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TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper I: History, Society and Geography)

1. Predominant Biological Source of Crude Oil — Plankton
Fed del 1 YW 3% FId — o (Plankton)

2. Should the method of counting caste change?
FT i rster Y qeufa aeerei wifge?

3. Kyrgyzstan parliament passes law to prioritise Kyrgyz
over Russian
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4. Foiled ‘sinister’ coup plot by senior cleric of Church,

says Armenia PM
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Answers to June 24 quiz:

1. Predominant biological source of
crude oil - Ans: Plankton

2. Geological period named to mean
“carbon-bearing” - Ans:
Carbiniferous

3. Source of oil used to treat trench
foot - Ans: Whales

4. Compound of methane trapped
inside ice crystals - Ans: Methane
clathrate

5. Archipelago whose last coal mine is

to close this year - Ans: Svalbard
Visual: Kuwait

catagenesis into crude oil.

' Predominant Biological
* Source of Crude Oil -

Plankton
Fed de HT YH{E AT Fid -

Toldah (Plankton)

Ancient plankton—tiny marine
organisms such as algae
(phytoplankton) and zooplankton—
accumulated on ancient seabeds
millions of years ago.

qrefieT Cordd — S AaTer (PISeITaa®)
3R STearas — FAST a§ gger wrehler WA
dd 9T FTATET 91T I

. These organic remains, buried
under layers of sediment and exposed to
heat and pressure, transformed over
generations through diagenesis and

Y Sifge 319 Mg Y Il F A &9 3R FOAT T g9 F TUa F T SHaT 3T
Feraafaw Hr uferanit & Aregd @ AT & s ad H g6 30|

e This process, not related to dinosaurs, highlights the critical role of plankton in

forming fossil fuels.
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g IfshaT SRIATART & afd a8t §, 31k I Shared §uer & AT 7 coas! 1 3ga

AT T g2l &

Plankton's Ecological Role

cora® i R sy

e Microscopic but immensely abundant organisms.
4 gad Afdher Irca ity AT & 910 S are ST gl B
e Responsible for about 50% of Earth's oxygen via photosynthesis.

A TR AT o FATETH § G2 & ofa1819T 50% 3ifardisret & foiv SFACR g1t &1

e Serve as the foundation of the marine food chain.

A FAL WIEH A@eT Y AR RAAT A £

Geological Period Named “Carboniferous” (meaning “coal-bearing”)

AT FTel FAHeT A1 “Fraffahw § (327 ‘Figar-arr)

e The Carboniferous Period (~ 354—-290 million years ago) was marked by abundant
coal-forming forests in swampy lowlands.

FISI TS FTel (1T 354290 fATATeT o qd) # qareel Arasffaat A R AT &
FIIAT-fAATT FIA 1A T AT AT |

o Its name literally means "coal-bearing”, highlighting large deposits of fossil fuels
formed then.

SHAT AT QMg T F "HITAT-UR" &, S 3T TAT §1 SAa1RA SHAT & 93 HSRY 7
caATar g1

o Features included giant trees, tree ferns, and lycopods, which created thick peat
layers later converted into coal under pressure.

S ol I TAAYAT3T 7 Farerrer a7, et Y 3t 3ik amswisw affer 4, fSwgia A
fie I 9T IS ST 91 F ga1d F dgd ¥ J IRafdd 8l TS|
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A 'GS Paper I: Geography '

Visual: Name this Solar System moon famed for its iconic surface. It’s also the most
geologically active body in the system. NASA
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Should the method of counting caste change?

What are the two phases of the

‘ensus? Why h

aste enumeration been included in the upcoming Census, according to the Union government? What are the

reforms the Census should undertake in order to facilitate data that

I be helpful for bringing the marginalised to the mainstream?

EXPLAINER

K. Narayanan Unni

The story so far:
he Central Government has
announced that the next
Census would take place in
2027 and that it would collect
information on castes. Can such a massive
data exercise be made more useful
through a restructuring of the existing
Census process?

How is the Census conducted?

The first phase of the Census, called
house-listing, would probably be
conducted between April to September in
2026. This stage lists all the dwelling units
in the country where people live, along
with several characteristics of the houses
and households.

The second phase called the
population enumeration phase would be
conducted in 2027, wherein information
on several key socio-economic
characteristics of the population would be
collected. This is also the stage where
caste would be recorded.

Why is caste being recorded?

The recording of an individual’s caste was
last done in the 1941 Census. However,
that data could not be processed due to
economic constraints of the Second
World War. Thus, effectively, the last
Census to provide data on caste has been
the 1931 Census that has become too
outdated to use for any purpose.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi is
reported to have said that caste
enumeration as part of the Census is a
step the government is taking to bring the
marginalised and those left behind in
every field into the However,

Numbering citizens: A teacher collects details from a wor

derived using the

given the limitations of the Census as a
method of data collection as well as the
design of the Census questionnaire, it is
doubtful whether this objective can be
fulfilled. A restructuring of the Census
questionnaires could make more useful
data be made easily available to further
the objectives indicated by the Union
government.

What are the problems with the
questionnaires?

It is presumed that the questions that
were included in the draft questionnaires
for the 2021 Census may more or less
remain the same for the 2027 Census. In
the 2021 draft, the question on caste was
restricted to those belonging to
Scheduled Castes (SC) as in the past
Censuse:

By making this question applicable to
all castes, except Scheduled Tribes (ST),
and with consequent changes in
instructions and the software used for
electronic data collection, data on castes
can be collected. The practical difficulties
of collecting data on castes is not within
the scope of this article. Information on
specific castes can be ascertained through
literacy/educational levels; age at
marriage; mother tongue and other
languages known; status of the individual
as the main worker, marginal worker or
non worker; seeking/available for work;
broad classification of
industry/occupation of the workers; place
of birth/ previous residence; and data on
child birth and survival.

‘While the data on ‘mother tongue and
other languages known’ may not be of
much importance in assessing the
socio-economic status of various castes,
information on participation in economic
activity and its broad classification may be
of use. However, the data on

response to the question “whether
seeking/available for work” suffers from
conceptual issues and lack of attention in
data collection. For example, this
question has a reference period of one
year. However, it is not clearly mentioned
as to how long a person should be
seeking/or be available for work to be
classified as unemployed. Though this
question has been asked in every Census
starting from 1981, it could never give
useful data.

Information on ‘child births and
survival’ collected in the Census suffers
from serious quality issues. These
questions, included in the Census from
1981, have outlived their utility as similar
information is better collected through
the National Family Health Surveys.
Getting any reliable caste-wise data from
these questions is almost impossible.

Information on migration may be an
important aspect to assess whether
people of certain castes are more prone
to migration. However, data from
previous Censuses seem to indicate that a
large percentage of migrants are not
counted or are not recorded as migrants.

Thus, the only information that would
be available to classify caste are those of
education, age at marriage and
participation in economic activity.

While the Census does collect other
information that would help in moving
towards the objectives stated by the
Union government for the inclusion of
caste in the Census, it would need some
serious restructuring of the Census
questionnaires and process.

How should the Census
questionnaires be restructured?

The main objective of the house listing
phase is to prepare a list of all dwelling
units where people are living or are likely

to be living at the time of the Census. This
framework helps in carving out new
enumeration blocks as required and thus
helps balance the workload of the
enumerators. Several questions relating to
quality of housing, amenities available to
households and assets owned, have been
asked during this phase from the 1991
Census onwards.

However, in the 1981 Census, these
questions were in the household schedule
canv. during the second phase of the
census, that is the population
enumeration phase.

Transferring these questions from the
house-list schedule to the household
schedule would help linking information
on quality of housing, amenities and
assets to other aspects of the population
easier. As there is a time gap of six to nine
months between the house-listing and
population enumeration phases, linking
the information on the basis of house
number, name of the head of the
household etc. may bring about error.
Such errors may seriously impact the
reliability of data, especially for small
communities.

Taking the questions out of the
house-listing schedule would also help
enumerators to concentrate on the listing
of all buildings, be it residential, partly
residential or non-residential along with
the number of people living in them.
Improved house-lists would help in better
coverage of the Census. This is very
important in urban areas which have
higher omission rates in most Censuses.

Such linkages or transfer of questions
have not been adopted in either the 2011
Census or in the planning of the 2021
Census (which was advanced due to the
COVID-19 pandemic).

Without such data in the Census, it is
not possible to answer questions like,
“What is the literacy rate of persons living

in kutcha house without electricity and
whether this is significantly lower than
that of others” or “What proportion of the
workforce in urban areas live in kutcha
houses?”, etc.

The Census should be able to provide
answers to the above questions,
disaggregated by caste. Then only can the
data be used for identifying marginalised
communities and the extent of disparities
between them. Though collecting
accurate data through a Census on many
of these variables is not an easy process,
and though the quality of data might
suffer, it is the best alternative as of now.

Should some questions be omitted?
There is a need to make the Census leaner
by dropping unnecessary questions.
Several questions on amenities available
to the household or assets owned by them
may have become redundant. For
example, ownership of mobile phones or
that of computers may not be as
important now as it was five years ago.
Similarly, questions on access of
households to bank accounts might be
omitted. A shorter questionnaire would
help the enumerator concentrate on
getting more accurate responses to the
questions.

The Census has been providing
caste/tribe wise data on several
socio-economic variables. It is doubtful
whether this data have been used to
identify the most backward castes/tribes
for similar exercises that could aid
policy/program formulation. Hopefully,
caste-wise data thrown up by the
upcoming Census would be used better in
policy and program formulations, and be
used beyond decisions regarding the
percentages for reservation.

The author is a retired officer from the
Indian Statistical Service and a former
Deputy Registrar General.

Should the method of counting caste change?

THE G

v

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
is reported to have said that
caste enumeration as part of
the Census is a step the
government is taking to bring
the marginalised and those left
behind in every field into the
mainstream.

v

Information on migration may
be an important aspect to
assess whether people of
certain castes are more prone
to migration. However, data
from previous Censuses seem
to indicate that a large
percentage of migrants are not
counted or are not recorded as
migrants.

v

There is 2 need to make the
Census leaner by dropping
unnecessary questions.
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T STfer rster Y qeufer ageret aifge?

The Central Government has announced that the next Census would take place in
2027 and that it would collect information on castes.

g AIHK o MU Y § T3 319TeT Census 2027 #F g1 3R 30 snfa waef S
TETT Y STwat|

¢ Question: Can such a massive data exercise be made more useful through a
restructuring of the existing Census process?

TIRET: T 54 faerer 3T 1 & AlSIeT S0t Gishar & qerdtaeT & ATegH 4 3ifh
ST FATAT ST Hehell 572

How is the Census conducted?

STAIOTAT h Y ST &2

o The first phase, called house-listing, would be conducted between April to
September 2026.

gl TROT, fod er3w-fafeesr a1 Sirar &, 3ite ¥ Rdex 2026 & = 3T Far
ST

This stage lists all dwelling units in the country with characteristics of houses and
households.

$H TROT H SRR 3 oY TaTH $Hh1eal Y FaAT T715 ST &, Foras vt 31X afkari
fAAYaT? g g €1

e The second phase, called population enumeration, would be conducted in 2027,
where information on several key socio-economic characteristics would be collected.

G TROT, FoIY SITHEAT WARIVT a1 AT &, 2027 # A fam e, 5w w8
YHE WTATTI- AT fARAITA3it T STeAer iy T Hr smesf|

This is also the stage where caste would be recorded.

Ig ag o1 Y § Torae sifar Rears i seat|

Why is caste being recorded?

Sfa & 741 Rrs fFar ST Erg?

e The recording of an individual's caste was last done in the 1941 Census, but data could
not be processed due to economic constraints of WWII.

foreit caferd T arfar 3T SR 1941 SerToraT 3 ot &1 915 oY, fdheT I% Ser gfada feg
ey & fdF gfaal & wRoT J@RId e foham S b
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o Effectively, the last Census to provide caste data was the 1931 Census, now too
outdated for any purpose.

SITAgTRE ¥ &, 1931 SAA0TAT & &1¢ H ST ST 3UCISY el o, AT 3 fhar off 3egeT &

foT aga Qe & IR &
¢ PM Narendra Modi reportedly said caste enumeration is a step to bring the
marginalised into the mainstream.

TUTAHAT 7Y AIGT & AR SATicl Y AVTAT Teh e H & fored M a9t a0l gy &

IRIT ST Hah |

e« However, given limitations of Census as a data collection method, and questionnaire
design, this objective is doubtful.

gTelifoh, STeTaTOTSAT hl 3T T T eufd 3R geaTaelr & f3amss &t a3t o e 7 t@a
g, TE 3eeed Wikaw ¥

o Arestructuring of the Census questionnaires could make more useful data available
to further the government's stated objectives.

Census YR&ATIRN o JeTatdeT & 37T8eh 3UANaN ST el Hehell &, ST AXPR o SEERAT T 37T
JeT ThdT g

What are the problems with the questionnaires?
9RTTdel 3 AT YHAEIT 87
e The draft questionnaires for 2021 Census may more or less remain the same for
2027.
2021 F 319 FRATTe 2027 3 TIT ST LY T§ Tehell ¢

e In 2021 draft, the caste question was restricted to those belonging to Scheduled
Castes (SC) as in past Censuses.

2021 ﬁmﬁmmammﬁam(sqaﬁmmm%mgmm

o

o By making this question applicable to all castes except ST, and modifying instructions
and software, caste data can be collected.

SH T2 Sl AqYAT STetariial (ST) Y BIswT weft shnfaai & fow oy &y, 3k et a
AIFEAW H TGal1d Fleh AT 3T HIE THI g

o Practical difficulties of collecting caste data are not covered here.
S 3T a8 I ATagIRF HiSA8AT 38 IaT & A AT 8T &

o Additional indicators like literacy, age at marriage, mother tongue, worker status,

industry/occupation, birthplace/migration, and childbirth/survival data can help
ascertain caste information.

vers, faare & Hry, AT, FAARY Pufa, se@lreaaw, SeRTUE/YaT, 3R aTa-
SIeA/SNae S 3T Gaahie STfa Fetll SR o F¥e H T g1 §ohd & |
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e Birth and survival data suffer quality issues; better captured in National Family Health
Surveys (NFHS).

o 3 Sfaer & Faftra Ser & a[oradr FeEar A §; 38 National Family Health
Surveys (NFHS) 31 aig Repls i B

e Migration info could reveal caste-based migration patterns, but previous Census
migration data is incomplete.

Yo T AFRNT @ S-S TardeT desT IdT T TohdT 8, Afehe] T AAMOTAT YT
ST AT

e Thus, available caste classification info would rely mainly on education, age at
marriage, and economic participation.

S8 TR, 3UcTet] AT Fafferor STarahmdt 3ifeienciy fRvemr, Ramg #r g, 3K anfde amefierdy
IR IR gl

e While Census gathers other relevant info, it needs serious restructuring of
questionnaires and process to meet Union government's objective.

STATUTSAT 373 WA STTeTeh Y SheaT &l 8, olfhed 38 ohg TXHR & 36628 H Ifd &
ferT sreaTarell va Gfshar &1 arsf gerataet maedeh ¢ |

How should the Census questionnaires be restructured?

STTITOTAT FRATN 1 F4 Geratfee fmam s afge?

Purpose of House-Listing Phase

gr3u-fafeear =ror 1 3587

e The main objective of this phase is to prepare a list of all dwelling units where people
live or are likely to live during the Census.

S TROT T HEY 3567 WY IHTaTH SHTEAT T P AR AT &, ST61 W17 STAI0TAT o6

THT T@d & ITIgA hl THTGAT g |
o This framework helps in creating enumeration blocks and balancing the workload for
enumerators.

Ig YOTTell ATUTAT Selleh HIR el 3 AOTHTAAT & FIANR Y Ffelcd el H FHee A o

e Since 1991, several questions on housing quality, amenities, and assets have been
included in this phase.

1991 & 3 TROT H ITaT Y o, G, 3 Fufert deelh S gea anfdrer fhw aw &)

Need to Shift Questions to Population Phase
YA Y STAWEIT IOTAT TIOT H TATATA R Hed T T HT

e Inthe 1981 Census, questions on amenities and assets were in the population
enumeration phase, not house-listing.
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1981 T STeTeToTalr #, GIAEm3it 3R Auferat Heell 997 STAHEAT IAoTAT =aRor 7 &, o o6
gr3a-fafecar #|
o Transferring these questions to the household schedule would help link housing
data with population characteristics effectively.
T Y=l 2l T[G-3TTaTH T & TATAAR el & Hra Faeh 37 Y srerwear vt
& SANSAT 3T 81T |

Avoiding Data Linking Errors
gt foifer feat @ =

A 6-9 month gap exists between phases, so linking based on house number or head’s
name may cause errors, especially in small communities.

clAT TROT & sfier 6-9 HEIe oAl I BTl ¢, SHTIT B FEAT IT HRGAT & A1H W foleh el
¥ faRIvent I gHerl # et 6 b 8
¢ Removing these questions from house-listing allows enumerators to focus on listing

buildings and occupancy, improving Census coverage, especially in urban areas with
high omission rates.

gT3-TAfeeT & 37 92wl T geTet A TUThAT HaaAT I FeTehr AT T Gl R &A1 e
T Hehdl, THA STT9T0TAT T FHadal S8 B19T, WIHHT AT &3 H ST81 3178 e g ¢

Policy-Relevant Data through Caste Linkage
Sifa @ S8 Afdera-grafes ger

o With linked data, the Census could answer questions like “literacy rate of persons in
kutcha houses without electricity” or “proportion of urban workforce in kutcha houses,”
disaggregated by caste.

foieh foh aTT SeT & 0 IRaAT 1 3R [T Aehel 8: “forstell e e &RT A @1 areit
FIERCT & AT “ehed BRT H gt aTel AT HdeTel T 3fgard,” Sifer & IR fAsniara wih |

e Such insights are essential for identifying marginalised communities and
understanding disparities.

I STeThRT die3 WHETN AT ggareT iR FFATAAHT S THSA & T Ageaqol g

Streamlining Questionnaire — Omitting Redundant Questions

YATdell & ISl ST — HYTHNS T2 geraT

o The Census needs to be leaner by dropping unnecessary questions on common
amenities/assets like mobile phones, computers, or bank accounts.

STSTaTUTHAT Shl TS SoiTed o T ASTSel, HTYET IT deb T ST ATHT Graemsit/adiaat
TR IR 2=l T gereAr AR
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¢ A shorter questionnaire would help enumerators obtain more accurate responses to
critical questions.

wfarea weaTaelt & I0TEHAT AgcaqoT wRal & W 3T A W 3T €11 & Fohl B |

Better Use of Caste-Wise Data
AMA-GR 3T HT 9§ 3TTT

o Historically, caste/tribe-wise data have not been well-used for identifying backward
communities or informing programs.

UfeTiaeh &9 @, STfc/STeToTc-ar ST &l 3UZNT 458 WHETAT Y Igard A1 Frdwe
fBiTeeT 7 gaica &9 9 FET el gl

e This Census should ensure caste data are used beyond reservation placeholders, for
broader policy and program formulation.

$H SAAIUTAT H 1T ST T ITANT chdel HRETUT et doh FIfAT o TG, $H AT Afa
farator st sRiEAT F 39T fhar s @nfge)
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Voices from the margins: Dalit, women
refugee accounts of the Bengal Partition

Though the writings on Partition are rightly about loss, writers are also looking at other areas. While a Dalit writer has written his experience of
um()uchahilitv another new book underscores that women refugees of Bengal played an important role in shaping the women’s movement

Sudlpta Datta

t the launch of The Last Bench
(Ekada/Westland Books) in
Kolkata last week, Adhir Biswas
said his experience of
+ untouchability as a child was painful, but
also a treasure. With no one willing to
play with him, and the village too
boycotting his family of barbers, he had
all the time to forage in the forests and
discover a world of other beings, like
mongooses and mynahs and a dog called
Bhombol, invisible to most like he was.

However, that is small compensation
for the acute caste oppression forced on
him, first in an East Bengal (then East
Pakistan) village (Magura), and then when
his family moved to West Bengal in 1967.
Bengal prides itself on being largely caste
agnostic, but Biswas’s Dalit and refugee
memoir flies in the face of it.

Biswas did something about the
societal slight — he got himself an
education against all odds, began writing
in magazines from the 1970s, and then
launched a publishing house, Gangchil, in
2005 so that stories like his own could be
told. “It’s enshrined in my memory — how
it feels when you have no place in society
— and I wanted to write about it,” he said.
His heart-rending account — written as
three separate slim books in Bengali — has
been translated by V. Ramaswamy into
English, giving it a wider readership.

His life of hardship will be
unimaginable to many, and the session to
launch the book at Max Mueller Bhavan

was aptly titled, ‘Growing up Invisible in
an Unjust World.

Just how invisible he felt is described in
his classroom travails, when he was asked
to sit at the back, far away from everyone;
when he wrote every word being taught
on his cracked slate, but never had the
privilege of being asked a question; when
the teacher on day one decided he should
be called a ‘Paramanik’ (because he
hailed from a family of barbers) and not
Biswas, which was their surname.

Caste violence and poverty
Read together with Manoranjan Byapari’s
Interrogating My Chandal Life (Sage),
Biswas’s voice from the margins is an
important addition to studies and
understanding of Dalit and refugee life.
Byapari has written about his migration to
West Bengal, caste violence and poverty,
and his itinerant life in his fiction as well,
particularly in the ‘Chandal Jibon’ trilogy,
comprising The Runaway Boy, The
Nemesis and The Interloper (Westland
Books), all translated by Ramaswamy.
Scholars are now paying closer
attention to the migration that happened
from East Bengal/East Pakistan into West
Bengal and looking at the afterlife of
Partition. In the Foreword to Gargi
Chakravartty’s new book, Coming Out of
Partition: Refugee Women of Bengal (Tulika
Books), Tanika Sarkar writes that
partition in Bengal was a very long-term
process, violence was sporadic, and
migration happened in a long, persistent
trickle rather than in a single torrential

movement. “It is, in fact, difficult to put a
definite closure on the process, which,
Joya Chatterji argues [in her books on
Bengal Partition] began and did not end
with 1947

Research has shown, notes Joya
Chatterji in her book Partition’s Legacies
(Permanent Black), that in a myriad ways
refugees drove change. “In West Bengal,
where landed elites resisted reforms,
refugees threw themselves behind
communist agitations, propelling the
communists to power in 1969. They
seized and then squatted on vacant land,
demanded full rehabilitation as a matter
of right, pushing and stretching the
vocabulary of ‘rights’ in India’s emergent
democracy,” she points out.

Radical social reorientation
Chakravartty’s family hailed from East
Bengal, and several members had stayed
back there. “Listening to those who
longed for the lost homeland and to those
who remained there, she came to acquire
a deep sense of identification with the
land that she had not seen,” says Sarkar.
Her mother, the novelist Sabitri Ray,
has portrayed their life in a refugee
settlement in West Bengal in her novels
and short stories. Too often, writes
Chakravartty in the Preface, women’s
experience of Partition becomes a story of
loss and victimhood, of violence and
oppression. “While the focus is valid and
deeply relevant, it does somewhat
marginalise other areas of experience that
are no less relevant.” Chakravartty points

out that the women refugees of Bengal
have not only played an important role in
shaping the women’s movement, but they
have also been responsible for a radical
reorientation of the social lives of Bengali
women.

Chakravartty traces the story of
migration — how and why Hindus
abandoned their ancestral homes and left
East Bengal; and also about the lifelong
yearning for the “land of rivers” they had
left behind.

In West Bengal, refugees faced
enormous problems. In that backdrop,
Chakravartty reviews the transition in the
lives of the refugee women who came out
on the streets and plunged into political
activism for survival, seeking shelter, food
and employment.

In due course, there were immense
sociological changes in the lives of
refugees living in the colonies, which
Chakravartty documents.

In his Introduction to Partition’s
Legacies, David Washbrook writes that
Chatterji’s Bengal is no less fractured and
brutalised by colonialism, Partition, and
the post-colonial state. “However, it does
not only stand as a field of negation and
lament. [In several essays], she shows
how even little people mattered, re-built
their lives, challenged and re-made
policies of the state, and acculturated
themselves to new environments.”

Chakravartty’s book on the lives of
refugee women and Biswas’s on his own
crushing childhood are an invaluable
addition to books on Partition in the east.

Voices from the margins: Dalit, women refugee accounts of
the Bengal Partition

HATAY Y TaTS: T faHTeIeT A efad 3 AfgeT eaonfat iy
o

Though the writings on Partition are rightly about loss, writers are also looking at
other areas.

fasee W AET araa A g F AR A §, A s dmw s et A st dm @

e While a Dalit writer has written his experience of untouchability, another new book
underscores that women refugees of Bengal played an important role in shaping the
women’s movement.
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TRl Ueh Sforel Qe o1 3GdeT oh1 U= 77e7d T &, I8l qal =15 fehclTel 3 &1 T
ShIRT STeTcl & Toh SaTTer T AfFaT QRONTAAY o AfFaT JTETee &l 3R &t H HAgeaqul
sfHeT fHemTS |

The Last Bench — Adhir Biswas
g diee o - 3refit A

o At the launch of The Last Bench (Ekada/Westland Books) in Kolkata last week, Adhir
Biswas said his experience of untouchability as a child was painful, but also a
treasure.

