could transmit malaria, too.
1894 ®, #Aaw % g IRSFeuaT N B Ao AARTT it har wha §

+ Inspired by Manson’s theory, Ross identified the malaria parasite in the gut of the
Anopheles mosquito in 1897.

HAaaar & Rgura F IR T, I 7 1897 & Anopheles ATER & 3d H AARAT &
qISid! Y ggaT |

e His discovery paved the way for understanding human malaria transmission.
IoTeh! @ISt A ATAT HARYT & TTIUT FHT TAST HT ART TAFT Fa1|

e Giovanni Battista Grassi made significant contributions by linking human malaria
to the female Anopheles mosquito in 1898.

Sratare sfawar I & 1898 & AT AARAT FY female Anopheles FTSRX @ ATH
Hgcaqor Frere fem|

e By 1898, the complete transmission cycle of malaria was scientifically
understood.

1898 @, AARAT & WOt H=ROT I FY el & @ FH forar aram 4|

Impact on European Colonization in Africa

3TSRYaRT 7 AR 3ufadefieor o yame
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o Before these discoveries, European colonial efforts in Africa were severely
constrained by high mortality rates.

31 Wil 3 g el, 3hTenT A JUNT sufadel s 3rcaftis #cg & & FROT g WA I

e In coastal African colonial trade posts, European troop mortality averaged 500
deaths per 1,000 soldiers annually in the 1800s.

3rhrehY 3uferdelt samar aieet #, 1800 & gere # T dfarst i 7o e wfar 1,000
WA=t 97 500 Hiat & itaa o

e Those venturing inland faced mortality rates up to 60%.
S AT HARF FATH H 1A &, 378 60% qF Heg &I HT WA FIAT g37 IT|

e In 1865, a British parliamentary committee recommended withdrawing from West
Africa due to disease threats.

1865 #, T fafeer a9 afAfT o 9fRTs 3rhiar @ M & o F FROT gt oy Awier
$r ot

e When the Gold Coast (modern Ghana) became a colony in 1874, the first three
candidates for the governor's position declined due to "health concerns".

99 3Mes FIEC (MYRAF °re) Y 1874 F 3uferder e fa aram, &t ggat fiet et g
¥ 3Figart ¥ " Fareey R F FROT 9g FTHFR Fe O 71 I 32T

The fourth candidate died of malaria within a month of taking office.

Tt 3FAlcar A FAARAT & FROT vk 7S F #iT @ 7S

e As aresult, until 1870, European powers controlled only 10% of the African
continent.

WS IRUMATIRY, 1870 dF, JUHRT ATFAAT o IrhrhY AGTEHIT T Haer 10% fwar
fafa farar 4|

o Africa was known as “the white man’s grave,” where European colonial ambitions
perished.

**3TRTERT ST "HhG JTCHT T sl & &Y 3 ST SITAT AT, S8l JUA 3qfAdeienor dr

HAGATHIETIU 7SC gY 1S Y|
e By 1914, European powers had seized control of nearly 90% of Africa.

1914 %, AT ATFTAT ¥ ITHYHT & ST 90% BER W Featt T foram 47|

e Scientific findings about malaria transmission quickly influenced colonial policies.

AARGT F FROT F IR A I st F Fedr & 3ufaraedt Aifaar s gsnfaa B

e By 1901, the British adopted a policy of segregated living based on the new
knowledge about Anopheles mosquitoes and the racist perception of Africans as
disease reservoirs.

1901 a, fafeat & Anopheles ATSRT & R A ¢ ATHASRY 3T NFIHT T AT & TAIFH
F T H @ A I TEAAIET TIOCHIUT F TR G 379NT arel) farw Afa i 3rq=mam|
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Scramble for Africa
IPIHT A Feot T EIS
o King Leopold Il of Belgium epitomised this exploitation in the brutal colonisation of the
Congo.
afesrasr & e foraies gfadr & Fe 7 X 3ufadefieor & aAreas & 3w awor #
yelte g fam

o Equipped with quinine, mosquito nets, and a scientific understanding of malaria,
European troops subdued resistance and established lucrative colonies.

fFrafaer, AeoterE sk Aafen & dafas ae @ dw qudr et F gl # gamn
3y T 3ufAder Tl o)

e Quinine, derived from the bark of the Cinchona tree, was discovered during
Portuguese conquests in South America.

frafarer, st Rratar 93 i o1 & yread giar &, geeme 3wkl F ghrer gfaror s &
GISIT 37 9T

e lIts use post-1880s was guided by scientific understanding.

1880 & &2UF & d1¢ SHHT YT AT WHST & TR 9 FAT =47

e The success of colonising Africa was not purely biological.

IPYRT & 39fAIA FY TFoIdT had sifasd g1 A

¢ Innovations and technology to build railroads, steamships, enhanced rifles, and
telegraphs helped navigate and control vast territories.

¥ AT, FEART, Feoiad TgHa 3T Eas A ARy 3R W o e aiai ¢
AT w3 3R AERT & A A A

+ But, knowledge about malaria transmission was the “keystone technology”.

AfFd, AARIT F FIOT F IR F AT &) “Aree)T SFArars” O

e It neutralised nature’s deadliest resistance, allowing soldiers to survive and civil servants
to administer colonial machinery.
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3R TFfa & FaH °Tas gy F RS w1 R, e dfas shifta © a@ sk
WHRY IVFRY sufaeft a3 F1 9o G|

The Impact of Malaria Beyond Africa

3THTHT § I18T AARIT &1 Y319

¢ Inthe trans-Atlantic slave trade, Africans with a natural genetic resistance to malaria
were preferred labour in malaria-infested regions like the Caribbean and the Americas.

wRiey sreaifes o SR #, #afar & fow g faw sreqafis gfay @ are
IAfRAT 1 FARET ¥ THfAT A= S FIars stk AR & wafAs 4@ a@r

e Consequently, they were traded at higher prices than European labourers, who died of
the disease.

FHF TROTATITY, 3¢ JUNT HTAFT AT Joter 7 3o Heral W AR B 2, S
el @ JR T

e l|tcreated aracialised labour economy, the aftershocks of which echo even today.

SUA U AT AR Irdfeaawr #1 AT R, orad s smer off gans & §

e The modern racial tensions in American and European societies bear this genetic
legacy.

amegfas AR 3R FURT FATET # AFANT dore 3H AT RAF e F gt

e The valuation of African bodies not only established brutal slavery systems but also
seeded pseudo-scientific justifications for racial superiority.

3TAYT RERT T TR o Fad FX a1 Yonfardt w1 Tufe frar afew avelir Svaar
& fore araa denfae germort &t oft st fa=m

e Thus, malaria contributed to the present long-standing racial prejudices and social
structures.

3 YFR, AARAT & T drdaifos avea qarre iR aenfas avaensit & Aererer
|
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Malaria Today
TS FATRET

With quinine as a base, more refined drugs like chloroquine and artemisinin followed.

fFafaer 1 3muR aomeR, suF a1g AT aReera qarsar S TR it ARt
k1

Insecticide-treated bed nets and indoor spraying revolutionised prevention.

FreToraTerF-treated faFaR Fr snferat it iy Fr Fer F Famg & FHifa ardy

Today, the malaria vaccine RTS,S brings new hope, though challenges persist.

3T, AARAT dFe RTS, S 1§ e airelt §, grenifa et a=i el T

Malaria remains treatable, but Africa still shoulders 94% of the global burdens (as per
the WHO World Malaria Report 2024).

FARET 3r3ft sft 3TAR e §, AT arhant 3rsft of AR ey 71 949% FoTaT B (F ITER
WHO &2 Fafar Ralé 2024)1

Beyond medicine, malaria is increasingly considered in modern environmental impact
assessments.

Rifcar & @, FafRar # smyfas gatavolT v sreest 7 sfts F arflre T s @
gl

Deforestation, water stagnation, and climate change influence mosquito habitats,
making disease control part of ecological planning.

FaEafer &19, STe 3gUa AR STerarg aRade AT F Haral H yefad #:3a ¢, e qer
forg=ror TR A 1 e o= Smar #

Today, malaria continues to afflict approximately 263 million people annually, killing
over 600,000, with Africa reporting 95% of the mortality.

TS, AT 39T 263 FATATT ANt Y &< ATl To1faT HIar 8, 600,000 @ 3f&w Ay
$1 7 A W, 31 3T 95% A & RANE FRAT R
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Although the death toll has decreased substantially, in absolute numbers, malaria
remains a major public health challenge.

gl Heg &3 # IO FaA1 318 3, Afther Fearews w7 &, 7R areh off v wop@
Ao T et 7oh g% ¥

The history of the discovery of malaria transmission is a powerful reminder that
scientific breakthroughs can have complex and contradictory impacts.

HARRT & FoT At Grer F7 AT g T AfFaemed srepeAR ¢ fr danfas wofa &
Stfeer 3t s wema Y W ¥

The discoveries that eventually saved millions of lives also enabled colonial exploitation.

T8 @5 ool 3iad: omal shiae 991w, 3egisr 3ufadel awor 7 off gata fmam)

“Text neck’: mobile phones are reshaping our spines

S Paper |Il. S&T

Mohit Muttha

ext neck is a repeated
T stress injury as well as

pain, sustained from ex-
cessive watching or texting on
handheld devices for long periods
of time. The dependence on mo-
bile phones is increasing rapidly,
and people spend long hours on
their phones, which leads to va-
rious musculoskeletal problems.
Individuals with this syndrome
usually present with neck pain,
restricted cervical range of mo-
tion, reduced muscle strength and
endurance, altered cervical joint
position error, along with postural
alterations like forward head pos-
ture and rounded shoulders.

According to recent research,
79% of those aged 18 to 44 have
their phones with them virtually
all of the time, with only two hours
of their waking day spent without
them.

In the neutral position, an
adult’s head weighs 10-12 pounds.
With the flexion of the head, the
load increases towards the neck,
and the weight is calculated to be
27, 40, 49, and 60 pounds at 15°,
30°, 45°, and 60° respectively. Peo-
ple who use a smartphone fre-
quently have a downward gaze to
focus lower, and keep their heads
in a forward position for lengthy
periods, which can cause neck

Symptoms of ‘text neck’ include
headaches, stiffness, shoulder pain, and
persistent neck pain. GETTY IMAGES

strain, eventually hastening the
process of ageing in the cervical
spine. The symptom can result
from improper workstations, poor
ergonomics, inadequate breaks,
and prolonged improper postures.

Common symptoms of text
neck include headaches, stiffness,
shoulder pain, and persistent neck
pain. In more extreme situations,
tingling or numbness in the fingers
or arms could be present, suggest-
ing that nerves are being
squeezed.

Text neck, if ignored and un-
treated, can result in serious long-
term consequences, such as flat-
tening of the spinal curvature, ear-

periods of time.

W TS STT AT FFECIT I T 3o T ¢

ly onset of arthritis, spinal
misalignment, spinal degenera-
tion, disc space compression, disc
herniation, nerve or muscle dam-
age, inflammation of cervical liga-
ments, nerve irritation, and an in-
crease in spine curvature.

A case study

Take this case of a young IT profes-
sional. He came in with severe
neck pain radiating to the right
arm and to the thumb. He had de-
veloped neurological weakness in
the form of a poor hand grip and
an inability to extend the wrist.

