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Southwest
monsoon
advances into
Andaman Sea

IGS Paper I: Geography |

[acob Koshy
NEW DELHI

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) an-
nounced on Tuesday that
the southwest monsoon
has advanced into some
parts of the south Bay of
Bengal, the south Anda-
man Sea, Nicobar Islands,
and parts of the north An-
daman Sea.

Usually, the monsoon
system takes about 10 days
to reach mainland India
from this region, although
the agency has not yet re-
vealed a date for the mon-
soon’s onset over Kerala.
The agency is expected to
announce an official date
later this month.
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Southwest Monsoon Advances into Andaman Sea

STRYOT-TReTeT AT HSATT AR 3 3Tt 3T

* The India Meteorological Department (IMD) announced
on Tuesday that the southwest monsoon has advanced
into some parts of the south Bay of Bengal, the south
Andaman Sea, the Nicobar Islands, and parts of the north
Andaman Sea.

« TRT #HIAH AT fAHEr (IMD) & HIreaarR F alvor $ir F
gTaToT-aferet AT A gfaror darer iy WIS, fAOT IHTAT WO,
frtar getaweg 3R 3 A 9K & Fo feewl A v
foar

» Usually, the monsoon system takes about 10 days to reach mainland India
from this region.

« AR T, 5 877 & ATT HfA AR b Tgdel H AT T T 91377 10
et ot 1

* However, the IMD has not yet revealed the date for the monsoon’s onset
over Kerala.

« gTelifeh, HTSTHASY 1 379 Teh T A AT Y YTITC T ARG hT ENTOT AET T
gl

* The agency is expected to announce an official date later this month.

« I THTAT ¢ Toh ToTET 5T AR & 3 dh Uah T fafdr T givor &k

3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page3

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Cong. seeks removal
of M.P. Minister over
‘insult’ to Col. Sofiya

S Paper I: SOciety
S Paper |: Polity
Tles Paper IV: Ethics

BlEssay

The Congress on Tuesday
sought the removal of a
Madhya Pradesh govern-
ment Minister over his re-
marks on Indian Army Co-
lonel Sofiya Qureshi, who
held multiple press brief-
ings during the recent In-
dia-Pakistan military con-
flict between May 7 and 10.

Kunwar Vijay Shah, who
holds the Tribal Welfare
and Bhopal Gas Tragedy
Relief and Rehabilitation
portfolios in the BJP go-
vernment, made the re-
marks on Monday at an
event in Mhow.

Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge demanded
that Mr. Shah be sacked im-
mediately. “First they
trolled the wife of the naval
officer martyred in Pahal-
gam on social media, then
harassed the daughter of
[Foreign Secretary Vikram]
Misri and now BJP Minis-
ters are making such inde-

g fecqufy &y oY)

Colonel Sofiya Qureshi

cent comments about our
braveheart Sofiya Qureshi.
[PM Narendra] Modiji
should immediately dis-
miss such a Minister,” Mr.
Kharge said on X.

However, as the contro-
versy spiralled, Mr. Shah is-
sued clarifications on Tues-
day saying that his remarks
had been taken out of con-
text and misunderstood.
“Colonel Sofiya Qureshi
has made the nation
proud,” he said.

Earlier in 2013, Mr. Shah
had to resign from the then
CM Shivraj Singh Chou-
han’s Cabinet after re-
marks on the latter’s wife.

Congress Seeks Removal of
M.P. Minister Over ‘Insult’ to
Col. Sofiya

F1AT A Ferel AHAT HT YA
FIA G AET YT & HAT FI g
Y AT A

- The Congress on Tuesday
demanded the removal of a Madhya
Pradesh government Minister over
his remarks on Indian Army
Colonel Sofiya Qureshi, who held
multiple press briefings during the
India-Pakistan military conflict
between May 7 and 10.

* HITTAR P FEH o LT YT TIFR
& TFH HA FY gerat Y AT A, FifR
3egiol TR QAT Y Foter WIFHAT
et F IR A Roqoh Hir off| FoAa A 7
¥ 10 A & €T SRT-gIfRTdreT =
Y & R % 9 fifthew $ir i

» Kunwar Vijay Shah, who holds the Tribal
Welfare and Bhopal Gas Tragedy Relief and
Rehabilitation portfolios in the BJP
government, made the remarks on Monday at
an event in Mhow.

- IS TFR & STAATT Fedror 31 srarer
TS el 3 goraier [Tl &t Harreret arel Faw
ﬁmangﬁmwﬁn{ﬁwmésm
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* Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge demanded that Mr. Shah be sacked immediately.

« HTAW L8 AfeadTolet T o1 FIT Y o 4l g 1 T F@Ea 3 s

* Mr. Kharge said, “First they trolled the wife of the naval officer martyred in Pahalgam, then
harassed the daughter of Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri, and now BJP Ministers are
making indecent comments about our braveheart Col. Sofiya Qureshi.”

« 8 WS F Fgl, "UgA Seaied Wﬁ%@ig‘ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁlﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ?ﬂ?m‘mw@ﬁ
forar, Y faeer afRa fawe A Fr 38 o wena fovar 31k 319 iad) #:=0 gard IR Fever @ifeaT
4l o) areerahy Roqof sy @ B

* He added, “[PM Narendra Modi] should immediately dismiss such a Minister.”

« 3ogiel 33T g, "[THTH F¥g AIGY| I 0 FHAT AT q F@ET el AT

* As the controversy escalated, Mr. Shah issued a clarification on Tuesday, stating that his
remarks had been taken out of context and misunderstood.

-mwmw,ﬁmewﬁmﬁmmmgaﬁrﬁ?mﬁwﬁﬁﬁﬁ
eIt T gera 3R Ired alis & gAST T |

* He added, “Colonel Sofiya Qureshi has made the nation proud.”

* 3ogiol oheT, "Ferel WTHAT H¥eft o or Y ahanfeaa fram g1

* Earlier in 2013, Mr. Shah had to resign from Shivraj Singh Chouhan’s Cabinet after his
remarks on the CM’s wife.

- S8H Ygol 2013 H, 4t arg T FEIHH Rrawrer g Dlerer Fr gt ) oyl & e 37 AfHz
A FEAIGT AT T37 AT
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Southwest monsoon
has advanced into
Andaman Sea: IMD

Heavy rainfall, accompanied by thunderstorms and lightning, expected
over Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala, and Tamil Nadu this week

[GS Paper I: Geography |

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) an-
nounced on Tuesday that
the southwest monsoon
has advanced into some
parts of the south Bay of
Bengal, the south Anda-
man Sea, Nicobar Islands,
and parts of the north An-
daman Sea.

Usually, the monsoon
system, which splits into
two branches, takes about
10 days to reach mainland
India from this region,
although the agency has
not yet revealed a date for
the monsoon’s onset over
Kerala.

The agency is expected
to announce an official
date later this month, and
uses a custom forecast mo-
del for this purpose. The
normal onset date of the
monsoon over Kerala is
June 1.

Meteorologists have
stated that an early arrival
in the Andaman Sea would
not necessarily mean the
monsoon would reach Ker-
ala earlier.

Last month, the IMD
said India is likely to re-
ceive “above normal”

the week. FILE PHOTO

monsoon rainfall, defined
as 5% more than the histor-
ical average of 87 cm.

If this prediction holds
true, it would be a second
year of “above normal”
rain. Last year, India re-
ceived rainfall 8% above
the historical average from
June to September.

In 2024, the southwest
monsoon set in over Kerala
on May 30, two days before
the normal date and a day
before the forecast date of
May 31. It was also unusual
in that both branches of
the monsoon simultane-
ously set in over northeast
India and Kerala. The two
branches eventually merge

Weather forecasts predict heavy rain in south peninsular India over

over central India and sus-
tain the southwest mon-
soon until the end of
September.

“Rainfall accompanied
by thunderstorms and
lightning will likely conti-
nue over south peninsular
India and adjoining central
India for the next five days,
with heavy rainfall also ex-
pected over Andhra Pra-
desh, Karnataka, Kerala,
and Tamil Nadu this week.
Heavy to very heavy rain-
fall accompanied by thun-
derstorms and lightning is
likely over northeast India
during the next five days,”
the IMD said in a statement
on Tuesday.

Southwest Monsoon
Advances into
Andaman Sea: IMD

gTaToT-qfRes ATTHEA
HSHTT IR & 93T HT
AT IMD

- The India Meteorological
Department (IMD)
announced that the
southwest monsoon has
advanced into parts of
the south Bay of Bengal,
south Andaman Sea,
Nicobar Islands, and
parts of the north
Andaman Sea.

o IR Alasr v faermer
(IMD) A ewyor Y g fF
faor-af¥es ATt o
gfaror semer i @, gfaor
FHE, R 3 IHSAT AR
¥ 5o fewal 7 yaer w3 for
gl

* Typically, the monsoon system,
which splits into two branches,
takes about 10 days to reach
mainland India from this region.

* JTAAR W, ATTHT YoITe, ST ar
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emET3t F fmfoa g €, ﬁgma@mﬁqﬁaﬁﬁsﬂmﬁm 10 f&st ST g

* The IMD has not yet declared the onset date of the monsoon over Kerala.

« IMD & 3781 eh T F AT Y YOIHTA HT ANG hT €O g1 67 5|

» An official onset date over Kerala is expected later this month, using a custom forecast
model.

- IR fafdr 1 Sivor 3w 7R & 3t & 7 STwen, 3R 7S fow veh Ry qaregenT Atse
T 3T FhAT ST B

- The normal onset date for monsoon over Kerala is June 1.

o e A AT Y HATT o3 Y fafdr 1 a7 g)elt 8

» Meteorologists clarified that an early arrival in the Andaman Sea does not guarantee an
early onset in Kerala.

» Al d=mferent = TsC T o6 IEHT TR & A & o) Tga=l b FAceld Ig 781 ¢ 6
T 7 oY AT STy 3T

* Last month, IMD predicted that India is likely to receive ‘above normal’ rainfall, meaning
5% more than the average of 87 cm.

- o 78S, IMD & s1fasaaroft fir o f&F 9T ) ‘T ¥ 30w a9 Pes Hr gamaar g, S
for 87 AT & 3itaa & 5% 31 giel|

« If the prediction holds, it would be the second consecutive year of above-normal rainfall.

- g Ig AIfasTaroit §el ATfSd Bidl g, df Ig oRIaN gaT a¥ §1eT oie QAT & Afora asf gef|

* In 2024, the monsoon reached Kerala on May 30, which was two days before the normal
date and a day earlier than the forecast.

* 2024 #, AT 30 #E T HTer Tg a1 2T, SiY o WA Faf¥ @ @Y foret vt AR qaiepanmer @ o
feeT ager 2

* It was unusual because both branches of the monsoon set in simultaneously over
northeast India and Kerala.

* Tg A AT FNeh AT Y Il AT Teh FTY TATwR R AR e 3 Afoh g off|

* These two branches later merge over central India and sustain the monsoon till end of
September.

« J QAT AWV a1 F 7T AR H fAerelt § 31K e & 3rq d& AT ) F10 @l 1
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Rainfall Forecast for Southern and Northeastern States

gfaror 3R qafer aeat & fore at &1 qatganT

* According to IMD, rainfall accompanied by thunderstorms and lightning is expected to
continue over south peninsular India and adjoining central India for the next five days.

* IMD & 37T8R, TRT-T#e 3R farsrelt & Arer qTReEr EfAoT TrredhdId s AR 7 g 7Ly ok
H 37970l 9T feat dh STRY W@t Sy GHTG=T

» Heavy rainfall is expected over Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala, and Tamil Nadu this
week.

* SH HCATE 3T W&, FeAled, Hel AR afferang & sy st Hr Goraet g1
* Heavy to very heavy rainfall with thunderstorms and lightning is likely over northeast
India during the next five days.

- 37T o R & qafer s 1 i @ g arefi e, IS 3R Rrrelt & @y gl o Fanraa B

S paper |: Geograph

b
A drone view shows the thunderous pororoca tidal bore wave on the Mearim River in the Amazon jungle, near the northern Brazilian city of Arari, on April 30. A tidal bore is
created when an incoming tide is funnelled into a narrow river channel, forcing it to increase its height and speed. REUTERS
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Tidal Bore
SR &< (Tidal Bore)

* A tidal bore is a natural phenomenon where the leading edge of an incoming tide forms a
wave that travels up a river or narrow bay, moving against the river's current.

* SARI g Teh Gihideh Tea ¢ 90 3 arell Sar &1 HfIw gt v 0l o}
AT & S R A a1 ot @ & I A AT gadt @ 3R A i arE &
Radia feem & sed g1

* This occurs in areas with a significant tidal range, typically more than 6 meters (20 feet),
and where the incoming tide is funneled into a shallow, narrowing river or bay via a broad
estuary.

-agsﬂﬁﬁﬁ@?ﬁ%aﬁmaﬂtmmmagamm%,mze
HeT (20 H1e) & 318, 3R STET 3ol aTell SaR Teh 913 g @ g1 frdlr el
3R Fhr Bl a8 a1 @D F gder Far B

Mechanism of Formation

foaTor & ufsear

« Tidal Range: A large difference between high and low tide levels is essential.

- FART AT 3=9 AR e saR T F T 937 AT 379TF g B

* River Geometry: A shallow, narrowing river or bay helps amplify the incoming tide.

o Y T TITT: IS 3Tl 3T FhoF et A ar @ 3 arelr SaR Y A i
qaT Y &

 Incoming Tide: As the tide rises, water is pushed into the river's mouth, creating a wave
that travels upstream.

-mraﬁgém:aamaaaﬂ%,a#mﬁaﬁ#ggﬁﬁmm%,mﬁw
oTeY FeAcy & S FUX Y AT g B

» Wave Formation: The wave can be a single breaking crest or a series of waves, depending
on the river's characteristics.

- FEX T FAHOT T e Th T geclt g§ MEA N Tehell § AT FE T A AT,
g 74 Y RAwant w e wwar B
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What has been decided in the
Pollachi sexual assault case?

How were the accused identified by the Pollachi police and CBI? Why did the case gain political notoriety?

GS Paper |: Societ:

Wilson Thomas

The story so far:
ix years ago, nine men from
Pollachi, Coimbatore, were
arrested for blackmailing,
sexually assaulting, and
videographing young girls and women
between 2016 and 2018. The nine men,
who have remained behind bars since
their arrest, have been prosecuted for
multiple offences, including criminal
conspiracy, sexual harassment, rape,
gang rape, and repeated rape of the same
woman. On May 13, the Mahila Court in
Coimbatore found all nine accused guilty

and sentenced them to life imprisonment.

The court also ordered the Tamil Nadu
government to pay a compensation of ¥85
lakh to eight survivors of sexual assault.

What is the case?
On February 24, 2019, a college girl
lodged a complaint with the Pollachi East

police, alleging sexual abuse by four men
in a moving car near Pollachi 12 days ago.
The 19-year-old was the first survivor to
speak up against the group of youngsters,
who had allegedly been luring women
and sexually assaulting them since 2016.
The perpetrators filmed these sexual acts,
which they used for further exploitation.
The police took up the investigation
and examined the mobile phones and
laptops of the accused. The gadgets
contained numerous video clips of
different women - from students to
married women — who had been sexually
assaulted at various locations by the
accused. Most of these crimes had taken
place at a house of one of the accused, K.
Thirunavukkarasu, at Chinnappapalayam
near Pollachi, around 50 km from
Coimbatore city. Sensing the gravity of the
case, on March 12, 2019, the State
government directed the Crime
Branch-CID to launch an investigation.
Eventually, amid outrage, the then

Edappadi K. Palaniswami government
transferred the case to the Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI), and the agency
took over the probe on April 25, 2019.

What did the agency find?

The central agency arraigned N.
Sabarirajan also known as Rishwanth (32),
K. Thirunavukkarasu (34), M. Sathish (33),
T. Vasanthakumar (30), R. Mani, also
known as Manivannan (32), P. Babu (33),
T. Haronimus Paul (32), K. Arulanantham
(39), and M. Arunkumar as the accused in
the case. It found that Sabarirajan was the
key perpetrator who lured the girls and
women, including the complainant. The
sexual assault of the first complainant,
aged 19, took place on February 12, 2019,
in a car on Dharapuram Road. They
filmed the act and robbed her of a gold
chain. The girl informed her family only
after the accused demanded sexual
favours from her by threatening to leak
the video. Numerous videos of sexual

Pollachi Sexual Assault Case

Qe st scdiser AT

- Six years ago, nine men from Pollachi, Coimbatore, were arrested for
blackmailing, sexually assaulting, and videographing young girls and
women between 2016 and 2018.

* OF HT Ug e, FIAa & Nty @ @t gest ¥ 2016 & 2018 F &rer gafaat
3R AfgAT3 F sdFAT F1A, Tt ez Fa 3R AR RFE FA F
IR F FARFAR o aram o)

» The nine men, who have remained behind bars since their arrest, have been prosecuted for
multiple offences, including criminal conspiracy, sexual harassment, rape, gang rape, and
repeated rape of the same woman.

« I At gBY, ST 39T TTIRTART o STe & TGl & NS I &, 3¢ s T & ToIv g fomar

Address
Email Id :

assault were found on the laptop of
Sabarirajan and the mobile phone of
Thirunavukkarasu. Using these, the police
and the CBI identified the other accused
and survivors. The case also stirred up a
political controversy as Arulanantham
had been the All-India Anna Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam (AIADMK) Pollachi
town students’ wing secretary. He was
expelled from the party after his arrest.

Who were the survivors?
Investigations revealed the accused
targeted young girls and women from
middle class and lower socio-economic
backgrounds. Though the accused are
suspected to have sexually exploited
numerous women, only eight of them
testified. The investigation faced backlash
when the then Coimbatore District
Superintendent of Police R. Pandiarajan
revealed the name of the complainant. It
is believed some survivors chose to stay
away from the investigation fearing their
identities would be made public.

How was the trial conducted?

A special court room facility was created
at the Combined Court Complex in
Coimbatore for the trial to protect the
identities of the survivors. A chamber
made of one-way glass prevented others
from seeing the survivors during the trial.
They were brought to court with extreme
care, while the accused were produced
through videoconferencing,.

THE GIST

v

Six years ago, nine men from
Pollachi, Coimbatore, were
arrested for blackmailing,
sexually assaulting, and
videographing young girls and
women between 2016 and
2018.

v

On February 24, 2019, a college
girl lodged a complaint with
the Pollachi East police,
alleging sexual abuse by four
men in a moving car near
Pollachi 12 days ago.

v

Investigations revealed the
accused targeted young girls
and women from middle class
and lower socio-economic
backgrounds. Though the
accused are suspected to have
sexually exploited numerous
women, only eight of them
testified
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T, ToeTa 3TORITRes |Iiarer, et 3cdise, Tellceh, Hefgeh SollcehR 31X Teh &1 Afgell ¥ TR-IN
ToITchR LA &

» On May 13, the Mahila Court in Coimbatore found all nine accused guilty and sentenced them
to life imprisonment.

* 13 HS I, HIAG T AT 3eTerd a1 Tl &t RTAAT Y St 3T 3R 3¢ 3M7afiaet HREmE
T ol GeATS |

* The court also ordered the Tamil Nadu government to pay a compensation of ¥85 lakh to eight
survivors of sexual assault.

* 37eTeld = Ig #r 31meer e f& fAeIg averr 316 At 3ciseT & i3 Afg3i it 285 o
H3TTaeT TR S|

What is the case?
HATHAT FAT 872

* On February 24, 2019, a college girl lodged a complaint with the Pollachi East police, alleging
sexual abuse by four men in a moving car near Pollachi 12 days ago.

* 24 AT 2019 Y, Teh Hiolal &l oIgehl o AlellTal ST Yo H Ueh R gof 418, fae 381
12 oot ggel Al & 91 Ueh Telcll R H TR GEST SaRT TieT SciigeT ol 3R ofammT|

» The 19-year-old was the first survivor to speak up against the group of youngsters, who had
allegedly been luring women and sexually assaulting them since 2016.

* 19 T oTShT 37 Jaehl & TWITh sielel aTell Tgell NISAT &=, =gl 2016 & A3 Y
Tl 3TanT AlaT ScdTseT fohar 2T|

» The perpetrators filmed these sexual acts, which they used for further exploitation.

* ITRITEET &7 3o TleT Sl T hod 1S, ToIEhT & TN & M7 & feIT ST it |

» The police took up the investigation and examined the mobile phones and laptops of the
accused.

» Gfere o Sirer Q% h1 3R IRTT & AleTger Biet 3R efuera s S |

» The gadgets contained numerous video clips of different women — from students to married
women — who had been sexually assaulted at various locations by the accused.

« 3T 3T  faffeet Afgemat — orEmit & oo [arfka afgenst aw — & w3 Az Faa 3,
Siee At T 9T IR garT SleT 3cdis fohar aram &

* Most of these crimes had taken place at a house of one of the accused, K. Thirunavukkarasu,
at Chinnappapalayam near Pollachi, around 50 km from Coimbatore city.
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« o7 39T H F TR GRTT Teh 3R, %ﬁw%mwgﬁ,ﬁqﬁaﬁ%w
Riesoqaeras 7 f&urd &, St ey ey & orererer 50 fahadt gT &

* On March 12, 2019, the State government directed the Crime Branch-CID to launch an
investigation.

* 12 AT 2019 F, Tod TGN o1 ORI ANGT-HIIMSST T AT A FLet T AT &2

» The case was later transferred to the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) on April 25, 2019.

» §1¢ H, 25 31%el 2019 I TG HAHIT a1 STrd sg (CBI) T AT &= arm|

What did the agency find?
TS A T 91T

* The central agency arraigned the accused including N. Sabarirajan (Rishwanth), K.
Thirunavukkarasu, M. Sathish, and others.

« FET T F IR, TSe1ed Tat. Ferdwratet (Reqe), . Riwergaraty, vA. afder 3k 3w
ATTA 8, Y RIS Feham|

» The agency found that Sabarirajan was the key perpetrator who lured the girls and women,
including the complainant.

« Uotdll & aT o FeRTolet HET ORI o1, foree) esfehat 3N Afgern3it s sgomar, foras
fRIpraceRar 8 emfder ot

* The first complainant, aged 19, was sexually assaulted on February 12, 2019, in a car on
Dharapuram Road.

* Gl RIS ehall, Toietehl 38 19 Aol &Y, 12 el 2019 T ERTIA US TR Teh HR A oA ScdiigeT
a:rf%\lwgél

» The accused filmed the assault and robbed her of a gold chain.

« 3RATAT & TleT 3cdiset &1 fhedt 718 3R 3@ var Aot 1 A e off|

* The girl informed her family only after the accused demanded sexual favours from her by
threatening to leak the video.

* SThI o 379 IRER 1 Shdel a8 FiAd fahar, ST ARITAT & NS s et FHr a7 Sa 399
it g T AT |

* Numerous videos of sexual assault were found on the laptops and mobile phones of the
accused.

« RITAAT & Sgerg 3R AGTser B & I Scdis & w5 difsr amv 77|
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* Using these, the police and the CBI identified the other accused and survivors.

* ST ATV T ITANT b, G 3R CBI o 31 IR 3R NfSat hr g |

» The case also stirred up political controversy as one of the accused, Arulanantham, was an
AIADMK student leader.

* 3T ATH o ToTalde [adre &t df Sea fear Fifer ueh 3R, 35dleicH, TSUSuHS & o
AT |

Who were the survivors?

fifsa sl a2

* Investigations revealed the accused targeted young girls and women from middle class and
lower socio-economic backgrounds.

« ST @ 9T <ol foh 3Rt o wegaeiia R T socio-3MRie qsas{fdr i Faforat 3R Afgensit
I LA ST

» Though the accused are suspected of sexually exploiting numerous women, only eight
survivors testified.

« gTetiTeh R W S A3 &1 JleT AMTUT et &7 21k AT, AfheT haet 36 Nl o ITamer &

» Some survivors stayed away from the investigation fearing their identities would be made
public.

« %o NSl o 379l TgHTeT ATdslieleh glel o ST Y ST § &Y TGl T |

How was the trial conducted?
HFCHT FH TeATIT TAT?

* A special court room facility was created at the Combined Court Complex in Coimbatore to
protect the identities of the survivors.

* PIGEEI & TYF AT IRET A NSl T TgeleT hr G & T Ueh faRIy i & glaer
TS TS|

» A chamber made of one-way glass prevented others from seeing the survivors during the trial.

* Ueh-cWT i H Foll haT o HeheH & SN gERi T NSl T Tt § e |

* The survivors were brought to court with extreme care, while the accused were produced
through videoconferencing.

- qfEal &1 37T Tahdr & AT TETald T 3T, S feh JATAAT hI NIZAT HISh AT & ATETH
T Oer R o
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TRIPOLI Libya armed group leader is
Libya armed group leader is a:mo;]g victims in Tripoli
among victims in Tripoli clashes ~ ©'2°"¢°
i . AT & e W & A
el Tast F AR v Afzay #
AT &

- Overnight clashes in Libya's
capital killed at least six
persons, with reports of an
armed group leader being killed.

" o SNTRrT F JTeT= # RIS dot
K |GS Paper I: Mapping | AFP ﬁm#mwmﬂﬂm, E 5

Overnight clashes in Libya’s capital killed at least six persons, with

reports of an armed group leader being killed. Clashes between Uch {ATT HHg & aiar $ sff g

rival armed groups broke out in Tripoli from 9:00 pm. Reports said ﬂ 3
Abdelghani al-Kikli, leader of the Support and Stability Apparatus $ Ecxl Tl %I

(SSA) which controls the district of Abu Salim, was killed. AFp

* Clashes between rival armed groups broke
out in Tripoli from 9:00 pm.

- Brel F gfededt aereT Fopgh & g HOy T 9 o § YF g3

* Reports said Abdelghani al-Kikli, leader of the Support and Stability Apparatus (SSA),
which controls the district of Abu Salim, was killed.

- ROEH & 378R, e 3rar-frget, gNe it wefaford vatexw (SSA) & aAdr, St arq wfaw
orer @ I d d &, T g1 &Y IS |

TOPICS COVERED GS Paper I1: Polity, Governance, and International
Relations)

1. India asserts J&K stand after U.S. claims
HR o AR qTal F 91 ST FIAN I IIT $& TS
ET
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2. PM calls for targeted intervention in TB elimination
efforts

el 3agerer YTl A AT gETAT AT weraHa r Irfier
3. Issue of duplication of EPIC numbers resolved, says
Election Commission

$iam$H Fat 1 Siera i wHEAT Forsr 7 ¢, AT AT

o gl

4. Prime message
T W

5. Education Without Employment in India
R # fraw faar e

6. The Syrian people do not want another centralised
regime in Syria’
HRTE wver AR 7 v 3R Fhpa arweT 7@ 9w @
7. U.S. Tariff Pause on Beijing Puts Pressure on ‘China-
Plus-One’ Countries

AR garT Aifsier o RE Aww F agar-caa-aor St W
gaTg gETT

8. India rolls over Treasury Bill worth $50 million to help
the Maldives

R o ATIEIT $T AGE & fAT 50 AferTsT staw 1 ol foer
e ey fmar
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India asserts J&K stand after U.S. claims

Kashmir a ‘bilateral’ issue to be addressed within
the framework of India-Pakistan ties, says MEA

S Paper II: India-Pakistan

Kallol Bhattacherjee
Suhasini Haidar

NEW DELHI
esponding to U.S.
RI‘resident Donald
Trump’s remarks

on the Kashmir issue, India
on Tuesday reiterated its
“long-standing  national
position” that regards Jam-
mu and Kashmir as a “bi-
lateral” issue to be ad-
dressed within the
framework of India-Pakis-
tan ties.

External Affairs Ministry
spokesperson Randhir Jais-
wal said the only subject
India wished to raise was
Pakistan-occupied Kash-
mir (PoK) and that the mat-
ter of India-U.S. trade did
not figure in the telephone
conversations the leader-
ship of India and the U.S.
held against the backdrop

of Operation Sindoor,
which targeted nine terror
locations inside Pakistan
and PoK on May 7.

“We have a long-stand-
ing national position that
any issues pertaining to the
Indian Union Territory of
Jammu and Kashmir have
to be addressed by India
and Pakistan bilaterally.
That stated policy has not
changed,” Mr. Jaiswal said,
adding, “The outstanding
matter is the vacating of il-
legally occupied Indian ter-
ritory [PoK] by Pakistan.”

Mr. Trump, who has
been speaking on his be-
hind-the-scene role in
bringing the hostilities bet-
ween India and Pakistan to
a pause, doubled down on
the same in a speech in
Saudi Arabia capital Ri-
yadh on Tuesday.

Shortly before India an-

Trade did not figure in talks the leadership of India,
U.S. held against the backdrop of Operation Sindoor

Clearing the air |

Trump/Rubio statements

= U.S. brokered India-
Pakistan ceasefire

= Agreement directly via DGMOs; it was
requested by Pak. due to ‘effective’ IAF strikes

India rebuts Trump's statements against the backdrop of Operation
Sindoor, the understanding between India and Pakistan

= Averted nuclear conflict

= Military action in conventional domain cnly

= Threatened to stop

trade

= Will mediate on

Kashmir

Operation Sindoor

PoK’s return

= No discussion on trade with U.S. during

= Talks will be bilateral, and topic will be

N

I\
o
1
L]

= Hyphenated

India and Pakistan

= India and Pakistan to
talk at neutral venue

]
= No hyphenation; international community
stands with India on terrorism
= No such discussion planned

nounced the “understand-
ing” to pause firing and
military action, Mr. Trump
had said in a post on Truth
Social on May 10 that the
US. had mediated bet-
ween India and Pakistan,
leading to a “full and im-
mediate ceasefire”. The an-

nouncements from the In-
dian side were made by
Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri and External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar the-
reafter. Pakistan’s Foreign
Minister Ishaq Dar an-
nounced the “ceasefire
with immediate effect” the

same evening.

On Monday, Mr. Trump
elaborated on his earlier
statements while interact-
ing with reporters at the
White House. “I said [to
the Indian and Pakistani
leadership], let’s stop it. If
you stop it, we're doing

India asserts J&K stand after U.S. claims

R o TANHY gTaT F T1e SFA-HHR I 3971 T7 Fase fHar

trade. If you don’t stop it,
we're not going to do any
trade,” Mr. Trump said. “I
think it could have been a
bad nuclear war. Millions
of people could have been
killed. So I'm very proud of
that,” he added.