The Last Bench 1 hieleTdl & &ToT &l dllfeder 9 3R faeara & gt & s9aer & 379

G ol TS GeelTeh AT, WAfehet Teh TATelT oY 7|

e With no one willing to play with him, and the village boycotting his barber family, he
spent time foraging in forests discovering mongooses, mynahs, and his dog Bhombol,
as invisible to most like he was.

I IS 3TF TTYT Welod ! IR Tg1 AT, 3R 3Ta F 37 A1E IRIR F1 IgshR ¥ o2,
oS g STl H gHAT dgT, HeT, 3R 39 ot ST bl WisTal — il 3TRehcX olait hT e
gl 3T |

e However, that is small compensation for the acute caste oppression, first in East
Bengal (Magura) and then after 1967 migration to West Bengal.

Ig 37e7e7a 1 ol SifereTer 3eiseT & AIHT Ueh BICT H3ATASIT AT, Tgel Y STl (FIRT) 7
3R Y 1967 & afas F9rmer 3771 & S1G |

e Bengal prides itself on being caste-agnostic, but Biswas’s Dalit and refugee memoir
flies in the face of it.

TSl e, 1 SAI-fAdeT AleTa 8, Afehet foreara i afera sl aomedt gwor 7 59
Al &

e He pursued education, began writing in magazines from the 1970s, and launched a
publishing house (Gangchil) in 2005 to tell stories like his own.

3giot fRYET STee Y, 1970 F gereh § Ufehi3it 7 forgetr & o, 3R O Shgtferdl geirer
& ferw 2005 7 afeafier gr3w (serfRren) o« famam|

e His memoir, written in three slim books in Bengali, was translated by V. Ramaswamy
into English, making it accessible to a wider audience.

SeTehl HEFROT, ST ofleT TeTell SaTTell Gcent 31 for@r aram T, V. AT garT 3736l #
HﬂﬁTﬁH%‘Bﬂ %Wagmmammmm

o The Max Mueller Bhavan launch event was aptly titled “Growing up Invisible in an
Unjust World.”

HFd FeR 37deT H clled 3dC HT ITGF M AT “Haraqor gferar # rgeadm & gerd gUl”
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Caste violence and poverty — Manoranjan Byapari

sifaera e 3t el - FARSeeaeT s

e Read together with Manoranjan Byapari’s Interrogating My Chandal Life (Sage),
Biswas’s voice from the margins is an important addition to studies of Dalit and refugee
life.

HoARSIA=geT sATIIRY FX Interrogating My Chandal Life (Sage) & TTY gl WX, fsearg &hr
AT F 31§ 3mare aferd 3R ROt Shaet & 3reasT 7 Ageaqol Aerer et |
e Byapari has written about his migration to West Bengal, caste violence, poverty, and

itinerant life in his fiction, especially in the Chandal Jibon trilogy (The Runaway Boy,
The Nemesis, The Interloper), all translated by Ramaswamy.

SATINY o 379 3U=ATET 3 319 9fRErs S9mrel Y var, Sfaera fgar, e, 31T e
Shaerdiely & forar &, a9 &7 & Chandal Jibon f&aTsit (The Runaway Boy, The
Nemesis, The Interloper), ST T THATEATHT SaRT 377 & |

Partition and refugee dynamics — Gargi Chakravartty & Joya Chatter;ji
farstreter 3R eomret arfarefierar — aeft Twadt stk ST Tesit

e Scholars now pay closer attention to migration from East Bengal/East Pakistan into West
Bengal and the afterlife of Partition.

facaret 31e g SeTTer/qd ITfehEdrst & TR Sellel ek & Yardg 3R fAeeT & el a1g W
3Tereh AT S W &

e In the foreword to ,Coming Out of Partition: Refugee Women of Bengal (Tulika Books),
Tanika Sarkar writes that partition in Bengal was a long-term process, with sporadic
violence, and migration as a persistent trickle, not a single flood.

Coming Out of Partition: Refugee Women of Bengal (Tulika Books) # Y&dTdeIT # dTfeteht
WFR for@dr § T J9Ter 7 fasimersT v espifare afshar o, foraeT savdie fgar o, 3k

T Teh 9dR 9814, Ueh a1 H oAgi |
o “ltis difficult to put a definite closure on the process, which, Joya Chatterji argues,
began and did not end with 1947.”

‘G JTshaT 1 Teh AR 37t <ot el &, ST foh S wresit ook & &, 78 1947 A YE
gmﬁiwaé‘rgmr’

Political impact — Refugees and Communist rise

Teteiifara woma — eoneff 3k Frgfaee sarma

o In Partition’s Legacies (Permanent Black), Joya Chatterji notes refugees in West
Bengal, in face of landed elite resistance, supported communist agitations, helping
CPIM come to power in 1969.
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& FaYer o Sras(e, RO & FFgface Arerest & gade fohar, fSad 1969 7 CPIM
T A 3

They seized and squatted on vacant land, demanded full rehabilitation as a right,
broadening India’s emerging democratic vocabulary of 'rights'.

3egiol GTelt ST 9T oot AT 3R Fearm FT form, 3R qU qorate v HRFER & T H
HIIT, TS $TR & 39X Aehcid 7 "HIAFRY A eregraeh faedR g3

Radical Social Reorientation

HATS # FHIfTRT AT

Chakravartty’s family hailed from East Bengal, and several members had stayed back
there.

Tehadll & TR qdf e & 47 3R S GeET a8 @ 77 A
“Listening to those who longed for the lost homeland and to those who remained there,

she came to acquire a deep sense of identification with the land that she had not seen,”
says Sarkar.

HIHR Fedl o, “sﬁaﬁw@vgﬂaﬁmmﬁaaﬂ?waﬁwm&ﬁ@#gﬁ,
3egiel 3 oA A I 3T HegH fohar [oa 3wgie el car =7gT )"

Her mother, the novelist Sabitri Ray, has portrayed their life in a refugee settlement in
West Bengal in her novels and short stories.

3T AT, IYeATHRR FIfaA I, o 39aY 3UATAT 31T gt 37 qfiRaH 9mer & ot
afeaat & 39sy Shae &1 =T R §

Too often, writes Chakravartty in the Preface, women’s experience of Partition
becomes a story of loss and victimhood, of violence and oppression.

Tshacll $1fAeRt 7 forgeh 8 o fasreret 7 aAfgenait & sregora 1 3T et arfey aftx g
1 Fgrett, fEaT 3R sedser & w9 7y R Srar B

“While the focus is valid and deeply relevant, it does somewhat marginalise other areas
of experience that are no less relevant.”

“gTelTeh AF grocahior 3fad AN FAgeayet §, Y 3 I8 To VW 3re77at &1 gIRIT 9 31ef &
& S o HgcaquT =181 61"

Chakravartty points out that the women refugees of Bengal have not only played an
important role in shaping the women’s movement, but they have also been
responsible for a radical reorientation of the social lives of Bengali women.

Tohadl gl & Toh SaTTel  AfEET ARoNFAY & g AT ST FT TFR S &
FgcaquT AT eI TS, afew 3egiet Femel AT & ArATISS sftaet # Fifasry
agdra AT o

Chakravartty traces the story of migration — how and why Hindus abandoned their
ancestral homes and left East Bengal; and also about the lifelong yearning for the
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“land of rivers” they had left behind.
Tohdcll YA T FHgletl T Giotcll § — o Hay 3R Ft gt a sraa gedteh ax 813 3R qd
FaTTer oI5 3T 3R 3egie 39 “Afeat it exell” & fow shaet o~ avw 7gqy |
o In West Bengal, refugees faced enormous problems.
qfRaH Femer 7 QRUNTIAT St HIRY FATATIT T ATHAT el TS|
¢ In that backdrop, Chakravartty reviews the transition in the lives of refugee women

who came out on the streets and plunged into political activism for survival, seeking
shelter, food and employment.

38T gea3fA 7 Tshadt aromedt #fgensit F Shaet 7 aema 1 qeeT 8, Siegle @58
9T 3T T A FfRaar & SIRT 3mam, e 3R Asrerr i Aver |

o In due course, there were immense sociological changes in the lives of refugees living
in the colonies, which Chakravartty documents.

AT & T Frdlferal F g arer QRN & SaeT 7 18y FATSTIENT gRadsT 37T,

TSTeTahT Tshadl o GEATdolaniuT fhaT &1

Historical Context and Reconstruction — Washbrook and Chatterji

e Haet A gafewtor - afergs X TSt

e In his Introduction to Partition’s Legacies, David Washbrook writes that Chatterji’s
Bengal is no less fractured and brutalised by colonialism, Partition, and the post-
colonial state.

Partition’s Legacies &1 ${f#eT # 3fas a’f%ﬁjl? @ g T gesil a1 sammer 8 sitafaafRiear,
fsmreret 3R seR-siafAaRe asr ganT REfEe stk gRar @ wenfaa o
o “However, it does not only stand as a field of negation and lament. [In several essays],

she shows how even little people mattered, re-built their lives, challenged and re-made
state policies, and acculturated themselves to new environments.”

“Grellieh g hael faama A sredigfar &1 &1 767 21| [ et ) ag e & i Ha
AT w1 #ff Ageaqur &, 3ogiat 370e Sfiaet 1 A & Fera, o &y Aot wt gateht &

3R a&el, 3R AT ATaTaRer & ge H S|’

e Chakravartty’s book on the lives of refugee women and Biswas’s on his own crushing
childhood are an invaluable addition to books on Partition in the east.

ot AfFAT3t & Siiaet 9X Tshad’ T e AR REar S 319 Fie arearaedr W
qreh, g 9K # st X @nfecd & agaed Arer |
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BISHKEK

Kyrgyzstan parliament passes law
to prioritise Kyrgyz over Russian

Kyrgyzstan’s parliament passed a law to strengthen the use of the
Kyrgyz language over Russian, a move that comes with Moscow's
influence across Central Asia waning amid its invasion of Ukraine.
Around 80% of Kyrgyzstan’s seven million people speak Russian,
which is commonly used for daily communication. AFP

AP

Kyrgyzstan
parliament
passes law to
prioritise
Kyrgyz over
Russian

frftereara $ir
T oF T T
Y JelelT A
frfetar stmaT =AY
T AT g
aTell e IR
T

o Kyrgyzstan’s
parliament passed a
law to strengthen the
use of the Kyrgyz
language over
Russian, a move that
comes with Moscow's
influence across
Central Asia waning
amid its invasion of
Ukraine.

fRTaTaEdTeT T UG oF

T Fefe IR T Torerd Y e Y Forerr F Frfater ameT & 3uier A Fore foman
SITTAT, UE HEH Pahel W gHA & ai<l ALY TRIAT 7 AR & gei1d # Arae & e 3o

I

e Around 80% of Kyrgyzstan’s seven million people speak Russian, which is

commonly used for daily communication.

TR faTTEaTe S 7 AT Y a1 A F T 80% 1eT Y 1meT era &, S 3faes

ATt H FHAI: TG gl o
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YEREVAN
Foiled ‘sinister’ coup plot by senior

cleric of Church, says Armenia PM

N

AFP

Armenia’s Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan said security forces foiled
a coup plot involving a senior cleric. Mr. Pashinyan has been at
loggerheads with the Church since its head, Catholicos Garegin I,
began calling for his resignation following Armenia’s 2020 defeat to
arch-foe Azerbaijan over the then-disputed Karabakh region. Arp

Foiled ‘sinister’
coup plot by senior
cleric of Church,
says Armenia PM

T & TRES YHTS
dEdrade $r Jrforer
STTehTH, 3THIfAAT &
UYTAHST  Fgl

e Armenia’s Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan said
security forces foiled a coup
plot involving a senior cleric.

3T o weTeTsst e
qfAeATer o gt foh &t el o
% aRes AT qanrT T
dE&ATIeIE $T FISA AR T
qel

e Mr. Pashinyan has been at

loggerheads with the Church since its head, Catholicos Garegin Il, began calling for
his resignation following Armenia’s 2020 defeat to arch-foe Azerbaijan over the then-
disputed Karabakh region.

A IR 1 T { THIT T @ & o194 T & J7@ FNfaara e 1| 3 srefifaar
hT 2020 F TN GRHA HSTASATT W FIETE 817 # R o T, 3o i T AT Y& 1 AT

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper II: Polity, Governance,And International

Relations)

1. CBSE Class 10 students to get option of two exams

HdTHS F&IT 10 & ST Y &F G831t H1 [Aeveq Rt
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2. Cause and effect: On human rights, citizenship cases
HROT 3T TG ATAGIASRI 3R ARTRE AT AHET )
3. A lofty concept, a Governor and unwanted controversy
4. Enabling voting rights for migrants
Yardl AGETATHT & fAT AR AAFR T8 F3ar
5. The ‘Axis of Upheaval’ in the West Asia conflict
e Tl wed 3 rRear el
6. Iran lawmakers vote to suspend ties with UN nuclear
watchdog

VT & HIWEl « T TS WAV NI T84T & Feer
forarfae w5 & et  Aaee frar

7. NATO nod for hike in military spending, collective
defence

A7 @ A T 3 FHEF 6T FT AFT A1 Y Hlh
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CBSE Class 10
students to
get option of
two exams

femmeamssssssmmsmmsssssmm
o

GS Paper II: Education
Maitri Porecha
NEW DELHI

In a bid to reduce the stress
of Board exams, Class 10
students will be given the
option of taking their ex-
ams twice from the aca-
demic year 2026-27, the
Central Board of Secon-
dary Education (CBSE)
said on Wednesday. This
option to improve perfor-
mance in up to three aca-
demic subjects will only be
provided to students who
pass the first examination.
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CBSE Class 10 students to get option of two exams

WITHS H&IT 10 & BT T & TQ&T3iT w1 QAheq Adam

¢In a bid to reduce the stress of Board exams, Class 10 students will be given
the option of taking their exams twice from the academic year 2026-27, the
Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) said on Wednesday.

S BT T T FH FIA & 36627 H F&T 10 & BT 1 870+ |5 2026-27
O ar AR 9T & T AFed fear Seer, I8 o1 qUar & Shr Areafas Rar &g

(CBSE) o7 &gT|

 This option to improve performance in up to three academic subjects will only
be provided to students who pass the first examination.

et Aerfore Rw=it A weeler GuRA &7 Ig fashod Shael 3761 O &l Aol S ggelt

8T 91T HIT|

CBSE Class 10 students to get option of 2 exams

Maitri Porecha
NEW DELHI

In a bid to reduce the stress
of Board exams, Class 10
students will be given the
option of taking their ex-
ams twice from the aca-
demic year 2026-27, the
Central Board of Secon-
dary Education (CBSE)
said on Wednesday. This
option to improve perfor-
mance in up to three aca-
demic subjects will only be
provided to students who
pass the first examination,
officials said on
Wednesday.

The CBSE’s decision is
in line with the 2020 Na-
tional Education Policy re-
commendation to remove
the “high stakes” aspect of
Board exams by allowing
all students to attempt the
exams up to two times dur-
ing any given school year if
they wish to. One will be
the main exam, and the
other for improvement.

First exam mandatory

“While it is mandatory for
students to appear in the
first Board examination
which will be conducted in
mid-February, all students
who pass the first Board ex-

The decision is in line with the National Education Policy
recommendation to remove high stakes aspect of Board exams.

amination and are eligible
will be allowed to improve
their performance in any
of the three subjects out of
Science, Mathematics, So-
cial Science and two lan-
guage papers,” CBSE Chair-
man Rahul Singh said.

“The second exam is
purely optional and addi-
tional in nature,” he added.
The better of the two
scores will be considered
in the final mark sheets of
students who appear in
both exams.

Union Education Minis-
ter Dharmendra Pradhan
welcomed the move with a
post on X. “Laudable and a
much-needed step. This
will reduce exam stress,
provide more flexibility

and foster joyful learning
environment. A key recom-
mendation of NEP 2020,
twice-a-year exams is a stu-
dent-centric approach and
also aligns with global edu-
cation practices,” he said.

The change is set to
come in effect from the
academic year of 2026-27.
Almost 23.72 lakh students
appeared for the CBSE’s
Class 10 board exams in
2025, of which 93.66%
passed.

Officials explained that
the results of the mandato-
ry first examination will be
declared in April. “The se-
cond exam (which will be
the improvement exam)
will be conducted in the
month of May and its re-

sults will be declared in
June. Students can choose
to sit for the improvement
exam in one, two or a max-
imum of three subjects, af-
ter reviewing their scores
in the first exam,” said Sa-
nyam  Bhardwaj, the
CBSE’s  Controller  of
Examinations.

Since 2019, the CBSE
has been offering students
the chance to write an im-
provement exam for any
two subjects, including vo-
cational subjects. Under
the new scheme, students
can sit for an improvement
exam only in three of the
aforementioned academic
subjects. “When we ana-
lysed the results database,
we realised that students
were already scoring de-
cent marks in vocational
subjects, and a need was
felt for offering improve-
ment exams in academic
subjects. Offering an im-
provement exam in up to
three subjects will offer
students a 60% opportuni-
ty to enhance their scores,”
Dr. Bhardwaj said.

Officials added that if a
student did not appear in
three or more subjects in
the first mandatory board
exam, then he/she will not

be allowed to appear in the
second improvement ex-
amination. “This is to en-
sure that students do not
go opportunity shopping,
and take the first mandato-
ry board exam seriously,”
Mr. Singh emphasised.

Dr. Bhardwaj told The
Hindu that students who
do not appear for at least
three subjects, or who fail
in three or more subjects,
will be placed in the ‘Es-
sential Repeat’ category
and can take the main ex-
am only in the next aca-
demic year. “Whereas, stu-
dents who do not appear
or fail in one or two sub-
jects will be placed in
‘Compartment’ category
and will be allowed to ap-
pear in the second (im-
provement) examination,”
he said.

“For the academic year
of 2025-26, compartment
exams will happen as usual
in July and results will be
declared in August. Howev-
er from 2026-27 onwards,
the first compartment at-
tempt exam will be merged
with the newly proposed
second exam (improve-
ment exam) and will occur
earlier in June,” Mr. Singh
said.
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e In a bid to reduce the stress of Board exams, Class 10 students will be given the option
of taking their exams twice from the academic year 2026-27, the Central Board of
Secondary Education (CBSE) said on Wednesday.

S 98T & AT DY FH T & ToIT, FHETT 10 & ST I A8T0F a9 2026-27 T &Y IR
TdieT & T e fHee, ddeas 7 qUar 1 Fa7|

e This option to improve performance in up to three academic subjects will only be
provided to students who pass the first examination, officials said.

Y& GURS HT Ig fdehed shaol diet srprefdren fawt de WA @ 3R hael ggelt

TRA&TT ITH HTeT qTel STAT I &1 SIreem, 3RSt & sarr|
e The CBSE’s decision is in line with the 2020 National Education Policy
recommendation to remove the “high stakes” aspect of Board exams.

revas 1 Ig oty T farer sifar 2020 @ FAwREr & 31789 8, oraehn segea «is

TY&TT & "3TT 19" Uge] I sl o
e All students will be allowed to attempt the exams up to two times during any given
school year if they wish to.

Tl STt A Ry off Tohel Y A @Y IR TliaT o B IrTATT g1l Ifer 3 =
¢ One will be the main exam, and the other for improvement.
T AT FET & 8197 TR @l G e
 “While it is mandatory for students to appear in the first Board examination which will

be conducted in mid-February, all students who pass it will be allowed to improve their
performance,” said CBSE Chairman Rahul Singh.

“ggell aYS &, ST B & ALY H 3TAoId 1 SATe, 39 39U e Afaart gem|
ST BT 9T gl 30€ GUR 7 facheq e, s sreaet Tger R 2 e

e Students can improve performance in any three subjects out of Science,
Mathematics, Social Science and two language papers.

o faae, aifora, arnfors e 3R QY smaT faway 37 & foha oir dier faway & veele
FUR Tehd &

e “The second exam is purely optional and additional in nature,” Mr. Singh added.
g T Y e & dfeus IR AR & A fig & i)

¢ The better of the two scores will be considered in the final mark sheets.
A=Y 3Rl F ¥ g 1 HTAA wdTfaPT 7 ST SATTAT|

e Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan welcomed the move, calling it a
student-centric approach aligned with global education practices.

FAT et 7N e TeTeT A 3 haA T EETd AT 3 30 BTE-Ffee giteaior 3k
A TRraT wuT3i & 3eTET ar|

e Almost 23.72 lakh students appeared for the 2025 Class 10 exams, of which 93.66%
passed.
2025 Y 81T 10 Y TAETT 3 I 23.72 AW B 39U gV, 14 | 93.66% 147 gV

o First exam results will be declared in April, and the second (improvement) exam will
be held in May, with results in June.
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gt gdeT & aRomer sriter 7 el gie, 3R gl (gum) wdiew 7 7 3mAfaia g,
oraeh aRomer S(ar & 3mean

e Students can appear in one, two, or up to three subjects in the improvement exam
after reviewing their first exam scores.

o1 ggell 9T & TRumH S@a & a1e, Ua, & AT et fawat A gur odieT & d@wd

e Since 2019, CBSE has allowed improvement exams in two subjects including
vocational. Now, improvement will be allowed in three academic subjects only.

2019 4, HINvHs = &Y fAwa (sArawRys §Ad) A GUR ¥ 1A & A 379 el i
FrpTeia fawat & gur & 3egAfa gel|

o If a student did not appear in three or more subjects in the first exam, they will not be
allowed to take the second exam.

IfE 1S o1 ggelt wdam # e ar srferr Rt 7 3ufEa 7€ g, o 38 qad whar #
S i aragAfer gt & see|

e Students who do not appear or fail in three or more subjects will be placed in
‘Essential Repeat’ category and can only appear in the next academic year.

it &1 et a1 e fawat & 3ufeya @gt @1 a1 v 81 &, 3o¢ rfaard gfar Avh &
T@T ST 3K I shaof 3rarer Ae7fOrew af & gdiew ¢ gHarl

e Students who fail in one or two subjects will be placed in the ‘Compartment’ category
and can take the second exam.

T A1 &) At 7 %ot gl arel BT @l qXe Aol 7 7@ Sieen 3R 3 g@dt e 7 §6
qohd g

e For 2025-26, compartment exams will be held in July with results in August.
2025-26 3 q¥a THETT S[eTs 3 g1ef 3 aRome rerea 7 3|

e From 2026-27, the first compartment attempt will be merged with the second
improvement exam and will take place earlier in June.

2026-27 T, Tgell T TET T @l JUR TH&T H AT ST H 3T foham e |
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Cause and el’fect

Governments must uphold human
rights in citizenship cases
C oncerns surrounding citizenship faced by

sections of society in India’s border States

have come to the fore again with courts
stepping in to provide temporary relief to ha-
rassed individuals. The issues arising from these
cases are far from settled. On June 24, the Su-
preme Court of India stayed the deportation of
Jaynab Bibi who was labelled a “foreigner”, first
by the Foreigners’ Tribunal in Assam, and then
by the Gauhati High Court. Despite hailing from a
family whose members have lived in Assam for
generations, and furnishing all documents, she
has had to run from pillar to post to prove that
she is an Indian citizen. A Bench of Justices K.V.
Viswanathan and N. Kotiswar Singh ordered the
Union government not to take any coercive steps
against Ms. Bibi, till the next hearing in August. In
the case of Rakshanda Rashid, the High Court of
Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh ordered the Un-
ion Home Secretary to repatriate the 63-year-old
housewife to India. She was deported to Pakistan
following the crackdown against Pakistani na-
tionals after the Pahalgam terror attack in April.
Ms. Rashid, a Pakistani national, had been stay-
ing in Jammu for the past 38 years with her hus-
band and two children, and had a long-term visa.
Her application for citizenship in 1996 is yet to be
processed.

In his order, High Court judge Rahul Bharti
said human rights are the most sacrosanct com-
ponent of a human life and that there are times
when a court has to respond “SOS like” without
going into the merits and demerits of a case,
which can be decided on in due course of time.
The lawyers for Ms. Bibi referred to Md. Rahim Ali
@ Abdur Rahim vs The State Of Assam in 2024 in
which the Supreme Court touched on the man-
ner in which people in Assam were being ran-
domly suspected as foreigners without any co-
gent evidence. “..[IIt is well settled that
suspicion, however high it may be, can under no
circumstances, be held to be a substitute for legal
evidence,” it said, laying down the due process to
be followed when an individual is declared a fo-
reigner. The Citizenship (Amendment) Act of
2019, by offering citizenship to six non-Muslim
communities in Afghanistan, Pakistan and Ban-
gladesh, adopted a narrow and arbitrary view of
“religious persecution”. The innate violence in
the rhetoric of senior Bharatiya Janata Party Chief
Ministers such as Yogi Adityanath and Himanta
Biswa Sarma against minorities has heightened
the anxiety felt by the marginalised, poor, some-
times undocumented, communities. Govern-
ments must uphold human rights and dignity of
the individual, as provided for under the United
Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
and not have to be nudged by courts.

