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1. Dholavira — A Detailed Explanation
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2. How Paris’s Seine River Keeps Louvre Cool in Summer
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Visual: Name the city of the Harappan Civilisation famous for wells like this and for its
water management practices. It was named a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 2021.
CREDIT: RANGA SAI (CC BY-SA)

Dholavira (&eTdiRT)

Dholavira is one of the most prominent and well-preserved cities of the Harappan (Indus

Valley) Civilisation, located in present-day Gujarat, on the arid island of Khadir in the Rann of
Kutch.

treTeRT, g5ouT (FRY a1el) Wearar & Fad v 3R ERETd 26 & & Ueh &, St 37T & JeRId
T & o8 & 07 & Wi gdig | Fua &
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e It was occupied between 3000 BCE and 1500 BCE, covering both the mature and late
Harappan phases.

IE A9 AT 9 3000 ¥ 1500 & << 7 @7, S aRuEd 3R 3R g3 F1er alet 1 g2
gl

UNESCO World Heritage Site
! fared eRigT ¥«

e InJuly 2021, UNESCO declared Dholavira a World Heritage Site, recognizing its
archaeological importance, urban planning, and technological innovations.

ST 2021 H, JATH! o YIATIRT T fared eI T BN foharm, sqeht quranfeas e,
e AT, 3R AT AR Y AT & §U

Famous for Water Management

STe gaee & faw gfdgy

o Dholavira is particularly noted for its advanced water management system, which
includes stepwells, reservoirs, drainage systems, and stone channels to store and
distribute water efficiently in an arid landscape.

NATERT AN T F 379 IeeTd Al Y dF & [T SATAT ST &, [T Teuade (smas)),
sremmery, fasret @, 3R gy Fr anferat anfder o, S gsen &1 7 ol A Fafed 3R
faraRd & & fow g8 718 2|

e It had at least 16 water reservoirs, some of which were carved out of rock, showcasing
remarkable hydraulic engineering.

SUH HA T HA 16 TR ¥, [T T $& IeU Y FIEHT A0 3T I, ST 3763 STel
e SShfeafer a2 &1

Unique Features of Urban Planning

ergdl feratorer Y fafdree fRreyand

e The city was divided into three parts: Citadel, Middle Town, and Lower Town —
showing zoning principles in ancient urbanism.

g IR et 7N F Fanfaa ar: g (RerEe), 7e7 J9R, 317 A"er SR, St g egdr
faister & e faaRor (SfAr) & Rgwra # gaiar gl

o It had fortified walls, gates, granaries, open spaces, and planned streets—all
indicating a highly organised civic structure.

T JHTOT 8 |
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Inscriptions and Communication

a® 3k TR gommel

« Dholavira yielded a large inscription in Harappan script, placed above a gateway —
possibly the world’s earliest signboard.

HTTdRT # Teh 937 ggouT farfy & fordY Rrerer@ e, St Hevad: gferam r qa@ e

ASoTdls & J T B

How Paris’s Seine
river keeps Louvre
cool in summer

Agence France-Presse
PARIS

As Paris braces for a heatwave this weekend, a lit-
tle-known network of underground pipes will be
cooling the Louvre museum and other storied
landmarks using water from the Seine river.

Since 1991, the river water has been cooling
more than 800 buildings via a humble but hard-
working system that is still relatively under-util-
ised worldwide.

Paris boasts the largest such urban cooling net-
work in Europe: 110 km of subterranean pipes
criss-crossing the City of Light, reducing its need
for energy-guzzling air conditioning.

The technology is not new: the headquarters of
the United Nations in New York has been using
water from the East River for cooling since the
1950s. But much planning and construction is ne-
cessary and as such, these efficient and sustaina-
ble cooling systems remain relatively rare. But in
Paris, the network has grown considerably in re-
cent years to confront more intense and frequent
heatwaves, with the first of the summer forecast
this coming weekend.

The process works much the same as a district
heating network, but in reverse: heat is trans-
ferred from the air to chilled water pumped via
pipes to buildings around the city.

But unlike conventional air conditioning, it
does not blast hot air into the streets, according to
Fraicheur de Paris, which manages the Seine cool-
ing network and others in Barcelona, Singapore
and Dubai.

The company, co-owned by the French energy
utility Engie, says it also offers significant savings
in electricity consumption, chemical use and
emissions of planet-warming carbon dioxide.

Significance in Present Times

IdA H Aged

e Dholavira provides insight into how ancient societies
adapted to harsh environments, showing that sustainability
and water conservation were core to their survival.

TR g SATAT & T 9T GATSH ¥ ST aramaror 7 $3
319 IR TR aF 31} STer TET0T & ATLTH T SNidd Eol

&1 0T 39aTS |

How Paris’s Seine River Keeps Louvre

Cool in Summer

a3t o AR 0 ey 7Y Y o Y B

@ &

As Paris braces for a
heatwave this
weekend, a little-
known network of
underground pipes
will be cooling the
Louvre museum and
other storied
landmarks using
water from the Seine
river.

A IRT s
AodTgid ieda & faw

IR BY @7 7, € E F urelt & o gagTery 3K 3

Smart solution: The Eiffel Tower is seen from the flooded
banks of Seine river in Paris. FILE PHOTO
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Since 1991, the river water has been cooling more than 800 buildings via a humble but
hardworking system that is still relatively under-utilised worldwide.

1991 @, g YUTTel 800 ¥ 3l SARGT &1 37T T W 8, S 31 Y gfevam o & e
A 3T H &S AT B

Paris boasts the largest urban cooling network in Europe: 110 km of subterranean
pipes criss-crossing the City of Light, reducing its need for energy-guzzling air
conditioning.

ARE # JUY o1 g 937 A ofiaere Acaw & 110 fratdfiey S s{fAerd ursderss it
TEY T IR AT & 3R FAT-TIT FIer arel TAT HENRATAIT T 3MTTHdT Hl A FAT 8

The technology is not new: the United Nations headquarters in New York has been
using water from the East River for cooling since the 1950s.

TE Thelleh 1S AL & AN U §Ie TS HTATT 1950 & &% J §¥¢ Raw & i &
M ToreT Y TET &

But much planning and construction is necessary and as such, these efficient and
sustainable cooling systems remain relatively rare.

msﬂmaﬁr@maﬂ?maﬁaﬁﬂmﬁ%ﬁma@mmﬁﬁﬁwﬁ
ITTRISHAT BI §, SHFT A 31 oY IaTTHd gordt &

In Paris, the network has grown considerably in recent years to confront more intense
and frequent heatwaves, with the first of the summer forecast this coming weekend.

IRA H TG sicaeh glel o aui H TS A1 3R TR-IR 377 arelr AT Y Fgd F Aue &
fore Frfr g arar §, 3R 3T TeareTd & ugel et i Fg FHr gfasgarohy ¥ 715

The process works much the same as a district heating network, but in reverse: heat
is transferred from the air to chilled water pumped via pipes to buildings around the city.

g fenar Teh fordT a1q yorrelY Shr aig &1e &l &, oifeheT 31T e #: gar 9 32 =it &
It FATATARE B STl & 3R TSt & ATETH A AT HT SHARC b IgaTS STl 81

But unlike conventional air conditioning, it does not blast hot air into the streets,
according to Fraicheur de Paris, which manages the Seine cooling network and others
in Barcelona, Singapore and Dubai.

AfeheT TRUNRS TR HERITAIT & [AWIT, Tg 5T W I3 gaT w11 Siaarn, ST s
Fraicheur de Paris (57 @1 2ficielet sieash 3R arfiatar, R 3k ga8 # 3= sicas
TaTfoId ST §) hedT &

The company, co-owned by the French energy utility Engie, says it also offers significant
savings in electricity consumption, chemical use, and carbon dioxide emissions.

g FHYAT, S AT FaT U Engie & T1 fAeia Tanford giar &, FgdT & T Ig Joter
farstrelt Y e, TeTafa® 39T, 3R FET SEIHFAES 3cqetT H AgcaqUl TUd YET
A g
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GS Paper II: Polity, Governance, and International Relations)

1. India won’t accept mediation, PM tells Trump
TR FEITYAT AT TR FHIIT, TUTAHAT A €T & gl
2. Iran will never surrender, says Ayatollah Khamenei
$TT 3 ITHAHYT AL FA, AT ool WHAS o Fgl

3. In a reset, India and Canada agree to appoint High
Commissioners and restart visa services

UH AT IRHA A, HR AR FaA18T A IoargFa @gaa 73 3R
oI a3t Y BT @ A6 FI W TgATT sqFd $Y
4. Resetting the India-U.S. partnership in uncertain times
AT AT A HRA-3rANFT A Y Tor: TR FIaT
5. Failed summit: on the G-7 summit in Canada

A RIET IFAAT: FARTH G-7 FFAAT W

6. A fair share: on divisible pool of tax collections
FATIHIT AT Y W & Rorsa @ W

7. The real challenges of foreign campuses
Rt oReRt 1 areafs getfra

8. The legality of Israeli actions under international law

AT FITeT & dAed SISl FNATS Y deraT

9. Oil Price Surge Amid Iran-Israel Conflict
ST-3oRTs e HuY & I oo i Freral 7 ggf

10. United Nations Oceans Conference (UNOC)
Y TS AFTHIR FFAeT (UNOC)
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Russia’s Long-Term Aggression Plan Against EU

T A QUG FE & [@ars ewifas 3mhms arstar

India won’t accept mediation, PM tells Trump

In a phone call, Modi dismissed U.S. President’s
claim of brokering Indo-Pak. ceasefire, says Misri

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

ndia does not and will
lnover accept media-
tion by the United
States, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi has told U.S.
President Donald Trump
directly over a telephone
call, Foreign Secretary Vik-
ram Misri said on Wednes-
day. He added that the
Prime Minister dismissed
Mr. Trump’s claims over
Operation Sindoor in clear
terms during the 35-mi-
nute telephone call.
However, a few hours la-
ter, Mr. Trump repeated
his claims, even adding
that Mr. Modi and Pakistan
Army chief Field Marshal
General Asim Munir had
been “helpful” in “stop-
ping the war”.
In a televised statement
from the Prime Minister’s
plane ‘India ', Mr. Misri

Within hours, Trump says Modi and Pakistan Army
chief Munir had been ‘helpful’ in ‘stopping the war’

said the call was req

by Mr. Trump after a meet-
ing between the two lead-
ers was cancelled as the
U.S. President left the G-7
Summit in Canada a day
early.

“Mr. Modi firmly stated
that India does not and will
never accept mediation.
There is complete political
consensus in India on this
matter,” Mr. Misri said, in-
dicating the criticism from
the Opposition parties ov-
er Mr. Trump’s allegations.

“Istopped war’
The U.S. President, a few
hours later, said: “I
stopped a war between Pa-
kistan and India”, while
adding that he “loved Pa-
kistan” and “[PM] Modi is a
fantastic man” he would
conclude a trade deal with.
A White House spokes-
person said Mr. Trump had
decided to invite the Gen-

Q [US.] President
Trump

listened carefully to
the points conveyed by
the Prime Minister and
expressed his support
towards India’s
fight against
terrorism
VIKRAM MISRI

Foreign Secretary

eral Munir to lunch after
the latter suggested the No-
bel Peace Prize be given to
the U.S. President for his
role in “preventing a nu-
clear war”.

“This man [Munir] was
extremely influential in
stopping it from the Pakis-
tan side, Modi from the In-
dia side and others. They
were going at it and they
are both nuclear coun-
tries,” Mr. Trump added.

Q 1 think Modi
is a fantastic
man..\We are going
to make a trade deal
with Modi of India.
But I stopped the
war between
Pakistan [ .—4
andindia = ©

\ DONALD TRUMP -
eign Secrets U.S. President

Mr. Misri said Mr.
Trump invited Mr. Modi to
Washington on his way
back from Canada, which
the Prime Minister de-
clined as he was travelling
to Croatia. The invitation
from Mr. Trump was par-
ticularly significant as Gen-
eral Munir was in Washing-
tonand scheduled to have
lunch with him on Wed-
nesday, a White House ad-
visory had said.

‘PM must tell the
nation what was
told to Trump’

NEW DELHI

The Congress on Wednesday
said that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi must take the
nation into confidence and
brief leaders on what he has
told U.S. President Donald
Trump. » PAGE 5

“Prime Minister Modi
clearly conveyed to Presi-
dent Trump that at no
point during this entire se-
quence of events was there
any discussion, at any le-
vel, on an India-U.S. trade
deal, or any proposal for a
mediation by the U.S. bet-
ween India and Pakistan,”
Mr. Misri said, adding Mr.
Trump “listened carefully
to the points conveyed by
the Prime Minister and ex-

India, Croatia
plan long-term
defence ties: PM

NEW DELHI

India and Croatia will make
long-term plans for deepening
the defence partnership, PM
Narendra Modi said in Zagreb,
announcing joint cooperation
in space ventures with the
country. » PAGE §

pressed his support to-
wards India’s fight against
terrorism”.

Fight against terror

The Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) did not res-
pond to Mr. Trump’s latest
comments, which he has
repeated more than a do-
zen times despite denials
from New Delhi, over the
past six weeks since Opera-
tion Sindoor began with In-

India won’t accept mediation, PM tells Trump

HIT AEITYCT T81 TATHR I3, TUTAHAT of T F Fgl

India does not and will never accept mediation by the United States, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has told U.S. President Donald Trump directly over a
telephone call, Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri said on Wednesday.

AR F3ft off W T HANT G@RT ACTEYAT FAHR AET FHIT, TUAHA G AT o

3AREEY Tegufer STes € @ TF B Fia H 7§ a1 W 7Y, qUar # fader wfaa e

Y & IamT|

¢ He added that the Prime Minister dismissed Mr. Trump’s claims over Operation

Sindoor in clear terms during the 35-minute telephone call.

3giet SITST fob TEITeTa= o HTaXerer fAgY T ofeht <0 & ral 1 35 fAeTe $r Hier 7 Tuse &7

Q @rieT T feam|

o However, a few hours later, Mr. Trump repeated his claims, even adding that Mr. Modi
and Pakistan Army chief Field Marshal General Asim Munir had been "helpful" in

"stopping the war".

Address
Email Id

Trump invites Modi to Washington, which the
PM declined as he was travelling to Croatia

dia’s strikes on Pakistan on
May 7. Mr. Trump had re-
peatedly claimed credit for
the ceasefire on May 10,
saying he had averted a
“nuclear conflict” between
India and Pakistan using
trade as a leverage, and
both U.S. Secretary of State
Marco Rubio, and Com-
merce Secretary Howard
Lutnick have officially re-
peated the claims.

In his statement on-
board the Prime Minister
aircraft, Mr. Misri said the
two leaders had also dis-
cussed the ongoing conflict
between Israel and Iran
and called for a “direct dia-
logue” between Russia and
Ukraine. He said Mr. Modi
extended an invitation to
Mr. Trump to visit India for
the Quad summit, expect-
ed to be held in November
this year, and that the U.S.
President accepted the
same.
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gTellfeh FS T TG, T &1 3791 &Td T ST 3R gl foh A AR AIfhed e J1 9@
PIes AT STetel AT FAR o Jeor Yehel A "FgAN" AP [oTS|

In a televised statement from the Prime Minister’s plane 'India 1', Mr. Misri said the call

was requested by Mr. Trump after a meeting between the two leaders was cancelled
as the U.S. President left the G-7 Summit in Canada a day early.

TITTHAT & TaATET 3T 1' @ Toh yaiRa a4 7 AT & g7 o I8 it €U & IR |
?ﬁ%sﬁqm(m)ﬁngﬁﬂ%ﬁmmmaﬁm&ﬁﬁm@a
TE|

“Mr. Modi firmly stated that India does not and will never accept mediation. There is
complete political consensus in India on this matter,” Mr. Misri said, indicating the
criticism from the Opposition parties over Mr. Trump’s allegations.

“HIET & TS gl o R AEITyar Fefl FTFR 7@ FIem| 58 fawT o) o7 & qot
Torehfae weafa &, 8T o T, Ig aeifd gU foh €0 3 ARt 9X fawat i sreraam araa
3|

‘Il stopped war’

The U.S. President, a few hours later, said: “| stopped a war between Pakistan and
India”, while adding that he “loved Pakistan" and "[PM] Modi is a fantastic man" he
would conclude a trade deal with.

3T TsgUled o FS B¢ TG gl “Het AR AR wifrrarer & e Jeu Jr, Ty & SivsT
o a8 “qIfFEde @ R g &7 3R “[Ta=H31] A T ARER afdd &7 998 a8 SaaR
AT |

A White House spokesperson said Mr. Trump had decided to invite General Munir to

lunch after the latter suggested the Nobel Peace Prize be given to the U.S. President
for his role in “preventing a nuclear war”.

Teh SETSC BI3H FaadT o ohgl foh T o STailel AR HI o & fAw JmAfAa st &7 fog
o F=iifes FAR o 3o “IRATV] Jau et 7 {fAHT ot & forw Ader enfey eam &Y
T geiTd feam |

“This man [Munir] was extremely influential in stopping it from the Pakistan side, Modi

from the India side and others. They were going at it and they are both nuclear
countries,” Mr. Trump added.

<9 & ohgl, “Ug ST [HIR] TR qaT § I Aahet A AT THTARATAT AT, $R T 3R
T HIET 3R 3 AMAT | Gl S IHAT] FYeed 817

Mr. Misri said Mr. Trump invited Mr. Modi to Washington on his way back from
Canada, which the Prime Minister declined as he was travelling to Croatia.

AT & Fgr fF T o A Y ST A= FT AT AT, AfheT TeaTHA & 39 FEAFR
X fear Fifer 3 Srefr fr Iy  w I
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o The invitation from Mr. Trump was particularly significant as General Munir was in
Washington and scheduled to have lunch with him on Wednesday, a White House
advisory had said.

¢q o1 Ig fAeaor faRy &9 & AgcaquT U1 F3if Srerer FAR afdiereet 7 & 31k qUaR #
ET & WY o9 T AT, VHT SFTSC FT3H T F=AT 3 shgl I

e “Prime Minister Modi clearly conveyed to President Trump that at no point during this
entire sequence of events was there any discussion, at any level, on an India-U.S. trade

deal, or any proposal for a mediation by the U.S. between India and Pakistan,” Mr. Misri
said.

“TUTAHAT AIGT o TT Y FUSC &Y § AT o 50 G Tearmd # Bt off o o o ar ferelr
HR-3ARHT SR FASI T =97 g5 AR 7 & $RA-91h & ey ARG 1 fehall ol geve

T AEITYAT FT IS AT 37T,” FAHT 7 FgT|

e Mr. Trump “listened carefully to the points conveyed by the Prime Minister and
expressed his appreciation,” Misri said.

T & gl 7o T o TUTTHAT SR SIS IS STl ol “eqTTqdSH FaAT AT TRIHAT Fehe I |
e Mr. Misri said the two leaders had also discussed the ongoing conflict between Israel
and Iran and called for a “direct dialogue” between Russia and Ukraine.

AEY 3 gt T el A3 F soRmEe 3R 0 & o IR Fu 3N ®O-gher & o dieft
AT T T THar W T=T S|

e He said Mr. Modi extended an invitation to Mr. Trump to visit India for the Quad
summit, expected to be held in November this year, and that the U.S. President
accepted the same.

3ogiol gl Toh AT of TT T 3 Y 9T ¥ FHIfAT Fars RIWT FFAd=T & H1T ot & foT
R 3 &1 faaaor f&am, [ AR wsgufa a e &< o

Pagelo
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Iran will never surrender,
says Ayatollah Khamenei

-GS Paper II: West Asia

PCS
Agcine rimicer eose - - - - -
TEHRAN

Iran’s Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
said on Wednesday that
the nation would never
surrender, and warned the
United States of “irrepara-
ble damage” if it inter-
venes, while Israel said it
had destroyed the internal
security headquarters in
Tehran.

Mr. Khamenei’s speech
came six days into the con-
flict that began when Israel
launched a bombing cam-
paign that prompted Iran
to respond with missile
and drones. U.S. President
Donald Trump had de-
manded Iran’s “uncondi-
tional surrender” on Tues-
day. “This nation will never
surrender,” Mr. Khamenei
said in a speech, in which
he called Mr. Trump’s ulti-
matum “unacceptable”.

“America should know
that any military interven-
tion will undoubtedly re-
sult in irreparable dam-
age,” he said. Mr
Khamenei in power since
1989, had earlier vowed
the country would show
“no mercy” towards Is-
rael’s leaders.

The long-range blitz be-
gan on June 13, when Israel
launched a massive bomb-
ing campaign that prompt-
ed Iran to respond with
missiles and drones.

Over 50 fighter jets
Israel’s Defence Minister Is-
rael Katz on Wednesday
said that jets had destroyed
Iran’s internal security
headquarters after the Ar-
my announced it was strik-
ing military targets in Iran’s
capital Tehran.

“Air Force jets have just
destroyed the internal se-
curity headquarters of the
Iranian regime — the main
arm of repression of the
Iranian dictator,” the Israe-
li Minister said in a state-
ment, vowing to “strike

Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei warned the United
States of ‘irreparable damage’ if it intervenes. AFP

India’s Operation Sindhu
evacuates 110 from Iran

Alisha Dutta
NEW DELHI

As Israel-Iran conflict
rages on, the Indian

110 Indian students from
northern Iran, and they
will reach New Delhi on
Thursday morning. The
embassy assisted the

government launched students to cross over to
Operation Sindhu on Yerevan, Armenia via land
Wednesday to evacuate routes on Tuesday.

Indian nationals from Iran.

As a first step, the Indian FULL REPORT

Embassy has evacuated » PAGE 4

symbols of governanceand  scrambled to evacuate

hit the Ayatollah regime
wherever it may be”.

“More than 50 Israeli
Air Force fighter jets... car-
ried out a series of air
strikes in the Tehran area
over the past few hours,”
the Israeli military said, ad-
ding that several weapons
manufacturing facilities
and a centrifuge produc-
tion site were hit.

In another strike on a
site in Tehran, “one build-
ing was hit where ad-
vanced centrifuge rotors
were manufactured and
tested”, the agency added
in a post on X.

Iran’s  Revolutionary
Guards said they had

launched hypersonic Fat-
tah-1 missiles at Tel Aviv.
Residential areas in Is-
rael have also been hit, and
foreign governments have

their citizens from both
countries.

Some Israelis stranded
abroad since last week de-
cided to return home,
however.

Since Friday, at least 24
people have been killed in
Israel and  hundreds
wounded, Netanyahu’s of-
fice said on Monday.

Iran said on Sunday that
Israeli strikes had killed at
least 224 people, including
military commanders, nu-
clear  scientists  and
civilians.

Israel said its surprise
air campaign was aimed at
preventing Iran from ac-
quiring nuclear weapons —
an ambition  Tehran
denies.

U.S. MAY OR MAY NOT JOIN IN
» PAGE 14

Iran will never surrender, says
Ayatollah Khamenei

ST Y ITcHTAIUT AET HIM,
IATTedll WIAAS o Fel

Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei said on Wednesday that the
nation would never surrender, and
warned the United States of "irreparable
damage" if it intervenes, while Israel
said it had destroyed the internal
security headquarters in Tehran.

