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1. India always chose Buddha over Yuddha, says Kharge
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2. East Asians began evolving to drink milk before rearing
cattle
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3. With a new Pope, an understanding of Catholicism in
India
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India always chose Buddha
over yuddha, says Kharge

The Congress leader was speaking after paying respects to the Buddha on Buddha Purnima

near Kalaburagi; when nation is under threat, we must rise above caste and religion, he adds

[GS Paper I: A&C

The Hindu Bureau
KALABURAGI

e are at the
WCrossroads to-
day, torn bet-

ween choosing war and
embracing Buddha’s ideol-
ogy of peace, said Mallikar-
jun Kharge, Leader of the
Opposition in the Rajya
Sabha. “When a nation’s
security is under threat,
we must rise above caste
and religion to stand unit-
ed by setting aside all diffe-
rences,” he added.

The Congress leader
was addressing a gathering
after offering floral tributes
to the statue of Buddha
during the 2,569th Vaish-
akh Buddha Purnima on
the outskirts of Kalaburagi
in Karnataka on Monday.

: §

Paying homage: Mallikarjun Kharge and wife Radhabai Kharge
felicitate monks at Buddha Vihar, on Monday. ARUN KULKARNI

He emphasised that
Constitution, democracy,
and religion can survive
only if the nation survives.

Mr. Kharge appealed to
the people not to lose their
self-confidence in this
‘war-like’ situation.

Recalling the recent ter-
ror attack in Pahalgam in
Jammu and Kashmir, Mr.
Kharge said Pakistan that
had lost wars to India in
the past, was again provok-
ing a conflict. India is a
peace-loving country, and

it always preferred Buddha
(peace) over yuddha (war
and conflict).

Soldiers hailed

“Any war brings only harm
and disrupts people’s lives.
However, at times war be-
comes unavoidable be-
cause of the sheer nature
of circumstances and we
must accept it,” he added.

The veteran leader
praised the sacrifices of the
soldiers guarding the bor-
ders and said that the
country stands with every
decision taken by the
armed forces.

He said the Buddha’s
ideologies and teachings
have gained relevance and
influence globally, while it
was not spreading as wide-
ly in India.

India always chose
Buddha over
Yuddha, says
Kharge

R A AWM ISY &
AT 3 F I,
gsel A Fel

- Congress leader
Mallikarjun Kharge
stated that India is
currently at a
crossroads, torn
between choosing war
and embracing
Buddha’s ideology of
peace.

+ FNE AT AT

@A A Fg1 ¥ HA §H TAA TF FHeYON 1S W R, a1 30 ey AR qeu &
2rifey 3 R & dver e

* He said, “When a nation’s security is under threat, we must rise above caste and religion to

stay united by setting aside all differences.”

» 3ogial hgT, “STeT ISE T YI&TT hT Welll g1, ol 1 SATfey 3R ot & IR 35, Tt ATt
fohaA ThT TheIE Bl ATRT|”

» Kharge was speaking after offering floral tributes to the statue of Buddha on the 2,569th
Vaishakh Buddha Purnima, on the outskirts of Kalaburagi in Karnataka.

* T3 o Felle & FHAGIT & g Felth H U oo i ufaaT W geaiarfer fia e & a1,
2,5699 ST & fOTAT & A W I a1 FHel|
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* He emphasised that the Constitution, democracy, and religion can survive only if the nation
survives.

« 3egiaY SR feaT o wfener, e, 3R aef qsf oo Shfaa @ o & o9 s Shfaa )

» Kharge urged people not to lose their self-confidence in this ‘war-like’ situation.

- TSI o SN A M6 T o 50 Yo SR gTeTT # 3UaT ATeATaRad o WY |

Reference to Pakistan and Terror Attack

qifehEdTet 3T AT A FT Sead

* Referring to the recent terror attack in Pahalgam, Jammu & Kashmir, he said Pakistan,
which has lost wars to India in the past, is again provoking conflict.

« BTl 3 TN & eI 3 §U ST G370t T 3o HXel §U oot avgT o e, it
Ige R & YgH §R THT §, UF IR 5T ed 1 o737 @1 8|

» He stressed that India is a peace-loving country and has always preferred Buddha (peace)
over Yuddha (war/conflict).

« 3egiel AR AT fo a7 vk anfafir dar & 31X 38T gaven qau (anifey) &7 gaer (@) W
JrAfRdT & 8

Perspective on War and Soldiers

gew X At & ufa gfewior

» Kharge said, “Any war brings only harm and disrupts people’s lives. However, at times, war
becomes unavoidable due to the circumstances.”

« G331 o T, P Y IS harel gifel ST & 3R o9l & it 1 aIferd X g1 glefiieh, % IR
aRFEufaat & FRoT gey Iaierd g Srar gl

» He praised the sacrifices of soldiers guarding the borders, stating that the country stands
with every decision taken by the armed forces.

* Iogiel HIAT3HT AT TAT FT & FfAhT & afereral A J=iar HIc gU Fel o o7 Feres seil gan fae
T & AoTT & Gy wer g

Relevance of Buddha's Teachings

S & 39t Y FrEfFHar

» Kharge noted that Buddha’s ideologies and teachings have gained global influence, but
are not spreading as widely in India.
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East Asians began evolving to
drink milk before rearing cattle

The mutations that confer lactase persistence emerged independently in different populations: their emergence in North European and African

populations appears to have coincided with domestication of cattle, buffaloes, goats

3S Paper |: Ancient Hist

D.P. Kasbekar

emale mammals produce milk to
nourish their young. Much of
the nourishment comes from
lactose, the major sugar in milk.
The lactose is broken down in the infant’s
small intestine into the more simpler
sugars, glucose, and galactose, which are
readily absorbed by the small intestine.
The break-down, or digestion, of lactose
is mediated by an enzyme called lactase.

After weaning, a baby rapidly loses the
ability to produce lactase. When adults
consume milk, cheese, ice cream or other
dairy products, many of them experience
unpleasant effects like bloating,
flatulence, and diarrhoea. This is because
the undigested lactose passes into the
large intestine, where it is utilised by the
bacteria residing there. This produces
hydrogen, carbon dioxide, and methane,
and the unabsorbed sugars increase water
flow into the bowels to produce
diarrhoea. These are the hallmarks of
lactose intolerance.

Yet millions of people around the
world regularly indulge in milkshakes,
cheese pizzas, and ice cream sundaes
even as adults. This is because they carry
genetic mutations that allow them to
continue producing lactase even as
adults. This trait is called lactase
persistence.

A textbook example

‘The mutations that confer lactase
persistence emerged independently in
different populations. Their emergence in
North European and African populations
in particular appears to have coincided
with the domestication of cattle,
buffaloes, goats, sheep, and other
livestock, which began about 11,000 years
ago. The cultural shift from
hunting/gathering to pastoralism gave
continued access to meat, milk, and hides
from herds of domesticated animals.

The coincidental emergence of lactase
persistence mutations with livestock
domestication was taken by many
scientists at the time to be a “textbook
example” of convergent evolution. That
is, the independent evolution of similar
traits in distantly related populations.
Experts believed it was driven, in the
words of a 2007 paper in Nature Genetics,
by the “strong selective pressure resulting
from shared cultural traits — animal
domestication and adult milk
consumption.”

A wrinkle in the textbook

Scientists may need to reevaluate this
neat summation in the light of new
findings reported by a team of
researchers from Fudan University in
Shanghai, China; the Max Planck Institute
for Evolutionary Anthropology, in
Leipzig, Germany; and the Université de
Lyon in France. Their findings were
published in the Proceedings of the
National Academy of Sciences.

The researchers found a distinct
evolutionary pathway for lactase
persistence in East Asian populations,
which includes the Chinese, the Japanese,
and the Vietnamese. Unlike the
gene-and-culture coevolution
well-documented in African and
European groups, the East Asian lactase
persistence gene had come from the

East Asians began evolving to drink milk before rearing

Address

convergent evolution. TADEU/UNSPLASH

Neanderthals, an archaic group of
humans that went extinct about 30,000
years ago.

When the researchers conducted
population genetic analyses of the part of
the genome containing the lactase gene,
they found evidence of pre-agricultural
selection pressures beginning more than
30,000 years ago. That is, the East Asian
genomes began evolving towards lactase
persistence several millennia before these

populations began to d ate
livestock.

This early evolution likely targeted

i related to the immune system

rather than lactose digestion directly. The
researchers found the East Asian
(Neanderthal-derived) lactase gene
showed the same expression pattern as
the mutant responsible for lactase
persistence in Europeans. This suggested
it also conferred lactate persistence.

Neanderthals in our genome

About 7 million years ago, the
evolutionary line leading to the
contemporary Homo sapiens diverged
from the one leading to our closest living
cousins, the chimpanzees and bonobos.
About 800,000 years ago, our line split
once more: one population broke away
and migrated to Eurasia, adapting to cold
climes and eventually becoming the
Neanderthals. The other stayed put in
Africa and, by about 200,000 years ago,
evolved into modern humans.

Modern humans migrated out of Africa
into Eurasia 120,000 to 80,000 years ago,
and came into contact with their
Neanderthal cousins there. DNA evidence
from skeletal remains dating to after the
contact showed the two occasionally
interbred as well. As a result, today, about
1-4% of the genome of individuals with
Eurasian ancestry - i.e. Europeans, East
Asians, Indians, Native Americans, and

Studies found evidence of
pre-agricultural selection
pressures beginning 30,000 years
ago. The East Asian genomes
began evolving towards lactase
persistence several millennia
before these populations began
to domesticate livestock

Oceanians — represents
Neanderthal-derived DNA sequences. The
lactase gene of East Asians was one such
segment. On the other hand, those of
African descent have close to 0%
Neanderthal-derived sequences.

About 30,000 years ago the
Neanderthals went extinct for reasons
that are still not clear.

Bones to pick

Experts can distinguish Neanderthal
skeletal remains from those of modern
humans by the shape of the skull, inner
ear bones, and pelvis width. Neanderthal
bones have yielded DNA, which scientists
have sequenced and compared with that
of H. sapiens.

Two random humans share about
99.9% of their DNA sequence whereas
humans and Neanderthals shared only
about 99.7%. Thus, there are about 9.6
million points of difference between
Neanderthal and human DNA sequences,
in terms of the bases the DNA is made of.
Based on these differences, if a DNA
sequence is sufficiently long, one can tell
whether it is from humans or
Neanderthals.

The Allen Ancient DNA Resource
(AADR) is a curated database of more
than 10,000 genome sequences from the
skeletal remains of ancient individuals
who lived up to 20,000 years ago. The
researchers who put this resource
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eep. and other livestock, which began about 11000 years ago

together have also identified, on every
genome, more than a million sites where
the DNA has been known to exhibit a
different ordering of bases than “normal.”

About 67% of the ancient DNA
sequences in AADR are from remains
recovered in Europe and Russia, some 8%
each are from East Asia and the Near
East, about 7% are from the Americas,
about 5% are from South and Central
Asia, about 3% from Africa, and about 2%
from Oceania.

A story upended

The researchers behind the new study
searched AADR and found one modern
human who lived around 14,000 years
ago in the Amur area of China. This
individual carried the
Neanderthal-derived lactase gene. The
gene occurred in roughly 10% of those
humans who lived 8,000 to 3,000 years
ago, and in about 20% of those who lived
about 3,000 to 1,000 years ago. Its
current frequency among East Asians is
28.9%.

Thus, the AADR data also supported
the inference made from the population
genetic analyses: that the lactase gene had
already experienced selection and had
reached a (relatively) high frequency
among East Asians long before they began
to domesticate animals.

Thus either the selection in East
Asians, unlike that in Africans and North
Europeans, was for reasons other than
lactase persistence, or in all three
geographies the selection was similarly
not for lactase persistence.

Either way in the light of these findings
the classic story of gene-culture
coevolution has become more
complicated and hence, as the
researchers note, more interesting.

(D.P. Kasbekar is a retired scientist.
kasbekardp@yahoo.co.in)
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cattle
qdt TfRraré et & gy et Y &1rar gt % FA ¥ g &
farer farer e ot ot

- Female mammals produce milk to nourish their young.

« ATET FATURY 39 g5al Y 90T &1 & FAT g8 FT 3eaET FLalt 8

» The major sugar in milk is lactose, which is broken down in the infant’'s small intestine into
glucose and galactose, which are easily absorbed.

- U H T AR AFENS gl &, o 2] T ST 317 7 gt 3N AdwRi A dsr A g, S
AT & AT 8 s E

* This break-down is carried out by an enzyme called lactase.

« Ig GTHaT Teh UolSH e & Ated ¥ 8l ¢

* After weaning, infants lose the ability to produce lactase quickly.

« TATITT TITA o o1, TARSAT hT AFEH TeTat T &THAT cloll & HHTC 81 STl & |

» Adults who consume milk products often suffer from bloating, flatulence, and diarrhoea due
to undigested lactose reaching the large intestine.

* TIEH ST G H T 3cUTGT T HaeT Ll %ﬁmmaﬁma&w%m@ﬁ
3 3t gFa S F_TT IcueT B

* This occurs because the lactose is fermented by bacteria in the large intestine, producing
hydrogen, carbon dioxide, and methane.

EIS3NSI, FIa SEHTFAES AR AT 3cu= g B

» The unabsorbed sugars increase water flow into the bowels, leading to diarrhoea — the
hallmark of lactose intolerance.

39 AERRTT 317t # aTelt 7 wae Forelt &, o g et 8T § — it dlareier srafirsurar
TE & |

Lactase Persistence in Adults

TIEH! A Fed g W@ Y 877 T

* Many adults can consume milk products because of genetic mutations that allow continued
lactase production — this is called lactase persistence.
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dFeH 3cuTee S W@ & — SO A T W@t e B

A Textbook Example of Evolution

a1 T TTSAqETHIT JeTeor

These lactase persistence mutations emerged independently in different populations.
¥ AFE 9 T AT SeIRGAT Aot STraeansit 7 T ¥ § 3o Ul

In North European and African populations, the mutations coincided with
domestication of cattle, buffaloes, goats, and sheep about 11,000 years ago.

I U 3R 3Py SAEEAT3T A, A ScqRacT ersHar 11,000 a¥ gl M, |, a6
3R 913 & UTelq SATC A & AT & WY A Gl 8|

The shift from hunting-gathering to pastoralism provided access to meat, milk, and
hides.

RIFR-Farg & TETere 1 3R THAT A A, gy R el T Tg T Jeld |

This coincidence was viewed as a case of convergent evolution — the independent
evolution of similar traits in unrelated groups.

ST TAWT T FIAAT fd6™ (convergent evolution) 3T T 3&TgI0T AT T — ATt
ST FHg H GATE ION ol FaaA o |

A 2007 paper in Nature Genetics described it as driven by strong selective pressure
due to shared cultural traits like animal domestication and adult milk consumption.

HeR SafcedH 2007 & Teh METT F S TRITAT 3R TIEHI G@RT G & [aeT el
T FATAATIHT & HRUT ScUeel ASAGA T GaTd ohT TRUTH ST a1

A Wrinkle in the Textbook Narrative
QISAEH HT Fglell A TF AT

New research from Fudan University (Shanghai), Max Planck Institute (Germany),
and Université de Lyon (France) challenges the traditional view.

TS AT (raTS), AFw vole weuTe (Seh) 3R Faa Rreafdg@mes (W) & A0 e
= TR gReHIoT F1 At & |

Findings were published in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences.
ﬁw&mmummmﬁmﬁmagvl

In East Asian populations (including Chinese, Japanese, Vietnamese), lactase
persistence evolved through a different pathway.

vdf efRraTs Saraeanst (o1 e, strarel, s 7 e a9 W@ Ue 316t TEd
faa‘r@?rgaﬂ
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e Unlike the gene-culture coevolution in Africa and Europe, the East Asian lactase gene
was derived from Neanderthals, who went extinct about 30,000 years ago.

31T 3R AT # W 1T SAT-Tepiar Tl & faodid, qaif ofrar # s st
ATTSTAS W 377T, ST 91897 30,000 A 9@t freqeet &1 1w |

e Genetic analysis revealed pre-agricultural selection pressures on the lactase gene,
starting over 30,000 years ago.

TTafAs faeeor & dr =l & derew Sfier 9X 30,000 ¥ ggo & & F q& w71 ga1g |

e This suggests that East Asian evolution toward lactase persistence began well before
domestication of livestock.

mﬁ%%@uﬁaﬁ#ﬂﬁﬁmmmﬁﬁmwmaﬁaﬁﬂﬁam
& YE B IS AN

Possible Immune Benefits

e This early evolution may have been selected for immune-related advantages, not just
lactose digestion.

Ig TRIAF [ora THad: Fad dFels gra & v g, afes afaten & gafaa amt &
Wg’ma’rl

e The Neanderthal-derived lactase gene in East Asians showed similar expression
patterns to the one responsible for lactase persistence in Europeans.

gt TRIATS Sl 7 Astae § Ied aFed S o U dEn 7 AFeH o el arel Sitet
F AT AfRAFT Yo guv|

e This similarity indicates that the East Asian gene also conferred lactase persistence,
although it originated much earlier.

T FHATAT 21Tl & o qdt vlRrang Sfiet o off e a=r T@et &t &1 &1, grefifeh saeh!
yqﬁragaq—s'ﬁgé%ﬁl

Neanderthals in our Genome
TAR SNAH & Avsger

» Around 7 million years ago, the evolutionary line that led to modern Homo sapiens split
from the one that led to chimpanzees and bonobos.

« SATSTT 70 AT A Uge, 9 [y 1@ it aryfas e1At afaew i 3T el 8, ag Rrsh sk
aietra T 3R ST Aol 3@ 37T 81 TS|

» Around 800,000 years ago, this human line split again — one group migrated to Eurasia,
adapted to cold climates, and became Neanderthals.

Page9
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- SIS 8 AT T Uge, Tg Hietd 1@ Y & FAstioret g8 — veoh wagg XA =elr a1, 321 Srefary
# Iegepferd g3 AR frustere 5= aram|

» The group that remained in Africa evolved into modern humans by around 200,000 years
ago.

« ST g TSRYRT H TgT, T8 ST 2 1 a¥ gt Ay fares Areal # faenfad g |

» Between 120,000 to 80,000 years ago, modern humans migrated out of Africa and came into
contact with Neanderthals in Eurasia.

» 1.2 9@ ¥ 80 FAIR ¥ Ugel, 3MYfoieh AT 3shrenT & &g 10 3R RAr # foivstwe & dus &
37T

* DNA evidence from skeletons shows that interbreeding occurred between the two.

« hepTell & UTCT SNTAT YHTOT 21T & [ It & er Wgar T (interbreeding) g3 2|

* As aresult, 1-4% of the genome of people with Eurasian ancestry (Europeans, East Asians,
Indians, Native Americans, Oceanians) is Neanderthal-derived.

« TRUTAERT, PRAATE Fer (FUd, gt vfars, AR, Afed 3@ARend, 3nfAam) are o6l &
S T 1-4% TEaT fordsterer & ured aiar &l

* The lactase gene in East Asians is one such Neanderthal-derived segment.

- et TR et 7 deew et Tar €1 vens fAvstye @ e @S B

* People of African descent have close to 0% Neanderthal-derived sequences.

* IPYRY F{A o o9l 3 FATSTYS F GIC HeTHHA I 0% Bl &

* Neanderthals went extinct around 30,000 years ago for reasons still unclear.

- TATSTYe STeTT 30,000 ¥ Tg T 81 1T, 3R SHeh HROT 378 ek TS LT & |

Bones to Pick
5 i

» Experts can identify Neanderthal skeletons based on skull shape, inner ear bones, and
pelvis width.

- Qv @ F 3R, sad F1eT FHr gafEal, 3R s Fr Aled & 3TUR W U & SHra
Fr IgaT W Thd &

* DNA extracted from Neanderthal bones has been sequenced and compared with Homo
sapiens.

- TSIy 1 g3f3aT & Ueet ST T HJHATT F 38 GIAT ARIH F Jofell T IS B
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» Two random humans share about 99.9% of their DNA sequence, but Neanderthals and
humans shared only about 99.7%.

« & AT ATl o SITAT IeJHHA H TN 99.9% HATAAT 81l &, SAieh AleTd I fAvsTIa #
hdel 99.7% THTAT gl g

* This results in approximately 9.6 million differences in the DNA sequence between the two.

» SHY QT o SITAT T H TSI 96 AT Ha I1T T1d & |

« If a DNA sequence is long enough, it can be determined whether it is from a human or a
Neanderthal.

» I ST IHe[oha TATCT oIl &1, Al g I oMM ST Hehell § foh Ig AT 7 & AT fvustyer 7

The Allen Ancient DNA Resource (AADR)
Tl 9TefieT SUsTT HHIU (AADR)

» The AADR is a curated database of more than 10,000 genome sequences from ancient
skeletal remains up to 20,000 years old.

* AADR T Hehfold SeTad § forasl 20,000 9 QRIeT YTt shehleil & 9Ted 10,000 & 3rfare sty
3T AT &

» Researchers have identified over 1 million sites on each genome with variant base
orderings.

« QMETHAT3T o TAeh AT T 10 o W 30 TATAT ST IgTeT ST § STeT 8 FT HH [Aeed gla1 &

» Around 67% of these DNA sequences are from Europe and Russia, 8% from East Asia and
Near East, 7% from the Americas, 5% from South and Central Asia, 3% from Africa, and 2%
from Oceania.

» 3o SIUSTU 3TeThaAl H T o9T87eT 67% AT AR F, 8% et v 3 favsve qd, 790 a1, 5%
afeyor 3R #ed TR, 3% 3hieRT, 3R 2% R § YT g E|

A Story Upended
T 3! Fgldl

* In the AADR, researchers found a 14,000-year-old modern human from Amur, China who
carried the Neanderthal-derived lactase gene.

* AADR #, Merehc3it ¥ 3eqT, et @ 14,000 9§ et U MY fovas Atera 1 ggar 1, foesd
fusTyd @ red oy S g I

* This gene was present in about 10% of humans living 8,000 to 3,000 years ago, and in 20%
of those living 3,000 to 1,000 years ago.
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aTel 20% HAleTal H His[g ATl

» Today, the gene's frequency among East Asians is 28.9%.

« 377oT, gt TS |t 5@ Sfier iy amgfar 28.9% B

* This supports the theory that lactase gene selection happened before animal
domestication in East Asia.

- I 50 Tieic 1 T e ¢ o qdf vRRram 3 oy aree & g € A SfteT FT a7 g3 U7

» Therefore, in East Asians, the selection pressure might not have been for lactase
persistence, or the same might be true for Africans and North Europeans.

- safore gdf vfirarg et & deew wgerefierar & aorm el 310 RO ¥ T4 ga1a & Hehell &,
a1 R 3rshrehr 3R 3 R Sett & forw ot 8y @< @Y wehar B

« In light of these findings, the classic story of gene—culture coevolution has become more
complex and interesting.

g7 forsehuit & gehrer A, Sa—wefar we-fara i TRaRen et 319 31 sifeer 3R AArers
TS T
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A look at the religious behaviours of Catholics, who form the largest share among all Christian denominations globally and in India

| DATA POINT
Mohd Arshid

pon the passing of Pope
U Francis, Chicago-born Car-

dinal Robert Francis Pre-
vost was elected to succeed him as
Pope Leo XIV.

The conclave to elect the new
pontiff began on May 7. The elec-
tion of the Pope takes place
through an electoral college com-
posed of Cardinals from around
the world. This time, the electoral
college included 135 Cardinals
from 70 countries, with four Cardi-
nals from India, the country’s
highest-ever tally.

Among all Christian denomina-
tions, Catholics comprise the lar-
gest population, forming 15.9% of
the global population and a large
share of the Indian Christian popu-
lation as well. The Vatican is a spir-
itual symbol for this denomina-
tion. In this context, this is an
analysis of the Catholic denomina-
tion, its religious behaviour, and its
demographic share among Indian
Christians.

According to data from the PEW
Research Center, about 37% of
Christians in India are Catholic,
17.9% are Baptist, 9.5% are Presby-
terian, and 24.3% belong to other
denominations. About 10% of
Christians do not affiliate with any
denomination (Chart 1).

Chart 2 shows the distribution
of Catholics among Christian so-
cial groups. It shows that nearly
75% of general category Christians,
16.8% of Scheduled Caste Chris-
tians, 23.7% of Christian tribal peo-
ple, 55.5% of Other Backward
Classes Christians, and 23.5% of
Christians from the Most Back-
ward Classes are Catholic.

Though the majority of Indian
Catholics belong to upper castes,
for the first time, a Dalit, Anthony
Poola, the Archbishop of Hydera-
bad, was among the four Indian
cardinals who voted for the new
Pope. He was appointed as a cardi-
nal in 2022 by Pope Francis.

Map 3 shows the State-wise
share of Catholics within the total
Christian population of each State.
A State marked as zero indicates
that it has Christians, but no Cath-
olics. A majority of the Christian
population in Nagaland and Mizo-
ram is Catholic. In Meghalaya, it is
90.8% and in Goa, it is 58.7%.

To measure aggregate religiosi-
ty in India, I developed an Aggre-
gate Religiosity Index that cap-
tures the religiosity of all major
religious groups in India from 1989
to 2023, based on 15 indicators.
The findings reveal that all reli-
gious groups in India exhibit high
levels of religiosity. Tables 4 and 5
provide a breakdown of the most
recent religiosity levels (in %
terms) among Christian denomi-
nations across selected indicators.

