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1. Raziyya Sultan, Nur Jehan dropped from new Class 8 history
textbook
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Cultural celebration: The annual Aanayoottu (elephant feeding) ceremony held on the first day of Karkkidakam, the last month of the
Malayalam calendar, at the Vadakkunnathan Temple in Thrissur on Thursday. K.K. NAJEEB
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Maitri Porecha
NEW DELHI

Influential women icons
Raziyya Sultan, who once
ruled the Delhi Sultanate,
and Nur Jehan, from the
Mughal era, have been
omitted from the new
Class 8 National Council of
Educational Research and
Training (NCERT) social
science textbook intro-
duced from the current
academic year (2025-26).

While students earlier
learnt about the Delhi Sul-
tanate and the Mughals in
Class 7, the new Class 7
textbook culminate before
the 12th century timeline.
This content has now been
included in part one of the
new Class 8 textbook.

In the older textbook,
two chapters — one on the
Delhi Sultanate and anoth-
er on the Mughals — were
taught in the Class 7 book
Our Pasts - II. It had a sec-
tion dedicated to the story

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

New textbooks follow

the philosophy of
National Education
Policy, says official

of Raziyya Sultan, daught-
er of Sultan Iltutmish. A si-
milar chapter in the new
Class 8 textbook omits her
mention. In the old book,
Raziyya, who became the
ruler (Sultan) in 1236 and
continued her reign till
1240, had been described
as more “able” and “quali-
fied” than all her brothers.

The new Class 8 text-
book that features the Del-
hi Sultanate and the Mugh-
als in chapter two,
Reshaping India’s Political
Map, does not mention
any women ruler or queen
of the time. For instance, it
also omits the mention of
Emperor Jahangir’s wife
Nur Jehan, who in the old
textbook had been re-
ferred to as having “in-

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

fluence in  Jahangir’s
court”. The old textbook
also stated that silver coins
were “struck in the name
of the Queen Begum Nur
Jehan” and seals were is-
sued in her name. Messag-
es inscribed on the seals
granted her the status of an
equal to Emperor Jahangir,
the book said.

In the chapter on Mugh-
als in the new textbook, re-
ferences to Rani Durgavati,
queen of Garha Kingdom,
one of the Gond kingdoms
in central India, have been
freshly added. It mentions
that she “led her troops
and fought bravely”,
against Mughal Emperor
Akbar’s attempts to attack
her kingdom in 1564.

In chapter three, The
Rise of the Marathas, a sec-
tion titled “Mighty Maratha
Women”, mentions Tara-
bai as a “fearless warrior
queen”, who resisted Em-
peror Aurangzeb’s expan-
sion efforts. She has been

called “the architect of the

northward Maratha expan-

sion”.

Michel Danino, NCERT’s
Curricular Area Group
head for social science
textbooks, told The Hindu
that a section on Begum
Hazrat Mahal of Awadh
had been included in chap-
ter four - The Colonial Era
in India. She has been
called a “heroine”, who
joined “the rebels during
the 1857 uprising.”

No mention of Tipu
References to Mysore ruler
Tipu Sultan and his prede-
cessor Haidar Ali have
been removed. “It is im-
portant to understand that
the new textbooks are not
modelled on the old ones
because the new books fol-
low the new educational
philosophy of the National
Education Policy 2020 and
the National Curriculum
Framework 2023,” Mr. Da-
nino said.

Raziyya Sultan, Nur Jehan dropped from new Class 8 history

textbook

BT 8 P! 78 e F UreaqEd® A IRMAT e 3R oIl B

ERLRIR

e Raziyya Sultan, the first and only woman ruler of the Delhi Sultanate, and Nur Jehan, the
powerful consort of Mughal emperor Jahangir, have been excluded from the new NCERT
Class 8 social science textbook introduced for the 2025-26 academic year.

feeeht Weama @1 uget 3R T Afgen e I Year 3R {Te wHTe SRR $1
TIfFIRITet Uelt ROT8T B 2025-26 & AT TIHISIARE! HET 8 AMTOIS fA9= $t Ureaqea®d

A ger fear mn g1

e Previously, Class 7 textbooks included chapters on both the Delhi Sultanate and the
Mughals, featuring Raziyya as more “able and qualified” than her brothers, and Nur Jehan as
an influential political figure.
U HET 7 Bt [aDi 1 faee! Tea-ia SR T AHTd R S 3, s fomn & sa
Y3t 9§ 3ifie "ag 3NR WEH FaTaT T AT, 3R RSTeT bl T THTARITel! IeTifae gt &
U T U T T T

e The new Class 7 book ends before the 12th century, pushing Delhi Sultanate and Mughal
content into Class 8, where no mention of any woman ruler or queen is made in Chapter 2:
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Reshaping India’s Political Map.

% e 7 @1 frare 124 9 & v T 8 e 8, o Rt eamia ofik gt
HefId Al 1 wem 8 W TITTARd R faan WA 8, A s 2 (WRA &1 Ieifa®
=) # fft +ft wfeen wre #1 Sedia TET 3
e Nur Jehan’s contributions such as her court influence, issuance of seals in her name, and
silver coins minted bearing her identity, have all been removed from the revised content.
Tl B SUATKAT o GRAR W YUTE, IP A1 Pt ggy, 3R =it & Ry o 371 A1
TR SR} fT ¢ &, ¢ yreusH 9 g feg e |
e However, new additions include:
o Rani Durgavati, who led her troops against Akbar’s invasion in 1564.
I g, 5 1564 W 3[@aR & IATHHUT BT TG A olaal fbar|
o Tarabai, noted as a “fearless warrior queen”, and described as the “architect of the
northward Maratha expansion”.

gmméﬁl%ﬁ%ﬁ:ﬂﬁ 3R “HRTST IwRad! [ &1 RIeudR S/ T
|

e Chapter 4 also adds Begum Hazrat Mahal of Awadh, termed as a “heroine” of the 1857
revolt.
AT 4 & 3qY Pt T goRd Hed S A fvar 11 8, 8 1857 F fagie &t “dRivrn-
FHEI T B

e In contrast, references to Tipu Sultan and his father Haidar Ali have also been removed
entirely.
9% fauid, Y Fear 3R I7Td a1 8 Srelt &1 HIs Seai@ a1 fbar 1T 8|

e Michel Danino, NCERT's curriculum head for social science, defended the revisions, saying
the new textbooks are based on the NEP 2020 and National Curriculum Framework
2023, not on older formats.
TS SRE & Arfore fag ureasy ug firkia ST A 37 uRad+! &1 9919 H-d gu
el b 78 Ureugeas g Riam Hfa 2020 3R It ureT=af aem 2023 W snuRa @, A
% A UEu W

To watch an in-depth discussion on the topic, click on the YouTube
link below: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

For regular updates on UPSC and PCS preparation, join our
Telegram Channel:_https://t.me/patrioticlAS

18_07_ 2025 DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper lI: Polity, Governance,And International
Relations)

1. Russian oil: India calls out ‘double standards’
Al dd: HIRA A "glg AU’ 3 gt ot
2. Ahmedabad sparkles as the cleanest big city in India
SEHGITIG HRd BT JaH ¥ 981 JeR a1
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3.  Glitches in Poshan app hinders beneficiaries’ registration in
Haryana
givarom # viyur By § rsafgal @ aryidal & usieor A arur
4. CARA directs State adoption agencies to intensify counselling
CARA 7 T g & arelt TR &1 IRTa=f 4a1g o &34 31
fordw faan
5. NHRC seeks report on Haryana gang rape
TATTSRYT A gRAvm 9t TR avd W Raid A
6. Nurse case: India in touch with ‘friendly governments’
T AT WRA i ORI & Hud §
7. Scrap digital attendance system for MGNREGS workers, says
Congress

TR HeigRl & forg feforea sufyfa gurmredt &1 wet fosar wire:
8. PAC flags high failure rate of Aadhaar biometric verification,
seeks review

et A YR IrAfe® I ot 3w fawadr g ot 3
s2RT foban, aften @t wiv &1
9. SCreverses its judgment, grants custody of ‘anxious’ child to
mother

e H1E A 31 Ber uder, ‘Rifod 9= o st wi o &t
10. The parameters of ‘success’ in Bihar’s poll roll revision

fogrR o gacrar gt @My § wdadr & dHcs
11. Middle Ground

qe qrf

12. Should Political Leaders Retire at 75?

T I A3 B 75 99 Bt Y | "aT-g< g1 ST

Q2
13. French military leaves Senegal, ending a 65-year troop
presence

BRI T ATl | IGTHT, 65 HTe R A= SRR quTS

14. U.K., Germany sign friendship treaty, deepening ties amid
threats

faes o oot = #5 IfYr R swaeR fpe, @Rl & & dey
3R T8Y ¢
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Russian oil: India calls out ‘double standards’

Centre responds to U.S. Bill seeking to impose
duties on India and others buying Russian oil

iGS Paper |
Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

ndia has cautioned
luguinst “double stan-

dards”, even as U.S.
lawmakers consider a Bill
that would impose 500%
duties on India and other
countries buying Russian
oil.

The Ministry of External
Affairs’s (MEA) comments
comes after indications
that U.S. President Donald
Trump is backing the Rus-
sian Sanctions Act, 2025,
introduced by Republican
Senator Lindsey Graham,
and threat of secondary ta-
riffs of 100% on countries
that continue trade on
sanctioned Russian pro-
ducts.

On Wednesday, NATO
Secretary-General ~ Mark
Rutte, who met with Mr.
Trump and members of
the U.S. Congress, also is-

sued a threat, in particular
to China, India, and Brazil,
who are among the top
buyers of Russian crude
oil, oil products, and coal.
“Beijing and Delhi” should
push Russian President
Vladimir Putin towards
ending the war in Ukraine,
or face tariffs, the chief of
the military alliance said.

Responding to ques-
tions on the issue on
Thursday, the MEA said it
was following the develop-
ments closely.

‘Diverse sources’
“Securing the energy
needs of our people is un-
derstandably an overriding
priority for us. In this en-
deavour, we are guided by
what is there on offer in the
markets, as also by the pre-
vailing global circumstanc-
es,” MEA spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said.

“We would particularly

NATO Secretary-General Mark Rutte also issued
athreat, in particular to China, India, and Brazil

Strong stand

The ‘Sanctioning Russia Act of 2025', expected
to be introduced in U.S. Cangress in August,

mandates 500% duties on goods and services
from countries buying Russian oil

What the NATO chief said

® India, China, and Brazil
should tell Viadimir Putin
to be serious about

peace talks with Ukraine

= Continuing to do business.
with Russia will ‘slam back’
on these countries

= The secondary sanctions
by U.S. will hit these
countries ‘very hard’

caution against any double
standards on the matter,”
he added.

At an industry event in
Delhi on Thursday, Union
Petroleum Minister Har-
deep Puri said that India
would “deal” with sanc-
tions when they are
passed, pointing out that

O

e

Centre’s
response

® Securing energy needs is
an ‘overriding priority’ for the
government

uIndia is guided by what markets
offer and global circumstances

= Maintain caution against
double standards on the matter

India has diversified its
supply sources, buying oil
from about 40 countries
now, as opposed to 27 in
the past.

However, despite re-
quests from Tehran, India
has not so far reversed a
decision taken under pres-
sure from the first Trump

administration in 2017, to
stop all oil imports from
Iran.

However, while Russia
sells about half its oil ex-
ports to China, and about
38% to India (as of Febru-
ary 2025), it exports only
about 6% to the EU
countries,

The latest comments
from the government
come as lawmakers in the
U.S. prepare to go forward
with the Russian Sanctions
Act, 2025 that has been in-
troduced in the House and
Senate, with 87 and 84 co-
sponsors respectively, cut-
ting across party lines.

Section 17 of the Act pro-
poses to impose 500% ad
valorem duties on coun-

er “oil, uranium, natural

gas, petroleum produects,
or petrochemical products
that originated in the Rus-
sian Federation”.

Russian oil: India calls out ‘double standards’

T de: YR A 'Y ATUC S’ &1 fHigr &t

India cautioned against “double standards”...

YRA A “S9d K es” & e Adra-t ...

In Washington on July 2,
External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar had confirmed
that India’s “concerns”
about the Bill and “inter-
ests in energy security”
had been conveyed to Mr.
Graham who, along with
Democrat Senator Richard
Blumenthal, is sponsoring
the Bill.

Mr. Graham has said
that he believes Mr. Trump
supports the law which
would give him the power
to waive the duties for a pe-
riod of six months. Howev-
er, the Republican lawmak-
er has urged the US.
President to impose the
sanctions earlier than the
50-day deadline proposed

“Talks on trade, tariffs
Amidst intense negotia-
tions over tariffs, as well as
market access to India,
particularly in the areas of

Union Petroleum Minister Hardeep Puri says India
would ‘deal” with sanctions when they are passed

agriculture, dairy and ge-
netically modified pro-
duce, New Delhi has also
been coordinating with the
U.S. government about the
deportation of Indians ille-
gally resident in the U.S.

On Thursday, Mr. Jais-
wal said that 1,563 Indian
nationals have been de-
ported in the first six
months of Mr. Trump’s se-
cond tenure, from January
20 to July 15 this year.

According to ICE statis-
tics, 1,529 immigration vio-
lators were deported in all
0f 2024, and far less than in
the three preceding years.
After protests in India over
the first few batches of de-
portees being handcuffed
and shackled on board mil-
itary flights in February
this year, the U.S. agreed to
send Indians back by com-
mercially chartered flights,
including as recently as last
week.

India has cautioned against “double standards”, even as U.S. lawmakers consider a Bill that
would impose 500% duties on India and other countries buying Russian oil.
YRA 7 ST RS & AT Jara-i &t 5, Sl SRkt & v S a2, for s wRd +f
TS B, TR 500% Yeob T a1l foel R faeR o7 @ § o &1 det @died &
The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA)'s comments come after indications that U.S.

President Donald Trump is backing the Russian Sanctions Act, 2025, introduced by

Republican Senator Lindsey Graham, and threat of secondary tariffs of 100% on countries
that continue trade on sanctioned Russian products.

Ig fewuh faewr Hare ot 3R A I 318 § ofd Yobd il fb smiReT &
Rufsterd dex fiisd UTed gRT U2 “IRMA- A=Y Tae, 2025” ST JH

SIS TH,
W?%%S?Igw

100% fiae gowb &1 Al < @ € 3 < 1 o wferaifre Tt Femel &1 SR W

gl

On Wednesday, NATO Secretary-General Mark Rutte, who met with Mr. Trump and
members of the U.S. Congress, also issued a threat, in particular to China, India, and Brazil,
who are among the top buyers of Russian crude oil, oil products, and coal.

YIR I, NATO HENITud HTdh ¥, ST gH 3R SAR®! Y Jaw ¥ fid, A iRy &9 9
A, YR 3R ot &I IaraHt <, o T = a9, dd STl 3R HHaa & MY TR §

I3

"Beijing and Delhi” should push Russian President Vladimir Putin towards ending the war in
Ukraine, or face tariffs, the chief of the military alliance said.
A TSeY T A $al [P dffoiT ofiR fyeedt 1 w3 Iyufa srfedR gfe R goh= 4 g
DI THTE B & (AU G STAHT AN, =TT Y[ S sl |
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e Responding to questions on the issue on Thursday, the MEA said it was following the
developments closely.

;@rg%mmﬁmﬁ%mﬁﬁém%ﬁwﬁﬁagmaﬁmﬁaﬁm
|

‘Diverse sources’

Rafas s

o "Securing the energy needs of our people is understandably an overriding priority for
us. In this endeavour, we are guided by what is there on offer in the markets, as also
by the prevailing global circumstances,” MEA spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said.

FUR AN Bt Sl SMaIH a3 B GRIda AT gaR! Jard yufiear 8139
T H, 59 SO @1 Suersydr 3R dfyes afvfRuforat g1 AdRia 8, fadwr #amer
yaa IER Staare A $a11
o "We would particularly caution against any double standards on the matter,” he
added.
&1 39 T | 5l off sea W & e oy &u & 9adk w1, 39 SieTl
e At an industry event in Delhi on Thursday, Union Petroleum Minister Hardeep Puri said that
India would “deal” with sanctions when they are passed, pointing out that India has diversified
its supply sources, buying oil from about 40 countries now, as opposed to 27 in the past.
THaR ! faeel! & T I e | P Ueiferm HHt gediv Uit 3 el i URa “wfaae
& frge 519 9 T 81 SEH, I8 SR #xd gU fob YR = Sru+it Syt il 1 fafaftra fasar
8, 31F WU 40 3N T 7 Wiedl 8, Safd gd & g T 27 At

o However, despite requests from Tehran, India has not so far reversed a decision taken under
pressure from the first Trump administration in 2017, to stop all oil imports from Iran.
gIdlifoh, M o SR & d1de[g, HRd = 3§ do 2017 F Ugd U YR & ga1d § forg e
W A Wt a9 3maTd 5 HRA & 0T Bl a1 g o g1

o However, while Russia sells about half its oil exports to China, and about 38% to India (as of
February 2025), it exports only about 6% to the EU countries.

BTy, T -t 9 Fafa &1 U 3muT 919 &1 991 §, 3R T 38% YR Bi (BRas!
2025 %), STaid U8 Had 6% U Y (EU) M P! fafd Har g1

e The latest comments from the government come as lawmakers in the U.S. prepare to go
forward with the Russian Sanctions Act, 2025 that has been introduced in the House and
Senate, with 87 and 84 cosponsors respectively, cutting across party lines.
PR $I FdaH WO 79 oS § o9 SARD! Fiag IR AR Tae, 2025” BT 3R
oM DI IR IR @ 8, o) vl wur oik e & wuer: 87 3R 84 Tg-URiSTo! A U= fora
2, o ft gl 1 UR FRaAT R

e Section 17 of the Act proposes to impose 500% ad valorem duties on countries that buy, sell
or transfer “oil, uranium, natural gas, petroleum products, or petrochemical products
that originated in the Russian Federation.”

9 AT B URT 17 TRATAd Hall § 3 <=0 IR 500% TS d@RH b A 1 off “dd,
grfraH, Urpfae A9, UgHraw ITgl, a1 Ui fied TGl $T AMUR Hd § off T4 99
T 34 gUI

e In Washington on July 2, External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar had confirmed that India’s
“concerns” about the Bill and “interests in energy security” had been conveyed to Mr.
Graham who, along with Democrat Senator Richard Blumenthal, is sponsoring the Bill.
qIRATeH B 2 Farg & faew Tt s. SaRie? 3 g @ i yRd &1 “foa & ar | fRang sk
Solt gReqm o fa- oft wrew &1 Samn o1, S SHhe WHex Ras sgiaya $ Iy sa faa &
UeS 3 |

e Mr. Graham has said that he believes Mr. Trump supports the law which would give him the
power to waive the duties for a period of six months. However, the Republican lawmaker has
urged the U.S. President to impose the sanctions earlier than the 50-day deadline proposed
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at present.

ot ITeW 7 FET % 3¢ Ay B b ot o 39 ST &1 I vd §, o 3% B8 WeA & o
[P 1% B B QS &I FTelifop, 39 Rufsdtiar wiwg = ST & Ayufd J 3rg fbar g i
3 gaa H vRatfad 50-fF &1 gug Fan @ wied) ufade arp a1 |

Talks on trade, tariffs

IR, Y[eh W FIadid

Amidst intense negotiations over tariffs, as well as market access to India, particularly
in the areas of agriculture, dairy and genetically modified produce, New Delhi has
also been coordinating with the U.S. government about the deportation of Indians
illegally resident in the U.S.

Yo SR iRy wu & iy, 3a vd Sgaifte v & yRafda Swmel & a3 o
YR ! IR UET &I AR SIRGR dddid & i, 73 faeelt ray U & sifiver d
fFrarRa uRd & fFata o o ff ofife! WeR & 9090 FR @ 5

On Thursday, Mr. Jaiswal said that 1,563 Indian nationals have been deported in the
first six months of Mr. Trump’s second tenure, from January 20 to July 15 this
year.

THAR &1 S AaTe 2 F8T P 1,563 YR AN &I 59 I 20 S-&< & 15 JaATS
T, T Pt gl FRISTA P Ugelt 38 eIl & Faifyd fosar man g1

According to ICE statistics, 1,529 immigration violators were deported in all of
2024, and far less than in the three preceding years.

ICE 3fidhel & SR, TX 2024 F 1,529 3ATao Iecia-dvd! (Haid oy g, St s
&4 auf ot ga1 & sgd FH B

After protests in India over the first few batches of deportees being handcuffed and
shackled on board military flights in February this year, the U.S. agreed to send
Indians back by commercially chartered flights, including as recently as last week.
9 T¢ BRad! H Ugd 36 AR & gsa®w R A) givd? A= fau # Sa1e o
R YRA § FaRad faR1Y §afl, a9 SMARGT - raariis arés faui gRI YR &
oY WM R FgHfd &, o s et o T gan
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GS Governance

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

Ahmedabad was named
the cleanest big city in In-
dia, followed by Bhopal
and Lucknow, in the
Centre’s annual “Swachh

Survekshan” cleanliness
survey.
Indore, Surat, Navi

Mumbai, and Vijayawada
were among 23 cities that
entered the newly intro-
duced “Super Swachh
League”, which recognises
sustained excellence in
cleanliness among cities,
in the “million-plus popu-
lation” category.

President Droupadi
Murmu gave away the
“Swachh Survekshan 2024-
25” awards to the winners
on Thursday.

Noida, Chandigarh, and
Mysore, among others, en-
tered the league in the “3
to 10 lakh population” ca-

Pristine
places

The ‘Swachh Shahar’, or Clean City category,
was introduced this year to promote new. cities in the
cleanliness rankings

Million-plus cities
(More that 10 lakh
population)

= Ahmedabad (Gujarat)

® Bhopal

(Madhya Pradesh)

= Lucknow

(Uttar Pradesh)

Big cities (3 lakh-10
lakh population)

= Bilaspur
(Chhattisgarh)

® Jamshedpur

(Jharkhand)

Medium cities
(50,000-3 lakh
population)

B Dewas
(Mzdhya Pradesh)
® Karhad

Small cities (20,000-
50,000 population)
® Panaji (Goa)

® Aska (Odisha)

® Kumhari {Chhattisgarh]  Ji8
Very small cities(Les‘% ¢
than 20,000 populatior

= Bilha (Chhattisgarh

® Mira-Bhayandar
(Maharashtrz)

tegory while New Delhi
made the cut in the
“50,000 to 3 lakh popula-
tion” category of the
league.

In order to promote
new cities in the cleanli-
ness rankings, this year’s
awards introduced the
“Swachh Shahar”, or Clean
City category, in which Ah-

(Maharashtra)
® Karnal (Haryana)

(Uttar Pradesh)

medabad, Bhopal, and
Lucknow secured top
three positions in the list of

cities with a population of
more than 10 lakh. In the
“3-10 lakh population”
group, Mira-Bhayandar of
Maharashtra topped the
list, followed by Bilaspur
(Madhya Pradesh) and
Jamshedpur (Jharkhand).

The award for the “Best
Ganga Town” was given to
Prayagraj, while Secunde-
rabad Cantonment was ho-
noured as the Best Canton-
ment Board for its
exemplary sanitation ef-
forts. Visakhapatnam, Ja-
balpur, and Gorakhpur
were declared “Best Saifai-
Mitra Surakshit Shehar”

for their outstanding com-
mitment to the safety and
dignity of sanitation work-
ers.

The Uttar Pradesh go-
vernment, Prayagraj Mela
Authority and Prayagraj
Municipal ~ Corporation
were recognised for their
exceptional urban waste
management during the
Maha Kumbh, the world’s
largest religious congrega-
tion, which witnessed an
estimated footfall of 66
crore earlier this year.

The 3R approach

Under this year’s format,
smaller cities found a level
playing ground with big ci-
ties in the survey, the go-
vernment said.

Also, following the “One
City, One Award” princi-
ple, the top-performing ci-
ties from each State were
recognised as “Promising
Swachh Shehars” (Promis-

Ahmedabad sparkles as the cleanest big city in India

Swachh Survekshan 2024-25 Awards

TS TAEIUT 2024-25 RRBR

ing Clean Cities). A total of
34 cities across various
States and Union Territo-
ries earned this distinc-
tion, showcasing their not-
able progress in urban
cleanliness and sanitation
excellence.

President Murmu com-
plimented the Union Hous-
ing and Urban Affairs Mi-
nistry for promoting the
“Reduce, Reuse, Recycle”
(3R) approach and com-
mended the waste-to-
wealth memento present-
ed to her.

“Waste is best” is the
mantra and it gives
strength to “circularity in
economy”, she added.

According to the govern-
ment, 14 crore people par-
ticipated in the survey
through face-to-face inte-
ractions, the Swachhata
App, MyGov and social me-
dia platforms in over 4,500
cities.

¢ Ahmedabad was named the cleanest big city in India, followed by Bhopal and Lucknow, in

the Centre’s annua

Iu

Swachh Survekshan” cleanliness survey.

YRA T Yo WD TS WMEX & T H gHEIETG P! IAT T, 3P d18 HIUTA 3R TS B
R @1, Sl & g WPR & e a5 A& T3l Jaaum 1 3= o
¢ Indore, Surat, Navi Mumbai, and Vijayawada were among 23 cities that entered the newly
introduced “Super Swachh League”, which recognises sustained excellence in cleanliness
among cities, in the “million-plus population” category.

3SR, 9, qﬁgﬁ%@ﬁ?ﬁmwzs TR | M & f8A “Jur @ | & uaw
T3, Sl fos 10 9@ | i SHE@HT aTel WER! | TR SopE Weddl UG &I J=Idl Gl

2l

e President Droupadi Murmu gave away the “Swachh Survekshan 2024-25" awards to the
winners on Thursday.

Pl Sl T 7 EaR P TS TA&IUT 2024-25" [RIBR faoidrsdt o1 gaH fHul

¢ Noida, Chandigarh, and Mysore, among others, entered the league in the “3 to 10 lakh
population” category while New Delhi made the cut in the “50,000 to 3 lakh population”
category of the league.
ATsT, TEE SR AYR O TERT A 3 |/ 10 ARG SE®T Avft § & H vaw fhar, wafe 78
faeett 3 50,000 | 3 WG SEEAT A0 H R UM

e In order to promote new cities in the cleanliness rankings, this year's awards introduced the

“Swachh Shahar”

TaS Al BT

, or Clean City category, in which Ahmedabad, Bhopal, and Lucknow
secured top three positions in the list of cities with a population of more than 10 lakh.

T U TR B FeTdT 37 & o, 39 I “Taws e AT R Bt T8, o
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e Inthe “3-10 lakh population” group, Mira-Bhayandar of Maharashtra topped the list,
followed by Bilaspur (Madhya Pradesh) and Jamshedpur (Jharkhand).

3-10 TG ST Tg § HERTY BT HRT- UG it 7 < R g1, 59 a1 faeragR (e
TR 3R TR (FRES) FHT ™I &

e The award for the “Best Ganga Town"” was given to Prayagraj, while Secunderabad
Cantonment was honoured as the Best Cantonment Board for its exemplary sanitation
efforts.

“TAYY T X" 1 REHR YATRTS D! e, Safes RidperTare Sra-l &1 Ipy a5l
WAl & o wd9g BT 1S & w0 H FrEId b T

e Visakhapatnam, Jabalpur, and Gorakhpur were declared “Best SaifaiMitra Surakshit
Shehar” for their outstanding commitment to the safety and dignity of sanitation
workers.

fa=mETUET, SeaqR SR TREYR &) o1 sl @ JRam 3R e & ufd 3w
ufdagar & e “ave TS R JRidm 2rex it foar man

e The Uttar Pradesh government, Prayagraj Mela Authority, and Prayagraj Municipal
Corporation were recognised for their exceptional urban waste management during the
Maha Kumbh, the world’s largest religious congregation, which witnessed an estimated
footfall of 66 crore earlier this year.

