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Judge challenges SC  grsul & a1g T WR U= e i & 3@
probe, former CJI's
actlons 111 cash case

KI’IShI‘ladB'i Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

Allahabad High Court
judge Justice Yashwant Var-
ma said on Friday that the
Supreme Court’s in-house
inquiry process, which re-
commended his removal
from office, is a “parallel,
extra-constitutional me-
chanism” designed for the
judiciary to usurp Parlia-
ment’s exclusive authority.
An in-house inquiry
committee of three judges
constituted by the then-
Chief Justice of India Sanjiv
Khanna had confirmed
that unaccounted cash was
found in the gutted store-
room at Justice Varma’s of-
ficial residence after a
blaze on March 14 and 15
this year. Chief Justice
Khanna (now retired) had
sent the report to the
Prime Minister and Presi-
dent in May after Justice
Varma refused to resign.

Unconventional move
Now, just days before the
Parliament’s Monsoon Ses-
sion is set to open, Justice
Varma has resorted to chal-
lenging both the report
and Chief Justice Khanna’s
action in the Supreme
Court, in a rather uncon-
ventional move by a sitting
High Court judge.

Justice Varma said the
in-house inquiry takes
away the exclusive powers
of the Parliament — grant-
ed under Article 124 and
218 of the Constitution — to
remove judges, through an
address supported by a
special majority after an in-
quiry under the Judges (In
quiry) Act, 1968.

The petition has been
filed under an anonymous
acronym ‘XXX, but de-
scribes the petitioner as Al-
lahabad High Court judge.

The in-house proce-
dure, devised by the Su-
preme Court, had no legal

Justice Yashwant Varma

Motion to remove
judge not related
to govt.: Minister

NEW DELHI

Union Law Minister Arjun Ram
Meghwal on Friday said that
the motion of removal against
Allahabad High Court judge
Yashwant Varma was not
related to the government but
Parliament. » PAGE 3

sanction, the petition ar-
gued, claiming that it wasa
threat to the separation of
powers. Justice Varma
urged the top court to de-
clare the in-house proce-
dure unconstitutional. The
petition argued that the in-
house inquiry procedure
against sitting judges was
also a threat to judicial in-
dependence, an essential
part of the basic structure
of the Constitution.

Justice Varma made a di-
rect attack on Chief Justice
Khanna, saying the latter
did not give him a personal
hearing after the commit-
tee report came out nor
had he afforded him a
chance to properly review
the document. The peti-
tion pointed out that the
inquiry reached its conclu-
sions merely on the basis
of presumptions. There
was not even a formal com-
plaint about the ‘discovery’
of cash. Neither was the al-
leged cash seized or panch-
nama prepared.

foret
Judge challenges SC probe, former CJI's

actions in cash case
=T A e gHd § gHig Sid &t |
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Justice Yashwant Varma Challenges In-House Inquiry
Process

Ay a=rad qut A §9-8139 ofid Ufehdn &t &I gt

e Allahabad High Court judge Justice Yashwant Varma said on
Friday that the Supreme Court’s in-house inquiry process,
which recommended his removal from office, is a “parallel,
extra-constitutional mechanism” designed for the judiciary to
usurp Parliament’s exclusive authority.

SATEIEIG S ArTad & <[ gRTdd adl + YEPaR & &gl [
A S $ 39-8189 o Ufshar, S 376 Ug | g 91 3t
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¢ Anin-house inquiry committee of three judges constituted
by the then Chief Justice of India Sanjiv Khanna had confirmed
that unaccounted cash was found in the gutted storeroom at
Justice Varma’s official residence after a blaze on March 14 and

15 this year.
I T & HRd & GBI iz dofld @1 gRI T1ed o

Wtﬂaﬁaﬂ'ﬁmmvﬁrﬁrﬁg@ﬁﬁ?maﬁﬁsnﬁaﬁ
T A & §G AT JHI & SATRIBTNG 9T & od g
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e Chief Justice Khanna (now retired) had sent the report to
the Prime Minister and President in May after Justice Varma
refused to resign.

RS raTefi=r @47 (319 Jari-igw) = I8 Kuid ug # gt ok
wgtrl%rﬁﬂﬁra%ﬁ wmmqﬁaﬁ%sﬁﬁwﬁﬁmw

Unconventional Move by a Sitting Judge

TS TSl <ArTi=T §RT S™ATUR HgH

Now, just days before the Parliament’s Monsoon Session is set to open, Justice
Varma has resorted to challenging both the report and Chief Justice Khanna'’s
action in the Supreme Court, in a rather unconventional move by a sitting High

Court judge.

3{q Tdfch HHG BT AFYA 9 $© ol ol 7 Y&

B aTe B, aaf 3 fard
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o Justice Varma said the in-house inquiry takes away the exclusive powers of the
Parliament — granted under Article 124 and 218 of the Constitution — to remove
judges, through an address supported by a special majority after an inquiry under the
Judges (Inquiry) Act, 1968.

A Fel f& 39-8199 Wiid WfAUH & 3rJedq 124 3R 218 & dgd IS HI
3T U =maredien @) gem & faRv e R &1 919 adl 8, S 1968 & =amardi=r
(Srra) Stftfam & dgd o=y 9gHd gRT IHH U URdTd o ATead 3 foedm ST =gl

Petition Filed under Pseudonym

B AT A gIfIaT grR

e The petition has been filed under an anonymous acronym ‘XXX’, but describes
the petitioner as Allahabad High Court judge.
TifareT XXX’ me@rmﬁn@g Afer ArfadIdhdl ®I gaTeTalg 3=
AT BT =TT SR T 8 |

e The in-house procedure, devised by the Supreme Court, had no legal sanction,
the petition argued, claiming that it was a threat to the separation of powers.

it & d a1 T fos e B¢ gRT R &1 715 3-89 Uk dT &l IS BT
HWipfd U el @ 3R T8 AfeT guasv & Rigia & forg @]

Threat to Judicial Independence and Constitution

e AT 3R dfaur & fore TaT

¢ Justice Varma urged the top court to declare the in-house procedure
unconstitutional.

maﬁﬁﬁﬁé&m@r 3RYY fora f 98 39-8199 ufshar &) sridunf~e
|

e The petition argued that the in-house inquiry procedure against sitting judges
was also a threat to judicial independence, an essential part of the basic
structure of the Constitution.

it & d fear w1 fos wieger <mardien & feare 37-g189 g ufehar e
TaFAdT & I WeavT 8, S 6 dfaer= & ga Samn &1 ve et fewa 3|

Allegations of No Fair Hearing or Formal Complaint

T 3R gAaS, 7§ P sitvaive Rreraa

o Justice Varma made a direct attack on Chief Justice Khanna, saying the latter did
not give him a personal hearing after the committee report came out nor had he
afforded him a chance to properly review the document.

el i A gReT AT @A W W1 gHd S3d gU $el [ RUIE 3H & 918
I8 AR U | AT BT AR e faar 1T, 3R g &t Jgfrd auften
o1 W SrawR 18t foar mam|

e The petition pointed out that the inquiry reached its conclusions merely on the
basis of presumptions.
i B g1 T fob ofid bad AT & YR R fsepd 1R ugt|

e There was not even a formal complaint about the ‘discovery’ of cash.

THA P @I S IR H BIS Ny Rrepraa off 787 2R
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e Neither was the alleged cash seized or panchnama prepared.
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EU sanctions Gujarat refinery for buying Russian crude

LONDON

The European Union (EU)
has sanctioned a Gujarat-
based refinery owned by
Nayara Energy Ltd. as part
of a fresh sanctions pack-
age announced on Friday
targeting Russia’s energy
sector. The announcement
comes just as the U.S. Con-
gress debates tightening
sanctions on purchasers of
Russian crude oil, with In-
dia, China and Brazil being
named by U.S. lawmakers
as countries that could face
penalties.

The new EU sanctions
also include a lowering of
the oil price cap, i.e., the
maximum price countries
can pay for Russian oil
while using shipping and
insurance from the ad-
vanced economies of the
G7 group of countries,
from $60 per barrel to
$47.6 per barrel. The sanc-
tions also include an EU-
wide import ban on re-

fined petroleum products
made from Russian crude
oil and a full transaction
ban on Nord Stream 1 and
2, natural gas pipelines
that connect Russia and

Germany.
The announcement
came after Slovakia’s

Prime Minister Robert Fico
said he would stop block-
ing the sanctions package
over fears for his country’s
energy security because of
a possible total EU ban on
Russian gas by 2028. “For
the first time, we're desig-
nating a flag registry and
the biggest Rosneft refin-
ery in India,” the EU’s high-
est-ranking diplomat, Kaja
Kallas, said on X.

Ms. Kallas listed the
highlights of the 18th sanc-
tions package.

Second largest refinery

Rosneft has a 49.13% stake
in Nayara Energy’s refinery
(formerly Essar Oil Ltd.),
based in Vadinar, Gujarat.
The remainder is owned

by SPV Kesani Enterprises

Co. Ltd., and individual in-
vestors. The refinery is In-
dia’s second largest, pro-
ducing 4,00,000 barrels
per day and operating
6,300 plus petrol pumps
across India, as per its web-
site. The company has re-
portedly been in talks with
Reliance Industries Ltd. re-
garding a sale of its stake.

“Each sanction weakens
Russia’s ability to wage
war. The message is clear:
Europe will not back down
in its support for Ukraine,”
Ms. Kallas said in a
statement.

‘Full-fledged sanctions’

Q Each sanction
weakens
Russia’s ability to wage
war. The message is
clear: Europe will not
back down inits support
for Ukraine
KAJA KALLAS

Vice-President of European
Commission

(travel bans, asset freezes,
ban on providing resourc-
es) will apply to the refin-
ery as per a statement from
the EU.

The new package sanc-
tions 14 individuals and 41
entities, bringing the total
number of EU-listed enti-
ties to over 2,500.

It also contains en-
hanced sanctions on Rus-
sia’s so-called ‘shadow
fleet’ — ships that are sanc-
tioned or transacting in
sanctioned goods.

An additional 105 ves-
sels will now be subject toa
ban from accessing EU
ports and banned from a

wide range of maritime
services, bringing the total
number of listed vessels to
444. A captain of a shadow
fleet vessel and operator of
an unnamed international
flag registry have also been
“listed” (i.e., subject to
sanctions).

As part of enhanced
banking sanctions, the
number of banks sanc-
tioned and the breadth of
the sanctions is set to in-
crease and will include a
total transaction ban for 45
Russian banks.

26 entities sanctioned
Twenty-six new entities
have been added to the
sanctions list for supplying
dual-use goods to Russia
and more companies have
been sanctioned for sup-
plying to Russia and Bela-
rus’s  military-industrial
complex, as per a state-
ment from the European
Council.

The Hindu reached out
to the European Council

for further details of new
entries on the sanctions.

The new oil price cap —
set at 15% below the aver-
age market price of Rus-
sian crude — while not
adopted by the entire G7 —
was also adopted by the
UK., as the U.K/s Foreign
Commonwealth and Deve-
lopment Office (FCDO)
announced.

The U.K. announced the
names of and sanctions
against three units of Rus-
sia’s military intelligence
unit, the GRU, and 18 of the
units” intelligence officers
on Friday for “a sustained
campaign of malicious
cyber activity over many
years, including in the
U.K”, the FCDO said.

The sanctioned units,
the U.K. government said,
had provided support for
the 2022 Russian strikes
against Mariupol, includ-
ing the strike on the Mariu-
pol Theatre, where hun-
dreds, including children,
were killed.

EU sanctions Gujarat refinery for buying Russian crude

RN F9 A T FdT dd WitgH UR ToRTd Sl I gfagy
SR

EU Sanctions on Nayara Energy and Russian Oil Sector

ATART TSI 3R w4t dd &5 WR RV €9 & ufaay

e The European Union (EU) has sanctioned a Gujarat-based refinery owned by
Nayara Energy Ltd. as part of a fresh sanctions package announced on Friday
targeting Russia’s energy sector.

TRITH T (EU) 7 ATART TSI e s & Wi arel! eiRTd

U.S. lawmakers as countries that could face penalties.

Ry R w
Wgﬁﬁﬁawuﬁauﬁ%%mw%wﬁaaﬁﬁmmﬁ@ma
T g

e The announcement comes just as the U.S. Congress debates tightening sanctions
on purchasers of Russian crude oil, with India, China and Brazil being named by

g DIV U TG | 3773 ¢ Od AR #Hg Tl o= dd & WIIeRI R Fe
ufady T R T=l HR w8, S HRd, T 3R Freiid o 3 < g T g

5= &8 BT YTHAT B US JHdT 2|

Oil Price Cap and Ban on Russian Products

a9 e AT 3R Tt I@el wR ufasy

e The new EU sanctions also include a lowering of the oil price cap, from $60 per
barrel to $47.6 per barrel.
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The sanctions also include an EU-wide import ban on refined petroleum products
made from Russian crude oil.

yfdsel # ¥ Fd dd 9 97 AT USHraw IATgl IR EU KR TR MATd Afase
M B

A full transaction ban has been imposed on Nord Stream 1 and 2, the natural gas
pipelines connectlng Russia and Germany.

