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Telangana to seek opinion of MPs
on Godavarl-Banakacherla project

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

The Telangana govern-
ment will seek inputs from
all MPs from Telangana be-
fore finalising its stance on
the Godavari-Banakacherla
project proposed by And-
hra Pradesh.

Irrigation Minister N. Ut-
tam Kumar Reddy on Tues-
day announced that a
meeting with MPs from
both the Lok Sabha and
Rajya Sabha, cutting across
party lines, will be held at
his office in Hyderabad on
Wednesday at 4 p.m.

The meeting will be at-
tended by Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy Union Mi-
nisters G. Kishan Reddy
and Bandi Sanjay Kumar.

Mr. Uttam Reddy said
the State has urged the
Centre to reject the pre-
feasibility report of the Go-
davari-Banakacherla pro-
ject, which is currently be-
ing reviewed by Central
Water Commission under
the Ministry of Jal Shakti.

A presentation on the
project is expected during
the meeting, following
which suggestions and
feedback from the MPs will
be invited.

Meanwhile, BRS leader
and former Irrigation Mi-
nister T. Harish Rao has
urged Mr. Uttam Reddy to
press Union Jal Shakti Mi-
nister C.R. Patil to convene
an Apex Council meeting
to address what he called a
violation of the Andhra

Pradesh  Reorganisation
Act, 2014.

Mr. Uttam Reddy reject-
ed Mr. Rao’s claim that Te-
langana would gain 112.5
tmc ft of Krishna water if
80 tmc ft is diverted to the
Krishna Delta through the
Polavaram project.

He also urged Union En-
vironment Minister Bhu-
pender Yadav to reject
Andhra Pradesh’s request
for Terms of Reference for
the modified Polavaram Ir-
rigation Project.

In a letter sent on Mon-
day, Mr. Uttam Reddy al-
leged that A.P. has made
unauthorised alterations to
components of the project
implementation process in
both the Krishna and Go-
davari basins.

Telangana to
seek opinion of
MPs on
Godavari-
Banakacherla
project
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The Telangana
government will seek
inputs from all MPs from
Telangana before
finalising its stance on the
Godavari-Banakacherla
project proposed by
Andhra Pradesh.
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Godavari-Krishna-Penna River Linking Project

METa-FON-U=AT At SIS URIIST

= Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu is actively pursuing the project, which has
been his long-cherished dream — to link the Godavari River with the Penna River through the
Krishna River.

- 3% TS P GOTHA T, IsaTg ATag 39 URAISHI B iehd U & 31 51 3@ §, St I7abl
TEUET AT 8T § — MeTast 7} & oM A & [z F 991 A1 I Se|

= As part of this ambitious initiative, he proposes to build a massive reservoir at Bollapalli in
Guntur district and Banakacherla in Nandyal district, which would facilitate the diversion of
Godavari waters to the Penna basin.

- 3 ggaTdie Ugd & T & ¥U H, I5i T o & dieenmucett SR Heme ford & s-eraer o
%ﬁmﬂ%ﬁﬁmwmr@%ﬁrﬁmwﬁﬁwéﬁﬁﬁsﬁ?ﬁsﬁﬁgﬁmm
|

¢ lIrrigation Minister N. Uttam Kumar Reddy on Tuesday announced that a meeting
with MPs from both the Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha, cutting across party lines, will be
held at his office in Hyderabad on Wednesday at 4 p.m.

s 3l ver. 3997 FAR 1A F Avraar 1 avor S F dmae 3R Teawe & @i gl

& WIHaT & Y Ueh d3& JUAR I ATA 4 ToF SGIEIG (8T 3eTeh HrATery # graf|

e The meeting will be attended by Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy, Union Ministers G.
Kishan Reddy and Bandi Sanjay Kumar.
58 4o # FEIHA T. 39 1331, FAT 7 SfY. frere 153 3iR 93 o FAR nfA g |
e Mr. Uttam Reddy said the State has urged the Centre to reject the pre-feasibility

report of the Godavari-Banakacherla project, which is currently being reviewed by the
Central Water Commission under the Ministry of Jal Shakti.

A 397 I o FgT & ToT THR o el ATFT FATAT & 3T FEIT STl AT gRT
HHIETT T 517 TG MSTa-FeAramaar IRAST T q&-sqagriar RUlE 1 3ediFd e &
fore &g @ sy R B

e A presentation on the project is expected during the meeting, following which
suggestions and feedback from the MPs will be invited.

3o & aNTeT IRATSTAT ) Tk SEfar 1 Sireett, fores are wrwel @ gema ik wfafmare
AT ST

Response from Opposition and Legal Concerns

fraat v gfafdan it FeET Rane
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e BRS leader and former Irrigation Minister T. Harish Rao has urged Mr. Uttam Reddy
to press Union Jal Shakti Minister C.R. Patil to convene an Apex Council meeting to
address what he called a violation of the Andhra Pradesh Reorganisation Act, 2014.

famed Aar 3 g ard w7 . gder va 7 47 397 133 @ 39 o 3 Ffa aer
afFa 7l @R, aifed W) vdFw FEFA A 5F o) 1 aa1a 7ol difeh e w&er

garetee AT, 2014 & Soerae s FATHET fohar ST Hh|

e Mr. Uttam Reddy rejected Mr. Rao’s claim that Telangana would gain 112.5 tmc ft of
Krishna water if 80 tmc ft is diverted to the Krishna Delta through the Polavaram
project.

A 3TA G A A T & 34 &1 A 3 HA1 o 37 drarater aR@iear & amegw ¥ 80
St Fe qTelt FEOT ST Y R AT AT, o AT HY 112.5 STHHA FE FEOT el
[GEE/

e He also urged Union Environment Minister Bhupender Yadav to reject Andhra
Pradesh’s request for Terms of Reference for the modified Polavaram Irrigation
Project.

3egiel T qaTaRr Ft adE ATET U IR R R & wafae dierater R afaieren
o ToTT ey geer & T 3T IHIW & AT AT IHEdlpd Al

e In a letter sent on Monday, Mr. Uttam Reddy alleged that A.P. has made
unauthorised alterations to components of the project implementation process in
both the Krishna and Godavari basins.

WIHAIR I A 7T 9F 3 A 377 3537 A 3R o1 3 3imer wger o Feom 3R Msrady Hat
IR F IR FFaTeage ufhar & gl 7 srde gRade fFo g

Central Water Commission (CWC)

HEH T TN (CWC)

e Central Water Commission (CWC) is a technical organization of India in the field of water
resources.

o P TS HRIRT (CWC) HRA FT oIt HATYAT & §F A Tt T8 ¢ |

e Itis presently functioning as an attached office of the Department of Water Resources,
River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation, Ministry of Jal Shakti, Government of India.

o g IAHM H HRA WBR & oTd Wfad WA &b ot S8, 71 faepr™ 3R v wRaor fawm
TP Ha¥ P & FU H R B IE 6

e The Commission is entrusted with the general responsibilities of initiating, coordinating and
furthering, in consultation of the State Governments concerned, schemes for control,
conservation and utilization of water resources throughout the country, for purpose of
flood control, irrigation, navigation, drinking water supply and hydro power

development.
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It also undertakes the investigations, construction and execution of any such schemes as
required.

g MaGHATIR Wt arerrsft &t i, fHator s fraraaet ot arar g

Leadership and Structure of CWC

CWC T Aq 3R AT

CWC is headed by a Chairman, with the status of Ex-Officio Secretary to the Government
of India.

CWC FT Aqcd TP & FRd 2, T8 YRT WHR A U ARG &1 goll Ui gial g |

The work of the Commission is divided among three wings, namely, Designs and Research
(D&R) Wing, River Management (RM) Wing and Water Planning and Projects (WP&P)
Wing.

« 3TN H1 B i =mRarei & favifiora § - fewmsw ts R (p&R) faw, frar aRwde (Rm)
faT 3R aTe” W= T Wisieew (wpap) faT|

= Each wing is placed under the charge of a full-time Member with the status of Ex-Officio
Additional Secretary to the Government of India and comprising a number of organizations
responsible for the disposal of tasks and duties falling within their assigned scope of functions.

- TS TG &1 OGR! U YuisTierd Hew &1 Aidt et 8, forg YRd WaR & ue srfafvad
TRIT &1 g1 UTe Bl 8, 3R 378 U ds 64 gid & of fuifa sraf 3k sda & fwreA
& forg ITReR 81 B

3TN 1 QX <=1 § are FPrd=rvn, R, g, tasra Smyfe ik Safdgyd e & e 9
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Despite deportations and visa denials, Indians stand by Trump

Indians continue to show strong support for the U.S. President even as many countries lose faith in him

I DATA POINT

Vignesh Radhakrishnan

latively high opinion of U.S.
President Donald Trump and
his ability to handle immigration
policies, even though confidence
in his leadership has declined
sharply or remained low among
people of other countries. This
strong support comes despite inci-
dents of forced deportations of In-
dians and a rise in visa denials for
Indian students. Pew Survey data
also shows that a smaller share of
Indians considers him “danger-
us” or “arrogant” compared to
those of other countries.

In the survey conducted bet-
ween February and April, only
27% of Indians said that they had
“no confidence” in Mr. Trump to
handle the country’s immigration
policies. This is the third lowest
share among the 24 countries sur-
veyed (Chart 1). Notably, 29% of
Indians declined to offer an opi-
nion on this issue — the highest
such share by a wide margin. The
remaining 45% expressed confi-
dence in Mr. Trump’s handling of
immigration policies.

The opinions in India were re-
corded in the same month as well
as in the months following the de-
portation of about 1,000 Indians
by the U.S. In fact, in February, the
first month of Mr. Trump’s presi-
dency, U.S. visas issued to Indian
students declined by 30%. This
drop was much steeper than what
was recorded for Chinese, Vietna-
mese, or Japanese students. In the
survey, 59% of Japanese respon-
dents expressed no confidence in
Mr. Trump’s ability to handle im-
migration policies, while 87% of
Mexicans believed so.

More recently, the Trump admi-
nistration paused the scheduling
of new visa interviews globally and
expanded its vetting of foreign stu-
dents’ social media accounts. The
U.S. government also terminated

l ndians continue to hold a re-

or revoked the visas of more than
1,000 international students — ma-
ny of them Indians.

In the survey, 53% of Indians ex-
pressed confidence in Mr. Trump’s
ability of handling climate change
issues. This was the third highest
share among the 24 countries sur-
veyed, behind Kenyans and Niger-
ians (Chart 2). This answer came a
month after Mr. Trump signed an
executive order to withdraw the
U.S. from the Paris Agreement.

Only 34% of Indians described
Mr. Trump as “arrogant” — the se-
cond lowest share among the 24
countries surveyed, and well be-
low the 24-country median of 80%
(Chart 3). Similarly, only 36% of
Indians considered him “danger-
ous”. This was again the second
lowest share; the median was 65%.
Half the Indian respondents said
Mr. Trump is “able to understand
complex problems”. This was
among the highest shares across
the countries surveyed. The share
of Indians who described him as
“honest” was 50% - the third
highest share after Nigerians and
Kenyans; the median was 28%.

Over 90% of people in Canada,
Australia, Sweden, the Nether-
lands, and Spain considered Mr.
Trump “arrogant” and over 70% of
them said he was “dangerous”. In
Sweden, only 19% of people said
that he understands complex pro-
blems and only 20% in Germany
said that he is honest.

Also, 52% of Indians have confi-
dence in Mr. Trump of doing the
right thing in world affairs. This is
the fourth highest share behind Is-
raelis, Nigerians, and Kenyans. Just
23% of Indians said they have no
confidence in Mr. Trump to do the
right thing; this is the second low-
est share behind Nigerians.

In the Netherlands and France,
only 22% of the respondents said
they had confidence in Mr.
Trump’s ability to do the right
thing. In Sweden and Mexico, over
85% of respondents said they had
no confidence in him to do the
right thing.

In Trump,

Chart 1: The % of respondents who have confidence/no
confidence in Trump to handle immigration policy

Confidence

Mexico

No confidence

Refused :

Indiz

The data for the charts were sourced from the 2025 Global Attitudes Survey
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Chart 3: The % who say Trumpis ...
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mix of telephone, face-to-face and online interviews. Survey results are based
on national samples
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Chart 2: The % of respondents who have confidence/no
confidence in Trump to handle climate change
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Chart 4: The % who have confidence/no confidence in
Trump to do the right thing regarding world affairs
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This analysis draws on nationally representative surveys of 28,333 adults across 24 countries (not including the U.S.) conducted by the

Pew Research Center in the Jan. 8-April 26, 2025 period
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Indians continue to show strong support for the U.S. President even as many
countries lose faith in him.

F$ g2t & 9 W & R 3o+ & FTasg, AR S ASqg FAL 1€ W@ &

Indians continue to hold a relatively high opinion of U.S. President Donald Trump and
his ability to handle immigration policies, even though confidence in his leadership has
declined sharply or remained low among people of other countries.

3o 320 A €U T Aefea aTHaT W fI2ard 7 BRrae 311e & drasje, SR ST Araete
AT T HHToTel 3 SeTehT &THAT ol oleh IUETh 3o TT T o |

This strong support comes despite incidents of forced deportations of Indians and a
rise in visa denials for Indian students.

g AT FAAT T T ST TET ST HRAAT o et farataet 3R ol & forw der
IEdpla 7 e gs|

Pew Survey data also shows that a smaller share of Indians considers him
“‘dangerous” or “arrogant” compared to those of other countries.

g FF 3T % ITAR, 3T AT T Jolell 7 o HRAT T 1 TS AT “GHIY AT &
In the survey conducted between February and April, only 27% of Indians said that
they had “no confidence” in Mr. Trump to handle the country’s immigration policies.

B & I & T FU ITT TS H hdel 27% HRARAT 7 gl Toh 3o ¢ T ATgsteT Afaar
Y Gl T P Aear w1gt &1

This is the third lowest share among the 24 countries surveyed (Chart 1).
g 24 M H T Naw gad FA 9fAra g (@c 1)

Notably, 29% of Indians declined to offer an opinion on this issue — the highest such
share by a wide margin.

AT FT A, 29% HRARAY o 3T AT 9 FI$ T AET & — Y T Ty ot F wad rf+w &1
The remaining 45% expressed confidence in Mr. Trump’s handling of immigration
policies.

AV 45% o7 T T TSI Al T ol fAETH S|

The opinions in India were recorded in the same month as well as in the months
following the deportation of about 1,000 Indians by the U.S.

R & I8 T 38 78 317 1,000 SRART & et & 91¢ F FHELAT 7 gof &7 TS|

In February, the first month of Mr. Trump’s presidency, U.S. visas issued to Indian
students declined by 30%.

TY & ISUfd Totol & Tgol Flel BLad) 7 ARG ST T FIRY i1 30% T 74T

This drop was much steeper than what was recorded for Chinese, Vietnamese, or
Japanese students.

Ig faRrae e, fRaasmd ar Srare St 6T gofer 7 Fwrdr srfa oY)

In the survey, 59% of Japanese respondents expressed no confidence in Mr. Trump’s
ability to handle immigration policies, while 87% of Mexicans believed so.
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Td # 59% STt 31 87% AfFaast GfQenray o ¢u 1 gt sNfa W FE fFeary 78t

STATAT|

e More recently, the Trump administration paused the scheduling of new visa
interviews globally and expanded its vetting of foreign students’ social media
accounts.

BTt & & T UM o A ST FIaTTehRY A FAT-grof Ak & 33 RAgef ot & e
#Hfzar @rat Y s FF FerE|

o The U.S. government also terminated or revoked the visas of more than 1,000
international students — many of them Indians.

HANFH THR 1 1,000 F 317 AW BT & 1 Eg e a1 3Eg fve — a7 &
Fs ARAT |

e Inthe survey, 53% of Indians expressed confidence in Mr. Trump’s ability of handling
climate change issues.

aqd H 53% AT & S T STerary IRadeT T GHTelel T 41T I [a2ard STamar|

o This was the third highest share among the 24 countries surveyed, behind Kenyans
and Nigerians (Chart 2).

Ig 24 3t F T N @ Fa afera o1, FarE 3 AREE Aniiet & a1 (@e 2)|

e This answer came a month after Mr. Trump signed an executive order to withdraw the
U.S. from the Paris Agreement.

g 3R ¢ GaRT AR 1 IRT FASG & I fAwraat & v Frdar) 3nger ) geaai
Fel & TH AGIA a8 37T

e Only 34% of Indians described Mr. Trump as “arrogant” — the second lowest share
among the 24 countries surveyed, and well below the 24-country median of 80%
(Chart 3).

HaeT 34% HRART o ¢U I “BHIY gl — Si 24 2T H & gHT T F yfaerd & 31K 80%
¥ 3itaa O F1h F (T 3)|

o Similarly, only 36% of Indians considered him “dangerous”. This was again the second
lowest share; the median was 65%.

ST NG, A 36% HRART o 3¢ “WeaATF AT | I Y 8 guT e o faered &;
AT 65% 2Tl

« Half the Indian respondents said Mr. Trump is “able to understand complex
problems”. This was among the highest shares across the countries surveyed.

3Te IR wfasniaY & et o <u “sIfee gaeansit &) gage & gar §1 ¥ od o arw
SRl & Faw 3 yfderat 7 & o7

e The share of Indians who described him as “honest” was 50% — the third highest
share after Nigerians and Kenyans; the median was 28%.

TY I “SHTAGR” Sdlel dTel HRAAT T gfaerd 50% AT — ASSIRATS 3R a1 ARTRS &
g1, T g9 310w, et 3iaa 28% |

e Over 90% of people in Canada, Australia, Sweden, the Netherlands, and Spain
considered Mr. Trump “arrogant” and over 70% of them said he was “dangerous”.
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FaTeT, 3reeforT, e, AeTelsw 3 T 7 90% & 3= At A ¢ Fr “gHH” 3R
70% ¥ 3TF o 3¢ “@dATHR” AT

In Sweden, only 19% of people said that he understands complex problems, and only
20% in Germany said that he is honest.

TS H hael 19% AN oF FgT fF T STfeer TREAHT Y FHTA &, 31 T 7 Faer 20%
T 3o¢ SATAGR S|

Also, 52% of Indians have confidence in Mr. Trump of doing the right thing in world

affairs.

T 8, 52% ARAAY T faeg A & €0 & T AT A 7 &737ar o fa2ar T B

This is the fourth highest share behind Israelis, Nigerians, and Kenyans.

IE SIS, ATSAIRATE 3 FeAT$ ARIRGT & a1c Tty o F=r afaera 21

Just 23% of Indians said they have no confidence in Mr. Trump to do the right thing;
this is the second lowest share behind Nigerians.

Shael 23% AT & gl foh 3¢ T & WY HT FGot T IS 37T o781 &; I8 ABANRAE

AR & d1C THT ah FH qfard ¢

In the Netherlands and France, only 22% of the respondents said they had confidence
in Mr. Trump’s ability to do the right thing.

el 3kt v & Faer 22% gfasniaal & ¢u Hr gd ok A= Y erar | R[aw

STATAT|

In Sweden and Mexico, over 85% of respondents said they had no confidence in him
to do the right thing.

Fdtse 3R AfFaHY 7 85% @ 31 il F FaT fob 3¢ ¢ & w AviT oxd 1 71§ 371

K

In Venezuela’s El Dorado, residents weigh gold to buy daily groceries

EL DORADO

In the Venezuelan mining
community of El Dorado,
the majority of residents
carry around gold instead
of cards or cash to pay for
groceries.

They live in a town
named after the mythical
City of Gold and untold
riches — but most of them
are ]
Merchants use scales to
carefully weigh the flecks
people guard in plastic pill
bottles or wrapped in piec-
es of paper, and market
goods are priced in weight
of gold.

For 0.02 grams, you can
get a small packet of maize
meal, for one gram a pre-
packaged bag of groceries

that includes flour, pasta,
oil, margarine, ketchup
and milk powder.

A gram of gold can pur-
chase between $85 and
$100 worth of goods, but
takes hours of back-break-
ing work to amass. If you're
in luck.

“Gold is a blessing given
to us so we can buy what
we want, but you have to
work hard,” 48-year-old
Jose Tobias Tranquini said
in the town of 5,000 resi-
dents mostly employed in
mining - legal and illegal.

“One day at the mine
you might find nothing;
there are lucky people who
have gotten up to a kilo (2.2
pounds), but... I haven't
had that kind of blessing.
I've only gotten a little bit,”
said Tranquini.

El Dorado’s residents
have limited access to
banking services.

They could sell their
gold at one of the dozens of
dealers that dot the streets,
but most prefer not to.
Gold - unlike the battered
Venezuelan currency that
has lost 50% of its value

this year - does not
depreciate.
No gold, no life

El Dorado arose as a mili-
tary fort as Britain and Ve-
nezuela squared off in 1895
over the mineral- and oil-
rich region of Essequibo
now at the center of an in-
creasingly heated territo-
rial dispute with Guyana,
which has administered it
for decades.

The oldest inhabitants

Precious trade: A man works at an artisanal gold mine in the town

of El Dorado, Bolivar state, Venezuela. FILE PHOTO

of the town remember that
when it rained, particles of
gold emerged from the
town's clay streets.
Nowadays, the streets
are tarred, though poth-
oled, and the population
rely for transport mainly

on motorcycles that zoom
noisily to and fro.

Hilda Carrero, a 73-year-
old merchant, arrived in
Eldorado 50 years go in the
midst of a gold rush.

The town, she recalls,
was just “jungle and

snakes... It was ugly."

Carrero sells cans of wa-
ter for 0.03 grams of gold
apiece — about $1.50 - but
business, like mining
hauls, is erratic. Some days
she sells nothing.

“If 1 don’t have gold 1
have no life,” Carrero
sighed.

It can be hard to make a
living in a place where
abundant reserves of gold,
diamonds, iron, bausxite,
quartz and coltan have at-
tracted organized crime
and guerrilla groups that
mine illegally, and sow
violence.

Extortion of small busi-
ness owners is rife, and 217
people were killed in the
four years to 2020 in clash-
es between rival criminal
gangs.

Environmentalists also
denounce an “ecocide” in
the heavily-exploited area,
and mine collapses have
claimed dozens of lives.

Hazardous work
Around El Dorado, there
are NUMerous camps pro-
cessing the gold-laden
sand that miners dig up
daily.

In tall sheds with zinc
roofs, mountains of sand
are milled in machines that
work with modified car en-
gines, then washed in wa-
ter and toxic mercury to
separate the gold from oth
er metals,

Tiny particles almost
imperceptible to the naked
eye are trapped in a green
mat which is shaken out to
collect them.

The granules are finally
heated with a blowtorch to
remove impurities before
the gold can be traded or
sold.

It is hard work, and ha-
zardous.

“The danger of this is
the smoke"” produced by
the mercury burning off, a
mill owner explained while
smukm,,, a cigarette.

at a mine visited by AFP
spent four hours that day
processing a ton of sand.

For their efforts: one
gram of gold.

“We'll use it to buy food
and whatever is needed at
the mill,” a worker who
asked not to be named said

as he cupped a tiny grain of

gold in coarse hands.
It was a good day.
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In Venezuela’s El Dorado, residents weigh gold to buy daily
groceries

JASTAT & Ter RIS A forarel Sfa weret @diear & fare |
dferar &

In the Venezuelan mining community of El Dorado, the majority of residents carry
around gold instead of cards or cash to pay for groceries.

AASTAT F Welel 817 UeT SRIST A Jrfrawrer frareht aredt @dee & fow w1 a1 1)
T WA AFT T B

They live in a town named after the mythical City of Gold and untold riches — but most
of them are poor.

q T TH ¥ H I@d & [Tl ATH Hledierd Al & Mg’ 317 3r&lie Fufer & HmaR @ 931
& — oifdhet 37H & 31fRepier oot T §

Merchants use scales to carefully weigh the flecks people guard in plastic pill bottles
or wrapped in pieces of paper, and market goods are priced in weight of gold.

GERTICR olleT Cefed oy atelt Y el a1 Frerer 7 faae ol @ F Fo1l A die & faT
TS T SEAATS A 8, R TR 7 TEIT WA & Fotet 7 e Tohd T AT &
For 0.02 grams, you can get a small packet of maize meal, for one gram a

prepackaged bag of groceries that includes flour, pasta, oil, margarine, ketchup
and milk powder.

0.02 ATH T H AFEH FT ATT T Ueh BT Uohe fATTT &, STt T ITH Fley 3 3ATET, ITEdT,
A, AT, Fa9 3R g 9138T oI DSl arer v aredt de Ao gl

A gram of gold can purchase between $85 and $100 worth of goods, but takes hours
of back-breaking work to amass.

TS A [T $85 F $100 cTeh I TEJT WIS Hohell &, Afehe] S Feheal A o foIT wet
HTSA AgeAd el ISl g

“Gold is a blessing given to us so we can buy what we want, but you have to work
hard,” said 48-year-old Jose Tobias Tranquini in the town of 5,000 residents mostly
employed in mining — legal and illegal.