An MRI revealed a huge C56 disc
pressing on the right side of the C6
nerve root, leading to this catas-
trophe. He was immediately taken
up for endoscopic removal of disc,
decompression of the affected
nerve root, followed by replace-
ment by an artificial disc with the
aim to retain movements at that le-
vel and to avoid adjacent disc de-
generation. He regained all of his
lost power and was pain-free im-
mediately, and was able to rejoin
work in a week.

Not all people however, end up
with the above scenario, and not
all require surgical intervention
unless neurological weakness is
detected. A personalised ap-
proach, along with community
awareness are both factors that
can play a vital role in the rational-

isation of text neck syndrome.

Simple changes in lifestyle can
often be part of the initial course of
treatment. Pain can be relieved
and further damage can be avoid-
ed with physical treatment, pos-
ture correction, stretching exercis-
es, and screen time reduction.
Also helpful are ergonomic work-
stations, supportive chairs, and
regular pauses when using a lap-
top or phone.

Surgery might be considered in
situations where the spine has sus-
tained structural damage, such as
slipped discs or significant nerve
compression. It’s easier to prevent
text neck than to treat it. Maintain-
ing an active lifestyle, holding dis-
plays at eye level, and encouraging
proper posture can all have a big
impact. In the digital age, spinal
health can be significantly protect-
ed by early awareness and con-
scious practices.

(Dr. Mohit Muttha is a consultant
spine surgeon at Manipal Hospital,
Kharadi, Pune. Mohit.muttha@ma-
nipalhospitals.com)

N
A4
For feedback and
suggestions
for ‘Science), please write to
science@thehindu.co.in with
the subject ‘Daily page’

Text neck’: mobile
phones are
reshaping our
spines

‘CFEC A’ Al
B §HAN TS &Y
AT IMFRE @ E

Text neck is a repeated
stress injury as well as
pain, sustained from
excessive watching or
texting on handheld
devices for long

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in
Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page6 1



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

e The dependence on mobile phones is increasing rapidly, and people spend long hours
on their phones, which leads to various musculoskeletal problems.

RS BT T HAIRAT Aot T ¢ BT &, 3R T 319 Bled R ol THT deh TAFT fodTd &,
TS fafeeet AFFaEFelce HATATT 3cTest Elcil o |

¢ Individuals with this syndrome usually present with neck pain, restricted cervical range
of motion, reduced muscle strength and endurance, altered cervical joint position
error, along with postural alterations like forward head posture and rounded
shoulders.

=g A O Tead cgied ATAId: I &6, AT HaTgedhe Tfa AT, HA ATHIRAAT
&Y ard 3R FeaTetard, aRafda aaiswe s Rufa i, 31T 3mer #r 3 spehr arder 3l
#g gu Sl S iR Feuforat & arer 3md g

e According to recent research, 79% of those aged 18 to 44 have their phones with them
virtually all of the time, with only two hours of their waking day spent without them.

BITOIAT QAT o 3THR, 18 & 44 T 3 & 79% a1 G 3Tl HleT o HTY @l &, 3R 3Teh
ST HHY & sharel AT T §T T Bt & Tl 81

e In the neutral position, an adult’s head weighs 10-12 pounds.
oo fEufa #, v aae &1 fa 10-12 433 &1 gidr 3|

e With the flexion of the head, the load increases towards the neck, and the weight is
calculated to be 27, 40, 49, and 60 pounds at 15°, 30°, 45°, and 60° respectively.

R & ggehal & 1Y, HX 91T T 3R Tl 8, 3R aofel 15°, 30°, 45°, 3R 60° T HAA: 27,
40, 49, 3R 60 U3 AT STl &

o People who use a smartphone frequently have a downward gaze to focus lower, and
keep their heads in a forward position for lengthy periods, which can cause neck strain,
eventually hastening the process of ageing in the cervical spine.

S ST TATEHIA T ST P &, I 3TFIT o0 T 3R @ & 3R o I as R Fr
3m i Ufa 7 @ €, 99 91 H I19 8 Gohar B, 31K 37 gaighd TS J 37
FGol T UTehdT oot g1 Tohall g |

e The symptom can result from improper workstations, poor ergonomics, inadequate
breaks, and prolonged improper postures.
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Ig oTETUT el FIAET T, TS TATATTRFH, 3TATCT sh 3R o JHT deh ITeid RIS
TEATIIT & HRUT 3cTooT & ThaT &

Common symptoms of text neck include headaches, stiffness, shoulder pain, and
persistent neck pain.

TFEC AF & THAY 8701 7 RAT &, 31hsT, FE & &8, 3T AR IET &8 AT &1

In more extreme situations, tingling or numbness in the fingers or arms could be
present, suggesting that nerves are being squeezed.

3fereh 3T R TETaAr 7, Serforal ar agl A aH<ATEe AT Joret &1 Fehcll &, Sl TG Hehdl
X ¢ T afer gars ST §

Text neck, if ignored and untreated, can result in serious long-term consequences, such
as flattening of the spinal curvature, early onset of arthritis, spinal misalignment,
spinal degeneration, disc space compression, disc herniation, nerve or muscle
damage, inflammation of cervical ligaments, nerve irritation, and an increase in spine
curvature.

THEE AF, I AR HaT ST § 3R SoTaT AT foar Sram, af 3@es 13T Srehifaen
RO &1 Tl &, o1 {Ig Y §381 & T HT T9CT g1, MTYTSRT F1 Tl onset, Hg F1

AT &9, g F1 &7, BEF T wdfiser, B gfeders, afyer ar aradfRa w1 qwar,
HaTgwe foemeieH F1 Heret, dfeT steret, 31X §ig &1 awar # gefer|

A Case Study
TS i Feal

Take this case of a young IT professional. He came in with severe neck pain radiating
to the right arm and to the thumb.

Teh FaT HTSEN GAS T Tg HH of | 98 TR I & & 6T 31T, 5 arfgett dig 3N 397
s thel TgT 2T

He had developed neurological weakness in the form of a poor hand grip and an
inability to extend the wrist.

3 T Y T2 & FHSY 3R FelrE Y herrey & 7THTAT F &7 & AR TG FHAY
HEIER
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e An MRI revealed a huge C5-C6 disc pressing on the right side of the C6 nerve root,
leading to this catastrophe.

Teh THIATIME ¥ IdT ol T Teh f320Ter C5-C6 BEF gIfget X C6 df e T W gara
3ot Yor AT, ST 37 A9 &7 HROT 1T

e He was immediately taken up for endoscopic removal of disc, decompression of the
affected nerve root, followed by replacement by an artificial disc with the aim to
retain movements at that level and to avoid adjacent disc degeneration.

38 U R e At e, yenfaa afer we i S-Fere & e of S
TS a1e; FHer Bvw & wfaeuraer fovar aram, arfes 38 o W a1fd &= 1@ 3R 3ma-ara &
T2 1 477 AT ST T |

e He regained all of his lost power and was pain-free immediately, and was able to rejoin
work in a week.

3 3791 T3 TS g cArehet T YT STl fohaT iR R &&-3qeFT g1 31T, 3iR weh earg &
T T 1T & enfere & T

o Not all people, however, end up with the above scenario, and not all require surgical
intervention unless neurological weakness is detected.

mﬁ,ﬂmmmﬁaﬁﬁaﬁq@,aﬂwmﬂaﬁaﬁmmmaﬁrmm
6l I ST Ieh df3ehl HETAA HeSIRT I IdT oTgT el |

e Apersonalised approach, along with community awareness, are both factors that
can play a vital role in the rationalisation of text neck syndrome.

SAfFTa TREHIOT, R WHETT SARTRHAT Sloil VH HReh ¢ Sl SHFEC Ak (AT
gfFaRoT 7 HgeaquT sffHe f3em wh £

e Simple changes in lifestyle can often be part of the initial course of treatment.

Shaerdtel 7 Ter IRade 38R 3TaR i IRfAe gfhar &1 Rear gy Isa g1

e Pain can be relieved and further damage can be avoided with physical treatment,
posture correction, stretching exercises, and screen time reduction.

& Y TEd Tl Fehcll § 3R 31T & Johare a7 off Fehell § AORF 37aR, iR
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feufa gur, & sreamw, 3 wher wora & waft & AreasA )

e Also helpful are ergonomic workstations, supportive chairs, and regular pauses
when using a laptop or phone.

TATeA o FREAET, ST FRAAL, 3R dueia 1 Bt 1 3T wid g6y fFafaa
T HETh g & |

e Surgery might be considered in situations where the spine has sustained structural
damage, such as slipped discs or significant nerve compression.

ol TN TR foRam ST HehT & 519 T 7 Ela=TeAs &1fd &, o8 e 3% a1 Agcaqon
dfer gl

e It's easier to prevent text neck than to treat it.

SFET i Pl Uhell SclTol Il T AT &

e Maintaining an active lifestyle, holding displays at eye level, and encouraging proper
posture can all have a big impact.

Ffra Saediel ST T@aT, fTEca &1 3@y & TaT W @4, 3 T aiiRe feufa
JeTar o1 TefY T 5T WeTTd &1 HehalT B

e Inthe digital age, spinal health can be significantly protected by early awareness and
conscious practices.

f3fSreer gor 4, Tig &7 32t 1 Tareey 1 IRIEAF SEERAT 3R FS9T HIATHT & AeTH
FECIYOT &9 & TFaTa forar o dear gl
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Is the World Trade Organization still relevant?

S Paper II: International Organization

PARLEY ‘

nited States President Donald Trump's
“reciprocal tariffs’ have been
compared to the Smoot-Hawley tariffs
of the 1930s, which many say
hastened the slide into the Great Depression.
The difference between the 1930s and now is
that we have the World Trade Organization
(WTO) to oversee and enforce global trade rules.
However, some argue that over the years, the
WTO has gradually lost its compass and is in
need of massive reforms. Is the WTO still
relevant? Mark Linscott and Mohan Kumar
discuss the question in a conversation
moderated by Samreen Wani. Edited excerpts:

Has the WTO been sidelined? Will the U.S.
pay heed to any advice from the WT0?

Mohan Kumar: The WTO, as we know
gone. Itis irrelevant and has been sidelined. [
don't want to say it is dead yet. The WTO was
expected to perform three functions — the
iating function, the dispu

function, and the trade monitoring function -
and it is not performing any of them. The
negotiating function has gone for a six since
Doha [the Doha Round of talks in 2001). There is
only one multilateral agreement — the fisheries

~ that has been ce , and even
that has not been fully concluded. The Appellate
body or the dispute settlement mechanism
(DSM) has also being rendered dysfunctional. It
started during Barack Obama’s time. Since then,
the U.S. has blocked appointments to the
Appellate body, the ultimate court of appeal.
The WTO tries to do whatever it can under the
trade monitoring function, but that is not being
performed efficiently because there is a lot of
opacity about trade measures from a number of
members, particularly one big member. The fact
that the Trump tariffs are happening at a time
when the multilateral trading system has been
rendered toothless and inefficient makes it
much more serious.

