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- Midsummer nights

-

S Paper |: Geograph

Leap of faith: People wearing traditional Russian attire jump over a bonfire while celebrating the summer solstice, the shortest night of a
year, in the village of Okunevo on Saturday. Ap
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TOPICS COVERED GS Paper II: Polity, Governance, and International
Relations)

1. U.S. bombs three key Iranian nuclear sites
3ARET F ST Y et ToE RATT A1EEt W THARY

2. Infrastructure deficiencies, shortage of funds affecting
organ transplants: report

qfAraTdY aTer i FHY T trer iy FA @ 3197 yeArRIgor wenfaa:
e

3. Lessons from Operation Sindoor’s global outreach
I ey 1 AR 9g= @ wIed qah
4. Of two contesting models of social justice

a1 yfaeasft grAfoe I Atsa

5. How will foreign universities impact higher education?

fageft faeafagarery 3o fRvam &1 &@ wanfaa w412
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6. Iranian Missiles Fired After U.S. Strikes
IAREY g F T8 ST RS gt 718

U.S. bombs three key Iranian nuclear sites

Attacks crossed a ‘big red line’, says Iran Minister
while asserting the country’s right to self-defence

No immediate signs of radioactive contamination
following the strikes, says UN nuclear watchdog

There will be ‘either peace or tragedy for Iran’,
says Trump acting without congressional nod

Associated Press
DUBAI
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U.S. bombs three key Iranian nuclear sites

3ARET F ST A et ToE RATT A1EEt W THARY Fr

U.S. bombs three key Iranian nuclear sites

AR A T AT et Fog@ TRAT] Frsel R A7) |

o Attacks crossed a ‘big red line’, says Iran Minister while asserting the country’s right
to self-defence

30T o FHAT o7 HgT foh g ‘TH T3Y I8 15T IR & AT, 3R 2 & ATcATET F JUFR
EARARRIRI!

e No immediate signs of radioactive contamination following the strikes, says UN
nuclear watchdog

Address
Email Id

3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

info@patrioticias.

Contact Number :
Website

9971932488

Page4

patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Pa la

a
www.patrioticias.in

TYF TS GIATY] FATRTl FEUT o gt foh gell & are; IBAersdt qqyor & acwrer F1
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e There will be ‘either peace or tragedy for Iran’, says Trump acting without
congressional nod

gqﬁmaﬁrﬁaﬁaxﬁmmrémﬁgcmﬁ; $I1eT F forw a1 aY anfar @Yeft am Ardy’ |
 Prompting fears of a wider regional conflict, the United States inserted itself into

Israel’s war against Iran early on Sunday by dropping 30,000-pound bombs on a

uranium enrichment site buried under a mountain, a risky gambit that aimed at

destroying the Islamic Republic’s nuclear programme after months of failed
diplomacy.

faqe & Fod & ST 7 SoTd §U HYFd Tsd AR A IR gog e & e
IS & o H YA T 3R veh wgTs F o e gfagsr waesr ¥ 7 30,000
u13s & 97 IR, St facer Feahifar & ALl o a7e $30T 3 IIATI] FRIFH HY 7S el bl
@ T g2 27|

e The U.S. also fired dozens of missiles, and President Donald Trump said that the
combination of strikes “completely and fully obliterated” three nuclear sites. However,
U.S. defence officials said an assessment of the damage was ongoing.

AR o gotall FATTSS 3 greft, 31} Iseufay SXeATes 0 & gl Tk 37 gHal o GAToTeT o
it SRATOT Torat Y G aE § o7se W | greifen, rARFY vam srftraiRat o ey o
&1feY 1 3reret 3reft ST B

o The Atomic Energy Organization of Iran confirmed that attacks took place on the
Fordow and Natanz enrichment facilities as well as its Isfahan nuclear site, but it
insisted that its nuclear programme will not be stopped.

U & IATY] FSil S o1 S 1 o wIet 3l avcier Hater Sl TUT sehere AT
mwmy,aﬁmm%wmmﬁ?mmmaﬁml

Why is enrichment needed?

e Natural uranium contains about:

o 99.3% Uranium-238 (U-238) — non-fissile (does not easily undergo fission),

o 0.7% Uranium-235 (U-235) — fissile (can sustain a nuclear chain reaction).

e Most nuclear reactors require uranium that is enriched to 3% to 5% U-235 for
energy production.
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¢ Nuclear weapons, in contrast, require uranium enriched to 90% or more U-235.
The two most common methods:

1. Gas Centrifuge Method (widely used today)

2. Gaseous Diffusion Method (older and mostly obsolete)

In both methods, uranium is first converted into a gas called uranium hexafluoride (UF;).
The process then separates the lighter U-235 isotopes from the heavier U-238.

Significance in Nuclear Technology:
e Low Enriched Uranium (LEU): 3-5% U-235 — used in nuclear power reactors.

e Highly Enriched Uranium (HEU): >20% U-235 — used in research reactors and
weapons.

e Enrichment is a dual-use technology—can be used for peaceful energy or
weapons—hence closely monitored under the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty
(NPT) and IAEA safeguards.

e Both Iran and the UN nuclear watchdog said there were no immediate signs of
radioactive contamination following the strikes.

§0T AR HIFT TS AT FATRIA FEUT Q=1 ¥ gl o goel o e IsArersdt sewor &
IS dchTel Tohd AT o |
o U.S. Defence Secretary Pete Hegseth said the country does not “seek war” and that

the operation would not be “open-ended”, though Mr. Trump earlier warned there
would be additional strikes if Tehran retaliated.

AR 18T T e oy 2 Fa1 o6 39ReT “gay ¢ awar 3k 7w
“HfARETRIeN G €19, ETelifech € Tgel & IATa= & Iob & foh IR Qe o Sraret
FILEr$ A, ar 3R g g

e “There will either be peace or there will be tragedy for Iran,” said Mr. Trump, who
acted without congressional authorisation.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page6

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

€9 & g, “IT Y enfer Breft A1 0T & o A, 3R Sogier Fw AT Iregafer & faa
FIETS T

e Vice-President J.D. Vance, however, said the strikes have given Tehran the
possibility of returning to negotiate with Washington.

gTenifeh, 39-Irsgufa 3.2, 37 o7 gl Toh 37 g all o ATl ol ATRIIE & TTT fhy J
ST Y FHEAT ST B

e Hours later, Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi said the attacks have crossed
a ‘big red line’ adding that the time for diplomacy had passed and that his country
had the right to defend itself.

O Hel d1e, $UT & faeer 7Y 3reare 3Rrer=h o gl foh gHell o ‘T T31 I8 dFa IR
o 8, 3R 31 Fealfer T WHT FATCT 8 THT ¢ TUT 3eTch & T YA 18Tl H1 JAFR |

e Mr. Araghchi said he would be flying to Moscow to coordinate positions with its
ally, Russia.

3TEr = gt o ag AT o W@ § 1fh 3raer W & & ary Rufay #1 g@eag &=
gh|
e “The warmongering and lawless administration in \Washington is solely and fully

responsible for the dangerous consequences and far-reaching implications of its
act of aggression,” he told presspersons in Turkiye.

3glel il 7 THHRT U g1, “afRIeTe H JEUTATE 3R FTqAfagler SR 39
ITFTHE Fed & FaleTd TROMAT 3R qran#t wamat & fov ff avg FFAer g1
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Infrastructure deficiencies,
shortage of funds affecting
organ transplants: report

e L e e T ey

S. Vijay Kum
CHENNAI

The organ transplantation
programme in India has
been crippled by multiple
issues, especially insuffi-
cient funds, shortage of
specialised doctors, and
procedural delays, a report
released by the Union
Health and Family Welfare
Ministry dated June 19
revealed.

The report, which fol-
lowed a high-level meeting
of senior health officials to
review the status of organ
transplantation activities
in government hospitals
and identify the key chal-
lenges, pointed to infras-
tructure deficiencies, espe-
cially a shortage of
intensive care unit (ICU)
beds and lack of financial
support to patients who re-
quired lifelong medication
that was expensive.

Explaining the bottle-
necks and other issues
faced by state-owned insti-
tutions, the report said on-
ly 13,476 kidney tran-
splants were performed,
both in government and
private hospitals, against
the recommended one
lakh cases last year. The ca-
pacity of government hos-
pitals was not adequate to
meet the target of organ
transplants and creation of
new centres were “defi-
nitely” required.

The report elaborated
on the lack of facilities in
government healthcare in-
stitutions, saying a signifi-
cant number of govern-
ment  hospitals  had

The report dated June 19 followed a review of organ transplant
activities. C. VENKATACHALAPATHY

reported the absence of
dedicated infrastructure
for organ retrieval and
transplantation, including
specialised transplant op-
eration theatres and dedi-
cated transplant intensive
care units. A critical issue
was the shortage of ICU
beds, which were essential
for maintaining potential
brain-stem dead donors. In
many trauma centres, beds
were unavailable for po-
tential donors due to high
patient volume.

Many institutions, in-
cluding All India Institutes
of Medical Sciences, lacked
in-house Human Leuko-
cyte Antigen cross-match-
ing laboratory facilities.
The dependency on exter-
nal laboratories was caus-
ing significant delays and
logistical challenges in the
transplantation process.

The report compiled by
the National Organ and Tis-
sue Transplant Organisa-
tion, which convened the
meeting, said the shortage
of specialised faculty, cou-
pled with frequent transfer
of trained personnel, was
disrupting the continuity

and establishment of tran-
splant programmes. A ma-
jor bottleneck was the scar-
city of dedicated and
trained transplant surge-
ons, nephrologists, urolo-
gists, anaesthetists, neuro-
surgeons/neurologists, and
intensivists within the go-
vernment hospitals.

Burden on patients
On the paucity of funds,
the report said some hospi-
tals had reported inadeqg-
uate funds to initiate or res-
tart specialised transplant
programmes. A significant
concern was the high cost
of  immunosuppressant
drugs, which patients must
take for life. The financial
support available under
current schemes was often
limited to the first year.
The report “strongly re-
commended that liver and
heart transplantation, in-
cluding the lifelong cost of
immunosuppressants for
post-transplant recipients,
be comprehensively in-
cluded under the central
Ayushman Bharat Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana
[AB-PMJAY] scheme”.

Infrastructure deficiencies,
shortage of funds affecting
organ transplants: report

qferard e it et 3R e
FH T 37T TIRIYOT FHTSA:
e

The organ transplantation programme
in India has been crippled by multiple
issues, especially insufficient funds,
shortage of specialised doctors, and
procedural delays, a report released
by the Union Health and Family
Welfare Ministry dated June 19
revealed.

R | 39T TIARIYUT FIAHH F HS
FHEAT3T o 39T T 2T &, v
LT e, AT siFext Y Fa), ik
uftrareas &8, Star fF 19 S F1 FH
ALY TE IREAR FeAT0T HATT GaRT
S RaYE & amm

e The report, which followed a high-level
meeting of senior health officials to review
the status of organ transplantation
activities in government hospitals and
identify the key challenges, pointed to
infrastructure deficiencies, especially a
shortage of intensive care unit (ICU) beds
and lack of financial support to patients
who required lifelong medication that was
expensive.

Ig RaE aRtss Fareey sfwRal fir 3=w
T o6& & a1 3773, ST FIHRY 3rFqarat

#3791 yerqor i Ry Feet 3R ga@ Ieifaat b ggar $ s | Rae A giaad
e FAll, W AEHY a3 A FAY 3R #7EHN Shaerada ganat & forw a@dsi o el
HETIAT Y FAT FI @ifehd fohar I
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e Explaining the bottlenecks and other issues faced by state-owned institutions, the report
said only 13,476 kidney transplants were performed, both in government and private
hospitals, against the recommended one lakh cases last year.

T Fanford HEUTAT SaRT HIHAT 1 ST TET ST IR FEEAA 1 GelTed gT RAE o gl
T Red a¥ Irequfia ve o At 67 Jorel # el 13,476 FFset yeariqor fe 7|

e The capacity of government hospitals was not adequate to meet the target of organ
transplants, and the creation of new centres was “definitely” required.

TIHRY ITETATEAT Y &THAT 33T FARIIUT & of&T hl G el o Tl qTeet a7gt oY, 3R 7w
Fal i TyTaer “fAfRad 7 3 3raeas |

o The report elaborated on the lack of facilities in government healthcare institutions,
saying a significant number of government hospitals had reported the absence of
dedicated infrastructure for organ retrieval and transplantation, including
specialised transplant operation theatres and dedicated transplant intensive care
units.

RATE F e o avarlt FareeT weumE # gt #1 ol w6 8, 3K 3 T
3FECTE o 3T gavifea AR Tearor & fore gafda giaamd g i srqafeafa & gaar
& g, foaet Rriigra yeaRigor sitaver Rvet 3R @@l gcaie sy A &

o A critical issue was the shortage of ICU beds, which were essential for maintaining
potential brain-stem dead donors.

Teh 3R EAEAT ATEHY A3 Y FA! AT, S 3e7-¥eA 7T Wi skeri &1 ane t@a & fow
HTIF & |

+ In many trauma centres, beds were unavailable for potential donors due to high
patient volume.

FS U Fal H THIAT 2RI & T 95 3qae AT F, Faifr AN 1 TEar 3 o)
e Many institutions, including All India Institutes of Medical Sciences, lacked in-house
Human Leukocyte Antigen cross-matching laboratory facilities.

s HEUTH, [Sa# 3f8a el Irgfaer geure (AIMS) 8 enfAer &, 31-8139 egaeT
STHITSE TEIaTe hre-A faar syavererren Gyt & w8 4 531 @ &

e The dependency on external laboratories was causing significant delays and
logistical challenges in the transplantation process.

T yARTATATHT IR AR 9 FROT YeARIgor gfghar F MR &l i Aiefees gATaw
3T TEY i

e The report compiled by the National Organ and Tissue Transplant Organisation,
which convened the meeting, said the shortage of specialised faculty, coupled with

frequent transfer of trained personnel, was disrupting the continuity and
establishment of transplant programmes.

IS 39T R S TeARIIUT HISA SaRT AR RUIC H gl 317 foh st g iy wAT
3R IR FHATRAT F TR-TR FATHTEIOT F TeIRIIOT FTIHAT $HY fawar it sgmg=r &
qTET 3T G &
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e A major bottleneck was the scarcity of dedicated and trained transplant surgeons,
nephrologists, urologists, anaesthetists, neurosurgeons/neurologists, and
intensivists within the government hospitals.

Teh G STUT EIHRT 3Eqarat # A 3k gfféra gearigor getal, Awaifareed,
Rraioree!, Tavafewel, FRwsal/mgRaitoreet, 3R ArSHy et 1w o

Burden on patients
AT 9T ST

e On the paucity of funds, the report said some hospitals had reported inadequate
funds to initiate or restart specialised transplant programmes.

wﬁﬁwﬁﬂéﬁmﬁ;@mﬁﬁﬁﬂmﬁmmaﬁmgﬁ:
TRH FA & foIT IrqaTed 4=y S R S gl

e A significant concern was the high cost of immunosuppressant drugs, which patients
must take for life.

Teh 937 e gega-aade ganst #1 3 fera o, e 7S 1 Shaet o1 e gar 81
o The financial support available under current schemes was often limited to the first
year.

TAATT ANSFAATHT F dgd 3Teretr AT T 370K W Fae g a¥ g AT a1 &1

o The report strongly recommended that liver and heart transplantation, including the
lifelong cost of immunosuppressants for post-transplant recipients, be
comprehensively included under the central Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan
Arogya Yojana [AB-PMJAY] scheme.

e & SRR fRAwrier i i3 v 3ilv &1 gracare, @12 € vearor F arg 781 Y
ST 31X STt ATelt SFIA-HIHE GaTHT Y AT, T g TR Y HTISATT SR TeTAHAT
STl HRT AT (AB-PMJAY) H gt g @ anfdrer fram sime|
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he aftermath of the April 22 Pahalgam
terror attack, and India’s resolute
response through “Operation
Sindoor”, presented a critical juncture
for our nation’s foreign policy. While the
immediate military action was decisive, the
subsequent diplomatic outreach was equally, if
not more, vital in shaping global perceptions and
consolidating international support. Leading one
of the seven all-party parliamentary delegations
to five countries in the Western Hemisphere —
Guyana, Panama, Colombia, Brazil and the
United States — offered me a unique vantage
point to reflect on the lessons learned from this
intensive period of public diplomacy.

Unity behind a strong voice

One of the most striking takeaways is the power
of national unity in projecting a strong foreign
policy voice. The very composition of our
delegations, featuring Members of Parliament
(MPs) from diverse political parties, different
States and varied faiths, was a potent message in
itself. It underscored that when it comes to
national security and confronting terrorism, India
speaks with one voice. This transcended
domestic political differences, imbuing our
message with greater credibility and gravitas in
the eyes of our international interlocutors.
Whether engaging with the President of Guyana
or the U.S. Vice-President, the collective resolve
of India, represented by its varied political
spectrum, resonated deeply.

Our primary objective was to provide clarity
on “Operation Sindoor” — its rationale, the
targeted nature of India’s initial strikes against
terrorist infrastructure, its calibrated and
measured nature, and its avoidance of any harm
to civilians and even to Pakistani military
facilities. We meticulously explained that India’s
actions were a legitimate exercise of self-defence,
4 necessary response to persistent cross-border
terrorism. The success of this narrative was
evident in the shift witnessed in several capitals.
For instance, Colombia’s retraction ofits initial
statement expressing condolences for supposed
civilian casualties in Pakistan and its subsequent
reaffirmation of support for India’s sovereign
right to self-defence was a significant diplomatic
victory, directly attributable to our detailed and
persuasive engagements. This demonstrated that
facts, patiently and persistently presented, can
overcome initial misunderstandings or even
deliberate misinformation.

A parallel, and equally crucial, aspect of our
outreach was to underscore Pakistan’s continued
links to terrorism. We consistently highlighted the
severity of the threat emanating from across our
borders, aiming to build global consensus on
holding perpetrators accountable. The
engagements in Washington DC were particularly
illuminating in this regard. Even as a Pakistani
delegation was simultaneously present, we found
U.S. representatives, including those who met the
Pakistani officials, echoing our concerns and

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Shashi Tharoor

is the fourth-term Lok
Sabha Member of
Parliament (Congress)
for
Thiruvananthapuram,
a former Minister of
State for External
Affairs and the
award-winning author
of 27 books, including
‘Pax Indica: India and
the World of the 21st
Century’ and most
recently, “Our Living
Constitution’

The intensive
period of public
diplomacy
affirmed that
India, when
united, can
project its voice
with clarity and
conviction on
international
platforms

urging decisive action against terror groups such
as the Lashkar-e-Taiba and Jaish-e-Mohammed.
This confirmed that our arguments, grounded in
verifiable facts and consistent advocacy, were
cutting through the noise and reinforcing the
legitimacy of India’s position.

Beyond the immediate crisis management, the
tour served as a powerful reminder of the
enduring relevance of soft power diplomacy. The
very name “Operation Sindoor” proved
evocative, its cultural resonance helping to
explain the depth of the outrage and the resolve it
represented. From the widespread embrace of
yoga to the global appeal of Bollywood, India’s
traditions offer a unique pathway to connecting
with diverse audiences. It is a compelling
reminder that our cultural heritage is not merely
for domestic consumption; it is a powerful tool in
our diplomatic toolkit, capable of evoking interest
and fostering understanding far beyond
geopolitical considerations.

The “I’s’ and Indian strategy

Tradition is one of the three “T’s” that I believe
should drive India’s future global strategy: tech,
trade, and tradition all go together in promoting
the new India to the world. While India’s prowess
in IT services is well-established, the next frontier
lies in technological products and innovation in
the age of Artificial Intelligence. Our diplomatic
efforts must actively promote Indian
technological breakthroughs and foster
collaborative innovation with international
partners. This is not just about economic growth;
it is about showcasing India as a source of
solutions and ingenuity, a nation that contributes
meaningfully to global progress. Similarly, trade
remains vital to our economic development and
global standing. In an increasingly competitive
world, particularly in comparison to China, India
must proactively expand its trade volumes and
diversify its trade basket.

Diplomatic outreach must therefore seamlessly
blend security concerns with economic
opportunities, creating mutually beneficial
partnerships. One of my key messages was that
India is focused on its growth and development
and considers terrorism and war an avoidable
distraction; all we want from Pakistan is to be left
alone to serve our people. But if they hit us, we
will hit back: we are determined to make them
pay a price for each assault. Equally, if they
desist, we have no desire for conflict. Peace is
what allows us to prosper.

The tour also brought to the fore the
importance of proactive and consistent public
diplomacy. Every country we went to welcomed
our visit and urged India to send its MPs more
often. In addition to public representatives,
lawmakers and government leaders, we spoke
extensively with think-tankers, influential
policy-shapers and national media. The media
coverage we garnered, and the quality of the
dialogue with foreign policy experts,
demonstrated the appetite for India’s perspective.

This underscores the critical need for intensive
engagement with western and mainstream
media. A narrative vacuum is easily filled by
misinformation, and our consistent presence in
global media landscapes is essential to counter
false narratives and ensure our story is told
accurately and persuasively. This is something we
could do better.

Furthermore, the visits to countries such as
Panama and Guyana, both current
non-permanent members of the UN Security
Council (UNSC), alongside Colombia, which
anticipates a UNSC tenure in 2026, highlighted
the strategic imperative of nurturing relationships
with a broad spectrum of nations. Panama’s
explicit support for India’s candidature for a
permanent seat on the UNSC, articulated by
Foreign Minister Javier Martinez Acha, is a
testament to the value of direct engagement and
the cultivation of long-term diplomatic ties. These
are the partners who can amplify India’s voice on
crucial global platforms.

Guiding principles
Looking ahead, several actionable
recommendations emerge from this experience.
‘We must continue to elevate diplomatic outreach
in South and Central America, including
reciprocal VVIP visits and augmenting the
diplomatic strength of our Missions with greater
language proficiency. At the multilateral level, the
External Affairs Minister should consider
engaging with the UN Secretary-General and UN
General Assembly President to specifically
address the terrorism issue, ensuring
comprehensive briefings to UN representatives
and engaging directly even with the sceptics
among the UN press corps. Strengthening ties
with Brazil, particularly through the Prime
Minister’s participation in the upcoming BRICS
summit and a state visit, remains a high priority
given President Luiz Inicio Lula da Silva’s
emphasis on the importance he attaches to his
relationship with India. And, crucially, India must
ramp up its engagements in Guyana to safeguard
India’s strategic interests in its newly discovered
oil resources and burgeoning infrastructure
sector

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's energy,
dynamism and willingness to engage remains a
prime asset for India on the global stage, but
deserves greater backing. The diplomatic
outreach following “Operation Sindoor” was a
moment of national resolve and effective
communication. It affirmed that India, when
united, can project its voice with clarity and
conviction on international platforms. The
lessons learned — the power of unity, the efficacy
of clear communication, the strategic value of
soft power, and the imperative of sustained
public diplomacy — will undoubtedly serve as
guiding principles as India navigates an
increasingly complex international landscape,
leveraging its three Ts and always striving for a
more just, secure, and prosperous world.

Lessons from Operation Sindoor’s global outreach

HraXereT FieY 1 AT 9ga § wIed H9H

The aftermath of the April 22 Pahalgam terror attack, and India’s resolute
response through “Operation Sindoor”, presented a critical juncture for our

nation’s foreign policy.
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22 3 Y TEEITH H §U ATAH A & dTe, SR 1 "I Ry & Aeqat § worqd
yfafdrar  &er i g Afa F v v Ageayet A vwwqa B

While the immediate military action was decisive, the subsequent diplomatic
outreach was equally, if not more, vital in shaping global perceptions and consolidating
international support.

STeT deentel o FRaTs RviTTe oY, aEl a1g it Feaifas gger ARG YRUT I 3THR S
3R S wada FoTqE FIA H 3 &, IR 3HA 30 LT, Hecaqor Hfed g3
Leading one of the seven all-party parliamentary delegations to five countries in the
Western Hemisphere — Guyana, Panama, Colombia, Brazil, and the United States

— offered me a unique vantage point to reflect on the lessons learned from this intensive
period of public diplomacy.

gfRerd) et & g S — AT, IATHT, ST, Sl 3R 3ARFT — F I v
e G wfafafteise &1 dqgea ater e Feadfa #1 3w i safar & e gesi @
IR FT T v ET T AT

Unity behind a strong voice
T ASqd T & dIe Thal

One of the most striking takeaways is the power of national unity in projecting a strong
foreign policy voice.

T HecaquT Al 7 & ver oY o Aorqe Rder Aifa iy smarer 3o 7 o wawmar Hr
AafFa frdely g g1 &

The very composition of our delegations, featuring Members of Parliament (MPs)
from diverse political parties, different States, and varied faiths, was a potent message
in itself.

gAR yfafaftwsal f avgen, Sas Rffes tesfas gat, Tt 3 g6t & ame anfae
2, 379 3T & Uk ATFARATAT LU 2T

It underscored that when it comes to national security and confronting terrorism,
India speaks with one voice.

S8 Ig TISC T T3 1 T T g 31 Jredwarg § FFrEe el €, aF AR v
TR A AT 2

This transcended domestic political differences, imbuing our message with greater
credibility and gravitas in the eyes of our international interlocutors.

IE Tl B TSteiferd ATAGT F FUR 38T 3N gAN HAA 1 HARSET ATATwRI $Y 7o 7

e fareaaeiigar 3ix 3iRar vere &

Whether engaging with the President of Guyana or the U.S. Vice-President, the
collective resolve of India, represented by its varied political spectrum, resonated
deeply.
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qTe I8 IGTAT & TseUfad T ST &l AT FARDT 3urseafa &, 7Ra A {T ge=fas
yfafaftes ganT guis 71 arfes wfaeguar = 788 o9 a1E|

e Our primary objective was to provide clarity on “Operation Sindoor” — its rationale,
the targeted nature of India’s initial strikes against terrorist infrastructure, its
calibrated and measured nature, and its avoidance of any harm to civilians and
even to Pakistani military facilities.