Cause and effect: On human rights,
citizenship cases

FROT 3T THTT: ATAMASRT 3T ARTRST
HATHAT I

Governments must uphold human rights in
citizenship cases.

TIFHRT F ARTREAT ATHAT H ATAIIAHRY T &7 FIe
Gy

e Concerns surrounding citizenship faced by sections of society in
India’s border States have come to the fore again with courts
stepping in to provide temporary relief to harassed individuals.

R & WATadt Tt A FATS & $© F90 GaRT el S BT ARTREAT
T STE1 TIATT R & A1ae) 3MTS 8, ST #A1areral o WRATeT eaferaat &y
IrEYTAY TE T |

e The issues arising from these cases are far from settled.

ol HATHC § 3cteet FHad 3780 Y e & gaast i 8|

e On June 24, 2025, the Supreme Court of India stayed the
deportation of Jaynab Bibi, who was labelled a “foreigner”, first by

the Foreigners’ Tribunal in Assam, and then by the Gauhati High
Court.

24 J[T 2025 FT HRA F Hafed ~arETad & SAaa At & AT ) Iw
o &Y, foiee ugel Irwe & fadeft mamrenfareor 31k i arameréY 3=
=araTery canT "fadelt efvye fasam aram

o Despite hailing from a family whose members have lived in
Assam for generations, and furnishing all documents, she has had
to run from pillar to post to prove that she is an Indian citizen.

9ol €1 98 U 0O IRaR @ §, s deeg fitai ¥ 3w A |a e g
3R 3ogiel weft qrarasr FEdd U §, T ol 3¢ veh Tty aimarRas
gleT T JHTUT &o¥ o Tl gu-gq HeehaT UsT|

e A Bench of Justices K.V. Viswanathan and N. Kotiswar Singh
ordered the Union government not to take any coercive steps
against Ms. Bibi, till the next hearing in August.
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=arAfd .4 Feageras 3R . Fifte Rig & I & Fig TER F1 3rered 7 9Tl
FAATS e A sTell & I IS TeTqdT FIATS o el bl G e

In the case of Rakshanda Rashid, the High Court of Jammu and Kashmir and
Ladakh ordered the Union Home Secretary to repatriate the 63-year-old housewife
to India.

T@ET MG & A H, T-FAR AR dege soa e 3§ FE 78 9T 1 63
affar a7fRoft a1 TR araw @Y 1 3eer fe|

She was deported to Pakistan following the crackdown against Pakistani nationals
after the Pahalgam terror attack in April.

3og AT H YGAINH T AN & J1G IITFHEATT ARSI & WATE FRATE & dgd
uifeare fAatfaa &2 o s an)

Ms. Rashid, a Pakistani national, had been staying in Jammu for the past 38 years
with her husband and two children, and had a long-term visa.

A e, 3t vk wifdreareh AR €, Ao 38 aut & s 7 30 ufa stk QY a=ai &
a1 3§ 6T oY 31X 3% 91 e i dem )

Her application for citizenship in 1996 is yet to be processed.

3giet 1996 H ARTREAT & A 3maegs fFar ar, S 319 I THEFHd A1 [ = & |

Judicial Observations on Human Rights

AAISRI W ~A1RA% feoaforar

In his order, High Court judge Rahul Bharti said human rights are the most
sacrosanct component of a human life and that there are times when a court has to
respond “SOS like” without going into the merits and demerits of a case, which can be
decided on in due course of time.

mﬁmrﬁ,ﬁmma;mmnﬁwugaaﬂaﬁﬁwﬁ:mmmw
o afd= ear § 31N 30 7 08 311 § S ~Arrerd &Y Ty S dor & e e

FHTF T IOT-E1Y I 4T fohT Ffafshar & giclt &, S T 31t IR 7 R ST FehelT T

The lawyers for Ms. Bibi referred to Md. Rahim Ali @ Abdur Rahim vs The State Of
Assam in 2024 in which the Supreme Court touched on the manner in which people in
Assam were being randomly suspected as foreigners without any cogent evidence.

AT AT & Tt ¥ 2024 F AFFAS WA el @ g WA T TsT HFH T garell
fear, Toas wafea ey & 39 §1d W €47 a7 o fha oRe 3r9s & a9 & Aaame
&I & el et 37 W8T U, e Y s wrey & |

“[Nt is well settled that suspicion, however high it may be, can under no circumstances,
be held to be a substitute for legal evidence,” it said, laying down the due process to
be followed when an individual is declared a foreigner.

‘18] 3T e A T & o WeE, T1e 6 Tehctoll $T T8I 74T o7 g, FTefelt WIEHT FHT
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R&eq 781 &7 Gord1,” I8 Fed gU 3faTerd o fordY cafaa =1 fagely 9T s & afrar =t

Tgse fHaT|

Policy and Political Context

Afa 3y Taeifas dest

The Citizenship (Amendment) Act of 2019, by offering citizenship to six non-Muslim
communities in Afghanistan, Pakistan and Bangladesh, adopted a narrow and
arbitrary view of “religious persecution”.

ATTREAT (FeereT) IfARATA, 2019 & FEMAEA, TfhEdreT 3 aaRer & o8 R-
HRETH FHACTAT T AR S Ui Sedfiger T Teh Fehot AR AeTaTedt carear
3YATS |

The innate violence in the rhetoric of senior Bharatiya Janata Party Chief Ministers
such as Yogi Adityanath and Himanta Biswa Sarma against minorities has
heightened the anxiety felt by the marginalised, poor, sometimes undocumented,
communities.

Al anfeerary 3R RFa Rt a3 S8 sRer srerdr arét & afss geastiat
HCTHETH! & T 39T sA=TaTal 3 T srafeifea far & afda, s+ sk wsit-asf
GFAATAdT ToETat #F fiar aar §r ¥

Governments must uphold human rights and dignity of the individual, as provided

for under the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and not have to
be nudged by courts.

TIHRI FT AFAATEFRT 3 qfFT Y TRAT BT TA7C T AR, SiAT o qgareT IS¢ F
AFaIASRI f FrasifEs awon & graan §, 3R s9F A 308 ~arareat Y Sherhy S
JTITHAT L1 glell ARV
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A lofty concept, a Governor, and unwanted controversy

picture of ‘Bharat Mata” (Mother India)
has triggered a confrontation between
the Governor of Kerala and the State

government. At a recent function, the
Governor had placed a painting of Bharat Mata in
the form of a female figure clad in a saffron colour
sari with a spear in one hand and standing with a
lion behind her against a backdrop of the map of
India. The painting had been placed in a room
where official functions are held at Raj Bhavan. A
tall brass lamp was placed before this garlanded
picture. Before any official function begins, the
Governor bows before it, offers flowers and lights
the lamp. The Chief Minister and other Ministers
had raised objections on the grounds that this
picture of Bharat Mata is not recognised by the
Constitution or any law unlike the national
anthem of India or the national flag or other
national symbols. Therefore, the government
seems to have taken a position that it will not
participate in any official function organised by
the Governor where this picture is displayed.

The slogan, ‘Bharat Mata ki Jai’, was the
emotional cry of freedom fighters which would
electrify the minds of people who were fighting
for freedom from colonial rule. And, they used to
raise this slogan at the highest pitch when they
were subject to lathi blows. Thus, Bharat Mata is
one that deeply resonated with the countless
millions during India’s freedom struggle.

But the question in this issue in Kerala is not
whether we should pay obeisance to this image of
Bharat Mata. There is no doubt that Indians have
a deep and emotional bond with the concept of
Bharat Mata. However, in the Kerala episode, the
issue is that the Governor has and uses a picture
of what is claimed to be Bharat Mata at the venue
where official functions organised by the
government are held and offers floral tributes to
it as a part of the official function.

The conduct of the Governor

Since no picture of Bharat Mata in any form has
been recognised by either the Constitution or any
law or adopted like the national anthem, the
national flag, the national emblem or even the
national symbaols, such a picture cannot be a part
of any official function organised by the
government. It may be noted here that this
picture of Bharat Mata is used only by the
Rashtraiya Swayamsevak Sangh and the Bharatiya
Janata Party in their functions. The Governor,

P.D.T. Achary

is former Secretary
General, Lok Sabha

There is a deep
and emotional
bond with the
concept of
Bharat Mata,
but all
constitutional
authorities are
bound by the
framework of
the Constitution

being the constitutional head of the state, is
expected to conduct himself in accordance with
the Constitution. The Governor cannot take
independent decisions in the performance of his
duties and functions but can act only in
accordance with the advice of the elected
government. So, if the government decides that
such pictures should not be placed at the venue
of official meetings organised by the government,
the Governor is required to go by that decision.

The personification of Bharat Mata as a mother
figure was first done by renowned Bengali
novelist, Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay, in his
late 19th century work, Anandamath. But the
mother symbol he created was Banga Mata
(Mother of Bengal) — and not Bharat Mata — and it
became the powerful symbol of Bengali
nationalism.

But it was Abanindranath Tagore, the nephew
of Rabindranath Tagore who first did a painting of
the Banga Mata in 1905. This depiction, with four
arms, in some ways resembled a Hindu goddess.
It was sister Nivedita, a prominent disciple of
Swami Vivekananda, who popularised this
painting as Bharat Mata. Later, ‘Bharat Mata ki
Jai’ became the most powerful slogan of the
national freedom movement but without any
visual representation. The national movement
never adopted any picture of the Bharat Mata.

A lofty concept

No one has defined the concept of Bharat Mata as
brilliantly as Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. He
explains it in his inimitable style in his Discovery
of India: “...sometimes as [ reached a gathering a
great roar of welcome would greet me: Bharat
Mata ki Jai-Victory to Mother India. I would ask
them unexpectedly what they meant by that cry,
who was this Bharat Mata, whose victory they
wanted..... The mountains and the rivers of India
and the forest and the broad fields which gave us
food were all dear to us, but what counted
ultimately were the people of India, people like
them and me who were spread out all over this
vast land. Bharat Mata, Mother India, was
essentially these millions of people and victory to
her meant victory to these people.”

It is rather unfortunate that this lofty concept
of Bharat Mata has triggered an unseemly
controversy involving the Governor of Kerala.
Obviously the picture of a female figure in a
saffron sari, with a spear in hand and a lion

A lofty concept, a Governor and unwanted controversy

behind her, cannot be a symbol of Bharat Mata.
The display of such a picture is a throwback to
19th century nationalism which has no relevance
in modern times. Indian nationalism under
Gandhi had a strong secular core and was
inclusive. Anthropomorphisation of a country is
an outdated idea. The diversities, the divisions of
Indian society, multiple religions, races, and
different levels of cultural developments cannot
be represented by such a figure.

Governor versus the government

The country has witnessed too many unseemly
fights between Governors and State governments.
The Supreme Court of India has intervened in
some cases and tried to set things right.
Nevertheless the Governor-government spats
continue to occur. The Constitution and the
interpretations thereon by the Supreme Court
have clearly laid down the limits of a Governor’s
powers and functions. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar had
said emphatically in the Constituent Assembly,
“the governor under the constitution has no
functions which he can discharge by himself, no
functions at all.”

The Raj Bhavan Kerala controversy, deliberate
or otherwise, was absolutely unnecessary. It
sours the relationship between the Governor and
the elected government. In official functions,
symbols or logos or other visual representations
used by private organisations cannot be used. Raj
Bhavan does not merely consist of the private
chambers of the Governor. There are rooms and
halls where government functions are held such
as a swearing-in ceremony as it is done in
Rashtrapati Bhavan.

The Governor is bound by the advice of the
government on, for example, the placing of
photographs, portraits in such places and also of
performing various actions in an official function
such as the lighting of the lamp as in protocol
approved by the government. The Governor, for
example, cannot order that the picture of Bharat
Mata should be placed in all government offices.
It is a decision only the government can take. All
constitutional authorities are bound by the
disciplines of the Constitution. The government
has the constitutional right to advise the
Governor not to place the picture of Bharat Mata
at venues used to conduct official meetings on the
ground that such a picture has not been
recognised by the Constitution or statutes.

There is a deep and emotional bond with the concept of Bharat Mata, but all
constitutional authorities are bound by the framework of the Constitution.

TR ATAT Y ITURON & T TF Mg AR HGTTcAF Fae ¢, Afha gt gdeanfas
Tt GfRue & o ¥ aa ad g

o A picture of ‘Bharat Mata’ (Mother India) has triggered a confrontation between the
Governor of Kerala and the State government.

'R ATAT T Teh IR & FIT F TsIUTe 3N TsT TFR & o1 hIF Ff 5eH eIT 8

e At arecent function, the Governor had placed a painting of Bharat Mata in the form of
a female figure clad in saffron sari, holding a spear, standing with a lion behind her
against a backdrop of the map of India.
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gTel &1 H Teh HARIG H AAUTel o $raT |IST 7 Well U AT IMHTA o §9 H R AT
Y T AfET ofams, Torereh gy & velr 7 3R IS R F 7Y A Jso3f{A & ven g @t

am|

e The painting had been placed in a room where official functions are held at Raj
Bhavan.

g UfEaT TeIsrad H 39 weT H TS 15 A a7 ARG FrAFH g B
o A tall brass lamp was placed before this garlanded picture.

g AT R & AT U oaT el HT 19 I@T 9127 27|

o Before any official function begins, the Governor bows, offers flowers, and lights the
lamp.

ferelt ot anflranTRe Friwe 1 YTITT A Tl AT AHA F o, Tel AT FLl 6, 3N
&Iy yoafea w3 8

e The Chief Minister and other Ministers had raised objections on the grounds that this
picture of Bharat Mata is not recognised by the Constitution or any law, unlike the
national anthem, national flag, or national symbols.

FeaFAl 3R 3w AR F 3y STars & a5 oRe Arar A awd @i ar B s
EART AICT Yo 81 ¢, SIAT foh IASE 1T, TS &aeT AT 37 TS Fellah! &l 9Ted ¢ |

o Therefore, the government seems to have taken a position that it will not participate in
any official function organised by the Governor where this picture is displayed.

SHTIT THR = THT G 3IAAT § Toh a8 08 Tl TsaTer Sany Arafara wrdsner & amer
g1 el STET Ig TEAR Wafie bl Srwa|

Historical Sentiment and Image

MAeF s iR Bl

e The slogan, ‘Bharat Mata ki Jai’, was the emotional cry of freedom fighters which
would electrify the minds of people who were fighting for freedom from colonial rule.

IR AT Y 1 I AR FqATAT ATl T HTATCHS JHR 27 51 situferafes e @
TIATAT o [T TS dTel AT & 7T F IcATE 1 &m T

e They used to raise this slogan at the highest pitch when they were subject to lathi
blows.

3 3H AR I A9 ITadH T H 9 T ST 37 T ATSTST [hAT STTT 27|

e Thus, Bharat Mata is one that deeply resonated with the countless millions during
India’s freedom struggle.

SafAT, 3R ATAT 98 Bid & S {R & FaAdT HATH o GR1oT FAUST arai & et F et
i
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The Current Issue in Kerala

Il A TAATA Heal

But the question in this issue in Kerala is not whether we should pay obeisance to this
image of Bharat Mata.

ifehet el & 38 Hed, H TaToT I T8 ¢ 1o FAT §H HRA ATAT T S BT PY AHA HIAT
iy

There is no doubt that Indians have a deep and emotional bond with the concept of
Bharat Mata.

SHH FIS HAE AT oh ARCIAT T AR AT T TUROT o ATY Teh IERT iR HTGATHAS
o

However, in the Kerala episode, the issue is that the Governor has and uses a picture
of what is claimed to be Bharat Mata at the venue where official functions organised

by the government are held and offers floral tributes to it as a part of the official
function.

glelich, el THTOT H HEaT T6 ¢ foh AsAUTel EXhR GaRT TSI e Frdwat &
T T AR ATAT ST §dTS IS TEAR T 3TANT FIA 8 31T 38 3nRFIRE FRIwH Fr
fewa Tl U e 1 X ¥

The Conduct of the Governor
o9l hT ATAIT

Since no picture of Bharat Mata in any form has been recognised by either the
Constitution or any law or adopted like the national anthem, the national flag, the
national emblem or even national symbols, such a picture cannot be a part of any
official function organised by the government.

Hfeh R AT & P13 Y S foreir off w0 77 wiensr I et F1efer g@arr Arrar urea 18t
& 3R & 38 T a1, TS AT, TSR el AT 3 T Riestt i ovE wiga

e IraT §, 3T 0T aFdR AIhRT ATATST=T T REAT AET 9o Tohd|

It may be noted here that this picture of Bharat Mata is used only by the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) and the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) in their functions.

g T ool A9 & foh TE IR ATAT Y TEAR Fdel TS FggdTH T (RSS) 3R
AT STeTdT 91ef (BJP) & kAT 3 U7 T AT B

The Governor, being the constitutional head of the state, is expected to conduct
himself in accordance with the Constitution.

U & FAUTASF TG Blol o ATl Aoq9Tel § Tg H9TeTd § fob o WiAermeT & 31 3meor
C oy

The Governor cannot take independent decisions in the performance of his duties
and functions but can act only in accordance with the advice of the elected
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government.
ISIIT 391 detedl 3R F1aT F ded & Fada Aok gt & @&, fed 3¢ dhad
foratfRra aXFR 1 Toltg & 3TaR &1 F AT 81T

o So, if the government decides that such pictures should not be placed at the venue of

official meetings organised by the government, the Governor is required to go by
that decision.

zafot, afe TR g8 Aok A § [ 00 awdR & IR doa) F Tl 9v ¢ demn
1T TIfRT, O U9t 1 37 ATy &1 9rete 3T faard g1

The Personification and Politics of Bharat Mata

TR ATAT T ATAAIFHIT 3R T

e The personification of Bharat Mata as a mother figure was first done by Bankim
Chandra Chattopadhyay in his late 19th century novel Anandamath.

TR ATT T AT & T H ATTHIHIOT gl IR 1981 &Y F 3avned 7 9fhar 95 gy
GART 3eTeh 39T MTeieas 3 fohaT arar 2|

e But the mother symbol he created was Banga Mata (Mother of Bengal) — not Bharat
Mata — and it became the symbol of Bengali nationalism.

AfheT 3egiel ST AT T BT T AT I8 IR HTAT A8t afed a1 AT o, 3R ag Farmely
ASEATE T Telleh e TS|

o It was Abanindranath Tagore, nephew of Rabindranath Tagore, who first painted
Banga Mata in 1905.

digenyr &R & Sy rafAgery SR & T ugel 1905  §9T ATAT T GTEaT 518 2|

e This depiction, with four arms, resembled a Hindu goddess, and was later popularised
as Bharat Mata by Sister Nivedita, disciple of Swami Vivekananda.

Ig ofa, forae! ar 9T of, v g &t &1 avg aerclt o, 3R a1 o Fareh Rdweg #r
fRrsar ey FRfRar o 58 9RT AT & &9 & v=rRd fman|

e The slogan 'Bharat Mata ki Jai' became the most powerful slogan of the national
freedom movement, though without any visual representation.

"W ATAT Y T I ART IS TIATAT IGIele T TG ATFA/AT TR e 31T, gTelifh
ST IS G T o181 AT

e The national movement never adopted any picture of Bharat Mata.

TASEIT 3eTersT =¥ FHafT off R ATAT Y FIE TEAR FT TG ITAAT|

A Lofty Concept
S 91 AR

o No one defined the concept of Bharat Mata more effectively than Jawaharlal Nehru.

AR ATAT T TUROT I AATEIATT AgE H S5 [T o RN o781 fha|
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la

In The Discovery of India, he describes Bharat Mata as the people of India — the
millions spread across the country, not just land, rivers, or mountains.

A qEcreh F3Erad) 3T SF3AT A Iogiet IR AT &1 3R Y Setar, 3Ty S 7 ot
FUsT AN & ®9 7 0T Forar — o o sharer 3, ST ar wgrst & & |

He wrote that the cry 'Bharat Mata ki Jai' meant victory to these people, not a mythical
female figure.

3egiel forr o '9RA AT 1 T &7 31 § 57 oy den &Y fasry, 7 i et wreufas
wfgar smpfa &1

It is unfortunate that this lofty concept has now led to an unseemly controversy
involving the Governor of Kerala.

Ig eyl & foh Ig 350 faR 319 3 F Tsq9Te @ S[37 U raifa fare 1 wror =
TATE

The image of a saffron-clad woman with a spear and a lion is a throwback to 19th
century nationalism, irrelevant to modern India.

TS & TTY AR & IS H9raT gAY AT 1 Sa 1941 |t & Irsgang Hr amodr g, S
IMYfAF HR & foIv I B

Gandhian nationalism had a strong secular core and was inclusive.

aMrefiareY Irsgare 1 eaifacdar 518 Aot AT 3N g wATaR 2|

The anthropomorphisation of a country is an outdated idea, as India’s diversity
cannot be represented by one figure.

fohall 2T T AT Ueh qRITT fAeR 8, Fiifeh sty oy Fafarerar &1 v ofa w71 gafan
ST FeheTT |

Governor versus the Government
{TodYTel dedTH HI{hIX

India has witnessed many unseemly fights between Governors and State
governments.

HRA o Togaren 3R ToT GIFRI & &1 73 e Fs ca g |
The Supreme Court of India has had to intervene in such matters to set limits.
T ATHG H HRd & Haled w1y FT gEdaT Y AT dF FHiail 937 ¢ |

The Constitution and its interpretation by the Supreme Court have clearly laid
down the limits of the Governor’s powers.

wfauTe 3N 36 gie FIE A sarear  Tegare H afFadt H AT FIvE 7 a7 H
gl

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar stated in the Constituent Assembly that the Governor has no
independent functions under the Constitution.

1. .3, IAsHT o T T & et a7 [ @faea F 3raeta Tsa9rer & 99 F1E TadT
FT 8T B
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e The Raj Bhavan Kerala controversy was completely unnecessary and has soured
relations between the Governor and the elected government.

TreTae, F faarg I aE ¥ 3reraed® o7 3K 5He Tsgre 3R faifRa w@r & @
et Y s £

o In official functions, symbols or images used by private organisations cannot be
used.

TEHRT FEFHAT 7 st TS a1 39T T 7T geltet a1 Sfagt F1 397197 77 fhar o
HehT|

¢ Raj Bhavan is not just the private space of the Governor; it hosts government
functions like swearing-in ceremonies similar to Rashtrapati Bhavan.

TSTHAA halol Ao UTel ol folall STTE A6 &; T6T ASEHTC 7aeT hl e AIHRT ATY JFOT
TARIE S8 FIAHA Bl & |

e The Governor is bound by the advice of the elected government on matters like
placement of photographs, portraits, and protocol actions such as lighting a lamp.

FEN e, R, 39T AT yeade 3 W FRIT ¥ T e RER Y g9
Fareflaaa gl

e The Governor cannot mandate that Bharat Mata’s picture be placed in all
government offices.

TSI T AU AT & TFha [ AR ATAT AT TEIR A Tefl TR FraTera) & oomar

SITa |

o Only the government has the constitutional right to take such decisions.
had AR FI Ig AT det &1 Fawnfas fisr aea g1

¢ All constitutional authorities must act within the disciplines of the Constitution.
gaft gadenfas A S Giensr v DAt 7 |HT T w1 TR

e The government has the right to advise the Governor to not display the picture of
Bharat Mata at official venues as it is not recognised by the Constitution or statutory
law.

TWHR FI I SR ¢ F 98 ToT91el Y JolTg & b IR AT Y TER 3 3nfahie
Tt oY wefiie o o se, sifer g Wit ar e faftres gratner ganT Aear grea
g &
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The Axis of Upheaval in the West Asia conflict

s the war between Israel and Iran has

resulted in a ceasefire after being layered

with America’s bombing of Iran’s nuclear
sites, the narrative of the world being divided into
power blocs like those during the Cold War era
stands punctured. With Iran having suffered a
political and military decapitation of leadership
and capacity alike, its main partners, China and
Russia, have maintained a distance. Before the
conflict, Iran had been central to the narrative of
the global order’s perceived fracturing between
palatable West-led alliances against a Moscow-
and Beijing-knitted axis, dubbed as the ‘Axis of
Upheaval’ by American scholars Richard Fontaine
and Andrea Kendall-Taylor.

In Russia’s war against Ukraine, Iranian drone
technologies have played a critical role, while
Moscow and Tehran, despite certain regional
differences, once joined hands to stabilise the
government of the now ousted Syrian President,
Bashar al-Assad. Meanwhile, as sanctions have
gnawed at Iran’s economic depth over the years,
China has gained much by continuing to buy
cheap oil from the country. This has been helpful
to Beijing in powering its stagnating growth while
giving Tehran much needed cash inflows in a
polity and society that is starved of steady
financial streams.

No treaties

However, all this balancing has strategic
limitations as well. The axes, at best, are a
narrative construct. There are no treaties that
bind these states into military blocs, where
charters can be mobilised to push the others to
join a war if a partner country is attacked. The
underpinnings of these partnerships nonetheless
go deeper, spilling over into a reconstruction of
institutions, currencies, multilateralism and how
the world operates today. They want
de-dollarisation, alternatives to western
payments gateways such as SWIFT, and a
strengthening of organisations such as BRICS and

&
Kabir Taneja

is Deputy Director and
Fellow, Strategic
Studies Programme,
Observer Research
Foundation

The narrative of
the world being
divided into
power blocs like
those during the
Cold War era
has been
punctured

the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) as
well as fundamental anti-West ecosystems. But
there is no military treaty to anchor all these,
which marks a critical gap in taking on western
influence which is pinned using both treaties and
understandings.