TS W 1 3R 2, Gﬁwaﬁ?aﬁaﬁﬁhﬁaﬁmﬁvmﬁwqﬁ
A3 Wiy T T |

Slovakia’s Consent and EU’s Strategic Messaging

TAaThaT 1 gHfd 3R EU $T I0HITae e

The announcement came after Slovakia’s Prime Minister Robert Fico said he
would stop blocking the sanctions package over fears for his country’s energy
security.

g HINUN A9 3T o TAIaTihaT & FUTTHAT e WIBT 7 3O GR/T Bt SHolt JR&d
Pt i1 & SR ufdey Tdet B AP I STHR H: a1

“For the first time, we’re designating a flag registry and the biggest Rosneft
refinery in India,” said Kaja Kallas, the EU’s highest-ranking diplomat, on X.
EU &1 XY ISR ST6T $ard 4 X 1R Hgl, "59 Ugdl IR U FisT IR} ok
YRT B! 99 T3 IRHTE RE15-RI &l JAag s 81"

Rosneft’s Stake in Nayara and Refinery Details

ARRT A AT F1 R 3R Rwp1g=8 31 faazor

Rosneft has a 49.13% stake in Nayara Energy’s refinery (formerly Essar Oil Ltd.)
based in Vadinar, Gujarat.
AT F! ORI & TSR R ATIRT TSH Bt NB1g-RI (Td T TRIR g
fafes) o 49.13% fe@eRI 3
The remainder is owned by SPV Kesani Enterprises Co. Ltd., and individual
investors.
Y RRERY SPV HHT Teurges Hu- forfies iR aufaqnd Aoz & urg g1
The refinery is India’s second largest, producing 4,00,000 barrels per day and
operating 6,300+ petrol pumps across India.

78 ROl YR &t SR a1 §, S ufdfad 4,00,000 ORE ITEH Bl § 3R
%aﬂmﬁe 300 & e Ueta uu Teferd &t gl

The company has reportedly been in talks with Reliance Industries Ltd. regarding
a sale of its stake.

$H01 A RArT e fafiids & wry oru-t fiAeRY &1 fawt ! da Jradid o
g

“Each sanction weakens Russia’s ability to wage war. The message is clear:

Euro e will not back down in its support for Ukraine,” said Ms. Kallas.

Y FE1, "W WSy T B 5 &1 B HASR AT 8| T WY T
@uqﬁr%mﬁﬁﬂ%ﬂﬁmw

Full-Fledged Sanctions on Nayara Refinery

AT fewTs 8t wR gt ufaey

‘Full-fledged sanctions’ (including travel bans, asset freezes, ban on providing
resources) will apply to the refinery as per the EU.

Page6

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHARRNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

EU & 39R ResRt W quf giaser O am ufdey, |ufty s, Tume- v
B W AP) A EH|

Sanctions on Individuals, Entities, and Shadow Fleet

faal, STl 3R ST 38 W ufady

The new package sanctions 14 individuals and 41 entities, bringing the total
number of EU-listed entities to over 2,500.

U U 7 14 SafaTa) 3R 41 RIS W ufdsy ome e B, R EU SEee
T3t Y pot T 2,500 | P B S B

It also contains enhanced sanctions on Russia’s so-called ‘shadow fleet’ — ships
that are sanctioned or transacting in sanctioned goods.

SO0 ¥ & dUTH AT BT 98’ R 1 $3 ufaae it § — T g of wfasifia
a1 wiasfia aegsi ¥ a9 &2d 8

An additional 105 vessels will now be subject to a ban from accessing EU ports
and from a wide range of maritime services, bringing the total number of listed
vessels to 444.

31 Sifaf¥ad 105 SIgTSI IR EU dxTTgl ® WaRT 3R st Aarsii & 1a faxqd
S 4 Ufasy T e, e Ydias JeTel &1 oo BT 444 B TS ¢

A captain of a shadow fleet vessel and operator of an unnamed international
flag registry have also been listed (i.e., subject to sanctions).

TS BT 48 & SgTel & HH GﬁTWGHTHGI?IWI@T{ IR & HATa® DI
1t geftas fopar ma @ (srufa ufasy ary fse e @)

Enhanced Banking Sanctions

df yfadel o =it

As part of enhanced banking sanctions, the number of banks sanctioned and the
breadth of the sanctions is set to increase.

%%guﬁlﬁﬁaﬁa&ﬁ%a@a, ufadfira 9o &) T iR ufadey &1 grRT 91
dldi g |
It will include a total transaction ban for 45 Russian banks.

Y 45 T doi & forg gof d9-4 wfaee =i g

Dual-Use Entities and Military Suppliers
S3A-Jo1 TRITY 3R I

26 new entities have been added to the sanctions list for supplying dual-use
goods to Russia.

26 T3 RT3 T T DI glge ITANT BT I MYfed B & g ufcraes T &
ST T Bl

More companies have been sanctioned for supplying to Russia and Belarus’s
military-industrial complex, as per a statement from the European Council.

TR ufiueg & T & SR ©d 3R 3aed & A-3NIe TR oF smyfd
P arelt 3R Hufal R ufdey o T g |

New Oil Cap and UK Measures

7% aot I 3R g & Hed

The new oil price cap — set at 15% below the average market price of Russian
crude — while not adopted by the entire G7, was also adopted by the U.K.
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The U.K.’s Foreign Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO) announced
sanctions against three units of Russia’s GRU military intelligence and 18
intelligence officers.

g%, & B PIATAR TS Sqaudic by (FCDO) 7 ¥ &I GRU I Jithar
3PS B A sH13AT 3R 18 Gitkar siftretival iR ufasef o 9ivon 1|

Sanctions for Cyber Attacks and Mariupol Strikes

gl W ufaey

The U.K. government said the sanctioned units had provided support for the 2022
Russian strikes against Mariupol, including the strike on the Mariupol Theatre,
where hundreds, including children, were killed.

g.®. Wﬁm%mmﬁzozzﬁwmm fou U
B'Fl?ﬁ Ry =0 I wifvguia ey wR g9, s Swst @, fomd s= ot =nfira
Y, QIR MY, H Tergdr UaH & |

Govt. demonstrates fake
‘verified’ X account in HC

Solicitor-General shows X handle in the name of ‘Supreme Court of Karnataka' to the High Court;

X Corp. says ‘Sahyog’ portal enabling censorship through Centre’s use of Section 79 of the IT Act

...........................

'GS II: FR :
The Hifldir Biiréaa """~ Senior advocate K.G.
BENGALURU Raghavan, appearing for X,

he Union govern-
I ment on Friday
presented before

the High Court of Karnata-
ka a fake social media ac-
count, created by its offi-
cials on social media
platform X in the name of
‘Supreme Court of Karna-
taka’ — an institution that
does not exist — to demon-
strate how easily such ac-
counts can be created and
misused.

The account, which was
verified by X, was created
solely for demonstrative
purposes, Solicitor-Gener-

Legal battle: Advocate appearing for the social media platform
had objected to the presentation of the fake account. AFp

X corp. had, in the
court, challenged

sued by Central and State
authorities under Section

objected to the presenta-
tion of the fake account
without placing any relat-
ed material formally on re-
cord. The judge, however,
noted that the Centre was
attempting to show how
easily such accounts can
be created on intermedi-
ary platforms.

Mr. Mehta further clari-
fied that the account had
not been used and re-
mained inactive, as it
would have entered the
public domain otherwise.
He added that the inten-
tion was only to demon-
strate the potential misuse

Govt.
demonstrates fake
‘verified’ X account
in HC

WPHR 1 gIgdbic A
woll gTua Te
WTd &1 ugi- foar

Solicitor-General shows
X handle in the name of
‘Supreme Court of
Karnataka’ to the High
Court; X Corp. says
‘Sahyog’ portal enabling
censorship through
Centre’s use of Section
79 of the IT Act

al o.f India Tushar Meh_ta blocking orders 79 of the Information Tech-  of any so_cial media plat-
cordo he urvhle sued y Central PRI oot SRR S
mobile phone. and State authorities leged that these actionsby-  ‘Account suspended’ Ea
“We have opened one pass safeguards laid down  Following the conclusion W a,ﬁ' sa,’—'_rfw gm-q
account in the name of “Su- by the Supreme Court. of Mr. Mehta’s arguments

preme Court of Karnata-
ka'... and X has also veri-
fied the account. Now [ can
post anything in that ac-
count and lakhs and lakhs
of people who view that
will say that Supreme
Court of Karnataka has
said this... and I can re-

main anonymous,” Mr.
Mehta said.

The submission was
made before Justice M. Na-
gaprasanna during the
hearing of a petition filed
by X Corp. (formerly Twit-
ter Inc.), which has chal-
lenged blocking orders is-

The petition also raises
objections to the Union go-
vernment’s new ‘Sahyog’
portal, describing it as a
“censorship portal” that
enables government agen-
cies to issue blocking or-
ders using a pre-approved
template.

AT B AeH FIIFT &

The Union government on Friday presented before the High Court of Karnataka a

defending the Sahyog por-
tal and blocking orders,
Mr. Raghavan informed the
court that the fake account
titled “Supreme Court of
Karnataka” had now been
suspended. He reiterated
that X is “a responsible bu-
siness house”.

I & M A T §8d
fewmar; veg &1d 1 a1
o FganT NIdd g grRI
3medt iftrfraw &t urT 79
& IUANT & HIHH 4

fake social media account, created by its officials on platform X, in the name of
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‘Supreme Court of Karnataka’ — an institution that does not exist — to
demonstrate how easily such accounts can be created and misused.

YHAR B B WRBR - Prled 3o ATATad & T Th Holl "R difsan
IAPBTIE T b, o Id ISR A X Wewid R GHH BI¢ 3TE FHled' &
1 ¥ TR — S U SfRdasH 9RM1 & — I8 fe@M & R i U srarde farat
ST ¥ §IE 3R gHUANT U o Tehd &

The account, which was verified by X, was created solely for demonstrative
purposes, Solicitor-General of India Tushar Mehta clarified to the court while
showing the account on a mobile phone.

YRA & IR SFRd JUR Agdl - HE1gd B WR 3dbr3c fawrd gu Wy fovar
g PIae, Fofl X GRT FTATfud foar T o1, Had WeRlH & IR I =11 747 T
“We have opened one account in the name of ‘Supreme Court of Karnataka'... and X
has also verified the account. Now | can post anything in that account and lakhs and
lakhs of people who view that will say that Supreme Court of Karnataka has said
this... and | can remain anonymous,” Mr. Mehta said.

g G B 3T FHfed & 1 J Th MBS g1 7. 3R X 7 ot 33 gearfia
fPar 81 3/ 7 3T 3prde A o Y U B Tobdl § 3R 1@l @ Sl 39 3G, PHan
% TiE BIC 3iith HAlcd = T el §... 3R J THA ¢ 91 §,” 9 Hgar § el

Petition by X Corp. and Court Hearing
X HTY gRT g1feeT iR <ararad § gars

The submission was made before Justice M. Nagaprasanna during the hearing of a
petition filed by X Corp. (formerly Twitter Inc.), which has challenged blocking
orders issued by Central and State authorities under Section 79 of the
Information Technology Act.

I8 Ufa e T Hmm%!ﬁw&rab"rﬂé 9 X ®1d (qd ¥ fger) R ERR
IfRI®T W gdTs 9d et ot AT Wenfire sififray @t 4Ry 79 & dgd b%
ﬁmwﬁmaﬁaﬁnaﬁsﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁﬂﬂ%%l

The platform has alleged that these actions bypass safeguards laid down by the
Supreme Court.

WewhiH 7 RIT G § fob 3 BwRars giia #1¢ grT Ruifya grem Sur o

TR 3G Bl &

The petition also raises objections to the Union government’s new ‘Sahyog’ portal,
describing it as a “censorship portal” that enables government agencies to issue
blocking orders using a pre-approved template.

T H &g WHR & T TGART W d R Ht 3mufy srars 718 8, O v «JariRrg
GIET” HE1 T ], Ot TRPRY TGl o) gd-Tdfipd Sraie & A1ed I sifeh T ST
SR} A BT AR ST 6|

Objections and Court Observations

3mufal 3R <araTay 91 femforat

Senior advocate K.G. Raghavan, appearing for X, objected to the presentation of
the fake account without placing any related material formally on record.

X 31 3R & U IRy qate &.50. Irga+T A Jg U SIaTs (& Bl Pprde foaq &
FavE 39 Tafd Hig ot arnht shiveie v A Reis & T8 7@l 15|

The judge, however, noted that the Centre was attempting to show how easily such
accounts can be created on intermediary platforms.

gIdifer <arehier = g Ale fooan o Py I8 ™ &1 U &2 a1 U1 fos aensy
WeHIR R 39 UHR & Bl AbISe fhat STHHT § 9918 ST Hhd ¢ |
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Clarification and Account Suspension

TPIHIT 3R SrpI3e e

Mr. Mehta further clarified that the account had not been used and remained
inactive, as it would have entered the public domain otherwise.

ot Tgar = 31 ¥ foan {6 I8 Srdbrde IuaiT H 1Y &man T SiR Srfsharsiie v
a1, i ST U8 AIdei-e SIA- | 3T SIraT |

He added that the intention was only to demonstrate the potential misuse of any
social media platform, not just X.

3I5i- a8 Wt Fel for Iexg dhaa faredt oft Hiwrer Wifgan wewid & wurfaa geua
! fG@HI T, Had X Bl 51|

Following the conclusion of Mr. Mehta’s arguments defending the Sahyog portal
and blocking orders, Mr. Raghavan informed the court that the fake account titled
“Supreme Court of Karnataka” had now been suspended.

ot Tear Bt 3R T TEAT NIed 3R Al RN &1 I91d THE g & alg, 5t
RTIG A SHEIAd B IaT (& “JUHIH DI SATE Heifed” TS Boll AP 3T
frefsa s R mar g

He reiterated that X is “a responsible business house.”

IBH TRl f Xt “forieR saraaiie 6T g1
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political economy of a democracy.

However, the Indian inequality debate is

often characterised by the selective use of
data to make exaggerated claims that fuel
misperceptions rather than result in a better
understanding. The sharp reactions to a recent
World Bank report (“India Poverty and Equity

Brief: April 2025”) are an illustrative case in point.

