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Maharashtra govt. halts Ladki Bahin
aid payments for 26.34 lakh people

PCS
Snehal Mutha those found eligible after = Maharashtra  Assembly
MUMBAI the verification while ac- election held in November.

The Maharashtra govern-
ment said on Sunday that it
had temporarily suspend-
ed monthly payments un-
der the Ladki Bahin
Scheme to 26.34 lakh be-
neficiaries whose eligibility
for the payment will have
to be verified.

“The benefits for 26.34
lakh applicants were tem-
porarily suspended start-
ing June 2025 while 2.25
crore eligible beneficiaries
received the payments,”
State Women and Child De-
velopment Minister Aditi
Tatkare said on X, adding
that the suspended benefi-
ciaries’ eligibility would be

Aditi Tatkare

verified by the respective
District Collectors.

She said even men had
applied for the scheme,
which is intended to pro-
vide financial support of
1,500 a month to women
from low-income groups.
“Payments will resume for

tion will be taken against
fraudulent beneficiaries
who misled the govern-
ment and availed them-
selves of benefits through
improper means,” Ms. Tat-
kare said.

Launched in 2024
Many ineligible applicants
were getting benefits of
multiple schemes, while
some families had more
than two beneficiaries, she
said, adding that the action
was based on data shared
by the Information Tech-
nology Department.

The Ladki Bahin
scheme was launched in
August 2024 ahead of the

The scheme was consi-
dered one of the reasons
for the BJP-led Mahayuti al-
liance’s victory in the elec-
tion. However, after the
election, the government
had started scrutiny of the
beneficiaries and ineligible
beneficiaries were sus-
pended regularly.

Deputy Chief Minister
Ajit Pawar on Saturday had
warned of stern action
against men who took ad-
vantage of the scheme.
“Money will be recovered.
Action will be taken for
non-cooperation,” he said,
responding to reports of
14,000 men being benefici-
aries of the scheme.

Maharashtra govt. halts Ladki Bahin aid payments for 26.34

lakh people

HERTY WRPR. ASH! dfg B bl §26.34 TG AN B
[T YT

Temporary Suspension in Ladki Bahin Scheme

Ars®! afgd Ao § SR e

e The Maharashtra government said on Sunday that it had temporarily suspended
monthly payments under the Ladki Bahin Scheme to 26.34 lakh beneficiaries
whose eligibility for the payment will have to be verified.

IWHR - AR P! FHel [ ST ATSP! Ffe TSI & d8d 26.34 TR
T [ o6} AT YT Y B STt U | fAdfad o) faan ], et ursrar &t
IATYA a1 ST a1t g

e "The benefits for 26.34 lakh applicants were temporarily suspended starting June
2025, while 2.25 crore eligible beneficiaries received the payments,” State Women
and Child Development Minister Aditi Tatkare said on X, adding that the suspended
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beneficiaries’ eligibility would be verified by the respective District Collectors.

Afgd iR aTat faerg Tt snfeedt dewde 7 X IR Far % 7 2025 § 26.34 ARG
TGP & ATH ST T F AP Y, Safdh 2.25 RIS U ATHIRIAT DT Y
ot S84 gl fob Mt amuft ot ursran deifdd foraferestiat grr S set
She said even men had applied for the scheme, which is intended to provide
financial support of ¥1,500 a month to women from low-income groups.

I5i- gar fob @ goul A Wi 39 gier1 & e smdeA fban, Siafe g dier1 o4
3T 7 1 Afgans H1 ufd 718 21,500 BT 1TAF Fgraar ¢ F U |

“Payments will resume for those found eligible after the verification while action
will be taken against fraudulent beneficiaries who misled the government and
availed themselves of benefits through improper means,” Ms. Tatkare said.

I &g, o ARl &) HedTa & 91 U 9Tl SITe, 3 YaH R O &
T SITQT, Safch URBIR B THRTE B SIfad aiidl & ATY A a1at Wil anuridal
& fIaw HRarg Bt Sreft |

Launch and Scrutiny of Scheme

TISHT Bt Y[FSTA 3R aruTiRiay @t 5w

Launched in 2024, many ineligible applicants were getting benefits of multiple
schemes, while some families had more than two beneficiaries, she said.

g Ao 2024 H YR= g8 A, 3511 IR fob g SUTH 3fTdeadhl &) U A Sifts
o1t BT A1 e 38T o1, 3R $© uRarR) # 21 | siftre arurdf 2

She added that the action was based on data shared by the Information
Technology Department.

3B IR o T8 HRaATs a1 Wrenfre! faunT grRT aregn f6e e siwsi )
3R |

The Ladki Bahin scheme was launched in August 2024, ahead of the Maharashtra
Assembly election held in November.

TS Ffg FISHT DI ST 2024 H Y= {3501 71 U, Wt b TR & §C ARy
fae YT g9 9 Uga A

The scheme was considered one of the reasons for the BJP-led Mahayuti alliance’s
victory in the election.

3 AT DI YISTIT--d Tergfd Teae= &t gATdl Siid o U8 RN I J T T
Tl

However, after the election, the government had started scrutiny of the
beneficiaries, and ineligible beneficiaries were suspended regularly.

BT, AT & d1G IRGR + ATHTRIGY Bt o L= $1 3R St arutiiay ot
rafia wu 3 fefaa foar s

Warning from Deputy Chief Minister

Deputy Chief Minister Ajit Pawar on Saturday had warned of stern action against
men who took advantage of the scheme.

AR & SUGEIHAT SHford UaR = §9 TS &1 a1 o a1 Y3ul & (Gare
T HRATS B Ada-t ¢ |
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e "Money will be recovered. Action will be taken for non-cooperation,” he said,
responding to reports of 14,000 men being beneficiaries of the scheme.

I BT, U I fHar SITeT | eahT 9 $31 UR SRl &1 Sgdt " T8
gfaferar 14,000 739 ATy &1 RUid W < 718 ot

Heritage conservationist ~ Heritase
Tara Murali, 75, passes away

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Tara Murali, 75, architect
and wife of N. Murali, Di-
rector of The Hindu Group
of Publications and presi-
dent of The Music Acade-
my, passed away at their
home in Chennai late in
the evening of Saturday.
She had been ailing for
some time.

She is survived by her
husband, their son Krishna
Murali, their daughter Kan-
ta Murali, three grand-chil-
dren, and her elder broth-
er, Ramesh Pattabhi-
raman.

Tara Murali was
schooled at Sacred Heart
Matriculation Higher Se-
condary School at Church-
park in Chennai, did her
pre-university course at
Stella Maris College, and
took her Bachelor of Archi-
tecture (B.Arch.) degree at
the School of Architecture

Tara Murali

and Planning, University of
Madras. She had an active
architectural practice over
four decades and pursued
public causes related to
town planning, and envi-
ronmental and consumer
protection. Among the
causes she has taken up
were the conservation of
Palani Hills, protection of
heritage buildings includ-
ing the Director General of
Police’s office, and Queen
Mary’s College.
Thoroughly secular and
modern in outlook, she
had varied interests: mus-

She was known for
pursuing public
causes, promoting
civic rights, heritage
conservation, and
environmentalism

ic, literature, environment,
heritage and consumer ac-
tion. She served for several
years as a Trustee of the Ci-
tizen Consumer and Civic
Action Group (CAG), was a
member of the Broadcast
Complaints Council and
INTACH governing council,
and was active in book
groups. She was President
of the Tamil Nadu Table
Tennis Association and al-
so of the Table Tennis
Players Welfare Associa-
tion. She translated Ma. Po.
Sivagnanam’s Tamil book
on Veerapandiya Katta-
bomman into English.

The cremation will be at
the Besant Nagar cremato-
rium on Monday.

conservationistTara Murali, 75, passes away

foRTIa SR&urmat7s aufa aRT gRent &1 A=

Tara Murali, 75, architect and public activist

IRT YR, 75, IRGPR 3R wfed drddal

e Tara Murali, 75, architect and wife of N. Murali, Director of The Hindu Group of
Publications and president of The Music Academy, passed away at their home in
Chennai late in the evening of Saturday.

IRT YRt 75, TRHR IR 'S &g Ju 3ITw ufRib==a & e auT g |gfos
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SBIGHT" & 3ehe TH. G B Tell, BT AR SR AT AAS YT 375 OR W He g1
T
e She had been ailing for some time.

I8 $O IHI § 3Ra ff|
e She is survived by her husband, their son Krishna Murali, their daughter Kanta
Murali, three grand-children, and her elder brother Ramesh Pattabhiraman.

TSR €|

e Tara Murali was schooled at Sacred Heart Matriculation Higher Secondary School
at Churchpark in Chennai, did her pre-university course at Stella Maris College,
and took her Bachelor of Architecture (B.Arch.) degree at the School of
Architecture and Planning, University of Madras.

IRT qRet - A9 & THUTH (U Aths §1E RITHARM SRR AP el Tpa 9 Ugls
&1, R T ATiE Fice 3 W-gfaRid @1 o, ok aem fAyfyemag & w@a
TP STfheamR TS W ¥ IRgear A |aP (d1.311h.) Hi {1 &1 |

e She had an active architectural practice over four decades and pursued public
causes related to town planning, environmental and consumer protection.
IEI IR SRIP! dP Ty agRAed 3Ty fhar 3R et frae, wafaror g
JUHIGT EREUT ¥ SS! Siifed Tfaraferal & yiT fom |

e Among the causes she has taken up were the conservation of Palani Hills,
protection of heritage buildings including the Director General of Police’s office,
and Queen Mary's College.
o SR el § 311 Afshard fawars 3 urer! fewd 1 e, favraa wael
P GRET (O Yo weTfexTe wrafead 3R 14 A widwn) ida U

e Thoroughly secular and modern in outlook, she had varied interests: music,
literature, environment, heritage, and consumer action.
a8 8 R ¥ effRRaer 3k o eR®Ior &t off 3R I Sl Wi, wifee,
TgiaRuT, faRRI HR&T 3R IU SfUPRY I 1 g3 |

e She served for several years as a Trustee of the Citizen Consumer and Civic Action
Group (CAG), was a member of the Broadcast Complaints Council and INTACH
governing council, and was active in book groups.
I5H B Iu ao Rifes1 degar T Rifa® TR JU (CAG) o1 ol STsae
PcH PRI &I TG, 3R INTACH i a7 HTERT o Geg & = & HH
fora, 3fR a8 geas axel & i aftra |

e She was President of the Tamil Nadu Table Tennis Association and also of the
Table Tennis Players Welfare Association.

I5 AReHTg ¢ud ¢ THIRIERA 1 31wgl 3R ¢ad -1 wiad dahar
TAIRIERE 31 W sremer of|
e She translated Ma. Po. Sivagnanam’s Tamil book on Veerapandiya Kattabomman
into English.
gﬁm Tt Rrama o dRvifsg e R 9t gwEe 31 sivel § rqarg
I
e The cremation will be at the Besant Nagar crematorium on Monday.

JPT T8 PR HIHAR & 9d¢ 7R THRE °Ie | far Se|
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Number of polio cases in

Number Of DOHO CASES pakistan this year despite
in Pakistan this year  global efforts
despite global efforts 4= syl & srave w3 74

UTfhar | Uiferat & AT

Three more cases of polio were B TS
detected in Pakistan, raising the pgjio cases in Pakistan
countrywide tally to 17. Pakistan uifewar= & Qiferal & amQ
is one of the last two countries in the
Three more cases of polio were detected

world, aanESIdE Afghamsmn’ where leID in Pakistan, raising the countrywide tally to

remains endemic. Despite efforts to 17.
eradicate the virus, challenges such as uTfewar o wiferal o <= g e gma

security issues have slowed progress. pri M SR QIR & & W 17817

o Pakistan is one of the last two
countries in the world, alongside Afghanistan, where polio remains endemic.

m%ggﬁm%@hnﬁ%sﬁﬁﬁw%,W%wqaﬁmamm
TS ¢

o Despite efforts to eradicate the virus, challenges such as security issues have
slowed progress.

gaﬁmmﬁ%wﬁ%w,w&nﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁ%mwﬁ%ﬂtﬁﬁ
|

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper I: History, Society and Geography)

1. Legacy of Chola dynastyprovides road map formodern
India:PM Modi
o0 9% D fRIa nyYfe URd & forg ter AsAu ugH
Hdl 5 U M)
2. Flood warning issued to 11districts in T.N. as inflow to
Mettur reservoir increases

daftredrg & 11 foral § a1¢ &1 Aara-il 9Nt ot 78 gHeeR

ST BT TR d¢ a1 8
3. Swollen rivers wreakhavoc in Odisha; over 11,000
affected
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4. Activists demand Devadasi survey in Karnataka
without condition of age limit

Frdwdie 3 Hfed & f9T Mg Ja1 F1 7d & Sagri
HA&TT BT TRT B

5. Eastern palette to find expression in President’s
invitation for ‘At Home’
Te g & forg Trgufal & Foiror & ydf 1 9t gree
faertt
6. Not the way
TTerd fe=m |
7. Why marketers should ditch the car and take a metro
or a bus
fauure ot FR SleH: At IT 99 FI A1 ATRT?
8. Russia restarts Moscow-Pyongyang passenger flights
after decades
gﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ-@*ﬂﬁﬂ@ﬁﬁwﬁw
9. Sudan’s RSF names a civilian PM, presidential council
in rival govt.
S & IRTATK A Yfdgdl IR | ARTRS TUHAT
3R Iryufa uRvg &1 = aifta faan

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

feam & Swadt Afea) I qard) wars €:11,000 A FTET

Page7


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

9]

www.patrioticias.in

T TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Legacy of Chola dynasty
provides road map for
modern India: PM Modi

Prime Minister announces statues for Rajaraja Chola and Rajendra Chola [; like Cholas, India too

accords high priority to national security, gave firm response during Operation Sindoor, he says

__________________________

The Hmdu Bureau
GANGAIKONDA
CHOLAPURAM

aying glowing tri-
Pbutes to the mili-
tary might and ad-

ministrative acumen of
Chola dynasty emperors
Rajendra Chola I and his
father Rajaraja  Chola,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday said the
heights reached by the em-
perors were a source of in-
spiration, providing an an-
cient road map for India to

become a developed
nation.

“The economic and
strategic ~ advancements

during the Chola era re-
main a source of inspira-
tion to modern India. To
become a developed na-
tion, we must prioritise un-
ity, strengthen our navy
and defence forces, and
look for new opportuni-
ties, while safeguarding
our core values,” Mr. Modi
said at the valediction of
the Aadi Thiruvathirai fes-
tival marking the birth an-
niversary of Rajendra Cho-

la T at Gangaikonda
Cholapuram in  Tamil
Nadu.

Mr. Modi also released a
commemorative coin in
honour of Rajendra Chola
I. The king had built Gan-
gaikonda Cholapuram, the
ancient capital of the Im-
perial Cholas, along with
the Brihadisvara Temple
and the Cholagangam, a
massive lake, after his vic-
torious expedition to the
Gangetic plains about
1,000 years ago.

Steeped in history: Prime Minister Narendra Modi at Brihadisvara Temple in Gangaikonda Cholapuram
in Ariyalur on Sunday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The Prime Minister said
the Centre would install
grand statues of the two
emperors in Tamil Nadu to
serve as pillars of the coun-
try’s historical conscious-
ness. “The legacy of Raja-
raja Chola and Rajendra
Chola is synonymous with
India’s identity and pride.
The history and heritage of
the Chola Empire proclaim
the true potential of India,”
he said.

Cholas’ democracy
Rajaraja Chola built a po-
werful navy; his son Rajen-
dra Chola I strengthened
it. The Cholas streng-
thened local administra-
tion and established exten-
sive trade and cultural
links. The Chola rulers ex-
tended their diplomatic
and trade relations to Sri
Lanka, the Maldives, and
Southeast Asia, he said.

India, too, accorded the
highest priority to national
security, Mr. Modi said, ad-
ding that during Operation
Sindoor, the world wit-
nessed the firm and deci-
sive response of the coun-
try to any threat to its
sovereignty.

Mr. Modi said the dynas-
ty was not only known for
its military strength but al-
so for being the mother of
democracy by introducing
the kudavolai system of
electing local representa-
tives. The global discourse
at present revolved around
water management and
ecology preservation, but
our ancestors understood
the importance of these is-
sues long ago, he said, cit-
ing the water management
systems created by the
Cholas.

“The Chola rulers had
woven a thread of cultural

unity. Our government is
carrying forward their
ideals,” he said, referring
to the conduct of the Kashi
Tamil Sangamam and the
Saurashtra Tamil Sanga-
mam to reinforce the cen-
turies-old bonds of unity.
Over the past decade, the
nation had worked in mis-
sion mode to preserve its
cultural legacy. About 600
ancient statues and arte-
facts, which were stolen
and sold abroad, had been
brought back to India since
2014. Of them, 36 belonged
to Tamil Nadu.

Tamil Nadu Governor
R.N. Ravi, Union Minister
of State for Information
and Broadcasting L. Muru-
gan, State Ministers Than-
gam Thennarasu and S.S.
Sivasankar, and Chidamba-
ram Lok Sabha Member
Thol. Thirumavalavan
were present.
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Legacy of Chola dynastyprovides road map formodern
India:PM Modi

I 9% $t favTaa nyfe HRd & fore us WsAY e=
Hl §: HUTAHAT Al

Tribute to Chola Dynasty by Prime Minister Narendra Modi

TUTEA g A1 §RT 91 91 DI Yo

e Paying glowing tributes to the military might and administrative acumen of Chola
dynasty emperors Rajendra Chola | and his father Rajaraja Chola, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Sunday said the heights reached by the emperors were a source
of inspiration, providing an ancient road map for India to become a developed
nation.

A1 9 & FHIC IMois e YYH 3R I U1 ITeRmer aie o1 S =fad ok
RIS DI DI HGSIS S U THHA Rz A 7 IR H) T b 37 qored
SR U 1 778 $a1531 Ueb UM W & 3R HRd P IRy Y §H & g T
wrd ARfefRieT var &dl |

e "The economic and strategic advancements during the Chola era remain a source
of inspiration to modern India.

