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1. Prehistoric Archaeological Terminologies
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2. A Dream to Create Andhra Pradesh’s Own Silicon VaIIey
in Amaravati

3T Y2 & HAWGA 7 3191 RAfAier doit ToIer 1 I9=T

Visual: Name the location of the fires in this satellite image of a West Asian country in
1991. Smoke from the fires precipitated an infamous environmental disaster. CREDIT:
PUBLIC DOMAIN

Answers to June 19 Il!]l.liZ:

1. Polylithic structures with a Prehistoric Archaeological

Terminologies

hﬂl iZﬂ'IItal Stﬂne atﬂp tUHG mﬂmm Q|@a|ad|
¢
9

vertical ones - Ans: Dolmen

2. Single standing stones of the o Polylithic structures with a horizontal stone atop
2 . two vertical ones — Ans: Dolmen

Neolithic age - Ans: Menhirs

3. Remote-sensing tech to

measure height of a built

platform - Ans: Lidar altimeter

4. Practice where only half of a

feature is excavated - Ans:

Sectioning
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e Single standing stones of the
Neolithic age — Ans: Menhirs

STIUTHIOT T & Tohel WS §V
IR — 3o AfeeT

e Remote-sensing technology to measure height of a built platform — Ans: Lidar
altimeter

fRAfAT clewler i FaTé AT T THAS dHediF — 3 ABSK A’edrAT
e Practice where only half of a feature is excavated — Ans: Sectioning

ag geufd foras ford TXT=TT T Facl ATHT HIT @il hAT ATAT § — 3a%: FarfaAar
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A Silicon Valley dream for Amaravati

CM Chandrababu Naidu's plans for a Quantum Valley could redefine the State

| STATE OF PLAY l

V. Raghavendra

raghavendra.v@thehindu.co.in

ore than 25 years
M ago, N. Chandrababu
Naidu, the Chief Mi-

nister of the unified State of
Andhra Pradesh, had a dream
to transform Hyderabad into a
global city. He managed to do
that by establishing the land-
mark HITEC City, which made
the city famous. Cyberabad,
the bustling township which
the HITEC city evolved into
over the years, is today home
to many IT and IT-Enabled
Services (ITES) companies.

He spearheaded the IT re-
volution with some valuable
contributions from a host of
luminaries, notably Bill Gates,
under whose stewardship the
Microsoft India Development
Centre (MSIDC) was set up in
Hyderabad. MSIDC was Micro-
soft’s largest software deve-
lopment centre outside its
headquarters in Redmond,
Washington.

As the Chief Minister of the
successor State of Andhra Pra-
desh now, Mr. Naidu plans to
develop a Quantum Valley
(QV) in Amaravati, on the lines
of Silicon Valley, aimed at
leading the State in quantum
technologies and Artificial In-
telligence (AD).

Going by its name, the QV
will have physical and digital
infrastructure of the highest
order, for which the spade-
work has begun. The QV pro-
ject is in alignment with the
National Quantum Mission
(NQM) that was approved by
the Union Cabinet in April
2023. The objective of the
NQM is to “seed, nurture and
scale up scientific and indus-
trial R&D and create a vibrant
& innovative ecosystem in
Quantum Technology (QT)
and accelerate QT-led eco-

Andhra
Pradesh

nomic growth, nurture the
ecosystem in the country and
make India one of the leading
nations in the development of
Quantum Technologies & Ap-
plications (QTA)”.

According to the concept
paper, it is modelled as India’s
first dedicated quantum com-
puting and deep tech ecosys-
tem and is set to be inaugurat-
ed by January 1, 2026; specific
timelines have been fixed to
facilitate this goal.

The QV project has three
key components, namely
Quantum Valley Tech Park,
academic integration, and pu-
blic sector applications. It will
focus on quantum computing,
quantum  communication,
quantum sensing and metrol-
ogy, and quantum materials
and devices.

The government will soon
appoint a Director for the
Quantum Mission, which is
going to be anchored by IBM.
The Quantum Valley Tech
Park is proposed to be deve-
loped in collaboration with
IBM, Tata Consultancy Servic-
es (TCS), and Larsen & Toubro
(L&T).

As on date, the plan is to
rope in IBM to install a 156-qu-
bit Quantum System Two,
touted to be the largest quan-
tum computer in India, L&T to
handle infrastructure deve-
lopment, and TCS to provide
quantum computing services
and hybrid computing solu-
tions, and integrating quan-
tum capabilities into sectors
such as healthcare, finance
and manufacturing. To start

with, the Andhra government
allocated 50 acres for the esta-
blishment of a state-of-the-art
quantum computing centre
envisioned to be the largest of
its kind in India, and is expect-
ed to receive a substantial por-
tion of the funding under the
NQM. Since quantum comput-
ing hardware relies heavily on
advances in cryogenics, nano-
fabrication, and semiconduc-
tor technologies, the QV is
likely to include startups and
research labs working on next-
gen chipsets, quantum dot ar-
rays and cryo-electronics.

The QV’s infrastructure is
being designed to integrate
quantum systems with classi-
cal supercomputers to enable
hybrid computing architec-
tures intended to be used for
climate modelling, genomics
and encryption, among other
things.

The DeepTech Park within
the QV is meant for the esta-
blishment of space and de-
fence institutions; discussions
are under way with the Indian
Space Research Organisation
(ISRO) to set up a testing lab,
and the DRDO to form a
Centre of Excellence.

A sum of ¥4,000 crore has
been allocated for the QV pro-
ject to be rolled out in two
phases, the first one of which
will be focused on infrastruc-
ture development, education
and research, and pilot pro-
grammes and the second on
propelling Andhra Pradesh to-
wards global leadership and
boosting commercialisation
and export capabilities.

The QV is a daunting task
that the government has ta-
ken; given that it is to be built
from scratch in Amaravati,
which itself is in a state of flux
for multiple reasons, makes it
even more daunting. Hence,
from starting off in an iconic
building proposed to be built
by L&T to reaching comple-
tion, QV has a long way to go.

A Dream to Create
Andhra Pradesh’s
Own Silicon Valley in
Amaravati

3TET 92T & AT A
3T RAfesrer deit
delTol BT T

More than 25 years ago, N.
Chandrababu Naidu, the
Chief Minister of the unified
State of Andhra Pradesh,
had a dream to transform
Hyderabad into a global city,
which he could, by
establishing the landmark
HITEC City, which made the
city famous.

25 |T g, Tef. TGaTe AT,
YT A G F HETHA A
TEETG F U ARTF AT T
T AT 3@, A 381t gIseh
A& Y TYTIAT FIFH ATHR
o

e Cyberabad, the bustling
township which the HITEC City
evolved into over the years, is
today home to many IT and ITES
companies.

HIsaIEle, S aut H gges R/ T
fafaa gam, 3mer w5 IS 3R
ITENETH Hufera) &1 Fg B
e  That was the time when he
spearheaded the IT revolution
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with some valuable contributions from a host of luminaries, notably Bill Gates, under
whose stewardship Microsoft India Development Centre (MSIDC) was set up in
Hyderabad.

3H HHY 3ogia e FiAcHT, [AAve farer Agw, & AerareT ¥ 3m$ Fifer &1 AAded o,
TSieToh ARTERI 7 &1 & Microsoft India Development Centre (MSIDC) T
g3l

o MSIDC was Microsoft’s largest software development centre outside its
headquarters in Redmond, Washington.

MSIDC Y5H3, a1fRiaTe & STgY ATSHIATFE FT Tad 93T FIFeadT AT g 27|
e As the Chief Minister of the successor State of Andhra Pradesh now, Mr. Naidu plans

to develop a Quantum Valley (QV) in Amaravati, on the lines of Silicon Valley, aimed
at leading the State in quantum technologies and Artificial Intelligence (Al).

3 SANTAHRY A T & AEIHAT & §9 A, A 7193 yeRmae 7 Faiea it (QV) &t
T et i AeTa 71 @ &, RfAFia 3ot Fr aor wx, o T 7 Faed TFardrs
31 anféReRrarer sefasia (Al) & & 3 Aqca i gl

e The idea is to make Andhra a preferred destination for an assortment of IT, Electronics,
Communications, and related companies specialising in cutting-edge technologies.

SHHT 350 1Y I AEE, ST ey, HaR AR Faftra Fafaral & fav srcamyfas
dheAlshl aTell HUfadT T Tgall IHE JoITeTT & |

e Going by its name, the QV will have physical and digital infrastructure of the highest
order, for which the spadework has begun.

S AA1H & ITEY, QV A FTaad T At dilfaew sik BiSree smurea ww=an g, e
fore S Ay fasfor w1t e 81 ghr &

e The QV project is in alignment with the National Quantum Mission (NQM) that was
approved by the Union Cabinet in April 2023.
QV TR WA Fares AT (NQM) & 37789 8, Tord ariter 2023 A FQ Afwsa o
Holr &Y A

e The objective of the NQM is to “seed, nurture and scale up scientific and industrial R&D
and create a vibrant & innovative ecosystem in Quantum Technology (QT) and
accelerate QT-led economic growth, nurture the ecosystem in the country and make

India one of the leading nations in the development of Quantum Technologies &
Applications (QTA).

NQM &7 3ege “daTfoies 3R e e srpaene 3ikx fasrer (R&D) T TReT FXar, o
AT R TG, FAEH FelTs (QT) H Teh Sildd U AdleaNT arReAfaehr a= & faaTr
AT 3R QT-3meaRa 3w R &1 o1fa &1, 3@ TIRTEAfIHRr a7 &1 &2 & N =T
3R AR T FATCH aFalia! AR TN (QTA) F Fera 7 3rarofy TSeh 7 § T qrar B

e According to the QV concept paper, it is modelled as India’s first dedicated quantum

computing and deep tech ecosystem in Amaravati and is set to be inaugurated by
January 1, 2026; specific timelines have been fixed to facilitate this goal.

QV AR 9F & ]ER, $H AU H AR FT Igell GHTIT FACH FTFear adT 31T
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& uIRfeufad a7 & w0 & fasfad forar o § 31 38 1 SeradY 2026 T 3g@mest fhar
ST O §; 3 o1& &l 9Tt el o foav fafirse gag-diame Faifia fr s &)

e The QV project has three key components, namely Quantum Valley Tech Park,
academic integration, and public sector applications.

QV TRANST & fief AT e §: FaleH dell &F urw, Aarfore vehraeor, 3R wda o
& & HTTANT |

e It will focus on quantum computing, quantum communication, quantum sensing
and metrology, and quantum materials and devices.

YOI IR g grm|
e The government will soon appoint a Director for the Quantum Mission, which is going
to be anchored by IBM.

T STeg, & Faies fAere & fou ven foeers A gerd e, fo@ IBM gary denford famar

SITET |

e The Quantum Valley Tech Park is proposed to be developed in collaboration with IBM,
Tata Consultancy Services (TCS), and Larsen & Toubro (L&T).

FareH deft T 9T T IBM, T FHecH! Hidde (TCS), 3R @i U ot (L&T) &
TEAT A FAfad ) 1 Aot B

e As on date, the plan is to rope in IBM to install a 156-qubit Quantum System Two,
touted to be the largest quantum computer in India, L&T to handle infrastructure
development, and TCS to provide quantum computing services and hybrid
computing solutions, and integrating quantum capabilities into sectors such as
healthcare, finance and manufacturing.

IAATS H AT TG & T IBM T 156-Fgfae Faies v T T A1 el & folv Siist
ST, Torl TR T W 3T FAICH FYET gl off 6T 5, L&T FAAIET T o fdenre ahr
HHTCIAT, 3R TCS Faredt Fegfeer Fame AR g8fas Fegfeer GATHET YT siam, aer
SFaieH &THdT I Fareed, faa 3iv Rfastor Sid at & whiera s

e As far as academic integration is concerned, the Andhra Pradesh State Council of
Higher Education directed the State universities to introduce quantum computing
courses as a first step, and the relevant domain expertise of reputed institutions like

the IIT-Madras, Purdue University (USA) and the University of Tokyo (Japan) has
already been enlisted.

eTToTh ThTRIOT o Tl H, T U&2T 3o0 a1 aRvwg F To3 faeafacarear & #aed
FOYFEI ITSTHH Y& Lot 1 [der i6am &, 3 IIT-Madras, Purdue University (USA)
3iR University of Tokyo (Japan) ST 9fafSad TEUTaAT T TAAYAdT Ige &r emfavel ST i
TR &I

o Coming to public sector applications, the State aimed to leverage quantum

technologies to enhance public services and to develop India’s first quantum
governance framework.
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F g TATAT 3R HRA HT TgAT FATEH ATHA T AR AT et T 18T IWT & |

e |tis to be noted that the Andhra Pradesh Government has already taken the lead in
rendering citizen services through WhatsApp, and, of pertinence is the fact that
Visakhapatnam — given its metropolitan character and superior connectivity — is the
only city in Andhra that marquee companies in the IT & ITES sector are currently
looking at as the ideal place to do business.

€T oY A9 § b T Y& IHR Ugol &Y SEICHUT & ATETH W ANTRS Va0 S
3ol @Y &, AR TE a2 o AgcaquT & for feremamamersr — 319l Ao gepfal 3R
IER FATFCTAET 3 HRUT — 3T T THATT VAT X & o1 3mEer 3 amddduw aix iy
THE HUTAT TTHTT H SR & forw Jmeet T4 Al W1 8

o To start with, the Andhra government allocated 50 acres for the establishment of a
state-of-the-art quantum computing centre envisioned to be the largest of its kind in
India, and is expected to receive a substantial portion of the funding under the NQM.

QEITA & foIT, AT WHR F 50 T3 A AT &1 § v Ao Faies Fogeer #g
TIRT FX & fT, fOT ST T @ 987 AT &7 @7 &, 31 33 NQM & dgd gaTed faa
9IYUT fAele &7 351G g

¢ Since quantum computing hardware relies heavily on advances in cryogenics,
nanofabrication, and semiconductor technologies, the QV is likely to include
startups and research labs working on next-gen chipsets, quantum dot arrays and
cryo-electronics.

ddeist 9T 3R &, ST QV & 3era-aie Rade, Faies sie 318 3 Fra-sdTciasy
R ShTH el dTel TETEIHT I ITHUTST TARTRATATT ATTHT Blot T HHTST & |

e The QV’s infrastructure is being designed to integrate quantum systems with
classical supercomputers to enable hybrid computing architectures intended to be
used for climate modelling, genomics and encryption, among other things.

QV Y AR FITAT 1 Fares AT F IRIRF FREFIE & 61 Sisa & fav
TSatTsst fomarm ST @1 & s I g1sfars wegfeer anfdeart |ava X @, Tordent 3T

srerarg Atsfar, sharfaa it vfewces Sid &=t 7 fvar s

e While boasting of QV as the one-of-its-kind model in India, the Andhra Pradesh
Government acknowledged that similar projects exist in other parts of the world,
namely the Quantum Valley in Waterloo (Canada), focused on academic research
and startups, China’s National Labs (Hefei) — a large-scale defence industry
ecosystem — and the Silicon Valley in the U.S. that is a hub for major quantum
companies but not a centralised hub.

Qvﬁmmmmm@,mmrwﬁm%@m%m%wﬁﬁ
AT IRAST Al §, S % Quantum Valley, Waterloo (Canada) it datfore
FrTHYT 3R FerEeH W Hd ¢, e & Aererer doq (§6E) — S T I3 YA FT 8T
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olifehel T Fele Fafag el o

e The DeepTech Park within the QV is meant for the establishment of space and
defence institutions; discussions are under way with the Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) to set up a testing lab, and the DRDO to form a Centre of
Excellence.

QV & 37cX DeepTech UT&F T & aAReT A T8 WEATAT T TATIAT =T & 3T [T
ISRO & TTY Teh GHETOT AT TR 3t 31 DRDO & ATY Tah Ao 316 T
FeATeY oY =TT SIRT £

o A sum of ¥4,000 crore has been allocated for the QV project to be rolled out in two
phases, the first one of which will be focused on infrastructure development,
education and research, and pilot programmes and the second on propelling
Andhra Pradesh towards global leadership and boosting commercialisation and
export capabilities.

4,000 F13 T AT QV aR@tera & forw smafed & a1 &, f3a & =t # ey fomar
SATTIT—Yg e TROT Ffaard wveaar fasre, Rraw 3 sregaum, 3R arrere FrRiFAT W Sied
g1, 3R GENT IROT 3Ty U&H F ARaF Aqea 1 3 30N 3R o fSTFor For e
&THAT Y TgT T higd g

e The QV is a daunting task that the government has taken; given that it is to be built
from scratch in Amaravati, which itself is in a state of flux for multiple reasons,
makes it even more daunting.

QV T FaAteqot F1 § 58 TR o 3o/ §; (A I8 Iavad 7 T @ 96 8, S
g, 3 &S HRUTT @ aRaderede ufa 7 ¢, safav ag 3 o Samer getdiet g srar g |

e From starting off in an iconic building proposed to be built by L&T to reaching
completion, QV has a long way to go.

L&T EaRT T T FfAfSse $1aet & 37T el H AT QUIdl a0 Tgaal oh, QV F

373ft a1 WHT AT FLAT

e While the resolve and vision of Mr. Naidu is a big positive for the project, developing
such a modern, technology-intensive ecosystem is indeed a formidable task
because the basic infrastructure can be created but giving it the final shape in the
remaining four years of the NDA government is easier said than done.

STeT At AT FT WFeq AR gf¥ewior 37 aRAIST & fov v a8t FFRIeASF a1 ¢, T8 0
Yo, dalihr-arger IRTPATARr aF 1 9 areaa & v oY w1t ¢ i gfaad
oM aY IR fRAT ST WhaT § ofohs] TASIT AR & aThT IR FTell 7 39 a7 w7 a1
Tl A HTATA § Afehe] et A FioeT|

o Therefore, time is of the essence here; just as the HITEC City did not become what it

is today overnight, the Quantum Valley too is not a dream that can be realised at
the mere drop of a hat.
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safoT, T8 AT AHedd Ageaqul §; I g1ees R v T A At ot a1, 39 & FareHA
&N sft R v 1ed A, vF R A QAL &) Tl

Amaravati School of Art

HAIGA FeT Aol

o The Amaravati School of Art flourished between the 2nd century BCE and 3rd
century CE in the region of Amaravati (then Dhanyakataka), located in present-
day Andhra Pradesh.

3T Fer Al SaT I 24 eraredY F A+ SHT geETa 3t erredY & i IRTEe”
&Y (TcHTel Hleaaed) & fIfad g3, St 31T % 3y werer 7 Rya ¢
o It was primarily patronized by the Satavahana dynasty and later by the Ikshvaku

dynasty who ruled Nagarjuna Sagar, both of whom played significant roles in
promoting Buddhist art and architecture.

S8 H{ET T U AIdaTesT 997 3R oG & S&aTF 9 1 GI&T0T e T, Tofegiol
ARRSAHRR 0T ATEe fohar 31X dleer Far vd aregaen &1 Wicanied faam|

« Satavahanas ruled Maharashtra and Andhra Pradesh, and the style reached its
perfection under the lkshvakus who ruled Nagarjuna Sagar.

HIAATgT o AFRTSE 3R AT Fa=r W AN foham, 3R Ig A gaarpait & aag
ATRSTANIR & 37 ASSAH T H Tg 1|

Key Features of Amaravati Art

AT Fer T w7 g farerwand

« Narrative Art: The Amaravati sculptures are renowned for their narrative style,
depicting scenes from the life of the Buddha and Jataka tales with intricate
details.

FYTCHE FHeT: IFGAT Hciehell AT FUTeHF Vel & Tov gy 8, foras geur &
Stiaet 3R ST FATHT & 52T A ¥ao [{Faont & are gerrar a2 g

o Material Used: Artists predominantly used white limestone and white marble,
which allowed for fine detailing and added a luminous quality to the sculptures.

YgFd AT FeThRT A LT T H The oAl TedHIATAT T 92T 6, foraa
R aAFhrel T g3 R FfcAT F wweher o7 3|
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o Depiction of Movement: Figures are portrayed with a sense of dynamic
movement, showcasing the artists' skill in rendering lifelike forms.

arfer &1 =T 7fdat A weita arfaefierar fears o5 8, S Semert S aume waresT
&THdT T AT

« Emotional Expression: The art captures inner emotions effectively, making the
figures appear more relatable and human.

HTaATcHS ATRATFT: 5T Foll H ITATRE HIGT3MT 1 FdT &7 & 21T a2 §, o
AT 3R 31fee A 3k wsita a8l 21

« Decorative Elements: Use of floral motifs, creepers, and ornamentation
enhances the aesthetic appeal of the sculptures.

AT ded: Foolt & FEaAmser, aranait, X smeqyot &1 gaver Ficrat hr Weafcmamar
EEGIE

e Symbolism: Common symbols include the lotus, elephant, and chakra (wheel),
representing purity, strength, and the Dharma, respectively.

gdiehalg: ATATT Udihl H wae, greft, 3R T (4sias) aifae g, St sharen: afd=ar,
arfed, 3R et &1 wfafa e s &

o lkshvakus and Gandharvas are found dancing around Buddha.

e Artis equally known for wonderful symbolic expression.

o Poornakumbha- A basket full of grain, a symbol of prosperity, and the emblem of the
present state government of Andhra Pradesh is derived from the art.

Influence on Hindu Temple Art
foq AR Far Wy

e The techniques and motifs of the Amaravati School significantly influenced Hindu
temple architecture, especially in South India.

JTERTECT Al ST Teheiteh 3R Tiehail o fig AR areqaren, oA & & gffior s #,

HEcaYuT JHTd STelT|

o Elements such as mudras (hand gestures), symbolic representations, and
architectural features like harmikas and chatris were integrated into Hindu

temples.
T

o The architectural elements in the construction of stupas, such as four entrances, Ayuka-
Stambhas, Harmikas, and chhatris, all made their entry into Hindu temple architecture.

Pagelo
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o For that matter, most of the early temples in south India were Buddhist chaityas
converted into temples.

« Early Hindu temples often incorporated or were built upon existing Buddhist
chaityas, showcasing a blend of artistic traditions.

IR fig AT e Aivper iy Ieq W a0 310 I7 378 FATR foh arT, St Felr
a3t & T Fr gefa £

Prominent Sites and Legacy

v e AR e

o Key sites associated with the Amaravati School include Amaravati,
Nagarjunakonda, Goli, Ghantasala, and Jaggayyapeta.

IERTECA hell ¥ T ToW T &: AT, ARRSARIST, aMelt, geerran, 3R
STaaTEgyer|

The Amaravati Stupa, also known as the Mahachaitya, is one of the most significant
monuments, renowned for its intricate carvings and historical importance.

AT U, o1 AT 1 g1 STl §, T8 AGeaqOr TAR! 7 A U §, i 379 gao
sFa1eft 3R Afaes #gea & o ufdcy 8
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Children lay flowers at a memorial to mark the 80th anniversary of the Battle of Oklnawa in Itoman, in Japan S Oklnawa Prefecture on
Monday. The three-month battle, often dubbed the ‘Typhoon of Steel’, killed about 2,00,000 people, almost half of them local civilians. AFP

Battle of Okinawa

e The Battle of Okinawa was the last and bloodiest major battle of World War II in the
Pacific, fought between the Allied Forces (mainly the USA) and Imperial Japan on
the island of Okinawa, south of mainland Japan.

Timeline:
e Start Date: 1 April 1945
o End Date: 22 June 1945
e Duration: 82 days

Location: Okinawa Island, part of the Ryukyu Islands, Japan
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Strategic Importance:

e Okinawa was seen as the last stepping stone for a full-scale invasion of mainland
Japan.

e The island could be used as a military base to launch air raids or a land invasion on
Japan.

Key Features of the Battle:

e Massive U.S. troop deployment: Over 180,000 U.S. soldiers, marines, and navy
personnel.

o Japanese defensive tactics: Included caves, tunnels, and kamikaze attacks.

o Kamikaze attacks: Suicide air attacks by Japanese pilots on U.S. ships caused
significant damage.

o Civilian involvement: Nearly one-third of Okinawa’s civilian population (around
100,000 people) died in the crossfire or committed suicide under pressure from
Japanese propaganda.

Casualties:

e Allied (mostly U.S.): ~14,000 dead, over 55,000 wounded
o Japanese troops: ~77,000-110,000 killed
o Civilians: Estimated ~100,000 dead

Aftermath and Impact:

o It was the bloodiest battle in the Pacific theatre.

o The horrific scale of casualties influenced the U.S. decision to drop atomic bombs on
Hiroshima and Nagasaki in August 1945 to avoid another such invasion.

o Japan surrendered on 15 August 1945, marking the end of World War II.
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TOPICS COVERED GS Paper II: Polity, Governance, and International
Relations)

1. Iran launches missiles at U.S. bases in Qatar, Iraq
ST o FaT 3T sTF 7 3ANE et W) Aarse geff

2. Incumbent parties retain four bypoll seats; Left loses
out to Congress in Kerala

FaT 7 FIfaer gall o TR 39gara Wel W sfia Faer @l o
H 91A o ST A gRI
3. The Sorry State of South Asian Economic Integration

Zfaror vfrT & e vhevor f g+ RRufa

4. Polls and processes: On Assembly bye-elections, the
ECI

Tera 3R 9 Remerwe susemEt W aRe gt smaer
(ECI)
5. One idea, many images

% [QOR, s ofaar
6. Iran’s n-programme, the illusion of a surgical strike
ST T GTATY] FIAFH AR AfSTFeT T8 1 847

7. Gaza to Iran: Israel’s illegal wars grow with U.S. support

ST @ $T0T: IARFT & FAST § FoUser & 3rader Jeui
RATar

8. Pakistan’s role in the U.S.-West Asia calculus

IART-aferer TR eftaor 7 arfredrer @ sffAer
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9. Iran’s parliament takes up Bill to end ties with IAEA

&I Y UG of IAEA & Y FATCT H¥eT arelT ey foam

farrefier
10. Israel-U.S. “Special Relationship”

SIS I—3TA T “Tadiy dae”
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Polls and processes

The ECI is taking some proactive steps
towards transparency

T he results of the by-elections in five As-

sembly constituencies — Kadi (SC) and Vi-
savadar in Gujarat, Nilambur in Kerala,
Ludhiana West in Punjab and Kaliganj in West
Bengal — indicate the factors at play at the local
and regional levels. The Congress-led United De-
mocratic Front candidate Aryadan Shoukath won
the Nilambur seat. PV. Anvar, who had won in
2021 as a Left-backed independent, vacated the
seat after a spat with the ruling coalition, contest-
ed as a Trinamool Congress (TMC) candidate
(which was rejected) and then stood as an inde-
pendent. The seat falls in the Wayanad Lok Sabha
constituency represented by Congress leader Pri-
yanka Gandhi. The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
candidate performed poorly. The outcome could
impact the tone of the campaigning for the Kerala
Assembly elections due next year. The alignment
of communities and relative power of parties in
both Fronts will be affected by the Nilambur re-
sult. In the Kaliganj constituency in Nadia dis-
trict, the ruling TMC’s candidate Alifa Ahmed
won by a margin of over 50,000 votes. Her fath-
er’s death had led to the by-poll. Counting day
was marred by the death of a child in a crude
bomb explosion, a sign of the continuing and dis-
turbing role of violence in the State. Assembly
elections in West Bengal will take place next year.
The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)’s wins in Visava-
dar and Ludhiana West are significant for a party
that lost power in Delhi, its original stronghold, in
February. Its MLA in Visavadar had defected to
the BJP, and the renewed mandate helps AAP re-
tain its stake in State politics. Its former State pre-
sident Gopal Italia is the winner. AAP’s former
Rajya Sabha Member of Parliament and indus-
trialist Sanjeev Arora won the Ludhiana West seat
in a State it rules. The BJP retained Kadi. The by-
polls were also notable for the new initiatives by
the Election Commission of India (ECI) to rein-
force the integrity of the electoral process and
make it more accessible. These include mobile
deposit facility for the electors at all polling sta-
tions, upgraded voter turnout sharing process re-
sulting in faster updating of the approximate poll-
ing trends, and most significantly, webcasting at
100% of polling stations. The issues of disputes
over heavy polling in sensitive booths in the con-
cluding hours of voting and transparency related
to video records of booth activities remain, and
the ECI must contmue to take proactlve measures

..........................
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Polls and processes: On Assembly bye-
elections, the ECI

Tora 3R ufshaTe: faesrae sugemEt W
TR fAara 3mater (ECI)

The Election Commission of India is taking some
proactive steps towards transparency.

R foraTerer 3maer arefear r faen & $o afrg we
35T @&T 2

o The results of the bye-elections in five Assembly
constituencies — Kadi (SC) and Visavadar in Gujarat,
Nilambur in Kerala, Ludhiana West in Punjab and Kaliganj
in West Bengal — indicate the factors at play at the local and
regional levels.

