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1. Ban on movement of Kukis in Naga areas of Manipur
suspended
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2. Russia’s bridge to Crimea struck using underwater
explosives

TH T HIAAT A SVt arelt Iof et F o f_Aespest &
arferarea

Ban on movement of
Kukis in Naga areas of
Manipur suspended

|GS Paper I: Society

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

A Manipur group has sus-
pended its ban on the
movement of Kuki people
within the territories of
four Naga communities.

The Committee on Pro-
tection of Indigenous Peo-
ple’s Ancestral Land (COPI-
PAL) said the ban, which
was to have taken effect on
June 2, was withdrawn “for
some time” in the “interest
of maintaining peace” in
the State.

The COPIPAL, formed
during a people’s consulta-
tive meeting convened by
the Joint Tribes Council on
April 14 in Kangpokpi dis-
trict’'s Konsaram village,
had announced a “com-
plete restriction on the
movement of Kukis” with-

1n the territories of the In-
pui, Liangmai, Rongmei,
and Zeme Naga
communities.

Konsaram is one of the
oldest Naga villages in Ma-
nipur.

According to the com-
mittee, the Kukis attacked
the Liangmai Naga inhabi-
tants of the village in an
“unprovoked and orches-
trated act of aggression”
on April 5, severely “un
dermining the peace and
dignity” of the indigenous
Naga people.

The Nagas have been
largely neutral in the con-
flict between the tribal Ku-
ki-Zo and the non-tribal
Meitei communities that
broke out in 2023, claiming
more than 250 human lives
and displacing some
60,000 others.

Ban on movement of Kukis in
Naga areas of Manipur
suspended

ﬂfﬁg%ﬁﬂﬁ&%‘:ﬁﬁgﬁﬁrmﬁaﬁ
ATATSITEY YT ST ITAT Tfaaer
ICEICGRE R K]

A Manipur-based group has suspended its
ban on the movement of Kuki people within
the territories of four Naga communities.

AT & TF Vg A TR AT FHCEAT & &5 &
Feh! WA Y HTATSTET 9T ST T FiAeer Y
foreifaa # R 8

 The Committee on Protection of Indigenous
People’s Ancestral Land (COPIPAL) said the ban,
which was to take effect on June 2, has been
withdrawn “for some time” in the interest of
maintaining peace in the State.

Tt v i Y offr iy e wfATY (COPIPAL) &
gl foh g gfaaer, St 2 ST & o] et T, T &
MY FATT TEA & 363 A "FS TA7T & fav” amw
o a8

e The COPIPAL was formed during a consultative
meeting called by the Joint Tribes Council on

April 14 in Konsaram village of Kangpokpi district.
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COPIPAL & 37351 14 318l T FTarRd fSre & HIEA M 7 §gFa STty IRwe
AT FelTs 1S quHe dow & Ge fama aram 2|

e It had announced a complete restriction on the movement of Kukis within the territories
of the Inpui, Liangmai, Rongmei, and Zeme Naga communities.

58e 398, foraierst, Aerdt 3l S Ao woer & aYA A Fehr el A Arareme) 9w qor
gfcraer T giwoT 6 Y|

o Konsaram is one of the oldest Naga villages in Manipur.
FIAUH, ATV & FEH QA AT 17at 7 8 0 g

e According to the committee, the Kukis had attacked the Liangmai Naga residents of the
village on April 5 in an “unprovoked and orchestrated act of aggression”.

GTAT & TN, 5 3riker T Faht el o a17g & fArrerst amen farfit o v "swama &
faer 3 Arsrerragy gHA 7 gHer R an

e The incident was said to have undermined the peace and dignity of the indigenous
Naga people.

S T A TRl A S iy ernifer AT ARAT A S wgE|

o The Nagas have remained largely neutral in the conflict between the tribal Kuki-Zo
and the non-tribal Meitei communities, which began in 2023.

AT WA 2023 F Y& gU Infeardt FAr-t 3R AR-sfeareh Ao wogerat & o gud
# yfrepiera: devy T@ 39T B

¢ The ethnic violence has claimed more than 250 lives and displaced around 60,000
people.

9 ST fgar & 250 F i ANt 1 SATeT 31§ 337 9713797 60,000 T faFenfae g
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[GS Paper I: Geography ]

A
This drone view shows the Corund river flooding portions of the Praid salt mine on June 2 and the gaping sink holes that have formed near the village of Praid in Romania. It is
one of Europe’s largest salt reserves and receives half a million tourists every year. REUTERS

Praid Salt Mine
9IS Hice AS

e Praid Salt Mine (Romanian: Salina Praid) is located in Harghita County, near the
village of Praid.

o YIS dAlec A (AATATT: el wigs) g3ffar #138 & Tyd &, St wiss a1ig & 91 &

o ltis one of the largest salt reserves in Romania, with estimated reserves of 50
billion tonnes of sodium chloride (NaCl).

o IE VAT & HaA 93 577D HSRI H I U &, Fa@a aemsrer 50 Rfes oo |ifdaw
FARTES (NaCl) 1 AT R B
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Sifto Salt Mine, Ontario, Canada

o Deep beneath the surface of Lake Huron lies the Sifto Salt Mine, part of the largest
salt mining operation in the world.

o AF TYIT T Gelg & A FU ¢ RAwe Aiee A, S gferar & qa@ 93 TAF GeroT
AT T REAT B

Khewra Salt Mines, Pakistan

QI Hiee ATSH, qIfhedre

o Historical and Cultural Significance: Dating back to the time of Alexander the
Great, it's renowned for its rich deposits of Himalayan pink salt.

o AERAw Ik wiEEHlaE Agea: I5 Ridex 7E & FAT A S §, 3R sHdT RwTerdt
T[S THF Y FHEH Il & T Giewr g

e Located in the heart of Punjab, the Khewra Salt Mine holds the title of the second-
largest salt mine in the world.

o USTE & e A AT Q93T Wiee ASA T I gE HIH q9 AHS G o |
e Tunnels extend half a mile into the mountain.

o GV ULTS & 37e3 et Her Feh hell €5 &

« Only half the salt is extracted; the rest left to support the structure.

o Hdol TET THF & ToIhTell ST &; AT TIIAT T FHYT & F T SeT ST 1

Prahova Salt Mine, Romania

Y daT Hiee ATS, AT

e Located in Slanic, the Prahova Salt Mine is the largest salt mine in Europe.

o Tlfa® 7 Ryd ygar diee AR, AT T e 99 77 @1 ¢ |

e Chambers carved out of earth provide a surreal underground landscape, ideal for
people with respiratory ailments.

o [ATE @ et a0 AU et vk et Siffera gRF UEdd A §, S eawer Haeh it
arel o9t & oI 3meey &
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Russia’s bridge to
KY“’. . : Crimea struck using
Russia’s bridge to Crimea struck underwater explosives

using underwater explosives T T FAAT A S aren
gl Telt & A1 faewest @
arfaereda

Ukraine’s SBU security service
stated that it struck the road and
rail bridge connecting Russia and
the Crimean peninsula using
underwater explosives.

Iehel 1 SBU &I WaT o FgT
30 w0 3R AT yragda wr

" 68 Paper I: Mapping AFP EﬂsﬁarﬁmaﬂTWgﬂﬁqﬁﬁﬂ?

Ukraine’s SBU security service said on Tuesday that it had hit the A faFmreat & e g
road and rail bridge, linking Russia and the Crimean peninsula,
below the water level with explosives. Russia said operations on the
bridge resumed after being suspended for about three hours
between 4 a.m. and 7 a.m. local time. AFP

e The attack occurred below water
level, causing disruption to the bridge’s
operations.

g FHAT TA-FL & AT Tehar a7,

mwwmﬂaﬁagml

. Accordlng to Russia, operatlons on the bridge resumed after being suspended for
about three hours between 4 a.m. and 7 a.m. local time.

T & HTER, Yol T HeTolel T ofleT B o fIT T FHATTIAR g 4 T34 F 7 99
oIeh FehT T, foTereh o 38 it & & o feam aram|
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e

Aman cleans a street in front of his business decorated with a poster of former Cuban PreSIdent Raul Castro on his 95th birthday in Havana
on Tuesday. The island is celebrating his birthday, expressing gratitude for his contributions to the Cuban Communist Revolution. AFP

TOPICS COVERED GS Paper II: Polity, Governance, and International
Relations)

1. Ladakh gets new policies on quota, domicile
dearE # Frer AR frarw weelt w18 Afaar ameg

2. Motion of Impeachment against Justice Varma likely
during Monsoon Session of Parliament

AT T & SR SAieeq aaT & [&ars #gridaer geaa
T ST W §
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3. Karnataka to take up Almatti dam dispute with PM
FeAled HAACE 3H fAarg F TUHAA & GHET 3BT

4. No contempt if Parliament or legislatures make laws: SC
a7 THE AT FAUTARHTT FToeT TATT @AY HAHTAAT 781 B19i1:
Hafod A Tad

5. Attacks on Muslims are not isolated, climate of impunity
must be dismantled: Jamaat

HACHTAL I FHA kel TeATE 781 §, GUedieran & ATgler 1
HATCT HIT gI9M: STHTT

6. India not getting invited for G7 meet in Canada another
diplomatic bungle: Congress

HATST H G7 4% & fov 5IRa 1 AR o B s v
3R TR 9@ FEE

7. EC introduces new tech-driven system to update voter
turnout

HAGTAT ATGTe 33! HI HYST FIa & AT ToATa AT F 7§
deheoh-3TUTRT TOTTell & HY

8. Government plans to wind down National Polio
Surveillance Network centres in India

HIT & TSHT NG AIRTEAT Aeas Fal FY 9g FIA A
TIHR Y JrsTell

9. Centre Must Attend to the Grievances of the People of
Ladakh

&g F AT F AN 1 RNFadal W eI o1 T1ee

10. India-Australia Defence Ties Beyond American
Shadows

IARE IHIT F I ARA-ITESTAIT T84T FaY
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The Political Deadlock in Taiwan
drsard # Uatsdifas afarer
Does the Civil Services Examination Need Reform?

F1 Fafaer Qa1 adiat F gur i raegFarg?

Congo, Colombia, Latvia among new UN Security
Council members

$1I, HIA T, ATATAAT AT T Ao YI&T TRYG FeF g et

Ladakh gets new policies on quota, domicile

Non-Ladakhis should have 15 years of continuous
residence in the UT to be considered ‘domiciles’

S Paper II: Special Status

Vijaita Singh

NEW DELHI

mid demands by
A Ladakhi civil socie-
ty groups seeking

“constitutional safe-
guards” for the region, the
Union government on
Tuesday notified new poli-
cies on reservation, lan-
guages, domiciles, and the
composition of hill coun-
cils for Ladakh, which be-
came a Union Territory in
2019.

The notifications pave
the way for 85% reserva-
tion for resident Ladakhis
in government jobs. For
other residents —including
children of Central govern-
ment officials—to be consi-
dered “domiciles”, they
will have to show 15 years
of continuous residence
from October 31, 2019, La-
dakh’s foundation day.

In a first, a third of the
seats in hill councils have
been reserved for women

on a rotational basis. The
official languages of the UT
will be English, Hindi, Ur-
du, Bhoti, and Purgi.
President Droupadi
Murmu notified the Union
Territory of Ladakh Reser-
vation (Amendment) Regu-
lation, 2025, which
amends the Jammu and
Kashmir Reservation Act,
2004 in Ladakh'’s context.
The new proviso, substi-
tuting a section in the 2004
Act which capped the re-
servation at 50%, said,
“The total percentage of
reservation shall in no case
exceed 85%, excluding re-
servation for Economically
Weaker Sections (EWS).”
Total reservation for go-
vernment jobs in the Un-
ion Territory now stands at
95%, one of the highest in
the country. Meghalaya
has 85% reservation for
Scheduled Castes/Tribes,
and Arunachal Pradesh
has an 80% quota for STs.
The Rules governing the

80% of govt. jobs likely to be reserved for STs; a
third of hill council seats to be reserved for women

Policy progress

Key events in the ongoing negotiations regarding Ladakh from 2023 to 2025

= Jan. 3,2023:
Committee forms to
address Ladakh concerns
= Nov. 30: Committee is
reconstituted with new
members

= March 4, 2024: Talks
between govt. and
Ladakh leaders collapse
= Oct. 6: Activist Sonam
Wangchuk begins fast

Regulation, which are yet
to be notified, will specify
the categories covered un-
der reservation. Around
80% of Ladakh’s popula-
tion of 2.74 lakh is tribal,
according to the 2011
Census.

‘Studying notifications’
Cherring Dorjay Lakruk,
the president of the La-
dakh Buddhist Association
and co-convenor of the

# Oct. 21: Govt. agrees to
resume talks, fast ends

| = Dec. 3: Committee
meets with Leh and
Kargil leaders
= Jan. 15,2025:
Follow-up meeting takes
place in Delhi

| = May27: Domicile and
reservation policy is

| hammered out

Leh Apex Body (LAB), who
is also part of the high-po-
wered committee which
has been deliberating the
constitutional safeguards
with the government, said
that they were studying the
multiple notifications pu-
blished on Tuesday.

“In a meeting on May 27,
Home Ministry officials in-
formed the members of
LAB that at least 80% va-
cancies is reserved for

2 -

LADAKH @  owooue
DEMANDS

STATEHOOD

4TH SCHEDULE

]
{

Major demand: Protests demanding
Statehood for Ladakh have been continuing
for the past few years. ANI

Scheduled Tribes (ST), 4%
for people living along the
Line of Actual Control/
Line of Control, 1% for
Scheduled Castes, and 10%
for EWS. The Rules, as and
when they are notified, will
give a breakdown of the re-
served categories. Our de-
mand for Statehood still
continues,” Mr. Lakruk
said.

The Hindu reported first
on May 27 that the Centre

The official languages of the Union Territory
will be English, Hindi, Urdu, Bhoti, and Purgi

was mulling a new domi-
cile and reservation policy
for Ladakh.

Protests, shutdowns
After the special status of
Jammu and Kashmir (J&K)
under Article 370 of the
Constitution was read
down by the Parliament on
August 5, 2019, civil society
groups in Ladakh erupted
in protests, demanding
protection of their land, re-
sources, and employment.
The region, bordering Chi-
na and Pakistan, witnessed
shutdowns, amid fears of
big businesses and con-
glomerates taking away
land and jobs from the lo-
cal people.

After initial jubilation,
protests began in 2020
with four specific de-
mands: Statehood for La-
dakh, inclusion of Ladakh
in the sixth schedule of the
constitution thus giving it a
tribal status, job reserva-
tion for locals, and a Parlia-

Ladakh gets new policies on quota, domicile

oegrd # et AR frarw wadt 78 Afar ey

Non-Ladakhis should have 15 years of continuous residence in the UT to be

considered ‘domiciles’

mentary seat each for Leh
and Kargil.

Three other Regulations
were also notified by Presi-
dent Murmu: The Ladakh
Official Languages Regula-
tion, 2025; The Ladakh Ci-
vil Services Decentralisa-
tion and Recruitment
(Amendment) Regulation,
2025; and The Ladakh Au-
tonomous Hill Develop-
ment Councils (Amend-
ment) Regulation, 2025.

The  decentralisation
and recruitment Regula-
tion is applicable to “all the
Gazetted and non-Gazet-
ted posts” in the Union
Territory.

The Ladakh Official Lan-
guages Regulation, 2025
said that “English, Hindi,
Urdu, Bhoti and Purgi”
shall be the official lan-
guages, adding that “insti-
tutional mechanisms shall
make efforts for the pro-
motion and development
of other native languages
of Ladakh”.

IR-aregrf@at i faardy 7 s & fore e anf@ra weter 7 15 ast &1 fataw e
ITIRIF g
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80% of govt. jobs likely to be reserved for STs; a third of hill council seats to be
reserved for women

THRT AFREIT FT 80% FoFwm reqqfaa serenfadt (STs) & faw 3Rferd forar s,
qegreY gRweY Y ver-fagrs T Afgensit F v 3w el

The official languages of the Union Territory will be English, Hindi, Urdu, Bhoti,
and Purgi

F anflra waer i anftreTRe e giet: srah, R, 3¢, et il ol

New notifications on Ladakh policies

degre $ Afaat W 7% srfyEeme

In response to demands for constitutional safeguards, the Union government on
Tuesday notified new policies on reservation, languages, domicile, and hill councils
in Ladakh.

wdenfora et iy AT & STaTe H, FE WHR o FAAATR I T H HTET0T, 9137,
fovarer aikt gerdt aRtwel w778 foar st |

The notifications allow 85% reservation for resident Ladakhis in government jobs.
ol TGS & 3HTHR, TUTHAT AEIAAT & FAT 85% HIETOT TIHRY Alw Rt 7
Ao

Non-resident individuals, including children of Central government officials, must
prove 15 years of continuous residence in Ladakh since October 31, 2019, to be
considered domiciles.

I-vureitr safaa, o9 g avaR & srfeRat & a=2 ot anfier §, &1 31 3ragat 2019
Q FEErd # 15 qut T MR A FIfSd HIAT grer|

Reservation for Women and Tribes

Afga3 3t Fenfaal & fore 3magor

For the first time, one-third of the seats in hill councils will be reserved for women on
a rotational basis.

Tgel §R, Terd) aRwel 7 ver-faers € aftemait & fow aRaw yored & dga 3mfEa giof

The Union Territory of Ladakh Reservation (Amendment) Regulation, 2025 was
notified by President Droupadi Murmu.

Tregafer glad 73 arr Fe anfle Y& Segre ARATor (Hanrer) ffageeT, 2025
g fohar o)

This Regulation replaces a section of the Jammu and Kashmir Reservation Act, 2004,
and allows up to 85% reservation (excluding EWS quota).

Ig fafaaset st 3t et amvator srffae, 2004 & e graeTe H Feerdr § 3R 85%
A TRETOT 1 3HTAT T § (EWS HY BIgH) |
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Ladakh among highest in job reservations

Al IRETOT H FegTw 20 F oY TsAT A

o The total reservation for government jobs in Ladakh now stands at 95%, which is
among the highest in the country.

degrd A TR AT & AT Fer RETor 319 95% g1 AT Y, S U A wa@ ARF A A
TH gl

e For comparison: Meghalaya provides 85% reservation for SCs/STs, and Arunachal
Pradesh has an 80% quota for STs.

JeieTT & T AETerT H SCs/STs & Tl 85% 3MRATOT 3 IFOII A & STs & fow
80% T ¢

e The rules for reservation categories are yet to be notified and will clarify the
breakdown of reserved categories.

RTOT 9t & fararar 3rel JfAgfd =81 gU § 3R T qlfetor Fuse HE|
e According to the 2011 Census, around 80% of Ladakh’s population (2.74 lakh) is
tribal.

2011 T FAVTAT o 3THR, TG I TN 80% IHTETAT (2.74 ATE) HTATAT &

Response from civil society and Leh Apex Body

ARIRS AT 31X g T a8 Y yfafhar

e Cherring Dorjay Lakruk, president of the Ladakh Buddhist Association and co-
convenor of Leh Apex Body (LAB), said they are studying the new notifications.

AT SRS TFEw, TG Slet WE & et 3R A TIFH dist (LAB) & Hg-H3TSlh o
&gl foh I 37 15 TG IAHT 1 IeTTT T B B

e In a May 27 meeting, Home Ministry officials informed LAB that 80% jobs are reserved
for STs, 4% for those near LAC/LoC, 1% for SCs, and 10% for EWS.

27 7 F1 S5F H I[g FAIY & ATUHIRTT o LAB I 1T foh 80% AlwRAT STs, 4%
LAC/LoC & 9T I« arell, 1% SCs, 3iR 10% EWS & fov 3mfaa €1

o Lakruk said the demand for Statehood for Ladakh still continues.

oTeh&ah o el Toh TIeEd o ToTT IS HT &AT el T AT 378y oft STy B

Background: Protests and demands since 2019

geasfAr: 2019 & farer afky AT

o After Article 370 was revoked on August 5, 2019, civil society groups in Ladakh
launched protests demanding protection of land, resources, and jobs.

5 3ATEA 2019 FI Iede 370 BV ST & G, TIeeRd H ARTRE TATS THgT  faver &
fema 31 a1f3, Tramerat 3 AsTaT Ay GIaT T Alar 67|
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o Fears arose of big businesses and outsiders acquiring land and jobs, leading to
shutdowns across the region.

T3 TR Fegl AR A At g ofr v AtwRat R i smern @ & A d@g
3R e & gy aram|
e The protests from 2020 focused on four key demands: Statehood, inclusion in the

Sixth Schedule, job reservations, and one parliamentary seat each for Leh and
Kargil.

2020 ¥ TR IR & A O Hiod BT ST FT GoAl, SO HeTHe! 7 AR FLe,
T SN Y ARl # AT, IR AF T FRIA Y Iel7T-37091 FHEE HIe|

Other new regulations notified

3= 1§ fEa T

e President Murmu also notified three more regulations:

v:rmﬁ-r qA A et 3R afargs g e
The Ladakh Official Languages Regulation, 2025
wegrE s s fafeaae, 2025

o The Ladakh Civil Services Decentralisation and Recruitment (Amendment)
Regulation, 2025

weere Rfae dar Rddeor 3k srdt (aeitee) Rfeaae, 2025
o The Ladakh Autonomous Hill Development Councils (Amendment)
Regulation, 2025

FEETE FATId TgTs! fad uRwe (Waitee) fafaase, 2025
o The decentralisation and recruitment regulation applies to all Gazetted and non-
Gazetted posts in the UT.

Rradiaor sity srelt Rfaers i anfad wder & wsit werafe siiv e gat o1 oy

gram|

e The official languages are stated as English, Hindi, Urdu, Bhoti, and Purgi.
HTAHIRE HTIE e v 18 & 3l R, 3¢, sy aix ol

e The regulation also mentions efforts to promote and develop other native languages
of Ladakh through institutional mechanisms.

faferas st # segre &1 e FuE sTwiEt & R 3R R & o swme 79 s i
Lo &1 Y Seord fhar T B
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Motion of impeachment against Justice Varma
likely during Monsoon Session of Parliament

|GS Paper Il: Removal of Judges |

Nistula Hebbar
NEW DELHI

The Union government
will bring a motion of im-
peachment against Justice
Yashwant Varma of the Al-
lahabad High Court during
the coming Monsoon Ses-
sion of Parliament and has
initiated the process of
building an all-party con-
sensus for this action.

All-party consensus

Speaking to The Hindu,
Parliamentary Affairs Mi-
nister Kiren Rijiju con-
firmed that he had begun
speaking to political par-

ties over the impeachment
motion.

“I have started reaching
out to political parties as
this is a non-political issue
and would be better for all
parties to be on board for
the same,” he said.

Mr. Rijiju did not dis-
close the names of the
leaders of parties he had
contacted so far, but said
these would be revealed in
due course.

The impeachment mo-
tion against Justice Varma
follows his indictment by a
three-member committee
constituted by the then
Chief Justice of India Sanjiv

Justice Yashwant Varma

Khanna.

A fire at Justice Verma’s
residence in New Delhi in
March, when he was a
judge at the Delhi High
Court, had led to the dis-
covery of unaccounted

cash in an outhouse.

The committee submit-
ted its report to Chief Jus-
tice Khanna on May 4.

While Justice Varma
maintained his innocence
over the recovery of the
cash, the committee indict-
ed him. Justice Varma, who
was transferred to the Alla-
habad High Court during
the controversy, was
nudged to resign but he re-
fused, prompting Chief Jus-
tice Khanna to write to the
President and the Prime
Minister to take measures
for his removal.

Sources in the govern-
ment said the inquiry com-

mittee’s report had recom-
mended Justice Varma’s
removal and the Union
Law Minister will move the
motion based on the re-
port.

For the motion of im-
peachment to be moved,
the resolution requires the
support of 50 MPs if it is to
be moved in the Rajya Sab-
ha and 100 MPs if moved in
the Lok Sabha. The motion
of impeachment can be
moved in either House.
“The attempt of the go-
vernment would be to
make it a wholly bipartisan
move,” a senior govern-
ment source said.

Motion of Impeachment against Justice Varma likely during
the Monsoon Session of Parliament

AT | & SR SAfeed qat & fEars #Agidraler seara o s

qhar g

The Union government will bring a motion of impeachment against Justice
Yashwant Varma of the Allahabad High Court during the upcoming Monsoon
Session of Parliament and has initiated the process of building an all-party
consensus for this action.

&% TIPR ATH 7 & R FeTETa1E 3T Ao & JAeeq Jerdd aAT & @aw
FEIfAANT yEa1a aTeah 3 $0F v e wgafa aame At afmar e T & 7E 3

All-party consensus

Hdcoll T HgATa

o Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju confirmed that he had begun speaking to
political parties over the impeachment motion.

FHET ) FHA e RISISL = gfSe &7 fah 3egier AT Gara ht oot TsTailicren Golt

Y T Y F TR

e He stated, “I have started reaching out to political parties as this is a non-political issue
and would be better for all parties to be on board.”
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3egiel heT, “H ToTelicieh Goll & T 2 T6T § 1T g Ueh IN-Trelelticren ST ¢ 3R @sfr
Goll I TEAHTRIAT 3T Sgax grefTl”

e Mr. Rijiju did not disclose the names of the leaders he had contacted so far but said they
would be revealed in due course.

A RIS 7 319 Teoh T T 31T AAT3HT & AT 3R 76 e, Afehet et & 306 w07

3T 9T 1T AT |

e The impeachment motion follows an indictment by a three-member committee
constituted by the then Chief Justice of India Sanjiv Khanna.

Ig ASTTAANT TEAT 38 3T & 16 317 6T § i Acehlolled R F HET ~ATATERr Haltq
GeaA1 2aRT ST ofieT Fewda afAfa o yegd foram 2l

o Afire at Justice Varma’s residence in New Delhi in March, when he was serving at the
Delhi High Court, led to the discovery of unaccounted cash in an outhouse.

AT H I e AT e 3= ~A™ATerT & SR &, dd 3 o5 feed) g 3mag &
mﬁm%mwmﬁmmmgﬁl

e The committee submitted its report to Chief Justice Khanna on May 4.
sa wfnfar o 3o RAE 4 71§ 1 FET Faramefier e &l Jid |

e Justice Varma maintained his innocence over the recovery of the cash, but the
committee indicted him.

SITEeH gAT & AR THGIHT T AT 3T RS TS, AT TfATT & 3¢ areft

oglHT|
e Justice Varma was transferred to the Allahabad High Court during the controversy
and was nudged to resign, but he refused.

faare & EReT ey aHT T SARTEIE 3oa FARTAT 3 TATHATROT fhar a2 3R 399
SEAET = T IHRATT o a1, At 3egieY S Y o

e This prompted Chief Justice Khanna to write to the President and Prime Minister to
take measures for his removal.

S8 e HET ~ARTENr Feat o Isgufer 3 Teee= &I 2w I & faw FigH 3am
e &

e Government sources said the inquiry committee's report recommended removal, and
the Union Law Minister will move the motion based on that report.

TR AT & ITER T qiAfT i Rale 7 gema A RAwrRer v 378 § 3 Fdr Freper
#1370 RO & 3MUR W 9 d1Ed e

e For the motion of impeachment to be moved:

HEITRIRT YEATT ol & foIT:
e It requires the support of 50 MPs in the Rajya Sabha.

TSIHHT H 3 ol & ToIT 50 JIHGT T GHAT TR ¢
e It requires the support of 100 MPs in the Lok Sabha.

ANFHHAT H ST T & T 100 FTHGT 71 THIA AT

Page14
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e The motion can be moved in either House.

Ig yEara freY oY et #F T S AeheT B
¢ A senior government source stated that the attempt would be to make it a wholly
bipartisan move.

T aRsE ALHRT G o gl foh EXHR T IR 58 G aXE FAGAT FEH Selat 1 gref|

Karnataka to take
up Almatti dam
dispute with PM

The Hindu Bureau
PRI~ AT IIDIL

GS Paper II: Inter State Dispute |

Deputy Chief Minister of
Karnataka D.K. Shivaku-
mar on Tuesday said he
will seek time with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and Union Jal Shakti Minis-
ter C.R. Patil to discuss the
issue of the Almatti reser-
voir across the Krishna riv-
er in view of the objection
raised by the Maharashtra
government over raising
the dam’s height.

Maharashtra CM Deven-
dra Fadnavis had on May 9
written to Karnataka CM
Siddaramaiah expressing
concern that raising the
height of the dam could
lead to flooding in Maha-
rashtra’s Sangli and Kolha-
pur districts.

“After Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah responds to
Devendra Fadnavis’s letter,
I will seek time from the
Prime Minister and the Jal
Shakti Minister,” said Mr.
Shivakumar. He added that
the Karnataka CM will like-
ly reply to the objection
raised by his Maharashtra
counterpart within the
next two days.

“I have already shared
my inputs with the Chief
Minister [Mr. Siddara-
maiah]. We will share the
Chief Minister’s letter with
all the MPs [from the State]

Deputy Chief Minister of
Karnataka D.K. Shivakumar

so that they raise the issue
in Parliament. It is impor-
tant that all of us safeguard
the State’s interests togeth-
er,” said Mr. Shivakumar.
In response to the con-
cerns of flooding raised by
Mr. Fadnavis, the Deputy
CM said, “Managing floods
within a State is the res-
ponsibility of the respec-
tive State governments.”

‘Fadnavis letter a shock’
A day earlier, Mr. Shivaku-
mar said, “As per the Krish-
na Water Dispute Tribu-
nal’s order, Karnataka can
increase the height of the
Almatti dam to 524 metres.
This letter [by Mr. Fadna-
vis] has come as a shock to
us. Maharashtra had never
raised objection to this
project till now. Maharash-
tra had even submitted an
affidavit to the tribunal
seeking increase in the Al-
matti dam height.”

Karnataka to take up Almatti dam
dispute with PM

FeATed HaACe 3H faarg F U= &
THET ISTT

Deputy Chief Minister of Karnataka D.K.
Shivakumar said on Tuesday that he will seek time
with Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Union Jal
Shakti Minister C.R. Patil to discuss the issue of the
Almatti reservoir across the Krishna river, in view of
the objection raised by the Maharashtra
government over raising the dam’s height.

Fellch & SYHETAA 3%, RaFAR F HITTaR 1 Fa1
T a7 wererasE s A 3 Fr Ser ofFa # H@aw
QIS { FEUM AL W et AT AT & e W 7=t
o & fAT TAT AW, FAifH ATRIST TIHR oF T
FTS g1 T I TS T

Objection by the Maharashtra Government
HAFRISE EIH Y ITIfer

e Maharashtra CM Devendra Fadnavis, on May 9, wrote to
Karnataka CM Siddaramaiah expressing concern that
raising the dam’s height could lead to flooding in Sangli
and Kolhapur districts.

HERISE & AEIHAT 3% BV o 9 HE FT FAlEH &
e g &1 g for@e f&iar iars & arer iy 5=rs
qere U Fiarelt 31T FIegTqR forell 7 a1e 3 Fhell &1

Response Plan by Karnataka

Fellesh FT gfafrar =
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e Mr. Shivakumar said that after CM Siddaramaiah responds to Mr. Fadnavis’s letter, he
will seek time from the Prime Minister and the Jal Shakti Minister.

A RAIGHAR = gl fob FEIHA RACURAAT & G0TdH F 97 T FG1G &of & ¢ T8

geaTAFEA 31T Fer afea 7@ @ R 1 gFET AR

e He added that the Karnataka CM will likely reply to the objection within the next two
days.
3egiel ST o Felled & FEAHAT 39Tc af feall & 58 3mafer 7 Siare & Hevel ¢

e Mr. Shivakumar said that he has already shared his inputs with the Chief Minister and

that they will share the CM’s letter with all MPs from the State to raise the issue in
Parliament.

A RITHAR = gl foh Sogial AT SATARRY Teol &1 HEIHA & TTY FIS A&l & 3R 379
FfY FTHET 1 FEIHA FT 97 AT AT A1 I HHG H 5H Ao N 337 T

e He emphasized that it is important for everyone to safeguard the State’s interests
together.

Joglel SR T o el ol fAorent e & Rl Y 78T et TR

Shivakumar responds to Flooding Concern

aTg 1 R¥ar o Rrgsar A wfafean

e Inresponse to Mr. Fadnavis’s flooding concerns, the Deputy CM stated that managing
floods is the responsibility of the respective State governments.

wmﬂﬁmmmﬁwmﬁysﬁ@mﬁﬁm%mmﬁ
AR gefa s IR I gt #1

Shivakumar: Fadnavis's letter was a shock

Wﬂ:mﬂmwﬁ#ﬁmm

e A day earlier, Mr. Shivakumar said that as per the Krishna Water Dispute Tribunal’s
order, Karnataka can increase the Almatti dam height to 524 metres.

Teh oo ugel Al fAIGHAR 1 g foh Foum srer faarg sArnfaor & 3meer & 3R,
heAlcdh FTACE! aTET Y FATS T 524 HeX T T¢T ThdT ¢ |

o He added that the letter by Mr. Fadnavis came as a shock, as Maharashtra had never
objected to the project before.

3egiol gl Toh 4it BT T U lehTer aTeT AT, Fifh HERISE oF STW Ygol Fell 30
IRATSTAT W A9 G ST 2|

¢ He pointed out that Maharashtra had even submitted an affidavit to the tribunal
supporting the height increase.

Jogiol IATT foF AERISE & Y 3°TE ToTet F FASA F A AAFHIOT & goarhaATAT o) iR
fopaT 2|
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Almatti Dam
HAACE 3H

» The Almatti Dam, officially known as the Lal Bahadur Shastri Dam, is situated on the
Krishna River in Vijayapura district, Karnataka, India.

» HACE 8, TS TR T & AT TGIGT AT S gl ST &, Foom ad) W U § AR
Ig g fare, Fates, AR 7 ¢

» The dam serves multiple purposes, including irrigation, hydropower generation, and
flood control.

« g SH F& 3qadT 1 Yfc Hdr &, 4 & R=ns, fasrel 3euest, 31k arg faz=or|

« Initially constructed with a height of 519.6 meters, the dam's storage capacity plays a
crucial role in regional water management.

« Y& H 38 519.6 HIT T FTS & ATY T 14T AT, 3R SHT ST HSROT &TAaT &A1 ST
Yae H Hgcaqot (AT el &

Historical Background of the Dispute

faare &1 Maerfas Trasfa

* Krishna Water Disputes Tribunal (KWDT): Established under the Inter-State River
Water Disputes Act, 1956, the KWDT was formed to adjudicate disputes among
Maharashtra, Karnataka, and Andhra Pradesh over the sharing of Krishna River waters.

» FSUTT 5Tl faaTg =Arnfasor (KWDT): 38 1956 & HeR-Ts w14l rer fdarg srfafaasr &
gl T foham 1T AT dTfeh HERTISE, Fettesh 3R HTY Faer & o<l FSUM ALY & SToT oh Fear dl
I Taaret &1 fueRT fhar o @ |

* KWDT-I Award (1976): The first tribunal allocated water shares among the three states but
did not address surplus water distribution comprehensively.

« KWDT-I A0 (1976): Igel =aTTTehI0T o ciledl A= o drd STol ol SCaRT [T, olfehel
srfaRerd srer & faawor & gt avg & daferd w7l o

« KWDT-Il Formation (2004): Due to ongoing disputes, especially concerning surplus water,
the second tribunal was constituted, chaired by Justice Brijesh Kumar.