"Jre vk el § Saw g5 i arg af WG Thd g, olfohed 38 folT Agald T84l &," 48
ity SR afeare et s argr, i 5,000 ATt ater X & Ed €, o & 3ifsaR

AT et AR I3 T A I g

“One day at the mine you might find nothing; there are lucky people who have gotten up

to a kilo (2.2 pounds), but... | haven’t had that kind of blessing. I've only gotten a little
bit,” said Tranquini.

"Teh &t Welel 7 Fo ot o1 T, A &R0l o181 §; o sregerell st 1 v fral (2.2 9133)
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o BT T8 &, Afther... 7Y QAT AT e e Ao o s 2Ner & A, EFaen

el

El Dorado’s residents have limited access to banking services.

TeT BRTET & TAarieat i dfar farsit Hr dfFa oG 2|

They could sell their gold at one of the dozens of dealers that dot the streets, but most
prefer not to.

q 3791 Tled T TShT I thol HF VAT SHTITRAT T 5T Tohl &, ol [hed SITGIAT SI19T VAT I6T

AT 9IS Hd |

Gold — unlike the battered Venezuelan currency that has lost 50% of its value this
year — does not depreciate.

HIAT — SH ATl YT 50% FIA AT ThY FASN AT Y FT & faqld — Fqeq &
g s1ET orar|
No gold, no life
o AT, A g

El Dorado arose as a military fort as Britain and Venezuela squared off in 1895 over
the mineral- and oil-rich region of Essequibo, now at the center of an increasingly
heated territorial dispute with Guyana.

Tl SRTST Ueh Her foaT Seend 39T T 57 1895 # fareet 3 doiqpuen & @fasr sk aor @
FeeH vAfFaal &7 1 A T R, S 319 I & |y & e 1 d g

The oldest inhabitants of the town remember that when it rained, particles of gold
emerged from the town’s clay streets.

MR & Wi el A1e st € o e anfer @YY, A erg< & e arel arfei @ ¥ &
0T STeX fAeheld 4|

Nowadays, the streets are tarred, though potholed, and the population rely for
transport mainly on motorcycles that zoom noisily to and fro.

3ToTehel TS ST & gah! &, gTefifeh T3eeR, 3 a7 Aramana & fov 7y &9 & o
ATt arel AreasfRdl W AR E

Hilda Carrero, a 73-year-old merchant, arrived in Eldorado 50 years ago in the midst
of a gold rush.

73 THfT SR fFesr HRY 50 AT gger T Y 815 & GRIT Tl 3RTET 3778 |
The town, she recalls, was just “jungle and snakes... It was ugly.”
gg ITe FAT & T a9 g BT Shdel "SHaTer X ATGY... FT SATHT UT... I§ HIATTH ATI"

Carrero sells cans of water for 0.03 grams of gold apiece — about $1.50 — but
business, like mining hauls, is erratic.

HRT Tt F fBed 0.03 ATH W 7 STAT § — T $1.50 — A feheT SATIR, S b TGeted
39, AT §
“If I don’t have gold | have no life,” Carrero sighed.

"3 A 9T \YAT AT, A FRT SHaeT ABE §," FRY oF FaTl
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It can be hard to make a living in a place where abundant reserves of gold, diamonds,
iron, bauxite, quartz and coltan have attracted organized crime and guerrilla groups
that mine illegally, and sow violence.

U FUTT TR SATIRT TATAT HIRbo 81 Tehell § ST61 e, R, el qMFATSE, Faresr 3
Frece & R HSR o FAfST Irorer 3R Aot TR Taggh ot 3mepfa fomar &, S
f&ar e €1

Extortion of small business owners is rife, and 217 people were killed in the four years
to 2020 in clashes between rival criminal gangs.

BIC AT § T AT a1 £, 3R 2020 7F F TR st 7 217 «ver FRIgT hr o
3TS9Y H AR 37T

Environmentalists also denounce an “ecocide” in the heavily-exploited area, and
mine collapses have claimed dozens of lives.

qaTaorfagt F &t s HIY glgeT arel 819 3 "gATaIor HER" FI Tl 1 g, 3R @aeT
gereasit ¥ gt aert Y 31T 915 ¢

Hazardous work
GdleTTs Sy

Around El Dorado, there are numerous camps processing the gold-laden sand that
miners dig up daily.

Tol SRTSY & 3T F% IR § S @fevent ganr UsTmern fAenrelt a18 W I 3 1 Iad
ERC R

In tall sheds with zinc roofs, mountains of sand are milled in machines that work

with modified car engines, then washed in water and toxic mercury to separate the
gold from other metals.

S Y S arer 32 A=Y F 1T & TB1E) F FAMRAT FR SoteT arel) FeN=T & frar srar g,
et 3 fader ar & et Ao BT 315 T3t A 3T T ST B

Tiny particles, almost imperceptible to the naked eye, are trapped in a green mat
which is shaken out to collect them.

9t T ¥ ARF W @ar arer GaaT For g A 7 68 o71d &, [59 For ¢ Ay 1
foehTeT ST B

The granules are finally heated with a blowtorch to remove impurities before the gold
can be traded or sold.

ol HUIT Y SeAleTd § I Fileh RYCTUAT §TS STl &, cllfeh 3¢ a4 AT SATIR FohT ST Heb |
It is hard work, and hazardous.
Ig s A @aATATH FI g

“The danger of this is the smoke” produced by the mercury burning off, a mill owner
explained while smoking a cigarette.
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"FHA TRT IR & ol ¥ fAsheral arel 4 A @I §," oo e annfores 2 fyane dia go

EEIRIN

o A family of five working at a mine visited by AFP spent four hours that day processing
a ton of sand.

TUHYY ZaRT Y IS WeTel 7 A Y g TT A & Tk IRaR & 39 3 v e Ya &t
9 e H IR "¢ S9Ny |

e For their efforts: one gram of gold.
3eTehl Ageld T Thel: T ATH AT

o “We’ll use it to buy food and whatever is needed at the mill,” a worker who asked not to
be named said as he cupped a tiny grain of gold in coarse hands.

"§H U WAT 3R A A Y off T 81 af @I, Teh Halgy o hel, Toldel Tgaret el
oTEl T, 3T 3T GG &7 F TF BIE Wt F FH0T ! Jehs QT AT|

¢ |twas a good day.
g U 3eoT fga |

TOPICS COVERED GS Paper II: Polity, Governance, and International
Relations)

1. Indians with ‘own vehicles’ told to leave Iran’s capital
ST hY TTHTY W 39T MfFAY F HRAAY FF fAwas Hr
Hellg

2. Modi at G7 Outreach Summit
G7 33l @y gFdAde # A

3. Working with India to help evacuate those waiting to
leave: Israeli envoy

R & A1 fAaaT e 7 weradn: sermelt g
4. The Third Nuclear Age

oY ATy T
5. What is Netanyahu’s endgame in Iran?

A ATg T T | I AA T&T FA1 82

6. China, Central Asia sign ‘eternal’ friendship treaty in
Kazakhstan
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Indians with ‘own vehicles’

told to leave Iran’s capital

Embassy tells Indian nationals in Tehran to provide their location and contact details as the

Isra

el-ran conflict widens; MEA says it will issue further advisories depending on ‘fluid situation’

Kallol Bhattacherjee Iran fires more
NEW DELHI e
missiles after
midst reports of a Israel’s attacks
Apossible widening
of the Israel-Iran TEHRAN

conflict, now in its fifth
day, the Indian embassy in
Iran has urged “all” Indian
nationals and People of In-
dian Origin (PIO) who are
using “own” vehicles to
leave the city for a safer
location.

“All Indian Nationals
and PIOs who can move
out of Tehran using their
own resources, are advised

Israel said on Tuesday that it
targeted military sites in Iran
and killed senior Iranian
commander Ali Shadmani in
fresh strikes, prompting Tehran
to fire missiles in retaliation on
the fifth day of escalating
clashes between the arch foes

in West Asia. » PAGE 14

to move to a safe location Won't kill Iran’s
outside the city,” said the ‘Supreme Leader’
Embassy of India in the pu-

blic announcement on for now: ’l‘rump
Tuesday morning. This is

the first time in the last one WASHINGTON

week that the Indian em-
bassy has urged people to
use “own resources” to get
out of Tehran, which is wit-
nessing a large-scale exo-
dus of citizens as the fear of
a full-scale war with Israel
mounts. The embassy has
been coordinating reloca-
tion of Indian students and
professionals from Tehran
since the last weekend
through specially arranged
buses in an urgent mea-
sure to move them away
from the Iranian capital
that has been targeted re-
peatedly by Israeli Air
Force and missiles.

“Some Indians have
been facilitated to leave
Iran through the border
with Armenia,” the Minis-

Rush hour: Videograb of vehicles moving out of Tehran on Sunday
night as Israel and Iran continue to attack each other. REUTERS

try of External Affairs said
in an announcement on
Tuesday morning, adding
that further advisories will
be issued depending on
the “fluid situation”.
Advising Indian nation-
als in Tehran who are not
in contact with the embas-
sy to get in touch with it,
the embassy said: “All In-
dian nationals who are in

Tehran and not in touch
with the Embassy are re-
quested to contact the Em-
bassy of India in Tehran
immediately and provide
their location and contact
numbers”.

Emergency numbers

The embassy has put out
phone numbers for those
who want assistance while

President Donald Trump said
on Tuesday that the U.S. would
not kill Iran’s Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei “for
now” and appeared to demand
Tehran’s surrender, marking a
dramatic escalation in his
rhetoric against Iran and its
Supreme Leader. » PAGE 14

leaving  Tehran:  +98-
9010144557, +98-
9128109115 and  +98-
9128109101. Separate num-
bers were also issued for
those in the southern Ira-
nian port of Bandar Abbas
(+98-9177699036), and Za-
hedan (+98-93963-56649).

‘ISRAEL IN TOUCH WITH MEA’
» PAGE 4

Page14
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Indians with ‘own vehicles’ told to leave Iran’s capital

ST Y TSTYUTAT T ‘3T MSAY F HRARY FF [Awast Hr gag

— Amidst reports of a possible widening of the Israel-Iran conflict, now in its fifth
day, the Indian embassy in Iran has urged “all” Indian nationals and People of
Indian Origin (PIO) who are using “own” vehicles to leave the city for a safer
location.

— SEIA-3U WY, 51 379 uiEd e # 8, & ganfaa fivrar it gadt & &9, [ 7
HRAT gerar o “sf” st ATl 3R el 7 & et (P10s) @ Y “3ra=ht
MIBAT” &7 3TN T @ §, AT BT vl FRidra ¥ W et Y werre & ¢

“All Indian Nationals and PIOs who can move out of Tehran using their own
resources are advised to move to a safe location outside the city,” said the Embassy
of India in a public announcement on Tuesday morning.

HITTAR F& AT olfeich LI H R F G o heT, ‘il SRAT ARRFT 3R PIOs St
39T HHTEAT T QG I A6 folehol Hecl §, 3oo AT o Q16T [ohdl BT FTUTT I STt
$r gorrg &Y FTAT &1

e This is the first time in the last one week that the Indian embassy has urged people to
use “own resources” to get out of Tehran, which is witnessing a large-scale exodus of
citizens as the fear of a full-scale war with Israel mounts.

— 7% od TF |edrg 7 Ugell IR § STd AR §ATard & ol & “3rqa HHTea” § et
OIS T 3T1E T &, Fifeh 2eT & AR &1 92 $AT 9T 9ot 8Y T & 3 s Ea @

qot & T JTiehT &6 W &

e The embassy has been coordinating the relocation of Indian students and
professionals from Tehran since last weekend through specially arranged buses in
an urgent measure to move them away from the Iranian capital that has been targeted
repeatedly by Israeli Air Force and missiles.

Rea weamTd & gaTard SR STET 3R e 1 Age & ey 7 @ gt awt &
ATETH G [oiehTorel hT AchTel STTEAT T TG §, FT1eh ST TSTUTeAT hT TR-TR FAUF! A
A1 3R ARt & AT g T =T

e “Some Indians have been facilitated to leave Iran through the border with Armenia,”
the Ministry of External Affairs said in an announcement on Tuesday morning,
adding that further advisories will be issued depending on the “fluid situation”.

fareer HATery A HITAAR YaIg Teh ©IVOTT H e, “Fo ARAGT i rAfaar Fr @ & 7w
ST BIge 3 TETACT &1 9T §,” T & Tg o et fon Reurfer Sy avsfiva b1 qw g 3y Aw
farder Sy fohe Smaar|

¢ Advising Indian nationals in Tehran who are not in contact with the embassy to get in
touch, the embassy said: “All Indian nationals who are in Tehran and not in touch with
the Embassy are requested to contact the Embassy of India in Tehran immediately
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ight priorities of

Global South at G7: Modi

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

India will highlight the
priorities of the Global
South at the G7 summit in
Canada, said Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, who
reached Calgary on Tues-
day to participate in the G7
Outreach Summit. Besides
the Summit, Mr. Modi is ex-
pected to participate in
four bilateral meetings
with the leaders of Germa-
ny, Canada, Ukraine, and
Italy.

“Will be meeting va-
rious leaders at the Sum-
mit and sharing my
thoughts on important glo-
bal issues. Will also be em-
phasising the priorities of
the Global South,” said Mr.
Modi.

Soon after reaching the
venue of the Summit in Ka-
nanaskis, Mr. Modi met
South Korean President
Lee Jae-myung and Mexi-
can President Claudia
Sheinbaum. The pull-aside
meeting with Ms. Shein-
baum was the first such in-
teraction between the two
leaders.

In a prelude to his
speech at the G7, the Prime
Minister, in his just-con-
cluded visit in Cyprus, had
conveyed support for a ne-
gotiated settlement to the
currently escalating Israel-
Iran and Russia-Ukraine
conflicts.

The conflicts left an ear-
ly impact on the summit as
U.S. President Donald
Trump left the event soon
after the early interactions
without waiting for the
outreach summit where

Address

Summit time: Prime Minister Narendra Modi arrives in Calgary,
Alberta, to attend the G7 meeting hosted by Canada. Ap

the guest leaders were to
feature. The departure of
the U.S. President took
place against the backdrop
of reports that the U.S. was
mobilising fire power and
refueling platforms for an

operation in the Gulf
region.
Before leaving, Mr.

Trump also supported the
idea that he would rather
expand G7 into a possible
‘GY’ by including Russia
and China.

“Very big mistake”
President Trump said that
it was a “very big mistake”
to remove Russia from the
grouping after it annexed
Crimea.

“I think you would not
have a war right now if you
had Russia in, and you
would not have a war right
now if Trump were Presi-
dent four years ago,” Mr.
Trump said. He argued
that exclusion of Russian
President Vladimir Putin
from the G7 high table
“makes life more
complicated”.

Mr. Modi’s meeting with
Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy will be
watched closely as the
meeting will be held ahead
of the expected visit of Rus-
sian President Vladimir Pu-
tin of Russia to India for the
India-Russia annual
summit.

Earlier in May, President
Putin accepted Mr. Modi’s
invite to visit New Delhi for
the annual summit.

The Modi-Zelenskyy dis-
cussion is likely to add to
the context of the India-
Russia discussion that will
taken place during the up-
coming India visit of Rus-
sian President Sergey
Lavrov.

The G7 Outreach Sum-
mit of this year being host-
ed by Canadian Prime Mi-
nister Mark Carney is
themed around three core
pillars of “Protecting our
communities around the
world”, “Building energy
security and accelerating
the digital transition” and
“securing the partnerships
of the future”.

and provide their location and
contact numbers.”

gy o dgWre 7 Algg AR
AR, S geTare & Hd F A
§, O dohrel WY LA I T8 &
sl st TR St g & &
3R g@marE & gud # ¢ & 3T
3MIE € o I i gamare @ §E
e &

Emergency numbers

ITITdRTel AT

e — The embassy has put out
phone numbers for those who

want assistance while leaving
Tehran:

+98-9010144557, +98-
9128109115 and +98-
9128109101.

— AT o e D15 A eI
Tg=t Tl o [T BIeT AT STRT
PrT g

+98-9010144557, +98-
9128109115, 31X +98-

91281091011

e — Separate numbers were
also issued for those in the
southern Iranian port of Bandar
Abbas (+98-9177699036) and
Zahedan (+98-93963-56649).

— &0 & gfRroft deweng dex
3edT (+98-9177699036) 31X
SITeaTeT (+98-93963-56649) I
S ATt & o 3rerer e o
SR fpT AT
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Modi at G7 Outreach Summit
G7 3T REy i & A1y

India will highlight the priorities of the Global South at the G7 summit in
Canada, said Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who reached Calgary on
Tuesday to participate in the G7 Outreach Summit.

THTAHAT g A F FeT & HRT F13T # G7 NE@T gFAdeT & Tollde F3Y Y
mﬁwmmuwmwm@mmw
HFEAT 7 AT A |

Besides the Summit, Mr. Modi is expected to participate in four bilateral meetings with
the leaders of Germany, Canada, Ukraine, and Italy.

fRIER FFesT & 3rerar, A7 A & e, Farst, Tt 3R sl & a1 & TU AR
aRrafrr o % smar ey A w21

“Will be meeting various leaders at the Summit and sharing my thoughts on
important global issues. Will also be emphasising the priorities of the Global
South,” said Mr. Modi.

A AT gt e wFAee 7 faffeer sanat & fPrepm 3k 3w el W ame R
WISAT FET| Tl WY H yrafAwansit i st gop@ar & serzan”

Soon after reaching the Summit venue in Kananaskis, Mr. Modi met South Korean
President Lee Jae-myung and Mexican President Claudia Sheinbaum.

FAHE A FFATT TIA TR g0 & X TG, A1 AT =1 SFAor FIRArg Iegafer off -
w3t 3R AfFaeher Tegufa Fesf2ar Raezw & gefrenrd |

The pull-aside meeting with Ms. Sheinbaum was the first such interaction between
the two leaders.

fﬂm#mm#gﬁwaﬁﬁﬁwﬁ%aﬁaqﬁﬁmmzﬁl

Modi’s Pre-G7 Positioning
G7 ¥ ggel A Y ${fAFT

In his recent visit to Cyprus, the Prime Minister had conveyed support for a negotiated
settlement to the escalating Israel-Iran and Russia-Ukraine conflicts.

gTel ST AISHH AT H TUTTHA o SRIF-3UT 3R TH-TeheT WSS o T arar renie
HHATYTS T THYA T

Impact of Global Conflicts at the G7
G7 W 3Ra® "ust &1 yH1G
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The conflicts impacted the summit early as U.S. President Donald Trump left the event
soon after early interactions, skipping the Outreach Summit.

HEST ol RIERX FFATT T STed! FHT IsT 51 3 RFY wegufar Sieres €0 o o3l Sohi
& 9IC GFEAT oI5 e 3R 3rseda 99 & H197 A8y form|

His departure came amid reports that the U.S. was mobilising firepower and refueling
platforms for a Gulf region operation.

m@rﬁa@mmg@aﬁﬁqﬁsﬁ%mmmﬁﬂ?am%mm
3 &ereT womrel AT I T R

Trump’s Remarks on G7 Expansion

G7 fawar 9 g &t fequfy

Before leaving, Mr. Trump supported expanding the G7 to a ‘G9’ by including Russia
and China.

G 81 ¥ Ugel, 2 ¢u o ¥ 3 =i Fr anfAeT F3 G7 F1'G9' F sgorar & AR &1
TadA |

He called Russia’s removal from G7 after Crimea annexation a “very big mistake”.
ﬁﬁmgﬁma;ma;aﬁwaﬁm#m"agaaam' garT|

“You would not have a war right now if Russia were in, and if Trump were
President four years ago,” he said.

3egiol e, "IN T G7 H grar 3R A ar |rer gz Irsgufar giar, &t 3imer Jerr e gyl
He argued that excluding Putin from the G7 "makes life more complicated".

3egiet aeh 18T o qfereT t G7 @ amew @ "feufa &1 srfts Sfee samar 3|

Modi’s Meeting with Zelenskyy
HIEY AT FATH & FATHIT

Mr. Modi will meet Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, ahead of Russian
President Putin’s expected India visit for the India-Russia annual summit.

A AT Taett Tsgufer AMTTAT FoIERT & Fetrerr Hiar, S wlY Iegafer gfaer it e
AT § Ygel gl HRA-WF a1 FFAd & U]

In May, President Putin accepted Modi’s invitation to visit New Delhi for the summit.
#$ #, Teeufa gfaer A 7 F1 faweor FfieR B i ag a8 Reeh s

The Modi-Zelenskyy meeting adds to the background of the upcoming visit of
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov to India.

AE-SAThT Y Ao T TH RAer 7N 7§ araa i e arEr i grSsfA w
THTTAT T TRl &

G7 Outreach Summit Themes

G7 31307 @ gFaeeT i dieg
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e The G7 Outreach Summit, hosted by Canadian PM Mark Carney, is centred on three
core themes:

FATSTS TUTAHA AT FlaAT a1 AT G7 I3l ey gFes i yog@ fawat
Hgd &:

“Protecting our communities around the world”

"gIAAT $1T A FHN HIHGTAT hr A

“Building energy security and accelerating the digital transition”

"FraAT & H1 fvaAtor 3k Bforee wRade #1 asr weem

“Securing the partnerships of the future”

"sTfas Y ArSiETREAT Y FRATT HIT
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he world has entered a

third nuclear age.

Israel’s bombing of Iran,

supposedly to address
the nuclear threat posed by the
regime, contravenes diplomatic
norms, tests international law to
breaking point, and goes against
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty which seeks to control
proliferation through negotiations
and treaty obligations. Yet no
major power has criticised Israel’s
actions.

After the first nuclear age of the
Cold War and its terrifying bipolar
logic of mutually assured
destruction between the U.S. and
the USSR, followed by the relative
optimism of the post-Cold War
second nuclear age that assumed
nukes could be pushed into the
background until somebody
figured out how to achieve total
nuclear disarmament, we appear
to have entered a third age where
nuclear weapons and deterrence
are back in focus.

Attitudes towards proliferation
and deterrence began to harden
with China’s nuclear build up in

Privanjali Malik

Author of India’s
Nuclear Debate:
Exceptionalism and
the Bomb

achieve stability at lower levels of
nuclear possession. After
negotiating the NPT, the USSR and
the U.S. engaged in bilateral arms
control treaties that required
reductions in their stockpiles from
a peak of almost 70,000 warheads
between them. The last of these,
the New START, which limits
deployed warheads to 1,550 each,
expires in February 2026 and
there are no negotiations for a
successor treaty or extension.

The second nuclear age
At the same time, Russia and the
U.S. are modernising their
arsenals. America’s 30-year, $1.52
trillion upgrade started under
President Barack Obama soon
after he was awarded the Nobel
Peace Prize in 2009 in part for his
efforts “to create a world free from
nuclear weapons”. China (at 600
warheads) is believed to have the
fastest growing arsenal. Even if the
U.S. and Russia were willing to
discuss arms control, China’s
nuclear ambitions are likely to
overshadow the conversation.
These nuclear modernisation

of their status combined with
counter-proliferation appeared to
be making the world safe for their
continued possession of nukes.
This age normalised nuclear
possession. We are now reaping
the dividends of that, as
possession appears to be yielding
to nuclear use.

A messier age

The third nuclear age is messier
because the renewed salience of
nukes is superimposed on a global
order in flux. China views its
aggressive nuclear build up as
providing a “strategic
counterbalance” to shape the
global balance of power. The U.S.'s
apparent retreat under Mr. Trump
has prompted NATO’s European
allies to look to France and Britain
to deter a resurgent Russia. Britain
is reconsidering an airborne
deterrent 25 years after scrapping
it and has budgeted £15 billion for
warhead development and
modernisation in its 2025 Strategic
Defence Review. France is
modernising and reopening old
bases; it may consider basing

the mid-2010s, which coincided programmes began during the nuclear assets with its neighbours,
with deteriorating relations second nuclear age. A negotiated at their request. After the
between Russia and the West. test ban and talk of a fissile ban consolidation of the 1980s and

Since then, Russia has threatened
nuclear use over Ukraine, Europe
is reconsidering how to deter
Russia in the wake of waning
American support for NATO, and
some, including U.S. President
Donald Trump and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, perceive a nuclear
element to the recent hostilities
between India and Pakistan.
However, it would be a mistake to
think that the third age reprises
the first: this one is messier and
more unpredictable.