More than 90% of Catholic res-
pondents consider religion impor-
tant, believe in God and partici-
pate in religious festivals (Table
4). Public expressions of faith,
such as wearing a religious pen-
dant (74.6%) and attending servic-
es (59.9%), are also common. Ho-
wever, only a small proportion
(11.2%) actively follows religious
leaders. This suggests that while
personal religiosity remains high,
institutional influence may be li-
mited.

Table 5 presents the social, de-
mocratic, and economic beha-
viour of Indian Christians. The first
column corresponds to Catholics.

Within Christianity, Catholics
exhibit a comparatively softer atti-
tude towards religion than Presby-
terians and Christians who do not
affiliate with any denomination.
Even Baptists and Christians from
other denominations are stricter
than Catholics when it comes to
opposing inter-religious marriag-
es. Catholics tend to have higher
literacy levels compared to mem-
bers of all other Christian denomi-
nations except Presbyterians.

Mohd Arshid is a research scholar studying
the political economy of religion in India at
the Centre for Economic Studies and
Planning, JNU, New Delhi

Indian Catholics:
a profile

Data for the charts were sourced from the PEW
Research Center and the 2011 Census of India

Chart 1: Denomination-wise share of
Christians in India (in %)

Catholic General
Baptist SCs
179

Presbyterian STs
9.5

No denomination OBCs
9.8

All other denominations MBCs

243

Table 4: The table presents the religious b

Chart 2: Distribution of Catholics
among Christian social groups (in %)

| category

16.8

235

of Christian d

Religious Indicator

Baptist | Presbyteri

sin In

dia. Figures in %

All oth
denominations

Map 3: Share of Catholics
within the Christian
population in each State

Not affiliated with
any denomination

Figures in %

50 0

Importance of religion in life 90.4 923 86.5 90.7 929
Religious attendance 1 59.9 63.5 86.5 62.6 45.5
Believe in afterlife 666 | 719 917 68.7 576
Celebration of religious festivals l 97.1 100.0 | 95.8 95.9 88.8
Believe in God 98.7 99.4 | 99.0 97.2 96.9
Follow religious leaders I 11.2 11.6 4.2 21.5 15.2
Made pilgrimages 52.7 238 | 73 49.2 38.4
Fasting ] 65.8 54.1 42.7 67.5 59.5
Believe in the Day of Judgement 62.6 48.1 79.2 52.4 42.4
Frequency of tﬁe recitati;m of religious books ] éo.z as}z 33:3 79.7 66.7'
Wear a religious pendant 74.6 204 29.2 54.1 62.6

Table 5: The table shows the social, democratic, and economic behaviour of Indian Christians. Figures in %

Indicator

| 952

Baptist |

Presbyterian

Others

Women should have the same rights as men 97.8 823 92.7 93.9
Abortionshouldbelegal 22 | 188 | 15 537 393
Commitment towards democracy 58.6 17.7 80.2 53.7 90.9
Technology use in balancing family gender ratio 473 63.0 59.4 44.7 45.5
Against inter-caste marriages (for men) 53.5 54.7 | 813 60.6 78.8
Against inter-religious marriages (for women) 53.2 [ 724 \ 93.8 63.8 78.8
Against inter-caste marriages (for women) 67.4 519 86.5 58.0 88.9
Against inter-religious Marriages (for women) 50.8 l 713 [ 813 62.2 81.0
Inheritance: men and women should have equal rights 725 66.9 49.0 57.3 61.6
Earning money: Primary ofmenandwomen | 57.0 | 67.4 | 635 65.4 63.0
Illiteracy 11.8 14.9 9.4 19.1 30.0
Men and women are equally capable of leadership 61.8 67.4 I 16.7 57.3 67.7

To measure aggregate religiosity in India, the author developed an Aggregate Religiosity Index based on 15 indicators

With a new Pope, an understanding of Catholicism in India

TF AT Q9 F WY, ART & FAifaa oot f qa71sr

* Upon the passing of Pope Francis, Chicago-born Cardinal Robert Francis Prevost was
elected to succeed him as Pope Leo XIV.

- 97 BIfAH & AT & a1g, RFE & Fa FifSae o wifdw daree # v Pt dlegd F v 4

Yol 7T
9
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* The conclave to elect the new Pope began on May 7.

* T 919 T Geiel & feIU Pieterela T LT 7 HE T g3

* The election took place through an electoral college composed of Cardinals from around the
world.

-u‘s’aﬂagﬁmm%mﬁaﬁ#aﬁrwﬁaﬁam%m‘aﬂﬁgﬁm

* This time, the electoral college included 135 Cardinals from 70 countries, including 4
Cardinals from India, the highest-ever tally for the country.

« 39 9R, fAaa #sa & 70 2t & 135 FifSdaa A &, [T T ARG F 4 FifdaTd ¥ — I 39
e &7 gad 30w gEar gl

Global and Indian Catholic Population

ARgs 3 s Fafos swEar

e Among all Christian denominations, Catholics form the largest group, comprising
15.9% of the global population.

st $TS TuGrt 7, U Faw 937 WHE ¢, o ARTF FAwEAT T 15.9% REaT Tt
gl

e Catholics also constitute a large share of the Indian Christian population.
AR & $uTS woErT # oft Fafaw i af wewr g

e The Vatican serves as the spiritual symbol for this denomination.

AT 3T AU & foIT meanicnAs Tl & §I H HT FIAT g

Denominational Share among Indian Christians

ST et & e waTt # R

* According to PEW Research Center data:

37% of Christians in India are Catholics

17.9% are Baptist

9.5% are Presbyterian

24.3% belong to other denominations

10% of Christians are not affiliated with any denomination

» PEW R&e §eX o 37ihsi & 371K
o HRA A $ATSAT FT 37% AT FAfaw §
o 17.9% dufeFe

e 9.5% AfTeRITE
o 24.3% g YA AT &
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o 10% $aré fordt ot HyerT F Hagw AE §

Social Composition of Indian Catholics

AT FNfAF! HY FrAford =T

* Distribution among Christian social groups (Chart 2):

75% of General category Christians are Catholic
e 16.8% of Scheduled Caste Christians

e 23.7% of Christian tribals

e 55.5% of OBC Christians

e 23.5% of Most Backward Class Christians
- $HTS ATATOTS TGl # Heifernl FT faeRor (T 2):

o AT T & 75% $ATS Fafos &

o g Sifa & 16.8% $HTS

o SIS §HTSAT & 23.7%

o 3 $aTEAl & 55.5%

cad Res Tt & 23.5% §A1§ FAfos &

Dalit Representation in Catholic Leadership

Sraiifere gea ¥ afor SRt

* Although most Indian Catholics belong to upper castes, for the first time, a Dalit, Anthony
Poola, Archbishop of Hyderabad, participated in the conclave to elect the new Pope.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page15

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

afdrd &, 71T 0 & A1 & A g

* He was appointed a Cardinal in 2022 by Pope Francis.

» 376 2022 ® 99 WIfAW CarT FiSeTer g fohar arar |

State-wise Catholic Population in India
R A TogaR FNfAF Faaear

* Map 3 shows State-wise share of Catholics within total Christian population.

« 77 3 F Toar $HTE A F Fafas! F1 faerd g2 = 8

» States marked as zero indicate they have Christians, but no Catholics.

« f3eT Tl T e fewma T §, gt $TE a8, oifeheT 1S Fraifore wdt 8
 Catholics form the majority of Christians in Nagaland and Mizoram.

- JAAmels 3R FARE & Fafos! A e Sursal A g9 wftF g

* In Meghalaya, 90.8% of Christians are Catholics; in Goa, it is 58.7%.

« AU H 90.8% 3R T & 58.7% §ATS FNfaw g

Aggregate Religiosity of Catholics in India

W #H Huifaet & gaeT afdiswarn

* An Aggregate Religiosity Index was developed to measure religiosity among religious
groups in India from 1989 to 2023, using 15 indicators.

- 1989 & 2023 T AR H UTfHE THT T UTHHAT AT & oI 15 Hherd! W ITUTRT AT
affear Yase [aefad foar o=

* The findings show that all religious groups in India display high levels of religiosity.

 forserelt & T el & o 3R & welt enfaer wagt # 37 Ta¥ & enfdiear ot el B

Religious Behaviour of Catholics

el F1 i saagr
* As per Table 4, more than 90% of Catholic respondents:

e Consider religion important

e Believein God
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o Participate in religious festivals

- AT 4 & ITER, 90% W IfAF Fuifas saverr:
o P AgcAYO! A §
o SyET A e rEa ¥

o AT ARRIA SIS

* Public expressions of faith are common:

e 74.6% wear religious pendants

e 59.9% attend religious services

« oA feleh TF T 3TEAT SqFd Flad & &Y
o 74.6% HUTfH® dAde TgTa &

o 59.9% YTfi® ATt 7 HET oY &

* Only 11.2% actively follow religious leaders, suggesting strong personal religiosity but
limited institutional influence.

» 3ol 11.2% & TR ATt T FfFT T F HTEROT F §, (508 I8 Tohe Aorar g &
ST UTfiedT A ASTEE &, Sifohe] HEUTIT T8ITa HFAT ¥

Social, Democratic and Economic Behaviour

Ao, ddditas 3R 3T caaer
» Table 5 shows that among Christians:

e Catholics show softer religious attitudes than Presbyterians and unaffiliated
Christians.
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Baptists and other denominations are stricter in opposing inter-religious
marriages.

» AIfAT 5 & 3HTER Sarsal A:

Fuifoet 1 enfiie gRewor afeaeRas sttt Iv-wvert & =7 ¢

dafere 3t 3= guerRT sraR-enfies fRael & {7 3%« For

» Catholics have higher literacy rates than most other denominations, except Presbyterians.

- FYFAFT Y AERAT T 377 AT FyeET & 30F ¢, o sfeaeRas |

To watch an in-depth discussion,on the topic, click on the
YouTube link below:_https:/iwww.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

For regular updates on UPSC and PCS preparation, join our
Telegram Channel:_https://t.me/patrioticlAS

13_05_2025 DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS

TOPICS COVERED GS Paper I1: Polity, Governance, and International
Relations)

1. When Nizam-era Hyderabad ensured pilgrimage parity
forammer Freller geraTe A e iy gaTeTar giAfRead 1 w8

2. The Educational Landscape, Its Disconcerting Shift
dftrew aRgea, swh Rarss agaa

3. A Belated Admission: On the Undercount of India’s
COVID-19 Pandemic Deaths
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When leam -era Hyderabad ensured pilgrimage parity

[GS Paper II: Secularism

Syed Mohammed
HYDERABAD

In 1934, the then princely
State of Hyderabad had
granted six months of paid
leave to employees of the
Nizam government to un-
dertake pilgrimages to Is-
lamic holy sites such as
Mecca and Medina (in pre-
sent-day Saudi Arabia),
Mashhad (Iran), and other
significant places like Na-
jaf, Karbala, and Baghdad
(Iraq), besides Jerusalem.
However, the policy
came under review when
Ram Swaroop Tandon, a
Hindu employee in the Ni-
zam administration, sub-
mitted a petition seeking
similar leave for a pilgrim-

Secular move: The archives showed that Gangotri and Yamunotri
were also considered as pilgrimage sites by the Nizam govt. pTI

age. His request triggered
internal deliberations
about existing rules and
the need for equitable
treatment of employees
from different faiths, consi-

dering the religious diversi-
ty of Hyderabad State.

A file preserved at the
Telangana State Archives
and Research Institute
(TSARI) details how the pe-

tition was handled. It was
first examined by the Law
Department and later re-
ferred to the Finance De-
partment. The latter noted
that, according to the Ser-
vice Rules, Muslim em-
ployees were explicitly per-
mitted to avail leave for
pilgrimages to Mecca for
Haj, Medina for the Pro-
phet’s Mosque, and Shia
holy sites such as Najaf,
Karbala, and Baghdad,
apart from Jerusalem.
“Given that Jerusalem
was mentioned, it was not-
ed that Christians and Jews
in the Nizam’s employ
could also make use of this
concession. When Tan-
don’s request came, the go-
vernment decided to grant

leave to Hindus on similar
lines,” Zareena Parveen of
TSARI, who studied the
file, said. The file shows
that Gangotri and Yamuno-
tri were also considered as
pilgrimage sites.

At that time, the Prime
Minister was Maharaja
Kishen Pershad, a Punjabi
Khatri, she said. A council,
which also included Per-
shad, convened and re-
solved to bring about the
legislation which would al-
low Hindu employees to
make yatras. In July 1934, a
firman was issued amend-
ing the Service Rules, offi-
cially granting Hindu em-
ployees six months of leave
with advance salary to un-
dertake religious yatras.

When Nizam-era Hyderabad ensured pilgrimage parity

forsrer Frelter Ferare & ddamaT A AT gAfREa Hr g

+In 1934, the then princely State of Hyderabad granted six months of
paid leave to employees of the Nizam government to undertake
pilgrimages to Islamic holy sites such as Mecca and Medina (now in
Saudi Arabia), Mashhad (Iran), and other significant places like Najaf,
Karbala, Baghdad (Iraq), and Jerusalem.
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ufaT Tuat 3 AFF 3 AT (319 GFEY 3RS H), F7eregE (§U+), 3R I
YW TUTEAL W TP, Faell, TIEIG (3UH) TUT JHATH HY drdaman & faw
O¢ Aglel HT FAdeT IahTer feam|

* The policy was reconsidered when Ram Swaroop Tandon, a Hindu employee, submitted a
petition seeking similar leave for a pilgrimage.

« Ig A I YoT: TAIRIEeT 3T 579 T[T Fa69 €31, Toh fig Forardy, of St refemr fr gedr &
forT v FnfRrehr g |

» Tandon’s request triggered internal discussions on the existing rules and the need for
equitable treatment of employees from different faiths, considering the religious diversity of
Hyderabad State.

- €1 o AT & Hispar st 3iR fere Tsw A enfis Rfderdr # dud gu e wai &
FHARAT & FHATT TR T LIl T IR =TT Y& HI &

» Afile preserved at the Telangana State Archives and Research Institute (TSARI) shows
how the petition was processed.

- I A1 F TS 1S, SHHT [Ia0T AeET Usd FAAWER 3R IgauTe €AW (TSARI)
# EfETd Ueh Brser # fAerar 8

* The petition was first examined by the Law Department and later referred to the Finance
Department.

* SH FTTIT T Ggol FIefeT AT o ST <l HIX T 5@ T farsmer ot it o)

» The Finance Department noted that, as per Service Rules, Muslim employees were explicitly
allowed to take leave for pilgrimages to Mecca (Haj), Medina (Prophet’s Mosque), and Shia
holy sites like Najaf, Karbala, Baghdad, and Jerusalem.

- Tt smmar & s & dar fovrat & 3regar, Afew Farafal &1 A &9 @ #aw (7)), AT
(SreR i ATESE), 3R AT 9faT Tl S AF, Fedl, Tor616 3R JHATH 7 1A & faw
Tl A I AT AT

« Since Jerusalem was included, it was inferred that Christians and Jews working under the
Nizam could also use this concession.

- fh FHANH A UT, FHTIT Tg AT I1T b $ATE 3R Fgdy Foramdy ot 54 ge 1 ofred 3a7
Hohd |
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* When Tandon’s request was received, the government decided to grant similar leave to
Hindus as well.

» T3oT T IrTerehT fAe 9T AIhR o g Faariat &1 off ¥t @ gedt 2o &1 oty forr|

* According to Zareena Parveen of TSARI, who studied the file, Gangotri and Yamunotri were
also included as pilgrimage sites.

* TSAR| &I ST Gl o 3TAR, ToTegiel S8 BISel T AT fohar, AT 3R T ol o
arereerdt & enfaer forar amm|

* At that time, the Prime Minister of Hyderabad was Maharaja Kishen Pershad, a Punjabi
Khatri.

39 AT gSEIE & TUTHAHAT AGRIST fH2re qeiie &, 3 Tk gorre) @3 |

* A council, including Kishen Pershad, convened to pass a legislation to allow Hindu
employees to undertake pilgrimages.

- U qRe, forae frerer weifg off enfier &, & Ues Freget st o7 foroTe forar forad g e
CIERIEICTEC IR E

* In July 1934, a firman was issued, amending the Service Rules, and officially allowing
Hindu employees six months of leave with advance salary for religious yatras.

« TS 1934 # Ueh BATT ST foharm a1, forgat Qar fagst F waer o1 o fiq F#aiat 7 o7
#Ee #1 3fI AT wfta gedt afdte I & A & & anfReRe segafa & s
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The educational landscape, its disconcerting shift

S Paper Il Education Sector
Essa

ducation has historically been regarded
as the cornerstone of societal
advancement - a realm where critical
thinking, free inquiry, and the pursuit of
knowledge could flourish. At its best, higher
education had always cultivated intellectual
independence, nurtured dissent, and inspired
progress across disciplines and societies. The
boundaries of human understanding were
continually pushed through unfettered dialogue
and academic exploration.

Yet, in recent decades, the educational
landscape, especially within universities, has
undergone a profound and disconcerting shift.
Institutions once celebrated for fostering
independent thought now appear increasingly
constrained by bureaucratic controls, external
mandates, and ideological gatekeeping, Rather
than serving as laboratories of innovation and
resistance, the Canadian thinker, H.A. Giroux,
sees universities becoming engines of conformity,
prioritising managerial efficiency and market
alignment over academic freedom and
intellectual integrity. Indoctrination, intimidation
and intolerance become the central ingredients of
education.

From independ to central
A particularly disquieting development in this
decline is the unyielding centralisation of
academic curricula. In the past, universities
enjoyed considerable autonomy to craft syllabi
tailored to their students’ needs, faculty
expertise, and the shifting contours of intellectual
inquiry. Today, however, this independence is
steadily eroding. Centralised agencies — be they
governmental bodies such as the University
Grants Commission (UGC) or frameworks such as
the National Education Policy (NEP) —
increasingly dictate the structure and content of
academic programmes. These prescriptions are
often influenced not by academic merit or
pedagogical philosophy, but by economic
agendas or partisan leanings.

The UGC, originally intended to coordinate
academic standards, has mutated into an
instrument of control. It dictates appointments,
interferes in administration, and shapes
curricula, often with scant regard for academic
judgement, thereby becoming the long arm of a
state increasingly intolerant of independent or
critical thinking. Let us be clear: this is not about
standards - it is about submission. Under the
guise of regulation, the UGC has eroded the
autonomy of Indian universities to the point of
extinction. The promise of self-governance has
been replaced with bureaucratic tutelage. An
institution that is stripped of autonomy in faculty
selection, research direction, and protection of
dissent ceases to be a university in any
meaningful sense.

The consequences of this centralisation are
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far-reaching. It undercuts not only academic
autonomy but also produces compliant drones,
regiments intellectual discourse, and
marginalises alternative perspectives. When
syllabi are standardised across regions and
institutions, the intellectual ecosystem becomes
monolithic — devoid of diversity, nuance, or
radical innovation. This intellectual flattening not
only stifles creativity but also discourages the
interrogation of dominant narratives and received
assumptions.

Pressures on the academic climate
Historically, campuses have played a vital role in
catalysing social change — whether in
anti-colonial movements, civil rights struggles, or
pro-democracy uprisings. By exerting control
over what is taught and how it is taught,
policymakers and administrators ensure that
universities remain compliant rather than
confrontational. Suppressing critical perspectives
ensures that higher education does not produce
citizens who question authority or imagine
alternatives to the status quo. Take, for instance,
a research scholar who gives a reference to Noam
Chomsky’s views on the decline of democracy or
talks about nationalism and human rights. There
is every chance that the student and his
supervisor will be reprimanded by the state, a
preposterous intervention indeed.

Take, for instance, the resurgence of
reactionary politics that has led to increasing
interference in academic affairs. Scholars whose
work critiques systemic injustice, discriminatory
politics, corporate exploitation, or nationalist
rhetoric often find themselves marginalised,
defunded, or even expelled or deported. Entire
disciplines, especially in the social sciences and
humanities, are being defunded or dismissed as
politically awkward.

Such pressures have had an unsettling effect
on academic life. Teachers, wary of professional
reprisals, begin to engage in self-censorship.
Controversial research topics are sidestepped not
out of disinterest, but out of fear. Students, too,
internalise this climate of caution, refraining from
engaging critically with contentious issues,
apprehensive about academic penalties, peer
backlash, or threats to their future careers. The
outcome is a smothering intellectual climate
where fear of dissent trumps inquiry, and
conformity is mistaken for collective wisdom,
resulting in the decline of public intellectuals.

This erosion of academic freedom is
compounded by the increasing corporatisation of
higher education. Universities are no longer
viewed as public institutions dedicated to
knowledge and social advancement. Instead, they
are treated as businesses, expected to generate
profit, attract investment, and enhance their
brand image. The logic of the market now
governs the priorities of educational institutions,

reshaping both what is taught and why it is
taught. The corporate corruption of higher
education and the wrecking of the university is
indeed apparent.

Consequently, disciplines that promise
immediate financial returns - such as technology,
business, and engi ing — receive sub ial
funding and institutional support. Meanwhile,
fields that emphasise critical thought, ethical
reflection and historical understanding - such as
philosophy, literature, and the arts — are
sidelined as unproductive or irrelevant. The value
of education is thus reduced to its marketability,
and knowledge becomes a commodity to be
consumed rather than a pursuit to be cherished.

It is often seen that faculty members are not
immune to these pressures. Academic faculty are
increasingly subject to performative pressures,
evaluated through metrics such as publication
counts and student satisfaction ratings. The
proliferation of global university rankings
exacerbates this issue, prioritising conformity to
western norms and standardised metrics over
indigenous intellectual traditions and
context-specific inquiry. This regime incentivises
strategic branding and replication of external
models, rather than genuine academic
innovation.

Academic governance as a concern

This shift has also altered the structure and the
ethos of academic governance. University
leadership, it is now proposed, can comprise
administrators drawn from corporate
backgrounds rather than only academic. These
individuals will, understandably, bring with them
a managerial mindset that privileges efficiency,
quantifiable outputs, and brand visibility over
scholarly rigour and pedagogical richness.
Furthermore, the appointment of Vice
Chancellors from non-academic fields
compromises the collegial culture of universities,
disconnecting decision-making from teaching and
research realities.

Visibly, the prevailing trend of appointing
academics lacking intellectual engagement with
literature and social issues raises concerns about
ideological biases influencing leadership
selections. To address this, universities should
prioritise appointments grounded in the
intellectual ethos of liberal arts and sciences,
ensuring that selection procedures are rigorous
and objective.

The crisis of education has, therefore, at its
core, a crisis of imagination. The university must
at all costs be preserved as a sanctuary of
intellectual freedom, where merit is not the
casualty. Failure to do so imperils not only
education but also the very idea of democracy. By
reclaiming the university’s essence, we restore

the transformative potential of knowledge, rather

than reducing it to mere transaction.

The Educational Landscape, Its Disconcerting Shift

A= aRged, s Rass sgaT

- Education has traditionally been seen as the foundation of societal
progress, fostering critical thinking, free inquiry, and knowledge
pursuit.
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o fr8TT Y IRIRF T T grATfoS yarfa i & T A @ g, N Afaw
AT, Fadq 3=a9or, 3R AT H @S F' Tg1ar Y B

* At its peak, higher education promoted intellectual independence, encouraged dissent,
and contributed to progress across societies.

« 391 3chY W, 3T fRIeT A Figftre Taaaar S dicanfed o, sragafa s gerar e 3k
AT & W H JTGTe G|

* Human understanding expanded through open dialogue and academic exploration.
« AT WA ! FFd Harg AR A1 @er & AreaH @ Forr 1|

From Academic Freedom to Bureaucratic Control

eriores Tadadr ¥ AlFmd FaFer a&

* In recent decades, universities have experienced a disturbing transformation.

- oo To gl 7, [aeafacarerat = v fRiarsrers aRadet @1 3eera fonar g

* Institutions once praised for nurturing independent thought now face bureaucratic
restrictions, external mandates, and ideological control.

« S TEATT Ul F9aF A1 T 9&1aT &oF o TolT TRIfAT &, I 379 sitehTemdy gfaesl, sed smeer,
3R d=Re AIFHOT ST TFEATT R B

* Instead of being centres of innovation and resistance, they are becoming engines of
conformity, says Canadian thinker H.A. Giroux.

- FATSTE AR v T Flew Fea § o 3 Faman sit wfaie & &g 8 & 9o 319 ST &
Folel Sold ST E & |

* Managerial efficiency and market needs are being prioritised over academic freedom and
intellectual values.

* JEEHIT Z&TAT 3R AR At IraeTFHarsit 1 AerforF Faaaan iR digfeF At @ I w@ran
@&l

* The central tools of modern education now seem to be indoctrination, intimidation, and
intolerance.

« 3Tk fRAET & HET ITRIOT 3 FaR, Tarehy, 3R Jrafsorar yelia gid &1

From Independence to Centralisation

TaATdT & HEIHIOT Y 3T
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* A major concern is the unrelenting centralisation of academic curricula.

- T 7y T § derfore areamaAt 1 ey Fhaon|

* Earlier, universities had the freedom to design syllabi based on student needs, faculty
expertise, and academic trends.

- 95, faeafacTert &1 ol i sraeasansi, et 1 frerveran, 3 darforr vafest & 3mur
W UTSIFHA qelet Y Faaaar AT

» Today, this freedom is shrinking as central agencies like the University Grants
Commission (UGC) and frameworks like the National Education Policy (NEP) control
academic content.