IR VSR IRPR, TIFRTS AT WITIHR0T 3R TARRS R 0 &1 39 a9 31 Lo &
TSI 66 HRIS B AT Wis arat fay F Te 98 Uil e weTH Yy & SR
E HURT UG | SETURYT AT o fore wnf+ia fopam |

The 3R approach

3R TP

e Under this year's format, smaller cities found a level playing ground with big cities in the
survey, the government said.
WHR 3 I 3 50 99 & TR F dgd BIe e &1 1 93 WeR) & qu SR e

e Also, following the “One City, One Award” principle, the top-performing cities from each
State were recognised as “Promising Swachh Shehars” (Promising Clean Cities).
1Y &, TP e, TP WEPR” NGl & dgd, D I & TAAY USRI B aTdt =8} ol
“YIFIRIT TS e~ & U H A1 al T3 |

e A total of 34 cities across various States and Union Territories earned this distinction,
showcasing their notable progress in urban cleanliness and sanitation excellence.
fafier Ireat 3R g MR TSR & Pl 34 XER) B! g I ek, Rl wredt wawsar ik
IPT TBTS ATRIT T I Wfa foars |

e President Murmu complimented the Union Housing and Urban Affairs Ministry for
promoting the “Reduce, Reuse, Recycle” (3R) approach and commended the waste-to-
wealth memento presented to her.

Pl G 3 HE 1A 3R G ARl & HATAI B HH B, T: STINT B,
%ﬂ%fgmﬁ%k) @Wﬁméﬁ$ﬁﬂmﬁvﬁm%ﬁmﬁuﬁaﬁam
TR B

e “Waste is best” is the mantra and it gives strength to “circularity in economy”, she added.

I2I B b “aRe T I~ H7 § 3R g “Irdouawyn § uRumdr” &) 9d ad1 gl
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e According to the government, 14 crore people participated in the survey through face-to-
face interactions, the Swachhata App, MyGov, and social media platforms in over 4,500
cities.

WEHR &P

U, AIETE

.14 BRS AN 3 39 aeor 7 YT o, S fos Are=r-I=T arasi, Wssdl
Trere Hifsar wewid & Ared J 4,500 9 31U gy | fovar man|

Glitches in Poshan app hinders beneficiaries’ registration in Haryana

fesecsamsnansanssnnsnansnns

‘GS II: Government Scheme :

Ashid Butani™ """~~~
ROHTAK

After completing her pre-
school duty, Usha Rani, a
47-year-old anganwadi
worker, walked through
the winding alleys of Ma-
rodhi Jattan village in Roh-
tak, Haryana, to meet her
assigned beneficiaries - se-
ven pregnant women and
three lactating mothers -
and get them registered on
the Poshan Tracker app for
availing dietary benefits.
The facial recognition of
her beneficiaries at the
app, made mandatory by
the Centre since July 1, has
been pending. Ms. Rani
tried numerous times to
get them registered, but an
‘error’ message popped up
every time. The anganwadi
worker apologised to the
beneficiaries for the incon-
venience and told them

An anganwadi worker trying to register a beneficiary on the mobile
app at Marodhi Jattan village in Rohtak. SHIVKUMAR PUSHPAKAR

she would try to get them
registered soon so that
they can avail themselves
of the take-home ration
and other benefits.

The Union Ministry of
Women and Child Deve-
lopment has directed an-
ganwadi workers to com-
plete the authentication of
beneficiaries, which in-

cludes facial recognition
and Aadhaar e-KYC on the
Poshan Tracker app. The
initiative is for monitoring
the implementation of
Poshan Abhiyaan, a health
scheme to improve the nu-
trition parameters in chil-
dren and women.

The Ministry has also or-
dered registration of all be-

neficiary children through
their guardians’ or pa-
rents’ Aadhaar cards on
the app.

Under the scheme, an-
ganwadi workers and hel-
pers are tasked to provide
supplementary nutrition
for infants, lactating and
pregnant mothers, pre-
school education, health
check-ups and immunisa-
tion for children up to six
years.

Ms. Rani said getting the
beneficiaries registered on
the app is not as easy as it
seems. She mentioned that
in some cases, the app fails
to register the women be-
neficiary’s face. Moreover,
there are a few cases of ty-
pos in the beneficiary’s
name in the Aadhaar card,
which the app is not
accepting.

Another anganwadi
worker, Sushila, 44, who

does not know how to op-
erate a smartphone and
takes the help of her
daughter, Monika, 22, said
poor or lack of internet
connectivity at some plac-
es and at times, technical
glitches in the app, are the
other hurdles.

“In one case, we tried
for more than 30 minutes
to get the facial recognition
of the beneficiary regis-
tered. We tried multiple
angles and locations, but in
vain,” said Ms. Sushila.

A pregnant woman in
the village, who did not
wish to be named, said,
“My husband has lost his
mobile phone, and my
Aadhaar card was linked to
his number, as I do not
have a phone. To register
on the Poshan app, my
husband’s number must be
active. I have stopped re-
ceiving the dietary supple-

ments as I am not regis-
tered on the app.”

Digital divide

While the Ministry has
maintained that integrat-
ing technology into its pro-
grammes ensures that be-
nefits reach the last mile
swiftly and transparently,
the beneficiaries argue that
digitisation has only in-
creased their problems.

According to ‘Compre-
hensive Modular Survey:
Telecom 2025 by the Mi-
nistry of Statistics and Pro-
gramme Implementation,
against 94% men in rural
Haryana, 74.2% of women
have access to a mobile
phone.

Ms. Rani said she wants
to keep up with digitisa-
tion, but anganwadi work-
ers have not received any
specific training for this

purpose.

Glitches in Poshan app hinders benelciaries’ registration in Haryana
gfvamom # uivur AU | rsafsal @ arvfdal & dsiiewor A aren

e After completing her preschool duty, Usha Rani, a 47-year-old anganwadi worker, walked
through the winding alleys of Marodhi Jattan village in Rohtak, Haryana, to meet her
assigned beneficiaries — seven pregnant women and three lactating mothers — and get
them registered on the Poshan Tracker app for availing dietary benefits.

T B F T13, 47 Tffg riv=arS

Hrdwdl IuT I A F Agas ora

AR I .

F RIS Sigi Mia $t A 7 oo gra miadt 8ik i T e arelt emunfRia @

e 3R 3% Tiyur ¢ AU WR Uefipd weA T |
e The facial recognition, made mandatory by the Centre since July 1, kept failing with

repeated ‘error’ messages.

émﬁ%maﬁaﬁaﬂnﬁﬁwmm-m Ffe T feama fawa 8 7@
|

e Ms. Rani apologized to the beneficiaries and promised to try again so they could get take-
home ration and other benefits.

ST YT 7 AT | A1t w9t ok sy fan i a8 Qe v 3t aife 37 W)
& ST el IR 3R o AT i Wb

e The Union Ministry of Women and Child Development has directed anganwadi workers to
complete facial recognition and Aadhaar e-KYC on the Poshan Tracker app.
wfgdr vd are faery vared A SiFars! srdwals #f fivor da U0 R by R
IR STYR $-HargHl R B & e R 2|

e The initiative is to monitor Poshan Abhiyaan, aimed at improving nutrition in children and
women.
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e Registration of all beneficiary children is also mandated using parents’ or guardians’
Aadhaar cards.
|t arurff =t o1 dsfieRor Arar-fer ar SfHuae & STUR 18§ S Sifard g1

e Under the scheme, anganwadi workers provide supplementary nutrition, preschool
education, health check-ups, and immunisation for children up to 6 years.
TGS & q6d ATt Prdchal B A1 a9 S el Bl ¥ GI9ol, gd-faemea fRra,
WY 9 3R ASTHRT ST HRIA & |

e Ms. Rani said technical issues such as the app failing to detect faces or rejecting due to name
mismatches in Aadhaar make registration difficult.
ST I 7 Far i a@-iie!r Gansi o AR 3t uga e gH1 a1 SMYR $18 § 9
3t Ffedi & HRUT VY USHHRor A81 B vl

e Another worker, Sushila, 44, depends on her daughter Monika, 22, as she cannot operate a
smartphone.
44 9T SfFTaTS! HTdHal AT B WIEHIF AT TATT 31T, AT a8 U=t ot
AfPT (22 a¥) Pt Weg AA 7

e Sushila also reported poor internet connectivity and frequent app glitches.

gﬂm#wﬁﬁzaﬁ%ﬁﬁsﬁ?ﬁqﬁm-manwaﬁﬁmaﬁaﬁﬁwm
|

www.patrioticias.in

e “In one case, we tried for more than 30 minutes using multiple angles and locations, but
facial recognition still failed,” she said.
TP AHA | 594 30 e 9 e T9Y a9 o8 SIU 3R RIFT & W fFar afe= agw
g &1 U, gRitar A sl

e A pregnant woman said she stopped receiving dietary supplements because her Aadhaar
was linked to her husband'’s lost phone, and she has no phone of her own.

e Mifadt wfgar A garar i IS YR I9F ufd & WY g BiF A i 3, iR 39&
U Ge $T B T8 8, 39 SRUI 98 VY W Yol 11 81 wabt 3R viwor waieh @y frasn
g g1

+ Digital divide: While the Ministry claims technology improves transparency and delivery,
beneficiaries argue digitisation has increased their problems.
fSforea @rs: Sigt Hared &1 gran ¢ % aa-iie ureRiar ik Jar ugy d gUR @it €, a8t
ATyl @1 e ¢ o fEforedhiaor A 39 guw 9er &t g1

e As per '‘Comprehensive Modular Survey: Telecom 2025, 74.2% of rural women in Haryana
have mobile access, compared to 94% of men.

BB AISYAR Td: CAIBIH 2025' & SR, g & urior &= o 74.2% Afgersi
F U MA1Sd ¢, Siafe YUl # ug AihST 94% ¢l

e Ms. Rani expressed willingness to adopt digitisation but said no specific training has been
provided to anganwadi workers.

3I9T I A Feforediavo &1 =M &) 5371 51, Afe= we1 f siivars) srfeataen &t
9% g o1 faRiy wfreror <t fam mar 1
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Nurse case: India in
touch with ‘friendly
governments’

GS 1l: West Asia

Kallol Bhiaffacherjee ™~ :

NEW DELHI

The Indian government is
in contact with “local auth-
orities” in Sana’a, the capi-
tal of Yemen, as well as
with some “friendly go-
vernments” in the region
to push for the release of
Nimisha Priya, an Indian
nurse who is on death row
in Yemen, the External Af-
fairs Ministry said on
Thursday.

Apart from the rebel
Houthi administration that
controls the Yemeni capi-
tal, India has been in touch
with officials in Saudi Ara-
bia, Iran, and other neigh-
bouring countries who can
influence the Houthis, offi-
cials said.

The remarks came a day
after official sources con-
firmed that the scheduled
July 16 execution of Ms. Pri-
ya had been “postponed”.

Sensitive matter: MEA

“This is a sensitive matter
and the Government of In-
dia has been offering all
possible assistance in the
case. We have provided le-

Nimisha Priya

gal assistance and appoint-
ed a lawyer to assist the fa-
mily. We have also
arranged regular consular
visits and been in constant
touch with the local auth-
orities and the family
members. This included
concerted efforts in recent
days to seek more time for
the family of Ms. Priya,”
MEA spokesperson Rand-
hir Jaiswal said.

Reports had suggested
that Kanthapuram A.P.
Aboobacker Musliyar, a re-
ligious leader from Kerala,
had played a role in getting
the execution postponed.
Asked about this, Mr. Jais-
wal said: “As far as the role
of the entity you men-
tioned, I have no informa-
tion to share.”
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Nurse case: India in touch with ‘friendly
governments’

T4 AHET: URd ' IRERI" & dud |

¢ The Indian government is in contact with local
authorities in Sana’a, Yemen'’s capital, and also with
friendly governments in the region to seek the release of
Nimisha Priya, an Indian nurse on death row in Yemen.

HRA WROR 0 DI AU 941 § R ifaiiar ok
& ¥ 3o i 3= F wud # 8, i 90+ ¥ gegds o) |on
et T8 HRe == i frar Y fers gffia @t s as|
¢ Besides the Houthi administration, India has engaged
with Saudi Arabia, Iran, and other neighbouring countries
that have influence over the Houthis.

Bt U= & ST, HIRA A HShdl 3RY, $H 3R o
TS &= & SiftrepTival & Hud faan § foreT gifal v
UHTE 3

¢ These developments follow confirmation that the
scheduled execution on July 16 of Ms. Priya has been
postponed.

g U T HHY 141 § 919 TP o1 Ugdt SMTUdTiRe At A
qaraT {5 16 Jars ot g1 aral AT firar @1 wikh 6t e
feram ma g1

¢ MEA termed it a sensitive matter, saying India has
provided legal assistance, appointed a lawyer, facilitated
regular consular visits, and remained in constant contact
with both local authorities and Priya’s family.

fadw damerd A 39 Ue HagARie AHeT AR 3R $E $
YRA WBR A ST Tgradl, goia o1 Fgfe, Fafia
TiforfSus gareTd iR wIg Rl @ form & ufar &
1Y AR 9ud sAg 3@ B |

¢ Recent efforts have also been made to get more time for Ms. Priya’s family.
g0 & f&1 # firar & uRar Y ofte wwa feam & forg faiy o fsg e 31

e There were reports that Kanthapuram A.P. Aboobacker Musliyar, a religious leader from
Kerala, played a role in the postponement of the execution.

RUIdT & UR, Hva & Uit a1 HYTRY Tl Jgas gREarR 3 widt eraq |
yftret TS oAt

¢ When asked about his involvement, MEA spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said:

“l have no

information to share about the entity you mentioned.”
W9 39 HaY H Jard fopar mar @ fadwr vemray & vaear I9R SHard 3 HET: “3uP gRI
Sefad fdd & IR § A IR 9150 A & Y g SearRt 167 81
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CARA directs State
adoption agencies to

The Hmdu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Central Adoption Re-
source Authority (CARA)
has issued comprehensive
directions to all State
Adoption Resource Agen-
cies (SARAs) to strengthen
and institutionalise struc-
tured counselling services
throughout the adoption
process — from pre-adop-
tion, to during adoption,
and post-adoption stages.

These directions have
been issued via a commu-
nication dated July 7 under
the powers conferred by
the Juvenile Justice (Care
and Protection of Chil-
dren) Act, 2015 (as amend-
ed in 2021), and are aligned
with the provisions laid
down under the Adoption
Regulations, 2022, an offi-
cial statement said here on
Thursday.

CARA is a statutory bo-
dy of the Ministry of Wo-
men and Child Develop-
ment, which acts as the
nodal agency for the adop-
tion of Indian children,
both within the country
and internationally.

This latest initiative aims
to reinforce the psychoso-
cial support framework for

CARA is a statutory
body which acts as
the nodal agency for

the adoption of
Indian children

all key stakeholders — pros-
pective adoptive parents,
adopted children, and bio-
logical parents who surren-
der their child for adop-
tion.

Critical component
CARA has emphasised that
counselling is a critical
component of the adop-
tion process and is neces-
sary to ensure emotional
preparedness, smooth
transition, and long-term
well-being of both the chil-
dren and the families in-
volved.

The memorandum reit-
erates the mandatory na-
ture of structured and
need-based counselling
services, as prescribed un-
der various provisions of
the Adoption Regulations,
2022.

The State adoption
boards have been instruct-
ed to designate or empanel
qualified counsellors at the
district and State levels.
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CARA directs State adoption agencies to
intensify counselling

CARA A 39 ¢ & arell eyl oyt
T4T¢ o B &7 feer faan

The Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA) has
issued comprehensive directions to all State Adoption Resource
Agencies (SARAs) to strengthen and institutionalise structured
counselling services throughout the adoption process — from pre-
adoption, to during adoption, and post-adoption stages.

FET TP TGO HATY UFUBOT (CARA) H Tt 154 GO TgUT
THTY TSR (SARA) & Ud-g0®, S0P TgUT b SR 3R P
gV & 91 &t gt srawursit # SRR wrrst Qarsit #1 gerqd iR
TRITTE HA & fo faga fHd=r 9t fu §

. These directions were issued via a communication dated July
7 under the powers conferred by the Juvenile Justice (Care and
Protection of Children) Act, 2015 (as amended in 2021) and
aligned with the Adoption Regulations, 2022.

Y R 7 JaTE B! TR & ATeaH W I [T (WA 3R

Trequn) Sfafaw, 2015 (2021 ® W) & d8d Ued Wfaadl &

gsamﬁ%qwsh?mmﬁm, 2022 & WIGYMI & Y
|

. CARA is a statutory body under the Ministry of Women
and Child Development, serving as the nodal agency for the
adoption of Indian children, both domestically and
internationally.

CARA, AR Td aTet faepTr waera & dgd U dutfe Rera g, &
HRAH gt & 321 3R fad= gt A 7iig a1 & e g Tkt &
&Y § B FRAT 5
. This latest initiative aims to reinforce the psychosocial
support framework for all key stakeholders — prospective
adoptive parents, adopted children, and biological parents who

surrender their child for adoption.

Ig Ad-ad vgd It U fRauRe! — Jutfaa Me A7 ara wrar-fiar, me g e a=, sk
amﬁaﬁ%gﬁaﬁaﬁ%m-ﬁm-%%uﬁmmaﬁaﬁmw
Eaksfes) |

Critical component
gch

e CARA has emphasised that counselling is a critical component of the adoption process,
essential for emotional preparedness, smooth transition, and the long-term well-being of
both children and families.

CARA 3 ¥R fea1 & 6 il o< 7Ig01 Ufehan o1 Uep Hgeaqul ges & Sl HiadTeis 0 &
IR T8, gs TUiRYT 3R F= 9 ufvar) & Stderiire s & e srawas g |
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NHRC seeks
report on
Haryana
gang rape

...........................

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The National Human
Rights Commission
(NHRC) on Thursday is-
sued notice to the Haryana
government and Railway
Ministry in the case of a
gang rape of a woman in an
empty compartment of a
stationary train in Panipat
city of Haryana.

The victim was later
thrown on the rail tracks
by the perpetrators, where
a train ran over her leg.
She is being treated at a
hospital after police found
her on the railway tracks in
Sonepat on the night of
June 26.

Observing that the mat-
ter raises concerns on se-
rious violation of human
rights, the Commission is-
sued notices to the Chair-
man, Railway Board, Mi-
nistry of Railways and the
Director General of Police,
Haryana calling for a de-
tailed report on the matter
within two weeks.

The report is expected
to include the status of the
health of the victim and
compensation, if any, pro-
vided to her by the
authorities.
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. The memorandum reiterates the mandatory nature of structured and need-based
counselling services, as required by various provisions of the Adoption Regulations,
2022.

9 9194 & g T8 A, 2022 % fafid graui & SaR WG iR smazaddl-
T WA=t Aareif Bt sfrarfar &1 e T 5l

) State adoption boards have been directed to designate or empanel qualified
counsellors at both the district and State levels.

Y SIP TBUI SIS ! Few faar mar g f6 3 forat ok Is0 TR R avg wRiveierarsii &t
frgfea a1 99 daR 1

NHRC seeks report on Haryana gang rape

TATTSAR! A A0 Arfe® qare R aie uR Raié gt

. The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) on Thursday issued notice to the
Haryana government and the Railway Ministry regarding the gang rape of a woman in
an empty compartment of a stationary train in Panipat city, Haryana.

STANT (TATIARAT) A AR B §RATUN WRPR 3R YA HATAT &1
ghaTon & uritud 2eR § WSl 3 & wrelt 3 & ufgen & w1y ARy & Ama | ey
SR} fobar |
. The victim was later thrown on the railway tracks by the culprits, where a train ran
over her leg.

GifSd &1 a1 H It 3 Yord ¢ R B fean, 98! o oA 9T W paad g¢ Fed 5

. She is currently undergoing treatment at a hospital after being found on the

railway tracks in Sonepat on the night of June 26.

;ﬁzerﬁaﬁm;ﬁﬁqﬁﬁw%wwwzﬂeﬁ? 39 9% SRUaTe § FETSl BT G
I

o Observing that the matter raises serious human rights violations, the Commission

issued notices to the Chairman, Railway Board, Ministry of Railways, and the Director

General of Police, Haryana.

3{TIRT 3 T8 HId gU fob Aa TR ATaIfUeR Sweree © 9S8, Yo 918 & sfehed, ¥d

TETEd, SR A & yfery aeiHeRe & Aifey SRt faar|

o NHRC has called for a detailed report on the incident within two weeks.

TATTARET A g g & Wiar 39 ge R U fawga fraid oif g

e The report is expected to include the health status of the victim and any compensation
provided to her by the authorities.
fraré o fifsar o warey fRufy ik 3@ & 71 frh ff gemas ot SR e @A &
FHEI T B
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Scrap digital attendance system for
MGNREGS workers, says Congress

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Describing the system as
“unworkable” and “coun-
terproductive”, the Con-
gress on Thursday de-
manded that the digital
capture of attendance of
workers under the Mahat-
ma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee
Scheme (MGNREGS) must
be withdrawn.

The Hindu had reported
on Tuesday the Union Ru-
ral Development Ministry's
directions on July 8 to the
States, flagging the various
ways the National Mobile
Monitoring System, aimed
at bringing in transparen-
cy, was being manipulated.
Three years ago, the go-
vernment had made it
mandatory for all
MGNREGS workers to use
this platform for marking
their attendance.

Uploading photographs
It required them to upload
their photographs twice a
day at the worksite.

It was found that to
meet this requirement, ir-
relevant photographs were

The National Mobile Monitoring System was made mandatory for
all MGNREGS workers to mark their attendance. FILE PHOTO

being uploaded, among
other discrepancies.

“FAST is the self-de-
clared motto of the Modi
Government. It actually
stands for First Announce
Second Think,” Congress
general secretary (Commu-
nications) Jairam Ramesh
said in a statement. Since
its introduction, Mr. Ra-
mesh said the Congress
has highlighted the opera-
tional problems with the
NMMS and the govern-
ment’s July 8 notification
was a final “acknowledge-
ment” of the problem.

The NMMS, Mr. Ramesh
said, ended up excluding
many genuine workers be-

cause of Internet connec-
tivity and other reasons
without effectively check-
ing the fake workers since
they can go twice a day to
be photographed, get paid
without working for a mi-
nute.

Engaging the adminis-
tration from top to bottom
to verify the photos is go-
ing to waste the precious
time of MGNREGS func-
tionaries. He demanded
that the government must

affirm “task-based
payments”.
Nikhil Dey, founder

member of Mazdoor Kisan
Shakti Sangathan, said,
that the July 8 order is a

confession that NMMS
doesn’t work but the solu-
tion offered is misplaced
and misdirected. “The go-
vernment is paying the
MGNREGS labourer for the
work carried out not simp-
ly for showing up. A photo,
even if clicked twice a day
doesn’t show whether any
work was carried out,” he
said. Instead of imposing
newer and more compli-
cated measures on the
workers, Mr. Dey argued
that the government must
hold the supervisory auth-
orities and the engineers
accountable.

“A worker is paid on the
basis of measurements by
the engineers, first in carv-
ing out the work and then
in appraising how much of
it has been done. Instead
of tasking the entire admi-
nistration to look at photo-
graphs, shouldn’t the go-
vernment come up with
monitoring mechanisms
for supervisory authorities
and engineers. Let them
need to produce geo-
tagged and geo-fenced
photographs of the times
they go to the field,” he
said.

Scrap digital
attendance system
for MGNREGS

workers, says

Congress

A % forg
%ﬁl‘dﬁ%
YUTTe! 1 e fopar
lIU: HIUA

e Describing the digital
attendance system as
“unworkable” and
“counterproductive”, the
Congress on Thursday
demanded that the digital
capture of attendance under
the Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guarantee
Scheme (MGNREGS) be

withdrawn.
PO A AR B! fsforea

IufRf gomelt ) " Srpriera™ 3R "IeeT HHTT ST aTel” SdTd U HETeHT Tieht
YT AR MREL Ao (@=m) § fsfirea sufRufa gof w3 @1 yomet &1 arod a+

i &1

On July 8, the Union Rural Development Ministry flagged various ways the National
Mobile Monitoring System (NMMS) — aimed at transparency — was being manipulated,
as reported by The Hinadu.

7 el U & 39K, 8

aTs Pt Harg urior faer wHrey 3 9dmr f& ureRiar &

a%mﬁwﬁniw@uﬁmwm (NMMS) P! H aPI | Terd &1 4
STIATA foraT =T BT 2|
The government had made it mandatory for all MGNREGS workers to use NMMS for
marking attendance by uploading two photos per day from the worksite.

WHR = Gt 77371 Yl F fore sriwd J feq # & IR Wie! sudls $7 SufRAfa asf
AT 3ffard o1 faar

However, it was found that to meet this requirement, irrelevant or fake photos were being
uploaded, indicating major discrepancies.
WifeT Ig uran TR b S 1 &1 {1 A & fOTT Smeifies ar et wiel sudls fhu o g
3, fored iR e af$al @1 ar =
Congress leader Jairam Ramesh criticised the system, calling the Modi government's
approach “First Announce, Second Think".

DI T ST U A Y YUl DT AT Hd gU Hia! TWHR & VBV Bl "Uga
o, 91g | " BRR faa
He stated that genuine workers were being excluded due to internet issues, while fake
workers could still mark attendance and get paid without working.
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Verifying all photos is consuming valuable time of MGNREGS functionaries, Ramesh said,

adding that the system should shift to task-based payments instead.

Y A Hgl i Tt e ) S & 7o SHETE) BT 9gYey 99y g9iq 8l ¥eT 8, 3R

WHR B! BT SMYUTRT YT YOI 3O =g T

Nikhil Dey, founding member of Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathan, said the July 8 order is a

confession that NMMS doesn’t work, and the proposed solutions are misguided.

TeTgR fra e WieH & SwITUs Hewd fAfd 3 %81 fos 8 Jars &1 3= 59 a1

Pt WPl 8 5 NMMS FTH T8 H a1, iR SR GRT URATGd FHTYH THITE H aTdd 8 |

He pointed out that photos don’t prove actual work, and the real accountability should lie

with engineers and supervisory authorities who measure the work done.

3511 ®el i el a8 ) a2l i P gam a1 78}, 3R 3rch Srarade! sifimarait ik

qdderel o1 81 =Ry, S 1 o) AT 3R Yegich H3d g

Mr. Dey suggested that instead of burdening workers, the government should require

geotagged and geo-fenced photos from supervisors and engineers.

$ 7 gd 31 {6 TRIHR o1 4iie R 9 S0 & gor Sifdrganait o wiagret 3 frre

3R forthw $1 71§ Wit Bt A BT AT

PAC flags high failure rate of Aadhaar
biometric verification, seeks review

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Parliament’s Public Ac-
counts Committee has
called for a review of the
functioning of the Unique
Identification Authority of
India (UIDAI), flagging sev-
eral concerns, including
the high rate of failure of
Aadhaar biometric verifi-
cation which can lead to
many beneficiaries being
excluded from social wel-
fare schemes.

At its meeting on Thurs-
day, the committee, head-
ed by senior Congress lead-
er KC. Venugopal,
received a briefing from
the Comptroller and Audi-
tor General (CAG) team,
which produced a 2021 re-
port on the UIDAL The pa-
nel also listened to oral evi-
dence from officials of the
Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology,

Such failures lead to wrongful
exclusion of beneficiaries from
welfare programmes, it says.

and the UIDAL “This is a
common man’s issue. We
flagged various problems
and have raised several
questions,” Mr. Venugopal
told presspersons.