ST & Fated AdT Ao ell FHAS o
TUIR F FaT ¥ A2r F3 TeaHagor A
I, 3R Aaraeh § fF IfE wgFaT vew
IANFT FEINT FIaT § Y 39 "IrqoiT
817" T JTHT HIAT TSI, TE FoRISd o
FgT fF 3T Qg A HTANF Y& AEATd
&1 o5 T AT R

e Mr. Khamenei’'s speech came six days into
the conflict that began when Israel launched a
bombing campaign that prompted Iran to
respond with missile and drones.

T GHAS ST HINUT 30 Y & &g Tt 916, 31T
SIS FoRTS of THEY JHATT & foha, s
SaTe 7 &0eT A fRws 3kt g @ wfafpar <

o U.S. President Donald Trump had

demanded Iran’s "unconditional surrender”
on Tuesday.

IARFY Tsgafer AaATes €T o HAIAR A ST &
"= eret reRTAdOT Sy FHjer v &Y

e "This nation will never surrender," Mr.
Khamenei said in a speech, calling Mr. Trump’s
ultimatum "unacceptable"

T @ATS o HIYOT 3 Fgl, "Ig TS Fsiy
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HTCHAHAYOT AT HLeM," AR A ¢ i 3fAA Aaraet Sl "reddE” Tar |
o "America should know that any military intervention will undoubtedly result in
irreparable damage," he said.

3ogieT T, "HARET HY var g A fF T off S geasta F srquofia atfa grefr”

e Mr. Khamenei, in power since 1989, had earlier vowed the country would show "no
mercy" towards Israel’s leaders.

1989 T TT 31 T AT WAE o1 TEe PET AT o 220 SIS ¥ A3 & Ty "B g
femream|

e The long-range blitz began on June 13, when Israel launched a massive bombing
campaign.

13 STeT 1 SIS GaRT a3 YATA I THARY H AT Y& A & A1 g ofell g3 T 97 Y&
gl

. fsrael’s Defence Minister Israel Katz said on Wednesday that jets had destroyed
Iran’s internal security headquarters.

SIS ¥ T&T HAl SHUFH ol of JUAR 1 gl foh SIc TIATHI o ST FT T Fam
HEATAT e T |

o "Air Force jets have just destroyed the internal security headquarters of the Iranian
regime," he said.

3egiel hgl, "I Al & e faaATal ¥ 31ef-378f $elt et & A gRam gearay wr
oTse Y fear gl

o He vowed to "strike symbols of governance" and hit the Ayatollah regime wherever
it may be.

3eglel "UTHT & Yellehl G FHAT" e 3R 76T 87 8T g1 ATl AT Y TARATAT FaAled
fcram |

o "More than 50 Israeli Air Force fighter jets... carried out a series of air strikes in the
Tehran area.”

"50 ¥ O ST I VAT F ASTF SAC.... 7 AGT &1F H FATS FAAI Y U AT STH
"

o Several weapons manufacturing facilities and a centrifuge production site were hit.
% gFAR fAor semear 3N ve AT 3eures ¥ I AR Serr o)

e In another strike, a building in Tehran that manufactured and tested advanced
centrifuge rotors was hit.

T 3T Gl 7 AGNIe a1 Ueh AR FI [ARMTAT FT1AT ITAT ST Seelel HLIFGSA e AT
3R odYeqor e ST |

e lIran’s Revolutionary Guards said they had launched hypersonic Fattah-1 missiles at
Tel Aviv.

§00eT 1 RATege=idl I$H F T 6 o1+ grgueafas are-1 fAamsd de rda 91 gt
+ Residential areas in Israel have also been hit, and foreign governments are
evacuating their citizens.
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gortrse & Reraelt gams! o¥ off gaerm g3 8, 3R Rdel TR 3r9et AR 1 fehrer W
gl

o Some Israelis stranded abroad since last week decided to return home.
o aode & gl & $& F& SIS aARTRS! o € wiest H1 hae fhar|

o Since Friday, at least 24 people have been killed in Israel and hundreds wounded,
Netanyahu’s office said on Monday.

awﬁmamwﬁwﬁwummm%mmmgﬁ,ﬁm%
FRITT o WHAR FHT TATAT|

o Iran said on Sunday that Israeli strikes had killed at least 224 people, including
military commanders, nuclear scientists and civilians.

T A TRATR T 8T 6 Sorgel) gH7a) J S T F 224 AT AR 91T, 76 AT & FAT,
TATY] defa 3R AR arfder

o Israel said its surprise air campaign was aimed at preventing Iran from acquiring
nuclear weapons.

FIIBA o gl [oh SHPT HRAASTAF gaTs HTRATT ST 1 GTATI] FRAAR wreed F3at &
Uehet & 32T I 2T

e Iran, however, denies having any nuclear weapons ambition.

gleliich $T0eT o1 fehell 8T TATOT §fRAAR ATeeT FXa Y Agcarahial § FAFR hT & |
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In areset, India and Canada agree to appoint
High Commissioners and restart visa services

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

Two years after a major
rupture in ties, India and
Canada have agreed to res-
tore the High Commission-
ers in Delhi and Ottawa,
and discussed restarting
talks for a trade agree-
ment, visa services, and
other dialogue mechan-
isms. The decisions came
during Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi’s talks with
Canada’s newly elected
Prime Minister Mark Car-
ney on the sidelines of the
G-7 outreach session in Ka-
nanaskis, Canada, where
India is a special invitee.
“The Prime Ministers
agreed to take calibrated
steps to restore stability to
this very important rela-
tionship. The first of these
steps agreed upon was to

Prime Minister Narendra Modi meets Prime Minister of Canada Mark

Carney on the sidelines of the G-7 Summit at Kananaskis. PTi/pPMO

restore High Commission-
ers to each other’s capitals
at an early date,” Foreign
Secretary Vikram Misri an-
nounced after the meeting,
adding that “senior and
working level mechanisms
in a host of areas related to
trade, people-to-people
contact, and connectivity”

had also been resumed.
“The leaders also dis-
cussed the importance of
restarting the stalled nego-
tiations on the Early Pro-
gress Trade Agreement
(EPTA), with a view to pav-
ing the way for a Compre-
hensive Economic Partner-
ship Agreement (CEPA).

They agreed to task their
respective officials to en-
gage further in this re-
gard,” Mr. Misri said.

Names ready

Officials said the appoint-
ment of High Commission-
ers may be processed as
early as July, once Canada
names it nominee. New
Delhi has already forward-
ed the name of India’s Am-
bassador to Spain Dinesh
Patnaik to Ottawa as its no-
minee, it is learnt.

In addition, the two
Prime Ministers discussed
collaborations in “clean
energy, digital transforma-
tion, artificial intelligence,
LNG, food security, critical
minerals, higher educa-
tion, mobility, and supply
chain resilience”, a state-
ment by the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs (MEA) said.

Significantly,  neither
side directly referred to the
case of Khalistani activist
Hardeep Singh Nijjar, who
was gunned down in Cana-
da two years ago, which
led to a rift in bilateral ties.
However, Mr. Carney re-
ferred to the problem of
‘transnational repression’.

“PM Carney raised
priorities on the G-7 agen-
da, including transnational
crime and repression, se-
curity, and the rules-based
order,” areadout by the Ca-
nadian Prime Minister’s of-
fice said.

In a joint statement on
transnational repression is-
sued separately, G-7 lead-
ers condemned all vio-
lence and harassment
against “dissidents, jour-
nalists, human rights de-
fenders, religious minori-
ties” by other countries.

In a reset, India and Canada agree to appoint High
Commissioners and restart visa services

TS T A A, HRA AR FA1ST A 3TAGFd AgFa F3t 3T A
13t FY BT F Y& FA I FgATT sqFd hY

Two years after a major rupture in ties, India and Canada have agreed to restore

the High Commissioners in Delhi and Ottawa, and discussed restarting talks for a

trade agreement, visa services, and other dialogue mechanisms.

ar st a1g Haul # 93 U F 91, AR AR Farst A el 3R 3erar A sTEgFal H

qETe Yot AR AR FHEele, Ao Qarst aur w7 ware 75 BT @ 4% Fe o7 7=t

gl

e The decisions came during Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s talks with Canada’s newly elected
Prime Minister Mark Carney on the sidelines of the G-7 outreach session in Kananaskis,
Canada, where India is a special invitee.

F AT gemeras sdg A 31K FeA1er & AafatRd THTAAEE AT FA 5 ST FAET F
mmm#mme-wmﬁamasmgémaﬁmmaﬁmﬁmmmm
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“The Prime Ministers agreed to take calibrated steps to restore stability to this very important
relationship. The first of these steps agreed upon was to restore High Commissioners to each
other’s capitals at an early date,” Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri announced after the meeting.

dow & a1e fager wiRa s Bl & giwor i, gt A 5@ Ageayet @ewr A Ruar e
o & ToIT gageTefier Fad 33 W HGATA STATS | SoAH Igell sheH efter Uah-gay hr Tarenferat #
ITATgFAl T gl g1

Adding that “senior and working level mechanisms in a host of areas related to trade, people-
to-people contact, and connectivity” had also been resumed.

3ogieT 3Tl &gl o SATIR, S, 3R FAFRAE @ 53 & et 7 "afss s FE-Falia a5 v
o1 ThT & & o feam aram B

“The leaders also discussed the importance of restarting the stalled negotiations on the Early
Progress Trade Agreement (EPTA), with a view to paving the way for a Comprehensive
Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA).

AT A Tg o Tl v o IR yerfer AR FAlT (EPTA) R 3T g5 archi3it &1 fthe & &
AT AT &, oad THT s smeier gHsita (CEPA) & forw #1eT yred fohar 5 Ik |

They agreed to task their respective officials to engage further in this regard,” Mr. Misri said.

AT & FgT TF 5T Ty & 39 T I & foT it gait oF 379a-319a) iRt s fSFaery &
R At TS|

Names ready

ATH R

Officials said the appointment of High Commissioners may be processed as early as July, once
Canada names its nominee.

HTRRIRAT ¥ gt o S[eIT$ & &1 FHATST GART 9 ATHITHT SqTFT hl BIVOT o STe; Ieargaral H
e 1 ufshar & & aad 21

New Delhi has already forwarded the name of India’s Ambassador to Spain Dinesh Patnaik to
Ottawa as its nominee, it is learnt.

ST & 3TAR, 7§ fereelt o Tgol &1 37 # SR ¥ Tsigy A er qeaarda &7 w1 Herar i 379e
gl & &9 7 #7 eI B

Areas of collaboration discussed

HEAT & &7 9T T4T

In addition, the two Prime Ministers discussed collaborations in clean energy, digital
transformation, artificial intelligence, LNG, food security, critical minerals, higher
education, mobility, and supply chain resilience, a statement by the Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) said.

&, Hgcaqor Giarsr, 3= Rraw, aifa-efterar, 3 3mqfet spare erdermds S &3 & Fgater o ==
&, ST for fager #AerT (MEA) & Ueh 93T 3 gl 37|
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Khalistani issue not directly mentioned

I feg F1 €Y Ieaw T8t fHar

e Significantly, neither side directly referred to the case of Khalistani activist Hardeep Singh
Nijjar, who was gunned down in Canada two years ago, which led to a rift in bilateral ties.

Soo@1 § T TR oft 8T o &Y |Ter Ugat HaATST H AR T WIfATATA! FHAT g9 g Asow &
HATHS &I 1Y 3eoid el (o, foraet gfausfia weet & gaR ar dr o)

Transnational repression mentioned

HAWTET GAA HT Ioad

e However, Mr. Carney referred to the problem of ‘transnational repression’.
TSR, &Y FIAT T ‘IHARTSET EH’ T TATAT T 3eoid TohdT|

e “PM Carney raised priorities on the G-7 agenda, including transnational crime and repression,
security, and the rules-based order,” a readout by the Canadian Prime Minister’s office said.

FATST & THTAHA FIATT SART ST Teh GeFcied o ITHR, "TETAHAT dhleil o G-7 TAST T
ARSI IToTer R goer, ga, 3R fraer-amenie sqaeyr #t ryfAsanst & w9 7 sorm|”

¢ In ajoint statement on transnational repression issued separately, G-7 leaders condemned all
violence and harassment against “dissidents, journalists, human rights defenders,
religious minorities” by other countries.

AT A TR HT § AN Ueh WY 411 A, G-7 A3t ¥ 3157 32t ganr "Rrafara, wami,
AR I&ThT, UTfHF eqaegs" & QT fhu 1T e 3ix 3ediga & e i
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ust a few months ago, India and the
United States appeared poised to deepen
what had been described as the defining
partnership of the 21st century. Prime
Minister Modi had met President Donald Trump
early in his second term. External Affairs Minister
S. Jaishankar was present at the inauguration.
There was bipartisan goodwill in Washington and
strategic optimism in New Delhi. The relationship
seemed to rest not on convenience, but on a
grander wager: shared democratic values,
converging geopolitical interests, and a mutual
ambition to shape the emerging world order.

A drift that is serious

Today, however, there is growing unease in New
Delhi. Not a rupture, but a perceptible drift;
subtle yet serious. A series of tactical and
rhetorical signals from Washington suggest a
partnership at risk of being undermined by
volatility, policy incoherence, and a disconcerting
return to older habits of mind. The sense of
strategic convergence is dimming. In this context,
Mr. Trump’s decision to host a lunch on June 18
for Field Marshal Asim Munir, the chief architect
of Pakistan’s praetorian politics and sectarian
rhetoric, has sent a disquieting signal to India,
not least because it blurs the line between
counter-terrorism partnership and political
expediency.

This drift, however, is not irreversible. The
structural logic of the partnership remains
robust. What is required now is a reset, not of
fundamentals, but of tone, clarity, and mutual
commitment.

Several recent developments have triggered
India’s discomfort. Perhaps most jarring has been
the return of outdated “hyphenation”: treating
India and Pakistan as equivalent strategic
concerns. In the aftermath of Operation Sindoor,
Mr. Trump spoke of India and Pakistan in the
same breath, offered mediation on Kashmir, and
warned of nuclear escalation. For Indian
policymakers who have invested years in
decoupling India’s rise from the India-Pakistan
binary, such language was diplomatically
regressive.

On the economic front, signals have been
equally disconcerting. Even as Mr. Trump
announced that “our deal with China is done”, he
reportedly discouraged Apple’s CEO from
expanding manufacturing in India; warning that
companies that “go to India” may face difficulties
in accessing the U.S. market. For Indian officials
advancing a “China-plus-one” strategy and
projecting India as a manufacturing hub, the
message was undermining.

Immigration policy, too, has become a point of
friction. The H-1B visa regime, long a cornerstone
of India-U.S. technological cooperation, now
appears vulnerable to political posturing and
protectionist rhetoric. The consequences risk
fraying the connective tissue that binds Silicon
Valley to Indian innovation ecosystems.

Most concerning is the apparent warming in
Washington’s approach toward Pakistan. When
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While the
structural logic
of the
partnership
remains robust,
what is needed
is a reset that is
marked by
clarity and
mutual
commitment

the United States Central Command (CENTCOM)
Commander, General Michael Kurilla, described
Pakistan as a “phenomenal partner” in
counterterrorism, it represented an
extraordinary characterisation of an institution
long associated with nurturing cross-border
terrorism.

Why is this drift occurring? First, the Trump
administration’s transactional approach places
short-term gain over long-term alignment. India’s
strategic culture — patient, layered, and
civilisational — sits uncomfortably with
Washington’s preference for the quick deal. The
American impulse to monetise diplomacy can
often jar with India’s more strategic-based lens on
geopolitics. In addition, Mr. Trump’s diplomatic
style remains as intriguing as ever: part
showman, part salesman, and unpredictable. He
may dazzle one moment and denounce the next,
making it difficult for partners, even the closest,
to navigate the terrain of trust and expectation.

Second, a segment of the U.S. national security
establishment continues to view Pakistan as a
familiar, if flawed, partner, especially in the
context of Afghanistan and counterterrorism.
Despite a history of duplicity, there remains a
deep-seated nostalgia for the “known devil”,
whose strategic utility, however diminished, is
still overstated. Meanwhile, India’s strategic
autonomy is often misconstrued as fence-sitting
rather than a principled assertion of sovereignty.

Third, structural asymmetries in influence and
communication persist. India’s rise is real, but its
institutional footprint in Washington lags behind
its ambitions.

This is reflected in a troubling
misunderstanding of India’s strategic intentions.
Critics such as Ashley Tellis argue that India
suffers from “great-power delusions” and that the
relationship falters because India’s ambitions
outstrip its capabilities. This diagnosis is flawed.
India does not suffer from delusions of grandeur;
it suffers from the patient weight of becoming. Its
desire to chart an independent course reflects not
confusion but strategic clarity shaped by history
and sovereignty. The real risk lies not in India’s
aspirations but in Washington’s impatience with
partners who do not mirror American methods
or priorities.

India must take the lead
What then must be done? Both countries must
act decisively to prevent further drift.

India should not overreact. Tactical irritants
must not obscure deeper strategic alignment.
Defence cooperation, Quad initiatives,
intelligence sharing, and convergent interests
from the Indian Ocean to the Pacific remain
strong foundations. But dramatic responses will
only exacerbate misunderstanding. Quiet,
persistent, and calibrated diplomacy must remain
the preferred method. India should broaden and
deepen its engagement in Washington beyond
traditional diplomacy, leveraging Congress,
policy think tanks, and Indian American diaspora
as vectors of strategic advocacy.

Domestically, India must accelerate internal
economic reforms, not to satisfy any foreign
expectations but to reinforce the logic of
investment, manufacturing, and long-term
confidence. Regulatory clarity and infrastructure
modernisation remain the best arguments for
India as a global production hub. On the trade
front, officials on both sides are cautiously
exploring a modest but meaningful bilateral
arrangement before the July 9 deadline.

Immigration concerns must be reframed as
shared opportunities. The H-1B regime is not a
concession to India, but an instrument of mutual
innovation. The movement of skilled talent, the
collaborative ecosystems of tech
entrepreneurship, and the potential for
co-creating the next generation of frontier
technologies should be at the centre of the
India-U.S. conversation.

The need to rediscover the basis of ties

For the U.S., the burden is equally significant.
Washington must abandon Cold War framings
and recognise that treating Indian manufacturing
and talent mobility as threats is self-defeating. If
the Indo-Pacific strategy is to endure, it must be
matched by concrete investments in India’s
regional capacity-building initiatives.

More fundamentally, both countries must
rediscover the moral purpose of their
partnership. This is not merely about balancing
China or accessing markets. At its best, the
India-U.S. relationship is about shaping a
democratic, pluralist, and rules-based world
order. The arc of India-U.S. relations has never
been linear. In 1998, after the Pokhran tests, who
could have imagined the level of alignment
achieved just a decade later? By 2005, the two
countries had stunned the world with the
landmark civil nuclear agreement: an audacious
act of strategic trust that rewrote the rules of
global diplomacy.

That moment reminds us of what is possible
when political courage meets mutual respect. As
U.S. President Bush once said, “The world will
see what two great democracies can do when
they trust each other.” It is precisely that spirit we
must summon again today. As this writer wrote in
the introduction to Engaged Democracies
(co-edited, more than two decades ago), the “real
test of the partnership is not how it behaves in
moments of celebration, but how it endures in
times of stress”.

The question then is not, as Walter Russell
Mead provocatively asked recently, will Trump
lose India? The better question is: will both
countries squander a generational opportunity to
build a democratic concert in Asia? The answer
must be no. This turbulence should serve not as
an epitaph, but as a summons to renewal. If
clarity, commitment, and candour return to the
conversation, the arc of the India-U.S.
relationship can still bend — not just toward
engagement, but toward enduring partnership
and, perhaps once again, toward history-making
trust.

Resetting the India-U.S. partnership in uncertain times

sfafRaa g7 & aRd-3@ARF wgierl #1 g Tuia e

Just a few months ago, India and the United States appeared poised to deepen
what had been described as the defining partnership of the 21st century.
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FO & AEIT Ugdl, AR 3 AR 214t @Y i e areierlt #1 3R 1w w3 F faw
4R e

Prime Minister Modi had met President Donald Trump early in his second term.
TUTTHA RIEY 7 3701 GAY FTARIA T Y&37Tcl F Aeeufar Sares g0 & FHollenrd i |
o External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar was present at the inauguration.

fager 74 vH. STAAEHT F ATAIFOT ARG H 197 foram 27|

e There was bipartisan goodwill in Washington and strategic optimism in New Delhi.
gifdeTes 7 gl aggmaar AR 7 Rl & wEifaw smemam o)

o The relationship rested on shared democratic values, converging geopolitical
interests, and a mutual ambition to shape the emerging world order.

I HaY WIHAT Aewaiiaa Jedl, stanfas fFal 7 A 31k 73 freq sgaear 71 srFR & iy
HTSAT AGcATHIAT 9T TR 2T|

A drift that is serious
s TR R
e Today, there is growing unease in New Delhi.
3T A% feeel # ot Rar &t SR §
o Not a rupture, but a perceptible drift; subtle yet serious.
IE s IoT ¢ 181, afew v Tase aftre iR Rge 81

e Signals from Washington suggest a partnership at risk from volatility, policy
incoherence, and old habits of mind.

aIRITES & Hehdl fAer 3¢ 8 o T8 wrsiary rfean, shfaere s, 3R quredt | & ot
TR A

e Mr. Trump’s decision to host Field Marshal Asim Munir on June 18 sent a
disquieting signal to India.
18 STeT 1 s ATTer 3T AT 1 oliel & 4t Ta F ooty & 9 1 Riarees ¥Fa
|

e _ltblurredthe line between counter-terrorism partnership and political expediency.
S8 JTasare faet argierY 3 Tereifas eer dhr HaAT eerel g1 S|

e This drift is not irreversible.
Ig faTe sraRad=T g1 81

e What is required is a reset of tone, clarity, and mutual commitment.

Y & foh FaX, Tsedt AR 3madt gfdeetrar s g Faifad & S|

India's discomfort: Triggering developments
I FY AWGAdT: 3UF TTATHHA
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e Return of outdated “hyphenation”: treating India and Pakistan as equal strategic
concerns.

QAT | "gTheRreT” Y oY R R wiferearet st gt Wi fR&dr & &0 7 ar
ST

o After Operation Sindoor, Mr. Trump spoke of both countries in the same breath, and
offered mediation on Kashmir.

3itaeret R & a1, 4 € 7 Sl 2t 1 U WY Ieaw R, 3R FeR o FAeaeyar #
ARIhT AT |

e Such language is seen as diplomatically regressive by Indian policymakers.

AR & A A-TAHATATT o7 58 $TWT 7 Freaifas T § S o 1) arelt AT

Economic Signals

I+ ahd

e Even after announcing that “our deal with China is done”, Mr. Trump reportedly
discouraged Apple from expanding in India.

‘AR o7 & WY WhaT 97 &Y AT 87 1 Gwon & alg o, At €9 F HRT T & vowe Hr
R A RAFar & gdicanied fRam|

o He warned that companies that “go to India” may face difficulties accessing the U.S.
market.

3egiel AdTael &1 fh S Hufaar “oTRd SITee” 3o% AN IR 7 Fisamgat s arear
AT I8 TohlT g |

e This undermined India’s “China-plus-one” strategy and its image as a manufacturing
hub.

SHY R T "Het-Cord-Fer 0TI 3R FAaATor 3 By ST bt 317eney g

Immigration and visas

var 3R e

o The H-1B visa regime, once a cornerstone of India-U.S. tech ties, now appears
vulnerable.

