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Kerala Tourism hopes to cash in as grounded
UK. fighter sparks curiosity on social media
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PCS :
The Hindu Bureau 7" forms. One post said: “The  Zendaya and Tom Holland
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM grounded jet now refuses  visited Mumbai, their fans

After cashing in on the
popularity of Hollywood
stars Tom Holland and
Zendaya, co-stars of Spider
Man movies, Kerala Tou-
rism is now making hea-
dlines, thanks to the popu-
larity of an F-35B fighter jet
of the Royal Air Force
(RAF) of the United
Kingdom.

The fighter jet that made
an emergency landing at
the Thiruvananthapuram
international airport on
the night of June 14 re-
mains grounded, generat-
ing much hype and specu-
lation on online platforms.

Capitalising on the in-

Fodder for memes: The F-35 fighter jet of the U.K. Navy parked at
the Thiruvananthapuram International Airport. ANI

tense media interest, a so-
cial media post shared by
Kerala Tourism on X (for-
merly Twitter) on Wednes-
day says: “Kerala is a desti-
nation that you will never

want to leave,” against the
background of a picture of
the grounded F-35B.
Netizens were quick to
lap it up with a flood of
trolls on social media plat-

to start without coconut
oil.”

Another post advises
the U.S.-based Lockheed
Martin, which manufac-
tures the F-35B, to “never
let your jets get near Kera-
la.” The post was apparent-
ly mentioning the damage
happened to the reputa-
tion of the globally ac-
claimed jet manufacturer
in the U.S.

This is not the first time
that Kerala Tourism has
leveraged the popularity of
headline-grabbing  inci-
dents or people for brand
building.

In 2023, a day after cele-
brated Hollywood pair

in Kerala were left baffled
when a photo of the couple
enjoying a trip in Munnar
was posted by Kerala Tou-
rism on its social media
platform. Kerala Tourism
added the caption “Guess
who we spotted far away
from home?” with the pho-
tograph. However, neti-
zens were quick to spot
that the Hollywood stars
did not visit Munnar, but
the photo was from Boston
in the U.S., taken a year
ago.

According to statistics,
the U.K. and the U.S. con-
sistently rank as the top
two countries for foreign
tourist arrivals in Kerala.

Kerala Tourism hopes to cash in as grounded U.K. fighter
sparks curiosity on social media

I.F. & AT333 Brse] W Aiere AT W foramar qga & fier awa
R & 371G

Kerala Tourism is cashing in on the popularity of Hollywood stars Tom Holland
and Zendaya, co-stars of Spider-Man movies, and now making headlines due to
the popularity of an F-35B fighter jet of the Royal Air Force (RAF) of the United

Kingdom.

T TREA glellgs TR eI glais 3R SAsm, it Tursst-Aa Rrenl & wg-Femar g, A
AN TUAAAT T AT 33T a1 § 3N 3T FeI1ses fhersr Y I TI B (RAF) & F-35B
P ST Y ANH AT F FRoT A 7 21

e The fighter jet made an emergency landing at Thiruvananthapuram international
airport on the night of June 14 and remains grounded, generating hype and speculation
on social media.

Ig IS 1T 14 [ 1 T fATaaicaTqReT HaSET §aTs 333 T ITATARTIANT oA 139 &
Wmﬁmw%wmmmwwﬁmmwﬁwmgm%‘l
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Kerala Tourism shared a post on X (formerly Twitter) on Wednesday, saying: "Kerala
is a destination that you will never want to leave" with a background of the grounded
F-35B.

AR T X (qF # TFae) W I TREHA o F-35B & ShalT3s o Y GIEC T "3t T
TdqeT § for 3ma Fef ez a7t A
Netizens quickly reacted with a flood of trolls on social media platforms.
AfCT=H & I werer AT cAewiFd R Qew H 716 AT AN
One post joked that the grounded jet now refuses to start without coconut oil.
Teh 91 H HASTeh [haT 3137 foh 379 I A3 ST ATRIS o o 19T TIC o1e7 af 6T o

Another post advised the U.S.-based Lockheed Martin, maker of the F-35B, to "never
let your jets get near Kerala."

TF 3T Oiee # AR Rya dfFdis Afé, S F-35B JoTdT &, & Follg &7 915 % "3r9et
STH 1 F A F I T AR 1"

The post referred to the damage to the reputation of the globally acclaimed jet
manufacturer in the U.S.

59 9IEE H AR A 38 dRah T R IRy Sie fHATaT S afaser w1 gu har H
Toreh fera ara|

This is not the first time Kerala Tourism has used headline-grabbing incidents or
celebrities for brand promotion.

IE Igel AR AGT § o1 el TRoH of YrAAT TR aTell TeAT3HT AT gRedAl 1 39491 713
YR & foIw fRar gl

In 2023, after Hollywood stars Zendaya and Tom Holland visited Mumbai, Kerala
Tourism posted a photo of them in Munnar, confusing fans.

2023 #, 59 gleitgs AR Sisrar 3R e gfels & Fad &1 i foma, oY T A
HeoR H 3oTeh! MM T Teh It GFe A &, fSaa geraeh HiAdT g v
The caption read "Guess who we spotted far away from home?"

3 WHICT & el H ToT U7 "IHETST TSV gHa oY @ g fordd Sam?”

Netizens later clarified that the photo was from Boston, U.S., taken a year ago, and not
from Munnar.

ATESTed & d1g H TS fohaT foh Ig HIET FeeTR T g1 dioeh T AT Tgot AR &
qiEes F off 773 off|

According to statistics, the U.K. and U.S. are consistently the top two countries for
foreign tourist arrivals in Kerala.

HIH3I & 3TAR, I F. AR 0. TR el 7 et adesd Aerae & ofif ar qor 5= go
gl
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1. Toll rises to 11 in Mandi district as rain, flash floods
leave Himachal Pradesh battered

A fore H A el & FE&ar 11 quﬁ arfer 3t weler

FoIS ¥ RHATI YT da1g

2. Climats of Burgundy — UNESCO World Heritage Site
TS & FASACH — Toieh! [T eRigT ¥

3. Dalai Lama’s Succession Plan and China's Response

SATS ITHT Y 3AUTAHRR AT 3T et Y yfafwar

Page4

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 997193248
Website : patrioticias.in _



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Pilgrims’ progress: Devotees arrive at Baltal base campin Ganderbal Jammu and Kashmir on Wednesday ahead of the Amarnath Yatra
starting Thursday. IMRAN NISSAR
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Toll rises to 11 in Mandi district as rain, flash
ﬂoods leave Himachal Pradesh battered/

The Hindu Bureau
CHANDIGARH

At least 11 people have died
in separate incidents of
cloudburst and flash floods
triggered by a heavy spell
of rain in Mandi district of
Himachal Pradesh bet-
ween the intervening night
of Monday and Tuesday,
even as the rescue and
search operations conti-
nued on a war footing. At
least 40 people are missing
across the State in which
34 are in Mandi district
alone, which has been
among the worst hit, a go-
vernment report said.

The relentless monsoon
has brought the hill State to
its knees as several rivers
and rivulets are in spate,
disrupting normal life,
with as many as 16 inci-
dents of cloudburst, three
flash floods and one major

Nature’s fury: A view of the cloudburst-affected areas of Seraj Valley, in Mandi on Wednesday. AnI

landslip having occurred
across the State.

Since June 20, following
the onset of the monsoon
in Himachal Pradesh, at

least 28 people have lost
their lives in rain-related
incidents, which include
flash floods, cloudbursts,
drowning, and electrocu-

tion, till Wednesday, ac-
cording to the State’s emer-
gency response centre.
Mandi, Chamba, Hamir-
pur, Kinnaur, Kullu, and

[Explanation

ve been

badly affected Considera-
ble damage to life and pro-
perty has been reported
from these places. The
rains have damaged sever-
al roads, including national
and State highways, bridg-
es, vehicles, and various
kinds of buildings, causing
losses of crores of rupees.

Chief Minister Sukhvin-
der Singh Sukhu visited the
disaster-hit Syathi village in
Mandi, where he met and
interacted with families,
assuring them that the go-
vernment would extend all
possible assistance.

“There is a need to do
an in-depth study to ascer-
tain the reasons for land-
slides even at places having
solid strata. Never before
have there been 8-10 cloud-
bursts in a single night,”
Mr. Sukhu told pressper-
sons.

Toll rises to 11 in Mandi district as rain, flash floods leave
Himachal Pradesh battered

7S el & AT aral & g 11 aa?qg?fr arfier 3R welor Feas @
feHTae Ueer dare

At least 11 people have died in separate incidents of cloudburst and flash floods
triggered by a heavy spell of rain in Mandi district of Himachal Pradesh between
the intervening night of Monday and Tuesday, even as the rescue and search
operations continued on a war footing.

%mwﬁr#ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ@mﬁtﬂmﬁm%ﬁﬁaﬁr%mg@
FAT3STECS 3R Foler Fars Y AT-31eT9T TeaAT31 A FH A F 11 a’r:ﬁaﬁrmagé,mﬁ?
T IR FA1T FF JEUFA WA @I

e Atleast 40 people are missing across the State in which 34 are in Mandi district
alone, which has been among the worst hit, a government report said.

THRT RUIE & TR AT A FH § FH 40 AT AT9aT ¢, 5770 & 34 s AN A A &,
S gy 317 genfad &3 A O uek
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The relentless monsoon has brought the hill State to its knees as several rivers and
rivulets are in spate, disrupting normal life, with as many as 16 incidents of
cloudburst, three flash floods and one major landslip having occurred across the
State.

FIAR ATTHA & SH T T 1 g e Tenfad foham ¢ arifer o afeat sl e
mw%,mmshaﬂaﬁagaﬂ%,mﬁwmm, 3 Feler Fars 3R 1

ST $[FEe g T

Since June 20, following the onset of the monsoon in Himachal Pradesh, at least 28
people have lost their lives in rain-related incidents, which include flash floods,
cloudbursts, drowning, and electrocution, till Wednesday, according to the State’s
emergency response centre.

fRHATEIer Jer AT I B3N & §Te; & 20 SfeT § AR doh, AT & ATTHTelle
wfAfshar g & 3TaR, Feler Fels, FA3SaEE, Tao1 A farsrelt & gred SHt aTRer & Heferd
mﬁﬁm#mzsaﬂﬁ@rﬁag@%‘l

Mandi, Chamba, Hamirpur, Kinnaur, Kullu, and Shimla districts have been badly
affected. Considerable damage to life and property has been reported from these
places.

w3, =, TR, Py, Foe) AR Riren e 0 cve wenfad gu &1 51 &1t & siret-arer
o IR TThETeT T e el &

The rains have damaged several roads, including national and State highways,
bridges, vehicles, and various kinds of buildings, causing losses of crores of rupees.

AR & S 5T, o9 Ui 3R T TarATe, e, anet 31X Afdest v & s
MFAS &, Y HAN TG &, T HAS T9F AT JohlleT HT 8
Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu visited the disaster-hit Syathi village in

Mandi, where he met and interacted with families, assuring them that the government
would extend all possible assistance.

AEHHA gEfdel g g A #SY & 39er-Ied Tt arra 1 2R &, St 3egia aRart
A FHeIThId BT 3R ST Y, 3og TIHR SR G TG TETIAT Yeled Flel i AT
feam|

“There is a need to do an in-depth study to ascertain the reasons for **landslides even
at places having solid strata. Never before have there been 8-10 cloudbursts in a single
night,” Mr. Sukhu told presspersons.

A GG o TFRRT § hgl, ‘SN TeeTal aret a1t # off spF@eret & RO ol Il ofeT & fow
IMENS TS Flot T AT & | TE T3l T & 0ef 3 8-10 FeN35aEE T gU L1’
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Flash Floods
ol el Fels

A flash flood is a sudden, rapid flooding event occurring typically within six hours of intense
precipitation, often in low-lying areas, steep terrain, or urban zones with inadequate drainage.

Folel o8 U 379TeTeh, I S1G ST 1T ¢ St IMHAR TR S Hel o HIaR giclt 8, v -
373 arer 813, WSt g, AT AT FATHT H 1 STol folehIdT qATT 6T BIciT|

These floods are marked by high velocity water flow, capable of carrying debris, and causing
severe damage within a short timeframe.

Y 91¢ AT AT Tl 9T F varg 3 RAfced gt &, 37 Ao of ST Whd! & 31R 2002 95T & o
THATT HT Tl 8|

Causes of Flash Floods
Intense rainfall/cloudbursts: The most common trigger, especially in mountainous regions—e.g., in
the Himalayas, Western Ghats, Kerala, and Maharashtra.

g aI/FAEEaRT: a8 A HRUT, [FAvH qgEh &= i Rarea, aiRa#) are, 3, 3R #Agre |

Saturated soil or drought-hardened ground prevents water absorption, escalating surface
runoff.

Hqea FAed) ar g@-acer ¥ FE stefler areh &l @Ea @ Qe &, For8d @ vare §¢ S ol
Glacial Lake Outburst Floods (GLOFs): Rapid release from glacial lakes—evident in the
2023 Sikkim floods caused by South Lhonak lake outburst.

Torefier sfiter weaAT (GLOFs): TR Sfiell & UTeiY T 31dTeieh Telsholall—oiaT foh 2023 fAfFwa
FASH H WI3Y gl Siel FT heeT (G 73|

Dam or levee breaches, and failed embankments, releasing massive water volumes in a
short time.

arer 7 7Y &7 g, fored 99 arelY it AT e §HT 7 e §

Urbanisation: Hard surfaces like concrete reduce absorption and overload drainage
systems.

ENHIVT: FHhIe ST FHOR Tde TTeir AN T 8T Lt 3R STer A gorrelt oX gard sTerdr &

Cyclonic depressions: Heavy winds and rainfall in coastal states (Odisha, West Bengal,
Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu) can produce flash floods.

TehdaTa) TS A gaT¢ 31 aTRer AT Tt H—af3em, afRes S9mre, 3 y3eT, FACH,
ATACTATE—TFoleT FolsH T 5ol & Hahdl B

Geographical Vulnerability in India
Himalayan regions (Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Sikkim) are highly prone—due to
cloudbursts and glacial lake bursts.
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AT 87 (RATTrer Ucer, 3avr@s, RAfFws) 3T Hdgadid §—Jar Fa3sare 3R TafRge siier
Heot TAAY HROT |

o Western Ghats areas like Kerala and Maharashtra often experience hill slope flash floods
after heavy monsoons.

afRes) a1 & &1 SR T 3N AGRISE F H AT & 916 3 EAT-GelTeT Forel FaAsH a1 o |

e Urban centers (Chennai, Hyderabad, Mumbai, Bengaluru, Vadodara) face pluvial flash
flooding—short intense rains overwhelm drainage.

el &gl (Yee1s, BeUaTG, S, AR, TSNE) A Faeumiiors ot IR & FHROT Cefagrer Forer
FASH 81 §, 5 SToT TehralY & S8 &1 S &

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page9



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Unique flavour: The photograph shows Clos Vougeot castle, France. This vineyard, known as a ‘Climat’, was listed as an UNESCO World
Heritage Site since 2015. On July 4, Burgundy will celebrate the 10th anniversary of inclusion of ‘Climats’ in World Heritage List. These are
vineyard plots with an unique identity defined by soil, sunshine and rainfall, emboding the spirit and soul of this wine-growing region. AFp

. Climats of Burgundy — UNESCO World Heritage Site
TS & FATHCH — FATH! faeT eRIET TU

e The Climats, or precisely delimited vineyard parcels on the slopes of the Céte de Nuits

and Céte de Beaune, were inscribed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site on
4 July 2015.

FATSHCH, S Cote de Nuits TG Cote de Beaune T Tallal T TEIF & H HIHThd gre
T ST & ToAlE &, 376 4 FeATS 2015 T FATH! fFea eRIeT TI & &9 H ATfAT foham ara|
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e The heritage area includes roughly 1,247 named parcels across 142 communes,
stretching in a narrow 60 km corridor from Dijon to Santenay/Maranges, as well as the
towns of Dijon and Beaune.

SH URIEY &1 7 978197 1,247 AR Tl ATTA §, ST 142 FFgaAt 7 %ol §, 31K Dijon
¥ Santenay/Maranges de Ueh HehioT 60 fF#HT IfAART ST &, T5&3 Dijon I2T Beaune
rgT #T enfAer B

e WhatIs a "Climat"?
In Burgundy, a "Climat" refers to an individual vineyard plot characterized by its

specific soil type, slope, exposure, microclimate, and the grape variety grown. Each
parcel carries a unique name and produces wines reflecting its precise origin.

FITST #, "Climat" 35 fafIse gr &t I & Tallc ol Fgl ST & fordea el fAeet &1
YFR, T, TFHISI, ATSHIFATSAC, 3 39S ST aTelt 39T by et ST faQIere gief
¢ | Tcdeh Tolle T Teh AT AT gIdT & 3R ag 38T TUT=T T TAE 3R STorarg o o7&
TS AT & |

e This concept dates back to the 16th century, evolving to distinguish vineyard “localities”
— later recognized in wine labeling such as Les Pucelles or Les Amoureuses.

g ITUROT 16dT &Y T TelT 31T QT &, et a1 & IR I “TATHI A3 Sl Tgdlelel H
Hee $r — fSiee 1€ 7 Les Pucelles 31X Les Amoureuses S8 ars«T dafoidr & o fHar

I

e Size & Composition
The entire site includes around 13,219 ha of vineyards, with an additional 50,011 ha
buffer zone.

X ST 3 ST 13,219 FFEI AT T IR AMAS &, T &1 ST Teh 3RereT 50,011
FTFETT THR A 4§

e Within it are 1,247 climat parcels, each defined using cadastral maps, bounded by
walls, hedges, and trails, typically sized under a few hectares.
o8 Thol 1,247 FATGAC CAICH &, S ShsEgel Aol & ITAR TR & 3R oiee S,
oSt T & AR B T A Foham 1T 8, Ue Uedeh 7 3T 3T R W Fo g A
A gl g

o Significance: Terroir & Culture
This region is the archetype of terroir-based winegrowing. Monks from the
Benedictine and Cistercian orders, as well as Burgundy’s Dukes, developed the
parcel identification system between the Middle Ages and Renaissance, linking terroir
to taste and origin.

Ig 817 XIT TR I1SeT IcUTEsT T 3TN 38107 | afAffresT 3 fRretfasT et
o fare] T S918T & SFH o FET a1 | THSATIROT JIT & ST Tolle TgdTed JOTel [aeh e
&, e 3R # warg 3 3cufar @ Sen

e It exemplifies the “combined work of nature and man,” showcasing centuries of
human interaction with natural features to cultivate wine.

Pagel 1
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Ig “wgfa AR AT F TFFT T T Tl §, S HIST el AT Fgenfare &
ATETH F IS TITA Y I T &1

e Outstanding Universal Value
Represents an exceptional cultural landscape rooted in centuries-old viticultural
traditions.

IE T HHTURVT WiEF o TRGed 7 gfafafted §, S it quei 3 Faeier st
# fafga &1
o The Climats are distinguished by hierarchical classification (village, Premier Cru,
Grand Cru) and unique names.

FelrsHcH S RS Avftagerar (21fa, Premier Cru, Grand Cru) 3R srgfadir st

SR UgdTe I STl &l
o Comparable in value to sites like the Taj Mahal or Egyptian pyramids, reflecting global
significance.

SoTehT FgAT I dleT Age IT AW F ROfATH S Tl & TAT Aged fear v g, s
3Raw gfSe 7 off Ageaqet &

e Preservation & Governance
Protected by French heritage laws (Heritage, Urban, Environmental, Rural Codes).

IE WY eRIE gl (SRS, 36T, TATaROT, ATHIOT $13) GIRT EIEIT & |
e A Territorial Charter (2011) and a multi-stakeholder body launched in October 2013
coordinate planning, architecture, landscape protection, and sustainable tourism.

TS Territorial Charter (2011) 3iR 3R 2013 # I TE-FTURS FEIT A=,
AREehell, IRGRT HIETUT Td Heldl Tee T GHead Hlcl ¢

¢ Year-round maintenance includes dry-stone walls, cabottes, and clos enclosures—
structures crucial for erosion control, biodiversity, and landscape identity.

R Y 37T TG-TWTT FE-FE Qari, FaleH, UF clos T&Y WA & ATLIH H @il
g—ait Fera farzaor, Sta fafderar, 3R aRegea vgame & fow smavae Bl
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The line will continue after
me, no other authority can
1nterfere says Dalai Lama

...........................

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

The succession plan for the
next Dalai Lama, the high-
est spiritual leader of Tibe-
tan Buddhism, will be de-
cided by a trust, not the
Chinese government, as-
serted the 14th Dalai Lama
in Dharamshala, making it
clear for the first time that
he believes he will be rein-
carnated. Releasing a wide-
ly anticipated statement
during a convention of the
leaders of many Buddhist
traditions who have gath-
ered for celebrations of the
Dalai Lama’s 90th Birth-
day, the spiritual leader,
born as Tenzin Gyatso, said
the process by which fu-
ture Dalai Lama will be re-
cognised would now begin
with consultations with
leaders, members of the
Tibetan Government in Ex-
ile, and other
stakeholders.

The statement sparked a
response from Beijing,
which has said any succes-
sion must be “approved”
by the Central govern-
ment, and has passed a law
in Tibet in 2007 mandating
its authority over the issue,
although this has not been
accepted by the Tibetan
community.

Neither the MEA nor
other government officials
reacted to the statement
from Dharamshala. India
has maintained that the
Dalai Lama is an “ho-
noured guest” and a spiri-
tual leader in the country
and the Prime Minister
sends greetings to him on
his birthday each year.
This year, Minister for Mi-
nority Affairs Kiren Rijiju
and Chief Ministers of Hi-
machal Pradesh and Sik-
kim will attend the celebra-
tions.

Buddhist monks watch a recorded video message by Tibetan
spiritual leader, the Dalai Lama, in Dharamshala on Wednesday. A

In a recorded video
speech and translation re-
leased on Wednesday, the
Nobel Peace Laureate said
the responsibility for the
succession “will rest exclu-
sively with members of the
Gaden Phodrang Trust, the
Office of His Holiness the
Dalai Lama”- a trust he set
up in 2011.

“They should consult
the various heads of the Ti-
betan Buddhist traditions
and the reliable oath-
bound Dharma Protectors
who are linked inseparably
to the lineage of the Dalai
Lamas. They should ac-
cordingly carry out the
procedures of search and
recognition in accordance
with past tradition,” he
said referring to the tradi-
tion of recognising a Dalai
Lama through reincarna-
tion or rebirth, or “emana-
tion” since the First Dalai
lama was ordained in 1411.

In Delhi, Chinese Am-
bassador to India Xu Fei-
hong said the Chinese go-
vernment “protects the
tradition” of reincarnation,
but added, in accordance
with the law. “The reincar-
nation of the Dalai Lama
must follow the process
that consists of search and
identification in China...,”
he said.

The Dalai Lama’s state

ment on Wednesday is the
continuation of a lengthier
statement he issued in
2011, after he had decided
to separate the political
leadership of the Tibetan
movement from the spiri-
tual one. At the time, he
had said he would decide
by 2025 or thereabouts

whether the institution of

the Dalai Lama would con-
tinue after his demise.

While he did not refer
directly to China or Beij-
ing’s role in his latest state-
ment, the Dalai Lama said
that apart from the Gaden
Phodrang Trust “no one
else has any such authority
to interfere in this matter”.

The Chinese govern-
ment, which has long
staked a claim over choos-
ing or “approving” the
next Dalai Lama. Beijing al-
so claims that the practice
of approving high lamas
was in line with a Qing dy-
nasty tradition where high
lamas were decided by
drawing their name from a
“golden urn”. On Wednes-
day, China’s Ministry of Fo-
reign Affairs rejected the
Dalai Lama’s statement,
and said any succession
plan would have to “comp-
ly with Chinese laws and
regulations as well as reli-
gious rituals and historical
conventions”.

Dalai Lama’s Succession Plan and
China's Response

TS AT Y 3SR AT 3R
=T Y afafhar

The succession plan for the next Dalai Lama,
the highest spiritual leader of Tibetan
Buddhism, will be decided by a trust, not the
Chinese government, asserted the 14th Dalai
Lama in Dharamshala, making it clear for the
first time that he believes he will be
reincarnated.

3T gATE ATHT, i feaelt steyr et & wafewr
srefons Aar €, F 3aUFRY &1 Aoy e

IE 919 143 TS ATHT A e3eITeT & TIC & & F)
31X Tgel IR FET B 7 9 TeAsie # frearw
T 2l

¢ Releasing a widely anticipated statement during a
convention of leaders of many Buddhist traditions,
gathered for celebrations of the Dalai Lama’s 90th
Birthday, the spiritual leader, born as Tenzin Gyatso,
said the process by which the future Dalai Lama will
be recognised would begin with consultations with

leaders, members of the Tibetan Government in
Exile, and other stakeholders.

&% Fletr TR & AT & TFATA & GRIA, SN GTS
ST & 909 STeAfee & 3cad & folT Tehd gU 3, daifarer
maﬁé:mﬁﬁsﬂm‘aﬁmﬁwﬁwﬁ?

ﬂﬁw%m@maﬁqﬁmﬁﬁmﬁaﬁaﬁﬁmé;ﬁanﬁ &t 3R 3T

fETURRT & AT RIerel I % gt

The statement sparked a response from Beijing, which has said any succession must
be approved by the Central government, and referred to a 2007 law in Tibet
mandating its authority over the issue, although this has not been accepted by the
Tibetan community.

58 ST I AT o1 wiaferar &, foraa wer o fordr o Safeie &) g §VhR g@rT
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JregAfere foram ST 1RV 3R 38 Hee W 379l 3R Y 3ifAaTd I arelr 2007 &
foreaa 3 qa1 Freget o ST, BTeifeh S fosaelt WHETT o el THR AET foha|

¢ Neither the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) nor other government officials reacted to
the statement from Dharamshala.

f&er #ATET (MEA) 31 30 TR 31T o7 43Rt & 31T §91 W 1S giafhar
=T8T &1

¢ India has maintained that the Dalai Lama is an “honoured guest” and a spiritual leader
in the country, and the Prime Minister sends greetings to him on his birthday each year.
TR ¥ §HLT I W TWT ¢ b ToITsS oIAT 27 & Uah “3meeiy afafd” ik smeanfores aar
8 3R TTeTes §X Aol 3e1eh STeAiead W 3ot YHPHAT HoTcl ¢ |

e This year, Minority Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju and the Chief Ministers of Himachal
Pradesh and Sikkim will attend the celebrations.

SH Y, HeUHEAF ATHA! & Fa fner RSy 3R faraer weer sk RifFea & geawsh
S GARIE H 1T o4

e In arecorded video speech and translation released on Wednesday, the Nobel Peace
Laureate said the responsibility for the succession “will rest exclusively with members of

the Gaden Phodrang Trust, the Office of His Holiness the Dalai Lama”, a trust he set
up in 2011.

TUAR &1 ST T Repls fohT 1w Aifsar emwor 3R 31efare A A aifd R s =
gl foh FAATAFR FI FFASRT [FAT T F I8 BIFRT T 3R Sols dHT & HrdTelT &

et R BN, fo 3=gie 2011 & Tanfg forar am)
e He said they should consult the heads of the Tibetan Buddhist traditions and the

reliable oath-bound Dharma Protectors, who are inseparably linked to the lineage of
the Dalai Lamas.

3egiel el foh 3o fafdeet fosadt dteer st & wogat 3R sReE, raysey ot Tl
ﬁw&?mm,mmmﬁé@mﬁaﬁmwﬁsﬁgﬁl

o They should carry out the procedures of search and recognition in accordance with past
tradition, referring to the custom of recognising a Dalai Lama through reincarnation,
rebirth, or “emanation”, a practice followed since the First Dalai Lama was ordained in
1411.

3¢ 99 U & HTHR @it AR AAT 1 Gfrarstt sl g e a1fe, Fae qoeied,
YRR AT "3AcROT" & ATEAH { GolTS STAT Sl Ugletel hT TAT 8, ST TAH GATS WITHT HT
1411 & 3T 1 & a1 F Toll 3T WET B

e In Delhi, the Chinese Ambassador to India, Xu Feihong, said the Chinese government
“protects the tradition” of reincarnation but added that it must be done in accordance with
the law.

fRee 7 9RA 7 DNt & TsTged PRI F g7 o <ol TR GeToterst Y gL Y 6T
Y B, oAfehet T§ TTHT I & THR G i STeh =1y

e He said, “The reincarnation of the Dalai Lama must follow the process that consists of
search and identification in China.”
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qgdT QAT &1

e The Dalai Lama’s statement on Wednesday continues from a lengthier statement he
issued in 2011, when he had decided to separate the political leadership of the
Tibetan movement from its spiritual leadership.

TUAR FY FAT 31T ST ATAT HT FATT oTeh 2011 H SIRY T T & 97T T e g,
ST 37g1o1 fareaelt 3ateret & TsTelifae Adqed HI ITEATHS Aced & el FA T 0T

forar am|

e At the time, he had said he would decide by 2025 or thereabouts whether the institution
of the Dalai Lama would continue after his demise.

3E GHY 3egie) el AT o g 2025 AT 30F MW g 0T o) ok 3a7es e & e
SIS SITHT ST HEATT ST IGIT AT 78T |

o While not directly referring to China or Beijing’s role, the Dalai Lama said that apart
from the Gaden Phodrang Trust, “no one else has any such authority to interfere in this
matter”.

glelifeh Segiot <ot AT AFSTaT hr ofAHT 7 e Ieol@ LT Toha, wifehet EoltS ST o gt T
T BIZIT TEC o 3TNl "SH ATHA H §EARTT ol T PIg TSR Tohdl 3R I AT
gl"

o The Chinese government, which has long claimed the right to choose or approve the
next Dalai Lama, bases this on Qing dynasty traditions, where high lamas were
selected by drawing their names from a “golden urn”.

el TFR, ST S AT I 33Tl GollS STAT hl Iofol AT IeJANeeT el T Grar il T &,
g 9T T TeTaer Y qIOI3it &1 garelr dl 8, foras 30 oTAT3i & A1 "¥qof weler &
GEICKSIGE]

¢ On Wednesday, China’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs rejected the Dalai Lama’s
statement, saying that any succession plan would have to comply with Chinese laws,
religious rituals, and historical conventions.

TUAR 1 el & FAR FATET A SolTS STAT o TNl h1 WIRST T AT 3 hgr o el o
SATRSR retalr 1 et Fregett, enfiie srepeart 3R e o & egar & qu
fohar ST Tnfe |

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper II: Polity, Governance,And International
Relations)
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1. BRICS will create a balanced ‘multipolar’ world order:
PM

foww s wqferd sgydia faea coawT semean: g
2. Bring perpetrators of Pahalgam attack to justice, says
Quad
UTE eI gH el & GINT I 7T & Heal & d10: F615
3. Phone tapping cannot be allowed for crime detection,
says HC, rejecting MHA plea 3(9Ter Y SIT9r & foIT BT

TR Y JreTaAfeY oTET &Y ST Wehell, 8T8 I & I[E HATT Y
gTTAT IR Y

4. NHRC notice to Odisha govt. over assault of two
persons

3l SFfFaaY X A & AT NHRC &7 3121 TR &Y
afeq

5. Monsoon session from July 21 to August 21
AT T 21 S[els ¥ 21 3% a6

6. SC to hear Uddhav’s petition on July 14 to use ‘Shiv
Sena’ name, symbol for local polls

AT Faral & fov Ra@ar e, R & 393hr W) 3gue
Y FTTAHT 14 S[eATS HT AT THIH I
7. PDP asks why J&K still has no Advocate General
diEidt & ot faF ST 3 3reft ae FETfRaEar w6
8. HC asks Centre to update RTI rules for digital formats
Tgd) F &g ¥ Bfoed el & faw 3dag [AgaT # srase

el I Fgl
9. Look into representation over weight-loss drugs: HC to
DCGI
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AT & DCGI & &gl

10. Multi-agency probe busts international drug cartel
g-USIHl ST A HATSET FaT HIES T HSTHIS fHhar

11. Azerbaijan standoff challenges Russia’s post-
Soviet influence

3rSISITeT T AN T F WEITT-TXETT THTE HY TeAlelt
aar g
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BRICS will create a balanced ‘multipolar’ world order: PM

foTq v wqdfaa "agydr faeT cyawyr sarwm gy

BRICS will create a balanced
‘multipolar’ world order: PM

PM lands in Ghana as he begins his five-nation trip; he says the visits will strengthen cooperation within Global South; Modi
will also attend the BRICS summit in Brazil and hold meetings; he will receive state honours of Ghana, Trinidad and Tobago

s e A

+GS Paper II: Africa

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

ndia and Brazil will
ldiscuss ways to ad-

vance the priorities of
the Global South in the
coming days, said Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
ahead of his five-nation vi-
sit beginning on
Wednesday.

Mr. Modi, who will at-
tend the BRICS summit to
be held in Brazil’s Rio De
Janeiro during the trip,
said the summit will help
create a “balanced multi-
polar world order”. He
further said the five-nation
visit will help strengthen
cooperation within the
Global South. The Prime
Minister is expected to
hold several bilateral meet-
ings on the sidelines of the
summit as well.

Argentina on itinerary

“As a founding member,
India is committed to
BRICS as a vital platform
for cooperation among

=

el

o

Pleasant ties: Prime Minister Narendra Modi being welcomed by
Ghana President John Mahama in Accra on Wednesday. ANI

emerging economies. To-
gether, we strive for a more
peaceful, equitable, just,
democratic and balanced
multipolar world order,”
said Mr. Modi in a depar-
ture statement as he board-
ed the official aircraft that
landed in Ghana for a bilat-
eral visit.

The Prime Minister will
also visit Trinidad and To-
bago, Argentina, and Na-

mibia, before concluding
the trip on July 9.
According to Ghanaian
news outlet Graphic-
.com.gh, the Foreign Minis-
ter of Ghana Samuel Okud-
zeto Ablakwa had
announced that Mr. Modi
will receive the country’s
highest state honour, the
Companion of the Order of
the Star of Ghana, during
the visit. Previous reci-

pients of the honour in-
clude the late French Presi-
dent Jacques Chirac, King
Mohammed VI of Moroc-
co, President Luiz Inacio
‘Lula’ da Silva of Brazil,
former Nigerian President
Olusegun Obasanjo, and
former Namibian Presi-
dent Sam Nujoma.

Mr. Modi will hold talks
with President John Dra-
mani Mahama in Ghana.
“Ghana is a valued partner
in the Global South and
plays an important role in
the African Union and the
Economic Community of
West African States (ECO-
WAS),” said Mr. Modi, ad-
ding that his visit will build
on India’s historic ties with
Ghana and help in opening
up areas like investment,
energy, health, capacity
building and development
partnership.

Mr. Modi will also ad-
dress the Parliament of
Ghana during the visit. Mr.
Ablakwa has said that Gha-
na plans to emerge as the
“vaccine hub” for Africa

and talks would be held
with Mr. Modi during the
visit regarding vaccine pro-
duction in Ghana.

From Ghana, Mr. Modi
will fly to Trinidad and To-
bago where he will be host-
ed by Prime Minister Kam-
la Persad Bissessar.

“This visit will provide
an opportunity to rejuve-
nate the special bonds of
ancestry and kinship that
unite us,” said Mr. Modi.
The Government of Trini-
dad and Tobago has an-
nounced that Mr. Modi will
be conferred with the Or-
der of the Republic of Tri-
nidad and Tobago, the
highest state honour of the
Caribbean nation.

Following the BRICS
summit, Mr. Modi will pro-
ceed to Brasilia for a state
visit.

On the way back home,
Mr. Modi will stop at Nami-
bia. Mr. Modi will meet
President Netumbo Nandi
Ndaitwah and address the
Joint Session of Namibian
Parliament.

PM lands in Ghana as he begins his five-nation trip; he says the visits will strengthen
cooperation within Global South; Modi will also attend the BRICS summit in Brazil and
hold meetings; he will receive state honours of Ghana, Trinidad and Tobago.

o GUEHA F 39 aie G Y A YE F GU AR H FeH I Iogi Fel 6 A
IraT¢ dRa® gfATor (Global South) & $fdT HEANT T FASTgd LT, A Arefter 7
foorg RrEx gFaaT & off smer ot 3R S Er; 3¢ ', RfAee it adar s
TSR FFATT 3T et

e India and Brazil will discuss ways to advance the priorities of the Global South in the
coming days, said Prime Minister Narendra Modi ahead of his five-nation visit
beginning on Wednesday.
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o TUAHA dig AT AT AR A YE 8 W@ g g T I A g FeT fh HRA
3R areiter 3 arel fesit & 3Rasw SfA9T (Global South) i TTATASATT FI 3T To=t
F P W AT S|

e Mr. Modi, who will attend the BRICS summit to be held in Brazil’s Rio De Janeiro, said
the summit will help create a balanced multipolar world order.

o A A S AT & AT Y SARAT F g1 arel e Ry aFAaaT J H19T o6, F FEr
foh ag TFAe Hqfed gy kT qawUT I # FAeg HT

o He further said the five-nation visit will help strengthen cooperation within the Global
South.

o 3ol 3T Fgl [ Ig uiw g2t Y I ARGF AT (Global South) F $icR FEIET
I AT F H A HE

e The Prime Minister is expected to hold several bilateral meetings on the sidelines of
the summit.

o TUAHHA & FFAGH & 3T s AU do& H HT 37AG B

Argentina on itinerary
AT FEFA A e nfAe

¢ “As a founding member, India is committed to BRICS as a vital platform for cooperation
among emerging economies.

o '"HTYYH HETT & FI H, 3R foaq &1 33 srdeagemsit & &g @gaer & v s
FEcaqUT HT AT §l"

e Together, we strive for a more peaceful, equitable, just, democratic and balanced

multipolar world order,” said Mr. Modi in a departure statement as he boarded the
official aircraft that landed in Ghana for a bilateral visit.

o A A A YEU gFded H gl "§H Tl e U Jifees anfaqet, @A, FarEar,
ditas 3R dgfea sgyda fra sgaen & v yarmRd €' 9 3w sfasis
AT J gaR g "= & ofz R

e The Prime Minister will also visit Trinidad and Tobago, Argentina, and Namibia,
before concluding the trip on July 9.

o WHTAHA! T TN & HAGA § Tgel 9 Jars 1 Bfaerg i e, srsfdam 3ik
AT Fr o gkt HEEr

e According to Ghanaian news outlet Graphic.com.gh, the Foreign Minister of Ghana
Samuel Okudzeto Ablakwa had announced that Mr. Modi will receive the country’s
highest state honour, the Companion of the Order of the Star of Ghana, during the
visit.
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« HET & AR GiEA Graphic.com.gh & 38R, O & fager 7t dgarar sigarer
HedTeal & Ao Fr oA fF st Ay Y 5@ Imr & SR 2 T wafew TP
AT, "g TS 3T & TSR 3H® =T FT FARAIT" U=t fohar sieam|

e Previous recipients of the honour include the late French President Jacques Chirac,
King Mohammed VI of Morocco, President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva of Brazil,
former Nigerian President Olusegun Obasanjo, and former Namibian President Sam
Nujoma.

o 3 TFAT & S TcdehdiAr # Gaerd Wi Useafa stow R, ARFH & =T
AgFAG VI, Sl & wegufar o & et qd amsiiRars wseufa Ao stamara,
R g arifees weeufer d e arfde €

e Mr. Modi will hold talks with President John Dramani Mahama in Ghana.

o AT AXE °TeAT F Useafa Al SATAT FEIAT & AT JTTdid Bl

e “Ghana is a valued partner in the Global South and plays an important role in the

African Union and the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS),”
said Mr. Modi.

o A A 7 e, "uren 3R AT (Global South) H T FHedae HEER § AR IE
3rbrehT | 3R afReer IR Tsdl & e WS (ECOWAS) # Ush Hgea ol
GIGEARCEICININ

o His visit will build on India’s historic ties with Ghana and help open up areas like
investment, energy, health, capacity building, and development partnership.

o 3oTohT AT R o ©IIT & FrY VfgTifeh Faell &l Aol Il 3R fader, Faf,
Ty, aTHan faator, 3R R aEied S &3t & 3R @reel|

e Mr. Modi will also address the Parliament of Ghana during the visit.
o A AXY 3T AT & SR " A FHE A Y ST FEN

e Mr. Ablakwa has said that Ghana plans to emerge as the “vaccine hub” for Africa and
talks would be held with Mr. Modi regarding vaccine production in Ghana.

o Y 3eolear ¥ gl & b °rer 3BT & fov "dFdlleT g€ & T & IR T AT Fa1

TET § 3R 39 I & Slue Y Ay & @1y e # i 3cqred 9 Tt gl

e From Ghana, Mr. Modi will fly to Trinidad and Tobago where he will be hosted by
Prime Minister Kamla Persad Bissessar.

o HEATH A A Afae 3k A8 F AT 33 19, STET 3T TAeTd TUTHHEN FAT
vaTg faday wiEl|

e “This visit will provide an opportunity to rejuvenate the special bonds of ancestry and
kinship that unite us,” said Mr. Modi.
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$LT PT 37T &I HEi|"

o The Government of Trinidad and Tobago has announced that Mr. Modi will be
conferred with the Order of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, the highest state
honour of the Caribbean nation.

o ffaee 3k M TR a givor fi § & & A F RNfaIE S gafea ThT
HFATT, " 3% € Rufeas 31w fAfaee it - @ gearfaa fHar sreem)

e Following the BRICS summit, Mr. Modi will proceed to Brasilia for a state visit.
o Fw AR @A & 9 A A srifor 7 Teedhr R & faw 3mr 9¢9)
e On the way back home, Mr. Modi will stop at Namibia.

o TACY dlcd FHT, A AR A= F Tl

e Mr. Modi will meet President Netumbo Nandi Ndaitwah and address the Joint
Session of Namibian Parliament.

o A FE TSEARY AGE A TAddATE & e BT IR AREAE Twg F TgFT
T F FAIT FHET
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Bring perpetrators of Pahalgam attack to justice, says Quad

QIEclelA A & CINAT & T & Hecual A dIU; 418
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Bring perpetrators
of Pahalgam attack
to justice, says Quad

Q The Quad unequivocally condemns all

AP

acts of terrorism and violent extrem-
ism in all its forms and manifestations, including

cross-border terrorism

QUAD FOREIGN MINISTERS’ JOINT STATEMENT

NEW DELHI

The Quad Foreign Minis-
ters have condemned the
Pahalgam terror attack in
the “strongest terms” and
called for the perpetrators
of the attack to be brought
to justice “without any de-
lay”, a joint statement is-
sued in Washington said.
The statement was is-
sued on Tuesday night af-
ter the four Ministers — Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar, Australia’s Fo-
reign  Minister  Penny
Wong, and Japan’s Foreign
Minister Iwaya Takeshi —
were hosted by U.S. Secre-
tary of State Marco Rubio
for the Foreign Ministers’
Meeting (FMM), held
ahead of the Quad Summit
expected to be held in No-
vember in India this year.