Serious issue

Across party lines, the MPs
on the committee pointed
out that biometric verifica-
tion failure is a serious is-
sue since the majority of
the government’s social

welfare schemes are tied
directly to Aadhaar. This
has led to many eligible be-
neficiaries being prevented
from receiving food rations
or jobs, under schemes
such as the Public Distribu-
tion System or the Mahat-
ma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee
Scheme, because their bio-
metric data no longer
matches the UIDAI record.
The UIDAI officials, ac-
cording to sources, ex-
plained that in many cases
of people doing hard la-
bour, their fingerprints are
not read properly by the
machines. In the case of el-
derly people, there is often
a failure in matching iris
patterns. However, the offi-
cials also insisted that the
UIDAI is constantly up-
grading its systems to ad-
dress these challenges.
Sources said that several
MPs also cited various re-

ports to underline the dan-
gers of data leaks. The UI-
DAI officials claimed that
their central repository is
unbreachable, and their in-
vestigations have shown
that whatever leak has
been reported has come
from the enrolment
centres. They added that
UIDAI has strengthened
the monitoring mechan-
ism to plug all holes.

Some estimates suggest
that there are more Aad-
haar cards currently in use
than the total population
of the country, indicating
possible duplications as
well as delays in deactivat-
ing the cards of the de-
ceased. The UIDAI officials
said that in the case of the
deceased, it is dependent
on voluntary deactivation.
The PAC directed the UI-
DAI to act proactively to
clean up the list of Aadhaar
card holders.

PAC flags high
failure rate of
Aadhaar biometric
verification, seeks
review

et 7 sy
T JTe
&1 3 fapadr
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YT Bt 7T B

e The Public Accounts
Committee (PAC) of
Parliament has called for a
review of the functioning of
the Unique Identification
Authority of India (UIDAI),
citing the high failure rate of

Aadhaar biometric verification which is excluding beneficiaries from social welfare
schemes.

g 3 i a@r A (PAC) A R fafrg ugar= wiftrevor (UIDAI) & S S
THfte & 9 31 8, [P TR IraAfee Tarud #1 3= fawedr gv & SRl &y arHrif
WHR Grorrsil & dfE €1 R B

e The committee, led by senior Congress leader K.C. Venugopal, met on Thursday and was
briefed by the CAG team, which prepared the 2021 UIDAI audit report.
g S a1 &. ). JUETUTE S S{eherT arell JAfd = TEAR I 966 B 3R 3T BT
(CAG) &1 &1 7 2021 1 UIDAI RUIE R TSR
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Officials from the Ministry of Electronics and IT and UIDAI also gave oral evidence. Mr.
Venugopal called this a “common man'’s issue” and said multiple problems were raised.

Al 3R I Mt waray 3k UIDAI & Sifiatial = off wfifa & i difes
T AU 4t JupToTad 3 5/ ~ 3 3MeHY BT YEI I 3R Fel o P THTE FSTS T3 |

Serious Issue: Exclusion from welfare schemes

TR geT: Feamurer el | dfua

MPs across party lines agreed that biometric failures are a serious concern, as many
government welfare schemes like PDS and MGNREGS are linked to Aadhaar.

Tft oot & TS A A o I WA $1 fawerdar v iR fiar 8, [ife pps iR
T S} B IRPI GeTe e e | o) B

Due to mismatch in biometric data, eligible beneficiaries are being denied food rations or
job wages.

TRARRE ST | Ad 781 T & BRI TG AUy o) =M a1 gergt T8 fra wr @ 31
UIDAI officials stated that fingerprint mismatch occurs in manual labourers, and iris scan
fails for elderly people. They claimed UIDAI is upgrading systems to resolve this.

UIDAI JfaTiRat = S fos wergRl | Swferat & fA=I SR gt o srial &t ugar o=+
w;qﬁu@'trﬁm 311 FeT fh UIDAI 39 THrsfi Bl 86 HR4 & o] Yomerdl &t Iad B
Yelel

Concerns over data leaks and duplication

ST i 3R gferd=E wr i

MPs cited reports raising alarms about data leaks, but UIDAI claimed its central repository is
secure, and leaks occur at enrolment centres.

Tiwel 3 a1 e R Ridr ST, AfbT UIDAI A T b b SHe HEIa yummed [RIEM ? 3R
W Haa AHieT Hai A 8 38 T

UIDAI said it has strengthened monitoring mechanisms to plug vulnerabilities.

UIDAI 3 &g 5 397 FRT-t o1 @) ot v @ arfes el srosiial ot et o 9 |
There are reportedly more Aadhaar cards in circulation than India’s population, indicating
duplication and delay in deactivating cards of deceased persons.

ST 7 fob 3R Y SIS | S SMYUR TS vaaH | 8, S SRR iR ga afaaal
& P18 3l AfSpg s A SR FTIHA B

UIDAI responded that deactivation after death is voluntary, and not automatic.

UIDAI A &81 {5 Jog & a1g B18 &1 fAfShasvr Wfes® 8, 7 wa: 8l gharl

The PAC directed UIDAI to proactively clean up the Aadhaar database and fix issues with
biometric verification and duplication.

PAC 7 UIDAI $t f1e=T & % a8 UK STeTay & Afthd U I Y[ &Y 3R difes
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SC reverses its judgment grants
custody of anxious’ child to mother

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

A child’s anxiety over sepa-
ration from his mother
stirred the Supreme Court
into reviewing its own
judgment in a custody
case.

A 2024 judgment of the
top court had confirmed a
Kerala High Court decision
to shift the custody of the
child permanently from
the mother to the biologi-
cal father. The mother had
remarried after the cou-
ple’s divorce over a decade
ago, and was lately intend-
ing to move abroad.

The father had moved
the High Court, seeking
custody of the child. The
High Court concluded the
move abroad would upend
the 12-year-old boy’s stable
life, and he ought to stay
back in India with his fath-
er. The top court had con-
firmed the High Court de-
cision on appeal.

The court acknowledged the
child had been in exclusive care
of the mother since infancy.

Seeking a review of the
judgment, the mother, re-
presented by senior advo-
cate Liz Mathew and advo-
cate Vishnu Sharma A.S.,
said she had been the
primary caregiver of the
child since his infancy. The
boy had hardly known his
father. They had met only
during occasional visits ov-
er the years.

The mother submitted
that the child had been
deeply impacted by the top
court’s judgment. He had

since been exhibiting “an-
xiety and fears, with a high
risk for separation anxiety
disorder”. She produced
evaluation reports from
the Christian Medical Col-
lege, Vellore, to this effect.
Ms. Mathew argued that
the new evidence was a
compelling circumstance
to entertain the review pe-
tition and set aside the
judgment.

In an open court hear-
ing, which was itself a rare
occurrence, a Bench head-
ed by Justice Vikram Nath
agreed with Ms. Mathew.
The court concluded its
judgment did indeed have
a “calamitous effect” on
the mental health of the
boy.

Justice Nath, who auth-
ored the judgment, ack-
nowledged the child had
been in the exclusive care
of the mother since infan-
cy.

The court said the step-
father had also provided a

“shield of affection” for the
child.

“The minor child in
question is presently 12
years old and at the cusp of
adolescence. The factors
defining the best interests
of a child are multiple and
range from quality educa-
tion, a nurturing family en-
vironment, healthy world-
ly experiences, provision
of basic amenities of life,
meeting of financial re-
quirements, access to a
friendly social system, to
imparting of spiritual and
cultural learnings. The list
is naturally not an exhaus-
tive one. However, the es-
sential feature is that a se-
cure, supportive and
loving family forms the be-
drock of a healthy child-
hood,” the court said.

Granting the biological
father visitation rights, the
court said he must not
make any crude remarks to
the child, which may im-
pact the latter’s well-being.

SC reverses its judgment, grants custody of ‘anxious’ child to

mother

giH B = 3uAT Bger veter, Rifaa a2 # sest ui &1 &

e The Supreme Court reversed its 2024 judgment that had upheld the Kerala High Court's
decision to transfer custody of a 12-year-old boy from his mother to his biological father.

Tt HYE A 301 2024 FT HaAT

o 12 affg o= B S AT § AP SHaP far &1 & 1E A

e The earlier judgment had reasoned that the mother’s intent to move abroad would disrupt
the child’s stable life in India.

Ugd & B § ad faar T U1 {5 /i BT fad=r 9 &1 31161 9= & YR A fRR sftaq &1
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e The mother, represented by senior advocate Liz Mathew and advocate Vishnu Sharma
A.S. filed a review petition, stating she was the child’s primary caregiver since infancy, and
the father had only occasional contact with him.
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e She submitted medical reports from Christian Medical College, Vellore, showing the boy
was suffering from severe anxiety and risk of separation anxiety disorder due to the earlier
court order.

I fopfiraT Afeha Siaw, e ! fafewita Rl 9w 3t & fewrd ff f frea &1
a9 9= # 1R fRar 3R 3reima #Y 3mRiceT faPR & | A MU gl

¢ In arare open court hearing, the Bench led by Justice Vikram Nath agreed to reconsider
the case, acknowledging the “calamitous effect” the earlier judgment had on the child’s
mental health.

AR fasp T ATy St S arelt Ui = T TR U Hid Jars o A1 6 Usd
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e The court noted the child had always been in the exclusive care of the mother and that the
stepfather had given a “shield of affection”.
SIETSd < g1 [ S AR I 71 B faRiy J@vE # W1 8, IR Hiad U 3 39 Hg B
A" UG B g

e Stressing on the best interests of the child, the court cited multiple factors:
= & AaraH fedi IR SR ¢d gU, 31ETed - &% BRI BT I [h3T:

Quality education ([UrGTqUf fRrem

Supportive family environment (Jgl0® UTRaTR e aTdTaR)

Healthy worldly exposure (Y& HHISEH 3{Hd)

Financial and emotional stability (&ﬂ% 3R W@Rﬁ)

o Spiritual and cultural grounding CIIEE 3R ‘GITW i)

e The Supreme Court granted custody to the mother, while allowing visitation rights to the

biological father, instructing him not to make crude or harmful remarks to the child.

T #1¢ A 72 F Heest 7i B A, Tafe Sfaew frar w1 frem o1 if¥er 33 gu fdy
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easuring success is complicated;
assessing the impact of one’s action
can be even more challenging. The
desire to be successful is different
from the desperation to demonstrate success.

Stakeholders have different yardsticks for
measuring performance depending on their
interest leaving the vital question “how does one
measure one’s own success?” The Election
Commission of India (ECI) could perhaps beina
trilemma in the wake of its June 24, 2025
announcement of its Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of Electoral Rolls in Bihar, caught among
political parties, citizens, the judiciary, and its
own conscience.

Once again, it finds itself in an avoidable
imbroglio, responding to the judiciary’s questions
arising out of the justified anxiety of millions of
electors, valid apprehensions of neutral
observers and unverified suspicion of political
interest groups.

The ECI embarked on a seemingly laudable
and perfectly legal exercise to purify electoral
rolls, declaring its resolve to include all “eligible”
and exclude “ineligible” persons. The underlying
assumption was that some “ineligible” people
had infiltrated the electoral rolls, escaping
detection during its due process of documentary
and physical scrutiny that Electoral Registration
Officers carry out before listing anyone in the
electoral rolls. Even the mandatory periodic
revisions could not filter them out over the years.
No one could possibly object to this effort,
however formidable the task. Yet, the ECI found
itself facing a barrage of opposition from political
parties and civil society organisations for
undertaking this mammoth exercise and
imposing an impossible demand on clueless
citizens in Bihar as they prepare to exercise their
most powerful right — of electing their
representatives. It is akin to asking for a marriage
certificate after years of happy married life with
children as proof of a legal union.

An institution of repute

To be sure, if there is one organisation in the
country that is capable of carrying out gigantic
exercises, it would, without doubt, be the ECI.
From preparing the first electoral rolls in the
1950s in trying circumstances, to updating the
rolls necessitated by the reorganisation of States

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Ashok Lavasa

is former Election
Commissioner and
Union Finance
Secretary of India

It remains to be
seen whether
the Election
Commission of
India is able to
ensure a fair
exercise of
verification

in Bihar

in 1956 when it was suggested that the term of the
House be extended to allow the ECI enough time
to revise the rolls. The ECI did not want a
constitutional amendment because of its inability
to complete a mandatory requirement and lived
up to the challenge. Since then, it has repeatedly
demonstrated its capabilities in handling mega
tasks with astounding success.

Whether it is enrolling a billion people or
setting up a million polling stations, mobilising
over 18 lakh polling officials for conducting
elections and training them, or dealing with
moving 30 lakh electronic voting machines, the
ECI has done it with aplomb, ably supported by
the government machinery. In the process, it has
earned the gratitude of an entire country and the
envy of democracies across the world. Countries
that may have the spirit but not the systems have
often looked upon the ECI as a model in creating
standard operating procedures, in galvanising
resources, and its effective consultative approach
in building consensus among political parties.

This has earned the ECI the trust of voters and
imparted it a credibility that has been
acknowledged by the media, supported by civil
society organisations and earned it the respect of
the judiciary. Indeed, some have referred to it as
“gold standard”, belying the cynics who believe
that “all that glitters is not gold.”

The Bihar exercise

It is in this backdrop that the sudden
announcement by the ECI to carry out a purge of
the Bihar electoral rolls has invited unpleasant
reactions. As opponents question the ECI’s
motives of raising the spectre of mass
disenfranchisement, the ECI is in overdrive trying
to demonstrate the ease with which this
apparently unwieldy operation involving nearly
eight crore registered electors in Bihar is being
completed.

Meanwhile, it has eased some stringent
procedures, allowing those enrolled after 2003 to
use the entries of their parents in the 2003
electoral rolls to support their citizenship claim.
It has also allowed Booth Level Officers (BLO) to
accept enumeration forms without the prescribed
document to prove the eligibility of the post-2003
electors. The relaxations by the ECI obviously
ramped up the daily submission of enumeration
forms giving the ECI the basis for claiming

success of its operations and the ‘support’ of the
affected electors. This, supposedly, would deflate
the clamour of the complainants and perhaps
convince the higher judiciary that the political
sound and fury signifies nothing.

It, however, remains unclear how the BLOs
will “recommend” for inclusion in the draft roll
such electors whose forms are not accompanied
by documents and how the Electoral Registration
Officer/Assistant Electoral Registration Officer
decides their eligibility in the absence of those
documents. Will the ECI ask such electors to
provide the proof of their eligibility/citizenship
after the draft roll is published on August 12 If it
agrees to expand the list of prescribed
documents, as suggested by the Supreme Court
of India (to consider the Aadhaar card, Electoral
Photo Identity Card, or EPIC and ration card),
will it not simply amount to verification of
identity, and not citizenship? Are we then not
back to square one?

Will the indicator of the ECI's success be the
number of “duly filled” forms submitted along
with “self-attested documents” and electors
readmitted to the rolls that were supposed to be
purified? Or, will its success be the number of
“ineligible” electors disenfranchised? Those who
are dead, who have migrated or have enrolled
twice should have been weeded out in the normal
course. Did their exclusion warrant this
extraordinary exercise?

On presumption of citizenship

By ascribing presumption of citizenship to the
electors in the 2003 list, is the ECI claiming that
after its current SIR, all those in the electoral rolls
will be accepted by the government as citizens as
in the Citizenship Act and no one’s credentials
will hereafter be questioned? Is the government
willing to accept this presumption?

No individual is responsible for being born
where she is, nor for creating documentary
evidence of the date and place of her birth,
parentage or citizenship. The authority
empowered by the law is. Like many countries,
India too has a law under which it is not the ECI
that is designated as the competent authority: at
least not as yet. However, broad the ECI’s
shoulders are, they may not be strong enough to
carry someone else’s burden.

Let us see for whom the bell tolls in Bihar.

The parameters of ‘success’ in Bihar's poll roll revision
RER & AagTr T WX § WeEdr $ AEs

e Measuring success is complicated; assessing the impact of one's action can be even more

challenging.

JHEd BT A1 Sifed §; fhll & H1af & UHTa BT HTha BT 3R FAdgul 8t Tehar 3|
e The desire to be successful is different from the desperation to demonstrate success.

THd BH &1 ST, THaAd & fe@™ $t A+t I 3ra g1t gl
e Stakeholders have different yardsticks for measuring performance depending on their interest

leaving the vital question "how does one measure one's own success?”

fRIURD! & U S-S fRal & IR Ue=iH ATI & SIeT-3eT WTues 8id ¢, o a8

TEaqul Uy TST 5IdT § — "PIg U Aherd] BT HTHTAT hd H?”
e The Election Commission of India (ECI) could perhaps be in a trilemma in the wake of its June

24, 2025 announcement of its Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of Electoral Rolls in Bihar,

caught among political parties, citizens, the judiciary, and its own conscience.

HRd

TN (ECI) ]G 24 S 2025 ! fogR T ATl Yai & A= Tg-T |HNeH (SIR)

P UV & d1¢ U AT H 8, 58T 98 JoHITaed gafl, AR, =ATauTfereT 3R 3=t
ST & &1 T g g
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e Once again, it finds itself in an avoidable imbroglio, responding to the judiciary’s questions
arising out of the justified anxiety of millions of electors, valid apprehensions of neutral
observers and unverified suspicion of political interest groups.
wwﬁw,wwa@mwﬁaﬁmﬁdmg&ngﬂaaﬁmmsﬁaﬂ
3fra frian, PR widere) 3 ay smeiwst, Sk e fed T9gE! & gy Wdsl &
BHRU GIUTTeIhT P U BT IR &1 US T 2

The Intent of ECI
fratas smaT &1 3e=a

e The ECl embarked on a seemingly laudable and perfectly legal exercise to purify electoral
rolls, declaring its resolve to include all “eligible” and exclude “ineligible” persons.
ECI 3 HagTal fRral & S 3 &1 T TR 3R gufa: a9 ufthar = &1, o aft
AV Gl B M B R " A" G Pl IR B BT Ul gl GINd B |

e The underlying assumption was that some “ineligible” people had infiltrated the electoral
rolls, escaping detection during its due process of documentary and physical scrutiny that
Electoral Registration Officers carry out before listing anyone in the electoral rolls.
ST I A U1 % $2 "3RG e Waerar gieral U= o= T 8, 5 geardeit 37
Wfa® siig ot ufcear & fratem doitaRur STl &1 Forl & 9 o |

e Even the mandatory periodic revisions could not filter them out over the years.

Tl a& P o Jrfe dxye o 3% auf I Bied # 3w d R

The Resistance and Burden

faRiy o g

e No one could possibly object to this effort, however formidable the task.
Y T 1 D (ORI Tel IR Fobdll, AT BRI fobar1 H Hfe T T 5l

e Yet, the ECI found itself facing a barrage of opposition from political parties and civil
society organisations for undertaking this mammoth exercise and imposing an impossible
demand on clueless citizens in Bihar as they prepare to exercise their most powerful right —
of electing their representatives.

R 1, EC1 31 3 fa=ma 1 &) Y& A SR fagR & sAflg Ari®! W U6 sRiva wit
AT DY AHR IITAD gal SR ARTRS FaTS Te+1 3 fauer & dig weR &1 Qe w1
%a,aa’ﬁrqﬂﬂ’w 30 TEA RfdTRITert feR — 3ru wfafAfRral &Y g7 & ut R @
|

e ltis akin to asking for a marriage certificate after years of happy married life with children
as proof of a legal union.
7% U1 & O rell Y & Aarfe s sftad ¢k a=ii & a1e fb et @ g fare &1 ymor
W=y faarg yHTOTeH I S|

An institution of repute

TS fafla |w

e To be sure, if there is one organisation in the country that is capable of carrying out gigantic
exercises, it would, without doubt, be the ECI.
fFfd ¥ Q, PR IV F P13 T TR 3 ol fa=mmel Sl &1 SioH & H FeH &, dl 98 (:3ds
ECI (W4 fafa= 3mamm g1

e From preparing the first electoral rolls in the 1950s in trying circumstances, to updating the
rolls necessitated by the reorganisation of States in 1956 when it was suggested that the
term of the House be extended to allow the ECI enough time to revise the rolls.
1950 ¥ =& H Hfe- uRfUfAal # ugel Hagar Gt TR & J AFR, 1956 H ISl

& HRUT YR BT A R ah, ofd I8 JaId (a1 77 fob TG BT SRIDT qdT

TTT d1f%h ECI BT Yt W= & fog gaf gug fird 9 |
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e The ECI did not want a constitutional amendment because of its inability to complete a
mandatory requirement and lived up to the challenge.

ECI 30Tt 3R ¥ foreft Siframd =1 & o1 v & sl & ST foselt waem s wRier &t
e <TedT U7 3R I 39 g B WeR fHan
e Since then, it has repeatedly demonstrated its capabilities in handling mega tasks with
astounding success.
9 ¥ AHR 3 TP ECI A IR-IR Ig i a1 & [ a5 e w14t &f AFgR awedr & 9y
HYTA 1 T 39T 5|

Unmatched Execution

Seits fparaa

e  Whether it is enrolling a billion people, or setting up a million polling stations, mobilising
over 18 lakh polling officials for conducting elections and training them, or dealing with
moving 30 lakh electronic voting machines, the EC| has done it with aplomb, ably
supported by the government machinery.

Te a8 U ST AN T Yol 51, I1 G 1RG QI Pal B RITYT, 18 a1 F i
TATG HHEIRGT B A1 & T A1d BT 3R UfRAfErd w31 81, a1 30 aRa Sdtey w=iAy
GUTEHT, ECI = T8 9 fquTer & 91y fan §, Sik 39 IR o 9 guf JganT iy g

e In the process, it has earned the gratitude of an entire country and the envy of democracies

across the world.

T WA H ECI 3 T 3 B Pyl 3R GHAIR S dibeal o1 wt 3iffd 31 2|

Global Recognition

Yy yga=

e Countries that may have the spirit but not the systems have often looked upon the ECl as a
model in creating standard operating procedures, in galvanising resources, and its effective
consultative approach in building consensus among political parties.

o 22t o geoTIfed dl @ W dF ), SN ECI B T Aisd RIT S TU H 3T ¢ — AFD
HATA UhaTE S99, GUTYAT 3I |ishd B3, IR IS gal & dta Fgafd a1 ot
YD AATEDR UKo o el

e This has earned the ECI the trust of voters and imparted it a credibility that has been
acknowledged by the media, supported by civil society organisations, and earned it the
respect of the judiciary.

Y ECI Y AaeTarsil o1 fayry o g3 7 iR 39 W faya-Haar fireh § ey fifgar =
%\W%R%m%, ARTRS FHTS "a+1 A gHd faan 5, ok 38 "aruifereT o1 9w off o
g3l gl

e Indeed, some have referred to it as “gold standard”, belying the cynics who believe that “all
that glitters is not gold.”

IRdd B, $© AN A Y “TNes WSS Bl 5, ol 3 fHgd| B Ui B TTerd AIiad Bl § off
Fd ¢ fob SN IHP T € 98 SR J1F1 T8 gianl”

The Bihar exercise

fyer snar

e ltisin this backdrop that the sudden announcement by the ECI to carry out a purge of the
Bihar electoral rolls has invited unpleasant reactions.
= gR YT H fogR &) Aderar G &1 Y& SR & U ECI §RT SRS &t 13 9o 3 o
wfafrarg smifia &t 8

e As opponents question the ECl's motives of raising the spectre of mass disenfranchisement,
the ECl is in overdrive trying to demonstrate the ease with which this apparently unwieldy
operation involving nearly eight crore registered electors in Bihar is being completed.
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51a faues ECI Y HRIT TR 9aTd I31d1 § o 1 J§ TS AUSR a9+ &1 YN g, a9 EC
YT TS BRIS Uslipd HAGATSN B MU PR aTdl 39 Bio I DI Tgordl o T
B BT T B BT DIRIR B QT 5

e Meanwhile, it has eased some stringent procedures, allowing those enrolled after 2003 to use
the entries of their parents in the 2003 electoral rolls to support their citizenship claim.

9 &9, ECI 7 $© $oR uferare & e <1 8, S 2003 F a1 Usiigpd @R &I 3% ATdl-
T 3t 2003 F TagTaT G BT ITANT ARRGAT & 14 B THAA < & U FA Bt 3rgafa
RIS

e It has also allowed Booth Level Officers (BLO) to accept enumeration forms without the
prescribed document to prove the eligibility of the post-2003 electors.

Booth Level Officers (BLO) &I I8 1T 3/ufd € 775 § foh 4 2003 & q1¢ & HaGCTSA &1 ORI
R 3 ara Frufiva qxaras & fam of o wid WferR o 99 |

e The relaxations by the ECI obviously ramped up the daily submission of enumeration forms
giving the ECI the basis for claiming success of its operations and the ‘support’ of the affected
electors.

ECI GRT &1 1S 39 Bl ¥ U1 BTHT $T e JafiR Wy &9 3 §¢ T, SR £Cl 31 3o
A Bt wadr iR Ui wagrarsit & THd &1 qa1 B3 &1 SMYR e 77|

e This, supposedly, would deflate the clamour of the complainants and perhaps convince the
higher judiciary that the political sound and fury signifies nothing.

Ig Yyad: RreTaawpdisl & IR $1 U S R A = ARUIADT ! T8 THH &
el g1 fob Ireriiforep faarel #1 $18 W wew Te 6|

e It, however, remains unclear how the BLOs will “recommend” for inclusion in the draft roll
such electors whose forms are not accompanied by documents and how the Electoral
Registration Officer/Assistant Electoral Registration Officer decides their eligibility in the
absence of those documents.

BT, T8 WY T8l & fb BLO 4 TR Heerarsi &I U=y = & FfRIfRra B o1 Riwrfer
mwmuﬁ%mﬁaﬁ% 3R ERO/AERO SXIIAGil & foHT Ih! UTadT BT
|

e Will the ECl ask such electors to provide the proof of their eligibility/citizenship after the draft
roll is published on August 17
1 ECI T Adararsii ¥ 1 3FRd Pt YRS Gl & USRI & q1¢ 30! UTAdl/ARIR BT BT
THTUT ¢ 1 Holm?

o If it agrees to expand the list of prescribed documents, as suggested by the Supreme Court

of India (to consider the Aadhaar card, EPIC, or ration card), will it not simply amount to
verification of identity, and not citizenship?
g I8 YRA & Hared <UTarad & gaid & IR FHuifya axarae @) gt &1 faar sxar g
©R TR BTS, EPIC TT IRM FTS), df 77 I8 Rith ug=m &1 gfy =t gntt, Arfyapar &
T

e Are we then not back to square one?

@ 1 g O yeand Bt FRufd & =8t ug= U e

e Will the indicator of the ECI’s success be the number of “duly filled” forms submitted along
with “self-attested documents” and electors readmitted to the rolls that were supposed to be
purified?

T ECI ! THad] &I Hdbdd Ig gHT b foha "gRt avg WX T WiH" 3R Ty
TEAES" & 1Y FEfie {6 T, 3R fham Tacmar fb A aagrar 3 # 1S e o I
[ERISIEIKIr

e Or, will its success be the number of “ineligible” electors disenfranchised?
g1 iR SH! Yhard] 39 a1d | g1 fob faram ~3rava wagrarsif o AaiiieR | dfud fasar
™

e Those who are dead, who have migrated or have enrolled twice should have been weeded out
in the normal course.
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Td, YaTd SR & 91 & IR Usiipd Aaerarsi &1 I ufshar & &1 Gl | gerdT ST ey
1|

e Did their exclusion warrant this extraordinary exercise?

F1 7] BT & T 59 SMTYRUT 31T &1 SmaRgddr 4i?

On presumption of citizenship

ARGl BT YR UR

e By ascribing presumption of citizenship to the electors in the 2003 list, is the ECI claiming that
after its current SIR, all those in the electoral rolls will be accepted by the government as
citizens as in the Citizenship Act and no one's credentials will hereafter be questioned?