ISR o F3 (THH) 3R RBHEe, I & i, 9o &
ftramar e 3N aRRes darrer & Fferersr 7 dra freerwem =
o 3UATAl & TROMH FATAT 3 &1 TR o T bt b
g gl

e The Congress-led United Democratic Front candidate
Aryadan Shoukath won the Nilambur seat.

FIAF-AGcd T FeATSes SANHIEH We & IFAIGAR ATATGTT
afterer o afterreR e S

e P.V. Anvar, who had won in 2021 as a Left-backed
independent, vacated the seat after a spat with the ruling
coalition, contested as a Trinamool Congress (TMC)
candidate (rejected) and then stood as an independent.

9t &Y. 3re1aR, Siegiat 2021 7 amF gafda AdHT & T A Sha
BT &1 Y, 3ogi HARG daerT ¥ faarg & a1 die @ralr i,
o qorse F1E9 (v & 3FAGar & &7 7 oS (ATHTER
IEAIRR E3), 3R 37 A Faas 3FAIGER & &9 A AT of3T|

o The seat falls in the Wayanad Lok Sabha constituency,
represented by Congress leader Priyanka Gandhi.

Ig e TS NFTHT 8T F 371 §, g yfafafoca saa
aar et aeft T
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e The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) candidate performed poorly.
AR STTdT 9Tl (TST9T) FT 3FHICaR T Feeie fham|

e The outcome could impact the tone of the campaigning for the Kerala Assembly
elections due next year.

Ig TROTH 373Tel I glet aTel 3l TAUTAWST GATal o FeArdY AATT F Fa bl T T

RETIES
o The alignment of communities and relative power of parties in both Fronts will be
affected by the Nilambur result.

FHETAT T TXGOT 3R St ASae=At F gl hr qTYaT AfFT i Aeligy & TROMH F Taq7a
qga |

+ In the Kaliganj constituency in Nadia district, the ruling TMC’s candidate Alifa Ahmed
won by a margin of over 50,000 votes.

afear o Fr Fifeers furaas dic ) aares duad! Y 3FAlgar srelwr 3gdAg o
50,000 & 318 alel & Sid gTfie |

o Her father’s death had led to the by-poll.
3o7eh T 1 7Y & HROT AF IUYAT §317 AT

o Counting day was marred by the death of a child in a crude bomb explosion, a sign
of the continuing and disturbing role of violence in the State.

HAIOTT & e, Teh TUTART 997 Fawwie H veh aod Y {eg 81 918, i U A e
AR 3R Riarsee s{ffw 1 dad o

o Assembly elections in West Bengal will take place next year.
afRes qarTer & fererae T gora 3ere 99 g

e The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)’s wins in Visavadar and Ludhiana West are significant
for a party that lost power in Delhi in February.

T (T AT I Fr RrATEeR 1T gt dFe 7 ofid 39 aréf & v Ageaqet &

ST wad & et v Jar arars o1
e lIts MLA in Visavadar had defected to the BJP, and the renewed mandate helps AAP
retain its stake in State politics.

RaTae # 5O faurae & HTST9T T S AT foram o1, 3R 39 518 JAARGT & 39 T 5T
$ Teifa F 3196 BEAERT 910 W@ 7 Acg, A g1

o lts former State president Gopal Italia is the winner.
$H® I Td EUET TMITe FETTordT o il &of 1 &

o AAP’s former Rajya Sabha MP and industrialist Sanjeev Arora won the Ludhiana
West seat in a State it rules.

31T F Y& ASTWHT WG 3R 3R Fora 30T o 36 T H, 5767 /9 Far 7 ¢,
AT aFe die S|

o The BJP retained Kadi.
HTSTIT o F3) AT I THIR @7

Page17

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

a
www.patrioticias.in

e The by-polls were also notable for the new initiatives by the Election Commission of
India (ECI) to reinforce the integrity of the electoral process and make it more
accessible.

& IYGATT AR ATt T (ECI) GaRT Tordt ufthar it arefiar 3iv Reaweiaar
TGl AT 38 3Tk G Tl o oTT FATAT & ToIT 8 SoolEea @

o These include mobile deposit facility for the electors at all polling stations,
upgraded voter turnout sharing process resulting in faster updating of the
approximate polling trends, and most significantly, webcasting at 100% of polling
stations.

13 w3t AdETe Fal R AASTATHT & forw Aarse Ruifoe g, #aamar sufrafy awn
HT T Seed THAT [STEA AceTar FTaAl T Al § el a7 §37, 3N T Agea oy,
100% FETT dal 9T dqHITEEIT AT &1

e The issues of disputes over heavy polling in sensitive booths in the concluding hours
of voting and transparency related to video records of booth activities remain, and the
ECI must continue to take proactive measures to not only be fair but also to be seen
SO

sreraTer & 3ifove sieh F Hagereite gt ¥ Y AT ) Ao R iR g AT &
NfEaT RS § 3 TRERIAT S Feg 319 8 97 gU &, 31X ECI T 7 dhael #A1a&e1d g1t
forw sfeen T geltd g1t & forw o afshr wew o1 Tgar wifgu|
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GS Paper Il: Governor | ______*

Many 1Imag;
Governors should not play up divisive
images in official functions

erala Governor Rajendra Vishwanath Ar-
K lekar’s obstinate use of contentious polit-

ical iconography has shattered the ve-
neer of harmony with the State government that
marked his early months in office. Over the last
fortnight, two Kerala Ministers have protested
and boycotted official events held at the Raj Bha-
van, taking strong exception to a garlanded por-
trait of Bharat Mata — Mother India — in front of a
lion and holding a saffron flag against what ap-
pears to be a map of Akhand Bharat (undivided
India). Leaders of the ruling Left Democratic
Front decried the imagery, condemning it as a
ploy to inject a Hindu nationalist agenda into the
constitutional office of the Governor. Mr. Arlekar
nonchalantly ascribed the idea to the spirit of na-
tionalism and patriotism. The rift has since
spilled over into the streets, leading to confronta-
tions between workers of the Communist Party
of India (Marxist) and the Bharatiya Janata Party
across the State. The Mother India motif traces its
origins to the late 19th century work, Ananda-
math, by Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay, which
personified the country as an oppressed Hindu
goddess with a glorious past aspiring to regain
her enormous might. It featured ‘Vande Mata-
ram’, which became hugely popular and accept-
ed as India’s national song. With the nationalist
movement taking shape, the image found count-
less iterations across forms of cultural and politi-
cal expression. In the early 20th century, artist
Abanindranath Tagore depicted Bharat Mata as a
four-armed goddess holding a piece of white
cloth, sheaves of paddy, a book and a string of
beads. While Anandamath came under criticism
for its perceived communal undertones, with the
image being appropriated by Hindu religious na-
tionalists, Abanindranath’s image was seen as a
‘humanisation’ of the divine mother. If painter
Amrita Shergill poignantly pictured Mother India
as a pining mother staring into an uncertain fu-
ture, political and cultural portrayals of Mother
India relied on the metaphor of a woman who
was a divine, benevolent custodian of customs
and traditions, with the imagery drawing heavily
from Hindu iconography. Her flag changed bet-
ween the tricolour and saffron, depending on
who portrayed the image. Calendar art pinned
up many iterations in drawing rooms. While films
such as Mother India cemented the stereotype,
Satyajit Ray’s Devi called out the deification of
women as a patriarchal tool of subjugation.

But religious nationalists continued to weapo-
nise the symbolism, imaginatively blending the
visual of a decked-up Hindu goddess with a unit-
ed Hindu Rashtra. Secularists such as M.F. Hu-
sain, too, were drawn to the idea of the nation as
a woman and it got deeply etched in the collec-
tive psyche of the people. Given the lack of a stan-
dard depiction of the metaphor of Mother India,
the present controversy was avoidable. Gover-
nors would do well to desist from employing a
Hindu majoritarian version of a multilayered
iconic image for political expediency.
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One idea, many images

% faUR, 3« sfaar

Governors should not play up divisive images in official
functions

TsguTat Y NAFINE FRAFAT A RAeaR st Hi =g
IHIET T1fgT

o Kerala Governor Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar’s obstinate use
of contentious political iconography has shattered the veneer of
harmony with the State government that marked his early months
in office.

HTS & ASIITS ISig; FaRTATY Tl arT Rarereae == ifas
YellhT o FSUHT TN o1 SoTeh HRITeT oh YR HEIAl 7 ST A
WHPR ¥ AT fE@rs &ar ar, 38 ars ear gl

o Over the last fortnight, two Kerala Ministers have protested
and boycotted official events held at the Raj Bhavan, taking strong
exception to a garlanded portrait of Bharat Mata — Mother India
— in front of a lion and holding a saffron flag against what appears
to be a map of Akhand Bharat (undivided India).

o ygg Rt #, & 3 & AT o Tororasr # 3mAfaa snfoeies
FrigaAT o1 farer 3R afysar forar €, STet IR & A SR A Y
REATC3 § Hol Tk TEAR TG 975 2, S sraram east A1 g A 3R

WS WS R FT AFAT IS 1270 & & 47|

o Leaders of the ruling Left Democratic Front decried the imagery,
condemning it as a ploy to inject a Hindu nationalist agenda into the
constitutional office of the Governor.

TATRG AT it AT & Adi3i & 57 ofa fr fder i, s
TSI o HeTiarsh ug 7 fig Ueeard) waist A= i =rel |

e Mr. Arlekar nonchalantly ascribed the idea to the spirit of
nationalism and patriotism.

#f e &7 30 foaR &I Isgarg 3i GeasfFa $r e ¥ IRT s

e The rift has since spilled over into the streets, leading to
confrontations between workers of the Communist Party of India
(Marxist) and the Bharatiya Janata Party across the State.

ST 91 Ig THUT HSHI doh thet 1T, 50D T s & HRAT
Frgfaee qrél (ATFEArd) 3N AR Sretar arét & SHrendisif & &=
Y gU|
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¢ The Mother India motif traces its origins to the late 19th century work, Anandamath,
by Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay, which personified the country as an oppressed
Hindu goddess with a glorious past aspiring to regain her enormous might.

A 3391 &y SfY Fr 3Ry 1941 T F 3 # dfhA 95 Teededy carT fog v
39O AMAeAS U gich ¢, Tae oer &1 weh gafara g &dft & w0 & Rif3d foam aram o, s
37T ARFATS relier T IoT: TToeT FXet T AeaTHIaT @ &

o |t featured ‘Vande Mataram’, which became hugely popular and accepted as India’s
national song.

SHA A A Il AT AT, ST A SNhiord 31T 3R ae; 7 7R HT W M w7t
T

« With the nationalist movement taking shape, the image found countless iterations
across forms of cultural and political expression.

ST TWSERT 3MTaYereT 3TN of T6T AT, 779 38 Bid o Wi AR Teraiifas FffeafFaar #
IHEET TG H 978 ST |
e Inthe early 20th century, artist Abanindranath Tagore depicted Bharat Mata as a

four-armed goddess holding a piece of white cloth, sheaves of paddy, a book and a
string of beads.

203t FéY Y YEIHT H, FoTHN TGS SIFT o1 SR ATAT I TR SSATAT ATel &Y & &9
# Fafya faman, [ gt 7 adg #usT, arer & aiferat, v geas 31X Arer oY)

o While Anandamath came under criticism for its perceived communal undertones, with

the image being appropriated by Hindu religious nationalists, Abanindranath’s
image was seen as a ‘humanisation’ of the divine mother.

STET HTAGHS T 3Hb AIGIASH STHAT & ToIT JTellarelT Aol 3N 38! ofd 1 fg afdw
Irsgaret o U, I Aaeigey H oY F Rew AT F AFAHIT F T H @ ITAT|

o If painter Amrita Shergill poignantly pictured Mother India as a pining mother staring
into an uncertain future, political and cultural portrayals of Mother India relied on the
metaphor of a woman who was a divine, benevolent custodian of customs and
traditions, with the imagery drawing heavily from Hindu iconography.

fe; FRETR 3r7eT A 1 R AT Y AT Rere 7Sy Hr 3N ATehch g5 e wech #f
& &Y H HgeTcAh &7 & FfId o, a Tereiics 3R giepias o # 306 dwhri 3R
TARIAT Y ferewr, FEOMA WIaTH o & H S a1y, TSt Siadr fig Tellel & sy o

. Her flag changed between the tricolour and saffron, depending on who portrayed the
image.

37T eaT Sfa B 3R s1erar & AT Seerdr W, I8 389 R R ar a1 [ ofg s wia
e Y IGT AT
o Calendar art pinned up many iterations in drawing rooms.

HAST FAT H FFT TAT AT GIART W 3T BT o g T ILIT T T
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« While films such as Mother India cemented the stereotype, Satyajit Ray’s Devi called
out the deification of women as a patriarchal tool of subjugation.

STeT AeX 33T St frest 5w wieaTfar 1 gge ac W@, a8t easita v ad o Afganst
& ST T RqaaTcHs GHeT FT STFIT S|

e But religious nationalists continued to weaponise the symbolism, imaginatively
blending the visual of a decked-up Hindu goddess with a united Hindu Rashtra.

Afehet enfiF Tsearfeal 39 ydidarg ol gf¥AR T dE STAATST AT SIRY 7@T 3R 3
T FoF-4r g 3t TawT 3R v g e 1 dhod @ Sis e

¢ Secularists such as M.F. Husain, too, were drawn to the idea of the nation as a
woman, and it got deeply etched in the collective psyche of the people.

TATATIET FETHRI S TH.UF. GHT 377 I Y 0 Tl & T # 2 o ol & ganifad
8T, AR 7 faam ol & Wiofes A e & Tes § 3ifdhe g |

¢ Given the lack of a standard depiction of the metaphor of Mother India, the present
controversy was avoidable.

e W ATAT & TIF 1 IS TF AleAS [AA0T 761 o, SHTAT TAATST [Ad1g Y T ST

HehdT YT|

e Governors would do well to desist from employing a Hindu majoritarian version of a
multilayered iconic image for political expediency.

mﬁﬁuaﬁ*w%%wwmm%ﬁwm%
39T ¥ g7 T1fev|
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Iran’s n-programme, the illusion of a surgical strike

sia H

n renewed tensions in West Asia, Israel —
and now the United States — struck Iran’s
nuclear infrastructure, targeting multiple
nuclear facilities and its top nuclear
scientists. Iran retaliated with drone and missile
attacks, some of which have penetrated the Iron
Dome defence system. Amid the escalating
conflict between Israel and Iran, it is worth asking
a basic but urgent question. Can Iran’s nuclear
programme actually be dismantled with military
action? The short answer is no — or not easily.
Despite decades of planning, rhetoric, and covert
action, the military option against Iran’s nuclear
ambitions remains not only deeply complex but
also operationally limited and strategically risky.

Inside Iran’s nuclear programme

Iran has designed much of its nuclear
infrastructure with a military strike in mind. Its
key uranium enrichment facilities — most notably
at Fordow and Natanz — are buried underground
and reinforced with much steel and reinforced
concrete. Fordow, for instance, is located in a
mountain near the city of Qom, about 80 metres
to 100 m beneath the surface, protected by layers
of reinforced concrete and rock (RCC). These sites
are not merely hardened; they are hardened with
intent. Conventional air-dropped bombs or
missiles are insufficient to destroy such facilities.
Only the most powerful bunker-busting bombs
could possibly damage these subterranean
enrichment bunkers. While the U.S. possesses
these bombs, Israel is not known to.

Underground nuclear bunkers could be
penetrated through specialised bunker-busting
munitions such as the U.S.-developed GBU-57
Massive Ordnance Penetrator (MOP). This 30,000
pound precision-guided bomb is designed to
penetrate up to 60 m of earth or 18 m of
reinforced concrete. But there is a catch. The
MOP needs to hit its target precisely and
repeatedly, often over several days, to be effective
against the deepest military targets underground.
Israel, for all its military prowess, does not
currently possess the GBU-57. Nor does it have
aircraft capable of carrying such an enormous
bomb; the MOP requires a B-2 Spirit or B-52
Stratofortress bomber, both of which are
exclusive to the U.S. Air Force. The U.S. Air Force
caused an online stir after it announced having
used B-2 Spirit bombers in 2024 on underground
Houthi targets in northern Yemen.

Israel does have an array of air-to-ground
munitions such as the GBU-28, which can
penetrate reinforced bunkers, but its
effectiveness is capped at about 5m to 6m of
concrete or roughly 30 m of earth. However, this
is simply not enough against a facility such as
Fordow. Reports suggest that Israel has upgraded
its F-351 stealth fighters for long-range missions
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hardened
system that
cannot be
undone with a
few air strikes;
instead, what
would work is
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and bunker-busting capabilities, but even these
cannot guarantee success against the most
fortified Iranian sites. While “Israel can damage
key Iranian nuclear facilities”, it “cannot destroy
hardened sites like Fordow without U.S. military
assistance”. Even if Natanz and Fordow were
destroyed, Iran could rebuild them — and
possibly faster than in the past, having learned
lessons from earlier disruptions. For instance,
after the 2010 Stuxnet cyberattack, which
disrupted nearly 1,000 centrifuges at Natanz, Iran
not only repaired the damage but further
expanded its capacity.

Tsrael has successfully executed preemptive
strikes in the past — against Iraq’s Osirak reactor
in 1981 and Syria’s Al-Kibar facility in 2007. But
those targets were isolated, above ground, and in
the early stages of development. Iran is a
completely different case — its nuclear
programme is decades old, technologically
mature, and deeply embedded into its military
and scientific infrastructure. Unlike Osirak or
Al-Kibar, Iran’s nuclear programme is spread out,
duplicated, and heavily fortified, not to mention
backed by a more robust and regionally
connected military establishment. This is evident
in the fact that recent Israeli strikes most likely
failed to destroy the repository of Iran’s
near-bomb-grade nuclear fuel. The simple truth is
that if Israel were to attempt a unilateral strike on
Iran’s nuclear programme, it would struggle to
dismantle it fully. At best, it could delay it, and,
that too, only temporarily.

Conflict escalation
This is the reason why Israeli leaders, both past
and present, have often sought the U.S.’s backing
for any significant military action against Iran.
U.S. President Donald Trump, in his earlier
previous tenure, hinted multiple times that Israel
might be given access to advanced American
technology including MOP-class weapons. In
2020, talks resurfaced around selling Israel
bunker-buster bombs capable of penetrating
heavily fortified underground facilities. According
to open-source intelligence and defence analysts,
no such transfer has occurred — at least not
officially. Moreover, even if the U.S. was to
provide operational assistance for Israel’s military
action in Iran, the logistical and political costs for
both the U.S. and Israel would be monumental.
Launching such an operation would require
access to regional airspace, potentially violating
the sovereignty of nations such as Iraq or Saudi
Arabia, and would very likely provoke a larger
regional war. [ran could retaliate through its
proxies — Hezbollah in Lebanon, militias in Iraq
and Syria, or Houthi rebels in Yemen. It could
also directly strike Israeli or American assets in
the Gulf.

Tehran has already signalled that any military
action against its nuclear facilities would be met
with a “crushing” response. Given its ballistic
missile capabilities and strategic alliances, this is
not mere bluster. In April 2024, Tran showcased
its ability to overwhelm Israeli air defences by
launching over 300 drones and missiles in
retaliation for an Israeli strike in Damascus, but
most were intercepted. The message was clear:
Tran would retaliate to any Israeli strike with
equal fire.

Revisit diplomacy

A full-scale regional war would likely disrupt
global oil supplies, destabilise already fragile
states, and drag the U.S. and its allies into a
protracted conflict — one that may not even
achieve its primary objective. All of this brings us
to the uncomfortable but necessary conclusion:
diplomacy, however imperfect, remains the only
viable long-term solution to curbing Iran’s
nuclear ambitions. The 2015 Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA) had, to some extent,
restricted Iran’s nuclear programme and
subjected it to international inspections. Since the
U.Ss withdrawal from the deal in 2018, Iran has
violated the terms of the JCPOA agreement by
lifting the cap on its stockpile of uranium, which
is now 30 times the level permitted. It has also
steadily expanded its enrichment activities to
60% and reduced cooperation with the
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).

A new nuclear deal will undoubtedly be harder
to negotiate, especially amid regional turmoil and
deepening mistrust. However, it is still more
feasible than launching a war that cannot
guarantee a decisive outcome. The alternative — a
“forever cycle” of attacks, retaliation, and
escalation — is far costlier and could destabilise
the region. Calls for “bombing Iran” often ignore
the technical and tactical realities on the ground
that Iran’s nuclear programme is not a single
facility waiting to be destroyed. It is a vast,
hardened, and redundant system that cannot be
undone with a few air strikes. For Israel, or even
the U.S., the idea of a clean, surgical strike on
Iran’s nuclear programme is a dangerous illusion.
What is needed is not military action but
diplomatic strategy backed by multilateral
pressure, careful verification, and robust
deterrence.

Iran’s nuclear programme is not just
technically advanced. It is architecturally
resilient, explicitly designed to withstand military
strikes. If there is one lesson to be learned from
the last two decades of the Middle East policy, it
is this. Wars are easy to start but almost
impossible to end. If the strikes now are to
escalate to a full-fledged war, the cost of failure
would be catastrophic.

Iran’s n-programme, the illusion of a surgical strike

$0T T qTATY] FIAFH AR GiSTFeT T8 FT 84A

Iran’s nuclear programme is a vast and hardened system that cannot be undone
with a few air strikes; instead, what would work is sustained diplomacy

$U T AT FRHHA T e AR Asqa yorrel ¢ 9 F7o ga1$ goval & gared g1
T ST HehelT; 30 T, Y FIH FT Fhall § I8 § AR Fehf
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In renewed tensions in West Asia, Israel — and now the United States — struck
Iran’s nuclear infrastructure, targeting multiple nuclear facilities and its top nuclear
scientists.

afers ot # R & 98 aara & i, gorise 3R 3 IARET A S0 F AT IR W
oo fonaT, Tored #8 aemoy giaensit 31 3 ok damforast st fovermer srema arm

Iran retaliated with drone and missile attacks, some of which have penetrated the
Iron Dome defence system.

&0 7 9T R AW gHel F WY Tercar BT, ST @ o 3T S & JorTel! H
e H % &

Amid the escalating conflict between Israel and Iran, it is worth asking a basic but
urgent question.

FoTsd IR &0 & fi qgd FuY & I, TH A AftheT 3TTTF TR 35T AR &
Can Iran’s nuclear programme actually be dismantled with military action?
FIT A7 FNATS ¥ AT 7 ST F AT FTAHA HY 7€ HAT ST FFHAT 82

The short answer is no — or not easily.

Hfarea 3av ¥ — 8T, a7 saelt 3maEh & SE

Despite decades of planning, rhetoric, and covert action, the military option

against Iran’s nuclear ambitions remains deeply complex, operationally limited,
and strategically risky.

gRre! FY AN, TS 3R I[C FRATS & STAs[G, ST Y TAT] AgcdTHan3it &
e e e 311t off aga wifee, A 3 i w0 @ shf@aget &

Inside Iran’s nuclear programme

& & TATY] FRFA & eI

Iran has designed much of its nuclear infrastructure with a military strike in mind.
$U F 39 HTAHIR AT ST HY AT §HS FT &A1 A @ §U BoAmgat a1

Key uranium enrichment facilities — most notably at Fordow and Natanz — are
buried underground and reinforced with much steel and reinforced concrete.

Fordow 3i¥ Natanz St wap@ ¥fraer watier gaend offera aoms 18 §, 31k Asrq@
e 3R RCC & gafsard &

Fordow, for instance, is located in a mountain near Qom, about 80-100 m beneath
the surface, protected by layers of reinforced concrete and rock.

3CT8I0T & folT, Fordow Qom & UTH 9gTel 89 & f&ud &, 5 g & 80-100 He rgws
& 3R vafera Fhie 3R Teemt A wal § R g

These sites are not merely hardened; they are hardened with intent.

¥ w1 f Aoy ¢t §, afeF Tzt Aoy aars 7w {1
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« Conventional air-dropped bombs or missiles are insufficient to destroy such
facilities.

ORI §aTs 9 AT FAarser 0l Glaensii &l o7s¢ i & fov ot g
e Only the most powerful bunker-busting bombs could possibly damage these
subterranean enrichment bunkers.

hael T ATFRITCN FH-TREIT T3 €1 31 AT HatleT FFl bl fehallel TgaT Fehc! &
e« While the U.S. possesses these bombs, Israel is not known to.
STe1 AR & urw T 97 ¢, adt soREd & I AL &
¢ Underground nuclear bunkers could be penetrated through specialised munitions
such as the U.S.-developed GBU-57 Massive Ordnance Penetrator (MOP).

SR TATO] ST 1 A Tt S AR ganT s i GBU-57 wrfaa sitsew

AT (MOP) & ATETH & HeT ST ToheT &

e This 30,000-pound precision-guided bomb is designed to penetrate up to 60 m of
earth or 18 m of reinforced concrete.

IE 30,000 9133 Tolelt TR a8 60 HieX fAE A1 18 Hiex yafaa Hshie F1 digal & fou

FATAT AT & |

e Butthere is a catch.
AfhaT sHF TH YT &

e The MOP needs to hit its target precisely and repeatedly, often over several days,
to be effective.

MOP & 379 T&F I TR-IR 3 T T & ARG &Il ¢, I8 ¢ &5 et aah, arfer ag
JHTET g1 Toh |

o Israel does not currently possess the GBU-57, nor does it have aircraft capable of
carrying such an enormous bomb.

SIS & UTH TdATT & GBU-57 o1g1 & 3R a1 & ¥ar fasa § o s faene a7 &y o

T |

e The MOP requires a B-2 Spirit or B-52 Stratofortress bomber, both of which are
exclusive to the U.S. Air Force.

MOP %! B-2 ffqRe a1 B-52 FHIEH d1FaT &l ST gIai &, ST shalel FARFT AR F
9 &

o The U.S. Air Force caused an online stir after it announced having used B-2 Spirit
bombers in 2024 on underground Houthi targets in northern Yemen.

2024 # IANET AGRAT 71 3R IHA A gell fohril X B-2 Rafe sieasdt & seaare Hr
YT T, TSEH TS garad 7 TS|

o lIsrael does have an array of air-to-ground munitions such as the GBU-28, which can
penetrate reinforced bunkers, but its effectiveness is capped at about 5m to 6m of
concrete or 30 m of earth.

SORISH & ITH GBU-28 31 %% gars sfAAR &, S wafara a3l o1 3¢ Tahd &, oifchet 3ateht
&TAAT 5 / 6 HIeX FHshie A1 30 Hiex Aed g AfAa g1
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e However, this is simply not enough against a facility such as Fordow.

glelifeh, TE Fordow ST A & f&elt qiTee «7gt & |

e Reports suggest that Israel has upgraded its F-35I stealth fighters for long-range
missions and bunker-busting capabilities, but even these cannot guarantee
success against the most fortified Iranian sites.

Ralet & AR, SIS o 379e F-351 T Brged 1 ot gft A a7 drser i arevansit
& ToIT 31931S foham &, olfeheT & 811 §X16T Y HaW AT WISl o Tl WheldT Y ALY 8T
¢ Tohd |

o While “Israel can damage key Iranian nuclear facilities”, it “cannot destroy
hardened sites like Fordow without U.S. military assistance.”
HEIED W%rmaﬁugwmgﬁmaﬂaﬁwug"mm% ag “Fordow
St FAeTgE wrsel 1 AARFT H =7 weTIAT & R YT A F WewaI”

e Even if Natanz and Fordow were destroyed, Iran could rebuild them — and possibly
faster than in the past.

g7 deh foh 3191 Natanz 31X Fordow &1 5Tse 31 T farm S0, &X0eT 3+ QYaRT 9T AT &

— 3R HIraa: ggar ¥ s A

o Forinstance, after the 2010 Stuxnet cyberattack, which disrupted nearly 1,000
centrifuges at Natanz, Iran not only repaired the damage but further expanded its
capacity.
3CTEX0T & ToIT, 2010 F Stuxnet HTSET gHe A Natanz # SI3r319T 1,000 FEFYS 5C &

T A, AfFA SR o 7 ool 3 &1 Y AFAT I dfed ra= a13ar 3T sft a7 |

Israel’s Preemptive Strikes and the Iran Challenge

SIS & -Talalls gHel 31T ST Y ot

o Israel has successfully executed preemptive strikes in the past — against Iraq’s
Osirak reactor in 1981 and Syria’s Al-Kibar facility in 2007.

SIS o 37clId 7 HholdT deh T&-Telela gHd U § — 1981 F & & 3nfaw"
Rroare 31 2007 # T #r srar-freat gReT & [@ores)

o But those targets were isolated, above ground, and in the early stages of
development.