Condemns terror

“The Quad unequivocally
condemns all acts of terro-
rism and violent extre-
mism in all its forms and
manifestations, including
cross-border  terrorism,
and renews our commit-
ment to counterterrorism
cooperation,” the state-
ment said, condemning
the Pahalgam attack.

“We call for the perpe-
trators, organisers, and fi-
nanciers of this reprehen-
sible act to be brought to
justice without any delay
and urge all UN Member
States, in accordance with
their obligations under in-
ternational law and rele-
vant UNSCRs [United Na-
tions Security Council
Resolutions] to cooperate

actively with all relevant
authorities in this regard,”
the joint statement added.

The reference to “rele-
vant” authorities, not “In-
dian authorities” in the
statement was also made
in the UNSCR passed in
April 2025, after the attack.

Speaking ahead of the
meeting, Mr. Jaishankar
had said he “expected” the
Quad partners to under-
stand and appreciate that
India will exercise its right
to “defend its people
against terrorism”.

The four Ministers had
held a meeting in Washing-
ton after attending the in-
auguration of U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump in
January this year. However,
this is the first formal Quad
FMM since the Trump ad-
ministration took over. In a
significant departure from
previous Quad Foreign Mi-
nisters’ statements, most
notably under the previous
U.S. administration under
Joe Biden, the latest joint
statement dropped refe-
rences to the Russia-Uk-
raine war and the Israel-
Gaza conflict, indicating a
more narrow geographical
focus than before, with
greater emphasis on the In-
do-Pacific region.

Without directly naming
China, the grouping ex-
pressed “serious con-
cerns” over the situation in
the East China Sea and
South China Sea.

The Quad Ministers said
they strongly opposed
“any unilateral actions that
seek to change the status
quo by force or coercion”
in the Indo-Pacific.
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The Quad Foreign Ministers have condemned the Pahalgam terror attack in the
“strongest terms” and called for the perpetrators of the attack to be brought to justice
“without any delay”, a joint statement issued in Washington said.

Fars fager AT T IEAIH IATARAE) gHS T “he Asal A AT Fr 3R 3T gHA &
AR & “faer P &8 ¥ = & Feay H I &7 edd 6T, I 91g aifevere
# I vF WA T A T TS

The statement was issued on Tuesday night after the four Ministers — External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar, Australia’s Foreign Minister Penny Wong, and Japan’s
Foreign Minister lwaya Takeshi — were hosted by U.S. Secretary of State Marco
Rubio for the Foreign Ministers’ Meeting (FMM), held ahead of the Quad Summit
expected to be held in November in India this year.

IE TITT HIEAR A d9 SR fHAT -7 39 I” FH — fager 7= wq. Sea,
Jreeforar dr fader & 9= aier, 3 S & Ager # sarr areelt — Y IARET F
fRger F Al s & e #BEAY A S5 (FMM) F o 3maAfRa far, s s@ ay
Wﬁmﬁmmmﬁmmﬁ%ﬁmﬁagl

Condemns terror
HTdwarg Hr &Har

“The Quad unequivocally condemns all acts of terrorism and violent extremism in
all its forms and manifestations, including cross-border terrorism, and renews our
commitment to counterterrorism cooperation,” the statement said, condemning the
Pahalgam attack.

"Fq18 WY TR & dFare 3R BEF 3wae & T wwal ik srfPeafEaa), e
AT IR dTdharg st iR 8, A Tase T F AT FIar g, 3R rdawae Qe ggAr
& 9fc 379 IfATeHar QeI &," I8 ST TEere A §He S foier HId gU Her 4|

“We call for the perpetrators, organisers, and financiers of this reprehensible act to
be brought to justice without any delay and urge all UN Member States, in
accordance with their obligations under international law and relevant UNSCRs
(United Nations Security Council Resolutions) to cooperate actively with all
relevant authorities in this regard,” the joint statement added.
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"&H 38 frcaa F & aftal, smaerst 3t et o e el &8 & = F
FCOX H A HT IMEa A § IR Gl FYFaT WS TSET AWM I 3Ry a:d ¢ b
d HARTSET Fefed AR FTT FFFA Tog F&Tm IRwe (UNSCRs) & d&el 310e
erfdical & AR 36 AW # gl wafta wiftsol & o afFT & & Fedhr #K,

A AT H gl 17|

o The reference to “relevant” authorities, not “Indian authorities” in the statement was
also made in the UNSCR passed in April 2025, after the attack.

o U IO H "HRAT IRHRA" & Fomy "wafd niHon” &7 Ieor@ fohar =T, ST
fr gHe & a1g ardter 2025 # g UNSCR # T fohar aram 2|

e Speaking ahead of the meeting, Mr. Jaishankar had said he “expected” the Quad
partners to understand and appreciate that India will exercise its right to “defend
its people against terrorism”.

. mﬁqﬁaﬁaﬁgw,aﬁmﬁwﬁa@rmﬁ;ﬁ"snﬁa"%%ma@m%
gHSY 3R U fF 9RT 39 o Y "ITdddre @ &I e T TSR gAeT
H|

e The four Ministers had held a meeting in Washington after attending the inauguration
of U.S. President Donald Trump in January this year.

o IR AT o 37 ¥ TG H FARSY Wseufa Aeres €T F AUY TFUT WARE A
T A F a1 aIieed & T Joh 6 oY

e However, this is the first formal Quad FMM since the Trump administration took
over.

o ETlifh, Tg ST YT & TAT AHTAR & 91 Uge! 3gais Fars fager At i
ds% (FMM) g1
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« In a significant departure from previous Quad Foreign Ministers’ statements, most
notably under the previous U.S. administration under Joe Biden, the latest joint
statement dropped references to the Russia-Ukraine war and the Israel-Gaza
conflict, indicating a more narrow geographical focus than before, with greater
emphasis on the Indo-Pacific region.

o oo Far R A F 9@, @99y &0 S aEsT F Aqed aTe Ao Ak
WRITH & 6], W Hgeaqol faeae & &9 &, FAdTdd TIFd T H FH-Tohet Jau 3R
SO WO T Sool@ OIS f&ar 12T, S ggel &1 Joiat & it diffa
shifes eare 3R $-4RfsF & X 3fe S &I gefar 8l

o Without directly naming China, the grouping expressed “serious concerns” over the
situation in the East China Sea and South China Sea.

o HWaH A A AT 6 5w o F @ A aer sk gf@or D werd Rl
oY "R AT cgea

e The Quad Ministers said they strongly opposed “any unilateral actions that seek to
change the status quo by force or coercion” in the Indo-Pacific.

o Fars HRAAT & Fgl [ I "ao AT a9 F ATYA T IATATT & agaa & frdYy off
THRBT FR" HT 3B-AAF & Far farer Fa B

Phone tapping cannot be allowed for crime detection, says
HC, rejecting MHA plea 37 Ter i ST & AT ®iT ¢Rar &y

3TATA 8T &Y ST Wehell, §T§ I A IE HATAT Y F1fAanr
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Phone tapping cannot be
allowed for crime detection,
says HC, rejecting MHA plea

Indian Telegraph Act of 1885 sets out the Lakshman Rekha for resorting to phone tapping and the

role of the court is confined to see whether it is crossed or not, says Justice N. Anand Venkatesh

o= sssssssssms sy

‘GS Paper ILFR_____ et
Mohamed Imranullah’s.
CHENNAI

he Madras High
T Court on Wednes-
day refused to ex-

pand the scope of Section
5(2) of the Indian Tele-
graph Act of 1885, and per-
mit the Central and State
governments to resort to
phone tapping as a covert
measure to detect crimes.

Justice N. Anand Venka-
tesh rejected such a re-
quest made on behalf of
the Union Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA). “This
court is unable to accept
this submission since the
boundaries for invasion of
a fundamental right
through the medium of
enacted law is a function of
the legislature and not of
the court,” he said. Section
5(2) sets out the Lakshman
Rekha for resorting to the
extreme measure of phone
tapping, which amounts to
invasion of the right to pri-
vacy, a right that had been
recognised as an integral
part of the fundamental
right to life and personal li-
berty guaranteed under
Article 21 of the Constitu-
tion, the judge said.

Two contingencies

As per Section 5(2), the
Centre or the State govern-
ments could authorise

However noble and well-intended the objective may be, the tapping
of phones in this instance cannot be justified, says judge. REUTERS

phone tapping only in case
of two contingencies: on
the occurrence of any pu-
blic emergency, or in the
interest of public safety.
“The role of the court is
confined to seeing as to
whether this threshold is
crossed or not,” the judge
said.

Declining to expand the
scope of the legal provision
any further, he said: “As
sentinels on the qui vive,
the courts are gate-keepers
of fundamental rights.
Gate-keepers cannot be-
come gate-makers to repo-
sition the gates as and
when the executive re-
quires, without the inter-
vention of the legislature.”

Tracing the history of
the right to privacy since
1604, the judge said it final-
ly came to be recognised as

a part of Article 21 by the
Supreme Court in the 1996
People’s Union for Civil Li-
berties (PUCL) case, and
the PUCL verdict was af-
firmed by a Bench of the
top court in the 2019 K.S.
Puttaswamy case.

Saying he had no choice
but to follow the decisions
of the apex Court, the
judge added that it was
another reason why he
could not accept the re-
quest to expand the scope
of Section 5(2) to help the
law enforcement agencies
to prevent serious crimes
such as corruption involv-
ing public servants and
others. “However noble
and well-intended the ob-
jective may be, tapping of
phones, dehors a ‘public
emergency’ or in the ‘inter-
ests of public safety’ as

stipulated in Section 5(2) of
the Act, cannot be legally
justified as the law present-
ly stands,” the judge said,
while allowing a 2018 writ
petition.

P. Kishore of Chennai-
based Everonn Education
Limited had filed the peti-
tion to quash an authorisa-
tion issued by the Union
Home Secretary on August
12, 2011, for the CBI to in-
tercept his phone calls.
The intercepted calls led to
the arrest of Additional
Commissioner of Income
Tax Andasu Ravinder for
allegedly receiving a bribe
of T50 lakh.

Holding that there was
absolutely no question of
‘public emergency’ or ‘pu-
blic safety’ in the present
case, requiring the tapping
of the petitioner’s phone,
the judge ordered that the
intercepted calls should
not be used for any pur-
pose, not even as evidence
in the criminal trial against
the petitioner.

Justice Venkatesh held
the Home Secretary’s or-
der to be unconstitutional,
since it had been passed in
violation of Section 5(2) of
the 1885 Act. Further, the
procedural requirement of
placing the Secretary’s
authorisation before the
review committee had not
been followed, he said.
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The Indian Telegraph Act of 1885 sets out the Lakshman Rekha for
resorting to phone tapping and the role of the court is confined to see
whether it is crossed or not, says Justice N. Anand Venkatesh.

AR Sofame srfarferaa, 1885 wier e & forw arawror Y@ feiRa awar § 3k
3eTelel T AP dhael TE T deh AT ¢ T Far 38§ uR fohar amm § ar 714,

AT SIS U, 3ol dweAr o Fall

The Madras High Court on Wednesday refused to expand the scope of Section 5(2) of
the Indian Telegraph Act of 1885, and permit the Central and State governments to
resort to phone tapping as a covert measure to detect crimes.

AT 3T AT o JUaR & AR Toffame srferfasre, 1885 T amr 5(2) & cr
T ToTal 3R ORTUT T Il oellel & ToIT &g 3R T FIHRT 1 qod T F BleT
o 1 AT & A goARR W |

Justice N. Anand Venkatesh rejected such a request made on behalf of the Union
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA).

A . A JFCA A FAT E AAGT (THATET) A AR F T TS 37 e H
ITTeRT df @IReT & fear|

"This court is unable to accept this submission since the boundaries for invasion of a
fundamental right through the medium of enacted law is a function of the legislature
and not of the court,” he said.

37iel e, "TE HToId SH Gollel I TIPR el H IFAAY § Fifeh Flelet & ATETH
¥ Alfds JAfUFERT & sedad Hr HAC JT T Rt F1 SR g, e &
aﬁ-lu

Section 5(2) sets out the Lakshman Rekha for resorting to the extreme measure of
phone tapping, which amounts to invasion of the right to privacy, a right that had been

recognised as an integral part of the fundamental right to life and personal liberty
guaranteed under Article 21 of the Constitution, the judge said.

GRT 5(2) B T S IA 3T & T dadAor @r FuiRa st §, S auefgar &
FFR &1 oo g, O dfaere & arqede 21 F ded sfaa AR safFdera wadsan
& At 3RHER F1 vF ’fReer @ AT 737 8, 0Fr Fararefier o Hgrl

Two contingencies

ar feufaat

As per Section 5(2), the Centre or the State governments could authorise phone
tapping only in case of two contingencies: on the occurrence of any public
emergency, or in the interest of public safety.

URT 5(2) F 3TAR, F§ AT Ao WFN Had ar Bl 3 o ¢ 6 sgafa ¢
Tl 8 fnelt wrdarfae araTadTer B "ee W, A1 A gRaT ¥ T A
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"The role of the court is confined to seeing as to whether this threshold is crossed or
not," the judge said.

SAITENLT & gl "HeTeld T {iAST Fad Tg dE=T d& WA § & a1 Ig @1 ar
T I § AT

Declining to expand the scope of the legal provision any further, he said: "As sentinels
on the qui vive, the courts are gate-keepers of fundamental rights. Gate-keepers
cannot become gate-makers to reposition the gates as and when the executive
requires, without the intervention of the legislature."

FITeAl IS & GRIR & 3 o @ FoAhR A gy 3egial gl "gled YEd & §9
H 31cTerd Afes JATAFRT AT 1816 &1 WTH ARTAT LT 57 Tohd i1 SIRIITToT T

TRl & AR SIATSll Y ol TAMAT Y, S deh fob faenfAer geaaia o w1

Tracing the history of the right to privacy since 1604, the judge said it finally came to be
recognised as a part of Article 21 by the Supreme Court in the 1996 People’s Union
for Civil Liberties (PUCL) case, and the PUCL verdict was affirmed by a Bench of the
top court in the 2019 K.S. Puttaswamy case.

Muefiar & JAAR 5 3fAera F 1604 § I §U FIrAedier o gl foh 58 37dan:
1996 & fiyeiver A F FHlA FIE @ Iede 21 1 FEAT AT 74T R 37
Ao &1 qfte 2019 F F.0d. qeerandl AW A MY 3rered H 9 o &

Saying he had no choice but to follow the decisions of the apex Court, the judge added
that it was another reason why he could not accept the request to expand the scope of
Section 5(2) to help the law enforcement agencies to prevent serious crimes such as
corruption involving public servants and others.

3egie &gl foh GRA FIE & Bl F GIelel HA & @l 30 T HIS Tdehod oTg0
£ 3 T8 FROT § 7 98 4RT 5(2) F RN FT T dlF daa! IR 3T @ &
AT oserar AW AR T F Aw A FE[F Yo T AAl H AGE FA F
3 T TIRR AT H Fehd |

"However noble and well-intended the objective may be, tapping of phones, dehors a
'public emergency’ or in the 'interests of public safety' as stipulated in Section 5(2)

of the Act, cannot be legally justified as the law presently stands," the judge said, while
allowing a 2018 writ petition.

"ol & 36aT fohdeT o A 3R Hererl it o g1, 3R $rawr 5(2) 7 Afdse

WA F HTAHIe AT WS Tas FI&T F B & FT6T $iel ST AT TAAT HlofeT

& BT Pl T A 3RAT AL SEIAT ST Hebvel," wITATENA o 2018 F T Re Fnfr=r
Pl TAPR FId gT el

P. Kishore of Cﬁennai-based Everonn Education Limited had filed the petition to
quash an authorisation issued by the Union Home Secretary on August 12, 2011, for
the CBI to intercept his phone calls.
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o Ueeis U vavia vopgee fAfiRs & . fral 12 3ered 2011 A FDT 7 Wl
ZaRT HIEI3TE A IAF BT P A F F AT TR vF wifdwIor gy H
Tg @ & fav o g f 4

e The intercepted calls led to the arrest of Additional Commissioner of Income Tax
Andasu Ravinder for allegedly receiving a bribe of ¥50 lakh.

o ST T AT FHic F HROT AR F ATARFT NG 35W WG FI 50 AT@ T
#1 F¥T Neaa o F 3IRT 7 TREAR fRar =)

¢ Holding that there was absolutely no question of 'public emergency’ or 'public safety’
in the present case, requiring the tapping of the petitioner's phone, the judge ordered
that the intercepted calls should not be used for any purpose, not even as evidence in
the criminal trial against the petitioner.

. e AW U % 36 A # WHEAE AT AT WSS GO F S Far
& & o, Ty TIRFHAT & B T T e I MTTHaT gral, ~ararefier & 3meer
fear & gexdee fopu a1w Ffear &1 foRalr o 3eged & forw 39T a8 foram Srer
aIfeT, Tt a& B fREmat & Baw Ut gwe & weg & & 7 o a8

o Justice Venkatesh held the Home Secretary’s order to be unconstitutional, since it
had been passed in violation of Section 5(2) of the 1885 Act.

o FARHE dFAA E wRAT F I F IwAwAF AT Fifs T8 1885 ffaww Hir
RT 5(2) T 3eoltel Hh UIRd fohdT I1T AT

o Further, the procedural requirement of placing the Secretary’s authorisation before the
review committee had not been followed, he said.

o 358 Fgl & sTP 3rciar GHIET AT & Toer afg & wfaaHor i et v
gfshdT ST dTelel gl fohaT I1aT AT|
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NHRC notice to Odisha govt. over assault of two persons

gl SFfFaAY W gH A dHT NHRC &1 3024 WWER A

NHRC notice to Odisha govt.
over assault of two persons

e EEE s s R EEEEE s e e EEE ...y

:GS Paper Il Polity______.__._:
The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC)
on Wednesday said it had issued notices to the
Odisha government and the State’s police chief
over reports that two people belonging to the
Scheduled Caste were allegedly beaten up, forced
to eat grass, and drink drain water on suspicion
of illegal cattle smuggling in Ganjam district.
Their mobile phones were reportedly snatched
and their heads were also forcibly tonsured by
the people belonging to another community;, it
said. The NHRC has taken “suo motu cognisance
of a media report revealing that two persons
were beaten up, forced to eat grass and drink
drain water, on suspicion of illegally smuggling
cattle by people belonging to other community

m on June, 26,” it said in a statement. emn

The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) on Wednesday said it had
issued notices to the Odisha government and the State’s police chief over reports
that two people belonging to the Scheduled Caste were allegedly beaten up,
forced to eat grass, and drink drain water on suspicion of illegal cattle smuggling
in Ganjam district.

T AAASR 3TN (NHRC) / gUar &I g1 & 3wa 3if3en awar 3k
TS & yfow wogE ) Aiftw o fre 8 owe o o & s anfa & @
I FY e 9y aEFd F wag A ey a3, g @@ AR areh F71 g f & Ao
Forqy fFar o

e Their mobile phones were reportedly snatched and their heads were also forcibly
tonsured by people belonging to another community, it said.

RAIE & AR, 37 AT BT Bl 7T 3R 37 X 3 q@ FFEr & A9l ganT
STl HZATT AT
e The NHRC has taken “suo motu cognisance” of a media report revealing that two
persons were beaten up, forced to eat grass and drink drain water, on suspicion of
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illegally smuggling cattle by people belonging to other community on June 26, it said

in a statement.
NHRC & Tad: §4 (suo motu cognisance) for § v #Hifsar Rare &, fGas

ST a7 ¥ T 26 ST T GEY AGTT & 1Al SaRT AT 9Y qEH & Hag A o
it st der I, ' Wiel 3R ATl 1 gl 9 & fT #orey foar arm, I8
aId U T H FHEr TS|

National Human Right Commission (NHRC)
ST ATTAIYRR AT (NHRC)

The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) of India was established on October 12,
1993, under the Protection of Human Rights Act (PHRA), 1993, to promote and protect
human rights in the country.

AR H ATeTa HAFRY T dordr o 3R o7t T & ToIT 12 agak 1993 Fl AT HAFR
weror wfafags (PHRA), 1993 & dgd TS AEI8®R 3T (NHRC) &1 F419ar & a18
A

Composition and Eligibility Criteria
T AR 9THaT AgE

The NHRC comprises a Chairperson, five full-time Members, and seven deemed
Members/Ex-officio Members.

TATIIRE H U HewaT, o qoieifas weed, 3R @ 9T FEET &

Chairperson: A person who has been a Chief Justice of India or a Judge of the Supreme
Court.

IETRT: 9 SATTd Sl ARG & TuTer ararefer a1 goier FIE & Fararefier @ &
Members:

e One Member who is, or has been, a Judge of the Supreme Court.
T e S HieT IE & arameiier § a1 36 I 2

e One Member who is, or has been, the Chief Justice of a High Court.
Teh HEET ST ol 30 #ATITery & & warareier § a1 3@ I &

o Three Members, of whom at least one shall be a woman, to be appointed from
among persons having knowledge or practical experience in human rights.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page3 3



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

T TeTT FH13 e T 3 T AfgaT g TfiRT, 3R St Aea AAFRY & &7 7 A1
I TR 317374 &l

Deemed Members:

The Chairpersons of national commissions for Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes,
Minorities, Women, Backward Classes, Child Rights, and the Chief Commissioner for
Persons with Disabilities serve as ex-officio Members.

& fou fsa wedrr 3mart & reger, 3R Reanr afFadl § T 787 WgFa, 8T TG T 8
el

Tenure of NHRC Members
TATTIRH TSEAT FHT RIS

e Protection of Human Rights (Amendment) Act, 2019 revised the tenure of the
Chairperson and Members.

AT AAFR FR&T0T (WeereT) rfafaaT, 2019 & 3reweT 3R Ferdt & s & g
e

They hold office for a term of three years or until they attain the age of seventy years,
whichever is earlier.

oo aut T 3af oo I FAR a§ Y Y UIed FA o, S o g &, U W B Bl

They are eligible for re-appointment.

3 iR & T 2 B

Recent Appointments

gTer o fag it

On December 30, 2024, Justice V. Ramasubramanian assumed charge as the
Chairperson of NHRC (As of May 2025).

30 fewaT 2024 1 FAIALE A TATGIACIHA 7 TATIHEH F IJETET $ T H HIIHAR TGO
fera|

Human Rights Bodies having legal backing
Flelall HTUR qTel ATTATTURR fohT
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National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) is a statutory body responsible for the
protection and promotion of human rights.

TAT AAGIASHR AT (NHRC) Teh dunfaieh e § S ARl T 36T 3R g &
faw Seer &

National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) ensures that laws and
policies are in consonance with the child rights perspective.

TSET a1 HFAFR WIETT 39T (NCPCR) I8 gAfRad acr & & aefer 3R Afaar arer
HOFRT F gfewor F A« @ &l

National Commission for Women (NCW) works to protect the rights and legal entitlements
of women.

USET ARSI AT (NCW) A3 & 3MRRT 3R wefelr 3Rt 1 3 & fow & s
gl

National Commission for Minority Education (NCMCE) is entrusted with safeguarding the
educational rights of minorities.

T FeqaEdsd AT AT (NCMCE) & 3cudEge! & AeTfoeh feRT T &1 Hr
SFaerr didr ag &1
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Monsoon session from July 21 to August 21
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Monsoon
session from
July 21 to

el Paper II: Parliamentary !
‘Sessions

PressTiust of India "~ ~'
NEW DELHI

The government on Wed-
nesday said the Monsoon
session of Parliament will
begin on July 21 and conti-
nue till August 21, a week
longer than planned ear-
lier, signalling a heavy le-
gislative agenda.

Parliamentary  Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju said
President Droupadi Mur-
mu had approved the go-
vernment’s proposal to
convene the session from
July 21 to August 21.

“In view of Indepen-
dence Day -celebrations,
there will be no sittings on
the 13th and 14th of Au-
gust,” Mr. Rijiju said in a
post on X.

Earlier, the session was
to conclude on August 12,
but now it has been ex-
tended by a week.

The longer duration of
the session comes amid
the government’s plans to
bring in key legislations, in-
cluding one to facilitate the
entry of the private sector
in the atomic energy do-
main. The government is
planning to amend the Ci-
vil Liability for Nuclear
Damage Act and the Atom-
ic Energy Act to implement
the announcement in the
Union Budget to open up
the nuclear sector for priv-
ate players.
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The government on Wednesday said the Monsoon session of Parliament will
begin on July 21 and continue till August 21, a week longer than planned earlier,
signalling a heavy legislative agenda.

WEHR A FUAR FT FgT & THE FT AGTYA T 21 Jo$ F Y& gon 3R 21 P16
aF T, St GEd Y Aol § T wodre dAF ¢, O ol furd welEr w1 w@dhd
forerar &1

Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju said President Droupadi Murmu had
approved the government’s proposal to convene the session from July 21 to August
21.

Twer F At R RS et o wegufer ghady agaf a1 21 o & 21 sereq A
T oI & EFR & Td1d H F & &

e “Inview of Independence Day celebrations, there will be no sittings on the 13th and
14th of August,” Mr. Rijiju said in a post on X.

R RIS X R v Oive & e, “Facadl Gaa TANE F €9 & WA §U13
3R 14 3T€a FT S5k AT g
o Earlier, the session was to conclude on August 12, but now it has been extended by a
week.

Ugel, Tg TF 12 I T TATCT gl 2T, Afthed 37197 38 T Aedg & [T a1 fGam

I gl

e The longer duration of the session comes amid the government’s plans to bring in key
legislations, including one to facilitate the entry of the private sector in the atomic
energy domain.

T T ofdl AT FhR Sl Agedqor fAAIHT &l ool 1 ATt & &= 317 W@ &,
TSieT a7y Fart & 7 S & & yaw & A a6 & AU v g i

gl

The government is planning to amend the Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage Act and the
Atomic Energy Act to implement the announcement in the Union Budget to open up the
nuclear sector for private players.

TR sl Faferal & fov AT &89 # Gield & FET Foe # U a0 evom & ] we
& fou et 30w Rfda aafafadY vee 3 ooy 3ot sftfags & derus w3 @
ST &l & B
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SC to hear Uddhav’s petition
on July 14 to use ‘Shiv Sena’
name, symbol for local polls

Maharashtra Deputy CM Eknath Shinde and his group must be restrained from using party name,

the reserved symbol and party flag, says Shiv Sena (UBT) chief Uddhav Thackeray’s counsel

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

hiv Sena (UBT) lead-
Ser Uddhav Thacke-

ray asked the Su-
preme Court on
Wednesday to urgently
hear an application to let
his faction use the party
name ‘Shiv Sena’ with its
reserved symbol of ‘bow
and arrow’ and the ‘saf-
fron flag with two horizon-
tal conical ends’ with the
emblem of ‘roaring tiger’

for the forthcoming Maha-
rashtra local body
elections.

Making an urgent oral
mentioning before a Vaca-
tion Bench of Justices M.M.
Sundresh and Vinod Chan-
dran, senior advocate De-
vadatt Kamat, for Mr.
Thackeray, said Maharash-
tra Deputy Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde and his
group must be restrained
from using the party
name, the reserved sym-
bol and the flag with the
emblem.

‘Pious’ markings
Mr. Kamat submitted that
voters in the State consider

Uddhav Thackeray had challenged the poll body S decnsmn to allot
the party name to Eknath Shinde’s faction in 2023. FILE PHOTO

these emblems as the
“pious” markings of the
‘original Shiv Sena’ party.

“The symbols ‘bow and
arrow’, ‘saffron-coloured
flag’ and the ‘roaring tiger’
are the very identity of the
original Shiv Sena party
from 1985... Shiv Sena in its
original form has been
consistently elected by vo-
ters,” the application by
Mr. Thackeray said.

After Mr. Shinde and a
group of his loyalists broke
away from the undivided
party then led by Mr.
Thackeray, the Election
Commission of India (EC)
had ruled in his favour and

allotted the name ‘Shiv Se-
na’ and the party’s re-
served symbol to his fac-
tion in February 2023.

Mr. Thackeray had chal-
lenged the EC’s decision
and the case has been
pending in the top court
for two years.

On Wednesday, Mr.
Thackeray’s application
urged the top court to di-
rect the EC to allot a diffe-
rent party name and sym-
bol to Mr. Shinde’s group
for the upcoming elections
to 27 municipal corpora-
tions, 232 municipal coun-
cils and 125 nagar pan-
chayats in Maharashtra.

Mr. Kamat even suggest-
ed an alternative.

He referred to how the
top court had intervened
in the case of the National-
ist Congress Party (NCP),
by allowing the breakaway
faction of Ajit Pawar to use
the party’s original ‘clock’
symbol, provided that
they issued a public
notice.

The notice, widely cir-
culated in the media, must
clarify that the dispute ov-
er the EC’s allocation of
the symbol to Mr. Ajit Pa-
war was still sub judice in
the Supreme Court.

The senior counsel said
the court could come up
with an identical order in
the case of the Shiv Sena
too for the local body elec-
tions. The counsel for Mr.
Shinde’s side said elec-
tions to both the Lok Sab-
ha and the Assembly were
held with no such chang-
es.

The top court had de-
clined to entertain a simi-
lar request from Mr.
Thackeray’s camp earlier
on May 7, he countered.

The Vacation Bench list-
ed the case for July 14.
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SC to hear Uddhav’s petition on July 14 to use ‘Shiv Sena’
name, symbol for local polls

AT Faral F foaw ‘Ra@ar 7w, R & 3931 W) 3qua #
ITTRHT 14 S[eTS HT FAI THIHA FIC

Maharashtra Deputy CM Eknath Shinde and his group must be restrained from
using party name, the reserved symbol and party flag, says Shiv Sena (UBT) chief
Uddhav Thackeray’s counsel.

HERTSE & ITHETHA Tahetry A 3R 3% wogg 1 ardt 7 a7, IRfdra welter e 3k
Tél FT €at 3TN FA ¥ Akl AT, AT RG@AT (UBT) W@ 35U ST & Fohrel o

SeTl

Shiv Sena (UBT) leader Uddhav Thackeray asked the Supreme Court on
Wednesday to urgently hear an application to let his faction use the party name ‘Shiv
Sena’ with its reserved symbol of ‘bow and arrow’ and the ‘saffron flag with two
horizontal conical ends’ with the emblem of ‘roaring tiger’ for the forthcoming
Maharashtra local body elections.

fRAE@=T (UBT) AT 3qa ST o FUAR I FHHA HIE A eTer fohar foh Se7eht arél st
IR FERTSE TATAT FAwrer Farat # ‘Rya@ar 1#, ‘gepe-aror 3RFEd fKeg A &
aifast erFarR fARY arer FaRar eaer am‘mimganw & Ydieh REsT & 3uAer Hr
AT & ST |

Making an urgent oral mentioning before a Vacation Bench of Justices M.M. Sundresh
and Vinod Chandran, senior advocate Devadatt Kamat, for Mr. Thackeray, said

Maharashtra Deputy CM Eknath Shinde and his group must be restrained from using
the party name, the reserved symbol and the flag with the emblem.

STt OH.OH. Gexer 3R Retig daet 1 sraerer s & waat aRss ifiaerdr daea
FTAA A FgT & AFRISE F ITAEAHA vaharrer R 3R 357 Togg 1 a1t &1 A1, IRfara
feg 3R gditer R arar east 39T aar § AehT ST

Mr. Kamat submitted that voters in the State consider these emblems as the “pious”
markings of the ‘original Shiv Sena’ party.

A HIAT 2 g o T F AdSTAT Fo1 Fcllen! 1 'FeT Ra@ar arél & "ufda fKes #A=d §1

“The symbols ‘bow and arrow’, ‘saffron-coloured flag’ and the ‘roaring tiger’ are the
very identity of the original Shiv Sena party from 1985... Shiv Sena in its original form
has been consistently elected by voters,” the application by Mr. Thackeray said.

AT ST T ATIHT H gl ITT, " U-a10T, FHRAT €qr 3R ol §HT aTEr & Tcllh
1985 & HeT fAGA=T ITEl i TgeleT 8. Hol &7 H RIGHAT T FINMAR HAGTATIHT GaRT AT
IRl
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After Mr. Shinde and a group of his loyalists broke away from the undivided party then
led by Mr. Thackeray, the Election Commission of India (EC) had ruled in his favour
and allotted the name ‘Shiv Sena’ and the party’s reserved symbol to his faction in
February 2023.

ST A R 3 37 TALSHT & THg o A ST F aAded arelr I It & 310797 gt
3T FHE ST, T AR & AT AT (EC) o BIady 2023 # 3ofeh vaf #H thawer fea
R Rra@ar =1 3R 91t 1 HRTETT Telteh 3oeh I Y JTafed fohar

Mr. Thackeray had challenged the EC’s decision and the case has been pending in the
top court for two years.

AT BT o TeATd AT F HFe T Gelel &1 AT 3R Ig AT &Y aut & e FIE & g
gl

On Wednesday, Mr. Thackeray’s application urged the top court to direct the EC to
allot a different party name and symbol to Mr. Shinde’s group for the upcoming
elections to 27 municipal corporations, 232 municipal councils and 125 nagar
panchayats in Maharashtra.

AR 1 AT STehY hT ATt & FHRT FIE @ 3H1I7E T 17 o a5 Toara AT o fider &
o 3Tl FERTSE & 27 IR fara, 232 FaRarfasT TRwet 3R 125 FIR G gdl & LeAal
& o 4 RIG & Fg 1 FIg 3reter aiet 71 3R e mafea famar so|

Mr. Kamat even suggested an alternative.
Y AT o Teh dohieddh Teard T 1@

He referred to how the top court had intervened in the case of the Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP), by allowing the breakaway faction of Ajit Pawar to use the
party’s original ‘clock’ symbol, provided that they issued a public notice.

3egiel I foh 1T HIE o IS FT 9IEf (NCP) & HTHS 7 8 gEarary fama a,
STgT 37T g I[C AT TR 1 A1t 1 F{eT ‘LY e SEIHATS el T Iegafct & 1S off,
STt 3 HraST A Faer STy |

The notice, widely circulated in the media, must clarify that the dispute over the EC’s
allocation of the symbol to Mr. Ajit Pawar was still sub judice in the Supreme Court.

3 AT A TGS AT AT TR 4t 3T 9aR Y g rafee et 1 Telra AR T
et 373t o ofter e o Rramrelier © 31k 5@ A fSar & cardes w9 @ warRa o o )

The senior counsel said the court could come up with an identical order in the case of
the Shiv Sena too for the local body elections.

aR™E Jferaerdl = wgl foh TAAT Ty Yerat & Aeel 7 fradar & forw of snic Tar g
A S ThT g |

The counsel for Mr. Shinde’s side said elections to both the Lok Sabha and the
Assembly were held with no such changes.

A R F 78T & gohrel A e o dverarem 3R Rremerars & gorrar e fondly O sgera &

FT AT |

The top court had declined to entertain a similar request from Mr. Thackeray’s camp
earlier on May 7, he countered.
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3egiel Stare &2 foh G FIE A ggel 7 7S I A ST F TaT I S8 G & IRe

TART et § 3P T 6T AT
e The Vacation Bench listed the case for July 14.

TR 9IS o 3 ATHA AT 14 Jelr$ & foIv Gheewr fanar)

PDP asks why
J&K still has

no Advocate
General

The Hindu Bureau
SRINExplanation

The Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP) on Wednesday
raised concern over the
“failure” of the elected go-
vernment in Jammu and
Kashmir to appoint an Ad-
vocate General for the Un-
ion Territory, nine months
after assuming office.

“Nine months into an
elected government, J&K
still has no Advocate Gen-
eral. At a time when critical
constitutional matters
stemming from August 5
are in courts, this vacuum
is deliberate,” PDP leader
and MLA from Pulwama
Waheed-ur-Rehman Parra
said.

In several instances,
courts in J&K have re-
marked “it would be essen-
tial to hear the learned Ad-
vocate General” to
adjudicate upon key mat-

ters pending before them.

PDP asks why J&K still has no Advocate
General

St o ot T ST 3 3reft g FeTiREEar
The Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) on Wednesday raised
concern over the “failure” of the elected government in Jammu

. and Kashmir to appoint an Advocate General for the Union

Territory, nine months after assuming office.

diqew SANHESH aIél (PDP) & qUar #Y 51+ AR FAR & geannfaa
TEHR EaRT TG AT weer & forw Agifdaerar (Advocate General)
$1 rgfFra 7 @t 7l a1 off e T W R s

. “Nine months into an elected government, J&K still has no
Advocate General. At a time when critical constitutional matters
stemming from August 5 are in courts, this vacuum is deliberate,” PDP
leader and MLA from Pulwama Waheed-ur-Rehman Parra said.

"at 7R S ST & 1G #17 STF-hHAR H AgIfraadT (Advocate General)
el & | ST 5 IIEd A Haftra Ageaqor waunfas AwTer rererdr # wfad €,
dd g Wrelve STeiggient g," dI8idY Sar 3R Jefarar & faurge agig-33-

IEHAT T o FeT|

o In several instances, courts in J&K have remarked “it would be
essential to hear the learned Advocate General’ to adjudicate upon key
matters pending before them.

&S AT W, FTFH-FIHR HT IreTeral o e ¢ Toh SoTeh THET wifeard
Hgeaqul AR 9T 0T ot & ferw AgTferasrar (Advocate General) & T
AT HTTLTH I |
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Advocate General

vEdlhe STeAlel

The Advocate General is the chief legal advisor to a state government in India,
a position established under Article 165 of the Constitution of India.

UsAlHT Fee Usd WHER FT A&7 s wegar g ¥, 3 I ug s wfaume
¥ HeTdE 165 & dga FUI 1

« Appointment & Qualification
The Governor of a state appoints the Advocate General.
They must be qualified to be a High Court judge, i.e., must be an Indian citizen and
have served as a High Court judge for at least 5 years or as an advocate for at
least 10 years.

S & AIIT GART TSAlhe Sfeflel &l g & el 2
3og 30 AT & AT g7 & oI 979 g1 IR0, AT 3 HRAT AR &
3R 5 9 3= =TT # Fararefier ¢ g7 AT 10 € rfOraear 1@ gl

. Term & Remuneration
Holds office during the pleasure of the Governor (i.e., no fixed term; tenure ends if
Governor or dismissal).
Remuneration is decided by the Governor.

3ThT IS TSAYTS T FTOT o GRIT BIaT ¢ (1S AT AT ALT; ToIITe & gCTad
R GcA &l TohdT ¢) |
37T ddlsT TSI EaRT I BT & |

o Functions & Duties
Acts as the Legal Advisor to the state government, providing legal opinion on
matters referred by the Governor.
Undertakes legal duties assigned by the Governor or under any law, including those
under the Constitution.

May appear before any court within the state, representing the government.
T THR & T RARF TARHR & T & HF FaT §, 3R TsITeT aRT Teisid
A R A T &ar |
TgaTe AT fahdll FTsfsT & dgd 34 fafts s aar gl
T THR 1 ufafafca frd ol s sararey & w0 Fohdr ¢
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Legislative Participation & Privileges

Under Article 177, the Advocate General has the right to speak and participate in
proceedings of the state legislature or its committees—but cannot vote.

Enjoys legislative privileges and immunities, similar to members.

ITERE 177 & B USdlehe Sfeiiel ol TRt a1 g&eh! ATATAT T shRiare! # aterer
T TSR 2T &, AfheT AT &t &7 FTUFR 78T
3¢ HeEd! & FHATT AU AR gfawaror ured giar &

Distinction from Attorney General

The Attorney General for India (under Article 76) advises the Union government,
while the Advocate General advises a state government.

AGI has national jurisdiction; AG has state-level jurisdiction.

TETHT STeTel 3T 33T (317T0C 76) T TR AT HollGhN &, STdich TSAFE SAeTel
g HIPR T |
AGI| T TSR 81T TS, AG FT THIT I ¢ |

lllustrative Example

In Rajasthan, the office of the state Advocate General outlines duties under
Articles 165 & 177, affirming the AG as the “Supreme law officer of the State”,
equal in rank to a minister in legislative matters.

3CTEI0T & & H, TSAEYTT H USAlhe Sfeilel Tl AT HeJeoq 165 & 177 & g
3relt foererar aRenfid aar §, 3138 “vow &1 o Rfts sy A s g,
g i faeamft Arrat & &3 & SRR gIar g

The position ensures state governments have expert legal guidance on
constitutional, administrative, and policy matters.

Courts often express the need to hear the Advocate General for key cases,
highlighting the role’s importance in effective legal representation and governance.