2003 At & TGS BT ARG T BI YR ¢ J, T EC| TG GIA1 B 6T § b IHdb adqd=
SIR & STc, Aagrar gul # gof Tufi a1l &) SRBR AFTRGr AfUfay & AR NG
= A, SR forddt 3F 1t Ire R S HaTet e o S

e |s the government willing to accept this presumption?
T PR 39 YR B WHR H F g dar 72

e No individual is responsible for being born where she is, nor for creating documentary
evidence of the date and place of her birth, parentage or citizenship.

DS Afdd 39 91 & forw RrAeR 81 @ for 98 i Aa1 g3, 3R A1 8t SUH U o4, Hdl-
T a1 ARG BT gRaTdSit JHTOT 1T SHfard g

e The authority empowered by the law is.
% O BT GRT 3if¥pd TwAT RER B

e Like many countries, India too has a law under which it is not the ECI that is designated as the
competent authority: at least not as yet.
F3 o B Re, YRd H 1t e ST 8 s a8 d ECI 3T 3G a J&w wiftret 78) ar=n
T gl

e However, broad the ECl’s shoulders are, they may not be strong enough to carry someone
else’s burden.

BIelifp, ECI P B8 T1e fha WY TS =l 7 81, 3 fpelt ok 31 e S & fow wafw
HYIgd g1 81 GPd |

Let us see for whom the bell tolls in Bihar.

TS ¢ % fagrR # frwds forg ust soredt 31
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iGS |I: Russia-Ukraine

Trump must ask Russia to back down
from its maximalist position

resident Donald Trump has made a U-
P turn on Ukraine, shifting from his cam-
paign pledge to end the war within 24
hours of taking office to promising to send more
weapons to Ukraine and threatening to impose
“severe tariffs” on Russia and its trading partners
if the crisis is not resolved in 50 days. The shift re-
flects the complex realities on the ground. Uk-
raine, which has lost more than 20% of its territo-
ries, including its Sea of Azov coastline, to Russia
since 2014, agreed to a ceasefire, under pressure
from the Trump administration, based on the
current frontline. Russia had initially responded
to Mr. Trump’s peace push. It agreed to a naval
ceasefire in the Black Sea, and halted attacks on
Ukraine’s energy infrastructure for 30 days. Mos-
cow also declared brief ceasefires and sent nego-
tiators to Istanbul for talks with Kyiv on June 2,
despite a drone strike by Ukraine deep inside
Russia, targeting its bombers. But after the U.S.
joined Israel to bomb Iran, despite Tehran’s nu-
clear talks with Washington, Russia accelerated
attacks on Ukraine with drone attacks and troop
advances in the Dnipropetrovsk region. In a call
with Mr. Trump, Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin said he would not back down from his goals in
Ukraine. Caught between an intransigent Mos-
cow and pressure from his allies, Mr. Trump
seems to have decided to change course.
Nevertheless, Mr. Trump has ruled out giving
Ukraine long-range offensive weapons. The plan
is to send defensive weapons, including Patriot
systems and ammunition to Ukraine through NA-
TO allies. While Patriots could be effective in
shielding Ukraine’s skies from Russian missile
strikes, they are unlikely to alter the balance in
the battlefield. And, the U.S’s ability to hurt Rus-
sia through direct tariffs is limited as bilateral
trade stood at just $3 billion in 2024. But if Mr.
Trump opts for secondary tariffs, the impact
would extend to other countries, including India,
China, and Brazil. Since the start of the Ukraine
war, the U.S. and Europe have imposed multiple
layers of sanctions on Russia, which have failed to
impact the Kremlin’s war policies. By threatening
to penalise third countries for Russia’s actions,
Mr. Trump is doubling down on a failed policy,
and also jeopardising the energy security of
countries such as India, an American partner. Mr.
Trump must realise that he cannot resolve global
conflicts through imperial-style ultimatums and
threats. Instead, sustained diplomacy with Mos-
cow and Kyiv is essential. Russia must come
down from its maximalist demands, and Uk-
raine’s security concerns should be addressed.
His focus should be on finding a middle ground
between the Russian and Ukrainian positions to
achieve a durable peace.

e Ina call with Mr. Trump, Russian President Vladimir Putin said he would not back down
from his goals in Ukraine.

éag%wuwﬁﬁwwmgﬁqﬁw%aWﬁmmﬁﬁﬂ%ﬂﬁ
|

Middle Ground
ey AN

Middle Ground
Heg AN

Trump must ask Russia to back down from its maximalist position

T B T A 3P ARGaHard! 3@ A Hid g B Hg1 A1ieT

¢ President Donald Trump has made a U-turn on Ukraine, shifting
from his campaign pledge to end the war within 24 hours of taking
office to promising to send more weapons to Ukraine and
threatening to impose “severe tariffs” on Russia and its trading
partners if the crisis is not resolved in 50 days.

IPYTa SIFTCS A 7 YT T bR Y-t fordT ©, STgT Sgi Siu AT
G B Il U & 24 G & WaR I AW H DI 91d Pal o, I8
3T B b1 B 3R FRAR VoA 3R afe Tawve 50 &Y & g &t
B o = 3R TP ATIID HAfGRI W "HS Jep” T Bt
YS! 41 5

¢ The shift reflects the complex realities on the ground.

Yg 9Gad STHIAT gD Idbdl B Sfcedl $I Gidl 5|

e Ukraine, which has lost more than 20% of its territories, including its
Sea of Azov coastline, to Russia since 2014, agreed to a ceasefire,
under pressure from the Trump administration, based on the current
frontline.

gehd, T 2014 T =9 & BTl 3T 20% A 3P &FAwd, forad
TSIl YRR &1 deadi gare f i 3, 9 fear 8, o e &
2q1d § g hedrs- & SMYR UR JusfavTd & oy Igqd gafl

e Russia had initially responded to Mr. Trump’s peace push.

&Y A e H o oI Mifd ggd W ufdfear & ot

e |t agreed to a naval ceasefire in the Black Sea, and halted attacks
on Ukraine's energy infrastructure for 30 days.

&9 3 ST AR | HoufaRT &1 WieR frar ok 30 1
qH eb1 1 Sell AT R gHA D U

e Moscow also declared brief ceasefires and sent negotiators to
Istanbul for talks with Kyiv on June 2, despite a drone strike by
Ukraine deep inside Russia, targeting its bombers.

obH GRT T & 3SR TGRS | [$T T $H 9 & dIavlg, ARD! A
ot wfgre wadfaRma &t givon & 8k 2 97 & Big 9 ardf & fae
SHIigd | qraieR A |

e But after the U.S. joined Israel to bomb Iran, despite Tehran's
nuclear talks with Washington, Russia accelerated attacks on Ukraine
with drone attacks and troop advances in the Dnipropetrovsk
region.

Qfch S ST = AT & URHTY] qTatafi & 1aoG S U JHART
T goRTSd $T A1 AT, 98 9 7 $I9 gHal 3R 1 &1 Wifd & iy
AT & § g IR AW gHA T& a1 3T
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e Caught between an intransigent Moscow and pressure from his allies, Mr. Trump seems to
have decided to change course.
TP W ST ARD! 3R GO R U HAIRI & Ga1d & i el ¢/ A Tl § 1
YT T IEA BT Bl (641 3|

e Nevertheless, Mr. Trump has ruled out giving Ukraine long-range offensive weapons.
U STAq[E, T A Iob DI SHe gl B SATepTHS AR WoIrelt 371 I SHR = fea g

e The plan is to send defensive weapons, including Patriot systems and ammunition to
Ukraine through NATO allies.
TIorT § o & yummelt, o ifege Rvew iR Miar-aReg I &, AiTet Jgaiiial & a1y
I geb Yol WY

e While Patriots could be effective in shielding Ukraine’s skies from Russian missile strikes,
they are unlikely to alter the balance in the battlefield.
fege RRen g & S & S fBrrsd g0l 3 JRida H= § Ut 81 9ehd &, dfes
3 gsyfyr 3t AT &Y aga= & wam = g

e And, the US.'s ability to hurt Russia through direct tariffs is limited as bilateral trade stood
at just $3 billion in 2024.
3R SARDT F! UeTe Yoo & WEH Y = &I IHA UgaH $I & Gd g Fife 2024 H
feueha amuR Faa $3 AR

e Butif Mr. Trump opts for secondary tariffs, the impact would extend to other countries,
including India, China, and Brazil.
Afe afe T fgdras 3o T &1 fadwed T €, df 3961 UHTa YRd, 94 3R seia o
3= <=M b Ut ST

e Since the start of the Ukraine war, the U.S. and Europe have imposed multiple layers of
sanctions on Russia, which have failed to impact the Kremlin's war policies.
oh1 g 1 YT U 81 3MReT 3R RT3 T W 3 W) W ufaae e €, S shaferd
P g5 Fifaal )R $Is gHT 78] ST AB |

e By threatening to penalise third countries for Russia’s actions, Mr. Trump is doubling down
on a failed policy, and also jeopardising the energy security of countries such as India, an
American partner.
I B PRAZA & Y R =N B ST B BT YHP! B, T U B ifd BT 3R
T 98T 72 & IR YR S8 3RS AR 390 &1 SHoll GR&T &) Wax d STa e ¢

e Mr. Trump must realise that he cannot resolve global conflicts through imperial-style
ultimatums and threats.

T &) I8 JHAT 18T % 3 AraTeaard) Reft B emfpar iR srediien ¥ 3fye Jusf o1
FHTY 81 DR Webdl |

e Instead, sustained diplomacy with Moscow and Kyiv is essential.
P IO, RSB 3NR P19 & 1Y FARaR Feifa ez 71

e Russia must come down from its maximalist demands, and Ukraine’s security concerns
should be addressed.
W%&qﬂ*ﬁ SfHaHard! Tt ¥ dies g1 AT 3R gobt o gRa fearsit o1 daifid fasan
Skl [

His focus should be on finding a middle ground between the Russian and Ukrainian positions to
achieve a durable peace.
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DT T =1 3R Gbil $W & ot we AR Wie R g1 91feT arfes wurdt =mife ure & o

Should political leaders retire at 75?

= Chief Minister has been severely compromised.
PARLEY | QQ But in Mr. Kumar’s case, it is unlikely that such a
step will be taken. I do feel this is a mockery of
he suggestion of Rashtriya Age is not the only criteria; the health and democratic processes. And it is not only Bihar;
¥ > i;w;‘yangehvak Sa:lgh (R&? t;lhief mental faculty of a leader is equally ;w have seen Snumer:ujrexamﬂss in l:he paf‘l
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discuss the issue in a conversation moderated by
Sobhana K. Nair. Edited excerpts:

Is politics across the globe and especially in
India geared in such a way that politicians
reach their peak only in old age?

Manisha Priyam: Do people prefer younger

RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat. P11

people. On the question of age and political
leadership, it must turn towards seeking
younger people as political leaders. And these
younger leaders should not come from
established political families alone.

RV: As per the available performance analysis of
Indian parliamentarians, we know that younger

But we must have a transparent mechanism by
way of which the electorate is kept informed
about their leader’s health. Here though, the
greater responsibility is of the political parties.
We could have a term limit for the Prime
Minister and for Chief Ministers, though.

RV: Yes, it is desirable to have politicians who
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Prasad gained popularity at a young age. At the
age of 42, he became Chief Minister of Bihar in
1990. He held on to the president’s position at
the Rashtriya Janata Dal. In Uttar Pradesh,
Akhilesh Yadav had to fight his father Mulayam
Singh Yadav for the leadership position in the
Samajwadi Party.

Regarding Mr. Bhagwat's suggestion: this is
not the first time that such a remark is coming
from the RSS. This (unsaid rule) was used
effectively in 2014 to allow Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to (push out some older leaders
and) nominate his own people at the top levels.
But come September, I don’t see Mr. Modi
stepping down. Today, the RSS requires the BJP
machinery much more than the BJP requires the
RSS. Mr. Bhagwat does not control the levers of
power in India; they clearly remain with Mr.
Modi.

Rahul Verma: As per one research study, less
than 10% of all elected representatives globally
are below the age of 35. Once you come to India,
this problem actually accentuates. From the first
Lok Sabha in 1952 to the current Lok Sabha in
2024, the average age of our parliamentarians
has actually gone up. The number of MPs who
are below the age of 40 has declined over time
and the number of MPs who are above the age of
60 has increased. The problem is not that we
don’t have newer faces coming into politics; the
problem is, as Professor Priyam said, that the

& |

would actually prefer younger politicians. It
might be alright to have a 30-35-year-old MP or
MLA, but I think voters would prefer older
candidates for the post of Chief Minister or
Prime Minister.

As far as Mr. Bhagwat's comment is
concerned, | concur with Professor Priyam that
we are unlikely to see any change (regarding
Prime Minister Modi’s position).

Is there any evidence which shows that
nations led by younger leaders perform
better?

MP: We have a large number of nations where
there is no form of democracy, let alone change
of political leadership. These include China and
Russia. And we see various forms of either party
authoritarianism or one-man rule in these
countries.

In parallel, we also have the example of the
U.K. where there have been several Prime
Ministers taking office in their 40s, from Tony
Blair to David Cameron. The British example
tells us that when people want political change,
that political change also comes by way of
political leadership change. And I think we need
to understand that link better.

As for India, we are now the world'’s youngest
nation. Our political leadership needs to reflect
this aspect of our democracy. A political
democracy survives by reincarnating legitimacy

Should Political Leaders Retire at 75?

age is not the only criteria; the health and
mental faculty of a leader is equally important.
Unfortunately, we have no empirical evidence to
point at a direct correlation between a nation’s
economic health and the age of its leadership.

Some studies have pointed out that the
governance models of younger leaders may vary
drastically from that of an older leadership.
There can be material differences in the
decisions taken by a younger or an older leader.
Younger leaders are much more likely to invest
their budget in economic activities of job
creation and infrastructure development, while
their budgets for social welfare measures,
especially health-related schemes, may be low.
Younger leaders do govern differently, but one
can’t say if it is necessarily better.

Should there be a concrete law or regulatory
mechanism to retire political leaders or to
ensure that a leader who is facing mental or
physical challenges steps down?

MP: There has been a lot of speculation around
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar’s health,
especially after some of his television
appearances. Even in the election season, his
political statements were few and far between.
Under the provisions of the Constitution, it
would be perfectly legitimate for the Governor
to seek a health report of the Chief Minister.
People have a right to know if the health of the

fixed the minimum age to contest elections at 25
years. Over 8,000 candidates contested the
2024 Lok Sabha polls. Less than 100 competitive
candidates were below the age of 30. So just
bringing in laws won't change any of this.

Even term limits are not exactly an effective
solution. Look at the U.S. It has a term limit, yet
we saw Joe Biden leading the country at 81 while
struggling with cognitive issues. He was
succeeded by Donald Trump, who is 79 years
old. But as Professor Priyam says, there is a
conversation across the globe about how the
citizens are perhaps entitled to have access to
health bulletins of their leaders. Though, again,
this isn’t exactly an elegant solution. What if the
country is on the verge of a war or some kind of
economic crisis? An adverse health bulletin of
the leader would only add to panic in such a
situation. It doesn’t even have to be a
catastrophic problem; even the markets could
react badly if the medical bulletin of the leader
is not good. So while it is desirable that no
person should remain in office if they aren’t
mentally or physically fit, it cannot be regulated
through legislation or any formal system.

To listen to the full interview
Scan the code or go to the link
www.thehindu com

T IS T 13l B 75 99 Bt Y | TG g1 ST d1ee?

e The suggestion of Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) chief Mohan Bhagwat last week
that leaders should step aside at the age of 75 triggered a debate.
AP WEHaP T (RSS) P UHE HIgH WRTTd 1 Jg Yi1d b Acrsfi o1 75 a6 &1 g # ug
BIS &1 AR, Ul YiE Teh §6 Y i avig a1

e Opposition leaders saw Mr. Bhagwat's comment as a nudge from the RSS to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, who is turning 75 in September, to step down.

farueft sl 3 urrad @t el w gurrE e WG, ARER A 75 W F AR T F o
RSS @1 3% | Hdbd A
e The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has maintained a studied silence on the issue.
YRR Sar uref (BJP) 7 39 g, R guft el g3 8
e Should political leaders retire at 75? Manisha Priyam and Rahul Verma discuss the issue in a
conversation moderated by Sobhana K. Nair.

T IS d1sh &1 75 TR JaTHgd g1 ST A1feu? 9 R J-teT fr iR wga aut =

TIYAT &, AR P St & 9df B
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Do politicians peak only in old age?

FIT AT HT RRER Faa a1 H 3441 82

Manisha Priyam: Do people prefer younger leaders? Yes. But why don't they get younger

leaders? It depends on who controls the party machinery, resources, and purse strings.

TroT O o R gat Adrsii &1 uRi HRd 82 81| Afh d firad 3 el 98 39 W R

FT § fos urdt e, "areEt ok g o iR forgeT sitfeR g

Those who reach the top often hold on to their position.

ST =¥ i IR ugad €, 9 SRR ut fRufy e v@d 7

For example, Lalu Prasad became Chief Minister of Bihar at 42 in 1990, but continued to

hold the president’s position in RJD.

IETERUI & [T, AT UTG 1 1990 | 42 94 Ft 3Y | [9gR & Y@L UG BT 9y f, Af

TeTG & 3fehe UG R o4 3|

In Uttar Pradesh, Akhilesh Yadav had to fight his father Mulayam Singh Yadav for the

leadership in Samajwadi Party.

qa;vmﬁ, =T grea &1 3y frar garaw Rig arga I U1 $t Agd 3t a8 as-!
[

RSS, Modi, and Power Equations

RSS, HIdY 3R TT BT FHIBRT

Regarding Mr. Bhagwat's suggestion: this is not the first time such a remark has come from
the RSS.

HNTd & gd & e T 39 UHR &1 fewoh ugelt IR &1 31 & RSS T

This unsaid rule was used in 2014 to allow PM Modi to sideline older leaders and bring his
own team.

Ig8 3Pl fAaw 2014 o s¥AHTE foham a1 o1 Ford |} = 9y Adrsei &1 grfeR o2 suA
RN b S 7T

But come September, | don’t see Mr. Modi stepping down.

Afp RidaR oM |, T Hidt & g BieH 31 YUIET Tg awd|

Today, the RSS requires the BJP machinery more than the BJP needs the RSS.

31T RSS 1 BJP B WRMRI Tt 3w STa=addl 8 I $UD b BIP Bl RSS B |

Mr. Bhagwat does not control the levers of power in India; they remain with Mr. Modi.

ot HTTd S U YR § I B TSR T ¢ I8 39 N A S U B

Young Faces in Global and Indian Politics

Y SR R Teifa & gar 983 31 RUfa

Rahul Verma: According to a study, less than 10% of elected representatives globally are
under 35.

gd JHE: TP ST & SJUR, dfd ©U ¥ 35 I & $H ARG & < ylafAiral ot e
10% 9 ft F9 3|

In India, this trend is worse. From 1952 to 2024, the average age of Lok Sabha MPs has
gone up.

YR & I8 Ugi 3R TR19 ¢ 1 1952 | 2024 % AHAUT Tivel i 3ivd g & gfS g3 ¢
Number of MPs under 40 has declined, while number of MPs above 60 has increased.

40 99 I FH AT & TGl Bt T&T U g, Tafh 60 T4 A Sftd g & A¥Q! B WS It
g

The problem isn't the lack of new faces, but the older generation’s reluctance to cede
space.

JAWT ¢ g7l Pt HH Te), sfep afvg Adrei @Y w1 9 Be P ygRi |
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e Political parties fear instability and therefore are unwilling to retire old leaders.

IoHifad od SRR & 83 ¥ Iy Aqrsil &1 geM | feawa &1

Do Voters Want Young Leaders?

FIT HaGTdT gaT Aarsil Y I8 82

e Voters may be fine with a 30-35-year-old MP or MLA, but prefer older candidates for
Chief Minister or Prime Minister.

AT TS 30-35 T4 & Aige a1 fyumas I Iy g, Al gerw=it ar yur=si & fau a
afivy Suficart & Wig #vd 7

Conclusion on Bhagwat's Remark

YITad 91 fewoft ur fAreed

e Rahul Verma: | agree with Professor Priyam, we are unlikely to see any change in Mr.
Modi’s position.
g aut: ¥ MbaR fraw ¥ gead g g8 Aid & fRufa A fodt sgara 3t wyraen 18t
faeit|

Is there any evidence which shows that nations led by younger leaders perform better?

T B A& 2 W fearan @ o gar Aareif grR1 i Ty 5 veiE wvd §2

e MP: We have a large number of nations where there is no form of democracy, let alone
change of political leadership. These include China and Russia.
MP: BHR U %3 U4 31 € ST6T W e 1 HIg WY 81 8, AP Agd & 95ard Bi ard
AR I 31 370 99 R T =iAa B

e And we see various forms of either party authoritarianism or one-man rule in these
countries.
3R 39 <=0 7 g9 s UsR 1 gefta A=t a1 v safad & e &1 ¢d |

e In parallel, we also have the example of the U.K. where there have been several Prime
Ministers taking office in their 40s, from Tony Blair to David Cameron.
IR 3R BUR U g, %. HT IaT6R0T ©, el il SR A AP 3fAS R % Ps Hume
40 F1 I § UG 50 PR I ¢

e The British example tells us that when people want political change, that political change also
comes by way of political leadership change.
ffesr SareRor 5 aTaT § & @ AT Aeifae dqdTd 916d §, ot 98 A UiRad- & kT
3T 8

e And | think we need to understand that link better.
3R g I & b 3 39 Pl Bl A5k ¢ F GHZH I oRewd g

e As for India, we are now the world’s youngest nation. Our political leadership needs to reflect
this aspect of our democracy.
YR 1 ITd B dl §H TS g1 & T AT ST 8 | SHRT IS g SAR! Apdii®
TEAT & U U5 DI 1 1T

¢ A political democracy survives by reincarnating legitimacy and renegotiating its social
compact with people.

TS A Apad A & T1 U= dUT B G: RATT R 3R 30 ATHTD SrJael o
G: FHSIIT & ) Sifad <6l 5

e On the question of age and political leadership, it must turn towards seeking younger
people as political leaders.
3T 3R SIS Aged & Y W, U AT $I A B! YHHT § aH $1 3R Je-1 A1

e And these younger leaders should not come from established political families alone.

3R J gaT a1 Had TG Ieifae TRaRY I € &t o anfeul
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e RV: As per the available performance analysis of Indian parliamentarians, we know that
younger leaders may not necessarily be better parliamentarians.
RV: YRA Ti¥el & Iuasy Wi fazawor & suR, 89 ud ¢ f& gar Aar sS4t 1Y {5
SgR |iEg gl

e Data shows that MPs above 60 years of age have 80% attendance in Parliament, while
those below 40 have 73-74% average attendance.
33 oaTd & % 60 a8 A it g arel TGSl o1 T H 80% SufRUfa Bt 3, wiafds 40 aef
| S 39 I 1 3 IUFRIFA 73-74% Bt 5

e The older MPs ask far more questions in Parliament.
o Tivig e T BTET it uy yzd 8|

e At the same time, | would add the caveat that age is not the only criteria; the health and
mental faculty of a leader is equally important.
Y € § g e T1g T % g €} UHHTH UGS 8l 8 U a1 &1 WA 3R e
&t it I € Ayt B |

e Unfortunately, we have no empirical evidence to point at a direct correlation between a
nation’s economic health and the age of its leadership.
gHITa, TAR U U1 $Ig 31N 184 181 8 ol [t Iy 1 anffes fRUfer ik 39 Aqea #t
3T & S T Taiey Y = b |

e Some studies have pointed out that the governance models of younger leaders may vary
drastically from that of an older leadership.
$S eIl - U8 FATT § 6 a1 Aarsh & - Aied R g I HTH! ST g Thd ¢ |

e There can be material differences in the decisions taken by a younger or an older leader.
T a1 oIt AT gR1 g U ot o |rde SR 81 9l g

e Younger leaders are much more likely to invest their budget in economic activities of job
creation and infrastructure development, while their budgets for social welfare measures,
especially health-related schemes, may be low.

JaT AT 30 goTe &1 e T SR Joid iR gfard et & fawry orft snidfe
Tfafafir & @ &, STafes arfore wearor giemre, faxiv ¥ u 4 e @ad gremre, o
3HT §oic HH 8l Il g

e Younger leaders do govern differently, but one can't say if it is necessarily better.

g?;mﬁfaﬁwﬁma%ﬁww%ﬂ%ugmqm%ﬁiﬁwm
|

Should there be a concrete law or regulatory mechanism to retire political leaders or to ensure
that a leader who is facing mental or physical challenges steps down?

w1 oA Aarsit @) Yarfga w1 a1 aRie a1 RS gl &1 arEr $% @ A9 Bt
Ug Big & o1 31 31 ST a1 framaes o= g1 a1z e?

e There has been a lot of speculation around Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar’s health,
especially after some of his television appearances.
feR & gEriEt Fidiz TR & WA B AHR B! STHd AT T8 6, THR 396 $S
&dl IR 31 & F1g |

e Even in the election season, his political statements were few and far between.
AT & H| § off, 395 IeHide 99 9gd $H ST feye U

e Under the provisions of the Constitution, it would be perfectly legitimate for the Governor
to seek a health report of the Chief Minister.
YT & Uyl & I8d, 98 T v AU I % Ieuura geriE it warea Rl oii |

e People have a right to know if the health of the Chief Minister has been severely
compromised.
TN 1 g8 WA BT ARPR T % et &1 Wy 1R v & guifad gan g a1 728

e Butin Mr. Kumar's case, it is unlikely that such a step will be taken.

A ft AR & T §, T8 rFHTfA 8 6 U1 HIg HeH IS S|

www.patrioticias.in

Page3 1

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

| do feel this is a mockery of democratic processes.

TS 1 ¢ fob I8 Apdite ufharsl T a1 5|

And it is not only Bihar; we have seen numerous examples in the past from various States.
3R g Pad [98R 31 91d 78! &; T Ugd fafirs Iredl 9 o5 I ¢u &

In Tamil Nadu, the truth about former Chief Minister Jayalalithaa's health was concealed
from the voters.

aftrerrg ¥ gd gerE Saafrar & W@ea & SR 8 gwTs & dderarsil d gurdT 14T o |
The unfortunate reality is that in such cases, the people have to wait until the elections to
force the change.

gg gutrayel =g § % U8 aal & al &) uivad=T & I 919 9% Sa9R -1 US|
Though we never had a similar situation at the Centre, considering that the Prime Minister is
always under public glare, should we have a hard cut-off date for retirement?

BTl &g B U fRufa ot 16t <, dfer weraesht s ST @) oR) § 8id €, @1 gd
Jarfagfa 1 sifaw fafy RufRa s =fee

| am not sure. But we must have a transparent mechanism by way of which the electorate is
kept informed about their leader’s health.

& a8 €1 9ft 89 Uep UReRIT a5 &t STa=adhdT § FoR Wdgmar 3/u- Adl & ared &
IR ¥ g 3§ 9& |

Here though, the greater responsibility is of the political parties.

gl IrerHifae gell ot 91 forderRl B

We could have a term limit for the Prime Minister and for Chief Ministers, though.

&9 wUHE ofR el & forw ue srdera W Ruiid #R @d g

RV: Yes, it is desirable to have politicians who are in the best of health and are able to make
sound decisions.

RV: B, 98 aia+1d ¢ fob Ieiifoy T &1 81k et fofa o e |

But how do we achieve this end? Every solution to address this issue comes with its own set of
problems.

AP 513U HY U B2 3H GHWT B 5 B b 8% SUN S 1Y U FHATY +ff 3f7eft 5
Prescribing a retirement age will also require creating structures that enable career
progression in politics faster.

gﬁﬂaﬁqﬁr 3mg FAYTRd B & forg Iorifa & deft & SiaR faer &1 W= ot s

I

That can't be done if we have fixed the minimum age to contest elections at 25 years.

Ig GHd el § AT B IATE A P YA 3 25 Y q9 R 3@ B

Over 8,000 candidates contested the 2024 Lok Sabha polis.