AfeheT 3 T8 rAT-IeleT, ST & F9T 3T AFrT & IRfAF T ot 7 |
e lIran is a completely different case — its nuclear programme is decades old,

technologically mature, and deeply embedded into its military and scientific
infrastructure.

$TT Teh QU oG A 3701 ATHCAT § — SHA e g[FelqX FIAHH Gl [T, dhailehl T §
afgea 31K g6 =7 va S =T 7 TS @ anfAT g

e Unlike Osirak or Al-Kibar, Iran’s nuclear programme is spread out, duplicated, and
heavily fortified, not to mention backed by a more robust and regionally connected
military establishment.
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NI 27 31eT-FreR & Tadia, 01 1 ~gfFeraR FRHA RAEge, Qe @ 3k
Ircafts wida B, 3N 38 AorqE aur T v & 3 der saaedn 1 gAY e ¢

This is evident in the fact that recent Israeli strikes most likely failed to destroy the
repository of Iran’s near-bomb-grade nuclear fuel.

IE 3T 2T Y TUSe ¢ T gITorT SoRISel gH e WHAd: AP I ST & oIreqar aH-38
fFAIT ST & HSK ol o5 A H|

The simple truth is that if Israel were to attempt a unilateral strike on Iran’s nuclear
programme, it would struggle to dismantle it fully.

el Feams I8 ¢ 1o TS SoISer TahaTwT g7 Tl &, T 38 G avg & FATCHT Hel
AR glam|

At best, it could delay it, and that too, only temporarily.

3iflrdA, I8 shad A3 FAT F v e FT Tohem|

Conflict Escalation

Frerd: 1 charer 3F qafr

This is the reason why Israeli leaders, both past and present, have often sought the
U.S.’s backing for any significant military action against Iran.

TEY HROT & T gormgelt AdT, 3rciia 3R T T it 3, ST & o fanedt of Ageayqot
F=T FREE & T 3R IARNET F gHdaT H AT R §

U.S. President Donald Trump, in his earlier tenure, hinted multiple times that Israel
might be given access to advanced American technology including MOP-class
weapons.

IANEY TSI BeATes T A 31T Ugo FIIBTA H s IR Tohd f6aT AT i oIS i
MOP-FaH gf3aRY Gfgd Ieaia HARSY daveitar & 1 Tl |

In 2020, talks resurfaced around selling Israel bunker-buster bombs capable of
penetrating heavily fortified underground facilities.

2020 #, SIS T FhT-aFET TAT T FshT I T T & YE g% i MY F S{fAraT
foaTetl Y A 7 FaTH 8

According to open-source intelligence and defence analysts, no such transfer has
occurred — at least not officially.

N8R gefersia 3R T4 RAATAL & 31TaR, VAT Rl TATATROT 6T §37 & — HA § haf
InfArRIRE T @ LT

Moreover, even if the U.S. was to provide operational assistance, the logistical and
political costs for both the U.S. and Israel would be monumental.

SGP 3TeTdT, Ife ARSI TaTeaTcH® Tgraar o a1 &, oY AR sk semsar et &
fore arfée 3t Tereifas amTd st gief

Launching such an operation would require access to regional airspace, potentially
violating the sovereignty of nations such as Iraq or Saudi Arabia, and would likely
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provoke a larger regional war.

ﬂmm@a:ﬁvmmmamgu &Y 3TIIHAT 8191, fHT S AT TS 3/

S G2t BT HYS[AT T Seedel &1 Hehell &, X Ig Toh a3 Q1T I 1 ofoH & Tehell B
Iran could retaliate through its proxies — Hezbollah in Lebanon, militias in Iraq and
Syria, or Houthi rebels in Yemen.

ST 3791 wfafafeat & Areas & STare e a% T § — daee # Rogear, [ AR
W & RAfeRET, a1 a5 # g /g

It could also directly strike Israeli or American assets in the Gulf.

I A1e gorsel! A1 IANDY SFET o @ a7 7 9ff 2T s Ihar 1

Tehran has already signalled that any military action against its nuclear facilities would
be met with a “crushing” response.

TEIeT Ul & Hohdl & T & o 3Heh! TRATY] Fiaen3il & e fnel off der swriars o
Sare "yas gfaener 3 o sreem|

Given its ballistic missile capabilities and strategic alliances, this is not mere
bluster.

mmmmﬁmmﬁmmﬁmgmmmaﬁm

In April 2024, Iran showcased its ability to overwhelm Israeli air defences by
launching over 300 drones and missiles in retaliation for an Israeli strike in
Damascus, but most were intercepted.

3 2024 F, T A SAF H U SoRISell gl & STaTd 3 300 ¥ 370+ 3 3R AT
CTaTehY FSITS el AT T&TT YOITeT Y Aee T &THAT ohl FeRleT fehdT, glelifeh 3TTRIehILr &1 Aeh
forar arm|

The message was clear: Iran would retaliate to any Israeli strike with equal fire.

T TASE AT: ST oY oY STRISN gH Y T aRTaT Y dTehd & STaTd 3|

Revisit Diplomacy

Feafa W it @ fTwr

A full-scale regional war would likely disrupt global oil supplies, destabilise fragile
states, and drag the U.S. and its allies into a protracted conflict — one that may not
even achieve its primary objective.

T qof JATa oX & e Hava: dfaes der amqfet s anfera, P et 7 iR,
AR IANFT T 38F WAAAT FY Toh o T H T Fehll § — ST GHAT: 9o HET
3587 I T 9o o Y Fh |

All of this brings us to the uncomfortable but necessary conclusion: diplomacy, however
imperfect, remains the only viable long-term solution to curbing Iran’s nuclear
ambitions.

IE S §H H TGS olfchel TaTeh TAShY T ATl §: HEaAla, 8ol &1 70T 8T, §0eT HY
YIATI] ACATHIETIHT ohl Uehel T UHHATH SATAGINF QreIhIToreh HATLTT & |
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e The 2015 Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) had, to some extent,
restricted Iran’s nuclear programme and subjected it to international inspections.

2015 FY GIFT FHT FH AT (JCPOA) = Tohell g€ cieh $eT & 7 fFerat FTAHH $
WA o o7 3R 38 aisda Adiaton o 3refis &< fear )

e Since the U.S.’s withdrawal from the deal in 2018, Iran has violated the terms by
lifting the cap on its stockpile of uranium, which is now 30 times the level permitted.

2018 & IANFT & 37 AN A g & 9IC, S ST AT T FeadsT fhaT 3R 39
Qe sisR At AT Y geT 27, S 319 srgEa WA @ 30 @ AfAF B

¢ It has also steadily expanded enrichment activities to 60% and reduced cooperation
with the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).

0 19T Hadher afafafarat 1 60% a% o1 fear § 31K IAEA & W1 Gger &\ et fear
gl

¢ A new nuclear deal will undoubtedly be harder to negotiate, especially amid regional
turmoil and deepening mistrust.

Teh ST FYfFeraT FASIAT Tiedice aradia & faw St gom, @ras = sge-gued 3R
oo Afaeara & di |

o However, it is still more feasible than launching a war that cannot guarantee a
decisive outcome.

glelifen, I 3780 o Ueoh U Jetr T JolelT # 3T sA1aeTR ¢, S fovorraess aRomsr
IR FET ST

e The alternative — a “forever cycle” of attacks, retaliation, and escalation — is far
costlier and could destabilise the region.

RFea — gaa, ufaener 3 Naar 1 36d 96 — FIA A & 3R Ig AT A I R
HhdT &l

o Calls for “bombing Iran” often ignore the technical and tactical realities that Iran’s
nuclear programme is not a single facility waiting to be destroyed.

"ETST X THE T HIT 3FET S addidh 3R ORifaE geard ) Ao H adr &
o ST T TYfFAA FTAFH IS Tehel TSHIAT 76T & ToIH 7S T ST Heh |

o |tis a vast, hardened, and redundant system that cannot be undone with a few air
strikes.

Ig Teh e, Tfara 3R gerrga womelt & 58 o gars grelt @ wHATeT e R o
T |

e Forlsrael, or even the U.S., the idea of a clean, surgical strike on Iran’s nuclear
programme is a dangerous illusion.

SIS AT G cfeh o AR & T o, ST & TfFor FHH W ATH-g, wistawer

TS 1 [TIR el HA g

e Whatis needed is not military action but diplomatic strategy backed by multilateral
pressure, careful verification, and robust deterrence.
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MERTRAT AT FIATE H1 A6 sfceh Feafah raita H1 8, S aguaiiT gam,
aUTHIEF Fearaer 31 Aoqe gfaer & gARIq 8|

Conclusion: Lessons from the Middle East

sy 7w 99 @ 99 T wew

Iran’s nuclear programme is not just technically advanced. It is architecturally
resilient, explicitly designed to withstand military strikes.

EUT FT T fFAA FTAFH halol aFallh! T W Jo=1dl o6 o | TG WIAATCHE T & d<ier g,
3R Y T O W=7 gl FT HAT FIA & AU Barse Far = g

If there is one lesson to be learned from the last two decades of Middle East policy, it
is this.

I Rreer &Y gl &1 7e q& Afar & v ek foram sie, A a8 T8 &

Wars are easy to start but almost impossible to end.

S Y FIAT AT & ol fehe] HHATCT FIAT T |

If the strikes now are to escalate to a full-fledged war, the cost of failure would be
catastrophic.

I 319 & g T Yot Jeur H qgard ¢, of Rwerar i ferd Rarersr gen |
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Iran launches missiles at
U.S. bases in Qatar, Iraq

Will never leave violation of ‘territorial integrity’ unanswered, says Iran after targeting the largest

U.S. base in West Asia; Qatar temporarily suspends airspace after US. issues advisory for citizens

Stanly Johny
DOHA

ran launched missile
l attacks at the al-Udeid

Air Base in Qatar, the
largest American base in
West Asia, on Monday
evening in retaliation for
the U.S’s strikes at the Is-
lamic Republic’s nuclear
facilities on Sunday. Qatar
said it “successfully inter-
cepted” the missiles and
that there were no deaths
and injuries.

The attack came in res-
ponse to the “blatant mili-
tary aggression by the cri-
minal regime of the United
States” against the nuclear
facilities of the Islamic Re-
public, the Iranian armed
forces said in a statement.
“Under the directive of the
Supreme National Security
Council and the command
of the Khatam al-Anbiya
Central Headquarters, the
Islamic Revolution Guards
Corps (IRGC) launched a
powerful and devastating
missile strike on the al-
Udeid base in Qatar,” it ad-
ded. Iran will “never leave
any violation of its territo-
rial integrity, sovereignty,
or national security unan-
swered?”, it said.

Qatar, which lies 190 km
south of Iran across the
Persian Gulf, houses about
10,000 American soldiers
at the base, which also
serves as the headquarters
of the U.S. Central
command.

Iran also targeted the
Ain al-Assad base housing
U.S. troops in western Iraq,
an Iraqi security official
told The Associated Press.

On Monday evening, Qa-
tar’s Foreign Ministry an-
nounced the temporary
suspension of airspace,

Doubling down

Iranian armed forces said that the attack came in response to
the ‘blatant military aggression by the criminal regime of the

United States’

® Qatar’s al-Udeid Air Base
houses about 10,000 American
soldiers, and also serves as the

headquarters of the U.S. Central

command

m Iran strikes also target Ain
al-Assad base housing U.S.
troops in western Iraq

New front: Projectiles
seen in the sky over
Doha, Qatar, after Iran’s
armed forces targeted
U.S. al-Udeid base on
Monday night. REUTERS

“aimed at ensuring safety
of residents and visitors”,
following an advisory from
the U.S. Embassy in Doha
asking American citizens
to move to shelters.

By 7.40 p.m., several
rounds of loud explosions
were heard in central Do-
ha, with multiple projec-
tiles stopped by intercep-
tors illuminating the night
sky. The attack lasted a few
minutes, and public life in
Doha remained largely un-
affected.

‘Airspace safe’

Qatar’s Defence Ministry
said its air defences “suc-
cessfully intercepted”
Iran’s missile attack. “The
incident did not result in

any deaths or injuries,” the
Ministry said in a state-
ment. The Ministry reiter-
ated that the “airspace and
territory of the state of Qa-
tar are safe and that the Qa-
tar Armed Forces are al-
ways ready to deal with
any threat.”

Earlier in the day, Israel
carried out a series of
strikes hitting government
targets in Iran that fol-
lowed a salvo of missiles
and drones fired by Tehran
at Israel.

Qatar’s Foreign Ministry
“strongly condemned” the
Iran attack. “We consider
this a flagrant violation of
the sovereignty of the State
of Qatar, its airspace, inter-
national law, and the Unit-

Iran launches missiles at U.S. bases in Qatar,

ed Nations Charter,” Fo-
reign Ministry
spokesperson Majed Al An-
sari said in a statement.
“We affirm that Qatar re-
serves the right to respond
directly in a manner equiv-
alent with the nature and
scale of this brazen aggres-
sion, in line with interna-
tional law.”

Just before the attacks,
Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian wrote on X:
“We neither initiated the
war nor seeking it. But we
will not leave invasion to
the great Iran without
answer.” Iran said earlier
on Monday that its missiles
targeted Israeli cities of
Haifa and Tel Aviv, accord-
ing to Iranian state televi-
sion.

U.S. President Donald
Trump remained quiet on
Iran’s missile attacks.

The Indian mission in
Doha urged the Indian
community “to be cautious
and remain indoors”.

The attack came after a
meeting between Iran’s Fo-
reign  Minister Abbas
Araghchi and Russian Pre-
sident Vladimir Putin in
Moscow. Mr. Araghchi de-
scribed Iran-Russia ties as
“very close and historic” ,
and emphasised Iran’s
close coordination with
Russia on regional and nu-
clear issues.

In Bahrain, a close
neighbour of Qatar that
hosts the U.S. Fifth Fleet,
the American Embassy
“temporarily shifted a por-
tion of its employees to lo-
cal telework”, it said on X.
On Monday, Bahrain sus-
pended air traffic tempora-
rily after the Iran attack.

RELATED REPORTS
» PAGE 5,14 & 15
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& o AR 3T T A 3ARNF St W) fRarsa et

Iran launched missile attacks at the al-Udeid Air Base in Qatar, the largest
American base in West Asia, on Monday evening in retaliation for the U.S.’s
strikes at the Islamic Republic’s nuclear facilities on Sunday.

&0 o AR F1 3R qarT e RO | g7 & sare # MFAaR
ATH HeR & HA-3¢¢ TS W [AAse g [, 3y ufivasy vfar &1 9«3 31
AN fSFET 1

e Qatar said it “successfully intercepted” the missiles and that there were no deaths
and injuries.
SR of Fgl fop 3T mﬁmwwmmmmaﬁgl

e The attack came in response to the “blatant military aggression by the criminal regime

of the United States” against the nuclear facilities of the Islamic Republic, the Iranian
armed forces said in a statement.

ST I Fel o Teh STl H gl foh TG GHeIT AT hT FEATHT IORTST FT AT
gaumst o fFT T Fase {37 gover o STard & fovam ar|

e “Under the directive of the Supreme National Security Council and the command of
the Khatam al-Anbiya Central Headquarters, the Islamic Revolution Guards Corps
(IRGC) launched a powerful and devastating missile strike on the al-Udeid base in
Qatar,” it added.

SHH gl T o Fer At RS FE3RA 3R @rae srer-s@faar dea asFat &
frder X, sFenfae Raleqae MMSH FIed (IRGC) = Fel F IA-348 39 TN U vad IR
e Aarse gaar

o Iran will “never leave any violation of its territorial integrity, sovereignty, or national
security unanswered”, it said.

SUToT & gl fob a8 379e1T 81T G ST, WA AT TS FRaT F et oft soeraer #r
AR g1 S|
« Qatar, which lies 190 km south of Iran across the Persian Gulf, houses about 10,000

American soldiers at the base, which also serves as the headquarters of the U.S.
Central Command.

FeR, S & & ST H 190 FreY g IR Ie® & IR U &, 38 9 7 91T 10,000
ARG At &7 21 § 3R I8 quw W FAT3 F1 JEqed Mg

e Iran also targeted the Ain al-Assad base housing U.S. troops in western Iraq, an Iraqi
security official told The Associated Press.

Teh JThY GR&TT HFAFRY o T o a7 o afRersdt 33 7 o 3Ry et & fowmer
VA HA-31AE a7 ! Y 2T =)
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« On Monday evening, Qatar’s Foreign Ministry announced the temporary
suspension of airspace, “aimed at ensuring safety of residents and visitors”, following
an advisory from the U.S. Embassy in Doha asking American citizens to move to
shelters.

AR AT, FR F fader Fare 2 it 3k smargst 1 gean & fov ey
3T T F §E FIA I GO Y, 5T T, areT AT AR ey o 3AR$T Arerient
FY IROT H AT Y FeATE Q|

e By 7.40 p.m., several rounds of loud explosions were heard in central Doha, with
multiple projectiles stopped by interceptors illuminating the night sky.

AT 7.40 S, QNET & HEY &1F H ohs Aol fATPICT T el ol 1S, R [T & IJHATT A
Qe HaTet T ATEH A F§ NSAFerTed 1 JHT|

e The attack lasted a few minutes, and public life in Doha remained largely
unaffected.

IE FHAT FS 81 [Tt aoh el 3N SeT 7 SAetsiiast U< AT AT A¢T 93T

o Qatar’s Defence Ministry said its air defences “successfully intercepted” Iran’s
missile attack.

T & T&TT HATTT o el Toh IHSF qTY T&TT JOTTe o $T0eT Y FAATST govel Y “Fherarqa®
AT |

e “The incident did not result in any deaths or injuries,” the Ministry said in a statement.
Wﬁwwﬁmﬁ#sﬁmﬁaﬁéﬂmiﬂzaﬁﬁl

o The Ministry reiterated that the “airspace and territory of the State of Qatar are safe
and that the Qatar Armed Forces are always ready to deal with any threat.”

HATETT o ST o el &7 gaTs &1 3N &1 FRAIT 8, 3R Faw wares aer fonely off Ty
¥ Agea F R grer AR &

o Earlier in the day, Israel carried out a series of strikes hitting government targets in
Iran that followed a salvo of missiles and drones fired by Tehran at Israel.

f&eT 7 Tgel, SoIse o $UT H FENY fSwal 9X gHa fhT, S Qg EaRT $osd W
Aarget 3k 39 @ g & S H A

e Qatar’s Foreign Ministry “strongly condemned” the Iran attack.
Fa? F R AAET A KT & gAer A FH Aer A

o “We consider this a flagrant violation of the sovereignty of the State of Qatar, its

airspace, international law, and the United Nations Charter,” Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Majed Al Ansari said.

T HATOT & Jaehell ATAG 3T AN o heT, “GH T Fal HT THHT, 3T §aTS &1,
ARG FTefel IR T ISE AR T °UR Ieeltred A & 1"

o« “We affirm that Qatar reserves the right to respond directly in a manner equivalent
with the nature and scale of this brazen aggression, in line with international law.”

“GH g TASC Tl § o ek $T S GEATEHT ITHHAVT T YHfer 3 AT & 31,
ARG FTefeT F HTAR TeaaT yfafhar & w1 yfsr g1
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o Just before the attacks, Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian wrote on X: “We
neither initiated the war nor seeking it. But we will not leave invasion to the great Iran
without answer.”

gHC T 81k Tge, $eT & ISl AYE YARFIA 4 X T foI@r: “gHa o7 Jeor T Y31
1 & 7 & g e €1 Aot 5 AgIT $U W gHA F AT e & A SR

e lran said earlier on Monday that its missiles targeted Israeli cities of Haifa and Tel
Aviv, according to Iranian state television.

ST & WHAR Y Ugol gl AT foh 3T FAATS T o SoRsd & =T 3 e 3T g &)
AT ST, g SRR STet s Selifdstet = T

e U.S. President Donald Trump remained quiet on Iran’s missile attacks.
AR Igufa SKeres €0 o §e & RS gadl 9X godt ST 3@

e The Indian mission in Doha urged the Indian community “to be cautious and
remain indoors”.

areT Feua SRl freret o STRAT e & Fad Ea AR e & 3eT Tea) 1 3rdier 7|

o The attack came after a meeting between Iran’s Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi
and Russian President Vladimir Putin in Moscow.

Tg GH AR H §0aT & faer #aft srsary vt 3R &7 & wegufar sanfiedR gfoer &
a’mg‘saw#m'@m

o Mr. Araghchl descrlbed Iran-Russia ties as “very close and historic”, and emphasised
Iran’s close coordination with Russia on regional and nuclear issues.

AT IR & EA-F Heelh 1 “age giarss 3R Mg sar, i e 3R gy
He@! W T & /1Y 0 & foiepe woeag 1 Y@ifeha faam
e |n Bahrain, a close neighbour of Qatar that hosts the U.S. Fifth Fleet, the American

Embassy “temporarily shifted a portion of its employees to local telework”, it said
on X.

Fa¥ & TSHHT GgeT, STeT ARHY giwrar 937 [Fud §, 7 AR garara o X = Fa1 fF
3 AT T W I FT FAATRAT T TR Tehas & TATTRT T 24T
e On Monday, Bahrain suspended air traffic temporarily after the Iran attack.

TIHAR F) A F gHA & 91 g7 A FTYRN T F gG1$ AT Ve T
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parties retain

four bypoll seats; Left loses

out to Congress in Kerala

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

After its drubbing in the
Delhi Assembly election
earlier this year, the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) was in
for good news as it re-
tained Punjab’s Ludhiana
West and Gujarat’s Visava-
dar seats after results of
byelections in five consti-
tuencies across four States
held on June 19 were an-
nounced on Monday.

The All India Trinamool
Congress (AITC) retained
Kaliganj in West Bengal
while Nilambur in Kerala
went to the Opposition
Congress. The Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP) managed
to retain Kadi in Gujarat.

AAP candidate Italia Go-
pal, former president of
the party in Gujarat, de-
feated his nearest rival,
BJP’s Kirit Patel, in Visava-
dar by a margin of 17,554
votes, according to the
Election Commission of In-
dia (EC). The byelection
was necessited after its
MLA Bhayani Bhupendrab-
hai Gandubhai resigned
from the AAP and joined
the BJP. The BJP has not
been able to win the seat
since 2007 despite its near-
total dominance in the
State. However, the party
managed to retain Kadi, a
reserved  constituency,
with Rajendrakumar Chav-
da winning by a margin of
39,452 votes over the Con-
gress’s Ramesh Chavda.
The byelection in Kadi was
necessitated due to the
death of BJP MLA Karsanb-
hai Punjabhai Solanki.

In Punjab, Sanjeev Aro-
ra of the ruling AAP defeat-
ed the Congress’s Bharat
Bhushan Ashu by 10,637
votes in Ludhiana West.

In Kerala, the Left De-
mocratic Front (LDF) go-
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Poll pulse

AAP retained the Ludhiana West seat in Punjab and the
Visavadar seat in Gujarat, while the BJP defended its

stronghold of Kadi. The Opposition United Demacratic Front
wrested the Nilambur seat in Kerala

FT1

Victory lap: AAP
leaders Saurabh
Bharadwaj and
Sanjay Singh
celebrate in
New Delhi after
the party won
from Punjab’s
Ludhiana West
and Gujarat’s
Visavadar
constituencies.

Constituency EEIE Winner | Party
Visavadar Gujarat Italia Gopal AAP
Ludhiana West | Punjab Sanjeev Arora AAP
. Rajendrakumar (Rajubhai)
Kadi Gujarat Daneshwar Chavda BJP
Nilambur Kerala Aryadan Shoukath INC
Kaliganj West Bengal | Alifa Ahmed AITC
SOURCE: ECI

Bomb attack in Kaliganj
kills nine-year-old girl

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

A nine-year-old girl was
killed after crude bombs
were hurled at her house at
Kaliganj in West Bengal on
Monday, hours after the re-
sults of the bypolls were

vernment saw a setback as
the Congress’s Aryadan
Shoukath helped the Op-
position take the Nilambur
seat by a margin of 11,077
votes. The son of late Con-
gress leader Aryadan Mu-
hammed defeated CPI(M)
State secretariat member
M. Swaraj. The Nilambur
seat fell vacant after LDF-
backed independent PV.
Anvar resigned.

announced declaring the
Trinamool Congress candi-
date as the winner. Family
members of the girl
blamed supporters the rul-
ing party for death.

FULL REPORT ON
» PAGE 5

In West Bengal, the Tri-
namool Congress’s Alifa
Ahamed won Kaliganj by a
whopping 50,049 votes,
defeating the BJP’s Ashish
Ghosh. The bye-election
was necessitated due to the
death of Trinamool Con-
gress MLA Nasiruddin
Ahamed.

‘VERDICT AGAINST GOVT.’
» PAGE 3

patrioticias.in

Incumbent parties retain four
bypoll seats; Left loses out
to Congress in Kerala

AT A Hifast ol of IR
39ere WIS 9 S wre @l
HTT H IH ST FEOT A ERT

After its drubbing in the Delhi
Assembly election earlier this year, the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) was in for
good news as it retained Punjab’s
Ludhiana West and Gujarat’s
Visavadar seats after results of
byelections in five constituencies
across four States held on June 19
were announced on Monday.

3 HTeT Y YTIATA A welt fremerasm
AT A §R & 916, 3T eH uret (AAP)
& fow 3= @av 3é FifF 3He gore A
AT aFe 3R I A ATy Wet
1 19 ST I IR T4l & g§ I Hieh &
39GATT F AIAGR $Y O aTclialt 7
REHIR @

e The All India Trinamool Congress (AITC)
retained Kaliganj in West Bengal while
Nilambur in Kerala went to the Opposition
Congress.

ufRes Femrer 7 Fforerer die 3ifer 13T qoreger
FTIH (AITC) o SR TG STaIfeh Ter Y
sAtereR dic fgeht Fw & Trd A 715

+ The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
managed to retain Kadi in Gujarat.

HRART STeTar qréf (BJP) & I T &3t Hie
3791 91T FATT 3T |
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e AAP candidate Italia Gopal, former president of the party in Gujarat, defeated his
nearest rival, BJP’s Kirit Patel, in Visavadar by a margin of 17,554 votes, according to
the Election Commission of India (EC).

AAP 3F#TcaR geTfarm aaTel, SiY I[eRTe & arél & g 3reget §, o faaraey & 3=
fAscdd gfdgaedr BJP & frfie qea &I 17,554 alel & &313T, Ig AN AR faarasT

HTERT (EC) o &
e The byelection was necessitated after its MLA Bhayani Bhupendrabhai Gandubhai
resigned from the AAP and joined the BJP.

I YA e ST gmaaAAPa:%Wmmﬁmméﬁgméﬁg&hwaw BJP
SiiseT & foram|

e The BJP has not been able to win the seat since 2007 despite its near-total
dominance in the State.

TS F AT qUt q2¥q & STds]g 2007 & BJIP 3 He FY 781 Sfie gehr ot

e However, the party managed to retain Kadi, a reserved constituency, with
Rajendrakumar Chavda winning by a margin of 39,452 votes over Congress’s
Ramesh Chavda.

gTelife, TEf f RFAYE €T FH3 T TATT T, 761 USTHHAR ATGST o1 FAF & TAY AasT
I 39,452 et T &I

o The byelection in Kadi was necessitated due to the death of BJP MLA Karsanbhai
Punjabhai Solanki.

3 H SYYATT T 3TGeTehcl BJP [AUTIH FRAAHTE TASTHTE Wereh! hT Fg & HROT
g3l

+ In Punjab, Sanjeev Arora of the ruling AAP defeated the Congress’s Bharat Bhushan
Ashu by 10,637 votes in Ludhiana West.

YSTe A GG AAP & Gslla 33T o ATORITT 3 7 FTIW & I 3907 3T T 10,637
aet & g
e In Kerala, the Left Democratic Front (LDF) government saw a setback as the

Congress’s Aryadan Shoukath helped the Opposition take the Nilambur seat by a
margin of 11,077 votes.

T H qIH A diTAs AT (LDF) TIHR T STEHT o9 FiTeh HIAW & ATATET Adlhd

fagar =t ey e 11,077 aket & 3R @ S|
e The son of late Congress leader Aryadan Muhammed defeated CPI(M) State
secretariat member M. Swaraj.

T FIAW AT HATGT AgFAG F 7 & CPI(M) F T FRAaTerd W4T T, T i
g

o The Nilambur seat fell vacant after LDF-backed independent P.V. Anvar resigned.

LDF FAfde fAdeha .. srerax & &t & ae; sAretiqT de @re g5 2|
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¢ In West Bengal, the Trinamool Congress’s Alifa Ahamed won Kaliganj by a
whopping 50,049 votes, defeating the BJP’s Ashish Ghosh.