If thinking on
deterrence shifts

treaty were attempts to freeze the
status quo and prevent new
nuclear entrants. Even India and
Pakistan’s nuclear tests did little to
change the idea that nuclear use
was beyond the pale. It was the
age of lofty proclamations of
Global Zero (though Mr. Obama
was quick to caveat his 2009
speech and say it might not
happen in his lifetime) — a concept
being valiantly promoted by the
signatories of the Nuclear Ban
Treaty that was negotiated in 2017
without a single nuclear weapons

*90s, nuclear weapons are moving
out once again. Last year, Vladimir
Putin transferred tactical nuclear
weapons to Belarus.
Overshadowing these
developments is the real fear of
nuclear use. During the Cold War,
the risk was that the two
adversaries could slide into a
nuclear war through accident or
miscalculation. Deterrence was
the ultimate guarantor of the
status quo. However, Mr. Putin’s
nuclear threats over Ukraine show
that nuclear weapons are being

The first nuclear age : - X state supporting it. used to change the status quo. He
The first nuclear age was in this age of In hindsight, it was an age of is believed to have contemplated
consumed by superpower rivalry, global cynicism. Despite hailing Global some nuclear use in 2022.
epitomised by massive American realignment and Zero, the overriding achievement After Hiroshima, nuclear

and Soviet nuclear arsenals on potential was the extension in perpetuity of | deterrence has been based on

hair-trigger alert. The other three
nuclear powers played supporting

instability, we
are entering a

the NPT and with it, the status of
the five nuclear weapons states. It

nukes being the final resort. If
thinking on deterrence shifts in

parts as the superpowers first . made a mockery of the NPT’s this nuclear age at a time of global (@)
furiously increased their arsenals p(‘rl'od _Of Article 6, which called on nuclear realignment and potential N
and then sought to create a sell-inflicted possessors to “pursue negotiations | instability, then we are entering a o
nuclear regime that could nuclear in good faith” to achieving nuclear | period of self-inflicted nuclear o0
| accommodate their rivalry and insecurity disarmament. Instead, extension insecurity. a

The Third Nuclear Age
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The world has entered a third nuclear age.
faea va e oA T F wder X g B

Israel’s bombing of Iran, supposedly to address the nuclear threat posed by the
regime, contravenes diplomatic norms, tests international law to breaking point, and
goes against the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty.

$U0T 9T SIS HT THANY, ST foh 38 ATHA SaRT 3ceo! AT el F foideet & fow aars
S oY, THATAF ATAEST T 3ecraet Fc &, HAWSERT FTefeT HT HIATS &I dlsdl 5, AR
TIATY] IHAR |E & TGt STl g

Yet no major power has criticised Israel’s actions.

T off Torell v IfdFar o gorrger Y FRETS I JTeller=l =761 7 ¢

After the first nuclear age of the Cold War and its bipolar logic of mutually assured
destruction between the U.S. and the USSR, followed by the second nuclear age of

post-Cold War optimism, we appear to have entered a third age where nuclear
weapons and deterrence are back in focus.

ofeT Jeer & deel WRATO] 91, Forwet 3raARet 3k wifeara wer o sfrer amradt fRemer i Sy

| o, 3R O <N JEUIR qUY SRATV] 9T o ITRATATE o oG, 379 63 Ueh AR T & Faer
Y ek 8 ST ITAT] & AR 3R framor fihe & oy 7 3marw €

Hardening Attitudes Towards Deterrence

fAaror & 9fa #or adt |

Attitudes towards proliferation and deterrence began to harden with China’s nuclear
build-up in the mid-2010s, coinciding with worsening Russia-West relations.

2010 F guF & #eg H dleT HY WA Feftr & qrI-ary & AR 9Rasr & gaui s
fersst & yaR 3t fAaRor & gfa giewor FoRr gl o

Since then, Russia has threatened nuclear use over Ukraine, Europe is
reconsidering deterrence amid waning U.S. support for NATO, and leaders like
Donald Trump and Narendra Modi perceive nuclear overtones in India-Pakistan
hostilities.

IS AT & Fhet O AT 3GAT Y qAhr & g, 3ARTT & e e F weqA &
a1 AT fAaRer w Al #X @ 8, 3R Seres € g Mg AE S ST HRA-aTE
"t 7 WA FHA ST

However, it would be a mistake to think the third nuclear age reprises the first; it is
messier and more unpredictable.

gTcliTeh, T AT ol 1IN T lERT GNATY] o gt T HT JeIghT §; Tg el
st far gam SR srvreTfra
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The First Nuclear Age

The first nuclear age was driven by superpower rivalry, with massive U.S. and Soviet
arsenals on hair-trigger alert.

UEell GATY] a1 Fgrarfaadt it gfaggefaar & wenfaa or, e 3wt sk efdaa
9 & e AR #eR AT aoar i Rufa # 9

The other three nuclear powers played supporting roles, while the U.S. and USSR
built arsenals and negotiated to stabilize relations through treaties.

3o ofieT A ATFAAT dhaol TS RS A @, STafer Al siv wifewa
T 7 AR ST 3R Ifar & Ay @ Feul FF R e 1 9 R

Through treaties like the NPT and bilateral arms control agreements, their stockpiles
reduced from nearly 70,000 warheads to much lower numbers.

T 3R gfavai gfaR fAuEer gastal S Rt & AregA & 399 HER
SITET3T 70,000 INESH & Sgd A o G U]

The last of these, New START, limits deployed warheads to 1,550 each, expires in
February 2026, with no successor yet.

g1 & 3TEY, 7 ¥erE, 1,550 AT aReSH HT AT aIdT §, S wadr 2026 H
AT 8 @7 &, 3N 3 g 1S ey gy @l 2

The Second Nuclear Age
T AT I

At the same time, the U.S. and Russia are modernising their arsenals.
38 wHY, AR 3R T 370 FRAAR H3RY F1 Iy fhraor 7 @ §

America’s 30-year, $1.5-2 trillion upgrade began under Barack Obama after his 2009
Nobel Peace Prize for efforts towards a nuclear-free world.

AN $r 30 auifT, $1.5-2 feforeT BT 3793)s AT SRR HETAT & Ted YE g5 A, S
3¢ 2009 F AT AT [EHR Teh TATVL-FF faed & gt & forw e |

China, with 600 warheads, has the fastest-growing arsenal.

e, S 1 600 aRETH &, 3T eAAR $13R Fad At ¥ 9 W@ L

Even if the U.S. and Russia want arms control, China’s ambitions will overshadow
discussions.

#7er €1 AR 3R T eFRAR =0T X 99t e T, wfhe dier Y AgcarRian 357
TATIT T ST H 3T 31T |

During the second nuclear age, efforts like the test ban and fissile ban treaty tried to
freeze the status quo and prevent new nuclear entrants.
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qE GRAT a7 # wdiaror sfaeer ik Reager wfaeer @it S garal & areas @ aafeafa
Y AT TG 3R AT GIATO] AT T Jehad T HITRALT T 75|

Even India and Pakistan’s nuclear tests didn’t change the belief that nuclear use is
unacceptable.

Igi e foh TR R arfererater & aRaATop T aTort o 8ff Jg eRoT +7El serell foh aAToy
3N AT & |

It was an age of lofty proclamations like Global Zero, promoted despite no support
from nuclear weapon states.

Ig Teh UHT AT AT Torg s Teltaer SRY Sie S avwomait 1 st 3R aram, a1t &) oRaATo]
IR TUe ¢2lf & #IS AL 8T |

In hindsight, it was an age of cynicism.

o AeIRT & W o g fRmemarg &1 g9 2|

Despite promoting Global Zero, the NPT was extended indefinitely, solidifying the
status of five nuclear powers.

Toltarer SR T FaRd #Xe & a1ds]g, NPT #Y srfafRade e & faw aer = o, e
qier SATO] et i ffer 3K gerhr g1 a1g|

This made a mockery of Article 6 of the NPT which called for good faith negotiations
toward nuclear disarmament.

$AU NPT & 3Te3% 6 HT STGTH E31T, 51 TIATYL fATEHAIRIOT 1 fenm  $ATAER aerediet hr
HIIT AT B

Instead, the extension and counter-proliferation ensured the continued possession
of nuclear weapons.

58 FoTd, FaFdR 3R 9fd-J8R @ WAT] fAARY & favaw wafdca 1 giafRad faan

This age normalised nuclear possession, and now, possession is yielding to
nuclear use.

$H AT 1 YIATY] Fa1fAcd 1 AATT a7 2T, 3R 379, Farffca @ AT 3941 1 AR
HFE U@ E

A Messier Age
e 3t sregafeya gar

The third nuclear age is messier because the renewed salience of nukes is
superimposed on a global order in flux.

T SRATY] T 31 sregafeud § i AT gRARY #T agar #Heca U daad
AT gt W IR 81 T 8

China views its aggressive nuclear build up as providing a “strategic counterbalance”
to shape the global balance of power.

e 37T T WATY] FEflr w1 A afFd e #1 IHR & F faw "
el & &7 H @A g |
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The U.S.’s apparent retreat under Mr. Trump has prompted NATO’s European allies to
look to France and Britain to deter a resurgent Russia.

€9 & siqcd H AT F IS gear @ AT & FAdRr weahh s 3ix faeer i 3k quar
o1 § qTfeh gergetereier S/ ol AehT ST Heh |

Britain is reconsidering an airborne deterrent 25 years after scrapping it and has
budgeted £15 billion for warhead development and modernisation in its 2025 Strategic
Defence Review.

fareer 25 ATer a1g; TR f3e¥e S JATEUR Y 1T § 3N 38 2025 #r Al &
wafte 7 £15 faforae 7 goic aRes e 3k smyfadeor & o w@r g

France is modernising and reopening old bases; it may consider basing nuclear
assets with its neighbours, at their request.

BT 3791 QT fShTell T AT fAhITor Y 8T & 3R 3¢ T & Tl T8T &; I8 9=
YIATY] HHTEAT T TSIAAT & 9T defTe a8t ) fIaR T @ehdr §, Ife 3 =8|

After the consolidation of the 1980s and ’90s, nuclear weapons are moving out once
again.

1980 31X 1990 & Fere I FEUAT & d1e;, ILHATY] §FAAR v IR AR aET A A TG W/ 8
Last year, Vladimir Putin transferred tactical nuclear weapons to Belarus.

o o, senfesiit gfae A darew Ft aaReE AT §RAAR geaaRa o
Overshadowing these developments is the real fear of nuclear use.

$eT BEATShAT & FUR YTATI] ITINT T aec {as ST ST g3 & |

During the Cold War, the risk was that the two adversaries could slide into a nuclear
war through accident or miscalculation.

ot e o R, S Ig 2 o et faRiedy geeeT 3T arerd oAt & SHROT AT
ey A fhae Tshd A
Deterrence was the ultimate guarantor of the status quo.

fraror FenfEyfa & sifas e an|

However, Mr. Putin’s nuclear threats over Ukraine show that nuclear weapons are
being used to change the status quo.

gTelifeh, Zghet I GfcteT Y TTATO] erAfHAT fe@rch § o aamoy s &1 suhor Fanfeufy
I ggelel o oT fhT STIET B
He is believed to have contemplated some nuclear use in 2022.
UHT HIAT ST & o 3egiel 2022 F TRATI] 39T o = fa am
After Hiroshima, nuclear deterrence has been based on nukes being the final resort.
RARAT & a1e, TRATY] AR 58 9 M T T gy R ifaes ey gier

If thinking on deterrence shifts in this nuclear age at a time of global realignment and
potential instability, then we are entering a period of self-inflicted nuclear insecurity.

I1e 58 WAY] a1 H ARaw gerivaor 3k ganfae srfPuvar & gy faawor # @
agelelt §, a1 5 JTeA-MATHAT T 3rRem & G A W w E
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Israel has aerial superiority, and it continues to bomb Iran with the objective of destroying its nuclear programme. But there are problems. One, Israel doesn't have strategic

bombers that can carry bombs to destroy heavily fortified nuclear fac

Stanly Johny

hen Israel launched an

all-out air war against Iran

on June 13, it said the

attack was aimed at
destroying Iran’s nuclear programme. On
day one, Israel bombed Iran’s Natanz
nuclear facility and several ballistic
missile sites, besides assassinating the
country’s top Generals, including the
chief of the armed forces. In the
subsequent days, Israel bombed the
nuclear facility in Isfahan, Iran’s
command centres, missile launchers,
civilian locations and even the
headquarters of the state TV. Israel has
established air superiority over Iran. In
retaliation, Iran launched close to 400
missiles, hitting several targets in Israel,
including an oil refinery in Haifa and a top
research institute near Tel Aviv.

While the air war is escalating, there
are questions about Israel’s endgame.
What does Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu want?

If it is the destruction of Iran’s nuclear
programme, Israel is far from achieving it.
The International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA), the UN's nuclear watchdog, said
on June 16 that Israel’s attack “severely
damaged if not entirely destroyed” the
centrifuges at the Natanz facility. The
Israeli strike had “completely destroyed™
the above-ground facility at Natanz,
according to IAEA chief Rafael Grossi. The
underground hall housing the centrifuges
that enrich uranium was not directly hit.
“However, the loss of power to the
cascade hall may have damaged the
centrifuges there,” he said. Mr. Grossi also
said four buildings were destroyed at the
Isfahan Nuclear Technology Centre — a
chemical lab, a uranium conversion plant,
a fuel manufacturing plant, and a facility
to convert uranium hexafluoride to
uranium metal. But there was no major
damage to the Fordow enrichment plant,
which is Iran’s most fortified facility that
has been built deep under a mountain.

As Israel has aerial superiority, it can
continue to bomb Iran. But there are two
problems. One, Israel doesn’t have the
kind of bunker buster bombs or strategic
bombers that can carry such bombs to
destroy heavily fortified facilities such as
Fordow. Therefore, Israel’s offensive is
not going to be concluded any time soon.
And two, despite Israel taking out most of
Tran’s chain of command in the initial
strike, Tehran is hitting back with drones
and ballistic missiles. Israel’s air strikes in
Iran have not reduced the intensity of
Iranian missile barrages. At least 24
people have been killed so far in Israel.
‘The Ben Gurion airport in Tel Aviv, the
country’s main airport, remained
shuttered. If Israel’s air strikes do not
blunt Iran’s fire power, Mr. Netanyahu
could come under greater pressure at
home to wrap up the war quickly. And if
Israel accepts a ceasefire without
destroying Iran’s nuclear facilities, it
could be seen as defeat.

This leaves Mr. Netanyahu with three
options.

State collapse

One is to continue the relentless bombing
of Iran, destroying state institutions and
infrastructure, decapitating the regime
and pushing for a state collapse or regime
change in Tehran. On June 15, while
speaking to Fox News, Mr. Netanyahu said
Israel’s attack could lead to regime change
in Iran. The next day, he refused to rule
out inating Ay AliKh i
Tran’s Supreme Leader, saying killing him

Escalating conflict: Smoke and fire rise from an impacted facility following a missile attack from Iran on Israel, at Haifa, Israel on June 15. REUTERS

Expanding the war

Israeli officials are pressing the U.S. to join the war because Israel needs U.S. military
involvement to meet their objectives — total destruction of Iran’s nuclear facilities
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would end the conflict. But there is a grey

area. Before starting the war, Mr.

Netanyahu had urged the Iranians to rise
against their government. But when Israel
started widespread bombing across the

country, ki
was an ‘I-told-you” moment for the

ng hundreds of Iranians, it

Iranian government, who always warned
the public of the threats from “the Zionist

entity”

. So it is to be seen whether the

7d Israel's government

© GRAPHIC NEWS

Israeli bombings would weaken or
strengthen the political and social roots of
the regime.

Path of diplomacy
The second option is diplomacy.

Even after the Israeli strike began, U.S.
President Donald Trump said he was
open for a deal with Iran. On June 16,
there were reports that Iran had sent

feelers to America through Gulf Arab
countries that it was ready to return to
talks if Israel stopped bombing. Mr.
‘Trump’s initial posts suggested that he
wanted to use the Israeli strikes as an
added layer of pressure on the Iranians to
get the deal he wanted. While Iran is
ready to scale back the programme, it is
not ready to give up its capabilities. Mr.
Trump wants Iran to completely abandon
its nuclear programme. Even if Iran is
ready to seriously consider Mr. Trump’s
offer, will they return to talks when the
country is under attack? So far Iran has
said no. So the next question is whether
Mr. Netanyahu will stop his attacks
facilitate talks between the U.
If that would be the case, why did Mr.
Netanyahu start the war in the first place,
three days ahead of a sixth round of talks
between the U.S. and Iran? This indicates
that a nuclear deal between the U.S. and
Iran has never been Israel’s priority.

American involvement
The third option is to drag the U.S. into
the war. Mr. Trump has so far maintained
that America is not involved in the war.
But he admitted that he was aware of
Israel’s attack plans even when he
publicly voiced opposition to them. Israeli
officials say they went ahead after getting
“a clear green light” from the U.S. Mr.
Trump has warned Iran not to target
American bases or soldiers. And Iran has
been careful not to escalate the war
beyond Israel. But Israeli officials,
according to Axios, are pressing the U.S.
to join the war because Israel needs
American military involvement to meet
their objectives — total destruction of
Iran’s nuclear facilities either through
direct strikes or through regime change.
1f Tehran falls, that would be an added
boost for Israel’s efforts to reshape West
Asia. The Assad regime in Syria is already
gone. Iran’s network of militants has been
weakened. Gaza lies in ruins. In the West
Bank, Israel is free to do whatever it wants
to do. Arab nations voice protests meekly.
If Iran is weakened, Russia’s remaining
strategic influence in West Asia will shrink
further. China will be more dependent on
America’s Gulf Arab allies for oil. Mr.
Trump'’s position, as of now, is to let Israel
continue the bombing. He will not call for
a ceasefire. But as the war drags on, with
both Israel and Iran hitting each other,
Mr. Trump will come under greater
pressure to join the war.

What is Netanyahu’s endgame in Iran?
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The International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA}, the UN's
nuclear watchdog, said on
June 16 that Israels attack
“severely damaged if not
entirely destroyed” the
centrifuges at the Natanz
facility.

v

On June 16, there were reports
that Iran had sent feelers to
America through Gulf Arab
countries that it was ready to
return to talks if Israel stopped
bombing.

v

Mr. Trump has so far
maintained that America is not
involved in the war.
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A ATg T T H A TAA T&T F1 82

Israel has aerial superiority, and it continues to bomb Iran with the objective of
destroying its nuclear programme.

SIS & UTH 4TS J9Eq § 3N 8 $UeT & WA FIEFH Y 75 F41 & 35aT &
TR THARY FT TET 81

e But there are problems. One, Israel doesn’t have strategic bombers that can carry
bombs to destroy heavily fortified nuclear facilities in Iran.

IfeheT $© FHEATT §| Tgell, SoRISel & I U 0TIl THAYF o761 & il ST hT ATl
faretae aXATo] GRAUT3i @l s e arel 9 of ST Heh |
o Therefore, Israel’s offensive is not going to conclude any time soon.

SATIIT SoRTS ol &l g# el 313) STeg GATCT @)+ aTeT 78t &

The Beginning of the Air War
gaTS IO AT YIATT

¢ When Israel launched an all-out air war against Iran on June 13, it said the attack was
aimed at destroying Iran’s nuclear programme.

SIS SoRISel o 13 ST T ST o WTth Yot §aT$ Y T, oY 38T ohgl fob Tg gHel
0T & GIHATI] FTAHH FY 75 FIF o {0 AT

o On day one, Israel bombed Natanz nuclear facility and several ballistic missile sites,
besides assassinating top Generals, including the chief of the armed forces.

Tgel foeT, SoNTSd o aAdiel WA &g 3R F35 e Pramge Fudi T THary 1, T &
ofid STeren, foeret der wopw o enfirer &, v geam 41

e In the following days, Israel bombed the Isfahan nuclear facility, command centres,
missile launchers, civilian locations and even state TV headquarters.

IgT ofeh o e Eelt FEATerT IX o SHaRY 7|
o |srael has established air superiority over Iran.

SRS o & W §aT$ quiea Tnfid s forar 3

Iran’s Retaliation

A I IAPRICHAS HIRATS

e Inretaliation, Iran launched close to 400 missiles, hitting targets in Israel including an
oil refinery in Haifa and a research institute near Tel Aviv.

SaTe H, ST o7 T 400 FAATS 1aft, T=To eEwr Y der Rprser) 3R AT 3T &
I T 2TET HEATT Y TARMAT SI1T =07 |
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Questioning Netanyahu’s Endgame

m#ﬂﬁwaﬁwm

While the air war is escalating, there are questions about Israel’s endgame.
ST Y& T 81 V@7 &, 9 SIS & JifAH T8 R FaTe 36 W &
If it is the destruction of Iran’s nuclear programme, Israel is far from achieving it.

uﬁ@aa&m%mgmwﬁwm%,ﬁwwmmﬂmW
CR

IAEA’s Statement on Israeli Attacks

HTETST T FoIS Al §Hal U TATT

The IAEA said on June 16 that Israel’s attack “severely damaged if not entirely
destroyed” the centrifuges at Natanz.

ITSTET A 16 [T T gl [ SISl & G o oTadiel H AT HEFYST 1 "R T &
aifarared 3, 3R gt avE ove adh fam |

The above-ground facility at Natanz was “completely destroyed”.

Tdier & FHNT & S RAUT 1 "7 7E T T e |

The underground hall housing the uranium-enriching centrifuges was not directly hit,
but loss of power may have damaged them.

${fRaTa g St e Hatier FEwST W 8, ToeT T § Fonfaa w1gt gan, i
farsrelt Y weledt @ 3¢ orareT g G &

Four buildings were destroyed at Isfahan Nuclear Technology Centre — including a
chemical lab, uranium conversion plant, fuel manufacturing plant, and a uranium
metal conversion unit.

FEwETe GTATY] SIGAfAThY g H TR a1 sTve Y feam arm — foierat ve qemafas
gl

But there was no major damage to the Fordow enrichment plant, Iran’s most
fortified facility built deep under a mountain.

oot ISt Hatier T4=, S e b1 W fratare giawT § 3R vers & o g A s 8,
I SIS TSI JhHT 6T E3T|

Limitations of Israel’s Military Capability
SIS Y A= &7 ar Y HATT

Israel doesn’t have bunker buster bombs or strategic bombers to destroy such
fortified facilities.
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TS & Heh |
e Iranis still able to hit back with drones and missiles despite losing most of its chain of
command.

FHTT HGT F FTAFT TR F @ F Frasg, S0 3 o 3 3R sl @ geear
A H &AL
o Israeli airstrikes have not reduced the intensity of Iranian missile attacks.

SIRISoll TS Gl o SITeT TAATS gl Y AT + o AT FFaT ¢
o Atleast 24 people have been killed so far in Israel.

SoISel H 3 deh FH ¥ FH 24 AN 1 Al 81 T 8
e The Ben Gurion airport in Tel Aviv remains shut down.

A 37dia FT I AR garS 37337 3T ST ag &

Challenges Facing Netanyahu

ﬁa?q@a:mﬁga’tﬁﬁ

o If Israel’s air strikes fail to blunt Iran’s firepower, Netanyahu may face domestic
pressure to end the war quickly.

Ife SIS & §ATS FHA $A AT U ATFA F FH A & G Ed €, A Adwag |

I T STeg, WHTST FIA T BXe] GaTd el Hehell o |
o If Israel accepts a ceasefire without destroying Iran’s nuclear facilities, it could be seen

as a defeat.
I SoRTS §1 Y TwAT] G Y e fre e Jeufvw FieR Farg, arsa
U 3R & &I H QT T TohdT &1

Three Options Before Netanyahu
AdITE & WA il [Aehed

1. State Collapse and Regime Change
1. U= &1 9= 3R eamaet afads

e One option is to continue relentless bombing, destroy state institutions, decapitate
the regime, and aim for regime change in Tehran.

s Aarey § fAaTer Har) IRY 3@, UsT FEAT3HT Y TS AT, ATHT Y HHSAR hLaAT
3R Aga # amae aREde 1 T8 W@eT|

e On June 15, Netanyahu told Fox News that Israel’s attack could lead to regime change
in Iran.

15 S &l AAATg o BIFH YT W HeT Toh SoRIFeT T g ST A ATHA IRFAT HT 3R
o ST Hhcl g
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e The next day, he didn’t rule out assassinating Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, Iran’s
Supreme Leader, saying killing him would end the conflict.

30T et 3ot §X1T & Hafod AT IATTed el WHAE Y FedT 6 FHTA F SHR 61
feram, 7€ <t §U o 3v¢ AT HEd Y FATCA FT Tohell B

2. Dilemma of Civil Uprising

2. AT fage &1 giaem

o Before the war, Netanyahu urged Iranians to rise against their government.
I H Ugel AAdeaTg AT F 39et AT & [T 35 @3 glet b 3relier v o

o But the bombing that killed hundreds of civilians gave the regime a chance to say, I
told you so,” strengthening its narrative about the Zionist threat.

mmmﬁmmﬁﬁﬁmgéﬂag%mma;ﬁv"ﬂﬁmﬁmw
FgeT T HlHT §1 3T, THTY 3T ATNATE @AY F HATAS i gl (AT

e It remains to be seen whether the bombing would weaken or strengthen the political
and social roots of the regime.

g AT ST & Toh THART AT Y TSt fae 3 AR STt T FHAA HIAT AT
A |

Path of diplomacy
TSAAT HT AT

The second option is diplomacy.
oE faehed TS &

Even after the Israeli strike began, U.S. President Donald Trump said he was open for
a deal with Iran.