Russia and China, nonetheless, have made
statements in favour of Iran as a way of support.
Moscow has criticised those backing Israel’s
actions, including the ambiguity of positions
taken by the International Atomic Energy Agency
and attempts to manipulate international
non-proliferation regimes. Russia’s President
Vladimir Putin in a telephone call offered
mediation, which was sidelined by United States
President Donald Trump. The noticeable part
was this: it was not that Mr. Putin wanted to
mediate, but political and diplomatic support
may be the only thing Russia may be able to offer
Iran at this stage.

Tehran has comprehensive strategic
partnerships that it signed with Mr. Putin (2025)
and China’s President Xi Jinping (2021), which are
almost exclusively economic in nature. While
aligning with Iran as part of an axis in the long
term makes sense if one considers the country’s
vast energy reserves (many of which remain
untapped due to technology-led roadblocks aided
by international sanctions), the fact is that neither
Russia nor China have the intent or the
bandwidth to come to Tehran’s aid in a military
sense even though the suitability of the current
political system under Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei is critical to their own individual
interests.

‘Where Russia stands

For Moscow, its war against Ukraine has tied
down most of its political and military
capabilities. The other opaque member of the
axis, North Korea, is already providing soldiers to
Russia to arrest its depleting military depth. This
denies it any capabilities to tactically help

Tehran. Previously, with its bases and assets in
Syria, providing some air power assistance could
have been possible, at least theoretically.
However, with the fall of the Assad regime, which
has now been replaced by former al-Qaeda leader
Ahmed Al Sharaa — ironically, he is prioritising
relations with the West pushed by Arab partners
— Moscow has lost the only military footing it had
in West Asia.

China too has come out in support of Iran.
While its Foreign Minister Wang Yi in a call with
his Israeli counterpart highlighted how Israeli
strikes were violating international law, a readout
after a call between Mr. Xi and Mr. Putin
interestingly demanded that the U.S. (without
referencing it directly) orchestrate a
de-escalation. While both Russia and China are
worried about the wider implications of this
conflict, it benefits their strategic postures in
many ways. With the U.S. now having joined
Israel in attacking Iran, a decision Mr. Trump
took while keeping even his closest advisers in
the dark, it would bog the White House down
once again in West Asia, potentially relocating
critical military assets away from the Indo-Pacific
and from Ukraine. This would free-up space in
both Beijing and Moscow’s immediate
geographies of interest while also potentially
sowing self-inflicted discord within the Trump
administration. For now, a brittle U.S.-backed
ceasefire is holding Tehran and Tel Aviv at bay.

The outlook

For Iran, the news on any of the axes front is not
good. While Russia and China may prioritise their
own positions, the proverbial ‘Axis of Resistance’
made up of Hezbollah, Hamas, and the Houthis
among others is down for the count as Iran’s first
line of defence and offence in the region. Finally,
the future of Iran, irrespective of what kind of
political reality prevails, even in a moderate
system, may be shaped by the point that only
nuclear power can hereon guarantee sovereignty.

The ‘Axis of Upheaval’ in the West Asia conflict

qfRereT e e o ‘3T ey

The world-narrative of distinct power blocs like the Cold War era is now

punctured, especially in West Asia.

Fles IR a1 3} Fve AT saife A grar-carean iq waeh @ e @ 3, @

LI RYE R ]|

e Iran has suffered political and military decapitation, and its main partners, China and
Russia, have maintained a distance.

SRT=T Y Teteitferen 3R Ao Acfea & a7fay €5 &, IR 30 AT TeA It e IR & = g

41T TE ¢

o Before the conflict, Iran was central to the global narrative of West-led alliances vs
Moscow-Beijing axis, labeled the ‘Axis of Upheaval’ by scholars Richard Fontaine
and Andrea Kendall-Taylor.
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HS U5, Ko7 TR TraAT qaT AT G & AR gReHIo 1 o
o, o1 fareareit Rerd wieet 3R Jisar Feer-2er o 3rfeuwar gy et |

¢ In Russia’s war against Ukraine, Iranian drone technologies played a crucial role.
TH-Zsho! Y& H SN 3N Ahellh of Hecaqul AT eS|

e Moscow and Tehran had collaborated on stabilising the government of Syrian
President Bashar al-Assad, despite regional divergences.

ATET 3R A oF WRATE Teeafy TR 37-310g HI AR FI T8 = 7 GgaeT v,
gTelifeh &1 AddE 2|

o Over the years of sanctions, China has profited by buying cheap oil from Iran,
supporting its stagnating growth, while providing Iran with much needed cash infows.

ast 1 gfereret & gerra A, e F $0= @ T AT Gleet 39e FRuR gefer it agrr e
g, 3R ST Y IMTTF AHE! YATE YT fhaT ¢

No treaties
S G AGH

e These axes are narrative constructs, without any military treaties or charters that
compel partners into war if one is attacked.

4 ¢RIT Fael HAURONCHS &, ToleTeh T TH S Ao | A1 A 78T & S Ay ot o
geer 7 A gl & ferw areg |
o Instead, the partnerships focus on institutional structures, currencies,

de-dollarisation, non-SWIFT payment systems, and stronger multilateral bodies like
BRICS and SCO.

Sfeeh 3oT AISAGTRAT T EATeT WEUTTT HILAT3T, HET3, ST Fad eqae T, IR-SWIFT
3T O, HR FTIT SEIETT TEATHT S BRICS 37K SCO W

o But the absence of military alliances leaves a critical gap in confronting Western
influence backed by treaties.

et Yoy wftrlt &y Faft afRerslt wamma & FeTaer 7 U Hesyd w4 oI5 7

o Sitill, Russia and China have issued statements supporting Iran, criticising Israel’s
backers and diplomatic bodies (e.g., the IAEA) for ambiguous positions.

$HS S1a9lG, T 3R e 7 ST 1 Usteifas qade [T §, SoRIse & FAdH! 3R IAEA
ST JTRTSERT Temrat T 3rFase AT T eIt $T &

e Putin offered mediation to Iran via a phone call, but this was sidelined by former US
President Donald Trump.

GicleT o WBleT iel & TRT ST T ACITEAAT T AN hT, AfeheT 8 7 JARFY Isgafar
SATes TFY CaRT ASR3IEI Y e ara|
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e At this stage, political and diplomatic support seems to be the only tangible help
Russia can offer Iran.

$H TOT H, Tareiifas AR Feafas Tl & € caRT S0 1 & S arell 31 Feraar
AT &

e Tehran holds comprehensive strategic partnerships: with Russia in 2025 and China
in 2021, almost exclusively economic in nature.

AT o WOt o WTSiaTRAT TS §: §6 & |12 2025 # 3R et & |@rer 2021 #, S
rarereT quter: i wehia i

o Aligning with Iran makes long-term sense due to its vast energy reserves, many
untapped due to sanctions, but neither Russia nor China plans military backing.

T & A1 Erepifae diaie GHASIGRT §RT &, Fifdh 3Hb! faeArer FaT R g—31fRenier
wfaaet $r aorg @ sifasfad—afehet a1 w0 3R a1 der Afas TAST S & Ao # §
e They value the political system under Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei,

which serves their strategic interests, but lack the bandwidth or intent for military
intervention.

J gRHA AT IrATgedTe el WAAT & I TsTeilicleh JOTAT hl Heed o &, ST SeTeht
Torehifas ol & 31ejenel 8, ifehet 3oTeh UTH IS Ao EAIT Y &TeTaT AT FTBRITIA 61 o |

Pa la

a
www.patrioticias.in

Where Russia Stands

w0 # Rufa
e For Moscow, its war against Ukraine has tied down most of its political and military
capabilities.
AEP! 3 AT, Tohet F RATE Jour o sHeh! TR Torehfas 3 e armanat ot ot
@ gl

e The other opaque member of the axis, North Korea, is already providing soldiers to
Russia to arrest its depleting military depth.

g T 3o HETSE WEET 3R FINAT, & T Teedt J7 T80 1 Gorrerel & v uger A &
I AT @R

e This denies it any capabilities to tactically help Tehran.

SHY dE deTeT Y WEAfde FETIar St 1 aTHar @Y d5ar ¢

e Previously, with its bases and assets in Syria, providing some air power assistance
could have been possible, at least theoretically.

ugol, MR 7 v fswmel iR wamerat & @y, Fo a1y aferd werrar & Agwifas w7 d
wHT 7|

o However, with the fall of the Assad regime, now replaced by former al-Qaeda leader
Ahmed Al Sharaa, Moscow has lost the only military footing it had in West Asia.
glelieh, 3THE ATHT & IaleT o AY, S8 3 & 37el-FHIAGT AdT HFHG Il AT A of ferAT

ATERT oF afRas ol 7 3rqelt A AT yws @ Y ¥
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Ironically, Al Sharaa is prioritising relations with the West pushed by Arab partners.

TIS9aT Ig § 1o 37T ART 379 3RT AT & 9T O IRIH & A1 gael ! wafAadar
WE

China’s Role

<fher 2 syfRveT

China too has come out in support of Iran.
e ofY S F FHST F FHA 3T R

Foreign Minister Wang Yi, in a call with his Israeli counterpart, highlighted how Israeli
strikes were violating international law.

faer # aier A A 319 oIS AT ¥ ST F AT o SeIgel) gH e TSR
T T et 6 ol

A readout of a call between Mr. Xi and Mr. Putin demanded the U.S. (without naming)
to orchestrate de-escalation.

oft forrfRiar ik gfarer 1 areriiar i Asamse A wgFa U7 3ARF (9= 715 fov) @ qeorme
FH FIA 1 3t HT TS|

Though Russia and China are worried about wider implications of the conflict, it also
benefits their strategic postures.

Tt w1 3T AT 30 TEY & A9 THTET Sl o [Afad 8, I8 3T reifas Rufa &
foT wrae#Hg s 2

U.S. Involvement

AT F sfAeT

With the U.S. joining Israel in attacking Iran, a decision Mr. Trump made secretly, it
could tie down the White House again in West Asia.

TYFA T FANFT R RIS & WY AT $0T W gHIT F31, 3R g 37 F 9 @
e w9 § foram o favtyr, @ sgrse a3 Y & aitesr oflan & sast awar 2

This could result in relocation of military assets away from the Indo-Pacific and
Ukraine.

sHY -4 3K e O A+ HATUET F g 93 WFAT B

It could free up space in Beijing and Moscow’s geographies and create discord
within the Trump administration.

oY difSier 3R ATER! & 41 7 Fo1e Grell g FFdt § 3R T garas & i sragAfa o
3ceoT g1 Tohell g

For now, a brittle U.S.-backed ceasefire is holding Tehran and Tel Aviv at bay.

hoTgTeT, Ueh SHSN IANHT ARG Tedfat# o de0e 31K o« 3rdig o g=or & @ g
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The Outlook

RIECLD

For Iran, the news on any of the axes front is not good.
§U & for, Ty off ot & Af & e s gt 2

While Russia and China prioritise their own positions, the ‘Axis of Resistance’
(including Hezbollah, Hamas, Houthis) is down for the count.

ST T R e 3 JrafAhansit F o@ §, a9 e B iy A gy (Regeare, g,
gl g e AfSrT g

This axis was Iran’s first line of defence and offence in the region.
Ig {7 §T1eT Y &Y T&TT I 30T Y gl GfFe o)

The future of Iran, even under a moderate political system, may depend on the fact
that only nuclear power can guarantee sovereignty.

T FT ATAST, 370 &) Teh ALIATIAT AT faieh STTEYT & g g, 319 37 a1 W AR g
Hehell § fob Sharel GTATOT AT & WA $Y MY & el B
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ihar, a State with one of
the largest
out-migration
populations in India, is
going to the polls later this year.
This time, again a significant
proportion of the State’s
population will be unable to
exercise their franchise.

In the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections, voter turnout in Bihar
was 56%, significantly lower than
the national average of 66%. Since
more than half the households in
Bihar are exposed to migration in
some form, a likely factor to have
significantly influenced low voter
turnout was the large migrant
population, which was unable to
return home to vote.

Patterns of migration

In 2021, the overall migration rate
in India was 28.9%. A significant
portion of migration in India is for
marriage, especially among
women. Around 10%, however,
migrate for work. This number is
significantly higher in certain
northern and eastern States such
as Bihar. With an ever-increasing
number of migrants travelling
from poorer to richer areas in
search of employment, the
number of those effectively
disenfranchised will only increase,
unless mechanisms are put in
place to facilitate voting by
migrants. In an attempt to solve
the issue, public discussions have
been held. The Election
Commission of India (ECI) put
forth a concrete proposal in 2024.
But no single mechanism for
voting for migrants has been
implemented.

Different kinds of policies and
mechanisms are needed to enable
voting for different kinds of
migrants (intra and inter-State
migrants). Intra-State migrants
(around 85% of migrants) working
in the informal sector could be
encouraged to travel relatively
shorter distances to vote in their
original place of residence.
However, they would need a
measure of support from the
government. Stricter enforcement
of the statutory holiday on polling

day would ensure that these
workers are able to travel to vote
without loss of wages. Special bus
services could also be scheduled
on the eve of and on polling day.

Aman Rameshwar | Different mechanisms
Krishna Inter-State migrants working in the
informal sector are a large,
Indian Institute for growing and vulnerable
Human Settlements, population and need a different
Bangalore set of voting mechanisms. Three
possibilities can be explored for
this section. The first is an option
designed to cater to the large
population of migrants in irregular
and low-paying jobs, such as in the
construction sector. Workers in
these jobs may not have
permanent residences with
address proofs. In 2023, the ECI
showcased a pilot project of
remote electronic voting machines
(RVMSs). Each of these was an EVM
modified to cater to up to 72
constituencies. Political parties
objected to this project. They said
there was ambiguity over its
functioning. They also cited issues
such as problems in identification
of migrants and the Code of
Conduct being in place in the
constituency where the migrant
was residing. The project also
appeared to be administratively
difficult to implement at scale:
when a large State with a large
out-migration population goes to
the polls, migrants from the State
who currently reside across the
country would be required to
notify the ECI months in advance
so that the ECI can make the
necessary arrangements on
polling day. If the ECI finds that in
a given city, there are migrants
from all 243 constituencies of
Bihar, it would need to set up at
least four RVMs across the city.
The administrative difficulties
would only be compounded
during the Lok Sabha elections. As
complex and challenging as the
RVM proposal seems, it was the
first major attempt by the ECI to
facilitate voting for migrants. With
more consultation and fine-tuning,
this system could benefit many.
Another option is postal ballots.
This system is already being

Urban Fellow at the

An approach
that combines
several options
will enable a
significant share
of inter- and
intra-State
migrants to
exercise their
right to vote

Enabling voting rights for migrants

YT AGSIAT3T & fav Adee ATFR TaTH HIT
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implemented by the ECI for
members of the armed forces. An
extension of this model could help
many migrants. Here, too, the ECI
would require migrants to register
with the body well in advance, so
the postal ballots can be issued.
Operationally, this appears to be
the easier form of remote voting to
implement. However, the ECI
would have to organise
registration, issue ballot papers,
and despatch these ballots to
counting centres after voting — all
major administrative efforts.

The last option — switching
voting constituencies — is suitable
for the longer term for more
permanent migrants who can
prove their residence in a
constituency for at least six
months. The argument here is that
longer-term migrants of an area
would likely be more concerned
about the politics and policies of
their current place of residence.
The ECI should also take extra
effort to enrol longer-term
migrants of the informal sector in
their current place of residence.
This will empower them to
pressure governments to
implement more migrant-friendly
policies. While this move may face
significant opposition from
longer-term residents of the area,
it would empower one of the most
vulnerable sections of the
population.

Separately, as a significant
number of migrant populations
across the country are women
who migrate after marriage, voting
drives could also be carried out to
enrol these women on the voter
lists of their new place of
residence.

A mixed approach

Each of these options has its
advantages and disadvantages.
Enabling voting by migrants is a
complex task and is made more
complex by the heterogeneity of
migrants. Therefore, an approach
that uses all these options will
enable a significant share of both
inter- and intra-State salaried and
casual migrants to exercise their
right to vote.

Page3 6
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Bihar, a State with one of the largest out-migration populations in India, is going
to the polls later this year.

TR, St AR # FaR HF e YA AN TSA AV F , WA F A A A H
forw s TeT 81

This time, again, a significant proportion of the State’s population will be unable to
exercise their franchise.

3 TR O & T T Ueh F37 ATETET Yt AITAHR T TAT HIa F 7T |

In the 2024 Lok Sabha elections, voter turnout in Bihar was 56%, significantly lower
than the national average of 66%.

2024 & SFHTT FoATal F R A AT FFIAT 56% T, S foh Isdr it 66% & HrehT

H AT

Since more than half the households in Bihar are exposed to migration in some form,
a likely factor to have significantly influenced low voter turnout was the large migrant
population, which was unable to return home to vote.

Tfer fIeR & 3rfRenier axi # forET 7 forell €9 3 TaTHT 81T §, SHTOT FH AdG & Th
Henfad HROT T3 YarH ey oY, St FAS & fow aray Jg1 s gehr|

Patterns of migration

9ardeT & Uear

In 2021, the overall migration rate in India was 28.9%.

2021 #H R H Fel TaTH X 28.9% AT|

A significant portion of migration in India is for marriage, especially among women.
R H YdTasT &1 U 3T foear famg & forw giar g, fadrwet afgemsit 71

Around 10%, however, migrate for work.

gTelifeh, SaTeTeT 10% AT 1A & forT TaTd XA & |

This number is significantly higher in certain northern and eastern States such as
Bihar.

Ig H&AT 31 R it 3R & Fo Toat o fgr & by srferes &
With an ever-increasing number of migrants travelling from poorer to richer areas in

search of employment, the number of those effectively disenfranchised will only
increase, unless mechanisms are put in place to facilitate voting by migrants.

TS &YAT W WHEEH &YAT F AT T Tl H FATH el dTell hT HEAT o9NdR 6 @l &,
HR ST o7eh JarHlY ATt & faw FAagrer S Grawm 7g7 S8 S, 79 o AGUFR §
afaa Jren Fr Jear 3R g9

In an attempt to solve the issue, public discussions have been held.

$H FeS Tl &1 el & YA H Wdaifarss Tae 3fore &1 ars &
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e The Election Commission of India (ECI) put forth a concrete proposal in 2024.
R & FoATd AT (ECI) & 2024 H Ueh 31 YT 427 Foham|
o But no single mechanism for voting for migrants has been implemented.

Afehet FardT AACTAT3HT & foIT 1S Taver TOTTSl! 316 e T3] 18T T 1S B

Different kinds of policies and mechanisms are needed

fRAffiesT R Y AfAAT 3R cgawamsit i ragFar g

o Different kinds of policies and mechanisms are needed to enable voting for different
kinds of migrants (intra and inter-State migrants).

faftee yavr & yarfaal (e & #fiar 3k Uo7 & a1e) & Tov #age #1 grur e &g
faffest g it AT i sgawaait i smaeghar g |

¢ Intra-State migrants (around 85% of migrants) working in the informal sector could be
encouraged to travel relatively shorter distances to vote in their original place of
residence.

TS & T gardt (ST SIT37eT 85% TaTEl §) Sl IR &1 H 1 hid &, 3o¢ el qA
oA el W ale ¢4 & foT Jaeicns T 8 FA gl 3T F & ToT dicaried fohar s
Hehell B

e« However, they would need a measure of support from the government.
gTeioh, 38h [T 3o¢ TR A FS FAAT I JTaRTehell 9T |

o Stricter enforcement of the statutory holiday on polling day would ensure that these
workers are able to travel to vote without loss of wages.

Aaew fGaw 9 duTfas FaHnr T F31§ ¥ AN FI & Ig GiAfRad gran o I #{fs faar
A weldt & AderT & T I FT IF|

o Special bus services could also be scheduled on the eve of and on polling day.

AaqH faaw it g gean AR FAaae F e 9 fady aw Fare it Ters o e

Different mechanisms

AT ax

e Inter-State migrants working in the informal sector are a large, growing, and
vulnerable population and need a different set of voting mechanisms.

g 3R 3% AdEIA F AT 79T aF FI HTRIHAT ¢ |
o Three possibilities can be explored for this section.
57 391 & fore et HeTTa=Te Wioh ST Fehell &1

e The first is an option designed to cater to the large population of migrants in irregular
and low-paying jobs, such as in the construction sector.
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UgdT [Jehe 30 yariaal & v g s siaAa iR sH aaa a sRf A sia &, S &
far#ToT &y 7

o Workers in these jobs may not have permanent residences with address proof.
3o AP RAT F o7 HTFPT & I TARMY 3mar 317 99 & THTOT 87 81 Fohl & |

o In 2023, the ECI showcased a pilot project of remote electronic voting machines

(RVMSs).
2023 # eTd 3T o RAte gaaeifas afer #efiat (RVMs) S v arrere gl
TEIT |

e Each of these was an EVM modified to cater to up to 72 constituencies.
ST T Ucdeh Sdtus Wit o, 3 72 Remsrwem &=t a6 & forw sa18 915 2|

¢ Political parties objected to this project.
TSAAF gal F 38 IRATSTAT I IR TS|

e They said there was ambiguity over its functioning.
3-gio el T ST FHIH Fla & dlld A HETsedr ¢l

e They also cited issues such as problems in the identification of migrants and the
Code of Conduct being in place in the constituency where the migrant was residing.
3oglel YAt ggaTe # FATATHT IR Farel & fHare & A o) Iraw w@fear S Heal
Y Iear@ Tohra|

e The project also appeared to be administratively difficult to implement at scale: when
a large State with a large out-migration population goes to the polls, migrants from
the State who currently reside across the country would be required to notify the ECI
months in advance so that the ECI can make the necessary arrangements on polling
day.

I RIS TrafAF & 93 YA W A1) AT HS I Blell o: ST Hls T3T T
e 357 warwet 81c1 &, Yra & ST §, A 39 U & Jariadi &1 s SR AT E &,

Hclele fead o T Agel ggat T AT HT FiAT FIAT 81|
o |If the ECI finds that in a given city, there are migrants from all 243 constituencies of
Bihar, it would need to set up at least four RVMs across the city.

e, GoiTd 3HTANIT T Tl Tl & o fohalt e A fagr Fr @it 243 frererwsm diet @ gardr
g, I 38 AT H HH ¥ HH IR RVMs TATRIT F=1 giafT|

e The administrative difficulties would only be compounded during the Lok Sabha
elections.

AFEHT ToTal & SRTeT A Ferafas FHisarsar AR aftF gg sreah|
e As complex and challenging as the RVM proposal seems, it was the first major attempt
by the ECI to facilitate voting for migrants.

g RVM S¥dTe =g foiareTn sifeer 3t geitelqet &Y, a5 garfiat & #aerer ) et aame
gl T W JATH AT |
e With more consultation and fine-tuning, this system could benefit many.

3Treh aRraret AR IRSHIOT & A FE U F§ Sl Y amey ugar Fehh 81
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Another option is postal ballots
S 3T [aFeq § ST AdIA

Pa la

a
www.patrioticias.in

o This system is already being implemented by the ECI for members of the armed
forces.

Ig JUTTell g el & 81 YeATd AT SaRT WA qil & HEFAT & ToIT o) T i 81 8l
¢ An extension of this model could help many migrants.
g ATSd FT AEIR F Ja1iaa) F A T JohdT &

e Here, too, the ECI would require migrants to register with the body well in advance,
so the postal ballots can be issued.

IgT 3 AT TN HY G AAT & AT g1l o I gger F Tohian<or Y, dIfeh 31 Faaw
SRt fohT T T |

o Operationally, this appears to be the easier form of remote voting to implement.
TaTereT ¥ g & 7 ReAe afear i god e R v e &

« However, the ECI would have to organise registration, issue ballot papers, and
despatch these ballots to counting centres after voting — all major administrative
efforts.

BTCAI TR, AT 3TTANRT T YSHIEHTOT FIAT, HATT TR FLAT 3R AT F a1 3o8 HAAVTAT
el o ggE gl — I Tl a8 yerra A F ¢

The last option — switching voting constituencies

3ifad RAFeT — A &7 Il

e This is suitable for the longer term for more permanent migrants who can prove their
residence in a constituency for at least six months.

Ig fashed et 3raflr & forv 37 Tl ganfit & fov 3ugea ¢, St a8 ey s @ & a
forelY foraTaet 819 & &A & +A o AdlA @ AT T @

e The argument here is that longer-term migrants of an area would likely be more
concerned about the politics and policies of their current place of residence.

e I8 & for TRt 81 & Tgot aTer Ydeifars yardY agt i st 3l sfifaat 3 31 3
@d gl

e The ECI should also take extra effort to enrol longer-term migrants of the informal
sector in their current place of residence.