E:gcégné GRM g3 e SR Yo weIfer offel & YRd & e T SR e a1
|

e To become a developed nation, we must prioritise unity, strengthen our navy and

defence forces, and look for new opportunities, while safeguarding our core
values,” Mr. Modi said at the valediction of the Aadi Thiruvathirai festival marking
the birth anniversary of Rajendra Chola | at Gangaikonda Cholapuram in Tamil
Nadu.
T [IRId Y 77 & AT, 56 TavdT &1 Wrifiiedl &t ey, Siae 9T SR T&i
Tl B! Tgd HRAT dIeY SR Y TR B TR B! TSy, WY 81 30 Jeaar
Rrgral o1 e B TlRe” ot Wt 3 Ifiarg & EeieT ddyRH H % 9id
YT Y Sradl & Iuded | riferd enfe forafard Ssra & wHu 96Rig # %l

e Mr. Modi also released a commemorative coin in honour of Rajendra Chola I.

ot Hidt A I T UYH S G H RS Riget o SR

e The king had built Gangaikonda Cholapuram, the ancient capital of the Imperial
Cholas, along with the Brihadisvara Temple and the Cholagangam, a massive lake,
after his victorious expedition to the Gangetic plains about 1,000 years ago.

3 X 3 TRTHT 1,000 T TR T 3 AT R fori SRR % aE TESTET
IR, FEdteR AR 3R Us fammmer sfter wterivm o1 fmfor b, it reredt <l
@1 T IS T

e The Prime Minister said the Centre would install grand statues of the two emperors
in Tamil Nadu to serve as pillars of the country’s historical consciousness.
YU A gl fob s TWHR difiarg § aiFl gare] o1 fa=me ufeaang Rufid s,
ol &% 1 RfagTRI® Ia-1 & WY & ¥ H B Hl|

e "The legacy of Rajaraja Chola and Rajendra Chola is synonymous with India’s

identity and pride.
ISRTS 91 3R Y6l A 1 foRMd R 9 U 3R R4 & 1ia g
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The history and heritage of the Chola Empire proclaim the true potential of
India,” he said.

T ATHTSY BT 3o 3R URIER YRT B aRdfa® AHTGTSH BT 9150 I &,
CERES

Cholas’ Democracy

el BT b

Rajaraja Chola built a powerful navy; his son Rajendra Chola | strengthened it.

TSRS e = U FRIGT AT §918; 3% U 6% ad TAW 3 3 3R FRIaT
foa|

The Cholas strengthened local administration and established extensive trade and
cultural links.

a3 RITT U=IE &) ASigd 61 3R TS AR 3R Jiegpfae dae i
fbul

The Chola rulers extended their diplomatic and trade relations to Sri Lanka, the
Maldives, and Southeast Asia, he said.

TfRra ae fawaid fobar, 32 el

India, too, accorded the highest priority to national security, Mr. Modi said, adding
that during Operation Sindoor, the world witnessed the firm and decisive response
of the country to any threat to its sovereignty.

HRd I I JRe& &1 wate urufiedr <l 8, 4 Widl A e, 3R et o sifaver
Rigr & SR, g1 3 3 &1 FYaT & Raents fHe off TR R 3T ued 3R
frorfae IR <

Mr. Modi said the dynasty was not only known for its military strength but also for
being the mother of democracy by introducing the kudavolai system of electing
local representatives.

st Tt = F5T1 b I I haat SO A=Y AT & oy B =181 1 el T, Sfes
dedd B S ot U1, FifP 387 R gfafARkal & gAma & o psara yomedt
D1 B3 Bl At

The global discourse at present revolved around water management and ecology
preservation, but our ancestors understood the importance of these issues long
ago, he said, citing the water management systems created by the Cholas.

3o e o1 AP ==t o YeHA 3R UaiaRor W& R Hid €, Al gaR gdsn A

3 Tl & e &) 9gd Ued &) gH foran o, 3211 gl 3R =ral g fiffa sta
WeY=T Yo &1 garan |

“The Chola rulers had woven a thread of cultural unity. Our government is carrying
forward their ideals,” he said, referring to the conduct of the Kashi Tamil
Sangamam and the Saurashtra Tamil Sangamam to reinforce the centuries-old
bonds of unity.

" RMRAD| - AEPIAP THdT B! SR G At | TR IRBR 37 SATGRI b 3 TGT
B! 8, ST+ BT, 3R BT e Iy a1 RIS T & TS T garal
fean, < afeal R T & dael & Aogd HRd 6
Over the past decade, the nation had worked in mission mode to preserve its
cultural legacy.
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« About 600 ancient statues and artefacts, which were stolen and sold abroad, had
been brought back to India since 2014.

mmeoouﬁqqﬁmsﬁ?mﬁm S Y 81 S off ik facwn & o<t g o

32 2014 A YR 9199 AT AT 2|

e Of them, 36 belonged to Tamil Nadu.

7 T 36 dftraTg 9 Sefdq off|

o Tamil Nadu Governor R.N. Ravi, Union Minister of State for Information and
Broadcasting L. Murugan, State Ministers Thangam Thennarasu and S.S. Sivasankar,
and Chidambaram Lok Sabha Member Thol. Thirumavalavan were present.
AT & ITSUTA SR, I, Feiia GEAT iR TR Iy Y Ue. 4T, I
mmaﬁ?ww fRIgRiaR, TUT FdaR AHaHT die Ui, Reaaaad

Flood warning issued to 11
districts in T.N. as inflow to
Mettur reserv01r increases

The l-Imdu Bureau
SALEM

Inflow to the Stanley Reser-
voir in Salem in Tamil Na-
du increased to 1,00,400
cusecs on Sunday evening.
A flood warning was issued
to 11 districts for the se-
cond consecutive day.
Following rain in the
catchment areas, the Met-
tur dam reached its capac-
ity of 120 feet on Friday for
the fourth time this year.
Due to heavy rain for the
last two days, inflow to the
dam started to increase,
and on Saturday, it
touched 45,000 -cusecs.
Following this, the Water
Resources  Department
(WRD) issued a flood warn-
ing on Saturday evening.

The TNSDMA has
begun sending
geo-targeted SMS
alerts to people
along the river

On Sunday noon, inflow
to the dam increased to
75,400 cusecs, and at 6
p.m., the inflow touched
1,00,400 cusecs. The
dam’s water level and stor-
age level stood at 120 feet
and 93.47 tmcft, respec-
tively. The amount of water
discharged from the dam
was increased from 45,000
cusecs to 1,00,000 cusecs.

In its warning, the WRD
said as the water level was
at 120 feet, the inflow to
the dam would be released

as surplus in the Cauvery.
People living along the
banks of the river and in
low-lying areas nearby
should move to higher
places and all precaution-
ary measures should be ta-
ken for the safety of their
lives and property, the
WRD added in the release.

The Tamil Nadu State
Disaster Management
Authority (TNSDMA) has
begun sending geo-target-
ed SMS alerts to mobile
phones of people residing
near vulnerable locations
along the river.

Teams from the Tamil
Nadu and National Disaster
Response Forces have ar-
rived in Tiruchi and are on
standby for emergency res-
ponse.

Flood warning
issued to
T11districts in
T.N. as inflow
to Mettur
reservoir
increases

dffraTg & 11

o1l | 91¢ 31

AdTa-l SR Bl
g SAIER

STCTIRIT T
SR de T

g

Stanley Reservoir
Inflow and Flood
Warning in Tamil
Nadu

affraTg ¥ Wl
SR | STeyarg SR
91¢ Jara-il

e Inflow to the Stanley Reservoir in Salem in Tamil Nadu increased to 1,00,400
cusecs on Sunday evening.

afiaTg & ad § WAl JTaR™ § AITR W DI uarg 1,00,400 FEES d6 UG

Tl

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Pagel 1


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

T TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

A flood warning was issued to 11 districts for the second consecutive day.
AR gk &7, 11 el & e a1g & Yara-i IRt 31 75|

Following rain in the catchment areas, the Mettur dam reached its capacity of 120
feet on Friday for the fourth time this year.

Favie & H = & 91, Aegy SH 7 YHaR &I 39 94 T TR 30T 120 Wi
1 & U B |

Due to heavy rain for the last two days, inflow to the dam started to increase, and
on Saturday, it touched 45,000 cusecs.

fUod at A & yrdY aut & SR iy T aTg T84T IR gefl, 3R UNaR &Y 78
45,000 FAS ddH Ugd T

Following this, the Water Resources Department (WRD) issued a flood warning on
Saturday evening.

9% §1G, od GHTY fIHTT (WRD) 3 WfHaR UM &1 91¢ &1 A+ sSR! &1

On Sunday noon, inflow to the dam increased to 75,400 cusecs, and at 6 p.m., the
inflow touched 1,00,400 cusecs.

IR giugs & siy T UaTE 75,400 FgES & Ugd 741, 3R MH 6 T T8 1,00,400
AP dP Ugd 1

The dam’s water level and storage level stood at 120 feet and 93.47 tmcft,
respectively.

Y BT TAER AR HSRUT FR HH: 120 BIE 3R 93.47 ATHATHET 1|

The amount of water discharged from the dam was increased from 45,000 cusecs
to 1,00,000 cusecs.

gy I Ut Bt PRI BT 45,000 FES I TSTH 1,00,000 FRHP B a1 T

In its warning, the WRD said as the water level was at 120 feet, the inflow to the
dam would be released as surplus in the Cauvery.

3Ot ATt H, WRD 7 %l fb dfeh STeRa 120 Wie IR 8, S &y & yare &)
FTA A AT & 9 A SisT S|

People living along the banks of the river and in low-lying areas nearby should
move to higher places and all precautionary measures should be taken for the
safety of their lives and property, the WRD added in the release.

T & R SR Frad gare! # 367 ard a1 33 R W RIEARd g
MR IR U S SR Hufy BT GRe & fow mf s ava- arfge, o of
WRD o1 fasifed & ®e1 7|

The Tamil Nadu State Disaster Management Authority (TNSDMA) has begun
sending geo-targeted SMS alerts to mobile phones of people residing near
vulnerable locations along the river.

AFATATS ST SMMTUST UG UTFRIGRUT (TNSDMA) = T2t & [ Hag-=ia ®ITT
& UTH Tg aTel AN b HIERd BiHl IR Y-aferd SMS e ol I &R fear gl
Teams from the Tamil Nadu and National Disaster Response Forces have arrived
in Tiruchi and are on standby for emergency response.

afrerTg SR T 3muer wfafthar ae @1 A el uga 7S ¥ SR smurasTel=
wfafssar & fog TR ©|
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Rain fury: The Baitarani river flowing above the danger mark
at Akhuapada in Bhadrak district of Odisha on Sunday. ANI

Swollen rivers wreak
havoc in Odisha;
over 11 OOO aftected

BHUBAN ESWARfBHADRAK

More than 11,000 people in
six districts of Odisha have
been affected by the
floods, an official said on
Sunday.

Over 1,000 people have
been rescued from the af-
fected areas in Mayurb-
hanj, Balasore, Bhadrak,
Jajpur, Sundargarh, and
Keonjhar districts to safer
places, he said.

Addressing a press con-
ference, Special Relief
Commissioner D.K. Singh
said the flood was caused
by the overflowing waters
of the Subarnarekha, Baita-
rani and Jalka rivers follow-
ing heavy rainfall.

“The rescued people
have been provided shelter
at different cyclone centres
and other buildings. The
government is providing
dry food items and cooked
food to them,” he said.

Teams from the Odisha
Disaster Rapid Action
Force, the National Disas-
ter Response Force, and
the fire service department
have been deployed in the
affected districts.

A total of 106 rescue
boats have also been
deployed.

Mr. Singh said the water
levels of all major rivers,
except the Subarnarekha,
are declining.

“Night patrolling has
been tightened in the
flood-affected areas. Ar-
rangements have been
made to provide safe drink-
ing water to people. Suffi-
cient anti-venom has been
kept in stock,” he said.

The water level of the
Subarnarekha at Rajghat
was 11.17 metre and against
the danger level of 10.36
metre, an evening flood
bulletin said.

Farmlands submerged
Several villages in Bhanda-
ripokhari and Dhamnagar
blocks in Bhadrak district
remain waterlogged, with
farmlands, roads and
houses submerged.

A landslide was report-
ed from Sundargarh dis-
trict, blocking the Koida-
Chunaghati stretch of the
National Highway-520. The
debris was cleared from
the road immediately, offi-
cials said.

Swollen rivers wreakhavoc in
Odisha; over 11,000 affected
Nfe=m o Iwar Afeal A qardt
wars 2:11,000 | SATGT @1
gyTfad

Flood Situation in Odisha

3Nfe=m & are & fRAfA

e More than 11,000 people in six districts of
Odisha have been affected by the floods, an official
said on Sunday.

fAaR D1 T B RY A gamn i sife=n & o7
foral @ 11,000 | 31 @RT 91¢ ¥ THTTId U G|
Over 1,000 people have been rescued from the
affected areas in Mayurbhanj, Balasore, Bhadrak,
Jajpur, Sundargarh, and Keonjhar districts to safer
places, he said.

I Hgl b AYRU, TR, WED, FTETR,
ﬁ%%%ﬁ%umﬁam@r 1,000

ﬁ em?ﬁﬁﬁavf&mwﬁr TR Ugar T 2

e Addressing a press conference, Special Relief

Commiissioner D.K. Singh said the flood was

caused by the overflowing waters of the

Subarnarekha, Baitarani, and Jalka rivers following

heavy rainfall.

VY HI69 6! YSIfId H3d g ARy I8 sy

1.%. Rig 7 781 o5 Uit a1 & sROT

YT 3R wTerepT AfE) & ST A 91¢ 37 B

e "The rescued people have been provided
shelter at different cyclone centres and other
buildings. The government is providing dry food
items and cooked food to them,” he said.

I FgT, "qaTg T AN ) fafdra aspara et
3R 3 3R & Mg foram T B 1 PR I @l
IR 3R ThT §3M WIS U HR @ g1

e Teams from the Odisha Disaster Rapid Action
Force, the National Disaster Response Force, and
the fire service department have been deployed in
the affected districts.

NfSam fEomer s t=m v,
yfafsran e, 3IR wrR |fdE faumT
fora & drd @1 7 B
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A total of 106 rescue boats have also been deployed.

$ 106 F9Td IpT¢ o 9T 1 TS B

Mr. Singh said the water levels of all major rivers, except the Subarnarekha, are
declining.

ot Rig 7 Fe1 for gavhear &1 Bred:, T ger Afeal & o wr # fiRTae 31 3E 3|
“Night patrolling has been tightened in the flood-affected areas. Arrangements
have been made to provide safe drinking water to people. Sufficient anti-venom
has been kept in stock,” he said.

3B Hgl, "d1g TUIAT SeTPT H I1d Y = 1 T R 1 11 71 A
TRIET Taod SUasy M & WaY by T § | vate A # o -39 off weie d
TRl

The water level of the Subarnarekha at Rajghat was 11.17 metre, against the
danger level of 10.36 metre, an evening flood bulletin said.

MY & §1¢ At & YR, IeTHle § auRET T 7d ®R 11.17 e o, J&fe
WX PT WX 10.36 Hiex ¢

Farmlands Submerged

Wl B o gell

Several villages in Bhandaripokhari and Dhamnagar blocks in Bhadrak district
remain waterlogged, with farmlands, roads, and houses submerged.

Hg foret & HSTRURERY 3R YR SA1P1 & B3 T FTaHRd ot (Ufd & &, S
Wl B o, I8P IR WA §T 3|

A landslide was reported from Sundargarh district, blocking the Koida-Chunaghati
stretch of the National Highway-520. The debris was cleared from the road
immediately, officials said.

Ha¥Te foret @ yFEed 31 R g, O BigsT-gATard! @s, IR IeHRI-520 R
ATANY I gaT| BN A FgT for AaraT e Aw I fear Tl
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GS I: Geograp

Flood alert: Water gushes out of the Tungabhadra dam in Hosapete in Karnataka as authorities begin controlled release following a sharp

. .

v \‘.

rise in the inflow on Sunday. People residing in low-lying areas and near riverbanks have been asked to exercise caution. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Activists demand Devadasi survey in
Karnataka without condition of age limit

GS I: Society ... ’
The Hindu Bureau surveys which were con-
BENGALURU ducted similarly from offic-
es and had kept out wo-
As preparations are under men aged below 45.

way for the third survey of
Devadasis in Karnataka,
members of the communi-
ty have urged the State go-
vernment to conduct the
door-to-door survey with-
out fixing any age limit to

The centuries-old prac-
tice of dedication of wo-
men to temples as Devada-
sis has been banned in the
State since 1982 when the
Karnataka Devadasis (Pro-
hibition of Dedication) Act

identify the Devadasis. : was enacted. Subsequent-
The Bengaluru-based Rights discourse: Members of the Vimukta Devadasi MahilaMathu ~ ly, the government con-
National Law School of In-  Makkala Vedike at a press meet in Bengaluru. SUDHAKARA JAIN ducted surveys in 1993-94

dia University (NLSIU), and 2007-08, when 22,873
which is spearheading ef- 2025 Budget, the Karnata-  conducted through the of-  and 46,660 Devadasis, res-
forts to bring new legisla- ka State Human Rights fices of taluk-level child de- pectively, were identified.
tion for Devadasis, hasalso = Commission recently di- velopment officers, where However, Yamunurap-
petitioned Chief Minister rected the government to  Devadasis are expected to  pa, coordinator of Vimuk-
Siddaramaiah against any  complete the survey and go and provide their de- tha Devadasi Mahila Mathu
age limit. come out with recommen- tails. Makkala Vedike, claimed
While the fresh survey —  dations before this Octob- While circulars so far that a similar number of
a long-pending demand of er. have been silent on the Devadasis have remained L)
the community — had been It is learnt that the sur-  age, community members outside the list owing to —
announced in the 2024- vey is being planned to be  have been pointing to past  several issues. %o
[a W
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Activists demand Devadasi survey in Karnataka without
condition of age limit

Frdearsil 3 wfed § faT omg Har 3 ord & Sagrh
HA&IOT BT HITT DI

Third Survey of Devadasis in Karnataka

Plced A geial BT THRT darr

e As preparations are under way for the third survey of Devadasis in Karnataka,
members of the community have urged the State government to conduct the door-
to-door survey without fixing any age limit to identify the Devadasis.