S g Y B & a1 Y, AN Tregufay Seres g0 X et a5 KT F WY
A & T AR €

e On June 16, there were reports that Iran had sent feelers to America through Gulf
Arab countries that it was ready to return to talks if Israel stopped bombing.

16 ST 1 NUIE 31TS o $X0T o WIS 3R 2 & AT ¥ AN &1 Fohe HS 6 30
FIRISS SHARY NhdT g, AT I ATt # dlest I AR

e Mr. Trump’s initial posts suggested that he wanted to use the Israeli strikes as an
added layer of pressure on the Iranians to get the deal he wanted.

AT Eq I YEIMNAT NEE F Hehel AT o T8 SN AN T ET I GA1G STelel o [T
s JfaRed 39T $r IE STAATT IAT ATed A dlfh 3o AAATET FASET BT T |

« While Iran is ready to scale back the programme, it is not ready to give up its
capabilities.

T FRIHH A NS T o IR g, Afha 379e0T aTaan3it F1 Siga i J7|
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Mr. Trump wants Iran to completely abandon its nuclear programme.

A €9 AR & o $T 3191 IXHATO] FRIHH 1 T e B &

Even if Iran is ready to seriously consider Mr. Trump’s offer, will they return to talks
when the country is under attack?

3R & A €T oh AT I IRAT & faaR ket &l IR ot &, o 37 ag g el & o
arar & Siea?
So far Iran has said no.

39 T AT F HAT HT AT 8

The next question is whether Mr. Netanyahu will stop his attacks to facilitate talks
between the U.S. and Iran?

39TC el IE & foh 7T ol Acdearg WY T AR 3§07 & Sy arelt 1 Horar
FATeT & TIT 319at gl Ahal?

If that’s the case, why did Mr. Netanyahu start the war in the first place, three days
ahead of a sixth round of talks?

3R T B, ot A AT o ATt F TS SR F e ForeT wged € erer v QeaiteT i

This indicates that a nuclear deal between the U.S. and Iran has never been Israel’s
priority.

SEY AT eIl § o WgFa T AR 3§01 & e wanoy wasitar wef o gorsa
$ yrgfAsar ¢ @I

American involvement

AR smefierd

The third option is to drag the U.S. into the war.

Ma fasred § WgFd Uea AR #1 gay 7 aefie|

Mr. Trump has so far maintained that America is not involved in the war.
A €T 319 T TE Fed B & o6 JANET geu & anfAer i §1

But he admitted he was aware of Israel’s attack plans even while publicly opposing
them.

Afra Igiar TR 5T o a8 sose & g d Y Iisten3it § 379971 &, 7o) &) 31
A T @ faer R g

Israeli officials say they acted after getting a “clear green light” from the U.S.

gorrgelt FTAFIRAT 7 gt § foh 3¢ W T AN @ "Fse Iregafa” Aol & a1

gl 3ogiel ShIaTs |

Mr. Trump has warned Iran not to target American bases or soldiers.

Y €9 o $A T IATG=AT &1 & Toh a8 FANEY f&wmaAt a1 Afaet &1 foremar o7 g0
Iran has been careful not to escalate the war beyond Israel.

$UT o S STl T €T TWT § oh Jeor goisel § 3 o 9¢
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But Israeli officials, according to Axios, are pressing the U.S. to join the war.

AfeheT Axios & 3THR Forrzel ATAFRY, IANFT W IJaur 7 anfAer g1 &1 gara a1 @
gl

Israel needs American military involvement to destroy Iran’s nuclear facilities,
either through direct strikes or regime change.

SIS Y §XT Y TIAT] FRIEmsit t a7ve F & v 3R I smefierd anfee, @
gg e gHel A7 AT gRade & ATETH T g
If Tehran falls, it will boost Israel’s efforts to reshape West Asia.
3R AT AT &, Y I afveas ol &) gof: SfRa w3 & soisell Saral &l oo
|
The Assad regime in Syria is already gone.
WA 7 3w e g € WA gl I Bl
Iran’s militant network has been weakened.
§U FT 3YATE ACTF FHAR &1 I o
Gaza lies in ruins.
ST WS 1 T ¢ |
In the West Bank, Israel operates freely.
TRFHAT g€ T oI Faad T A FNAE F @8
Arab nations protest only meekly.
3RT U FaoT FAAR AT ST & 1

If Iran weakens, Russia’s influence in West Asia will shrink further.

37X 0T FHSR BT &, df gfeasr v & & &1 weima 311 8 'e Smeem|
China will become more dependent on America’s Gulf Arab allies for oil.
et T el & AT AR & @rst gt o 3R iR et glar ggem|

Mr. Trump currently allows Israel to continue bombing.

FIATT H 2 €T SIIs Y THAN F T@A S W/ 2

He refuses to call for a ceasefire.
a gaufawrs $r ardter 787 T @ |

As the war drags on and both Israel and Iran continue attacks, pressure on Trump to
join the war will increase.

STE-31E & waT TordT § 3R SIS T ST Gl gHel S WWd &, s e W gy &
AfAer g1 FT gara e
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China, Central Asia sign ‘eternal’

friendship treaty in Kazakhstan

° ; (=

- ATVAT A T A " MI0S0M DAY
Yoy ooy FoGPREND i anian AN 1A

2000 merw P e, o TSI ITEEE SN e =

© REUTERS

Chinese President Xi Jinping and five Central Asian leaders signed a

“Treaty on Eternal Good Neighbourliness, Friendship and

Cooperation” during a summit in Kazakhstan, declaring their
nations’ “eternal” friendship, Kazakh President Tokayev’s press

office announced on Tuesday. AFP

China, Central Asia sign
‘eternal’ friendship treaty in
Kazakhstan

T, e of AT A For@EaT A

'"ed &Y FArar 9fer g gEae
fru

Chinese President Xi Jinping and five
Central Asian leaders signed a “Treaty
on Eternal Good Neighbourliness,
Friendship and Cooperation” during a
summit in Kazakhstan

At Tseufa ot =i s Aeg ofd &
Ui AT A HATEEdreT A U Ry
FFA & GRIT "Had HT wegTaeT, fAar
3 weter i " W granR o

o declaring their nations’ “eternal” friendship, Kazakh President Tokayev’s press office

announced on Tuesday

319e1 &R0 Y "woda A FRAT" T GO FA U, Forr@ Isgufd AR & 94 Hrierd o

HITAR T I STeThT &
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Working with India to help evacuate
those waiting to leave: Israeli envoy

Reuven Azar says New Delhi has expressed concern about regional stability; he conveys Israel’s ‘appreciation’ for India’s

decision to break with other members of Shanghai Cooperation Organisation for a statement condemning Israel’s action

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

srael is coordinating
lwith the Indian Em-

bassy in Tel Aviv to
help those wanting to leave
the country amid air strike
exchanges between Iran
and Israel, Israel’s Ambas-
sador to India Reuven Azar
said on Tuesday. While In-
dia has so far not an-
nounced a plan to evacuate
most citizens from either
country, the government is
encouraging them to move
away from major cities that
will face the brunt of the
military action.

Iran has retaliated to Is-
rael’s strikes, on Iranian
nuclear installations on
June 13 and other military
targets, with a barrage of
strikes on several Israel ci-
ties, ports, military and re-
search installations.

“We are now starting to
organise through [Israel’s]
Ministry of Transport,
evacuation commutes for
diplomats and foreign citi-
zens that want to leave.
There are a few options for
this, both terrestrial and

Q We are going to contitue our dialogue
with the International Atomic Energy
Agency in order to assess the situation

and see how we can continue attacking,
because we have to attack, but at

the same time minimise casualties.
We are now starting to organise
through [srael’s Ministry of Transport,
evacuation for foreign citizens

REUVEN AZAR

Israel’s Ambassador to India

\
'43&’
'l PR 9

—"

b ¢

maritime, and we are dis-
cussing these [with Indian
authorities as well],” Mr.
Azar told presspersons
here. According to officials,
the land routes via the Al-
lenby Bridge/King Hussein
Bridge to Jordan, as well as
over the Eilat-Taba border
crossing to Sharm el-
Sheikh in Egypt are opera-
tional, while cruise ships to
Cyprus from Israeli ports at
Haifa and Ashdod may be
another possibility.

In a briefing detailing Is-
rael’s claims that it attacked
Iran “pre-emptively” to
avoid an “imminent” at-
tack by Iranian forces that
were poised to develop nu-

IAEA has flagged
serious implications
for nuclear safety,
security and
safeguards

clear weapons, Mr. Azar
said the Israeli government
had reached out to partn-
ers, including India, to ex-
plain its actions.

In a post about his
phone call with Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said he had
shared India’s “concerns”
with him and called for the
early restoration of peace

and stability in the region.

Asked if New Delhi had
expressed specific con-
cerns with regard to the at-
tacks on Iranian nuclear in-
stallations, including the
facilities at Natanz and Isfa-
han that the TAEA had criti-
cised, Mr. Azar said India’s
concerns were restricted to
stability in the region.

“For a country like India
that is a rapidly rising pow-
er, any disturbance to
world peace is detrimental
to the national interest. So
it’s very natural that India
will be concerned. We un-
derstand those concerns
and try to ameliorate what
we can,” Mr. Azar said. “We
are going to continue our
dialogue with the IAEA in
order to assess the situa-
tion and see how we can
continue attacking, be-
cause we have to attack,
but at the same time to mi-

nimise casualties.”
International ~ Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) chief

Rafael Grossi said the
strikes were “deeply con-
cerning”, adding that “nu-
clear facilities must never
be attacked, regardless of

the context or circumstan-
ces”.“Such attacks have se-
rious implications for nu-
clear safety, security and
safeguards, as well as re-
gional and international
peace and security,” Mr.
Grossi said.

Mr. Azar expressed Is-
rael’s “appreciation” for In-
dia’s decision to break with
other members of the
Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganisation for a statement
that had condemned Is-
rael’s attacks.

He dismissed questions
about whether the Israeli
government had lost bipar-
tisan support in India, gi-
ven criticism from the Con-
gress about its
bombardment of Gaza and
the attack on Iran.

“I engage equally with
people from all parties and
all regions of India,” Mr.
Azar said, adding that he
remains in touch with “ve-
ry prominent people” at
the Congress party. “Some-
times people are more crit-
ical of you. It doesn’t mean
that they are not your
friends. They have con-
cerns,” he added.

Working with India to help evacuate those waiting to leave:

Israeli envoy

R & |1 Ao Tt & weradn: sermrel g

Reuven Azar says New Delhi has expressed concern about regional
stability; he conveys Israel’s ‘appreciation’ for India’s decision to break
with other members of Shanghai Cooperation Organisation for a statement

condemning Israel’s actionRasT 315X & FgT fr a5 et A el Ryar +i
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AFT AT Taa Y §; Iogher AUTE TFANT FISA & 3T GEEAT F AT SATHT
SRS & fFATE ST o & F R F e F fAT TR’ Yahe fram

o |srael is coordinating with the Indian Embassy in Tel Aviv to help those wanting to leave
the country amid air strike exchanges between Iran and Israel, Israel's Ambassador to
India Reuven Azar said on Tuesday.

SORTIST HR H 3791 TsTgel RAT AR & IHTAR &0 3R sorraer & i< gars gavai hr
G-l & JTT & SISl g dTell 1 HGG o ToIT a8 de 31T AT AR grard &

1Y GHGT T IET ¢

+ While India has so far not announced a plan to evacuate most citizens from either
country, the government is encouraging them to move away from major cities that will
face the brunt of the military action.

gTeTifeh T & 379 deh foraY oY 327 A 31T ATITRERT Y fAehTeTey Shr FYST=AT Y GYOIT AT
$1 ¢, AT TFR 38 AT AT A T I & FoIw earfee X W& § sTgt Ve Friars &7
378 3R gAm|

¢ lIran has retaliated to Israel’s strikes on Iranian nuclear installations on June 13 and
other military targets, with a barrage of strikes on several Israeli cities, ports, military
and research installations.

13 ST oY $AT TAT] FFAsaTal 3 3 Vo fOhTall IR SoRIA T gHAT o STaTd H gl
o gl e, Fewerel, der S IreTHHTeT UfasaE! T T Yega? gavaT fona &

e “We are now starting to organise through [Israel’s] Ministry of Transport, evacuation
commutes for diplomats and foreign citizens that want to leave.

“39 §H [SoTel F] IRAET HATTT & ATETH W TtaTiaan 31T faeft St & forw
ToehTel AT T TSIt Y& @ & 1"

There are a few options for this, both terrestrial and maritime, and we are discussing
these [with Indian authorities as well],” Mr. Azar told presspersons here.

o 5HF T ¥ 3R FHE AT AT [erew Hiolg €, 31N g 557 W ARy st @ o
TAT HI I, A 3R o TgT TTIHRT A FgT|

e According to officials, the land routes via the Allenby Bridge/King Hussein Bridge to
Jordan, as well as over the Eilat-Taba border crossing to Sharm el-Sheikh in Egypt
are operational, while cruise ships to Cyprus from Israeli ports at Haifa and Ashdod
may be another possibility.

. aﬁﬁrﬁﬁ%m,aﬁa#mmﬁwﬁwwﬁaaﬂimaﬂﬁm&m#
fore werTe-aTeT AT IR ART SR Frel AT aTe §, STafe T 3R el aetemEt @
ATSIH & AT Tt gl U 3N FHTTT &1 Tl 21

e In a briefing detailing Israel’s claims that it attacked Iran “pre-emptively” to avoid an
“imminent” attack by Iranian forces that were poised to develop nuclear weapons, Mr.
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Azar said the Israeli government had reached out to partners, including India, to explain
its actions.

o U ST H Torest 3ol o arar o o 3He ST0eiT dell GaRT “ATO] AR fashf&d
A & “HHeT” TR A T & [T “qd-Teatars” gaaT ohar, A 3o o Fgl foh gorrel
THR o 39 TIERT, ToTa TR off enfAer §, & AUk X 39T hIaTs ST cIareEdT $iI g

¢ In a post about his phone call with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, Prime

Minister Narendra Modi said he had shared India’s “concerns” with him and called for
the early restoration of peace and stability in the region.

o ST TG AEY 7 SR TETAHA SSAHA AceaTg & 3 BleT STcreiiet o R H Teh
IEe & gl [ 3egier IR ST "Riarat™ =) arsm Far 33 &7 & oy enfa sk feRar #r
STl ST 3MTEdTe foha|

o Asked if New Delhi had expressed specific concerns with regard to the attacks on
Iranian nuclear installations, including the facilities at Natanz and Isfahan that the
IAEA had criticised, Mr. Azar said India’s concerns were restricted to stability in the
region.

oSS 9ET I 13 T 1S el & aAreier 3 ThEr i 3o $r=ll qAT] Fhawmsit ) go
EHAT I I FIs TAAY AT s Fr 2t TSAhT IAEA & 3T 1 2, ar 4t 319 o &hgr
o IR T TRIATT haer i feuRar a& DA i

e “For a country like India that is a rapidly rising power, any disturbance to world peace
is detrimental to the national interest. So it's very natural that India will be concerned.

o “HRA S Joll ¥ 39S U & v AT aifar & F1S off arem w7 gt & fow grfasRs
£ safarT $TRa & Riar warenfaes &1

o We understand those concerns and try to ameliorate what we can,” Mr. Azar said.

o BH 3of T3 T THSIA & 3R i Ta 81 38 FERA bl A A 8, AT 3 o T |

e “We are going to continue our dialogue with the IAEA in order to assess the situation
and see how we can continue attacking, because we have to attack, but at the same
time to minimise casualties.”

o “BH AT FT 3Theled e 3R g W & AT IAEA & T 3797 Hale, TR TW3T ok g7
EHC! I HY ST TG Hehd &, FU1Toh §H FHAT HIAT 81911, olfehed ATY &Y gIfeY Y F3 o H&AT
g’

o |AEA chief Rafael Grossi said the strikes were “deeply concerning”, adding that
“nuclear facilities must never be attacked, regardless of the context or
circumstances”.

o |AEA 957@ el AT o e o A gl “arsfit v @ Riareers” § 3K 3wl Sirsr i
“qAT Ficrsarat a3 Feft gore gt fham ser fye, =g aRfeufa o st gh

e “Such attacks have serious implications for nuclear safety, security and safeguards,
as well as regional and international peace and security,” Mr. Grossi said.
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“UH GHI 3 GLATO] F&TT, FI&T AR ot & arer-ary avaiy st sraisdir enifey var geam
g ITHR IHTT g 8,7 AT Y oF hgT |
Mr. Azar expressed Israel’s “appreciation” for India’s decision to break with other

members of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation for a statement that had
condemned Israel’s attacks.

AT 31O A SoRTT UX §HaAT T TolaT SleT aTel ST H AUTS FEANIN IS & 3T HETAT A
37197 $W YT & AR F 01T & fIw "R egera fFam|

He dismissed questions about whether the Israeli government had lost bipartisan
support in India, given criticism from the Congress about its bombardment of Gaza
and the attack on Iran.

3ol Tg FaTel WIT Y 8T foh AT SRl TR & IR & Haga g G @ =ar
T, T ST FAW et & e 9T THaRY 3R &0 91 g7 i 3maier Hr g

‘I engage equally with people from all parties and all regions of India,” Mr. Azar said,
adding that he remains in touch with “very prominent people” at the Congress party.

“H $TRA & Tl geT AR &A1 & ST K T AT T ST G g, A7 3761 = hefl, AR ST
fo g A 9l & "IHE A3 @ FUF H EA B

“Sometimes people are more critical of you. It doesn’t mean that they are not your
friends. They have concerns,” he added.

“FeN-F3 ST ITIHT ITAF AT I & | FHHT Al Tg T8l ¢ foh  3HTIh T =3¢ ¢

GS Paper I1I: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, IS)

. Turmeric farming a new way to thwart wild animal threat

in Kerala’s Munnar

FIT & Hool A STl SATTat & T & fraea 1 a3 afier
<11 goal Y Wl

. Home Ministry to monitor career path of ex-Agniveers

E HATIT 4 HTPAIRT F FRAT g2 i ot wem

. India increased its nuclear warhead count to 180 in

2024: SIPRI report
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I A 2024 H YA WA FFAART AT FEAT TG1HT 180 H:
SIPRI fraYé

4. Synthetic Aperture Radar (SAR)
fAgfes 3Tt TR (SAR)

5. Easing prices: on the inflation data
rerat & et ARy & sws W

6. A free hand: on scientific institutes and GEM norms
TIAAdT TWY: drfaes TEUmEt 3 SEeH AEGs W

7. The Future of Abujhmad
ISAATS T HiasT

8. Hydraulic systems: their functioning and myriad
applications

grssifas wonfaT: see wr AR Rfaer s

9. Just 70% of IPOs listed at a premium in CY2025’
‘RAF 2025 F 70% FSH3T NAIH W) foee gw

10. CClIl buys 100 lakh bales of cotton at MSP
W3S & THTED 9T 100 I IS FIH G

1. Investors want clear ocean management rules for
funding

foraere I8d & TISC ABHNR Yaed aH Biga & v
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Turmeric farming a new way to thwart
Wlld anlmal threat in Kerala’s Munnar

Sandee Vellaram
IDUKKI

The once-abandoned cro-
pland in the tribal settle-
ments of Munnar in Kera-
la’s Idukki district will soon
adorn a green carpet.

Farmers had left large
areas uncultivated for
years owing to attacks by
wild animals.

According to officials,
the tribal population un-
der the wildlife division
has now introduced tur-
meric farming on the aban-
doned lands, as wild ani-
mals stay away from such
farms. The tribal popula-
tion took it up with the fi-
nancial support of the For-
est Department.

Turmeric farming a new way to thwart wild animal threat in

Rich dividends: Forest department officials and tribal farmers
sowing turmeric seeds on farms in the Munnar wildlife division.

Munnar Wildlife War-
den K.V. Harikrishnan says
that last year, turmeric was
cultivated on two acres un-
der the Munnar forest divi-

sion, and it reaped rich di-

vidends. “This year,

Kerala’s Munnar

I & Hool A STaTell STeTad & TR & frgea 1 7ar adiewr qar

goal sy @l

turmeric farming will be
done on 55.56 acres in the
tribal settlements of the
Chinnar Wildlife Sanctu-
ary, Eravikulam National
Park, and Anamudi Nation-
al Park. The trial farming

conducted here found that
turmeric farming is very
practical in these lands,”
says Mr. Harikrishnan.

Threat recedes
According to officials, all
wild animals, including
elephants and wild boars,
stay away from turmeric
farms. “During the trial
farming, the department
and tribal farmers moni-
tored the wild animals and
confirmed this,” he says.

Over the months, the of-
ficials noted that the crop-
raiding threat has waned.
“Turmeric farming is a
new hope for farmers, giv-
ing an average yield of five
tonnes per acre of land,”
said an official.

« The once-abandoned cropland in the tribal settlements of Munnar in
Kerala’s Idukki district will soon adorn a green carpet.

I F FZFh! TN & HeoT R Y AT IReaat 7 B 715 Wl Y Tt 37 Sreq

& &0 T1eT ¥ & AT

e Farmers had left large areas uncultivated for years owing to attacks by wild animals.

TRATAT ¥ STl ATAG & §HeIT T Iolg T INT deh o STHTT I W o7gT hr 2|

e According to officials, the tribal population under the wildlife division has now

introduced turmeric farming on abandoned lands, as wild animals stay away from such

farms.

AR o HTER, dedoita [FTT & IcTeTel JMfeard FHE = 39 B 71§ FTHial

ol T Welt ¢[E T § FAIMH ST ST 38 T Bl &

e The tribal population took it up with the financial support of the Forest Department.

g 1 e AT & Rl g 3§ har g
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e Munnar Wildlife Warden K.V. Harikrishnan said turmeric was cultivated last year on 2
acres under the Munnar forest division, and it reaped rich dividends.

HeAR & qegoita arsel .4, gRFST o T & [l Alel Foo T FHIIT o T 2
THS H gool T Wt FI 373 2y 3R sTeT 3reaT drer [Fe|

e This year, turmeric farming will be done on 55.56 acres in tribal settlements of Chinnar
Wildlife Sanctuary, Eravikulam National Park, and Anamudi National Park.

58 a¥ R aeasiia 3TerIRod, TUfaFast USSR 3SAT 3 sy TSERT JeATeT
AT SFETAr # 55.56 Ths H §ogl bl Wl hl S|

o Trial farming found turmeric farming to be very practical in these lands.
qRETOT Wl A g ATt T o 37 71 & ged) T Well a5t Ao ¢

o All wild animals including elephants and wild boars stay away from turmeric farms, as
observed by officials.

TRt & g T grfart 3 Sierelt g3t afea Hel Sierel Siera gedt & Wat & T T
gl

e During the trial farming, wild animals were monitored and this behaviour was
confirmed.

qRET0T Ycft o SR SaTell Siefat il fAaRrat Sy a1 3R g cTIER goe g3l

e Over the months, the crop-raiding threat has waned.
O AT 7 BHT I g HT Gl H 81 AT |

o Turmeric farming is a new hope for farmers, with an average yield of 5 tonnes per
acre.

gocl T WY fharar & fow a9 37dfig 57 318 &, Toas ufa vehs 3itwda« 5 & 3ust fAer @Y
gl
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Vijaita Smgh
NEW DELHI

With a year to go for the
first batch of Agniveers to
retire from military service
under the  Agnipath
scheme, the Union Home
Ministry has been tasked
with coordinating activities
for “further progression”
of their careers.

A portal will be
launched to monitor their
career prospects after four
years of service in the
armed forces.

A government source
said the Home Ministry
would coordinate with va-
rious Ministries and de-
partments of the Govern-
ment of India and the State
governments to facilitate
the career progression of
Agniveers.

“After serving four years
in armed forces, 75% of Ag-
niveers will exit. For coor-
dinating and monitoring
further progression of ex-
Agniveers, there will be an
online portal,” the source
added.

On Tuesday, the Cabinet

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Future tense: In the current scheme, 75% of Agniveers will exit
after four years of service in the armed forces. EMMANUAL YOGINI

Secretariat, through a noti-
fication signed by Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu,
amended the Government
of India (Allocation of Busi-
ness) Rules, 1961 and allo-
cated the work on progres-
sion of former Agniveers to
the Ministry.

The Agnipath scheme
was launched on June 14,
2022 to recruit soldiers, air-
men and sailors in the
three Services for a period
of four years.

The recruitment policy
met with violent protests in
2022 and was one of the
major issues during the
2024 Lok Sabha election.

HATAT T IdY 315 &
e A portal will be launched to monitor their career prospects after four years of service
in the armed forces.

T Fell 7 IR st Y a1 o §1e 3ofeh FRAT FHTAATAT Y fAIRTeAT & FAT veh e P&

T STeem|

Following protests, the Mi-
nistry announced that 10%
of all vacancies in the Cen-
tral Armed Police Forces
(CAPFs) will be reserved
for the Agniveers who have
completed their service.
Defence Ministry sources
said they were in process of
reviewing the scheme.

