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1. Telangana CM launches solar scheme to benefit tribal
farmers
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2. Pakistan’s Attacks Targeting Golden Temple Were
Thwarted: Army Official
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3. Allahabad HC upholds order to survey Sambhal mosque
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Telangana CM launches solar
scheme to benefit tribal farmers

S Paper |: Society
PCS

HYDERABAD

Telangana Chief Minister
A. Revanth Reddy
launched the ‘Indira Saura
Giri Jala Vikasam’ scheme
at Macharam in Nagarkur-
nool district on Monday
and asked the officials to
provide solar pumpsets to
all the eligible Scheduled
Tribes farmers in Acham-
pet constituency within a
month.

The Chief Minister, ac-
companied by Deputy
Chief Minister Bhatti Vikra-
marka, said this was a un-
ique scheme aimed at em-
powering the  tribal
farmers.

Mr. Reddy said the pilot
project was being
launched in Macharam for
the benefit of tribals whose
lands were allegedly

-l | PSR
CM Revanth Reddy during the
launch of the schemein
Mahabubnagar on Monday. ANI

snatched away during the
BRS regime and cases were
filed for protests. He sug-
gested to the officials to in-
volve the women’s self-
help groups in setting up
solar power plants, so that
they too could generate re-
venues from it.

Under the Forest Rights
Act, the government has

sanctioned pattas for 6.69
lakh acres benefiting about
2.3 lakh farmers of Sche-
duled Tribes in the State.
The new scheme aims to
provide irrigation facilities
using solar-powered bore-
wells across six lakh acres
of tribal land that don’t
have power connections.

Focussing on making
women stronger financial-
ly, he said Telangana
would see entrepreneurs
among women due to go-
vernment’s initiatives like
awarding works to gener-
ate 1000 MW of solar pow-
er to the women SHGs and
also making them owners
of buses.

Later, the Chief Minister
went to his native village
Kondareddypalle where he
performed special poojas
at the Anjaneya Swamy
temple.

Telangana CM launches solar scheme to benefit tribal
farmers

AT FEFFA A Jnfeard framat & fore @k Qisre g

- Telangana Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy launched the ‘Indira
Saura Giri Jala Vikasam’ scheme at Macharam in Nagarkurnool
district on Monday.
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* ACTTAT & HEIHA T. YT 13! A WATR Y ARRE A forel & HeHA &

sfer @it A srer Rewraer Arsre A eara #

* He instructed officials to provide solar pumpsets to all eligible Scheduled Tribes (ST)
farmers in Achampet constituency within a month.

- Sogiet TRINET @1 rder o & srade e & & |3 a7 segqfRe sterenfa (ST) Rt
FI TFH ALl & T WA TIAT 3TASY HT ST

» Deputy Chief Minister Bhatti Vikramarka was also present at the launch event.

* 39 dlied HRIhA A SYHETHAT st fasrarsr o #Hisig &

» The Chief Minister said it is a unique scheme aimed at empowering tribal farmers.

« HEIHAT o gl fob Ig Uen fAfdrse AYsrar § orerent 3egea anfeard framt &) werFd amen g

* The pilot project is being launched in Macharam for the benefit of tribals whose lands were
allegedly taken during the BRS regime, and who faced police cases for protesting.

* Ig rgere IRANSTAT FERH & 3o7 InfEarfAAt & ot & forw & ohr o1 1 & Fotetehl St il
&9 ¥ BRS e & aRIer 81l 718, 3R fiegia) faer gaeier idel o) et 3ot

* He suggested officials involve women’s self-help groups (SHGs) in setting up solar power
plants, so that they can also generate revenue.

« 3ogiel HTRARIRT T Fera feT o A Faor Werarar WHgh (SHGs) &1 WK FaT W=l 1
TATIAT F iR [T ST arfeh 3 3f TeIea 3T T T |

» Under the Forest Rights Act, the government has sanctioned pattas for 6.69 lakh acres,
benefiting about 2.3 lakh ST farmers in the state.

- 3 PR FRARATA & Tgd TWHR VT # 6.69 AW TH3 A & v gget : A & &,
fSrary oemear 2.3 AT YA el FhaTeT emetfead gU |

» The new scheme aims to provide irrigation facilities using solar-powered borewells across
six lakh acres of tribal land lacking power connections.

« Ig IS AroteTT farstell Fawere & afaa snfeard) sffF & o7 or@ vFs &7 A gk Fat @ifaa
ARAeH & ATeTA § =S FRAUTT yere e 1 oe [l gl

* Focusing on women's financial empowerment, the CM said Telangana will withess women
entrepreneurs due to schemes like awarding 1000 MW solar power projects and making
SHGs owners of buses.

-nﬁmsﬁa:mﬁwﬁawwwwmaﬁgcﬁ@ﬁsﬁﬁm%mﬁ 1000 A9mare §R
FoT IRATATT 3R SHGs FT THT Y ATAFIAT §F St o1 AISTAT31T & HROT Afge IgafAAT
&I g9l |
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* Later, the Chief Minister visited his native village Kondareddypalle, where he performed

special poojas at the Anjaneya Swamy temple.

- 916 H HEIHA A U T T FISRGSTeall T GRT [T, ST 3egie HaT Fart 7T 7 ey

QT |

Pakistan’s attacks targeting Golden
Temple were thwarted: Army official

|GS Paper I: A&C

The Hindu Bureau
CHANDIGARH

The Indian Army on Mon-
day said that Pakistan had
attempted to target the
Golden Temple (Harman-
dir Sahib), the sacred place
of worship for the Sikhs in
Amritsar, on the interven-
ing night of May 7-8, in the
wake of India’s action
against terror attacks ema-
nating from Pakistan.

The drone and missile
attacks were successfully
thwarted by the Indian Ar-
my, a senior Army official
said.

Calibrated response

“The Indian Army is a pro-
fessional, righteous, and
responsible force which, in
spite of grave provoca-
tions, has always respond-

The Army on Monday showcased a demonstration of how Indian Air
Defence systems thwarted attack attempts by Pakistan. pTI

ed in a calibrated and mea-
sured manner. We targeted
only terrorists in known
terrorist camps with preci-
sion weapons, ensuring
that there is no collateral
damage, a fact which even
the Pakistan Army has ad-
mitted during Operation

Sindoor,” Major General
Kartik C. Seshadri, General
Officer Commanding
(GOC) of the 15 Infantry Di-
vision, said in Amritsar, de-
monstrating India’s air de-
fence system, including
the indigenous Akash mis-
siles and the L-70 air de-

fence guns that had inter-
cepted the Pakistani
drones and missiles.

“However, the Pakistan
Army has no legitimate tar-
gets to strike inside India
nor does it have the know-
ledge or capability to stand
up to the Indian armed
forces face-to-face. Hence,
it uses terrorism as a na-
tional policy and resorts to
unmanned aerial weapons
launched from its own soil.
Drones and long-range
missiles were launched
and fired from its territo-
ry,” the GOC said.

Major General Seshadri
said that Pakistan had even
targeted religious places
specifically, including the
internationally renowned
Golden Temple, which he
described as a “place of
faith for everybody”.

Pakistan’s Attacks Targeting Golden Temple Were Thwarted:

Army Official
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qQIfREdTeT & gAA ST TIOT AfeX FY AT 971 1E &, Ao fpw v
T AR RY

- The Indian Army on Monday said that Pakistan attempted to target
the Golden Temple (Harmandir Sahib), the sacred Sikh shrine in
Amritsar, on the intervening night of May 7-8.

* HIAAR HT ARAT VelT F FgT O IIRFEATeT o 7-8 7S Y A 1 HHAE A
faat & ufda Tya Taot AT (3R A1fge) +1 faemar sam &1 g3 Fan|

* These attacks came in the wake of India’s recent action against terror attacks originating from
Pakistan.

« I gH AR GaRT ITfhedlel  3cTo WW%@WWW@%W?I

* The drone and missile attacks were successfully thwarted by the Indian Army, said a senior
Army official.

* Ueh GG oAl TR o gl foh 3ot AR FAATSer goval ol R AT & HheTcTdesh (T

Calibrated Response
9

» The Indian Army is a professional, righteous, and responsible force that always responds
in a calibrated and measured manner despite severe provocations.

« AT VAT Ueh ey, enfdis 3R FeaieR aer § S 3789 3aoretait & arasjg s wafed AR
AT a1 gfafFar S 8

» The Army targeted only terrorists in known camps with precision weapons, ensuring no
collateral damage.

* QT o shael FTcl R # Hisfg smdwarfeat  adF gRART @ e g, Sad w5
HETAS haTeT el g3

* Even the Pakistan Army admitted this during Operation Sindoor.

* Ig STt UTfahedret & et o o iferverst Ry & ret T &t o

» Major General Kartik C. Seshadri, General Officer Commanding (GOC) of the 15 Infantry
Division in Amritsar, demonstrated India’s air defence system that intercepted Pakistani
drones and missiles.

* AT STeel ifcien A AW, STeiel JHITHE HAIST (GOC), 15 Fethe FBdlaret, 3ae o #Rd
T §aTS T&IT YOTTelY T TG 2TeT fohaT Toret afohedTatt 31 3R fAamselt 1 e
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* This system includes indigenous Akash missiles and L-70 air defence guns.

« 3 YUTrelr & &2ft 3mepTer fAamger 3R L-70 gar$ a1 g enfAer 81

» The Pakistan Army has no legitimate targets inside India and cannot stand face-to-face
against the Indian armed forces.

« QIfFEAT T AT F IR TR & 37T PIS AT A8 AGT ¢ 31X I8 HRATT TUTT Tl T 3TH=AT-
ATHAT o181 Y Fehcll|

* Hence, Pakistan uses terrorism as a national policy and launches unmanned aerial
weapons like drones and long-range missiles from its own soil.

- 3afaT, aTferedrst Arawarg 1 T HAifd & ®9 7 379A7dT § 31X 39+ &1 & 3 3% ot g
AATEd S IR gaTs gIAUR Al LT &1

* Pakistan even specifically targeted religious places, including the internationally renowned
Golden Temple, described as a “place of faith for everybody.”

* OTfehEdTel o TIY T & LTfHAS TATeAT I ALMAT TATIT, A ARSI TR I IFAcy Fqor
AT o anfAer &, o “g@sfY & Fow 3meem &1 T ST TAT ¢

Golden Temple

wuf #feR

e The Golden Temple, also known as Sri Harmandir
Sahib, is the most revered spiritual site in Sikhism.

o ol HfeR, ol ot gewfeR wifge & A @ W &
i 8, R o &1 9 gurty nfife we g

e Located in Amritsar, Punjab, it symbolizes the Sikh
values of equality, humility, and universal
brotherhood.

o TE YAWR, USTTe H fYd § 3R FHTET, fasan, ok ardiifire urgar s Rra geat
&1 Ul 3|

e The shrine is not only a place of worship but also represents the rich history, art, and
architecture of the Sikh community.

. %mWWWﬁﬁﬁmw%mm, FdT, 3R IRGH AT
Eal I
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Historical Background

e ggafi

¢ Foundation and Construction: The city of Amritsar was founded in 1577 by Guru Ram
Das, the fourth Sikh Guru.
RITYAT 3R FAT0T: SRYawR /@R &1 RIUAT 1577 & 9 {359 T 7% 79 g9 gRI $I T
|

e The construction of the Golden Temple began under his guidance and was completed in
1604 by his successor, Guru Arjan Dev.

o ol wfeR F1 A0 3% AFfaR & TR gM 3R 1604 & 376 STRIVSRI & 36 &
GR1 gui faa T

e Guru Arjan Dev also compiled the Adi Granth, the holy scripture of Sikhism, and
installed it in the temple upon completion.

o % 39 g A R iy 3nfe Uy & dwford foar Sk fafo guf g1 S dfer &
_Tfud faba

e In the early 17th century, the temple was destroyed under orders of Mughal Emperor
Jahangir, leading to the martyrdom of Guru Arjan Dev in 1606.

e 1741 AT} DI Y[FITT B, G THTE TR & G R TR &1 98 o fear 7471, {5
% 3 ¢ &1 1606 T WETGd T3

e Despite such setbacks, the Sikh community rebuilt and preserved the temple,
demonstrating their resilience and devotion.

o U ol uRfRufoat & sTavie, e ayer A |@feR @1 g a9ma ok SRfara o,
foreT 3! HadRfierar 3R Widd Ushe Bl o

¢ Enhancements by Maharaja Ranjit Singh: In the early 19th century, Maharaja Ranjit
Singh, the leader of the Sikh Empire, beautified the temple by covering its upper floors
with gold foil, giving it its iconic appearance.

o UBRIS YUSIG Rig gRT Aad: 194 3raredt 31 Iwand W, R 9ri~g & mas
HERTSI YUTsiid Rig 7 #idR o Sudt #fSre] # W 1 IRa d ehd 53 591 faerd
=Y Y foar

Operation Blue Star (1984)
STIRRM & TR (1984)

¢ InJune 1984, the Indian Army launched Operation Blue Star to remove militants
hiding in the temple complex.

o T 1984 H YRR |1 A Hicx uRIR ¥ fe50 Suarfeal o fHdem & fe sifme=e &
R IR
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e The operation caused extensive damage to the temple and resulted in a high number of
casualties.

o 3T R A TR B TR i U ok B ot a8 e

e Later, the temple was restored, and a memorial was built to honor those who died
during the operation.

o T U AR B Y IR B T3 3R 39 SHUAE AR 7T AR Dt Wfd § TP RS
ST T

Artistic Elements
DATHD ded

e Architectural Design: The Golden Temple showcases a blend of Indo-Islamic Mughal
and Rajput architectural styles. Its design includes floral motifs, marble inlays, and
frescoes, reflecting a harmonious fusion of different art forms.

o ARgHAl fSATST: Wl HieR ¥ fg-gore ik Irogg RiTaed et o7 fHsor e &1 e
2| 3P S ¥ Eell B Spfeaal, ETHRAR B a1, ok fufxiRe wfia €, s
fafia e Ul &1 U Yoz Ad e & |

e Symbolism of Structure: The temple is constructed at a lower level than the
surrounding land, symbolizing humility. It has four entrances, one on each side,
signifying openness and acceptance of all people, regardless of caste, creed, or religion.

o WA DT UNDTHS Hged: HIGR D AU $1 FHIA § =i Hag W 711 711 6, o
oo &1 Ui ¢ 1 SO TRl =i ° wa=1 gk €, o garu= 3R it «w, sifedt oiv
TR % w9 P &1 vl B

¢ Interior Decorations: Inside, the temple is adorned with intricate mirror work, gold leaf
designs, and marble carvings. These elements enhance the spiritual ambiance and
aesthetic beauty of the shrine.

o it Temac: HieR & 3R wfed 2 F PRI, A9 B u_d B {THEA, 3R TR
P TeHTN 31 TS 21 T dcd HieR BT et @e arararor SR Wed &1 3R serd B

Architectural Features

RITU fagiyard

e Amrit Sarovar: The temple is surrounded by the sacred pool known as Amrit Sarovar or
"Pool of Nectar." Pilgrims bathe in its waters, believing it has purifying properties.

o U WRIGR: HicR P Ul TEARM "3 TIAAR" T ORI T & | HGTd 390 A B &
aﬂﬁ?mﬁw%ﬁ?mwﬁmmﬁmﬁw@%%
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e Bridge and Causeway: A marble causeway connects the temple to the Akal Takht, the
highest seat of earthly authority of the Khalsa. This bridge symbolizes the journey of the
soul after death.

o T 3R UY: U EITHRHR HT Yl TR DI PTA ad Y siiedl g, Sl WTerdl Bt gt iR
HaTed T1 &1 Ui © | I8 I Yog & 916 SMTeHT P ATAT T Ui g |

e Golden Dome: The temple’s dome is gilded with gold and represents an inverted lotus
flower, symbolizing the Sikh’s aim to live a pure life. The gold plating was added during
the reign of Maharaja Ranijit Singh in the early 19th century.

wf Tag: #feR F1 Tag &1 WA A WS TT1 § 3R T8 Th Iec PHA & Bd I Y|P 8, Sl TP
ufas e o1 & e 3E=a &1 <xidT 81 78 W1 91 Rd 1941 XAt 3t [&3HTd H HeRTe
IUTSid fRi§ & IS | Sl T8 |
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Allahabad HC upholds order
to survey Sambhal mosque

T'he court dismisses the mosque panel’s plea, noting that this is not a case of conversion of place

of worship and that the Hindu plaintiffs only wanted right of access to a protected monument

3S paper I: Place of Worship Act|

[shita Mishra
NEW DELHI

he Allahabad High
T Court on Monday

upheld a lower
court’s order appointing
an Advocate Commission-
2r to survey the “disputed”
Shahi Jama Masjid in
Sambhal, Uttar Pradesh.

The mosque committee
had approached the High
Court challenging the sur-
vey, which was ordered un-
der the suit filed by Hindu
plaintiffs claiming the mos-
jue had been built on the
site by Mughal emperor Ba-
bur in 1526 after demolish-
ing the Harihar temple,
dedicated to Kalki.

Last November, a civil
court in Sambhal ordered a
survey of the mosque by an
Advocate Commissioner.
Soon after, Ramesh Ragh-
v, the designated officer,
conducted a hurried sur-
vey of the mosque.

The survey was followed
by communal violence in
the town, leading to the
death of four persons.

Not lower court’s error

The mosque committee, in
its arguments, submitted
that the dispute regarding
the mosque had already
peen settled in 1877 and

team visits the Shahi Jama Masjid in Sambhal.

could not be adjudicated in
the instant suit. Justice Ro-
hit Ranjan Agarwal ob-
served that the lower court
had not committed any er-
ror, irregularity, or illegali-
ty in allowing the survey.
“The argument set up
by advocate S.F.A Naqgvi
that dispute in regard to
Masjid already stood set-
tled in 1877 and decree hav-
ing been confirmed by this
Court cannot be accepted
at this stage in view of the
fact that judgment of 1877
speaks of an old building,
whereas in 1920 Juma Mas-
jid was declared as a pro-
tected monument under

the Act of 1904,” the court
noted. The court added
that if the title suit was de-
cided in favour of the mos-
que committee in 1877,
then, why had it entered
into an agreement in 1927
subjecting the structure in
dispute to the Act of 1904
as the alleged agreement
does not reveal the owner-
ship of the mosque com-
mittee and clearly noted
that the structure needed
to be protected in pur-
suance of the Act of 1904
by Archaeological
Department.

The court said this was
not a case where any con-

version of place of worship
was taking place or any re-
ligious character of the
place of worship was being
changed and that the Hin-
du petitioners had only
sought the right to access
to a protected monument
declared in 1920, under
Section 18 of the Act of
1958.

“Once, it is an admitted
position that the structure
in question has been de-
clared as a protected mon-
ument in 1920 and the
same remained unchal-
lenged till date, it is bound
to be governed by provi-
sions of law which existed
when the notification was
made and, thereafter, the
laws enacted to govern
such protected monu-
ment,” the court said.

It added that once the
revisionist himself has sub-
jected to the Act of 1904
(Act to provide for the pre-
servation of Ancient Monu-
ments) and, thereafter, to
1958 (Ancient Monuments
and Archaeological Sites
and Remains Act), he can-
not take shelter of the Plac-
es of Worship Act of 1991
that aims at preventing the
conversion of any place of
worship and maintaining
the religious character as it
was on August 15, 1947.

Allahabad HC upholds order to survey Sambhal mosque
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SATETEIG 815 HIC A TH ATCIG TS T TS TTHIR @I

- The Allahabad High Court on Monday upheld a lower court’s order
appointing an Advocate Commissioner to survey the “disputed”
Shahi Jama Masjid in Sambhal, Uttar Pradesh.

* SATEIEIG 8T8 ¢ A WHIR FY WHT, 3T veer H [Rarfea g s Aafldee
& 94 & faT fA=el 3reTrad F 3¢ Y RHIX @7, fSTHH7 TF vsalhe
TR forgerd TR aram 4|

» The mosque committee challenged the survey in the High Court. They claimed the mosque
was built by Mughal emperor Babur in 1526 on the site of the Harihar temple, dedicated to
Kalki, which was demolished.

« ATESIG AIATT A §18 I F T 1 FoAlclr &1 2| 37eh1 gTaT AT foh Ig ATFSIE FITer WAHTS AT G@RT
1526 ¥ gligY AR FI F91g Fa1s 1S oY, T s fer I am)

* Last November, a civil court in Sambhal ordered the survey by an Advocate Commissioner.

. T AdeaX &, TH I Tk AT HIE A USalahe FEIMAT T T T 31T feam 27|

» The designated officer, Ramesh Raghav, conducted a hurried survey of the mosque soon
after.

« ATTAT 1TRRT, T [ET, T ATESIG, AT STegdlel H Td 1haT|

* The survey was followed by communal violence in the town, resulting in the death of four
persons.

-ﬁ%m%mﬁm%mﬁ,%ﬁwmﬁmg‘él

Mosque Committee's Arguments

Afeere g & a&

» The mosque committee argued that the dispute was already settled in 1877 and could not be
re-adjudicated in the current suit.

- ATESTe AFATT & T fea 1 faare uger &1 1877 F e feam aram a7 3R 38 oA Haheh &
T & FTET GASTAT ST HeheT|

+ Justice Rohit Ranjan Agarwal noted the lower court had committed no error or illegality in
allowing the survey.

- SIfEeH e TT=T 3rararel = &gt T forerell 3rerera & T 1 JreTAfd &= # g I a1 Jrderar w1t
&
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* The court noted the 1877 judgment referred to an old building, while in 1920, the Juma
Masjid was declared a protected monument under the Act of 1904.

* 3eTeld o e T 1877 & Hrarer # qurelt $AARE 1 o1 8, STafeh 1920 & S Af¥erg #1 1904 &
FftfaTs & dea @R TR e v o an

» The court questioned why the mosque committee entered into a 1927 agreement subjecting
the structure to the Act of 1904 if they had won the title suit in 1877.

- 3ieTerd o g T afe; #feere affifa o 1877 # efvdw s S foram 4T, o T 37l 1927 &
FHSAT F T 1 1904 & rfAfaaer & dga 4t w@r?

» The agreement did not reveal ownership but noted the structure needed protection under the
Archaeological Department.

- GASHIT & ATTIHTAT &b T GATAT L1 AT, oliche] SHA HeT a7 AT foh FITAT Sl QIATicdeh TaaT
% dgd GI&TUT Y 3TaRThdT ¢

Nature of the Case

ATHA $T 9Hfd

* The court clarified this is not a case of conversion or change in the religious character of
the place of worship.

« 3eTod o TOve R T Ig enfiie Toe & aRad« a1 anfdie IR & aeara &1 ATHT 781 2

* Hindu petitioners sought only the right of access to a protected monument declared in
1920, under Section 18 of the Act of 1958.

- i ARSI o el 1920 F BT WIS TR I TgT 1 HfAFR AW, S 1958 &
T 7 4RT 18 & 3T B

* Since the structure has been a protected monument since 1920 and the status remained
unchallenged, it must be governed by the laws effective at notification and subsequent laws.

» Gfh Ig TEAT 1920 ¥ WATT TARF § 3N 3HH &1 319 oo sraRafeda &, 38 sfRgzen &
A SR HIefail 3R S1G o FlefeAl IR HATId glell M|

* The court said that the revisionist (mosque committee) who subjected the structure to the Act
of 1904 and later to the 1958 Act cannot claim protection under the Places of Worship Act,
1991, which prevents conversion and maintains the religious character as of August 15, 1947.

« 31ETeld o gl T sy T 1 1904 F A" 31X a1g 7 1958 F fAfa"s & aga @,
9% 1991 & Ui Tue JTATATH & TecT &t ALt AT HehdT, ST 15 3eRed 1947 & enfdiss IR
& FATT TG 3R IRGdT Vvt & fow Bl
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Dalit Indian Chamber of Commerce and Industry (DICCI)
gfard sfEaer 9av 31T% 1AW Us 8551 (DICC)

e The Dalit Indian Chamber of Commerce and Industry (DICCI) was established in
2005 by Milind Kamble as a non-profit, industry-led organization headquartered in
Pune.

o Eford $f39eT JeR 3Tt FIAW TS $3EET (DICCI) T TATI=AT 2005 H fAfIE Hisrer garT
Teh IR-THBRY, 3EANT-URA HeroeT & & H ot 7 iy 775 Y|

e It aims to promote entrepreneurship among Dalits and other marginalized
communities across India.

o SHH 35T HRA X A gfadl 3R 3= I FHer & e 3eafAdr & aerar 31 8|

o DICCI has 29 state chapters and 7 international chapters, with members spanning
sectors like manufacturing, services, and construction.

e DICCI & I 29 Ty e AR 7 IHRTSET e §, TeTeh AeTT 3curesT, Jarait 31k
fraAToT S a1t & Fefea g

e The organization conducts trade fairs, training camps, and promotional activities to
support Dalit MSMEs.

o Jg TIS Efeld THTHTUHS T THAT el & folv AR Fell, gfrefor fRAfawt 31k var
arfafaferal &1 3maersT Far g1

Recent Activities and Initiatives
gTT 1 afafafear 3R uger
e On December 7, 2024, DICCI signed an MoU with the National Minorities

Development and Finance Corporation (NMDFC) under the Ministry of Minority
Affairs.

o 7 feTEX 2024 1, DICCI & JeUTEIF HIF AT F HdId TS UL ETSh [qahrg
3R fa=r 9T (NMDFC) & a1er ek §&HSIAT AT O g&d18R U

e The aim is to promote entrepreneurship among marginalized communities, combining
the resources and expertise of both organizations.

. THE 3eERT AT WHERIT & SCAMHAT Fr aerar &a §, Fowet St HereHt iy wramet
3R TaQ=rar 1 gAY g

e Participation in NMSDC Conference (October 2023)
TATATHSIET HFHeleT 7 HENERT (3o 2023)
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DICCI participated in the 51st NMSDC Conference & Exchange in Baltimore, USA in
October 2023.

e DICCI & 3eFgs 2023 H STeCIAR, 3ANHT H AT 518 NMSDC HFHele T
TFAdST H AT foram|

e The event enabled partnerships with U.S. companies and included a meeting with the
Indian Ambassador, enhancing international collaborations.

. %Wﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ?mﬂﬂ@ﬂﬁg@ﬁ?ﬂﬂ?ﬁﬁuaw o HeATT Sﬂg‘é,
Eq ARSI GgIIT I T fAa|

o Tripartite MoU with Cll and IFCI Venture Capital Funds Ltd. (April 2024)

o TNIMS3TS 3R IMSTHNIMS doR FReo had fafAes & ary Ruehy gastar aa=
(319eT 2024)

e In April 2024, DICCI signed a tripartite MoU with the Confederation of Indian Industry
(CI) and IFCI Venture Capital Funds Ltd.

o 319 2024 H, DICCI & ARAT 3197 aEd (ClI) 3R IMSTHANTS dor Ffice w3d
fofAes & T v e Fdsian 9e o gedeR fhu|

e The MoU focuses on supporting SC and ST entrepreneurs through mentorship,
funding, and policy support.

o g FHSIAT IR AT (SC) 3R I STeAaTcl (ST) & 3TTAAT Y ARG,
Taeir Fegrar 3k A THIH v =it W Figa &1

o Adoption of Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar’s Native Village

o 3. SIETHIES 395 & Yfeh M T AT

¢ DICCI adopted Ambadave, the native village of Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar, with the
goal of transforming it into a self-reliant (AtmaNirbhar) community.

e DICCI & SI. STSTHIGS 3aSe o YcJeh I ‘TS’ &l T 8, [STHeRT 36637 38 Ueh
AR FHeTT H IRafdd HE gl

o This initiative reflects DICCI's commitment to grassroots development and
empowerment.

o Ig U STHIA TR & faerd 3R FerfFderior & 9fad DICCI ST gfaaeerdr Fr g2 g1

Annal Ambedkar Business Champions Scheme (AABCS) Controversy
HeeTTel IS NoaT ARAITT T (AABCS) faarg

e In 2023, the Tamil Nadu government launched the Annal Ambedkar Business
Champions Scheme (AABCS) with a fund of 100 crore.

o 2023 #, ATATATg EIHR =¥ 100 U5 T TR & AT IHewtrel 3z fasiae A0aw
THIH (AABCS) & |

e The aim was to convert sanitary workers into entrepreneurs by providing financial
assistance for sewage tanker purchases.
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o SHH 3ELT TITOAT HHATRAT b1 SEIHT TATT AT, Toraah forw Ferargst Eatl dhr @lig
¢ fach FgrrdT Jere < Sireir T

e DICCI was involved in implementing the scheme, but later allegations of fund
misappropriation and irregular beneficiary selection surfaced.

o T ISPl & HRilTads # DICCI ATffer AT, AfeheT ag # B3 T 758t AR g

AT T & 3RIT T 3T

e A Public Interest Litigation (PIL) was filed, and the Madras High Court directed the
state to submit related records.

o TUF Seifgd AR (PIL) SRR &I 918, 3R AGH 818 HIC o ToT WHR H Farad
33T s e @ fader e

TOPICS COVERED GS Paper I1: Polity, Governance, and International
Relations)

1. Pakistan Did Not Resort to Nuclear Signalling
QIFFTeT o TATV] Hebel T81 T

2. SIT to Probe FIR on Madhya Pradesh Minister’s Remarks
FET YT & FAl S Reoqoft av gof FIR Y 39 & faw SIT

ATST HIA HT 3TSA

3. Trump Calls Putin; Ceasefire Negotiations to Begin
‘Immediately’

€9 & qfaeT 1 BIeT fFAT; TH-Tehet A '’ JEHTARTH ATt Y
greft

4. SC agrees to hear academic’s plea against arrest
urgently

FHHA FIE A NHA H TRFIRT & @ Frfaer @ dehred
gaAars & faw wgafa &
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5. Polls for seats in vital MCD panel and ward committees
on June 2

2 STeT Y Hgcaqot THHAE! Yever 3 ar$ wiAfaat & faw goma

6. Supreme Court Sets Timelines for Mullaperiyar Dam
Repairs

HeATIRAR a8 Y AFAT F foaw goiter w1 F gagdar a
$

7. No Advance Notice from India on Closure of Land Ports
for Our Exports: Bangladesh Official

HRA garT §AR foraTa & fAw o1far Feems! &1 g F AT :1S
q& T oTel el Figenaer fasm

8. British academic says her OCI registration cancelled, to
challenge move in court

fafeer Rranfag A Fa1 F 39 3dng hietor g w &
TS, eTerd A Faalelt Saf

9. Portal for Overseas Citizens Revamped

Rzl AR 3 fore aréer a1 qAfFator

10. SC to Hear Petition Seeking FIR Against HC Judge
Over ‘Cash Found at His Residence’

gTShIC +TATHNSr & 3Ta | ‘A Ada’ X FIR gof Hlat T
T T A FIC FoAdTS F3M

11. Amit Shah launches e-Zero FIR initiative
AT AT o $-STRY THIMSHR Ugel T YB3 HI

12. Report reveals delayed wages are a key factor to
mismatch between MGNREGS coverage, delivery

Reate #F gar e f&F Aogdl # &8 MGNREGS &asr 3R
BEehadl % e srwarfar 1 gET FROTE

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page17

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

©

w

Patriotic [{

Pathshala
www.patrioticias.in

13.

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

"ohe Y T3t A Aol FgaT I JTTTH

14. Old and Unsafe: On the Hyderabad Fire

QAT 3 IR TRT: FeraTe Y 3T 0¥
15 Gettlng the ‘Micropicture’ at the Panchayat Level
T T 9 GEH & 9o e
16. Thought Pollce: On a Professor’s Arrest
R gfaw: v 9hat Y ATrard

17. Understanding India’s Relationship with Turkey and
Azerbaijan

AR & Tehi 31X ITRASATT F AT GaUT HT FAT
18. The Ongoing Oil Price Tensions

aAd HeT Y AFT T AT T

DPPATRIOTICIAS

In the Wake of Crisis, the Need for Bipartisanship

‘Pak. did not resort to nuclear signalling’

I U.S. was not involved in truce talks, Foreign Secretary || All questions raised by members were answered
‘satisfactorily’, says Tharoor, who heads panel

tells parliamentary standing panel on External Affairs

NEW DELHI

akistan did not re-

sort to “nuclear

signalling” in the
wake of Operation Sindoor
and the United States was
“neither involved nor in-
formed” about cessation of
firing between the two
countries, the Union go-
vernment told the parlia-
mentary Standing Commit-
tee on External Affairs,
headed by Congress MP
Shashi Tharoor, on
Monday.