GHART AT e "HTavereT gy Y Tasear & a1 — sae 3ifaey, mdehr o W) aRa
& 3Tl gal Y AT THTA, STt wgfera AR AT Faww, 3R ARt ar
qﬁmﬁﬂmmﬁﬁéwaq@ﬁ@rml

 We meticulously explained that India’s actions were a legitimate exercise of self-
defence, a necessary response to persistent cross-border terrorism.

g ATaR I THSTAT 3 TR T HRATS HATeATET HT der 33 oY 3R I8 FImar @Y @
AT IR ATdFaTg F R 3mads gfafar o

e The success of this narrative was evident in the shift witnessed in several capitals.
=g fAaoT Y AFedr 3 20 61 Terenfaat & R = aret deama & Tase oY
e Forinstance, Colombia’s retraction of its initial statement expressing condolences for

supposed civilian casualties in Pakistan and its subsequent reaffirmation of support
for India’s sovereign right to self-defence was a significant diplomatic victory.

3CTEUT & iU, FiefaT ganT wiferearet # HfAd AR gameal & o i a8 qeamd
HAEAT Y ATTH 3R 5HE ST R & IHTHTET F T HAFR F Fodar i g1 qfee, v
HgeaqUl FHewitas® it 2|

e This demonstrated that facts, patiently and persistently presented, can overcome initial
misunderstandings or even deliberate misinformation.

ST g ey g31 o aed, 3R I 3R AR T e ST, o 3 aRfeS
AETAHE A IT SATAGSART helTs TS HTAF ATAFNY 1 37 G F Hehel B |

e A parallel, and equally crucial, aspect of our outreach was to underscore Pakistan’s
continued links to terrorism.

§AR TAR &M Ueh HATATGR A 31 ) Ageaqul qa7 Ig AT o6 wifdhedet & sasarg @
AR 3 8 A1 3R foham ST

e We consistently highlighted the severity of the threat emanating from across our
borders, aiming to build global consensus on holding perpetrators accountable.

& TR-TR AT IR A 3T X Y FREAT 1 3RR 7, arfe AT #f Samees
38U & faw AR wgaAfa 518 57 T |

e The engagements in Washington, DC were particularly illuminating in this regard.

g Heal F atfRrares At & Y 7€ ara=hia RAY T F garaemelt T
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Even as a Pakistani delegation was simultaneously present, we found U.S.
representatives, including those who met the Pakistani officials, echoing our
concerns and urging decisive action against terror groups such as the Lashkar-e-
Taiba and Jaish-e-Mohammed.

Stefer agt wfarearst fafaftase o Al ar, O o goe S T 3R wfafafeat =,
St arforedret JrfReRat & off ffer &, e Riansit & geram 3R aeaR-u-aar qur shr-
T-AGFATG S 3TcTeh] HISAT o [Th v HRars $ srdier $

This confirmed that our arguments, grounded in verifiable facts and consistent

advocacy, were cutting through the noise and reinforcing the legitimacy of India’s
position.

$a4 T IS g foh Aeamasr 997 qeat 3R e’ T9R W 3TeRd §AR 3, Aerd
STHRY & e Fosear a1 @ & 31 R & T@ At e HY Aoqg W @ A

Soft Power and Cultural Diplomacy

HitFe qTa A AEFTaF Feafa

Beyond the immediate crisis management, the tour served as a powerful reminder of the
enduring relevance of soft power diplomacy.

cIcehlel Hehe Jatial ¥ WY, Ig &RT Wi e’ Featfar 1 TUrRA Frfrawar 1 veh g a1

SodT|

The very name “Operation Sindoor” proved evocative, its cultural resonance helping
to explain the depth of the outrage and the resolve it represented.

"3iTaere Ry T ATA &) $TaTTcash T4 8 THTaeel ey g37, ST arepias gfavafa
o e Y TS IHR g8 el AT H A H

From the widespread embrace of yoga to the global appeal of Bollywood, India’s
traditions offer a unique pathway to connecting with diverse audiences.

1T Y IRTF FAR W HIAR A AR Slelgs FY HARTSET SANHTAIAT ek, HR I THIIT
et qefel & Spget &1 3raar AT var e #

It is a compelling reminder that our cultural heritage is not merely for domestic
consumption; it is a powerful tool in our diplomatic toolkit, capable of evoking
interest and fostering understanding far beyond geopolitical considerations.

IE U I TOT ¢ o6 AN Wi fas e Fae ale] 39T & e 787 §; I8 67T
TSAATAF TSI FT T ATFARATeN ITHIT &, ST Totalt e HaAm3it & q¥ off s 3ikk wasr
&1 AT T TheT &1

The 'T's and Indian Strategy
2 3R s o

Tradition is one of the three “T’s” that | believe should drive India’s future global strategy:
tech, trade, and tradition all go together in promoting the new India to the world.
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WRT dleT "&" 7 A T § S AR 1 JiasT Fr 3faes wrEeiifa o HERia = arfew:
aFelF, SATIR AR TR fAEER AT AR H gferar & st Tedd AL |

 While India’s prowess in IT services is well-established, the next frontier lies in
technological products and innovation in the age of Artificial Intelligence.

HITCT T HTEET T3t F Gatar Ired g & TUMU &, AfeheT 30T el FHRAF Fefaaar &
a7 # Aahelteht 3cqral AR AGER H B

e Our diplomatic efforts must actively promote Indian technological breakthroughs and
foster collaborative innovation with international partners.

GHART FHesilicieh IR T AT AHeiteh AheTAT3HT bl FeTaT el AR FARRSET AR
% T AT AdMIR I NcdTigd HieT AigT|

e This is not just about economic growth; it is about showcasing India as a source of
solutions and ingenuity, a nation that contributes meaningfully to global progress.

g had Hw {AFT & IR F AT §; T§ AR I AT 3T AR T AT F FT H
feEms F TR H &, T 0T e ot ARG yarfar & ardfes Aot Sar B
o Similarly, trade remains vital to our economic development and global standing.

¥ e, AR gAN 3T R 31k &R fdseT & forw 3maeds sam gam ¢

e In an increasingly competitive world, particularly in comparison to China, India must
proactively expand its trade volumes and diversify its trade basket.

e foret-a-feet gfaeaedt el gfovam #, Traent =ie &t Joler 3, TR 1 379 SATIR
RTrar afrT T F T g 3R 379eT AR & 8431 1 fafayr s g

o Diplomatic outreach must therefore seamlessly blend security concerns with
economic opportunities, creating mutually beneficial partnerships.

FesiTcien ST st GaT Heal AR 3nfiw srawi #1587 e Sse gl foh ReaR® v &
ATSTHTT WISSTRAT 57 Th|
e One of my key messages was that India is focused on its growth and development and

considers terrorism and war an avoidable distraction; all we want from Pakistan is to
be left alone to serve our people.

X T FeRt 7 ¥ T Ig o7 B R srve e st wrfay o) SR § 3iR srawae @
IH N TF eTeal AN $EHIT AT §; §H TIREater & Fder Ig G1feT & a8 g ardvenr
BIS & dTfeh §H 319e1 olell T FaT Y Heh

o Butif they hit us, we will hit back: we are determined to make them pay a price for
each assault.

QAfheT 3R I & 9N FHAAT FIA 8, Al 6H SAATdN AT FIN: §H &Y 5H I Sog AT T
& ToIT AT Y|

o Equally, if they desist, we have no desire for conflict. Peace is what allows us to
prosper.

3R I &F AN §, ol g TEY Y HI$ $oo1 761 §1 iy 1 § S 5o FHGH gt HT 3T &l
gl
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Public Diplomacy and Media Engagement

ST Feaiifer AR A2 darg

The tour also brought to the fore the importance of proactive and consistent public
diplomacy.

58 R =¥ R 3 AR S Fefar F Agea &1 ¢ 3omR fra|

Every country we went to welcomed our visit and urged India to send its MPs more
often.

B 3 A AR &R T TaRTd fham 3R 91 & 338 o i a8 3rfrs IR Jiwel #i a4t

In addition to public representatives, lawmakers and government leaders, we spoke
extensively with think-tankers, influential policy-shapers and national media.

S gfafafirt & arg-are, arer 3R Gy A o Rw S v, Afa-wtanet sk
TS AT & &Y g =T F|

The media coverage we garnered and the quality of the dialogue with foreign policy
experts demonstrated the appetite for India’s perspective.

g it FTAT Fater Ao 3R feer Afer frerwst & @rer dare r aqurear « 7 fegran &
HR & gfeeHor & fw scgwar g1

This underscores the critical need for intensive engagement with Western and
mainstream media.

Ig a2 & for aftersd 3k FEaar Af3ar @ age darg A sraegwar rcdd Ageaqor ¢

A narrative vacuum is easily filled by misinformation, and our consistent presence
in global media is essential to counter false narratives.

FgTel A G ) HTHF FATTHR J 3T F 91T 7 TohdT g, 3R ARgw Afear & gadh
fotae suftufa arara Ferfaat 1 FETEer e & AT 3rawas B

This is something we could do better.

Ig 0T &7 § TS gH g W AFA &

Strategic Engagements with the UN and South America
g g AR gfAror 3AReT F arer wreifaw ey

The visits to countries such as Panama and Guyana, both non-permanent UNSC
members, and Colombia, which anticipates a UNSC tenure in 2026, highlighted the
strategic imperative of nurturing relationships with a broad spectrum of nations.

YATAT I IRATAT, 2l Juanwdt F FeArdt Few 3R Frefad, S 2026 # Juavad
FETAAT Y HTAT 7T ¢, & R o Rafder &t & wryr Heer A w1 Ay wiedifas

TIITFHAT ! 3R fhaT|

Panama’s explicit support for India’s UNSC permanent seat candidature, articulated
by Foreign Minister Javier Martinez Acha, is a testament to the value of direct
engagement.
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YATHAT ZaRT R HY JUATHH T Fergar FY Fuse gada, fod fager 741 Sifaaw
AIFEAST 3T & el T, WeaT W Y HEAT I ST B

Guiding Principles for the Future

sifrsa & fore e Mg

We must continue to elevate diplomatic outreach in South and Central America,
including reciprocal VVIP visits and strengthening our Missions with greater language
proficiency.

&3 afror 3 wrewr s F geahfos wga Ft Tera war Wi, S ReaRs
i3t 2R 3R sraT gaTaT F AT AR FY AT FIAT ATAS B

At the multilateral level, the External Affairs Minister should engage with the UN
Secretary-General and UNGA President to specifically address the terrorism issue.

TEIETT TR W, e 7ol 1 FYF Tog AT 3N JUAT 37eTaT § fAcTHY Hcdehare
¥ FGE I TISC T § 33T IR

India must ramp up its engagements in Guyana to safeguard its strategic interests in
newly discovered oil resources and growing infrastructure sector.

HIC T IATAT A it AT hT TGTeAT ATET cTfeh ag §Tel &1 & Wil 7T deT HATEAT 3N
TGl GIAATEY S & & 7 3791 Torhfa et i Tam X a9 |

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s energy, dynamism and willingness to engage
remains a prime asset for India on the global stage, but deserves greater backing.

FUTTHAT g AE AT FaiT, oA 3R Fale F1 geoT IRGH HIT TR R & T o yoq@
"afer 8, oot 30¢ 3R arflrs gorder e afyw|

The diplomatic outreach following “Operation Sindoor” was a moment of national
resolve and effective communication.

"3iraere gy & a1g Y Feslias Teo TET Fhed R FTel FAR 1 &707 A7
It affirmed that India, when united, can project its voice with clarity and conviction on
international platforms.

Ig Yo T ¢ foh IR STl Thale 81T ¢, oif I8 TSI Hal gv Favedm AR ggaT & a1y
3T ST T el &

The lessons learned — the power of unity, the efficacy of clear communication, the
strategic value of soft power, and the imperative of sustained public diplomacy —
will serve as guiding principles as India navigates a complex international
landscape.

S o Aol — T Y AfFd, TIse TR Hr germaefierdr, iFe 9G¥ T 0T fas Ageq,
3R ATt St et Ay srfardar — 3 3Ra & Sfee IRaw aigea 7 3mT 96 & fav
ATTgetE RAEHTd & §9 7 H1H 31|

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page17



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

© TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

. oo SO
Patriotic [\

Pathshala
www.patrioticias.in

T et s e

1GS Paper II: West Asia '

Man of war

Trump has made Israel’s war with Iran
more dangerous for the region

onald Trump is no peacemaker. While
D out of power, he railed against America’s

“forever wars”. He claimed that if he
were the President, the Ukraine war would never
have started. The Trump base blamed America’s
globalists for its forever wars. Yet, on Mr. Trump’s
watch, Israel, Washington’s closest ally, began at-
tacking Iran on June 13, even as the U.S. and Iran
were still in talks. At first, Mr. Trump and his Se-
cretary of State Marco Rubio stated that America
was not involved in the war, and warned Iran
against targeting U.S. soldiers or bases in West
Asia. Iran did not. Tehran’s response was direct-
ed solely at Israel, the aggressor. But a week later,
when Israel was struggling to intercept Iranian
ballistic missiles, American B2 bombers dropped
bunker-busting bombs at Fordow, Iran’s most
heavily fortified nuclear facility, while U.S. sub-
marines fired Tomahawk missiles at the Natanz
and Isfahan nuclear plants. This is now unmistak-
ably Mr. Trump’s war. He came to power promis-
ing peace. And in just six months, he has become
a warmonger and a globalist aggressor.

When it comes to wars, the U.S. hardly learns
from its mistakes. It invaded Afghanistan in 2001,
vowing to destroy al-Qaeda. defeat the Taliban
and “democratise” the country. But 20 years la-
ter, it handed it back to the Taliban. It invaded
(and destroyed) Iraq in 2003, lying that Baghdad
possessed weapons of mass destruction. It invad-
ed (and destabilised) Libya in 2011 in the name of
protecting Libyans from their government. In the
case of Iran, America’s intelligence agencies con-
cluded in March that Iran did not have an active
weaponisation programme. Iran once signed a
nuclear agreement with the U.S. and other major
powers and accepted checks on its nuclear pro-
gramme. It was Mr. Trump who tore up the deal.
Iran again joined talks with the U.S., and it was
Benjamin Netanyahu, Israel’s Prime Minister,
who destroyed diplomacy this time. This war will
have serious consequences for West Asian stabil-
ity and global order. Major powers will now have
less incentives to trust Mr. Trump’s overtures for
dialogue. Smaller powers will have greater incen-
tives to join the arms race for their own survival.
North Korea will never give up its nukes. If Iran’s
regime survives this storm, it could seek to re-
build its nuclear programme. If it decides to
strike American bases, the war could spiral into
something more dangerous. Mr. Netanyahu’s un-
checked militarism, which is in part aimed at pro-
tecting his hold on power at home, has plunged
the region into a deep security abyss. Mr. Trump
has made it catastrophically worse by turning Is-
rael’s war into America’s war. Darker days lie
ahead for West Asia.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Man of war: On why Donald Trump is no
peacemaker

e AaT: STes £T F4T enifa AsTaT 78T §

¢ Donald Trump is no peacemaker.

SNATes ¢ enifer AT =gt &1

o While out of power, he railed against America’s “forever wars”.
T & 96 T6< U 3eglel AR & “3refet eyl 1 ieirarar |

¢ He claimed that if he were the President, the Ukraine war would
never have started.

3egieY raT fona fo afg ag Tegafa g aF Johet e et o® et
gra

e The Trump base blamed America’s globalists for its forever wars.
<Y AR o AN & ARTFAIRAT 1 S8 317cd oot & forw s

ogXrar|

e Yet, on Mr. Trump’s watch, Israel, Washington’s closest ally,
began attacking Iran on June 13, 2025, even as the U.S. and Iran
were still in talks.

TR 81, 13 ST 2025 Y €U & Hrenrel H, AR 1 FGH HIT

HEAIIN FAUSH o1 ST T gHeA YE AL 7T, STafeh 3R 3R &0
& o 373 off STy oot TEr Y|

o At first, Mr. Trump and his Secretary of State Marco Rubio stated
that America was not involved in the war, and warned Iran against
targeting U.S. soldiers or bases in West Asia.

QBT #, €0 3R 37 faerer #:f At vl & gt o 3R 50
et H AT 781 §, 3R §er ot af¥eer ol # s dfawt ar
fSHTET T AR 7 S Y AT &N

e Iran did not. Tehran’s response was directed solely at Israel, the
aggressor.

T o VAT A TFaT| A T GfAfohar Faer gHEER FoRIEE HI 3R
higd &

o But a week later, when Israel was struggling to intercept Iranian
ballistic missiles, American B2 bombers dropped bunker-
busting bombs at Fordow, Iran’s most heavily fortified nuclear
facility.

Afhe T HTaTg 91, 19 SoRTSH FI 6 dfaffes AaEal #F A
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7 TS B W o, AR B2 afradl & ST A Had GRfaTd oRaATo] g wisf ox de-
g a7 PRT|

U.S. submarines fired Tomahawk missiles at the Natanz and Isfahan nuclear plants.
AR TeTgTeaal o aAaier 3R SERET T A FHIAT W hAgiar AT areft|

This is now unmistakably Mr. Trump’s war.

Ig 379 TAEHCE T T G el Yol ¢ |

He came to power promising peace. And in just six months, he has become a
warmonger and a globalist aggressor.

Segiel Qe T aTeT Teh TaT Harrelt 21| 3R Tt o 7! & a8 Fauia 3R ARa+
ITHAVTHRY &7 9T &

America’s War Legacy and Mistakes

s & ey sfrer 3 arerferat

When it comes to wars, the U.S. hardly learns from its mistakes.
getil & ATH # IAR 9N Tafaat ¥ arae & o daar g

It invaded Afghanistan in 2001, vowing to destroy al-Qaeda, defeat the Taliban and
democratise the country.

3T 2001 H ABITAEATST T GHAT fHAT, IeT-HIAGT hl WcH Hlat, diferdrsT S g3 31
2 H AFHda AT &1 arer haT|
But 20 years later, it handed it back to the Taliban.

ARt 20 FTT 91, 3T 2T &1 T & arferaTe &1 | fe=m|

It invaded (and destroyed) Iraq in 2003, lying that Baghdad possessed weapons of
mass destruction.

361 2003 # Fh I g R (AR e W ), g 3o Stefdt gV foh warare & o
SAAHERS AR § |

It invaded (and destabilised) Libya in 2011 in the name of protecting Libyans from their
government.

381 2011 & R oR gaer R (AR e T féam) 78 Fed g & g ohfsars
AT T IeTehl TXHR T TAT G & |

In the case of Iran, America’s intelligence agencies concluded in March that Iran did
not have an active weaponisation programme.

& & A H, AR T Givar it o A1 7 ey e & $ueT & o #15
afsha g AT FRiEa 78 81

Iran once signed a nuclear agreement with the U.S. and other major powers and
accepted checks on its nuclear programme.

ST o Teh SR 3R HR 31 T3 ATFat & T IAT] FAHI I gEaneR v
3R 39 TRATY] HRIHA R AT TR fomar |
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It was Mr. Trump who tore up the deal.

g €9 & U [Sieglel 30 AT Y WGg N 18|
Iran again joined talks with the U.S., and it was Benjamin Netanyahu, Israel’s Prime
Minister, who destroyed diplomacy this time.

ST & GIART AT o A AT Y& T, Afehed SH T FIAUTA & THUTAHAT SoTiHe
ﬁmﬁ;\mﬁﬁraﬁw%ml

Consequences for West Asia and Global Order

gfiRg#H vl 3R ARTF sFgEyT W yHE

This war will have serious consequences for West Asian stability and global order.

Ig Jeur aftas v @ fFuvar 3R dRaw sqawr & fav s afome areen|

Major powers will now have less incentives to trust Mr. Trump’s overtures for
dialogue.

379 G ATFAAT & T 9 Y ATl Ygel R [I2ad et & ToIT FF Weqea g1 |

Smaller powers will have greater incentives to join the arms race for their own survival.
BIC T & 9TH 3791 6T & forw gfAARY $r etz & anfAe gl & o 3 wicamgeT gem
North Korea will never give up its nukes.

IR HIRAT 3T 81 379 GRATO] FRAART b1 AT g

If Iran’s regime survives this storm, it could seek to rebuild its nuclear programme.

I $TAT AT S Hehe H Sl §, Al 96 379e TATI] FAHA F 6T & T fa v aoherr
gl

If it decides to strike American bases, the war could spiral into something more
dangerous.

3R ST AR fEFTAT TR GHAT et b7 0T ofelm , ot Jewr R ol wears &7 of

RETIEY
Mr. Netanyahu’s unchecked militarism, which is in part aimed at protecting his hold
on power at home, has plunged the region into a deep security abyss.

Adearg i FfAdfa Jerare A, S 3RS T F 39w FEAT T FATC TG & 3T AL,
o 81 I Ueh I YI&T Hehe | 3T AT &

Mr. Trump has made it catastrophically worse by turning Israel’s war into America’s
war

@%wmﬁﬁmﬁmmw%m%,mﬁﬁwiwaﬁmm

I FeTT e B
Darker days lie ahead for West Asia.

gfRas vfAa & fov 3t oY 3rveRaAT & 3me aror 1
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Of two contesting models of social justice

The NDA and INDIA bloc have two different vet overlapping social justice models

| STATE OF PLAY |

Badri Narayan

ecently, in village in
RBhojpur district, Bi-
har, which is domi-

nated by Most Backward
Castes (MBC), I heard a sohar
(birth song) sung by a few un-
lettered women. It goes, “Ba-
bua hamar DM hoyihe, okara
upar CM hoyihe (My son will
become a District Magistrate
and he will also become Chief
Minister)”. I also heard a slo-
gan during a political rally in
Sasaram town, which goes,
“Vote se lenge CM, PM, Aa-
rakshan se lenge Collector, DM
(I will become Chief Minister
with votes and District Magis-
trate with reservation)”. Both
these expressions reflect aspi-
rations for social justice. They
also show how the aspirations
of backward communities be-
comes the essence of their
politics. Together, these anec-
dotes illustrate how social jus-
tice is the driving force in
grassroots development and
politics in Bihar.

In north India, for several
centuries, the Bhakti move-
ment challenged social hierar-
chies and promoted equality
and inclusivity. But the road to
social justice has nevertheless
been long and fraught. Lead-
ers such as Mahatma Gandhi,
B.R. Ambedkar, Mahatma
Phule, and Ram Manohar Lo-
hia have had their own visions
and versions of social justice;
these various imaginations
continue to co-exist in India.

While in most parts of In-
dia, the social justice dis-
course  remains  mostly
centred around Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes,
in Bihar the most dominant
social justice discourse is of
Other  Backward Classes
(OBCs). According to the Bihar
caste survey of 2023, OBCs
and Extremely Backward
Classes comprise more than
63% of State’s population.

This is not new — Bihar pol-

Bihar

itics has always been largely
dominated by OBC politics.
OBC communities, particular-
ly the Yadavs, Kurmis, and
Koirees, began emerging as
lower and middle peasants
due to various land-based re-
forms implemented in both
pre-independent and inde-
pendent India. The leaders of
these three communities
formed the Triveni Sangh in
1934 and began asserting
their voice for political repre-
sentation. Other leaders
echoed the aspirations of OBC
communities in later years as
well. Apart from the OBC so-
cial justice discourse, Bihar
has other social justice mo-
dels, which can be loosely ca-
tegorised as Gandhian, Con-
gressi, Nehruwadi,
Ambedkarite, Lohiyaite, and
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP)-led social justice model
(samgra samajik nyay model).

Bihar is set to go to polls la-
ter this year. I have found dur-
ing my fieldwork that the con-
test is set to take place
primarily between two mo-
dels. The first is the social jus-
tice model crafted by selective
interpretations of the views of
Ambedkar and Lohia. It em-
phasises caste-based histori-
cal inequality. The propaga-
tors of this model are
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD)
chief Lalu Prasad, RJD leader
Tejashwi Yadav, and Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi. The RJD
and Congress are part of the
Mahagathbandhan. This mo-
del appears to be unilinear as
it focuses on the demand for a
caste census and the exten-
sion of reservations.

The second is the samgra
samajik nyay model. It com-
bines the arguments of caste-

based historical inequality
with other forms of horizontal
social  inequalities  that
emerged during the process
of distribution of democratic
resources. The BJP, led by
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di, promotes this model,
which combines the visions of
Swami Vivekananda, Deen-
dayal Upadhyaya, and Am-
bedkar. In Mr. Modi’s book Sa-
majik Samrasata, we may find
the traces of the evolution of
this model of social justice.
This model combines histori-
cal injustices with develop-
mental injustices. It tries to
address vertical and horizon-
tal injustices faced by margi-
nal communities. Social jus-
tice appears to be a
multi-pronged  strategy to
counter backwardness of va-
rious forms. Countering caste-
based injustice is tied to be-
neficiary politics, which refers
to the use of government wel-
fare programmes and benefits
for targeted communities. Be-
neficiary politics emerged
through the implementation
of various social support
schemes for backward castes,
Dalits, Adivasis, and women.

Thus, both the alliances
have two different yet overlap-
ping social justice models. The
difference is that the BJP-led
National Democratic Alliance
has a few advantages. Both Mr.
Modi and Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar enjoy a positive image.
On the other hand, the Maha-
gathbandhan is represented
by Mr. Lalu Prasad, whose re-
gime was perceived as cor-
rupt. The image of Deputy
Chief Minister Tejashwi Yadav
as a popular youth leader does
not seem to have served as a
counter-balance yet. And the
benefit of the caste census,
which the RJD-led Opposition
was advocating, has been mi-
nimised by the Union govern-
ment’s announcement of a
caste enumeration in the
Census.

Badri Narayan is Director, Govind
Ballabh Pant Social Science Institute

Of two contesting models of
social justice

ARG CIKIGHEE R IR K IEC]

The NDA and INDIA bloc have two
different yet overlapping social justice
models.

NDA 31T INDIA seife & aY Rffieer aferet
AT FHISF I ATSeT

e Recently, in a village in Bhojpur district,
Bihar, dominated by Most Backward Castes
(MBC), a sohar (birth song) was sung by a few
unlettered women: “Babua hamar DM hoyihe,
okara upar CM hoyihe (My son will become a
District Magistrate and he will also become Chief
Minister)”.

glel &1 &, ST f3aY, f9gR & veh a1ia &, it
3cafas Ao snfaat (MBC) & gar fAgaor &,

S 3HeTqe Al o AeT (=7 ) .
“Babua hamar DM hoyihe, okara upar CM

hoyihe (FRT sieT DM =391 3R @g CM & s=iem)’,,

e Aslogan during a political rally in Sasaram
town went, “Vote se lenge CM, PM, Aarakshan
se lenge Collector, DM (I will become Chief
Minister with votes and District Magistrate with
reservation)”.

HTERTA 2MEX T Teh ATl Yeil H Ueh oART 2T,
“Vote se lenge CM, PM, Aarakshan se lenge
Collector, DM (¥ alc & CM SefaTr 3 31701 &
DM)”,

e These expressions reflect aspirations for
social justice and show how aspirations of

backward communities become the essence of
their politics.