« KWDT-Il 7&+T (2004): *eTTdR JIRY faarer, e &0 & rfafead e &l ole, & HRoT gaar
=TATTReRYoT aTfSd FohaT ara, fSieehT 3egeTal = Hfd g9 FAR A A

+ KWDT-Il Award (2010): The tribunal permitted Karnataka to raise the Almatti Dam's height
to 524.256 meters, increasing its storage capacity and allocating additional water shares.
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« KWDT-II ol (2010): ~ITaMfIh0T o SheATeeh I ITAFCLT SH T SdTS I 524.256 HleT doh
SgTo T 3T &Y, THad sHehT ssRoT a1erdT S¢r R ArfaRerd srer feeigrlY airdfed & o)

Core Issues in the Dispute
faare & AET Aqe
* Height Increase Concerns: The proposal to raise the dam's height from 519.6 meters to

524.256 meters has been met with objections, primarily from Maharashtra, citing potential
flooding in its districts.

« 391§ TeT Y o aT: 37 T 315 519.6 FeT I 524.256 HeT dsh FaTe & JTdTd I
HAERTSE A AT SIS &, TTet 39 TSrelt 7 a1g Y TSIaaAT 1 garen fear am g

* Flooding Risks: Maharashtra argues that the increased height could exacerbate flooding
in Kolhapur and Sangli districts, referencing past floods in 2005, 2019, and 2021.

- A1 HT T HERTSE H o & o T g3 18 A FiegTqR R Fierelt vl 71 a1e A Reufer sk
farers Hencht 8, 31X eh felw 2005, 2019, 37X 2021 1 I F1GT T 3eTEIVT T I & |

* Environmental and Social Impact: Concerns include submergence of agricultural lands,
displacement of communities, and ecological disturbances.

» GATaRoler 3R Ao werra: fRIa3it & nfdrer § FT¥ o1fdr 1 Srerseet g, waperat #r
faFymge, ik aiRfPafas sraqer|
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No contempt if Parliament
or legislatures make laws: SC

Top court dismisses petition contending contempt of its order after Chhattisgarh govt. brought in

alaw in 2011 authorising auxiliary armed force to assist security forces in the fight against Maoists

|GS Paper II: Contempt of Court |

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
Thas said any law
made by Parlia-

ment or a State legislature
cannot be held to con-
tempt of court.

A Bench comprising Jus-
tices B.V. Nagarathna and
Satish Chandra Sharma
made the observation
while disposing of a 2012
contempt plea filed by so-
ciologist and former Delhi
University professor Nan-
dini Sundar and others.

The contempt plea al-
leged failure of the Chhat-
tisgarh government to
comply with its 2011 direc-
tions to stop support to vi-
gilante groups such as Sal-
wa Judum and arming
tribals in the name of spe-
cial police officers (SPO) in
the fight against Maoists.

The petition contended
that there has been con-
tempt of the order of the
top court as the Chhattis-
garh government has legis-
lated the Chhattisgarh Aux-
iliary Armed Police Force
Act, 2011, which author-
ised an auxiliary armed

Q Every State legislature has plenary
powers to pass an enactment and so long

as the said enactment has not been declared to

be ultra vires the Constitution or, in any -

way, null and void by a constitutional

court, the said enactment would have

the force of law

BENCH OF JUSTICES B.V. NAGARATHNA
AND SATISH CHANDRA SHARMA

i Y

force to assist security forc-
es in dealing with Maoist
violence and legalising ex-
isting SPOs by inducting
them as members.

Besides accusing the
Chhattisgarh government
of not acknowledging the
directions on Salwa Ju-
dum, the petitioners said
instead of “desisting” from
using SPOs and disarming
them, the State govern-
ment passed the Chhattis-
garh Auxiliary Armed Pol-
ice Force Act, 2011
regularising all SPOs with
effect from the date of the
top court order on July 5,
2011. They alleged that the
State government has also
not vacated all school
buildings and ashrams
from the occupation of the
security forces nor has it

compensated the victims
of Salwa Judum and SPOs.
The top court on May 15
said the passing of an
enactment subsequent to
the order passed by the top
court by Chhattisgarh can-
not be an act of contempt.

Delicate balance

The top court said in order
to ensure that rule of law
permeates to fulfil consti-
tutional objectives of esta-
blishing an egalitarian so-
cial order, the balance
between the respective so-
vereign functionaries must
always be  delicately
maintained.

“Every State Legislature
has plenary powers to pass
an enactment and so long
as the said enactment has
not been declared to be ul-

tra vires the Constitution
or, in any way, null and
void by a constitutional
court, the said enactment
would have the force of
law.” The Bench added,
“However, if any party
wishes that the said Act be
struck down for being un-
constitutional, then legal
remedies in that regard
would have to be resorted
to before the competent
court of law.”

Considering the situa-
tion prevailing in Chhattis-
garh over decades, the
Bench outlined the need
for “specific steps” to bring
peace and rehabilitation in
the affected areas through
coordinated measures of
the State and the Central
government.

“It is the duty of the
State of Chhattisgarh as
well as the Union of India,
having regard to Article 315
of the Constitution, to take
adequate steps for bringing
about peace and rehabilita-
tion to the residents of
State of Chhattisgarh who
have been affected by the
violence from whatever
quarter it may have ari-
sen,” the court said.

No contempt if Parliament or legislatures make laws: SC

AfE §6E AT RAUTTAHTT FTola TATC A FTHATAT A1 g1ol: Hafed

~gidqTeld

The Supreme Court has said that any law made by Parliament or a State
legislature cannot be held as contempt of court.
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AT FIE 7 FgT1 ¢ F T A1 Uo7 RAurearws 3 S@rT a2 = F1§ Y Fepet IrqAreTan
Tt HTAT ST HehelT|

e A Bench comprising Justices B.V. Nagarathna and Satish Chandra Sharma made
this observation while disposing of a 2012 contempt plea filed by sociologist and
former Delhi University professor Nandini Sundar and others.

wara#fet dt. Y. AreReT R wdter 9 oAt Hr s A 75 feoquly 2012 it v AT
ATRAHT T WIST A GU T, ST FaATerame AR Reeh Rreafaearey 1 qd ive AR
e 3R 31T o g v ot

Background of the Contempt Plea
AT FTAHT T JSHA

e The contempt plea alleged that the Chhattisgarh government failed to comply with the
court’s 2011 directions to stop supporting vigilante groups like Salwa Judum and to
stop arming tribals as Special Police Officers (SPOs) in the fight against Maoists.

3TTHATAAT JTTHRT H ITRIT ST 3T AT o Bellaerg WIAR o 7o & 2011 F fAgen
T TTeleT 161 TohalT, TSTErst WerdT STEe SIE e Weggl bl AL Uehat 3R 3nifearterat st
fady gfaw srfsrt (SPO) & w0 & wsiafat & f@emd a3 # §RAR &of @ #ar fohar

T AT

e The petition contended that the Chhattisgarh Auxiliary Armed Police Force Act, 2011
was passed by the State, which authorised an auxiliary armed force to assist in
Maoist operations and legalised existing SPOs.

I 7 el I oh Tod THR o Bellarg WeraF WAF gfad oo sfafaae, 2011
AR TohaT, ST HETae WA el ! ATHTETE JAfRATAT 7 FgRIdT &o1 3R Hisar SPOs Hr
derar &t T 31eTATS ST B

Allegations by Petitioners

FIRFHAHT F IRT

e The petitioners accused the State government of not acknowledging the court’s
directions on Salwa Judum.

IIRIRThcI3H o IRIT AT foh To TIHR o Feldl FH TR AR & fAdei 1 FTHR
Ter foha|

e They said instead of disarming SPOs, the State passed a law regularising all SPOs
with effect from July 5, 2011, the date of the court order.

371e1 gl foh SPOs T FAART @ FFd el &l T, Ao TN o 5 s 2011 &
THTEY Ueh Shlefst ITRA Y T3t SPOs # faafda & feam|
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o They also alleged that the State has not vacated school buildings and ashrams
occupied by security forces, nor has it compensated victims of Salwa Judum and
SPOs.

3oglel Ig 8 3TRIT STT o U TR o G&TT Sl GART FealT Y T8 Tl FARG! iR
AT T WY AT AT 3N Ferar JZH T SPOs F A3l a1 aymas o 7€t fem|

Court’s Observation on the Enactment

HIelel qellel W 37eTerd 1 feoaoft

e On May 15, the Supreme Court stated that a law enacted after the court’s order by the
Chhattisgarh government cannot be considered as contempt of court.

15 7E T A HIE 7 g1 o SAING TIFHR GaRT IETeld F QA F q1G ToATT T FlofeT
T HGATAT AT HATAT ST FhdT|

Delicate Balance Between Authorities
FaT GEATHT & frT gagaefier aee

e The court said that to uphold the rule of law and achieve constitutional objectives of
an egalitarian society, a delicate balance must be maintained between sovereign
functionaries.

3ETolcl o &hgT foh FTefet & AT I TATC WA IR FATAATATG FATS o1 Wiyenfar sggeat
Y I A & AT FarRe FEATHT & T HeJorT 1T TG TR |

o It noted that every State Legislature has plenary powers to enact laws, and until
declared unconstitutional by a competent court, such a law has legal force.

ST 1 &gl foh g s fAUTawst &1 qut 31fsR & Siefet aeret 1, 3 ST oeh e
TETH TETeld GaRT 38 AT ST 6T fFIT ST, 99 a% 98 el 3 T ¢l

e The Bench added that if any party believes a law is unconstitutional, they must
approach the competent court for legal remedies.

drs & it 6 afe &g et fohdl Siefst 1 sradunfae Aar 8, df 38 &t «arrerd #
ST STefetl SYRT YT Y|

Need for Peace and Rehabilitation in Chhattisgarh
oeiraere 7 enifer 3R qerate i sraegehar

o Considering the decades-long situation in Chhattisgarh, the court highlighted the need
for specific steps by the State and Central governments to bring peace and
rehabilitation to the affected regions.

SeEITG 3 Z2TH W el T AT 1 2 §U, 7oy A A7 AR g FHRI gar anifd
3R gerate & oI fadiy Fger o161 AT &I {Wifehd Tl
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o It said that under Article 315 of the Constitution, it is the duty of both Chhattisgarh and
the Union of India to ensure peace for residents affected by violence, regardless of its
source.

=TT o gl o WAt & 3re]eda 315 & dgd Balueg 3R R FIFR Sl T Fered
& for & e & wonfa et & forw enfey gfafeaa oY, =g Tl oft war & 3m$

Contempt of Court
AT &Y ATHATAAT

o Contempt of Court refers to actions that disrespect or disobey the authority, justice, and
dignity of the court.

AT T HTATAAT 37 FRIT P Tefad Fdl & S AT ST TAHIRET, =T
3R IRAT &7 YA T AT FT T

e The primary objective is to uphold the dignity and authority of the judiciary and ensure the
uninterrupted administration of justice.

SHHT ALY 3T It A IRAT AR AWHRAT AT §A70 W= IR AT &
e semaer &1 gAfRaa e B

. SC and HC have been provided with powers to punish someone for
contempt of court.

Legal Framework

FIeAl ST
¢ The Contempt of Courts Act, 1971 governs the law relating to contempt in India.
AT Y HaATA FATAIH, 1971 R H HTATAT & HATST Slefel AT (AT
T B

e Article 129 of the Constitution empowers the Supreme Court to punish for contempt of itself.

AU T 3eda 129 AT FE F A HTAWTA & AT BT aar &1 3R
&ar gl

e Article 215 grants similar powers to the High Courts concerning contempt of themselves.

IHTTRE 215 3T FAATEAL 1 YA IAHTA o HatT & HAT ATFdT TGleT Har
gl

Observations on Judicial Sensitivity

1A% Faciedr g feeqforar

e There have been instances where judges have been too sensitive, leading to excessive use of
contempt power.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page2 2



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

www.patrioticias.in

To AH H warmeier et wagada @ ¢, Sad sraaren afdd w1 s
3'q1ﬂ1T§34T gl

e Such practices are considered unhealthy as they may suppress legitimate criticism and affect
the freedom of expression.

AT JATT JETET AT ST § Fifd F I e &Y o ohdr & 3R e
#Y TTGFAT A AT F TohaTl 2l

Conclusion

sy

e The power to punish for contempt is essential to maintain the authority and dignity of the
judiciary.
aAE & AT T Fter it afFa =agaferer S wifteor 3k TRAT IAT @
& T 3mmaegs gl

e However, it must be exercised judiciously to balance the respect for the judiciary with the
right to freedom of speech and expression.

gTelifen, 38 fadeqel al & gaier forar S anfee anfes =arranfereT & @ 3R
sffeafFa i Fadaar F IVFR F @ T T B

Types of Contempt
ST &1 ATATAAT & THR

Civil Contempt
AT 3raATTT

Defined under Section 2(b) of the Contempt of Courts Act, 1971.
SIaTeT ATHATAAT P # AT T AHTATAAT JATATA, 1971 T aRT 2(@) & dgad IRA™T fhar
I g

Involves willful disobedience to any judgment, decree, direction, order, writ, or other processes of a
court, or willful breach of an undertaking given to a court.

gd fohdl =ararery & faot, Y, fader, snder, Re o e gishar 1 Srarqgret sragerer ar
=T 1 &1 918 IfAaT &1 Ieee A giar gl

Example: If a person deliberately ignores a court's order to pay maintenance, it constitutes civil
contempt.
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3ETEROT: ARG IS AT TaTeld & $RUT-SHOT ST & IS F ATIFT ASGIS FIT &,
ar Ig ST ATHTAT HAT ST

Criminal Contempt

ITYATF ITHTAAT

Defined under Section 2(c) of the Contempt of Courts Act, 1971.
RIS THTAT Hl F AT HY JFTATAAT AR, 1971 Fr 4RT 2(31) F dgd IRAT™T

forar I B

Includes acts that:

gHA d g A g S

Scandalize or lower the authority of the court.

FATATe Y AT A SF GgI § AT IHH WAFIA F FAR B §

Prejudice or interfere with judicial proceedings.

FTA® FRAAE # FEALTT AT G 3cTewT el o

Obstruct the administration of justice in any manner.
frer off ®7 A=A & vearaa # I 3o A 2

Example: Publishing false allegations against a judge to undermine public confidence in the
judiciary.

3ETEROT: AIIUIeIhl H AT & faRad I FAAR e & v fFd =amameher & @ o3
IR GHIHAT FAT

Punishment for Contempt
AT & v &3

Under Section 12 of the Contempt of Courts Act, 1971, punishment can include:
« TR Y FTATTAT HARIA, 1971 Fr4RT 12 & 39T &35 H Feafaf@a i@ g goa

&

Simple imprisonment for up to six months.

« 3RS dH BF A dF T FTUROT HRIGH|

Fine up to X2,000.
* JTIhcT# 32,000 FT AT
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Or both.
« JT ST &8 TH HIY|

The court may discharge or remit the punishment if the contemnor makes an apology to the
satisfaction of the court.

« e HTATAAT FIS a1l AR ~AATAT P AANSAAS ATH ST §, Al AT &8 HI FATST
T &THATGIT X Hohal! gl
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Attacks on Muslims are not
isolated, climate of impunity
must be dismantled: Jamaat

[GS Paper I1: Judiciary |

Ziya Us Salam
NEW DELHI

The Jamaat-e-Islami Hind,
a leading Muslim body, has
said that recent incidents
of violence against minori-
ties are “highly
disturbing”.

Referring to an incident
in Aligarh where an angry
mob accused four Muslim
men of transporting beef
and allegedly stripped
them, and beat them with
belts and sticks, the Jamaat
vice-president Malik Mota-
sim Khan said, “It’s highly
disturbing but even more
shocking is that the police
registered cases against
both the attackers and the
victims under the Cow
Slaughter Act. This is a to-
tal miscarriage of justice.
Such actions embolden an-
ti-social elements.”

The police had earlier
filed complaints against 38
people in the assault case

Jamaat leader has
reiterated demand
for enforcement
of anti-lynching
provisions in law

offence), 109 (attempt to
murder), 308 (extortion),
310(2) (robbery) and 3(5)
(joint criminal liability) of
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhi-
ta. A meat sample was sent
to a laboratory in Mathura.
Following its examination,
it was found that the meat
was not beef.

According to Mr. Khan,
the Aligarh incident is not
an isolated case of violence
against the community
members. “India has wit-
nessed a disturbing pat-
tern of mob lynchings and
hate crimes against Mus-
lims, Dalits, and other mar-
ginalised groups in recent
years, often under the
guise of cow protection or

Mangaluru, to communal
clashes in Nagpur and the
targeted harassment of
Kashmiri Muslims across
the country, these inci-
dents are a stain on our na-
tion’s conscience. Despite
the Supreme Court’s 2018
ruling against mob lynch-
ing, compliance remains
patchy, and accountability
is rare,” he said.

‘Restore public faith’
The Jamaat vice-president
reiterated the organisa-
tion’s demand for strict en-
forcement of anti-lynching
provisions.

“The fear of the law
needs to be reinforced,
and a climate of impunity
dismantled. The targeting
of Muslims not only erodes
the fabric of our secular
democracy but also threa-
tens India’s unity and se-
curity. The government
must act swiftly, hold the
perpetrators accountable,

Attacks on
Muslims are
not isolated,
climate of
impunity must
be
dismantled:
Jamaat
HAATAL T
gHel 3rhell
CUSEIldl &
ATl &Y
HATCA h AT
g1 STATT

The Jamaat-e-
Islami Hind, a
leading Muslim
organisation, has
stated that recent
incidents of
violence against
minorities are

under Sections 191(2) (riot-  love jihad. From the lynch-  ensure the safety of minor- “I:lighly_ ”
ing), 191(3) (unlawful as- ing of Abdul Rahiman in ities, and restore public  disturbing.
sembly), 190 (unlawful as- Bantwal, Karnataka, to the faith in justice and the rule m_q-_m -
sembly to commit an brutal killing of Ashraf in  oflaw,” he said. 1%3',
TF GHE HTTH
IS, F Fgl & F T &1 & reqaegs W A1 Y geaw “dge Rideas” &1

e Referring to an incident in Aligarh, where an angry mob accused four Muslim men of
transporting beef, and allegedly stripped and beat them, Jamaat vice-president Malik
Motasim Khan called it shocking.
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mﬁwmwmaﬁg,aﬁwmﬁwmgwﬁwmaaﬁw
3TRIY TR 3¢ A Y DT, STHTT & 3UredeT Afrd ANAITRAH Gl 7 39 il arelr

AT

e He said that more shocking than the violence was the fact that police registered cases
against both the attackers and the victims under the Cow Slaughter Act, calling it a
miscarriage of justice.

3ogiel et fo T O off Samer et arelt o 21 & o gferer F gevamaxt silk ifgat Q= &
o aiemelt arffas & aad HFheAT gof o, St 3 =arer &y am3fiX fawperan &1

o He stated that such actions embolden anti-social elements.

3giel gl foh 39 oRE T FIATSAT AWHTSIF deal FT derdT Sl &

Police Action and Investigation

gferd FRars 3R s

e The police filed complaints against 38 people in the assault case under Sections
191(2) (rioting), 191(3) (unlawful assembly), 190 (unlawful assembly to commit an
offence), 109 (attempt to murder), 308 (extortion), 310(2) (robbery) and 3(5) (joint
criminal liability) of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita.

o HRT191(2) (&), 191(3) (FRFTI=A Ha), 190 (T TITEr T 3T & & forT INeHIfeAr
THT), 109 (F<AT AT FATH), 308 (ST agein), 310(2) (3hcl) 31T 3(5) (AT JToTRH
aIffcd) of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita.

Yfw o gl o AT H 38 W & Wt ARART 71 Wiar 1 w8 amusit sS4 &am,
IRFIA STATIST, §AT FT TATH, ST T, Shaht, R T o feaied & agd
HeheAT &of o]

A meat sample was sent to a laboratory in Mathura, which confirmed it was not beef.

HI T AHAT HYI Y FATRATE Sir 7127, FSw g g5 % ag atarw gt an)

Pattern of Violence Against Minorities

HoTHETH! & @ BaT 1 dear

e According to Mr. Khan, the Aligarh incident is not isolated, but part of a disturbing
pattern of mob lynchings and hate crimes against Muslims, Dalits, and other
marginalised groups in recent years.

A WIeT & AR, 7ellaTG T T el 81 §, SToh Ig §Tel & S| # HAAATAI, aferal,
3R 317 g1 W Ao gt & Qo g W #fs gan gear 3R gom st & Riaees
Yeet o1 R B

e He mentioned incidents from the lynching of Abdul Rahiman in Bantwal, Karnataka,
to the killing of Ashraf in Mangaluru, and communal clashes in Nagpur.
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37giel dCaTdl, Felled H Hegel TIATT hY T, T[S F G HY §eaT, 3 TR 7
A9EIRAF &1 &7 3eor@ foham|

He also referred to the harassment of Kashmiri Muslims across the country, calling
these incidents a stain on the nation’s conscience.

3egiel SR A FRHAN FHAATT & Sedizer Y a1 I 3R 3o Tsg F RAdF W trear FgT|

Despite the Supreme Court’s 2018 ruling against mob lynching, compliance remains
patchy, and accountability is rare, he added.

3ogiel el foh Gler HIE & 2018 & tharer, Toraet #fts geam oY et 91T T, & STAS[G SHSH
qTeleT 34T § 3R STaTaddl gerer B

Demand for Enforcement and Accountability

FToe AT FIA HIT STATISET HT AT

The Jamaat vice-president reiterated the demand for strict enforcement of anti-
lynching laws.

STATT & 3UTeqaT o #fts gt RAelt Frefat & F3 IreqTereT 1 AT QTS |
He said the fear of the law must be reinstated and the climate of impunity dismantled.

3giot #hgT foh FTefeT T ST SITRT AT BlT TRV 3R GUSEaaT F HIgher bl T foham
STt @1fg el

He warned that the targeting of Muslims erodes the fabric of secular democracy and
threatens India’s unity and security.

3egiel UcTae &1 o HHAATAT Y frermar qarer eaifazdar diswds A dia F FAAR T
& 3R IR T wahelT 3R GR&TT T TR A ST B |

He urged the government to act swiftly, hold perpetrators accountable, ensure the
safety of minorities, and restore public faith in justice and rule of law.

36l EIHR U 37T i [ a8 dchrer FRATS, AAT FT HAT, HETHETHT hY FI&T, 3R
AT T FleleT & AT H FATARETH HY qgTelt i 3|

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page28



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

©

Patriofic

w

Pathshala
nww.patrioticias.in

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

India not getting invited for
G7 meet in Canada another
diplomatic bungle: Congress

GS Paper II: Multilateral Grouping |

The Hmdu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Congress on Tuesday
said India not being invited
to the G7 meet in Canada
was “yet another big diplo-
matic bungle” after the
blunder of allowing the
U.S. to “mediate” between
India and Pakistan.

In an X post, Congress
general secretary, commu-
nications, Jairam Ramesh
said the G7 Summit was
taking place in Alberta, Ca-
nada, from June 15 in
which the Presidents of the
U.S. and France, the Prime
Ministers of the UK., Ja-
pan, Italy and Canada and
the Chancellor of Germany
were participating. The
Presidents of Brazil, Mexi-
co, South Africa and Uk-
raine and the Prime Minis-
ter of Australia had been
invited to the summit.

“Before 2014, G7 was ac-
tually G8 for many years
and had included Russia.

' »

Jairam Ramesh

Dr. Manmohan Singh
would be invited for G8
Summits where his voice
would be heard. It was at
one such summit in Ger-
many in June 2007 where
the famous Singh-Merkel
formula for climate change
negotiations had been un-
veiled,” Mr. Ramesh said.
He added that the tradi-
tion of inviting Indian
Prime Ministers continued
after 2014. “But now, for
the first time in 6 years,
‘Vishwaguru’ will not be in
attendance at the Canada
summit. Whatever spin

may be given, the fact re-
mains that this is yet anoth-
er big diplomatic bungle -
after the blunder of allow-
ing the US to overturn de-
cades of Indian foreign pol-
icy by mediating between
India and Pakistan and al-
lowing American authori-
ties to call for continued
talks at a ‘neutral site’,” he
noted.

‘Repair relations’

So far, Canada is yet to
send an invitation to New
Delhi for the summit, but
sources said Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, in any
case, would have skipped
as a lot of groundwork is
required to repair the rela-
tions between the coun-
tries. The relations had hit
rock bottom following the
then Canadian Prime Mi-
nister Justin Trudeau’s alle-
gations i of a potential In-
dian link to the killing of
pro-Khalistan  separatist
Hardeep Singh Nijjar.

India not getting
invited for G7
meet in Canada
another
diplomatic
bungle: Congress

HeATST 7 G7 6%
& foT IR &t
AT 7 T
ST U 3R
UECIEEOC T
FAT

The Congress on
Tuesday said that India
not being invited to the
upcoming G7 summit in
Canada was “yet
another big diplomatic
bungle” following the
earlier mistake of letting
the U.S. mediate
between India and
Pakistan.

HTIT o ANATR B Fgl
3 SaATST 7 @)t arell G7

5% & T 3R FY AT 7 T S v R 99 T RE TF ¢, A F gge e
3R wrferarer & e AR Y Feavyar # Al & # gam am

e Inan X post, Congress general secretary (communications) Jairam Ramesh
mentioned that the G7 Summit would be held in Alberta, Canada, starting from June
15, and would include the Presidents of the U.S. and France, the Prime Ministers of
the U.K., Japan, Italy, and Canada, and the Chancellor of Germany.

Teh UFH 9IFE H, AW & TR AGHATAT A AL 7 Fgl o G7 @ @ Aadet 15 567
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¥ FeATsT F Ieaet H g, Torae AR iR wiw & wegufa, .., ST, seat 3iX Fasr
& gaTAH, 3R ST F AT HIT ol |

o He added that Brazil, Mexico, South Africa, Ukraine, and the Prime Minister of
Australia had been invited to attend the summit.

3egiel g o1 gl o srefter, AfFaant, gfaror anfre, o, 3T sifeeforr & wyuresst 1 sa
TFHAeI & for 3mAfd e g1

o He noted that before 2014, the G7 was G8, which included Russia, and Dr.
Manmohan Singh was regularly invited to those summits where his voice was heard.

3egiel ol o 2014 W Tgd, G7mﬁes-§3ﬂmmmﬁwsﬁamm3ﬂvﬁ.
HAATET FE T 3T GFACA! # ITATIA THIT ST AT, STET 3oTeh ATl Y e & o
SITdT 47|

o Atthe 2007 G8 summit in Germany, the notable Singh-Merkel formula for climate
change negotiations was announced.

2007 # Sl # §U G8 FFAW H IRicY Rig-AHhd BIHT FI Ferarg IRad= ardt & fav
SE foham I |

e He pointed out that even after 2014, the tradition of inviting Indian Prime Ministers to
G7 summits continued.

3egiel 9arT o 2014 & a1 8, IIRANT TUTATIAT FY IFHAT FIA HY WRT G7 TEAAT
H IR |

o However, for the first time in six years, the so-called ‘Vishwaguru’ will not attend the
Canada summit, Mr. Ramesh said.

glelifeh, B a6l 7 Igell IR, TUTH AT ‘TARIIE 58 FeT1sT FoFAWT H HIT 761 ofal, AT AT
o &gl
o He asserted that whatever explanation may be given, this remains a major

diplomatic failure, especially after the U.S. was allowed to override decades of Indian
foreign policy by calling for talks at a neutral site.

3ogia Fel & a1 FIS ot TErE & 1T, Tg U T TG AF fAPerdar g, Ve a9 Fa
IARGHT T SR AT &I AT T2 AT FT Tereed §T TETY FUTA W ATAT T AW A
Y 3reTAT AT TS|

Repair relations

e

« As of now, Canada has not sent an invitation to New Delhi for the summit, sources
said.

IS T FHATST o 7% el H FFAe & fore fawr=or w18t #a &, T o el

e However, even if invited, Prime Minister Narendra Modi would likely have skipped the
summit, since substantial groundwork is required to repair bilateral relations.
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gTeTiTeh, 3MTHFOT TRl IR &Y, TeeTa= aA%g AN 2AMIe FFATT H HIIT AT o, Fifeh
gRaiia waul #ir aeaa & v sml dard i =T 8

e Ties between the two nations deteriorated sharply after Canadian PM Justin Trudeau
alleged an Indian link to the killing of pro-Khalistan separatist Hardeep Singh Nijjar.

el 21 3 I FY IR T & 4913 710 9 FoArsT F v A 181 F @ifeedst
THYE gEIT E fAeert it g 7 3R Fr ofAT &7 3R ofarmar T

EC introduces new
tech-driven system to
update voter turnout

|GS Paper Ii: Elelctions |

Sreeparna Chakrabarty
NEW DELHI

The Election Commission
(EC) on Tuesday said it had
introduced a new tech-dri-
ven system to provide fas-
ter, real-time updates on
voter turnout, addressing
concerns raised by Opposi-
tion parties about discre-
pancies in turnout data.
This system will be imple-
mented before the Bihar
Assembly election later
this year.

Under this initiative,
presiding officers at each
polling station will enter
turnout figures every two
hours directly into the ECI-
NET app on polling day to
reduce the time lag in up-
dating the approximate
polling trends. This will be
automatically aggregated
at the constituency level.

“This new process sig-
nificantly reduces the time
lag associated with the ear-
lier manual reporting
methods,” the commission
said.

Previously, voter tur-
nout data were collected
manually by sector officers
and relayed to returning of-
ficers through phone calls,
SMS, or messaging apps.
This information was ag-
gregated every two hours
and uploaded on the voter
turnout app. The polling
percentage trends were of-
ten updated with a delay of

The system will go on stream
before the Bihar polls.

four to five hours due to
physical records arriving
late at night or even the fol-
lowing day.

The approximate voting
percentage trends will con-
tinue to be published every
two hours as before, but
notably, the turnout data
will now be entered into
ECINET by the presiding
officers immediately after
the close of polls and be-
fore they leave the polling
station, which will reduce
the delays and ensure that
the approximate percen-
tage of votes polled will be
available on the updated
Voter Turnout app consti-
tuency-wise after the close
of polls subject to network
connectivity.

Where mobile networks
are unavailable, entries
can be made offline and
synced once connectivity
is restored.

This updated Voter Tur-
nout app will become an
integral part of ECINET, it
said.

EC introduces new tech-driven system to
update voter turnout

HAJSTAT AT 31ThS] Y HIST FIA & fAT
AT AT A A AhelIoh-IATTRT TOTTeT Y
&Y

The Election Commission (EC) announced on Tuesday
that it had launched a new tech-driven system to provide
faster, real-time updates on voter turnout, addressing
concerns raised by Opposition parties over data
discrepancies.

TS AR (EC) A FIGR HY GOy fF 380« Acaarar
Aderd 9T oot 3 {Ier-2rsw 3ra3e & & AT 7€ aaeds
e gorrel o Y &, S Rruad gell garT sor$ S iwet
Tza i At Fr FaROT A )

. This system will be implemented before the Bihar
Assembly election later this year.

IE TOTC 30 A1 & 3 # g e goma & 95 oy &
ST |

. Under this initiative, presiding officers at each polling
station will enter turnout figures every two hours directly into the
ECINET app on polling day to reduce time lag in polling updates.

SH UgeT & dgd, Tcdeh Hdleld she T IHTS 2T 3=l Ade= &
oot &X &Y 6 W AderT 3iiws Ty ECINET U9 # o1 &3t dlfeh

AdSH 392C A &0 = A 5T 31 T |
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e This data will be automatically aggregated at the constituency level.

g 31T TaATfad ¥ U fIem=TaHT 819 TaX 9T TR fHar Sream|

e The EC stated that this new process significantly reduces the time lag compared to
earlier manual reporting methods.

EC & wgT foh Ig a1$ wftkar ggar S Asparer Raféar faferat i goem & wora #1238 =t sy
HH HT A T

e Previously, voter turnout data was collected manually by sector officers and relayed
to returning officers via phone calls, SMS, or messaging apps.

T, HAGTAT AAGTT 3T ! AFeT HTAFIRAT g@rT Avg3relt vera fohar Srar 4T 3R B
FicT, THTATH IT AATST ¥ow & Aregd @ Refetor iRt s S Jrar 2

e This data was then aggregated every two hours and uploaded on the Voter Turnout
App.
b d1G Ig 3T g al e H T fHar I1ar 31X alex eA3n3e W9 | 3{9els fohar Srar ar|

e Polling trends were often updated with a delay of 4-5 hours due to late arrival of
physical records.

HeleTo Gqiciat T 3eFET 4-5 6 FY &8 F 3rase fohar STrar an it sitfas Repts o
1 397 T 7 3 9|

e The approximate voting percentage trends will still be published every two hours,
but now presiding officers will enter the data into ECINET immediately after polling
ends and before leaving the station.

AT ATt Sferera i agferar 3 ot g3 & 6 F FarfRra 1 SIrdan, Aferet 3
WS 3T R ATETT WATS 1 & T 91 31N FUTT BI3 & 9ga 3¢7 1 ECINET &
&of |

o This will reduce delays and ensure that the approximate percentage of votes polled

is available on the updated Voter Turnout app constituency-wise soon after polls
close, subject to network connectivity.

Ig &l 1 FA F3IN 3R AR T foh AT 7 Ireqanfad gferera Adee gared g
& A dTe; AUTHsT &19aR HT3T e SHHTIT VT W 3TASH g, Aeas FafFefaey
Fufa A

e Where mobile networks are unavailable, entries can be made offline and synced
later when connectivity is restored.

SIgT AATSel Acds U A8l §, g1 ST ! HTBeTST Gof AT Sl HehdT ¢ 3 Acaw
e 9 e fFar o gFar B

o The updated Voter Turnout app will become an integral part of ECINET, according to
the Commission.

TN & 3TER, HTSES ANeT TAMSE AT 39 ECINET T Hfeet fewar a1 Siream|
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Government plans to wind down National

Polio Sur

[GS Paper II: Health

Ramya Kannan
CHENNAI

The government has pro-
posed to wind down, in
phases, the World Health
Organization (WHO)-esta-
blished National Polio Sur-
veillance Network (NPSN),
currently a countrywide
network of over 200 units.
Experts in the field have
commented that the move
would be premature and
ill-advised at this stage,
with India’s neighbouring
countries still harbouring
cases of polio.

Staff at the NPSN
centres have received a
communication from the
WHO’s representative in
India, Roderico H. Ofrin,
advising them of an up-
coming transition initiated
by the government. The
transition involves a gra-
dual drawdown of the
NPSN units each year —
from approximately 280

India was declared polio-free in 2014, after three years of no case
caused by wild polio virus transmission. A. SHAIKMOHIDEEN

units in 2024-25 down to
190 in 2025-26, and further
to 140 in 2026-27. This is al-
so linked with a corres-
ponding reduction in fi-
nancial support from the
government, according to
the communique.

The process of transi-
tion will begin in June.

“We are not disbanding
teams overnight or wind-
ing down the network ha-
phazardly; rather, specific

units will phase out at set
intervals as government
systems ramp up and ab-
sorb these functions,” Dr.
Ofrin said. This will help us
ensure that, at any given
time, critical surveillance
activities continue with mi-
nimal or no gaps, he said.
While he assured the
staff of the NPSN that this
would help retain critical
surveillance activities, at
some point, polio surveil-

lance would be subsumed
within the Integrated Dis-
eases Surveillance Pro-
gramme.