SR 8 Ffed | Saeiral &1 THRIRT Tdeur dOR 81 38T 8, e & &=l - g
WER Y TR-UR T BRI DT TS fobal g Fored B Sy T a9 1 &1 9|

e The Bengaluru-based National Law School of India University (NLSIU), which is
spearheading efforts to bring new legislation for Devadasis, has also petitioned Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah against any age limit.
dTe R ARFa @ wod e gfear gfRaRidt (NLsIv), STt Saaral & fore =
BT A P T BT A bR W81 7, 7 W e RigrAar 3 amg I 7 v ot
3rfia @t g1

e While the fresh survey — a long-pending demand of the community — had been
announced in the 2024-2025 Budget, the Karnataka State Human Rights
Commission recently directed the government to complete the survey and come out
with recommendations before this October.
Sqdh g8 -I4T AA&T, Sl Ta & dd T9g A dfad T o, B 2024-2025 & oI
o 9T foran T o1, FeAfed YT AFATUSR TR A 519 81 & PR $I Fe fear
& % 98 qdaun srager ¥ Tgd T R 3R e ¢

e Itis learnt that the survey is being planned to be conducted through the offices of
taluk-level child development officers, where Devadasis are expected to go and
provide their details.
TE 14 831 & b T qaemr argep-Taiig aTd e Re1ial & srfadl &
HIEH W a1 S Ghdl §, el adaliedl 9 SU&T B et fds I T 30 FHHRT < |

e While circulars so far have been silent on the age, community members have been
pointing to past surveys which were conducted similarly from offices and had kept
out women aged below 45.
318 b IR | T BT Pls Ioaid -Ig| a1 7T 8, Afeh1 Terd & gew! 3 fusd
HA&TOT B 3R SRR el ©, Sf ST e praierdl & fobT T A ofR foTH 45 a9 & w9
3T B Afgerai $I A 5] [T 74T AT

e The centuries-old practice of dedication of women to temples as Devadasis has
been banned in the State since 1982, when the Karnataka Devadasis (Prohibition
of Dedication) Act was enacted.
Afgarsl I ¢aant & ¥4 § 1R & Tafid o o afedl QR IRT &f 59 §
1982 I Ufaafia o faan T §, 99 PHiled Saarit (FHUYT 4R Ah) i an]
BT YT

e Subsequently, the government conducted surveys in 1993-94 and 2007-08, when
22,873 and 46,660 Devadasis, respectively, were identified.
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3P §I TRBHR 7 1993-94 3R 2007-08 T I&/0T foby &, 18 HH: 22,873 3R
46,660 cagGITal 3t Uga gs U
e However, Yamunurappa, coordinator of Vimuktha Devadasi Mahila Mathu
Makkala Vedike, claimed that a similar number of Devadasis have remained
outside the list owing to several issues.

qTaTiTp, e Saei wigen ug wawa A & Taie TR A <rar fm i
T gat §F T | daert fafid HRON § Yt S aeR @ T

Eastern palette to find
expression in President’s
invitation for At Home’

Nistula Hebbar
NEW DELHI

The invitation sent in Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu’s
name for her customary
evening reception, or “At
Home”, on the 79th Inde-
pendence Day will show-
case the skills of craftsper-
sons from Bihar,
Jharkhand, Odisha, and
West Bengal — a nod to
eastern India, following a
similar gesture toward
southern India during this
year’s  Republic  Day
celebrations.

The invitations have
been curated by the Na-
tional Institute of Design
(NID) and produced with
contributions from arti-
sans across the four States.
Most of the artisans, many
of them women, worked
alongside the NID team. Of
them, nine Madhubani ar-
tists from Bihar and 15
bamboo artisans from
Jharkhand worked out of
the NID  Bengaluru
campus.

Ashok Kumar Biswas,
Padma Shri awardee in
2024 and the artist entrust-
ed with producing nearly
750 pieces of Tikuli art-
work from Bihar to accom-
pany the invitation, says
the brief from NID — which
coordinated the initiative
with the Rashtrapati Bha-
van — was precise.

“They wanted a light-
weight example of Tikuli
painting, which is usually

Unique work: A Sikki grass artisan from Bihar working on the box

designed as a part of the invitation kit. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

based on scenes of rural
life in Bihar or cultural and
religious motifs, festivals,
etc. They asked for three
types of samples: on the
traditional Tikuli base of
MDA [dark brown in co-
lour] with enamel paint,
on handmade paper, and
on small pieces of card-
board and plywood. I pre-
pared a fourth sample, on
paper, made to look like
the dark brown Tikuli
base, and sent it off. They
approved the fourth sam-
ple and asked for 750 piec-
es to be sent in 15 days,
which we completed at the
Tikuli training centre that I
run,” he said.

“It is a matter of great
pride for me to be asked to
do this by the President of
India’s office, for an occa-
sion like Independence
Day. It’s a good initiative
that places India’s folk art
at the centre of the Repu-
blic,” he added.

The invitation will be
encased in a Sikki grass

box made by artisans from
Raiyam village in Madhu-
bani district, with 30 ar-
tists involved in the work.
Woven delicately from Sik-
ki grass, the box will con-
tain a bamboo frame hold-
ing the invitation itself,
with painted borders by ar-
tists from Dumka in Jhark-
hand.

In addition to the box
and frame, the invitation
set includes small artefacts
such as a bookmark featur-
ing Madhubani painting,
and a tussar stole with
Madhubani painting and
traditional block printing
of symbols such as Matsya
(fish), Kamal (lotus), and
Basant (spring). Also in-
cluded are Tala Patachitra
paintings by artisans from
Raghurajpur in Puri, post-
card-sized Patachitra
paintings by artists from
Pingla in West Midnapore,
Paitkar paintings from East
Singhbhum in Jharkhand,
and postcard-sized Tikuli
artworks from Patna.

Eastern palette to
find expression in
President’s invitation
for ‘At Home’

a; '
ko
3if¥raafad

Independence Day 2025
Invitation Showcases Eastern
Craftsmanship

Tdard fead 2025 &1 fAHz00
Jdf HIRA B gEARIeT WRURT BI
Rfar g

. The invitation sent in
President Droupadi Murmu'’s
name for her customary evening
reception, or “At Home”, on the
79th Independence Day will
showcase the skills of
craftspersons from Bihar,
Jharkhand, Odisha, and West
Bengal — a nod to eastern
India, following a similar gesture
toward southern India during
this year's Republic Day
celebrations.

gufa Siadl 4 & A 9 794
Tadadr fead | o
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Iu &1 TTUrad fgad IR Glar YRd & Ui faae 1T 99H S & o1 qdf HRd S
AU T Uge &

The invitations have been curated by the National Institute of Design (NID) and
produced with contributions from artisans across the four States.

fH=T @1 A= SRy 3w fEAIST (NID) SRT JOR a1 a1 § iR 5% aR1
AT & BRI & FgaRT § 11 771 5

Most of the artisans, many of them women, worked alongside the NID team.
fIBTY HRIRY 7, 58 T w3 Afgard Hff TS # 9 & Ty fyaes wrf fan
Of them, nine Madhubani artists from Bihar and 15 bamboo artisans from
Jharkhand worked out of the NID Bengaluru campus.

I ¥, IR & Y AYa FATERI 3R FRES & 15 9 RUHRI 3 TH3msS
dre ufver d S foar|

Ashok Kumar Biswas, Padma Shri awardee in 2024 and the artist entrusted with
producing nearly 750 pieces of Tikuli artwork from Bihar to accompany the
invitation, says the brief from NID — which coordinated the initiative with the
Rashtrapati Bhavan — was precise.

2024 ¥ U1t UTW HRA a9 311 HUR fowaw, Sl fo fagR | 750 fegpat
AP & ghs dIR B & fo Fged fbu 7u 3, A sraran fos agafar was & ay
TH-Gg B d1dl T3S ST I S 9gd WP Y|

"They wanted a lightweight example of Tikuli painting, which is usually based on

scenes of rural life in Bihar or cultural and religious motifs, festivals, etc.

'3 godp el Ufd & IR aed 3, o R fagR & i sfta,
TiRpfae 3R ufife fawal, digrt snfe w snerfia g1 g1

They asked for three types of samples: on the traditional Tikuli base of MDA (dark
brown in colour) with enamel paint, on handmade paper, and on small pieces of
cardboard and plywood.

3B dH UBHR & T A THIIT & URUNS fepdl a9 (T8¢ Y T &) W
TAE U, geafHd BT, 3R 71 9 WIKgs & Bie ghs| W

| prepared a fourth sample, on paper, made to look like the dark brown Tikuli
base, and sent it off. They approved the fourth sample and asked for 750 pieces to
be sent in 15 days, which we completed at the Tikuli training centre that | run,” he
said.

Y =T PRI W AGR a1, o 7 e YR fegpelt S o faan o, sik 39
S| G@%ﬂgﬁaﬁu@aﬁ 3R 15 f&1i § 750 gps UM 3t FeT, TR g N
SR Ferferd fegpett ufkigror g # @1 foban,” I el

“It is a matter of great pride for me to be asked to do this by the President of
India’s office, for an occasion like Independence Day.

IR fore 75 14 @t 914 § o5 q9) U8 P HRA & APUfd Sratad gRI Wddl fgad
SR Sfa¥R % forg Hfam

It's a good initiative that places India’s folk art at the centre of the Republic,” he
added.

Ig TP TS UGd § ol WRA B AP el DI TURTST b g H G §,” 361 STl
The invitation will be encased in a Sikki grass box made by artisans from Raiyam
village in Madhubani district, with 30 artists involved in the work.

fyrzr0r o wya o & I e & FRIRI gRT Y T Riest o & 5 o
ST, forH 30 FATHRI A U ferd|
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Woven delicately from Sikki grass, the box will contain a bamboo frame holding the
invitation itself, with painted borders by artists from Dumka in Jharkhand.
Rt a9 § It @ T T 59 S o 91 BT | g R v v R S,
! 18R FARWS & gUAPT & HADGRI gRI FIHAd B T B

In addition to the box and frame, the invitation set includes small artefacts such as

a bookmark featuring Madhubani painting, and a tussar stole with Madhubani

painting and traditional block printing of symbols such as Matsya (fish), Kamal
(lotus), and Basant (spring).
&= 3R Thu & 3raar, FEAv I & ayaH feen aren geaTd, SR ayaH
e SR TS st fiiféT & w e awR wa | i g, o ae
@), FHA (Aled) iR THT (@) S Ydiid! B SUTS B TS 6

Also included are Tala Patachitra paintings by artisans from Raghurajpur in Puri,

postcard-sized Patachitra paintings by artists from Pingla in West Midnapore,

Paitkar paintings from East Singhbhum in Jharkhand, and postcard-sized Tikuli

artworks from Patna.

1Y 51 3H YRt & TERIOYR & HATBRI gRI ST 7T d1al UeTras, ufdm afe-igR

fRTel & HATHRI gRT I 7T UREHTS ATHR & eI, RGS & Jdl RigYH &

Taax R, 3R UeT & fegpelt Rl & Uedrs STeR & X o 2l &

&

‘We have to acknowledge that Mughal period saw violence’

The head of the Curricular Area Group for social science textbooks, which works with NCERT, says previous attempts at writing textbooks have whitewashed such aspects unnecessarily: he says Britain
has not recognised sufficiently the tremendous amount of suffering it inflicted not only on India but also on most of its colonies: textbook development team experienced zero political pressure, he says

INTERVIEW

Michel Danino

Maitri Porecha
NEW DELHI

ichel Danino,
M guest  professor

(archaeological
sciences) at the Indian In-
stitute  of Technology,
Gandhinagar, and head of
the Curricular Area Group
for social science text-
books, which works in col-
laboration with the Nation-
al Council of Educational
Research and Training
(NCERT), speaks about the
process of designing new
social science textbooks
for middle school and the
controversies surrounding
the portrayal of the Mugh-
als and the colonial era in
the new Class 8 textbook.
Edited excerpits:

A debate has arisen
about the portrayal of
Mughals in the new

Class 8 NCERT textbook
with their rule being
called ‘a blend of both
brutality and
tolerance’. Elaborate on
an attempt to reframe
portrayal of Delhi
Sultanate and Mughals
in the new textbook.

We did speak of brutality
and tolerance, though we
did not highlight these two
words. They were caught
by the media. It is a fact
that this is a period which
sees a lot of violence, and
we have been pretty mild
about it. If you look at Mus-
lim texts like Baburnama
or Akbarnama, there is no
doubt that these conquests
were very violent. In the
initial stages, this violence
was not limited to India.
The Turkic, Mughal, and
Afghan powers warred
E st each other, in the
Indian subcontinent as
well as in Central Asia, so-
metimes in Persia and
beyond. This has to be ack-
nowledged as a fact of his-
tory. We feel that preced-

ing attempts (at writing
textbooks) often have been
whitewashing some of
these aspects unnecessari-
ly. We have tried to show
the complexity of their
personality (the Mughals).

What was the thought
behind putting the note
on ‘History’s Darker
Periods’ at the
beginning of the history
section. Also, there was
an example of the
Second World War and
Nazi atrocities. Please
explain.

It is more of a preparatory
note for the student who
suddenly would be ex-
posed to unpleasant events
of the past. This phase is in
the so-called medieval pe-
riod and the colonial era
where there are famines,
millions of deaths. The Se-
cond World War is the
most striking example you
can take where there were
untold atrocities. And yet
we find that a few years af-
ter the Second World War,

Germany is on good terms
with most of the European
powers, including those
that Nazi Germany had
mistreated. It is possible
because the facts were
faced and accepted, be-
cause there was no attempt
to deny them. We are not
trying to parallel this with
anything in the Indian
past, but it’s only by look-
ing honestly at history that
you can find the key to
healing, you know, the suf-
fering. Because there is a
government in place, in
the UK. too. And it is not
unknown that there had
been trillions of dollars of

drain of wealth that has al-
so been very well docu-
mented, from British rule
to Britain. | feel that Britain
has not recognised suffi-
ciently the tremendous
amount of suffering that it
inflicted not only on India
but also on most of its colo-
nies. I will not discuss the
question of reparation,
which is a separate ques-
tion, but at least an honest
admission of guilt, of the
abuse, atrocities and eco-
nomic plunder that took
place during the colonial
period, is something that
we have not seen to a de-
sired extent.

The new Class 8 social
science textbook, unlike
older versions, has no
mention of Tipu Sultan
or Haider Ali. On the
other hand, there is an
entire chapter
dedicated to the rise of
Marathas and Shivaji's
exploits. What was the
thought behind
introducing a new
chapter on Marathas?

For events like the Anglo-
Mysore Wars you have to
give the student enough
context for that event to
become meaningful. You
can't just drop names like
Tipu Sultan and Haider Ali.
However, there are four
more years after Class 8
where the working groups
can take certain themes
(which were missed out),
and the gaps will be some-
what filled in the later
years, hopefully.

It is very well known
among historians that the
division between Hindu,
Muslim, and then the Brit-
ish period is absolutely not

valid. We wanted to show
that this was not a straight-
forward story and there
was a lot of resistance. We
could only very briefly
mention the case of the
Ahoms in Assam and the
Sikh Empire.

We selected the Marath-
as for bigger treatment be-
cause it is a fact that they
were the ones who ulti-
mately managed to build,
though briefly, an empire
which spread over a very
large portion of India,
since their influence ex-
tended to Delhi and even
beyond to what is today’s
Pakistan.

They stymied multiple
attempts by Mughals to
conquer South India. Au-
rangzeb spent more than
25 years stuck in the Dec-
can. He was able to return
to Delhi mostly because he
was blocked by the Ma-
ratha campaigns.

I am just explaining the
statement which we made
in the textbook that was
deliberately a little bit pro-
vocative — maybe the Brit-

ish conquered India more
from the Marathas than
from the Mughals.

There are rumours that
there could be
interference of the right
wing in directing the
trajectory of the new
textbooks. Does the
development of new
textbooks mean that
there is a reshaping of
political ideology?

So the media loves these
stories, and finding a polit-
ical axe to grind is always
very tempting. Our text-
book development team
has experienced zero polit-
ical pressure from the go-
vernment or from any
right wing channel or per-
sonality whatsoever. We
have been left free to work
the way we thought we
should work under the Na-
tional Education Policy,
2020 and the National Cur-
riculum Framework man-
date.

Full interview is available at
newsth.live/micheldanino

‘We have to acknowledge that Mughal period saw violence’
&1 U8 WIHR &1 81 & qira o1 | g1 Sdt 18

Michel Danino on NCERT Class 8 Textbook Revision

e 3T gRT TaRiig e weam 8 Y ureuywa® # wRiteH R feuft

Michel Danino, guest professor (archaeological sciences) at the Indian Institute of
Technology, Gandhinagar, and head of the Curricular Area Group for social science
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textbooks, which works in collaboration with the National Council of Educational
Research and Training (NCERT), speaks about the process of designing new social
science textbooks for middle school and the controversies surrounding the portrayal
of the Mughals and the colonial era in the new Class 8 textbook.

fRIe S, RGIa TiRNfTehT SR e 7 ifafy bR (%’ﬂ?ﬂﬁﬁﬁilﬂ) 3R
T AR BT UTeaYEIa! o foTT UTaashH &3 9Hg & U4 g, off A9 QAfah
YT SR URRreror Uity (TS SRS & W1 AHR &1 ol 8| I8 718 HET 8 Bt
UTIqad B e 3R Mufafie g & o &1 das g3 faare) W ik g faenea
¥ forg arTfores fagm &t 1S UreugRas! &1 S Ul R 74! avd & |

Portrayal of Mughals in New Textbook

S UTeuqa® | GIral BT foeror

A debate has arisen about the portrayal of Mughals in the new Class 8 NCERT
textbook with their rule being called ‘a blend of both brutality and tolerance’.
T3 F&f 8 B TS ARE! UTadd | TIal & U &1 ‘vl MR Afgwar o1
fysor g1 T 5, O S5 ST ES ¢

We did speak of brutality and tolerance, though we did not highlight these two
words. They were caught by the media.

B T 3R AW &t a1d 1 off, gTaiifes 8- 39 &Y Xsal o TadT ei <f ot
HIfSa1 4 57 Teal DY IoMT|

It is a fact that this is a period which sees a lot of violence, and we have been pretty
mild about it.