TTREH ST & JUTHE FIAH HY BT HEAG o Hiedrsr dic 50,049 aret F S off, Segiat
BJP & 3mefiy &lw &1 g3

e The bye-election was necessitated due to the death of Trinamool Congress MLA
Nasiruddin Ahamed.

TE 3UYATT OIS FIAE AU AHIEEIT IEHE T Fcg  HROT g3

Sharp rise in women Maoists killed in operations in Chhattisgarh
since 2024

2024 ¥ Seraee # AFRIET F AN 7§ Afger AG F Hr e A aT
Crar)

e More than one-third of alleged Maoist cadres killed since 2024 in operations with
the police and other security forces in Chhattisgarh were women, data show.

377ehsT & TR, 2024 ¥ Beiterg & gfaw 3R 31w et Falt F Jry A& & AR T
A FRT H & vh-fagd F 3fOF AfFa 07|

e There has been a sharp increase in the percentage of women Maoist cadres being
killed in security operations in 2024 and 2025, compared with previous years.

2024 3T 2025 #H AT AT FA F AR A F gfaera 7 Ao aut A oo 7 Ao
qefer & a1 B

e In 2024, the number of Maoists killed in Chhattisgarh stood at 217, out of which 74 were
women.

2024 H TG H AR T ANEfeTT i G&ar 217 oY, S8 & 74 Afgamw off)
o Till June 20, 2025, out of 195 Maoists killed, 82 were women.
20 [T 2025 T 195 ATHETE AR T, fSi7a & 82 Afgary i)

¢ In 2019-2023, Maoists killed were 65, 40, 51, 30 and 20, out of which women killed
were 17, 7, 13, 9 and 5 respectively.

2019 ¥ 2023 & SRIeT AR 3T ATNGEY HAL: 65, 40, 51, 30 31T 20 &, A AfgeTT
HHAA: 17, 7, 13, 9 31T 5 |

o According to the Ministry, Maoists have formed Bal Dastas comprising young children
in Chhattisgarh and Jharkhand.

HATO o 3JHR, ATt o Selieerg 3R STREs A 1 g ToA10 8, Tof# 1o aeat
nfAe g

o Poor Adivasi parents, under coercion and threats, often part with girl-child, leading
to large number of young girls/women in Maoist cadres, the Ministry said.

HATAT oF Fgl for 10 3nfear aArar-Rar, game 3 awfemay & FrRor asfFar #
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The Ministry said women are pushed to the forefront in engagements with security
forces, but are largely excluded from top leadership.

HATSTT o1 el foh ATGT3T bl GI&TT Tl & AT HSNT F T fohar ST1elm &, olfehet 3 ofrd
Acfed A SIS AT JEel & |

IG Bastar Range P. Sundarraj said women from tribal and rural areas were coerced
or misled into joining Maoist organisations.

TEAT I & 3mSSit o, Gawrer o a1 O anfardt il amior &t it Afgerd Ay &
ST T HIAT AT AT S ST 2|

These women were later used as foot soldiers and human shields, and were
subjected to hardships, he added.

3ogiel 91T foh 3T A3 T SEAATS Yeer s 3R AT arer & w7 7 vz arm 3k
go¢ Hioer IRFEUTAAT & Fore s

He said the priority is to promote voluntary surrender and humane rehabilitation
policies.

3@l gl foh 31 AN WA TARAT FawaT ¥ ATcATHIT 3R ATTNT Goaara At
FETAT G &

Bring back woman deported to Pak. in the wake of Pahalgam attack:

HC

YA gHA & 916 TIfhEdTe HSil IS ATFT I ITIH ATel T TCA: FTEHIC

The High Court of Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh ordered the Union Home
Secretary to seek the return of a 63-year-old woman deported to Pakistan after the
Pahalgam terror attack.

A 3R FAR a7 TeE FEFIE A FT g AT AT TgET AR gHA o o
qiferEdre A5t 1€ 63 affa AT 1 argw o= =1 [er e

Petitioner Rakshanda Rashid had lived in Jammu for 38 years with her family.
ITTIehTehcT TERAET ARG et 38 st & 3 7 3rva IRER & a1y & W i

Her daughter Falak Sheikh said her mother was on a long-term visa (LTV) and had
applied for citizenship in 1996, still pending.

3oTehT ST Weleh AW o1 TATT Toh 3eTehl AT o ITH aATedT €A diaT (LTV) U7 3R 37gier 1996 &
ARTRT & T 3maesT fFaT 9T, 3y 3refr Jfea 2

The court said human rights are sacrosanct and directed the Ministry of Home
Affairs to take steps to bring her back.

I o e o AFATEFR gfaT gl & 3N 78 AT &l 3¢ A9 A F AT Feat 351
1 foder fe=m)
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e The woman was picked up by J&K police and deported via Attari border on April 30.
ARG &l STFH-FLHR IFAT o 30 3riter T IredY ST I qriFeare dr feam|

e The family said she has no relatives in Pakistan, is ill, and is running out of money.

qRER o FgT ¥ 3o qifthear # #1§ Reder 78, g R ik M memar @ ¥

Nine-year-old girl killed in West Bengal after bypoll result
3YYATT Acitor & d1G IREGH FTel 7 a1t |rer Fy it F g

¢ A nine-year-old girl was killed after crude bombs were hurled at her house in

Kaliganj, West Bengal, hours after the Trinamool Congress candidate was declared
winner.

iR Sorrer F Fforerst & #t Arer Y et Y AT 87 1S 519 3TqF W W H 7 b 91T,
T T OIS HEAW SFHIGAR I S & FS 6 916 €3
e Family members blamed ruling party supporters for the death.

IR o ARG ol F FATHRI ! 5T AT & fv SFASR SgaT|

Page3 8

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

l incidents that shook India’s economic and
national security landscape: the reciprocal
tariffs imposed by the Trump administration and
the terror attack in Pahalgam. While these events
may seem unrelated, their underlying causes and
consequences are deeply interlinked, highlighting
the urgent need for a comprehensive regional
approach to security and economic stability.
Economic and national security are often
discussed separately, but they are deeply
intertwined.

Border disputes among South Asian nations
significantly hamper trade and economic
cooperation, preventing the region from
achieving its full potential. Economic instability
fuels unrest, while security threats disrupt trade
and investment. No country can achieve lasting
security without economic prosperity, and vice
versa.

One of the least integrated

The South Asian region is one of the least
economically integrated regions in the world.
Intraregional trade of South Asia (South Asian
Free Trade Area or SAFTA) accounts for barely 5%
to 7% of its total international trade, which is the
lowest when compared to other trading blocs. In
contrast, intraregional trade accounts for
approximately 45% of total international trade
within the European Union (EU), 22% within the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN),
and around 25% within North American Free
Trade Agreement (NAFTA).

Current trade among South Asian Association
for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) countries is
just around $23 billion, far below the estimated
$67 billion. According to a United Nations
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and
the Pacific (UNESCAP) study, South Asia’s
potential trade could have reached $172 billion by
2020, which means over 86% of its capacity
remains unexploited. Even if we consider this

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS
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Trust deficits
and regional
conflicts are
hindering the
full
implementation
of key trade
agreements

assessment to be optimistic, the immense
potential for significantly increasing intra-SAARC
trade can never be denied. South Asia, the most
populous region of the world (25% of the world’s
population), represents a combined market of
only $5 trillion in GDP. On the other side, the EU,
with 5.8% of the world’s population, accounts for
$18 trillion in GDP, and NAFTA has a GDP of $24.8
trillion. This clearly shows the underexploited
capacity of the South Asian region.

There is much potential

As estimated by the UNESCAP South Asia Gravity
Model of intraregional trade, in spite of trade
liberalisation under SAFTA, intraregional trade in
South Asia is less than a third of its potential.
Bangladesh has the highest unexploited
proportion, at 93%, followed by the Maldives
(88%), Pakistan (86%), Afghanistan (83%), and
Nepal (76%). Because of terror insurgencies and
border disputes, trade between India and
Pakistan has seen a significant decline over the
years. Bilateral trade between India and Pakistan
fell from $2.41 billion in 2018 to $1.2 billion in
2024. Further, Pakistani exports to India fell from
$547.5 million in 2019 to just $480,000 in 2024.

South Asia’s trade-to-GDP ratio decreased from
47.30% in 2022 to 42.94% in 2024. Additionally,
the World Bank reported a softened growth
forecast of 5.8% for 2025, down from 6% in 2024.
As imports have grown faster than exports for all
South Asian countries, the trade deficit of the
subregion has widened from $204.1 billion in
2015 to $339 billion in 2022. However, the value
of overall trade, covering both exports and
imports, increased significantly between 201522
to approximately $1,335 billion.

Despite SAFTA, trading with neighbours is not
‘free’. The inefficient trade governing mechanism
and an unpromising political environment
increase the cost of intraregional trade, which is
one of the major reasons for significantly smaller
intra-regional trade. Costs of trading within South

Asia remain high at 114% of the value of the goods
being exported, making trading with
neighbouring nations more expensive or less
competitive, compared to trading with distant
partners.

For instance, South Asia’s bilateral trade cost
with the U.S. is only 109% despite the vastly
greater distance. It is about 20% more costly for a
company in India to trade with Pakistan than
with Brazil, which is 22 times farther away. This
discourages the formation of regional value
chains despite the geographic contiguity. In
contrast, intraregional trade costs for ASEAN are
some 40% lower than intra-SAARC trade costs, at
76%, creating high incentives for
interdependence in that bloc.

The main hurdles
The low level of intraregional trade in South Asia
demonstrates the absence of strategic policies.
SAFTA and other regional agreements have the
potential to create greater economic linkages.
Besides, over two-thirds of the potential of
intraregional trade in goods, the potential of
trade in services, and investments in South Asia
remain untapped. To this end, greater regional
cooperation could facilitate the development of
complementary and mutually beneficial export
sectors by focusing on lowering trade barriers.
SAARC had the aim of ending distrust and
tension, but trust deficits and regional conflicts
hinder the full implementation of agreements
such as SAFTA. Political diversity, regional
disputes, minority issues and terrorism are major
obstacles to regional cooperation. Most SAARC
countries are in conflict with each other,
preventing effective regional integration. Lesser
trade opportunity means lesser capacity for
innovation, production and investment in the
people of the country. Therefore, to exploit the
full potential of the South Asian region, members
must work actively to enhance intra-regional
trade, keeping aside their bilateral conflicts.

The Sorry State of South Asian Economic Integration

afayor ofar & 3 vhieor & e fTufa

In the year so far there were two major incidents that shook India’s economic and
national security landscape: the reciprocal tariffs imposed by the Trump
administration and the terror attack in Pahalgam.

3 qF & a9 7 Y AgeaqUr HeaATe ot [egier sRa & e v wedr geam afgea wt
FhSIN TGIT: T TRITHT IRT ST 1T GfAeTcas Yo A Teerana & g3 ATcharg!

gHCTI

o While these events may seem unrelated, their underlying causes and consequences
are deeply interlinked, highlighting the need for a comprehensive regional approach

to security and economic stability.

Fe A 3 geaATE I Tl 8 Fehcll €, FoTeh HeT HROT I IROMH 7187 A [T FUE,
i G 3R 3nfder [EuRar & forw woar e gfeeantor &1 sraeaenar &1 {@ifehd i ¢
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Economic and national security are often discussed separately, but they are deeply
intertwined.

3T 3R TSR YA I HFET HAaT-370T T glchl 8, olfchel I MES & Tah-g@ & 3
g &l

Border disputes among South Asian nations significantly hamper trade and economic
cooperation, preventing the region from achieving its full potential.

gfaror vframs geit & o W Rarg samar 3ik 3nfde agater a1 7R 79 & a1 A
¢, T8 Ig &1 379ei Yot &T37aT Tocl 16T &Y aTelT|

Economic instability fuels unrest, while security threats disrupt trade and
investment.

3 3T rerfar i agrar &t ¥, STt gRam wath @ay AR v Wder # afea
Cac
No country can achieve lasting security without economic prosperity, and vice versa.

1S #T ger MY Fepefer o e Tt &t e et oY Fehell 3R SHeT 3oel il AT B

One of the Least Integrated Regions

HaH FH ThHIFHd &A1 7 F

The South Asian region is one of the least economically integrated regions in the
world.

STETOT TIRIATS &1 gt o qad Fa 3T T § Thipd &7 & & U ¢
Intraregional trade of South Asia (SAFTA) accounts for barely 5% to 7% of its total
international trade, the lowest among all trading blocs.

STETOT TIRIAT T AR SATIR (WIHCT) S Fel HAWSEIT SATIR T halel 5% & 7% 8T &,
i @it ST FHgT # TR FA Q|
In contrast:
SO Taudd:
o EU intraregional trade is around 45%,
JUT T T AR SATIR TTHT 45% ¢,
o ASEAN around 22%,
ATFAITA T 22%,
o NAFTA around 25%.
SATEFET SITHIT 25% B

Current trade among SAARC countries is just around $23 billion, far below the
estimated $67 billion.

AT G2t & ST ATl SITIR STeTT 23 3R STeR &, i o J1eTATIoI 67 3R Sfe &
HIHT HA g

A UNESCAP study estimated that South Asia’s potential trade could have reached
$172 billion by 2020, meaning over 86% of its capacity remains unexploited.
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Teh JATHYT 3ETAT & 3FTAN, GAT0T UFRAT 7 Wenmfaray SR 2020 o 172 34 STeR ek

g Hehell T, SrehT 378 § o st 86% & Jrftrer avera 3ieh o arwgerar 21

Even if we consider this assessment optimistic, the immense potential for significantly
increasing intra-SAARC trade cannot be denied.

§Tl &1 §H 3 3Tehole] T JTRATATET AT, ATARS HTeh SATIR TGTeT T STRY THTGATHT T
SoIPR AGT TohaT SIT HhelT|

South Asia, with 25% of the world’s population, represents a combined market of
only $5 trillion GDP.

giaor i, S o faeg Y 25% SaraEan ater 817 §, shadl 5 fefaras sta shEidt &
YFA AR Tl AT ¢ |
In contrast:

Zq faudid:

o EU has 5.8% of world population but $18 trillion GDP,
TRrefer e 3 g Y 5.8% AAWEAT § oifeheT 3HeT 1S 18 Rfore stew €,
o NAFTA has a GDP of $24.8 trillion.
STt 7 SNEidY 24.8 R stex 21
This clearly shows the underexploited capacity of the South Asian region.

g TYSe T § STA0T TRIATE &7 Y rqaTed 39T Y 7€ 771 1 g2 &1

There is much potential

As estimated by the UNESCAP South Asia Gravity Model of intraregional trade, in
spite of trade liberalisation under SAFTA, intraregional trade in South Asia is less than
a third of its potential.

TATHT WY TRAAT IS ATsel & AR, HIFET & AT IR SGRIFIOT o STaolg
g feor ufRrm # 31TaRe AR sHhy FHE=T & vh-faee @ sy w7 2

Bangladesh has the highest unexploited proportion at 93%, followed by the
Maldives (88%), Pakistan (86%), Afghanistan (83%), and Nepal (76%).

AT H FIH 3T HTTFT HHIGAT & 93%, 38 G ATAGIT (88%), TTFFEATT (86%),
HBIMTAETATT (83%), 31 AUTer (76%) &1

Because of terror insurgencies and border disputes, trade between India and
Pakistan has seen a significant decline over the years.

ITddare 3R AT fFaE) & FRUT 9RT 3R qifFEde & ST SA9R & auf T F16 REe
S B

Bilateral trade between India and Pakistan fell from $2.41 billion in 2018 to $1.2
billion in 2024.
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AR 3R aIferEaTet & oier gfaaafir samar 2018 & $2.41 37T ¥ ¥ 2024 H $1.2 3IRT

g IAT|
o Pakistani exports to India fell from $547.5 million in 2019 to just $480,000 in 2024.
HRA I qifedr! faata 2019 # $547.5 fAfATe & gea¥ 2024 # Faw $480,000 &

T
o South Asia’s trade-to-GDP ratio decreased from 47.30% in 2022 to 42.94% in 2024.
STETOT TRIAT T SATIR-R-SAEYY Irqarer 2022 7 47.30% & GEHT 2024 F 42.94% &1 31|

e« The World Bank reported a softened growth forecast of 5.8% for 2025, down from 6%
in 2024.

faea &% 71 2025 & T 5.8% 1 efielt fashrer & 1 31gATET 9T B, ST 2024 & 6% W HA
gl

o As imports have grown faster than exports, the trade deficit of the subregion widened
from $204.1 billion in 2015 to $339 billion in 2022,

AT & AT & 3170 s & dget & HROT 5T 398TT I SR °1eT 2015 H $204.1 3R

¥ FgHT 2022 H $339 3R & AT

e The value of overall trade (exports + imports) increased significantly between 2015-
2022 to approximately $1,335 billion.
Tl SATIR (AT + AT T Hed 2015-2022 & el S3T819T $1,335 IR Ieh 56 1|

o Despite SAFTA, trading with neighbours is not free due to an inefficient trade
governing mechanism and unpromising political environment, which increase the
cost of intraregional trade.

HTFET & FTeo[G, ATHTE SATIR YOI 3R FeATahde Aatellfae aTaravor & HRoT TrHT et
¥ WY SR "HEFT" 781 ¢, 6 ale samar i awerd 56 S 8

e Trading costs within South Asia remain high at 114% of the value of the goods being
exported.

g faoT TRITT # ATIR AT faid aeg3it & #ed A1 114% -1 g ¢

e In comparison, South Asia’s bilateral trade cost with the U. S is only 109%, despite
greater distance.

gae faudia, gfaror uferar 1 3R F W1y gfavsiir SaaR arera Faa 109% &, s
{1 g 310 ¢

e |tis 20% more costly for an Indian company to trade with Pakistan than with Brazil,
which is 22 times farther away.

fFe AR FU=l & AT IIfhEdreT & T STl & T SATIR FAT 20% FEGT ST &,
STerfen gratter Y gfY 22 Iqe rfers &

o This discourages the formation of regional value chains despite geographic
contiguity.

stanfores e & STas(e I8 8T Feg @3 & AT 1 galcanied Hd |
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o Intraregional trade costs for ASEAN are around 76%, i.e., 40% lower than intra-
SAARC trade costs.

ITAATT A ATANF SATIR AT FAIMHTA 76% ©, ATl AT F HFTa 40% FT |

The main hurdles
HET e

e The low level of intraregional trade in South Asia shows the absence of strategic
policies.

CTETOT UTRIAT & 3MTaR® AR H7 et Fax wreifas faat Air sreqafPafa w qafer

o SAFTA and other regional agreements have potential to create greater economic
linkages.

|t 3 31 & wwsiial 7 e snfie Sgm aae S wearaer B |

e Over two-thirds of the potential of intraregional trade in goods, services, and
investments in South Asia remain untapped.

afaror ofam #F awgat, Jamst s fAdet & snaie samar #i Q- ¥ srfts wemaee
3780 oY T & |

o Greater regional cooperation can develop complementary and mutually beneficial
export sectors by lowering trade barriers.

SATYI ATETHT T FH F, AT TEAT & [T JR IREIRE 7 § amsry =t &=
faerTad fohe o wadt 2|

e SAARC aimed to end distrust and tension, but trust deficits and regional conflicts
hinder full implementation of agreements like SAFTA.

TS T 3662 JfaRard AR da1a &1 FATCA FIAT 20T, et farara i F# 3R e
ST o AIFeT SH WAL & qof Frafeadet 7 arer srel|

« Political diversity, regional disputes, minority issues, and terrorism are major
obstacles to regional cooperation.

gl
o Most SAARC countries are in conflict with each other, preventing effective regional
integration.

31ferenier O er 3oy & guy i RRufa 7 &, 5o werrd) &= vheor Targ A&7 8 arar|
e Lesser trade opportunity means lesser capacity for innovation, production and

investment in the people of the country.

FH YR AU T 7Y § G2 T SToIdT F AR, Scute AT fAaer i aavar & w1

o To exploit the full potential of South Asia, members must work actively to enhance
intra-regional trade, keeping aside their bilateral conflicts.

GTaToT UTRIAT Y qut FHTGAT3HT 1 @197 35T & T, Heea qeif &l 39+ 3mat gfagafy
HEST Y T B TG, AR SATIR Y 31 ¢ Thd T F FH1F HIAT 91T
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Gaza to Iran: Israels illegal wars grow with U.S. support

What began as a response to the Hamas attack is quickly spiralling into an all-out regional conflict in West Asia

| DATA POINT

Sambavi Parthasarathy

he United States’ involve-
T ment in the Israel-Iran

conflict has sparked con-
cerns of an escalating regional
conflict in West Asia. However, the
U.Ss stance isn’t new. Data shows
that it has supported Israel’s offen-
sive acts steadfastly amid calls for
ceasefires and even when the lat-
ter was accused of war crimes.

Only last year, the International
Criminal Court (ICC) issued arrest
warrants for Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu and former
Defence Minister Yoav Gallant, cit-
ing allegations of crimes against
humanity and war crimes, includ-
ing starvation as a method of war-
fare. The then U.S. President Joe
Biden had defended Israel and “re-
jected the ICC’s application for ar-
rest warrants”. News reports show
that the people of Gaza continue to
starve as Israel still restricts food
trucks and aid from entering the
region.

Chart 1 shows that fewer than a
thousand food trucks entered Ga-
za in the past two months — the
lowest in at least a year. The food
aid provided also drastically de-
creased from 2 lakh tonnes in Fe-
bruary this year to less than 20
thousand tonnes in June this year.

But the war is not just confined
to Gaza now. Israel has intensified
its attacks on other countries in
the region as well. What began as a
response to the October 7 Hamas
attack in 2023 is quickly spiralling
into an all-out regional conflict in
West Asia. Armed Conflict Loca-
tion & Event Data (ACLED) data
shows that Israel alone has
launched over 42,000 attacks in
the region, with almost 25,000 on
Palestine alone (Chart 2).

Close to 60,000 people have
been killed in the attacks carried
out by Israel in the 615 days bet-
ween October 7, 2023 and June 13,
2025. More than 55,000 people
were from Palestine, with more

Gaza to Iran: Israel’s illegal wars grow with U.S. support 3TaT

than 17,000 victims being chil-
dren. Apart from Gaza, people
have been killed in attacks
launched by Israel in Yemen, Leba-
non, Iran and Syria in the period.

While many countries have re-
peatedly expressed concerns
about the grave humanitarian cri-
sis unfolding in Gaza, the UN has
been urging through resolutions
demanding an immediate cease-
fire. Data shows that the U.S., des-
pite international concerns, has di-
plomatically shielded Israel in the
international arena (Table 4). It
has been against all resolutions
concerning Palestine and cease-
fire, except for Security Council re-
solution 2735 (2024).

Israel has refused all resolutions
brought to the table. India, which
had voted “yes” in several resolu-
tions demanding a ceasefire or hu-
manitarian aid in the region, has
abstained in the latest resolution
passed on June 12 which had de-
manded a ceasefire again. This is
the fourth time India has ab-
stained from voting in a resolution
asking for a ceasefire in Gaza in the
past three years.

The U.S. continues to back Is-
rael militarily and with foreign aid.
According to a press release from
March this year, the Trump admi-
nistration has approved nearly $12
billion in major foreign military
sales to Israel.

The United States on Sunday
struck three prominent nuclear
sites in Iran: Natanz, Fordo and Is-
fahan. While President Donald
Trump congratulated the Ameri-
can warriors on their successful
mission in Iran, data from YouGov,
an international online research
data and analytics technology
group, shows most Americans are
wary of the U.S.’s entanglement in
a conflict. Most Americans
thought the U.S. military should
not get involved in the conflict bet-
ween Israel and Iran (Chart 5).
The figure was higher across De-
mocrats and Republicans alike.
Only 16% of all U.S. citizens felt
that their country should even get
involved in Israel’s latest conflict.

Pursuing death and destruction |

\
\ A

3y

Chart 1: The number of food trucks and food aid (in tonnes)

allowed into Gaza in the last one year

«®= Food trucks (right axis) ™ Food aid (in tonnes: Left axis)

Table 4: How U.S., Israel and India voted on key resolutions
concerning Palestine since October 7, 2023

| U.S. I Israel I India
2lakh 5 10000 Resolution 1 No No Abstained
Data not available for -
March-April 2025 Resolution 2 No No Yes
15lakh 8000
a Resolution 3 No No Abstained
6000 Resolution 4 No No Yes
Ak Resolution 5 No No Yes
4000
il 6 No No Yes
0.5lal
2000 Resolution 7 No No Yes
o Resolution 8 No No Abstained
June  Aug. Oct. Dec.  Feb. May& June Resolution 9 No No Yes
2024 2024 2024 2024 2025 2025 ion 10 No No Yes
Chart 2: The number of attacks carried out by Israel in West Resolution 11 No No Yes
Asia from October 7, 2023 to June 13, 2025 Resolution 12 No No Abetuined
pecsine T onts [ o [ Mo | ves
Lebanon 16,702 14 No No Yes
15 No No Yes
Syria | 947 Attacks include drone Resolution 16 No No Abstained
strikes, shelling, armed Note: Not all resol 5 i
Iran |58 clashes, disrupting lote: Not all resolutions were about ceasefire
2’,‘;:5“;"5 useand Chart 5: What U.S. citizens think about their country
Yemen | 39 getting involved in Israel’s conflict with Iran
Bl VYes,itshould MM Notsure HM No,itshould not
Jordan | 7

Chart 3: The chart shows the number of persons killed due to
Israeli attacks in West Asia since October 7, 2023
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The United States’ involvement in the Israel-Iran conflict has sparked concerns of

an escalating regional conflict in West Asia.ZoRISd-831eT TuY & 3rAR®T Y sieiierd
o gfRas v A 9ed & Tuy F AT Riar Ter Y ¥

e The U.S.’s stance isn’t new. Data shows that it has supported Israel’'s offensive acts
steadfastly amid calls for ceasefires and even when the latter was accused of war
crimes.

AR T @ 7T AL &1 37hs fe@rd § T 3mAReT o Ferdfarre & el 3R e
ORI & 3R & STaolg SoRTSe o HThIHe el i RTaR A fHar g

e The ICC issued arrest warrants for Israeli PM Benjamin Netanyahu and former Defence
Minister Yoav Gallant, citing crimes against humanity and war crimes.

TS 1 SERIFeN TEUTTHA SSTTHA Acfedrg 3R I& T&T HAT AT Iefe & erd
ATATAT & TR IR R Feer IRt & fAv FIRFARY arke SRy fhv|

e U.S. President Joe Biden rejected the ICC’s application and defended Israel.
IARET Tsgufa A a185 o IMSHRT F aRe FF WIS X AT 3R seRs #1 e [Fan|

o People of Gaza continue to starve as Israel still restricts food trucks and aid from
entering.

IS & o197 38 FR T ¢ FAITh Sordrser 376l off Wie gl 3R FerIar &1 3iey 3 & Uk

WEIEl
« Fewer than a thousand food trucks entered Gaza in the past two months — the
lowest in at least a year.

ﬁaﬁa’mﬁa’rﬁm#aﬁmmwwqﬁ S FH Y A TH a8 H G698 A 2|

o Food aid dropped from 2 lakh tonnes in February to less than 20 thousand tonnes in
June.

I FEIA BIa # 2 A ST & T 51 7 20 §oIR o & 8t F7 @ 715
e Israel has intensified its attacks on countries beyond Gaza.
SORISST o ISl ¥ TN 31T ¢ TR &Y gl oot X R &

e What began as a response to the October 7, 2023 Hamas attack is spiralling into a full-
blown regional conflict.

ST 7 AT 2023 FI FATH $ §AW o ST 3 [E G AT, Ig 37 Teh 0T &1 HEY Feier
ST 3T &

o ACLED data shows Israel has launched over 42,000 attacks, with 25,000 on Palestine
alone.

ACLED 32T & (]8R $oRISel o 42,000 ¥ 31+ gael fhv 8, TSi1a & 25,000 Faer
frfereier W g

e Nearly 60,000 people have been killed between October 7, 2023 and June 13, 2025.
7 AFEa 2023 ¥ 13 ST 2025 & ST ST 60,000 1T AR 1T

e Over 55,000 victims were from Palestine, including more than 17,000 children.

55,000 ¥ 3+ Nf3T rfoeda o &, 59 17,000 ¥ 31w a== AT &1
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e Israel also launched attacks in Yemen, Lebanon, Iran, and Syria.
SORISH of e, AdeATeT, $I0eT 3 FRAT 7 9fr gver FU|
e UN has repeatedly urged for immediate ceasefire through resolutions.
HYFT TSE A TR-TR GEATAT o HTETH H ceehlel HESTaRIT i 3er 1 gl
e The U.S. has diplomatically shielded Israel and opposed most resolutions concerning
Palestine and ceasefire, except UNSC Resolution 2735 (2024).
IARPT A SRS T FHicailicin & F AT IR Fefreder 7 FerdfamT @ 53 i

ST #hr farer foha, e geear g geare 2735 (2024) |
e Israel has rejected all resolutions.
SIS e of Y JEATal Sl @RS fRaT B

e India abstained from voting in the latest resolution passed on June 12, demanding
ceasefire. This is the fourth abstention in three years.