But the proposed wind-
ing down of a key unit, at a
time when global resur-
gence of polio has been re-
ported, has not gone down
well, with either staffers or
public health experts.

Polio-free

India was declared polio-
free in 2014, after three
years of no case caused by
wild polio virus transmis-
sion. The gains came after
a  fullfrontal  attack
launched on polio,
through years of coordinat-
ed work and oral polio im-
munisation  campaigns,
with a number of organisa-
tions collaborating.

Jacob John, a prominent
virologist and vaccine exp-
ert, who has been actively
involved in polio eradica-
tion efforts, including as a

veillance Network centres in India

member on the National
Technical Advisory Group
on Immunisation, said he
was “horrified” by the
move. “The world has lots
of polio still. It is indeed
way too early to upset our
current ‘steady state’,” Dr.
John said.

A long-time campaigner
for injectable polio vac-
cines (IPVs), Dr. John sug-
gests that India should first
replace oral polio vaccine
(OPV) with IPV.

Dr. Ofrin’s letter also
touches upon job security
for existing staff, but the
polio surveillance medical
officers in the country un-
der the Special Services
Agreement, said it’s not at
all reassuring. “Each
centre has at least four em-
ployees. Imagine the num-
ber of people who are now
uncertain about their fu-
ture,” one doctor said,
speaking on condition of
anonymity.

Government plans to wind down National Polio Surveillance
Network centres in India

AT & T AT IR deas Fal F) d¢ FIA H TIHR A
JrsrelT

The government has proposed a phased winding down of the National Polio
Surveillance Network (NPSN), a WHO-established network with over 200 units
across the country.

TR o faed T WerssT (WHO) aRT TR IS qiferaY ferredt ieas (NPSN)
& 200 ¥ 310 el 1 Nuraey T& & 9§ FIA HT T&dAT &7

e Experts say the move is premature and ill-advised, especially as India’s
neighbouring countries still report polio cases.

AT &7 et & T g FeA STeqarst 7 AR HGRAT &, AT 70 o F i &k
#3730 ofr AT F A TES 3T R
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o Staff at NPSN centres have received a communication from WHO India Representative
Roderico H. Ofrin informing them about an upcoming transition initiated by the
government.

NPSN &2 & a1 WHO s gfafafr d2Re! v sifivar & vah g ued g5 8,
ST TFR G@rT Y& fFT T FeFaor winar i St & 778 &

o The transition will involve a gradual reduction of units: from 280 in 2024-25, to 190
in 2025-26, and then 140 in 2026-27.

g HhHAT Ufshar & Fal Y T&aT # FiA® Feld) enfae g1ef: 2024-25 3 280, 2025-26 #F
190, 3R 2026-27 # 140 Fg Ig ST

e This reduction is linked to a corresponding cut in government financial support, as
per the communication.

SH sheldl A TFRY o geraar 7 Y @ o Ssr 732 &, ST foh gaeT # aarm = g
e The transition process is scheduled to begin in June.
HhAUT FhaT ST & Y& &1 dTell &
e Dr. Ofrin clarified that they are not disbanding teams overnight but phasing out
specific units gradually as government systems absorb the functions.

3. 3Nt o Tase Far fh F SAT F v 1T 9 7L I @ & Iow fafdse gk Y fiv-eiy
TCTT ST, SIH-S18 TIHRY dF S HIET Y AYATTI|

« He added that the approach ensures critical surveillance activities continue with
minimal or no gaps.

3ogiel gl Toh S8 giscenivT H Agcaqur ferrelt arfafafera fe fredt semae F s &
e

« Eventually, polio surveillance will be merged into the Integrated Disease
Surveillance Programme (IDSP).

3Hcer:, Qiferat frarredt gommelt st wehigra Qe fAerredt s (IDSP) # nfder & =

ST |

e However, the proposal to wind down NPSN has raised concerns among staff and
public health experts, especially during a time of global resurgence of polio.

glefifeh, NPSN &I §& ¥ T 9&d1d, fa9 &9 & feg Fav @ 9ife) & gasedrer & a7y,
FAARAT 3R adSF Ty JFavsT # fRar der R @

o India was declared polio-free in 2014, after three consecutive years without a wild
polio case.

AR T 2014 F Dforar-agara ¥ fram aram, 9 Famar dier ast a sirelt aifey s

T P ATHAT AGT AT
e This success followed extensive immunisation campaigns and collaborative efforts
by many organisations.

memmwﬁma:mwﬁmgéam

e Dr. Jacob John, a leading virologist and member of the National Technical Advisory
Group on Immunisation, criticized the move, calling it “horrifying” and too early.
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Dr. John, a long-time advocate of injectable polio vaccine (IPV), said India should
first replace oral polio vaccine (OPV) with IPV.

gotgread ifaraY e (IPV) & ol AT & THAH 31, SlieT of gl foh R F ggel el
qiferat 37T (OPV) #Y IPV & ST A8 0|

Dr. Ofrin’s letter also mentioned job security for current staff, but medical officers
under the Special Services Agreement say it is not reassuring.

ST, 3T & TF & TAATT FAARAT Ay FlRdt Fr FIaT 7 8 3ooig B, oAfehet Ay Far
AT & dgd F1H a1 B RfRcaT aRwREt &1 Fgar § & I8 3measd FI arem 7181 2|

Each centre has at least four employees, and many are now uncertain about their
future, said one doctor anonymously.

Teh SeX & IHATH & { gl [oh AT dg; A H W FA TR FAARI 81 o, IR 39 7§
e F oS rfAfREa &
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(GS Paper Il: Special Status

Actnorth

India must attend to the grievances of

the people of Ladakh
T he measures notified by the Centre on

June 3 seek to address the several con-

cerns that have been raised by the people
of Ladakh regarding their language, culture and
land. These issues came to the fore after the spe-
cial status of the former State of Jammu and Kash-
mir (J&K), under Article 370, was withdrawn in
2019 and it was bifurcated into Union Territories
(UT). New policies on reservation, languages,
domicile and composition of hill councils for the
UT of Ladakh include a provision for up to 85%
reservation for indigenous people in government
jobs. Further clarity is expected when the rules
are framed. Several States in the Northeast have
reservation above 80% for indigenous people in
various sectors — for instance, Mizoram has 92%,
and Arunachal Pradesh has 80% in jobs. To be
counted as a domicile of Ladakh, a person must
have a continuous 15-year stay from 2019 in La-
dakh. This means that migrants in Ladakh, after
it lost its special status in 2019, will be considered
for domicile only after 2034. The comparable
provision in the UT of J&K considers anyone who
has completed 15 years as a registered migrant
eligible for domicile. In hill councils, one-third of
the seats will be reserved for women, as per the
policy. English, Hindi, Urdu, Bhoti and Purgi lan-
guages will be the official languages.

These measures fall short of the demands that
civil society organisations in Ladakh have been
raising. They want full Statehood, inclusion in
the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution which pro-
vides for special protection for tribespeople in
several parts of the country, a second seat in the
Lok Sabha and the constitution of a public ser-
vice commission. While Ladakh, with a popula-
tion of 2.74 lakh (2011 Census) has been demand-
ing constitutional safeguards to protect its
identity, culture and land, the lack of jobs and
employment opportunities for the youth were at
the heart of protests witnessed by the Union Ter-
ritory in the past five years. A parliamentary pa-
nel was informed by the Union Home Ministry
earlier this year that none of the 1,275 gazetted
posts in Ladakh has been filled since the region
became a centrally administered territory in
2019. The sustained campaign by the Ladakhis,
both in Kargil and Leh, forced the government to
form a high-powered committee in 2023, headed
by Minister of State Nityanand Rai, to look into
their demands. Ladakh is strategically located at
the junction of India, Pakistan and China, where
both neighbours have border disputes with In-
dia. Recent developments have demonstrated
that both these countries often act in tandem. It
is imperative that New Delhi pays close attention
to the sentiments of the region.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Centre Must Attend to the Grievances of the
People of Ladakh

&g P dCErE & Al 1 RAFRE! 9T €1t
arfeT

On June 3, the Centre notified measures to address
various concerns of the people of Ladakh related to their
language, culture, and land.

3 ST F) &g TR F AGEIE & Wl Y 77T, §EFfay, 3% offdy
¥ 31 et Rianit 1 g F3 & v FeaAT A aiyon )

o These concerns arose after the special status of Jammu and
Kashmir under Article 370 was withdrawn in 2019, and it was split
into Union Territories (UTs).

& R J9 |1 3778 ST 2019 7 He[edg 370 & g JF4 3
FAR FT AT EAT AT X U gg AT T2t 7 fFafoa < figam

7|

¢« New policies on reservation, languages, domicile, and hill
council composition in Ladakh include up to 85% reservation for
indigenous people in government jobs.

FICETE # RET0T, HIST3HT, A, 3R By F3fa F@n wWag
Sl # SRR At Rt 7 T de1 & fow 85% d% 3R&ToT 1
TTaenT & |
o Further details are expected when the rules are framed.

ST 3o AT o ToIT AIH FATT ST0aT ae 3R 3178 Tasear Heet|

o Several Northeastern States already provide more than 80%
reservation to indigenous people — for example, Mizoram has
92%, and Arunachal Pradesh has 80% in jobs.

&S qafas TsAl & gl & &1 TA el sl 80% & 3fara rmafor
T ST & — S0 5 AR 7 92%, 371 3rFomrer weer # 80%
Atenal |

e To qualify as a domicile of Ladakh, a person must have stayed
continuously for 15 years from 2019.

deerd # AfAAFH FHr qrIdT & v cafed #2019 F F9maR 15 st

e dgl XgeTT AT gram|
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Therefore, migrants who came after 2019 will be considered domiciles only after 2034.

sHfIT 2019 F d1€ HTT YATFAAT T 2034 & 91 & ATRATST ATAT ST

In contrast, in J&K UT, anyone who has completed 15 years as a registered migrant is
eligible for domicile.

g8 faudid, 919 3 FRAR Fg anfla wder , 3 of 15 wrer F TSl yardt @8, T8
SfAATEe HT I B &

In hill councils, one-third seats will be reserved for women as per the policy.
feer FERAE A AT & 37aR vh-faers A Afgansdt & fow smfera $r smee
The official languages in Ladakh will be English, Hindi, Urdu, Bhoti, and Purgi.
dIegra # et B, 3§, e, 31 aff 1 anfereTRes smare enfie femam sireeT|

Unmet Demands of Ladakh

e # 3rqot AT

These measures fall short of the demands made by civil society organisations in
Ladakh.

A 3UTT G T ARTRS WHTST HELT3HT HI AT B U ALE o781 AT & |
They are demanding full statehood, inclusion in the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution,
a second Lok Sabha seat, and a public service commission.

3 qot T &1 g1, AiaLTeT HT S8 Iy H A e, dwaerm 7 gud e, 3w

|41 AT T TATYAT T AT FT R &

Ladakh, with a population of 2.74 lakh (as per 2011 Census), is seeking
constitutional safeguards to protect its identity, culture, and land.

2011 T FAVTAT o 3THR 2.74 AE STAHEAT dTel TCGRY T 301 Igaret, T, AR
8 T T&T o T wdenfas geam @Rl

The lack of jobs and employment opportunities for the youth has been a central issue
in protests in the past five years.

ﬁwmﬁﬁmﬁymﬁwwwwwmtaﬂaﬁ
HA @I B

A parliamentary panel was informed earlier this year that none of the 1,275 gazetted
posts in Ladakh has been filled since 2019.

58 IV T BT H Th FHEHT FIATA T AT 917 T 2019 A 379 ek wfecry 1 1,275
TSI g2l & O :E oY g2 787 sr = €
Continued protests in Kargil and Leh led the government to form a high-powered

committee in 2023, headed by Minister of State Nityanand Rai, to examine the
demands.

FRI 3T A7 F TR feT & HROT TTHR 7 2023 H TIHA fAcareig T i 3regeqdr
H T 3= T gfafa afsa Fr
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e Ladakh is strategically located at the junction of India, Pakistan, and China, all of
whom have border disputes with India.

FIeETd TTAfad T ¥ 8, uifreare 3R et & wgara e &t W B &, st ot
&t & ary @A e £

e Recent developments have shown that Pakistan and China often act in tandem in this

region.

gTeT T TeAT3iT & Tase § foh nifdheder 31X et 59 817 7 3 A &3 39§
o ltis imperative for New Delhi to pay close attention to the sentiments of the region.

1S fedll & ToIT 39 &1 T STaeAT3it 9 TfRaT & €ATeT AT 37T 3TaTF & |

India-Australia defence ties beyond American shadows

GS Paper II:

onald Trump’s return to the White House
D has sent shockwaves through the global

security landscape. With the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) being put on
a burden-sharing timeline and Mr. Trump’s cold
transactional approach to security commitments
worldwide, the Indo-Pacific too faces a pivotal
moment. Yet, this represents a strategic
opportunity for middle powers such as India and
Australia to deepen their defence relationship.

An alignment of interests

Australia’s strategic geography — bridging the
Indian and Pacific Oceans with territories and
military presence near Southeast Asia —
complements India’s maritime ambitions. The
Australian Defence Force (ADF) is experienced in
coalition operations and can effectively enable
Indian military capabilities, as seen in the
recently implemented air-to-air refuelling
arrangement. Australia’s established relationships
with Pacific Island nations align with India’s
growing interests. Most importantly, both nations
share concerns about China’s assertiveness and a
common vision for sovereign resilience and
regional stability.

‘While Japan, South Korea, and Europe are all
valuable partners for India, the New
Delhi-Canberra defence relationship has quietly
built bureaucratic muscles, which are skeletal in
other relationships. Over the past decade,
successive Australian Prime Ministers and India’s
Prime Minister Narendra Modi have elevated this
partnership, with Canberra viewing New Delhi as
a “top-tier security partner”. This foundation
now provides the perfect launch pad to navigate a
world where American security guarantees
appear increasingly conditional.

The bureaucratic muscles of the New
Delhi-Canberra relationship include the
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership (CSP) 2020
and the 2+2 ministerial dialogue launched in 2021
for high-level strategic coordination. Practical
cooperation has advanced through arrangements
such as the Mutual Logistics Support Agreement
(MLSA), which streamlines logistical support
during joint exercises and humanitarian
missions, and the November 2024 Air-to-Air
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Australia’s view
of India being a
‘top-tier security
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help navigate a
world where
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refuelling arrangement allowing the Royal
Australian Air Force to extend the operational
reach of Indian aircraft. Further, key military
exercises—AUSTRAHIND (Army), AUSINDEX
(Navy), and participation in multilateral exercises
such as Pitch Black and Malabar, demonstrate a
decade of careful relationship-building.

Neither New Delhi nor Canberra can be
expected to fill the gap left by the United States
alone. India remains tied to its continental
predicament, with an active border dispute with
China and both conventional and
sub-conventional challenges from Pakistan.
Similarly, Australia is undergoing substantive
churn in the strategic imagination of its regional
role, which involves a complete overhaul of its
armed forces, acquisitions of new technologies
under the AUKUS (Australia, the United Kingdom,
and the U.S.), and increased outreach to smaller
island states in its maritime geography.

Given all this, how can both sides ensure that
they rise up to face challenges in the regional
security architecture? Five aspects need
immediate attention:

The focus areas
First, it is time to rebalance defence engagement
beyond comfortable silos. While Navy-to-Navy
cooperation has flourished, there is a need to
break down service barriers. This could be
achieved through joint military exercises that
reflect real world operations, and moving
towards a dedicated forum for joint staff talks.
Further, both sides should work towards a major
joint, combined exercise within the next decade
— one that truly tests their collective capabilities.
Second, India’s defence footprints in Canberra
need to reflect the strategic importance of this
relationship. It should consider upgrading its
Defence Adviser (DA) position in Canberra to a
one-star rank. Since this position has always been
held by a Navy official, the addition of dedicated
Army and Air Force personnel as assistants could
help balance the service participation. Further, it
needs to have dedicated people for its
engagement with the Pacific Islands — work that
is currently handled by the very efficient DA in
Canberra.

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website :

patrioticias.

Third, India needs to elevate ground-up ideas
from working-level personnel. Too often, strategic
dialogues become exercises in diplomatic niceties
rather than forums for hard truths. Including
more uniformed professionals with operational
insights and creating spaces for classified
discussions can generate fresh thinking that both
nations need. Simple initiatives such as
fellowships for staff college graduates or regular
war-gaming exchanges would build the mutual
understanding that underpins genuine
cooperation.

Fourth, India should explore cooperation with
Australia in the Maintenance, Repair and
Overhaul (MRO) of naval vessels. New Delhi has
successfully displayed its capabilities in this
sector with active contracts with the U.S. and
British navies. Further, exploring joint
manufacturing and provision of patrol boats for
small island security forces in the Indian Ocean
Region and in the Pacific would again showcase
the joint intentions and capabilities of the two
sides. These aspects of cooperation in MRO and
patrol boats may seem small, but their second
and third-order impacts on exposure to each
other’s technologies and platforms can be
immense.

An opportunity for MSMEs

Finally, defence industry collaboration demands
areset. Given that most of the bigger Original
Equipment Manufacturers (OEM)s in Australia are
field offices of European, East Asian, or American
firms, Indian OEMs have preferred to deal
directly with their main offices in these countries.
Cooperation in the Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSME) sector has been a missed
opportunity. Defence and aerospace startups in
both countries are at the forefront of cutting-edge
technologies. Their outputs in components and
dual-use technologies make them ideal to work
with each other. Just like New Delhi, Canberra is
also implementing an indigenisation programme
in the defence sector. Therefore, there is
potential to align the MSME sectors in both
countries. To enable this, they could explore
something similar to the U.S.-India INDUS X
model.
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India-Australia Defence Ties Beyond American Shadows

IANET I9T §F W HRA-ATE AT @I Iy

Donald Trump’s return to the White House has created shockwaves in the global
security environment.

BTes €9 #r aradt o RaF guaw aRgea F gaaa #=w & 8

e The Indo-Pacific region is at a turning point, as NATO is pushed for burden-sharing
and Trump’s approach becomes more transactional.

- 4RAfhe &9 v Avias Az W §, F9if NATO W a1ST |3 FI1 FT g9 ¢
iR &g i AT 3f0F aT-aa 3maa & 7 B

e This scenario offers a strategic opportunity for middle powers like India and
Australia to strengthen their defence partnership.

e aRfeufa sRa iR o o #egs afdawl & e wEifas smat g
FAT & 6 I 39T T8I WEAT AT H|

An Alignment of Interests
feat &1 wHTE

o Australia’s strategic geography, spanning the Indian and Pacific Oceans, supports
India’s maritime ambitions.

sitesforar & wiEhifas stfas Rufa, o g 3k wena AR & siedr & arda
T FHE ITHIETHT & 3T &

e The Australian Defence Force (ADF) has experience in coalition operations and
recently helped India through an air-to-air refuelling agreement.

IeforaTs T&T S (ADF) &1 W13 AfRAT@T o7 31e737a § 3R gTel & H 3T #RA dr
Hee & U TI-g-r Regfaer wwsta & aregs 9

o Australia’s ties with Pacific Island nations align with India’s growing regional
interests.

Aifeeforr & wend gdfia e @ d@ey HRA &1 goch & st & 3ered §
e Both countries share concerns over China’s assertiveness and aim for regional
stability and sovereign resilience.

alst SRiT Y et AY HTHAFAT B I iaT § 3R I e fuar 3wy afrarge
AT & agd g

Strengthening Bureaucratic Ties

TS U F Asqy qeAre
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e While other partners like Japan, South Korea, and Europe are important, the India-
Australia defence partnership has developed strong bureaucratic mechanisms.

STET SATaTer, EfaroT FIRAT 3R AT S AR Ageaqur €, ag HRA-iree i
HHGHY &7 AT werAfae g [asfad fnar gl

¢ Inthe past decade, Australian Prime Ministers and PM Modi have elevated this
partnership, with Canberra calling New Delhi a “top-tier security partner.”

oo gw sl &, itefaas yuresAfal 3k vaeeE A S 5@ a@iedy S S
g, 3R e 7 78 Roeh 1 “ofd gram wwieR T B

Institutional Framework and Defence Exercises
HEARTT o= 3R T8 s

e The Comprehensive Strategic Partnership (CSP) 2020 and 2+2 Ministerial Dialogue
(2021) have built high-level strategic coordination.

IS WiHAIfAF TSR (CSP) 2020 31X 2+2 #Hft Warg (2021) & 37 TR W
UTITceh Head FARad far gl

e Agreements like the Mutual Logistics Support Agreement (MLSA) have streamlined
joint operations and humanitarian missions.

R Afoeeay A FASIGT (MLSA) S gasildl & a9 Jfami ik A
et 1 gars & g

e The November 2024 air-to-air refuelling agreement has extended the operational
range of Indian aircraft using Australian assistance.

e 2024 F TIR-E-UAR Regferar axsila 2 s famat f aR=reer awar
Jitegtorar &1 ¥gar § Ser gl
o Key joint exercises include:
HET Hgad AT H AR &
o AUSTRAHIND (Army)
AUSTRAHIND (I &)
o AUSINDEX (Navy)
AUSINDEX (&)
o Participation in Pitch Black and Malabar, indicating long-term collaboration.

R sete 3R ATAER S 37T 7 AENERY, S S o TgdieT aifd §1
Limitations and Strategic Gaps
Hrame ik wEfas iR

o Neither India nor Australia can completely replace the U.S. in the regional security
architecture.

e 3R sieeferar Qi 3R i siffe & 9t g @ 77 o) vt |
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¢ India remains occupied with border disputes with China and ongoing threats from
Pakistan.

AR 31 & <fiter & wrer W Rarg 3K wifereare @ aRaRe 3R srRamre @awt @ 531

@I

o Australia is undergoing a strategic transformation, including armed forces overhaul,
new technologies under AUKUS, and outreach to Pacific island nations.

3ireforar v Torifas qadtee & ek @ ToR 161 8, T W qell &1 gafasAior,
AUKUS & dgd 7% deheltenl bl 39aT1a1T, 3 i gaa 2@t & |ryr S[grar onfdel &1

The Way Forward
T3 T [T

o To effectively respond to emerging regional security challenges, both India and
Australia must urgently focus on five key areas.

3l &¥r AT geifoaat @ forves & fow, e 3R siteeiorar 1 aie yoge &l
dchTel €T Shigd el dIfgU|

e First, it is time to rebalance defence engagement beyond comfortable silos.
T TEel, 3T FHAY 37 917 ¢ o 1T waert st aRaRes @t & amer wfoa fmar s

e While Navy-to-Navy cooperation has flourished, there is a need to break inter-service
barriers.

STET ATAAT-H-ATAAT TGN ¥ YITTcT T &, TeT VAT & oI Y STUTIHAT T dATSeT T S & |
e This can be done through joint military exercises that reflect real-world operations,
and by creating a dedicated forum for joint staff talks.

Ig 1 TgFd e et & ATAH § f3HA1 S HeelT § S aeafas fdamet a1 gefiv
3R WY T ararsi F e v ey Fw o)

e Both sides should aim for a major joint exercise in the next decade to test their
collective capabilities.

aleit SRiT T 3aTel G2F H Ueh Hgcaqol HYF HATH I AIoTalT FAlell AT TTEH Sofehr
HTST &THATHT AT G & Toh |

Upgrading India’s Defence Presence in Canberra

HeAaU F AT Y 18T 3T F 3ot HIAT

e India’s defence presence in Canberra must reflect the strategic importance of the
partnership.

TR T SheTawr H 787 3UTRUTY FF 57 TSieRY & Wifa®w Agea = ufafafad Fwar
IR
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e It should consider upgrading the Defence Adviser (DA) post to a one-star rank.

3 UG FI TH-FER I doh eald H¥et W fAar fhar e anfgu|

o Since the DA has always been from the Navy, appointing Army and Air Force
assistants could bring balance in representation.

o Tg Ue gHRT ARYAT IAHRY & I TET &, SATAT g A1 3R g Q1 6 TgrIh
ST HJeleT oTTaT|

e India should also appoint dedicated personnel for engagement with Pacific Islands,
which is now managed by the DA.

HI T Ferier gdrat ¥ 31 & forw Ry srftred dera & =nfge, St fhergrer DA g
FATT R &

Ground-level Engagement and Fresh Thinking

A @ SR aF 314 IR 75 @

India must promote ideas from working-level personnel, rather than relying only on
high-level dialogues.

R &I hddl 3TI-TRT TG W AR @A & T FII-FaT & HiAal & Ry &
gerar &= A1fgv|

o Many strategic dialogues become overly diplomatic, lacking substantive
discussions.

=Tet gIciT|
¢ Including more uniformed officers with operational experience, and allowing
classified discussions, can generate fresh ideas.

Ve 7T Tt HTAFIRAT Y QM FST LT 3 Ay Tttt 1 3rgAfar & a8 @
oA & FhT g

o Initiatives like fellowships for staff college graduates and regular war-gaming
exchanges will boost mutual understanding.

FTF Ficle AueH F faw Halfi 3ik Frafaa a-afdier veads St dgemaiaar
UREIRE HHS I HoTgd |

Cooperation in Naval Maintenance and Patrol Boats

AT TEX@TT 3R S sttt & wgarer

e India should explore cooperation with Australia in Maintenance, Repair and
Overhaul (MRO) of naval vessels.

RS T o & |y AR sgre & I@@E, #FAd 3R 3ttt (MRO) H
HEANT FT fadwed Tor=T aigT|
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India has existing contracts with U.S. and U.K. navies, showing its capability in MRO.

AR & ard AR 3 fafeer S@emait & @ MRO & 3reqaer 8, St saeht arrar gafal &1

Joint efforts in manufacturing patrol boats for small island states in the Indian
Ocean and Pacific can reflect joint intent.

fég FermR 3itt werie &1 & Bk qdidia et & forw Geier Atwsit & Wy Awtor &
3Gad HIHA 3T

These projects may seem small, but they offer significant second and third-order
benefits, like technology exposure.

A IRANSTATT $7el &1 BIEY o131, wifehet S8 i@y i worsr 4 gfadas 3R gl
e AT Iha &1

An Opportunity for MSMEs
MSME &7 ¥ faw 3rqax

The current defence industry collaboration needs a reset.
TS T&TT 3T G T IoT: I FHToT T AT &

Most large Original Equipment Manufacturers (OEMs) in Australia are field offices of
foreign firms, so Indian OEMs prefer to deal directly with their home offices.

HreeToram # 31ferrier 93 OEM (e 3uaor faatam) fageft safaat #r emame §, safaw
HRAT OEMs HIY) FEATATT H olel-&oT hlell TG il & |

Cooperation in the Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) sector is a missed
opportunity.

&, oY AR 7T 35TH (MSME) &7 H HgA1eT Ueh e 1T a8 T 8|

Defence and aerospace startups in both countries are developing cutting-edge
technologies, especially in dual-use components.

gAY g2l 3 &1 3R TR TeTEared S1gd) 3UANT Y 3eadd dehsilehl I I T [ &

Like India, Australia is also pursuing defence indigenisation, so there is alignment
potential in their MSME sectors.

R Fr g 3Teciorar off 781 &3 & Tagefior fir i & e FX @1 8, 'Fad MSME
& H dreAd T UG B

Both countries can explore a model similar to the U.S.-India INDUS X for enabling
MSME collaboration.

2l 22T MSME &9 & ToT ARA-3rARFT INDUS X ATSer 1T fashed Joltel Thd g1
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The political deadlock in Taiwan

Taiwanese President Lai Ching-te’s biggest policymaking hurdle has been that his party had failed to achieve a majority in the Legislative Yuan, with the opposition KMT
winning 52 seats out of the 113 parliamentary seats. Subsequently, the KMT has blocked vital steps to secure Taiwan's internal democratic and legal processes

S Paper II: IR
S Paper |: World Histo

WORLD INSIGHT

Anushka Saxena

n May 20, Taiwanese President

Lai Ching-te celebrated a year

in office. And while Mr. Lai’s

celebratory speech presented
a vision of cooperation with rival
stakeholders, the second year of his
presidency is off to a rocky start. If the
recall campaign facing legislators of the
two main parties — the Democratic
Progressive Party (DPP) and the
Kuomintang (KMT) — comes to fruition, it
may be both a display of democratic
vibrance, and indicative of volatility in the
political corridors of Taipei.

Yielding the Yuan

Mr. Lai’s biggest policymaking hurdle
since the beginning of his tenure has been
that his party, the DPP, had failed to
achieve a majority in the Legislative Yuan.
Of the 113 parliamentary seats, 52 were
won by the main opposition party, the
KMT, and 51 by the DPP. Eight seats were
won by a third party closely aligned with
the KMT — the Taiwan People’s Party
(TPP). The remaining two seats went to
independent candidates who, again, are
believed to be ideologically aligned with
the KMT. Subsequently, the KMT has
blocked vital steps to secure Taiwan’s
internal democratic and legal processes,
as well as its defence preparedness.

For example, in December 2024, the
KMT pushed amendments to the ‘Act
Governing the Allocation of Government
Revenues and Expenditures’. The Act was
amended for the first time in 25 years,
and its new text restricted the central
government’s budgetary decision-making
powers, especially in the defence sector.
Now, the central government is liable to
disburse more funds to local
governments, bringing the ratio of the
central-to-local tax revenue share from
75:25 to 60:40, the pre-1999 amendment
levels. KMT’s controversial manoeuvers
during Mr. Lai’s tenure go back a year. In

On the brink: Taiwanese President Lai Ching-te visits Republic of China Military Academy, for its 100th
anniversary celebrations in Kaohsiung, Taiwan in 2024. REUTERS

May 2024, one of the bills put forth jointly
by the KMT and the TPP made the case
that it should be compulsory for the
president-elect to address the Yuan
post-inauguration, and conduct an
on-the-spot question-and-answer session
with legislators. In the past, this had been
optional for the President. Historically, no
sitting Taiwanese president has been
subject to it. Despite this, KMT and TPP
lawmakers proposed that it be made
mandatory for Mr. Lai which led to
scuffles in the Yuan.

DPP lawmakers have also alleged that
the KMT introduced amendments to laws
on the legislature’s powers, without going
through mandatory processes. These
processes include first hashing out bills at
a procedural committee meeting, and
then forwarding them for a first and
second reading to the legislative floor,
before the eventual vote. However, KMT

lawmakers have opposed the allegations.

On the brink of dismantling?

Today, the ideological and political rift is
evident in something more serious — a
series of recall campaigns (a mechanism
through which voters can remove a sitting
legislator and ask for re-election) targeting
as many as 37 KMT legislators and 15 DPP
ones. The initiators of the petitions for the
KMT recall campaigns seem to all be
citizen groups, including from
constituencies through which KMT
legislators won a seat in the Yuan.

Many KMT lawmakers are in the
second stage of the recall process, where
10% of the electorate in a constituency
signs a petition to initiate a recall vote. In
a face-saving move, KMT lawmakers, too,
initiated a recall campaign against DPP
parliamentarians, and have shot
themselves in the foot by forging

The Political Deadlock in Taiwan
drsare A TTeifas afarer

Taiwanese President Lai Ching-te’s biggest policymaking hurdle has been that
his party had failed to achieve a majority in the Legislative Yuan, with the
opposition KMT winning 52 seats out of the 113 parliamentary seats.

arsar & Tseufa A RT-2 & e o 99 AfS-FAavor v e g7 W 6 3 ot
afSreafed e & sgad e1fie 7E1 T T, afh RAual Fead @ 113 FedT At & @

52 ®E St

signatures on behalf of voters who were
declared dead sometime in the past year.
It now seems that by June, a huge batch of
lawmakers (of which a greater majority
belong to the KMT) may have to vacate
their Yuan seats. It all depends on the
validity of the signatures submitted to the
Central Election Commission. Names of
the first set of recalled legislators may
even be available as early as late
June-early July, when the third and final
stage, the recall vote, comes to fruition.

A rift beyond repair
Under Mr. Lai, the rift between the KMT
and the DPP is especially apparent,
because the KMT previously never
occupied a majority in the Yuan when a
member of the DPP party (Tsai Ing-Wen
or Chen Shui-Bian) was President. The
transformation of this legislative deadlock
into a mass recall campaign means that
democracy is alive through the exercise of
citizens’ rights to re-election. But it also
means that even KMT lawmakers who
won a majority in the 2024 elections are
losing hold of their electorate.

Historically, the KMT has been a party
that promotes dialogue over deterrence
with China, while the DPP is relatively
more vocal against reunification. With
changing sentiments among the youth,
the KMT’s narrative and pitch were
already unappealing, even though they
won Yuan seats due to dissatisfaction with
the DPP’s economic and diplomatic
performance during Ms.Tsai’s two tenures
before Mr. Lai. As the ideological rift
materialises into a deadlock, Mr. Lai has
two options. He can either continue to
emphasise deliberations with the KMT to
avoid mass recall, including by inviting
opposition parties to the table for a
meeting on national security. His other
option is to put the weight of the DPP
behind KMT recall petitioners, and
prepare a policy agenda so strong that
by-elections yield majority seats for the
DPP. Either way, this would be a historic
moment in Taiwanese politics.

Anushka Saxena is a staff research
analyst at The Takshashila Institution.

THE GIST

v

In December 2024, the KMT
pushed amendments to the
‘Act Governing the Allocation of
Government Revenues and
Expenditures’. The Act was
amended for the first time in
25 years, and its new text
restricted the central
government’s budgetary
decision-making powers.

v

Under Mr. Lai, the rift between
the KMT and the DPP is
especially apparent, because
the KMT previously never
occupied a majority in the
Yuan when a member of the
DPP party (Tsai Ing-Wen or
Chen Shui-Bian) was President.

v

Historically, the KMT has been
a party that promotes dialogue
over deterrence with China,
while the DPP is relatively
more vocal against
reunification.

e Subsequently, the KMT has blocked vital steps to secure Taiwan’s internal democratic
and legal processes.
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$8d IRUMHAEAET, FTAL o ATSATT T 3RS srebeliiren A FIefA aframait o1
AR S aTel Hgca Ul e AT bl avedl T fGam &

On May 20, President Lai completed one year in office, marking it with a celebratory
speech promoting cooperation with rivals.

20 FE T TSUTT TS o 37e] Hdehlel T U a9 G a1 3R 58 36 W gfagggfadi &
| HEAVT 6T ST XA §U Teh Ieqd AT {2

However, the second year of his presidency has started on a rocky note, facing
political unrest and recall campaigns against legislators of both DPP and KMT.

gleliTeh, 3eTeh hIehTeT T GENT aﬁmﬁmﬁ%mgm% orge ddidy 33T oA
W%W%@WWWWWWEW%I

These developments show both democratic vibrance and political instability in
Taipei.

A UATSHHA dATSYE H U 3R dAiFdiiag Afdaar dr gadl 3R Tsreifaa FTeUar &1 aifa
gl

Yielding the Yuan
dAfSrFafea gamer & wqes 1 FFE

President Lai's Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) won only 51 seats, while the
opposition KMT won 52 seats.

Tseufa oS Fr SAshics Tfad areh (3rdid) o haer 51 "W S, Safe faueh Foadr
52 #iE gifae $il

The Taiwan People’s Party (TPP), aligned with the KMT, secured 8 seats, and 2
independents also leaned ideologically toward KMT.