* 3TST, Ig FaaAaT A ST W@ 5, Fifeh freafagarery argemer smalr (UGC) 3R s fRrem
AT (NEP) S F1a e Qa3f0ies Il & R = @ 8

» These decisions are often guided more by political agendas and economic objectives than
by academic merit.

» 3 fAoTy 3rereR AatfOre Fporadr i Jorar 7 31t Taredifas Tais 3R 3l segeat car
Frferd gid g

The Changing Role of the UGC
UGC T Seelelt ${fAeT

* The UGC, which was created to coordinate academic standards, now functions as a
controlling authority.

« UGC, o da1f0re ATeT & THaT & Tl IATAT 31T AT, 37 Teh G A0 HEAT & &9 7 Hr
Hch gl

* Itinterferes in appointments, administration, and curriculum design, often ignoring
academic expertise.

- 75 T e, wemes, 3R ureaswa HATor 7 grdatT HYdr § 3R 3@ datiore ferwsar $
3Tl Y B

» The UGC has become the extended arm of a state that is increasingly intolerant of dissent
and critical thought.

« UGC 319 Ta 0 T &1 faediRda amar s7 773 § St 3rwgafa 3 smeli=seas 8 & 9fa dsir
¥ AT BT ST TET &

* This is not about ensuring quality standards — it is about demanding submission.

* Ig I[OTEAT HTeTehl T GiATET Flel oh TR A AL § — T§ HTATRINGT T AT & TR H g
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» Under the cover of regulation, the UGC has stripped Indian universities of autonomy.

- fgae 1 31 7, UGC o #RT fareafagameral it Faraaar s o 81

» The dream of self-governance has been replaced with bureaucratic oversight.
* JTCH-ATH T TYAT T AlRTATET fAIRTEAT F Sl AT &

* A university that lacks freedom in faculty selection, research direction, and protection of
dissent can no longer be considered a true university.

- Teh Ut faRadearerar it fRvate a3, Jregaeer ferem, 3iR srwgafer Y gRaw A Fadaar @ afad
g1, 39 arFafaes feafagaras ¢ ar 51 dehdl

Consequences of Centralisation
HARIOT & THTT

» The centralisation of academic policy undercuts academic autonomy, produces compliant
drones, regiments intellectual discourse, and marginalises alternative perspectives.

- derfOre AfAT 1 FFTT T Faer JarOF FARIAAT F FHSR FAT &, o TR W,
ITATHRY BT YT HT § 3N dFTeas giRem o i g1 o srerar g

* When syllabi are standardised across institutions, the intellectual ecosystem becomes
monolithic, lacking diversity, nuance, and radical innovation.

« ST HEUTeAT H GISAHAL FT THIFIOT TehT STl &, AT dlefera aRaer vawy g oiran &, fored 3aa
fafarerar, gawrar 3ik wifawrt FarR S wel g S &

* This leads to stifling creativity and discourages questioning of dominant narratives or
received assumptions.

* SHY TEATCHFAT T & geaT ¢ 3R yafaa Rart ar &g aronst w et som@ @ ygfa
& S B

Pressures on the Academic Climate

eriore Al W e

« Historically, campuses have catalysed social change—in anti-colonial, civil rights, and pro-
democracy movements.

- Wfaerfae w7 &, [eafdcareas aiewl @ wenfae aRads & v 3ars & qfae s i—ata
Jitafaafs-fAaeh, aeRe after), 3R dwas gads sneest 7

* By controlling what and how subjects are taught, policymakers and administrators ensure
that universities remain compliant, not confrontational.
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faRafacarer fadumere 18, afcsh rarFRY 9+

* Suppressing critical perspectives prevents higher education from producing citizens who
guestion authority or imagine alternatives.

* HTETIATCHS &SR0T T SHA Ig FATRTT el & foh 3T RIGT & T AWTRe o fo¥ehel ST Felm
T HaTel 3T¢ 7 fasedt AT Fedar Y|

* A scholar referencing Noam Chomsky on democracy's decline, nationalism, or human
rights may face state reprimand, a preposterous intervention.

- g 1S et AT AfeF & Aed F IeleT, WEAE AT AFAEHRI R TR Tded FAT &,
dl T Y GedR FHT AT FAT 95 Hhdl §, il Teh FFAFT gEARIT o |

» The rise of reactionary politics has led to increasing interference in academic affairs.

- gfafsrarard) Tsrifer & qerecurer o Aaiiorn AT & qgelt q@eHaTSIt T ol AT 8|

* Scholars critiquing systemic injustice, discrimination, corporate exploitation, or
nationalism face marginalisation, defunding, or even deportation.

« 51 fACaTe HEATIT AT, NGHTT, HIARE AT IT ISEATE T ITATTAT H &, I FIAY I 3Tl
fe st €, e weraar @ afRa fove aira € ar & faveran sioa €1

* Entire social science and humanities disciplines are being defunded or seen as politically
awkward.

- ¢ wrfar faare sk Arafaeht &= @t e aerrar & aftra fvar o @ § ar 3% ueefas
T A HHEST AT ST @ 8

Impact on Teachers and Students
fraTehi 31T ol 9T v

» Teachers, fearing professional reprisals, begin to practice self-censorship.

- freT, 9T & & 3T A FF-FAIFT 3794 o9 B

» Controversial topics are avoided not due to lack of interest, but due to fear.
- Frarereae fawat & gl SaTAT 78T @il foh I STet 781 §, ST SHTAT foh 378 ST ATTAS gIelr
gl

 Students also internalise this cautious climate, avoiding critical engagement, fearing
academic penalties, peer backlash, or career threats.

« B ¢ 3T YT A T 3cATTT FX old & IR ATeTa=cAs fFaRt & 9d §, 3¢ darforw
&z, geurfeal i yfafdar, T aRlsT F R FEat Fr = aar gl

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

- 777 3R A g 9TC 56 W 0T W, Afafastar sk e aE gRRaa sa §

Page2 6



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

www.patrioticias.in

* This results in an intellectual climate where fear of dissent dominates over inquiry, and
conformity is mistaken for collective wisdom.

» 3G IRUTHA g 8T & o6 gt 1 5T FHaram o gy g S7relm 8, 3R waar 1 arfes
% g forar Srar g

* Ultimately, this leads to the decline of public intellectuals.

» 3icTcl:, Y WiAST o Jfaafaat &7 Ide gien &

Corporatisation of Higher Education

3= faa1 &1 fAsisIor

* Universities are no longer seen as public institutions for knowledge and social
advancement, but as businesses seeking profit and brand value.

- RrafagETeal &t 319 7= 3R Ao werfa & ardSfas GeuTe 327 afes ant 3R a3 ufassr
FATA dTel SHGATT & I H @7 1 @ ¢

» The market logic now decides what is taught and why it is taught.
« 379 T 91T ST¢ 31 4t 9e/T AT I8 IR A @ 0T Hdr

* Technology, business, and engineering receive more funding; while philosophy,
literature, and arts are considered unproductive.

- Sle Y, sgawm, 3R FfaaRer i st ol werrar Ao §, i g, aifge, 3R
T I AYTHTANF AT ST B |

» Education’s value is reduced to its marketability; knowledge becomes a commodity.
« TRIETT T Ho 379 Shelel 3Heh! TR A TashY Arerar oY 1T 81 a1 §; AT Teh IqeFall 96 T
AT

Performative Pressure on Faculty

fRraTeY WX e@Tadl gara

* Faculty are judged on publication counts and student satisfaction ratings.

- TRT&TeRT T yahTRIAT Y WEAT 3R BT TP Weew & TR o1 31T ST & |

* Global university rankings worsen the issue by favouring Western metrics over local
contexts.

- AT Rreafaearey {hew 58 TAEAT I 9aT &dT § F1Th d IRIHT AT I FUT FEGHT
ST fRear & &1
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* This incentivises branding and model replication over academic innovation.

- 3N FfRT 3R ATse Y Thel & Ferar [Arar &, 7 & Ya1OrF sEm=R F1

Academic Governance as a Concern

O SIEE R R CRE R GIC IR A L

* Universities now propose corporate professionals as leaders, who prioritise efficiency,
guantifiable output, and visibility.

- 39 faafacarerat # FIaRe & & FATEHT BT Aqed ATt T TEdTd g, S FeAedl, AACHS
3qafeeral, 31X gRIAT Y TUTHbAT ST B |

* Appointing Vice Chancellors from non-academic fields disconnects governance from
teaching and research.

« A-QarfOre A=t & Ferafa e Feer @, g 3R Rrator o aer & i< gl e 81

* Increasingly, appointments lack engagement with literature and social issues, raising
concerns about ideological bias.

- 319 gt # aifeca 3k o Aeel @ 3@ Ad1 e, fad 3o garara i e ¢
S &l

» Appointments must be based on the liberal arts and sciences ethos with rigorous,
objective selection.

- g foraver améa 3R faramer <y straT ox e g 3R =e ishar R 3R fsaat g
ElNY

Conclusion: The Crisis of Imagination
fAshY: Feudr 1 Hhe

* At its core, the education crisis is a crisis of imagination.
« fI&TT T Ghe IEAT H FoUAT & HHE I Tdh ¢

» The university must be preserved as a sanctuary of intellectual freedom.

- feafagaTery =1 dlefors Fadaaar & 3T & & # TiaTd fhar S @rfge|

« If merit is lost, not only education, but democracy itself is in peril.

* 3T AT AT &1 ST &, Tl haol TART &Y 78T, eehdd o @ H Us STTam|

* By reclaiming its essence, we restore the transformative power of knowledge.

* SH HA TITT bl Il YTC &lech §H AT T IRTTAHRY ATF hT TAEA A T Tohed B
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A belated admission

Civil registration data from 2021 point
to significant excess deaths
l t has been four years since the delta variant

of the SARS-CoV-2 virus hit India. The coun-

try bore the brunt of the pandemic’s devas-
tating impact, with harrowing scenes of over-
whelmed health-care systems, oxygen-supply
shortages and even bodies floating in the Ganga
in Uttar Pradesh. Reports based on data sourced
from the Civil Registration System through RTIs
and other means, by The Hindu in particular, be-
sides independent surveys, showed that the toll
was clearly staggering and in millions, much
more than the official tally. The government’s res-
ponse was defensive and dismissive; the attempt
was to consistently undermine the findings. After
maintaining that the reported number of CO-
VID-19 deaths during this period was accurate,
the government, through the Registrar General of
India, released a report last week that showed
that there were 21.5 lakh excess deaths in 2021 as
against 3.32 lakh reported COVID-19 deaths. Dur-
ing a pandemic, the bulk of these excess deaths
must have been related to the effects of the dis-
ease. Besides, lockdown restrictions had resulted
in lower fatalities due to causes such as road acci-
dents. The high number of excess deaths was es-
timated by The Hindu’s calculations to be nearly
6.5 times more than the reported deaths. The
fact that this multiple was even higher for Gujarat
(44.2), Madhya Pradesh (19.5),Uttar Pradesh
(19.5) and Telangana (18.2) suggests that COVID-19
deaths were under-reported significantly in 2021.
These were largely due to the fact that deaths due
to comorbidities were perhaps not considered as
COVID-19 deaths or because those numbers were
suppressed in order to paint a rosier picture of
the government’s response to the pandemic.

The nearly four-year delay in releasing this re-
port, alongside the Sample Registration System
Report for 2021, reveals the Union government’s
reluctance to comprehensively assess the pan-
demic’s true impact and its casual approach to
publishing critical demographic data. This reluc-
tance in publishing timely information coincides
with the fact that India’s civil registration system
that tracks births and deaths has become more
robust over time with most States reporting the
bulk of the deaths that occur, either in institu-
tions such as hospitals or at homes. In some
States, this reporting happens with a lag when
compared to others, but it is encouraging that re-
gistration levels are getting better. But medical
certification of the causes of the deaths still re-
mains low when compared to other developing
countries such as Brazil. A robust maintenance of
registration and certification records is impor-
tant for public health tools. The delay in release
of vital data defeats the purpose of the improve-
ments made in civil registration. Data delayed is
also data denied.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

A Belated Admission: On the Undercount
of India’s COVID-19 Pandemic Deaths

& fefad EeRIfFd: a”a & COvVID-19
mﬁ#g‘évﬂ?ﬁa‘»‘rmmmw

Civil registration data from 2021 points to
significant excess deaths

2021 & AT IS 1HI0T 3T § 93 4o W falea
#Hiat #r qfte gt &

* It has been four years since the delta variant of the SARS-CoV-
2 virus hit India.

« ¥Rd # SARS-CoV-2 IIITH & 3eel aRkue & thelel & IR ATel &r
I &l
* The country experienced the pandemic’s devastating impact—

with overwhelmed health-care systems, oxygen shortages, and
even bodies floating in the Ganga in Uttar Pradesh.

* 3T o FAGTARY o TAATAFRT THTT Fl STelT—oTgl TAFLT AT AT
91§, 3iferisTar Y FAT g3, 3 I & I 7Y H el ok ol
EIE]

* Reports from The Hindu and other independent surveys based on
Civil Registration System data (via RTIs and other sources)

revealed that the death toll was in the millions, much more than
the official count.

« RTI 3R 317 Gl & ATCIH H ITCd ARTRE YSihIoT JoITelt o
3iehst TR TR The Hindu 3R Fac gdaTol @ i 7y
wEgT At 7 o, S 3T 3t & FE 3w o
* The government’s response was defensive and dismissive,
continuously trying to undermine the findings.

* AN T FTATehaT TETTeAF 3R 398TTqet TG, 3R 3T oRIaR 3
forsehsit st FHAT fe@r r i $|

+ After long denial, the Registrar General of India recently released a report showing 21.5 lakh
excess deaths in 2021, compared to 3.32 lakh reported COVID-19 deaths.
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« S AT T SIHR & 91, BTl &1 H HR & WA Fokel o Teh RATE SRy 1 forasd Fara aran
for 2021 # 21.5 s rfaRera A g, STafs FAs-19 | 3.32 wrE Fal v A & 15 |

* During a pandemic, most excess deaths are likely related to the disease itself.

« AGTHARY & gireT, 3rferaier sfafRera Al Toraa: 3¢t Ay @ Fafag giar £

* Due to lockdowns, deaths from causes like road accidents were fewer, which means actual
pandemic-related deaths were even higher.

» SITehST3eT o HRUT S8 WSFH qHEAT3H I glel arell Al o AT, [STH& 7§ Hehel Tl & o Fgramdy
& 31 Al 3R o arfares o

* The Hindu’s estimate showed these excess deaths were about 6.5 times higher than
reported deaths.

* The Hindu & 3e[#Tel & 3TaR A IfARerd Al Roie & 715 et & S@ms1r 6.5 371 31 2|

* In states like Gujarat (44.2 times), Madhya Pradesh (19.5), Uttar Pradesh (19.5), and
Telangana (18.2), under-reporting was significantly higher.

« IS (44.2 I[T), FET Y& (19.5), 3 T2 (19.5) AR AT (18.2) S8 Tl H Tg FH
aroraT 3R 8 Same ot

* This suggests many deaths were due to comorbidities not classified as COVID-19 or were
suppressed to show better government performance.

-mmm%%%mw—mﬁ(comorbidities)%Wgﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁg-lgﬂmaﬁ
R 31T, T 37 YT 7T a1feh TXHR T TfAfehar dgav ewrs 2|

Delays in Data Release and its Implications

ST & TR & 8 3 55 wera

» The four-year delay in releasing this report and the Sample Registration System Report
(2021) shows the Union government’s reluctance to fully assess the true impact of the
pandemic.

- 5 RO1E 3R dAuer WoeeersT Rved RO (2021) F TR # T AT S &8 & Ig TISC glar g
T dhe, ARPR FGTAN o AREATIH THTE T Hodleha! il H Ha=g® T

* This delay reflects a casual approach towards publishing critical demographic data.

« T & AFcAYOT AATITRAHIT 3€T & T Y S TIHR T ATIETEY T g2 &

* Meanwhile, India’s Civil Registration System has become more robust, with most states
reporting majority of deaths, whether in hospitals or at home.
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* 38 &I, HR I ATTRE TSHIHOT YUTTel! TEol § HSTGd gl 915 ¢, 3 37a 3Tehier T 3qcrelt
A1 e 3 §$ Jrftramrer At A g S @ 2

* However, the medical certification of causes of death still remains low compared to
countries like Brazil.

« gTelifeh, {eg & FRON FT RAfFear yamoftaor 3rsf off srafier S ot 1 Jorelr H FA B

» Maintaining accurate records of registration and certification is vital for public health
planning.

* GAIOT 3 FATONEROT & HdF RIS AU TWAT AT foeh AT ISl & [T 37
Hgcaol &

* Delayed release of such vital data defeats the improvements made in the system.

» UU FgeaqOT 3T T & H TehTIT SH YOIl 7 §U JURT Y fAster 717 & &1

» Data delayed is also data denied—timely access to information is critical in a public health
crisis.

« SR # N FT AT AFFRT F gRT T Y T T Toe H AT T STThRY
AT 3/ 3TaRT® gl &
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On differences in clientelism,
patronage and freebies

In most political commentaries, there is a tendency to conflate these different phenomena, since there are
some overlaps between these practices. However, such conflation leads to overlooking harmful relationships

Sarthak Bagchi

n recent times, a lot of scholarship

has emerged espousing a call to

end the politics of patronage and

clientelism, advocating a move
away from the politics of distribution of
‘freebies’ and calling an end to the use of
populist schemes. The opposition to
populist schemes has been mostly
advanced as an academic argument by
both economists and political scientists as
such redistributive practices are seen as
negatively affecting the political culture of
a polity, enfeebling the democratic
credentials of voters and making them
dependent on the distribution of such
largesse.

However, we often see that in such
commentaries there is a tendency to
conflate many different phenomena,
since there are some overlaps between
these practices. This article will highlight
some subtle yet important differences
between clientelism, patronage and
‘freebie’ distribution.

On clientelism

Clientelism or clientelistic politics is
defined typically as a kind of reciprocal
exchange in which politicians offer or
promise to offer certain tangible material
benefits to voters based on the offer or
promise of their electoral support. This
reciprocal relationship, between those
who can deliver the resources and those
who can give support in return for these
resources has been the focal point of
many studies in political science,
anthropology and sociology. The delivery
or selective distribution of resources in
clientelism is contingent on the
continuance or expectation of electoral
support in terms of voting and/ or
campaign participation. This reciprocity
factor means that while politicians are
offering gifts, money or other distributive
largesse to their supporters, they too in
return, must be able to monitor the voting
action of their supporters and ensure that
the supporter who is receiving this benefit
is also returning the ‘favour’ by voting in
support of the politician. Politicians
ensure this reciprocity by monitoring the
compliance of their supporters. Such
monitoring is often done by dense
networks of local level leaders, political
brokers or karyakartas (party workers).
An important distinction between a
clientelistic exchange and any other type
of distributive politics is the threat of
retribution on non-compliance of
reciprocity.

Clientelistic relationships or
patron-client ties are typically
asymmetrical in nature, in which
politicians as patrons and voters as clients
are linked through bonds of hierarchy,
caste-identity or resources, or both. As
the Indian polity has undergone
democratic upsurges that have levelled
some hierarchies of caste and made
democratic politics more representative,
the asymmetry of resources has only
increased, as the wealth of India’s
politicians has increased manifold as
compared to their voters. So, it is quite
possible that a wealthy politician will be
in a position to punish a poor voter for
not voting for him/her.

However, we don't usually see such
situations. This is in part due to the

free bus travel, in Bengaluru on June 5, 2024. MURALI KUMAR K

robustness of India’s secret ballot system
which enables voters to believe that their
voting action cannot be monitored
efficiently by politicians. Voters therefore
do not feel compelled or forced to vote
for the politician from whom they receive
a gift or money, and instead tend to take
gifts across parties (even demand in some
cases, as our fieldwork shows). Another
factor affecting the ability of politicians to
monitor the compliance of their
supporters is a decline and lack of dense
networks of party activists, that are
typically found in political machine
models populating the favellas of Rio De
Janeiro or the slums of Buenos Aires.

In India, a high voting population and
large constituency size restricts a
politician’s ability to implement effective
monitoring strategies to check the voting
actions of their voters. These limitations
are only multiplied with an increasing
democratic culture imbibed by voters
through repeated participation in
elections, which has been captured as a
deepening of democracy in the Indian
context. To put it simply, clientelism in
the Indian context, operates in an atypical
manner, in which neither are voters
suppressed clients who are compromising
their autonomy of voting choice nor are

patrons or politicians able to punish their
voters for their non-compliance, even if
there exists a hierarchy of resources
between the two.

Patronage networks and freebies
Another manner in which this hierarchy
of unequal resources is manifested is
through patronage networks, which allow
politicians to disburse resources of a
permanent nature, such as jobs, loans or
subsidies, to cultivate electoral loyalty
among their supporters. While
clientelistic exchanges takes place in the
immediate proximity of elections and
usually involves the exchange of tangible
material benefits like money, liquor, food,
gifts, clothes, phones etc., patronage ties
are more long-standing relationships, in
which the interaction between the
distributing politician and the receiving
voter is more recurring and reiterative.
Patronage ties are usually not one-time
exchanges between politicians and voters.
Freebies can be classified as universally
distributed goods, which are not
selectively distributed based on individual
targeting (whether a person has voted for
me or not, or will vote for me or not). The
distributive criteria for freebies is more
inclusive than in clientelism. Freebies are

DPATRIOTICIAS

typically distributed to an entire
population group or a class of voters like
women, or female children above the age
of 15 or men under the age of 30. The idea
is to expand the scope of distribution on a
large scale, by defining the contours of
that scale very clearly, in order to justify
the distribution. Theoretically, freebies do
not carry any reciprocity condition or
retribution, though there is always a hope
of garnering electoral support. But, such
hope can be embedded in each and every
action taken by a politician and not just in
shaping schemes of universal
distribution. Moreover, the distribution of
freebies does not necessarily need to be
monitored by political agents to check
reciprocal compliance by recipients. In
fact, by the introduction of Direct Benefit
Transfer (DBT) and increased usage of
banking channels for such distribution,
the role of party brokers and karyakartas
in mediating such welfare schemes is
waning. Goods distributed through such
universal distribution schemes or what
political scientist James Manor has called,
post-clientelistic schemes, can also bring
important transformations at the
household level as well as the societal
level.

Some ‘freebies’ like free bus rides for
women in Delhi and Karnataka or free
bicycles for female school going children
in Bihar and West Bengal can have
positive effects on women’s participation
in the work force and education by
increasing school enrolment numbers as
research has shown. DBT cash transfers to
women’s bank accounts could also have
positive effects on household spending
patterns, although longitudinal data for
such schemes is yet to come.

In such a scenario in which universal
distributive schemes are not mediated or
monitored (or at least less monitored)
through political workers, and do not
bring along any retributive clauses based
on reciprocity in terms of electoral
support, a criticism of freebies as
undemocratic or violating the voters’
right to vote freely or promoting the
suppression of voters is not a fair
criticism.

More scrutiny on

clientelistic networks

Politicians taking part in India’s highly
competitive electoral market are
distributing a lot of resources besides
what are called ‘freebies’. Much of the
spending in India’s exorbitant election
campaigns are done via politician’s
private resources which are often
mobilised to pay for hiring campaign
teams, loudspeakers, stages, vehicles and
transportations for mega rallies, publicity
and social media advertisements, political
consultants and on distributing tangible
material benefits like gifts, money or
liquor — in short on actual clientelistic
distribution, that is largely informal in
nature and therefore undocumented.

Formal distribution in the form of
freebies are much open for audits and
therefore also open for restructuring and
subsequent reforms at a later stage.
However, conflating these practices often
leads to overlooking informal clientelistic
transfers which need more researched
focus to capture their long-term impact
on democracy and economy. Focusing
the criticism on universal distributive
schemes which are more inclusive in their
distributive criteria and have shown
positive affects in the long-term, instead
of looking at actual clientelistic practices
that are exclusionary in nature and
undermine the quality of democracy, is
therefore akin to missing the woods for
the trees.

Sarthak Bagchi teaches courses on
Indian politics and populism in
Ahmedabad University and studies politics
of clientelism and patronage in Bihar and
Maharashtra.
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Forrge fasa, aIaTharg AR AFTERT & 3T 7T
* In many political commentaries, there is a tendency to conflate clientelism, patronage,
and freebies, due to their overlapping features.

« % Toreitias feoaforat & Farefoes, Geatsdare 3R AT AISTAT3T T U SHET AT o 6
g gich & Fifeh o191 e HATAATS Bl B |

» However, such conflation leads to overlooking the harmful relationships embedded in
these practices.

- et VT TTEA 37 uiFAT # ART efEReE gaul Fr AeRsEe FI a1 B

Criticism of Populist Schemes

AT AYSTAT3HT Y IT=AT

* Recently, scholars have called for ending clientelism and patronage politics, and criticized
the distribution of freebies and populist schemes.

- g1 1 7, fag@mt o Femaefares 3l #Rate T &1 FATC et @1 a1 T § 3R A
fAaoT 3R AFepTaeT A3t T TeiraeT

» Such practices are seen as weakening democratic values, creating dependency, and
damaging political culture.