Y ATTIATY HIATOTS A1 T ATHIETTHT T g2ATdr

g 3R 7 Farch § o RS aegeral 1 smaiand 3a7ht Tatehfar H HAUmT oo Sl &1
These anecdotes illustrate how social justice is the driving force in grassroots
development and politics in Bihar.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in
Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page2 1


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

a
www.patrioticias.in

I 3UTETTT @ § & e #r e & s Tav 91 e 3 teeifay 3 R
afFa Fa g

e In North India, the Bhakti movement challenged social hierarchies and promoted
equality and inclusivity.

3T AR H, #fFT 3ereret o AT TGIHA 1 Getd &1 AR AT T FATA AT T
Serar e

o But the road to social justice has nevertheless been long and fraught.
el ATATISNF AT Y TE JHcAcT: elelt 3 Feitelrqot @1 81

o Leaders such as Mahatma Gandhi, B.R. Ambedkar, Mahatma Phule, and Ram
Manohar Lohia have had their own visions and versions of social justice.

HETCHT a1Tef, B.R. 3MASH, HETHT i, 3R I Helgd AT SidY A3 & 3791-370e7
AHATTAF AT & gieeHIor 3 aReweqae @ |

¢ These various imaginations continue to co-exist in India.
¥ A HTURONT 81X & T 1 Fe-3Hecded A 571 €5 &
e While in most parts of India, the social justice discourse mostly centres around

Scheduled Castes and Tribes, in Bihar the most dominant discourse is of Other
Backward Classes (OBCs).

STel R & JTRehier feeal 3 QiAo =41 1 =il 3regqfara snfaat 3iix serenfaat &
5&-T1E BIcl &, @61 TR & 38T {&T &g 3+ Mg snfadr (OBCs) ¢

e According to the Bihar caste survey of 2023, OBCs and Extremely Backward
Classes comprise more than 63% of the State’s population.

2023 ¥ fg Sfer wfeToT & 3TN, OBCs 3 srcafars Rred snfaat Tog i swaean
T 63% & = |

e Bihar politics has always been largely dominated by OBC politics.

TaER I AT g3 & OBC ST SaRT 27 ¢ s Talferd T &

o OBC communities, particularly the Yadavs, Kurmis, and Koirees, emerged as lower

and middle peasants due to land-based reforms in pre- and post-independence India.

OBC §Ha™, faver area, F4f, 3 F1gd, Fac=ar & vge 3K a1g & sfA-amufa
FURY & o7 faw=r 3R Freas fFamer & &0 7 39w

e The leaders of these three communities formed the Triveni Sangh in 1934 and began
asserting their voice for political representation.

gef clieT THETAN o A3 A 1934 # Praoft war &7 a1aa foham 3R e gfafafte &
AT 3STaAT & |

o Other leaders echoed these aspirations of OBC communities in later years.
3G A3 o dTe; o ast H OBC HHETAT Y FoT IThT&TI3T I FodeT feam|
o Apart from OBC social justice discourse, Bihar also has other social justice models—

Gandhian, Congressi, Nehruwadi, Ambedkarite, Lohiyaite, and the BJP-led social
justice model (samgra samajik nyay model).

OBC "#ATfo® a1 faaet & 37arar, f9egR & 37 granfoe = Arsd off §—aefliard),
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FEHIHAEY, AFEATEN, HASFAE), AfFAT-3menRe, 3R BIP-Aqed et AT =41 Alse

(T WA =41 Aisel) |
o Biharis set to go to polls later this year.

59 Aol & 3d A [9gR & FoA1a glefl TT & |

Fieldwork found the contest primarily between two models:

HIesad A 9T IT fo FHTaol HETA: 1 & Alsal & o1 o

o

o

The first is a model crafted by selective interpretations of Ambedkar and
Lohia, emphasising caste-based historical inequality. Propagators include
RJD chief Lalu Prasad, Tejashwi Yadav, and Rahul Gandhi, part of the
Mahagathbandhan.

gl Al ATasHT 3R Afear Fr gafaa sareamat o1 3maia g, 31k a8 snfa-
e AETTRAF IrAATTar o SR ST 1 $Hb Tacleh & RJID T e 4T,
maﬁa,aﬂTugarmﬁ,a’rmraﬁmw%w%“l

It focuses on the demand for a caste census and the extension of
reservations.

g AT STA9TOT=AT S AT 3R 31ETor & RAEarw W Fiea 2

The second is the samgra samajik nyay model, combining caste-based
historical inequality with horizontal social inequalities arising from
democratic distribution. Promoted by BJP led by PM Modi, it draws on the
visions of Swami Vivekananda, Deendayal Upadhyaya, and Ambedkar.

GENT & WA WIS+ Als, S Sfa-3menfa g st
AFais GaTe= Ao @ 3cqe Afas TS FFATAAIST & TI ASAT 8| T8
Tl A gaRT Aqfead BJP aRT TaTRd & 3R 589 Fart s,
38T SUTEATT 3R AT Y FrTRURIE TR &

Mr. Modi’s book Samajik Samrasata traces the evolution of this model.

sﬁﬂﬁraﬁrw‘mﬁmm’ﬁ%ﬁgﬁ%ﬁmﬂmm%l

e This model addresses vertical and horizontal injustices, while the other focuses
mainly on caste injustice and beneficiary politics through welfare schemes.

Ig Alsel FEaTeR 3T &t FATIlardr 2l T GATUT $cT 8, STdieh gall AET &9 4
s srearr 3R aremeft TerfY (Feamorery Aetensit & Areaw @) W HRT &

e Thus, the two alliances have different yet overlapping social justice models.

S PR, alel IS & ATHISF a1 Al R Afhet e £
e The BJP-led NDA has advantages: Modi and Nitish Kumar enjoy positive images.
BJP-Aqcd aTal NDA &I ®11& 8: A1) 3R sAtclier FAR T ¥FRIen+ o g

e The Mahagathbandhan is led by Lalu Prasad, perceived as corrupt, and Tejashwi
Yadav’s image as a popular youth leader hasn't yet counter-balanced that.
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HEIITSHEIST T alcjcd ATe] FHIG Y I8 8, Foles 97S€ ATAT Sl 8, 37N ot Area v gar
T T BT oF 33T doh 38 geTfad 78T fhar g

e The benefit of the caste census advocated by the RJD-led Opposition has been
minimised by the Union government’s announcement of a caste enumeration in the
Census.

ST STSTATOTSAT ST LB &Y TET RID-3Acfed arelt fIuad arél st SHehT oI1e7 Wer TR SaRT

STAITOTAT 3 STfer ITOTAT Y BYYUIT oF o FT 34T B

How will foreign universities
impact higher education?

What opportunities and prospects do foreign universities see in setting up campuses in India? Why are

The story so far:

everal foreign universities are
setting up branch campuses in
India. So far seven universities

from the U.K., five from Australia,

and one each from the U.S., Italy and
Canada are in the process of obtaining
necessary approvals or have done so
already. Most will be located in GIFT City
and Navi Mumbai. While India has been
interested in attracting foreign
universities for more than a decade, the
2020 New Education Policy (NEP) revived
it and the government subsequently
approved the UGC (Setting up and
Operation of Campuses of Foreign Higher
Educational Institutions in India)
Regulations, 2023 (FHEI).

Why are foreign universities coming?
The countries of the Global North

embarked on a massive expansion of
higher education in the post-Second
‘World War years to accommodate the
growing number of young people headed
to college. Over time, however, with
falling birth rates, domestic enrolments
started to plateau and then fall. By the
early 2Ist century, the physical
infrastructure and human capital of
higher education institutions (HEIs) was
too large for the diminishing numbers.
This, along with cuts in public spending
on higher education, started to create
financial challenges. The solution was
found in admitting larger numbers of
international students who could be
charged substantially higher tuition fees.
In 2023, international students
represented 22% of total enrolments at
U.K.'s universities, 24% in Australia and
30% in Canada. Though only 6% of
enrolments at U.S. universities are
international students, they make up for

27% of students at Ivy League schools.
Universities in all “big four™ host
countries - Australia, Canada, the UK.
and the U.S. — have become financially
reliant in varying degrees on international
students. Over the past year, however,
there has been a blowback. Australia and
Canada have capped their international
student numbers. In the U.K., new rules
introduced in 2024 reduced the number
of student visa applications. These
restrictions are hurting universities.
Redundancies e become widespread
in the U.K., Australia and Canada.
Therefore, many universities are looking
to India to compensate for the reduced
numbers of international students at their
home campuses and to diversify their
Tevenue sources.

‘What are some of the challenges?
India’s young population and a relatively
low but steadily rising gross enrolment

ratio of just under 30% offers immense
opportunities. However, branch
campuses in other s of the world - in
China, Southeast Asia, and West and
Central Asia — have a mixed record. There
are several instances where they have lost
money and exited. India will not be a
walk in the park either.

First, India’s higher education market
is large in terms of student numbers - 40
million+ — but smaller in terms of the cost
that an average student or family can
afford. However, India is a growing
economy and in the coming years, more
people will be able to afford a relatively
expensive college education. Second,
India lacks a sufficient number of good
quality HEIs. Beyond a small number of
public and even fewer private institutions,
the majority are average to mediocre.
Branch campuses will offer better quality
education than the majority of HEIs.
Third, while many Indians aim to study
abroad in order to emigrate, there are
others who intend to work in India.
Branch campuses will offer these students
the option of a foreign degree at home.

The immediate to medium term impact
of branch campuses can be expected to
be limited. Even if a dozen or two of them
are set up, their total student intake will
be small. The response of Indian students
to branch campuses in the first few years
will be crucial to what happens next.

Pushkar is director, the International
Centre Goa (Goa), Dona Paula.

THE GIST

-

The countries of the Global
North embarked on a massive
expansion of higher education
in the post-Second World War
years to accommodate the
growing number of young
people headed to college.

v

Universities in all “big four”
host countries - Australia,
Canada, the UK and the US —
have become financially reliant
in varying degrees on
international students.

v

India’s young population and a
relatively low but steadily
rising gross enrolment ratio of
just under 30% offers immense
opportunities.

How will foreign universities impact higher education?

fageft freafaearera 3= fram = F wanfaa w312

Several foreign universities are setting up branch campuses in India. So far seven
universities from the U.K., five from Australia, and one each from the U.S., Italy
and Canada are in the process of obtaining necessary approvals or have done so
already.

#§ Rl RreaReamey sRa # roeh arErt Fnfid #3 @ &1 39 9% T.%. $ 91,
ireeferar & ur, 3 3raARET, sl AR Fars & ve-ve Reafagrey sravgs sqafaar
YTed F o § AT Wfwar # g1

e Most will be located in GIFT City and Navi Mumbai. While India has been interested in

attracting foreign universities for more than a decade, the 2020 New Education Policy
(NEP) revived it.

goTa O 31Terenrer fare Y 3R et Ha$ o FEUc gleT| 9 o Teh gereh & fagel
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feafaeaTerat # MHT e 1 ST W@l &, aifdhel S 2020 #Y 7€ Raw M (NEP) &

T & Shad foram|

The government subsequently approved the UGC (Setting up and Operation of
Campuses of Foreign Higher Educational Institutions in India) Regulations, 2023
(FHEI).

3H 91, THR o UGC (IR A fageft 3=u dariores svamt & afiert S wumger siv
warers) fafare, 2023 (FHEI) &t Al &

Why are foreign universities coming?

fageft fRreafagarera 4t ar @ 82

The Global North expanded higher education post-World War Il for its youth, but falling
birth rates led to declining domestic enrolments over time.

Telae A A gfachy faed Jeur & die Jar el & fo 3o RIGT &7 faedR fohar, offshe
S/ e H FIRTae o HROT e AHiFT gea 9|

By the early 21st century, infrastructure and faculty became too large for the shrinking
student base.

21ﬁaﬁﬁ%§mﬁ,mmaﬁtmmﬂuﬁmm$ﬁwa§3mﬁ

T

With cuts in public spending, universities turned to international students for
revenue through higher tuition fees.

Ardstiorh @ 7 FeldY & ary, faeafdeareral o HaRrsdrT STEl 4 3T e o Aored
9TC et T 3T 3YATT|

In 2023, international students formed 22% in U.K., 24% in Australia, 30% in Canada,
and 27% in U.S. Ilvy League schools.

2023 #, IRASET BT L. H 22%, HETAAT & 24%, FA13T & 30%, 3 AT &F
gt offar el & 27% |

However, recently Australia and Canada capped student numbers and U.K.
introduced new rules in 2024, reducing visa applications.

gl &1 A ireeforar 3R st o orE! i gEar difAd f HR g.#. F 2024 7 70 g areg
forw, Torad A 3mdeat & HaT 3mS|

These restrictions have led to redundancies and financial stress, pushing universities
to look towards India to diversify revenue.

o ufaeet o Al geet 3R e d@wve &1 o e, orad aeafacamert  sRa &1 3K
7@ g arfe Teiea & @Ya 3y fve 51 @)

What are some of the challenges?

g1 WIHA FIT FAIfaAT giaft?
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e India has a young population and gross enrolment ratio just under 30%, offering
immense opportunity.

HIC T JaT TAHEAT 3R 30% @ GIST F Wehvel ATHIT [T B1ot b HRUT TgT IR
. w%l
e However, branch campuses in China, Southeast Asia, and West & Central Asia
have had a mixed record, with some facing losses and exit.

glelite, e, gfaror-qd vflra, 31X affesr 7 wear vl & arar aRest &1 fAfAe veeker w@r
€, O HIHc H FharT 3R AT e 1 [Eafd w=i|

¢ India has 40 million+ students, but the average affordability remains low, though
economic growth may change this.

R 7 4 F03 & 310 o1 €, ARrT 3iaa s svarar 1 8, et nfie gaftr sa
a&of el

¢ India lacks a sufficient number of good quality HEIls; most are average to mediocre,
making branch campuses potentially better in comparison.

HRA H e J[OTadT aTel HEATAT T FEAT IHqATeH o; ferepier sdftwa ar 3w i g, safav

faeft emam IRER JoreTers §9 ¥ d5cR fdehed gl #ohd &1

¢ Many Indian students study abroad to emigrate, but others want to work in India, and
may choose foreign degrees at home.

s R BT FaTHeT & ToIv faeer S &, ofehel o SR F F1 FT0 Ured ¢ AR I aar
# el feaf 1 wrufRewar & gea E

¢ Inthe short to medium term, even if a dozen or two campuses open, student intake
will be small.

dcHTer & AEAH Iafer &, o707 ) Uar A7 &Y goter IRER Yo, T 8 o7 wear Wfda & giem|

e The initial response of Indian students will be crucial in determining the future
trajectory.

AT BTl Y IR gfafsrar & sfasa Y fam 73 e 7 FAgcaqpr i@ Hemeat
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Iranian missiles fired in the wake of
U.S. strikes cause damage in Tel Aviv

Iran launched more than 40 missiles toward Israel on Sunday morning, injuring 23 people and destroying apartment
buildings and homes in three cities; Israel strikes dozens of targets in the Islamic nation including in Bushehr and Yazd

Associated Press
TEL AVIV

Hours after the U.S. struck
three Iranian nuclear sites,
Iran launched more than
40 missiles toward Israel
on Sunday, wounding 23
people and destroying
apartment buildings and
homes in three cities.

At an impact site in Tel
Aviv, the blast had sheared
off the face of a multistory
residential building and
damaged several others —
including a nursing home
—in aradius of hundreds of
metres. But only a few peo-
ple were wounded, as ma-
ny residents had been
evacuated and others

27 ,,'& i ’,,.

Damage control: Emergency responders gather outside a building
at the site of an Iranian strike in in Tel Aviv on Sunday. GETTY IMAGES

made it to bomb shelters.
Deputy Mayor Haim Go-
ren, who assisted at the
scene, said it was neverthe-
less “miraculous” that

more people were not
hurt. Relatives and health
aides helped residents —
many with wheelchairs or
walkers — to leave the nurs-

ing home, where windows
were blown out up to the
top on the 11th floor.

Meanwhile, the Israeli
military said its fighter jets
had struck “dozens” of tar-
gets across Iran on Sunday,
including a long-range mis-
sile site in Yazd in the
centre of the country for
the first time.

A statement said that
“approximately 30 IAF (air
force) fighter jets struck
dozens of military targets
throughout Iran” — includ-
ing “the ‘Tmam Hussein’
Strategic Missile Command
Center in the Yazd area’.

The statement also con-
firmed strikes on missile
launchers in Bushehr pro-

Iranian Missiles Fired After U.S. Strikes

AN g & T1g S0+ fAaTe qreft a18

Iran launched more than 40 missiles toward Israel on Sunday morning, injuring 23

vince, where a “massive
explosion” was reported
by Iranian media on Sun-
day, as well as in Ahvaz in
the southwest and central
Isfahan.

Isfahan is home to a ura-
nium conversion facility
targeted by more than two
dozen missiles fired from a
U.S. submarine in West
Asia overnight.

Meanwhile, Iran’s
Health Ministry acknow-
ledged Sunday that U.S.
strikes on the country’s nu-
clear facilities had wound-
ed an unspecified number
of people, but none
“showed any signs of ra-
dioactive contamination”
after seeking treatment.

people and destroying apartment buildings and homes in three cities.

ST o UIAR Gag 40 W HUF Aarse gorrgs H1 3K arft, forast 23 T g ge ik
et et 7 3rareaT 3R R Ase gy v

« Hours after the U.S. struck three Iranian nuclear sites, Iran launched the attack.
IARHT G@RT et S AT Tl I A FIA F TS 6 916, ST o T§ g (T |

o At an impact site in Tel Aviv, the blast had sheared off the face of a multistory
residential building and damaged several others — including a nursing home — in a

radius of hundreds of metres.

A 3rha & I3 FU T FATRIE A U TgATSIOT AT $ARG o feear 337 e AR

Hegl #lie B AR & 3177 SHARCT T — Toetal veh AR g1 o ennfdver § — arfey wg=ms|
e Only a few people were wounded, as many residents had been evacuated and

others made it to bomb shelters.

mwmm@mﬁﬁmﬁﬁmamwmmmmalﬂ?ﬁ
q?g”’irm@rl
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o Deputy Mayor Haim Goren, who assisted at the scene, said it was nevertheless
“miraculous” that more people were not hurt.

39 AETGR 8 IR, ST TeArEdd W ANGE A, A FaT 6 Ig U "gdqewr § & 3R 3R
SIERCIEEE

¢ Relatives and health aides helped residents — many with wheelchairs or walkers — to
leave the nursing home, where windows were blown out up to the 11th floor.

RedeRY 3k FaEeT HErE! & ITHRT AT AT TR TET aTel Hariadt o AT @ o
aTeX fishrer, Stet 1141 wfarer a= st e o o

Israeli Strikes on Iran

ST T oIS & g

o The Israeli military said its fighter jets had struck “dozens” of targets across Iran on
Sunday, including a long-range missile site in Yazd.

SISl el o gl foh 3Heh oI3Teh TadATaAl of IATR h1 G 0T 7 "gotat” fSwmait b fevermain
AT, Tored I9g # o welt gt i Aramser wrse o enfaer oY
o A statement said that “approximately 30 IAF fighter jets struck dozens of military

targets throughout Iran” — including the ‘lmam Hussein’ Strategic Missile Command
Center in Yazd area.

Teh STl H g1 a7 o SaTe7aT 30 IAF @31 FaAmeil & QU $30e & goiat Her el o1
mm—%ﬂﬁmmﬁ'mgﬂ? AR s FaATE AT ot AT 1

e The statement also confirmed strikes on missile launchers in Bushehr province,
where a “massive explosion” was reported by Iranian media on Sunday.

ST H AT I H AW Aol W g I iSe 61 778, 767 $0it A7 o7 "afryor
el & gaar &

« Additional strikes were also carried out in Ahvaz in the southwest and central Isfahan.
AR gaer gfaror-aiRast srgarer 31K Fd sEwen # o fpw a7

o Isfahan is home to a uranium conversion facility targeted by more than two dozen
missiles fired from a U.S. submarine in West Asia overnight.

FEREI A Ueh P forarsr waiaor Fiyem & ford afvesr ol 7 v 3raARE$r qagedt A ar
&l & AT FAATE grRTRt 2T S=imr 73|

U.S. Strikes and Iranian Response

AR go 3R ST wfaferan

e Iran’s Health Ministry acknowledged Sunday that U.S. strikes on the country’s
nuclear facilities had wounded an unspecified number of people.

U & TAELT HATY o WATR T Tleh foham ok er Y aamop giaumsit o srARd
gHdl A F& Al Fr A IS g
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But none “showed any signs of radioactive contamination” after seeking treatment.

ekt Sollol et o aTe; fahelt 3F off "Yi3aersdt yqwor & waor a7t urw a1v |

GS Paper I1I: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, IS)

1.

NIA arrests two men for ‘harbouring’ terrorists behind
Pahalgam attack

YR oldTH §Hol & TATHAT HI "ARUT " F IRT A TAHET
al e Y RFar [

. Stealth frigate INS Tamal to be commissioned on July 1

oy e HETATH TAT 1 TS FY AT 7 anfdrer e
STt

. Gadgets increase the risk of hearing loss, say experts

AT | FoTal Y &THAT T FT ol 96T 8, [IATAT o Fgl

. DGCA launches comprehensive audit to enhance

aviation safety
3339+ YI&T 9g17 & AT DGCA & sT9e 3if3e & frar

. India could achieve quantum communication using

satellite by 2030, says lIT-Delhi Professor
IT-fEeel & NHET FT FgaT & T AR 2030 dF 3YIE &

ATETH A FIICH IR YT Y HhdT &

. Blowout: when the lid flies off

SAI3T3T: 59 SFhel 3T ATAT &

. Theft and compensation: On news publishers and Al

models

Y 3R FIMTAT: FATEIR yHTRH HR IS Al W

. Recognising Adivasi identity in the Census

STAIOTT H 3MTfeardY 9g=neT I AIdT
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9. India trails in critical tech, particularly semiconductor

tech

Hecaqul daheitel 3 R et iy 7o & fiFsae
ddeile A
10. Expansionary policies in a slowing economy

i) g srdeaavyr & Rearad fAifear

11.

REITs right for you?

4T REITs 3m9% fow @@y £2

12. How new-age apparel brands are stitching the next
wave of growth

HFA AT TAS F IR 575 I A B g E

NIA arrests two men for ‘harbouring

The Hindu Bureau
SRINAGAR

In a major breakthrough in
the Pahalgam terror attack
case, the National Investi-
gation Agency (NIA) has ar-
rested two men for alleged-
ly harbouring the terrorists
who carried out the hei-
nous operation which took
the life of 26 civilians.

The accused have been
identified as Parvaiz Ah-
mad Jothar from Batkote
and Bashir Ahmad Jothar
of Hill Park. Both Batkote
and Hill Park are in
Pahalgam.

They purportedly dis-
closed the identities of the
three armed terrorists in-
volved in the attack, and al-

The Chlef of the Army Staff, General Upendra Dwivedi, in Kashmir
on Sunday to review security situation. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

so confirmed that they
were from Pakistan and af-
filiated to the proscribed

terrorist outfit Lashkar-e-

Taiba (LeT). “Parvaiz and
Bashir had knowingly har-

boured the three armed
terrorists at a seasonal
dhok [hut] at Hill Park be-
fore the attack, as per NIA
investigations. The two
men had provided food,

shelter and logistical sup-
port to the terrorists, who
had, on the fateful after-
noon, selectively killed the
tourists on the basis of
their religious identity,
making it one of the most
gruesome terrorist attacks
ever,” the agency said.

The NIA has arrested
the two accused under
Section 19 of the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act,
and further investigations
are going on.

The Jammu & Kashmir
Police had also released
the sketches of three sus-
pects. The police an-
nounced a reward of 320
lakh for those who provide
information about their
whereabouts.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page3o



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

www.patrioticias.in

NIA arrests two men for ‘harbouring’ terrorists behind
Pahalgam attack

YRTINTH g & ATATHAT Y "IROT A" F IRT H TANST A &
e Y PRFarR fFar

In a major breakthrough in the Pahalgam terror attack case, the National Investigation
Agency (NIA) has arrested two men for allegedly harbouring the terrorists who carried
out the heinous operation which took the life of 26 civilians.

TR AT §HA & ATHS A T T8 hAdT F ded AT ST TAHT (NIA) F 26 ARSI Y
ST olst aTeY 3Tl &Y AROT & F IR & ) SFfFaa) F PRFIR fFar g

e The accused have been identified as Parvaiz Ahmad Jothar from Batkote and Bashir
Ahmad Jothar of Hill Park.

HRITAAT S TgaTeT aTehie & WA 3gAE AR 3R Bl a1 & 72 3587 NYR & §9
ERER]

o Both Batkote and Hill Park are in Pahalgam.
sTehIe 3R e I SiAT ugeren# # T §1

o They purportedly disclosed the identities of the three armed terrorists involved in the

attack, and also confirmed that they were from Pakistan and affiliated to the proscribed
terrorist outfit Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT).

3egiel AT T F gAA A AR ofieT T cfral iy ggmer IR A, AR give # f6
3 arfrEarer ¥ & 3R TR JTceht Hares Teav-u-dger (LeT) @ 53 9|

e “Parvaiz and Bashir had knowingly harboured the three armed terrorists at a
seasonal dhok [hut] at Hill Park before the attack, as per NIA investigations.

NIA #Y ST o AR, Tas AR 2R o Fraragrat Ao FereT ardafeal # gave @ wga
fEer urk & v AW el () A eror & oY

e The two men had provided food, shelter and logistical support to the terrorists, who
had, on the fateful afternoon, selectively killed the tourists on the basis of their
religious identity, making it one of the most gruesome terrorist attacks ever, the
agency said.

TSI & 318N, Glell sdfFadl o ATl 1 @1ed, AT AR AfAReeF TeraaT el S
oY, foiegiet 39 gHTeaqot A H, it IgareT F TR 9T TICHT Y ToTad §eT 1,
S8 I8 319 T o W@ FI TR g A § U ot 917

« The NIA has arrested the two accused under Section 19 of the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act, and further investigations are going on.

TAHTST o Gt 3T ot IRt arfafaferar () srfafaaer i arr 19 & qgd
Far frar 8, 3R st arsf Sl @
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¢ The Jammu & Kashmir Police had also released the sketches of three suspects.