FUAS F 3 Arsar duew aret (i) F 8 €€ S, 3R 2 Taad sFgaRt # s
T FTHE 1 3R ET|

Due to this opposition majority, the KMT has blocked key policy measures, including
those related to democracy, law, and defence preparedness.

59 fauel SgAd & HROT, FTHAE F A, Flofet 3R 4T IR T T T Agea oy
AT 3UTAT I 3ravey fRaT gl

Budget law amendment and power shift

qoTe FleleT & weereT 3R afFaa) w1 agame

In December 2024, KMT amended the ‘Act Governing the Allocation of Government
Revenues and Expenditures’ — for the first time in 25 years.

REa 2024 #, FTAN 7 “TIHNT TSI 3T TT & TdeT ¥ Hafd ADfAgdw 7 25 asf
91¢ Ygell IR ey fhar|
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e The amendment limited central government’s power in budget decisions, especially in
defence spending.

M o hey IR T Ford I AT dr 1 A, @raen & @« & At &, @A
FT e

+ Now, the central government must give more funds to local governments, shifting the
tax revenue ratio from 75:25 to 60:40, as it was before 1999.

39 &g BIHR Y TATAT FIHRT HY AAF e 71 g1, FoTqd X T IHequrd 75:25 &
TTHT 60:40 F1 IAT &, i 1999 & Tga oI1e] AT|

KMT-TPP bills and Yuan confrontations
FuA-EdId & i 3 ganer 7 T

e In May 2024, a joint KMT-TPP bill proposed making it mandatory for the president-
elect to address the Yuan and answer questions post-inauguration.

7§ 2024 7, FuAdt AR AR & TYFa T & gFara fGar 7 da-faiRa asgafa &
ToIT 31TeT AT H oI ahdatT 3R T2aAT ohT 3R a1 rfarard gl

o Earlier, addressing the Yuan was optional, and no sitting president had ever done it.
TE, 3T I HSITET YT dehfedd AT 3R 3T aF Hrs ot wlsper Isgafer var 7€t
qrT AT|

e This proposal led to scuffles in the Yuan and strong resistance from DPP lawmakers.

S TEATT & TeTdd 3T A EIMAT g1 3R Sl & Rremarei A s@et et fae |

Allegations of procedural violations

UfhdTcA® Ieagdl & IRT

e DPP lawmakers alleged that KMT introduced amendments to legislative powers without
following mandatory procedures.

A} Tt & 3R 9T foh FUA a3 TSH TFA13T H1 grerer Fo fa= faeurd
AFAIT { FfT TN Y&

e As per procedure, bills must first be discussed in a committee meeting, then undergo
first and second readings before a final vote.

TTshdT & ITTER, TaOTent T Tgel G AfATY & ==, O guer iR gfadh 9o, 3ik
3T AT & T T fohar ST =g T

o However, KMT lawmakers have opposed these allegations and defended their
actions.

gTcTTTeh, HUALY & TAUTIRT o So7 HRAT &7 Faer foram § 3R 319t ShgAT &1 ara R gl
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On the Brink of Dismantling?

FT AT $T ATl cleh SATEYT el & FHIR T §?

Today, the ideological and political rift is evident in something more serious — a series
of recall campaigns targeting 37 KMT legislators and 15 DPP ones.

3TeT daTRes 3R Tereifaes et 3R 318 313k §9 7 R@rs & | & — 37 Fuad
faremaret 31 15 Sl Rt 1 AR ST gT Repier AT HT T T YT ES &
Recall is a mechanism through which voters can remove a sitting legislator and
demand a re-election.

Renfer Teh T ufshar § forash ATea# & Aderar adaATT Remas #Y ger dod o 3R R &
AT T AT HY Hebel ¢ |

The petitions for KMT recall seem to be initiated by citizen groups, even in areas
where KMT legislators won seats.

FuA Reter & fAT ARIAIT AR Togh canT A& 61 718 I 8Iclt 8, gl o T 31
&3t 3 8t STgT FAdt U gara S 9

Many KMT lawmakers are in the second stage of the recall process, where 10% of
voters in a constituency must sign the petition.

% FUAE faruraF Nevlor Uiehar & g@X avor # 8, [SHe 819 & 10% AaQrarsit 1 Arfaremr

R EEATET el I & |
In response, KMT lawmakers also launched recall campaigns against DPP
legislators, but were caught forging signatures, even of dead voters.

S8 SfaTe A, FuAet faemget o1 off Srdfiedt fremaet & [@oms Repter srfdramer & o,
Aifehet 3o¢ HdT AGGTATINT F ATH F Foll FEATRR HA o ATH! H TehsT I

By June, a large number of lawmakers — mostly from KMT — may have to vacate their
seats, depending on the validity of submitted signatures.

SIeT ofeh, 931 HEAT H TaUmeh — foretel Ui FTHAE § § — I 9= W Wrell FI&AT I3
Fhdl §, TE TAT GEATERT $I derar ) ToR |

The names of the first recalled legislators may become public by late June or early
July, during the final stage of recall voting.

geo Repfer fre arw Rrermaet & o197 ST & 37T AT TS Y YEITA T FHA 3T Fhel &,
19 Reler AAGTT T 3 TOT 7 gl |

A Rift Beyond Repair
T IO feTareT

Under President Lai, the rift between KMT and DPP is particularly visible because KMT
never had a Yuan majority during previous DPP presidencies.
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TSeufd oS & HRIEAI &, FTAT AT St & T IR &Iy 77 F Tose §, F3ifF gga
el qregafarat & ghet Fead 1 F3l Z3rer & sgad @ e

e The recall campaigns indicate that democracy is active, as citizens are exercising
their right to re-election.

Repier 318raTeT Ig geifial § T ehera afdnar B, ardifeh AreTRes 319 gor:-aaer & it &1
YT HITE & |

e However, it also shows that even KMT lawmakers, who had won a majority in 2024,
are losing voter trust.

mafﬁs,agaﬁa%ﬁw%ﬁszouﬁagﬂaﬁsﬁaﬁmmmsﬂmmaﬁm
ST Y @ ¥

o Historically, KMT supports dialogue with China, while DPP opposes reunification
more openly.

ATl &0, Fuad) @i @ Hare FT qAGT FIAT 8, ST S gerdhraor 1 afow

T A FAT ¢
e The KMT’s appeal has declined among youth, despite winning Yuan seats due to
frustration with DPP’s performance under Ms. Tsai’s tenure.

FUHE T JAT3T F 1T °eT 8, 91l € 38 Pt 1§ & Friawrer 7 St & yeeher @
ARSI & HROT ZHTeT F TS S|
¢ As the ideological divide deepens, President Lai has two options.

S-SR SaTRe IR gl el 511 3@}, Isgufa o & ur &Y e § |

e He can promote deliberations with the KMT and hold national security meetings
with the opposition to avoid mass recall.

d FUAE F WY HATG Y FG1AT ¢ Tohl ¢ IR TSI &I W 35F 3T Fteh STl
Rl & 99 aFa &

e Or he can support the recall petitions against KMT and present a strong DPP policy
agenda to win by-elections.

1 Y 3 FTAE & f&emd Revter arfaaiait 1 @oder o SdidY & v Aorga Afe seqa
T Hehel ¢ A1feh SUAT # TEH Il [T ST Tehl
o Either path would mark a historic moment in Taiwanese politics.

3o YAt et F & S 311 drgare Y AT 7 e A g
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Does the civil services
examination need reform?

What changes are needed to make the three-tier exam system a less cumbersome process?

GS Paper |I: Governance
Gopalakrishna. V

he foundations of the present
format of the civil services
examination can be traced to

the Macaulay Report of 1854
which introduced selection by merit and
designed an examination on the principle
of ‘transferability of academic talent to
administration’. After Independence, the
Kothari Committee (1975) recommended
a three-tier examination comprising a
preliminary exam, a descriptive main
examination and an interview.

The initial format

The preliminary exam comprised of an
optional subject and a common general
studies paper with a weightage of 2:1
respectively. After the preliminary exam,
only the names of the shortlisted
aspirants for the main examination were
released by the UPSC. The question
paper, the marks scored by the aspirants,

and the minimum qualifying mark were
kept classified and not made public. For
many years this ‘black box” nature of the
preliminary exams ensured its smooth
conduct as there was no ‘locus standi’ for
an aspirant to question the result.

In 2005, with the passing of the Right
to Information Act, aspirants flooded the
UPSC with queries regarding the rationale
of the exams and the UPSC had to
disclose its methods which were raised
for judicial scrutiny. To resolve this issue,
the government appointed the S. K.
Khanna Committee in 2010. In 2011,
based on its recommendations, the
optional paper was replaced with a
common paper and the preliminary
examination was reconstituted to
comprise two papers — Paper-I, covering
all conventional areas in General Studies,
and Paper-Il comprising questions on
quantitative aptitude, reasoning and
English comprehension. However, this
format favoured students from urban

centres with a good foundation in English.
As only the combined score of Paper- 1
and Paper-II were taken, they could
qualify at the prelims even though they
scored relatively less in Paper-I. This led
to more protests and consequently the
government made Paper-II a qualifying
paper and the marks were not added to
determine merit. The preliminary exam
continues in the same format.

Further reform

In 2012, the Government appointed the
Arun Nigverkar Committee to suggest a
new model. The Committee made many
recommendations with the aim of making
the exams a less cumbersome process.
The accepted changes were incorporated
from 2013. The new scheme comprised
restructured papers in General Studies
covering diverse areas like Indian Polity,
Governance, Economy, Science and
Technology etc. The scheme continues to
date. However, there are still distortions

that must be addressed. First, the
preliminary examination, which was
designed to select the most deserving, has
now become a ‘jealous gatekeeper’ with
the sole objective of reducing over five
lakh aspirants to around 10,000. Paper-II,
which is a qualifying paper, favours
students with a background in Sciences
and Engineering and is a challenge for
Humanities students. Paper-1, which
comprises questions that test knowledge
in areas that are needed for a career in
the administrative services has become
increasingly unpredictable. Due to this an
aspirant who appears for the exam with a
genuine desire to serve the country and is
devoting his prime time to prepare for the
same, incurs a huge opportunity cost.

The main examination also needs a few
changes. The General studies papers have
20 short answer questions and feedback
from aspirants indicates that marks are
being awarded for factual points than
analyses. There are no ‘long form
questions’ which test the much required
analytical skills of the future civil servant.
Also, the Annual reports of the UPSC
indicate that majority of the aspirants
select optionals that are more scoring
than their own domain. This aberration
needs to be corrected and the optional
may be replaced by two papers which
cover governance and policy. It is high
time that the exam scheme is revisited.

Gopalakrishna. V is the Director of Brain
Tree Hyderabad.

Does the Civil Services Examination Need Reform?

F1 fAfaer ar qdian # GUR A JTaegHdar 82

The foundations of the current civil services examination date back to the

Macaulay Report of 1854, which introduced selection by merit and an exam based

on the principle of transferring academic talent to administration.

FaA e a1 qiew A g 1854 F Ao RYE a& AT §, o AT F 3maR w®

g9 3R et F 39 Rguid 9T 3maRa B @ darfors ufasm @ gemes # vusaie

T STey

o After Independence, the Kothari Committee (1975) recommended a three-tier exam
system: a preliminary exam, a descriptive main exam, and an interview.

TIAFT o d1c, PSR ATATA (1975) 7 HeA-Fadia a1 gorrel dr GBI FT: Tk IRAF

qlaTT, Ueh quisiTcAd HET g8, 3R U AIeTehr |

The Initial Format

URINE =T

e The preliminary exam had an optional subject and a common general studies paper
with a weightage of 2:1 respectively.
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URTAS 98T H U defeus [T 3R U AT 3reqa=T T AT 9UX T, foistenr

A H HhAM: 2:1 AT|

o After prelims, only the names of shortlisted candidates for the mains were
released by UPSC.

IR T&T & dTe, haol HET TaT & fav aiefare fre v seieant & awer gdieadr
EaRT S fehT ST |

e The question papers, marks, and minimum qualifying marks were kept classified
and not public.

WREAYH, 3, 3R FYAGH ATIT IHF NI T S A HR Aot {oieh 781 v S A

e« For many years, this ‘black box’ nature ensured smooth conduct since aspirants had
no legal right to question results.

S aul deh, 38 ‘Sl S’ THfel =1 TIET o Far& Helelel l FiART fohar Fiifen
3FHEaRt &I 9RO &I FAlT & T Fle HRFR 7T &l

e In 2005, after the Right to Information Act, aspirants flooded UPSC with queries about
exam rationale, leading to judicial scrutiny.

2005 #, g« & FfaR srftfaas & o, 3ricart & ghuae & qfietr & d& & s
Harel 3810, e =1 o g3 |
e To address this, the government appointed the S. K. Khanna Committee in 2010.

SH FHEIT & FATHTS & T, TR o 2010 7 TH. &. Geerr AT forgera |

e« In 2011, based on its recommendations, the optional paper was replaced by a
common paper, and the prelims were restructured into Paper-l (General Studies) and
Paper-ll (Quantitative aptitude, reasoning, English comprehension).

2011 &, 35T RAHIRRIT & TR R, d6feasd Iu #f UF THAT IO § dgo f&am aram 3R
IRTAE TUETT T QU1 (FTHATT FETT) IR -1l (AETCHS NaqdT, ddheafad, s
qHAS) A TS fohar ar |

o However, this format favored students from urban centers with a strong foundation in
English.

BTeTTeh, ST ITRY oF QgL gl & orat o et g fSarehr 3rarsft 3 o)

e As only the combined score of Paper-l and Paper-Il was counted, some qualified with
low Paper-I scores by scoring well in Paper-II.

Fifeh Shael TuR-1 X TI-Il F FIFA 3 T AT ST AT, S SFAGAR o T H F7
3 AfheT U1l F 3&F 3F UIod FF FaTTAwS fHaT|

e This led to protests, so Paper-Il was made a qualifying paper, and its marks were not
counted for merit.

58 W A g1 IR, TOR-11 Y Fgar qeT S 137 AR $HS 37 AN & fow 78 s
ST |

e The preliminary exam still follows this format.

IRTAE gdreTr 37eft ofY =4 ureg F g g1
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Further Reform
3T FT UR

In 2012, the government appointed the Arun Nigverkar Committee to suggest reforms
for a less cumbersome process.

2012 #, AIHR o GH&T T i ST ool & T FUR FATe o FoIw 3107 fyerawant
wfafa fagea &

Many recommendations were accepted and implemented from 2013, including
restructured General Studies papers covering areas like Indian Polity, Governance,
Economy, Science and Technology.

&5 FABIR TR 67 715 3R 2013 & A FI 373, [+ Faftd A= eaae & 9
A &, ST HRART Tar=iifer, amret, srdfeaawy, faame 3ix Wigfad o vt o v
ERC R

However, distortions remain: the preliminary exam has become a ‘jealous gatekeeper’
aiming to reduce over five lakh aspirants to around 10,000.

6T oY, Faepfcra 8: aRfee adietr U §ve] qarurer 51 915 &, foraem oea e o @
31t IFATEaRY T 97871 10,000 T FHH AT g |

Paper-Il favors students with Science and Engineering backgrounds and is
challenging for Humanities students.

aue-l| framer 3t sferaRer geasifar arer amat & uet # § 3R A= & st & faw
T &1

Paper-l, testing knowledge needed for administrative careers, has become
unpredictable.
AR, ST TR RN & [T aeTH AT I WA 8, a8 AfARad g =r g

This causes aspirants with a genuine desire to serve the country to suffer a huge
opportunity cost.

SO 2T AT & fAIT AEATAS STOT IWY aTel SFHICART ! HHY THT AR 3860 IS &

Main Examination Changes

HqEg giiet 7 aiads

The General Studies papers have 20 short answer questions, with marks awarded
more for factual points than analysis.

AT TG o AR H 20 TG 3R 9 81 &, (18 37 qearens gt & fov it
feT ST § s faredyor &)

There are no long-form questions that test analytical skills required of future civil
servants.

IS & I 81 gt S HTAST & FATIeT Aaep! T TAATOITcHAS &THATHT o G |

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page5 1



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

e UPSC reports show most aspirants pick optionals that are more scoring than their
own domain, causing an aberration.

gUreEdT S RUTEt & qar =erar g fo 3iftenier 3Figar 319 &1 & Jorrg 0 dsfeds
T gora § o 31f0 3iw Rema € o oF fasfa B

e This needs correction, and the optional subject may be replaced by two papers
covering governance and policy.

S eI T GUR T T 8, 3R dwfous v #t arwet v Aifer ox 3t St @ ageren
IR

o ltis high time the exam scheme is revisited for better outcomes.

31 FHI 3T 3747 & T q et yorrelt Y Jgax aRomaAT & e qafdar frar s

Congo, Colombia,

NEW YORK :
. . Latvia among new UN
Congo, Colombia, Latvia among Security Council

new UN Security Council members members

HION, FIATaT, ATIAAT
oTT FYFT TS JI&TT
IRYG TGET Tt

The UN General Assembly has
elected five countries —
Bahrain, Colombia, the
Democratic Republic of the
Congo (DR Congo), Latvia, and
Liberia — as non-permanent
members of the UN Security

R I TYTEEEL LT : REUTERS

A :GS Paper IlL UN . Council for the 2026-2027 term.

The UN General Assembly elected five countries — Bahrain, a'g'q—cr IS¢ AGTHAT o 9T et —

Colombia, the DR Congo, Latvia and Liberia — to serve as fi Yoty o ity

non-permanent Security Council members for the 2026-2027 term. ’ ]

They will replace outgoing members Algeria, Guyana, Sierra Leone,  3TORTsd (DR H1aN), AT, kY 10y

Slovenia and South Korea on January 1, 2026. AFP AT FT 2026-2027 FEFT F

fore e Tsg gram aitwe & iR-

TR W T F T F T 81

These countries will replace the outgoing members Algeria, Guyana, Sierra Leone,
Slovenia, and South Korea on January 1, 2026.
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J ger 1 SeTal 2026 T I TEUT Xt §U e T, I[are, Rrewr forgier, Feiafaa, 3i afeor
FIRAT T STaTE ol |

GS Paper I1I: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, IS)

1.

lISc researchers develop artificial metal-based
nanozyme that prevents excess blood clotting

ITSINETHHEY F AMUHATHT A JcATF T&Fd & IFH) H Vbt
aqTeT HTAA UTT-3TUTRA Astorsa Qs fFar

. Indian astronaut’s space mission to ISS postponed to

June 10
HRAT IHANET AT T IMSTHTH AT 10 5[ T ¥4

T

. Overall outcome more important than setbacks, says

Gen. Chauhan
AT F FATeT Hgeaqul § e TR, Serter dlerer o Far

. ‘Sulphur-cleaning device in coal plants not necessary’

HIFAT I H FoBT ATH HI dTdll 2912 3Taeq Jd1

. Bacteria found at Rajgir hot spring lake shows

antimicrobial activity
e gTe Fover sfter & 91w are SR F Qe avsrar
q1$ IS

6. A Strategy Fuelled by Vision, Powered by Energy

UF Wi AT g G INT &, FoT d AT @

7. A Ban, a Split Verdict, and a Health Concern

& yfaetr, v fFofara vty 3R v wareey Rar
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8. Building-Integrated Photovoltaics: converting buildings
into solar assets

fafegar-sdaes wicovoltaics: SARAT FI el FATEA H
dqelel

9. May palm oil imports jump 87% in India to 6-month high
HRT H #AS & ITH T 3T 87% FEHT 6 AGlel & ITadH
ERX W

10. GIA develops new system to grade lab-grown
diamond

GIA & de-31teT gRT & A1 F faw 711 Rvew el e
11. U.K. facing race to avoid $1 bn EU carbon tax cost
T.F. P $1 3T $T FIT caH AT @ q<Ia HY gl5 71 qHAT

12. For the first time in 100 years, rare wild orchid seen
in UK

100 &St 7 ggelt IR fareer 7 geter Storelt 3ifFs awm I
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1ISc researchers develop artificial metal-based
nanozyme that prevents excess blood clotting

|GS Paper Ill: S&T

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Researchers at the Indian
Institute of Science (IISc.)
have developed an artifi-
cial metal-based nano-
zyme that can potentially
be used to clamp down on
abnormal blood clotting
caused by conditions like
pulmonary thromboembo-
lism (PTE).

According to IISc., un-
der normal circumstances,
when a blood vessel is in-
jured, specialised blood
cells called platelets get ac-
tivated, and cluster togeth-
er around the vessel to
form protective blood
clots.

This process, known as
the blood clotting cascade

The research team synthesised redox active nanomaterials via
controlled chemical reactions starting from small building blocks.

(haemostasis), involves a
complex series of protein
interactions triggered by
signals from physiological
agonists (chemicals), such
as collagen and thrombin.
However, when these

signals go haywire in con-
ditions like PTE or diseases
like COVID-19, oxidative
stress and levels of toxic
Reactive Oxygen Species
(ROS) increase, leading to
over-activation of platelets.

This triggers the formation
of excess clots in the blood
vessel, contributing to
thrombosis, a major cause
of morbidity and
mortality.

To tackle this challenge,
researchers led by G. Mu-
gesh, Professor in the De-
partment of Inorganic and
Physical Chemistry, have
developed nanomaterials
that mimic the activity of
natural antioxidant en-
zymes, which scavenge
reactive oxidative mole-
cules. These nanozymes
work by controlling ROS le-
vels, thereby preventing
the over-activation of plate-
lets that leads to excess clot
formation or thrombosis.

The team synthesised
redox active nanomaterials

of different sizes, shapes,
and morphologies via a se-
ries of controlled chemical
reactions starting from
small building blocks.

They then isolated pla-
telets from human blood,
activated them using physi-
ological agonists, and test-
ed how effectively the dif-
ferent nanozymes could
prevent excess platelet
aggregation.

The team found that
spherical-shaped vanadi-
um pentoxide (V205) na-
nozymes were the most ef-
ficient.

The team now plans to
explore the efficacy of the
nanozyme in preventing is-
chemic stroke, which is al-
so caused by clogging of
blood vessels.

lISc researchers develop artificial metal-based nanozyme
that prevents excess blood clotting

ITEITSTHHT & Aerhar3it o AT T&Fd & gFh! FY Udhet aTelT
FHiAe arg-3menRa Aarers wfa e

Researchers at the Indian Institute of Science (lISc.) have developed an artificial
metal-based nanozyme that could help prevent abnormal blood clotting caused
by conditions like pulmonary thromboembolism (PTE).

AR FaaTeT §ETeT (1ISc) ¥ atraatait & v F i urg-3mnfie Aqtemss Rwfia

frar & S geRIadl giEaIvafasd (PTE) S fReufaat @ 3cua 3uTH+g o d & U1 Hi

UFa A Aeg HT GohdT 2l

e Under normal conditions, when a blood vessel is injured, platelets get activated and
cluster together to form protective blood clots.

A IR 7 ST T a1fet 1 °ie o9rcl &, A e Hishd glend 398 H 3

STl & 3R GR&TcH Tad qFahl ol THHTOT i &
e This process is known as the blood clotting cascade (haemostasis) and involves a

complex set of protein interactions triggered by signals from physiological agonists
such as collagen and thrombin.
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3T ThaT ol sl FATTS FThs (QALRAW) Fgr ST & 3R 577 e iy sifeer framw
nfAer gicl &, St sferetet 3R YifPaeT S ariife Wt & Tohat & afsha g &1

e In conditions like PTE or COVID-19, these signals become erratic, increasing oxidative
stress and levels of toxic Reactive Oxygen Species (ROS), which over-activate
platelets.

PTE I1 COVID-19 Si&Y fRufaat & ¥ Gha 3= 8 sira €, f5aa sitdisfea aama 3k
e Rufdea siterdister wdtefist (ROS) FT TR ¢ ST §, 3R 500 cedew 30« afpyg
grama gl

e This over-activation leads to excess clot formation in blood vessels, causing
thrombosis, a major reason for morbidity and mortality.

I NS Tlhaar Tod afg1sit & JcA®F gaF! 1 FATT Y &, o9y gieafaa
g &, St ARt 3R {eg 1 v H&g RO

e To address this, a team led by Prof. G. Mugesh in the Department of Inorganic and
Physical Chemistry has developed nanomaterials that mimic natural antioxidant
enzymes.

S8 FHET A e & ToIv srarsrafar 3N silfae T fsmer & o). Sft. gerr & aqgea &
T 8 o 0 A e wfad e § o wpfas vdsitfease vemgal f1 a3 §

e These nanozymes help control ROS levels, thereby preventing over-activation of
platelets and excessive clot formation.

I AATTEFA, ROS TR FT IR aeh Taleaied Y 3rcafts afhaar 3R srcafts gat
& faAor & U

o The team synthesised redox-active nanomaterials of different sizes, shapes, and
morphologies using controlled chemical reactions.

& o fife vt sfafeanst & Areas 8 Afdes s, smepfaat sk axaemit
aTel ETFE-u g A Rae R e

o They then isolated platelets from human blood, activated them using physiological
agonists, and tested how well different nanozymes prevented platelet aggregation.

ST d1G, 3ogiel ATl (&Fd ¥ TATeH 9T [T, 305 AR W=t & aiehy fopar 31k
16707 fhaT ik fAfdeet Aasea taeae SIATE FI fohdeiT 3 g Aahd &1

e They found that spherical-shaped vanadium pentoxide (V,05) hanozymes were the
most efficient.

3egiel 9T fh e 3R F dA1T3IH Ye3iaarss (V,05) Adlassw e 31T yardt 2|

e The team now plans to test the efficacy of the nanozyme in preventing ischemic
stroke, which is also caused by clogged blood vessels.

379 E1 ST AATSISHH hT THTAAAT T STRITHF TS ohl UhATH H W T JIoTelT ST
T &, S T arfgepT3it & 3raer 3 HROT BT g

Page5 6

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Indian astronaut’s
space mission to ISS
postponed to June 10

|GS Paper lll: S&T

Hemanth C.S.
BENGALURU

Indian astronaut Group
Captain Shubhanshu Shuk-
la’s mission to the Interna-
tional Space Station (ISS),
which was scheduled to be
launched on June 8, has
now been postponed to
June 10.

At a press conference
held virtually from the Ax-
iom Mission 4 (Ax-4) crew’s
quarantine location in Flo-
rida, U.S., Axiom Space an-
nounced that the crew is
scheduled to leave for the
ISS on June 10 at 8.22 a.m.
Eastern Time (ET) from
Launch Complex 39A at
the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration
(NASA) Kennedy Space
Center in Florida.

Inclement weather
“This shift allows teams to
account for predicted in-
clement weather during
the SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket
and Dragon spacecraft
transport in addition to
completing final process-
ing of the spacecraft ahead
of launch,” NASA said.
Following the launch on
June 10, and after around
28 hours in orbit, the crew
is scheduled to dock at the

Shubhanshu Shukla

ISS around 12.30 p.m. ET
on June 11.

Group Captain Shukla
will be the pilot of the Ax-4,
and former NASA astro-
naut Peggy Whitson will
command the commercial
mission.

European Space Agency
project astronauts Stawosz
Uznaniski-Wisniewski from
Poland, and Tibor Kapu
from Hungary, are also
part of the crew.

The Group Captain

He called upon fellow
Indians to be curious about
the space mission.“I would
just urge everybody back
home to be excited about
this mission and partici-
pate wholeheartedly. Be
curious, be excited. I think
we are going to do some
really amazing things dur-
ing our 14 days in the ISS,”
he said.

Indian astronaut’s space mission
to ISS postponed to June 10

R 3aieT It #1 Svaeyd
farereT 10 S[ o Tufare & o

Indian astronaut Group Captain Shubhanshu
Shukla’s mission to the International Space
Station (ISS), originally scheduled for June
8, has been postponed to June 10.

TR 3afat T a9 Sreeet IR YFaT FH
HAWTSET 3af¥er T (ISS) e, 3y ygar 8
oot Y freiRe a1, 39 10 S & wufaa w3 fean
TR

¢At a virtual press conference from the Axiom
Mission 4 (Ax-4) crew’s quarantine location in
Florida, U.S., Axiom Space announced that the
crew will now depart for the ISS on June 10 at 8:22
a.m. Eastern Time (ET).

FAIRET, IARST # viFasis Aaa 4 (Ax-4) T &
FARENT TATT § Th Ul 9 Slthd H, Axiom
Space = EYUT & foh 379 &oT 10 S[ T YaE 8:22
(ET) WX ISS & ToIT 31T 81|

oThe launch will take place from Launch Complex
39A at the NASA Kennedy Space Center, Florida.

J&IYUT ATHT & FAs TF T, FAIRET & dled

FiFcaFd 39A T foar STTam|

«NASA stated that the shift in schedule accounts for
predicted inclement weather and completion of
final spacecraft processing.

ATHT &1 eT [ HTHA H TGolld HeJhel ANGH HY
THTFATHT HI A IHARET ATeT THEHIOT T It hl
ATt 3 TG gU AT T |

eAfter launch on June 10, the crew will spend
around 28 hours in orbit and is scheduled to dock

at the ISS at 12:30 p.m. ET on June 11.
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10 ST Y F&TIUT & G Gof ofaT$TaT 28 TS &l A ferearm 3R 11 ST 1 Gr9e 12:30 a9
(ET) W ISS & 3 T hAshA & |

¢ Group Captain Shubhanshu Shukla will serve as the pilot of the Ax-4 mission, while
former NASA astronaut Peggy Whitson will be the commander.

Y9 T YATY AYFaT, Ax-4 TR & qrarere giat, AR q& ram srafet ar 9t Peewer
fArersT i FATST gl

e The crew also includes European Space Agency project astronauts Stawosz
Uznanski-Wisniewski from Poland, and Tibor Kapu from Hungary.

el 3 U 3aRat TSHt & TRASTAT 3Rt I didls & Femary seareh)-fafdaerhr
3R Eordr & fea 7 ol anrfdrer B

e Group Captain Shukla urged fellow Indians to stay curious and excited about the
mission, and participate wholeheartedly.

9 T erell o SAATTHAT & 5H TR T e Foraary 3N 3ewfed o, T R AT &
HT3T A=Y T 37reT |

e He said, “We are going to do some really amazing things during our 14 days in the
ISS.”

3egiel hgl, "gH 3T 14 e & 1SS Jary & SR1eT $& aread & IgHd 1 oA ST E 81"
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Overall outcome more important
than setbacks, says Gen. Chauhan

Chief of Defence Staff says the armed forces have made it clear to Pakistan that India will not live in the shadow of terrorism

or nuclear blackmail; India’s defence compelled the neighbouring country to come to a truce in a matter of just eight hours

|GS Paper I1i: Defence

Snehal Mutha
MUMBAI

rofessional militar-
P ies are not affected
by temporary loss-

es as overall outcomes are
much more important
than such setbacks, the
Chief of Defence Staff,
General Anil Chauhan,
said on Tuesday while giv-
ing a detailed account of
Operation Sindoor.

“The professional force
is not affected by losses or
setbacks. Even if there are
setbacks, we need to main-
tain morale and adaptabil-
ity, realise and rectify the
mistake,” General Chau-
han said at a lecture at Sa-
vitribai Phule University in
Pune.

He said the armed forc-

Q How you deal with something is

important, talking losses

in numbers would not be correct.
For instance, if a cricket match

is won by ‘innings defeat’, then
there is no question of wickets,
overs, balls... We will let you know
how many aircraft and
radars were destroyed

GENERAL ANIL CHAUHAN
Chief of Defence Staff

es would shortly share a
rough assessment of the
losses suffered by Pakis-
tan. Drawing an analogy
with Test cricket, he said,
“How you deal with so-
mething is important, talk-
ing losses in numbers
would not be correct. For
instance, if a cricket Test

match is won by ‘innings
defeat’, then there is no
question of wickets, overs,
balls, or runs. We will let
you know how many air-
craft and radars were
destroyed.”

Terming Operation Sin-
door the country’s “first
non-contact warfare” and

“convergence warfare”,
General Chauhan said,
“While fighting, we did not
see each other, except for
the action on the Line of
Control (LoC); it was a mix
of kinetic and non-kinetic
action. For the first time, it
was multi-domain, we
were using cyber, land,
space, electromagnetic
spectrum, and air.”

“On May 7, we informed
Pakistan about the preci-
sion attack and warned
them that if they hit us, we
will come on harder.
Around 1 a.m. on May 10,
Pakistan wanted India to
get on its knees in 48
hours. However, India’s
defence compelled them
to come to a truce. Their
48-hour plan was summed
up in eight hours and fol-

lowed by a phone call for a
ceasefire.”

When the Pakistani Ar-
my attacked with ballistic
missiles on May 10, Indian
defence forces launched
the BrahMos missile, des-
troying at least 11 airbases
in Pakistan, Gen. Chauhan
said.

He said warfare was
continually evolving and,
military affairs were wit-
nessing a revolution in
technology for conver-
gence. Reflecting on Oper-
ation Sindoor, he said, “It
has been about drawing
the limits of tolerance and
making it clear Pakistan
cannot hold India hostage
to terror activity and India
won’t live in the shadow of
terror or nuclear black-
mail.”

Overall outcome more important than setbacks, says Gen.
Chauhan

Ao ¥ ST AEAYOT ¢ AT TROUNHA, Soile dhgTeT F Fal

Chief of Defence Staff General Anil Chauhan said that professional militaries are
not affected by temporary losses, as overall outcomes are far more important.

T&TT W@ STeIXel farer TlETer o Fa1 O Iea AT¢ 3reurdt THamt & wsmiae =8 g,
F1fE T IRONHA Fg1 7 Ageaqor 1 &

e He was speaking on Tuesday while giving a detailed account of Operation Sindoor at
a lecture in Savitribai Phule University, Pune.

agﬁmma#aﬁﬁaﬁgﬁﬁaaﬁqmaw,gﬁﬁaﬁﬁmﬁ?wméﬁg@%
a1 &g ¢ T

o He stated, “Even if there are setbacks, we need to maintain morale, remain
adaptable, and realise and rectify the mistakes.”

3egiel heT, 3R 1S fadverar ol gich &, A g4 HARY FATC T@AT, Ieehel aat Tgatl, 3R
Treferl FT TEAER UREAT TR0
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¢ He said the armed forces will soon share a rough assessment of the losses suffered
by Pakistan during the operation.
3ogiel gl foh STeg g1 TIfhEdTel HI §T HATT HT Teh HIET HTheret TTST R SITT|

e Using a Test cricket analogy, he explained that the manner of dealing with
challenges matters more than quantifying losses.

3egiel ST Fhhe & IETE0T 1 3TATT I §U THSTAT o tforat & ferweay 1 i,
FAHAT T ITAT H ITF AL T &

e He said, “If a Test match is won by an innings defeat, then there’s no question of
wickets, overs, or runs — the same principle applies.”

3giel hgl, “39R PIg I A 3iAIW F Sar S1aT &, aF fadhe, 3aR I1 3T T FIS a1 61
gt — Y faguid Jgf ey g g1

¢ He described Operation Sindoor as India’s first non-contact warfare and
convergence warfare.

3egiol HTaRereT FRAGY 1 TR T Ugell AleT-Fleede INHAT AN Fedold TREHAT |
e He said, “We did not see the enemy directly except along the Line of Control (LoC).
The operation was a mix of kinetic and non-kinetic actions.”