‘Historic ceasefire’

Mr. Trump, who reached
Saudi Arabia on Tuesday,
reiterated his offer to pro-
mote trade and said his ad-
ministration brought about
a “historic ceasefire” bet-
ween India and Pakistan
after Operation Sindoor.
“Just days ago, my adminis-
tration successfully bro-
kered a historic ceasefire to
stop the escalating vio-
lence between India and
Pakistan, and I used trade
to a large extent to do it. 1
said, fellows let us do some
trade. Let us not trade nu-

External Affairs Ministry denies Trump’s claims of
a possible escalation involving a nuclear scenario

clear missiles,” Mr. Trump
said in a speech at the Sau-
di-U.S. Investment Forum.
He praised Secretary of
State Marco Rubio and
Vice-President J.D. Vance
for the pause in military ac-
tion between India and Pa-
kistan. However, Mr. Jais-
wal pushed back on the
reference to trade. He said
Operation Sindoor was
“entirely in the conven-
tional domain”, denying
Mr. Trump’s claims of a
possible escalation involv-
ing a nuclear scenario bet-
ween India and Pakistan.
“As you know, India has
a firm stance that it will not
give in to nuclear blackmail
or allow cross-border ter-
rorism to be conducted in-
voking it,” Mr. Jaiswal said.

PM AT ADAMPUR AIRBASE
» PAGE 5

Kashmir a ‘bilateral’ issue to be addressed within the framework of

India-Pakistan ties, says MEA

fader #raTera & FgT & FeAR v gfAweir Aeer & O sRa-wfreaer &
FaHl F o & i Gersarar s Wi

* India reiterated its long-standing national position that Jammu and Kashmir is a bilateral
issue to be addressed within the framework of India-Pakistan ties.

* 3T & YT o9 TAT T T 3T T TSET 5@ Y 2G0T 3 17, AR FelR v gfqehs Aear &
S8 s-arfrearer waet & S/ & $ficR el ST =gy |

» The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal emphasized that the

only issue India wanted to raise was Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK).

- Taer HATErT & Gaerd TR Sware A SR &7 foh R dhael arh-HfAFd FHR (PoK) 1
el 31T TGl &

* He clarified that India-U.S. trade was not discussed during recent telephonic talks between
Indian and U.S. leadership, which took place amid Operation Sindoor.
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g8, Sl JHToReret Rigy 1 qeos(fd # g3 o

* Operation Sindoor targeted nine terror locations inside Pakistan and PoK on May 7.
« 7 7% 1 JTaRereT R & dgd wifdhear 3K PoK & #fiaT st amadh foammeit a1 et e arar
a1l

* Mr. Jaiswal stated, “Any issues pertaining to the Indian Union Territory of Jammu and
Kashmir have to be addressed bilaterally by India and Pakistan.”

« AT STTHATS & g, “FF AR FHR F AT g anfia w&er & Gt ford 8t Heg &1 9k
3R arferedrer & dra gfawafr w7 & e ST =rigw )

* He added, “The outstanding matter is the vacating of illegally occupied Indian territory
[PoK] by Pakistan.”

« 35glel 31131 gl “FeT HEGT & 1o TTfehEcle] I T { FealT fFT 7T HRAT &1 (PoK) T
Grelr & |”

Trump’s Remarks and India’s Response

&7 Y Roafirat 3k s Y wfafa

* Donald Trump claimed to have played a behind-the-scenes role in stopping hostilities
between India and Pakistan.

» BeATes €0 o IR 3R TfhEdlel & sl AT Aehed H q& & A1 {fHeAT AT T grar foha|

* On May 10, Mr. Trump posted on Truth Social that the U.S. mediated a "full and immediate
ceasefire" between India and Pakistan.

- 10 7 1 A7 ¢ o T4 Wrerer I e foam i 3rARar o s 3R arferedrst & e qut 3w
dTchifereh e fame |

* On Monday, he elaborated at the White House, saying he told both sides: “Stop it or no
trade,” suggesting his influence in using trade as leverage.

« BIAAR &I 35611 S@TSE 813H & ATAR T Fgl fh 3egiet alail geil & aT: “S/ NehY LT SATIR
aﬁgﬁn,”u‘gﬁﬁﬁg@ﬁ:ﬁﬁrmaﬁm#wﬁsﬁmﬁml

* Mr. Trump said it “could have been a bad nuclear war” and claimed that "millions of people
could have been killed".

« A1 €U o g o T "Tei<elTeh ITATU] Jerr" S Fehell AT 3R g1 Foha foh “eir@l et AR o1 wehdl
&)
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» He expressed pride in stopping it, saying “I’'m very proud of that.”

* 3ogiel 3 AYehed T I STATAT AR e, “FH §6 W g I g7

Saudi Arabia Speech and Trade-Nuclear Comments

AT IRT H 1T 3R SATIR-gTHAT] feeafOrat

* During his speech at the Saudi-U.S. Investment Forum, Mr. Trump reiterated that his
administration brokered a historic ceasefire using trade diplomacy.

» TFEI-FARAY FAder FT o 379 A0 F A7 ET o QBT o IoTehl AIHR o SATIR FeaAfed &
aregH § Maefs geufam s

* He said, “Let us do some trade. Let us not trade nuclear missiles.”

» 37611 heT, “3MT3N HS SATIR FI| AT FAATSal 7 ATIR AL HY|”

» He also praised Secretary of State Marco Rubio and Vice-President J.D. Vance for their
roles in the ceasefire.

- Sogiol faeer Al AT TfaY 3R 37 egafa . Y. 39 S JeufaweT 7 oAt h TEeT H

India Denies Nuclear War Angle and Trade Connection
I o YLATO] S Y ATRAFT 3T SATIR Faer 1 Fier fram

* Mr. Jaiswal rejected Mr. Trump’s claims of a possible nuclear escalation and stated that
Operation Sindoor was conducted entirely in the conventional domain.

« Y SITHETe o A $T & AT THFG & &I hl @I [ 3R aT o sifavers AR awg @
IRIREF AT F1EErE AN

* He said, “India will not give in to nuclear blackmail or allow cross-border terrorism under
that pretext.”

» 3egiol hgl, “HR AT SelFATAT & 1T AET FThall A 58 T AT IR HcihaTg i AT
Tt gaml”

1971 War: It resulted in partition of Pakistan and Bangladesh was created and it culminated with
signing of Shimla Agreement.

Under Shimla Agreement both countries agreed to renamed ceasefire line as the Line of Control
(LoC).

Within the Shimla Agreement two countries agreed to resolve any bilateral disputes/issues
between the two bilaterally without involvement of any third party. They agreed to work
through the mechanism of bilateral working groups.

Following the 1971 war Pakistan realized its limitation in winning conventional wars against India.
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Therefore, it decided to change its strategy and has pursued: Proxy warfare by sponsoring cross
border terrorism; and pursued nuclear option to gain strategic parity with India.
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PM calls for targeted
intervention in TB
elimination efforts

IGS Paper II: Government Scheme |

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday under-
scored the importance of
targeted interventions and
technology-led outreach in
the fight against tuberculo-
sis, while chairing a high-
level review meeting on
the National TB Elimina-
tion Programme (NTEP) at
his official residence.

The Prime Minister em-
phasised the need to ana-
lyse TB patient data based
on urban-rural distinctions
and occupational catego-
ries. “This will help identi-
fy vulnerable groups re-
quiring early testing and
treatment, especially
workers in construction,
mining, textile and other
high-risk sectors,” Mr. Mo-
di observed.

Highlighting the curabil-
ity of TB with regular treat-
ment, the Prime Minister
said the public must be
made more aware, with
less fear and more sup-
port. He called upon
Nikshay Mitra — volunteers
who support TB patients,
to leverage digital plat-
forms and interactive tech-
nologies to engage with pa-
tients effectively.

He reiterated the role of
public participation and
cleanliness in the elimina-
tion strategy, and stressed
the importance of ensur-
ing that each patient re-

Between 2015 and 2023, ther
has been an 18% reduction in
TBincidence in India.

ceives
treatment.

During the meeting, the
Prime Minister reviewed
encouraging data from the
World Health Organiza-
tion’s Global TB Report
2024, which notes an 18%
reduction in TB incidence
in India - from 237 to 195
per lakh population bet-
ween 2015 and 2023 - dou-
ble the global pace. TB
mortality in India fell by
21%, and treatment cover-
age rose to 85%.

Officials also presented
updates on key infrastruc-
ture enhancements under
NTEP, including the expan-
sion of the TB diagnostic
network to 8,540 NAAT
(Nucleic Acid Amplifica-
tion Testing) laboratories
and 87 culture and drug
susceptibility testing labs.
The current diagnostic in-
frastructure includes over
26,700 X-ray units.

uninterrupted

: 9971932488

PM calls for targeted intervention
in TB elimination efforts

&l 3Faere Tl A wfeTd gEaay
Y TeTTHA AT 3refer

- Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Tuesday chaired a high-level review
meeting on the National TB Elimination
Programme (NTEP) at his official
residence.

o QUTHAT g ALY of AITAR HT 3T
anfaei e ) a7 &t 3o
FRIHA (NTEP) &Y 3Ta TqOT GHIET do

$Y IreFaTdr i

» He stressed the importance of targeted
interventions and technology-led outreach in the
fight against tuberculosis.

« 3giet &7 AT () & T&eTE oISTs H AR geaa
3R leAfarehr-amenRe 9gw & Fged W SR feram|

* The Prime Minister emphasised analysing TB
patient data based on urban-rural distinctions and
occupational categories.

* TUTAHAT o ergd-amafior 8 3R saraaRs qeit &
3T oY A& AFRAAY & 22T 1 [F2AT0T ey Fr
3RS AT R & ST

* He said this will help in identifying vulnerable
groups requiring early testing and treatment,
especially workers in construction, mining, textile,
and other high-risk sectors.

« 35511 e o 3HA fAAToT, Wetet, F9sT 3R 317 3=
SNTEH aTeY 83T 7 H1H el aTel HageTier Haggl i
STedl sira 3R s 7 A e
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* The Prime Minister highlighted that TB is curable with regular treatment, and the public
should be made more aware, with less fear and more support.

AT oF I IR fHAT for Ot AT 7R O S a1 si1 gFar 8, 31 31 ) SR,

FH 9ia 3R 310w Fgs T3 Srar anfe |

* He urged Nikshay Mitras — volunteers who support TB patients — to use digital platforms
and interactive technologies to engage with patients.

« 3ogiar A AT Y FETHAT FI I TETATH - FeIT A @ RBfSee cewe 3k sexufFea
ddsdlept & IYANIT AT HTEdTT fhaT|

* He reiterated the importance of public participation and cleanliness in TB elimination, and
stressed the need for uninterrupted treatment for every patient.

« 3ogiel Stet STINGRY 3R Fawsar 1 3fAewT 1 g 3R g1 Al & e faw sqar glafRaa
A T ITTIhT IR ol |

Progress and Achievements in TB Elimination

&t 3agere 7 warfaY 3R 3Tefeuat

» The Prime Minister reviewed encouraging data from the World Health Organization’s
Global TB Report 2024.

« TTTHAT o fared Tareey @ared Y dRas At R 2024 & urca dicwfgd FI arer 3iwe) Hr
THET |

» The report shows an 18% reduction in TB incidence in India — from 237 to 195 per lakh
population between 2015 and 2023, which is double the global pace.

« RUIE o 3TaR SR F el & ARTAT H 18% Y FHaT &of 1 318 — 2015 F 2023 & ey yiey arer
FTHEAT W 237 § T 195, S o dRae sitwra Ay gorar & e aifer &1

* TB mortality in India has fallen by 21%, and treatment coverage has risen to 85%.

« R A At 7Y X A 21% A FARTEE 3 & 3R 3TAR Faksr St 85% 81 I ¢

Infrastructure Enhancements under NTEP

NTEP & d&d Ifaard) o< & gur

« Officials presented updates on infrastructure upgrades, including the expansion of TB
diagnostic network to 8,540 NAAT (Nucleic Acid Amplification Testing) laboratories.

* ATAHIRAT A AT g H GUR A SAR <, Frwat St fagret Aeas &1 faedr 8,540
NAAT (FgfFae tRlis wrcafranere efecr) saeremansit o enfae g
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* They also reported the presence of 87 culture and drug susceptibility testing labs across

the country.

« 3ogiel & T H 87 Fea AN JHiwfer wagerefterar qdiaror yaereman3it v Hisgel S Sirerehry &

» The current diagnostic infrastructure also includes over 26,700 X-ray units.

« IAATS ST 3TTETTT 7 26,700 T 30F vFq-Y sFhsar off anfaer &

Issue of duplication of EPIC numbers
resolved, says Election Commission

|GS Paper II: Elections

Sreeparna Chakrabar
NEW DELHI

The Election Commission
(EC) on Tuesday said it had
resolved the long-pending
problem of duplication of
voter ID card numbers and
issued fresh elector photo
identity cards (EPIC) to
those who faced the issue.

The 10-digit EPIC num-
ber is issued by the EC to
each elector. The number
is a unique alphanumeric
code assigned to each re-
gistered elector to prevent
impersonation.

West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee had
earlier alleged that multi-
ple voters in the State had
the same EPIC number.
The Congress too had
raised the issue.

EC sources said that in
order to resolve the pro-
blem of duplication of
numbers, the entire data-

On average, about one voter in
four polling stations faced the
duplication issue, sources said.

base of over 99 crore elec-
tors was searched by the
Chief Electoral Officers
(CEO) of all the 36 States
and Union Territories and
electoral registration offic-
ers of all the 4,123 Assemb-
ly constituencies in all the
10.5 lakh polling stations. It
was found that on average,
about one voter in four
polling stations faced the
issue of EPIC number du-
plication, they added.
There are nearly 1,000
electors per  polling
station.

“During the field-level
verification, it was found
that holders of such similar
EPIC numbers were ge-
nuine electors in different
Assembly constituencies
and different polling sta-
tions. All such electors
have since been issued
new EPICs with new num-
bers,” a senior official of
the EC told The Hindu.

Flagging the issue of EP-
IC number duplication in
West Bengal on February
27, Ms. Banerjee alleged
that the ruling BJP at the
Centre, “with the blessings
of Election Commission of
India”, was including vo-
ters from other States in
the West Bengal voters’
list.

Two days later, the EC
said that irrespective of the
EPIC number, a person can
cast vote only once at their
designated polling stations
in their respective consti-

tuencies in their States or
Union Territories. It had
said that it would remove
the duplication and ensure
that each voter gets a un-
ique EPIC number.

The Trinamool, howev-
er, rejected the EC clarifi-
cation saying it was a “cov-
er-up” and it was
impossible for voters in
two different constituen-
cies to have the same EPIC
number, citing the panel’s
own handbook.

‘Will not impact results’
Every voter’s name is on
the electoral roll of the
polling station where she is
an ordinary resident. Hav-
ing similar EPIC numbers
never enabled any such
person to vote at any other
polling station. Thus, the
issue of duplication of EPIC
numbers could not have
impacted the results of any
elections, it said.

Issue of duplication of EPIC numbers resolved, says Election

Commission

SRS a3t Fr e F WHATAT GoIsT $ §, TeATd AT F FgT

- The Election Commission (EC) on Tuesday said it had resolved the
long-pending problem of duplication of voter ID card numbers and
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iIssued fresh Elector Photo Identity Cards (EPIC) to those who faced
the issue.

* AT AT (EC) A HIAAR T FgT & W AdGIAT Igdret 9 i hr
QYT Y o WA W wif e gaear st gersn foan ¢ 3K et Aacransit # a8
e g% off, 3% AT §hamde 1S I F o v )

» The 10-digit EPIC number is a unique alphanumeric code assigned to each registered
elector to prevent impersonation.

+ 10-37%1 T SAITEH FIT TeAsh Golihc AGTAT T TfATIOT Aahet & ToIT Teh Srgfaeiy
HEPIANF HI3 & & 7 &A1 ST &

* West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee had earlier alleged that multiple voters in
the State had the same EPIC number.

- GfReH ST Y FEAHA AAAT FeTsil o Tgol IR ST AT Foh T H S AT o I
AT $AITEA A |
* The Congress had also raised the issue.

« A = 3 57 Heg ol 3o ATl

» EC sources said that to resolve the problem, the entire database of over 99 crore electors
was searched by Chief Electoral Officers (CEQOSs) of all 36 States and Union Territories, and
by electoral registration officers of all 4,123 Assembly constituencies and 10.5 lakh
polling stations.

« ST AT & ST o THEAT Y GorsT= o [T 99 F3 @ HAF AGSIAT3HT F QX 3TH T 36
Tt 3R Fg anfaa v F FET atEe srfteRat 31 4,123 Rremerasm &=t g 10.5 @
AT Fal & foraTaet gsfieor srfaaIRET gary @errer 1|

« It was found that on average, about one voter in every four polling stations faced the issue
of EPIC number duplication.

« g YT 31T o 3Ad 8X IR AdEI Sl A T U AderdT il SHIMEH Fa Y Sgng
HATAT T FIHAT ST 937

» There are nearly 1,000 electors per polling station.
* U AdGIeT ohg IR SI9THET 1,000 AAGIAT 81T & |

 During the field-level verification, it was found that holders of similar EPIC numbers were
genuine electors in different Assembly constituencies and polling stations.

- HeTe TR 9 TGS F SR 917 737 TR TATT SNIMEHT SR I@sT aTed AT arEdd H
faffesr Rremerae &¥a1 it Aqge Hal 7 du AqgEr )
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« All such electors have since been issued new EPICs with new numbers, a senior EC
official said.

« AT AT F TF aes HAFR F FgT o 0 Tl AeAeran3il 1 7T Fa:i & qrer v ShnsH
1S S T R atw &)

* On February 27, Ms. Banerjee had alleged that the ruling BJP at the Centre, “with the
blessings of the Election Commission of India”, was including voters from other States in
the West Bengal voters’ list.

* 27 BTl T G TeToll o IRIT ST foh vy H TATEG HTeTdT, "0 foraTeret 3maer r weafa
", I ASAT F AAGTAIINT T TR T Y FAarar g 7 A T E 5

* On February 29, the EC said that irrespective of the EPIC number, a person can vote only
once at their designated polling station in their respective State or Union Territory.

« 29 HIa Y ST o gl for SRITE FAax T 51 oY @), 1S AP Shaol 39 AUTRT AT Fg
W & 319 GTd T AT g AT 92T H T IR &) AdGH H ThaT g

» The EC said it would remove the duplication and ensure each voter gets a unique EPIC
number.

- $HT Y vgT foh g QYeXTd T FATCA LM 3N Tedeh HGIAT i FEfadrr SRImEH Faw giafRaa
A

* The Trinamool Congress rejected the EC clarification, calling it a "cover-up" and said that it
was impossible for voters in two different constituencies to have the same EPIC number,
citing the EC’s own handbook.

-Wmﬁéﬁa:mvawaﬁ"mmm'mgumﬁawﬁmsmwﬁ;a
3TTIT-3relaT faTereT &¥a & AdCTaT3it & ure FATT SHNHEH AT gl HAHT &, 3o61o1 S8 h Ga
ARG IR F1 garer |

‘Will not impact results’

‘qROTAT 9 HI$ YHTT AT G397

* Every voter's name is on the electoral roll of the polling station where they are an ordinary
resident.

» X AdCIT &1 ATH 38 AT e Y AT G & g1aT &, 5767 dg THeg T ¥ forara FHar g

* Having similar EPIC numbers never enabled any person to vote at another polling station.

- FAT §RASH Faw g & el ot cafor 1 el 311 FagTeT S TR AGTT e B eTATT
FafT 8T el
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* Thus, the issue of duplication of EPIC numbers could not have impacted the results of any

elections.

- safIT, $ArIMSH! Fal i g Fr FHEAT FH el it Forg F aRoTAT W FE weE AL 9B

g trre griainpu oy

[GS Paper II: India-Pakistan |

Prime message
India must mobilise global opinion
against Pakistan’s nuclear threats

rime Minister Narendra Modi’s address to
P the nation on Monday night and his visit

to the Adampur base of the Indian Air
Force in Punjab on the frontlines with Pakistan
on Tuesday were reassuring for the nation that
has been in the midst of a volatile conflict. Mr.
Modi reiterated India’s revised strategy of res-
ponding to terrorism with clarity and resolve. For
one, India is no longer willing to concede the fig
leaf of an explanation often offered by Pakistan
that terrorists were non-state actors acting inde-
pendently of the state. Operation Sindoor is on-
going, but it is also a continuation of this new
strategic approach which earlier manifested, less
successfully, in the surgical strikes of 2016 and
Balakot airstrikes of 2019. India is willing to en-
gage with Pakistan diplomatically, but only on
the central and relevant question of terrorism
emanating from that country and the status of Pa-
kistan-occupied Kashmir. Mr. Modi also made it
clear that India would stay the course on the deci-
sion to suspend the Indus Waters Treaty. Though
Mr. Medi did not directly join issue with U.S. Pre-
sident Donald Trump on his claim that his admi-
nistration brokered the understanding berween
New Delhi and Islamabad, he was categorical in
his assertion that India would be guided entirely
by its national interest in deciding its future
course of action. Further moves by India will de-
pend on how Pakistan responds to the changed
approach of India and the new realities.

Mr. Modi’s visit to Adampur, 100 km from the
border and also a site of India’s Russian-made
S-400 air defence system, disproved Pakistan’s
claim that the base was hit during the recent mil-
itary face off. That said, there is a need to insulate
strategy from populist sloganeering and prime-
time TRP wars. India’s stakes are high, and they
must not be held hostage by the designs of Pakis-
tan’s terrorists, which are of course unaccepta-
ble. Quiet diplomacy and covert operations may
not be suitable for TRP media wars but can be ex-
tremely useful in the pursuit of the country’s stra-
tegic interests. While India should not be unset-
tled by Pakistan’s nuclear sabre-rattling, it is also
time India took the lead with other partner coun-
tries to start a new global conversation on the
risks of nuclear weapons. The dangers of a nu-
clear conflict are far too serious to be ignored,
and discussions within India and the world
should be cognisant of that. While India’s posi-
tion against third-party interference in India-Pa-
kistan relations is a historically established posi-
tion, it must also build global opinion against
Pakistan’s strategy of terrorism and nuclear
blackmail.

Prime message
Tl T

- Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s address to the
nation on Monday night and his visit to the
Adampur base of the Indian Air Force in Punjab
on Tuesday were reassuring for the nation that
has been in the midst of a volatile conflict.

AR s1g A FT WHGR I TS T FaTerT 3T
HITSTAR 1 GoTTd & A AT 3753 I TifhedreT
AT F I SoTehT AT AU F FAT 3META FIA arelt o,
S T 3YA-GY X HEY F o & 41|

* Mr. Modi reiterated India’s revised strategy of responding to
terrorism with clarity and resolve.

AT AET o 3TdhdIE, &l STaTd TISEAT 3T ThoT & 1Y & & [T AR
$r TN TN S|

* India is no longer willing to concede the fig leaf of an explanation
often offered by Pakistan that terrorists were non-state actors acting
independently of the state.

HRT 379 TTfehEdTeT SaRT AR &Y ST aTell 38 SITEAT ol FdlehX
e & foIT IR 78T &, THTs gt S1ar o1 fo 3dehardy IR-Ts
AT & S ToT F T & H HTH AWK &

» Operation Sindoor is ongoing, but it is also a continuation of this
new strategic approach which earlier manifested, less successfully,
in the surgical strikes of 2016 and Balakot airstrikes of 2019.

HTere fHey ST &, oifehet Ig 58 15 T0Teilicleh gisceptur & faieaidr
ot &, St ugel 2016 Fr TioTre TesH 3R 2019 & STATHIC §ATS §HAI
ﬁww%wmg@aﬁl
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* India is willing to engage with Pakistan diplomatically, but only on the central and relevant
guestion of terrorism emanating from that country and the status of Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir.

HRC TTfehEdlel & HTY Halidh T F Hale e I R &, Afehet dhdel 38 0 A 3o
3TdehaTg 3R UIfhedTe & st dTel HIHR AT AT & e 3Ryt geT W&

* Mr. Modi also made it clear that India would stay the course on the decision to suspend the
Indus Waters Treaty.

A1 AT ¥ g o Tuse TR o TR $3W atex A1t &l [Aeifad et o ot o) 31f3er 3gam|

* Though Mr. Modi did not directly join issue with U.S. President Donald Trump on his claim
that his administration brokered the understanding between New Delhi and Islamabad, he was
categorical in his assertion that India would be guided entirely by its national interest in deciding
its future course of action.

gretiteh 2 AT o AN Wegufy Betes TFT & 39 g9 T W fare AT fovar fo 3ah AR
= feeelr 3R SEATATEIG & ST TASIAT FRIAT, 3opiel Tg TS [T o R 39T 7T & F1
ST B! TF HA THT hadl 31T TSERT Bl T ARTGRIT gemm|

* Further moves by India will depend on how Pakistan responds to the changed approach of
India and the new realities.

TR T 31T3Y T FIRATSAT 3 a1 WX TAIR L o arfehedtet IRA Fr sgeldr 0T 3R =18
IEATAhar3il & I Fa gfafshar ¢ar gl

* Mr. Modi’s visit to Adampur, 100 km from the border and also a site of India’s Russian-
made S-400 air defence system, disproved Pakistan’s claim that the base was hit during the
recent military face-off.

A ANEY AT IEHYT FT=T, S HAT H 100 Fohat g & 3R R & wlt AT S-400 aryg T gorredt &t
T &, o IFREATE o 3 19 T el foh gTel Y A= Tohird o RTT 58 3758 T gl g3 2T

» That said, there is a need to insulate strategy from populist sloganeering and primetime TRP
wars.

Ig gl AT & foh TOTATT T cllehefeiTaet AReTSl R ISHCTSH TRP et & 37elaT it &l
HGITFHAT B |

* India’s stakes are high, and they must not be held hostage by the designs of Pakistan’s
terrorists, which are of course unacceptable.

W@ra‘i'q’agﬁwﬁ%,WﬁW%Wﬁﬁ@rWﬁ?mﬁda*aﬁww
Ifge, St fAEeg 3T §

* Quiet diplomacy and covert operations may not be suitable for TRP media wars but can
be extremely useful in the pursuit of the country’s strategic interests.
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o el 3R ol JiaereT TRP #if3ar ggut & forw suged et 8 dehd &, it T &
Jorsifae el $r wifta & 3rcda 3uaeh g @ &1
* While India should not be unsettled by Pakistan’s nuclear sabre-rattling, it is also time India

took the lead with other partner countries to start a new global conversation on the risks of
nuclear weapons.

STeifeh 87T ohY ATfehecilel Sl TRATU] & RATRT hr eraehl & TR =7gT gl =IMe T, Tg FH & fob 8T
3T FRIER &t 3 A2 FAehT TRAT] AR & Tert ) veh 18 3Rae ==t g H|

» The dangers of a nuclear conflict are far too serious to be ignored, and discussions within India
and the world should be cognizant of that.

Teh TRATI] HEY o Gl AoR37areT i %%Uagﬁﬁm%,ﬁ?ﬂﬂﬁ%@mémﬂmﬂiﬁsﬂ
ST O 37997 gleil A1fg T

* While India’s position against third-party interference in India-Pakistan relations is a
historically established position, it must also build global opinion against Pakistan’s strategy of
terrorism and nuclear blackmail.

STafeh TR T HRA-UIRREATT TaUT 7 X 9T FI gTdaTd & s o9 s &9 & Tmad
©, 30 TfehElel T 3Tcehdre A TATI] selerAfeler i 0T & f@ert df¥aes T o Sl
ElRY
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In India, education without employment

[GS Paper |1 Education ]

n defending the educational policies of the
present government, it has been claimed
that education has been freed from the
shackles of previous governments: Atal
Tinkering Labs, coding right from middle school,
the recruitment of Scheduled Caste/Scheduled
Tribe teachers, and the empowerment of Muslim
girl students. But primarily, it is stated that the
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 “will
enable an educational renaissance”.

In all these utterances, the seminal point that
is forgotten is that our educational system
remains clueless about the shape-shifting
marketplace — namely, the employability of our
graduates as a workforce.

Education has many purposes. It enables, it
enervates and elevates. As Vivekananda said,
education empowers one to stand on one’s own
feet. After 75 years of foolishly gambling
excellence for equity, India has squandered both.
Young people are unable to find meaningful
employment that is commensurate with any
training that they may have received. The degrees
they have are not worth the paper on which they
are printed.

It is irrelevant that these problems were
created or ignored by the Congress pot or the
Bharatiya Janata Party kettle. The present lawfully
elected government has the responsibility to
cleanse these Augean stables. Never mind that
the NEP 2000 is the fourth such document that
was supposed to do this after the Radhakrishnan
Commission (1948); the Kothari Commission
(1966) and the Officers’ Commission (1985).

A good education is one with an optimum of
depth and breadth. Depth alone imparts the
technical expertise for employability. Breadth
provides flexibility in a rapidly changing Artificial
Intelligence-driven ecosystem, where those in the
job market need to constantly re-train themselves
to avoid extinction.

A high rate of educated unemployment
There is barely any evidence, four years on, that
any of the NEP recommendations have been put
into effect. In 2025, India’s overall graduate
employability rate is 42.6%, which is practically
the same as the 44.3% of 2023. Similarly,
knowledge-intensive employment in the year
2023 only stands at 11.72%. Multiple entries and
exits, a hallmark of NEP, have only created
low-quality and poorly paying e-commerce jobs.
The high rate of educated unemployment
today shows that education in India is actually
disempowering students. The NEP is a retreat to
the Vannevar Bush model of the mid-20th
century U.S. without its financial cushioning. The
NEP is outdated and financially unviable in the
India of 2025. With lip service paid to ‘new’ ideas
such as Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS), mother
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tongue learning, changing history textbooks,
flexible curricula and a complete absence of
methodology to effect its recommendations, the
NEP is a dead fish in the water. It depends on
course choice alone to correct imbalances,
notwithstanding that the course content itself
may be unworkable. It is noteworthy that there
was not a single member from industry or the
business sectors in the committee that drafted the
NEP.