Ig Ud A § [ I8 I ¥ & wRT o1, 3R 50 39 vy o 9gd gamaw ef¥aion
REC]N

If you look at Muslim texts like Baburnama or Akbarnama, there is no doubt that
these conquests were very violent.

g 3T STERATHT IT SHHERATH ST R T 1 48, df 399 Pl Ug el fb o
fasra sifiram= gga fgas o

The Turkic, Mughal, and Afghan powers warred against each other in the Indian
subcontinent as well as in Central Asia, sometimes in Persia and beyond.

qol, TS 3R B Waqdl YR ITHETEIT, Hed TRRMAT, BRI 3R 37 &3 o
Th-gik 4 g dhat o

We feel that preceding attempts often have been whitewashing some of these
aspects unnecessarily.

&4 AT § T Ugd o v § 371 Ug Qs o SHTaRa® U N furar wam T

We have tried to show the complexity of their personality (the Mughals).

TH el 1 afaied o wifeardT & ™ &1 HIR &1 8|

Note on ‘History’'s Darker Periods’

S8 & 3itk w1a uR fewuft

It is more of a preparatory note for the student who suddenly would be exposed to
unpleasant events of the past.

g U Yd-ga-T § T BT S/ Sfciid &1 S ge-raif I = gaRT S|

This phase is in the so-called medieval period and the colonial era where there are
famines, millions of deaths.

g B HAPTA MR AR gt &1 g, fored sreprar 3R aral wid Jioa g
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The Second World War is the most striking example where there were untold
atrocities. ]

ot fay g 91 99 T® IaTervl €, el AP eu-4 SmER gu |

A few years after the Second World War, Germany is on good terms with most of the
European powers.

faita fay g & oo aul arg, St sifiewiz R iRl & a1y 3 Tae o o
|

This was possible because the facts were faced and accepted, with no attempt to
deny them.

g STl ST g i adi o) PR fodr /T, §-hR 61 foedr |

We are not trying to parallel this with anything in the Indian past, but it's only by
looking honestly at history that you can find the key to healing.

B9 8 YR 3t 9 el PR 5, R FHMERT A 3faeTd 3 d@A A 5t dgr A
gfea &1 anf ﬁaw?gm

Right-Wing Interference Allegations

gferoridt ey & iy

There are rumours that there could be interference of the right wing in directing the
trajectory of the new textbooks.

U e § o < UreagEde! & Aafor & efgmradt exaay & gadr 2|

Our textbook development team has experienced zero political pressure from the
government or from any right wing channel or personality whatsoever.

AR UTGUYda® [deT A &1 WRBR a1 Tl ot gféromiht wia @ +ig IeHifae
G919 81 HeqH gafll

We have been left free to work under the National Education Policy, 2020 and the
National Curriculum Framework mandate.

%Wﬁmﬁﬁzozoﬁvw@ummﬂﬂm%mww%mw
TR

Marathas and the Revised Emphasis

RIS W= fear war faviy e

We selected the Marathas for bigger treatment because they were the ones who
ultimately managed to build, though briefly, an empire which spread over a very
large portion of India.

- IRTS &1 YaaT s9fa < if 351 Wau H 8 Wel, R URd F 73 e o
HIYTSY WIT fhar

Their influence extended to Delhi and even beyond to what is today's Pakistan.
T TG fawell | AP 3o & Uifdrear dob bl gai |

They stymied multiple attempts by Mughals to conquer South India.

IGI- Gl o G0 YRA BI Siia- & s YAl & fawa fabar|

Aurangzeb spent more than 25 years stuck in the Deccan, and was blocked by the
Maratha campaigns.

TS A 25 qUT | SHfIP AT gaH A f9am, 3¢ W81 A AP B 34|

| am just explaining the statement which we made in the textbook that was
deliberately a little bit provocative — maybe the British conquered India more from
the Marathas than from the Mughals.
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o Had 39 UTSIYRS A U T U= & AR R @M § Sl ST $8 Suoid
T — TG fafe=N = URd &1 Jirel o 181, afewp "R161 & Sifie Sitar|

Tipu Sultan and Haider Ali's Absence

&Y Goaar SR g Sreft B srguieufa

e The new Class 8 social science textbook, unlike older versions, has no mention of Tipu
Sultan or Haider Ali.
TS BT 8 DI IS 9 B! Treagwas §, Y Gea 3R gev el HT B
IIE T8 &, Sl Ugd &I fobaral 7 7|

e On the other hand, there is an entire chapter dedicated to the rise of Marathas and
Shivaji's exploits.
I8! gAY 3R, WRTST & I5u 3R Rrareht Ft IuafRr wr v R sreara qafia 8|

e For events like the Anglo-Mysore Wars you have to give the student enough context
for that event to become meaningful.

?-Wwﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ,ﬁﬁmqg@ﬁﬁ%mﬁﬁwmw
|

e There are four more years after Class 8 where the working groups can take certain
themes (which were missed out), and the gaps will be somewhat filled in the later
years. _ . .
Hef1 8 P §IC IR 3R 99 8Id § el B I8 Pe fawal & mfid &2 I&hd g, 3R
I DI AT URT T Thal 3|

Rejecting the Hindu-Muslim-British Periodisation

ffg-ufeam-fafesr o1 faue™ <t For

e Itis very well known among historians that the division between Hindu, Muslim, and
then the British period is absolutely not valid.

SMENIERI & a9 I8 AUS ¥4 I AT o1l § 6 &g, gieay ok fi fafexr srar &
faure qofa: ey 3R e 81

Colonial Exploitation and British Accountability

SufafRre wivor iR fafew fomier

e There had been trillions of dollars of drain of wealth that has also been very well
documented, from British rule to Britain.

fafe=r = & SR YRT A foeT 9@ WRal SR ot Juft w1 FeRf g3 f, ok
g ISt avE § yafed o

e Britain has not recognised sufficiently the tremendous amount of suffering that it
inflicted not only on India but also on most of its colonies.

foeT A URA 3R 3= Sif¥eizr Iufra=i W forg 71T SR 3R Wit &1 vaf@
U Y WieR T8 fPar g

e | will not discuss the question of reparation, but at least an honest admission of guilt,
abuse, atrocities, and economic plunder during the colonial period is needed.
& gamaw & e, W 51 o, Afch SMUfafRIe w1a | g3 Tafadl, Srarari ok
3P e &1 TAFGR WPRIfaT 9= 6
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Not the way

Criminalising adolescent sex will
undermine the aim of the POCSO Act

he key objective of the Protection of Chil-

dren from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act,

2012 is the protection of children, but ov-
er the past few years, courts around the country
and rights activists have called for some exemp-
tions. Noticing a trend that adolescents, above 15
years but under 18, in voluntary relationships
and having consensual sex were often being per-
secuted, the courts sought a review. In that back-
drop, senior advocate Indira Jaising’s written sub-
mission to the Supreme Court that consensual
sex between teenagers aged 16-18 years must not
be criminalised is a welcome move. She was ap-
pointed amicus curiae and her submissions are
part of a petition filed by advocate Nipun Saxena.
Her brief challenged the designation of 18 years
as the age of consent. She said the only solution
lies in declaring that sex between consenting
adolescents between the age of 16, an almost un-
iversal age of sexual maturity, and 18, is not a
form of ‘abuse’. Ms. Jaising called for this excep-
tion to be read into the POCSO Act and Section 63
(sexual offences), of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS). “Such an exception would preserve the
protective intent of the statute while preventing
its misuse against adolescent relationships that
are not exploitative in nature,” she said.

In a 2023 report, the Law Commission had
said that it was against changing the age of con-
sent. It advised “guided judicial discretion” in-
stead, while sentencing in cases that involve chil-
dren between 16 and 18 years in a voluntary,
consensual relationship. Under the POCSO Act
and under several provisions of the Indian Penal
Code and the BNS, whoever commits a penetra-
tive sexual assault on a child — who is anyone be-
low 18 years — can face stringent punishment un-
der Section 6 of the POCSO Act, Section 9 of the
Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006, and pro-
visions of the IPC and BNS. A 16-year-old is consi-
dered a “child” under Section 2(d) of the POCSO
Act and hence her consent does not matter. But
caveats have to be put in place so that the broad
intent of the law is adhered to, as the Madras High
Court suggested in 2021, in Vijayalakshmi vs State
Rep. The High Court said the age difference in
consensual relationships should not be more
than five years to ensure that a girl of an impres-
sionable age is not taken advantage of by an older
person. Educating adolescents about the law on
sexual offences and its consequences is a must
too. Criminalising normal adolescent behaviour
is not the way to protect against non-consensual,
exploitative sexual offences.

Not the way

Terd fe=m |

e Criminalising adolescent sex will undermine the aim
of the POCSO Act

fH=Ri & g 9 Tdel ®1 3URTY T POCSO
U & IET B FHAAR B

Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO)
Act and Adolescent Consent Debate

T rRTeN A Tl o1 Rerr fRIfad (Pocso) 3R
=R Jeafd w989

e The key objective of the Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012 is the protection of
children, but over the past few years, courts around the
country and rights activists have called for some
exemptions.

G SraRTeT | Tl BT &7 SR (POCSO), 2012
1 A =0 Il DI GR&M 8, Afcb fUsd $© a8 H§ SR
gmeﬁvmwﬁﬁﬁaﬁﬁwqﬁaﬁmﬁ

I
¢ Noticing a trend that adolescents, above 15 years but
under 18, in voluntary relationships and having
consensual sex were often being persecuted, the courts
sought a review.

gg ol T & 15 F 18 99 & g & fHmR, off w1 4
Heaul 7 ¥ 3R HgHfd | I JaY 51 % 9, 36 SRR
Sf&a foam o1 a1 T, o’ < gU el A gHAfdaR o
HAT B

e Inthat backdrop, senior advocate Indira Jaising'’s
written submission to the Supreme Court that consensual
sex between teenagers aged 16-18 years must not be
criminalised is a welcome move.

3 Tl o alky sifirgaar gfewr srafie o giftn #1E d ag
foRad aofld i 16-18 9 & fH=MRT & o9 wgwafa I I
HaY B SHURTY 5] AT ST AN, Th AHRIHD Ugd 6|
e She was appointed amicus curiae and her submissions
are part of a petition filed by advocate Nipun Saxena.

3% GIE'IFI'cﬁ ﬁﬁ (amicus curiae) ﬁg,aaﬁ?m T T 3R
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Her brief challenged the designation of 18 years as the age of consent.
% db § 18 T Bt 3T P AU DI 3T A I A ol T3 |

She said the only solution lies in declaring that sex between consenting
adolescents between the age of 16 and 18 is not a form of ‘abuse’.

3R FgT o THT ToneT I8} § b 16 A 18 aff & Tgwfa I A Ty g1 ardt
fF=IRT &1 ‘GEUANT G AT S|
Ms. Jaising called for this exception to be read into the POCSO Act and Section 63
(sexual offences) of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS).

ot SRl = 39 @ &1 POCsO SifUfay 3R YR =g fgar (BNS) &t URT 63
(%q 3URTY) H =TH fbT o Bt 7l B
“Such an exception would preserve the protective intent of the statute while
preventing its misuse against adolescent relationships that are not exploitative in
nature,” she said.
"2 IRE B! B¢ P P AU ST H! 918 394 gC, fH2R daei &
In a 2023 report, the Law Commission had said that it was against changing the
age of consent.
2023 ot Ui o fafYr smahr 3 Fe1 o1 % 95 wewfa 3t oy ¥ 9o & s ¢
It advised “guided judicial discretion” instead, while sentencing in cases that
involve children between 16 and 18 years in a voluntary, consensual relationship.

I I8 ot A fh 16 | 18 a9 & fH=IRT & Wfed® ik Teufa Jae I s amal
H =1 fade A &4 forar sime” |

Under the POCSO Act and under several provisions of the Indian Penal Code and
the BNS, whoever commits a penetrative sexual assault on a child — who is anyone
below 18 years — can face stringent punishment under Section 6 of the POCSO
Act, Section 9 of the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006, and provisions of
the IPC and BNS.

Pocso 3ififaH, WRHdg &8 wfgdr 1Pc) 3R BNS & fafiis arrsit & siafa, 1S
1t faq STt fordd 18 a9 A 1 Mg & 99 W YARMTAP N SIS Hdl §, 39
POCSO 1 YRT 6, 911 faarg fAy arfufaw, 2006 Y eRT 9, 3R IPC T BNS @1
YRTSHT &P TEd PSR Tl &l Thell 3|

A 16-year-old is considered a “child” under Section 2(d) of the POCSO Act and
hence her consent does not matter.

POCSO SifIFFaW FY URT 2(d) F IR, 16 Tufa fH=N$ & “a=ar” 7= o1 § iR
i 39! TgHfd AT gl gial|

But caveats have to be put in place so that the broad intent of the law is adhered
to, as the Madras High Court suggested in 2021, in Vijayalakshmi vs State Rep.
Afth & 21 YR BT g1l Al BT & HATIS IE,RT BT TTA T o 9,
ST 3 2021 ® WETH BE IS 3 fasrgaedt 99w Irsa wfaf=ify oy & gema faan anl
The High Court said the age difference in consensual relationships should not be
more than five years to ensure that a girl of an impressionable age is not taken
advantage of by an older person.

BISPIC 1 el fob Jeafa Jdui & 39 @1 3far uia a¥f A 3iftres 8 g Tnfee, arfes
YHTFAT B T Y &1 TS| o fhil I8 AfeRT gIRT NI T 81

Educating adolescents about the law on sexual offences and its consequences is a
must too.
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g

Criminalising normal adolescent behaviour is not the way to protect against non-
consensual, exploitative sexual offences.

AT PR HaER 1 R DN AT 3RS MR WIS T ruRTT
 YR&M BT gt dPT A8l ¢

pw n over 25 observations

"""""""""""" auring this period. Here

When I visit Mumbai, 1 of-
ten take the local train
from Churchgate station to
Borivali. The main objec-
tive of this travel is to ob-
serve people on the train.
In my home-town of Ban-
galore as well, I have begun
travelling by metro quite
often. However, this has
been mostly born of neces-
sity, because the metro
takes me to my destination
far quicker than an Uber
cab can - particularly given
the many choked roads of
this otherwise lovely gar-
den city. But having got on-
to the metro, here too I
keep looking at people.

In the past two months,
these occasional travels by
local train and metro have
thrown up several interest-
ing insights. 1 have jotted

are five of them.

90% of the people are
on their mobiles constant-
ly. A vast majority of them
are watching reels on Insta-
gram or some similar so-
cial media platform; 60%
of the people wear wrist
watches.

These are primarily me-
tal analog watches. I see far
fewer wearables on wrists
now, than I used to see two
years ago; many more
young and middle-aged
men are wearing colourful
shirts, compared to earlier
years. (And by the way,
that includes me); on my
last local train ride in
Mumbai, virtually no one
was smiling, perhaps after
a long and tiring day at
work. On the metro in Ban-
galore, on the other hand, I

Living laboratory: Public transport , whether a local train, metro or bus, is today one of the best
platforms for observing consumers and their real-time, in-situ behaviour. NAGARA GOPAL

inevitably see many more
smiles; lots of people in the
Mumbai local trains were
carrying their lunchboxes
with them. In contrast, ve-
ry few people in Bangalore
were carrving their lunch

with them.
Each of these “public

transport” observations, if

pursued further, can po-
tentially lead to very good
marketing insights. For in-
stance, marketers may

wish to probe why fewer
people are wearing weara-
bles now, and what this
tells us about changing atti-
tudes towards digital,
health and wellness. Or
why middle-aged men are

suddenly wearing floral
shirts, and what this tells
us about ageing and urban
masculinity.

This leads me to an in-
teresting point. Public
transport - whether local
train, metro or bus - is to-
day one of the best plat-
forms for observing con-
sumers and their real-time,
in-situ behaviour.

Yet, many marketers
who choose to travel exclu-
sively by their own vehicles
or Uber cabs or auto-rick-
shaws miss out on this liv-
ing laboratory that pulses
with consumer trends ev-
ery single day.

If you are a marketer or
a student of the consumer
universe, here are a few
reasons why you should
ditch your private vehicle
and consider travelling by
public transport at least oc-

casionally. Local trains,
metros and buses bring to-
gether so many segments
of our society. Affluent of-
fice goers, young students,
retail employees, working
women, middle-class fami-
lies - you will find people
from virtually every large
consumer segment using
local transport, particular-
ly in large cities.

This helps you break
away from the ivory towers
of your offices or apart-
ment complexes, where
you are likely to interact
primarily with people from
your own demographic
segment.

With very little effort,
you can observe what all
these people are wearing
or viewing, and often also
overhear snatches of con-
versation.

If you are a little more

Why marketers should ditch the car and take a metro
or a bus

fauure &l PR BisH? At A1 99 R a1 A18T?

Observations from Public Transport in Mumbai and Bangalore

Hag 3R ST o Ardei-e uRas ° Jo! fewforai

When | visit Mumbiai, | often take the local train from Churchgate station to

Borivali.

oId H Hag ol §, dl H 3R Churchgate %X ¥ Borivali T A& d ¢ ddl § |
The main objective of this travel is to observe people on the train.
S AE1 &1 &7 34 ¢ & @I DI ¢ 3R ST FAievr w1 5|

In my hometown of Bangalore as well, | have begun travelling by metro quite

often.

R T[E TR a7 § 1 T 3@ SRR Al A g1 HA AN G|

However, this has been mostly born of necessity, because the metro is faster than

an Uber cab — particularly given the many choked roads of this otherwise lovely
garden city.

gy, I8 G-

But having got onto the metro, here too | keep looking at people.
AferT TSl H g & arg it 7 a8 +ft @ &) TJaT At g

In the past two months, these occasional travels by local train and metro have

thrown up several interesting insights.
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adventurous, you can
strike up engaging and re-
levant conversations with a
couple of co-travellers.

While it is important not
to generalise or reach firm
conclusions from these as-
sorted observations or con-
versations, what [ have
realised is that they can
spark new thoughts, ques-
tions or initial hypotheses
which can, in turn, lead to
meaningful and actionable
ideas. For all these rea-
sons, I would urge marke-
ters to hop on to your city's
metro or buses every now
and then. This is one of the
best and easiest ways of
keeping consumers in your
sight.