SF-FeAR gfaw o off e wfdaat & v sl fve 2

e The police announced a reward of ¥20 lakh for those who provide information about
their whereabouts.

Yo o 3oteh T&ehTet o TR H SATeTeh T &o aTeil oh folT T20 AT T 11 TN foham &

National Investigation Agency (NIA)
TS ST TSAET (TAITET)

The National Investigation Agency (NIA) is India's premier counter-terrorism law
enforcement agency, established to investigate offenses affecting the sovereignty,
security, and integrity of the nation.

TSR ST THAHY (TANTET) SR hl GHE HTciehare [ Flefet Fade vaid! &, o8 e
T FTeTa, Y& A IWSaT 1 FHTTAT et aTel ITRTedt B STl & Forw et o aram &

It functions under the Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India.

IE HRA TER & I[§ AT & el F1 A |

Establishment and Historical Background

FyTgar 3R AT gesifa

o The NIA was officially formed on December 31, 2008, after the enactment of the
National Investigation Agency Act, 2008.

TA3TST 1 31 feHa 2008 F1 AT 1w T fRAATA, 2008 & TR gt & &I
TS §T & 1fSa fohar |

e The agency was created in response to the 26/11 Mumbai terror attacks, which
exposed major gaps in India's intelligence and counter-terrorism framework.

TSTHY T 370+ 26/11 S ATt §oell o 16 fomaT I, ToreeT AR 1 Gitwar il
rasarg e eTanit 7 st @ifFal i 3R R

e The Government recognized the need for a dedicated agency to handle terror-
related challenges, which led to NIA’s formation.

AR & HTdFare § et gatfaat & fues & fow v Ay void &1 smaegedar
aﬁm,ﬁ@maﬁca:rmgm

Mandate and Jurisdiction

FreRcT 3t rfer aF
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o The NIA's primary objective is to investigate and prosecute offenses that have
national and cross-border implications, especially related to terrorism and
insurgency.

TANHTST T HET 368 VA ORI T Srer 3R AT et 8, Toietent Isdr
3R HAT IR 94T 8l &, [V 3rdsarg 3R 3earg @ @efeid A A

o Under the NIA Act, the agency can investigate offenses listed in its Schedule,
including violations under laws like the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act,
1967, and the Atomic Energy Act, 1962.

TAINMST HTATATH & e, TE T AT ITHET A FeieEr RN & ST B
bl 8, Foa1e et arfafafer (Seramr) srfafare, 1967 R w0 39t
srfafaTa, 1962 51 el & Soerae MfAe §|

e The NIA operates under the Ministry of Home Affairs.
TANTST 378 HATerT & 37efleT S el gl

e It has pan-India jurisdiction and does not need special permission from states
to operate within their territories.

SHH HYUT 0 7 FAFR &1 § 31 38 Tat & forere sregafar oot hr smmaegenanr
sTel glar|
Jurisdiction and Powers

sfer & 3tk afFaat

o The NIA is empowered to investigate offenses that challenge India's
sovereignty, security, and integrity, including:

TA3TST T el I HHCT, YI&T 3R 3r@sar 1 Faledt S arer sraRra’ 1 sirer
e I QATd 9T g, FoeTs fAeT &
o Terrorist activities
= TR
o Bomb blasts
7 [AFwe
o Hijacking of aircraft and ships
@t 3T StEr=it Y sragor Y geaw
o Attacks on nuclear installations
AT gfasaral W gae
« The agency can take over investigations of offenses under the Acts specified
in the Schedule of the NIA Act.
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Ig TS UA3TST e i g # Afdse srfafaast & siaeta s arer
ORI Y ST 3799 §T H of Hebell gl

Organizational Structure

HISATCHE oTdT

o The Headquarters of the NIA is located in New Delhi.
TA3NST &l AT 78 et # A g

o ltis led by a Director General (DG), who is an officer from the Indian Police
Service (IPS).
SHeRI wicjcd HRAT gfad Q4T (IPS) & Teh 3TBRT GaRT fohdT STTell &, fSieg
AgIAEers (DG) T SITaT &

e Supporting officers include:
eI IR AF=ITeild gid &

o Special Director General / Additional Director General — assist in
strategic and operational matters.

ey #AgiAgers / sifaRea Agades - wEifas stk gareacas srt T
HEIdT XA 2|

o Inspector General (IG) — supervise zones or specialized divisions.
AgTANeTF (1G) — &Y A1 Ay sersat 1 fAeTor Fa &1

o Deputy Inspector General (DIG) — manage field operations and assist
IGs.

37 AgIfad1eT® (DIG) — AT TaX FY FRAAT & FuTford e ¢ 3 IG
TR I 2

o Superintendent of Police (SP) — lead investigative teams.
gfere 3reflats (SP) — ST gall &T Aicjed &Y &

o Additional SP and Deputy SP — support in investigations and
administrative work.

faRea SP 31X 39 SP — & 3R werwfas FrRIT 7 ggder Fa &1

o Subordinate ranks include Inspectors, Sub-Inspectors, ASls, Head
Constables, and Constables.

faret s 3 & AdeTs, 3u-AdeTs, ggraes 3u-Alers, g {urr
3R AUy enfae g &

Key Functions and Powers

qeT F 3R afFaat
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o The NIA is empowered to investigate and prosecute offenses related to
terrorism, waging war against the country, and other threats to national
security.

T3NS &1 HTAHATG, & F WS Ferr S3e 3N TS FR&T & Wk # STl arel
3T RIYT T S 3R AP 7 JAVFR wreT B

o It has the authority to conduct searches, seizures, and arrests in connection with
scheduled offenses.

g AR 3raRre & gt demell, stecd 3 AT e & 3R @ 81

e The agency coordinates with state police forces and other law enforcement
agencies for intelligence gathering and unified operations.

Ig Toidl T fAw Tl 3R 31 Hhiofet YacleT TSitaat & §re GRAAT ATy T
T R FAfaT FRATE & AT AT FIA B

o The NIA maintains databases of terrorist organizations and their operatives to
support intelligence sharing and planning.

TSNSV HTcoh! WIrSaAl AT SoTeh HEEAT T STRH Wil &, Forad GRpAT Wrgimehor
3 At # A A B

NIA (Amendment) Act, 2019
TAANTET (Fenrere) rfafaas, 2019

e In July 2019, the Indian Parliament passed the NIA (Amendment) Bill,
enhancing the agency's powers.

TS 2019 H, HRAT FHE A TS (Feerer) fadres o fora, fored Tordt
T et 9 TS |
« Expanded Jurisdiction: Empowers the NIA to investigate offenses

committed outside India, if they are against Indian citizens or affect Indian
interests.

Rraa 3f0FR a7 T3S0 #F YRA & 18T fFT T 3rawret 1 S Fe
3R &ar &, Ife 3 AR AR & @ame g a1 SR Bat #1 venfaa &
gl

« Additional Offenses: Brings new offenses such as human trafficking,

circulation of counterfeit currency, manufacture and sale of prohibited
arms, and cyber-terrorism under the NIA's purview.

FrfaRea sroer: ATeTd TR, STelt FaT 1 9AR, wfaafta gRaRt w1 fastor
3R faehY, 30T AR 3TdwaTg SIE AT 3TORrET S TANST & TSR &7 7 o
|
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Special NIA Courts
Y T3TET ST

o The NIA Act provides for the establishment of Special Courts for the trial of
scheduled offenses.

TANHTST HRATAIH o Tocd HTHFAT IRt o =21 TIeTor g Ay samarerat
T TATYAT T ITTTT & |

o As of December 2024, there are 51 Special NIA Courts across India, with
two courts in Ranchi and Jammu designated exclusively for NIA cases.

feHaT 2024 g%, %Ra 7 51 AW TAITET FARITeE €, S W RS A ar
3TETeld had TANTET ATHAT & faw fFuRa &

e These courts ensure speedy and fair trials, and have all powers of a Court
of Sessions under the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973.

& FarTerd At AR frsaat Aawes giAfRed wd § 3R 3o g3 witear wfe,
1973 & dgd T T 1 i AfFaar urea g1
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Stealth frigate INS Tamal to
be commissioned on July 1

This will be the last warship of Indian Navy to have been built outside India; it has 26% indigenous

components, including the BrahMos long-range cruise missile, and cutting-edge technologies

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

he Indian Navy is
Tall set to commis-
sion its latest

stealth multi-role frigate,
INS Tamal, at Kaliningrad
in Russia on July 1. This will
be the last warship of the
Navy to have been built
outside India and the
eighth in the series of Kri-
vak-class frigates inducted
from Russia over the past
two decades.

The ceremony will be
presided over by Western
Naval Commander Vice-
Admiral Sanjay J. Singh in
the presence of several
high-ranking Indian and
Russian government and
defence officials.

INS Tamal has been
built at Yantar Shipyard in
Kaliningrad, Russia, and is
the last warship to be in-
ducted from a foreign
source, in line with the Go-
vernment of India’s impe-
tus on the “Atmanirbhar
Bharat” and “Make in In-
dia” initiatives.

India, as part of the
broader contract for Tushil
class, is also building two
similar frigates, called the
Triput class, at Goa Shi-
pyard Ltd. with transfer of
technology and design as-

Address
Email Id

A class apart: INS Tushil, the seventh in the series of Krivak-class stealth frigates, seen during a
maritime exercise near the Gulf of Guinea on January 21, 2025. ANI

sistance from the Russian
side. By the conclusion of
this series of ships, the Na-
vy will be operating 10
ships with similar capabili-
ties and commonality in
equipment, weapon, and
sensor fit over four diffe-
rent classes.

Packed with features

The 125-metre-long, 3,900-
tonne warship features an
impressive blend of Indian
and Russian cutting-edge
technologies and Dbest
practices in warship con-

struction. The ship’s new
design provides it with en-
hanced stealth features
and greater stability cha-
racteristics. The number of
Made-in-India systems
have more than doubled to
33.

The ship has 26% indige-
nous components, includ-
ing the BrahMos long-
range cruise missile for tar-
geting both at sea and land.
It has significant arsenal
upgrades compared with
its predecessors.

The crew, comprising

over 250 personnel, have
undergone rigorous ashore
as well as afloat training in
extremely challenging win-
ter conditions of St. Peters-
burg and Kaliningrad in
Russia.

INS Tamal has succes-
sively completed extensive
sea trials undertaken over
three months, proving its
systems, weapons and
Sensors.

Upon commissioning,
INS Tamal will join the
Western Fleet, the “Sword
Arm” of the Indian Navy.

Stealth frigate
INS Tamal to be
commissioned
on July 1

o fhdle

HTETATH dHATT 1
STATS FY AT A
iAo fohaT
ST

The Indian Navy is all
set to commission its
latest stealth multi-
role frigate, INS
Tamal, at Kaliningrad
in Russia on July 1.

HIRAT AT 9=t
FAdleTaH Feey Tg-
it frele, smdweey
AT T 1 JeATS FI T
¥F Fifafaeane &
FHRE F & T
AR 2

e This will be the last
warship of the Navy to

have been built outside India and the eighth in the series of Krivak-class frigates
inducted from Russia over the past two decades.

T AT T HAH Jeeral g1 S TR & ae fAfdie g3 & IR Mo el A &7 &

enfPrer fr 315 harm-2oft Y smadt fhale gl
The ceremony will be presided over by Western Naval Commander Vice-Admiral
Sanjay J. Singh in the presence of several high-ranking Indian and Russian officials.
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I8 gARIE IR ARfAF AT asy iR gor7 3. R Hr 3regetar # arda i
wY afvss sftFRaET fr sufeafa & gem

INS Tamal has been built at Yantar Shipyard in Kaliningrad, Russia, and is the last
warship to be inducted from a foreign source, in line with the “Atmanirbhar Bharat”
and “Make in India” initiatives.

ITETATH TATH ) T & FIfQA TS 10U I RA9Aré 7 g3 a1 § 31K I8 fageh @
& anforer fonam STt arer 3faer geerda ghem, S "ITeAfAsR sIRa” 3R "AF g1 AT TgA
& 3TTET B

India, as part of the broader contract for Tushil class, is also building two similar

frigates, called the Triput class, at Goa Shipyard Ltd. with technology transfer and
design assistance from Russia.

R, R q3t & AT 3e]oer & g, & FATT fhdtew 1 Mar Roarg _fRz A ww @
awelte 3R Bamse weraar & w7 Aqe 99 & &9 7 &1 BT 8

By the end of this series of ships, the Navy will operate 10 ships with similar
capabilities and commonality in equipment, weapons, and sensors over four
different classes.

S HGell & 3 cleh, AT o TR TR IHeT-3rerar ATOrIY & FATT ardranait 3R sy,
R 3t Wt iy womeTar & @Y 10 ST gl

Packed with features

faarwansit & s

The 125-metre-long, 3,900-tonne warship features a blend of Indian and Russian
cutting-edge technologies and best practices in warship construction.

125 #HeX ¥, 3,900 T TTelt I§ JEUNT HRAT 3T T srcaryfas aweiat 3K
gt fAsfor it wafas fafeat o @sor g

The ship’s new design provides it with enhanced stealth features and greater
stability.

STETS T 7S TBoseT 38 dga¥ oo faeryansit 3R 3rftres RuRar vere sl B

The number of Made-in-India systems has more than doubled to 33.

Az-z7-3f2a1 yonfaat $r Tear s 33 T ADF BT TS B

The ship has 26% indigenous components, including the BrahMos long-range cruise
missile for targeting both at sea and land.

S8 STeTeT # 26% Faaelt ge B, od wog AR offd Q= ox ey wrea & forw seatw ot
1 1 et TS AA B

It has significant arsenal upgrades compared with its predecessors.

$H% AR H ool STgTsil T JolalT 7 AGeaqul Sewidet fhdT IAT T |

The crew, comprising over 250 personnel, have undergone rigorous training in both
ashore and afloat conditions in the harsh winters of St. Petersburg and Kaliningrad.
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3R T 7 FHiser flrator e fHar g

e INS Tamal has completed extensive sea trials over three months, proving its
systems, weapons and sensors.

IMETATH TATA & et AN A Telat AT gt Hal THETOT HholaTqdeh  fohv &, foraar
sah yonfera, gfRaRT siik dwd F1 gtz g8 81

e Upon commissioning, INS Tamal will join the Western Fleet, the “Sword Arm” of the
Indian Navy.

FHHILNA & §1C, HTSTATH JHATS R AT & “TeIdR aTfgel” AT AT arel TRGH a3
# enfHAe g Jrwam|
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Gadgets increase the risk
of hearlng loss, say experts

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Gadgets, including mobile
phones, earphones, head-
phones, high-volume
speakers, and television,
increase the risk of hearing
loss in youth, experts said
on Sunday.

Speaking at a webinar
on “Gadgets in ENT”, or-
ganised by The Hindu and
Naruvi Hospitals, Vellore,
panellists voiced concerns
over the effect of modern
technology.

“Noise-induced hearing
loss is a major neglected
public health challenge,
and requires advocacy for
implementation of beha-
vioural change,” Mary Ku-
rien, Professor and Head,
Department of ENT, Naruvi
Hospital, Vellore, said.

Early symptoms

Dr. Kurien said it was im-
portant to identify early
symptoms of ENT-related

1o
i HEALTHIER
1. CHOICES,
ajg’ HAPPIER

D | jVES.
HEALTHY
NSy CEmmae

INDIA

“ GADGETS
@2 INENT

problems, and that listen-
ers should be careful to not
use ill-fitting personal au-
dio devices.

Usage of gadgets aside,
sometimes, medicines, in-
cluding antibiotics, anti-
malarial drugs, diuretics,
and cancer medicines; and
conditions, including hy-
pertension, diabetes, ab-
normal cholesterol, obesi-
ty, infective meningitis,
and measles, could also
lead to deterioration in
hearing, Dr. Kurien said.

When people used a cot-
ton bud, it could damage
the delicate skin of the ear

canal, and may cause in-
fection, earache and tinni-
tus, and they also risked
puncturing the eardrum,
Sadhana Chandrababu,
practitioner in advanced
audiology with the Powys
Teaching Health Board,
National Health Service
(NHS), the U.K, said.

People should avoid
long exposure to high deci-
bel sounds, Vikram M.,
ENT consultant, Naruvi
Hospital, said.

“If you hear ringing or
humming sounds in your
ears when you leave work,
or you have to shout to be
heard by a co-worker at
your workplace, realise
that noise is a problem in
your office and could affect
your hearing in the long
run,” Dr. Vikram said.

The webinar was the
13th in a series of 15 under
the “Happy India Healthy
India” initiative presented
by Naruvi Hospitals in as-
sociation with The Hindu.

Gadgets increase the risk of hearing loss, say experts

ASITH | FoTer Y &THAT T T Gall 96T 8, TAATHAT o Fgl
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Gadgets, including mobile phones, earphones, headphones, high-volume
speakers, and television, increase the risk of hearing loss in youth, experts said
on Sunday.

A Y &TAAT T & A@A 1 91 8, faerw=t ¥ Idaw =t Fwa1

e Speaking at a webinar on “Gadgets in ENT”, organised by The Hindu and Naruvi
Hospitals, Vellore, panellists voiced concerns over the effect of modern technology.

"ENT # d9ieq” W g g 3i et giweew, deaR qan 3malifoid v af9ar o geransit
o YT THeIE & T T olend AT TS|

¢ “Noise-induced hearing loss is a major neglected public health challenge, and
requires advocacy for implementation of behavioural change,” said Mary Kurien,
Professor and Head, Department of ENT, Naruvi Hospital, Vellore.

A Fier, e 3R T, STeTer fauTTer, AT gifeee, dea o Fer % et ¥ i
e 1 g1fr voh Jo@ Sl wrdetfas wareey gald 8, 3R sas fov sgaeR # agere
T TR & 1”

Early symptoms and causes

URAS 87T 3 FROT

e Dr. Kurien said it was important to identify early symptoms of ENT-related problems,
and that listeners should be careful to not use ill-fitting personal audio devices.

ST, HRIA o g1 o §Taae & Waftra wAEAn3it & IRIAF F&I0i i ggursl el 2T
&, 3R 3TANTTHAT3IN T Tl TR arer HTFBAY FBASH T 3TANT AST FLaAT ARTI

e Usage of gadgets aside, sometimes medicines, including antibiotics, antimalarial
drugs, diuretics, and cancer medicines; and conditions like hypertension, diabetes,
abnormal cholesterol, obesity, infective meningitis, and measles could also lead to
deterioration in hearing, Dr. Kurien said.

ST, PRI o TR 1 ASeH & 3TN & 3relrar Hef-hHsll Taraifeay, #ARAT Hr g,
HAat®, AR FAT F gare S stwftr 3 S saE R, AT, AT FAwT,
Arerdr, shfFea Afasemsiew 3 aw siel Ry o gorer i arevar 7 frae w1 wror
o7 Hhcll & |

« When people used a cotton bud, it could damage the delicate skin of the ear canal,
and may cause infection, earache and tinnitus, and they also risked puncturing the

eardrum, said Sadhana Chandrababu, practitioner in advanced audiology with Powys
Teaching Health Board, NHS, U.K.

HTHAT TGaTq, TAUHTH, I.&. & uifad AT §ou a1 7 3eaa JifeAaian Radwa, &
ST o ST olYeT FieeT a3 T SEHTS I &, Al Tg HleT Y Tell Y ATo[F caaT I &Tfar

Page4 1

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

@W%mmmﬁwmﬁm% 3R 1 & 9 7 S FT Y
@A &

Precautionary advice

qratre et gerg

e People should avoid long exposure to high decibel sounds, said Vikram M., ENT
consultant, Naruvi Hospital.

1. faH T, SUAE) AEFR, ATRAY BITeUCd, = gl foh 9N T o) AT T T 3ATaTT
(78 3TqeT) & WIS W T AR

e “If you hear ringing or humming sounds in your ears when you leave work, or you
have to shout to be heard by a co-worker at your workplace, realise that noise is a
problem in your office and could affect your hearing in the long run,” Dr. Vikram said.

ST. Tasha &1 g, “319R 319 F1 § fAshrera T F1al & 6 A7 I A 3rarst goiat &, a1
3R H Gghal ¥ §1d A & ToIT e ggdT §, o TARSIT 3 3m9s sraterd 7 9K
UF FAEAT ¢ 3R TE AdF1fAT T § ATqhT Feiar Y a7e7am H1 qofId 7 Tohelr §17

Webinar initiative

afeaR gger

e The webinar was the 13th in a series of 15 under the “Happy India Healthy India”
initiative presented by Naruvi Hospitals in association with The Hindu.

I AfaaR "o ST 88 3 uge & dgd 15 F @ 1341 a1, [o A gifuesw 3
& fog & wgaeT & gEqd foham ara|
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DGCA launches comprehensive
audit to enhance aviation safety

S. Vijay Kumar
CHENNAI

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
launched a “Comprehen-
sive Safety Audit” to pro-
vide a holistic evaluation of
the aviation sector by met-
iculously examining safety,
operational efficiency and
regulatory compliance.

The aviation regulator’s
new audit framework is ex-
pected to proactively iden-
tify systemic vulnerabili-
ties, enhance resilience
and ensure strict adhe-
rence to the International
Civil Aviation Organiza-
tion’s (ICAO) Standards
and Recommended Prac-
tices (SARPs) and India’s
national aviation
objectives.

The move to strengthen
the safety infrastructure
comes days after the tragic
crash of London-bound Air
India flight AI-171 moments

after take off in Ahmeda-
bad, killing 241 people on
board and about 30 people
on the ground on June 12.

The DGCA said that tra-
ditionally, regulatory and
safety oversight functions
within Indian aviation have
been conducted in silos,
with different directorates
performing inspections
and audits specific to their
respective domains. These
activities included
planned/unplanned sur-
veillance inspections, ran-
dom spot-checks and ramp
inspections, which prima-
rily assessed compliance
and safety within indivi-
dual aviation.

“In a significant para-
digm shift, the Compre-
hensive Special Audit is de-
signed to transcend
existing siloed assess-
ments. This special audit
will focus on examining
the Safety Management
Systems (SMS), operational

The special audit will
supersede existing
assessments and aims
to get a 360-degree
evaluation of the
aviation ecosystem

practices, and regulatory
adherence across all avia-
tion domains. The goal is
to generate a 360-degree
evaluation of the aviation
ecosystem, reflecting both
its strengths and areas
needing improvement,”
the circular said.

Multidisciplinary teams
The special audit would be
conducted by multidisci-
plinary teams led by a se-
nior DGCA official as the
Lead Auditor, supported
by specialists from Flight
Standards, Air Safety, Air-
worthiness, Airspace & Air
Navigation Services, Li-
censing, and Aerodrome
Standards  directorates.

The teams would conduct
surprise inspections or
special audits as and when
required.

The audit process would
be a combination of tech-
niques, including docu-
ment and record reviews
to verify compliance, on-
site inspections of facilities
and equipment, structured
interviews with manage-
ment and operational staff,
simulation and training, re-
cord checks, and safety da-
ta trend analysis.

The special audits could
be initiated based on man-
datory triggers, such as
critical safety events (se-
rious incidents or acci-
dents), persistent regulato-
ry non-compliance,
operational  disruptions
etc.

The initiative, the DGCA
said, would reinforce In-
dia’s commitment to a
world-class aviation eco-
system.

DGCA launches comprehensive audit to enhance aviation

safety

333qeT I&T 9T & fAT DGCA A 419 (3T 4« frar

The Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) has launched a “Comprehensive

Safety Audit” to provide a holistic evaluation of the aviation sector by

meticulously examining safety, operational efficiency and regulatory compliance.

AN faAT AEfaeemery (DGCA) & "sqTas JIaw 3Hif3e” o« fhar & arf geam,
HATeTT &THAT 3 AT reqateret Y TRIAT & ST FIF 3F3AA 819 T GHT Hedihad

g ST 91|
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e The aviation regulator’'s new audit framework is expected to proactively identify
systemic vulnerabilities, enhance resilience, and ensure strict adherence to the
International Civil Aviation Organization’s (ICAO) Standards and Recommended
Practices (SARPs) and India’s national aviation objectives.

3350 AT FI 718 33T F@T T YoeTd FASRAT HT TihT ggarT, dadidmast
o, 3R ITRSET ARR fAATAT IS (ICAO) F AT 31T RAwIRE J21 9IRa &
TS 333 364N & WEA 9Telet 1 371G B

e The move to strengthen the safety infrastructure comes days after the tragic crash

of London-bound Air India flight Al-171 moments after take-off in Ahmedabad, killing
241 people on board and about 30 people on the ground on June 12.

F&TT T Y AT el T Ig Tgel 12 ST T HEHGETE § 33T 3e oh il F1G; eiget ST
T TR $f3aT Y FeTsT Al-171 & GHEARI 81 & $6 6 ol a16 3TS &, foreaT 241 @y
AT & 3R FTereTaT 30 AT ST 9T AR AT |

e The DGCA said that traditionally, regulatory and safety oversight functions within
Indian aviation have been conducted in silos, with different directorates performing
inspections and audits specific to their respective domains.

DGCA & T o THORETd &9 § SR 33391 7 famere 3% FRam ot #13F 3refer-
37197 FrsmaTt E@RT Fed T A T S T &, S 379e1-377 477 & 31eTan fordiaTor 3iX
IHfEE FA

e These activities included planned/unplanned surveillance inspections, random spot-

checks and ramp inspections, which primarily assessed compliance and safety
within individual aviation.

g1 aTfafafRt & 2vsre sregar/fRe Asre are e e, agfRes wic-aw sik
Yo ffator enfier &, S AETd: SATFaaTd 355TT # JrequTersT A FI&T T 3Teholel Fd I

¢ “In a significant paradigm shift, the Comprehensive Special Audit is designed to
transcend existing siloed assessments.

“Teh HgcaqUT gfSeaor aRaeer #, sarae faehy 3iif3e 1 Aisper fsnfara Aeaiw
gfSeaIor @ 3 SR & oI fSomse foham arar g

e This special audit will focus on examining the Safety Management Systems (SMS),
operational practices, and regulatory adherence across all aviation domains.

Ig faQY TS Hel 3557 &1 H Y& Tatrer Yorrelt (SMS), Famerer w3t 3R s
3T T ST TR ahfeed gram|

e The goal is to generate a 360-degree evaluation of the aviation ecosystem, reflecting
both its strengths and areas needing improvement.

SHeT 3652Y 33341 MRFEATART dF FT 360 3l HeATFaT AR T §, S 3HH
Horqforal 3R GUR A ATaeqHaT arel &= i e

Multidisciplinary teams

a'g-ﬁm ar:]
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The special audit would be conducted by multidisciplinary teams led by a senior
DGCA official as the Lead Auditor, supported by specialists from Flight Standards,
Air Safety, Airworthiness, Airspace & Air Navigation Services, Licensing, and
Aerodrome Standards directorates.