* 3T TAT3TT T AFait Aedl HT FAAR F, Rar tar w3 3R Terifas a6 # qHam
TEAT & 9 H ST S ¢

Need for Distinction

3ra Y IRl

* This article aims to show the subtle yet important differences between clientelism,
patronage, and freebies.

- I T FeraefasH, aarshare 3R AT faawor & i & qaa Afre Agcaqot 3R 1 3R
AT g

On Clientelism

ForIefood W

* Clientelism is areciprocal exchange, where politicians offer material benefits in return for
electoral support.

- FarefaTH v IREIRS Rafawa B, Srad usrelifas silfas amr & sco gard gade vereT
ERC R

* This involves a mutual relationship: politicians provide resources, and voters support them
through voting or campaign work.
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« TE Ueh YA HEY §: TSTeiicl ol TATEA ot &, 3R AdGIAT AT AT IAR & ATETH F oTahl
THIT FA B

* A key feature is that politicians monitor if the voters actually support them in return.

» Toh {&g AV Ig ¢ & Usteifarst faermel @a & o oFam Acierdr aredd & 3o §ad= # dle
TWE

* Monitoring is done by local leaders, brokers, or party workers (karyakartas).

« TAIRTET T Aart, gerat a1 et FRiwaTHt (FRFAT3T) SaRT A ST B

* A clientelistic exchange differs from other types of distributive politics due to the threat of
punishment for non-compliance.

* Uh FATICTATH TR A-&eT 31T fIaROT MR IS & 3TeTeT gIT § FAi1h ST YTelel
T F T &3 T T el &

Asymmetrical Patron-Client Relationships

* Clientelistic relationships are typically asymmetrical, with politicians as patrons and
voters as clients.

- FARIETASH T IFTACN I IFATT gla &, Forgs TerdifarsT 8veTs 31N AdeEr aes aia 21

» These are often based on hierarchy, caste identity, or resources.

* I HEY IFER AT, AT TgaTeT T HATLAT I TETRA Bt &

* With democratic upsurges in India, caste hierarchies have reduced, but the resource gap
between voters and politicians has widened.

« YR H AhdIFS IHR & AT ATAT FFATAATE G §, ifheT Tar=ifaaAr iR Aderansit & diw
HHTE HAX T & |
* Wealthy politicians how have more power to punish poor voters.

« ) ASATAAT & I 379 TN A3t FF Ef3T I Y 3rfaw afFa gl

Limitations of Clientelism in India

R & Fargelasd $T AT

* Despite the hierarchy, voters are not easily forced to vote for a particular candidate.

* §Tcl 81 ITHHATSAT &1, AAfehel AT I fohdlT AT IFAIGaR I ale &ot & fAT ATy HT=T
AT G B |

» Secret ballot system in India ensures that voting action remains private, reducing fear of
punishment.
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* 3T ST ST HAAGT JOITelt Tg GioA T el § fon Afar Mol ol @, Sod s T sv o
Bl gl

* Voters accept gifts from multiple parties and sometimes demand gifts, as found in
fieldwork.

« AdSTAT ®§ IfEAT ¥ 3UBR FFR FId & 3T Fei-F3 3ugr Y #79r oft Fxa &, Siar & HAerer
TSTHETeT H 97T 91T

* Decline in dense networks of party activists reduces the ability to monitor compliance,
unlike political machines in Rio or Buenos Aires.

- Iréf FFATIT F Tt Acad H Frae & IR aar & 81 718 &, S R 91 sy s o
TSTaiITcIeh AT & 37T &

» Large constituencies and high voting populations in India make it hard to track voting
behavior.

« AR # 79 fovateret 8¥aT 3R 3= AAQwT FHEAT & HROT AT STagR W Aok WA Hiehel g
ST gl

* As voter participation increases, democracy deepens, making clientelism less effective.

* In India, clientelism functions atypically — voters are not coerced, and politicians cannot
punish them, even with resource inequality.

« AR H, FAGTATH FATATT aF & F1H FIAT ¢ — ATGIAT3T T FSTGY 781 fT ST, 31
TSTATAT 378 EfEd AT T Toha, 7o) & TATUAT H HAATAAT 81|

Patronage Networks and Freebies

TALUIEAT Aeas 3w

» Patronage networks are a way through which the hierarchy of unequal resources is
maintained, where politicians distribute permanent resources like jobs, loans, or subsidies to
build electoral loyalty.

« FYUEA ATTH 3TTATT GATHAT hT ERTHT T TeITT TWeT T Teh dIehT &, STel ToladT AtwRar,
FOT T o) S FUTM HATAT Y Sich AGET fsaT T AT I & |

* Clientelistic exchanges occur closer to elections and involve the direct exchange of
tangible benefits like money, liquor, food, clothes, phones, etc.
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e 3MeTeT-YeTe iR e glar ¢

» Patronage ties are long-standing relationships involving recurring interactions between
the politician and the voter.

* FYLEA FEE ofd THT doh Tolal aTed Bl & ToreTd ToladT 3 Aderar & I IR-aR gis arer
Hare iAo B &1

» These are not one-time exchanges like clientelism.

« Y TF IR F AA-aT A6l gla S fF FariefasH|

Freebies and Universal Distribution

e 3t arenifas Aavor

* Freebies are universally distributed goods, not targeted based on whether someone voted
for a politician or not.

- WreT 3 W A i wrdeifRe v & RaRa fre sma ¥, 78 76 e ran & e egfea &
are fear ar 7gT|

* The distribution criteria for freebies is more inclusive than that of clientelism.

« IS &7 FAAROT ATYES FaiefasH & it gamaef gar &

* They are typically given to entire groups or classes like women, girls above 15, or men
below 30.

« 3o TAA: THGY AT FaIT S o ARFenait, 15 9§ @ I A Asfhal, W0 W IFA NG H
T&uT 1 T ST B

* The goal is to define the scale of distribution clearly to justify the action.

* 35527 ¢ T avor & da= 1 Tave §7 F IR o ST arfes 38 waraifad Sgrar ST @ |

* Theoretically, freebies do not carry a condition of reciprocity or punishment, although there
is always a hope of electoral support.

-mmﬁ,mﬁmmqﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁaﬁéﬂﬁﬂﬁ@?ﬁ,mgﬂﬁmﬂﬁﬁ
3FAG Sl T B

 But such hope exists in almost every political action, not just in universal distribution.

« IfeheT Y 3FHIE S1TTeT &Y TaTeiifaes fohar & g1t §, o T ahaor wrasitfAe faawor 7

* Freebies do not need to be monitored by political agents to ensure reciprocity.

« FIST & o Trereiifare Totel qanT farret T 3rraredeha sTgl glcl dTfeh aReawar giafded &l
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» With Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) and greater use of banking systems, the role of party
brokers and workers is declining.

- SRFE AT THHT (DB T) 31 TFar qorrelt & sgct 3uer & A1 garat 3 FdFarHt Hr
G GEAR R

» These post-clientelistic schemes, as called by James Manor, can bring transformative
changes at household and societal levels.

« 3¢ N AT a1 ARE-FaTU AT ASATE gl 727 &, S 8 3 FATS At TR W)
JeoTd o Gl ¥

Positive Effects of Freebies
BT & AFRICHS THTT

» Examples like free bus rides for women in Delhi and Karnataka, and free bicycles for
female students in Bihar and West Bengal, have increased women’s workforce
participation and school enrolments.

- el 3 et A A3 & forw fr o Qar, 3R RER 3 afvws damer 7 st i forges
arsfrer SHT ATaT3it o Afgensit i FrieTeaT 3R TRa AHET H TG>T

* DBT cash transfers to women’s bank accounts may impact household spending
patterns, although long-term data is still awaited.

- AfFe3Ht & d @Il 3 DBT 3er TG & & @ & Ueet 7 dgeld 31T Hevell &, Blellieh
Sreiprfore 3mreheY 1 379 SR 81

* Since these schemes are not monitored by party workers and have no retributive
conditions, criticizing them as undemocratic is unfair.

« FIfR A ASTATT AN FrRATHT garT AT 781 gl 3R 3o7oF ufaraner $ir erct 781 @i,
SHfAT 3 IR-ANFdifae el g 3

More Scrutiny on Clientelistic Networks

Fouefaffesd deas W 3w AR Y 3maegwdr

« Indian politicians spend vast sums in a highly competitive electoral market beyond freebies.

« AT [Tl reder Tfareaeft FoArdt ST 31 shieftar & off 31met at et afy & < &

* Much of this spending is on campaign teams, loudspeakers, rallies, advertisements,
consultants, and material benefits like gifts, money, liquor.

« 5T 31T T yaR HFY, aEsEds, ol Aams), gaeer), 39 3wt 81, e S
S AT I BT ¢
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* These are informal, undocumented, and reflect clientelistic distribution.

« I AIeT-GoT AT, GFAAS R gl ¢ IR FareefafFes faror & gafa §1

* In contrast, formal freebies are auditable and open to restructuring and reform.
- 5 faodia, ttaanfe drdier i st 1 ST Tt § 3R 3¢ Ioretoet AR guR & fore ger w@r
ST gl

* Mixing both can lead to overlooking informal networks which undermine democracy and
need more research.

- Q1T Y T O SreitaaReE Aeast Y e g & S AerdT A FHER Fa & IR T W
3O aer Y IS AT 2|

* Focusing criticism only on universal schemes that are inclusive and have shown positive
long-term effects, instead of targeting exclusive clientelistic practices, is like missing the
woods for the trees.

« haol GATALA AIEHIAF ASTA131T I TATTAT AT, TSAegieT ErdpIford FHRICHS THTT e@TT §,
Stafer afgsgma Fareefaffes TUT3it 1 ecar e, AT ¢ S8 Y31 HT Q@ ST 1 3 ST

To watch an in-depth discussion on the topic, click on the
YouTube link below: _https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

For regular updates on UPSC and PCS preparation, join our
Telegram Channel:_https://t. me/patrioticlAS

13 05 2025 DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS
GS Paper Il1: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, 1S)

1. India Won’t Bend to Pakistan’s Nuclear Blackmail, Says
Modi

T ATfhEaTeT Y GIATUT 7Y & AT Tt ST, AN 7 Fgl
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2. All Indian Military Bases Will Remain Ready for Combat
Faft sty Aoy FoTet I & fw w89

3. Markets mark massive gains as border tensions and
U.S.-China trade war ease

AT aetra 3R 3rARET-HeT SR e 7 FA & qeRt A
Y ST

4. Woman killed in tiger attack in Chandrapur; fifth death in
3 days

TR A a1 & gHa # Afgar i Al 3 =t 7 wiedt Al
5. India Engaged with China on Germanium Export
Restrictions

IR of STH IR T gfaast ¥ T & g9 fhar

6. Government's Silence on Cyberbullying of Foreign
Secretary Questioned by Left Parties

fager wfre o Argat g T WER AT godt 91 arAg gt

S 33T gare

7. Paddy, Pulses Acreage Has Increased This Kharif
Season: Centre

e, STl Y Ja15 36 @OF ot F 7 Fg
8. Single-use Food Packaging: 84% of Himalayan Plastic
Waste

Rarer-gar B dafoier: RaTerh confes FaX #184%

9. Toxic Trolling: On India-Pakistan Conflict, Troll Army
STgdYelt Sifeer: sTRa-uIfeheare wey 3 erer et o

10. India’s Rising E-Waste, the Need to Recast Its
Management
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11. When Water Standards Don’t Hold Water
ST STl ATeTeh 379e11 JoTaT T8l @A

12. Decarbonisation in the Shipping Industry

fafer 3gter 7 RBwefamaerT
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India won’t bend to Pakistan’s
nuclear blackmail, says Modi

Operation Sindoor not over, cessation of hostilities only a pause, says PM in his address to the nation; Pakistan’s actions
in the next few days will be evaluated for any further action, he adds; he sidesteps Trump’s claims on US. intervention

[GS paper 1iI: IS |
Nistula Hebbar Tl‘ump claims to distinguish between terro-
NEW DELHI QQ Operation Sindoor is now India's have stopped a rists and their sponsors, be
L ) established policy in the fight . ,, itthe Pakistani state.
peration Sindoor is against terrorism. marking ‘nuclear conflict He said that Bahawalpur
0stil] on, Prime Mi- ) Z(ln‘i\i\'«'\llih i|’| “““u,\" and Muridke (two of the
nister  Narendra e e (,'01. " ‘]' roach TR 0 NEW YORK/WASHINGTON terror camps hit by Indian
Modi said on Monday in his { N S’ sl el pplataL U.S. President Donald Trump forces) were “universities

operation has set a new

LY e\
i standard. a new normal

-~

first address to the nation on Monday claimed that his of terrorism”, with links to

after the operation got un-
der way on May 7. He ad-
ded that India “will not tol-

in counter-terror-
ISIm measures

administration stopped a
“nuclear conflict” between
India and Pakistan. “I think it

every big terror attack
in the last few years, in-
cluding the 9/11 attacks and

g{at(i:( ‘],fmy " nuc]é__*ar NARENDRA MODI, could have been a bad nuclear ~ that on the London tube
ackmail” while acting Prime Minister war’, Mr. Trump said.» PAGES ~ System. -
against terror and its spon- He lauded the role of

sor, Pakistan.

three armed services, the

India has established a  was the guarantee for a  only take place on the is- U.S. President Donald Army, the Air Force and
“new normal” in dealing better world. sues of terrorism, and on  Trump’s statement that his  the Navy as well as the Bor-
with terror incidents - of The Prime Minister said  the issue of Pakistan-occu-  administration had helped  der Security Force (BSF) in

responding to them in a
language that the terrorists
understood, he said.

‘Zero tolerance’
Referencing the surgical

the cessation of hostilities
at the moment between In-
dia and Pakistan should be
seen only as a pause and
that Pakistan’s actions in
the next few days will be

pied Kashmir.

“Talks and terror can-
not go together, terror and
trade cannot go together,
and water and blood [re-
ferring to the suspension of

halt the conflict.

Referring to the pre-
sence of Pakistani Army of-
ficials at the funeral of ter-
rorists killed in Operation
Sindoor, Mr. Modi said it

hitting targets in Pakistan
within the first three days
and also defending the
country when Pakistan re-
taliated. “They are still on
full alert,” added the Prime

strikes of 2016 and the Ba-  evaluated for any further the Indus Waters Treaty] had unmasked the factthat  Minister.
lakot air strikes of 2019 in  action. cannot go together,” he the Pakistani state was a
his address, he said that ze- Mr. Modi clarified that said during the televised sponsor of terror. RELATED REPORTS ON

ro tolerance of terrorism

India Won’t Bend to Pakistan’s Nuclear Blackmail, Says Modi

talks with Pakistan would

address. He sidestepped

In future, India will not

» PAGES 4 &5

3T TTTFEATeT Y YXATUT T & AT @1 SHamT, AT o gl

- Operation Sindoor is still ongoing, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
said in his first address to the nation after the operation began on

May 7.

« TUTTHA g AN ¥ FgT B Aot gy st I ], 7w a9 35 7

#E Y YT G AT & d1e; 227 FT I Tgo Faerad # Rz

* India will not tolerate any nuclear blackmail while acting against terror and its sponsor,
Pakistan.

« TR JTeiwaTg 31N S8 TASF qfHEare & Qe HRATs Hd TH ford off T 1 gy
UHFY T TS FET FH|
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* India has established a “new normal” in responding to terror incidents — one that is
understood by terrorists.

« R & AP TSATHT T ST S F Toh “aTE AT Af” TL2ia i § — S Ardwarear
HHST 7 3T &

Zero Tolerance of Terrorism
ATFarg & 9 T Fgerefterar

* Referring to the 2016 surgical strikes and 2019 Balakot air strikes, Modi said zero
tolerance of terrorism is the guarantee of a better world.

* AT 1 2016 HT WiSTher TETFH AR 2019 HT FTeTHIE TAT FETgeh T ETe It §T el foh
Ircishare & el T Fearelierdr U dga gfadr i IRA B |

» The current cessation of hostilities between India and Pakistan should be seen only as a
pause, not a conclusion.

» IR 3R IrfehEcet & drer AlSTer ArFar it FAICT &l sharel Ueh FARTA & & 7 G@T ST AR,
3 & T 7 7L

+ Pakistan’s actions in the coming days will be evaluated to determine any further response.
« 37T aTet feeAT H wifearer dr afafaftat @ feaiwe o smoem arfes smer i Farg ao & ar
gh|

Talks Conditional on Terrorism and PoK

AT Fael Hraware AR a1F JAFT FAR W

* Modi clarified that talks with Pakistan will only be on terrorism and Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir (PoK).

« HIET F T TR foh TRl & ATad shdol ATdehare iR 9T fFd FAR (PoK) & Heg
RRgaRaciil

* “Talks and terror cannot go together, terror and trade cannot go together, and water and
blood cannot flow together,” he stated.

« 37gieY hgl, “aTadid AR HTdF TTU-TTU 7T T Thd, ATd 3 SATIR AT 78T Tof Teht 3R
Tt 3R T AT e 9 Heel |”

* Modi sidestepped U.S. President Donald Trump’s claim that U.S. intervention helped halt
the conflict.

« AIEY & ITANHT F TseulY SNATes €T & 5 &1 Y AT GTST [haT o ANFT A Aegegar @
Y T
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Pakistan’s Role in Sponsoring Terror

ITaFare H AT FTe 7 TfFear $r ogfas

* Modi referred to the presence of Pakistani Army officials at funerals of terrorists killed in
Operation Sindoor as evidence of state sponsorship of terror.

« T o 3wt AT & AR 1T JTcisharicdt & Setter # Tfdhearet dar F iRy fir Alsgaf
T T AT ATAhaTg ST JHTOT 1|

* In future, India will not distinguish between terrorists and their sponsors, even if the
sponsor is the Pakistani state.

- AT F HRT ITAFAIAT 3 o7 IASTH & T FIS A & FX, T8 TTAIoTsh qifhedr
TST S FIT A 8

Targeting Terror Camps
3TrehY foaTat Y fAnaT am

» Modi said Bahawalpur and Muridke, the terror camps struck by Indian forces, are
“universities of terrorism”.

« HIEY o gl foh TRCIY Sell GaRT [ARITAT SA1T 910 FgTaaqR 3R Alies rdwar F feafaeares
gl

» These camps were linked to major terror attacks, including 9/11 in the U.S. and the London
Tube bombings.

* Sof T&hTAl T Hatr 9/11 HARHT 3R deet g AFPIe I a2 AT govail A @I 8|

Praise for Armed Forces
HAET Tl Y GIEAT

* Modi praised the Army, Air Force, Navy, and the Border Security Force (BSF) for hitting
targets in Pakistan within the first three days and for defending the country during Pakistani
retaliation.

« AIET o gger diet faaAt 7 TIfohedial & T8 Heel 3R aTfehEdTel i STaTeT hIATS o GIXTeT G2l
&1 el o TIT el QT arg AT, AT 3R HAT &I e (BSF) T 05T |

* He added that all these forces are still on full alert.

« 37giel g Y SATST Tob & |t et 378y off ot wadhar A
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All Indian military
bases will remain

ready for

[GS Paper li: 1S
Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

India and Pakistan on Mon-
day agreed to “consider
immediate measures to en-
sure troop reduction” from
the borders and forward
areas, the Army said, ad-
ding that their commit-
ment to not fire a single
shot or initiate any aggres-
sive and inimical action
will continue.

The agreement came
during talks between the
Directors-General of Mili-
tary Operations (DGMOs)
of India and Pakistan on
Monday.

The agreement effec-
tively takes forward the un-
derstanding reached bet-
ween the DGMOs on
Saturday to stop all firing
and military activity. While
the understanding was
breached by Pakistan with-
in a few hours, guns have
now fallen silent and the
skies remained devoid of
drones on Sunday night,
the Army confirmed.

Earlier in the day, Air
Marshal A.K. Bharti, Direc-
tor-General of Air Opera-
tions (DGAO), said that in
spite of some minor dam-
ages, “all our military bas-
es and systems continue to
remain fully operational,
and ready to undertake
any further missions,
should the need so arise.”
The DGAO also highlighted
the role of air defence wea-
pons, including the older
and battle-proven ones, in
minimising damage to
both civilian and military
infrastructure.

“I'would like to highlight
again that in every single
domain that Operation Sin-
door has been prosecuted,
there has been total syner-
gy between the three Ser-
vices,” noted Lietunant
General Rajiv Ghai, Direc-
tor-General of Military
Operations.

The Directors-General

combat

Air Marshal A.K. Bharti

Drone downed
in Punjab: official

JAMMU/CHANDIGARH

A “surveillance drone” was
downed in Jalandhar of
Punjab on Monday night,
Deputy Commissioner
Himanshu Aggarwal said.
Meanwhile, suspected drones
were being engaged at Samba
in J&K, the Army said. pn

(Operations) Army, Navy,
and Air Force, under-
scored how the country’s
air defence grid functioned
seamlessly to shoot down
the waves and waves of in-
coming drones, loitering
munitions, and missiles
launched by Pakistan bet-
ween May 7 and 10

The DG, Naval Opera-
tions, Vice Admiral A. N.
Pramod said their power-
ful Carrier Battle Group
(CBG) with formidable of-
fensive capability was able
to operate “with impunity
and maintained an uncon-
tested presence” in the
area of operations. “Effec-
tively it compelled the Pa-
kistani air elements to re-
main bottled up close to
the Makaran coast, deny-
ing any opportunity to be a
threat in maritime space.”

Air  Marshal  Bharti
delved into how the Indian
armed forces managed to
minimise the damage to
both civilian and military
infrastructure in the coun-
try.
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All Indian Military Bases Will Remain Ready
for Combat

w3t AR Ae7 et o & v R W@

- India and Pakistan on Monday agreed to consider
iImmediate measures to ensure troop reduction
from the borders and forward areas, the Army said.

o AT F TAT fF AATR FY ART 3R FfreaeT o
a3t AR 3fer & F Fa A FA gARTT FA &F
fAT dehTe 3UTET W fAOR F W ggATa Jas|

» Their commitment to not fire a single shot or initiate any
aggressive or inimical action will continue.

« Q1aAT &R T T Sferaaerar o O wan ofY vl 7dt Tremear ar 1S
3TShTH AT AFATYOT HIETE & AgT LT, SRY |

DGMO-Level Agreement
JAT AT ARG (DGMO) F FaAX U HSAT

» The agreement came during talks between the Directors-General
of Military Operations (DGMOSs) of India and Pakistan on Monday.

- Ig FHSIAT WHER 1 ARG 3R TfredreT & AT TaTeeT Agagera!
(DGMOs) & ST STl o GIRTT g3

* The agreement takes forward the understanding reached on
Saturday to stop all firing and military activity.

- T TS AfATR Y §§ WeATA I 31 wera &, Forae wsfy Mehardt
3k d= afafaferat 1 Qe 9T AT o= oY

* Although the understanding was breached by Pakistan within a
few hours, guns have now fallen silent and the skies remained
devoid of drones on Sunday night, the Army confirmed.

« QT o YTSe 1 o Tea T urfenearel of 56 AAsila &7 F& el &
Joorge [ohaT, difchel 319 AT enid § 3R IAaR T T 31eRrr 7 et AT
3" T
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Operational Readiness of Indian Forces

AT QAT Y FEATATcHS dcaldT

* Air Marshal A.K. Bharti, Director-General of Air Operations (DGAO), stated that despite
some minor damages, “all our military bases and systems remain fully operational and
ready for any further missions.”

- aTg JTHATH & HgTioTereh T AN T, HRAl o gl foh F& AR &1fer & qraspe, san wsit
V1 5w 3 gonforat ft avg @ warerer # § 3R R off ey et & fow aar g1

» The DGAO highlighted the role of air defence weapons, including older but battle-proven
systems, in minimising damage to both civilian and military infrastructure.

» DGAO = ST o arg T&T gAY, faQvens Qe dfther Jeer & g gomferat i syfaer &
AR IR e FIAATHT T Eled AT ehalTed FHH g |

Joint Synergy Among Three Services

it =3t & i gATay

* Lieutenant General Rajiv Ghai, Director-General of Military Operations, stated that “in every
domain of Operation Sindoor, there was total synergy between the Army, Navy, and Air
Force.”

« ¥ FlTelol AT Affeaic Staer Tsita 08 o el o JiTavert gy & a< &t & e, e
3R AR & S qof e 2|

Defensive Success During Pakistan's Attacks

QIfhEdTeT & AN & SRIeT T&TTcHAS ThodT

» The Directors-General (Operations) of the Army, Navy, and Air Force underlined how the air
defence grid functioned seamlessly to shoot down drones, loitering munitions, and
missiles launched by Pakistan between May 7 and 10.

» QeT, SR 3R TRAAT o HTeleT HgTiorarehl o IardT o 7 § 10 7E & e Irfoneciial arT fist
T A, gAY BFAAR 3R Fragat 1 AR FRre 7 arg va a7 e sarae w9

Navy’s Dominance in Maritime Domain

HHAT &1 7 AT Y T

* Vice Admiral A.N. Pramod, DG, Naval Operations, said that India’s Carrier Battle Group
(CBG) with its formidable offensive capability maintained an uncontested presence in the
area of operations.
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« AT HaTTe HETTAG 2 ATSH USFAIA T. U, WANG o T foh 7Rl o1 HRAT e 9 (CBG)
379 ArfFTRITel ThTAS &THAT & TTU TaTe=T & & fAater 3ufRfa sarv T@ar & e @7l

« It forced Pakistani air elements to stay close to the Makran coast, denying them any

opportunity to pose a threat in maritime space.