The World Bank report claims that India has
almost eradicated extreme poverty. Further, it
claims, the country has significantly reduced
consumption inequality since 2011-12, in terms of
consumption patterns of the population. In terms
of the Gini coefficient, a measure of inequality,
the report (without separating the consumption
and income inequality-based estimates) has
placed India among the top four least unequal
countries. These findings have created quite a
stir, as the media and the public are accustomed
to reports claiming very high inequality in India.
What has happened?

‘What it is based on

The World Bank’s claims about the Indian
inequality are based on the official Household
Consumption Expenditure Survey (HCES) data
for 2022-2023. This data is collected using the
modified mixed reference period (MMRP)
method, which employs the state-of-the-art
statistical technique. As the World Bank report
correctly observes, “The MMRP is considered an
improvement and alignment with international
best practices...” The World Bank has adjusted
the Indian data to account for some but not all
government-provided free goods and services.

The World Bank finds that during 2011-12 and
202223, India registered a major decline in
consumption inequality; in this period, the
consumption-based Gini coefficient dropped
from 28.8 to 25.5.

Critics of the report argue that the World Bank
has underestimated the inequality, as the HCES
data does not capture consumption by the rich. It
is a valid critique, but India is not an exception.
This limitation applies to all survey data in all
countries and, in itself, does not question the
broad ranking of countries. Even if we discount
the precision of the World Bank’s inequality
estimates, a significant improvement in India’s
international ranking is a fact. Of course, we
should not confuse consumption inequality with
income inequality.

The decrease in India’s consumption
inequality is substantial and indisputable. To
address the data issue, let us assume that the
problem of missing elite consumption is more
pronounced in India — say, the HCES rounds do
not capture consumption by the top 5% families
at all. In that case, going by the consumption
expenditure data, it is irrefutable that the
consumption inequality has decreased between
2011-12 and 2022-23 for the remaining 95% of the
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ranking is a fact

population covered in HCES data.

The HCES data show that the country’s
consumption basket is healthier today than ever.
Between 2012 and 2023, the per capita
availability of milk and eggs has increased by 45%
and 63%, respectively. The availability of fruits,
vegetables and protein products has increased.
The share of cereals in the food bill, as well as
calorie intake, has decreased, while that of
healthier products has increased, for all strata. All
this improves the diet for the 95%, rather than
the richest groups, whose consumption already
matches the best in the world.

The dietary intake improvements are most
striking for the bottom 20% of households in
rural and urban areas, even if we ignore the free
food and cash transfers received by these groups.
The share of rural households consuming fresh
fruits (to a different frequency) has increased
from 63.8% in 2011-12 to 90% in 2023.

The 2022-23 and 2023-24 rounds of
consumption data irrefutably demonstrate that
extreme poverty has been almost eradicated.
Whether we use the Rangarajan, Tendulkar, or
the multi-dimensional poverty index of NITI
Aayog, poverty has declined significantly. Based
on the International Poverty Line of $3 between
2011 and 2023, India has pulled around 27 crore
people out of extreme poverty.

Independently, the nightlight data show a
significant increase in ownership rates of pucca
homes and paved roads in rural areas over the
last 10 years, owing to the Pradhan Mantri
Gramin Awas Yojana and Pradhan Mantri Gram
Sadak Yojana. Among the poorest 20% of
households, more than 40% own a vehicle today,
compared to just 6% in 2011-12. This enables rural
workers to work part-time in nearby cities
without having to migrate. If we factor in these
and the other policies targeted at the bottom of
the pyramid, such as Ayushman Bharat, the
aggregates of welfare for the poor would look
even better.

Examining income levels

True, it is important to examine income
inequality separately from consumption
inequality. There is no official income survey data
yet. The mainstream media and commentators
use the income shares of the top 1%, as estimated
by the World Inequality Lab (WIL) to argue that
the income inequality is very high in India,
disregarding critical limitations of these
estimates.

Given the lack of data on income distribution,
the WIL uses the income tax data to estimate top
income levels. They use the old consumption
data and estimates of the income-consumption
relationship to estimate income for low- and
middle-income households. The latter estimates
unrealistically assume that consumption
expenditure exceeds income for 70%-80% of
households. How can it be that all families,

except the top 20-30%, spend more than they
earn, year after year?

As an inevitable consequence of using such an
implausible assumption, the income of the
bottom 80% gets underestimated. This reduces
their estimated share of national income.
Conversely, shares of top income groups are
overestimated.

Even if we ignore these limitations, we do not
find an increase in income inequality. Taking the
WIL estimates as they stand, the national income
shares of the bottom 50% have increased from
13.9% in 2017 to 15% in 2022. During the same
period, the share of the top 10% has decreased
from 58.8% to 57.7%.

The high national income shares of the top 1%
are a matter of concern. However, since 2017, the
income shares of the top 1% have increased by
only 0.3 percentage points. Research by this
writer indicates that a part of this increase is
attributable to improved income reporting by
affluent groups in response to the Centre’s
anti-tax evasion measures since 2016-17. Better
reporting should not be mistaken for increased
inequality.

Furthermore, the WIL inequality estimates
used by the media and commentators are based
on pre-tax income levels. However, it is the
post-tax and post-subsidy/transfer income that
matters to people. Therefore, to be meaningful,
income inequality estimates should be based on
the post-tax rather than the pre-tax income. For
instance, in the assessment year 2023-24, the top
1% of all taxpayers accounted for 72.77% of the
total tax paid. Even in the individual category, the
top 1% paid 42% of the total tax paid.

Arguably, wealthy individuals should pay more
taxes, but the point is that even at the existing tax
rates, the actual post-tax income of top-income
taxpayers is only 65%-75% of the levels used in
headline-grabbing estimates. For low-income
groups, in contrast, the income levels used are
smaller than the actual effective income, which is
higher, due to the all-time high welfare transfers
that account for more than 8% of GDP. On a
post-subsidy, post-tax income basis, over the last
decade, we will find a decrease in income
inequality in recent years.

The other story about India

Admittedly, we must travel a long way before we
can claim to be an egalitarian society. Inequality
in accessing quality health and education is a
serious concern. For a country of our size and
diversity, inevitably, there are many lived
realities. However, the story of India is not just
about poverty and inequality any more; it is
about progress and aspirations too. While being
mindful of the current problems and challenges
ahead, let us also celebrate the country’s
successes.

The views expressed are personal

Indian Inequality and the World Bank’s Claims

YR AT 3R 9y 96 & 3ra

e Inequality is an important concern for the political economy of a democracy.
SRTATAT U AHad B Ieifad rfaawit & e ueh wgayuf fofar &1 fawa g |

o However, the Indian inequality debate is often characterised by the selective use
of data to make exaggerated claims that fuel misperceptions rather than result in
a better understanding.
BTelieh, IR SRIHTIAT R 989 3R gfiaT Sfihs] & ITANT gRT fRRr ara
HRA B U O JST B ], S T YIRumSH Bl Sgrdl il § Fod 98k JHg & |

e The sharp reactions to a recent World Bank report (“India Poverty and Equity
Brief: April 2025”) are an illustrative case in point.
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g1 &1 H ot Ay S 39 Ruid (gfear uradt ts sfpdt iw: amie 20257) T <fidt
UfafehaTd SUHT Ue IaTexvI g |

The World Bank report claims that India has almost eradicated extreme poverty.
fay 9 Bt RUid &1 rar § fob YRa F 1R SreafRies Tt &1 Igeq # fean B
Further, it claims, the country has significantly reduced consumption inequality
since 2011-12, in terms of consumption patterns of the population.

3P 3T, RUIE &7 rar § 3 2011-12 1 327 7 IUHNT Ue & T § Iy
TR SRTATT ¥ Sea@-1g S 1 3|

In terms of the Gini coefficient, a measure of inequality, the report (without
separating the consumption and income inequality-based estimates) has placed
India among the top four least unequal countries.

ST & HIUGS & 0 § Y o & SruR, Rard (o= Suai ik ema
STYTRT SRIATAT 61 3T fHT) HRA B! IR e HH AT <201 & e 2
These findings have created quite a stir, as the media and public are accustomed to
reports claiming very high inequality in India.

3 fTshY Ue 989 &1 HRU 4, Fifd HifEar iR oI+ra1 YR & 9ga Siftrew
SIIHTIAT 1 aral B3 arell Rutef 1 3t &t 8

What has happened?
T g3 872

The World Bank’s claims about the Indian inequality are based on the official
Household Consumption Expenditure Survey (HCES) data for 2022-2023.
YRA B ST B AR [9Y §F P GId 2022-2023 & SHTABIRD G SUHNT T
TJ&UT (HCES) ST W 31eTiRd B

This data is collected using the Modified Mixed Reference Period (MMRP) method,
which employs the state-of-the-art statistical technique.

Tg Sc1 wenfira ffsa wed eraf (MMRP) uEfa T e fosar mn 8, S S99
iS4 dPh-1d BT IUTNT Hil 5

As the World Bank report correctly observes, “The MMRP is considered an
improvement and alignment with international best practices...

o 3 fay o ﬂﬁwﬁaﬁ?ﬁ% MMRP B SARRTS watere guraff &
3TFT 3R U YR AT ST R...”

The World Bank has adjusted the Indian data to account for some but not all
government-provided free goods and services.

3% 8 7 YR P ST B! GARINIT Id 5T B AfhT Y T8Y Wbt qurd awgaif
3R Aarait i i fHar g |

The World Bank finds that during 2011-12 and 2022-23, India registered a major
decline in consumption inequality; in this period, the consumption-based Gini
coefficient dropped from 28.8 to 25.5.

3%y 9% & IR, 2011-12 | 2022-23 & sd YRA H SUHIT SRHAT & g
fiRTae oo @1 TS, 39 oAy § SUHRT smutRa RFR TUTie 28.8 | TEHR 25.5 T T

Critiques and Counterpomts

STATEATE 3T Siard

Critics of the report argue that the World Bank has underestimated the inequality,
as the HCES data does not capture consumption by the rich.

RO & SHTAaD! &1 e ¢ [ Iy §F 3 AUl B! HH FIP BT €, Kt
HCES SeT 3R} &1 |ud &1 18} g=iidi|
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It is a valid critique, but India is not an exception.

T8 Ush ALY SMTAEHT §, Afpd YR S9H 3l g1 g

This limitation applies to all survey data in all countries, and, in itself, does not
question the broad ranking of countries.

g5 A At AN & FAETUT SeT TR ARL I © R (U 31U H =N B} Hd 1T IR
REINE IR

Even if we discount the precision of the World Bank’s inequality estimates, a
significant im ovement in India’s international ranking is a fact.

Yol €t &H fay S & UM SgHH B W IPpdT B ToR3IES B, HRA B
aimv@u%%rrﬁuea@fgmwaw%l

Of course, we should not confuse consumption inequality with income
inequality.

A3 U A 56 SUUNT STUTRG FH=ar S 3T STUTRG SrEHHar 9 el fAamr
S 1Y

The decrease in India’s consumption inequality is substantial and indisputable.
YRA § SUHNT ST § St Agayqut 3R fAifdarg 21

To address the data issue, let us assume that the problem of missing elite
consumption is more pronounced in India — say, the HCES rounds do not
capture consumption by the top 5% families at all.

ST IHWT $ Falftd H1 & g, 7 Ad € fr ura o id avf & Iuvivn ot et
o e 71 = Dt Ju fF 1R § — AF | 1% HCES Tdarn o =fid 5%
IRART & IUURT F Tt avg 11 UH ST 11 2

In that case, going by the consumption expenditure data, it is irrefutable that
the consumption inequality has decreased between 2011-12 and 2022-23 for
the remaining 95% of the population covered in HCES data.

o} fRufa ®, SuuhT o sridst & AR, Tg fAfdare 8 % 201112 9 202223 &
& HCES 31 # IfAd AW 95% FHE & forw SUHNT SgHT=GT # HHY 3rTs B

The HCES data show that the country’s consumption basket is healthier today
than ever.

HCES SeT faamar 8 b 3ret 331 &1 IuUIT st Ugd | Fgl ifis @ 7
Between 2012 and 2023, the per capita availability of milk and eggs has
increased by 45% and 63%, respectively.

%2012%}2023%@? afd safad gu 3R ST Bt SUTSITT HHM: 45% 3N 63% TS
|

The availability of fruits, vegetables and protein products has increased.
wal, aferal 3R Wi Iarel it Suasiar # gfs §8 3

The share of cereals in the food bill, as well as calorie intake, has decreased,
while that of healthier products has increased, for all strata.

T et 3R et Ao & 9T 3 e 9 g8 8, wafd Wl Il @t
frerft aft anf & o 21

All this improves the diet for the 95%, rather than the richest groups, whose
consumption already matches the best in the world.

g T 39 95% ANl & SR DI dgaR a-1aT &, 71 fr g onfix Tygl &, formeT
IUUNT Ugd & € gfrar & Taiad Wk & 99 2

The dietary intake improvements are most striking for the bottom 20% of
households in rural and urban areas, even if we ignore the free food and cash
transfers received by these groups.

~THOT SR TERT &1 & et 20% URERT & o 3MER Yo+ & YUR Ty 31t
SR 7, T8l a@ 1% afe g6 31 TUE! 3! fiaq ara gue WieH 3R Adeg Siavor
Dt 3TeEl B ad
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The share of rural households consuming fresh fruits (to a different frequency)
has increased from 63.8% in 2011-12 to 90% in 2023.

I Bl T Aaq B4 ard Irior uRaR) &) TR 2011-12 ® 63.8% | d¢HR
2023 § 90% B TS B

The 2022-23 and 2023-24 rounds of consumption data irrefutably demonstrate
that extreme poverty has been almost eradicated.

*+2022-23 3R 2023-24 % IUHNT 3fihs g fAfdarg wu & q=ifa & b w=u
T T B TS ¢

Whether we use the Rangarajan, Tendulkar, or the multi-dimensional poverty
index of NITI Aayog, poverty has declined significantly.