AT AT T AMGT foh T8 FAANTST &1 F Sreipicrs TaTfaT T SSHT0T SeTeh FeiaATeT
fora T W

e This will empower them to pressure governments to implement more migrant-
friendly policies.

SHY I TLRT I yard! e et &Y wmep #3 &1 gara 7 g

Page4o
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« While this move may face significant opposition from longer-term residents of the
area, it would empower one of the most vulnerable sections of the population.

gleliTeh S8 e A T TATAIT GrEHITard fAaTadl gaRT faer &1 Hehcll &, Ig HIH FHAR
Tt 7 & UF B AT B

Pa la

a
www.patrioticias.in

Voting drives for women migrants

AfgeT yarfAAY & o AdeHT FfAa=

o Separately, as a significant number of migrant populations across the country are
women who migrate after marriage, voting drives could also be carried out to enrol
these women on the voter lists of their new place of residence.

3el9T |, i 2T 7 TarH TAHET F7 T 937 fewar F wfgane § S faw F a1 v
FcA §, SATAT 3eTeh AT fArara FATeT o AT Felt & gsfior ¢ Aaar 3fHamT Tamw
ST HHhd g

A mixed approach

o Each of these options has its advantages and disadvantages.

SoT 3 [Aehedl & 3raar-3r9aY ot 3 g &1

« Enabling voting by migrants is a complex task and is made more complex by the
heterogeneity of migrants.

YarH AASTATHT Y AelT hr GRAuT a1 Teh sifee Fr ¢ 3R ganfdat Hr fAfaerar & wror
3R ot et &1 ST B

o Therefore, an approach that uses all these options will enable a significant share of
both inter- and intra-State salaried and casual migrants to exercise their right to
vote.

31d: T UAT gfeeahivT St 37 weft Raredl &1 319=TT, 98 e 31X sa-tedr aersiiah
TE 3T [TAT TATFAAT o Teh HAgedqor FEH 1 3rqet AAGTT ITAFR T T4 el H T&TH
SeATTaT|
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TEHRAN Iran lawmakers vote
to suspend ties with
Iran lawmakers vote to suspend UN nuclear
ties with UN nuclear watchdog watchdog
§T & WiAal o

IR g & §ey
e F A FgaT A
HoereT T

e Iranian lawmakers voted
Wednesday in favour of
suspending cooperation with
the United Nations’ atomic
energy watchdog, state TV

said.
Iranian lawmakers voted Wednesday in favour of suspending TR 1 R el W
cooperation with the United Nations’ atomic energy watchdog, TSg Y AT Foit oIl we
state TV said, after a 12-day war that saw Israeli and US strikes on & ATy e faefad e & qaT
nuclear sites. The decision still requires the approval of the H Ader forar, Teg celfasta o
Guardian Council, a body empowered to vet legislation. AFP T

e This move came after a 12-
day war that saw Israeli and US strikes on nuclear sites.

Ig eH 12 faa & Jaur & a1 3man Forad sorrsel AR ARy garall o awaoy fowmet

TARATAT JTAT|

e The decision still requires the approval of the Guardian Council, a body empowered
to vet legislation.

58 Aot 1 39 o mfSiaer FEfe & Al 1 srazaesar €, S waT i goem & fow
Hf&epe e B
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Associated Press
THE HAGUE

NATO leaders agreed on
Wednesday on a massive
hike in defence spending
after pressure from U.S.
President Donald Trump,
and expressed their “iron-
clad commitment” to
come to each other’s aid if
attacked.

The 32 leaders endorsed
a final summit statement
saying: “Allies commit to
invest 5% of GDP annually
on core defence require-
ments as well as defence-
and security-related
spending by 2035 to en-
sure our individual and
collective obligations.”

Spain had already offi-
cially announced that it
cannot meet the target,
and others have voiced re-
servations, but the invest-
ment pledge includes a re-
view of spending in 2029 —
after the next U.S. presi-
dential elections — to mon-
itor progress and reassess

the security threat posed
by Russia.

The leaders also under-
lined their “ironclad com-
mitment” to NATO’s collec-
tive security guarantee —
“that an attack on one is an
attack on all.” Ahead of the
summit, Mr. Trump had
again raised doubts over
whether the United States
would defend its allies.

The show of unity vindi-
cated NATO Secretary-
General Mark Rutte’s bill-
ing of the summit as
“transformational,” even
though it papered over
divisions.

“Together, allies have
laid the foundations for a
stronger, fairer and more
lethal NATO,” Mr. Rutte
told reporters after chair-
ing the meeting in The
Hague. “This will fuel a
quantum leap in our col-
lective defense.”

The spending hike re-
quires each countries to
spend billions of dollars. It
comes as the United States
— NATO’s biggest-spending

United front: Heads of state pose for a photo during a meeting at
the NATO summit in The Hague. GETTY IMAGES

member — shifts its atten-
tion away from Europe to
focus on security priorities
elsewhere, notably in West
Asia and Indo-Pacific.

But ahead of the meet-
ing, Spain announced that
it would not be able to
reach the target by the new
2035 deadline, calling it
“unreasonable.” Belgium
signaled that it would not
get there either, and Slova-
kia said it reserves the right
to decide its own defense
spending.

Prime Minister Pedro
Sanchez stood conspicu-
ously aside from other
leaders in the summit fami-
ly photo.

Many European coun-
tries face major economic
challenges, and Mr.
Trump’s global tariff war
could make it even harder
for America’s allies to
reach their targets. Some
countries are already
squeezing welfare and fo-
reign aid spending to chan-
nel extra funds into their

military budgets.

On Tuesday, Mr. Trump
complained that “there’s a
problem with Spain. Spain
is not agreeing, which is
very unfair to the rest of
them, frankly.” He has also
criticised Canada as “a low
payer.” In 2018, a NATO
summit  during = Mr
Trump’s first term unra-
veled due to a dispute over
defence spending.

Other countries closer
to the borders of Russia
and Ukraine — Poland, the
three Baltic states and Nor-
dic countries — have com-
mitted to the 5% goal, as
have NATO’s European
heavyweights Britain,
France, Germany and the
Netherlands.

In their statement, the
leaders said they were un-
ited “in the face of pro-
found security threats and
challenges, in particular
the long-term threat posed
by Russia.” It had been
feared that Trump would
would object to that assess-
ment, which European go-

vernments need to justify
higher spending.

Mr. Trump has been re-
luctant to support Ukraine
in its war against Russia’s
full-scale invasion. “We
stand by Ukraine in its pur-
suit of peace and will conti-
nue to support Ukraine on
its irreversible path to NA-
TO membership,” Mr.
Rutte said. The Trump ad-
ministration has vetoed
Ukraine’s bid to join NATO
for the foreseeable future.

Finnish President Alex-
ander Stubb said the agree-
ment “is a big win, I think,
for both President Trump
and I think it’s also a big
win for Europe.” He told
reporters that “we’re wit-
nessing the birth of a new
NATO, which means a
more balanced NATO.”

He said it would take na-
tions “back to the defense
expenditure levels of the
Cold War.” NATO countries
started to cut their military
budgets in safer times after
the Berlin Wall collapsed in
1989.

NATO nod for hike in military spending, collective defence

A7 T A T 3 WHARF T&T HT AFT 1Y Y Fol

NATO leaders agreed on Wednesday on a massive hike in defence spending after
pressure from U.S. President Donald Trump, and expressed their “ironclad
commitment” to come to each other’s aid if attacked.

TUAR FY IANAT Tegafay Sheates €0 F Ga1d & d1G ATEY AT F & &F 7 #4) Fgrady
R FgATA FTaT$ 31K vah-gaY W goa At Tyl 7 "srea afdeqar sars)

e The 32 leaders endorsed a final summit statement saying: “Allies commit to invest 5%
of GDP annually on core defence requirements as well as defence and security-related
spending by 2035 to ensure our individual and collective obligations.”

32 a3t o 3ifAa Rex geAee sara @t A &, fSae ar aram: “agarel &er 2035 a&

&Y Al SISy FT 5% T&TT a3t 3R GRaT Heelh T R o9t & fow gfdeet 8 arfe

saferdaTd 3R Arfes arificat s giafRead fear sm aeh|”

e Spain had already officially announced that it cannot meet the target, and others have
voiced reservations, but the investment pledge includes a review of spending in 2029
— after the next U.S. presidential elections — to monitor progress and reassess the
security threat posed by Russia.

T Tg el &1 IMTURTRE T & YU T bl § foh T8 &7 1 QU AGT T Feoel, 3R 37

&2l o7 oft 3Rt SIS €, ofhat Ig aer ater 2029 & @ Y WHIETT et T ATTUTH AT
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& — Si o 31aTel 3R Isgafd YoATal o STe g1 — dlfch T & 3ot &I Gal T
Hodiehe T ST Heh |

e The leaders also underlined their “ironclad commitment” to NATO’s collective security
guarantee — “that an attack on one is an attack on all.”

T3 o ST T AT FI&T MRE R 3l "Ireer Ffaeear aledrs — T T gHaT

g T gHT B 1"
e Ahead of the summit, Mr. Trump had again raised doubts over whether the United
States would defend its allies.

RIGR FFAeeT & ugel, A1 €0 o T @ 58 W HEE ST o &1 §YFa T AT 3r0e

T 1 T&TT HLEM|

e The show of unity vindicated NATO Secretary-General Mark Rutte’s billing of the
summit as “transformational,” even though it papered over divisions.

Teholedl & 38 UG o #ATeT HEMHTId ATH ¢ & 58 FFHClT 1 "IREATFRI" el T
qfse T, s7el &1 e Rsmrareit 1 foom aram 7|
o “Together, allies have laid the foundations for a stronger, fairer and more lethal NATO,”

Mr. Rutte told reporters after chairing the meeting in The Hague. “This will fuel a
quantum leap in our collective defense.”

“TAeTe, Gl & Ueh AoTad, =T 3R 3 uras ae) i ofig @ g, gor
e hl ITETRTAT XA o &G AT I o TAhRT 8 gl | “Tg GHRI ATH{geh 8T H Ueh 3
BTN T AR A

e The spending hike requires each country to spend billions of dollars. It comes as the
United States — NATO’s biggest-spending member — shifts its attention away from
Europe to focus on security priorities elsewhere, notably in West Asia and Indo-
Pacific.

IE T e o g G2 W IS STelk T it hT ART el § | T6 T8 §AI H 31§ 5
VYT T AR, S AT 7 FaH q57 @hTHal HGET ¢, JUT T AT gera] Tiea#
wfRraT 3R -2 ¥ graT wrufReansit w e FRa F @

o But ahead of the meeting, Spain announced that it would not be able to reach the target
by the new 2035 deadline, calling it “unreasonable.”

oifhel ook & Tgel, T =1 TNYOTT Y % T 715 2035 HY FAIHAT I & Ih el Iga
qrean 3R 3& “rarEdfas” FR &2

o Belgium signaled that it would not get there either, and Slovakia said it reserves the
right to decide its own defense spending.

afesras o Hehdt e o ag off ofe o181 QU & TTwaT, 3R Fatarfanar o &gt o ag 319t
T&TT @Y &1 [0 T oty 7 31T T@ar B

e Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez stood conspicuously aside from other leaders in the
summit family photo.

TITTHAT 8Y Wiaer RIGR HFACT ST FHRF aFdR # 3 A3 § 37097 TS #ol 3T
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e Many European countries face major economic challenges, and Mr. Trump’s global
tariff war could make it even harder for America’s allies to reach their targets.

s R &er 918 anfes atforat o1 A A @ 8, A S0 & ARaw e qew @
AR & FEAAT & fAT 39T e a1 areAm 3R oY TSt g1 Fehell &1

e Some countries are already squeezing welfare and foreign aid spending to channel
extra funds into their military budgets.

S 4 Ug 81 Fearor AR el weraar @d A weldr wv sifaera uet & 3rua A
TIACH AR

e On Tuesday, Mr. Trump complained that “there’s a problem with Spain. Spain is not
agreeing, which is very unfair to the rest of them, frankly.”

FHITIAR 1 2 ST o AR P, “TAT & AT THEAT & | TAT A Ael &l <&l &, oI qTiehal
 fore aga srpfa 81"

e He has also criticised Canada as “a low payer.”
3egiet HaATST T T AT T §, SH " ITATeT Flet ATl HET 5 |

e 1In 2018, a NATO summit during Mr. Trump’s first term unraveled due to a dispute over
defence spending.

2018 & 4 TU & Ygol FRIBIA & GRTT Teh ATeT RIWT TFRT W8T @ HI dHT [adIG

0T 3THG gl 37T AT

e Other countries closer to the borders of Russia and Ukraine — Poland, the three
Baltic states and Nordic countries — have committed to the 5% goal, as have
NATO’s European heavyweights Britain, France, Germany and the Netherlands.

T AT et 1 HATHT & T AT 3177 87 — S diels, ofier arfees der 3R s dar
— &1 5% &g & fov gfdaerdr TS 8, SR {3 aAret & qUd feaeret 3o e, wiw, srefsit
3R ez T ol Hr g

e In their statement, the leaders said they were united “in the face of profound security
threats and challenges, in particular the long-term threat posed by Russia.”

39 ST A A3 =¥ gl o I "I FR&m TRt iR A, iy €9 & &7 § Scdet
A1 Tk T HIHAT el H Tehole & |

e It had been feared that Trump would object to that assessment, which European
governments need to justify higher spending.

3mRieRT A o S0 38 3Taetst O MU STl Hehdl @, Tord JUHRT TRXFRT 1 310 @ hr
TEY e & foIw 3raeTes &1

e Mr. Trump has been reluctant to support Ukraine in its war against Russia’s full-scale
invasion.

A 9 T & qOT YA 9T ITHHACT o TGl PaveT o Jeol A TAYA S Y Ao 3HfoTegen
W e

e “We stand by Ukraine in its pursuit of peace and will continue to support Ukraine on its
irreversible path to NATO membership,” Mr. Rutte said.
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“GH QATTCT T TSl H FaheT o 1Y TS & 3R 3T AT FGEIAT Y FARTAAT T A FAST
STY T, &Y 5 o T

e The Trump administration has vetoed Ukraine’s bid to join NATO for the foreseeable
future.

<9 9emae o forsre 7fas & forw et Y A1eY Wewaar FY Ffrer i e Y fGAr |

e Finnish President Alexander Stubb said the agreement “is a big win for both President
Trump and | think it’s also a big win for Europe.”

Reerels & Tegufd sraeaist Fea o &g o a8 wasiiar "useufa gu 3k g9 Q= & fo
TH I Sagl”

o He told reporters that “we’re witnessing the birth of a new NATO, which means a more
balanced NATO.”

3eEie TAHRT Y &gl 3 ‘5 U 10 A1eY T o=/ 4@ & &, foraet Adae § v 3R wqfea
rer”

¢ He said it would take nations “back to the defense expenditure levels of the Cold
War.”

3giot gl foh g <Rl T "offeT I & T&TT 7 T W) aT9H of Swar|

o NATO countries started to cut their military budgets in safer times after the Berlin
Wall collapsed in 1989.

oATeT it o1 1989 H afeler far fIReY & T, &S THT A 319 {7 orel 7 ekt &
oAt
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4. MSMEs need an agile, secure ecosystem: Kharge
TATHTHE F forw gelter i gefdra seiffees sl @

5. Carrying Rakesh Sharma’s legacy forward, say Cong.
leaders of Shukla’s mission

TR AAT Y FARTHT FY A o 1A T, YFell & AAT W
ST Aar3t Hr ufafear

6. Swiss glaciers show holes reminiscent of cheese
Rag A s gV S daa A Aaa §

7. Qualified cheer: On Shubhanshu Shukla, Axiom-4
mission
AT 3THTE: YHTY AFelT, TTFA3NTH-4 e @
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ARA-3ANFT et AR vegfafaas 2RE arat
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Indian astronaut in space after
41-year gap, on mission to ISS

Start of India’s human space programme, says Shubhanshu Shukla as Axiom-4 mission is launched from the Kennedy Space

Center, U, a four-member crew will spend 14 days in orbit conducting science, outreach, and other commercial activities

Hemanth C.S.
BENGALURU

ndia’s human space
l programme took off

on Wednesday as In-
dian astronaut Shubhan-
shu Shukla’s Axiom-4 mis-
sion (Ax4) to the
International Space Station
(ISS) was launched from
NASA’s Kennedy Space
Center in Florida, U.S., af-
ter multiple delays.

“This is not the start of
my journey to the ISS but
the start of India’s human
space programme. I want
my countrymen to become
part of this journey, let us
join together and start In-
dia’s human space pro-
gramme. Jai Hind Jai Bha-
rat,” Group Captain Shukla
said in his first message
from the mission.

Group Captain Shukla,
the pilot of the Ax-4 mis-
sion, began a 28-hour jour-
ney to the orbiting labora-

Above and beyond

Group Captain Shubhanshu Shukla becomes the first Indian
to reach space in 41 years after the Axiom-4 mission lifted off
from the Kennedy Space Center in Florida on Wednesday

From left: Tibor Kapu (Hungary), Mission Specialist;
Shubhanshu Shukla (India), Pilot; Peggy

Whitson (U.S.), Commander; and Stawosz
Uznanski-Wisniewski (Poland), Mission Specialist

Q After 40 years we have once again reached space and it was
an amazing ride..This is not the start of my journey to the

ISS but the start of India’s human space programme
GROUP CAPTAIN SHUBHANSHU SHUKLA, Mission Pilot

tory in space along with
Commander Peggy Whit-
son (U.S.), Mission Special-
ist Stawosz Uznanski-Wis-
niewski (Poland), and

Mission Specialist Tibor
Kapu (Hungary).

The SpaceX Dragon
crew capsule housing the
astronauts is targeting to

International
Space Station:
The SpaceX
Dragon crew
capsule housing
the 4 astronauts
is targeting

to dock at the
International
Space Station at
approximately

Wednesday's

mission launch
comes after multiple
delays from the initial
launch planned on
May 29

The crew

members will
spend 14 days
aboard the ISS
conducting science,

4.30 p.m. IST outreach, and

on Thursday commercial activities
AR The Ax-4 research
JRMRIEY: complement

includes nearly 60
studies and activities
representing 31
countries

A

dock at the ISS at approxi-
mately 4.30 p.m. IST on
Thursday.

After docking, the crew
members will spend 14

days aboard the ISS con-
ducting science, outreach,
and other commercial ac-
tivities. The Ax-4 research
complement includes
nearly 60 scientific activi-
ties  representing 31
countries.

Upon docking, Group
Captain Shukla will be-
come the first Indian astro-
naut aboard the ISS, after
having become the first In-
dian to reach space in 41
years.

Great start

The Falcon 9 rocket carry-
ing the astronauts in a Spa-
ceX Dragon crew capsule
lifted off from Launch
Complex 39A at the Kenne-
dy Space Center at 12.01
pm. on Wednesday.
Around 10 minutes after
lift-off, the Dragon capsule
separated from the second
stage of the rocket and its
nose-cone open sequence
began.

Indian astronaut in space after 41-year gap, on mission to

ISS

41 ST & a0l & d1¢ IR 3aieT IJEY 3afieT &, snsvavy

forereT ax

Start of India’s human space programme, says Shubhanshu Shukla as Axiom-4
mission is launched from the Kennedy Space Center, U.S., a four-member crew
will spend 14 days in orbit conducting science, outreach, and other commercial
activities.

QBT YT A FgT T g HR & AT IHANET FRAHH Y YT §, ST Axiom-4 FAere
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F I.UH. F FAS FH e @ dea o 3, oot ar daw i g 14 @ i wan &
T@HT AATAS, ST 9 3R 37 arfofsas afafafeat &) ssme &em)

¢ India’s human space programme took off on Wednesday as Indian astronaut
Shubhanshu Shukla’s Axiom-4 mission (Ax-4) to the International Space Station
(ISS) was launched from NASA’s Kennedy Space Center in Florida, U.S., after
multiple delays.
TUAR T 5 T AT IARET FIEHA YT G ST XA HARET AT YSARY YeFell T
Axiom-4 TR (Ax-4) HARTSERT IAfeT T2 (ISS) & [T FellRET, T,0H. &F AT &
FeS! FIF YT ¥ ¢ aR A1 &0 & 1 clled g3T|

e “This is not the start of my journey to the ISS but the start of India’s human space
programme. | want my countrymen to become part of this journey, let us join together
and start India’s human space programme. Jai Hind Jai Bharat,” Group Captain
Shukla said in his first message from the mission.

“Ig AL 1SS T AT 1 YT e & dloeh Tg AR o ALTT HANET FIAHH Y YFHTT &
#H ITEdT § fob AY ST 38 AT T 6T 54, 33T §H A [HAR R 1 AlAd HARET

FIEIHA YE | T G T HRA,” 9 Foeat Y o AT § 3796 Tger U 7 FaTl

e Group Captain Shukla, the pilot of the Ax-4 mission, began a 28-hour journey to the
orbiting laboratory in space along with Commander Peggy Whitson (U.S.), Mission
Specialist Stawosz Uznanski-Wisniewski (Poland), and Mission Specialist Tibor
Kapu (Hungary).
qq e YT, Sit Ax-4 T & qrarere §, 57 28 € Y AT YE AT ST 3¢ AHaafet hir waw
A oy waeremet ds o STwelt, a1y 7 § FArsT Yol Rgewer (3raARe), e Rdva

FATEN 3reh-fAfEauerr (Mels) 3 et faerwer e #1g (3o |
o The SpaceX Dragon crew capsule housing the astronauts is targeting to dock at the
ISS at approximately 4.30 p.m. IST on Thursday.

FAIUCFH 3911 F; Hoer foras HARET AT HAW §, &1 o6 ¢ o I8 TFaR Y oAarstar amy
4.30 9 IST WX ATSTHTH W ST FY |

o After docking, the crew members will spend 14 days aboard the ISS conducting
science, outreach, and other commercial activities.

SR & 916, TTelsh Gof & G 14 f&eT a&F 1SS W et 3R faea, Sie1 w9 3R 3=
aiofeas afafafear st

e The Ax-4 research complement includes nearly 60 scientific activities representing
31 countries.

Ax-4 THUT FTAHH H 79T 60 AT arfafaferar anfder § S 31 et o1 wfafaferea
AT |
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e Upon docking, Group Captain Shukla will become the first Indian astronaut aboard
the ISS, after having become the first Indian to reach space in 41 years.

STfehaT o ST, I HFeeeT YFAT ISS T T aTel Tgat STRAT HARET AT &1t S0, 3R @y
&1 41 TSt §Tg 3iTReT # TgE=T aTe TEe AR 7|

Great start
AT YB3ATT

e The Falcon 9 rocket carrying the astronauts in a SpaceX Dragon crew capsule lifted
off from Launch Complex 39A at the Kennedy Space Center at 12.01 p.m. on
Wednesday.

FIRCFH 3917 F HFoHS H FAR HANET JITIIT T of SATeT ATell Bledhet 9 e, AR AT
12.01 Tt Fa3 TIF X & Al FlrcaFd 39A § wlled g31T|

e Around 10 minutes after lift-off, the Dragon capsule separated from the second
stage of the rocket and its nose-cone open sequence began.

e & ST 10 AT a1, 3977 Foyer Udhe F g@Y °AIT F A9 51 I1AT 3R 38T AlA-
FeT Geral Y 9FHAT YT g3
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GST Council will discuss reducing items
12% slab

SHreadt aRwe 12% Fola & a3 1 77 A
T LI =T

The agenda for the Goods and Services Tax (GST)
Council at its next meeting will include deliberations on
minimising the 12% tax slab and also finalising the tax
treatment on service intermediaries, which could provide

In

GST Council will
discuss reducing
items in 12% slab

_-GS PaperHI Eccnom\-I ;7”

Onthe cards

The GST Council meet will likely be held in July, more than six
months after the previous meeting

® Council to look into minimising items
in 12% slab

B Most items to be reduced to 5% but
some 18% goods could enter 12%

® Removal of tax on intermediate

services to be discussed

' ® Removal could lead to a 33,500-crore
tax relief for service industry

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

The agenda for the Goods
and Services Tax (GST)
Council at its next meeting
will include deliberations
on minimising the 12% tax
slab and also finalising the
tax treatment on service in-
termediaries, which could
provide the sector relief
worth thousands of crores,
according to  informed
sources.

The meeting was initially
supposed to be held in June,
there has been some back-
and-forth between mem-
bers of the Council over the
location of the meeting,
leading to delays. It will now
likely be held in July 2025,
which will be more than six
months after the last
meeting.

According to the rules,
the GST Council is meant to
meet once every quarter, or
three months.

“One of the main agenda
items, as part of the overall
simplification and rate ra-
tionalisation effort, is what
to do with the 12% slab,” an
official aware of the deve-
lopments told The Hindu.
“One of the internal recom-
mendations was to mini-
mise the slab or maybe even
do away with it entirely.”

Service intermediaries

The Hindu has learnt that
the other major item on the
agenda of the GST Council
would be the taxation of
service intermediaries. Cur-
rently, service intermediar-
ies are taxed at 18% even

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj

when they provide services
to companies abroad. This
is likely to be removed.