(Harish Bhat is an avid
marketer and bestselling
author. He was earlier the
Brand Custodian at Tata
Sons)

SIS AT A IUH 311 ¢, FIh el Uber Hd B ga-T A dol § —
Y =u I 39 JYox Me Rl 3t isurs aredt Js&! &1 Tud gul
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e & 7T | did o 3R A B A Bfi-pft Bt aET B ety SHIRAi
A 1% &

| have jotted down over 25 observations during this period.

3 3afy & SR A 25 | it fewfor ool 31 7

Here are five of them.

Tg1 I H I Ui U §

90% of the people are on their mobiles constantly.

90% AN TIAR 30 AETgd B9 § & 384 3

A vast majority of them are watching reels on Instagram or some similar social
media platform.

3T T HTYBIY AN Instagram WR T 1 34T RE & A=A HfSAT Wewid 46 38
gl g

60% of the people wear wrist watches.

60% T HaTS gfSdl Ug1d 6|

These are primarily metal analog watches.

3 4= ¥U J Hed T gfeai gidi g |

| see far fewer wearables on wrists now, than | used to see two years ago.

9 U b maﬁwﬁﬁwwﬁmw wearablesﬁxﬂmﬁ@ﬁ |
Many more young and middle-aged men are wearing colourful shirts, compared
to earlier years.

U8 B o 7 31 pel A gar R e g avf & goy T 2 s B
(And by the way, that includes me).

(3R I, 39 H ge W a1

On my last local train ride in Mumbai, virtually no one was smiling, perhaps after a
long and tiring day at work.

7 4o Y oifqw A 31 A B e & BIE GEPT @7 AT, TUId: BT & dd
3R YBT3 f&7 & w12

On the metro in Bangalore, on the other hand, | inevitably see many more smiles.
TR SR, FTgE A B g AN Bt e g s aeft 7

Lots of people in the Mumbai local trains were carrying their lunchboxes with
them.

oS B dipd 31 & B3 AN 30 1Y HaaieRy AR Iad o

In contrast, very few people in Bangalore were carrying their lunch with them.

3O fAUld, AT T 9gd ®H AT 3 1Y T dhR Iad g |

Insights for Marketers

fauurs (Marketers) & ﬁl'l'{ SAFHINGT

Each of these "public transport” observations, if pursued further, can potentially lead
to very good marketing insights.

2 gt -ardeife uRkag fewforl &t afe St Ser o, | 3 ISP ATb e
TS H 9o gl B

For instance, marketers may wish to probe why fewer people are wearing
wearables now, and what this tells us about changing attitudes towards digital,
health and wellness.

JETERUI & 7Y, fauuIeh I8 e 918 ¥hd & [P 3@ &H ART wearables T U5+ ¥
& IR 7g ¥ fEforea, W ok 3 & Ufd Sead TeIia & IR § o1 §aTal o
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Or why middle-aged men are suddenly wearing floral shirts, and what this tells us
about ageing and urban masculinity.

7 bR il Aed g v & Yoy 3o Bl arelt U Ug- ol €, 3R I8 g6 g
B SR gt Wit & IR # 1 ST 5|

This leads me to an interesting point.

IE 43 U foeravy foig &1 3R o o ]

Public transport — whether local train, metro or bus — is today one of the best
platforms for observing consumers and their real-time, in-situ behaviour.

3T & qHg B A ufiae - 918 died &, Al 1 99 - IuHidars sk
T TRAfAS THI & HAER Pl G8 B TG 3T W 5|

Yet, many marketers who choose to travel exclusively by their own vehicles or Uber
cabs or auto-rickshaws miss out on this living laboratory that pulses with
consumer trends every single day.

i o, St fauures g sra=t fAeit mMfSaT, Uber a1 3ife)-fa=m § am &A1 TR
%ﬂﬁ%,éswrmﬂauﬁwmﬁﬁmméﬁ%ﬁﬁﬂmwmwﬁﬁﬁuﬁa?ﬂ
|

Why Marketers Should Travel by Public Transport

fauurel =1 Ardwifae uaga ¥ =1 i BT 91ige

If you are a marketer or a student of the consumer universe, here are a few
reasons why you should ditch your private vehicle and consider travelling by public
transport at least occasionally.

afe; 3MU T FAuuTe a1 U ST STd & BT 8, dl I81 $© HRUI AU TN B & Smue!
3 fAeft St Siser Fi-wu Irdufae ufvaga I amn & At Al

Local trains, metros and buses bring together so many segments of our society.
dipd 3, el R I8 AR JHN S B3 a7 5! U 1Y Al & |

Affluent office goers, young students, retail employees, working women,
middle-class families — you will find people from virtually every large consumer
segment using local transport, particularly in large cities.

TS U 9 a1d, a1 813, Rea wHaRt, dTaweI Afgad, 7y g uRar
— 31T TS E T TIHT 8T 98 SUHTFIT a3 & i b1 Frdoit-iep URae & ura|
This helps you break away from the ivory towers of your offices or apartment
complexes, where you are likely to interact primarily with people from your own
demographic segment.

g ATAD! U HTATAA! 9T AUTCHE HIAFT B dg gi-aT I 16X Hdha § 7ag
BT 5, ST51 3TU SHAR WR U4 81 ST d &t & a9 firerd )

With very little effort, you can observe what all these people are wearing or
viewing, and often also overhear snatches of conversation.

TEdPH TN T AU AHhd & [ A P AT FATUAIZ € AT ST IR 8, AR Fs
IR STded & ¢pg Wl 9 IFd B

If you are a little more adventurous, you can strike up engaging and relevant
conversations with a couple of co-travellers.

gfe 3y S e § O 3 o We-uTa) F 1y I 3R Ui aradia
R IHA

While it is important not to generalise or reach firm conclusions from these
assorted observations or conversations, what | have realised is that they can spark
new thoughts, questions or initial hypotheses.
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BTt 3 fafay fewfordt a1 ara<ia 3 ara=fevor w31 a1 yadb frepd AT
3ferd 72T B, dfer 31 ey foran ® o 3 1€ |, vy a1 wRiie uleerne Saw
R qHdl |

These can, in turn, lead to meaningful and actionable ideas.

T 3 Taar Syl 3R fraraa i faeRY ) oik @ o 9 8|

For all these reasons, | would urge marketers to hop on to your city's metro or
buses every now and then.

51 91t SR T faqure I Sirg &1 § 1o o Hi-adt o <rex &t At ar a4t
T Y TE B

This is one of the best and easiest ways of keeping consumers in your sight.

g IUHISATSIT B T ok & I8 @A BT U G I 3R YHT a1 2 |

Russia restarts Moscow-

Russia restarts MOSCOw-Pyongyang  pyongyang passenger

passenger flights after decades flights after decades

Russia Launches Direct Flights to
North Korea

w4 1 I ST & forg et
¢ Russia launched direct
passenger flights from Moscow to
A '§$_ I: Mapping : Pyongyang, North Korea, for the
Russia launched direct passenger flights from Moscow to first time since t:e mid-1990s,
Pyongyang, North Korea, for the first time since the mid-1990s, starting on Sunday.
starting on Sunday. Operated by Nordwind Airlines, initial flights Y = AT | W (SR
will run monthly, using a Boeing 777-200ER. Tickets sold out PR & e Tcaa rit ST
quickly, boosting Russia-North Korea ties. REUTERS AaaR A L= #T, S b 1990 & grep
& A & §IE UGl IR g3 B

Operated by Nordwind Airlines, initial flights will run monthly, using a Boeing 777-
200ER.

3 ISHI &1 TATaH Nordwind Airlines GRT {51 51T 387 8, 3R URfY% IS Aifdre
¥T ¥ Boeing 777-200ER T ¥ TaTs STE |

Tickets sold out quickly, boosting Russia—North Korea ties.

fewe ol ot faw e, SR =9-3FR Sifvar Sadi &f ggrar b
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Sudan’s RSF names a civilian PM,
presidential council in rival govt.

""""""""""""" ! REUTERS

A coalltlon led by Sudan’s Rapid Support Forces (RSF) on Saturday
named Mohamed Hassan al-Ta’ayshi, a civilian, Prime Minister and
formed a presidential council with RSF leader Dagalo as President,
challenging the army-backed government. This deepens Sudan’s
division amid ongoing war, and stalled peace efforts. ArFp

Sudan’s RSF names a
civilian PM,
presidential council in
rival govt.
S & ARTATE A
ufdgal AR |
AN T SR
qf¥ug o1 9
fopari

Sudan’s RSF-Led Coalition
Names Civilian Prime Minister

gS™ H RSF & Aqcd ardl
MSEYT A ARG YU=HAT

forgea foran

. A coalition led by
Sudan’s Rapid Support Forces
(RSF) on Saturday named

Mohamed Hassan al-Ta’ayshi, a civilian, Prime Minister and formed a presidential

council with RSF leader Dagalo as President, chal
government.

AR B GSH P US JUIE BIET (RSF) &
HIgWe g9+ d-araxit &1 g frged faean

lenging the army-backed

T Uh TeEYH H ARG

RSF U9
§Td g€ U gyt ufvug &1 T o, mﬁﬁmwﬁawﬁﬁeﬁﬁ
e This deepens Sudan’s division amid ongoing war, and stalled peace efforts.

;gaa?%gasﬁ?amaﬁgémmaaaﬂaqgﬁ%ﬁmﬁaﬁ?mm
|

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper lI: Polity, Governance,And

International Relations)

1. Thailand,Cambodiaagree to truce negotiations

YT S, HASAT G ARTH aTdi U=

HedHd

2. 'External Affairs Ministrynearly lost the plot during

fISe HaTerg A 59 R T 39T v @ i o

3. Indus Waters Treaty talks’
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faezr viamerg Riy S | aratf & SR 4T SruAT
XTEAT HSD T 4T’
4. Inter-Statesynthetic drugsyndicatebusted, 3 held
JR-IIRIAfeE gRifsde &1 UsTwls, 3 IRER
5. No clarity yet on grant of citizenshipunder CAA as
many lack documents

HivT & dgd ARG ar &1 R 3 9@ His Wydr Tat
SRIND BY ANl & URT GEATdw 61 &
6. NMC bars use of livesurgery broadcastsfor
promotional gain
TATHHT A TARTAS aTH & fgasit & @rga TR &
AT W b T
7. State for the stateless
fAféfdl & forg v w1
8. Clearing the air on ‘citizenship’ in Bihar poll roll
revision

fagR AdgEar ysiiaa Sny_ ® Ariiedr wR yifaal &1

¥ PRAT
9. Understanding Russia’s Taliban gauntlet
g B dIfera™ gl B FHHAT
10. Philippine troops kill 7 guerrillas in latest flare-up of
insurgency
fetidi &l A S¥are & Tdiaw st H 7
iRedre &1 4R R

11. Trump confirms deal with EU, sets 15% export tariffs
o A R T & Ty JHSNA B gD B, 15%
fFrata 3o au fea
12. World urgently needs a ‘global approach’ on Al
regulatlon insists UN top tech chief

g 1Y F M awiet wga &1 we & 5 g wt
gen's‘ﬁﬁmqwac—m"m %%-eﬁﬁw P TITIDI
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13. Syria’s Druze grieve after bloodbath in the city of

Sweida

T & g TR ¥ageT WeR | §U G & 9 [P

qe

14. India has ‘greater responsibility’ to support the PKK-
Turkiye peace process: pro-Kurdish leader

G-

qfd rifa ufshar &1 TudH HA1 YR 3t ‘TSI
foreRY

15. Fragile ceasefire between DR Congo and M23 raises
cautious hopes for peace

IR ST 3R TH23 & " Ao auy favy 3 wnifa
oI I T &

Thailand,
Cambodia

agree to truce
negotiations

Assoclated Press
SURIN

Thailand and Cambodia on
Sunday signalled their rea-
diness to negotiate an end
to a deadly border dispute
following mediation efforts
by the U.S. President Do-
nald Trump.

The fighting has killed at
least 33 people.

Mr. Trump posted on
Truth Social on Saturday
that he spoke to the lead-
ers of Thailand and Cam-
bodia.

Thailand,Cambodia agree to truce
negotiations

YIS s, Hefear gafaR™ araf W wgud

Thailand-Cambodia Border Dispute and Mediation by Donald
Trump

YIEds-Halfar W faare ik SIS €U &t Ayl

. Thailand and Cambodia on Sunday signalled their readiness
to negotiate an end to a deadly border dispute.

IR &1 Urgds SR Falfsar 1 v urae dar faarg 1 war
B & foT araf B B TeawaT e B

. This followed mediation efforts by the U.S. President Donald
Trump.

I8 Had AR IPUF SHTeS U B! AERYAT Y] & 915
SO AT

. The fighting has killed at least 33 people.

39 Y ¥ H1 | H9 33 AN Dt o o ID! 5

. Mr. Trump posted on Truth Social on Saturday that he spoke
to the leaders of Thailand and Cambodia.

AR & U A Y A WR IR o s S UIsdls SR
HeIfSar & Adrsif I a1d St

Page3 1

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

‘External Affairs Ministry
nearly lost the plot during
Indus Waters Treaty talks’

Suhasmx Haidar
NEW DELHI

The External Affairs Minis-
try nearly “lost the plot”
over the Indus Waters
Treaty talks with Pakistan
in 2016, as senior Ministry
officials entered into a tuss-
le with the World Bank, be-
fore the issue was re-
trieved. The claim has
been made by former Fi-
nance Secretary Subhash
Chandra Garg, India-ap-
pointed Executive Director
at the World Bank (2014-
2017), in his latest book,
which recounts for the first
time the tensions between
the Narendra Modi govern-
ment and World Bank Pre-
sident Jim Kim over the
Kishenganga hydropower
project.

The point of contention
was whether the World
Bank, which has a limited
role in guiding any dis-
putes or differences bet-
ween India and Pakistan,
would decide to appoint
the “court of arbitration”

Subhash Chandra Garg

Pakistan had asked for, or a
“neutral expert”, as India
wanted.

In his new book, No, Mi-
nister: Navigating Powet,
Politics and Bureaucracy
with a Steely Resolve, Mr.
Garg says he was sidelined
during the initial stages of
the Indus Water Treaty ne-
gotiations in 2016. He also
claims that he was told to
only attend meetings to be

led by India’s Deputy Chief
of  Mission  Taranjit
Sandhu.

“[However], by the mid-
dle of November, the MEA
team was getting nervous.

It was not able to nudge the
World Bank team in the di-
rection it wanted, i.e., to
appoint a neutral expert
and began to sense that the
Bank was tilting towards
Pakistan,” Mr. Garg wrote.
The book claims that Mr.
Jaishankar asked Mr. Garg
to take charge of matters.

According to Mr. Garg, it
was his own intervention,
in a one-on-one meeting
with Mr. Kim, that even-
tually helped ensure a neu-
tral expert, Ian Solomon,
was appointed, after the
World Bank accepted Pa-
kistan’s demand for a court
of arbitration at The
Hague.

The World Bank had
first ruled that having a
neutral expert and court
together could lead to
“contradictory outcomes”.

The External Affairs Mi-
nistry did not respond to a
request for comments on
Mr. Garg’s claims.

(With inputs from Jacob
Koshy and T.C.A. Sharad
Raghavan)

‘External Affairs
Ministrynearly lost
the plot during

Indus Waters Treaty
talks’

et fe araf &
SRT TRIHAT 3T
RTKAT HSP AT 4T

Indus Waters Treaty Talks
Dispute with World Bank
(2016)

fay 8@ & a1y Riy wa IfY
qrdt faarg (2016)

. The External Affairs
Ministry nearly “lost the
plot” over the Indus Waters
Treaty talks with Pakistan in
2016, as senior Ministry
officials entered into a tussle
with the World Bank, before
the issue was retrieved.

2016 ¥ UTfbwar & A1y fRiy
e |y aratf & SR fagw
AT T "H9H @ 81",

e iy ftrer) fay 9o & Ty Tad A I MU A, S9N Ugd f Arar 9yd

i

e The claim has been made by former Finance Secretary Subhash Chandra Garg,
India-appointed Executive Director at the World Bank (2014-2017), in his latest
book.
gg gra1 yd fas afa guiy o Wit g fasan T 8, 5t 2014-2017 & di9 fay §&
H YRd & STAGRI Fe3® 38, St giferar gxas d|

e The book recounts for the first time the tensions between the Narendra Modi
government and World Bank President Jim Kim over the Kishenganga
hydropower project.

o ygelt IR fr=rei srefaggd uRaeET @) A6 s Wik IWeR 87
rumes R frw & i % a11a @1 quie frar T R

ﬁ%’

e The point of contention was whether the World Bank, which has a limited role
in guiding any disputes between India and Pakistan, would decide to appoint
the “court of arbitration” Pakistan had asked for, or a “neutral expert”, as India
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faare &1 geg g o1 % fay d@, oraeT yRa ik wifewa™ & diw faare) # Hifta
TEIEY BT 8, 98 U gRT Wil TS "Weayar Srerad” e e a1 yRd

SRT AR 7T "dey fagiug &1

In his new book, No, Minister: Navigating Power, Politics and Bureaucracy with

a Steely Resolve, Mr. Garg says he was sidelined during the initial stages of the

Indus Water Treaty negotiations in 2016.

S A8 ga® Y, fifares: Afanfen urar, uifeafeey T s fag o wifer
TEIGE: eﬁnﬁﬁﬁ%%a% 2016 ¥ RiY oie 4 arat & st aron o ursf &
EECIRIC IR
He also claims that he was told to only attend meetings to be led by India’s
Deputy Chief of Mission Taranjit Sandhu.

S5 gg i gran forat i 38 draa do@! | a9 &1 Fg1 T o1, s
Aqd YURA & fSP N 31w A=A aRureld dY &3 33 A
“[However], by the middle of November, the MEA team was getting nervous. It
was not able to nudge the World Bank team in the direction it wanted, i.e., to
appoint a neutral expert and began to sense that the Bank was tilting towards
Pakistan,” Mr. Garg wrote.