HRC & 12 ST &l TR AT H HEGTTH STEdTd W AT 8 Weol ThaT| Ig oot ast &
gt aR |

e The U.S. continues to back Israel militarily and with foreign aid.
3TART 3791 3 oIS & A 3R el HeTaT & &9 7 gHIT S W@

e In March 2025, the Trump administration approved nearly $12 billion in major foreign
military sales to Israel.

AT 2025 H E9 SR o SIRTSS I I 12 IR STe & Y@ A Hial &l Hopl &
e On Sunday, the U.S. struck three nuclear sites in Iran: Natanz, Fordo and Isfahan.
dar 1 ARG 7§ F AT ITATO] TAaT: e, Bt HR STHETT 92 g fham|
e President Trump praised the mission, but YouGov data shows most Americans
oppose U.S. involvement in the conflict.

Tseufa e & AT i TgT 6, AfFT YouGov 3eT fe@rar & 7 srfaier sraR$rsw
Fuy # AR Hr #ehigRt &1 faer w4 81

e Only 16% of U.S. citizens believe the country should get involved in Israel’s latest
conflict.

FaeT 16% TANHY AR ATAA & o 27 P SRS & AdTdHd TaY 7 iR g arfgu|
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Pakistan’s role in the U.S.-West Asia calculus

Pakistan has a complex relationship with Iran, with the two countries competing for influence in Afghan

trade routes via land important. Pakistan can play a role for the US. in isolating Iran in case of a conflict with Israel

WORLD INSIG

D.P. Srivastava

n June 22, U.S. President

Donald Trump announced

that the U.S. had conducted

military strikes against three
Iranian nuclear installations. This is a
momentous event, the outcome of which
could change the shape of West Asia for
decades to come.

Previous western interventions in Iraq
(1992 and 2002), and in Libya (2011), saw
quick military outcomes, but long term
destabilisation of the countries.

Mr. Trump warned of ‘far greater’
attacks in the future if Iran does not
‘make peace’. Iranian Foreign Minister
Abbas Araqchi has said that “Iran reserves
all options to defend its sovereignty,
interests and people”. Will this then be a
long drawn-out war? How will it impact
the situation in the sub-continent, as the
U.S. strike was preceded by Pakistan's
Chief of Army Staff General Munir’s
meeting with President Trump. The
general, who got himself promoted to
Field Marshal only recently, arrived in
Washington soon after Israel bega
attack on June 13.

U.S. interests’

General Asim Munir’s private lunch with
Mr. Trump at the White House on June 18
was an unprecedented departure from
protocol. Normally, heads of states or
governments have to vie for this honour.
While the meeting was projected by both
sides in the sub-continent’s context, this
makes little sense as India-Pakistan
hostilities came to an end a month ago.
There was no urgency to demand the U.S.
President’s attention.

Earlier in June, Pakistan was praised in
a Senate hearing by General Michael
Kurilla, the head of the U.S. Central
Command (CENTCOM). He praised
Pakistan’s ‘value as a partner’ in
countering terrorism and mentioned its
role in the arrest and extradition of Mohd.
Sharifullah, accused of killing 13 U.S.
soldiers, who were deployed during the
U.S. evacuation from Afghanistan, at
Kabul airport on August 26, 2021.

This was a curious statement
considering that Pakistan undermined the
two decade-long U.S. effort to stabilise
Afghanistan despite receiving $20 billion
as U.S. assistance during the period.
Imran Khan, the then Pakistan prime
minister gloated over the U.S’s
humiliating withdrawal and said that
‘shackles of slavery” had been broken. It is
unlikely that the CENTCOM chief had
forgotten such recent history, and
therefore one needs to understand what
exactly led to the sudden change in the
U.Ss position.

For the U.S., West Asia is far more
important than South Asia. Though
America is no longer dependent on oil
imports from the Gulf, it has large
economic stakes there. During his recent
visit to the region, Mr. Trump extracted
more than $3 trillion worth of
commitments in investment in the U.S.
from Gulf monarchies. The security of
Israel is also deeply enmeshed in
American politics. The focus of the
CENTCOM chief’s testimony was not
South Asia, but the situation in the West
Asian region and how to deter Iran with
Pakistan support.

Pakistan-Iran relations

Pakistan has a complex relationship with
Iran. The two countries compete for
influence in Afghanistan. Pakistan takes
pride in being the only Muslim majority

f the ‘Jamaat

C y stance:

state p nuclear weapons, and it

lami’ hold a

d on June 10, defence was

does not like the idea of losing that status.
There have also been attacks on Iranian
security personnel by groups based in
Pakistan. This had triggered missile
exchanges between the two countries in
2024.

Pakistan can play a role in isolating
Iran in case of a conflict with Israel. Iran
depends on imports for most of its food
requirements, and therefore trade routes
via land are important in case conflict in
the region leads to a closing of ports along
the Persian Gulf. There are five trading
posts on the Iran-Pakistan border through
which there is smuggling of petrol and
diesel from Iran to the Pakistani side of
the border. Iran also supplies electricity
for the Gwadar port situated in Pakistan’s
Balochistan province.

On June 15, Pakistan announced —
around the time General Munir arrived in
Washington — the closure of its land
borders with Iran, except for the return of
Pakistani nationals. In 1965, Iran under
the Shah regime had provided sanctuary
to the Pakistan Air Force. And now,
Pakistan has slammed the door shut in
Iran’s face.

The understanding between Pakistan
and the Trump administration was
probably in the works for some time. It
may be recalled that Pakistan received a
fresh commitment of $1.4 billion under
the climate resilience program of the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) in the
midst of recent hostilities with India. This
was in addition to the release of $1 billion
under the existing commitment of $7
billion from the IMF as the nation faces a
desperate economic situation. President
Trump’s intervention also helped
Pakistan when Indian armed forces
neutralised Pakistan’s air defences, and
struck a critical facility near Nur Khan Air
Base in Rawalpindi.

Increased defence outlay
In Pakistan’s budget for FY2025-26

provided an increased outlay despite
overall downsizing of the expenditure by
7%. The stated figure for defence
expenditure was 2.55 trillion Pakistani
rupees. This, however, does not include
an allocation of 742 billion

Pakistani rupees on account of military
pensions. Therefore, the overall defence
outlay is 3.29 trillion Pakistani rupees
($11.65 billion). This rep asharp

to condemn Israeli strikes on Iran, in Karachi, Pakistan, on June 23. Ap

heart of the conflict in Balochistan, which
never wanted to join Pakistan. The Khan
of Kalat had declared independence in
1947, supported by the Loya Jirga. While
Jinnah initially recognised Balochistan’s
independence, he later sent in troops to
suppress the new founded state.

The thrust of General Munir’s April
speech was on suppressing the Baloch
national struggle. Balochistan is

trategi important as it borders the

hike of more than 17% over the previous
year’s budget. The development sector,
already neglected, has seen a 50%
reduction to 1 trillion Pakistani rupees in
the recent budget.

Pakistan is a heavily indebted country.
The interest payment of 8.207 trillion
Pakistani rupees is the largest item of
expenditure in the budget, accounting for
74.14% of the federal government’s
revenue share of 11.07 trillion Pakistani
rupees. The total di on account

Sistan-Balochistan province of Iran where
the Chabahar port is located. Gwadar is
essentially a military facility for the
Chinese navy, and not a transport hub. It
accounts for only 1% of Pakistan’s
maritime trade.

Has Pakistan discovered new fault lines
to exploit? The timing of the U.S.'s entry
into the Iran-Israel war could not have
been better from Pakistan’s point of view.
It’s sinking economy needs continued
i despite the 25 IMF bailout

of defence and debt service exceeds
Islamabad’s share of revenue. Federal
government departments, other than
defence, have to be run on the basis of
fresh loans. While Shahbaz Sharif's
government has projected an improved
foreign exchange position with reserves
amounting to $11.5 billion, this was made
possible only by the rollover of $16 billion
of loans by friendly countries.

Ideology

On April 16, General Munir in a speech
told his Pakistani audience that they
belong to a “superior ideology”. He also
mentioned the two-nation theory, and
said that Kashmir is the jugular vein of
Pakistan. However, Mr. Munir was simply
repeating what has become Pakistan’s
official creed.

It was Muhammad Ali Jinnah who had
originally propounded both these ideas.
The ideology of Pakistan since then has
been to impose a uniform religious
identity ignoring national and linguistic
diversities of its people. This lies at the

packages it has received so far.

With the increasing imprint of religion
in Pakistan’s polity, the sectarian divide
has coloured its relations with Iran.
Internally, there has been a rise in attacks
by Sunni extremist groups on Shia
pilgrims going by the land route to Shia
holy cities in Iran and Iraq. This is nota
coincidence — these groups enjoy the
Pakistan army’s support which has used
them to counter Baloch nationalism.
While a tacit understanding with the U.S.
on Iran could hold the fort, it will have a
domestic cost. It will not go down well
with the jihadist constituency the
Pakistan army has cultivated. For in the
same speech in which he ranted against
India, General Munir also pledged
support to the struggle of the people of
Gaza against Zionist Israel.

Pakistan has thus lived and is
continuing to live with such
contradictions.

D. P. Srivastava is former Ambassador to
Iran and author of Pakistan: Ideologies,
Strategies and Interests.

Pakistan’s role in the U.S.-West Asia calculus

istan. Iran is dependent on food imports which make
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v

General Asim Munir’s private
lunch with Mr. Trump at the
White House on June 18 was
an unprecedented departure
from protocol.

v

In Pakistan's budget for
FY2025-26 presented on June
10, defence was provided an
increased outlay despite
overall downsizing of the
expenditure by 7%.

v

The timing of the U.S.’s entry
into the Iran-Israel war could
not have been better from
Pakistan’s point of view. It's
sinking economy needs
continued assistance despite
the 25 IMF bailout packages it
has received so far.
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IARHT-af e T Fefteor 7 arfredrer @ sfAr

Pakistan has a complex relationship with Iran, with the two countries competing for
influence in Afghanistan.

IfREdTeT 3R K & ST Ffee Fa9 &, 3R ST S ImenferEarT & yHT ¥ faw
gfaraut R &1

Iran is dependent on food imports, which make trade routes via land important.
S W AT W AR B, oraa o1ff & aAreasr @ s9maR A’ Ageaqul &1 ofd &

Pakistan can play a role for the U.S. in isolating Iran in case of a conflict with Israel.

e &er 3T soRIEd & fig Tuy g1ar g, ar 3R & forw & Y eer-ao9r w7 F

aTferEarer ${fAeT fem Heva B

On June 22, U.S. President Donald Trump announced that the U.S. had conducted
military strikes against three Iranian nuclear installations.

22 [ &1 ARG Tegufa skares Eu A ©ivor i i 3R o et S aaTop fSwat
W #7 g fhu )

This is a momentous event, the outcome of which could change the shape of West
Asia for decades to come.

g U Maefe gear &, foraen aRone uftass ol Y gerst a& Y e sgo gFar ¢

Previous Western interventions in Iraq (1992 and 2002), and in Libya (2011), saw
quick military outcomes but long-term destabilisation.

3 (1992 31T 2002) 3K #fifer (2011) # qaadt afRasr geqamt # asht & d=7 aRomr
frer AfeheT dreerrfore rfeyRar 3|

Mr. Trump warned of ‘far greater’ attacks if Iran does not ‘make peace’.

A T F Aaraer & & e ST “enfay 7€ seirar, ar <30 oft 92 g B T B

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araqchi said, “Iran reserves all options to defend its
sovereignty, interests and people.”

SUTeT fader FAAY 3reaT 3a o T, ‘S 3Toel A9, Rt i sterar #1 v & faw

st ey 3T Twar g

The U.S. strike was preceded by Pakistan’s Chief of Army Staff General Munir’s
meeting with President Trump.

S AR EHel A Tgel TTHEFdT & QT Y@ Failel HAR 1 Asgafd ¢O A HoTHId g5
|

General Munir, who was recently promoted to Field Marshal, arrived in Washington
soon after Israel began its attack on June 13.

&Tel & 7 Bres AR 9g T Jalewtd §U STeilel AR, 13 [ Y FoIISel GaRT goell LT
W*maﬁm@l

U.S. interests

IFARFT & R
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e General Asim Munir’s private lunch with Mr. Trump at the White House on June 18
was an unprecedented departure from protocol.

18 [T Y TETSC BT3H A STer<el AN HAR T €7 & fo¥sh & Felmatar aw § geat TF
IHTROT e AT

e Normally, heads of states or governments have to vie for this honour.
AT AT AT AFR GHET 1 §6 FFATT & fHT T4 311 931 ¢

o The meeting was projected in the sub-continent’s context, though India-Pakistan
hostilities had ended a month ago.

Ig oo gfaror TRIAT & weet 7 wefda i 78, STafsh #Ra-arfFEar & die aar vF A
g "HTCT &1 1S oY

o Earlier in June, Pakistan was praised in a Senate hearing by General Michael Kurilla,
head of U.S. CENTCOM, as a ‘valuable partner’ in counter-terrorism.

STl T BT H, Tifrearer i Fgar FANAY Qega (A W STailel ASH FiReel o
e 7 &Y, 3 38 rawarg R F318 7 ‘Feaant aEeR’ Idr|

 He cited Pakistan’s role in the arrest and extradition of Mohd. Sharifullah, accused
of killing 13 U.S. soldiers at Kabul airport on August 26, 2021.

355iot AigFHAG IgeaTs 1 FARFarY 3 yedor 7 arferedrer i 81fF 1 soor R,
fSIE oX 26 3T 2021 FY FTg TIEIE TT 13 IANFT AT A geam 71 IR |

e This was curious since Pakistan had undermined the U.S. effort to stabilise
Afghanistan despite receiving $20 billion in U.S. aid.

Ig ST=T IS AT Fifeh TIFREATe =¥ 20 I STa A AR FgrraT Ao & aras[g

IANFT F IrpmfaEdnT TuHwtor yImat F FASR fFAT 47|

e Then PM Imran Khan had celebrated the U.S. withdrawal, calling it ‘breaking the
shackles of slavery’.

3 WAT & TUIFHAT SAIT FTA ¥ IARDT A ox et i FiRi Ft asar F7 7
geft g 4|

e Yet now, there is a sudden shift in U.S. attitude toward Pakistan.
379 FARNFT F TIfhEdreT & 9fd T&@ A 3=ATF 99 T ) AT W § |

o Forthe U.S., West Asia is more important than South Asia, due to economic
interests and Israel’s security.

3ARET & forT aftes ofdr, fEor ofirar & srfts wgeayet &, #ifs agr snfdw fea 3ik
SIS el hY GI&TT AT & |

e Mr. Trump recently secured $3 trillion worth of investment commitments from Gulf
monarchies.
<9 o g7t &7 7 @rEt et & 3 Refrwer ster & foaer wfaegeane ured i

e CENTCOM’s testimony focused on West Asia and how to deter Iran with Pakistan’s
support.

Hogohla T ITATET T Pichd TR THRIAT 3R IIfFEdTeT & TEAT T T Y Uehet T AT|
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Pakistan-lran relations

o Pakistan and Iran compete for influence in Afghanistan.
qifehedret 3R ST rweanfaeare & yorg & fow gfarauf i &1

e Pakistan takes pride in being the only Muslim-majority state with nuclear weapons
and resists losing that unique status.

IfeREcTet ol 3 ST WX 314 § T3 g Tl AT agel IATY] Hoed I6E § 31K a6 59
ey RRufy #r @ 7€t @

e There have been attacks on Iranian security forces by groups based in Pakistan,
triggering missile exchanges in 2024.

i ITUTRE gl EaRT $T=1 AT Toil W gaa §U I, TEw 2024 # gt i &
aﬁammgtrl

o Pakistan can help isolate Iran in case of conflict with Israel, especially if Persian Gulf
ports are closed.

ATfeREdTel SoRTSe & AT Oy $Y RUfa 7 RieT F HAT-Ue09T F:A & AGE X Tohdl 6,
T 3PN BRA & WE & 9918 ¢ 8l AT

o Iranis dependent on land trade routes for food imports.
ST 1 W AT & fow o AR Avlt 9x e @ wsar ¢

e There are five trading posts on the Iran-Pakistan border through which petrol and
diesel smuggling occurs.

SOA-qITREdTeT AT W 9T AR GiFRFAT 8, ST8r & 9t 3K iea Y awmd e §1
o Iran also supplies electricity to Gwadar port in Pakistan’s Balochistan province.
ST, ATfETeT & deffaare A RUd 7ame e39mg F fasrelt off 3mqfcl aear &

¢ On June 15, Pakistan closed its land border with Iran, allowing only return of
Pakistani nationals.

15 SToT T UTTehEcTel o ST F AT 37qaA ${fA WAT 9 T &Y, Shefor ifrEarh ARSI hr
Tt Y 3regAfa

e In 1965, Iran under the Shah regime had offered refuge to Pakistan’s Air Force.
1965 3 SIeT & 2ATE ATHT & TG ITFEATeT AT VAT Y AROT & 75 Y|

o Now, Pakistan has shut the door on Iran.
3T GIfhEdTe o 0 F fAT STaTelT 5g T AT &

o Pakistan-Trump understanding was likely in the works for some time.
IfehEcTel A EU FRITH o sl THST ATIE F6 FAT § AR HT 31 7 Y|

o Pakistan received $1.4 billion under IMF’s climate resilience program during India-
Pakistan hostilities.

HRa-Tfedare & AT qona & SR, Tiferedtel &1 IMF & Srorarg aehierde FHH & dgd
1.4 319 3TeR FT TFA |

o Additionally, $1 billion was released from the existing $7 billion IMF commitment,
amid Pakistan’s economic crisis.
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AT &Y, AITREdTe & TR Hhe & GNIeT 7 3 STer & Alar IMF 38 # & 1 31« steX
&r srfaRerd Tfr o Sy iy 718

e« Trump’s intervention helped when Indian forces neutralised Pakistan’s air defences
and struck near Nur Khan Air Base in Rawalpindi.

<9 I gEdaTT 30 A # WA 3117 ST HRAT Jell o Afshder T arg Y&t i fAftwma
fFrar 3R Traa s e o7 @ vaRew & ary g |

Increased defence outlay
GT §3T 18T =7

o In Pakistan’s budget for FY2025-26 presented on June 10, defence was provided an
increased outlay despite overall downsizing of expenditure by 7%.

10 ST Y TE e 9 2025-26 & Fore & =77 H 7% $Y Feld F I1as[e T &8 ¥ Ter
gam TaesT T I
e The stated figure for defence expenditure was 2.55 trillion Pakistani rupees.

T&TT 47 & T aifide 1fey 2.55 feforger aifrearit T3 4|

e This, however, does not include an allocation of 742 billion Pakistani rupees on
account of military pensions.

gTelifoh ST 742 3T IIfFEaret 39 Y A= dereT Fr Afr enfAyer 781 &1

e Therefore, the overall defence outlay is 3.29 trillion Pakistani rupees ($11.65
billion).
$H YehR Fel 14T &9 3.29 fefaaer wifhearst s ($11.65 faferen) g1

o This represents a sharp hike of more than 17% over the previous year’s budget.
Ig Rrod a¥ & Fo1e Y galar & 17% @ 370 At a1 gafr w1 geAfar |

e The development sector, already neglected, has seen a 50% reduction to 1 trillion
Pakistani rupees in the recent budget.

uge & 81 3uTara R &7 7 50% it wekdt & a1 § 3R 30 1 Reforgsr wiFrearn o

deh ger fear = gl
e Pakistan is a heavily indebted country.
UIfREdTeT Ush T ol 3er & |

e The interest payment of 8.207 trillion Pakistani rupees is the largest item of
expenditure in the budget.
goTc 7 8.207 e forgs wifrraret 92 &1 s41oT $ITaTeT WaW 937 =47 A ¢

e It accounts for 74.14% of the federal government’s revenue share of 11.07 trillion
Pakistani rupees.

g 11.07 Rfoaer mfreart $ud i T Toa REded #1 74.14% &1

o The total expenditure on account of defence and debt service exceeds Islamabad’s
share of revenue.

T&TT AR FOT ¥aT T Blot ATell Fel ST SEAATAIG i o Feedary F 1= ¢
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Federal government departments, other than defence, have to be run on the basis of
fresh loans.

T&TT & 37ITal T FIHR F 37 AT FY AT HO F TR I TeT 9371 2|

While Shahbaz Sharif’s government has projected an improved foreign exchange
position with reserves of $11.5 billion, this was made possible only by the rollover of
$16 billion of loans by friendly countries.

STafer ergaTer aiw TR A $11.5 afeTer & feeh 7qer #7sr & wrr dgax Rufa
ITHTST TaTIT &, TE halol o it GanT $16 faferaer & ot : Qeraitay w3 3 Hova g7
Hhr|

Ideology
IEEELINY

On April 16, General Munir in a speech told his Pakistani audience that they belong to
a “superior ideology”.

16 3T Y ST AR o 3T HTVOT H rfhEcllal SieAcl & gl 7o I “Avs Rameamr @
SEIRCES

He also mentioned the two-nation theory, and said that Kashmir is the jugular vein of
Pakistan.

3ogiel &Y ISg fAgHTa &1 T Seor@ fohar 3R Far foh FAR wifdears H R (Shawan)
gl

However, Mr. Munir was simply repeating what has become Pakistan’s official creed.
gTaTeR, Y AAR hdol I8 aTeV W@ & i 37T IIiFeare &1 snftaie fRguid a1 g 8|

It was Muhammad Ali Jinnah who had originally propounded both these ideas.
HeFHAG el fAeaTT o T §9 @ g SNl FaaRy Y wicrarer B

The ideology of Pakistan since then has been to impose a uniform religious identity
ignoring national and linguistic diversities.

9 A iRl 1 Ry W@ § o ag wsdrr 3 smarh ffderanst # s w3 ge

T AT OfAs 98T 9|

This lies at the heart of the conflict in Balochistan, which never wanted to join
Pakistan.

TET &1 FelfaEdtel 3 HaY FT FET FROT ¢, Torgel weft arferearer & anfrer gham w1ét =mem|
The Khan of Kalat had declared independence in 1947, supported by the Loya Jirga.
FATT & W o7 1947 H TacadT H gyom $Hr off, T ST FSRem 1 qadsr yred 27|

While Jinnah initially recognised Balochistan’s independence, he later sent in
troops to suppress the newly founded state.

i1t o g aeRFaTe it Tadaar F AGAT &, Al I A A T TSI F @A F
fore o aar|
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e The thrust of General Munir’s April speech was on suppressing the Baloch national
struggle.

STl AR & 38T $THOT T HEY g o[ Aseardl Herd Y garer AT
o Balochistan is strategically important as it borders Sistan-Balochistan province of
Iran, where the Chabahar port is located.

TARITAT AIF T @ FAgeaqor § FiRR I8 &t & Rara-aeRedr id & @er &,
STE! ITEgR deang Rud ¢

o Gwadar is essentially a military facility for the Chinese navy, and not a transport
hub.

TqTET HEAq: =il A A v de gl 8, i A aRage Fx 79
e It accounts for only 1% of Pakistan’s maritime trade.
Ig IR & HHAT SATIR T Fael 1% BEAT T

e The timing of the U.S.’s entry into the Iran-Israel war could not have been better from
Pakistan’s point of view.

$UT-3IRTS o A FARFT FY T FT TAY, NHFTAT F gRCHIOT § FI@ 3T 7|
« Pakistan’s sinking economy needs continued assistance despite the 25 IMF bailout
packages it has received so far.

TIfhEdTer i Zad FFTTEAT T 3T TF & 25 IMF d3M3C YFar [Holel & Fas]g dMar

HETIT FY HTFTTFT 2|
o With the increasing imprint of religion in Pakistan’s polity, the sectarian divide has
coloured its relations with Iran.

qifREdTe Y Tareifa & et Y gedt 8 & a1, GiverRe fFuTsie o &0 F 919 39F
HauY &Y gafad Har g

e Internally, there has been a rise in attacks by Sunni extremist groups on Shia
pilgrims going by land route to Shia holy cities in Iran and Iraq.

AR ® 4, $0T AR 50F & Riar 9l wyat F1 amen w3 are R denfat o gesit
34T WHEI F EHA TG & |

o These groups enjoy the Pakistan army’s support, which has used them to counter
Baloch nationalism.

4 Fog NiFEATA {1 F FAST F Gol-Fel 18 8, o1 T[T UG FT HHTEell FIA &
T gotenT TR fFAT B

e While a tacit understanding with the U.S. on Iran could hold the fort, it will have a
domestic cost.

&1 W IFARST & VYT 0F AleT wosr AT 1 910 1@ w9l §, ifehet sHT ooy o
TFTelt asalt|

+ |t will not go down well with the jihadist constituency the Pakistan army has
cultivated.

Ig 30 fSed) aot ) TR A1 g1, o wiftherarsit @« o aut & S R §
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¢ Inthe same speech, General Munir also pledged support to the struggle of the
people of Gaza against Zionist Israel.

3T Y07 F, STl HeAR o AT SIS & fEATd AAT & WAl & Fod i gader &
& sft =hvom Fr|

e Pakistan has thus lived and is continuing to live with such contradictions.

qrferedreT W& faemsmaY & vy sfar amar # s srw sy s wer 21
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[ran’s parliament takes up
Bill to end ties with JAEA

-GS Paper Il: International

Instltutlons '
" Kdnurpirdaaulerjee----"'

NEW DELHI

The parliament of Iran
started discussing a Bill
that would pave the way
for suspending Tehran’s
cooperation with the Inter-
national Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA), Moham-
mad Bager Qalibaf, Speak-
er of the Islamic Consulta-
tive Assembly (Majlis)
announced on Monday.

The announcement was
welcomed by the members
of the Majlis even as the
IAEA convened an emer-
gency meeting of its Board
of Governors in Vienna
where Director General Ra-
fael Mariano Grossi said
the global nuclear watch-
dog is ready to bring this
military conflict “to an
end”.

“In accordance with the
religious decree of the Su-
preme Leader, Iran has no
plans for non-peaceful ac-

In the spotlight: IAEA chief Rafael Grossi arrives for a meeting of
the Board of Governors in Vienna on Monday. GETTY IMAGES

tivities. However the world
clearly saw the Atomic
Energy Agency has not ful-
filled any of its obligations
and has become a political
tool,” Speaker Qalibaf said.

In his remarks at the
IAEA’s Board of Governors
Meeting in Vienna, Mr.
Grossi cautioned against
“nuclear accident” and
said, “We are in the midst
of a serious conflict. But
there is still a path for di-

plomacy. We must take it,
or the global non-prolifera-
tion regime could crumble
and fall.”

“There is a common de-
nominator: we do not want
to see a nuclear accident;
we do not want to see
more nuclear weapon
states in the world. The
IAEA is ready to play its
part to bring this military
confrontation to an end,”
Mr. Grossi said.

Iran’s parliament takes up Bill to end ties with IAEA

ST Y UG A IAEA § Y GHATCT el arelT [Aggs foram

CRIRIC)
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e The parliament of Iran started discussing a Bill that would pave the way for
suspending Tehran’s cooperation with the International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA), Mohammad Bager Qalibaf, Speaker of the Islamic Consultative Assembly
(Majlis) announced on Monday.

§0eT T §HE 7 WHIR T T 307 o 27 E &, ST A6 T IAEA & 6T FEAT FY
foreifad FIa T ART YT T, Ig BIYUT Ao & reqe] AgFAC aIhT HI D o |

e The announcement was welcomed by the members of the Majlis even as the IAEA
convened an emergency meeting of its Board of Governors in Vienna.

Ig BYOT AT F WEEAT GaRT EG1eTd Q9T AT 15, STelfeh IAEA o fagam 3 3197
AT AYS Y HTITT d5F Jorrs |

« Director General Rafael Mariano Grossi said the global nuclear watchdog is ready
to bring this military conflict “to an end”.