Foreign Secretary Vik-
ram Misri, who briefed the
panel, rebutted Leader of
the Opposition in the Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi’s re-
marks on Pakistan being
informed at the “start of
our attack”, sources said.
Mr. Misri told the panel
that India’s Director-Gen-
eral of Military Operations

(DGMO) spoke to his Pakis-
tani counterpart about Op-
eration Sindoor only after
the “first strike”. Mr. Misri
detailed the recent spike in
activities of Pakistani-spon-
sored terrorists operating
on Indian soil. Pakistan
continues to extend sup-
port for terrorists, helping
them in training and by
providing financial and
technical support. In the
past year, Mr. Misri report-
edly told the panel that
there were at least 24 terro-
rist-initiated attacks, lead-
ing to the deaths of 24 se-
curity personnel and more
than 30 civilians.

Solidarity with Misri

Speaking to presspersons
after the meeting, Mr. Tha-
roor said External Affairs
Ministry officials and Mr.
Misri “satisfactorily” an-
swered all questions raised
by the members. There
was a “comprehensive and

Key meet: Members of the Parliament’s Standing Committee on External Affairs with Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misri in New Delhi on Monday. PTi

rich discussion”, he said.

Congress MP Deepen-
dra Hooda asked if India
had lost any jets in the op-
eration, to which, as per
sources, MEA officials said
it was beyond their domain
to answer this.

The Trinamool Con-
gress’s Lok Sabha member
Abhishek Banerjee asked if
the government had any
information about the ter-
rorists involved in the Pa-
halgam attack. There was
no immediate reply.

“Many of the MPs had
thoughtful questions to
ask. There was even a de-
sire to have a resolution ex-
pressing solidarity with the
Foreign Secretary in the
face of the unwarranted at-
tacks and comments, he

himself requested that
there should be no resolu-
tion but it was unanimous
sentiment of the commit-
tee that he has performed
good service for the na-
tion, we all stand with
him,” Mr. Tharoor said.

Aiding terror activities
The investigations by se-
curity agencies, Mr. Misri
said, had revealed that the
Pakistan state apparatus
has been aiding and abet-
ting terror activities on In-
dian soil. Pakistan,
through “coordinated cea-
sefire  violations”, also
helps terrorists cross the
Line of Control (LoC) and
also lends them assistance
through drones, the go-
vernment said.
Communist Party of In-
dia (Marxist) MP John Brit-
tas asked for clarification
on why U.S. President Do-
nald Trump was the first to
announce the “ceasefire”

Pak., through ‘coordinated ceasefire violations’,
also helps terrorists cross the LoC, says Centre

even before the two coun-
tries did, to which the go-
vernment said that the U.S.
was “neither involved nor
informed”. Conversation
with U.S. officials was part
of a routine process, offi-
cials explained, equating it
with India’s own interven-
tions urging both Russia
and Ukraine to de-escalate.
It was only natural, the
MEA officials said, for oth-
er countries to respond
similarly.

Mr. Misri clarified that
India has clearly stated its
position to world leaders
that it is only responding to
the Pahalgam attack. The
MEA officials further said
that India has responded
through proper channels
on Mr. Trump’s
statements.

Mr. Misri reiterated the
government’s stance that
there was no deviation
from the stated policy of
no third-party mediation.
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Pakistan Did Not Resort to Nuclear Signalling
IRt o TATV] Hebel 8T fodT

* The Indian government informed the Parliamentary Standing
Committee on External Affairs that Pakistan did not resort to “nuclear
signalling” after Operation Sindoor.

* T TR F FHAHT Tt Afafar 1 giaa far fF siravere Rgg F e
QIR & " IRATI] Hehel" HT HERT et o]

» |t also stated that the United States was “neither involved nor informed” about the
ceasefire between the two countries.

- I Y g I foh HYFT T AR 7 37 aleAt a2t & orer MeATary JFad o6 TR H "o aY
enfarer R ara 3 o1 & i fomam aram |

* Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri briefed the panel and refuted Rahul Gandhi’s claim that
Pakistan was informed at the start of the attack.

-ﬁ?&raﬁaﬁwmﬁaﬁﬁraﬁmaaﬂ?@mﬁ%waﬁﬁmﬁm%m
Y TN A wifhearer wr g R o

» Mr. Misri clarified that India’s DGMO contacted his Pakistani counterpart only after the first
strike.

- TAEY o7 Tgse fohaT foh TR & VT TaTe AgIfAeersd (DGMO) o 319sT qIfehEdisil WHHET & Tgell
TS & 915 & T fhar AT|

Terror Activities Supported by Pakistan

qifhEdTer g@RT ATcishara) fafafert H gwde

e Mr. Misri informed that there has been a recent increase in Pakistani-sponsored
terrorist activity on Indian soil.

o T I o6 gTer 7 ure WA 3iTciehare) afafafdal # gEfr gs ¢
e Inthe past year, at least 24 terror attacks were initiated by terrorists, causing the
deaths of 24 security personnel and over 30 civilians.

o TISe a¥ A A FH 24 ITAHAE §AW §U, 7 24 T 3R 30 & o+
AR 1 Fl g3
o Pakistan is also helping terrorists with training, financial, and technical support.

o UIfrEdre dwarear s wilraror, R, 31K aFrdT Teraar o T < W& &
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Support for Misri and MEA’s Response
At & g wader 3k fager #arer i gfafear

* After the meeting, Shashi Tharoor said that all queries by members were “satisfactorily”
answered by Mr. Misri and officials of the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA).

« 3o & d1¢ AT TR 7 g7 f& AT & Ge&at & T3 Fardi & a9 “HaIvordsd T fFgr
afaa 3R Rger #eT (MEA) & ATORIRAT ganT T av|

* Congress MP Deependra Hooda asked whether India lost any jets in the operation, to
which officials replied that it was outside MEA’s domain.

- I WG Arg §I3T =1 IO foh T 30 A A R 7 1§ e @, 5w X sty
o gl T I8 Ry #aTer & ANRFR ¥ TR 2

* TMC MP Abhishek Banerjee asked whether the government had any intel on Pahalgam
attackers, but there was no immediate response.

- Erewrd wiae AT FeTsit o Yo7 [ TEaaeT gHAEN & dR H GIHR & U1 IS STl g AT
&1, ifohel dchTer FIS T A¢T AT

» Some members suggested passing a resolution of solidarity with the Foreign Secretary,
but Mr. Misri declined the need for such a resolution.

- FO Terd o g afa & gada & v ywara a1 1 geia fe, ofshe e &
R 3maeTerdr & SR 1 feam|

» Shashi Tharoor said the committee unanimously appreciated Mr. Misri's service to the
nation.

« Ifr I F gt o afAfS 3 FagFafa @ A F Frerer Hr T H

Cross-border Terror Aid by Pakistan
qIfREdTeT SaRT HIATIR 3T & gl

* Investigations showed that Pakistan’s state machinery has been actively aiding terrorism
in India.

« ST H Gy 3T b aiferedret 1 R #ady TRa & 3mdeare F IfFT T FEIdT ST
F B

+ Pakistan enables terrorist infiltration through “coordinated ceasefire violations” and
provides drone assistance.

» fFEATT “THTETT HEGRRA Jearaal” & ATCTA ¥ ATdwaried $ gadts Fuar ¢ 3R T &
SIRT Agg off T &
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Clarification on Trump’s Ceasefire Comment
FY & TEYTARIA S9TeT 9T TSl

* CPI(M) MP John Brittas questioned why Donald Trump announced the ceasefire before
India or Pakistan did.

- T3S (TH) HiHE ol $er F IOT I S11e8 T o HR AT TiFEar § gger Guy e A
YT 7 7|

* MEA officials responded that U.S. was neither involved nor informed, and their statements
were part of routine diplomatic conversations.

« Tager #HATer & HRAIRAT o STare fear o @gaa Toa 3aAReT 7 ar anfarer ar ik 7 &y gfa
fam o, 3R 3o SaTe AT Fesifae ATt o e 3

« Officials compared this with India’s own appeals to Russia and Ukraine to de-escalate.

« STTAFIRAT ¥ SHRT JolelT R SINT T I FheT | TATd FH FI& Y Iqelt 3rfiat &

India’s Stated Policy Reaffirmed
I 1 TN sHifer hr g give

» Mr. Misri reiterated that India has clearly conveyed to world leaders that it was responding
to the Pahalgam attack.

« AT o ST ok AR & faeg AqT3iT &) Tase T @ 91471 & 6 98 IgInH gH S & SarT H
FRATE FI @8

* He confirmed that there is no deviation from India’s policy of no third-party mediation.

« 3ogiel giee T foh 3R Y "H1$ e vaT iy Fegear a@r ﬁmﬁ#aﬂ?ﬁmaﬁgan%l
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Form SIT to probe FIR on Madhya
Pradesh Minister’s remarks: SC

[GS Paper Ii: Article 142

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday directed the con-
stitution of a three-mem-
ber Special Investigation
Team to probe the FIR
against Madhya Pradesh
Minister Vijay Shah for his
derogatory remarks
against Colonel Sofiya Qu-
reshi, who briefed the me-
dia during Operation Sin-
door, and submit its
findings to the top court in
a status report.

A Bench headed by Jus-
tice Surya Kant ordered
the Madhya Pradesh Direc-
tor-General of Police to
constitute the SIT with di-
rectly recruited IPS officers
of the Madhya Pradesh
cadre by 10 a.m. on Tues-
day.

The SIT must be headed
by an officer of Inspector-

Q Instead of leading by
example, you [Vijay Shah],
a public figure and a politician of
» experience do this most unfortunate
| thing... The sentiments of the people

were ruthlessly hurt by your
comments. You should have
done or said something to
convey your sincere regret

General rank with two
members of Superinten-
dent of Police rank. One
member must be a wo-
man, and none of the
members should belong to
the State, the top court
said.

‘Crass, thoughtless’

Justice Kant said the Bench
had viewed video clips
showing Mr. Shah making

JUSTICE SURYA KANT
Supreme Court judge

the comments and said it
amounted to  “crass,
thoughtless remarks”.

The court further ques-
tioned the lack of initiative
shown by the State of Mad-
hya Pradesh to register an
FIR against the Minister or
bring him to book.

Justice Kant said the
High Court had to inter-
vene for the State to regis-
ter an FIR in the first place

and step in again to literal-
ly “re-write” the offences
listed against the Minister
in the FIR.

Justice Kant said a fair
and transparent SIT probe
against a sitting Minister
would be a “litmus test” for
the BJP government in
Madhya Pradesh.

The court fixed the next
hearing for May 28.

The court directed Mr.
Shah to “to join and fully
cooperate with the investi-
gation”, subject to which
his arrest would remain
stayed for the time being.

“If you want we can
show them to you here...
Instead of leading by exam-
ple, you, a public figure do
this most unfortunate
thing,” Justice Kant ad-
dressed senior advocates
Maninder Singh and Vibha
Dutta Makhija, who ap-
peared for Mr. Shah.

SIT to Probe FIR on
Madhya Pradesh
Minister’s Remarks

HET geer & HaAT Y
feoquf} g3 g=t FIR &Y
ST & faw SIT afsa
Tl BT TS

- The Supreme Court on
Monday directed the
formation of a three-
member Special
Investigation Team
(SIT) to investigate the
FIR against Madhya
Pradesh Minister Vijay

Shah for making derogatory remarks against Colonel Sorya Qureshi,
who had briefed the media during Operation Sindoor.

» FIAAR & G FIE F 7ET w32 & 7N faer e & fame Feter |
Feft a¥ Y 715 Imufsrers Reuoh wt et gof FIR #t 9a & faw e

FEEAT QAT S & (SIT) I1fSaT et 1 3meer am| gg feoquiY sraversT
Rigy & w1 sifthar 3 ey 4y a7 oty

* The SIT is to submit its findings to the Supreme Court in the form of a status report.

« SIT & 379=it sirar Rate gofter F1E 7 ey ROl (Status Report) & &9 &y 3= gl

Supreme Court’s Directions to Madhya Pradesh DGP
i HIE F fader e yeor & gfaw Agifacers #t

* A Bench led by Justice Surya Kant instructed the Madhya Pradesh Director-General of

Police (DGP) to constitute the SIT by 10 a.m. on Tuesday.

« TS FAFI T EALTAT dTell NS o AT YU & G AGIAGUSF 1 3cer iear 6 9
HIIR Gag 10 aF a& SIT 7fsd FX|
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» The SIT must be headed by an Inspector-General (IG) rank officer and include two
members of Superintendent of Police (SP) rank.

* SIT T AJcd Ueh $EYFE Folel (IG) I & 3rfAFIHY 1 et glam 3R swat &Y gferw arefters
(SP) Y& & wewg enfael gial|

* One of the members must be a woman, and none of the members should belong to the State
of Madhya Pradesh.

- Tt 7 § U ARG gl TRT 3R FE Y T AT w3wr T F AR A gl AR

Court’s Remarks on Minister’s Comments

Y Y feroqofY g ==araTer T iy feeqofy

« Justice Kant said the court had seen video clips of Mr. Shah’s comments and described them
as “crass, thoughtless remarks.”

- FTIFf HId = T b IaTed o ATE & T4 & A Ferw & 31 3¢ “gfora ik araw
feoqofy” Samm|

* The court questioned the lack of initiative by the Madhya Pradesh government in
registering an FIR or holding the Minister accountable.

« 3ETold o FIR Gof ¥t IT HIT I AdTHEE S o HATH! H HALY Y2l IR 1 ATSHIaT W
HaTeT 381AT|

High Court’s Role in the FIR Process
FIR ufham & 3= ~mmerg & fas

« Justice Kant pointed out that it was only after the High Court’s intervention that an FIR was
registered and that the High Court had to even “re-write” the offences listed against the
Minister.

« SATIHT il o TATAT 7o shalel ITd FATATAT & FEARIT & 916 FIR Gt bl 371$ 3R 31Teld &l
SHH gol ITRTHT FI BT & forge gz

Significance of SIT Probe
SIT ST &7 Aged

* Justice Kant stated that a fair and transparent SIT probe against a sitting Minister would be
a “litmus test” for the BJP government in Madhya Pradesh.

« ST i o el foh U fersaat 3R aReeft SIT s v aaar w3t & f@ers gefr i =g
HAET Y& Y #TSI9T WFR F v v ‘foreaw 2 gm|

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page2 3



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

© ° TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

b
Pathshala
www.patrioticias.in

Next Hearing and Minister’s Compliance

37eTelY Yorars T A T wEAT

* The next hearing is scheduled for May 28.
« HIFC! T 37Tl FoTaTs 28 A &I TR B

» The court ordered Mr. Shah to join and fully cooperate with the investigation, stating that his
arrest would remain stayed for now, subject to his cooperation.

« 37aTeld o far e 1 e 7 enfAe g1 3 g weher &t o1 Jmreer e, arer € et fk Afg
TEANT A &, AT SeTehT FAFARY 9T U =11 331

Court’s Rebuke to Minister’s Lawyers

A & TN B T AT H FeFR

* Addressing senior advocates Maninder Singh and Vibha Dutta Makhija, who appeared for
Mr. Shah, Justice Kant remarked:

“If you want, we can show them to you here... Instead of leading by example, you, a public
figure, do this most unfortunate thing.”

- MR veatde e Rie stk frem aem anfe, S e #Y 3 & Ser gu &, &1 Fafad w2 gu
ARIH{ T il o e

“IIR 3T A1E A & A foFerd g7 @ Fehel §... 3T U Wit fereh SqTFd g1t §U oY JaTeor aefet
& TITT $AA GHITIYOT a1 A 317
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Trump calls Putin, says Russia-Ukraine will

immediately’ begin ceasefire negotiations

|GS Paper II: Global World Order |

Associated Press
Reuters
WASHINGTON

Russia and Ukraine will
“immediately” begin cea-
sefire negotiations, U.S.
President Donald Trump
said on Monday after what
he described as an “excel-
lent” call with Russian Pre-
sident Vladimir Putin that
lasted more than two
hours.

Mr. Trump also spoke
with Ukrainian leader Vo-
lodymyr Zelenskyy and Eu-
ropean leaders in hopes of
making progress toward a
ceasefire.

“The conditions for that
will be negotiated between

the two parties, as it can
only be, because they
know details of a negotia-
tion that nobody else
would be aware of,” Mr.
Trump said in a social me-
dia post. The conversa-
tions came after the White
House said the U.S. leader
has grown “frustrated”
with both leaders over the
continuing war in Ukraine.

‘Find compromises’

After the call, Mr. Putin
said Russia was ready to
continue discussing an end
to the fighting, but he indi-
cated there was no break-
through in what he termed
a “very informative and ve-
ry frank” conversation

Donald Trump

with Mr. Trump. Mr. Putin
said the warring countries
should “find compromises
that would suit all parties.”

“At the same time, I
would like to note that, in
general, Russia’s position is
clear. The main thing for us
is to eliminate the root

causes of this crisis,” the
Russian President said.

Mr. Trump has strug-
gled to end a war that be-
gan with Russia’s invasion
in February 2022. That
makes these conversations
a serious test of his reputa-
tion as a deal maker after
having claimed he would
quickly settle the conflict
once he was back in the
White House, if not even
before he took office.

Prior to the call, Mr.
Trump expressed his
hopes for a “productive
day” on Monday — and a
ceasefire — in a social me-
dia post over the weekend.
His effort will also include
calls to NATO leaders. But

ahead of the call, Vice Pre-
sident J.D. Vance said Mr.
Trump is “more than
open” to walking away
from trying to end the war
if he feels Mr. Putin isn’t se-
rious about negotiation.
“He’s grown weary and
frustrated with both sides
of the conflict,” White
House press secretary Ka-
roline Leavitt told press-
persons on Monday ahead
of the call.

The Republican Presi-
dent is banking on the idea
that his force of personali-
ty and personal history
with Mr. Putin will be
enough to break any im-
passe over a pause in the
fighting.

Trump Calls Putin; Ceasefire Negotiations to Begin

'Immediately’

eq & gfcteT Y BT FFaT, TH-Tehet H 'l Feu A ard’ o« ghoft

+ U.S. President Donald Trump said on Monday that Russia and
Ukraine will “immediately” begin ceasefire negotiations after a call
with Russian President Vladimir Putin that lasted more than two

hours.

« AR F Tsgufer siaTes €0 A WAAR 1 et O T 3R Ther & i
“qa” JeUTaRme arat g g, g A1 Seeia Sl rvgufa senfesi gfae &
Y &) T F 37 Tolt FIaed & are Fel

* Mr. Trump described the call with Putin as “excellent”.

« €9 & gfdeT & HTY FTcTeid T “Iehve” (excellent) FATT|

* He also spoke with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and European leaders to
promote ceasefire efforts.

* 3ogio oot & Il NANTBAT AT 3N AT A3 @ o Jeurfaa gardt &1 3w sere
& T 919 F|
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» Trump said, “The conditions for that will be negotiated between the two parties, as it can only
be, because they know details of a negotiation that nobody else would be aware of.”

« T Y gl, “SThT 2Ucl alal T&iT & e JF &y SITealt, Fhifeh shael F &1 VAT ST & faavor S
& S IS 3R FAE SrAar)”

» The conversations occurred after the White House stated that the U.S. President had grown
“frustrated” with both leaders over the ongoing war.

* I SITAIT TS § ST ETE §T3H =1 el foh AR IS gleit AcTHT & el T§ & i olehT
“ﬁRTQT”@'?TU%I

Putin’s Reaction After the Call
ST & a1g qfasT S gfafear

« After the call, President Putin said that Russia was ready to continue discussing an end to
the fighting.

« ST & dTe Isgufar IfaeT o e o T IR & Jau AT el i aTaid ST Wa & foe|

* He noted the discussion with Trump was “very informative and very frank”, but indicated
there was no breakthrough yet.

» 3oglel ¢ & WY T Y “FE ATHRIYOT 3R TS ST, Afehed ToheT AT h 3730 Toh 1§
B eIty e g3 ¢

» Putin emphasized the need to “ ?

- gfet & 3R T fo « ¥ warsila e @i S Wt et Y ¥t gt

* He also reiterated that for Russia, the “main thing is to eliminate the root causes of this
crisis.”

» 3ogiol T gl Toh & o [T “H&T 91 7 WHe & HeT FROIN H! TcH FIAT1 817

Trump’s Challenge and Diplomacy

€q Y gAld 3R Feaia

» Trump has been struggling to end the war that began with Russia’s invasion in February
2022.

* €9 3 JeU I TACT FA H T HT @ § Sl Badl 2022 F T & HAT A L& g37 27|

* These talks are being seen as a major test of his reputation as a deal maker, especially
since he has claimed he would settle the conflict quickly if elected.

« Y I 3T “Hiearer” F T # ufasar Hi FI qheTr A 57 EY §, R I I 30giey grar
ferarm o1 o earar SiicTdl €1 9 58 Oy &1 asit § Fersim o |
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» Over the weekend, Trump expressed hope on social media for a “productive day” on
Monday and a potential ceasefire.

« HeaTgid # €9 o Areret ASAT I WHAIR A “39am R 3R wanfaa geurfarm i men srars
oAt

* His peace efforts will include calls to NATO leaders as well.

« 357eh enifa TmET & NATO aan3it ¥ araeia o enfaer gef

Vice President and White House Statements

39-Trseufa 3K cgIge §139 & aarT

* Vice President J.D. Vance said Trump is “more than open” to walking away from the peace
effort if Putin is not serious about negotiations.

» 3Ursgufd S 3 o e b fe; gferer arefi 7 go, oY <o “erifer wamEl @ OIS e Y ol dAR
gl

» White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt said Trump has grown “weary and frustrated”
with both sides of the conflict.

« BISC 134 1 U Aia IS Afde ¥ Fvgr o 0 “a g § 3R former” €, ifer g & gt
qeit & GATUTS A8 Sehel LTI

» Trump believes that his personal history with Putin and strong personality might help
break the impasse.

« 9 T AT § [ 3701 It & eafraera sirer-vgant 3R ASqg safddea 56 afay i disa
H Fce T qRA 1
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SC agrees to hear academic’s
plea against arrest urgently

|GS Paper Il

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Chief Justice of India B.R.
Gavai on Monday agreed to
an oral request for an ur-
gent hearing of a petition
filed by Ali Khan Mahmu-
dabad, an Associate Profes-
sor of Political Science with
the Ashoka University,
who was arrested for his
social media posts in con-
nection with Operation
Sindoor. “He has been ar-
rested for a patriotic state-
ment,” senior advocate Ka-
pil Sibal told the CJT while
seeking an urgent hearing.

CJT Gavai agreed to the
an oral mention by Mr. Si-
bal urging the top court to
list for “tomorrow or the

Khan’s lawyers
have said that the
charges against him
were ‘frivolous’

day after” the plea by Mr.
Mahmudabad challenging
the FIR at the Rai Police
Station in Sonipat of Harya-
na and his subsequent ar-
rest on Sunday.

Mr. Khan’s lawyers have
briefed the media that he
was arrested on charges of
endangering the country’s
sovereignty and integrity
and promoting enmity bet-
ween different groups,
among others, under the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita.

They maintained that
the charges against Mr.

Khan were “frivolous” and
that similar comments had
been made by many politi-
cal leaders and retired Ar-
my officers on social
media.

The Haryana Police had
said that Mr. Khan was ar-
rested on the basis of an
FIR registered on the com-
plaint of Haryana State Wo-
men Commission Chair-
person  Renu  Bhatia.
Jathedi Sarpanch and BJP
Yuva Morcha general-se-
cretary Yogesh Jathedi had
also lodged a second FIR
against Mr. Khan on May 17.

RELATED REPORT
» PAGE 4
EDITORIAL

» PAGE 8

SC agrees to hear
academic’s plea against
arrest urgently

FRA FIE o AT HY
Tt & e o
R Tehld FoAars & v

qegATa &l

- Chief Justice of India B.R.
Gavai on Monday agreed to
an oral request for an
urgent hearing of a petition
filed by Ali Khan
Mahmudabad, an Associate
Professor of Political
Science at Ashoka

University, who was arrested for his social media posts related to
Operation Sindoor.

* IR % T TR . AR, TGS 5 WATR FI Il Tl AHEEG GaRT
R ATTAT 9X Acehiel Gaaars T @ srdier TR | 3 v
fareafaearera & Tarehfar femer & waiffive MiveR 2 3 303 sifaverT Ry
& waftra werer #f3ar dive & e ARwaR frar = #1

» Senior advocate Kapil Sibal told the CJI that Mr. Mahmudabad was arrested for making a
patriotic statement, and he requested an urgent listing of the case.

- GRS AT HieT Rsaer o H&T ~Irarelier st T foh S AgHETeE Sl Ueh Serstfara s
Sl o oIt FRTAR foham aram § 3R 3egiet HTHCT hT Achiel Forars i AT |

» CJI Gavai agreed to list the plea for “tomorrow or the day after”, as requested by Mr. Sibal,
challenging the FIR at Rai Police Station in Sonipat, Haryana, and the arrest on Sunday.

- HISI3TS TS o AT [Aedel & IR W S “&Fel AT IWE FAdTs o [0 Fellaets el | Fgafa

ST, forae gRATom & WeiTd & T 91 & gof ThIATEIR 3R WATR AT g3 ARy 1 oAt &

TS B
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* Mr. Khan’s lawyers told the media that he was arrested under Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita for
endangering national sovereignty and integrity, and for promoting enmity between
groups.

« A Wt & Fhrell o FSAT hY TATAT o 37 HREAT AT WA & ol TSET WA I @z
Y TR A 3Telet 3N Foggl F e dAeTe emer & ARG H TREAR foham arr g

* The legal team maintained that the charges were “frivolous” and that similar statements
had been made on social media by many political leaders and retired Army officers.

» ST ST o e R o 3 3TRIT “qee” § 3R T8 WHIT 931 3 Teteiifor aAanait 3k
Jarfarga A= FfUFRAT gary drerd Afsar w ew e &)

» Haryana Police said Mr. Khan was arrested based on an FIR lodged by Haryana State
Women Commission Chairperson Renu Bhatia.

- 5RO gierg o gt foh A Tret st AT Ter Afgar 3mAler A areyar Io ey i R
X gof THATEHR & TUR I FRFAR Fam a3

* A second FIR was also filed by Yogesh Jathedi, the Jathedi Sarpanch and BJP Yuva
Morcha General Secretary, on May 17.

* Ueh 3N UHATEANNT 17 FE T T3 XU 3R 19T Jar AT & AgrafAa Jrarer srost ganr o
ot S 915 AT

Page29
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Polls for seats in vital
MCD panel and ward
committees on June 2

Outfit created by 15 ex-AAP councillors could impact polls as the

Opposition party is now left with 98 councillors against 117 of the BJP

|GS Paper Il: Anti-Defection Law |

Satvika Mahajan
NEW DELHI

he Municipal Cor-
T poration of Delhi

(MCD) on Monday
issued a notification an-
nouncing that elections for
the two seats in its 18-mem-
ber Standing Committee,
which fell vacant following
the resignation of the
councillors upon being
elected as MLAs in Febru-
ary, will be held on June 2.

On the same day, the
civic body will also hold
polls for the posts of chair-
persons and deputy chair-
persons of each of the 12
ward committees.

The polls were earlier
scheduled for May 22 but
postponed following ten-
sions between India and
Pakistan.

Councillors have until
May 27 to file nominations.

The development
comes two days after 15
councillors resigned from
the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) and announced their
own outfit, the Indrapras-
tha Vikas Party (IVP), citing
“centralised decision-mak-
ing” in the Arvind Kejriwal-

Indraprastha Vikas Party’s Mukesh Goel with other councillors who
had resigned from AAP on May 17. PTI

led party. AAP is now left
with 98 councillors while
the ruling Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) has 117 and the
Congress eight.

The anti-defection law,
which punishes individual
MPs and MLAs for leaving
one party for another, is
not in force in the munici-
pal body.

The new outfit could im-
pact the outcome of the
June 2 elections. Mukesh
Goel, former Leader of the
MCD House and senior IVP
leader, said, “We will nom-
inate our own candidates
where we feel we have the
numbers. In other seats,

we will offer support to the
right candidate.”

AAP’s MCD in-charge
Durgesh Pathak said, “We
will field candidates in
each ward. We’re confi-
dent in seats where we
have the numbers”.

A ward or zonal com-
mittee comprises several
wards. Every year, council-
lors representing these
wards elect a chairperson
as well as a deputy
chairperson.

The 12 ward panels also
nominate a member each
to the Standing Committee
— the civic body’s main de-
cision-making arm.

chairpersons of each of the 12 ward committees.

- 38 e, TAENST 12 a18 WiATAT o rexredt 3R surewat & gel & forw st gara e

Polls for seats in vital
MCD panel and ward
committees on June 2

2 ST T AEcaquT THHAIS

- The Municipal Corporation
of Delhi (MCD) on Monday
issued a notification
announcing elections for the
two seats in its 18-member
Standing Committee, which
became vacant after
councillors resigned upon
being elected as MLAS in
February.

o ool e fere (TaeiEh) A
HIHAR $Y T 3 ogEar Sy
Y 18 HerdT Tyl gfAfa &
ar "iet & fore g it wrwon
&Y, I FLad H yreEY & Aeras
A I & a1 R g 1§ off)

* On the same day, MCD will also hold
polls for the chairpersons and deputy

* These polls were earlier scheduled for May 22, but were postponed due to India-Pakistan

tensions.

« I AT Uge 22 A Y FAUTRA &, Afhet sTRa-wifdhearer aoma & o ¥ afia a3 ew )
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* Councillors have time till May 27 to file nominations for the elections.

« UTYET & I 27 #AE doh AATHIHeT aIidol il I THT ¢

Impact of Party Defections
aol-dqel ol 3T

* This development follows the resignation of 15 councillors from the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP), who announced the formation of their new group, the Indraprastha Vikas Party (IVP),
citing centralised decision-making within AAP.

« g TCATSh s HTH 37T 519 15 Tat o 3meT 3meHY urdt (3ma) & s & feam 3k Ffega
froter e 1 garel & §U garoey R 9réf (1IVP) &A1 & Toh 77T &t Siefled i ETyor & |

* After these resignations, AAP is now left with 98 councillors, while the BJP has 117 and the
Congress has 8 councillors.

* 35T ST o TG, 379 HTT & IIT 98 UT¥E, HTSTIT & I 117, 3R Hiw & 91 8 urdg 3 &

» The anti-defection law is not applicable to municipal bodies like the MCD.

- oo A Fepe TAEE) Siel IR fenrail o) STy w7Et |

Statements from Political Leaders

TSt Ad3tt & a1

* Mukesh Goel, former Leader of the MCD House and senior leader of the IVP, stated that their
party will nominate candidates where they have strong numbers, and will support right
candidates in other seats.

» FHA NI, THHAIST Heol o G4 oAclT 3R VP & TS Al o &gl foh 3eTeht Urél gl 3vHigar @3
FON ST 3eTeh UTH B & ¢ 3R 3 Hiel W 3R s7lqant 1 wodsr wet)

* Durgesh Pathak, AAP’s MCD in-charge, said the party will contest in every ward and is
confident in seats where they have sufficient strength.

» fRr UTSH, THENST H 319 THRY 7 e foh arél gT ard F 3FHigar 3aneh 3R Seh 3o ure
HEAT 9l §, T61 300 T faear ¢

Ward Committees and Standing Committee

ars |fafaar i wurh wfafa

* A ward or zonal committee comprises several wards. Each year, councillors from these
wards elect a chairperson and a deputy chairperson.