TR §H TRTSH, drga®, AT HIfd RINT &7 9g-3mardl TR Ja&id IUanT oY,
T A weeayuf fRTae org &1

Based on the International Poverty Line of $3 between 2011 and 2023, India has
pulled around 27 crore people out of extreme poverty.

2011 § 2023 & 19 $3 ARTPIT TR @M & YR W, YR A TAHT 27 FII$
NI ) TR TR A 9 Ao 21

Independently, the nightlight data show a significant increase in ownership
rates of pucca homes and paved roads in rural areas over the last 10 years,
owing to the Pradhan Mantri Gramin Awas Yojana and Pradhan Mantri Gram
Sadak Yojana.

W3 U 9, Agearge sei faamar § i fisa 10 auf & yerw=ht anfior smara
o1 3R TR I S Qe S SR AT Q1 & Ue wHrHT 3R ua
qSo! B ARG 3} § Heaqy gf g% 2

Among the poorest 20% of households, more than 40% own a vehicle today,
compared to just 6% in 2011-12.

T TR 20% URGRI |, 31TST 40% | 3if¥d & UTH aTe 3, 9dfd 2011-12 H 98
AHTHST Had 6% YT

This enables rural workers to work part-time in nearby cities without having to
migrate.

g ATHYT goigRl @ faeT g f Aerdiet e’ | oiffte & u 3 $19 &1 $t
gfaur Tar g1

If we factor in these and the other policies targeted at the bottom of the
pyramid, such as Ayushman Bharat, the aggregates of welfare for the poor
would look even better.

gfe g9 3 el SR sy URd SRt fiRTfire & fRad a9 W aféa s
erre B e A 3, @ TE & T $a Seanr siws 3R dga” udid gl |

Examining Income Levels

3T TRY B ST

True, it is important to examine income inequality separately from consumption
inequality. _

B B, ST SRTATAT &1 SI1d BT WU AT I 3T BT HgdYUI g |

There is no official income survey data yet.

3§ TP DTS ATUBTNG 3T JAEIUT SeT Juds -5l g

The mainstream media and commentators use the income shares of the top 1%,
as estimated by the World Inequality Lab (WIL) to argue that the income inequality
is very high in India, disregarding critical limitations of these estimates.

TerURT Hif$ar iR frwufieR World Inequality Lab (WIL) gRT A1 e 1%
DI 3T TR BT ITANT g I G & ol Hd & b HRA H 31 SqHMd 9gd
3fUP g, Safd 9 37 SrgAM! 31 TR Frurei & sHeE axd 7|

Page 14

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHARRNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

Given the lack of data on income distribution, the WIL uses the income tax data to
estimate top income levels.

f 31 faaror iR ST B H 3, WIL TaHR ST HT IUANT B Y 3 TR &1
3[HT I g

They use the old consumption data and estimates of the income-consumption
relationship to estimate income for low- and middle-income households.

d RM WUd 3eT 3R AT9-Tud TaY & [ T SUANT f 3R Weaw 3 ardt
IRART 31 31 BT 3THH T & o7 o § |
The latter estimates unrealistically assume that consumption expenditure
exceeds income for 70%-80% of households.
gm&%uﬁsmﬁﬁwﬁwmﬁ%ﬁ? 70%-80% URARI & WUd =, 3 | 31f®
I

How can it be that all families, except the top 20-30%, spend more than they earn,
year after year?

I8 $Y THT ¢ P M 20-30% & SisHr It aRaR &% It 3ru- HATE A it
Tl Hd 82

As an inevitable consequence of using such an implausible assumption, the
income of the bottom 80% gets underestimated.

U Sarafd® gHH o1 ifard ufkumw gg giar 3 f fAerd 80% &1 oy & wHaR
3{fepT STl & |

This reduces their estimated share of national income.

T ST SFHTF TP I iRt ue & g |

Conversely, shares of top income groups are overestimated.

% fawid, =i 3y Tgl & feWeR! e st Al 5|

Even if we ignore these limitations, we do not find an increase in income
inequality.

Yo &) g1 3 HHH1ail &) ToReies 33, g ST SRTHTET A gfe 78 fowmrs e
Taking the WIL estimates as they stand, the national income shares of the bottom
50% have increased from 13.9% in 2017 to 15% in 2022.

i §H WIL & ST 1 WHR &<, ol Fraed 50% 1 I8 o fewdardt 2017 @
13.9% A TGP 2022 T 15% T TS 2|

During the same period, the share of the top 10% has decreased from 58.8% to
57.7%.

=3 sraftr o, =it 10% &) TR 58.8% W UeHR 57.7% & TS B

The high national income shares of the top 1% are a matter of concern.

M 1% &1 S P S feer) ves ffar &1 fawa g1

However, since 2017, the income shares of the top 1% have increased by only
0.3 percentage points.

gTdif, 2017 T, =i 1% 31 3ma RAeRY A Faa 0.3 wfawrd 3id o1 Ifs 53
Research by this writer indicates that a part of this increase is attributable to
improved income reporting by affluent groups in response to the Centre’s anti-
tax evasion measures since 2016-17.

a® & SR, 39 Gl BT U [T 2016-17 A Hg Dt B2 9 favieht Surai &
HRUI YT a1 gRT dgar g Raifén & wefia g

Better reporting should not be mistaken for increased inequality.

dgax RO &1 91 g8 STUIaT 7o IHS ST ATy

Furthermore, the WIL inequality estimates used by the media and commentators are
based on pre-tax income levels.

TP ST, TS 3R FRoiiesRY gRT SUART farT T WIL & SRIHTT 3HH $%
Td 3 TRl W R B
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However, it is the post-tax and post-subsidy/transfer income that matters to
people.

BIelifdh, BRIR SIR A EEATART & aTe P 314 &1 il & g Aewayuf St 21
Therefore, to be meaningful, income inequality estimates should be based on the
post-tax income.

3{ct:, 3T SRHMAT & "I U & U I PRI M W SHTUIRT g1 aTfeu|
For instance, in the assessment year 2023-24, the top 1% of all taxpayers
accounted for 72.77% of the total tax paid.

JETERUT & 1Y, SHTHT ay 2023-24 H, At Hrerarsi & | M 1% 3 ga &
YITA BT 72.77% ANTeH o |

Even in the individual category, the top 1% paid 42% of the total tax paid.
Hfaqra 9ot & off, 2f 1% F Fa B BT 42% Y |

Arguably, wealthy individuals should pay more taxes, but the point is that even at
the existing tax rates, the actual post-tax income of top-income taxpayers is only
65%-75% of the levels used in headline-grabbing estimates.

I a1 o gobar © i weiTey cafeal &) 3ifires o &1 91fey, dfpT sd g §
HioleT AR I W Y, A maseeraneil @Y arafa® HRRR 3 A% 65%-75% Bidt
g, o fear o § foarg w8 Wi S Fm )

For low-income groups, in contrast, the income levels used are smaller than the
actual effective income, which is higher due to the all-time high welfare transfers
that account for more than 8% of GDP.

9 fIuid, 19 3 oY & fofT Tgad 31 R aRdfad WHTAT 39 J HH §, off
sfaer # Ta 2 HeUTur SXATARUIl & HRU GDP P 8% & 3Hft 3

On a post-subsidy, post-tax income basis, over the last decade, we will find a
decrease in income inequality in recent years.

Ife; g1 AfoHSY 3R B HXdl P a1 B 3 & 3MYR W 37, I o a=re o gd
gferar aul # S SRyATT § St foxars Tt

The Other Story About India

YRA B gAR1 BT

Admittedly, we must travel a long way before we can claim to be an egalitarian

society.

Ig WIBR [l S Thdll & b 51 Th THMATATE! THIS S+ & oY el IR ad

HAT R

Inequality in accessing quality health and education is a serious concern.
WA 3R e a6 uga & Sraurar tah R far g1

For a country of our size and diversity, inevitably, there are many lived realities.

BHR 3MPR 3R fAfderdr o 3u & g, 3 aRafdeand @nifas g

However, the story of India is not just about poverty and inequality any more; it is
about progress and aspirations too.

AP YR B! BB 37d Had TR 3R SFHCT DI e 38T I W 3R
ampigmai &t 1 g1

While being mindful of the current problems and challenges ahead, let us also
celebrate the country S successes.

o JHEelt SR gAfaal &) &I 8§ X@d gU, 89 oX &t awaansi &1 ot Ssa
EEIE Sy
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Syrian forces set to re-enter
Sweida as clashes restart

e T 1
'

'GS II: West Asia

Associated Press
MAZRAA

Renewed clashes broke out
overnight between Druze
armed groups and mem-
bers of Bedouin clans in
southern Syria, and go-
vernment forces were pre-
paring to deploy again to
the area on Friday after
pulling out under a cease-
fire agreement that halted
several days of violence
earlier this week, officials
said.

Government security
forces agreed with some of
the Druze factions that
they would re-enter the
area to impose stability
and protect state institu-
tions, according to two Syr-
ian officials who spoke on
Friday. Bedouin groups ar-
rived on Friday from other
areas of Syria to join the
fight.

Thousands of people re-

Fighters from Bedouin tribes near the al-Mazraa village in Sweida,

as clashes with Druze gunmen continue on Friday. AFp

mained displaced by the
violence and the United
Nations has been unable to
bring in much-needed hu-
manitarian and medical
aid because of ongoing
clashes.

The conflict drew air
strikes against Syrian forc-
es by neighbouring Israel
in defence of the Druze mi-
nority before most of the
fighting was halted by a
truce announced on Wed-

nesday that was mediated
by the U.S., Turkiye and
Arab countries. Under that
agreement, Druze factions
and clerics would be left to
maintain internal security
in Sweida, Syria’s interim
President Ahmad al-Sha-
raa, also known as Abu Mo-
hammad al-Jolani, said on
Thursday.

DRUZE MOURN LOSSES
» PAGE 13

Syrian forces set to
re-enter Sweida as
clashes restart

Hfars I Wer A
U Ud% H34 & fae
TR, o4 R | 3=

Renewed Clashes in Southern
Syria
Sferor difear 9 fibr 9 St 3=

+ Renewed clashes broke out
overnight between Druze armed
groups and members of Bedouin
clans in southern Syria, and
government forces were
preparing to deploy again to the
area on Friday after pulling out
under a cease-fire agreement that
halted several days of violence
earlier this week, officials said.
gferor Sifvar o gt wed agE!
3R 955 Hald & TGl & i
A W R & Tl I 81 7S,
3R TRPRI T I[HAR B R

& & T B A IR ¥R ¥, TUY U e | fr e & fore gesfaRm wwsia

& dgd 381 &7 Brs faar ot, SRl 3 Hell

e Government security forces agreed with some of the Druze factions that they
would re-enter the area to impose stability and protect state institutions,
according to two Syrian officials who spoke on Friday.

WXPRY Y& Tl 4 O § el Y Ig YgHld §18 [ d &7 H G: U Pl dlfs

fRRAI F1H B o1 9 iR

R srfieTial = &
o Bedouin groups arrived on Friday from other areas of Syria to join the fight.

Y315 TG YHaR & AR & 37 &3 J A8 | A 811 ugd|

o SR B T DI S b, T§ TFHRI IEPAR D &l

Humanitarian Situation and International Reactions
Aary fRUf iR siaveTgia ufafsang

e Thousands of people remained displaced by the violence and the United Nations
has been unable to bring in humanitarian and medical aid because of ongoing
clashes.

& & R gRT ARt AT o1 gu ¢ ik wged Y AAd ok fafeet
TETaaT Tl ugdn U g, Fife Fsu g oft 9t B

e The conflict drew air strikes against Syrian forces by neighbouring Israel in
defence of the Druze minority before most of the fighting was halted by a truce
announced on Wednesday, mediated by the U.S., Turkiye and Arab countries.

9 9OY & HRUI IS 3T SIRTSA - AINATS gl U §aTg gHd b, S g
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Security Agreement in Sweida

Wer ¥ gR&m JHghar

e Under that agreement, Druze factions and clerics would be left to maintain
internal security in Sweida, Syria’s interim President Ahmad al-Sharaa, also
known as Abu Mohammad al-Jolani, said on Thursday.

I TSI & Igd, Wl | SATaied GRET a1 3T Bt Rrder g el ok
el 1 < e, 7 919 WiRka & Safvw Agufa sewe Srd-xRTS, R 3
Mere 3a-SaA-t & A8 I U S S 8, 7 TR & Hal|

Syria’s Druze find bodies of loved
ones in streets after days of clashes

The fighting began with tit-for-tat kidnappings and attacks between local Sunni Bedouin tribes and Druze militias; at least 600 people, combatants

and civilians on both sides, were killed, according to a Syrian observatory; more than half of the roughly one million Druze worldwide live in Syria

Associated Press
JARAMANA

Syrian Druze wo-
Amzm living in the
United Arab Emi-

rates frantically tried to
keep in touch with her fa-
mily in her hometown in
southern Syria as clashes
raged there over the past
days.

Her mother, father and
sister sent videos of their
neighbours fleeing as fight-
ers moved in. The explo-
sions from shelling were
non-stop, hitting near their
house. Her family took
shelter in the basement.
When she reached them la-
ter in a video call, they said
her father was missing. He
had gone out during a lull
to check the situation and
never returned.

Hours  later, they
learned he had been shot
and killed by a sniper. The
woman spoke on condition
of anonymity.

A ceasefire went into ef-
fect late on Wednesday,
easing days of brutal clash-
es in Sweida. Now, mem-
bers of its Druze communi-
ty who fled or went into
hiding are returning to
search for loved ones and
count their losses. They
are finding homes looted
and bloodied bodies of ci-
vilians in the streets.