STINFEY Sellel el ATRATA AT o e o AR qATo] ATt Feur 58 Ao gad
I FATCT Lo & [T JIR &

¢ “In accordance with the religious decree of the Supreme Leader, Iran has no plans
for non-peaceful activities.

gl ofisT & e ameer & 37AR, SO T A-enfaqet afafaftrat £ #1§ e 7di 21

e However the world clearly saw the Atomic Energy Agency has not fulfilled any of its
obligations and has become a political tool,” Speaker Qalibaf said.

ifehet gieiar & TUse &9 @ @M o WATV] FAT TAHT o 37elt F1S oft ey g it v g
3R a8 T TSIfas 3YFHIOT S IS §,” 3TETET FHTelaTh o el

¢ In his remarks at the IAEA’s Board of Governors Meeting in Vienna, Mr. Grossi
cautioned against a “nuclear accident” and said,

IAEA & Traeidt S Y et F 3o & alrer, At AT o “oRaATo] gefear” sy darae & iR

ohel,

e “We are in the midst of a serious conflict. But there is still a path for diplomacy.
“GH Teh I WErd o oy A §| olfehot 3137y off Freahifer 1 AT ot &1

o« We must take it, or the global non-proliferation regime could crumble and fall.”
B S0 AT MRV, AT ARG ITAT] JYER YOI &8 el g1

¢ “There is a common denominator: we do not want to see a nuclear accident; we do
not want to see more nuclear weapon states in the world.

“TGT Uk WA 36527 &: 5 Y waATo] geiea i gl dwa area; 6 gfaar & 3l
e qaT] E AR Hee A2t Y A Swa A

o The IAEA is ready to play its part to bring this military confrontation to an end,” Mr.
Grossi said.

IAEA 58 8+ T &I GATCT FI A 911 AT fsma & fow e g, 4 aivedr ¥ e
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Israel has shared a ‘special relationship’ with the
U.S. as an indispensable ally for most of its history

Since 1967, US-Israel relations have strengthened significantly; while the US. backed the Balfour Declaration and recognised Israel in 1948, early ties were tense, especially during the 1956 Suez Ci

and over Israel’s nuclear programme; the 1967 war marked a turning point, positioning Israel as a key US. ally against Soviet influence; today. America offers unwavering aid and support to Israel

Stanly Johny

Iran on June 13, three

days ahead of a sche-
duled meeting between
American and Iranian ne-
gotiators. They had already
held five rounds of talks
and U.S. President Donald
Trump had he wanted
a deal with Iran over the
country’s nuclear pro-
gramme. The Israeli attack
practically derailed Mr.
Trump’s diplomatic push.
Yet, he welcomed the Is-
raeli strike, and demanded
“unconditional surrender”
from Iran. Within a week,
as Israel was struggling to
intercept ballistic missiles
from Iran, Mr. Trump, who
built his political base rail-
ing against America’s wars
in the past, took the U.S. to
war in Iran. American B2
bombers and missiles
struck three Iranian nu-
clear facilities — Fordow,
Natanz and Isfahan - des-
pite opposition from Mr.
Trump’s political base.
This is not surprising given
the history of the U.S.-Is-
rael relations. Throughout
Israel’s war in Gaza, which
was triggered by Hamas’s
October 7, 2023 attack, the
U.S., under both Biden and
Trump  administrations,
stood solidly behind the
Jewish nation. And this has
been a consistent policy of
the U.S. administrations, at
least since 1967. What ex-
plains this relationship?

l srael started bombing

The U.S. had supported
the idea of a Jewish home-
land even before the state
of Israel was declared with-
in historical Palestine in
1948.

The origins
On March 3, 1919, two
years after the Balfour De-
claration, in which the Brit-
ish government declared
its support for the creation
of a “Jewish homeland in
Palestine”, then U.S. Presi-
dent  Woodrow  Wilson
said, “The allied nations
with the fullest concur-
rence of our government
and people are agreed that
in Palestine shall be laid
the foundations of a Jewish
Commonwealth.” In 1922
and 1944, the US. Con-
gress passed resolutions
endorsing the Balfour De-
claration. The U.S. was the
first country that recog-
nised Israel in 1948.
However, the initial two
decades of their relation-
ship had not been very

\

swathes of territories,
brought in a paradigm shift
in the way Washington
looked at the Jewish state.
Two of the Arab countries
that Israel defeated —
Egypt and Syria — were So-
viet allies. From then on,
the U.S. started seeing Is-
rael as a stable ally who

smooth. The Ei
administration was unhap-
py when Israel, along with
France and  Britain,
launched the Suez War in
1956. Washington threa-
tened to cut aid to Israel if
it did not withdraw from
the territories it had cap-
tured. Similarly, in the
1960s, the Kennedy admi-
istration had voiced con-
cerns about Israel’s secret
nuclear programme.
However the 1967 war,
in which Israel defeated
Jordan, Syria and Egypt, all
in six days, and captured

can check thy of

Soviet influence in West
Asia.
'oday, Israel is an ex-
ceptional ally of Washing-
ton. The U.S. offers practi-
cally unconditional
financial, military and pol-
itical support for Israel.
The Jewish nation is an un-
declared nuclear power
but has never faced any
global scrutiny or push-
back, thanks to the protec-
tion offered by the U.S. Is-
rael is also the largest
recipient of America’s aid.

The U.S. is also Israel’s

U.S. President Donald Trump with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. FILE PHOTO

largest trading partner.
Both Israel and the U.S. al-
so have a deep defence
partnership, which  in-
volves joint research and
development and weapons
production.

Since 1972, the U.S. has
used its veto power over 50
times to strike down reso-
lutions critical of Israel in
the UN Security Council.

From the 1973 Yom Kip-
pur war, the U.S. has also
offered solid military sup-
port to Israel. In 1973, after
Israel was taken aback by a
surprise attack by Egypt
and Syria, U.S. supplies
proved vital for Israel to
push back the enemy
troops from the occupied
Golan Heights and Sinai
Peninsula. In 1982, the U.S.
sent Multinational Forces
to Lebanon after Israel’s in-
vasion of the country.

After the first intifada,

the U.S. supported the Oslo
process and the two-state
solution, but without com-
promising its relationship
with Israel.

Now, the running theme
in Washington (and other
Western capitals) is that it
supports “Israel’s right to
defend”. The previous
Trump administration re-
cognised Jerusalem as Is-
rael’s capital and moved
America’s embassy to the
disputed city. The Trump
administration also recog-
nised Israel’s annexation of
Golan Heights, a Syrian ter-
ritory it captured in 1967
and held under its occupa-
tion ever since. The U.S.
continued to supply wea-
pons to Israel after October
7 even as Israel faced alle-
gations of genocide. The
U.S. rushed to Israel’s de-
fence in 2024 when Iran
launched drones and bal-

Israel-U.S. “Special Relationship”

SIS oI—3TA T “Tady Haer”

Israel has shared a ‘special relationship’ with the U.S. as an indispensable ally for

most of its history.

SOIS o 379e 3FAET & AFier ¥97 & et v “faely weer” @vem fFam & 3

IANFT 30 T IINERT FEA9M ATTaT @8

ssiles in response
to Israel’s attack. And now,
the U.S. has directly joined
the war Israel began
against Iran.

Special relationship

While there were personal-
ity clashes between Ameri-
can Presidents and Israeli
Prime  Ministers, such
clashes never led to a
breakdown in what Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy
called “the special relation-
ship”. In the 1970s, Presi-
dent Jimmy Carter heaped
pressure on Israel to make
peace with Egypt and give
concessions to the Palesti-
nians. Israel would finally
agree to sign the Frame-
work for Peace Agreement
as part of the Camp David
Accords, which would set
the stage for the Oslo pro-
cess. During the second in-
tifada, President George W.
Bush pressed Israel to
show restraint in the occu-
pied West Bank. In 2002,
Mr. Bush asked Israel to
pull back from the West
Bank and end a military
operation “without delay”,
but the Israelis never
obliged. Ariel Sharon had
Bush “wrapped around his
little finger’, Brent Scow-
croft, the former National
Security Adviser, said in
October 2004. President
Barack Obama and Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu had clashed ov-
er the 2015 Iran nuclear
deal. Mr. Netanyahu had
visited the Republican-
controlled U.S. Congress
and attacked Mr. Obama

over his Iran policy. But
the same Mr. Obama ve-
toed all resolutions at the
UN Security Council criti-
cal of Israel except one.
The Biden administration
had earlier criticised the
Netanyahu government’s
plan to overhaul the coun-
try’s judiciary. But after the
October 7 attack by Hamas,
the U.S. has thrown its full
weight behind the Neta-
nyahu government’s war
on Gaza. Mr. Trump seems
to have thrown his full
weight behind Israel.

Power of lobby
Why does the U.S. always
back Israel? One explana-
tion is that Israel’s strategic
value in a volatile yet criti-
cal region makes it appeal-
ing for Washington. During
the Cold War, the U.S. saw
Israel as a powerful bul-
wark against possible So-
viet expansion in the Arab
world. After the Cold War,
when the U.S. started be-
coming more and more in-
volved in West Asia, it con-
tinued to see Israel as a
force of stability.

Strategic value explains
a close partnership or al-
liance, such as America’s
relationships with Japan,
South Korea or Germany. A
host of other factors, in-
cluding America’s public
opinion, electoral politics
and the powerful Israel
lobby in the U.S., play a
role in shaping the coun-
try’s Israel policy.

Historically, Israel has
enjoyed near unanimous
support in the U.S. Con-

gress, and a vast majority
of Americans have favoura-
ble views about Israel.
American Jews and evan-
gelical Christians are two
powerful, politically active
groups in the U.S. They are
important constituencies
for both pa and they
are both pro-Israel. Then
there’s a powerful Israel
lobby in the U.S., which ac-
cording to John Mear-
sheimer and Stephen Walt,
heavily influences U.S. pol-
icy towards Israel. The lob-
by helps amplify pro-Israel
voices, backs pro-Israel
politicians and works to-
ward playing down or neu-
tralising voices critical of
Israel, they argue in their
2006 essay “The Israel lob-
by”, in London Review of
Books.

The American Israel Pu-
blic Affairs Committee (Al-
PAC), a powerful pro-Israel
lobbying group, hosts top
leaders from both coun-
tries, including Presidents,
Senators and Prime Minis-
ters, for its annual gather-
ings. Pro-Israel groups also
support both parties in the
U.S. financially. Besides,
there are strong ties bet-
ween the military indus-
trial complexes of both
countries.

Therefore, all these fac-
tors together — Israel’s st
tegic value, Ameri
domestic politics, the pre-
sence of the pro-Israel lob-
by and military-industrial
interplay, make sure that
there’s an institutional con-
sensus in the U.S. about its
relationship with Israel.

e Since 1967, U.S.—Israel relations have strengthened significantly; while the U.S.
backed the Balfour Declaration and recognised Israel in 1948, early ties were tense,
especially during the 1956 Suez Crisis and over Israel’s nuclear programme.

1967 & 91¢ W, JUH-FIRTS HaeiT 3 Ageaqot AT 31m$ §; STaT 3R ¥ AewR aryon
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T FAYST frar 31X 1948 F STRISH &I AIAT &, 981 IR fAS Haer detraqut &, @raa

1956 YU HHE 3R SoRTSCT oh AT FTAHHA T ol |

e The 1967 war marked a turning point, positioning Israel as a key U.S. ally against
Soviet influence; today, America offers unwavering aid and support to Israel.

1967 J&¥ T A I g3, T FoRIsel Pt AfAAT Ta7Ta & Qe 3T 1 veh
Y@ WeAeft ST 1T, 317ST AR SRTSel I 3ge HeraT AR FoHda et i 8|

June 13 Israeli strike on Iran & U.S. response

13 ST FY SSRIS A FT §0T W gael AR AR $r afafwar

o Israel started bombing Iran on June 13, three days ahead of a scheduled meeting
between American and Iranian negotiators.

SIS o 13 [T T $TTeT T 6oMBUHT YT Y, ST AR 3 S arardrt H o7 doh

A et et Tget &l

o They had already held five rounds of talks and U.S. President Donald Trump had
said he wanted a deal with Iran over the country’s nuclear programme.

8 g & oie &R Y a1y, 3R Isgafer T8T o &gr A1 76 3 ST & RATI] FRHH 11 Hiar
B 8|

e The Israeli attack practically derailed Mr. Trump’s diplomatic push, yet he welcomed
the strike, and demanded “unconditional surrender” from Iran.

SIS §Hol o TFT shl HiceilTcleh Tgol Sl WHTTA fraT, THT 81 3giel g el T FamTd
R, 3R ST O “faT et STeATAYr” Y H9T A
o Within a week, as Israel was struggling to intercept ballistic missiles from Iran, Mr.

Trump, who built his political base railing against America’s wars in the past, took the
U.S. to war in Iran.

T Tg & IR, ST SoRTS o 50T & 37Tt arelr dfarfEes Aarsal 1 Asa 7 Tav #T |r
T, EFY, ST el AT & ARG & il & Wl 39 Tsfeilicieh TR I HTed H Ieb
9, o1 AR FY &7 7 g 7 o |

« American B-2 bombers and missiles struck three Iranian nuclear facilities —
Fordow, Natanz and Isfahan — despite opposition from Mr. Trump’s political base.

HARHT B-2 afrasd 3K Aramsal o dfier Sl ey swensit — wisk, aaisr ik sewee
R gHT [T, 87 €Y ST & TSI ATUR = ST faRier fomar|

Consistent U.S. support since 1967
1967 ¥ FITAR 3ARSr gAdT

o This is not surprising given the history of the U.S.—Israel relations. Throughout Israel’s
war in Gaza, triggered by Hamas’s October 7, 2023 attack, the U.S., under both Biden
and Trump administrations, stood solidly behind the Jewish nation.
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FFCAT 2023 F A A 3ol ATAT JGH o ARTeT, AR, S ST &1 AT TFT TRAA, o
TgEY IS 1 g FHY |

And this has been a consistent policy of the U.S. administrations, at least since 1967.

3R T IAREY w2 1 v Ry Aifa W g, 7 3 7 1967 T

Early support & initial tension

YRR Fade 3R e3nd & dara

The U.S. had supported the idea of a Jewish homeland even before the state of Israel
was declared within historical Palestine in 1948.

IARHT =¥ gAY e1Aels & TR 1 Farer foha o, 7ol &) 1948 # fogrTeh hforecie &

MR SIS BT TUTIAT &5 &

On March 3, 1919, two years after the Balfour Declaration, then U.S. President
Woodrow Wilson said that allied nations with government concurrence agreed that in
Palestine shall be laid the foundations of a Jewish Commonwealth.

3 AT 1919 F, STEHIR ENYUT o & HIe dle, 3H FHY & I5¢afd Fg) Rew o Fet
HYFA I N THR T TeATd A, TRToreclieT & vah Jgar Isg F1 fasAor gar ik

In 1922 and 1944, the U.S. Congress passed resolutions endorsing the Balfour
Declaration.

1922 31X 1944 , AR FIF ¥ TEHR NI HT FHAA FI g Tamd TR fHe|
The U.S. was the first country that recognised Israel in 1948.

3TARGT ggT 22T 41 f5Ta 1948 SRS Sl AT &

However, the initial two decades of their relationship had not been very smooth.
gTelifeh, 3oToh Ree & QeATel &Y qerehl 7 RedlT agd gt ¢ 7|

The Eisenhower administration was unhappy when Israel, along with France and
Britain, launched the Suez War in 1956.

ST gorrsel, W 3 BrRer & @ AT 1956 T YUer I BT, Al HTSSTeTera] TUTHeT
3TESE oT|

Washington threatened to cut aid to Israel if it did not withdraw from the territories it
had captured.

3R SSRIS o Feall [FT T & ¥ NS 78 geat W TR o oIS ) FErAdT Uehed
Y AT )|

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

I HIS MY & 91 78] 8, 519 deh JUA-FoIS Hadll 1 g 9ol §| g & 7

Page5 9



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

al
www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Similarly, in the 1960s, the Kennedy administration had voiced concerns about Israel's
secret nuclear programme.

S8 TRE 1960 & SAUF H, FAS TATHA o SoRISel & ICd YIHTV] FIHA I AT kel |

1967 war’s impact
1967 I T IHTT

However the 1967 war, in which Israel defeated Jordan, Syria and Egypt, all in six
days, and captured swathes of territories, brought in a paradigm shift in the way
Washington looked at the Jewish state.

AfeheT 1967 Jatr, ToraH SoNTsd o Siiser, §RT 3K B w1 &7 o8 Rl 7 qufoe e
3R frerer 815 R ot foham, A aTRIvTesT T Tgal AT & ey giReHIT & v 37 Fgara
o feaml

Two of the Arab countries that Israel defeated — Egypt and Syria — were Soviet
allies.

3T Y 3R 20T — A 3k AT, 5t soRTse & &’ — 3 WAT gl 3

From then on, the U.S. started seeing Israel as a stable ally who can check the
expansion of Soviet influence in West Asia.

g% d1¢, AN o STRIS T T O AR & & 7 @1, St gfvas vl & |faaa
IHTT & RATAR T T F THaT 8

Modern-day alliance & support

sy raae 3R FHST

Today, Israel is an exceptional ally of Washington.

37T, SoRTS ol ATfRYITEST T T FTLROT FgAeN &1

The U.S. offers practically unconditional financial, military and political support for
Israel.

3TARPT SRS T 79T T 2T Faelir, A 31X Tereifas qoada vere aar &1

The Jewish nation is an undeclared nuclear power but has never faced any global
scrutiny or pushback, thanks to the protection offered by the U.S.

TGET IS Ueh AT GATO] ATF & olfehed 38 319 ek hig ARGk SiTer AT Faer 1 e
e AT TST, TE T HARHT hY FI&T Y Felerd g

Israel is the largest recipient of America’s aid.

SoRTS S ITANEY TETAAT FT TIW T7 Ao o |

The U.S. is also Israel’s largest trading partner.

ITARFT SRS FI TG 3T SITIIRE ABER 3T |

Both Israel and the U.S. have a deep defence partnership, which involves joint
research and development and weapons production.
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SoRTSel 3R 3TARERT o oy 7Y Tt WAy ©, Toeet gerd areqaTe 3R sy aar
g 3eTeeT e g1

UN veto & military support
T Teg e 3R Ay waAd=

Since 1972, the U.S. has used its veto power over 50 times to strike down resolutions
critical of Israel in the UN Security Council.

1972 & d1¢, T, AR oF 3191 Y HTAFR T 9ANeT 50 W 378 a1 fhar g, [FAwet
TYFA TS &t aRwg 7 oz & e ywamal # aara & fav|

From the 1973 Yom Kippur war, the U.S. has also offered solid military support to
Israel.

1973 & ITA FFoqR Jaur & 18, ARG o SoIsd &1 31 de wardfer ot feam|

In 1973, after Israel was taken aback by a surprise attack by Egypt and Syria, U.S.
supplies proved vital for Israel to push back the enemy troops from the occupied
Golan Heights and Sinai Peninsula.

1973 ﬁ,mmﬁ?mﬁmmwwmmmgmaamm
sarsd & forw oy At i Fean frw arv e grsew v Rars wraedv & 9 geet &
3EH A §§|

In 1982, the U.S. sent Multinational Forces to Lebanon after Israel’s invasion of the
country.

1982 H, SRS AR Aldellel U JTHHAUT & TG, Hﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁgﬂf@ﬂﬁ%l

U.S. support for Israel post-First Intifada

YYH S7heTl & 916 A RPT T oIS AT

After the first intifada, the U.S. supported the Oslo process and the two-state
solution, but without compromising its relationship with Israel.

TUH SThal o STG, AR o 3Ee 9fwar 3R ar-arsg gaTeTe o qHde fohar, W
SORISA o AT 3791 WaE Hi AGT gHTRAIT Toha|

Now, the running theme in Washington (and other Western capitals) is that it supports
“Israel’s right to defend”.

379 afRieTes (3R 31w qiResd Torenfara) # “gormse & Wl HAFR” & g7l v 97w
AT

The previous Trump administration recognised Jerusalem as Israel’s capital and
moved America’s embassy to the disputed city.

ool 27T U o ATAH P oIS T ATUTAT F T I AT & 3R 3ARE
qarary farfee e # Tureaia |
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The Trump administration also recognised Israel’'s annexation of Golan Heights, a
Syrian territory it captured in 1967 and held under its occupation ever since.

TFY YRITET & 1967 F sheall [T 1T Molan Heights (RAINATS &17) 1 soRise 1 fREar
mmmé’raﬂwaaﬁs@mﬁrmﬁwganml

The U.S. continued to supply weapons to Israel after October 7 even as Israel faced
allegations of genocide.

7 HECE & 916 Y, T SoISel TN ATHER & HRIT &, T 31 3R o SoRTse 3l AR
Fmfet S 7

The U.S. rushed to Israel’s defence in 2024 when Iran launched drones and
ballistic missiles in response to Israel’s attack.

ST &I A 2024 A SRS & §AA & oIai9 & 9 3K ATer AaEa diea i, a9
ARET A FoRTA FY T H At A FgHA 3810

And now, the U.S. has directly joined the war Israel began against Iran.

3R 319, AR WY 37 Jour F fAe g = &, 98 Sorrse & ST o fWared o femar
a7

“Special relationship” despite disputes

farer & amasg “faey Fau”

While there were personality clashes between American presidents and Israeli prime
ministers, such clashes never led to a breakdown in what President John F. Kennedy
called “the special relationship”.

3ARFr Teeufaat 3R sege vuEEET & S s ffdea ¥ Eid @, W “Rew
A T TSESTET HI HRUT 78T g7

In the 1970s, President Jimmy Carter pressured Israel to make peace with Egypt and
give concessions to the Palestinians.

1970 & 2T H, Tsgufd oFdl 1T o oo W AW & a1y anfa 3R weawdiAay i
RIS ¢ T g1 31|

Israel agreed to sign the Framework for Peace as part of the Camp David Accords,
which set the stage for the Oslo process.

SoRTS o Y 33 FHAA & U T & & & Aifay FTRET I gEATER a1 BT IS 8
T, T 3EAT feRar hr sfig &

During the second intifada, President George W. Bush pressed Israel to show
restraint in the occupied West Bank.

GERT SeWhal & GRIST, TSgafd St 566 g o FoNise WX uiva# frer & wae fG@met &7

FEICEIRI

In 2002, Bush asked Israel to pull back from the West Bank and end a military
operation “without delay”, but the Israelis never obliged.
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2002 #, 2 7 3o U &gl 1o a6 IRaH! fFaR & i g2 3l A= S g worea
F, olfchel SoRTSl TXHR o VAT =TgT fohaT|

Ariel Sharon had Bush “wrapped around his little finger”, Brent Scowcroft said in
October 2004.

T 2004 F S Thishshite o e foh TR AT 7 G2 Y It Sarel i Ty T@m o7

President Barack Obama and Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu clashed over the
2015 Iran nuclear deal.

ST a0 HGTAT IR TTAHN T AT AdeaTg o 1 2015 $eT WA TS T
AT §U

Netanyahu visited the Republican-controlled U.S. Congress and attacked Obama
over his Iran policy.

AcTATg o AoTAHATSY fazr=ror arer IARAY FIAW 1 GRT ThAT 3R 3T & §0e Ay
3T FI |

But Obama vetoed all UN Security Council resolutions critical of Israel except one.
HfeheT INSTHAT A STRTS T T HTelTa=AT et aTel Tt FFereT TS FI&T IRVE & F&dral W
e fohar, arg v & |

The Biden administration had earlier criticised Netanyahu government’s plan to
overhaul the judiciary.

SIS TRATHA & Tgel AdITg TIHR T FATITIHART T THIET AISTIT T TelrdaT T 27|

After October 7 attack by Hamas, the U.S. has thrown its full weight behind the
Netanyahu government’s war on Gaza.

7 HFCE o GATH & §Hl & dlg, aﬁﬁwﬁﬁmm%mww%%m
9 FHS fea|
Trump seems to have thrown his full weight behind Israel.

¢Fq o off goIge & AT Q1 goder fewrn|

Power of lobby & strategic value

drdl #Y erfea 3t wEifas #Agea

Why does the U.S. always back Israel? One explanation is that Israel’s strategic value
in a volatile yet critical region makes it appealing for Washington.

3TARET GHAT RIS HT THAT FAT HAT 52 SHPT Teh hRUT & [oh SoRIScT T I0THITAH
HEd U AP T oft Ageaqut &= 3 arfisrest &1 3 oEraT B |

During the Cold War, the U.S. saw Israel as a powerful bulwark against possible
Soviet expansion in the Arab world.

offer e & eI, AR A SoRIS 1 Ia gferar F Wfdae fawar & f@ens v
fFaere fFar & &9 7 ¢ar|

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page63



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

After the Cold War, when the U.S. became more involved in West Asia, it continued to
see Israel as a force of stability.

ST Fegr o aTe, ST AR TiREs TR 7 AU afshar g3, a9 off 381 gorrse @
Feyar #r afFa A

Strategic value explains close partnerships like with Japan, South Korea, or Germany.
TS Agcd SITITeT, STRI0T HINET, AT T ST FHUT ATSERY ST SATEAT T 2

A host of other factors—including American public opinion, electoral politics and the
powerful Israel lobby in the U.S.—play a role in shaping U.S. policy on Israel.

&% 3T HRUT—oH o AR FoTaret, ToArd) Tareiifer 3R AR 7 AfFATeT FoRTIFeT
AT —3rART I seRTS A A wenfad s &

Historically, Israel has enjoyed near unanimous support in the U.S. Congress, and a
vast majority of Americans hold favourable views about Israel.

BT §9 &, SoRISH &l FARNST FIAF H 98797 FaGFAT ALY HTdT T &, 3R
rftramier ARFT SIS & TR A He[H e T @A o
American Jews and evangelical Christians are two powerful, politically active

groups in the U.S.; they are important constituencies for both parties and
pro-israel.

IARHT Fgd) IR g farwe $AT$ AR o 2 AfFarimel, Tor=hids T & THT TE ¢
d ¥t gl & forT Ageaqot AaeTar ¢ 3R s wads ¢

Then there’s a powerful Israel lobby in the U.S., which according to John Mearsheimer
and Stephen Walt, heavily influences U.S. policy towards Israel.

3geh 3TclTar 1A F Tan ATFAAT SRS atdl off &, JT SATer ATABAT 3 FEH dfee
& ITHR, AR Y SISl Al T 78T T § o w1 ¢

The lobby helps amplify pro-Israel voices, back pro-Israel politicians and works
toward neutralising voices critical of Israel, they argue in their 2006 essay “The
Israel lobby”.

el FoRIge HYS AT HY qETaT ol §, FHYH ASTAdT3AT HT FAYT FCl 8, 3R
SIS ST TR ST JTATST T FHA et DT HIH FIAT §, SIGT [ 3ogleT TT=AT 2006 FY
faaer “The Israel lobby” # for@r|

The American Israel Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC), a powerful pro-Israel
lobbying group, hosts top leaders from both countries, including Presidents,
Senators and Prime Ministers, for its annual gatherings.

HANFA RIS Ifedd rHAW FAE (AIPAC), ST T ATFARITe oIS TS ard
g &, Tegufa, @it i gumstat afgd et ot & o sansit @1 3roe ot
FFAT! F AT F B

Pro-Israel groups also support both parties in the U.S. financially.

SIS WHAYF WHG aloll goil ! faer & @ ot gAd= 2 ¢
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e Besides, there are strong ties between the military-industrial complexes of both
countries.

gHeh 37eTTa, 2l 2t & de-3iteafarer sfeat & S Aerga w@ae gl
o Therefore, all these factors together—Israel’s strategic value, America’s domestic
politics, the presence of the pro-Israel lobby and military-industrial interplay—make

sure that there’s an institutional consensus in the U.S. about its relationship with
Israel.

gafaIT, & et FRF—SoRTl T VIS Heed, JHARHT T ae AeT=iie, FoIusel dAral
&1 Aol 3R Aew-site s sia:frar et 78 gAfRad wa § & 3mRear
OIS & T eyl & YR gAY 9 R

GS Paper I1I: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, IS)

1. Sharp rise in women Maoists killed in operations in
Chhattisgarh since 2024
2024 ¥ ST & AFIE H AR 78 AT Anarfeat i
&A1 A o gafY

2. Yeast shows physics can give rise to multicellular life

sans mutations ¥e fe@rar § f& sifad faar Safew
FYEUA & TEHIAT SNaet F e & wahelt §

3. Inflation falls but not unemployment

HEITE Té Afther ST w1E
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4. Dairy, agriculture impede India-U.S. bilateral trade deal

eI

5. No headway in India-ASEAN trade deal review despite 9
meetings in last one year

HRA-3MTAATH AR AT 1 AT & vah a¥ 7 9 sl &

STao[E F1$ TTfel Td!

6. Hormuz block may benefit Indian refiners

1T Ay ¥ HRAT Rt &Y amsT g et §

Sharp rise in women Maoists killed in
operations in Chhattisgarh since 2024

NEW DELHI

More than one-third of al-
leged Maoist cadres killed
since 2024 in operations
with the police and other
security forces in Chhattis-
garh were women, data
show.