* S IR G TEHI I HHTA T o IR Toh g Y Hole e (&1, TSI F wogelt &y &
G AET & Feh|

Damage Control by Armed Forces

 Air Marshal Bharti explained how the Indian armed forces succeeded in minimising damage
to both civilian and military infrastructure during Pakistan's offensive.

« TR AT AT & 5T o I1fhede & gA o & SRIT HRAT 2T Jell & AR 31X A=
T ol Glel aTell &7feY Y FYATH el H Hd Hholdl ITed |

Markets mark massive gains as border
tensions and U.S.-China trade war ease

Igs Paper llI: Capital Market |
As! T 1.

MUMBAI

Benchmark indices Sensex
and Nifty registered their
biggest single-day gains in
absolute terms on Monday,
skyrocketing nearly 4%, as
border tensions between
India and Pakistan eased
and the U.S. and China
agreed to lower tariffs.

The 30-share BSE Sen-
sex soared by 2,975.43
points, or 3.74%, to settle at
a more than seven-month
high of 82,429.90. During
the day, it rallied 3,041.5
points, or 3.82%, to a high
of 82,495.97.

The 50-issue Nifty of
NSE skyrocketed 916.70
points, or 3.82%, to close at
24,924.70. In intra-day
trade, the barometer
zoomed 936.8 points, or
3.90%, to 24,944.80.

Monday was the best
day for Indian bourses
since April 9, 2020, when

Sharp rebound

Sensex recorded its biggest single-day
gains in absolute terms on Monday,

skyrocketing nearly 4%
84,000

82,000 |
80,000 |

78,000

§2,429.90

76,000
‘ April 21

April 29 May 12

Nifty 50 increased almost
4%. The day was also the
ninth best day in the past
decade. Eight of Nifty’s top
10 highest daily returns
since April 2014 were in
2020 and 2021, which was
the beginning of the bull
run during COVID-19, from
which the market started
correcting in the second
half of 2024. Without in-
cluding these eight instanc-
es, Monday was the se-
cond-best day for Nifty 50.

“Nifty jumped 900+
points, partly due to the In-
dia-Pakistan ceasefire, but
mainly on the news that
the U.S. and China have
eased tariffs and talks pro-
gressed well. A 90-day win-
dow for a trade deal has
lifted sentiment, with in-
vestors hoping the worst of
the trade war is behind us,”
said Amar Ambani, execu-
tive director, YES
Securities.

The markets reacted

positively after the U.S. de-
cided to slash tariffs on
Chinese imports to 30%
and China’s announce-
ment to cut reciprocal ta-
riffs on U.S. imports to
10%. Nifty IT index in-
creased the most, chang-
ing 6.7% and Nifty Pharma
index improved the least,
going up by 0.15%.

All sectors gave positive
returns to investors. Mar-
kets were the least volatile
since April 15, 2025, as the
Nifty VIX index was down
15% to 18.4 points on Mon-
day. The current trend
shows positive sentiments
in the markets. “On the
higher side, 25,200-
25,300/83,000-83,300
would be the key resis-
tance areas, while below
24,590/81,150 traders may
prefer to exit their long po-
sitions,” said Shrikant
Chouhan, Head - Equity
Research at Kotak Securi-
ties.

Markets mark
massive gains
as border
tensions and
U.S.-China trade
war ease

T aerra 3R
AP
SATIR g A
HHAT A TR A
ST QS

-Benchmark
indices Sensex
and Nifty
registered their
biggest single-day

gains in absolute terms on Monday, soaring by nearly 4%.
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o SAATH FAFF AQFH I FAFE T WHAGR FY T80T 4% FY A & |rer

T dF T TG T3 Thiesil T gof I

* This rally came as border tensions between India and Pakistan eased and the U.S. and
China agreed to lower tariffs.

« g IS A9 3 ST AR 3R Tifrearer & e A aama & w7 38 3R sARwr i A
¢RE "= W FgAfd Fds|

Sensex and Nifty Gains
JAFT 3R AT & 3©Ie

» The 30-share BSE Sensex rose by 2,975.43 points (3.74%) to settle at a seven-month high
of 82,429.90.
+ 30 AR eI FTHS FAFH 2,975.43 37 (3.74%) Toa 82,429.90 F AT AL & 3T TR W

Eiagam

* During the day, it hit a high of 82,495.97, rising 3,041.5 points (3.82%).
« feieT & eI, 7€ 3,041.5 3% (3.82%) T 82,495.97 & ITocTH TR TFoh g

» The 50-issue NSE Nifty surged by 916.70 points (3.82%) to close at 24,924.70.
* 50 3} aTeT TATHS FAFE 916.70 3k (3.82%) T ISl & ATY 24,924.70 W & E3T|

* In intra-day trade, Nifty hit a high of 24,944.80, gaining 936.8 points (3.90%).
« 21-3 ¢ & TIRET 936.8 3 (3.90%) FEhT 24,944.80 asmanwwq—g"ml

Historical Comparison

Yfaerfa Jera

* Monday was the best day for Indian stock markets since April 9, 2020, when Nifty 50 had
also surged nearly 4%.

« FIHATR ARAT AT SITRT & TIT 9 3rdter 2020 & §1¢ T FaA rTaT et AT, 579 AT 50 oF o
TSI 4% FT Tod gof T AT

* It was the ninth best day in the last decade.

- I oo gere A star gad 3reaT & 27|

* Eight of Nifty’s top 10 highest daily returns since April 2014 occurred in 2020 and 2021,
during the COVID-19 bull run.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page47



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

www.patrioticias.in

« 3 2014 ¥ 3T I & HET & 10 FafAF fAw aret 7§ @ 3ms 2020 3R 2021 F COVID-19
g T & a1 gU

» Excluding these, Monday was the second-best day for Nifty 50.
* SoTeh! BISHY, WHAR fAFE 50 & fIT TEU FaH 3T et 27|

Market Drivers
dTSTR &Y 9¢1aT &ef aTel HIROT

* “Nifty jumped 900+ points partly due to the India-Pakistan ceasefire, but mainly because of
progress in U.S.-China trade talks,” said Amar Ambani, Executive Director, YES Securities.

» “TAFEY H 900+ et hT TeTeT HR-UIfHhEdTer HESTaRT & SHRoT off T, Afehed T TT &
IANF-HT AR arat & worfa & FRoT” 770 RFANEAST & FRIERY AU AT e F Farl

* A 90-day window for a trade deal lifted investor sentiment, suggesting the worst of the trade
war may be over.

« TR FASA & forw 90 foaAt i wogdiaAT o fderet it siraarm A Astea o, faa oo f&
SATIR e HT HaA T 2R A FATCT 81 AT & |

Tariff Cuts and Sector Performance

R Fwetd 3l &) F1 yede

* The U.S. decided to cut tariffs on Chinese imports to 30%, and China reduced its reciprocal
tariffs on U.S. goods to 10%.

« ARt o <ol 3maTal 9 ARG FY 30% T T F1 heer faar, 3 e F 3ARE aEgaHt W
10% FT gfaenemerds TNE & Heldr f

* Nifty IT index gained the most, rising 6.7%.
« TTFEY IS S3FW H T HTF il TS, ST 6.7% e |

» Nifty Pharma index rose the least, going up by only 0.15%.
- fAT) BT 390 F TIH A I g3, S R 0.15% el

+ All sectors gave positive returns to investors.

o g3 &3T oF fA3 2T & P RIcA® Rt g

Market Volatility and Outlook

qEIR 7 3aR-9gra 3R gieeHor
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* Markets were the least volatile since April 15, 2025, as Nifty VIX index fell 15% to 18.4
points.

« ISR H 15 31 2025 & 916 § T HH IAR-TSE 8T, Fi 1 Al f3mSvay 397 15%
AR 18.4 3% 9T 31T 37|

* Current trends reflect positive sentiments in the market.
« TIATA TSN TR H hRIcHS HTGATHT T ST & |

* “On the higher side, 25,200-25,300 for Nifty and 83,000-83,300 for Sensex are key
resistance levels,” said Shrikant Chouhan, Head of Equity Research, Kotak Securities.

- Fieh RFARET & sioady dgauT wE sfwra digra o Her, ‘S Tl W, e & faw
25,200~25,300 3R #4<H & foIw 83,000-83,300 F7& Ffaer T 1"

* “Below 24,590 for Nifty and 81,150 for Sensex, traders may prefer to exit long positions.”

« 39 fATET 24,590 31X 0T 81,150 ¥ I SITAT &, df 23T 319 dAledT NfSAAT & a8 metalr
e FT TR &1
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Woman killed in tiger
attack in Chandrapur;
fiftth death i 111 3 days

[GS Paper lll: Environment

Press Trust of India
CHANDRAPUR

A 30-year-old woman was
mauled to death by a tiger
in eastern Maharashtra’s
Chandrapur district on
Monday morning, the fifth
woman to die in an attack
by a big cat in three days, a
forest officer said.

Bhuvaneshwari Bhendre
(30), a resident of Bhadurni
village, was attacked by a
tiger around 7 a.m. in the
morning while she was col-
lecting tendu leaves in the
forest along with some oth-
er members of her family,
said the official.

The incident took place
in Mul range under buffer
zone of the Tadoba Andhari
Tiger Reserve.

The body was retrieved
and sent to hospital for au-
topsy, the he said, adding
the family will be paid in-
itial compensation and the
final compensation will be
given after necessary for-
malities are completed.

The district has wit-
nessed five deaths in tiger
attacks in the last three
days. Three women were
killed by a tiger in Sindewa-
hi forest area while they
were collecting tendu
leaves on May 10.

The following day a 65-
year-old woman was killed
by a tiger while collecting
tendu leaves in Chichpalli
range. Tendu leaves are
used for ‘bidi’ manufactur-
ing and a major source of
income in the region.

» T[T aAT & (30), G M Y TyaredT o |

Woman killed in tiger
attack in Chandrapur;
fifth death in 3 days

TR H 919 F gH A
Afger Ar #Ala; 3 = &
qredt Ala

- A 30-year-old woman was
mauled to death by a tiger in
Chandrapur district of
eastern Maharashtra on
Monday morning.

* AIHAR YoIE, bl AERTSE H
dagql forer & v 30 aefi Afgen
6 19 F gH H AT B TS|

* This was the fifth woman to die in a
tiger attack in the last three days,
according to a forest officer.

- Ueh T HTAFIY o 317AR, Woel et
=i 7 9T & gAN H F aTell Ig grAdt
Afger &

* The victim, Bhuvaneshwari Bhendre
(30), was a resident of Bhadurni
village.

» She was attacked by the tiger around 7 a.m. while collecting tendu leaves in the forest with

her family members.

« Ig YoIg AT 7 Tt 3701 TRAR & WeE AT & AT 0ig T Fheal Y 11 AT, 7oiy arer F gHeT Y

e

» The incident took place in the Mul range, which lies under the buffer zone of Tadoba
Andhari Tiger Reserve.

-wmgwﬁﬁgé,ﬁa@mﬁaﬁmﬂa&%mma:mmél
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* The body was recovered and sent for autopsy.

* 919 I SUHE, FT TESHATEH & ToIT AT =T

» The family will be given an initial compensation, and the final compensation will be
provided after completion of necessary formalities.

- IRER & TRIAS F3maen e sreen, 3R 3raeas stwaReare @ gl & a1 sifaer Famaen
f&=m Sroa|

* The district has witnessed five tiger attack deaths in the last three days.

« % Torer 3 Rt dfter et 3 amer & vl a1 e by & b 1

* On May 10, three women were killed by a tiger while collecting tendu leaves in the
Sindewahi forest area.

+ 10 7S ! fHRATEY Te7 &1 # g Tet Sehc ol it THY dier ATt 1 arer & goer & Al g TS
AT

» The following day, a 65-year-old woman was killed by a tiger while collecting tendu leaves in
the Chichpalli range.

* 30Tl oo, FRraraeelt Tor 7 dg T Sohc ol Fd WA Ueh 65 JuIT Afgel 1 arar & goat H Ald &r
TS oA

* Tendu leaves are used for bidi manufacturing and are a major source of income in the
region.

- g el T 3uT AP T & fhaT ST & 3N FE 817 H I FT oS GHE W
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India engaged with China
on germanium export
restrictions, says embassy

The Indian embassy in Beijing listed germanium as the only element mentioned in grievances

from Indian industry players regarding China’s export restrictions of rare earth elements

[GS Paper liI: Industries |

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

the Chinese govern-

ment to navigate ex-
port restrictions on germa-
nium, a critical mineral
that is used for manufac-
turing  semiconductors,
fibre optic cables, and so-
lar panels. The export res-
trictions for the element —
over half of its annual out-
put comes from China —
may have caused some
friction in electronics ma-
nufacturing and other in-
dustries that require the
element.

In response to a Right to
Information application
from The Hindu, the Indian
Embassy in Beijing listed
germanium as the only ele-
ment mentioned in grie-
vances from Indian indus-
try players regarding
China’s export restrictions
of rare earth elements
(REEs). Germanium is not
listed as an REE, a category
that includes 17 heavy me-
tals that China has a practi-
cal monopoly in refining.

l ndia is engaging with

The exports of germanium and gallium to the United States were
largely banned last November. REUTERS

Germanium and galli-
um’s exports to the United
States were largely banned
last November, and a year
before, were placed under
“export licensing” for oth-
er countries.

Fully reliant on imports
India makes no germani-
um, and is completely re-
liant on imports for the ele-
ment. According to a
financial daily’s report in
2024, India is relying on
imports of germanium

through suppliers in the
United Arab Emirates, a
process that has inflated
costs for Indian importers.

The embassy in Beijing
declined to disclose specif-
ic representations and
meetings with Chinese offi-
cials on the issue. “The
matter has been taken up
with  Ministries/Depart-
ments concerned on the
Chinese side through for-
mal communications as
well as during meetings,”
the embassy said in its res-

ponse to The Hindu.
Germanium oxide is
used in the “core of the
preform” for fibre optic ca-
bles, an industry expert
said. “Preforms are solid
cylinders of glass which
are used to draw optical

fibres in  specialised
furnaces.”
While relations with

China have cooled down in
recent months, the coun-
try is reportedly thwarting
certain projects with ex-
port curbs and even travel
restrictions. For instance,
Apple, Inc’s contract ma-
nufacturer for iPhones,
Foxconn, was reportedly
prevented from allowing
personnel to travel from
China to India, and more
recently, moving heavy
machinery needed to
make the phones. “I guess
these are matters which
pertain to Foxconn and
several other Indian priv-
ate entities so they would
be looking into it,” External
Affairs Ministry spokesper-
son Randhir Jaiswal said in
response to a query on
these curbs in January.

India Engaged with China on Germanium Export Restrictions

R o st AaTa gt o i @ g9 fFar
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* India is engaging with the Chinese government to address export restrictions on
germanium, a critical mineral used in semiconductors, fibre optic cables, and solar
panels.

» 9 3reiaTerl, BT3e JHifoeas Faal 3 TR deqal & 3uher g1 arel U Ageaqor @fasr
FHAfas w fafa afaeut & dat Al FR § dud F @

* Over half of the world's annual germanium output comes from China, and the restrictions
may have affected electronics manufacturing and other industries.

- gforan & anfiter Srefferarer Seatest o 3muT RreaT e & 3T &, 3R I afaey goereifeea s
3R 37 3TN F THITGT X Fohdl o |

* In response to a Right to Information application, the Indian Embassy in Beijing stated that
germanium was the only element mentioned in complaints from Indian industry players.

* Ueh {1 F1 ATUFR (RTI) 31T o STare 7, e 7 el gamare & adr o sy
3ANT ST I RISRAAT H Sharol STH AI# &7 §1 Seol@ fehar arar |

» Although germanium is not classified as a Rare Earth Element (REE), it has been impacted
by similar export policies.

 BTclifeh STATIIS T geter gealt ded (REE) & &9 # gefiehe] 61 fohan a1 g, v off 75 @&
fora o=t @ wenfaa gam gl

* Germanium and gallium exports to the United States were largely banned in November
2023, and earlier placed under “export licensing” for other countries.

« stferrar 3R Aforer =1 wgFa Toa IrARET 1 fafa agex 2023 7 93 YA W wfaafa fmar
T AT, 3R U 3¢ 31T &2 & forv AT AR & dgd @ Iar A

India's Dependence on Imports
R Y 3T 9 freiRaT

* India does not produce any germanium and is fully reliant on imports.

« 9T H STATATH T Scutest gl e1T & 3R I8 T e 3T | A&

» According to a 2024 financial report, India is importing germanium through suppliers in the
United Arab Emirates, which has led to higher costs for Indian buyers.

» 2024 # v fadr RUIE & 3TAR, HRA TFFT IR FHARTT (UAE) & amqfeleraiait & sffaasr
3T Y 36T &, T IR ATl Y derd 96 TE 2|

* The Indian Embassy in Beijing did not reveal details of its communications or meetings
with Chinese officials, but said the issue was taken up through formal channels.
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» ST 7 st garare o <l Rt & arr i a7g doHT A1 Hare 1 faawor S e,
AfereT Tarar f& ag A st AreaAt @ 3o T gl

Importance of Germanium in Industry

3T & STHTAIH F1 Agea

* An industry expert said that germanium oxide is used in the core of the preform for fibre
optic cables.

* T 3EANT fANTH o T o HIga 3iifles Faal & NeH F FR 7 TAfAGH 3iaFass 1
3UAIT BT &

* Preforms are solid cylinders of glass used to draw optical fibres in specialised furnaces.
- NITa HT & 31 RN g & Tolee (ALY sTefeal A 3iftedha wigaR Wigsr & v 3qier fovam
STl 81

Impact of Tensions with China
e & HTY 19 ST THT

* Although relations with China have cooled in recent months, the country is reportedly
blocking some projects through export curbs and even travel restrictions.

-mém%ﬁa"rﬁiﬁ?ra;wa’a’%mﬁ?rg@%,aﬁmaeraﬁ?rmﬁmaqﬁa’a’fammaiﬁﬁ:
I wfaeet & TRU F& TRAS3T F AF @e

» For example, Foxconn, which manufactures Apple iPhones, reportedly faced obstacles in
moving personnel and heavy machinery from China to India.

« 3ETEX0T & foIT, Yoqel TSP T [AHTUT Tt Tl BIFHDIA I AT FT T AT ¥ AR dh
FHARET 3T 9 7l & 3marerHsT 7 rz=a Sreer gt

* In January, the External Affairs Ministry responded that these matters are for Foxconn and
private Indian entities to look into.

o ST H 38 AFGT A a1 AT 6 A ATHS BieFd o 3T 37T AR A< Fufadl & @

Fgl

Rare Earth Elements (REEs):

Aspect Explanation

A group of 17 metallic elements in the periodic table (15 lanthanides +

Definition scandium + yttrium).
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Explanation
Neodymium (Nd), Lanthanum (La), Cerium (Ce), Dysprosium (Dy),
Yttrium (), etc.

High-tech applications like magnets, lasers, smartphones, electric
vehicles, wind turbines, defense, etc.

Not actually rare in Earth's crust, but are rarely found in concentrated,
economically viable deposits.

China controls more than 60-80%o of global REE production and
processing.

A subgroup of the broader category of critical minerals.

Critical Minerals:

Aspect

Definition
Examples
Uses

Nature

Geopolitical
Importance

Includes REEs?

Explanation

Minerals that are economically important for a country (especially for
clean energy, defense, electronics, etc.) and have supply risk.

Lithium, Cobalt, Nickel, Graphite, Chromium, Titanium, Tungsten, and
also Rare Earth Elements.

Battery storage (EVs), solar panels, semiconductors, aerospace, defense,
etc.

Not defined by a fixed set of elements — it varies by country and time
based on economic & strategic needs.

Countries are diversifying supply chains to reduce dependency on a few
suppliers (e.g., China).

Yes, REEs are a part of critical minerals in most official lists (e.g., US,
EU, India).

Summary of the Difference:

Feature Rare Earth Elements (REES) Critical Minerals
Definition Specific 17 metallic elements Economically vital & supply-risk minerals
Count Fixed — 17 elements Variable — depends on national priorities
Scope Subset of critical minerals Broader category (includes REES)
Example  Neodymium, Dysprosium Lithium, Cobalt, REEs, etc.

Usage Mostly high-tech & green tech Defense, energy, electronics, EVs, etc.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page5 5

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

©

—

Patrioftic (-
Pathsh:

shala
www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Why is government silent
on cyberbullying of Foreign
Secretary, ask Left parties

|GS Paper lli: IS |
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Left parties ques-
tioned the BJP-led govern-
ment’s silence on the cy-
berbullying of Foreign
Secretary Vikram Misri,
who faced trolling on so-
cial media in the wake of
India and Pakistan reach-
ing an understanding on
May 10 to halt all military
actions.

In a post on X, the Com-
munist Party of India (Mar-
xist) shared an image of a
report on Mr. Misri and his
daughter being trolled on-
line. “Why is the govern-
ment silent? Shame on the
trolls,” the CPI(M) said.

The party’s Rajya Sabha
floor leader, John Brittas,
wrote to Home Minister
Amit Shah seeking urgent
intervention. Mr. Brittas

John Brittas

said the Foreign Secretary
was only articulating the
considered stance of the
Indian government.

Mr. Misri locked his X
profile after the cyberat-
tack.

“The fact that the na-
tion’s seniormost diplomat
is driven to digitally with-
draw into a shell to escape
abuse for mere adherence
to governmental policy is

both unprecedented and
troubling. It sends an omi-
nous signal about rapidly
shrinking space for civil
servants to function with-
out fear or intimidation,”
Mr. Brittas added.

CPI general secretary D.
Raja said it is the politics of
hate that has led to this sit-
uation. “Prime Minister
Narendra Modi should
speak out openly and ad-
dress the problem. Mr. Mis-
ri is not a layman. He is a
top-ranking bureaucrat; if
he is not safe, then who is?
This is a result of jingoism
that the government has
been fanning,” he said.

In a post on X, CPI (Mar-
xist-Leninist) general se-
cretary Dipankar Bhatta-
charya asked: “Why
should the Foreign Secre-
tary be trolled for a deci-
sion taken by the PM?”

Government's
Silence on
Cyberbullying of
Foreign Secretary
Questioned by Left
Parties

RerafRa

TSN gHA W
IHR T godT 9T
arAqY gaf A 31T
Hare

- The Left parties questioned the BJP-led government's silence on the
cyberbullying of Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri, who faced trolling on
social media after India and Pakistan reached an understanding on

May 10 to halt all military actions.

o gAY gat F faeer a9 RFEA AW W} FEaw g7d F AT HeI-Aa
ISR AT Fodt g FaTel 3o1C, e Aerer #f2Ar W e foham aram S1e 1R
3R gifrEarer o 10 #S & Feft AT FETE Vha W HEATT T18)
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* In a post on X, the Communist Party of India (Marxist) shared an image of a report about
Mr. Misri and his daughter being trolled online. “Why is the government silent? Shame on the
trolls,” the CPI(M) said.

« X T T UFe A, AR Fogfaee el (Aadan)) o A AR 3a7h & @1 sifaangeT e e
STt T Teh RUIE |ISAT S| CPI(M) & g, "SR g9 F4T 82 Siel ) arall 9¥ e el anfee”

* The party’s Rajya Sabha floor leader, John Brittas, wrote to Home Minister Amit Shah
seeking urgent intervention.

« 9Tt o TqqHT H AT, St frer =1 g #7N 3fAT g 1 77 fergean caRa gxaaiq v Ay 6|

» Mr. Brittas stated that the Foreigh Secretary was merely articulating the considered stance
of the Indian government.

« &t foerd & o o Ader T Fad ARl #ifa &1 & sffcasa =R @ A

* Following the attack, Mr. Misri locked his X profile to protect himself from further abuse.

« §H & o1, AT TR & 319aT X WhTSe o X e arfes 3mer v ol & s IF|

» Mr. Brittas said, “It is unprecedented and troubling that the nation’s senior-most diplomat
is forced to digitally withdraw to escape abuse for merely following government policy.”

- Y frera o g, “Ig IEqd IR R § 1 g1 &1 ofidas Toafes Sae Tar Afa &1
qTelel e ) Bfoed ¥ @ IS gest &l AT 8l ST gl

* He added that this sends an ominous signal about the shrinking space for civil servants to
work without fear or intimidation.

* 3ogio1 el foh Ig ARl & T faa orr 3R TaT & e i S RAFFA ST916 Y ol Th
WalTF Hahd AoTar g

* CPI general secretary D. Raja said this situation is the result of the politics of hate.

» CP| & HgrufAa 3Y. T & ohgT foh g &t gom Y Tereifer a1 aRomaA g

* He urged Prime Minister Narendra Modi to speak out and address the issue, stating, “Mr.
Misri is a top-ranking bureaucrat. If he is not safe, then who is?”

« Sogiel TUTAHA A%G AW & 3G T o 3 38 76 ) o arel 3R FATUIST Y| 3egiel e,
"TAE U ey Sl €1 3R 9 griard A€ 8, o T ke g

* Mr. Raja added, “This is the result of jingoism that the government has been fanning.”

« #Y TS o hgT, “Tg 37 Tsearg $1 AfarfEFa o1 aRone § 58 MR ssm W 81

* In a post on X, CPI (Marxist-Leninist) general secretary Dipankar Bhattacharya asked:
“Why should the Foreign Secretary be trolled for a decision taken by the PM?”
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« X W T G H, CPI (ATFEAE)-afeerard)) & Agrafee dde seeamd o IoT: “quTi#HN garr
forT are e W Ry T i F4) e B s afge?”