A good university seamlessly integrates
breadth with depth. It is claimed that there has
been a remarkable improvement from the past in
that 11 Indian universities are ranked in the top
QS World University Rankings (WUR) 500, clearly
echoing the selective narrative of Nunzio
Quacquarelli, CEO of QS, who was generous in his
praise of India, while releasing WUR 25. Mr.
Quacquarelli quoted the 318% increase in the
performance of Indian universities, as the highest
growth among the G-20 nations, quietly avoiding
mention of both India’s low ranking (above 100)
and low publication quality. To wit, India’s
Category Normalized Citation Impact (CNCI) rank
(an indicator of publications quality) during
2008-19 which was 17th among 19 countries in the
G-20, inched up admirably to 16th position in
2024. Such ‘increases’ have been touted by the
Ministry in its Press Information Bureau press
release of February 13, 2025. It has also been
claimed that this is the year when Indian
universities showcased the highest performance
improvement among all G-20 nations. It is
unbelievable that in this digital era, the
government has failed to recognise and
understand the commercial implications of QS,
THE and similar agencies and the reasons for
their skewed and deceptive analyses.

A missing transparency on projects

Mega research projects were carried out with
great fanfare and amidst a media blitz in the past.
These included the New Millennium project
(CSIR-NMITLI), the $10 Akash tablet project, and
the IMPRINT (IMPacting Research INnovation and
Technology) project (MHRD).

These projects were in the limelight for years,
but the public is not aware of the emergence of
the intended products or processes from these
projects, on which hundreds of crores of taxpayer
money has been spent. It does not matter
whether these projects were initiated or shut
down by the Congress or the BJP. What we, as
taxpayers, want to know is if these projects were
value for money.

India’s Global Innovation Index (GII)
represents the innovation capabilities of India.
Our ranks in 2014, 2015 and 2024 were 76, 81, and
39. Malaysia and Tiirkiye lead India in GIT with
ranks of 33 and 37, respectively. The Gl reveals

Education Without Employment in India

AT A e 9= Vs9R

the world’s top S&T clusters in two innovation
metrics: published patent applications and
published scientific articles. India has four
clusters with ranks of 56 (Bengaluru), 63 (Delhi),
82 (Chennai) and 84 (Mumbai). The Bengaluru
cluster is often touted as an unparalleled rival to
Silicon Valley, particularly with respect to the
numbers of startups and Unicorns. However, its
56th rank needs to be compared to the
sixth-ranked Silicon Valley cluster. In terms of
cluster intensity of the top 100, Bengaluru at 94
followed by Chennai at 96, Delhi at 98, and
Mumbai at 99 pale in comparison to San Jose-San
Francisco (Silicon Valley) at 2 and Cambridge at 1.
The number of Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT)
applications per capita and scientific publications
per capita for the Silicon Valley cluster are 7885
and 9211, respectively. The corresponding
numbers for the Bengaluru cluster are 313 and
1077. Samsung Electronics (South Korean) is the
leading patentee in Bengaluru. No further
comment is necessary.

The subject of start-ups

There is no point talking about start-ups, when
we do not know what they mean. Start-ups in
China, the U.S. and Israel tackle semiconductor
technology, how to refine rare earth elements
with ecological sensitivity and how to make
metformin cheaper. In contrast, our government
lauds new apps that hawk food products. India
cannot have start-ups without indigenous
technology. It cannot have indigenous technology
without indigenous science. It cannot have
indigenous science without indigenous quality
education, sans political agendas. Two-wheeler
kiranas are not startups.

Contrary to the thinking of the Education
Ministry, the University Grants Commission
(UGC) remains an instrument of control. It always
has been and there is no justification for this
antediluvian organisation to have both regulatory
and financial control over universities. Can the
UGC present a single piece of hard data showing
that changes in pedagogy and syllabus have had a
positive effect? In other words, how relevant are
these changes, if any, to industry, skilling, and
employability? India would probably be better off
if the UGC was shut down. Sitting UGC chairs,
vice-chancellors, directors and ministers need
not appear in national dailies peddling their
policies and propaganda ad nauseam. Their job is
to execute policy, not talk about it, and to ensure
decent employability for the youth. It is our job,
as independent academics, to write in the
newspapers, if they do not do their job.

“When stupidity is considered patriotism, it is
unsafe to be intelligent” — Isaac Asimov

The views expressed are personal
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- In defence of the present government's educational policies, it is
claimed that education has been freed from previous constraints—
through Atal Tinkering Labs, coding from middle school, recruitment
of Scheduled Caste/Scheduled Tribe teachers, and empowerment of
Muslim girl students.

* TAHATT TR T ATeTeh ATt & srra # 7 grar fonar Sirdr & T fA6T & agel T aremsit @ Fqaa

Y feam arar §—51 o sreer RRar dew, AR Toer @ FfEwr, sqqfaa snfasegfaa seenfa
fRratent Y arclf, 3 R STHHT FT TAFT FATAT|

* It is primarily stated that the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 will enable an
educational renaissance.

« HET T § g gl STl ¢ fob Iserr et Aifer (NEP) 2020 v de1fOre qersiieror &1 Hora
STt

» However, the key issue ignored in all these statements is that India’s educational system
remains clueless about the changing job market and the employability of its graduates.

et 31 ol STl TSI HET Hee T AoR3ieTsT [T 34T &, 98 Fg8 & 7o s hr et
qorTelY 3737 8 Fgerd USTR A9 31X TATAT Y ASRIRATIAT T I IETSE |

Purpose of Education and Current Reality

fRYaTr &1 g7 3R AT IFAfdwar

» Education has many purposes — it enables, enervates, and elevates. As Swami
Vivekananda said, education must empower one to stand on one’s own feet.

- AT & S 36T Bl & — TE TUFT FAT! §, FASR et § 31X 3ot &t ¥ s & v
faaeeg o7 argr a1, R8T & 30T SAferd T Faaad! STl glell ATRT|

* After 75 years of prioritising equity over excellence, India has lost both.

« 75 TSt Ioh Iceedn Y AT T FATTAT H1 TRAITASAT &4 & d16, HR = axat & Rar g

* Youth today are unable to find meaningful employment, regardless of their educational
gualifications.

* 37TST & JaT, 379e1T QfeTeh AT & Sraefe, AT SR Jred el & IqAY &

* Their degrees are not worth the paper they are printed on.

« 37T 2T 39 FreTer & o ot AT &, 'Sw o 3 = €

Responsibility of Present Government

TAATT THR Y ARy
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* It doesn’'t matter if these problems were created by Congress or BJP, the current elected
government has the responsibility to clean up the system.

« g AT oTg] W foh T THEITT S o §a1s 2 I1 H1e19T o, AT fAaifad R &r
fSFAeRY ¢ fh a8 50 caavyr Y TFE |

» The NEP 2020 is the fourth such attempt, following the Radhakrishnan Commission
(1948), Kothari Commission (1966), and the Officers’ Commission (1985).

« NEP 2020 3H f&=r # =T 9am4 &, SHE Ug el TUTFHSOT HTANT (1948), FISKRY 3TN (1966) 3R
srferaRat T 3T (1985) 3 g B

What Good Education Should Be
I=aT e Y @ TfRT

» Good education must provide both depth and breadth.

« 37T TSI Mg 3R ATIFaT St gleAT AR

» Depth provides technical expertise necessary for employability.

* TGS AT I AHeAIhT G&TAT Y&Ted Ll & off USTIR o foll T B

* Breadth gives flexibility in a rapidly evolving Al-driven ecosystem, where constant
retraining is required.

- RFaR U Al @ SEerd Al-3TeTRE aTdraRer # Feiare YeT Hidl 8, Sigl delar e Fiyafor
Y TG Bl & |

Educated but Unemployed
fAafera afda SR

 Even after four years, there is little evidence that NEP 2020 recommendations have been
implemented.

* IR AT ST &, Tg HA F&T & 7 NEP 2020 Y FAwIReiT At o1 foham aram g

* In 2025, graduate employability rate is just 42.6%, similar to 44.3% in 2023.
+ 2025 H T USTIR &T hdol 42.6% &, ST 2023 & 44.3% & AT g

* In 2023, knowledge-intensive employment was just 11.72%.

« 2023 H ATA-HTTRA VSR haol 11.72% AT

* NEP’s feature of multiple entries and exits has resulted in low-quality, poorly paying e-
commerce jobs.
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» NEP ¥ %% o waer 3R e 1 Qe & el et aporaan 3R 3 aeteT arelt §-Hiad
ARt scaea HI |

* The high rate of educated unemployment indicates that education is actually
disempowering students.

- R S Y 3= X I8 Era & T eI areaa & o137 & 3raered 941 W gl

Flawed NEP Model and Lack of Planning
eI NEP ATs 3T JsTelm & H#t

* NEP 2020 resembles the outdated Vannevar Bush model of mid-20th century America, but

without its financial support.

» NEP 2020 Q1= Vannevar Bush &g (208l HET & #HeT &l AR Alse) SIaT 8, Afehat 350
T wrarder & T

* NEP 2020 is financially unviable in India’s current situation.

« IR I adATA AT H NEP 2020 AT ¥ @ 3rcgagI &

» Terms like Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS), mother tongue learning, changing
textbooks, and flexible curricula are mentioned without any implementation methodology.

* S Aeg — HRART AT YOITelY (IK'S), AT H R8T, rgaqedst # agaa, 3R arhar
ISTHHA — T &, olfchel SeToh THTA fhaTeaas Y 1§ AT AT 81

* NEP assumes course choice alone will solve issues, while ignoring the quality and content
of those courses.

« NEP #ATSTCH § o dharel HRY Y 980e & THEIIT gl §9N, STelfh g 31 HIaT Y ayoraar iR
frseraeg 1 AoR3iars A B

* Notably, no member from industry or business was included in the NEP drafting
committee.

« Ieal@Y & T NEP #ater afafar 7 3g30r a1 SR &9 #1 F1§ g6 781 27

Misleading Rankings and Narratives

* Itis claimed that 11 Indian universities are now ranked in top 500 QS World University
Rankings (WUR).

- g graT fara a1 § o6 11 Rl Rrafag@mera 3@ QS fava Rrafagamera Wker (WUR) & ofid
500 HA 7
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* This echoes the narrative of QS CEO Nunzio Quacquarelli, who praised India for a 318%
performance increase among G-20 nations.

« I8 QS F WA FoATIAT FdFaXel T STl Y BT &, [Swg 1ol HRA T G-20 ¥ # 318%
yeeler gefer & forw wer|

» However, India’s low overall ranking (above 100) and low research quality are ignored.

-+ Afthet TR 1 Frer YT (100 A F9R) 3R o 2fver Fporarem 1 AoR3ieTST fovam T &

* India’s Category Normalized Citation Impact (CNCI) was 17th among 19 G-20 nations
(2008-19) and only improved to 16th in 2024.

« HRA T Aoft FrATNFT TG Foa (CNCI) 2008-19 H G-20 & 19 ot 7 173 FAT W 2 3R
2024 # 163 FT W TEAT|

» Such marginal increases were celebrated in the Press Information Bureau release on
February 13, 2025.

« U AT T FY 13 HIEE 2025 T 97 FIAAT 70 A AT 7 scwaqds weqa o =)

* The government fails to recognize the commercial motives and manipulative nature of
rankings by agencies like QS and THE.

« TEHR Tg FAT H Awer W § 7 QS 3R THE ST vt it ¥feher & Ui curaanias 3gged
3R s RAedvor g1

A Missing Transparency on Projects

qRATST31 9T IREfRar H HHT

* Mega research projects were launched in the past with great publicity and media coverage,
including the New Millennium project (CSIR-NMITLI), the $10 Akash tablet project, and the
IMPRINT (IMPacting Research INnovation and Technology) project (MHRD).

- ool aut 7 oYy 3R AT Fader & @y w3 93 e aRASETT IqE A9, ST 7
s Maee (CSIR-NMITLI), $10 T 3Th1er Eaele Nawe, 31 IMPRINT (IMPacting
Research INnovation and Technology) Wstee (MHRD) efA« &

* These projects remained in the spotlight for years, but the public has not been informed
about the actual outcomes or products developed through them, despite hundreds of crores
of taxpayer money being spent.

« Y gRIATSTATY aut qe Tt A T, AfoheT SToTar o Tg 8T IarT 3137 foh 398 & aredfa® 391 a1
Wwﬁaﬁ,mﬁ%mﬂﬁﬁﬁ%ﬂﬁmmwgl

* It is irrelevant whether these projects were started or closed by the Congress or BJP; what
matters is whether they were worth the money.
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ASTTT & & o i
India’s Global Innovation Index (Gll)
HRA FT IRaTF TR FI&iF (GlI)

* India ranked 76 in 2014, 81 in 2015, and 39 in 2024 in the Global Innovation Index (GllI).
« 7 & ARgF FaER I (Gll) 7 2014 F 76dT, 2015 F 8147, 31 2024 F 39aT AT Jred

R

» Malaysia and Turkiye are ahead of India with ranks of 33 and 37, respectively.

» FAARIAT 3R RFA 7T & 31 &, TSrevehy Iehar 33 31k 37 B

* Gll highlights top S&T (Science & Technology) clusters based on patent applications and
scientific publications.

- Gll 3501 3 Ty (S&T) Forred ! ¥ee Hagal 3N e @t & 3R 9T ¥ &ear
gl

* India has four clusters ranked at 56 (Bengaluru), 63 (Delhi), 82 (Chennai), and 84
(Mumbai).

+ TR 7 IR ForeeX § FeTehr It 56 (F91e7%), 63 (Reel), 82 (Iw=7), 3R 84 (H=E) B

+ Although Bengaluru is often compared to Silicon Valley in terms of start-ups and Unicorns,
its rank of 56 is far behind Silicon Valley’s rank 6.

« ST T IFI FErEHeH AR Ifawiedt & fogrer & Rafaamter et & gorem i el 8, e
a3 56 8, ST Rfewia 3ot i1 ¥w 6 F sga S 2

* In terms of cluster intensity, Bengaluru ranks 94, Chennai 96, Delhi 98, and Mumbai 99,
compared to San Jose-San Francisco (rank 2) and Cambridge (rank 1).

» FAEET Y AIFdT & FAH H, T[T 94, JeoTs 96, el 98, 3R 7S 99 T W §, Siafer A1
-d wifder 3F 2) 31k Feger (7 1) &

» Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) applications per capita and scientific publications per
capita in Silicon Valley are 7885 and 9211, respectively.

- faferie deh 7 ufa =afFa 9 (PCT) 3maea 3R denfas @t S Tear swaen: 7885 3R 9211
gl

* In comparison, Bengaluru’s numbers are only 313 (PCT applications) and 1077 (scientific
publications).

» olelT #, A3Te[T hl HEAT shlel 313 (PCT HTASe) 3R 1077 (dATforeh TohTereT) & |
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« Samsung Electronics (South Korea) is the top patentee in Bengaluru.

« F57Her aFci e (Gfavor FREm) deree # offf 9 unF B

The Subject of Start-ups
¥eresrey #1 faw

» There is no point in talking about start-ups if we don’t define what they actually mean.

« TETEHTH & IR H ST FLAT eqY § 379X §H TG oT8T SileTc 1o SoAhT 37 4T &

* In China, the U.S., and Israel, start-ups work on semiconductors, eco-friendly rare earth
processing, and affordable medicine like metformin.

S fr ATHITHT T H1H = B

* In contrast, Indian government celebrates apps selling food products, which is not genuine
technological innovation.

- 5% FIudd, HRAT TFR WG 391G 9 qTeY YT Y TRIAT el &, 51 arecfaeh dheidh
AR 76T &

* Indigenous technology is not possible without indigenous science, which in turn is not
possible without quality education free from political influence.

- Faelt awelte 9T Taeel Rt & Hera w1 B, 3N Faeef Rt faar sporaargof sk 3k
Treteiforeh R8T & Herd w1t 8

» Two-wheeler kiranas are not start-ups.

« A-a TR fRAT TR T3 g 8l |

The Role of UGC and Higher Education
UGC 3t 3= fRrar r sifdre

+ Contrary to the Ministry of Education’s stance, the University Grants Commission (UGC)
has always functioned as a controlling authority.

 TRveTT FATera 1 A & Ao, fareafde@reryr areeret 3maer (UGC) g & Ueh fra=oradt aear

@I

* There is no justification for UGC to have both regulatory and financial control over
universities.

- I 3fad 71 & foF UGC & ra faeafaeareat R e 3R R famor gt i)

» Can UGC provide any concrete data proving that pedagogical and syllabus changes have
positively impacted industry relevance, skill development, or employability?
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« FIT UGC FIS B 33 ¢ ThdT ¢ Torad ATfad af for fRraror faftray silk areashar & sgama o
3T, Pl FEAFH AT SR TN FHRIcHeR T I3T 572

* India might be better off if UGC is dissolved.
* & UGC &Y T R 181 ATT dF (R 31fes amer 4 g1 Fhar g

* Current UGC chairpersons, vice-chancellors, directors, and ministers should focus on
executing policies and ensuring youth employability rather than appearing frequently in the
media.

» IcATT UGC 37eget, Ferafa, fagers, 3 &l ar-aR Az # Raa & somg Afaat &
Tt 3N Farsit F1 AR e <X earer &

* It is the role of independent academics to write in newspapers if officials fail to perform their
duties.

- Ife; TR 310aT Fckedll T UTeet g1 I &, o Faer Ruanfah 1 syffier @ T 9 ar@ani &
o

Quote on Intellectual Freedom

dleftre Taaaar I 3gER0T

* “When stupidity is considered patriotism, it is unsafe to be intelligent.” — Isaac Asimov

« "SI FEAT FY SANTFA ATAT AT 8, T JETAATT ST IYRIANT g1 81" — 3ot Ff{AT
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‘The Syrian people do not want another
centralised regime in Syria’

Salih Muslim Muhammad, Syria’s main Kurdish leader spoke about the role of Turkey in the Kurdish question, the resurgence of the Islamic State (ISIS)

and the ongoing struggle against them, and the Syrian Kurds' ties with Israel

INTERVIEW

Salih Muslim
Muhammad
I

Stanly Jol

ayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS), the ji-
l—l hadist group led by Abu Mo-

hammed al-Jolani (also known as
Ahmed al-Sharaa) that captured power in
Syria in December, wants to establish a Sa-
lafi regime in Damascus, but the country’s
minorities are opposed to it, says Salih
Muslim Muhammad, Syria’s main Kurdish
leader. In an interview with The Hindu, Mr.
Muslim, co-chairman of the Democratic
Union Party (PYD) — the main party of the
Autonomous Administration of North and
East Syria — said the HTS was trying to es-
tahlish another centralised regime in Da-
mascus with a different ideology. The Kur-
dish people support a decentralised,
democratic Syria, he said. He also spoke
about the role of Turkey in the Kurdish
question, the resurgence of the Islamic
State (ISIS) and the Syrian Kurds’ ties with
Israel. Edited excerpts.

Syria has seen dramatic developments
in recent months. It took just 12 days
for the HTS to capture Damascus after
they launched an offensive in Aleppo
in late November. How do you look at
the changes in Syria?

Everybody followed what happened [in Sy-
rial. Groups who are located in Idlib, most
of them are jihadist groups, just went to
the places occupied by Turkey and under-
went training, helped by the Turkish side.
And suddenly they woke up, went on to
Aleppo, and then to the other cities, and
they reached Damascus on December 8.
Everybody should know that those groups
are jihadists. We know them very well be-
cause we were fighting against them — Jab-
hat al-Nusra and then ISIS and the other
groups. They have promised that they are
going to change and make democratic
changes in Syria. We are waiting to see
what they are going to do. If they make
[the promised] changes, we will be help-
ing them. And then there was some other
group — the Syrian National Army (SNA),
which is under the control of Turkey. So
HTS went to Damascus, and the other
group [SNA] just marched towards Kurdish
places. Since December, the fighting has
been going on. We are still waiting for a
proper ceasefire deal. On March 10, there
was a kind of deal between our people and
them - I mean, Mazloum Abdi (comman-
der of the Kurdish led-Syrian Democratic
Forces] and Jolani (Syria’s interim Presi-
dent), containing about eight points to be
executed within one year. We are still try-
ing to implement the deal.

The Kurdish people in Syria have
enjoyed relative autonomy in recent
years. Now that Assad is gone and HTS
is in power in Damascus, do you think
that this autonomy is under threat?

We have about 20 parties [in north and
east Syrial, and our party [the Democratic
Union Party, or PYD] is the main and the
oldest party among them. Now we are try-
ing to unify all those parties so that we can
unify the demands of the Kurdish people

Salih Muslim Muhammad, ca-chairman of the Democratic Union Party. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

some solutions with the new government.
There have been a lot of struggles. The lat-
est were those massacres that happened in
the coastal area in western Syria against
the Alawites [the minority sect to which
the deposed President Bashar al-Assad be-
longed to], because they don't like this re-
gime. They don't want those Islamic
groups to control the country, We are sup-
porting them. Also, we have Druze in the
south of Syria. Syria is a mosaic society. So
you have to find a formula where all those
people can live together — nobody wants
to go back to pre-2011 situation when Syria
had a centralised regime. They are now
looking for a decentralised government -
it could be federalism or self-administered
areas. The Alawites, Druze, the Kurdish
people, and other minorities, everybody is
looking for freedom. Those who are con-
trolling Damascus insist on forming a very
strict, centralised regime as it was before,
but with a different ideclogy — before
there was a Baathist regime, and now they
are trying to make it a Salafi regime. This is
not acceptable for the Syrian people. We
are trying to democratise Syria; we think a
democratic and decentralised regime will
help everybody.

Kurdish fighters were on the frontline
of the battle against ISIS. What is the
status of ISIS today in Syria?

There are ISIS-linked groups located in
Idlib and areas occupied by Turkey. They
have changed their names. Even this Jolani
[Syria’s interim President] was ISIS before.
But after he went to Idlib, he changed his
[organisation’s] name to Hayat Tahrir al-
Sham (HTS). The other groups also took
different names, but they all practise the
same ideology. By the name of ISIS, we still
have some groups in our areas, in Deir ez-
Zor, and especially in the western side of
Euphrates, which is not under our control.
It was under the control of the [Assad] re-
gime and the Russians, but they could not
eradicate them from those areas. Now, af-

ter the regime fell, those groups gota lot of
weapons and are organising themselves
again. We have a camp called Al-Hawl,
which is mainly for the families of Daesh
[1SIS] members. We also have about
10,000 ISIS members in our prisons. ISIS
is trying to get the prisoners released and
get into the camp. They have their plans.
And we also have sleeping cells everywh-
ere, So the struggle is continuing. Daesh is
not finished. 1t's just been driven under-
ground.

Turkey has also seen interesting
devel of late. For 1
Abdullah Ocalan, the leader of the
Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK), has
called for a ceasefire and for

is: ing his organisation. Does it
have anything to do with the
Democratic Union Party?

We are not PKK. Ideologically, maybe, we
are friends or brothers, but our party was
established in Syria with the Syrian peo-
ple, Kurdish people mainly. We have our
plans and programmes. So we have noth-
ing to do with Turkey. We always extended
our hands for peace in Turkey because we
are neighbours. But because of the Kur-
dish issue, Turkey has a kind of Kurdopho-
bia. They don't accept the existence of
Kurds anywhere. They look at the Kurds as
a danger for Turkey and they fight the Kur-
dish people everywhere - in Iraq, Iran and
Syria. We can solve our problem with the
Syrian government, but Turkey has always
been an obstacle. They accuse us of having
a relationship with the PKK, which is not
true at all. Even when we established our
defence forces, we did it against SIS,
which was attacking us in our areas. We
never attacked any Turkish interest. And
now, when Mr. Ocalan announces his call
for peace, we hope peace would prevail
between the PKK and Turkey, because it
will relieve us too. If they solve their Kur-
dish issue inside Turkey, then they cannot
blame the others. We heard some voices

AT =l

saying we should give up weapons too. If
we do it, we will have to do it as part of our
agreement with the Syrian regime, not
with them.

Are you getting any support from
other countries?

We have the international coalition in the
area and they extended their hand to us.
It’s a kind of a partnership against Daesh
[1S1S]). And it happened in 2015 when the
international coalition couldn’t find any-
body fighting Daesh seriously other than
us. So we said, OK, and this is still going
on.

This coalition is led by the United
States, isn’t it?

Yes, led by the United States. And they are
in the area. They don’t dictate to us to do
anything. We are partners only for fighting
against 1518 and terrorism, nothing more
than that. They didn’t promise to protect
us. And of course, as everybody knows,
when Turkey attacked our areas, they [the
coalition] did nothing. We were attacked
by the regime forces and those Salafi jiha-
dists. They didn't defend us. They are
helping us as partners only for fighting
against Daesh. And they continue to do so.

Israel has repeatedly voiced its
support for Syria’s minorities,
particularly after the fall of the Assad
regime. What is your relationship
with Israel? Is there any kind of
cooperation between your
Autonomous Administration and the
state of Israel?

There are Jewish people living in our areas.
The Kurdish people don’t have any enmity
towards the Jewish people. This is histori-
cal. The Kurdish people are natural allies
of the Jewish people. They are part of the
Middle East [West Asia). And we have to
live together. This is our belief. Bur of
course, there are no connections till now
between the Kurdish people and the Israe-
li government. Recently, there were tele-
phone conversations between our Foreign
Affairs Committee and the Foreign Minis-
ter of Israel. If we do make any relations,
it’s ordinary because several Arab coun-
s such as Egypt, Jordan and Gulf coun-
tries have already established diplomatic
relations with Israel. So we don’t know
what will happen in the furure.

But how do you look at the war on
Gaza?

We think this is not the way to solve pro-
blems. They were just fighting, killing... it
doesn’t solve any problem. If they sit to-
gether for dialogue without any terrorism,
they can resolve it. And we believe for the
Palestinian and Jewish people, a demo-
cratic nation, which is what our project is,
is convenient for them. But they have to
believe in this democratic nation to live to-
gether — a democratic nation project for
everybody.

You’re saying you support a single
democratic nation for the Arabs and
the Jews?

Yes, a democratic nation project for every-
body, for different ethnicities and even dif-
ferent beliefs, where they can live togeth-

and even the Arabs in our areas, to reach The Kurdish-run camp, which holds relatives of IS fighters in the Hasakeh governorate, on April 18. arp er. They have to accept each other.
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Syria’
Hiaré aer Wi 7§ v 3iv e arae 7@ awa &

- Salih Muslim Muhammad, Syria’s main Kurdish leader, spoke about
the role of Turkey in the Kurdish question, the resurgence of Islamic
State (ISIS), and the ongoing struggle against them.

» e AREH HeoAe, HINAT F JET F¢ AdT, 7 Fa T H Johi HY AT,
FEATTAS FC (ISIS) FT T IR 37 f@ed e W Fod & IR A a1
Ca)

* He also spoke about the Syrian Kurds’ ties with Israel.

* 3ogiol SIS oh A WRATS el & Heeh ox ol =l |

Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS)

&I dgdR 31e-ATH (HTS)

* Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS), the jihadist group led by Abu Mohammed al-Jolani (also
known as Ahmed al-Sharaa), captured power in Syria in December and aims to establish a
Salafi regime in Damascus, but Syria’s minorities oppose this.

« §ATA TR 3A-ATH (HTS), ST 3 AGFAG IeA-SATelall (ST IgHAG HeA-ART & A1 4 o S S
€) SaRT wiqjea feham a1 TSTgTer Togg &, o fewraw & Hhifam & aar ox sheott &2 foram 3R affres &
Teh HATHI AT TATTAT F¥ed Sl A& TWT g, olfehed HIRAT o eTTEID ST AT d & |

 Salih Muslim Muhammad, the co-chairman of the Democratic Union Party (PYD), Syria's
main Kurdish party, stated that HTS is trying to create another centralised regime with a
different ideology in Damascus.

- wifdE ARPaw qewng, IAFRF fawar uréh (PYD) & we-3rewet, st @R i geg 3¢ ardi &,
= gl foh HTS &ffea # Teh 37o1eT TaeReRT o |1 Ueh 31K Sheiohel AT TATT it T HITALT
&

* He emphasized that the Kurdish people support a decentralised and democratic Syria.

+ Segiel U 8 SR T o & @T Teh Selanaor et 3R it dREAT 1 qade id €

The Changes in Syria
Hifar & aRade
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* The HTS captured Damascus just 12 days after launching an offensive in Aleppo in late
November.

« HTS & Tda & 3 # 3rareal 7 gAY HTHATH YE el & [ 12 et a1g 5 W heatr X
o

» The groups located in Idlib, mostly jihadists, went to areas occupied by Turkey for training
and then moved to Aleppo and other cities, eventually reaching Damascus by December 8.

- sefad 7 &Ud #9g, S SATeraR fSerdr 3, ot qanT seat arer 8141 7 9f1efor & forw 77w 3 e
3rareat 31 37 e # 91T, ﬁaazsmwamaﬁwwqg’aml

* These jihadist groups, including Jabhat al-Nusra and ISIS, had promised to bring democratic
changes in Syria, but the Kurdish people are still waiting to see their actions.

- 3 TSIE1eT Fegg, TS ST7et Hrel-oJar 3R SIS anfdAer 8, 3 WRAT 7 AieheiifFeh Seela o=t &t
arer T o1, AfeheT & ST 319 $11 3oteh Sl &l STl T ST A B 2

* The Syrian National Army (SNA), under Turkish control, is marching towards Kurdish areas.

- TRATE T AT (SNA), S b o Treior 3 &, 3 T 1 3R 576 @ &1

* Fighting continues since December, and a ceasefire deal was made on March 10 between
the Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) and Jolani.

- Raaw & Fud St B, 31 10 AT &1 FE-Aqea areh MRATS 3AHRF wRfer (SDF) 3R ot
a’mwmﬁﬁww@mgaﬂml

Autonomy of Syrian Kurds

RIS Fet hr Farear

* The Kurdish people in Syria have enjoyed relative autonomy in recent years, but now with
Assad gone and HTS in power in Damascus, this autonomy might be under threat.