There has been a sharp
increase in the percentage
of women Maoist cadres
being killed in security op-
erations in the years 2024
and 2025, compared with
the previous years, coin-
ciding with increase in the
number of operations
amid a call by the Union
Home Ministry to end
Maoism by March 2026.

In 2024, the number of
Maoists killed in Chhattis-
garh stood at 217, out of
which 74 were women,
while till June 20 this year,
out of 195 Maoists killed, 82
were women.

In the years 2019, 2020,
2021, 2022 and 2023, the
number of Maoists killed
were 65, 40, 51, 30 and 20,

Gender shift

There has been a sharp increase in the share of women
Maoists being killed in 2024 and 2025, compared to the

previous years, in Chhattisgarh
50

=e= % of women among Maoists

ot W " a1
killed in Chhattisgarh °
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30 i
30262 255 ® 25 /
°. ./ \.
20 \7%
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10l ] : : ‘
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NOTE: *DATA TILL JUNE 20 | SOURCE: SATP

respectively, out of which
the number of women
killed in the respective
years stood at 17, seven, 13,
nine, and five.

According to the Minis-
try, Maoists have formed
Bal Dastas comprising
young children in Chhattis-
garh and Jharkhand.

“The idea is to brain-
wash and indoctrinate
young children to Maoist
ideology. Most parents do
not want to part with their
children. But faced with

coercion and threats, ma-
ny poor Adivasi parents
prefer to part with the girl-
child. This inhuman prac-
tice by Maoists is the rea-
son behind large number
of young girls/women be-
ing present among the
Maoist cadres,” the Minis-
try said on its website.

The Ministry added that
women were also pushed
to the forefront of engage-
ments with the security
forces. “In spite of the
Maoists professing disap-

proval of ‘patriarchy’, the
number of women in top
echelons of their leader-
ship are negligible,” the Mi-
nistry said.

P. Sundarraj, Inspector-
General of Police (Bastar
Range), said that in the ear-
lier years, women and
young girls — particularly
from the tribal and rural
areas of the Bastar region —
were often coerced or mis-
led into joining Maoist or-
ganisations.  “However,
once inducted, these wo-
men cadres were largely
used as foot soldiers and
human shields by the lea-
dership. Over time, they
were subjected to various
forms of hardship. We re-
main firmly committed to
addressing this issue with
sensitivity and determina-
tion. Our priority conti-
nues to be the promotion
of voluntary surrender
through humanerehabilita-
tion policies,” he said.

JAWANS WILL WIN: SHAH
» PAGE 4

Sharp rise in women
Maoists killed in
operations in
Chhattisgarh since
2024

2024 ¥ SdEITe A
IR & A a1
AfEeT ARt &
TEIAT # AT qefer

More than one-third of
alleged Maoist cadres killed
since 2024 in operations with
the police and other security
forces in Chhattisgarh were
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women, data show.
ISl F HTAR, 2024 § Selrwareg # 9w iR s gam aai & wryy JfPamEt & AR e
ANEE F50 F A vh-fags ¥ 3w aAfgene ot

e There has been a sharp increase in the percentage of women Maoist cadres being
killed in security operations in the years 2024 and 2025, compared with the previous
years.

2024 31 2025  FI&T HHATAL H ARY IS Afge F3HATEr FU & fderd # doF gefer
adY 7S B, St Rrever @it 1 Jetelr # 310 &

e The rise coincides with an increase in the number of operations amid a call by the
Union Home Ministry to end Maoism by March 2026.

I§ 1o HaTeleT Y WEAT H geftr 3R FET 3¢ HAATerT SIRT AT 2026 TF AT3HAE
FATCT FI & HTEaTT & 91 AT T B

e In 2024, the number of Maoists killed in Chhattisgarh stood at 217, out of which 74 were
women.

2024 # SITe H AR 1T AAIGAT S TE&ar 217 4, 99 T 74 Afganw o)
¢ Till June 20, 2025, out of 195 Maoists killed, 82 were women.
20 ST 2025 T, 195 ATHIETE! AR T, [S= & 82 Afgae i

e Inthe years 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022 and 2023, the number of Maoists killed were 65,
40, 51, 30 and 20 respectively.

asf 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022 31T 2023 F AR T AT HT TEAT HHAL: 65, 40, 51,
30 3ilv 20 2|

e Out of these, the number of women killed in the respective years stood at 17,7, 13, 9
and 5.

ST AT ATAIEAT T FEIT HAA: 17, 7, 13, 9 3 5 A7

e According to the Ministry, Maoists have formed Bal Dastas comprising young children
in Chhattisgarh and Jharkhand.

HATET o AR, AN o Swerg 3R FIREs A Ao Ted] § o 91T g TA7 & |
e “The idea is to brainwash and indoctrinate young children to Maoist ideology.
"SHHT 3EaT Aeg Tl Y AT FRAARURT & forw ysnfaa 3iv seraier = B

o Most parents do not want to part with their children. But faced with coercion and
threats, many poor Adivasi parents prefer to part with the girl child.

31TRIRIr ATAT-TAAT 319 STl T ¢AT AI8T ATt | Hfehed LY I I & Told, FH3 INT
At ATaT-Rar FefFat & &1 3T gHsa

e This inhuman practice by Maoists is the reason behind the large number of young
girls/women among the Maoist cadres,” the Ministry said.

HATT o gl fr ANaTeAT Hr Ig AT 9T ATFAT ATHATET heY Fr T8 TE&AT Fr
HROT g
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e The Ministry added that women were also pushed to the forefront of engagements
with the security forces.

HATeTG o T &Y gl o A3l et aalt & Fo9s & 3mr A ST g |

o “In spite of the Maoists professing disapproval of ‘patriarchy’, the number of women in
top echelons of their leadership are negligible,” the Ministry said.

HATSTT 1 hgT, “glellich ATTATET Rrepaar &7 faier STard 8, T 8 3o7eh aicjea # ofif waf oX
AT Y FEAT AT T |
e P. Sundarraj, Inspector-General of Police (Bastar Range), said that in the earlier

years, women and young girls — particularly from tribal and rural areas of the
Bastar region — were often coerced or misled into joining Maoist organisations.

T 3o & gfew werferdiars o gatrsr o Tt o Rrover aut &, awaw &7 & anfeamd sk
AT ST Hr AfFTHT 3T TSRRAY T 37FET STEREEd AT 4T @ AT IS H
QF AT 34T

« “However, once inducted, these women cadres were largely used as foot soldiers and
human shields by the leadership.

“gTaTR, MTHA BT & TG 37 AR Hs 1 SEAAT Aqea g@anT Yt Ao 31K AT
eTel o ¥ # fohar a3

e Over time, they were subjected to various forms of hardship.
THI & AT, 3¢ fAffeet TR T FIEATSET AT ATHAT AT TS|

e “We remain firmly committed to addressing this issue with sensitivity and
determination.

“EH 38 FHAEAT I HagaTefierdr AR gedr & W gl et & v gfdeewy g
e Our priority continues to be the promotion of voluntary surrender through humane
rehabilitation policies,” he said.

3giet ahgl, ‘AN WrAfAEdT 379 3t FAREH HHATHYOT T Fgrar oo 3N ATET goary
Aferat 1 A g1
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Yeast shows physics can give rise to
multicellular life sans mutations

Scientists' consensus is that multicellular organisms evolved billions of years ago when mutations accumulated over time. But a new study suggests
physical and chemical phenomena alone could have helped unicellular organisms evolve into multicellular ones before genetic changes appeared

Sayantan Datta

y the time Nishant

Narayanasamy joined Shashi

Thutupalli’s lab at the National

Centre for Biological Sciences
(NCBS) in Bengaluru in 2019, the lab had a
new guest: a yeast colony that had
seemingly grown way beyond its expected
size.

The snowflake yeast had been shipped
from William Ratcliff's laboratory at the
Georgia Institute of Technology in the U.S.
Regular yeast — the same organism that
makes bread fluffy — grows as a single
cell. When it reaches a certain size, a
small bump appears on its surface. The
yeast’s nucleus, the compartment that
holds its genetic material, splits into two
and moves into this bud. The bud grows
until it reaches a certain size and
eventually falls off from the parent,
making new yeast.

But a small change in snowflake yeast’s
genetic composition prevents the bud
from falling off. As newer buds appear,
the yeast clusters in the shape of a
snowflake. And as the cluster grows, in
about 12 hours it becomes a large blob
visible to the naked eye.

Snowflake yeast has been used to study
how lifeforms first became multicellular.
Multicellular organisms can grow much
larger than those with only one cell - as
long as they can deal with the other
effects of largeness.

For example, how does the organism
ensure all cells in its body receive the
nutrients they need to grow?

This is why most animals and plants
evolved specific structures to transport
nutrients. Blood and blood vessels do this
job in humans.

A simple process
Snowflake yeast has no such facility,
however, which means at some point the
yeast should stop growing. Any further
increase in size would cause at least some
ofits cells to not get enough nutrients.
However, defying expectations, the
snowflake yeast in Thutupalli’s lab
continued to grow — that too at an
exponential rate. How the yeast attained
this feat was a mystery.

Narayanasamy and Thutupalli, along
with a team from Georgia Tech, reported
in the June 2025 issue of Science Advances
a mechanism by which the yeast can
ensure all its cells receive nutrients, even
when the cluster is big.

In the absence of a biological structure,
the yeast continue to grow thanks to a
simple physical process, the authors
wrote in their paper.

The implications of the work go
beyond how yeast grows.

The work “offers support to an
unconventional view of how major
changes are initiated in evolution,”
Vidyanand Nanjundiah, an evolutionary
biologist and a professor at the Centre for
Human Genetics, Bengaluru, said. He
wasn't associated with the study.

The consensus among scientists is that
multicellular organisms evolved billions of
years ago when mutations accumulated
over time.

But Narayanasamy’s and Thutupalli's
work suggests physical and chemical
phenomena alone could have helped
unicellular organisms evolve into
multicellular ones before genetic changes
came into the picture.

Yeast shows physics can give rise to multicellular life sans

Address
Email Id :

Flowing into multicellularity

In a lab, yeast can be grown in either a
solution or a jelly-like substance that
contains all its nutrients. Narayanasamy
and Thutupalli observed that large
clusters of snowflake yeast continue to
grow exponentially only when kept in the
solution. It seemed being surrounded by a
fluid was crucial.

Diffusion is one way in which nutrients
move through a fluid: the particles
moving from a place in which their
concentration is higher to one where it’s
lower. But Narayanasamy and Thutupalli
knew from previous work that diffusion
alone couldn’t account for the size of
large snowflake yeast clusters. Per their
estimate, diffusion can explain the growth
of these clusters only up to a size of about
50 micrometers (um) whereas their
clusters could grow up to 20x larger.

So they hypothesised that a different
process is at play: advection, when the
fluid itself moves around, carrying with it
the dissolved nutrients. To test their
hypothesis, they added to the solution
small particles coated with a dye that
glows in blue light. Using a microscope to
trace how these particles moved in the
solution could help them visualise the
flow of the fluid. They added a snowflake
yeast cluster to this solution and let it
grow. The duo observed that as the
cluster expanded, the solution around it
moved inside the cluster from its sides,
then escaped from the top.

A natural motor

Some unicellular organisms can make
fluids flow using specialised hair- or
whip-like structures called cilia or flagella.
Snowflake yeast have neither. This is
where physics becomes important.

A scanning electron micrograph of Saccharomyces cerevisiae. MOGANA DAS MURTEY AND PATCHAMUTHU RAMASAMY (CC BY)

Multicellular organisms grow
larger than those with only one
cell — as long as they can deal
with the effects of largeness,
namely the need to ensure all
cells receive nutrients needed to
grow. Animals and plants have
structures to transport nutrients.
Blood and blood vessels do the

job in humans

When snowflake yeast clusters grow,
they consume glucose from the solution.
This reduces the density of the solution in
places where it surrounds the yeast. The
cluster also produces alcohol and carbon
dioxide, both of which are less dense than
the solution, according to the paper.

Fluids that are less dense — in this case
the surrounding solution depleted of
glucose and enriched with alcohol and
carbon dioxide ~ rise above the rest of the
solution. The team reasoned the flow it
observed resulted from the same
principle: as the cluster consumed the
sugar and produced alcohol and carbon
dioxide in the solution, the solution’s
density dropped. This fraction
spontaneously moved upward, generating
the flow that kept the yeast cluster alive
and growing.

To confirm this, the duo checked
whether flows were present around
clusters that are dead and not actively
consuming sugar. They didn’t find any,
and concluded the living clusters
metabolising sugar from the solution
created the flows.

A different view of evolution
Biologists have used snowflake yeast
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clusters as a model to study how
multicellular organisms evolved from
unicellular ones. Contrary to the view
with genetic changes, the new study
supports the idea that “multicellularity
could originate and be maintained
initially solely on the basis of physics and
chemistry, with no genetic change,”
Nanjundiah said. “A later genetic change
could then have made multicellularity
inevitable in the ... living beings of today,”
he added.

The next step for him is to check if
such a change subsequently occurs in the
yeast, rendering multicellularity a part of
its biological blueprint.

Gautam Menon, a professor of physics
and biology at Ashoka University in
Sonepat, called the study “fascinating”
and the alternative model “temptingly
attractive.”

As researchers wait for more evidence
of this model, the NCBS team is
investigating whether these flows can
account for other major evolutionary
changes: the ability of organisms to move,
for example.

Experiments on snowflake yeast have
something more to teach about the nature
of biology, Thutupalli s “There may
not exist any organism in the wild that
generates flows by such a mechanism,” he
said, “but biology, in its much larger
sense, can do it.

This is why, he added, our view of
biology must extend beyond what we see
in the natural world to novel phenomena
that may occur only in the laboratory.
“These may or may not happen outside
[the lab] but they are genuinely a feature
of livingness — of biology.”

(Sayantan Datta is a science journalist
and a faculty member at Krea
University.dattasayantan95@gmail.com)
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mutations F¥e fe@mar & & sifadhr e safes s &
TR Shaet Y o1 & Tl §

Scientists' consensus is that multicellular organisms evolved billions of years
ago when mutations accumulated over time. 3% Y 37 FgAfa & &

TERIRIHIT ST IaT Hiel Tgel AR AT §U 9 FLU TAT & WY T g

But a new study suggests physical and chemical phenomena alone could have
helped unicellular organisms evolve into multicellular ones before genetic changes

appeared. Afhe T AT ICIJT g1 ¢ T sifaw 3R TofAs geam e
mﬂmﬁﬁﬁa@ﬂmdﬁqd H Jcolel H AcE F ol AT, AAfesd yRadT &

qgo |

By the time Nishant Narayanasamy joined Shashi Thutupalli's lab at NCBS
Bengaluru in 2019, the lab had a yeast colony that had grown way beyond expected

size. 519 fovri ARTIOTATHAY & 2019 7 vardidhvd Foree H AR Yegaeelt T ol Sifse #,
maﬁwaﬁwﬁsﬂ:ﬁzﬁsﬁmm#a@a—gﬁﬁﬁzﬁl

The snowflake yeast came from William Ratcliff’s lab at Georgia Institute of

Technology, U.S. Ig Eiwa® Aee .0H. F SAtorar && [Tud o YeFas S da &
3Tg o

Regular yeast grows as a single cell. It forms a bud, splits the nucleus, and produces

new yeast. HTHT AEC Ueh TaHel HIAHT & & 7 96l § | Ig Ueh Fell Jallcll g, s faerdd
fasnfora I & 3R 1§ dve s g

In snowflake yeast, a genetic change prevents the bud from detaching, forming

snowflake-shaped clusters. TAIFaF AT H T AATeH IRAAT Foll I 3T A &
UehT B, TSTE8 FAIFa® & MHR & T So1d ¢ |

These clusters grow large in 12 hours, becoming visible to the naked eye. ﬁ@ 12 G2
H 3 93 81 ST & fop A9l 3@t & fewEns &at oo £

Snowflake yeast is used to study the origin of multicellularity. Ti%eish JEC ST 3GITT
SRR Sfiaet Y e 1 3T XA H gl &

Multicellular organisms need structures to distribute nutrients, e.g., blood vessels
in humans. SERIRIAT et T drweh dedl  FIRoT & fav FTaas i SR eI &, S
ST 3 T AATohTT |

But snowflake yeast lacks such transport systems, implying growth should stop at a

point. oifeheT FoAItFeleh AIeC H T Wagel aF w1gl 81d, [oTHY SHehT & T ATl AR

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page7O



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

a
www.patrioticias.in

Pa

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

la

Yet, in Thutupalli’s lab, it kept growing exponentially, which was a mystery. fthY 8i
YTTUeal I AT A Ig IO FF F Tgct W, T T W@ AT

2]

Their June 2025 Science Advances paper explains that simple physical processes
allow nutrient access even in large clusters. 3sTeh S[eT 2025 & HIFH TSNS U0 H
I I o FXer il afshaTe oY 53 Ireot A Awor i 9gT GiARTT HT Fehh &l
This supports an unconventional view that major evolutionary changes can begin
without genetic mutations. Ig Ueh AURIT §fSCHIOT S HALT &l § o woga
Rerarens aRade Safes Fgeere & R off & g o 8

Yeast grown in solution (not jelly) shows exponential growth, highlighting the role of

fluid environment. 8Yer H 39T 37T AEe (F o SieT) 7 oM Fefer gicil &, S a<er
araTavor I $fReAT G2t

Diffusion alone explains growth up to 50 micrometers, but clusters were 20x larger.
eharer faoT (fBorgger) & 50 ATSHIHAIET Teh hl Je & THSIT ST Fehll 8, olfcheT Jeey 20 T[T
a3 I

They proposed advection — nutrient movement via fluid motion — as the real driver.
3ogiel USAFAA I ¥ TWT — Tl ¥l AT F IR 99 deal FT 9418 3Tl HRUT 5

To test this, they used dye-coated particles and tracked motion with a microscope. &

W@ & TIT 3egiay STE-afRa il &1 3uATT f7am 3K ASFHITEHIT O 317 &7 3reaa |

As the yeast cluster expanded, fluid moved in from the sides and out from the top.

ST 8 AR T[0T ST E3T, el et F #f1at 3R F9% & ameT <Y 3T gty 1|

A Natural Motor
T YIhfde Al

Some unicellular organisms can make fluids flow using specialised hair- or whip-like
structures called cilia or flagella.

O THHIRAPIT S el T gl & fow Raferar a1 wedstar A ey arer ar ags J@
FIGATHT T 3T Hc o |

Snowflake yeast have neither.

TS Aee H 37 J HI$ Y FIIar 781 g

This is where physics becomes important.

IE g STTE & STe! AT 1 Fged AT B |

When snowflake yeast clusters grow, they consume glucose from the solution.
ST Il AT & T[S 64 §, A I Eiel F TNt T 3TN HI 8

This reduces the density of the solution in places where it surrounds the yeast.

3O AT & IRT 3R Giel HT "eled HH &1 ST 8 |
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The cluster also produces alcohol and carbon dioxide, both less dense than the
solution.

T[T HePgd AR FlaeT SHHTFATSS o TATAT &, ST Elel § o ©efed AT 81 & |
Fluids that are less dense rise above the rest of the solution.

S TR A "eled dTel 81 &, J AV bl & FI 35 g |

The team reasoned the flow it observed resulted from this principle.

& & Tk T 6 S wamg <@ a1, 9 4T fieeid 8 3cde 37|

As the cluster consumed sugar and produced alcohol and CO,, the solution’s density
dropped and spontaneously moved upward, generating the flow.

S €1 ITT0T PR FT FYHNT HIcl AR 3ewhigel T CO, ST, Hlel T Ueled Teal AR a8
Fqd: W 34T, 6 Ya1g do7dT|

To confirm this, the duo checked whether flows were present around dead clusters.
gahT gite & forw, a1t o ¢ fo &R 3 est & IRT 3R 9aTg 8l o |

They didn’t find any, concluding living clusters create the flows.

3% is FaTE oTel (e, forerd sy fovemer o wftear Shifae a8 €1 vare aeral €1

A Different View of Evolution

T #1 v e gieewior

Biologists have used snowflake yeast clusters as a model to study how multicellular
organisms evolved from unicellular ones.

Shafasret FiFas AIFE & TEo! I U AlSe & & H 3TN A ¢ dlich Tg ITETTe
ferarm S @i o agaIfIhI Sfia TR sfat & 3 faesfad gul

Contrary to the view with genetic changes, the new study supports the idea that
multicellularity could originate solely on the basis of physics and chemistry, with no
genetic change.

LA IRETAT T T TROT & AR, Tg 75 TSt GUTel ¢ o TgIRIHIer dhaer
sitfaes 3 Terafae IR X 3cue g wench €, fowe 18 e e agara wgl g |

A later genetic change could then have made multicellularity inevitable in living
beings.

§Te; A IS AT IS TRt SgenIRIBIIAT T HTAATH FofT Fehell &

The next step is to check if such a change subsequently occurs in the yeast, making
multicellularity a part of its biological blueprint.

379TClT heH g ST=AT & fob AT THT hig IRAci ST 3 A # gial &, e sgeptfRIehraar
3% Sfae W 1 ffear 9 S g

Gautam Menon, a professor at Ashoka University, called the study fascinating and the
model temptingly attractive.
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312 faRafacarer™ & NIBER MaH At o 3H LTI & ATHH IR AlS HI AT
T & 3MFEF Hal|

o As researchers wait for more evidence, the NCBS team is now investigating whether

these flows can account for other major evolutionary changes, like the ability to
move.

SIS e QAT T HR T Al §, 7 deh NCBS &I & Ig S W g foh arar 4
YaTg 317 Aecaqer fRAwmTca® aRadal, s o arferefierar i arerar, i o qosm gohd &

o Experiments on snowflake yeast may teach us more about the nature of biology.
EeiltFeleh AEe WX fohT 37T it o Shafdaarer i wpfar & ar & 3R Sty & dec B

o “There may not exist any organism in the wild that generates flows by such a
mechanism,” said Thutupalli.

YegTcell o1 hgl, ‘BT Hehell & foh Tepicl H THT IS Siid o 1 it 38 &g o dF ¥ Jag 3cea
AT BII”

o “But biology, in its much larger sense, can do it.”
“olfehet Srafaaaret, 3rdeT RFqa Fawa &, Tg I FHhargl”

o This is why our view of biology must extend beyond what we see in the natural world
to novel phenomena that may occur only in the laboratory.

SHTAT AR SATd=ATe T GiSeenloT shael Wipfas gferar # fewrs &1 arelt ardt e Wfdra
AET 1T T1feT, Sfce YIRS H 3ced gle) aTell 7S TeaAT3HT deh oY g anfeu|

e« “These may or may not happen outside the lab but they are genuinely a feature of
livingness — of biology.”

“¥ GeATT JAITATT & 1T &1 Y Fahelt & 3itx 7€)1 oft, AfheT 3 arega & Aifaa g —
SNafdATT 1 U TeTor §1”
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t less than 3%, the
inflation figure for May
is well within the target
set by the government
of India. This has led toa
celebration in the media of the
Reserve Bank of India’s prowess in
MACTOeCONOmic management.
What has received next to no
acknowledgement, though, is that
in the same month,
unemployment had risen. Thus,
while year-on-year inflation fell
from 3.2% in April to 2.8% in May,
the latest Periodic Labour Force
Survey shows that the
unemployment rate rose from
5.1% in April to 5.8% in May.

For those employed, as most
commentators on the economy
are likely to be, a reduction in
inflation is good news, to the
extent that their purchasing power
is being eroded at a lower rate. But
for those seeking employment, it
makes no difference. They remain
unemployed. A branch of
economic theory dominant in the
U.S. asserts that the unemployed
have chosen not to work, as the
market mechanism enables
everyone who wishes to work to
find employment. One needs only
to visit the town centre in
semi-urban areas to find migrant
labourers milling around at
midday to conclude that this
would be a preposterous claim to
make for India.

So, the first thing to note is that
to monitor inflation while
neglecting unemployment, as the
pundits do, is not a credible way
of assessing the state of an
economy. While missing the
higher unemployment rate in May
may be overlooked, as it is not
part of the discourse on India’s
economy today, it is surprising
that the considerable reduction in
growth has not received as much
attention, when growth has been
the centrepiece of the
government’s pronouncements on
the economy this past decade. The
figures are as follows. GDP growth
slid from 9.2% during 2023-24 to
6.5% in 2024-25. The observed rise
in unemployment is consistent
with this decline in growth.

Balakrishnan

is a Honorary Visiting
Professor at the
Centre for
Development Studies,
Thiruvananthapuram

af
M. Parameswaran
is Professor at the
Centre for
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Monitoring
inflation while
ignoring
unemployment
is not a credible
way ol assessing
economic
performance
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The provisional estimates of
GDP show the decline in growth to
be spread across three quarters of
the economy. Apart from Public
Administration, for which the
growth rate held, every other
sector slowed in 2024-25.
Agriculture alone grew faster, and
much faster too. This
development provides the clue to
the decline in inflation. In 2024-25,
the relative rates of growth of the
agricultural and non-agricultural
sectors would have led to a
reduction of the supply-demand
gap for agricultural goods,
particularly food, in turn
contributing to a lowering of the
inflation rate. This is evident in the
sharp deceleration in food-price
inflation from the peak of close to
11% in October 2024 to less than
1% in May 2025.

Monetary policy, which is the
RBI's means for inflation control,
could not have achieved the
observed configuration of events.
It would be difficult to maintain
that an increase in the repo rate of
just over 10% in June 2022, which
has not been exceeded since,
could have triggered so great a
reduction in food inflation from
late 2024. It is equally difficult to
imagine that it could have brought
about so widespread a slowing of
the economy in 2024-25,
especially of services, a large
segment of which is unlikely to be
dependent upon formal credit. On
the other hand, the impact of a
narrowing difference in the rates
of growth of the agricultural and
non-agricultural sectors of the
economy, as witnessed, can have a
direct impact on the inflation rate.
The reduction in food-price
inflation impacts inflation directly,
as food prices are part of the
consumer price index, and
indirectly via rising wages, which
feed into the price of
non-agricultural goods.

Econometric evidence

We have so far evaluated the role
of monetary policy in relation to
events. The economics profession
usually settles empirical issues via
econometrics—the application of

Inflation falls but not unemployment

HEITS T AfFeT Aoy 7
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statistical methods to economic
models. This leaves little in doubt
as to the inefficacy of monetary
policy for inflation management.
In our article “Inflation in India:
Dynamics, distributional impact
and policy implication”
(‘Structural change and Economic
Dynamics’, June 2025), we
demonstrate that there is no
conclusive evidence of the role of
the interest rate in controlling
inflation in India.

On the other hand, there is
conclusive econometric evidence
of the overwhelming role of the
price of agricultural goods, driven
by the relative rates of growth of
the agricultural and
non-agricultural sectors.
Inflationary pressure generated by
such a mechanism requires
augmenting supply to be
controlled. Inflation targeting,
which works via contraction of
demand, is not a solution. If, in
the face of a persistent excess
demand for agricultural goods,
inflation is lowered by hiking the
interest rate in order to restrain
demand, other things remaining
the same, inflation will rise when
next the interest rate is lowered
and growth revives.

Two final observations should
seal the debate on RBI's role in
lowering inflation rate. First, an
allegedly sophisticated view of
RBI’s “inflation targeting” holds
that a central bank can control
inflation by influencing
expectations of economic agents.
When we study the RBI's own data
on the expectation of inflation by
households, we find that it has
remained almost unchanged from
March 2024 to May 2025, and has
been far higher than the RBI's
target of 4%. Hence, the recent
decline could not have been
engineered by inflation targeting.

Secondly, after the last
Monetary Policy Committee
meeting, RBI Governor expressed
willingness to lower repo rate
again if inflation continues to
decline. Such a stance would
imply that India’s monetary policy
merely follows inflation rather
than directing its course.
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o Monitoring inflation while ignoring unemployment is not a credible
way of assessing economic performance.

HAEIS T FAIRTEAT FIAT ATHT ST Y STA3ETS FIAT TR TG FT
HedTHe T HT T TaRAHATT qHT 781 o

e Atless than 3%, the inflation figure for May is well within the target set by the
government of India.

7§ & fAT 7S X 3% @ FA ), 3 #RA TSR &aRT AR oea & fiaw B

e This has led to a celebration in the media of the Reserve Bank of India’s prowess in
macroeconomic management, of which inflation control is an important part.

g1 AT F AR Raa dF v saras 3w yaes &/7ar F1 3009 #ar= g, 5o
HEITS AIF0T U 378 H BT &

¢ What has received next to no acknowledgement, though, is that in the same month,
unemployment had risen.

aaﬁ,svm@rm:aﬁéaﬁaﬁgéﬁ;uﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁmaawé%ﬁl

e While year-on-year inflation fell from 3.2% in April to 2.8% in May, the latest Periodic
Labour Force Survey shows that the unemployment rate rose from 5.1% in April to
5.8% in May.