" [GTdiTp], TR & HeH a fae warerd o1 &7 gar= it ot | a5 fay 9 &t
& B U 3BT & IR I de fadug ot Fgfda & R iRa agt e w
& R 3R U5 Wy F3 @it R fF T wifewar it oik gora feaT T 2, off
i 7 e
The book claims that Mr. Jaishankar asked Mr. Garg to take charge of matters.
g | grat forar w3 i oft s 7 ot Wi & wer i @ ard 3t sue
| |
According to Mr. Garg, it was his own intervention, in a one-on-one meeting
with Mr. Kim, that eventually helped ensure a neutral expert, lan Solomon, was
appointed, after the World Bank accepted Pakistan’s demand for a court of
arbitration at The Hague.

ot T & AR, M f5u F Y ITH! UH THid 3P W gAY F BRI 3idd:
dewy faxivg sam Aiae o1 fFAgfaa dva g3, 9afe Y @ 3 37 9 gwwEr
ST Dt UTihar &1 T &1 ot TR B e T

The World Bank had first ruled that having a neutral expert and court together
could lead to “contradictory outcomes”.

fay 9% = ygd g Huen faar 41 i v A1y aey fa=ivg Sfik weawyar sreraa
@ ¥ faRtururf afoma- o w@d ¢

The External Affairs Ministry did not respond to a request for comments on Mr.
Garg’s claims.

fac=r varera A off i & grat wr fewvft & srRiy @1 ®IF IR K e

(With inputs from Jacob Koshy and T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan)

(G DIRM 3R 8.8 IR U & Y F 1Y)
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Inter-State Inter-Statesynthetic drugsyndicatebusted, 3 held

syntheticdrug  3fqr-IredaRidfes gRifsde o1 YsTwls, 3

syndicate AR
busted, 3 held

:GSil: Governance . Inter-State Drug Syndicate Busted by NCB

The Hindu Bureau mﬂ- aRT 3|?R1'aﬂ-q- 'ﬁlﬁ% qm-qﬁg

NEW DELHI sTr m

The Narcotics Control Bu- o The Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB), along with the police in

;ﬁi?‘iﬁ)’gﬁﬁgﬁm;ﬁ Rajasthan and Maharashtra, has busted an inter-State drug syndicate

Maharashtra, has busted  allegedly involved in the clandestine manufacture of synthetic drugs.

an inter-State drug syndi- m 37_@-@ @ mﬁ') ﬁ IoTRITH 3hq W Pl gm % 1Y faHR

cate allegedly involved in

the clandestine manufac- Tﬁ'ﬂ T=hta el & T fFrmfor & HRid w0 I i siariwdta S Rifs®e
ture of synthetic drugs. FT 1@1@3 ﬁﬂiﬂ % |

On July 22, several pre-
cursor chemicals, includ- o On July 22, several precursor chemicals, including chloroform,

ing chloroform, ammoni- . . . .
m.ﬁ chloride, propylene ~aMmonium chloride, propylene chloride, toluene and bromine used to

chloride, toluene and bro-  manufacture Mephedrone were recovered from a laboratory located in a

ﬁ;ﬁgﬁigﬁ Héf;.faf,gége secluded village in Rajasthan’s Barmer district, the NCB said.

vereg fromalilb((i)rgtolliylr lo- 22 qalg @l Q-_-IQ dt 3 gdran fb TSI % EISﬁQ I%Ia aFW gliq Ma o

cated in a secluded village @m mm ﬁﬂﬁ;ﬁﬂaﬁlﬁ B“CIZ?FT m.cmﬁ: 3n:h.ﬁ.q.q.

in Rajasthan’s Barmer dis- U ﬁ ﬁ Eﬁﬁ a-la

trict, the NCB said. FIRISS, MUTEE FARISS, SIeh 3R A o &3 Wik Hiee
Interrogation of two SOIEEe

membersgheld in the raid ﬁj—q |

led to the arrest of one e Interrogation of two members held in the raid led to the arrest of

ggﬁgf;ﬁ;gﬁagﬁ?iga 4 one more person by the Raigad police in Maharashtra.
BIUART H Uhs U &I Yawil Y YBATS & §1G HERTY & AT Yo 5 T
3R afat &1 TRER b
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No clarity yet on grant of citizenship
under CAA as many lack documents

:G

Vijaita Smgh
Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

More than a year after the
Citizenship (Amendment)
Act, 2019 took effect, the
Home Ministry has refused
to share data on the total
number of those who be-
nefited from the Act.

A BJP MP from West
Bengal told The Hindu that
fewer than 100 people in
his constituency had re-
ceived citizenship under
the CAA, though the num-
ber of intended beneficiar-
ies, mostly belonging to
the Matua sect, was
around 1 lakh. There are
around 2.8 crore people
from the Matua and Nama-
sudra communities who
stand to benefit from the
CAA in the State.

The CAA Rules were
notified on March 11, 2024
to give citizenship to un-
documented members of
Hindu, Sikh, Parsi, Jain,
Buddhist and Christian
communities from Pakis-
tan, Afghanistan and Ban-
gladesh under the Act that
was passed in 2019.

Ranaghat MP Jagannath
Sarkar told The Hindu that
the requirement to submit
any one document, which
will help trace an appli-
cant’s roots to Bangladesh,
should be dropped and the
cut-off date for applying
under CAA should be
amended too. The existing
cut-off date is December
31, 2014.

“Most people do not
have any of the documents

Union Home Minister Amit Shah hands over citizenship certificate
under the CAA to a beneficiary in Ahmedabad on Sunday. Pl

sought by the Home Minis-
try to fulfil citizenship cri-
teria. These people came
to India to escape persecu-
tion, with barely any be-
longings. How will they
provide documents?” Mr.
Sarkar said.

Following reports from
West Bengal, Schedule 1A
of the CAA Rules was
tweaked on July 8 2024,
and the list of nine docu-
ments to prove that the ap-
plicant is a national of Af-
ghanistan or Bangladesh
or Pakistan was expanded
to include any document
issued by the State or the
Centre or quasi-judicial
authority in India identify-
ing or representing the ap-
plicant or their parents or
grandparents or great-
grandparents as a national
of these three countries.

Processing applications
Anticipating non-coopera-
tion in Opposition-ruled
States, the CAA Rules en-
trusted Central govern-
ment officials posted in

States, including officials of
the Directorate of Census,
Postal Department, Rail-
ways, National Informatics
Centre and Intelligence Bu-
reau, to process applica-
tions. On April 2, Minister
of State for Home Nitya-
nand Rai said in the Rajya
Sabha that “thousands
were granted citizenship”,
while responding to Trina-
mool Congress member
Sushmita Dev’s remarks
that merely 350 people
had got it. The Minister did
not specify the number.
The Act was mostly expect-
ed to benefit people in
West Bengal and Assam as
those who had arrived
from Pakistan had entered
legally and possessed one
of the documents required
to acquire citizenship.

In West Bengal, most in-
tended beneficiaries alrea-
dy have voter cards and
other identity documents.
One of the criteria to avail
citizenship under the CAA
is that the applicant has to
declare that he or she is a

foreigner. The Pakistani
applicants from the six
non-Muslim communities
would have been eligible
under the Citizenship Act,
1955 also after living in In-
dia continuously for 11
years.

The Ministry has re-
fused to share information
on how many people had
either applied or had been
granted citizenship. The
Hindu filed a Right to Infor-
mation Act application in
June 2024. In September
2024, the Ministry refused
to provide the information.

An appeal was also filed
with the Central Informa-
tion Commission (CIC),
which hears appeals from
applicants who have issues
with RTI responses from
public authorities of the
Union government. The
CIC’s Chief Commissioner
Heeralal Samariya heard
The Hindu’s case on July 9.
The RTI was limited to ap-
plications received on the
indiancitizenshiponline.ni-
c.in portal, which is run by
the Home Ministry as the
entire process is online.

The Ministry’s represen-
tative, Ram Dayal Meena,
did not specifically dispute
any of The Hindu’s argu-
ments during the hearing,
and when asked by the CIC
if he wanted to speak, de-
clined to make any oral
submissions. A written res-
ponse reiterated the Home
Ministry’s earlier refusals,
which simply stated that
the information was “not
being maintained as de-
sired by you”.

No clarity yet on
grant of
citizenshipunder CAA
as many lack
documents

Hieu & dgd ARTR ST
&1 X 3t a i
YA T gD B
@Il & U gRaTae
TR E

Citizenship (Amendment) Act,

2019: Data Secrecy and
Implementation Issues

AR ar (ERneA) rfifea,
2019: 3ips! B MUgdr MR
fraraae & S gHwe

. More than a year after the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act,
2019 took effect, the Home
Ministry has refused to share
data on the total number of
those who benefited from the Act.

AR ar (E=ne) rfifea,

2019 & AN 811 & TP a9 W e 0T 9, I[E HATAT A ATHIIG] @t pot T
N HA Y FIBR R fean g
A BJP MP from West Bengal told The Hindu that fewer than 100 people in his
constituency had received citizenship under the CAA, though the number of

intended beneficiaries, mostly belonging to the Matua sect, was around 1 lakh.

i3 §a & TP Siordt Hivig A < fég &1 garn fb 39 fates 8 & 100 § 0
NN DI CAA & a8 ARG el &, Safer arHIii $t srgafra wvem, S ger:
ATE ST TYSTT I €, AT 1 a9 5|
There are around 2.8 crore people from the Matua and Namasudra communities
who stand to benefit from the CAA in the State.

s H AT SR THE WHCTA! A IS THIHT 2.8 HIUG AT CAA T AT &l

Ihd g

The CAA Rules were notified on March 11, 2024 to give citizenship to
undocumented members of Hindu, Sikh, Parsi, Jain, Buddhist and Christian

communities from Pakistan, Afghanistan and Bangladesh under the Act that was
passed in 2019.
CAA e 3t 11 | 2024 o1 iR fowam mam o1 a1fds 2019 F Tiia ifdfaq &
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TEd UTfhaT, ST 3R ivene=r § ot fEg, R, e, 99, 9t 8ik
29T GYERN & ARId AT ! AN & S Job |

e Ranaghat MP Jagannath Sarkar told The Hindu that the requirement to submit any
one document which will help trace an applicant’s roots to Bangladesh should be
dropped and the cut-off date for applying under CAA should be amended too.

W%quwﬁa%gﬁwﬁwﬂaﬁaﬁfﬁmﬁqﬁaﬁ
UgA & fo 17 U {3t U SxaArae 3f STaRAG A1 B! gl | AT 3R CAA
& T8 3G B Bl Be-3H1% fafy & 1 e g1 =g ul

e The existing cut-off date is December 31, 2014.
Idu we- 31w fafy 31 fdaR 2014 7

e "Most people do not have any of the documents sought by the Home Ministry to
fulfill citizenship criteria. These people came to India to escape persecution, with
barely any belongings. How will they provide documents?” Mr. Sarkar said.

ft WHR 7 g, "T[E HATAT gIRT U 7Y SXATAT SHTABI AN b U el g | T AT
A | T & T R 31T 9, 37 U HIS AR 161 AT, T 3 GXATao o gl

e Following reports from West Bengal, Schedule 1A of the CAA Rules was tweaked
on July 8, 2024, and the list of nine documents to prove that the applicant is a
national of Afghanistan, Bangladesh or Pakistan was expanded.

uf3m dmme 9 el Roief & a1e, cAA Al @t SrREEt 1A 3f 8 @S 2024 &1
TN foram T SR SMEIRT, SRATSRT T UTfhedT= &t AN Rig &4 ardt
9 GEITdSll &1 Gt &I fawad foa |

e The list was expanded to include any document issued by the State or Centre or
quasi-judicial authority in India identifying or representing the applicant or their
parents grandparents or great-grandparents as a national of these countries.

H HRA WRPR T I IWBR YT -1iyes wifkrewor g1 ol &is i

mﬁﬁmmw%ﬁmmﬁm i, greT-ardt a1 Werer-ward!
1 3 =1l BT ANTRD G 51|

e Processing applications: Anticipating non-cooperation in Opposition-ruled
States, the CAA Rules entrusted Central government officials, including from
Census Directorate, Postal Department, Railways, NIC, and Intelligence Bureau,
to process applications.
3Tde- ufehar: fauer-=nira Trsai I TgdiT 7 fird= @t SM1=i®T H1 ¢&d §Y, CAA
i 7 b5 TRHR & SHFRUBIIRAT G FRI0MAT FeRmey, S faUT, Yo, THesdt
3R GHaT &) B 3Mae Ufehar & forHeRT &l

e On April 2, Minister of State for Home Nityanand Rai said in the Rajya Sabha that
“thousands were granted citizenship”, while responding to Trinamool Congress
MP Sushmita Dev who claimed only 350 people got it.
2 30 &1, g ¥Toa Tt e I A I5aqUT J $5T o "gIRY Al Bl ARG T
S g, TalH JUIE SR Fidg iOdr g - &1 U1 [ Had 350 AN HI ARG
et g

e The Minister did not specify the number.
w3t 7 AP HE G aarg |

e The Act was mostly expected to benefit people in West Bengal and Assam as those
who had arrived from Pakistan had entered legally and possessed one of the
required citizenship documents.

Tg AT T U 9 Ui St 3R 3y & @RI &1 a1H Uga™ &1 S0eT 39l

www.patrioticias.in
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T, Fifch UTfhaT | ST ART ST U A YR H I I g A 3R 3% U
ARTRE T o forU SMTaeas gearae Ul

In West Bengal, most intended beneficiaries already have voter cards and other
identity documents.

a3 svre # i arvniial & 9T ugd | g1 Aaerar yga U SR o
UG GHITaW o

One of the criteria to avail citizenship under the CAA is that the applicant has to
declare that he or she is a foreigner.

CAA & Tgd ARG U $ T d T8 & [ 3Mded H1 A9on -1 gRit & a5 T
fae=ht g

The Pakistani applicants from the six non-Muslim communities would have been
eligible under the Citizenship Act, 1955 also after living in India for 11 years
continuously.

Ifpw ¥ 3T B8 R-YRaw G & rdgd YR H AR 11 ¥ @ &
e, AR T ffraw, 1955 & dgd it a1 81 oI |

The Ministry has refused to share information on how many people had either
applied or had been granted citizenship.

HATAY A U8 THPRI &1 A 599K fhar g i fa e A amaed fear o
AT T UTe &1 |

The Hindu filed a Right to Information Act application in June 2024.

g 8 A S 2024 © EAT BT AFUSR (RTI) SAFUTH & T84 3de

In September 2024, the Ministry refused to provide the information.

RrdeaR 2024 & HA00 A TSR 3 A TSR R 3|

An appeal was also filed with the Central Information Commission (CIC), which
hears appeals from applicants who have issues with RTI responses from Union
government authorities.

TH AUt 1t eI AT AT (CIC) H SRR DI TS, ST il IRBRY frprieai
ERT RTI TS} § 3RAIY 3MAcH! 3I sl &l gam |

The CIC’s Chief Commissioner Heeralal Samariya heard The Hindu's case on July 9.
CIC & B TG RTAT HHTNAT A & f§g & T B 9 FaATS B! AdTS Bl |

The RTI was limited to applications received on the indiancitizenshiponline.nic.in
portal, which is run by the Home Ministry as the entire process is online.

RTI ohddl indiancitizenshiponline.nic.in Ui R UK 3fae-! do wiid off, ford e
AT gRT GaTferd foham S g Fifer Ot ufehar Sifarg- |

The Ministry’s representative, Ram Dayal Meena, did not specifically dispute any of
The Hindu’'s arguments during the hearing, and when asked by the CIC if he wanted
to speak, declined to make any oral submissions.

HATET & U I gare o 3 Y4t & oRM ¢ fig & fbdl 9 &1 fakiy w0 d
Ted el b, 3R 99 CIC A YBT b 71 3 & Fe1 arel, dl S=1 Hifkasd 9 J
$o M Fg1 9 PR B e

A written response reiterated the Home Ministry’s earlier refusals, which simply
stated that the information was “not being maintained as desired by you”.

o forfad SR U [ WA & Yd STPR DI are<rdl 14T, S dad I &gl 11 fh
SR "3 ATHR AT 5 Bt o1 I 8" |
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NMC bars use of live
surgery broadcasts

.........................

The Hmdu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Live broadcasts should not
be used for promoting the
operating surgeon, hospi-
tal, or product brand, and
surgeons should not have a
financial or commercial in-
terest in the equipment or
devices used during sur-
gery or procedures, the Na-
tional Medical Commission
(NMC) has said in detailed
guidelines issued this week
to regulate the conduct
and broadcast of live
surgeries.

Issuing specific instruc-
tions for patient selection,
the commission said that
patients with high-risk pro-
cedures, incomplete inves-
tigations, or unusual anato-
my should not be included
in live broadcasts. Also, fi-
nancial incentives for par-
ticipation should not be
permitted. The process of
informed consent should
be conducted by the oper-
ating surgeon or team and
the patient has the right to
withdraw consent at any
time.

It added that live broad-
casts can be provided for
new procedures, while re-
cordings should be pre-
ferred for established pro-

The guidelines say patients with
high-risk procedures should not
be included in live broadcasts.

cedures or high-risk cases.

“Patients can be en-
rolled in insurance cover-
age to safeguard against
any unforeseen incidents.
However, patients should
be informed about the
availability and limitations
of this insurance. Any sur-
gery/procedure-related
complications should be
managed free of cost,” it
said. It added that during
surgery or procedures, the
operating doctor can
broadcast but should not
interact with the audience
to maintain focus on the
patient’s safety. “Relevant
step-wise live commentary
by an operating surgeon
can be permitted without
any two-way communica-
tion with the audience in
special situations,” the di-
rective stated.

NMC bars use of livesurgery
broadcastsfor promotional gain

TATHH! A TAIRTH® dTH & feasit &
TSd UARUN & SIAHT UR Ab TS

Guidelines on Live Surgery Broadcasts by NMC

TAUHHY gIRT |18 9 Joikt U9RYI R feenfadr

. Live broadcasts should not be used for promoting
the operating surgeon, hospital, or product brand, and
surgeons should not have a financial or commercial
interest in the equipment or devices used during surgery
or procedures, the National Medical Commission (NMC) has
said in detailed guidelines issued this week to regulate the
conduct and broadcast of live surgeries.