« U 918 T ATl AT 7 5 a15 AfFT 1 &1 I3 ay, 37 a1sf & UTic Ueh regat 31 v
3UTETRT T AT Fd &
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» Each of the 12 ward committees nominates one member to the Standing Committee, which
is the main decision-making body of the MCD.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

- 12 a8 FRATART & @ Y3 Tl AfAfa & ve wew AAd A 8, St vadist B ey oty

o aTell $H1E Bl &

SC sets timelines to facilitate repair of
Mullaperiyar dam, tree-felling near site

|GS Paper II: Inter State Dispute |
The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday gave positive di-
rections facilitating Tamil
Nadu and Kerala to address
and resolve long-conten-
tious issues such as cutting
trees that block access to
the 125-year-old Mullaperi-
yar dam, transportation of
materials to repair the ap-
proach roads and even
grouting of the main super-
structure of the dam.

A Bench headed by Jus-
tice Surya Kant asked Kera-
la to forward an applica-
tion submitted by Tamil
Nadu to cut the trees, to
the Ministry of Environ-
ment and Forests in two
weeks. The Centre was
asked to accord sanction
within three weeks thereaf-

Finding solutions: The Supervisory Committee inspecting the
Mullaperiyar dam in Kerala on March 22. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

ter, subject to appropriate
conditions.

On noting that Kerala
had consented to the tran-
sportation of materials re-
quired for six of the nine
repair works pointed out
by Tamil Nadu, the apex
court said there was hardly

any “justification” to not
allow the transportation of
material required for the
remaining three works.
The court allowed an
Executive Engineer with
the Kerala government to
be present when the repair
works are done by the Ta-

mil Nadu government.

To Kerala’s objections
that materials for repairing
a dam-access road running
through the forest was
harmful to the environ-
ment, the apex court di-
rected to conduct the re-
pair using materials which
were eco-friendly. Tamil
Nadu could post a civil en-
gineer with its department
to monitor the work.

The court directed Ta-
mil Nadu to complete the
repair of a dormitory and
asked it to comply with the
statutory requirements un-
der the Inland Vessels Act
and the Wildlife Act while
plying an extra boat. On
the issue of grouting, the
court asked the States to
meet with the Supervisory
Committee, which would
make recommendations.

Supreme Court Sets Timelines for Mullaperiyar Dam Repairs

HeaMARAR aTer <y AFAT & fAT glier F1¢ F goadar ag A

« The Supreme Court on Monday issued positive directions to Tamil
Nadu and Kerala to resolve long-standing issues, such as tree-felling,
transportation of materials, and grouting of the dam’s superstructure.

* gfA FIE F WHAR Y ARATS AR HFIT FT o TAT F dfaedT Fegl S
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fo 931 Y wers, wrealt 1 aRaee, 3R AT F T g by arsfeer w gesre
& foT gwRIcHS Ader few

* A Bench headed by Justice Surya Kant asked Kerala to forward Tamil Nadu’s application
for tree-felling to the Ministry of Environment and Forests within two weeks.

- ST YAFTA T 3TETETAT aTelr UIG o e 1 G o o a5 affeeing & 93 @it watdt
AT FT T ATATE & HIAR TATa0T A T FHATAT FT AT |

» The Centre was directed to give sanction within three weeks, subject to appropriate
conditions.

- &% TIER 1 e 2 721 fF g 3ugera ordt 3 a1 dfieT Jeag & iR AegAve o

» The Court noted that Kerala had already agreed to allow transportation of materials for six
out of nine repair works identified by Tamil Nadu.

* JETId = ST {3 HTel gl & ATAAATS g@RT adTC 1T =it 7 | T AFHAT Frat & (o0 qHA &
aRage &1 A & TH

« It said there was hardly any justification to not allow transport for the remaining three repair
works.

* JieTerd A gl foh A fiet AFAd Frat & v aRager 1 argaAfar 7 3 1 FI$ S FROT 761 8|

* The Court allowed a Kerala Executive Engineer to be present during the repair works
carried out by the Tamil Nadu government.

* ST o HFIA FIHN & TFH FRASRT ANAAT 1 TAFAATZ FIHR IRT Y ST W AFAS & SN
3UTEId @ &I 3e7A &

* Responding to Kerala’s concerns about environmental harm from transporting materials
through forest areas, the court directed the use of eco-friendly materials.

« A T TATEIONT ey Y A3 & STa1e H, 31eTeld o a7 &7 H A o e & forw g3favor
Jreael WA & 3T 7 A&

» The Tamil Nadu government may appoint a civil engineer from its department to monitor
the repair work.

-+ AffeeTg THR 39 [Fe79T & veh R Fohfaaw l #FAd F i fAaRmE & fov f@ged w2
SETIEY

* The Court directed Tamil Nadu to complete dormitory repairs and comply with statutory
requirements under the Inland Vessels Act and the Wildlife Act for operating an extra boat.

* 3TETeId o AfAeTg Y e fea for g siffredY i avFaa Ot X 3R sarels duew wFe aur
AFESASE UFE & ded Ueh AfaRerd A1 el & [T gt TTatmeil 1 qrere |

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page3 3



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

© TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

w

atriotic (1

Pathshala
www.patrioticias.in

* On the issue of grouting, the Court asked both States to consult the Supervisory
Committee, which would make final recommendations.

« IM3FETN o Hed T HeTeld o el Tt I el o I FuRargerd) FAL & FaTg o, S sfas

Ry o

No advance notice from India on closure of
land ports for our exports: Bangladesh official

|GS Paper II: India-Bangladesh |
Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

Bangladesh did not receive
any official-level intimation
before India shut down
land ports for readymade
garments, a diplomatic
source from Bangladesh in-
formed The Hindu on Mon-
day.

The observations came
two days after the Directo-
rate General of Foreign
Trade stopped readymade
garment exports from Ban-
gladesh to India through all
Indian land ports, while al-
so stopping land ports of
northeastern India from
being accessed by Bangla-
desh for export of specified
products.

“We did not receive any
advance notice that India
was going to shut the land

: An official says there is growing public inconvenience in

Bangladesh because of the Indian measures. AFp

ports for our products and
as a result many traders on
our side sent their trucks to
the border land ports with-
out knowing that they
would not be allowed to
proceed further. Now all
those trucks are stuck on
the border,” said the
source. Bangladesh views
the closure of the Indian

land ports as a “sovereign
action” that sometimes
can be undertaken unilat-
erally, but as neighbours
with shared history, a prior
hint from India was expect-
ed by Dhaka, The Hindu
was told.

While introducing the
closure of land ports on
the Indian side, officials

had said the step was being
taken as a reciprocal mea-
sure to Bangladesh intro-
ducing a ban on Indian
yarn exports through its
land ports and for resort-
ing to aggressive inspec-
tion of Indian trucks. Ho-
wever, it was learnt that
the Bangladeshi measures
taken on April 13 and the
stopping of supply of In-
dian rice through Hili land
port were to deal with cor-
ruption issues that the Ban-
gladesh authorities were
dealing with.

The official said there
was growing public incon-
venience because of the In-
dian measures. Bangla-
desh, it is understood, is
also watching for any
further punitive action, as
the strong step from the In-
dian side appears to have

been initiated because of
political reasons. It was al-
so learned that Bangladesh
feels that the barring of
land ports will also stop pe-
ople-to-people interaction
that benefits from com-
mercial engagement.
“With a lot of challeng-
es, trade between India
and Bangladesh had
reached above $10 billion
and just as we are at the
cusp of doing great things,
we are again going down,”
said the source, explaining
that the goods that Bangla-
desh supplies to India’s
northeast have a regional
economic rational that be-
nefits both sides. India has,
however, said the message
for Bangladesh from this
decision was to tell that the
northeast is not a “captive
market” of Bangladesh.

No Advance Notice from India on Closure of Land Ports for
Our Exports: Bangladesh Official

HRd GaRT gAR faTa & forw A deteme) #i dg F f FE @
AT g1 fAell: qreamaer AfUwRt
- A diplomatic source from Bangladesh informed that Bangladesh did

not receive any official-level intimation before India shut down land
ports for readymade garments.
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A ASIINE 4G FIA W Igd FI§ IHMTAFIRF FaaT o7et el

» The Directorate General of Foreign Trade (DGFT) stopped readymade garment exports
from Bangladesh to India through all Indian land ports.

- fager sATUR AFAGATET (DGFT) o dieager ¥ WA a1 &1 Aafa (Ra & @t i sewemst
¥ ATEIH ¥ A e

* DGFT also stopped northeastern India's land ports from being accessed by Bangladesh for
export of specified products.

- DGFT & qafer 81Re & ${f& deemel 1 8t fafdse scurel & faata & fov swareer eart 3wz
fohT STt & Qe ferm|

* A Bangladeshi official said that many traders sent their trucks to the border land ports
without knowing about the closure and now all those trucks are stuck at the border.

« Ta aieengedt HfUHRY 7 FEr F FE ARt 7 3 g e R detemst W A Rw o o
e T SRR & 3R 319 F Wit g HAT W HA g F

* Bangladesh considers the move as a “sovereign action” but expected prior hint from India
as neighbours with shared history.

* STTCIIC SH e A I "W FIAATE" HIAT &, AfeheT A { T Hebel T ITU&TT T AT ik
aXt it 1w 3faET B

India’s Reason for the Port Closure
HI GART dGINE 96 FIA HT HROT

* Indian officials said the step was a reciprocal measure to Bangladesh's ban on Indian yarn
exports and aggressive inspection of Indian trucks.

« AR TR & #hgT foh Tg e Tega< H ISTAT AT YT, i feh TTAGL o HRAT It F
forata W ufaser oremar 3R R gt Y 3RS St

* The Bangladeshi measures, including stopping Indian rice through Hili land port on April
13, were reportedly aimed at addressing corruption issues within Bangladesh.

- gireeed 39T, for=Te 13 arter 1 feel offr detane & SRy araer Y 3rqfet Aepar riFr €, Hr
3ECRY FTCICH o HYER Heal & fAuesT scram 2|

Bangladesh's Concerns Over the Impact

IHTT F AT q9dTeer Hr R_Aare
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» The Bangladeshi official mentioned growing public inconvenience due to India’s restrictions.

» STt ITRRY o R & Tl & HNOT Tt AT fareh FGFALT T a1 FHe|

» Bangladesh is observing if any further punitive actions may follow, hinting that the move
may be influenced by political reasons.

« TS IE W TET & fh AT IS 31t Y E8TeA® FIATE 1 Sreeh, 31X I8 Toha fear fr g8
heH Teretfae HROT & IR &7 Fehall &1

* Bangladesh fears the port closure may also affect people-to-people interaction, which
benefits from commercial engagement.

« STTATCET Y 3TRIHT & T SCTaTg 9 glet & AT F o w9 off wenfaa &) Fehar &, S AR
31T W STHT=ad giem 81

Trade Relations and Economic Impact
IR waY 3R e ganmg

* Trade between India and Bangladesh had crossed $10 billion, despite challenges.

« HR 3R FiTereer & & AR $10 RAfeae S ar T g o1, JAH ATt & araeg|

* The official said the halt came just as both sides were on the cusp of doing great things.

« TSN o FgT o Tg U T/ THAY 37TS 519 Gl 96T Ieoe F1aT 1 30T 96 @ I

* The goods Bangladesh supplies to India’s northeast have a regional economic rationale
benefiting both sides.

* FTATERT ST ATHTT AR F YAfaR I et AT &, 3HeT T i e it 8, S Q=i
&t T 18T T B

* India conveyed that northeast India is not a “captive market” for Bangladesh.

« AR o Ig T T o qafe TR Seciieer &7 " que ae)” 61 |
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British academic says her
OClI registration cancelled,
to challenge move in court

IGS Paper II: Citizenship

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

British academic Nitasha
Kaul said on Monday that
the Indian government had
cancelled her Overseas Ci-
tizen of India (OCI) regis-
tration for indulging in
“anti-India activities”
through “writing, speech-
es and journalistic activi-
ties at various international
forums and social media
platforms”.

She said she would pur-
sue legal remedies and
challenge the cancellation
in court.

Ms. Kaul, a British Kash-
miri professor of politics
and international relations
at the University of West-
minster in London, was de-
nied entry into India on Fe-
bruary 25, 2024, when she
was invited by the Karnata-
ka government to partici-
pate in an event.

In May 2024, she re-
ceived a showcause notice
as to why her OCI registra-

Nitasha Kaul

tion should not be
cancelled.

“lI responded to the
showcause notice within 15
days with a 20,000-word
letter. The showcause not-
ice made broad-based,
wide-ranging allegations,
the same as the cancella-
tion notice. It did not point
to anything specific,” Ms.
Kaul told The Hindu.

She said she was being
targeted to intimidate oth-
ers like her into silence.

“India is not China. This
kind of action is devoid of
any rationalisation. My
mother is in India, I am not

anti-India, I have always
condemned violent ac-
tion... be it by Lashkar-e-
Taiba [LeT] or the Hamas,”
she said.

The notice cancelling
Ms. Kaul’s OCI registration
said, “It has been brought
to the notice of the Govern-
ment of India that you have
been found indulging in
anti-India activities, motiv-
ated by malice and com-
plete disregard for facts or
history. Through your
numerous inimical writ-
ings, speeches and journal-
istic activities at various in-
ternational forums and on
social media platforms,
you regularly target India
and its institutions on the
matters of India’s
sovereignty...”

Ms. Kaul said that she
was informed through the
notice that her reply sent
last year was not found
satisfactory.

The OCIs are of Indian
origin but hold foreign
passports.

R TP o 3eTehT ITHISME (OCI) ISHIHI0T GG X 6T ¢

» The cancellation was reportedly due to her “anti-India activities” through writing, speeches

British
academic says
her OCI
registration
cancelled, to
challenge move
in court

fafeer franfag &

gl [ 37T

33T gSfiTor

TEE HT &Y TS,
3rererdt & el
&aft

Background of the

Incident

TeaAT $Y ISSHA

* British academic
Nitasha Kaul said on
Monday that the Indian
government had
cancelled her Overseas
Citizen of India (OCI)
registration.

- Tfeer fRrenfae amem
el o ATR FI Hgl T

and journalistic activities at international forums and social media platforms.

* YCG el I HRUT 3odh GaRT HAWSEIT A4 3R \rerer #AFAT cewiAt W A1 775 “oaRa e

afafafOAar” & s 3T, TS9H I a@e, JTvor 3 gaRar afafafear anfae ot
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Kaul’s Response and Legal Challenge

Fier it wfafrar 3 FreEh gatdt

» Ms. Kaul stated that she would pursue legal remedies and challenge the cancellation in
court.

- A I o1 e Toh T8 FTefelt IUTAT FHT WERT AN 3N SH TGEIHIOT Y IeTerd A FaAtdr &t

* She is a British Kashmiri professor of Politics and International Relations at the
University of Westminster, London.

- g fafeer Fealify Mvww § 31K viger & Avefiver frafdqamay 7 woehifa 3ilv siawrsda weut
CARRIFCINS

Entry Denied and Showcause Notice

AR & vaer ¥ A 3T FROT Iq3t nfew

* On February 25, 2024, she was denied entry into India, despite being invited by the
Karnataka government for an event.

* 25 B 2024 T 3o AR H 94T F UF AT 3191, TS 3o¢ FeAlesd THR GaRT U HIAHH
H AT Toham = 7|

* In May 2024, she received a showcause notice asking why her OCI should not be cancelled.

- A 2024 H 3o Th HROT 130 Afed AT [ 3T 3TH13m$ gohiaor 741 o wgg fham ame|

» She said she replied within 15 days with a 20,000-word letter.
« 31T el foh 3egiel 15 At & #ffax 20,000 2rsat arelT 36 FT|

* The showcause and cancellation notices made broad and vague allegations, without citing
specific instances.

- Aifew # =ggw 3R IETSE AT T T A, AfeheT F1E FyfRISE 3807 8T AT I73m|

Allegations in the Cancellation Notice

TEEIFOT AMfSH F 9T 7T R
» The cancellation notice stated that her actions were motivated by malice, showing complete
disregard for facts and history.

» TCRIEUT A 3 FgT 3T T 3eTah 1 giiaant & 9fa o 3R 3egier et s sfagma & wfy
quT 38T fewrs|

* It said she regularly targets India and its institutions on issues of sovereignty through her
writings and speeches.

« SHH e AT o TF 31T oIeeT 31 $TOT & ATETH & 0 AN ST FEaTat H FIHAT T 3
HATHAAT IR IR-TR 01T Sa1eT 81
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» She was told her earlier reply was not satisfactory.

« 356 IdTIT T Toh 37T Tga AT 3T 367 AHA ST JrT a77|

Kaul’s Defense and Statement

wier T TE1S 3R TI=

* Ms. Kaul said she was being targeted to intimidate others like her into silence.

- G il o el o 3o¢ T e & T FXmmalr S arw § ofifeh 3o7eh Sy 37 ofar 8ff 5T S |

* She stated, “India is not China. This kind of action is devoid of rationalisation.”

« 35811 &gl, "HRA AT 74T §1 5H G Y FATS A S aF A6 8"

* She clarified that she is not anti-India and has condemned violent actions by groups like
Lashkar-e-Taiba and Hamas.

« 3egiet Tuse fHar for ag R Al a8l & 3R i Te-v-aaT 3R gH T S Taraar
Bas FiiaEal f R Hr g
» She also mentioned that her mother lives in India.

« 3egier Tg AT hgT o 3oTehT AT AR A T &

OCI Context
IS Tt

* Overseas Citizens of India (OCIs) are people of Indian origin who hold foreign passports.

« 33T (OCI) F 19T BIeY & i ARl H{eT & Blad & eifebeT 3e7oh e Fardeft raraie grar &

Overseas Citizen of India (OCI)

TARIt RO ARG

The Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) is a form of permanent residency for people of
Indian origin and their descendants, allowing them to live and work in India
indefinitely but without full citizenship rights.

TaRI YR AR (0Cl) YRTT ga & @ 3R I d=rel & fore wurdt fRamg &1
T ¥ g, 51 3= ATEaeTa P fore HRd A 3§ 3R &TH $1 & 3Afd a1 3, A
gut ArTR T SR 81 ¢!

» The OCI scheme was introduced in 2005 through an amendment to the Citizenship Act,
1955, to strengthen ties between India and its diaspora by providing long-term visa and
residency benefits.
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« OCI TSI 1 2005 H ARTRGT FUTH, 1955 H TRMeA & ATedH I U fovar may o1 difds
YRT 3R 3P YAl G & did Jaei B Uoigd forar o o 3R dda1fes dien v
a9 @1y ueH fou o 9@ |

Eligibility Criteria for OCI
oCI & for Umrdar 99cs

A person is eligible for Overseas Citizenship of India (OCI) if:

PIs Afdd gaTel RO AR (0cl) & fow U= g afe:

They were a citizen of India on or after 26 January 1950.

98 Kl 26 TART 1950 1 UT IHSP G WRA BT AN YT

They were eligible to become a citizen of India after 26 January 1950.
g ATk 26 SER 1950 & TG HRH PT ANTRS 94 & TG AT

They are a child or grandchild of such a person.

ag f ¥R safed 1 /g a1 Qiar/ard 21

- Exclusions from OCI Eligibility - OCI UTIdT & dfea afori:

Any person whose parents or grandparents were ever citizens of Pakistan or
Bangladesh is not eligible for OCI status.

s i safad foraes Arar-fiar ar grar-ardt wifesar a1 aivaresr & ARR® ¥, 98 ocl
& forg ur T 81

People who have served in foreign defense services are also restricted from OCI
eligibility.

o @l = o=l vam Tarei § ord fear g, 3 +ff ocl & fore ura 181 &

Benefits of OCI Card
OCI BTE & ATH

Multi-purpose, multi-entry, lifelong visa for visiting India.

YR & o & fory ageexdia, 9g-waw 3 rrefias diw|

Exemption from registration with local police authorities for any length of stay in India.

YR H foreit ot Srafd & o o fore vt gfers siftrefeal & ary ushieor 9 gel
Special immigration counters at Indian airports for OCI cardholders.
OC| TS YR®! & [T YR gaTs 33| U AR 3mae Frder|

Ownershlp rights over residential and commercial properties in India.

HRA # MR 3R ATaHTRe Sufr) R Wi fer |
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o Application for a PAN Card, Aadhaar, and Driving License.

o U FTS, MUK 3R STEAT A58 & AT 3 w3 &1 SAfUeR|
Limitations of OCI Card

oCI TS o HHTY

¢ No voting rights in India.

o HRA H AdEH P ABR T

e Cannot hold government positions, including civil services, judiciary, and constitutional
posts.

o WHRI Tel R Fgad 78t 81 Ioba, forgs =matferest, fifde ar oik Taune ug i g

e Cannot contest elections for Lok Sabha, Rajya Sabha, or State Assemblies.

o THIYT, AT T Iy FAYHIUTSN o FATd -Tg] a8 Jobd |

e Restriction on the purchase of agricultural land, farmhouses, and plantation properties.

o P YW, HHEEY 3R TAH FuRrd! &1 Wilg W ufaey|

No protection under certain fundamental rights, including:

Ffead Mt PRI & ded 1S TRaT TaY:

e Article 15 — Prohibition of discrimination.

o 3G 15 — HGHTG BT FNY|

e Article 16 — Equality of opportunity in government jobs.

o 3T 16 — BRI AIGRAT H TR B THFGT|

e Article 19 — Right to freedom, including speech and movement.

o 3¢ 19 - WAl B AHABGR, Ford sifiaafad 3R ST &1 Tad=al M |

e Article 29 and Article 30 — Cultural and Educational Rights of Minorities.

o 3TE 29 3R TG 30 — IID! P Tplad 3R e BRI

Important Data and Facts on OCI

ocl ¥ Heftra Hgayuf ST 3k 9w

e The Citizenship Amendment Act, 2005, introduced the OCI scheme.
AATReRdT SR ™™, 2005 & T8d OCI ASHT & Hi 15 AT

e As of 2023, there are around six million OCI cardholders worldwide.

o 2023 dd, AT WR T TIHT 60 TRI OC| HISURS |
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The top five countries with the highest number of OCI holders are:

OCI YRS| B Ha@ 31 FEI1 arat o ufg 3= &

United States

TG T 3ARBT

United Kingdom

gT3Ce fdhiren

Canada

DhrST

Australia

3fiefera

United Arab Emirates (UAE)
Yo 3Rd 3HRIT (UAE)

O o O O O O O O O

¢)

o The OCI scheme was merged with the Person of Indian Origin (PIO) card scheme in 2015
to simplify the process and provide uniform benefits.

OCI AISHT & 2015 T YR Gd & Afdd (PIO) TS TroT & A1 faerg $x fear mar drfes
UThaT Y IR IIT ST b 3R JH TH U fhT o 9o |

o OCl applications are processed by the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA), Government of
India.

. OCI 3TdEq Bl YR WHR & T8 HATTT (MHA) gRT Ufshar & «ram oirar 3|

Recent Update (2021) - STfeAT 3US< (2021)

» OCI cardholders must take special permission from the Government of India if they wish
to engage in:

. gfe ocl FrEUR® FAuferfad Sl & Say g1 9184 €, 9 3 YRd WReR I fagiy
\?vlﬂ'qﬁa:ﬂ'&ﬁ"ﬂ:

e Journalism

o DI

e Research

o STHYH

o Missionary work

. HE TR BT

e Mountaineering
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Comparison: OCI vs. NRI vs. PIO

OCI §-TH NRI dTH PIO

Feature OCI Cardholder Non-Resident
Indian (NRI)
Citizenship No Yes
Visa-Free Travel Yes (Lifelong) Not Required
to India
Voting Rights No Yes
Government Jobs No Yes
Property Residential & Yes
Ownership Commercial Only
OcClI Card Permanent Temporary
Eligibility

Person of Indian Origin (P1O)
(Merged with OCl in 2015)

No

Yes (15 years before 2015)

No

No

Residential & Commercial Only

Abolished in 2015
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Portal for
overseas
citizens
revamped

|GS Paper IlI: Citizenship |

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah launched a new Over-
seas Citizen of India (OCI)
portal on Monday.

Mr. Shah said the re-
vamped OCI portal with an
updated user interface has
been launched to simplify
the registration process for
overseas citizens. He said it
must be ensured that the
Indian-origin  residents
face no inconvenience
when visiting or staying in
India. The new portal will
provide enhanced func-
tionality, advanced securi-
ty, and a user-friendly ex-
perience. The new OCI
portal is available at
https://ociservices.gov.in.

Given the technological
advancements and feed-
back received from OCI
cardholders, the new OCI
portal has been developed
to address existing limita-
tions and enhance user ex-
perience, the Ministry of
Home Affairs said.
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Portal for Overseas Citizens Revamped

facelt st & fare Aider &1 gafastor

« Union Home Minister Amit Shah launched a new
Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) portal on Monday.

« FA 777 FA 3T aE 7 WHAR FY 747 AT
fafester 3w 341 (OC!) N e R

* Mr. Shah said the revamped OCI portal with an updated user interface
has been launched to simplify the registration process for overseas
citizens.

- At aTg o e o AT OC| el fae 3USTs e Fevhw ¢, fadeh
ATTRERT & fIT GiiehIor UfEHaT Ff I g & foT e fhar =T g1

* He said it must be ensured that Indian-origin residents face no
inconvenience when visiting or staying in India.

« 3ogiel gl foh Ig GiATRee fahar S =g T foh sty Her & favamedt 1
I 3TeT T g1 H IS IrgiaeT 7 8|

» The new portal will provide enhanced functionality, advanced security,
and a user-friendly experience.

» 7T AIE ST AgA FIAGTHAT, el F&T 3R STARTHA F ATl Hea
e Y|

» The new OCI portal is available at https://ociservices.gov.in.
« 3T OCI QI https://ociservices.gov.in U 3TTs &

*» Given the technological advancements and feedback received from
OCI cardholders, the new OCI portal has been developed to address
existing limitations and enhance user experience, the Ministry of Home
Affairs said.

« 3 HATIT & e o W@y 3earfer 3l OC! umat & wrea wfafrar &
HegsToR AT OCI Gieel Tash e faham aram & drfes Aisiar Wiemsit & gy fmar
ST/ 3R STANTRAT ST FY Iga ToA1T ST TF |
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SC to hear petition seeking
FIR against HC judge over
‘cash found at his residence’

|GS Paper II: Judiciary

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

Chief Justice of India B.R.
Gavai on Monday told ad-
vocate Mathews Nedumpa-
ra that his plea seeking an
FIR against Justice Yash-
want Varma, a High Court
judge in whose official resi-
dence half-burnt currency
was found after a blaze in
March, will be listed for
court hearing provided the
defects in the petition are
rectified.

The response from the
Chief Justice came when
Mr. Nedumpara, who is the
petitioner-in-person,
sought an urgent hearing
in a day or two.

“We will list it for hear-
ing, provided you clear the
defects,” Chief Justice Ga-
vai addressed the lawyer
during the oral mention-
ing.

“No FIR has been regis-
tered and the criminal law
has not been set in motion.
It is indisputable that the

Burnt currency notes seen near
the residence of Justice
Yashwant Varma. ANI

huge volumes of money
that was burned and partly
burned and clandestinely
removed was nothing but
bribe/corruption — a crime
punishable under the Bha-
ratiya Nyaya Sanhita and
the Prevention of Corrup-
tion Act,” the petition
alleged.

The petition highlighted
a lack of official explana-
tion as to why an FIR was
not registered.

“This would have meant
the seizure of the currency

The petition
highlighted a lack of

official explanation
as to why an FIR was

not registered

notes, securing the crime
location, arresting of sus-
pects, etc,” the petition

said.
Chief Justice Gavai’s pre-
decessor, Justice Sanjiv

Khanna, had forwarded
the final inquiry commit-
tee report into the incident
to the President and the
Prime Minister after Justice
Varma, a High Court judge,
had refused to voluntarily
retire or resign.

Mr. Nedumpara re-
ferred to a Constitution
Bench decision in the K.
Veeraswami v. Union of In-
dia case, which had held
that a criminal case against
a constitutional court
judge could be registered
only after prior consulta-
tion with the Chief Justice.

SC to Hear
Petition Seeking
FIR Against HC
Judge Over ‘Cash
Found at His
Residence’

gShIE =aramefier &
TG | ‘Ade
fAda’ W FIR gaf
e T TTAHT 9T
G FIE gt
LT

- Chief Justice of
India B.R. Gavai on
Monday told
advocate Mathews
Nedumpara that his
plea seeking an FIR
against Justice
Yashwant Varma, a
High Court judge in
whose official
residence half-burnt
currency was found

after a blaze in March will be listed for court hearing provided the
defects in the petition are rectified.

* HRT & FET wArATEr 3. THAT & WHAR HY 3T Ager agaary
ﬁm%mﬂﬁmmﬁ*aﬁmm?ﬂmmm
3T ¥ Ao e =armeier Ferad 9AT & @A FIR &of F T Irfewr
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geAars & fore geftagr Fr sreeft, qerd anfesT & arg 18 FAat wr S R

S|

» The response from the Chief Justice came when Mr. Nedumpara, who is the petitioner-in-
person, sought an urgent hearing in a day or two.

« Ig GTAfshar e S ST AT ASAURT, S Fa& ATAhIehell §, o Teh AT &l feT H ATl Forars
3T R

* “We will list it for hearing, provided you clear the defects,” Chief Justice Gavai addressed the
lawyer during the oral mentioning.

- FIfET 3eore & GRTT FHTT FATATL ITAT o Fehrel g, IS 37T HAAT P gy H & &, ot
§A 3 GoTdTs o T Fellaey i’

* “No FIR has been registered and the criminal law has not been set in motion. It is indisputable
that the huge volumes of money that was burned and partly burned and clandestinely removed
was nothing but bribe/corruption — a crime punishable under the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
and the Prevention of Corruption Act,” the petition alleged.

 ITTRAISHT 3 3RYY AT I 3 “Ig FIR g w61 A1 915 ¢ 3R RIS FIRaTS YT LT g3 81 T8
fAfdare & o S8 AT S 44 ST a1, 3R 9 @ STell AR I[cd &9 § g I, T8
YH/STSETIR & 37elal $© 71e1 T — St foh $TRelIT w4 Wi 3R srserant faror sifafaws &
B &3 3 B

* The petition highlighted a lack of official explanation as to why an FIR was not registered.
« g1t & Ig &Y 9T AT T FIR o ot fohT STet o R & @IS 3T R Tasdienor s1gT fear
T

* “This would have meant the seizure of the currency notes, securing the crime location,
arresting of suspects, etc,” the petition said.

» ITTRIhT H gl IT, “SHHT HAAS BIclT foh Al STect TohT ST, IR T bl FRI&TT feham ST,
feaet I TREAR fohar ST, i

+ Chief Justice Gavai’s predecessor, Justice Sanjiv Khanna, had forwarded the final inquiry
committee report into the incident to the President and the Prime Minister after Justice
Varma, a High Court judge, had refused to voluntarily retire or resign.

« T ATATERT ITSAT & Yaachl, ~ATITERr Holld Teoell o $H T i 3T st Ffafa i R
Y I Isgufa 3R Temaa= F ST AT ST FATENeT gHT, S gIhIE AT §, 3 s
Qarfag iy I1 SENH &t A AR Y fear T

* Mr. Nedumpara referred to a Constitution Bench decision in the K. Veeraswami v. Union
of India case, which held that a criminal case against a constitutional court judge could be

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page46



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

nww.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

registered only after prior consultation with the Chief Justice.