St a1 AgINE &T 3t F 3.2% W U AS H 2.8% &1 1S, T&T AdTdH TR 517
I FdeTor # R a7 i AR X 3’ #H 5.1% @ TH AS H 5.8% & TS|

e Forthose currently employed, as most commentators on the economy are likely to be, a
reduction in inflation is good news, to the extent that their purchasing power is now
being eroded at a lower rate.

S AT Rhererer ARl 7 §, 518 fop 31ferier 3nies oo, 3% foT #gams & &+t
ITA @ g, FiTh 3o7eh! @lg ATFd 3 At gx T ac W gl

o But for those seeking employment, it makes no difference. They remain unemployed.
ARt ST 19T SAlehdl & @ 8§, 3eTeh TolT SHAT 1S AT 81 o | 3 379 o SR 2|
e A branch of economic theory dominant in the United States asserts that the

unemployed have chosen not to work, as the market mechanism enables everyone
who wishes to work to find employment.

TIFA T FARSFT & vafaa v anfde Rguia Aedr & i SRAisem a9 & gg s
A T AFET ToA1 8, FiToh TR dF Tcdeh STgeh T i allehdl G oll Hehell |

e One needs only to visit the town centre in semi-urban areas to find migrant labourers
milling around at mid-day to conclude that this would be a preposterous claim to
make for India.

fohelY &Y Shdof 3ref-ergdY &¥aY & 79X Shg # ST gIUEY A HeFd TardY ARSI I G gIemm

e g TISC &1 Geh 1 Ig &TaT IR & faT greameve & |

e So, the first thing to note is that to monitor inflation while neglecting unemployment
altogether, as the pundits do, is not a credible way of assessing the state of an
economy.

AT G Ugell 910 T ANC el AMRT foh AEIME T FATREAT el et AV Fr
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freaweia ade w1dt &1

While missing the higher unemployment rate in May may be overlooked, as it is not
part of the discourse on India’s economy today, it is surprising that the considerable
reduction in growth has not received as much attention.

@ﬁmgmaﬁmamama, Fifh Ig 31T F AR 3nfi+
et &1 e €1 8, <ifchet a8 dlferrer aren & o6 R gv & it Prae &1 4t 39 eare
oTel AT gl

Growth has been the centrepiece of the government’s pronouncements on the
economy this past decade.

fRee a@ aut # TR & fiF aFaeal & R v qea Fafdg Wl

The figures are as follows. GDP growth slid from 9.2% during 2023-24 to 6.5% in
2024-25.

33 38 TN & | GDP gEfar &¥ 2023-24 # 9.2% & UTHT 2024-25 # 6.5% &1 TS|
The observed rise in unemployment is consistent with this decline in growth.

RIS 7 & 715 gefer 5w e # fARrae & A« @rdr 3|

Sectoral Growth and Food Inflation Trends

gl R s wreg #gams A wgferat

The recently released provisional estimates of GDP by the National Statistics Office
show the decline in growth to be spread across three quarters of the economy.

gTeT &1 H TSI [T FTATT GIRT FIRY GDP F 3r=fas 33 fe@rd g o fasera &
fRTae srdegaver & e Starg el o thel g5 21

Apart from Public Administration, for which the growth rate held, every other sector
slowed in 2024-25.

AT el TRATHT T BIST, [STHeT Jeier o F=il 6T, 2024-25 H 8T 37 &1 H Frae
3|

Agriculture alone grew faster, and much faster too.
el FY 1 Ao A, 3R T Ao F e A
This development provides the clue to the decline in inflation.

Tg A wgans & fRrge &1 Tohd Sar g

In 2024-25, the relative rates of growth of the agricultural and non-agricultural sectors
would have led to a reduction of the supply-demand gap for agricultural goods,
particularly food, in turn contributing to a lowering of the inflation rate.

2024-25 7, F 31T R-F¥ &= it arder geftr X & FROT F awqgat, v w7 T @@
& o amqfed-amr siaw 7 wat 3115, orew #AgIS X # fiRmae s

This is evident in the sharp deceleration in food-price inflation from the peak of close
to 11% in October 2024 to less than 1% in May 2025.
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Ig TUSC &9 § @ ¢ o @i Few gaedhifa 7 dia frrae 3, i sraeav 2024 #
I 11% F @I T A 2025 F 1% A N FA Y TS|

Limits of Monetary Policy
wifg Afar Fr dHamw

 Monetary policy, which is the RBI’s means for inflation control, could not have
achieved the observed configuration of events.

AiRF N, o s Rord 3 1 7gomE =01 1 Area# §, 3o afed gean3it o 3
QIGCERETE:C i

e |t would be difficult to maintain that an increase in the repo rate of just over 10% in
June 2022, which has not been exceeded since, could have triggered so great a
reduction in food inflation from late 2024.

g AT ST G191 fob ST 2022 F Y9 IT FY 10% W A7 31+ 9o @, ST o7 F 7Eh
ST, 2024 ¥ 3d W g 79 @ieT AgIE H Frae IS |

o ltis equally difficult to imagine that it could have brought about so widespread a
slowing of the economy in 2024-25, especially of services, a large segment of which
is unlikely to be dependent upon formal credit.

UE FoTaT FIET HY HidaT & fh sTd 2024-25 7 3rfcgasyr Y =9+ #l, [{AY &7 & Far
&, ST HTHT &6 o itaaie For o AR ¢t §, 3cue= & Tahdll o

e On the other hand, the impact of a narrowing difference in the rates of growth of the
agricultural and non-agricultural sectors of the economy, as witnessed, can have a
direct impact on the inflation rate.

oElr 3, ST fos S I, FT¥ 3 A5 &3 Air ggfer a3F 7 w1 gear yara A
&T 9 T 3T ST Thell & |

e The reduction in food-price inflation impacts inflation directly, as food prices are
part of the consumer price index, and indirectly via rising wages, which feed into the
price of non-agricultural goods.

T AeT AGINE A FHA! Teh&T T F AGINTS &l FHfAT el ¢, F1 [ WIeT Aed
3YSHIFAT Hed TaHIH 1 [GEaT 8, 3N HcTeT T § ddail § gofir & Areqd 4, 5 -5l
FEIIHT AT P 7 A I B

Econometric Evidence

i wifegdr aea

e We have so far evaluated the role of monetary policy in relation to events.
gH 319 deh g3t & et 7 AR Afer r sfdanT o1 Heaienet fFar B

e The economics profession usually settles empirical issues via econometrics — the
application of statistical methods to economic models.
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AT Algd! I FIRTET afat & 3937 W 3meaniRd giar &

This leaves little in doubt as to the inefficacy of monetary policy for inflation
management.

ST AEITG aereT A Ftferen e i Jwenfaer X g A Tg E A &
In our article “Inflation in India: Dynamics, distributional impact and policy
implication” (‘Structural Change and Economic Dynamics’, June 2025), we

demonstrate that there is no conclusive evidence of the role of the interest rate in
controlling inflation in India.

AR oI “Inflation in India: Dynamics, distributional impact and policy
implication” (‘Structural Change and Economic Dynamics’, S[sT 2025) H &5 fe@mar
for sRa 3 wgan$ =T 7 SuTer X AT FT A AUITIF FHOT AF L

Role of Agricultural Prices and Inflation Targeting

FY HeT AR 7S A& FIA Y ${fAFT

On the other hand, there is conclusive econometric evidence of the overwhelming
role of the price of agricultural goods, driven by the relative rates of growth of the
agricultural and non-agricultural sectors.

gadr 3R, F 3t A-F T &=t Fr wrder geftr o @ IR FR awgant F At Hr gaor
§{foT 7 WIS AT &

Inflationary pressure generated by such a mechanism requires augmenting supply to
be controlled.

VW T A 3cTeeT AGIE g1 T AT et & e 3mgfed 7 ggfer smaeas ¥
Inflation targeting, which works via contraction of demand, is not a solution.
ART HY AT FIoh HIH et dTell AGINE ATRT Al P TATHTA gl ¢ |

If, in the face of a persistent excess demand for agricultural goods, inflation is
lowered by hiking the interest rate in order to restrain demand, other things

remaining the same, inflation will rise when next the interest rate is lowered and
growth revives.

By T et A AR iR i By FEUAFRY 3, T WA e 5 A =
TSTHT FEIS Y HF AT ST, A 3 FRUFAAT T T W, 3797l I) 41eT &¥ gea 3%
fasrar T 4 819 ) AT R A e

Two Final Observations on RBI’s Role

RBI F 7T v & 3ifaer feeaforat

Two final observations should seal the debate on the role of the RBI in lowering the
inflation rate today.
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3Tt T AZITS X A FR1ae 7 RBI FY ${fAST N 968 ! FATCT &t & fow aF sifasr
feroaforar gaica g
o First, an allegedly sophisticated view of ‘inflation targeting’, the model of inflation

control adopted by the RBI, holds that a central bank can actually control inflation by
influencing expectations of economic agents.

ggell a1 I 7 RBI §@RT AYATT T AEINTS RFT0T ATSH ‘AGINS T8 AUROr & U
TUTH AT ST GREHIVT & ITAR, Toh FerT I IMTAF Taiel hr Irdam3it 1 Foiad Hich
FAEIE AT T THaT g

 When we study the RBI’s own data on the expectation of inflation by households,

we find that it has remained almost unchanged from March 2024 to May 2025, and
has been far higher than the RBI’s target inflation rate of 4%.

T4 & ER1 ART AEITS Y 38T I RBI F 3eT AT T 7T ol §, AT I & 7 7w
AT 2024 @ AE 2025 d 187 IARAfda W & 3R RBIF 4% F aRT AGIE X I
F1hY 37qF W 8

e Therefore, the recent decline in inflation could not have been engineered by
inflation targeting.
sl el &1 # g% FgI$ #F Prae #gang wiard A & Fror ¢t & T

o Secondly, after the last meeting of the Monetary Policy Committee, the RBI

Governor expressed willingness to lower the repo rate further if inflation continues
to decline.

gt a1, #ifeer sfifer afafa i sifasr & & a1g, RBI 7199 & I W foar i oy
HEITE AR T, o 3 39 Ye 1 3R e F AR E

e Given evidence of the ineffectiveness of the repo rate in controlling inflation, such
a policy stance would imply that monetary policy in India merely follows inflation
rather than directing its course.

mm#mtﬁma;mﬁaﬁmﬁgw,m;ﬁﬁrma%ﬁ?ﬁ%%m
i Ay Afer AgamS i Rram 77 T F Tor G IHFT IHTAIOT FAN
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Dairy, agriculture impede India-U.S. bilateral trade deal

Dairy, agriculture impede
India-U.S. bilateral trade deal

TCA Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

s the July 9 dea-
A dline for the reim-
position of the U.S.

reciprocal tariffs approach-
es, a potential trade deal
still remains challenging as
an agreement between In-
dia and the U.S. on agricul-
ture and dairy remains elu-
sive, according to sources.

“We want to do a deal
before July 9, but agricul-
ture and dairy are emerg-
ing as challenges,” a source
which is aware of the deve-
lopments said.

“These are sensitive sec-
tors, especially dairy, so we
want to be very careful.”

However, despite the go-
vernment’s keenness to
conclude a deal with the
U.S. before July 9, it is not
“desperate” to do so, they
said. “Even if we miss the

is still looking at what can be included and excluded. FILE PHOTO

deadline of July 9, what
will happen, tariffs will go
back to April 2 levels,” the
source said.

“So, India will lose in
some areas, gain in some,
because it is not like U.S.
trade deals are happening
with other countries. We
are the only country that is

negotiating so elaborately
for a trade deal with U.S.”
Even when it comes to a
“mini deal”, the govern-
ment is still looking into
what can be included and
what can be excluded.
“But there are challeng-
es to meet the July 9 dea-
dline given there are diffe-

rences,”’ the source
explained. “Our team will
go to the U.S. for the next
round of in-person meet-
ing to discuss both the mini
deal and the first tranche
of the Bilateral Trade Deal
(BTA), the timeline for
which is Fall.”

Alert over Iran

On the situation unfolding
in Iran, a senior govern-
ment official separately
said that Iran attacking U.S.
bases in Syria has turned
the situation “more se-
rious” and that the Indian
government was increas-
ing its vigilance on the im-
pact this would have on
trade.

“There are alternative
routes to the Strait of Hor-
muz, but it will also raise
costs as it will increase the
time for shipment of
goods,” the official said.

India is not ‘desperate’ for a deal as other countries have not signed one with the
U.S. either; tariff increase won't hurt India more than others, say sources; govt.
cautious on ‘sensitive’ dairy sector.

R frdY Tl & AT e 781 & FifF 3 2ot o off 3R F 1w 7 Fier 781 Far
& Yo JEf R B q@l & HTh TeharrT ¢ TEaTean, Al HT Hgell §; THR
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FacaTefer 398 & W gd® ¢

e As the July 9 deadline for the reimposition of the U.S.' reciprocal tariffs approaches,
a potential trade deal still remains challenging as an agreement between India and the
U.S. on agriculture and dairy remains elusive, according to sources.

S-S 9 SATS T WAT-HAT (AR F IREINF Yol FY ToT: ARY 81N) H1 T/ HAT
A T ST T &, T FHITT SATIR FAAteT 3730 o IAIAOT 917 g31 & Faifer piy
3R 378 X ARA-3ARFT wHEElar 3l g7 8, Tl & IgEn|

o “We want to do a deal before July 9, but agriculture and dairy are emerging as
challenges,” a source which is aware of the developments said.

“GH 9 ST { gl WiaT e TTEd &, Afehet FY 3R 37N THIfaA st MW@ &
faerrat & 371991 Tk B o Fell

o “These are sensitive sectors, especially dairy, so we want to be very careful.”
¥ FacaAefier &1 &, @Ha 339, safav g9 98¢ Tdes Wl Ied &1

o However, despite the government’s keenness to conclude a deal with the U.S. before
July 9, it is not “desperate” to do so, they said.

gleliich, AXhI T 9 [elTS W Tgel IANHT & AT HiGT el I Al STOT o dTds[G, T6 T
Il & [T ‘da@’ 81 &, 3oai1 el

o “Even if we miss the deadline of July 9, what will happen, tariffs will go back to April 2
levels,” the source said.

“ITe §H 9 TS o THI TNAT b oY ST &, ¥ 74T G191, Qo aTad 2 AT oh TR I Tl
ST, el of el
e “So, India will lose in some areas, gain in some, because it is not like U.S. trade deals

are happening with other countries. We are the only country that is negotiating so
elaborately for a trade deal with U.S.”

‘A, R o &1 H A, F© A S, Fifeh 37 G2t & A1 AR & AR FHSAl
TET 81 W | & ThATT U & S 3AReRT o A2y gl R aret R @I 1

o Even when it comes to a “mini deal”, the government is still looking into what can be
included and what can be excluded.

S “FA e T a1 T B, O IR 3 o 3w W § T Fr anfAe e ST wear &

3R FT TR @1 ST AFaT B

o “But there are challenges to meet the July 9 deadline given there are differences,” the
source explained.

‘Ao RAFATIATT g1t & HROT 9 FoIt$ T FHT AT T et A gt &, e

HASTAT|

e “Our team will go to the U.S. for the next round of in-person meeting to discuss both
the mini deal and the first tranche of the Bilateral Trade Deal (BTA), the timeline for
which is Fall.”

Page8 1
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‘AR & 319ret ER i AfFeara S5 & faw 3R Seet, gt fas dier 3t gRwefr
SATIR gAF (BTA) I gl frea o ==t & fow, foraeh @o @i erg =q 217

Alert over Iran

S T 3eC

e On the situation unfolding in Iran, a senior government official separately said that
Iran attacking U.S. bases in Syria has turned the situation “more serious” and that the
Indian government was increasing its vigilance on the impact this would have on
trade.

$0eT H unfolding FEITA IX, Teh aitss WRFRY FTAFIY 57 31e797 gt T ST garT @R &
IARS ST ) goe o Fufa 3R 7R 97 & § 31K IR SR SR W) §69&
TSI TR 3191 Helehell 96T JET 2

o “There are alternative routes to the Strait of Hormuz, but it will also raise costs as it
will increase the time for shipment of goods,” the official said.

“BlefST STerEIoT & Torv dfeas AT 8, dfshet SH8 amTa aeaf F2ifsh sad AT i R
FT GAT 96 SATTI,” 3TTASHRT o FHgT|
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No headway in
India-ASEAN
trade deal
review despite
9 meetings in
last one year

---------------------------

TCA Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

Over the last one year, offi-
cials of the government of
India have held nine meet-
ings with officials from the
Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN) to
review the trade agree-
ment signed with the
grouping, but no progress
has been made on any
item, according to sources.

“After a lot of pressure
from the government of In-
dia, they agreed for a re-
view of the ASEAN-India
Trade in Goods Agreement
(AITIGA),” a source said.

Under the original
agreement, signed in
2009, India opened 71% of
its tariff lines to the ASEAN
countries whereas coun-
tries like Indonesia opened
41%, Vietnam 66.5%, and
Thailand 67%, the source
explained.

‘Imports tripled’

“In the last 15 years, our ex-
ports to ASEAN have dou-
bled, but our imports have
tripled,” they said. “These
factors necessitated a re-
view of the deal but we are
being stonewalled.”

The review by a joint
committee began in Febru-
ary 2024.

India had found through
its investigations that there
are countries in the ASEAN
grouping that were receiv-
ing highly subsidised raw
materials from China, pro-
cessing them, and then ex-
porting them to India, the
source said.

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
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No headway in India-ASEAN trade deal review
despite 9 meetings in last one year

R -3MRAATT IR gAgd A FHaTH vH ag H 9
doFI F IdS[g P TIAT AT

Over the last one year, officials of the government of India have held
nine meetings with officials from the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) to review the trade agreement signed with the
grouping, but no progress has been made on any item, according to
sources.

o v a¥ # #Ra TR F HfaFRt o sfEror-qd ofdrans wet & darea
(ASEAN)*aﬁmm*wﬁmfr%mww*mgum
g S AR i I 7F, AR AT F ITAR R oft v 9 FE werfar
TE g5 &

o “After a lot of pressure from the government of India, they agreed for a review of
the ASEAN-India Trade in Goods Agreement (AITIGA),” a source said.

“HRA TIHR & HTH ST o d1¢ 37611 ASEAN-RT I SR FHSANS (AITIGA)
! FHIETT o flT HEAT &1,” Teh o el |

e Under the original agreement, signed in 2009, India opened 71% of its tariff
lines to the ASEAN countries whereas countries like Indonesia opened 41%,
Vietnam 66.5%, and Thailand 67%, the source explained.

T FASIT & Tecl, ST 2009 F FEATRTRA 31T AT, 3R o7 ASEAN &=t & T 3ret
71% e &A1 I TelT, STefeh FSARAT A 41%, AT 7 66.5%, 3R Az @
67% oo ollSail ! Well, Al o T

‘Imports tripled’
‘HIAT efieT T[T FIHT

¢ “In the last 15 years, our exports to ASEAN have doubled, but our imports
have tripled,” they said.

“TUoel 15 991 &, gAR ASEAN Y T Qrarem g 717 €, oifehet e oftet agem g1 are
g,” 3glal el

» “These factors necessitated a review of the deal but we are being
stonewalled.”

‘ST SHIOTT & GHYGT TS & 718, Sifhet gof 3raRrert &l GTHaAT el US WEI &1
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e The review by a joint committee began in February 2024.
HIFT AIAT @R FHlat B o3 wladl 2024 7 g5 |

e India had found through its investigations that there are countries in the ASEAN
grouping that were receiving highly subsidised raw materials from China,

processing them, and then exporting them to India, the source said.

HR & 379 ST H 9127 76 ASEAN §Hg o 30 & i & srcafars gfowsh ar #=2
AT ITecd X T¢ &, 3o¢ AT X ¢ & 3R T 378 sRa A afa &, g &

AT

Hormuz block may benefit Indian refiners

Rishi Ranjan Kala
NEW DELHI

Any disruption to shipping
of jet fuel and diesel (ga-
soil) to Europe via the
Strait of Hormuz offers a
window of opportunity to
India’s refiners, particular-
ly for aviation turbine fuel.

Global realtime data
and analytics provider
Kpler pointed out that only
a fraction (44,000 barrels
per day) of India’s refined
exports passes through the

Strait. In this context, any
disruption along the re-
gional redistribution hubs
such as the UAE and Singa-
pore will open up oppor-
tunities for India’s refiners
to explore lucrative deals.

“For instance, disrup-
tion in these routes affects
supply of jet fuel to Eu-
rope. European markets
are likely to offer better
prices to Indian refiners in
such circumstances,” said
an analyst.

Sumit Ritolia, Kpler’s

Lead Research Analyst for
Refining and Modeling,
emphasised that India is
positioned as a “net expor-
ter with strategic expo-
sure”. He said that the dee-
pening Iran-Israel conflict
has sharply altered the re-
fined products landscape.
Over the past week, glo-
bal gasoil cracks have
surged, signalling tighter
middle distillate balances.
Structural risks are
emerging, particularly for
Northwest Europe (NWE),

Hormuz block may benefit Indian refiners

BT 3aY @ AR RBTSaT 1 o137 81 TFhel1 &

Any disruption to shipping of jet fuel and diesel (gasoil) to Europe via the Strait of
Hormuz offers a window of opportunity to India’s refiners, particularly for aviation

turbine fuel.

which sources about 24%
of its gasoil imports from
Middle East Gulf (MEG), ex-
posing the region to poten-
tial Hormuz Strait disrup-
tions, he explained.

However, the real bottle-
neck is in jet fuel and kero-
sene logistics, he said ad-
ding that a disruption in
the Strait would dispropor-
tionately affect European
aviation fuel logistics with
limited backup capacity.

(The writer is with The
Hindu businessline)

BN TASATHET & ATEAH § JUT A A< §4T AR Srorer (Fwsitaren) iy amqfet 7 715 oft
aTeT SR Rerert & fore faeiy w7 § vfawersT exass we & 819 7 3aa? yarht wdt

gl

e Global real-time data and analytics provider Kpler pointed out that only a fraction
(44,000 barrels per day) of India’s refined exports passes through the Strait.
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AR daer-ersa 3e1 3R f32avuT verar Kpler & a3 i 9RA & Rorses @afa #r
herol Tah 32T (WFeY T 44,000 3¥eT) &Y SISr STTSHATHET @ Gl IR ¢

e In this context, any disruption along the regional redistribution hubs such as the UAE
and Singapore will open up opportunities for India’s refiners to explore lucrative
deals.

58 Heol #, ug R AR S8 &y qefderor Sl 7 g o arer sRelr Rrgert &
fore amsreras wleY Fr Fermaa ser ¢l
e “For instance, disruption in these routes affects supply of jet fuel to Europe. European

markets are likely to offer better prices to Indian refiners in such circumstances,” said
an analyst.

“3ETET & oI, 3eT ATl 3 aTerm & IO &Y ste §eret i 3mqfet yenfad g &1 o fRafa o
FUNT SR SHRAT RBIF T I8 &1 & Thdl §,” Teh TALeITeh o g |

o Sumit Ritolia, Kpler's Lead Research Analyst for Refining and Modeling, emphasised
that India is positioned as a “net exporter with strategic exposure”.

Kpler % 9@ faeaws giAa Rafarar 1 Ig Sk ST el o IR vah “Aie TaFaarey”
ot feafa 7 81

¢ He said that the deepening Iran-Israel conflict has sharply altered the refined
products landscape.

3ogiel el foh ERIA-FoISe TUY & e0e O Reb1ges Icurar i fufa & a31 sgema 3mn
gl

o Over the past week, global gasoil cracks have surged, signalling tighter middle
distillate balances.

o aedg # dRaw Awsitae Faw 7 o 31$ 8, S Aftw BReede i eifda smqfef =
hd S &l
o Structural risks are emerging, particularly for Northwest Europe (NWE), which

sources about 24% of its gasoil imports from Middle East Gulf (MEG), exposing the
region to potential Hormuz Strait disruptions, he explained.

3egiet 9T & AXETeA® NTQHA [FAT &7 § AridFe IAT (NWE) & U 3R 7 8, S
379 24% WIS AT ALT A Y @S (MEG) & Fcm &, Foradr Ig &1 gefar araret
& ufa rcafarw gagaefier &

o However, the real bottleneck is in jet fuel and kerosene logistics, he said adding that
a disruption in the Strait would disproportionately affect European aviation fuel
logistics with limited backup capacity.

3ogiel gl foh qrEdTaeh areT St §4T 3R FIRAT Afffeesa 7 § 3R TIsAwTeT § Fi§
3rarer JUART FaATAT Seet AT feead 1 WA T & THIAT T Fifeh 3T aTaer
AT
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TOPICS COVERED (PCS Special)

1. Olympic Day Facts
eI foaw @ 53 a7

Olympic Day Facts , PGS e
. @_ a? Questions and Answers to the yesterday’s
3”6” Ih iaau o

daily quiz: 1. The reason June 23 is celebrated

as Olympic Day. Ans: To commemorate the
dq founding of the modern Olympic Games in
1894

The reason June 23 is
celebrated as Olympic Day.
Ans: To commemorate the
founding of the modern
Olympic Games in 1894

23 5T Y 3w Raw Jama 1
FROT| 3eT: 1894 7 myfas
el Wat S TATI=T Y g
#

e The first Olympic Day was
celebrated on this day. Ans:
June 23, 1948

g e faw st fea

2. The first Olympic Day was celebrated on this
day. Ans: June 23, 1948

3. The meaning of 'Move, learn, discover -
Together for a better world' in the context of the
Olympic Day. Ans: They are the three pillars
based on which the Olympic Day annually
promotes a healthy and active lifestyle

4. This has been added to the “Let’s Move”
theme. Ans: '+1'

5. The Olympic Day Run was organised for the
first time this year. Ans: 1987

6. Thomas Bach was I0C president for these
many years. Ans: 12 years

Visual: Kirsty Coventry won seven Olympic
medals in this sport. Ans: Swimming

HATIT ITAT AT| 3T 23 A, 1948

e The meaning of 'Move, learn, discover — Together for a better world' in the context of
the Olympic Day. Ans: They are the three pillars based on which the Olympic Day
annually promotes a healthy and active lifestyle

'7d, 7, FBEFaR - v dga¥ gfaar & forw amyr &1 e Gaw & deet & 3| saw: &
eT T § oieteh 3TUR 91 e Raw &3¢ a1 Taey 3 afha shaedte # sear aar
gl

e This has been added to the “Let’s Move” theme. Ans: "+1'

"oeq {g" A 7 Ig ST IR § | 3 +1°
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e The Olympic Day Run was organised for the first time this year. Ans: 1987
eI 3 I Ugell IR 39 a¥ AT & 315 A7) 31: 1987
e Thomas Bach was IOC president for these many years. Ans: 12 years
UTHAY 919 Sclel as! deh I0C F 3regeT g 3e): 12 95
o Visual: Kirsty Coventry won seven Olympic medals in this sport. Ans: Swimming

RT: FEE FRA A 580 Yol 7 A1 3ol Ueh TG Sl | Fa: Ry (Swimming)

Coventry
takes over

as first woman
10C president

PCS

Reuters
LAUSANNE

The new International
Olympic Committee presi-
dent, Kirsty Coventry,
pledged to strengthen and
extend the reach of the
Games, as Zimbabwe’s
Olympic swimming cham-
pion took over from Tho-
mas Bach in a ceremony on
Monday.

Coventry became the
first woman and the first
African to be elected head
of the Olympic ruling body
in March.

She was handed the gol-
den key to the IOC by Bach.

Coventry takes over as first woman I10C
president

HIdedl Tl ggall AfgelT IOC ETaT

Coventry takes over as first woman IOC president.

FIdeel of Tgall AT I0C HETET & T H FIRINR FTHTAT|

«The new International Olympic Committee president, Kirsty
Coventry, pledged to strengthen and extend the reach of the Games.

TS AWTSErT 3Nefe afffa i sreaet, FE I  Aal F ASGg
aﬂﬁaﬁtﬁiﬁrqgama:rﬁaa—«qﬁml

«Zimbabwe’s Olympic swimming champion took over from Thomas
Bach in a ceremony on Monday.

Srrarsd 1 3R R APTa 3 oTAaw 99 T WHAR FY v FARE A
FIIAR FHTC|

«Coventry became the first woman and the first African to be elected
head of the Olympic ruling body in March.

hIdeel AT A el e AT [T 2 GH@ Folt STt aTell Tgalt AT AR
Tl 3TShIhT el |

She was handed the golden key to the IOC by Bach.

3+t 9T @RT 10C Fr Faof Feft didh a1
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