H-1B dIT YorTel), St S3fY HIRT-31A AT dansirehl Fad T 3R fRrer oY, 319 FAAR T
GG

o Protectionist rhetoric risks fraying ties between Silicon Valley and Indian innovation.

HIETOTATEY SaTeTaTet & RAfodier delt 3T ARANT AarR & Faal & eI) 37 Thar B

Shift in U.S. stance on Pakistan

qQIfhEdTe 9T ARST T 3@ & dedd
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CENTCOM Commander Gen. Michael Kurilla called Pakistan a “phenomenal
partner” in counterterrorism.

YTHIA FATST FeIel ATFH F el o TfhElel i HdehaTe & AT "IATROT
HEIGR" |

This is despite Pakistan’s association with cross-border terrorism.

I A9 Fgl 3T IS UIfhEdtel HY AT IR Ardharg & ST ST g

Reasons for strategic drift

Torsifae et & FROT

Trump administration’s transactional approach prioritises short-term gain over
long-term alignment.

€T SRITH T oef-&at e gfeamor Qrefamifaras A & T Achrer oA1eT 1 JrAfAhe
Gl

India’s strategic culture is patient and civilisational, unlike the U.S. quick-deal
diplomacy.

AR 1 Wreifas ¥ e tdar 3R gsaan s ¢, Safe AR f @R diearsh
Fealia ot &

Trump’s diplomatic style is unpredictable — part showman, part salesman.

&q Y Feedifas Aot AfAfae § — 31w w7 & AT, 311 w7 & faghar sie|

A section of the U.S. security establishment still sees Pakistan as useful, especially
in Afghanistan context.

IARERY graw gfarsare 1 v feam et ot arfrearer Y 39l Av=ar 8, Trae
AT & HET 7|

India’s strategic autonomy is sometimes mistaken as fence-sitting, rather than
sovereignty assertion.

AR T ToTh e FaraaT 1 3 TR HsTe THST ST §, STaih I FHHAT T FIC
A

Structural asymmetries remain — India’s institutional presence in Washington lags
behind its ambitions.

mﬁmﬁaﬁ?%—a‘ﬁ%ﬁﬁmaﬁrmmﬁuﬁ, 3T AgcaThial
Fds gl

Resetting the India-U.S. partnership in uncertain times

FfafReaa g # ARA-3ARFT ARG H1 ga: T Far

This is reflected in a troubling misunderstanding of India’s strategic intentions.

g HRA & T et Fr RAarsas Traawe#! 7 aRafad gar gl

Critics such as Ashley Tellis argue that India suffers from “great-power delusions”
and that the relationship falters because India’s ambitions outstrip its capabilities.
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feTEaT § Fifeh IR T Agwarehiaiy 35T &TACT3IT & 31 § |
This diagnosis is flawed.
Ig fageryor et 1

India does not suffer from delusions of grandeur; it suffers from the patient weight of
becoming.

HRT Hegqat & 3 A 181, dfosh otet i SAqut uftkar & &7 @ S[Erar 81

Its desire to chart an independent course reflects not confusion but strategic clarity
shaped by history and sovereignty.

TIAT AN AT I HRA T STOT A 7T, Sfoeh 3iaera I THHAT A ITHN ol 75
T TUsedr S gt &1

The real risk lies not in India’s aspirations but in Washington’s impatience with
partners who do not mirror American methods or priorities.

3G @aRT AR T Agearrien3it F g1, sfow 37 AR & uia arfdreres &y srdfar &
& S AR adiwY a1 A fAwansit S JE 39|

India must take the lead

HRT T Afcd AT AT

What then must be done? Both countries must act decisively to prevent further drift.
319 &7 fhar STe? At et Y 31 Rgee & g9« & T Avias Fies 3o TRy
India should not overreact.

R &1 arf-afafean g &= oo

Tactical irritants must not obscure deeper strategic alignment.

TOTATAF TSNS T Achliorad HATATE YETell FET HY Heboll |

Defence cooperation, Quad initiatives, intelligence sharing, and interests from
Indian Ocean to the Pacific remain strong foundations.

T&TT FEANT, FaTS Tgerehesl, GRHAT ARG 3R fée AFAIR & yerid e & R 3r9 ol
AT 3TUR E|

Dramatic responses will only exacerbate misunderstanding.

ATCRIT UFAFHATT ol TATdheH! F TN |

Quiet, persistent, calibrated diplomacy must remain the preferred method.

oI, e 3 wafora Feaifa 1 s surr e o @i

India should broaden and deepen its engagement in Washington beyond traditional
diplomacy.

HN I IRIRE Feslita ¥ 31T TG areTesT A A9 Hatll Ht A9 X T8 HT
IR

Leverage Congress, think tanks, and Indian American diaspora as strategic
advocacy vectors.
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Fa, e Tl 3R ReT 3AREY yar wHErT i wEfaw g@red & @ & &9
H 39T fhar S|

Domestic priorities for India

HI $Y O] TATAFATE

India must accelerate internal economic reforms not to meet foreign expectations,
but to reinforce logic of investment, manufacturing, and confidence.

R Y AMTerfan T FURT T oot HLeT anfev, fadelt srqamsit =1 76T, afoer fder,
fRafaaior stk frearwr & i 3muR &t Astgd = & o)

Regulatory clarity and infrastructure modernisation are the best arguments for India
as a global production hub.

AR T ARGH 3cuTeet &g & T F T Il & fov framers vosean ik giaamd o &1
eI fARIFHIOT HTH HoTgl T & |

On trade, officials on both sides are exploring a modest but meaningful bilateral
arrangement before the July 9 deadline.

SR & AT #, 21 a2l & AR 9 Fars Fr Fagehar & ugel va @ffa Aferer wrds
gfvafiar gasta i Garaer qarer | B

Immigration concerns

yarae dat Rarne

Immigration concerns must be reframed as shared opportunities.

yaTHe Y RT3 Y AT 3rawt o &9 A Gof: TR R Sy =g el

The H-1B regime is not a concession but an instrument of mutual innovation.

H-1B &< otTel) 1S RIrrd w181 sfes 3madY AaraR &1 91 g1

Movement of skilled talent, tech ecosystems, and co-creating frontier technologies
should be central to the India-U.S. conversation.

gffara wfasim 1 sraredY, awsihr feufas a1, 3R 31fAew awedis! F1 ag-Aafor #r
HRA-3MARNHT ard’ 7 Sy g1 ATTRT|

The need to rediscover the basis of ties

"aHl & ITUR FY T1: Wt Y ATRISHAT

For the U.S., the burden is equally significant.
AR & v 77 foreAerl 3= & Agcaqor 21

Washington must abandon Cold War framings and recognise that treating Indian
manufacturing and talent mobility as threats is self-defeating.
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affRraTesT 1 offe garr i \ra sissh AT 3R aRe fator 3k wfdem aferefiear =1
TR T G TTAT TGT & AT g 2

o If Indo-Pacific strategy is to endure, it must be supported by concrete investments in
India’s regional capacity-building.

Tfe g21-3RAThew O Fr fTh1F sar=T § ar 38 AR $1 & a1erar fA#Tor 7 3/ Raer
q gaAfq g arfgu

e Both countries must rediscover the moral purpose of their partnership.
QAT &Y Y 39T HSIGRT & AT 32T T oT: WISt 1 AT hT &

o This is not just about balancing China or market access.
ugmihamﬂgawmmaﬁqgﬂaﬁ%l

o The India-U.S. relationship is about shaping a democratic, pluralist, rules-based
world order.

e & T g

e In 1998, after the Pokhran tests, alignment seemed impossible, but by 2008, the civil
nuclear agreement redefined global diplomacy.

1998 # GREROT GHETUT & STE ST TS JHHT 3, oI 2008 H ARTRS YA FHAHAY
o AR fHeaITel I LATRATT Y &2

« That moment shows what is possible when political courage meets mutual respect.
Ig &T0T 21Tl & T STe Teteiifares W1ew 33 3mawlt §aAT fAera €, o o741 G979 &) GohaTT &

e As President Bush said, “The world will see what two great democracies can do
when they trust each other.”

ST fo Trsgafa ger gt a1, "gfaar @l i Sa &) AgTeT Al Tah-gav W AT
A FTHF AR

o That spirit must be summoned again today.
3TST 3 $IG=AT T T & ST7 HTT 8191

o As written in Engaged Democracies, the real test is not in celebration, but in stress.

Tiles AR & for@r 7= § o arsierY i 3raelt et 3ca 7 ¢, sfow daa & 97
gl gl

o The better question is: will both countries squander a generational opportunity to
build a democratic concert in Asia?

JER TaTdl ¢ FIT g1t 2T TfT & AFdifAsd Tahdl So71d & 59 Fderd a8 & Irar
&
e The answer must be no.

SHeRT 3T o181 gleAT AR |

e This turbulence should serve not as an epitaph, but as a summons to renewal.
Ig 31T ifaw afda s1gr afcw sdierar &1 3mear 9= aifev|

o If clarity, commitment, and candour return, the India-U.S. relationship can bend
toward enduring partnership and history-making trust.
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India must reassess the usefulness of
attending G-7 meetings

t 50, the G-7 — a grouping of the most ad-
A vanced economies — should appear ro-

bust, cohesive and experienced in ma-
naging global conflict. Instead, the G-7 Summit
and Outreach session in Kananaskis, Canada pre-
sented a disunited and ineffective force in the
face of some of the most testing conflicts includ-
ing an escalating Russia-Ukraine war, the Israel-
Iran strife and Israel’s ceaseless bombardment of
Gaza. In addition, it has been unable to deal with
the biggest disruptor in global trade — that of the
U.S. Trump administration’s reciprocal tariffs
worldwide. This year’s G-7 was rocky from the
start as host Canada saw an unexpected election
just months before the summit. The government
of Mark Carney was still finding its feet, which
meant leaders such as Prime Minister Modi were
invited just days before the summit. Upheavals in
U.S. foreign and trade policy have also caught the
grouping off-guard: U.S. President Donald
Trump’s pivot to Russia on the Ukraine crisis, and
ambiguous approach to China have been particu-
larly noted. In Kananaskis Mr. Trump even sug-
gested that the G-7 become the “G9, including
Russia and China”, much to the chagrin of other
leaders, including the Ukraine President, who
was a special invitee. Mr. Trump’s volte face from
proclaiming to be a “Peace-time President” to ac-
tively supporting Israel’s aggression was another
issue. The U.S. refused to sign on to a draft state-
ment by G7 members that called for a de-escala-
tion or any criticism of Israel, and pushed for a
statement that condemned Iran. Mr. Trump’s ear-
ly exit dealt another blow. Eventually, the G-7 was
unable to issue a joint statement on key issues,
and a Chair’s Summary was issued to deal with
the crises at hand, along with statements on less
divisive issues such as Al and quantum comput-
ing, critical minerals supply chains, wildfire and
prevention, and transnational repression, but
not on terrorism, as India had hoped.

Perhaps the most productive part of Mr. Mo-
di’s trip was his meeting with Mr. Carney, and the
decisions to restore Indian and Canadian High
Commissioners, and to reset ties ruptured over
the Nijjar case. However, the Carney government
has not demonstrated any change in its position
on the case or on action against Khalistani extre-
mism. Moreover, the G-7 statement on Transna-
tional Repression (TNR) does not name any coun-
try, but is pointed in its reference to allegations of
foreign interference and TNR made by Canada
against India, as well as China, Russia and Iran.
Given the outcomes, the government must re-
view the utility of India’s participation in the G7
process. To have the Prime Minister travel more
than 11,000 kilometres to address one outreach
session of a fractious summit may not be the

Address
Email Id

Failed summit: on the G-7 summit in Canada

AP RIET IFAAT: FART H G-7 TFAAT W

India must reassess the usefulness of attending G-7
meetings

R Y G-7 FSHT A HIT A T 3TN W gATTIR Fgem aifew

o At 50, the G-7 — a grouping of the most advanced economies —
should appear robust, cohesive, and experienced in managing global
conflict

50 ¥ QX T YT G-7, il 1o T Seoicl Fegaeunsit 1 deg ¢,
dfReeh Hel & JateT & FAorqd, Tahele 3N Iregerd foweir =migw o

o Instead, the G-7 Summit and Outreach session in Kananaskis,
Canada presented a disunited and ineffective force amid conflicts like

the Russia-Ukraine war, Israel-lran strife, and Israel’s bombardment
of Gaza

% Tl FHeATST F FAAEHT 7 G-7 FHAT 3T 33T T o TH-
ool IS, ISV WY 3T ITAT T IS Y TAGRY o1 Hehel &

I v 3rEafea 3R sryermd afera &1 gefar

. The G-7 failed to deal with the U.S. Trump administration’s
reciprocal tariffs, the biggest disruptor in global trade

G-7, A9 IR & T&d 93 faueasr), I AN e gera &
IREIRE ek, O Faea 7 3ol @1

. This year’s G-7 was rocky from the start as Canada had an
unexpected election just months before the summit

$H a9 T G-7 HEHIT YO3HTT A &Y FTTUT @71 Fifeh FeltsT & GoAeT 4
T HEIoT TEoT 6T ATATAT AT T a0 &

. The Mark Carney government was still stabilising, leading to late
invites for leaders like Prime Minister Modi

ATH FAT ST TIH 373 2R 87 oY, forgeh ROt warerasE a1l S
AT T 8T G JTHFOT AT AT

. U.S. foreign and trade policy upheavals caught the grouping
off-guard, especially Trump’s pivot to Russia and ambiguity on China

AR A fager 3k samaR A & sge-gud, AV €9 F1 w3
g1 AR AT TR 3rETsedr, A Heg i Tlehr e
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e At Kananaskis, Trump suggested G-7 become G9 by including Russia and China,
upsetting other leaders, including Ukraine’s President

FATATTERH H, TT o Foara far Bk G-7 Y GO 71 e e forerat v 3l <t at anfer
foram ST, Toraer Fghet & TSEUfd TAT 3o A3 H 3rHAT g3

e Trump’s volte-face from being a “Peace-time President” to supporting Israel’s
aggression was another concern

¢q &1 “enifafirr asgafa” & soRmEe A ITHEEAFAT & AT HT AR F-eof U 3R Rarar
Ty ar

o U.S. refused to sign the G-7’s draft statement calling for de-escalation or criticism of
Israel, instead pushed to condemn Iran

IHANFT A G-7 & TG FH FIA AT SIS Y ITATIAT T HI9T et dTel AHIET TITT ]
EEATER el T SIhR A AT 31X 5TF o1 §I0eT Y fieT aet W SR far

e Trump’s early exit from the summit further weakened its credibility

Y T GFEATT ¥ STed) YT GFR ST 1 i 3R FHSR HT ar

e G-7 failed to issue a joint statement on major crises, released only a Chair’s
Summary and separate notes on Al, quantum computing, critical minerals,
wildfires, and transnational repression

G-7 YW Hehel TR T TN STT lel A fadwer T@T, 3R dharel Teh ST T WRIT 2T Al
FATCH HOYFA, AFAYT WA, STl Y 37T 3R AT GHA S el T 3HeT-
37191 ST SIRY Tk arw

e No statement was issued on terrorism, which India had hoped for

HTAPAIG W IS TIT 78T &1 T, STafeh R I ST 3FAIE AT

¢ Modi's meeting with Mark Carney and decision to restore Indian and Canadian High
Commissioners was the most productive part of his visit

AIEY Y AT FEAT § FoThTe R HRA-FHATST ITAIFAT Y q6Tel ol T (0T SFehr AT
T FIH ITFAT 1T T

o But Canada has not changed its stance on the Nijjar case or Khalistani extremism
AfheT FATST o 7 At fAsoR AT W 3R o7 & @IfATarE! 3Id1E 9 319 3@ H HIS dgdg
frar g

e The G-7’s statement on Transnational Repression (TNR) doesn’t name countries,
but hints at Canada’s allegations against India, China, Russia, and Iran

G-7 T grA=TereTel YA (TNR) TR ST FHET S0 T ATH LT T, AfeheT Tg FHeATST gaRT
R, e, T 31 A I T 37T IRT 1 A Thd FAT &
e Given all outcomes, India should review the value of being part of the G-7 process

g7 T AROTAT T ST U R Y G-7 T H $TafigRY Y ST AT hir Faham F=
EURY

e |t may not be optimal for the Prime Minister to travel 11,000+ km for a single
outreach session at a fractured summit
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Retaining the 41% share in the divisible
pool for States will be unjust
T he Sixteenth Finance Commission (SFC),

whose recommendations on financial de-
volution will be valid from April 1, 2026,
faces a piquant situation. Its chairman Arvind Pa-
nagariya had noted last week that 22 out of 28
States, including many ruled by the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP), had asked for a larger share of
the divisible pool of tax collections, from 41% to
50% — a legitimate demand. The Union govern-
ment has effectively shrunk the divisible pool by
disproportionately increasing its revenue
through non-shareable cesses and surcharges,
whose share of the Centre’s gross tax revenue
soared from 12.8% between 2015-16 to 2019-20
(pre-pandemic years) to 18.5% between 2020-21
and 2023-24 (Budget expenditure). Thus, the ef-
fective share of States in the Centre’s gross tax re-
venues averaged close to 31% in the 2020-21 to
2023-24 period - it was 35% in the previous cor-
responding period. Compounding this is the
post-GST reality, where limited avenues for States
to raise their revenue, make them critically de-
pendent on central transfers. While GST collec-
tions have been fairly good in recent years, this
has still not addressed the issue of the reduced
avenues for States to increase their revenue.
Further, the existing formula for horizontal devo-
lution, with a heavy weightage given to popula-
tion and income distance, is seen by economical-
ly progressive States (the South), as a penalty for
performance and responsible governance.
Keeping the status quo would go against the
grain and the idea of cooperative federalism that
the BJP-led government has emphasised. Mr. Pa-
nagariya also remarked that a sudden nine-point
jump to 50% would “[upset] too many carts”, in-
dicating that the Centre would be loath to lessen
its share because of rising expenditure on de-
fence and other capital-intensive projects. This
means that the Finance Commission would be
less inclined to engage with States’ demands, also
explaining why it might keep the devolution
share unchanged at 41%. Yet, doing so would be a
missed opportunity to forge a new federal com-
pact. A modest increase in the vertical devolu-
tion, meeting States’ demands half-way, would be
a welcome signal. The Finance Commission must
also recommend a mechanism that will rein in
the arbitrary use of cesses and surcharges,
maybe even capping them at a fixed percentage
of the gross tax revenue of the Centre and includ-
ing any surplus collection in the divisible pool, as
some have suggested. It must fine-tune the hori-
zontal distribution criteria to create a more equit-
able balance between a State’s needs, its area,
and its performance. Crafting a formula that is fis-
cally prudent and one that strengthens the feder-
al structure at its roots, the States, is imperative.

A fair share: on a divisible pool of tax
collections

AIHAT fREuT: FT W % Qs g

The Sixteenth Finance Commission (SFC), whose
recommendations on financial devolution will be valid
from April 1, 2026, faces a piquant situation.

Arergd fa< 3T (SFC), fowehr faeir gEarazor uv RAwrfver 1
3riter 2026 & ) giN, v FAfee RPufa &1 e S W@ E

e lIts chairman Arvind Panagariya had noted last week that 22 out
of 28 States, including many ruled by the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), had asked for a larger share of the divisible pool of tax
collections, from 41% to 50% — a legitimate demand.

g% 37267 3T 93T o oo Iearg garr 6 28 F ¥ 22
T, Foe18] s ARANT AT Il ($71979T) AT T Y §, o
I & TIHTST Tl H 37911 TFEAT 41% & T 50% el hl AT ol
g — Sl U arfore AT |

e The Union government has effectively shrunk the divisible pool
by disproportionately increasing its revenue through non-shareable
cesses and surcharges, whose share of the Centre’s gross tax

revenue soared from 12.8% (2015-16 to 2019-20) to 18.5% (2020-
21 to 2023-24).

e TR o HTANTST 3T 31T IR & ATegH T 379+ Tered
TEI Y HAATT T ¥ eI [THTS Yol 1 T & & wer v g, 5
foF dhg & Tehel Y ToTET H 2015-16 T 2019-20 & N7 12.8% T

JeaT 2020-21 ¥ 2023-24 H 18.5% & I=AT|

e Thus, the effective share of States in the Centre’s gross tax
revenues averaged close to 31% in the 2020—-21 to 2023—24 period
— it was 35% in the previous corresponding period.

3H TR, 2020-21 § 2023—24 FT 3G H e & Hohel P AoTd H
TSIt Fr ToTdY RTEASHY TSI 31% LY — Sk ST Ugel 1 39Sy

H I8 35% 2|

e Compounding this is the post-GST reality, where limited avenues
for States to raise their revenue, make them critically dependent
on central transfers.
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AT £, fOad 3 FEr TAEiaen 9 7 77 & iR g sia €
« While GST collections have been fairly good in recent years, this has still not
addressed the issue of the reduced avenues for States to increase their revenue.

gTel & asi # GST HaE 319&TTehel 37<OT I&T §, olichel Tg Tl & [T Mo Fer & WA
Real i gaear 1 379 of g 78T HT IR B

e Further, the existing formula for horizontal devolution, with a heavy weightage given to
population and income distance, is seen by economically progressive States (the
South), as a penalty for performance and responsible governance.

$H® JelTdT, ST FEATaRor & HiS[aT Brle 7 JTaear 3T 3 g &t 31fte aofet e
IR &, T e v & werfareiier T (&80T $1R) canT yeeie 3R et arEd &
fw 3 & ®9 A @ S g

o Keeping the status quo would go against the grain and the idea of cooperative
federalism that the BJP-led government has emphasised.

FYIFEUTY 910 T@T 39 WeR Tuag & {9 31K sma«r & f@ers g, ford smerar
Aeq arell AIFR o TR-GR AR GH HgT & |

e Mr. Panagariya also remarked that a sudden nine-point jump to 50% would “[upset] too
many carts”, indicating that the Centre would be loath to lessen its share because of
rising expenditure on defence and other capital-intensive projects.

AT GAATSAT o Ag 7 g7 o 50% e IraTetan a1t Il Fr I ‘S MISAT T Il Fehell
&, e cTel § o TaT 3 3o Goft-arget aRANSTT3iT 9 qgd T & HROT Fg 9 o
&I A FA § fFahan|

e This means that the Finance Commission would be less inclined to engage with
States’ demands, also explaining why it might keep the devolution share unchanged
at 41%.

SHhT HcTeld g o Farer HTYer Tt 1 AT o AR F3 FY AF FH §e6F ol Tohdl &
3 I HROT ¥ R 9 g¥aiaor &1 fREaT 41% U 3rqRafdd @ aear gl

e Yet, doing so would be a missed opportunity to forge a new federal compact.
A &7, XA HIAT Toh AT T FAAI Y FNTAT FIA HT IHT GHT 3T 91T

e A modest increase in the vertical devolution, meeting States’ demands half-way,
would be a welcome signal.

FEF EATROT H AR JafW, ST T2t 1 AT T ITUT [T FFR F, Th TPRCAF
"o g9

The Finance Commission must also recommend a mechanism that will rein in the
arbitrary use of cesses and surcharges, maybe even capping them at a fixed

percentage of the gross tax revenue of the Centre and including any surplus
collection in the divisible pool.