« # ASHINT o K. Veeraswami v. Union of India HHel 7 Teh Wiaemer dis & $aer &1 garen

fea, foraat et ara foh wienfars wammeter & e sraufas ARTar hao FET e ¥ 9@
WA & a1 g haT ST FehaTT B
Amit Shah Amit Shah launches e-Zero FIR initiative
launches AT ATE o $-STRY THIMSHR Ugel AT YT HI
e-Zero FIR
initiative - The Indian Cybercrime Coordination Centre (14C) has
— introduced a new system that automatically converts

NEW DELHI

The Indian Cybercrime
Coordination Centre (I4C)
has introduced a new sys-
tem that automatically con-
verts financial cybercrime
complaints with a fraud va-
lue above 10 lakh, and re-
gistered on the 1930 hel-
pline or cybercrime.gov.in
portal, into first informa-
tion reports (FIRs). The e-
Zero FIR initiative has been
launched on a pilot basis
first in Delhi, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah said on
Monday.

The new system that
will drive investigations to
swiftly cracking down on
cybercriminals will soon
be extended to the entire
nation, the Ministry of
Home Affairs said.

Mr. Shah directed the
implementation of the in-
itiative at a recent review
meeting of the 14C, keep-
ing in view the difficulties
faced by victims of finan-
cial cybercrimes in reco-
vering the money lost.

The newly introduced
process involves the inte-
gration of [4C’s National
Cybercrime Reporting Por-
tal system, the Delhi Polic-
e’s e-FIR system, and the
National Crime Record Bu-
reau’s Crime and Criminal
Tracking Network and
Systems.

financial cybercrime complaints with a fraud value above %10
lakh, registered on the 1930 helpline or cybercrime.gov.in
portal, into First Information Reports (FIRS).

* HITCATT HISIHEH TA-AT &g (14C) o T 717 fAFes & frar g
S 210 @ W 3AF F rErys) are T asawEd Rl #4,
ST 1930 geTaTse T cybercrime.gov.in 9&d 9 &sf il §, 379eT

31T TYH G RE (THIATEIR) # a6 & &

* The eZero FIR initiative has been launched on a pilot basis first in Delhi, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah said on Monday.

« 5 §-3RY URIATEH Tgel H Tgol ool 3 URIele MR @ & H 1S §, T7
TIFIR Y I[5 7T AT A Fe |

» The new system will help investigations to swiftly crack down on cybercriminals
and will soon be extended to the entire nation, the Ministry of Home Affairs said.

« Ig 74T FATCH ST 7 HAG M difch WIFET HURIMAFT I doit & HRATS Sl oI Teh
3R 39 STeq &1 W 42T A TGRAT ST, Tg SATAhRT I§ HATT o T

» Mr. Shah directed the implementation of the initiative during a recent review
meeting of the 14C, considering the difficulties faced by victims of financial
cybercrimes in recovering their lost money.

-&ﬁangﬁm@rﬁgémc HTET S5 H 58 Tgcl &l o] el & G2 [T, Fifh
Wﬂw?ﬁ%ﬁaﬁm@é?wwmﬁﬁm@%wm

T IST & |

* The newly introduced process involves integrating the 14C’s National Cybercrime Reporting
Portal system, the Delhi Police’s e-FIR system, and the National Crime Record Bureau’s
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Crime and Criminal Tracking Network and Systems (CCTNS).
« U GfRAT 7 14C & TSAQT FgawEA Ruiféer o fRees, Red gfow & §-vwamsam Rwes,

3R e 3raer Rers st & 3roRmer 3 srownelY T sead 3R st (CCTNS) &1 Sfer ar=m

gl

@--iin
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Report reveals delayed wages are a key factor to
mismatch between MGNREGS coverage, delivery

GS Paper II: Government Schemes

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELlll

A review of the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Em-
ployment Guarantee
Scheme (MGNREGS) for
the financial year 2024-25
reveals that while the cov-
erage has increased, with
an 8.6% rise in number of
registered households un-
der the programme, the
delivery of promised em-
ployment has gone down,
with person days having
dropped by 7.1%. This was
revealed in a report re-
leased by LibTech India, a
consortium of academics
and activists on Monday.

Person days under the
MGNREGS is defined as the
total number of workdays
by a person registered un-
der the scheme in a finan-
cial year.

The LibTech study re-
vealed that only 7% of hou-
seholds got 100 days of
work. The MGNREG Act
promises guaranteed em-

Women at work: Women levellmg the land under the MGNREGS,
in ASR district of Andhra Pradesh. v. RaJu

ployment up to 100 days.
The report highlights that
total registered households
under the programme
have gone up by 8.6% from
13.80 crore in FY 2023-24
to 14.98 crore in 2024-25.
At the same time, average
days of employment per
household fell by 4.3%,
from 52.42 person days in
FY 2023-24 it went down to
50.18 person days in FY

2024-25. This, the LibTech
report states, reflects a
mismatch between the
scheme’s coverage and its
delivery. “This trend raises
questions about systemic
and implementation-level
challenges that continue to
constrain the programme’s
effectiveness,” the report
said.

Also, the persistent pro-
blem with the programme

of regional variations con-
tinues. Odisha (34.8%) Ta-
mil Nadu (25.1%) and Rajas-
than (15.9%) saw the
sharpest decline in person
days, while Maharashtra
(39.7%), Himachal Pradesh
(14.8%), and Bihar (13.3%)
recorded increases.

Inadequate allocation

Among the key factors
leading to an overall em-
ployment drop are the in-
adequate allocation of bud-
get and extraordinary
delay in wage payments re-
ported from across the
country. Both issues have
been highlighted on va-
rious platforms. The par-
liamentary Standing Com-
mittee on Rural
Development in the past
has raised concerns over
reduction in budget alloca-
tion by the Union govern-
ment and its effect on the
progress of the scheme.
People’s Action for Em-
ployment Guarantee
(PAEG) had recommended

a budget allocation of
%2.64 lakh crore for the
MGNREGS for FY 202223
itself. However, the Union
government has allocated
only 86,000 crore for FY
2024-25. There was no revi-
sion in the MGNREGS bud-
get for FY 2024-25.

The LibTech report also
notes that the deletions of
MGNREGS workers across
the country have been ar-
rested at least partially.
Between 2022 and 2024,
7.8 crore workers were de-
leted.

The Ministry main-
tained that both deletions
and additions are part of a
regular process. But the
rate of deletions far ex-
ceeded the rate of addi-
tions. In the corresponding
period, only 1.92 crore
workers were added. For
the first time in FY 2024-25,
this trend has been re-
versed, the report notes.
So, while 99 lakh workers
were deleted, 2.22 crore
were added.

Report reveals delayed wages are a key factor to mismatch
between MGNREGS coverage, delivery

Rl 3 war e o #erqdr 7 & MGNREGS Faver 3R fEefiadt &
oY 3T T HET FROT &

Report reveals

Rea¥e & gar e & a0 & 3 MGNREGS #aver iR fBelladl & dfvr sraarfay &1 &7 sror @
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* A review of the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme
(MGNREGS) for the financial year 2024-25 shows that while the coverage has increased with
an 8.6% rise in the number of registered households, the delivery of promised employment
has decreased, with person days dropping by 7.1%.

- Ty @ 2024-25 & forw AgTeAT et TSET ATHIOT VSR IR AT (MGNREGS) T TaHteTr
# 9T Tl fo STafh Faver A 8.6% $T JEfd €5 &, Toficpd IRART 1 T 51 &, Afehet wfaraae
ﬂm@r%@aﬁﬁﬁwmaﬁ%,sﬂ?m?ﬁrl%aﬁrwﬁgé%l

* The report was released on Monday by LibTech India, a consortium of academics and
activists.

- 7g RAIE AIHAGR & LibTech India, St U g fAe 3R T T &, GaRT SR & TS|

* Person days under MGNREGS means the total number of workdays by a registered person
under the scheme in a financial year.

* MGNREGS & g 9¥eT 3 T Hclold § 39 [0 a¥ # J1eTell & dedl Yoiichdl caferd gar i
T G 1Y e |

» The LibTech study revealed that only 7% of households received 100 days of work, though
the MGNREG Act promises guaranteed employment up to 100 days.

« LibTech 3reaaT & 9ar I fa shael 7% IRERT &Y 100 et &1 %17 e, Sefs MGNREG
AT & 100 =T T TR Y IE &7 715 §

* The total registered households-under the scheme increased by 8.6%, from 13.80 crore in FY
2023-24 to 14.98 crore in FY 2024-25.

* AISTAT o e Fel Toiispd TRART H 8.6% Y Jefd g5 &, S faehiay a¥ 2023-24 7 13.80 FN &
qGhY 2024-25 H 14.98 #08 &l I1T|

+ At the same time, the average days of employment per household fell by 4.3%, from 52.42
person days in FY 2023-24 to 50.18 person days in FY 2024-25.

- 31 e, fa aRar 3itaa AeeR & & 4.3% gea O a¥ 2023-24 §52.42 983 A
< a¥ 2024-25 3 50.18 9U 3 &l 0|

+ This mismatch between the scheme’s coverage and delivery raises questions about systemic
and implementation challenges constraining the programme’s effectiveness, the report said.

* FISTAT & st R fZeliall & oy g 3rEaTl yorreliera 3R Frateagsr e gatfaat o darer
QST FHAT &, ST AT hr gaaRNerar sl TfAT Y &, RAE & gr = &

* Regional variations persist, with Odisha (34.8%), Tamil Nadu (25.1%), and Rajasthan
(15.9%) experiencing sharp declines in person days.

EIPRETRIERIGERS STel AT (34.8%), AffeaTg (25.1%), 3R TSTEATT (15.9%) H I¥=T
3 A g FRTae <&t a18 &1
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* On the other hand, Maharashtra (39.7%), Himachal Pradesh (14.8%), and Bihar (13.3%)
recorded increases in person days.

- 8T, FERTSE (39.7%), AT T&2r (14.8%), R REW (13.3%) & w11 3 # FefA g &

Inadequate allocation
qIicd goiC e AgT giaT

* Key factors causing the overall employment drop include inadequate budget allocation and
extraordinary delay in wage payments reported across the country.

* el YSTIR H FTRTEE o TIE SR # YT Tl et HT of giar 3R R U H AT sgararer &
gt S anfae €

» These issues have been highlighted on various platforms, including concerns raised by the
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Rural Development about budget cuts and its impact
on the scheme.

« 3T FAEATIHT 1 FAfFeet Fal N 3R fhar 13 &, Sras sadra Farh afafa aeior e o
FoTe Feldr 3T 3P JISTAT IR THTT HT ol FdT STd1S ¢

* People’s Action for Employment Guarantee (PAEG) had recommended a budget allocation
of ¥2.64 lakh crore for MGNREGS in FY 2022-23, but the Union government allocated only
86,000 crore for FY 2024-25.

« fIYeH TFAA B TFeaTgAe RS (PAEG) & fadiir a¥ 2022-23 & folw MGNREGS & faw
%2.64 ATE FF T ToIc HTdca GHTIT AT, Afehet S TR o [T a§ 2024-25 & AT sharel
86,000 FUS 3Mafed |

» There was no revision in the MGNREGS budget for FY 2024-25.
- [FeT a¥ 2024-25 F fT MGNREGS Sl & i ®eitersT g1 fhar ar=m|

* The report notes that deletions of MGNREGS workers across the country have at least
partially stopped.

o ROIE A FHgr AT & 16 U I H MGNREGS HTHT & geTey bl IThdT H T HH HE T F Tk
TS E

* Between 2022 and 2024, 7.8 crore workers were deleted from the scheme.

+ 2022 ¥ 2024 & ST IiolelT & 7.8 #8 HfAF garw 370 |

» The Ministry stated that deletions and additions are part of a regular process, but the rate of
deletions far exceeded the rate of additions.

* FATCTT = gl foh §eTAT 3R S5l Teh fAAfAT Ifoham &, et FeTeT %1 2T el A X & 95
fw ot
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* In the same period, only 1.92 crore workers were added.

« 3T 3791 H hadl 1.92 A3 S AR FA1S 310

 For the first time in FY 2024-25, this trend reversed, with 99 lakh workers deleted but 2.22
crore workers added.

- faxirar o 2024-25 7 gl SR 38 I 7 STch g3, forwe 99 @ #fAe gerw v, wifehe
2.22 ®08 HfA® A 9T

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488 _
Website : patrioticias.in

Page5 1



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

fpatriotic [

Pathshala
www.patrioticias.in

DPPATRIOTICIAS

e terrorist attack m Fa

algam, on

April 22, 2025 has once again shaken

our collective conscience, reminding

us of the fragility of peace in a region
long burdened by the weight of history. As India
grieves the loss of innocent lives and strengthens
its resolve against terror, we must also recognise
the critical importance of bipartisanship — both
in shaping our response and in ensuring that
national security does not become another
theatre for political posturing.

There is a distressing pattern that emerges
whenever India faces a crisis of this nature:
political parties, instead of closing ranks in
defence of the nation, often resort to scoring
points — weaponising grief for electoral
advantage rather than forging a unified front. We
saw this after the Pulwama attack in 2019, where
swift retaliatory action became intertwined with
campaign narratives. That was perhaps
inevitable, since the general election was only
weeks away from being called, and the national
discourse swiftly veered from security
imperatives to domestic politicking. But there is
no doubt that this cycle weakens our ability to
formulate a cohesive and long-term strategy, one
that can fortify our defences without
compromising our democratic integrity.

Security beyond partisan interests

The challenge before us is clear: terrorism is a
scourge that demands a decisive,
well-coordinated response, not knee-jerk
reactions shaped by party ideologies. Whether
dealing with counter-terror operations,
diplomatic negotiations, or intelligence reforms,
decisions must be made collectively, informed by
strategic foresight rather than short-term gains.
National security is too vital an issue to be
circumscribed by party affiliations; it must
transcend ideological divides.

Take, for instance, the Kargil conflict of 1999 —
amoment when India, despite political
differences between the ruling Bharatiya Janata
Party and Opposition Congress, stood together in
defence of the nation. The war effort saw
bipartisan cooperation, ensuring that security
strategies were aligned with national interests
rather than partisan agendas. The Opposition, led
by Congress President Sonia Gandhi, largely
supported the government’s military response.
She praised the armed forces, stating: “The
bravery of our soldiers in Kargil has made every
Indian proud. Their sacrifice will never be
forgotten.” Similarly, when India conducted
surgical strikes in 2016 in response to the Uri
terror attack, it was done with clear messaging —
demonstrating strength without overstepping
into prolonged conflict — and the nation was
united in applauding the action across political
lines.

Shashi Tharoor

is a fourth-term
Member of
Parliament
(Congress), Lok
Sabha, for
Thiruvananthapuram,
Chairman of the
Parliamentary
Standing Committee
on External Affairs,
and the Sahitya
Akademi
Award-winning author
of 27 books, including
‘The Battle of
Belonging: On
Nationalism,
Patriotism, and what
it Means to Be Indian’

As India
strengthens its
resolve to fight
terror, it is
crucial to
ensure that
national
security does
not become
another theatre
for political
posturing

Recent global history is replete with examples
of bipartisanship across political divides in
response to terrorism in various democracies.
Following the September 11 attacks, both parties
in the United States recognised the need for a
more unified approach to national security, and a
bipartisan effort ensured a swift and coordinated
response to terrorism. After the terrorist attack
on two mosques in Christchurch in 2019, then
New Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern led a
bipartisan effort to reform gun laws. Within
weeks, the government passed legislation
banning military-style semi-automatic weapons,
with support from both major parties. More
recently, after Russia’s invasion of Ukraine,
bipartisan support emerged across Western
Europe for military aid to Kyiv and sanctions
against Russia. Traditionally neutral countries
such as Sweden and Finland joined the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), with broad
political consensus across party lines.

The greys are now blacks and whites

These examples highlight how, despite political
differences, nations can unite in times of crisis to
prioritise security, unity and effective action.
Should Pahalgam and its aftermath be any
different?

When I first became Chairman of the
Parliamentary Standing Committee on External
Affairs, I declared that “there is no such thing as a
Congress foreign policy and a BJP foreign policy;
there is only Indian foreign policy, and Indian
national interests.” [ was reminded of a famous
episode of Indian diplomatic history in 1994,
when Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao picked
Opposition Leader (and then Chairman of the
External Affairs Committee) Atal Bihari Vajpayee
to lead the Indian delegation to present India’s
case on Kashmir, and counter Pakistan’s
falsehoods, at a United Nations session in Geneva.
The Congress Minister of State for External
Affairs, Salman Khurshid, was named as A.B.
Vajpayee’s deputy. Later, as Prime Minister, A.B.
Vajpayee recalled with amusement just how
bewildered the Pakistani governing class was at
seeing an Opposition leader representing his
nation’s interests at such a prestigious forum, and
at such a crucial moment. But such, he
concluded, is our “vichitra loktantra” — as
clamorous and chaotic as it is miraculous and
mesmerising.

Sadly, this episode has not been repeated in
the last three decades, as our politics has turned
ever more rancorous and bitter. There is very
little mutual respect and friendship on display
between the ruling party and the Opposition. The
core assumption of democratic politics is
supposed to be that both sides understand that
the other is as committed to the national interest
as itself, even if they disagree on how best to

ensure the nation’s well-being. In that sense the
two sides are not enemies but adversaries. But
that assumption has yielded to a bitter
polarisation in recent years. One could, of course,
argue that this is merely a natural consequence of
the pushes and pulls that are inevitable in a
democratic polity. But the Indian discourse has
taken on extreme hues that imperil any
possibility of consensus. The Overton’s Window
of political mobilisation (in other words, what is
considered acceptable in the political arena) has
become more vengeful, driven by resentment
and an obsession to expiate past wrongs. And
social media has emerged as an important tool
for divisive discourse, through which the political
benefits of this polarisation are reaped. From
public debates to dinner-table conversations, the
greys have given way to Manichaean blacks and
whites.

The result is that in recent years, political
discourse on security has frequently devolved
into blame games, sidestepping the actual need
for strategic recalibration. India’s relationship
with Pakistan, though complex and fraught,
requires clarity. There can be no ambiguity in
condemning acts of terror; the line between
national security and political point-scoring is not
a thin one. It is in India’s interest to unite in the
response to terror, because a perception of
division at home always emboldens the enemy.
Inflammatory rhetoric, though politically
expedient, serves no substantive purpose. If India
is to emerge as a responsible power, it must
ensure that its politics is mature, that the nation
always comes ahead of party interests, and that
its diplomacy walks in step with defence
preparedness — balancing deterrence with
restraint, security with stability, and democratic
politics with national unity.

Need for a non-partisan security doctrine
What India needs today is a structured national
security doctrine that remains insulated from
electoral cycles — one that provides a clear vision
on counter-terrorism, intelligence-sharing, and
strategic deterrence without becoming a tool for
political one-upmanship. Policies regarding
defence, zero-tolerance of terror, the security of
the homeland, regional strategy and global
diplomacy, must be formulated with bipartisan
consensus, ensuring that they remain consistent,
regardless of which party is in power.

True political leadership demands
statesmanship over populism, clarity over chaos.
If our lawmakers recognise this imperative, they
will understand that safeguarding India’s security
is not a party matter but a collective
responsibility. In moments of grief and crisis, let
bipartisanship be the force that unites us — not
just in words, but in action. The promise of a
secure, stable, and resilient India depends on it.

In the Wake of Crisis, the Need for Bipartisanship
"HE Y T3 7 gfageT WgAT FY JTTIFHaT

- The terrorist attack in Pahalgam on April 22, 2025, has once again
shaken our collective conscience, reminding us of the fragility of
peace in a historically burdened region.
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* 22 3%S 2025 Y TEEITH H G HTAh g o Toh IR T gAY Aofeeh

AT A FHHR AT &, 31 I8 Ramar § & 38 &7 frgen iR 3k
i g1

* As India grieves the loss of innocent lives and strengthens its resolve against terror, the
importance of bipartisanship becomes critical in shaping our response and avoiding political
posturing in national security.

» STe R foraf STt i &3fey o) eiven e Y T@T & 3R 37Tcieh & &t 37191 Tehed 1 HoTo
FT T &, A T5 T ¢ 9 537 gfdgeliar weaier oX iR & 31K TsdrT gRam &1 Usreifas Jar &1 64
o el G|

Pattern of Political Point-Scoring During Crisis

HHE & A TSl o1sT ot AT wgfay

» A disturbing pattern emerges after every terror incident — instead of unity, political parties
often attempt to score points and use public grief for electoral advantage.

* X 3T T & dT6 Ueh RidTetera yqfa q@el Sl fRerdl § — Uehsled! & FoTd, Asteifde gof
3TFEY ST ST oot 3R STeTT & G& T FoATdl BTIE o fIT SEAATS I ¢ |

« After the Pulwama attack in 2019, retaliatory action was mixed with campaign narratives,
shifting focus from security needs to election politics.

* 2019 H GeaTHT §HA & §c, STATel HIETS I ATl TIR A Si1s fe7m ara, S geam
ITARIAFHATH A AT geeht eATdl ISTaiifel shT 3T Tl 1T |

* This trend weakens our ability to create a cohesive, long-term security strategy that
upholds our democratic integrity.

« I8 gl gAY Tahale 3 Erefariforas & ToThfer STre) & &TH e &l FHSR X 8, fored
AN Aiehdifa WS T JHaT T 8|

Security Beyond Partisan Interests

gererd feal & WX ISy AT

» Terrorism demands a decisive and coordinated response, not quick actions influenced by
party ideologies.

« TAHAIG T THAT FLA & ToIT fAvTRIS 3R gHfFaa afafrar S §, 7 [ geoera Rereamrrat
T AT caRd Aot

» Key areas like counter-terrorism, diplomacy, and intelligence reforms require collective
decision-making and strategic foresight.
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- Tcisharg e Fiarg, Feafa 3R givar gur S8 &t & aefes vty 3k woEifas qrgfte
T ITTLISHAT &

* National security is too important to be limited by party lines — it must transcend
ideological divides.

« TSI FR&TT St Hecaqul & fob 38 aret Hemait e WA 8T fovam 51 Fehell — 38
fraRuRIeA® AdaEl & R Q=1 TR

Historical Lessons of Bipartisanship

gfagena ggaer ¥ faa efagfas gew

* During the Kargil conflict in 1999, despite political differences, BJP and Congress stood
united for the nation’s defence.

» 1999 & HRIAT & & SR, Tl ek HANET & STaelg, HTerdT 3R HIAF o Tsg HT @l & forw

TeholC BIehY eI foha|

» Congress President Sonia Gandhi supported the military response, praising the bravery
and sacrifice of Indian soldiers.

- HIAY Ireget Wfaar e & Ao HRars 1 FAY fhar 3R dRd At 6 aerglt sk
afogIe I TgAT T |

* In 2016, during the surgical strikes after the Uri attack, the action had clear messaging and
received nationwide political support.

+ 2016 # 33 gAA F SI¢ ThT T Wit T H TISC WS AT 31T 3R 3T WY Toreifaren gat
& gHdA AT

Global Examples of Bipartisanship in National Crises

ISET Thel H gfageT HgAer & 3Raw 3greor

« After the September 11 attacks in the United States, both major parties worked together for
a coordinated anti-terror response.

» HYFA TS IHARFT H 11 RdaR & goral & a1, aell Y@ gal o (Ao gafrad sTdwar
el wfafowar & fore s o

* In New Zealand, after the 2019 Christchurch mosque attack, PM Jacinda Ardern led
bipartisan efforts to reform gun laws, gaining cross-party support.

- 7gaitels H 2019 & FIFECTS ARTSIG §HA & Fle;, TUTAHA AT AT o dgF Flefell 7 FUR &
fore gfaeear yarw fhe, 5 Qxat wa@ gt 1 JHd= &
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* Following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, countries in Western Europe displayed bipartisan
unity in supporting military aid to Ukraine and imposing sanctions on Russia.

* TH G@RT Yool T ATHAT & a7, TRl JUNT Gt o oot 1 Vo7 Weraan 3R &7 T wfaeer
ST 3 gfagel T fRwrg |

 Even traditionally neutral nations like Sweden and Finland joined NATO, backed by a broad
political consensus.

- IgT e o Tliset 3 fhetels S qRaRe geeyr 32t ¥ off NATO & anfer @1 &1 v for,
58 faeqa Trerelifas warder gre o)

The Greys are now Blacks and Whites

3T AT T FTel 3 Thg A ager v g

» These examples show how nations can unite during crises to prioritise security, unity, and
effective action, despite political differences.

- ¥ 3ETER0T fe@Td € o Tt #Adstal & aTacie, Hehe & HHT TS &, Tahar AR gemh
FIEATE FT TTATHEAT o1 & foIT vahole g Tt £ |

* The article questions whether the Pahalgam incident and its aftermath should be treated
differently.

« I T YT 33TdT & Toh AT UGH H "1 3K 3% a1¢ H aRTEATIAT &Y 376191 IRE J QT
ST g T?

A Shared Indian Foreign Policy
T TSAT ARG facer Aife

* Upon becoming Chairman of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on External Affairs,
the author said there is only Indian foreign policy and not that of individual parties like
Congress or BJP.

- T TR IR (RAder A« F eTaT o7t W WH of Fgl [ hao ARG fager Afy
BIdT &, o o5 S I1 A1eraT i 37e791-370197 fager Shfaar|

* The writer recalls 1994, when Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao chose Opposition
Leader A.B. Vajpayee to lead India’s delegation to Geneva to counter Pakistan’s claims on
Kashmir.

« GH Y 1994 FY g TeaAT TTe, 3T & I Terar#dan It Y. a7 g & @9er & a4 3reo fagdh
Tt &l FRAR Heg W IIRET & 5[S &I STa1d & & forv faatar 7 #Rd & wfafAfREse &
AJcd T o oI e
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* Congress Minister Salman Khurshid was made Vajpayee’s deputy, showing bipartisan
unity.

- F1 F7A oA geifg 1 arerdt #1 surewst SR T, e gelr vehar s &

» Vajpayee later recalled how this confused the Pakistani establishment, who saw an
opposition leader defending the country at such a global forum.

« 9T, H oAt & 1 foRam b fohd g IIfehedT=l) AT 997 3 o1 & 830+ 2T foF U faaed aar
o 3ol HgcaqUT H I &2 T T&T 1QT|

* He called it part of India’s “vichitra loktantra” — chaotic but miraculous and effective.
« 3o5iel 38 WRA & “FaferT Saaa” &1 FEar aarn — S Ireaaieyd gl & Sdsje aochrt 3R
AT |

Polarisation in Indian Politics

AT TrsTeiifer & egeferTor

» Such examples of unity have not been repeated in the last three decades, as politics has
become more bitter and polarised.

* SH FHR T TahdT &I TS el dfiet gerdt 7 Q1gwrs 7eT 18, arifeh Taietifer 31K 31w g 3ilx
yfiFa gl S B

» There is a lack of mutual respect and friendship between the ruling party and Opposition
today.

« 37157 WATRG & X faueT & o 3ot g 3tk fA=ar & 4 8

* In a democracy, both sides are expected to believe the other is equally committed to
national interest, even if their methods differ.

« liehc ™ 7 aleAl 9&il & Tg 39T & STt & o 3 ATl o g vat off wediyr el & wfey ¥ v @
yfaaegy &, #7et €1 37 aliel 3 3T &1l

* However, this understanding has been replaced by bitter polarisation.

« et Ig THS 319 Hg YAFIOT A Feel IS B

» The Overton Window — what is considered politically acceptable — has shifted towards
resentment and vengefulness.

« 3T e — S Tofa J TR AT ST § — 379 ARTere 3R gfaener v 3R s = g

» Social media plays a key role in spreading divisive discourse, helping political actors gain
from polarisation.

« grerer #fSAT A RsaHERY fawet 1 e 7 Agcayqut sifAe fFes §, fored erefas amr
31T ST &7
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* As a result, the political atmosphere has become black and white, eliminating nuance and
middle ground.

* SHHT TR T E31T & & Tt e Frgher R el 31 The & serel 14T €, 76T e 3
HeleT T ST9TE e I g

Impact on Security Discourse
&I 9T faarel @y

e Security discussions have now turned into blame games, instead of addressing
strategic needs.

o 319 GU&T W TEATY ac e 0T T SHTaeTHcT & T SR 7 5o 913 3|

e India’'s complex ties with Pakistan demand clarity, especially in condemning terror.

o R & IfHREAT & AT SAfeer Taet & AT Ardwarg 1 fAeT & Aer 3 FTasedr
3T g

e There should be no confusion between national security and political point-scoring.

o TSR AT 3R AT AT 3oTet & 1<l FIS 7 g1 gloll AN

e Aunified national response to terror is essential, as internal division emboldens the
enemy.

o 3TcTeh & TQETh T Tehole IS WiAfshaT 3maeae &, ifeh srafter fasister & qeset &t
giger sear gl

o Inflammatory rhetoric may help politically but does not serve the national interest.
o 3FHUTT H TSI T ol &1 UsTeilfcieh olTeT &, oifche] SEX IS T T Aar AT gl
o India must act as a responsible power, putting national unity before party interests.

o AR & T FAGR AP & T & H1 AT A0 3R ITSAT vahdT 7 arét fal T FoR
TG A1fgv|

Need for a Non-Partisan Security Doctrine

AR-gararcl FRam Aeura A sraegwar

* India requires a national security doctrine that is not influenced by election cycles.

« 9Tl Y Teh AT IS FRaTT FAGHTe TR T St Fearelt wehl & yonifad =1 8|

« It must focus on counter-terrorism, intelligence-sharing, and strategic deterrence.

« Ig ATaFare farer, Givar arsierl, 3T Iorfas gfaie w e g @ifiul

* Such policies must not become tools of political one-upmanship.

« 0 Afaat F gefad gfaeaat w1 R FET g9 S @Rl
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* Defence, homeland security, regional strategy, and diplomacy should be developed with
bipartisan consensus.

« T&TT, TR &, & Efa, 3R geaifa #F gelfar weafa & fasfad fhar s amfge|

» These should remain consistent, regardless of which party is in power.

« 3 fEt 587 R R 7 Y @ & S & aef § — 5o g e iRl

Statesmanship over Populism

NFRTAT AT, TT-Hiere Y AT IFAT

* True political leadership requires statesmanship, not populism.

« G TSleil{cleh Aiccd o ToIT AsT-lerer =MRT, o o shael AR I

* Clarity must be prioritised over chaos.

« CYGELT & ol TISEAT Y UTATHGAT &) ST+ T1RT|

* Protecting India’s security is a collective responsibility, not a matter of party politics.

« TR Y FI&TT T 6T T W e §, 7 fF dhaer ardt Terhifer 1 faw |

* In times of crisis, bipartisanship should not just be a slogan but be seen in action.

« e & TAY ST ThdT (A% UF ART 8] dfodh HH & fe@rs = aifigv)

* A secure, stable, and resilient India depends on mature politics and unity.

- T FfEra, Foer aikt water s 1 fsTor afituera gerehfer i vt ) AR A B
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GS Paper lII: Disaster Managemenl

Old and unsafe

Cities must undertake fire safety audit
for their old buildings

ixing history, tradition and commerce,
M the old city neighbourhoods of India’s

metropolises have a unique vibrancy,
colour and feel. Some of the hardiest entrepre-
neurs, talented craftsmen and canny businesspe-
ople have set shop there, along with the working
classes, that help turn the wheels of the econo-
my. These neighbourhoods are home to narrow
lanes, crumbling commercial structures, and pi-
geon holes that serve as residences. Packed with
people, these bustling neighbourhoods create
well-knit communities too. Built well before mod-
ern fire safety norms evolved, most of these
buildings are also major fire hazards. A stone’s
throw away from the Charminar in Hyderabad, a
building in Gulzar Houz housed a large joint fami-
ly engaged in the jewellery business from the
time of the Nizam, as well as several shops. As is
common in old cities, a tunnel-like entrance near
the shops led to a passage and then a courtyard
around which there were shops on the ground
floor and living areas above. A skylight above the
courtyard permitted light, but no air. On Sunday
morning, a fire devastated the family killing 17,
eight of them children. There was only one stair-
case to the living areas, a common feature in such
accidents. A few seconds of inhaling smoke can
trigger panic. Brain death happens in a few mi-
nutes. The dead had literally no means of escape
once the fire took over the narrow passage. Pho-
tographs taken hours after the blaze was put out
still showed smoke obscuring the insides.