« TRAT A F& AT 7 gTeT b aNl H TR FATITIAT T 3HTeie;, T 8, elfehed 31T 3HE & Tol STt R
&fe& & HTS & T H 37 & 1Y, Ig TAR/AA Wl H I8 Fohell g |

» There are 20 parties in the north and east of Syria, and the Democratic Union Party (PYD) is
the oldest and main party.

- AR & 3R AR @ & 20 WfEAT €, 3R SR gfarer aréh (PYD) Te@ e 31k ey urél
gl

» The Kurdish people are trying to unify all these parties to reach solutions for the new
government.

* & AT 5T T ITEGT T Tehof it T IR AT T & clleh w1 TR o T FATEET cTeh
g ST Heh |
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» Various struggles have occurred, including massacres against the Alawites in western Syria.

- faftiest wad gu §, a7t o #ifRam 3 srerarged & el gcarhis mfad &

» The Alawites, Druze, Kurds, and other minorities are looking for freedom and do not want to
return to the pre-2011 centralised regime.

- HAATSEH, F, F& 3R 3T HETHTS FaATAT hT T A § 3R d 2011 & Igel & Hiped
AT H aTIH AT clleaAT I8 & |

» They are seeking a decentralised government, which could be federalism or self-
administered areas.

« I FEIFIOT FaFd FIHR T o2l 7 §, S FENgarg A1 F9-FRAT 8131 & 9 3 g1 qehel 6

Status of ISIS in Syria
i &7 1SI1S dr Rufa

* There are ISIS-linked groups in Idlib and areas occupied by Turkey.

- gaforT 31 el ganT Feot arer a¥AT F ISIS ¥ I3 T E

» The groups have changed names but continue to follow the same ideology.

* 3o oG o ATH J&of ToIT §, olfeheT I FT FaameRT 319e1d 81

» Jolani, now Syria's interim president, was formerly part of ISIS and later renamed his group to
Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS).

« Selelt, S 319 AT & AN Tegufet §, Tgel 1SIS 1 fGEar & 3N a1e 7 3791 THg 1 A
eI AT dgdR e-2A (HTS) 1@ form|

« ISIS still has a presence in areas such as Deir ez-Zor and the western side of the Euphrates.

+ ISIS I 319 &t &g Tr-aAR 3N Poew & IR+ feed S a1=f 7 Alsgaf &1

« ISIS is organizing again after receiving weapons, and Al-Hawl camp houses families of ISIS
members.

- ISIS R & gRITR el & STg Ge T HTfdT 9 T 8, R 3rer-gher AR A ISIS Hewdi &
IRAR IEd €

» There are about 10,000 ISIS members in Kurdish-run prisons.
- F&-genfa el 7 ST 10,000 SIS WEFT &

* ISIS continues to plan and has sleeping cells all over.

-ISISmﬁmaﬁa#amragc%aﬂTmﬁhﬁﬁmﬂmﬂﬁgU%l
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Recent Developments in Turkey and Kurdish Relations

T 3R FE gl 7 gTer F TeaArhA

 Abdullah Ocalan, the leader of the Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK), has recently called for
a ceasefire and for disarming his organisation.

» FEEATET aHE TIET (PKK) & AT Hegeell ISTellet oF 1ol & 3 Wy Fame 37 379 HareT &
faET F3a f rhT Hr E

Connection with the Democratic Union Party

SaR gfereT ardt & waer

* "We are not PKK. Ideologically, we may be friends or brothers, but our party was established
in Syria with the Syrian Kurdish people.”

« "gH PKK o181 §1 3=mfer &7 & &3 QIec AT 1S Y Heel 8, elfshot GHRY 1T hr TATTAT HRm #
s F& vt & arer gg A

* "We have our own plans and programmes. We have nothing to do with Turkey."

« "FHAR UTH 39 GE F AT 3R FRFA &1 57N Tt & FIE AA1-3=7 781§

* "We have always extended our hands for peace in Turkey, but due to the Kurdish issue,
Turkey suffers from Kurdophobia."

« "G G TehT # anifer & oI g1y Form &, et F& e & FRoT g 7 Fafmif 51

» "Turkey sees Kurds as a danger, and fights them everywhere — in Iraq, Iran, and Syria."

- "ol el Y ek e & &Y A Gl & 3R 378 ¥ T — W, §01 iR MR A — wrwar

* "We can solve our problems with the Syrian government, but Turkey is an obstacle and
falsely accuses us of having ties with the PKK."

IRT 3T & o ART PKK & IeeT §1"

* "Our defence forces were established against ISIS, not against Turkey. We never attacked
any Turkish interest."

« "GHIT T&TT qell T TATGAT SIS F FRETE T 978 o, Tehl o [WoTd 76T | T el fonely goht fer
R HIT Al fohaT|"

* "We hope for peace between PKK and Turkey, as it would also relieve us."

« "&3 PKK 31 Tl & i enifey r mem oeat &, iifr 5o gat oft Trgar o)
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« "If we give up weapons, it will be part of our agreement with the Syrian regime, not Turkey."

« "39R §H IR BISA &, ot T§ AR WNATE earwer & A1y FHSAl o1 T glam, bl o arr
GRIN

Support from Other Countries

g o ¥ gAY

* "We have the international coalition in our area which extended its hand to us."

« "EHTY 87 3 eI Araa & v gt wed R

* "This partnership began in 2015, when no one else was fighting Daesh (ISIS) seriously
except us."

-+ "gg HIHERT 2015 F Y& g, 51T §AN JHelar 1 off Areer (1SIS) F AT A g ofg TgT 2Tl

Role of the United States
YF T AR Fr offdrar

* "Yes, the coalition is led by the United States and they are still present in the area.”

« "gl, U TS HYFd T HANHT G@RT Acfed Toham aram § 3R 3 3180 off a7y o Hlope €1

* "They do not dictate terms to us. We are partners only in fighting ISIS and terrorism,
nothing more."

« " G a1t g NI | G Fa 1SIS 3R ITeFATE ¥ T5A F WG §, SHY HF FO AGH "

* "They never promised to protect us. When Turkey attacked, they did nothing."

« "Segioy PafT g WRET &t T ATeT ALY AT ST i ¥ g R, Y 3o o AET Rl

* "Even when we were attacked by regime forces and Salafi jihadists, the coalition did not
defend us."

« "TgT deh Toh ST AT it 31T T SRt o 657 IR g7 T, af s & gART I91d «TgT
|

* "They only help us as partners against Daesh, and that still continues.”

« "Y Fdel ST F FRAATE AEER F & & gAY Aeg id &, 31X Ig ara sy sy &1

Relationship with Israel

SRS & WY HEYT

* "There are Jewish people living in our areas. Kurds have no enmity with Jews."

« "gHAN &1 A AT Tt &1 Al i agheat & w§ geweh i E1°

Page4 1
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* "Historically, Kurds and Jews are natural allies in the Middle East."

- "feeTE ¥ ¥, & 3k a5 Ao qd A wpfaw weaeit §1°

« "Currently, there are no official connections with Israel, though recently there were
telephone conversations between our Foreign Affairs Committee and Israel’s Foreign
Minister."

« "TRCTETeT, SORISH o TATY IS IMTARTRS T g1 &, &ToTiTh Tl &f & gHAR faeer AHdT Hr
wfAfa 3R gorree & fader 7 & e Bl W AT g3 A"

* "If we establish relations, it is normal, since countries like Egypt, Jordan, and Gulf countries
already have diplomatic ties with Israel."

- "IN & HEY T &, A TE WA g1, FAiTE e, Arse 3w dur 9w ¥ & sonsa @
TR U@ & 1"

Position on the War in Gaza
ST 7 ey W Fufa

* "We do not support violence. Fighting and killing do not solve problems."

« "&# AT T FHSA A FIA| TS 3R g FAEAT3N FT TATUT ALY FIAN [

* "We believe in dialogue without terrorism to resolve issues."
« "&H HA & Toh HTAHaIE & T HaTg T FHTATHT T TATHTT THT "

* "For Palestinians and Jews, we support the idea of a democratic nation — our proposed
model — where all ethnicities can live together."

- "Rfarchifarat ik Fgfeat & T g7 veh shdifas Ig i RO T FHY HId § — ST
EART JEATfad AlSel § — STal @8l Sifaar a1y 3§ 61"

Support for a Single Democratic Nation

THd AlhdlTA ISE HT AT

* "Yes, we support a democratic nation project for everyone, for different ethnicities and
beliefs, where people live together peacefully.”

- "gf, g Tofl & foIT ueh Alehaife Isg IRASAT T THLT I &, STal 19 {HeT ATfadr 3
JTEYTE T |IY AT & T T

* "They must accept each other to make this project successful."

« "5 IRATSTAT T Tl Tl & [T 3¢ Th-g@X Y TSR FIA1 g |

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page42

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

U.S. tariff pause on Beijing puts
pressure on ‘China-plus-one’ countries

Vietnam, Mexico saw supply chain shifts to avoid earlier U.S. tariffs on China; new US. duties of 145% on Chinese goods threatened greater exodus:
now, other nations seeking better U.S. deals to keep advantage over China; tariffs on China are still higher than competing industrial hubs

GS Paper Ii: Super Power

NEWS ANALYSIS

Reuters
BEIJING/MEXICO CITY/HANOI

new U.S.-China
A agreement to pause
sky-high tariffs on

each other is pressuring
manufacturing hubs such
as Vietnam and Mexico to
make their own, better
deals with the U.S. to conti-
nue benefiting from a “Chi-
na-plus-one” strategy by
global producers.

In the new world order
dictated by President Do-
nald Trump’s shifting an-
nouncements of tariffs,
countries measure their
success not by the terms of
their trade deals with the
U.S. but by how they com-
pare to other countries.

For the last five weeks,
many nations facing signifi-
cant duties under Trump’s
now-paused “reciprocal”
global tariff regime an-
nounced on April 2 took
solace from having better
rates than China, which
saw U.S. tariffs on Chinese
imports ratchet up from
20% to an embargo-like
145% from March to May.

Vietnam, for example,
was better off than China
with a 46% rate, while
Thailand was at 36% and
Malaysia at 24%.

Given their comparative
advantage, manufacturing
hubs anticipated further
moves by multinational
corporations to set up
shop in their countries and

decrease their dependen-
cy on China, potentially
adding to a years-long
trend known as
“China-plus-one”.

Now, everything is up in
the air again following a
breakthrough in U.S.-China
trade talks, that resulted in
a 90-day reprieve from the
astoundingly high tariffs
on China, leaving a base
30% import tax rate for
made-in-China products.

Tariffs on China still re-
main higher than compet-
ing industrial hubs paying
10% under Mr. Trump’s 90-
day pause on the recipro-
cal duties, but some ex-
perts said the deal could
halt some of the momen-
tum pushing multination-
als to further shift supply
chains outside of China.

“The rules of the game

f

Tariff rethink: Manufacturing countries are now negotiating their own

ee

They [U.S. companies|
will maintain their
current situation ... but
the bulk of their business
will remain in China.

WU XINBO

Executive Dean

Institute of International Studies,
Fudan University

are still uncertain,” said
Diego Marroquin Bitar, an
expert on North American
trade who also works as a
consultant. “I think com-
panies are just going to de-
lay their investments as
much as they can.”
Starting in his first term,
Mr. Trump sought to lever-
age tariffs on China to force
companies to relocate ma-

tariff deals with the U.S. REUTERS

nufacturing to the U.S.

The “reshoring” to the
U.S. largely did not mate-
rialise, but over the past
decade companies such as
Apple did start looking for
alternatives to China, with
a focus on countries that
offered relatively low la-
bour costs and smaller
tariffs.

Southeast Asian nations
were among the biggest be-
neficiaries, along with
Mexico, but if the U.S.-Chi-
na tariff pause is extended,
those countries could see
their comparative advan-
tage dissipate.

Vietnam, Thailand and
Malaysia are currently ne-
gotiating their own tariff
deals with the United
States. Mexico, which
avoided reciprocal tariffs,
is also seeking to reduce

separate import duties on
specific products such as
automobiles.

Sweeter deals

The U.S.-China trade thaw
means companies that had
considered speeding up ef-
forts to offshore produc-
tion from China may now
tap the brakes, said Wu
Xinbo, director of the Cen-
ter for American Studies at

Shanghai’s Fudan
University.

“They will maintain
their current situation,

keep China as their main
operations hub and make
appropriate partial arran-
gements in neighbouring
countries, but the bulk of
their business will remain
in China,” he said.

Sun Chenghao, a fellow
at Tsinghua University’s
Center for International
Security and Strategy, said
the uncertainty of Trump’s
policymaking was “very
painful for companies” try-
ing to decide whether or
how much to decouple
from China.

“The current cooldown
in tensions does not mean
that U.S. firms dare to bold-
ly engage in business activ-
ities in China,” he said.
“Everyone is still waiting
for the possibility that ta-
riffs might be imposed
again.”

For countries like Viet-
nam, which had also at-
tracted Chinese manufac-
turers since Mr. Trump
imposed tariffs in his first
administration, the unex-

DPPATRIOTICIAS

pected U.S. rapproche-
ment with Beijing ratchets
up pressure to reach their
own sweeter deals.

“If Vietnam manages to
strike a better deal than
China - which is more than
likely after today - it will
present itself as an attrac-
tive alternative to China in
regional investment strate-
gies,” said Leif Schneider,
head of international law
firm Luther in Vietnam.

“This was already the
outcome of the ‘First Trade
War’ introduced by the
first Trump administra-
tion,” he added.

Trade tensions and un-
certainty have already re-
duced pledges for new fo-
reign  investments in
Vietnam. In April, it fell to
$2.84 billion, a 30% drop
from March and a decline
of about 8% year-on-year.

In Mexico, President
Claudia Sheinbaum has re-
peatedly emphasised Mexi-
co’s comparative advan-
tage on U.S. tariffs.Most
exports to the U.S. under
the  U.S.-Mexico-Canada
trade deal are tariff free,
although Mr. Trump has
imposed sizeable levies on
steel, aluminium, vehicles
and auto parts.

Jorge Guajardo, a former
Mexican ambassador to
China and a consultant on
international trade, said
even if Monday’s trade deal
with China sticks, multina-
tional companies will be
wary of depending on Chi-
nese manufacturing - and
Mexico stands to benefit.

U.S. Tariff Pause on Beijing Puts Pressure on ‘China-Plus-
One’ Countries

FARSFT garT AfSir 9 RE AT F agar-caq-aor 20t W gara

Crp)

-

* A new U.S.-China agreement to pause high tariffs is pressuring manufacturing hubs like

Vietnam and Mexico to make better deals with the U.S. to continue benefiting from the “China-

plus-one” strategy.
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3N F AT 5N THST T FT ga1d & dlf § “TUTSAT-Cad-aeT”’ [T F 18T 37 G

* In this new system shaped by President Donald Trump’s tariff announcements, countries
evaluate success not by direct U.S. deals but by how they compare with other nations’ tariff
rates.

- (g eATes TFT SarT TN SR JOTTell 7, &7 379eAT Aol Sl Hediehel AR & AT
e FHSAAT @ & afoh e it A gorar 7 el o F A g

* Over the past five weeks, nations burdened by Trump’s “reciprocal” global tariff regime
were reassured by having lower rates than China, which saw tariffs jump from 20% to 145%
between March and May.

- S I gFal #, TFT & “IREIRS” g NE e O ganfaa &2t ) 3§ 919 & Tgd fAer
T <ot Y ottt 7 379 NG Fo7 A, ST AT @ 7 & o <fier W RE 20% & TFHFT 145% &
|

* Vietnam had a rate of 46%, Thailand 36%, and Malaysia 24%—all much lower than China’s.

« FIIdaTH W 46%, TS T 36% 3 AXTRAAT TR 24% FT ERE AT—AT AT J AT e AT

* This gave hope to manufacturing countries expecting a rise in multinational investment and
a continued shift away from China under the “China-plus-one” model.

* TH ScdTgaA2ie orIf &l 371G fAel foh AeIALreTer faer ¢ 3R AgeIT-vord-aT Alsel & dgd
e WX fAsivar wa gt

* But now, following a breakthrough in U.S.-China trade talks, there’s a 90-day pause in the
high tariffs, setting a base import tax of 30% for Chinese goods.

« Afhet 31 IARBT-HNeT SATIR a1t & g5 91 & 91, 90 et & forw R W e wam & 3R
et @ AT a&g3iT 9 30% T {A FI T fohar =T g

» Even with this pause, tariffs on China are still higher than other industrial hubs paying around
10%.

- 54 oA & STaslg, el I ST a0 SR 3o i@ Fal 1 g 7 Hfaw ¢ S oererr
10% T $3TcATT X T & |

* Experts warn that this could slow down the momentum for companies to shift supply chains
out of China.

« TIATHAT T gl & Toh SHH HYTAAT BT dieT W TCATS AT I T 3cATE AT 8T ThaT & |

* According to Diego Marroquin Bitar, a North American trade consultant, companies may
delay investments due to uncertain rules.
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- Bt MRFaa AR, 3 T I AN SATIR TAgHR &, T AT ¢ o gt
FfARTAAT & FROT Fulaar @dew & &8 FHE0|

U.S. Tariff Strategy and Shifting Supply Chains
ARG RE TorEAifer AR agard argfet AEand

* In his first term, Trump imposed tariffs to push companies to reshore manufacturing to the
U.S., but most companies did not return.

* 379 Ggol ISR H, T o HuAar sl FANET A AATr araw aet & o ERE aene I, Afehe
SATGIR HAfAT g1 |l |

» Over the last decade, firms like Apple began exploring lower-labor-cost countries like
Vietnam and India.

- o g2 H, Toud ST HUfadl o FH A8 AT arel 220f S faaa«re 3t yRa & [aey
e % U

* Southeast Asian countries and Mexico have been major beneficiaries of this shift.

- EfETor-qd vl der 3R AfFaet 5@ seena & e et @ §

« If the U.S.-China tariff pause continues, countries like Vietnam and Thailand may lose their
comparative advantage.

- 7 AR TR s T @r 8, o Rgaamer 3t arddls S Ger 3r9eT getetens oo
@ aFha ¢

» Vietnam, Thailand, and Malaysia are now negotiating individual tariff deals with the U.S.

- Ruaams, grdds, 3R #AARNAT 319 AR F T TadT TRE FAFIS T Hr AR F R B

» Mexico, not facing reciprocal tariffs, is seeking to reduce import duties on products like
automobiles.

- AfFEa), 8 IREIRe SR &1 WTHAT AL AT T3T, 3 AT S 3T W AT Yo

FH o) I AT HT 8T ¢

Impact of Trade Thaw on Company Decisions

AR enifa &1 Fufaat & Haal a1 gHT

* According to Wu Xinbo of Fudan University, companies might slow down offshoring from
China but still maintain major operations there.

- $eTe faeaferer & g et & 3e7ar, Hufaal @i @ searee gere 1 aife il ¢ aench §
AifeheT & FaTere qgT qATT TGN
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* Sun Chenghao of Tsinghua University said companies are still wary of U.S. policy
uncertainty and fear tariffs could return.

-%@N%W%@Wﬁﬁm%ﬁyaﬂaﬂmmmﬁ
RIfad & 30 378 5T & & 3N A @ o gaa &

* For countries like Vietnam, which gained from Chinese factory relocations during Trump’s first
term, the new U.S.-China rapprochement adds pressure to strike better deals.

.mﬁmﬁ$m,m@¢mmﬁmm$mﬁm§w,
g 47 IANFT-HT AATAAT 319 dga¥ Gle FI FT ga@ad SATAT ¢

* Leif Schneider, head of Luther International Law Firm in Vietnam, said if Vietham secures a
better deal than China, it could enhance its appeal for investment.

- I 3 TR Sexeerer At ot & W ofi eATEsT o e foh AT RAgcders 1 et F dgew
gasttar fAear §, O 9g Aaer & fore 31 sreds 9 S|

* This pattern is similar to what happened in the first U.S.-China trade war under Trump.

- Ig 9eo1 U & g Ted AR SATIR e a1 81 2|

Investment Trends in Vietham and Mexico

fadama 3t AfFasr & A3y & sona

* Due to trade uncertainty, foreign investment pledges in Vietham dropped to $2.84 billion in
April, a 30% fall from March and 8% year-on-year decline.

- e 3fARTdar & HRoT, Rdsm 7 fagef fader afaaguant siie 7 e $2.84 3R @
TS, ST AT & 30% FA 3R a1fis T/ 8% A@e Bl

* Mexican President Claudia Sheinbaum highlights Mexico’s tariff-free advantage under the
U.S.-Mexico-Canada trade agreement, though Trump imposed tariffs on steel, aluminium,
and vehicles.

- AfFa! At Tegufay FABEAT a3 7 JeH-ATFER-FA15T AR FAFI & dod AfFaa &
SREG-5hY @18 hl ST &, gTefifeh €0 o T, Togafargsr 3k amgail W ERw weme ¥

» Jorge Guajardo, former Mexican ambassador to China, said companies will still be cautious
about depending on Chinese manufacturing, so Mexico will benefit.

« Tt H AfFEhT & Id Asig St A3TTST o gl o shaferarl dielt fafasior av favstivar «r ot
378 ot Wk &M, sHfere ATFwa! 1 wmer fAraam|
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India rolls over Treasury Bill worth
$50 million to help the Maldives

GS Pager II: India-Maldives |

COLOMBO

Even as the Maldives at-
tempts to stabilise its eco-
nomy amid challenges of
high public debt and a wi-
dening fiscal deficit, India
has rolled over a $50-mil-
lion Treasury Bill to sup-
port the neighbouring is-
land nation.

In a statement on Mon-
day, the High Commission
of India in capital Malé said
that following a request
from the Government of
Maldives, the State Bank of
India subscribed to the
Treasury Bill, as part of In-
dia’s ongoing support with
annual rollovers of Treasu-
ry Bills since 2019. “This
has been done under a un-
ique Government-to-Go-
vernment arrangement, as
emergency financial assis-
tance to Maldives,” the In-
dian mission said.

Thanking External Af-

Better prospects: In 2024, the scenic island country saw tourist
arrivals reach an all-time high of 2.05 million. Ap

fairs Minister S. Jaishankar,
Maldivian Foreign Minister
Abdulla Khaleel said on so-
cial media platform ‘X’:
“This timely assistance re-
flects the close bonds of
friendship between Mal-
dives & India and will sup-
port the Government’s on-
going efforts to implement
fiscal reforms for econom-
ic resilience.”

In 2024, the scenic is-

land country saw tourist
arrivals increase by 8.9%
from the previous year,
and reach an all-time high
of 2.05 million.

Currency swap

In an attempt to cash in on
tourism revenue, the coun-
try’s chief foreign ex-
change earner, the govern-
ment brought in new
regulations late last year,

mandating tourist resorts
to exchange $500 per tou-
rist per month to the local
currency or Maldivian Rufi-
yaa. Earlier this month,
President Mohamed Muiz-
zu said the revised banking
regulations saw the tou-
rism sector exchange $214
million into Maldivian Rufi-
yaa, thereby boosting fo-
reign reserves.

RBI’s assistance

While the Indian Ocean ar-
chipelago’s economy is on
relatively stable grounds
this year, the government
has debt servicing commit-
ments nearing a billion
dollars each this year and
next. Last year, the Re-
serve Bank of India agreed
to extend currency swap
facilities amounting to
$400 million and %30 bil-
lion, extending critical as-
sistance when the Maldives
faced a severe financial
crunch.

India rolls over Treasury Bill worth $50 million to help the

Maldives

R A AT T AGg & faw 50 AT e F71 &5 o A

e fopar

- Even as the Maldives attempts to stabilize its economy amid

challenges of high public debt and a widening fiscal deficit, India has

rolled over a $50-million Treasury Bill to support the neighbouring

island nation.

* AT 39 3T Wdoifareh HoT AR FFaia fdir ae i galfoar F &=
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Y Agg F faw 50 fAfager st &1 ot et e 3t AT B

* In a statement on Monday, the High Commission of India in capital Malé said that following
a request from the Government of Maldives, the State Bank of India subscribed to the
Treasury Bill, as part of India’s ongoing support with annual rollovers of Treasury Bills since
20109.

» QIFER T, AR &F 3T AW & AT AT H Teh AT H gl fob AT TIHR b Y W,
Tee dF 31w AT A 2od) foer ) Teusrrse T, St 2019 & IR & TR FHAT JNSTeT T
feear &, orad X arar ¢t e U 3iaR fohw S

* “This has been done under a unique Government-to-Government arrangement, as
emergency financial assistance to Maldives,” the Indian mission said.

« "I AIHR-V-TIFR TAANS & dgd, ATAEIT T 3TITThlele [T Tgrar & &7 & fhar srr g
AR AL o &gl

» Thanking External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar, Maldivian Foreign Minister Abdulla
Khaleel said on social media platform ‘X’: “This timely assistance reflects the close bonds of
friendship between Maldives & India and will support the Government’s ongoing efforts to
implement fiscal reforms for economic resilience.”

- faelt il v, SR AT UegdTe & U, ATl & Rl w1 sregeen @elter A werer hfsar
TATHIH X’ IR FHgT: “TUg THT W &Y IS FEIIAT AT 3R TR o iy aTeX areah & e i
galTel 8 3N THR & 3T Hgararfard & forw faeda gurt i oy v & vt & @HdeT et

* In 2024, the scenic island country saw tourist arrivals increase by 8.9% from the previous
year, and reach an all-time high of 2.05 million.

* 2024, 38 eI A9 G o TS I & 8.9% T gt o WY GHeH AT @M 3R I§ 2.05
Aferae & tag e 3Tadd TR quull

Currency swap

T T

* In an attempt to cash in on tourism revenue, the country’s chief foreign exchange earner, the
government brought in new regulations late last year, mandating tourist resorts to exchange
$500 per tourist per month to the local currency or Maldivian Rufiyaa.

« GHET TSTET T o1 33T & AT H, 3 & 7 fageft 71 39, TR o Ao |ret 3d 7 A0
T oy fonw, Torae gdeer RATew &1 9cdeh wdiee @ Uid A8 500 STer T Har ar
AT AT TRAAT H S olet o1 3T er feam|
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« Earlier this month, President Mohamed Muizzu said the revised banking regulations saw
the tourism sector exchange $214 million into Maldivian Rufiyaa, thereby boosting foreign
reserves.

« SH AEI T YT H, TegUf ANgFHE HFool o Fgl 1 G TR dfer st & dgd adiee &
o 214 TATIF SToR Y ATTETAT TBAT & seer, forad fadeh sizr & gefor g3l

RB/I’s assistance

AREI3TS Y FTIA4AT

* While the Indian Ocean archipelago’s economy is on relatively stable grounds this year, the
government has debt servicing commitments nearing a billion dollars each this year and
next.

* 5 Aol {RCANT HETAER SAIIHHg T Leqae T 319efiehc TR FEAfd # &, Aifehet TThR & ard
39 dTel 3R 30Tel ATl & forw For dar yfaagyamn § St Yede T 37 Ste & Hla ¢ |
* Last year, the Reserve Bank of India agreed to extend currency swap facilities amounting

to $400 million and %30 billion, extending critical assistance when the Maldives faced a
severe financial crunch.

- ool @1, SR Rerer S o e Fav gt &1 faear s ) ggafa s, S #ge
400 AT steX 31X 30 feras $UT a1, 59 ATAET ' 379 AT Tohe 1 Qa1 HIAT UST 27|

GS Paper I11: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, 1S)

1. Govandi residents up in arms over Deonar waste-to-
energy project

M F AT TTAR FER F FAT T4 HT TRATSAT &
f@eme e

2. T.N. CM inaugurates houses for mahouts in Nilgiris
district

dfarears FEgeE A Aafd e 7 wgraal & faw smarat w0
3qare f&ar

3. Payment Firms Must Reveal Client Info in Crime Cases:
HC
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3TORTE & ATHAT 7 ATEF T SITARRY T GATHT HIAT ST
3T ST

4. India notifies WTO of plan to impose retaliatory tariffs
on U.S. imports

HRT & WTO # 3rARET 3mard ) afaaenrcas ¢RE e
Y ATt Y T &Y

5. JCl increases MSP of jute to stop distress selling of
crop

oo T AT A AT Vet & AT SIH3ms o 5[ 7
THTHY 1T

6. Scientists have found a cricket evolving rapidly to beat a
new threat

AT o T AT F TR A 91T ST doi F AT @l T &
e RsRaawd

7. Gold, as usual at great cost
e FT, ST gALT, T AT W
8. Big Deal
a3 ST
9. Ecology is the world’s permanent economy

qiRfEufasd faeg i Turh srdcaarar §

10. A Death that Spotlights Irrigation Problems
U A ST FATS FHEAII Y 39PN FIEA e

11. What war hysteria hides: deaths, destruction,
disinformation

gy 3+ATG F41 f¥arar g wid, faer, 3k s waen

o N

12. Retail Inflation Slows to 3.16% in April, Lowest in 69
Months
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MSMEs Lack Staff, Access to Formal Credit: SIDBI
Study

mﬁmwmww@aﬁwﬁ:
I ECif )

13.

Govandi residents up in arms over Deonar waste-to-energy project

[GS Paper IiI: Environment

Snehal Mutha
MUMBAI

Residents and activists
from  Mumbai’s  Go-
vandi area have raised
strong objections to the
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation’s (BMC) pro-
posed waste-to-energy
(WtE) plant at Deonar, the
country’s largest dumping
ground, claiming that the
22,648-crore facility will
worsen air quality and en-
danger public health.

The upcoming plant, to
be set up by Chennai MSW
Pvt Ltd over 8.2 hectares, is
expected to process 1,800
tonnes per day of munici-
pal waste and generate
eight megawatts of electric-
ity by October 2025. Ho-
wever, residents from near-
by Baiganwadi and Shivaji
Nagar fear it will emit toxic
gases, aggravating respira-
tory diseases in an already
vulnerable population.

“The prevalence of TB
and asthma is already high

=

Raising a stink: People say the plant will add to the woes of

=

residents, already battling TB and asthma. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

here. Every other house
has a patient. Adding
another  pollutant-heavy
project is dangerous,” said
Zakir (30), a resident of Bai-
ganwadi for 25 years.