Mark Linscott: | agree with Ambassador Kumar
that the WTO has been sidelined. The decline of
the WTO and its diminishing relevance goes
back long before the first Trump administration
to the launch of the Doha Round. 1 think that
mandate was misplaced. It was perhaps (oo
ambitious, too far reaching, and basically [had)
mismatched expectations. We also had the
accession of China. And I think there was a
degree of naivete about how well WTO rules
would function with respect to China’s measures
and its behaviour on trade. During the Doha
Round, the mismatched expectations involved
some of the grievances that are felt now by the

0in Geneva, REUTERS

‘Trump administration. There were efforts to
negotiate on large disparities on tariffs and
[there was] really no traction in those
negotiations to lower tariffs multilaterally on a
non-discriminatory basis.

‘The U.S. has for too long blocked
appointments to the Appellate body, but there
were grievances associated with the operations
of the WTO's DSM and the Appellate body, and
whether it in fact engaging in ‘legislating’ as
opposed to simply looking at facts.

If these tariffs do come into effect, can the
WTO prevent an economic crisis?

ML: No. The WTO is not in a position to stem
any global economic decline. It is not a forum
where most nations can come together, be
honest with one another, and essentially find a
solution out of that kind of crisis.

MK: The basic problem is that consensus or
decision making by consensus oving to be a
problem. When this issue was discussed in the
legal drafting group, two countries opposed
wvoting — India and the U.S. So, if there are
reforms to be made on the basis of decision
making, we will have to get around the principle
of ‘consensus’. On the question of dispute
settlement, the European Union put forward a
proposal on arbitration which has not found
universal favour. On trade monitoring, there is
no way of forcing countries to somehow disclose
the measures they have taken, to the WTO.

At this juncture, is there a complete erosion
of the MFN (most-favoured-nation) principle?

MK: The bedrock of the multilateral trading
system is Article I, MFN. Free trade agreement
(FTA) is an exception to Article 1 and has to be
blessed by the WTO. If you conclude an FTA,
you have to intimate the WTO. I concede that

ee

The WTO was expected to perform three
functions — the negotiating function, the
dispute settlement function, and the trade
monitoring function — and it is not
performing any of them.

MOHAN KUMAR

the WTO has not done a great job in minutely
scrutinising the FTAs.

The tariffs indicate the U.5.'s final withdrawal
from the WTO system. Second, they introduce
tremendous uncertainty. And finally, they also
introduce a certain degree of complexity
because I don't know if the U.S. Trade
Representative (USTR) has the resources to
negotiate with 60 countries all at once. But India
has got a first movers advantage [in negotiating a
trade deal].

ML: MFN goes back to 1947 with the creation of
GATT [General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade].
And that is part of the problem, at least from the
U.S.s standpoint. What has fed the grievances of
the Trump administration is the sense that the
USS., perhaps rashly and unilaterally, over many
rounds of trade negotiations, lowered its simple
average tariffs to a very low level compared to
many other countries, including India. Then,
when efforts were made to continue tariff
liberalisation and expectations were high that
other countries would follow suit and lower
their tariffs, that didn't happen. The U.S. started
stepping away boldly from MFN during the first
Trump administration but it was continued by
the Biden administration. Section 232 (tariffs on
steel and aluminium) and Section 301 (tariffs
against China) were maintained by the Biden
administration. With Trump 2.0 we have got a
much more radical set of circumstances. There
is consensus among Democrats and Republicans
that MFN has not worked well for the U.S.
Countries started negotiating FTAs on an
accelerated basis in the late 1990s and early
2000s. And many countries through FTAs were
stepping away from MFN. They found it easier to
negotiate on tariffs bilaterally than at the WTO.

It has been decades since any consensus was
reached on fisheries subsidies, agricultural
subsidies, and on public stock holding of
grains. India has led the opposition to these
agreements. Why is that the case?

MK: While the major players will have to bear
the major responsibility of the collapse of the
'WTO because of just the sheer weight of trade
clout that they possess, India also did its bit. We

Is the World Trade Organization still relevant?

AT To5 &3 ATATS AT (WTO) 319 8 yrifares g7

Has the WTO been sidelined? Will the U.S. pay heed to any advice

from

the WTO?

objected to some things that we should not have
objected to.

India cannot do much when it comes to
agriculture. This is a politically sensitive area for
any government in India. The WTO was callous
when it came to India’s concerns on agriculture.
While the U.S. and the EU were allowed to
subsidise so much over the years, India, which
relies on domestic production, was limited to a
10% subsidy. India finds itself in a situation
where it does not want to negotiate labour

and envi ion at the
WTO, but is okay to discuss this bilaterally with
the EU, the UK., and maybe even with the U.S.
The only explanation I have heard is from a
former commerce secretary who said that India
wants a certain degree of comfort doing this
bilaterally first.

ML: The view in the U.S. is different from the
Indian view as to what extent the developed
world was ignoring the sensi and food
security concerns of many developing countries,
particularly India’s. There are many other
developing countries which don't necessarily
share India’s view. Negotiations collapsed on
agriculture and demestic support. It is almost
impossible to negotiate bilaterally on subsidies.

There has been a lot of criticism, particularly
from the U.S., that the WTO has allowed
China to flood the global markets with cheap
exports, but simultaneously restricted access
to its domestic markets. Would you agree
with this assessment?

ML: China is a remarkable challenge globally,
economically, and on trade. When China joined
the WTO, nobody anticipated how lacking the
'WTO rules would be in addressing the China
challenge and how dominant China would
become as an export juggernaut.

MK: When we framed the rules we had no idea
of things which do not necessarily violate the
'WTO rules but which still undermine the
integrity of the multilateral trading system. So,
for example, there was never any question of
looking at excess capacity and how one country,
which can produce more than 50% of steel and
cement, would suddenly flood the market and
distort trade. And trade distorting measures are
extremely important to the WTO. But we could
not frame the rules for it because we simply did
not foresee this.

To listen to the full interview
Scan the code or go to the link
www.thehindy,com

FAT WTO Y AT 9T 3Tel AT 91347 §2 471 3rARST WTO Y 7Y Fag Y
HATAM?

Address

Mohan Kumar: The WTO, as we know it, is gone, irrelevant, and has been sidelined.

AIgel FAR: ST 7o g7 WTO I SleTd €, 98 319 W, H9ra s 3R g1fdre o3 srer feam
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o It has not completely died yet, but it has failed in all its three key functions —
negotiation, dispute settlement, and trade monitoring.

Ig 3731 G0 oG @ A A ©, olfchet 8D el wog@ F1F — arat, fare frwerer, 3K =R
foerrett — 3 78 3w @I e

e The negotiation function has collapsed since the Doha Round of 2001, with only one
fisheries agreement being partially concluded.

2001 ¥ QET R & 91 T araT IfHAT 3T &Y 1S &, ol Ueh AT ARG &1 3771 &I &
T &1 A |

e The Appellate Body has been dysfunctional due to the U.S. blocking appointments
since the Obama era.

ardfter fovprer 3rurfehr g 91 § Fifeh tameT rer @ €1 AR o g8 fAgiFaat # A%
w@ig|

e The trade monitoring function is inefficient, with opacity from several member
countries, especially one big member.

IR AR &1 39T &, Fif s TeeT S2if, e T 93 &8 T b o
IR fRiar 8

e The Trump-era tariffs appeared when the multilateral trading system had become
toothless and inefficient, making things more serious.

ST TR AR JoTTel AN AT 3w & by o, 7 €9 71 & R @ go, Swd
fufar aikt amfic gt ars|

e Mark Linscott: WTO’s decline began well before the Trump administration, starting
from the Doha Round.

A& fEale; WTO &1 Uclel 9 TRITe @ Tgdl, aeT 3R & &) & g1 ara |

e The Doha mandate was seen as overly ambitious with mismatched expectations,
especially after China's accession.

SIBT U ST i AT F Agearaiall 31 3rH9Td 3M9&TT3HT aTelr AT 37T, WrHaH et Y
HEELAT & §1G |
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WTO rules were ineffective in dealing with China's trade behavior, leading to U.S.
grievances.

wm%ﬁmﬁa#mmwﬁﬁmﬁﬁmmagmmmﬁ
SARTSTaN SGT |

Negotiations for multilateral tariff reductions saw no real progress, leading to further
disillusionment.

Tguaira R & Fekd & fAw arcT faam waifa & &, Fad AR e gs)

9

The U.S. has long blocked Appellate Body appointments, accusing it of ‘legislating’
rather than fact-based judgments.

FARET A o7 g7 @ e fprar i gfFaat w1 AF 3R 38 W FegeT o=
3R ofaTra g, Sieieh 38 fah aear-amenRe favokar &ar =nfge o)

If these tariffs do come into effect, can the WTO prevent an economic
crisis?

IR A ENE AR @1 &, A F WTO s Fehe U FehelT §72

Mark Linscott: No. The WTO cannot prevent a global economic decline.

ATF TP 87| WTO dRaew s fArae ) Qe 7 srmad g1

Itis not a forum where honest and collective crisis resolution can happen
effectively.

I VT AT AGI § I8! SHAGH) ¥ fAART Wohe T AT HaT ST Toh |

Mohan Kumar: The consensus-based decision-making process is a major hurdle.

Aigel FAN: FaFATA T Hrenia fookr wfdvam ver w31 ey s 18 B

When discussed in the legal drafting group, only India and the U.S. opposed voting
reforms.

ST 38 FIefeit SITFET WHE H 3S1AT I, A el HR 3R AR & A W 3mafia
U a7 farer |
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The EU's arbitration proposal on dispute settlement has not received universal
support.

faare faraerer o) JUdRr Jer 1 ATy gEdra H ArasiiAE gEde e Ao g

On trade monitoring, countries are not compelled to disclose their trade measures
to the WTO.

ST fAIRTedY & &7 & CRiT T 379 SATIR 3UTAT T GATHT FI1 & AT Frqy a7gt fohar
ST FeheT |

At this juncture, is there a complete erosion of the MFN (most-
favoured-nation) principle?

FAT §H TAT MFN (WaTTl 3refeher Trog) FAGETA T qoT 40T 81 7 872

Mohan Kumar: The MFN principle is the foundation of the multilateral trading
system, as per Article 1.

gl $AR: HTeBE 1 & AR, MFN R Tgaaiia saraR qorrel 1 AmerRfRrer &

Free Trade Agreements (FTAS) are exceptions to this rule and must be notified to
the WTO.

HFd SR FHSANT (FTA) 3 T19H o 39a1G § 3N 376 WTO ol iara et Arfaard g

The WTO has done a poor job in scrutinising FTAs carefully.
WTO FTA &Y IR & ST FleT H JHG @l o

The U.S. tariffs represent a final withdrawal from the WTO system and introduce
uncertainty and complexity.

IARST & NG WTO JotelT & 3ifas T F a16X Avast o1 Tohd & 3R 509 s Radaar
3R SIfeerar 5g 715 {1

The U.S. Trade Representative (USTR) may lack the resources to negotiate with 60
countries simultaneously.

AR AR AR (USTR) & 9197 T 1 60 2t & aral 3 & fore samee =1¢7
Hehd |
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 However, India has a first-mover advantage in negotiating a trade deal.
gTeTifeh, $TRA 1 SR FASATY & Tgel HEgH 38T T 19 He T
Relevance of the WTO and Emerging Global Trade Issues
SeeEIai Y TrEfarwar AR 3R ARaw AR g
e Challenges to the Most-Favoured-Nation (MFN) Principle
AT IeTher Usg (TATHT) Rt & wrrer gatfaar
e The MFN principle dates back to 1947 with the creation of GATT (General Agreement
on Tariffs and Trade).