Doing away with the 12%
rate would reduce the num-
ber of tax rates under GST
to 0%, 5%, 18%, and 28%,
not counting the specialised
rates of 0.25% on diamonds
and 3% on gold and silver,
or the additional compensa-
tion cess on items in the
28% slab.

“It is improbable that the
GST Council will completely
abolish the 12% tax slab,”
Saurabh  Agarwal, Tax
Partner at EY India, ex-
plained. “Instead, they are

likely to gradually reduce ~

the number of items in this
category by shifting them to
the 5% slab. Additionally,
some items currently taxed
at 18% may be moved to the
12% slab.” This adjustment
would reflect a change in
consumer behaviour, he
said, since rising per capita
income meant that many
products that were once
considered discretionary,
such as toothpaste and
soap, have become every-
day necessities. Currently,
toothpaste and soap are
taxed at 18% and shampoo
can be taxed as high as 28%.

However, other tax ex-
perts say that moving items
from the 12% slab to 5%
might not always be a good
thing for the manufactur-
ers. At 12%, they are eligible
for input tax credit, which
will likely be revoked if they
are moved to 5%. This
means the manufacturers
would not get credit for the
tax they pay on inputs.

the sector relief worth thousands of crores, according to
informed sources.

T U9 QAT FT (GST) TRYS Y 9Tel 35+ & vals § 12% FT
TAT P HH FTeT 3 TaT ALTTYT W F AT Y 3w TR
9T AR g, f9ud 39 &7 Fi goTRT FU3 39T Y Tgd AT
THd! 8, AAFR Al F HTAR|

e The meeting was initially supposed to be held in June, there has
been some back-and-forth between members of the Council over
the location of the meeting, leading to delays.

IE S Hel & A [ F giet AT, AfeheT S8 & FATT T AT TRVG
& HerdT & oI 3T & HROT 3HH A &S|

o It will now likely be held in July 2025, which will be more than six
months after the last meeting.

3 IE S5 FelTs 2025 H glel T THTEAT 8, St [l Soh & oF
AR § F THAY a1 gl

e According to the rules, the GST Council is meant to meet once
every quarter, or three months.

Tt & 317aR, GST aRwE 1 g Yonfdaw, Al flet 7 7 Th )
Sk A gl 1

¢ “One of the main agenda items, as part of the overall
simplification and rate rationalisation effort, is what to do with the
12% slab,” an official aware of the developments told The Hindu.

Teh HTAHRT A & /85T ST, “BTelIhIoT AR T FiFashor & gt
& TBEd o ®U &, YT ToisT # & Tah ¢ foh 12% Fola o @rey &) fohan
Sl
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e “One of the internal recommendations was to minimise the slab or maybe even do
away with it entirely.”

“dffawety FAIRRTT 7 & wer oY o 58 Fola &t &3 o ST ar g @t & waTea o fear
ey
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Service intermediaries
a1 ALTET

e The Hindu has learnt that the other major item on the agenda of the GST Council would
be the taxation of service intermediaries.

g fegen ST TRl & o GST Rty & Tois # gy o137 Hegm AT 7AETFYT q¥ FTT
T gIamm|

o Currently, service intermediaries are taxed at 18% even when they provide services to
companies abroad. This is likely to be removed.

TAATT H, AaT ALTEST T 18% FT o91dT &, Hor & 3 fagelt Fufaat 1 dare vere s &l

S T ST HehelT &

o Doing away with the 12% rate would reduce the number of tax rates under GST to 0%,
5%, 18%, and 28%, not counting the specialised rates of 0.25% on diamonds and 3%
on gold and silver, or the additional compensation cess on items in the 28% slab.

12% &I T FATCT XA H SATHCT & HATd T 31 T G&AT aeat 0%, 5%, 18% 3R 28%
g1 SiTeafy, faet €RY 9X 0.25%, WIA-ATEN W 3%, 3R 28% Fola T awqait w arfaRea
IR A 8T 8 |

e “ltis improbable that the GST Council will completely abolish the 12% tax slab,”
Saurabh Agarwal, Tax Partner at EY India, explained.

£a1$ 39T & S UréR WS 33raTer 7 Fgl, “IUg GG 78T & o6 GST RS 12% HT
Felar 1 I AR FATCT T San|”

e ‘“Instead, they are likely to gradually reduce the number of items in this category by
shifting them to the 5% slab. Additionally, some items currently taxed at 18% may be
moved to the 12% slab.”

“SHh ToT, & - 57 AUT S aE3iT 1 FEAT TeT Hehd § 3N 3¢ 5% Fda &
TYUTATIR Y Hee! & | $8h AR, H© TEJU ST 3137 18% TR IIEMA €, 3o¢ 12% FolT
H T ST EhaT B I

e This adjustment would reflect a change in consumer behaviour, he said, since rising

per capita income meant that many products that were once considered discretionary,
such as toothpaste and soap, have become everyday necessities.

3ogiel el foh Tg SeolTd 3UNTFAT SqdeR H TRadeT ol g2iTuer, Faife ufa safed 3ma &
e T Hclold ¢ foh g 3R F1gaT St 3 =il St ygol dwfeds A= S o, 3/
UTA A TN 5T TS &
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Vital chemotherapy drugs
used around the world
have failed quality tests,
leaving cancer patients in
more than 100 countries at
risk of ineffective treat-
ments and fatal side ef-
fects, the Bureau of Investi-
gative Journalism (TBIJ)
can reveal.

The drugs in question
form the backbone of
treatment plans for numer-
ous common cancers in-
cluding breast and ovarian
cancers and leukaemia.
Over the past six years,
they have been shipped to
countries such as Nepal,
Ethiopia, the US., the UK.,
and Saudi Arabia.

The test findings come
from a study by research-
ers at the University of
Notre Dame in the US.
who analysed 189 samples
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e Currently, toothpaste and soap are taxed at 18% and shampoo can be taxed as high

as 28%.

qTHTT H, I IR FIYA T 18% FT 91l § 3R AP TR 28% aF < o191 Hehell §

e However, other tax experts say that moving items from the 12% slab to 5% might not
always be a good thing for the manufacturers.

glelifeh, 3= &Y TAATHAT T gt & Toh 12% Fold F 5% F FEIHT F1 FuTeriaor fanfanst
& ToIT gA2IT 3T AT &7 GohdT|

At 12%, they are eligible for input tax credit, which will likely be revoked if they are
moved to 5%.

12% WX 3¢ oTYC S H ST (AT Hehcll §, ST HHAT: 5% H Silel IR AT < &2

ST |
e This means the manufacturers would not get credit for the tax they pay on inputs.

saehT Y I § for FAATaT3it &1 3r9e) se7qe W v a1 S 1 % f3e e Ao

uf various cancer drugs.
About one-fifth failed.

The worst-performing
drug in the study is made
by Indian manufacturer
Venus Remedies. All eight
samples of the company’s
cyclophosphamide  pro-
duct failed.

Venus Remedies told
TBI that the test results
were “not scientifically
plausible” given the com-
pany’s “validated manu-
facturing systems and
quality controls”. It said it
has received no complaints
or concerns about the
batches in question and
shared the results of its
own testing that indicated
they were of a good stan-
dard.

Faulty storage blamed
The manufacturer said
storage conditions in the
supply chain — which can
impact drug quality
might have affected the re-

searchers’ test results. Ho-
wever, the absence of simi-

lar quality issues across the
entire data set suggests this

is not the case.

Venus Remedies is one
of three companies or reg-
ulators that queried the
methodology used by the
lab, saying it deviated from
international standards or
could give erroneous re-
sults. However, Maria Lie-
berman, who led the re-
search, said her
researchers’ methods fol-
low international stan-
dards as closely as possible
and employ similar stan-
dards to a regulatory lab.
Both the findings and
methods have been scruti-
nised by independent
academics.

Two other manufactur-
ers whose products failed
the testing, Zuvius Lifes-
ciences and GLS Pharma,
have supplied failed
brands to over 40 coun-

Marya Lieberman, the Notre Dame professor who led the research,
atwork in her lab. UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME

tries. Of the 17 companies
that manufactured failed
drugs, 16 are based in
India.

Some drugs contained
so little of their key ingre-
dient that pharmacists said
giving them to patients

would be like doing
nothing.
Other drugs, containing

too much active ingre-
dient, put patients at risk

of severe organ damage or
even death. “Both scena-
rios are horrendous,” said
Shereen Nabhani-Gebara,
vice-chair of the British On-

cology Pharmacists
Association.
Zuvius Lifesciences,

GLS Pharma, and Zee Lab-
oratories did not respond
to multiple requests for
comment.

Doctors from multiple

countries told TBIJ of the
drugs in question not
working as expected, leav-
ing patients suddenly un-
responsive to treatment.
Other patients suffered
side effects so toxic they
could no longer tolerate
the medicine.

The findings expose
holes in the global safety
nets intended to prevent
profit-seeking manufactur-
ers from cutting corners
and to protect patients
from bad drugs. More than
two in three countries
around the world are re-
portedly unable to ensure
the quality of medicines
their populations are ex-
posed to.

Nepal was one of the
biggest importers of the
failed chemotherapy
brands in this investiga-
tion. The country’s medi-
cines regulator does not
have the capacity to test
cancer drugs. Although it

can recall cancer drugs
based on external evi-
dence, it has never done
50.

“Neither patients nor
their families have any way
of knowing the quality of
these drugs,” said Smriti
Pokharel of the Wish Nepal
Foundation. “No one
seems willing to take res-
ponsibility for ensuring
proper treatment for can-
cer patients.”

Much of the global de-
mand for cancer trearment
is met by generic drugs —
which the low-quality
drugs found in this investi-
gation were.

In India, the world's lar-
gest producer of generic
drugs, questions have been
raised over whether manu-
facturers are properly pun-
ished for producing such
bad drugs.

“The Indian govern-
ment’s interest is in trying
to protect the industry,”

said public health activist
Dinesh Thakur.

India’s drug regulator
defended the oversight sys-
tem, saying that failing
drugs are recalled and ma-
nufacturers face “either
administrative penalties or
legal  prosecution in
court”.

Thakur pointed to limi-
tations in the World Health
Organization’s means of
ensuring people across the
world have access to safe
effective drugs. The WHO
did not respond to several
requests for comment.

One cancer pharmacist
in Ethiopia estimated that
it could take over a year for
a patient to save for cancer
treatment. If that medicine
then turns out to be faulty,
they simply might not be
able to afford to pay for
another.

(This article is jointly pu-
blished by The Hindu and
TBI)

Chemotherapy drugs made by Indian companies fail quality

tests: study R FufAAt garT AT A gare sorar

qdieTor F el ETIT

Address

Vital chemotherapy drugs used around the world have failed quality tests, leaving

cancer patients in more than 100 countries at risk of ineffective treatments and fatal

side effects, the Bureau of Investigative Journalism (TBIJ) can reveal. gf=iar 8T &
3YANT T ST ATl AeaqoT 1AM Gare Joraar gHetor 7 %ot g1 715 ¢, forad 100 @
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s gait & F3T AN F v e 3uAR 3R aras A15s shaey 1 GaT der & T

g, TE ST 3T Seafcdlied STeitelod (TBIJ) & 39PR faham & |

e The drugs in question form the backbone of treatment plans for numerous common
cancers including breast, ovarian cancers and leukaemia. ¥ gaT0 ¥, 3itad & FaAT
3R eI S8 31H FET & gerrer FY fg AN e

e Over the past six years, they have been shipped to countries such as Nepal, Ethiopia,

the U.S., the U.K., and Saudi Arabia. ol &g 8T & 37 gar3il T Aqrd, s,
AR, o 3 TFE) 3RT S St 7 AT AT E

e The test findings come from a study by the University of Notre Dame (U.S.), which
analysed 189 samples of various cancer drugs. About one-fifth failed. I8 fasy
3rARET i gfAafie 3w A 37 arT forw a7T 3reasT ¥ 3T &, foraet 189 gar daer
ST Y 7S, TIA3 & STIT979T Uh-urerai %l &1 37T

e The worst-performing drug in the study is made by Indian manufacturer Venus
Remedies. All eight samples of its cyclophosphamide product failed. 3&33eT & Ga&
T Yei HTA arell gar AR AT Venus Remedies GaRT o715 15 ¢ | S8 @Y
3TS cyclophosphamide el %ef &Y 77|

¢ Venus Remedies said the results were "not scientifically plausible" and claimed its
own testing showed good standards. \Venus Remedies & &gT & Ig aRome "danfasw
T Y 0 A" § 3R 3T G Y AT H GATT ATAF & AR T7S T |

e The company blamed storage conditions in the supply chain for possibly affecting
quality but similar issues were not found elsewhere in the data. YT = HCATS A
§TSRoT Y YT hY F[UTeT TR 31X STefel aTell ST, dfehet 3 & F1$ gl a7gt
et

e Venus Remedies and two other companies questioned the lab's methodology, but
researchers defended their approach, saying it followed international standards.

Venus Remedies 3iX I 3177 Uil o7 YARTRATAT S HIRAYOITT 9T HaTel 3STT, ol fohet
MUFAIT & Iqat AIHT T F1T T, S HARTSET ATTHI & TR AT 7|

e Zuvius Lifesciences and GLS Pharma were two other Indian manufacturers whose
products failed tests and had been supplied to over 40 countries. Zuvius

Lifesciences 31X GLS Pharma 3 &1 31w HIRT fAATAT & fSieTehT gaTe wdetor & &er €5
ST ot 40 @ 3rRres gt a¥ 3 oy a7 o)

« Ofthe 17 companies with failed drugs, 16 were based in India. 17 Fafat & & STt
gard el €5, 16 TR # e 2ff|

e Some drugs had too little active ingredient, rendering them ineffective, while others
had too much, posing risk of organ damage or death. F& gaT3il # Wfha gea A1 AT
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ag?rmaﬁﬁwamsna"rg’rwé‘, STeeh e # qgeT eI A o, S @ 3t b FFamE
T A/t T TRT AT

e Zuvius Lifesciences, GLS Pharma, and Zee Laboratories did not respond to queries.
Zuvius Lifesciences, GLS Pharma 3T Zee Laboratories =¥ Yfaf&ar gl &)
o Doctors from multiple countries said the drugs did not work as expected, and

patients suffered toxic side effects. F$ &2 F STFex} o IATAT fh SaTC weiTe AT of,
3R At = e w133 $%heeH Sioe I3

e The findings reveal gaps in global safety nets meant to prevent profit-driven

negligence and protect patients. I feseny &R gram yonferat i enfaat i s
AT & S TT-AR STIRETEY B et AR AT S gew & e gomg S ¥

e Over two-thirds of countries are unable to ensure drug quality for their populations.
gferan & aX-faets F 3rfaw Aer 3r9ei Steva & forw gansit $ qoraar gaRaa w1 7 srwad
gl

¢ Nepal was a major importer of the failed chemotherapy brands but lacks testing
capacity and has never recalled any cancer drugs. st9Tel 37 %l ShTATAXYT EaT3it &1 o137
3T AT IfSheT 3T I GNETOT &THdT A1 & 31 30 F3i FE FAT gar agw «1e7
HAMS|

o Activists say patients and families have no way to know drug quality and no one
takes responsibility. SFRISHATIT T SHgaTT & for AT 31T 3a9F TRERT & qrg garHt #r
IOTIAT 1A= T HI§ et 781 ¢ R FS Frwaiardt 781 Aar|

e Much of the global demand for cancer treatment is met by generic drugs, including
the low-quality drugs found in the study. HaT 3UaR $Y 3G AT F7 g37 FTAT AARF
a3t & 9 il &, [oIHe Tg @I [oraa arelt gare $if AT 8|

¢ InIndia, the world's largest generic drug producer, questions remain on whether bad
drug makers are punished. 3R, ST G4 T Ga& 3T AN a7 ScUTGH &, IgT Ig
TaTel & & 47T @ 4T a1t aTdl Y g1 At 8

e India’s drug regulator said bad drugs are recalled and companies face penalties or

prosecution. {IRd & 3 fAaTH® 7 FgT f6 @ gaw agy #Hamg A1 § 31k Fufaat
ol STHATT AT FHlefell FRATS HI ATHAT AT ISl & |

e Public health activist Dinesh Thakur criticized the system, saying the government
prioritizes protecting the industry. STAEARLT FRAFAT feerer STHT o cHaeUT HI

3TelTel=TT Y G el foh TP T 3G I 9T W HH €A &
« The World Health Organization (WHO) did not respond to requests for comment. fa?a
FARELT HIGT (WHO) o feequft & 3raqRiest &1 1§ srara a1d1 fgam|

o In Ethiopia, a pharmacist said patients may save for a year to buy cancer drugs, and
cannot afford a second dose if the first is faulty. AR 7 T FATRATE & T i
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MSME:s need an agile,
secure ecosystem: Kharge

Mini Tejaswi
BENGALURU

Micro Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs) will
be the growth engines of
the country and sectors
such as defence, space and
civil aviation, which pre-
sent huge opportunities,
are the ones to watch out
for, said Priyank Kharge,
Karnataka’s Rural Develop-
ment and Information
Technology Minister, while
speaking at the MSME
Growth Conclave 2025,
organised by The Hindu
businessline here on
Wednesday.

Addressing a packed
audience of MSME entre-
preneurs  here, Mr.
Kharge said Karnataka
was trying to make all
projects  water-secure
and energy-secure, along
with a focus on sustaina-
bility. “Everybody speaks
about giving incentives and
subsidies, but just those
things will not work. I need
to ensure we create an
agile and secure ecosystem
for you to thrive,” he
added.

He also said the State
was trying to create affor-
dable infrastructure and
plug-and-play facilities for
SMEs and MSMEs, espe-
cially in areas beyond Ben-
galuru. “We are creating
infrastructure in Mysuru,
Hubballi, Belagavi, and Ka-
laburgi, where we give you
facilities at affordable rates
S0 you can experiment, in-
novate and invent things
that can be then commer-
cialised,” he told the
entrepreneurs.

Global competition

Mr. Kharge highlighted
that Karnataka’s competi-
tion was no longer with
neighbouring States — Te-
langana, Tamil Nadu, Kera-
la, or Maharashtra — but
with global manufacturing
hubs such as Vietnam and
China.

In a chat with Raghuvir
Srinivasan, Editor of busi-
nessline, Srinivasagopalan
Rangarajan,  Chairman,
and Managing Director, Da-
ta Patterns (India) said des-
pite decades of reliance on
imports, India’s private de-
fence tech sector was be-

Ad

Priyank Kharge, Karnataka Cabinet Minister, presented a book by

=i

Raghuvir Srinivasan, Editor, The Hindu businessline. BIJOY GHOSH

thehindubusinessline.

2 Uit

H
CONCLAVE

BENGALURU - 2025

In association with

Wnrrre

ginning to assert itself,
with homegrown compa-
nies now building world-
class systems from scratch.

Mr. Rangarajan empha-
sised that for MSMEs to
succeed, they must focus
on the core idea they start
with and build deep exper-
tise around it, rather than
constantly shifting direc-
tion. “If it’s not outstand-
ing, you will be forgotten
and remain just one of the
other players,” he cau-
tioned.

The panel discussion on
defence  manufacturing
further explored this mo-
mentum. Lt. Col. Velan,
CEO, Elena Geo Systems,
added that India must
move towards global stan-
dards at a par with the EU
and the U.S.

Betting high on India’s
global brand-building mo-
ment, Ananth Narayanan,
Founder and CEO of
BRND.ME (formerly Mensa
Brands), said MSMEs had a
critical role in this ecosys-
tem but should be cautious
against scaling at the cost
of fundamentals. “Don’t
confuse growth and unit
economics. Don't take too
much capital. The more
capital you take, the more
you need to return,” he
added.

Mr. Narayanan also not-
ed that India was entering

a decade where global

consumer brands could

be built from the
country.

“I am incredibly bul-
lish about being an en-
trepreneur in India over
the next 10-20 years. The
macro forces are with
us,” he said. “We have a
young labour force, large
consumer demand, ma-
nufacturing capability,

digital infrastructure, and
capital.”

“Technology is a great,
great equaliser. Technolo-
gy allows for global access.
Therefore, don’t just think
India, think global,” he
said, adding that global dis-
tribution had become far
more democratic and af-
fordable.

“For 120, you can
reach 20,000 pin codes in
India. For $3, you can
reach almost any pin code
in the U.S.,* said Mr. Na-
rayanan, who has earlier
led Myntra.

A session on MSMEs and
Make in India highlighted
the need for stronger pu-
blic-private collaboration,
better access to capital,
and policy stability to en-
hance global
competitiveness.

Vijay Peri, VP - India In-
dustrials at Zetwerk, told
M. Ramesh, Consulting Ed-
itor, businessline, “India
isn’t just an alternative to
China. While China+1 gave
us visibility, the current ge-
opolitical climate is giving
us urgency. Global players
are actively diversifying
supply chains.”

Rohit Punja, Adminis-
trator, Nitte Education
Trust, closed the conclave
by underlining the role of
MSMEs in building India’s
industrial future.

MSMEs need an agile, secure
ecosystem: Kharge

THATHUAS & forw welfar iy gefaa
SHITATCH AW @ef

Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs)
will be the growth engines of the country and
sectors such as defence, space and civil
aviation, which present huge opportunities, are
the ones to watch out for, said Priyank Kharge,
Karnataka’s Rural Development and IT Minister,
while speaking at the MSME Growth Conclave
2025, organised by The Hindu BusinessLine on
Wednesday.

&, oY AR 7ALTHA 3677 (MSMEs) o1 1 Rerw
SoleT Ta91 3T 38T, 3aReT 3 APR AT S &=t
H faermer 3R &, Ig 910 Falesd F arior Few va
IT 7= s @f  gyar # MSME Growth
Conclave 2025, f@T 3atsteT The Hindu
BusinessLine aRT f&a1 aam 41, # FE

. Addressing a packed audience of MSME
entrepreneurs, Mr. Kharge said Karnataka was trying to
make all projects water-secure and energy-secure,
along with a focus on sustainability.

HITATHUAS SEATATT T FNUT FHI §C, A7 Tl o gl
T etiee @l ARSI T STeT-FRFar 3R Fait-
I SoATet hT ITRALT T TET &, A1 & e ow off
€71 & T8
. “Everybody speaks about giving incentives and
subsidies, but just those things will not work. | need to

ensure we create an agile and secure ecosystem for
you to thrive,” he added.

& 1S Aicaree 3K gfowd & Fr arg AT g, A
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SRITRATEH IT0,” 37gieT FgTl
e He also said the State was trying to create affordable infrastructure and plug-and-
play facilities for SMEs and MSMEs, especially in areas beyond Bengaluru.

3giel Ig o gl foh U FITefe @ ATeT & &7 & Frwraelt srqetean 3N caer-vs-<a
i3t & AT et T HIRAr T T &, 49T &7 & SMEs 3R MSMEs & fau|

o “We are creating infrastructure in Mysuru, Hubballi, Belagavi, and Kalaburgi,
where we give you facilities at affordable rates so you can experiment,
innovate, and invent things that can be then commercialised,” he told the
entrepreneurs.

X Toh [oleg d1¢, H cAGEAF T &A1 A1 TH,” 3egiad 36 ITHAT HT T

Global competition

3fRgs vfawqut

o Mr. Kharge highlighted that Karnataka’s competition was no longer with neighbouring
States — Telangana, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, or Maharashtra — but with global
manufacturing hubs such as Vietham and China.

A @3t F FATAT T Fetiesh hr gfaeae’ 319 TSI Tl — AT, AHATS, e, AT
HERTSE — U 78T dfew dfRas fATr g 39 fgaam ik AT T &1

MSME leaders on growth
fa&rE 9X MSME it & I

e In a chat with Raghuvir Srinivasan, Editor of BusinessLine, Srinivasagopalan
Rangarajan, CMD of Data Patterns (India), said despite decades of reliance on
imports, India’s private defence tech sector was beginning to assert itself, with
homegrown companies now building world-class systems from scratch.

BusinessLine & Hulgeh TR Afeares & @y ara<ha #, glaamaeiares ERrs,
CMD Data Patterns (India) 57 &gT o asif deh 3T feiRar & arasyg #Rd &1 sl &
cehetleh &1 319 Gg T TR H¥el oaT g, 3R et Faferar e gfoamsm & sav
Jonfarat IR WL

e He emphasised that for MSMEs to succeed, they must focus on the core idea they start
with and build deep expertise, rather than constantly shifting direction.

3egist SR Y gl foh MSMESs &I Al g1t & ol 379et AT e oX eare Shfgd aeet
1T 3R 303 Mg FAAvFar AHAd e AR, T 50 foh I AMAR &2 Igerd
W@l
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o “If it's not outstanding, you will be forgotten and remain just one of the other players,” he
cautioned.

“IIN UG IeAWAT L1 &, dl T 3o AT 3R Fael @ Benfeai 7§ & v oo &3,
3egiel YT

e Inthe panel discussion on defence manufacturing, Lt. Col. Velan, CEO of Elena Geo
Systems, added that India must move towards global standards at a par with the EU

and the U.S.
T&1T AT ) d7eT Tl 7, €. Felol dddd, CEO Elena Geo Systems =7 &gl T HRd Fl

EU 3iX U.S. St 3fRae® AT & 317 Se= anfeu|

e Ananth Narayanan, Founder & CEO of BRND.ME, said MSMEs had a critical role in
this ecosystem but should be cautious against scaling at the cost of fundamentals.