Another Baiganwadi re-
sident, employed at the
dumping ground, echoed
the sentiment: “No tech-
nology can fully control
emissions. This will only
get dangerous.”

The area, home to over
10 lakh people across 200

slum pockets, also faces
further crowding due to
planned relocations from
the Dharavi redevelopment
project.

Legal battle

Bombay High Court lawyer
Abid Abbas Sayyed, repre-
senting concerned citizens,
has filed objections with
the BMC Commissioner,
Maharashtra Pollution
Control Board (MPCB), and
others. “The plant will re-

lease carcinogens, dioxins,
furans, carbon monoxide,
and sulphur oxides. Respi-
ratory diseases like asthma
and COPD are already ram-
pant here. What is the gua-
rantee that emissions will
be controlled?” he said.

While the BMC insists
the plant is environmental-
ly sound and MPCB-
cleared, residents re-
main unconvinced. “The
biomedical waste facility
here was also promised to
be safe. Now, we wake up
to black dust on our vehi-
cles and a constant foul
smell,” said Aditya, a 35-
year-old Shivaji Nagar resi-
dent working at the dump-
ing ground.

According to a Tata Insti-
tute of Social Sciences stu-
dy, the average life expec-
tancy in Govandi is just 39
years. “We are already
breathing methane and
other toxic gases from ex-
isting waste units. How
much more can we take?”
said Mr. Aditya.

Mr. Sayyed also high-
lighted that the biomedical
waste facility operated for
five years without MPCB
clearance. Despite a court
order for its relocation six
months ago, no action has
been taken. “How can we
trust the same agen-
cies [MPCB and BMC]
now?” he said.

Citizens’ group Go-
vandi New Sangam Welfare
Society filed a High Court
petition in October 2022,
demanding the facility’s
closure. In response, MPCB
officer Rakesh Dafade
stated the WtE project was
evaluated for over a year,
and measures like scrub-
bers, a 50-metre chimney,
and leachate treatment sys-
tems are planned to curb
pollution.

However, for residents,
the core concern re-
mains unaddressed - waste
segregation. “Deo-
nar’s waste is a toxic mix of
wet, dry, plastic, and even
biomedical material. With-

out proper segregation,
how can this project work
without causing harm?”
said Mr. Aditya.

Mr. Sayyed’s objection
letter accuses BMC of vio-
lating the Solid Waste Man-
agement Rules, 2016, par-
ticularly Rule 15, which
mandates segregation at
source and scientific pro-
cessing. It noted that the
low calorific value of Mum-
bai’s waste due to its high
organic content makes it
unsuitable for energy re-
covery, adding that seven
of the 14 WtE plants in In-
dia have already shut down
for similar reasons.

Residents are demand-
ing a stay on the project un-
til a thorough Environmen-
tal Impact Assessment and
medical and environmen-
tal studies in Govandi are
conducted.

An RTI application has
also been filed to access
clearance documentation
and environmental reports
related to the project.

Govandi residents up in arms over Deonar waste-to-

energy project

MaS & fAard TR FaL T FAT T4 H ITRASET F
e e &

Concerns over BMC’s proposed Waste-to-Energy (WtE) plant

BMC & y&a1ifad FaX & FT (WLE) IRIAVSAT T o f=aar
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* Residents and activists from Govandi in Mumbai have strongly objected to the BMC’s waste-
to-energy plant at Deonar, India’s largest dumping ground, claiming it will worsen air
guality and harm public health.

- HS & M3 & farel 3R HRIRAT BMC &I SgaR [&ue aer A ga@ 731 3f¥r a3z W yedrfaa
FAX @ ST AT Y IRAISTAT A7 FAEr 3T ¢ &, 37T shgell & foh S a1y Fporaan faergah 3k
STAEAELY $Y THATA g1 |

*» The plant, to be developed by Chennai MSW Pvt Ltd on 8.2 hectares, will process 1,800
tonnes of municipal waste per day and generate 8 megawatts of electricity by October
2025.

- g §IF AeeTs THUHSSY Wrsac fafAes canr 8.2 g9eax A faen @ ferar sirvam, it wfafesT
1,800 T IR FreRT JHEhT FLIM IR reFga 2025 I 8 AMATE farsrell Icea M|

* Nearby residents from Baiganwadi and Shivaji Nagar fear toxic gas emissions may worsen
respiratory diseases in an already vulnerable area.

« doreraTst 3R AT TR & 91 & fAardt sta € o saa fadel 3 el S agar @ &
TaesTefTer 817 7 e@@eT A & 31X 5T ThelT &

Local Testimonies and Health Concerns

FYTART 3re37a IR Fareey wa Rraw

« Zakir, a 30-year-old resident of Baiganwadi, says the area already has high rates of TB and
asthma, and adding another pollutant-heavy project is dangerous.

o FrAaTEY & 30 TNt e SR & T 6 5T &9 7 ggor O &) At 31k 3reyar & A IrfAF
g 3R = 31X ygwF TRAS ST TR B

» Another resident who works at the dumping ground said emission control technology cannot
fully eliminate risks, and the situation will become more dangerous.

« ST AT38 H HTH Fe el Teh 31T [AaTHY o gl foh IeHoteT AF=0T dahedle U e & @A
I WA AE A Tohdl, 3R ufa 31 off @awame & soet)

» The area houses over 10 lakh people across 200 slum pockets, and additional crowding is
expected due to Dharavi redevelopment relocation.

- g &1 200 ggaeit af¥aat # 10 @ @ 37 @t 1 eR 8, 3R 4R gaAfdwra a2 &
HROT TET 3R 31 ofig Sgar v 3meiT €

Legal Battle and Environmental Objections

FTeet A3TS 3iX wAtavoiy smafeat

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page5 2



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Pa la

a
www.patrioticias.in

* Bombay High Court lawyer Abid Abbas Sayyed has filed objections with the BMC
Commissioner and Maharashtra Pollution Control Board (MPCB).

» S TS HIC & Fehiel TG 36T 4G o BMC A 3R #AFRISE YgHOT f¥g=or 1S (MPCB)
& THeT IMafeT gof Y &

» He said the plant would release carcinogens, dioxins, furans, carbon monoxide, and
sulphur oxides, which could increase asthma and COPD cases.

- 3581t &gl o TIT q FEEHRY deq, STE3ifaas, WU, Faa Asiearss, 3R aent sdFass
fSepeldt, f T 3reyAT 31k COPD SR Aardg AFa &

* Despite BMC'’s claim that the project is environmentally sound and cleared by MPCB,
residents remain skeptical due to past failures.

- 3701 §1 BMC g &raT < @1 &1 foh I8 IR qafaror & arefsher & 31X 58 MPCB ganrT &l
farelr &, fohe off forarelr Wi # &1

* A biomedical waste facility in the area was also promised to be safe, but now residents face
black dust and foul smell daily.

« 5 &1 H Ueh TrRATSHA FaT AT bl # Tg ol AT TaIT AT AT, olfehet 31 G6T Flall g AR
gaTer AT 377e7d Bl & |

* ATISS study found the average life expectancy in Govandi is only 39 years.
« TISS & U e & 37[HR, Mast 7 e sfiaet yeamam A7 39 a9 B

Previous Violations and Trust Deficit

oo 3edud 3R faeara Hr A

» Sayyed pointed out that the biomedical waste facility operated for 5 years without MPCB
clearance, and no action has been taken even after a court order six months ago.

« I 7 AT o SRAATSHT FIT A MPCB Y #Ho{t & a1 5 Wl e #1 fvam, 31K &g 7
TEe IHETere & TS & STas[g PIS FRATS el €5

* He questioned how the same agencies (MPCB and BMC) can be trusted again.

« 3giel JoT [ adY T fadr (MPCB 3R BMC) 319 & #IR#Hg AT off Havel ¢

Citizens’ Petition and Technical Claims

AR 1T 3R dasdid gd

* The Govandi New Sangam Welfare Society filed a High Court petition in October 2022,
demanding closure of the facility.
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» IS 7 WIH ATHAT WATFE! o HFEAT 2022 H 3o AT 7 ATTAHT SR $, Torasd
IREAISAT §€ FIA T FIT DI IS |

* MPCB officer Rakesh Dafade stated that the project was evaluated for over a year, and it
includes pollution control measures like scrubbers, 50-metre chimney, and leachate
treatment systems.

« MPCB 31T Ther %1 o &gl foh 39 IRATSTT 6T Ueh a9 & HT8F THT d I & 718, 3K
$HH TFa, 50 Aex = Rwah, 3R ke dede Rves Sie yqwor fg=or sqaeare anfie &

Core Issues and Policy Violations
HET FAEATC A A soaesT

* Residents argue that the lack of waste segregation is the core problem, as Deonar’s waste is
a toxic mix of wet, dry, plastic, and biomedical waste.

- Tt o1 gt § foh FHeX T GUFHIOT e §1AT Jod TS FHAEAT B, FHoh SR T e
afer, §@, cef¥es 3N aRARFT Her o Tatars T &

» Sayyed’s objection letter accuses BMC of violating Solid Waste Management Rules, 2016,
especially Rule 15, which mandates segregation at source.

o A Y 39T 97 7 3T § 5 BMC o o1 &=R1 Yt a3+, 2016, A &7 8 @I#7 15 &1
Soolte fHaT &, ST BT 9T FAX F TUFFIOT 1 3HTATR AT 8|

* The letter also states that Mumbai’s waste has low calorific value due to its high organic
content, making it unsuitable for energy recovery.

« 97 7 Ig 371 gl 911 § T Ha$ F1 F90 3o SAfaw WA & HROT FH FEAT AT drern g, fSwd
TE Fall IeTge & T 3reqagerd ¥

* It noted that 7 of 14 WLE plants in India have shut down for similar reasons.

- 3T Ieord f3Ra a1 o IR & 14§ / 7 WLE S 53 0T F 91 81 75 &

Demands and Transparency Measures

AR 3R IRERIar i g

* Residents are demanding a stay on the project until a thorough Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) and health studies in Govandi are conducted.

« AT #AeT 2 7 & o T Toh MG F TATGR0T TG HedisheT (EIA) 3R Fareeq Heqq= 787 &
ST, a9 dh 39 IRAISTAT U Uk oI9S ATV

« An RTI application has been filed to access the project’s clearance documents and
environmental reports.
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T.N. CM inaugurates
houses for mahouts
in Nilgiris district

The Hindu Bureau
UDHAGAMANDALAM

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin on Tuesday vi-
sited the Theppakadu Ele-
phant Camp in the Mudu-
malai Tiger Reserve (MTR)
in the Nilgiris, where he al-
so inaugurated 44 houses
built for mahouts.

Mr. Stalin inaugurated
the mahout village, where
44 houses for as many fa-
milies had been construct-
ed at a cost of 5.6 crore.

Addressing the media
following the inauguration
of the mahout village, Mr.
Stalin said more develop-
ment works were planned
for the tiger reserve. He
said he was a regular visi-
tor to the Nilgiris, and
praised the district’s salu-
brious climate.

The Chief Minister also
flagged off 32 vehicles that
were handed over to the
Forest Department, and
fed elephants at the camp.

Mr. Stalin was accompa-
nied by Secretary of the
Environment, Climate

ML.K. Stalin

inaugurated the
mahout village,
where 44 houses had
been constructed at
a cost of ¥5.6 crore

Change and Forest Depart-
ment, Principal Chief Con-
servator of Forests Srinivas
Reddy, Chief Wildlife War-
den Rakesh Dogra, Nilgiris
Lok Sabha MP A. Raja, Col-
lector Lakshmi Bhavya
Tanneeru, and other top
officials from the Forest
Department.

Interaction with tribals
Earlier, Mr. Stalin made a
stop on the route to Thep-
pakadu and spoke to Adi-
vasi residents near Mava-
nallah.

He enquired with them
whether they had any grie-
vances that needed to be
addressed.

Mr. Stalin will inaugu-
rate the 127*" annual flower
show in Udhagamandalam
on Thursday.

Chief M|n|ster M.K. Stalln feeding an elephant at the Theppakadu
camp in the Mudumalai Tiger Reserve on Tuesday. M. SATHYAMOORTHY

T.N. CM inaugurates houses for mahouts
in Nilgiris district

affereTg FEgE a A e & #gaat
& forw marat #1 3guTesT

- Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin on
Tuesday visited the Theppakadu Elephant
Camp in the Mudumalai Tiger Reserve (MTR) in
the Nilgiris, where he inaugurated 44 houses
built for mahouts.

» afAeeTg F FETHAE vA.F. FIfAeT A Hrerar HY
A e & FAgaems TR Rerd (MTR) 7 e
Ioqerg geft AR #1 gl R, et segier wgTaal
& foIT ITC T 44 AFTAT FHT 3gETE fHATI

» Mr. Stalin inaugurated the mahout village, where 44 houses
for as many families had been constructed at a cost of ¥5.6
crore.

« 57 TCifolel o AT T FT 3cTIC fohdT, JTaT 44 IRART & foIw
€5.6 HUS DI AT H 44 HBTA IATT AT g |

* Addressing the media after the inauguration, Mr. Stalin said
that more development works were planned for the tiger
reserve.

* 3gHTes o §T HSAT § ST I §U A Ferfere = et i
IR Nod & fav 3k fasrw st r A= s 718§

* He said he was a regular visitor to the Nilgiris and praised
the district’s salubrious climate.

» 31l gl o I alterfardt o frarfdrer amerge € 3ik ool & Faeyr
STeraTy T YT |
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* The Chief Minister also flagged off 32 vehicles that were handed over to the Forest
Department.

« HEIHAT o et FAer ot AT 37T 32 ATg=it Y Iarer ot feoha|

* He also fed elephants at the camp.

« Iogial RIS & g1fda &Y °ary off R

* Mr. Stalin was accompanied by Secretary of the Environment, Climate Change and Forest
Department, Principal Chief Conservator of Forests Srinivas Reddy, Chief Wildlife
Warden Rakesh Dogra, Nilgiris Lok Sabha MP A. Raja, Collector Lakshmi Bhavya
Tanneeru, and other senior Forest Department officials.

« A TeTferet & AT qATawor, Srerary aRader AR a1 femmer & @, e gune o W
AMferare 13N, 7T Fog<ia waTF T SPRT, AR & qrag v e, fSrarfasrd aqasd srean
dea% 31T 377 aes g fasmer Yy 3ufdera 9

Interaction with tribals
fearfaaY @ ara<a

* Earlier, Mr. Stalin made a stop on the route to Theppakadu and spoke to Adivasi residents
near Mavanallah.

- 5HY Tgel A FETiolel o ATIHTZ & IEA A ATACATE & I $© AT & [T Fehehy Ifeardt
et & sradia

» He enquired whether they had any grievances that needed to be addressed.

« 3ogiel 38 YBT o 1 3e7eht S Rwrd § it Gorstel T 3aRTehd & |

Upcoming Event: Flower Show Inauguration

AT FTAFH: Tl TGt T 3HTET

* Mr. Stalin will inaugurate the 127th annual flower show in Udhagamandalam on Thursday.

« A7 TTIfeIeT AR T FLIASEH H AN glet arelr 12741 ATF el FaRiell 7 Seenest Hd|

Project Tiger and Tiger Reserves

Yeige TR 3R TR Reed
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e Project Tiger is a wildlife conservation initiative launched by the Government of
India in 1973 to protect the declining population of tigers in the country.

WIAFE TFIN Ueh qodoild HIETT Igel o Toldl AR FIHR GaNT 1973 7 o1 &
"edl aTal I §edr H BT &
fow & fomar arm )

e The project aims to create a viable
population of wild tigers in their

Rajaji Namdapha

natural habitat and ensure their R, e Kamlang
- - = T e Pakke
conservation, along with the . e
f 3 Dudhwa - UXi :
H H Sariska Valmiki
ecosystems they inhabit. s
58 IRV T 36327 3% Wiy
YThfas ATare & Sierelt arat $
TF SAEIRS TEE dIR HIAT
3R 3% - 3T -
qIRFPafad aF 1 axetor e
e = Nagarjunasagar-Srisailam (NSTR)
gﬁﬁa'a'm %’| Dandeli-Anshi i
Bhadra
- - .1 sl :1: - Bilgiri Ranganatha Temple TR
Historical Background . i
LN Megamalai

A%
“ Parambikulam A Kalakkad Mundanthurai
.

Periyar

e Project Tiger was initiated on April
1, 1973, by then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi in response to the alarming decline in
tiger numbers due to poaching, habitat loss, and human encroachment.

WISteFe TTSIR T QE3T 1 3rer 1973 Y Achrellel TeTaAHHT $Fear ameft canr
s oY, S IR, 3marw Y g1far 3R Ae rfaswaAor & wRor st Hr sk
Rrge &1 gfafshar & o)

e First Tiger Reserve: The first tiger reserve established under this project was Jim
Corbett National Park in Uttarakhand.

gl 3R Reid: 39 IRIASAT & dgd TATAT Ugell a5k Rord 3a3r@s &
fow Fide IdT 387 1|

Tiger Reserves in India (2025)

HRT # a9 AHIRVT (2025)
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As of March 2025, India has 58 tiger reserves, covering approximately 82,836.44
square kilometers, which is about 2.3% of the country's total land area.

AT 2025 doh, AR & 58 919 AHIRUY &, ST I9T973T 82,836.44 T fheiHIeY
EAhel & ol g, ST &2 & FHol Mol &7 1 STeTT 2.3% & |

These reserves are established under Project Tiger, initiated in 1973, and are
administered by the National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA).

¥ TARUY HieieFe TR, ST 7o 1973 F & T a7 a1, & dgd FA1iad fohw
T g 3R SoTenT TATHA TUSET e [IETOT WIf&aRIor (NTCA) garT forar rar
gl

India is home to approximately 3,682 wild tigers, accounting for nearly 75% of the
world's wild tiger population.

ART H TTITHIT 3,682 97 S g, ot faeg & $T d-g qT STTIEAT T STHT

75% &1

Notable Tiger Reserves
911'!3' dY AR
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Nagarjunsagar-Srisailam Tiger Reserve (Andhra Pradesh & Telangana): The
largest in India, spanning 3,296.31 sq km.

ARRSAARR-SEH eI R (3 weer 3R Aeman): 9 & qad a37
dT9 HARCY g, FSTHhT &7 3,296.31 g9t fFaAt 81

Bor Tiger Reserve (Maharashtra): The smallest, covering only 138.12 sq km.

IR TR RO (AERTSE): AR T AGH BT ST AHIRUYT g, ST hdel 138.12
gt A e 81

Sundarbans Tiger Reserve (West Bengal): Famous for its unique mangrove
ecosystem.

Hetae IR Red (TReer domer): et fafRrse Aot oikfeufadh aa & faw
gffey gl

Bandhavgarh National Park (Madhya Pradesh): Known for a high density of tigers.
TG TS 38T (AL WaR): 96l 6 3eF goidT & oI ST ST ¢

Ranthambore National Park (Rajasthan): Popular for tiger sightings and historical
ruins.
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TR AT 3T (ISEYT): amEt F g2 3R dfaeRw weei F fov

gfey gl
Kaziranga National Park (Assam): Renowned for the one-horned rhinoceros and
tigers.

FIART [T 3G (3FA): T Hier arar A3 3R araf & fow gfdey Bl

State-wise Distribution

Tsgar fadawor

Madhya Pradesh: Leads with 9 tiger reserves, including the latest addition, Madhav
Tiger Reserve, declared on March 9, 2025.

HET YS9 O 919 FHIAROAT & 1Y 3730t & forgs 9 ARy 2025 o ;g fhar
IGT ATYT IR Rora a7 enfAer g

Maharashtra and Karnataka: Each has multiple reserves contributing significantly to
tiger conservation.

ABRTSE 3 Felles: AT ToAT H HS a9 FHARYY &, ST a1 FIETOT 3
FEcAYQT ARG & &

Objectives

3R

Habitat Protection: Tiger reserves serve as critical habitats for tigers and other wildlife species,
contributing to biodiversity conservation.

Eco-tourism: Many reserves promote eco-tourism, which helps generate revenue for local communities
and conservation efforts.

Research and Education: These areas serve as important sites for wildlife research and education, helping
raise awareness about conservation.

Population Viability: To ensure a viable population of tigers in the wild by
safeguarding their habitats.

SITHEAT SYagrIdr. dTal & ATarEl & I8 HIh STl H 3eTeh! cATG@IRSG TS
giafRed w3

Biodiversity Conservation: To protect not only tigers but also the diverse flora and
fauna within their ecosystems.
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arel fAfaer gereafa stk shat Fr s e e

e Community Participation: To involve local communities in conservation efforts and
promote eco-friendly practices.

eges amefierdy. Tt weerat S HETOT GATEl A A e 3R

YATEROT-HThel T T TGrar &

Paym

sta fafdurar wator: Fao At & A6 afew 3a TRfEUfad a7 o o=

ent firms must reveal

client info in crime cases: HC

Confidentiality must coexist with accountability, says court; PhonePe contended that digital

payment intermediaries had immunity from disclosing information to anyone, except courts

|GS Paper llI: Internal Security

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

bserving that “the
0 duty to protect da-
ta must yield

where public interest and
criminal investigation in-
tersect”, the Karnataka
High Court has said that
digital payment intermedi-
aries such as PhonePe has
no complete immunity un-
der the law from disclosing
confidential information
about transaction details/
account credentials of re-
gistered users to the police
for investigation in a crimi-
nal case.

“The protection of con-
sumer privacy cannot
eclipse the lawful impera-
tive of investigating officers
to secure evidence and

PhonePe contended that it is
protected from disclosing
information to anyone.

take the investigation to its
logical conclusion. Confi-
dentiality must coexist
with accountability,” the
court observed. Justice M.
Nagaprasanna made these
observations while dismis-

sing a plea filed by Pho-
nePe Pvt. Ltd.

Summons questioned
The company had ques-
tioned the summons is-
sued by CEN police station,
Bengaluru Rural district,
asking the company to give
certain information about
transactions on a com-
plaint lodged by a person
alleging that he had lost
money in 2022 while using
several digital payment
gateways.

It was contended by
PhonePe that digital pay-
ment intermediaries had
immunity from disclosing
information to anyone, in-
cluding the police, except
the courts, under the pro-
visions of the Payment and
Settlement Systems (PSS)

Act, 2007 and the Bankers
Books Evidence (BBE) Act.

“The provision itself
carves out that except
where such disclosure
would be required in obe-
dience to the orders
passed by the court of
competent jurisdiction or
a statutory authority in ex-
ercise of power conferred
under the statute,” the
court noted.

Hence, the court said
that the investigating offic-
er was a statutory authori-
ty,who was acting in terms
of the powers conferred
under the Code of Criminal
Procedure while conduct-
ing investigation, and the-
refore the contention that
details could not be di-
vulged could not be ac-
cepted.
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Payment Firms Must Reveal Client Info in Crime Cases: HC
3TORTE & AT 7 ATEH T SATFARRT FT FATHT FIAT ST 3
JqidTeld

» The Karnataka High Court has ruled that digital payment intermediaries like PhonePe must
disclose transaction details and account credentials of registered users to the police for
criminal investigations.

« ShoAlcehT 3= FATATeIT o g 0T foran § for BfSreer aferamer sreawdl 54 PhonePe &1 gfera &t
Ae-ge aRor 3R @rar faaver @ies g9y, arfes srawmer s 81§ |

» The court emphasized that confidentiality must coexist with accountability, and privacy
protection cannot overshadow the legal obligation of investigators to secure evidence.

« 3TETId o Ig SR T for Mu=iirar & saraed) & AT Tg-37dcd & (g1 A1y, 3R Maehaar
Y T&TT 1 Fefel! FIFAERY & HTHA 81 37T TR, ST SAerahat3it 1 W [T & [T a2 &

« Justice M. Nagaprasanna made these observations while dismissing a plea filed by PhonePe
Pvt. Ltd., challenging the summons issued by the CEN police in Bengaluru.

» T[S A, ARTTHeT 7 Jg fTATOrAT FY §U PhonePe Pvt. Ltd. gaRT &R I1faeT
@rist T3, foras dares # CEN i gaRT SIRY @& &l gatch & a1$ o |

* PhonePe argued that digital payment intermediaries had immunity from revealing information
to anyone, including the police, except under court orders.

» PhonePe & T fohar o fSfteet STl sreaedl &1 gfar 1 SiTefehll &t & e JTed &, shael
FIE F 3T F 6 & I§ SATHRI &1 S Fohell &

* However, the court clarified that the investigating officer, acting under the Criminal
Procedure Code, is a statutory authority who can demand such information.

« gTeTTTeh, 3TaTeld o TUse e & o s, o Ffaea IR Fs F dea s T g, v
denfae WTHRT § St 37 YR T STHARRY 9T ThelT &

» The court ruled that consumer privacy cannot override the public interest and criminal
investigation imperatives.

« 3TcTold & Ig AT fear o 3uaadar Musadar s aaafas fed 3R 3rawrer s Fr 3maegsar a
3170 FAgea =igt f&ar 31 FehdT|
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India notifies WTO of plan to impose
retaliatory tariffs on U.S. imports

This comes in retaliation for the imposition of 25% import duties on steel and aluminium by US;; India says that proposed

measures will be in form of a suspension of concessions or other obligations on selected products originating in the US.

[GS Paper 1l: WTO

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

t a time when India
Aand the U.S. are in
talks over a trade

deal, fresh tensions have
emerged as India has noti-
fied the World Trade Or-
ganization (WTO) of its
proposal to impose tariffs
on $7.6 billion worth of im-
ports from the U.S. in reta-
liation for that country
raising its import duties on
steel and aluminium to
25%.

According to a commu-
nication from the WTO, In-
dia’s reciprocal measures
could kick in 30 days from
the date it sent its notifica-
tion to the WTO — May 9.
The WTO said it was circu-
lating the communication
“at the request of the dele-
gation of India”.

The matter first became
a point of friction during
U.S. President Donald
Trump’s first term, when
in 2018, he had first im-
posed higher tariffs on
steel and aluminium im-
ports. Then, in February
2025, with effect from
March, at the start of his se-
cond term, he modified

India notifies WTO of plan to impose retaliatory tariffs on U.S.

imports

India’s move to impose tariffs on American imports is in response to
the U.S. raising its import duties on steel. REUTERS

this by imposing tariffs of

25% on imports of steel
and aluminium and remov-
ing all country-specific and
product-specific  exemp-
tions that most countries
had managed to obtain.
While the U.S. had de-
clined overtures from In-
dia in April for talks over
the matter, saying these
higher tariffs were not safe-
guard measures but were
taken in the interest of na-
tional security, India has
maintained that they are

India’s reciprocal
measures could kick
in 30 days from the
date it sent its
notification to WTO

safeguard measures.

“The measures have not
been notified by the United
States to the WTO, but are,
in essence, safeguard mea-
sures,” India asserted in its
communication to the
WTO. “India maintains

that the measures taken by
the United States are not
consistent with the Gener-
al Agreement on Tariffs
and Trade, 1994 (GATT
1994) and Agreement on
Safeguards (AoS).”

Further, it said that
since the U.S. did not hold
mandatory consultations
under Article 12.3 of the
AoS, India had the right to
retaliate.

It added that “India re-
serves the right to suspend
concessions or other obli-
gations... that are substan-
tially equivalent to the ad-
verse effects of the
measure to India’s trade”.

India further said that
its proposed measures
would be in the form of a
suspension of concessions
or other obligations on se-
lected products originating
in the U.S., which would in
effect result in an increase
in tariffs on these items.

“India reserves its right
to suspend concessions or
other obligations after the
expiration of thirty days
from the date of this notifi-
cation (May 9, 2025),” it
added.

The  communication
further said that the U.S.

measures would affect $7.6
billion worth of imports in-
to the U.S. from India, on
which the duty collection
would be $1.91 billion.

“Accordingly,  India’s
proposed suspension of
concessions would result
in an equivalent amount of
duty collected from pro-
ducts originating in the
U.S.,” it added.

India said it would in-
form both the Council for
Trade in Goods and the
Committee on Safeguards
of the WTO on “the next
appropriate steps”.

Not the first time

If India does go ahead with
its retaliatory measures, it
would not be the first time.
In June 2019, India im-
posed higher tariffs on 28
products from the U.S. af-
ter the U.S. removed India
from its Generalised Sys-
tem of Preferences (GSP)
and refused to discontinue
its 2018 steel and alumini-
um tariffs.

The duties — covering
$240 million in trade value
— were withdrawn in Sep-
tember 2023, after Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
state visit to Washington.

R & WTO &Y AT 3T 9T gfaenenrca® SRE oema Y
AT Y GIAT &
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- India has notified the World Trade Organization (WTO) of its plan to
impose tariffs on $7.6 billion worth of imports from the U.S.

« R A 32T SR Fraa (WTO) F HARST A g1 a1 7.6 3T STeR &
31T 9T ERE S Y 37T At Y Faar Y

» This move comes in retaliation to the 25% import duties imposed by the U.S. on steel and
aluminium.

» T e FARHT carT T 3R TegfATATR T 25% AT Yok ST & Finer H S/ 1ar
gl

* India said the proposed action would be in the form of a suspension of concessions or
other obligations on selected products from the U.S.

« TR 1 gl o JEaTiaa rars giaar AR seurel w Rarat a1 3 qiieat #t ek
Hel oh TT H gl

WTO Notification and Timelines

WTO &Y Feare 3w

* According to the WTO, India's reciprocal measures could begin 30 days after the May 9
notification.

* WTO & 378, SR &l Ticrileiicseh shIiars 9 7S &t Faialm & 30 foait a1e & 81 Fehcll &1

» The WTO stated it circulated the communication “at the request of the delegation of India.”

» WTO o T foh I8 gorall "0Rd & Fiafaftaser & e o J1si 1 a1g o |

Background of the Trade Dispute

AR faare S geasifa

* The issue started in 2018 during U.S. President Donald Trump’s first term, when he
imposed higher tariffs on steel and aluminium imports.

- I FeeT 2018 7 IARAY Uegufer eres £ F Tg FRIFTE A YT T AT, 5 Segial Tl I
T AT o 3t TR o |

* In February 2025, at the start of Trump’s second term, the U.S. imposed 25% tariffs again
and removed all exemptions.