The first batch of Agni-
veers will be eligible for re-
cruitment in the CAPFs
such as the Central indus-
trial Security Force, Border
Security Force, Central Re-
serve Police Force, Indo-Ti-
betan Border Police, Sash-
astra Seema Bal, and
Assam Rifles in 2026.

Home Ministry
to monitor
career path of
ex-Agniveers

e FAAT TF
AR &
HRIAT 9 HY
IConcikTo)

o With a year to
go for the first batch
of Agniveers to retire
from military service
under the Agnipath
scheme, the Union
Home Ministry has
been tasked with
coordinating activities
for “further
progression” of their
careers.

ATTAGY QST & dgd
g a8 & HTAIRT %
Jarfagd g1 7 v a¥
AY g, 3R 3Tk FRIX
H "3 Hr yarfa” &
fore arfafafet &
HeaT LA ST
e 7 7

e A government source said the Home Ministry would coordinate with various Ministries,
departments of the Government of India and the State governments to facilitate the
career progression of Agniveers.
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Teh HIHRI A & el [ I[g HAT, R THR F FArerdl A ot our o7 TWani &
a1y et ATFeTdRY & FRAT A garfey T TATeT setream|

o “After serving four years in armed forces, 75% of Agniveers will exit. For coordinating
and monitoring further progression of ex-Agniveers, there will be an online portal,” the
source added.

"HIEA Fell H TR T Y §GT & 917G 75% TR 16T 8Y S0t | I HTAdRT hr 3mar iy
T & TF-ad 3R AIRE & AT U HieTarss Qi g19m," Tid o Fgl|

 On Tuesday, the Cabinet Secretariat, through a notification signed by President
Droupadi Murmu, amended the Government of India (Allocation of Business)
Rules, 1961 and allocated the work on progression of former Agniveers to the
Ministry.
HaTerar 1, Irsgufar gladY 73 GanT seareTRa sfRrgee & Areas & Hfaae wftarra 2
HRT WHR (F1F HraesT) a1, 1961 7 waersT 3 31k qF AfFadRy & yarfer &1
AT T AT

o The Agnipath scheme was launched on June 14, 2022 to recruit soldiers, airmen and
sailors in the three Services for a period of four years.

T AT T 14 ST 2022 1 Y 6T a7 AT ifer et Wanait 7 Jfovant, argiforant
3R fdet &t R &t & forw a7t & 57 8|

e The recruitment policy met with violent protests in 2022 and was one of the major
issues during the 2024 Lok Sabha election.

Ig 7clt afifer 2022 # e FavYer o1 HOT §eit 3K 2024 ANFHHT ToT1d & SR Ig Teh
& Hegr ATl
o Following protests, the Ministry announced that 10% of all vacancies in the Central

Armed Police Forces (CAPFs) will be reserved for Agniveers who have completed
their service.

TaRedt & aTe, FATerT & BivoT 1 foh S g gfaw aaf (CAPFs) 7 For RfFaat
10% 31 HRAIRT & forw sRfara frar suen fSiegiar 3roet dar g e ot &1

o Defence Ministry sources said they were in process of reviewing the scheme.
&1 HATT & GaAT o1 gl [ I 3 Arotetr Hr wtet i uftrar 7 )

o The first batch of Agniveers will be eligible for recruitment in CAPFs such as the
Central Industrial Security Force, Border Security Force, Central Reserve Police

Force, Indo-Tibetan Border Police, Sashastra Seema Bal, and Assam Rifles in
2026.

ggen HFdR 3 2026 7 FET At frE e a@, W gean aw@, Fr Red gfow T,
sRa-forsaa Wi gfaw, weres WA o 3R 37 T3Hew S CAPFs # orclf & fow o
gram|
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India increased its nuclear warhead
count to 180 in 2024: SIPRI report

e

GS Paper |lI: Defence

1
ne-mnunoporvdanttt-

NEW DELHI

Nearly all of the nine nu-
clear-armed countries, in-
cluding India and Pakistan,
continued intensive nu-
clear modernisation pro-
grammes in 2024, upgrad-
ing existing weapons and
adding newer versions, the
Stockholm International
Peace Research Institute
(SIPRI), a global think tank,
says in its 2025 report.
India is believed to have
once again “slightly ex-
panded” its nuclear arse-
nal in 2024 and continued
to develop new types of
nuclear delivery systems.
“India’s new ‘canisterised’
missiles, which can be
transported with mated
warheads, may be capable
of carrying nuclear war-
heads during peacetime,
and possibly even multiple
warheads on each missile,
once they become opera-
tional,” the SIPRI says.
“Pakistan also conti-

‘Nearly all of the nine
nuclear-armed
countries upgraded
weapons, added
newer versions’

nued to develop new deliv-
ery systems and accumu-
late fissile material in 2024,
suggesting that its nuclear
arsenal might expand over
the coming decade,” it
says, observing that in ear-
ly 2025, tensions between
India and Pakistan briefly
spilled over into armed
conflict.

“The combination of
strikes on nuclear-related
military infrastructure and
third-party disinformation
risked turning a conven-
tional conflict into a nu-
clear crisis,” says Matt Kor-
da, associate  senior
researcher with SIPRI’s
Weapons of Mass Destruc-
tion Programme and asso-
ciate director for the Nu-
clear Information Project

at FAS. “This should act as
a stark warning for states
seeking to increase their
reliance on nuclear wea-
pons,” he says.

The findings, SIPRI says,
are that a dangerous new
nuclear arms race is
emerging at a time when
arms control regimes are
severely weakened. The
nine nuclear-armed coun-
tries are the United States,
Russia, the United King-
dom, France, China, India,
Pakistan, the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea
(North Korea), and Israel.

Call for caution
According to the SIPRI esti-
mates, India’s stored war-
heads increased to 180 in
January 2025, from 172 in
January 2024; whereas
that of Pakistan remained
at 170. The U.S. has 1,770
deployed and 1,930 stored
warheads, while its inven-
tory stands at 5,177 in 2025
compared with 5,328 in
2024.

Russia has 1,718 de-
ployed and 2,591 stored
warheads, and its invento-
ry stands at 5,459, as
against 5,580 in 2024. Chi-
na has 24 deployed war-
heads and 576 stored ones,
with its inventory rising to
600 in January 2025 from
500 in 2024.

The total inventory
stands at 12,241, of which
9,614 warheads are in “mil-
itary stockpiles for poten-
tial use”. An estimated
3,912 warheads are de-
ployed with missiles and
aircraft, and the rest are in
central storage.

The report cautions that
if no new agreement is
reached to cap their stock-
piles, the number of war-
heads deployed on strateg-
ic missiles might increase
after the expiry of the bilat-
eral 2010 Treaty on Mea-
sures for the Further Re-
duction and Limitation of
Strategic Offensive Arms
(New START) in February
2026.

India increased its nuclear warhead count to 180 in 2024:
SIPRI report

I o 2024 H 3r9aY qTATY] §TAARY hr FEAT TGTHT 180 HT:
SIPRI Raé

Nearly all of the nine nuclear-armed countries, including India and Pakistan,
continued intensive nuclear modernisation programmes in 2024, upgrading
existing weapons and adding newer versions, the Stockholm International Peace
Research Institute (SIPRI), a global think tank, says in its 2025 report.

AR 3R arfhedrer wied aramsrar @t At aHAToy Wowt el A 2024 F g WA
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Iy fAFIRIOT FRiEH Y W@, AlSeT §RAARY F 37wra AT AR AT wEmor A, @
FeTHgIA seteieraTd N REe $¥iege (SIPRI) & 3rq«lY 2025 Fr Rale 7 F31|

India is believed to have once again “slightly expanded” its nuclear arsenal in 2024
and continued to develop new types of nuclear delivery systems.

HIAT STl & foh 8T &7 2024 3 Teh IR T 379e) IRATO] AFATIIR Y “dIsT qg1r” 3R
oY) fEeladt fves & AT YR T fashre STy T

“India’s new ‘canisterised’ missiles, which can be transported with mated warheads,
may be capable of carrying nuclear warheads during peacetime, and possibly even
multiple warheads on each missile, once they become operational,” the SIPRI says.

SIPRI & 3JHR, R 1 75 ‘Ffarergaa fAasd, [Se¢ aResH & A1y o STRIT 51T Wehell
¢, enforqot v # #f TRAT] AU of STl & FaTH g el 8, 3R T AT Wow @
HTOF aRES o HeTd &1 Fehdl ©, ST I HTe] &1 STl
“Pakistan also continued to develop new delivery systems and accumulate fissile
material in 2024, suggesting that its nuclear arsenal might expand over the coming

decade,” it says, observing that in early 2025, tensions between India and Pakistan
briefly spilled over into armed conflict.

“qIfFEare & 3 2024 F AT Felad Rred ReAd e 3R A s g
STAT AT STRT 1T, Ta® Hehel TReTdT § T 3HeRT IXATI 73R 319TeT a2l H §¢ Hehell §,”
RatE & gt aram &, 31X Ig it Aite Toham a1 T 2025 r YFIATT A, R IR Trfehedr= &
T deITd G T H FGof 1T AT|
“The combination of strikes on nuclear-related military infrastructure and third-party
disinformation risked turning a conventional conflict into a nuclear crisis,” says Matt

Korda, associate senior researcher with SIPRI's Weapons of Mass Destruction
Programme and associate director for the Nuclear Information Project at FAS.

SIPRI & fameraiY gRAR FriFA & vaffve Mfaaw REwR 3R FAS & ~gfFea?
FABIRIT Foiee o THITAUC SRR AT ST o Fgl, “IIHAT-Heftra A 3 o) gaell
3R fraY vaT Y AT FATARRY o HISTel o Teh TR HEY I AT FFHe H Teolel bl
TR YeT Y e’

“This should act as a stark warning for states seeking to increase their reliance on
nuclear weapons,” he says.

3e6ial heT, ‘g YRATY] §TAARY o) 379 AR Sora) ared et & forw weh &g Aaraedt gieir
afETl”

The findings, SIPRI says, are that a dangerous new nuclear arms race is emerging at
a time when arms control regimes are severely weakened.

SIPRI &7 &gl & fo s a1 § o Teh @aer 715 s sRaRi fr s 3sn @ g
ST FRAAR fAAAT SAEATT 18R & @ AR &1 gl & |

The nine nuclear-armed countries are the United States, Russia, the United
Kingdom, France, China, India, Pakistan, the Democratic People’s Republic of
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Korea (North Korea), and Israel.
A SRATY] HeT 2 §: WYFA U HARFT, T, Feses Rarsa, wiw, i, 1R,
qifREdret, 3aT HINAT (SAK R Nyed Rufsars 31w HR), iR sormE|

Call for caution

HIGETAT FY TaeThdr

e According to the SIPRI estimates, India’s stored warheads increased to 180 in
January 2025, from 172 in January 2024; whereas that of Pakistan remained at 170.

SIPRI & 3fe[ATAl o 38R, R & FILIT ATV & FAART S Team Sefad 2024 7 172 @

T FAAad 2025 I 180 &1 I15; ST qIfhedre hr T&AT 170 W 2 @

e The U.S. has 1,770 deployed and 1,930 stored warheads, while its inventory stands
at 5,177 in 2025 compared with 5,328 in 2024.

TYFT T IFANFT o U 1,770 A1 3R 1,930 HIEhT AT AR 8, 3N 3071 Fl
$ER 2024 # 5,328 @ TTHT 2025 # 5,177 g1 AT B

e Russia has 1,718 deployed and 2,591 stored warheads, and its inventory stands at
5,459, as against 5,580 in 2024.

TH & 9TH 1,718 A1 31 2,591 Hargher TATY] & fAAR &, 31X 3T 8131 2024 7 5,580 &
TeH 2025 F 5,459 &1 AT B

o China has 24 deployed warheads and 576 stored ones, with its inventory rising to
600 in January 2025 from 500 in 2024.

et o U1 24 AT TATY] §RAAR 31K 576 FAd AR &, 31 38T 613K 2024 F 500
Y qGehY STl 2025 # 600 &1 IAT B |

o The total inventory stands at 12,241, of which 9,614 warheads are in “military
stockpiles for potential use”.

Fol HSW T HEAT 12,241 &, T5rw ¥ 9,614 AR "wenfara swaier & faw Ay s A
gl

e An estimated 3,912 warheads are deployed with missiles and aircraft, and the rest
are in central storage.

oAt 3,912 9] ERAAR fAramgat sk faamat & arer dara €, 3R Qv Flr stsRor 7
gl

e The report cautions that if no new agreement is reached to cap their stockpiles, the
number of warheads deployed on strategic missiles might increase after the expiry

of the bilateral 2010 Treaty on Measures for the Further Reduction and Limitation of
Strategic Offensive Arms (New START) in February 2026.

R Tarastt &t § 6 afe Fg a3 garstiar 39 sisR Y AAT a7 9 F v AT a1 g,
ar A AaEdl I dara eRaRt S gar wradl 2026 7 WA 3rHEHEE gRARY
# seld sitv diar fFrufRor w 2010 i gfawsfia @@ (New START) & GAITT & 16 96
Thell B
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Inflation is falling, but the
unpredictability factor is high now

T he inflation data for May show just how

much can change in one month. Retail in-

flation came in at a 75-month low of 2.8%
in May, with easing food prices the main reason
behind this fall. Wholesale inflation, too, slowed
to just 0.4%, the lowest in more than a year. The
primary driver here, apart from falling food pric-
es, was a drastic contraction of 12.4% in crude oil
and natural gas prices. An oversupply of oil and a
slowing global economy had meant that the
months leading up to May had seen oil prices fall

considerably. With India importing about 80% of

its oil requirement, this eventually translated into
lower wholesale inflation in the country. The Re-
serve Bank of India (RBI) had, in its monetary
policy announcement on June 11, predicted that
inflation for the year would come in at an average
of 3.7%, down from its forecast of 4% in April. Ac-
cording to some analysts, retail inflation in June
could come in as low as 2% — the lower end of the
RBI's comfort band since current factors impact
the data with a considerable lag. Overall, the feel-
ing until not too long ago was that inflation would
continue to ease. But then Israel attacked Iran,
and the monsoon’s progress across the country
slowed, both developments that are likely to af-
fect the two key factors, fuel and food, that had,
until now, led to the fall in overall inflation.

Qil prices jumped as much as 8% in a single
day following Israel’s attack on Iran on June 13.
The Hindu had, last week, reported that an esca-
lation of tensions between the two countries and
a resultant blockage of the vital Strait of Hormuz
could result in a 40%-50% increase in shipping
costs for Indian exports and imports, and could
impact India’s oil supplies from key sources such
as Iraq, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emi-
rates. This is not an unlikely eventuality, either,
with Commerce Ministry officials set to hold a
meeting this week with trade and shipping sector
stakeholders to discuss how the government can
ease their distress. Costlier inputs, especially oil,
will eventually move the inflation needle back up.
The monsoon has picked up pace again, accord-
ing to India Meteorological Department officials,
but it’s still early days. In the past, even though
the overall monsoon has been satisfactory, its un-
even spatial distribution has left several agricul-
tural areas parched. It is far from certain that
food prices will continue their downward trajec-
tory. In its last monetary policy meeting, the RBI
shifted its stance to ‘neutral’, indicating that it
was as ready to raise interest rates as it was to cut
_ them. This was prescient, as the last few weeks
have shown just how nimble monetary policy has
to be in these increasingly unpredictable times.

Address
Email Id

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Easing prices: on the inflation data
AT A AT AGIEHIFA & 3Tehst T
Inflation is falling, but the unpredictability factor is high now

Ferehfe ue W &, A sfafaaar w1 wav s Frdr F=m 8

. The inflation data for May show just how much can change
in one month.

#$ & foT AR F 3Ths e 8 o dhaor v w1 7 Rrae

9CdTd 8 ThcT g
. Retail inflation came in at a 75-month low of 2.8% in May,
with easing food prices the main reason behind this fall.

S A Gl HAEHITT 2.8% TG ST 75 A1 &7 forwrelr T &, 3R
SHH ALY HRUT WIeT FAdl 7 fRmEe g

o Wholesale inflation, too, slowed to just 0.4%, the lowest in
more than a year.

e AEHITT 8 Breent fA 0.4% T8 18, S v arer & oft srftrss
JeA FA G

. The primary driver here, apart from falling food prices, was
a drastic contraction of 12.4% in crude oil and natural gas
prices.

38 U1 Ueh 3o 99T HROT Fed dof AN Tpfas i i feral
H 12.4% $r #r0 Arrae A, @igy HAdT & e

. An oversupply of oil and a slowing global economy had
meant that the months leading up to May had seen oil prices fall
considerably.

ae & 370 Imgfet 3N ANTF sferarm A AR F IR AS @
gol & HAglell 7 del Y HraAalr A 1T AEae 3ms|
. With India importing about 80% of its oil requirement, this
eventually translated into lower wholesale inflation in the country.

IR 37951 80% AT ITARIAFATIHT FT HTATT HIT &, SHOIT Ig
TIRTae 37cd: gor & O Ferehfa & F & &7 7 qHH S|
. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) had, in its monetary
policy announcement on June 11, predicted that inflation for the
year would come in at an average of 3.7%, down from its forecast
of 4% in April.

AR RTd o (RBI) ¥ 11 3T &7 379311 Afee sty v arwom &
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Ao $1X T FETERIT T 3Tt 3.7% et hr srfasgaroft 1, S 3rhet & 4% & IgA= &

T AT

e According to some analysts, retail inflation in June could come in as low as 2% — the
lower end of the RBI’'s comfort band since current factors impact the data with a
considerable lag.

Fo [aeeIvehl & AR, SfT & GeT HERHITT 2% Teh 37T Hehell § — SiT RBI & HalsTelsh
SR 7 farare R &, FIfF adATT FRET 1 9s7a A & A gz |
o Overall, the feeling until not too long ago was that inflation would continue to ease.
o fAcITeT, 3780 gTel ek TET epetfar ot fo ogemehfey F e iRy e
o Butthen Israel attacked Iran, and the monsoon’s progress across the country

slowed, both developments that are likely to affect the two key factors, fuel and food,
that had, until now, led to the fall in overall inflation.

ofehet e gorrser A §U0T W gre v, 3R s A Aoy & yarfer ehaft gy o — 3
aleil BT 2l YW e, $ereT 3R WreT T yenfad oY encll &, TSiegiel 316 e Fel
Farehfa & fiRmae o o

Impact of Israel-Iran Conflict on Oil and Trade

SIS -ST0eT HUY T del 3 SR W 93ia

e Qil prices jumped as much as 8% in a single day following Israel’s attack on Iran on
June 13.

13 ST T SISl GART SXTel T GHAAT A & 916G el Y A T &1 &t 7 8% o ¢
TS|
o The Hindu had, last week, reported that an escalation of tensions between the two

countries and a resultant blockage of the vital Strait of Hormuz could result in a 40%-
50% increase in shipping costs for Indian exports and imports.

& féq o Tser gedreg Sarm o7 3 3T alel ¢Rif & &I deTd d6a) 3R Ageaqot eRage
TTSHATHET I Iy 1 AT 7 s e 3 smara & fore R awra & 40%-
50% Y g&f&r &1 Tehcll &

e |t could impact India’s oil supplies from key sources such as Iraq, Saudi Arabia and
the United Arab Emirates.

g A Y el ATqfet T THTTAT X Heel &, FAIAT &7 & 50, T3 I 3R wgFa
3R HARTT S wogE |t 4|
e This is not an unlikely eventuality, either, with Commerce Ministry officials set to hold a

meeting this week with trade and shipping sector stakeholders to discuss how the
government can ease their distress.

g FHTGT 37 3T 18 §, i aiffrsT #ATeT & AN 57 Hoarg sa9r 3R
AT &7 F RAURFT & AT 5 FaT arel §, dTfh TIHR IeThT qATAT FY HH FH FT
FHha &, 39 W T HI ST TqH|
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e Costlier inputs, especially oil, will eventually move the inflation needle back up.

HEI gaAYC, fAAT §T F A, 37cTd: FEEdIfer HY BT @ FTT AT 3R Uhel Tehd & |

Uncertainty of Monsoon and Food Prices

A AR e Herat A srfAReaan

e The monsoon has picked up pace again, according to India Meteorological
Department officials, but it’s still early days.

AR Al e femr & 3fUeREl & Tar Ay o R & afq v f @, dfT a8
3780 YR =Ror B |

* In the past, even though the overall monsoon has been satisfactory, its uneven spatial
distribution has left several agricultural areas parched.

37l #, gTelifeh Fer TR AT Hallworera (61 8, 36T 30w T stanfora fareor
& T &S FY &= 7 F@T IST 8|
e ltis far from certain that food prices will continue their downward trajectory.

Ig gl ST AR ¢ foh WeT Hrerat 7 FRTEe 1 Ts71e TRy W@

RBI’s Neutral Monetary Stance
RBI &1 de&y Alfew v@

e Inits last monetary policy meeting, the RBI shifted its stance to ‘neutral’, indicating
that it was as ready to raise interest rates as it was to cut them.

39T el Fifge AIfS So &, RBI & 39T 3@ "de¥y” HX f&ar a1, f5aw Ig dohd
e T ag sarer &Y 9eTe 3R ged, gt & foav IR &

e This was prescient, as the last few weeks have shown just how nimble monetary
policy has to be in these increasingly unpredictable times.

I8 Ueh graelt ot o, ifs: Moo o aedrel A fewr fear & o s+ agdt srfafReaaansit
arer @R # Aifew afifer Y frae ahar gl gsar g
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Vasudevan Mukunth

Synthetic
aperture
radar (SAR) is
a way to
make sharp
pictures even
when it’s
dark or
cloudy. Instead of using visible
light like a regular camera, SAR
systems send out microwave
pulses and record the echoes
that bounce back from the
ground, ocean, ice or buildings.
Then, clever signal processing
turns those echoes into
detailed images.

The key element is the
antenna that receives the
echoes. Usually, the longer a
physical antenna, the better the
resolution — but a large
antenna is hard to build and
maintain. On a SAR, a small
antenna is carried on a moving
platform like a satellite. As a
result each echo is recorded at
a slightly different position. By
stitching them together with
precise timing and phase
information, software can help
mimic a single antenna
hundreds of metres long.

Since microwaves penetrate
clouds, smoke, and even light
rainfall, SAR can collect data

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

An artist’s concept of the NISAR satellite in earth orbit. The
radar antenna reflector is deployed on top. NASA

24/7. If a SAR unit is mounted on an orbiting
satellite, it can map swaths of land hundreds of
kilometres wide in a single overpass. Different
materials like soil, vegetation, water, and metals
reflect microwaves differently, allowing SAR to
detect changes invisible to optical sensors.

On June 12, NASA said the NASA-ISRO SAR
(NISAR) mission had arrived at ISRO’s spaceport
in Sriharikota. Once it’s launched, NISAR will
“scan nearly all of earth’s land and ice surfaces
twice every 12 days,” providing “an
unprecedented amount of information about
our planet’s environment.”

N

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in

with the subject ‘Daily page’

into detailed images.
T 3o Reete WA 37 wfaeafaat w1 Reqa Rt 7§ sga & &)

e The key element is the antenna that receives the echoes.

T dcq g W § ot gfaeaferal &t ared a8

Synthetic Aperture
Radar (SAR)
fFafes it TR
(SAR)

Synthetic aperture radar
(SAR) is a way to make sharp
pictures even when it’s dark
or cloudy.

fAafes 3R TR (SAR) t&
fafer @ St 3R a7 SIE e AT
Atga 7 #) Tve AT 941 FHd)
gl

. Instead of using visible light
like a regular camera, SAR
systems send out microwave
pulses and record the echoes that
bounce back from the ground,
ocean, ice or buildings.

ARG HHA HT G GIT THTA HT
39T et o ST, SAR JUTTelr
ABFIAT Tod ot & 31 s,
AT, 9% T SARAT & oiesy arelr
gfaeafaar I RS il g

. Then, clever signal
processing turns those echoes

e Usually, the longer a physical antenna, the better the resolution — but a large
antenna is hard to build and maintain.

AT, TIAAT e AT, 3l dgav YaArerereT — oifehet 93 T &7 #0731 Teva

ST gt &

e On a SAR, a small antenna is carried on a moving platform like a satellite.

SAR # T BT TET fndT aifaefier cale®id S o 39rg OX SI9TT ST g
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Each echo is recorded at a slightly different position as the satellite moves.
S-S 3YAE 30T ddT &, Ucdeh gfaeafer 213) srerer Rufa w Reis gidr g1

By stitching them together with precise timing and phase information, software can
mimic a single large antenna hundreds of metres long.

So¢ Th AT 3 BT AT F TTY 5, TiFeddR Vel ey d«t Tdar &7 dAwva

I TqRAT L
Microwaves can penetrate clouds, smoke, and light rain, so SAR works 24/7.