T 3T &1 v T A Y GETeN AT ST 3uET R FTRANRT & AFHE 3T | Aw
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AT, FHAA: 3o6 g P Thel L TolEd & T AT ufderd W dAfRa R iR A o
sifafea wae Remsw g # anfarer & so|

¢ It must fine-tune the horizontal distribution criteria to create a more equitable
balance between a State’s needs, its area, and its performance.

5H aifcrsT faaRor ATTEst ! IRSF LT AT dlfeh TRl Ty T maeTwarat, 385
BTG, IR 38 ygoiaT & oy it FPfera iR AT HJoreT ST ST Feh |

e Crafting a formula that is fiscally prudent and one that strengthens the federal
structure at its roots, the States, is imperative.

THT BIHET TR AT it T w9 § fadequt 81 31N S ey g st e T 9 It
TSt # ggg A, AfAard B
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The real challenge for foreign campuses

here has been much
debate in India about
attracting foreign
university branch
campuses since the University
Grants Commission (UGC)
established regulations in 2023. A
few have set up shop: two
Australian universities — Deakin
University and the University of
Wollongong — in Gujarat’s GIFT
City, and the U.K.’s University of
Southampton in Gurugram, near
Delhi.

The momentum has continued
to grow in recent months. Last
week, Letters of Intent were
issued to five foreign institutions —
the University of York, the
University of Aberdeen, University
of Western Australia, Illinois
Institute of Technology, and Italy’s
Instituto Europeo di Design (IED)
— to establish campuses in
Mumbai.

However, early indicators
suggest that Deakin and
Wollongong, which began classes
last year, and the University of
Southampton, which is going to
welcome its first batch of students,
may be moving too quickly.
Admissions were announced often
before essential details, such as
information about the faculty and
other key elements, were made
publicly available. While this rapid
pace may signal strong intent and
enthusiasm, it also raises many
concerns.

Challenges to the branch idea
Globally, transnational education
is navigating an increasingly
uncertain landscape. This may be
one of the most difficult global
environments for universities to
establish branches. The country
with the largest number of
overseas university branches
globally, the U.S., is in complete
disarray due to attacks on higher
education from the Donald Trump
administration. The last thing on
the minds of most American
university leaders is foreign
initiatives. Therefore, the Illinois
Institute of Technology’s decision
to establish a campus in India
should be seen as an exception.
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A major issue
for foreign
university
branch
campuses is
navigating
India’s highly
competitive
higher
education
landscape

Even institutions willing to
enter the Indian market will have
to overcome numerous domestic
challenges. A major issue is
navigating India’s highly
competitive higher education
landscape.

Most of the institutions seeking
to enter the Indian market are not
top-tier schools in their own
countries, In India, they risk being
seen as just one among several
“elite” options available to
students. These branch campuses
follow a market-driven model,
offering programmes in
high-demand fields such as
business, computer science, and
data analytics. While this
approach may be financially
strategic, the narrow academic
focus risks making them
indistinguishable from India’s
better-performing private colleges
and universities.

Therefore, the real challenge is
to establish a clear academic
identity. Without this, they risk
being perceived as little more than
diploma mills, ultimately
undermining the reputation of the
very universities they represent. It
is also relevant that most of the
branches already established or
planning to be established are not
comprehensive universities with
diverse offerings and research
focus, but rather are small
specialised schools.

India already boasts renowned
public institutions such as the
Indian Institutes of Technology
(IITs) and Indian Institutes of
Management (IIMs), which are
actively expanding their global
engagement and research
capabilities. Furthermore, a
growing number of elite and
semi-elite private universities in
India now offer joint and
double-degree programmes in
collaboration with foreign
institutions. In this dynamic
environment, foreign branch
campuses cannot rely solely on
the strength of their brand.

A concerning trend among
some international branch
campuses already established in
India is their disproportionate

reliance on marketing strategies,
often at the expense of academic
investment. While marketing has
its place, it cannot substitute for
substance. Students and parents
are increasingly discerning. They
examine publicly available
information on faculty credentials,
curriculum design, industry
relevance, and student support
systems, Flashy campaigns
without academic depth or
meaningful student engagement
will not build lasting trust.
Another key problem lies in
students’ perception and the
reality of campus life. Early
observations suggest that most of
these branch campuses operate
out of vertical buildings, often
renting space. If foreign
universities wish to be perceived
as full-fledged institutions, they
must invest in essential “soft™
infrastructure as well.

Need for local relevance

From the Indian perspective,
selecting the right partner is
important. Universities from the
Global North are typically
interested in branch campuses for
several reasons. Host countries or
institutions may offer major
incentives in terms of facilities or
funds. In many cases, the primary
motivation is to earn money, as
illustrated by several branches in
Dubai. Some wish to establish a
presence in a country to recruit
students to the home campus.
Without major incentives, top
global universities will seldom be
attracted. India will need to
carefully evaluate whether a
particular branch proposal is
suitable for local needs, and
whether it is from a foreign
institution that is attractive.

The establishment of foreign
university branch campuses in
India marks a significant milestone
in the higher education landscape.
However, if these ventures are
rushed or poorly managed, they
risk becoming cautionary tales —
short-lived initiatives that erode
trust, dilute brand value, and stall
the broader momentum toward
meaningful internationalisation.

The real
challenges of
foreign campuses

el TRERT Y

Institutions willing to
enter the Indian market
will have to overcome
numerous domestic
challenges.

HRT H v FI A
FTOF UEYTA! T F$ T
AT I IR AT T

o There has been much
debate in India about
attracting foreign
university branch
campuses since the
University Grants
Commission (UGC)
established regulations in
2023.

R 7 2023 A
faeafaezrery sregere smaar
(UGC) EarT [aT# a1 St
& a1c ¥ fagaft
fareafagrearat it emamait
T T FIA Tl hT T
el g8 ¥

o A few have set up shop: two Australian universities — Deakin University and the
University of Wollongong — in Gujarat’s GIFT City, and the U.K.’s University of
Southampton in Gurugram, near Delhi.

T HEUTAT o1 Tgel &7 YEIATT I &1 §: T HT GIFT fa F oY sieeforars freafagzrera
— ST fereafdeamery it aYeieir frafearey, 3R el & ore o A g . &1
AFYgFICA faeafagareaa|
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The momentum has continued to grow in recent months.
o To #gE # TE AT Todt W el

Last week, Letters of Intent (LOIs) were issued to five foreign institutions — the
University of York, the University of Aberdeen, University of Western Australia,
lllinois Institute of Technology, and Italy’s Instituto Europeo di Design (IED) — to
establish campuses in Mumbai.

oo avdrg, uia et geam=t — a1 eafagarey, vasia Rraflieaes, vt
siteeforar faeafagarea, sfaera steafarr weum, 3R geoht @1 sfeceyey WA &
3918+ (IED) — 1 Ha$ A IRET T H¥el & oI 3 97 (LOIs) SRy fohw arv|

However, early indicators suggest that Deakin and Wollongong, which began classes
last year, and the University of Southampton, which is going to welcome its first batch
of students, may be moving too quickly.

glelifeh, IRIAE F&a Idd § for et st Araiarer, Siegiat o af e g & o,
3R E3YgFIe favafdegrerd, S sfee; € 9= gl BT T T H, AIS g dsit
¥ I T RE

Admissions were announced often before essential details, such as information about
the faculty and other key elements, were made publicly available.

3eFER §AL Y INOITE 38 THG I 375 1 oo foh gt 3R g geg acat han &
ST STTASBRT ATl feleh oTg &l 315 2T

While this rapid pace may signal strong intent and enthusiasm, it also raises many
concerns.

AT Tg A 3eTeh A 3T1G I IcHTE 1 AT Hehll &, Aot Ig S FaT 8t 3cvet
R &

Challenges to the branch idea

ET TRET Y Irqeron Fr galfaat

Globally, transnational education is navigating an increasingly uncertain landscape.

ARFF TR 9T, HATIR et v et fafReaaar @ 1 @ &

This may be one of the most difficult global environments for universities to establish
branches.

Ig farafacaret & faw aramd venfia et & fow aad #fee dRas R A v e

HHhdT 5|

The country with the largest number of overseas university branches globally, the
U.S., is in complete disarray due to attacks on higher education from the Donald
Trump administration.

fareg TR W W srftrT el faeafdearery emamsit arer o, 3R, & Sares ¢
TRITHST GaRT 3% FRIGT W gl & HROT I a¥g @ sregaeyr i Rafa g
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e The last thing on the minds of most American university leaders is foreign initiatives.
Ui IARNSY Freafdearery At & AT 7 37 gAw Rdedh wgal H H1 197 767 &

o Therefore, the lllinois Institute of Technology’s decision to establish a campus in
India should be seen as an exception.

gafor, sfaera gigaifarhr Tvume &1 oRa # R @ 1 vk o srqag & &9 7
QT ST TR U|

o Even institutions willing to enter the Indian market will have to overcome numerous
domestic challenges.

HRA & STGTR H YA T gTgeh TEAT3HT 1 8 F§ ol FoAlfadt & IR 9111 g1
¢ A major issue is navigating India’s highly competitive higher education landscape.
Teh 31 Gl § R & Ircaiars gfaeae se Ram aRgea & el srere qamen|

e Most of the institutions seeking to enter the Indian market are not top-tier schools in
their own countries.

IR # Y2 ATEeT aTel TR TTATT et 2T # 2T Aoft & FEUTT g1 ¢ |
¢ InIndia, they risk being seen as just one among several “elite” options available to
students.

HRA H, 3o Ol & [T 3T 3 "Woq@ el 7 A Hde Teh & T H GG 5T Thell o
e These branch campuses follow a market-driven model, offering programmes in high-
demand fields such as business, computer science, and data analytics.

A ATET IR Teh ATAR-3TUTRE HISe ST UTele] il § 3N ST, Fegex st 3R ser
TATfATEFH S 3T AT aret 8331 F H1IHH Tl ad ¢

o While this approach may be financially strategic, the narrow academic focus risks
making them indistinguishable from India’s better-performing private colleges and
universities.

ol &) Ig gieeanivr 3nfde & F WiEfae &, dfdheT saer fifaa darfres v 3-8 o
& A foll Hiasr 3T fFeafgareat 8 reer ggame 7€t e aran

o Therefore, the real challenge is to establish a clear academic identity.
5afaT, 3 el el § v Tase da1fore ggame wanfid o

o Without this, they risk being perceived as little more than diploma mills, ultimately
undermining the reputation of the very universities they represent.

3 9T, 3¢ fAh FBeaAT dies aTe FEUTH TAST S & T &, forad I et
faafaearest 1 afafafted #Rd & e IfassT I Jhare Tgar Fehd & |

e |tis also relevant that most of the branches already established or planning to be
established are not comprehensive universities, but rather small specialised
schools.

Ig ¢ HgcaquT ¢ fob Igel & T I GETTae it e w#Har faeafaearery .
i oI faflrse wge €

e India already boasts renowned public institutions such as the Indian Institutes of
Technology (lITs) and Indian Institutes of Management (lIMs).
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AR H Tgol ¥ & AR Wi geum= (I1Ts) 3R AR gt geum= (1IIMs) S
yfy ardsfae SEUT Hisg &

e These institutions are actively expanding their global engagement and research
capabilities.
& FEATT 391 IRaF ABAERY AR reTHUTT aTAas F TR wfhy T A W @

¢ Notable collaborations, such as IlIT Delhi with the University of Queensland and lIT

Bombay with Monash University, have set strong precedents for international
research partnerships.

S T IIT el 3tk faafie site wdffads 3 IT s 3 A gfaafdd & a=
HEaYOl HEANT, HAWSET HTHUTT AR oh A 3GTEI0T Il Yeb ¢ |

e Furthermore, a growing number of elite and semi-elite private universities in India
now offer joint and double-degree programmes in collaboration with foreign
institutions.

g8 JTARerd, R 7 doc HE&aT & v 3R y-yo7w fsh freafgzmey 3w fadah
TEYTA F T § FYF 3T A FBaft w1 vereT @ B

¢ In this dynamic environment, foreign branch campuses cannot rely solely on the
strength of their brand.

sg arfarefier @rgter &, fagel em@r R Shadr 3rae a8 i drd 9T AR 81 ® |

Myth of marketing
farqorer &1 5137

¢ A concerning trend among some international branch campuses already established
in India is their disproportionate reliance on marketing strategies, often at the
expense of academic investment.

TR 7 Teel ¥ T Fo FHawrerr aram aRext & 3= e Riaees ggia ag &
a1 Ader i Aea W rcaftw RAgorer whfaat ot @i e @ €1

o While marketing has its place, it cannot substitute for substance.
gTelifeh faqoTeT & 3191 S19TE &, J6 AREcash JOTaT HT TUTT At & FehelT|
o Students and parents are increasingly discerning.
o1 3R 3fHITaS 319 Tgo T TS ggerefier g v g

e They examine publicly available information on faculty credentials, curriculum
design, industry relevance, and student support systems.

d WISt ioreh T § ST FATAHRT o1H o RA&THT Y a7, TreTshe H TRET, 36397 §
TR 3R ST FEradr yonferal Y SrT w1 E

o Flashy campaigns without academic depth or meaningful student engagement will
not build lasting trust.

IFSF YaR I e1fOrF g 71 o1 FeHar & R §, O 3 dwifae fearw @t
AT Al |
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Another key problem lies in students’ perception and the reality of campus life.
Teh 3R IS AEAT ¢ Bl 4Rom 3R 9w stast i aeafasar & & 3w

Early observations suggest that most of these branch campuses operate out of vertical
buildings, often renting space.

QEITC HTcTehail & Tl Tetcll & fob 3 7ferepier Am@r aRET Feater 3ARG! 7 Farfad g
¥ 3 31 RARTT OX T A

While such structures may offer operational efficiency, they often lack the vibrancy,
openness, and spatial identity characteristic of traditional Indian universities.

freafaearerat &1 shaaar, gerder 3k vurfas vgame @ afod g gl
If foreign universities wish to be perceived as full-fledged institutions, they must invest
in essential “soft” infrastructure as well.

I el Rreafezrer quf e Tvumel & 9 3 8 S argd €, oY 3 Ferg
"Hie" giAardl e 7t foraer e gram|

Need for local relevance

TUTANT ITHARAT Y 3T HdT

From the Indian perspective, selecting the right partner is important.

HRAT gfScehlo A, 3T ATASR FT T Hecaof 8|

Universities from the Global North are typically interested in branch campuses for
several reasons.

dRa® 3T & TGeafacaray arar IRERT # #§ FRUT & 3R @A £
Host countries or institutions may offer major incentives in terms of facilities or
funds.

AT 2 AT WEATT GIALHT AT 4oy & T 7 Y@ FeHTG TeleT X Tehd &
In many cases, the primary motivation is to earn money, as illustrated by several
branches in Dubai.

s HIFC H, FET 3582 U HTAT FIAT 81T &, ST o garg hr w8 @3t & Tose giar
J

Some wish to establish a presence in a country to recruit students to the home
campus.

T HEUTST Fohdll 2T 3 3191 SUREUTCY STl WTgel & dlich ael & 3rda) 'le], TRET & faw
BT 7l T T |

Without major incentives, top global universities will seldom be attracted.

Y@ WcaTgal & e, i dRaw Reafagarera are & 3meia gl

India will need to carefully evaluate whether a particular branch proposal is suitable
for local needs, and whether it is from a foreign institution that is attractive.
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IRl ¢ AT o761, 3N a7 g fondly s el §vuer @ ST 8|
o The establishment of foreign university branch campuses in India marks a
significant milestone in the higher education landscape.

Rt 7 fagelt Rreafaqarert i emanait At wurae == Ram aRges & ve Agcayet der
FT I &

o However, if these ventures are rushed or poorly managed, they risk becoming
cautionary tales — short-lived initiatives that erode trust, dilute brand value, and
stall the broader momentum toward meaningful internationalisation.

gTelifeh, T I T STecars & AT @I &7 ¥ FATferd fFT ST &, df T Ad1a«T o arer
3ETEVT I el § — HETFHITF Tgal i [ARITH FI FAAR FT Thell §, A5 7o F FA
FT Foho! § 3R ATeF AT EIEHIor Y A FY AF T
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The legality of Israeli actions under international law

hile many nations may demur from

taking a clear position on the legality

of Israel’s unparalleled military strikes
against Iran for a multitude of reasons, an
inescapable question confronting the global
community is whether these strikes are legal
under international law. It is axiomatic to state
that Article 2(4) of the UN Charter prohibits the
use of force in international relations, allowing
narrow exceptions such as self-defence under
Article 51, which permits a state to use force “if an
armed attack occurs”, adhering to necessity and
proportionality. According to international lawyer
Marko Milanavic, the legality of a country’s use of
force hinges on the legal conception of
self-defence. If self-defence is limited to repelling
armed attacks, Israel’s current use of force is
illegal, as there was no armed attack from Iran or
non-state actors whose actions were attributable
to Iran. Consequently, as per this interpretation,
Israel’s use of force is illegal and would amount to
aggression, which is a war crime under
international law.

Pre-emptive self-defence
‘What about the contention that Israel’s military
actions against Israel can be justified under
pre-emptive self-defence, i.e., the right of the
states to use force against an ‘armed attack’ that
is yet to occur? The argument is that Iran is close
to acquiring the capability to develop nuclear
weapons, and once it receives the said capability,
it will destroy Israel, as its leaders have vowed.
Indeed, Israel justifies its war against Iran by
claiming that its actions are pre-emptive
self-defence against Iran’s nuclear programme.
Pre-emptive self-defence in international law is
contentious because arguing for the use of force
against an anticipated armed attack contradicts
Article 51. On the other hand, international
lawyers such as Rosalyn Higgins argue that

(!
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at the Jindal Global
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Grave violations
by regimes must
be called out as
international
law still remains
the primary
framework for
determining the
legitimacy of
state conduct

requiring a state to wait for an armed attack to
occur before it can defend itself would be
impractical.

Notwithstanding the disputable nature of
pre-emptive self-defence, for the sake of
argument, let us assume that such a right exists.
The question, then, is how to define it, keeping in
mind that an overtly broad articulation of such a
right would violate not only the letter but also the
spirit of the UN Charter. Arguably, a country has a
right to pre-emptive self-defence if an armed
attack has not occurred but is imminent. A better
phrase for this is anticipatory self-defence.
Support for this proposition is often drawn from
the famous Caroline incident of 1837. This
incident involved a pre-emptive strike by British
forces in Canada against the American ship,
Caroline. This ship was used by Americans who
empathised with the rebels fighting British rule in
Canada to ferry arms to the rebels. Over the
years, this incident led to the emergence of what
is known as the Caroline doctrine for the use of
force. As in this doctrine, a state claiming
pre-emptive self-defence would have to show that
the necessity of self-defence was “instant”,
“overwhelming”, “leaving no choice of means,
and no moment of deliberation”, Further, the
force used should be proportionate. In simpler
terms, a valid use of force as part of pre-emptive
(or anticipatory) self-defence would require an
armed attack that is imminent.

Meaning of imminence

However, there is no consensus on the meaning
of ‘imminent’. As Milanovic argues, the first
meaning of ‘imminent’ is a restrictive one that
has a temporal dimension. In other words, an
‘imminent’ attack means one that is temporally
proximate, i.e., about to happen. The second
meaning is expansive, where an attack may occur
at some point in the future. Allowing a state to

use pre-emptive self-defence, relying on the
expansive meaning of imminent, would imply
giving a licence to powerful states to act
unilaterally merely based on conjecture. It would
be an open invitation to armed aggression, which
would surely defeat the very objective of
forbidding the use of force under the UN Charter.
Moreover, this broad meaning would also not be
consistent with the Caroline doctrine, which
amply limits the use of pre-emptive self-defence
through qualifiers such as ‘instant’,
‘overwhelming’, and ‘leaving no room for
deliberation’. In short, there is abundant support
for a narrower interpretation of ‘imminent’.

Applying this legal understanding to Israel’s
use of force, it is clear that for Israel to make a
credible case for pre-emptive self-defence, it must
demonstrate that an attack from Iran was
imminent, meaning an attack was about to occur.
The argument that Israel acted in pre-emptive
self-defence because Iran is closer to acquiring
nuclear weapons, which could pose an existential
threat to Israel, relies on a broader interpretation
of “imminent”, which is not supported by
international law.

It is the primary framework

Cynics might argue that this debate is futile in a
world where there is scant respect for
international law. After all, international law has
failed abjectly to stop wars despite the adoption
of the UN Charter eight decades ago. However,
international law remains the primary framework
for determining the legitimacy of state conduct. It
is the only means by which state power can be
held accountable internationally. Thus, it is
essential to invoke and marshal international law
in the teeth of its gravest violations by regimes
that believe they can act with impunity.

The views expressed are personal

The legality of Israeli actions under international law

HATSET T & ded SISl FINATS hl e

Grave violations by regimes must be called out as international law still remains

the primary framework for determining the legitimacy of state conduct.

ATHT GaRT fahw 10 1R Ieerasl i 3APR fFAT ST IRT Faifer AT FIegsT 3ra

aﬁma:mwaﬁrﬁﬂmﬁﬂmam*mgwmmgm%l

e While many nations may demur from taking a clear position on the legality of Israel’s
military strikes against Iran, the inescapable question is whether these strikes are

legal under international law.

gTeTiToh s 2T &6 UX SoNIS & AT gae Y JaT ] TISC TG NI & 99 Toho! §,
Aferet 1A ueeT I8 8 T A gl HaASET FIefet & dga a8 AT AT |

o Article 2(4) of the UN Charter prohibits the use of force in international relations,
allowing narrow exceptions such as self-defence under Article 51.

TYFA TSE AT & HeJeoq 2(4) H HAWSET FaeT & ae TN 7 e fomar g,
forast Fraet 3reTede 51 & dgd 3RS S HfAT T TS ¥
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Article 51 permits a state to use force “if an armed attack occurs”, adhering to
necessity and proportionality.

3eTehe 51 Ueh U bl Tol YT T AT &l § ST "HAFA AT glar g, 3R Tg
sifrariaT T sregarfaeraT & faeerat T aree Fdr g

According to Marko Milanovic, the legality of a country’s use of force hinges on the
legal conception of self-defence.

AT e & 31TAR, Tl =1 GERT el TG S AETAT HATCHIET HY FfeT FTUROMT
T AR Rl B

If self-defence is limited to repelling armed attacks, Israel’s current use of force is illegal,
as there was no armed attack from Iran or from non-state actors attributable to Iran.

Ife AR haol TUFH gHell F et ek WNTAT &, AT STRIST T TAHTT Sof FAT AT
&, Fieh 30T 1 §-ATET AU a1 3N A I TR gHaT 78 g

Consequently, as per this interpretation, Israel’s use of force is illegal and would amount
to aggression, which is a war crime under international law.

SH SATEAT & IHTAR, SoRTSCT I Sl TANeT I § 3R Tg HTHIAHAT hT 0T F 31T 8, S
FHATSE FTefel F Ao G HIAY & |

Pre-emptive self-defence

tg@ialﬁ’rsnmm

What about the contention that Israel’s military actions can be justified under pre-
emptive self-defence, i.e., the right to use force against an ‘armed attack’ that is yet to
occur?