Gulzar Houz-type buildings are a common
sight across India’s inner cities, and are standing
fire hazards. In Hyderabad, the street was wide
enough for firefighters to access but that is not
the case elsewhere. A fire safety audit would esta-
blish key deficiencies of each building and per-
haps suggest solutions. But there are millions of
such buildings and this would be a humongous
task. Communities can be engaged by city plan-
ners to create awareness and promote safety. Too
often, a building is built for a certain electric
load, and over time, the load increases multi-fold
with air-conditioners becoming must-haves. Fire
safety takes a hit right there. Creating more ac-
cess and exit points and training residents to es-
cape fires are eventually the most effective fire sa-
fety measures. Each neighbourhood could have
volunteer fire champions who would advocate
for fire safety. While policy and government ac-
tion can initiate change, communities will have to
be in the forefront of ensuring fire safety.

SeTETE Y 31T Y geAT

Old and Unsafe: On the Hyderabad Fire
QT 3R 3R dexane i T 9

o Cities must undertake fire safety audit for their old
buildings
o AB I YT Rl SARI oh foIT 3TIeT FI&T HifSe e

afew

* Old city neighbourhoods in India’s metropolises blend history,
tradition, and commerce, creating a unique vibrancy.

» 9T & FETTIRI & YU AN & FAlgeo! gfagr, Tawr 3R
SR FI AR T 37 Shiadar g1 8

» These areas are home to entrepreneurs, craftsmen, and
working classes who drive the economy.

- 3 819 35ATAN, RIeTsRT 3R FraAersit a3 1 e & i
3T H A & &

» The neighbourhoods feature narrow lanes, crumbling
buildings, and small living spaces.

g &1
* Despite their overcrowding, these areas foster closely-knit
communities.

-a?qmaﬁgmasamag,ﬁmmﬁgﬁgémaﬁ
Jerared 81

* Most buildings were built before modern fire safety norms
and are now major fire hazards.

- JTRrehier SHRC Jmerfarer 3rfeer GRam At & gger oot A R
31« T 39T T AT 57 IS

Hyderabad Fire Incident

* Near Charminar in Hyderabad, a building in Gulzar Houz housed a joint family in the
jewellery business since the Nizam era, along with several shops.
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- BeaTE H ARHR & 91 U TR IS 1 Toh SARA # A & 67 O 30T sgaany &
oIl Uk §gFT IRER 3R $3S g o

* Atunnel-like entrance led to a courtyard, surrounded by ground-floor shops and upper-level
residences.

* Ueh G S TARMEER Teh ATt BT 3R o STl T, foiereh wRt 3R A gehred 3R SR 311 3|

* A skylight allowed light into the courtyard, but no ventilation for air.

« Teh FYT Y MUY 3779717 F Tamrer a1l oY, oifehet gar & forw :1¢ fawra 787 2m)

* On Sunday morning, a fire killed 17 people, including 8 children.

- IAAR Gag, 3T F 17 1 AR 10, Toied 8 qer anfde 3|

» The building had only one staircase to reach the residential area, a common factor in such
tragedies.

* SARE # U TG=1 B 59T R Tgaat o TIT horel wah HNY 2, iy Ot wraferay o 3t eic 81

* Smoke inhalation can cause panic in seconds and brain death in minutes.

« YU HT WH F ST S ¢ Qehs A Taige 3R $o 8 el # Af¥ass 7o o1 HROT 5o Fohell &

* Victims had no escape route once the fire reached the narrow passage.

-m%ﬂﬁmﬁ%@ﬁ%mﬁ%ﬁ%waﬁémnﬁaﬁml

» Hours after the blaze, smoke was still seen inside the building.

* 31T 3T & s ©e TG o SHNA & ST 3T @ a1

General Condition of Similar Buildings Across India

T HT A VAl gARG! T AT Fufa

+ Buildings like the one in Gulzar Houz are common in inner-city areas and are fire hazards.

* IASTR EIST SIET SHARC et & el germent 37 37737 § 31N 3mer &1 @A 1

* In Hyderabad, firefighters could access the street, but that is not always possible in other
cities.

-Wﬁmmmq@%w,aﬁmm%ﬁﬁmgﬁwmaﬁml

* A fire safety audit can identify key deficiencies and suggest solutions.
« Ueh 3T3eT FR&T ST Y@ FHIAAT I qgaret 2 Tohell § 3R TATTT ST Hehell o |

* However, conducting such audits for millions of buildings is a huge task.

- AfeheT Tl FARET o fT X 33 HTe Ueh g 731 F14 2|
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« City planners can engage local communities to raise awareness and promote fire safety.

« e AT T FHETAT Y SNFF STREehell SeT Hebcl & IR IHTIeT FI&TT Y FTaT & Hehcl & |

Key Challenges and Solutions

HET ottt 3R gameme

* Many buildings were constructed for a specific electric load, but over time the load increased
significantly due to devices like air-conditioners.

- %3 $ARA iR fagga d1s & fov s of, dfthe THT & G TR FIRE S 3TN &
ROT IS TgT 5 1T

* This increased load compromises fire safety significantly.

« T T3T 3T oS fFeT e i e w0 & wenfad F<an §

* Creating additional access and exit points and training residents in fire escape methods
are most effective safety measures.

- Jrfafara vaer sik e figai @1 Fator sik Sarfaat &1 smer @ a9 & alet 7 gRifEa wer
Y T F&T 39T & |

* Every neighbourhood could have volunteer fire champions who promote fire safety
awareness.

« 9 Higeo H Faa@a e guam yfafaftr g geva & S 31fFer geam smrewar &1 serar 4|

* While policy and government action are crucial, community involvement is essential for
real safety.

« ST afifer IR TR FIAATE 3R §, TET WG T AR 3 FL&T & forw Sl B
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Getting the ‘micropicture’ at the panchayat level

S Paper |I: Local Bodies

the buzzword for the government for quite

some time now. However, the extent of
data-based decision-making in practice remains
an open question.

Critics point to the delay in conducting Census
operations and releasing Census data to
researchers. They also highlight the other surveys
carried out by the government and/or the change
in methodology, thereby making the availability
of time series data difficult, as obstacles to
overcome in evidence-based decision-making at
all levels of government. But government officials
point to the availability of mammoth data in the
portals of different Ministries and also the
National Data Sharing and Accessibility Policy
(NDSAP), 2012 of the Government of India. This
policy intended to make non-sensitive
government data available to the public in an
open, accessible, and reusable format
(https://data.gov.in).

However, researchers complain that the data
made available are not in a format which can be
easily understood by the public or elected
representatives. Citizens and even trained
researchers feel overwhelmed by the voluminous
data. Data visualisation tools on
https://data.gov.in as well as other government
portals are relatively under-developed. Data
analytics leaves a lot to be desired. Consequently,
decisions continue to be made based on
experience and/or the intuitions of Ministers and
senior bureaucrats at the Union and State levels.

E vidence-based decision-making has been

Data generation and use

At the grassroots level — the gram panchayats,
blocks and districts — data are only generated and
fed into the system for use by senior officials at
the State and national headquarters. Generally,
portals are designed to meet the requirements of
the heads of departments and secretaries and
certainly not of government functionaries and
elected representatives at the district, block or
gram panchayat levels. Thus, we always get the
‘mega picture’ and not the ‘micro picture’. Data
at the gram panchayat level gets linked to a
household and family and so becomes difficult to
ignore if presented in an easily understandable
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The PAI portal
can become a
useful tool for
officials of line
departments
and help local
and State
governments

Getting the ‘Micropicture’
YA F¥ W HEH o wree et

form to residents.

On the PAI

It is in this context that the magnitude of the work
that has gone into the making of Panchayat
Advancement Index (PAI) Baseline Report
2022-23 (officially released in April 2025 by the
Ministry of Panchayati Raj) needs to be
understood. PAT is a composite Index and has
been compiled based on 435 unique local
Indicators (331 mandatory and 104 optional) with
566 unique data points across nine themes of
LSDGs (Localization of Sustainable Development
Goals) aligned with the National Indicator
Framework (NIF) of the Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation. Validated data
relating to over 2.16 lakh gram panchayats have
been analysed and presented in a form where
even a sarpanch or ward member can
understand (with some support) not only where
their GP stands in relation to the nine LSDGs but
also what needs to be done to achieve them. Data
relating to a little over 11,000 GPs were not
included in PAI as they could not be validated as
in laid down procedure. While 25 States/Union
Territories provided validated data of almost
100%GPs, it is a matter of serious concern that
Uttar Pradesh provided dara for only 23,207 GPs
(40%) out of its 57,702 GPs. This omission raises
serious questions about the state of development
in U.P. The PAI portal (www.pai.gov.in) can serve
as a useful tool for officials of line departments. A
constituency-wise report generation facility can
prove very useful for even Members of
Parliament and Members of the Legislative
Assembly if they wish to make a specific
intervention in respect of any LSDG.

It is a dramatic shift that data have now been
linked to outcome. For instance, is the GP really a
healthy panchayat? Based on the scores of GP on
Healthy Panchayat indicators, gaps can now be
easily identified and plugged in a short period.
Further, the role of all stakeholders such as the
individual, community, elected representatives
and frontline workers of the health department
would also suggest themselves. Excellent
coordination between the frontline workers of
development departments such as rural

development, panchayati raj, education, health,
drinking water and elected panchayat
representatives and civil society organisations
(CSOs) is seen as a very important factor in the
performance of GPs on PAIL

It would be ideal if over 4,000 institutions
linked with the Unnat Bharat Abhiyan undertake
a study of at least five gram panchayats in their
vicinity and explain to the community the
implications of their PAI score and what could be
done by them to improve their score.
Hand-holding of GPs by these institutions and
CS0s would go a long way in supplementing the
role of departmental officials and attaining the
SDGs. The PAI score card also has implications for
how corporate social responsibility funds, the
Prime Minister’s Mineral Area Fund administered
by the District Mineral Foundation (DMF),
Members of Parliament Local Area Development
Scheme (MPLADS) and Member of Legislative
Assembly Local Area Development Scheme
(MLALAD) among others can be used for
realisation of SDGs by 2030.

Need for analysts

There is an urgent need to provide trained data
analysts at the block and district panchayat levels
who can prepare and provide regular report
cards for various stakeholders. More than the
Union Government, PAI can be a gamechanger
for State and local governments. A Similar
Achievement Index should also be formulated for
urban local governments. A baseline PAI report
should be followed by publications of reports at
regular intervals especially after the difficult
groundwork has been done.

PAI is much more than a ranking of GPs,
Districts or States. It is a call for action. GPs faring
poorly are in need of support. We need to not
only understand where funds are going or how
they are being used (or misused). We need to use
the latest data visualisation tools to make all
stakeholders understand their critical role and
ensure that the goal of making India march
forward on the path of development becomes a
reality.

The views expressed are personal

at the Panchayat Level

- Critics highlight the delay in conducting the Census and releasing
Census data as obstacles to evidence-based decision-making at all
levels of government.

o 3ol SFAAMOTAT 3T STAITAT 3T FART FIA 7 3 Y T TR W) A@187-
e fAoia-fAaATor & e aen & w7 &7 d@a

* They also point to changes in survey methodology and other government surveys that hinder
the availability of consistent time series data.
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- 3 FAaToT YT & SeoTd 3R 3T TIHRY TARTUN bl WHT ST ST T STTSEIT A &T4T Tl
gl

» Government officials counter this by pointing to the large volume of data available on various
Ministry portals and the National Data Sharing and Accessibility Policy (NDSAP), 2012.

« THRT AR fAfHe=T FAATeAT & éar 3R TSR et FrsrrIor 3R sfFereaar HAify
(NDSAP), 2012 3 3Uclst Tl 3T &Y 3HAT 3K Al & |

* This policy aims to make non-sensitive government data available in an open, accessible,
and reusable format to the public.

« Ig i IraagaTefier FIHRY ST 1 gAY, GasT IR T AT TRRT F STelcl hl STty el
qET @ g

Challenges in Public Accessibility and Use

» Researchers and citizens find the available data difficult to interpret due to its volume and
complexity.

- aerRan3tt 3R AR 1 3e7 1 A7 3R Sfeedar & FRUT 3T GHSAAT ST JTorar &

 Even trained researchers often feel overwhelmed by the amount of data provided.

- IgT e foh URATEIT Averenclt off 3eT Y 3rfarar & e T o &

» Data visualisation tools on government portals like data.gov.in are still under-developed,
and data analytics are insufficient.

+ data.gov.in S EXHRT AiEal W 32T fagaramserere gow 37t ot 3raatee § 3R Ser faeayor &y
Rufa sy FAeR 8

* As a result, decisions are still often based on the experience or intuition of ministers and
bureaucrats.

« aRoTFETR, fAoTr e off 3R AR 3R Aeegt o srepera A s ) MR @ E

Data Generation at the Grassroots

STHIAT TG 9T 3T F1 FAHATOT

* At gram panchayat, block, and district levels, data is collected mainly for use by senior
officials at the State and national level.

« TTH A1, Salieh 3R e T W ST 77 &9 @ Uo7 3R T w1 & afiss sftwiar s
39T & TIT T Far Sirar §1
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* Most portals are designed to cater to the needs of department heads and secretaries, not
local-level functionaries or elected representatives.

« TR Gic e fsmeameaedt it gREt Hr 3maegsan3it & e FH W AT AT §, T F
T SR FEEt a1 feiRa vt oo

*» Therefore, the available data gives us only the 'mega picture’, and not the 'micro picture'.

* SHTOIT, 3Tl ST §H hdol ‘T3 AFAR &l &, o [ "FEH €A |

* At the gram panchayat level, data is closely tied to households and families, and thus can’t
be ignored if made easily understandable for residents.

« ATH A T 0T 37 e aRarT A e= & 37 81 8, ST 3R 58 3w @ aHste 39T
FATIT ST Al S SASRIICIS wAgT [T ST HeheT|

Panchayat Advancement Index (PAI)
YT 3ot o gaHTH (PAI)

e The PAI Baseline Report 2022-23 was officially released in April 2025 by the Ministry
of Panchayati Raj.

PA| dFegsT RAE 2022-23 I 3r8er 2025 H YaTIc ISt AATAT GaRT USRS T &
SR TR arm|

e PAlis acomposite index built using 435 unique local indicators (331 mandatory and
104 optional) with 566 unique data points.

o PAI U& AT YIHF ¢ il 435 TUTHT Hhaai (331 fAard 31 104 d=feass) 311 566
faflrse et Rigsit & 3R R SR fohar s g

e These indicators are aligned with nine themes of LSDGs (Localization of Sustainable
Development Goals) and the National Indicator Framework (NIF).

o I Hhde TATN fasrr Tt & FUTAREIOT (LSDGs) & 9 At 3K wedr yawis e
(NIF) & 377%9 &

e Data from over 2.16 lakh gram panchayats was analysed and presented in a format
understandable even to a sarpanch or ward member (with some support).

o 2.16 AT & HAF AN GARIGT & SeT T [ALAVOT fohar Irm AR 38 58 oRe T fonar I
oF TXaT a1 918 WeTy §Y (WS TErIAT /) 3 THSH Th|

e However, data from over 11,000 GPs were excluded due to lack of validation.

o gTolifeh, 11,000 ¥ 3718 ATH T=ATAGT T ST ATSIAT & 373719 H AT 767 fovam arm=m|

e 25 States/UTs provided validated data for nearly 100% GPs, while Uttar Pradesh gave
data for only 23,207 GPs (40%) out of its 57,702 GPs.

o 25 TV /Fgeanfla gt o 9STeT 100% ATH TaTIal T AT SeT 3TcTed] FIIT, STaih
3T Y& o 3791 57,702 GPs H & shdel 23,207 (40%) T 3T feam|
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e This omission from Uttar Pradesh raises serious concerns about its development
status.

o IR YU T TE Y 38 fashre Y fPufa ox 918X Farer 3arch 81

e The PAI portal (www.pai.gov.in) can be a valuable tool for line department officials,
and it also provides constituency-wise report generation.

o PAI 9 (www.pai.gov.in) TSt fasmat & sftemRat & forw Aeaare 3usor a7 g g,
3R 7g faatereT &-ar RarE fasfor & giawr sf ar g

e This feature is helpful for MPs and MLAs who want to target specific LSDG
interventions.

e g gien 3o wiwat 3 faremret & fow 3uiel & S el fafse LSDG gwasia oX earet
G A6 &

Outcome-Based Decision-Making

gRome-3menRa fAvia-A#Tor

e A key shift is that data is now linked to outcomes.
Teh Ay IRadsT g ¢ & 31 Ser i aRomsT & st a4 1

e Forinstance, the health status of a gram panchayat can be measured using Healthy
Panchayat indicators, and gaps can be addressed quickly.

3CTE]0T & forw, fonddl e Jamad &hr Fareey fufa &I Healthy Panchayat Hehdei &

TR WX AT ST HehT ¢ 3R FRAAT 1 STog € g v 51 dar g

e It also highlights the role of individuals, communities, elected representatives, and
health frontline workers.

o I i), waerl, fFEifaa ufafafat i wareer fsmr & sfier 9fFa & st
Y 7P T o YT YT B

e Strong coordination between departments like rural development, education,
panchayati raj, health, drinking water, and civil society organisations (CSOs) is
essential.

o rHEYUT faeTw, f8TT, gAY WS, TARERY, YASTd 3R AR AT a1 (CSOs) & S
HoI HHATAT 1 STEY AAT a7 & |

e Such coordination significantly improves the performance of gram panchayats on the
PAL.

o 3 YPR B TH-aT PAI T ATH YT & Y& Pl Seall@eil g ¥ I Sgd< dATcT ¢ |

Call for Community Engagement through Unnat Bharat Abhiyan
SeeTd SR ATHATT F ATCTH | AT A FEeA1Trar T JearT

e |twould be ideal if over 4,000 institutions linked with the Unnat Bharat Abhiyan
undertake a study of at least five gram panchayats in their vicinity.
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o I MG BN AT Ieeict TR S THAT T S5 4,000 F 31T0a HEATC = 3TAIH & HH7
HH 9T ATH TATIAT &7 3T TeT H |

e These institutions should explain to the community the implications of their PAl score
and suggest what can be done to improve it.

o U HEAUTT HHAGH FI 3eTeh PAI TR o THIT FHASAT 3R 3¢ TR R & 3UT qcrd |

e Hand-holding of GPs by these institutions and civil society organisations (CSOs)
would significantly supplement the role of departmental officials and help in
achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGSs).

o 3o TEUTIT IR AR AraTEd WersAt (CSOs) GaRT IMH Taradl T AFGe fasmei
HTRAFTRIT Y $fAHT hY T FATEI 3R SDGs T TIfeeT 7 GgrIeh gram|

e The PAI score card also influences how funds like Corporate Social Responsibility
(CSR), Prime Minister’s Mineral Area Fund (administered by District Mineral
Foundation - DMF), MPLADS, and MLALAD can be used to achieve SDGs by 2030.

o PAITHR &S Ig 3T g2iar § o RuRe aere Reui=afafad (CSR), war=#= @fast &
A, DMF, "iee T &7 R As=r (MPLADS) 3R e v & Qe
AT (MLALAD) ST fATET &7 39911 2030 & SDGs I 9Tod et H ol fohaT ST
HehT &

Need for Analysts
vl $r sraegwan

e There is an urgent need to provide trained data analysts at block and district
panchayat levels to prepare and provide regular report cards for stakeholders.

o IS IR e Tad TR X IR 3eT Rdwes! FI rcaraeas 3aeasdr & i
et & faw fagfAe Ralé #1é G &Y 3R s 1|

¢ More than the Union Government, PAI can be a gamechanger for State and local
governments.

o PAIl, g THR § 310, Ts 3R Ty a&RT & fav wRadasi aifea & awar ¥

e A Similar Achievement Index should be developed for urban local governments as
well.

o Rl T AT & fow o v AT SUafer Yawia AR fHar Ser @iigvl

» A baseline PAI report should be followed by regular publications of updated reports,
especially after the initial groundwork is completed.

« PAI &Y 3mured R & a1g i Reet 1 yamert glar @ifge, faRve sia arfds s qu
gl STy
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PAI: A Call for Action, Not Just Ranking
PAl: ae e 781, v FF &7 3TEaE

* PAlis much more than just a ranking of Gram Panchayats (GPs), districts, or states. Itis
a call for action.

« PAI, Shdel ITH Y=l fora) a1 T=at iy I 781 §, I F3aE & v v 3reae ¢

» GPs faring poorly in the PAI require immediate support.
* PAI # @IS Y& &1 aTell AT TaTal Y g HETIaT T 3TaRdeha &

* It is necessary to go beyond understanding fund flows and their usage/misuse.

« IE THASTAT TATCA T & 19 B8 Fgl 1 1§ § I IeTanT 3Aer a1 goiar 3 8 T 2|

* We must use modern data visualisation tools to help all stakeholders understand their
critical role.

- 51 3y fors 32T RIgpaTegoIreT SUHIUIT T 3TN S T TRl A1 335 Ageaqut syfaem
AT AT

* This is essential to ensure India progresses on the path of development.

- Ig GiATREd it & AU 3maeaes ¢ foh 3R R & AR 9 3w 93|
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[GS Paper II: Freedom of S&E |

Thought police

A professor’s arrest for posts points
to misuse of law against dissent

n an unconscionable act, a professor of pol-
l itical science at Ashoka University, Ali Khan

Mahmudabad, was arrested on Sunday by
the Haryana Police after two separate first infor-
mation reports (FIR) were registered against him
in Sonipat. These FIRs were over his social media
posts in connection with Operation Sindoor. The
first message analysed the strategic reasons for
India’s Operation Sindoor as it had to tackle a Pa-
kistan regime — led by the military — that has
sought to hide behind non-state actors while pro-
moting terror in India. It also noted how the em-
panelment of Muslim military officers in India’s
press briefings showcased the pluralist vision of
the country, even though this was in contrast
with the communal reality that Muslims face in
many parts of India in recent years. The second
post condemned the “blind bloodlust for war” by
some netizens following the ceasefire, while ar-
guing that only the world’s military-industrial
complex benefited from war and that both Hindu
and Islamic scriptures emphasised that patience
and restraint are virtues in conflict. There is noth-
ing objectionable in his posts that were lucid and
patriotic calls for an inclusive India and evinced
an understanding that India has been forced to
target terror-hubs in Pakistan by removing the
distinction between terrorists and the larger ter-
rorist infrastructure backed by Pakistan’s mili-
tary regime. The Haryana Police’s move was
based on complaints by office-bearers of the Bha-
ratiya Janata Party (BJP)’s Yuva Morcha and the
Haryana State Women Commission Chairperson
Renu Bhatia, which said that the posts were dis-
paraging to women in uniform and attributed
malicious intent to the Indian government. This
is plainly false, and there should have been little
basis for the Haryana Police to have acted on
these complaints, if they had cared to read and
understand the clear messages in the posts.

It is also alarming that the arrests have been
made on charges that are related to endangering
the country’s sovereignty and integrity, and pro-
moting enmity between different groups — akin
to the charges of sedition levelled against dissi-
dents in the recent past. Too often, and very
wrongly, the charge of sedition has been used by
law enforcement agencies across India to quell
dissent and the professor’s travails are sympto-
matic of a pernicious trend in recent years, espe-
cially in States ruled by the BJP. His arrest is also a
reflection of the worsening state of academic
freedoms, where critical understanding and re-
flections in institutes of higher education on the
policies and the actions of the state and govern-
ments have been frowned upon and even crimi-
nalised in some cases. On Monday, the Supreme
Court of India agreed to urgently hear the profes-
sor’s case against his arrest. The Court must reit-
erate the importance of the freedom of expres-
sion and come down heavily on law enforcement
agencies that misuse powers to slap serious
charges related to sedition, on frivolous grounds.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Thought Police: On a Professor’s Arrest

e gfaw: o 9ibha F fArrarl W

« A professor of political science at Ashoka
University, Ali Khan Mahmudabad, was arrested by
the Haryana Police on Sunday after two FIRs were
registered in Sonipat over his social media posts
related to Operation Sindoor.

« 3T FeafagETery #F o faemmer & e areh
Tl AFGTaTE 1 UAaR HY gRATom gfaw o svoere
Ry ¥ waftra atere Aifsar oive & faw diva # a
W fAdY gof gl & a1 FPRFaR R

* The first post analysed India’s Operation Sindoor, stating that
India had to act against a Pakistan regime that uses non-state
actors to promote terror.

« Igell GFe H R & Jraveret R 1 fazeror faam ara, forast a1
T {6 TR & 3T $heltet F fT -7 deal FT STAAT et aTer
IR T ATHT & W ATh FIETS FIEAT T2t

¢ It also highlighted how Muslim military officers were included in
press briefings, showcasing India’s pluralist vision, despite
rising communal tensions faced by Muslims in many parts of
India.

- 38 TIeT # Ig #f Fdrm 7 o H8 9w ifther 7 Ao I
iRt 1 enfaver fham aram, fSee $TRd T agerdmard) e i geifar
T, 7o) 1 & & % o A FHAA FY WA qral B @A
ERGIER GRS

* The second post criticised the “blind bloodlust for war” seen
online after the ceasefire, asserting that only the global military-
industrial complex benefits from war.

- g OrEe A FErSTaRTH & e rerel #TSTT o W TS ey $ eh

CATH" T AT 1 378 3R et a1 o Jetr & shaol ARaw Aer-3iem s dv a1 §r amsr grar g
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* It emphasised that both Hindu and Islamic scriptures value patience and restraint
during conflicts.

- OrEe & g SR e aram o g 3 s ot & get o et & aitt werer o1 Fgeaqut apor
HIAT AT B |

* His posts were clear, patriotic, and inclusive, acknowledging that India had to act due to
Pakistan’s military-backed terror infrastructure.

« 37T UIET Fuse, JAfFaqel, R FwTaRd o, S A § o AR it wifeEare i dew Al
T TIGAT & HRUT HRATS FLeAl T3

» Complaints were filed by BJP Yuva Morcha officials and Haryana State Women
Commission Chairperson Renu Bhatia, alleging the posts insulted women in uniform and
accused the government.

» $ITSTOT AT AT & Gerreniar 3R gRAToT AfeT 3T A srewar Yo nfeAT GaRT Riehrad gt
TS IS, TSGH gt 17 o Qieet & adferrdy Afensit #1 3rq#meT fhar 3 SR Y #fiaa o gara
3orT|

* These allegations were baseless and misrepresented the posts, which actually
conveyed thoughtful and nationalistic messages.

» IR Agfare A 3R Gt AT ITeld Tl & Tedd oharm 12T, Siafeh 3 areda & dra-aas 3
ST & o T2 A

* Despite this, the Haryana Police acted on these complaints without properly
interpreting the content of the posts.

* S8 FTdolG, FRATOM YA o 31 Rkl 0 Wi i ATt 1 gt foam € shrlars e &

* The professor has been charged with crimes related to endangering sovereignty,
promoting enmity, and sedition-like offenses.

« SR IX HWHCT 1 Tax # s, affieer aopgh & e quarett ham, 3 Sergle St st
HFCH Gl Tl a7 &

* Such charges have increasingly been used to suppress dissent across India, especially
in BJP-ruled states.

o IR & THHT AT AT T4 7, 3T e & 7T 3RGY &7 STIAT faRET FY gt & v
e A Ter g

* His arrest reflects the declining state of academic freedom, where critique of
government actions by educational institutions is criminalised.

o 3AHT TRFIRY eI Tad=dar & S T 1 AT &, FTaT IhRT Afaat Hr e o
ITYTEr T AT AT
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* The Supreme Court of India has agreed to urgently hear his plea against the arrest.

« 3R & Wafod FATATAT & 3o RREANT & [T Fog Forars #xa W HgAfd STa1s 1

* The Court must defend the right to free expression and take strict action against misuse
of sedition laws.

- FRATerg 1 ATATTF Ay FaATAT T FITOT AT AT IR AARNE FefAl F GEIANIT T F
FIETE ) TRTI
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Understanding India’s relationship with Turkey and Azerbaijan

S Paper II: West Asia

Data suggests that even if an official trade ban is issued against these two nations, India stands to lose little

DATA POINT

Nitika Francis
Sambavi Parthasarathy
Vignesh Radhakrishnan

ollowing Turkiye and Azer-
F baijan’s support for Pakis-

tan after India’s military
confrontation in the wake of the
Pahalgam massacre, many online
travel platforms reported a sharp
spike in cancellations of tour book-
ings to these countries. Many In-
dian tour operators withdrew off-
ers and promotional packages for
trips to Turkiye and Azerbaijan.
On social media, calls to “boycott”
both countries gained traction. In-
stitutions such as IIT Bombay, IIT
Roorkee, and Jawaharlal Nehru
University suspended MoUs with
some Turkish universities.

Data show that the relationship
between Pakistan and Turkiye has
been strengthened by arms trade.
The two countries have also
shown reciprocal support during
past geopolitical standoffs. For in-
stance, Turkiye has backed Pakis-
tan on the Kashmir issue, while Pa-
kistan has supported Turkiye in
disputes related to Cyprus.

Similarly, in 2020, it was with
Turkish backing that Azerbaijan
captured much of the Armenian-
populated enclave from Armenia.
Though Azerbaijan regained full
control of the region in 2023, Tur-
kiye denied any direct involve-
ment in that year’s operation.

Data from the Stockholm Inter-
national Peace Research Institute
(SIPRI) shows that Turkiye has
been exporting arms to Pakistan
since the 1990s. Chart 1 shows
Turkiye’s arms exports to Pakistan
between 1995 and 2023 by catego-
ry and volume. A significant share
of this trade comprised artillery —
defined as naval, fixed, self-pro-
pelled guns, howitzers, and multi-
ple rocket launchers. Pakistan also
received armoured vehicles from
Turkiye, including tanks, ar-
moured cars, and personnel car-
riers.

India has supplied weapons to
Armenia (Chart 2). Most of these
exports comprise surface-to-air
missile systems and a few multiple
rocket launchers. In contrast, SI-
PRI data shows no official arms
transactions between India and
Azerbaijan, or India and Turkiye.

Last week, some Indian trader
associations passed resolutions to
boycott all forms of trade and com-
mercial engagement with Turkiye
and Azerbaijan. However, data
suggests that even if this escalates
into an official trade ban, India
stands to lose little. Crude oil is the
primary import from both coun-
tries, but their combined share in
India’s total crude imports has re-
mained below 1% over the past six
years (Chart 3). In contrast, Azer-
baijan could face a greater impact,
as India was its third largest desti-
nation for crude oil as of 2023.

Another major import from
Turkiye is machinery and mechan-
ical appliances, including nuclear
reactors, boilers, and related
parts. But even in this category,
Turkiye accounts for only about 1%
of India’s total imports (Chart 4).
India remains far more dependent
on countries such as China and
Germany for such equipment.

While calls to boycott Turkiye
and Azerbaijan have led to “mass
cancellations” of travel bookings
from India, data shows that Indian
tourists formed less than 1% of all
tourists to Turkiye in 2024. That
said, the number of Indian visitors
to Turkiye has been rising steadily
in recent years (Chart 5).

In 2023, Indians made up less
than 6% of all tourists in Azerbai-
jan, but this share rose to around
10% in 2024. The boycott calls,
therefore, come at a time when In-
dian travel to both these countries
was on the rise (Chart 6).

The number of Indian students
pursuing higher education in Tur-
key and Azerbaijan has also in-
creased in recent years. In 2017,
the number of Indian students in
these countries was less than 100.
As of January 2024, it increased by
at least seven times (777).