TITHA gRT 39 IwTe R} faega feznf~d=i & w1 mar &
& 1ga YR ®1 IUANT HelA, 3RUarTe a1 fHt Swg
§is & AR & g 81 foran s ifge, iR |ei o1 |oit
a1 ufshar # IUANT fPT T Iuwon a1 fEarsas # &S
faxia a1 e R =18 g afRel

. Issuing specific instructions for patient selection, the
commission said that patients with high-risk procedures,
incomplete investigations, or unusual anatomy should not
be included in live broadcasts.

el & T & fore fafdy fAder ot #wd gu, smaT A
Hel o Sa Sy areit ufsharsh, Sredt &g, a1 sRIr=y
RIS JFAT arel AR B d1gd TR A e T8t
far s =nfgu|

. Also, financial incentives for participation should
not be permitted.
a1y &, Hrfiert ¥ fore #1E fxira Wieare= srqHd =81 g =Rl
e The process of informed consent should be conducted by the operating surgeon
or team and the patient has the right to withdraw consent at any time.

gftra Jeafa $t ufthar TR $- ard Toi- a1 4 gR1 &1 91 91y, 8k
W &I fHdt o Iy sroit gewfa aud a1 &1 SifterR g4 Trfieu|

e It added that live broadcasts can be provided for new procedures, while
recordings should be preferred for established procedures or high-risk cases.
39H SsT 14T f 93 uftharet & fore arsa uRur &t srgufa & o I« 8, Jafe
wyTfud ufsparsit a1 3= SfEw ara arAel & fore RepifsT & urufirear & s
1T

o "Patients can be enrolled in insurance coverage to safeguard against any
unforeseen incidents. However, patients should be informed about the
availability and limitations of this insurance.

“TYell ot fpadt Wt SrucTiRrd gear | JR&m & forg diwr waver | xnfira fosar o
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THdT 8| gTaifp, T &l 39 ST B Iuesuar iR Jarsi & IR & g foan
ST ARl

Any surgery/procedure-related complications should be managed free of cost,”
it said.

fodt oft weisi/ufshan & wafta sifeaarst 1 s 1.3 fovar s a1y, a8
CaJRIEI

It added that during surgery or procedures, the operating doctor can broadcast
but should not interact with the audience to maintain focus on the patient’s
safety.

I8 iIST 741 {5 Heit ot ufehan & R, ST $3A aTaT Sigex YR 6
T g Aferd e=fe! & Ty Fraeia T8l S At afd w8 &t gRem ) =
SHgd T@r o 9|
“Relevant step-wise live commentary by an operating surgeon can be permitted
without any two-way communication with the audience in special situations,”
the directive stated.

“faRiy afefRuforal & SITaRfET Tei- gRT Wa il TRUI-gR-aR01 ATSd HHST B
3rafa &t S Fabdt B, Afp et & A1y HIE S)-aRwT Harg A8l g A1y, T8
e wer mm
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The West must follow France in

recognising Palestinian statehood
rance’s decision to recognise Palestinian
F statehood, in September, reflects Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron’s deep frustration
with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
over the ongoing war on Gaza, as well as his wil-
lingness to adopt a more pro-active and construc-
tive approach towards finding a durable solution.
Of the 193 members of the UN, 147, including In-
dia, China and Russia, have already recognised
the Palestinian state. But powerful western na-
tions, with close ties to Israel, have always
stopped short of granting official recognition
even if professing support for a two-state solu-
tion. But this position began to shift after the Ga-
za war in October 2023, with more European
countries taking formal steps towards its recogni-
tion. Last year, Spain, Ireland, Norway and Slove-
nia recognised Palestine’s independence. If Mr.
Macron follows through, France will be the first
G-7 member nation to do so. Such a move may
not have an immediate, direct impact on the
peace process. That more western European
countries are now ready to take irreversible mea-
sures in favour of Palestinian statehood, ignoring
strong opposition from Tel Aviv and Washington,
marks a clear change in sentiment towards one of
the modern world’s most contentious conflicts.
Mr. Macron’s announcement comes at a criti-
cal juncture for the Palestinians. The war has de-
vastated the enclave with confirmed deaths
reaching 60,000 in 21 months — roughly 2.5% of
its total population. In the West Bank, settler vio-
lence has displaced tens of thousands of Palesti-
nians. Israeli Ministers have openly threatened to
ethnically cleanse Gaza and annex the West
Bank. Images of starving and malnourished chil-
dren, which came out of Gaza last week, have
jolted global conscience. Even Israel’s closest al-
lies, including Britain, Canada and France, issued
a rare joint statement, urging Mr. Netanyahu to
“immediately end the humanitarian catas-
trophe”. Under mounting pressure, Israel has an-
nounced ‘tactical pauses’ in its attacks. But this is
far from sufficient. What Gaza urgently needs is a
complete end to the bombings and shelling, and
the full opening of its borders to humanitarian
aid. Given that pressure is the only language Is-
rael appears to understand, and with the Donald
Trump presidency showing no willingness to ap-
ply it, Europe must do more. Efforts to end the
war, which in terms of mass killings, devastation
and displacement is comparable to the 1948-49
Nakba, must be accompanied by initiatives to en-
sure that such a catastrophe is never repeated.
There should be concrete measures from the in-
ternational community to pursue a durable polit-
ical solution, which is the two-state solution. The
first step in that direction is the recognition of
Palestinian independence and statehood. France
has promised to join, though belatedly, most
member-countries of the UN in the statehood
push. Other nations in the West must follow.

w@E

9]

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

State for the stateless

fAfRd & forg ver wr=a

The West must follow France in recognising Palestinian statehood

ﬁﬁﬁmmmmﬁaﬁwﬂwﬂﬂmﬁwﬁ

France’s Recognition of Palestinian Statehood

ig gRT ffeRdi- I B A=ar

. France's decision to recognise Palestinian statehood, in September,
reflects President Emmanuel Macron’s deep frustration with Israeli Prime

Minister Benjamin Netanyahu over the ongoing war on Gaza, as well as his
willingness to adopt a more pro-active and constructive approach towards

finding a durable solution.
RrdaR @ Wi g1 fisferedi=ht Irsa Y \r=gen &1 iy gl sAgea #mt

DI ST H T T8 & DI bR SoRTSall YUHHAT STIfie Aa=arg 9 16t
ARTERT SR e RITH AU T & g afera 3R Ta-Tes efdaior
T P AR Y &=l B
. Of the 193 members of the UN, 147, including India, China and
Russia, have already recognised the Palestinian state.

& 193 HG &= # ¥ 147, o7 WRE, 99 3R ¥4 W1Hd &, ugal
ﬁﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁmﬁwéﬂﬁa%

But powerful western nations, with close ties to Israel, have always

stopped short of granting official recognition even if professing support for
a two-state solution.

AP ITRTSE | U Tt T ard e ufdedt 3 vot € -wrey
I o1 99T o g, R off I shuener wr=aar 39 | ga=m fid ged

e But this position began to shift after the Gaza war in October 2023, with more
European countries taking formal steps towards its recognition.

A Sfagar

2023 ¥ TSI g & o1¢ I8 U sgem @fl, ok aifdres gRvdig 3=t 3

O AT ¢4 o1 femn H situ=nies eH IoTu|

e Last year, Spain, Ireland, Norway and Slovenia recognised Palestine’s
independence.
fUed 99 W, JRRds, ATd 3R Fardfar A s &t s & aw=a @

e If Mr. Macron follows through, France will be the first G-7 member nation to do so.
afg At 3o ol TR 3 S €, A Wi U1 R a1l Ul G-7 TG 3T S|

e Such a move may not have an immediate, direct impact on the peace process.
T FHeH Jifa uferar IR g 3R Weaes UuTd et S1at T

e That more western European countries are now ready to take irreversible
measures in favour of Palestinian statehood, ignoring strong opposition from Tel
Aviv and Washington, marks a clear change in sentiment.

Tg a & sa 31fie ufndt gridia 3=r 9« ordfta ok aTiRired & &8 fajly &

ToR3faTS HRd gU fihferdi= Trsa 3t ar=rar & uer & sraf¥ad-a $eu oM &
IR &, T ¥ YIS IRad ! axIfdl g
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Mr. Macron’s announcement comes at a critical juncture for the Palestinians.

#wi o1 grvun fisfersdifral & fig Te forfae A W o &)

The war has devastated the enclave with confirmed deaths reaching 60,000 in 21
months — roughly 2.5% of its total population.

g5 - 39 &9 DI qaTg o o g, ford 21 9@ A 60,000 T4 g5 € — o @
ST BT ATHT 2.5% 3|

In the West Bank, settler violence has displaced tens of thousands of Palestinians.
A% 9% T 9gd) guTae fFr & HRU geR) el 5t SwR ST usT 8|
Israeli Ministers have openly threatened to ethnically cleanse Gaza and annex the
West Bank.

SRS HIFGT 7 TS | ST GBIl H34 3R 3% 9 &1 g+ # fie &
AU YBT3

Images of starving and malnourished children, which came out of Gaza last week,
have jolted global conscience.

el ¥ fUse e IA o8 Y& iR puiver @ fifsd s=i &t awdiRl A s
SERTHT B FHFR T 3|

Even Israel’s closest allies, including Britain, Canada and France, issued a rare joint
statement, urging Mr. Netanyahu to “immediately end the humanitarian
catastrophe”.

gl d o fares, TSt 3R Wi o IURISd & Blal Heaiiml 7 off uh gy
YT A SR B AdATg | "gRd AT TSI AT HRA" DI Ahd Bl |
Under mounting pressure, Israel has announced ‘tactical pauses’ in its attacks.
d¢d <aTd & dF, FURTSE A 301 g9l H "Yurifae favm &) 9o &t g |

But this is far from sufficient.

dfe a8 ot T8 8|

What Gaza urgently needs is a complete end to the bombings and shelling, and
the full opening of its borders to humanitarian aid.

o1 Y IPTd ATIRIPT ¢ [ THART 3R MR} T @8 | §¢ 8 3R Iqa!
AT AT e @ forg gt ave @ @t S|

Given that pressure is the only language Israel appears to understand, and with
the Donald Trump presidency showing no willingness to apply it, Europe must
do more.

Jfs U I § o SORISE Pad gard DI UTYT JHFAT §, 3R SIHTeS ¢U Bt
Tgufa ug A ST HIS Hbd a1 Fa &, ST g1 BT 3R Sifires = g
Efforts to end the war, which in terms of mass killings, devastation and
displacement is comparable to the 1948-49 Nakba, must be accompanied by
initiatives to ensure that such a catastrophe is never repeated.

U & B AT B & TN, Sl FTHER, daTe! R fawTa= & Ama § 1948-49
& ThdT ol R & JHM €, & WY U5 YA B B it uge g1 =nieq fob Tt
AT QIRTAT Y
There should be concrete measures from the international community to pursue a
durable political solution, which is the two-state solution.

YT &1 3R ¥ T WA ISP THTUH, T GI-3T FHIYUT 6
3 §gH & foTU S HgH ISTT W1+ T
The first step in that direction is the recognition of Palestinian independence and
statehood.

= foun & ugen seH g fpfora= Tad=dr 3k I &t /1=t
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e France has promised to join, though belatedly, most member-countries of the UN
in the statehood push.
Wil A gTefifes &R &, i i 1T T 71=aa1 $1 Ugd § WY AP P AUHI™ e
30T & WY Y 1 arer fpar g

e Other nations in the West must follow.

3= U3} A=m o 1 SABT SFERUT HRAT TR
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Clearing the air on citizenship’ in Bihar poll roll revision

t is fundamental that unless a person is a
citizen of India he cannot be an elector.
Consequently, he cannot become a
legislator also. Therefore, it is very
surprising that some seasoned politicians have
raised objections to the Election Commission of
India (ECI)’s Special Intensive Revision of
electoral rolls in Bihar (where Assembly elections
are expected shortly) that citizenship should not
be verified. It only demonstrates that they have
absolutely no knowledge of the Constitution and
the working of the system. Article 324 of the
Constitution provides that the “superintendence,
direction and control of the preparation of
Electoral roll and the conduct of all elections ...
shall vest” in the Election Commission. The
preparation of electoral rolls is a continuous
process, and is revised from time to time
irrespective of there being elections or no
elections (Lakshmi Charan Sen and Ors Etc vs
A.K.M. Hassan Uzzaman and Ors. Elc., AIR 1985 SC
1233).

Clarity on being a citizen

Article 326 of the Constitution of India provides
that “the Elections to the House of People and the
Legislature of every State shall be on the basis of
adult suffrage, that is to say, every person who is
a citizen of India and who is not less than 18 years
of age in such State, as may be fixed in that
behalf, by or under any law made by the
appropriate legislature and is not otherwise
disqualified under this Constitution or any Law
made by the appropriate Legislature” on certain
grounds. Therefore, it is clear that unless a
person is a citizen of India, he is not entitled to be
registered as a voter in any election.

Pursuant to the enabling provisions,
Parliament enacted The Representation of The
People Act, 1950, which deals with the
preparation of electoral rolls and delimitation.
The Preamble to the 1950 Act reads as follows:
“An Act to provide the allocation of seats in, and
the delimitation of constituencies for the purpose
of election to, the House of the People and the
Legislatures of States, the qualifications of voters
at such elections, the preparation of electoral
rolls, the manner of filling seats in the Council of
States to be filled by representatives of Union
territories, and matters connected therewith.”

Part-IIA of the 1950 Act deals with the Officers
of the Commission which includes Electoral
Registration Officers and Assistant Electoral
Registration Officers. Part-IIB deals with Electoral
Rolls for Parliamentary Constituencies and
Part-1II deals with Electoral Rolls for Assembly
constituencies.

Section 15 of the 1950 Act deals with
preparation of Electoral Rolls for every
Constituency under the superintendence,
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direction and control of the Election
Commission. Section 16 of the 1950 Act deals with
disqualifications for registration in an Electoral
Roll, and in specific, Section 16(1)(a) provides that
if a person is not a Citizen of India, he shall be
disqualified for being registered as a voter.
Further, Section 16(2) provides that the name of
the person who is so disqualified, even if
registered, shall be struck off from the electoral
rolls. Besides this, Section 20 of the 1950 Act also
provides who is “ordinarily resident” in a
constituency. Section 21 deals with preparation
and revision of electoral rolls, while Section 22
deals with correction of entries in electoral rolls.
Section 23 deals with the inclusion of names in
electoral rolls, and Section 24 provides that if
anybody is aggrieved by an order of inclusion or
exclusion, they can prefer an appeal to the
authority referred to in the Section.

The only period during which no amendment,
transposition or deletion is permitted, is referred
to under Section 23(3) of the 1950 Act, which
provides that no amendment, transposition,
deletion or inclusion, shall be made after the last
date for making the nominations for an election
in that constituency.

Therefore, it is fundamental that unless a
person is a citizen of India, their name cannot be
included in the electoral roll. And if it is
erroneously included, it can be deleted under the
provisions, as stated above.

Under the duties of the Election Commission
In fact, it is the duty of the ECI to verify whether
the name of any non-citizen has been included in
an electoral roll, if a complaint or doubt in this
regard has been raised. In fact, to put it
otherwise, the ECI or its officers, have no
jurisdiction to include a non-citizen’s name in the
electoral roll; if it is so, it is null and void.
Therefore, if an application is made for inclusion
or a complaint is received that a non-citizen’s
name is included in the electoral roll, it is the
duty of the ECI to conduct an inquiry as
necessary to ensure that non-citizens’ names are
rejected and deleted from the list. If the ECI fails
to do so, it would be failing in its constitutional
duty and the purpose for which the power has
been granted under Articles 324 and 326 would
be defeated.

In the same line, if you probe further, tobe a
Member of the Legislative Assembly or a Member
of Parliament, one has to be a voter in a
constituency; if he is not a citizen of India, he
cannot be a member of Parliament or a State
Legislature. In fact, Article 102 of the Constitution
provides for disqualification of membership of
either House of Parliament, while Article 191
provides the same for a State Legislature. It is
very clear under Article 102(1)(d) that a person

“shall be disqualified for being chosen as and for
being a member of either House of Parliament, if
he is not a citizen of India, or has voluntarily
acquired the citizenship of a foreign State or if he
is under acknowledgment of allegiance or
adherence to a foreign State”. Article 191, which
applies to the State Legislature, also provides the
same. If someone contends that a non-citizen
would be a voter, they are also contending that a
non-citizen can be a member of Legislature,
which is nothing but absurd.

Therefore, if questioned, one has to prove to
the satisfaction of the authority, thatheisa
citizen of India, and that he satisfies the
provisions of The Citizenship Act, 1955. Though
Section 7A of the 1955 Act provides for the
registration of overseas citizens in India, Section
7B(2) of the said Act clearly provides that an
Overseas citizen of India Cardholder shall not be
entitled to the rights conferred on the citizens of
India with regard to the registration of a voter.

Therefore, the constitutional and statutory
scheme clearly provides that unless a person is a
citizen of India, his name cannot be included in
the electoral roll. And even if he is included, the
authority of the ECI can order deletion of their
name under Section 16(2) of the 1950 Act.

It is relevant to note the decision of the
Supreme Court of India (reported in Dr. Yogesh
Bhardwaj vs State Of U.P. And Ors, 1990 3 SCC
355), which dealt with admission in a medical
college. In the said judgment, it has been
observed in paragraph 20 that it is only lawful
residence that can be taken into account, and if a
man stays in a country in breach of immigration
laws, his presence there does not constitute
ordinary residence.

The Aadhaar card and citizenship

One more issue which has to be dealt with is
whether any person who has an Aadhaar card
can be a citizen of India. A reading of the
provisions of The Aadhaar (Targeted Delivery of
Financial and Other Subsidies, Benefits and
Services) Act, 2016, in particular, Section 9,
clearly provides that the “Aadhaar Number or the
Authentication thereof, shall not, by itself, confer
any right of, or be proof of, citizenship or
domicile in respect of the Aadhaar number
holder”. Section 3 of the Act, which deals with
enrolment, only provides that “every resident
shall be entitled to obtain an Aadhaar number by
submitting his demographic and biometric
information by undergoing the process of
enrolment”. Therefore, mere possession of an
Aadhaar card is not proof of citizenship, and
despite the constitutional requirements, if the
names of foreigners are retained in the electoral
roll, the rolls to that extent would be void ab
initio.

Clearing the air on ‘citizenship’ in Bihar poll roll

revision

fogR wagrar usitas Sene ¥ ARG ar aR yifadl &1 g7
BT

Citizenship and Voter Eligibility in India

YR A AR 3R AdSrdT ursar

e Itis fundamental that unless a person is a citizen of India he cannot be an elector.