ATSHIAT STeell, YU 3R goht TR Y e Hehel ¢, SATIT SAR 24 € FTAl foeT e oY

HehdT ¢
A SAR unit on an orbiting satellite can map hundreds of kilometres of land in one
pass.

farelY &atT & TREAT FIQ 3TAF T o9 SAR U aR # A3t freiefiex §{f# &1 AfR=or

HT ThT ¢
Different materials like soil, vegetation, water, and metals reflect microwaves
differently, allowing SAR to detect changes invisible to optical sensors.

fed), aereafa, arelt 3k T S 3reeT-31ereT aEqU ATShIad @l e w7 7 wrafda
Y &, TS ET SAR W aeana off UgaTe FehaT & St 3iffeewa AW & 78T R@d|

NISAR Mission by NASA and ISRO
T 3 WY #T NISAR e

e On June 12, NASA said the NASA-ISRO SAR (NISAR) mission had arrived at ISRO’s
spaceport in Sriharikota.

12 [ &1 NASA o &g i NASA-ISRO SAR (NISAR) TR s83Y & sfigReter srafter ¥

e Once launched, NISAR will scan nearly all of Earth’s land and ice surfaces twice
every 12 days.

dfea & a1g NISAR &Y 12 &t # gt ar gt dr erereret ol a1fdy 3ilv ahfel wael &1 vt
HT

o It will provide an unprecedented amount of information about Earth’s environment.

Ig YT & GATEROT & IR 7 IS ATAT H AR TToT |
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Afree han

Science must be unfettered if it is
to be useful
L ast week, the government issued a set of

orders that scientists have heralded as ‘re-

volutionary’. A major change is in allow-
ing scientific institutions to bypass the Govern-
ment e-Marketplace (GEM), a Commerce
Ministry initiative that is meant to prioritise
made-in-India equipment. GEM norms require all
government purchases — from laptops to furni-
ture — to be routed through the GEM-portal, with
a mandate to buy from the vendor offering the
lowest price. While technocrats in government
amplified this bypass as a “landmark” initiative to
promote ‘ease of doing research and develop-
ment, the fact is that until GEM-based procure-
ment was made mandatory from 2020, the de-
fault option was to allow individual scientific
institutions the freedom to make their choices re-
garding the vendors they procure. Take for exam-
ple, sodium chloride. Something as common as
table salt must be available in infinite supply and
it is only proper that laboratories — they require
great quantities for its myriad applications in re-
search — source it from the supplier who offers it
the cheapest. However, much like the avatars of
salt — kosher, flat or sea — are uncommonly un-
ique to the chef, the differences in purity even
within common salt are critical to scientific re-
search as well as the manufacture of pharmaceut-
icals. This translates to some vendors being more
reliable and, therefore, more preferred.

A major aspect of scientific research is about
being able to reproduce results of experiments
described in publications. Often, this requires fi-
delity to the methods and materials of the origi-
nal experimenter. Given the challenge of bud-
gets, the inability to source the right material
results in experiments being junked halfway, or
crimping on experimental ambition, resulting,
overall, in a net loss of resources, time and effort.
If this is extended to materials more complicated
than salt — precision lathes, customised lab-pro-
duced diamonds, biological molecules, for exam-
ple — it is easy to understand the gripe of scien-
tists. It is understandable, and pardonable, when
a government experiments with an untested pol-
icy and runs into uncharted waters or unknown
unknowns. In the case of GEM, it was a known
fact that India lacked an industrial base for so-
phisticated machinery, and it was inevitable that
the hammer-head policy that saw all products as
cookie-cutter nails would impede scientific re-
search. India’s scientific ministries are unique in
that they are led by scientists, instead of the usual
norm of having career bureaucrats. This was due
to a recognition, dating back to the early years of
the republic, that while science and technology
can be employed to serve the state, science itself
is unfettered and must be specially nurtured to
be useful. A free hand is worth more than two fet-
tered arms.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

A free hand: on scientific institutes and
GEM norms

FaAAdT SN A aEumET 3T shidea
ATASST WX

Last week, the government issued a set of orders that
scientists have described as ‘revolutionary’. One of the
most important changes in these orders is that
scientific institutions have now been allowed to bypass
the Government e-Marketplace (GEM) — a Commerce
Ministry platform designed to encourage the use of
made-in-India equipment.

Rod geare TR F Fo ey sl fFv 9 dafast 2
‘FIfAFRY TATATI o7 ITAT F FGH AT agaTa I8 ¢ &
I AATAF TEYEAT H TIHRT §-AThecad (GEM) &t
ATTIHETS FIA Y IHTATT &Y TE ¥ —

. According to existing GEM rules, all government
purchases — whether laptops or furniture — must be done
through the GEM portal, and must be from the lowest bidder.

. Ig A0l HATC HT Toh AT ¢, Tord AR & fAfda suson
I WIcHTTEd ¥ & ToT SIrT 9137 ATl GEM & Hisjer st &
HTAN, TR BT T Tl — =E T AT g1 A1 Feffad — GEM
gicel & ATETH 3R a0 FH Yol 31 arel [AohdT I &7 FTair
glcin &1

. Though government technocrats have called this
relaxation a “landmark” step to boost research and
development, the reality is that before 2020, when GEM-based
procurement was made mandatory, scientific institutions had the
freedom to choose their vendors themselves.

. gleliTeh TR H Tehailehl [AAWAT of 38 Be i “VagTias
Fed” TN § i 3T 3N faehre T Sgrar am, Aifehet Fearg
Ig ¢ f6 2020 & 9gd, 519 GEM-3menRa Tl Afary A&7 o,
AeATeTeh TEATAT T 319 TAShelT31T ! FadT T § Folal 3l IFATT
oY

o Take for instance the case of sodium chloride, or table salt. Though it is an extremely
common material and expected to be available in large quantities, research laboratories
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use it in diverse ways and need large supplies. Naturally, they would be expected to buy
it from the cheapest supplier. But the reality is that, like various types of salt used by
chefs — such as kosher, flat, or sea salt — differences in purity matter significantly in
scientific experiments and in pharmaceutical production. Thus, only some vendors
can meet these specific standards, making them more reliable and preferred.

o 3CIEXUT & [T of WIfETs FARISS IT WIUROT 7HA® | Jg Ueh cdd ATHT 1A § AR
SHHT T AT H It 3T gl §, T ITHUTeT JATRATATT S/ &S e o FAT
HLAT & 3R 3¢ T8T AT H SHET TETHdT 8ldT & | TATHTAS T T 3AY 3FHIG T AT &
o I 38 TR TE IMYffrdt @ T | AfheT TS g § SR Wis R R &
AHD ST FRI, FAC AT HAT THF I IUANT I o, 99 & 3rgaene A sitwforat &
foraATor 7 QeHdT F HeR 3T Hgca Ul 81 &1 38 HROT ¥ o [aAW fashclm & 31 ATeTahl
Y T T a1 § 3R SERIT & 3170 Rregwei 3R wrafdsar arer gia

e An essential part of scientific research is the ability to reproduce experimental
results. This often requires complete faithfulness to the methods and materials used
by the original researcher. However, due to budget constraints, when researchers
cannot access the exact materials, experiments may be abandoned midway, or
scaled down, which results in the wastage of time, resources, and effort. When it
comes to even more complex items like precision tools, lab-made diamonds, or
biological molecules, the restrictions of GEM create even greater difficulties for
scientists, making their complaints fully understandable.

o AT ITET 1 U AT fewar I8 giar & fo et & gt @Y Siewran o a9 |
38 foIT T F{eT Tl gaRT 39T &1 375 fafert ik arafat & afcr qut adear &
3TARTRAT I &1 SfeheT Tote Y AT & FRUT 9 AMerhar 3T Al ured FA8T
qrd, df 9Ter A7 o i & &1 3 ST & T 3eg TIfAT T USdT &, s AT, A=A
3k st #r arfer @l 81 3R 519 T et 3R o Sifee aEq i SR R affister 3w,
srEivarerTen A fAfFe § a Stfae oy i @il &, A GEM #r Trafear danfeet & forw 31 o
STET FHSATSAT WS X ol §, Foradt 3a7hr Repraet gt g & anfore vt e €1

e ltis understandable — and even excusable — when a government introduces a new
and untested policy and finds itself in unfamiliar situations or facing unforeseen
consequences. But in the case of GEM, it was already well known that India lacked a
strong industrial base for advanced scientific machinery. So it was predictable that a
one-size-fits-all approach would hamper scientific progress.

o IE FHSTT AT § — R fhaY g8 do 6797 81 — I TR 31 A% 3R sraRfaa A
AL AT & 3R 3 31etorrer aRTEfAT a1 srqeanfare aRomat &1 e e gsar g
AfheT GEM & AT & I8 Ugel A AT 9T fh TR & U 3t denfaes wefierdY & fow
Aorqe JteAifre IR 761 &1 sEfaT I qaEeaReT o1 6 v gan Aifa qeft scael )
AL e O AT Worfay #F arer 3eef |

e India’s scientific ministries are unique in being led not by career bureaucrats, but by
actual scientists. This tradition dates back to the early years of independent India,
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and it rests on the belief that while science and technology may serve state objectives,
science itself must remain independent, and therefore, needs to be specially
protected and promoted. Ultimately, a free hand in science is more powerful and
valuable than two restricted hands.

o HRA & defas AT SHTAT 3ETA § Fife 3T Aqded TR AlFRel & S
defaet g foham STTdT &1 I8 IO 9T HRA & RIAE Ut 8 =il 317 W@ & 3R 38w
MR Ie fazara ¢ o acafy e sk weafarh T & 3egeat i qfd & weraes g
"ehel §, W FraTer ¥ T gar @ 3 58 Ry & @ sl ik e e smen
AT A, AT & 837 U T g1 &1 13 §U &4 A gl 31fRrh erfereremmed iR
Hegare i ¢
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The future of Abujihmad

What will the liberation’ of Abujhmad from the Maoists look like?

I STATE OF PLAY |

Shubhranshu Choudhary

bujhmad, a dense and
A nearly impenetrable

forest region, is the
only largely unsurveyed area
in the country. Even its name
suggests the difficulty of the
terrain: Abujhmad means ‘in-
comprehensible platean’ in
Hindi. According to the 2011
Census, the area is home to
40,000 residents, who are
Abujhmadiya tribal people.
This is one of the seven Partic-
ularly Vulnerable Tribal
Groups in Chhattisgarh. The
Abujhmadiyas are sub-tribes
of the Gond tribe. Abujhmadi-
yas say that Abujhmad is a
Gondi word that translates in-
to ‘sal forest’.

In colonial India, the British
categorised some areas of the
country as ‘excluded areas’
and some others as ‘partially
excluded areas’ under the Go-
vernment of India Act, 1935.
These areas were left un-
touched. Abujhmad was an
‘excluded area’ although the
British did conduct a land sur-
vey there in 1873. In indepen-
dent India, the fruits of deve-
lopment did not reach
Abujhmad. The region has
therefore not seen the nega-
tive consequences of develop-
ment either. Maoists took ad-
vantage of the lack of
developmment and made
Abujhmad their unofficial
headquarters. They termed it
a “liberated zone”.

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah has said that the Maoists
would be eliminated by March
2026. So Abujhmad is about to
be liberated again, but this
time from the Maoists. What
will this liberation look like?
The idea is to build new roads,
police stations, schools, hospi-
tals, and mobile towers. The
work on some of these has al-
ready started. Over the last
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few years, iron ore is being
mined from the periphery
areas of Abujhmad. Now, it is
set to happen inside Abujh-
mad as well. But will the law
be followed?

The Scheduled Tribes and
Other Traditional Forest
Dwellers (Recognition of For-
est Rights) Act, 2006, gives
special rights to forest-dwell-
ing communities. In 2019,
when Abujhmadiyas made ef-
forts to apply for habitat
rights, the Maoists threatened
the head of their samaj with
death. The State government
also did not cooperate with
the tribal people. Will that
change now?

The Abujhmad forest area
is larger than Goa. It is spread
across three districts in Chhat-
tisgarh — Narayanpur, Bijapur,
and Dantewada — and one of
Maharashtra — Gadchiroli. As
part of its anti-Maoist strategy,
the Indian Army once planned
a manoeuvring range in
Abujhmad. This plan has not
been abandoned yet.

Abujhmad also produces
what is possibly the purest
form of organic food. Will
there be efforts to leverage
this unique opportunity? Or
will the region be flooded by
modern fertilizers and pesti-
cides with the help of the new
roads and markets? In the sal
forest of Abujhmad, mahua
trees flourish. Like many oth-
er Adivasi women, Abujhma-
diya women also collect ma-

hua flowers and make liquor
out of it. Will there be efforts
to establish an Abujhmad Ma-
hua Union Limited, akin to
Amul, so that Abujhmadiya
mahua liquor can be sold
worldwide and the profit can
go to Abujhmadiya mahua col-
lectors? If liberation means
only opening a mahua liquor
factory, that may not help the
Abujhmadiyas much.

CGnet Swara, an NGO I
founded, is trying to start a
platform called Abujhmad
AIR (Artificial Intelligence Ra-
dio). This will have an Al agent
which will ask hundreds of
Abujhmadiyas about their
problems and what develop-
ment they wish to see in their
region. A radio programme
will be made from this and ta-
ken to government officials.
Will the officials listen to their
voices?

Deep inside Abujhmad, an
Adivasi Maoist once told me,
“We are not ‘terrorists’; we are
journalists like you. We use
guns to make loud noises like
Bhagat Singh because the me-
dia does not listen to us. Can
you come up with a media
that is not owned by a few and
gives equal respect to all?”

As per the Gondi religion,
the journey of mankind start-
ed from a hill inside Abujh-
mad called Verwakot. When
the world got inundated, only
Verwakot was not submerged.
Believers say that the first Shi-
va, who they also call Bada-
dev, survived by floating on a
Tumba, or a boat made of big
bottle gourd. According to
these oral Gondi stories, there
were 84 Shivas who they call
Shambhu Shek. Can habitat
rights give Abujhmadiyas the
right to say ‘no’ if there is a
proposal to mine Verwakot?
Will the rights of the people be
respected in liberated Abujh-
mad? These are questions to
ponder.

The Future of
Abujhmad

ISATS T HiasT

¢ Abujhmad, a dense and
nearly impenetrable forest
region, is the only largely
unsurveyed area in the country.

FATS, Teh ©AT 3 87T
3T G &7, S T T AT
HAFAT ITHIETOT 817 5|

e |ts name means
‘incomprehensible plateau’ in
Hindi.

SHT o118 feer & ‘37
compreensio IR’ &1 37 &
e According to the 2011
Census, the area is home to

40,000 residents, who are
Abujhmadiya tribal people.

2011 Y AT & 3]AR, 58
& 7 40,000 faart, Sir
AT TETHY, T8 8 |

e This is one of the seven
Particularly Vulnerable Tribal
Groups in Chhattisgarh.

g BAe & A AT wr &
FHAR FAATAT TG H & Teh
gl

e The Abujhmadiyas are sub-
tribes of the Gond tribe, and say
that Abujhmad is a Gondi word
meaning ‘sal forest’.

FATSAT 9115 ST HT 30-
SeTenfaar g, iR Fead & [F

HFTATS U iaT ereg ¢ e
Shubhranshu Choudhary is a journalist | 3_]'25’ im T m’ %‘I

e In colonial India, the British classified areas as ‘excluded areas’ or ‘partially excluded
areas’ under the Government of India Act, 1935; Abujhmad was an ‘excluded area’,
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although a land survey was done there in 1873.

HafafRies HRA &, 36T & TRa TFR FfATe, 1935 F Ted avl H1 afgsHa e a1
31T afesdha &1 & w9 7 qefigra T, rasrATs v ‘afgsema &1 o, grenfe agl 1873
H Teh $fr wETOT ST feham T |

¢ Inindependent India, development did not reach Abujhmad, and thus the region also
escaped the negative consequences of development.

Fael R #, I Aqgrars a e g, AR 3 FROT Tg & R F ThRIcHS
g3aY & off = @

* Maoists took advantage of this void and made Abujhmad their unofficial headquarters,
calling it a “liberated zone”.

ATINETEY o 3E YT T BRICET I6RAT HR ISTATS T AT FaAtqaries FEITerT aa1 form,
AR “ap T

e Union Home Minister Amit Shah has said that the Maoists would be eliminated by
March 2026.
FEIT IEHAT AT AME F gl § o ATIHIATEY Y AR 2026 TF HATCA Y AT ST

e« So Abujhmad is about to be liberated again, this time from the Maoists.
SHTAT HGSTATS T T & Fara fonaT ST1T &, 3 IR AT3iamr /1

« The plan involves building new roads, police stations, schools, hospitals, and
mobile towers—work on some has already started.

TSl H 7§ 5, AT, THeT, HETAT, 3R Aarger et o1 HH07 2nffer —Fo WA
T & AF B TH &

e Over the last few years, iron ore has been mined from the periphery areas of
Abujhmad; now it’s set to happen inside Abujhmad as well.

o $o ant A, rgars & aRftr &=t @ dle sraes Aerar I, 319 58 &7 & 3re7 ot
e T A= gl

e But will the law be followed?
Afhal ST HTefeT T Teled TehaT SITTATT?

o The Forest Rights Act, 2006, gives special rights to forest-dwelling communities.
a1 fsR ffaTs, 2006, Faarfaal wF Qv JfoER Sar gl

e In 2019, when Abujhmadiyas applied for habitat rights, the Maoists threatened their
community head with death.

2019 #, ST« HSATSAT HTaR HTAFRT & AT 37deeT T 1§ I, dr ABNAE 7 34 FATS

YHE HY Al AT e |

o The State government did not cooperate.
TSI WHR o FEITT AT fohar|

e Wil that change now?
T 3 dg dGeld 3TTaM?

e The Abujhmad forest area is larger than Goa, spread across three districts in
Chhattisgarh—Narayanpur, Bijapur, Dantewada—and one in Maharashtra—
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Gadchiroli.
HGSIHATS IT 417 AT F q1 8, S BEAIAG & clied Torel—ARTIOIR, FATR, Gerarsi—3iR
HAERTSE & Teh Tolel—argfaYel—a therr B

e As part of its anti-Maoist strategy, the Indian Army once planned a manoeuvring
range in Abujhmad,; this plan has not been abandoned yet.

37aeTt AT3ETE)-fAR W & I, AR ¥ F T TR 3T 7 AR IS a9 s
T AT IS 2Y; Tg AT el maft 7T a1

e Abujhmad also produces what is possibly the purest form of organic food.
HGSTATS THAT: HIW YGH ATAF HISTeT ScTeed AT B |

o Will efforts be made to leverage this unique opportunity, or will the region be flooded
with modern fertilizers and pesticides via new roads and markets?

a1 38 TAfAIST 3rawR T AguAer e FT YA AT SATweT, A7 81T 7 A wsF AR eI
& HTETH § Arefare 36t AR Frearers &1 a1 31 Siwe?

e In Abujhmad’s sal forest, mahua trees flourish; women collect mahua flowers and
make liquor from them.

3TEISTHATS & WIS SISl H AGIHT & I3 BoId-Feld &; AT AGIHT & Fel Sheol Al ¢ IR
379 T ST 2|

o  Will there be efforts to establish an Abujhmad Mahua Union Limited, similar to Amul,
so that profits go to Abujhmadiya collectors?

AT HFTATS AT AT AT T1AT A 1 91 E19T, WS Y g, Tfeh efer
HIFATSAT Faaed &I e Th?

o If liberation means only opening a mahua liquor factory, that may not help the
Abujhmadiyas much.

3R i 1 31 FAth Th AEHT RTa Y Yeredt @eretT &, A Tg IHAATSATH Y sger
GG AGT |
e CGnet Swara, an NGO, is trying to launch Abujhmad AI-R (Artificial Intelligence

Radio)—an Al agent will ask hundreds of Abujhmadiyas about their problems and
development wishes.

CGnet Swara #TH& T NGO qgrATs Al-R (F3# ggfarsmr ) dica wa i wifrer
&Y T@T e—Uh Al Tele dergl IS & 37 g3t 3R Rera i geomsi & an
& g

e Aradio programme will be compiled and taken to government officials.

e A FRIFH IR Far Sreem 3R g rfaRTRAT & areEsy 3@r Siren|

Will the officials listen to their voices?

T AR 3eTehT JTaTaAT Y GeAar?

o Deep inside Abujhmad, an Adivasi Maoist once told me:

ISIATS o 37e, Teh JAfeardt ATHGEY = HFH Fgl:
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e “We are not ‘terrorists’; we are journalists like you. We use guns to make loud noises
like Bhagat Singh because the media does not listen to us.

“GH ‘TAFAREY e §; &7 TAFR & 3T S| &7 318 3HTaTer e & foIT ¥R &t 37T
A & o sraTeT g it A3 g widh gerel|

e “Can you come up with a media that is not owned by a few and gives equal respect to
all?”
‘T 319 XY AT 71 Fondd B S $T & TaTffcd & o g1 3R Tah! GHTT FFATT 77

e According to Gondi religion, the journey of mankind began from a hill in Abujhmad
called Verwakot.

ﬁﬁuﬁ%w,maﬁﬁmmﬂw?wqg@rwmﬁaﬁgézﬁl

e When the world got inundated, only Verwakot was not submerged; believers say the
first Shiva (Badadev) survived on a Tumba (boat) made from a large bottle gourd.

ST fared 39 31T, Sl AATHIE AL ZAT; $erdl T Fgell & [ gl BT (FERE) & U 93
AtehY & SoT T (ATE) TR TR et s |

e According to oral Gondi stories, there were 84 Shivas called Shambhu Shek.
A ST gTiial & HTAR, d81 84 T & fSie AWy A hgr ST T

e Can habitat rights give Abujhmadiyas the right to say ‘no’ if there is a proposal to
mine Verwakot?

T T ISR ISATSIT 1 1 Fgat 1 ISR &7 3R @RI F Telel & forw
ST fohaT SATaT 87

Will the rights of the people be respected in liberated Abujhmad?

T WA & ITAFRY T FFAT AT SATCIT FHFcl HSTATS F?
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e These are questions to ponder.

Y IR F A T T 8

Hydraulic systems: their functioning
and myriad applications

In a hydraulic system, pressure is created by applying a force to a fluid. And because it is subsequently transmitted equally in all directions, a small
force applied over a small area can create a much larger force over a larger area

ver observed cranes lifting
heavy loads, excavators digging
and scooping earth or the
extension and retraction of
landing gears in an aircraft? They all have
one thing in common: they are driven by
hydraulics. In all of them, the input
power, from a combustion engine or an
electric source, is converted into flexible
mechanical power. The apparatus that
achieves this conversion is the hydraulics.

A hydraulics system is based on the
simple principle of Pascal’s law, named
for the 17th century French scientist
Blaise Pascal. The law states that when
pressure is applied to an incompressible
fluid, it is transmitted equally in all
directions throughout the fluid. Pressure
here is simply the amount of force per
unit area.

In a hydraulic system, pressure is
created by applying a force to a fluid. And
because it is subsequently transmitted
equally in all directions, a small force
applied over a small area can create a
much larger force over a larger area. The
illustration (inset) shows how.

A small force applied at one end can be
used to generate a much larger force at
the other end just by having a larger area
of contact. There’s no need to change the
pressure. This is perhaps the simplest use
of hydraulics. There are many more
actions that a hydraulic system can
perform than just lifting.

Hydraulics have many advantages over
mechanical methods of transmitting
energy. The principal ones are smooth
movements, high power to weight ratio,
better heat dissipation, smooth controls,
and higher precision.

What are the parts of a hydraulic
system?
There are six general components in
every hydraulic system.

(i) Pumps: to convert the input
mechanical energy into pressure and

generate a flow

(ii) Pipes: to carry the oil to the end
points of the application and return to the
tank

(iii) Valves: to control the flow and
direction of the pressurised oil

(iv) Linear actuators or rotary
actuators: to deliver the work at the
output end

(v) Tank (with filters): to hold the
hydraulic oil

(vi) Sensors or switches: whenever
needed from an operational or safety
perspective.

Of these, the defining components are
the pumps, valves, and the actuators
(plus the sensors/switches wherever
required). The tanks, filters, and pipes are
only to hold and convey the elements and
play no dynamic role.

Larger systems may also have a way to
cool the oil, since it heats up during
continuous operation. Likewise, in very
cold environments, a heater is also added
to the circuit to warm up the oil before
starting so that the oil is sufficiently less
viscous.

There are different types of pumps,
including gear type, axial piston type,

Force f is applied here
i

variable delivery type, and so on. The
type of pump used is based on the
pressure and flow rate the application
needs. Pumps can be driven by electrical
motors or by coupling with a combustion
engine (called a power take-off unit).

Valves are classified broadly based on
their actions on the oil: flow control,
direction control, and pressure control. In
very basic systems, valves can be
operated manually; in others, they are
controlled electrically.