2024 SHHUT TATG! T 8,000 I 3if¥ew Iuftgary A yrT for|

Less than 100 competitive candidates were below the age of 30.

30 99 A HH MY & ufereadf Sufigart o1 T=1 100 | ot &9 ot

So just bringing in laws won't change any of this.

ST Had BT a1 39 TG &1 981 dad gadl|

Even term limits are not exactly an effective solution.

Tgl a& & Prdera &) FHE ot I gHdt FHTY= T8 § |

Look at the U.S. It has a term limit, yet we saw Joe Biden leading the country at 81 while
struggling with cognitive issues.

SAN®T H RY| a8t FrfwTa Far 7, fohR o ot 1S A 81 9 & 39 T AW &1 A A
S I8 AT THRATSHT T T 35 A

He was succeeded by Donald Trump, who is 79 years old.

3% 91 SIHTES €U 31T, i 79 a9 & g

But as Professor Priyam says, there is a conversation across the globe about how the
citizens are perhaps entitled to have access to health bulletins of their leaders.

AfepT S o MR o gl €, Ot g o o 98 © fob Amiveast &Y o= Aanaif 5t
Wy R 9% uge &1 Sifier g amfeul
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e Though, again, this isn't exactly an elegant solution.

Tl Ig i Pl IAH WHIUH T8 5|

e What if the country is on the verge of a war or some kind of economic crisis?
3R <X & AT fhdll UHR Bt TS Hehe & HIR W 5l dl 31 g

e An adverse health bulletin of the leader would only add to panic in such a situation.
T # a1 31 TPRTES Wy R Sad gavrge derg|

e [t doesn’t even have to be a catastrophic problem; even the markets could react badly if
the medical bulletin of the leader is not good.
T SR e fob U8 s faerre Y fRufd g afe <o &t fferear Ruié st 78 81 <t AR
W gt @=e ufafrar o g@d €1

e So while it is desirable that no person should remain in office if they aren't mentally or
physically fit, it cannot be regulated easily.

ST, I8 a1 § % afe oIS afed aHRie a1 IiR® wu A e g didg ug v A
@, AP 3 3 9 | fafrafira 71 fovar o g

DAKAR
French military leaves Senegal, French military leaves Senegal,
ending a 65-year troop presence

ending a 65-year troop presence o 85 & 34T, 65
‘ TS QR O SUFRATa oI

France Ends Military Presence in Senegal

Hig 1 997a A 79 IufRifa g @5t

e  France on Thursday formally handed its last
two military bases to Senegal, ending a 65-year
troop presence and leaving no permanent
French camps in west or central Africa.

I 3 TFAR &1 AuaiRe T F U Sifed
&8 i A , e orafrat e 1 G &, R 65 7w 7
ke e S P R 3 . B JuRART T 81 78 SR ufd ar Aem
France on Thyrsday formally handed its last two m.llltary bases to BT I ﬁ'sf R e IR :lﬁ 40

Senegal, ending a 65-year troop presence and leaving no Thi h . ide d d
permanent French camps in west or central Africa. This move ® Is move echoes continent-wide demands

echoes continent-wide demands for sovereignty as France fo.r.sovereignty as Fra.nce consolidates its
consolidates its military presence only in Djibouti. AFP military presence only in Djibouti. '
I Sl [ TG H HUYdT &1 T &1 S §,

Fifb T 3d Had forget # U I IR T1E X@ BT 3
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UK., Germany sign friendship

treaty, deepening ties amid threats
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A ‘GS II: Europe

Britain and Germany signed a wide-ranging friendship treaty on
Thursday, deepening cooperation in defence, transport, and
migration. The pact includes joint weapons exports, a new Al

defence factory in Britain, and a mutual assistance clause, reflecting

increased cooperation amid U.S. policy uncertainties. REUTERS

amid U.S. policy uncertainties.

GETTY IMAGES

U.K., Germany sign friendship
treaty, deepening ties amid
threats

foea sk s A AR Afy wr
TR fPy, @aRl & o Jae i

e §¢

Britain-Germany Friendship Treaty

forear-oih A wfr

) Britain and Germany signed a wide-ranging
friendship treaty on Thursday, deepening
cooperation in defence, transport, and migration.
et iR oo+t A TPaR & U U At Wit R
BEIER (U, o vaf, ufkas 3R ware &
FAIT TR

o The pact includes joint weapons exports, a
new Al defence factory in Britain, and a mutual
assistance clause, reflecting increased cooperation

= I & Tgaa sl frafa, feeT & e a7 vens vam R, 3R U6 IR
e Ws AHd §, ot 3R Hifawra sifAf¥aansit & st e geam & qxfar g1
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1. One killed, two injured in tiger attacks in U.P.’s Pilibhit
SR UG & UteitHid & 919 & g6t A T &1 HId, g U1
2. Kerala man missing after Houthis attack ship in Red Sea

AT AFR | gfadl & 8T IR HA & 916 Bed DI sfad argdl

3.  CISF undergoes high-intensity training with Army to combat

threats in vital installations

Hedyul fda™ IR TRl d fAue & 7T cIsF = 9§91 & 914 3=

R yfRreror YR fba

4. Akash Prime successfully tested in Ladakh by Army
AT GIRT TErd § TR UTSH BT Thel TIT&I0T

5. Constitutional validity of UAPA upheld by High Court
S qrTad A JUUIY 1 JAUTS IUaT SRAIR @l

6.  Air India crash probe focuses on actions of captain, says report

TR $f$a1 gdeqr @t wig g 3 Afafafial w Siea: fraid
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8. Lab-grown Cells Help Restore Insulin in 12 Persons with Severe
Type 1 Diabetes

a9-0 ST ¢ HIfREE 1R yeR 1 AaydT a9 12 safeadl |
G &) 98T B34 W Ueg Pl &
9. Stepping Stone: The NASA-Axiom-ISRO Tie-up is an Admirable
Outcome

A el BT URIR: NASA-Axiom-ISRO BT AN UPH WRTE1T IUafs

10. A better terror fight with J&K police under state reins
I =0T 9 311 UR S-S RAR e & A1y dgaR STd@dig
IEHUIG S

11. How is China leading the green energy sector?
9 ghta Sorf &7 & & srroft 9 381 82

12. PNGRB asks city gas firms to supply piped gas to

all households at uniform rate

esiemdt A ed 19 dufa @ g R A vt g R W
sy A 19 F 3Myfd $1 B P18l

Warm welcome

= . SE T g —
Port call: One of the Indian Naval Ships of the Eastern Fleet being welcom Singapore. Indian Naval Ships Delhi, Satpura Shakti, and
Kiltan arrived to a warm reception from the Singapore Navy and the Indian High Commission. PTI
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One killed, two injured in

tiger attacks in U.Ps Pilibhit

Two tigers attacked villagers in separate incidents
within a span of three hours in Uttar Pradesh’s
Pilibhit district on Thursday, killing one woman
and injuring two others. The villagers staged a
protested and alleged that despite repeated
human-animal conflicts and spotting of tigers,

the authorities had failed to provide security to
them. Forest officials were directed to intensify
surveillance and deploy expert teams to track the
tigers. Divisional Forest Officer, Bharat Kumar,
said a trained team has been deployed at the spot
following official approval for the tiger’s capture.
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One killed, two injured in tiger attacks in
U.P.’s Pilibhit

IR U & Ui vid | 919 & HA | U Bt
Hid, & 9ra

Tiger Attacks in Pilibhit, Uttar Pradesh

Heftefta, STR ud=T # aral &1 gHan

. Two tigers attacked villagers in separate incidents within a
span of three hours in Uttar Pradesh’s Pilibhit district on
Thursday, killing one woman and injuring two others.

I YW & Weltfia ford & ear &1 diF ¢ & ofiaw srem-
ST AT § & ara A ATHivi W e foan, o v Afgen
1 Hid 51 715 IR g1 34 °T9d g1 U

. The villagers staged a protest and alleged that despite
repeated human-animal conflicts and spotting of tigers, the
authorities had failed to provide security to them.
Tl 3 weRiF BT SR SRIY @A {6 dR-R ATHG-Ug] oy
3R arel Y Mgl & STacle URIME S8 R 31 # fawa @)
o Forest officials were directed to intensify surveillance and
deploy expert teams to track the tigers.

T 3iRreTial o AW fear mar foh 3 AR TeT¢ ik faxiug

Y B AT B 1S ST BT YT FIAT S P |
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o Divisional Forest Officer, Bharat Kumar, said a trained team has been deployed at the
spot following official approval for the tiger’'s capture.

T AFUBRY, U FUR - IAT [ qT° B UH$ Bt MRIBTING Wt e & a1
trﬁﬁ%ra &9 31 M R a9 fFa gl

KE:I’E]!H mdn Kerala man missing after Houthis attack ship in Red Sea
missing after a7 AFR # gAY & SETE W THA & 9IS B BT AR
Houthis attack  @roar
Shlp in REd Sea . A Keralite from Alappuzha district has been reported missing after a cargo
GSIIWestAma-_ vessel sank in the Red Sea following a Houthi rebel attack on July 7.
The Hindu Bureau W*Wﬁlﬁw@ﬁ7wﬂﬁw%ﬁ?ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ$mﬁim
ALAPPUZHA ¥s 3 ¥ ureraTe® WeT g9 & e ATyar 8 T gl

A Keralite hailing from
Alappuzha district has
been reported missing af-
ter a cargo vessel sank in
the Red Sea following an
attack by Yemen’s Houthi
rebels on July 7.

The missing person has
been identified as Anilku-
mar Raveendran, 52, a se-
curity officer. As per rela-
tives, Mr. Anilkumar last
contacted them on July 6.

The vessel, MV Eternity
C, a Liberian-flagged cargo
ship, was en route to the Is-
raeli port of Eilat when it
came under attack.

) The missing person is Anilkumar Raveendran, aged 52, who was working as
a security officer.
ATUaT sAfodd B gga 52 U AP aR IdsT F TUH g3 8, T Ub gRaT
RS & ¥u H Hrdva ¢

According to relatives, Mr. Anilkumar last contacted his family on July 6.
ﬁ&%m’r%?sﬁmw AfTAFHHR 7 3ifew TR 6 FaTS B URTR A Judb far Ut
. The vessel, MV Eternity C, was a Liberian-flagged cargo ship en route to
the Israeli port of Eilat when it was attacked.
THdY gefAd) I AW gg SeTe arsafivar el Araare® Nd UT, S SeRISd &
SATd ST ST 8T AT, 59 I U gHeT 3Tl
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CISF undergoes high-intensity training with
Army to combat threats in vital installations

Viiaita Singh installations such as air- “For the first time, the
NEW DELHI ports, nuclear facilities, go-  CISF is conducting training

In the aftermath of Opera-
tion Sindoor, the Union
Home Ministry has en-
hanced security at vital in-
stallations across the coun-
try, including the
~ Parliament building and
nuclear power plants.

The Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF) per-
sonnel deployed at the Par-
liament building are being
trained with the Army to
combat terrorist strikes,

Keeping a close eye: The CISF Parliament security team during the
specialised army commando training. X/@CISFHQRS

vernment buildings, and
Parliament. The emphasis
is on handling complex,
high-pressure  scenarios
such as drone incursions
and coordinated terrorist
attacks with precision, and
calm,” the official said.

Critical sites surveyed

As part of the efforts to se-
cure critical installations,
the National Security
Guard (NSG) also surveyed
17 religious sites, 21 nuclear

at Indian Army formations
in the Kashmir Valley....
Previously, only a limited
number of CISF personnel
were allotted seats for such
exercises. The goal is to
equip the personnel to
handle contingencies such
as armed infiltration, sa-
botage, and multi-pronged
terror strikes in both urban
and rural environments,”
the official added.

The personnel selected
for the high-intensity train-

drone attacks, and internal ~ liament security in June The official said that the  installations and 14 sensi- ing are part of CISF’s Quick
sabotage, a CISF official 2024 following a security joint-training  exercises tive locations recently. Reaction Teams (QRTs.
said on Thursday. breach in the new Parlia-  with the Army will prepare Home Minister Amit “Only those under 35 years

Their weapons will be
upgraded in the coming

ment building on Decem-
ber 13, 2023. It replaced

the CISF to be “battle-rea-
dy” against unconvention-

Shah reviewed the security
of such installations after

of age and who have
passed the Battle Physical

days too, the official said. the Delhi Police and the al and hybrid threats. Operation Sindoor and di-  Efficiency Test (BPET)
The training module of ca-  Central Reserve Police “The training with the rected the CISF to trainits  aligned with National Se-
nine squads is also being Force (CRPF). The Mon- Army will prepare the CISF  personnel in the wake of curity Guard (NSG) stan-

changed.
The CISF took over Par-

soon Session of Parliament
begins on July 21.

personnel to respond
swiftly to crises at high-risk

emerging threats from Pa-
kistan, the official said.

dards are eligible,” said the
official.

CISF undergoes high-intensity training with Army to combat
threats in vital installations

Heayul 3P R Taxl A e & e cIsF = 91 & 914 3=
wRa ufgror 3R fear

e Following Operation Sindoor, the Union Home Ministry has ramped up security measures
at vital installations like the Parliament building and nuclear power plants.

TR

@l R GRen S PR A 2
e CISF personnel deployed at the Parliament are being trained with the Indian Army to tackle
terrorist strikes, drone attacks, and internal sabotage, a CISF official said.
T B A1 CISF BT} ®) sdward! saat, g1 gl iR sfiafi® diswis | fAue &
forg A & vy ufkneror form < @1 81

e Weapons upgrades and revised canine squad modules are also part of the overhaul.

FRART B SUds F 3R ST Wbl & UFR&UT Aisyd B e &t drer1 H 18 1

gl

Rigr & a1, H5ia g WA 7 WA WA 3R URATY Fuil Ga=1 o Ageaqul

e CISF assumed Parliament security in June 2024, replacing Delhi Police and CRPF, after the

security breach on December 13, 2023 in the new Parliament building.

13 f33IaR 2023 &Y 71E TG | YR&T Y& & qI1G, S 2024 H CISF 3 TAG BT Y& B
Rrdgrt "l <ft, ot ugd fewlt gfery ok CRPF & ur A

e The upcoming Monsoon Session of Parliament begins on July 21.

TG BT UFRIA I 21 18 A = 81 @I 8

e The joint training with the Army aims to make CISF "battle-ready” against unconventional

and hybrid threats at high-risk installations like airports, nuclear facilities, and government

buildings.

AT & AT VYT WIRIEUT BT S CISF BT TARUIEH, URHTY] TY@1 3R TRPRT Wai o
mmwmmmmam%mmmau
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e Emphasis is placed on responding to drone incursions, coordinated terror attacks, and
high-pressure scenarios with precision and calm.
wieror # 9 gHUs, HAfIa STde! gHal iR aaraqul fRufoal & aéi® ik wifagde
e W faxiv e e s v B

e The National Security Guard (NSG) recently surveyed 17 religious sites, 21 nuclear
installations, and 14 sensitive locations as part of enhanced national security.

PTT GR&T TS (NSG) A §T1 g1 H 17 Ui Riall, 21 wHATY fSHH1 3R 14 Hag=ha
RITHT BT Hd&ror far g1

e Home Minister Amit Shah reviewed the security of critical infrastructure post Operation
Sindoor and instructed CISF to prepare for emerging threats from Pakistan.
T8 WA Sifira 2mg A TR RigR & 91¢ Wgayul 31 @) grem &) Tften 3 e
I A IUA §1 3¢ el Dl BU CISF &I dUR Y8+ &1 Howr feari

e For the first time, CISF is conducting training at Indian Army formations in the Kashmir
Valley. Previously, only a few personnel received such training.

Ugd! AR CISF $IAR U # WRAT 91 & 99 fSom1 wR ufRreror & 81 31 ugd a8
UfR&vr had $© Hial &) Y faam smar i

e The focus is on preparing CISF to tackle armed infiltration, sabotage, and multi-pronged
terror strikes in both urban and rural areas.
W&V BT I CISF B et 3R Jreior = # sRaRee goaus, diswis 3R 98-
TR STt gHa! | fges & g R ST &1

e The selected personnel are from CISF's Quick Reaction Teams (QRTs). Only those under 35
years of age and who have passed the Battle Physical Efficiency Test (BPET) as per NSG
standards are eligible.
39 I T uiRnerr 7 cisF $1 @fva ufafsear S (QRTs) & 3 HH U A I8 8 & 35
9 & H7 Mg F § 3R NSG UHI & FaR SISl (Battle Physical Efficiency Test)
I<iivf 2 g% B
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Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

To further strengthen the
air defence system, the Ar-
my has carried out success-
ful trials of the indigenous-
ly developed air defence
system “Akash Prime” in
Ladakh.

A senior official con-
firmed that the Army Air
Defence Corps conducted
the trials in collaboration
with senior scientists from
the Defence Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO), which developed
the missile system.

The two-day trial was
conducted at an altitude of
over 15,000 feet in eastern
Ladakh. The Akash Prime
scored two direct hits on
fast-moving aerial targets
in the rarefied high-alti-
tude atmosphere.
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On top: The Army carried out successful trials of the indigenously
developed air defence system in Ladakh. X/DRDO

The latest version of the
Akash system would form
the third and fourth regi-
ments of the Akash air de-
fence systems in the Indian
Army. The Akash air de-
fence system is a medium-
range, surface-to-air mis-
sile platform.

Prithvi-II and Agni-I
The Ministry of Defence on
Thursday confirmed that

short-range ballistic mis-
siles — Prithvi-Il and Agni-I
— were successfully test-
fired from the Integrated
Test Range in Chandipur,
Odisha.

The launches validated
all operational and techni-
cal parameters. These tests
were conducted under the
aegis of the Strategic Forc-
es Command, added the
Ministry.

Akash Prime
successfully tested
in Ladakh by Army
SR ALK
STPTRT UTH BT
P UIT&r

¢ To further strengthen the air
defence system, the Army has
carried out successful trials of
the indigenously developed air
defence system “Akash
Prime” in Ladakh.

Y T&T WOITeR 1 3R Holgd
H & fog 11 7 TR
faw R arg & vomett

" JTHTRT UTSH" H AER |
HS URI&I0T b |

¢ A senior official confirmed
that the Army Air Defence
Corps conducted the trials in
collaboration with senior
scientists from the Defence
Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO), which
developed the missile system.

T g iR 7 gfY &1 fob

JAT P Y I&T PR 7 8T SFHY Td fIPTH W89 (DRDO) & aRky Aqeb! & A1y e
78 Wi foba, fSrg1H I8 e gurmed! fas i |
e The two-day trial was conducted at an altitude of over 15,000 feet in eastern Ladakh.
7 & feaita wheror gdf wera & 15,000 Wie @ it Iarg w foar m
e The Akash Prime scored two direct hits on fast-moving aerial targets in the rarefied high-
altitude atmosphere.

JTHT UTSH 7 delt & IS 9Tl ga18 A8l IR &Y WEIP g (b, I8 W W 9Id a1t I
TddIy TaraRor 7|
e The latest version of the Akash system would form the third and fourth regiments of the
Akash air defence systems in the Indian Army.

{THT YUITCHt T T8 TdI-dH TIBUT, HRAHT 1 H diat iR Aeft Yomde & =u # i

BRI

e The Akash air defence system is a medium-range, surface-to-air missile platform.

STHTRT IR &M VU Uh HeAH gt Bt g | gal H UR $H=- arelt farsa yomet 3

Prithvi-1l and Agni-I

gedt-2 3 8ifir-1

e The Ministry of Defence on Thursday confirmed that short-range ballistic missiles —
Prithvi-Il and Agni-1 — were successfully test-fired from the Integrated Test Range in
Chandipur, Odisha.

AR DI &1 TG - IS &t fobs o
NS F TR YT TPhipa uhemon

¥t dfufes fomsd — gedt-2 ik eifd-1 — &t
W T AdTgdd URIeor fan |
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Constitutional
validity of
UAPA upheld
by High Court

...........................

.....................

MUMBAI

The Bombay High Court on
Thursday dismissed the
petitions challenging the
constitutional validity of
the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA)
and also of Section 124A
(sedition) of the Indian Pe-
nal Code (IPC).

A Division Bench com-
prising Justices A.S. Gadka-
ri and Neela Gokhale held
that the UAPA, in its cur-
rent form, is constitution-
ally sound. The court re-
jected the 2021 petition
filed by 46-year-old Anil
Baburao Baile, a Mumbai
resident, who was issued a
notice by the National In-
vestigation Agency (NIA) in
July 2020 in connection
with the Elgar Parishad
case.

He had challenged the
validity of the UAPA, and
Section 124A of the IPC,
and prayed for a declara-
tion of these laws as ultra
vires and unconstitutional;
and to quash and set aside
the NIA notice issued to
him.

The Bench found no
merit in the arguments and
dismissed the petition.
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The launches validated all operational and technical parameters.

A yagun 3 gt ufeares iR ae-te! arudst #1 gfy @1

These tests were conducted under the aegis of the Strategic Forces Command, added the
Mlnlstry

TATEY A I fob A TRI&01 YOI g6 HHI (Strategic Forces Command) & dcdlayT™ o

fpu )

Constitutional validity of UAPA upheld by High Court

I TATEd A gUUIT 1 JAYTP dedr SRPIR 7@t

. The Bombay High Court on Thursday dismissed petitions challenging the
constitutional validity of the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA) and Section
124A (sedition) of the Indian Penal Code (IPC).

T FRPIC A TEAR DI WS MfafalRmi RieUm) sififad (UAPA) iR U &8
T B URT 124A RTSEIE) BT JAUTS AedT B g S arelt AriRiedg Wiive #2 &
. A Division Bench of Justices A.S. Gadkari and Neela Gokhale held that the UAPA,
in its current form, is constitutionally sound.

A €., TSH 3R e Md 3t Wedte A AT f adu« @ u # UAPA
Y™ 9 g

. The court rejected the 2021 petition filed by 46-year-old Anil Baburao Baile, a
resident of Mumbai, who had received a notice from the National Investigation Agency
(NIA) in July 2020 in connection with the Elgar Parishad case.

rerad 3 4o Farit 46 auffa e aTqR1a 9@ #1 2021 B SRR TTRIST ' WIS H
fean, fore geims 2020 # TR ufvwg Arwe A W ST Tt (N1A) F e fyer i
o He had challenged the validity of the UAPA and Section 124A, seeking a
declaration that both laws were ultra vires and unconstitutional, and requested that
the NIA notice be quashed.

617 UAPA 3R URT 124A Ft derar &Y g & i, 37 sRidurfaes ofk fafr & favs
N H1 AT BT A, 3R NIA §RT I T AT H1 35 HA & urdan a7

The Bench found no merit in his arguments and dismissed the petition.

E@ﬂzﬁmﬁmﬁﬁﬂ?aﬁﬁaﬁﬁmqﬁweﬁ?uﬁwmwﬁl
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Air India crash probe
focuses on actions of
captam says report

A cockpit recording of dia-
logue between the two pi-
lots of the Air India flight
that crashed last month in-
dicates the captain cut the
flow of fuel to the plane’s
engines, the Wall Street
Journal reported on
Wednesday.

The newspaper cited
people familiar with U.S.
officials’ early assessment
of evidence uncovered in
the investigation into the
June 12 crash in Ahmeda-
bad that killed 260 people.

The first officer, who
was flying the Boeing 787
Dreamliner, asked the
more experienced captain
why he moved the fuel
switches to the “cutoff”
position seconds after lift-
ing off the runway, the re-
port said. The two pilots in-
volved were captain
Sumeet Sabharwal and
first officer Clive Kunder.

A preliminary report re-
leased by the Aircraft Acci-
dent Investigation Bureau
(AAIB) on Saturday said
the fuel switches had
switched from run to cutoff
a second apart just after
take-off, but it did not say
how they were flipped.

One pilot was heard on
the cockpit voice recorder
asking the other why he
cut off the fuel. “The other
pilot responded that he did

The remains of the crashed
Air India Boeing 787-8.

not do so,” the report said.

Without fuel flowing to
the engines, the London-
bound plane began to lose
thrust. After reaching a
height of 650 feet, the
plane began to sink.

The fuel switches for
both engines were turned
back to run, and the plane
automatically tried restart-
ing the engines, the report
said. But the plane was too
low and too slow to be able
to recover, aviation safety
expert John Nance said.

On Thursday, the AAIB
said it was too early to
reach any “definite conclu-
sions” on what led to the
crash. “We urge both the
public and the media to re-
frain from spreading pre-
mature narratives that risk
undermining the integrity
of the investigative pro-
cess,” AAIB chief GV.G Yu-
gandhar said, adding that
the investigation is still not
complete.
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Air India crash probe focuses on actions of
captain, says report

TR S$TT gy & o &1 BIehd YIdac &
ol wr, feaié o garn

¢ A cockpit voice recording from the Air India flight that crashed on
June 12 in Ahmedabad, killing 260 people, indicates the captain may
have cut off fuel supply to the engines seconds after takeoff,
according to a Wall Street Journal report.

S 1 SEHGIEIE | GUCATRG g5 UOX SS41 ST &1 Sidfue
ﬁﬁ%ﬂﬁﬂ%ﬁw%%wﬁéﬁw%mmmaﬁéﬂq
;ﬂ%ﬁwmaﬁ fSRTE 260 @RI B Hid g5, T8 THBR] aTd Wie sd

I
e The first officer, Clive Kunder, who was flying the Boeing 787
Dreamliner, reportedly questioned captain Sumeet Sabharwal as to
why he moved the fuel switches to the “cutoff” position.
Ugd SAfUSRY Fa15d oz, Sl [AdH 31 @ ¥, 3 S JHid JURard
T BT for Igi- g4 Feaa &t “wesiie fRufa o «=f sgar!
e According to the Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau (AAIB)'s
preliminary report, the fuel switches on both engines moved from
“run” to “cutoff” a second apart, just after takeoff, but how this
happened was not clarified.

T gdeT 9w o1 (AAIB) ®1 URFY® RUid & 3R, <Haiith &
91 S §uiH1 & Wd &g “39”  “Fediip” § ged, R Y 9 I8
WY TE B

¢ In the cockpit voice recording, one pilot asked the other why the
fuel was cut, to which the other replied he did not do it.

Piwive arad NPT 4 Teh Uree - Y31 & U= T §¢ fovar m,
3R g 7 o1aTe fean & su= v =& fama

e With fuel flow stopped, the plane lost thrust and began to sink
after reaching 650 feet altitude.

Y Y41 P & HRYT, [ 7 3y=1 99 @) faar 3R 650 Bie

&ATS 9% UgaH & aI¢ +d IR &)

Though the fuel switches were turned back to “run” and the aircraft attempted to restart,
it was too low and slow to recover, said aviation expert John Nance.

U FRIT e 39 R fPT U SR fawm A $99 SIaRT 91 #5343 HIRm Y, Al 98
qgd - 3R <ftur o1, o wve =18 uran, T Igae Aty S A= A FeTl

The AAIB stated on Thursday that it is too early to draw conclusions, and urged the public
and media to avoid premature speculation.

AAIB 7 T¥aR &1 &gl fo freepd fratern st siegarelt ghft, ik s1ar 9 Hifgan 3 erdfiar
Tt 5 3 a9, S o Bt e & gufag % @4 g1
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e AAIB chief G.V.G. Yugandhar emphasized that the investigation is ongoing, and no final
cause has yet been determined.
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Navigating nutrition information

in the era of social media

Social media thrives on black-and-white thinking, and much of the information is not always accurate; nutrition science is all about context, dose, and

individuality: genetics, gut microbiome, lifestyle, stress levels, and cultural background all determine what works for you, say experts

0 you start your mornings

with detox water, flaxseeds,

chia seeds, eat collagen for

skin during the day and add a
dose of magnesium for good sleep? If your
answer is yes, you are not alone.