7 faQy 3if3e v aRss DGCA HFIHRY & Aqcd H g-Rwae AT ganr fhar siea,
oo wamse ¥3sH, TAR A9, wRE R, TIREw vd v ATy daiw, argdfder,
3R TR TéEEsw Agamerat & st enfier gt

The teams would conduct surprise inspections or special audits as and when
required.

& HTALTRATHR ratara fadraror a7 faay 3iffee i

Audit process and techniques

fEe uferar 3R d&sdid

The audit process would be a combination of techniques, including document and
record reviews, onsite inspections, structured interviews with management and
staff, simulation and training, record checks, and safety data trend analysis.

3iTf3e ufshar & gxaEst 3 Rars v galat, gse w Aderor, geaus 3R Faaiar &
ATy T AaTehR, Rapereret 3 gflrator, Repts s, 31K e Ser ygfer fReervor el
dehatlohl T AGTSTeT ATTH g1 |

The special audits could be initiated based on mandatory triggers, such as critical

safety events (serious incidents or accidents), persistent regulatory non-
compliance, operational disruptions, etc.

33X G TeATT (I3 TSATT AT GHSAY), AR FATHF Iec, Harere H qTET
311 Sie rfarard IR o 3R 9X f4ay 3iifse o« fohw o @ehd &1

The initiative, the DGCA said, would reinforce India’s commitment to a world-class
aviation ecosystem.

DGCA =t %gT o Ig Tl $TRd 1 frea-Fadiw 3550+ wRRufad a7 & ufey afdegwar

A |
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India could achieve quantum communication
using satellite by 2030, says IIT-Delhi Professor

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

India could be technologi-
cally capable of “quantum
communication” using sa-
tellites in the “next half a
decade”, Professor Bhas-
kar Kanseri of the Indian
Institute of Technology
(IIT)-Delhi told The Hindu
in an interview. His team
recently reported an in-
stance of quantum key dis-
tribution one kilometre
apart — the farthest such
transmission in India,
without connecting cables.

This, however, would
require large teams of well-
funded multidisciplinary
experts and the involve-
ment of start-ups which
are specifically geared to-
wards such ends, Professor
Kanseri said.

Safe quantum commu-
nication requires enabling
a sender and receiver to

Safe quantum communication
requires enabling a sender and
receiver to get ‘quantum keys.

get “quantum keys”, which
are made of streams of
photons — the carriers of
light. Quantum Key Distri-
bution (QKD) employs
principles of quantum me-
chanics: the incompletely
understood principles un-
derlying the behaviour of
atomic and sub-atomic par-
ticles, including photons.
While there are a couple
of approaches in using
QKD, one of them — said to

be the most secure but
technically harder to im-
plement — uses quantum
entanglement. Pairs of
photons are naturally ‘en-
tangled’, in a way that a
change in one instantane-
ously reflects in the other.
Applying this to encryp-
tion means that even the
mere attempt by a poten-
tial hacker into a QKD-se-
cured transmission of in-
formation becomes
apparent to those com-
municating, thus allowing
preventive measures.
While generating such
secure keys can be done
through physical net-
works, including fibre op-
tic cables, the goal is to be
able to do it in “free-space”
or without such interven-
ing wires. This is because
the cost of such transmis-
sions using cables rapidly
rises once the sender and
receiver are hundreds of

kilometres apart. Thus the
ideal step would be to in-
volve satellites, which can
act as an intermediary bet-
ween any two points even
if they are thousands of ki-
lometres apart.

However, using fibre op-
tic cables provides a stable
channel for quantum com-
munication which free-
space channels do not. At-
mospheric  disturbances
such as turbulence, air
flow, pollution, etc., partic-
ularly in a city such as the
Delhi National Capital Re-
gion, made it more “chal-
lenging” to demonstrate
free-space quantum com-
munication.

“The photon beam of
quantum channel diverges
and wanders due to these
disturbances and results in
more errors. Owing to
these reasons, the error
rates are generally higher
than the fibre ones. Ho-

wever, with better beam
control and optimisation,
there is a scope to reduce
these errors,” Professor
Kanseri said.

China had demonstrat-
ed satellite-based quantum
communication nearly one
decade ago, as they had a
head start in quantum
communication activities
since the early 2000s, he
surmised.

As an academic insti-
tute, IIT-Delhi’s experi-
ments in quantum commu-
nication so far were “proof
of concept (POC) nature”
conducted with a small
team of four to five stu-
dents, he explained.

In 2017 and 2020, re-
searchers at the University
of Science and Technology
of China, during multiple
instances, generated quan-
tum keys involving a satel-
lite and ground stations
1,000 and 1,700-km apart.

India could achieve quantum communication using satellite
by 2030, says lIT-Delhi Professor

IT-fEeel & IIHET FT FgaT ¢ o IR 2030 d 3998 & ATCIA &

FAICH FAR UTod FX Al §

India could be technologically capable of “quantum communication” using

satellites in the “next half a decade”, Professor Bhaskar Kanseri of lIT-Delhi told

The Hindu in an interview.
IT-eelt & Wbt e Fa8 o & B! AT §evey & Fe1 i HRa sraret are asf &
IYAE F ATETH ¥ "FICH AR FIA 3 dahel bl T T TATH &7 FFaT 8l

e His team recently reported an instance of quantum key distribution one kilometre
apart — the farthest such transmission in India, without connecting cables.

3eTehT €1 o gTeT &1 & U faraafiey Y gt o Farea Fait faawor (Quantum Key
Distribution) T #RT & HEW el GR—ATAT FHAT Gof T &

e This, however, would require large teams of well-funded multidisciplinary experts
and the involvement of start-ups which are specifically geared towards such ends.
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aaﬁmﬁvaﬁhﬁ%’wmgﬁwmmaﬁmsﬁ%mﬁmww#
FRIT FerE-3rcq I HeferY 1 3raedehar gl

o Safe quantum communication requires enabling a sender and receiver to get
“quantum keys”, which are made of streams of photons — the carriers of light.

TR FaTeH TR A 99F 3R Freaamat & S wrett Hr arist § S0 Faied Fioar
ST I SATAT &, ST Ih1eT & WATES el & |

¢ Quantum Key Distribution (QKD) employs principles of quantum mechanics: the
incompletely understood principles underlying the behaviour of atomic and sub-atomic
particles, including photons.

FaieH Feolt fAavoT (QKD) # Faics Fifaht & Rigerial 1 3uer giar 8, S 9Ty 3K 39-
YIATY] 0T, 51 o BlTeT, & cqag &l HTfoldd X & |

e While there are a couple of approaches in using QKD, one of them — said to be the
most secure but technically harder — uses quantum entanglement.

QKD # &3 gfSeahI0T 81 &, fSietdl & Teh ol T JIAIA olfehel dAeheieh! §F § hidet AT
ST &, 3R 3T Fa1eH IAHT (entanglement) FT 39397 81T &

o Pairs of photons are naturally ‘entangled’, in a way that a change in one
instantaneously reflects in the other.

Wi Y FAE Fareias T F ‘IS’ (entangled) g &, 5@d ter & 13 8f aRadaT
@Y # qa IR g |

e Applying this to encryption means even the mere attempt by a potential hacker
becomes apparent, thus allowing preventive measures.

SH USRI 3 A Yt &1 37 ¢ o & fehaT &1 v g € 3w et war ae Si1en 8, e
VHYTH & 3917 FT 57 T B

* While generating such secure keys can be done through physical networks, including
fibre optic cables, the goal is to do it in “free-space”, or without such wires.

U GiETd Siorat i siifas Aead (S o wrea 3ifCes Fae) & ATeTH @ 3ctet fhar
ST Hehell 8, olfehel o8 § 38 "HaFa HAReT (free-space)” H &I, Irell 9= ART |

e This is because the cost of transmissions using cables rises rapidly once the distance
is hundreds of kilometres.

v gEfAT § i st fraletet i gff W Fae & ATeaH § FaR Y A1 deit §
Tl g1

e Thus, the ideal step would be to involve satellites, which can act as an intermediary
between any two points even if they are thousands of kilometres apart.

SHTOIT, 3TTE HATHTS & o 3uargl S anfdrer fnam se, St %% goIR faretefier g fewrd
fenefy ofY 2T TSig3HT & o FETTEY & &9 & S F:T Fohdl &

e However, using fibre optic cables provides a stable channel for quantum
communication which free-space channels do not.

BT TR, BTSa 3o Faa FaicH FaR & fow FRUR Aa7el JaTeT e §, S A et
AeTel 81 & UTc|
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e Atmospheric disturbances such as turbulence, air flow, pollution, etc., particularly in
cities like Delhi NCR, make it more challenging to demonstrate free-space quantum
communication.

argHSC Jrenfay, S o argerfe, wewor, 3fe, faRiveny el T S el A, JFa
3raf¥er & FaeH FUR o 3R FdT Far 2 &

e “The photon beam of quantum channel diverges and wanders due to these
disturbances and results in more errors,” Professor Kanseri said.

WA HET 7 ShET, “SoT IRATAAT 3 HRUT Faiesd AeTel Y Brefar diar erd 31T srewet B,
o arftrs it scuet g 1

o “However, with better beam control and optimisation, there is scope to reduce these
errors.”

“glelifeh, dgar et fa=ror 3R Iregaeret & A1y 57 RN F F FI A FerAAN 517
e China had demonstrated satellite-based quantum communication nearly one
decade ago, as they had a head start since the early 2000s.

NeT 7 TTITHIT Tk E2UF Tg o ) 3YIE TR FaeH TR FHT UeeT T forar 4, F3ifh
37giet 2000 ¥ EAF Y YTHTA A €1 58 &7 & YRAF Fgd &= o Y|

e As an academic institute, lIT-Delhi’s experiments in quantum communication so far
were of “proof of concept (POC)” nature with a small team of 4-5 students.

T AaT0eh TEATH & §9 H, IT-Feelt & Faied HaR T4 316 deh dHael "I& A6
Hedce (POC)" ¥, [ieg 4-5 BT &Y BIEY €A caRT fohdT a1 27|
e In 2017 and 2020, researchers at the University of Science and Technology of China

generated quantum keys involving a satellite and ground stations 1,000 and 1,700-
km apart.

2017 31X 2020 #, e Fr FfAAREE 3T WFH U3 AT & MUHATHT F 379E 3R
1,000 & 1,700 Frateex g7 Ry Am3s T2l & e Faied AT Scuea & i
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Vasudevan Mukunth

A blowout is a type of accident
that happens at a natural-gas
or oil well when the
underground pressure pushing
gas upward suddenly
overpowers the equipment
meant to contain it.

In the normal course,
workers drill down to reach
gas trapped under rock. They
pump a thick substance called
drilling mud down and use
powerful valves called
blowout preventers to hold
the high pressure back. But if
the pressure inside the well
rises faster than the mud and
valves can resist — e.g.
because the valve is faulty or if
the weight of the mud
required has been
underestimated — the gas can
force its way up the bore.

On the way, the gas
becomes mixed with drilling
fluid, sand, and sometimes
even oil and shoots out at the
surface in an uncontrolled jet.
Because natural gas is
flammable, a spark can ignite
it to produce a towering
column of fire. This is a

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Afire burns at the Baghjan oil field in Assam’s Tinsukia
district in 2021, following a blowout. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

blowout. It endangers workers, can cause
explosions, and pollute the air.

Blowouts are also very expensive to stop and
often demand teams of specially skilled workers
working nonstop for days or even weeks to cap.
Last week, the Oil and Natural Gas Corporation,
Ltd. (ONGC) had mobilised well-control experts
from the U.S. to India after a well in Sivasagar
district in Assam suffered a blowout on June 12.
Thus far more than 1,500 people living in the
surrounding areas have been evacuated. On
June 21 the ONGC said the flow had been
brought under control.

2N

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in

with the subject ‘Daily page’

Blowout: when the lid flies off
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A blowout is a type of accident that happens at a natural-gas or oil well when the
underground pressure pushing gas upward suddenly overpowers the equipment
meant to contain it.

SAIIATE T YR Y gHEAT § ST WTHfas A7 97 A & FT W a9 gl § o9 A §F W
#1 AR AT FY e T HAIT Ga1T IHAF 38 UFad & fAT FATC 7T 3TF0T @
3T 8 ST &

e In the normal course, workers drill down to reach gas trapped under rock.
T iR 3 FHAAR Teert & A Gt Iy 7 sgaa F fow garg w1 ¢

e They pump a thick substance called drilling mud down and use powerful valves called
blowout preventers to hold the high pressure back.

3 A=y Fr 3R BT A AT ST Teref U F & 3R se33e MR e afFraemelt
qTed T 3T Fld & T 3T 19 &Y Udhed T HIH A ¢ |

o Butif the pressure inside the well rises faster than the mud and valves can resist —
e.g. because the valve is faulty or if the weight of the mud required has been
underestimated — the gas can force its way up the bore.

Afehet T FT & e TaTT Scfel ol @ F¢ 3 73 3 areq 39 g i s aw — o9
o QTed @S &1 AT AS FT Ioled HH ATHT IR-AT & — al I FIR Y 3R ST [Ahel hdl

gl

e On the way, the gas becomes mixed with drilling fluid, sand, and sometimes even
oil and shoots out at the surface in an uncontrolled jet.

T A, 3w B3 o, 39 3k Feft-ash da & ary e s # 33 908 w srfawfia
¢RT & &9 H ehordy B

o Because natural gas is flammable, a spark can ignite it to produce a towering
column of fire.

e arpfas e saereTedier i B, v R 58 sswTeT 3T & 39 T 7 dqo Fehdr
gl

e« This is a blowout. It endangers workers, can cause explosions, and pollute the air.
TET SANHTST FgaTdl | Ig FAARAT HY AT FT @aX & 3raar §, BEde T ghar g 3k

T YGNOT T FHROT Tl &

o Blowouts are also very expensive to stop and often demand teams of specially
skilled workers working nonstop for days or even weeks to cap.

Wmﬁma@mm%wmwﬁahw#mamﬁm
1 ReA-Tra 5 =t a1 gval & HTH T I5ar

o Last week, the Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Ltd. (ONGC) had mobilised well-
control experts from the U.S. to India after a well in Sivasagar district in Assam
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suffered a blowout on June 12.
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oo Hedrg, de vd Tfas dw faere fafies (ONGC) o sras & Rgwrr forer 7 12
T I T FC A SAIHTST & o1e; HANFT § R & vt hr &7 garg o1

e Thus far, more than 1,500 people living in the surrounding areas have been

evacuated.

319 R ITEITH & &A1 F W arer 1,500 § 340 At 1 e o g
e On June 21, the ONGC said the flow had been brought under control.
21 [ & ONGC & Far & 39 & w519 7 i w3 Par = )

he global economy is undergoing a
T significant transformation, marked by

shifts in trade policies and continuing
geopolitical tensions. We see a return of trade
wars, the review of tariffs by countries as well as a
surge in negotiations for bilateral trade
agreements. These have led to heightened
uncertainties, impacting not just trade but also
financial markets and economic growth
prospects.

With global trade dynamics evolving rapidly, it
could lead to a structural realignment of global
trade with long-term implications for trade and
investments. Businesses will have to weigh the
short-term challenges as well as long-term
opportunities. Industry has to re-strategise amid
rising costs, disrupted supply networks, and
asymmetric information. The United States is
India’s largest export destination accounting for
nearly one-fifth of India’s merchandise exports.
Therefore, uncertainties in the tarift regime in
this market severely impact the business of
Indian exporters. For certain sectors such as
marine, apparel, carpets, gems and jewellery,
pharmaceuticals, auto components, and
electronics, India’s dependence on the U.S.
market is very high. Additional tariffs would
erode margins of these exporters, particularly
Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME)s
and make their exports unviable.

Possible issues

However, the imposition of the U.S.s reciprocal
tariffs itself remains uncertain given the
possibility of interim deals and trade agreements
that the U.S. is negotiating with many countries
(including India) and also the recent order of the
U.S. Court of International Trade challenging the
imposition of reciprocal tariffs. Under such
uncertain scenarios, one cannot even accurately
assess whether Indian exporters will get any
relative tariff advantage vis-a-vis competing
countries such as China, Bangladesh or Vietnam
that was considered a high probability in the
initial assessment when reciprocal tariffs were

-

Harsha Vardhan
Agarwal

is President, The
Federation of Indian
Chambers of
Commerce &
Industry (FICCI)

Industry needs
o re-strategise
amidst rising
costs, disrupted
supply networks
and asymmetric
information

announced. Experts and economists have
highlighted that the direct impact of these tariffs
(if implemented) on the Indian economy is
expected to be limited due to India’s resilient
external economy, particularly rising
contribution of services exports, high
remittances, adequate forex reserves and low
current account deficit. However, the
uncertainties surrounding the tariffs are
detrimental for exporters planning new orders
and also their impact on decision making. In
addition, there is a risk of increased threat of
dumping into India by China and the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations looking to redirect
their surplus production.

Medium- to long-term opportunity
Despite the global headwinds, India stands to
benefit with the right strategy. The global
restructuring of trade offers India an opportunity
to become an integral part of the renewed global
supply chains. India needs a three-pronged
strategy — to manage external shocks; to ensure
domestic economic resilience and to leverage a
window of opportunity to enhance its global
exports. These key policy actions can be
considered. First, India has taken a proactive
approach by engaging early in Bilateral Trade
Agreement (BTA) negotiations with the U.S. Being
the first to conclude such an agreement could
give India a first-mover advantage. The BTA must
be crafted to ensure zero tariffs on sectors critical
to India’s interests, while cautiously opening up
areas without compromising national priorities.
India’s service exports to the U.S. remain robust
and it must be ensured that these are not
impacted. Liberalisation of tariffs with the U.S.
should be approached on a strictly bilateral basis.
Addressing non-tariff barriers (NTBs) will be
critical. Possibilities of mutual recognition
agreements must be explored. A swift yet
balanced trade deal will be key.

Second, the conclusion of an FTA with the UK.
is a huge positive. India must now pursue other
key FTAs with equal vigour. The early conclusion

of an FTA with the European Union ,
Comprehensive Economic Cooperation
Agreement with Australia and other important
partners will offer Indian exporters enhanced
market access in alternative markets.

Third, strengthening import monitoring
mechanisms becomes important in wake of a
greater risk of dumping into India. Trade
remedial measures should be deployed swiftly to
protect domestic industries from economic
damage.

Fourth, sustaining public capital expenditure is
vital in maintaining growth momentum amid
global headwinds. Continued public capex will
ensure that the domestic economy remains
resilient and also help to crowd-in private
investments over the medium term.

Fifth, monetary policy should continue to
remain accommodative. With inflation currently
under control and projected to be lower in
coming quarters, further rate cuts by the Reserve
Bank of India will help propel growth.

Sixth, anchor potential foreign investments
across sectors looking to diversify their supply
chains from China, Vietnam and other countries.
A focused approach would be required to target
global companies to set up shop in India.

Expedite reforms

Finally, work towards next generation reforms
and regulatory reforms — as proposed in the last
two Union Budgets — must be expedited.
Production-Linked Incentive (PLI) schemes must
be expanded to include other potential sectors
(e.g., hearables and wearables, IoT devices,
battery raw materials). These will help scale up
manufacturing, attract investment in critical
sectors, and build self-reliance.

While global uncertainties pose undeniable
challenges, they also offer an opportunity for
India to emerge as a global manufacturing hub
and be an integral part of the global supply
chains. Through strategic trade negotiations and
structural reforms, India can weather the storm
and emerge stronger.

Steering the Indian economy amidst global troubles

dRae gl & i IRAT rdicaadr #1 AR

The global economy is undergoing a significant transformation, marked by shifts
in trade policies and continuing geopolitical tensions.
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e srdfegavyr # Agcaqur IRadT 81 W1 B, I AR sAifaat #F e 3k @emaRr
IR T derat & R frar a3

We see a return of trade wars, the review of tariffs by countries as well as a surge in
negotiations for bilateral trade agreements.

§H SATIR JeuT T arael, it garT SRw @ afiem, 3R gfavefr samr @wstal & o
ST H AN @ R 2

These have led to heightened uncertainties, impacting not just trade but also financial
markets and economic growth prospects.

=8 sfAfRadan 8 €, S Fad AR & A8 afew R st 3R 3nfis fem #ir
FHTIATHT AT 3 Tenfad X W E

With global trade dynamics evolving rapidly, it could lead to a structural realignment
of global trade with long-term implications for trade and investments.

3TF IR T TIFET doll T g6l WY &, TTTY AR 3R der 9w Seifas gsma &

1Y Teh GLAATCHS JAEGT 81 Hhell o |
Businesses will have to weigh the short-term challenges as well as long-term
opportunities.

AR &1 easifad getfadl 3R drdeaifore 3rawri aldl 1 Hedishel HLe gran|
Industry has to re-strategise amid rising costs, disrupted supply networks, and
asymmetric information.

3¢ T Fgat amre, fafea srqfet s@enait, 3N 3w ae & o 78 e g
g

The United States is India’s largest export destination accounting for nearly one-fifth
of India’s merchandise exports.

WIFA T HARFT R 1 TG 37 AT a7cqeq 8, St 7Rl o AT e b spareqar
qreat EaT B

Therefore, uncertainties in the tariff regime in this market severely impact the business
of Indian exporters.

sOTIU 38 SToR & ¢RE sgaeyr Hr afAafRadar sdg Aatast & cagary ) 78R gema
STeldT g

For certain sectors such as marine, apparel, carpets, gems and jewellery,
pharmaceuticals, auto components, and electronics, India’'s dependence on the U.S.
market is very high.

foT 1T S AR AR R feiRelr sga o &

Additional tariffs would erode margins of these exporters, particularly Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) and make their exports unviable.

sfaRera TR 51 fAiaent & omer Anfoter 1 o T &, faQw &9 @ gaw, oy 3k 7o
3¢gHT (MSMEs) & fort, forad 3e7ehr faTa sregaeTR® &f Smeer|
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Possible issues
gfad gHEATT

e However, the imposition of the U.S.’s reciprocal tariffs itself remains uncertain given
the possibility of interim deals and trade agreements that the U.S. is negotiating with
many countries (including India) and also the recent order of the U.S. Court of
International Trade challenging the imposition of reciprocal tariffs.

graifen, I @Rt TREaRE e oy fre St 1 i wadf arfafRea s gs @
Faifer 3ANFT FS 22l (R TR & a1 3raRe gosta 3R saR gasial 9T ara=ha
T TET &, 3R 8T & # 3ANAY HATRTSET AR AT T 3Meer o 5§ R TaTed 307
T ¢

e Under such uncertain scenarios, one cannot even accurately assess whether Indian
exporters will get any relative tariff advantage vis-a-vis competing countries such as

China, Bangladesh or Vietnam that was considered a high probability in the initial
assessment when reciprocal tariffs were announced.

e sifafRaa aRged 7 a5 wéF w9 @ Feaiaed Fe Hid § & s faatast @1 9,
ST I7 R S wicrededt et & aenree s SR ATer Felam 21 =7, Sir earmet
HThelel H FHHT AT IAT AT ST IREIRE ¢RE FHr aiwor i 715 Y|

o Experts and economists have highlighted that the direct impact of these tariffs (if
implemented) on the Indian economy is expected to be limited due to India’s resilient
external economy, particularly rising contribution of services exports, high
remittances, adequate forex reserves and low current account deficit.

Tt 3 el & aar & o afe 3 R sy gla €, A Soterr SR srdfegaean
Y YcgaT THTT WA TgeT T THTGT §, FiToh TR T a1 qcqaw T adiely § — AW
& 4 Aa1 fa 7 Fgelt smeferdy, 3o Gwor, e feed Jer 873, 3R For ave @rar arer
ST R o HROT|

e However, the uncertainties surrounding the tariffs are detrimental for exporters
planning new orders and also their impact on decision making.

grefifen, SR® F 3 ArfafReaaare 3o faTaent & fow gfaesre § S aw 3 1 deen
1 e & 31K T8 359 Ak a9 v afsvar s of yanfag axdr g1

e In addition, there is a risk of increased threat of dumping into India by China and the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations looking to redirect their surplus production.

g TR, e 3R fAror-qd vfras Geit & Werss (ASEAN) garr 39+ srfaRea
IUTEsT T $TRA H 59 X HT T Y 9¢ Tl &

Medium- to long-term opportunity

AegH ¥ ed1fas 3quT
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o Despite the global headwinds, India stands to benefit with the right strategy.
s wfageranat & Srac(e, AR T 7E WA & A1 ATe (Ao Fohell B

e The global restructuring of trade offers India an opportunity to become an integral
part of the renewed global supply chains.

3fRTe SATIR Gerataet TR o1 et dRaw 3mqfet s@rensit 1 3rfdeer fwwr sofa &t
3HTE ETeT A &

e India needs a three-pronged strategy — to manage external shocks; to ensure
domestic economic resilience and to leverage a window of opportunity to enhance
its global exports.

R T Toh FX-rareY ToTelifer i JiTaregencll & — aTedt greh o1 Jaitiel hiet, Bl TAF
arfiaTye giARad we, 3R e fafa see & fav v srgar it f@sd 1 3uaier =
& forT|

e These key policy actions can be considered.

ST W@ i 3urat o) fra R ST aeh B

Bilateral Trade Agreement with the U.S.
g s AN & a1y gfavafy saar gositar

e India has taken a proactive approach by engaging early in Bilateral Trade Agreement
(BTA) negotiations with the U.S.

AN & §gFa T HANET & 1Y gfavafir AR gastar (BTA) ardisi 7 siedr anfier
gleny s gffemIor r9era & |

o Being the first to conclude such an agreement could give India a first-mover
advantage.

U AN T ggd G FIA @ HRA I F4H7 ga2ft amsr [fe g g

o The BTA must be crafted to ensure zero tariffs on sectors critical to India’s interests,
while cautiously opening up areas without compromising national priorities.

BTA &I 58 cRg <R ohalT STi=ll =1 foh R & foar & 53 411 & o= R gl g
3R i wrafAwanHt @ gasiiar e f9ar 3w a1at S araurEiivds @i o 9|

e India’s service exports to the U.S. remain robust and it must be ensured that these are
not impacted.

IR T T frded 3TARHT AT FoTele s1=11 §31 & AR g FraARad foham S anfew foh s
TR HIS AT T I3

o Liberalisation of tariffs with the U.S. should be approached on a strictly bilateral
basis.