THTHT FRGHT T YE3Td 1947 H GATT (H1HT R 3R IR FASN) & AT
Y s

e From the U.S. perspective, this has become part of the problem.
AN F TioeHIoT T Ig T F1 {ETT 9 AT B

e Over several rounds of trade negotiations, the U.S. lowered its average tariffs
significantly, expecting others to do the same.

g A P TR araT3it 7, AR F 39 3w ERE F F16 Fa 71, I8 35761 W=
gU b 31w S &7 X |

e However, many countries including India did not follow suit, causing grievances in the
Trump administration.

gTelifeh, &S 22if, faAYHT 3R, & SHPT UTeled AT FohaT, Toad T 9 Jerrdet & 3rEdy
3cYool §'3-1T|
e The U.S. started moving away from MFN during Trump’s first term, and the Biden

administration continued policies like Section 232 (tariffs on steel and aluminium) and
Section 301 (tariffs on China).

TFY & g HRAFT A ARG o TATHTA { NS g & fohar, 3R argser wermwe =
YT 232 (Tl 3R vegfafags o ¢R) 3R 4rT 301 (T W 2Rp) Sieh Aifat s sy

IdT|
e There is now bipartisan consensus in the U.S. that MFN has not worked well.
319 AN 7 Tg TG TEATT ¢ 1o THUHU of TSI HIHA AT haT|

e Many countries preferred negotiating FTAs (Free Trade Agreements) over multilateral
negotiations under WTO.

ﬁ&ﬁﬁmﬁﬁ#m@mmﬁﬁmvm@mmm@ﬁ)aﬁ
aeig &l

o India’s Position on Agriculture and WTO Subsidies
R 1 FY 31 seegdiat wlowd w Rufa

e Major economies bear greater responsibility for the WTO's collapse, but India also
played a role by objecting to some proposals unnecessarily.
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FT HATTIIF FAer X Aerer=T &)

Agriculture is a politically sensitive area in India, limiting the government's flexibility in
WTO negotiations.

FY AT 7 v Ui T & Gagerelier &7 §, fa@ sseg i3 ardisit 7 erdiards
GIECKECICIRS

The WTO allowed the U.S. and EU to provide massive subsidies, while India was
restricted to just 10% support, despite relying on domestic production.

SeogErT o AT 3R $37 1 Rrerrer afewst &or 1 3re7AT &, ST e 3eqET |
TR AR T Fael 10% AT doh VAT H AT 31T

India prefers discussing labour and environment standards bilaterally with countries
like the EU, U.K., or U.S., instead of at the WTO.

HR HH 3R TATEROT AT O == Seegdiat & o1¢t, afewh §7, I ., a1 I3ARF oid ot
¥ gRvefiT ® & HIT 9HG FAT &

Some believe India wants to gain confidence bilaterally before addressing such issues
multilaterally.

%O AN HT AT & R TR X FHeel R Tgualiy Tdi & Te ol gfavehs T w1 faeara
UTC el ITeaT & |

According to the U.S., developed nations did not entirely ignore food security
concerns, and other developing nations may not share India’s strong opposition.

IANFT & HTAR, FaRfAT Gt & U e & Wiey Fa fanait S 3qaw =787 1, 3R 37
Repraefter gor emae AR F w2 AT & TgFT A 8

Negotiations on agriculture and domestic support have collapsed, and bilateral talks
on subsidies are nearly impossible.

F¥ 3R o Forda W AT et g1 18 €, 3R afewst w gfaveafrr arat orerster srdera
gl

China and the WTO: A Growing Challenge
A R Feeg A v Ted g8 Al

China’s entry into WTO posed a serious challenge that the WTO rules were not
equipped to handle.

et Y Secg AN H WETIAT Teh T3 el aalt, T Seog 3T foras Teirel w161 urv|

Nobody anticipated how WTO rules would fail to address the dominance of China in
global exports.

IS UG QATTAT Ag1 ool Hehl o Seegran foraer =er & dRaw T & wegea =t Herret
H 3EH |

China became an export juggernaut, while keeping domestic markets restricted,
creating imbalances in global trade.
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et veh forafe wgrerfda oe1 a1, Siafeh e IRt #t @fda wr, Sad aRas R &
IR 3o g3

e The WTO did not account for issues like excess capacity, where one country (like

China) could produce over 50% of global steel and cement, distorting global markets.
SeogEIHT o fARerd FeuTes &TAaT S8 Hegl 1 &A1 T T, ST61 Teh &2 (S <o)
e ¥t 3tk AT F150% F 31fF 3euree X T ¢, a8 AT+ SR AFa &

I K

e These are considered trade-distorting measures, but WTO lacked the foresight to
create rules to address them.

A SR FY faFa FI@ T 3T A S 8, oAfehet SscgEI3i 7 W gl it aamar iy
qaefee 7T o

Where tariffs trump economics

IGS Paper lll: Economics

he recently announced reciprocal tariffs
T by U.S. President Donald Trump have led
to a decline in the prices of key
commodities, crude oil, volatility, and a
downturn in stock markets. Since the tariff
announcement, crude oil prices have declined by
nearly 14%. This drop is driven by fears that the
global economy, particularly trade between
major economies, may slow down, which could
lead to reduced demand for oil. The responses to
the announcement have reinforced concerns that
a full-scale global trade war is now under way.
New trade tensions could lead to higher inflation,

slower economic growth, and escalating disputes.

More importantly, the announcement has
ushered in an extended period of uncertainty,
opening up new challenges to economic policy
making. While higher-income economies have
the time and armoury to retaliate to U.S. policies,
lower-income ones face a double disadvantage.
They have to cope with a new world order, while
addressing pressing domestic economic issues.

The role of reciprocal tariffs

Reciprocal tariff is a tax that one country places
on another in response to similar actions taken
by that country. The rationale for this response is
to protect local businesses, preserve jobs, and fix
trade imbalances. Though the idea behind
reciprocal tariffs is to create balance in trade,
they can lead to a back-and-forth increase in
trade barriers with negative impacts on both
economies. The evolution of reciprocal tariffs can
be traced to when countries began using tariffs to
shield their local industries, boost economic
growth, and negotiate better trade deals. While
reciprocal tariffs can help local industries in the
short run, they lead to higher prices for
consumers, disrupt supply chains, and slow
down growth. Tariffs were a major source of
income for governments, but this has greatly

\ -
M. Suresh Babu

Director, Madras
Institute of

Development Studies.

Views are personal

The proposed
tariffs are
expected to
deliver a blow
to India’s
merchandise
exports to the
Us.

reduced. They now serve as protective measures
or negotiation tools.

Targeting Asia

Two aspects of the tariff tirade stand out. First,
no other regions have been hit as hard as South
Asia and Southeast Asia. Economic development
over the past three decades in these regions has
largely been driven by exports to the rest of the
world, particularly the U.S. Exports to the U.S.
contribute around 30% of Vietnam’s GDP and
25% of Cambodia’s. Vietnam and Cambodia have
been hit by some of the highest tariffs (46% and
49%, respectively). Thailand, Indonesia, Malaysia,
the Philippines, and Singapore have been hit by
tariffs of varying magnitudes. Among countries of
that region, this round of tariffs poses perhaps
the greatest threat for Cambodia. The garment
industry, which employs close to 7,50,000
workers, has been crucial in providing steady
incomes to the poor. Thousands of jobs in this
sector are now likely to be lost. The smaller
economies of Southeast Asia are not in a position
to retaliate, unlike China, which has hit back with
its own measures. These economies can only
negotiate. And the interests of the U.S. would
primarily guide such negotiations.

The second is the curious case of calculation of
tariffs. The formula underpinning reciprocal tariff
is the country’s trade deficit with the U.S., divided
by its exports, and then divided by two. The U.S.
also implemented a 10% baseline tariff on almost
every country. However, the formula for
calculating tariff rates for nations around the
world is based on an elasticity rate lower than it
should be in practice. The formula assumes an
elasticity of import prices with respect to tariffs of
about 0.25, but economists are of the view that
the number should be closer to one. This
one-size-fits-all formula is blunt as it applies the
same math to countries whether they have

Where Tariffs Trump Economics

o SR ardheres uT g g S

1. The proposed tariffs are expected to hurt India’s merchandise exports to the U.S.

TEATIAd R & AR & ATl AT 1 AN # ThaTeT Tga=t 1 HaATaT |
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substantial trade barriers or wide-open markets.
It considers only the size of the trade deficit, not
why the deficit exists. Also, the trade deficit is
calculated using only goods (items that can be
shipped) and not services (technology, banking).
This benefits countries which export few goods
but plenty of financial services to the U.S.

Prospects for India
The proposed tariffs are expected to deliver a
blow to India’s merchandise exports to the U.S. If
tariff plans are implemented after the current
pause, India could see a $7.76 billion drop (6.4%)
in exports to the U.S. this year, according to an
estimate by Global Trade Research Initiative. In
2024, India exported $89 billion worth of goods
to the U.S. This underscores the need for India to
broaden the trade base necessitating swift trade
policy actions. First, India has to secure a
balanced trade deal with the U.S., which requires
continuous negotiations. Second, it needs to
fast-track trade agreements with the European
Union, the UK., and Canada. Third, it needs to
deepen ties with Russia, Japan, South Korea,
ASEAN, and the UAE. Fourth, it needs to handle
ties with China with deftness and strategic intent.
Some believe that India could convert the
situation into an opportunity. These beliefs are
partly driven by the spectacular success of
Apple’s iPhone exports from India (by 54% last
year). Hidden behind this achievement is the fact
that the total goods exports for 2024-25 was $437
billion, which is the same as last year. Given this
reality, cashing on the present situation requires
enormous homework. A set of coherent reforms
encompassing rationalised tariffs, simpler GST,
easier trade processes and fair implementation of
quality standards and controls are prerequisites
for such an ambition. Easier, straightforward
responses to intensify inward orientation runs the
risk of missing a global moment.
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Recently announced reciprocal tariffs by U.S. President Donald Trump have caused a
decline in prices of key commodities such as crude oil, increased volatility, and
triggered a stock market downturn.

AR Tegufa Seres €0 garT g & 7 i ufaentt ERw & FRoT F da SR
YW FEG3T T A 7 TRrae, 3rfeuar # gefdr, 3k IR e & fARrEe 318 B
Since the announcement, crude oil prices have dropped by nearly 14%.

HIYUT & §1¢ § Fod del T hIAAT 7 I 14% ST TRTaC 3115 &

This fall is due to fears of a global economic slowdown, especially in trade between
major economies, which may lower oil demand.

Ig TRTae dRaw nfls A, et wog@ srdegaeynst & & R & Rrae 3K aer
Y FIIT H glel Y ITRIHT & HROTES &

These responses have strengthened concerns that a global trade war may already be
underway.

ot TTATshan3it =1 38 FRIAT 1 Ao fohram § for ver 3R SR Jour ugel & €7 Y& 81 Iahr
gl

New trade tensions could result in higher inflation, slower growth, and more
disputes.