« BE 2025 H T & GEY FIHTE Y YT A IANFT F T & 25% RE oamw 317wt gei
I ger |
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India’s Position at WTO
WTO & $IRd 6T feufa

* The U.S. rejected India’s request in April 2025 for talks, stating the tariffs were for national
security, not safeguard measures.

« JTANEHT o IS 2025 F HRA o WY ST & 3T T TG hgep WIS A TG & Ig ERE
USET F&T o ToIT §, F&Tr 39T =71 |

* India responded that these are safeguard measures and not notified by the U.S. to the
WTO.

» TR & Sfael 12T foh & &t 3ura § 3N 3R o s0¢ WTO o1 gfara aigh fmam 8

+ India argued that the U.S. actions violate the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, 1994
(GATT 1994) and the Agreement on Safeguards (AoS).

« R o T e o 3R FETS GATT 1994 3T AT 3UTAT TR FASANT (A0S) T 3eoleed
A B

* India also said that the U.S. failed to conduct mandatory consultations under Article 12.3 of
the AoS.

« 9 o I 801 gl Toh ITARHT AoS & Iegeds 12.3 F ded Afaard et AT FA A
[CEERG

India's Proposed Measures

AR & gEdrad 39T

* India stated it has the right to retaliate and suspend concessions or obligations equivalent
to the damage caused to its trade.

-mﬁw%wmmﬁywaﬁwmwaﬁaﬂrmﬁmmﬁ
fordfad Fa F1 3MWFR T

* These measures will take the form of tariff hikes on selected U.S. products.

- ¥ 3UTY gfeier ARFY 3carel o SR g1 & & A gt

* India reserves the right to implement these suspensions 30 days after May 9, 2025.

« {RA o gl T a8 31 feiastl & 9 7S 2025 & 30 & a1g A1) FXa 7 SR WA B |

* The U.S. measures affect $7.6 billion of Indian exports, leading to $1.91 billion in duties.

* JATRHI 3URH ¥ HRA & 7.6 I STeR o (T Fo1faet gt &, fad 1.91 3R sfe &7 Yosh
T BT &
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* India will impose equivalent duties on imports from the U.S.
* SR 3TARGRT A AT T SRR hY SJET M|

¢ India said it will inform both the Council for Trade in Goods and the Committee on
Safeguards of the WTO regarding further steps.

* TR o gl foh I WTO I 9 Sa19R IR A &t 39rd FRAT 1 31mar B hixarg
ST 3T |

Previous Retaliatory Action by India

AR T RS yfaenercas FRaE

* In June 2019, India imposed higher tariffs on 28 U.S. products after the U.S. removed
India from the GSP and continued the 2018 steel-aluminium tariffs.

« [T 2019 #, AR GaRT HRA T GSP A a6 el 3 2018 F FE-vegfAfagsr Rw sy
TG & 91G AR o 28 FARAT 3ca1at T 357 SR e

* These duties, covering $240 million in trade, were withdrawn in September 2023 following
Prime Minister Modi’s state visit to Washington.

+ 240 FATIIT STeR & SATIR FT TR Xt dTel I Yodh, TeTAHAT AN Y FIfIres =T F a1
RAdex 2023 A geT AT T |
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JClincreases
MSP of jute to
stop distress
selling of crop

|GS Paper lIl: MSP

The Hindu Bureau
KOLKATA

The Jute Corporation of In-
dia (JCI) has increased the
minimum selling price
(MSP) of jute from 35,335
to 35,650 per quintal to dis-
courage distress selling of
crops by farmers for the
crop year 2025-26.

The JCI officials have al-
so asked farmers not to fall
into the trap of middlemen
and dealers and sell their
crop below the MSP to en-
sure the growth of the
industry.

The new MSP will be ap-
plicable from the crop year
which starts on July 1 for
middle grade jute, and the
prices for other grades will
also increase in parity.

“For the past three or
four years, we have been
working with the Indian
Space Research Organisa-
tion to help understand
crop cultivation and envi-
ronmental factors, check
soil quality, moisture, pro-
duction, and more,” Moloy
Chandan Chakraborty, Jute
Commissioner, said.

He said the authorities
were doing active data col-
lection through remote
sensing to mitigate pro-
blems and make positive
changes.
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JCl increases MSP of jute to stop distress selling of
crop

wHe T AL A AT et & AT SA3ms & spe 1
THTH! 1T

- The Jute Corporation of India (JCI) has increased the
Minimum Support Price (MSP) of jute from ¥5,335 to ¥5,650
per quintal for the crop year 2025-26, to discourage distress
selling by farmers.

* S[C HIURAT IHTF AT (ICI) 7 FE=T GanT ATl 7 woe
A @ Ul F fAT 2025-26 FHT 99 &F AT [T FT 71w
FHAT T (MSP) 5,335 @ qg1a ¥5,650 Ufer fFaee a1 feam 1

« JCI officials have urged farmers not to fall into the trap of middlemen and
dealers and not to sell their crop below the MSP, to ensure the growth of the
jute industry.

- SIS HRAFIRAT o forarir & 3merg forar & 76 3 Rl stk i e v a1
B8 3R 379N FHe TATHU! § FH AT 9 A 99, dlfh S[C 3GANT Y Jafer
gARerd & o #eh|

* The new MSP will be applicable from the crop year starting July 1, and it
applies to middle-grade jute; prices of other grades will also rise
proportionately.

- ¢ THTHD 1 FATE { YE B aTel FHel 9§ § 9] gl 3R Ig FAeg#w Aoft & 5[
TR Sl B, 3o ATOTAY Y Freret o reqarer & wgaft|
* For the past three or four years, JCI has been working with the Indian Space

Research Organisation (ISRO) to monitor crop cultivation, soil quality,
moisture, production, and other environmental factors.

- R et a1 TR st & SIS SR AReT AqHUTT WS (ISRO) & 6y
THeeY et Y Alt, FyaT oraer, T, Feuree 3N 3T TATEoir FRFT 1 fFIRwEA
ERRGRS

» Moloy Chandan Chakraborty, Jute Commissioner, said that remote sensing is being used
for active data collection to address problems and bring about positive changes.

+ SC YT AT TG Tt o1 gl o RANE AT & AeaH & WhrT Se1 ¥ag s @ e
ofTfeh FHAEAT3 T &Y foham ST Aeh 3R HHRIcHS el Tl ST T |
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Scientists have found a cricket
evolving rapidly to beat a new threat

Pacific field crickets in Hawaii evolved quieter songs to evade invasive parasitoid flies introduced by climate-driven migrations; the flies, however, rapidly adapted their hearing

to detect these new sounds; the escalating arms race highlights how climate change can force unpredictable evolutionary shifts in vulnerable ecosystems

Rupsy Khurana

limate change is reshaping the

world — and perhaps nowhere

more so than in the wild. As

ecosystems change, species
forced to move to new locations in search
of the resources they need to live. Unlike
some human-made borders that are
visible as fences and walls, the wild at
large has numerous borders invisible to
humans crisscrossing each other. When
climate change causes an animal to
migrate, it may cross one of these borders
— and there new challenges await.

Some newcomers quietly adapt to their
new environs. Others go rogue and
become invasive, throwing the lives of
native species into chaos. These invasions
are becoming more common, which
means more and more native species are
being forced to make a choice: evolve to
survive or perish.

A love song vanishes

On the Hawaiian islands, Pacific field
crickets (Teleogryllus oceanicus) evolved —
and how. To avoid being hunted by an
invasive parasitoid fly called Ormia
ochracea, they have started remixing the
songs they’ve been using to find mates.
But according to a study published
recently in Current Biology, these escape
plans might not be foolproof, at least not
yet.

About 30 years ago, as O. ochracea flies
flew into Hawaii from tropical America,
the sound of Pacific field crickets’ love
songs vanished from the islands. Using
their acute sense of hearing, the flies were
able to zero in on male crickets as they
sang and lay their eggs inside the crickets’
bodies. When the larvae hatched, they
fed on the nutrients around them and
eventually burrowed out, killing the
crickets.

“About 20 years ago, we discovered a
population on Kauai [in Hawaii] that had
gone completely silent because a
mutation on their wing erased the
sound-producing structures in these
crickets,” University of Denver professor
Robin Tinghitella said. “Males still rubbed
their wings together, but no sound came
out. It was a pretty wild discovery. The
mutation swept through the island
because it protected crickets from flies.”

Recently, however, Tinghitella’s group
discovered populations of Pacific field
crickets that still sang — but the music was
somewhat different: it contained some
additional subdued purrs and rattles. It
differed in both frequency and amplitude
from the original music. The researchers
found that it was still loud enough to
attract females but quiet enough to evade
0. ochracea flies.

; 250

Two domestic crickets feed on a carrot in this rep

image. The

estimated to be eight-times higher than those of birds, mammals or reptiles. SEAN WALLACE (CC BY-54)

To Tinghitella, the crickets’ new
adaptation signalled a “rapid pace of
evolutionary change.”

Step by step? No, thanks
“This got us wondering: could the flies be
evolving to keep up?” she continued.
“This kicked off a series of lab and field
experiments to see if the neural and
behavioural responses of flies were
responding to changes in cricket songs.”

To test if the flies were evolving in sync
with their prey, the researchers compared
the sensitivity of Hawaiian flies to certain
sounds and frequencies with that of
lab-maintained native flies from Florida.
The ancestral Floridian flies were most
sensitive to sounds around 4-6 kHz, which
is also the frequency most field crickets
call at. On the other hand, the researchers
found, the O. ochracea flies had
broadened their hearing range, tuning
into sounds from 6 to 20 kHz.

Next, they placed a live fly on a
spherical treadmill with speakers on
either side. When they played synthetic
pre-recorded cricket songs, the i

Ancestral Floridian flies were
most sensitive to sounds around
4-6 kHz, which is the frequency
most crickets call at. On the
other hand, the 0. ochracea flies
had broadened their hearing
range, tuning into sounds from 6
to 20 kHz

“Instead, the flies have become more
responsive to a broad range of sounds
that might allow them to track a variety of
changes in cricket song.”

When the male crickets make new
sounds, they aren’t changing the way they
interact with flies alone. Female crickets
have also become less picky in this time
about male songs. “If the females had still
preferred only the traditional song, males
with the mutations [that cause purrs and
rattles] would not have succeeded. They
would have gone locally extinct,”
Tinghitella said.

A new

flies were more responsive to the purrs
and rattles of Pacific field crickets than
their ancestral counterparts.

Despite the crickets’ efforts to stay
under the radar, the flies could still find
them.

“What we are seeing isn’t a classic
incremental step-by-step co-evolution,
where the cricket changes a little bit in
one direction and then the fly carefully
tracks that, and so on,” said Tinghitella.

How much and how quickly a species can
evolve depends on its resilience,
generation time, the plasticity of its traits,
and ecological pressure. For example,
organisms with short generation times,
like insects, reproduce rapidly, so they
have more chances to evolve, potentially
allowing them to respond faster to new
threats. Likewise, more long-lived species
may be more vulnerable. Even beyond
these considerations, unexpected and

of insects are falling in many parts of the world. Their extinction rates are

THE GIST

After 0. ochracea flies arrived,
the love songs of Pacific field
crickets vanished. The flies
were able to zero in on male
crickets and lay their eggs
inside their bodies. When the
larvae hatched, they burrowed
out, killing the crickets

v

Crickets adapted by changing
the song. Female crickets also
became less picky by accepting
males with the mutations that
allowed them to change their
tune; without this adaptation,
they would have gone extinct
v

Rapid evolution could explain
why some invaders do so well
or why some species manage
to cope. To predict how these
interactions are going to play
out in the long term,
understanding how evolution
happens in these situations is
key

synergistic pressures may still destabilise
either type of species, Viraj Torsekar, an
ecologist at GITAM Deemed to be
University, Hyderabad, said.

The populations of insects are falling in
many parts of the world. Their extinction
rates are estimated to be eight-times
higher than those of birds, mammals, or
reptiles. Their vulnerability means even if
conditions become more unfavourable
than usual for a short period - e.g., a year
with bad weather — populations are more
liable to collapse than longer lived
organisms that can better face a
fluctuating threat, Cleo Bertelsmeier,
professor in the department of ecology
and evolution at the University of
Lausanne, Switzerland, said.

As global warming, extreme weather,
and biological invasions intensify,
predicting how species with varying
ecological needs will respond to
compounding pressures is becoming
increasingly challenging. Many
researchers are looking at the genomic
architecture of wild insect species to
predict their ability to adapt.

According to Tinghitella, rapid
evolution could explain why some
invaders do so well or why some species
manage to cope. To predict how these
interactions are going to play out in the
long-term, understanding how evolution
happens in these situations is key.

(Rupsy Khurana is Science
Communication and Outreach Lead at the
National Centre for Biological Sciences,

u. khurana.rup il.com)
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Scientists have found a cricket evolving rapidly to beat a new
threat

AT o T AT & aIR A I1—T ST doif T 7IT @l <l & faw
ReRaawEre

- Pacific field crickets in Hawaii evolved to produce quieter songs to
avoid being detected by the invasive parasitoid fly Ormia ochracea.

- ga1$ & YRATFE Fres fhdea st Ormia ochracea ATAF JTHAVTHRYT
WIHTECISS Fars @ F9a & forw are afial &1 scdreet e o

» These changes are in response to the flies that evolved their hearing to detect the crickets'
songs.

* I TEATT FoATS Sl T T Tsha &, TSiegiet fohehed o 3T ol T ofaTTal & ToIT 379eiT Fotol ST &TH AT
[EEaR LS

» The ongoing evolutionary "arms race" highlights how climate change can force unpredictable
shifts in vulnerable ecosystems.

« SR TehrHTcHe "gRIART 1 &5 g aeiich § fo srerarg alader 8 gacerelier arRfEufehr
gonfordt 7 FfAATSd seord of ohdT gl

Climate Change and Its Impact on Species

Srerary aiader 3T g8 yenfaal @ werma

+ Climate change is forcing species to migrate to new locations in search of resources.

 STAATY TR TS &t FHTEAT ST TN 7 AT TATAT TR AT et & T AT ¢ W8

* While some species adapt quietly, others become invasive and disrupt native species.
ST T FSTITcl GIeTT 3fefehieid 81 STl §, 37 JThAUTRRT Sefehl TATAY FoTicrat
faafea st &

* Native species must decide whether to evolve or perish in the face of invasions.

o TUTAY FSTTAGT Y ITHACT & TH Tg 0T oA gielr & T 9 faefaa gieft ar A Smaa |

A Love Song Vanishes

U OF g A @y AT ®
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» Pacific field crickets in Hawaii began to evolve silent mutations in response to the threat posed
by the invasive fly Ormia ochracea about 30 years ago.

- gats H YTATPe Fres fohched ¥ ST9T919T 30 TTeT Ugel HTHAUTSHRT Fells Ormia ochracea &
3ceel WeR o SaTd & AleT ScaRactel Taeh & e & fahar|

» The mutation that erased their sound-producing wing structures became widespread,
protecting crickets from the flies.

* 9§ 3cIRAdT Sif 3eTch €afel 3ol et Aol UG TAITAT3AT I THST ST AT, ST gl 9T AR
fohehcd Y Fermsor & S|

» More recently, crickets have adapted by creating quieter songs with additional purrs and rattles
to evade detection by the flies.

« BTcT &1 #, TohoheH o FellSof GaRT Ul ¥ §da & folv AfaRerd 1sersige 3R &Rel & |y end
It o1 THATOT &hteh 3Tefehelel FohaT & |

Evolving to Keep Up
Helhelel & ATY A qGalT

» The invasive flies quickly adapted their hearing to detect the new cricket songs, increasing the
evolutionary arms race.

* JTHHVTHRT FATSSl o SToal U 3T Gelot T &THAT 1 7T fohehe Il BT I ot & forw
eIl fonar, Toredr faenrdTcaeh g &1 als 9l

« Studies showed that Hawaiian flies have broadened their hearing range, from 6 to 20 kHz,
allowing them to track a variety of cricket songs.

« ITETIEAT o feET o §aTS & FollSoT o 3T GoTol T AT 1 6 F 20 kHz deh da1 e g, ored
q forehe AT $r AR ATOIIT T IaT ST & TeTH g a0 &

* Researchers found that Hawaiian flies were more responsive to the purrs and rattles of the
new cricket songs than the ancestral flies.

« QMTHATHT o UIT Fob gaTs T Felrsof AT fohehe aMdl I aTsarsTae 3R Tiet & yfd qaaii &
FelSol W 377 FaceTeier o |

* Despite the crickets' efforts to remain under the radar, the flies were still able to find them.

« fohahed T TR A 18T et T RN & ardsfe, Forrser i 8ff 3¢ goat 7 et i

Not Just a Cricket Issue

7 farth e T ayeer 81 ¥
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* The crickets' new song adaptation also altered female preferences; females became less picky
about male songs.

« foheheq & AT a0l & JeTehelel o HTGT T TRATASATIN I 81 der fe; AT 379 o ol & IR &
HH TIATcHS &l 5|

» Without this change, males with the new mutations would have gone locally extinct.

* SH Feelld o [T, T TRl dTel 7T FATAT T F Fefce 81 1T git |

A New Challenge
% Teitell

* The ability of a species to evolve depends on factors such as its resilience, generation time,
the plasticity of its traits, and ecological pressure.

« Rt getfa & TARfAd giet ST &7 T sTah HgeTefierdar, T T 57T, sH% ofeTult Fr aemas iRk
IR gaT Sd FRA W FIR FIAT B

» For example, organisms with short generation times, like insects, reproduce rapidly,
increasing their chances to evolve and allowing faster responses to new threats.

« 3ETEI0T & oI, ST Sal &7 e G T FAT 81T &, ST dIe, T doil H Yool Hd g, fordd 31
IR A gleT T THTAATY ¢ ST & 3R AT TART A SToeT fafshar i H eI gl ¢ |

* Longer-lived species may be more vulnerable, as they have fewer opportunities to evolve
rapidly.

« SIeT 3 aTel ISATT! 37Tk HagsTiTel & Tehdll &, FATTeh 3elch I cIoil & Taehfad gt o el
Flh gId Bl

* Unexpected and synergistic pressures can destabilize both short-lived and long-lived
species.

« YR 3T gEareh qa1T St Yo T Tl Y 3TN Y Hehd &, T 3 ©IET 35 arelr g
T of«ll 37 aTell|

* Insect populations are declining globally, with their extinction rates estimated to be eight
times higher than those of birds, mammals, or reptiles.

» T FTAVEATY Go1aAT HT H T TN &, 3R o7k freqedt et T X afara, Terereniat ar wdat
eIl # TS T[T 3faF AT STl B
* The vulnerability of insects means they are more likely to collapse during short-term

unfavourable conditions, like a bad weather year, compared to longer-lived species that can
withstand fluctuating threats.

» et T HageTeTeraT &l Adord § o T @ Alaw a8 518 w7 777 F wfaga sRfFufaai s
SRTeT 31T T & 75E &Y Wehel &, ST el 37 el Jomforat gerelcl §T Wl b WIHAT el H
TeTHA g 2

* As global warming, extreme weather, and biological invasions intensify, predicting how
species will respond to compounding pressures becomes increasingly challenging.
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g ufafshar e, Jg sifasaarh s wfoe giar s @ 8|

* Researchers are studying the genomic architecture of wild insect species to predict their
ability to adapt.

« AT ST e ATt T ST HTAT T AT X TQ & cllfeh 3eTehT 3eJeholel &THAT
T JTAT ST ST Heb |

» According to Tinghitella, rapid evolution may explain why some invaders succeed and why
certain species manage to cope with challenges.

- Rarfeen & 3TaR, ofier A Tg THSHT Tohcll § 7o T JTRAUIRRY FAT Thel 81 & R 4T
FE SSTral el forT ol HIHAT et 7 H&TH Il 8

» Understanding how evolution works in such scenarios is key to predicting long-term

outcomes.

« U IRGRAT A TahTH 8 1A FAT §, TH HHSIST Arelehiieleh TRUITAT shi HTSAaroly it T

Foil &l

Gold, as usual at great cost

|GS Paper IIIl: S&T |

Q:lIsit
possible to
turn lead into
gold?
A: In India and
other parts of
the world,
some ancient natural
philosophers practised an
enterprise called alchemy. It
was in some ways an early
form of chemistry, but guided
by less-than-scientific ideas of
the time. One form of alchemy
was concerned with converting
base metals like lead into gold.
We know today that doing this
requires us to change the
composition of the nucleus of
the lead atom, which is not
easy.
In a new study, scientists
working with the Large Hadron
Collider (LHC) in Europe have
reported turning lead atoms
into gold atoms for a fraction
of a second.
The LHC is famous for
accelerating protons to high
energies and smashing billions
of them head on. But in the
study, the researchers
energised heavy lead nuclei
and had them pass close to
each other, without colliding,
giving rise to so-called
ultra-peripheral collisions.
Even though the nuclei don’t
physically touch, they interact
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The ALICE detector, which researchers used to track
near-miss collisions between lead nuclei in the LHC. CERN

via their powerful electromagnetic fields, which
caused some of the nuclei to break up. The team
found that when a lead nucleus emitted protons,
it essentially became a gold nucleus.

Also, current theoretical models could only
roughly predict these emissions: the researchers
said this was because their models tended to
underestimate how often one or two protons
were emitted. In other words, scientists have
room to improve their understanding of how
these electromagnetic breakups work.

A

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in

with the subject ‘Daily page’

Gold, as usual at great
cost

et &1, S gAeT, I8 AT

Q3

Some ancient natural
philosophers practiced an
enterprise called alchemy, an
early form of chemistry, based
on less-than-scientific ideas of
the time.

* & Yrdiel Irpfae areifasr 3
THIITAA & IRIAS &, o)
THRIATA AT T SITdT AT, HT
AT AT, SN 3T AT &
T ¥ FAG AR o 3raRa
qm|

* One form of alchemy aimed at
converting base metals like lead into
gold.

* THIIATIATET T Teh & TR 13, 4

= 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
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T, T Wi F FGolel T JIATH HIAT AT

» Today, we know that to achieve this, the nucleus of the lead atom must be altered, which is
extremely difficult.

* 37731, B SITTd & foh 38 UTod &t o ToIT €Y & ORAT] o AT 7 deelra il gsar g, S
37T S gl

* In a new study, scientists using the Large Hadron Collider (LHC) in Europe have reported
turning lead atoms into gold atoms for a fraction of a second.

* Ueh U 31T H, U 7 ATST 31T PATSST (LHC) T 3TN e dTel dATTatent of HIHT
URATUL3T T W o TRATUL3 & ool 1 RAE & 7, 3R 78 [ veh &107 & forw |

» The LHC is known for accelerating protons to high energies and smashing billions of them.
* LHC &I Melal &l 3T Sl cieh clol el X 3eTeh 3T ehsl il o folt STedr ST &

* In this study, the researchers energized heavy lead nuclei and had them pass close to each
other without colliding, resulting in ultra-peripheral collisions.

« S LA H, A3 o 7 Hrar AfAwT 1 FaT Teret 1 3R 378 Teh-g@y & I A o
feram foar eehare, foraes aRuTHEaEy sreer- ARSI ea g

» Even though the nuclei did not physically collide, their electromagnetic fields interacted,
causing some nuclei to break up.

« gTclifeh A1TeRT o $ifcieh &0 & Tordra =T8T foha, 3eTeh faggagas I &1l & ATETH § TEw fohar
gs, [ S =1 g2 a1v|

9
» The team found that when a lead nucleus emitted protons, it essentially became a gold
nucleus.

« &A & 9T & 579 Uk AT A1 o Weler Scatold T, Al g Held: Teh Hiel T aA1fara s 3127

+ Current theoretical models only roughly predicted these emissions, as they tended to
underestimate how often protons were emitted.

« TAATA Henifdieh AlSel 37 ScHolell &l shdel Al AN W AT 9T UTT, Fifeh F et &
3cHSleT Y ATTT &l He vl U

* The researchers said that this indicates that there is still room to improve our understanding of
how electromagnetic breakups occur.

+ QlrerelTH o1 g1 o g 3 aTeT o b & o e el gl & Aty o e o
YR 1 3780 81 T[S &
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GS Paper IlI: External Sector |

Big deal

The US-China trade deal will have
implications for India

T he trade agreement between the U.S. and

China, the two biggest economies in the
world, serves as a breather in an other-
wise tense global trade environment. The U.S.
has agreed to temporarily lower, for 90 days, its
overall tariffs on Chinese goods from 145% to
30%, while China will cut its tariffs on American
imports from 125% to 10%. Markets across the
world cheered the announcement, jumping bet-
ween 2%-3.8% following the news. The thaw
comes on the back of tensions and tariffs being
ratcheted up by both sides, starting with U.S. Pre-
sident Donald Trump’s February 1 announce-
ment of a varying tariff on imports from China,
Mexico and Canada. Notably, he excluded China
from the 90-day pause on ‘reciprocal’ tariffs an-
nounced in early April. One way to look at this lat-
est development is that it shows Mr. Trump is
backing down from his tariff war-footing, ack-
nowledging the importance of China to the U.S.
economy. Indeed, the joint statement by both
countries begins by mentioning “the importance
of their bilateral economic and trade relation-
ship”. However, another view is that his heavy-
handed approach has succeeded in convincing
China to come to the negotiation table. Tariffs of
145% were unsustainable but served their pur-
pose. The fact also is that Mr. Trump’s main grie-
vance, of a ballooning trade deficit with China,
remains unaddressed. The two sides have agreed
to continue talks, which will be key in determin-
ing whether this seemingly intractable problem
can be worked around or result in tensions again.
For India, this brings both uncertainties and
certainties. If further talks between the U.S. and
China are successful, investors who have moved
to other countries will likely start viewing China
favourably again. The advantages of manufactur-
ing there — scale and costs — are still significant.
The China+1 model, which India in any case has
not been able to leverage adequately, might start
to lose its sheen. The other uncertainty is around
India’s own trade talks with the U.S. It has now in-
formed the World Trade Organisation of poten-
tial reciprocal measures to the U.S.’s increased
duties on steel and aluminium imports. Even
though talks on a U.S.-India trade deal are ongo-
ing, this latest statement shows that tensions re-
main high. The certainties are two-fold. The first
is that India’s trade deficit with China remains
vast and rising, and the U.S.-China agreement
will not reduce this. ‘Make in India’ is currently
inextricably linked to ‘Import from China’. The
second certainty carries over from the first. The
Centre must lean heavily on States to adopt la-
bour and land reforms that can allow scalable
manufacturing to become cost-effective here.
Without this, India will remain dependent on
Chinese imports, regardless of its dealings with
the rest of the world.
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Big Deal
a3t el

The U.S.-China trade deal will have implications
for India

IANFT-AeT AR FFHSS & HRT W 79719 g9t

* The trade agreement between the U.S. and China, the two
biggest economies in the world, serves as a breather in an
otherwise tense global trade environment.

- AR IR e, S gferam i &Y Fad 92 srdegaTUTC §, & T Ig
SATIR FASI AT Ueh deTraqut 3Rk amar Arglel 7 Ueh Ted & ®9 H
AT B

* The U.S. has agreed to temporarily lower its overall tariffs on
Chinese goods from 145% to 30% for 90 days, while China will
cut its tariffs on American imports from 125% to 10%.

- 3ARFT F At T3 T 9N For TRE F 145% F T 30%
aF 90 feat & o 3reuref 9 @ FH i W agAfa & g, Fafe e
o AN 3T W NE &Y 125% A GETHT 10% Hlat T g fmar
gl

» Markets across the world reacted positively, jumping between 2%—
3.8% after the announcement.

« S EIYUT & &TG G X & STTRT 7 2% W 3.8% ieh T et a&r
TS|

* This thaw follows a period of increased tensions and tariffs initiated
by U.S. President Donald Trump since his February 1
announcement on tariffs for imports from China, Mexico, and
Canada.

« g AT 38 FHY 3M7S ¢ ST JARNSY wegafar Seres €a A 1 wRad
T dYeT, AfFaeT 3R HaATET T 3T I ERE ST T GIYoT F G
dela 3R SR® & Serr |

* Notably, China was excluded from the 90-day pause on
‘reciprocal’ tariffs announced in early April.

- T o1 IE & T 3rider T o3 & ¥ areafes TRE 9w 90
fett & Qe & <fer o eanfPrer 7€t fova aram
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* One interpretation is that Mr. Trump is backing down from the tariff war, acknowledging
China's importance to the U.S. economy.

» U gfSehivr Ig § o o €0 3R o & N ge W@ ¥, 3R 3N ardegavar & e & wgea
THFR F W

* The joint statement by both countries emphasized “the importance of their bilateral
economic and trade relationship”.

- QAT G2t G@RT ST WY a4 H 37 gfaveiir anfde ik samar et & Agcd w1 SR fear
IR

» Another perspective is that Trump's hardline approach successfully brought China to the
negotiation table.

- T 3R gfSeaior a5 § 6 S0 T FoR WA o it Y aiaia Y AT T A F TG 975 ¢

» Though tariffs of 145% were unsustainable, they served their purpose.

» gTeTiTeh 145% T SR TS 8T AT, oifehet SHeA 39T Igae T g fowaam|

* However, the core issue of the ballooning U.S.-China trade deficit remains unresolved.

+ 5T o7, rAReT-oieT & sed SATIR wre i &y Faean 3sf ot g A g5 &

* Both sides have agreed to continue talks, which will be crucial in determining whether
tensions are truly reduced or resurface.

- ST 9aTT o ST ARY W@ R HEATT STFd I &, AT Tg T el H Agedqul gt o delra
Wﬁmgm%mm#ml

Implications for India
ART 9T YA

* For India, this development brings both uncertainties and certainties.

« 3R & TIIT Ig "eaaend AfafRaaansit 3k AfRaaansit et &) o 3mar 1

« If talks between the U.S. and China succeed, investors may shift focus back to China due to
its scale and cost advantages in manufacturing.

- g7e; AN 3 AT & ST ST At Blar &, af [Aaere =ieT #Y 3R T & e Figa #
F&a ¢, T agr fasAtor & A il amera A e g

» The China+1 model, which India has not fully leveraged, might lose relevance.

« e+ 1 Alsd, [T R & I v & 3= AT T, 3T Agar w7 8 G ¢

» Another uncertainty is India’s ongoing trade talks with the U.S.