3glel T, “GH G hdol 0T IWT (LoC) TR & el fewrs feam| 75 31fdramet arfarefer
3t ar-arfaelter FRaETE s Asor a1

e He added, “It was the first multi-domain warfare involving cyber, land, space,
electromagnetic spectrum, and air domains.”

3giet 33T hgl, “Ug Ygell Aeel-B1e Jau AT fores argey, FHie, sraRe, Rega-gadr
FFeH, 3R g anfder A1

e On May 7, India informed Pakistan about the precision strike, warning that any
retaliation would be met with greater force.

7 7§ &I AR o IfShEatet ! FEF gHa S =1 &1 R Aaraet & f 3R F goven :3a
&, a1 91Ra 3R S1eT T STare ¢am|

e By 1 a.m. on May 10, Pakistan expected India to surrender within 48 hours, but
India’s defence compelled them to agree to a truce within eight hours.

10 7 T A 1 T oToh TTehedleT Y 3F1E AT o R 48 T H F[F ST, clfehet HRA
hT T4TT FNETE F 3o¢ 8 U H WerdfaRmer o Harqy 1 fom|

o After Pakistan launched ballistic missiles on May 10, India responded with the
BrahMos missile, destroying at least 11 airbases in Pakistan.

10 7 ! TIfrEaTe ganT dfafees RAAEET & e & a8, R o FTeAd AR 8 SO
feam 3R Fa @ o 11 e 3rgst 1 a7ec |

e General Chauhan said warfare is evolving and a technological revolution is ongoing
in military affairs for convergence warfare.

STeTtet digTet o1 gl foh Jetr i THfa et W 8, IR o AHel A Feaold IRPI & faw
deheltehY SHifel =T T 8 |

o Reflecting on Operation Sindoor, he said the objective was to set limits of tolerance
and make it clear that India won’t be held hostage to terrorism or nuclear blackmail.
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‘Sulphur-cleaning device in
coal plants not necessary’

92% of India’s 600 coal plant units are yet to install FGDs; panel recommends exemption of 80%

which are not near major population centres; panel says it will not adversely impact public health

[GS Paper lii: Environment |

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

high-powered com-
Arnittee of experts,
chaired by Princi-

pal Scientific Adviser (PSA)
Ajay Sood, has recom-
mended that India do away
with a decade-long policy
of mandating equipment,
called Flu Gas Desulphuri-
sation (FGD) units, in all
coal-fired thermal power
plants (TPP), according to
documents perused by The
Hindu.

These FGD units are re-
quired to be retro-fitted in
TPPs to cut harmful sul-
phur dioxide (SO2) emis-
sions. While 92% of India’s
600 TPPs have not yet in-
stalled FGD units, the re-
commendation would ex-
empt about 80% of them
from needing to install
such equipment.

The limited number of
vendors capable of install-
ing such equipment in In-
dia, the high installation
costs, the potential rise in
electricity bills, and dis-
ruptions due to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic have
been some of the reasons
historically cited by the
Power Ministry, the over-
seer of India’s TPPs, for
plants’ inability to adhere

Changing horizons: Workers use heavy machinery to sift through
coal at the Mundra Thermal Power Station in Gujarat. AFp

to previous deadlines.

However, this was the
first time that multiple
arms of the government
congregated to deliberate
on whether FGDs were re-
quired in the first place.
Their verdict draws on
three reports by the CSIR-
NEERI, the National Insti-
tute of Advanced Studies,
and the Indian Institute of
Technology, Delhi.

The lead scientists of
these three institutions -
each “supported” by diffe-
rent arms of the govern-
ment - were at the meeting
on April 23, along with re-
presentatives from the Of-
fice of the PSA, the Union
Power Ministry, and the NI-
TI Aayog. They were all lar-
gely unanimous that FGD

“was not necessary”.

The guiding principles
informing the committee’s
recommendation are that:
SO2 levels in ambient air
across the country are
around 10-20 micrograms/
cubic metre, well below In-
dia’s air quality norms of
80; Indian coal is low in
sulphur; SO2 levels in cities
near plants with operation-
al FGD units do not differ
significantly from those
without these units, and all
of these were anyway well
below permissible levels.

Major population hubs

The committee, according
to the minutes of the meet-
ing seen by The Hindu, will
“recommend” to the Pow-
er and Environment Minis-

ters that only power plants
located within a 10-km ra-
dius of the National Capital
Region and other cities
with a million-plus popula-
tion be required to install
FGDs. These are called Ca-
tegory A plants. There are
66 such plants, and only 14
of them have installed
FGDs. Currently, all these
plants are required to
comply by 2027.

“The key common point
in these studies is that fit-
ment of FGDs in all TPPs in
India is not necessary to
comply with the NAAQ
(National Ambient Air
Quality) standards whose
compliance is essential to
safeguard public health.
While all TPPs must comp-
ly with the December 2015
stack emission standards
for PM pollution and fresh-
water consumption, the
S02 stack emission stan-
dards can be relaxed to en-
sure that they are in con-
formance with the NAAQ
standards which are noti-
fied by CPCB, keeping in
mind the human health
and other aspects Since
the existing NAAQ stan-
dards (for ambient SO2)
must be complied with,
this change will not affect
human health in India,”
the committee concludes.

FIAT 3R TE TISE H{eAT foh TR HTAFAIG AT IATV] Selharel F1 RAFR 7Lt aaAam|

‘Sulphur-cleaning
device in coal
plants not
necessary’

HITAT GIAT H
o HTH HIaA drell
f3arsy gy gl

A high-powered
committee of experts,
chaired by Principal
Scientific Adviser (PSA)
Ajay Sood, has
recommended ending the
decade-old mandate
requiring Flue Gas
Desulphurisation (FGD)
units in all coal-fired
thermal power plants
(TPPs).

TS 3RS FATghR
(PSA) 31519 Hg $T TET&TAT
qrell U 3T Ta4 Adws
afafa o goft S
(TPP) # wef 3t

SEHSALAT (FGD) JfAT wamma) Y gerehl quredt Jrfovardar &t gaTea w3t Hr Rywriver A

gl

FGD units are used to reduce sulphur dioxide (SO,) emissions, but 92% of India’s
600 TPP units have still not installed them.
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FGD fAeH &7 39T A STSIHTFHTSS (SO,) IcHele Fl FH Aol & [T AT ST 8,
et TR & 600 TPP IfATH H / 92% = 37180 ek Fog TATTAS 7T fham B

e The recommendation would exempt about 80% of these plants from needing to install
FGDs.

5 TAETRET & $eT AT H A AITHT 80% T FGD w3 § T el Swei|

e Reasons cited by the Power Ministry include a limited number of vendors, high
installation costs, possible rise in electricity bills, and COVID-19 disruptions.

fsrelt AT GarT 9aTS 15 Ioter H ka3t fr AT TEar, T i 39 anrd,
farsrelt et o wonfae gefr, 3 Ffas-19 F FRoT 31$ aren enfAer &

e This is the first time multiple government bodies gathered to debate whether FGDs are
necessary at all.

IE UgeT IR § o9 [afieel TRPRT Tt oF T8 =t Y fF FGD 3maa sit § a1 g0

e The conclusion is based on reports from CSIR-NEERI, National Institute of Advanced
Studies, and lIT Delhi.

Ig fes¥ CSIR-NEERI, AT $FEICYL 31 UsAEs T3, 3R Amsansd it
fravef o¥ smenrfia g1

o Lead scientists from these institutes attended the April 23 meeting with
representatives from the PSA office, Power Ministry, and NITlI Aayog, and they
agreed that FGDs are not necessary.

ST TEUTAT oh TRES AATARI o7 23 3r4eTr T 35 7 PSA FrITed, et Avme, 3R Afa

3T & gy & @rer st foram 3R Fg#d g0 foh FGD 3imaeds el ¥

o Key findings included:
&Y fAshsi & Affrer 8:

e Ambient SO, levels across India are around 10-20 pg/m?3, much lower than the
national air quality limit of 80 pg/m3.

HRA A FTATaRONT SO, FaX 10-20 AFHIATA i et Hex B, St o T Ay aporaar
ATeTs 80 ATSHIATH iy T Hiex I Tl A ¢ |

¢ Indian coal has low sulphur content.
AT FIIS H BT Y AET FA il ¢

e SO, levels in cities near plants with FGDs and plants without FGDs are not
significantly different, and both are below permissible limits.

FGD et w3t 31K faIT FGD arer 441 & urg & 2l 7 SO, Tl # 1§ Ageaqur e}
781 ¢, 3R T &1 Fligper W & sfiew £

Major population hubs
YW SAHEAT g

e The committee recommends requiring FGDs only in Category A plants, i.e., those
located within a 10-km radius of the National Capital Region or other cities with
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AT HT AR § o haer FEardy A T, J1e ASET TSTUT=T 837 37 10 a9 § 3w
HTATEY aTer BT 7 10 fFeft T & sfiar foua 3=t & € FGD fAar gt

e There are 66 such plants, but only 14 have installed FGDs so far.
Y 66 WA &, AIfeheT 319 dsh shdol 14 F FGD TuRT fhw |

o All of these Category A plants are expected to comply by 2027.
o1 T8t T A AT T 2027 T AT FIAT HARTF ¢

e The studies concluded that fitting FGDs in all TPPs is not necessary to meet the
National Ambient Air Quality (NAAQ) standards, which are key to protecting public
health.

AT A sy fenrer foh weft TPPs & FGD 9T TGy +1gT & dTfeh IS giaer
ATy F[oTadT (NAAQ) AT ol TTelel &1 Heh, S STATaTeed $Y FI&il o folv Agcaqoi & |

e All TPPs must still comply with the 2015 emission norms for particulate matter (PM)
and freshwater consumption, but SO, norms can be relaxed.

Faft TPPs 1 37801 811 2015 & PM 3R A9t UTet @9 § 3 IcHoIeT ATAHI T UTelel HIAT
g1, AifeheT SO, Ichotel ATeAah! @1 AR T 51 Wt &1

o The committee said this relaxation will not harm human health since ambient SO,
levels already comply with the CPCB standards.

afafa & e & I8 G AT Fareey ) gafae @@ Fef, FiE araeeiT S0, FR
Tga & €1 CPCB ATH & [T & |
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Bacteria found at Rajgir hot spring
lake shows antimicrobial activity

While scientists have determined that hot springs around the world are unexplored reservoirs of antibiotic-producing bacteria, the hot springs of India are not very well
studied; driven by their putative value, researchers at the Vellore Institute of Technology in Tamil Nadu recently examined the Rajgir hot spring lake in Nalanda district

Mohit Nikalje

o live a cozy life on the earth, a

temperature of around 25 to 30

degrees Celsius is ideal. But

during a heat wave, where
temperatures can cross 40 degrees
Celsius, the consequences can be deadly.
Humans and most complex multicellular
organisms are not built to tolerate such
heat.

That doesn’t mean no living thing can,
however.

Bacteria called thermophiles (meaning
“heat lovers”) have been known to
tolerate 45 to 70 degrees Celsius of heat.
Such a high temperature can give human
skin third-degree burns.

While such an environment may seem
hellish to people, thermophilic bacteria
see an opportunity. Places on the earth
with temperatures like this — including
hot springs, deep-sea thermal vents, and
compost piles — offer a mineral-rich
neighbourhood with relatively few
competing life forms. To gain an edge,
some thermophilic bacteria produce
potent antibiotics as weapons to
neutralise their competitors.

This is exactly why scientists have
deemed hot springs around the world to
be unexplored mines of
antibiotic-producing bacteria. For
example, thermophiles isolated from hot
springs in the Asir and Jizan regions of
Saudi Arabia have been found to produce
a variety of potent antibiotics effective
against gram-positive pathogenic bacteria.

The hot springs of India are not very
well studied, however.

But driven by their putative value,
researchers at the Vellore Institute of
Technology (VIT) in Tamil Nadu
examined the Rajgir hot spring lake in
Nalanda district of Bihar. Their findings
were published last month in the Indian
Journal of Microbiology.

Exploring microbial diversity
“People take holy baths in these hot
spring lakes, thinking diseases can be
relieved,” K.V. Bhaskarrao, professor at
VIT and corresponding author of the
study paper, said. “As a microbiologist, T
know that along with the elements that
are present in the water, some of the
micrc isms can also be ibl
for this so-called curative activity.”

Studying which microbes are present
in these hot spring lakes is challenging
because researchers have to collect water
and soil samples from a hot environment.
At Rajgir, the temperature of the water
can go up to 45 degrees Celsius, and the
soil nearby can range between 43 and 45
degrees Celsius.

After collecting the samples, the
researchers identified the

Representative image of a hot spring in Peru. The hot springs of India are not very well studied. PusLIC DOMAIN

microorganisms present in them, for
which they used 165 rRNA metagenomics.
This technique relies on identifying the
16S rRNA gene, which is found in all
microbes but has slight variations across
species, thus helping scientists to identify
bacteria accurately.

Researchers found many species of
bacteria but one group that particularly
caught their attention was the
Actinobacteria, which made up 40-43% of
the microbial diversity at the lake.
Bacteria belonging to this group are
known producers of antimicrobial
compounds. Well-known drugs like
streptomycin and tetracycline were first
discovered as the products of
Actinobacteria.

“Hot springs studied till now showed
very little diversity of Actinobacteria: —
sometimes it is like 20% — but in our
study I saw them to be abundant at
Rajgir,” Aparana Kumari, a PhD scholar
and first author of the study, said.

Discovering antibiotic-producing
bacteria has become more pressing in the
era of antimicrobial resistance — a silent
epidemic fuelled by the unwarranted use
of antibiotics. Bacteria have responded by
developing ways to resist the drugs,
reducing the latter’s potency. One
outcome is the rising cost of healthcare,
since multiple antibiotics may be required
to treat a single infection. The World
Health Organisation has projected
antimicrobial resistance will add up to $1
trillion in healthcare costs worldwide by
2050.

Additionally, on average,
pharmaceutical industries have been
known to require a decade to bring novel
antibiotics to the market, whereas

The potential of thermophiles
goes beyond antibiotics: they
have applications across
industries. The PCR test used to
check for the COVID-19 virus
needs an enzyme that was first
found in a thermophile called
Thermus aquaticus

bacteria develop resistance in much less
time.

Thus, the discovery of any bacterium
that can produce a potent antibiotic
against pathogens is considered good
news. Not all thermophiles produce
antibiotics, however, and to find out
which ones do, the VIT researchers
conducted an antibacterial efficiency
experiment.

They cultured the prospective bacteria
with different pathogenic strains:
Escherichia coli, Salmonella typhimurium,
Klebsiella iae, Pseudc

(While the Chemical Papers study was
published before the Indian Journal
Microbiology one, the work it describes
came after.)

This bacterium produced a range of
compounds. To isolate the one with
antibacterial activity, the researchers used
gas chromatography mass spectrometry,
a sophisticated technique to separate
compounds based on their chemical
properties.

The compound was found to be diethyl
phthalate, and it inhibited the growth of
Listeria monocytogenes, a pathogenic
bacterium that causes listeriosis, a fatal
foodborne infection. This finding suggests
that diethyl phthalate could potentially be
developed as a drug against L.
monocytogenes infections.

Industrial, agricultural potential
The potential of thermophiles goes
beyond antibiotics: they have many
applications across industries. For

le, the PCR test — widely in use

aeruginosa, and Staphylococcus aureus. 1f
the test bacteria could inhibit the growth
of the pathogenic bacteria on a culture
plate, it was confirmation that an
antimicrobial compound was being
produced.In this way, the team was able
to identify seven strains of Actinobacteria
that produced potent antimicrobials
against several pathogens.

Going a step further, researchers aimed
to isolate the specific antibacterial
compounds produced by these bacteria.
In another paper published in Chemical
Papers, an antibacterial compound was
successfully extracted from a bacterium
identified as Actinomycetales bacterium
spp., obtained from the Rajgir hot spring.

during the COVID-19 pandemic to check
for the virus’s presence — requires an
enzyme that was first found in a
thermophile called Thermus aquaticus. A
2018 study in Frontiers in Microbiology by
Banaras Hindu University researchers
reported that a cocktail of bacteria from a
hot spring in the Chumathang area of Leh
district has the ability to promote plant
growth. Associate professor and the
study’s lead author Jay Prakash Verma
said hot-spring strains are effective for
industrial and agricultural applications
thanks to their heat-tolerant properties.
(Mohit Nikalje is an 1ISc alumnus and a
science communicator based in Bengaluru.
mobhitnikalje1234@gmail.com)

THE GI

Thermophiles can tolerate 45
to 70 degrees Celsius. Hot
springs, deep-sea thermal
vents, and compost piles offer
a mineral-rich neighbourhood
with few competing life forms.
To gain an edge, some
thermophilic bacteria produce
potent antibiotics as weapons
to neutralise competitors

v

One group of bacteria, the
Actinobacteria, makes up
40-43% of microbial diversity
at Rajgir lake. These bacteria
are known producers of
antimicrobial compounds.
Well-known drugs like
streptomycin and tetracycline
were first discovered as the
products of Actinobacteria
v

An antibacterial compound,
diethyl phthalate, was
extracted from the
Actinomycetales bacterium
spp., which inhibits Listeria
monocytogenes, a pathogenic
bacterium that causes
listeriosis, a fatal foodborne
infection

Bacteria found at Rajgir hot spring lake shows antimicrobial
activity

TR gie T sfier 3 ure arv SR #F Qemoredt arerar arg o8

Scientists have found that hot springs around the world are unexplored sources
of antibiotic-producing bacteria, but India’s hot springs are still not well studied.
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denfat o ara § o gferam o & gie foview o vdamaifes 3curees iR & e o
mﬂa@mﬂ%‘,aﬁmm%ﬁzmqwmﬁmmmaﬁgm%l

Driven by their potential value, researchers from Vellore Institute of Technology
(VIT), Tamil Nadu, recently studied the Rajgir hot spring lake in Nalanda district of
Bihar.

Sefeh! WHTRa 3UATAAT & FROT, affiereg & deai $ReeHe IHE Saaaiat (VIT) &
QETehdT3Tl o &TeT &) & fagR & ATeiar forer & f&ura Werely gie fower siier 1 3reuareT fham|

Thermophilic bacteria (meaning “heat lovers”) can tolerate temperatures between
45 to 70 degrees Celsius, which can cause third-degree burns to human skin.

gHifRfaE dFARET (3127 "It oiig FA ara”) 45 @ 70 BN AfcTTT dF T IIHA TE
THd &, S ATAG cadT & Y Baft sreret & Thar g

Such bacteria thrive in hot springs, deep-sea thermal vents, and compost piles,
which are mineral-rich and low in competition from other organisms.

U JFERAT gle Fosew, e Y MersAT # e 7 dew IR Feaee S & qaud §, S
@i ¥ #IqY 3R F afaer’ arer wawor g &

To gain an edge, some thermophiles produce powerful antibiotics to Kill
competitors.

YATRAAT O g Ul o [T, o YAfhioreh SFERAT AT Trarafeaa o1 Seureer
Cac

Studies from Saudi Arabia’s Asir and Jizan regions found that thermophiles there
produced potent antibiotics effective against gram-positive pathogenic bacteria.

MWa:maﬁTmmaﬁﬁgcmm?ﬁﬁwwﬁsaﬁawﬁmﬁm-
qifafed Mt sFARAT F G gardt vharaifeay sars ot

However, India’s hot springs remain largely understudied.

gTelifoh, IR & gle R¥9ed 379 oY FIhY g& aF rusregafad ¢ |

Researchers from VIT conducted a detailed analysis at Rajgir and published their
findings last month in the Indian Journal of Microbiology.

VIT & UFaiat o TR & faedd 3reagst fonar 3R e @ Ree #gier $f3ae seter
T ATSHIETETATS F FehiAd Fr

People believe that holy baths in these springs help cure diseases, but scientists say
microbes in the water may contribute to this effect.

AN T ATAAT & TF 37 ST & gfaT T & fHnfar i gt &, aifcha daniaeht 1 wgar
¢ [ 3w worTa & STt # His[g Gawrsiial i ofAFT g Ferchl 2|

Sampling was difficult as the water temperature at Rajgir reaches up to 45°C, and soil
temperature ranges between 43°C to 45°C.

Ter ST FiRher AT iR TR FT aredt 45 FBaft dfewaw oo @ g &, 3R edr &
dTIATS 43 W 45 3t Afewaaw & ST grar |
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e To identify bacteria, scientists used 16S rRNA metagenomics, a method that detects
the 16S rRNA gene found in all bacteria but with species-specific variations.

SFART &1 ugareT & T dATAST 7 16S rRNA ATNARAFH deheileh T 39T fHaT, S
T8l SRR A Hisie 168 rRNA St &l vgareiem &, Toras yanfaal & rear faferarne
g gl

o A significant proportion of bacteria identified were from the Actinobacteria group, which
made up 40-43% of the microbial population.

UEHTe AT SFEIRAT H § Teh o7 [GEAT UVTFCATAFEIRAT WHE T AT, ST 40 F 43 wferera
ATGSHITST HTEIET H M |

¢ Actinobacteria are known to produce antimicrobial compounds; drugs like
streptomycin and tetracycline were originally derived from them.

TRFEARNFARET Y ATMRIE HAF a1 & AT ST A1l §; e 3k

SETSIFE ST TRy garsdl sl § 9red g5 2|
e Unlike other hot springs with only 20% Actinobacteria, Rajgir had them in abundant
presence, said Aparana Kumari, the study’s first author and PhD scholar.

33 gl [&ea 7 R 20% v dadfar are Sid 8, Stefer Terii F gy TR AT
TS 378, AT e T wuH AfeT 3R drwst Fier qviT FAR 7 Tl

o Identifying antibiotic-producing bacteria is urgent in today’s era of antimicrobial
resistance, which is increasing due to overuse of antibiotics.

TS ScTeH AFERAT Y TgTeT 37ToT ol AMURIet gfaier 7 gavenrs Fafa &
g ST Y 18 §, S TR ¥ sreaflie 3w & FHROT 96 W ¥

« Bacteria have developed resistance, reducing the effectiveness of antibiotics, which
in turn raises healthcare costs.

dFORET & gan3it F ufa wfoRrasdar ReAd o< o §, 5w védarafes s o) gY arv
& 3R TaTELT A@HTS &Y AT T IS B

o« The World Health Organisation estimates antimicrobial resistance could cost the
world up to $1 trillion in healthcare expenses by 2050.

freT Fareey Haresa 1 AT & T 2050 T QemoRIE wfaier & wHror gfaar s A
ey @Y $1 fefeae g uga ahdT i

Discovery of Antibiotic-Producing Bacteria from Rajgir Hot Spring
Lake

TSR & a3 STerald s ¥ TAEfed 3c9ed Fla arak aFRAT H @ier

e« On average, pharmaceutical industries take around a decade to bring novel
antibiotics to the market, while bacteria develop resistance in much less time.

e, PRI RF e 3G T AT TEARAIRFH T SR F ofled H FT & /el o191 &,
STafeh SFEIRAT ST el hH FHAT H wfaieehdr e fad & ad §1
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Hence, discovering any bacterium that can produce potent antibiotics against
pathogens is considered a significant breakthrough.

sgferT, fordY off 08 SFART i @ier A AT & [@es gamdY vharafeeq s« T,
Teh AgcdquT 3Telfets AR ST g

However, not all thermophiles produce antibiotics. To find out which ones do, VIT
researchers conducted an antibacterial efficiency experiment.

gTalteh, T YRTPISed TEERITFH 78] Il | T STeTel & ToIT foh i § T &,
IS & a3t A T TAAFERT gatar TheTor Fam|

They cultured potential bacteria with various pathogenic strains: Escherichia coli,
Salmonella typhimurium, Klebsiella pneumoniae, Pseudomonas aeruginosa, and
Staphylococcus aureus.

3oeiel GHITAT SFIRAT &1 3T Meraratar TSfadl & AT sheaX fohdT: Escherichia col,

Salmonella typhimurium, Klebsiella pneumoniae, Pseudomonas aeruginosa, 31X

Staphylococcus aureus|

If the test bacteria could inhibit the growth of pathogenic bacteria on a culture plate, it
confirmed the presence of antimicrobial compounds.

Ife gfraTor fru aTv S dRAT Qererare dFART At gEftr Fr et 7 GaTH g1, T I
vdmgFifae At S sureufa $r gite s

Using this method, the team identified seven strains of Actinobacteria that produced
potent antimicrobials against several pathogens.

=g fafr & &7 o viFea R v ara yonfadt $r ugare Hr ST H3 JeTsTeTen! & &olTh
I CAATSHITeH 3ol FIaT B |

Isolation of Antibacterial Compound

vdrdFdRae ifare F1 quesor

Researchers went a step further to isolate specific antibacterial compounds
produced by these bacteria.

QTETRAT Ueh She 3T §¢ 3R 3T JFERAT @R 3cutfed Rfdse véddediRge Aot a1

3ToI3T ey &l JATH TR |

In another study, they successfully extracted an antibacterial compound from a
bacterium identified as Actinomycetales spp. from the Rajgir hot spring.

Ueh 3oy 3TETTA H 3egiel TR & I3 Ferdid & folv I77 Actinomycetales spp. ATH®
dFARET ¥ v v ARTe AAF w1 awadrgdes e

Although this study was published earlier, the work actually followed the previous
research.

gTelleh JE JTETTT Tgel TehTRI 3T T, wifehed SHHT HIY Tgel dTel e & aTe; fohaT IrT
ar|
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e This bacterium produced a range of compounds. To identify the one with
antibacterial activity, researchers used gas chromatography mass spectrometry.

58 JFENAT A F§ QAT 1 AT o) Towe & vddediRarer ot arer Afares @

TgdTeT & T eMerahaait of 3T shIAERIThY AT TAFEAE doheileh T TA9T foma |

e The compound was identified as diethyl phthalate, which inhibited the growth of
Listeria monocytogenes, a bacterium that causes listeriosis — a fatal foodborne
infection.

=g Fif3e Fr gar ssuidd Fdde & 9 H §§ SiT Listeria monocytogenes &I gefer

A UhdT g, S FaeeRARAF ATHF g1dess WieISifad HhHUT I HRUT FoIdl o |

e This finding suggests that diethyl phthalate could potentially be developed as a drug
against L. monocytogenes infections.

g Wil &TdT & Toh SIBUfde ¥dae & L. monocytogenes AHHAVI o el Teh &al &
9 7 IRl R ST G &

Industrial and Agricultural Potential of Thermophiles

yFfesew At site e 3 R FamaaT

e The potential of thermophiles extends beyond antibiotics, with applications in various
industries.

JATESEH FI GHTGATT Shadl TCIATANCHH ddh HId 6T §; SoThT ST s AN 7
glaT gl

e Forinstance, the PCR test — widely used during the COVID-19 pandemic — requires
an enzyme first discovered in a thermophile called Thermus aquaticus.

3ETEX0T & foIv, fAE-19 AGHARY & RTeT <19 ¥ & 3UINT Hr 313 N3 ST 7 T
USITSH &I ATl 8ldl & oIt I8 Ugel Thermus aquaticus ATHS ATEIS F 91T 31T
7|

e A 2018 study by Banaras Hindu University found that a mix of bacteria from a hot
spring in Chumathang, Leh had the ability to promote plant growth.

sarw fig Reafgarera ganr 2018 7 forw 71w weh et #F 9 ar o o & gAY
& & Teh I3 STeTHIT I WTed ST & fAsor 7 qiet i gefer i agrar &1 i & oY

e Lead author Jay Prakash Verma noted that hot-spring strains are effective for
industrial and agricultural use due to their heat-tolerant nature.

ETTA & YT AGh FF TR FAT o FAAT o 73 STErAIT Y FSATAAT 37T FS0TAT-
FEeAle Tl & HROT e 3R FR 3w & forw g gl &
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A strategy fuelled by vision, powered by energy

[GS Paper lIl: Econom

few days ago, India overtook Japan to

become the world’s fourth largest

economy. Since 2014, under Prime

Minister Narendra Modi’s leadership,
India’s GDP has more than doubled to $4.3
trillion in 2025. This is the result of a decade-long
strategy centred on reforms, resilience and
relentless pursuit of self-reliance.

India has not only become the world’s
fastest-growing major economy but is also a
strategic force. The energy sector, integral to this
rise, has undergone a structural transformation
during the first year of Modi 3.0, building on 10
years of foundational change.

More importantly, India’s growth rate of 6.7%
in the last quarter places it on a fast trajectory
that none of the other countries can remotely
hope to achieve in the coming years.

Outlining an energy strategy

India is now the third largest energy and oil
consumer, fourth-largest refiner, and
fourth-largest LNG importer globally. With energy
demand expected to grow two and a half times by
2047 and 25% of incremental global demand set
to come from India, the road map is clear: energy
security is development security.

The Modi government’s energy strategy
addresses the energy trilemma of availability,
affordability, and sustainability through a
four-pronged approach —diversification of
sources and suppliers, expansion of domestic
production, transition to renewables, and
affordability. In the upstream oil and gas sector,
India’s exploration acreage has doubled from 8%
in 2021 to 16% in 2025. With a goal of covering
one million square kilometres by 2030, the
government aims to unlock 42 billion tonnes of
oil and oil-equivalent gas. This expansion has
been enabled by landmark reforms such as the
reduction of ‘No-Go’ areas by 99%, streamlined
licensing through Open Acreage Licensing Policy
(OALP) rounds, and attractive pricing incentives
for new gas wells.

The revised gas pricing mechanism - linking
prices to 10% of the Indian crude basket and
offering a 20% premium for new wells — has
enhanced gas availability for city gas networks
and industrial usage. To reduce costs and
accelerate monetisation, new revenue-sharing
contracts allow shared infrastructure among
Exploration and Production (E&P) players.

Technological and geophysical efforts have
complemented policy reforms. The National
Seismic Programme, Mission Anveshan, airborne
gravity gradiometry (AGG) surveys, and
continental shelf mapping have expanded data
and exploration confidence, especially in frontier

Hardeep S. Puri

is Union Minister of
Petroleum and
Natural Gas in the
Government of India

India’s energy
sector can be
defined in three
words —
confidence,
self-reliance
and strategic
foresight

basins such as the Andamans, the Mahanadi, and
the Cauvery.

The Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Limited
(ONGC) and 0il India have together made over 25
hydrocarbon discoveries across the Mumbai
Offshore, Cambay, Mahanadi, and Assam basins
in the last four years. Noteworthy among these
are the Suryamani and Vajramani wells on the
west coast offshore and the Utkal and Konark
fields on the east coast deep waters. These
discoveries add over 75 MMtoe (million metric
tonnes of oil equivalent) and 2,700 MMSCM
(million metric standard cubic metres) of gas to
India’s reserves.

Collaborations with global majors are bearing
fruit. ONGC’s partnership with bp is projected to
boost output from Mumbai High by 44% for oil
and 89% for gas. A data centre at the University of
Houston now facilitates access to India’s
exploration datasets for international investors.

Downstream infrastructure has seen parallel
expansion. India now operates 24,000 kilometres
of product pipelines, nearly 96,000 retail outlets,
and has significantly strengthened its strategic
reserves and LPG storage. Over 67 million people
visit petrol pumps daily, which is testimony to the
scale and efficiency of India’s fuel supply
ecosystem.

India’s city gas network has grown from 55
geographic areas in 2014 to 307 in 2025, with
piped natural gas (PNG) connections up from 25
lakh to 1.5 crore and over 7,500 compressed
natural gas (CNG) stations in operation. Unified
pipeline tariffs and city gas expansions have
ensured affordable access even in distant States.

The focus of the green strategy

Biofuels have emerged as a cornerstone of India’s
green strategy. Ethanol blending in petrol has
surged from 1.5% in 2013 to 19.7% in 2025.
Blending quantities have expanded from 38 crore
litres to 484 crore litres. This has saved 1.26 lakh
crore in foreign exchange, reduced emissions by
643 lakh MT, and paid 1.79 lakh crore to distillers
and over 1 lakh crore to farmers.

Feedstock diversification ranging from
molasses to maize has created a robust ethanol
ecosystem. Parallelly, the Sustainable Alternative
Towards Affordable Transportation (SATAT)
initiative has commissioned over 100 compressed
biogas (CBG) plants and aims for a 5% CBG
blending mandate by 2028. Central support for
biomass procurement and CBG-pipeline
connectivity is accelerating circular energy
adoption.

Green hydrogen has been given a massive
thrust with 8.62 lakh tonnes of production and
3,000 MW of electrolyser tenders awarded. Oil

public sector undertakings are leading from the
front — Indian Oil Corporation Ltd. (IOCL)
recently awarded a landmark 10 kilo-tonnes per
annum (KTPA) green hydrogen tender to Larsen
& Toubro for its Panipat refinery. Bharat
Petroleum Corporation Limited (BPCL),
Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Limited
(HPCL), and GAIL India Limited are similarly
progressing with large-scale hydrogen projects,
while the Numaligarh Refinery Limited (NRL)’s
green hydrogen unit in Assam is poised to
become a first in the northeast.

India’s natural gas pipeline network now spans
over 25,000 km; it targets 33,000 km by 2030.
Strategic pricing reforms and inclusion of gas in
the ‘No Cut’ category for transport and domestic
segments are ensuring supply stability. Gas
production has increased steadily from 28.7
billion cubic metre (BCM) in 2020-21 to 36.4 BCM
in 2023-24, with further growth projected.

No other country has so drastically altered its
‘Systems’ as India, as evinced by the Oilfields
(Regulation and Development) Amendment Act
2024 which has enabled hybrid leases, allowing
renewables alongside hydrocarbons. Discovered
small fields (DSF) fields now operate under
simplified contracts with minimal compliance
burdens, unlocking marginal fields across basins.
These sweeping policy reforms show that we are
ready to tweak and do more to make India’s
upstream sector as competitive as any in the
world.

Through PM Gati Shakti, the Ministry of
Petroleum and Natural Gas has digitally mapped
over one lakh assets and pipelines. Integration
with the National Master Plan ensures real-time
project visibility and synergy across ministries.
Key projects such as the Indo-Nepal pipeline and
Samruddhi Utility Corridor have benefited from
route optimisation and cost savings of over 169
crore.

A consumer outlook

Affordability remains central. Despite global LPG
prices rising by 58%, Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala
Yojana (PMUY) beneficiaries pay I553 per
cylinder, supported by targeted subsidies and
compensation to oil companies. Fuel prices in
India have been kept stable through excise cuts,
insulating citizens from volatility seen in
neighbouring countries.

Eleven years into the Prime Minister’s
transformative leadership, India’s energy sector is
no longer defined by anxiety. It is now marked by
confidence, self-reliance and strategic foresight.
Energy is not just a commodity. It is a catalyst for
sovereignty, security and sustainable
development.

A Strategy Fuelled by Vision, Powered by Energy

e TR S gfRe ¥ IRE ¥, St & wea ¥

A few days ago, India overtook Japan to become the world’s fourth largest

economy.

%o e ugel, 5IRd A I A 1S Bled gu gfaam A i gad 72 srdeaaeyr #1 gt

RIGCREE

e Since 2014, under Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s leadership, India’s GDP has more
than doubled to $4.3 trillion in 2025.

Address
Email Id :

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website :

patrioticias.