Interests in
conflict

The data for the charts were sourced from SIPRI, the
Lok Sabha, Turkey’s Ministry of Culture and Tourism,
the Azerbaijan Tourism Board, UN Comtrade, the
Ministry of Commerce, and the Azerbaijan State
Statistical Committee

Chart 1: The chart shows Tiirkiye’s arms
exports to Pakistan between 1995 and 2023
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Chart 2: The chart shows India’s weapons
exports to Armenia over the years
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Chart 3: The country-wise share of India’s
imports of crude oil over the six years
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Chart 4: The country-wise share of India’s
imports of nuclear reactors and machinery
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Chart 5: The chart shows the number of tourists from India
and Pakistan to Tiirkiye
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Chart 6: The chart shows the number of tourists from India
and Pakistan to Azerbaijan
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Understanding India’s Relationship with Turkey and

Azerbaijan

R & qehf AR IreRETeT F | et Y GHSAAT

- Following Turkey and Azerbaijan’s support for Pakistan after India’s

military confrontation in the wake of the Pahalgam massacre, many

online travel platforms reported a sharp spike in cancellations of tour
bookings to these countries.
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EaRT GIfHEdT I AHYT of F FROT F§ HAATST oddl TACHIF o 3o 2T
Y I gRFaT F Al F Teraor A RarE $

* Many Indian tour operators withdrew offers and promotional packages for trips to Turkey
and Azerbaijan.

* % AR g AT o Tebl R SIS T AT o foT geara FR gar Faver aroqw o
foe

» On social media, calls to “boycott” both countries gained traction.

« Grere FATSAT 9T St G2 F afgsawr i AT B GAST A= o)

* Institutions such as IIT Bombay, IIT Roorkee, and Jawaharlal Nehru University suspended
MoUs with some Turkish universities.

< IT STFT, [IT TShY 3R STATETATe Ag® fAvafacarey sl HEUTH o Fo& et farafaearerat &
AT AT AT (MoUs) &Y feifaa & feam|

Geopolitical and Military Ties

e Data show that the relationship between Pakistan and Turkey has been strengthened
by arms trade.

3iiehgT A Tl wrefel § o arfarer 3R et & o warer gAY & AR & Foid gU &
e Both countries have supported each other during past geopolitical standoffs.
aleAT 2T o Tg el o dTTSTeil i Cahral oh GNTel Teh-g@R T FHY fhar g
e Turkey has backed Pakistan on the Kashmir issue, while Pakistan has supported
Turkey in disputes related to Cyprus.

el o FAR HeE I TIfkEaTeT 1 GHYA foham &, STafeh arfehecrer = argww fare 7 gt
&1 gHda fhar gl

e In 2020, Turkey supported Azerbaijan in capturing much of the Armenian-populated
enclave from Armenia.

2020 # el o1 ORI I HHAITAATS ITaTdY arer &F 1 3rferar & A F gade
el

e Though Azerbaijan regained full control of the region in 2023, Turkey denied direct
involvement.

o gTolifeh STSSTT o 2023 F & I T =101 yree FX farm, bl o Hem geaeia w3 &
FARK [HAT|
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Arms Trade: India, Turkey, Pakistan, and Armenia

§RAR AR R, i, wifdearer 3 smffaan

* SIPRI data shows that Turkey has been exporting arms to Pakistan since the 1990s.

* SIPRI & 3i&3 fe@rd € o el 1990 F gere & mfdheare 1 AR i < w8

» Major exports include artillery, armoured vehicles, and multiple rocket launchers.

- A& AT 7 QvETeT, FEdaieg e, 3R Tt Ahe dfea? A &

* Pakistan has received tanks, armoured cars, and personnel carriers from Turkey.

* TSRt 1 Johl & e, q&ciieig N, AR HAAT A S ST a1 e 91 §U &l

* In contrast, India has supplied weapons to Armenia, mostly surface-to-air missile
systems and multiple rocket launchers.

- 58 Ao, TRa & I i g 3mqfet it 2, oot 7T §9 @ wag @ g1 A AR F
arell FAATS YotTel 31X TRl ke dfea enfAe £

* No official arms trade exists between India and Turkey or India and Azerbaijan, as per
SIPRI.

* SIPRI & 3THR SR 3R gFT A1 31 3R Jrordar & fi= F1 s s AR s ¢
gl

Impact of Boycott and Trade Relationship

dfigsahR AR AR g94l &1 99T

» Some Indian trader associations passed resolutions to boycott trade and commercial ties
with Turkey and Azerbaijan.

* FT HRAY IR el o gt HR R & Ty AR AR afrfas waut & aftwer
T yEaa gl fev|

* However, data suggests India stands to lose little, even if an official trade ban is enforced.
- grelifeh, 3 Fara § o I anfareRe sarar yfaerer sft s sime, &Y sRa i agd w4
THATe 1T |

* Crude oil is the main import from both countries, but their combined share is below 1% in
India’s total crude oil imports in the past six years.

« QN G2l A HET AT 3 A 2, Aot el 6 Tt & 9 & ool Fed ol HATA H Fofehl
TgFd AT 1% ¥ FA WL
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* In contrast, India was the 3rd largest destination for Azerbaijan’s crude oil in 2023,
indicating greater potential impact on Azerbaijan.

- 3% fAudld, 2023 & R ST F Fed dl BT NG Fa& T37 AT ardeq o1, Fod
SRS W 31 F IH1T 95 AFT ¢ |

» Another major import from Turkey is machinery and mechanical appliances, including
nuclear reactors and boilers, but Turkey accounts for only 1% of India’s total imports in this
category.

» ThT O Ueh 31 9T 3T #MedY 3R ity suahvor §, foeret anfiehrr Rueet 3ik araer
AR &, Afehet 3T AN & R & ool I H T T REAST Farer 1% B

* India relies more on China and Germany for such equipment.

« U 3Ua0T & TIT R = 3 st ox 31fRe e gl

Tourism Trends and Travel Boycott

* Despite calls to boycott, Indian tourists accounted for less than 1% of all tourists to Turkey
in 2024.

» STEShR T A o dTdofg, 2024 # Tt F Fel THeHT & HRAT qdeH! A FEASR 1% & oft Fa7
|

* However, the number of Indian tourists to Turkey has been rising steadily in recent years.

« G, gTeT 35 v 2 e Y ek SRy e Y AT R 78 @ |

* In 2023, Indians formed less than 6% of all tourists to Azerbaijan, but by 2024, this rose to
around 10%.

* 2023 F HIXASATST ST AT FoT GAHT H HRAAT T REW 6% @ F7 AT, olfehet 2024 T T
ST 10% B TS|

* Therefore, boycott calls have come at a time when Indian travel to both countries was
increasing.

« SHTAT, STESHR T AR T FAG 373 § 570 §7 arll G A A ARAT Ir=¢ 7 @ ot

Indian Students in Turkey and Azerbaijan

Tl 31X 3reRESeT 7 R 5

* The number of Indian students in Turkey and Azerbaijan has increased significantly in
recent years.

- Tt AR o= & sl ot A TEAT gTel & It & FI g TE Y
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* [n 2017, the number of Indian students was less than 100.

* 2017 # 3T Q1T H R BTAT T TEAT 100 F Ha A

* As of January 2024, the number increased by at least seven times (777).
« STt 2024 Tk Ig HEIT FF @ FF A A1 (777) 9 915 ¢ |

The ongoing oil price tensions

Global oil demand is approaching a plateau, with the International Energy Agency expecting it to grow only by 0.73% in 2025 despite sharply lower prices. The ‘peak
demand’ theory does not appear as outlandish now as it did two years ago when the Agency predicted that global oil consumption would peak before 2030

amco's oil field in the Empty Quarter, Shaybah, Saudi Arabia, in January 2024. REUTERS
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ust when you had your surfeit of
headlines screaming of blood
and gore, come the drumbeats of
a new contlict. However, in this
new one, the belligerents do not swap
bullets but barrels. Yet, this incipient
conflict is shaping to be a “mother of all
battles™ perhaps with a more universal
impact than the destruction being
wrecked in various corners of the world.
This prognosis may surprise observers
who not only missed the weeks of its
run-up skirmishes but also the bugle of
war, when on May 3, the Organization of
the Petroleum Exporting Countries Plus
(OPEC+) decided to go ahead with a
collective output increase of 4,11,000
barrels per day (bpd) from next month
(June). This was the third month in a row
that the oil cartel decided to raise crude
production, cumulatively undoing the
9,60,000 bpd or nearly half of the 2.2
million bpd “voluntary” output cuts eight
of its members undertook in 2023, to
increase global oil prices in an
oversupplied market. There are hints that
the full 2.2 million bpd cut would be
unwound by October 2025. Though the
announced production rise was less than
half a per cent of global daily production,
the oil market was so jittery that the Brent
crude price plummeted by almost 2% to
$60.23/barrel, the lowest since the
pandemic. It has since recovered to
$65/barrel with support from the
U.S.-China stopgap trade deal and reports
of stalemate in the U.S.-Iran nuclear talks.

Saudi’s strategy

The oil market is still gutted and crude
price is nowhere near the triple dollar
mark that OPEC+ aimed for. Why, then,
has this 23-member producer clique
decided to reverse its tactic from reducing
supplies to raising production? To find the
reasons, we need to deep dive into the oil
market of the post-COVID era.

Despite the expectation of a quick
turnaround, global post-COVID economic
recovery was mostly K-shaped leading to
an anaemic growth in oil demand.
Meanwhile, oil producers were desperate
to ramp up their outputs to make up for
lost revenue. It also did not help that
several new producers, from the Shale
oilers to non-OPEC+ countries, such as
Brazil and Guyana, also wanted a piece of
the shrunken demand. To square the
circle, OPEC+ decided to take a collective
production cut of five million bpd, nearly
10% of its total pre-pandemic output.

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
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‘When even this move did not shore up
the oil price, a further “voluntary” cut of
2.2 million bpd was taken by eight
members. This rope trick also failed to
raise oil prices which continued to slide
downwards.

‘While these processes were ongoing,
Saudi Arabia, OPEC+’s largest producer,
which took nearly three million bpd or
40% of the total production cuts, got
increasingly infuriated by endemic OPEC+
overproducers, such as Kazakhstan, Iraq,
the UAE and Nigeria. The Kingdom, often
called a “swing producer” for its large
spare production capacity, prefers stable
and moderately high oil prices to ensure a
steady oil revenue. However, it has made
exceptions in 1985-86, 1998, 2014-16, and
2020 to pursue a market share chasing
strategy to punish perceived
overproducers. In the past, this market
flooding strategy of Saudi enabled Riyadh
to eventually impose production
discipline among its peers, allowing
prices to return to Riyadh’s desired levels.

Now, when repeated pleas failed to
stop overproducers, and when Saudi
Arabia’s average production fell below
nine million bpd in 2024, its lowest level
since 2011, Rivadh decided to repeat the
playbook: an oil price war in the guise of
accelerated restoration of voluntary
production cuts.

An oversupplied oil market
However, many observers are less
sanguine about the outcome of the Saudi
campaign this time owing to several
unique and different fundamentals. To
begin with, this time the Saudis do not
Thave the usual deep pockets needed to
prevail. The oil market is more
fragmented with large flocks of
freelancing producers. High Capex has
been sunk in ultra-deep offshore fields
and other difficult geographies which
need recovering, even at marginal costs,
to avoid adverse political and economic
consequences. Moreover, the crude

SOURCE: PPAC

exports by major oil producers such as
Russia, Iran and Venezuela are currently
hobbled by U.S. economic sanctions
which may not last long.

‘The global oil demand is approaching a
plateau and the International Energy
Agency (IEA) expects it to grow only by
0.73% in 2025 despite sharply lower
prices. The controversial “peak demand”
theory does not appear as outlandish now
as it did only two years ago when the [EA
predicted that global oil consumption
would peak before 2030. The signs in that
direction are ubiquitous ~ from the global
economic slowdown to the growing
popularity of non-internal combustion
engine vehicles, particularly in China, the
largest oil importer, and growing climate
change mitigation. These pessimistic
projections are likely to be further
compounded by the huge disruption
unleashed by U.S. President Trump's tariff
war, The S&P Global agency lowered its
global GDP forecasts to 2.2% for 2025 and
2.4% for 2026 - historically weak levels
since the 2008-09 recession except for
the pandemic period. The World Trade
Organization recently predicted a 0.2%
annual decline in world trade in 2025
unless other influences intervene. The
aforementioned bearish factors can
create an inelastic situation causing oil
prices to not return to previous levels
even after supply-side impetuses are
reversed.

All this background begets the
question: why has Riyadh picked this
moment to unleash the oil war? To some
observers, the likely rationale lies in a mix
of economic and political factors. To
begin with, faced with the inevitable
long-term prospects of a buyers’ market
for the foreseeable future, Saudi Arabia
may be trying to frontload and maximise
their oil revenue. They may also be
aiming at positioning themselves at the
lower end of the oil price spectrum in
anticipation of sanctions being removed
from Iran, Russia and Venezuela, three of

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

the biggest producers as well as the full
rollout of Mr. Trump’s “Drill, Baby, Drill”
campaign. Last, but not least, the move
was probably intended as a curtain raiser
for President Trump's high-profile state
visit to the Kingdom with Al-Saud wishing
to be seen as heeding Mr. Trump's call for
lower oil prices to help contain U.S.

import tariffs hurting consumers. With
defence guarantees, a nuclear agreement
and over $100 billion in American
‘weapon sales lined up, the Saudis have a
lot to gain from the U.S. President’s
successful visit.

The impact on India

Although the low-intensity oil war may
not hit the headlines the way shooting
wars do, it is arguably far more
consequential. It is particularly true for
India, the world's third-largest crude
importer, which shelled out $137 billion in
2024-25 for crude. India’s crude demand
rose by 3.2% or nearly four times the
global growth. A U.S. study last year
predicted that in 2025, nearly a quarter of
global crude consumption growth would
come from India. Even further down the
line, India’s oil demand is widely
expected to be the single largest driver for
the Jity till 2040. Consequentl
although we may not be a combatant in
the oil war, we have high stakes, with a
one-dollar decline in oil price yielding an
annual saving of roughly $1.5 billion.

While the downward drift of crude
prices in the short run due to the ongoing
“oil war® may be in our interest, the
picture is not entirely linear. Lower oil
revenue hurts our economic interests in
several ways. It causes a general
economic decline of oil exporters which
are among our largest economic partners,
affecting bilateral trade, project exports,
inbound investments and tourism. Lower
crude prices also affect the value of our
refined petroleum exports, often the
largest item in our export basket, and
could push down refinery margins.
Moreover, the lower unit price of oil and
gas reduces our pro rata tax revenues,
The Gulf economies sustain over nine
million of our expatriates, many of whom
may lose their jobs. Their annual
remittances, estimated at over $50 billion,
may suffer, hurting our balance of
payments. [rrespective of the outcome of
the ongoing oil war, unless we find a new
set of drivers to replace hydrocarbons,
the lower synergy may become the “new
normal” across the Arabian Sea.

Mahesh Sachdev, retired Indian
Ambassador, focusses on the Arab world
and oil issues. He is currently president of
Eco-Diplomacy and Strategies, New Delhi.

THE GIST
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On May 3, the Organization of
the Petroleum Exporting
Countries Plus (OPEC+)
decided to go ahead with a
collective output increase of
4,11,000 barrels per day (bpd)
from next month (June).

-

Though the announced
production rise was less than
half a per cent of global daily
production, the oil market was
so jittery that the Brent crude
price plummeted by almost 2%
to $60.23/barrel, the lowest
since the pandemic.

v

Despite the expectation of a
quick turnaround, global
economic recovery was mostly
K-shaped leading to an
anaemic growth in oil demand.
Meanwhile, oil producers were
desperate to ramp up their
outputs to make up for lost
revenue.

The Ongoing Oil Price Tensions

A Hed I ol T ARFH derra

* Global oil demand is nearing a plateau, with the International Energy Agency (IEA)
expecting only 0.73% growth in 2025, even though prices are much lower.

« 3T2geh TTof ATIT Uoh FEUR TAX & 9 &, 3R FaTsET ST wald (IEA) T 351G & Tk 2025 7
I ol 0.73% & T30, STafeh Pl HTh FA & |

* The ‘peak demand’ theory is no longer considered far-fetched as the IEA had earlier predicted
that global oil use would peak before 2030.

« 'Ifrwan AT (NF BATE) F1 AU 319 39T aredides gl o9Tar Fifeh |IEA 9gt I
MW@%%WWWZ%O#WMWWW@WW
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« A New Kind of Conflict Begins
* U AT Y & HEY Y& g1 8

* This new conflict is not about bullets, but about barrels of oil — and it could have a global
impact.

- Ig 717 FuY MIAAT & a7 e F R/ § 3T & — 3R sHePT v11a dRGF TR 1 g7 Fhell B

» Most observers missed the build-up to this conflict, which formally began on May 3 when
OPEC+ announced a production increase of 4,11,000 barrels per day (bpd) from June.

-mrmﬁ%mﬁrﬁmaﬁaﬁa@w,a’rmwﬁ3ﬂéaﬁe§§3ﬂ,srq'
OPEC+ & [T & 4,11,000 et fa f&T (bpd) & 3eq1gsT ggfar T aiwor |

* This was the third consecutive month OPEC+ increased output, rolling back 9,60,000 bpd,
which was nearly half of the 2.2 million bpd voluntary cuts made in 2023.

« U TIMAR FFERT AT AT ST OPEC+ o 3cdTeT S6raT, f[ad 9,60,000 e 9fey &=t (bpd) T
Feldy argg o off 18 — S fF 2023 7 &1 77 2.2 AfAIeT bpd T3 TT® weldY Fr oersrT man
feear am|

* The full 2.2 million bpd cut might be completely undone by October 2025.
» gt 2.2 FAfATeT bpd T el &I 3rFgat 2025 e QU g AT9H T ST Hevell &

» Even though the increase was less than 0.5% of global output, it caused Brent crude to drop
by nearly 2%, reaching $60.23/barrel, the lowest since the pandemic.

« 371 €1 Ig JeiD AfRaes Scurest 1 0.5% W oft Fa7 o, T ot st dfe F3 1 87T 206 TR
$60.23 9far el Y AT — S 7 AR & a1 ¥ 99 FH ¢

* Brent later recovered to $65/barrel due to the U.S.-China trade deal and U.S.-Iran nuclear
deadlock.

- dT1¢ #, U.S.-China TR ¥HSAIT 3 U.S -Iran SRATI] TR & el sic & Shred $65 qfer
&R I a9 3T TS|

Saudi’s Strategy
ST 3T Y oA

* The oil market remains weak, and prices are far from the $100+ mark that OPEC+ wanted.
« ol ST 379 871 FHASIR & 3R AT 3781 8 $100+ & FA & H1hT T &, IS4 OPEC+ grfdrer
AT ITgT AT|

* The shift from cutting supply to increasing production by OPEC+ can be understood by
examining the post-COVID oil market.
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» OPEC+ G@RT 3Tqfet Tee & 3cUTGe aTe1 shl TeAic H Sgelld &l HASTe & felv COVID & a1
F o IR T AT & @ gam|

* The post-pandemic recovery was K-shaped, leading to slow growth in oil demand.

« HETARY & d1¢ 1 31fdes gur K-mﬁgé,%wﬁﬂaﬁrmﬁiﬂ:ﬁqaﬁgél

* At the same time, producers wanted to increase production to recover lost revenue, while
new players like Brazil, Guyana, and Shale oilers also entered the scene.

« T &Y, 3cTeh TSTEd Y $IUTE & o7 SeureeT a1 Tred 2, I sefier, e 31K A 3ifaeR
S AT &er 8 S9IR F 3R 3T

» OPECH+ initially cut 5 million bpd, around 10% of its pre-pandemic output, followed by a
voluntary cut of 2.2 million bpd by eight members.

+ OPEC+ o1 Ugel 5 AT bpd, I AGTARY & Ugel o 3cUIGsT ST I9TeTdT 10% e foham, 3R i
TS WeEg &t o 2.2 fAfA"a bpd Hr wAfas weid firi

* Despite all this, oil prices kept falling.

» 51 3l AT & 1are[g, ool Y e Faedt @i

Saudi’s Response to Overproduction

fA3cUTEsT O A4 3R i gfafwrar

» Saudi Arabia, which cut nearly 3 million bpd (or 40% of total OPEC+ cuts), grew frustrated
with chronic overproducers like Kazakhstan, Iraq, UAE, and Nigeria.

- T34 3R, Toge oferster 3 fATAT bpd (I1 OPEC+ Y Fret kel #1 40%) e wern, a8
FATEEATA, 3, JUS AN ARSIRAT I AR AfA3cuTeeT Fa e St @ ARwer g1 a2

» Saudi Arabia, known as a "swing producer”, prefers stable and moderately high oil prices
for revenue stability.

- F3E1 3R, T "FRGIr IcUTEH" Fgl ST &, TS Y feeRar & forvw Py 3k #avgw 3zw e
AT S IrATHGAT ST 2|

* In the past (1985-86, 1998, 2014-16, 2020), it has used market flooding to discipline
overproducers and regain market share.

« 37T 7 (1985-86, 1998, 2014-16, 2020), T3er 3R o Afa3curgs! &I fAIRT F:a 3R =R
R R O g1fle et & fIT A @ 99T S (AThE FaIf3om) Y 0 3r9ars o |

* As production fell below 9 million bpd in 2024, the lowest since 2011, Riyadh has chosen to
return to its oil price war strategy.
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« ST 2024 H F3ET 3RS & 3Tt 9 FATITT bpd F A Telr 711 — 3t foF 2011 & 91 Gad A
o7 — A9 RATE A T A 319l el Feq JEU T 0T 3r9eTTeT o ot foram|

 This is seen as a retaliatory move to punish overproducers and restore discipline within
OPEC+.

» S8 OPEC+ & #Ic 32T gTel et 3N HFASTUIEHT Y SF3T X b1 e wicreaerens
oA & ®F H QT ST IET B

An Oversupplied Oil Market
a ITeR & e amqfet @ Pufa

* Many observers are less optimistic about Saudi Arabia’s current oil strategy due to new and
unique fundamentals.

» % TAJETh FHAT 3RS T HISIET deT 0TI T oehl FaT HRMTATEY © FiToh SHH FS AT 3R
fRafdrse 3w enfaer g1

» Saudi Arabia currently lacks the deep financial reserves it had during previous price wars.

« 3N 3R & 9T 36 IR o 7ew Jeut 1 v med RAeha wafr 7@ 81

* The oil market is now more fragmented with many freelance producers operating.

« O ITeIR 319 318 @f3d 8 7 § 31K 59 3 Tada 3cues afha g1

* Huge capital expenditures (Capex) have been made in ultra-deep offshore fields and other
difficult geographies, which need recovery even at marginal costs to avoid political and
economic consequences.

* HATOF MY WA &1L 3N 37 FHiSeT &1 H 3 YA 9T GEhera 4% (Capex) A AT &,
et Tereiifas 3ttt 3nfdie yamal & so= & fore Hara smrat 9X o aFET Sier s &

» Crude exports by major producers like Russia, Iran, and Venezuela are currently hindered
by U.S. sanctions, but these sanctions may not last long.

« T, 3 3R IAGUAT I YAW 3culeahi 1 Fed ael HY fafa aar 7 AR afaaet &
gaifaa &, dfher I ufaey o9 95T aeh =787 I§ ohd |

» Global oil demand is reaching a plateau, with the IEA forecasting just 0.73% growth in 2025,
despite lower prices.

- 3R et AT 319 R 81 W E, 3R e Tt vl (IEA) ¥ 2025 # Faef 0.73% FEfar &1
IHTHTST SITT &, a8 #11 A HIHAH & Sraog|

» The once-controversial “peak demand” theory now seems more realistic, with the IEA
predicting that global oil consumption will peak before 2030.
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aqﬁwwﬁaﬁr%%ﬁﬁamaamzoso#mqugvml

* Indicators of this trend include the global economic slowdown, the rise of non-combustion
engine vehicles, especially in China, and increased focus on climate change mitigation.

- 58 Y3t & Hahdll H e anfd w1, AT &0 & Aot 7 I-Fexerer FaeT Foret amgal 1 o
AR ATT, R STerarg IR AT TR Tl &1 MAA gl

* Trump’s tariff war has also caused economic disruption, contributing to pessimistic
projections.

- €9 % R e F o 3nf¥es 3rerifey Yey 1 8, orad AFRIcHS YAt ! aof el g1

* S&P Global has cut its global GDP forecast to 2.2% for 2025 and 2.4% for 2026, some of
the weakest levels since the 2008-09 recession, excluding the pandemic.

» S&P Falae o 3fRFH GDP AT T 2025 & fAT 2.29% 3R 2026 & fAT 2.4% T A&, S
2008-09 FI FHEY & Te T FaH FAGAR T ¢ (HETHRT T BIg) |

* The World Trade Organization (WTO) has predicted a 0.2% annual decline in world trade
in 2025, unless other influences intervene.

« 49T SR HIST (WTO) o 2025 H dfRgeh AR 7 0.2% Fr a1 frrae Hir sifgsaaroft Fr g,
9 e [ 31T THTT gETeIT o |

» These bearish factors could lead to an inelastic situation, where oil prices may not return
to previous levels even after supply constraints ease.

» ¥ AFRIHS FRF Th Hediell AT ScUeT L Tohl 8, oA HYfct T FHEITT WA glel o
a1g off e Y A Tg F TAX W ATIH TG Al |

Why is Saudi Arabia Triggering This Oil War?
AT 3IRE $H A I HY FAT Y6 FT T[T 82

+ Saudi Arabia may be attempting to frontload oil revenues, anticipating a buyers’ market in
the long run.

-Hﬁm%maﬁmﬁam#mﬁmmaﬁa@ﬁgmmﬁmm#
T Fer T HITALT FT TR

* It may also be trying to position itself in the lower price spectrum before sanctions on Iran,
Russia, and Venezuela are removed and Trump’s “Drill, Baby, Drill” policy expands U.S.
production.

- % GE ! e H{ed Fav ) TR FI A IR 3 A @8, S60 we B e, w0 ek
PSR O o9 Y g TG 31 Y e, A, R MY 3R SeueeT T &)
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» The move might also be a gesture to U.S. President Trump, showing alignment with his call
for lower oil prices to fight U.S. inflation, despite his high import tariffs.

« g FHEH TG HARSY Tsgafer €0 & Uil T Thd 41 & foh T3T 3RS FA o HIAAT & ATETH
b IARFT 7 7S 1 AT FoT 7 WeANT X @7 &, T &7 TU & AT YoF STHNFATIAT T
e g I &

» With defence deals, a potential nuclear agreement, and over $100 billion in U.S. arms
sales at stake, the Saudis have much to gain from a successful Trump visit.

« T&TT FAFtal, Hanfae oy wasta, 31T $100 3T @ it & AR gfant i fshr & @y,
T3CT 3R & UIH T Y TG IMET T FTH FS §IAST FIe T WHIGAT ¢ |

Impact on India
ART 9T AT

* This low-intensity oil war is highly consequential for India, the world’s third-largest crude
importer, which spent $137 billion on crude in 2024-25.

» T e TSIl dTell el JeT $TRl & ToIT age Ageaqol &, Fifeh o7 fareq 1 ofiertr werdt aver
FAT AT HATAH & 3 3T 2024-25 F $137 3RT e ool I T fhU|

* India’s crude demand rose by 3.2%, almost four times the global growth rate.

+ TR T el clel T AT & 3.20% T g3, S ARaF g5 & F T’ AR A 81

* A U.S. study predicted that in 2025, India will account for nearly 25% of global crude
demand growth.

* Ueh AT AT o 3T AT oM foh 2025 A, SR Fe el Y AT JET& FT AITST 25%
SR W 3T |

* Looking ahead to 2040, India is expected to be the largest driver of global oil demand.
« 2040 dF, AR FI IRTFH dT AT FT TGW 37T WF HAT T BT B

* A$1ldrop in oil price can result in $1.5 billion annual savings for India.

o AT HY FAT A $1 6 FAGe T IR F $1.5 3T I a9d & Johd! g

» While short-term lower crude prices may benefit India, the overall impact is not
straightforward.

« T &Y TRl FH Fed dd HT FIHAA AT & AT BRIASHS &1 Tohd! &, Slfehed THIT TTT e
TET |

* Oil-exporting countries, which are major Indian trade partners, face economic decline,
which can hurt bilateral trade, project exports, inbound investments, and tourism.
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- A fadTash 39T, S R & Y@ AR HIHER &, 1 3nfde fiRrae @ afavafia samr,
TR e, e 3 et genfad g e £

* Refined petroleum exports, one of India’s largest export items, could see reduced value
and refinery margins may fall.

- AR & g9 3 AT 3eumel # @ va ReEs 9efeae 6 gea F e 3 g § 3R
RpEad F1foi A 8 doha 21

» Lower oil and gas prices also reduce India’s proportional tax revenues.

« FH et 3R T oAt AR 9y T F 31T 7 FA e

* Over 9 million Indian expatriates live in Gulf economies, and many may lose jobs due to
regional economic stress.

« 9 fAforTer @ 3rfOs sl gard @rE 2ot i rdferawamat & wa £, 3k e 3nfds g &
FRUT S & ARAT 1 Fahvel? T

» Their remittances, over $50 billion annually, may decline, negatively impacting India’s
balance of payments.

« 37hT XAEH, ST ATl $50 3T @ 37fAF giell 8, O Fhcht 8, oradt 7R & fageft speramr
HereT TR 3TE 37|

* If hydrocarbons lose significance and new economic drivers are not found, weaker
economic synergy with Gulf may become the “new normal.”

- e BRI FT Hecd HedT ¢ 31X AT 31T AT 78T e, o @ et & 91y FASR
T FHeaT "€ OAT g 99 Ghar gl

International Energy Agency (IEA)
HRTET FaT TAHT (IEA)

e The International Energy Agency (IEA) is an autonomous intergovernmental
organization formed in response to the 1973 oil crisis.

HASET FoiT Tt (IEA) Ueh TR HR-UIHRT WIS & oy 1973 dr ael
Whe F Sa9 H TG Far = |

e It was established under the framework of the Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD) to ensure energy security among member
countries.
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=8 3 WA 3R A W@9rsa (OECD) & o & 3ideiad Tanfua famar
AT AT ATk FeE g ST & ol FAT YA AR HT 1 Feh|

e Over time, its mandate has expanded to include a broader focus on global energy
policy, sustainability, and climate change mitigation.

AT & A, 6 36T [AedRa g3 ¢ o e s =ifa, e,
IR Ferary wRads § fqea W v warT et g I gl

Key Facts
9HE ¥

e Established: 1974
FYY-AT: 1974

e Headquarters: Paris, France
FEaTe: aRE, v

e Executive Director: Fatih Birol (since 2015)
FRISR AeUs: Bifdg arse (2015 1)

e Members: 32 OECD countries
HEET: 32 OECD &2r

e Association Countries: 13 non-OECD nations
weari &2r: 13 3R-0OECD &ar

e Global Energy Demand Coverage: Over 75%
dRasw FST AWT A Faver: 75% F JAR

Core Objectives and Functions

HET 35827 3R F1F

e Energy Security: Coordinate collective responses to major disruptions in oil supply
through the release of emergency oil stocks.

FoAl GI&T: dd Imqfel A 93 sFawmai & SRIeT ATATARIeNT def HSR SR Y
AeIfed fAfhar 1 GH-ag S|

e Economic Development: Promote sustainable energy policies that spur economic
growth and environmental protection.
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« Environmental Awareness: Analyze and recommend policies to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions and combat climate change.

- TR SIErehdT: MAE3H AW ScHoled F FF A AR Serarg
Radad & ues & fov Aifadt 1 faeawor iR 3egiar e

« Engagement Worldwide: Work with non-member countries, especially
major emerging economies, to address global energy challenges.