Paddy, pulses acreage
has increased this
Kharif season: Centre

Shivraj Chouhan reviews sowing of crops; Ministry says stock of rice and

wheat is higher than buffer standard and there is no impact of heatwave

GS Paper lll: Agriculture

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he cultivation of
I paddy, pulses,
coarse grains, and

oilseeds has expanded this
kharif season, the Agricul-
ture Ministry said here on
Monday, after a meeting
chaired by Union Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan.

As on May 2, paddy sow-
ing has increased by 3.44
lakh hectares, compared
with last year. The sowing
of pulses increased by 2.20
lakh hectares.

In 202324, paddy
acreage was 28.57 lakh
hectares and in this sea-
son, it is 32.02 lakh hec-
tares. “Sowing of pulses
has increased to 20.67 lakh
hectares in 202425 as
compared to 18.47 lakh
hectares in 2023-24,” the
Ministry said, adding that
cultivation of popular puls-
es varieties such as moong
and wrad has also in-
creased by 1.70 lakh hec-
tares and 0.50 lakh hec-
tares, respectively.

Senior  officials  in-
formed Mr. Chouhan in the
meeting that there has
been an uptick in the sow-
ing of onion and potato in
2024-25 as compared with
2023-24. “There has been

The Agriculture Ministry said paddy sowing has increased by 3.44
lakh hectares compared with last year. SHIVKUMAR PUSHPAKAR

an increase of 2.82 lakh
hectares in onion sowing,
which is an increase from
9.76 lakh hectares in 2023-
24 to0 12.58 lakh hectares in
2024-25. The sowing area
of potato has also in-
creased by 0.47 lakh hec-
tares,” the Ministry said in
a statement. The sowing of
tomato and onion is also
going on smoothly in the
current season, it said.

Better water storage

The meeting also reviewed
the weather conditions
and the availability of wa-
ter in reservoirs. “The total
water storage situation is
better than last year. The
storage available in 161 re-
servoirs is 117% of the stor-
age of the same period last

year and 114% of the aver-
age storage of the last 10
years,” the Ministry said.

On foodgrains, the Mi-
nistry said the actual stock
of rice and wheat is more
than the buffer standard.
The actual stock of rice is
389.05 lakh tonnes against
the buffer standard of 135.8
lakh tonnes. The actual
stock of wheat is 177.08
lakh tonnes against the
buffer standard of 74.6
lakh tonnes, it said. The
harvest of wheat in almost
all major wheat growing
States is over and there
was no impact of heatwave
or high temperature.

The meeting also decid-
ed to launch a campaign to
promote scientific agricul-
ture.

Paddy, Pulses Acreage Has
Increased This Kharif Season:
Centre

e, STl Y qa15 56 @6 HisteT F
a9 g

- The cultivation of paddy, pulses,
coarse grains, and oilseeds has
expanded during the current Kharif
season, according to the Agriculture
Ministry after a review meeting chaired
by Union Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan.

« FI FATAT F HTAR, FAT F7A At
fo glerer & sreatan A g5 wHET S5 &
916 59 aaAT TAE Histel & &1, gTell,
A 3reret 3R forerget & @t 7 gefer ]

gl

* As on May 2, paddy sowing has increased by 3.44
lakh hectares compared to last year.

* 2 /S TIh YT Y gaT$ H 3.44 TG FFEAT HT g
a1 1S §, it ool a oY Jeofelr & 3118 &

* In 2023-24, paddy acreage was 28.57 lakh hectares, and in this season it has risen to 32.02
lakh hectares.

« 2023-24 # YT FT &IThel 28.57 T §FEAT AT, i1 3T TS H FghT 32.02 ATE eI &1 1T

gl

* Pulses sowing has also increased to 20.67 lakh hectares in 2024-25, up from 18.47 lakh
hectares in 2023-24.
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» 2024-25 H ETAT Y FaATE T 20.67 TG FA 81 915 &, STaeh 2023-24 H Ig 18.47 1@
gFET AN

* The cultivation of major pulse varieties like moong and urad has increased by 1.70 lakh
hectares and 0.50 lakh hectares, respectively.

- THE aTell S FIT 3 338 T Wl A A 1.70 WG A 3N 0.50 G §FEA 1 e g8
gl

Increase in Sowing of Vegetables
qiesTal 1 ga15 A gof&r

« Officials informed that there has been a rise in the sowing of onion and potato in 2024-25
compared to 2023-24.

- TR 7 SRR &) & 2024-25 # 2023-24 Y Fof1 & wATer 3R e T TS H Fef g3 B

* Onion sowing has increased by 2.82 lakh hectares, from 9.76 lakh hectares in 2023-24 to
12.58 lakh hectares in 2024-25.

* CITST Y qAT$ A 2.82 AW §FEA BT JefV €5 8, Sl 2023-24 7 9.76 TG §FEA T g 2024-
25 3 12.58 9@ ¥FEIX T TS &

* The sowing area of potato has increased by 0.47 lakh hectares.

* 3Te] T JaTS T &1 0.47 ATE FFAL TSI ¢ |

» The sowing of tomato and onion is progressing smoothly in the current season.

» TAAT Hofel H TATE 3R AT T FaTg Fare T 4 el W 5|

Better Water Storage Situation

qTeil T §SROT dgaT ufa &

* The meeting reviewed weather conditions and reservoir water availability.

- o 7 Alaw A Rufa 371 sTemerat 7 e geetdar S geie i TS|

* The total water storage in 161 reservoirs is 117% of last year’s level and 114% of the average
storage of the last 10 years.

+ 161 STemRIAT & Fef STef $TSROT fAwel a¥ &l Jeofell 7 117% 3R el 10 @t & 3ad $isROT 1
114% &1

Sufficient Foodgrain Stock
3o HSK YATCd ATAT 7 YA
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» The actual stock of rice and wheat is higher than the buffer standard, as per the Ministry.

« HATS é?aolw{,irﬁﬂ&ﬁT?Téwaﬁﬁ?#gﬂmmﬁm%l

* Rice stock is 389.05 lakh tonnes, while the buffer standard is 135.8 lakh tonnes.
« gTael T HSK 389.05 oI & &, STdfh THY HATedeh 135.8 AT e & |

* Wheat stock stands at 177.08 lakh tonnes against the buffer standard of 74.6 lakh tonnes.
+ 31§ 1 $SK 177.08 AT & ¢, SIfoh TH Hleleh 74.6 91 & &

* The harvest of wheat in almost all major wheat-growing States is over, and there was no
impact of heatwave or high temperature.

» ST F W NG SUIGH Tt A A A Fer§ U &) Iohr & 3R o I1 359 ATIAT 1 FIE
981 e} ST

Promotion of Scientific Agriculture

denfars HTY I qgrar

» The meeting also decided to launch a campaign to promote scientific agriculture.

- Yoo # deifes F &1 Ferar & & fov Teh JRATET & e 1 fFuT forr |
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The exercise yielded 1,21,739 pieces of trash, of
which 1,06,857 were plastic, mostly single-use.
GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

Single-use food
packaging 84%
of Himalayan
plastic waste

|GS Paper |ll: Environment |
Rahul Karmakar

Single-use food and beverage packaging
forms more than 84% of the plastic waste
in the eco-sensitive Himalayan region, an
anti-waste collective of NGOs has found.

According to the Zero Waste Himalaya
Alliance, about 70% of the plastics
collected from across the Himalayan belt
from Ladakh to Arunachal Pradesh are
non-recyclable and have no market value.

The gravity of the environmental
reality came to light at the Zero Waste
Himalaya Network Meet held in Himachal
Pradesh’s Bir in April, where the
constituents of the alliance lamented the
failure of the current policies in
addressing the unique challenges of
mountain ecosystems.

The alliance was initiated by Zero
Waste Himalaya, an organisation based in
Sikkim’s Gangtok, and the Integrated
Mountain Initiative based in Dehradun,
Uttarakhand.

The two organisations have been
spearheading The Himalayan Cleanup
(THC), one of the biggest movements
against plastic pollution in the Indian
Himalayan region, since 2018. The Bir
convergence of anti-plastic groups was
held a month before their annual plastic
waste collection from May 26-30.

A statement issued by the alliance on
May 8 said, “Over the past six years, the
data has indicated that the Himalayan
waste crisis is fundamentally a production
and systems issue rather than a
post-consumer waste management flaw.”

A report released by THC said the 2018
waste collection exercise was conducted
at more than 250 sites by volunteers of
200 organisations. In 2024, more than
15,000 members of 350 organisations
collected plastic waste from 450
locations.

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

71% of the plastic waste was
non-recyclable, mainly,
multilavered plastics and
tetrapak. These are not collected
by waste pickers and are found
littering mountains, choking
waterways and filling up landfills

Among the nine Himalayan States
targeted in 2025, Sikkim generated the
most trash items. A total of 53,814 (44% of
the total) pieces of litter were audited
across 86 sites. This was followed by West
Bengal’s Darjeeling with 36,180 items
audited across 37 sites.

The volunteers in Ladakh picked up
and audited 11,958 pieces of trash across
18 sites. Nagaland and Uttarakhand
followed Ladakh to take the fourth and
fifth spots.

The exercise across the nine States
yielded 1,21,739 pieces of trash, of which
1,06,857 were plastic, mostly single-use,
divided into six categories: food
packaging, household products, personal
care products, smoking material, packing
material, and others.

The report said 84.2% of the plastic
waste was found to be food and beverage
packaging. These packages have been
audited to gather data on the top
corporate polluters in the Himalayan belt.

“Within food packaging, 71% of the
plastic waste was non-recyclable.
THC2022 and THC2023 showed 72% and
77.4% of all plastic collected was
non-recyclable, mainly, multilayered
plastics and tetrapak... These problematic
plastics are not collected by any waste
pickers and scrap dealers and are found
littering mountain landscapes, choking
waterways and filling up landfill sites,” it
said.

“Thus, there is a need to look at
solutions beyond the recycling lens,” it
added.

The THC2024 was conducted across
villages, schools, tourist spots, and
protected areas. Water bodies and rivers
were the most littered in the tourist spots.

3HH FI§ TR {ed A8 ¢

Single-use Food
Packaging: 84% of
Himalayan Plastic
Waste

[GECECRERCIEDE
feHATer=dY cenf¥es FaX
T 84%

* Single-use food and
beverage packaging
accounts for more than
84% of the plastic waste
in the eco-sensitive
Himalayan region, as
reported by an anti-waste
collective of NGOs.

« GATeRUT-HdeaAlTer RRaATerd &7 &
CATechaeR Fr ’AF &, T8
ST TeTSiI3iT & Teh UeI-aFE

FAafFed carT &y TS|

* According to the Zero Waste
Himalaya Alliance, about 70% of
the plastics collected from Ladakh
to Arunachal Pradesh are non-
recyclable and have no market
value.

« SIRY AFe AT vaEE F
IHTHR, FEETd | HFUIT Jeer dh
Uhd [hT 31T TATTECeh T STaTeTaT
70% frarsiFerer Aeg T 8 3R
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* The environmental seriousness was highlighted during the Zero Waste Himalaya Network
Meet held in Bir, Himachal Pradesh in April.

« g gaTaeoi arefRar ardter & fRarae weer & IR & 3mafag SRy ave feaATey acas A #
A TS|

* The alliance criticized the failure of current policies to address the unique challenges of
mountain ecosystems.

- TeTaE o gerer MRt = &1 ffdrse getfaat w aeifta s & adwarer Afaat fr fwerar
Fr AT FT|

The Organisations Behind the Movement

39 AT & NS Y AT

 The alliance was initiated by Zero Waste Himalaya (Gangtok, Sikkim) and Integrated
Mountain Initiative (Dehradun, Uttarakhand).

- Ig TAHH SR e FeATera (aeredw, Rfaws) 31 $daes Araea sfafeRea (Qevge, smmws)
AT [ I 75 AT |

» These organisations have led The Himalayan Cleanup (THC) since 2018, one of the biggest
movements against plastic pollution in the Indian Himalayan region.

- I FEYUTT 2018 @ & RATTAT FelleT3rq (THC) T Acfea Y 1T &, it HRAT avershy & &
CATf¥es Jguor & [Welth Wad 93 rieker=ll 7 § T &

» The Bir convergence was held a month before the annual cleanup drive scheduled for May
26-30, 2025.

« IR GFAET aTF FHS TR (26-30 AL, 2025) ¥ Teh ALl Tgol Ao fomar a1

The Core Issue: Production and Systems
HET FAEIT. 3caTe I Jorrel

* The alliance stated on May 8 that the Himalayan waste crisis is fundamentally a production
and systems issue, not just a post-consumer waste problem.

* 8 FE I TellH & gl foh AT F2RT FFhe FHeld: 3eureet AR qommelt Y AT 8, el
3YSHIFAT & TG F FeX I Heal oAei|

Waste Collection and Data from THC
THC ZaRT H=RT THAT AR s

* In 2018, waste was collected from over 250 sites by volunteers from 200 organisations.

+ 2018 #, 200 HIS=AT & FTITHTHT GaRT 250 & 3fAF FU=T F FHT U7 foham arm 21|
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* In 2024, over 15,000 members from 350 organisations collected plastic from 450 locations.

+ 2024 #, 350 HIASsIT & 15,000 T 3&F FEEAT o 450 TITT § TTfEeadh HaT TahT [T

* In 2025, the most trash was generated in Sikkim — 53,814 items (about 44%) across 86 sites.

-2025ﬁmmmﬁﬁamﬁ3?qm§3ﬂ—86 Tl T ol 53,814 ATFTH (ST 44%) |

* Next was Darjeeling (West Bengal) with 36,180 items across 37 sites.

« ST d1G, gifotfardT (IfTd F3Tmer) H 37 T IR 36,180 TSEH Tehd hT 77|

* In Ladakh, volunteers picked up 11,958 items from 18 sites.
- AEETE H, FTaQTH! o 18 ¥ ¥ 11,958 HTFEH 331UV |

* Nagaland and Uttarakhand followed in fourth and fifth positions respectively.

« ATTAE 3R ITEs HA: I 3R grEd T W R

Type and Nature of Plastic Waste
TATees® Fa¥ & ¥R AR a9

» From across the nine States, a total of 1,21,739 pieces of trash were collected. Out of these,
1,06,857 were plastic, mostly single-use.

-+ it T A el 1,21,739 mmﬁ:mﬁmgm 31 ¥ 1,06,857 TSEH Talliees o,
[ECEEIBEN I E s C i

* Plastic waste was categorized into six types: food packaging, household products,
personal care products, smoking material, packing material, and others.

« CoTTEeeh e 1 &g AT A fasniora fonam aram: g 4a6TSier, axe] 3e9Tg, TieTer 53X 371G,
treraTer |, Yahfoier e, 3 I

* 84.2% of the plastic waste was food and beverage packaging.

* 84.2% Tellieesh el |3 AR da¥er ddfaier |

» These packages were audited to identify top corporate polluters in the Himalayan belt.

« Sof Yahail ot 3HiTSe feaTerdt 81 # oftd e yqwet 1 g & o famar arm|
Recyclability Issues

drarsfEerr i gaEat

» Within food packaging, 71% of the plastic was non-recyclable.

* 5 YehTolaT H 71% ColliEce TS fFerer A7 a7gt |

» THC reports from 2022 and 2023 showed 72% and 77.4% of all plastic collected was non-
recyclable, mostly multilayered plastics and tetrapak.
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HAEIA: ACCATS Tarfees AR Teitw anfAer |

» These problematic plastics are not collected by waste pickers or scrap dealers, and are
found littering landscapes, choking waterways, and filling up landfills.

* I FATATSIh Cellieceh Ha’T dieddst aTall AT FATEIATa] GaRT Thd sTal [T SiTd, 3R gafaRor &
e, SrererRiait &Y sraveyr FIQ, U Asfher s1ve arT S

* Hence, solutions must go beyond recycling.

- safT, FATHTST JATSfFeeT & W @ I HTLTHR ¢

Cleanup Locations and Littering Trends

TAGTS F T 3 FI F T2

» THC2024 was conducted across villages, schools, tourist spots, and protected areas.

« THC2024 &1 7Ifa, Felt, et Tel, iR wxfare &t 7 3maford o aram|

* Water bodies and rivers were the most littered tourist sites.

o Tl Y 31 ARAT T 31RF 71 e T 91T I7v|
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[GS Paper IiI: Online threat |

Toxic trolling

Online threats of violence cannot be
allowed in the name of free speech
‘ full-scale war between India and Pakistan

may have been averted, but the troll army
has come out in force to disturb the
peace. After India’s Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri announced on May 10 that an understand-
ing had been reached between the two sides to
halt all military actions, his personal account on
X (formerly Twitter), was flooded with abusive
comments which did not spare his daughter. Mr.
Misri locked the account, and several diplomats
and politicians have condemned the toxic culture
in no uncertain terms, pointing out that several
red lines had been crossed. Mr. Misri was only do-
ing his job and conveying a decision taken by the
political leadership. The Foreign Secretary had
been addressing the media since Operation Sin-
door began on May 7, in response to the deadly
terrorist attack in Pahalgam on April 22, in which
26 people died. The Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting (1&B), which had rightly slammed
Pakistan for unleashing “a full-blown disinforma-
tion offensive” on social media about the ground
reality regarding Operation Sindoor, remained
quiet about the vicious trolling of Mr. Misri and
the doxing of his daughter. Unfortunately, with
the phenomenal rise of social media in India but
little Internet literacy, there is a pattern of plat-
forms being regularly used for hate speech, abu-
sive comments, and deliberate distortion of facts.
The public sphere may have become more
participatory, but that does not necessarily en-
sure civil behaviour. Surveys have shown that wo-
men, minorities and marginalised communities
are particularly targeted by trolls. The extreme
reactions often include rape and death threats.
With surveillance now the byword for all tech
companies, surely it should not take long to lo-
cate and end the online run of trolls. A stringent
anti-troll law must be put in place to stop the
acute mental and physical harassment trolls can
cause. The draft Digital Personal Data Protection
(DPDP) Rules, 2025, set to be rolled out this year,
prescribe penalties for misuse of personal infor-
mation. Now, there are only a limited number of
provisions under the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
and the Information Technology Act to address
cyberbullying. The courts have been more proac-
tive by directing quick removal of offending con-
tent and also mandating the disclosure of basic
subscriber information linked to such accounts.
In the Shaviya Sharma case (2024), the Delhi High
Court had noted that “there can be no doubt that
acts of doxing if permitted to go on unchecked
could result in violation of right to privacy”. In a
democracy, all voices should be heard but disin-
formation and misinformation must be stopped
with the help of guidelines and the law.

FdeT AT

* He had been briefing the media since Operation Sindoor started on May 7, in response to the

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Toxic Trolling: On India-Pakistan Conflict,
Troll Army

sTgdrelt afieT: sTRa-afheare we iy arer
At I

- A full-scale war between India and Pakistan may
have been avoided, but troll armies have emerged
online to disturb the peace.

« 3R MY wifrarer & dter qot Jaur <o a1 @Y W
&, aAfoheT Yt 3t A enfa 81T Fat & fow TS
g aret feam B

* After Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri announced on May 10 that
both nations had agreed to halt all military actions, his personal
account on X (formerly Twitter) was flooded with abusive
comments.

- Rager afa Rwa A garT 10 A 1 78 givor e 3= & &g &
arer &2t o |l He7 aTsAl &l Yehed I TATA S1ATS &, 39 X ([
# =ReR) IrEc W ITAESAS Roaforat I a1 317 75|

» These abuses did not even spare his daughter, prompting Mr. Misti

to lock his account.

o I MFAAT 3ThT AT T 37 AT TIET, ToTd A F 39T I3 Aied
HT e

» Several diplomats and politicians strongly condemned this toxic
culture, stating that many red lines had been crossed.

« S TSI A TR o 3 el FEF o T st foler 1 3R

gl o &S efTel YWTT IR Y ST el & |

* Mr. Misri was merely doing his job by conveying a political
decision.

- fAHY Shaor T UerfaE fAvTT & aaafae F W A, S 3T

April 22 terrorist attack in Pahalgam that killed 26 people.

Address
Email Id

3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page65



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

www.patrioticias.in

- g 7 AE W ATSAT T JAreerat RAg & TR STerenrdy & 7@ A, S o 22 ke Y wgeranst 3 go
i) FAS (FSTE 26 ST AR IT0) & STaTe 3 & G377 24T

* The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting (I&B) condemned Pakistan’s disinformation
offensive, but remained silent on the vicious trolling and doxing of Mr. Misri and his
daughter.

» FIT 3 THROT AATT (1&B) F NfFEAT ¥ gooan sifdame $ fiar &1, afdrer @l sttt saehr
¥ & @ g€ Qfdar 3R SiFwT X g9 3|

* The rise of social media in India without adequate internet literacy has led to a pattern of
hate speech, abuse, and distortion of facts online.

« AT 7 |erer AFLAT & I T TooT 31X ST FIERAT 7 HHT & HROT, @ TN, Ame-ITail,
3R a2t & Rgpa gEgfasor HT vgf o= 1S B |

Trolling and Public Sphere
afer ik ardefes &

» While the public sphere has become more participatory, it has not led to more civil
behaviour.

- I H 3 sefieriiqot o g3 ¥, Afthet ST W SqTER el 5T &

* Surveys show that women, minorities, and marginalised communities are especially
targeted by trolls.

- FARTUT # 91T 917 § fob AR, IeqwEaq®, 3R afd FHe [999 &9 @ ed & (e .«
EALI

» The attacks often include rape threats and death threats, causing severe trauma.

« EHA 7 IFE TATHR Y TATFAT 31N gear Y aAfFAr aifAe ey &, foraw 7R Al
JTETd EielT &

» With the current era of surveillance by tech companies, identifying online trolls should not
be difficult.

« 31T & FAT H SIF & HITAGT GaRT IR T ST @ &, dF AT SIed i GgdTed dell
ARl AL gleTl ATRT

* There is a need for a strict anti-troll law to curb the mental and physical harassment
caused by such activities.

- ¥ arfafafRat & gl arel wAfAe 3iv amiife 3edisar A Aaat & fov v FoR w-gie Fiefa
T 3TIRIFRAT &
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Legal and Institutional Responses

FTefeit 3 TEYTTE wfafFad

» The Digital Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Rules, 2025 aim to penalise misuse of
personal information.

- 33 Wieter 3e71 Wik (DPDP) e, 2025 7 3¢52d SAfFaed IHRY & goaAT | &5
ST Bl

* Currently, only a few provisions under the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita and the Information
Technology Act deal with cyberbullying.

* IAAT H, Shdel $o & I HRAT =17 Wiar 3R e deafah srffaws & aga
.,F‘ T & o £

» Courts have become more proactive, ordering swift removal of offending content and

mandating disclosure of subscriber details.

 TRATAY 39 37T FfRT g a0 § 3T smafaees et 3 caRa ge= aur efaa @rar
SRR TTST Y ol 3T & T B

* In the Shaviya Sharma case (2024), the Delhi High Court stated that unchecked doxing
can violate the right to privacy.

- rfaa et AT (2024) F, Red) 3T ~ATATAT 7 T o6 ST 1 T Ahr 7 ST, A T8
MIAIAT F HAFR FT Soadd HT Thdl gl

* In a democracy, all voices must be heard, but disinformation and misinformation should be
curbed through proper laws and guidelines.

« Ueh @Y 7 HefY 3TaTSll 3l Holl ST A1, AfeheT e SIerarY 3R 78T aemait 1 3fRa
FiefaT 31X fyanfagan & Arews & e S anfgu)
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India’s rising e-waste, the need to recast its management

l ndia’s journey toward Viksit Bharat is being

powered by a rapid digital transformation,

with an increasing reliance on electronic
devices. From smartphones and laptops to
advanced industrial and medical equipment,
technology has become the backbone of
economic growth, connectivity and innovation.
However, this growing dependence on electronic
devices has a by-product — electronic waste
(e-waste) — which must be managed effectively to
ensure sustainable progress. Ranking among the
world’s top e-waste generators (China, the United
States, Japan, and Germany) India confronts a
formidable challenge of managing e-waste. India’s
e-waste volumes soared by 151.03% in six years,
from 7,08,445 metric tonnes in 2017-18 to
17,78,400 metric tonnes in 2023-24, with an
annual increase of 1,69,283 metric tonnes.

Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR)

mandates producers, importers and brand
owners to manage waste from their products’
end-of-life. It holds them accountable for
environmental impacts throughout the product
lifecycle, promotes sustainable design, integrates
environmental costs into pricing, and supports
efficient waste management, reducing the burden
on municipalities.

Impact of improper e-waste management
The consequences of improper e-waste
management extend beyond environmental
degradation. India loses more than $10 billion
annually due to water pollution from the disposal
of cyanide and sulphuric acid solutions, air
pollution caused by lead fumes, open coal
burning, and plastic incineration, and soil
pollution. Beyond the environmental impact,
improper e-waste recycling causes a social loss of
over $20 billion annually, as most of the
hazardous processing is conducted by informal,
illegal recyclers (women and children comprise
the majority workforce). Tragically, their average
lifespan is less than 27 years due to prolonged
exposure to toxic substances. Additionally, India
forfeits over 80,000 crore annually in lost
critical metal value due to rudimentary

Dhanendra
Kumar

was India’s Executive
Director at the World
Bank, Secretary to the
Government of India
and the first
Chairman of the
Competition
Commission of India
(CCl). He is currently
Chairman,
Competition Advisory
Services India LLP
(COMPAD)

A focus on floor
price will help
transform
e-waste
recycling and its
management

in India

extraction methods in informal recycling. In
addition, at least $20 billion in annual tax
revenue is lost as informal recycling is largely
cash-based and unaccounted for.