3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
info@patrioticias.in

Page69



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

2014 @ qUTAHA a%g A &F Acjed &, #RA 1 St 2025 F $4.3 fefawe d g gU
gerett & 3rflr 8T TS B

This growth is the result of a decade-long strategy focused on reforms, resilience,
and self-reliance.

Ig faenre U, ereferdes, 3T smerfasiRar W S g s $Y oriifer &1 aRomHA B

India has become not only the fastest-growing major economy, but also a strategic
force.

3R 7 hdol U doil ¥ T T8 HATTEAT 577 &, STodh Teh T0Tfaw AfFa off 5o =
gl

The energy sector, key to this rise, has seen structural transformation during the first
year of Modi 3.0, building on 10 years of foundational change.

TE 3T ST 819 H 3T FTATcAS IR o HROT T g9 ¢, 51t Al 3.0 F T8l ¢
7 10 st & gfAAT sgema W 3mRa B

India’s growth rate of 6.7% in the last quarter puts it on a fast trajectory unmatched
by any other country.

AR T R A 7 6.7% i g8 & 58 Us aor e 97 W o Al g, o 18
e G2 T AL FheT|

Outlining an Energy Strategy
FAT JUTAT T @THT

India is now the third-largest energy and oil consumer, fourth-largest refiner, and
fourth-largest LNG importer globally.

HR 3 et b1 IR Fad 3T St AR e Susiera, Shar Tad 731 Rewrgery, 3Rk e

FIE T3 TATAS IS o1 AT ¢ |

By 2047, energy demand is expected to grow 2.5 times, with 25% of global
incremental demand coming from India.

2047 aF, HRA $T ST AFT I 2.5 AT &1 1 351G §, 31 ARaw Jafer 7 25% TRT @
1o T HHTGAT ¢ |

The government sees energy security as development security.

TIHR FaiT Y& Y fahrar et & & # ucl &

India’s energy strategy tackles the trilemma of availability, affordability, and
sustainability with a four-pronged approach:

HR T il I0TATTY SqetrdT, Tt ¥, 3 FPuar i diaredy gatd 1 o/ waai @
e S &
o Diversification of sources and suppliers
Hrar 3 smqfceatat 7 fafderar amem
o Expansion of domestic production

B 3c9TeeT T faEdR
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o Transition to renewables
AR FSAT AT IR ThAUT
o Focus on affordability
EA FAT GRATRET e

e In upstream oil and gas, exploration acreage has increased from 8% in 2021 to 16%
in 2025.

TN A 3 3 & I @ &9 2021 F 8% ¥ TgHT 2025 H 16% & AT B

e The government plans to cover 1 million sq km by 2030, aiming to unlock 42 billion
tonnes of oil and gas equivalent.

TIHR HT I8 2030 TF 10 AT T3 FFAY 877 T QAT haT 31N 42 IRT eT Ao 3R 3w
& SR I GicleTT &

o Reforms include 99% reduction in ‘No-Go’ areas, simplified Open Acreage Licensing
Policy (OALP), and incentives for new gas wells.

GURT 7 ‘aA-ar a5 7 99% $Y Felkd, 3ituet va¥er agdfder afife (OALP) T G,
3R @ A Fait & v iewrea A

e The new gas pricing mechanism links rates to 10% of Indian crude basket and offers
20% premium for new wells, improving gas availability.

T 3 e FAUROT dF HRCART Fo der 1 F H110% s § 3N 718 Fait & fow
20% A &ar &, forae 3 i sqeretrar 6

¢ Revenue-sharing contracts now permit shared infrastructure among E&P players,
reducing costs and speeding monetisation.

3 TSIET |IRAT Iregaelt I Ieawor 3R 3euree Fafaat w i gfaamd srar 3udier wa
T 3eTATT AT 8, Tora® aerer & Fat 31 AT HATHTHIOT 81T & |

o Technological efforts like the National Seismic Programme, Mission Anveshan,
AGG surveys, and continental shelf mapping have enhanced exploration confidence
in basins like Andamans, Mahanadi, and Cauvery.

T RafeAs %A, A 3eavor, AGG wdator, 3R AgreddT e® A fREoT S
THAIY g o7 AT, ATEAGT, R FAYN S 811 F W1 Y & Ter AT 8 |

e Inthe last 4 years, ONGC and Oil India made over 25 hydrocarbon discoveries
across basins like Mumbai Offshore, Cambay, Mahanadi, and Assam.

e 4 ast 7 ONGC 31 sitaer 33T = H{a$ Irvadia, Faq, AT, 3R Irww &7 7 25
¥ 3 grEsihEa @S ST

o Key fields include Suryamani and Vajramani (west coast offshore) and Utkal and
Konark (east coast deep waters).

vE &l A afeedt qe & gEAAT 3N agafor, qur qdff ae & 3ewer 3N Fond anfAe g

e These discoveries add 75 MMtoe (million metric tonnes of oil equivalent) and 2,700
MMSCM (million metric standard cubic metres) of gas reserves.

4 Tiol 7R & Ae SR 7 75 MMtoe 3 3 53R 2,700 MMSCM T gefer el 8 |

e Global collaborations are fruitful — ONGC-bp partnership is projected to raise Mumbai
High’s output by 44% (oil) and 89% (gas).
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3RTF TEAT Aol & & — ONGC 3R bp FT WA T Hag §1$ 3cTeaT 7 44% ()
31T 89% (3w) gefr r HerraeTr &

e A data centre at the University of Houston now provides exploration data access to
global investors.

ggrea faeafagaray & vs 3e1 deX 319 ARG ersl 1 R A Gt § 37 3T 3y
AT &

o Downstream infrastructure has also expanded: India now has 24,000 km of product
pipelines, 96,000 retail outlets, and strong strategic reserves.

SBATE FIAATAY et o a1aT & R H 319 24,000 3t 3cTE UTBHETST, 96,000 FeIT
3m3eae, AR A Wrefa® R ¢

o About 67 million people visit petrol pumps daily, highlighting the scale and efficiency
of the fuel supply system.

gfAfeet eTeTstaT 6.7 FUS AT UShel 99 W A1 §, ST $uret 3mqfet yomelt & Faw 3R qarar &t

g &l

e The city gas network expanded from 55 areas in 2014 to 307 areas in 2025, with PNG
connections rising from 25 lakh to 1.5 crore, and CNG stations over 7,500.

<Y 37 Aea® 2014 # 55 &3 T JoaT 2025 # 307 aﬁwqgaw%,tﬁmsﬁmm
25 AT F 9T 1.5 F3, 3R Hiwersiy T2 7,500 & 7fAF g1 T E |

o Unified pipeline tariffs and expansion of city gas have made gas affordable even in
remote States.

T AT Yo R HE A AR = ey asat 7 ot 3wl gerer 3K e
a1 feam B
The Focus of the Green Strategy
e Torlifer X Hfea geanor
o Biofuels have emerged as a cornerstone of India’s green strategy.
TRNFLEH AR T FRA I0TATT Y TR RAeT & &7 A 3R E |
e Ethanol blending in petrol has surged from 1.5% in 2013 to 19.7% in 2025.
OgTel # wdeter fASOr 2013 # 1.5% @ S¢a 2025 H 19.7% &1 AT &
o Blending quantities have expanded from 38 crore litres to 484 crore litres.
fRrsro7 T AT 38 FE WfeT & TeFT 484 FAT AR T B &

e This has saved ¥1.26 lakh crore in foreign exchange, reduced emissions by 643 lakh
MT, and paid %1.79 lakh crore to distillers and over %1 lakh crore to farmers.

=Y 1.26wm3m$r%éaﬁ§arm§3ﬂ, 643 g FHifeF T oA H FHeT IS
3R RBRcad I 1.79 9@ F03 T4, STaf FFare o 1 9@ F:U3 T94 § 40 7 37T
§34TI

o Feedstock diversification from molasses to maize has created a robust ethanol
ecosystem.
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frar gl

¢ The SATAT initiative has commissioned over 100 CBG plants and aims for a 5% CBG
blending mandate by 2028.

SATAT 9gl & ciedl 100 ¥ 3 CBG HIF Y& &1 Toh ¢ 3R 2028 dF 5% CBG fasor

FT AT B

e Central support for biomass procurement and CBG-pipeline connectivity is boosting
circular energy adoption.

TRATE T 3 CBG TS Fafaeiadl & foT the AXhR i FHIT el Falt
IYATeY T T & TET E

e Green hydrogen has been given a major push with 8.62 lakh tonnes of production and
3,000 MW of electrolyser tenders awarded.

8.62 T® &1 3cdTeeT 3R 3,000 FAITETE SAFCIASIR X & AT MeT grssiaret 1 oy

Sorar fear = &

e |0OCL awarded a 10 KTPA green hydrogen tender to Larsen & Toubro for its Panipat
refinery.

|OCL & 379+ greiiad Re18er{l & fT Larsen & Toubro #T 10 KTPA 3 grEgieie &5

fear gl

o BPCL, HPCL, and GAIL India are also progressing with large-scale hydrogen projects.
BPCL, HPCL 3iR GAIL India 8T 93 $a1a WX gr8siei IRASIATHT o 1A X W g |

¢ NRL’s green hydrogen unit in Assam will be the first in the northeast.
3T A NRL #Y A1 g133)erer gfAe 3av-qa 7 ggell gref|

e India’s natural gas pipeline network has reached 25,000 km, targeting 33,000 km by
2030.

HRT T ITHfae I IS sicas 25,000 fam"rwqgirw% SraeT o187 2030 d&
33,000 fraY 81

e Strategic pricing reforms and ‘No Cut’ category inclusion for gas have ensured
supply stability.
oo 7ed FUR 3R 37 1 A Fe' Ao 7 AfAer o) § mqfet Ruwar GaRad gs 8
e Gas production increased from 28.7 BCM in 2020-21 to 36.4 BCM in 2023-24, with
further growth expected.

3 3cuTeeT 2020-21 H 28.7 BCM ¥ S 2023-24 H 36.4 BCM &1 717 &, 311 5@ 31k

gefr it 37T ¢

o The Qilfields (Regulation and Development) Amendment Act 2024 has enabled
hybrid leases, allowing renewables with hydrocarbons.

et & (Riferere 3itt R detus e 2024 7 grsfas veet F sprfa 8,
oo Aol FaT 3R EEFEa UF ary T & AT |

o Discovered Small Fields (DSF) now operate under simplified contracts with minimal
compliance, unlocking marginal fields.
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fSeaas vt Bregw (DSF) 31e W AeJatil & dec Helloid 8lcll o, Torerd HIsATe &t &r

aIgeT HHT & AT B |

Under PM Gati Shakti, over 1 lakh assets and pipelines have been digitally mapped
by the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas.

TeTAHE a1fY Aafdd & 3id9d 1 9@ ¥ 3w aREgRE) 3 aEyeEal & BT s
A9 R T B

Integration with the National Master Plan enables real-time visibility and inter-
ministry synergy.

AT ATEET TATeT o HY ThrenoT § JIA-TFH AT 3N FATerAl & i Arerdtel To7a
gHTE

Indo-Nepal pipeline and Samruddhi Utility Corridor have achieved ¥169 crore cost
savings through route optimisation.

HRA-AIT UBveTs 3R Foaftr IRfrdY FIRER o1 €169 F3 Y AT < gifdel i 3

A Consumer Outlook

3USIFT GSCehIoT

Affordability is a central focus. Despite global LPG prices rising by 58%, PMUY
beneficiaries pay only ¥553 per cylinder.

FEA & 9T et Hgd o o §1 ARae werdisht ferat #F 58% gefer & arasg,
TUTAHA Sssae Aretat (PMUY) & STt dharer €553 ufer Rt 1 879TdeT i 2

This is made possible through targeted subsidies and compensation to oil
companies.

agaﬁaamaﬂ?aamﬁﬁgmaﬁé?mmﬁmﬁgm%l

Fuel prices in India have been kept stable through excise cuts, shielding citizens from
international price volatility.

AR H $ereT Yy el 3UFT F Feld & FTRT U @l a1g €, [5ad Arerient 1 Fawrsdy
Hed YT @ Tarr T & |

After eleven years of PM’s leadership, the energy sector is now defined by
confidence, self-reliance, and strategic foresight.

FUTAHA & TARE a1 & AAfcd o e, Foll 817 I 3 HAATART, AT iR
Yoo gRafRidT I aRe i foham STrar &

Energy is not merely a commodity but a catalyst for sovereignty, security, and
sustainable development.

Fll shlel Teh G w161, Sfedh AT, &T, 3R Tad fawra & fov weh e afFa 81
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A ban, a split verdict, and a health concern

|GS Paper lll: S&T |

apeseed-mustard oil

(hereafter ‘mustard

oil’) is the third-largest

edible oil consumed in
India. Two executive and judicial
decisions on mustard oil — one
from 2021 and another from 2024
— have major public health
implications, but have hardly
received the public attention and
scrutiny they deserve. In the first
decision, the Food Safety and
Standards Authority of India
(FSSAI) prohibited the
manufacturing and sale of
blended mustard oil in India,
effective from June 8, 2021. As per
Indian food safety laws, selling an
edible oil mixed with another
edible oil is permitted, provided
the proportion of an oil blended
with another oil is within 20%.
Reports suggest that FSSAI’s ban
decision was aimed at preventing
the adulteration of mustard oil
and boosting domestic mustard
crop output. In the second, the
Supreme Court ruled on July 23,
2024, against approval granted by
the Central government for the
environmental release of India’s
indigenously developed
genetically modified (GM) mustard
named Dhara Mustard Hybrid-11
(DMH-11). A major ground on
which one of the two judges
pronounced a judgment against
DMH-11 was the insufficient
assessment of the impact on
human health of DMH-11. A
common policy goal behind these
two decisions was to protect the
health of Indian mustard oil
consumers. However, a closer look
at the facts shows that this goal
cannot be fully achieved through
these two decisions.

Erucic acid

The mustard oil extracted from
the Indian mustard crop contains
high levels of a unique fatty acid
called erucic acid (40% to 54% of
total fatty acid). This is
significantly higher than the
internationally accepted level of
<5%. Mustard oil containing high
erucic acid is considered
undesirable for human
consumption, particularly in

Sthanu R Nair

Professor of
Economics, Indian
Institute of
Management
Kozhikode. Views are
perscnal

The erucic
acid-reducing
property of
DMH-11 and the
associated
health and
economic
benefits need to
be factored in
while deciding
on the approval
of the GM
mustard crop

advanced countries such as the
U.S., Canada, and Europe. Lab
experiments demonstrated that
animals fed with high erucic
acid-containing mustard oil
suffered from heart diseases,
retarded growth, premature tissue
death, and adverse changes to the
liver, kidney, skeletal muscle, and
adrenal glands. Though there is no
conclusive evidence of a similar
health impacts on humans, the
stigma of the high erucic acid in
mustard oil prevails in advanced
economies. In those countries, the
erucic acid content of mustard oil
is strictly controlled by using
canola oil for culinary purposes.
Canola crop (oil), developed by
Canada, contains less than 2%
erucic acid content.

Edible oil blending

Due to unfavourable climatic
conditions, India has not
succeeded in developing a
high-yielding canola-quality
mustard crop. Hence, the easiest
way to reduce the high erucic acid
content in mustard oil is to blend
it with other edible oils. Several
scientific studies have proved the
lower presence of erucic acid in
blended mustard oil. Also, since
blended mustard oil is rich in
unsaturated fatty acid, consuming
it lowers LDL cholesterol and
increases HDL cholesterol. One
primary concern with edible oil
blending is adulteration with
artificial flavours and poisonous
substances. A nationwide survey
by FSSAI in August 2020 found
that 24.21% of the 4,461 edible oil
samples collected did not meet
the quality parameters criteria. A
maximum number of adulteration
and contamination was found in
mustard oil.

Instead of a ban, the sale of
blended mustard oil can be
allowed but in packaged/branded
form with an explicit declaration
regarding the oils that have been
blended. The share of branded
edible oil consumed in India is less
than 30%. Strict implementation
of the food safety and standards
laws and strengthening of food
safety infrastructure are also

A Ban, a Split Verdict, and a Health Concern

| essential in preventing

adulteration. Since health is a
State subject, the food safety
administration at the State level
has to play a vital role in this
regard. As per industry sources,
the proportion of other oils
blended with mustard oil in India
ranges from 5% to 50%. Though
this does not conform with the
law, which allows blending up to
20%, it has the unintended
positive consequence of reducing
the erucic acid content. Hence,
the sale of blended mustard oil
should not be banned entirely.

GM mustard

Alternatively, the erucic acid
content in Indian mustard oil can
be reduced by cultivating the
indigenous GM mustard crop
DMH-11, which, apart from higher
yield, has a lower erucic acid
content (30-35%) compared to the
traditional Indian mustard crops
(40-54%). As a result, the oil
extracted from DMH-11 requires a
lower quantity of other edible oils
for blending to reduce erucic acid
content. This, in turn, helps to
reduce the imports of other edible
oils. India is the world’s largest
importer of edible oils. Its edible
oil import bill is pegged at $20.56
billion by NITI Aayog.

Therefore, the erucic
acid-reducing property of DMH-11
and the associated health and
economic benefits (in terms of
reduced edible oil imports) need
to be factored in by all the
stakeholders while deciding on
the approval of the GM mustard
crop. The development of the
indigenous DMH-11 with a lower
erucic acid content is by no means
a notable achievement by Indian
genetic scientists. After years of
research, Canada and Europe have
successfully introduced low-erucic
acid traits into their rapeseed
cultivars. Hence, plant breeding
programmes aimed at reducing
the erucic acid content in the
mustard crop to an internationally
accepted level of <5% should be
given top priority in India’s
indigenous GM mustard crop

| development programmes.
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& yfaetr, v fFoiara vty 3R v wareey [Rar

Rapeseed-mustard oil (hereafter referred to as mustard oil) is the third-largest
edible oil consumed in India.

TqES-ATET e (TS 3T WY dof FgT 74T &) AR F ey Fad 3 3gsier v
ST 3Tl WIET el B

Two major decisions—one executive and one judicial—in 2021 and 2024, concerning
mustard oil, have important implications for public health, but they have received very
little public attention.

2021 3R 2024 H T AT F HfAT & 9@ fA0TT—veh FRISRY 3R v =rfrs—

ATdstfereh TAELT & T Ageaqul 8, oifehet 3o agamaﬁaﬁa:mmﬁm%l

The first decision was taken by the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India
(FSSAI), which prohibited the manufacturing and sale of blended mustard oil in India,
effective from June 8, 2021.

HRAT BT FI&T iR AT TIftraor (FSSAI) o 8 F[ 2021 ¥ 9Rd # fafAa wwat aar
& famfor 3y fashY ox gfcerer o feam)

According to Indian food safety laws, the mixing of edible oils is allowed if the blended
proportion does not exceed 20%, but FSSAI implemented the ban to prevent
adulteration and promote domestic mustard cultivation.

R WIET FI&TT FIefal o 3TeTHR, Afe; FRATT T I 20% & 34 o §Y ot Wig et
F1 3107 317 &, et FSSAI & I8 wfdeer fremae et 31N ee] wTAT 3edreet Y
Fe1ar &t & forv S|

The second decision came from the Supreme Court on July 23, 2024, where it rejected
the Central government’s approval for the environmental release of India’s
genetically modified mustard called Dhara Mustard Hybrid-11 (DMH-11).

23 TS 2024 FH! FHA FIE 7 AR H AAfewel ASHISS T A0 4R AFES FT313-11
(DMH-11) &7 gafavoiier Refter & forv shg @i 1 Edlispfar & @ier < fear|

One of the two judges based the judgment on the insufficient assessment of the
potential health impact on humans.

ar =ATTETelt 7 § T o AU T 3TUR AT FTART W THIG F 3IATST HediaheT

SeATdT|

Both decisions shared a common public policy objective: to safeguard the health of
Indian mustard oil consumers.

T Al AU T U WATT WA aAfel 3T AT: HRART T ol SUHIFATI &
FATELY A @I AT

However, a deeper analysis reveals that this objective cannot be fully met through
these two measures alone.
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glelifeh, ITES U fI2ITOT et Ux Fse gl ¢ o I8 36837 hael 31 &l 3urdi & 8 a¥E
g1irer Tt fohaT ST ghar|

Erucic Acid

T AF TS

e Mustard oil extracted from Indian mustard contains 40% to 54% of a fatty acid known as
erucic acid, which is significantly higher than the globally accepted limit of less than
5%.

HRART |3d | fshrel T Aol 7 TwfAs vfs $ AT 40% & 54% d gidl g, il Toh
ARTH AT (5% @ FH) T FTH 30F 1

o High erucic acid content in mustard oil is considered unsafe for human consumption

in developed countries such as the United States, Canada, and Europe.

TYFT T IARHT, FA1et AR AT S Tan il ot A s vl vids 3o awat
A I ATeTd 39T & forw IrgRiET A=l S g

o Laboratory experiments have shown that animals fed with mustard oil containing high
erucic acid suffered from heart diseases, growth retardation, premature tissue
death, and damage to organs such as the liver, kidney, muscles, and adrenal
glands.

GATRATSAT GAETUN H Ig IrAT 317 o 31f8er vwfles vfAs arelm §3at ad @i drel STeTa’t H
weg T, fawmre Y efieft a1fey, saet fr a9aqd 7Y, 3R IFa, 7, AR 3R e
i 3 grfer g

e Though there is no conclusive scientific evidence of similar effects in humans, the
perception of risk associated with erucic acid remains strong in advanced economies.

gTelifeh SATAT 3 W FeTTat T g Ao danfas gamor gt &, 7T o Rsfa
sreeaaTas 3 TR TS & o7 SR arom e g B

e To address this, countries like Canada use canola oil, which contains less than 2%
erucic acid, for culinary purposes.

=0 fAIRd aXer & foIT warsT S ¢2r Shalldr e T 39T FXd ¢, foras vwids viis 2%
¥ FA T ¢ 3N S We 39T & AU 3ugerd g

e The canola crop, developed in Canada, is specially bred to produce low-erucic acid
oil, which is acceptable by global food safety norms.

FA1ST A RFAT FaaT O ' [[FAT FT J FH tH:AF AT a7 ddT & & T SRR
foar I &, St 3Raw Wiy GRaT ATTh! & HJaR T ¢ |

Edible Oil Blending
gred oo fAsor
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o Due to unfavourable climatic conditions, India has not been able to develop a high-
yielding canola-quality mustard crop.

I Srerary aRTEATAT & HROT R 3 39T & aTelt HAleT Joraar Hr wa!
wHel [T FIA H 31Ahel T &

o Therefore, the easiest way to reduce high erucic acid content in mustard oil is to
blend it with other edible oils.

sgfoT g8 O & 3= TR AF TRAS Y AT F) FH I ST JaA 3THT dOFT ST 3T
wey a4t ¥ Ay AT Fer §

e Several scientific studies have shown that blended mustard oil has lower levels of
erucic acid.

g dTfeieh LTI F fe@man ¢ for AT axat a7 velds vz i A sa g 81

o Blended mustard oil is also rich in unsaturated fatty acids, which helps to lower LDL
cholesterol and increase HDL cholesterol.

TATA ST Tel # e aHT e TG AT A §icll ¢, oI TAsIve Hraweia H 3R
TTEIUA HlATCid 96T g |

e A primary concern with edible oil blending is adulteration with artificial flavours and
poisonous substances.

Qe e FAS0T 7 Tk yoge Riar R FamEl 3K e st & femae 2
e A nationwide survey by FSSAI in August 2020 found that 24.21% of the 4,461
samples of edible oil did not meet quality standards.

FSSAI GaRT 31T 2020 # 0 77 v Irsgeardt adfaqor 7 qra a3 1 4,461 7971 A @
24.21% WIEH el AOTEET ATAH TR B 7 S}

¢ The highest number of adulteration cases were found in mustard oil.
T 3AF AeTae F A ! ad & 970 v

+ Instead of a ban, blended mustard oil should be allowed for sale in
packaged/branded form with a clear declaration of the blended oils.

gfaeer & gorry, AT aal ao F 8@ 31 913 0 #, Tose givor F 91, a9 iy
reafar & st =g

e Currently, branded edible oil consumption in India is less than 30%.
IAAT H AR A J13S WIGT el ) TId 30% & FA ¢

o Strict enforcement of food safety laws and strengthening food safety infrastructure
are crucial to prevent adulteration.

T G&TT Flefell HT TE&AT F 9TeleT 3R WTeT Y& HAHITAT F AT FLAT [HATae i
bt & foIT 31maeash g

o Since health is a State subject, State-level food safety administration must play a
vital role in this matter.

Yfeh FERLY T FT fawY g, SHTAT T Tl 91 WIeT G&TT TATHT 1 $HH Ageaqor
sifareT fovemmsty gam|
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Industry sources indicate that the proportion of other oils blended with mustard oil in
India ranges from 5% to 50%.

39T FIcll & TN AR H HIET el F 37 Aalt T AT 5% F 50% b &Il &1

This exceeds the legal blending limit of 20%, but it unintentionally helps reduce erucic
acid content.

IE 20% FY FefeAt AT I 3110 &, AfheT T8 vriAF Tz T AT gew & IveniAia w9

¥ eS¢
Hence, the complete ban on blended mustard oil is not justified.

ST TR Are at e X qut s 3t gt ¥

GM Mustard
STH AT

Alternatively, erucic acid content in Indian mustard oil can be reduced by cultivating
indigenous GM mustard crop DMH-11.

dofogs T T, ARAT T O H THA® TS I ATFT ) 9S-I S ohdT & Ife g aaft
ATl AMZEES (GM) TIHT FHT DMH-11 T QT Y|

Apart from higher yield, DMH-11 contains lower erucic acid (30-35%) compared to
traditional mustard crops (40-54%).

AT 3YST ¥ & 37oITdT, DMH-11 # Twf® Tfls Y AT 30-35% &) §, STdieh WWaREd
AT T H Tg 40-54% I gidl &

Thus, oil extracted from DMH-11 requires a lower amount of other edible oils for
blending, making it more efficient.

AT DMH-11 & fosTel 1T ael 1 fAsor & fore 3y @igy ddl &Y & 3raedendr gidr
¢, fored I 31U gerrdY Star &

This helps to reduce the import of edible oils.
IE WG Al & ATATA Y Tl H A T o

India is the world’s largest importer of edible oils, with an import bill of $20.56 billion,
according to NITI Aayog.

AR [32T FT Ga@ 3T WIGH el AATAF ¢, 3R ST 34T faer $20.56 faferaer g, siar
o Sifar 3mAer & SarT 81

Therefore, the health and economic benefits of DMH-11, especially its erucic acid-
lowering capacity, should be considered by all stakeholders when deciding on its
approval.

sgfav, DMH-11 F Fareey 3kt anfie amr, 3w &0 & sofr vefls vfis 73 Fa
a7aT, 1 Wt fyauRat garr fae & foran s anfgoy

The development of DMH-11 with lower erucic acid is a notable achievement for
Indian genetic scientists.
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FH THAE TS aTe DMH-11 F7 e AR 31ea 1eh detfeient I v sea@sia
3uafeN g

e Canada and Europe introduced low-erucic acid traits into their rapeseed cultivars after
years of research.

AT 3R AT & st hr ey & a1 3l Taels fohedT H w7 Twflw vfirs arer o7
M |

e Therefore, plant breeding programmes in India should prioritize reducing erucic acid
in mustard to the internationally accepted level of less than 5%.

AT AR # Gler YoTeisl HIAHAT I TRAH TAS FI AT I TeTHT FaWSET AR
(<5%) T Tt T Y yrafAswar ¢ anfew|
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Building-Integrated Photovoltaics:
converting buildings into solar assets

BIPV can turn entire buildings into power generators by integrating solar elements directly into architectural elements. While the initial costs may be

high, by transforming conventional building components into energy-generating surfaces, BIPV can deliver long-term savings

S Paper Ill: S&T

Shantanu Roy

ith an installed capacity of

over 17 GW as of April 30,

rooftop solar (RTS) is

starting to play a
significant role in India’s renewable
energy transition, especially in urban
areas. However, its scalability is
constrained by the limited availability of
shadow-free rooftop spaces. Boosting
solar adoption in densely populated cities
therefore requires us to look beyond
traditional rooftop-mounted solar systems
and towards Building-Integrated
Photovoltaics (BIPV).

‘What is BIPV?

BIPV can turn entire buildings into power
generators by integrating solar elements
directly into architectural elements.

It has two purposes: generating
electricity and working as a structural
part of a building. Unlike RTS systems,
which are added to rooftops, BIPV
systems are embedded into the building’s
architectural fabric, like in fagades (the
front exterior of a building), roofs,
windows, and railings. They replace
conventional construction materials such
as glass, tiles, and cladding with solar
alternatives.

While the initial costs may be high, by
transforming conventional building
components into energy-generating
surfaces, BIPV can deliver long-term
savings that help offset the capital costs.

How can BIPVs be incorporated?
Facades can host semi-transparent BIPV
panels that serve as curtain walls or
cladding, generating electricity while
reducing entry of heat. Traditional
roofing materials can be replaced with
BIPV panels, allowing power generation
without altering the building’s structure.
Windows and skylights can also feature
transparent or semi-transparent BIPV
panels that allow natural light to enter
while producing clean energy. Even

balconies, canopies, atriums, and shading
devices can be designed to house solar
elements, utilising structural features for
energy generation without occupying
additional space.

Because of their “stay out of sight”
design, BIPVs can be used in residential
apartments and commercial buildings as
well as in public infrastructure such as
railway stations, airports, and educational
institutions. Their transparency, colours,
sizes, and shapes can also be customised
to suit particular aesthetic requirements.

BIPVs for India

The need for BIPVs stem from space
constraints and the pressing obligation to
pursue sustainable urban development.
According to the 2016 Handbook of Urban
Statistics published by the Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs, India’s urban
population is projected to reach
approximately 600 million by 2031 and
850 million by 2051.

In the high-rise buildings of India’s
populous cities, rooftop space is often
insufficient to install RTS systems. Since
BIPV can be integrated into various parts
of a building’s envelope, it can use
available surfaces more efficiently.

For example, a 16-storey building with
a 4,000 sq. ft rooftop and 15,000 sq. ft of
facade area on each side can support an
RTS system of only about 40 kW-peak
(kWp) — but BIPV panels on just the
south-facing facade could produce
around 150 kWp.

Beyond high-rises, BIPVs can also be
integrated into independent houses and
in the balconies of homes whose
residents don’t have rooftop access. The
latter is already popular in Germany,
where solar panels have been installed on
nearly 15 lakh balconies and
manufacturers have estimated that a
typical participating household could
save up to 30% on its electricity bill.

What is the status of BIPVs in India?
The steady decline in solar technology

prices and a growing interest in
sustainable and energy-efficient
architecture is allowing BIPVs to gain
momentum.

Today’s India has some impressive
BIPV installations. The CtrlS Datacenters
building in Navi Mumbai has an 863-kWp
system on its four facades. The
Renewable Energy Museum in Kolkata,
inaugurated in 2024, features a
solar-powered dome made from over
2,000 integrated solar panels. The Jindal
Steel & Power Ltd. facility in Angul,
Odisha, hosts one of the largest BIPV
installations in India. They have also been
incorporated into railway stations in
Vijayawada and Sahibabad.

These examples indicate BIPVs’ ability
to scale across public, commercial, and
institutional buildings.

How can BIPV uptake be scaled up?
BIPV adoption in India has been limited
by high initial costs, policy gaps,
inadequate technical capacity, and
reliance on imports.

Low awareness, lack of dedicated
incentives, and absence of clear standards
also push BIPV out of early
building-design considerations.

In this milieu, Seoul’s dedicated
incentive scheme is instructive: it
subsidises up to 80% of installation costs,
allowing BIPV into mainstream urban
construction. India could look at
expanding the existing solar schemes to
offer higher incentives for BIPV, especially
in space-constrained urban areas. In
2024, the Ministry of New and Renewable
Energy issued operational guidelines for
the PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana, a
scheme to install RTS systems in one
crore households. The guidelines
included BIPV in the scheme, allowing
consumers to opt for it in case of limited
rooftop space. BIPV installations in a
residential segment qualify for a subsidy
akin to that available for RTS systems: up
t0 378,000 for a 3-KW solar system.
Similar schemes are required for

commercial and industrial segments.

Likewise, Europe’s Energy
Performance of Buildings Directive
mandates the increased use of solar
technologies in all new buildings and
encourages innovative solutions like BIPV
through clear regulatory guidance and
minimum performance standards. India
too can consider embedding BIPV
provisions in its National Building Code,
the Energy Conservation Building Code,
and the Eco Niwas Samhita.

Demonstrating BIPV through pilot
projects in public infrastructure (via
public-private partnerships) can improve
visibility and catalyse wider acceptance.
Boosting indigenous manufacturing
through production-linked incentive
schemes and targeted R&D alongside
awareness programmes for architects,
planners, and building developers will
further strengthen the ecosystem.

Financial arrangements such as the
Renewable Energy Service Company
model and long-term power purchase
agreements can help enhance project
reliability and enable large-scale BIPV
deployment.

India can’t rely solely on
ground-mounted and rooftop systems to
meet its goal to install 300 GW of solar
capacity by 2030. Land-neutral solutions
like BIPV need to be prioritised. The
potential of BIPV for India’s existing
building stock is estimated to be 309 GW.
According to the World Bank, nearly 70%
of urban infrastructure needed for India
to become a developed country by 2047 is
yet to be built.

While this underscores the immense
potential of BIPV to accelerate the
nation’s clean energy transition,
actualising it demands robust policy
support, design innovation, and a strong
market push.

Shantanu Roy is Sector Coordinator,
Renewables and Energy Conservation, at
the Center for Study of Science, Technology
and Policy (CSTEP), a research-based think
tank.

Building-Integrated Photovoltaics: converting buildings into
solar assets

fafegar-sd1aes wicovoltaics: SARAT &Y Aol FHTET H deolell

BIPV can turn entire buildings into power generators by integrating solar
elements directly into architectural elements.

BIPV Q¥ #raal Y farstell 3cutee 9o @ahal 8, St AR dcal # WY aegfew aeat &
SIS &
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While the initial costs may be high, by transforming conventional building components
into energy-generating surfaces, BIPV can deliver long-term savings.

glefiTeh QBT ST 3T BT Heell &, TRURH $eleT TTHT &l Fiail Scee] hlal dTell Tlgl

H S, BIPV Sreaifoidh sad Yaled & dehdT o |

As of April 30, rooftop solar (RTS) has an installed capacity of over 17 GW and is
playing a significant role in India’s renewable energy transition, especially in urban
areas.

30 3rder I, ThelT Ao (RTS) &1 5Tcies &THAT 17 GW I 311 § 31R Ig sTRa &
3ETH Foll HHHOT H WA AT &1 H AgeaquT ${fAeT fova W1 &
However, scalability of RTS is limited by the availability of shadow-free rooftop spaces.

gTelifer, RTS &Y fAEdR &THdT SRRRd odl & TfAd 3ucistrar & S1ferd gy &

Boosting solar adoption in densely populated cities requires looking beyond traditional
rooftop solar systems to Building-Integrated Photovoltaics (BIPV).

GelT TTETET aTel AR H T FoiT T TGTdT ol o [T IRUR FHe1T Ao FBTcH T 31T
2T # Afes-EdhRes wicovoltaics (BIPV) T Sid &1

What is BIPV?
BIPV &7 §7

BIPV integrates solar elements directly into building architecture, turning entire buildings
into power generators.