7€ AT AT I AL dg, R A @, 31 Rarel # gefer Hr Garmaar &

The announcement has created an extended period of uncertainty, posing new
challenges for economic policymaking.

9 ©TVOT o 37T Y wiet srafer T QEsnd F & ¢, o anfde shfet & feor 7
1S geitferat 3ms )
Higher-income countries can afford to retaliate, but lower-income countries suffer a

double disadvantage — coping with the new world order while dealing with domestic
economic issues.

3T AT T &2 Tl STaTel FRATS H Thdl g, oATohe] e AT aTe AT T AF fIeg sgawam
O foruest 3R @2 & e 3nféies Faeanat @ Sgiel 1 e JHATT &icll & |

The Role of Reciprocal Tariffs

sl SR B sy

A reciprocal tariff is a tax one country imposes in response to similar actions by
another country.

wfaree TRE a5 T T S Teh &0 GE 27 ST HATH HRATS & ST H ofalal & |

The aim is to protect local businesses, preserve jobs, and address trade
imbalances.

SHHI 34T TATHT SHGHTAT hY T&TT, AlFRAT Y Fo10 1@, HR AR Ao F SF
AT EIAT &

Though aimed at trade balance, these tariffs often trigger a cycle of increasing trade
barriers, hurting both economies.
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glelifeh Ig SATAR W AT oflel oh [IT Bl ©, olfchel I e q6d SATIR el & <Ish hl
S &d &, ToTd gt 3rdfegaramd yenfad giar &1

o Historically, countries used tariffs to protect industries, boost growth, and negotiate
trade deals.

UfAETiae &9 &, ST o 3rqer 35N Y 16T, 3w fawrr &1 qgrar, 3K g SR
FHSIS e & ToIw ER® 1 39ter fham|

e Inthe short term, they may help local industries, but lead to higher consumer prices,
supply chain disruption, and slower growth.

HH GAT A, Ig T 35N T A X Hehel 8, Alfehe] 3HY IUHIEFAT Hreral # e,
3Tfel sjEren & are, 3R Rwr a3 & FAr 3§

o Earlier, tariffs were a major source of revenue, but now they serve more as
protectionist tools or bargaining chips.

TEel SR TR TSI T GHE i F, olfhed 376 A FLRIOTcHAS 3T AT FREATSH &
3YHIOT S Toh & |

Targeting Asia
AT Y freIm=T St

e South Asia and Southeast Asia have been hit hardest by the U.S. tariff measures.
gfaror wfira 3ikt gfavor-qd it &1 3mife #1 IRw Aifa & gow S g S

e Economic growth in these regions over the last three decades was largely driven by
exports, especially to the U.S.

oo dieT gerl & 57 At 61 3 gefr, Traet 3R F fAafa © R @ e
e U.S. exports account for 30% of Vietnam’s GDP and 25% of Cambodia’s GDP.
AR A At Raaas & SHidid w1 30% 3R Fafzar & s w1 25% g
e Vietnam and Cambodia have been hit by tariffs of 46% and 49% respectively.
fRraae 3k FEfEaT W FHaer: 46% 3R 49% ERE oemw ITT §|

e Countries like Thailand, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, and Singapore have
also faced varying tariffs.

aréels, g, FarfRra, Rrelidiar it Riamge S deif 1 o et ot w ERw stem
RER

e Among these, Cambodia faces the greatest threat due to its garment industry,
employing 7,50,000 workers.

313 T FHEISYT T I T3T WA § FATTeh TgT T ARAC ST H 7,50,000 #fAF IR
gl

e Thousands of jobs in Cambodia’s garment sector are now likely to be lost.
HaI39T & glee & 7 379 goIRl AlARAT & F1er Fr 3 B

e Unlike China, these smaller economies lack the ability to retaliate and can only
negotiate, often on U.S. terms.
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e & Tad, T B rdeaaeyTe SaTE FRATE T & AT § 3R Fde Flearsit
Hohdl &, g & 3FaR AN Fr eaaf W)

Flaws in Tariff Calculation

¢RE IroraT & @rfaar

Tariff rates are based on a formula: trade deficit with the U.S. + exports + 2.

SR & Teh A W IR §: ARG & Gy =9R aret + f@7d + 2

Additionally, a 10% baseline tariff is applied to almost all countries.

g 37elTdT, orarerar weft 2t oX 10% FY Fesd RE &I o9ms 18 &

The formula assumes elasticity of 0.25, but economists argue it should be closer to 1.
IE G 0.25 T AT AT &, STieh AETAT T AT § 7o TE 1 & FAF glotl Mg

This uniform method ignores whether a country has high trade barriers or open
markets.

I5 T Rt I7 e el o R 2T & OT 3T AR ey § A7 ga aeR |

It only considers goods and not services, thus benefiting countries that export services
like finance and tech more than goods.

Ig hder qEGAT B F1eTer ¢, Qanst 71 7g7, e e 3 awahs St dare i s
aTer RIT T TS Bl &

Prospects for India
T F fae gsmmaame

If U.S. tariff plans are implemented, India’s exports to the U.S. may fall by $7.76
billion (a 6.4% drop).

3R AN 1 SR AT A BIell &, A SR 1 3R i fovater 7.76 faforaer ster
AT 6.4% T TT T o

In 2024, India exported $89 billion worth of goods to the U.S.

2024 #H 7R & 3ARHT F1 89 faferaet star He &1 AT e fham|

India must diversify its trade base and respond with swift trade policies.

HIA T 39 SATIR TR Ht e e afge 3 der sarafies Aifat & ary
EIGIERIR-TIGIEY

India must work on:

R Y fr1faf@d a3l 9 ) et a1 @

— Negotiating a balanced trade deal with the U.S.

— 3ARFT & Gy wGfAT AR FHESAT ) S|

— Fast-tracking trade agreements with the EU, UK, and Canada.

— Aty T, feet AR FA1sT & WY AR FHSAA dol § FHEAT|
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e — Deepening ties with Russia, Japan, South Korea, ASEAN, and UAE.
— T, ST, gfavor HINAT, ASEAN 3R UAE & 1Y HeET AT el
e —Handling China with strategic intent and caution.

— e & ATY I0TATAF FASTERT R FTaUT & STER =]

e Some believe this is an opportunity for India.
S eI T HTAAT ¢ 7o TE SR & FIT Tah W@ &) FehcT & |

o This belief stems from Apple’s iPhone exports rising by 54% last year.
39 faRaTd &7 3MUR Apple & iPhone faaTa 7 Reer a¥ 54% #r ggfer g1

e Yet, India’s total goods exports in 2024-25 remained at $437 billion, same as the
previous year.

AT 8T 2024-25 F HRA FT Fer AT vy 437 faferer ster €1 1T, S el Arer & R
oT|

To truly benefit, India needs comprehensive reforms:
qIEdd H AT 331 F fAT HR Y 419 FURT $Y TTIHT 8-

— Simplified GST,

— X Shread,

— Streamlined tariffs,

_ gafsa R,

e —Easier trade processes,

— | SR 9fHaTT,

— Fair enforcement of standards.

—Wmmﬁw&m‘r«ﬁmﬁl

Quick inward-looking reactions may cause India to miss global opportunities.

SToal # Feadt Afarat sl e 3w Irawrt @ Yawer T ToRT a7 T Hehcll B

On Jammu and Kashmir post Pahalgam terror attack
YEIITS 3MTcleh! gHe & 91 STFH-FHR T

The terror incident in Pahalgam was gruesome and aimed at sending
a clear message to India from those who committed the crime.

TEITA A GIHT TE ATt §HelT HATAE AT IR FHAT 36T 9 I T
TUSE [ &eAT T
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By targeting tourists based on religion and killing them in cold blood, terrorists
attempted to attack India’s pluralistic values.

HTfH® YR 9T gdes! HY F2ar same 3R Adaar @ gear &3, 3rdfendr o ARd &
qgeraTaTe! Hedl W TER 6|

A local Kashmiri who tried to help the victims was also killed, showing the brutality of
the attackers.

T TYHT FIH Faa Dfzat i #ee s Hr Fifer i, 39 o AR s =, S
AT T Tl AT &

The attack took place in a popular tourist location, harming the tourism-dependent
economy of Kashmir.

TE G Ueh W1 19d ThesT T IX E31T, TH R 1 qdea-3muiie srdeaaedr &
TR TEaT|

Thousands of livelihoods of Kashmiris linked to tourism have been adversely affected.
Tdes W 2 FIRI TSN AHTE FHeanRar Hr wsnfaa g5 &

The attack occurred during the visit of the U.S. Vice-President, trying to disturb the
image of normalcy post abrogation of J&K’s special status.

TE gl AR STrSgafar i 8T AT & GRT §3HT, S HeTede 370 geW & a1
AT A S 3T famssr &y wfrer o

This incident has triggered a fear that such attacks on tourists may recur, causing
economic pain to ordinary Kashmiris.

S TTAT o Tg HATAHT UeT X &F § T Ideshl I WA gHo e g Tohd o, forad 31
FARET Y 3 dier sttt s g &1

New Delhi and Srinagar must respond in a way that mitigates fear and sends a clear
message of unity against terror.

1S Reall 3R sNTaR 1 XAT STaTe AT {19 S T FY FH FX 3R IAF F @A vHar Fr
IS HA G

Diplomatic Action Against Pakistan

qifREdre & fAes Fedifas Frars

New Delhi has taken strong diplomatic measures against Pakistan, as most such
attacks are linked to Islamabad’s covert agencies.

oS feooll o IfFEaret o [Th F31 Feaifas FNETS 6T g, Fiih $H g & §Hal Bl
HEE AN I FEATATETG hY T TSATHAT B &

The absence of large-scale violence cannot be termed as normalcy in Kashmir.
SaTaF AT $Y IeTafeufar 1w A wreTeIar FAET FET S HehelT|

Normalcy is a relative concept that must be felt rather than announced.

HATAIAT Ueh AT98T ITUROT ¢ T 9 il & oI 3repstd oham Sirem =g
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Though 1990s-level militancy did not return post-abrogation, sporadic attacks
continue in new areas.

maﬁ1990$amﬁm@rm@§é,aﬁma§mrﬁwwmaﬁ%l

Terrorists have targeted Kashmiri Pandits, migrants, and security forces in areas
previously untouched by militancy.

TRl o 37 &TaT # ey ufSal, yarfdat st geam &t o1 f@erer swmr sEr age
EDCICE R

Political activity in the Valley has been restricted, leaving little space for citizens to
raise governance-related issues.

1T Ttetfaes rfafafirat @i © 8, orad Aneient & fov ameer @ S8t A7 3o/ 6

TSTTS FH 81 IS B
Lok Sabha elections and SC-mandated Assembly polls offered some room for
public expression, but still cannot define normalcy.

AFHAT AT 3R FAA FIE @RI HfAarS RUTTH7:T ToA1a & SeTar Y AT T HS S8
TN, oIfeheT S WIATEIAT ST6T FeT ST FehcT|

Way Forward for New Delhi and Srinagar

TS fereell 31T sie9R & forw 3mar &1 IFan

The Union government must work together with the Jammu and Kashmir
administration to create a cohesive approach.

&g FIER 1 F T FAR THT & T A T @ Wi 9= ariev]

There is a need to restore Statehood to Jammu and Kashmir to empower its
institutions and people.