Actuators, the last major element in
the circuit, deliver the actual output at the
application endpoint. The most common
one in use is the linear actuator, also
known as hydraulic cylinder. In this set
up, a cylindrical chamber has a rod
sliding in and out. These rods are visually
bright due to the chrome plating over
them and are clearly visible on
earth-moving equipment or a crane in
action. The pressure of the oil fed in
determines how much force or power the
rod can deliver. The flow rate of the oil
determines how fast or slow the rod
moves. And the direction of the oil’s flow
determines which way the rod moves.

In a rotary actuator (also known as a

Pressure is

hydraulic motor) the output is rotating
rather than linear. The rotary motion can
be used to drive applications, for
example, a winch wheel. The flow rate,
pressure and direction of oil flow
determine the speed of rotation, torque,
and direction of rotation of the output
shaft, respectively.

What are applications of hydraulics?
Hydraulics have a broad base of
applications today, from agriculture to
waste management, from automation to
wind turbines. They can be used for both
mobile equipment — cranes, excavators,
etc. which move on wheels or tracks —
and static applications such as a hydraulic
press, moulding machines, windmills, etc.
wherein the main equipment is static.
Worldwide, hydraulics constitute a $45-50
billion market and is growing steadily.

With rapid developments in electronics
and electrification today, hydraulic
systems are also changing to take
advantage. They are equipped with
sensors to track movement, temperature,
pressure, flow, oil contamination, etc.
While many of the changes are focused on
improving safety, some of the data
collected is also often used to improve the
system’s performance and to carry out
predictive maintenance.

They have room for improvement as
well. For example, hydraulic systems have
an overall energy efficiency (from engine
output to usage endpoint) of 30-40%.
Engineers and scientists are doing a lot of
work to improve this figure while keeping
in mind environmental regulations and
needs. But even as these actions continue,
there is no system to beat the prevailing
advantages of hydraulics. There have
been attempts to use electrical setups in
place of hydraulics but they have been
limited to smaller systems. Hydraulics still
triumphs as the size of operations and
complexities go up.

R. Vasudevan has over two decades’
experience in the manufacture and sale of
hydraulic components.

Hydraulic systems: their functioning and myriad applications

gTssifa yonfaraT: st w3 RAfaer st
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In a hydraulic system, pressure is created by applying a force to a fluid. And
because it is subsequently transmitted equally in all directions, a small force
applied over a small area can create a much larger force over a larger area.

TSI YUTTell &, §F I 9l 9T § Ga1a 3ce+ aiaT o1 AR Ao 77 gara woft Ramait
#F FH T § JE9IRA 2T §, SUfAT U 818 8T I 9T AT BT o ) 92 & W uF
g 931 I 3cYoe FT WHAT 8

Ever observed cranes lifting heavy loads, excavators digging, or the landing gears
in an aircraft? They all use hydraulics.

T 319 3l Fhatl Y R 7R 337, Gars Fefiat : Aed) wiea, a1 e & ST e
T TR 8 @1 &7 3 it g 1 39er e &

In all of them, the input power from a combustion engine or electric source is
converted into flexible mechanical power using hydraulics.

g1 @3l Y, gt SoreT A1 ey A & WIS $eTYE AR T e AT afFa
gERfaeTw & Areaw @ afafda fhar srar g

A hydraulic system is based on Pascal’s law, which states that when pressure is
applied to an incompressible fluid, it is transmitted equally in all directions.

T gI53ifoie JoTTell YFher & s o 3menRa gidt &, St Fgar & 6 o7 it sradisaiar
&d T 919 STl ST 8, o 98 Wi faemait & o v ¥ yarRa giar g1

Pressure is the force per unit area.
gaTg 71 372 § Ui 1S & & o9 IT I |

In a hydraulic system, this principle allows a small force applied at one end to generate
a larger force at the other end by increasing the area of contact.

Teh §TS3IToleh JUTTell 3, IE THCHTA Teh B TR 9T 7T BIC el hl HIH &1 qG1HT AT
BN TT T3T Tl IeTeet I BT HA AT B

There is no need to change the pressure to get higher force output—just change the
area.

37T T Yo et o ToIT EaTT Selet Y ATTTFT el ald—Ta% QTG HT dETaT
gar 8l

Hydraulics can do more than lifting; they perform many different actions.
eSIfATH Faa HR 3aTeT T 31T8h FIF A §; I S THR Y FIT R Tha ¢ |

Advantages of hydraulics include smooth movements, high power-to-weight ratio,
better heat dissipation, smooth controls, and higher precision.

grssifaad & ot A enfAer §: FIg HEHT, 39T IraN-g-A< HUTd, Jga T Iewo,
Fé =T, 3R sl afegerar|

Parts of a hydraulic system

grssifas yorrelt & et
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e There are six general components in every hydraulic system:
Ul gISSIToleh YUTTell H &: AT Ueh 8ld &

o (i) Pumps: Convert mechanical energy into pressure and generate fluid flow.
(i) 99 FifAH ST Y ga1g F gRafda wa § 3R ga yarg 3cue= Fa 8|

o (ii) Pipes: Carry oil to application points and back to the tank.
(ii) ITS: T Y Iregoraer Foigat e & ST § 3R & & araw o €

o (iii) Valves: Control flow and direction of pressurised oil.
(iii) aTea: gaTagEd do & yarg AR R w1 AT =

o (iv) Actuators: Perform output work at the application end — linear or rotary.
(iv) TFFUSH: IT3TYE FI o & — WF A1 goleT Y|

o (v) Tank with filters: Holds hydraulic oil.
(v) freergaa & gegifos aa & wafea s g1

o (vi) Sensors/Switches: Used for operation and safety.
(vi) FE/far: FaTerer 3R JRaw & T g2y e S7rd &
e The key components are pumps, valves, actuators, and optionally
sensors/switches.

HET UH §id ¢: 99, dled, Taqued, AR [aheq &7 & dav/fFaT|
o Tanks, filters, and pipes are supportive and do not play a dynamic role.
&%, RreeT 3R 9139 Fere 81d & 3R A8 arferefier syffrerT a1t fovermer |

o Large systems may include oil coolers (to dissipate heat) and heaters (to reduce
viscosity in cold conditions).

3 fecH & Qo F ST F AT For 3R 32 araraor & Rufaurge gem F faw dex
ST ST &

Types and functions of pumps, valves, and actuators
Y, ared AR TFgUeR & YER AR F

e Pumps: Can be gear type, axial piston type, or variable delivery type depending on
pressure and flow needs.

97 R yR, 3rafiT Rves 9R, 31 W Beliadl 4R 81 9 § — I8 gaa iR yag
raRIFATHT T AR AT B

e Pumps are powered by electric motors or combustion engines (via power take-off
unit).
I 1 ey AT AT g6t $oieT (F ATCAH F ITa TH-31% JfAe) qanT Hafere fram Srar
gl

o Valves: Categorized into flow control, direction control, and pressure control types.

aTeq: warg fad=or, feem fazrsror, 3R gare fa=r=or A0 & guffend gid 81

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page5 9

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

In basic systems, valves are operated manually; advanced systems use electrical
control.

AT YOIl & aTed Y Aeg3relt Fanfare fonar SIrdm §; et yonfadt # safdeae
ICLELEIGIES

Actuators: Deliver output motion; linear actuators (hydraulic cylinders) are most
common.

TFYUT: AT3EYE A TeTT Fd §; YW+ waguet (Fssifos Reist) aed am &1
In hydraulic cylinders, a rod moves in and out of a cylindrical chamber.
gssifas s A, U 53 U SR FHaT F IHeI-a1gT doid ¢ |

Oil pressure determines force, flow rate controls speed, and flow direction decides
movement direction.

A T 1T dol I, YATE &7 T I, 31T Targ F fem, aifa &Y a2 1 @eiia & &

Rotary actuators (hydraulic motors) provide rotating output like turning a winch
wheel.

Vet Tguer (Fsgfas AlR) guier JT3eqe Yere oid & o1 Tl ffer &g ! gareT|
Flow rate, pressure, and direction of oil determine speed, torque, and rotation
direction.

YaTe &, gara, 3R ae @y forem shaAen: aifa, &, 3R goler feem &t foafya wa &

Applications of Hydraulics

QECICELE D ERID)

Hydraulics are used in agriculture, waste management, automation, wind turbines,
and more.

BTSSITATH T YA FN, FHERT YT, TIATeleT, qaeT a13at, TG H fohar S &

They work in mobile equipment (e.g. cranes, excavators) and static applications
(e.g. hydraulic presses, moulding machines).

A AATF IYFOI (S e, Gars #wAe) 3R T s (G grsgifas Gu, AifeseT
aefe) F FT T B

The global market for hydraulics is around $45-50 billion and is steadily growing.
ETESITAFH FT ARTH AR AT $45-50 3R Sie T ¢ 31X Ig TAR ¢ T&T |

With electronics and electrification, hydraulic systems are now sensor-equipped (for
movement, temperature, pressure, contamination tracking).

garagiaaa 3 Regeieor & @y, grgifers yonferr 3@ da & dw aeh € (@fy,
ATIHAT, GaTd, TGUOT T IRTT o forw) |

Sensor data is used to improve performance and predictive maintenance.

AT 32T T 3TN Feehed FURA 3R GaTTATT Irenied @@ o e fovam Sire &

Current energy efficiency of hydraulic systems is around 30-40%, and efforts are being
made to improve it.
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IAAT H greRfars Jonforat Y FAT gaTaT STaTeTeT 30-40% ¢, 3N 38 g g1 & foIw

T SIRT ¢ |

o Despite improvements in electrical alternatives, hydraulics remain superior for
large-scale and complex operations.

FafFcHe fAaedl A JUR & drasfe, gesifasy e oft a3 3k sfew wrf & fovw Avs oo

Just 70% of IPOs listed
at a premium in CY2025’

Adverse impact on the performance of newly listed stocks attributed to volatile markets; average

listing gains dropped from 45-49% in calendar year 2024 to about 7% in 2025, say experts

e

GS Paper Il Economy.
AshoKdniithrdnT.

MUMBAI

ecent volatility in
Rmarkets have had
an adverse impact

Off the mark

Stocks of about 70% of companies that went public by June 2025
were listed at a price higher than theirissue price

B This is the lowest since 2017,

tion from the four-year bull
rally after COVID-19. Opti-
mism led to 2024 being
one of the best years for
firms that eyed listing. Ho-
wever, this changed in the

on the performance of F V‘;’]hen thle measure was at 78% of ongoing calendar year.
newly listed stocks, accord- the total IPOs listed at a premium “The market sentiment
ing to BSE’s data on perfor- ® This share grew to 85% in is still tepid and with a bit

mance of initial public of-
ferings (IPOs) in calendar
year 2025.

Stocks of about 70% of
the companies that went
public by June 2025, were
listed at a price higher than
their issue price. This was
the lowest since 2017 when
the measure was at 78% of
the total IPOs listed at a
premium. Moreover, this
share was 85% in 2024, a
year which was a bumper
for new issues.

As many as 17 main-
board companies have list-
ed so far as of June 2025. Of
the 15 companies for which
data of offer price is availa-

BUEl

2024, which was a bumper year
for new issues

B As many as 17 mainboard
companies have listed so far as of
June 2025

ble, eight are trading below
their offer price with many
of them even costing lesser
than a rupee a share. Share
prices of six of these firms
dropped more than 80%
from their offer price.
Experts said that the av-
erage listing gains had also
dropped. “CY24, the aver-
age gain from an IPO was
close to 45-49%, which is a
sizeable number. For ca-
lendar year 2025, the list-

Source: BSE

ing gain is about 7%,” said
Prashant Rao, director and
head — Equity Capital Mar-
kets, Anand Rathi Invest-
ment Banking.

Indian markets have
been volatile and respond-
ing to geo-political ten-
sions due to the U.S’s un-
precedented tariff action,
deteriorating relations
with Pakistan, the conflict
between Israel and Iran,
besides a general correc-

of nervousness around,
there has been a slow start
for companies post list-
ing,” said Bhavesh Shah,
MD, head — Investment
Banking at Equirus Capital.

The trend must be
viewed in the context of a
decline in the number of
IPOs overall.

“The IPO activity in the
Indian capital markets has
registered a decline with 17
issuances raising approxi-
mately 329,000 crore in
the calendar year so far in
comparison with 32 is-
suances raising approxi-
mately 346,500 crore last
year,” Mr. Shah said.
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Just 70% of IPOs listed at a premium in CY2025’
‘RAE 2025 F 70% ITSA3T HifAT 97 foree §C

Adverse impact on the performance of newly listed stocks attributed to volatile
markets; average listing gains dropped from 45-49% in calendar year 2024 to
about 7% in 2025, say experts

7€ Yeltaaer RRT & vgaier W AR aaRt #1 wfage vana ust §; RAvA F gEr
2024 7 3itaa fAfEET amer 45-49% T TeHT 2025 F FAMHT 7% BT TAT &

e Recent volatility in markets have had an adverse impact on the performance of newly
listed stocks, according to BSE’s data on performance of initial public offerings (IPOs) in

calendar year 2025
BSE & &3 & 3(]AR, §1TeiaT ST 31TEUTAT o 2025 HolsY a¥ # 715 Fellaay Hafaat
& yeeker 1 yorfaa forar g

o Stocks of about 70% of the companies that went public by June 2025, were listed at a
price higher than their issue price

STeT 2025 T HdSTTeleh glet dTell Shafaidl 3 ¥ ST 70% Fufardl & AT 3eTehl 39 WISH
#mﬁwgtr:}

o This was the lowest since 2017 when the measure was at 78% of the total IPOs listed at
a premium
TE 33T 2017 & S1e; T TA HA 2T, 519 78% IPOs HiATA R fere gu
e Moreover, this share was 85% in 2024, a year which was a bumper for new issues
SH& 3ITdT, TG 33T 2024 7 85% AT, ST AT YA & foIw Fux a¥ @7 2
e As many as 17 mainboard companies have listed so far as of June 2025
STeT 2025 oo 379 oo 17 AETS HUTAAT o Feiaerdr 9o i g

o Of the 15 companies for which data of offer price is available, eight are trading below
their offer price, with many of them even costing lesser than a rupee a share

fSieT 15 FafAAY & TR IIST F 3T 3T §, 378 & 8 HUfAAT & AT 3o7hT 3THT II5H
T EIRE INFEF IR A FAdFsR T fwad

¢ Share prices of six of these firms dropped more than 80% from their offer price
SoTH T 6 HUTAET & AT AFF, 37T T WI5H & 80% & 3ifew AR aw §
o Experts said that the average listing gains had also dropped
oAt o g o 3itad farfeeer amsr 7 s PRrac 3 &
e “CY24, the average gain from an IPO was close to 45-49%, which is a sizeable number.

For calendar year 2025, the listing gain is about 7%,” said Prashant Rao, director and
head — Equity Capital Markets, Anand Rathi Investment Banking

werid T, e 3R v — sfFadt Ffea Adhey, e Udr seawese dfFar 7 g,
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“2024 F TSUI3T T AT ATH TMHIT 45-49% AT, ST Ueh 3T 3TH3T &1 2025 H I T

AT 7% &
« Indian markets have been volatile and responding to geo-political tensions due to the
U.S.’s unprecedented tariff action, deteriorating relations with Pakistan, the conflict

between Israel and Iran, besides a general correction from the four-year bull rally
after COVID-19

ST AT 31TERR T2 & 31X R Y arsperd SR Fars, midkear & wny Rarsy
HaY, SoTse AR & & A wud, 3N FfAs-19 F T18 Y TR AT A g Yo & A
R & FHROT -TeeAlfer detmal ) gfafrar g @ &

o Optimism led to 2024 being one of the best years for firms that eyed listing
2024 3 3TATETE & HROT Ig FAGGHT T8 aTell FUfAAT & AT Fa@ e aut A7 q v

ol
¢ However, this changed in the ongoing calendar year
gTaiifen, I feufa Al Fast a¥ A sga 15
¢ “The market sentiment is still tepid and with a bit of nervousness around, there has

been a slow start for companies post listing,” said Bhavesh Shah, MD, head —
Investment Banking at Equirus Capital

sfFave Fea & wAST 3N yogE — fAder fehar, saer e o &gl “aTeTR FY straer v
371 Fdrqet & 3R ey e WE 8, e Hufaat i faféar & e sl qreana g &

e The trend must be viewed in the context of a decline in the number of IPOs overall
38 YgfT 1 Fer IPO i Feam # Frae & Hest & dar e anfge

e “The IPO activity in the Indian capital markets has registered a decline with 17
issuances raising approximately 29,000 crore in the calendar year so far in
comparison with 32 issuances raising approximately ¥46,500 crore last year,” Mr. Shah
said
AT 2ATE 7 T, “HREAT Tolt SRy 7 IPO rfafafer & fFrae gor f 1S 8, Sl 17 32 &
HTETH @ H Tl 3 T o787 T29,000 FNF ST IV &, Siafeh ool @rer 32 524 &

SIITSIT T46,500 FINF STV 7T I
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M. Soundanya Preetha
COIMBATORE

The Cotton Corporation of
India (CCI) has purchased
close to 100 lakh bales at
minimum support price
(MSP) from farmers in the
current cotton season and
has sold 35 lakh bales in
the market.

CCI chairman and MD
Lalit Kumar Gupta told The
Hindu on Tuesday that the
CCI opened more than 500

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

centres in the cotton grow-
ing areas since the begin-
ning of the season in Oc-
tober 2024. The demand
for cotton is not much
from the textile mills and if
the current market situa-
tion persists, the CCI may
purchase more cotton at
MSP next season, he said.
Official sources said the
outgo for CCI this year for
the MSP operations was
%37,500 crore. With an 8%
increase in the MSP for the

next cotton season (Octob-
er 2025-September 2026),
the outgo will be higher if
the CCI buys more cotton
from the farmers at MSP.

Jump in imports
Meanwhile, cotton imports
saw a 133% jump last
month compared with last
May and 131% increase in
value in April-May 2025
compared with the same
period last year.

Nishant Asher, secretary

CClI buys 100 lakh bales of cotton at MSP
W3S & AT 9T 100 91 IS HIH G

The Cotton Corporation of India (CCI) has purchased close to 100 lakh bales at
minimum support price (MSP) from farmers in the current cotton season and has
sold 35 lakh bales in the market.

FiceT HRANAT AT 134T (CCI) F 16 FITW 7 H Famelt F weraw To7dT 7o
(MSP) G S97879T 100 &1 I17S @Y § 3R a9T) # 35 a1 S 9t &

of the Indian Cotton Feder-
ation said international
cotton is almost 8% cheap-
er than Indian cotton. With
the 11% import duty, Indian
spinners are getting cotton
from other countries at

1-2% lesser prices. Howev-

er, they are unable to com-
pete in the international
market.

The import duty is a ma-

jor deterrent for the com-
petitiveness of the Indian
textile industry, he said.

e CCI chairman and MD Lalit Kumar Gupta told The Hindu on Tuesday that the CCI
opened more than 500 centres in the cotton growing areas since the beginning of the
season in October 2024.

CCl & 3reget 3R yayr fagers Afdd $AR ICaT ¥ HITIR H & /35 1 9cfrar ik CCl A
AT 2024 H T T YBITT F €1 HURT 39101 alel &¥=1 7 500 F 3fAF &g @il &

o The demand for cotton is not much from the textile mills and if the current market
situation persists, the CCl may purchase more cotton at MSP next season, he said.

3gisl gl foh SFHCTS T [l O FUMH T AT SATeT 781 § 3R 3R TaATT IoR TAfy

1T TG & o 79Tl @ A CCI 3 31+ FIrd MSP W &g d&hell B
o Official sources said the outgo for CCl this year for the MSP operations was ¥37,500

crore.

ITTRreRINeR AT o ST 7o 5 Aol MSP gRErerer & fow CCl &7 @+ €37,500 F13 &7

o With an 8% increase in the MSP for the next cotton season (October 2025—-
September 2026), the outgo will be higher if the CCI buys more cotton from the

farmers at MSP.
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37aTel HUTH T (FEaR 2025-FAda¥ 2026) & T MSP # 8% #r ggftr & &rvr, I CCI
forarar & 3186 T MSP R @igalt ar @< 3R 3178 ghem|

3T # gefar

Meanwhile, cotton imports saw a 133% jump last month compared with last May and
131% increase in value in April-May 2025 compared with the same period last year.

50 o1, Rroe 75 Y gofett 7 50 78 F FW & AT F 133% A gEfer o 978 31K arder-

7§ 2025 7T # 131% 1 B0 g3, S e 3§ B T 3rafey Hy Jofelt 7 &1

Nishant Asher, secretary of the Indian Cotton Federation said international cotton is
almost 8% cheaper than Indian cotton.

R FieeT Hatere & Tfa fAena 3R o Fgl [ FarsdT FIr AR FIrF Ay
el=TT A IS 8% HEAT |
With the 11% import duty, Indian spinners are getting cotton from other countries at 1-
2% lesser prices.

11% 3TAT YEF oh HRUT, ARAT R 377 AT A U 1-2% F HIHAAT T I HY

Se

However, they are unable to compete in the international market.
gToTiTeh, I AT FTSTR & IfaTa’ ¢ T a1 | &
The import duty is a major deterrent for the competitiveness of the Indian textile
industry, he said.
376ial el foh ITATT Yoo HRAYT TFHETSe 3T 1 yfaraeicasar & fav v woga

arem

Investors want clear ocean management rules for funding

NEWS ANALYSIS

Reuters
LONDON

A U.N. push for investment
to protect the world’s
oceans yielded around $10
billion in deals at a confe-
rence last week, way below
the estimated annual need
as many investors seek
clearer regulation on
ocean management before
committing funds.

While political leaders
at the United Nations con-
ference in Nice took steps
to tackle overfishing and
pollution threatening deli-
cate ecosystems and the
people who depend on
them, getting countries to
agree to better governance
has proven tough.

Just 50 countries have

so far ratified a new High
Seas treaty which sets out
rules agreed by more than
130 nations in 2023 to gov-
ern international waters
and clamp down on harm-
ful practices. The United
States, pulled out of va-
rious climate initiatives by
President Donald Trump,
is among those yet to ratify
the treaty.

The lack of a clear go-
verning framework and ro-
bust ocean-related data
has stymied private sector
finance to date, said Oliver
Withers, head of nature at
British lender Standard
Chartered.

“The major dynamic
that doesn't apply to ter-
restrial is the high seas
don’t belong to an, in-
dividual soverei he
said. “It is a significant
challenge, there is no sin-

Lukewarm waters: Just 50 countries have so far ratified a new High Seas treaty on rules . REUTERS

gle sovereign responsible
for the high seas.”

Of the deals chalked up
in France, the bulk came
from public sector banks,
including $2.5 billion in
funding by the Develop-

ment Bank of Latin Ameri-
ca and the Caribbean
(CAF) and €3 billion ($3.5
billion) from a group of de-
velopment banks to fight
plastic pollution.

While a step up, the to-

tal figure falls far short of
what is needed.

Between 2015 and 2019,
only $10 billion was invest-
ed against the esti-
mate of $175 billion in re-
quired annual funding.

“Public finance isn’t
enough but private finance
is even less. So, I think, it's
a space in its infancy,” said
Francine Pickup, Deputy
Director, Bureau for Policy
and | Support at

mate showed.
Between
2025, ocean tech received
just 0.4% of the $202 bil-
lion invested across all sec-
tors during that period,
Ithough the data showed

2020 and

the UN. Development
Programme.

Improving policy
Ms. Pickup said improving
the policy backdrop and
regulation, including re-
moving subsidies she said
encouraged harmful prac-
tices such as overfishing,
was key, followed by the
creation of a pipeline of in-
vestments including in
start-ups  focused on
ocean-related technology.
To date, the sector has
received just a small slice
of overall funds, data
shared with Reuters by in-
dustry tracker Sightline Cli-

a stronger start to 2025.

“What we seek as inves-
tors is that governments
and the policymaki
dress systemic risks,” said
Robert-Alexandre Poujade,
biodiversity lead at BNP
Paribas Asset Manage-
ment, adding he would
welcome the treaty “if it
has lots of teeth and enfor-
cement mechanisms”.

Fixing the funding
shortfall also requires a
concerted effort by policy-
makers and investors to
tackle overlapping chal-
lenges to protecting ma-
rine  biodiversity and
ocean health.

A warming planet is
heating up the oceans, exa-
cerbating effects such as
water acidification and co-
ral bleaching that climate
scientists say will be im-
proved if the world manag-
es to cut carbon emissions

and pollut-

s, offshore oil
and, potentially,

-sea mining that col-
lectively damage ocean
health also require firmer
policy action, scientists,
ocean experts and inves-
tors say.

While action has hither-
to been slow, there were
signs of progress in Nice, as
more than 20 countries
backed a call by France to
prevent deep sea mining;
and a number of fresh Ma-
rine Protected Areas were
created.
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Investors want clear ocean management rules for funding

faraere I8 § TUSE ABHNR Yoo g vfgar & fow

A U.N. push for investment to protect the world’s oceans yielded around $10
billion in deals at a conference last week, way below the estimated annual need,
as many investors seek clearer regulation on ocean management before
committing funds.