« Tep 3R 3MATRTAAT § ¥R 3R 38R & g gor W) ¥R araiv|
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* India has informed the World Trade Organisation (WTO) about potential reciprocal
measures against U.S. tariffs on steel and aluminium.

« 7T & faeT AR HaraseT (WTO) i 31ARERT garT ¥éer 3R vegaifasr a3 oo are eRw &
TEes IR FEAT Y GHTGAT H G 4T 5

* Despite talks on a U.S.-India trade deal, tensions remain high.

» R IARHT SAIR FAFNY T ST o STaelE, cetra 378 o FHIhY 7ot g3 ¥ |

Certainties for India

AR ¥ faw AfRaaan

* First, India’s trade deficit with China is vast and increasing. The U.S.-China agreement will
not reduce this.

« Tgell ST, $1R T e & WY SATIR °IeT FThY 7371 IR T5a1 g3 &1 g A1t aagitar
U FH AGl HIM|

* Currently, ‘Make in India’ is deeply tied to ‘Import from China’.

« IAATT H, ‘AF g7 SBIAT 1 T T I T 787 FET T

» Second, the Central Government must push States to implement labour and land reforms
to enable scalable and cost-effective manufacturing.

« GO T, Fg TR T TSN O AN AT 31T T 3 49 3 91 FUR e ¢ a1l a8 S W)
31 Rrwrrdt fAsTor g9 & T |

» Without such reforms, India will continue to depend on Chinese imports, regardless of its
trade relations with other countries.

« 51 URT & e, IR el Jraral oX feiX 1891, 877 &) a5 31w =i & &1y 3 off AR Heer
™|
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Ecology is the world’s permanent economy

[GS paper IiI: Environment ]

he phrase, “Ecology is the permanent
T economy”, made popular by

environmentalist Sunderlal Bahuguna, is
much more than a slogan. It is a profound
reminder of the foundational truth that human
prosperity is inextricably linked to ecological
health. It is true that economic development
without exploiting natural resources and
economic stability without conserving them are
impossible. As we face serious challenges such as
climate change and the rapid loss of biodiversity,
we must ask ourselves whether we have truly
understood and embraced this idea.

Striking the right balance

Understanding nature’s complexity is at the heart
of science. In this pursuit, humans have made
tremendous efforts through observation,
experimentation, and modelling, as this
understanding is crucial for addressing
environmental challenges such as climate change
and for informing sustainable practices. While
these scientific discussions are valuable, there is
an even more urgent and fundamental truth we
need to focus on: ecology is the real economy —
our survival, security and progress depend on it.
In simple terms, this might be the clearest way to
define sustainability — finding the right balance
between protecting the environment and
supporting economic development. Without this
balance, neither the environment nor the
economy can thrive in the long run.

Despite being part of the animal kingdom,
human evolution, through the course of
civilisation, has led to a growing disconnection
from nature. This disconnection with nature has
been identified as a reason for the ongoing
biodiversity loss (the recent Intergovernmental
Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and
Ecosystem Services or IPBES Transformative
Change report).

In the early stages of human history, a
nomadic lifestyle compelled individuals to rely on
and exploit natural resources solely for their
basic, day-to-day survival needs. Over time, this
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Acknowledging
this principle
will lead to a
focus on
ecological health
as the basis for
human survival,
economic
stability and
climate
resilience

individual-centric resource use evolved into
collective consumption aimed at meeting the
needs of growing communities. As human
societies expanded and organised themselves
into nations, this demand scaled further to cater
to the needs of entire countries. Eventually, this
progression gave rise to global competition,
where nations began to exploit nature not only to
satisfy present demands but also to secure
resources for future development. Unlike
humans, no other species in the animal kingdom
exhibits this pattern of large-scale, anticipatory
exploitation of natural resources. Other animals
live in harmony with their environments, taking
only what they need for immediate survival,
without disturbing the long-term balance of the
ecosystems they inhabit.

New complications

The ever-intensifying cycle of human
consumption and global competition has placed
an unprecedented strain on the planet’s
ecosystems and significantly accelerated the pace
of climate change — a natural phenomenon now
dangerously amplified by human activities. In
response to these growing environmental
challenges, nature-based solutions have been
widely advocated in global conservation efforts.
These approaches aim to leverage the inherent
resilience of ecosystems to mitigate climate
impacts, restore biodiversity, and support
sustainable development. However, a paradox
emerges: we continue to exploit nature to satisfy
our needs and greed, while simultaneously
relying on the same natural systems to act as a
buffer against the consequences of such
exploitation. This dual dependence risks creating
deeper ecological imbalances and may further
complicate the ability to address the climate crisis
effectively.

In this context, rather than merely attempting
to understand the intricate complexity of
ecological systems from a scientific standpoint, it
is far more critical to recognise a fundamental
truth — that ecology is the permanent economy.

Ecology is the world’s permanent economy

qrRfeufasdy faeg i Tar srdegaear &

- The phrase “Ecology is the permanent economy”, made popular by
environmentalist Sunderlal Bahuguna, is more than just a slogan.

@mﬁmm,mwmaﬁ%l

* Itis a profound reminder of the truth that human prosperity is closely linked to ecological

health.

» T U TR RT3 Aera wepe , mRRrufadr e @ afass &9 8 2 gs B

Acknowledging this principle shifts our
perspective from short-term exploitation to
long-term stewardship, positioning ecological
health not as a constraint, but as the very
foundation of human survival, economic stability,
and climate resilience.

This realisation is not just timely — it is
essential to confronting the ongoing
environmental crisis and shaping a sustainable
future. It is only through this reframing that
humanity can move from reactive conservation to
proactive planetary sustainability. The climate
crisis is not just a scientific challenge. It is a moral
and existential reckoning with the ecological
foundations of our existence.

The need to reconnect with nature

Climate change and change in distribution
patterns of biological diversity are not new for
planet earth. However, the rate at which it is now
occurring is detrimental to the planet’s biological
diversity, including people, due to past
unsustainable developmental activities by
humans. Therefore, the change we need must
come from within.

Since all developmental activities across the
globe are aimed at fulfilling human needs,
adopting a sustainable lifestyle is every
individual’s responsibility in order to ensure the
success of global sustainability initiatives. To
achieve this, we must realise that humans are an
integral part of nature.

Though technological advancements have
distanced modern lifestyles from nature, one
unique natural trait that humans possess is the
power to reconnect with nature using emotion
(which still lives within us). Thus, future
conservation efforts should be designed to
strengthen our emotional bond with nature. To
ignite this, a realisation that “ecology is the
permanent economy”, is more imperative than
merely understanding the ecological complexity
that exists in nature.

The views expressed are personal

Page76

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
= info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number 19971932488

Website :

patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

* Economic development without exploiting natural resources, and economic stability
without conserving them, is impossible.

« WT e FATHT & QXgeT & et T faem, 3R 3o1eh waTor & foer 3nffes feea, sreera B

* Facing climate change and biodiversity loss, we must ask if we truly understand and
embrace this idea.

- Srerary TRaeet 3R St RfdraT aRor 1 FIHA R 5T, 9 g A I AT R a1 g6 56
IR &Y add H TS 3R 39 g

Striking the right balance
HEY T Il qaATelT

» Understanding nature’s complexity lies at the heart of science.

* Yepicl &l SATeraT ol FHSTAT fa=iTeT ohr 7T B

» Through observation, experimentation, and modelling, humans have made great efforts to
understand the environment.

« Y707, wAYeT 3R AT F ATCTH A, AT GATIOT 1 FHS F foIv 98 gard Fo )

* This understanding is essential to address climate change and promote sustainable
practices.

« Ig GAS STearg IRad § A9 3R Tad T413t &l dgrar & & v 3maegss gl

* Beyond science, a fundamental truth remains: ecology is the real economy — our survival,
security, and progress depend on it.

« fa31eT & I, Tk FHAHT Ve Tg & MR &Y srwwelt srdfegawar ¢ — gy shfaer, e,
3R garfa 3 ) AR AT gl

* This is perhaps the clearest way to define sustainability — balancing environment
protection and economic development.

« QTIE, TET FEUTAT 1 IRINTVT A T Ja& TS dT § — FATIOT TI&T0T 377 3 R
o &I HeleT Seletr |

» Without this balance, neither the environment nor the economy can thrive long-term.

« S Hele & T, o & witawor 3R o & srdegawar Qo §9 & Go-Fel T g

Disconnection from Nature

YHid @ e
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* Despite being part of the animal kingdom, human evolution has increasingly disconnected
us from nature.

* 9 ST T GEAT Bl & STao[G, ATTd TdehT o §H Tehid & SR 3eler 3 AT 8|

* This disconnection is identified as a key cause of biodiversity loss, as noted in the IPBES
Transformative Change report.

- 71 farier St Rafrerar g1fer =61 veh vog@ SROT A I €, S & IPBES giuwidAted dot Rate
# g AT

Stages of Human-Nature Relationship
ATAT-FH T Her & TROT

* In early human history, nomadic life made people rely on nature for basic survival needs.
« IR AleTd STAETH #, A ST & HRUT olleT HeAd Siaet ITRIFAAT & [T Fehfa o
IGETE]

» Over time, individual resource use evolved into collective consumption for growing
communities.

« HAY & HIY, SATFANT HHTET ITANT o WHTES ITHNT 7§ o ToT S Sl FHETAT Y ST
T AT AT

* As societies grew into nations, the demand for resources scaled up to meet national needs.

SIS HATST ISEH A IS §U, TN FATEAT Y HIT IS HT ITARIRAI T QI HYA & fow 51g 75|

» Eventually, this led to global competition, where nations exploit nature for present needs
and future development.

« 3, 75 Raw wfaewat 7 el AT, STET USE Tl 1 alget T el 3R wfdsr &
e & v s €1

» Unlike humans, no other species in the animal kingdom exploits natural resources on such
a large and anticipatory scale.

- H1Tal o TITRId, 9 ST & IS 3 FoTiel I fersh FATEAL 1 Scia11 fawqger 3R qaigafard
w9 H et Tel |

» Other animals live in harmony with their environment, taking only what they need for
immediate survival.

* 35 SATeTa’ YT TATEROT o AT HJelel A 6 ¢ 3R sharel deehrel SATAHT & TAT Taeges dist
AT gl
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* They do not disturb the long-term balance of the ecosystems they inhabit.

« & 3o IRTEYTaAT A3t & Qo Hferer o1 w761 famsa foiiel 9 @ B

New Complications

IS Sfeaant

» The ever-intensifying cycle of human consumption and global competition has placed an
unprecedented strain on the planet’s ecosystems and significantly accelerated the pace of
climate change.

» HieTa 3T 3R AR YFATTeT ST AR ofrer g1 =sh gt hr aifFufarehr gonfat o
Y ST STl T6T § 3R Srerarg afactet 1 a1 1 ool T @I 8|

+ Climate change, a natural phenomenon, is now dangerously amplified by human activities.

- Seraryg IRade, Sl Ueh Wi fas gea 8, 319 ATed aifafafet cary Taves w9 @ a9 81 a1 g

* In response to growing environmental challenges, nature-based solutions are being widely
promoted in global conservation efforts.

» Gl TATARONT ATl & STaTe &, AfRaeh T&T0T JATHT & Wi for-3TerRel FATUTAT T g9
w9 § Ferar f&ar 3 @1 B

» These approaches aim to use the resilience of ecosystems to mitigate climate impacts,
restore biodiversity, and support sustainable development.

« I 39T TR TEATChT Gunforait S ereflelTaet 1 3UNT X STordy TeTal &l i e, sta fafaerar
F TBTT L 3T Fad [ A HIT & T 9 Fd &

* However, a paradox emerges: we exploit nature to satisfy our needs and greed, while also
relying on the same natural systems to protect us.

 ETollTeh, Teh AT 3ot BIdT &: G 3T0e1 SRl 31X ATl 1 I el & T Fepfat &t
algeT XA 8, olfdhet 3HT TTehfcieh JoTTell aX FR&T & forw off et e €1

» This dual dependence risks creating deeper ecological imbalances and may hinder our
ability to address the climate crisis.

- I aYe fAsiar 3N gl mRTPU s et Scueet el o WeRT YeT il & 3R Stefarg
Hohe § fagea T gAY &7HdT T S1fd T Thall g

* Instead of only trying to scientifically understand ecological systems, it is more important to
realise that “ecology is the permanent economy.”

» ol TIRTEATR JUTTeral & dTioleh T & HASTS o T TG HEHH hlell 3Teeh Ageaqul &
o “qifeufaT & Tur srdeaaear 17
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* This shifts our view from short-term exploitation to long-term stewardship, placing
ecological health as the foundation of human survival, economic stability, and climate
resilience.

- Ig GfSehIuT 53 Ireusiiore algel & Qraifore HIETOT I 3N of S71dT 8, 3N AT 3feaea,
3T Feuva, T Srerary weereiterar &1 st 7 Rk fPafader FareeT w1 varfia s gl

* This understanding is not only timely but essential to confront the current environmental crisis
and shape a sustainable future.

* Ig HAS halel HAITIE &1 761 Siesh Alolal AN Hehe T FIHAT it R Ueh Faa sfasa
MGat o ToIU Hedd HEaeTF B

* Only through this reframing can humanity shift from reactive conservation to proactive
planetary sustainability.

» el ST TeHell & ATETH § ATac Sfafarcrs weror @ afra dRas fuvar 1 3k g
el g

* The climate crisis is not just a scientific issue but a moral and existential reckoning with the
ecological foundations of life.

» STelaTyg Hehe el Ueh AN Heal 76l o, i A Siael sl TRIEATIH siia § 3T vah Afaw
3k srfeaeaera srcHAHA=A B

The Need to Reconnect with Nature

YT @ IoT: 31 AT ITaeTySHar

 Climate change and shifts in biodiversity distribution are not new to Earth.

« Srerary aRad 3R st RAfawar & Rrevor & qgeme ged & e v a8

» However, the current pace of change is harmful to the planet’s biodiversity and human well-
being due to past unsustainable development.

« ETelifeh, Tt GREce I a1l gifen ¢, Fife a5 oo el s & #ror g 6 ot
fafaerar 3 AT Shae 1 gfad & @ &

* Therefore, the necessary change must come from within.

- ZTAIT, TGS IRAAT AR I 37T A1 0|

+ Since all global development aims to fulfil human needs, adopting a sustainable lifestyle is
every individual’s responsibility.

« <ffeh ATaeh fIhrA &1 3682 AT MaeTFaTHT 1 e 8, ST Uk Faa shiaerdtel 319+ g3
cgfFd $r FAeY § |
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» To succeed in sustainability initiatives, we must understand that humans are an integral
part of nature.

- R wgal # Tt et o fIT TE THSTAT 3TareTeh § o AleTd Gehicr 1 et e &

* Although technological advancements have separated modern life from nature, humans
uniquely possess the ability to reconnect through emotion.

« BTeTIfSh dehettehl FaTfel o JMTefeh Sfaet T Yohfcl & o A T &, oifehed HeJsl o UTH $1alr
HTETH § ToT: [5=1 1 faflrse smaAan ¥

* Future conservation must focus on strengthening our emotional bond with nature.
- HTIS & TIETOT TATET hT YFH T F WY AR HIGATcHS LT Sl Holed el T higel gletl
B

* For this, realising that “ecology is the permanent economy” is more important than just
understanding nature’s complexity.

« 58 foIU Tg AEgH e fon “arRfPufady € Turdt srfegasar 87, Saer yefa &1 Sifeerdr
AT ¥ 31T AgcaquT ¢
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A death that spotlights irrigation problems

[GS Paper Il Agriculture ]

n March 13, 2025,

Kailash Arjun Nagare, a

2020 Young Farmer

Award recipient, from
Maharashtra, died by suicide,
citing unaddressed irrigation
demands. While India reports the
highest water usage in agriculture
globally, access to water for
irrigation remains a contentious
issue. Nagare’s death points
towards the inequity in
distribution, with social
inequalities, water governance
mechanisms, and policies
determining the contours of
allocation. The problem of water
scarcity in India is thus
multifaceted, indicating the
co-existence of actual physical
shortage with economic scarcity
due to inequitable access and
management.

Untenable expansion
The agricultural sector accounts
for almost 80% of the water
withdrawal in India. Every year,
688 billion cubic metres of water
is consumed by the farm sector,
the highest in the world. Irrigation
is an inevitable input for
increasing agricultural
production. However, its
expansion has been highly
untenable. The majority of the
area under water-guzzling crops
such as rice, wheat, and sugarcane
is currently in the water-scarce
north-west and sub-tropical belts
of the country. According to a
study published in Nature Water
(2024), India alone accounted for
36% of global unsustainable
irrigation expansion that
happened between 2000 and
2015, with environmental and
socio-economic implications.
Even as irrigation has been
proven to drive economic
prosperity, various studies have
reported that uneven progress has
reinforced existing inequalities,
between and within States.
Considering that ground water is
the dominant water source for
irrigation in India, property rights,
energy pricing policy, and the
existence of well-functioning
water markets have remained
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It is imperative
that India
strengthens its
knowledge,
regulations,
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programme to
rationalise the
use of its
limited water
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critical in determining water
access to farms. Accordingly, while
inequity has declined in canal,
tank, and well irrigated systems, it
has increased in the tube well
irrigated system. Marginalised
groups, especially women, are
also disproportionately affected by
increasing deprivation and decline
of water tables with climate
change intensifying disparities.

The environmental and
financial consequences of
aggressive groundwater extraction
have also been profound. Due to
over extraction, almost 17% of
India’s groundwater assessment
units are deemed ‘over-exploited’
while 3.9% are in a ‘critical’ state.
Intensive pumping has also
resulted in massive energy
consumption resulting in
excessive carbon emissions. As
per the latest data, 45.3-62.3 MMT
of annual carbon emissions is
attributed to groundwater
irrigation, which constitutes 8-11%
of India’s total carbon emissions.

The operating efficiency and
water use efficiency has also
remained sub-optimal in Indian
agriculture. While irrigation
systems in India report an
operating efficiency of 38%, in
developed countries it is 55%.
Coupled with misaligned cropping
patterns and inefficient water use
practices, irrigation water
productivity (IWP) has also
remained low in the major
irrigation belts of the country. For
example, Punjab, which claims the
highest land productivity in rice,
has one of the lowest TWPs for the
crop. Similarly, in sugar cane,
Tamil Nadu records the highest
land productivity with IWP being
dismally low. Besides water
wastage, the adoption of
non-optimal water management
practices have been causing other
negative externalities such as high
GHG emissions as well. For
example, with continuous flooding
of rice as the major water
management practice, paddy rice
is the biggest contributor to global
cropland emissions.

Considering the
over-exploitation of ground water
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Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

resources, impending water
scarcity and environmental
externalities, further attempts to
improve the irrigation system of
the country should be built on
efficient water-saving
technologies, improved irrigation
efficiency, and alternative sources
of irrigation.

The way forward

While change in cropping patterns
and ground water usage
regulations through policy
decisions should also be aimed at
in the medium and long term,
advancing irrigation technologies
and practices based on sustainable
intensification should be
prioritised. Better irrigation
efficiency may be aimed through
the improvement of conveyance
and application efficiency of
irrigation systems. In geographies
where water withdrawals and
GHG emissions have been highest,
alternative water management
technologies such as alternate
wetting and drying, which can
result in significant water saving
and reduced emissions, may be
popularised. Similarly,
micro-irrigation systems such as
drip irrigation, with minimal
application losses, may be
popularised in crops such as sugar
cane. Promoting solar-powered
irrigation and/or bundling solar
pumps with micro-irrigation
systems is another promising
option. However, with the
marginal cost of pumping being
zero, this should not result in
increased groundwater depletion
and should be regulated through
initiatives such as assured grid
connection offering economic
incentives for efficient utilisation.
Rain water harvesting structures
and tail water storage pits may be
popularised as supplementary
irrigation sources. Since
traditional supply-based
mechanisms do not necessarily
promote equitable distribution of
irrigation water, initiating
demand-driven allocation systems
run by participatory irrigation
management structures should be
widely promoted.
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A Death that Spotlights Irrigation Problems
U g SN FAar$ FAEAst FY IR Fe }

* On March 13, 2025, Kailash Arjun Nagare, a 2020 Young Farmer
Award recipient from Maharashtra, died by suicide due to unmet
irrigation demands.

* 13 AT 2025 FT HFRTSE & FelT IHoleT AWK, ST 2020 H F9T BT 4TS
qTCd X T &, A RS Y Irergersh AT & FROT ArcAgdT FT ol

* India has the highest agricultural water usage globally, yet access to irrigation remains a
critical issue.

» IR & AREH TR R FGW ATF F ST 3727 81t &, o ol R iy g ooh 71T warean
T gL T

» Nagare’s death points to inequitable water distribution caused by social inequalities,
governance failures, and policy gaps.

« ANR T Hcg WHATTAF FHATAAAT, STer ATHA b1 Faweranait 3R wAfaera @ifdrat & wrRor srer
faaor & rgATTar 1 gAY

» Water scarcity in India is multifaceted—a combination of physical shortage and economic
inaccessibility due to mismanagement.

-Wﬁmmagmw%—agaﬂmmmmﬁm#mmqﬁﬁ
FHY T AT

Untenable Expansion of Irrigation

fRrars &1 ey fiwar

* Agriculture uses 80% of India’s water withdrawal, totaling 688 billion cubic metres annually—
the highest in the world.

* R F Y 80% el TATHTHY T 3UHNT AT &, S WA 688 IR Tt He §—IE gferar 7
e A+ g

» Though essential, irrigation expansion has been unsustainable, especially in water-scarce
regions growing rice, wheat, and sugarcane.

« ETelifeh AR &, oifdhet FaTS F1 FATar TR T ¥, AT e Hehearear &=l 3 g =ma,
A 3R T S el 39T ST §
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* A Nature Water (2024) study found that India alone contributed 36% to global unsustainable
irrigation expansion from 2000 to 2015.

« AT ATe (2024) & A & AR, HRA a1 2000 § 2015 F or<r daa rfeer =g Rear
H 31ehol 36% ANIETT feaT|

» While irrigation drives economic growth, uneven development worsens inequality both
between and within states.

- Foas 3nfdie e & dgrar ot &, ifehet A R o7 =4t & i 31t sita] Fr sraAearn
&I 3R TerRT T

Inequity and Marginalisation in Water Access
STel Ugd A IHATAT AR FTRIT 9T wior

» Groundwater is the main source of irrigation in India, but access is shaped by property
rights, energy pricing, and water markets.

» R ¥ TS 7 7T AN 33Tl &, Aifehe HHT I Fafer HTAARI, ST e foreor, i srer
TFERY & T3 8l &1

» Tube well irrigation has seen a rise in inequity, while canal, tank, and open well systems
have shown some decline in inequality.

- AR FAETE JoTTelt & I HAAAT 91 8, Sfh g, arele, AR G FT 1 goniardt 7 $ 8c
AT HA ES &

* Marginalised groups, especially women, suffer disproportionately due to depleting water
tables and climate change.

- FIAT oY 93 FASH, fAAY &7 & ARATT, Srer T 1 frge 3iR srerary aRader & wror
HYATT T F gaarfad gl &

Environmental and Energy Impacts of Groundwater Extraction

T Qe & ATl AR Fett worme

* Due to over-extraction, 17% of groundwater units are over-exploited, and 3.9% are in
critical condition.

« AT QYEeT o T 17% T SHIFAT HcATF qlget T A0 7 § 3N 3.9% i Rafa A §

* Excessive pumping leads to high energy use and carbon emissions, contributing 45.3—
62.3 MMT annually—8-11% of India’s total emissions.

« HAMAF IR T FAT WIS 31T FET STt TgaT &, ST AT 45.3-62.3 g ARw e
BT §—3TE A oh Foel Scdotel I 8-11% &
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Efficiency and Cropping Patterns
gerraeferar 3 waer Yot

* Indian irrigation systems operate at 38% efficiency, compared to 55% in developed countries.

« HRA &1 F&A1S gonferar 38% $ g&Tdl F FT FIdT &, STafeh A ad o2l 7 Ig 55% &I &

* Irrigation Water Productivity (IWP) is low due to inefficient cropping patterns and water
use.

- F{AT$ ST 3T (IWP) I98TdY Boel Yest 3R STer 3UANeT & HRUT HA & |

* For instance, Punjab has high land productivity in rice but low IWP, and Tamil Nadu has
similar trends in sugarcane.

* 3ETE0T & iU, UaTer # =raer $Y ${fr Seutearar 31f¥e § Afeet IWP &3, 3R affaag A oo &
Y IET T B

» Paddy rice, managed by continuous flooding, is the largest contributor to global
cropland GHG emissions.

- TTaret, TorE SeNTaR et ST 39171 ST &, 3Ras F GHG 3cusiar & gad 937 Aerereaal ¢ |

The Way Forward
T3 T [FT

* Policy changes in cropping patterns and groundwater regulation must be implemented
over the medium and long term.

« FHe Yeat 3R s fag=or 7 Afaera agenal 1 weae ik drdefas TaX ax o) e gren |

» Sustainable intensification and advanced irrigation technologies must be prioritised.

« gad ddeIor 3R 3ead fAETE dehetiep! st IrITHSdT &1 ST TR

* Improve conveyance and application efficiency in irrigation to boost overall irrigation
efficiency.

* UTeAY TEETe T STRT FIA HY T8I H FUR I Fof AATS ZaTAT A g1 SAre|

* Promote alternate wetting and drying methods in high-emission zones for water saving and
emission reduction.

- 359 el &A1 7 dwfous aftem ik gaT AfRt o gerar fear S foad ster g9a 3R 3eqete
# FAY g ah|

* Encourage micro-irrigation systems such as drip irrigation, especially in crops like
sugarcane.

« AT ST HHer H 39 A S Asw-fAars gonfaay s sermar g S|
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* Promote solar-powered irrigation, but regulate it through assured grid connections and
economic incentives to prevent groundwater overuse.

- a-ganfara R 1 serar & s, e s Fawer 3R anfds dicareal & Arega a3
Tt forar ST drfer s{arer 1 3rcafare gger = &1l

* Build rainwater harvesting structures and tailwater storage pits for supplementary
irrigation.

- 1 1S & fT aut Ster Faaer §I=ey 3R & dfeT SR M58 FA1¢ 10|

« Shift from supply-driven models to demand-based allocation systems through
participatory irrigation management.

« 3Tqfet-3menRa ATser & AT-3TeTR el Ardes yonfardl i 3R ¢, faeT wgwmh =S e
QA &l
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What war hysteria hides: deaths, destruction, disinformation

I DATA POINT

Sambavi Parthasarathy
Vignesh Radhakrishnan

he military escalation bet-
T ween India and Pakistan

following the Pahalgam
massacre has been accompanied
by a barrage of misinformation
and disinformation. Data shows
that concerned citizens, particu-
larly from the border areas, have
intensely searched for war-related
news since the recent conflict bet-
ween the nuclear powers started.

Over the past two weeks, public
interest in war-related topics
surged to the highest levels in re-
cent times in India (Chart 1). Goo-
gle searches for terms such as
‘war’ and ‘Pakistan’ hit the highest
point in five years. Searches for the
terms ‘nuclear’ and ‘drones’ also
peaked. This shows a spike in both
curiosity and anxiety as tensions
kept escalating.

However, many online searches
led to events that never actually
happened. An examination of the
‘news events’ that were debunked
by fact-checkers following Opera-
tion Sindoor shows the extent and
nature of fake narratives in circula-
tion. One prominent example was
the viral fake news about the ‘des-
truction of Karachi port’, shared
by a user on X and viewed over 2.5
million times. The image was ac-
tually from an Israeli air strike on
Rafah in Gaza. Another widely cir-
culated and inflammatory post
claimed that an Indian drone had
struck an area near a mosque in Is-
lamabad; that was, in fact, a fire ac-
cident from the previous year.

A search on AltNews, a fact-
checking platform, reveals the ma-
ny hyper-nationalistic claims that
have been circulating on social me-
dia handles in both Pakistan and
India. These posts have often been
accompanied by commentary —
subtle or explicit — calling for war.
Such commentary tends to ob-
scure the harshest reality of war —
its toll on human lives.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

Jingoistic online posts calling for war hide the harsh realities of conflicts

A look at the death tolls from
past wars and major operations in-
volving India (where reliable data
is available) reveals the human
cost of conflict (Chart 2). Over
13,140 defence personnel laid
down their lives in the J&K Opera-
tion (1947-48), India-China War
(1962), India-Pakistan War (1965),
India-Pakistan War (1971), Kargil
War (1999), and Operation Pawan
undertaken by Indian peacekeep-
ing forces for the disarmament of
the LTTE. In addition, over 26,500
defence personnel were wounded
in these wars/operations.

Frequent clashes with hostile
neighbours also come at a finan-
cial cost, as weapons are amassed
over years. Over the past three de-
cades, India has consistently fea-
tured among the world’s top arms
importers. Chart 3 shows India’s
position globally. The country has
featured in the list of top five arms
importers since 2000. India was
not in the list of top 10 arms impor-
ters only once since 1991, in 1993.
Apart from importing arms, India
also spends a substantial sum in
manufacturing weapons and
maintaining the armed forces.

War places a heavy burden on a
country’s economy and also ham-
pers trade. Sanctions on warring
nations often trigger a financial
downturn. A look at the figures of
countries that are currently at war
shows that their GDP growth rate
had taken a hit during the conflict
(Chart 4). For instance, Russia re-
bounded from the COVID-19 pan-
demic with a 5.6% GDP growth in
2021, only to see its GDP fall to
2.1% in 2022 following the start of
its war with Ukraine. Similarly, Uk-
raine’s GDP had been steadily
growing at around 2-3% annually
from 2016, except during the pan-
demic year of 2020. But the out-
break of war in 2022 caused Uk-
raine’s GDP to plummet to an
unprecedented -28.8%. Israel,
which has been at war with Hamas
since 2023, also recorded its low-
est GDP growth in almost eight
years in 2023 (with the exception

of the pandemic year of 2020).