Ig ge; YA HIdl ¢ o T7 THR & arq waenfass, germafas i Afa aAmrat &
fareIwr=1 faferen ellgshr &l

~IRATeIY 1R g & Toh Hgea ol ATH 7 TSAIHE Fellel T I Geall IaRITh g, ST
9 31{HHT & Hged H AT B |
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for digital formats

T oF Fg ¥ Bfoed yrwat F e
IRETE fAT#T FT 37T FIA Y FaT

The Delhi High Court on Wednesday directed

the Union government to consider amending the
HC asks Centre to update existing Right to Information (RTI) Rules to

RTI rules for digital formats facilitate the provision of information through
modern electronic formats such as email, pen

The Delhi High Court on Wednesday directed the drives, or cloud-based platforms.
Union government to consider amending the

existing Right to Information (RTI) Rules to feedll 815 FCA W H FHg GIER BT Fﬁa‘@T HAdT
facilitate the provision of\information through )

modern electronic formgts such as email, pen 1 IfFR (RTI) oA 7 gaus FA W AR
drives, or cloud-based platforms. A Bench ﬁé’? ﬁ'ﬂT aify gﬁﬂ'

comprising Chief Justice D.K. Upadhyaya and T T ’ et S99 T Fel13S TR

Justice Tushar Rao Gedela asked the competent CATHIH AW ITYAF SAFeifoid Tl & ATCIH &
a ~

authority to take an apprppriate decision on the

matter in three months. The court was hearing a m LG YT &

PIL filed by Mr. Aditya Chauhan, who highlighted

that Rule 4(d) of the RTI Rules, 2012 continues to .. . ]

refer to obsolete mediumis like diskettes and « ABenchcom prising Chief Justice D.K.

floppies to provide RTI responses. Upadhyaya and Justice Tushar Rao Gedela asked the

competent authority to take an appropriate decision on

the matter in three months.
HET FaraTeier 3.3, 3T 3R e QR T AT i IS o FaTH Tiftentor 56
AT W et AL 7 3T Aok o 1 FEm)

e The court was hearing a PIL filed by Mr. Aditya Chauhan, who highlighted that Rule
4(d) of the RTI Rules, 2012 continues to refer to obsolete mediums like diskettes and
floppies to provide RTI responses.

31eTer At I TheTer q@aRT aRR v FaAfRd AR N Gorars X W o, ol I8
3SR foram fos RTI fovaraT, 2012 & faer 4(d) # 319 o fBedhew 3 wardier S @
HTETHT T Iooi fHam a7 &, Toietsh ATeaH ¥ RTI 30X Yer T o &1
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The Right to Information (RTI) Act, 2005
=T FT ATOFR (IRA3ME) iz, 2005

RIGHT TO INFORMATION

About Right to Information
The Right to Information (RTI) is an act of the Parliament
of India which sets out the rules and procedures regar-
ding citizens' right to information.

visit IEOCNL R 0l or Download The APP b

« Overview

AT faavor

The RTI Act, 2005 is a legislation enacted by the Parliament of India and Delhi
Legislative Assembly to formalise citizens' right to access information from public
authorities, replacing the Freedom of Information Act, 2002.

IS AT, 2005 7R Fr FHE AR e Remews garr swfafaafaa e
Il &, il ARG T HIdoTToieh TTARIOT { FAT ITed it &l HTURR o= &
U YTl AT § | T Gl Y FaaTar AfAfaae, 2002 $Hr serg o |
e It empowers any Indian citizen to request information from a “public authority”—
defined as a government body or its instrumentation—and mandates an expeditious

response within 30 days, or within 48 hours if the subject pertains to life or liberty
of the requester.

T FRaT off AR ATIRS F1 "HES S NS0T SRER IT 3T SHE g—J
AT HidTet Rl RN el & 3R T 30 fat o iR 3R &t a1 I Aol Staet 41
FadFdT & TS gF ar 48 8¢ H 3 &l ol HATeary T ¢
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Objectives and Legal Foundation
35527 3R FTEAY TR
The RTI Act is designed to empower citizens, promote transparency, fight

corruption, and strengthen democratic governance by ensuring public
accountability.

IS FTATATR F7 3c2T ARTRGT Y TAFA TATAT, TRE RIAT Y TETaT =T,
TR & 35T 3N ANFAIAF ATHT F g8 F ¢, [HH WrASAforeh STaracer
giAfad g g |
Though not explicitly a Fundamental Right, RTl is implied under Articles 19(1)(a)

(Freedom of Speech and Expression) and 21 (Right to Life and Liberty), upheld
through Supreme Court precedents and codified in the Act.

gTelifeah HRE3MS T Tse § F A 31w R 787 Fa1 7127 §, AfeeT I 3]s
19(1)(a) (3=t 3R R BT T R IFede 21 (St AR FaddT A
HAR) & HeTd Afea far &, 58 Fgoler FIE & okt & gl fear g
Key Provisions
JEI:ECI' LIcLIGE

Applicability covers all public authorities, including government-funded bodies.

Ig gaft ardarfars wftreon, forest avar) fanfa s anfde §, e giare |
No justification is required for requesting information.

AT AT & fore et 3itfRrer it smaegerar 71&i g |

Time-bound responses: Standard 30 days; if it concerns life/liberty, then 48 hours.
FHAYEEY I HHAI: 30 foet, 3 I Ameer Sias/raaaar A Erardr4g ae &

3R ST a2 g

Delay or refusal can result in penalties up to ¥25,000 for PIOs.

fareie A1 3TEIPR X W STet Fo=1 HAFRY (PIO) TR 25,000 ook HT STATAT oII1AT ST

HhdT ¢

Two-tier appeal mechanism: First to an internal appellate authority, then to the
State/Central Information Commissions.

aI-Ea Jrdier d: Ugel Aafe vl wiftraor, fhe Tea/de e amaier & 94|

Section 4 mandates public authorities to proactively disclose key information and
computerise records for widespread dissemination.

T 4 & I TIATToTeh TTAFIUT T THE ATAFRT TTART FF F TR Flat
3R Re#1s 1 BfSeTIor it &1 raegenrdr gic ¢

Exemptions under Section 8 protect national security, privacy, and commercially
sensitive data; intelligence agencies are exempt barring corruption or human rights
violations.

T 8 & g T o 3T TSI F&T, fasran, 3R sarawifs w7 & wagerefar
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SITTHRY T TR foram a1 §; GRFAT TSfat & SeraR a1 AFATaR gelel i
BISH T T &
. Institutional Framework
HEYTITT oIl
The Central Information Commission (CIC) and State Information Commissions
(SICs) were established on 12 October 2005, the same day the Act came into force.
FERT FIAT ITAT (CIC) 3R T=T FIAT AT (SIC) T TATIAT 12 3HFEER 2005 Y Y
IS o, mﬁ?raaaga%ﬁwaw\'g’ml

e Public Information Officers (PIOs) handle RTI requests; Appellate Authorities
manage internal appeals.

ST FTT HIAFRY (PIO) ITRENINTS 3RIet bl HeTere ©; Irdfier FTFATOT 7TciRep 3rdelt
&1 fAers #d §1
. Historical Background & Adoption
g geasf 3ilv arfieor

Drafted to replace the Freedom of Information Act, 2002, it received Parliament’s
approval on 15 June 2005, and enforcement began on 12 October 2005.

S8 [aT HT FaaAar Jfafaae, 2002 $r sE1g o6l & foT dAR fomar g o, o d 15

STeT 2005 Y HHC; hr HoRT Al 3T 12 3reFga 2005 o #I19] foham aram|

e Originated from the grassroots MKSS movement in the 1990s and earlier state-level
RTI laws in states like Goa, Tamil Nadu, Rajasthan, Karnataka.

Ig 1990 & 32U & Halgy fhaTe AfFd HerseT (MKSS) 3ficTere 3R aitar, afferr,
STEUTH, Fhallceh oI Tl H el A o] TAoT-Fa T HREIIATE FTefal & IR T
. Usage & Impact

99T 31X g

On average, 4,800 RTI applications are filed daily; over 17.5 million requests were
filed in the first 10 years.

3iae ufafee 4,800 IRENITE AT SRR THT ST §; T 10 TR H 1.75 FAS &
3f8e e gif@e fohw 91|

e Globally, 133 countries (91% of world population) have RTI laws, positioning India
within a widespread trend by 2022.

dfRaen &9 4, 133 ST (ST AT Y 91% FAHEAT T A A §) H IREMS HlofeT
¢, Torad 1R ot 2022 e 38 dRaeh Igfy 1 TBEaT & a1 |

e In April-May 2025, Maharashtra SIC mandated all public authorities to publish RTI
applications and responses online for searchability, reducing redundant requests.

IS 2025 H, AFRISE AT AT 3TN (SIC) o Tt Areisiferer TIfLHIOT shr
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TS 3TaeeT 3 T SHiAaTger TR Fet o1 fAcer e, foreer arere are st

Look into representation over
weight-loss drugs: HC to DCGI

The Delhi High Court on Wednesday asked the
Drug Controller General of India (DCGI) to
consult experts and stakeholders in deciding a
plea over drug combinations sold in the market
for weight loss. A bench asked petitioner Jitendra
Chouksey to give a representation to the DGCI,
which was asked to decide the matter in three
months. Mr. Chouksey’s plea alleged that licenses
issued for the use and sale of such drugs were
not based on adequate data. The court, however,
said the plea’s concerns have to be first looked
into and addressed by the DCGI. It allowed
Mr.Chouksey to move the authority and bring
relevant material and documents to its notice.

Look into representation
over weight-loss drugs: HC
to DCGI

golel et Y Sar3it av
yfafafeea av stk #1: feoeht
3T 41T o DCGI A &gl

The Delhi High Court on Wednesday
directed the Drug Controller General
of India (DCGI) to consult experts
and stakeholders before making a
decision on a plea concerning drug
combinations that are sold in the
market for weight loss.

TUAR ) feell 32T Ao A 4R &
3wy e Aefagss (DCGI)

forder e & 98 IR & a9 e & o 9 &1 W@ a1 el & ey & Avir aa @

ggo faewaAl 3T RauRs ¥ wweret

e A bench of the court asked the petitioner, Jitendra Chouksey, to submit a

representation to the DCGI, and directed the DCGI to decide on the matter within three
months.

37eTerd &1 U s o A forde dledt & DCGI 1 v gfafaftea yeqd #@ &t
gl 3R DCGI FT 38 AT W T A F IR Aot o= or fder feam|

e In his plea, Mr. Chouksey alleged that the licenses issued for the use and sale of
such drugs were granted without the support of adequate data.

39T IR 7 A DY & 3R 9T 6 39 e 6 gar3tt & I 3k [ & e
S T T ATSAw gAted 3T & f9ar SRy fhw aTw
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e The court observed that these concerns must be first looked into and addressed by
the DCGI, before the matter can be taken up further.

HETed o Fel o 38 ATA 7 3318 15 RT3t I a8 ugel DCGI garT &&r 3R fAgeran
AT AT, 3T a1 &1 319 AR fovar 51 Ihar &1

e The court permitted Mr. Chouksey to approach the authority and bring all relevant
material and documents to its notice for consideration.

37eTeld o AT TereT T IftrEHoT & et A 3R 38 Hog @ Hefta waft yrfa amreft
3R SEATAAT AT 3eTeh TATT H oflel bl IHeTA T T

Drugs Controller General of India (DCGI) Rd & 3lufer
= Agifaa=+ (DCGI)

e The DCGI is the Head of the Central Drugs Standard Control Organization
(CDSCO) under the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, responsible for approving
licences for specific drug categories such as blood products, IV fluids, vaccines,

and sera in India. « DCGI, TaE2Y 3if IRAR FeAT0T HATAT & dcd¥l horT S ATh
fAi0T HataeT (CDSCO) & 9@ &, 31 R # saf3 391G, IV Feygs, derdlier 3w #r
ST f g3t & ergEd i Fopdl & fav AR 81

e He also sets standards for the manufacturing, sale, import, and distribution of all

drugs in India. « § ART & G gar3it & fAATor, fasea, 3mara 3k faawor & v A= o
fAeaiRa &= 81

Major Roles & Functions @ ${fA&T 3R #

Preparation & maintenance of national reference standards ensures consistent

quality across industries. « TSI HEIT AT HT AR 3R TE@I@TT 3Nt 7 T[oTET Hr
THIETAT GlATEdT LT

e Ensures uniform enforcement of the Drugs & Cosmetics Act, 1940 across all
regions. » 339 3R HISTARFH TFe, 1940 & AT Yadl o Gefr &1 & AR Far g

e Oversees training of drug analysts from State Drug Control Laboratories. « Irag &dr
=0T gdreTTematt & 39T faRerveRt T UfALTOT T ArgeToT FRAT &

e Analyzes cosmetics survey samples received by CDSCO. - CDSCO ¢aRT 9red $r
IS hIEATEHH FSETOT AT Bl TARATIT AT & |

PageSO

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

©

b
Pathshala
www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Central Licensing Authority for Medical Devices **ffercaT 3u=vil &

Following the notification of the Medical Device Rules, 2017 (effective from 1 Jan
2018), the DCGI also functions as the Central Licensing Authority (CLA) for medical

devices. « RIfércar 3usIor =, 2017 (S 1 ST=Tar 2018 J gTET g3m) fr AT
& §1g, DCGI RITRcHT 3UUl & Tl shalr TgHTHT AUTAT (CLA) hr s7ffenT 8 fairely
ERG RS

Medical devices are classified into four risk-based classes (A to D). « Rfehcar
39N ol TR SNTEH STEH (A & D) H gafiche fehar I &

Class C & D devices: DCGI directly grants licences. * Class C & D 39sIUT: dTSHH
Sisftams gamr T S Ry o ¥

Class A & B devices: DCGI coordinates licensing through State Drug Controllers,
who act as State Licensing Authorities (SLA). * Class A & B 39aUT: T 3itafer

= Feter) F ATETH ATSEY Y 9iHAT A AT §, ST TsT ASHHT AT (THTAT)
1 sy 3 Tvomeh et
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Multi-agency
probe busts
international
drug cartel

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Wednesday con-
gratulated the Narcotics
Control Bureau (NCB) and
other law enforcement
agencies for busting an in-
ternational drug cartel that
operated in over 10 coun-
tries across four conti-
nents.

While the NCB’s inputs
have also led to crack-
downs in the United States
and Australia, eight alleged
syndicate members have
been arrested so far.

In a post on X, the Home
Minister said, “The probe
set a stellar example of
multi-agency coordination,
resulting in eight arrests
and seizures of five con-
signments while triggering
crackdowns in the U.S. and
Australia against the ring
that operates across four
continents.”
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Multi-agency probe busts international drug
cartel

Ig-TSIH] ST & ARSI 9T FIEA HT HSTHIS
Union Home Minister Amit Shah on Wednesday
congratulated the Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) and other
law enforcement agencies for busting an international drug

cartel that operated in over 10 countries across four
continents.

o HIE AN HAT A F qUAR T ARSFIEFH FEre g0 (NCB)
3R 317 FIefeT YaeieT TATAAT 1 IR AGIGT 7 10 F 3t auif 7 A
I T HAWTSENT 3T FHIEeT T HIHIS Il T TS &1

o While the NCB'’s inputs have also led to crackdowns in the

United States and Australia, eight alleged syndicate members have
been arrested so far.

«  Safh NCB & 3ac & WFd Tod IrARawT 3R sitee i 4 off
SIS S 8, 39 I TS HAT RAfBHe Fewal F1 TREIR fhar 2 g

. In a post on X, the Home Minister said, “The probe set a stellar
example of multi-agency coordination, resulting in eight arrests and
seizures of five consignments while triggering crackdowns in the
U.S. and Australia against the ring that operates across four
continents.”

o T8 FAT A X T Th GIEC e, ‘T ST qg-TSIH! WHAeAT HT SFE
3ETE0T a1, foraeh IRuTHTawT 316 RFaiar 3R g @ut $ir ssdr
g%, Ty & wgwa Tsa IR 3w sife for F aw weredat F wfv
e o el 1ars AE g1
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Azerbaijan standoft challenges
Russia’s post-Soviet influence

Relations soured after a 2024 jet crash near Aktau and worsened after Russian police raided ethnic Azerbaijanis in Russia;
Bakuss criticism of Putin signals a shift, while for Moscow, the row highlights its weakening hold over former Soviet region

BAKU

zerbaijan and Rus-
A sia are locked in an
escalating  diplo-

matic standoff that has un-
derscored Moscow’s wea-
kening supremacy in the
Caucasus, a strategic re-
gion where major powers
are vying for influence.

For Azerbaijan, once
wary of alienating Moscow,
the standoff has snow-
balled into one of the shar-
pest public rifts in years
and a potential turning
point in its balancing act
between Russia and the
West.

Deadly crash

The downturn in relations
started when an Azerbaija-
ni Airlines passenger jet
crash-landed near Aktau,
Kazakhstan, killing 38 of
the 67 people on board in
December 2024.

The aircraft had been en
route to the southern Rus-
sian city of Grozny when it
is widely reported to have
been hit by Russian anti-
aircraft defences that were
trying to thwart a Ukrai-
nian drone attack.

In a rare public clash
with his Russian counter-
part Vladimir Putin, Azer-
baijan’s President Ilham
Aliyev demanded an apol-
ogy, admission of guilt,
and also punishment for
those found responsible
for the “criminal” downing

[

Fiery row: Russian President Vladimir Putin with his Azerbaijani counterpart Ilham Aliyev in Moscow. AP

of the plane.

Further angering Azer-
baijan, Mr. Putin acknow-
ledged that Russian air de-
fences were operational in
the area at the time of the
crash but did not admit
Russia shot down the plane
by mistake, instead only
apologising for the fact
that the “incident” oc-
curred in Russian air
space.

The relationship dete-
riorated further after Rus-
sian police on June 27 tar-
geted ethnic Azerbaijanis
in Yekaterinburg in raids
authorities said were relat-
ed to a years-old criminal
case. Two people died and
six were arrested.

Baku has accused Rus-
sian police of “torture” and

deliberately killing them,
while Moscow said one
man suffered a heart attack
during the raid and the se-
cond death was under in-
vestigation. The incident
unleashed a storm of pu-
blic anger in Azerbaijan,
with media and officials
denouncing what they de-
scribed as “systematic bru-
tality” against Azerbaijanis
in Russia.

Journalists detained
Days later, Azerbaijani pol-
ice raided the Baku office
of Sputnik, Russia’s state-
run news agency, detain-
ing three Russian journal-
ists with the footage broad-
cast on pro-state TV.
Bureau chief Igor Karta-
vykh and editor-in-chief

Yevgeny Belousov were la-
ter ordered into four
months of pre-trial deten-
tion on charges of fraud
and money laundering.

Azerbaijan had officially
banned the bureau from
operating in February, but
it had reportedly conti-
nued its operations. Rus-
sian officials denounced
the detentions as “unlaw-
ful” and  politically
motivated.

In a separate case, pro-
Baku media outlets on
Tuesday broadcast images
of beaten-up Russians,
with bloody and swollen
faces in a court hearing,
where they were ordered
into pre-trial detention on
charges of drug trafficking.

Both Moscow and Baku

have already summoned
each other’s ambassador
for dressing downs.

Russia criticised Azer-
baijan’s “highly emotional
response”, accused it of
“deliberately dismantling
bilateral ties” and “grow-
ing hostility”.

Baku cancelled all Rus-
sian cultural events due to
what it called “systematic
acts of violence” against its
citizens. The state-run
AZTV broadcaster aired a
programme denouncing
political repression in Rus-
sia and comparing Mr. Pu-
tin to Soviet dictator Jo-
seph Stalin.

Call with Zelenskyy
Azerbaijan is testing its de-
cades-old reliance on Rus-
sia with the most open crit-
icism in years of Moscow,
including personal attacks
on Mr. Putin in state media
— a sign of Baku'’s increas-
ing assertiveness and confi-
dence on the world stage.

For Moscow, the row
highlights its weakening
grip on a region it ruled for
decades, with its ongoing
invasion of Ukraine having
spooked its  ex-Soviet
partners across the Cauca-
sus and Central Asia.

Amid the escalating
row, Mr. Aliyev held a
phone call with Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Ze-
lenskyy on Tuesday -
drawing ire from the Krem-
lin which accused Kyiv of
pouring fuel on the fire.

Azerbaijan standoff challenges Russia’s post-Soviet
influence

ISRESAT T ATANY T & WATT-T=TT TG Y FaAlelt &1 8
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Azerbaijan and Russia are locked in an escalating diplomatic standoff that has
underscored Moscow’s weakening supremacy in the Caucasus, a strategic region
where major powers are vying for influence.

RIS R T T qgd U ASATA Ty # 6 g §, oo Hiew # A &
FHAR gIet ToEd BT IAPR F T 8, S T Wil &7 & et W@ afFadr worma &
fow gud F @ &

For Azerbaijan, once wary of alienating Moscow, the standoff has snowballed into one
of the sharpest public rifts in years and a potential turning point in its balancing act
between Russia and the West.

AT & AT, S FI AR Y AR FL T TIAT AT, Tg AT IuF & TIT AT
A faF IR A F Teh o1 3197 ¢ 3R T 3 af¥aer & Sy dgerer Ao & veh FeriaeT
el e g

Deadly crash: The downturn in relations started when an Azerbaijani Airlines

passenger jet crash-landed near Aktau, Kazakhstan, killing 38 of the 67 people on
board in December 2024.

Wgém:ﬁ?%ﬁﬁmaa%ggéaamzomﬁﬁﬁaﬁﬁm@mw
I AT 3rFaATs, Fonf@EaTeT & e GUeaAed g 13T, forest 67 At & & 38 aer AR

P(u

The aircraft had been en route to the southern Russian city of Grozny when it is widely
reported to have been hit by Russian anti-aircraft defences that were trying to thwart a
Ukrainian drone attack.

TAHATT Y 2@ A=A I 3N AT IET AT ST ATAT 1T & FoF 30 T TH-TRFwe =B%a
AR AT, ST Toh Fohell 31T gl T Aol e T hITIRN AT @ U |

In a rare public clash with his Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin, Azerbaijan’s
President Ilham Aliyev demanded an apology, admission of guilt, and punishment
for those responsible for the “criminal” downing of the plane.

Tt Irsgafa senfea gfaeT & A1y Ueh geler Ardeiioieh Tohird #H 3oReSIeT & Tsgufa
g AT o AT & “HAfAS” RE & o AT, Sy THwR w3, 31k vt i
ST &7 et AT FI |

Further angering Azerbaijan, Mr. Putin acknowledged that Russian air defences were
operational in the area at the time of the crash but did not admit Russia shot down the
plane, instead only apologising for the fact that the “incident” occurred in Russian air
space.

RS Y 3R ARTS A G, A et & TAHR TR 6 g & Ta a7 & Tt arg
T&TT JoTTelY Tfsh T Y, oifcheT 3oglel Tg TR oTal fohdT foh T o faATT R, sfesd e
%W%ﬁvmﬁmﬁ%u@“m”wﬁﬁﬂémﬁﬁl

The relationship deteriorated further after Russian police on June 27 targeted ethnic
Azerbaijanis in Yekaterinburg in raids authorities said were related to a years-old
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criminal case. Two people died and six were arrested.

e A TR 1 910 S 27 ST o1 Tl Gfare oF A Reraet 7 SIreiar srsRaarsit aiei ™
o AR, Toieg ATRIET = T8 QU HrqftF ARTa & Gaieid S| S8 &Y AT AR 7
3R &% F PREER fhar ar=m|

o Baku has accused Russian police of “torture” and deliberately killing them, while
Moscow said one man suffered a heart attack during the raid and the second death
was under investigation.

qTE o T T I “ITAar” S 3R STeAggTeh AR ol 3RIY ST, Selfeh HIERT o gl
o weh carfFd Y o1 & e foret 1 gRT Tg @ i g8 3R q@l Hid o S e W R

e The incident unleashed a storm of public anger in Azerbaijan, with media and officials
denouncing what they described as “systematic brutality” against Azerbaijanis in
Russia.

Y TTT of ST & HIdSATeeh JThILT T 5T T T, Sigr Afsar 3R Rl & &
# o ARTRET & @eE “Hafea FLaT & & A 381 fFar H
e Journalists detained: Days later, Azerbaijani police raided the Baku office of

Sputnik, Russia’s state-run news agency, detaining three Russian journalists with
the footage broadcast on pro-state TV.

THHERI 1 FRFay: Fo Gt are, serder gfew & Fafas & ag sy, &0 @
TR AR TSHHAT &, T ST97 ART IR et T Gt 1 foarad & of foram, fSierehr pest
TR Y Aot o FETRA g5

e Bureau chief Igor Kartavyk?\ and editor-in-chief Yevgeny Belousov were later ordered
into four months of pre-trial detention on charges of fraud and money laundering.

S GHE AN FTafAE 3R TG Aaqatel) IAN3HE 1 J1g 7 aramerst 3R a7l difegar
& IR # IR A T qa-graer foraa 7 A7 fear |
e Azerbaijan had officially banned the bureau from operating in February, but it had

reportedly continued its operations. Russian officials denounced the detentions as
“unlawful” and politically motivated.

SIASITT o JTUHING T & BEN H H G & A G- Jeh o1 &1 2, aAfeheT gt
ST g ok Tg 3refr ofr aprer o Tt am| Tl AR & 3 Rwr TRt @ “3raer iR
TS T & IR Farm|

e In a separate case, pro-Baku media outlets on Tuesday broadcast images of beaten-
up Russians, with bloody and swollen faces in a court hearing, where they were
ordered into pre-trial detention on charges of drug trafficking.

Ueh 313 A H, HIGAR T -1 HFAT A3eaed - e gu Tt S Tw R gaRa
I, TeTeh I8 ot & T 3R G §U A, AR 3feTerd A 3o o AEh & IRl A qd-graer
feora & A= feam |

e Both Moscow and Baku have already summoned each other's ambassador for
dressing downs.

AT 3R a1 2T A Toh-GER & TGl hl HEFR el o [T Tola fomam
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¢ Russia criticised Azerbaijan’s “highly emotional response”, accused it of
“deliberately dismantling bilateral ties” and “growing hostility”.

T o AT Y “IHeA T aatTeas Sfafhar i 3rersr 1 3R 38 W “SAeaggra]
cfaqafir Faut Ft s 3N “Tgdt AT I FRY o]

o Baku cancelled all Russian cultural events due to what it called “systematic acts of
violence” against its citizens. The state-run AzTV broadcaster aired a programme
denouncing political repression in Russia and comparing Mr. Putin to Soviet dictator
Joseph Stalin.

o, = 379eT AR & (Gt “Harfsd AT o1 garel o gU @i wHlt Frepiars FrdHaAT
I Teg I EAT| AR AZTV SIEHIEET o T H Tstelifareh &atet i foer i gu iR s
gfere ST JeTeAT WA AATRITE S T 8 FI T Ueh HIIsha FATR [T |

e Call with Zelenskyy: Azerbaijan is testing its decades-old reliance on Russia with
the most open criticism in years of Moscow, including personal attacks on Mr. Putin in
state media — a sign of Baku’s increasing assertiveness and confidence on the

world stage.

FIER F FIeT: RIS 8T H Tgell S AR T HIY Geoll AT I 8T 5, forasd
o HfFAr A A gfoer w safFaera goer Aiffer § — T6 FAWSET 79 W aTF F q69
rcATIa 3R IMFHHE TG FT Tahd B

e For Moscow, the row highlights its weakening grip on a region it ruled for decades,
with its ongoing invasion of Ukraine having spooked its ex-Soviet partners across the
Caucasus and Central Asia.

AR & fIT I8 Taare 39 g2l d AT & H 3THT FHASNR gl IH3 FI 399R
HAT §, ST6T ZheT TN IS ITHAV o Fipd AR AT TRIAT 7 38 78 Wf3aa Asiegrt i
= T g

e Amid the escalating row, Mr. Aliyev held a phone call with Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy on Tuesday — drawing ire from the Kremlin which accused
Kyiv of pouring fuel on the fire.

Fed dNd & dr, 4ft 3RT F ATAAR F Gahelt Tsgafar AATBRAT FAFEH T BT 9T a1
1, T8 HATAT AR 8 77 3R 39 AT 9T AT A ) STela T 3TRIT 97|

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper III: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, IS)

1. Court allows pipeline in ‘protected coastal zone’

reTerd & WA T 8T F Irguerse iy At &
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. Rahul targets Modi govt. over supply of specialised

fertilizers

faeIy 34T! 1 AT HT AFT TG o A THR W foreman
|Te

. Mechanism for ELI scheme to be in place soon, says

Mandaviya

ELI QST & foT o= STeq oe) 1M, AsTiaan & gl

. Top Prada officials to meet Kolhapuri chappal artisans

and industry body
9T & ot et resTqdl Toue FRRT 3T 3gANT Herae
¥ foeray

. No link between COVID-19 vaccines and sudden deaths’

‘F1fas-19 A 3R 3ra=rs Al & & FI$ Faor T8

. Researchers sequence whole genome of ancient

Egyptian for the first time
eMerFcTat A grhter A 1 g qot Siiaer g fad e

. Axiom-4 trip to the ISS will provide valuable inputs for

Gaganyaan mission: ISRO

ISS 9X Axiom-4 ITAT =TT fArerer & faw Ageayet seye
YeTd FHL90T: FEA

. Sinhalese migrated from Southern India, mixed with

Adivasis: study
fefart 1 gfaror s @ varw, snfearfaat & aryr Aer-syer:

e
Moondust is less harmful than earth’s dust — but don’t
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dlg &Y 4 Gt Y 4o A gl A FA gifaFRT § — Afher

I | AT A
10. Away from the edge: On waste disposal from the 1984
Bhopal plant accident

FIR A gT: 1984 YTl HIT gHeT ¥ IHqfAISe fAve W)
11. Under fire
AT F R H
12. Rephrasing Global Development Finance
s e farer 1 qo7: WO

13. Integrating compassion, prioritising palliative care

TelalT Y AT T, ufeanfea S w1 yrafdewar &an

14. Al in India: Strategy Must Precede Mission
R & T3S: AT A gge Wi st
15. Deaths in the Sanctuary

3ARYY # Ald
16. Gig Workers in India’s Labour Data
TR & 1 3T & T FrAhdr

17. A Land of Djinns and Poets: Iran in the Crosshairs of
History Again

UF ITeAT3T 3T FAFt &r o7far: v & sfagra & Tl 7 Su=
18. MFIs will return to normalcy only in H2 of FY26: Ind-Ra
FY26 #T qudt sATE! 7 & 9y ffufa 7 «ieah MFis: s3-1
19. After Prada, Indian brands tap heritage pride
YTST & 91¢, HRAT 918t o favad & otk 1 3rg=man
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20. EU unveils overdue target to curb greenhouse gas by

2040

EU & 2040 d& MNAE3H I Y FH A & [0 dfad oIed &1

3FTTaYor o

Court allows
pipeline in
‘protected
coastal zone’

effluent pipelines
ugh areas classified as

subject to strict com-
pliance with environmen-
tal conditions and court-
mandated safeguards.

A Division Bench of
Chief Justice Alok Aradhe
and Justice Sandeep V.
Marne passed the judge-
ment on July 1, 2025, while
disposing of three writ pe-
titions filed by Reliance
seeking permission to exe-
cute its proposed ethylene
dichloride pipeline pro-
ject. The judges observed
that “the project in ques-
tion is a public utility pro-
ject”.

ALY

Court allows pipeline in ‘protected coastal zone’
reTerd o WA T & F arsuerse #r At
dar

The Bombay High Court has allowed Reliance Industries Limited
to proceed with laying its proposed ethylene dichloride and
effluent pipelines through areas classified as Coastal Regulation
Zone-lA (CRZ-IA) in Maharashtra, subject to strict compliance
with environmental conditions and court-mandated safeguards.

diea 818 FIe o R s3dier faffies #t AerTse 7 Freed FawT
FT-IA (CRZ-IA) & T # Fefferer a¥at & 3roelt geanfaa vfdelsr
STEFNIES X 3afirse ursvemst F o it segAfa & §, aud
qaaRoii erdt 3 srererd qanT fartRe e surat #1 @& arerer
T ST

o A Division Bench of Chief Justice Alok Aradhe and Justice Sandeep
V. Marne passed the judgement on July 1, 2025, while disposing of three
writ petitions filed by Reliance seeking permission to execute its proposed
ethylene dichloride pipeline project.

e Farmeier 3metd 3Rred 3R SRS @&y @t A S @sde A 1
S[eIT§ 2025 T R carT g et ReE ARAFIAT 7 fTerT Hd ge 9=
SETiad T STEFARISS UBTTSe TRASTT ! o] et T 3T 2T

e The judges observed that “the project in question is a public utility
project”.

el of g feoquly fr fh “Ig IRATSTAT Ueh HIasTieieh 3T adr
gAY 21
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LEGEND mangrove area is >1000 sqm
—— High Tide Line .
— LowTide Line

~ 50m CRZ Line

< 200m CRZ Line il
________ 500m CRZ Line RURAL AREA .90 URBAN DEVELOPED AREA

B 50m Mangrove buffer - CRZ 1A
No Development Zone - CRZ Il

CRZ IV B (Tidally influenced water body)

Census village
boundary (2011)

HTL to 200m CRZ Il (NDZ)

Intertidal Zone - CRZIB

LTL to 12NM (CRZ IVA)
20m NDZ

As per CRZ Notification 2019 Not to scale

GRAPHICS: RAJ KUMAR SINGM / CSE

Iindex

CRZ 1 A: Eco-sensitive areas

CRZ 1 B: Inter-tidal areas

CRZ 11z Areas which have been developed up to or close to the shore

CRZ 111 A: CRZ-1 areas, where the population density is more than 2,161 sq km as per 2011 Census
CRZ 1N B: Areas with population density of less than 2,161 per sq km, as per 2011 Census

CRZ 1V A: 12 nautical miles from the Low Tide Line towards the sea

CRZ 1V B: Tidal influenced waterbodies

NDZ: 50 metres from High Tide Line in CRZ 11l A areas, 200 m from HTL in CRZ-1I1 B areas
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Coastal Regulation Zone-lA (CRZ-1A)
FHIFC AU ST-IA (CRZ-1A)

Coordinate Range: Lat: 10.1124/ Lon: 76.1861

Lat: 9.6980/ Lon: 76.2911

Definition & Context

CRZ-IA refers to ecologically sensitive areas within Coastal Regulation
Zone-l, specifically designated eco-sensitive areas like mangroves, sand
dunes, corals, intertidal zones, bird nesting grounds, sea-grass beds, and
archaeological sites.

CRZ-IA # Sifas v & wagafier &1 ama &, st HAag, Yefter &y, 73 acer,
35 &1, afaral & uied, Tdt a1 F Aot AR Qrarfeas T

« Legal Authority
Established under the Coastal Regulation Zone Notification, initially in 1991, and
updated in 2011 and 2019 under the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, enforced
by MoEFCC.
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s qATaoT (FIETOT) AHfAfATa, 1986 & g 1991, 2011, 3{X 2019 & TAfT CRZ
AT o ATETH & MoEFCC SaRT EATTId feham aram|
. Extent of CRZ-IA

Covers the intertidal zone (between Low Tide Line and High Tide Line) and eco-
sensitive areas extending up to 500 m landward from High Tide Line.

SHH dl TI8S ATSeT 31K §1$ 183 A8 & 1T T &3F 2T 500 HeX dF THlT Y 3 &
sh-A AT &Y 1 enfaer frar s &1

. Permissible Activities
Only limited eco-tourism (e.g., mangrove walks, nature trails), essential public
utilities (e.g., pipelines, transmission lines, weather radars, sea-links), and
defense/strategic projects with Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and
mitigation measures are allowed.

et AT Tatawor-gdes (S8 Fata afw, Tpfaw o), AT e
I (S ITBTaTsd, SRR o, #iad R, M-F), 317 wmosas
RSy, 1Tt EIA 31T 3qereet 3urr enfde gf, 61 3e7Afa &1

. Restrictions & Safeguards

No new construction permitted except under strict conditions. Sand mining,

waste discharge, land reclamation, and infrastructure causing tidal flow
disturbance are prohibited.

1S 775 FAATT F AT 76T § e FoR araf & | Il &1 @eter, 3raflrse &7 fodee,
A ger: 37fArEr, 3R SaR-yaTe a1fd Fe are e [Afvew g
« Role in Environmental Protection
CRZ-IA ensures the protection of fragile ecosystems against anthropogenic

pressures and climate change, securing livelihoods of fisherfolk, and maintaining
biodiversity and coastal resilience.

CRZ-IA AiaSIfard &aTd 3R Sreraryg IR & goiifcal & At qiRieafor a,
AR FY 3rhfasr, st RAfrear, ik adr aiemde Hr @i g

« Recent Updates (2019 Notification)
Streamlined clearance: only MOEFCC oversees CRZ-l (including CRZ-1A); state
authorities manage other zones.
New allowances: desilting, treated effluent discharge, eco-tourism infra,
shore-stabilising structures with mitigation plans.

2019 HTAFT = 3THTT ThAT Y Tl S T: CRZ-| (CRZ-IA Higel) & ToIT sharel
MOEFCC; 31 SileT &I aitiel I TSR el | o5 Grawnsit & dras gerar, Mfta
3rafarse ot $al-gRew ShreeaeR, 3R de-RufieTor §Iae enfae T 1 §, aerd
YA JISAATT &
. Example & lllustrations
CRZ-IA areas often mapped in Coastal Zone Management Plans (CZMPs) —
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Kerala’'s coastline CZMPs demarcate mangroves and intertidal zones.
ATH (FI) A I & e &9 A CRZ-IA &3t 1 fe@mar aram g—ara HAaew 37wl
3FFeT 81, ST faehId gara & foT Hagste &
« Why CRZ-IA Matters

Preserves coastal ecology, buffers storm surges and sea-level rise, safeguards
marine biodiversity, and ensures sustainable coastal development aligned with
national policies like Sagarmala.

Ig e aIRFPufarehr &1 GR&T0T il &, THIEAT et 3R THg T SgIadl & Faf3a
YT &, WY Sta Fafarerar o1 36T e &, 3R AEREATaT Siel Tedi st o 3wy
Tad aér I giafad sar gl
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Rahul targets Modi govt. over
supply of specialised fertilizers

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Citing news reports that
China had stopped the sup-
ply of “specialised fertiliz-
ers”, the Leader of the Op-
position in the Lok Sabha,
Rahul Gandhi, on Wednes-
day criticised the Narendra
Modi government.

“India is an agrarian
country and our farmers
are the backbone of the
economy. But this back-
bone is now bending be-
cause of foreign depen-
dence,” Mr. Gandhi said in
a post on Facebook.

“India imports 80% spe-
ciality fertilizers from Chi-
na. But now they have sud-
denly stopped supply,” the
Congress leader said, shar-

Rahul Gandhi

ing a news report that
claimed China had stopped
supplying fertilizers, affect-
ing Indian farmers.

China crisis

Farmers were already bat-
tling shortages of essential
fertilizers, including urea

and diammonium phos-
phate (DAP), and now they
had to deal with the “China
crisis” in speciality fertiliz-
ers, Mr. Gandhi claimed.
“Prime Minister can get
his photo printed on fertil-
izer sacks while farmers
are becoming dependent
on ‘Made in China’. There
was no preparation despite

knowing that these sup-

plies can stop anytime.
When there was a need to
encourage domestic pro-
duction, no plan was pre-
pared,” he said.

“Will farmers now be-
come dependent on others
even in their own land?”
the Congress leader said,
adding that farmers were
“drowning in losses and
frustration”.

Rahul targets Modi govt. over supply of specialised fertilizers

faRIY 3ETI 1 AT FT FHT TG 7 AW TSR W e aren

Citing news reports that China had stopped the supply of “specialised fertilizers”,
the Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi, on Wednesday
criticised the Narendra Modi government.

FATR Rt 1 garer & gu B e @ Ry sqw A gt A 7, s A
fawet & ar Tger e A FUAR FI 71 A TSR T AT H|
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‘India is an agrarian country and our farmers are the backbone of the economy. But
this backbone is now bending because of foreign dependence,” Mr. Gandhi said in a
post on Facebook.

“HN Teh FY TeITeT 327 § 3R gAR Framet srdegavar 1 g 81 oifeher 319 I T fadeft
fAeiar o RuT g7k T &, A aTel A $HGF W U qiee A Fa

“India imports 80% speciality fertilizers from China. But now they have suddenly
stopped supply,” the Congress leader said, sharing a news report that claimed China
had stopped supplying fertilizers, affecting Indian farmers.

“HIT 80% Farery 38X <ot & AT AT & | oifehet 319 3egiet 37alleleh 3l &G A& 5,

mmﬁwmmmmgm,mmﬁmmmﬁ;mﬁm
ﬁ t\ aawa’%-’ ifl““ E”[EII I il’ulal ;IglliaEI g:rq%-g-l

China crisis
T GFhe

Farmers were already battling shortages of essential fertilizers, including urea and di-
ammonium phosphate (DAP), and now they had to deal with the “China crisis” in
speciality fertilizers, Mr. Gandhi claimed.

foraret ggel & & Sl 38T, S for R 3R srr-3rmfarer wiese (DAP) 1 et &
TST @ ¥ 3R 319 3% Fw 38l F "fiet Hepe" ST HIHAT T U3 T@T &, AT el ¥ grar
fora|

“Prime Minister can get his photo printed on fertilizer sacks while farmers are
becoming dependent on ‘Made in China’. There was no preparation despite knowing
that these supplies can stop anytime. When there was a need to encourage domestic
production, no plan was prepared,” he said.

“TENTTH AT 3T BIeY 34T & aR T SUAT Tohd § ST [hdTe ‘AT g ATZAT W TR &
T &1 T8 ST U oY o A Mt el oY 5 & Tl &, IS Ay w1 1 91| Sfe eke
ICUTES T FEIAT &oF T ST AT, I IS AT IR T T IS, 31t Fal|

“Will farmers now become dependent on others even in their own land?” the Congress
leader said, adding that farmers were “drowning in losses and frustration”.

ST ORI 3197 37T 8T STl TR gt OX foAeiX &Y STTar?” Shidld w1 o1 hefl, Tg sl §U
T e ‘gt 3R famen A ga w &1
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Mechanism for ELI
scheme to be in place

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Centre will form a
“perfect mechanism” to
implement the Employ-
ment Linked Incentive
(ELI) scheme approved by
the Union Cabinet on Tues-
day to support employ-
ment generation.

Union Labour Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya said
the new mechanism would
be implemented soon and
added that the mechanism
would be perfect and
would function based on
the payroll addition in the
Employees’ Provident
Fund Organisation (EPFO).
He said all employers en-
rolled under the EPFO
would be eligible for the
scheme.

Mr. Mandaviya said the
Centre would learn from
the past and make correc-
tions based on the expe-
rience in implementing the
Production Linked Incen-
tive scheme in 2020. Un-
der the new ELI scheme,
first-time employees regis-
tered with the EPFO would
get one-month EPF wage
up to ¥15,000 in two instal-
ments. “Employees with
salaries up to %1 lakh will
be eligible. The first instal-
ment will be payable after
six months of service and
the second instalment will
be payable after 12 months

Mansukh Mandaviya

of service and on comple-
tion of a financial literacy
programme by the em-
ployee,” the Centre said on
Tuesday.