The fighting began with
tit-for-tat kidnappings and
attacks between local Sun-
ni Bedouin tribes and
Druze militias in the major-

Brutal clashes: Bedouin fighters patrol the streets of Sweida in Syri

resume following the collapse of a ceasefire on Friday. GETTY IMAGES

ity-Druze Sweida province.
Government forces that in-
tervened to restore order
clashed with the Druze mil-
itias, but also in some cases
attacked civilians.

At least 600 people —
combatants and civilians
on both sides — were killed
in four days of clashes, ac-
cording to the Syrian Ob-
servatory for Human
Rights, a Britain-based war
monitor. It said the dead
included more than 80 ci-
vilians, mostly Druze, who
were rounded up by fight-
ers and collectively shot to
death in what the monitor
called “field executions.”

“These are not indivi-
dual acts but systemic,” the
Observatory’s director Ra-
mi Abdul-Rahman said.
“All the violations are

Address

there. You can see from the
bodies that are all over the
streets in Sweida clearly
show they are shot in the
head.”

Retaliatory attacks

In response, Druze militias
have targeted Bedouin fa-
milies in revenge attacks
since the ceasefire was
reached. Footage shared
on Syrian state media
shows Bedouin families
fleeing with reports of re-
newed skirmishes in those
areas. There was no word
on casualties in those
attacks.

The Druze religious sect
is an offshoot of Ismailism,
a branch of Shia Islam.
More than half of the
roughly one million Druze
worldwide live in Syria.

¥
ia, as clashes with the Druze militias

The others live in Lebanon
and Israel, including in the
Golan Heights, which Is-
rael captured from Syria in
the 1967 Mideast War and
annexed in 1981.

They largely celebrated
the downfall in December
of Syrian autocrat Bashar
Assad but were divided ov-
er interim President Ah-
mad al-Sharaa’s Sunni Isla-
mist rule. The latest
violence has left the com-
munity more sceptical of
Syria’s new leadership and

doubtful of peaceful
coexistence.
One Syrian-American

Druze said of his fear as he
watched the clashes from
the United States and tried
to account for his family
and friends whom he had
seen in a recent trip to his

native city Sweida. Despite
internet and communica-
tions breakdowns, he
tracked down his family.
His mother and brother
fled because their home
was shelled and raided, he
said. Their belongings
were stolen. Their neigh-
bours’ house was burned
down. Two other neigh-
bours were killed, one by
shelling, another by stray
bullets, he said.

He also pored over on-
line videos of the fighting,
finding a harrowing foot-
age. It showed gunmen in
military uniform forcing a
number of men in civilian
clothes to kneel in the
street in a well-known
roundabout in Sweida. The
gunmen then spray the
men with automatic fire,
their bodies dropping to
the ground.

To his horror, he recog-
nised the men. One was a
close family friend -
another Syrian American
on a visit to Sweida from
the U.S. The others were
the friend’s brother, father,
three uncles and a cousin.
Friends he reached out
told him that government
forces had raided the
house where they were all
staying and took them out-
side and shot them.

New leadership vows

“We affirm that protecting
your rights and freedoms is
among our top priorities,”
Mr. al-Sharaa said on
Thursday, promising to

hold perpetrators of civi-
lian killings to account.

But some rights groups
accused Syria’s interim go-
vernment of systematic
sectarian violence.

Footage widely circulat-
ed on social media showed
some of the carnage. One
video shows a living room
with several bodies on the
floor and bullet holes in
the walls and sofa.

In another, there are at
least nine bloodied bodies
in one room of the home of
a family that took in people
fleeing the fighting. Por-
traits of Druze notables are
visible, smashed on the
floor.

Evelyn Azzam, a Druze
woman, is searching the
Damascus suburb of Jara-
mana, trying to find out
what happened to her hus-
band, Robert Kiwan.

Last week, Kiwan left
home for his job in Sweida.
He got caught up in the
chaos when the clashes
erupted. Azzam was on the
phone with him. She heard
a gunshot when one of the
coworkers raised his voice.

Then she heard another
gunshot; her husband was
shot in the hip. An ambu-
lance took him to a hospi-
tal. But she hasn’t heard
anything since and doesn’t
know if he survived.

“I can’t imagine a world
where I would be able to go
back and integrate with
these monsters,” said a Syr-
ian-American back in the
U.sS.
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Syria’s Druze find bodies of loved ones in streets after
days of clashes

%ﬂﬁm% S9 ARTI I F3 (el DI STSUI & JIG ISHI UR
mﬁuﬁ%mﬁﬁ

The fighting began with tit-for-tat kidnappings and attacks between local
Sunni Bedouin tribes and Druze militias; at least 600 people, combatants and
civilians on both sides, were killed, according to a Syrian observatory; more
than half of the roughly one million Druze worldwide live in Syria

ASTS I At 98157 SaTad] MR g9 fAferRmr & &g srgrvr i gudl &
1Y IR §3; TP AIATS AURMAT & SGHR, 1 U & HH A HH 600 AT,
m;ﬁ'\;%ngmnﬁw i WR ® T g 1 g H 31 ¥ Sifw

e A Syrian Druze woman living in the United Arab Emirates frantically tried to keep
in touch with her family in her hometown in southern Syria as clashes raged
there over the past days.

HYF SR SHRTA # 5 arell T HiRars g afewn A did fa-T 7 gféor Wfvar o
g1 38 BT & TR U URAR § Judh §1Y I8 D SdGT=IT BIRAA BT

o Her mother, father and sister sent videos of their neighbours fleeing as fighters
moved in. The explosions from shelling were non-stop, hitting near their house.
Her family took shelter in the basement.

3Gt Hi, firdr o 989 7 U9 difear 99 oed ugRi 4T ¥R A, Fifes ST Uy S
36 ¥ MATRT & 4TS TR 81 3B Y, S 3% O & U dd Ugd ¢ IPT URAR
dgE™ ¥ 5

e When she reached them later in a video call, they said her father was missing. He
had gone out during a lull to check the situation and never returned.

T I 91 § ST pid R I AU fHar, @ I5iA g & 3T fudar |radar g
a1 3| 98 fRfa T= 918% 4T AT 3R 919 T8 aieT|

e Hours later, they learned he had been shot and killed by a sniper. The woman
spoke on condition of anonymity.

$S °cl d1G 36 UdTl 9dl [ 34 T WIZW A Meil AR & N iR I8 AT Tam| afgan
ﬁwwﬁaﬁmﬁwwﬁl

Aftermath of the Ceasefire

gSfR™ & a1 ot fRufa

o A ceasefire went into effect late on Wednesday, easing days of brutal clashes in
Sweida. Now, Druze community members who fled or went into hiding are
returning to search for loved ones and count their losses.

FUAR R A YSa AR g3, o W1 & o, fe1 9 oRt Wiwor ¥ 2rid g3 |
319, YT gU T {50 §U 59 TSN & IS aTud dIe ¥g @ i d 30+ foreri ol
@Wﬂ%ﬁ?mmmmwwl

o They are finding homes looted and bloodied bodies of civilians in the streets.

I 9¢ T IR 3R TSP| U 3ATH ARG B AYTY 1= 7 36T 8

Origins and Impact of the Fighting
SIS B YT 3N YHTT
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The fighting began with tit-for-tat kidnappings and attacks between local Sunni
Bedouin tribes and Druze militias in the majority-Druze Sweida province.

g ASTs I Gt 9Sis Srenfaal iR go fafafmr & s gqa t sragrur
IR gl I L& g, o ARSI g1 TS} ATt et wid J 55

Government forces that intervened to restore order clashed with the Druze
militias, but also in some cases attacked civilians.

ST TETA B 3T RPN A 5o Fafafm @ fis 1€, ok o2 amal o
I2H AN W ot gHar |

At least 600 people — combatants and civilians on both sides — were killed in four
days of clashes, according to the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights.

‘\rﬂﬁuﬂanﬁﬁzﬂwsw & IR, R fe1 1 TSl § 7 J $H 600
iU aﬁq&ﬁésmah?wﬁa? AR Y|

The dead included more than 80 civilians, mostly Druze, who were rounded up by
fighters and coIIectiver shot to death in what the monitor called “field
executions.”

AR T AT H 80 | Siferd AR, fod Siftresi=r go1 2, a9, o7 dasidl A &R
FX IMfeP U F Melt AR &, S T=1 7 A g el

“These are not individual acts but systemic,” said the Observatory’s director Rami
Abdul-Rahman.

TR & =T I Sega-IgHM A F5l, “J AfRATG A1 afew wifed ge-A 51"
“You can see from the bodies all over the streets in Sweida — they were shot in
the head.”

“3TY 3G Iohd & [ el $1 ISP IR U a1 & — R A el 98 w8 <t

Retaliation and Sectarian Tensions

ufaie iR Jiue® a91d

In response, Druze militias have targeted Bedouin families in revenge attacks
since the ceasefire was reached.

raTs #, go fferRmar A AdigT uRarR) &) =T = mar | g™ & ae 95
& gHal H|

Footage on Syrian state media shows Bedouin families fleeing with reports of
renewed skirmishes in those areas.

Wfvarg o Wifsar § i a1 i T tRaR YRR 4, iR 3T 8 1 fhe @
S0 = 81 B e B

There was no word on casualties in those attacks.

39 gHa | fhelt gargd 91 BIE TP RI T8 B

Background on the Druze Community

o T Bt gy

The Druze religious sect is an offshoot of Ismailism, a branch of Shia Islam.

o UTTio \iveTa SEHTE e &) U T 2, S T 3% 9§ e 2|

More than half of the roughly one million Druze worldwide live in Syria.

ST 1R H AW g G g9 B 9 e 9 oiftres i 7 5a §

The rest live in Lebanon and Israel, including in the Golan Heights, which Israel
captured in the 1967 Mideast War and annexed in 1981.

! AT 3R FORISA A 84 &, o0 M g1ged f it g, o’ soRigar A
1967 ¥ Ted qd g T ST iR 1981 & oA & fiven foram|
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Distrust Toward Syrian Leadership

Hifvars A9 & ufa sifayra

They largely celebrated the downfall in December of Syrian autocrat Bashar
Assad, but were divided over interim President Ahmad al-Sharaa’s Sunni
Islamist rule.

I feiaR o Wfvars arFT=ITe 93K 3a-3RIg & Ud- &1 GRI | WrTd T,
<ifehT SiafH APUFT SrgHG SHA-TRTSMT & FoAT FTATH! ATHA Bl bR fAHTford g1
a|

The latest violence has left the community more sceptical of Syria’'s new
leadership and doubtful of peaceful coexistence.

gIferaT f&am 3 gerd & WA & Y Aqa & ufa iR aif¥re wdgyuf a1 flear @
3R wrifaquf Tg-31fid ©R Tde da1 R fear ]

Personal Accounts of Trauma and Loss

fRATd 3FYT: 3MTaTd 3R JHa=

One Syrian-American Druze said he watched the clashes from the U.S. and tried
to account for his family and friends in Sweida.

T arg -t g = $e1 o 3T ARSI A FSUl &Y ¢ 3R el | 3uA
uﬁaw 3R Il Tt THHR A7 B PR B
His mother and brother fled as their home was shelled and raided.
3! Hi 3R UTS URT T, T I TR MATTRY 3R BT HT RIPR gar|
Their belongings were stolen, and their neighbours’ house burned down.
3% A TRT 1T 1Y, iR Uiyl &1 w” srer fear
Two neighbours were killed, one by shelling, another by stray bullets.

3 TSR UK 7T, U& &) MATRY 3R IR DI S B et aift|

He found harrowing footage online showing gunmen forcing men to kneel in a
Sweida roundabout, then spraying them W|th automatic fire.

e ST TP MaTaE A @ o & dgH TRl = A DI Wl $ TR W
Yol & gd 9S[T, mﬁmm@mammml

To his horror, he recognized the victims — one a close family friend, others were
his brother, father, three uncles, and a cousin.

g 2 B 98 R T8 1 b a8 NEdl Y UgaH T — U S8 urikaniys
firm, ok 1! I HTE, e, 9 T 3R U <=RT WIS U1

Friends told him that government forces raided the house where they were staying
and executed them outside.

Sl 3 g fe RN gl A I TR W BIUT AR 581 3 @ | ¥ 3R I I o
STHR Melt AR

Official Response and Doubts

IR ufafspar 3R Hig

“We affirm that protecting your rights and freedoms is among our top priorities,”
Mr. al-Sharaa said on Thursday, promising to hold perpetrators accountable.

ot 3IE-IRTSAT 7 THFAR &I HT, “BH MMUP ARIBRI 3N AT BT 38T DT 301
i wrafiresaret & T €, SR ST &Y |t & &1 arer fban |

But some rights groups accused Syria’s interim government of systematic
sectarian violence.
wmwamﬁmwwmmﬁw
2l [SRIIEIN
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Footage on social media showed carnage — a living room with bodies on the
floor and bullet holes in walls and furniture.

ira Wifsar w arRa difsar o qardl fodt — we fafdn & u, 5o il vt w
St ff, 3R StaRt 9 P wR Mt & A= 31

Another video showed nine bloodied bodies in one room of a home that
sheltered fleeing civilians. Portraits of Druze notables were seen smashed on
the floor.

TH 3 dIfS o U TR & A § A ayuy arf fodft, Sgt HrTe AnTiRe! &1 ;R0T
& 715 < g Aarei B AR BRI R gl g5 St

Missing Persons and Personal Anguish

ATYAT Afad 3R safeiTd dieT

Evelyn Azzam, a Druze woman, searched the Damascus suburb of Jaramana,
trying to find her husband, Robert Kiwan.