SFH-FAHR FT TS FT AT TT el T HTTLIRT § dlieh 3T GEAT3T 3 SeTelr &t
RAF TohaT ST Heh |

Together, the Centre and the UT must isolate radical and violent elements who
threaten the livelihoods of Kashmiris and safety of tourists.

e 3R g AT Teer e 3 Fegeradt 3R e daeal S rerr-gaer & i
FARAT ¥ T 3R qAeHT hr &I A G A STeld 8|
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Power and ﬁ'eedom

|GS Paper Il Internal Security
At stake is not the u)nnnuancc of
a Minister but propriety

asking Tamil Nadu Minister for Electrici-

ty, Prohibition and Excise V. Senthilbalaji,
who has been out on bail since September 2024
in an alleged money laundering case, to choose
between his post and freedom was expected. In
the last four months, the Court has used strong
language against the Minister on more than one
occasion. Last December, the Court expressed its
objection to the return of Mr. Senthilbalaji to the
Cabinet a few days after it granted him bail. On
March 24, it took a dim view of the lack of res-
ponse from him to its question raised on Febru-
ary 12 over his continuance as Minister. Mr. Sen-
thilbalaji, in all likelihood, would have
anticipated what the Court said now. That two se-
nior advocates, Kapil Sibal and Mukul Rohatgi,
and an advocate for the Minister, had to persuade
a Bench of Justices A.S. Oka and Ujjal Bhuyan not
to issue an interim order till Monday (April 29) is
no common event in any court of law, let alone
the Supreme Court. The observations of the
Bench that it had been a “mistake” in granting
him bail and that the conduct of the Minister was
“dishonest,” and the statement of Justice Oka to
Mr. Sibal that “you [Mr. Senthilbalaji] will ensure
that no witness comes to the box”, reflect con-
cerns that a Minister could tamper with evidence
and influence witnesses. Clearly, Mr. Senthilbalaji
would have done himself a favour by not return-
ing to the Cabinet.

Even now, it is not too late for him to resign. If
he does not, Chief Minister M.K. Stalin would be
forced to act against him. What is at stake is not
just the continuance of a Minister, but propriety.
After all, the Court had granted Mr. Senthilbalaji
bail not on merits, but on the ground that he had
undergone an incarceration of one year as an un-
der trial in the case. When it had not given him a
clean chit in the first instance, his re-induction in-
to the Cabinet has naturally become a subject
matter before the Court, regardless of the cor-
rectness or otherwise of the Minister’s claim that
“there is not even a whisper of violation of any
bail condition.” On September 28, 2024, at the
time when he was granted bail, The Hindu had
pointed out that “the cause of justice for the vic-
tims of the job scandal and a fair trial for the ac-
cused would be served well if Mr. Stalin avoids in-
ducting Mr. Senthilbalaji again in his Cabinet
until he is cleared of the charges.” The point still
holds. Mr. Senthilbalaji should not risk the igno-
miny of getting dropped from the Cabinet on the
recommendation of the Chief Minister.

A SaraT|

T he Supreme Court’s remark on April 23,

Address
Email Id

Power and Freedom: On the Senthilbalaji
Case

rfFd 3R Tadaar; dReETaTs AT W

At stake is not just the continuance of a Minister,
but the question of propriety.

Ig Had Th HAN & doF @1 T ATHAT AT, dfed 3R
m(propriety)ﬂﬂ'{a%l

Supreme Court’s Observation

oo Fé o oo

e On April 23, the Supreme Court asked Tamil Nadu Minister V.
Senthilbalaji, who is out on bail since September 2024, to choose
between his ministerial post and freedom.

23 3ri¥er 3 G FE 3 affrereg & e Y, SfRreraTOTSh, S R

2024 Q@ ST W 8, § I& AR Fac=dl 7 § Teh FI Iolol Y Fgl |

o The Minister is facing charges in an alleged money laundering
case.

A W A A5 F U HIAFT AHS H 3RIT T £
e Inthe past four months, the Court has used strong language
against the Minister on multiple occasions.

oo IR ARG H, FIC o HAT & ATH FHS S HIT ATET T JITeT fhar
gl

e In December 2024, the Court objected to the Minister's return to
the Cabinet just days after being granted bail.
REaT 2024 F, AE 7 7 & FRsre F arodt 1 39y FTas I 378

AT &1 1S 2|

e On March 24, the Court expressed dissatisfaction over his lack of
response to a question raised earlier on February 12 about his
continuance as Minister.

24 AT T HIE 7 12 BIE Sl 33T 3T T2 T 3edoh 3T o 8o T olhT
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Court.

g Tase AT Th AT FAASTATS o IS ST TAAT Reaforay S THTE=T gga F T g1aft|

Legal Developments and Courtroom Dynamics

FTee! e IR ey fFufa

e Three senior advocates including Kapil Sibal and Mukul Rohatgi had to convince the
Bench of Justices A.S. Oka and Ujjal Bhuyan not to issue an interim order until April
29 (Monday).

e Reaer 3R AFa Qgaeit Gigd e aRvs et 1 e v.vw. 3w 3R ssoe
3T Y IS & Tg AT 7 HgeTd el To1 o 29 31T (HIAAR) T Fls HaRar amger o
feam s

e The Bench called the granting of bail a “mistake” and labelled the Minister's conduct as
“dishonest”.

0TS o STHATAT Gol I Teh “aTerdl” ohgl 3R FAT b STAER DI “ASATAY” TATAT|

e Justice Oka even remarked that Mr. Senthilbalaji would ensure that “no withess comes
to the box”, suggesting possible tampering with evidence.

SIS 31T =1 TgT A et o AT ARAFaTelTol “go1aTs # 1S 1978 181 31t &3, 3
HIET T BIOTS T 31T o ATAT B
« It would have been wiser for the Minister not to return to the Cabinet.

7 & fov I8 gHEser) gid! i 3 $fase & aug 7 atea

Call for Resignation

SEATP T AT

e Even now, it is not too late for Mr. Senthilbalaji to resign voluntarily.
37T 4T AT AT TSI o I FATST A SEATPT &of T THT ¢ |
o If he refuses, Chief Minister M.K. Stalin might be forced to act.
3R CAT 76T lt, A HEIHA UA.F. T 1 FRATS F6A1 95 FHhell o
e The issue at stake is not the post, but the integrity of public office.

HECT UG o 16T, SToh HTdelfeleh qe i IFRIar & & |

Bail Context and Public Expectation

STHTSTT T Wt 3T et 3rdet

e The bail was not granted on merit, but because the Minister had already spent one year
in jail as an undertrial.
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STHTAT ATHA T ToaTE 9T 81, Sfodh safaT &Y 718 A FifF #7 v A1l do ST A 9
)

e The Court has not cleared him of the charges.
PIE o 3¢ AT § IFA ST HAT B |

e Therefore, his re-induction into the Cabinet naturally became a matter of judicial
concern.

zaforT, 3o1er T @ Fieste & nfArer e veh =i Rar 1 Ay a1 12|

o Mr. Senthilbalaji claims there has been “no violation” of bail conditions.
AT AFACTSTCATSN T 1T & R STATerer Y oRelY ofY erct 7 Seereret 781 g3 &

o However, the matter remains serious as the Court did not approve of his return.
gTelifeh, HTHET I3 FeAT G31T & FATTeh PIE =¥ JeTehl ATTHT Y FHo[Y T8 4|

e On September 28, 2024, it was suggested that justice would be better served if Mr.
Senthilbalaji was not re-inducted until he was cleared of charges.

28 RAdaR 2024 1 Ig Faara o I 41 % Sra a3+ It @ FqyFa 7t frar sman, a9
oeh 3¢ $iaae # eWRT WA 7 fFar S|

e That recommendation still holds true.
I FATd AT oY IrefAE & |
e Mr. Senthilbalaji should avoid the dishonour of being removed by the Chief Minister.

A ARACTSTATSH I FEIHAT SIRT FEIT ST Y F&ATH F T AT

New Delhi must act in concert with Srinagar to isolate
terrorists

Page8 1
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Sent messages

GS Paper llI: Internal Security
New Delhi must act in concert with

Srinagar to isolate terrorists

dent in Pahalgam, India must hear clearly
the message emanating from those who
committed the heinous crimes. By targeting tou-
rists by religion and killing them in cold blood,
the terrorists have sought to undermine India’s
plurality and what the country stands for. By kill-
ing a local Kashmiri who tried to help the hapless
tourists, and by targeting people in a popular lo-
cation that benefits the Kashmiri economy, the
attackers have grievously harmed the livelihoods
of thousands of Kashmiris dependent on tou-
rism. By choosing to attack unarmed tourists at a
time when the U.S. Vice-President was visiting In-
dia, they have also sought to undermine the per-
ception that economic activities had returned to
normalcy after the tumultuous period following
the abrogation of special status for Jammu and
Kashmir. The tragic by-product of the killings is
now fear of the possibility that such attacks on
tourists may recur, and of the economic pain that
this would cause ordinary Kashmiris. New Delhi’s
and Srinagar’s responses must keep these in
mind and work towards the mitigation of fear and
send a clear message — the people of India, in-
cluding Kashmiris, are united against terror.
Following the attacks, New Delhi has sought to
use strong diplomatic measures available in its ar-
senal against Pakistan, as it is well known that
such terror attacks are almost always carried out
by radicalised elements who are trained by Isla-
mabad’s covert agencies. As it turns out, the
mere absence of spectacular violence cannot be
termed normalcy. Normalcy is a relative term
and it is better experienced than announced.
While the large-scale violence and militancy that
was seen in the 1990s never happened despite
the unpopularity of these decisions, the uneasy
calm was reflected in the sporadic incidents of
terrorism targeting Kashmiri Pandits, migrants,
and security forces in new areas that were hither-
to bereft of militancy. With significant curbs on
political activity, there was little outlet even for
demands related to governance for the citizenry.
The conduct of Lok Sabha elections and the Su-
preme Court-mandated Assembly election pro-
cess allowed for some expression of voices in the
Valley, but it is a stretch to say that this was “nor-
malcy”. The Union government must work in
concert with the Jammu and Kashmir govern-
ment, empower Jammu and Kashmir by restor-
ing Statehood, and assert this cohesion to isolate
radical and violent elements threatening the live-
lihoods of Kashmiris and the lives of tourists visit-
ing the serene valley.

l n the aftermath of the gruesome terror inci-

and Kashmir.

TS feeel @Y siisaR & ATy AT 3Tdasareal o1
3TSTIT-A ST HIA & [T FIH HIAT AT

In the aftermath of the gruesome terror incident in
Pahalgam, India must hear clearly the message
emanating from those who committed the heinous
crimes.

g H fOelst 3Tdsard) g & 16, HRd $F 3T AN
¥ fAshel T§ WU T TS T § Yoo A1 ¢ Siegial T e
3rqrer fre

. By targeting tourists by religion and killing them in cold blood, the
terrorists have sought to undermine India’s plurality and what the country
stands for.

9 & YR W TITaH! H FR0TAT ToATa 3ot 58 Gol § ARG HTaharear
o AR <1 fafererar 3R ger & el 1 HASR Fel S HIRAA HT B

. By killing a local Kashmiri who tried to help the hapless tourists,
and by targeting people in a popular location that benefits the Kashmiri
economy, the attackers have grievously harmed the livelihoods of
thousands of Kashmiris dependent on tourism.