TYF TS FT faeT F AFTATRT hr Y&t & fAw fader #1 qara Mo weare vw gedeT
rarsrar $10 faferrer & wle A 3, S srgenfaa arfde smaeasar @ wét F4 8, FifF
F¢ faaers AEMPR Yot w Fove fags 9 § 63 39 @ g

o While political leaders at the United Nations conference in Nice took steps to tackle
overfishing and pollution, getting countries to agree to better governance has proven
tough.

STe foh ofte & WY Tsg TFATT A TSTeifas At o 370w Ao gHsa 3R Jquor 4
fuesY & forw e 31U, SRt T gt A T AT Eeletr AR Arfad g3

o Just 50 countries have so far ratified a new High Seas treaty which sets out rules
agreed by more than 130 nations in 2023 to govern international waters.

379 e hdel 50 &2 oF Udh TU g1 HisT &Y T qTel=T [T &, 5 aet 2023 & 130 ¥ 31fd=
et EaRT TEAd IFARTSET et M e arel Tz enfAe €1

e The United States, pulled out of various climate initiatives by President Donald Trump,
is among those yet to ratify the treaty.

TIFA T HARFT, f50 g Tsguld Sieres €9 ganT e SToaryg gget & arod forar
1T AT, 37 &2l 7 § [Siegier 3180 ek wider & Tt w1gh a2

e The lack of a clear governing framework and robust ocean-related data has
stymied private sector finance to date, said Oliver Withers, head of nature at British
lender Standard Chartered.

IS AHHT ST 3R AT AFTAER 3T AT FY 57 319 e ST &b A e drwor 01
sTfere fema &, et itforas faredt, ffeer sorerar #2s8 ares # = g3

o “The major dynamic that doesn’t apply to terrestrial is the high seas don’t belong to
any one individual sovereign,” he said. “It is a significant challenge, there is no
single sovereign responsible for the high seas.”

“HgcaquT ITARMldT ST AT Y31 0 A1) 81 Blcl! 6 © 1 815 Hier [l v Wasiifas
TR & arefhier w1t &, 3o61eY FgT| I8 U Ageaqut IAteh €, 718 HieT F71 FE v
A fREd e adi &1

o Of the deals chalked up in France, the bulk came from public sector banks, including
$2.5 billion in funding by the Development Bank of Latin America and the Caribbean
(CAF) and €3 billion ($3.5 billion) from a group of development banks to fight plastic
pollution.
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WIW # gU dlel 7 & 3ifAehier Ardeifaes & & 3t @ 3o, S dfes saRe sk
FRFe faew 3% (CAF) garr $2.5 Rferaer 31k Saarwsie d1 & aeg gan €3 ffeae
($3.5 fafarger) canfes wquor & w5+ g emiAe |

 While a step up, the total figure falls far short of what is needed.
TE T JATTY ST &, SlfeheT el R HTGe A AR & g FA &

e Between 2015 and 2019, only $10 billion was invested against the U.N. estimate of
$175 billion in required annual funding.

2015 3R 2019 & &=, a»—c|7~r$1oﬁﬁ1|=ra:rﬁéer§w, STefeh HYeFcT I5g o AT
ITFIHAT $175 faferast sars 2|

e “Public finance isn’t enough but private finance is even less. So, | think, it's a space in
its infancy,” said Francine Pickup, Deputy Director, Bureau for Policy and Programme
Support at the U.N. Development Programme.

“RraSTfars fae gated el ¢, AfepeT forsht farer 3tk oft w1 81 swfoe, Awgh g T g5 vp
QUEIATC TEYT H &7 &, g1 Bt [F3ry, 39 g2, Aifd val srdsher wAd= s,
TYFA Teg fawra Fwa |

e Improving policy: Ms. Pickup said improving the policy backdrop and regulation,
including removing subsidies that encourage harmful practices like overfishing, was
key, followed by the creation of a pipeline of investments, including in start-ups
focused on ocean-related technology.

+Aifar guR: Ms. Pickup ﬁm%ﬁﬁw@ﬁﬁﬂﬁw,wmmaﬁ
1, fader &Y arsgaTse AT, Sas ARIPR @9fd a@eled 9T higd Fere-31q anfid gl

e To date, the sector has received just a small slice of overall funds, data shared with
Reuters by industry tracker Sightline Climate showed.

379 I, %mﬁ@mwmwmmwgm%, Ig 3T Sightline Climate
CART UGSy & | AST fomam aram|

o Between 2020 and 2025, ocean tech received just 0.4% of the $202 billion invested
across all sectors during that period, although data showed a stronger start to 2025.

2020 3 2025 & ST, ATHRER dehsdieh ! 3T 3797 & iy &331 & [Faer fru arv $202
faferat &7 herer 0.4% STod §31M, §TeIfeh SeT | TaT Teld ¢ foh 2025 Hr YeATd Forg |

o “What we seek as investors is that governments and the policymakers address
systemic risks,” said Robert-Alexandre Poujade, biodiversity lead at BNP Paribas
Asset Management, adding he would welcome the treaty “if it has lots of teeth and
enforcement mechanisms”.

“Th foldereh & &9 H gH T18d & Toh TXh 3R Af fAATar orelt weefr Sf@=AT o1 A=
Y, el Yae-FaFaist dtams, sia fafaerar vy, BNP aRar vl dAssriie, 3 sisr i
gg Wfaer 1 Farrd F3 “Ife 398 Foo yraene 3K yad aT &il”

o Fixing the funding shortfall also requires a concerted effort by policymakers and
investors to tackle overlapping challenges to marine biodiversity and ocean health.
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EanT, St Wl st fafderdr 3R AR Fareed B sitava e gatfaat & fAue a5 |
A warming planet is heating up the oceans, exacerbating effects such as water
acidification and coral bleaching that climate scientists say will be improved if the
world cuts carbon emissions as planned.

Teh IATAT IE TIHAT HI I3 FT BT ¢, Torad aredt 7 3roelizor 3R FRer foerfrer st
TTE 1T BT 1@ §; STerary d1Toeh &gt & 1o TG et HTaeT ScqoleT i AloTelacyl ciish
4 gere g ar Feufa gere|

Overfishing, polluting sea vessels, offshore oil drilling and potentially deep-sea
mining that collectively damage ocean health also require firmer policy action,
scientists, ocean experts and investors say.

IftrF ol gwsar, yuor heme aTe Fegdt STeTe, ¢ ¥ gy oo B ik danfaa s @
14t ATSTATT, ST FATH AR T T el 9gATd &, ST forw #3 AifS srdar
Fr &Y 3TTTHRAT &, FEd & dATTAS, HEAER AT 31K fFaere|

While action has hitherto been slow, there were signs of progress in Nice, as more
than 20 countries backed a call by France to prevent deep sea mining; and several
new Marine Protected Areas were created.

Safh 319 do H1F AT @&, A & w9rfa & Thd Hol, 5187 20 F 3rfaF ot o g @
AT At T i Y 3refier T FHL fora; 3R &S AT wIh WA &4 F e aTv |

TOPICS COVERED (PCS Special)

1.

2.

Royal Navy F-35B Fighter Jet Grounded in India
R A T ad! T F-35B HI5eT A AHT W

Tom Cruise, Allen, Thomas, Parton to receive honourary
Oscars 2025

TA T, T, YTHA, IIET FY 2025 H ALTG 3TERT AT

. Formation of WTT India will lead to the country hosting

more international events
Secg el ST3UT & o A QU H HAF HAWSET AT
AordraT graft

. Four-day Tests likely for smaller nations in 2027-29 WTC

cycle
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UK. fighter jet Royal Navy
F-35B grounded for third day

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Royal Navy F-35B fight-
er jet of the U.K. govern-
ment that made an emer-
gency landing at
Thiruvananthapuram In-
ternational Airport on June
14 remains grounded for
the third day after it deve-
loped a technical snag. Ac-
cording to sources, the
combat jet developed tech-
nical glitches when it was
forced to make an emer-
gency landing after run-
ning low on fuel.

The Royal British Navy
helicopter MJS-101 has
landed here on Tuesday
with supporting staff to as-
sist the pilot and fix the
glitches. The whole crew
has been spending their
time inside the emergency
medical centre at the air-
port. The airport authori-

The Royal British Navy helicopter MJS-101 with supporting staff
landed at the Thiruvananthapuram airport on Tuesday.

ties have also arranged a
ground handling agency to
assist them upon their re-
quest. The sources also re-
futed reports of the pilot of
the fighter jet sitting near
the jet on the first day. The
pilot sat inside the apron
office in the vicinity of the
jet, they said.

Operating from the U.K.
aircraft carrier HMS Prince
of Wales, the jet was under-

taking routine flying out-
side the Indian Air Defence
Identification Zone, with
Thiruvananthapuram ear-
marked as the emergency
recovery airfield, on June
14. However, the weather
turned rough in the Indian
Ocean, making it difficult
for the fighter jet to land on
the aircraft carrier. It then
had to request an emer-
gency landing here.

Royal Navy F-35B Fighter Jet Grounded in India
RT A T ad! &T F-35B B3 AT FTHT I

o The Royal Navy F-35B fighter jet of the U.K. government that made an emergency
landing at Thiruvananthapuram International Airport on June 14 remains grounded
for the third day after it developed a technical snag.
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358 W AT AT o oY, Ny Rt o off sty o= & @t ¥ il 3ue aspehty @l
3T IS oY)

According to sources, the combat jet developed technical glitches when it was forced
to make an emergency landing after running low on fuel.

AT & HTAR, SH 3T AT 7 aaelih TIE J 37 579 38 §eet 1 FA & HROT
HTATAFTele o FET T TS|

The Royal British Navy helicopter MJS-101 has landed here on Tuesday with
supporting staff to assist the pilot and fix the glitches.

Taor fafeer ad) &1 gehdiceT MJS-101 TgT HITTAR ! TeIF ESTF & A a7 dlish
qrIere T GerIdT T 1T Tob 3R @EY &1 S har i1 T |

The whole crew has been spending their time inside the emergency medical centre at
the airport.

Q& O gaTS 3733 W U Iraraarena Rifdear Fg 7 797 & @ g

The airport authorities have also arranged a ground handling agency to assist them
upon their request.

aTS IS TITASHIOT o 3eTeh Y T Teh AT33 psfaler vaiat hr sgaer &1 g

The sources also refuted reports of the pilot of the fighter jet sitting near the jet on
the first day.

@ A Ig o geThR R 1o dgel ferer arere st Sie & ard det T
The pilot sat inside the apron office in the vicinity of the jet, they said.

3cgiel IaTAT foh YTIee [3A & 99 [T U9 FRTET & Ha S 2|

Flight Operations and Emergency Conditions

Operating from the U.K. aircraft carrier HMS Prince of Wales, the jet was undertaking
routine flying outside the Indian Air Defence Identification Zone, with
Thiruvananthapuram earmarked as the emergency recovery airfield, on June 14.

&, F AT FRIATHMS T 3% o8 & Foifad Ig ST 14 S ST SRAT arg &t
TgaTe &7 & e AR 33T AT @7 T, Foree fasadia ® A I smarasrens Rerad) gars
edl & ®9 H Rfegd har o |

However, the weather turned rough in the Indian Ocean, making it difficult for the
fighter jet to land on the aircraft carrier.

gTelTeh, AT ATETR 7 AgH @ &) 7137, 58 P ¢ F TITHFe FRAW W oz
AT { iRl 8T AT
It then had to request an emergency landing here.

SHS TG SH T ITITARTANT o 39T ohT TN FTAT 93T
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WASHINGTON

Tom Cruise, Allen, Thomas, Parton

to receive honourary Oscars 2025

7

REUTERS

Tom Cruise, Debbie Allen, Wynn Thomas, and Dolly Parton will
receive honourary Oscars at the 2025 Governors Awards for their

lifetime achievements. Mr. Cruise, nominated four times, is

recognised for his dedication to film-making and stunts. Ms. Parton
earns Jean Hersholt Humanitarian Award for her philanthropy. A

FFATAT T ST WwT 8

Tom Cruise, Allen, Thomas,
Parton to receive honourary
Oscars 2025

<TH A, Tk, ITAH, UTST Fl
2025 # ATIG 3TERT AN

Tom Cruise, Debbie Allen, Wynn Thomas,
and Dolly Parton will receive honourary
Oscars at the 2025 Governors Awards for
their lifetime achievements.

A Fof, St vale, et gterw 3R steft aréer &t
3eT% Sfiae $1T Y 3udfeudl & fav 2025 &

AT HATSH H ARG TR T AT |

e Mr. Cruise, nominated four times, is
recognised for his dedication to film-making and
stunts.

AT 5o, Siee TR AR aA#AifHa fohar aran g, &t fvewr
fastor 3R FeTw & i 3ereht gfdeeedr & fau

e Ms. Parton earns Jean Hersholt Humanitarian Award for her philanthropy.

A aTET i 3eTehl GRS RY afafafeRit & forw sl geifee egafaeRae arais @ aeatiad foar

SITaa|

Formation of WTT India will lead to the country hosting more

international events
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Formation of WTT India will === s
lead to the country hosting
more 1ntemat10nal events

Amol Karhadkar
MUMBAI

In a major boost to the ta-
ble tennis ecosystem in In-
dia, the World Table Ten-
nis (WTT) — the events’
arm of the International
Table Tennis Federation —
has formed WTT India,
with an eye on hosting
more high-profile world-
ranking events in the
country.

India has joined a select
group of countries like Chi-
na, Singapore, Japan, Ger-
many and the US to have
domestic WTT event
companies.

A. Sharath Kamal, who
retired earlier this year,
has come aboard as the
brand ambassador of WTT
India, while Vita Dani, the
co-promoter of franchise-
based league Ultimate Ta-
ble Tennis and an ITTF go-
verning council member,
will join as a member of
the board of directors.

“You will start to see
more WTT events and
more international events.
Eventually, in the next few
years, you will start to see
some of our bigger events
coming here, whether
that’s Champions, we will

Joining hands: ITTF Group CEO Dainton, ITTF governing council
member Vita and WTT India brand ambassador Sharath.
SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

explore Smash in the fu-
ture as well.

“Although it’s a different
road to get that, hopefully
even World Champion-
ships and big events on
that scale,” Steve Dainton,
Group CEO of ITTF, told
The Hindu.

“Having people that are
working day to day on
World Table Tennis will
help us achieve that quick-
er than having just us
based out of Singapore try-
ing to make it happen.”

India at present hosts
two annual WTT events, a
Star Contender and a

Youth Contender series
tournament. The number
is likely to double in the
next 12-month cycle with
the new partnership.

“We only have to grow
from here. I am hoping
that we as a country are
able to host (the) 2036
Games and if that is the
case, then this would be an
ideal roadmap to lead up
to the Olympics in India. I
don’t think we can ask for a
better opportunity than
this or a better partnership
than this as far as table ten-
nis is concerned,” Vita
said.

m#&rﬁaﬂ'ﬂw

In a major boost to the
table tennis ecosystem in
India, the World Table
Tennis (WTT) — the
events’ arm of the
International Table Tennis
Federation — has formed
WTT India, with an eye on
hosting more high-profile
world-ranking events in
the country.

AT # aar faw

iR FEyfadY a # Je@r e
& foe faeg e i
(WTT) — 3 3RS
eud AW Ay Fir gde
ATET § — o WTT Sf2ar &1
oA fFar €, Sad g #
3T 31T Ta-Fada faeg
ST ||

eIndia has joined a select group
of countries like China,
Singapore, Japan, Germany

and the US to have domestic
WTT event companies.

am?rﬁih;r R, Strater, Sratal 3R 3rAReT S gieier gt hr g 7 Strg &= o &, ST ara
e WTT 3d¢ F9faai § |
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e A. Sharath Kamal, who retired earlier this year, has come aboard as the brand ambassador of
WTT India.

U. AR FHS, ST 5T q T Yo H FafAge gU, WTT $73a1 & iz vrawst a4 ¢

e Vita Dani, co-promoter of Ultimate Table Tennis and ITTF governing council member, will join
as a member of the board of directors.

der 3=, S IrediHe Saw A et T FE-uade 3R ITTF srafefer a3« geey €, #1 918 3w
SRS H ATfAd fhar Sireem|

o  “You will start to see more WTT events and more international events,” said officials.
HTRARIRAT ¥ T, "3T9 e aTel A H 3R 318 WTT sdew 3R srarsdy gatsied dRa
ggar|"

¢ Inthe next few years, some of the bigger events like Champions and possibly Smash may
come to India.

3T Fo ANt A AW S F© 93 AT HR THIA: FHA A & 3T Fehel ¢ |

o “Hopefully even World Championships and big events on that scale,” said Steve Dainton,
Group CEO of ITTF.
ITTF & 9 CEO ¥ et o e, 371G ¢ o oifasy & ae8 dRgafrw siksa e S a3
TSI HY AR H glarl”

e Local people working daily on World Table Tennis will help achieve the goal faster than efforts
only from Singapore.

farea Eaer A TR U 197 FXoT ATel TAR oAeT Rk AR & wame <t 1 JoieTr o ey &1
Aol |/ IR el H Feg AT

¢ India currently hosts two annual WTT events: a Star Contender and a Youth Contender series.
R ITAT H & aTfieh WTT EeATHe TS e §: Teh FER et 3R Ueh Iy FsT @l |

e This number is likely to double in the next 12-month cycle with the new partnership.
S T TSGR & 1Y Tg HEAT 39Tt 12 AR & QW[ g bl §1

¢ “We only have to grow from here,” said Vita Dani.
dYer STt o FET, AT §H hao Tgl § 319 JeaAT gl

e She hoped India could host the 2036 Games, and this partnership provides an ideal roadmap to
the Olympics in India.

Iegiel 3FHIE FTaTS f&F AR 2036 F Bl hY ASTTAT FT TohT &, 31T T8 AR AR & T &
T ueh 3reet AsdT TereT T B
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o “lI don’t think we can ask for a better opportunity or partnership than this as far as table tennis
is concerned,” said Vita Dani.

fier 3ol & FgT, “Tad AT F TSI H Y g IHAWT AT WG T §H FodaTr $iY 77T X Fhcl |”

Four-day Tests likely for smaller

nations in 2027-29 WTC cycle

Press Trust of India
LONDON

The International Cricket
Council (ICC) is ready to
sanction four-day Tests for
smaller nations in the 2027
29 World Test Champion-
ship cycle but India, Aus-
tralia and England can still
play the traditional five-
day matches, according to
areport in The Guardian.

The move to reduce
matches by one day would
be a significant change and
can help smaller nations to
play more Tests and longer
series.

During discussions last
week at the WTC final at
Lord’s, ICC chairman, Jay
Shah, is understood to
have expressed his support
for four-day Tests, with a
view to sanctioning them
in time for the 2027-29
WTC cycle,” the report
said.

“England, Australia and
India would still be permit-
ted to schedule five-Test se-

Grim reality: Many smaller nations, including South Africa, are

reluctant to host Tests due to the cost. REUTERS

ries of five-day matches for
the Ashes, the Border-Ga-
vaskar Trophy and the
newly named Anderson-
Tendulkar Trophy, the first
iteration of which begins
with the first Test between
England and India at Hea-
dingley on Friday.”

The ICC first sanctioned
four-day Tests for bilateral
contests in 2017. England
played Zimbabwe over
four days at Trent Bridge

last month after four-day
Tests against Ireland in
2019 and 2023.

According to the report,
“many smaller nations are
reluctant to host Tests due
to the time they take out of
the schedule and the cost,
but a move to four-day
cricket would enable an
entire three-Test series to
be played in less than three
weeks. In four-day Tests
the playing hours are ex-

tended to mandate a mini-
mum of 98 overs per day
rather than 90 overs to mi-
tigate the time lost,” it said.

“South Africa’s thread-
bare itinerary despite be-
ing crowned World cham-
pions in the thrilling final
against Australia at Lord’s
last week has further high-
lighted the issue, and fo-
cused minds on the need
for change,” it added.

The 2025-27 WTC will,
however, will continue un-
der the existing format of
five-day matches.

It began with Sri Lanka
hosting Bangladesh in a
two-Test series on
Tuesday.

Of the 27 Test series to
be played among nine
countries contesting in the
2025-27 cycle, 17 will fea-
ture just two-match affairs
whereas there will be six
series of three matches.

England, Australia and
India will all play a five-Test
series each against the oth-
er.

Four-day Tests
likely for
smaller nations
in 2027-29 WTC
cycle

2027-29

secgIdl T |
B 3ot & faw

IR feadiT exe
$T FHTGAT

The International
Cricket Council (ICC)
is ready to sanction
four-day Tests for
smaller nations in
the 2027-29 World
Test Championship
cycle but India,
Australia and

England can still play the traditional five-day matches, according to a report in
The Guardian.

& M AT vF RUIE &F HTaR awrsey fFdke alwe (ICC) 2027-29 a8 eve
A=Y 7% # okt gt & v an Rady tve i Al & & v R &, afee s,
ireeforan 3k geels yRuR® g e da o« s W@ g« &

o The move to reduce matches by one day would be a significant change and can help smaller

nations to play more Tests and longer series.

T f&T F e Al T BT AT Teh Hgeaqor dael1d gl A Tg B Gaf 1 it e 3R walt
ST Wolel 7 AGE X Tl 5

¢ During discussions last week at the WTC final at Lord’s, ICC chairman Jay Shah is understood

to have expressed his support for four-day Tests, with a view to sanctioning them in time for the
2027-29 WTC cycle, the report said.
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RATE & 3TaR, o Aocllg ATSH A SecqEIel BIgeTel & NI ol 3 HTSHY EqRT 7 Mg
IR faH Tve & fT 319+ §AdeT sgera fanar 3R 3¢ 2027-29 seegdelt 9% & T Al & &
ST STATS |

o England, Australia and India would still be permitted to schedule five-Test series of five-day
matches for the Ashes, the Border-Gavaskar Trophy, and the newly named Anderson-
Tendulkar Trophy, the first iteration of which begins with the first Test between England and
India at Headingley on Friday.

geols, ieeforar 3R s 1 37t off ey, afSv-amaEaT gihr 3R 71§ fAT TsTHa-cigaaT gy
S ey e it Y A 3 e Ry e 3T e i AT e, e gee A
YFAR I 3f37a 7 gools 3 o & ey gl Tee @ Y& Br|

e The ICC first sanctioned four-day Tests for bilateral contests in 2017.
A 7 Tl IR 2017 # gfavafry FhTEe! & T AR fRaHiT e i Hslr < |

¢ England played Zimbabwe over four days at Trent Bridge last month after four-day Tests
against Ireland in 2019 and 2023.

37d3 o oo 7l ¢ e & SFared & RWare IR g T W 4T, 399 Uga 2019 31X 2023
# ITATR3 & Tl IR feaelia ¢Fe Wel o &
e According to the report, “many smaller nations are reluctant to host Tests due to the time they

take out of the schedule and the cost, but a move to four-day cricket would enable an entire
three-Test series to be played in less than three weeks.”

RATE & 3TAR, &S BIE AT ¥ AT ITANTAT el A Frevct § F2ifeh SHA FHT 3N A1r alaAt
THTTAT 81 &, Afehet TR gt e # dier e A= & A@en &1 et weame @ w7 777 7 Q1
T T HepeT B

¢ Infour-day Tests, the playing hours are extended to mandate a minimum of 98 overs per day
rather than 90 overs to mitigate the time lost.

IR g &ve 7 yfafdsr 90 3HraT &1 oy 98 JHraw Worel &1 A7 wre) g, s warg # arfar
T SIS T 1T Th|

o “South Africa’s threadbare itinerary despite being crowned World champions in the thrilling
final against Australia at Lord’s last week has further highlighted the issue, and focused minds
on the need for change,” it added.

SHA 31791 gl 7131 o ool Toarg dAisw 7 Areefordr & Farh QaAras wread & faeg {siar s
o ST GI&TOT ITShYT el ANTAT JWell 3 SH FHEAT Sl 3 3T IR foham & 3R aRads Hr
HTaRIHAT I T higd foram g1

e The 2025-27 WTC will, however, continue under the existing format of five-day matches.
glelifeh 2025-27 Seegdidt =sh uiw feaer A=t & Alsger wred # & Sy w@am|

¢ It began with Sri Lanka hosting Bangladesh in a two-Test series on Tuesday.
SHRT LRI HIAAR HI HIelHT G@RT FTeee & AT ar ¥ #af A 4@er 3 g3

o Of the 27 Test series to be played among nine countries contesting in the 2025-27 cycle, 17
will feature just two-match affairs whereas there will be six series of three matches.

2025-27 =5 3 @it AT o T Wl STTe aTel 27 T H@E3 A 17 # shaol &Y € A giel, STafeh
g @3t A et AT Yol Sea |
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¢ England, Australia and India will all play a five-Test series each against the other.

$oals, JfeefaaT 3t oA Ter-g@t & W uier e¥e A=Y A s[@ar Woldl |
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