Importance of stable pricing

The E-waste (Management) Rules, 2022
introduced a floor price for EPR certificates, a
game-changer for India’s e-waste management.
This provision ensures fair returns for registered
recyclers, curbing informal, hazardous recycling
(practices that dominate 95% of the sector).
Without a strong floor price, India may miss the
chance to lead in sustainable waste management.
Stable pricing incentivises formal recyclers to
adopt safe, advanced technologies, unlocking
e-waste’s valuable materials such as gold and
copper. It prevents chaos seen in sectors such as
plastic waste and drives investment in
infrastructure, turning e-waste into a resource
and supporting a circular economy.

This economic pivot carries profound
environmental benefits. Fair compensation
motivates recyclers to prioritise material recovery
over disposal, shrinking landfill burdens and
halting the seepage of toxins such as lead and
mercury into soil and waterways. It recasts
e-waste as an asset rather than as a liability,
redefining India’s waste narrative toward
sustainability. Globally, EPR fees paid by original
equipment manufacturers are significantly higher
than the floor EPR prices fixed by the
Government of India, in alignment with global
best practices. The minor impact of floor EPR
prices on product costs is outweighed by the
significant environmental and social benefits of
formal recycling and sustainable practices.

An effective floor price levels the playing field
by offsetting the informal sector’s cost advantage.
It makes formal recycling viable, reduces waste
leakage, and ensures more responsible
processing. This not only corrects market
imbalances but also drives compliance, helping
producers meet EPR targets through certified
recyclers. When recyclers are adequately paid,
they can expand operations, deliver verifiable

outcomes, and reduce producers’ incentives to
bypass obligations. In a country where only 10%
of e-waste reaches formal recycling, this stability
is a game-changer. Without it, certificate prices
could collapse, starving recyclers of funds and
exposing producers to unpredictable costs,
destabilising EPR markets. A predictable pricing
framework fosters trust, ensuring the system
doesn’t erode into a free-for-all.

Critics argue that a floor price hikes producer
costs, potentially raising consumer prices. This
concern, while valid, misses the broader calculus.
The cost of inaction — environmental ruin, health
crises and lost resources — dwarfs the modest
burden of fair pricing. Producers can offset
expenses by innovating durable, recyclable
designs, which is a core EPR goal. The plastic
industry’s misstep with low prices, which
spawned sham recyclers and eroded trust,
underscores the peril of under-pricing. Far from
stifling progress, a floor price could surge
innovation, rewarding efficiency and
technological breakthroughs. India’s e-waste
crisis demands audacious solutions, aligning with
economic and ecological imperatives.

Need for a recycling vision

The stakes of EPR floor pricing transcend
financial concerns. Inadequate pricing imperils
more than profits. It endangers rivers with
pollution, soils and agriculture produce with
harmful ingredients, damages communities with
toxic exposure, and squanders valuable potential.
By valuing recycling efforts, India can formalise
its e-waste sector, spur advanced infrastructure,
and champion resource efficiency, ensuring
responsible practices.

As India vies for sustainability leadership, this
floor price is the bedrock of its recycling vision —
a bold move to transform e-waste into
opportunity, setting a global standard. The
numbers demand action: a 73% e-waste surge in
five years is a clarion call. With an adequate floor
price, economic vitality and environmental care
can coexist, securing the future with
sustainability.

India’s Rising E-Waste, the Need to Recast Its Management
R H ToaT §-FT 3 FHS YT F GA: A T TTLIHT

+ Digital Transformation and E-Waste Growth

- BfSee aRads R §-FaX frggfer

* India’s journey toward Viksit Bharat is powered by a rapid digital transformation with
increasing use of electronic devices.

- Refe sRa &1 e 7 #Ra i Imr a7 Bfoed wRads AR gaaei@es 3gai & ggd 39T

J Tafad aT W 8

* Devices like smartphones, laptops, and industrial and medical equipment have become
essential to economic growth, connectivity, and innovation.

Address

Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Page68

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

www.patrioticias.in

FAAER & T 392TS o7 30 &

* This growing reliance has led to a surge in electronic waste (e-waste), which must be
managed for sustainable development.

- 50 Tec ST & 0T geraciog Fav (§-FaR) 7 95ftr 56 ¥, Okt waa Rem & e wér éor
T g Td T 3aeTH g

* India is among the world’s top e-waste generators along with China, the United States,
Japan, and Germany.

« R gforar o efd §-FFerr ScTeant 7 A 8, forast e, 3raAReT, STarer 3R Srotal Sidy cer ot
enfAe &
» E-waste volume in India increased by 151.03% in six years — from 7,08,445 metric tonnes

(2017-18) to 17,78,400 metric tonnes (2023-24), with an annual rise of 1,69,283 metric
tonnes.

« HRA H §-FaY Y AET S auT 7 151.03% 6T — 7,08,445 Hifeswh &= (2017-18) & 17,78,400
e &1 (2023-24) T, ST &2 1el 1,69,283 Hifeeh et T Jef2 g3

- Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR)
« faraiRa 3cures AFAeY (EPR)

* EPR mandates producers, importers, and brand owners to manage waste generated at
the end-of-life of their products.

« EPR & dgd 34!, 3aTde! 3R 918 ATfara T 319 3carel & iR avor & 3cuest ol &l
YT YT AT gl

« It holds them accountable for environmental impacts during the product's lifecycle.

« TG 3o 3cUIG & P SNdeTdsh 7 g0y yHat & e Savert o 3|

* EPR promotes sustainable product design, integrates environmental costs into pricing,
and supports efficient waste management.

« EPR Wl 3¢9TE {3318+ 1 961aT &l ¢, Hed [+TUIR0T 3 YATaRui dnTdl o1 emfae aidl & 3R
THTAY FERT TG T g7 ST &

* This reduces the burden on municipalities.

« SO ATRYITARIAHT TR ST HA g ¢

« Impact of Improper E-Waste Management
* AT §-FA GaIET FT THT

* Improper e-waste management causes more than $10 billion in annual environmental
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damage due to:

* 311t $-FeT TaieT & ShROT &Y ATl $10 3Ra § 3T T wafavofia aifa gich &, S

Water pollution from cyanide and sulphuric acid solutions
o WFAES AR FerIRF TS & et & STef Feuor

e Air pollution from lead fumes and plastic incineration

. Ry 4 3R cefee e A ARy ST

e Soil degradation from toxic chemicals

. Tty T @ 3 B gy

» Beyond environmental loss, the social cost of poor recycling exceeds $20 billion annually.

- 9RO &7fd & ARG, e GodshoT § glet aTell Frfare g1fer 83 aTer $20 3 A 3
A &l

* Most e-waste is processed by the informal sector, involving women and children, leading to
severe health risks.

* TR §-FerT HeAtTaRF &1 SaRT Terdifehet fonar S1relm &, forest Afgamd 3 a2 anfdrer g
g, oaw 73R Tareew f@H 370 g 1

* Their average lifespan is less than 27 years due to continuous exposure to toxic
substances.

* Sof AT T 3T 37 27 aNt @ FA Il & Fifeh I oMaR fadar veryt & dueh # ®d &

* India loses over ¥80,000 crore annually due to loss of critical metals from primitive
extraction in informal recycling.

* {1 Y ATeT 80,000 FUT I 3718k T Jeh T BIcTT § FiiTeh Hecaqor UTU 3 lTaTeh
QTdehoT # Fed adist & feprell Sl 81

+ Additionally, at least $20 billion in tax revenue is lost every year since informal recycling is
mostly cash-based and unaccounted.
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« HTY 8T, Y ATel e F A $20 IR T FI A€ §IHA Blci! & T 1eh IATaTR JoTeishuT HE:
Tehg TR 3R Irdsiighe g &

Importance of Stable Pricing

e H{ew freRor 71 A5

* The E-waste (Management) Rules, 2022 introduced a floor price for EPR certificates,
which is a game-changer for India’s e-waste management system.

- §-3%e (Yae) fAg#, 2022 = SRAR GATOTYST & FHC FATH Hed T @31 Y, S R H &
AT U & fIv e IRadaHiY FeH g

* This provision ensures fair returns for registered recyclers, helping curb informal and
hazardous recycling, which currently dominates 95% of the sector.

« g T Sl qerdshant o1 3T amsT iATRad s 8 31N rwafsa AR wawars gewor
I AIRT T & Ace AT §, S ITHT & 39 &7 & 95% BEy a gl g1

» Without a strong floor price, India could lose the opportunity to lead in sustainable waste
management.

» Ueh HIIG vgAdH Hed & (91T, R Tl RIS Gaeret H 3370 Sofel 7 T G {ehell |

» Stable pricing encourages formal recyclers to adopt safe and advanced technologies,
unlocking valuable materials like gold and copper from e-waste.

- TR 7o TeRoT JHio=Tes Yereishent sl AT 3R 3ot aehellehl &l 39T & foT Hiearied
T &, TSad $-aFc @ W 3R dTaT S HeddTeT dedl i TTicd J7d gl ¢

« It helps avoid the chaos seen in sectors like plastic waste, drives investment in infrastructure,
and supports a circular economy.

- Jg CATiEe® FUfASE S 8331 H W IV eI ¥ IATAT &, TEAT & fAaer &hr derar g 3R
aRaefir 3reiegaedr & WcaTed Har 2|

* The policy shift brings significant environmental benefits, as recyclers are fairly paid and
thus focus on material recovery rather than disposal.

« Jg AT Seolld Ageaqor TATaXOfR AT oIl & Fifeh YeTeishenl I 3R spareret Ao @ 9
fATeTs &I STTg FHa gaAwifed o eare higd #d &

* This reduces landfill burden and prevents toxins like lead and mercury from contaminating
soil and water.

- T A &7 95T A giaT § 3R Hrar Tur arr S R gerdt & Ped sk Ja & Fewr O
T ST AehcT g |
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* It transforms e-waste from a liability to an asset, redefining India’s waste management
narrative.

- g $-3EC Y Teh aleT A U FIRY # geof T § 3R o ¥ 3rqRise geereT iy @ &l 731 &9
ST gl

* Globally, EPR fees paid by original equipment manufacturers (OEMs) are much higher
than the floor prices fixed in India, aligning with global best practices.

- ARG TR W, F 39T fAaATarsit (OEMs) SarT & STt arell $HHR Yo R & o weTasl
Hedl @ F1hY 310 B, S ARaew wafaer womait & 37w g

* The minor impact of floor prices on product costs is outweighed by the large-scale
environmental and social benefits.

* 3cUTE ST I FGATH THIT T Joiell H TATaoiT A aenfars amsr gl 31t Hgcaqur &

* A strong floor price offsets the cost advantage of the informal sector, making formal
recycling economically viable.

* Ueh ST wgeTciH Hod FHIATST &7 & AT AT Sl HJ oIl il o IR HITrien ereishor st
3feF T § sqaer T B |

« It helps in reducing waste leakage and ensures more responsible processing.

- I 3afrse Ruma &1 5 e ¢ 3R 31ftw Famee afFar gAiRad s gl

* A fair price improves compliance, encouraging producers to meet EPR targets through
certified recyclers.

« 3T oI HUTETeT T TGN Tl ¢ IR ScuTeen! I FAOIT qadswa! & ATETH J §HAR d87
TTeel #3e o TerT IR el §

* When recyclers are paid adequately, they can expand operations, offer verifiable results,
and discourage producers from bypassing responsibilities.

» SIS YeTishehl T TATCH AT THIAT 8, oY 3 HaTelel T TR, FedTaer 97 aROma el X
Fhd § 3 3edTeeh! AT @ F9e @ U Tahd £

* In a country where only 10% of e-waste reaches formal recycling, such stability is crucial.
 Ueh QT 22 STET shael 10% $-9EC &1 JiIorarikeh Gei<ishuT ek TgaIell €, el Qi e sredd
Hecaqor 3

» Without it, certificate prices may crash, depriving recyclers of funds and making costs
unpredictable for producers.

- 5H =T, FHATOTqET Y rered A ehehl 8, Torad GeTeishehl l &1t Y el g1 Hebell & 3N
3caTgahl & oIt oreTd Arfaf¥ae g dhdh B
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* A predictable pricing framework builds trust and prevents the system from becoming
chaotic.

» Ueh YaTTHATA A9 Heq a1 {3Rarey ! Ferar g 3R Jotell 1 Jreqafeyd gl & Aehcll &

» Critics argue that floor prices could raise producer costs and lead to higher consumer
prices.

- 3Telrereh ofeh &l @ Toh o giciel Fod U 3cIGH Y AR &6 Hevell & A 60 SuslFarait Hr
$rAd ol 5 The &

* While valid, this concern ignores the greater costs of inaction — including environmental
damage, health crises, and resource loss.

- I &icr 37T 811 & aTaspe fafeswaar F1 a3Y amral — S o qaTavofir JaHam, T d@@e,
3R FaTEET i FEE — F ATIET Pl B

» Producers can offset costs by innovating durable and recyclable products, which is a key
goal of EPR.

« 3cUTee feaTE 3R qererdieiiaor A9 3ea1et # AR ek oETd 1 Hefoid T Hevdl g, Sl
$HIHR FT ET 35T 8|

* The failure in plastic waste sector due to low prices, emergence of sham recyclers, and
loss of public trust highlights the risk of under-pricing.

- CATTeEH HIRAST & H A HHA & HROT dAhel JeTashean! 1 367 R a1 fearw i grfer o7 w1
Aea frefRor & @a¥ 1 39R fhar gl

* A proper floor price can actually fuel innovation, reward efficiency, and promote
technological advancement.

* Ueh 3UGFc v gelcTH FHod AR, THIGRAT T Sgrar & Herdl & 3 dehetteh Farfar shr 9 T
HhelT ¢

* India’s e-waste crisis needs bold solutions that align with both economic growth and
ecological responsibility.

« AR T $-ITC THATAT & ToIT T WIGHT AT AT it 3 ey 3R qatawoiia
FREIACE Sl oh 31T & |

Need for a Recycling Vision

QeI<IShUT G fSEahIor $T JTaeaad

» The impact of floor pricing goes beyond economics — it's about preventing pollution in
rivers, protecting soil and crops, and saving communities from toxic exposure.
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- FgAGH Hed AU T Fe71a et 3NTF 6T § — I Afeat # ygyor A, e 3 wael
Y &, 3R et 1 fade wang @ w=e v

]

* By valuing recycling efforts, India can formalise the e-waste sector, build advanced
infrastructure, and lead in resource efficiency.

* GoTEIhT SATHT 1 Aed S AR §-3€€ 817 &7 IaanReraor, 3ere rqatae &l AT 3K
HHTUT G&TaT 3 Adcd X HeheTl ¢

» The floor price is the foundation of India’s recycling vision, turning e-waste into
opportunity and setting a global benchmark.

« FATH Hed AN & TAaHT g T Y fia §, S -3¢ 1 a8 7 e ¢ 3R dRaw
ATeTdh TATAT AT & |

* A73% surge in e-waste in five years is a wake-up call for urgent action.

- 97 et & §-3% 7 73% Y Fef Ueh AaTaelt § S cleehlel ShIATS hl HIIT Al &

» With a proper floor price, economic vitality and environmental sustainability can go hand-
in-hand, securing India’s future.

« U 3T wgAdH Hed & A1, 3w warfay 3R watavoii Reuwar v @re 3mY 9 gad €
foraer sTRa a1 s7fassr gRfara wgam
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When water standards don't hold water

|GS Paper IlI:

ow much water should
a person receive each
day? In India, this
question is not
answered by science or necessity,
but by an arbitrary metric — the
per capita water supply standard,
prescribed in litres per capita per
day (Ipcd). While the human right
to water guarantees access to safe
and clean water, and obligates
governments to provide basic
services, in practice this right is
shaped by the per capita standard.
This benchmark not only dictates
how much water citizens are
entitled to demand for their daily
needs, but also drives planning
and investments in urban water
infrastructure, from dams to
household taps. Yet, despite its
widespread use by municipal
authorities across India, it lacks
empirical grounding, objective
rationale, and validity, making it a
policy instrument built more on
convenience than evidence.

Defining per capita standard
The per capita standard,
combined with population figures,
is used to compute the domestic
water demand of a city. It serves
as a reference point to assess the
adequacy, ‘water shortages’, and
‘over consumption’. The per
capita standard is also used to
assess future investments required
for developing and maintaining
water supply services. In addition,
water demand computed using
this standard determines how
much water is to be diverted from
rural to urban areas — and the
scale of its negative consequences.
Mumbai, for instance, justifies the
development of upcoming dams
using the per capita standard of
240 Ipcd for domestic use alone,
excluding losses.

The per capita standards are
prescribed by multiple agencies,
including the Bureau of Indian
Standards and the Central Public
Health and Environmental
Engineering Organization
(CPHEEQ), a technical wing of the
Union Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs (MoHUA).
Additionally, cities such as

Sachin Tiwale,

Fellow,

Water and Society
Programme,

Centre for
Environment and
Development,
Ashoka Trust for
Research in Ecology
and the Environment

Despite its
widespread use
by municipal
authorities
across India, the
per capita water
supply standard
lacks empirical
grounding,
objective
rationale, and
validity

Mumbai and Delhi follow their
own standards. Evidence suggests
that these standards are not based
on extensive consumer surveys or
empirical data on water
consumption. Studies show that
the per capita water demand
varies based on socio-economic
status, climate, geography, and
culture. Yet, a single value is often
prescribed for the entire country
despite its vast geographical
expanse and climatic variations.

For example, CPHEEO
prescribes 150 Ipcd for megacities
and 135 Ipcd for all other cities
with existing or planned sewerage
systems without providing any
rationale to substantiate these
numbers. Similarly, the standard
of 55 Ipcd prescribed under the Jal
Jeevan Mission for all rural
drinking water supply schemes
lacks any empirical rationale. The
same standard was set under the
National Rural Drinking Water
Programme (2013) for designing
rural piped water supply.
However, it only aimed to provide
individual tap connections to at
least 30% of households — far from
universal coverage. Later, the
Swachh Bharat Mission pushed for
universal access to individual
household toilets, significantly
increasing per capita water
consumption. Yet, while
promising a functional tap
connection for every household
under JJM, the earlier standard of
55 Ipcd was retained.

While designing urban water
supply schemes, cities often follow
the per capita standards
prescribed by the project
financing agency. The per capita
standard influences the overall
cost of the scheme. Since water
supply schemes are
capital-intensive, the majority of
cities depend on central
government assistance (through
AMRUT and the Smart Cities
Mission) for their construction. As
CPHEEOQ provides a technical
sanction to these schemes only if
the design adheres to prescribed
standards, engineers and
consultants follow CPHEEQ
standards unquestioningly to

When Water Standards Don’t Hold Water
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ensure a smooth approval process,
regardless of the actual water
requirements. CPHEEO standards
have therefore become the de
facto norm in urban water supply.

Cities conveniently apply
multiple per capita standards
simultaneously, regardless of
actual water requirements. For
instance, in 2012, while preparing
the detailed project report for the
Gargai Dam, Mumbai adopted a
standard of 150 Ipcd - deviating
from the 240 lpcd used for other
projects — just to meet CPHEEO
requirements and secure Central
government funding.

No monitoring

The prescribed standards are not
monitored during service delivery
to ensure water supply according
to the design standards at the
doorstep of all citizens. To ensure
water delivery as per the standard,
the consumer connections need to
be metered, and the installation of
bulk water meters in the
distribution network is a
prerequisite to measure water
flows. However, very few cities
have connections with functional
meters. In many cities, supply
zones are not isolated, and bulk
water meters are not installed.
Therefore, it is not feasible to trace
how much water is flowing where
in the city.

Although the service level
benchmarks used by MoHUA to
assess the performance of
municipal water supply include
per capita supply as a parameter,
it is measured at the city level and,
therefore, fails to indicate whether
water is delivered to citizens
according to the standard. As a
result, the per capita standard of
water supply, a useful metric for
planners (to allocate financial
resources) and engineers (to
design infrastructure), remains a
fictitious number for citizens
when it comes to actual service
delivery. Systematic efforts are
needed to establish
evidence-based per capita
standards and ensure equitable
water delivery so that every citizen
receives their rightful share.

Road, Gorakhpur
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« Arbitrary Water Supply Standard in India
* {RA A I 3TYfet ATl AAATAT 8

* In India, the per capita water supply standard (in litres per capita per day - Ipcd) is not
based on science or need but is an arbitrary metric.

- R # wfa safda srer 3mqfet AT (9fa safda gfafee #fex - Ipcd) R ar smaeasar .
3R 81 &, sfos T AFHET ATIES &

» The human right to water ensures access to safe and clean water, and mandates the
government to provide services, but this right is shaped by the per capita standard.

» STel T AAEHR YA IR T8 S T Tgd AR HAT & AR BRI {T TeleT FTed
& fIT a1 T &, offeheT I8 31f8eR ufer safda AT ganT 3R o &

* This standard dictates how much water citizens are entitled to and guides urban planning
and infrastructure investment.

* IE ATeTeh T AT § T AR b fehelalt STer Foreram =nfew 31 75 ergdr dteran 3k gfaardy z=
H Ay o ARG aar gl

» However, the standard lacks empirical evidence, objective rationale, and scientific
validity.

« gTelifoh, 3 ATAS 3 RARPS A18Y, ThTINT ITUR 1R J7nfas derar Fr 3T g1

« Role of the Per Capita Standard in Urban Planning
« AT ANttt A iy safFa AveTa Fr sfAFT

» The standard, combined with population data, is used to estimate a city's domestic water
demand.

* TG HATeTeh, TAHEAT IHTH3T & AT THoTh, T ATT hT B el HIIT T HTeholel el o TolT
39T i &

* It influences decisions on water shortages, overconsumption, and infrastructure
investments.

« Ig el T FAY, AT Tua AR giaard e 7 fraer @ waftra ot 1 genfad swar g |

« It also impacts water diversion from rural to urban areas, causing negative effects.

- gg AT T gl & 7 S TUTHATEROT ) ¢ THITIT HLar &, TR AFRIHF IHG 3o g1d
gl
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» For example, Mumbai uses 240 Ipcd to justify building new dams — excluding water losses.

* 3GTEXUT & T, He$ 240 Ipcd T 3UNeT 7% ity IRASTATIHT 1 3T Sedel & fov aarg —
TSrae ster grfer enf&er s7gt g1l

* Lack of Uniformity and Scientific Basis
o THEIAT AR IS 3TUR 7 37919

» Multiple agencies like Bureau of Indian Standards and CPHEEO prescribe standards, but
these lack empirical surveys.

» AT AT sg 3K CPHEEO S &3 TSIl Hleleh 0 Sl o, olfehel SoTehl WA
FIETOT o TTY HIS ITUR AT &l

* CPHEEO suggests 150 Ipcd for megacities and 135 Ipcd for others, but provides no
rationale.

« CPHEEO #HNTAET & T 150 Ipcd 3R 3= 26t & ol 135 Ipcd &7 FHTE &l 8, olfchel 38
I RIS T AT Tl

» The Jal Jeevan Mission prescribes 55 Ipcd for rural areas, without data justification.

« e SfiaeT fArereT areior &35 & foT 55 Iped da T &, et 3T N 1§ 3T Imenia d et
g

* Earlier under NRDWP (2013), this standard was used for 30% household tap coverage only.
* I ol TSET ATAIT TSIl FIRAHH (2013) & dgd Tg Hleleh chdol 30% ERT H e HAFUT Gol
fore o foram aram 2|

* Later, Swachh Bharat Mission expanded household water needs, but the 55 Ipcd figure
remained unchanged.

« §T¢, #, ¥T9T6 HRA fRAF o1 TR T ST 3MaLThI3il ol daT 2T, eifeheT 55 Ipcd A ol sgaTa
g1 fora |

- Influence of Financing Agencies

o {39 9w TARAAY F1 T

+ Cities often adopt the per capita standard prescribed by the financing agency.

« IR IR fae Qv TR ganT feiRa ufar safera Arere &1 379=rd g

» Since CPHEEO gives technical sanctions only if norms are followed, cities adopt them
without question.
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» 1T CPHEEO shaol d3fl daeitehl HSIY &cll & STef HTeTeh UTole &1, SHTAIU e Sog Tl Warel
33TT 3911 & |

* As a result, CPHEEO standards become the default norm for most urban water supply
projects.

« TRUTATTET, CPHEEO ATeldh 3TRIher gl STel et IRANSATHT & foIT H{er AT &1 ST 8

* In Mumbai, the Gargai Dam project used 150 Ipcd instead of 240 Ipcd to comply with
CPHEEO and get funding.

» HS 7 aTS qrer IRASTAT 3 CPHEEO ATIEsY oh Ureled el 3R e wreed 3t & faw 150
Ipcd T 3UANT T, Stafeh 31eg RIS & 240 Ipcd AT|

* Absence of Monitoring and Ground-Level Reality

o fAarrelt Y FAY 3R ST aeafawar

» There is no monitoring to ensure that water is supplied according to the prescribed standards
at the consumer level.