BRND.ME & T&UT9% 3R CEO 3dAd ARTIYIA 57 &gl b MSMEs &1 39 SahlTaTeH H
HEAYUT AT B, Afehet 3o¢ HANF dAeal Y A W RAFAR & § WrawreT @a11 @nigv|

o “Don’t confuse growth and unit economics. Don’t take too much capital. The
more capital you take, the more you need to return,” he added.

‘farer 3R e sHARTFH 1 aTerd o TS| Tgd AHAF Gl o of | = o
oA, 3T €Y aTaw YA Y, 3egiet SAlsT|

¢« He also noted that India was entering a decade where global consumer brands could
be built from the country, adding that technology is a “great equaliser” enabling global
access.

3ogiet Ig Y gl foh 3R U VA g2rdh & AT I @7 & Tal O dfRas Iusiierdr sisH
fafda fore ST aea & 3R wigafErh v “Age gHararg %‘a’raﬁa?q?‘:irmm%‘l

o “For %120, you can reach 20,000 pin codes in India. For $3, you can reach
almost any pin code in the U.S.,” said Mr. Narayanan.

“Z120 H 319 IR & 20,000 ﬁamﬁq-g"iraar&%l $3 3 31T STaTe7aT fondT ot
U.s.ﬁaaﬂga%qgﬂﬂaﬁ%,”sﬁﬂmmﬂﬁml

Public-private collaboration & supply chains

e fore-fash wgaer 3 arqfet s@en

e A session on MSMEs and Make in India highlighted the need for stronger public-
private collaboration, better access to capital, and policy stability to enhance
global competitiveness.

MSMEs 3R A% §a1 a1 X voh T A T farsh-forsht FeaTr, Gl a& g 9§,

3R AT & ReRar A ST Rd W IR Gz 2 Sraw 3Ras sfawas’ swar e

e Vijay Peri, VP — India Industrials at Zetwerk, told M. Ramesh, Consulting Editor,
BusinessLine, “India isn’t just an alternative to China... the current geopolitical climate is
giving us urgency. Global players are actively diversifying supply chains.”

Zetwerk & VP — India Industrials fasr& 98 & M. Ramesh, Consulting Editor,
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BusinessLine &l ST, ‘AR % de FT fAFeq o181 §... adATT HIr=iiae ATgler g
AT & T &1 ARaeh RSy afthT 9 3 amqfef sf@enait 1 Rfefieor Fy @ 1

¢ Rohit Punja, Administrator, Nitte Education Trust, closed the conclave by underlining
the role of MSMEs in building India’s industrial future.

Nitte Education Trust & J=IT8e Afgel JUTSIT o HFAST T HATIST Hid T MSMEs $r
AR & 3t sriasy faTor 31 siffen 1 Yaifea fama|

Carrying Rakesh Sharma’s
legacy forward, say Cong.
leaders of Shukla’s mission

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The Congress on Wednes-
day hailed the successful
launch of the Axiom-4
space mission carrying In-
dian astronaut Shubhan-
shu Shukla and said the na-
tion was proud of the
achievement.

““Touch the Sky with
Glory’. We welcome the
successful launch of the
space mission carrying as-
tronauts from India, Hun-
gary, Poland, and the US,”
Congress president Malli-
karjun Kharge said in a
post on X. He said after
Squadron Leader Rakesh
Sharma in 1984, Group
Captain Shukla was en
route to becoming the se-
cond Indian to travel to

Kharge hails the
astronaut’s
achievement; an
inspiration for every
Indian, says Rahul

space after 41 years.

“We pray for his suc-
cessful mission. The entire
nation is proud of this
achievement,” he said.

In a post on X, Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi said,
“A proud moment for ev-
ery Indian as Group Cap-
tain Shubhanshu Shukla
launches off on his journey
to the International Space
Station.”

“41 years after Squadron
Leader Rakesh Sharma be-
came the first Indian in
space, he now carries for-

ward that legacy, inspiring
every Indian,” he said,
wishing him and the team
a safe and successful
return.

The Congress, on its offi-
cial X handle, also said,
“Historic moment! Con-
gratulations to Group Cap-
tain Shubhanshu Shukla
and the international crew
on their successful space
mission launch!”

“Following  Squadron
Leader Rakesh Sharma’s
pioneering journey in
1984, Shubhanshu Shukla
is the second Indian to tra-
vel to space after 41 years.
We're incredibly proud of
him, representing India’s
growing presence in space
exploration! Wishing them
a safe and successful jour-

1

ney to the cosmos!

Carrying Rakesh
Sharma’s legacy
forward, say
Cong. leaders of
Shukla’s
mission

A AAT FHY
faraa &Y mar o
SATe aTel, YFT &
fArere aT FarT
stan3it iy gfafear

The Congress on
Wednesday hailed the
successful launch of
the Axiom-4 space
mission carrying
Indian astronaut
Shubhanshu Shukla
and said the nation
was proud of the
achievement.

TUAR Y FAT
AR 3rafaT ar=h

AT YFT F AT Axiom-4 Tt Y Wher dleer Y gorwT 1 3T FeT B or 3w 3wafey

9T faa 2

e “Touch the Sky with Glory’. We welcome the successful launch of the space mission
carrying astronauts from India, Hungary, Poland, and the US,” Congress president
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Mallikarjun Kharge said in a post on X.
“Touch the Sky with Glory’. 7 #Rd, &I, 9rels 31X Fua & 37afer AT 1 da

TR T el diee T FAET d 8, FIAW JETeT AfATHoT T3 o X TR GIEe # gl |
e He said after Squadron Leader Rakesh Sharma in 1984, Group Captain Shukla was
en route to becoming the second Indian to travel to space after 41 years.

3egiel heT foh 1984 F TFATZeT ofIST T2 AT & dlc;, PT FeeaT YFar 41 T & HATT F
a1 JARET 7 ST aTel GAY HRAT Tofol T 3N E |

o “We pray for his successful mission. The entire nation is proud of this achievement,”
he said.

“GH 3119 el TR & foIT TTeiell &hdd § | I8 I &2 58 3Uafed I a1fdd §,” 3eg 1o

e |

e Inaposton X, Congress leader Rahul Gandhi said, “A proud moment for every Indian
as Group Captain Shubhanshu Shukla launches off on his journey to the
International Space Station.”

X I HIAF AT Tger el o7 Forg, “Ig §X SRAT 3 ToIT Ueh I 7 707 8, ST I e
QAT YFT AT HARET FAA o TeTT 370el T Y& I & 17
o “41 years after Squadron Leader Rakesh Sharma became the first Indian in space,

he now carries forward that legacy, inspiring every Indian,” he said, wishing him and the
team a safe and successful return.

“41 | q1E TFATZT 15T THA AAT R & Tgoll IR IARET Tel & 916, 376 ag 39
fAraa &1 3mY 96T 1@ 8, ST 5 AR A1 U Rl 8, 36l oo 3R & oy g 3k
TS AT T HFHATT & |

o The Congress, on its official X handle, also said, “Historic moment! Congratulations to

Group Captain Shubhanshu Shukla and the international crew on their successful
space mission launch!”

I 7 3191 e X g5 9¥ o foran, “Afaerias aTor! I Feeer Qeme] e 3R
HATSET & I 3oTehT Ahe HARET R A & forw Fems!”

e “Following Squadron Leader Rakesh Sharma’s pioneering journey in 1984,
Shubhanshu Shukla is the second Indian to travel to space after 41 years. We're

incredibly proud of him, representing India’s growing presence in space exploration!
Wishing them a safe and successful journey to the cosmos!”

“1984 3 TFATZ ST T2 AAT T 30T ITAT o ST, ST YT 41 TT TTE GHU
AR § ST ARSI H ST IQ & | §H 37 W 986 I Il &, oI AR H Fgd! 3ufegfa &1
Fafet e 7 TeRid Ad 81 3¢ QAT 3R awer et ATaT T Qerenra=a!”

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page6o

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

©

w

atriotic (1

Pathshala
www.patrioticias.in

Swiss
remini

9]

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Matthias Huss of ETH Zurich and glacier
monitoring group GLAMOS at the Rhone Glacier
near Goms, Switzerland, on June 10, 2025. AP

Swiss glaciers
show holes
reminiscent
of cheese

GS Paper llI: Environment

Associated Press

Climate change appears to be making
some of Switzerland’s vaunted glaciers
look like Swiss cheese: full of holes.

Matthias Huss of the glacier monitoring
group GLAMOS offered a glimpse of the
Rhone Glacier, which feeds the
eponymous river that flows through
Switzerland and France to the
Mediterranean, and shared the
observation as he trekked up to the icy
expanse for a first “maintenance mission”
of the summer to monitor its health.

Switzerland’s glaciers came into stark
and dramatic view of the international
community last month when a mudslide
from an Alpine mountain submerged the
southwestern village of Blatten.

The Alps and Switzerland have seen
glaciers retreat for about 170 years, but
with ups and downs over time until the
1980s, Huss said. Since then, the decline
has been steady, with 2022 and 2023 the
worst of all.

“Now, this year also doesn’t look good,
so we see we have a clear acceleration
trend in the melting of glaciers,” said
Huss, who also is a lecturer at the Federal
Institute of Technology in Zurich, ETHZ,
said in beaming sunshine and with slushy
ice dripping underfoot.

A healthy glacier is considered
“dynamic,” by generating new ice as snow
falls on it at higher elevations while
melting at lower altitudes. The losses in

glaciers show holes
scent of cheese

CONTACT: 9971932488

The lack of regeneration is the
most likely process behind the
holes, seemingly caused by water
turbulence at the bottom of the
glacier or air flows through gaps
that appear inside the ice

mass at lower levels are compensated by
gains above.

As a warming climate pushes up the
melting to higher altitudes, such flows will
slow down or even stop altogether and
the glacier will essentially become “an ice
patch that is just lying there,” Huss said.

“This is a situation we are seeing more
and more often on our glaciers: that the
ice is just not dynamic anymore,” he said.
“It’s just resting there and melting down
in place.”

This lack of dynamic regeneration is
the most likely process behind the
emergence and persistence of holes,
seemingly caused by water turbulence at
the bottom of the glacier or air flows
through the gaps that appear inside the
blocks of ice, Huss said.

“First the holes appear in the middle,
and then they grow and grow, and
suddenly the roof of these holes is
starting to collapse,” he said. “Then these
holes get visible from the surface. These
holes weren’t known so well a few years
ago, but now we are seeing them more
often.”

Such an affected glacier, he said, “is a
Swiss cheese that is getting more holes
everywhere, and these holes are
collapsing — and it’s not good for the
glacier”

Richard Alley, a geosciences professor
and glaciologist at Penn State University,
noted that glacier shrinkage has
consequences for agriculture, fisheries,
drinking water levels, and border
tensions.

“Biggest worries with mountain
glaciers may be water issues. Now, the
shrinking glaciers are supporting
summertime (often the dry season) flows
that are anomalously higher than normal,
but this will be replaced as glaciers
disappear with anomalously low flows,”
he said. For Switzerland, another possible
casualty is electricity: the Alpine country
gets the vast majority of its power through
hydroelectric plants driven from its lakes
and rivers, and wide-scale glacier melt
could jeopardise that.
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Rag @A s AV dccEa M Aaa @

Climate change appears to be making some of Switzerland’s vaunted glaciers
look like Swiss cheese: full of holes.

Sreraryg aRads & fFagoreds & afqy 7R s aw i ot fews o9h §: 3 @
CRUEE]

Matthias Huss of the glacier monitoring group GLAMOS offered a glimpse of the
Rhone Glacier, which feeds the eponymous river flowing through Switzerland and
France to the Mediterranean, during the first “maintenance mission” of the summer.

vﬁfﬂwﬁiﬁtﬂﬁgqemmos%ﬂﬁwmgwﬁﬁﬁé:ﬁ“w-mﬁam”*
&TeT Rhone Glacier & 3delieret {3, St fRagarels 3R i ¥ gl o7eT 9K a&
gt arall 56T Rhone &1 9IS T g1

Switzerland’s glaciers came into stark view last month when a mudslide from an Alpine
mountain submerged the southwestern village of Blatten.

e FES, 3TecH T TgTst ¥ 3TS s varg = Slaor-ufRas ) oM sarest &I gar f&a,
m@mmwaﬁrmmwgél

The Alps and Switzerland have seen glaciers retreat for about 170 years, but with ups
and downs until the 1980s.

3Teeq 3R Faesels & TafRIR aererar 170 a6t & NS g W] &, AfhaT 1980 & g d
SHH 3dR-98d i W 1T |

Since the 1980s, the decline has been steady, with 2022 and 2023 the worst of all.
1980 & &F & 91, IRTac AT W, 5 ga 2022 3 2023 g @UT 9§ |

“Now, this year also doesn’t look good, so we see we have a clear acceleration trend
in the melting of glaciers,” said Huss.

‘= v off RRufS sree af wereh, saforw g7 7T & Rge F rese Ash @ w &

ged ¥ gl
A healthy glacier is dynamic, generating new ice higher up and melting lower down;
losses at lower levels are compensated by gains above.

T T TR aifaefier giar §—39d sement H 9 Fotch & 3R Ao fReat # Raerd
&, M & TohaTT T S A Tod I I AT ST

As warming climate pushes melting to higher altitudes, these flows will slow down or
even stop, and the glacier becomes an ice patch lying there, said Huss.

SHO-S1E 3197 BYelT STerary TerelTd 1 3l Femsat ek of ST 8, 3 g oo a1 3 Have o,
3R 7RI T FT T THIT oo 1§ STl &, 53 o g

This lack of dynamic regeneration is likely behind the emergence and persistence of
holes, caused by water turbulence at the bottom or air flows through gaps in ice blocks.
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TTTcIeieT Getoteter Y FHAY & HNOT T I B ToTdd R TURN 81 8, ST TR & el & ST
ATt AT it & Seilen! # arg AR & Iedee gt
o “First the holes appear in the middle, and then they grow... and the roof of these holes

begins to collapse... These holes weren’t known so well a few years ago, but now we are
seeing them more.”

T TEel I B I H T 8, T gt 8, R 57 el B o e oerelr 8. o e
UES A B¢ ge fe@rs gl & &, AfeheT 319 g ¢ AMF L@ R &I

e Such an affected glacier is a Swiss cheese getting more holes; “and it's not good for the
glacier.”

THT TS TR T faw e 3R a7 a1 e A A dg a7 @ 8“3 T8
TR & fov s AT &1

¢ Richard Alley, geosciences professor at Penn State, noted glacier shrinkage affects
agriculture, fisheries, drinking water, and border tensions.

UeT T Tavafdearera & sfiaeie ihaR Ras 3rel o e & TR psa @ i, Ay
91, Sgter 3R HAT ga1a genfad gier

e He warned that while shrinking glaciers now support higher summertime flows,
eventually these will be replaced with anomalously low flows, impacting water
availability.

3egiet Aaet & fo Rgse TR fhesrer aelf & #twer 31 a1t Srer ware & 8, ofset
37dd: A IEIH FHATART TF § FH Y418 &1 04T, T STl T ITTsdr T ad gren |

e For Switzerland, another casualty could be electricity; most power is from
hydroelectric plants, which glacier melt could jeopardise.

acatals & T v 3R wAEdT I5 6 3HT Jrftremier sl srafagga @& @ 3 g,
3R 7R & g & I8 Sf@# & 935 Fdr g
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Qua]]ﬁed cheer

Shukla’s paid flight to ISS will provide
insight on human space flight

t noon on June 25 (IST), India’s Shubhan-
A shu Shukla lifted off with three other as-

tronauts from NASA’s Florida spaceport
to the International Space Station (ISS) as part of
the Axiom-4 commercial mission. This is the first
time an Indian has gone to orbital space since Ra-
kesh Sharma in 1984. If the Dragon crew capsule
docks successfully with the 1SS on June 26, Mr.
Shukla will also become the first Indian onboard
the ISS. Over the next two weeks, he and the ISS
crew will perform a suite of experiments carried
by the Axiom-4 mission, including eight from the
Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO). Mr.
Shukla is among the leading candidates to fly in
India’s maiden human space flight mission, Gaga-
nyaan, currently slated for 2027. For now, the De-
partment of Space has not articulated the rea-
sons for spending ¥548 crore to buy Mr. Shukla’s
seat on Axiom-4. Against the backdrop of the
720,200-crore budget for Gaganyaan, Mr. Shuk-
la’s paid flight to the ISS, packaged along with ad-
vanced training for him and back-up crewmate
Prasanth Nair, will give India considerable insight
into human space flight and how it is coordinated
ahead of mounting its own astronaut expedi-
tions, regardless of the money spent. However,
this does not spare the Department of Space and
ISRO from communicating the rationale and ex-
tent of these benefits, which has yet to happen.

Space flight has changed considerably bet-

ween Mr. Sharma’s and Mr. Shukla’s flights: the
stakes today are multidimensional and more de-
manding. Axiom is a private entity contracted
with NASA and SpaceX, and which sells seats to
commercial missions to the ISS. But uncertainties
linger over NASA’s future access to the Dragon
crew capsules following Elon Musk’s spat with
U.S. President Donald Trump. The effects of Mr.
Trump’s tariffs and his willingness to honour pre-
decessor Joe Biden’s commitments to India, gi-
ven the major budget cuts he has proposed for
2026, are also unclear. And the ISS is set to be de-
commissioned by 2030. In this world, the future
of India’s own space programme is caught bet-
ween multiple futures. NASA and private U.S.
companies, including Blue Origin, have said they
would like to use Gaganyaan technologies in fu-
ture missions as part of strengthening U.S.-India
ties in the space sector. But even as the country
balances commercial with public sector needs, it
needs to remain a relevant provider of space
flight services. The Indian government has sig-
nalled that it is willing to take positive steps to
bolster the private sector but which, thus far,
have been inadequate. Thus, once Mr. Shukla re-
turns, ISRO’s to-do list will move to the next big
challenge even as public expectations of it, in-
cluding transparent communication, will soar.

Qualified cheer: On Shubhanshu Shukla,
Axiom-4 mission

AT 3THTE: YHTY YFIT, TFHHTHA-4 AT 1

At noon on June 25, 2025 (IST), India’s Shubhanshu
Shukla lifted off with three other astronauts from NASA'’s
Florida spaceport to the International Space Station (ISS)
as part of the Axiom-4 commercial mission.

25 ST 2025 (IST) FY STET 3 R & YT Yl o ofleT 3T
3rafter TIHAT & A1y NASA & Felifsr TH9E & eaRTSET
3TaRaT TUA (ISS) 1 3T Axiom-4 aifOIfoas AU & dgd

381 {11

o This is the first time an Indian has gone to orbital space since
Rakesh Sharma in 1984.

TE 1984 H [HT AT F §IC Ugell IR & 519 IS HRAT H&lT H AT & |

o |f the Dragon crew capsule docks successfully with the ISS on
June 26, Mr. Shukla will also become the first Indian onboard the
ISS.

319 26 ST T 39T F FCHT HholdTqah ISS H 5[5 STl &, o A
QT ISS X UgHa aTel Ugel IRAI 811 et STl

e Over the next two weeks, he and the ISS crew will perform a
suite of experiments carried by the Axiom-4 mission, including eight
from the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO).

33Tl &Y FedTgl #, 98 3R 1SS TTeh g Axiom-4 fR2IeT gaRT 1T 37T
YA Y IHSATH 31, feTH & 316 ISRO GaRT A T |
e Mr. Shukla is among the leading candidates to fly in India’s

maiden human space flight mission, Gaganyaan, currently slated for
2027.

A YFIT R oh Tgol AT IARET 37T (AL AT (1Y TheTgTel
2027 & fore fAeRa §) & 97q@ 3FHcart # & v &

e For now, the Department of Space has not articulated the
reasons for spending ¥548 crore to buy Mr. Shukla’s seat on Axiom-
4.

Tohorgrer, 3rafar fasmmar 1 40 gerelr &1 Axiom-4 i< & T ¥548 FS T Hlel &I HROT

Tose JAgt [T g
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Against the backdrop of the ¥20,200-crore budget for Gaganyaan, Mr. Shukla’s paid
flight to the ISS, packaged along with advanced training for him and back-up crewmate
Prasanth Nair, will give India considerable insight into human space flight and how it
is coordinated.

20,200 3 & IETIATT Fo1e T Jea3{fA H, AT YeFell T ISS & AT [T Y 715 3371,
3eTeh 3T F3TT HACT AT AT o ToIT Seeter UTAGTOT Agd, TR T AT HARET 331
3R 3R AT ufRaAT i gAica SRR &3

However, this does not spare the Department of Space and ISRO from communicating
the rationale and extent of these benefits, which has yet to happen.

gTeTiTah, Ig 3rafeT Fstmer 31X ISRO &Y 2o7 arsit Y surear 31 3ifReT Tuse e & 18T
RYehell, ST 379 Teh =T8T g1 81

Changes in Human Space Flight Context
AT HARET 33 F e F dgdd

Space flight has changed considerably between Mr. Sharma’s and Mr. Shukla’s flights:
the stakes today are multidimensional and more demanding.

AT QAT IR A e T 31T & T HARET 33T 7 1T Teel1d AT 8- 37T & FAT A
SR FgImArE 3R 310 sfee ¢

Axiom is a private entity contracted with NASA and SpaceX, and sells seats to
commercial missions to the ISS.

Axiom T forsft §FT § ST NASA 31X SpaceX @ 37(aftid ¢ 3R 1SS & arforfoas femsit
& forT @fiE S 81

But uncertainties linger over NASA'’s future access to the Dragon crew capsules
following Elon Musk’s spat with U.S. President Donald Trump.

ifereT weret A R FARST Tegafar stares €0 & i faag & T NASA it o
TR ok HIIT T TgT T oo 3T RTAATT Fa71 €5 &l
The effects of Mr. Trump’s tariffs and his willingness to honour predecessor Joe

Biden’s commitments to India, given the major budget cuts proposed for 2026, are
also unclear.

2026 & foT yFaTiad 73 FoTe Fekdl AT T §U, 4 €T F ek 3R AR F AHT A

arEse Y ufaaaeransit Ht s it et sToT 1 vwra o Tose 7@
The ISS is set to be decommissioned by 2030.
ISS FT 2030 TF §ToA 1 Astell B

Implications for India’s Space Programme

AR & HdNeT FRIFH & T gaqT
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e In this world, the future of India’s own space programme is caught between multiple
futures.

wqﬁqeuﬁwwmmmma%#mﬁam%aﬁaw?ﬂ%l

¢ NASA and private U.S. companies, including Blue Origin, have said they would like to
use Gaganyaan technologies in future missions to strengthen U.S.-India ties in the
space sector.

NASA 31 3R sl wafaar (o1 s 3R & g1 8 o 3 mereranT viemffeat
3T SIS & AR 3 FAT arEeh § anfer 3iaRat arF #F sa-3rReT daul F Asag
e ST Ee |

o But even as the country balances commercial with public sector needs, it needs to
remain a relevant provider of space flight services.

et 221 a1 aferfoae 3K Araifare a1 it sraeawast  Fee ad gu, siafeT 355
Qar3it 1 T I FETAT Ta TGl ST 8

o The Indian government has signalled that it is willing to take positive steps to bolster
the private sector, but these steps have so far been inadequate.

HRAT TR o Hehd 16T & Toh ag farsit 81 Y AT 3 & [oU ¥FRIHE FeH 3o
I IR &, AfeheT 319 doh A YA I9ATeT IR B |

e Thus, once Mr. Shukla returns, ISRO’s to-do list will move to the next big challenge
even as public expectations, including transparent communication, will soar.

SATT ST AT QeFell oI, ISRO Y FIRIFT 31976l F8Y Failelt v 3T w¢al, agh Stavar H
39eTTY, fi73 aReRft Hare of nfAer &, STaas T W ggah|
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India may retaliate against U.S. if
talks on steel, aluminium tariffs fail

P L L T ey epp—— i

1GS Paper lll: External Sector

Amiii Sen
NEW DELHI

India is keeping the option
of retaliatory  action
against the U.S. open at the
World Trade Organization
(WTOQ), should the ongoing
bilateral trade agreement
(BTA) discussions fail to
yield a favourable resolu-
tion on America’s sectoral
tariffs on steel and alumini-
um imports.

However, New Delhi is
unlikely to initiate any ac-
tion while the negotiations
are in progress, according
to a source familiar with
the matter.

“It is not the right thing
to impose retaliatory tariffs

India—U.S. Steel and Aluminium Tariff Talks

U.S. doubled tariff on steel and
aluminium to 50%.

right now on the U.S. while
the BTA talks are on and all
issues are on the table, in-
cluding the sector-specific
tariffs. But India wants the
option of retaliation open
as it does not know what
the outcome of the talks

would be,” a source track-
ing the matter told
businessline.

When 25% tariffs on
steel and 10% on alumini-
um were imposed in 2018
during President Donald
Trump’s first stint, a year
later India levied recipro-
cal tariffs on 28 products
exported by the U.S., in-
cluding apples, walnuts
and lentils. Most of these
duties were rolled back in
2023 when the Biden ad-
ministration partly lifted
duty restrictions on India
through quotas.