The global health and wellness market
stood at $1.4 trillion in 2024 according to a
report by McKinsey, the multinational
consulting firm. The report highlighted
that people are prioritising wellness more
than ever and are looking for
science-backed products.

How is wellness and nutrition a central
narrative of our conversations these days?
Clinical nutritionist Amita Gadre
explained: “Today, the ultimate status
symbol is health and vitality. A glowing
skin, a high-energy lifestyle, and a fit
physique are the new aspirations. And
social media is the perfect stage for this
display.”

However, in an information-filled
world, people are struggling to
understand nutrition science, an area of
study that is already a complex subject.

A recent peer-reviewed study
conducted of Indian students highlighted

how “social media impacts an individual’s
eating patterns by acting as a stimulus for
immediate consumption of food, cravings
and trying trends.” Another study from
South Africa also found that social media
is used to “access and implement
nutrition information while showing the
inability of participants to assess whether
nutrition information on social media is
evidence-based and correct.”

A simple Google search tells us what to
eat or drink and how much, for our
weight concerns, skin concerns or even
conditions such as diabetes. However, this
information is not always accurate, as it is
sometimes not backed by strong scientific
evidence, may promote conflicting views
and could even distort scientific findings
to promote one particular food item or
product. “While social media has raised
awareness, it has simultaneously created
a “Wild West” of information that has
deeply complicated the public’s
understanding of nutrition,” said Ms.
Gadre.

So what is the science behind nutrition
and food? Vikrant Ghanekar, scientific
officer, Biology Cell at Homi Bhabha
Centre for Science Education explained
that the small intestine has an extensive
supply of blood vessels to facilitate the
uptake of nutrients. He added that
“excess vitamins, minerals may not give
immediate benefits because water-soluble
vitamins (Vitamin B and Vitamin C) are
lost through body fluids [urine] and
excessive oil-soluble vitamins can be
harmful for metabolism. Regular supply
through fruits and leafy vegetables is
enough to maintain a balance,” he said.

Ms. Gadre explained how eating one
food may not immediately impact our

C i Arecent pe
food

health. “Take Vitamin C as an example
(from oranges). It is water-soluble, so it is
absorbed in the small intestine and
carried in the blood. Your body takes only
what it needs. The rest is excreted in
urine. No amount of oranges can force
your skin to glow instantly. Glow comes
from a combination of hydration, healthy
fats, protein and antioxidants, not just
one vitamin. Also, absorption depends on
gut health, the presence of other
nutrients, and overall balance.” “So yes,
eat your oranges. But also eat your dal,
rice, ghee, sabzi, nuts — glow comes from
nourishment, not gimmicks.”

‘Food as a cure’

What many struggle to understand or
often misunderstand, is whether food can
cure diseases or medical conditions. Krish
Ashok, author of the book Masala Lab
explained “good food provides
ingredients for the body’s immune system
to function at its best (genetically
determined) capacity. But beyond that,
food cannot act like medicine.”

It is the same with seeds, spices and
water. According to Ms. Gadre, kitchen
ingredients such as carom seeds or fennel
seeds (ajwain, dalchini, jeera, saunf) are
great in culinary doses and have
traditional digestive benefits. When asked
if they could help lose weight, she said,
“To expect them to cure obesity or
diabetes is taking it too far. Superfoods
don’t undo overeating or inactivity.
Weight loss and metabolic health require
exercise, stress and sleep management
and calorie balance.”

Commenting on daily water

, she said, “Hydration is
vnal but that 8-glass rule is generic.
Overhydration can lead to electrolyte
imbalance. A good rule of thumb: drink
when you're thirsty, sip more in hot
weather or after workouts, and observe
your urine colour — pale yellow is ideal.
Water doesn’t flush toxins.”

A simple keyword search - ‘how to
lose weight’ unwraps a whole lot. Search
results lead to multiple videos explaining
how to lose weight with the help of
‘natural ozempic’. These videos say that a
concoction of vegetables such as
cucumber, celery, and bitter gourd
constitute ‘Nature’s Ozempic” and claim
that this can lower blood sugar and melt
fat. Ozempic is an antidiabetic and
anti-obesity medicine which is prescribed
under medical supervision for weight
management.

There are multiple videos promoting
juices of certain vegetables and drinking
these on empty stomach for weight loss.
Ms. Gadre, commenting on this trend,
explained: “There is no clinical evidence
supporting these drinks for sustainable
weight loss. Moreover, Ozempic is a
prescription GLP-1 drug used for type 2
diabetes under strict medical supervision.
You can’t DIY that with karela [bitter
gourd].” She further warned that
“Overconsumption of raw vegetable juices
can cause bloating, nutrient imbalances,
risk of kidney stones and even blood
sugar dips if not combined with meals.”

While social media promotes certain
foods, it also creates fear around a few
food products. This makes understanding
what to eat and what not more complex.

d study of Indian students found that social media significantly influences eating behaviours by triggering
cravings, and encouraging participation in food trends. GETTY IMAGES

Both sugar and carbohydrates have
earned a bad reputation on social media.
And while too much of either can be
detrimental, many take extreme
measures to curb it from their diets. The
Mayo Clinic prescribes: “people need at

THE GIST
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The global health and wellness
market stood at $1.4 trillion in
2024 according to a report by
McKinsey, the multinational
consulting firm. The report
highlighted that people are
prioritising wellness more than
ever and are looking for
science-backed products

v

A Google search tells us what
to eat or drink and how much,
for our weight concerns, skin
concems or even conditions
such as diabetes. However, this
information is not always
accurate, as it is sometimes not
backed by strong scientific
evidence, may promote
conflicting views and could
even distort scientific findings
to promote one item or
product

v

While social media promotes
certain foods, it also creates
fear around a few food
products. This makes
understanding what to eat and
what not more complex. The
diet that worked for a
22-year-old actor in Bollywood
is unlikely to be the right fit for

least 130 grams of carbohyd every
day to meet the body’s energy needs.” A
Johns Hopkins blog post on sugar
explains, “Our bodies run on sugar.
Removing natural sources of sugar and
other carbohydrates from your diet —
fruits, dairy products and grains — is not a
healthy choice”. Diets that cut out all
carbohydrates and sugars, such as the
ketogenic diet, can be harmful to your
health, it says.

Ms. Gadre added: “Social media thrives
on black-and-white thinking. Nutrition
science is all about context, dose, and
individuality. Is sugar “bad”? It depends.
A spoonful in your chai is vastly different
from drinking a litre of soda. The diet that
worked for a 22-year-old actor in
Bollywood is unlikely to be the right fit for
a 45-year-old working mother in Delhi.
Genetics, gut microbiome, lifestyle, stress
levels, and cultural background all
determine what works for you.“ When it
comes to a nuanced understanding of
nutrition science, randomised controlled
trials are the gold standard to understand
how and why certain foods get easily
absorbed by the body. But a lot of claims
are based on observations and
observational studies, and therefore can
or cannot be applied to everyone.
(Nabeela Khan is a Delhi-based health
and science journalist.
nabeelainayati@gmail.com)

Navigating Nutrition Information in the Era of Social Media

izrer Hifsar & g d uiwor Ja<ht STEHRY &1 aHs

e Social media thrives on black-and-white thinking, and much of the information is not always

accurate

a45-y |d working mother
in Delhi
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Nutrition science is all about context, dose, and individuality

TIvor 3 Ot R @ Ted, 1, iR safgarradr R enerid grar 3|

Genetics, gut microbiome, lifestyle, stress levels, and cultural background all determine what
works for you, say experts

O & SR, SR, T WEHIETY, ShaRic, T1d &1 WR, 3R TRBfaegsyd quf
T T HXd & b Mo foTT T JHTa g

Wellness and Nutrition in the Age of Social Media

izrer Wifgar & g § e SR Tiwor

Do you start your mornings with detox water, flaxseeds, chia seeds, eat collagen for skin
during the day and add a dose of magnesium for good sleep?

T 3T 3T gae fEeia aiex, Fieniisd, R s s I gE axd ¢, A d e &
ﬁqaﬁﬁmﬁ%%aﬁvmﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁmﬁ;ﬂ&m@ﬁ%

If your answer is yes, you are not alone.

3R SHTUH] SIaTd Bl &, N 31T (bl el &

The global health and wellness market stood at $1.4 trillion in 2024 according to a report
by McKinsey, the multinational consulting firm.

McKinsey @1 & RUIE & 3UR, afY® Wy 3R 3a- HIdHe &7 ATHR 2024 H $1.4
feferast umi

The report highlighted that people are prioritising wellness more than ever and are looking
for science-backed products.

FROYE & s 1 & d ugd @ wEt siftie vy Sfiae &) mrufied 2 38 § oR amnfee
T IUTGH T T H g

How is wellness and nutrition a central narrative of our conversations these days?

3ToIh e A MR TIUT 358 §HR STcdid &1 e fawa o= a1 82

Clinical nutritionist Amita Gadre explained: “Today, the ultimate status symbol is health
and vitality.

FAfdd gfexfe AT T 3 JHSET: “311el BT ifaw Wew Rivd & Wy iR Sshigddr|
A glowing skin, a high-energy lifestyle, and a fit physique are the new aspirations.
TSI @, I Sl arelt sitgRie, R fire IR oS $ 7% MHian ¢

And social media is the perfect stage for this display.

3R 78 veA & fore wrwrer Wifegar 9o Suged d9 R

However, in an information-filled world, people are struggling to understand nutrition
science, an area of study that is already a complex subject.

BT, Tb SR A W gferar & & diwor fagm & wme & forg 9o &+ 38 §, S ueat
¥ @ ue wfea fawa B

A recent peer-reviewed study conducted of Indian students highlighted how social media
impacts an individual’s eating patterns by acting as a stimulus for immediate consumption
of food, cravings and trying trends.

BT 51 § YRAI B R &1 715 Uh URR-Nags Wt d aarn w1 fos wiwra Hifsar safaaa
@ﬁa%&rra-cﬁaﬁmrrﬁamm% R i @1 W #3397, hfdw, 3R 78 dg9 B
SHTSHTT §6 STl 5|
Another study from South Africa also found that social media is used to access and
implement nutrition information while showing the inability of participants to assess
whether nutrition information on social media is evidence-based and correct.

TH 3R Sfefur anpteT &t WSt # uran mar for Aire Hifsar &1 sxauTe Nuv &Y SEerRt
T B34 3R UM & e forar sirar 8, afer wfawifit o) a8 guga & sRywadr gt ¢
% U5 SHBR) wHTor ST SR e © T e

A simple Google search tells us what to eat or drink and how much, for our weight
concerns, skin concerns or even conditions such as diabetes.
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e However, this information is not always accurate, as it is sometimes not backed by strong
scientific evidence, may promote conflicting views and could even distort scientific
findings to promote one particular food item or product.
BT, I8 THHRT gHRM TP 81 gidl, Rl I8 Hi-F1ft Werga Aq=S THIT R
TR gt giel, ﬁﬁmﬂﬁaﬁﬁméﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁvmﬁwﬁaﬁm-uﬁsm
farddl T ITe a1 W 9] B FGIaT < Thll gl

e “While social media has raised awareness, it has simultaneously created a ‘Wild West’ of
information that has deeply complicated the public’s understanding of nutrition,” said Ms.
Gadre.
el ALl HfSAT 7 AP AT TGT5 3, Qb1 WY 81 3 SR BT Th "dTge8 av”
1t 5 o & R ++aiwor & far o ot wee o) Sifedt s fea B, U e & gt T

Science Behind Nutrition and Food

YT 3R HieH & §i9 &1 fagm=

e So what is the science behind nutrition and food? Vikrant Ghanekar, scientific officer, Biology
Cell at Homi Bhabha Centre for Science Education explained that the small intestine has
an extensive supply of blood vessels to facilitate the uptake of nutrients.
a1 Iy SR HIeH & Ui 1 fax= 1 2 fashia 9oian, e SR, sTatarel Ia, gt
HIHT faSIT 1&g 3 oraman i BT 3iid H Ui dedl & @YU o {o Ta arfedpraif Bt
38t 3yl et 3

e He added that "excess vitamins, minerals may not give immediate benefits because water-
soluble vitamins (Vitamin B and Vitamin C) are lost through body fluids [urine] and
excessive oil-soluble vitamins can be harmful for metabolism.

I 3 Tl % “3raafie faerfie 3k @it aopra ary T8t 2 ife oia-H-ga-sia
faerfrm (e B8R ) IRR & Ra uerdf [ & mem ¥ a1eR fAed 9d § 8iR aa-
ga-Rie faerfdqy @ sif¥iwar Aeraifesd & e gifReR® 8 96l 8|

e Regular supply through fruits and leafy vegetables is enough to maintain a balance,” he
said.

I el & Faftd 0 T vd 3R wReR aferal & a7 ¥ Yqa 91T G- Jaied giaT 3|

e Ms. Gadre explained how eating one food may not immediately impact our health.
g2 MY 7 YHST [ I TP YPR BT HISH TH T GLd 8HR W R 3R gl US|

e "Take Vitamin C as an example (from oranges). It is water-soluble, so it is absorbed in the
small intestine and carried in the blood.

FAeIfiA ¢ &1 ISeRUI & (AR ) | T8 STA-gaA=Nd giaT 2, 3T T8 BT 3fid & i
BT 8 SR o H & ST Sl 31
e Your body takes only what it needs. The rest is excreted in urine.
%memsﬁm%ﬁaﬁ TITTHT gict ¢ | AN I & AIeqH I F1eR bt S
I
¢ No amount of oranges can force your skin to glow instantly.
DI |l A1 T ¥ 31Ud AgY DI gid 6! aHDT D |

e Glow comes from a combination of hydration, healthy fats, protein and antioxidants, not

just one vitamin.

TS FIISTM, Bea! hed, W iR THeiwriided & Yaio ¥ 31l §, Had U& faertq 3
el

e Also, absorption depends on gut health, the presence of other nutrients, and overall balance.
Y &, AR Sfiell & WA, 3= UV dedl bl UM 3R Fo Igad R R Har gl

e "So yes, eat your oranges. But also eat your dal, rice, ghee, sabzi, nuts — glow comes from
nourishment, not gimmicks.”
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‘Food as a Cure’

‘YIS U SaTSl b T 7

e What many struggle to understand or often misunderstand, is whether food can cure
diseases or medical conditions.
Igd I N I8 THS Te! UTd AT 7Ted GHeId & fob o1 Wi dtaria a1 fifeedta fRufeat o1
31F TR IHdT g

e  Krish Ashok, author of the book Masala Lab explained “good food provides ingredients for
the body’'s immune system to function at its best (genetically determined) capacity.

FWT 33N, THTAT AF GIIP & ARG - JHATT {3 *3resT HIe= IRR 1 ufaved yormett ot
3O AT (STafRIe &0 d Feffea) emar R o1 w3 & e I veH w=a gl

e But beyond that, food cannot act like medicine.”
<fh $HDb 3T HIST &aT P ARG PTH g1 D AhdT |

e ltis the same with seeds, spices and water.
TE a1 diel, FETE SR Ut & Ty off Ay el B

e According to Ms. Gadre, kitchen ingredients such as carom seeds or fennel seeds (ajwain,
dalchini, jeera, saunf) are great in culinary doses and have traditional digestive benefits.

Il TTER & 3R, SSTaTSH, STadi-t, ST, WP S THIS & ded WU St AT H 3w
I § 3R URURS Urae &Y 3d &

e When asked if they could help lose weight, she said, “To expect them to cure obesity or
diabetes is taking it too far.
OIS I YT T % 1 J I B BIA T e IR Idhd §, O S del, “STY WeTdr ar
SRS & STl B IHG BT 9gd TGl 81 STl g |

e Superfoods don't undo overeating or inactivity.
JREE iU WM a1 Mg sita-igient & 31 78! d qhd |

e Weight loss and metabolic health require exercise, stress and sleep management and
calorie balance.”
o UETHT 3R AeTalierd ey & i sarm, 9914 3R g &1 ydu a1 Hant Iga-d
aRID "

e Commenting on daily water requirements, she said, "Hydration is vital, but that 8-glass
rule is generic.
3IBH P Ul B TReal R ool e gU &g, BT SR Wil €, qfd 8 firemy &1
o g 7

e Overhydration can lead to electrolyte imbalance.
it U fiA O gaaeiarge A 8 Jadl ¢

e A good rule of thumb: drink when you’re thirsty, sip more in hot weather or after
workouts, and observe your urine colour — pale yellow is ideal.

TS 3BT RIPT §: o Wy ot o fifore, f & Has a1 s & 91g st 3R fifg, ik
30 ¥ BT 37 QY — gt derm Sexi &
e Water doesn’t flush toxins.”

T IR A e (toxins) BT 918X T} BT |”

Misleading Online Trends
YIS AT e g
e Asimple keyword search — ‘how to lose weight’ unwraps a whole lot.
T WIYRY BI9S T — “aui 8 eI’ — Tgd $3 T T 3

e Search results lead to multiple videos explaining how to lose weight with the help of ‘natural
ozempic'.
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These videos say that a concoction of vegetables such as cucumber, celery, and bitter
gourd constitute ‘Nature’s Ozempic’ and claim that this can lower blood sugar and melt
fat.

3 IS e § for TR, Srorarg= 3R FHean o Afewral & fAyor &1 wepfa &1 el
HET oI & 3R ST B ¢ (o I8 S8 YR B FHR Thdl g 3R gl foraar Tbar g |
Ozempic is an antidiabetic and anti-obesity medicine which is prescribed under medical
supervision for weight management.

ﬁaﬁ‘?f&lﬂ%wnqﬁ?aﬁ?ﬁmﬁﬁ?ﬂw%%ﬁmﬁﬁaw$mﬁrﬁmﬂﬂumﬁ
EISIE

Understanding Nutrition Trends and Misinformation on Social Media

Trzrer Wifear w Qiwor ygftrat iR Tad SEER S THgET

There are multiple videos promoting juices of certain vegetables and drinking these on empty
stomach for weight loss.

FE Afoqdl & S 3R 3¢ Wl Ue G &I AR F3 ST IRRE § o gl ue & gerdl ad
gl

Ms. Gadre, commenting on this trend, explained: “There is no clinical evidence supporting
these drinks for sustainable weight loss.

39 gy IR fewuft Hd §T Ms. Gadre = HgTl: "3 U1 & [T SIRA T geT™ &1 JHUT IR
3Tl BIS AT W10 767 3 |

Moreover, Ozempic is a prescription GLP-1 drug used for type 2 diabetes under strict
medical supervision.

2P (AT, Ozempic T FITEFRIA GLP-1 34T € o €137 2 AYHE & o $aRk Rifrcsia
Rt & v Bt e B

You can't DIY that with karela [bitter gourd].

3TY 3T BT (bitter gourd) H TR TR GG To! &1 bl |

She further warned that “Overconsumption of raw vegetable juices can cause bloating,
nutrient imbalances, risk of kidney stones, and even blood sugar dips if not combined
with meals.”

IBi T Idra-l < fs et Afeurdl & I B AP A9 B I U Fa-T, Gyof
SR, TS BT TYH BT WaRT, 3R Al HIoH & Iy 7 forar o o sars PR A fARTae 8
el

While social media promotes certain foods, it also creates fear around a few food products.
wigl |rere Hifear oo @ uerf Bl gl adl 8, 98] PO B de) 3% i hard gl

This makes understanding what to eat and what not more complex.

3O U8 g SR Wi wifew 81 e § fob o @1 § iR &)1 e

Both sugar and carbohydrates have earned a bad reputation on social media.

I HIFSUT IR YR AR PraioTsged aHl bl WeId Bfd 5 g3 6

And while too much of either can be detrimental, many take extreme measures to curb it
from their diets.

BT DT SAf® Fa- BIHBHRS g1 Thdl g, Al B3 AT 56 YRI a¥e ST3¢ | g™ o
T IUT U &

The Mayo Clinic prescribes: “People need at least 130 grams of carbohydrates every day to
meet the body’s energy needs.”

) fRfe & 3FUR: “IRR B Folf sRewdl B! [T A P (oW 8 fa #9 & +H 130 I

PralgESC TS B 1”

A Johns Hopkins blog post on sugar explains, “Our bodies run on sugar. Removing natural
sources of sugar and other carbohydrates from your diet — fruits, dairy products and grains
— is not a healthy choice”.
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Diets that cut out all carbohydrates and sugars, such as the ketogenic diet, can be harmful
to your health, it says.

TSR3 WM off 9H Praigrgged 3R IFR &I 8 8, oY [ Bl T3¢, WA & g
FIN®R® g 9&d ¢ |

Ms. Gadre added: "Social media thrives on black-and-white thinking. Nutrition science is all
about context, dose, and individuality.”

Ms. Gadre 3 BgT: "Td HifeaT HTA-Tbe T W Iddl & | TINoT A5 U, A6 3R
fRTTd fusar W) 3nuRa g1

Is sugar "bad"? It depends. A spoonful in your chai is vastly different from drinking a litre of
soda.

T YR "R 87 T8 F1R a1 81 9 & 1 907 A o efter et ¥R 9 faagd s g
The diet that worked for a 22-year-old actor in Bollywood is unlikely to be the right fit for a
45-year-old working mother in Delhi.

Sl 18T U 22 AT & dieiigs AT & o 19 Fxdl 8, a8 IS et @1 45 Tra ot
HTHDTSN Ti & o Iugad 1 81|

Genetics, gut microbiome, lifestyle, stress levels, and cultural background all determine
what works for you.

TR, 3Tal & GeAoid, SHaaed, T91d TR 3R P fad YRy 99 &d § & s
fore o JugEd B

When it comes to a nuanced understanding of nutrition science, randomised controlled
trials are the gold standard.

T fa 1 RTS8 o WA & e YSHIgSS Heles graed & 8-l AP JT- offdl g |
But a lot of claims are based on observations and observational studies, and therefore can
or cannot be applied to everyone.

Afh B3 23 il 3R SIS ATl W MR BN ¢, 39l 3¢ T W Ay
fopar ST g § a1 =gt +ff i o gepan|
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Lab-grown cells help restore insulin in
12 persons with severe type 1 diabetes

e P
[

GS 11l: S&T :

Anirban Mukhopadh

Every day, people with type 1 dia-
betes track blood sugar, adjust in-
sulin, brace for highs and lows,
and watch for signs of the next
crash. Even the best technology,
including pumps and sensors,
can’t fully replicate the natural
rhythm of a healthy pancreas.

But a new study suggests an in-
novative approach: instead of
working around the damage, what
if you could replace what’s
missing?

A small clinical trial, reported in
the New England Journal of Medi-
cine in June, tested a therapy
called zimislecel: stem cell-derived
islet cells infused into the liver. In
12 people with severe, long-stand-
ing type 1 diabetes, these cells be-
gan producing insulin again, im-
proving blood sugar control and
preventing dangerous lows.

It’s early days and challenges re-
main. But for a condition where ev-
ery treatment has meant compro-
mise, zimislecel signals a way to
restore what the disease took away
without relying on donor organs.

Type 1 diabetes begins when the
immune system attacks the islets
cells, which produce insulin and

S
People with type 1 diabetes track blood
sugar, adjust insulin and watch for signs
of the next crash. GETTY IMAGES

other hormones that regulate
blood sugar. Without these cells,
people rely on external insulin, ad-
justing doses by trial and error. But
despite automated delivery sys-
tems, about 75% don’t reach their
recommended blood sugar targets
and some continue to experience
episodes of low levels.

The idea of replacing lost islets
isn’t new. Transplants from de-
ceased donors have reduced or
eliminated insulin use in some pa-
tients. However, as it stands today,
the procedure is limited by several
practical and logistical hurdles, Ni-
hal Thomas, professor of endocri-

nology and head of the Centre for
Stem Cell Research at Christian
Medical College, Vellore, said.

“Once the pancreas is removed,
the clock starts ticking.” Mr. Tho-
mas said. “Extracting the islets
isn't straightforward either. You
need a Ricordi chamber, a skilled
lab team, and, even then, one pan-
creas may not give you enough.
The actual infusion is not that com-
plex, but everything that leads up
to it makes the process
demanding.”

Instead of harvesting islets from
donors, scientists made zimislecel
by growing islets from pluripotent
stem cells in the lab. These were
matured into functioning islets and
infused into the hepatic portal
vein, with the hope that these cells
would take root and begin produc-
ing insulin inside the body.

The trial enrolled people who
had type 1 diabetes for more than
two decades, no detectable insulin
production, and experienced two
to four severe hypoglycaemic
events in the previous year. All 12
participants received a full dose of
zimislecel and were followed up
for at least a year.

To prevent their bodies from re-
jecting the transplanted cells, they

were placed on an immunosup-
pressive regimen free of glucocor-
ticoids. Within 90 days, all partici-
pants were producing C-peptide, a
marker of insulin production, with
levels more than doubling by day
365. Blood sugar control improved
in tandem.

Phase 3 trials of zimislecel are
already underway, with 50 partici-
pants from around the world who
will be followed for five years.

“This study marks a promising
step forward in a field that has seen
remarkably slow progress over the
last 70 years,” Mr. Thomas said.
“But if the therapy is eventually in-
troduced to the market, important
questions will remain around its
cost and the side-effects related to
life-long immunosuppression.”

(Anirban Mukhopadhyay is a ge-
neticist by training and science
communicator from Delhi.
anirban.genetics@south.du.ac.in)

For feedback and
suggestions

for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in with
the subject ‘Daily page’

Lab-grown Cells Help Restore Insulin in 12 Persons with Severe

Type 1 Diabetes

a9-H ST 7T HIRTE 1R R 1 AYHT aret 12 safwmal o

SR B 98T B | Hag Bt 3

e Every day, people with type 1 diabetes track blood sugar, adjust insulin, brace for highs and
lows, and watch for signs of the next crash.

TGTd & ol dUR T8d &, 3R 3Teht TR RRTae & Ihdl W) oR &d B
e Even the best technology, including pumps and sensors, can't fully replicate the natural
rhythm of a healthy pancreas.

U7 3R AR Rf T 3rast a1t Tai SFATRT &1 WIpfasd a9 &t I3} aRE o d ol

P gt |

e But a new study suggests an innovative approach: instead of working around the damage,
what if you could replace what's missing?

Qfh T =11 310 U TTIRYT! daRiehT G &: Afe JHAMH & IRI 3R HTH IR & qold
319 i T 8 S99 81 99 §?

e A small clinical trial, reported in the New England Journal of Medicine in June, tested a
therapy called zimislecel: stem cell-derived islet cells infused into the liver.

o # < Sds W T AR O vl e Bt e wdiemrn A R e
AU BT TR0 o WH A & YT Mg ec HIIBIY Atax | UiAy H15 15|

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website : patrioticias.in

Page49


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

In 12 people with severe, long-standing type 1 diabetes, these cells began producing

insulin again, improving blood sugar control and preventing dangerous lows.

TR 3R & WY | 2137 1 9yuE I Nfda 12 aafdmal o 37 sk 3 iR § ggfem

FAMT = a1, o sers PR 07 & GUR gon Sik War-Te RRTae &1 AT o 97|

It's early days and challenges remain. But for a condition where every treatment has meant

compromise, zimislecel signals a way to restore what the disease took away without relying

on donor organs. ] '

75 3t el GR B SR gl a1t g3 €1 AfdhT U Ut SR A ret &% 3o o wwsitar

@Jm%, mem%mmwaﬁwﬁm@ﬁ@wwm
il I

How Type 1 Diabetes Works

T1EY 1 STAfIES A $H Pl @

Type 1 diabetes begins when the immune system attacks the islets cells, which produce
insulin and other hormones that regulate blood sugar.

18U 1 AYHE d9 T3 BidT & Sid UTAR&MT WUTTel! 3Tgeie SIRIbIail TR gHel Bl 8, S sgfer
3R 3= g ST § of &S YR I Fifid avd €

Without these cells, people rely on external insulin, adjusting doses by trial and error.