TafaT 3, Us §ol Afedl, SRIR® & SIRTHHT TR & 30+ ufd I1ad fhar &t
e A

Last week, Kiwan left for work in Sweida. During the clashes, she was on a call
with him when she heard a gunshot after someone raised his voice.

s o, forara e # 3U_ &1 R Y| I1SY & SR 98 379 B R 91d B
B! o, 9 U et ot Smars g o bl A SR ¥ $B BTl

Then she heard another gunshot; her husband was shot in the hip and taken to a
hospital, but she hasn't heard anything since.

R gt el B SmaTST 3Mg; 37 Ul Y HHR W et Tt 3R I8 SRudra &
ST 74T, A 99 I 3% BIg AFPRI Aol [Ha |

“l can’t imagine a world where | would be able to go back and integrate with these
monsters,” said a Syrian-American back in the U.S.

TH Hiars-Afet TRR® 1 et & o, “H T a1 & ded T8l HR Tl
et H aruy SR 31 Ve & 91 fhr | i a1
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1. U.S. adds TRF to terror list for Pahalgam strike

3ANR®T A U gHA & fow HAMRU® &1 3Tdward!

gt o STet

2. Nine get life imprisonment for ‘digital arrest’ fraud
fefored ARmRY drarydt & fore =t &t sreitaq

PRIATH

3. Nistar, first indigenous diving support vessel,

commissioned into Navy

RIIE ]
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Platform fee an ‘industry standard,’ ‘inevitable’
outcome

SEBI moves to curb high volatility in electricity futures

T4l A foorelt araer § 3= SIFRRGT &i P+ &b fole HeH
CL11Y

U.S. adds TREF to terror list for Pahalgam strike

The Resistance Front declared a ‘Specially Designated
Global Terrorist and ‘Foreign Terrorist Organisation’

NEW DELHI

n a move that is being
l viewed as an endorse-
ment of India’s inter-
national  counter-terror
campaign, the United
States on Thursday desig-
nated The Resistance
Front (TRF) as a ‘Foreign
Terrorist Organisation’ and
‘Specially Designated Glo-
bal Terrorist’. The TRF,
backed by the Pakistan-
based Lashkar-e-Taiba mil-
itant group, claimed to be
behind the deadly April 22
terror attack that left 26 pe-
ople dead in Pahalgam.
The Indian government
welcomed the U.S. desig-
nation of the TRF as a ter-
ror group, with External
Affairs Minister S. Jaishan-
kar describing the move as
“a strong affirmation of In-
dia-U.S. counter-terrorism
cooperation”. The Exter-

nal Affairs Ministry added
that India’s cooperation
with international partners
will continue to ensure
“that terrorist organisa-
tions and their proxies are
held accountable”.

“Today, the Department
of State is adding The Re-
sistance Front (TRF) as a
designated Foreign Terro-
rist Organisation (FTO) and
Specially Designated Glo-
bal Terrorist (SDGT). TRF,
a Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT)
front and proxy, claimed
responsibility for the April
22, 2025, Pahalgam attack
which killed 26 civilians,”
said U.S. Secretary of State
Marco Rubio.

Deadliest attack

“This was the deadliest at-
tack on civilians in India
since the 2008 Mumbai at-
tacks conducted by LeT.
TRF has also claimed res-
ponsibility for several at-

Jaishankar calls it an “affirmation of
India-U.S. counter-terrorism cooperation’

Terror trail

The U.S. designation
follows India’s global
campaign against
cross-border terrorism
launched after the
April 22 Pahalgam
terrorist attack

= Following Operation
Sindoor, the Indian
government sent a
technical team with a
comprehensive dossier
on The Resi

® The evidence was
presented to the 1267
ToandC: E

Front to New York for
presentation

tacks against Indian securi-
ty forces, including most
recently in 2024,” Mr. Ru-
bio said.

He added that the deci-
sion on the TRF “demon-
strates” the Trump admi-
nistration’s “commitment
to protecting our national
security interests, counter-

that decides on global
listing of terrorist groups

ing terrorism, and enforc-
ing President Trump’s call
for justice for the Pahal-
gam attack.”

In response, Mr. Jaishan-
kar said: “A strong affirma-
tion of India-U.S. counter-
terrorism cooperation. Ap-
preciate Secretary Rubio
and State Department for

® |ndia had designated
the TRF as a terror
outfit under Unlawful
Activities (Prevention)
Actin January 2023

A

Under scrutiny:
Security personnel
at the Pahalgam
terror attack site
in J&K.

IMRAN NISSAR

Pakistan’s LeT proxy: Founded in 2019 by Muhammad Abbas Sheikh, the TRF is a Pakistan-based
Lashkar-e-Taiba proxy that claimed responsibility for the Pahalgam attack

designating TRF — a LeT
proxy — as a Foreign Terro-
rist Organisation (FTO) and
Specially Designated Glo-
bal Terrorist (SDGT). It
claimed responsibility for
the April 22 Pahalgam at-
tack. Zero tolerance for
terrorism.”

Following the Pahalgam

terror attack India had
started a campaign to
bring a global ban on TRF.
The UN Security Council
passed a resolution on the
Pahalgam attack on 25
April that condemned the
attack but stopped short of
naming the TRF. After Op-
eration Sindoor that target-
ed terror facilities and mili-
tary bases in Pakistan,
India launched a global
campaign by sending mul-
ti-party delegations abroad
and also sent a technical
team to New York to pre-
sent evidence regarding
the Pahalgam terror attack
to the Monitoring Team of
the 1267 Sanctions Com-
mittee that decides on the
global listing of terrorist
groups. Concerns on terro-
rism featured also in the 1
July Quad Foreign Minis-
ters meeting held in Wash-
ington where a joint state-
ment “strongly”

U.S. adds TRF to terror list for Pahalgam strike

SANRDT A TgaH gHA & fore HA/RTE HY sdware! It Ao
STt

U.S. Designates TRF as Foreign Terrorist Organisation

3 TRF & faesh

3TdPpardl [rs v far

This shows the Trump administration’s commitment
to enforcing President’s call for justice, says Rubio

condemned the Pahalgam
attack.

‘Timely step’

The Ministry of External
Affairs highlighted India’s
international  campaign
against terrorism and de-
scribed the designation of
TRF as a “timely and im-
portant step” that reflects
“deep cooperation bet-
ween India and the United
States on
counter-terrorism.”

“India remains commit-
ted to a policy of zero tole-
rance towards terrorism
and will continue to work
closely with its internation-
al partners to ensure that
terrorist organizations and
their proxies are held ac-
countable,” said the MEA
appreciating the support
from Mr. Rubio.

RELATED REPORT
» PAGE 3

In a move that is being viewed as an endorsement of India’s international counter-

terror campaign, the United States on Thursday designated The Resistance
Front (TRF) as a ‘Foreign Terrorist Organisation’ and ‘Specially Designated

Global Terrorist’.

T YRA & SRRIBIT SfTcdpara- e} S 1 FHd= 71 & 61 3, SAReT 4 TFaR

P! The Resistance Front (TRF) &1 ‘faazft smdeard wire= sik faiy &u d

A1fera Af¥® sdwardy D fa
The TRF, backed by the Pakistan-based Lashkar-e-Taiba militant group, claimed
to be behind the deadly April 22 terror attack that left 26 people dead in

Pahalgam.
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Tfear fRIT T=H-T-agar I0fd TRF 7 22 30d &I UgenH § §U STddpdrd!
A & forderRY oft, o 26 &RT |IR T 3|

o The Indian government welcomed the U.S. designation of the TRF as a terror
group, with External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar describing the move as “a
strong affirmation of India-U.S. counter-terrorism cooperation”.

YR TRPR A TRF I TGP are! GYg Tiivd fHe 9 & iie! ad &1
wWTd foar| fadwr vt v, SaRies A 39 “URA-3AR®T srdware-iedt wgahT &t
Tolgd gfy” Jar|

o The External Affairs Ministry added that India’s cooperation with international
partners will continue to ensure “that terrorist organisations and their proxies
are held accountable”.

fad=r waTerd A ol f WRA 3 UTTERT & ATy TGN SR [T dlfh
“3TAPHATS TSI 3R ISP [ DI STATa¢E SEAT ol 4P |
Designation Announcement by U.S. State Department
3Afyet fader faurT gRT givon

o “Today, the Department of State is adding The Resistance Front (TRF) as a
designated Foreign Terrorist Organisation (FTO) and Specially Designated
Global Terrorist (SDGT).

“319T, ﬁ%’*ﬂ fAUTT A The Resistance Front (TRF) Gl ﬁ%&'ﬁ STAHATe! ST
(FTO) 3R faRiy wu & 71f¥a AfYw smdwardt (SDGT) 9fvd fwar 3

e TRF, a Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) front and proxy, claimed responsibility for the April
22, 2025, Pahalgam attack which killed **26 civilians,” said U.S. Secretary of State
Marco Rubio.

ARHR-U-ATaT (LeT) T HTHA aTelT WIS MR UfafAfyr TRF 3 22 3fid 2025 &
UEATH § §U g, Ford 26 AR AR T A, & fS@eR] off,” I8 a1d ARt
fac=r w=i ATt Sfea 3 et

Deadliest Attack Since 2008 Mumbai Attacks
2008 HEE gHE! & 91G Ja4 UIdP gHaT

o “This was the deadliest attack on civilians in India since the 2008 Mumbai
attacks conducted by LeT.

“Tg URd H ATNTR®| IR a4 °UTad gHaT UT 2008 F I gl & dlg, forg LeT A
3fotre fem |

e TRF has also claimed responsibility for several attacks against Indian security
forces, including most recently in 2024,” Mr. Rubio said.

TRF 7 YRATT Y& Il IR 3 gHal & fordier! off &t &, o 2024 & gifera
g W 2nfie 3, ot e A wa

e He added that the decision on the TRF “demonstrates the Trump administration’s
commitment to protecting our national security interests, countering terrorism,
and enforcing President Trump’s call for justice for the Pahalgam attack.”

I BEl b TRF W I8 MUY “¢u U= &1 1R 0T Ra fodl 1 e,
aﬁmﬁgﬁa@ﬁvwwﬁ%ﬁqmaﬁnﬁaﬁmmﬁﬁm”
|

India’s Response and Diplomatic Efforts

YR $1 yfaferar iv IeHe var

e Inresponse, Mr. Jaishankar said: “A strong affirmation of India-U.S.
counterterrorism cooperation. Appreciate Secretary Rubio and State
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Department for designating TRF — a LeT proxy — as a Foreign Terrorist
Organisation (FTO) and Specially Designated Global Terrorist (SDGT).

yfcforar o, ot STARHR A Hal: “URA-SMRSBT TP arg-Ad TgaRT 3t Heigd giv |
Afrg SR 3R A2 RAIYNT &1 TRF — LeT T URIFIRI — @1 FTO 3% SDGT
HIfYd #1 & fore g=gare 1”

o It claimed responsibility for the April 22 Pahalgam attack. Zero tolerance for
terrorism.

I 22 IS F UGATH g9A $1 iRy < 1 srdeare & e Y= aftwEr

Global Campaign and Operation Sindoor

Y A 3R TR Rigk
o Following the Pahalgam terror attack, India started a campaign to bring a global
ban on TRF.
USRI SATdHATd] §HA & 916, WRA 3 TRF W Afw yfady @ & fie
ST IR fa

e The UN Security Council passed a resolution on the Pahalgam attack on 25
Aprll that condemned the attack but stopped short of naming the TRF.
HYed Y GR&T TRYG 7 25 S B UGeNTH g8 IR TS Y¥a1d urid fbar, fored
mﬁﬁaﬁﬂéWTRFﬁrmqﬁWW|

o After Operation Sindoor, that targeted terror facilities and military bases in
Pakistan, India launched a global campaign by sending multi-party delegations
abroad and also sent a technical team to New York to present evidence regarding
the Pahalgam terror attack to the Monitoring Team of the 1267 Sanctions
Committee.

ez Rigr, o urfewam A smdwardt fdemi ok O fe&wTi &t fA=m=n
FTIT 74T, & §18 HRA 3 U Ay SR I3 fba, e ded @38 gal &
yRafiRree X 49 T aﬁ?@ﬁaao——ﬂaﬁzﬂnqm%ﬂﬁﬂn%mﬁﬂzmuﬁw
afafa &t fFIRT &9 3 tgaH g9 & \18d U fbU S 94 |

Quad and International Cooperation
DTS MY SIAPIA HeANT

e Concerns on terrorism featured also in the 1 July Quad Foreign Ministers meeting
held in Washington where a joint statement “strongly” condemned the
Pahalgam attack.

&I aTliTes ¥ maifora e1s fagzr afal &t 9@ o +ft sidware & 48 W
§S, 5151 g S § UgerTH gHG B <o Tl 7 et 3 i)

‘Timely Step’ - India’s MEA
A R HeH’ - WRd $1 fagr wareg

o The Ministry of External Affairs highlighted India’s international campaign
against terrorism and described the designation of TRF as a “timely and
important step” that reflects “deep cooperation between India and the United
States on counter-terrorism.”
ﬁ%mﬁum%&m%ﬁumﬁﬁ%ﬁsﬁmﬂﬁwmaﬁ?
TRF & Sfdierdrel Gt $7 1 T “THY UX 3R HgdYUl $EH” §a1d1 o) “HRd
IR ARkt & dig TN smawarg-Aht wgahT & gfar gl

¢ “India remains committed to a policy of zero tolerance towards terrorism and will
continue to work closely with its international partners to ensure that terrorist
organizations and their proxies are held accountable,” said the MEA
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appreciating the support from Mr. Rubio.

“YRT PTG & Ui X Afgsrar 31 Hifa & i vides 8 3R ere siavwmdia
YrfiERT & ATY ey ST ST T dIf SMTaedard! EsH! 3 39
YOI B Sa1adg 33T Sl Hob,” Ug a1d faewr ™ = o sfaat & gudq #t

Nine get life
imprisonment
for ‘digital
arrest’ fraud

Shrabana Chatterjee
KOLKATA

A West Bengal court sen-
tenced nine people to life
imprisonment on Friday
for their involvement in a
“digital arrest” scam. This
is among the first such con-
victions in India and the
first in West Bengal.