- 3w smefierd): d-wewa S, faQveR v et ardeyawunat &

muaﬁa?ﬁﬁgﬁﬁﬁwmﬂaﬂﬁ%gamwml
Key Publications

e World Energy Outlook (WEO): An annual flagship report providing comprehensive
analysis and projections of global energy trends.

o Global Energy Review: An annual assessment of energy demand, supply, and
emissions.

o Net Zero by 2050: A roadmap outlining pathways to achieve net-zero emissions by
mid-century.

afds R gaad Fat At A gear a1 A s [err 3R gaiawor

GS Paper Il1: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, 1S)

1. Elephants kill three villagers in Madhya Pradesh
HEY Y r & gAY o ofiet ar#ion & AR s1e

2. Army removes video clip showing Pakistan’s Shaheen
ballistic missile

HRAT TAT o IIfREdreT Y T dffes PuEa tue
arar Aif3AT ger
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3. ‘Minimal’ Model Captures Neurons, Flow of Opinions,
Exotic Matter

‘Tafasrer Afsar & =qw, =arRY & garg 3R ey gardt 1
HHASTS T &TH7dT

4. Combating Obesity Among Adolescents
fameRY & Hierd & FFTar

5. The Workings of an Atomiser and Its Myriad
Applications

TCHTSSIR T FRIVUITEN 3 9% 3 39T
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Elephants kill
three villagers
in Madhya
Pradesh
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IGS Paper IlI: Environment

The Hindu Bureau
BHOPAL

Three people were tram-
pled to death by two wild
elephants in three separate
incidents in Madhya Pra-
desh’s Shahdol district on
Monday.

According to officials,
the three incidents took
place between 6 and 8 a.m.
in the Beohari forest area
while the three locals were
collecting tendu leaves in
the jungle.

Beohari forest sub-divi-
sional officer R. S. Dhurve
told The Hindu that two
wild elephants from the
neighbouring  Bandhav-
garh Tiger Reserve were
believed to have killed the
locals.

“They arrived in Beoha-
ri early this morning, at-
tacked people in three vil-
lages, and entered the
Sanjay Dubri National Park
around 8 a.m. We are coor-
dinating with the authori-
ties there, and they are
tracking the elephants,”
Mr. Dhurve said.

Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav condoled the deaths
and said a Forest Depart-
ment team has been in-
structed to investigate the
incidents. He also an-
nounced financial assis-
tance of ¥25 lakh to the fa-
milies of each of the
victims.

Elephants kill three villagers in Madhya Pradesh
HEY YT H IIAAY oF fieT IrHion i AR s1eT

- Three people were trampled to death by two wild
elephants in three separate incidents in Madhya
Pradesh’s Shahdol district on Monday.

« FIAGR HI AT Y& F g forer 7 & Serelt g1iAAT garr
ofteT 3rerar-3rereT T3t & ofieT ST FY FEAHT AR ST AT

* According to officials, the three incidents took place between 6 and 8 a.m.
in the Beohari forest area while the three locals were collecting tendu
leaves.

.W$W,mmweﬁsﬁ$mmmmﬁ§
ST et FATART AT g T SFHeeT HY W@ A

* Beohari forest sub-divisional officer R. S. Dhurve said that two wild
elephants from the neighbouring Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve were
believed to have killed the locals.

- satgrY o= 3y HfAFEH AR, wH. g F FET F e & Fivaerg TR
Rord O 31T &Y Stevel) SR & TATHT S9N Sl AR ST

* “They arrived in Beohari early this morning, attacked people in three
villages, and entered the Sanjay Dubri National Park around 8 a.m.,” Mr.
Dhurve said.

« A7 &4 oY g, T IATT Foig SAERY Tg S, el 1At F eI 9T gHeT R AR
e 8 T & IMHITH HTT Fadl TSET 31T 7 Y2 3 7"

* “We are coordinating with the authorities there, and they are tracking the
elephants,” he added.

« 35811 3131 Fgl, "gH dgl & JTASRTRIAT & T FH=aT F © ¢ 3R T gy
FhSTFREI"

* Chief Minister Mohan Yadav condoled the deaths and said a Forest
Department team has been instructed to investigate the incidents.

- FEIHAT AlgeT I16a o Hicl W AF sqFd Tohar 3 wvgT foh Fe1 fasmer i v

AH Y g3t T T FI 1 AT fear m=ar gl
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* He also announced financial assistance of ¥25 lakh to the families of each of the victims.

« 3581 el difed & IRaR &1 25 ar@ $r AT Fgraar &7 Fr givor 8
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Army removes video clip showing
Pakistan’s Shaheen ballistic missile

|GS Paper il Internal Security |

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

Social media was abuzz on
Monday with speculation
that a Pakistani nuclear-
capable Shaheen ballistic
missile fired on India was
shot down by an S-400 air
defence system during Op-
eration Sindoor. This fol-
lowed a video put out by
the Army’s Western Com-
mand the previous night
showing the missile.

The video was taken
down in the morning and
Army sources said the im-
ages were used “for repre-
sentation only” but it was
erroneously not
mentioned.

In response, Pakistan’s
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
(MFA) rejected the “un-
founded allegations” circu-
lating in certain segments
of the Indian media, which
“falsely” claim that Pakis-
tan employed the Shaheen
missile.

The MFA said these
claims originated following
the release of a video by
the “Indian Army’s official
Twitter handle, purported-
ly showing the use of Pakis-
tan’s Shaheen missile”.
“Upon realising that the
claim was unsubstantiated,
the Indian Army promptly

Ground zero: General Upendra Dwivedi interacts with the troops
during his visit to Longewala, Jaisalmer, on Monday. ANI

deleted the misleading vi-
deo. However, by then,
sections of the Indian me-
dia had already amplified
the false narrative without
verification,” the statement
added.

“Enemy Missiles neu-
tralised. #IndianArmy - im-
pregnable wall of fire,” the
Chandimandir-based West-
ern Command said in a
post on ‘X’ late on Sunday
night with several hashtags
including “#Justice-
Served”. The video
showed the Shaheen and
Fatah missiles of Pakistan
and others, and in ‘India’s
response’, showcased the
BrahMos supersonic cruise
missile, the Smerch and Pi-
naka multi-launch rocket
systems and others. The

post was deleted in the day
but by then the video had
already gone viral on X. Ar-
my sources said that the
image of the missile was er-
roneously picked up from
the open source for the vi-
deo that was compiled.
The Pakistani military
has acknowledged the em-
ployment of long-range Fa-
tah series missiles — F1 and
F2 — as well as advanced
munitions, long-range loi-
tering killer drones, and
precision long-range artil-
lery against India.
Meanwhile, the visits of
senior officials and officers
to forward locations in the
aftermath of Operation
Sindoor continued. On
Monday, Chief of Defence
Staff (CDS) General Anil

Chauhan visited Suratgarh
Military Station and Naliya
Air Force Station while Ar-
my Chief General Upendra
Dwivedi visited the desert
sector in Rajasthan.

Forward area visits

The desert stretches from
Jaisalmer to the Kutch re-
gion witnessed a swift and
coordinated operational
response from the Indian
Army, Indian Air Force
(IAF) and Border Security
Force (BSF). Army officials
who interacted with troops
at Longewala and appre-
ciated them on the recent
actions. “These joint ac-
tions not only blunted ene-
my intent but also esta-
blished a new normal in
maintaining operational
dominance along the west-
ern front.”

As part of Operation Sin-
door, the Army undertook
rapid deployment of sur-
veillance assets and air de-
fence systems, in close
coordination with the IAF
and BSF, one official said,
adding the calibrated posi-
tioning of weapon systems
and other operational ena-
blers, aligned with civil ad-
ministration support, en-
sured effective  area
domination and neutralisa-
tion of potential threats.

Army removes video clip showing Pakistan’s Shaheen

ballistic missile
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HRAT FAT o IIfRTdreT F gl dffes RuEe fe@e aren
difsar gerar

- Social media was abuzz on Monday with speculation that a Pakistani
nuclear-capable Shaheen ballistic missile fired on India was shot
down by an S-400 air defence system during Operation Sindoor.

» HIAaR F! Arerer AF3AT w1 77 T dor o fF itve gy & ghre
HIT TR TN 7S ATferectter Y TRATO[-HaTH Ameler dfaf¥es fAamse i S-400
a1 T&TT YTl & AR A

* This followed a video released by the Army’s Western Command the previous night that
showed the missile.

« I 37Chel VAT S IRTHT FATA GaRT el Td I fohw 71T Aifza & a1g T+ 318 o
framse foars a1s o)

» The video was taken down in the morning, and Army sources said the images were used
“for representation only” but it was erroneously not mentioned.

- Goig AT geT form a1, 3R QA1 F AL o gl fob Ig TIT haol “elihicdts T @ 3TN fohw
T A, ifheT TE I T 3ooll Al [hAT AT AT|

* In response, Pakistan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) rejected the “unfounded
allegations” circulated in segments of Indian media.

* 50 STd1d &, UIfhEdrel & fager #Arery (MFA) & TR #f3ar & $o fewdl & thell “aqfaarg
R Fr @R |

* The MFA said the claims started after the video was released by the “Indian Army’s official
Twitter handle”, purportedly showing the Shaheen missile.

* MFA & &gT foh 7€ gTaT “iRels A1 & e et 5o § NS S 81 & S Y g3,
Forerst I AT aX amdher foramger foams o7 o

* “Upon realising the claim was unsubstantiated, the Indian Army promptly deleted the
misleading video,” said the MFA.

« MFA & &g, “aaagwgm%agmmaﬁa%ﬁmw@mﬁgﬁagmm
gar i)

* However, by then, sections of the Indian media had already amplified the false narrative
without verification.
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« GIeTiTeh, Tl ok STRE AT & S5 REQ AT WedToeT o 27 1ol AR Y Tger & a7 el
T FART g A

* The Western Command had posted on ‘X': “Enemy Missiles neutralised. #IndianArmy —
impregnable wall of fire,” with several hashtags including #JusticeServed.

- qfREat FATT X' IR GEe TR ot ‘Rt i FAgd ave FX QY | #indianArmy — 3fdeT
e &R, STa# #JusticeServed Afgd 3 grIeer enfAe I

» The video showed Shaheen and Fatah missiles of Pakistan and, in ‘India’s response’,
included the BrahMos, Smerch, and Pinaka systems.

« AT 7 TIfhEdre T i 3R g Rama Gt 31k e Fr ufaferar 7 seaw, o 3R
st yonfort fe@rs arg |

» The post was deleted later, but the video had already gone viral on social media.

« S1e A YIEE 1 geT em I, Afehed a7 ek far averer #fSAT 97 arRer g1 ger 7|

» Army sources clarified that the image of the missile was erroneously taken from open
source while compiling the video.

« BT & AT o1 TI¢ FohaT fob AT Foirey T Framser & ofa wreret & sitaer @1 & off 715 oY

Pakistani Military's Role and Acknowledgement

IRFETe FerT Y sy AN TR

» The Pakistani military has acknowledged the use of long-range Fatah series missiles (F1
and F2), advanced munitions, long-range loitering drones, and precision artillery against
India.

« QIRFEATA QT o AR & THATH dAleaT-YoT Belg e fAwEa (F1 AR F2), 3eetar Iaur aref,
et gt Y g arelt 31, 3R FEF el gt F Y sEATS FA T FFTA T

Visits After Operation Sindoor

sitaverer figy & a1g altss sfiat & 2R

* On Monday, Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) General Anil Chauhan visited Suratgarh
Military Station and Naliya Air Force Station.

« FIAAR T THE T&T1 HEFET (CDS) Saler et Glerer 2 graere A weere 3R afaar vw
PIRT TR T GNT Fham|

* Army Chief General Upendra Dwivedi visited the desert sector in Rajasthan.

» QT Y@ STl 39 SfAady ¥ erewrer & YfAwaradt & 1 2k T
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Forward Area Visits and Operational Readiness

T a3at &1 gl il A=y A

» The desert from Jaisalmer to the Kutch region witnessed a swift and coordinated
operational response from the Indian Army, Indian Air Force (IAF), and Border Security
Force (BSF).

» AR A Foo 8 I & UANEAT A AR A1, ARAT AR (IAF) 3R WA geam aar
(BSF) 1 311 & A 3R gaAfeaq A= ufafprar 2o 15

» Army officials interacted with troops at Longewala and appreciated their recent actions.

« T & FfAFHRAT F ARrarar & AR & STad &1 3R 39 gifear Frat S g S

» They stated, “These joint actions not only blunted enemy intent but also established a new
normal in maintaining operational dominance along the western front.”

« 3ogiol hel, ‘Y YT FRATSAT o halol GRAT ¥ SNGT I ATPIH el H Aol 161, Ifesh iR
AR I FaTafs Fe[ed A0 @ F1 veh 75 e of vl S

Details of Operation Sindoor

Firaerer gy F1 fawor

* Under Operation Sindoor, the Army carried out rapid deployment of surveillance assets
and air defence systems, in close coordination with IAF and BSF.

- 3ifaereT Ry & e dt, W o IAF 3R BSF o A1y ffereny foerrelt wamerat 3k arg vam yonfart
o dr el |

* One official said this involved calibrated positioning of weapon systems and operational
enablers, along with civil administration support, to ensure area domination and
neutralisation of threats.

- T TR 7 FeT & 509 3RAR yonfort 3R werefee amerat S wg e dere, arar
AR Teras HT ggarer ot enfie on, foas e famor 3k Fanfaa @)t # AfewT e
giAfRaa fmar o

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page9 1

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

A non-reciprocal Ising model in 3D, shown here in two particular states. The blue dots show 1+ states and the shade depicts the depth of dots along the y axis. ARXIV:2409.07481v2
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‘Minimal’ model captures neurons,
flow of opinions, exotic matter

The Ising model and tweaks to it revolutionised the study of physics, often by revealing simple rules lying at the obscured heart of seemingly

complex systems; by extending it to non-reciprocal interactions, two new studies have now expanded the model's usefulness to more domains

55 Paper lll: S&T

Vasudevan Mukunth

iologists have the fruit fly.

Botanists have the thale cress.

Neurologists have the

roundworm. These are model
organisms: plants and animals that
scientists in each of these fields study to
make sense of almost all other plants and
animals in the world.

For example, in the 1990s, Victor
Ambros and Gary Ruvkun discovered a
new form of RNA called microRNA
(miRNA) in the roundworm
Caenorhabditis elegans. For revealing that
miRNA regulates genes and allows certain
physiological processes in all organisms —
including humans — to function properly,
Ambros and Ruvkun received the
medicine Nobel Prize in 2024.

Similarly, scientists studying
recombinant DNA have Escherichia coli,
toxicologists have rats, anatomists have
zebrafish, those studying hepatitis have
rhesus macaques, and so on.

In the same vein, condensed-matter
physicists have the Ising model.

A simple, powerful model

The German physicist Ernst Ising created
the Ising model in 1924 following a
suggestion by his PhD supervisor Wilhelm
Lenz. The Ising model provides a simple
way to solve problems involving systems
where different types of units interact
with each other.

For example, say there’s a gas of a few
million hydrogen atoms trapped in a
chamber and a magnetic field is applied.
You need to find out how much the
energy of the gas has changed. Since each
of these atoms itself is like a tiny magnet
and has a north pole (or south pole)
pointing in some direction, you can
represent it as a grid of atoms:

T

N7

un

where T means ‘north is pointing up’
and ! means ‘north is pointing down’.
This is a basic instance of the Ising model.
You can say that if two neighbouring
atoms are T or LT (anti-aligned), it
entails an energy of X, and if they're TT or
L1 (aligned), an energy of Y. This way, you
have a simple mathematical way to
estimate various values of X and Y
throughout the grid and use them to
quickly calculate the overall energy.

The Ising model has been used to
understand the properties of many solids
and liquids in various conditions —
including magnetism in metals and alloys
and the motion of atoms.

Scientists have also used it to simulate
land-use change, the flow of opinions in
families and religious congregations, and
to make sense of neural networks and lay
the foundations of modern artificial
intelligence (AI). Such work won the US
physicist John Hopfield a share of the
physics Nobel Prize last year.

Not a two-way street

But for the great applicability and ease of
use of the Ising model, there are also many
natural systems whose dynamics it doesn’t
capture. This is disappointing. One
important class of systems is where the
direction of effect matters. In the first
neural network that Hopfield designed, for
example, information could flow in either
direction in a connection between two
nodes in a network. But in a subsequent
version called a feedforward neural
network, information could only flow from
node A to node B, not from B to A. Such
networks were important to build Al

A new study has introduced a
new form of the Ising model that,
by incorporating non-reciprocal
interactions, could recreate many
properties of one-v etworks.
As a result, the new model can
simulate a larger variety of
real-world systems

models with memory.

A new study published in Physical
Review Letters has introduced a new form of
the classic Ising model that, by
incorporating non-reciprocal interactions,
could recreate many properties of one-way
networks. As a result, the new model can
simulate a larger variety of real-world
systems, including social networks, political
strategies, and ecological dynamics.

Scientists develop models to understand
the simplest set of rules required to explain
how a given system works at different
scales. “While minimalistic,” the
researchers wrote in their paper, the new
model “contains features arising in models
of the human brain, opinion dynamics, ...
and micromechanical oscillators.” This
means these features’ properties can now
be explored using the model.

The researchers are Yael Avni, David
Martin, Daniel Seara, and Vincenzo Vitelli
of the University of Chicago and Michel
Fruchart of ESPCI Paris.

If a system has non-reciprocal
interactions, it means the relationship
between two components is asymmetric.
For example, the way atom A affects atom
B won't be the same way atom B affects
atom A. Such interactions are prevalent in
the real world, including in neuroscience,
ecology, and active matter.

For example, in a hierarchical network
like a political party, party members are
influenced by the leader’s decision but the
leader isn’t affected by the members”
decisions. In biology, the population of a
parasite species could affect the well-being
of the host but the reverse relationship
need not hold.

Similarly, power grids often use one-way
signals to manage small parts of the
network — including to adjust power flow,
detect faults, and to send updates between
substations. To understand the behaviour
of any of these systems, physicists and

If it looks like the starting position of a simple game...

why NOt? IMAGE CREATED WITH CHATGPT

engineers need models that can anticipate
the effects of asymmetric relationships.

Non-reciprocal systems also often
display a phenomenon called a limit cycle:
as changes propagate within a system, the
entire system develops sustained,
time-dependent oscillations. Models like
the new non-reciprocal Ising model are
required to understand how they evolve
over time.

Two rules and one condition

In the new study, the researchers
developed a non-reciprocal Ising model
with two kinds of atoms, P and Q, each of
which can be T or L. These atoms are
arranged on two grids, one in two
dimensions and the other in three
dimensions. Both grids follow two rules:

(i) Ps next to Ps and Qs next to Qs tend
to align. This means that over time Ps and
Qs can form islands of uniform alignment.

(ii) If a P is next to a Q, then the P will
try to align with the Q(Tto Tor Lto L ).
However, a Q next to a P will tend to
become anti-aligned with the P ( T to L or
LtoT). This s the non-reciprocal
interaction.

In the reciprocal Ising model,
neighbouring atoms being 7L or LT
entailed an energy of X and being 7T or
Ll entailed an energy of Y. This meant the
overall energy of the system would have
been some combination of X and Y. When
he created his neural network in the
1980s, John Hopfield set up a similar grid,
then gave each node in the grid a
condition to follow: whether it was T or L
depended on which state made sure the
system’s overall energy was lower. By
minimising that energy, all the nodes in
the network settled down into a given
pattern of T and L.

Similarly, in the new study, the
researchers gave their Ps and Qs a rule to
follow. Rather than minimise the overall
energy of the grid, each P or Q would
have to minimise its own “selfish energy”.

A clock in the grid

The properties of this non-reciprocal
Ising model, whatever they are, also tell
us about real-world setups that are
constructed the same way, e.g.
information flowing in political parties
and parasites and hosts interacting in an
ecosystem. So what did the researchers

find?

First, they found that at any given time,
the non-reciprocal Ising model could have
one of three phases: disordered, where
the Ts and s are all arranged too
randomly for there to be an overall
‘order’; ordered, where the Tsand ls
have a fixed arrangement that doesn’t
keep varying; and the swap phase, where
which species has the most order — Ps or
Qs — keeps alternating over time, like the
tick-tock of a clock.

The researchers also found important
differences between the 2D and 3D
versions of the model. In 2D, both the
ordered and the swap phases were
suppressed whereas in 3D, the swap
phase was able to attain a stable state.

(According to another paper by the
same group of researchers published in
Physical Review E, the 3D swap phase had
the properties of a time crystal. This is
wonderfully strange: time crystals are an
unusual state of matter in which a
material has a stable, oscillating state.)

Finally, the researchers found that if
they introduced an asymmetry between
Ps and Qs in some form — e.g. the rate at
which they flipped from T to L or vice
versa — the ordered phase was able to
stabilise in the 2D grid.

Wealth of applications

The Ising model and various revisions to
it revolutionised the study of
condensed-matter physics — often by
revealing the simple rules lying at the
obscured heart of seemingly complex
systems. By extending the Ising model to
include non-reciprocal interactions, the
researchers behind the new studies have
now expanded the model’s usefulness to
more domains across scientific fields.

The phase transitions found in the new
model may now reveal hitherto
unrecognised dynamics in these domains.

The findings also have potential
applications in understanding rhythmic
activities in biological systems and
designing synthetic “active materials” —
which take in energy and perform some
function, like bacteria swimming in water,
starlings murmurating in mesmerising
patterns in the sky, and even microscopic
robots figuring out which formation to fly
in.

(mukunth.v@thehindu.co.in)
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Tafasrer Afser & wyXiew, RERY & vyarg 31 srgea gart
HHASTA &Y &THdT

Model Systems in Science
fasmer & Atser yonfaar

- Biologists use the fruit fly, botanists use thale cress, and
neurologists use the roundworm as model organisms to understand
all other similar organisms.

« SafaAre e Fars, qaeafaned g w4, R dfw dafas Wwead &
YA 3T AT Si1al F FHASS F AT ATz el & T F w3 &

* In the 1990s, Victor Ambros and Gary Ruvkun discovered microRNA (miRNA) in the
roundworm Caenorhabditis elegans.

« 1990 & g H, ey 1w 3 A TageT o 3898 Caenorhabditis elegans &
HATSHIARTAT (MiRNA) T G HT|

» For showing that miRNA regulates genes and physiological processes in all organisms, they
won the Nobel Prize in Medicine in 2024.

- g fe@m= & faw f& miRNA @ef shat & s 31 emrdiRes ufgsamsit ot @afa swar g, 38 2024
# Riftear 1 Ade REsR Her|

» Other model organisms include E. coli for DNA research, rats for toxicology, zebrafish for
anatomy, and rhesus macaques for hepatitis.

* 3= AlS Siidl # STAT I & ToIT §. Frars, faufasaet & fow gg, 2R o= & fav
Sarfieer, 3R guersfed & v Raw #awF eanfae €1

Ising Model in Physics
sitfadr & s Alser

» Condensed-matter physicists use the Ising model, developed in 1924 by Ernst Ising, for
understanding complex interacting systems.

- Hefold gea Hifcrehiae 3T Afser &1 3uaieT ad &, [ 1924 7 wowe AT o fasnfaa fomar o,
dTfeh STieel IREARE JUMTIET &l HHAT ST Teh |
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* It originated from a suggestion by Ising’s PhD supervisor Wilhelm Lenz.

- 7 fIram 3 & dvas Arfeds Regen a7 & goima @ 3mar |

» The model simplifies systems like millions of hydrogen atoms in a magnetic field, using spins
represented as 1 (up) or | (down).

- Ig AlSel W8 [HECH Sl Tl T=Tcl & ST FTSZYTeT IIHTULST T Yeehld &1 H IGAT, g1 &=t &t
1 (FR) T | (M) & TT H AT AT & |

* Neighbouring atom pairs like 1| or |1 (anti-aligned) and 11 or || (aligned) are assigned
specific energy values (X and Y).

* 3TTE-UTH & TRATI] SISt S 1) A1 |1 (Taodiet e #) 3] 11 91 || (@7 feRm #) &[99y e
A= (X 3R Y) Gr S &1

* It helps calculate the overall energy of the system efficiently.

* UE TGl T Fel Fatt ohi I0TAT h FEATA STl |

* The Ising model has been applied to understand magnetism, motion of atoms, Al
foundations, and even social and religious dynamics.

« & Alser 1 3YANT Fadhea, AT Hr aifer, FHRF Feforear i dfia, 3 787 g & wwnfaw
3k enféie aifarefierar = g & fFar = 1

* This work earned John Hopfield a share of the Nobel Prize in Physics in the previous year.

« 58 B % T it grahies 1 Ricer ad s 1 Arder qrEpR e

Limitations of Traditional Ising Model
WQRITd 53T Ao Y HATT

* Traditional Ising models are reciprocal, meaning effects between two components go both
ways.

« IR ST Aol IREIRE g &, AT & Tehl & §rT JHTT St f2m3it & gar

* Many natural systems are non-reciprocal, where the effect from A to B isn’t the same as
from B to A.

* &g URpTash oAl IR-TREIRH el &, STel A & B TR YT dT 8T il SidT B & A W

* For example, in feedforward neural networks, data flows only in one direction — from node
A to node B.

« 31801 & fAT, FISGRES FIe Acaad 7 ST ol T G H — A5 A 4 A8 B — varfed giar
gl
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* These models were crucial in building Al models with memory.

- I Alser T IS Al AT FoT1eT H FAgea ol B 8|

New Advancement in Ising Model
sfA9r Afser & 78 warfar

* A recent study in Physical Review Letters introduced a non-reciprocal Ising model, making it
applicable to one-way interaction systems.

« ffStFer Req A 3 YerlTRId Ueh g1ferdT 3Eadt o IN-IREaia R Atser der 6, St va-
T Fedaer RAFerd | AT &

* It can now model social networks, political strategies, and ecological dynamics more
accurately.

« 319 Ig AlSo WHATTSIF sicde, Tsleifas WEfadr, 31 aRferfadT afaefiear # 310 ads
& § 20T GohaT &

» Despite being minimalistic, the model captures features of the human brain, opinion
dynamics, and micromechanical oscillators.

* GIA Blo1 & F99[G, Tg Alsel AT Afesw, [ varg, 31 gawr Fifie gret S [aQredrsi «r
geTaT gl

» The researchers include Yael Avni, David Martin, Daniel Seara, Vincenzo Vitelli (University
of Chicago) and Michel Fruchart (ESPCI Paris).

« 3 Y 3 AT AATTAe & ATee Jraed, 3135 Arfar, 3o A3, Rwe e (Fafad
AT TR 3R Brerer e (STadEnans o) |

Applications and Real-World Relevance

99T 3T aEafae shae & 3gAfaar

* In a hierarchical political party, leaders influence members but not vice versa — a non-
reciprocal relationship.

* GETTH RS TTelticrd TIEt 3 el Tt 1 T il 8 AfeheT 3oar 781 glar — I§ Teh IR-
IREIRE HEY & |

* In biology, a parasite may affect a host but not necessarily the reverse.

. Safaae &, T qTEiEY AT Sl THTTAd Y ehdT § olfeheT 3TaT oTgT fob fAudia &t

* Power grids use one-way signals to manage power flow and detect faults.

« QTR S 3 UFH-aTwT Tahal ol 39T AP TaTg & I a e 3R @ufedr ggaes & v
giar gl
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* These systems often exhibit limit cycles, i.e., sustained, time-dependent oscillations.

* 37 YUl # 37 fafAe aded @ I1d §, I ¥AT W AR =t F @dR gl

* The new Ising model helps understand such time-evolving, asymmetric systems.

« g 41 SR ATse VN FHI-IRAAT, ITATHT TNt o TAST 3 TETIdT T g

Non-reciprocal Ising Model: New Study and Findings

I-aREaR® IR Alsd: 743 3regy+ 3k fswy

Development of the Non-reciprocal Ising Model

R-areafts IR Afse 1 RFw

» Researchers developed a non-reciprocal Ising model using two types of atoms: P and Q,
each of which can be in the 1 or | state.

-emsﬁﬁaqw%quﬁ—PaﬁtQ—wmmgcwﬂvmmﬁw
efaa fFar, oad O U 1 a1 | 379€AT 7 &Y IhaT &

» These atoms are placed on two grids: one in two dimensions (2D) and the other in three
dimensions (3D).

» ¥ YTATY] & fIsd 9X T 310 Ueh &Y TATAT (2D) # 3R @ elter 3T (3D) A

* Both grids follow two rules:

« A1 731 &Y AT T Tl aa &

¢ Rule (i): Ps next to Ps and Qs next to Qs tend to align with each other, forming islands
of uniform alignment over time.

o A (i): P& 9 P 3R Q & urd Q ¥N-¢IY Ush-gE & WIY | 8 It 8, oiad §Aa &

2T U ShE e arer Weg 5 oy §

e Rule (ii): Ifa P is nextto a Q, the P aligns with Q (1 to 1 or | to |), but a Q anti-aligns
with P (1 to | or | to 7). This is a non-reciprocal interaction.

o A (i) IRASPFNQFIHGAE, AP QF AT WA AL (1 A1 AT T ),
Afehe Q P & |1 Rdid RamM A Tem STar g (1 | 31 | ¥ 1)1 I T IR-IREIRF
a:frar gl

Comparison with Reciprocal Ising Model

UREIRF AR ATs AT Ferer

* In the reciprocal Ising model, atom pairs in 1| or |1 configuration had energy X, and 11 or ||
had energy Y.

- IREI R TR Alse #, T WA S 1] AT |1 BT A AN 3eThT SalT X giehr o, 3R afe 11 ar
LB A FATY g &Y
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* The total energy of the system was a combination of X and Y.

« U &EeH & et St X 3R Y 1 FIISTeT gielt |

* In the 1980s, John Hopfield created a neural network where each node changed its state to
minimize the system’s overall energy.

» 1980 & G2 H, ST FIABIES o Teh =gIel Acdeh AT [HTH TeAeh A1 379eh Fafd 30 e
el AT fob AYUT YoTTelY Y ST sgaTete &1 S|

New Condition in Non-reciprocal Model

NIl Az & 741 [A9a

* Instead of minimizing overall energy, each P or Q minimizes its own “selfish energy”.

« TET G A P AT Q T YoITelt Y et 1 o181, Sfceh hael 379el “¥arelf FAT Sl ~goAdH et 1
T T ¢ |

Clock-like Behaviour in the Grid
frs & g 39 sgaER

» The model helps understand real-world systems like political information flows and host-
parasite interactions.

* IE AIS A Tdeh i1 T GUTITerdl shl HHA & Heg Hcl & oI STl STTThRT T JaTe
3 gEh-Asrare ara: |

» The model can exist in three phases:
« Jg ATST dYeT HTEYTHT HF @ GHhaT &

o Disordered Phase: 1s and |s are randomly arranged, and there is no clear order.

o CUATEY HGEYT: 1 3R | FaANT G T SHARY I &, 3R PIS TASC had AGT BIcT|

e Ordered Phase: 1s and |s form a fixed, unchanging pattern.

o THIRRYT HIEYT: 1 3R | U AT 3R 3raRad=i deet 7 cxafRyd gia g1

e Swap Phase: The most ordered species (P or Q) keeps alternating over time, like the
tick-tock of a clock.

o  EY ITEAT TN 310F cuafeyd yofa (P 9T Q) THI F AT a1)-a1) & seard) W@ &,
S o gt Y fem-few|

2D vs 3D Model Behaviour
2D 31X 3D ATSd & YdeR # IH

* In 2D, both the ordered and swap phases are suppressed.

« 2D #, =gafeyq 3 T IraTU” g1t ga ATt &
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* In 3D, the swap phase becomes stable and continues over time.

- 3D &, T 3rgvyr R &) Il # 31T gHT & gy o= @ B

» According to a paper in Physical Review E, the 3D swap phase shows characteristics of a
time crystal.

» [fFer Reg 378 TFehTTRI Teh Qe I & 378N, 3D T Irae T A B fhvee &1 faQvarnd
g gl
* Time crystals are unusual states of matter where the system oscillates stably over time.

- TI3H fpTed Yer T Ueh 3THT 3/aET 8T 8, foas vormely I & arr ffyT ¥ § aieer
HTCT B

Impact of Asymmetry Between P and Q

P 3t Q & e fAwsrar &1 o T

« If an asymmetry is introduced — like different flip rates from 1 to | or vice versa — the
ordered phase becomes stable even in 2D.

- IfE FIS FTATAAT 1S ST — W 1 ¥ | AT 58 Joic AT a7 & 3y — ar 2D & sft syafeya
3raEyT BT &1 STl B

Applications and Significance
37T AR Aged

» The Ising model and its extensions have revolutionised condensed-matter physics by
revealing simple rules behind complex systems.