3 HIRIBT3N & 3T, T aTed) SYRM R R ed 8 iR wdieron 3iv 3fe & 3R R e
FHRIST B B

But despite automated delivery systems, about 75% don’t reach their recommended
blood sugar targets and some continue to experience low levels.

AfeT Taafera fediadt Red & S1as[g, T 75% RT SRR &8 PR WX d& o
Ugd UTd 3R & $I AR A IFR BT G HAT ISl g

Limitations of Donor Transplants

SR YR $1 AT

Zimislecel: Lab-made Islets

frftres: d9 & 991¢ Y 3Tgee

The idea of replacing lost islets isn't new. Transplants from deceased donors have reduced
or eliminated insulin use in some patients.

Y GU AT DI o8 A4 BT [GaR 791 951 5 | Fd SIFRI & YARIYOT 4 $& TSl & sgfor &
UGN Y ¥ IT WeH R T T

However, the procedure is limited by several practical and logistical hurdles, said Nihal
Thomas, professor of endocrinology and head of the Centre for Stem Cell Research at
Christian Medical College, Vellore.

BT, Ig UfohdT s HATAEINS SR difere® arusfi ¥ Hifid 3, 9 51§ de@R &
fpfim Afsea siaw & TSifbAraiel & MR SR ©H ¥a Rad JeX & 7w fgra yrE
Eall

"Once the pancreas is removed, the clock starts ticking.”

"SR BT TR fTer ST €, Ut g YR 81 o g 1"

Extracting the islets isn't straightforward either. You need a Ricordi chamber, a skilled lab
team, and, even then, one pancreas may not give enough.

3z faTerr oft s =8 gian| 39 forg Raprel dar, 2a a9 W, oik a9 off uas
ST ¥ YT PIRASTE 781 forer Tpedl|

The actual infusion is not that complex, but everything that leads up to it makes the process
demanding.

3T TSI SIfed g1 &, b SUb Ugd Bi Uichdl 34 HfS+ MR YHHT 7 <ot g
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Instead of harvesting islets from donors, scientists made zimislecel by growing islets from
pluripotent stem cells in the lab.

SR I TSAC A B ToId, AFTD! A TgRUIee WH A A STgde I fftraas s
These were matured into functioning islets and infused into the hepatic portal vein, with
the hope they would take root and begin producing insulin.

3¢ Afhy 3Mgee H UNUS a1 a7 3R gufes Uide 719 & ST 747, 39 3G ¥ {3 I IR
T TP YA BT IATGH = D1 |

Clinical Trial Details

feafrea graa &1 faavor

The trial enrolled people who had type 1 diabetes for more than two decades, no
detectable insulin production, and had 2-4 severe hypoglycaemic events in the previous
year.

=T Ti&0r H 20 T A 4P TUT | T5U 1 AYHE, TR ST L, 3R s adf F 2-
4 TR & IER geAredt ara IRl &1 nfid foar

All 12 participants received a full dose of zimislecel and were followed for at least a year.
Tt 12 gl &1 RifRew 9t off @ue < 12 ok 9 @ %9 te 9f 9 R 8
RECIRIGN

To prevent rejection, they were placed on an immunosuppressive regimen free of
glucocorticoids.

il @ Tem & R 3% @B PIgS e RgAI-wiRa garai w @ |

Within 90 days, all participants were producing C-peptide, a marker of insulin production,
with levels more than doubling by day 365.

90 f&=1 & ViR, Tt wfavIial & c-eTss EYA SwTeA &1 Ydbad) I ol 3R 3659
71 7% a5 I ¥ 3l &)

Blood sugar control improved in tandem.

TP 1Y g1 &1 YR Fraeor A oft gurR g

Future Scope and Challenges

ufaer it FueAg 3R gAfoat

Phase 3 trials of zimislecel are already underway, with 50 participants globally, followed for
five years.

e @1 e 3 Tfiarr usa @ =3 1 3, o fay R wR 50 ufawrh =i § ok 3%
qig qut do AR # 3|1 \re |

"This study marks a promising step forward in a field that has seen remarkably slow
progress over 70 years,” Mr. Thomas said.

o YT A e, U7 ST U TSP HeH 8, U U4 &7 H ofgl fUod 70 aui & 9ga
e wfa gS 21
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e But if the therapy is eventually introduced to the market, important questions will remain
around its cost and the side-effects related to life-long immunosuppression.

Afp R I8 W IO H 311t 8, TSP AT 3R S WR FRAT-TURE I FS goHTal
DI B W@yl UY 5 57|
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Steppmg stone

The NASA-Axiom-ISRO tie-up is an
admirable outcome

crew of four astronauts including India’s
A Shubhanshu Shukla completed their

roughly two-week mission to the Interna-
tional Space Station on July 15. Mr. Shukla’s trip
was presumed to have been an intensive rehear-
sal ahead of his flight as part of India’s first batch
of astronauts for ISRO’s ‘Gaganyaan’ mission, cur-
rently expected in 2027. The presumption is be-
cause the goals of Mr. Shukla’s trip, which ISRO
arranged for by paying north of ¥500 crore to Ax-
iom Space, have not been officially communicat-
ed by Indian authorities. Fortunately, clarifica-
tions from Axiom and NASA have since cast more
light on its purpose. While ISRO and the Depart-
ment of Space are still expected to proactively
disseminate what they know about their activities
under Gaganyaan, not least because of the mis-
sion’s 20,000 crore price tag, Mr. Shukla’s trip
ought to strengthen ISRO’s preparations. Human
spaceflight is a highly involved endeavour: once
in space, the crew is on its own and the resources
to respond to a variety of situations are limited.
According to a statement ISRO published after
the mission launched on June 25, Mr. Shukla and
Prasanth Nair — who is also part of Gaganyaan’s
first cohort of astronauts and was part of the Ax-
iom mission’s backup crew — were familiarised
with “advanced spacecraft systems, emergency
protocols, scientific payload operations, micro-
gravity adaptation, space medicine, and survival
traits”. As the mission pilot, per Axiom, Mr. Shuk-
la was also coached on docking and undocking,
manual operations, atmospheric reentry, and
anomaly management. Onboard the space sta-
tion, Mr. Shukla was exposed to operations in the
Japanese and European modules, for which he
and Mr. Nair were trained in Japan and Germany.
ISRO Chairman V. Narayanan has also said that
the Axiom mission cost less than what ISRO
might have had to invest if it had to train Mr.
Shukla on its own. In all, the NASA-Axiom-ISRO
tie-up emerges as an admirable outcome, even as
space agencies continue to closely guard space
technologies for their strategic value.

Concerns that the limitations imposed by the
U.S’s International Traffic in Arms Regulations
would prevent the duo from learning much may
also be laid to rest. Instead, they may be replaced
by concerns about ISRO’s piecemeal communica-
tion. Astronauts cut inspirational figures and ap-
peal to all ages. As India prepares for its first hu-
man spaceflight mission, there can be no better
way to build excitement than by facilitating ac-
cess to India’s astronauts. The lack of initiative is
hard to rationalise, although it is still not too late.
ISRO as well as India’s soft power platform will
make copious gains by expanding outreach and
easing public access to the spacefarers.

Stepping Stone: The NASA-Axiom-ISRO Tie-up is an
Admirable Outcome

el BT URIR: NASA-Axiom-ISRO BT JgANT U
W1 SUafd 8

e A crew of four astronauts including India’s Shubhanshu Shukla completed
their roughly two-week mission to the International Space Station on July
15.

YRd & YUTY] [T Ifed IR iafver ara) $t 39 3 15 Jars & a6t
HEITE BT SRR SaRer W firr g1 foban|

e Mr. Shukla’s trip was presumed to have been an intensive rehearsal ahead
of his flight as part of India’s first batch of astronauts for ISRO’s
‘Gaganyaan’ mission, currently expected in 2027.

ot YT B TG AT AT S @) © b I8 AT fmE & o saat Ss=
Ugd B T ST AT A, S 2027 H FIfd 1

e The presumption is because the goals of Mr. Shukla’s trip, which ISRO
arranged by paying north of ¥500 crore to Axiom Space, have not been
officially communicated by Indian authorities.

g YRUM SHFATT &1 &ifdb ISRO A Axiom Space @1 3500 HRIS | ATUPH BT

YA S ol FRE maifora faran, S9e @eal &t snfueive v & |rsn

&Y farar T B

e Fortunately, clarifications from Axiom and NASA have since cast more
ht on its purpose.

glum‘r@r Axiom 3N% NASA gRT & 718 el 3 firee & Ie=al & Wy

o Whlle ISRO and the Department of Space are still expected to proactively
disseminate information about Gaganyaan, especially because of the mission’s
¥20,000 crore price tag, Mr. Shukla’s trip ought to strengthen ISRO’s
preparations.

STEfd ISRO 3R 3fafker fHUmT § ug 3ern g f 3 220,000 HAS AN arad
WA fBRME & IR J Jfha U | TESRY A1en &, o e & A= B
ISRO B ATTRUY H Hogd 1 & U & T S @1 8|

¢ Human spaceflight is a highly involved endeavour: once in space, the crew
is on its own and the resources to respond to a variety of situations are limited.

A4 3de] IS8T T 3Id Sfed P §: U R 3falkel § 91 & arg, a9

30 TH W Bl & 3R gawredf ¥ Fueq & dare dAfd gia g1

e According to ISRO's statement after the launch on June 25, Mr. Shukla and Prasanth Nair —
also part of the first Gaganyaan cohort and the backup crew for the Axiom mission — were
trained in advanced spacecraft systems, emergency protocols, scientific payload
operations, microgravity adaptation, space medicine, and survival traits.

25 S I Y& & T1¢ ISRO & TUT & AR, 41 Yo SR u=rid TR —

N M &

TEd ga § & 3R Axiom =M & Se3rd g ot & — Bl I AT+ WOTITRrAl, STUTd Wie i,
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e As the mission pilot, per Axiom, Mr. Shukla was also coached on docking and undocking,
manual operations, atmospheric reentry, and anomaly management.

Axiom & 3JOR, fR urade & =u & o} Yo &) ST 3R SIS, Agsrd Jara,
ISR G:9aT SR TSast yaed o1 oft ufigror feam |

e Onboard the space station, Mr. Shukla was exposed to operations in the Japanese and
European modules, for which he and Mr. Nair were trained in Japan and Germany.
3faRe M W 4 Ya & AT SR R Aiege W waTer &1 Sgud e, fores forg
I R ot AR BT SUT 3R S 7wt foman ma A

e |ISRO Chairman V. Narayanan has also said that the Axiom mission cost less than what ISRO
might have had to invest if it had to train Mr. Shukla on its own.

ISRO 3ferel dY. ARTAUA A H3T fb Axiom AR &1 AFTd ISRO GRT €4 Ufk&ur & &t
3Ufara amTa @ &9 |

e In all, the NASA-Axiom-ISRO tie-up emerges as an admirable outcome, even as space
agencies continue to closely guard space technologies for their strategic value.

Hd AR, NASA-Axiom-ISRO HT AGIRT TP HRTE-1I URUITH & U H IR &, 1ol

am&&rqﬁﬁm 3aft oft siafver gt o1 Iurifae gram st &

e Concerns that limitations imposed by U.S.’s International Traffic in Arms Regulations
(ITAR) would restrict learning may be laid to rest.
g a1 fob ST & SiaRigia wed samurR R\ (1ITAR) &1 AT AR # srer s+, 3@
HATE AT A1 FHet &

¢ Instead, concerns about ISRO’s piecemeal communication may be more relevant.
Y% TOIY, ISRO B THSI-gh S| A AFBRI AT HI Bl Ugfed DI A TS 3d S1ar
St e gt B

e Astronauts cut inspirational figures and appeal to all ages.
3iatvel gt IRoUMERa® gid § 3R Wt U & ANl B1 e idd #d 7

e As India prepares for its first human spaceflight mission, there can be no better way to
build excitement than by facilitating access to India’s astronauts.
e YR 3T Ugalt HIFa 3idf¥el 38T fRE &t dur) &2 1 7, df WRd & Siafver aifay
P AT & AT GAH FAHT IS T2M PT I BT a1PT 81 AHhl g

e The lack of initiative is hard to rationalise, although it is still not too late.
SeRIar &1 IR 31 B34 8, grtifes oift 9gd X T8 g% 8

¢ ISRO as well as India’s soft power platform will make copious gains by expanding
outreach and easing public access to the spacefarers.

ISRO 3R HRd & HITE UTaR WeBiH &I BTw! a1y fre Topdr @ afe 3 o0t uga &1 iR
H SR Sfafer AT BT 31 a1 & e au s |
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n June 16, 2025, the Lieutenant Governor
0 of Jammu and Kashmir (J&K), Manoj

Sinha, emphasised that the eradication of
terrorism from J&K was the government'’s top
priority. In his address on the occasion of the
passing out parade at the Sher-e-Kashmir Police
Academy, Udhampur, he called upon the J&K
Police (JAKP) to utilise the modern technology to
counter security threats, prevent radicalisation
and triumph over adverse situations. He exhorted
the JAKP to adopt a multi-pronged approach and
harness the power of intelligence, community
engagement, technology and inter-agency
collaboration, based on good old beat policing.

Crucial asset

Mr. Sinha could not have been more accurate in
underlining the role of the local police in fighting
terrorism. The primacy of the local or State
police as the fulcrum of counter-terror operations
is a well established fact. The central forces - to
include the armed forces and central police
forces — always supplement and can never
supplant the State forces. The strength, and
hence the advantage of the local police in the
given context, comes from the fact that its
personnel belong to the region and know the
terrain and demography like no outside force
would know.

This intangible asset, as part of the repertoire
of the local police, is mainly due to their connect
with the local population, facilitating high-grade
intelligence of terrorists who operate amidst the
population. Can we deny the fact that the
terrorists who were behind the Pahalgam strike
on April 22, 2025, are still at large mainly due to
an existing gap in human intelligence (HUMINT)?
Or, for that matter, there indeed was a lack of
HUMINT prior to the strike and that had it been
present it could have averted Pahalgam? Unless
we acknowledge the gap, learn lessons and
proceed accordingly, it will be challenging to
ward-off potential terror strikes.

It is upon the government to constantly
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Placing the J&K
police under the
command of the
elected
government will
ensure policing
strategies that
align with the
local
population’s
concerns

improve the functional aspects of JAKP, which
could contribute to the overall consolidation of
the security situation. A beginning needs to be
made by placing the JAKP under the command of
the government that has been elected by the
people.

The local population has the most intimate
connect with the elected representative, who
cannot be kept out of the loop as far as the
security situation is concerned. Developments
such as terrorist movements and overground
workers’ activities in an area can never escape
the notice of peoples’ representatives, who are
one of the most crucial stakeholders in the
security matrix. It is reiterated that locals always
feel more comfortable to share information with
their sarpanch or their Member of the Legislative
Assembly (MLA) than with someone from a
central agency.

Restore the democratic structure

J&K has a rich and vibrant democratic culture
wherein the population has always participated
in local body elections with much enthusiasm. In
fact, the participation percentage in elections
decreases as one goes up the structure to
Assembly and parliamentary elections.
Unfortunately, due to the fragile security
situation, the local elected representatives —
though elected from time to time — have never
been empowered as in the constitutional
provisions.

The democratic order in J&K needs to be
restored, with all tiers in the structure of
governance from panchayats/municipal bodies to
MLAs and Members of Parliament activated and
made responsible for security. In the laid-down
tiered structure, the JAKP has a vital role towards
participatory execution. If not, there will be an
attitude of indifference on the part of peoples’
representatives, with a likely trickle-down effect -
of an indifferent local population — which will be
detrimental to counter-terrorism.

Policymakers will have to encourage a

structured dialogue between police forces and
local leaders to collaborate and address
community concerns, gather information on
terror-related activities and enhance public safety
initiatives.

This partnership can lead to more informed
decision-making and improved community
engagement in policing efforts. In a diverse
situation that exists in the various sub-regions of
J&K, terrorism has a local flavour, contextualised
by participation of local terrorist cadres operating
with foreign terrorists. These diverse challenges
will have to be tackled by respective local
governance, against the one size fits all approach.
The JAKP, with its basic unit at the thana level,
has always been enmeshed with local governance
to produce amazing results.

Bridging the gap

In the present situation of elected representatives
having been kept out of the security matrix, the
desired end will always be found wanting. The
policy measure of restoring the control of the
JAKP under the elected government will facilitate
better accountability and responsiveness to
community needs, ensuring that policing
strategies align with the local population’s
concerns and aspirations. Elected officials can
play a vital role in bridging the gap between the
police and the community, fostering trust and
cooperation essential for effective law
enforcement and counter terrorism.

By holding Assembly and parliamentary
elections in J&K, we have acknowledged the
agency of the people; the measures undertaken
will remain an unfinished agenda if not addressed
in an inclusive manner. More than terrorism, it is
about granting a participatory governance model
as against an elitist model, to the people. Mr.
Sinha’s overall aim of community engagement
will remain a pipe dream if elected
representatives are not incorporated with vigour,
to respect the decision of the people in electing
them. An improved security situation will follow.

A better terror fight with J&K police under state reins

oY 701 | 11 IR SIH-HRAR YT & 1Y dgaR JTddarg favieh

LEIE]

A better terror fight with J&K police under state reins

I AT # g9 IR SR-HRAER YR & 914 dga” Sd@dig farid das1s

e OnJune 16, 2025, the Lieutenant Governor of Jammu and Kashmir (J&K), Manoj
Sinha, emphasised that the eradication of terrorism from J&K was the

government’s top priority.

16 S 2025 B, TH-HIHR & IRISAUTA TS R8T 3 TR I Pel fob Tig-HIIR I

3D aTE HT IHAT IWHR B Y YrAfirar g
¢ In his address on the occasion of the passing out parade at the Sher-e-Kashmir
Police Academy, Udhampur, he called upon the J&K Police (JAKP) to utilise the
modern technology to counter security threats, prevent radicalisation and
triumph over adverse situations.
JYTR H IR-T-HIUR T rapTedit T UTikitT 313c s & SR R 30 &y &
3I5i- STHI-HIUR YT (JAKP) ¥ 318 foa fos a8 Sy aa-ie &1 ITIRT Y
T GRET TRl BT YoTadl, HgIal B AbAr 3R fudta uRfRufoal w faeg

T B S Tob |

e He exhorted the JAKP to adopt a multi-pronged approach and harness the
power of intelligence, community engagement, technology and inter-agency
collaboration, based on good old beat policing.

I JAKP T FT fh I8 Tg- St JurHa SroAe 3R Sefera, wqera ot
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Crucial asset

Hgayut JufRy

e Mr. Sinha could not have been more accurate in underlining the role of the local
police in fighting terrorism.
st Riee1 7 R gierd 3t YffeT 1 sfddare 9 dsTs H ¥@ifhd $3d gU faepa
g! &1 Hal |

e The primacy of the local or State police as the fulcrum of counter-terror
operations is a well established fact.
T8 s a2 & o5 it ar Irs g sdeare faried siftrmi &t qrer 9

e The central forces — to include the armed forces and central police forces —
always supplement and can never supplant the State forces.

Feia ga — o e 9 SR Feiia gie 0 IR § — sAMRE A E, A
7T Tl PTRIH g1 o Tobd |

¢ The strength, and hence the advantage of the local police in the given context,
comes from the fact that its personnel belong to the region and know the
terrain and demography like no outside force would know.

T gier &) ared SfiR a1y 39 ax | fAfed § for 39 ool St & & fardt g
I

e This intangible asset, as part of the repertoire of the local police, is mainly due
to their connect with the local population, facilitating high-grade intelligence of
terrorists who operate amidst the population.
Tg 3 Yufe, S R g & 3Hd &1 e 8, T T ¥ 36! AT ATard)
¥ JS1d & SR gl 7, o 3 Sirdfdpal @1 3= wWita Givar weR! firad 8
ST 319 ATl & o T <& &

e Can we deny the fact that the terrorists who were behind the Pahalgam strike on
April 22, 2025, are still at large mainly due to an existing gap in human
intelligence (HUMINT)?

1 59 39 a4 DI TPR HSd g [0 22 U 2025 P! TFERTH §HA & Ul I SMTAD!
3t off TR 8, T U W gy $efSi (HUMINT)  Higg wnft & HrRor?

e Or, for that matter, there indeed was a lack of HUMINT prior to the strike and
that had it been present it could have averted Pahalgam?

7 fohR T8 ﬂﬁﬂa%ﬁsmﬁwﬁ HUMINT &t &3t 2t 3R 3R 98 HiSg gt at
UG CIITH gHTIT CTelT SIT JehdT UT?

¢ Unless we acknowledge the gap, learn lessons and proceed accordingly, it will

be challenging to ward-off potential terror strikes.

od d g9 39 W B WeR, I69 WE 787 o R IW 3uR 3m 7Y 9¢q, a9
T ST STAPT gHe B AT FAaTgot gHT|

e Itis upon the government to constantly improve the functional aspects of JAKP,
which could contribute to the overall consolidation of the security situation.

g WHR &I TR § [F a8 JAKP & FTaicers uggsil it fFRay dgar a41g,
forae R fRufay &t T woigdt & aiver 8 9% |

¢ A beginning needs to be made by placing the JAKP under the command of the
government that has been elected by the people.
P! Y[HAT 3 IRE DI AT A1BT foh JAKP B I IRPR & = @1 ome oy
ST GRT AT 747 8|

¢ The local population has the most intimate connect with the elected
representative, who cannot be kept out of the loop as far as the security
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situation is concerned.
RITIG SdT BT Tad HE day I I gU wiafAim 3 g 3, O gren
ATHAT | S8R 81 3@ oIl qohd |

¢ Developments such as terrorist movements and overground workers’ activities
in an area can never escape the notice of peoples’ representatives, who are one
of the most crucial stakeholders in the security matrix.
et & § st nfafaftm ok sitaRands aal 3t fafafirar Sar & ufaffar
B TR I 61 T9 ool o GR&T &1 & T gyl fRaur®! & A tw §|

e ltis reiterated that locals always feel more comfortable to share information
with their sarpanch or their Member of the Legislative Assembly (MLA) than
with someone from a central agency.

g ST 1T & {6 R @1 3rq) IRU= a1 faures (MLA) & 1Y STHbRT Jiem
XA A 3 Tgo WexH FXa & Soid forelt Fsfia wolwlt & Siftrrt & |

Restore the democratic structure

AHdiP i Bt T8It

e J&K has a rich and vibrant democratic culture wherein the population has always
participated in local body elections with much enthusiasm.

o SR A TP GG AR fdd Aedie wpia 8, Sl ol 3 T e game) §
THRN ITE F HIT foran gl

¢ In fact, the participation percentage in elections decreases as one goes up the structure to
Assembly and parliamentary elections.

o ARd H, SE-OY Bl fAurTaYT SR TUE gATal $1 SR Fgdl 7, TAE! H UIGRY B
A= gedr S g |

e Unfortunately, due to the fragile security situation, the local elected representatives —
though elected from time to time — have never been empowered as in the constitutional
provisions.

UTaR], TS gRe& fRUTA & HRUY, R Faffaa afafia of — gag-991g R Faffaa
81 & STace — HaUT® Wrayl & SR St Ixrad w8 fvar

e The democratic order in J&K needs to be restored, with all tiers in the structure of
governance from panchayats/municipal bodies to MLAs and MPs activated and made
responsible for security.
- H IR H Wi diie saawdl &) TR o7 31 3iazadar 3, frgd vamadl/AR
el & Ao fauras 3k Jige! do It IR TR &1 JRem & e Rrier s-m s

¢ In the laid-down tiered structure, the JAKP has a vital role towards participatory
execution.FYfRd WReg g #, JAKP F} Agayul yfiret § urfieriyef srafaa 7

o If not, there will be an attitude of indifference on the part of peoples’ representatives, with a
likely trickle-down effect — of an indifferent local population — which will be detrimental
to counter-terrorism.

gfe U1 751 gofl, o) Sfaf=feral @t IgRIar &1 Uid I, fo™ =it si=var @t ot
ST &1 YHTE i 9% o, S sTdearg-Adt vt & fg g ere g

e Policymakers will have to encourage a structured dialogue between police forces and local
leaders to collaborate and address community concerns, gather information on terror-
related activities and enhance public safety initiatives.

Hifa-Fafare ! giera aat ok R Aarsif & i e @R Harg &1 9era1 &1 g
i 3 AR Ier &t fiarsil & TSifid o= Ao, SiTadt Afafaferl &) SIHeRY Jer 9d
3R ATdeI~® GRET UGl o Horgd a1 T |

e This partnership can lead to more informed decision-making and improved community
engagement in policing efforts.
Ig AIReRY S1fie Jfera fofa a9 iR gierRin yarat & aqer #t urfier sgm o e &
HEE PR gl g
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¢ In a diverse situation that exists in the various sub-regions of J&K, terrorism has a local
flavour, contextualised by participation of local terrorist cadres operating with foreign
terrorists.
- B R ¥ faft Su-aE § Hiepe fafay fRufadl 4 ardearg o1 wirig @ giar 3, S
R et Fet grT el emdferal & ary fraey Terfera nfafafid! @ e g1

e These diverse challenges will have to be tackled by respective local governance, against the
one size fits all approach.

= fafay gHifoat @ fuen & e wirita =ma= & &1 aftsa fvan o anf, 7 % var 9
HHIYTT & TR0 |

e The JAKP, with its basic unit at the thana level, has always been enmeshed with local
governance to produce amazing results.

JAKP, Rt FTE} ST UTHT TR WR 8, S0 ¥ R U & 1Y J1 6! ¢ 3R 394
MR uikom 2 g1

Bridging the gap
1 UTeT

¢ In the present situation of elected representatives being kept out of the security matrix,

the desired end will always be found wanting.ﬂ?hﬁ@lﬁﬁ, EEARCHECRITIRIEE K]
YR T | AIER TWT TT §, T8 aifevd TiROTH SR 31 & Q|

e The policy measure of restoring the control of the JAKP under the elected government
will facilitate better accountability and responsiveness to community needs, ensuring that
policing strategies align with local concerns.

JAKP & faifad SRR & fFra=or o gg1a - &1 Hifa ST § dgar Jaadg! ok e
B Tl & fa Hag-Ritaar gEa grf, e g Yoot v fiatsi &
& gl

e Elected officials can play a vital role in bridging the gap between the police and the
community, fostering trust and cooperation essential for effective law enforcement and
counter terrorism.
Fraffra ufaf=fY, gfera ik Tqera & diw ot @E ) urer & ve veayuf yfye fHur gad
g, off fayrT 3R Weah T &I Serar &N 3R YU S Uad- 3R sirdware AR waret o
eTa |

e By holding Assembly and parliamentary elections in J&K, we have acknowledged the
agency of the people; the measures undertaken will remain an unfinished agenda if not
addressed in an inclusive manner.

SRR H fAUTTHT R THET GATa a1 B §H ST BT HfHBT B 71T <1 8
A afe 3 THTARN a¥ids | A8 U= /T, 1 I8 T SERT TSI o X |

e More than terrorism, it is about granting a participatory governance model as against an
elitist model, to the people.

gg Ryt sirdarare &1 a1d 781 8, Sfes ST &1 URfteRIgul T disd S 8, 7 fob &8
faruiftre R U Ats|

e Mr. Sinha's overall aim of community engagement will remain a pipe dream if elected
representatives are not incorporated with vigour, to respect the decision of the people in
electing them.
ot Rig1 &1 TSR $t URIERT &1 3= Th YT UTH 38 S g fatfra ufafaiftmat ot
|fpa U | fdre 781 far T, e Sar & Fola &1 e 81 9 |

e An improved security situation will follow.