Social security net

Mr. Mandaviya said the
Centre’s efforts to widen
the social security net had
paid off and the Interna-
tional Labour Organisation
had approved that more
than 90 crore Indians had
one or the other social se-
curity at present. He added
that the Union government
was trying to sign social se-
curity agreements with
more countries so that In-
dians working abroad
could also avail themselves
of the social security
schemes in India.

Trade union Bharatiya
Mazdoor Sangh welcomed
the scheme and said it
would help in employment
generation.

Mechanism for ELI scheme to be
in place soon, says Mandaviya

ELI 3511 & fAT = Seg oy gham,
HeTfaaT A FaT

The Centre will form a “perfect mechanism” to
implement the Employment Linked Incentive
(ELI) scheme approved by the Union Cabinet
on Tuesday to support employment
generation.

&g TIFR AR F FHT ARAST gar
FAfea Ao folers dicaeet (ELI) ATt Y
AT FT F FAT v “HYOT dF” T AT
ST FoTeT T qG1aT AT A1 Tl

¢ Union Labour Minister Mansukh Mandaviya said
the new mechanism would be implemented soon and
added that the mechanism would be perfect and
would function based on the payroll addition in the
Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO).

FE 1o 7t AT HATAAT A gt o 74T AF e &
T TohT SITTaTT 3IR I8 A AT g1 T ey
sfesy fafer ¥arser (EPFO) 3 9Rer ggfer & MR 1T
HIH HIT|

e He said all employers enrolled under the EPFO
would be eligible for the scheme.

3ogiel @hgl T EPFO & dd Jaitdha wsit frdlear sa
AISTAT & ferw ar gl |

e Mr. Mandaviya said the Centre would learn from
the past and make corrections based on the
experience in implementing the Production Linked
Incentive scheme in 2020.

A AT A gt [ ohe, THR AT repsral ¥ d@gey
2020 # AL I IS IeuTget TR WicHTger Fsre

(PLI) & 373879 & TR TR LR H7 |
e Under the new ELI scheme, first-time employees

registered with the EPFO would get one-month EPF wage up to ¥15,000 in two
instalments.
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% ELI ST & dgd EPFO # ol TUH IR FHARAT 1 v A &7 EPF aaer
15,000 T aY el & favoram|

“‘Employees with salaries up to ¥1 lakh will be eligible. The first instalment will be
payable after six months of service and the second instalment will be payable after 12
months of service and on completion of a financial literacy programme by the
employee,” the Centre said on Tuesday.

T ARG doh dded 9Tl dTol AIRY UTH 19T | Ugell [hed &F Helel Y FAT & dIG ¢F gioi 3R
@l foREd 12 A Y QAT o oG TUT HAART SIRT faer AT FR—FH R A R
gl Shg & HITTIR T gl

Social security net

AT FI&T STl

Mr. Mandaviya said the Centre’s efforts to widen the social security net had paid off
and the International Labour Organisation had approved that more than 90 crore
Indians had one or the other social security at present.

A HTIAAT =¥ FgT foh ATHATTST FI&TT STTel Y TaE]d el oh shg, TR oh T Tl 6 o
3R FARTSET A WIS F TR AT § 7o aiaTeT 7 90 w3 F 371w dRAt & g
Ty o1 Torell JehY shT |TeTfore QRam &

He added that the Union government was trying to sign social security agreements
with more countries so that Indians working abroad could also avail themselves of
the social security schemes in India.

3glel el [ dg WP 315 ST & |1 WIATTOF Y& THSAIA e 1 TATH X G 8
oo faeel & HriRe SR AR i 8T Sy AT GRATT FISTATHT T T8 33T Teh |

Trade union Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh welcomed the scheme and said it would help in
employment generation.

¢ ATt HRART FSIGY W o SH AISTAT ohl FTeT TohaT 3R gl foh SHA VSR Foled H
HAcg Aot
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Ticials to meet Kolhapuri

chappal artisans and industry body

Vmava Deshpande Pandlt
KOLHAPUR

The top leadership of Ita-
lian luxury fashion house
Prada is expected to hold a
meeting next week with ar-
tisans engaged in the tradi-
tional craft of Kolhapuri
chappal-making, as well as
representatives of the Mah-
arashtra Chamber of Com-
merce, Industry and Agri-
culture (MACCIA), to
explore potential avenues
of collaboration, including
the possibility of co-brand-
ing the iconic footwear.

The meeting, proposed
by MACCIA, is aimed at in-
itiating dialogue for the for-
mation of a joint working
group comprising Prada
representatives, local arti-
sans, and members of the
industry body to examine
the scope of preserving
and promoting the 800-
year-old legacy of Kolhapu-
ri chappals through global
partnerships.

According to communi-
cation received by MAC-
CIA, Prada has proposed a
video call meeting on eith-
er July 11 or July 15. The ses-
sion will be attended by
Lorenzo Bertelli, Head of
Corporate Social Responsi-
bility, Prada Group, and
son of the brand’s majority
owners; Christopher Aa-
ron Bugg, Global Director
of Communication; Rober-
to Massardi, Chief Business
Development Officer; and

Nearly one lakh artisans in Maharashtra and Karnataka depend on
the traditional craft of making Kolhapuri chappals. REUTERS

Francesca Secondari,
Group General Counsel.

“We will send them a list
of participants from our
side. That will include a
few local artisans and the
representatives of MAC-
CIA,” MACCIA president
Lalit Gandhi told The Hin-
du on Wednesday.

Response to letter

The upcoming meeting is a
response to a letter sent by
MACCIA on June 27, in
which the body proposed
the establishment of a task
force to explore collabora-
tive efforts.

“This task force may fo-
cus on: developing co-
branded limited edition
collections rooted in tradi-
tional Kolhapuri designs;
skill development and
training programmes for
rural artisans aligned with
global standards; establish-

ing a cultural exchange
programme to foster de-
sign innovation between
Italian and Indian artisans;
exploring the possibility of
setting up a ‘Prada Artisan
Excellence Lab’ in Kolha-
pur or Mumbai; and sup-
porting a fair trade value
chain that brings sustaina-
ble economic benefit to the
artisan community,” the
letter, a copy of which is
with The Hindu, stated.

Nearly one lakh artisans
in Maharashtra and Karna-
taka depend on the tradi-
tional craft of making Kol-
hapuri chappals -
hand-crafted leather san-
dals made without glue or
nails. The leather, tanned
using natural vegetable
dyes, gives the chappals
their unique properties, in-
cluding a natural cooling
effect.

The proposed engage-

ment follows global debate
surrounding Prada’s recent
launch of leather sandals
inspired by Kolhapuri
chappals. The Italian
brand subsequently
reached out to MACCIA to
acknowledge the cultural
roots of the design.

In its reply, MACCIA wel-
comed the gesture. “We
deeply value your acknow-
ledgement of the cultural
significance of traditional
Indian handcrafted foot-
wear and your commit-
ment to responsible design
practices. Your openness
to dialogue and recogni-
tion of the centuries-old
craftsmanship reflects Pra-
da’s ethical leadership in
the global fashion indus-
try,” the letter noted.

The MACCIA also em-
phasised the broader im-
plications of the collabora-
tion. “We believe such an
initiative will not only set a
global benchmark for ethi-
cal fashion, but also de-
monstrate how heritage
and innovation can harmo-
niously co-exist. We would
be happy to organise a vir-
tual or in-person meeting
at your convenience to
take this discussion for-
ward,” it added.

The organisation con-
veyed its readiness to coor-
dinate closely with rele-
vant departments within
Prada to convert the dia-
logue into tangible, long-
term collaboration.

Top Prada officials to meet Kolhapuri chappal artisans and

industry body

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in '

Page68



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

www.patrioticias.in ONTA . 9971 932488

ursT & ofi¥ arftrerdY wieeTqd wover FRRT 3 357 Worea &

e

The top leadership of Italian luxury fashion house Prada is expected to hold a
meeting next week with artisans engaged in the traditional craft of Kolhapuri
chappal-making, as well as representatives of the Maharashtra Chamber of
Commerce, Industry and Agriculture (MACCIA), to explore potential avenues of
collaboration, including the possibility of co-branding the iconic footwear.

gerfarger aFardt ereT g139 WIsT F i Acea & 379Tel ATATE FIeeT A Toq Tl &
IRYR® ReT & 9 FRPERT 3R AgRSE Fav 370 H1AY, 5T U wafiheay (MACCIA)
& gfafafaat & arg do Fer 1 GHTET § O Tgatr & wanfaa e, oasd
I3 FefAAT 1 FI-F1f3r anfdrer B, 1 gar e s 8|

e The meeting, proposed by MACCIA, is aimed at initiating dialogue for the formation of a
joint working group comprising Prada representatives, local artisans, and
members of the industry body to examine the scope of preserving and promoting
the 800-year-old legacy of Kolhapuri chappals through global partnerships.

MACCIA EaRT SEa1idd §6e HT 36523 ST & gfafaftral, T FReRT it segr
IS & TGN U AR Teh WIFA F GHE & 91691 o (oI STl Y& HLll § cifeh
AfRaer AISIEIRAT & ATCTH & PregrgiY Touel HY 800 Ao AT AT F F&Tor AR yar”

T TATTATHT T IETTT THIT ST T |

e According to communication received by MACCIA, Prada has proposed a video call
meeting on either July 11 or July 15.

MACCIA T JTccl bR & 3{JH, WT8T & 11 [T AT 15 1§ bl ANSAT hiel SSeh T
TEdTa fear g |

e The session will be attended by Lorenzo Bertelli, Head of Corporate Social
Responsibility, Prada Group, and son of the brand’s majority owners; Christopher
Aaron Bugg, Global Director of Communication; Roberto Massardi, Chief Business
Development Officer; and Francesca Secondari, Group General Counsel.

$H T # 1 AHE F HiARe A Revieafafad) & w7 AR §7s F Sgaeash At &
g7 ARl T, BREeInT 3R 991, Tollael hegfaienerel Srerey; Jaet ArarEl, T
TS Sareiuaie 37hER; 3R HIATHT AFsHY, T ool HISHA HIIT 97 |

o “We will send them a list of participants from our side. That will include a few local

artisans and the representatives of MACCIA,” MACCIA president Lalit Gandhi told
The Hindu on Wednesday.

MACCIA 3regeT afard ammel o qerar 1 ¢ féig I S, ‘g 379e0 3R & gfdenfarat
T A1 | $HH o TR FRERT 3R MACCIA & wfafaftrat s emfarer e sem)”
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Response to letter
YA <hl STdled

The upcoming meeting is a response to a letter sent by MACCIA on June 27, in which
the body proposed the establishment of a task force to explore collaborative efforts.

AT S5 27 [ FT MACCIA ZaRT 81 3T F & STd19 A &, [0 Torae o
WEAMCHSE TATHT HT TaT N & foIT Tk T SR & ITSeT ohl FETd T T |

“This task force may focus on: developing co-branded limited edition collections
rooted in traditional Kolhapuri designs; skill development and training
programmes for rural artisans aligned with global standards; establishing a cultural
exchange programme to foster design innovation between Italian and Indian artisans;
exploring the possibility of setting up a ‘Prada Artisan Excellence Lab’ in Kolhapur or
Mumbai; and supporting a fair trade value chain that brings sustainable economic
benefit to the artisan community,” the letter, a copy of which is with The Hindu, stated.

TS H el I, “Tg TEh BIY $H T EAT ahioicd Y Hehell o2 TRINE Flegrgdl fBamsat o
TR AY-9123 AL ofFereT FaFere A Ad e, AT FRERT & o RTw
HTeTel & 31eT&T ierer fasra 3 wftraror Fws; safore 3R AR SRR & &
T3S AR ! FoTaT &l o oIT ARpiaw T Frdwe i TuTeT, Fiegr gy a1 Ja8
F 'YTST 3TTESTeT TFHIo o TS Tt &l GHITAT dereeT; AR T $IR &5 dog 3 &7
FHYT AT ST HRITR THSTT Y Tl 3TTEF A7 T : 1

Nearly one lakh artisans in Maharashtra and Karnataka depend on the traditional
craft of making Kolhapuri chappals — hand-crafted leather sandals made without
glue or nails.

HERTSE 3R FaATes 7 I TF A FRIR FlegT Toqall & TRIR e - i §
— A E1T ¥ Tl TAS Y Tl 9T e AT el & TS S B

The leather, tanned using natural vegetable dyes, gives the chappals their unique
properties, including a natural cooling effect.

A AT ITHfceh FaEf T T STANT leh IR [T SITT 8, St Touell 1 Wi fasw s56
wHTE Afgd 3eThr 1Y AT Sar B

The proposed engagement follows global debate surrounding Prada’s recent launch of
leather sandals inspired by Kolhapuri chappals.

T TELNIT ETel €1 3 JIST SaART Hreerq{t Toqal & IR 773 HT goval & diea
dfRae 9g@ & 91 AT B

The ltalian brand subsequently reached out to MACCIA to acknowledge the cultural
roots of the design.

$H% d1G 3 ScIfoIde §1iS o Saligel hl HiEHiae Fsl P FAIFR F & [T MACCIA &
9 R

In its reply, MACCIA welcomed the gesture. “We deeply value your acknowledgement of
the cultural significance of traditional Indian handcrafted footwear and your

commitment to responsible design practices. Your openness to dialogue and
recognition of the centuries-old craftsmanship reflects Prada’s ethical leadership in
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the global fashion industry,” the letter noted.
3197 STaTd 7, MACCIA = 38 Ygol &l Ta1Td TohdT| U & gl 33T, “§H IRIRS HRAT
geafafid Fefaar F aregpfas Agca 3N eaer fBemser wunsit & wfar sraehr wfaeqerar
T 3T Heged Sl ¢ | 3T Hare, & Tfch oot iR wferat qure fre wherer A Arear
e et 3ET 7 WISt & Afaw Aqea F gAY

e The MACCIA also emphasised the broader implications of the collaboration.

MACCIA & TgJ9T o <19 FHTar g¥ 8 S fe=m|

o “We believe such an initiative will not only set a global benchmark for ethical fashion,
but also demonstrate how heritage and innovation can harmoniously co-exist. We
would be happy to organise a virtual or in-person meeting at your convenience to take
this discussion forward,” it added.

O H T I, “§H AT & [ THI 96l of o sAfas here F e v dRas A+
AT h¥al, afcen I o femrual fon farare 3l sramar @ anierea ol &9 & 98-
31f¥dea # 16 waa §1 &3 AT GIAUT & IHTAR Teh 3Tl AT AT Joeh Jiford
1 & forw SRR € arfes g& Tt @1 31meY Sgrar 5 Ed 1

o The organisation conveyed its readiness to coordinate closely with relevant departments
within Prada to convert the dialogue into tangible, long-term collaboration.

TS of UTBT & AT e & a1y fAshe HgaeT & Ha1E Y 31, dreidifos Fgater &
FEelet T AT JcIRAT <TFd H|
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‘No link between COVID-19
vaccines and sudden deaths’

Sudden cardiac deaths can be from a wide range of factors, including genetics, lifestyle,

pre-existing conditions, and post-COVID-19 complications, says Union Health Ministry

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

here is no direct
Tlink between CO-
VID-19 vaccination

and reports of sudden
deaths in the country, the
Union Health Ministry said
on Wednesday. The Minis-
try added that this conclu-
sion was reached following
investigations conducted
by multiple agencies.

The Ministry said that
studies conducted by the
Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) and the
National Centre for Disease
Control (NCDC) found no
major changes in the pat-
terns of causes of death
when compared to pre-
vious years. In the majority
of unexplained cases, ge-

netic mutations were
found to be a likely contri-
buting factor.

“Sudden cardiac deaths
can result from a wide
range of factors, including
genetics, lifestyle, pre-ex-
isting conditions, and post-
COVID complications,” the
Ministry said in a
statement.

The Ministry noted that
both ICMR and NCDC have
been working together to
determine the causes be-
hind sudden unexplained

Fact check: COVID-19 vaccination does not increase the risk of
unexplained sudden deaths in young adults, says study. viJAY SONEJI

deaths, particularly among
young adults aged between
18 and 45 years.

To investigate the phe-
nomenon, two comple-
mentary studies were un-
dertaken. The first,
conducted by the ICMR’s
National Institute of Epide-
miology (NIE), was a re-
trospective  multicentric
matched case-control stu-
dy. Titled “Factors asso-
ciated with unexplained
sudden deaths among
adults aged 18-45 years in
India”, it was conducted
between May and August
2023 across 47 tertiary
care hospitals in 19 States
and Union Territories.

The study reviewed cas-
es of individuals who ap-

peared to be healthy but
died suddenly between Oc-
tober 2021 and March
2023.

Its findings confirmed
that COVID-19 vaccination
does not increase the risk
of unexplained sudden
deaths in young adults.

The second study, titled
“Establishing the cause in
sudden unexplained
deaths in young,” is a pros-
pective investigation cur-
rently under way at the All
India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS), New Del-
hi. The study is being con-
ducted in collaboration
with the ICMR.

Preliminary  findings
from this study suggest
that myocardial infarction

(heart attack) continues to
be the leading cause of
sudden death in this
demographic.

“Together, these two
studies offer a more com-
prehensive understanding
of sudden unexplained
deaths in young adults in
India. It has also been re-
vealed that COVID-19 vacci-
nation does not appear to
increase the risk, whereas
the role of underlying
health issues, genetic pre-
disposition and risky lifes-
tyle choices does play a
role in unexplained sud-
den deaths,” the Ministry
said.

Scientific experts have
reiterated that claims link-
ing COVID-19 vaccination
to sudden deaths are “false
and misleading” and not
supported by scientific
consensus. “Speculative
claims without conclusive
evidence risk undermining
public confidence in vac-
cines, which have played a
crucial role in saving mil-
lions of lives during the
pandemic,” the Ministry
said. “Such unfounded re-
ports and claims could
strongly contribute to vac-
cine hesitancy in the coun-
try, thereby adversely im-
pacting public health,” it
added.

No link between COVID-19 vaccines and sudden deaths’

‘Fas-19 AFY 3 3w At F AT F1$ e T8
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The Union Health Ministry said on Wednesday that there is no direct link between
COVID-19 vaccination and reports of sudden deaths in the country.

FERT TR FAATAT F TUAR FY FgT B §21 7 F1fA5-19 AFrapor 34 srameta Alat
R & v F$ yeat waer A B

e The Ministry explained that this conclusion was reached after investigations by
multiple agencies.

FATSTT o I foh g foivany &8 Tl gar w30§ 1§ Sal & 3TUR W e =r 8

e According to studies by the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) and the
National Centre for Disease Control (NCDC), there were no major changes in the
causes of death compared to previous years.

AR IgFaeT raqaeTer Rwe (ICMR) 31K ISRy e faa=or g (NCDC) & 3reaai
& ITAR, R aut T JoraTr & Heg F FRON A F§ 937 aara Agr 9dm IrT|

+ In the majority of unexplained cases, genetic mutations were identified as a likely
contributing factor.

JrfareTer sreasdid AFEl 7 ITgafe scaRader S FH1fad HROT & §9 & qgEr I
o The Ministry clarified that sudden cardiac deaths can result from a wide range of

factors, including genetics, lifestyle, pre-existing conditions, and post-COVID
complications.

HATSIT o TISC TohdT foh a1 €6 FcY o HRUT ATqafrehr, Saardtelt, qd-RezgameT A,
3R FAS & a1 i FARANT FH F$ FRS & Thd ¢ |
e It also noted that both ICMR and NCDC have been jointly studying the causes behind

sudden unexplained deaths, especially among young adults aged between 18 and 45
years.

HATeIT o1 g #1 7T 7o ICMR 3R NCDC fAeient faQIs &9 & 18 & 45 a¥ & ganait &
3rATeTeh §5 HEASEIP AT o FIROT T A T Q&
e To investigate this, two complementary studies were conducted. The first was a

retrospective multicentric matched case—control study, led by ICMR’s National
Institute of Epidemiology (NIE).

S8 S & ToIU &Y I TETTT fohU 1T | Tgell 31ETT ICMR o TS Ay famer
HEATET (NIE) & Acd & foham a1, SiY Ueh qaeardt ag-hio Areer Sa-dheler reade |
o Titled “Factors associated with unexplained sudden deaths among adults aged

18-45 years in India”, it was conducted between May and August 2023, covering 47
tertiary care hospitals across 19 States and Union Territories.

SqehT ek AT "SR H 18-45 T 1Y T F TATHT A HETSEIFd AT Alal ¥ 3
FRE", 31 50 7 ¥ 396 2023 & ey 19 T 3 &g nfa vt & 47 gehas
TS rEqaTalt H fohar |

e The study reviewed cases of apparently healthy individuals who died suddenly
between October 2021 and March 2023.
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S I H 37 cATFT & AT 1 FHET A 7S S T Tele @1 & AfdeeT srrgeR

2021 § AT 2023 & S 3TeTeh Hcg T RIBR T T

e The study confirmed that COVID-19 vaccination does not increase the risk of
unexplained sudden deaths in young adults.

eI o TS T T FfAs-19 EFTHor JaT aqa! 7 ITasFd A= Alal F NfEH
Y AL TGTAT ¢
e The second study, titled “Establishing the cause in sudden unexplained deaths in

young,” is a prospective investigation currently underway at All India Institute of
Medical Sciences (AIIMS), New Delhi, in collaboration with the ICMR.

GERT 3reae, foaet ¥ § gansit 7 srareres sreasdiga Alal #1 FRor FUia Fer,
e SRl ITYFEATeT FEATeT (AIMS), 71 Reelt & ICMR & HE219T & FeaeT # e W@
TF HHIA AT & |

e Preliminary findings suggest that myocardial infarction (heart attack) remains the
leading cause of sudden death in this age group.

IR forsehsl & It <ol § o ArfSaer sewraree (e &1 gk s@ g oot &
AT FcY HT T FROT Tl G317 ¢ |

e Together, these studies provide a comprehensive understanding of sudden
unexplained deaths in young adults in India.

A QAT 3T AR R H a1 TIEH! A I §§ HETSCIpd Al hT FTHT TS
UeTeT I & |
o They revealed that COVID-19 vaccination does not increase the risk, whereas

underlying health issues, genetic predisposition, and risky lifestyle choices
contribute significantly to these deaths.

3giol TE GolrdT T foh HfAs-19 Eeranor & S@H a7Et agar, Stafsh dafdfed Fareey
FHAEITY, Hqafirs qgfay, 3R T shaadtelt fAweq s Aldl # Agcaqot Qe wa
gl

e Scientific experts have reiterated that claims linking COVID-19 vaccination to sudden
deaths are false and misleading, lacking scientific consensus.

dTioten TS o GIeXraT & 7o H:fAs-19 Eraprarvor 31 3r=ieTeh Hiql &1 Siise aTel a1d 5[
3w € 3R 3% dfaw weafa &1 gads 76 ¢
+ The Ministry warned that speculative claims without conclusive evidence could

weaken public confidence in vaccines, which have played a crucial role in saving
millions of lives during the pandemic.

HATCIT o AcArae &1 foh frorrass wresr & faar fnw arw srewall aret ara Erent & Sterar &t
feard FAAR FT e 8, Seglel FTART & aRIeT aral det i e e # FAgeaqor
stfa femms &

e |t added that such unfounded reports and claims could fuel vaccine hesitancy in the
country, adversely affecting public health.
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ST gl foh Tt foRTaR RaYé 3tk g 2er & &1 @11+ (vaccine hesitancy) I sar
T §, s ardefae Fareea W afasge 981 95 T ¢

Researchers sequence whole genome
of ancient Egyptian for the first time

R. Prasad
CHENNAI

Researchers have se-
quenced the first whole an-
cient Egyptian genome
from an individual who
lived 4,500-4,800 years
ago — the oldest DNA sam-
ple from Egypt to date. The
body belongs to an adult
male who died during
Egypt’s Old Kingdom. The
ancient Egyptian is pred-
icted to have had brown
eyes, brown hair, skin pig-
mentation ranging from
dark to black skin, with a
lower probability of an in-
termediate skin colour,
was 157.4-160.5 cm tall, and
lived up to the age of 44-64
years. The body was bu-
ried in a large ceramic pot
within a rock-cut tomb at a
site named Nuwayrat, a vil-
lage 265 km south of Cairo.
The results were published
on July 2 in the journal
Nature.

“Direct radiocarbon dat-
ing of the remains aligns

Pottery vessel in which the
Nuwayrat individual was
discovered. MOREZ, A.

with the archaeological
context corresponding to
the third to fourth dynas-
ties, marking the begin-
ning of the Old Kingdom,”
Adeline Morez Jacobs from
the School of Biological
and Environmental Scienc-
es, Liverpool John Moores
University, Liverpool, UK.,
and the first author of the
paper said during a virtual
press conference.

Genetic results showed
that a majority of his an-
cestry, about 78%, hails
from the ancient North
African populations, spec-

ifically from Neolithic
groups from present-day
Morocco. About 22% of his
DNA is a close match to
early farmers from Meso-
potamia (present-day Iraq,
western Iran, southern Sy-
ria, southeast Turkey), one
of the eastern Fertile
Crescent.

About 22% of the genet-
ic makeup of the individual
suggests historical cultural
exchanges and interac-
tions between Egyptian
and Eastern Fertile Cres-
cent. Though this Neolithic
Mesopotamian connection
is evident, the authors are
quick to point out that this
heritage may not have
been direct.

“Perhaps the genes
were transferred over time
through other ancient Le-
vantine populations (mod-
ern-day Israel, Jordan, and
Syria),” says Dr. Niraj Rai
from Birbal Sahni Institute
of Palaeosciences (BSIP),
Lucknow, who is not part
of the study.

DNA was successfully
extracted from the indivi-
dual’s teeth. The genome
of the ancient Egyptian is
said to be the most com-
plete and oldest from An-
cient Egypt.

“We hypothesised that a
combination of pot burial
together with a rock-cut
tomb in which the pot bu-
rial was placed provided a
stable environment. While
the overall climate is hot, a
key factor for longterm
DNA preservation is the
stability of the tempera-
ture,” Dr. Linus Girdland-
Flink from Liverpool John
Moores University, Liver-
pool, UK. and one of the
corresponding  authors
said during the virtual
press conference. “Also,
we took DNA samples from
the teeth root tips. The
root tips get locked into the
lower jaw, which might
have helped preserve the
DNA. That kind of dental
tissue is very good for DNA
preservation.”

Researchers sequence whole genome of ancient Egyptian for

the first time

MRt o yrehter A 1 g qot e srgshfaa foma
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Researchers have sequenced the first whole ancient Egyptian genome from an
individual who lived 4,500-4,800 years ago — the oldest DNA sample from Egypt
to date.

eMeRdtat F v A AfFT 1 wyw yreher A got siater sregswiaa fm, St 4,500-4,800
T¥ vgd ST o1 — 75 3 a% F1 A & o 9@y Soae 7§

e The body belongs to an adult male who died during Egypt’s Old Kingdom.

o Ig R ¥ & YT AATST (Old Kingdom) & Tl 7Y U Ueh TaFh ToW 1 &

o The ancient Egyptian is predicted to have had brown eyes, brown hair, skin
pigmentation ranging from dark to black skin, with a lower probability of an
intermediate skin colour, was 157.4-160.5 cm tall, and lived up to the age of 44-64
years.

o SH YT TR & ot 3T, o[ AT, EY | FTe W7 Y e, 3R FeH LT 7 o 1 v

HHTEEAT, 157.4-160.5 AHY FaTE, TUT 44-64 I§ Teh ST TGt T HTATH &

¢ The body was buried in a large ceramic pot within a rock-cut tomb at a site named
Nuwayrat, a village 265 km south of Cairo.

« I% R Nuwayrat ATHS T W 265 T gfayor 1T & v g 7 v a3 Ry fr

TS & AR FIEHT TTS ITE el H SHoATAT AT AT|
e The results were published on July 2 in the journal Nature.

o 9RUTHA 2 FeT€ FT Nature qﬁwﬁrwﬁaaﬁrl

o “Direct radiocarbon dating of the remains allgns with the archaeological context
corresponding to the third to fourth dynasties, marking the beginning of the Old
Kingdom,” Adeline Morez Jacobs from the School of Biological and Environmental
Sciences, Liverpool John Moores University, U.K., and the first author of the paper
said during a virtual press conference.

o “HIANT T yegaT WSANFTET ST AR F =Y Torat & Rranfeas H@est & HeTET B, S
reileT IATSF (Old Kingdom) T 31Tl oht &RiTeT &, fraqer Siter 7 gfaafddl, 3.4 &
School of Biological and Environmental Sciences T TSalTgel ARSI Siehed & ae3Tel
9 Fithd H FHeT|

e Genetic results showed that a majority of his ancestry, about 78%, hails from

ancient North African populations, specifically from Neolithic groups from present-
day Morocco.

o 3TIafRreh IROTAT & T <Tel o 3Hehr Jrftrarer aemael, FeTerer 78%, Wr<iier 3adY anhrhr
FTETEY & AT 2, FIAT & @ Jmerfores AR & TIUTSTOT THET A

o About 22% of his DNA is a close match to early farmers from Mesopotamia (present-
day Iraq, western Iran, southern Syria, southeast Turkey), one of the eastern Fertile
Crescent.
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3H STAT T T 22% ToewT AANeAar (myfas 3w, aftas S, sfaof @i,
gfaToT-qd i) & IRAF frumet & Ao @rar g, S qdf 39 3ref=ig (Fertile Crescent) #
eI gl

e About 22% of the genetic makeup of the individual suggests historical cultural
exchanges and interactions between Egyptian and Eastern Fertile Crescent.

o THTFA & A RIch HIAT T o877 22% Fewr o 3 gt 3w 3ref=z (Fertile
Crescent) & &< U1 AiEehidieh 3MTeTel-SeT R Hueh &l Hevel ol ¢

e Though this Neolithic Mesopotamian connection is evident, the authors are quick to point
out that this heritage may not have been direct.

o I g AGUINIUTRTOIST HATGISTHAAT HIY FISC §, @ehi o Ig TI5C [haT ¢ T T8
faRTEreT weret 7€t & wohel ¢

o “Perhaps the genes were transferred over time through other ancient Levantine

populations (modern-day Israel, Jordan, and Syria),” says Dr. Niraj Rai from Birbal
Sahni Institute of Palaeosciences (BSIP), Lucknow, who is not part of the study.

o “UTIS FHI & WY TG Siiel 3w TTelle] JdTgel STAEAT (3Teffereh SoR1S e, Siisel R
ART) & ATCTA § TAAIRA §U &I, gl & Ferer Wigedt el IaT$Hor T (BSIP),
AGAF & 3T, AR T, S 37 JeTAT FT fEAT AL &

o DNA was successfully extracted from the individual’s teeth.

o SITAT I AT F gl ¥ FHAATYEH fAehre 14|

o The genome of the ancient Egyptian is said to be the most complete and oldest from
Ancient Egypt.

o STt AL 7 g S e 1 3ra a1 e qof 3R e grefler o S e |

 “We hypothesised that a combination of pot burial together with a rock-cut tomb in
which the pot burial was placed provided a stable environment.

o “GAA Ug URGTAT S foh AT & Tl H qhaITel 3R TeUR FTea TS 71§ Fd & AT
o feeR aramarer yere foRa|

o While the overall climate is hot, a key factor for long-term DNA preservation is the
stability of the temperature,” Dr. Linus Girdland-Flink from Liverpool John Moores
University, U.K., and one of the corresponding authors said during the virtual press
conference.

o S FHT STorarg T &, AfeheT SrdwTfora STAT HIETUT FT HET FRF dAT9ATT $1 FEUTar
&, a3 9T Feha & ARt Fratqe Siter A g, 7., 3 5. R frsdls-fe,
Sil Tg-olh &, o gl

o “Also, we took DNA samples from the teeth root tips.

o “HIYUE, A STAT FHA gial T 73 F A F fAw

o The root tips get locked into the lower jaw, which might have helped preserve the DNA.

o TS AT STES H BT T &, T STAT & TIETUT H HAcg el & Ahal g

e That kind of dental tissue is very good for DNA preservation.”
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Axiom-4 trip to the ISS will
provide valuable inputs for
Gaganyaan mission: ISRO

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) said
the Axiom-4 (Ax-04) mis-
sion to the International
Space Station will provide
valuable inputs for India’s
upcoming Gaganyaan mis-
sion. Group Captain Shub-
hanshu Shukla is part of
the Axiom mission.

“The Ax-04 mission will
provide valuable inputs for
ISRO’s upcoming Gaga-
nyaan mission. It offers
hands-on experience
about the nuances of inter-
national crew integration,
medical and psychological
preparation, real-time
health telemetry, experi-
ment execution, and crew-
ground coordination,” the
ISRO said. It added that
these insights will directly
influence mission plan-
ning, safety validation, and

Shubhanshu Shukla is carrying
a selection of the finest Indian
handicrafts to ISS, says ISRO.

astronaut readiness for In-
dia’s first indigenous hu-
man spaceflight mission.

“This is one small step
in orbit, but a giant leap in
India’s pursuit of human
spaceflight and scientific
discovery,” it added.

The ISRO said prepara-
tions are in progress for
abort missions of the Gaga-
nyaan mission and the first
uncrewed test flight is tar-
geted for the fourth quar-
ter of 2025.

It added that the first
crewed flight of the Gaga-
nyaan mission is expected
by the first quarter of 2027.

The ISRO said that as a
tribute to India’s rich cultu-
ral heritage, Mr. Shukla is
carrying a selection of the
finest of Indian handicrafts
to the International Space
Station. “These symbolic
items, designed by stu-
dents of the National Insti-
tute of Design, Ahmeda-
bad, reflect the diversity,
craftsmanship, and time-
less beauty of India’s tradi-
tional art forms, carefully
curated to represent diffe-
rent regions and materials.
These pieces serve as cul-
tural ambassadors in
space. Their journey
aboard the ISS not only ce-
lebrates India’s artistic le-
gacy but also honours gen-
erations of artisans who
continue to keep these tra-
ditions alive,” it said.

Axiom-4 trip to
the ISS will
provide valuable
inputs for
Gaganyaan
mission: ISRO

ISS 9¥ Axiom-4
L IE IKICIGEIG]
e & faw

ST M S

The Indian Space
Research Organisation
(ISRO) said the Axiom-
4 (Ax-04) mission to
the International Space
Station (ISS) will
provide valuable inputs
for India’s upcoming
Gaganyaan mission.
AR JraRer sreqaene
IS (ISRO) ¥ FgT iR
AT 3afiar veereT
(I1SS) % faT Axiom-4

(Ax-04) TarereT TR & Y TareTaTet fArerer & foT Ageaqut $a7Ye War Hem|

e Group Captain Shubhanshu Shukla is part of the Axiom mission.
Iqq e YHTY YT Axiom freret 1 feewr 1
o The Ax-04 mission will provide hands-on experience about the nuances of

international crew integration, medical and psychological preparation, real-time
health telemetry, experiment execution, and crew—ground coordination, the ISRO

said.
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TEH TR TAAS, TN fasareet, 3R F-AT38 FAaT & Tgo3il & cATagTR 3He]31d
TGTel |

o |t added that these insights will directly influence mission planning, safety validation,
and astronaut readiness for India’s first indigenous human spaceflight mission.

3T gl Toh I SATARRAT AR & Tgot Fagel ATerg 3iaaT 331 e & fow e
AYSTT, AT HeaTaet, 3 fafer It qeavar 1 @ genfaa w3am|

e “This is one small step in orbit, but a giant leap in India’s pursuit of human spaceflight
and scientific discovery,” it added.

“Tg HeTT H Teh BIET FeH &, Jlihed ART & AT IHaReT 38 3R defas @it & vt &
Teh HEAYOT ST §,” SHH ahgl I

Gaganyaan Preparations and Timeline

M Y RT3 FEIE

e The ISRO said preparations are in progress for abort missions of the Gaganyaan
mission, and the first uncrewed test flight is targeted for the fourth quarter of 2025.

ISRO =¥ &gT o arereramet freret & ware frerer & At ot W@ § 3R gl R & arelt
q&ToT 3317 2025 Fr Tift TFFE & v afera g1

o It added that the first crewed flight of the Gaganyaan mission is expected by the first
quarter of 2027.

SHH el I Toh IRTAATeT TR T Igell ATTagFd 3317 2027 Y ygell faATE T glet &l
3FHIG B

Cultural Representation in Space
FaRet # iephos st

e The ISRO said that as a tribute to India’s rich cultural heritage, Mr. Shukla is carrying
a selection of the finest of Indian handicrafts to the International Space Station.

ISRO & &gl foh 8T T FHGH FIEHTaT RATHT I AeUiciicl & & # AT el Haisdrr
FHANET FUT W AR & FIAS gEafdenl &l Teh Tl o ST T & |

e These symbolic items, designed by students of the National Institute of Design,
Ahmedabad, reflect the diversity, craftsmanship, and timeless beauty of India’s
traditional art forms, carefully curated to represent different regions and materials.

¥ Tl FTens aequ, TSEIT BT HEYATA, HEHACIETE & ST GaNT [Sfge] 1 315 &, il
R o TR et w7 1 Rafderar, Rrew wterer, 31T emeae gexar # o §, 3R s¢
faffer &t 3l wmfeal o1 gfafaftcs s & fov aaueEhydes gar g
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e These pieces serve as cultural ambassadors in space.
¥ gEqy safar & wiepfas g & ¥ 7 F A

e Their journey aboard the ISS not only celebrates India’s artistic legacy but also honours
generations of artisans who continue to keep these traditions alive.

ISS TR SAPT ATAT R T FelTcHP AT FT 51T HATol S FTY-ATY 37 DAY F HRIRY
I oy AT X 8, S goT THoIsH r Shfaa W@ ge g
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Sinhalese migrated from Southern
lndia, mixed With Adivas1s: study

ii; 38

nalyses of whole-genome

sequence data of urban

\mha “m(l two indigenous
Lanka,

Adivas
which live in gu)gnrhm.n“y eparated
regions in the country, have shed light on
the migratory history of these populations
and ther genetic relationship to cach
other and to many Indian populations.

‘The study. published recently in the
Journal Current Bioiogy, found that
Sinhalese and Adivasi are genetically
closest to each other and to South
Indians, but at a regional and fine-scale
level, the two Adivasi clans are genetically
distinet.

For the study, whole genomes
uban Sinhalese individuals and 19

e :

of Adivasi clans that were sequenced, five
were from among Interior Adivasi and 14
were from among Coastal Adivas!

A genetic perspective
The sampling and dara generation were
possible due to the outreach efforts of Sri
Lankan collaborator Ruwandi
Ranasinghe, from the University of
Colombo. In addition, the whole genome
data of 35 $ri Lankzn Tamils sampled in
the UK., which were 3 ¢ sequenced
as part of the 1,000 Genomes Project,
were included in the analyses.

Sinhalese chronicles and previous
genetic studies had proposed that the
Sinhalese people had migrated from
northern or northwest India around 500
BCE, though their exact origins and
migratory history are still debated. That
the Sinhalese speak an Indo-European
language, Sinhala, whose present-day
distribution lies primarily in northern
India, further supported the idea of their
migration from northern India, But the
current study contradicted the findings of
the previous studies from & genetic
perspective.

“The gene ancestrie
proportions in the Adivas
are most similar to Dravi
populations, which live in Southern India
today,” Niraj Rai of the Birbal Sahni
Iastitute of Palaeosciences (BSIP),
Lucknaw, and one of the corresponding
authars of the paper, told The Hindu

“Even among South Indian
populations, we find that the Sinhalese
are genetically clasest ta those
communities that have higher
proportions of the so-called ASI or
Ancestral South Indizn ancestry,”
Maanasa wan, assistant professor at
the University of Chicago and a
corresponding author of the study, said.

“Int contrast to many North Indians,
these populations generally have lower
levels of a genetic ancestry related to
ancient groups from the Eurasian Steppe,
proposed to have carried Indo-European
languages into South Asia and that are
today spoken widely in northern regions
of India”

and their
d

Genes and linguistic affinities
But how does one reconcile the fact that
the Sinhalese people speak a language
that is classified as Indo-Eurapean, which
s spoken mostly in North India?
e authors explained that genes do
not reflect linguistic affinities and that

Amap of Sri Lanka showing the majority ethnicity
by DS Division according to the country’s 2012
Census, Yellow: Indian Tamils; purple: Sinhalese;
green: Sri Lankan Moor; maroon: Sri Lankan Tamil;
110 MajoTity. OEPARTMENT OF CENSUS &

Address
Email Id :

Contact Number :

Website :

Imlmn and other

s don't gistic afinitie

biological and cultural evolution can have

discordance may have he\'n un:e.l by the
Sinhalese population having migra
from somewhere in North India
geographically, but genetically speaking,
the migration may have come from a
group that resembles more South Indian
Dravidian speakers today.

it lanation is that a

The genetic ancestries and their
proportions in the Adivasi and
Sinhalese are most similar to Dravidian

speaking populations, which five in
Southern India today

them heavily, and contributed to what is

, perhaps

migrated to Sri Lanka and transmitted the
language but not the genes.

“If the Sinhalese were derived from a
North Indian genetic cluster with higher
Steppe-related ancestry, mixing had 0

dilute their genetic ancesiries and pull
them genetically closer to South Indian

fully understand these diff
and cultural affinities of the Sin
Raghavan said.

Support from anthropological studies
The time of formation of the
genetic pool was dated in the study to
about 3,000 years ago, falling within the
range of dates displayed broadly by
Indian and other Sri Lankan populations
and around the time of the proposed
migration date of the Sinhalese in the
chronicles (500 BCE).