« ST AT 3R 3TH TAMYAT oF Tafaa-uere sifah & Fifa a1 &Y &, F9ifF 3 Afea
gonferdY & IS & T AIHAT 3R T

* By adding non-reciprocal interactions, the model’'s use now extends to more scientific
fields.

« IR-IREINF 3 T:FHAT SSHT, 3T AlST T 39T 379 3R 30F oA a3 g _eaRa ar
TR

* The phase transitions observed in the model may help uncover unknown dynamics in such
systems.

« ATST # W 7T g€ IRTdA 3T g ST Fonforat H AT AfAHY FI 39PR et H Heg FT
qohd g

* The findings could help in understanding rhythmic biological activities and in designing
synthetic active materials.
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- I sy fe ey sfafaftat & gase 3R fafes afteg werah =t fSomse e # Acg

X Tohd g

* Examples include bacteria swimming, murmuration of starlings, and microrobots
deciding flight formations.

« 3CTEI0T 3 efAeT & urelt & SR SR, shde Yoot & 33 uah (werfeiew), 3R warse wiEea
TT FIA ATHI-NEICH|
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Combating obesity among adolescents

GS Paper lll: S&T
GS Paper II: Health
here is an increased
focus in public
discourse on growing
obesity among
adolescents. The seventh edition
of Poshan Pakhwada, held last
month, focused on childhood and
adolescent obesity alongside the
first 1,000 days of life. The ‘Let’s
Fix Our Food’ consortium, a
multi-stakeholder initiative
spearheaded by the Indian
Council of Medical
Research-National Institute of
Nutrition, the Public Health
Foundation of India,
UNICEF-India, and others,
recently released a set of policy
briefs advocating for the need to
better the food environments for
adolescents. Last month, in a
move to improve transparency on
food labels, the Supreme Court
gave the Central government a
strict three-month window to
finalise and enforce transparent
food labelling regulations. These
measures point towards growing
concern about the problem.

Nutrition paradox
Adolescence is a period of rapid
growth and transformation that
lays the foundation for future
health and well-being. Yet, in
India, this crucial stage is being
compromised not only by the
problem of under nutrition but
also by an emerging epidemic of
obesity and diet-related
non-communicable diseases.
Ironically, we now live in an era
where reaching for a highly
processed packaged food item is
more convenient than choosing
healthier alternatives. Poor
nutrition, driven by the aggressive
marketing and widespread
availability of ultra-processed
foods, is pushing our youth
towards a lifetime burden of
obesity, diabetes, and
cardiovascular diseases. This is
threatening their well-being and
also the nation’s long-term
productivity and growth.

India has, for a while, been
facing a nutrition paradox where
under nutrition and obesity
coexist. While malnutrition

Dr. SubbaRao
M. Gavaravarapu

Scientist-F and Head,

Nutrition Information,

Communication and
Health Education
Division,
ICMR-(National
Institute of Nutrition
NIN)

=
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A healthier
India demands
more than
awareness — it
requires healthy
eating plates,
playgrounds,
policy action,
vouth
leadership, and
a major shift in
our food
environments

persists among children, obesity
and diet-related diseases are
surging at an alarming rate. As per
the World Obesity Atlas 2024,
India has one of the steepest
annual increases in childhood
obesity globally. The
Comprehensive National Nutrition
Survey indicates that on average,
over 5% of adolescents in India
and as many as 10-15% in about 10
States are either overweight or
obese. For a country with a fifth of
its population being adolescents,
this is deeply concerning.
Adolescents are among the
most vulnerable yet least
empowered. In an apparently
liberal food environment, their
food choices appear to be many,
but healthier options are not easy
to find. Food choices are shaped
by schools, social media, peer
influence, and aggressive
marketing. As highly processed
foods, sugary drinks, and high
sodium foods become dietary
staples, obesity rates among
teenagers continue to climb at an
alarming pace. Nutrition,
however, is not just a health issue
— it directly impacts education,
mental well-being, and future
productivity. Poor nutrition is
linked to decreased concentration,
lower academic performance, and
higher absenteeism, limiting
students’ potential. In our current
food systems frameworks, a shift
in power towards children (or
those who uphold children’s
rights) is imminent to achieve
healthy and equitable food
systems that prioritise children’s
well-being. Government policies
such as making nutrition a ‘Jan
Andolan (people’s movement)’,
and school health and wellness
programmes, will create greater
awareness on nutrition.

Dealing with the crisis

What we essentially need is a
two-pronged approach: strong
regulatory policies that prioritise
adolescent health and active youth
engagement. How can policies
ensure that healthy foods become
accessible, affordable, and most
importantly, aspirational in our

Combating Obesity Among Adolescents

diverse food environments? Fiscal
measures such as a health tax on
high fat, salt, and sugar, and
subsidies for nutrient-rich foods,
have proven to be somewhat
effective in discouraging
consumption of sugar sweetened
beverages in other countries. We
must implement front-of-pack
nutrition labels to enable
informed consumer choices,
alongside stricter regulations to
curb misleading advertisements
targeting children, particularly on
digital platforms and in schools.

Schools too play a critical role
in shaping children’s food
environments. Nutrition
education in schools and
communities can empower the
youth to make informed food
choices, and take up physical
activity. However, the problem is
not only about a lack of awareness
or bad food choices. There is a
need to enhance food literacy as
an essential life skill that can equip
adolescents to differentiate
between healthy and unhealthy
food, whether they are bought
from outside or prepared at home;
help them choose diverse diets
from what is locally grown; and to
be able to read and decipher the
information on food labels.

We also need inter-ministerial
coordination. Nutrition falls under
multiple ministries — Women and
Child Development, Health,
Agriculture, Industry, Consumer
Affairs, and Education — and each
is working on different aspects.
However, without convergence in
discourse and action, efforts
remain fragmented. Initiatives
such as Poshan Abhiyaan provide
a framework for collaboration, but
a united front from multiple
sectors can advocate for stronger
regulatory frameworks.

It is time to acknowledge that a
healthier India demands more
than awareness — it requires
healthy eating plates,
playgrounds, policy action, youth
leadership, and a major shift in
our food environments. When we
prioritise healthy beginnings, we
will pave the way for a hopeful
future.
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« A healthier India demands more than awareness — it requires
healthy eating plates, playgrounds, policy action, youth leadership,
and a major shift in our food environments.

« U TIEY R F AT Faer ARTEHRdT & 71, afen Tavy de, 9 &
#Her, Aifdera F1¥ars, Far Aqea, 3R @eF araEvoT # 937 seAT HTF
gl

Growing Concern and Policy Initiatives

ged! frar 3l Aifdera gger

* There is increased focus in public discourse on growing obesity among adolescents.

- AdSifereh Tt 7 fReiRY & ded Al W euTeT Higd fhar ST @ B

* The seventh edition of Poshan Pakhwada, held last month, focused on childhood and
adolescent obesity alongside the first 1,000 days of life.

-wmmmmmﬁwmm@mﬁmmmmﬁm
3R Sfae & gge 1,000 et 9R €a1e shigd fomam|

* The ‘Let’s Fix Our Food’ consortium, led by ICMR-National Institute of Nutrition, PHFI,
UNICEF-India, and others, released policy briefs to improve food environments for
adolescents.

- ‘AeH b IR T3 TIgg, [STHT wijed ICMR-TSET YT HEATA, PHFI, UNICEF-India, 37
Y T8 8, o foneiRl & forw @ed ardrevor gura ¢ Aifa o= oy e

» The Supreme Court recently gave the Central government a three-month deadline to
enforce transparent food labelling regulations.

« BTl &1 7 GA FIE 7 Fg TFR 1 WIGT AfdT fAIAT Y AR A & {30 et 7@ A
qHIHEAT Y|

Nutrition Paradox in Adolescents
fareRY A Qrvor f[AemaT

* Adolescence is a phase of rapid growth and forms the foundation for future health.

- fReRTaTAT AT faFr T 3/aTAT g & 3R I sy F Tareey Fr &g @dr gl
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* In India, adolescents face both undernutrition and an epidemic of obesity and diet-related
non-communicable diseases.

« TR # TR FATOT & TTY-T1Y A 3R MeR F 3 R-Tehrarsh At Hr #Ageary i o
AT T & 2 |

» Ultra-processed packaged foods are now more accessible than healthier alternatives,
causing poor nutrition.

* 39 FATAF THEFA Yhos Wed Iard T el 1 Jofal & 37t gorwt §, foed e
ST &Y V5T &

» Aggressive marketing and wide availability of such foods are increasing obesity, diabetes,
and cardiovascular diseases among youth.

- VO WIeY YTl &1 ATHEE TR AR SqT9% Sueretrar Jarsii & Averdr, AYAs, 3 ge7 Aer a7
Wl

* This impacts not only individual health but also national productivity and economic
growth.

* Ig Shddl cATFITd FATELY & oAe1, Sfoh ST Scatgahdl R ATFYE faawrT i o werfad sxar
gl

Revised Parameters and National Data

* India is experiencing a nutrition paradox, where undernutrition and obesity coexist.

« TR # T qrwor RS ¥, STeT Farwer 3R Averar v @ Al &

+ According to the World Obesity Atlas 2024, India has one of the steepest annual increases
in childhood obesity globally.

- 305 N/ Teaw 2024 & IFAR, HRA F qa9T & Aerd 7 gfarar & gad o a1fdF gefr e
TS

* The Comprehensive National Nutrition Survey reveals that over 5% of Indian adolescents
are overweight or obese.

* FHIT TSET NYOT FHRTOT o 3R, SR H AT 5% W 3Tk e 1Ml aorar am Al &
TETE

* In about 10 States, 10-15% of adolescents are overweight or obese.

« STITSTAT 10 T=AT H 10-15% fReiR 318 g a1 Ae & R &1
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» With adolescents making up one-fifth of the population, this trend is extremely concerning.

« R STeTEaT &1 graar Rt 8, safav Ig ygia dgg Riareers ¢

Vulnerability and Influence Factors

Haearefierar 3 U9 STeler 9Tl RS

» Adolescents are vulnerable yet least empowered to make informed food choices.
« ToRelIR HageTRiiel 81 § alfehel 3o¢ M9l WIEH T4l T AW HH AfFd TId gl
« Although food choices seem many, healthy options are often difficult to access.

» 81T & Taohed 87el €1 A @91 g, Afthet Favy el o 95 el AR g1 ¢

» Choices are shaped by schools, social media, peer pressure, and marketing of processed

food.
« 3o faehedl T Fer, ANRrer #fEar, @it #1 werma, 3N WREs @y verdt #1 e wsfad
AT E|

* The rising intake of processed foods, sugary drinks, and high-sodium snacks is causing
obesity to rise rapidly.

- WT8Fs Ted, #S 99, 3R 3w FHF arer AR & o Ao F AT Joff & ¢ WL

Nutrition and Broader Impact

99T 3R <I9S gHTE

* Nutrition affects not just health, but also education, mental well-being, and future
productivity.

« QIYUT chaol TATELY & o1gT, Sfodh [RI&T, AR Ufa, 3R sfasy i Icurgerar & off genfaa
AT

* Poor nutrition leads to lower concentration, reduced academic performance, and
increased absenteeism.

o G QYT § FH EATT Higd F36T, Ae70F ggeiar A fRrae, 3 sufeufaat & s 3 1

* This limits the true potential of students and impacts their long-term growth.

- SHY BT T FREATA &1t AT gl § 3R 3o7h drdpiferas faerr o 3R Usar g |

Way Forward and Policy Directions

3T T TEAT AR Afdera fgam

» The current food system needs to shift power towards children and their rights.

« TIATH WIET YTl 1 geal IR 3% JAFRY 1 e 7 afFa 1 gediaor = gem|
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A child-centered food system is essential for a healthy and equitable future.

- FoA1-F T TG YoITelt Teh T AR Tt Hfasyr & forw rmaeas g

* Government programmes like the ‘Jan Andolan’ on nutrition and School Health and
Wellness programmes will increase awareness.

- FIHNT FRHH S 90T G ST et 3R Fhel FARLT R FEATOT FTFHH SATEHAT TgTT
# wEIF |

Dealing with the Crisis
"He ¥ orgea

* We essentially need a two-pronged approach: strong regulatory policies that prioritise
adolescent health and active youth engagement.

« §H HeId: g Torelifer 1 3raIsar §: T Ferwrd fAarHEs Al S freR wareey it
wrafAesar & R garsit i afsng ameiiery g 3|

* Policies must ensure that healthy foods become accessible, affordable, and aspirational in
our diverse food environments.

- AT T Tg GIATRET e TRV o Faey Hierer gAR fafar @y aRaer # gerer, frwrd
3iX rFEF T

* Fiscal measures such as a health tax on high fat, salt, and sugar, and subsidies for
nutrient-rich foods have proven effective in discouraging consumption of sugar-sweetened
beverages in other countries.

- Rt 3ur, Si9 T rfles o, s 3ik el ot @iy geref o wareeT T 3R 9w acat @
Y WG W Afews, 31 &2t 7 #1S 44T it Wud &1 7 et H Ferar | o |

* We must implement front-of-pack nutrition labels to enable informed consumer choices.

« & Whe-3iTh-da ayor afeer o] e TiRT fSad sushedr gfaa favkr o @

« Stricter regulations are needed to curb misleading advertisements targeting children,
particularly on digital platforms and in schools.

- Iy &9 @ RBfSrea caewmt 3R Tl 7 sl I afEid Fe arel #me et W) A & faw
F2 ATHAT Hr 39 TRaT |

Role of Schools and Food Literacy

Tl Y FAFT AR W A&

» Schools play a critical role in shaping children’s food environments.

« Tl STl o Wi TRAA Y TR Set H Ageaqut {fAawT fovama &1
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* Nutrition education in schools and communities can empower youth to make informed food
choices and promote physical activity.

« Tl 3R FeTaT A qiwor RIeT Jarait & gl siere T3+ 3R i afafafer smoae & faw
HAF FolT el B |

» The problem is not only lack of awareness or bad food choices.

« TFETIT Fael ARTEHAT Y FHY I7 @I ST fAsheat 7 787 &

* There is a need to enhance food literacy as an essential life skill.
« QTG WIERAT I Ueh HA SHITeT FIRI & FG F TGTaT &el I ATGThT ¢l

* It helps adolescents to:
o Differentiate between healthy and unhealthy food,

e Choose locally grown diverse diets,
e Read and understand food labels.

« g TohaRT T Ta&TH FATT & foh o
o TAEY IR ITTEYT WIS H 3T FX Toh,
o TR T & 3T A0 A 3R g7 T,
o WG ded &I U¢ 3N FAST T |

Need for Inter-ministerial Coordination

AT & i H-aF Y 3T THdr

* Nutrition falls under multiple ministries — Women and Child Development, Health,
Agriculture, Industry, Consumer Affairs, and Education.

* IYUT g HATOIAN — HigelT 3R aTel T, FTarEL, FHiW, ST, ST HF R RIeT — &
3T ST B

» Each ministry works on different aspects, but without convergence, efforts remain
fragmented.

* Gc3sh HIATTY AI-37erdT Ggef3il TR I Il 8, olfehed AHAT & TG H JITH @I3d I§ ST B |

« Initiatives like Poshan Abhiyaan provide a framework for collaboration.

- QINOT I S T FEAT F ForT vk &= e o &

* A united front from multiple sectors is necessary to advocate stronger regulatory
frameworks.

- TafSie=T &Y=t & Tehse Tgel T AR ¢ ifeh A A g Y Serar fem s dah|
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Call for Action

FRATE FT 3TEATT

+ A healthier India demands more than awareness — it needs healthy eating plates,
playgrounds, policy action, youth leadership, and a major shift in our food environments.

- Ueh TGEY AR & fT Shadl AT &1 781, Sfor €T N, Qd & AgH, Afaerg FIaTE,
JaT Aqed, 3N @e IRawr & a7 aeara 39T &

* Prioritising healthy beginnings will pave the way for a hopeful future.

» TEEY YT T TTATHR T ST Teh HTATSHAF SIS T AT TRIES |

GETTY IMAGES
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The workings of an atomiser and its
myriad applications

Atomisers are used everywhere where a liquid needs to be distributed in a specific and efficient way across a surface or through a space. Some ways
in which sprays differ are in the drop size, spray pattern, and angle of application

[GS Paper 11i: S&T ]

Vasudevan Mukunth

1l of us have had this

experience at some point: you

wake up, find out you're late

for a class or meeting, clean up,
put on some nice clothes, and run. When
you finally get to where you need to be,
you're sweating. You pull out a small
deodorant bottle from your bag, give
yourself a spray, and you're set. Wasn’t
that handy? The spray nozzle, also known
as an atomiser, is a nifty piece of
technology that creates a mist of particles
from a liquid on demand. Liquids are
easier to store whereas a spray spreads
better. Thus some enterprising engineers
invented the atomiser to allow you, and in
fact many industries in the world, to
make the best of both worlds.

What is an atomiser?

An atomiser is a device that creates a
spray. A spray is in turn a collection of
drops that disperses as gas. There are
different kinds of atomisers based on the
kind of spray required. Since there are
many hundreds of scenarios where sprays
are required — including injecting fuel
into internal combustion engines,
manufacturing steel, and to irrigate
gardens and quench small fires —
atomisers are also expected to have
different abilities.

Some simple ways in which sprays
differ are in the drop size, spray pattern,
and angle of application.

There are at least two ways to measure
spray drop sizes: by the drops’ average
surface area or average volume. Some use
a statistical figure called the Relative Span
Factor (RSF). It denotes the distribution of
drop sizes as a ratio of the size difference
between the largest and smallest drops to

the median size. If the RSF is close to 1, it
means the spray is close to being very
evenly sized.

There are also many ways to measure
the drop sizes. For example, the greater
the angle at which light is scattered by a
drop, the smaller it is. So scientists can
shine a laser light at a spray and assess
drop sizes using a detector to record the
scattered light.

Spray pattern refers to the distribution
of the spray’s drops once they hit the
target surface. While the spray on a
deodorant may want to deliver drops to a
wide area on skin, a spray in a coal mine
may need to deliver a ring of drops
spreading in a conical shape through the
air to quickly trap as many coal-dust
particles as possible (devices that can
achieve the latter are good at preventing
clogging and can create sprays at low
pressure.)

Similarly, the angle of application
matters to keep a spray from striking
surfaces that shouldn’t be sprayed or,
conversely, to cover a given area as
efficiently as possible.

There are many more spray
characteristics that matter.

How does an atomiser work?

There are many applications, so there are
many atomisers. Perhaps the one
mechanism they all share is that they
create sprays by blowing up some liquid.
In one simple implementation, liquid
flowing through a wider channel is
suddenly forced into a much narrower
channel. A sufficiently high pressure drop
will cause the liquid to break up into
small drops. If the narrower channel has a
notched opening at the other end, the
spray emerges as a flat fan — of the kind
used in spray painting.

If the narrower channel opens after a
short distance to an upward ramp, the
fluid hits the ramp in a sheet and then
shatters into drops — an output that’s
useful when a thin coating is required,
like an insecticide on a plant.

Another design called a pressure-swirl
atomiser works similarly to when you're
cradling a glass of chai in your hand. To
help it cool, you might move the glass
with your hand such that the liquid swirls
inside, flowing more along the sides than
in the centre. The atomiser does the same
thing while allowing air to push through
at the centre, keeping the fluid flowing
along the walls. As gravity pulls the fluid
down, a small opening allows it to flow
out in a conical pattern.

More complicated designs cater to
specific applications. For example, an
atomiser can also deliver an aerosol —
which is a spray where the drops are so
small (typically 10 micro metre or
smaller) that they can stay airborne for
many hours instead of settling down. To
do this the shear, or tearing, force acting
on the liquid at the liquid-gas interface
should be much higher than in, say, an
atomiser used to spray cleaning liquid on
a household surface.

Pressure-swirl atomisers can achieve
this if the liquid is already at high
pressure when entering the swirling
chamber. Other techniques include
ultrasonic nebulisation, where
high-frequency vibrations induced on the
liquid surface can cause small drops to
break off, and air-assisted atomisers,
where compressed air rips through the
liquid as it flows out.

Where are atomisers used?
Aside from the applications mentioned
thus far, atomisers are used everywhere

where a liquid needs to be distributed in a
specific and efficient way across a surface
or through a space. In power plants,
coolants are sprayed on spinning turbine
blades and lubricants are often sprayed
on machines with high-contact moving
parts — in both cases to prevent heat
build-up.

A method called spray drying is used to
make milk powder by creating a spray
and passing it through hot gas to quickly
dry it. In the automobile and aerospace
sectors, fuel injectors spray pressurised
fuel into engines.

Firefighters’ only option for putting out
fires involving flammable solids is often
foam sprays.

In addition to pesticides and fertilizers,
farmers use spray-based irrigation
systems when planting in soils that have
poor percolation.

Atomisers are ubiquitous in medicine:
nasal sprays deliver drugs to the lungs,
pain-relief sprays can quickly soothe
aching muscles, antiseptics are sprayed
on wounds, and disinfectants are used to
keep air and hospital surfaces clean.

In the early days of COVID-19
pandemic, there was some confusion over
how far the virus could spread by air,
leaving many scientists trying to model
the pathogen as an aerosol. Climate
scientists also study aerosols because of
their cooling effects in the atmosphere, to
subtract them and estimate the actual
level of warming.

Within a household itself, atomisers
serve cooking oils, mirror cleaners, and
fragrances for hair and perfumes. In the
end, let’s not forget the humble
deodorant itself that allows people to be
around each other despite India’s
increasingly hot summers without stuffing
their noses.

The Workings of an Atomiser and Its Myriad Applications
TCHTSSIY &Y FRIYUITN 3R 38 3 39T

o Atomisers are used everywhere aliquid needs to be distributed
in a specific and efficient way across a surface or through

space.
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ddg I A1 frdlY Tarer o fafdrse 3Ry s @ faRa s i
ITRIFAT ardl B

Some ways in which sprays differ are in the drop size, spray pattern, and angle of
application.

T IeT9T-3rerer Al @ AT 81 8, S o 3Tehy el &7 IR, T &7 deet, 3R ey Fa
T HIoT|

Everyday Use of Atomisers

TTHTSSIY &1 &fes 39aNer

Many of us have used sprays like deodorants when we're in a hurry and sweating, to
freshen up quickly.

§A H A &S ollaT Sedl A 3R g8 & R g 9X FBAge S T o1 392197 & § arfeh i
arerel fAe gl

The spray nozzle or atomiser is a simple yet effective device that converts liquid into
a fine mist on demand.

T ATl AT TEATFR Teh ATEROT Afehed THTGRITEl 3ThITT & i TR AT IHR e Y
#ET U F age &aT ¥

Liquids are easy to store while sprays are easy to spread, and the atomiser helps
combine the best of both.

AT Y FAET FIAT AT 81T & 3T T 1 b1 3mae, 31K veAsaT gl 1 areT
JeTe LT &

What is an Atomiser?

UCHISSIR 4T 87

An atomiser is a device that produces a spray, which is a collection of drops
dispersed in gas.

TCATSIR Teh IYHT ¢ Sl Teh T ToA1AT &, ST 31 3 ol & &7 v @Ag g |
Atomisers come in various forms depending on the type of spray needed for

applications like fuel injection, steel manufacturing, garden irrigation, and fire
control.

TCATSSI TafHeeT FehRT 3 311d 8, S T Sorareret, ¥l faraAor, amrarit =S, 3R 3mer
I S AT o [T 3Taegesh T & §FR W F9R a2 &
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How Sprays Differ
g IFR e 1 §

e Sprays differ based on drop size, spray pattern, and application angle.
T 7 T T JFR, T Yeat, 3R A1) FI T HI07 3 3TUR RN HeaAdr gidr 8|

e Drop sizes can be measured by average surface area or average volume, and also
by a statistical factor called Relative Span Factor (RSF).

9al #1 FR AT Tag &G AT HFT ITAAT & AT ST Hhl &, 3N U WifETHA
dea Rafea we thaex (RSF) &

e RSF represents the distribution of drop sizes as the ratio between the largest and
smallest drops to the median size.

RSF, 9l & TR HT fIawor aeidr & St Jad 931 3K Fa@ B a6l F 3R F71 3twa
ITHR W AT Bl & |
e If RSF is close to 1, the spray has evenly sized drops.

& RSF 1 & A9 g1, ol T H WAL HFR g gleil o |

How Drop Size is Measured

el & PR Y $& AT AT §

e One method involves scattering light: the smaller the drop, the greater the angle at
which it scatters light.

o T TATer  yaprer F @@ &l A197 ST 8 4 vl B gheft, ag 3 3fw For W)
yTer &1 farEh|

e Scientists use laser light and a detector to measure light scattering and thereby
assess drop size.

o Tl AR ATge 3R BT A1 3T Y yaprer farwwra B ATIA § 3 36 YR &t @
TR AT A B

Spray Pattern and Its Importance

T Yoo 31 suwT Fgeq

Spray pattern is the distribution of spray drops on the target surface.

0 Yoo, aftra wag o ¥ qa¥ &7 fAeror glar g

For example, a deodorant spray aims to cover a wide skin area, while a spray in coal mines
may aim for a conical ring of drops to capture coal-dust efficiently.

3e18R0T & for, Baide ¥ 7 3603 @O & U% 93 RE} ) a1 gIaT &, STafeh HIgaT @aret 3
T T 38T P Y Y FT TH3a & fAT AF & IMHR F & S gien g
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* Devices used in such environments must be good at preventing clogging and must work at
low pressure.

« U IIATaROT & IYANIT HT FTe aTor SUHIUN hl AT A T4 # WeTH 31K FH ga1d W FRT el
QY T I1fgu|

Importance of Angle of Application

9] FT1 & HIVT T Aged

Angle of application helps in avoiding unintended areas and in efficiently covering
the intended surface.

AT FT&A T FHIOT 3eTaTg &7 T q4Ter 3R ATNT FeA§ Y ToHTel S1 § @hat & Heg Al o |

There are many other spray characteristics that matter in industrial and everyday
applications.

ez 3R A 3o 3 3R o F§ T Rrdvan? Agcaqer @

How Does an Atomiser Work?
TUCHTSOI W FIH HIAT 872

Atomisers are used to create sprays by breaking up liquid using air or pressure.
TCHTSSR T 3UANTT T i AT AT ST F ATETH A BIT FUIT H dAlSH T 71 & fow
R ST §1

In a simple type, liquid flows through a wide channel and is suddenly forced into a
narrower channel, causing a high pressure drop.

T TTURUT YhR H, a7l Teh A1 Aol & 984T & 31K 3/a7eis tah TR Ael & Y92 aaT g,
fSaw 3= garg & fRmEe 3 B

This pressure drop causes the liquid to break into small drops.

Ig gaTd I & e BIE el A €€ ST g

If the narrower channel ends in a notched opening, the spray emerges as a flat fan —
used in spray painting.

T T deTel MheR &g TR TATCT gIaT 8, d T HATT 9d@ & FT H foieheldl § —
ToTeRT 3Ter ¥ §fEer & grar &1

If the channel leads to an upward ramp, the liquid forms a sheet and breaks into drops
— useful for thin coatings like insecticides.

e, DAeTel Teh FYT Y 3T FAATT bl 3R ST 8, o T Teh TIeTell Il TeATeh sl H & STl
& — I% Tdell e, St reanera, & fow sudel grar g

Pressure-Swirl Atomisers

TR-TT TCHTSIT
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Similar to swirling tea in a cup to cool it, pressure-swirl atomisers rotate liquid inside,
keeping it along the walls.

ST AT Y FY A AT FT 337 AT 1T 8§, 3 &7 RR-FeT UCHTSSN AT ohl 36T AT X
AaRT F fFaR Tg=t T B

Air pushes through the center, and gravity pulls the fluid down through a small
opening, forming a conical spray.

a1 Fg @ F1T I §, 3N Iecareior ove # B B @ e diaar g, oew s
AFATHR T Al &

Some atomisers deliver aerosols — sprays with droplets smaller than 10
micrometres, which stay airborne for hours.

6 TCHTZSR T YeTe i § — el 10 AFHIHET & B FOT 81 &, 51l wel a gar
R L RG]

For aerosols, high shear force is applied at the liquid-gas interface to break the liquid
into very small drops.

W & T, aer-3h o oX At RITT oo oo S &, s o’el Sgd ole Hoil
geargl

Pressure-swirl atomisers can do this if the liquid is at high pressure inside the swirling
chamber.

WR-Tq TSHATSAR AT I Tohd! ¢ Tfe; el TATIdT daT & 3o ga1d H g7 |

Other types include:
3T YhRT H AT g

Ultrasonic nebulisation: Uses high-frequency vibrations to break the liquid into small
droplets.

JeeTafaE AqATSINI: 30 HIGRY FIT & ATEIH Y A N B FON 7 Arsar |

Air-assisted atomisers: Use compressed air to tear through the liquid as it flows
out.

TI-HFAELS TEATSS: GaTageFd &aT 1 SYANT L & il ST Toleheld HHAY el &l T3
et 8l

Where Are Atomisers Used?

UCTHTSSIY &1 39T Fgl aldT &2

Atomisers are used wherever liquids need to be sprayed efficiently across a surface
or through space.

UCHTSS T 3UZNIT FT fohdT SITCT § STgT ael 1 FeAAAT S Folg I AT FATT H Prelrelr
gl
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e In power plants, sprays are used to cool turbine blades and lubricate moving
machine parts to prevent heat build-up.

UTaR CATCH H, THIS salgd ! 33T el 3R Teret AAat & feat o et et & forw
T &1 39T R Srar ¢ arfes ot 1 eaw A @l

e Spray drying is used to make milk powder by spraying liquid milk into hot gas to dry it
quickly.
T SIS T 3TN QY IS Teiled 3 fohar STl &, Torest ool g ! a1et 3 & ¥ a7 Qslt
¥ @I AT 8|

e Inautomobiles and aerospace, fuel injectors spray pressurised fuel into engines.

o JAAETE 3R TN &, T T Solel H qaragard $HeT T & F ¢ |

e For flammable solid fires, firefighters use foam sprays.

o ST ST YGTAT Y AT TSI o TIT BIIXBIST B TX T 3TN &l ¢ |

e Inagriculture, spray systems are used for pesticides, fertilizers, and irrigation on
soils with poor percolation.

o FRTA, Freamersl, 38THT 3R RIS & fw o [EeeH 13U f&har S7rer 8, faQve w4
ST gaer arelt fAed A|

In medicine, atomisers are used in;

Rafécar A, veAtseR 1 3909 g 6

o Nasal sprays to deliver drugs to lungs

. AF & T aarEE B e a Tgu & v

o Pain relief sprays for aching muscles

o &¢& fAaR® T AR & &8 FF A7d F & v

e Antiseptic sprays for wounds

o TERATeH T g@l W @ & fow

o Disinfectant sprays for air and surfaces in hospitals

o TRUShade T gar 3 3F9dare Y Idgl 1 a6 WA & fow

e During the early COVID-19 pandemic, there was confusion over airborne spread,
leading scientists to model the virus as an aerosol.

FIf3-19 FFTAY Y YTHTA A, FaT ¥ Hel1d T oIehd 373 T, T A=AMToAhi o ATIRE
TS & §9 H HATSel F¥et T HIFAA A

¢ Climate scientists study aerosols because they have cooling effects in the
atmosphere, which must be subtracted to estimate true global warming.

Serarg daATeve TR &1 AT Xl § Fi1eh Folehl ATATRUT H S8 T Il §, Ford
AEATaE Tt AT 1 3TAT S H Felell I3 ¢ |
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At home, atomisers are used for:

TR A, TCHISOR &l 3TIT fohT ST &

e Cooking oil sprays

o WHT Y& & ad & T
e Mirror cleaners

o TEST WP HIA aTel T

e Hair fragrances and perfumes

e The humble deodorant is also an atomiser — helping people stay fresh in India’s hot
summers.

o TR BAENT o U TeATSTR § — ST el Y s <y ATt F arerelt ST @ &
HeE AT &
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