For the moment, India
and the U.S. are hard at
work to reach an interim
trade deal by July 9, when

HRT-3ART T8 3R vegfAfags R arat

India is keeping the option of retaliatory action against the U.S. open at the World
Trade Organization (WTO), should the ongoing bilateral trade agreement (BTA)
discussions fail to yield a favourable resolution on America’s sectoral tariffs on
steel and aluminium imports.

R 32T AR Hered (WTO) # /AR & e UfaeRIcAs F1iarE & RFea i
T 1@ T ¢, 3T gfavehsr samar wwsilar (BTA) arat e 3k vegfafaast smama w
AR F AT LRE IR ITher FAT g1 & el 21

the 90-day pause on reci-
procal tariffs announced
by Mr. Trump ends.

Trade push

New Delhi is not just fo-
cussed on getting the 26%
reciprocal tariffs, including
the 10% baseline levies, re-
versed; it also wants secto-
ral tariffs on steel and alu-
minium as also on
automobiles addressed,
the source said.

On March 12, the U.S.
applied a 25% tariff on im-
ports of steel and alumini-
um products from all coun-
tries, including India; and
then increased it to 50%.

(The writer is with The
Hindu businessline)

o However, New Delhi is unlikely to initiate any action while the negotiations are in
progress, according to a source familiar with the matter.

glelifeh, HIH ¥ IRTIT Ueh I o AN, ATATE AR ot cleh 7% fereelt frelt Fiars #r
LEHTA T FHTTAT g T
e “ltis not the right thing to impose retaliatory tariffs right now on the U.S. while the BTA

talks are on and all issues are on the table, including the sector-specific tariffs. But India
wants the option of retaliation open as it does not know what the outcome of the talks
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would be,” a source tracking the matter told businessline.

“BTA ATl ol W1 8 IR @l Heg—Toras & 7-fady INw o enfae §—==n # €, safew
378t IR W fRIcH® SR oo 3fra a1t 19| fehet R 58 fashod 1 gelr
TGAT AT § TR 38 ardT & IR 1 0T 781 8, A7 erseT 1 U T of a1

When 25% tariffs on steel and 10% on aluminium were imposed in 2018 during
President Donald Trump’s first stint, a year later India levied reciprocal tariffs on 28
U.S. products, including apples, walnuts and lentils.

ST 2018 # [regafer SXATes € & Tgol HRIHTC o GNIel Tl W 25% R Tegfafaas w
10% ERE ST 31T, Y Teh AT 816 AR  JARST F 28 IcUEl— |, I@e 31T
AYX—R IREIR Yo T

Most of these duties were rolled back in 2023 when the Biden administration partly
lifted duty restrictions on India through quotas.

ST 3TTRIhTET Qoehl T 2023 F AW o AT 7T, 519 ST WATHT = FHIT YOI o HAEIH
¥ AR TR o9TTS 15 3T WAt & Ser &

For the moment, India and the U.S. are hard at work to reach an interim trade deal by
July 9, when the 90-day pause on reciprocal tariffs announced by Mr. Trump ends.

TohoTeTer, #TR 3R AR Ueh FARA SATIR THAHANAT 9 SIS Toh el ohl HITAA AT
g, ST #ff €7 g@RT G 90-fee it Ak TATCT &1 W B

Trade Push from New Delhi

o5 fael &Y sgai® qge

New Delhi is not just focussed on getting the 26% reciprocal tariffs, including the 10%
baseline levies, reversed; it also wants sectoral tariffs on steel and aluminium as
also on automobiles addressed, the source said.

TS feoell 3T 3682 el 26% TREINF Yo (T 10% TR A TfAT §) Y
T AET §; 9% T AN TeAfATRTa & WrU-a AeAaTs W T arel e AR

FHATUTS Y el &, G o el
On March 12, the U.S. applied a 25% tariff on imports of steel and aluminium
products from all countries, including India; and then increased it to 50%.

12 AT 1 AR o el G (R Afge) @ T 3R vegfAfags seumel F 3maa w
25% ek oI, ST A 38 50% o< aoT fem arar|
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OPINION

Ron Bousso
LONDON

The contained move in oil
prices during the Israel-
Iran war highlights the in-
creasing efficiency of ener-
gy markets and fundamen-
tal changes to global crude
supply, suggesting that
Middle East politics will no
longer be the dominant
force in oil markets they
once were.

The jump in oil prices
following Israel’s surprise
attack on Iran was mea-
ningful but relatively mod-
est considering the high
stakes involved in the con-
flict between the Middle
East rivals. Benchmark
Brent crude prices, often
considered a gauge for geo-

9]

CONTACT: 9971932488

low $70 a barrel on June 12,
the day before Israel’s in-
itial attack, to a peak of
$81.40 on June 23 following
the United States’ strikes
on Iranian nuclear facili-
ties.

Prices, however,
dropped sharply that same
day after it became clear
Iran’s retaliation against
Washington - a well-tele-
graphed attack on a U.S.
military base in Qatar that
caused limited damage -
was essentially an act of
de-escalation. Prices then
fell to below pre-war levels
at $67 on Tuesday after
US. President Donald
Trump announced that Is-
rael and Iran had agreed to
a ceasefire.

The doomsday scenario
for energy markets - Iran
blocking the Strait of Hor-
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vious tensions in the re-
gion. The 1973 Arab oil em-
bargo led to a near
quadrupling of oil prices.
Disruption to Iranian oil
output following the 1979
revolution led to a dou-
bling of spot prices. Iraq’s
invasion of neighbouring
Kuwait in August 1990
caused the price of Brent
crude to double to $40 a

& barrel by mid-October.

Ocean of oil: A drone view shows a portion of the crude oil tank farm in Midland, Texas, U.S. REUTERS

muz, through which nearly
20% of the world’s oil and
gas supplies pass - did not
occur. In fact, there was al-
most no disruption to
flows out of the Middle
East throughout the dura-

tion of the conflict.

So, for the time being, it
looks like markets were
right not to panic.

Shrinking risk premium
The moderate 15% low-to-

high swing during this con-
flict suggests oil traders
and investors have slashed
the risk premium for geo-
political tensions in the
Middle East. Consider the
impact on prices of pre-

And the start of the second
Gulf war in 2003 led to a
46% surge in prices.

Market reaction
While many of these sup-
ply disruptions - with the
exception of the oil embar-
go - ended up being brief,
markets reacted violently.
One needs to be careful
when comparing conflicts
because each is unique,
but the oil market’s res-

Israel-Iran War and Oil Market Response

SORTSA-$TT Jatr 3R e S it wfafdar

The contained move in oil prices during the Israel-lran war highlights the
increasing efficiency of energy markets and fundamental changes to global crude
supply, suggesting that Middle East politics will no longer be the dominant force
in oil markets they once were.

FAUSA-EUT Jo o & aRTeT et 1 hrerat 7 AT FeIad 77 gaufch ¢ fr st aem
HTAH FUel 8 71T § R AR e Ao Ay 3yt & FAfos aRade go d, Fwd s aey
qd T TSI gg o Y o e deirR 1 fa ¥ w18t w1 areedh

ponse to major disruptions
in the Middle East has - in
percentage terms, at least -
progressively diminished
in recent decades.

Sense and sensibility
There are multiple poten-
tial explanations for this
change in the perceived va-
lue of the Middle East risk
premium.

First, markets may
simply be more rational
than in the past given ac-
cess to better news, data
and technology.

Investors have become
extremely savvy in keeping
tabs on nearlive energy
market conditions. Using
satellite ship tracking and
aerial images of oilfields,
ports and refineries, trad-
ers can monitor oil and gas
production and transpor-
tation, enabling them to

better understand supply
and demand balances than
was possible in previous
decades.

In this latest conflict,
markets certainly respond-
ed rationally. The risk of a
supply  disruption in-
creased, so prices did as
well, but not excessively
because there were signifi-
cant doubts about Iran’s
actual ability or willing-
ness to disrupt maritime
activity over a long period
of time.

Another explanation for
the limited price moves
could be that producers in
the region - again, rational
actors - learned from pre-
vious conflicts and res-
ponded in kind by building
alternative export routes
and storage to limit the im-
pact of any disruption in
the Gulf.

e The jump in oil prices following Israel’s surprise attack on Iran was meaningful but
relatively modest considering the high stakes involved in the conflict between the
Middle East rivals.

SIS GANT $U W IS FHAT [hU STl & 16 el Y HAAT 7 TSt Ageayor o,
ofehet #eT g & yfdegefadl & < 327 @A FI 4G §U Tg Joelcas &9 & Afel

o

e Benchmark Brent crude prices, often considered a gauge for geopolitical risk, rose
from below $70 a barrel on June 12, the day before Israel’s initial attack, to a peak of
$81.40 on June 23 following the United States’ strikes on Iranian nuclear facilities.

STHTE §¢ F3 FA, [Si¢ 3oFaR sRrareifare SR T Hahas AT ST 8, 12 5[ Hr

$70 gfer e A F7 A TG, 23 S HI $81.40 Tk T 1, SiY b IrARGHT g &l
TREATY] fEHIT T gH & 1 g3 |
o Prices, however, dropped sharply that same day after it became clear Iran’s retaliation

against Washington — a well-telegraphed attack on a U.S. military base in Qatar
that caused limited damage — was essentially an act of de-escalation.

gTelifeh, 3T f&eT A Aol & TR 315 19 7g Tvc g3 foh 1 1 AR & e
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wfafdar — St i Fav & 3rARST A= 3133 W ygar ¥ 9f¥a govem a1 3R 5@ difda

THUI EHT — AT A TATT 3 A $T FEH 27|
Prices then fell to below pre-war levels at $67 on Tuesday after U.S. President
Donald Trump announced that Israel and Iran had agreed to a ceasefire.

$HS 16 HIA I A Tgd F Fal § off A Pt Arerar Y $67 qqu‘ir:n‘s‘a-q'
AR Tegafay Steres €0 oF Tivor T o germse 3R §e JeuTavH W gHd 81 AT |

The doomsday scenario for energy markets — Iran blocking the Strait of Hormuz,
through which nearly 20% of the world’s oil and gas supplies pass — did not occur.

Foll ST o ToIT W a7 G — ATeA $T GaRT BT STASHTHEY Y HITCH e,
STET W GerdT T SaTsTeT 20% Al 3R A et IR & — areeta 7 g g3
In fact, there was almost no disruption to flows out of the Middle East throughout the
duration of the conflict.

aredd &, W i gt Iraftr & Shrer wew g @ Qe 3myfel F worsrer FI§ swqUra A
3T
So, for the time being, it looks like markets were right not to panic.

safaT, frergTel U1 Udid 81T & b STeTRY T Se_T=IT "e oTer 4T|

Shrinking Risk Premium

azmgansm@wm

The moderate 15% low-to-high swing during this conflict suggests oil traders and
investors have slashed the risk premium for geopolitical tensions in the Middle
East.

58 HEY & GNTeT 15% Y AT gaftr Ig gl § & der sarmardy 3 fovders e qf
ST derd & foT @ e 1 a7 a0 g6 B

Consider the impact on prices of previous tensions in the region.

& H Ugol & dolal & SHRUT AT 9T THIT T &7 & |

The 1973 Arab oil embargo led to a near quadrupling of oil prices.

1973 & 3R del Sfaaer & da T AT T TR AT 56 375 A |

Disruption to Iranian oil output following the 1979 revolution led to a doubling of
spot prices.
1979 FY FHif & a1 ST AT 3TUTG A AT & HROT FUIE FIA QWL &1 715 Af|

Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait in August 1990 caused the price of Brent crude to double
to $40 a barrel by mid-October.

IITEA 1990 F S GANT FAd T ATHACT T oC F3 Y 1A ALT IFea? ad $40 g
el T QW & TS o

The start of the second Gulf war in 2003 led to a 46% surge in prices.

2003 # F@Y WIS eu $T ATIT § HAal & 46% A Jefer g5 2|
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Market Reaction

IoR i ufafear

While many of these supply disruptions — with the exception of the oil embargo —
ended up being brief, markets reacted violently.

ot JTfet Sqaemal # @ RN — A Gfaaer F BIFH — o7 8 IHeuHifas 1, W]
R & e gfafsar &

One needs to be careful when comparing conflicts because each is unique, but the oil
market’s response to major disruptions in the Middle East has — in percentage
terms — progressively diminished in recent decades.

HEST hl Jolell hic! FHIT WIAHTT HTaRTAF ¢ FiTeh g HE Ie9T gial 8, olfehet o
AT F AL qF A 93 YUl W et IR b1 gfafsrar gferera & fogrsr @ aomar ged
TS B

Sense and Sensibility

e farwer 3R FHEgEr

There are multiple potential explanations for this change in the perceived value of the
Middle East risk premium.

e qd @A RfATa H aron 7 aqara & F$ GH1fad FROT 8l Fhl B

First, markets may simply be more rational than in the past given access to better
news, data and technology.

TGN ShRUT Ig &1 Hehell ¢ foh ATSTR gt Y Jofall 7 A0 fardsqot g1 o1v § Fifeh 30¢
qEH FATIR, 32T 3R Aehelieh 1 Ig T T

Investors have become extremely savvy in keeping tabs on near-live energy market

conditions.
ﬁﬂmmmmmmmﬁﬁwmmﬁ@wam%l

Using satellite ship tracking and aerial images of oilfields, ports and refineries,

traders can monitor oil and gas production and transportation, enabling them to

better understand supply and demand balances than was possible in previous

decades.

3991 STETsT ¢ fhar 31 e &Y=, deamel iR Rwrsafat i gar$ syt F 37 =,
SR de 3R A Feureer iR aRase i FIRE FX T §, orew 3¢ amgfet sk A
T Il THS H gl § dga I ffereh g1
In this latest conflict, markets certainly responded rationally.

5H giforar §o & I9IRY A fARea v @ fdeqet afafear &

The risk of a supply disruption increased, so prices rose, but not excessively

because there were significant doubts about Iran’s actual ability or willingness to
disrupt maritime activity over a long period.
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e Another explanation for the limited price moves could be that producers in the
region — again, rational actors — learned from previous conflicts and responded in
kind by building alternative export routes and storage to limit the impact of any
disruption in the Gulf.

AT FAea 3aR-Tea 1 T 3R FROT T 8 Gohell & [ 817 & Seargan! — o i &
fawefier § — & oo st ¥ @aT 317 7w a7 7 frd) sft arem & vorg &) &7 = &
forT dsfeus faata At sik sisror giaure sorg)|

TOPICS COVERED (PCS Special)

1. George Orwell
SATst 3T

2. A trip down memory lane: Celebrating V.V. Kumar @ 90
Irel Y aifert # v A A FAR @ 90 F 3w
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Questions and Answers to the previous day’s
daily quiz: 1. Orwell was born here. Ans: India

2. Orwell is best known for these two books. Ans:
Animal Farm, 1984

3. This is a memoir of Orwell. Ans: Homage to
Catalonia

4. The context in which 'Orwellian’ is used. Ans: It
is used to describe totalitarian and
authoritarian social practices

ama:a:kmgsnm;a‘wa&a?rm#éﬁ?aﬁml

George Orwell
TSt 3aeT

Real name: Eric Arthur
Blair, born 25 June
1903 in Motihari, India
during British rule;
moved to England at
age one.

arEdfae o1 Eric
Arthur Blair 91, fSisTe1
STeH 25 ST 1903
Afaer), sRa & ffeer

o Father worked in the Indian Civil Service’s Opium Department and mother was

from Burma.

Fotah aT SR fafaer dar & v Romer & sRRa & 3R #ATar 9631t T 27
o Early years spent in England; educated at St. Cyprian’s, Wellington College, and

Eton via scholarship.

3+Th 99 & a¥ §3ols 7 &iq; [AST St. Cyprian’s, Wellington College 3R Eton &

w”rmfﬂtrwgél

Major Novels: Animal Farm & Nineteen Eighty-Four

YA 3YATH: Ufadd B 3R Asader vé-eR

e Animal Farm (1945) is a satirical allegory of Soviet communism through a farm

uprising.

Animal Farm (1945), ®1f3ad GFId1g WX Ueh sT93ATcHAS T ¢ oif B gl & Aregs

O TEdd fohar T g

e Nineteen Eighty-Four (1949) depicts a dystopian totalitarian world with themes of
surveillance, thought control, and propaganda (Big Brother, Newspeak,

Thoughtcrime).

Nineteen Eighty-Four (1949), T& fase srftismaerardr gforam &1 gaffar & fores foame,
fr=a fa==or 31 W= (Big Brother, Newspeak, Thoughtcrime) & fawa g1

Memoir: Homage to Catalonia
HEAIOT: Homage to Catalonia
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o  Written after fighting in the Spanish Civil War (Dec 1936-Jun 1937) as part of POUM
militia; published April 1938.

I% fahcer Spanish Civil War (fG#eR 1936—S[e1 1937) 7 POUM fafafrar & fged & &
# TS & a1, forely 915 oY, JehTfRI 3rdher 1938 # g5 o

o Offers afirsthand, critical view of factionalism, Stalinist betrayal of revolution, and
life in the trenches.

S °Ta® Jigea Tuy, Terfaaard o, 31T &7 & sfiaa &1 ucget 3R smaraacas
g g

e Marked a shift in his political outlook toward democratic socialism.

$H TohdTel o 3e7eh TSTeifeia §ISCahIuT 1 AlFdiNS FHTrAw 1 G2 7 #is &2

Orwellian: Meaning & Context

“Orwellian”: 31 3T geqst

e The adjective “Orwellian” describes totalitarian, authoritarian, or surveillant social
practices reminiscent of Nineteen Eighty-Four.

fRIvoT “Orwellian” 3+ FAARIFATE, ATATE A1 fAIRTelIqet Ao wemsit 1 qoie

AT & S Nineteen Eighty-Four & ¢ e €1

e Examples include government censorship, mass surveillance, propaganda, and
manipulation of language to control thought.

30T ¥ R SRR, gATHR AIREY, OR, 3T fRAERY ot Ag=or & fore s &
T

+ The concept remains relevant today amid debates on privacy, surveillance states,
and freedom of expression.

g HGUROT 31rot ) Y &, ST9 Muaigar, RaRme-tsa), 3R srfeaf@a i saaaar
W T8 ST B
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A trip down memory lane:
Celebratzng VV. Kumar @ 90

CHENNAI

It was an evening of cele- I am grateful for this
bration, filled with fasci- emotional meeting.
nating anecdotes and a I owe alot to Gopinath,
alp down memory lane who was my captain and
during the launch of a
book on former India leg- INCAILOL.
spinner VV. Kumar to I have great respect and
commemorate his 90th affection for my captain,
birthday. who gave me the

The book titled Cele- confidence in my first
brating V.V. Kumar @ 90 game
features articles from  Extra special: Gopinath presents a commemorative book to Kumar 0 G

former cricketers and oth-
er eminent personalities,
including G.R. Vishwanath
and S. Venkataraghavan.

It was released by C.D.
Gopinath, the only surviv-
ing member of India’s first
Test win in 1952 against En-
gland, with Kumar receiv-
ing the first copy.

“He [Kumar] and I
played together for several
years. He was a good team
man. He was not only very
popular but cheerful and
made a lot of people
laugh,” said Gopinath.

“His bowling was phe-
nomenal. He had so much
control over his bowling
that he could do anything

as part of the latter’s 90th birthday celebration. R. RAVINDRAN

he wanted. The way he
was dropped was unfair.

“He would have been
highly successful and won
a lot of matches for India,”
Gopinath added. Kumar
scalped a five-for on debut
against Pakistan in New
Delhi (1961) but played just
one more Test, versus En-
gland in Mumbai.

N. Ram, Director, The
Hindu Group, who has
written a chapter in the
book, highlighted Kumar’s
immense contribution to
domestic cricket despite
being overlooked by the
selectors.

In 129 First Class match-
es, Kumar scalped 599
wickets and was the first to
go past the 400-wicket
mark in the Ranji Trophy.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Kumar expressed his
gratitude for the friend-
ships he had forged during
his cricketing days.

“I am grateful for this
emotional meeting. I owe
a lot to Gopinath, who was
my captain and mentor.

“I have great respect
and affection for my cap-
tain, who gave me the con-
fidence in my first game,”
said Kumar.

“The next best thing
that happened to me was
always the company that I
had during my cricketing
days, whether it was in ju-
nior or State matches.

“The team moved as
one, and the days were
enjoyed.”

The idea for the book
originated from a conver-
sation among former Ta-
mil Nadu cricketers V.
Krishnaswamy, P. Mu-
kund, A.G. Satvinder
Singh, and P.R. Ramak-
rishnan, and was com-
piled by Partab Ram-
chand.

A trip drc;wn memory lane: C‘elebrating V.V. Kumar @ 90
Iret Y arforat 7 v I Al FAR @ 90 F 3cwa

It was an evening of celebration, filled with fascinating anecdotes and a trip down
memory lane during the launch of a book on former India leg-spinner V.V. Kumar
to commemorate his 90th birthday.
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Ig T STt Y Ao oY, Fraed O sl Qer-fPaert .t AR i 90t Il W v
forare & fasraer & Shret e fet 3 Fmel it g enfaer ot

o The book titled Celebrating V.V. Kumar @ 90 features articles from former cricketers
and other eminent personalities, including G.R. Vishwanath and S. Venkataraghavan.

Celebrating V.V. Kumar @ 90 2f¥e aTell 58 J&ce # Sit.3m. feaary 3k va.
deheraas Higd qd fhehel 3R 31 Y@ gRecal & ofg ATiae ¢ |

o It was released by C.D. Gopinath, the only surviving member of India’s first Test win in
1952 against England, with Kumar receiving the first copy.

s @8, M a3 FRY fFam, S 1952 # §9d3 & TS 4R i ggely e¥e Sa &
THATT NI TeET &, 3R FAR &1 36T agenr wiar fFel|

o “He [Kumar] and | played together for several years. He was a good team man. He was
not only very popular but cheerful and made a lot of people laugh,” said Gopinath.

TG 7 g, “GHe [FAR] 3R Het 58 ot qe @y G| 95 3<S &W e I Tg A
mmmammmammaﬁmﬁmw

e “His bowllng was phenomenal He had so much control over his bowling that he could
do anything he wanted. The way he was dropped was unfair.

“JoTehT ITcaTol AMIGR AT | 3o 3TTeiT IgaTell TR 3=l Iohs Y fh St arg X Tohd | 3¢
5 o @ &e @ a1ex foham vy, ag iR an)”

o “He would have been highly successful and won a lot of matches for India,” Gopinath

added. Kumar scalped a five-for on debut against Pakistan in New Delhi (1961) but
played just one more Test, versus England in Mumbai.

agagammmwa:ﬁmaréﬂashaﬁ IMRATY & SiST| FAR o 1961 & 7§
et 3 wifereare & & 319a 3o W urer fade frw & Qferet 38eh a1g hael Ua 31X
e Ha$ ¥ grdls ¥ Yo e

e N. Ram, Director, The Hindu Group, who has written a chapter in the book, highlighted

Kumar’'s immense contribution to domestic cricket despite being overlooked by the
selectors.

g 18g 7T forexren Uat. A, fSiegial 38 YEcieh H Teh eIy fom B, o Telehdi3il caRl
sTeR3{aTel fohU ST & STasg FAR %EW\W#WH#T@T%WI

e In 129 First Class matches, Kumar scalped 599 wickets and was the first to go past
the 400-wicket mark in the Ranji Trophy.

129 wyar Aoft FAt A FAR o 599 fade forw 31K g Torslt S 3 400 fade IR = arel
ggol dicaret Ul

e Speaking on the occasion, Kumar expressed his gratitude for the friendships he had
forged during his cricketing days.

S AR R Slelcd §UFAR = 379+ fohehfeaT &t ¥ st et o forw Fererem caerd H

o “l am grateful for this emotional meeting. | owe a lot to Gopinath, who was my captain
and mentor.
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“H 58 TG FeAThTA & T MR €1 # 319e e 3R ATt ardiary w1 agd 3memy
&

o “| have great respect and affection for my captain, who gave me the confidence in my
first game,” said Kumar.

“BY el o [T 7R G 7 70 FoaTet 3R W8 ¢, [Sigie g1 wgat A & aneafaearw
fem,” AR = e

o “The next best thing that happened to me was always the company that | had during my
cricketing days, whether it was in junior or State matches.

“P TOTT 37eTell He 37T STl AT T8 [T QT ST H{S 39T fohenfear feait & fAel, =g
98 SIfIe 81 AT T T A=)

e “The team moved as one, and the days were enjoyed.”
€ Tehole gleRY Wercl oY, 3R oY feret aget Mreearas 31"

e The idea for the book originated from a conversation among former Tamil Nadu

cricketers V. Krishnaswamy, P. Mukund, A.G. Satvinder Singh, and P.R.
Ramakrishnan, and was compiled by Partab Ramchand.

58 qEae I IRFevar qd affrererg frde a1, Feomearh, &, JEe, vsh. gafde R
3R 3R, AT H1 I W S A, IR 38 Tl WS ¥ Hewfordt fopa|
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