T SIS Ho TS T AT HICHTET & dad 3Td SeIAT ST Hehel &, ATeAT
M@'mmmﬁmwmmwmﬁmﬂ?ﬂaﬁb

The argument is that Iran is close to acquiring nuclear weapons, and once it receives
this capability, it will destroy Israel, as its leaders have vowed.

% 5 ¢ o $00eT TRA] AR ured F & #8098, 3R v IR 579 98 39 &7HAT 1 ued
Y ST, Tl T8 39T AT T AT & IR SIS FHI IS FT 33

Israel justifies its war against Iran by claiming that its actions are pre-emptive self-
defence against Iran’s nuclear programme.

OISl 3(9eT Y Y T F TIHAT] Frdshal & et TeaTd) HTcaAET Sard gu 3Fd

ST &

Pre-emptive self-defence in international law is contentious, as it contradicts Article
51 which requires an armed attack to occur first.

HAWTSET FlefeT A AT HIAET Uoh fAaereye Hegl &, #ifsh Ig eJeda 51 F1
Sodtd AT ¢ ol Tgol WAFT gHa & gfed gt I o IW@ar g

On the other hand, international lawyers like Rosalyn Higgins argue that waiting for an
armed attack to occur before defending is impractical.
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oad 31, Yaforet RFT S 3aRrsdg gehier dh ¢ & T Y gorer & 81 @ SR
FIAT ITAgTRE gl o |

Even if pre-emptive self-defence is assumed to exist, the definition must be narrow,
or else it would violate the spirit of the UN Charter.

AT of fob qeeamdY 3Teavat 1 JfAFR Hisig &, ar 8 3uehr aRemT @iffra gieh =g e,

3T Yg HYFA ASE ATET Y HTGAT FHT Seo el |
A more accurate term is anticipatory self-defence, where an armed attack is
imminent but not yet occurred.

Teh 37Tk FEreh 2Teq; § TaATTHTATCHS ITCHTETT, ST6T WA g ITHeeT gl g, I 3760
afed LT g3 gl

Support for this idea comes from the Caroline incident of 1837, where British forces
struck an American ship aiding rebels in Canada.

=g TR &1 JASA 1837 HY FAATS " ¥ Aear g, 5T fafeer s o fam=r &
et Y Aee wT W@ HANEY FTETer I g/ o |

The Caroline doctrine says necessity of self-defence must be “instant”,
“overwhelming”, and leave no choice of means, and no moment of deliberation”.

FOeTseT RAGHTT & TR ATCHTET Y HERITFAT "dehre”, "JIaa” gt TR, IS
Rew 1 AR #1397 7¢t agar aigv|

Further, the force used must be proportionate.

38 AR, TgFd ol IuIfcis glT AR |

In simple terms, valid pre-emptive (or anticipatory) self-defence requires that an
armed attack is imminent.

T scl A, d qdeardt (AT GagATATcH ) ATHTET & T Ig A § & g gare
FHT AT &1 |

Meaning of imminence
‘AT HT 3T

However, there is no consensus on the meaning of ‘imminent’.

gTeTiTeh, ‘3THeeT eTsc, & 37T W FIS FIGFATA AET &1

As Milanovic argues, the first meaning of ‘imminent’ is a restrictive one that has a
temporal dimension.

ST i fAeamefas ok ¢a &, 3TesT &1 gar 3 AT &, fo9d THIATcHAS 3TH giar
gl

In other words, an ‘imminent’ attack means one that is temporally proximate, i.e.,
about to happen.

@ Arsal H, ‘3wt gHT THT 81T & Sl HAT F gIeehIoT & fasve gl, 34T seg & gt
are 8|
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¢ The second meaning is expansive, where an attack may occur at some point in the
future.

g 31 e €, forae garen sifasar & et war @ GhctT &1
e Allowing a state to use pre-emptive self-defence relying on the expansive meaning of

imminent would imply giving a licence to powerful states to act unilaterally merely
based on conjecture.

qaeaTdt ATARETT o fIT 3T & faeqer 3 ox 3meney et g2ver v 3regafa &,
erfFererTel) el T Fael AT F ITUR T THATHT FIATS FIA FT ATSHH ool STAT BT

e |t would be an open invitation to armed aggression, which would defeat the
objective of forbidding the use of force under the UN Charter.

Ig WUAEA ITHIAFAT ! GaT fAFT0T 1o, ST WYFT TS AT F gl el TAIT 9 wfcrarer
& 3887 &I fAwe X ¢am|

e Moreover, this broad meaning would also not be consistent with the Caroline
doctrine, which limits the use of pre-emptive self-defence through qualifiers such as
‘instant’, ‘overwhelming’, and ‘no room for deliberation’.

$H eI, Ig AT 3 Iermger Rqnia & o7 aregaer w181 g1om, S “dewvrer’, ‘gaer, 3R
‘frar #1 H1$ 3rqE A S Al & ATCTA ¥ qEeATd ITeATET F ITAT F AfAT AL
gl

e In short, there is abundant support for a narrower interpretation of ‘imminent’.
HET H, oot & Fehor 3¢ & FoIw yee woder Ale 8
e Applying this legal understanding to Israel’s use of force, it is clear that to make a

credible case for pre-emptive self-defence, Israel must show that an attack from Iran
was imminent.

SH FIefsl! SATET hl SIS & Tl TANT T ] el I Ig TISC ¢ T Teeamd) HTeAET
T 3¢ AT T > [T STRIS ! Tg WIS B191 TF S T §HIT HTHeT AT|
¢ Thatis, an attack was about to occur.

ITeAT §H T 97 gl o) arelT AT/
e The argument that Israel acted in pre-emptive self-defence because Iran is closer to

acquiring nuclear weapons relies on a broader interpretation of “imminent”, which is
not supported by international law.

IE I o SIS of [T HTCHTET H FHIATS 1 Fdifeh ST TCATY] gl & FAa 8,
e ‘A’ & A9 7Y W MR §, T HaUSET et T WAL uIeed 181 8

It is the primary framework

I8 TIfAF ST g

e Cynics might argue that this debate is futile in a world where there is scant respect for
international law.
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3Tl e ¢ ehdl § o 98 5 o & ST gfe¥an  Iarsdiy 1efet & 9fd §F AT a5t
FAG

o After all, international law has failed to stop wars despite the UN Charter’s adoption
eight decades ago.

INFERER, YT TSE AT Y AT TS F0F &1 T &, R oY Sreardrar et et
&I Ut & B TET &

o However, international law remains the primary framework for determining the
legitimacy of state conduct.

glelifeh, ARSI Flefet H 8ft T F sqaeR 1 derar fra iR w1 1 yrufare gEr aan
RE

o ltis the only means by which state power can be held accountable internationally.
UE THATT AT ¢ Tordeh ATCTH I T $T AP Y HAWRTSET Fo W STATaEE eI ST
T gl

e Thus, it is essential to invoke and marshal international law in the face of its gravest
violations by regimes that believe they can act with impunity.

SHfIIT Ig 3TaRT ¢ foh X ATHT gaRT T 51T 1§ IR Ieeraal & draog off Farsdr
FI( $1 AT 3R TFg B sme, St 78 A § R F iy wa w1 X wwd
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Why are oil prices rising amid Iran-Israel war?

How much has benchmark Brent crude futures risen? How important is the Strait of Hormus and why is its closure a threat to trade stability? How is India

GS

PLAINER

Saptaparno Ghosh

The story so far:

scalating tensions between Iran
and Israel sent oil prices
spiralling upwards with fears

mounting about a potential
disruption in oil supplies globally. The
benchmark Brent crude futures had
soared about 9% on June 13 to $75.65 for a
barrel after it hit an intraday high of
$78.50/barrel - a near five-month high.
‘The paradigm however eased on June 16
when news reports suggested that Tehran
has asked Qatar, Saudi Arabia and Oman
to urge U.S. President Donald Trump to
press Israel to agree for a ceasefire. At the
time of writing (8 p.m. on June 17), Brent
crude futures were about 2.4% higher
from Monday at $74.98/barrel.

‘Why are prices rising?
Iran has repeatedly threatened to close
down the Strait of Hormuz. It is the
chokepoint that connects the Persian Gulf
with the Gulf of Oman and Arabian Sea.
For perspective, chokepoints are narrow
channels along widely used global sea
routes that are utilised for transporting oil
through sea. The closure of a chokepoint,
even if for a temporary period, can
translate to potential delays in supply,
reduction in traffic and rise in shipping
and insurance costs — all of which
culminates into an increased price for
energy fuel. Though alternatives exist for
some chokepoints, they could entail
significant increase in transit times. In
fact, from the larger perspective of trade,
Pankaj Chadha, Chairman of the
Engineering Exports Promotion Council
of India explained to The Hindu last week
that the escalation of the conflict in West
Asia would bar access to the Suez Canal
and the Red Sea. “(This) will have a huge
cost and time escalation for Indian
exports by ship,” Mr. Chadda held.

U.S.” Energy Information
Administration (EIA) in an analysis said

that the Strait was “deep and wide
enough” to handle the world’s largest
crude oil tankers. It further observed that
the Strait facilitated transportation of an
average of 20 million barrels each day
(mby/d) in 2024. This is equit to

positioned to handle an increase in oil prices? Has it been able to diversify its import basket for oil?

ISTOCKPHOTO

Can the world manage uncertainty?
IEA indicated in its June outlook report
that oil markets in 2025 “look well
supplied” in the absence of a major
disruption. This is premised around

ions of supply being able to

approximately one-fifth of the global
petroleum liquids consumption.
Additionally, the International Energy
Association (IEA) attributed the Strait to
have served as an exit route from the Gulf
for approximately one-fourth of the global
oil supply including from major
oil-producing nations such as Saudi
Arabia and United Arab Emirates
alongside Kuwait, Qatar, Iraq and Iran
itself.

According to EIA’s estimates, 84% of
the crude oil and cond id

surpass demand. IEA forecasts world oil
demand to increase by 720 thousand
barrels a day (kb/d) this year whilst supply
is projected to rise 1.8 mb/d to 104.9
mby/d. Additionally, it observed from
preliminary data that global observed oil
inventories have risen by 1 mb/d on an
average since February, and 93 million
barrels in May alone. However, it
cautioned, “while the market looks
comfortably supplied now, the recent
events sharply highlight the significant
itical risk to oil supply security.”

83% of liquified natural gas were
transported via the Strait headed to Asian
countries in 2024.

Furthermore, JM Financial observed in
their recent sectoral report that there
could be a “huge upside risk” if Iran

disrupts the supply from the Strait of
Hormuz. However, it holds the scenario as
“extremely unlikely” for “U.S. and
Western countries are likely to take strong
measures against any such disruptions
given the huge risk it can pose to global
oil and gas prices and, hence, inflation.”

Imperative to note though that Iran’s
own production capacity may not have a
significant bearing in the paradigm. This
is owing to U.S. sanctions on import of
Iranian crude oil. Tehran’s major export
destination is China. Refineries in the
Asian country have particularly benefited
from discounted fuel from the West Asian
counterpart.

What about India?
Aditi Nayar, Chief Economist at ratings
agency ICRA, observed that while crude
oil prices have risen quite sharply over
the past few days, it has been from
“rather benign levels”. She holds that
should the price persist at the current
levels, it may not lead to a “material
revision” in ICRA's GDP forecast of 6.2%
for the fiscal. “However, a sustained
increase from the current levels would
weigh on India Inc’s profitability and the
extended uncertainty may further delay
private capex expenditure,” Ms. Nayar
told The Hindu. She summarised this
could translate to a downward revision in
ICRA’s GDP growth projections for the
second half of the fiscal. On the aspect of
supply, Union Petroleum Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri affirmed that India
having diversified its import basket is
comfortably placed to meet its fuel supply
needs. The primary concern with respect
to India could be about how things shape
up at the Strait of Hormuz. India does not
import petroleum crude from Tehran.
However, Amit Kumar, Partner and
Energy and Renewable Industry Leader at
Grant Thorton Bharat had told The Hindu
last week, “India imports more than 80%
of its crude oil needs. Hence, even if
direct imports from Iran are minimal,
global price spikes due to conflict will
raise crude oil import costs.”

With inputs from TCA Sharad Raghavan

Oil Price Surge Amid Iran-Israel Conflict

ST-3oRTsd HuY & I der i Freral 7 ggf

Escalating tensions between Iran and Israel sent oil prices spiralling upwards
with fears mounting about a potential disruption in oil supplies globally.

§00T 3R FoRIsE & i 9o aa1a o dRaF d arqfet 7 WA saauTe F s H
FROT A Y AT A S JEf& FT

THE GIST

v

The benchmark Brent crude
futures had soared about 9%
on June 13to $75.65 fora
barrel after it hit an intraday
high of $78.50/barrel.

v

Aditi Nayar, Chief Economiist at
ratings agency ICRA, observed
that while crude oil prices have
fisen quite sharply over the
past few days, it has been from
“rather benign levels”.

v

Iran has repeatedly threatened
to close down the Strait of
Hormuz. It is the chokepoint
that connects the Persian Gulf
with the Gulf of Oman and
Arabian Sea. The closure of a
chokepoint, even if for a
temporary period, can
translate to potential delays in
supply, reduction in traffic and
rise in shipping and insurance
costs — all of which culminates.
into an increased price for
energy fuel.

e The benchmark Brent crude futures had soared about 9% on June 13 to
$75.65/barrel after it hit an intraday high of $78.50/barrel — a near five-month high.

o€ J8 T o 13 T I AT 9% T J& & & T $75.65 Ffer Re¥ b 9ga 14T, S

$78.50 9 el & T 7 & FTAAH FaL FI G I AT

e The paradigm however eased on June 16 when news reports suggested that Tehran
has asked Qatar, Saudi Arabia and Oman to urge U.S. President Donald Trump to
press Israel to agree for a ceasefire.
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& 3 fohar & o o AR Iseufa sieres €U & soRse W YA & T gard srel|
At the time of writing (8 p.m. on June 17), Brent crude futures were about 2.4%
higher from Monday at $74.98/barrel.

17 ST ATH 8 Tt Teh oIc F3 aTIGT hT 1Al $74.98 WY 3T @1, ST QAT A ofarsyar
2.4% 3T ot

Why are prices rising?

e F41 9g Wra?

Iran has repeatedly threatened to close down the Strait of Hormuz. It is the
chokepoint that connects the Persian Gulf with the Gulf of Oman and Arabian Sea.

§T o S TR IS TASHTHET FY 4G FIA Y UHPT &I §| TG TRH T WIS 1 HATT HY
@TEY 31 3R GER O SIS aTelr WAfas TIsATHET 2

Chokepoints are narrow channels along widely used global sea routes that are
utilised for transporting oil through sea.

i 3 HeO T AT A ¥ S AR er TRageT 35 T e R o |

Closure of a chokepoint, even temporarily, causes delays in supply, traffic reduction,
and rise in shipping and insurance costs, leading to increased energy prices.

AehTse T IHEARN & § 8 5 giaar amyfet ¥ 8, Framara 7 F=A, 3R i 7 fiar
AT # e[ T HROT Sl &, foTad FaT Hrerat # gefer gl g |

Though alternatives exist for some chokepoints, they could entail significant increase
in transit times.

Fo Alehdige & [T fdehed 3uersts §, Afthel & aRager aar & oy ggftr o Tevd &1

From trade’s perspective, escalation in West Asia may bar access to Suez Canal and
Red Sea, causing huge cost and time escalation for Indian exports by ship.

qfRad TR # T19 Tea ¥ T A8 3R ATel PR & 3TN 1T g1 Tl &, Torad
AT ol fTe o T e 3R aa g & st gefer g Tohch B

Importance of the Strait of Hormuz
IS STISHTHEY FT Agcd

U.S. Energy Information Administration (EIA) noted that the Strait is deep and wide
enough to handle world’s largest crude oil tankers.

ARG FSIT G FATHA (EIA) 2 TART foh Tg STISHTHEY gfadm & Fa @ 93 Fed aa
T gERITST F & forw gafeq argr sl alsr &

The Strait facilitated transportation of an average of 20 million barrels/day (mb/d) in
2024, equal to one-fifth of global petroleum liquids consumption.
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ARaw Yeiforgs wua 1 giaar e g

The International Energy Agency (IEA) said the Strait served as an exit route for about
one-fourth of global oil supply, including from Saudi Arabia, UAE, Kuwait, Qatar,
Iraq, and Iran.

FAWTSET FaAT TolH (IEA) & 38R, Tg STelsAwATY dfaw der 3mqfef & wremsrer va-
g 1 fAeTas AT R, foes a3 3R, U8, Fad, Fa, §0h, IR e MiAe &

According to EIA, 84% of crude oil and condensate and 83% of liquified natural gas
were transported via the Strait to Asian countries in 2024.

EIA & 378, 2024 7 84% FodT ad d H3+AC 3R 83% aeligd U fas 349 38
STASHGHET o ATETH H TIAATS 20T Ff FST I3

Can the World Manage Uncertainty?
F1 gfa HfAReaar 1 W T Fhell 872

IEA indicated in its June outlook report that oil markets in 2025 “look well supplied”
in the absence of a major disruption.

IEA & 37951 ST HT3eeed RIS 7 Hehet e fo afe Y$ 37 sqraeret 1@l g o 2025 7
A FISIRY Y 3mqfet 3= fow @ g

This is premised around expectations of supply being able to surpass demand.

Ig ITAT 38 3MUR I ¢ o 3mfet a1ier & arftrs g @l 1

IEA forecasts world oil demand to increase by 720 thousand barrels/day (kb/d) this
year whilst supply is projected to rise 1.8 mb/d to 104.9 mb/d.

IEA & 3(THR, 38 a¥ faed &t AT 7 720 goR 8t gfafest (kb/d) ¥ gefar giofh srafn
3mqfet # 1.8 mb/d T TG BT T 104.9 mb/d g ST

It observed from preliminary data that global observed oil inventories have risen by 1
mb/d on average since February, and 93 million barrels in May alone.

RT3 3iiehgl & Tg FTam 1T o HRad A e e e $i5R A 1 mb/d F e S &
3R Faer 7§ # 93 M hw FHr oAl g5 2

However, it cautioned, “while the market looks comfortably supplied now, the recent
events sharply highlight the significant geopolitical risk to oil supply security.”

grelifeh, SHHA AdTaeit &1 15 o "gTetifeh fhergTel SToTR H g MYl §, oifehet el hr
FCATT el ATl FI&TT T oehT ST ${-ITSTel e SEH T IR HIcl 1"

JM Financial observed in their recent report that there could be a "huge upside risk" if
Iran disrupts supply from the Strait of Hormuz.

IM FTEARTS 7 3=l giferar RUIE & qarar & 3 §30eT glfsr srarsavered @ amqfet
I YT © A Uen "3 SR 8 Fehll &

However, it holds the scenario as "extremely unlikely" since the U.S. and Western
countries are expected to take strong measures to prevent such disruptions due to
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impact on global prices and inflation.
gTelifeh, 3 "d8G TN HIT I1AT § Fifeh FANHT 3T afvas er ¥t sremait & Aot &
fore &3 we# 301 T €, Fife a5 dRaw Fraal ik gerehifa o 371 3T T g

Iran’s own production capacity may not significantly affect the situation due to U.S.
sanctions on crude oil imports from Tehran.

$TT Y IcUTGe &THAT 59 AT W SITGT 378X 18T STeldll Fifeh IANFT o AT A Fed
dd F AT R 9fA«E oo g

China remains Tehran’s major export destination, benefiting from discounted fuel.

T G FT 9@ AT TTeT 11 37 &, S Fe aqTel $4eT I 1o 337 @7 ¢

What about India?
R Y ufa Far &2

Aditi Nayar, Chief Economist at ICRA, said crude oil prices have risen sharply in
recent days, but from “rather benign levels”.

ICRA # 7&x rdhemelt arfefer e & g1 3 g1er & Rl F w2 dr iy Aeret it & 9
¥, SiftheT Tg “FH TR T LEES T

If prices stay at current levels, it may not cause material revision in ICRA’s GDP
forecast of 6.2% for the fiscal.

I et Hiser Tl o T W@l 8, @ ICRA & 6.2% & SIS r7HATer 3 937 aeenna w161
gram |

However, a sustained increase in prices could weigh on India Inc’s profitability and
delay private capital expenditure (capex).

glefifeh, TS AT H TIMAR Jef& 8lcil & Al Tg HRAT FYTAAT Y ATHIGAT T T
X THAT & 3R sl gofere sawr (ddeFw) &1 e g B

This could lead to a downward revision in ICRA’s GDP growth projection for second
half of the fiscal.

5oy faeiir af Y g@dt 5AT & fow ICRA & S gefar arepamit F wele g aanchr B

Union Petroleum Minister Hardeep Singh Puri affirmed that India has diversified its
oil import basket, making it well-positioned to meet fuel needs.

Ferr diforasr w73 Xy Rig g & et o oRa & 3raer A 3T |t 7 Rfdvar o g,
SHd a5 $UeT ITaRIFATIHT Y A H WETH ¢ |

The primary concern for India is how things develop at the Strait of Hormuz.

HRE &1 e T § & gios Sasawaey 6 Pufy 3 Refa ad ¥

India does not import petroleum crude from Tehran, but imports over 80% of its
crude oil needs.
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$Y TITIIFAT AT AT ¢

e Therefore, even if direct imports from Iran are minimal, any global price spike due
to conflict will raise India’s crude oil import costs.

SHTOIT, $1el &1 ST | W 3mATa F A, ifehet Fard & FRor ARaw Hral 7 gefr ¥ R

& AT RTd H SR 81T |

What was decided at the UN

Oceans Conference?

Why is the Biodiversity Beyond National Jurisdiction agreement important for marine conservation?

«GS Paper Il: Internationa
{Conference
Iﬂf.'ﬂ:rz 3AROOIY T C

The story so far:
he United Nations Oceans
Conference (UNOC) concluded
last week in France, with 56 of
the necessary 60 countries
ratifying the Biodiversity Beyond National
Jurisdiction (BBN]) agreement, also called
the ‘High Seas Treaty.”

‘What is the UNOC about?

The third edition of the UNOC aimed to
accelerate action on protecting oceans. Its
main goal was to establish
marine-protected areas in international
waters and thereby prevent over-fishing
as well as deep-ocean mining. This deals
with parts of the oceans that are not
under the territorial limits of countries
and thus the equivalent of a global
commons. A separate convention, called
the Convention on Biological Diversity
has the world’s nations committing to

conserve 30% of the world’s marine and
coastal area as ‘protected areas’ by 2030.
A key objective of the UNOC is to deal
with operational aspects of this
aspiration, by getting countries to commit
to the BBNJ. While 160 countries have
signed it, ratification — or having
countries align their own laws with the
demands of the agreement — is a harder
task. The treaty requires 60 ratifications
to trigger a 120-day countdown before
becoming legally binding. UNOC saw
progress with 56 countries ratifying it.
The U.S. hasn’t ratified it as has India,
though the latter has said it is in the
“process” of doing so. Once in force, the
treaty will create marine protected areas
beyond national jurisdiction, conduct
environmental impact assessments,
regulate marine genetic resources, and
support capacity-building for developing
nations. The UN expects to reach 70
ratifications by September, with the
intention of hosting the first BBNJ

Conference of Parties (COP), like the
annual climate COPs, in late 2026.