“The date our a
interesting. It implies
ancestors migrated to Sri Lanka fairly
lose in time to the dynamic genetic
mixing events that were oecurring about
g0 in India that
ASH ic spectrum we
see in today's populations,” Rai explained.
(ANI stands for m-u:aual north India’ and
AS for ‘ancestral south Indian")

Sinhalese chronicles also say that when
the Sinhalese people migrated from India

Sri Lanka about 3,000 years ago, the
si were already living in Sri Lank:

also supported by anthropological
studies that propose that the Adivasi are
descended from early hunter-gatherers i
the region. The Adivasi are in fact
traditionally hunter-gatherers and the
mm,,-u.ou; peoples of Sri Lanka,

"Ata broad scale, Adivasi today look

genetically very S

d S: nkar

lese

other groups migrating from South India
must have met the Adivasi, mixed with

A photograph of a Sinhalese famiy, c. 1880-1892.
PUBLIC DOMAN

pres y g wruciure ofthe

inhalese 4m! the Adivasi are close
1o each other and share broad-level
genetic similarities. On a finer scale
demographic resolution, however, the
study found that the two Adis clans are
abit different from the Sinhalese. The
Adivasi have slightly higher levels of

nt hunter-gatherer ancestry than the
Sinhalese and the Sri Lankan Tamils, and
have maintained smaller population sizes
over the course of their history, both of
which support their traditional hunting
and gathering lifestyle.

The Adivasi genomes also display
signatures of endogamy, which appear as
long stretches of DNA inherited from a
comunon ancestor. The study further
reported that a cansequence of the low
population size and endogamy is that the
genetic diversity among the Adivasi is
lower than that in the urban populations,
which may have an impact on their health
and disease status.

While both Adivasi clans have
maintained lower population sizes
compared to the Sinhales
Lankan Tamils, the authors found that the
Interior Adivasi clan seemed to have
undergone a stronger reduction in their
population size compared to the Coastal
Adivasi, leading to a greater loss of their

&

enetic diversity.

“We find the two Adivasi clans - the
Coastal Adivasi and the Interior Adivasi —
also have some differences in their genetic
ancestry arising due to distinct
ic separation between them,”

geogra
Rai said.
This, according to Raghavan, indicated
that the Interior Adivasi clan must have
undergone stronger pressures, perhaps
societal or environmental, to keep the
population size lower coumpared to their
plaining how the

lifestyle attributes of the two clans started
to drift apart.

Capturing the population history
In fact, the fragmented nature of the
Adivasi clans also impacted the study
sampling strategy. Whille 35 individuals
representing the twa large groups —
Sinhalese and Sri Lankan Tamils — have
been included in the analyses, the
numbers for the two Adivasi populations
were small: five from among the interior
Adivasi and 14 from among the Coastal
Adiva hough it would be ideal to keep
matched sample sizes of different
populations for genetic analyses, the
reason for including only small numbers
for the two Adivasi clans was because the
Adivasi communities today are very
fragments

“Historical, anthropological, as well as
our genetic results all suggest that these
communities live in small sizes and
practice endogamy,” Raghavan said.
“Because of endogamy, a lot of these
individuals tend to be related to one
anotlier. Having really high relatedness in
a group impacts the genetic analyses
because then everybody's going to look
like each other. So that's why our sample
sizes were Jower for the two Adivasi
clans”

Despite the number of individuals
representing the two Adivasi clans being
small, the researchers were able to
apture the entire population history of
se two groups. The study was able to
address the questions that the researchers
set out to do despite the Adivasi sample
sizes being small, according to Raghavan.
“Since every individual's genome is a

ic of their ancestor’s genomes, even
@ small number of individuals can
represent their population's genetic
we didn't find any
genetic outliers within the Adivasi clans
So, ull the sampled individuals fit into the
modd that we propose,” Rai clarified.
his is the first time that
high-resolution genome data have been
sequenced from multiple populations in
Sri Lanka, including the Indigenous
Adivasi and urban Sinhalese, to
understand the deeply rooted ancestries
and th. population histories,” Rai
adde

Broadl). the study has important

toeach
other, but still have genetic differences at
a fine scale, she said that this basically
means at some point in time, due to
geographic separation, the genetic and

for how humans moved
actoss South Ava and highlights the high
degree of interconnectedness between
India and Sri Lanka over millennia,
(prasad.ravindranath@thehindu.co.in)

A group of Advasi men photographed n S Lanka . 18701904, PUBUC DOMAN
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Sinhalese migrated from
Southern India, mixed
with Adivasis: study

Rgforat & gfaror siva @
YaTd, ATTarfaar & |1y
oS sreage

Genomic Study of Sinhalese and
Adivasi Clans in Sri Lanka

siterent 7 el 3 snfearh wegera
FT SN AF eI

o Analyses of whole-genome
sequence data of urban Sinhalese
and two indigenous Adivasi clans in
Sri Lanka, which live in
geographically separated regions,
have shed light on the migratory
history of these populations and their
genetic relationship to each other
and to many Indian populations.

eredY REfat 3R Aot & af wadeft
sfeare waemt & qI-Siier regsHaor
32T & faRaANTT & 37 Feerl & yarw
sfaer 3R amoedt T #¢ R
AT & WY AT fAF Faul
ShT2T STell 91T B |

e The study, published recently in the
journal Current Biology, found that
Sinhalese and Adivasi are
genetically closest to each other and
to South Indians, but at a regional
and fine-scale level, the two Adivasi
clans are genetically distinct.

&TeT &1 & Current Biology Sieiel &
YRR 37T 3 arT a7 foh Rgel
3 feardt 3Tt 9 @ vH-gE

Gorakhpur
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ITgafE AeTar g
For the study, whole genomes of 35 urban Sinhalese individuals and 19 individuals
from two indigenous Adivasi clans were sequenced.

5 37T & forw 35 aedy Refaral 3K & wadelt anfeard wagart & 19 St &1 qu-sier
31T OT fohT a7

Of the 19 genomes of Adivasi clans that were sequenced, 5 were from Interior Adivasi
and 14 from Coastal Adivasi.

anfeard wegerat & 19 Shaky 7 4 5 snaits snfearfaat 3 14 adz anfeafaat &
e |

A Genetic Perspective

TF T[T eehIor

The sampling and data generation were possible due to the outreach efforts of Sri
Lankan collaborator Ruwandi Ranasinghe from the University of Colombo.

Freral freafaearera 1 sierTs eaersFar Fars! 0TS & Jarat & 797 Hare 3R 3eT
fasTor @91 gY ura|

In addition, the whole genome data of 35 Sri Lankan Tamils, sampled in the U.K. as
part of the 1,000 Genomes Project, were included in the analyses.

g &, g, 7 fow arw 35 siewrs affrat & q Sfier 321, S 1000 Sheher sistee @ fgear
&, &7 T Ta2eivor 3 il fomar arm|

Sinhalese chronicles and previous genetic studies had proposed that the Sinhalese
people migrated from northern or northwest India around 500 BCE, though their
exact origins and migratory history are still debated.

figel sfoere aret 31 Qe snegafiss sreagst 7 g geanfaa faar arr ar f Rigeh
YT TSI 500 $HT G 3o AT IA-YTRAHA WA & TaTH T 31T &, glelifeh IeTehl HENh
3eqter 3R warw sfagra 3reft o faare 1 fawg g

That the Sinhalese speak Sinhala, an Indo-European language, whose present-day
distribution lies primarily in northern India, further supported the idea of migration
from northern India.

HEI: 3 AR # §, 398 30X AR § YT A 4RO FY FHAT Fem|

But the current study contradicted the findings of previous studies from a genetic
perspective.

AfereT FAAT AT A AT TAF gfeHIoT @ qaat IreaT=t & foreawst 1 w1 |
“The genetic ancestries and their proportions in the Adivasi and Sinhalese are most
similar to Dravidian speaking populations, which live in Southern India today,” said
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Niraj Rai of the Birbal Sahni Institute of Palaeosciences (BSIP), Lucknow.
e, aEes & e T & e7aR, anfearfaat siv Rsfeat i sregafe aemesh
3R 3| AT SfRTOT SRy FAAT Gf ol SeEEAT @ WA A fE AT §

o “Even among South Indian populations, we find that the Sinhalese are genetically
closest to those communities that have higher proportions of the so-called ASI or
Ancestral South Indian ancestry,” said Maanasa Raghavan, Assistant Professor at
University of Chicago.

fRremron freafagaTery T He-cigeh ATTHT Maae & AR, STRI0T HRAT STaaedr & sfiaw
sft, Rigel 37 Fopemal § ITega s w7 & Fa@ 7w fawe § [Seet As| (wrehe afgror
HRCART &) T AT A B

¢ ‘“In contrast to many North Indians, these populations generally have lower levels of a

genetic ancestry related to ancient groups from the Eurasian Steppe, proposed to
have carried Indo-European languages into South Asia.”

F$ 3R AR & i, 5o @Aeril 7 3H d X ARger weft & greiter @t @ S
TR FATTAN T T FH Bl o, Toloo afaror TfRrar 7 fRg-gdr smanait & amer arem
AT ST B

Genes and Linguistic Affinities

Shet 3R TS gAY

e But how does one reconcile the fact that the Sinhalese people speak a language that
is classified as Indo-European, which today is spoken mostly in North India?

ifeheT 38 I &1 &8 FAST ST o RAgel e v ¥t omer Sere § S fig-gdr Al
STl & 3R ST TS HET T F 36 8- H STl STl 57

e The authors explained that genes do not reflect linguistic affinities and that
biological and cultural evolution can have different trajectories.

AGhi = T T foh SfieT 4TS FaATeTaT 1 a1gl G, 3R AT 7 arepfaw fwm
feram srerar @Y Wt

e They have speculated that this genetic-linguistic discordance may have been caused
by the Sinhalese population having migrated from somewhere in North India
geographically, but genetically speaking, the migration may have come from a group
resembling present-day South Indian Dravidian speakers.

3eglel 3TTATET oraTT T aE Sfiet 31X HTST T AT 38 FROT &1 Hebe & o ATl
HINTIF T & 3o 9Rd & Forel TuTer § YT §U, oifehed 3efaRis gieahior & 3 gfeor
AR gfag il & FATe @A & 31T & Fha &

e An alternative explanation is that a small elite Sinhalese group might have migrated
to Sri Lanka and transmitted the language but not the genes.

T Ao caredr I o § o Rigeh At &1 F1$ oer, siffemes aug shers 3mar &) siw
3ol ATYT T YR RaT @) e e 18T

Page83

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

“If the Sinhalese were derived from a North Indian genetic cluster with higher
Steppe-related ancestry, mixing had to have happened with ASI populations to dilute
their genetic ancestries and bring them genetically closer to South Indian
populations,” said Raghavan.

“gfe; gl e SR 3T RIS Fg O 3cde= gU I ool T & Faiftrer qrer 31 o,
ot 37T AS| SITHEAT | FAATT 3G 3T Q91T A1feh 3oToht JerTarelt 1 Tetel T ST &
3R 3¢ STRIOT SIRAT STTHEAT & e o1 ST ¥k, ” AT o FgT|

More anthropological studies are needed to fully understand these differing genetic
and cultural affinities of the Sinhalese.

o1 fafdet JrgafIe SR AiEFfas TATTAS I QU e THs= & fov faw
AAGATEAT AT Y 3TaITFar ¢

Support from Anthropological Studies
AT § I°d GRS

The time of formation of the Sinhalese genetic pool was dated in the study to about
3,000 years ago, falling within the range of dates displayed by Indian and Sri Lankan
populations, and around the proposed migration date (500 BCE).

e A Fgel Mgt Tog & FARTOT T T orarerar 3,000 T qF TR fovam arm,
S AR 3R S STawEar F FHRI-WAT 7 37a7 § 3R JarwT Fr yearfaq Ay (500
& 9d) & 3ma-ar ¥

“The date our analysis reveals is interesting. It implies that the Sinhalese ancestors
migrated to Sri Lanka fairly close in time to the genetic mixing events that occurred
about 2,000—4,000 years ago in India which created the ANI-ASI spectrum,”
explained Rai.

‘AR TaLANOT & wree Ty Aareh 1 S8 Acerd ¢ o el gdwil 1 siieT garaer 3+
2,000-4,000 ¥ q& TR # §U HTe[a Ak FArsror wreamiait & Ty & Hrh e gan, ea
ANI-AS| TFEH Fo11,” TT o T

(ANI stands for Ancestral North Indian and ASI for Ancestral South Indian.)

(ANI &7 379 § 9TelteT 30X HRAT 3R ASI &1 312 § arhier gfayor stedi|)

Sinhalese chronicles also state that when the Sinhalese migrated from India around
3,000 years ago, the Adivasi were already living in Sri Lanka.

gl sfaer arul 3 TR ST wareaT 3,000 T Ug Rigeh HRA A slieiw! 3v, 37 GF7
rfears) gger & & siehr A W@ I

This is also supported by anthropological studies, which propose that the Adivasi are
descended from early hunter-gatherers in the region.

S8 STl T FHYIA ATAATI AT IFeqgat 4 o g1 8, Foieteh ITaR Jnfeardt 3w &7 &
IR RIFR-FaEhdis & Scde ge |
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The Adivasi are traditionally hunter-gatherers and the Indigenous peoples of Sri
Lanka.

anfearet TRaR® w7 & RFR-Fagwdr § 3R siesr & qa fah

“At a broad scale, Adivasi today look genetically very similar to the Sinhalese and
Sri Lankan Tamil. This suggests that Sinhalese, Tamils, or other South Indian
migrants must have mixed with the Adivasi, shaping the present-day Adivasi
genetic structure,” said Raghavan.

"HHI TG WM ST A1 1 & Jfearht sepaiiies w0 & fige 3R shorwrg affrel & aga
forera-spea §1 swe 319 § T Rigeh, affrer ar s aftror sl warelt snfeanfaat & e
gier 3 37 Wy g g, e adwne anfare & anepafire wvaen o=, TEee
el

The Sinhalese and Adivasi are close to each other and share broad-level genetic

similarities, though on finer demographic resolution, the two Adivasi clans differ
slightly from the Sinhalese.

fRigelt sitv anfearet vaw-gEY & I e § 3R AT9s TR T ATERE WA A
FIQ &, G FEA ATRTRADIT Fal W, At Ifearel T Rigeh d aver et §
The Adivasi have slightly higher levels of ancient hunter-gatherer ancestry than

the Sinhalese and Sri Lankan Tamils, and have maintained smaller population sizes
historically, supporting their traditional lifestyle.

anfeafaat F wrehier Rrwr-wareaat aer #1 Fax e 3 affrat 1 geren 7 aizr sfew
g, 3R 3egia UfaeTie ¥ ¥ BIE FTHEAT HTHR 10 @ §, ST IeTehl IRIRE SaeTdtel
&1 FAST FIAT S|

The Adivasi genomes display signatures of endogamy, seen as long DNA
stretches from common ancestors.

nfeardt Sheter F TSRt (wepg F iR [arg) & Fohd ferd 8, S A qaat & ured

ot Areare sEenst & &9 A fTwd §

Due to low population size and endogamy, the genetic diversity among Adivasi is

lower than in urban populations, which may impact their health and disease status.

FH TAREIT TR AR TR & RO, anfearfdat # snegafrs fafaerar aed sawean
&Y JorelT A FA ¢, TT08 3% Fareey 3R Aer Fufa w1 worma g3 gwar 2

Genetic Differences Between Adivasi Clans

nfeardt waeTat F & aneafas A

While both Adivasi clans have maintained lower population sizes compared to the
Sinhalese and Sri Lankan Tamils, the Interior Adivasi clan seemed to have
undergone a stronger reduction in their population size compared to the Coastal
Adivasi, leading to a greater loss of genetic diversity.

glefifen alal arfeardt waerat ¥ el 3R sierws affal & Jorar 7 w1 SowEar smaR
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T T@T &, et AR Hiar FAE 7 Saaean & s frae s ¥, Sraw
3repafes Rfdua # s s g ¢
“We find the two Adivasi clans — the Coastal Adivasi and the Interior Adivasi — also

have some differences in their genetic ancestry arising due to distinct geographic
separation between them,” said Rai.

“GHo 1T o Ty amfearet 3N rrafer sfeam, St & mepafie qaet 7 s g, S
mﬁhﬂmmaswmgm"wﬁwl

According to Raghavan, this indicated that the Interior Adivasi must have undergone
stronger societal or environmental pressures to keep their population size lower than
the Coastal counterparts.

e o 38R, SEY Hehel Aol & o Arafer smfeardt s waAtsr A1 g3favor @ srfa+
AT T HIHAT AT TST TTEH SoTehl STAHEAT AT FHGTT T Jelell H A |
Though both clans are genetically more similar to each other, they still exhibit genetic

differences at a fine scale, caused by geographic separation and drift in lifestyle
attributes.

glelieh Sleil THET HTTAF T ¥ TH-g@ & 3T T ¢, T ol 37 qoor TR W
3R & i stonforer sreramma 3iR Sftaerdtel & 3iav & ST gam|

Sampling Strategy and Population Structure
AHATHIOT 0T T 3R STeTHEar =t

The fragmented nature of Adivasi clans impacted the study’s sampling strategy.
anfearet aerat F1 @f3d TFHfa A sreae iy aaEror e @ yanfad

While 35 individuals representing Sinhalese and Sri Lankan Tamils were included,
the Adivasi samples were small: 5 from Interior Adivasi and 14 from Coastal
Adivasi.

STeT 35 cafaa it el AR afder aoemrl 1 sfafftes #wa €, 3¢ anfAer R ar, ot
anfearet @ w3 4: 5 AR nfeard 3k 14 a7 snfear|

Ideally, matched sample sizes are used for genetic analyses, but Adivasi communities
today are very fragmented.

e &9 W, HTA A TARANT o fIT FATer H&AT & FHA fT S &, Afehet 31T o6
3Tigaret FAE qgd GiEd ¢

“Historical, anthropological, and genetic results all suggest that Adivasi communities
live in small sizes and practice endogamy,” Raghavan said.

‘e, Anafdee, 3K el aRomr @5 aard § o snfard wae o aeEh
F B § 3R ushle (weg # & Rare) sva 8, Taa  Fa1l

Due to endogamy, many individuals are closely related, which impacts genetic
analyses, making everyone appear genetically similar.
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grar & Fifer Taft cafad v ok et arerer ¥

Hence, the sample sizes were smaller for the two Adivasi clans.

safart, QT snfeard waErat & FaET F T Fa & TS|

Reconstructing Population History

ST SRgRT Y g

Despite the small sample sizes, researchers were able to recapture the entire
population history of the two Adivasi groups.

FH AHaAI & dTae(g, Merhcll alal TG THEH F QU FTHEAT $TAeTH T FA & ot
i

“Since every individual’'s genome is a mosaic of their ancestor’s genomes, even
small samples can represent population history,” said Raghavan.

‘g ITFd 1 SN 3% qaait F SHA1 &1 A0 gIaT 8, ST FF 7o oft Ferwear
sfAer &1 g2l IFhd &,” TEaT o FgTl

The study did not find any genetic outliers in the Adivasi clans — all individuals fit into
the proposed model, clarified Rai.

e # Infeardt aerat # F1$ ot Sherera sramAeTar 81 9S8 — Wy ATk
yefaa Aise # fhe gu, 379 2 Tse fha
“This is the first time high-resolution genome data from multiple Sri Lankan

populations, including Indigenous Adivasi and urban Sinhalese, has been
sequenced to understand deep ancestries and population histories,” said Rai.

“Ig Ige IR & o siieiehT A F§ STeraeanit, et Aar anfeardt 31k el Rigeh anfaer
¥ Foa-RaAteger S ST grod fhaT 3137 d1feh T18XrE & qdeit Y AhRT AR Feaear
sTAeTra 3 TS ST Th,” T o el

Broadly, the study reveals important insights into human migration across South Asia
and underscores the deep interconnection between India and Sri Lanka over
millennia.

THI T W, TE AT &ia07 TRIAT # AT Y91 & aR H AGcaqOT AThNT &l ¢ 3R
AR 3R siieT & S FEaTieaal & Teh 3T 7§ 7MY el I 3R HAT B |
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Neil Armstrong on the surface of the moon on
July 20, 1969. NASA

Moondust is
less harmful
than earth’s
dust — but
don’t take a
deep breath

Priyali Prakash

...........................

You wake up, brush, shower, dress up,
grab breakfast, put on your shoes, and
step out. It’s a new morning and the sun
is up, so you take a deep breath — and the
city air serves you a gross reminder of
why it’s become a terrible idea to take
deep breaths. Suddenly you're coughing,
tearing up, and sneezing. Your nose
rapidly becomes blocked.

This is perhaps the least of what city
dust does to the human body. The
particulate matter smaller than 2.5
micrometres, or PM2.5, in particular has
been linked to a variety of medical
conditions, including those affecting
newborns and reducing human lifespan.

Unfortunately for you, even if you
move to a moon base in the future, you'd
be ill-advised to take a deep breath of
your cabin’s air if it has moondust
suspended in it.

According to a study published
recently in Life Sciences in Space Research,
moondust is less harmful than the
particulate matter we frequently
encounter on the earth. However, both
our urban dust and moondust seem
capable of damaging certain lung cells.

The study’s authors, from institutes in
Macquarie Park, Sydney, and Ultimo in
Australia, used two laboratory-generated
versions of lunar dust — called LMS-1 and
LHS-1, mimicking dust from the moon’s
mare and highland regions, respectively —
in their experiments.
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Large particles from LMS-1 and
LHS-1 moondust were toxic at
high concentrations. Smaller
particles were less toxic to
bronchial cells than PM2.5
particles are known to be

During NASA’s Apollo missions from
1969 to 1972, astronauts complained of
lunar dust sticking to their spacesuits and
irritating their eyes and lungs. Lunar dust
is statically charged, so it tends to stick to
surfaces the same way a balloon rubbed
against hair will cling to a wall right after.

The researchers used two groups of
cells to represent the bronchial and the
alveolar parts of human lungs. The
bronchi transport air into the lungs while
the alveoli are the sacs where the air
exchanges oxygen with the blood.

The researchers found that large
particles from both LMS-1 and LHS-1
moondust were toxic and inflammatory
only at extremely high concentrations.
The smaller particles in both dust types
that a human could breathe deep into the
lungs were found to be less toxic to
bronchial cells than PM2.5 particles on
the earth are known to be.

This said, both the moondust simulants
and earth dust caused alveolar cells to
die.

The study is important because space
agencies like NASA in the U.S. and CNSA
in China are planning to send astronauts
to the moon. NASA’s Artemis Il mission is
currently scheduled for 2026 and will
carry four astronauts in a lunar flyby
mission as an early step to “long-term
return” to the natural satellite.

In future, as the human population on
the moon builds up, both engineers
designing and operating lunar habitats
and medical workers expected to attend
to the people inhabiting them will gain by
understanding how moondust affects the
human body.
(priyali.prakash@thehindu.co.in)

Moondust is less
harmful than earth’s
dust — but don’t take a
deep breath

atg &1 g gt i e Hir
qorel A FH FIfAeRT § —
AfeheT 50 WG AT o

e You wake up, brush, shower, dress
up, grab breakfast, put on your shoes,
and step out. It's a new morning and
the sun is up, so you take a deep
breath — and the city air serves you a
gross reminder of why it's become a
terrible idea to take deep breaths.

Y 35 &, FA A 8, 78T §, FI3
qgeld o, o1Rall &hdd o, Sid T8eTd & AR
aTEX fisherd &1 g U of5 o & AR
ot foiehel YT &, SHTIT 3779 16
A1 At § — 3R AT Y gar 3eh
gre; feereht & o a1ey e o= 319 /4t

WA gl I g |
« Suddenly you’re coughing, tearing
up, and sneezing. Your nose rapidly
becomes blocked.

37ITeTeh 3TT9ehT @AY, 31T@T & g1 3R
Sich 3ol oTaTcl &1 3R oATeh R sics
g ST

e This is perhaps the least of what city
dust does to the human body.

IE TG TEH §odhl AT ¢ oI AT T 4ol ATAT 2R T STeiel gl

e The particulate matter smaller than 2.5 micrometres (PM2.5) in
particular has been linked to a variety of medical conditions, including those affecting
newborns and reducing human lifespan.
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Y §T & 2.5 ABHIHIET T BIE HIT (PM2.5) Fi $3 STHIRAT I ST 3T &, ST sIdod
TRI2[31T Y Tt eaTT 3R AT SieteT TedTRT hT A HTaAT A & |

e Unfortunately for you, even if you move to a moon base in the future, you'd be ill-
advised to take a deep breath of your cabin’s air if it has moondust suspended in it.

eI, Afe 39 1S 7 FgAT & ITUR RATAT 3 8 e ST, T ot Ffe; moehr hfger hr

g 3 TEAT Y 4 ¢, AT I [ AT glieiehiah gl

e According to a study published recently in Life Sciences in Space Research,
moondust is less harmful than the particulate matter we frequently encounter on the
earth.

Life Sciences in Space Research # gTeT &1 # YehTTRIcT Ush EAT o e[, TeaAT HY
e FH gl & Sfeead Jal Sl el & oI & 3 Seldl o |

e However, both our urban dust and moondust seem capable of damaging certain lung

cells.
gTeiife, gAY e 4T 3R F5 T il & BHST Y TS PIAFIA FY THAT Tg et 31
JeTH T &

e The study’s authors, from institutes in Macquarie Park, Sydney, and Ultimo in
Australia, used two laboratory-generated versions of lunar dust — called LMS-1 and
LHS-1 — mimicking dust from the moon’s mare and highland regions, respectively.

3TETST F @i o, St e forar F AFad urd (Rsah) it 3feear a &, saememenr & d9r
ar Y T g el — LMS-1 31 LHS-1 — &7 392191 faham, St sharer: dgar & #Y 3K
gTSols &1 T el T Tehel A & |

e During NASA’s Apollo missions (1969-1972), astronauts complained of lunar dust
sticking to spacesuits and irritating eyes and lungs.

NASA & 3rdta fRerat (1969-1972) & gireT, 3iafkeT afaat o Rz Fr o fon wgam i
U FIEHeH W Rus St oY 3 srat sk $wst # Srae dar we i

e Lunar dust is statically charged, so it tends to stick to surfaces like a balloon rubbed

against hair.
g1 1 Yot 7 T raer g §, fSHd I5 aral § WS 7T JeaR H e dcel 4 Kagw
ST &8l

e The researchers used two groups of cells to represent the bronchial and the alveolar
parts of human lungs.

QMEThaT3Tt & AT Bwsl & fifhder 3 vieaatel #mt o1 yfafaf®ca Fa & v e g
I FITARIAT T 3TATT fohaT|

e The bronchi transport air into the lungs while the alveoli are the sacs where the air
exchanges oxygen with the blood.

FH gaT Y BHaT H o ST § STt tfeaaredl 3 AT gIaY & STaT gar Iod ¥ iTerdTsteT 1
3TETA-YeT i &

e Researchers found that large particles from both LMS-1 and LHS-1 moondust were
toxic and inflammatory only at extremely high concentrations.
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RMEFRAT3T o7 A1 o LMS-1 3R LHS-1 T 4T o 93 0T hoof 9§l 3o AT 3 s
3R FareT e Ft A |

« Smaller particles that a human could breathe deep into the lungs were found to be less
toxic to bronchial cells than PM2.5 particles.

q B FT, Ao ST I TTH H 37T of AohdT g, hTeT FIAFI3T F forw PM2.5 FHoit
Y ForeT A FH [AgrFa arw 0|

« However, both moondust simulants and earth dust caused alveolar cells to die.
glenifen, g 4 & fAegeiey 3 gt it ya alal o vfeaaiel FifAFs Hir 77 1 HRoT
AT

e The study is important as space agencies like NASA and CNSA (China) are planning
to send astronauts to the moon.

IE 3T Ageaqul & it NASA 31 CNSA (efier) ST rafet vaiflar g )
37AReT TIFIT T FTA FH JSTeTT TAT BT &

o NASA'’s Artemis Il mission, scheduled for 2026, will carry four astronauts in a lunar
flyby mission as a step towards long-term return to the moon.

NASA T 3TERT 11 frerT, St 2026 & T FaTR &, IR raRet Tt F1 o Feada
e W o STUeT, S dgAr W drdeniars arawt Fr fe2m 7 v wea B

e As human population on the moon builds up, engineers and medical workers will need
to understand how moondust affects the human body.

S-S TGHAT IR AT HTETEY T¢of, SN felaRi 3R FTAELThHAT T Tg THSTAT ST 19T
o o et AT eI Y HA TeIRIT FIA ¥
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Away from the edge edge

The incineration of toxic waste from the
Bhopal tragedy took time and effort

he Madhya Pradesh Pollution Control
T Board has confirmed that officials had in-

cinerated 337 tonnes of toxic waste
moved to a private waste treatment facility in
Pithampur from the defunct Union Carbide facil-
ity in Bhopal. The event closes a single, but im-
portant, chapter in the sordid history of the 1984
Bhopal disaster, the state response to which
pushed the city and its people to the edge. The
successful incineration is illustrative in that it de-
manded interventions from the Madhya Pradesh
High Court, the Supreme Court of India, and the
Union Environment Ministry, among other stake-
holders, over more than a decade. In the end, the
State government was able to arrange for the
waste to be safely disposed of — including an out-
reach exercise to assuage public anxiety over the
emissions — within six months at a cost of 126
crore. Evidently the means have always existed;
the political initiative to effect them has been
wanting. This is an important detail: waste, once
it has entered the environment, has a tendency
to be converted to different forms; it seldom goes
away. The toxic waste incinerated thus far has
yielded more than 800 tonnes of ash and residue
that officials will have to landfill in a scientific
manner. Like solid waste landfills around the
country, this new facility will require regular up-
keep, monitoring, and funds of its own. The site
of the Union Carbide plant also retains several
more tonnes of contaminated soil and other ha-
zardous artefacts, plus contaminated subsurface
resources in the area.

Crucially, much of the impetus for positive
change in the matter, including waste removal,
has come from victims’ families, survivors, and
activists rather than from the state. Survivors’
groups have filed petitions arguing that deaths
and injuries continue to be undercounted and
that they are owed inflation-adjusted damages.
Since the Supreme Court closed the door on the
curative route, also in dispute is whether a new
valuation of losses can be forced on The Dow
Chemical Company, notwithstanding the fact
that it remains a proclaimed offender. Long-term
surveillance has been patchy, with activists and
survivors alleging that the advisory committee
appointed by the top court has met only sporad-
ically and that local hospitals continue to suffer a
shortage of specialist medical workers to attend
to survivors. In the final analysis, Dow must ac-
count for all remediation activities. Both the State
and the Centre must close pending settlement
claims and attend on a self-motivated basis to the
survivors’ well-being, if required with the assis-
tance of a new statutory body to unify health, re-
lief, and remediation goals. Ultimately, the fami-
lies must be able to move on.
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Away from the edge: On waste disposal
from the 1984 Bhopal plant accident

FR F gT: 1984 HUTel HIT gHeAT § AT
fagersT @

Toxic Waste Incineration from Union Carbide Facility in
Bhopal

AT H AT Fa133 TIT § e HIRASE FT Gget

. The Madhya Pradesh Pollution Control Board has
confirmed that officials had incinerated 337 tonnes of toxic
waste moved to a private waste treatment facility in Pithampur
from the defunct Union Carbide facility in Bhopal.

HEY YU YeuOT [G=07 §1S & YfSe &I § foh it o 337 &1
eI FER F1 Get T St Harer & T gfaaer FetEs a7 @
Rrerarqy Ry v sl 3rafirse swar w4 7 o S o 2|

. The event closes a single, but important, chapter in the
sordid history of the 1984 Bhopal disaster, the state response
to which pushed the city and its people to the edge.

TG TTHT 1984 HATe HTYST F ST117 3TATTH o Teh Ageaqor
AT HY &g AT &, forae T Fr ufafshar & e 3R 35 e

T HIR 9T T W3 fhaT|

o The successful incineration is illustrative in that it
demanded interventions from the Madhya Pradesh High
Court, the Supreme Court of India, and the Union
Environment Ministry, among other stakeholders, over more
than a decade.

Ig AP &g 39 1d oI &ATdT & [ 5T folw e gere & 1+
AT doh AT YU 39 AT, AR & Haled ~ar ey 3K
FERT TATIRT HATGT TR 37T BTURT T gEA&IT hr 3TaRThT
EE

. In the end, the State government was able to arrange for
the waste to be safely disposed of — including an outreach
exercise to assuage public anxiety over the emissions — within
six months at a cost of ¥126 crore.

3, TeT PR 37 FHR H TA&ET 7 F fAver $Hr sgaear
Wﬁﬂaﬂwg‘s"—mﬁsc«m I ol SeTell 1 FRAET &l gy et
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ofrar for=am aram|

Evidently the means have always existed; the political initiative to effect them has
been wanting.

TASE & W, AT FHAT AISG &; Shdel AoTaiifeld Tgel ! el AT

This is an important detail: waste, once it has entered the environment, has a tendency
to be converted to different forms; it seldom goes away.

IE T AgcaquT faaoT §: 3raflrse, Teh IR 31 Ig TATawor 7 Jar X oldl ¢, df Saeh!
g gl & o Tg Rffewt wal & sieel S0, 78 wg w4 € Gl e § FATSd et ¥

The toxic waste incinerated thus far has yielded more than 800 tonnes of ash and
residue that officials will have to landfill in a scientific manner.

379 deh STATT 97T STedrl ¢uiﬁ800m#mwsﬂ13ﬁaﬁ3—ﬂr_ﬂ§€§, oo
et 31 defas alid § dsfre i g

Like solid waste landfills around the country, this new facility will require regular
upkeep, monitoring, and funds of its own.

SR F O e &1 dAsThell I g, 30 =15 gawT & v Hafda w@wamE, fFenmed, 3
Y TG & B3 T 3TIIThdT graf|

The site of the Union Carbide plant also retains several more tonnes of contaminated
soil and other hazardous artefacts, plus contaminated subsurface resources in the
area.

i FIeTss HIT T A5 T 7T 1 3 &t g fAedt R 37 Tawes aequ Ao
¢, A1 €1 38 &1 7 ug e AT waree o ¢

Role of Victims and Activists in Cleanup and Justice

TET$ 3R 7 7 NiEat R FRdwart b sfae

Crucially, much of the impetus for positive change in the matter, including waste
removal, has come from victims’ families, survivors, and activists rather than from
the state.

AT FT &, 3H ATHA H TPRIcHS SGolld o [T HTa2TH UM, [STH FaX I gereT
A &, ToT Hr oy NFaY & afiar), shifaa a=r et sl Frdwanst 3 3ms 8

Survivors’ groups have filed petitions arguing that deaths and injuries continue to be
undercounted and that they are owed inflation-adjusted damages.

ST s STt o Feggl o AAHTC arferer 1 8, 7€ b & gV fob #lal A =vet & feret
3reft oft o Y ST @ 3R 3¢ FereRfa-wATASIT F3TES fG7r Ser =g

Since the Supreme Court closed the door on the curative route, also in dispute is

whether a new valuation of losses can be forced on The Dow Chemical Company,
notwithstanding the fact that it remains a proclaimed offender.

Yfeh G FIE 7 ITIRTHS AW (curative route) H dc Y AT 8, I8 #ff faare 1 fawa
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Long-term surveillance has been patchy, with activists and survivors alleging that the
advisory committee appointed by the top court has met only sporadically and that
local hospitals continue to suffer a shortage of specialist medical workers to attend to
survivors.

Qrasfare fATRT 3/ W@ 7, SRS 3R a2 el &1 39 § o o rgrere garr
fagea geresR ARATT A Hael Beqe 9 F dok &1 & 3R TUTHT Ireqaral & s A9
GgeTel o fore faeet Rrfdean wiFat 1 w1 g5 &

Call for Unified Statutory Remedial Body
i denfas 3qar s i A

In the final analysis, Dow must account for all remediation activities.

37dd:, 313 H I IYARICAS ITATAfOAY & foIT IaRERIT ST ST A1eu|

Both the State and the Centre must close pending settlement claims and attend on a
self-motivated basis to the survivors’ well-being, if required with the assistance of a
new statutory body to unify health, relief, and remediation goals.

TS 3R Fg, St 1 dfde frgere et i se e e 3R I 3 g ol v av
denfare fehra i FerIdT @ TR, Wed IR YoAata aadi 1 Thishd id §T, FaaRa &7
F T A Y TS & FIT T Sofr AR

Ultimately, the families must be able to move on.

3idd:, IRERY F 31 TSt 7 FeTH glel1 TR
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The state must enforce compliance of
regulations in the fireworks industry

n accident is, by definition, both unex-
A pected and preventable. But the numer-
ous fireworks industry blasts that dot the
summer months with stunning regularity in the
firecracker manufacturing belt of Tamil Nadu in
Virudhunagar challenge this definition. A total of
26 people have died and 20 others injured in
eight accidents that have occurred in the first six
months of 2025. According to official data, 17 ac-
cidents were reported in fireworks units in the
State in 2024 and claimed the lives of 52 people.
Of these, 42 people died in 12 accidents in Virud-
hunagar, which has roughly 1,000 fireworks units
and 3,000 cracker shops. In 2023, 79 workers
were killed in 27 accidents in the State, including
28 workers in 15 accidents in Virudhunagar. In
the latest episode, eight persons died and five
others were injured in an explosion at a fireworks
factory in Sattur, near Sivakasi this week. Preli-
minary reports said friction caused during the
process of filling chemicals that are used to make
special fireworks may have caused the explosion.
Investigations are on to pinpoint the exact cause.
But whatever the cause, there is unlikely to be
any new learning from this kind of post mortem.
Temperatures in the rather dry, hot belt of Vi-
rudhunagar often soar unbearably during the
day. It is also common knowledge that firecracker
units store chemicals that are highly inflamma-
ble, and can ignite and burn easily when exposed
to an ignition source such as a spark, flame, or
high heat. And yet, unerringly, the summer
months, usually, have unfortunate accidents re-
sulting in the death or the disability of people
who are already vulnerable, socially and eco-
nomically. While the laxity of manufacturers is
condemnable, there is also a big role for the state
in regulating these fireworks units, since all of
them require a licence from the Petroleum and
Explosives Safety Organization to function. The
Explosives Rules, 2008, which govern fireworks
units, specify that packages containing explo-
sives shall not be allowed to remain in the sun or
exposed to excessive heat, and all due precau-
tions ought to be taken to prevent accidents by
fire or explosion. Following the rules is essential
to retaining the licence to operate and manufac-
ture explosives. Clearly, here is a situation where
the heft of the state can be utilised to ensure com-
pliance, but a better way of handling it is to in-
volve manufacturers in an effort to ensure there
are no further accidents, no further lives lost as a
result. Such cooperation has produced results in
the past in curbing the employment of child la-
bourers in the industry. It will now have to be lev-
eraged to save precious lives. A preventable tra-
gedy that repeats itself makes a farce of state
regulation and enforcement.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Under fire

AT F B A

o The state must enforce compliance of regulations in the
fireworks industry.

o TR T IET@T 3ANT H fAAAT & Hequrelet hl o] HieTr T

Fireworks Industry Accidents in Tamil Nadu

affreraTg # gerar e #Y goeant

¢ An accident is, by definition, both unexpected and preventable.
TREHTST & 3TER, Teh GHTHT AT AT VY ST TFa arell gl 81

o The numerous fireworks industry blasts in Virudhunagar, Tamil
Nadu during summer months challenge this definition.

K] [’ ‘Ii IEI ”gg ﬁl’ Iiil !Ii *zlgl;li ﬁ qeTdr 33}"“ #g? iaFtBIE'I’ ﬁ

UEATT S8 TREATT &1 oAl &t 8
o A total of 26 people died and 20 others were injured in eight
accidents in the first six months of 2025.

2025 ¥ 9g B ANAT A 8 GHEATHT H ol 26 Wt Y HF 3K 20
aﬂwmgtrl
e |In 2024, 17 accidents occurred in fireworks units in Tamil Nadu,

causing 52 deaths, of which 42 deaths were in 12 accidents in
Virudhunagar.

2024 # AfATETZ # 17 geeat g5, oot 52 st hr Al g5, 501
42 A Y 7Y FATYAIR T 12 FHEATH H €5

¢ Virudhunagar has around 1,000 fireworks units and 3,000
cracker shops.

AT 3 oTe1s7eT 1,000 TeTET HISAT 31N 3,000 YSTET GF ¢ |

e In 2023, 79 workers died in 27 accidents, including 28 workers
in 15 accidents in Virudhunagar.

2023 # 27 g3t 7 79 AfAHI A1 HT g3, {74 15 gereansit 7 28
TR B FHT PR 7 53

¢ In the latest explosion at a factory in Sattur, near Sivakasi, eight
people died and five were injured.

gTel &1 7 TqY (ST FAareraY & T §) 1 Teh therdl 3 Taewie # 8 aat
%1 #le 31K 5 " gu

e Preliminary reports suggest friction during chemical filling may
have caused the explosion.

IR Ratet & 37aR, Tarafas RS & SRt ador & faedie g g 1
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e Investigations are underway, but usually such post mortems yield no new learning.
ST STRY &, Afhet 3MAdR W) 0 QieeATeH @ :1E A% Wy g1 fAerd|

e The dry, hot climate of Virudhunagar worsens the risk, especially when highly
inflammable chemicals are exposed to spark, flame, or heat.

vy 1 g 3R et At e @1 Ter a1 §, @rEet 519 Ireafte saeeeiter
e R, @t 3 st & TuF F 3 g

e Accidents during summer often result in death or disability of people who are
socially and economically vulnerable.

3t & gRrer @Yot Al gEeaTe st At AR IfdE T & FASR A A g A
faeTeTdT ST HROT T B |

+ While manufacturers’ negligence is blameworthy, the state also has a role in
regulating these units.

STeT fARTan3it v AT AT §, I8 o PR H1 1 37 sl Hf AaRaT FEA A
e N

e All fireworks units require a license from the Petroleum and Explosives Safety
Organization (PESO).

TafY Terar sHTsdT I Qe 3R faTwies et Warew (PESO) § ASHW A1 31T &
 Explosives Rules, 2008 mandate that explosives packages must not be exposed to
sun or excessive heat, and precautions must be taken to avoid fire or explosion.

favwies faw, 2008 & 37ER, fedes anralt 1 4 I seafts e 7 76 w@er
=TT 3R 3mer A7 RAFwie § g=md & faw wraenfaaf seaer =amge|

o Compliance is essential for retaining operational license.
AU FATC @ & FAT Jreqarerst sfaard &1

o The state must utilize its authority to ensure strict enforcement, but a collaborative
approach involving manufacturers can be more effective.