The 70-year-old victim
lost %1 crore and was under
“digital arrest” for almost
seven days. According to
the victim, he was asked to
deposit money into va-
rious accounts by a What-
sApp caller, who identified
themself as sub-inspector
Hemraj Koli of the Andheri
police station in Mumbiai.

The police found out
that the calls, though origi-
nating from India, were be-
ing rerouted through Cam-
bodia and the money was
siphoned through multiple
accounts whose owners
were spread across the
country.

Of the 13 people arrest-
ed from Gujarat, Maha-
rashtra, and Haryana, nine
were convicted.

Multdiple bank pass-
books, ATM cards, SIM
cards, and mobile phones
were seized from the
accused.

TRTGT Xl gY ol |

Nine get life imprisonment for ‘digital arrest’ fraud

fafored AR a1 & forg A &Y smefia=

Digital Arrest Scam Conviction in West Bengal
ufgw s | f$foree sR¥e giere # |er

. A West Bengal court sentenced nine people to life imprisonment
on Friday for their involvement in a “digital arrest” scam.

Tf3W ST 1 U Sigrard - I[PAR & “f$fored sRve” giera & =nfia At
NI Y SISl FRIEN & 9ol 15 |

. This is among the first such convictions in India and the first in
West Bengal.

g YRd A U Ugd AHdl 6 | TP ¢ iR UfdH e A ugsn AHar g |

Details of the Victim and the Scam

Wifed 3R Tiere &1 faazur

. The 70-year-old victim lost ¥1 crore and was under “digital arrest”
for almost seven days.

70 gifg HifSd A 21 FHRAS T 3R T4 A1 fe) o “feferea sRwe” |
RECIRIEIN

. According to the victim, he was asked to deposit money into various
accounts by a WhatsApp caller, who identified themself as sub-inspector
Hemraj Koli of the Andheri police station in Mumbai.

fifed & SR, U FTeHTY HIaR - Ge &1 Has & N R R\ &
%@Wﬁ SRS Pl & U H U $Hd §U S0 (e Wral d T 5
Gl

Modus Operandi and Police Findings

3R gRra #t i

. The police found out that the calls, though originating from India,
were being rerouted through Cambodia and the money was siphoned

through multiple accounts whose owners were spread across the country.
gfer = ur % S URd | &1 91 38 A, difoeT daifear & areay I qAfieRa ot
ST 38T 2 SiR O SRIWR § el WIATURS | & B3 @Il & ATeqd o fpran o 381

CLI

Arrests and Seizures

3R ST=it
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o Of the 13 people arrested from Gujarat, Maharashtra, and Haryana, nine were
convicted.

TR, AERTY 3R AT 3 RREAR %Y 7T 13 @RT & 3 = o gft sg=mn
|

e Multiple bank passbooks, ATM cards, SIM cards, and mobile phones were
seized from the accused.

IR F P I TP, TETH 1, R 18 3R HiaTgd BiF s U TU|

Nistar, first
indigenous diving
support vessel,
commissioned into
Navy

Nistar, first indigenous
diving support vessel,
commissioned into Navy

GS li: Defence .. .
Saurabh Trivedi Tﬁm m
NEW DELHI f ﬁ'
The Indian Navy on Friday )

commissioned INS Nistar,
the first indigenously de-
signed and constructed
diving support vessel, in
the presence of Union Mi-
nister of State for Defence
Sanjay Seth in
Visakhapatnam.

The 118-metre ship,
which is the first of two div-
ing support vessels being
built by Hindustan Shi-
pyard Ltd., is designed to

Mlnlster of State for Defence Sanjay Seth dunng the commissioning
of INS Nistar on Friday in Visakhapatnam. v. RAJU

“Aatmanirbhar ~ Bharat”
campaign. At present, all

INS Nistar is installed
with state-of-the-art diving

e The Indian Navy on
Friday commissioned INS
Nistar, the first
indigenously designed and
constructed diving support
vessel, in the presence of
Union Minister of State for
Defence Sanjay Seth in
Visakhapatnam.

undertake complex deep of the 57 new warships in  equipment such as remote- f ﬁ a

sea saturation diving and the pipeline are being con-  ly operated vehicles, self- YPAR aﬁ ﬁ
rescue operations — a cap-  structed indigenously. propelled hyperbaric life | INS ﬁﬁﬂ, S o ygdil
ability select navies pos- boat, diving compression E%Qﬁ =Y %3“37{ 3ﬁT
sess across the globe. Critical support chambers. It can under- ﬁ ’

Mr. Seth said the com-

Chief of the Naval Staff Ad-

take diving and salvage op-

fafifa sefdmand da g,

missioning of INS Nistar miral Dinesh K. Tripathi erations up to 300 metres | b Y&IT YT HAT ToTd WS DI
firmly reinforces theroleof termed INS Nistar as not  depth. It would also serve IufRAFT & femaraaaw &
the Indian Navy as the just a technological asset, as the “Mother Ship” for

“first responder” and “pre-  but a crucial operational deep submergence rescue HHEH fba|

ferred security partner” in
the region. Supporting the

enabler. “Nistar will pro-
vide critical submarine res-

vessel to rescue and evac-
uate personnel, from a

e The 118-metre ship,
which is the first of two

indigenous shipbuildingin-  cue support to the Indian  dived submarine in dis- o
dustry has been one of the = Navy as well as our region-  tress well below the SIYInng!.Ilpg) O::It . vgssels
pillars of the government’s  al partners,” he said. surface. eing built by Hindustan

Shipyard Ltd., is designed to

undertake complex deep sea saturation diving and rescue operations — a
capability select navies possess across the globe.

118-Hiex &a1 g8 Ud, S fégwar Ruars

fafires grRy 99T o %@ &Y sTefdT wad

el # | Ugdl ¢, $ Wfed TeX TSl Hefwt STiaT 3R wug At & fw
&g fasan man § — g e fay o) gfer e & U g

Strategic Importance and Aatmanirbhar Push

AP AEd SR SmAIHR YR &1 fewn & &ew
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Mr. Seth said the commissioning of INS Nistar firmly reinforces the role of the
Indian Navy as the “first responder” and “preferred security partner” in the
region.

ot ¥ 3 FgT {5 INS AR &1 SR &7 & YRR [T &1 “yrm iafear 3R
el 3R “uTufire GRem UrfigR” &t YfidT & gerge! A R Far 3|
Supporting the indigenous shipbuilding industry has been one of the pillars of the
government’s “Aatmanirbhar Bharat” campaign.

ez STeTe fAuior ST &1 9 WEHR & “med R yRa e & g
WUl § 9 TF W@ 5

At present, all of the 57 new warships in the pipeline are being constructed
indigenously.

gaar # fmfondi= 57 90 gguial & I @it &1 fFmfor @Rl v @ o st B

Technological and Operational Capabilities

3R HETA &HATE

Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral Dinesh K. Tripathi termed INS Nistar as not just
a technological asset, but a crucial operational enabler.

N1 U TSRRa faA=r &. fAurdY 3 INs AR &) Fraa ta menfiratg Juft
T sfctp Ueb Hgeaqul HeTerT gAY aarai|

“Nistar will provide critical submarine rescue support to the Indian Navy as well
as our regional partners,” he said.

I P, "R WRR 1T & -1 §UR &9 AgigRT 31 oft ageayguf
Ugsd! 9919 Tl YaH S|

INS Nistar is installed with state-of-the-art diving equipment such as remotely
operated vehicles, self-propelled hyperbaric life boat, diving compression
chambers.

INS fARaR & I9a ST8fdwT Susur @ § o for e & Tenfera are=T, wenfea
BTRWRAND ATSE die, ST HUH dav |

It can undertake diving and salvage operations up to 300 metres depth.

Tg 300 WX & e a@ STEfAT 3R Tra U &) 35 T ghdT 71

It would also serve as the “Mother Ship” for deep submergence rescue vessel to
rescue and evacuate personnel from a dived submarine in distress well below
the surface.

Ig TEWTs H g UPheuwd Ugsdl I SHamal Bt g9+ 3R a18% e & o
ﬁqmﬁqmmaﬁ “7eR R & U # ot Hd Ham|

Page28

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

Agriculture needs more public
spending, not just one umbrella scheme

he Prime Minister Dhan-Dhaanya Krishi
I Yojana (PMDDKY), a scheme approved

by the Union Cabinet, is to be implement-
ed through the convergence of 36 existing
schemes across 11 Departments. According to Un-
ion Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan,
the scheme seeks to address the “disparities in
productivity” between States, and even among
districts within a State. The Centre’s pet schemes
such as the Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi
(PM-KISAN) and the PM Fasal Bima Yojana
(PMFBY) as well as relevant State schemes, to be
identified by the District Dhan Dhaanya Samitis,
will be subsumed in the PMDDKY. Local partner-
ships with the private sector will also be promot-
ed under the proposed scheme, which will begin
in October during the rabi crop season. The
scheme is to get an annual outlay of 324,000
crore for six years. Modelled on NITI Aayog’s As-
pirational Districts Programme, the Centre will
identify 100 districts based on low productivity
and cropping intensity and less credit disburse-
ment. The hope is that the scheme will result in
higher productivity, value addition in agriculture
and allied sectors, local livelihood creation, lead-
ing to increased domestic production and self-re-
liance. This convergence of schemes must be
viewed in the background of decreasing public
spending on agriculture. The Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Agriculture, in the latest
report on Demands for Grants, had observed a
continuous decline, from 3.53% in 2021-22 to
3.14% (2022-23), 2.57% (2023-24), 2.54% (2024-25)
and 2.51% (2025-26), of the allocations for agricul-
ture as a percentage of total Central Plan outlay.
This aggregation of all schemes under one um-
brella suggests that the Government wants un-
iformity in running the welfare, financial and
technical schemes in the agriculture sector. It is
keen to add States’ measures too in the new
scheme. It remains to be seen how effective such
uniformity will be on the ground as further de-
crease in public investment in agriculture could
be disastrous. Private-public partnerships should
be for the larger good of self-reliance, particularly
in the production of foodgrains, edible oil and
pulses. The progress of area coverage under kha-
rif crops, released last week, points to a decrease
in the sowing of oil seeds and popular pulses.
Though it promotes national uniformity, it is wel-
come that the new scheme will function based on
‘District Plans’ that will be aligned to the national
goals of crop diversification, conservation of wa-
ter and soil health, self-sufficiency in agriculture
and allied sectors. For the PMDDKY, the Centre
will monitor 117 key indicators of progress on a
monthly basis. But to make it more participatory,
States, local self governments, primary agricul-
ture cooperative societies, agriculture universi-
ties and organisations of farmers and traders
must be involved in this process.

HH IATGHAT, BaA digdT 3R $H BT fIaR01 & YR W 100 forel &1 uga=

B
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All in one: Agriculture needs more public
spending, not just one umbrella scheme

It $© Tt 4: N I dad Te 7Y
i1 8T, afew 3ife rdeifae @ &t
TIYPdl &

Prime Minister Dhan-Dhaanya Krishi Yojana (PMDDKY)
YYTTHAT &1-4T=T FY FieT (PMDDKY)

e The Prime Minister Dhan-Dhaanya Krishi Yojana (PMDDKY), a
scheme approved by the Union Cabinet, is to be implemented
through the convergence of 36 existing schemes across 11
Departments.

YT ¢F-4T Y JISHT (PMDDKY), o Sl wifrisa 3
Todt €1 8, B 11 FAURT Bt 36 AT AISTSH & TBIRU &
ey ¥ ar fear S|
o According to Union Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan, the scheme seeks to address the “disparities in
productivity” between States, and even among districts within a
State.

& Sy Tt Rravrer Rig e & SUR, 98 JoH I491 &
I 3R T I8 & iR [l & o9 “Ieargddr § SRIATATS”
B R B BT YUY Pl B
e The Centre’s pet schemes such as PM-KISAN and PM Fasal
Bima Yojana (PMFBY) as well as relevant State schemes, to be
identified by the District Dhan Dhaanya Samitis, will be
subsumed in the PMDDKY.

&% B UgE oY oY i few-fam iR weyrwEt waa
1 FIET (PMFBY) 8IR faRasia eq-u=a [fifaat gro
Ul S dTell I i afdd YIS PMDDKY H SHIgd bl
ST |
e Local partnerships with the private sector will also be
promoted under the proposed scheme, which will begin in
October during the rabi crop season.

TRATTId AT & dad Feft & & a1y R argierial of of
ﬁ%m,eﬁmﬁﬁm%%é&%w

I
e The scheme is to get an annual outlay of ¥24,000 crore for six
years.
= IS &f 224,000 FRIS &1 AN URTT BE 90l & g
el

o Modelled on NITI Aayog’s Aspirational Districts
Programme, the Centre will identify 100 districts based on low
productivity, cropping intensity, and less credit
disbursement.

Hifa T #t il foral &t AT R 3URd, g TWBR
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The hope is that the scheme will result in higher productivity, value addition in
agriculture and allied sectors, local livelihood creation, leading to increased
domestic production and self-reliance.

g TR B A1 @1 & b JIorT I I STgehdl, Y 3R Jafdd &3 § gea "ae,
RITIT STeifaeT gor gnm, o e Sare 3R serfaRar & gfe gif

This convergence of schemes must be viewed in the background of decreasing
public spending on agriculture.

S ASHIST & THIDHRU B HIY R Ued ArdoT=w oad &1 g8 T &1 o1 dTed |
The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Agriculture, in the latest report on
Demands for Grants, had observed a continuous decline, from 3.53% in 2021-22 to
2.51% in 2025-26, of the allocations for agriculture as a percentage of total Central
Plan outlay.