BIPV | dcdl & €19 $7deT arecehell & Siisdl &, fored R #7ae frstell 3cuiesh a1 Sird &

It serves two purposes: generating electricity and acting as a structural part of the
building.

ST T 3652 BIdT ¢: ToSTell 3cTeed el R T & TXTeATcH HIIT & ¥ H H1 AT |

Unlike RTS systems, which are added to rooftops, BIPV systems are embedded in
fagades, roofs, windows, and railings.

RTS f&¥eA & fAadia, St od . A1 371 &, BIPV R¥ed $iad & HaE, Bd, [astaar 3iR
Ielew A 3AfARRT gId B

They replace conventional materials like glass, tiles, and cladding with solar alternatives.
3 9RUR® RN ST 70, ersed, 3R FolfSar o Ot AFeul @ seT e &1

Though initial costs are high, by converting building parts into energy surfaces, BIPV
offers long-term savings that offset capital costs.

gleTiTeh QBT ST JTeIeh BIcll &, 81T o TR T Foil ScUeeT el aTell HAG! H TGolehl
BIPV Tl @191 T 3THAC il T Greiahliereh sreicl Falef el ¢

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page82



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

a
www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

la

How can BIPVs be incorporated?

BIPV & ¥ anfAer f&Fdr 31 gt 82

Fagades can host semi-transparent BIPV panels acting as curtain walls or cladding,
generating electricity while reducing heat entry.

HaTe 7 374-qReRil BIPV S5 & Gehd & St UeT &1 AT FoifSIT &7 1 d 8, fastelr
ool P ¢ 3R I TaeT F FA FLA 8

Traditional roofing materials can be replaced with BIPV panels, enabling power
generation without changing the building structure.

U9 &d T Y BIPV Yacll & SSoT ST TohdT &, Torad 3deT 6T Scof [oaT fooTell

3cUTGsT THT I 8|
Windows and skylights can feature transparent or semi-transparent BIPV panels,
allowing natural light while producing clean energy.

TEsferar 3 Terrsoseca areslt ar 3re-ureslt BIPV Yetell & |12 g1 Hehd &, S Tehicien
TR hT 3eTATC &l & 3R TIes Fiail 3ceet ahld &

Balconies, canopies, atriums, and shading devices can also be designed to include solar
elements, using structural features for energy without occupying extra space.

STelehatt, ShairdY, TfeTs 31T o 3uson i 8 G deat & arer fEess fovar ST @ehar g,
S 3rfaRed Se1g AT f9ar 347 3cdres i &

Due to their discreet design, BIPVs can be used in residential, commercial buildings,
and public infrastructure like railway stations, airports, and educational institutions.

39 G U f3TS<T & HROT, BIPV a1, aIoITsgeh $7a=it 3R Adolioreh JiTTeT e
S YoId T2, gaTS 3153, 3R Ae1fOre Tramat & 3uer fhv o7 Ihd §1

Their transparency, colors, sizes, and shapes can be customized to suit aesthetic
requirements.

geTeh! URETRCT, T, 3R, 3R FieheT i HiH HTTLTRATIHT & ITER Helehiod fohar ST
Tl gl

BIPVs for India
IRd & forw BIPV

The need for BIPVs arises from space constraints and the necessity for sustainable
urban development.

BIPV &I S 1918 T AT 3 ada Ul [Ferrg i 3maederar & 3cde glar g1

As per the 2016 Handbook of Urban Statistics by the Ministry of Housing and Urban
Affairs, India’s urban population is projected to reach about 600 million by 2031 and
850 million by 2051.

3TarH AT A ATHCT & HATT & 2016 F §39F HIh Iraer Tefefeaw & IAR, #RT
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Fr 2rgd) 3TETEY 2031 dF ST 600 FATAT 31X 2051 d& 850 AT qg-gua r THTIAT
gl

In high-rise buildings in India’s populous cities, rooftop space is often insufficient for RTS
systems.

$TRA & =il TTETET dTet QMERT ST il SHRAT H, FhelT o918 FR RTS e & faw
379ATCT Bt g1

Since BIPV can be integrated into various parts of the building envelope, it utilizes
surfaces more efficiently.

Yfeh BIPV $1aT Y faffieeT Tclgl # ST ST Hehell 8, Ig HcTe! ohl JTeIh FHRrel 3UTNIT il

gl

For example, a 16-storey building with a 4,000 sq. ft rooftop and 15,000 sq. ft facade
on each side can support only about 40 kW-peak (kWp) via RTS, but BIPV on the
south-facing fagade alone could produce around 150 kWp.

3TEXT & T, Teh 16-AT3rel SHARA fSaeT 4,000 Tt $& & 3R Tedsh oS 15,000
TC HHTE &1, RTS AR S97s1aT 40 kW-peak (kWp) &7 TS &Y Fahcll &, oifehet gfatorerddt

HATIE 9T FHdel BIPV 973797 150 kWp 3cTeeT Y JohdT gl

Beyond high-rises, BIPVs can be integrated into independent houses and balconies of
homes without rooftop access.

AT SARAT o 37elTdT, BIPV Tad B8R 3R 37 BRI T STelehierar 7 Y o9mT ST Tohl &
fSieTeh o ot T 9§ A &

This concept is popular in Germany, where solar panels are installed on nearly 1.5
million balconies, and households reportedly save up to 30% on electricity bills.

Tg [ SH & Nh T &, ST8T o919t 1.5 fAfeasr arasfaal gv @it ds7er semw arw §,
3R o 319el fosTelt 9l 9T 1918191 30% oieh 99 &7 &

What is the status of BIPVs in India?
AR # BIPV &) f&ufa Far1 8?2

The steady decline in solar technology prices and interest in sustainable, energy-efficient
architecture are helping BIPVs gain momentum.

IR Aehellen i shrerdt # AT fTRT1ae 3R Teid, SFofl-gerel aregehell # 3T & HROT BIPV
SRTHT &1 T ¢

Notable BIPV installations in India include the 863-kWp system on four fagades of CtrlS
Datacenters building in Navi Mumbai.

HR & 93T BIPV $ECTolRlel & ofdl {as & CtrlS 3T $7deT 1 IR hamel X 863-kWp
aFeH A gl

The Renewable Energy Museum in Kolkata, inaugurated in 2024, features a solar-
powered dome made of over 2,000 integrated solar panels.
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b e HR-Fatt Hanferd e B
o Jindal Steel & Power Ltd. facility in Angul, Odisha, hosts one of India’s largest BIPV
installations.

3N & 379l F TSicer ¥hef Us dTeR faiffies Fiaur IR & Gad 93 BIPV et # 8
TF gl

o BIPVs have also been installed in railway stations in Vijayawada and Sahibabad.
BIPV faSigarsr 3R |ifgerarg & Yoid Tt H i) o1emT 91T &

o These examples show BIPVs’ ability to scale across public, commercial, and institutional
buildings.

¥ 3eTeI0T gif § o BIPV Trdeifaes, arfoifSaes ik geemera saat & fOedR e &
qETH B

How can BIPV uptake be scaled up?

BIPV ) & 95147 ST Gt £72

e BIPV adoption in India has been limited by high initial costs, policy gaps, inadequate
technical capacity, and reliance on imports.

T # BIPV U # 3= YRAF d1erd, Afa F F), aareiiehy e7dar i w1, 3 3maa
9 feRarT areres W 2

« Low awareness, lack of dedicated incentives, and absence of clear standards also
keep BIPV out of early building-design considerations.

FH FRRRAT, GATTT A1 T 3137719, 3 T ATAFT HY FHY 3 HROT BIPV &Y HaT
fSSTgeT & YR3HT TROT A A AT fohar S|

¢ In this context, Seoul’s dedicated incentive scheme is instructive: it subsidises up to
80% of installation costs, allowing BIPV to enter mainstream urban construction.

g TS &, e 1 gAfT Wcutga AT 3e180i §: T8 TATIAT AIRT 3T 80% d
qfewst 2l &, TS BIPV HEIURT & Mgl TT0T & niidrel g1 Fehelr &

e India could consider expanding existing solar schemes to offer higher incentives
for BIPV, especially in space-constrained urban areas.

HR HSeT HY ATATHT &7 FaIFaR &% BIPV & [T 357 fieumget & IR faam &Y gavdr
&, WrH T W ergdr e |

e In 2024, the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy issued operational guidelines for
the PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana, a scheme to install RTS systems in one crore
households.

2024 #, FARIONY Sl HATrT o e FF & FFA Forsrelt At & fow Fereler
feenfader Y fhu, S v FUE R F RTS RAved Tafig aa 1 A= g1

e The guidelines included BIPV, allowing consumers to opt for it when rooftop space is
limited.
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feenfadelt & BIPV & enfier foram aram g, forad 3usiierdr od # s9rg AT 81 wsa
I T ¢ |

e BIPV installations in the residential segment qualify for a subsidy similar to RTS
systems: up to ¥78,000 for a 3-KW solar system.

HTARRT 819 7 BIPV §¥eiolele RTS fATcH T aig afsust & ura ¢ 3-fFeiare dik yomel

& fow 78,000 = |

o Similar schemes are required for commercial and industrial segments.
caTaaTa 3R e aat & forw off S8t avg S A3t 1 3naegewdr gl

o Europe’s Energy Performance of Buildings Directive mandates increased use of

solar technologies in all new buildings and encourages innovative solutions like BIPV
through clear regulatory guidance and minimum performance standards.

T T Uerslt TBlH 31w Rfessw srRfFea @it v ot 7 )ik diqaifafeat & suer
I FeaT &l & 3R Fse g fean-fder 3 ~gera# ygeier A & SR BIPV o
AT FATLTST Mearied He &

e India can consider embedding BIPV provisions in its National Building Code, Energy
Conservation Building Code, and Eco Niwas Samhita.

R 39T TS 7T Wi, FoAT GI&TUT o791 Wiear, 31§ fovary wiear & BIPV
JTGTAT T M T TR AR I el ¢

o Demonstrating BIPV through pilot projects in public infrastructure (via public-private
partnerships) can improve visibility and encourage wider acceptance.

Ardstiare FiAATel o 7 yrree RIS & ATeTH @ BIPV 1 de el (Ardsiieish-farsit
ATNERY &) ST G2AT TGT Fehell & N AT TN T AT T el 81

o Boosting indigenous manufacturing through production-linked incentive schemes
and targeted R&D, alongside awareness programs for architects, planners, and building
developers, will strengthen the ecosystem.

Tt fafasor t qgrar 24T, Scures @ 3 WedTes Aot dR af@T srquu va
T & ATy aEgHRT, ASATRRT AR QTSI STaeRy & T SeTEshdr wRihH 36
ATRTEATAT T T FHSTeT hieT|

e Financial arrangements such as the Renewable Energy Service Company model and

long-term power purchase agreements can improve project reliability and enable
large-scale BIPV deployment.

IRITSTAT T AEHATAT FoT Foha ¢ 31N 92 YA W BIPV AT 1 TeTH T oha & |

e India cannot rely solely on ground-mounted and rooftop systems to meet its goal of
installing 300 GW of solar capacity by 2030.

HRT daer A e 3R oa W a9 RAvedw W AR 767 @ G & 37 98 2030 a&

300 GW B &17aT TUTRT FXa & o1& ol G AT U6l o
e Land-neutral solutions like BIPV need to be prioritised.

HfA-=gge WATUTT SR BIPV &1 Srafiesar & smeh =nfgu
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o The potential of BIPV for India’s existing building stock is estimated to be 309 GW.
HI 1 HIS[aT a1 T<ieh & T BIPV &I GHITA &THaT 309 GW 317hT 18 & |

e According to the World Bank, nearly 70% of urban infrastructure needed for India to
become a developed country by 2047 is yet to be built.

ge8 d & AR, HRd & TAHTAT G Tofat & ToIT 12T AL FIAATET T AT efarsyar
70% TeEwT 2047 @ 3780 ot A ATOmeR=T B

o This highlights the immense potential of BIPV to accelerate the nation’s clean energy
transition, but actualising it demands robust policy support, design innovation, and
a strong market push.

g BIPV &1 &2 & TaTF FoAT HHHUT l Jof el bl IaT &THdT T G2ITdT &, ol fched 39
AR A & TIT FArqa sAifer wordar, Bomgar qamr, 3R FAsay TR ewmgT H
HTTRIHAT |

A [GS Paper IlIl: S&T |

Visual question:

Identify the event based on the image given here. It
is annually observed on June 30. Why is it observed
on June 30 every year?
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imports jump
87% in India to
6-month high’
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Reuters
MUMBAI

India’s palm oil imports in
May surged to a six-month
high, as lower inventories
and the tropical oil’s dis-
count to rival soyoil and
sunflower oil prompted re-
finers to raise purchases,
according to five dealers.
Higher palm oil and
soyoil imports by India, the
world’s biggest buyer of ve-
getable oils, could support
Malaysian palm oil prices
and U.S. soyoil futures.
Palm oil imports in May
surged 87% month-on-
month to 6 lakh metric
tonne, the highest since
November 2024, according
to estimates from dealers.

May palm oil imports jump 87% in India to
6-month high

R A A & ITH 3T AT 87% TEHI 6
Al & 3ITAAH TAX W

India’s palm oil imports in May surged to a six-month
high, as lower inventories and the tropical oil’s discount
to rival soyoil and sunflower oil prompted refiners to
raise purchases, according to five dealers.

HRA H A & ITH TS HT ATATT BF Al & 3oadH T W
q@w,aﬁﬁﬁmtﬁ%aﬁtwmeﬁuaﬁmmﬁﬁ
3R STt et Y o H TEAT §elT RbIgerdt Y rfers
T & v aRa 3 @1 8, ¥ viw SRt F qam)

. Higher palm oil and soyoil imports by India, the world’'s
biggest buyer of vegetable oils, could support Malaysian palm oil
prices and U.S. soyoil futures.

HRA, SiY o o o1 Ted a3T deredfcl def TSR &, & garT 31T
9T 3T 3R SRTEd 3T ¥ #AARATE 919 3irger F Haar ik
AR ArATser T FI THIT At Tha &

o Palm oil imports in May surged 87% month-on-month to 6
lakh metric tonnes, the highest since November 2024, according
to estimates from dealers.

HS # 9T 3Tl T TATT ALIAT-GI-HAEIAT 87% TGHh< 6 T Hifew
T 81 31T, ST AdeX 2024 & §I¢, a4 38 g, Ig ARl

37T AT & ITER &
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GIA develops new
system to grade
lab-grown diamond

|GS Paper IlI: S&T |

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

The Gemological Institute
of America (GIA), consi-
dered the world’s foremost
authority on gemmology,
said later this year, it will
start using descriptive
terms to characterise the
quality of laboratory-
grown diamonds and no
longer use colour and clar-
ity nomenclature it deve-
loped for mnatural dia-
monds which had been in
use since 1953.

It means GIA will drop
traditional 4Cs (Colour,
Clarity, Cut & Carat
Weight) diamond grading
system for lab-grown dia-
monds to ensure clear de-
marcation between natural
and man-made diamonds.

Later this year, lab-
grown diamonds handed
over to GIA would receive
simplified descriptors — ca-
tegorised broadly as either
“premium” or  “stan-
dard”— or no grade at all if
the quality is subpar.

The institute said it
would continue to accept
laboratory-grown dia-
monds for evaluation and
identification.

Continued popularity
“Similar to other man-
made gem materials, we
anticipate the continued
acceptance and popularity
of laboratory-grown dia-
monds,” said Tom Moses,
GIA executive vice-presi-
dent and chief laboratory
and research officer in a
statement.

Amit Pratihari, MD, De
Beers India said, “GIA’s de-
cision is a timely and an
important move that
brings much-needed clari-
ty to consumers.

“It reinforces the funda-
mental differences bet-

i
GIA would continue to evaluate
laboratory-grown diamonds.

ween natural diamonds
and lab-grown — not just in
origin, but in emotional
and enduring value.

“We have always main-
tained that natural dia-
monds are rare, billions of
years old, and deeply sym-
bolic — a fact that resonates
strongly with Indian con-
sumers,” he said.

‘Remove confusion’

Kirit Bhansali, chairman,
Gem & Jewellery Export
Promotion Council
(GJEPC) said, “This change
will help eliminate confu-
sion by clearly distinguish-
ing how lab-grown dia-
monds are  assessed,
separate from the stan-
dards developed for natu-
ral diamonds.”

“For consumers, it
brings greater transparen-
cy and ensures that pur-
chasing decisions are
based on a clear under-
standing of a diamond’s
origin and characteristics,”
he said.

“For India, as a leading
hub for both natural and
lab-grown diamonds, this
change brings much-need-
ed clarity and balance to
the marketplace — allowing
both categories to grow
with greater transparency,
integrity, and consumer
confidence,” he added.
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GIA develops new system to grade lab-
grown diamond

GIA & - ERY & AfSr & fow 1w
reew Refa

The Gemological Institute of America (GIA), the
world’s foremost authority on gemmology, announced
that later this year it will start using descriptive terms
to characterise the quality of laboratory-grown
diamonds and will no longer use the colour and clarity
nomenclature developed for natural diamonds since
1953.

gferaT Y wiI@ T faaAeT §F4T Gemological Institute of
America (GIA) & gYyurT Y § fF 30 a¥ & 379 I« 9 ole-
et @RY Y F[uTaEr Y g F AT aoiarcae ersal #
39T F0 3T 1953 & wipfaw R F forw swaare Hir
& T 3R TISEar i ATATGS FT TR g FHT 3N

e  This means GIA will drop the traditional 4Cs (Colour,
Clarity, Cut & Carat Weight) diamond grading system for lab-
grown diamonds to ensure clear distinction between natural
and man-made diamonds.

SHHT AT ¢ 1o GIA -3 gRT & foIT IRIR 4Cs (T,
ST, he 3R T aoteT) AT [fFeH i Blg & drfes T fas
3R wrerE fafda @R & drer Tose faarsieT gt g @ |

. Later this year, lab-grown diamonds submitted to GIA will
receive simplified descriptors — broadly categorized as either
“premium” or “standard” — or no grade at all if the quality is
subpar.

=T aY & 31 dh, GIA F T 7T -3 ERT Y Tl Fawor
et i — Forems e & & v am “w¥sd” & v A
gaffepet fanam SITTa — 31 IfE TOTaT e g1l A hig A g1
et

e  The institute said it would continue to accept laboratory-

grown diamonds for evaluation and identification.

TEAT o &g & ag Hedise AR g8 & T -3 ERY sl TR T ST T@aT|
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Continued popularity
SR AR Tar

“Similar to other man-made gem materials, we anticipate the continued acceptance and
popularity of laboratory-grown diamonds,” said Tom Moses, GIA executive vice-
president and chief laboratory and research officer.

“He T ATTd TATHT Tt et 1 oXE, g4 35o0e & T ole-aitet ERT & Felispfal 3R
AR ISIAT STRY T8, GIA & Hdeh T SUTEFET iR T TAETRITAT Ud JTate ey
ST AJY F g

Amit Pratihari, MD of De Beers India, said, “GIA’s decision is a timely and important
move that brings much-needed clarity to consumers.”

S 1 3331 & vAS) AT UideR & e, “GIA T I8 o FFdmeehel 3R AgcaqUl
FEH & A STMFATIT T TS TISCAT YSTd T gl

“It reinforces the fundamental differences between natural diamonds and lab-grown —
not just in origin, but in emotional and enduring value.”

“7g Tk R 3R SAe-aieT ERT & ey AT HR P FT T § — el Scary & &
oTe1, Siceh HdeilcAe 3T TR qoa & Y|’

“We have always maintained that natural diamonds are rare, billions of years old, and
deeply symbolic — a fact that resonates strongly with Indian consumers,” he added.

“GH GHAT A Tg AT ¢ & T TTeh ek 1% golet, et Arer quy 31K 60S & efiepresnia &
— ¥ TLT AR STNFAIIHT & WY ITES A ST g3 &,” Segied S|

‘Remove confusion’
‘ST P qT HIAT

Kirit Bhansali, chairman of the Gem & Jewellery Export Promotion Council (GJEPC),
said, “This change will help eliminate confusion by clearly distinguishing how lab-grown
diamonds are assessed, separate from the standards developed for natural diamonds.”

Yoot T 3MMeNUT AT Hatiel aRwe (GJEPC) & 31egeT fohdle $TETell o #heT, “Ie Jeolld
HH I WcH A H FAC HWN Fi{eh Tg TIST FG H TATT o oA-3eT EIRT ohl HeATehed
S8 foar Srar 8, St wrepfdies ERT & forw fash @ Hretent & 37197 §1”

“For consumers, it brings greater transparency and ensures that purchasing decisions
are based on a clear understanding of a diamond’s origin and characteristics,” he said.

“Tg ITHIFAI3 & FAT 31feh TRERIAT A1 & 3R Fg FARTd el ¢ & @l favTa g
& 3cufay 3% RAwarsit & Tuse gHEer 9T 3menid &, 3l Ferl

“For India, as a leading hub for both natural and lab-grown diamonds, this change brings
much-needed clarity and balance to the marketplace — allowing both categories to grow
with greater transparency, integrity, and consumer confidence,” he added.

“HR & T, ST Arehfcreh 3R ole-aleT Sl §RT T YW e, 8, T§ Seelld SR H HTaTqh
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UK. facing race to avoid $1 bn EU carbon tax cost

NEWS ANALYSIS

Reuters
LONDON/BRUSSELS

Britain will struggle to link
its carbon market to the
EU’s in just seven months,
to avoid U.K. companies
facing the bloc’s carbon
border tariff and annual
bills of about £800 million
pounds ($1.08 billion) from
next year, market experts
have said.

Billed as part of a “re-
set” in relations after Bri-
tain’s 2016 exit from the
European Union, the two
sides announced last
month they will link car-
bon emissions trading sys-
tems. But neither side has
set a time frame or detailed
the work that must be
done to make this happen
before January, when Eu-

Clock ticking: Neither side set a time frame or detailed the work to
be done to make the link happen before January. REUTERS

rope’s carbon border tax
kicks in.

“It’s probably still likely
to take many years before
linkage takes effect. The
earliest is 2028, but it's
more likely to be 2029 or
even 2030,” said Ben Lee,
senior emissions analyst at
Energy Aspects.

The UK. government

said a key upside of linking
to the EU’s carbon market,
or emissions trading sys-
tem (ETS), is to avoid busi-
nesses being hit by the
EU’s carbon border tariff -
which, starting next year,
will impose fee on the CO2
emissions associated with
imports of steel, cement
and other goods. The U.K.

government said avoiding
these costs would save
£800 million pound a year.

But EU officials say to
get exempted from the le-
vy, Britain would need to
have linked its carbon mar-
ket to the EU’s.

‘Only in 2027

“Full linkage will take sev-
eral years given the com-
plexity of the process,
purely from a technical
perspective,”  ClearBlue
carbon market analyst Yan
Qin said, adding an “opti-
mistic” scenario could see
the link forged in 2027.

A spokesperson for the
British government said it
will seek to agree a carbon
market link as soon as is
feasible. “We will not pro-
vide a running commen-
tary on the progress of ne-
gotiations,” they said.

A Commission spokes-

person said the EU execu-
tive would “follow up swift-
ly” on the agreement, and
propose a negotiating
mandate to EU countries,
to launch talks with Britain
on the carbon market link.

Technical hurdles

To make a link happen, the
U.K. needs to adjust na-
tional rules for issuing car-
bon trading permits, bring
emissions permit auctions
in line with EU rules and
change national cap on
how much companies co-
vered by carbon market
can emit.

That’s not all. The EU
and U.K. schemes are also
not yet aligned on how ma-
ny free CO2 permits they
give industries. And the EU
carbon market has a spe-
cial “reserve” which adds
or removes permits from
the market to help stabilise

U.K. facing race to avoid $1 bn EU carbon tax cost

&, B $1 IR $Y FIel oy AN § To $ Blg HT FrHAAT

Britain will struggle to link its carbon market with the EU’s in just seven months,
risking £800 million ($1.08 billion) in annual costs for U.K. companies due to the
EU’s carbon border tariff beginning next year.

et Y 3erer AT AT 7 39 FrET ATHE F $Y F N H FSAS g0, TER IwTR
T § AR gt aTel $Y F FTaeT AT Yo &F FROT F,&. FATA4T 9T FTerar £800 fAfzer
($1.08 TforreT) &1 aYeT 3 WeherT A

prices. Britain’s scheme
currently lacks a “reserve”,
though it has a cost con-
tainment mechanism that
can act as a ceiling on pric-
es, something the EU
scheme does not have.

“Resolving the question
of a supply adjustment me-
chanism will likely be one
of the technical calibra-
tions that will need to be in
place before the two sys-
tems can link,” said Veyt
senior analyst Ingvild Sor-

us.

Some businesses argue
these issues are technically
straightforward to resolve.

“With the right political
will, an ETS linking agree-
ment between the EU and
U.K. could be signed within
six months, and operation-
al by 2028,” said Alistair
McGirr,head of policy and
advocacy at British energy
firm SSE.

o This linkage was announced as part of a “reset” in relations after the 2016 Brexit, but
no clear time frame or implementation roadmap has been agreed upon.

Ig Tolfehar 2016 AfFe & a1e Faet  “o7$ YT & TN & &7 A ANy Sy a1$ o,
aﬁmmﬁﬁéwmmmmmaﬁﬁ%‘l

o Experts believe that linkage is unlikely before 2028, and more realistically may happen
in 2029
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Tt &1 AT § T T8 fofher 2028 ¥ gt Warg A8t & 3R areafasar & I8 2029 AT
Igl & & 2030 F g Ghar &1

Carbon border tariff impact

FTeeT HAT Yo FHT TH1T

e Linking to the EU’s Emissions Trading System (ETS) would prevent U.K. businesses
from paying the carbon border tariff, which will apply to steel, cement, and other
imports from next year.

$ F 3cHNeT SATIR YUITET (ETS) & S5 & F,oh. T huleial i Frated HAT Yok T a0t &
Fee, TAerst, ST 31erel Tt & FheT, Waie 31X 37 3mardl 9X +freg ghem|

o The U.K. government estimates that avoiding this tariff could save £800 million per
year.

I F. TIHR T 3AN § o 58 Yo I Fa1a I Arelle1 £800 FATATeT Hr =1 8 Hehell B

« However, EU officials have clarified that exemption will only apply if the U.K. completes
carbon market linkage.

gleliteh, $ fORET &7 Tave 13T § 7o BT haer qaft A STa 3. 31961 Frelet AT
&l $g ¥ fw ol

Only in 2027
Ak 2027 A awa

e According to analysts, technical complexity means full linkage will take years, with an
optimistic scenario placing it around 2027.

TeIvehl & HTHR, AFhaireht SHfeAar3it & HROT G feifehar & avf o6y, HR FFRIcHS
gfealor 71 g 2027 A g Hehell B

e A British government spokesperson said the U.K. will seek an agreement as soon as
feasible but will not provide updates during negotiations.

fafeer aTHR & yaerdr o a1 7o Z o, foraelt Sedt Wara g HASAIAT el =g oifehet
AT % SR 93T FET S|

e An EU Commission spokesperson said the EU executive will act quickly to get
negotiating mandate from member countries and start talks with the U.K.

$ 3TN & Yool & gl o §F FRTrT G ST & T it Aol STod! TIed
.. F WY qrdT Y& B0

Technical hurdles

dehellehY 3=
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o The U.K. must adjust its national carbon trading rules, auction mechanisms, and
emission caps to match those of the EU.

.. T 3T TSI FraoT a1 frga, sfiemst vorelt, 3R s A @ sg &

3TAR e elaAT g1
e The two systems are not aligned on free CO2 permits. The EU ETS has a special
reserve to stabilise prices, which the U.K. scheme lacks.

alt guTferal HyFT CO2 RIAT o 7 Ueh HAT =781 & | $ Y TOTrel! H AT [ @l
forw farery Rard 8, S g.%. worrelt 7 1€ 81

e The U.K. system has a cost containment mechanism, acting as a price ceiling, which
the EU system does not feature.

3. 1 YUTTell H dera =1 &= § St e iy €17 & 9 F H1H AT 8, STafh §
YOIl & 0T IS AT G L

e Analysts say solving the supply adjustment mechanism will be a key technical issue
before linking the two systems.

TaRIS=AT oAl shgeT & Toh 3Mfet HATANSTET TF T AT AT Gledl TUMTAAT T SATSeT § Tgel
Teh HTH dAehailenl T g1aM |

Business response

TR gfafshar

e Some businesses believe these challenges are technically manageable and that with
political will, a deal could be signed within six months and operational by 2028.

O STIAT &I AT § 3 I YAl aapeirht 79 § g Fa A7 § 31 I vorehifas
gTORITEd g, dl B8 AL 3 FASAT [T ST Fehell § 3R 2028 T 1] &1 FhelT & |
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For the first time in
100 years, rare wild
orchid seen m UK.

GS Paper lIl: '
A:'?!‘.".'E?E‘.”??."_t_..--..-.---.E

LONDON

A new lady’s-slipper orchid, once believed to be
extinct in the U.K., has been spotted in the wild for
the first time in 100 years following a decades-
long conservation drive, experts said on Tuesday.

Over-picking by Victorian collectors, gripped
by the orchid craze of the time, was thought to
have made the yellow cup-shaped and purple-pe-
talled plant extinct by the early 1900s.

But a single plant was discovered in a remote
location in the Yorkshire Dales in northern En-
gland in 1930. Its location was kept secret and vo-
lunteers have since provided round-the-clock
monitoring to prevent it from being stolen.

Last summer, Yorkshire Wildlife Trust — sup-
ported by various conservation groups — disco-
vered the first new lady’s-slipper orchid to appear
in the wild since then, it said on Tuesday.

It is the culmination of a decades-long bid to
bring back the flower, and has sparked hopes that
it could one day be restored across its former
range in northern England.

Yorkshire Wildlife Trust secured a grant from
Natural England’s species recovery programme
two years ago to protect the habitat, rearing many
new orchids and reintroducing plants into suita-
ble terrains.

The new plant was spotted at one of the rein-
troduction sites, meaning that planted-out or-
chids had produced seeds that had germinated in-
to new plants.

Jono Leadley, managing the project on behalf
of Yorkshire Wildlife Trust, called it a “truly thrill-
ing moment”.

e Over-picking by Victorian

collectors, during the
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For the first time in 100 years, rare
wild orchid seen in U.K

100 &St & qgell aR forder 7 gevsr Starel
3iiférs @r I
A new lady’s-slipper orchid, once thought to be
extinct in the U.K., has been seen in the wild for
the first time in 100 years, following a decades-

long conservation effort, experts said on
Tuesday.

Harerar Y fadwaAT & qaran o feer 7 feqea aeh
ST aTelY ek A ASNST-FReuT 3HTfhs #1100 ast &
Ugall IR SITell T A S@T 3T, ST G2 $HT TIET0T
Frfren F1 IR g1

In a first: Britain’s rarest orchid lady’s slipper during a
flower show in London. FILE PHOTO

orchid craze of that era, was believed to have caused the extinction of the yellow cup-
shaped and purple-petalled plant by the early 1900s.

1900 % g2 T YFIHTA A 3iiehs & I Grarerah & FROT faFRTeT Hargshaiait carT
A diswis H1 S, foraw 75 fieh w9 & 3mFR I doreit gyt arar e feea &t

T HTSAT ITAT|

e A single plant was discovered in 1930 in a remote area of the Yorkshire Dales, and its
location was kept secret with volunteers guarding it round-the-clock to prevent theft.
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e TG IR 3R AR @ T F AT Tt @ 24 € e

¢ Inthe summer of last year, Yorkshire Wildlife Trust, supported by several
conservation groups, discovered the first new lady’s-slipper orchid in the wild since
that time.

oo a1a A AT 7 IFARR TBEEATE TFe A Fs FEIT FHE S AT H a9 8
Tgoll R A8 AU 3iTFHs I Sarelt F @]

o This marks the culmination of a decades-long effort to bring back the flower and has
raised hopes of restoring it across northern England.

Ig el AT FIRAAT 71 T g § 3R 508 58 398 $7els F R & w1 e o 3
st €
o Two years ago, Yorkshire Wildlife Trust received a grant from Natural England’s

species recovery programme to protect the habitat, raise new orchids, and
reintroduce them into suitable areas.

&l AT Ug e, ATHARN ATSe5al15h TEC I AUN 59013 F YA TAvUR FRFA &
3regeet TR, anfen Jmare iy e, 73 3iifdhs S seafar 3N ger:wder fomar o & |

e The new plant was spotted at one of these reintroduction sites, indicating that
previously planted orchids had successfully reproduced from seed.

% TS T 5o GoT-TUTIT Tl A § Teh W @M 31T, Torad Ig Tl fRel o vgel &
AT ITC G & dfisT & ATTH { AHeAdTgas 75 919 65 ¢

Jono Leadley, who manages the project for Yorkshire Wildlife Trust, described the
discovery as a “truly thrilling moment.”

ITHATAT AFESATRE TEC o [T S GRAISTAT &M Aicfed FX I ANl 1Sl of 3 Tiol &l "TFaa
A QATIF 87O FATT|
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MSC Irina, billed as world’s largest ship, calls at
Vizhinjam

ﬁaammwmmscsﬂmq‘g‘mmm

. Kavitha plans protest over notices to KCR by Ghose

panel today
oY Ye7er garT FHHR 1 A 70 Afeat & @are Fiaar wr

AT ygelet 3mer

PM to flag off Vande Bharat train between Katra and
Srinagar

TETAHAT e 3R AR F I 98 R & H) WG FLar

. Centre-left leader Lee wins South Korea presidency

gfaror ;R 7 Frega-arradt adr off wegufa gema S

. Kohli goes past Dhawan, holds record for most fours in

IPL

FIgal A 4T HI NS SIS, TSN #H FaA SA1ET TIFHT FHT
RS gamT

Krunal becomes first to win PoM award in IPL final twice
FOTTel IMSNTT BISeTel # &Y TN CAAT AT & AT qafot aTel
Ugel [@dTal 9ot

Royal Challengers break the duck, attain nirvana

el delord o f&are gar ater, fAator are e

. ‘I've given this team my youth, prime and experience’

A 57 O 1 319 AhaeT, 3 3 srepera R
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MSC Irina,
billed as
world’s largest
ship, calls at
Vizhinjam

[Pcs

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

MSC Irina, known as the
biggest container vessel in
the world operated by a
Swiss-based container
shipping giant, Mediterra-
nean Shipping Company
(MSC), reached the outer
anchorage of the Vizhin-
jam International Seaport
on Tuesday evening.

This is the first time MSC
Irina, the lead ship of the
MSC Irina class, a series of
six identical ultra-large
container vessels (ULCVs),
is sailing into the coast of a
south Asian port.

Berthing of the ship is
expected on Saturday or
Sunday, as six more vessels
are in the queue to berth at
the port before MSC Irina.
The Irina class ships have a
capacity of 24,346 TEUs
(Twenty-foot ~Equivalent
Units). The vessel could
carry more than 24,300
standard 20-foot shipping
containers stacked up to 22
decks.

MSC Irina, a massive
ship measuring 399.99 m
in length and 61.3 m in
beam, is the third ship in
the Irina-class to call at the
port. Earlier, MSC Tiirkiye
and MSC Michel Cappellini,
belonging to the same
class, had called at the port
here. The MSC Irina is ex-
pected to  discharge
around 4,000 container
movements here.