What are the key hurdles to the BBNJ?
The most contentious aspect of the BBN]J
is the sharing of benefits from resources.
The high seas are known to have exotic
life-forms. While extracting these are
challenging, there still isn’t a firm
consensus for determining how any
commercial benefits from these life-forms
will be shared given that this is a territory
that doesn’t belong to any one entity.
Given that the purpose of the conference
is to preserve the ocean from wanton
extraction, several environmental groups
have pointed out that without a ban on
extraction, the oceans are doomed.

What were UNOC’s achievements?
The key takeaway is a host of voluntary
commitments. The European
Commission announced an investment of
1 billion euros to support ocean

United Nations Oceans Conference (UNOC)
YT TS ATTHIR FFAeT (UNOC)

conservation, science and sustainable
fishing. French Polynesia pledged to
create the world’s largest marine
protected area to safeguard its seas,
covering its entire exclusive economic
zone, approximately five million square
kilometres. New Zealand committed over
$52 million towards supporting enhanced
ocean governance, management and
science in the Pacific Islands region.
Germany launched a 100 million euro
immediate action programme for the
recovery and clearance of legacy
munitions in the German Baltic and North
Seas — the first of its kind. Thirty-seven
countries, led by Panama and Canada,
launched the High Ambition Coalition for
a Quiet Ocean — a first of its kind initiative
to tackle ocean noise pollution on a global
scale. Italy committed 6.5 million euros to
strengthen surveillance by the Coast
Guard in marine protected areas and oil
platforms. Canada contributed $9 million
dollars to the Ocean Risk and Resilience
Action Alliance to help Small Island
Developing States and coastal developing
countries increase their resilience to the
impacts of climate change through
nature-based solutions. Spain committed
to creating five new marine protected
areas that would allow protection of 25%
of its marine territory. A collective of UN
agencies launched a co-design process for
One Ocean Finance — an effort to unlock
billions from ocean-dependent industries
and blue economy sectors.

The United Nations Oceans Conference (UNOC) concluded last week in France,
with 56 of the necessary 60 countries ratifying the Biodiversity Beyond National
Jurisdiction (BBNJ) agreement, also called the ‘High Seas Treaty’.

HYFT TS AFNR FFAS (UNOC) ot TeelTe e # Wowwt g3, Forwsd 60 # & 56
&Rt & T HfFR &7 & X St fafaerar (BBNJ) gasila i srgafea fman, o a8
et a@ftr sft Fgr STar 1

What is the UNOC about?
UNOC T 3827 FIT 87
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e The third edition of the UNOC aimed to accelerate action on protecting oceans.
UNOC T AlIeRT HERIUT AGTHTIRT T YI&TT T FIATS HY T Fa o TolT 7|

¢ Its main goal was to establish marine-protected areas in international waters and
thereby prevent over-fishing as well as deep-ocean mining.

SHHT HEY 36T HAWTSEIT STeratal 3 Hopet TXfarer &7 TR a1 3R 58 TR
HATAF AT THsat 3R MY WG A WeleT b Vel AT|

o This deals with parts of the oceans that are not under the territorial limits of countries
and thus the equivalent of a global commons.

g AGIIRT & 3 feeal & i § i fht er i damat & 781 3 33k safov dRasw
IR & T H A ST & |
o A separate convention, called the Convention on Biological Diversity, has the world’s

nations committing to conserve 30% of the world’s marine and coastal area as
‘protected areas’ by 2030.

Teh 37c19T FHSIAT, T8 St Fafarerar 9X Feaelet g1 ST &, g o aRif &1 2030 aF
T AR TET & FT 30% Rewwr wftvT 8 & &9 & T F@ & ToIw gfceey Far g

o A key objective of the UNOC is to deal with operational aspects of this aspiration, by
getting countries to commit to the BBNJ.

UNOC T Ueh HET 3642 3 THIET & FTeadel Gge[3T ! HalftieT o¥eT 5, forerer o
BBNJ & forw gfaeeer gi|

« While 160 countries have signed it, ratification — or having countries align their own
laws with the demands of the agreement — is a harder task.

glefifeh 160 2T F $& 9T gEaATaR fT &, olfehet 3regAteet — Irell ST T 379 lefeil i
FHSA T HTALIRATIHT & TR AT — Ueh HideT FA ¢ |

e The treaty requires 60 ratifications to trigger a 120-day countdown before becoming
legally binding.
$U T I Flefell TT F IAEAFHY ot T Tgel 120 fat At 3a frarch g% F3ar & faw 60
HeTAYEAT T HTARIHAT grelt &

e UNOC saw progress with 56 countries ratifying it.
UNOC # 56 21t ¥ & 3regalferer foham, St oeTict &7 Hehl &

o The U.S. hasn’t ratified it as has India, though the latter has said it is in the “process”
of doing so.

IARFT 3R AR 7 38 3780 I A 71T 3R ©, ETetifeh IR A hgT & fh ag 30
"m ﬁ-u %—I
e Once in force, the treaty will create marine protected areas beyond national

jurisdiction, conduct environmental impact assessments, regulate marine genetic
resources, and support capacity-building for developing nations.

THTEY B1t & d1G, TE WY TS HFAFR &3 @ 18T FHA! T & aareeh, gafawoia
WHTT Hedidhe N, WHA AJa i Farerat o f@af3d wel, 3k fawmrder i & fow
&THAIGY & A Il
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The UN expects to reach 70 ratifications by September, with the intention of hosting
the first BBNJ Conference of Parties (COP), like the annual climate COPs, in late
2026.

YFA TS 1 37A1G ¢ o Rdat a& 70 aregatest Ao Srea, 3K @ 2026 ¥ 3 7 wgem
BBNJ 9T §FAT (COP) AT T °lgll 8, S foh ari¥ieh STefarg COP gl ¢

What are the key hurdles to the BBNJ?
BBNJ & TH@ 3aIer 37 52

The most contentious aspect of the BBNJ is the sharing of benefits from resources.
BBNJ &7 T [AdTerRede Uge] HATEET § W13 HISAT FI11 o |

The high seas are known to have exotic life-forms.

1S AT & Rreretor shae-w9 a1 S &

While extracting these is challenging, there still isn’t a firm consensus for determining

how any commercial benefits from these life-forms will be shared, given that this is a
territory that doesn’t belong to any one entity.

ST SiiaeT T T fAShyUT HidaT §, Afhed 319 doh 39 W FIS ST AT Ig] Sail & [
T fSas arer 9 drem B Sree, Fife I8 ) v o Fr aufr a8t 21

Given that the purpose of the conference is to preserve the ocean from wanton
extraction, several environmental groups have pointed out that without a ban on
extraction, the oceans are doomed.

Tk FEAT I 36T FHg I FfAART greet & WIAT 31 8, 3 qafawor wogel o Fgr
o afe et W UfAaer €T oemaT 9T, d AN §&e 3 I3 STea|

What were UNOC’s achievements?

UNOC & 3udfeerar & di?

The key takeaway is a host of voluntary commitments.

HEY 30y & 8 T oo gfaagean|

The European Commission announced an investment of 1 billion euros to support
ocean conservation, science and sustainable fishing.

TR 3T o 1 3R X &7 fAder Tet HT EvoT Fr, S qAg aTor, e ik wad
AS Sl UTelel H T g4I |

French Polynesia pledged to create the world’s largest marine protected area
covering its entire exclusive economic zone, approximately five million square
kilometres.

W Qi R o i T Ta® 937 WHA EXRT & a1 &7 arer o, St 38 g ey
T 8T Y FHaX LI, S TETHT 5 AT F97 fFaHieT 2

New Zealand committed over $52 million towards supporting enhanced ocean
governance, management and science in the Pacific Islands region.
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gaitels & $52 fAferer & 3rftrs iy ufdaeudr siars, St wera gda aeqg & 7 S
HETATR AT, Faerer 3R faaarer st qoreder am

¢ Germany launched a 100 million euro immediate action programme for the recovery
and clearance of legacy munitions in the German Baltic and North Seas — the first
of its kind.

e o S arfee 3k AT W 7 QR el et F g s gewifa & AT 100
faferaer I 1 TcwTer FE AT FIAHH & AT — ST 379l G 1 Ugell o |

e Thirty-seven countries, led by Panama and Canada, launched the High Ambition
Coalition for a Quiet Ocean — a first-of-its-kind initiative to tackle ocean noise
pollution on a global scale.

QATAT AR FATET & wAced A 37 ST o Teh AT HETHARR & T I JTHIET TS Y&
forar — 75 3RaF Fav W ATHRR cafer gequor @ fages it ggel 9B o |

o Italy committed 6.5 million euros to strengthen surveillance by the Coast Guard in
marine protected areas and oil platforms.

ST o WA WA A AR A CewET 7 Free IS A IR F AT a9 F v
6.5 fAferaer I &1 gfdegear sars |

e Canada contributed $9 million dollars to the Ocean Risk and Resilience Action
Alliance to help Small Island Developing States and coastal developing countries
increase their resilience to the impacts of climate change through nature-based
solutions.

F18T 7 $9 FATAIS ST &7 Marer= 3T R vz MSfouw vrere v & fear arfe
oI g Reraedter dor 3R adr Remaedier Ser wrpfas amar & aAreas 4 Saay
gRade & gHTaY & 9fa 39 =TT o1 I |

e Spain committed to creating five new marine protected areas that would allow
protection of 25% of its marine territory.

AT & UIT AT FHAT WAV &1 Teld T FTIAGHT STchrs, o ad a5 3de T &1 &7
25% feFaT a8 T Fahar|

e A collective of UN agencies launched a co-design process for One Ocean Finance —
an effort to unlock billions from ocean-dependent industries and blue economy
sectors.

YT USE TATAAT & FaLg o &t 3T G15ad & fow wg-fEamser wimar & H1 — S
HETATR-fA9T 3N 3R e FHIATHT 8331 @ 3T STt T HIHTTAT3T T Belet FHT TATH
gl
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Russia has a long-term aggression
plan agalnst EU, warns top diplomat

GS Paper 1I: International
Grou '
cprd%eu'l'rcss """"""

BRUSSELS

Russia poses a direct threat
to the European Union
through acts of sabotage
and cyberattacks, but its
massive military spending
suggests that President Vla-
dimir Putin also plans to
use his armed forces el-
sewhere in the future, the
EU’s top diplomat warned
on Wednesday.

“Russia is already a di-
rect threat to the European
Union,” EU foreign policy
chief Kaja Kallas said. She
listed a series of Russian
airspace violations, provo-
cative military exercises,
and attacks on energy
grids, pipelines and under-
sea cables.

Ms. Kallas noted that
Russia is already spending
more on defence than the
EU’s 27 nations combined,

Stark alert: EU foreign policy chief Kaja Kallas speaks at the
European Parliament in Strasbourg, France, on Wednesday. AFP

and this year will invest
more “on defence than its
own health care, educa-
tion and social policy
combined.”

“This is a long-term plan
for long-term aggression.
You don’t spend that much
on [the] military, if you do
not plan to use it,” Ms. Kal-
las told EU lawmakers in
Strasbourg, France.

“Europe is under attack
and our continent sits in a
world becoming more
dangerous,” she added.

Weapons production

NATO Secretary-General
Mark Rutte has said that
Russia is producing as
much weapons and ammu-
nition in three months as
the 32 allies together make

in a year. He believes that
Russia could be in a posi-
tion to launch an attack on
a NATO ally by the end of
the decade.

The acts of sabotage and
cyberattacks are mostly
aimed at undermining Eu-
ropean support for Uk-
raine, military officers and
experts have said. But con-
cern is mounting in Europe
that Russia could try to test
NATO’s Article 5 security
guarantee — the pledge
that an attack on any one
of the allies would be met
with a collective response
from all 32.

With the Trump admi-
nistration now turning its
sights on security challeng-
es in the Middle East and
China, Europe has been
left to fend for itself, and
for Ukraine, and finds itself
in a more precarious
position.

Russia’s Long-Term Aggression Plan Against EU

T AT TUIT TG & [Bars drewifos 3mwmas aster

Russia poses a direct threat to the European Union through acts of sabotage and
cyberattacks, but its massive military spending suggests that President Viadimir
Putin also plans to use his armed forces elsewhere in the future.

T IS 31T FgaT gl & ATeEH ¥ U ¥ F AT v diur @aw §, AT saar
farerrer d7a @ 77 Wha qar ¢ wegufa senfea gfaer srfaser & aroelt dam 1 3w
3 STergY W 31 FI&AT AR B

e “Russia is already a direct threat to the European Union,” said EU foreign policy chief
Kaja Kallas.
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el
e She listed a series of Russian airspace violations, provocative military exercises,
and attacks on energy grids, pipelines and undersea cables.

& 12 Farell 9X gAal HT T AWl TS|
e Ms. Kallas noted that Russia is spending more on defence than the EU’s 27 nations

combined, and this year will invest more on defence than on health care, education
and social policy combined.

AT helT =¥ e foh T T X § & 27 20T @ 310 @ ¥ TeT 8, 31K 30 Aref 9 @i
U EETELY S@HTe, fvetr iy wrnfors Aifa O off 31f8e Ager e

e “This is a long-term plan for long-term aggression. You don’t spend that much on the
military, if you do not plan to use it,” she told EU lawmakers in Strasbourg, France.

"I EYdIfae ATHHASAT & faT v deiifas AT &1 319 31T JT HT 3T 8T
AT TG Al ST T AL ," Iegled Wi & TR F S Tt I gl

e “Europe is under attack and our continent sits in a world becoming more dangerous,”
she added.

"I T EHAT 81 16T & 3R GHART AgTeda Uah 3R 3170 Werwelrah gferdr 7 o7 §," 3egie
ST

Weapons Production and NATO Concerns

IR fAsTor 3t NATO $ir R

e NATO Secretary-General Mark Rutte has said that Russia is producing as much
weapons and ammunition in three months as the 32 allies together make in a year.

NATO AT ATh ¢ o Fgl ¢ o T dieT AT H 3= IR 3 MeT-ag ST W &
fSa=T 32 Fgael 321 Aeet tF ¥ 7 g9 &

e He believes that Russia could be in a position to launch an attack on a NATO ally by
the end of the decade.

AR ATAAT & [oh G2UF & I do TF HUT NATO gAY 9T gHaT et T eafad # &r

eI
e The acts of sabotage and cyberattacks are mostly aimed at undermining European
support for Ukraine, military officers and experts have said.

ez TRt 3R fawat F gl & foh dAlgwis 3 FgeR g7 H&T &9 4 o & fAT
TUNT FAST Y FASR e & 36627 A fhv A1 38 £

e But concern is mounting in Europe that Russia could try to test NATO’s Article 5
security guarantee — the pledge that an attack on one ally would be met with a
collective response from all 32 allies.

et I 3 g R 95 W & 75 T NATO & He[dg 5 Y FI&T IREY 1 THETor et
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Europe’s Strategic Vulnerability

G Y TR F

With the Trump administration now focusing on security challenges in the Middle East
and China, Europe has been left to fend for itself, and for Ukraine, placing it in a more
precarious position.

€T SRITH 379 Aeq OF 3 et F Feam gatfaat o eare R ¢ @1 8, T g0 i ggher
ST g I &I & foIv oI fear s g, 3R e veh arftrsh aRpefara fufa & 3m s g

GS Paper I1I: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, IS)

1. Trade tariffs close borders but may open doors to
invasive alien species

SR Yo HIATHT HT d¢ FT Wehdl ¢ A fhet ITshrA el
yarfaal & fav eyars @ gahd &

2. Honda’s Surprise Reusable Rocket Test and Suborbital
Plans

gisT &7 3meTdaraTe ToT: 3YANT FY e ghator iR 39-
FHET Tt

3. Common Sources and Compounds of Bad Odours
o & WA Wi A I

4. Preferential treatment raises eyebrows
J&TITYUl ZHagR W 38 HaTel

5. Use of U.S. bunker-buster bombs looms large over
escalating Iran conflict

&I HUY & 96d da1d & oI 3ANE Tht-aFeT aH &
STAHT T TART
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Trade tariffs close borders but may
open doors to invasive alien species

Shifting trade agreements and new ties between previously unlinked nations may further the spread of novel invasive alien species; countries may
focus on relationships rather than stricter checks on imports from new trade alliances; some nations may lack infrastructure to support checks

GS Paper liI: Exiern
SR aper it Eovioon
M.'Nobinraja

Priya Ranganathan

round 1847, in colonial
Calcutta, an unexpected visitor
arrived, likely hidden in plant
crates or trade goods from East
Africa. The giant African snail
(Lissachatina fulica) entered India without
fanfare, admired at first for its size and
shell. But what seemed ornamental soon
revealed itself to be the country’s most
persistent invasive alien species.

‘Thriving in the region’s warm, humid
climate and free from natural predators,
the snail spread rapidly with human help,
from Bengal’s gardens to the farmlands of
the Western Ghats. By the mid-20th
century, crops and ornamental plants had
been ravaged, native snails displaced, and
soil ecosystems altered. Worse, the snail
had become a carrier for parasites like the
rat lungworm, threatening humans and
wildlife.

The giant African Snail is an example of
how slow-moving, unnoticed arrivals can
reshape ecosystems. Poor quarantine, a
lack of rigorous monitoring, and policy
failures allowed this mollusc to get far and
wide. A world of rising global trade and
subsequent species movement increase
the risk of similar invasions.

Trade and invasive alien species

The surge in global trade since the 1800s
has indirectly contributed to biological
invasions in both terrestrial and aquatic
ecosystems. The number of alien species
rose 20x by the early 19th century.
Bilateral trade agreements increased from
76 countries forming 5,700 trade pairs in
1948 to 186 countries forming over
34,000 pairs by the early 2000s. Now,
trade tariffs mooted by the Trump
administration in the U.S. are contributing
to changing, reviving or initiating new
trade deals between countries.

Invasive alien species are introduced
by increased human activity around the
globe. The introduction of these exotic
species can be deliberate or accidental.
For example, the introduction of cane
toads (Bufo marinus) in Australia,
Gambusia in India and Poecilia reticulata
in Japan are examples of deliberate
biocontrol initiatives gone wrong. On the
other hand, accidental introductions
often happen via the export and import of
biological goods, such as timber, plant
products, vegetables, fruits, and grains.

Biofouling is one such introduction
scenario. When ships travel between
countries without cargo, they are filled
with ballast water to help the ship stay
stable on the high seas. Biofouling — the
undesirable accumulation of plants,
animals, and algae on surfaces —
sometimes occurs during the filling and
flushing of ballast water, transporting
exotic species from one region to another.
The Asian paddle crab was introduced
from the Northwest Pacific and East Asian
waters to New Zealand, where it carries
the white-spot syndrome virus, in this
way.

When trade takes a turn

Shifting trade agreements and new ties
between previously unlinked nations may
further the spread of novel invasive alien
species between continents. Countries
may focus on forming relationships rather
than imposing stricter sanctions on
imports from new trade alliances. Some
nations may not have the infrastructure to

India has been a major exporter and importer of exotic species. Many are introduced in the ornamental pet trade, especially the aquarium trade, or for

biocontrol purposes, as in the case of mesquitofish, guppies (shown here), and angelfish. HOLGER KRISP (CC BY)

support checks on imported or exported
goods given the sudden rise in new trade
partners. In such scenarios, India too is at
risk of letting more invasive alien species
enter our borders.

India has been a major exporter and
importer of exotic species. Several species
are in different stages of establishment
and spread in the country, making it
difficult to track their entry and
expansion. Many are introduced in the
ornamental pet trade, especially the
aquarium trade, or for biocontrol
purposes as in the cases of mosquitofish
(Gambusia species), g‘uppm\ (Pomlm

Ifish (

The giant African
how unnoticed arriv:
ecosystems. Poor quarantine, a
lack of monitoring, and policy
failures allowed this mollusc to
get far and wide. Rising global
trade and subsequent species
movement increase the risk of
similar inv:

known invasive alien species in India;
such data remain unavailable,
und('rreporlcd or overlooked for the

reticulata), and
scalare). Some species are mlmduced
through the food industry, such as
Tilapia, which was brought to boost food
production but instead established itself
in Indian waterways, eventually
outcompeting native freshwater fish
species.

In another example from 1955, when
food was scarce in India, the government
imported wheat from the U.S. under their
PL 480 (‘Food for Peace’) programme.

But the wheat was of an inferior quality
and contaminated with Parthenium seeds,
and first entered the Pune market. Today,
Parthenium grass is widespread in India,
being found even in the remote corners of
the Andaman and Nicobar Islands.

A 2022 study found that India has lost
$127.3 billion (}830 crore) to invasive alien
species over the last 60 years, rendering
the country the second-most financially
affected by invasive alien species in the
world, after the U.S. But this data only
stems from the calculated costs of 10
invasive alien species from the 2,000+
alien species known in India.

Indeed, negative economic impacts
have been recorded for only about 3% of

Trade tariffs close borders

q tic and aquatic
invasive alien species pose a greater fiscal
burden than terrestrial species because
they often affect high-value sectors like
public health, water infrastructure, and
fisheries, where control and damage costs
are significantly higher. Indeed, the
highest monetary burden from
semi-aquatic species is solely from the
yellow fever mosquito, which is a
financial liability as well as detrimental to
public health.

One Biosecurity
To reduce the risk of importing invasive
alien species, India needs to strengthen
its national policy. Specifically, it means
enforcing stricter biosecurity at ports and
other entry points and developing
real-time species-tracking and
early-warning systems that can catch
invasion events before they get out of
control.

The country also needs greater
collaboration between government

shifting trade routes.

Finally, India must implement
mandatory post-trade biological impact
assessments, typically in quarantine
facilities managed by the respective
department, to ensure unwelcome guests
are not here to stay.

Implementing and strengthemng
policies to reduce the spread of invasiv
species is one step towards managing
their consequences on the native
biodiversity. In the light of the prevailing
international trade agreements, the risk of
these species’ introduction remains high
due to a lack of infrastructure, dedicated
institutions, and policies focused on
mitigating their spread. Freight transport
between growing economies is projected
to triple by 2050, especially maritime and
air cargo transport, increasing invasion
risk by reducing travel time and
improving the survivability of alien
species.

Today, we're still experiencing the
effects of alien species introduced several
decades ago.

Similarly the effects of alien species
introduced in 2025 will only surface
decades in future, when it may be too late
to reverse the tide. Strengthening India’s
border biosecurity must be a top priority
to avoid the worse consequences of
invasion. Like One Health, a ‘One
Biosecurity’ framework if implemented at
the earliest will better our chances of
managing invasive alien species.

(Nobinraja M. is a post-doctoral fellow at
ATREE working on invasive alien fishes.
Priya Ranganathan is a doctoral student at
the Ashoka Trust for Research in Ecology

departments and researchers to maxi
knowledge generation about polemlallv
invasive species and their spread given
various climate change scenarios and

and the Environment (ATREE), luru,
studying wetland ecology and ecosystem
services. nobin.raja@atree.org,
rpriya.ecology@gmail.com, )
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alien species

SR Yo HIATHT HT d¢ FT Tehdl § A fohet ITshrae fageh
yortfaal & fav ears @id a&d &

Shifting trade agreements and new ties between previously unlinked nations may further
the spread of novel invasive alien species; countries may focus on relationships rather
than stricter checks on imports from new trade alliances; some nations may lack
infrastructure to support checks.