AR & A1 RE FERIHIT 1 TE& § gRAwafiT MR o o= S @

e Addressing non-tariff barriers (NTBs) will be critical.

R aTemsit (NTBs) T Salftid FXeT #Ageayur grem|
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e Possibilities of mutual recognition agreements must be explored.
IREIRSF AT AT T THTGATAT T IAT ST ST AT

o A swift yet balanced trade deal will be key.

Teh A AT gford SaMIR FASIAT FgeaquT gam|

FTA with the U.K. and others
&, AR 3= St F |y THdT

e The conclusion of an FTA with the U.K. is a huge positive.
. F. & HI THET T FATT Teh a3T HFRICHF HEH o
e India must now pursue other key FTAs with equal vigour.

HI Y 39 3T HAEcdYUT THEIT FHl HATT 3cATE @ AT qGI=1T MgV

e The early conclusion of an FTA with the European Union, Comprehensive
Economic Cooperation Agreement with Australia and other important partners will
offer Indian exporters enhanced market access in alternative markets.

TUNT 69 & A THAT, Jreeforn & Wiy saraw i @A gastian, 3R 3
Heca Ul HSIGRT & AT 2ffer FATTeT & e frafaat #t dwfeus aemi & dgav aeR
g Al

Trade defence and monitoring

SR & AR fAarrad

e Strengthening import monitoring mechanisms becomes important in wake of a
greater risk of dumping into India.

Wﬁéﬁﬁ#aﬁﬁaﬁé@ﬁg@mmmﬁmﬁmmawaw
gl

o Trade remedial measures should be deployed swiftly to protect domestic industries
from economic damage.

TS AN Y HAF FHdTeT & ToTo) & {0 SATIR GRaTeAs 39T 1 cafed T & @19
[CRICISINY

Public capital expenditure

AT Telera I

e Sustaining public capital expenditure is vital in maintaining growth momentum amid
global headwinds.

aftes wfageranat & ara R i aifer qeare W@ & fov arsfas geira saa same
TGAT HAd Fgeaqot 8
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e Continued public capex will ensure that the domestic economy remains resilient and
also help to crowd-in private investments over the medium term.

TR AT AT TE GiATRTd YT o w¥e] srdegawyr aiielt =it @ 3ik weas
3af 7 Al A Y 3T &= 7 #Ace A |

Monetary policy stance

Alfges AT FT 3@
¢ Monetary policy should continue to remain accommodative.
Al Afa = gaEmESh g @ gl

« With inflation currently under control and projected to be lower in coming quarters,
further rate cuts by the Reserve Bank of India will help propel growth.

e geidTe 7 Agan$ fgor 7 § 3R smen# fasnfeal F g6 3t w9 @ 7 FeTEe €,
SHTOIT HRAT Rerd d% ganr 31 # 31k weld & e it aifa et

Foreign investments and supply chain shift

fadeft fararer 3ilv amqfet e F agame

e Anchor potential foreign investments across sectors looking to diversify their supply
chains from China, Vietham and other countries.

e, Rraaem 3R 3w aeif @ 3mqfet @ 7 RAfyerar e A deren gon @) Fufaai &
fadeft fader a1 s7Ra A fER e Tifig |

o A focused approach would be required to target global companies to set up shop in
India.

ART # ARTF FuAAT Y 3T o & AT v Fied wrEfa 3magew gl

Expedite reforms
FURT 7 dsit

o Work towards next generation reforms and regulatory reforms — as proposed in the
last two Union Budgets — must be expedited.

3rTelt Y & PR 3R s Furt — siar & R &t S0 aeret 7 searfad B
0T AT — T ASHT F AR T ST =1V |

e Production-Linked Incentive (PLI) schemes must be expanded to include other
potential sectors (e.g., hearables and wearables, 10T devices, battery raw materials).

3cuTes & 31 Nedge (PLI) Arsrenait &l faeamRe foham S =nfge arfes & 3w gsiad
&A1 (S RUtEed, 3T, loT f3arsdst, deft & wed ATd) o1 of anfFer #Y|

o These will help scale up manufacturing, attract investment in critical sectors, and
build self-reliance.
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Compensatmg theft

News publishers must have legal
protection from Al systems

L arge language artificial intelligence mo-

dels are fuelled by content on the Inter-

net, and much of this content comprises
news reports gathered, curated and published by
media professionals and organisations with de-
cades of experience. As creative industries reck-
on with their labour getting diffused into unac-
countable clusters of graphics processing units
that reproduce styles and spit out human-level
artwork in mere seconds, the news industry has
reason to fear the compounding of permission-
less innovation into an existentially threatening
heist of several lifetimes of work. Previous waves
of digitisation peeled away captive audiences
from print and broadcast media by replacing
these with a web-charged attention economy,
and Big Tech platforms further squeezed news
media’s place in these rapid transformations by
often short-changing the very sources of informa-
tion that their businesses relied on to be useful to
the public. In a landscape where even precarious
business models in the Internet age are threa-
tened by a reluctance to pay for news and declin-
ing public trust in professional news-gathering,
Al may very well be a body blow. It is clear: Al
firms, with their billions in market capitalisation,
must not be permitted to just take what they
want from the Internet, synthesise these inputs
into monetised insights, and pretend that the
whole process is a form of victimless, innovative
progress. Publishers have a clear right to decide
who gets to hoover up their entire corpuses, and
to ensure that their businesses benefit from the
Al wave. To this end, the Department for Promo-
tion of Industry and Internal Trade’s committee
on copyright and Al is a welcome step.

This is not a decelerationist, or “decel” de-
mand, as those who advocate for rapid Al deve-
lopment might be quick to say. The news indus-
try has fought as search giants and social media
companies profited enormously on the back of its
content and set the terms for how the financial
benefits flowed back to it. That cannot be permit-
ted to happen — as social media platforms turn
more and more into video-focused walled gar-
dens, discouraging even a step outside their
apps. For the news organisations, the avenues to
earn are shrinking. As Al-generated overviews of
news content with source links are reduced to a
footnote, it is time for compensation to be nego-
tiated at the time of publishers’ content being
scraped from their websites in the first place. Al
firms may claim “fair use” in model training, but
there is nothing fair — morally or legally — about
accessing and disseminating troves of news with-
out taking the creators and processors into confi-
dence. News publishers and policymakers must
now fight for their share in the Al era.
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o While global uncertainties pose undeniable challenges,
they also offer an opportunity for India to emerge as a global
manufacturing hub and be an integral part of the global
supply chains.

g, 38T I8 R F1 A= RAfAHATr Fg 5o 31k AR amyfet
a3t w1 e AT a7 @1 srgwT of & 2

o Through strategic trade negotiations and structural
reforms, India can weather the storm and emerge stronger.

TOTAIF SATIR ATAT3i 3R ETEeATcrs GURT & ATCTH § R
ST geitforal & 33N 3R il weea a7 Fhar

Theft and compensation: On news
publishers and Al models

I 3R FITTAT: FATIR FH1erHi 3R
T3TE ATSal 9T

Large language artificial intelligence models are
fuelled by content on the Internet, and much of this
content comprises news reports gathered, curated
and published by media professionals and
organisations with decades of experience.

93 HTYTS FTAA JeftraAar Alsd Seteie W Al Il &
waTfed 81 €, 31 o7 amwfat & srftwier e Raé
g1 § O AT SR 3R FEumt gan gerst &
IT3a § T, sgafeyd AR g fFam arar B

e As creative industries reckon with their labour getting
diffused into unaccountable clusters of graphics processing
units that reproduce styles and spit out human-level artwork
in mere seconds, the news industry has reason to fear the
compounding of permission-less innovation into an
existentially threatening heist of several lifetimes of work.

STel AT 36T 3T 4 ! Mfhera NARAT Ifacw &
3ETSE Tl A FAWRAT 4T I & SN $S &1 Aehsl H AAT-Fad
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FATF A TN X & §, T HATAR IEANT 1 SH STl T T & T T9a1 3efAT & FAaIR,
FS Sgat T AgeTd 1 A 7 S GohaT B

e Previous waves of digitisation peeled away captive audiences from print and
broadcast media by replacing these with a web-charged attention economy, and Big
Tech platforms further squeezed news media’s place in these rapid transformations by
often short-changing the very sources of information that their businesses relied on
to be useful to the public.

Tgel o Bfoeeiaor & gRi o e 3tk yarvr #ifgar & gfascy gt & aw smanfa e
HFgaEyT A s feam, 3R T8 et Hufaal o 39 I Seota H§ AR AT Hr
STaTE ot A o FepTerey o e, ariifeh Sogiel UTr: =61 WAt Hial ohl e T ToTel T
3oToh SAATT ST & foIv 3UAY §etet & forw favew &

¢ In alandscape where even precarious business models in the Internet age are
threatened by a reluctance to pay for news and declining public trust in professional
news-gathering, Al may very well be a body blow.

U FEUTT & 78T Sexaie T & AU SR Alse 31 FAMER & fAw sperarer # srfaest
3R IR TAAR-TIE H STdT F "ed faard § TR # &, 9T TS U 937 3erd drfad
S aHar gl

o ltis clear: Al firms, with their billions in market capitalisation, must not be permitted
to just take what they want from the Internet, synthesise these inputs into monetised

insights, and pretend that the whole process is a form of victimless, innovative
progress.

Ig TISC & TS Hufadl, fSITeht qTeI Yt 3ral & §, 1 T 31T o781 &1 STt w1 fah
3 $eTeie § ST A1 30T of, 38 AT ARl 7 96 ¢, 3R I8 @ i a8
gfsrar faer NifEat areT FaEr &

+ Publishers have a clear right to decide who gets to hoover up their entire corpuses,
and to ensure that their businesses benefit from the Al wave.

YHTRII T Ig T FR & foh & T Y foh leT 3eTeh HYOT STETEH T 3TINT H o
Hehell 8, 3R Tg AT Y o 3¢ TME Y 6T & ATGATAF wirer AT |

e To this end, the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade’s
committee on copyright and Al is a welcome step.

33 foem &, e 3 rafe samaR Fats s Hr sidrge 3t v w afafa
THRICHE F&H ¢ |

Need for Fair Compensation

3fAa AHTER AT ITARIHAT

e This is not a decelerationist, or “decel” demand, as those who advocate for rapid Al
development might be quick to say.
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g 1S AT AT FI FH J1 ‘B AT AGT &, ST [h dr vHTE fAdH & qH7d9F Fg
Thd gl
o The news industry has fought as search giants and social media companies profited

enormously on the back of its content and set the terms for how the financial benefits
flowed back to it.

FHATAR 3T o T« FoY a1 oie @ fe@arait 3R werer Afzar sufaat o sas wde &
ol IR T HATHT HARIT 3R a7 T T fadier amer & arow |

e That cannot be permitted to happen — as social media platforms turn more and more
into video-focused walled gardens, discouraging even a step outside their apps.

UHT QIR o761 8let fGAT ST HehelT — FiTeh WIS AT TEhid 379 doft & AfsA-Higa
95 daRY aTe 7T T4 T @ &, S 319 v A S1gY [Aehorer 7 oft galewfed a £

« For the news organisations, the avenues to earn are shrinking.
TATIR WISAT o (oI 3T & AT hA ST ST L & |

o As Al-generated overviews of news content with source links are reduced to a
footnote, it is time for compensation to be negotiated at the time of publishers’
content being scraped from their websites in the first place.

I Wit fofer & |rer vams-Sifare FaAmar arier &% v Peale # fHe oY, af 9g @A/ &
& gamerenl i dqaTsel § WHA fAFTer IR & FH Y AT Y AT B ST

e Al firms may claim “fair use” in model training, but there is nothing fair — morally or
legally — about accessing and disseminating troves of news without taking the
creators and processors into confidence.

TIHTE FUTAAT 3797 ATser HRIGTOT 7 “3RAT 3YART 7 a1 T Tehdll 8, ol fohed TAATFRT 3R
#wmﬁaﬁﬁaamﬁﬁvﬁmma:mnaqugﬂaﬂtmw,aﬁm
w7 ¥ 37§ 3R 7 & Frepett T A

e News publishers and policymakers must now fight for their share in the Al era.

FATAR Fererht 31X Afer faTanait o1 319 wamrs gor & 319e) g iy o318 orsah gran|
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Recognising Adivasi identity in the Census

GS Paper i Society """

he much-delayed
gazette notification for
the Census which is to
be held in 2027, has
been rightly criticised for a lack of
clarity on the promised caste
enumeration. But there is hardly
any discussion on the
long-standing demand of Adivasi/
Scheduled Tribe (ST) communities
that their distinct identities,
including systems of faith, be
recognised as part of the Census.

The Census includes the
religious demography of India
through the registration of a
person’s religious beliefs. The
religions mentioned are
Hinduism, Islam, Christianity,
Sikhism, Jainism, and Buddhism.
For those with other beliefs, there
is a general column titled ‘Other
Religious Persuasion’ (ORP). There
is no column for the beliefs of STs.
This omission is unconstitutional
on several counts.

An unconstitutional move

The Constitution has specific
provisions for the protection of
the beliefs, customs, and
traditions of STs, such as those
reflected in the Fifth and Sixth
Schedules. In addition, Articles
371A and 371B have specific
protections for customary laws
and practices in Nagaland and
Assam, respectively. Article 25
ensures the right to profess,
practice, and propagate one’s
faith, and Article 26 guarantees
the right to manage religious
affairs. For STs, these rights must
translate into recognition of
distinct faith-based beliefs and
practices centred on nature
worship and ancestral traditions,
in every general legal and policy
framework, including the Census.
The restriction in the Census to six
religions or the ambiguous ORP
category violates the spirit of
Article 25 as it compels STs to
misidentify with mainstream
faiths or be relegated to a catch-all
category, which is the ORP.

This misidentification is
reflected in the 2011 Census data.
The ST population was counted as
10.43 crore (8.6% of the then
population of 120 crore). If we
look at the ORP column in Table
C-01 of the 2011 Census, only
0.66% of the population (or 79

Brinda Karat

Senior member of
the CPI(M)

There is no
column in the
Census for the
beliefs of
Adivasis. This
omission is

unconstitutional.

lakh people) registered themselves
under ORP, which means that the
large majority of ST communities
could not register their religious or
spiritual identity and had to
misidentify with other religions.
This is unfair and unjust.

The majority of Adivasis live in
rural habitats and have little
information about the meaning of
the ORP choice. It is only where
ST organisations have provided
information regarding registration
of specific faiths under ORP that
the numbers of ORP go up. This is
found in a breakdown of ORP
provided in the appendix to the
Census tables. In Jharkhand,
where there have been
Sarna-based mobilisations, the
registration specifically in the
name of Sarna under ORP was the
highest of any State (49 lakh). In
some parts of Madhya Pradesh
where the mobilisation of the
Gonds is significant, over 10 lakh
individuals registered as Gond
faith in the ORP column. In other
words, where information breaks
the obfuscation of the ORP
column, ST communities prefer to
register their own faiths.

The issue gains importance
because of the reality of a changed
political context affecting Adivasi
rights. In the last few years,
RSS-affiliated groups have targeted
Christian missionaries and
Christian converts among STs.
Intensified attacks and ghar
wapasi events are well known.
Under the Modi government, RSS
groups have strengthened the
narrative that the “vanvasis (forest
dwellers)” are historically part of
the Greater Hindu Family. These
are new forms of Hinduisation of
ST communities. The power of the
state has been used to co-opt and
coerce sections of traditional tribal
chiefs. The strategy is to realign ST
rituals with Hindu practices,
introduce slogans celebrating
Hindu gods among traditional
chants, build Hindu temples in ST
areas, take soil from sacred ST
groves for the building of the Ram
temple in Ayodhya, and so on. ST
children studying in Eklavya
Model Residential Schools are
taught more about Hindu
customs, hymns, and festivals
than their own traditions. There is
no dearth of funds for the

expansion of RSS-run schools in
poor ST areas. Corporate Social
Responsibility funds from well
known corporates are easily
available. This is a well thought
out plan to build an overarching
Hindutva identity among STs as
part of the core agenda of the RSS.

This also reveals the utter
hypocrisy of the RSS and its actual
contempt for ST identity and
culture. It demands that Adivasis
who convert to Christianity should
be stripped of their recognition as
STs, as, according to them, only
allegiance to Adivasi religion and
beliefs should determine whether
the individual is ST or not. Yet STs
who practise Hindu rituals or
identify themselves as Hindu are
still eligible for recognition as STs.
The constitutional and legal view
is that recognition of a community
as ST is linked to several other
factors, not religious affiliation.

The entire centralisation and
homogenisation of the ‘one
nation, one culture’ project of the
current regime negatively affects
Adivasi communities. Among the
700 communities recognised as
ST, there is both commonality and
diversity. India’s diversity is in fact
well represented by ST groups
who embody a rich mosaic of
cultural, linguistic, and spiritual
diversity. Adivasis have been
pushing back against new forms
and methods of assimilation. The
demand for recognition of their
faiths in the Census is one such
form of resistance.

Need for a separate column

In November 2020, the Jharkhand
government unanimously passed a
resolution seeking the inclusion of
Sarna as a separate religion in the
2021 Census. The BJP did not dare
oppose this. It was sent to the
Centre for approval and inclusion
and did not get a response. The
resolution is as relevant today.
However, since the issue is not
limited to only one State or to one
Adivasi belief, a separate column
in the Census should be added
titled ‘Adivasi/ST faiths’. ST faiths
will then be at a par with the other
six major religions. All political
parties should put pressure on the
government for such inclusion to
strengthen democracy and the
constitutional rights of Adivasis.

Recognising Adivasi identity in the Census
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The much-delayed gazette notification for the Census which is to be held in 2027,

has been rightly criticised for a lack of clarity on the promised caste enumeration.

2027 # @1 aTelt ST Y i FAT ¥ Frafad Terad srfergEen Y sfer v & a
W TqseAT A FAT F v 30T T I 3mar=«r A &

o But there is hardly any discussion on the long-standing demand of Adivasi/Scheduled
Tribe (ST) communities that their distinct identities, including systems of faith, be
recognised as part of the Census.

et anfearey/srafRa Starenfer (ST) et &1 & AT | Tell HT I@ AT o SoTehr
fafarse ggeme 31 ITEATHT &F FF T FTAAVTAT FH AFIET &) FATT, 3H 9 TS &Y i T @
el

e The Census includes the religious demography of India through the registration of a
person’s religious beliefs.

SAIUTAT H sTfard T enfis A3t & Golor & ATEIH § AR F anfdis
FAFITRIRY AT gy

e The religions mentioned are Hinduism, Islam, Christianity, Sikhism, Jainism, and
Buddhism.

58 foteT Ul &1 Seo@ gIaT §, 3 & g ue, svam, $uré o+, R o9, S ae siv dleyr
o |

e For those with other beliefs, there is a general column titled ‘Other Religious
Persuasion’ (ORP).

3T ACIATT aTell & TIT Ueh ATHATT hield gl ¢ o1 31 enfais faeary (ORP) Fgr

ST &
e There is no column for the beliefs of STs.
ST |eTT Y ATEATHT F AT F1$ Fiaw 781 31
e This omission is unconstitutional on several counts.
TE A ATURT W FHIUTAS § |
An unconstitutional move
TF A FeA

o The Constitution has specific provisions for the protection of the beliefs, customs,
and traditions of STs, such as those reflected in the Fifth and Sixth Schedules.

afatre # gredt 3R & srqgfat A aftTa ST waeril At Aaanst, wost 3k 8-
Rarsit #r et & foe [y yrau &

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page6 1

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Pa la

a
www.patrioticias.in

e In addition, Articles 371A and 371B have specific protections for customary laws in
Nagaland and Assam respectively.

$8h 3T, HeTeda 371A 3R 371B HA: AN 3R AT H TR Fefal Y &
EXG RS

o Article 25 ensures the right to profess, practice, and propagate one’s faith, and
Article 26 guarantees the right to manage religious affairs.

BT 25 F 37T ITEAT HT FHFRA, AT FF AR TR 71 77 HfUaR gRaa
forar I B, 3R o7 26 # T ATTAT FT JateT ol 7 AR &

e For STs, these rights must translate into recognition of distinct faith-based practices
centred on nature worship and ancestral traditions, including in the Census.

ST THerT & foT, I JifrsR wpHfas qar 3 qasit FT wawmsit ov e 3= fafise
ITEYTHT Y AT & aRafda gl TfRe, fSaa Stererorar off enfae &

e The restriction in the Census to six religions or the ambiguous ORP category violates
the spirit of Article 25.

STAITUTST H shelel B 3T T THAT AT ORP FHicre Y FETSEAT, HTedq 25 Y HITT H1
FeeHe el o

o It compels STs to misidentify with mainstream faiths or be relegated to a catch-all
category, which is ORP.

Ig ST FHETAT T IT ol HEIURT & AT el Igare Siigal & fow Ay FIare a0

ORP 3 39S FidH & 3T 3aT ¢
« This misidentification is reflected in the 2011 Census data.
g 2011 Y FAIOTAT AT F 2@ AT

e The ST population was counted as 10.43 crore (8.6%) of the then 120 crore
population.

3T THT FT 120 FAS AAGEAT & ST AR 10.43 F0F (8.6%) 2T

e Only 0.66% (or 79 lakh people) registered themselves under ORP.
harel 0.66% (79 ATE W) 5 ORP FHIeTH F e I Goliehel fohaT|

e This means the large majority of STs had to misidentify with other religions.
SHT 319 ¢ o6 ST WHErl & faener SgaAd 1 e AT & H 39l Tg= o Tk &
ClECIRET

e Most Adivasis live in rural areas and lack information about ORP.
Jferhier rfeardt arHior a¥aT 7 B 8 31N 378 ORP &ia# & SITThRY o181 gl

o Where ST organisations gave information, registration in ORP increased.
STeT ST ST o STeTehRT &1, IgT ORP & Tafiehor g7 |

e In Jharkhand, Sarna-based mobilisation led to 49 lakh registrations under Sarna in
ORP.

SIRES H GRAT-ITUIRA SATEHAT & Told ORP 3 49 A1 W1 o7 ARAT €3 gof fha|

e In parts of Madhya Pradesh, Gond mobilisation led to over 10 lakh registrations as
Gond faith.
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HEF U & F© &1 H s FHSTT A AERRAT & 10 a1 { 3fF Wit 7 915 ot o &9
H gaireRoT fha|

e Where information clarifies the ORP column, STs prefer to register their own faiths.
STET STTeTeh{T ORP Shicl# shi IETSEAT Y G HIcH ¢, TgT ST WHGTT et enfter wgarer
& FYAT THE FIA 8|

Political context and Hinduisation

Torsiifae wget 3 fegaor

e The issue gains importance due to a changed political context affecting Adivasi
rights.

T FEET SHTAT 37 Fgeaqut g1 31T & Fifeh aae §U Tetal o ATGHT 1 Jmiarey
ISR 9 e ST R |

e Inrecent years, RSS-affiliated groups have targeted Christian missionaries and
converts among STs.

gleT & aNt 7, RSS & 3 Warsa! =1 $urs ARt 3iv ST wogerar & yafeRor #3a aralt 1
forermetr g 1

o Attacks and ghar wapasi events have intensified.
gHe 3 g ara fRae Aot gt e §

¢ RSS groups claim that vanvasis (forest dwellers) are part of the Greater Hindu
Family.

RSS ®Hg! &1 arar & o qerare) fiq aRar &1 e 81

e The state power is used to co-opt tribal chiefs and align ST rituals with Hindu
practices.

TS T ATFA T 3TN ek FAAATAT GHET Y Famar simar § 3R ST wwwmsit 1 fig
QfA-Rarsit & Sgr s gl

¢ Hindu temples are built in ST areas; sacred ST soil is taken for the Ram temple in
Ayodhya.

ST &1 # ffq #feT wa7rv oy €, i anfeareh wat i A = srear F o Al &
fore forar smar 81

e In Eklavya schools, ST children are taught more about Hindu festivals than their own.
THAS Thal A ST aeai 1 3rqer Hfer-Rarat Fr somr g Rt & ar 7 3@ gern
STl 81

e RSS-run schools in poor ST areas receive ample CSR funds from big corporates.
T ST &1  RSS G@RT Haifare Fell &l 3 FRURCH & CSR 63 A § fFerd g1

e There is a planned move to build an overarching Hindutva identity among STs.
Ig U gAAfora s § ST wepart # v warar figea waant a7 |

e RSS hypocrisy is revealed when it says ST converts to Christianity should lose ST
status, but ST Hindus retain it.
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&1 e @iy, Afhet g ST &I AT &7 STl B
e Legally, ST recognition is based on social and cultural criteria, not religion.

FHIee! & H, ST AT U1 g1 afed wraATToF 3R WiEFfas AHT o 3T g
gl

Need for a separate column
T I HIAH $HT AT

e In November 2020, the Jharkhand government passed a resolution to include Sarna
as a separate religion in 2021 Census.

AdeT 2020 H, SIRES TIHK oF 2021 FT FAINVTAT F ARAT &3 FY 376797 €37 & &9 F enfAer
el T JEATT 9T o

e« Even BJP did not oppose it.
g7 deh o sTTeraT o 3 sqehr faRIer w78 fomam|

e The resolution was sent to the Centre but got no response.
YEATT g AIHR T AT I, Afhe] FIS STaT 81 el
The issue is not limited to one State or one belief system.
IE FGET Hdd Uah T AT Uah 3ame qorrelt o AfAd 781 &1

¢ A separate column titled ‘Adivasi/ST faiths’ should be added in the Census.
STAIUTAT H Teh 319 HIeAH ‘FHTGArEY/ST ITFUTe’ 2fi¥eh & SNeT ST AT

e This will place ST faiths at par with the six major religions.
SHY ST ATV B THW YT & FATET ol Tl |

o All political parties must pressure the government to ensure such inclusion for the
strengthening of democracy and constitutional rights.

T3 T gl T TR IR GaTa STefel a1few arfes et ¥ et o dwa sk
aurfa fRAsRY &t AT
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I DATA POINT

The Hindu Data Team

new global index has been
A launched to assess how 25

countries perform across
five technology sectors: Al, bio-
technology, semiconductors,
space, and quantum. India lags sig-
nificantly behind the top three —
U.S., China, and Europe — across
most technology sectors.

Developed using public and
commercial data, the Critical and
Emerging Technologies Index al-
lows policymakers to explore each
country’s relative strengths and
weaknesses across these sectors.