Ueh T FH I ARSY, [S T A et Fr Fiferer &, 3R HFRr
yémwﬁmqgaﬁmwmmﬁaﬁﬁaﬁﬁ?mw
FHATAN & 9¥eaT W IR goIRT w2y &y 3mehfaenr & iR &7 &

TR TEAAT B |
. By choosing to attack unarmed tourists at a time when the U.S.

Vice-President was visiting India, they have also sought to undermine the
perception that economic activities had returned to normalcy after the
tumultuous period following the abrogation of special status for Jammu

ST FARNHY ISl 7R H7 ST W W A, 37 TAT [Agcd Tdeahl W gHAT Il 3oaied
IE CaEd T T IR A o 3RYes arfafafrr e il weei & faQ gof i gafea
& 9T T 81 1S of |
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e The tragic by-product of the killings is now fear of the possibility that such attacks on
tourists may recur, and of the economic pain that this would cause ordinary Kashmiris.

BT T glie TROMH IE © o 379 e I U gHel & T A glel FI 5T E, 3N Tg
3Tl s FHANIT & grem|

o New Delhi’'s and Srinagar’s responses must keep these in mind and work towards the
mitigation of fear and send a clear message — the people of India, including
Kashmiris, are united against terror.

7 el 3R AT A fafhanait I g1 a1l I €21t & W U F FH A & v
FIH T AT 3R T Tose Heor AT ART — HRT & 9T, HREART GAd, 3Tdhdle &
& Thae B

¢ Following the attacks, New Delhi has sought to use strong diplomatic measures
available in its arsenal against Pakistan, as it is well known that such terror attacks are
almost always carried out by radicalised elements trained by Islamabad’s covert
agencies.

g & a1, 7S Reel ¥ UrfhEdrst & f&emt ey AEANIR 7 39cet Feaiifas surt &
YT Y T pITALT T &, Fifeh Tg 37T ag A ST ST § foh U0 3Tdanarey gdor
SITHIT GARIT FEATATEIG, 1 I[Ccf Tol (A1 ST TRITETT heexudly dedl g v Sid €l

e Asitturns out, the mere absence of spectacular violence cannot be termed normalcy.
Normalcy is a relative term and it is better experienced than announced.

ST foh I ATHT 31T &, Shaer fyemmer T &1 srquieufar o1 amaea Fufa w78t et sm
TehdT| FTATY AT Teh JolellcHeh 2sq § 3R 38 EINUT idel § JEcR 31e7d foham ST &

o While the large-scale violence and militancy that was seen in the 1990s never
happened despite the unpopularity of these decisions, the uneasy calm was reflected in
the sporadic incidents of terrorism targeting Kashmiri Pandits, migrants, and security
forces in new areas that were hitherto bereft of militancy.

1990 & &2 H i 53 YA X fgar 3R 3ang @r I1ar o1, a8 57 [Aviat fr 3rvaerfaiar &
magmﬁaﬁgmaﬁmugmweﬁﬁrmmﬂﬁ%ﬁ,ﬂ@waﬂ?gmaﬁw
m*wmﬁmﬁg,mmmﬁﬁamm

e With significant curbs on political activity, there was little outlet even for demands
related to governance for the citizenry.
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e The conduct of Lok Sabha elections and the Supreme Court-mandated Assembly
election process allowed for some expression of voices in the Valley, but it is a stretch
to say that this was “normalcy”.

AFEHT FoATT R GRA FIE garT MRS farererwsim gorg wfswar « o & Fo marsi
STFd Pt I TR T, Sfehad 3 "ATATTIAT hgaAT Ueh JfaeraifFa gl

The Union government must work in concert with the Jammu and Kashmir
government, empower Jammu and Kashmir by restoring Statehood, and assert this
cohesion to isolate radical and violent elements threatening the livelihoods of Kashmiris
and the lives of tourists visiting the serene valley.

&g AR 1 F9 AR FIAR TER & A1 Ao F1H FE1 1780, TS 1 g1 T8
e STFH 3R AR T Ferard JA1T1 A1RT, 3R 38 AT Y H1IH T@d @WW
T 3TTSNTdeRT 3R T TTET 7 3TeT aTel YACHT o SHideT bl TR H 3Telel aTel heeudT 3R
T&Teh dcal &1 3TTT-UoTdT T TR T|

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper IV and Essay)

1. I lost my dad to bullets, but Kashmir has given me 2
brothers’

Het 3raet Ryar & Mfet 7 @ Rz, afFa s a ggra
aTs Rw

2. All bark no bite: The toothless critiques of Hollywood’s
anti-capitalist media

for ereal 1 @TelY Tet=e: gleligs & faiedt geitardr Aifsar
$Y ATHTH AT
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Tlost my dad to bullets, but Kashmir has given me 2 brothers’

[GS Paper IV: Ethics

M.P. Praveen
KOCHI

Arathy Sarath displayed a
strange, traumatic numb-
ness as she recalled how
she felt the coldness of a
gun, which a militant put
to her head moments after
shooting her father right
before her eyes at Baisaran
Valley, Pahalgam, in South
Kashmir on  Tuesday
afternoon.

“I don’t know whether
he intended to shoot me or
did it merely to scare me.
He was not in military un-
iform. He probably spared
me after hearing the
screams of my twin boys,”

| lost my dad to bullets, but Kashmir has given me 2

brothers’

Ms. Sarath, daughter of N.
Ramachandran, 65, a na-
tive of Edappally district in
Kerala who was among
those killed in the terrorist
attack, told the media on
Thursday.

She was screaming out,
holding on to her father’s
lifeless body. Then she
heard her children crying
out, “Amma let’s move.”
“That probably awakened
the mother in me. After all,
there was nothing I could
do to save my father. He
was already dead,” she
said.

Ms. Sarath, her children
and Ramachandran had
just entered the large open

Grim memory: Arathy, daughter of Pahalgam terror attack victim
N. Ramachandran, interacting with the media in Kochi. RK. NITHIN

cracker, and I wondered
who was bursting crackers
on this hilltop. Then I
heard another noise, and

valley around 2.10 p.m.
Hardly 10 minutes later,
she heard a loud noise. “It
sounded more like a fire-

at a distance I could see a
man firing a gun. I told my
father that it was a terror
attack and cried out to lie
low,” Ms. Sarath said.

After being spared, she
joined others fleeing down
the hilltop along the horse
route to the town. As her
mobile regained signal, she
rang her local cab driver,
Musafir, who drove them
away to safety.

Next challenge

Ms. Sarath’s next challenge
was not to let her mother
know about the death of
her father. She told her
mother that her father was
only injured and was being

treated. “In the hotel room
where we were put up, |
ensured the cable televi-
sion remained disconnect-
ed. Even when I spoke to
the police personnel, I
asked them not to let my
mother know about the
tragedy,” she said.

What Ms. Sarath, ho-
wever, recollected with a
lot of gratitude was the
support of the local Kash-
miris. “Musafir and anoth-
er local driver Sameer
were with me, even when |
stood outside the morgue
till 3 a.m. They treated me
like a younger sister. Kash-
mir has now given me two
brothers.”

Het 3roet Ryar & Mot 7 @ B, AfFa AR gy ons

ﬁ-u-s

Arathy Sarath recalled the traumatic moment when a militant pointed
agun at her head just after shooting her father at Baisaran Valley,
Pahalgam, in South Kashmir on Tuesday afternoon.

IA YT A 3 &A1 Tl F I fh AT ST Tk ATdHhdIdT o 37 AT |
dqeh e 41, 8 W THYT ST 3UA SfAIor FeAR & ggee e & duReT delt A
HAIIR g9 379 T &Y aively AR & o)

e She was unsure if the militant intended to shoot her or just scare her, and
believed he spared her after hearing the screams of her twin sons.

3og Tg TISE ST AT fh TAFhaIe) 3e¢ ARAT ATEAT AT AT ST, ifoheT 3¢ o9 o IeTh
S547 9t i N Foraw 38 3+¢ o13 |
e Arathy is the daughter of N. Ramachandran, aged 65, a native of Edappally district
in Kerala, who was among those killed in the terrorist attack.

3R F RdT Ut TGS, 65 a¥, FTel & TeTqed! forel & fovardl), ST AT F T A ST s

HTAHATE! §Hel A AR 7|

e She was holding her father's lifeless body and screaming, but then heard her
children crying, “Amma, let’s move.”
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e That moment awakened the mother in her, and she realized there was nothing she
could do for her father anymore.

39 &707 37 e Y A 51T 38, 3N 3¢ FHST A 307 % 39 7% I N & v Fs
CHERE: LT

e They had entered the valley around 2:10 p.m., and within 10 minutes, they heard
loud noises resembling firecrackers.

awaﬂwmz:mﬁmﬁt@'#ﬁ,ﬁ?ﬁ%lomzﬁasrmﬁgmézﬁ,a’r
qer@y SHHY o W@ ot

e She saw aman firing a gun in the distance and told her father that it was a terror
attack, urging him to lie down.

3egiel §F U JATEHY Y el TelTd §T @1, 3R 379+ el & g1 & Ig Acihar) A &,

3R 3¢ T Aeat ' FaT|

o After being spared, Arathy fled down the hilltop with others through the horse
route to the town.

9 ST F a1, 37 317 A9 & T gErEt @ A 9 F I F 9T A |

e As her mobile phone regained signal, she contacted her local cab driver, Musafir,
who came and took them to safety.

SIA 81 3ot AiaTg el RAverer 3 3TAT, 3ogiel TAG e ST5a% FAITHT FT Bt T, foee
37¢ QIR T T g

e Her next challenge was to hide the news of her father’s death from her mother.
3T ATt et 3Tl AT @ 37 e iy Al i e Burean |

o She told her mother that he was only injured and ensured the hotel’s cable TV
remained disconnected.

3egiel 39el AT ¥ FgT B 3% e R arrer § 3k gafRaa R & gieer w1 Faer &
T @I

e Even while speaking with the police, she requested them not to reveal the news to
her mother.

Ig1 e o o1 a gfore & a1 T 1@ off, 7 3 3gier 3T areqrer R B 3 3oy A Y
g e A TA10|

o« What stood out to her amid this tragedy was the support from local Kashmiris.
= AT & € A AT 3¢ TIW ST I1E WQY, a8 ot T ARt w1 gwde|

e Her cab driver Musafir and another local driver, Sameer, stayed with her till 3 a.m.
while she waited outside the morgue.

3% gBa] AT AR TF 3o TATAT FIHaT WA 379 F1Y I 3 T dF FaATR F
e T3 T
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e She said they treated her like a younger sister, and now she considers them as
two brothers Kashmir has given her.