The port has handled a
total of around 7.2 lakh
TEUs containers after the
trial run and subsequent
operations began at the
port. In the current finan-
cial year, it has managed to
handle around 2.20 lakh
TEUs containers, accord-
ing to the port authorities.
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MSC Irina, billed as world’s largest ship, calls at
Vizhinjam

faeT &1 W 81 AT MSC T, qgmﬁﬁm
S

MSC Irina, known as the biggest container vessel in the world,
operated by the Swiss-based Mediterranean Shipping Company
(MSC), reached the outer anchorage of the Vizhinjam International
Seaport on Tuesday evening.

MSC 38T, for i T Fa@ 931 FeerX STgTer AT o 8 3R R
Racatels Rua afFeas RN Syt (MSC) Fofad &l §, Hraar
A FI RS AT Femg & aedt o7 fag 1 ag=m

o This is the first time that MSC Irina, the lead ship of the Irina class, a
series of six identical ultra-large container vessels (ULCVs), is sailing into a
South Asian port.

IE ggell R & ST MSC 30T, Y SRAT FoITH 7 TF THIA Hoel-dTol heaAT STgTatl

T AT T TG STETl %,mmmmw@%l

. The berthing of MSC Irina is expected on Saturday or Sunday, as six
more vessels are in queue to berth at the port ahead of it.

MSC 384T & FEI9ME T A1 T 3FHIE Afear AT IR & &, FAifh T8 uger

BF 3T TS Teol A FaR H g |
. The Irina class ships have a capacity of 24,346 TEUs (Twenty-foot
Equivalent Units).

SR FaTH STeTAT T &7HaT 24,346 TEUs (T3 $e siFadole gfaca) Bl

o MSC Irina can carry more than 24,300 standard 20-foot containers,
stacked up to 22 decks.

MSC 38T 7 24,300 ¥ HAF ATTF 20 e HFTA of ST N &THAT &, [oiee 22 3F
e T&oh ToRaT ST HeheT &

Specifications and Previous Calls

favor 3R gge 3mITHEA

. MSC Irina is a massive ship measuring 399.99 meters in length and
61.3 meters in beam.

MSC 384T Teh f3eiTer STETeT § foraenT oiars 399.99 #Hiex 31 aisrg 61.3 Aex &1
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e ltis the third ship in the Irina class to call at the Vizhinjam port.

g SRET FATH FT IR ST & ST [afSeois sedeng W AT & |
o Earlier, MSC Tiirkiye and MSC Michel Cappellini, also from the same class, had
visited the port.

SEY Tgo, MSC efFw 31 MSC e 39l St oot Forra & €, ¥ ofY 59 deteme &1 akr
T 2|

e MSC Irina is expected to discharge around 4,000 container movements at the port.

MSC 53T @ F0 4,000 FEX FHIAC 1 3ARTS 1 371G ¢ |

Port Operations and Performance

eI Y FRYOITS 31T ygei=

e Since the trial run and operations began, the port has handled around 7.2 lakh TEUs
in total.

T80T T 3R HATeleT Y X & 1 U ST o ool AR TS 7.2 a1 TEUs
e’ St GHTT &

¢ In the current financial year, the port has handled about 2.20 lakh TEUs, according to
port authorities.

TAAT T 9§ F, ST o TITHIT 2.20 @ TEUs SealRl Y THTST &, VAT SS@TE
UTfrhOT T gl g

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page98



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Kavitha plans protest
over notices to KCR
by Ghose panel today

[PCs

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

Protesting against the not-
ices issued to BRS presi-
dent and former Telangana
Chief Minister K. Chan-
drashekhar Rao by the Jus-
tice P.C. Ghose Commis-
sion probing alleged
irregularities in the Kalesh-
waram Lift Irrigation
Scheme (KLIS), BRS MLC
and Telangana Jagruthi
chief K. Kavitha will stage a
maha dharna at Dharna
Chowk, Indira Park, on
Wednesday.

The dharna will witness
participation from KCR fol-
lowers and members of the
Telangana Jagruthi, ac-
cording to a statement. Ir-
rigation and agriculture ex-
perts will speak on the

K. Kavitha

benefits of the KLIS and ex-
pose the alleged ‘vicious
politics’ by the ruling Con-
gress party during the
protest.

The Congress had
charged the BRS of swin-
dling 1 lakh crore in the
name of the Kaleshwaram
Lift Irrigation project.

Kavitha plans protest
over notices to KCR
by Ghose panel today

Oy Yo7er gaRT FHIBR
&I Aot T AfeHt F
& Hiaar &1 [y
geele 3T

K. Kavitha, BRS MLC and
Telangana Jagruthi chief, will
stage a maha dharna at
Dharna Chowk, Indira Park,
on Wednesday.

¥. sfaar, 3 A3 vATaH
AR FY e 9, iR o
HETURAT HMN|

o The protest is against the
notices issued to BRS president
and former Telangana Chief
Minister K. Chandrashekhar Rao
by the Justice P.C. Ghose
Commission, which is probing
alleged irregularities in the
Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation
Scheme (KLIS).

Ig faRrer ey sreget AR q@

Aol AT . TEAEI AT H
wara#fet A8, gy 3mahr ganr S
T AEHT o T &, ST FreeaH

e =€ Astar (KLIS) & Fia safzat fr s s wr i
o The dharna will see participation from KCR supporters and Telangana Jagruthi
members, as per a statement.

Teh ST & 3TAR, e A FHHT FHSF AR AT FR]F F FETT 197 09|

o During the protest, irrigation and agriculture experts will speak on the benefits of
KLIS and will also expose the alleged ‘vicious politics’ of the ruling Congress party.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page99

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

Pal ala
www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

TR & GTeT, FaTE 3R FT R KLIS & amsit o) a1d ey 3R wares Fidw ardt
FRAT ‘THIR TSAA T 3SR T |

o The Congress party has accused the BRS of swindling ¥1 lakh crore in the name of
the Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation Project.
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PM to flag off Vande
Bharat train between

Katra and

IPCs

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will flag off the first
Vande Bharat train service
to Kashmir on June 6, rail-
way officials said on
Tuesday.

While the earlier plan
was to inaugurate the 272-
km Udhampur-Srinagar-
Baramulla Rail Link project
on April 19, the pro-
gramme was deferred ow-
ing to unsuitable weather
conditions. The Pahalgam
attack led to further
deferment.

Prior to the attack, Mr.
Modi was set to travel to
Srinagar for the inaugura-
tion. Now, he will flag off
the train from Katra on
Jammu side, officials said.

The Vande Bharat train
journey from Katra to Sri-
nagar will reduce the travel
time to merely three

Srinagar
|

The Kashmir version
of Vande Bharat

is equipped with
climate-specific
adaptations

hours. “Currently, the road
route takes at least six to
seven hours,” railway offi-
cials said.

Railway services pre-
sently operational are bet-
ween Baramulla-Srinagar
to Sangaldan in the Kash-
mir Valley.

The Kashmir version of
Vande Bharat is equipped
with climate-specific adap-
tations to provide advance
heating systems in sub-ze-
ro temperatures.

The driver’s front loo-
kout glass is embedded
with heating elements for
defrosting, and to ensure
clear visibility during
harsh winter.

PM to flag off Vande Bharat
train between Katra and
Srinagar

TUTeTHST Her 3T s & i
d¢ HRT ST FI TqTAT FLar

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will flag off
the first Vande Bharat train to Kashmir
on June 6, railway officials said.

Yo ARFINET & TarT o geraEE a3l
AIEY 6 T[T F FAR & fAT ygell ¢ 9 &
&Y IGTT FLaT|

o Earlier, the plan was to inaugurate the 272-
km Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla Rail Link
project on April 19, but it was postponed due
to unsuitable weather conditions.

Tge ot AT foh 272 et & suwqR-
AATR-ARI T ¥ fAF WISt 719 ardder 1
3eHrest fohar ST, oifeheT reTeher AlGH 7 g1 &
FROT hAshd I TN T a2

e The Pahalgam attack caused a further
delay in the programme.

wmma:wwmamﬁaﬁta'&g‘él

o Before the attack, Mr. Modi was scheduled
to visit Srinagar for the inauguration, but now
he will flag off the train from Katra, officials
added.
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e The Vande Bharat train will reduce the travel time between Katra and Srinagar to just
three hours.

T IR o7 FeT 3R AN & fier A1 7 AT g Faer et g T 9|

e Currently, the road route takes at least six to seven hours, according to railway
officials.

fthergTer, H5e AT & IE I BF § A1 g H Qg1 &, Yeld AR & 37aR |
o Railway services currently operate between Baramulla-Srinagar to Sangaldan in the
Kashmir Valley.

TAHATT F T YT FIHAR A1 F TRIFAT-ANTIR & FTIETa I Falford aiel ¢ |
e The Kashmir version of the Vande Bharat train is specially adapted to the climate,
with advanced heating systems to withstand sub-zero temperatures.

FeAR F AT 92 #R T AT FAaY F HTAR AT T & srppfera fovar arr g, orasd
T A A ATIATT H FHIH A & ToIT earat ifeer e B

o The driver’s front lookout glass has heating elements for defrosting and maintaining
visibility during harsh winter.

ZTEaT F1 ATHA Y f@zh F AT vfddiew oot §, St ab gea 3R For aféat & ek
GRIAT FATT [@ A HAGE FA g |
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Centre-left leader
Lee wins South
Korea presidency

...........................

Agence France-Presse
SEOUL

South Korea’s centre-left
leader Lee Jae-myung
hailed voters’ “great deci-
sion” as he was declared
the winner of a snap presi-
dential election early Wed-
nesday, capping months of
political chaos.

Six months to the day af-
ter former President Yoon
Suk Yeol plunged the coun-
try into crisis with his dis-
astrous declaration of mar-
tial law, official results
from the National Election
Commission showed Lee
had defeated conservative
rival Kim Moon-soo, who
had earlier conceded the
race.

Voter turnout was 79.4%
— the highest since 1997.

“I will humbly accept
the choice of the people.
Congratulations to the
elected candidate Lee Jae-
myung,” Mr. Kim said as
the last ballots were still
being counted.

Mr. Lee had -earlier
thanked voters for placing
their trust in him, saying
he would do his “utmost to
fulfil the great responsibili-
ty and mission entrusted
to me, so as not to disap-
point the expectations of
our people.”

Reaching out

In a nod to South Korea’s
growing partisan divide,
exacerbated by the chaos
after Mr. Yoon’s martial law
bid, Mr. Lee said those that
did not support him re-
mained “fellow citizens”
and promised to “move
forward with hope and
make a fresh start from this
moment on”.

He also promised to
“pursue dialogue, commu-
nication, and cooperation”
between Seoul and its
arch-enemy Pyongyang,
with  which relations
plunged to their lowest le-

Lee Jae-myung

vel in years under Yoon’s
hawkish approach.

Mr. Lee will take office
almost immediately, as
soon as the commission va-
lidates the tally, likely early
on Wednesday.

With 96.74% of the total
ballots counted overnight
it was mathematically im-
possible for Mr. Kim to
catch him, the official fi-
gures showed.

Mr. Lee will face a bulg-
ing in-tray, including global
trade vicissitudes chafing
the export-driven econo-
my, some of the world’s
lowest birth rates and an
emboldened North Korea
rapidly expanding its
arsenal.

An exit poll by the three
major broadcasters had
earlier projected a victory
for Mr. Lee, prompting his
supporters to break into
cheers outside the National
Assembly, as party officials
watching from inside the
parliament started a chant
of “Lee Jae-myung”.

For weeks, major polls
had put Mr. Lee well ahead
of Mr. Kim — Mr. Yoon’s La-
bour Minister — who strug-
gled with party infighting
and failed to convince a
third party candidate to
unify and avoid splitting
the right-wing vote.

After months of turmoil
and a revolving door of
lame-duck acting leaders,
many South Koreans said
they were eager for the
country to move forward.
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Centre-left leader Lee wins South Korea
presidency

gfaror FINAT 7 FAega-amadY A4r «ff Iseufa
Coickeic)

South Korea’s centre-left leader Lee Jae-myung hailed
voters’ “great decision” as he was declared the winner of
a snap presidential election early Wednesday, ending
months of political chaos.

gfaror FINAT F FeA-arAIY AT off - F JUIR Fag
Wf¥a gu srarers gu Tvgufa gama & s aRoms H
HACTIAT3 1 “HgT 0T Fard ge AT, fSrad Torehfaes
HHE & HENAT HT 3 §I;T|

» Exactly six months after former President Yoon Suk Yeol
triggered a national crisis with his martial law declaration, official

results showed Lee defeated conservative rival Kim Moon-soo,
who had already conceded the race.

81 B A Ugel Yd Useufd I JF Aol SaRT ARKS @if Y whyor
X IS FHE 3] el & d1G, AR Adiair 7 fear fF e o
wieardr gfaead) e a7e1-g 1 53T, foegiel ugel &1 gora 7 g AT
ot oft|

e Voter turnout reached 79.4%, marking the highest level since
1997.

Aderd yfaerd 79.4% qum,a’rwg?a;mmm%l

» Kim Moon-soo said, “I will humbly accept the choice of the people.

Congratulations to the elected candidate Lee Jae-myung,” as the
last ballots were still being counted.

STel 3T ATIOTAT SIRY Y, T Foar - 7 T, “H Sfetall & o
Y T @ THAR AT § | il SFHIGAR ol -7 T T3 "

e Lee thanked voters for placing their trust, promising to fulfil the
great responsibility entrusted to him and not disappoint public
expectations.

N ¥ AGSTAT3 &Y 34 32T & [T eegare e 3R arer frar

ag WY T AT &1fed T fAHTIAY 3R et ¥ 3FHATel S farrer g it

* Acknowledging the partisan divide worsened by Yoon’s martial law attempt, Lee said
even those who did not support him are “fellow citizens”, and pledged to “move
forward with hope and start afresh.”
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e Y AT A Y IR T ¢ RARURIcAS FA$11eT T ThFRA GC o o gl & S el
3oTohT AAY 7181 X, I Y "Fg-AeTReE" § 3R 3egiat arer fhar o7 o "3mem & ary ey
qE 3R TS LTI YT |"

e Lee also committed to pursuing dialogue, communication, and cooperation with
North Korea, where ties had hit a low under Yoon’s hawkish approach.

o o AR HINAT & WY WaTg, HAR AR AT 1 A1 Sela 7 arer &, srgi g i

mmﬁﬁwmﬁaﬁwwq@mal

o Lee is expected to take office almost immediately, once the commission validates
the tally, likely early Wednesday.

ot & Ferar gag S €1 IATa AT IROTAT Y GO HI, TeHIeT I& TEOT i
THTEGT B |

o With 96.74% of ballots counted overnight, it became mathematically impossible for
Kim to catch up, according to official figures.

AT F 96.74% #aAT HY Frerel & are, 3nfAHRE st & 37ER fve & fow wearens
T & St wT 7 7|

o Lee will face several challenges including global trade issues, low birth rates, and an
emboldened North Korea expanding its weapons arsenal.

ol T &S Gl Tl T HIHAT AT g1 oY e SATIR FAFAT, FH o &F, IR 3T
HINAT IR 3191 FAAR 3R 1 Aoir § FER|

¢ An exit poll by three major broadcasters projected Lee’s win, sparking celebrations
outside the National Assembly, where party members chanted “Lee Jae-myung”.

el 93 TR gaRT foh 31T wfdste e # off FT i Sr FHTa=T ST 1% o, s
TSERT WHT & TG ST YE 81 I1 3R 1t hrdencii3it o "oft SA-FGar & AR T |

e For weeks, polls had shown Lee ahead of Kim, whose campaign was weakened by
party infighting and failure to form a right-wing alliance.

$S gFAT O TohT ITT FAGTUT 3 oY T foheT & 31191 fe@mar I &, foaehT 31T ardt &
mmmmmmﬁmﬁm@n

o After months of political turmoil and weak interim leadership, many South Koreans
expressed desire for the country to move forward.

TSAAAF FYA-GIT 3R FAAR FARHA AJcd & Al & d1G, S STET0T HIRATS AR
Y 82T & 1A T T 3T AT |
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Kohli goes past Dhawan, holds
record for most fours in IPL

i '."F;'C'S' """""""""" 3 'V: VIJAY SONEJI

Virat Kohli, with 271, holds the record for most fours by a batter in
IPL history. He hit three boundaries against Punjab Kings in the
2025 final to overtake Shikhar Dhawan. Incidentally, Kohli now has
1159 runs against PBKS, the most against a team in the league,
going past his 1149 against CSK.

BT

Kohli goes past Dhawan,
holds record for most
fours in IPL

Pl o g F fi B,
gdive # @ ST gt
&1 RP1e To=T

Virat Kohli, with 271 fours, now
holds the record for the most
fours by a batter in IPL history.

fae Sigel & AT 39 rSdive
sfaera & gaa s 9tei (271 9tF)
&1 P18 g1

e He hit three boundaries against

Punjab Kings in the 2025 final to
overtake Shikhar Dhawan.

2025 & BTSI & YoITe feH & &elih
Jogial el Tl I @R aad & i

e Kohli now has 1159 runs against PBKS, the most runs by any player against a single

team in the league.

HIgell & AT PBKS & &S 1159 T 81 97T 8, St fondly 8fY T&aTst gant v & & f@as

Y AT A & |

e He surpassed his own previous best of 1149 runs against CSK.

37giel CSK & TR 3rqal [ Wit 1149 & o Repls o ey i3 feam|
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RARE HONOUR Krunal becomes first to

Krunal becomes first to win win PoM award in IPL final

PoM award in IPL final twice twice .
OIS TSNTT Brgeter H QY

-_ R TR AT § AT Fo1a) ared
™ Tgd Qe a=t

Krunal Pandya became the first
player to win the Player-of-the-

-

%?::A-M - Match award twice in an IPL final.
1 !'. - -
?I"QAIR\’A& ; FOITE WIS ST Prgarer 7 a1 AR
Krunal Pandya became the first player to win the . His bowling spell of 2 for 17 helped
Player-of-the-Match honour in an Indian Premier League final twice. Royal Challengers Bengaluru win the
While his spell of two for 17 sealed the title for Royal Challengers title against Punjab Kings.
Bengaluru against Punjab Kings, his crucial 47-run knock helped 2 T ST 17 ToT FT 37T Hearsy o e
Mumbai Indians defeat Rising Pune Supergiant in 2017. . : . .
Aelord Feres 1 Gora fFew & T@ord
f@dare foram|

o Earlier, his crucial 47-run innings helped Mumbai Indians defeat Rising Pune
Supergiant in the 2017 final.

SEY UG, 2017 & BISeTel H 3ofeh! AGeaqur 47 I 1 91t o Ha$ S3Iw o1 wefier qor
FISAIE & e i &ers &Y
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Mission accomplished: Patidar & Co. are on cloud nine after wiping away years of disappointment and heartbreak with a hard-fought triumph over Kings. VLAY SONEX

Royal Challengers break the duck, attain nirvana

Krunal comes up with a

DPATRIOTICIAS

“h-winning spell as Kohli realises a dream: Shepherd gets the big wicket of Shreyas after a slew of cameos take RCB to 190: Shashank wages a lone battle for Punjab

",'I 18 F a dazzling array of titles ~ SCOREBOARD attack in the seventh over, Save for a cameo fron
- sl and milestones, added the ¥ 7 the left-arm spinner tied  Phil Salt, CB top-or
RS e Dayal (not out) 1 (1b); Extras Priyansh Arya ¢ Saltb Hazlewood  whts. in 20 overs): 184 :
one highlight missing in ROVAL CHALLENGERS b oy s o4 ! i the batters in knots by der stayed cautious.

Ashwin Achal
AHMEDABAD

oyal Challengers
RBung@\luru is no
longer the brides-

maid. From being a three-
time runner-up, RCB final-
ly scaled the peak to lay

the list.

Patidar’s distinction

Rajat Patidar, in his first
season as RCB captain,
achieved what many of his
exalted predecessors -
Kohli, Anil Kumble, Rahul
Dravid, to name a few -

Phil Salt ¢ Shreyas b Jamieson 16
(9b, 2x4, 1), Virat Kohli c &b
Omarzai 43 (35b, 3x4), Mayank
Agarwal ¢ Arshdeep b Chahal 24
(185, 2x4, 1x6), Rajat Patidar lbw
b Jamieson 26 (16b, 14, 26),
Liam Livingstone lbw b Jamieson
25(15b, 2x6), Jitesh Sharma b
Vyshak 24 (10, 2x4, 246),

(w-9): 9; Total (for nine wkts. in 20
overs): 190.

FALL OF WICKETS
1-18 (Salt, 1.4 overs), 2-56
(Mayank, 6.2), 3-96 (Patidar,
105, 4-131 (Kohli, 14.5), 5-167
(Livingstone, 16.5), 6:171 (Jitesh,
17.4),7-188 (Shepherd, 19.2),
8189 (Krunal, 19.4), 9-190
(Bhuvneshwar, 19.6)

24 (19b, 4x4), Prabhsimran Singh
(Impact Player for Chahal) c
Bhuvneshwar b Krunal 26 (22b,
2x6), Josh Inglis ¢ Livingstone b
Krunal 39 (23b, 1x4, 4x6), Shreyas
Iyer ¢ Jitesh b Shepherd 1 (2b),
Nehal Wadhera ¢ Krunal b
Bhuvneshwar 15 (18b, 1x6),
Shashank Singh (not out) 61 (30b,
3x4, 6x6), Marcus Stoinis ¢ Dayal

FALL OF WICKETS
143 (Priyansh, 4.6), 2-72
(Prabhsimran, 8.3), 3-79 (Shreyas,
9.4),4.98 (Inglis, 12.1), 5-136
(Wadhera, 16.2), 6-142 (Stoinis,
16.4), 7-145 (Omarzai, 17.2).

RCB BOWLING
Bhuvneshwar 4-0-38-2, Dayal
30-18-1, Hazlewood 4-0-54-1,
Krunal 4-0-17.2, Suyash (Impact

keeping an exceptional
length. The 34-year-old
conceded just 17 runs in his
four overs, to go with the
wickets of Prabhsimran
Singh and Josh Inglis.
Shashank Singh (61 n.o.,
30b, 3x4, 6x6) hung
around in an attempt to

Kohli (43, 35b, 3x4) tool
up the anchor role, keep
ing the ball along the
ground and running quicl
singles and twos.

This did increase the
pressure on his partners
who were forced to adop
aggressive tactics. With the

¥ ] Romario Shepherd lbw b KINGS BOWLING b Bhuvneshwar 6 (2b, 1x6), Player for Mayank) 2-0-19-0, - .
claim on the IPL trophy. could not attain. Arshdeep 17 (0, 1xh, 16), Keunal Arshdeep 4040, Jamieson Azmatullah Omarzai c sub Sh‘szrd 0301 ) spoil the RCB party, tono  run rate dropping below
Seventeen editions of In front of a packed  pangyac Shreyas b Arshdeep 4 4.0-48-3, Omarzai 4-0-35-1, (Bhandage) b Dayal 1 (2b), Kyle Toss: PBKS. avail. Shreyas called itright  nine, RCB needed Jitest
yearning and heartbreak  house, filled predominant- (55 ghuvneshwar kumar ¢ Vyshak 4-0-30-1, Chahal 40-37-1.  Jamieson (notout) 0 (2b); Extras  PoM: Krunal. at the toss, and like he did ~ Sharma to go all guns blaz
turned into unadulterated  ly by RCB supporters, the  priyansh b Arshdeep 1 (2b), Yash PUNJAB KINGS (Ib-8, w-3): 11; Total (for seven RCB won by six runs. against MI, chose to field ing. Jitesh was up for i

joy for the massive fanbase  franchise choked a nervy first. Spells of rain a few  witha10-ball 24.

as RCB shut out Punjab  PBKS. RCB seemed to have  performance. ball outside off stump from  cessful chase against Mum-  IPL title. Shepherd may hours before the start of PBKS would have felt i
Kings by six runs in the fi-  dropped the ball by mak- Victory  celebrations medium-pacer Romario bai Indians in the Qualifier ~ have picked up the big the outing made the pitch  did well to restrict RCB tc
nal at the Narendra Modi  ing 190 for nine, but more  started early, when the in-  Shepherd. 2, leftthe field forone. And  wicket of Shreyas, but it  wet, which led to the RCB  below 200, but ther¢
Stadium here on Tuesday.  than made up for it withan  form PBKS skipper Shreyas Shreyas, the master- with him went PBKS' was Krunal Pandya who batters taking a circum-  would be no stopping RCE
Virat Kohli, the owner of  excellent bowling Iyer nicked an innocuous mind behind PBKS' suc-  hopes of winning amaiden  set it up. Coming into the  spect approach. from making history.

Royal Challengers break the duck, attain nirvana

e delordt o f&raret y@r dier, faator srea frar

Royal Challengers Bengaluru (RCB) is no longer the runner-up. After being three-
time finalists, the team finally won the IPL trophy.

Il FATH d9Te]% (RCB) HT Fael T-3T 781 ¢ | et IR BIeTel g & q18 QA A

3rdd: mEded Y S ot

o After 17 seasons of longing and heartbreak, RCB defeated Punjab Kings by 6 runs in
the final at the Narendra Modi Stadium on Tuesday, bringing pure joy to its huge
fanbase.

17 ®eTet T gNeT 3R AT & 1 HATTTaR o Al A T 247 F RCB & 919 fFed
T 6 T U BT 3T THehT T 3R et &Y

o Virat Kohli, who has many titles and milestones, added the one missing highlight —
the IPL title — to his record.
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e Figel, St arg s 3T 3tk RerE €, & 319 snddiver @ame oY 3r9a a7 St
IR

o Rajat Patidar, in his first season as RCB captain, achieved what greats like Kohli,
Anil Kumble, and Rahul Dravid could not.

TS IIEER & 379 et &) Heier 37 RCB &dTel & &9 3 98 3UciTey giddl I, 5 Figel,
aﬁﬂﬂmﬁm@aﬁsé@mﬂﬁwwm

e The final was played in front of a packed stadium, dominated by RCB fans, where they
held their nerves and defended 190/9 with a stellar bowling show.

Wwﬁg@%ﬂwﬁ@mw,aﬁRCBmﬁﬁwmm 3R & =7 190/9
THR T ATAGR IeaTsil UG2TeT oh A1 Fa1d fehT|

e The celebration began when PBKS captain Shreyas lyer was dismissed for 1 run by
Romario Shepherd, breaking Punjab’s momentum.

9 PBKS & Ftdlel 499 3121 &1 1 T W AATRAT A%S A 3M3¢ fohar, Jaiy s $ir
QBT 81 1S 3R Tara 1 a1fy g 713

e Shreyas had earlier led a brilliant chase against Mumbai Indians in Qualifier 2, but his
early dismissal shattered PBKS' title hopes.

ATH A Uge! FATAGRR 2 7 F{GS $BIA & Wl AR I Well Y, it $H I Safahr

STedT T3¢ gleTT PBKS &Y f&aret 37Aie) & aig 7|

+ While Shepherd took the key wicket, it was Krunal Pandya who laid the foundation with
a tight spell of 4 overs, 17 runs, and 2 wickets.

gTalTeh ABS o HAgcaquT faehe foraT, Aifehet 3rael siia Fomer wigar ¥ 1@, fowgiet 4 sitaw #
17 3= X 2 fdhe farm|

e He dismissed Prabhsimran Singh and Josh Inglis, tying down the batters with his
exceptional length and accuracy.

3egiel THTAARS g 3R FTer e o 313¢ o 3R 31 &ars 3R adwar &
TooIaTolT Sl a8 S IW@T|

o Shashank Singh tried to fight back with an unbeaten 61 off 30 balls (3 fours, 6 sixes),
but couldn’t take PBKS over the line.

Q2T AT o 61 T (30 9, 3 Tk, 6 SaFh) T ATeIE IR & AT Y HIfAr A, AfereT
PBKS &I Siid sTg1 fear ama|

o Shreyas lyer won the toss and chose to field first, as he had done against Mumbai
Indians.

ATH 3T 1 T SIcTohY TE ol AGATST hiat T Bl fohdT, SHET o1+ Ha$ s3aa &
et oY fovar am|

e Rain before the match left the pitch wet, making the RCB batters cautious in their
approach.

HT I ugel IR & HROT A 3fiell gY 918, f59d RCB & Seddrsr Id gl Wl |
o Except for a quick cameo by Phil Salt, the top order played with restraint.

el Alee Hl BIga MY FH o TIH & 1Y TeolaTol S|
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Virat Kohli scored 43 off 35 balls (3 fours), played the anchor role, and focused on
singles and doubles.

fartre igelt 7 43 T (35 die, 3 9l) ST GU UHT Y s{fAehT fovenrs 3N Toh-U, Er-al T
X €T higd foma|

e This cautious approach increased pressure on his partners, requiring Jitesh Sharma to
attack.

3 Tdh ToolaToll I IeTe AT W ga1d Jer iR foraer et &1 3mshres Welar 9sT|
o Jitesh Sharma delivered with a 24 off 10 balls knock, giving RCB a boost.
foraer AT ¥ 10 3ig # 24 T T IR FIdX RCB &1 a1fet &1

e Though PBKS managed to restrict RCB to under 200, they could not stop them from
creating history.

gellish PBKS o RCB &l 200 I @ & I U T, aifeheT o 3¢ 3faera Toa & 181 U
qh|
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Truly special: Kohli is overcome with emotion at the end of amemorable campaign. PTI

Ashwin Achal
AHMEDABAD

When Royal Challengers
Bengaluru sealed the deal
against Punjab Kings, Virat
Kohli fell to the ground.
Overcome with emotion,
he buried his face in the
turf, before his delighted
teammates rushed in to
mob him.

Means the world
Having spent his entire IPL
career with RCB, to lay his
hands on the elusive tro-
phy meant the world to
Kohli.

The poster boy of the

franchise, Kohli dedicated
the win to the ardent RCB
fans.

“This win is as much for
the fans as it is for the
team. It has been 18 long
years. I've given this team
my youth, prime and expe-
rience.

“I've tried to win it ev-
ery season, and I gave it
everything I have. To final-
ly have the IPL title is an
unbelievable feeling.

“I never thought this
day would come, I was
overcome with emotion af-
ter the last ball was bow-
led,” Kohli told the broad-
caster after the famous

win. Kohli underlined his
deep connection with the
city of Bengaluru.

“I've stayed loyal to this
team. I've had moments
otherwise, but I stayed
with them, and them with
me.

Heart is with Bangalore
“My heart is with Banga-
lore, my soul is with Banga-
lore. Tonight, I'll sleep like
a baby,” Kohli said.

The 36-year-old added
that the team’s auction
strategy was criticised, but
the players never lost faith
in the ultimate cause.

Kohli hugged his old

Honours board

2008 | Rajasthan Royals
2009 | Deccan Chargers
2010 | Chennai Super Kings
2011 | Chennai Super Kings
2012 | Kolkata Knight Riders
2013 | Mumbai Indians
2014 | Kolkata Knight Riders
2015 | Mumbai Indians
2016 | Sunrisers Hyderabad
2017 | Mumbai Indians
2018 | Chennai Super Kings

The award
winners

= Orange Cap:

B. Sai Sudharsan (Gj)

= Purple Cap:

Prasidh Krishna (GT)

= MVP: Suryakumar Yadav
(MI)

® Fairplay award:
Chennai Super Kings

= Emerging Player of the
Season: B. Sai Sudharsan

® Catch of the Season:
Kamindu Mendis (SRH)

friend and former RCB
teammate AB de Villiers,
who joined the team cele-

2019 | Mumbai Indians
2020 | Mumbai Indians
2021 | Chennai Super Kings
2022 | Gujarat Titans
2023 | Chennai Super Kings
2024 | Kolkata Knight Riders

Royal Challengers
Bengaluru

2025

brations on the ground.
“What ABD has done for
the franchise is tremen-
dous. I told him “This win
is as much yours as it is
ours. I want you to cele-
brate with us’. He deserves
to be on the podium, lifting
the cup,” Kohli said.

‘'ve given this team my youth, prime and experience’

‘Aot 57 &1 Y 391 Alaet, hd 3R 3regera e &

When Royal Challengers Bengaluru (RCB) won against Punjab Kings, Virat Kohli
fell to the ground, overwhelmed with emotion, and buried his face in the turf
before his ecstatic teammates surrounded him.

99 el dolord d97ef% (RCB) & 9orma fohew &1 gy, at favre sigelt smaansit & rfdogm
AT ST W AR 317 3R 379 AT g # a1 o, T 39 scaiea It @ 3=
race

e Having spent his entire IPL career with RCB, winning the trophy meant everything to
Kohli.

39T 1 ITERUS FRAT RCB & A1 T4Te & e, ShhY et gt o v &9 o |
o As the poster boy of the franchise, Kohli dedicated the win to RCB fans.
ThaTgoll & e 91T & &I H PIgell o I§ ofid RCB TAHST & FHIT 37|
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e “This win is as much for the fans as it is for the team. It has been 18 long years. I've
given this team my youth, prime, and experience.”

"Ig S [SdetT & & fIT §, 3eiT &1 weiehl o forw 8t | I8 18 |Tel T ofar AW @1 g1 Hel
58 & &l 39T Flae, 3y, AR 3repera e 1"

o ‘| tried to win it every season and gave it everything. To finally win the IPL title is an
unbelievable feeling.”

"Hel g Hrstet A Siiciat Y IR T 3R T Fo Fleh 7| 3icaT: Irgdiee f@ara Si=m
TS fgu=y vga g1"

e ‘I never thought this day would come. | was overcome with emotion after the last ball.”
"Het el FTET Grar o7 o Ig &7 3mmuem| 3@ 3ig & a1 A Hraesit ¥ X =T

o Kohli expressed his deep connection with the city of Bengaluru.
Igell o AT AT { T IEY 3T bl Skl T

o “I've stayed loyal to this team. There were moments otherwise, but | stayed, and they
stayed with me.”

"H 58 AH & 9 IWTER TET| ST H $ &707 TH 3T, Afehed Hod Trey f3smm 3R 3ol ofr
A Fry fem”

e “My heart is with Bangalore, my soul is with Bangalore. Tonight, I'll sleep like a baby.”
"FRT fer dareR & 1Y &, A 31T doraR & T g ST Td H q=d Y g ;I

e The 36-year-old added that the team’s auction strategy was criticised, but the players
never lost faith in the mission.

36 T Higel =1 el o A A Aermet oy A1 3iTelraaT g5 o, Ak Raenfsat 2

3gaed W F) faearw 1t @

o Kohli hugged his old friend and former RCB teammate AB de Villiers, who joined the
team on the ground for celebrations.

gl o 39 R 777 3R g8 RCB |y walt 3t fafa=mt al aver o, it siest & e
glet o foIT HeleT & 31|

o “What ABD has done for this franchise is tremendous. | told him — ‘This win is as much
yours as it is ours.”

"ABD & 3 gl & fIT St & fohaT § 98 AER ¢ Hel 38 gl — I ST foc=r
gANT 8, 3ceit & Jrery sl g 1™

“I want you to celebrate with us. You deserve to be on the podium, lifting the cup.”
"H TTET § o A SHR AT ST HATHT | JH HT T ST 38T F e a1l"
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