To reflect strategic importance,
the sectors were assigned default
weights: semiconductors (35%), Al
(25%), biotechnology (20%), space
(15%), and quantum (5%). These
were based on six criteria, such as
geopolitical relevance and dual-
use potential. Chart 1 shows the
overall index scores of all the
countries. India with a score of
15.2 is below France and above
Russia, Canada and Australia.

The U.S. leads in all five sectors,
powered by deep investments, a
strong research workforce, and a
decentralised innovation ecosys-
tem spanning government, acade-
mia, and industry. Its dominance
is most pronounced in Al, semi-
conductors, and space.

China is closing the gap, espe-
cially in biotechnology and quan-
tum. China is backed by central-
ised planning, scale, and state-led
investments. It still lags in semi-
conductors and advanced Al due
to dependence on foreign tools
and weaker private research.

Europe ranks third overall,
showing strength in biotech and
quantum but falling behind in
semiconductors and space.

U.S. partnerships with Europe,
Japan, and South Korea enhance

its position, particularly in quan-
tum and chips. However, no coun-
try has full control over the semi-
conductor supply chain. While the
U.S. holds a clear lead in Al, Chi-
na’s advantage in data and talent,
along with model breakthroughs,
signals a tightening race.

Chart 1 also shows the indivi-
dual scores of each country in
these sectors. The Al analysis is
based on eight pillars, with the
highest weight given to funding
and talent. Technical factors such
as algorithms, computing power,
and data also play a key role, while
regulation and global influence are
included with lower weight. The
U.S. leads this by a huge margin,
followed by China and Europe.

The biotechnology analysis is
based on nine pillars, with the
highest weight given to human
capital, funding, and core capabil-
ities such as pharmaceutical pro-
duction, genetic engineering, and
vaccine research.

The semiconductor analysis us-
es eight pillars, with the highest
weight given to chip design, fund-
ing, talent, and manufacturing.
Other factors such as equipment,
materials, and regulations are
weighted lower as they play sup-
porting roles. Taiwan, Japan and
South Korea rank higher than Eu-
rope in this indicator.

The space analysis is based on
10 pillars, with the highest weight
given to funding, talent, and de-
fence assets. Key operational areas
such as launch capability, naviga-
tion, and telecom are weighted
slightly lower, while global in-
fluence and regulation receive the
least weight. Russia is placed third
in this indicator, and India se-
venth.

The quantum analysis uses
eight pillars, with the highest
weight given to funding, talent,
and core technologies. Policy, glo-
bal influence, and security are
weighted lower.

Assessing the
global tech race

The data for the chart was sourced from the ‘Criticel and

Emerging Technologies Index’ published by the Harvard Kenredy
School - Belfer Centre for Science and International Affairs

o]

CHART 1: The chart assesses the national power of countries across key technology sectors such as Artificial Intelligence
(A1), Biotechnology, Semiconductors, Space, and Quantum
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India trails in critical tech, particularly semiconductor tech

HEcaqUl daheltenl 3 R RosT, iy 7o & dfiasaet aw=is A

A new global index has been launched to assess how 25 countries perform
across five technology sectors: Al, biotechnology, semiconductors, space, and

quantum.

o 741 IRTF Gawiw dled fHar 14 8 S 25 o0t F Al A wie@fady, dHEsTs,
3ARET 3R FaTes S qra daei a1 # vaeler 1 HediFe i gl
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o India lags significantly behind the top three — U.S., China, and Europe — across most
technology sectors.

HR 31T cehstieht a13T A 2N dier — 3raAReT, et R T — A w3
o Developed using public and commercial data, the Critical and Emerging

Technologies Index allows policymakers to explore each country’s relative strengths
and weaknesses.

Ardafa® i aofeaes 31 F1 3997 e IR foar s fRfewrer ug sAfSr
SFATATSA ST S3FH 1T TAATATT T Ak 2T T WIAET AT 3 FHANRAY T fFeyor
e T G & B

o To reflect strategic importance, sectors were assigned default weights:
semiconductors (35%), Al (25%), biotechnology (20%), space (15%), and quantum
(5%).

TENfAF #Aged & &2l & fAT 8131 o Bwiee de= GT I10; AFIHsF (35%), Al (25%),
ST e (20%), 3rafar (15%), 3R FareH (5%) |

¢ These weights were based on six criteria such as geopolitical relevance and dual-
use potential.

¥ ST BE ACs! W IMRa & S st wrEfrewrar 31k g 39T avedn)
¢ India, with a score of 15.2, is below France and above Russia, Canada and Australia.
R, TG TR 15.2 &, BiF & A 31k T, Farsr Ak reefoar § 3w |

e The U.S. leads in all five sectors, powered by deep investments, strong research
workforce, and a decentralised innovation ecosystem spanning government,
academia, and industry.

IARFT Gl o &3 A 3rron B, foraeht SRt § oY fvder, ASqe g Frda, 3N
TIHN, IHehTe (A 8 3R I & thell g311 Frdheedipet Aarar qRfeufaehr o

¢ Its dominance is most pronounced in Al, semiconductors, and space.
SahT Al, AiEsae 3R 3afet 7 e Asqy T8 &

e China is closing the gap, especially in biotechnology and quantum, backed by
centralised planning, scale, and state-led investments.

e [y &0 & St Wit 3R Farew & 3T & HF F @R, S FaiFa Jrere,
YT, 3R TeF-9R fader & gAfda B

o It still lags in semiconductors and advanced Al due to dependence on foreign tools
and weaker private research.

Ig 319 o AHiEETeT 3R 37ra Al # RNoer § F3ifs g el sgstor av fasit & 3k
fasit sregeeer FAR 1

e Europe ranks third overall, showing strength in biotech and quantum but falling behind
in semiconductors and space.

T Tl FATRT e T I &, ST TR AR Faies 7 Holgd ¢ fenet Faftrsaet 3k
rafier # IS B

o U.S. partnerships with Europe, Japan, and South Korea enhance its position,
particularly in quantum and chips.
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g FEUf &t FAoTgd el B

¢ No country has full control over the semiconductor supply chain.
feralt of gar o1 Aeftersarex mqfet @ ox qut fag=or 711 81

o While the U.S. holds a clear lead in Al, China’s advantage in data and talent, along
with model breakthroughs, signals a tightening race.

STt AR 1 Al 7 Tuse gga §, A Y fer iR ufasn d sea i AT A wefa @

gfaeayt o= @1 o W g

e Chart 1 also shows the individual scores of each country in these sectors.
IIE 1 IAF & & 57 &A1 7 esafFaera TR o fe@rar 2

o The Al analysis is based on eight pillars, with the highest weight given to funding and
talent.
Al f32A9or 36 FTasit IR 3MTRA &, forae wiEer sk afasm & god 31f@e a2 i rar
gl

e Technical factors such as algorithms, computing power, and data also play a key
role, while regulation and global influence are included with lower weight.

TEINRGH, FCYFET &1 3R ST S dehelieht e T HgcaqoT {fAsHT Ferrd §, Stafen
Rfawae 3t AR weng F1 w7 & AT

e The U.S. leads Al by a huge margin, followed by China and Europe.
Al # AR g a8 I T AT &, 57 a1 Ao 3 AT ¢

o The biotechnology analysis is based on nine pillars, with highest weight given to

human capital, funding, and core capabilities such as pharmaceutical production,
genetic engineering, and vaccine research.

Sta digafarr farearyor st Fast o 3R &, foras AT wame, famdiyor, 3R
e o feam arar gl

e The semiconductor analysis uses eight pillars, with the highest weight given to chip
design, funding, talent, and manufacturing.

FI gy 31 ae AT &

o Other factors such as equipment, materials, and regulations are weighted lower as
they play supporting roles.

30T, AT, 3 AT S8 3107 T T F AT (Aol § Fifeh 3eTeht S{{ART HeTaH
gl

e Taiwan, Japan, and South Korea rank higher than Europe in this indicator.
$H Hehcleh H ATSaTeT, STaTet AR gfaror ;R Fr Iher 0T § Fa 3|

e The space analysis is based on 10 pillars, with highest weight given to funding,
talent, and defence assets.
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e faeawor 10 Tt W 3mena &, Toras wiRer, gfaem, 30T & wufaat & o
37 aeoT AT &1

e Key operational areas such as launch capability, navigation, and telecom are
weighted slightly lower, while global influence and regulation receive the least
weight.

afer a7are, Afadtere, iR TPI S THE FereleT &1 hl AT FA qoT Al 8, Stafeh
ARTF e 3R RAATHAT 1 Fa@ 7 e AT R

¢ Russia is placed third in this indicator, and India is placed seventh.
g Hohd H TF JAY TATH WX ¢ 31 ARG 1ad TI1H W g

e The quantum analysis uses eight pillars, with highest weight given to funding, talent,
and core technologies.

FaTeH FIRANor 313 Tl o) e &, forae BT, wfdem, ik gew awiet o qod
317 JesT A B
o Policy, global influence, and security are weighted lower.

ey, IR gsmma, AR gRaw 1 F71 I A &
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Stable macroeconomic outcomes require co-ordination between fiscal and monetary policy. The effects of expansionary fiscal policy can be nullified through contractionary

monetary policy; this occurred in the UK. and the U

ECONOMIC NOY

Rahul Menon

he Reserve Bank of India (RBI)

has cut key lending rates in two
successive meetings, indicating
a significant e‘(pansmnary shift.

asis S and a further 50 ha. s point
cut was dl\nULII‘ILEd in the recent meeting
in June, bringing the policy repo rate to
5.5%. The RBI forecasts GDP growth of
6.5% for 2025-26, and inflation within the
band of 4% +/- 2%, indicating sufficient
room for these rate cuts.

The reduction in inflation has allowed
for this expansionary move. The
expectation is that it will spur private
investment and lead to increased growth
rates. But these moves have come on the
back of a similar expansionary move on
the part of fiscal policy, that of the recent
cuts in income taxes. The fact that
expansionary fiscal policy is being
followed by expansionary monetary
policy necessitates questions regarding
the policy mix.

Policy co-ordination

Both fiscal and monetary policy impact
aggregate demand and inflation. By
reducing interest rates by way of
monetary p()]l(y investments increase
and vice versa. An increase in
government spending or a reduction in
taxes increases aggregate demand and
consumption through fiscal policy.
Increasing aggregate demand leads to
rising demand for goods and services,
thereby increasing labour demand and
wages, eventually leading to an increase
in inflation. Therefore, stable
Macroeconomic outcomes requxrc
co-ordination between fiscal and
monetary policy. The effects of
expansionary fiscal policy can be nullified
through contractionary monetary policy;
this occurred in the UK. and the U.S.,
where the announcement of tax cuts were
met with a reluctance on the part of

ke

monetary policy to further cut interest

such fiscal policy moves. When monetary
policy becomes ineffective, expansionary
fiscal policy is required. In the wake of the
2008 recession, when interest rates had
hit zero, government spending
increased to bring full employment.
Currently, one can characterise both
fiscal and monetary policy in India as
being expansionary. The income tax cuts
announced in Februas
forecast to provide
the economy. This raises a serious
question of economic policy
co-ordination. If both policy moves work
as they are intended to, it would imply a
significant increase in inflation. Does the
RBI foresee muted inflation risks even as
consumption and investment demand
both show an increase? Or has the
consumption tax cuts failed to show any
|mp:|cl on output expansion, implying an
increase in fiscal deficit in the future?

<

GETTY IMAGES

Muted growth

Inflation fell to a six-year low of around
3% in June, with early monsoons and a
good harvest leading to a significant fall in
the headline inflation rate. This has
provided the RBI with sufficient room for
areduction in the interest rate, though
headwinds, such as U.S. President Donald
Trump’s tariff wars and the growing
conflict in Iran, loom on the horizon.

The economy does show signs of
weakness. A recent SBI report indicated
that credit growth has fallen to a
three-year low of 9% in May 2025, while
the unemployment rate has risen to 5.6%
in May 2025 from 5.1% in April. Coupled
with low inflation, these are indicative of
an economy facing significant pressures
on the aggregate demand front. The
standard solution is to cut interest rates to
boost investment in the face of slowing
demand. What is of concern is the
slowdown in the economy after the
announcement of the income tax cuts.

where the announcement of tax cuts were met with a reluctance to further cut interest rates

Households were expected to respond to
the windfall gain in their disposable
incomes by increasing their spending,
thus leading to rising aggregate demand
and inflation. On the contrary, though
growth is forecast to remain \tudy at

the mumemum might just he ﬂaggmg
Once could make the argument that
these policies take time for signals to be
converted into outcomes. Households
may only convert the tax windfall into
consumption when it actually
materialises. But there are two problems
with this argument. Firstly, it violates a
central contention that individuals are
inherently forward-looking, and can
discount future windfalls into current
spending. This assumption is central to
the theoretical framework underlying
modern inflation targeting. Secondly, if
individuals are not forward-looking, and
will only consume in the future, it would
imply a sudden increase in future
inflation when both investment and
increase, a

sharp m;cn'on for future monetary policy.

Deficit fears

Sufficient cuts to interest rates might
provide the boost to the economy that
income tax cuts could not. However,
there is another problem. If output does
not fficiently, it would lead to a fall
in tax collections, and a rise in the fiscal
deficit. The only way to maintain the
deficit is to cut government spending. If
the government decides to cut revenue

spending and not capital expenditure, the

impact might fall on vulnerable
populations that depend on such

spending. With rising power of monopoly

capital and a sustained shift towards
s, relying on

ma s may no
longer achieve the desired outcomes.
Sustained government intervention
bringing about increases in wages and
consumption power for those at the
bottom of society is the need of the hour.

Rahul Menon is Associate Professor at

O.P. Jindal Global University.

Expansionary policies in a slowing economy

efid Y Y rdeawar 7 fararard) Aifaar

Stable macroeconomic outcomes require co-ordination between fiscal and

monetary policy.

R gafee afdis aRomAT & AT gaaiy 3k #ige A & ST g@ea7 smaegs ar

gl

THE GIST

v

Currently, one can characterise
both fiscal and monetary
policy in India as being
expansionary. This raises a
serious question of economic
policy co-ordination.

v

The economy does show signs
of weakness. A recent SBI
report indicated that credit
growth has fallento a
three-year low of 9% in May
2025, while the unemployment
rate has risen to 5.6% in May
2025 from 5.1% in April.

v

Sufficient cuts to interest rates
might provide the boost to the
economy that income tax cuts
could not. However, there is
another problem. If output
does not rise sufficiently, it
would lead to a fall in tax
collections, and a rise in the
fiscal deficit.

o The effects of expansionary fiscal policy can be nullified through contractionary
monetary policy; this occurred in the U.K. and the U.S., where the announcement of
tax cuts were met with a reluctance to further cut interest rates.

REaRar TR T AIfT & g - FREaer) #AlfgE Afa O @ ET Far s har g
QAT 3. 3R A, TF. A g3, STel I Fekedl Hr Ny 9T s3rer a3 A IR Fekdt F A
fraframe ¢dt s
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The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has cut key lending rates in two successive
meetings, indicating a significant expansionary shift.

AR Rerd 8% (RBI) & ST &Y St 7 FET HOT & H Selc 1 §, ST U Hgeaqul

REarRad 3@ 1 gATar gl

In April 2025, the repo rate was cut by 25 basis points, and a further 50 basis point
cut was announced in the recent meeting in June, bringing the policy repo rate to
5.5%.

3rd¥er 2025 3, YT &T 3 25 ITUR HHT T el 378, 3R gTel 1 ST do% 7 50 MU

31 $7 3R Feldr Fr arwor 7 718, TFTR Afar T9Y &7 3797 5.5% &1 718 B

The RBI forecasts GDP growth of 6.5% for 2025-26, and inflation within the band of
4% +/- 2%, indicating sufficient room for these rate cuts.

RBI =¥ 2025-26 & T 6.5% Y GDP FEf&r 31X 4% +/- 2% T MAT 7 AFIMS H1 37 ATA
AT &, ST 37 X helfadt & T gaed T+ g2iiar 2|

The reduction in inflation has allowed for this expansionary move.

FAETEHIT 7 FoT 7 50 RATARATET FEH HT 7T T 5

The expectation is that it will spur private investment and lead to increased growth
rates.

3+1E § o sad fasit faraer 1 serar Ao 3R gefer ax aeat|

These moves have come on the back of a similar expansionary move on the part of
fiscal policy, that of the recent cuts in income taxes.

I FeH TR Afa & dgd giferar 3maet weldt S A fearard) 39t & a1g 3T
gl

The fact that expansionary fiscal policy is being followed by expansionary monetary
policy necessitates questions regarding the policy mix.

Rraraid tersi Aifa & ar¢ Rrarae: Alfgs Aifa 30 s &g, o Aifdera
HAVSTT T ThT YT 36 & |

Policy co-ordination

Afcera gA=ag

Both fiscal and monetary policy impact aggregate demand and inflation.

TorehreTg AR #fEH Aifa et 1 A AT 3R AERES o g877d I3 8|

By reducing interest rates through monetary policy, investments increase, and vice
versa.

Alfgw AT & Aream A sqrer [ 7 Feld F @ AU Tear g, 31K @ Sear M AT B

An increase in government spending or a reduction in taxes increases aggregate
demand and consumption through fiscal policy.

FIEN @ A Jef AT A F HT & T A & Areqs @ For A 3R @O aod 5

Increasing aggregate demand leads to rising demand for goods and services,
thereby increasing labour demand and wages, eventually leading to an increase in
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inflation.
Tl AT H g[8 § T3t AR [anait Y AT Fot &, a3 1 767 3R Aol dodr §
3R 3T FErEhfa 7 Fefe gl 8|

e Therefore, stable macroeconomic outcomes require co-ordination between fiscal
and monetary policy.

gafaT, R gafse snfds aRomat & fav geeda ik At e & 9 a@-ag

3T ¢

o The effects of expansionary fiscal policy can be nullified through contractionary
monetary policy; this occurred in the U.K. and the U.S., where tax cuts were met with
reluctance by monetary authorities to further cut interest rates, citing the inflationary
nature of such moves.

Rrarard) Ty A & gara F dRaasr #ifgw AT T oREa var s awarg;
T 3. AR 0. 7 g3, SfET T Feld i o % S1e A st A sarer o A
R Fekelt & g1 R X &2, 7§ Fgdd §U o T e HAEHITT Y wgrar & ¢ |

« When monetary policy becomes ineffective, expansionary fiscal policy is required.
a1 Aifga Af sroerdt g1 S 8, a9 faerarard) st sife i smaegesdr gidr

¢ In the wake of the 2008 recession, when interest rates hit zero, government
spending was increased to bring full employment.

2008 #Y FEY & d1G, ST AT &Y Y &1 915 AT, oY ot VSR e et & forw weardy @
ST 3T AT|

e Currently, both fiscal and monetary policy in India are expansionary.
TIAT H, IR & T 3R A Ay =t & fararaer §)

e The income tax cuts announced in February 2025 were forecast to provide a
significant boost to the economy.

HE 2025 7 BN 3MAF weldt & 3rTcaaedT it Ageaqul NedTge fHele I GHIGT
AT
e This raises a serious question of economic policy coordination.

=@ T AT FATaT 31 T 78R 9 35T B

o If both policy moves work as intended, it would imply a significant increase in
inflation.

I Al AT 37T 3T & AR HIH FIA &, ol 38T 379 § Fgrehfer 7 Ageayqot
qefe|

. D(ges the RBI foresee muted inflation risks even as consumption and investment
demand both show an increase?

4T RBI &I Hgehfay & i@ a1 fewrs < 1@ € safeh @ad 3R fader & gt 7 gefer
B wre?

e Or has the consumption tax cuts failed to show any impact on output expansion,
implying an increase in fiscal deficit in the future?
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7 R @I FT weldt F7 Icurge faTrdaR I I T371a A1 sl g, forad 9iasT 7 ATy
HTET dGo1 chl HTGT Solcil g7

Muted Growth
e I3t g

Inflation fell to a six-year low of around 3% in June, with early monsoons and a
good harvest leading to a significant fall in the headline inflation rate.

I H AZERIA TTH TTHT 3% &7 915, ST BF N T 7oA T §; SHHAT HROT el
ATAHA 3R Ired G ¢, TTad 7T Horehiid el # 7RI TRTae 3$|

This has provided the RBI with sufficient room for a reduction in the interest rate,
though headwinds, such as U.S. President Donald Trump’s tariff wars and the
growing conflict in Iran, loom on the horizon.

=TT RBI & s4TsT 31 & FHeldY & forw yaica v f&er §, grenfe AR Iseufa siares
€9 & R o 3R $e 3 oar wud S SfEH Fee g

The economy does show signs of weakness.

HITTET H FAARN & Tohd CE WL |

A recent SBI report indicated that credit growth has fallen to a three-year low of 9%

in May 2025, while the unemployment rate has risen to 5.6% in May 2025 from 5.1%
in April.

gTel &1 SBI RlE 7 7 1 § 7 7§ 2025 7 %0T ggf&r g 9% & 1S &, ST ofieT st
FT FTAH T &, STaTeh aSTINY & Il 7 5.1% ¥ g A 2025 # 5.6% &1 715 ¢

Coupled with low inflation, these are indicative of an economy facing significant
pressures on the aggregate demand front.

FH FETEPI o 1Y J Hehel &l & o TeTaEUT T FeT AT & FHef I FTHY gara hr

HTHAT LT I3 BT 8

The standard solution is to cut interest rates to boost investment in the face of
slowing demand.

TTATTT AT g & Toh sarer g0 & el Hr e arfes iy Aer & @77 @der & Jerar
ST g |

What is of concern is the slowdown in the economy after the announcement of the
income tax cuts.

fRrar &Y a1 I8 § 5 3T Fetdt Hr alvon & a1e off srdfegasyr Y IFar Hiwd gy 715 1

Households were expected to respond to the windfall gain in their disposable
incomes by increasing their spending, thus leading to rising aggregate demand and
inflation.

3FHTE; At R e STHIFT 3N fAfaraer AT 3 3 g3 3 e F ST T
TR &1, Fora® e AT 3R ggredhfer 7 gefar el

On the contrary, though growth is forecast to remain steady at around 6.5%, these
indicators show that the momentum might just be flagging.
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* One could make the argument that these policies take time for signals to be converted
into outcomes.

g dh fear 51 TohaT & 1 31 Aifaat # aRone & & o7 erar 21

e Households may only convert the tax windfall into consumption when it actually
materialises.

T SUHFAT ol I FT A1 HT WIS H IGof el 8, o9 dg IEAd H UTod g ST |

o But there are two problems with this argument.
AfeheT 39 a& H Y FHEAT

o Firstly, it violates a central contention that individuals are inherently forward-looking,
and can discount future windfalls into current spending.

UgeT, T8 39 AW FAGHId $T Seate Hd § [ SafFa Fannfas &7 d guaeff g § 3k 3
TS & aer F TdAT W A AT L Fehal B

e This assumption is central to the theoretical framework underlying modern inflation
targeting.

TE AT Y faF Aeehfe daw fruiRor i dquifas wrar $1 geg R §)

o Secondly, if individuals are not forward-looking, and will only consume in the future,
it would imply a sudden increase in future inflation when both investment and
consumption increase, necessitating a sharp reaction for future monetary policy.

o, A cafed qrgeff 718t § 3R Sraer sifsy &F @ {9, o 51 fovder stk @aa Q=
69T, a9 aifasa F AEEHTA 7 A 30T 37 TF ¢, s A A 7 g wfafean
3RS g ST |

Deficit Fears

ISR €T Y HTAHT

o Sufficient cuts to interest rates might provide the boost to the economy that income
tax cuts could not.

ST &30 A gITcd Felkdl ag WcHTg & Tl § I 3MTIHT Held 718t & ars|
e However, there is another problem.
gTeliteh, Ueh 3R THATAT B

« If output does not rise sufficiently, it would lead to a fall in tax collections, and a
rise in the fiscal deficit.

IS 3erest # waica gaftr gt el 8, o 568 F Wargor # Frae 3R o ae &
Fefa e

e The only way to maintain the deficit is to cut government spending.
"1 T TATU YWe1 T THATT aIal ¢ IR @9 A Feldl|

o If the government decides to cut revenue spending and not capital expenditure, the
impact might fall on vulnerable populations that depend on such spending.
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e TIhR TEd 77 A Felkdt Hich § 3R Geliare s 7 78T, oY SR THTT FHASAR Gt

9T U3 HehdT &, it 39 WX AR &1

e With rising power of monopoly capital and a sustained shift towards profits away from
wages, relying on normal market mechanisms may no longer achieve the desired
outcomes.

THITAHR Goit T qgclt AfF iR FATE A A FF1E & Told FHATY qGR aF R 38R
IG=TT 379 sTead TR FgT & TehdT|

o Sustained government intervention bringing about increases in wages and
consumption power for those at the bottom of society is the need of the hour.

AT F ¥a¥ faga g9 F v 3a4 31 @ua afFa T & AT Jemar a3hHT ge a8
$I TS TET JEGHAT ¢ |
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REITs right
foryou?

Direct investment in land aids
capital appreciation whereas
investment properties
provide rental income; mull
REITs as a optimal alternative
to rental properties as they
can provide stable income

Real estate transactions have been
recorded long before financial
markets were created. So, individuals
have experience in buying and selling
real estate well before understanding
stocks and bonds. But investing in real
estate needs large capital, making it
difficult for many to invest directly in
properties. Here, we discuss whether
REITs (Real Estate Investment Trusts)
are an optimal alternative to direct
real estate investments.

The trade-offs

There is an emaotional satisfaction of
owning a physical asset. You can also
continually raise rent to keep pace
with inflation. The flipside is this
investment is lumpy and illiquid. If
you are a working executive,
investment portability is crucial. This
means the ability to move investments
when you relocate for work-related
reasons. For these reasons, it is worth
considering REITS as an alternative to
direct real-estate investments.

REITs are like mutual funds that
invest only in real estate. They
primarily earn rental income and pass
on the income to unitholders every
year. REITs are required to distribute
90% of the net distributable cash
flows (NDCF) to its unitholders at least
twice a year; NDCF refers to cash
flows after deducting operating
expenses and taxes. REITs can, hence,

provide stable income to unitholders,
assuming they have consistent
accupancy rates. Importantly, the
investment size in REITS is small. You
can buy one unit of a REIT through a
trading account. So, REITs convert
lumpy illiquid investment into an
affordable liquid asset. You must,
however, be mindful of twe factors
before investing. One, REITs are not a
direct bet on real estate as they are
listed securities. So, they can fall in
price when stock markets tank even if
rental incomes are consistent or even
if there is a robust demand for rental
properties. Two, REITs can’t provide
significant capital appreciation as they
cannot significantly expand property
portfolio as they distribute 90% of
NDCF to unitholders annually.