T I 3791 HTARR FT 3TRNT R F3IE A ITelel ioA e AT AMie T, SfeheT fatanait
Y AT FIAT 317 F37T T &Y AheT &

e Such collaboration has earlier helped curb child labour in the industry.
UHT HGAT TgeT SGANT F dTe $3 I IHFHA TN} H FeTdeh ET & |

¢ Now, it must be used to save lives.
379 ST 3YIRT FIA ST T91 F fhaT ST A0

o A preventable tragedy that keeps repeating mocks the idea of state regulation and
enforcement.

Teh NHYTH AT FTHE) T IR-IR EI-T AT, T RAfTd =T 31 yade 1 At Sordr
gl
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Global South has been showing a rising

trend for the last several years. India has

made consistent efforts to expand the
facets of these engagements and has also almost
doubled the flow of quantum — from around $3
billion in 2010-11 to around $7 billion in 2023-24.
While capacity building programmes and the
initiatives for technology transfer and duty-free
access to India markets have been important
modalities of this engagement, the main
instrument has been the extension of lines of
credit (LoC) under the Indian Development and
Economic Assistance Scheme (IDEAS).

If budgetary provisions for 2025-26 are any
indication, the red flag from the Ministry of
Finance on credit lines, as a modality of
engagement, is absolutely clear. At the G-20, India
expressed serious concerns over rising sovereign
debt levels across the Global South. During the
third Voice of Global South Summit (VoGS) in
2024, Prime Minister Narendra Modi articulated
the concept of a Global Development Compact
(GDC), thereby implying a harmonious balance
between all the modalities of engagement with
the Global South. It is worth noting that there are
five modalities of engagement, viz., capacity
building, technology transfer, market access,
grants and concessional finance. This balanced
approach on modalities may be supplemented by
India by having wider and deeper partnerships
with countries that can work across third
countries.

In this backdrop, under the modalities of
engagement, India has to refocus on LoCs as an
instrument of engagement. India was largely
borrowing from global capital markets and
providing the resources to the partner countries
at a concessional rate of interest. The difference
in the rates of interest was being absorbed by the
Government of India. With a rising global
liquidity crisis, such schemes have lost their
relevance as capital market predictability and the
repaying capabilities of partner countries have
become severely constrained. India should take
full advantage of this new reality.

Shrinking ODA and debt crisis

The traditional official development assistance
(ODA) providers are going through their own
budgetary crisis while the partners of the Global
South have challenges in coping with the debt
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crisis. With rising geopolitical complexities, the
flow of global development finance in any case is
witnessing a profound decline. The collapse of
USAID and the decline of the Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO)
have highlighted the emerging crisis in
development finance. The availability and
leveraging of resources have been hampered
further by the declining trend in ODA, which is
likely to be close to $97 billion. This proposed
slashing of foreign aid is a near 45% reduction
from the levels of ODA in 2023, which stood at
around $214 billion. At the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development
(OECD), its Development Assistance Committee
(DAC) has been an elite club for ODA providers,
dictating the terms and conditions for the
economic and political programmes for the
South.

Shrinkage in the resource flow is likely to affect
several development programmes, across least
developed economies, particularly at a time
when several of them are passing through an
unprecedented debt crisis. Over the last 20 years,
a series of overlapping crises and major
geopolitical and economic transformations have
reshaped the global financial environment,
leaving many developing countries struggling to
access funding. This has posed a risk to
development progress at risk and jeopardised
achievements.

The investment needed to achieve the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) by 2030
has also surged from $2.5 trillion in 2015 to over
$4 trillion in 2024. Without a major increase in
financing, progress toward the SDGs (already
derailed by the COVID-19 pandemic and other
global shocks) will remain elusive.
Simultaneously, borrowing has become costlier
and less predictable.

Rationale for triangular cooperation

Aray of hope lies in the possibility of evolving a
new mechanism of pooling resources with
like-minded countries. The flows from the 19
non-DAC countries that report to the OECD rose
from $1.1 billion in 2000 to $17.7 billion in 2022.
Some of these countries such as Indonesia and
Brazil have evolved a rich global experience with
Japan and Germany of working in third countries.
Japan and Indonesia have worked together in
several Association of Southeast Asian Nations

Rephrasing Global Development Finance

dfRe e e &1 ger: Tfawor

e India’s development cooperation with the Global South has been showing a rising trend
for the last several years.

R T AT STAT & T Fhr g7 Voo S gl A T9ar 98 @1 &

e India has made consistent efforts to expand the facets of these engagements and has
also almost doubled the flow of quantum — from around $3 billion in 2010-11 to
around $7 billion in 2023-24.

HRA o 3oT WISGTRAT & Tg o3l ! FAFATRA it & T o} 94 fahw § 3R v ahr
TR T 19T97eT $3 TaforasT (2010-11) T Sore $7 fafawe (2023-24) & AT R
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(ASEAN) economies to implement development
projects. Similarly, Germany and Brazil have
worked together in Mozambique in multiple
development areas. Triangular Cooperation (TrC)
has emerged as a powerful mechanism to bridge
the divide between the Global North and the
Global South.

The beauty of the TrC is that it brings together
a traditional donor from the Global North, a
pivotal country from the Global South, and a
partner country (often from the Global South),
creating inclusive platforms for shared learning,
mutual respect and the co-creation of solutions
tailored to local needs. Comprehensive TrC data
is still being compiled at the global stage.
However, the efficacy and the success of the
model has been well established. Some
preliminary data collection suggests TrC to be
between $670 million to $1.1 billion.

Partnerships with results

The TrC has shown that addressing physical
infrastructure can advance social progress. For
instance, improving regional energy grids
expands digital connectivity and provides access
to opportunities in education and health. In this
context, in 2022, Germany and India signed a
Joint Declaration of Intent on the implementation
of TrC projects in third countries (during the
sixth India-Germany Inter-Governmental
Consultations), with a focus on Africa, Asia, and
Latin America. Since then, TrC projects are being
implemented in several countries which include
Cameroon, Ghana and Malawi in Africa, and in
Peru in Latin America.

These offer clear examples as to how to
rephase global development finance in a manner
that ensures assured and efficacious outcomes in
a cost-effective manner. Engagement in TrC was
further emphasised during India’s G20
presidency, with expanded collaborations
involving countries such as Germany, the United
States, the United Kingdom, the European Union,
and France. These partnerships span a variety of
sectors and modalities, from grant-based projects
to investment-driven initiatives such as the Global
Innovation Partnership (GIP) with the UK. These
efforts illustrate how leveraging technical,
financial, and human resources can deliver
results in third countries.

The views expressed are personal
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o While capacity building, technology transfer, and duty-free market access have
been important modalities, the main instrument has been the extension of lines of
credit (LoC) under the Indian Development and Economic Assistance Scheme
(IDEAS).

AET AU AR R 31X 3nffie weram A1 (IDEAS) & d&d #13¢ @18+ (LoC) &

farar w8l

o Budgetary provisions for 2025-26 indicate a red flag from the Ministry of Finance
regarding LoCs as a modality of engagement.

2025-26 & SIETT UITHTAT ¥ Hohd (Aol ¢ o fad HATAT ¥ LoC &Y WiglerY & ATegH &
G H I Ad1deit T g

o At the G-20, India raised concerns over rising sovereign debt levels in the Global
South.

G-20 FFAW 7 HRA o AR ZTAIOT F gt AW FHor TR 9N 18R ffeqm szrerey |

e During the third Voice of Global South Summit (VoGS) 2024, PM Narendra Modi
introduced the idea of a Global Development Compact (GDC).

2024 # fray AR gfaror affe (VoGS) & gRI, Teer#s= aig ALY ¥ dRasw e afy

(GDC) & TR Y& I |
e The GDC implies a harmonious balance between all five modalities: capacity
building, technology transfer, market access, grants, and concessional finance.

GDC 1 3% ¢ o \ell arer ATET#HT — a7aen fAaor, Sle@farehr gedioror, 9K 9g,
3regeT, 3R R e — & @i @qfea areaae 8|

¢ India may supplement this approach by forming wider and deeper partnerships with
countries that can operate in third-country engagements.

H 3 GISCHIOT &l 3N AT T Thell § 3R T 3T 42T o AT &AT9F 31 188
AEREIRAT S0 S Y 2ot 7 At FRT T 6|

e Under the evolving context, India must refocus on LoCs as an instrument of
engagement.

aeoldl URGIT 7 R T LoC &Y WG & Uah WIS & & 7 GoT: Hfgred L1 81T |

¢ India borrowed from global capital markets and extended resources to partner
countries at concessional interest rates.

AR o R gt ToRT @ FURY o 3N AR et 1 Rt sarer &3 ) Gare yereT
IEayl

o The Government of India absorbed the difference in interest rates.
SH 4TSl & & e} I HRT FIHR GIRT dgeT [ohdT 1T

o With a global liquidity crisis, such schemes have lost relevance due to unpredictable
capital markets and limited repaying capacities of partner countries.

s aear ¥FHe & HROT O AISTATC 379 A 781 B Fifh Yt TR e
g 1w § 3R ASiER et i g i arear AT e s ¢
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India should now take full advantage of this new reality.

H 1 379 $H oI IEATadHdT T YOI AT 33T AR

Shrinking ODA and Debt Crisis
TFA gl anfarwRe s weraar (ODA) 3R #or dFe

The traditional official development assistance (ODA) providers are going through
their own budgetary crisis, while the partners of the Global South are facing
challenges due to the debt crisis.

aRuRe i e @grar (ODA) Yerdr ¥Fa9 & 9T §%e 8 ST i 8, SIdish
3T SfaIor & TSI T Hhe A [AUe # Fi5AS T IHTT X T 8

With rising geopolitical complexities, the flow of global development finance is
witnessing a profound decline.

HUSTfas Sfeaansit & aga & a7 dRaF R R@w #1 vaw 7 MK frrae S 1 @

gl

The collapse of USAID and the decline of FCDO (Foreign, Commonwealth and
Development Office) have highlighted the emerging crisis in development finance.

JUHTITES (USAID) &1 Ut 3R TwHisiat (FCDO) &1 &rd fasrr i # 39 wave &1
gafa g1

The decline in ODA is expected to bring the amount close to $97 billion, which is a
near 45% reduction from $214 billion in 2023.

ODA # fIRTaeT & SRUT TR S9re1eT $97 faferae dss AT g7 Tl &, S 2023 # $214
faforTeT O AT 45% Y FAY B

At the OECD, the Development Assistance Committee (DAC) acts as an elite club
for ODA providers, dictating terms for economic and political programmes in the
South.

OECD # %W Werar AT (DAC) tsh faflIse Faa i g 1 T &, St gfayof et
¥ nfde 3R TeEfaF FRAHAT A ot FUTRT FRAT R

Shrinkage in resource flow is likely to affect several development programmes,
especially in least developed economies, during this unprecedented debt crisis.

FAETEAT & YaTg A FHAY & FRUT A B fad rdcgaeansit 7 8 Rea siwAT | 99T

USRI HATAAT §, T SH HHAGS HOT HFHE & TAY H|

Over the last 20 years, a series of overlapping crises and geopolitical/economic
transformations have reshaped the global financial environment, leaving many
developing countries struggling to access funding.

o 20 st & FanaR ¥Fel 3R serEfa® T anfiew aRad«t 2 3w fadr ararasor
I Ieo BT, TR FE fawraeiier &er GfET yrcq 3 F§ gu¥ FT R T

This situation has posed a risk to development progress and jeopardised past
achievements.

g Feufa & fasr Y werfa 1 @at & s1a7 § 31k e 3yafeuat Ff @a¥ & st R g
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e The investment needed to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by
2030 has increased from $2.5 trillion in 2015 to over $4 trillion in 2024.

2030 d% Tdd AP 7831 (SDGs) T It FlA & ToIT IHTTLTF fAaer 2015 # $2.5
feforaer & Sght 2024 # $4 Rfoww & AfOw T T €

o Without a major increase in financing, progress toward the SDGs — already derailed
by COVID-19 and other global shocks — will remain elusive.

3R et qvwor & a2 qefer 7 g5 o MAs-19 3R 377 AT Fewl A Tge & wsnfaa
SDGs 1 yaTfer gefsr =11 g

o At the same time, borrowing has become costlier and less predictable.

arey g, 3ur #Ag 3R rvcaRa 8 1S

Rationale for Triangular Cooperation

Aol ggaer # 1 iR

e Aray of hope lies in the possibility of evolving a new mechanism of pooling resources
with like-minded countries.

AT VT qTe 20T & Y FHTUAT Y ST FIA HY 0F 7% ool AT FIa Hr daraer

Teh 312l Y fRor &

e The flows from the 19 non-DAC countries that report to the OECD rose from $1.1
billion in 2000 to $17.7 billion in 2022.

OECD & R9IE &=t arer 19 IR-DAC 22t & yarg 2000 3 $1.1 faforast & dea< 2022 &
$17.7 fafora=t g a=m|

o Some of these countries such as Indonesia and Brazil have evolved a rich global
experience with Japan and Germany of working in third countries.

5o ST H A Fo S o gS1AfRrm 3 asfier o Smarer 3R Sravelt & ary ey et & #13
A T FHRY IRTF Irepora e fham B

e Japan and Indonesia have worked together in several ASEAN economies to
implement development projects.

SITITST 31X AT 7 S IfAATT (ASEAN) et # Aoy e aR@sremait &t areg,
fRar gl

e« Germany and Brazil have worked together in Mozambique in multiple development
areas.

A 3R Feiter oF MenfFas 7 3 e &t 7 Fow w3 T gl

¢ Triangular Cooperation (TrC) has emerged as a powerful mechanism to bridge the
divide between the Global North and the Global South.

Breioir wgaler (TrC) dRas 3w 3k gfaror & i Fr @1$ FY great & v ves gasd
YoITell & &F 7 39T ¢ |
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The beauty of the TrC is that it brings together a traditional donor (Global North), a
pivotal country (Global South), and a partner country (often from Global South),
enabling shared learning, mutual respect, and co-created local solutions.

TrC &1 faAver Ig § f& T§ ao—rera aram &2r (Global North), & &7 32T (Global
South) 3iX T ATAER 32T (IFAT Global South ) &1 TTY ATAT &, T WIS AT,
I FEATT 3R TR ITTeIF T3t F HTAR FATYTT fAHATT Fo7a grear ¢ |

Comprehensive TrC data is still being compiled at the global stage; preliminary
estimates suggest a flow of $670 million to $1.1 billion.

TrC &1 a1 AT 321 3r3ft Hanfora fFam o1 38T 8, oifehet GRIA 3HiehsT & 38R S8
v $670 AT & $1.1 Rfoga & S g

Partnerships with Results

IROUTHERIS AT

The TrC has shown that addressing physical infrastructure can advance social
progress.

TrC o e § o siifae sraavas #t ggg F1& AreIfore Ferfa &Y 31Ter 9 51 HeheTl
gl

For instance, improving regional energy grids expands digital connectivity and
provides access to education and health opportunities.

316301 & oI, &l ar s & gur 4 Bioea FafFefdd s § ik Rear g wweea &
HIAU T I A @I ¢
In 2022, Germany and India signed a Joint Declaration of Intent on implementing TrC

projects in third countries during the 6th India-Germany Inter-Governmental
Consultations.

2022 #, A R AR o AR G2 F TrC IRAISTATT 1] Fa o Tl FFFar wwomm 9
T EEAER [T, g B0 HRA-STHA TS H-Thr Rrar-fRaret & el g3

Focus regions included Africa, Asia, and Latin America.
By &7 3T, TR, 31 dfes 3R 2

Since then, TrC projects are being implemented in Cameroon, Ghana, and Malawi
(Africa), and Peru (Latin America).

d9 &, TrC URATTATT FaAwT, bret, 3R FAard (3rhien) 3R 9% (dfet 3R 7 amy
ST T2

These offer clear examples of how to rephase global development finance to ensure
assured and cost-effective outcomes.

Y 3ETe0T TI5¢ &9 & fe@rd & fo foner v @t R faa &6t gereifoa v glaftaa
3R mera-Ferer RO wred fhT S Feh B
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e Engagement in TrC was further emphasised during India’s G-20 presidency,
expanding collaborations with Germany, U.S., U.K., EU, and France.

HI Y G-20 TETRTAT & SRTT TrC 7 HEHTNAT 1 3R oot fer, forwdr soteht, wgarar
=T HART, TF, TUNT TG, 3R B ST AT 6 T TEAT HT FRAEAR g3

) o ) o

e These partnerships span various sectors and modalities, including grant-based
projects and investment-driven initiatives like the Global Innovation Partnership
(GIP) with the U.K.
¥ AR g &t 3R T A Hell g5 E, oI 3regerer 3menRea TRESee 3T fader
3menfe ggel # I&F & WY TAlad ST IE]AT (GIP) |

e These efforts illustrate how leveraging technical, financial, and human resources
can deliver results in third countries.

I vy T § 6 8 deeidhy, faeir 3 Arera wareat #1 399er e ey et &
aRoTre yree v o wwa §
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‘G5 Paper II: Health Sector
GS Paper ll; S&T

suffering, making it imperative to integrate

palliative care into its health-care system.
Palliative care plays a crucial role in providing
comfort and ensuring dignity to those navigating
terminal conditions. Despite its proven impact,
palliative care remains critically underfunded and
underutilised in India, leaving millions without
the support that they desperately need.

Palliative care, which is a form of specialised
care addressing a person’s physical, emotional,
social and spiritual needs, remains a critical, yet
underappreciated, component of health care.
Unlike curative treatment that is aimed at
eradicating disease, palliative care focuses on
alleviating pain, reducing suffering, and
improving quality of life — for patients and their
families.

According to the World Health Organization
(WHO), an estimated 40 million people globally
require palliative care each year, with 78% of
them living in low and middle-income countries.
However, only 14% of those in need receive such
care. In India, where an estimated seven million
to 10 million people require palliative care
annually, only 1%-2% have access to it. This gap
underscores the urgency for systemic
intervention and policy prioritisation.

The demand for palliative care is increasing
constantly due to the global rise in
non-communicable diseases such as cancer,
diabetes and chronic respiratory conditions.
India’s health-care system, which is already
strained, faces increasing pressure, making it
essential to integrate palliative care to reduce
unnecessary hospitalisations and ease the
emotional and financial burden on families.

l n India, millions endure unnecessary

The challenges in India

The inclusion of palliative care in the National
Health Policy of 2017 in India marked a pivotal
step in addressing the gap. Subsequent efforts in
capacity building, community outreach and
collaboration with global organisations have
fostered growth in this field. However, even
today, access remains uneven, especially in rural
areas, and primarily among economically
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This form of
specialised care
remains
underfunded
and
underutilised in
India, leaving
millions without
the support
they need

disadvantaged populations. Each year,
approximately 7.2 million Indians need palliative
care, yet systemic inefficiencies hinder its
effective delivery.

One of the primary barriers is the shortage of
trained professionals. Many doctors lack
specialised training in palliative care, limiting
their ability to provide comprehensive pain
management and end-of-life care. While India’s
doctor-population ratio of 1:834, surpasses the
'WHO recommended norm of 1:1000, the
availability of medical practitioners specialising in
palliative care is disproportionately low.

Limited funding and lack of proper
infrastructure further exacerbate the challenges.
While palliative care is included in the primary
health sector, its integration into tertiary care
remains incomplete. Additionally, public
awareness of palliative care remains limited,
leading to misconceptions and late-stage access to
these critical services.

Linking it with medical education
Strengthening the capacity of doctors to deliver
this care, particularly in underserved regions, is
imperative. In order to equip medical
professionals with the skills and the empathy
required to address end-oflife care, integrating
palliative care into the core MBBS curriculum is
crucial. The projects on pain and palliative care
by the Indian Council of Medical Research and
the All India Institute of Medical Sciences
exemplify gradual progress in this area.

Given the limited availability of palliative care
specialists, task-shifting (delegating
responsibilities to trained allied health-care
workers) emerges as a viable solution.

India has a huge base of 34.33 lakh registered
nursing personnel and 13 lakh allied health-care
professionals. Empowering this workforce
through targeted training can help bridge the
gap, ensuring holistic care, particularly in rural
areas and underserved regions.

Policymakers must recognise the long-term
benefits of investing in palliative care, from
improving patient outcomes to reducing the
overall burden on the health-care system.

Governments should allocate dedicated funding
for palliative care programmes, ensuring that
public and private health-care facilities are
equipped with the necessary infrastructure.

Insurance schemes such as Ayushman Bharat
should expand coverage to include palliative care,
making these services more financially accessible
to patients and families. Partnerships with
non-governmental organisations and private
institutions can also accelerate the expansion of
these facilities.

Raising public awareness

Public awareness campaigns can demystify
palliative care and encourage early access to
services. Many patients and families are unaware
that palliative care extends beyond end-of-life
support and includes pain management,
psychological support, and improved quality of
life at any stage of a serious illness. Educating
communities about these benefits can drive
demand and policy changes.

The United States has a well-established
palliative care system that is driven by robust
funding mechanisms, insurance coverage, and
hospice care models. Most importantly, in the
U.S., there is an emphasis on end-of-life care,
which involves substantial and progressively
rising health-care expenditures — an indication of
how robust funding and insurance systems
support comprehensive, patient-centered care,
offering a model that India can learn from while
balancing costs and dignity.

India can study and adapt these practices
while considering its unique cultural,
demographic and economic context. Continuous
research and the adoption of evidence-based
practices are essential for improving care delivery
and patient outcomes.

Integrating palliative care into India’s
health-care framework has become inevitable. A
multi-pronged approach of prioritising capacity
building, embedding palliative care in medical
education, empowering allied health
professionals, and addressing systemic challenges
can transform the landscape of end-of-life care in
the country.

Integrating compassion, prioritising palliative care

AT AT Y AR FHTaT, feaeiea FaX i qrafdaar gar

e InIndia, millions endure unnecessary suffering, making it imperative to integrate
palliative care into its health-care system.

AR H ATET 1T ATGTF NST Tga ¢, [0 3T TARLY SWHTA dF & gfeduied HaT

I AT HTAT 31T 8 aram g

o Palliative care plays a crucial role in providing comfort and ensuring dignity to those
navigating terminal conditions.

gfearefed 3 sifaer sraeur & At a1 wicaar iR AT vere e 7 Fgeayer i
IGEIGIES

o Despite its proven impact, palliative care remains critically underfunded and
underutilised in India.
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o Palliative care, which is a form of specialised care addressing a person’s physical,
emotional, social, and spiritual needs, remains underappreciated.

gfeaefed 3T, ST T YR I faerfigd q@simer & 3R cafed i o, arfa,
AT 3T areaTfeAs FRNET 1 QT HIAT &, 390 o FH 3T =T B

o Unlike curative treatment, palliative care focuses on alleviating pain, reducing
suffering, and improving quality of life for patients and families.

FATSITCHAS IR & AR, Ifeduied HAT FHT 3e52T &8 F HA Hial, e e 3T Aaft
T 3W% IRAR Y Siaer ATaET HT Sga T |

e According to WHO, an estimated 40 million people globally require palliative care each
year, 78% of them in low and middle-income countries.

WHO & 317, 9fcl a¥ gferar st & erarsrar 40 fAfAger aer afeerefed sem i s &
g &, [T & 78% & 31 wegd 3y a1 S A WA £

o Only 14% of those in need globally receive palliative care.
TS H T hdol 14% 1 &Y [92d TR R gfedufed FAR Ao arar &

¢ InIndia, an estimated 7 million to 10 million people require palliative care annually,
but only 1%-2% have access to it.

AT H T 70 T 100 oI AT &Y aY Yfearufed HhaT Y 3aeThar A gia &, dfereT
Fad 1%—2% T & g JaT Ao &

o This wide gap highlights the urgency for systemic intervention and policy
prioritisation.

I ST ] g2iTar § fob yomeherd gxaaia 3R ifaera srrfdsdr &ar fhder e 81

e The demand for palliative care is rising due to the global surge in non-communicable
diseases like cancer, diabetes, and chronic respiratory conditions.

$R, AYAT, 3R AGFIIF q@eT MY SR -HprAs Wt 3 SR iy & FROT
gfedufea AT FI AT 96 W &

e India’s strained healthcare system makes it essential to integrate palliative care to
reduce unnecessary hospitalisations and financial burden.

AR F STl TR YUTTelT & FHRUT, Ifeduied HaT i A T 39T gl ™1 g
arfer reATaTs 3rEqdrer o<t 3R e Sier 1 FHa fohar ST aF|

The Challenges in India
R H oot

e The inclusion of palliative care in the National Health Policy 2017 was a pivotal step.

[T T Af 2017 7 ufeaufed FAT 1 affe w3 v Ageaqr Fae o)

o Efforts in capacity building, community outreach, and collaboration with global
organisations have helped growth in this field.
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&1 T, Frgerfe agd, AR ARTH Wares! @ FeANT A 34 817 & fawra A wgraar
el

However, access remains uneven, especially in rural areas and among the
economically disadvantaged.

fﬁwaﬁq-girmma?ﬁ@-é% farQree mefior sameRt 7 3R 3T w0 @ Rog et &
S|

Annually, about 7.2 million Indians need palliative care, but systemic inefficiencies
obstruct its effective delivery.

& T SITHAT 72 AT HRANT Y gfceuied hav T ST gldT g, olfehed JorTelara
HETAATY 3T TSTAY faIaor & Srerm st 81

A major barrier is the shortage of trained professionals.

Teh 931 97T § i@ dast i F1

Many doctors lack specialised training in palliative care, limiting their ability to provide
pain management and end-of-life care.

&S il & ary ufearefed FaX # faery ufdrator &1 giar, faa 9 & weeret 3R 3ifasr

SfasT T@HTS 78T & 1|

Though India’s doctor-population ratio (1:834) is better than WHO norm (1:1000),
palliative care specialists are disproportionately few.

&l 1 Xl T STFeT-STITHEAT 9T (1:834) WHO HTeT (1:1000) & S5 &, ofehel
yfeaefea faeys dgg #A 2|

Limited funding and inadequate infrastructure further worsen the situation.

A BfEr 3R sraied giaard e @ Fufar 3R foers s &

Palliative care is part of the primary health sector, but its integration in tertiary care
is incomplete.

yfeauied AT ol wrfAe Fareey &7 & anfdel fohar a3 8, difehe el Swsirer &
ST FATAL LT &

Public awareness about palliative care remains low, leading to misconceptions and
late-stage access.

mwa:ﬁmwmm%,mmaﬁﬁwﬁqg’aaﬁrmﬁaﬁ%l

Linking it with Medical Education
T AfsFe fAam @ Sgar

Strengthening the capacity of doctors to deliver this care, particularly in underserved
regions, is imperative.

SH SWHTS ! &Il ol & [T STaret Y 41T Y Ygo T, T & § FAAN &3 #,
AR &

To equip medical professionals with skills and empathy for end-of-life care,
integrating palliative care into the core MBBS curriculum is crucial.
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AT NeATew 1 3T sliaet q@are & fow lerer 3R wagaelierar ¥ oF a3 &4,
MBBS utad®# H ufeaufed FaR #1 aiffic T 31aea g

e The projects on pain and palliative care by the Indian Council of Medical Research
and AlIIMS exemplify gradual progress.

ICMR 3iR AIIMS 2aRT & 31T 9fearuRra A X o a7t Hiotee sl werfer & 3emeor 81

o Given the limited availability of palliative care specialists, task-shifting (delegating
to trained allied health-care workers) is a viable solution.

gfeerefed A=l it MAT STeretrar I ST gU, F g (task-shifting) Th
39gFd GATHT &, TS uiAifera aerres Fareey St o fSeae i s 8|

e India has a large base of 34.33 lakh registered nursing personnel and 13 lakh allied
health-care professionals.

H # 34,33 A1 TSl AfHer FHAT 3N 13 TG TeHAF FARLT FAR Al &1

« Empowering this workforce through targeted training can help bridge the gap,
especially in rural and underserved regions.

s ST F ATAT URATOT & ATETH F WAFd Fo11eT1, fawae arior 3 R &=t A,

3 R P M H A T AhdT g
o Policymakers must recognise the long-term benefits of investing in palliative care —
better patient outcomes and reduced burden on the health-care system.

A @At Fr afeauiea Fax F R & Sewifors amsit S gasEr O — 39 F
W & Fgax g 3R Fareeg gommelt . Fa 957

e Governments should allocate dedicated funding to palliative care programmes and
ensure infrastructure in public and private facilities.

WHRT F1 gfedaufed FR FRIFHAT & fov AUiRa w2 o oo 3k adefas a @sh
HEYTAT F TGRS &I T FoATRedl el AT |

e Insurance schemes like Ayushman Bharat should expand coverage to include
palliative care, making it more financially accessible.

wméﬁ@mﬁmﬁﬁﬁcﬁaﬂﬁammg@mmm
AT AMBT, ToTad T IMTAF T { FeIoT 81 Toh|

o Partnerships with NGOs and private institutions can accelerate the expansion of
facilities.

NGO 3R forsit Feamat & arer arierl, 37 glawmsit & REar & a9 T g &1

Raising Public Awareness
STel-STTRh dT FSTAT

e Public awareness campaigns can demystify palliative care and promote early
access to services.
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S-SRl HTAATGAT o STRT qfearuied FAT Y elent ol ITerche (AT Y T foham ST
W%ﬁ?ﬂmﬁaﬁmw@aﬁwqumawl%l

e« Many patients and families are unaware that palliative care includes pain
management, psychological support, and quality of life improvement at any stage
of serious illness.

s N 3R 379 INAR LT ST [ afeanfed FAT g 3ifas aa Tgerre 741, afes
& YaE, AR Fgraar 3R iR A & frelt oft wvor 77 Shaer iy ayoraar guR A
T gl & |

e Educating communities about these benefits can drive demand and trigger policy
changes.

5T aTett o AR 7 weperat HY R T AT @Y For Fehe § 3R Afaat 7 aRadeT o
SETIEY

o The United States has a well-established palliative care system, backed by robust
funding, insurance coverage, and hospice care models.

YT T AR F FoqeT e geraar, fam Fatsr, 3R eRPaw FI Aisel garT
AT v ggg afeaeied yorre 5|

e Inthe U.S,, there is a focus on end-of-life care, involving substantial and rising
health-care expenditure, showing how strong systems support patient-centered care.

3R 7 3w Sfiaet d@ser R AR &1 I €, forae Fareey =a9 # e ggfr
QAR &, ST G2iTelm & fob e gorrelt Aaf-Hfere awsmmer 1 @ FHEdT AT & |

¢ India can study and adapt these practices, keeping in mind its unique cultural,
demographic, and economic context.

I 3T TATHT FT HETTT Y Fehell & IR 3o¢ 379+ FafArse wiepfas, sawif@ah, ik
i aRaeT & TR g iad X Gad ¢

o Continuous research and evidence-based practices are essential to improve care
delivery and patient outcomes.

foaT aregaeer 3 waAToT-3menfye e dwrstrer #r ayuraar 3 ARGt F aRomT F R
Feilet o foIT 3T g
« Integrating palliative care into India’s health-care framework is inevitable.

AT T TIRELT YoITell # gfeaefea FAT 1 AL 319 AfAarT g arar &1

e A multi-pronged approach — capacity building, medical education integration,
health professional empowerment, and systemic reform — can transform end-of-life
care.

Uk qgqaiId gfSehior — S & arae fvafor, Afdwer Rien & wamder, Fareey s
AF 1T, 3R JoTTeiore FUR — o Saet S@arer 1 QU g de o Feohell &
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ndia has declared its
ambition to be a global
leader in Artificial
Intelligence (AI)
governance. As the world’s largest
democracy and a tech-savvy
nation, it is well-positioned to
champion an inclusive and
human-centric approach to Al. But
this aspiration risks being
undermined by the absence of a
comprehensive, democratically
anchored national Al strategy.

India’s current Al initiatives
centre on the IndiaAl Mission, led
by a bureaucrat and housed as an
independent unit within a Section
8 company under the Ministry of
Electronics and Information
Technology. The Mission cannot
substitute for a national strategy.
Missions are vehicles for executing
priorities, but only after priorities
have been clearly defined.

In India’s approach to Al,
fundamental questions remain
unresolved. What are our national
priorities? Which governance
values should guide us? How
should institutions be structured?
Moving forward without
answering these questions poses
two risks: it may compromise
India’s ability to lead and maintain
strategic autonomy; and it may
embed an Al governance model
that is technocratic, opaque, and
lacking democratic legitimacy.

The many risks

This is not an abstract concern.
Several pressing risks are already
visible. Al technologies are
becoming increasingly embedded
in India’s defence, intelligence,
and critical infrastructure systems.
Recent developments — military
conflict, weaponisation of
financial infrastructure, strategic
technology competition — have
demonstrated how technological
dependencies can be leveraged to
achieve geopolitical objectives.
Without an indigenous,
coordinated Al strategy, India
faces the risk of strategic
dependencies on foreign
technologies. Safeguarding India’s
strategic autonomy requires
developing a whole-of-government

Al in India: Strategy Must Precede Mission
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Aspen Global
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This column is based
on the Foundation’s
report ‘Governing Al
in India: Why Strategy
Must Precede
Mission’. Vandita
Gupta contributed to
the research

Without a
transparent,
democratically
grounded
national strategy
on Al, India’s
ability to shape
global Al norms
will remain
constrained

Al strategy aligned with national
security priorities and focused on
building resilient, sovereign
capabilities.

Data is the raw material of Al
As India builds public data
platforms, how this data is
curated, accessed, and governed
will shape innovation and market
power. Without transparent,
democratically debated data
governance frameworks, these
ecosystems risk reinforcing
corporate concentration and
undermining public trust.

Nowhere is the governance gap
clearer than in employment.
Automation is already
transforming India’s labour
market. In 2024 alone, India’s top
three IT services firms — TCS,
Infosys, and Wipro — shed nearly
65,000 jobs. The International
Monetary Fund estimates that 26%
of India's workforce is exposed to
generative Al, with 12% at risk of
displacement. Despite this,
national Al initiatives do not
sufficiently address employment
transition, workforce planning, or
social protections. The absence of
structured input from labour
economists, civil society, and
workforce experts has limited the
ambit of deliberation to
technocratic concerns. Addressing
these gaps will help ensure that Al
adoption supports economic
resilience and social stability.

Al is extraordinarily
energy-hungry. The International
Energy Agency projects that global
data centre electricity demand
will double by 2030. This poses
challenges for India. Eleven of
India’s 20 largest cities face acute
water stress. Groundwater levels
are rapidly declining in Bengaluru
and Hyderabad — both emerging
Al and data centre hubs. Yet policy
discussions on Al in India have
scarcely addressed the energy
implications of scaling AL

Al will profoundly reshape
work, education, and the social
contract. It will determine which
skills are valued, influence how
citizens are trained, and shape
who benefits from economic
gains. These shifts cannot be left

Contact Number 19971932488
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to market forces or technical
experts. They demand national
dialogue involving industry
leaders, parliamentarians,
educators, civil society, and labour
representatives, to chart a just and
equitable path forward.

As Al gets integrated in sensitive
domains — healthcare, policing,
welfare — the risks of bias,
discrimination, and lost
accountability grow. Without clear
regulatory frameworks, public
trust in Al governance may erode.

India has rightly positioned
itself as a voice for the Global
South in international Al
governance forums, notably
through its leadership in the
Global Partnership on Al But
global credibility depends on
coherence at home. Without a
transparent, democratically
grounded national strategy, India’s
ability to shape global Al norms
will remain constrained.

Strategy must precede mission.
Harnessing Al for national
leadership and public good
requires proactive, strategic, and
coordinated governance.
Managing this transition demands
inclusive, forward-looking, and
democratically accountable
governance anchored in a national
strategy shaped through open
public deliberation.

‘What is the path forward?
First, India needs to publish a
Cabinet-endorsed national Al
strategy and present it to
Parliament. Second, it must
constitute a dedicated Standing
Committee on Al and Emerging
Technologies in Parliament to
oversee executive initiatives,
ethical risks, and public
consultations. Third, it needs to
commission a national impact
study on Al-driven employment
disruption, particularly in
entry-level white-collar roles, with
granular data on sectors,
demographics, and regions.
Taking the time to build
democratic consensus and
institutional architecture is a
difficult road to take, but it will
make India a genuine Al leader.
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India has declared its ambition to be a global leader in Artificial Intelligence (Al)
governance.

HRA o FIAA FefAAT (Al) AT H IRTF a1 Tofe1 T =1 Agcarshiat Gifvd Hr g

As the world’s largest democracy and a tech-savvy nation, it is well-positioned to
champion an inclusive and human-centric approach to Al.

faeg &1 aa@ 37 Aha T 3R UF dehellehl T § HETH ISE gl o oATd, HRT TATGRAT 30T
ATAE-SH e T3S g fSeahlor it Fgrar aot & forw 3ugerd Feufa 7 81

But this aspiration risks being undermined by the absence of a comprehensive,
democratically anchored national Al strategy.

Afohel ST AGCATHIET Pl Teh STISH, AlhdINS T F TR TS TIHTS 0TI FHr
Faledfd 7 IR &
India’s current Al initiatives centre on the IndiaAl Mission, led by a bureaucrat and

housed as an independent unit within a Section 8 company under the Ministry of
Electronics and Information Technology.

HR 1 HS[aT T3S ugel $f3ar wan$ e W i €, 59 v steveng qarr danfaa
R 1T 36T & 3R I8 gaaeiiorry 3R e WY FATerT & ded U AaereT 8 Hel &
IR T Taad SIS & &9 & TUT 8|

The Mission cannot substitute for a national strategy.

g T U U ToTeifar o fashed AT g1 TehdT|

Missions are vehicles for executing priorities, but only after priorities have been
clearly defined.

TR WTATAFATHT Y ] FIA T ATEIH Bl 8, oliche] haol el STel Y TAFATT FIv€ TG
& aRenfa i 77§ & |

The Unresolved Questions in India’s Al Approach

R F TIHTS gfeeahor F srergerst weat

In India’s approach to Al, fundamental questions remain unresolved.

AR & TS gicehor H, Alfaa wear arsft off srergorst €

What are our national priorities? Which governance values should guide us? How
should institutions be structured?

EHAR TS TRATAFATT 7 52 §H el § ATHA Hed ARG H? HEATAT hT T H
g7
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e Moving forward without answering these questions poses two risks:
ST TATell o 30X [GU ToAT 38T 9611 &l Wi l ST H &l &
o It may compromise India’s ability to lead and maintain strategic autonomy.
Ig AR T Afed &THAT 3R T Faraerar 1T T@a 1§78 TR & 3Tel
ThdT gl

o It may embed an Al governance model that is technocratic, opaque, and
lacking democratic legitimacy.

I Teh UHT T3S AT HATST off TohdlT ¢ oI depeiahy, 3rqReelf, 31X aFaifR®
Jrar ¥ aRT A

The Many Risks
FE AN

e This is not an abstract concern. Several pressing risks are already visible.

TG IS PleUlaleh [T A8l &1 FS dchlel WX Teo T & fe@s g wWE|

o Al technologies are increasingly embedded in India’s defence, intelligence, and
critical infrastructure systems.

THTS Aheilah SR T T&TT, GRFAT IR FAgeaqot gAY e & sl @ Thihd g1 W & |
¢ Recent developments — military conflict, weaponisation of financial infrastructure,

strategic technology competition — show how technological dependencies can be
geopolitically exploited.

giferam aearshe — d werd, e gfaady e #1 A=fiaror, Torelifas aeweirhr
yfaeaat — gofa § for aasiidhy frsiRar =1 sf-Trereiifas w0 @ 3aer f3ar S gehdr 31

+ Without an indigenous, coordinated Al strategy, India risks strategic dependencies
on foreign technologies.

oot Tagalt, gafrad wans Torfa &, 3R &1 facel deeiiel ) Tureifas siar 1

AT gl

o Safeguarding strategic autonomy requires a whole-of-government Al strategy,
aligned with national security and focused on building resilient, sovereign
capabilities.

ToTAf FarITar Y W8T & forw Isdr et & 317w 3R Aorqa, Wwe] & & fHHor
W g Teh AOT TXFHY TIHTS WA 31T &

Data Governance Concerns

3eT A weth g

 Data is the raw material of Al.
32T TITE &1 FedT AT &

e As India builds public data platforms, how this data is curated, accessed, and
governed will shape innovation and market power.
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ST 3R AT fFAT ST, I8 A9ER 3R e afed a1 gsfad Hem|

Without transparent, democratically debated data governance frameworks, these
ecosystems risk reinforcing corporate concentration and undermining public trust.

I7e areeff, dwaifas w7 & aat v 7T ST arae o 76 9, o T8 TR iEfaedr
FIARE FAATOT Y AT X Fohdl § 3N o7 FAeaT i FAGAR A Fhel B |

Employment Implications

ST I 31T

Nowhere is the governance gap clearer than in employment.
VSR & 817 3 AT AT F) I TISC §T F o & |
Automation is already transforming India’s labour market.
IS Tgol &f HIRcl oh HH FISIR T TG 6T o

In 2024 alone, India’s top three IT services firms — TCS, Infosys, and Wipro — shed
nearly 65,000 jobs.

hael 2024 F & AR Y MY AT 3MSET hufaat — Sfrew, SHIRAW, 39T fawy — & eersrer

65,000 sitefar @#ATCd T &
IMF estimates that 26% of India’s workforce is exposed to generative Al, with 12% at
risk of displacement.

ITETHTE T ITATA ¢ Toh R T 26% #fAw afFa Fenfea wans & genfaa g, 3R 12%
& AU ST AT G B

Despite this, national Al initiatives do not sufficiently address employment transition,
workforce planning, or social protections.

S8 STds]G, USEI THTS Ugel WSTAIR g, Friae ArotelT, T ATATIR FL&TT TR gAied
€TeT AT il 8 1

The absence of structured input from labour economists, civil society, and workforce
experts has limited the debate to technocratic concerns.

A3 e, ArTRe TS, 3N FTe st f R amefiedt H sepafeafa a
T T Shdel deheiiehl RT3 d HAT I AT &

Addressing these gaps will ensure Al adoption supports economic resilience and
social stability.

ol WITHAT 3T gT ol A UINTS 379=ATe T Tishan nfde arfiemaer 3R arafars fuar
giafead wm|

Al's Resource Intensity and Societal Impact

THTE Y HHTUA-4THAT 3R AT+ v
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Al is extraordinarily energy-hungry.
TIHTE HATAH FAT-G@9d Fle aTell dhellh ¢

The International Energy Agency projects that global data centre electricity demand
will double by 2030.