@PATRIOTICIAS

The real cost of war

The data for the charts were sourced from Parliament Q&A, SIPRI, Google Trends and World Bank

Chart 1: This shows the interest in terms such as ‘war’ and relat-
ed topics in the last five years in India on Google. The value 100
corresponds to the peak number of searches in the given time period

In ruins: Aman
inspects his
house that was
damaged by cross-
border shelling, in
Kotmaira village
along the Line of
Controlin Akhnoor
Sector, Jammu

» and Kashmir. PTI

Chart 2: Indian defence personnel killed/wounded in
select wars and major operations

Killed | Wounded

100 War Nuclear J&K Operation (1947-48) 1,104 3,152
India-China War (1962) 3,250 ‘ 548
=0 Indo-Pak War (1965) 3,264 8,623
0 Indo-Pak War (1971) 3,843 ‘ 9,851
Pakistan Drone Op Pawan (Sri Lanka) 1,157 3,009
100 : Kargil (1999) 524 | 1,363
50 Chart 3: The chart shows India’s rank among the
world’s top arms importers in the 1991-2024 period
1
0
Blackout Military 5
100 o India consistently featured
among the top five importers
of arms since 2000
50 10
0 A A . . . . . . .
May 2020 May 2025 May 2020 May2025| 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2024
Russian Federation Ukraine
Chart 4: The chart ks i
shows the GDP
growth rate for 8
select countries 0-
that are currently at 6-
war. The @ signifies
the year in which 4 39 10 4
the conflicts began.
For instance, Russia 2
saw its GDP fall 24 20
t0-2.1%in 2022 o
following the start
of its war with 2 -2.06 30
T - T
Ukraine 2014 !

2023 2014

2023

2014

2023

What war hysteria hides: deaths, destruction, disinformation

g

9D~

ey # gt T3

* Following the Pahalgam massacre, military escalation between India and Pakistan led to a

3eATE F41 fourar §: #id, faemer, 3i% s gaen

Rising Public Interest in War
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surge in misinformation and disinformation.
« GEITTH §ATHIS & 916 AR 3R IIfhedTe & g T del1a JgT, e ##e 3R srera

I A e g3

« Citizens, especially from border areas, started searching intensely for war-related news.

« AT, TARIY &0 & HYAT 851 o W1l o, Jour Warell WHTRY 1 el & GieT & T |

* Over the past two weeks, Google searches for terms like 'war' and 'Pakistan’ hit a five-year
high.

- TSl &Y WeaTe! #, I AR qIiFEdrT SIY eeal ST IEre Giet 9T I1 & Fad H0F &

» Searches for 'nuclear' and 'drones’ also peaked, showing rising curiosity and anxiety.

- ‘FfFET AR e S ereel Y @t o A W agT TS, St forerar 3R R #F gefer s el
gl

Fake News and Disinformation Online

Tl $aF #ga1 AR T ATTFHY
* Many searches led to non-existent events.

+ g WISl 1 O TEaATHT Y A FART R 3 areera # g§ & et

* After Operation Sindoor, fact-checkers debunked numerous fake narratives.

- Jiqeret RIGY & a1e, thare-Ahd o S FB FEIfaral 1 3R |

* A viral post claimed Karachi port was destroyed — the image was actually from an Israeli
airstrike on Rafah (Gaza).

« Ueh IS GIEE H FHIE) GEI9ME & IS¢ glol &l &IaT fohdT AT — JAfeheT JEAI ST A THT T
STl §aTs gHd ohl 27|

» Another false post showed an Indian drone strike near a mosque in Islamabad — but it was
a fire accident from the previous year.

* T 3y 5[5 UIEC H FEATATEIG H Teh HITSIG o IIH HRAT ST g T &raT ST 317 — olfehed
g r Roe a¥ At 3mer i gear oA

» According to AltNews, several hyper-nationalistic claims were shared on social media in
both India and Pakistan.

» AltNews 3 3718, #Ra 3R Tifdeare el 37 drerer #fsar w1 w3 srfarseard) g @ Fe
aT|

» These posts often included commentary promoting war, hiding the real human cost of
conflict.
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Human Cost of Wars

el Y AT AT
* Past wars and operations involving India show the scale of loss.

« R & I3 TSl Jeut 3R 31Tt & FHATeT T SqTIHAT T Il oldl |

» Over 13,140 defence personnel lost their lives in major operations including:

+ 13,140 @ 37fae T& AT 37 v A 7 39 S s
e J&K Operation (1947-48)

o SIFA-HAR IR (1947-48)

e India-China War (1962)

o HRT-HT U (1962)

e India-Pakistan Wars (1965, 1971)
o  HRA-gfhEre e (1965, 1971)

o Kargil War (1999)

o  FRIT I (1999)

e Operation Pawan (Sri Lanka)

HTqYereT gyae (sfieret #)

* More than 26,500 defence personnel were wounded in these operations.

-gamﬁzs,soo#mtmwﬁmgm

Economic Burden of Military Conflicts

d= wust #7130 =y

* Frequent military tensions result in long-term arms accumulation.

« IR-IX FT AT TATTAT T S AT d& g AIRY FT FAGUT glaT ¢

» For over three decades, India has been among the top arms importers globally.

- el dier gereht @ TR gferam & ofid 3R smarast A wr e

+ Since 2000, India has mostly remained in the top five arms importers globally (Chart 3).

+ 2000 ¥ R AT+ ofif g gfAIR 3maTae! 7 enfaer Wwr & (T 3) |
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* Only in 1993, India did not appear in the top 10.
* Shael 1993 # HR oY 10 & enfaer 71gt 41|

* India also spends significantly on weapon manufacturing and force maintenance.

- IR gRAR faATor 3 Tt & TEREmE ) o FThY @ AT |

Impact of War on GDP and Economy

S 3 srderaTyT W e FT YT

* War affects trade, invites sanctions, and leads to economic downturn.

» YEH ¥ SATIR THIRA el &, faraer aperer § 3R 3 #@dt 3 81
* Example:

e Russia saw a GDP growth of 5.6% in 2021 but it fell to -2.1% in 2022 after its war with
Ukraine began.

o T ISP 2021 F 5.6% oY, ST Fohet F WY JSY AT G oh 16 2022 F -2.1% B TS|

o Ukraine’s GDP was growing at 2—3% annually since 2016 but plunged to -28.8% in
2022.

o ehel T SIS 2016 | 2-3% MMV X & §¢ T 2, WAfchet 2022 # -28.8% deh IR 5

e Israel, at war with Hamas since 2023, had its lowest GDP growth in eight years
(excluding the pandemic year).

o FINIEA, ST 2023 ¥ FHTH & WY I H ¢, 7 371G aut H Ga¥ FA AP gy aof A
(IS aY T BIF) |
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The right to repair movement in India
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What is the Repairability Index? What does ‘planned obsolescence’ with respect to electronics mean? How different is the right to repair movement in the US. as
compared to India? How are consumer advocates and electronic manufacturers responding to the Index?

ST —
EXPLAINER

Aroon Dee;

The story so far:
he Department of Consumer
Affairs (DoCA) last week
announced that a report for a
“Framework on Repairability
Index (RI) in Mobile and Electronic
Sector” had been submitted to the
government. Under the RI, consumer
electronics and electronic appliances
would be assigned a score depending on
how easy they are to repair by evaluating
products under criteria like availability of
spare parts, cost of repair, software
updates, and availability of information.

Why a focus on repairing products?
The home appliance industry is full of
examples of products like washing
machines and air conditioners which if
purchased several years ago work for a
long time without any problems, while
the newer ones face frequent failures.
While “planned obsolescence” — selling
consumers less durable products
intentionally so that they come back to
buy a newer model - is often cited as a
reason for this, there is often a simpler
Teason: companies are cutting corners on
raw materials and manufacturing, under
the strain of increasing metal costs and
price competition.

Attero Recycling CEO Nitin Gupta said
in an interaction with The Hindu in 2023
that the “amount of metal content on
[appliance] units” had come down, and
that shortages in materials like copper
have led to leaner engineering choices.
India is a net importer of metals, Mr.
Gupta said, increasing pressures to
maintain existing electronic products.

These developments have made repair
a much bigger issue in many electronics,
and a looming factor for consumers to
consider when purchasing a product.
This isn’t a uniquely Indian problem. U.S.
lawmaker Marie Gluesenkamp Perez
recently described a draft law she had

The Right to Repair Movement in India

introduced requiring appliance makers to
display average annual maintenance and
repair costs alongside the price of a
product, and said that longer-lasting older
appliances (and potentially newer ones
built to last) like washing machines were a
form of “durable wealth” as they last
longer. Prolonging the life of an appliance
ties into other priorities, like promoting
e-waste recycling (part of what Indian
officials have described as a “circular
economy,” where parts and metals go
back into a value chain, a long-held but
inadequately achieved aim), and
regulating the demand for “virgin” metals
that have been freshly mined.

The main impetus, however, is likely
the end-consumer benefit of having

GETTY IMAGES

longer-lasting products. Since the
processing power of smartphones and
computers in particular have not grown
as much in recent years as in the 2010s,
ecological and economic imperatives
align on making sure that consumers have
products that last, or at least products
that can be repaired cheaply and quickly.

What is the right to repair?

Consumer groups around the world have
been fighting for the right to repair, a
broad umbrella term referring to greater
flexibility for a consumer in terms of how
they can get their products repaired. In
India, the DoCA has launched a right to
repair portal, which lists the authorised
service centres of various manufacturers

R A 'ATFAT HT ATAFR 3Tl

What is the Repairability Index?
FFAT Aear aaia (Repairability Index) FT 872

» The Department of Consumer Affairs (DoCA) recently announced that a report on a

“Framework on Repairability Index (RI) in Mobile and Electronic Sector” has been
submitted to the government.

« IUSYFAT AT & FITT (DoCA) 7 BTt & & avor fr fF " Aarser 31X sweiias &7 & AFAT
A A& (RI) F T FRAT W T RUE TR 1 |G 7S 2

Address
Email Id :

and repair literature published by them.

This is a non-confrontational
interpretation of the right to repair. In the
U.S., consumer groups have rallied
around the term to resist companies that
seek to monopolise the repair of their
products, such as by restricting access to
spare parts, and penalising customers
who choose third party repair services.
Protections for such customers have
emerged from the American right to
repair movement, but the Indian
interpretation aligns closely with
equipment manufacturers’ insistence that
the availability of authorised service
channels are sufficient.

With the RI framework, the
government indicated that it would work
to pursue such scoring “without causing
any impediment to the industry with
regard to innovation and ease of doing
business”. Electronics makers have
strenuously fought some right to repair
legislations in the U.S., cautious of the
business impact of losing repair revenue,
which has emerged as a key revenue
stream in some sectors. McDonald’s ice
cream machines are a commonly cited
example, as they break down frequently
and franchisees have only been permitted
to have them repaired by technicians of
the Taylor Company, which makes the
machines.

The committee that drafted the RI
framework was dominated in
membership by industry groups and
electronics manufacturers. However, that
does not mean that the deliberations and
the report’s outcome will completely
favour them, like the right-to-repair portal
did. Pushpa Girimaji, a consumer rights
advocate and lawyer who has closely
tracked the intricacies of the right to
repair, was part of the committee; Ms.
Girimaji recently described a
manufacturer’s refusal to offer repair on
an aging lift as “highly exploitative and a
violation of the consumers’ right to
choice,” and hit many of the key notes
that consumer advocates elsewhere have
advocated for, including accommodation
of third party repair services.

THE GIST

v

Under the Repairability Index,
consumer electronics and
electronic appliances would be
assigned a score depending on
how easy they are to repair.

v

With the RI framework, the
government indicated that it
would work to pursue such
scoring “without causing any
impediment to the industry
with regard to innovation and
ease of doing business”.

v

The committee that drafted the
Rl framework was dominated
in membership by industry
groups and electronics
manufacturers. However, that
does not mean that the
deliberations and the report’s
outcome will completely
favour them
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» Under the Repairability Index, electronic products and appliances will receive a score based
on how easy they are to repair, judged by availability of spare parts, repair cost, software
updates, and access to repair information.

» ATFA AT FAFTH & T6d, Felarcifoteh Scaral 3T ITHIUI hl S8 YR I 3 fGU Freer foh
3o¢ AXFAT HLAT FohalalT 3T §, T TR IIEH Y ITerstdl, AFAA $H d0Td, AFeda
IHIST 3R AFHAT { 3 SATTRRY Y STSASEAT I 3HThT ST

Why a focus on repairing products?

3cUTel HY AIFAT W &1 F41 &I o1 @1 82

» Many older appliances like washing machines and air conditioners continue to work for
years, while newer models fail more often.

« % Qe 3USIOT o1 o aTfRIer a7efier 3R W H3eR ATl a0 Teid] §, STdieh AT ArSel HFAT
STedY T g ST ¥

» A common reason cited is “planned obsolescence”, where companies intentionally reduce
durability so that consumers are forced to buy newer models.

* T 37TH HRUT " SIATEGY 99T (planned obsolescence)" &l ATAT ST 8, forasd safaar
TSR 3cATal HY F3T TS T § Alfeh ST Y AT Hisel TG US|

* However, another reason is that companies are cutting costs due to rising metal prices and
market competition, leading to use of lower quality materials.

 gTelifeh, Teh 3R ROT Ig & foh huforal aTegait Y agclt hrwral 3K e gfaeayt & SrRoT anrg
# Feldt X @1 &, TS08 o Jorar arelt |reraft 1 3uer 81 @1 8|

« Attero Recycling CEO Nitin Gupta said in 2023 that the metal content in appliances has
reduced, due to shortages in metals like copper.

- T SrTE e & HE FAFIe apear = 2023 3 g7 o7 fF ITROT A g A AMFA T TS §
FifeR HTaT Y st Fr F T W

* India being a net importer of metals adds further pressure to preserve and maintain
existing electronic products.

« Hcl T AT FT PG HATASF (net importer) Blel & HRUT AIS[ET Solereifoieh ScdTal T TIfara
3R o0 I@R FT a1F 96 AT B |

» These issues have made repair an important factor for consumers while purchasing
electronics.

* &oT HRON A FAGHA Teh Hgca Q0T Tge] ST I § SI9 3UHFAT FlTeliaieh 3care Tled &

What is Planned Obsolescence in Electronics?

FAFCITH 7 ASTTaGY TTele FAT 87
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» Planned obsolescence refers to the practice of designing products to have a shorter
lifespan, forcing users to replace them sooner.

* AISTATIGY TTeAA T Hclold § ScUTal I AT HH FHI dF Telel ATASF Fol1ell, T ad
ITANFATHT Y ST 7T 3cuTe @eaT TS|

* This leads to increased e-waste and higher costs for consumers over time.

- 3 §-FaX # gty 3R 3Tt & fow ol srafer & st @ Qar gl

U.S. and India: Differences in Right to Repair Movement
AR 3R R AFAT & HAFR JTererT & 3
* In the United States, lawmakers like Marie Gluesenkamp Perez are pushing legislation to

require appliance makers to display average annual maintenance and repair costs on
products.

- WYF U AR #, ieg A se@erha Nar S A7 0} FHlefed a1 @ & foradd ST
fAAT3T T 3curel W tea arfiie Fee 3R TawamE 1 anra e gef|

» She described longer-lasting appliances as a form of “durable wealth”, especially washing
machines.

* 37gie] oIS AT A Telel aTel IYHIVN ! " feh1F WY (durable wealth)" & &9 & afoTa fomam,
Trae aiferer #eh=t 1

* India, on the other hand, is still building its framework for repairability indexing, and
government reports are in early stages.

« TR 3187 of AT AT FAFF & [0 FRET IR FT @7 8, 3N TR Rt e
TOTH G|

Responses from Consumer Advocates and Manufacturers

3YHFAT SRFHA 3 ARt Hr afafeae

* The idea of a Repairability Index is seen as a consumer-friendly move that gives buyers
more transparency at the time of purchase.

« AFAT ATTAT FAFTH ! TUROT I Ueh ITHNFAT AW st AT S 1T & i THERT 1
Glerdr & §F 310 TReERIar &ar ¥

* It also supports the idea of a circular economy, where parts and metals from old devices are
recycled back into the production chain.

.mwwm(circular economy)@fmaﬁaﬂmm%,mﬁw
39ROl & qait X a3t @1 R & seurest s & A e §

» E-waste reduction, resource conservation, and cost-effective maintenance are key
outcomes expected from this initiative.
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3nafera g1

» Manufacturers, however, may face pressure to increase transparency, improve build
guality, and offer long-term service options.

- gTeliteh, fATaT3i 1 3rfres aRERYaT, dgav fastor aporae, 3R drdwfas dar Rwey &
&aTd &Y Hehel 8

Why It Matters Now

Ig 3T FIT Ageaqol &
» Smartphones and computers are not improving in processing power as rapidly as they did
in the 2010s.

« THTEHIT 3R Heex T SRR §TaT T 2010 F g2 foraet Asit F 7¢t ag W

* Hence, both economic and ecological factors now support repair over replacement.
« 3TTAIT 31T AT 3R IATaRONRT ST FRUT ATFAT Y WIATARAT f o 9T H § ol 39 o
ST 391G TIET S|

Right to Repair
AIFAT FT ATAFR

» The Right to Repair is a broad term that refers to giving greater flexibility to consumers in
how they can get their products repaired.

o FNFHT HT OB TF AT S & ST STMNFAT T 3oToh IcUTET T ATFAT Hi FLATS AT,
=03 HTAF TeTdeT ot I STt HIAT & |

* In India, the Department of Consumer Affairs (DoCA) has launched a Right to Repair
Portal, which lists authorised service centres of various manufacturers and repair literature
published by them.

« YR H ITHIFAT ATHS fAIHTT (DoCA) o Toh AFAA HUSR 9 died fohaT g, T fafdes
fATeT3iT & srftrgper Wam Falt 3R 3579 q@RT T AFHA Wifgeq T TFRy &7 718 ¢

* This Indian model is seen as a non-confrontational interpretation of the Right to Repair.
« g IRATT ATl AFAT F ISR 7 U IR-3Th#HF <q1eam & & F @7 ST 8

* In the United States, consumer groups have used the term to resist monopolies by
companies that restrict access to spare parts or penalise third-party repairs.

- g TS ARG 7 ITHFAT TAGT o SH G T TAT 3e7 11T & THITUHR T FaET et
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FLATE

* As a result, consumer protections have emerged in the U.S. from this Right to Repair
movement.

« ST, AR A 58 AFAT & HTAFR AGIT & FTHIFAT Y& 3UTT HHA 1T & |

* The Indian interpretation, however, aligns more with equipment manufacturers, who
believe that providing authorised service channels is sufficient.

« BTciTeh, TR SATEAT 31Teehck SUFHIOT fAATI3AT T el & Hel TIAT &, ST ATl ¢ o AfeFa
Jar el T ST & T §

Repairability Index (RI) Framework and Industry Response

AIFAT YaHH (RI) gram 3R gz S gfafear

» With the Repairability Index (RI) framework, the government stated it would promote repair
scoring without hindering innovation or ease of doing business.

« ATFAA AT FAFTH (RI) S & A, THR o gl [ g 3eAAAT 7 Farar 3R FRER
[IAAT H IS STT 3Tol ToHAT FAFHT ThITR T T SGTdT SalT |

* Many electronics manufacturers have opposed right to repair laws in the U.S., as they are
concerned about losing repair-related revenue, which is a key source of income for some
sectors.

« S FATEIATH TAHATAT IR 7 AWAA & HAFR T T 1ot b1 AR 1 R &, Fih
3¢ AGFAC A g1 aTell A & @i A RAATE, ST Fo &1 & AT Ageaqor Tsd A &1 74T 8|

* An example often cited is McDonald’s ice cream machines, which frequently break down
and can only be repaired by technicians from Taylor Company, the original maker.

« U 31T 3T830T & McDonald’s &Y 3msashia #efiet, St 319a% We 8 St & 3R Shaot Taylor
Company & d&aAgaT & &7 FAFHT HIaTs ST Teholl & |

Rl Framework Committee and Consumer Representation

RI grET AT 3R 3usear yfafafe

» The committee that drafted the RI framework was mostly made up of industry groups and
electronics manufacturers.

* RI 3 &l IR H¥e arell AIATE 7 &7 T & 367097 @HET R gaaelfaay fatansi
gfafaferea
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* However, this does not guarantee that the final report will fully favour the industry, unlike

the previous Right to Repair portal.

« BTclifeh, SHPT AT Tg w161 & 1o 3iTcid RUIE G e & 37T & 9&7 # &1 g1an, i o vget

umqﬁésr%nmﬁﬁgmml

* Pushpa Girimaji, a consumer rights advocate and lawyer, was also a member of the

committee and has strongly supported consumer-friendly interpretations.

- gt fAREATS, S veh Susiierar FfUFR FFar 3R b 8, 58 GiATT H weeT I 3R i

3usttran fecddt gfeeamIoT 1 gore aad= fhar |

* She recently criticized a manufacturer’s refusal to repair an aging elevator as “highly

exploitative” and a violation of consumer choice.

» 3GIo1 BTel &1 A Ueh quUIaY forwe 1 AT O fAATaT & ST bl "FTohY AWOrarY 3R 3qeiarar

$ qUE F HOAFR T IeaeeT drT|

» She emphasized the need to include third-party repair options, echoing what consumer

advocates across the world demand.

« 3ogiel g &1 SR f&am o 48 ardt aveaa Rt 1 wlipfa & st aifge, siar i afRas

3UAFAT HRHAT HETT ¢

Retail inflation slows to 3.16%
in April, lowest in 69 months

The fall in prices has been driven in large part by sharply easing food prices, especially those of

vegetables and pulses. inflation in food and beverages slows for sixth consecutive month to 2.14%

|GS Paper lil: Inflation

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

etail inflation in In-
Rdia cooled for the
sixth consecutive

month in April 2025, com-
ing in at 3.16%, the lowest it
has been in 69 months.
The fall in prices has been
driven in large part by
sharply easing food prices,
especially those of vegeta-
bles and pulses.

The monthly Consumer
Price Index released by the
Ministry of Statistics and
Programme I[mplementa-
tion stood at 3.34% in
March 2025, and had been
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Price relief

The fallin prices has been driven in large part by sharply

easing food prices

8 7798

®315

Retail inflation (Y-0-Y, in %)

3.16

July 2019 April 2022 April 2025

falling consistently since
October 2024, when it had
hit a 14-month high of
6.21%. April’s inflation fi-
gures are the lowest since

SOURCE: MOSPI

July 2019. The data shows
that inflation in the food
and beverages category
slowed for the sixth con-
secutive month to 2.14%,

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

with vegetable prices con-
tracting 10.98%, pulses
contracting 5.23%, and
meat and fish prices con-
tracting 0.35% over their
levels in April last year.

Vegetable prices have
been on a downward trend
for a little while now, with
April’s data marking the
third consecutive month of
price contractions.

However, while prices
have been cooling, a large
part of this contraction has
to do with a high base ef-
fect, since vegetable infla-
tion was in the 27-30%
range in the February-April
period last year.
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I A GeI1 AEIE 3.16% oIh €Y, 69 Al A FaH FH T W

- Retail inflation in India slowed to 3.16% in April 2025, marking the
lowest level in 69 months.

o T H G AGIS el 2025 7 TeH 3.16% & 18, ST 69 ALl 7 Fad
HH TR &

 This was the sixth consecutive month of declining inflation.

* Yg TRITAR ST ALAT UT SI9 AZINS &I # FRTae gof Y TS|

» The decline has been driven largely by easing food prices, particularly vegetables and
pulses.

- I5 FTRTae & &9 8 Tieg varat 1 Feral, @rae] giewrdl i aret T Hrerdt 7 HAr & FRoT
IS &

» The Consumer Price Index (CPI) stood at 3.34% in March 2025, and has been falling
consistently since October 2024, when it had reached a 14-month high of 6.21%.

« 3USHFAT Hed Gadia (CPI) AT 2025 F 3.34% &7 AT, 3N g Iaga¥ 2024 { e AT @1
€, 519 I8 6.21% & 14 A A F ITadH Tl W AT

» The April 2025 inflation figure is the lowest since July 2019.
« 38T 2025 Y AZITS ST TS 2019 F TG HIH FH ¢

Food and Beverages Inflation Trends
|rey 3R 9 gerdf 7 #Agms i vgfr

« Inflation in the food and beverages category slowed to 2.14% in April 2025, marking the
sixth consecutive month of decline.

- @ed 3T 97 geref v Soft 7 FgenS rder 2025 F TN 2.14% & 7S, S o FAMAR T IR
Rrae gafar g1

* Vegetable prices contracted by 10.98% compared to April last year.

- afeerat it Fraat # 10.98% F FARTae o 61 918, S Aot ATer 318kt &1 Jofell 7 &1

* Pulses prices fell by 5.23%, and meat and fish prices dropped by 0.35% year-on-year.
-mﬁaﬁraﬁﬂa’fﬁ&zs%ﬁwmanmhaﬁrmﬁﬁo.%%@rm-azmﬁmaegé%l
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Retail Inflation Slows to 3.16% in April, Lowest in 69 Months
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» This marks the third consecutive month of vegetable price contractions.

« I AR NI 7AHAT § ST Fieorat Y Fraral & fPRmae 3ms B

Impact of High Base Effect

3= ATYR YATT &1 AT

* Despite the cooling prices, much of the decline is due to a high base effect, as vegetable
inflation was in the 27-30% range during February-April 2024.

« P F T & Fras(e, T T g6 deh 3o YR THIT & FROT ¢, FAifh wad-3rie 2024
H afesrat iy AFIS & 27-30% F AT AN

MSME:s lack staff, access to
formal credlt SIDBI study

|GS Paper llI: Industries

The Hindu Bureau
COIMBATORE

Lack of access to “timely
and adequate” credit and
shortage of manpower are
among the key challenges
that Micro, Small and Me-
dium-scale  Enterprises
(MSMEs) face, according to
a Small Industries Deve-
lopment Bank of India
(SIDBI) report titled “Un-
derstanding the Indian
MSME Sector: Progress
and Challenges”.

The report, which is
based on a survey of 2,000
MSMEs in 19 sectors, says
despite  comprehensive
policy initiatives, MSMEs
do not have access to adeg-
uate credit when they need

The reportis based on a survey
of 2,000 MSMEs in 19 sectors.

it. About 3% of the total
borrowings of small enter-
prises is from informal
sources while the numbers
stand at 2% for MSMEs and
12% for micro enterprises.
According to a press re-
lease, the study broadly es-

timates “the sector still has
an addressable credit gap
of about 24% or %30 lakh
crore.” The gap is higher in
services sector at 27% and
higher at 35% for women-
owned MSMEs too, indicat-
ing a need for targeted pol-
icy actions.

Digital tools

More number of MSMEs
are likely to adopt digital
tools for credit access
when supported by plat-
forms such as UPI as 18% of
MSMEs use digital lending
platforms and 90% accept
digital payments.

About a fourth of the
surveyed MSME:s cited lack
of skilled manpower as one
of their major challenges.

Development Bank of India (SIDBI).
« “FHY 9T 3R qATCT” FOT T 3qaelstrdl R Fere STefeFa fir walt o, oy 3R FAeww sggA
(MSMES) &I Y87@ FilTcrdr €, SHaT fob SRl o eaer fasr 3% (SIDBI) hr Rare # sraram aran

gl

MSMEs Lack Staff,
Access to Formal
Credit: SIDBI Study

THUHUAS & T 3R
$T FAT: {sd sreager

Key Challenges Facing
MSMEs

THUAUAS & WA 99
ARt

9

* Lack of access to “timely and
adequate” credit and shortage
of manpower are major
challenges for Micro, Small, and
Medium-scale Enterprises
(MSMEsSs), according to a report by
the Small Industries

* The report is titled “Understanding the Indian MSME Sector: Progress and Challenges”.
- 50 ROTE &7 AMd¥en § “oTRAT THTHTHAS &1 & aHeT: eIt 3R gatfaar |
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Findings from the Survey

adaToT { gree forsend

* The report is based on a survey of 2,000 MSMEs across 19 sectors.

« g ROIE 19 8131 & 2,000 THTHTHAE & JA&TUT 9T 3MeRd &1

* Despite various policy initiatives, MSMEs still lack access to adequate credit when
needed.

- faftiest hfera vgel & sTasye, THTAUAS Y ITGRIRAT IS W 376 8l gafed For i 9g=r gt
gl

* About 3% of small enterprises' borrowings are from informal sources.

- Y SEFHAT T AT 3% FURY IAtoraTia w4 gl B

* The number stands at 2% for MSMEs and 12% for micro enterprises.

* IE 3HThsT THUHTHS & forw 296 3R Faar 357A & v 12% 3
Credit Gap in MSME Sector

THUHUHAS &9 & HOT R

* According to the press release, the study estimates an addressable credit gap of about 24%
or ¥30 lakh crore in the MSME sector.

« 99 TA=ATC o 3R, EAAeT ITeTHIST SINCT & Foh THUHUHS &Y 3 ST 24% AT T30 o1
NS 1 T FHAT ST TF qTelT 7T AR B

* The credit gap is higher at 27% in the services sector.

« [a1 A F FOT 3T 310w &, S F 27% &1

* The gap is even higher at 35% for women-owned MSMESs, pointing to the need for targeted
policy actions.

- ATEAT TaIfAca arel THUHUHAS & fAT g 3HaT 35% de &, oad I8 Tase giar ¢ o aféra Afa
&EIAT I 3MTThaT

Adoption of Digital Tools
fsfSred ou =1 3rqaren

* More MSMEs are likely to adopt digital tools for credit access, especially when supported
by platforms like UPI.
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-mmaﬁtaﬂ?@ﬂ?m%ﬁwwaﬁmﬁawqm E@d §, @ o9

3¢ UP| S clehis T Tad+ Ao |

* Currently, 18% of MSMEs use digital lending platforms.
* TAATH H 18% TATHUAS F3Treer HoT Caewia ST 3T Hd g |

* Around 90% of MSMEs accept digital payments.
* SAT8TaT 90% THUHUHAS f3fSree spararer TR et |

Skilled Manpower Shortage
FAA STAATFT T FHAT

» About 25% of surveyed MSMEs cited lack of skilled manpower as a major challenge.

» FTOT 3 T AN 25% THTHTHS o FAT SeAATFT T FaAl 3l Teh GHG Feilcl S|
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