» SUHIFAT Tl IR FETRA ATl & AN ST 3MYf AR et o TT F$ fAaRraly w18t
g

* Functional water meters at consumer connections and bulk meters in the network are rarely
present.

« 3UNFAT Pl W FRIN Tl HeX 3R Acas & T2 AT F ST AT I ATIS & TN A 6

* Many cities lack zonal isolation and proper distribution measurement, making it impossible
to track water flow.

« S BN H AT GUFHIT 3N e FAwor it AT 7T gIh, Fad STor YaTg 1 Il SHAAT 31T
& S B

* MoHUA'’s benchmarks include per capita supply, but they are measured at city-level, not
household-level.

« 3TaTH AR el AT F HATAT & AT Hfe sqfFa 3mqfet 1 anfAre w1 €, AfeheT Ig MR TR
9T AT ST &, 'RY A e

» Thus, the per capita standard becomes a planning tool, not a service guarantee.

« 30 YR, 93 ATFT ATAF T AISTAT IUHIOT I ST &, FaT ¥ AR AT |

- Need for Evidence-Based Standards and Equitable Supply
* YATOT-3ATETRT AT 3R FATHHIT 3mfed r 3Taeaeher
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» Systematic efforts are needed to define evidence-based per capita standards.

« JATOT-3TeRT U sIfFd AR o 9T el & [T qafedd amat i 3magendr g1

* Policies must ensure equitable delivery so that every citizen gets their rightful share of
water.

» ATt T T GATRT AT =BT fob & ARG T SToT T sATwT Irgfet 3R 3701 arfora
fRear e
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How is shipping industry tackling emissions?

What was decided at the 83rd session of the International Maritime Organization’s Marine Environment Protection Committee? Was the

a participant in the

discussions? How have oil-exporting nations and traditional maritime powerhouses responded to the decision? How has India positioned itself?

S P:

Environment

EXPLAINER

Amitabh Kumar

The story so far:

fter a decade of deliberations

towards decarbonising the

maritime industry, at its 83rd

session, the Marine

P ion Ce i

(MEPC-83) of the International Maritime
Organization (IMO) was faced with the
challenge of coming to a consensus on a
proposed emissions levy on global
shipping. The session’s objective was to
adopt a Market-Based Measure (MBM)
that balanced environmental effectiveness
with economic fairness.

‘What were the proposals?

Five distinct proposals were tabled in the
meeting. The first was by the
International Chamber of Shipping which
advocated for a fixed levy per every tonne
of COz emitted. Secondly, China proposed
a market-driven approach where ships
could trade compliance units and invest
in alternative fuels. The European Union
suggested a fixed Greenhouse Gas (GHG)
levy, managed by an IMO-administered
fund while India propositioned a
‘bridging mechanism’, which would
target only under-compliant ships to bear
the financial burden, while rewarding
those using Zero or Near-Zero (ZNZ) fuels.
Finally, Singapore also joined the fray by
proposing an enhanced version of India’s
model, involving a GHG Fuel Standard
(GFS) and a tiered system rewarding
surplus emission units and requiring the
purchase of remedial units for
underperformance.

Even before the debate on MBMs could
fully unfold in the IMO, geopolitical
tensions took centre-stage. The U.S.
Trump administration, which had already
withdrawn from the Paris and

of global shipping regulation for decades
to come.

‘What other interests were at play?
The wide range of positions expressed
during the MEPC-83 underscores the
enduring dominance of national interests
in global climate diplomacy. Oil-exporting
countries, led by Saudi Arabia, opposed
any significant transition to green fuels,
prioritising the protection of their fossil
fuel markets. In contrast, small island
nations and least developed countries
advocated for steep carbon levies, seeking
to redirect revenues into broader green

stripped the agency that responds to
disasters from their climate work related
S ities, did not participate in the
IMO deliberations. It warned of
“reciprocal measures” if the EU-backed
uniform carbon levy were passed.

What was decided?

The MPEC-83 of IMO voted 63 to 16 in
favour of accepting Singapore’s hybrid
model based on India’s proposal as the
IMO’s Net Zero Framework, making
international shipping the first global
industry to adopt a

Moreover, China, along with other
large shipping nations, pushed for
minimal levies to preserve
competitiveness while focusi
investments in cleaner fuels. Norway and
other Scandinavian countries have been
seeking recognition for their early and
costly efforts in decarbonising shipping,
proposing that these efforts be rewarded
through surplus credit systems. Brazil has
been advocating for a rapid shift to
methanol as a primary marine fuel, while
several nations, citing a lack of viable

levy framework. Having plloled a
compromise formula amidst extremely
divergent views, both India and Singapore
have claimed credit for the successful
outcome.

However, the decision of the MEPC-83
is not final yet. Despite the vote, the path
to implementation is far from
straightforward. The MEPC-83’s decision,
having approved the Net Zero
Framework, now needs to amend Annex
VI of the MARPOL convention, which
governs air pollution from ships. The
amendment will undergo a six-month
circulation period among all contracting
parties to MARPOL. For final adoption, it
requires a two-thirds majority of votes
from members present and voting; this
means that if all 101 parties participate, at
least 67 must support the measure. Even
if adopted, the amendment could still be
blocked, should one-third of the parties
provided they account for at least 50% of
global shipping tonnage — formally object
in writing.

Currently, with 63 votes in favour, 16
against, and 22 abstentions, the outcome
remains uncertain. The process ahead is
critical and could reshape the dynamics

green tec hoped for delayed
implementation.
Even after \'onng. scepticism ha.s

Heavily polluting: A container ship approaches the port of Santos in Brazil, on April 1. AP

Sustainable Development Goal as well as
the Paris Agreement, the IMO began
implementing emissions-reduction
measures in 2011, followed by the Initial
GHG Strategy in 2018 and the updated
IMO GHG Strategy in 2023. It has also
included a technical measure such as the
Energy Efficiency Design Index in Annex
VI of the MARPOL convention; an
operational measure, the Ship Energy
Efficiency Management Plan, for
reduction of GHG emissions from ships;
and introduced mandatory recording and
reporting of fuel oil consumption.
Consistent with the ‘Paris agreement
temperature goals’ it has also adopted
“levels of ambition” and ‘guiding
principles’. Between 2018 and 2023, it has
agreed to fix a target for reducing carbon
intensity (CO2 emissions per transport
work) by at least 40% by 2030 compared
to 2008 levels, and by 70% by 2040,
ultimately achieving net-zero by 2050.
This is notably more concrete than the
International Civil Aviation Organization,
which has only pledged a “long-term
aspirational goal” of net-zero emissions by
2050 without setting interim targets.

Is it an equitable distribution?
There has been a gradual erosion of the
guldlny, pnnclplc of ‘common hut

lingered among in

maritime powerhouses like Greece, who
question the necessity and feasibility of a
green levy altogether. The range of these
responses illustrates the immense
challenge the IMO faces in crafting a
universally acceptable emissions
framework.

‘Why does green shipping matter?
Shipping may seem invisible to most
consumers, but it plays an outsized role in
global emissions. The sector emits
approximately one billion metric tonnes
of GHG each year, representing about
2.8% of total global emissions. If ranked as
a country, international shipping would
be the sixth-largest emitter in the world,
between Germany and Japan. Projections
indicate that, without corrective action,
emissions from shipping could rise by as
much as 50 to 250% by 2050. Even
though the sector contributes less than
road transport emissions, they face
heavier regulatory pressure because of
their international nature.

Therefore, to align with the 13th UN

d respc
respective capabilities’ (CBDR- R(‘)
incorporated in the 2018 initial GHG
strategy. The CBDR-RC is a core principle

India’s maritime logistics costs will be
modest in the near term - ranging from
4.98 10 7.29% on imports and 5.92 to
8.09% on exports by 2030. By 2050, these
figures are projected to rise to about 33 to
35%. However, the actual impact on trade
volumes is expected to be minimal.

India currently operates nearly 236
ships over 5,000 gross tonnage, with only
135 involved in international voyages.
Since MBMs apply only to international
shipping, India’s coastal fleet remains
unaffected. At present, India spends
roughly $400 million per year on fuel for
its international fleet. The MBM is
projected to increase this by
approximately $108 million by 2030 - a
manageable rise given the scale of India’s
maritime economy.

Perhaps the most exciting implication
of the MBM framework is the potential for
India to become a global hub for clean
energy exports. As the world’s
third-largest importer of fossil fuels, India
is now investing heavily in green
hydrogen through its National Hydrogen
Mission. Industrial giants such as
Reliance, Adani, and JSW are planning to
scale up production, while three Indian
ports are preparing to offer green
hydrogen bunkering services.

Under the mission’s guidelines, Indian
green hydrogen must meet a well-to-wake
greenhouse gas fuel intensity of no more
than 2 kg COze per kilogram of hydrogen,
translaung to about 16.7 grams of COz

enshrined in climate agree: s like
UNFCCC, Kyoto Protocol and the Paris
Agreement. It acknowledges that all
nations must address climate change but
recognise historical responsibility and
unequal capacities. Developed nations,
with their longer industrial histories, are
expected to bear greater burdens.
However, recent IMO proceedings reflect
an Elfon by wealthier nations to shift
responsibility onto

lent per joule. This standard
posmons Indian hydrogen well within the
IMO’s reward thresholds, which are
capped at 19.0 g COz¢/MJ until 2034 and
14.0 g COze/M] thereafter. This alignment
creates a significant opportunity for India
to export green fuels globally and
capitalise on international incentives.

Global shipping now stands at a

lranslormauve moment. Despite

and umemnn
the ad

economies, despite stark diff in
income and consumption.

How does India benefit?

While the carbon levy and GHG targets
set by the IMO may pose short-term
challenges for certain sectors of the
Indian economy, India is likely to emerge
as a long-term beneficiary of the new
MBM framework. According to the United
Nations Conference on Trade and
Development, the impact of the MBM on

of a MBM by the IMO reprcsems a
milestone in the journey toward
decarbonisation. If successful, this
framework could make shipping the first
truly global sector to operate under
binding climate goals, setting a powerful
precedent for others to follow.

Amitabh Kumar, a retired IRS officer, is
former Director General of Shipping,
Government of India. Views expressed are
personal.

THE GIST

v

Atits 83rd session, the Marine
Environment Protection
Committee (MEPC-83) of the
International Maritime
Organization (IMO) was faced
with the challenge of coming to
a consensus on a proposed
emissions levy on global
shipping.

v

Shipping may seem invisible to
most consumers, butit plays
an outsized role in global
emissions. The sector emits
approximately one billion
metric tonnes of GHG each
year, representing about 2.8%
of total global emissions.

v

While the carbon levy and GHG
targets set by the IMO may
pose short-term challenges for
certain sectors of the Indian
economy, India is likely to
emerge as a long term
beneficiary of the new MBM
framework.
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Decarbonisation in the Shipping Industry

ffer 3@ # BwEfanare

The shipping industry is moving toward decarbonisation after a
decade of discussions, focusing on reducing emissions through
global regulations.

AR 3ghr v aers A 99 F a1g BFEfagoe A AR TE @R,
o 3687 3cusia N ARTH AT F A1eaH7 F F7 FET 8

83rd Session of the Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC-83)
FAAY TATaoT FaTor WiAfY FT 8391 wH (MEPC-83)

The 83rd session of the IMO's Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC-
83) aimed to adopt a Market-Based Measure (MBM) that balances environmental
effectiveness with economic fairness.

IMO FY eI gafaor wwaTor iAfY (MEPC-83) T 837 ¥ UHT ATHE-4¥8 39T (MBM)
3Tt o fAIT 3T g3 St qafavoa yemmaeiierar 3R amfis fersqetar & & dqer
§TT|

Proposals at the MEPC-83
MEPC-83 # T¥dd Y&t

The International Chamber of Shipping proposed a fixed levy per tonne of CO,
emitted.

geXAeTe o 3w R 7 9 & CO, Icwstar W fARRaa e oramTe) 1 wecra feam|

China proposed a market-driven model where ships could trade compliance units
and invest in alternative fuels.

e o Ueh ATSTR-3MeTRA ATS & T&dTd 1GAT TSIt STgTet JrequTerel $H1SAT HT SATIR HT
Fha ¢ 3R d=fous Suat o Paer e goa &1

The European Union backed a fixed GHG levy, managed through an IMO-
administered fund.

TN w7 o T fARad GHG e &1 TS foha, St Teh IMO-wenfld #1Y & aAreasd &
garferd gl

India proposed a bridging mechanism, targeting only under-compliant ships while
rewarding those using Zero or Near-Zero (ZNZ) fuels.

HR & Ueh FTSIar Aforsar o1 geara @, St shder ey JreqaTereT el STgtsil @ faeie
SIST & SISaT § 3R Zero T Near-Zero (ZNZ) §4e T 3UATT Flel dTcil I NedTiad hidl
J
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Singapore proposed an enhanced version of India’s model, introducing a GHG Fuel
Standard (GFS) and a tiered system with surplus credit and remedial units.

AT 57 R & ATS &I Teh Jooted HEHIOT FEATTIAA T, TTHH GHG T ¥38 (GFS)
3R Tl gorrel enfAer &, orae srfaftea #f3e 3k gurrens sHsal 1 Jawre g |

U.S. Participation
AR A sfert

The U.S., under the Trump administration, did not participate in IMO deliberations
and warned of “reciprocal measures” if the EU's uniform carbon levy passed.

ST TATH & g T U HART o1 IMO T =rai3il & simar 7€t o 31k afe $g r
AT FHTaeT Yo I BIcll & Al " TeqaIcHF Al I Adraeh &I

MEPC-83 voted 63 to 16 in favour of Singapore’s hybrid model, based on India’s
proposal, making shipping the first global industry with a mandatory emissions levy.

MEPC-83 & 63 &1 16 Hcll & faqR & ffra aAtser ot wlia fomam, St e & wama
W IR 1, orad R ggar 3w 3¢ o= o o= rfaard scwster e i

3YeATAT|

Both India and Singapore have claimed credit for the Net Zero Framework
compromise.

HR 3 RATITYR 21T & 39 Net Zero Framework sl 7 53 form &1

To implement the decision, Annex VI of the MARPOL convention must be amended
and circulated for 6 months among members.

fAUTRT T ST e & FAT MARPOL &eaeret & 31e]esi VI #H HRITereT fonam ST g1am 31
35U 6 #g ¥ forw weww et & gwnRe fomar smeem|

For final adoption, two-thirds majority is required. Out of 101 members, at least 67
must support it.

3ifa# TS & forw 2)-faers sgae 3maas &1 101 HeE H O FF & FH 67 HGEA! HT
AT TR &

The amendment can still be blocked if one-third of parties representing 50% of global
shipping tonnage object.

Ife ve-faeTs gewy, S ARasw RN e R & 50% F1 gfafafica Fa §, 3maf srard €,
ar TR Y Ak off Feha &

With 63 in favour, 16 against, and 22 abstentions, the outcome remains uncertain.

63 ward, 16 faier 3 22 srquiRafaral & aryr, Aot e off sfafeaa sargan &

Responses from Other Countries

3= gait Fr yfafrae
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e Qil-exporting nations, led by Saudi Arabia, opposed major green fuel transitions,
aiming to protect fossil fuel markets.

e AaTa® e, AR W3 3T, o gRA Seat 7 agarg &1 [ A arfs st Serer
TTSIRY ST 8T T 57 T |

e Small island nations and least developed countries demanded high carbon levies
and redistribution of funds into green development.

BIE gl gor 3R o1 RafAa g 3= Frer e 3R gRa w7 $3 & gor: fRawor
&I ART I T T

e China and other large shipping nations wanted minimal levies and investment in
cleaner fuels to maintain competitiveness.

et 3R 31 99 RN TS o FeTad Yok 3R Fawa $uat & faer & FadeT fohar are
wfaTauTcA®ar 5 7|

e Norway and Scandinavian countries sought rewards for their early efforts in
decarbonisation via surplus credit systems.

ard 3R ThAfAT$ der 379 IR Reefagsrere gt & o sfaRea #i3e Reen
& HAEIH § 31 T1gd U

e Brazil promoted methanol as the main marine fuel.
SISl o ATl T FTT TGN ST o §I H AT bl STl el |

e Traditional maritime powers like Greece remained skeptical about the feasibility of a
green levy.

A S aRaRe wodr afFaat gl e 1 saagiaar W weg Sidm @ i

Importance of Green Shipping

R I #1 Agea

* The shipping sector emits ~1 billion metric tonnes of GHG annually, about 2.8% of global
emissions.

- FRier 81 &X |1 rersrar 1 RAfoe ARE e GHG IS T &, S ARG IcHSI T AT
2.8% gl

« If treated as a country, it would be the 6th largest emitter, between Germany and Japan.

« g7 3/ Teh 32 AT ST, Al Ig TST FaH F31 3cHo1eh 8191, ST AR SmareT & =

* Emissions from shipping could rise by 50% to 250% by 2050 without intervention.
- g 39T o T 31T, A 2050 doh RN F 3ot 50% A 250% dh §¢ TehdT &

» Despite lower emissions than road transport, international shipping faces stricter
regulations due to its global nature.
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- §3F IRAG T JoIeT 7 ScHolel HH Blot & TG, HAWSET TF T & FHRoT R o1 wea
s s ga B

IMO’s Steps Towards Decarbonisation

IMO ZaRT BFrafargarere $ f2m 7 337¢ 7T FgH

* The IMO began reducing emissions in 2011, introduced an Initial GHG Strategy in 2018, and
updated it in 2023.

* IMO & 2011 # 3cHaI H FXel & e Y U, 2018 7 YRAF GHG Torhfa &rs 3K 3@
2023 # 319sc fRam|

 Technical measures include the Energy Efficiency Design Index (EEDI) in Annex VI of
MARPOL.

» Tehaitehl 3UTET H MARPOL ¥ 37T VI & 3T G&TdT f3Tsel aais (EEDI) ATiAe |

* Operational measures include the Ship Energy Efficiency Management Plan (SEEMP) and
mandatory fuel oil reporting.

« ATl 3UTAT & SFAETST Fo1T GaTdT Yaerel a1 (SEEMP) 3R $trar e i srfAard Rayféar enfaer
gl

* IMO set goals to reduce carbon intensity by 40% by 2030 and 70% by 2040, aiming for net-
zero by 2050.

« IMO =¥ 2030 d FIeel diddl A 40% 31T 2040 d& 70% hr Feldl & 18T I@T &, 3T 2050 d&F
AT-YFT 3cHoIeT WITT el ol ofed I hAT B |

» These targets are more concrete than the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO),
which has only a “long-term aspirational goal”.

* A &Y HAWTSET ARIREF 333TT HarSe (ICAO) T JoreTT # 311k 31 8, Fordet harer
" gt meialt sra 99 T B

Is it an equitable distribution?
T I§ U «ATIHIT AT 872

* There has been a gradual erosion of the guiding principle of ‘common but differentiated
responsibilities and respective capabilities’ (CBDR-RC) incorporated in the 2018 initial
GHG strategy.

+ 2018 Y YRTAF GHG TorAifa 7 anfier |rs vt Fiear el ik wafora aaani’
(CBDR-RC) & ATg e fAeeid 1 &iX-¢iR &R0 g3 &
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* CBDR-RC is a core principle enshrined in climate agreements like the UNFCCC, Kyoto
Protocol, and Paris Agreement.

» CBDR-RC STordrg ##sidr 31 fa UNFCCC, #ateY wersler 3iv 4w wwsitar # fed v
yHE fAeHTd g

* It acknowledges that all nations must address climate change but recognises historical
responsibility and unequal capacities.

» IE AT & o T SR T STerdg TREcTe Sl FATHTT ST TIMRT, cifehet Ig Waerfas
OrFATY 3R 3T aTAa3T 1 5 THER AT B

 Developed nations, with their longer industrial histories, are expected to bear greater
burdens.

- AR Tad g2t &, ToreTerr siteA e gfagr aam @ &, 37987 $r J1cl & 76 3 rfte #R a5 L

* However, recent IMO proceedings reflect an effort by wealthier nations to shift responsibility
onto developing economies, despite stark differences in income and consumption.

« gTclifeh, BTeT T IMO FIIaATE! e 2icl & foh gy qer Remwefier srfegavunsit « fSFaery
STelel & ST Y T8 ©, STk 314 3R @aa # 7Rl 3 ¢

How does India benefit?

AT FY FA AT a1 82

* While the carbon levy and GHG targets set by the IMO may pose short-term challenges for
some sectors of the Indian economy, India is likely to emerge as a long-term beneficiary of the
new Market-Based Measure (MBM) framework.

+ IMO 2@aRT AR Frder o 3R GHG & HRAT 3rdcaaeyr & $o a¥al & v sreushifas
et deT & Fehel 8, AfeheT dIR drdantforas ememmeff a7 wehaTT & T MBM @R |

» According to the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, the impact of
MBM on India’s maritime logistics costs will be modest in the near term — ranging from
4.98% to 7.29% on imports and 5.92% to 8.09% on exports by 2030.

- FYF TSE AR AR FAFTH FFATT & 3[R, HR T FHR AT FFH ATTT I MBM
gATg ehe \iasa & AfAT WIT — 2030 de ATT W 4.98% T 7.29% 31X AaTd 90 5.92% &
8.09% & S|

» By 2050, these figures are projected to rise to about 33% to 35%, but the actual impact on
trade volumes is expected to be minimal.

* 2050 d%, T 3TH3 AITHIT 33% F 35% deh 5 Tohdl &, ol fche] SATAR Y AT X dATdSh THTT
TLATH L6t T HHTT B
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* India currently operates nearly 236 ships over 5,000 gross tonnage, with only 135 involved in
international voyages.

« HRd AT H 5,000 ATH EoT T HTh o I 236 SAGTSAT T ATl T &, foletel & hael
135 RIS ITAT H Hold ¢ |
» Since MBMs apply only to international shipping, India’s coastal fleet remains unaffected.

» T[fh MBM aharel aRIsEr fRATYer X o) 81T 8, SHToIT TR &1 a1 931 wenfaa w18t gia|

* Currently, India spends roughly $400 million per year on fuel for its international fleet.

« TIATT H AR HYeT HAATSET 93 & forw o1t IR aame7er $400 AT 9fey af @< e g

* The MBM is projected to increase this by approximately $108 million by 2030 — a
manageable rise given the scale of India’s maritime economy.

» MBM & &RUT Jg @ 2030 a0 oams7er $108 AT e 5@ Fehcl § — o7 T wogel
FYETEEYT & JTHR FI TG §U FE U Held 5,9

India’s clean energy opportunity
R FT TITS Fall T

» The most exciting implication of the MBM framework is the potential for India to become a
global hub for clean energy exports.

* MBM &I T Ha¥ AHATI Tge T6 & foh HRA & U FG<6 ol faata & fow v IRa+ g
qeTet Y HHTEAT & |

* As the world’s third-largest importer of fossil fuels, India is now investing heavily in green
hydrogen through its National Hydrogen Mission.

- gfera &7 frewT wad 3T Shana Sus smara® g & A1, TR 3T 3N TSET FTSSIerT fAerT
& ATETH W gRT grERee F 9 AU F W@ R

* Industrial giants like Reliance, Adani, and JSW are planning to scale up production, while
three Indian ports are preparing to offer green hydrogen bunkering services.

- Rama, 3rerit 3i ISW St e Tog 3eurae TgTe T ANSTeT J11 @ 8, i el HRAT
FEUINE BN SIS ShReT YU ol T AT FT IR &

» Under the mission’s guidelines, Indian green hydrogen must meet a well-to-wake GHG fuel
intensity of no more than 2 kg CO,e per kilogram of hydrogen, translating to about 16.7
grams of CO,e per megajoule.

- Terer & el & 3r7aR, e gRd grsgisiet 1 2 fralamer COe wfa fratams gsgier
T 3T T well-to-wake GHG dlterar w181 gleil =18 T, ST ofaTe7eT 16.7 ATH CO,e Uiy Aol &
IR
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* This standard positions Indian hydrogen well within the IMO’s reward thresholds, which are
capped at 19.0 g CO,e/MJ until 2034 and 14.0 g CO,e/MJ thereafter.

* I AleTsh AR GTSZIoTel A1 IMO F TEHR HIAhT oh $Ici I &, SiY 2034 T 19.0 1A
CO.e/MJ 3R 38 d1G 14.0 ATH CO,e/MJ deh HfAd &1

* This alignment creates a significant opportunity for India to export green fuels globally and
capitalise on international incentives.

« g Aol AR o forv gl et 1 AT AaTa F 3R FaRrsE Sicargat Tl T 367 HT

Teh HEcdqUT 37aE UeT el & |

Global Shipping at a Crossroads
g AR v gRadaT Y Az

* Global shipping now stands at a transformative moment.

- 3fRge AT 319 T IREATHRY 87T W @I &

» Despite persistent disagreements and uncertain implementation pathways, the adoption of
a Market-Based Measure (MBM) by the IMO represents a milestone in the journey toward
decarbonisation.

« TTAR AT 3R 3Fase FrRITTad= AN & STa9G, IMO GaRT AThe-4¥8 A9 (MBM) &I
39T AFrafATSALNT 1 e & ver Hier FT g §

* If successful, this framework could make shipping the first truly global sector to operate
under binding climate goals, setting a powerful precedent for others to follow.

- I TE A6 BT &, A Ig arar AR #1 ggem aFafas ARGF AT a7 GohcT & S AfATA
STAaTg T&AT & T HETield Biel ¢, 3R gERT & T Teh FeTareiTel! 3eTeor T X g
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