FRTERT AT ToTe 7 31T § i 2030 A R 3e1 dai At Rrorelt awier e 8
SiTeef|

This poses challenges for India.

Ig TR & Torw 78fi Aot s sear &

11 of India’s 20 largest cities face acute water stress.

R & 20 # ¥ 11 WoI@ AT H1 AR Tl FFHE FT HHAT AT T3 G 8

Groundwater levels are rapidly declining in Bengaluru and Hyderabad — both
emerging Al and data centre hubs.

Sarer% 3R FETETE  afaTer TR it § R T@T €, Stafeh A gt vans S der dev ga h w9
HIWERI

Yet policy discussions on Al in India have scarcely addressed the energy
implications of scaling Al.

T ofY 37Xt 3 w3 o Afarer et o St wemmal  ager F e A F

Al’'s Transformative Role in Society

AT A TS Y IRAATHRY {fAFT

Al will profoundly reshape work, education, and the social contract.
T3S F1E, e R wrnfor sregaer o1 s @ g aRenia s

It will determine which skills are valued, influence how citizens are trained, and shape
who benefits from economic gains.

g T N (o FIT-/ P Aot 8, ATRFI 1 F& wfAfare famar sme, 3K snfds
TSt T Hrrer fRd farerm|

These shifts cannot be left to market forces or technical experts.
3 g hadl IR $T dThal AT dehatehT TAATAT 9T AET DS AT Thd |

They demand national dialogue involving industry leaders, parliamentarians,
educators, civil society, and labour representatives.

$H foIT 3T S19TeT, Wi, RaTahi, AnTReE gare, 3K 4@ gfafafeat & g s
WATE T 3TTLIHAT &

Risks in Sensitive Domains

HaceTefer &t F sfaH
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As Al gets integrated in healthcare, policing, and welfare, the risks of bias,
discrimination, and lost accountability grow.

SH-SHE T3S Faree Qar, gfafeTr 3kt seemearor 7 anfAer g @ &, ate, deed, 3
3T I FH & TR 96 @ ¢

Without clear regulatory frameworks, public trust in Al governance may erode.

uﬁwmwmaﬁgsﬂ,ﬁvaé%mwmmmmmﬁm%l

India’s Global Role vs Domestic Strategy

R 1 AR {ffeT Fomer a¥e wiehfa

India has rightly positioned itself as a voice for the Global South in international Al
governance forums.

R o 3RS TS AT Hal H ARaF AT A 3T F T F I R T T H
v T g

Notably through its leadership in the Global Partnership on Al.

v R WSiaY H (GPAI) 3 3191 Aqea {fAsT & ATy A

But global credibility depends on coherence at home.

Qifehet 3fFaes favaweiiaar e ¥Hwad W IR T B

Without a transparent, democratically grounded national strategy, India’s ability to
shape global Al norms will remain constrained.

yReelt, MwaiE T F 3mnfia TS A & f9ar aRa Fr 3w vang AR H
ITHR A T &TAaT HfA el

Strategy Must Precede Mission

oA FARreT & gge =T T91few

Harnessing Al for national leadership and public good requires proactive,
strategic, and coordinated governance.

UL Aqed 3R FdT T e 7 s F1 39T a2 & fow wfirg, weiifas ik

AT AT 3TILTH g |
Managing this transition demands inclusive, forward-looking, and democratically
accountable governance.

SH HHHUT ! HaTelal o v waTaelt, qraeff, 3tk diwaifyes w7 & 3avarft e &

TITRAT &
It must be anchored in a national strategy shaped through open public deliberation.

38 G At et & Areaw & SRR Y 718 v T Wil 7 smenfa g ke
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What is the Path Forward?
T T IEAT FAT 8?2

e First, India needs to publish a Cabinet-endorsed national Al strategy and present it
to Parliament.

HIH g, HRd 1 Fiaaie Zarr reqAtfe T w3ms Torhfer yamifira sl anfee 3K
3Y WHG # T HLT AT

e Second, it must constitute a dedicated Standing Committee on Al and Emerging
Technologies in Parliament.

oE, Fae H Tas 3R 39l awedtdt W v gAfa Tarh wfafa @ aree v s
EUY

« The Committee must oversee executive initiatives, ethical risks, and public
consultations.

I FfAfT Ao H ggal, Afas @Y, 3R T Fag-afa fr FeRe

e Third, it needs to commission a national impact study on Al-driven employment
disruption, especially in entry-level white-collar roles.

AR, AR I T3S A IR SR faaest 93 U TSERT THIT 3reqqT HIAT g, ey
T H AU FaAX T Fhgarer AlHRaAT |

¢ The study must include granular data on sectors, demographics, and regions.

SH LT A &, Feraifegahy, 3R sitnfas &=t o3 fege 3er anfder giem =nfgu)

Building Democratic Consensus

At GgAfa &7 fA#ATr

e Taking the time to build democratic consensus and institutional architecture is a
difficult road, but it will make India a genuine Al leader.

AFaF FeAta 3N FEATTT S T AT ey H THT oI GohdT &, Tg HidSeT AT g,
AfheT SOW HRT IFdTa® TS AdT 9T b &
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he recent death of an
T adult tigress and its

four cubs — due to poi-
soning at the Male Mahadesh-
wara Hills (MM Hills) wildlife
Sanctuary in Karnataka — has
not only shocked conserva-
tionists but has raised perti-
nent questions on the wildlife
protection machinery and en-
vironmental governance pre-
vailing in the State.

In the immediate aftermath
of the preliminary investiga-
tion, three people were arrest-
ed and a few officials were
sent on leave — actions aimed
at conveying the administra-
tion’s resolve to act decisively.

Besides, two investigations
are currently under way, one
by the Karnataka Forest De-
partment and another by a
committee constituted by the
National Tiger Conservation
Authority. Both committees
have been given 14 days time
to submit their reports.

It is being argued that they
should not only investigate the
immediate lapses that led to
the tiger deaths, but also take
a broader view of the systemic
and administrative issues that
resulted in such a tragedy,
which is reflective of a deeper
malaise within the
department.

Multiple concerns need to
be addressed, including
whether there was a larger
network of poachers at work,
shortage of manpower for
protection duties, delay in re-
lease of wages to the frontline
staff, which may impact jungle
patrolling, delay in release of
compensation to the victims
in case of conflict with wil-
dlife, among others.

Experts also point to anoth-
er gaping flaw in the system: it

Karnataka

is the failure to secure the con-
viction of those responsible
for killing wild animals. The
conviction rates are so poor
that the law does not act as a
deterrent anymore to prevent
“revenge killings” or even
poaching.

For instance, in February
2023, a tiger was found poi-
soned, its limbs tethered to a
stone and its body dumped in
a tank in Bandipur. However,
more than two years later, the
case has seen no progress. In
fact, elephant deaths due to
electrocution in Karnataka are
more rtampant than tiger
deaths.

According to official statis-
tics, of the 291 elephants that
died in the State between
202122 and August 2024, as
many as 30 were electrocuted
and six were poached. Re-
ports of wild animals being
trapped in snares have
emerged from the MM Hills,
Bandipur, Nagarahole, and
other regions in recent times.
Yet, in most cases, authorities
have hit a dead end and have
made little progress to result
in convictions.

[t is true that human-animal
conflict is intensifying across
Karnataka, with crop depreda-
tion by elephants and lives-
tock killings by tigers or leo-
pards on the rise. But these
conflicts have also been exa-
cerbated by flawed policies —
delays in compensation being
a clear indicator.

According to statistics from

the Karnataka Forest Depart-
ment, 35,580 conflict cases
were reported during 2024-25.
Compensation was approved
in only 20,147 cases, while
14,245 cases remained pend-
ing. In addition, 918 cases
were denied compensation.

Karnataka takes pride in its
tiger and elephant populations
as markers of the success of
conservation initiatives. With
an estimated 563 tigers, ac-
cording to the 2022 census,
Karnataka also harbours near-
ly 6,400 elephants as per 2023
data, the highest in the coun-
try. But conservation cannot
be about numbers alone while
ignoring the inherent contrad-
ictions in policies that under-
mine the environmental gains.

The reversal in the govern-
ment’s stance on Goa-Tamnar
power transmission line that
cuts through Kali Tiger Re-
serve — a project which the
forest department had reject-
ed in 2024; the Sharavathi
storage project which threa-
tens to fragment the Western
Ghats ecosystem, clearances
to mini hydel projects in sensi-
tive areas, linear projects cut-
ting through areas where hu-
man-wildlife conflict is high
are a few examples that cast
doubt on the State’s commit-
ment to environmental
protection.

This is because such pro-
jects inevitably lead to habitat
encroachment, fragmenta-
tion, and disturbance, forcing
wildlife to stray into human
landscapes, aggravating con-
flict situations. The deaths of
five tigers in the MM Hills
should be viewed against the
backdrop of such policy in-
consistencies, which reflect a
deeper malaise in environ-
mental governance.

Now that committees are
probing the incident, it re-
mains to be seen whether they
will merely assign blame or
work to fix the system.

Deaths in the
Sanctuary

AR 7 AT

. Death of tigers leaves
environmentalists alarmed, raising
conservation concerns.

smal Y Atq F gETERuiEl # Rfaa
¢ TS &

. The recent death of an adult
tigress and its four cubs — due to
poisoning at the Male
Mahadeshwara Hills (MM Hills)
Wildlife Sanctuary in Karnataka —
has not only shocked
conservationists but has raised
pertinent questions on the wildlife
protection machinery and
environmental governance
prevailing in the State.

FHeilesd F ATl AW e (MM
Hills) a=asiia 3IRYY H T qTITH
it 3T 39S IR araent A gfe
AT — e A & FROT — o 7 FHad
TeToTaTfedt T STheiR T §, afew
U H qogolla TI&TOT g€t 3
AR arEe WX IHR JaT ©3
X fRu gl
. In the immediate aftermath of
the preliminary investigation, three
people were arrested and a few
officials were sent on leave —
actions aimed at conveying the

administration’s resolve to act
decisively.

IR ST & G a1, dter |t Y FAIRFar f3ham a1 3R $o st 1 gedh
AT AT — I hed TR T gg FRATS HT HAT I G2l & foIw 3310 1w
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Besides, two investigations are currently under way, one by the Karnataka Forest
Department and another by a committee constituted by the National Tiger
Conservation Authority.

g8 AR, aY ST T WY § — Ueh FeAle a7 TasmeT cary 3R Gad Iy arer JaTor
WIfAraTor gaRT S AfAfE gan|

Both committees have been given 14 days time to submit their reports.

arat FfAfAAT 1 39elr RAIE Aot & forw 14 et # a7 Gar = g

It is being argued that they should not only investigate the immediate lapses that led to
the tiger deaths, but also take a broader view of the systemic and administrative
issues that resulted in such a tragedy.

g de feam o a1 & T afafadt o o aewrer g3 & 5iia o181 el A1fe g, afew 38
TEET & dres fd gomeliera i semafas gaenst o o sqraes gReRIoT 9= AR

The tragedy is reflective of a deeper malaise within the department.
I AAET FAHATET & AR g8 AR 7 Fohd & B

Multiple concerns need to be addressed, including whether there was a larger network
of poachers, shortage of manpower for protection duties, delay in release of wages
to the frontline staff, and delay in compensation in case of wildlife conflict.

&% T3 &l g e T S &, 518 &1 1S 371 RIFIRAT 7 Aca® Afsha 1, &t
FHAREGT T Fll, TeaTger FeT® H dda & H &, 3R Fogsiia weod 7 Famaen & 7 &

Experts also point to another gaping flaw in the system: it is the failure to secure the
conviction of those responsible for killing wild animals.

faRIwe e 3R 93 @At i 3T 3R FA §: 98 & TeqSIal H AR qrell Y ANFAgH
F H AT

The conviction rates are so poor that the law does not act as a deterrent anymore to
prevent revenge killings or poaching.

arfAeftr 1 g 3ol F ¢ o 379 Pt daa A a1 a1 SR &1 ot & T fvamas &

g T T8l T
For instance, in February 2023, a tiger was found poisoned, its limbs tethered to a
stone and its body dumped in a tank in Bandipur.

3CTEI0T & fIT, Hadl 2023 7 SR 7 TF aT6 Y ST AT 972w, 38 W Ieww § 4y Rw
T 3R AT I TH A B fem amm|

However, more than two years later, the case has seen no progress.

gTellfeh, ﬁm#mﬁ?aﬁﬁaﬁ%aﬁaﬁﬂmﬁﬁaﬁémaﬁg&%l

In fact, elephant deaths due to electrocution in Karnataka are more rampant than
tiger deaths.

arEqd H, Feitee A gIfaat 1 Ald Fe e & St Hr Al Hr Jore J FwE 3w 3§
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Elephant and Wildlife Deaths in Karnataka
Feilesd A 1T 3 a=gsial Fr #lT

o According to official statistics, of the 291 elephants that died in the State between
2021-22 and August 2024, as many as 30 were electrocuted and six were poached.

TR 3TheT o HTAN 2021-22 F 3IFA 2024 & 7T T3 # 291 FRAF H AT g3,
fS=731 & 30 #r #ld e T F 31 6 HY AR & FROT &3

e Reports of wild animals being trapped in snares have emerged from the MM Hills,
Bandipur, Nagarahole, and other regions in recent times.

BTel & THT # MM e, IR, ARRENe 3R 317 75t & awgrsiial & hal # waa
RAIE aree 3 B

e Yet, in most cases, authorities have hit a dead end and have made little progress to
result in convictions.

O &, 3TTRIchTRT ATFCH 2w et forsend oo =Tél T ra 3iR Qi ey i feem #
T HH I g 8

o |tis true that human-animal conflict is intensifying across Karnataka, with crop
depredation by elephants and livestock killings by tigers or leopards on the rise.
Ig Hcd ¢ T Follesh H ATa-gogeita Ha¥ 9 61 &, 5ol 11T GaRT HHd JHamT AR
amelt a7 g3t garr AARET A g 7 R A W

o But these conflicts have also been exacerbated by flawed policies — delays in
compensation being a clear indicator.
feret I werd wre Aot & FRor 31t 3ftT 92 § et aamas 7 &8 v wuse ddd

e According to statistics from the Karnataka Forest Department, 35,580 conflict cases
were reported during 2024-25.
FeATeH ae AT & 3HTha] & IHTHN, 2024-25 & GNTeT 35,580 WY & ATHA Gl {7 1T

e Compensation was approved in only 20,147 cases, while 14,245 cases remained
pending. In addition, 918 cases were denied compensation.

Faer 20,147 ATH! F FIMTAT TG T 1T, ST 14,245 AW dfad ©1 586
JfaRerd, 918 AT F FHITASAT IEFd T 7T arT|

o Karnataka takes pride in its tiger and elephant populations as markers of the success
of conservation initiatives.

SFedTeen I 3796 arer 3R g1l 3MardYy 9T a7d €, S EATOT yATET Y B orar i AT

o With an estimated 563 tigers (2022 census) and nearly 6,400 elephants (2023 data),
Karnataka has the highest elephant population in the country.

2022 Y SAIOTAT o 3TAR hoilceh H 563 aTer 3R 2023 & HTH3T o AR 1T 6,400
el &, St cer A W 3rfaes gt smadY 21

o But conservation cannot be about numbers alone while ignoring the inherent
contradictions in policies that undermine environmental gains.
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P TASRIETST [T ST ST IATERoNT 3qafeural & FASGR FId &1

o The reversal in the government’s stance on Goa-Tamnar power transmission line
that cuts through Kali Tiger Reserve — which was rejected by the forest department
in 2024 — casts doubt on the State’s commitment to environmental protection.

TMAT-THAR TG ST TARIT ATSeT, ST Frelt TFIR Rord @ gl IRl &, W HITHR & 7@ H
Teelrd — fST9 2024 & e fasmer garT el 3T 14T 4T — T Y gATaoT FRaT &
yfar afdeqrar X garer @st AT g

o The Sharavathi storage project, which threatens to fragment the Western Ghats
ecosystem, and clearances to mini hydel projects in sensitive areas are additional
examples.

IRTEt TR Watee, S o g1e F aRfEfd a7 7 @fRtg e gear g, 31
FagaTelier a1 #F Al grgse aRAs=at FY Al s8F 377 IR £

o Linear projects cutting through areas where human-wildlife conflict is high further
cast doubt on environmental priorities.

Y & # Ao IRASETT, STEf Ag-gagsig g8 30 &, gatawoia srafAsanst 1
3R T e AT g

e Such projects inevitably lead to habitat encroachment, fragmentation, and
disturbance, forcing wildlife to stray into human landscapes.

T aRASTATT 31T &9 & 3mara srfawAvr, fAEse 30K sgawre F1 FRoT 99T
S8 aegoha Atera &t F gudts el Hl AT el |
o The deaths of five tigers in the MM Hills should be viewed against the backdrop of

such policy inconsistencies, which reflect a deeper malaise in environmental
governance.

MM fer & g amal it #id i 51 Afaera srgarfaat H gessfa # car s wrfge, St
qaATaRoier et F T AR T R B

 Now that committees are probing the incident, it remains to be seen whether they will
merely assign blame or work to fix the system.

319 S 3 T 1 FIATAAT garT ST it 51 W R, Tg @A a1y § R 7 3 hael @l
aF H AT gorrel F gUR HE
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Are gig workers a part of India’s labour data?

Though gig work is technically included under economic activi

ECONOMIC NOTES

Durga Narayan

he 2025 Union Budget took

several measures to formally

‘recognise’ gig and platform

workers, and extended various
social protection schemes to this growing
workforce. Despite this recognition, the
revised Periodic Labour Force Survey
(PLFS), 2025 does not include substantive
changes to account for the diverse forms
of gig and platform work.

Gaps in labour classification

Gig workers were first incorporated into
the legal framework through the Code on
Social Security, 2020. Under Chapter I,
Section 2(35), a gig worker is defined as “a
person who participates in a work
arrangement and earns from such
activities outside of a traditional
employer-employee relationship.”
Platform work, as defined in the Code, is
“a work arrangement outside of a
traditional employer-employee
relationship in which organisations or
individuals use an online platform to
access other organisations or individuals
to solve specific problems or to provide
specific services or any such other
activities which may be notified by the
Central Government, in exchange for
payment.”

While this definition separates gig
workers from both formal and informal
categories, it doesn’t clearly define who a
gig worker is or the nature of gig work.
According to NITI Aayog’s 2022 report
‘India’s Booming Gig and Platform
Economy, the gig workforce is expected
to reach 23.5 million by 2029-30. Despite
such projections and efforts to define gig
work, India’s primary labour statistics
source, the PLFS, continues to subsume
gig work under vague categories such as
‘self-employed’, ‘own-account workers’,
or ‘casual labour’. This statistical
invisibility has direct consequences.

Clause 141 of the Code on Social

On the periphery: Gig workers prepare to deliver orders in New Delhi, in 2024. REUTERS

Security, 2020, “seeks to provide that the
Central Government shall establish a
Social Security Fund for social security
and welfare of the unorganised workers,
gig workers and platform workers.”
Similarly, the National Social Security
Board, constituted under Section 6 of the
Code on Social Security, 2020, is tasked
with framing and overseeing welfare
schemes for gig and platform workers.
Such welfare boards and policymakers
rely on the PLFS for ‘evidence-based
policy, but the absence of a distinct
category for gig and platform workers
undermines its very intent. When
classification itself is unclear in primary
datasets, access to schemes becomes
uneven and exclusionary.

How the PLFS falls short

In response to a Rajya Sabha query on
whether the government had updated
PLFS methodology to capture the rise of

gig work, the Ministry of Statistics and

labour, characterised by multiple job
roles, dependence on algorithms, lack of
formal contract and absence of safety
metrics. In the survey, while the question
on the type of job contract provides an
option for ‘no written job contract’, it
doesn’t capture the hybrid nature of
work.

Unlike traditional self-employment, gig
work is shaped by platform algorithms,
performed across multiple apps and are
mostly task-based rather than
time-bound. Workers have no stable
contracts, and often rely on digital reach.
Many lack access to benefits or
protections available to formal workers,
and don’t fully own their work processes,
making the “self-employed” label
misleading. Employment uncertainties,
income volatility and algorithm
governance remain invisible within PLFS
classification. A food delivery person
working across platforms like Swiggy,
Zomato, for instance, will be flattened
into a category that does not reflect
entirely on their employment conditions
or social security needs.

without rep:
Recent policy efforts like the e-Shram

Programme on stated, “No
updation in the PLFS Schedule has been
undertaken with the objective of
specifically identifying persons engaged
in the gig economy. However, all market
activities i.e. activities performed for pay
or profit which result in production of
goods and services for exchange are
included under the domain of economic
activity considered in PLFS. The activity
situation of a person who is found to be
working or being engaged in economic
activity during a specified reference
period is associated with employment in
PLFS. Hence, even the persons engaged in
‘gig economy’ for pay & profit are covered
in PLFS”

Though gig work is technically
included under economic activity,
without a specific category or
classification, the survey fails to offer
visibility into the unique nature of digital

Gig Workers in India’s Labour Data

AR & HH 32T A 91 Fidar

o Though gig work is technically included under economic activity in the Periodic
Labour Force Survey, without a specific classification, the survey fails to offer
visibility into the unique nature of digital labour.

T faeT T T dhetshl T & 31F afafafer & & 7 3maf@s s g wdaqor (PLFS)
H enfArer forar I €, oferst RIfRrse geiferzor & 31979 7 a5 Tdator Bfoee s i RAiftrse
YA F 3R F F Awe @ g

e Digital labour is characterised by multiple job roles, dependence on algorithms, lack
of formal contract, and absence of safety metrics.

fBforeer s 1 TIAwar gich § vanflres it syfdame, venReesr X v, sitwamRe
3regaer Y FAY, 3N G&T ATl AT gt

the issuance of digital ID
cards, and health coverage under the
Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan
Arogya Yojana indicate the state’s
recognition of the gig and platform
workforce. But unless statistical systems
like the PLFS evolve, the data meant to
support and monitor these interventions
cannot be considered inclusive.

The 2025 PLFS revision introduced
some important updates: a larger sample
size, monthly estimates, and better rural
representation. However, it still does not
address the issues of how gig work is
defined and understood. For inclusive
policy making, India must update PLFS
classification codes or introduce survey
modules that distinctly capture gig work.

Durga Narayan is a policy researcher
affiliated with the Indian Institute for
Human Settlements (IIHS) and the Observer
Research Foundation (ORF), Mumbai.

y in the Periodic Labour Force Survey, without a specific classification, the survey fails to offer visibility into
the unique nature of digital labour, characterised by multiple job roles, dependence on algorithms, lack of formal contract and absence of safety metrics

THE GIST

v

Gig workers were first
incorporated into the legal
framework through the Code
on Social Security, 2020.

v

According to NITI Aayog’s 2022
report ‘India’s Booming Gig
and Platform Economy,’ the gig
workforce is expected to reach
23.5 million by 2029-30.

v

Unlike traditional
self-employment, gig work is
shaped by platform algorithms,
performed across multiple
apps and are mostly
task-based rather than
time-bound. Workers have no
stable contracts, and often rely
on digital reach.
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Recognition and Classification of Gig Workers in the 2025 Union Budget and Labour

Codes

2025 F FET Fore 3 o wieansit & frer s i Aear i geffaor

The 2025 Union Budget took several measures to formally ‘recognise’ gig and
platform workers, and extended various social protection schemes to this growing
workforce.

2025 F FET Toie o T 31 colewie 4@ F1 3itvais §7 @ Aedr & 39T 39 Jsht
¥ Fgdt AfAF Irard) & fov Rffe arnfors g a1 [EaR & & #3 39

el

Despite this recognition, the revised Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS), 2025
does not include substantive changes to account for the diverse forms of gig and
platform work.

$H AAT & STaolG, WA afe 4197 g FdeToT (PLFS), 2025 3 et 31 corewist
H & A w9 I gl & o F1§ srg aladsr anfde 7gt fhar = g

Gaps in Labour Classification

A FeffeRToT A WIfAAT

Gig workers were first incorporated into the legal framework through the Code on
Social Security, 2020.

frer AT &1 ggel TR Fefelt ST H WHATTSTF FI&T AT, 2020 & ATTH § AT fomar
|

Under Chapter I, Section 2(35), a gig worker is defined as “a person who participates
in a work arrangement and earns from such activities outside of a traditional
employer-employee relationship.”

AT |, URT 2(35) & Jgd, Ter sif@Aw S aRen™a fhar a=m §: “Tes T safad o
IR faFa-FHaR Taul & 98T HRT cTaEAqT H 797 T § 3 399 FAS T g1
Platform work, as defined in the Code, is “a work arrangement outside of a traditional
employer-employee relationship in which organisations or individuals use an online

platform to access others to solve specific problems or provide specific services, or
any other activity notified by the Central Government, in exchange for payment.”

13 7 aRenfa weewid F1 v 0 F caae § S aRaReE ArTdar-aeaant @eut &
aMER &Yl &, Forea Hotew a1 AR siferenger caewie & ATEIH § qEY aF UgAd § dif
fafdrse wae3it 1 gamener a1 fRAflIse AaTT YT I S Feh, I7 he AR GaRT ARG
g 3 afatafer T 31 dF |

While this definition separates gig workers from both formal and informal categories,
it doesn’t clearly define who a gig worker is or the nature of gig work.
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ifehet Tg Tave &9 & fArer siff ey & a1 ey vk oy wpfer vy aReNa o718t vt

According to NITI Aayog’s 2022 report ‘India’s Booming Gig and Platform Economy,’
the gig workforce is expected to reach 23.5 million by 2029-30.

offer 3T iy 2022 A RAIE 3R T 3#RAT 19T 3R Colewia 3degaedr & IaR, frr
maszozg-soamz.ssmgwqgaﬁaﬁrﬁmél

Despite such projections and efforts to define gig work, India’s primary labour
statistics source, the PLFS, continues to subsume gig work under vague categories
such as ‘self-employed’, ‘own-account workers’, or ‘casual labour’.

ST 37T ATl 3 19T S T IR et & GATHT & STAS[G, HRA FT T AT FifeThr
T PLFS, 3730 8t 191 1 ot ‘T a-Asem, “Taa-@Ta arel Aifaw, a1 ‘ataaies sfAs’
SHET 3rFae Afort 7 FAifed Far &

This statistical invisibility has direct consequences.

Ig WIfETHIT Jrgeaar & e aRome &1 &

Legal Provisions and Policy Challenges

FTefat yrauter 3R Aferara getfaat

Clause 141 of the Code on Social Security, 2020, “seeks to provide that the Central
Government shall establish a Social Security Fund for social security and welfare
of the unorganised workers, gig workers and platform workers.”

QTSI YR&T Wi, 2020 Y URT 141 I5 AU FA ¢ o g AR FHIATST A,
forar siffat 3k colewier AT i arfore geam 3R Feamr  fow ve wefew geaT
Y 1T S|

Similarly, the National Social Security Board, constituted under Section 6 of the Code,
is tasked with framing and overseeing welfare schemes for gig and platform
workers.

S8 g, WiaT Y 4T 6 & A TS WEAT WHIforF Faw ats, frer 3k cewi
HfAF F fAT FAOT ATATT FIR FI 3R 3R RAIRTEAT 3 F1 FR FLar g

Such welfare boards and policymakers rely on the PLFS for ‘evidence-based
policy’, but the absence of a distinct category for gig and platform workers
undermines its very intent.

U Fegror a1F 3R Afa FaATar, aeg-smenfia Hif & v PLFS .t R a8, afea
farar 3R cotewie SfAST & forw 3rerer Avit & 31919 T STHT 3652 & FHAAR g1 AT &

When classification itself is unclear in primary datasets, access to schemes
becomes uneven and exclusionary.

aamaﬁm%a@ﬁﬁmﬁwwﬁmm%,aﬁmaﬁwqgvmaﬂr
s 57 S B
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How the PLFS Falls Short
PLFS f¥¥ &R FHIR Isar &

e Inresponse to a Rajya Sabha query on whether the government had updated PLFS
methodology to capture the rise of gig work, the Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation stated, “No updation in the PLFS Schedule has been
undertaken with the objective of specifically identifying persons engaged in the gig
economy.”

TSTHHT A TS T TR & STa1d H o &1 TR o Fer e Y 7l ol ol el & e
PLFS & AvorTelt & waitere fham §, aifeadh 3it 1w Freaad #9160y o gl “frer
IrdegaeyT # ot safaraat Fr ARree ggae & 358 ¥ PLFS 3e[g # H1$ 3reqa 7gt
frar arar g1

o “However, all market activities i.e. activities performed for pay or profit which result in

production of goods and services for exchange are included under the domain of
economic activity considered in PLFS.”

“gTeliTeh, TT IoR AfaRATAT el 39 a1 ooy & v fpe 3w &, o ey & e
TEG3HT 3N AATHT & 3cTret & IRUIF 81 €, 3¢ PLFS & i arfafafer & qrer & enfier
T It E1”

o “The activity situation of a person who is found to be working or being engaged in
economic activity during a specified reference period is associated with employment
in PLFS. Hence, even the persons engaged in ‘gig economy’ for pay & profit are
covered in PLFS.”

“S i ford fAfese dest 3rafer & e snfdis e & gova y—r smar g, 39
PLFS & USHIR & YT ST &1 37T, S 19T frer srefegasyr & aa+ 3R «mer & fow &+t
FIIE T, T PLFS & a9id 3ma &1”

e Though gig work is technically included under economic activity, without a specific
category or classification, the survey fails to offer visibility into the unique nature of
digital labour, characterised by multiple job roles, dependence on algorithms, lack
of formal contract, and absence of safety metrics.

gleliieh frer R Aaeiiehy 0 & 3T arfafafet & anfier §, et ver faflrse Avft ar
FIHIOT & 3T A, Tg HfeToT Bforeer s i RAflrse gfar 1 geier 7 fawer @ g,
foreet w8 iR, woanRew v fsivan, sittaanie sregaer @1 sremma, 3K geam AvEst i
FH A T

¢ In the survey, while the question on the type of job contract provides an option for ‘no
written job contract’, it doesn’t capture the hybrid nature of work.

HARTOT H, gTeliieh sHlehdl 3TIet o JehN TR FaTel H ‘1§ fAf@e sregarer gt a7 fasho &,
it a5 FT AR wpfa &1 & 6T e
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Unlike traditional self-employment, gig work is shaped by platform algorithms,
performed across multiple apps, and is mostly task-based rather than time-bound.

oy IR fRaT ST § 3R IMAAR W F-3menia gar &, §AG-3menie 8T |
Workers have no stable contracts, and often rely on digital reach.
AR & ore U Irgarer 781 81, 3R 3 3 RBived 9gg W AR Ed &l

Many lack access to benefits or protections available to formal workers, and don’t
fully own their work processes, making the “self-employed’ label” misleading.

gl & HTAHT 1 aeRe sfAHT 1 Freray arer amsr A1 Faw gred e gielt, AR F T
1 fsFar3it o qot fazr=or 7€ wd, fored 3¢ “F -0 T gaffp o s el 8
Employment uncertainties, income volatility, and algorithm governance remain
invisible within PLFS classification.

st iy srfafReaan, amer & arfPean, 3 venfee farsor PLFS aeffeor & srgea
®AgI
A food delivery person working across platforms like Swiggy, Zomato, for instance,

will be flattened into a category that does not reflect their employment conditions
or social security needs.

3ETEUT & T, St @ Raor F#ar) Swiggy, Zomato S Tolehia IX T FT &,
38 O TR Aroft # srer fm STt 8, S 3R At Reufay ar o gRaw sraeasansit
T FE W LT el |

Recognition Without Representation

yfafaftca & Qe a=gar

Recent policy efforts like the e-Shram registration, the issuance of digital ID cards,
and health coverage under Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana
indicate the state’s recognition of the gig and platform workforce.

BTl T AT Tgol S -4 daharor, BfSree ggarer g3t #1 s g, 3R srgsarer
T TUTHAHS ST R ISTAT F dgd TaRLT Haer, 17 3R clewia sAs # Tsa
EaRT &Y 7€ AT Y a2l

But unless statistical systems like the PLFS evolve, the data meant to support and
monitor these interventions cannot be considered inclusive.

AfeheT ST9 I PLFS S Fifeashr a A A1 81a, a9 d 5o Ugdll o gad 3k
IR & fAT 3udte 3e7 o gATAA AE AT T AT

The 2025 PLFS revision introduced some important updates: a larger sample size,
monthly estimates, and better rural representation.

2025 & PLFS WUl § $o AUl ST 7ohU I1T: 3T el WIgaT, AfAT HTAT,
3R agax T yfafafte)
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o However, it still does not address the issues of how gig work is defined and

understood.

glefifer Ig 3780 &1 I HegT Gorsrar 7 rWher ¢ fob ey wr Ay @ afenf¥a it wovsmm

S|

e Forinclusive policy making, India must update PLFS classification codes or
introduce survey modules that distinctly capture gig work.

gATALM Y AT & AT, ARG FY PLFS TATHEIOT FIT 1 3I3T FIT 9ifge a1 0
FHRTOT ATSYS oITet AR i 09T 1 Y FI5€ T & Gof AW

How did Indian universities
fare on the QS ranking list?

Somak Raychaudhus

The story so far:
or the first time, in the
international ranking of
universities published by
Quacquarelli Symonds (QS), a
company specialising in higher education
analysis based in the U.K., Indian
universities have more than 50 spots in
the top 1,500. The highest rank among
Indian universities goes to IIT Delhi (Rank
123), closely followed by IIT Bombay, IIT
Madras, IIT Kharagpur and IISc
Bengaluru. This number has increased
from 11in 2015 to 54 in 2026, with eight
universities, including Ashoka University
in Haryana and Shiv Nadar Institute of
Eminence in Greater Noida, getting
featured for the first time.

‘What are the parameters?
The 2026 ranking is based on a whole
range of parameters which include the

learning environment on campus,
academic reputation (30%), impactful
research (citations for research papers
count for 20%, and international research
network 5%), diversity (student diversity,
international faculty and students count
for 10%), student outcomes (employer
reputation counts for 15%, while student
placements 5%) and campus
sustainability (5%).

Has higher education improved?
These rankings reflect how Indian
universities are increasingly adapting to
the norms followed by universities
worldwide, and are thus becoming
comparable to international universities.
For instance, the average
undergraduate student to faculty ratio in
Indian universities is 19. In order to be
internationally competitive, this number
needs to be between 10-15. At Ashoka
University, for instance, over the last year
for about 3,000 undergraduates, the ratio

was 11.5. These undergraduates come
from 20 countries, which enhances the
score for international diversity. Most
universities in India have few
international students, and most public
universities cannot employ international
faculty, which results in low scores in
these categories.

Moreover, over the last few decades,
Indian universities have not put much
emphasis on original research carried out
by faculty and students. For STEM
subjects especially, the research is
traditionally done in research institutes.
This is in sharp contrast to global
practices, as universities are the primary
institutions where creation of knowledge
takes place, in addition to its transmission
to students, worldwide.

However, this is now changing. More
and more universities, particularly
TITs/IISERs and new private sector
universities, are paying particular
attention to research. With the advent of

the National Education Plan, 2020 (NEP),
which emphasises on research in
universities, more and more Indian
institutions will take their place on
international ranking lists.

Public universities used to pay very
little attention to the employment
opportunities of students, but
professional institutes such as the I'Ts and
1IMs have always had placement cells and
employers’ fairs. Now, even for large
central universities, this is an important
consideration. All this is crucial to
international ranking lists such as the QS.

How can universities fare better?
As more and more universities begin to
build research networks across the world,
and hire quality faculty who can do
research along with the necessary
teaching of students, we will see the rise
of Indian universities in these ranking
lists. India needs to encourage
international students and faculty to
become part of its educational institutions
and to closely work with industry in
identifying potential employment
destinations for students. Particular
attention to environmental aspects and
sustainability in campuses will also earn
points for universities aspiring to be
among the top educational institutions.
Somak Raychaudhury is Vice-Chancellor
and Professor of Physics, Ashoka
University, Delhi-NCR. All opinions are
personal.

QS World University Rankings — Indian Universities
Performance (2025)

QS ae% Fiaafid IR - s Rreafagaraat #1 ygele (2025)
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o For the first time, in the international ranking of universities published by Quacquarelli
Symonds (QS), a company specialising in higher education analysis based in the U.K.,
Indian universities have more than 50 spots in the top 1,500.

ggell 9K, U.K. Fura 3oa et faeeivor # fadws suell Farearee a#sH (QS) SarT
TR HaRrser farafagarery ¥feer & (R faeafagarerar #r ofif 1,500 # 50 &
s T Fer g

o The highest rank among Indian universities goes to lIT Delhi (Rank 123), closely
followed by IIT Bombay, IIT Madras, IIT Kharagpur and lISc Bengaluru.

AR faeafacamear # aad 3oa T IIT Reelt (% 123) 1 A g, 39 a1 IT Jie,

IT ST, 1T @SR 3R NS¢ FTeT h1 TAT ¢

e This number has increased from 11 in 2015 to 54 in 2026, with eight universities,
including Ashoka University (Haryana) and Shiv Nadar Institute of Eminence
(Greater Noida), getting featured for the first time.

T HEAT 2015 7 11 7 TG 2026 H 54 81 775 8, [S@eT 3 Freafdezmery, o1& fa raner
Zfrafdé (eRamm) 31k RIT ATe3 EReeye 3ite viRa (FeT Arven) ggeh ar g
ATfAe gU &

What are the Parameters?
e The 2026 ranking is based on a whole range of parameters including:
2026 F¥ IFer A AMgst W 3maRd §:
o Learning environment on campus
99 # Hr@e HT araraRor
o Academic reputation — 30%
A& gfasst — 30%
o Impactful research:
TSTaRATe AN
= Citations for research papers — 20%
ISTHETST TAT & IGEIOT - 20%
* International research network — 5%
HARTSET HTHUTT Aca® — 5%
o Diversity (student + faculty): — 10%
Rfaerar (e + 1) - 10%
o Student outcomes:
BIERITLILH
= Employer reputation — 15%

AraYear ufaser - 15%
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= Student placements — 5%
B AT — 5%
o Campus sustainability — 5%

Fog fRar - 5%

Has Higher Education Improved?
FI1 3o RIaT F GUR g 7

These rankings reflect how Indian universities are increasingly adapting to global
norms, becoming comparable to international universities.

I et g2l & o el Rreafe@mery 319 A @ 3Ras AT &1 9= @ &, 3R
ATy frafieaeat & aAFa g0 ST B B

For example, the average student-faculty ratio in Indian universities is 19.
3TER0T & forw, TRy favafdeareral # Hd STH-HHTr 3reura 19 B

To be internationally competitive, this number needs to be between 10-15.
FHARTSET FAX W FTRETelT sietel & frT Ig 3re]urer 10-15 F v gl =g

At Ashoka University, for about 3,000 undergraduates, the ratio was 11.5.
et FfAafder A S9TereT 3,000 FATATF 1AL & foIT g 74T 11.5 7|

These undergraduates come from 20 countries, which enhances the score for
international diversity.

q FoiTereh BT 20 S & 3T 8, Toad Iawrsd fafderar & ik & gefor g 81

Most Indian universities have few international students, and most public
universities cannot employ international faculty, which results in low scores in these
categories.

31TRreRTer AR faRafacaTeral # FaRISET SHET i F&AT HA ¢ 3R AFfFT Fdsfas
freafacTey Fasdr WH I e 61 A Fohol, faH 37 AT H F7 TR
IGEGIE]

Improving Higher Education and Research in Indian Universities

ARl freafdererat 7 3=a fyam 3iiv ater F gur

Over the last few decades, Indian universities have not put much emphasis on
original research carried out by faculty and students.

Roa $o sl # 9Rd faeafacrerdt @ g 3R a1t gart fFe av wifas av w
STET &A1 781 ST B

For STEM subjects especially, research is traditionally done in research institutes, not
universities.
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STEM fawait # fa9y & &, 31Taerne IRUReD & & ey FEATAT 7 T ST w1 8, o fob
faRafaearerat #|

e This is in sharp contrast to global practices, where universities are the primary
institutions for both the creation and transmission of knowledge.

Ig Teufa ARaw wusit & fege fadia &, Sei favafaerery areT i gorer 3t g@ror
aleit o folT H&T FEUTT gl 8 |

¢ However, this is now changing.
grenifeh, 319 Ig Feufa sga W 8

e More and more universities, particularly IITs/IISERs and new private sector
universities, are paying particular attention to research.

3T HURR faRafdcarer, f[IAwsT ITs/IISERs 3R fAsh &7 & v feafagarer, aer
T Y et & W B

o With the advent of the National Education Plan, 2020 (NEP), which emphasises
research in universities, more Indian institutions will feature on international ranking
lists.

TS et sAifa, 2020 (NEP) & 3RTA & |1, it faeafagarerar & aer &t yrafAswar
&elt B, 31T sl eeret ararsdrer Yfder gt A wureT area |

Employment Focus in Public Universities

Arderfae feafagmerdl # Vs oX ea

e Public universities used to pay very little attention to the employment opportunities
of students.

mmmmm*m%mwmmmﬁam

e Professional institutes like lITs and IIMs have always had placement cells and
conducted employers’ fairs.

IITs 3T IIMs SR 9R1aT FEATET & g7 A CawaAe Ao 3R Agierar A gla | B
e Now, even large central universities consider this an important factor.

39 73 FA Freafaggrert 7 3 75 v Ageaqol AggT 91 AT
o All this is crucial to international ranking lists such as the QS rankings.

Ig T QS S srarsdr IR gt & v sreid Ageayqet §

How Can Universities Fare Better?

freafagares F dgax vaeie w1t waa §72

e As more universities build global research networks and hire quality faculty who can
both teach and conduct research, Indian universities will rise in global rankings.

SHA-o1a 3fRres favafacarery dRaw e sead saral § 3R OO oraaTqet FHF Fged
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g

e India needs to encourage international students and faculty to join Indian institutions.
HR I HARASET BT 3R FFTAT Y eded FE1 AIfe foh I ARSI FEAT=T 1 fgear
el |

o Universities must also collaborate with industry to identify employment destinations
for students.

freafaearert #1 3@ & a1y Ggdier FX o & [T VSR & Jaast i ggan e
IR

« Environmental sustainability on campuses should also be given particular attention
to improve ranking scores.