Conclusion

Direct investment in land helps in
generating capital appreciation
whereas investment properties
primarily provide rental income. You
can consider REITs as an optimal
alternative to rental properties, as
they can provide stable income. Note
REITs investing in commercial
properties can have higher cash flow
volatility than income earned from
direct investment in residential
properties. That said, before
investing, you must analyse the
portfolio of properties REITs hold,
geographic mix, occupancy rates and
past distributions.
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REITs right for you?
&4T REITs 39 fow @@ g2

Direct investment in land aids capital appreciation whereas
investment properties provide rental income; mull REITs as an
optimal alternative to rental properties as they can provide stable
income.

iR F wegat fAder § i gefdr el ¥ Sraf forder wafeat i i amar
&t & REITs &' 5 gufadl & 3987 [QFeT & T # AR syt FF S
T 3T & g&a &

o Real estate transactions have been recorded long before financial
markets were created.

Rarer Teee A8 el ATeMRY & Sefel & 9§ Teel A &of U ST I &

. Individuals have experience in buying and selling real estate well before
understanding stocks and bonds.

AT T AR IR 13 1 TASTE § Tge RIe T @liee 3T S 1 3e731a gl
gl

o Investing in real estate needs large capital, making it difficult for many to
invest directly.

Rrer veee # Ader & forw a8 it 1 S gie B, fored &8 aett & forw argy
fAIA FAT HiST 8 AT &

. REITs (Real Estate Investment Trusts) may be an optimal alternative
to direct real estate investments.

REITs (Raer veee swavecde geed) O Raa teee faaer & fow v 3a# fweq
g geha &

The trade-offs
BRI 3R JHTeT

. There is emotional satisfaction in owning a physical asset.
Fifas dufy &1 Tare T Uk HTaadATcAS HAIN ST ¢
. You can raise rent continually to keep pace with inflation.
3T HEREHIF & TR AR FRIAT 967 Fehel B |
o This investment is lumpy and illiquid.

g el Y 3R SR T gl araT 1T B
. Investment portability is crucial for working professionals.
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e Portability allows you to move investments when you relocate for work.

IETSTAIET & 3T 1 F FROT TYTATAROT & FHI AL BT TATATART H T & |
e REITs can be considered as an alternative for such cases.
T ATHA A REITs W a9 fadm T HehdT &
e REITs are like mutual funds that invest only in real estate.
REITs, shael Raer TR # 3 #3al drel 7Y B3 S gl |
e They earn rental income and pass it on to unitholders annually.
3 R 0 3 3T Y ¥ 3R 39 ¥ T gfeetesd A &
e REITs must distribute 90% of Net Distributable Cash Flow (NDCF) at least twice a

year.
REITs &I a¢ f3f¥gegeae Far waY (NDCF) 7 90%, Aol 7 & ¥ FH &Y IR a1l JHfAard
gl

« NDCF is cash left after operating expenses and taxes.
NDCF dg =ishc; ¢ it ATa¥erae @at 3R &7 F1ea & 916 saar g |
e REITs provide stable income assuming occupancy rates are consistent.
REITs 4T 3 ¢ @%hd & I RRmerY a3 e gl
¢ Investment size in REITs is small.
REITs # foiaer afer st gid g
e You can buy even one unit through a trading account.
3T Teh ST 3ehi3e & T Jfere 8 @il Feohdl o |
e REITs convert illiquid real estate into affordable and liquid assets.
REITs, e o et arell Rayer vt wufer o1 gerer 3R oy @il # sgerct 81
e Two factors to be mindful of before investing in REITs.
REITs # feder & ggel &t amal 9% €311 ¢ |
o First, REITs are listed securities, not direct real estate.
ugell, REITs Wetager ufasifaat ¢, 7 i gcaet Rae weee g

e Their value can fall with stock market even if rental income is steady.
R IR H FIRTGE 3T W SoTehr hreAd IR FavcY &, 97er 1 foherar 2R &l
Second, REITs can't offer significant capital appreciation.

&, REITs, Agcaqur Gait gefer w7g! & Hevcl |
Because they distribute 90% of NDCF, they cannot expand portfolios significantly.

aFuﬁﬁ:aNDCFmgo%ﬁaﬁamﬁ,guﬁmamméqﬂﬁﬁagaaﬁwml

Conclusion

sy

o Direct land investment gives capital appreciation, rental properties give income.

31031 31 TreraT Fovarer & ol ey gl ¥, Rl watvat s e )
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e REITs can be a better alternative to rental properties due to stable income.
REITs, fRUR 3 & FRUT fReR @ufadl & folv 9gar fasdhed gl @ohd g

e REITs investing in commercial properties may face higher cash flow volatility than
residential investments.

AT foae wufeat 3 fder #et arel REITs # Jmareir fdel & Joret o arflres srady

YaTg A 3AR-9GIT g Hehcll & |
o Before investing, analyse property portfolio, location mix, occupancy rates, and
past returns.

fr9er @ ugd, wufa QEwifer, sitnfare frsor, ARmed &Y, 31 Roar faavor 3
cH|
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How new-age apparel brands are
stitching the next wave of growth

At a time when the broader apparel segment has been facing headwinds, D2C fashion brands have been rapidly scaling up and securing funds; on

one hand, these new-age brands are charting a brisk offline expansion, on the other hand they are using quick-commerce to deliver fashion at speed

Meenakshi Verma

Ambwani
ecently, The Bear
RHouse, amen’s ap-
parel and accesso-
ries brand, raised %50

crore in a Series A funding
round led by JM Financial
India Growth Fund III.

Just three weeks ago,
Snitch, a direct-to-consum-
er (D2C) menswear brand,
raised ¥278.9 crore, led by
360 One Asset Manage-
ment Fund, as part of a Se-
ries B funding round.

In April, The Souled
Store, known for quirky
clothes, and backed by in-
vestors like Elevation Capi-
tal and RPSG Ventures. ac-
quired Red Wolf to
strengthen its pop culture
merchandise  business.
Red Wolf has licences for
conic brands such as One
Piece, Naruto and Marvel.

The Souled Store is now
gearing up for an initial pu-
blic offer (IPO).

Sewing up funds
At a time when the broader
apparel segment has been
facing headwinds, D2C
fashion brands have been
rapidly scaling up and se-
curing funds. On one
hand, these new-age
brands are charting a brisk
offline expansion, on the
other hand they are using
quick-commerce to deliver
fashion at speed.
According to industry

£:

estimates, the D2C fashion
space in India is projected
to reach $10 billion by
FY28, fuelled by rising on-
line adoption led by Gen Z
consumers, and a growing
demand from Tier-Il and
Tier-1II cities.

The Bear House aims at
getting 3300 crore, target-
ing 200% growth. Co-foun-
der Harsh Somaiya said the
brand is looking to open
about 25 offline stores this
fiscal year to strengthen its
omni-channel play.

New design focus

So, what is making the D2C
brands tick? “A lot of the
traditional brands have not
adapted to the shift in con-
sumer preferences. The
younger generation of con-
sumers are demanding
newer designs, fits and
styles at a much faster

|

New wear: Over the past year, D2C apparel brands secured $77.1 mn funding. GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCK

ee

According to industry
estimates, the D2C
fashion space in India is
projected to reach $10
billion by FY28, fuelled
by rising online adoption
led by Gen Z consumers

pace. We launch close to
300 styles a month and
have almost 65% repeat
rates, higher than industry
average. We leverage social
media to sell an entire look
or vibe, rather than just
products. We are constant-
ly listening to our custom-
ers,” Mr. Somaiya explains.

The investor appetite
for this space is not ebbing.
Shuchi Pandya, Principal
at Fireside Ventures, ob-
serves the D2C segment in

fashion and apparel has
been displaying strong re-
silience and growth. The
VC firm has invested in Fa-
ble Street, Newme and Ter-
ractive. “Demand remains
robust. We see alphas in
fashion in two key areas —
use of tech to manage sup-
ply chain and use of inno-
vative materials and fabrics
suited for Indian weather,”
Pandya says, pointing to a
rising investor interest in
the premium space and
menswear.

According to Tracxn, ov-
er the past year, D2C appa-
rel brands in India secured
$77.1 million in total fund-
ing. While the quantum is
about 34% lower year-on-
year, it reflects resilience
during challenging ma-
croeconomic conditions.

“Despite a recent slow-
down in funding, the

strong backing for innova-
tive brands like NewMe
and Wrogn demonstrates
enduring investor confi-
dence and growth poten-
tial in India’s D2C apparel
sector. Companies that
present strong unit eco-
nomics, capital efficiency,
clear product differentia-
tion, and leverage offline
and online channels effec-
tively will continue to gain
investor interest,” Neha
Singh, CEO and co-founder
of Tracxn, said.

Hyper-personalisation
Vedang Patel, co-founder
of The Souled Store, said
hyper-personalisation via
data and Al, and a growing
preference for sustainable,
value-driven brands is driv-
ing growth for D2C brands.

“A data-driven approach
enables quick design itera-
tions and better inventory
control, improving profita-
bility. Additionally, strong
community engagement
and a focus on everyday
casual wear have helped
maintain steady demand,”
Mr. Patel added.

Quick delivery
Platforms such as Zepto,
Slick, Knotgram, and M-
now (Myntra) have begun
enabling D2C brands to off-
er instant deliveries in 10-
60 minutes. This opens a
new frontier of expansion
for the new-age brands.
Shivam Tripathi, co-
founder of fast fashion
brand Newme, is confident
new-age fashion brands

will lead the next wave of
growth in the apparel mar-
ket. The brand is betting
big on quick commerce.

“We are running quick
fashion delivery in high-de-
mand pin codes across
Bengaluru and NCR. We
have been receiving strong
customer love. Our plan is
to scale up the channel to
more pin codes and me-
tros,” he added.

Mr. Tripathi said the
brand is focusing on deli-
vering the latest trends at
speed, including dresses,
tops and bottoms, jewel-
lery, and ancillaries like
nails, shapewear. After
200%growth last fiscal, he
expects more in FY26,
backed by advanced sup-
ply chain and data science
inputs to venture into more
fashion categories.

Mr. Somaiya, too, ex-
pects quick commerce to
play a major role in the
growth of D2C brands

“Consumers want latest
styles, from popular
brands, delivered faster
than ever before... speed-
led fashion commerce is
projected to grow 5X by
2028 to a $1 billion oppor-
tunity, as highlighted in the
Myntra x Bain report,” said
Sharon Pais, chief business
officer, Myntra.

Myntra’s expedited de-
livery services, M-Now, is
now available in Delhi-NCR
and Mumbai, too. M-Now
has seen 2x growth in daily
orders, she says.

(The writer is with The
Hindu businessline)

How new-age apparel brands are stitching the next wave of

growth

HFA AT TAS F IRUA §i5 I A B qA W E

At a time when the broader apparel segment has been facing headwinds, D2C
fashion brands have been rapidly scaling up and securing funds.

N THT H S AT IR &7 Thel HT TIHAT T 6T §, N2 e 913 9o & R

R dikmsgawrd
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e On one hand, these new-age brands are charting a brisk offline expansion, on the
other hand they are using quick-commerce to deliver fashion at speed.

Teh 3R I AT TA & §15 Aol A TGS TR T W &, gad 3N A Fadm-Hiad 1
ST F et T Al A IEa 3@ B

e Recently, The Bear House, a men’s apparel and accessories brand, raised ¥50
crore in a Series A funding round led by JM Financial India Growth Fund lll.

gTeT &1 31, & O g139, v 7o aRenet s vedadier w1s, o €50 FU03 H S A BT
SIeTS, ToTEehT sicjcd ATH BT TAde $F3AT Y &3 111 &7 foham|

o Just three weeks ago, Snitch, a direct-to-consumer (D2C) menswear brand, raised
%278.9 crore, led by 360 One Asset Management Fund, as part of a Series B funding
round.

&t et gord g, T, v 2wl gow aRwner ais, A 2278.9 F3 ST, 5w Aqea
360 3T THT AoTHe B3 o HHIST B ST & dgd fhar|

e In April, The Souled Store, known for quirky clothes, and backed by investors like
Elevation Capital and RPSG Ventures, acquired Red Wolf to strengthen its pop
culture merchandise business.

T F, T Wies W, S 3 F9ST & T S o1ar § 3R 59 vfodes $fea ik
AN T A [AARMPT T THYT U §, o 379 919 Foda? ATSBA FRIAR FHr
AT A & T 35 g 1 31T fha|

¢« Red Wolf has licences for iconic brands such as One Piece, Naruto and Marvel.
Y8 o & ITH a i, Areet 3R ATde S 9fdgy #ist & a2

e The Souled Store is now gearing up for an initial public offer (IPO).

379 € Hies TR U YRIAF Ardsifae 92UHer (IPO) ar oIy T WET 8l

Sewing up funds
%S STl

e At atime when the broader apparel segment has been facing headwinds, D2C fashion
brands have been rapidly scaling up and securing funds.

VO AT H S« GHT GRYUTT 3T Tehel ol ATHAT X 8T &, 3128 here s deir & fasfaa
I E AR T JT R E

e On one hand, these new-age brands are charting a brisk offline expansion, on the other
hand they are using quick-commerce to deliver fashion at speed.

Teh 3R A T ST o 5775 oll § MheseT FAFaR Y 1€ &, GE 3N I Traeh-aiard 1
Waﬂa?%amaﬁasﬁﬁq—g“—mrgﬁ

e According to industry estimates, the D2C fashion space in India is projected to reach
$10 billion by FY28, fuelled by rising online adoption led by Gen Z consumers, and a
growing demand from Tier-ll and Tier-lll cities.

e eTATEAL S ITHR, R A S12&T et &9 & FY28 T $10 Rferzer T aga=
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e A Tl AT EaRT Forar fAeam|
e The Bear House aims at getting ¥300 crore, targeting 200% growth.
& IR 8139 o7 18 300 FT WIed YT &, 3R a8 200% JEf& T o1& §=11 W B

o Co-founder Harsh Somaiya said the brand is looking to open about 25 offline stores
this fiscal year to strengthen its omni-channel play.

He-TTUTISH gY WHAAT A T Tk 513 3T e a¥ 7 973797 25 HTherssT TR Tiel
AISTAT 1T V8T & dTfeh g 379t JHie=it-eter WA I AT H Th |

New design focus

TS f3SiTgeT WX By

e So, what is making the D2C brands tick?
ar 3R Fa7 § S 28 1S T T ST @I 872

o “Alot of the traditional brands have not adapted to the shift in consumer preferences.
The younger generation of consumers are demanding newer designs, fits and styles at
a much faster pace."

“TET TR TRIRE S8 ITHNFATHT BT Ferelcll THa o AR Tg T el el 9TV & | 37T
Iar fiér & SusHierdr dolt ¥ AT Bamser, fvw 3K wemew M AT @ LI

e "We launch close to 300 styles a month and have almost 65% repeat rates, higher
than industry average."

" EX A FT 300 TG ol I & 3 AR TR ca13iaT 65% Refte Ye @ &, st
3T sitwa & fw g1

e "We leverage social media to sell an entire look or vibe, rather than just products. We
are constantly listening to our customers,” Mr. Somaiya explains.

& At 3curg 18T, afess O & T & A1 el &1 Jael & forw wrerer #fdar w1 39t
YA | §H SRITAR 39T ATEHT Y a1 Goiad 6l &, A AHAAT I B |

Investor appetite

faderst & sfr

e The investor appetite for this space is not ebbing.
= &7 & faders Y 5 7 AT 2T W &

e Shuchi Pandya, Principal at Fireside Ventures, observes the D2C segment in fashion
and apparel has been displaying strong resilience and growth.

Yfr U351, FRRATSS FaH T YW, &1 AT ¢ fob hereT 3R aRersT & Sedr a7
STeREEd ardtemast AR geftr uat 1 fAe W 8
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The VC firm has invested in Fable Street, Newme and Terractive.
38 I B o Saer Fie, 7gAT 3N fFea 7 der R g

‘Demand remains robust. We see alphas in fashion in two key areas — use of tech to
manage supply chain and use of innovative materials and fabrics suited for Indian
weather,” Pandya says.

‘AT 3160 o7t AT ¢1 g et F < gy At A s iiw @ E — weend 99w wefa
FT & fT aFelid 1 390097 3R AR #Aww & T 3ugerd 78 At 3 F93 v
39T, IS gl &

She points to a rising investor interest in the premium space and menswear.

a5 NfATer &1 3R qost F Rt & sed fderst @ 2fer & 3R ST e ¢

Funding Trends in D2C Apparel Sector
Sr2&t afterrer &1 7 wfser & ygfoat

According to Tracxn, over the past year, D2C apparel brands in India secured $77.1
million in total funding.

Tracxn %w,ﬁaﬁwa&ﬁm*ﬁzﬁmaﬁﬁsﬁrsnn Afege &r
HiseT grod |

While the quantum is about 34% lower year-on-year, it reflects resilience during
challenging macroeconomic conditions.

Il Ig A ATA-GT-AT A’ 34% FA &, Ig HioeT 3w aRfEufaat & Ruar
2Tl &

“Despite a recent slowdown in funding, the strong backing for innovative brands like
NewMe and Wrogn demonstrates enduring investor confidence and growth potential
in India’s D2C apparel sector.

“GTieraT ST H HEY & aTasie, NewMe 3R Wrogn Si¥Y a¥aleait 18t &l ffer #olgd
TAYST R o 128 IR &7 & oEaN fderes faeare 3N e i wemaansit w1
R & |

Companies that present strong unit economics, capital efficiency, clear product
differentiation, and leverage offline and online channels effectively will continue to
gain investor interest,” said Neha Singh, CEO and co-founder of Tracxn.

it Shaferal A Jfae gHiATATy, it G&TdT, TISE eI feetar TEgd il § 3R
HTHATST T TS DeTell T THTAT ITATT FAT &, T RN fAdert i s urea ST
Tgdf,” Tracxn $T CEO 3R Hg-TTAUTIh sigT g o Tl

Hyper-personalisation

gISUR-cATF AT
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e Vedang Patel, co-founder of The Souled Store, said hyper-personalisation via data
and Al, and a growing preference for sustainable, value-driven brands is driving
growth for D2C brands.

g Hles TR & T-TTATYeh AG19T 9ol o gl [ 37 3K vrs F Areaw ¥ greR-
SITFARIOT IR A, HeF-HTUTR F1ET BT It TATASAT S8 St 6 Jefer i aer @
gl

« “A data-driven approach enables quick design iterations and better inventory
control, improving profitability.

ATHIEAT H FER gl &1

o Additionally, strong community engagement and a focus on everyday casual wear
have helped maintain steady demand,” Mr. Patel added.

58 TARerd, HTGT THERT 3T 3R e Frsparer FUsh X &A1 Shiod e & e
AT =0 W E,” A gee o ST

Quick delivery
I GRELICN

o Platforms such as Zepto, Slick, Knotgram, and Mnow (Myntra) have begun enabling
D2C brands to offer instant deliveries in 10-60 minutes.

Zepto, Slick, Knotgram, 3iR Mnow (Myntra) 3 Tolehiay 37 128 sist S 10-60
fAsie A acprer Belladl ¢ # TaTH AT R B

e This opens a new frontier of expansion for the new-age brands.
g AT AT & F181 & ToIv AEAR F1 v 791 47 rodr g

e Shivam Tripathi, co-founder of fast fashion brand Newme, is confident new-age
fashion brands will lead the next wave of growth in the apparel market.

st Heret 915 7t & Hg-aEATas Rige BAardy 1 favary § i 7w s & theret w13
TR ST 3 319Tel Jefer Y TET M Afed HL|

o The brand is betting big on quick commerce.
§iis fFae HIAW T T37 &9 9 & ¢

e “We are running quick fashion delivery in high-demand pin codes across Bengaluru
and NCR.

“FH q9Tel% X TARIR 7 3= A arel T 13 7 Aot Herer Befad wem @ 81
« We have been receiving strong customer love.
g TTESI § ST IR Ao T 8
e Ourplan is to scale up the channel to more pin codes and metros,” he added.
gAY Aot 38 3R 31 Rt Fgw 3R AereraRt oo RAeaRa i 1 &, 3egla sitsT|
e Mr. Tripathi said the brand is focusing on delivering the latest trends at speed,
including dresses, tops and bottoms, jewellery, and ancillaries like nails,
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shapewear.

At Fardt & gt % S5 1 wied 7§ Eg@ A At & g W g, T g, oew sk

diera, e, 3R Aew, AafaR Sl HerF awqe A &
o After 200% growth last fiscal, he expects more in FY26, backed by advanced supply
chain and data science inputs to venture into more fashion categories.

ool fae a¥ 7 200% J&f&r & a1, a8 FY26 # 3R 31fte geftr & el X W 8, o e
TS HeaT$ e 3R ST WEH 99w & FAYT & 3R 3ieren herer A3t & yaer & fow
3T fehaT SATEaTT |

e« Mr. Somaiya, too, expects quick commerce to play a major role in the growth of D2C
brands.

A7 T o A § o e e, S2dT sist Fr gefr 7 Ageaqut RS famee|

o “Consumers want latest styles, from popular brands, delivered faster than ever
before...

“mﬂmmm%ﬁamaﬁéammmmﬁasﬁﬂqu@m

o Speed-led fashion commerce is projected to grow 5X by 2028 to a $1 billion
opportunity, as highlighted in the Myntra x Bain report,” said Sharon Pais, chief
business officer, Myntra.

Fﬁ?—ﬁﬂTﬁHth%ZOZSﬁSﬂmmﬁM faforTeT 3r9ET S T GHTT
g, ot & Aear x 1 RaYe & sarar arar,” e i i e et R0 31 3 w0

o Myntra’s expedited delivery service, M-Now, is now available in Delhi-NCR and
Mumbai, too.

e &1 At Befiadt a1 M-Now 31e Reell-tareian 3k Ha$ & oft suerstr |
¢ M-Now has seen 2x growth in daily orders, she says.

3eglel I f& M-Now 3 &fe 3T 7 2 7 qefer gl ars ¢

TOPICS COVERED (PCS Special)

1. Looking back at Bach’s time as IOC president
|OC 3TeaT & T A a1 F FTAHTel Y ToALdell
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Looking back at
Bach’s time as
10C president

Agence France-Presse
PARIS

Thomas Bach’s eventful 12-
year tenure as president of
the International Olympic
Committee comes to an
end on Monday when he
hands over the reins to Kir-
sty Coventry, the first wo-
man and African to hold
sport’s most powerful pol-
itical office.

The 71-year-old German
lawyer, a 1976 Olympic
team fencing champion
faced many challenges
during his time in power.

The  state-sponsored
doping scandal at the 2014
Sochi Winter Games and
Russia breaking the Olym-
pic Truce twice, in 2014
and 2022, taxed his pa-
tience and that of the 10C
movement.

Bach faced pressure
from both sides before the
2024 Paris Games and in
the end permitted Russian
athletes to compete des-
pite the invasion of Uk-
raine, but only after being
strictly vetted and under a
neutral flag.

For Michael Payne, a
former head of I0C mar-

Bach. GETTY IMAGES

keting, Russia was the
“large elephant in the
room” and Bach was in a
“no-win situation.”

Bach had “a very tough
presidency and never
caught a break” said
Payne, but he always held
his nerve.

No more so than when
Bach resisted calls from
within Japan for the Tokyo
Games to be cancelled, not
just postponed to 2021, be-
cause of the Covid
pandemic.

The German said the
IOC would not pull the
plug.

Bach departs with the
IOC’s finances in rude
health.

Looking back at Bach’s time
as I0C president

IOC 3TegeT & T A 19T &
FTAFT Y Gt

Thomas Bach’s eventful 12-year tenure
as president of the International
Olympic Committee comes to an end
on Monday when he hands over the
reins to Kirsty Coventry, the first
woman and African to hold sport’s
most powerful political office.

AT 19 FT 12 TN $T geaATqor HRHTT
WHAIR HI AT g T § 9 T8

AW e afRfa & sreger ug Hr
Foresrerdy et F1E8 F @i, S ww Y
gau afFaere TesEifas 9g W Fifas
glet arelt ggelt AT 3T by giaft

e The 71-year-old German lawyer, a 1976
Olympic team fencing champion, faced
many challenges during his time in power.

71 geifa = I, S 1976 e s O
dIIRETSN & ARF 1B &, 7 319 FRGT &
et &S getferat o1 |re faa|

e The state-sponsored doping scandal at
the 2014 Sochi Winter Games and Russia
breaking the Olympic Truce twice, in 2014
and 2022, taxed his patience and that of the
I0C movement.

2014 |t efcrpreller Well 7 g3 I
wraforer T Gerer 3R ¥ garT 2014 3R
2022 # 3 RF geufaws #1 disar, s 3R
10C 3rigreret Fr & Y qdraw 57 27|

» Bach faced pressure from both sides

before the 2024 Paris Games and in the end permitted Russian athletes to compete
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despite the invasion of Ukraine, but only after being strictly vetted and under a
neutral flag.

ST AT 2024 IR Tt F Tgel QAT T&T F GaT1T AT HHAT AT TsT, R 3 F 3egial oot
W AN & dTaole T a3 o1 amer oet i sgafar &Y, Aferer I8 3regAfa 9 i 3R
qEET §3 & g &1 TS|

e For Michael Payne, a former head of IOC marketing, Russia was the “large elephant
in the room” and Bach was in a “no-win situation.”

ATSehel U1 & 1T, ST I0C ATHTEN & I8 W@ &, T U "FA 7 @s1 farene graft ar 3k
91 U "rarey feufar & I

e Bach had “a very tough presidency and never caught a break” said Payne, but he
always held his nerve.

T &1 T foh ST T HIIHTel "Tgd HideT" AT 3R 3¢ FoiT s €t e, et seier
g 3 gene |

e No more so than when Bach resisted calls from within Japan for the Tokyo Games to
be cancelled, not just postponed to 2021, because of the Covid pandemic.

Y ¥ & T, 9 TG 7 FIAZ AGHRY F HROT AT S AR T 37 BT S Dl Y
GG A T A9 01 Faer foham 3R 3o¢ R 2021 @ Fafara fomam

e The German said the IOC would not pull the plug.
Y AT AdT o gl foh 10C I AET geam|

e Bach departs with the IOC’s finances in rude health.

1@ 379+t 91 10C Y Ao el Ryl oiga a1 @ €
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