P SIe R RAfa & gur S|
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China’s renewable energy revolution is the result of decades of strategic state planning and massive investments in innovation. State-owned enterprises and

FULL CONTEX/

Kabir Jeet Singh

hina installed more wind

turbines and solar panels in

2024 than every other nation

combined. This statistic alone
underlines how China has sped ahead in
the global green energy race, cornering
the entirety of the renewable supply
chain due to firm control over the
extraction of key raw materials such as
polysilicon and lithium. China also asserts
dominance over the manufacturing of
solar panels, wind turbines, and batteries.

China’s renewable energy revolution is

the result of decades of strategic state
planning and massive i in
innovation. Starting with modest pilot
projects in the early 2000s, Beijing is now
leading in solar panel and battery
production. In 2024 alone, China
allocated a remarkable $940 billion into
the renewable energy sector, according to
U.K.-based research organisation Carbon
Brief, from an initial investment of $10.7
billion in 2006. In comparison, India's
renewable energy sector received a
combined total investment of $3.4 billion
in 2024-25 as per the Council on Energy,
Environment, and Water, highlighting the
stark gap.

Turning crisis into opportunity

Apart from climate goals, what mainly
inspired China’s green revolution was a
mounting crisis of extremely high levels of
air pollution, coupled with concerns
about energy insecurity. By the early
2000s, the country’s reliance on coal had
made its cities nearly unliveable, resulting
in air pollution so bad in Beijing and
Shanghai that it was visible from space
and had garnered global attention.
Importantly, growing public awareness
about the adverse affects of air pollution
played a key role in pressuring the
government to act.

Moreover, surging electricity demand
left parts of the nation teetering on the
edge of blackouts. Also, increasing
dependence on foreign oil triggered
concerns over energy security. China’s oil
imports are largely dependent on West
Asia and sensitive shipping lanes through
the Strait of Hormuz and the South China
Sea.

Therefore, what began as a survival
strategy quickly evolved into a platform
for national ambition. In less than two
decades, China transitioned from an
environmental underdog to a
clean-energy driven superpower. The
turning point came with the Iith Five-Year
Plan (2006-2010), which elevated
renewable energy to a national strategic
priority. The passage of the Renewable
Energy Law in 2005 created legal backing
for this vision, offering grid access
guarantees and price incentives for wind
and solar producers, particularly private
enterprises that received generous
government subsidies. The state poured
billions into infrastructure and R&D,
while provinces like Gansu, Inner
Mongolia, and Jiangsu were identified as
early testing grounds for wind and solar
farms, in keeping with the Chinese
economic practice of starting with pilot
projects before scaling up.

The role of SOEs
State-owned Enterprises (SOEs) and
banks had a key role to play in executing
plans that were led by China’s National
Development and Reform Commission
(NDRC) and the National Energy
Administration (NEA). Public sector banks
provided heavy loans, while industrial

banks had a key role to play in the rise of China as a clean-energy superpower

THE GIST

v

From the start, Beijing had a
global vision for its ambitions,

Clean power: Workers install solar panels at a floating solar plant in Huainan, Anhui province, China in 2017. REUTERS

giants like State Grid, Huaneng, and
Genertec brought wind farms and solar
parks online at record speed. As SOEs,
these firms didn’t face the financial
limitations of the private sector.

The speed was enabled by a blend of
state coordination and market dy ism.
While the policy push ensured demand at
home, the sheer manufacturing scale
drove down prices abroad. From the
start, Beijing had a global vision for its
ambitions, using programmes such as the
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) to push
green trade, whether through the export
of solar panels, construction of
hydropower stations in Africa or building
wind farms in Latin America.

“The undertaking of major national
projects, quickly integrating funds,
technology, and policy resources, and
achieving scale effects that private
enterprises cannot achieve, that is what
led to this growth achieved by SOEs,”

Jains Li Lo %

of

! P
Genertec. SOEs translated national
climate policy into large-scale action,
deploying wind farms, solar parks, and
high-voltage transmission lines in remote
regions. Due to the substantial support
provided by the central government in
the form of mandates, low-interest credit,
and political backing, these companies
could move more quickly and take
significantly greater risks to innovate than
their private counterparts globally.

SOEs were also deployed to focus on
niche industries, allowing them to use
their vast investments in the development
and enhancement of a particular
technology. Specialised SOEs were not
only involved in building domestic energy
infrastructure but also served as
ambassadors of China’s green agenda
abroad. SOEs account for 55% of global
renewable energy investment, as per
Bloomberg Finance. China’s SOEs turned
clean energy into a tool of statecraft,
aligning economic development with

global dominance in renewable energy.
Without them, China’s rapid leap from
fossil-fuel giant to renewable superpower
with global influence would not have
been possible.

Lessons learnt
China’s green energy push wasn’t without
bumps along the way. For instance, in the
mid-2010s, wind and solar installations
outpaced the ability of the national grid to
absorb their output. This led to the
curtailment of energy, especially in
northern provinces such as Inner
Mongolia, Jilin, and Gansu where wind
power curtailment was as high as 20% in
2014. These bottlenecks revealed a critical
gap in transmission infrastructure.
Although the creation of renewable
energy projects was rapid, other aspects
of national infrastructure could not keep
up with the growth. Beijing responded
through heavy investments in ultra-high
voltage transmission lines and more focus
on better integrating renewables into the
national grid. Over a decade, State Grid
doubled its investment from $33.31 billion
in 2010 to $88.7 billion this year,
according to Reuters.

Another problem was haphazard
subsidy policies to SOEs that encouraged

N 4

Angola to Hungary to Bangladesh, China’s
geopolitical presence in the sector has
become deeply entrenched. The current
focus is on ensuring dominance in the
next wave of clean energy technologies.
With support guaranteed by the state to
firms such as Longi, Goldwing, and CATL,
production costs have been slashed due
to market dominance, leading to vertical
integration and economies of scale. The
next wave of advancement in renewable
technology will arrive in the form of
Al-powered smart grids, green hydrogen,
and next-generation nuclear technologies
like thorium reactors, all of which Beijing
has set its eyes on with the same formula
of aggressive state investment, breakneck
deployment, and focus on the export of
technology and influence.

The world now faces a bifurcated
energy landscape, as the U.S. and its allies
scramble to pump billions into reshoring
clean energy industries through
mechanisms like the Inflation Reduction
Act. The key difference between Chinese
SOEs and Western private enterprises is
the ability of the Chinese state to mobilise
large-scale manufacturing capabilities and
properly utilise their vast scale. This
enables low-cost, high-speed deployment
of renewable tech, while the West

wasteful without ]
oversight. The vast expansion of projects
encouraged a build-at-all-costs mentality,
leading to redundant projects and
inefficiencies across the sector. To correct
those issues, Beijing tightened oversight
mechanisms and emphasised planning
that favoured efficiency and
grid-readiness over capacity. One lesson
for ng was that in the race for
renewable development, speed could not
trump structure and organisation.

Global influence

With a sprawling global network spanning
61 countries and a web of joint ventures,
with local state-owned enterprises, from

with higher costs, slower
implementation, and far more complex
political considerations on the adoption
of green energy within each of their
countries. The contest of the future,
ultimately, will not be about panels or
turbines or climate targets but who sets
the rules of the global energy game. Will
the future of climate tech follow Beijing’s
centralised, scale-driven blueprint, or will
any other player be able to innovate fast
enough and demonstrate a credible
counter-model to offer to the world?

Kabir Jeet Singh is a student and writer
based in Beijing, with a deep interest in
global economics, energy policy, and
China’s ascent.

How is China leading the green energy sector?

94 gt St &3 & $ ol s /T 22

using such as the
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) to
push green trade, whether
through the exports of solar
panels, construction of
hydropower stations in Africa
or building wind farms in Latin
America.

v

Apart from climate goals, what
mainly inspired China’s green
revolution was a mounting
crisis of extremely high levels
of air pollution, coupled with
concerns about energy
insecurity.

v

The key difference between
Chinese SOEs and Western
private enterprises is the ability
of the Chinese state to mobilise
large-scale manufacturing
capabilities and properly utilise
their vast scale.
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e China installed more wind turbines and solar panels in 2024 than every other nation
combined.

2024 § 9 7 3= |t 330 Y Frarass oo fds exarg= SR HieR 99@ @, 379 S
R1fud fbul

e This statistic alone underlines how China has sped ahead in the global green energy race,
cornering the entirety of the renewable supply chain.

Tg i el Ge T ¢ [ Hd T Y gika Sl <is & dult F Mt Fdwd T g, 8iR
Tdteeoitg smyfd e W Iuew! gz g M gl

e Due to firm control over the extraction of key raw materials such as polysilicon and
lithium, China dominates the sector.
urefafere= iR frfiaw 99 we = e & s wR gege fasor & R 6= 39
&7 ¥ gy ST gU B

e China also asserts dominance over the manufacturing of solar panels, wind turbines, and
batteries.
I TeR ¥al, fds evargl, ok defal & fAmfor o off geear sAC gU Bl

e China's renewable energy revolution is the result of decades of strategic state planning
and massive investments in innovation.

9 31 AdteRuiy el wifd, E=PT 1 WS TRPRT Jie=T 3R TR § 93 oz &1
R B

e Starting with modest pilot projects in the early 2000s, Beijing is now leading in solar panel
and battery production.
2000 & 16 B! H3AT H AT Traae gRaerrst | IR= g, i oF |ier 39a
3R det IaureT A srroft 57 g B

e In 2024 alone, China allocated a remarkable $940 billion into the renewable energy sector.
Rt 2024 ® §, 9 A FdiHroita Haf &7 T $940 3RT HT SRR Fra=n o

e The initial investment was $10.7 billion in 2006.
TR a=1 2006 | $10.7 3R AT

e In comparison, India’s renewable energy sector received a combined total investment of
$3.4 billion in 2024-25, highlighting the stark gap.
I H, URd & AAHRuiig Sl &5 B 2024-25 § A $3.4 3RT BT 0% UK g3, S 8
3R P! a8

Turning crisis into opportunity

e B TR A gea-T

e Apart from climate goals, what mainly inspired China’s green revolution was a mounting
crisis of extremely high levels of air pollution, coupled with concerns about energy
insecurity.

SAarg @&dl & Saral, 9 &1 gRd hifd dI IR B dTel §BT HRUI 456 3o Wik & a1g
WGYUT F1 HPhe AR ol SRIRET B! Ad i At

e By the early 2000s, China’s reliance on coal had made its cities nearly unliveable, with air

pollution so bad that it was visible from space.

2000 & YFIATH qut & 919 &1 Bragd wR e 7 396 e B a7 arad A8t
BT, 3R aTY WGUUT 3a-1T 97 4T o Siafver I feams am u

e Growing public awareness about the adverse effects of air pollution played a key role in
pressuring the government to act.
I YGUUT & GHHTAT & Ufd o1 IPRE®dT H g A TRPR IR $RATS BT gd1d SIa H
Tgayut YRreT TS|

e Surging electricity demand left parts of the nation on the edge of blackouts.
fororelt @t 7w & QS0 7 3 P PO R Pl RAP3MST &b Fax &b B o o

¢ Increasing dependence on foreign oil triggered concerns over energy security.

o=l 99 R Tt FfRar 3 el QRem &1 dw fang der 31|
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e China's oil imports are largely dependent on West Asia and sensitive shipping lanes
through the Strait of Hormuz and the South China Sea.
I BT dd AT T ¥ 9 Uiy TRmr oiR gTde Tasu=as d gfaor 919 R ¥ oA
TS Wde=ie Wl At R Rk B

e What began as a survival strategy quickly evolved into a platform for national ambition.
S T SRfad Yo @ TR 3 0 3 I gor, 78 el € Pt Hewrwian ¥ wa A s
R

e In less than two decades, China transitioned from an environmental underdog to a clean-
energy driven superpower.
3 ¥l @ W o8 wwa 7 91 v wafaveity fUres o @ W Sul @ waifd wemifad
EERIEN

e The turning point came with the 11th Five-Year Plan (2006-2010), which elevated
renewable energy to a national strategic priority.

113t yadfa g (2006-2010) & A1y His fig o, oA Fdte~uita St @ gt
Yorifa® yrufiear d 9qa faa

¢ The Renewable Energy Law passed in 2005 created legal backing, offering grid access
guarantees and price incentives for wind and solar producers.

2005 ¥ Tf¥d AdtHOT St ST 3 S TR U a1, o ya=t iR |k Sargs!
P! frs uga Ft TRE IR Yea wiearg= e |

e Particularly, private enterprises received generous government subsidies.
faRiy =0 ¥, fsft Hufal o wweRt aferdt § SR weraar iyt

e The state invested billions into infrastructure and R&D.
WFHR A FPRTFR 3R YT Ud ey o srat 1 fawr faan|

e Provinces like Gansu, Inner Mongolia, and Jiangsu were identified as early testing grounds
for wind and solar farms.
TNy, S TR, R ISRy SR Uil &1 ga- 3R TR Wt & B3t Tieor id
& & H AT T

e This was in keeping with the Chinese economic practice of starting with pilot projects
before scaling up.

gg A enfdfer eram & 3R o1, R 98 99 W R @ ugd uraede uRaeHng
[ B B

The role of SOEs
TSP 1T ST (SOEs) BT YD1

. State-owned Enterprises (SOEs) and banks had a key role to play in executing plans that
were led by China’s National Development and Reform Commission (NDRC) and the National
Energy Administration (NEA).

RIS JEH (SOEs) 3R d, %ﬂqaagg’mmaﬁ?gmm (NDRC) 04T T8
Solt YRR (NEA) SRT SaTferd AioH13] &1 AR $H=- H Hgedyqul YT AT g 3

) Public sector banks provided heavy loans, while industrial giants like State Grid, Huaneng,

and Genertec brought wind farms and solar parks online at record speed.

rdoi=® &7 & Sl 7 U BT AT, &S State Grid, Huaneng 3R Genertec S
e ferent = frpis i I Ua 3R AR SHoif gRasHIe) &1 arq faan

. As SOEs, these firms didn't face the financial limitations of the private sector.

ST 1T IH B P HRUT 3 Hu-l ol fAreit & St faxhra Hamait o1 a1 78} s

B
) The speed was enabled by a blend of state coordination and market dynamism.
g T IS WA 3IR SN @Y it & SaieH § va g8 8
. While the policy push ensured demand at home, the sheer manufacturing scale drove )
down prices abroad. L
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et w9 7 g 7w YR 3, Tefe Iared & 93 0™ A facw & sl $f +9
& fea|

) From the start, Beijing had a global vision for its ambitions, using programmes such as
the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) to push green trade, whether through the export of solar
panels, construction of hydropower stations in Africa or building wind farms in Latin America.

WW@@W@WE@ ?ﬂ, fSrgH 394 Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) o
FHTAHH! BT ITANT IR WA T8 &1 de1a lear—aTe 98 WiaR 39a @1 fafa, srpter &
Safagya waa &1 fAufor, an afest sAfRveT & va Suif wrf ar=n 8t

o “The undertaking of major national projects, quickly integrating funds, technology, and
policy resources, and achieving scale effects that private enterprises cannot achieve, that is
what led to this growth achieved by SOEs,” explains Li Menghui, representative of Genertec.

g PN 1 1Y | T, Tt | BS, P11 SR Hifa Jary=l o taipa

HRAT, SR VT YHTT 3R T §TRIE H1 off Fof Ui 78t B Ghl—ags! SOEs B
AUl BT HRUT §1," THT Genertec & U ot A71gg = Famn

) SOEs translated national climate policy into large-scale action, deploying wind farms,
solar parks, and high-voltage transmission lines in remote regions.

SOEs 3 wrerarg et B 98 TuM R srafaa § gear iR grevTe &3 § g
T e s e

o Due to the substantial support provided by the central government in the form of
mandates, low-interest credit, and political backing, these companies could move more
quickly and take significantly greater risks to innovate than their private counterparts globally.

H% IXPR GRT AN, FH ST &R I BN 3R Ie-Hoe THST & HRUI A Hufar
Ay Foft wfoeafifal @ ga & Aot @ $1 R IT SR TaraR § 538 @ 31 9|

o SOEs were also deployed to focus on niche industries, allowing them to use their vast
investments in the development and enhancement of a particular technology.

SOEs &1 fa=w a@=iiat &= U eare Hfgd F== & fore ot a1 fovan o, o o fopeht
fafdy gt & faer ok gurR & 3o fa=me fawr &1 Iught & 9% |

. Specialised SOEs were not only involved in building domestic energy infrastructure but
also served as ambassadors of China’s green a%enda abroad.

fa=rfied SOEs 7 7 Frad TR SHull e duR fav, afcd fag=l & Oi9 & gRa Teis &
wfafafy & =u o Wi s foan
) SOEs account for 55% of global renewable energy investment, as per Bloomberg Finance.
Bloomberg Finance & 3R, af® Adtewvoita et fAa=r 71 55% 3w soks gr
o e g
o China's SOEs turned clean energy into a tool of statecraft, aligning economic
development with global dominance in renewable energy.

I % SOEs - Tes St B ISURITH & IUH0I & 95 faa, ok nffe fawry &
Tdievi et # 3ffe uya & Iy e
o Without them, China'’s rapid leap from fossil-fuel giant to renewable superpower with
global influence would not have been possible.

SOEs & fomTT, ¥ &1 a SgaTd—wIrId sy Smemia fama ¢ & Adievvig et
HETfRT S doh—THd el &) urdl

Lessons learnt

et 1 W
. China’s green energy push wasn't without bumps along the way.
91 31 giva St ot ugd & Fdprae ot o |
) For instance, in the mid-2010s, wind and solar installations outpaced the ability of the

national grid to absorb their output.

IR0 & AT, 2010 & TP & A H, U 3R HR Sl WGA B RITAT A AP Brs
B &HAT B UR R faT|
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This led to the curtailment of energy, especially in northern provinces such as Inner
Mongolia, Jilin, and Gansu where wind power curtailment was as high as 20% in 2014.

Y Sl petd! gs, faRivay 3uR widl S 3R dferan, frferT oz g & et 2014
B ua Sul Heldt 20% a6 Ugd TS|

These bottlenecks revealed a critical gap in transmission infrastructure.

S ARl A TRITHR S ReaER § Hgeyul HH! & IR fohaT|

Although the creation of renewable energy projects was rapid, other aspects of
national infrastructure could not keep up with the growth.

gIelifeh TAIPRUNT Hoil uRAteTSi BT fyer a1, dfe o Igta giardt eia 9o
IHR Y T8l §¢ U

Beijing responded through heavy investments in ultra-high voltage transmission lines and
more focus on better integrating renewables into the national grid.

ST 7 Sreafirer 3= dice graraH argAl # WY A Sk g firs & Adievoia
el & dFaR THIHIVT IR M Diod P Ufdfsbar i

Over a decade, State Grid doubled its investment from $33.31 billion in 2010 to $88.7
billion this year, according to Reuters.

Reuters & 3R, UH GRI® H State Grid = 371 a7 $33.31 fafera= (2010) A FeraH=
$88.7 fafera=r (g9 a) o= faam

Another problem was haphazard subsidy policies to SOEs that encouraged wasteful
expansion, without adequate oversight.

T 3R GHET 2t SOEs B &Y o arelt arfraifira wfsre Hifaat i erfa R
! Uicnfed foba, wated feRT & famm|

The vast expansion of projects encouraged a build-at-all-costs mentality, leading to
redundant projects and inefficiencies across the sector.

yfyaerTsei &1 sreafye fawar 7 feft Wt Fiva wr fRwfor ot amfiear &) serar faa,
R SFTaRa® UfRASATE 3R &g S g3

To correct those issues, Beijing tightened oversight mechanisms and emphasised
planning that favoured efficiency and grid-readiness over capacity.

= gaRIS &Y GURA & oy, difoht A R d @) T fhan siR emar Y 9w
T&aT 3R s T deuRar iR SR e

One lesson for Beijing was that in the race for renewable development, speed could not
trump structure and organisation.

HifShT & for ue weayul W g8 ff i Tdieeoiia faera # < 1, wfa = ik
TS I SR 76! 6l T |

Global Influence

s yutg

With a sprawling global network spanning 61 countries and a web of joint ventures with
local state-owned enterprises, from Angola to Hungary to Bangladesh, China’s
geopolitical presence in the sector has become deeply entrenched.

61 3=0 & Trot fammet Af¥er Aead SR WIHRT W0 & 1A a1 IUHH! & 1Y Vg
Il & S & 1Y, ST A ETRY 3R FIATe=T as, 9 &1 Y-IeHifae Jufufa 59 &3 o
TERTS A oIS ST b1 8|
The current focus is on ensuring dominance in the next wave of clean energy technologies.
A B e ST Wil &t Taes St wenfifeal § uya gfyd s R 31
With support guaranteed by the state to firms such as Longi, Goldwing, and CATL,
production costs have been slashed due to market dominance, leading to vertical
integration and economies of scale.

Longi, Goldwing, 3TR CATL St U0} &1 ¥0 gIRT TREIPd TuYd e 9, ek W
gw%wmmﬁww&nﬁ%mﬁwﬁwmaﬁ?ﬁamuwgq
|
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e The next wave of advancement in renewable technology will arrive in the form of Al-powered
smart grids, green hydrogen, and next-generation nuclear technologies like thorium
reactors, all of which Beijing has set its eyes on with the same formula of aggressive state
investment, breakneck deployment, and focus on export of technology and influence.

TatepRu TRNfIeT & SATelt Uil 1 d8R TS -watterd wrd firs, WA grggter, oik Uiy

froaes SRf erTeft Wid &Y urumy] ae-itet & Fu H onwrlt, oM R fRFT A Sraeh Ao ST

ggﬁwmmaﬁm IR MRS IR YU F Fafa R &
Y|

e The world now faces a bifurcated energy landscape, as the U.S. and its allies scramble to
pump billions into reshoring clean energy industries through mechanisms like the
Inflation Reduction Act.

g o fautfora Seif ufvexa &1 9 a1 <& 8, e st ok Sud weantt
TRIH REaRM e o IURK & A1y 3 Waes Soll SaI &1 TARAffd &9 & sl
STeR S &1 BIRW PR E@ 5

e The key difference between Chinese SOEs and Western private enterprises is the ability of
the Chinese state to mobilise large-scale manufacturing capabilities and properly utilise
their vast scale.

A+t ardwiee &7 ¥ Iuwat oik ufddt fAeht Hufral & do g7 oik 78 § o i+t wrsa
B &A1 I8 TR W fafmior emarsii o afira w3 ok o= fa=me smerR @1 3fa
STNT HeA & fAfgd B

e This enables low-cost, high-speed deployment of renewable tech, while the West grapples
with higher costs, slower implementation, and complex political considerations on the
adoption of green energy.

T HH AN 3R S Tfd J TANDRUNI Thri1h i oI G4 il &, STafd Ui g1
3fp arTe, dieft wrafage wfa, iR g Suf @1 srram & wfea Teifoe faart @ S
W’

e The contest of the future will not be about panels or turbines or climate targets, but who
sets the rules of the global energy game.

ufasy Y ufewguf 9 a1 ears o1 siaarg @eal & SR o 98t erh, afews Tg g ft f& afye
FHoll @ & FraH B9 99 FRa1 8|
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Will the future of climate tech follow Beijing’s centralised, scale-driven blueprint, or will
any other player be able to innovate fast enough and demonstrate a credible alternative?
] JeaTg dB-11d BT Ul HARAT & Fltpa SR Wha-numiea Wid ST STuR S, a1
DI 3 U AT dof AR &R U fAya-1g fasea uRga &= arae

PNGRB asks city gas firms
to supply piped gas to all
households at uniform rate

...........................

N. Ravi Kumar
HYDERABAD

The Petroleum and Natural
Gas Regulatory Board
(PNGRB) directed city gas
distribution (CGD) entities
to supply piped natural gas
at a uniform rate to all
domestic household con-
sumers, irrespective of dai-
ly consumption levels.

The oil regulator said
this while taking note of a
telescopic pricing struc-
ture for the gas supply to
domestic consumers that
certain CGD entities were
implementing in which the
per standard cubic metre
(SCM) price of the com-
modity escalated as con-
sumption crossed a prede-
fined threshold.

The directive comes in context
of a telescopic pricing by CGDs.

“Such pricing practices
may inadvertently facili-
tate unauthorised use of
subsidised APM (adminis-
tered pricing mechanism)
gas by commercial con-
sumers who may be mis-
classified as domestic con-

ers with higher consump-
tion levels may be unfairly
subjected to elevated
charges, despite natural
gas being supplied to CGD
entities at a uniform APM
rate,” PNGRB said.

Thorough review

It advised CGD firms to un-
dertake a ‘thorough review
of consumption patterns
and investigate anomalous
cases where domestic con-
sumers exhibit significant-
ly higher usage relative to
industry average and take
corrective measures.

It also cited government
norms where natural gas is
allocated at concessional
rates to boost its adoption

PNGRB asks city gas firms to
supply piped gas to all
households at uniform rate

freeiemdt 3 2gd i
Fufal I 9t == § v JuE
o3 UR UTSY & I B SMyfel F=A
Cak kA

Directive by Petroleum and Natural Gas
Regulatory Board (PNGRB)

Yeiferan 3R wrpfae T fafamms a1
(PNGRB) &7 g1

e The Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory
Board (PNGRB) directed city gas distribution
(CGD) entities to supply piped natural gas at a
uniform rate to all domestic household
consumers, irrespective of daily consumption
levels.

sumers. Additionally, by households and the
genuine domestic consum-  transport sector. aa'f%-]'q:l:[ 3-ﬁq q‘@ﬁﬁﬁ ﬁg ﬁﬁ'qw @é
(PNGRB) 7 Rt T fewdteq=m (cGD) Twu1aft &t
frder feam o 4 Tt e Suviiaiell ®1 Se1 &P Tud & ®R B ware e famr ugs
R T TP UM & W YA BRI

The oil regulator said this while taking note of a telescopic pricing structure for the gas
supply to domestic consumers that certain CGD entities were implementing in which the per
standard cubic metre (SCM) price of the commodity escalated as consumption crossed a
predefined threshold.

qd FaM® = 98 91 39 J99 Fal ofd 39 $S CGD A3 §RT € SUHITS & forg ar]
DI S T} St Ifve Yo fRrufRor Iamr &1 I3 foran, o ufa Wes sgfas Wex (scm)
g P pIAd T [yiRa Har 3 3ifdie @ud g9 W 9¢ 91l 81

“Such pricing practices may inadvertently facilitate unauthorised use of subsidised APM
(administered pricing mechanism) gas by commercial consumers who may be misclassified
as domestic consumers.

TR g FuRor gyt 3T & araartas SuHiadTell gRT afeys! ure APM (WRTRTa
e @) T & ARG SUFNT ST I1aT ¢ Tl 5, forg gxe] SUHIanel & U & Tad
Fiiepd fora T B Wbl |

Additionally, genuine domestic consumers with higher consumption levels may be unfairly
subjected to elevated charges, despite natural gas being supplied to CGD entities at a
uniform APM rate,” PNGRB said.

3% e, aRdfd® Te SuHESH B! ! @ud 31fie gidl 8, 3= 2 Yol 1
ST U J AT AT U Fhdl 8, Saidh CGD IR B "R 1 TH THTT APM & TR
3MYfef o1 St 8, PNGRB 3 %l
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Thorough review by CGD firms

CGD HUf~raY gRT IHY JHI&T

It advised CGD firms to undertake a ‘thorough review of consumption patterns’ and
investigate anomalous cases where domestic consumers exhibit significantly higher usage
relative to industry average and take corrective measures.

I8 CGD HUfl &I YaTe 3am & 5 3 'IuuhT & Yot ot o Feftem o ok 3 Arwal ot
S P gt TR IUHIGTIST B @Ud ST & 3 F BT S § iR T} HaH IS

It also cited government norms where natural gas is allocated at concessional rates to
boost its adoption by households and the transport sector.

T 3 TRBRY ATGST 71 i garan foar Sl TR I SR uRag & & uipfas 19 &
SN PI FgTa1 & & forg I fearadt g1 W sdfed foan o ¢
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