Fog 7 waTaRoity Ruvar o ot ey earer 3 anfRe, anfer ¥feher ¥R & gur 8w |
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Hues of history: A carpet seller stands near his shop at Tehran’s old main bazaar in Iran, on May 5. Ap
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A land of djinns and poets: Iran in the
crosshairs of history again

Iran is rich in stories linked often to other cultures. A walk through books on Iran, which is an emporia of ideas and beliefs exchanged and exported

through the centuries by its merchants, mercenaries and storytellers

Geeta Doctor

ran has been in the news for all the
WOrst reasons in recent times.
It’s as if the echoes of Paul E.

Erdman’s sensationally titled study,
The Crash of °79, that heralded the fall of
the short-lived Pahlavi dynasty is still

{» being felt today. It was written in the

context of who controlled the surge of the
oil economy while waiting for the Iranian
Revolution to begin. At that time, it was
clear enough to Iran watchers that it was
in the marketplace of Tehran, that the
Bazaaris, sipping their glasses of black tea
with lumps of crystalised sugar, were
stirring the narrative of revolt.

Being in the crosshairs of history the
land has attracted countless invaders. It is
rich in stories linked often to other
cultures, as it is in the silk, gemstones,
artefacts, dried fruits, prayer rugs,
magnificent carpets and pelts of rare
animals that are exchanged in its bazaars.
Iran is an emporia of ideas and beliefs
exchanged and exported through the
centuries by its merchants, mercenaries
and storytellers.

Lightning strikes

While travelling through the deeply
ridged and folded countryside you might
see the black robed vultures circling the
mountain tops. They could be waiting to
feast on the charred bricks and bones of
yet another famous city on the plain of
Pars attacked by the Mongols. Just as
frequently armies of warriors have
crossed across to loot and pillage their
distant neighbours and return with the

A Land of Djinns and Poets: Iran in the Crosshairs of History

Again

spoils.

Who can forget Nader Shah taking over
the Persian throne and first dismantling
parts of the Ottoman Empire in the West
and then turning his attention on north
India. In lightning strikes and a reputation
for a ferocious barbarity including the
slaughter of women and children, he
defeated the Mughal army in the Battle of
Karnal in 1739.

As a peace offering in exchange for
further attacks, he demanded and
received the peacock throne and the
world-famous Golconda diamonds, one of
which, the Darya-i-Noar, is at the Gulistan
Palace Museum in Tehran.

Rustam and Sohrab

In the poet Ferdowsi’s epic poem in
50,000 rhyming couplets, the
Shahnameh, published in 1010 CE, it’s the
warrior kings of Persia that are
celebrated. The most famous of these is
the meeting between Rustam and his
estranged son Sohrab on the battlefield.
The image is one that has been
reproduced in Persian style miniature
paintings, on painted tiles and woven wall
hangings. His poem stops with the last of
the hereditary rulers Khosrow Il leaving
the throne; that is to say before the Arab
intervention.

Ferdowsi introduces us to a land of
djinns and poets with links to the early
Zoroastrian priests tending their fire
temples. The winged symbol of the
“Faravahar” with a figure of a man at the
centre of a disc appears on the wall of the
Fire Temple at Yazd in Iran; as it does at
the Fire Temples of the Zoroastrians in

India who fled from there across the seas
with their sacred fire.

Like the mythical fire bird, the
Simorgh, the Parsi community of the
Indian subcontinent kept their promise to
add their special lustre to the country of
their adoption, while keeping their faith
alive.

‘When the British came on the scene,
the two cultures blended with an ease
that is best described in the satirical The
Adventures of Hajji Baba of Ispahan. It was
written in English by James Justinian
Morier, who lived in Qajar Iran as the
British envoy. In his capacity as Hajji
Baba, a Bazaari with a yen for travel, this
is what he tells us: “By the time I was
sixteen it would be difficult to say
whether I was most accomplished as a
barber or a scholar. Besides shaving the
head, cleaning the ears, and trimming the
beard, I became famous for my skill in the
offices of the bath. No one understood
better than I the different modes of
Tubbing or shampooing, as practised in
India, Cashmere, and Turkey; and I had
an art peculiar to myself of making the
joints to crack, and my slaps echo.”

British entry

‘There was an almost instant recognition
between the scholars of the two nations
that is explored in the two companion
volumes by Sir Denis Wright who served
as British Ambassador to Mohammed
Reza Shah of Iran during his glory years.
The English Amongst the Persians and The
Persians Amongst the English are a
glorious recapitulation of what was always
a formidable relationship. As Wright

mentions in his preface, “nowhere in the
world is British cleverness so wildly
exaggerated as in Iran, and nowhere are
the British more hated for it”. One of the
reasons advanced for this analysis is that
the British considered Iran as a decoy for
India, against Russian advancements in
the area; a Cold War thesis that we may
now ignore.

One of the most chilling accounts of
what happened to Iran after the
installation of “Khomeini and the Islamic
Revolution” is by Amir Taheri in his 1985
book The Spirit of Allah. As editor-in-Chief
of Kayhan, the national newspaper of Iran
in the 1970s, Taheri, an academic now in
exile, has written several books since
then. However, inexorable the trajectory
of events that have led to the rule by the
Ayatollahs, Taheri includes a ghazal by
Khomeini written perhaps in the 1930s.

“It’s spring and there is blossom on the
almond tree/The bride in the garden is
verily, the almond tree.” And yet after
such gentle beginnings, the conclusion is
abrupt and terrifying.

One can only return to an earlier poet
and the twelfth century Attar of Nishapur
and the enchanting vision that he offers in
The Conference of Birds.

1t’s in the form of a journey, a quest
through many different forms of
attachment in search of the marvellous
Simorgh, the female spirit of rebirth who
rises repeatedly through several
revolutions. It’s a reaffirmation of life
through fire.

The journey starts within.

Geeta Doctor is a critic and cultural
commentator.

U ATeAT3T 3T FiAAt & oqfar: v & sfagra i woleah 7 Su=

e Aland of djinns and poets: Iran in the crosshairs of history again.
reaT3it AR FiAAT Fr ofar: S e & sfaerw i wplesdt 7 21
« lIran has been in the news for all the worst reasons in recent times.

BTl & THY H I A RO F TaRY & ET L

e Paul E. Erdman’s book The Crash of ’79 captured the downfall of the Pahlavi dynasty

and the rise of the oil economy.

dicl §. USH hT GEceh & 9/ 3% '79 A dgerd a2 o Tclel 3R et 3 srdegavar &
3e T ST |
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e It was Tehran’s Bazaaris, sipping black tea with crystalised sugar, who stirred the
narrative of revolt.

g AT F TR &, S rer T 3R Fsft & Tr2r qamad i were T ) A

e lran, in history’s crosshairs, has seen countless invasions, and is a melting pot of
cultures through trade in silk, artefacts, gemstones, dried fruits, carpets, and more.

sfaera & foreer ox 16T $X0eT 8§ 3msHaAviT &1 a7aTE 6T ¢ 3N TE WEHfadl w1 WA &, SRl
WA, FAHTAT, ToT, FW@ A, FTeT 3111S I SR AT 5 |

e Iran has long been an emporia of ideas, beliefs, and stories traded by its merchants,
mercenaries, and storytellers.

ST ol FAT O =Ry, Rearat 3iX Fam3t 1 991 @71 8, STel sqe e, dfaw 3k
FYTHR So¢ thelld T g |

Lightning Strikes and Imperial Power

fararely &Y aE 3msHAvT IR FAE fY aflFT

e Inlran’s mountainous terrain, vultures circle ruined cities, once attacked by Mongols.
ST T Tacii $fA #, PG qarél 3ieT Tab AT & FI HSA 8, it 3l HaMell ganr ofse

fru ot |
o Nader Shah, who defeated the Mughals at the Battle of Karnal (1739), was known for
his brutality, including slaughter of civilians.

AT AMTE, TSegiet 1739 FY HIATeT HY ASTE H FTN T FIAT, 39 fevézrar X 3mer
ARTRHT Y &A1 & T FEard A

e As peace offering, India gave him the Peacock Throne and Golconda diamonds,
including Darya-i-Noor, now at Gulistan Palace Museum, Tehran.

ATl &I o §9 & R o 3¢ AT RAgraar 3R Aerpist & R v, e qaf-v-az 39
AT & IAEATT AT HIAGTT H &

Rustam and Sohrab in Persian Lore

IRET ATt 7 FEa 3k S

e Shahnameh, the epic poem by Ferdowsi with 50,000 rhyming couplets, celebrates
warrior kings like Rustam.

g7, Fetgidt garT forE a5 50,000 &YeT aTel AgTehed HiddT ¢, foraH Fea# d
AT TSAT3HT T F[UTeTTeT foham aram |
e The battle between Rustam and Sohrab, his estranged son, is widely depicted in
Persian miniatures and art.
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TEad 3R 3% o3 77 et & &1 i oT3Ts F IR agfREt st Fant F aRaR
gef T I gl

o Ferdowsi’s work ends before Arab intervention, at the departure of Khosrow Il from
the throne.

fohelY i TIAT 3R ATHATT A Tgel FAU SfANT & AT B T FATT gIehl &

Zoroastrian Roots and Fire Symbolism

TR 9 AR 31T 1 yelware

o Ferdowsi also introduced us to Zoroastrian priests and fire temples, symbolised by
the Faravahar.

fhelel & g SRYET QeriRat 3R arfder AR & oy AR s, fStetenr gefer weamex 81

e The Faravahar, a winged man inside a disc, appears in Yazd’s fire temple and Indian
Zoroastrian shrines.

TATEY, Teh U alell G389 5 & d1d, T9g & 3feer AR 3R oear & ol #fe o S
ST FehT &

e Parsi community who fled Iran brought their sacred fire and became a vibrant part of
Indian society.

ST @ AT IR FHETT A 319 IFaT HITeT o A1Y R H 3T 37911 faflrse gg=mer
EEIE]

o Like the mythical firebird Simorgh, Parsis added their unique glow to the land of their
adoption.

Freqfais TeeT gaft AT Hf g, IRFAAT & 379a) 77w &er 3 [{fRrse ga73s s &

British Entry and Cultural Fusion in Iran

§0ar & fafeer waer 3tk wiepfas waeaT

« When the British came on the scene, the two cultures blended with ease, reflected in
the satirical work The Adventures of Hajji Baba of Ispahan.

e fafeer aRgea & amv, o Qlt Heh ol Feotan @ e 18, ST fas egegrens id &
TSTTH F1 §T51 FIST JHTH SEPETT H ST IAT B

e The book was written in English by James Justinian Morier, a British envoy in Qajar
Iran.

Ig e el 7 srw Ffiefaas ARET garr fodd 78 oY, S Fem §3 # fafeer g
|

o Haijji Baba, a Bazaari character, humorously narrates his dual skills as a barber and
scholar, and his famous bath techniques learned from India, Kashmir, and Turkey.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page13 2

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

www.patrioticias.in

BTSN ST, Ueh FTAARY 9T, STEAY0T &97 W Y 1 ar$ 3R Rgamr et & & 7 aftfa #d &,

3R o, FeAR 3R g O A 78w e 7 e gfAe g g

British-Iranian Intellectual Relationship

Rfter-&et atafires wayr

e A strong recognition between British and Iranian scholars was recorded by Sir Denis
Wright in his two volumes: The English Amongst the Persians and The Persians
Amongst the English.

fafeer 3 $uelt Rt & S a6 datr WX 3w WS Gan &l gecent A gof foham aram &

g 3l7erer 3iFIEE & Gfolaw 3R & gfeleaa 3rAree & sfaeren
o Wright, a British Ambassador to Mohammad Reza Shah, notes in his preface that
British cleverness is wildly exaggerated in Iran, yet deeply resented.

ST, it AIgFAE T AE & T Fafeer Torge &, 0= g&arae & fowd § o e &
fafeer aqur$ Y Sor-TgrR ST ST §, 9 Ay €1 39 gon A 5fve F st S@r Srar B

o British viewed Iran as a decoy for India to counter Russian expansion, forming a key
part of Cold War politics, though this view is now outdated.

ffeeil o1 30T Y IR & fAT v qR0eT Y&t Fa & &9 & @, difeh T REar a1 der
T Teh, Ig T et Jaur hr Tsrelifer o fowam o, greifen 319 Ig Jr9Tafaes g Iehr 8

The Islamic Revolution and Khomeini

gEamt wifar i g

e Amir Taheri’'s 1985 book The Spirit of Allah recounts what happened to Iran post the
installation of Khomeini and the Islamic Revolution.

I ATt T 1985 Y TEAT & PIRE HTP Healg Sl & fon Gl & war 7 ama 3
mﬁmaxaﬁéﬂﬂﬁwgml

o Taheri, then editor-in-chief of Kayhan, Iran’s national newspaper in the 1970s, later
went into exile and became an academic.

AR, ST 1970 & g2k H S & AT JWAR HTYGT & TUTH WIS U, a1, H fAaiasT
H ST HHETAF a1 1T

e Taheriincludes a ghazal by Khomeini, possibly written in the 1930s, showing a tender
image — “The bride in the garden is verily, the almond tree” — yet its aftermath was
abrupt and terrifying.

e = GHT GaRT FHAT: 1930 F g2F 7 Fordl 1S Ue arorer anfHer Hr, o formr § —
S1aT A GogeT daTecd H FTEIH T U3 7 — ot 38 a1e ol gohrehd srarae AR e arelr
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Attar’s Sufi Vision and Rebirth
3R 1 JHY g 3R qorsies

o The twelfth-century poet Attar of Nishapur gives us The Conference of Birds, a
mystical allegory of a spiritual quest.

124t wét % HT IR gl 7 g & Fiethe 37 T3AEY, S T IreATICHS @t Y
EEIHA FAT R |

e The journey is in search of Simorgh, the female spirit of rebirth, symbolising
transcendence through revolutions and fire.

Ig AT AN ATHE Geoted Y T AT 6 TNef &, it FHifaar 3T 7T & areaw &
TcHIATA FT Tciih g |

e The journey described by Attar is a reaffirmation of life and begins from within.

3R @R aftid T ITAT Sitaet Y Gof: g § 3 ST 3T HeareaT A 8 &1
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Ind-Ra says MFIs will
return to normalcy
only in H2 of FY26

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

Microfinance institutions
(MFIs) will return to nor-
malcy only by the second
half of fiscal 2026, credit
rating agency India Ratings
said in a report. The organ-
isation has given the sector
a ‘deteriorating outlook’.
Ind-Ra cited the recent
ordinances by the Tamil
Nadu and Karnataka go-
vernments creating repay-
ment anxieties as one of
the reasons for low profita-
bility. The two State go-
vernments had brought in
ordinances to curb coer-
cive practices of collection

‘Recent ordinances
by TN and Karnataka
creating repayment
anxieties is a reason
for low profitability’

agents. This is expected to
impact the “sector’s return
profile in the medium
term, and the normalisa-
tion to FY24 levels would
be difficult due to the ris-
ing operating expense and
rationalisation of lending
yields,” Ind-Ra said in the
report. Banks that lend to
MFTIs have started factoring
in non-MFI loans expo-
sure, it added.

MFls will return
to normaicy only
in H2 of FY26:
Ind-Ra

FY26 Y gadt
SART A &
ey eyt #
il MFIs: 331

Microfinance
institutions (MFls) will
return to normalcy
only by the second
half of fiscal 2026,
credit rating agency
India Ratings (Ind-Ra)
said in a report.

\ N
(MFls) &aer fa<iir a¥

2026 Y gL AR aF
& aee feufa A @le
sf39r IH (Ind-Ra) &
e Rare 7 Fel

e The organisation has
given the sector a
‘deteriorating outlook’.

= TS o 9 &1F &l
‘fRrae arer gfeewior
fear gl

¢ Ind-Ra cited the

recent ordinances by the Tamil Nadu and Karnataka governments creating
repayment anxieties as one of the reasons for low profitability.
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$5-11 o gl &1  affieranTg 3R Fetted WIHRT GarT aTe a7¢ 3 fEAw, Siegiel For gHid
Y dFT AT Je7 1 &, T FH ATHISAT & FROT H F Teh II=AT|

o The two State governments had brought in ordinances to curb coercive practices of
collection agents.

T Gl o THRI o FAFUd TAEl & STale TS F a1 &l Uehel & ToIv ST omw

|

e This is expected to impact the sector’s return profile in the medium term, and the

normalisation to FY24 levels would be difficult due to the rising operating expense and

rationalisation of lending yields, Ind-Ra said in the report.

OO 7EgH A F 817 F Need NhEd W T37a IS H THGT § 3R FY24 & TR a5

AT ety 7 dllea aga aRarae @t 3 %ot a3 & gfFasor & sHrRoT Hoe g,
$3-X1 o 379sir RATE 7 &g

o Banks that lend to MFls have started factoring in non-MFI loans exposure, it added.

MFls 2T 0T &o¥ aTel deh 37 IR-MFI For SNFEH ol AT 7 TW=AT Y& X Teh 8, SHA gl |

Reuters
MUMBAI/MILAN

Indian footwear sellers
and artisans are tapping in-
to nationalist pride stoked
by the Prada ‘sandal scan-
dal’ in a bid to boost sales
of ethnic slippers with his-
tory dating back to the 12th
century, raising hopes of
reviving a struggling craft.
Sales are surging over
the past week for the ‘Kol-
hapuri’ sandals that have
garnered global attention
after Prada sparked a con-
troversy by showcasing si-
milar designs in Milan,
without initially crediting
the footwear’s origins.
After viral photos from a
fashion show drew criti-
cism from Indian artisans
who make the sandals -
named after a historic city
in Maharashtra state - Pra-
da was forced to acknow-

Terra firma: In 2021, India’s government said the sandals could
achieve $1 billion a year in exports. REUTERS

ledge that its new open-toe
footwear was inspired by
ancient Indian designs.
“Prada O: Kolhapur 1,”
said an Instagram post by
e-commerce website Shop-
kop, whose founder Rahul
Parasu Kamble’s open let-
ter to Prada pointing out
the footwear is “soaked in
tradition” was reshared

36,000 times on social
media.

“I saw the controversy
as a way to promote Kolha-
puri,” said Mr. Kamble, 33,
who has seen sales of san-
dals he sources from local
artisans touch ¥50,000 in
three days, five times the
average.

Social media has been

abuzz in recent days with
criticism and  sarcastic
memes, with politicians,
artisans and a trade body
demanding due credit to
Indian heritage. Prada said
it will arrange follow-up
meetings with artisans. In
a statement to Reuters, it
added the Italian group in-
tends to make the sandals
in India in collaboration
with local manufacturers,
if it commercialises them.

Ads, discounts

India’s luxury market is
small but growing, with the
rich splurging on Lam-
borghini cars and pricey
watches. Prada does not
have a single retail store in
India and its products are
usually reserved for the
super rich - its men’s leath-
er sandals start retailing at
$844, while Kolhapuris can
be priced as low as $12.

But linking of the Prada
name to the Kolhapuri san-
dals, which are made by
around 7,000 artisans, is
providing a business op-
portunity for some.

Social media
Mumbai-based Ira Soles is
running new Facebook
and Instagram advertise-
ments which proclaim its
$32 “Tan Handcrafted Kol-
hapuris just walked the
ramp at Prada ... Limited
stock. Global spotlight.
Own a piece of what the
world is applauding.”.
E-commerce website Ni-
ira is offering up to 50%
discounts on its Kolhapuri
slippers it says are “rooted
in tradition”. Its sales of $18
sandals, that looked like
the one Prada showcased
in Milan, have tripled,
founder Nishant Raut said.
“Why can’t an Indian

After Prada, Indian brands tap heritage pride
q18T & d1€, AR s1e) o QA d & kT &' 319

Kolhapuri brand become
as big as a Birkenstock,” he
said. Handmade in small
factories, Kolhapuri san-
dals, or chappals as they
are called in Hindi, are of-
ten paired with Indian at-
tire. Similar designs are
sold in big outlets of Bata
India and Metro Brands,
and also on Amazon and
Walmart's Flipkart.

In 2021, India’s govern-
ment said the sandals
could achieve $1 billion a
year in exports. Though
latest estimates are not
available, artisans say the
business has struggled as
consumers  increasingly
opt for more fashionable,
upmarket footwear.

Still, the Prada contro-
versy is breathing new life
into a craft that Lalit Gand-
hi, president of Maharash-
tra’s main industry lobby
group, says is “a dying art”.

Indian footwear sellers and artisans are tapping into nationalist pride stoked by
the Prada ‘sandal scandal’ in a bid to boost sales of ethnic slippers with history
dating back to the 12th century, raising hopes of reviving a struggling craft.
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R ST fagaT AR FHPR 9st A fFare & 3cvest s aila #Y o 124t wdr
& 2 AT Toge A R g i Fiffer w7 @ ¥ FEd Feia Rew # gesiiaa
et Y 3mem AR §

e Sales are surging over the past week for the ‘Kolhapuri’ sandals that have garnered
global attention after Prada sparked a controversy by showcasing similar designs in

Milan, without initially crediting the footwear’s origins. &l Hedlg # ‘Fregrqly Asew 1
fSshT 7 ST 31M$ &, [iee ReIeT # 9187 gaRT TAT [3ATS UG Rid Flel o d1g, IRH H 3e1ch
GId &1 4 ST foe, dRas earer e gl

o After viral photos from a fashion show drew criticism from Indian artisans who make the
sandals—named after a historic city in Maharashtra state—Prada was forced to
acknowledge that its new open-toe footwear was inspired by ancient Indian designs.

thereT QT T IR dEART & §1c, S AGRISE T o U 26X & ATH I dait Il &
HRAT HRIIRT @ HTell<=AT STeT &1 AT, WTST &1 Ig FeihR it & foIT HoTe et us o
3% AT G-I & St WreheT SRl Bemsat & 9 8

e “Prada 0: Kolhapur 1,” said an Instagram post by e-commerce website Shopkop,
whose founder Rahul Parasu Kamble’s open letter to Prada pointing out the footwear is

"soaked in tradition" was reshared 36,000 times on social media. "9TsT 0: E?IETEI,T 1"
S-PIAY dSHTST Shopkop T Tsh FECTITH TIEE H gl 31T, fSTash FEUTIh Tger WY
Hiae T JIST T Fe T "I H gl §§" Tl o TR 3 Geoll T Fierel # AT 9 36,000
R T fohar |

e “|I saw the controversy as a way to promote Kolhapuri,” said Mr. Kamble, 33, who has
seen sales of sandals he sources from local artisans touch ¥50,000 in three days, five

times the average. “Hal 38 fddTe; @I HIcgTq Y ToTaT ol & AT & &I A od@T,” 33
it 4T Sieer o FgT, [eh! TUET FRERT & off 713 Ased FI f9shr it =it # 50,000
oo g 313, St e & ui I |

e Social media has been abuzz in recent days with criticism and sarcastic memes, with
politicians, artisans and a trade body demanding due credit to Indian heritage. gTel &

featt 7 Arerer AfSAT W AT 3R HeATcHS AT I AR G 8, TaTa TA=idai,
HRPRT 3R T AR FIraaT 7 9RAT faRrad 1 3T 477 ¢ fr AT Hr |
« Prada said it will arrange follow-up meetings with artisans. 9TaT =1 &gT foh ag FRIERT &

WUWW AT M| In a statement to Reuters, it added the Italian group
intends to make the sandals in India in collaboration with local manufacturers, if it

commercialises them. IMEH HT TGT FTTT F 38T FA1ST foh AT TE S AT IS FT &
AT &, T SaTerd! WHE AR # TR [HATATAT & AT Aot o1 Asod o1 A TOT e
BT 5|
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Ads, discounts

farsmaeT, ge

India’s luxury market is small but growing, with the rich splurging on Lamborghini cars

and pricey watches. $TRd T dFIl STSTR BICT & olfhe] 96 &T &, ToTHe AR FaT
AFaifaie FRY 3R A afsat wET R R

Prada does not have a single retail store in India and its products are usually reserved
for the super rich—its men’s leather sandals start retailing at $844, while Kolhapuris

can be priced as low as $12. TST T {RA & T HT ReoT TR 787 § 3R 39 341
AR T A IHART & AT IR gl §—5Th I35 & eI Asew i HoAd $844 1
Y& BICT &, STaIfeh hIogTqd T HIAd $12 T HA 1 Hebell 5|

But linking of the Prada name to the Kolhapuri sandals, which are made by around
7,000 artisans, is providing a business opportunity for some. st ITST AT T e

Asew A Sser, TSee oe137er 7,000 FRPR 11 &, F© @il & frw samaries e ver
FET o

Social media

averer Hfzar

Mumbai-based Ira Soles is running new Facebook and Instagram advertisements
which proclaim its $32 “Tan Handcrafted Kolhapuris just walked the ramp at Prada
... Limited stock. Global spotlight. Own a piece of what the world is applauding.”

Has &Ud Ira Soles 7T Haga AR SEean# Ramaer e W@ &, fSw g grar fhar g
o 396 $32 “Tan Handcrafted Kolhapuris” ¥ 9TST & Y59 WX e 3@ ... HIfAT Telfa|
ARG AT | 38 ST T ATTceh St T HehT G AT TAHT T T B

E-commerce website Niira is offering up to 50% discounts on its Kolhapuri slippers it
says are "rooted in tradition". $-HIHE deATSC Niira 319eT ShegTqd Tl T 50% T
Hrge S E e, fordes a7 wgr o @ 6 3w 7 g 8

Its sales of $18 sandals, that looked like the one Prada showcased in Milan, have

tripled, founder Nishant Raut said. 9 $18 dsed, ST W1ST ¢anT fAw # yefeid fhe
T Hzew S R &, 1 AT et I @) S ¥, e feria s o )

“Why can’t an Indian Kolhapuri brand become as big as a Birkenstock,” he said. “Tsh
HRCT HlogIglr 5115 FAREFaeian (ST 957 41 FET 91 Fehell,” 3giel gl |

Handmade in small factories, Kolhapuri sandals, or chappals as they are called in

Hindi, are often paired with Indian attire. @?mﬁﬂﬂﬁmaﬁaﬁw
dzew, oieg BE & aoael gt Sar &, 3rra YR 92imeh & 1Y ugell S &1
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o Similar designs are sold in big outlets of Bata India and Metro Brands, and also on
Amazon and Walmart’s Flipkart. T g & T33115+7 Bata India 3iR Metro Brands &

93 33celcd H, ATY & Amazon 3R Walmart’s Flipkart R s ST £ |

e In 2021, India’s government said the sandals could achieve $1 billion a year in

exports. 2021 H, Rd THR o el AT foh T Hsed via av $1 fafoger &1 [afa &= goar

gl

¢« Though latest estimates are not available, artisans say the business has struggled as
consumers increasingly opt for more fashionable, upmarket footwear. gefifeh FdleTd

3iehs 3UCTet] 7161 o, PRITRI T FHgell & foh STHIFAT JfeIeh Hereiaer, 3oa Aol F Fefraw w1

T U 30 cHaard H HOY §1 g3 &
o Still, the Prada controversy is breathing new life into a craft that Lalit Gandhi,
president of Maharashtra’s main industry lobby group, says is “a dying art”. ¢ 8,

wrsT faTe 39 T & =18 ST Goh T67 § TSI HERISE & W@ 3GANT AHE & 3regel afaa
el 7 AU FeAT” Fal g

Why are the infamous bond vigilantes holding back their fire?

Mitu Gulati

A core tenet of sovereign
debt investment is that
strong  institutions  keep
down a country’s borrow-
ing costs and vice versa. So
then why has the bond
market’s response to U.S.
President Donald Trump’s
institutional norm-busting
been so tame?

Sovereign borrowers are
hard to sue and harder still
to enforce claims against.
And because they are sove-
reign, they can do things
that private companies
can't, like pass laws and in-
flate their currencies. In
vestors, and particularly
foreign investors, there-
fore, should naturally be

wary of lending to sove-

_, reigns. And yet, in many
.+ cases, they do.

For example, roughly a
third of U.S. Treasuries
were held in foreign hands
as of March. Why take the
risk? The answer given by
academic theory is that in
vestors typically lend to so-
vereign borrowers when
the country has institu-
tions in place to protect
against the threat of expro-
priation. Conversely, if a
country’s institutions are
weak, or weakening, credi-
tors will significantly in-
crease the sovereign’s bor-
rowing costs to
compensate for the rising
risk. The classic academic
article on this topic was
written by Douglas North
and Barry Weingast in
1989, It considered the is-
sue by examining constitu-

Dollar is king: The dollar remains the world’s reserve currency, so
the U.S. has more room for fiscal profligacy than most. REUTERS

tional arrangements in 17th
century England.

The country was able to
borrow significantly more,
they argued, after putting
in place effective institu-
tions intended to assure in
vestors that Parliament
could, and would, check

the monarch’s temptation
to expropriate. And that, in
turn, helped England be-
come a global superpower,
they had said.

Trump premium?
So what about the United
States? Since January, Do-

nald Trump’s administra-
tion has challenged many
domestic institutional
norms long considered key
constraining mechanisms
on the executive.

And then, there are the
numerous  international
agreements the adminis-
tration has backed out of
or undermined, including
the Paris Agreement on cli-
mate change and the
World Health Organiza-
tion. Moreover, the an-
nouncement of broad-
based “reciprocal tariffs”
challenges the foundation
of the modern trade sys-
tem as regulated by the
World Trade Organization.
Put all of the foregoing to-
gether, and we would have
expected to see a signifi-
cant move upward in U.S.
Treasury yields.

But that hasm’t hap-

pened. There have certain-
ly been some signs of dis-
content among  bond
investors, including after
Trump’s “Liberation Day”
tariff announcement and
following his musings that
Federal Reserve Chair Je-
rome Powell's termination
“cannot come fast
enough.” In both cases, the
bond market moves were
notable but not earth-shat-
tering. They did appear to
have the desired effect, as
the administration res-
ponded by either softening
its language or postponing
controversial policies, and
these pivots led to market
recoveries, But given the
stakes, jumps of less than
75 basis points in the 10-
year Treasury yield seem
rather contained. It’s also
true that the term premi-
um on the 10-year US.

Treasury note - a measure
of compensation investors
demand for holding lon-
ger-dated U.S. government
debt - hit a 10-year high in
May, though that’s far from
elevated by historical stan-
dards.

‘Why are the infamous
bond vigilantes holding
back? There are several
possible  explanations.
First, the theory about the
link between institutional
strength and borrowing
costs could be wrong. Ulti-
mately, bondholders care
about one thing: getting

aid.

And the risk of a U.S. de-
fault remains low. While in-
vestors have been getting
antsy about the potential
for Trump’s One Big Beau-
tiful Bill to add around $3.3
trillion to the deficit over
the next decade, according

to the Congressional Bud-
get Office, the dollar re-
mains the world's reserve
currency, so the U.S. has
more room for fiscal profli-
gacy than most. Indeed,
U.S. Treasuries’ long-held
role as the global risk-free
asset may be why yield
spikes have been con-
tained. The $28 trillion U.S.
Treasury market remains a
key pillar of the global fi-
nancial architecture, and
there is no ready substitute
with the same size, liquidi-
ty and depth. So it’s under-
standable why investors
are loath to flee.

(The views expressed
here are of Ugo Panizza
and Mitu Gulati, profes-
sors, Geneva Institute (In-
ternational Economics and
the University of Virginia
(Law). Views are personal.
Via Reuters).

Why are the infamous bond vigilantes holding back their

fire? FEAT dies ATRTAIHAT 3=l gfafsmar =t A @ 82

A core tenet of sovereign debt investment is that strong institutions keep down a
country’s borrowing costs and vice versa.

Ardsiter ot fAder #1 vw e Rgura I8 ¢ B Aeqa awae el der i surd anra #
F FIA § 3R suF Ao ot ghar 81
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So then why has the bond market’s response to U.S. President Donald Trump’s
institutional norm-busting been so tame?

ar foRY 3rAREY Tsgufa SeTes €7 GaRT HFARTT AES] & 3eddd T dies a6
fATshaT Sceil HASIR FT QT 67
Sovereign borrowers are hard to sue and harder still to enforce claims against.

AT SURFATHT T HRGHAT TellelT 3R 3eTeh AT ST oI19] AT hideT Biell &

Because they are sovereign, they can do things that private companies can'’t, like pass
laws and inflate their currencies.

FiTeh I WA &, I I 1o Y ehel & ST fevalt HUTAAT STET T Fehcll, ST FTofeT qellett
3R 3T FET3T FY AEIS A ST

Investors, and particularly foreign investors, should naturally be wary of lending to
sovereigns.

raersl, Y &7 & fagel Raderet 1, ardeitar 2t S 3T ¢ A Tarenfas 9 & TS
I aIfgu|

And yet, in many cases, they do.

T 81, % ATHCT # F TAT I o

For example, roughly a third of U.S. Treasuries were held in foreign hands as of
March.

3CTEX0T o ToIT, AT deh TARRT oY T o137 Uah fgTe fagely grat o )|

Why take the risk?

QA F41 ferar Jre?

Academic theory says investors typically lend to sovereign borrowers when the country
has institutions in place to protect against the threat of expropriation.

AeTTOrer AcHia wedm & o fAdere AR aT el T1deila SUREAT3T & H0T & § 5T
&er 7 ftrareor & Wa @ GLaT & & fov dwure Hisig 8

If a country’s institutions are weak, creditors will increase borrowing costs to
compensate for the rising risk.

Tfe ToRdY ¢er T TEYTU FHASGR g, Al AeAGR S6d SITEH T RIS & TolT SURT 6T &
e S|

Classic academic article on this topic was written by Douglas North and Barry
Weingast in 1989.

= AW W FeTfleh fmeiae o 1989 # saraw AT 3R i dgamee garr forar sram am|

They argued that effective institutions in 17th century England allowed the country to
borrow significantly more.

3ogiel dob fear T 17dY T & gaels 7 JHTdT FTATT 221 1 1T 31T 3UR ot & T@eTH
AT 2T

These institutions assured investors that Parliament could check the monarch’s
temptation to expropriate.
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o7 GEAT3T o [t 1 3meaea v i §He gaTe & IARAGT & garereT Hr S
Hohdl &1

This helped England become a global superpower.

SOy §9ds U RTw AgrIfFa a7 a2

Trump premium? &7 HfATH?

Since January, Trump’s administration has challenged many domestic institutional
norms.

ST I, CT TR & g O], HEAWTT ATAGST Y FoAlcll &1 ¢l
The administration has backed out of or undermined international agreements,
including the Paris Agreement and the World Health Organization.

TEeT o AR waAslar 3R faeg Ty ares aftd w5 AWy gAStal @ S g
3o SR fRaAT &

Announcement of reciprocal tariffs challenges the World Trade Organization’s trade
system.

TREIRe SR HT BT o fed SATR WIS HI SATIR JOTel &I ol &7 B
Normally, these actions would cause a significant rise in U.S. Treasury yields.
AT, $oT HRaTsl ¥ AR Tordt ez A Fgeaqer gafer g

But that hasn’t happened.

olfehel QT €T g3

Bond investors showed some discontent after Trump’s tariff announcement and his
remarks about Federal Reserve Chair Jerome Powell.

dies {2l # $o AT S@T 37 519 €9 o SR FY wryor $Hr 3R Fsvar Red a1
SIA gide ©) feoooft &

However, bond market movements were notable but not earth-shattering.
gTcliTeh, d1e8 TSR A godel Scalleid AT oifchel diehre arel g |

The administration softened its language or postponed policies, leading to market
recoveries.

TRITE & 3= $7TST T e foham 3 At o AT fohar, fSrae arei & e gaim|
10-year Treasury yield jumps of less than 75 basis points seem contained.
10-afr T8t ez A 75 IR 3F § A HT gofer AT oareh 1

The term premium on the 10-year Treasury note hit a 10-year high in May, but
remains low historically.

10-a9Fr &t sAte I 3rafr fiffs a #§ 7 10-a9f7 sTgaq TR @ formn, Afea efaefas
T 8 Ig 3 N FA B
Several possible explanations exist for why bond vigilantes are holding back.

18 fAIRIAFAT3T & WIS geat & oS FHTTIT HROT B |
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e First, the theory linking institutional strength and borrowing costs could be wrong.
U, HEARTT drehd 3R 34 drTa & ST G4 &I [Agyid aTed g 9adT 6|

« Ultimately, bondholders care about one thing: getting paid.
A, STeSHhI I shael Teh ol S ITATE Flcll o AT HTeed FHIT|

e The risk of a U.S. default remains low.
IANFT F RBWlee HT NTWH HH TAT 3T ¢ |

e Trump’s fiscal plans could add $3.3 t?illion to the deficit over the next decade (CBO).
2T T T ISTATT 3797l &2k & 11 7 $3.3 feforgst Siis Iy & (CBO)|

o The dollar remains the world’s reserve currency, giving the U.S. more room for fiscal
profligacy.

STt 3137 ot gfevar < amRfaYe A7em 8, Tored s & urer faredir srdeara ot 31fereh Tsirger
gl

e U.S. Treasuries are still viewed as the global risk-free asset, limiting yield spikes.
IARFY Tl 7 373t o AT INfBw-FyFa wafer AT 577 &, Tor6d Aoz Ty WA
g 8|

e The $28 trillion U.S. Treasury market is a key pillar of global finance, with no
substitute of equal size, liquidity, or depth.

$28 feforaer 3R Tordt aTeIR AfRae: fa o1 veh wog@ w97 €, TSTaehT 3, aerar ar
TETE H PS Fashed 76 8

o Therefore, investors are reluctant to flee.

gt fAaers s @ Raferar W §
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Long-awaited: EU climate chief Wopke Hoekstra addresses
the media on the 2040 climate target in Brussels. REUTERS

EU unveils overdue
target to curb green
house gas by 2040

...........................

Agence France Presse
BRUSSELS

The EU on Wednesday unveiled its long-delayed
target for cutting greenhouse gas emissions by
2040, but with contested new flexibilities built in
to win over the most sceptical member states.

After months of tough negotiations with EU
states, Brussels announced it would stick to the
objective announced last year of cutting emis-
sions by 90% by 2040, compared to 1990 levels.

The proposal comes as much of Europe roasts
in an early summer heatwave, which scientists say
are becoming more intense, frequent and wides-
pread due to human-induced climate change.

The 2040 target — which needs the sign off
from the European Union’s member states and
Parliament — is a key milestone towards the bloc’s
goal of becoming carbon neutral by 2050.

Brussels says the EU has cut climate-warming
emissions by 37% relative to 1990 but its green
agenda faces mounting pushback with a right-
ward shift and rising climate scepticism in many
European countries.

EU climate chief Wopke Hoekstra acknow-
ledged the “sensitive” debate, saying Brussels was
keeping an “ambitious” goal while being “prag-
matic and flexible on how to achieve it”.

To sway resistant capitals, the European Com-
mission proposes that from 2036, the bloc’s 27
countries can count carbon credits purchased to
finance projects outside Europe, for up to three
per cent of their emission cuts.

However, Climate groups are fiercely oppose
such a measure.
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EU unveils overdue target to curb
greenhouse gas by 2040

EU & 2040 d& A<1g13H 3 &Y 7 a1 & faw
dfed 8T HT HATaI0T fHaT

The EU on Wednesday unveiled its long-delayed target for
cutting greenhouse gas emissions by 2040, but with
contested new flexibilities built in to win over the most
sceptical member states.

EU & gUaR %Y 2040 T M3 39 3cHsI F1 F7 FI9 &
YA o FAT T dAfad &7 FT 31901 7T, AfeheT Ta
HAIIOT HEET 2 Y 7 F Fw 39 Raerag 7§ sdema=
enfAer Y 7S B

o After months of tough negotiations with EU states, Brussels
announced it would stick to the objective announced last year of
cutting emissions by 90% by 2040, compared to 1990 levels.

EU 2ot & a1 € AT T HideT a1adid & a1, g8eH of ©IYoT &t
f& a5 Rod a¥ a1 oeg ) s @9, SIEa 1990 F T T o=l
H 2040 dF 90% 3cHsieT Heldl FT T8 ¢

e The proposal comes as much of Europe roasts in an early
summer heatwave, which scientists say are becoming more
intense, frequent and widespread due to human-induced climate
change.

Ig e O THI 37T § 519 AT & JiTerehier g edy vt v qroamedt
e A Forw W 8, [ Aol Aeraafora srerarg aRadsT & HroT

31 e, IRIR 3K =3 T @

o The 2040 target — which needs the sign off from the European
Union’s member states and Parliament — is a key milestone
towards the bloc’s goal of becoming carbon neutral by 2050.

2040 FT w87 — o T W & W St 3tk wwe i Al A
GG § — 2050 T FTaeT 7Y Solol & solleh o A& T G #

U S Hiel T I B

e Brussels says the EU has cut climate-warming emissions by 37% relative to 1990,
but its green agenda faces mounting pushback with a rightward shift and rising climate
scepticism in many European countries.

FUEH 1 el ¢ foh EU o 1990 T Tofell H STdrg-aTd Scdotel 7 37% Feldt H g,
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AfeheT sHeT 5 AreTaTr &1 &S T Gt 7 gfaroTeft g7FTa 3N ol STaaryg afewerar &
HROT TaET T HTHAT T I3 T&T B

 EU climate chief Wopke Hoekstra acknowledged the “sensitive” debate, saying
Brussels was keeping an “ambitious” goal while being “pragmatic and flexible on
how to achieve it”.

EU & STelarg 937 aiqeh gareel o “Hagareller” 88 l TR fohar AR et foh siew
“HgearaRia” H&waﬂwwﬁysﬁaﬁﬁaﬂﬁaﬂﬂ?ﬁ SATagTR e 3R o=iren o<1 g3
gl

e To sway resistant capitals, the European Commission proposes that from 2036, the
bloc’s 27 countries can count carbon credits purchased to finance projects outside
Europe, for up to three per cent of their emission cuts.

el Trerenforat st FAe o forw, Ry 3T SeTa e & Toh 2036 & sellen o 27 3,
T & a1eT IRAIS3 & fAaaiyor & fow e v Freer FEew it 396l 3caote Heldr
& ofter wferera ok et Fhet &

e« However, Climate groups are fiercely oppose such a measure.

gTelifeh, STeraTyg WHg TH 39T T &gl T A @ L |
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