FEad AR A 3R v & Irdaey JAi & dT ¢ e 7§ A Gl yonfaat & vEr
) 9T ohd ¢; 20 ATV SR TSAUAT T AT W TET ST & ToITT Fa4T 9T &A1 Hfgd a1
H §; TG &AW & U 1T & AT 3raeas faamdy o= 781 & aFar g

o Around 1847, in colonial Calcutta, an unexpected visitor arrived, likely hidden in plant
crates or trade goods from East Africa.

1847 & 3O, JHiaferafe waear 7 v e g 3, St Ferad: qdf b
ﬁmﬂu’fﬁﬂﬁﬁmmﬂﬁmﬁm:@ﬂwl

o The giant African snail (Lissachatina fulica) entered India without fanfare, admired at
first for its size and shell.

femmer arsbvehr wYeT (Lissachatina fulica) TR # 18T Tl @RIl & Faer oY 13T, AR
B3NN H SHb ITHR A Ber o frw e

I

. But what seemed ornamental soon
revealed itself to be the country’s most
persistent invasive alien species.

AfeheT ST FSITAET el BIT T, 98 STog &1
1 Bangalore Mirror D The Weather Network
Invasion of giant African land snails ... a' m m m ﬁa'a m
D) < ft T

I

o Thriving in the region’s warm,
humid climate and free from natural
predators, the snail spread rapidly with
human help, from Bengal’s gardens to

the \Kleétern Gr\iats. o
81 Y I AR 7 STerarg H g9 gU 3N urpfers Rt & a9 #, I eiien atera
HEIAT O doil O FaITel & IT=T O ot g H) arel g ther =)

e By the mid-20th century, crops and ornamental plants had been ravaged, native
shails displaced, and soil ecosystems altered.

204t T & AT gk, e 3R FoTad) gie Ave g1 v O, T 'Y e ar v 3,
3R Fer eIk fPufady = seor et |
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The snail had become a carrier for parasites like the rat lungworm, threatening
humans and wildlife.

IE ©ieT 98 % B3 & A3 S qLSNTadl 7 argeh & I3, Torad Arera AR aegshar
AT 3c9esT g1 17|

The giant African Snail is an example of how slow-moving, unnoticed arrivals can
reshape ecosystems.

frermer 3rshYY wfeT S &1 1 3ETEXT § o HE el a1fr @ Tolet arel AR 3 W TIgR
oRPufa® aF ) agd Thd £

Poor quarantine, a lack of rigorous monitoring, and policy failures allowed this
mollusc to get far and wide.

FHAAR IR, T&d FAIRTEA Y F), 3R A Avaast & 5T gier #F samue &9 3 $Haar
T 3eTATC &

A world of rising global trade and subsequent species movement increase the risk of
similar invasions.

e AR 7 gefer 3 yenfaat i srareamd & W & sMHEHS AT H TR T B

Trade and invasive alien species

IR 3R A el yenfaat

The surge in global trade since the 1800s has indirectly contributed to biological
invasions in both terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems.

1800 F g2 { ¥ SATIR A gefer =¥ 31vcget & & T 3K srehr mikfPufady a=f
# Sifas s @I Jerar fear g

The number of alien species rose 20x by the early 19th century.
19t T Y g3 oo g yenfat S dear 20 @1 5 1S oA

Bilateral trade agreements increased from 76 countries forming 5,700 trade pairs in
1948 to 186 countries forming over 34,000 pairs by the early 2000s.

1948 # 76 2T GART F=TT 91T 5,700 SATIR SAVST & G, 2000 Y YT cfeh Tg HEAT
186 &2IT 7 34,000 ¥ I SNST T T T 15|

Now, trade tariffs mooted by the Trump administration in the U.S. are contributing to
changing, reviving or initiating new trade deals between countries.

e, AR 7 ST TATHT SaRT TEATTA T SATIR ek ST o el SR FASIGAr 7
TR, AR AT AT FAN E He 7 ATET & I8 &

Invasive alien species are introduced by increased human activity around the globe.
s faeedt yenfat gfarar s & wrere sifafafe & seer & yaer e 8

The introduction of these exotic species can be deliberate or accidental.

oo fadelt yanfat &1 waer SreaEra It ITHfEAs 0 4 8 Hehall ¢

For example, the introduction of cane toads (Bufo marinus) in Australia, Gambusia in
India and Poecilia reticulata in Japan are examples of deliberate biocontrol
initiatives gone wrong.
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3610 & folu, 3ieeforar # #=1 15w (Bufo marinus), 3R 3 degforam, 3k amarer
Poecilia reticulata & 932 3 fAI=or Y A% A3 & 32807 2

e Accidental introductions often happen via the export and import of biological goods,
such as timber, plant products, vegetables, fruits, and grains.

3R EH Taer e S awgat s
a5, gl & 3cure, wiewar, va 3
3reTTer & forater 3R 3maTa & AreaH @ gier
J

e Biofouling is one such introduction
scenario.

RT3 Uk T &Y gaer aiged
¢  When ships travel between

countries without cargo, they are filled
with ballast water to help the ship stay stable on the high seas.

SIS STgTer 2t o sty foretT et & =rerd) €, ol 3¢ @R WHaT H HJelol A0 3@ o forw
ST T § IR ST B

e Biofouling — the undesirable accumulation of plants, animals, and algae on surfaces
— sometimes occurs during the filling and flushing of ballast water, transporting
exotic species from one region to another.

IR — i, SRt 3R AaTe 1 Tag! W TS STHT — H3T-H3 dave areit
1 317 3R FAehreray Br gfoharr A g1 &, Tored el yonforat oo &1 & g@ &1 o g
AT 8

e The Asian paddle crab was introduced from the Northwest Pacific and East Asian
waters to New Zealand, where it carries the white-spot syndrome virus, in this way.

TS Y5 FasT A IA-afRaH gerie 3 gdf oftrans srereEt @ FEids A s s @
ST 31T, STeT g cgTee-FuTe fASIH arRd olehY 3T |

When trade takes a turn
SI9 TR feem sgerdar &

o Shifting trade agreements and new ties between previously unlinked nations may
further the spread of novel invasive alien species between continents.

el SR FAS 3R TEer F rwaey et & oI AT Ty Agredial & 1T 7 AP
et genfaat & AR & 9o Fhd

e Countries may focus on forming relationships rather than imposing stricter sanctions
on imports from new trade alliances.

32 AT SYIR ABTYAT T HATT W F3 AT 9T T ST T Sl TATd G &1
higd T THhd ¢
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e Some nations may not have the infrastructure to support checks on imported or
exported goods given the sudden rise in new trade partners.

FO T % U AT SANR HEMERY 1 Iremarsh efer 1 STl gU AT a1 forafa awqait
S & fore 3 g g 6T g FhaT &

e In such scenarios, India too is at risk of letting more invasive alien species enter our
borders.

U8 aRgedt &, R off 319+l TaAn3it 7 31t s fagef wenfaat &t wawrd &
@A A

India’s position on invasive species

THTHE TATTaAT 9T AR &Y FRufa

« India has been a major exporter and importer of exotic species.
AR el yenfaat &1 v o e sit smaras @ e

e Several species are in different stages of establishment and spread in the country,
making it difficult to track their entry and expansion.

HS JSNTAT 2T H FATYAT 3R JOR & fAffe o &7 §, 5 30 gawr 3 Rear &t
&eh YA AR B STl B

e Many are introduced in the ornamental pet trade, especially the aquarium trade, or for
biocontrol purposes, as in the cases of mosquitofish (Gambusia species), guppies
(Poecilia reticulata), and angelfish (Pterophyllum scalare).

&S TSIl HTaEY UTele] SATIR, fIRIY &7 & AGEER SATIR I7 AT fAI=0T 36821 &
forT s St €, S fh #ATaT ASel (Gambusia species), Y (Poecilia reticulata) 31k

ToTel fher (Pterophyllum scalare) |

e Some species are introduced through the food industry, such as Tilapia, which was
brought to boost food production but instead established itself in Indian waterways,
eventually outcompeting native freshwater fish species.

TS TSATIcIdl WIET IEINT o ATCIH & 1S STclt €, S o feenfran, ford @i searear
96T & foIT oIram a1y T, Afehet 8T HRCART TR H e st T A form 3R 37
TR #S qre) A AT yenfaat
I qoTs fea|

Invasive Alien Species and
Their Impact on India

AR I IThTHS T3l yenfaar
ECCORE ]

e In another example from 1955, when food was scarce in India, the government
imported wheat from the U.S. under their PL 480 (‘Food for Peace’) programme.
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Teh 3R 38T8X0T 1955 &I §, ST HRA H HITeT i FAT 2, 99 TIHR A 3ANFT T PL 480
(‘%S R 9) Frdshat & cgd A AT |
o But the wheat was of an inferior quality and contaminated with Parthenium seeds,

and first entered the Pune
market.

aﬁmagﬂg’mwww
mmm*mmg
- ¥, Sl gaY ggel goT o SR &

31T

e Today, Parthenium grass is
| widespread in India, being found
even in the remote corners of
the Andaman and Nicobar
Islands.

3o qrffar e 9T TRT & A9+
mﬁhﬁg‘é’s‘,aﬂTa‘s’mﬁ
3R e gdiraeg & gy &t

o ol 9g T TR &
e A 2022 study found that India has lost $127.3 billion (¥830 crore) to invasive alien

species over the last 60 years, rendering the country the second-most financially
affected in the world, after the U.S.

U 2022 & eI H YT 33T o AR o TS 60 I8t 7 3HThHS el genfaat &

HROT $127.3 fAfrae (3830 FU3) T T 31T &, TS ad 7R gferar 7 3R & a1
GERT e A MR T ganfaa der S B

o But this data only stems from the calculated costs of 10 invasive alien species from
the 2,000+ alien species known in India.

AfereT TE 22T Shaol HRT H AT 2,000+ fRAeft oAt & O 10 TS Tiad) T Torar
1 ITE ARG W ITUTRA g1

+ Negative economic impacts have been recorded for only about 3% of known invasive

alien species in India; such data remain unavailable, underreported, or overlooked for
the remainder.

HRT H AT 3ThAS a2 IAiadl & A shdol 9T 3% & TIU ThRIcHS 3T TaTal
FI gof fohaT 31T §; 91T & foIT U 327 3udetr g1, FF N9 fFw 1w a1 3rered) o arv

e Semi-aquatic and aquatic invasive alien species pose a greater fiscal burden than
terrestrial species because they often affect high-value sectors like public health,
water infrastructure, and fisheries, where control and damage costs are significantly
higher.

3ref-srer 3R Sreftar s el wenfarat, wereher swenfat &1 Jeferr # arftre faeir Sy
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STelcll § Frifeh I 3FE WISt foteh TAMELY, el JHTETAAT, 3 AT 9Tl oI 34 7o T
aTer &1 1 FSITa el &, STel fardr=ror ik a1fdy i amerdd aget 3iferen gieh €

The highest monetary burden from semi-aquatic species is solely from the yellow
fever mosquito, which is a financial liability as well as detrimental to public health.

Y-S yarfaal & o 31O A aier saa I Frax AsT A 37T g, o i+
TR Bl & HTY-TTY WidTfad Taeed & v gifvens i &

One Biosecurity

T STIT-JR&TT JoTTelt

To reduce the risk of importing invasive alien species, India needs to strengthen its
national policy.

3Rt fadelt genfaal & 3maTd & NTH FT e A F T $IRA & 37961 T Afy

FY AT AT 21|

Specifically, it means enforcing stricter biosecurity at ports and other entry points
and developing real-time species-tracking and early-warning systems that can catch
invasion events before they get out of control.

T &9 @, gHenT 31 ¢ Feamel 3R 37 gaer fag3t oX 31 ara-FRat aey FIar 3N
Trrer-zrsH et e T O Aarasit Jorrel faefad FXaT, ST 3THAvT Y Tesst
AT & ugel Uehs Hh |
The country also needs greater collaboration between government departments and

researchers to maximise knowledge generation about potentially invasive species and
their spread given various climate change scenarios and shifting trade routes.

2 T FERY fyament 3 enersratait & e dgaw @edter &y off 3aeTehar € arfes gHTd

ITHTAF Janfadl 3R 3% J0R & TR H e Seaarg aRlads aRgeat 3k ager R

AT & HeoT H AT il I G141 ST Feh |

Finally, India must implement mandatory post-trade biological impact assessments,
typically in quarantine facilities managed by the respective department, to ensure
unwelcome guests are not here to stay.

A AR T AfAIE SRR A Feira FeAiaet A1 AT AR, S AN T
HeTRI TaTeT SanT Harfod FardleT it 7 fram Sirar 8, arfes T8 giaRed fear s
g foh Ao yanfaar TR &9 & o 99 10|

Implementing and strengthening policies to reduce the spread of invasive species is
one step towards managing their consequences on native biodiversity.

ITHIAS TATIAAT & THR & HH et & Tl Afaat i oy w3 AR Asrqe F3,
T ST RAfAear 9T 397 TH1aT T I8 hiet ST 82 & Uk S B

In the light of prevailing international trade agreements, the risk of these species’
introduction remains high due to a lack of infrastructure, dedicated institutions, and
policies focused on mitigating their spread.
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TAATA HARTSET SR FAFIAT T g #, 37 Gonfai & gaer &1 @A 3t aan
T & Fiifeh el o, FAfT FEual, 3R 3a% TR HY qha qv Higa Afaar wr wat
gl

o Freight transport between growing economies is projected to triple by 2050,
especially maritime and air cargo transport, increasing invasion risk by reducing
travel time and improving the survivability of alien species.

fRererefter srdeaavanait & i Areratgsr aRagT & 2050 T et I TG I A o,
faery & 8wt v arg Freif afager 7, forea amn wora s gl Raeh yenfaat &
ST TEar Y THTET SodT § 31T 3THAYT T TalT 9aar &

e Today, we're still experiencing the effects of alien species introduced several decades
ago.

37T 3 5 i geeh Tger AT € Rl gty & waTa 1 317eTa R @ E

o Similarly, the effects of alien species introduced in 2025 will only surface decades in
future, when it may be too late to reverse the tide.

S RE, 2025 & a1§ 7§ RAg2f yonfaat 1 g1 3era F§ gl # FIA 370N, I d&
gl &X g1 wehelt ¥ 31K 39 Tgfy T araw Ager Hfoa g SwI|

e Strengthening India’s border biosecurity must be a top priority to avoid the worse
consequences of invasion.

AR Y AT HAT-FI&TT hT AT T Fa@ q3Y WA fAwar gle T0fgT Arfeh 3Tsharor &
T3fiT IROTAT & T3 57 T |

e Like One Health, a ‘One Biosecurity’ framework, if implemented at the earliest, will
better our chances of managing invasive alien species.

ae god $HI g, I qet Irar-RFAREY & 1 <fver € e fovam S, o T e
el yenfaat & yaes H gARY THGAT3IT I Sgd §o1T ThdT g
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Honda conducts
surprise reusable
rocket test, aims
for suborbital
launch by 2029

«GS Paper Ill: S&T: Space
‘g"l'echn_ology _ '

In a pleasant surprise, Japan’s
second-biggest carmaker Honda
successfully tested an experimental
reusable rocket, the company said, as it
seeks to expand into the space sector.

Honda, which hopes to develop the
tech prowess for a suborbital launch by
2029, conducted a test flight of its rocket
on the northern Japanese island of
Hokkaido.

While “no decisions have been made
regarding commercialisation of these
rocket technologies, Honda will continue
making progress in the fundamental
research with a technology development
goal of realising technological capability
to enable a suborbital launch by 2029,” it
said in a statement.

“The test was completed successfully,
the first time Honda landed a rocket after
reaching an altitude of nearly 300
meters,” the statement dated June 17
added.

Honda R&D, the research arm of
Japan’s second-biggest carmaker,
successfully landed its 6.3-metre-tall
experimental reusable launch vehicle
after reaching an altitude of 271 metres at
its test facility in northern Japan’s space
town Taiki, according to the company.
The vehicle landed only 37 cm away from
its designated landing spot after the
minute-long flight.

Demand for satellite launch rockets is
expected to increase in the coming years
as expectations grow for “a data system in

_+

&7 A faEdR Fa =rga 21
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Reusable vehicles are driving

commercial space efforts, led by
Falcon 9, owned by Elon Musk’s
SpaceX. The company’s U.S. rivals,
including Blue Origin, also have
reusable rocket plans

outer space,” the Honda statement said.

“Honda has chosen to take on the
technological challenge of developing
reusable rockets by utilising Honda
technologies amassed in the development
of various products and automated
driving systems,” it added.

In future, the rockets could be used to
set up satellite-based communication
tools and to monitor environmental
conditions such as global warming,
Honda added.

Reusable launch vehicles have been the
driver of emerging commercial space
missions over the past decade, led by
Falcon 9, owned and operated by Elon
Musk’s SpaceX. The company’s U.S. rivals,
including Blue Origin and companies in
China and Europe, also have reusable
rocket plans.

The Indian Space Research
Organisation is also working on a
Reusable Launch Vehicle, although it is
still undergoing tests and there is no fixed
launch date in sight.

Honda in 2021 had said it was studying
space technologies such as reusable
rockets, but it had not previously
announced the details of a launch test. A
suborbital launch may touch the verge of
outer space but does not enter orbit.

The Japan Aerospace Exploration
Agency (JAXA) is also on a mission to
become a major player for satellite
launches, including with its H3 rocket,
which is not reusable.

Meanwhile, Japanese startups are vying
to enter the busy field, including Space
One, which in December 2024 suffered its
second failed rocket launch.

For example, Tokyo-based Innovative
Space Carrier last month said it will
test-launch a prototype reusable rocket in
the United States in December using an
American engine.

Honda’s
Surprise
Reusable
Rocket Test
and Suborbital
Plans

gIsT &7
INRIATTR gt
39T QY
ke qdaToT 3R
39-FeT Jerar

In a pleasant
surprise, Japan’s
second-biggest
carmaker Honda
successfully tested
an experimental
reusable rocket, the
company said, as it
seeks to expand
into the space
sector.

TF G HRTT &
T H, ST Y g
98 99 R AT
FYl gisT A TH
YARTCAS GoT: 3UINT
QTG e HT
AHeTaTae q&Tor
foraT, St & et F
Fgl, FATF 98 JaReT

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page6O



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

www.patrioticias.in

e Honda, which hopes to develop the tech prowess for a suborbital launch by 2029,
conducted a test flight of its rocket on the northern Japanese island of Hokkaido.

gIsT, ST 2029 dF 39-F&NT TaIGUT & ToIU dahredleht &THAT [Aeh A el hT 3TRMT IWCT &,
ST & 33 g9 1FhrSa) 3 3791 Udhe T gaTor 331 |

o While “no decisions have been made regarding commercialisation of these rocket
technologies, Honda will continue making progress in the fundamental research with a
technology development goal of realising technological capability to enable a
suborbital launch by 2029,” it said in a statement.

Stafeh “SeT Ihe dhellohl o SATTATHIHIOT & Taer H 3730 s ot gt forar aram g, giar
2029 % 39-F&{T FaIqT Y qHeilhY &THAT ! TR ol o 36T A HANA HeTaUTT H
YaTTa AT I§3M,” TG HY=IT & ST H hgl T

e “The test was completed successfully, the first time Honda landed a rocket after
reaching an altitude of nearly 300 meters,” the statement dated June 17 added.

17 ST P STRY ST & ST 31T, “Ig IRIET0T TheldIqdeh I §31T, 3R Tg Jgell SR AT STl
BIST of T The T AT 300 HIEX 1 FAT$ Tk IgT & de IARTI

« Honda R&D, the research arm of Japan’s second-biggest carmaker, successfully
landed its 6.3-metre-tall experimental reusable launch vehicle after reaching an
altitude of 271 metres at its test facility in northern Japan’s space town Taiki,
according to the company.

Ul & 3THN, ST T GERT H 31 R TAATT Shifail 2l HTHUTT ATET §isT R&D &
oY STt & JHARET AT argeht ¥ 271 e FATE T TgT S U 6.3 e 3=
YANCHF YeT: 3TANT FN9Y F&IIOT ATgeT hl Aol deh 3ANT|

e The vehicle landed only 37 cm away from its designated landing spot after the
minute-long flight.

IE dTgeT U fAeTe ofdl 331 & a1 319+ freTRa AfSer vurer @ Faer 37 ddA fr g

3T

o Demand for satellite launch rockets is expected to increase in the coming years as
expectations grow for “a data system in outer space,” the Honda statement said.

gIST & =TT 31 gl 1T o 3ATeT aTel st 3 IUarg FaTToT IAdkve hr AT & gefdr gt dr
3Fde & Faifh “argd) 3rafat & 3T yorely” i 39eT g¢ WY &
o “Honda has chosen to take on the technological challenge of developing reusable

rockets by utilising Honda technologies amassed in the development of various
products and automated driving systems,” it added.

“gier & RffeT seael ik Taanfora s yonfaat & Rera & GRT 379 aawadet
3YANT &Teh GoT: FYANT A Fhe IR AT el T qdhaitehl ettell ol TR fhaT 8,”
T H gl 3T

o In future, the rockets could be used to set up satellite-based communication tools
and to monitor environmental conditions such as global warming, Honda added.
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e arqarT gefr SheT el fPufaat @ e & fore frar s aewar g1

Global Context of Reusable Rockets

qeT: 39T A9 Wdhew &1 AR wast

¢ Reusable launch vehicles have been the driver of emerging commercial space
missions over the past decade, led by Falcon 9, owned and operated by Elon Musk’s
SpaceX.

fAerel Th &1k #, GoT: STANT FNTF TaIYOT qTeeT 33 §U TG A HcARaT HfFT=l &5
YHE WF @ 8, SIeTohT sicjed Tolel 7ES Y 91! TIHCFH SN HATTolcl Bledhet 9 o fehar
gl

e The company’s U.S. rivals, including Blue Origin and companies in China and
Europe, also have reusable rocket plans.

huelt & ARG gfaeaedf, S o s 3R 31k ey aur JR i Fafaat off gor: s9gihr
Y Jhe FISTAT3T TR HH R B8 |

e The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) is also working on a Reusable
Launch Vehicle, although it is still undergoing tests and there is no fixed launch date
in sight.
AT HAfeT eTHeTT Warse (ISRO) 811 Ueh et IR A9 TEYOT ATgeT T 1o

TeT &, grerifes Tg 37f off ariarort & gl & I[er TeT § 3N 5T diew fafy a7 i gs 8

Japan’s Broader Space Aspirations
SITATeT Y SATY IHANET HTHIETT

e Hondain 2021 had said it was studying space technologies such as reusable rockets,
but it had not previously announced the details of a launch test.

gIST o 2021 # FgT AT 3 g Io1: 3TN A7 Whe SIET HARaT aFeiip o1 IEAdT H W
g, oifchel 31 Ugel T&TIOT O8I0 T faaxor aifsd =1g foam |

e A suborbital launch may touch the verge of outer space but does not enter orbit.
T 39-HafT gaiqor argdl raRet it AT 1 F Tl 5, AfheT a8 FaTm A g32r 78t F|
o The Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA) is also on a mission to become a

major player for satellite launches, including with its H3 rocket, which is not
reusable.

ST TAUEAH TFHCARAT TS HT (JAXA) 87 3937 waiqort 7 veh v f@amd 5o &
T 9T 8, TSrEe 3HeT H3 Wdhe off 2nfiel §, S eT: IUer Ao 78T o

Japan’s Private Sector in Space Race

3aRer gtz & Sure 1 s &
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e Meanwhile, Japanese startups are vying to enter the busy field, including Space One,
which in December 2024 suffered its second failed rocket launch.