P IR I R GAfd = saM! &t i R Fd-ad Raic § $Y & e od s
o1 99 | 2021-22 H 3.53% H UEHT 2025-26 B 2.51% TP DI (AR FR1GC & Aie
foa

This aggregation of all schemes under one umbrella suggests that the Government
wants uniformity in running the welfare, financial, and technical schemes in the
agriculture sector.

Tt ToFI3T B T TRt & dad GHTed B B IET g Yhd adl § 1 IRBR Py
a7 H sedrur, faxiig 3R ae-ie! TisH1sl & Jare H TehsudT drgadt g |

It is keen to add States’ measures too in the new scheme.

Tg < o & Iral Bt Arernai o o e B &) 355 B

It remains to be seen how effective such uniformity will be on the ground as further
decrease in public investment in agriculture could be disastrous.

T ST/ T11 § o U g udT S Wik R farat guTat gt Fifes iy o
e AT # ¢k fiRTae fIATReRt 8 g 7

Private-public partnerships should be for the larger good of self-reliance,
particularly in the production of foodgrains, edible oil, and pulses.

foreit- AIEISTRAT TSR 3, W Ad 3R aral & Sare & sy
¥ U fd & forw gt =nfgul

The progress of area coverage under kharif crops, released last week, points to a

decrease in the sowing of oil seeds and popular pulses.

Ued e IR @HE Bl & St & Havel B1 WIfd ° ad diell 3R Arsiva

STl ) SaTS | HHI B 3R IURT a3

Though it promotes national uniformity, it is welcome that the new scheme will

function based on ‘District Plans’ aligned to national goals of crop diversification,

conservation of water and soil health, self-sufficiency in agriculture and allied

sectors.

wﬁwﬁwrﬁmaﬁmé‘cﬁ% g W 4177 § % e diorT waa
& TTRA W4T, Y # srefyiRar o wgha agat 9 9

1 Aee & SMYR W aferd gt

For the PMDDKY, the Centre will monitor 117 key indicators of progress on a
monthly basis.

ag\jﬂﬁ)DKY%%@éﬁWﬂ?ﬁﬂ@WﬁW&ﬁWﬁﬁw
|

To make it more participatory, States, local self governments, primary
agriculture cooperative societies, agriculture universities, and organisations of
farmers and traders must be involved in this process.

39 e Wriiergul s & o 59 ufsear & wea, Rt s e,
e HiY ggert afifaat, FiY fyferey, ok feam vd amafal & w@rew
P S fHar ST nfeu|
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Platform fee an
‘industry standard,
‘inevitable’ outcome

As e-com/g-com firms eye turning profitable, platform fee has turned

from a small experiment on Swiggy to something even Amazon charges

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

hat started off
w as a small expe-
riment — a 32

“platform fee” on Swiggy
in 2023 - has now grown
into an industry standard
across e-com and quick
com platforms alike. The
fee is no longer 32 either:
Swiggy now charges 10 as
a platform fee. There is
GST applicable on top of
this: a user fumed on social
media site Reddit two
years ago: “There’s now a
GST on platform fee. A fee
Zomato/Swiggy invented.”

The fees are netting rela-
tively modest sums. Zoma-
to said in a report for 2023-
24 fiscal, the item earned
%83 crore that year.

But they may be setting
the stage for something
larger: platform fees are
now being charged across
all major food and grocery
delivery platforms, such as
BlinkIt, Swiggy, Zomato
and Zepto. Even Amazon
has started charging a ¥5
‘marketplace fee, someth-
ing it doesn’t appear to
charge users in other coun-
tries. Spokespersons for
Swiggy and Zepto did not
respond to a request for
comment. A Zomato spo-
kesperson said, “This fee
helps us keep the app run-
ning smoothly, invest in

Growing revenue stream: Zomato said a report for 2023-24 fiscal,

the item earned 383 crore that year. PTI

product improvements,
and continue delivering a
smooth and convenient ex-
perience for users. GST is
applied as per government
regulations and the restau-
rant’s confirmation.”

Amazon said in a blog
post it wouldn’t be applica-
ble on bill payments and
digital purchases.

Many revenue sources

Platforms generally have
multiple sources of reve-
nue in a single order: while
food delivery players make
money from restaurants by
charging a commission of
15-25%, grocery delivery
apps own the inventory
they’re selling, pocketing
the margins of the pro-
ducts. But margins remain
slim, Digvijay Ghosh,
partner of consumer pro-

ducts and retail at EY-Par-
thenon told The Hindu.

Mr. Ghosh said it was
‘inevitable’ such fee would
start being charged by plat-
forms. “Obviously all the
platforms are looking to
have a focus on profitabili-
ty and build on that.

The fee are a “growing
concern from a consumer
point of view,” Amol Kul-
karni, director of research
at Consumer Unity and
Trust Society (CUTS), an
advocacy group and a
think tank, told The Hindu.

“If it is becoming an in-
dustry standard and all
players are in tandem ap-
pearing to raise prices.
There is a concern around
anti-competitive practices
and entities and platforms
acting as a cartel to raise
prices for consumers.”

Platform fee an ‘industry
standard,’ ‘inevitable’ outcome

3qigrl ufiumy

As e-com/qg-com firms eye turning pro(table,
platform fee has turned from a small
experiment on Swiggy to something even
Amazon charges

, WeWiH Yo Ravll R TH
B | WA & Jgad OHT g 41 7, S 3w
ft agerar 31

e  What started off as a small experiment — a ¥2
“platform fee” on Swiggy in 2023 — has now
grown into an industry standard across e-com and
quick com platforms alike.

2023 # &l gRT 22 B “wiewH Bl & =g d
YR= {61 T UH Bl YN 39 §-H11 3R fore-
B WeHIR] # TP IANT 7S o o1 8
e The feeis no longer %2 either: Swiggy now
charges %10 as a platform fee.

g e 319 2 7Tg! g (il 3q 210 Y Wewid
WY agadr |

e There is GST applicable on top of this: a user
fumed on Reddit two years ago: “There’s now a GST
on platform fee. A fee Zomato/Swiggy invented.”
9 R GST Wi @1 8T 8: U SNl A & a1
Ugd Reddit TR ARTSRT STdTs 2ff: “3fd WehiH B IR

1ft GST T YT |1 U Yedb Sl Zomato/Swiggy = SHRITI”

Earnings and Expansion

FHUTS AR IR

e The fees are netting relatively modest sums. Zomato said in a report for 2023—-
24 fiscal, the item earned ¥83 crore that year.
Ig Yo JEHTHD U o URLE! HUTE 1 38T 8| Zomato A 2023-24 Y Ruié &
P, 3U 7S 1 283 IS B HHIS g3

o But they may be setting the stage for something larger: platform fees are now
being charged across all major food and grocery delivery platforms, such as
Blinklt, Swiggy, Zomato and Zepto.
At 3 et 98 aeara Ft YRIST 991 OFd & 3T It T TS 3R ARt
feehiad Wewivf S Blinklt, Swiggy, Zomato 3R Zepto QCHhH B g wEI

o Even Amazon has started charging a ¥5 ‘marketplace fee’, something it doesn’t
appear to charge users in other countries.
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Tgl d% {5 Amazon 3 W} 25 B} HIhew BT A1 IR= o fear 8, 5 i a8 s
=0 ¥ IuaRTwatsit A 7Y ag@ar udid gt g

Spokespersons for Swiggy and Zepto did not respond to a request for comment.
Swiggy 3R Zepto & Yaaarail A fowoh & 3Ry &1 IR &} far|

A Zomato spokesperson said, “This fee helps us keep the app running smoothly,
invest in product improvements, and continue delivering a smooth and
convenient experience for users. GST is applied as per government regulations
and the restaurant’s confirmation.”

Zomato & YGFT - Hgl, “T8 BIY g1 VU Bl GaRE &0 4 Id, TG JUR |
a1 H37 SR IuETwatse $ GauTee YT 31 J Aeg Rl ol GST TRPRI
ey & AR SR AR &1 g & IR I S § 17

Amazon said in a blog post it wouldn’t be applicable on bill payments and digital
purchases.

%azonﬁmﬁﬁwﬁw%agﬁawaﬁ?%ﬁmmwmqﬁ
|

Revenue Models and Profitability Push
ToTed Hisd 3R aTHvear &t a2 d Heu

Platforms generally have multiple sources of revenue in a single order: while
food delivery players make money from restaurants by charging a commission
of 15-25%, grocery delivery apps own the inventory they’re selling, pocketing the
margins of the products.

WeWiH 3TH IR TR TH 3SR A $3 Aidl A e fofd #vd 32 ps fechiad
WWHIH YERT H 15-25% BT HHIN dDHR HATS B 8, odiP AT fEehiast o
YT TETh Fe 1@ g 3R IdTGl R HIfo HAN g

But margins remain slim, Digvijay Ghosh, partner of consumer products and retail
at EY-Parthenon, told The Hindu.

AfeeT Arfole 3raft off IFfira €, EY-Parthenon T HogmR Tisaed SR Red & e
e 9w = g &1 sam

Mr. Ghosh said it was ‘inevitable’ such fee would start being charged by

platforms. “Obviously all the platforms are looking to have a focus on profitability
and build on that.”

ot O 3 T fob TN W g srfFard o) <y § i 9t wew i emvvear
& HEd IR B & SR IY FGHT A8A 517

Consumer Concerns and Competition Worries

Iy fians R ufagyf deeh fiar

The fee is a “growing concern from a consumer point of view,” said Amol
Kulkarni, director of research at Consumer Unity and Trust Society (CUTS).

g Yoo “IUMIaaT =DHI01 A Tl fiar 8, T Fe-1 & Consumer Unity and
Trust Society (CUTS) & 38U fAe=I® srfta padvll &1l

“If it is becoming an industry standard and all players are in tandem appearing to
raise prices, there is a concern around anti-competitive practices and entities
and platforms acting as a cartel to raise prices for consumers.”

“3AR Y8 T IERT AP &9a1 o 381 & 3R T Dewid fraes s serve € dl
aggﬁw%-gﬁ%ﬂumsﬁaﬁ?wmﬁwnsﬁ%mwwﬁ%gmﬁﬁw
ARl E
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-SEBI moves to curb
high volatility in
electrlaty futures

...........................

Ashokamithran T.
MUMBAI

Securities and Exchange
Board of India (SEBI) may
impose higher additional
margins for electricity fu-
tures in times of high vola-
tility, said Tuhin Kanta
Pandey, Chairperson of Se-
curities and Exchange
Board of India (SEBI) at the
launch of Monthly Electric-
ity Futures here on Friday.
“Electricity has been ca-
tegorised as a high-volatile
commodity, thereby at-
tracting high initial margin
requirements. This will dis-
courage undue speculative
activity. Additional mar-
gins may be imposed in
times of heightened volatil-
ity,” said Mr. Pandey said.
Electricity futures are
future contracts with elec-
tricity as the underlying
commodity. It was intro-
duced to arrest volatility in

farett

Electricity is a high-volatile
commodity, says Pandey.

electricity prices and in-
tended for manufacturers,
power generators and dis-
tributors to hedge losses at
times of price spike.

The product was intro-
duced after consultation
with a joint working group
with SEBI, NSE and Central
Electricity Regulation
Commission. The product
will be of bi-monthly expi-
ry with 95% of the market
share with NSE and the
rest with MCX.

SEBI moves to curb high volatility in
electricity futures

Al A foorelt araer A S SfRRdT 3
AP & e HeH IoT

Electricity Futures and SEBI’s Margin Regulation

foeTelt araer MR A &1 |1t fAga=

. Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) may
impose higher additional margins for electricity futures in
times of high volatility, said Tuhin Kanta Pandey,
Chairperson of SEBI at the launch of Monthly Electricity
Futures here on Friday.

yRda ufayfa iR fafwa 1 (seB)) fawrc arer &
e fRRT & T 3iftre sifaRea wifsk @ w&dr 8,
Ig §1d SEBI & IORURIA g &id Uis A IFhaR &I A1fId
foreTelt arIeT D1 Y3 & AW WR Dol |

. “Electricity has been categorised as a high-volatile
commodity, thereby attracting high initial margin
requirements. This will discourage undue speculative
activity. Additional margins may be imposed in times of
heightened volatility,” said Mr. Pandey.

“farorell Y I=a SIFRURET a1ell a¥g & = U H Fiffepd fovan T
g, mﬁ%ﬁﬁwmﬁqaﬁmﬁwﬁ&nﬁ%l
g SFTIRID eaToll AT & gdicied H | 961 §5

G@RHT%WarﬁrﬁaaﬂTﬁqwumﬁlwwm%"%ﬁq@ﬁwl

Nature and Purpose of Electricity Futures

AIET BT WEY 3R

Electricity futures are future contracts with electricity as the underlying

commodity.

faoTelt araer @ ey € fored faerelt ot siafiRa axg & Tu d @ w8l

It was introduced to arrest volatility in electricity prices and intended for
manufacturers, power generators and distributors to hedge losses at times of

price spike.

D] I foorelt ot Hiodl # SHFRURAT BT APHT 3R ST !, fagga

SATEH!
ﬁﬁaﬁaﬁﬁnﬁﬁmaﬁaﬁ%wmﬂ@rﬁﬁ%ﬁmmw%l

Development and Market Distribution

3R IR faa=or

The product was introduced after consultation with a joint working group with
SEBI, NSE and Central Electricity Regulation Commission.
faframme

g 3T SEBI, NSE 3R $g

SATART & T G PRITHE Dt

T % ST U1 fpar T
The product will be of bi-monthly expiry with 95% of the market share with NSE
and the rest with MCX.

39 IdIE ot fg-arire g grft, SaH 95% I9R f@ieR) NSE & Ui g1 8iR

YY MCX & U |
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