3ogIet &gl o 3egiet 33T 3T BIEY TgT T NG FHHAT, 31 3T FeAR o 7ygt &Y or$ Rrw &

IN THE LIMELIGHT

EIN FILM VON
RUBEN OSTLUND
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Posters of Triangle of Sandness and Squid Game. WIKIPEDIA
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All bark no bite: The toothless critiques of
Hollywood'’s anti-capitalist media

Society’s collective thirst for catharsis is answered by Hollywood with superficial satires that shrink from addressing larger socio-economic
structures that divide the haves from the have-nots; it seems that the cinema-going audience is itself the object of this satire

ssa’

Tamma Moksha

vercoming the one-inch tall
barrier that most vernacular
language films get buried
under, Bong Joon Ho's Parasite
took home four Oscars at the 92nd
Academy Awards in 2020, including Best
Picture, becoming the first non-English
film to do so. The lockdowns that
followed soon after restricted the masses
to the four walls of their houses as they
lost $3.7 trillion while the billionaires
gained $3.9 trillion, making the
dichotomy between the Kim family and
the Park family ever more so relevant.
The sting of a crumbling health
infrastructure and the absence of social
security schemes ushered in an
anti-capitalist sentiment into the social
consciousness of the young. Subsequent
wars, a genocide, and an ongoing trade
war highlighted the fragility of the
modern economic apparatus, leaving the
proletariat craving for catharsis.
Hollywood production studios took a hint
and rose to the occasion. Nodding their
heads in agreement to Slavoj Zizek’s
proclamation that anti-capitalism is
widely disseminated in capitalism, they
pumped millions of dollars into
manufacturing content that disapproved
of the current economic order, and film
festivals in turn have honoured them.

Superficial satire abounds

Two-time Palme d’Or winner Ruben
Ostlund’s Triangle of Sadness follows a
group of wealthy elites whose lives spiral
into chaos after their cruise ship sinks and
they are left stranded on an isolated
island. To market the film, the trailer of
the movie quoted blurbs from reviews

All bark no bite: The toothless critiques of Hollywood’s anti-

that alluded to the anti-capitalist bend of
the movie. Promising a revolution, Mr.
Ostlund subjected the audience to hollow
satirical whimpers that sink with the ship
halfway through the movie. Right as water
starts flooding the beast, for a moment, it
feels like a new dawn is possible.

However, our hopes are dashed when
Abigail, a low-ranked staff member of the
ship, takes control of the survivors on the
island and replicates the power structures
and social hierarchies prevalent in
capitalist society to further her desires. In
movies where catharsis is hard to come
by, the producers seem to be keen to
persuade the audience that resistance is
futile and that we should not bother
attempting to resist the misgivings of the
current society.

The Menu featuring Ralph Fiennes and
Anya Taylor-Joy is another example of
superficial satire. It puts the focus on a
chef exacting revenge with a touch of
class dynamics and a sprinkling of politics
in the culinary world. We meet the rich at
their dining table — each with their own
shades of arrogance, ignorance, and
egotism. While satire necessitates
exaggeration, this concoction of personal
flaws doled out to the uber-rich
characters drives home the belief that
they are undeserving of their wealth
because of their shortcomings. The
creators of such films shirk the
responsibility of interrogating larger
socio-economic structures that divide the
haves from the have-nots.

Movies that satirise comically evil rich
characters provide catharsis by getting
the audience to point their fingers and
laugh at the cost of their characters’
misery. They give people an outlet to
declare their opinions on the situation,

capitalist media

for ereal #r @Tel JTelte=d: gleligs & faiedt qeftard Aifsar i

ATHIH ITATTATT

| overvaluing their beliefs instead of

striving to present an alternate world that
is more equal or an idea that could inspire
praxis. They affirm the notion that as long
as we believe in our hearts that capitalism
is bad, we are free to continue to
participate in capitalistic exchange.

One of Netflix’s flagship shows, Squid
Game, enraptured the audience in 2021
with a seemingly refreshing take on
financial desperation that traps the
working class. However, its critique too
overlooked the structural economic issues
plaguing society and focused on turning
the competition into a spectacle.

Following its global success, the
streaming giant greenlit Squid Game: The
Challenge, a reality show that mimicked
games from the original show sans the
fatal consequences. The show cast 456
participants in the age range of 18 to 74
years competing for a whopping $4.56
million prize. The irony of turning social
satire into a reality game show raised
serious questions of artistic integrity.
Reports of mishaps on set surfaced in the
wake of its release, and contestants who
allegedly suffered hypothermia and nerve
damage have threatened legal action.

As Mark Fisher remarked in Capital
Realism, in the current neo-liberal world
order, subjugation no longer takes the
form of a subordination to an extrinsic
spectacle, but rather invites us to interact
and participate. It seems that the
cinema-going audience is itself the object
of this satire.

Flip side of visual aesthetics

In their quest to satirise the rich, shows
like Succession and Severance have
banished the poor to the margins of the
cinematic frame. In instances where the

working class makes it to the frames, they
are punished for overstaying their
welcome. In the first season of The White
Lotus, Kai, a native Hawaiian, is
persuaded by a resort guest to steal from
the hotel to ease his family’s struggles
under the pretext of “getting back at the
colonisers”. However, when he is caught
in the act, he is sent to prison and is never
heard from again.

Usually, the production of shows
critiquing the uber-rich is set in elaborate
mansions and sprawling holiday resorts
under saturated colours and sanitised
lights. Their costumes are procured from
high-end fashion houses, and the
carefully curated custom props are added
to suit the sensibilities of their characters.
While they succeed in manufacturing an
ecosystem seeped in opulence and
excess, that is removed from the daily
lives of the masses, the magnitude of
Hollywood's cultural capital inadvertently
commands replication from the audience,
mostly in the form of merchandise sold by
the production houses at inflated prices.

These material production staples in
the age of mechanical reproduction seem
to take a life of their own, feeding into the
hegemonic propaganda machine,
rendering the satire toothless — as pointed
out by Fisher, “film performs our
anti-capitalism for us, allowing us to
consume with impunity”.

The consumption choices presented to
us by the Hollywood elite under the garb
of culture are shaped by the imperatives
of market logic and are the result of
prioritising profit over creativity and
artistic integrity. Their cultural projects
are designed to conceal the fact that
operations of capital do not depend on
any subjectively assumed belief.

Hollywood addresses society's collective thirst for catharsis with
superficial satires that avoid confronting larger socio-economic
structures dividing the rich and the poor.

gIeigs AT Y AR YEraT 1 AT HI WIell 49 & |19 O FIa1 ¢,
S RT3 et & = fAsree w1 arelt 93 aEfaw -3t et #r
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e It seems that the cinema-going audience is itself the object of this satire.

UHT Yeltel BT & o FTAT S@= aTelr aeieh Te 58 S839 &l ofled &l AT & |

Overcoming the one-inch tall barrier that most vernacular language
films get buried under

IHAFA 8T 1T oAl & A= g F1et arel) T 59 IS Y IR FY IR
HT

e Bong Joon Ho’s Parasite overcame the barrier and won four Oscars at the 92nd
Academy Awards in 2020, including Best Picture, becoming the first non-English film to
do so.

ST ST 81 T YT s 58 SR T IR ol 3R 2020 & 927 3ehleHT [RERRT H TR
ITERT S, ToTs aaass T enfaer a1, 3R I8 0T Xt arell ugell 3R-373iT thed aal|

o During the subsequent lockdowns, while the masses lost $3.7 trillion, the billionaires
gained $3.9 trillion, making the class divide in the movie ever more relevant.

Wﬁg@HT*Sde #H, STafeh 1A S9N o $3.7 Teforget o1 senaet o, a8l 3rauferar o
$3.9 TeTorzreT & HATHT AT, fSHd Whod & aa1 fasster AR of grafare g1 arn|

e The absence of social security schemes and a crumbling health infrastructure ushered in
an anti-capitalist sentiment among the young.

ATATTSTh GR&TT ASTAIHT T 3gafefar 3N TR Fareey afd & Zarsit # e faed geftare
HTGAT T 3¢ T

» Hollywood studios responded by producing content that criticized the current economic
order, embracing Slavoj Zizek’s idea that anti-capitalism is widely disseminated within
capitalism.

glollgs TTSAIS o TcTAT 1Tk SHGEUT T HTeATeIAT et dTel hee T AT &leh
Teltalst Toreteh & 38 faaR oY 3r9e=Tra f& faied geiiare gefiare & $ficR saraeh &9 & thefrar
ST |
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Superficial satire abounds
g 7T A HAR

o Triangle of Sadness by Ruben Ostlund satirizes wealthy elites but ultimately undermines
anti-capitalist themes by replicating capitalist power structures.

&l OFCTR[S T ZT0TTeT 3T H5o1e IR T SHIT el § oAfeheT 3ictd: Yiiarar Luferel
T3 T GG er Fvas FaRied dafare faam &t Fasit ¢ &t B

e The protagonist, Abigail, from a low-ranked staff member, takes control of the survivors
on the island and mirrors the existing capitalist hierarchies.

HEY T, TS, SiY Ueh folaet-Yoh S e @1l &, el R S §U Al o) forio7 et
I & 3R AlSTEr JeiareT qarefshat S 2 8|

e The film shows that resistance is futile, persuading the audience to accept the
misgivings of the current society.

hed Ig fe@rd ¥ i ufairyr ode §, giet &Y addATT AT & ITAfadl sl TR HlaT
& foT Fgar A 81

e The Menu is another example of superficial satire, focusing on class dynamics but failing
to examine larger socio-economic issues.

g Hrg T 43T 1 Teh 3R 3areor 8, St a9t arfefierdr IR earet i aar ¢ oifehet 13
ATATTST- T Hegl T ST el 7 TG Bl g

o Films like these give audiences an outlet to mock the wealthy but avoid presenting an
alternative, equal world.

VT Thed gt T 31T T FHSIT 32T &bl Ueh dehT &al &, Sfhe] Ueh dehfoUeh THTT
gferam segd Fet | el 8

Squid Game: A missed opportunity for real critique

Reas 1. 3rael sreae & fav v @$ g% wermaen
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Squid Game highlighted financial desperation but failed to address the structural issues
in society, focusing instead on the competition as a spectacle.

EFas 71H = T gdme &) 39PR fhaT, Sfehed THTST & TXedTcHS THTIATHT UT 3T
e e, 31N sgeh S Ui ATdaT Y Ueh qHETRIT &= fea|

The reality show Squid Game: The Challenge, launched after the success of the original
show, turned the anti-capitalist satire into a game show, raising questions about artistic
integrity.

3HC A T Aholcll & §1G elied T 31T RATAET AT a5 717 & elelor TR Yaitare

GIY T Teh Wl N H Feo [T, T FddlcHS SHEHT W JaTd 36|

Mishaps on the set, including contestants suffering from hypothermia and nerve
damage, further highlighted the contradictions of turning satire into a reality show.

ﬁtwgégémsﬁ,%ﬂﬁqﬁmﬁﬁaﬁmaﬁmaﬂtaﬁwmwmmw,ﬁ
g 1 RATAET oY & Seorar & {remsmat &1 31k off 35mR &R

The flip side of visual aesthetics
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Shows like Succession and Severance satirize the rich but push the poor to the margins
of the frame, punishing them for overstaying their welcome.
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In The White Lotus, the poor character, Kai, who tries to steal from a hotel to help his
family, is punished severely, highlighting the marginalization of the working class.
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The visual production of these shows, set in luxurious settings, creates an ecosystem of
opulence that is disconnected from the daily lives of the masses.
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e The material production staples, sold at inflated prices as merchandise, feed into the
hegemonic propaganda machine, diluting the satire.
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e Hollywood’s cultural projects, though critiquing capitalism, end up promoting
consumerism and prioritizing profit over creativity.
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