= &1, SATITAT TEIEITH 5T ST 81T H TAA FHled I DITALT I IQ &, ToreTe TAT goT 377
AR B, Tordet fewaw 2024 # 370=11 gERT fawer Wahe watwor el

o For example, Tokyo-based Innovative Space Carrier last month said it will test-
launch a prototype reusable rocket in the United States in December using an

American engine.

3CTE0T & foIT, QXY oy sarafed T FRR & R 78w g1 i ag Rua &
mﬁwmmwmmywmgmmmmw

T{18ToT FaIqUT AT

1. Mammal notorious for the stinky
compounds it emits - Ans: Skunk

2. Object that stinks due to
N,N-Dimethylmethanamine - Ans:
Rotting fish

3. Odour rooted in poor oral hygiene -
Ans: Halitosis

4. Compound responsible for smells of
jasmine flowers, poop - Ans: Skatole
5. Substance whose odour butyric acid
is responsible for - Ans: Vomit

Visual: Durian

jasmine flowers, poop — Ans: Skatole

Common Sources and
Compounds of Bad Odours

gty & AT W AR i

e Mammal notorious for the stinky
compounds it emits — Ans: Skunk

a8 TATURT St 31911 getergeraT Aifarel & faw
HEATT § — I T

¢ Object that stinks due to N,N-
Dimethylmethanamine — Ans: Rotting fish

g8 a&q o a# N,N-srsAuga# s &
SROT &g 3Tl & — 30T /T g3 ATl
*Odour rooted in poor oral hygiene — Ans:
Halitosis

G AfEF Fawadr @ 3cdeT gifer — 3

shorefaw

e Compound responsible for smells of

T & Gl 3R Al FH1 77e & AT Iaer A - 3R Therer
e Substance whose odour butyric acid is responsible for — Ans: Vomit

a8 ety faweht a1y & fav sgfee offis SeaeR § - 3ax: 38

e Visual: Durian

3T SR
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Preferential treatment raises eyebrows

Kerala’s proposed one-time amnesty for declaring wildlife trophy raises concerns

168 Faper Iil; Environment

| STATE OF PLAY

K.S. Sudhi
sudhi ks@thehindu.co.in

he Kerala Forest De-
I partment’s recent
move to approach the

Union Ministry of Environ-
ment, Forest and Climate
Change for a one-time amnes-
ty for people possessing wil-
dlife trophy in the State has
reignited a debate over the de-
partment’s alleged preferen-
tial treatment of wildlife
offenders.

The  department has
pushed a proposal for “grant-
ing another chance to declare
wild animal articles and tro-
phies under Section 40 of the
Wildlife (Protection) Act,
1972”. The justification for
moving the proposal to the
State Board for Wildlife was to
offer an opportunity for the le-
gal heirs of those who inherit-
ed wildlife trophy from their
ancestors with valid owner-
ship certificates. Senior offi-
cials noted that there had
been several instances of the
legal heirs failing to get the in-
herited wildlife trophy de-
clared in their names on time
for various reasons.

Section 40 of the Wildlife
(Protection) Act, 1972, pre-
scribes that “every person
having the control, custody or
possession of any animal arti-
cle, trophy or uncured trophy
of captive animals specified in
Schedule I shall declare to the
Chief Wildlife Warden or the
Authorised Officer within 30
days from the commence-
ment of the Act.” Illegal pos-
session of a wildlife trophy
can result in imprisonment for
three to seven years and a fine
of not less than ¥25,000.

Although forest officials ar-
gued that the beneficiaries of
the proposed scheme would
be legal heirs of those with the

rightful ownership certificates
— and that the Union govern-
ment should take a call on the
request — the move brought
back to discussion the conflict-
ing stands taken by the de-
partment in the case of actor
Mohanlal and popular Malaya-
lam rapper Vedan (V. M. Hiran
Das), both booked for illegal
possession of wildlife trophy.
Officials asserted that the pro-
posal had nothing to do with
any of the wildlife crime cases
currently being pursued in
courts, but this has set ton-
gues wagging.

When the department took
a benevolent approach to Mo-
hanlal, who was reportedly
found in possession of two
pairs of ivory fixed on a mirror
stand a few years ago, it went
tough on Vedan, who was
found wearing a chain with a
pendant allegedly made from
a leopard tooth.

While it took an Income
Tax Department raid for the
department to know about
the actor’s alleged possession
of ivory, a criminal case was
booked by police for alleged
possession of ganja, paving
the way for the action against
Vedan. The department wast-
ed no time in arresting the
rapper, whereas it reportedly
handled the case of Mohanlal
with kid gloves. Vedan told of-
ficials that the leopard tooth
was a gift from an admirer and
that he was unaware of the le-
gal intricacies.

Incidentally, both cases
were booked at the Malayat-

toor Forest Range office and
registered at the Judicial First
Class  Magistrate  Court,
Perumbavoor.

The department chose not
to remove the mirror studded
with two sets of fully deve-
loped ivory to its strongroom
or the State Treasury, where
the material objects involved
in court cases are stored.
Though not illegal to leave the
material objects, which are
difficult to transport, with the
accused after completing the
legal formalities, questions on
possible destruction of evi-
dence by the accused were
raised in this case.

The alleged haste with
which the department acted
in Vedan's case received wi-
despread condemnation from
the public and those who had
earlier led the State Forest De-
partment. There was criticism
that the department chose to
ignore the alleged use of simi-
lar pendants by two other Ma-
layalam movie actors, includ-
ing a Union Minister.

Urgent need
“Great injustice to Vedan. No-
body can be duped by a fake
elephant tusk. But anybody
can get confused with a tiger/
leopard tooth with that of
another similar animal. What
a shame, especially consider-
ing the fact that the much-dis-
cussed elephant tusk case was
also dealt with in the same
Forest Range Office,” noted
Gopinath Vallilil, a former
Head of Forest Force, Kerala,
in his social media account.
Preferential treatment for
the mighty would undermine
the foundation of the rule of
law and public trust in the sys-
tem. The discriminatory treat-
ment meted out to the two ac-
cused in the wildlife crime
cases calls for balanced han-
dling of the cases to earn and
consolidate public trust and
fair dispensation of justice.

Preferential treatment
raises eyebrows

Y&TITAqot SqagR W 38
GEIC]

The Kerala Forest
Department’s recent move to
approach the Union Ministry
of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change for a one-time
amnesty for people
possessing wildlife trophy in
the State has reignited a
debate over the department’s
alleged preferential treatment
of wildlife offenders.

HTel goT AT GarT Fsita
ST T@A arer et & e o AR
$Y AT F AT FErr g3fawor, g
3R Srerary aRader wareT &
TIF FIA FI gifordr gger o
fasmer & FfAa gaTITaqUt sTEER
W 989 H A @ e R

. The department has pushed
a proposal for granting another
chance to declare wild animal
articles and trophies under Section
40 of the Wildlife (Protection)
Act, 1972.

T & gegsiia (HaTor) rfafae,
1972 &Y URT 40 & dgd = ol d
a1 3R iRt r evvor & faw
Teh 3R Al &= &1 gEaTa @ B
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o The justification was to allow legal heirs of those who inherited wildlife trophy with valid
ownership certificates to declare them legally.

zqeT T I8 a1 o AT Ta1ffica YATOTYS & TTY qegsiig ey faRTad & 9rod sdet
aTell & FTeTeil SAUTAHINGT 1 3og Hlofell ®9 H TN el T Iraa f&ar S|

o Section 40 mandates that anyone in possession of such articles must declare them
within 30 days from the start of the Act.

RT 40 & T8 I8 JHTAard & foh 0 Fordly off oo & Tog=o7 a1 Tarffica # gt arell egiehd
HTATATH oI19] g1t & 30 et & AT SHehT Bwo HY|

o lllegal possession of wildlife trophy can lead to imprisonment for 3 to 7 years and a
fine not less than ¥25,000.

Feaia SIhY T A TR g1a W 3 { 7 3§ Y Far 3N 225,000 F F FT A8t AT

g ghdT 2
o Forest officials argued the beneficiaries would be legal heirs and that Union
government should decide on the request.

e HTRRIRAT o b T o Smemrf et 3arfaamrll 811 3R 53 geard W fooTg Fdr
HIHR I AT AR

e The proposal revived discussion of the different treatment in cases of actor Mohanlal
and rapper Vedan (V.M. Hiran Das), both booked for illegal wildlife trophy
possession.

3 YA of AT ATRAAT Ageterer 3R 39T dgaT (A.va1. B g1) & 3dyr gl
SIhY T@A & HH A TIHTT GaRT I9=ATT 70 fafdieey gieemon ox == &1 gofefifad T
feami

e The department was lenient on Mohanlal, who had ivory fixed on a mirror stand, but
harsh on Vedan, who had a leopard tooth pendant.

AT o AgAdTT & ATHS H, [oisTer a1 greft & &Y WSITae JrelT SUT AT, 77 &1
AT WAfehet dge, ToTeleh ITH AGU & ST T dlehe AT, T FOR FIAATE! |

e Actor's possession was revealed during an Income Tax raid, while Vedan was caught in
a police case for ganja, which led to his arrest for the trophy.

TR & ITH SIHT &lol T SATTRRT HTIHT B H [Hll, STafeh deet HI AT T@ & ATHS
# TehsT IT, TSI It o1 ATHe 53 I14T|

e The department immediately arrested Vedan but was soft-handed in Mohanlal's case.
f$1TaT o et ot e PR R, AfdreT AgeTelrer 3 HTFC! 3 AL AT =1 |

e Vedan claimed the leopard tooth was a gift from an admirer and that he was unaware

of the law.
deet o gl o GV T &Id 3o¢ Ueh SRIWe GART 3YGR H THeT AT 3N 3¢ Fefalt T3t
ST RY 18T 2T

o Both cases were registered at Malayattoor Forest Range and in Judicial First Class
Magistrate Court, Perumbavoor.
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The department did not move the ivory mirror to its strongroom or treasury, raising
concerns about destruction of evidence.

farsmar o grefY g o3 edor 1 3eT AT MW AT FNTEIR & AR 81 o6, fFad
Al F 7S FIA T I HaTel 33|

Preferential treatment raises eyebrows
TETITTYOT SqagR 9 38 Harel

The alleged haste with which the department acted in Vedan’s case received
widespread condemnation from the public and those who had earlier led the State
Forest Department.

T o HTH H TIHTIT SaRT 3T 378 qalt Sl ofeht SeTall 3R gl & gt fsmmer yogat v 31X
@ saTae fer g8

There was criticism that the department chose to ignore the alleged use of similar
pendants by two other Malayalam movie actors, including a Union Minister.

3= €5 o TS o 2 32 Feramerar fhedt ATt caRT F4 O & dihe & HAd
UG Y AT [T, [T Teh i #AY ofy enfirer |

Urgent need
dcohldl ATaIhdl

“Great injustice to Vedan. Nobody can be duped by a fake elephant tusk. But anybody
can get confused with a tiger/leopard tooth with that of another similar animal.

et o T ST HATT E3HT| IS o el grefY afer & TG 7€ @I HehelT| Afehet IS oY

/eI F &Td T FHET e STTaR & WA &I § HAT T Tl 51

What a shame, especially considering the fact that the much-discussed elephant tusk
case was also dealt with in the same Forest Range Office,” noted Gopinath Vallilil, a
former Head of Forest Force, Kerala, in his social media account.

fhcieTl g@e &, WA 519 Ig AT ST o T greft e a6t Areren off s aor aRat
Fratera A forderan arn o1," Ig fevqolt ardiemy aedielie, I8 Y@ ae7 oo Y@, ol o
379eT |Yerer Hfear o F

Preferential treatment for the mighty would undermine the foundation of the rule of
law and public trust in the system.

AT SAfFaat 1 AT I FaTdTaqut SqagR Fefet F ATH 3R Stetar & frearw v
gfAaTe FY FASAR HT |

The discriminatory treatment meted out to the two accused in the wildlife crime
cases calls for balanced handling of the cases to earn and consolidate public trust
and fair dispensation of justice.
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FeASI1T 3TORTE AT # &l FRATRAT & A1 fH21 71207 AGHTIYUT a8 3T ATHel &
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Use of US. bunker-buster bombs looms large over escalating Iran conflict

Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

A powerful American
bunker-busting

ous surface installations,

raising more questions
than answers.
“The regime’s missile

mb is
the only weapo
of destroying Ir:
uclear fa
President Donald
's weapon of choice
if he chooses to militarily
back Israel.
The GBU-57, a 30,000~
pound (13,607 kg) warhead
capable of penetrating 200
feet (61 metres) under-
ground before exploding,
is missing from Israel’s ar-
senal despite its stated goal
of preventing Iran from
building a nuclear bomb.
In less than a week, the
Israeli Army has taken out
Iranian military comman-
ders and damaged numer-

s, launchers, mili-

ary command and
control has taken a very
severe beating,” said Beh
nam Ben Taleblu, director
of the Iran programme at
the Washington-based
think tank Foundation for
Defense of Democracies
(FDD), a conservative-lean
ing group.

“But there are still out-
sized questions as to how
efficacious of a strike Israel
had inst the beating
hearts of Iran’s nuclear
programme,” Mr. Taleblu
said.

The International Atom-

ic Energy Agency (IAEA)
has reported no damage at
Fordo, a uranium enrich-
ment plant south of Teh-
ran. Unlike the Natanz and
Isfal sites in central
Iran, Fordo is buried deep
underground, beyond the
reach of Israeli bombs.

“All eyes will be on For-
do, which is buried under
about 300 feet of rock in
central Iran,” Mr. Taleblu
said.

‘Conventional capacity”
Former US. Army lieute-
nant-general and Rand
Corporation defence re-
searcher Mark Sch i

capacity” to destroy such a
site. And by “conventional
," he means the

Buried danger: A B-2 Stealth Bomber pulls up on the runway after
landingin Palmdale, California. FiLE PHOTO

non-nuclear GBU-5
The U.S. mill
the GBU-57 —
Massive Ordnance Penetra:
tor — “is designed to pene-
trate up to 200 feet under-
ground before exploding,”
navigating through rock

and concrete.

This differs from mis-
siles or bombs that typical-
ly detonate their payload
near or upon impact

“To defeat these deeply
buried targets, these wea-
pons need to be designed

with rather thick casings of
steel, hardened steel, to
sort of punch through
these layers of rock,” said
Masao Dahlgren,
working on missi
for the Cen for Strategic
and International Studies
(CSIS), a  Washington-
based research centre.

Began 25 years ago
The 6.6-meter-long GBU-57
also has a specialised fuse
because “you need an ex-
plosive that’s not going to
immediately explode un-
der that much shock and
pressure,” Mr. Dahlgren
said. Design for this bomb
began in the early 2000s,
and an order for 20 units
was placed with Boeing in
2009.

‘The only aircraft capa-

ble of deploying the
GBU-57 is an American B-2
Bomber, a stealth aircraft.

Some of these bombers
were deployed in early
May on Diego Garcia, the
site of a joint U.K.-U.S. mil-
itary base in the Indian
Ocean, but were no longer
visible by mid-June, ac-
cording to AFP’s analysis of
satellite imagery provided
by Planet Labs.

With their long-range
capabilities, B-2s departing
from the United States “are
able to fly all the way to the
Middle East to do bombing
runs. That's been done be-
fore,” Mr. Dahlgren said.

Each B-2 can carry two
GBU-57 bombs, and Mr.
Schwartz said multiple
bombs will likely be need-
ed. “They're not going to

Use of U.S. bunker-buster bombs looms large over

escalating Iran conflict

& Y & Fod dA1d & ST AN ThT-aTeT 97 & STAATT Y

3TRIT

just be one and done,” Mr.
Schwartz said, adding that
the air superiority Israel
has established over Iran
reduces the risks faced by
the B-2 bombers.
Such a US. intervention
would come with “a lot of
political baggage for Amer-
ica,” Mr. Taleblu said, em
phasising that the bunker-
buster bomb is not the on
ly way to address Iran’s
nuclear programme.
Without the GBU-57
bombs, and short of a di
plomatic solution, Taleblu
said Israelis could attack
access to underground
complexes like Fordo by
“trying to hit entrances,
‘hat they can, cut
" and take other
measures that have alrea-
dy been taken at Natanz.

A powerful American bunker-busting bomb is the only weapon capable of
destroying Iran’s deeply buried nuclear facilities, making it President Donald
Trump’s weapon of choice if he chooses to militarily back Israel.

UF ATFAATC FARAT ThT-ae T/ &) $0e1 Y 16 A Foorer axamoy ghaensit w1 arse
A H FaTH &, 31 T Tseufa eres ST FT THIET §RAIR & 3PN T8 SRS F1 AT
AT FIAT oA ¢

e The GBU-57, a 30,000-pound (13,607 kg) warhead capable of penetrating 200 feet (61
metres) underground before exploding, is missing from Israel’s arsenal despite its stated
goal of preventing Iran from building a nuclear bomb.

GBU-57, T 30,000 9133 (13,607 fRaT) &7 aREs & i faTwhic & uger 200 Hie (61 Hiex)
STHYST o &I 92T & Hehell 8, X TE SIS o UIH 61 &, STelfch dg §TeT Y GATI] a7
FeATer & Vel T G1aT HIAT &

e Inless than a week, the Israeli Army has taken out Iranian military commanders and
damaged numerous surface installations, raising more questions than answers.
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R Rud fwmEt & arfaared frar, fSraw gare samer 38 €, Sara & e g

e« “The regime’s missile stockpiles, launchers, military bases, production facilities, nuclear
scientists, military command and control has taken a very severe beating,” said Behnam
Ben Taleblu, director of the Iran programme at the Foundation for Defense of
Democracies (FDD).

33U BR f3HH 316 3ASHHST (FDD) 3 &1t FRIFH fraer Jg=11e =7 dAretee] = Fal,
‘A & TAATS 873K, diieay, I 3753, Ieuaet g, WA danfars, =7 w15 3R
IGLENED g HRY TTeh Tl qg'ru gl

o “But there are still outsized questions as to how efficacious of a strike Israel had against
the beating hearts of Iran’s nuclear programme,” Mr. Taleblu said.
A Telse] ¥ e, “3He ¢ TE T3T FaTel & foh SIS FT FHAAT $I0eT & IIHIV] FRAFH &
YW gl IR TRl T8 TET|”

e The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) has reported no damage at Fordo, a
uranium enrichment plant south of Tehran.

FARTSET GIATY] FalT Tl T (IAEA) = AT & gfavor & feura wist Pfaraer dadier w7 &
foreiT ofY sTereTeT T Fa=TT 76T AT &

¢ Unlike the Natanz and Isfahan sites in central Iran, Fordo is buried deep underground,
beyond the reach of Israeli bombs.

ST o T &Y 7 T Aietion 3R $EheTe & faudi, Wist sgct 1ere & foord & 3R
Forrgell FAI BT IgT F TN &

o “All eyes will be on Fordo, which is buried under about 300 feet of rock in central Iran,”
Mr. Taleblu said.

AT ATtse] o1 g, “BISt uT Hef Y ol gief, S 300 B et & & fFud g1”

e Former U.S. Army lieutenant-general and Rand Corporation researcher Mark
Schwartz insists that “only the United States has the conventional capacity” to destroy
such a site.

Td ARSI AfFeeie-steel 3R {3 FIAReT & Mehal ATh @S o Fel foh “UHT S9TeT 3l
STSC it hl WA &7 A% AR & ara g 1”

e By “conventional capacity,” he means the non-nuclear GBU-57 bomb.
3eleh 3e[ER, ‘WA &THAT § ATl § IN-ITA] GBU-57 |

e The U.S. military says the GBU-57, also named Massive Ordnance Penetrator, “is
designed to penetrate up to 200 feet underground before exploding.”

3TARET AT T gl § foh GBU-57, e AR TS I=igex o gl ST &, Fr 200 e
IES dF T T & o0 BommsaT fhar =ar &

o “To defeat these deeply buried targets, these weapons need to be designed with rather
thick casings of hardened steel,” said Masao Dahlgren, a fellow at Center for
Strategic and International Studies (CSIS).

HeT PR T TAF U8 S TE2NT (CSIS) & 2MerhclT ATHISNT STAAT o Tgl, “SoT T
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fSehTatt &1 sTse et & fore, TR = Forqa Féer i A axal & |1 F3armset e ugdr
gl

o The 6.6-meter-long GBU-57 also has a specialised fuse because “you need an
explosive that’s not going to immediately explode under that much shock and pressure.”

6.6 YT a1 GBU-57 Ueh faeI Wt & &Y 37T & Frifeh “Scieil siea AR a1 A a8 i
Rewie 8T + Thanl”

e Design for this bomb began in the early 2000s, and an order for 20 units was placed
with Boeing in 2009.

sﬁawam%—grs?—rzooo*a&mﬁaymﬁeggmwzoog # S Y 20 SHEAT FT
TSR Fem aram|

e The only aircraft capable of deploying the GBU-57 is an American B-2 Bomber, a
stealth aircraft.

GBU-57 &I Y & HeTH UhATT faATT § 3ARE B-2 diFaR, 31 U e AT &1

e Some of these bombers were deployed in early May on Diego Garcia, a joint U.K.-U.S.
military base in the Indian Ocean, but were no longer visible by mid-June, according
to satellite imagery.

ST SiFal &1 7S Y o3t H g AR e et midar 3w 333 W e fran
1T AT, AT ST & AL % I T@T el fad, SiaT foh 39958 ot & 9ot Ie g

o With their long-range capabilities, B-2s can fly from the U.S. to the Middle East to do
bombing runs.

379eTT et gt Y &THAT & Ty, B-2 91T ARG § AEF GF oo THINT o [T 351 8”0
qohd g

o Each B-2 can carry two GBU-57 bombs, and multiple bombs will likely be needed.
Jcdeh B-2 T GBU-57 §& of ST TehdTT &, 3R TAd: 8 FAT T ITTLThT 81T |

e “They’re not going to just be one and done,” Mr. Schwartz said, adding that Israeli air
superiority over Iran reduces risks for the B-2s.
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e Such a U.S. intervention would come with “a lot of political baggage for America,” Mr.
Taleblu said.
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e The bunker-buster bomb is not the only way to address Iran’s nuclear programme,
he added.

3egiot Ig Y gt foh da-a¥e a9 &1 $0T & IRATY] FRFHH U fAues) &1 UehaATT adrar
TR gl
o Without the GBU-57, and short of a diplomatic solution, Taleblu said Israelis could

attack entrances, try to collapse tunnels, and cut electricity to underground
complexes like Fordo, as done at Natanz.
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TOPICS COVERED (PCS Special)

1. Important Historical Facts

Hgcaqot e avg
3 The first .&merlcan woman to fly into outer Important
space. Ans: Sally Ride Historical Facts
4. This treaty was signed by U.S. President Agcar aefaw
Jimmy Carter and Soviet leader Leonid a

First American woman
to fly into outer space.

Brezhnev. Ans: SALT

Ans: Sally Ride
3raf¥eT 7 3317 ST arel) Tgel 3ARA AfgaT| 36v: e s

e This treaty was signed by U.S. President Jimmy Carter and Soviet leader Leonid
Brezhnev. Ans: SALT
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