U8 Ty ¢ 5 o6 O PIs A1 HRE BT ARRS el 81, I8 el Ta] 8 g

e Consequently, he cannot become a legislator also.

gRumaey, g8 faumra® +i 781 a9 G|
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Therefore, it is very surprising that some seasoned politicians have raised objections
to the Election Commission of India (ECI)’s Special Intensive Revision of electoral
rolls in Bihar (where Assembly elections are expected shortly) that citizenship
should not be verified.

TYeTT U8 9gd &3 H3 aTa a1d ¢ b $o rgyd! IsAdareil 7 HRd fHatae smanT
(ECI) R fa8R (5t faeum =yt g911d See 819 ald &) § Aaerar girdl & =iy g+
ANEIUT IR U5 SMTUTRI TS o ARG T SIS d a1 g1+ 1oy

It only demonstrates that they have absolutely no knowledge of the Constitution
and the workin% of the system.

;EWE{Q]W f I Wfaem iR yurrelt & FrHS™ 1 T @RE A THBR! T8l
|

Article 324 of the Constitution provides that the “superintendence, direction and
control of the preparation of Electoral roll and the conduct of all elections ...
shall vest” in the Election Commission.

AU BT SI55G 324 TG UG Bl § [ “FAATal BT qddefur, = ok
=T Tyt fatae Ammaed 9t daRt... $1 SR gAa1a ST & Fid 5

The preparation of electoral rolls is a continuous process, and is revised from
time to time irrespective of there being elections or no elections.

AaGIaT G @t daR Te AR uferan § 3iR S 99g-999 R SR oo s
g dR gAd gt ar A gl |

Clarity on being a citizen

RIS g1 B TWydr

Article 326 of the Constitution of India provides that “the Elections to the House of
People and the Legislature of every State shall be on the basis of adult
suffrage... every person who is a citizen of India and who is not less than 18
years of age...”

AT BT TG 326 Tg AU Hdl § [ “THHAUT R TS I B
AU YT & FA19 996 HATRIGR & SATUR W §i9... X 98 fad ol HIRd BT
AR B SR ot smg 18 ¥ A FA T &Y.,

Therefore, it is clear that unless a person is a citizen of India, he is not entitled to be
registered as a voter in any election.

oY I8 WY 3 % OId a0 PIs Afd] HIRd BT ANINS g giar, 8 foft +ft g &
HagIal & 49 § Usiigpd g1 &7 SfUPR 51 3@l

Pursuant to the enabling provisions, Parliament enacted The Representation of The
People Act, 1950, which deals with the preparation of electoral rolls and
delimitation.

& UGyl & AR, 96 A o ufafafeea siferfra, 1950 uilkd fovan, St wagrar
gfral #t dur iR Hwie J Isfid g
The Preamble to the 1950 Act reads: “An Act to provide the allocation of seats
in... the qualifications of voters... the preparation of electoral rolls...”

1950 AR Pt YT & foran 3: “Te iftfeaw ot Wiel & endeH... aaeransit
B gRgarsfl... Fagrar gl $t a9 96ld )

Part-llA of the 1950 Act deals with the Officers of the Commission including
Electoral Registration Officers and Assistant Electoral Registration Officers.

1950 TAFTH BT URT-1IA JTANT P SRS, S AASAT GsitpRor AfUBRY 3R
TETI® Gl UolideuT SAfBRY, I aifid 3|
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Part-1IB deals with Electoral Rolls for Parliamentary Constituencies and Part-Ill
with Electoral Rolls for Assembly constituencies.

YTT-11B H WSy fAatas &= &Y aaerar gfeay sl urr-n & =y fRafas
&Y B Aaerar g ¥ Tefid urayH g

Section 15 of the 1950 Act deals with preparation of Electoral Rolls for every
Constituency under the superintendence, direction and control of the Election
Commission.

1950 3T Y YRT 15 & d8d &R FHafeq & & e Aagrar gt @1 dars
AT AT & wfaeror, R ok fdsor & & ol 31

Section 16(1)(a) provides that if a person is not a Citizen of India, he shall be
disqualified for being registered as a voter.

YRT 16(1)(a) I WAL Il & [P AfE B Ao HRA BT ANTRS 81 §, dl I8
Hagrdl & =4 ¥ Usitgd g1 & frg 3w g

Section 16(2) provides that the name of such a disqualified person, even if
registered, shall be struck off from the electoral rolls.

YTRT 16(2) T8 P & b afe HIS sty =afey, dofipd B, o ST A1 HeAgTar Gt
¥ ger fear smem|

Section 20 provides who is “ordinarily resident” in a constituency.

YRT 20 T Ig T 71 3§ fob B4 afet fobeht FMafe &= &1 ~amwr=a fawft giar g
Section 21 deals with preparation and revision of electoral rolls.

¢RT 21 WeIeTal Gl $T aar 3R GAer 9 Iefid 31

Section 22 deals with correction of entries in electoral rolls.

IR 22 HaeTaT At # ufafdal § gur I Jafed 31

Section 23 deals with the inclusion of names in electoral rolls.

YRT 23 HSaT Gt § ATHT &1 Tfwfera w1 @t uftear § Fefa 1

Section 24 provides that if anybody is aggrieved by an order of inclusion or
exclusion, they can prefer an appeal to the designated authority.

YRT 24 T I8 UI9YM ¢ b 3¢ PIs Al ATH AFRITTd 9T §eTg 9 & e d
Y &, 1 a8 FHuta mRER & Twear st o= ¥dhar 5|

The only period during which no amendment, transposition or deletion is
permitted, is under Section 23(3), i.e., after the last date for making nominations.
$ad U A § Sfd T, RITHRT a1 fIeus &) i 76l 8t — 98 & URT
23(3) & 3icld, Srufq A @1 Sifaw fafy & a1

Therefore, it is fundamental that unless a person is a citizen of India, their name
cannot be included in the electoral roll.

ST I8 JaUd § b o1d 0 Bls Afad R BT AN o] oidl, ITbT 14
Tderar gt | XA T8 fhar o el

And if it is erroneously included, it can be deleted under the provisions mentioned
above.

3R TG IHPT 14 Terdl A A H foran 71 Y, @ S SIS Wrayl & dgd
FCTT o ¥l 3|

Under the duties of the Election Commission

AT T & ol & Siaia

In fact, it is the duty of the ECI to verify whether the name of any non-citizen has
been included in an electoral roll, if a complaint or doubt in this regard has been
raised.
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IRad H, Ife 39 ey d DI RIS/ a1 ddg o[ 1 81 al g-1a TR (ECI) HT I8
Hdd ¢ [ 98 T8 oig B & ol IWR-ARR &1 A Wagrar gt 7 wnfire far m
RG]

In fact, to put it otherwise, the ECI or its officers, have no jurisdiction to include a
non-citizen’s name in the electoral roll; if it is so, it is null and void.

IRdd H, gOR Weal H g al EC1 AT I RSN fhft IR-ARTRS &1 11 Heegrar
At & A FA & o iR &7 51 @, afe T foran man &, f 98 [ o
S[HT BT

Therefore, if an application is made for inclusion or a complaint is received that a
non-citizen’s name is included in the electoral roll, it is the duty of the ECI to
conduct an inquiry as necessary to ensure that non-citizens’ names are rejected
and deleted from the list.

Tufer, afe; et AR-AMRS® & 8 o) 2fAa v & e 3mae fovan Srar g an
fRIeTad I gt & for 39T 1 wagrar gt | =M 8, O I8 ECI &1 i ¢ [ a8
MAIHATIR Wi HX 3R AT HX fob -AWRen] & 7 &) Wit iR gern
Vig |

If the ECI fails to do so, it would be failing in its constitutional duty and the
purpose for which the power has been granted under Articles 324 and 326 would
be defeated.

g ECI U1 He § fawd 351 €, df 98 39 WauTfe wdar d fawa T Sem
3R 3rTedq 324 3R 326 & d8d <t TS Vo BT Ie=T fawat g1 e

In the same line, if you probe further, to be a Member of the Legislative Assembly
or a Member of Parliament, one has to be a voter in a constituency; if he is not a
citizen of India, he cannot be a member of Parliament or a State Legislature.

S HA T A 3T 3R TTERTS ¥ o, o faemT gt e 1 Wike 8- & fore sfda
%! forelt Fratae &= &1 waeran 811 T1fie; afe 98 WRd &1 AR 781 5, df 98
RIS 91 ¥y fAUTHSd o1 e g! o bl

In fact, Article 102 of the Constitution provides for disqualification of membership
of either House of Parliament, while Article 191 provides the same for a State
Legislature.

aRad B, WY $T Srgede 102 T4 F fHft 1} Fa Y awaar Y s &
e BRa1 3, el 3rgsde 191 T&! WIau ey fauHsd & g axar g

It is very clear under Article 102(1)(d) that a person “shall be disqualified for being
chosen as and for being a member of either House of Parliament, if he is not a
citizen of India, or has voluntarily acquired the citizenship of a foreign State or if
he is under acknowledgment of allegiance or adherence to a foreign State”.

g 3¢ 102(1)(d) & 3iiid WY § % afe 5 aafaq WRa &1 ARTRS 81 3, A
I =T ¥ faesht I1ea ot AnTiRedr Ui o ot ¢ a1 98 fag=ht wea & ufa fAmran
AT WHR IR TG 5, dl I8 4G & bt ot 9e &1 v =81 a4 wavar|

Article 191, which applies to the State Legislature, also provides the same.

TG 191, 51 Iy fAurHed W AF ST 3, 98 TaU HRar 2|

If someone contends that a non-citizen would be a voter, they are also contending
that a non-citizen can be a member of Legislature, which is nothing but absurd.

Al BIE I8 a9 a1 § % U AR-ANR® Aaerdn 81 Iohar 8, i 9g 78 W ab S w8
% - fAurHea &1 T o 8 9o g, o i I aRe sRiva g |
Therefore, if questioned, one has to prove to the satisfaction of the authority, that
he is a citizen of India, and that he satisfies the provisions of The Citizenship Act,
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1955.

e, afe Uy a1 8, @ e &1 wifreor 5t Harvee €U A 98 Rig v
BT fh 98 YR BT AN ¢ 3R a8 ARTRST SARINGH, 1955 & WUl &1 @
AT

Though Section 7A of the 1955 Act provides for the registration of overseas
citizens in India, Section 7B(2) of the said Act clearly provides that an Overseas
Citizen of India Cardholder shall not be entitled to the rights conferred on the
citizens of India with regard to the registration of a voter.

BTt 1955 SfUfH Bt URT 7A URA H fae=ht Aamiiel & ushiwror &t srafd ot
&, b YRT 7B(2) TT FU I T8 TNl ¢ b HRA & YARN ARG FISYRS D!
HAGIAT & FU H USRI o HYBR gl f3T S|

Therefore, the constitutional and statutory scheme clearly provides that unless a
person is a citizen of India, his name cannot be included in the electoral roll.

STy, AL 3R uTfres GISHT WY U J U5 UGy PRl § fob &1el deb blg
] HIRT BT ARTRS 51 &, IUDT ATH HaQTdT LT & A 81 fobar o qobd|
And even if he is included, the authority of the ECI can order deletion of their name
under Section 16(2) of the 1950 Act.

3R gfe I8 fad &= i ferm mar 8, at 1950 SIfUfaw #1 URT 16(2) & T8 ECI Y
IDBT A1 §eH BT SHUPR 5|

It is relevant to note the decision of the Supreme Court of India (reported in Dr.
Yogesh Bhardwaj vs State Of U.P. And Ors, 1990 3 SCC 355), which dealt with
admission in a medical college.

I8 I § fob WA & Haled qrITed &1 U ol (o i ST a1 HRgre
FTH IR WS ISY, 1990 3 SCC 355 H FdTdT 1) AfSHd Pprotel A U= ¥ Jafda
YTl

In the said judgment, it has been observed in paragraph 20 that it is only lawful
residence that can be taken into account, and if a man stays in a country in breach
of immigration laws, his presence there does not constitute ordinary residence.

39 fofa & 3rgede 20 T U8 F81 T § foh Hadt I fHary &1 & arar & o
Tl 8, 3R Tl PIE cfckT YT BTAI BT Seed B fhdl 3% H |l 8,
I U P A= Frar gt AT 1 e |

The Aadhaar card and citizenship

SMYR BTs MR ANTRDT

One more issue which has to be dealt with is whether any person who has an
Aadhaar card can be a citizen of India.

T 3R eI 7% ¢ 6 o1 313 ol e U SMyR $TS 8, 98 YIRd &1 ANTR®
HIHT S obdll &

A reading of the provisions of The Aadhaar (Targeted Delivery of Financial and
Other Subsidies, Benefits and Services) Act, 2016, in particular, Section 9, clearly
provides that the “Aadhaar Number or the Authentication thereof, shall not, by
itself, confer any right of, or be proof of, citizenship or domicile” in respect of
the Aadhaar number holder.

YR (fahia ofk o wfeSt, wrw ofk Taren Y wféa feiad) sifufaw, 2016
P YRT 9 I8 WE ¥ Y FaTdl ¢ &5 "AMUR H=T a1 IHBT YHTONBRT, 394 F,
AN T a1 fard &1 #1% ifierR 7Y a1 3R 7 8 3T yHIur giar 3" |
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e Section 3 of the Act, which deals with enrolment, only provides that “every resident
shall be entitled to obtain an Aadhaar number by submitting his demographic and
biometric information by undergoing the process of enrolment”.

ST BT 4R 3, S ATHIG ¥ &fed §, Had I8 JdKd! & [ "8 Ry R
AT &1 Ufohal I b S(UAT SITHIRSTB I 3R IRNAfe® ST Shr SMUR T_

T R GhaT " |

e Therefore, mere possession of an Aadhaar card is not proof of citizenship, and
despite the constitutional requirements, if the names of foreigners are retained in
the electoral roll, the rolls to that extent would be void ab initio.

3T, Pad YR PTS BT T ANTRSB T BT YAV 8] 5, 3R afe daenfe
STaRgHarsil & sravig AR/ & AT Aagar el 7 W 9 §, O 98 It 39 W
% WY & ¥ 3/ gt

Understanding Russia’s Taliban gauntlet

n July 3, 2025, the Russian Foreign
0 Ministry announced the recognition of

the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA)
government, representing the culmination of
Russia’s recent overtures toward the Taliban. This
followed the decision to upgrade diplomatic ties
and officially accredit the Taliban’s new
ambassador, Gul Hassan, to Moscow. Now that
the IEA flag is flying over the Afghan Embassy in
Moscow, questions remain about the rationale
behind Russia’s choice to legitimise the Taliban
regime.

A change, two decades later

Moscow's eagerness to cultivate diplomatic
relations with the Taliban government stands in
stark contrast to Russia’s approach to the IEA’s
first iteration from 1996 to 2001. At that time, the
Taliban were seen as hostile towards Russia.
Moscow did not acknowledge their government
and was forced to wind down its diplomatic
presence in Afghanistan in 1997. Further, Russia
provided military assistance to the Northern
Alliance and helped its Central Asian allies
stabilise the situation along the Afghan border
against the terrorist threat.

Complicating matters further, the Taliban, in
2000, recognised the Chechen Republic of
Ichkeria as an independent state and urged the
Muslim world to declare a holy war on Russia to
force it to stop its counter-terrorist operation in
Chechnya. With an estimated 2,500 Chechen
militants undergoing training in
Taliban-controlled territories, Moscow
considered launching “preventive strikes” on
terrorist camps in Afghanistan.

In this context, it was unsurprising that Russia
joined forces with the United States to adopt the
United Nations’ sanctions against the Taliban and
provided logistical support to the U.S.-led
Operation Enduring Freedom, which was
launched after 9/11. In 2003, the Taliban were
included in the Russian list of terrorist
organisations.

As the international counter-terrorism mission
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Questions still
remain about
the rationale
behind
Moscow’s choice
to legitimise the
Taliban regime

in Afghanistan reached an impasse and the U.S.
began to consider withdrawal, Moscow
established unofficial contacts with the Taliban
through its closer engagement with Pakistan in
the early 2010s. This enabled Russia to protect its
security interests in Afghanistan (with a focus on
ensuring the safety of Russian citizens),
collaborating against the Islamic State Khorasan
Province (IS-K) and combating drug trafficking.

Additionally, in a balance act between the
Afghan government and the Taliban, Russia
stepped up its diplomatic efforts to position itself
as a venue for resolving the Afghan crisis. Despite
being blacklisted by the UN and outlawed in
Russia, the Taliban representatives were invited
to participate in the Moscow Format and
intra-Afghan conferences, as Russia attempted to
increase its own regional influence and edge the
U.S. out from Afghanistan.

With the Taliban’s takeover of Kabul in August
2021, even as many other countries evacuated
diplomatic personnel amid the lingering turmoil,
the Russian Embassy in Kabul remained in
operation — Moscow remained confident that the
Taliban are capable of putting things in good
order. Despite Russia’s good rapport with the
Taliban’s dispensation, the persistent instability
in Afghanistan has severely compromised its
security interests, with terrorist attacks against
the Russian Embassy in Kabul in September 2022
and the Crocus City Hall in Moscow in March
2024, purportedly carried out by the IS-K. There
has been no meaningful progress in the economic
projects either, though the Russian authorities
continue to harbour hopes that Afghanistan will
emerge as a conduit for Russian exports to South
and Southeast Asia.

The basis

Russia’s official recognition of the IEA
government reflects Moscow’s conviction that the
Taliban are “an objective reality” and the only
political force capable of controlling power in
Afghanistan. This is further reinforced by the
perception of the Taliban as Russia’s “allies in

Understanding Russia’s Taliban gauntlet

& B aIfera™ gl B FHSAT

Recognition of the Taliban Regime by Russia

T GRT dIferaT MHA &1 AT

countering terrorism”, which seemingly laid the
foundation for their de-listing in April 2025. It
should be noted though that the Russian
Supreme Court only suspended the ban on the
Taliban activities, and the grouping is still on the
Russian unified federal list of terrorist
organisations. This suggests that the Russian
security apparatus is not fully convinced by the
Taliban’s track record in combating terrorism,
leaving scope to reverse the decision if the
alliance with the Taliban proves to be a false
dawn.

The IEA’s recognition is a symbolic gesture that
does not bring Russia any immediate benefits and
does not guarantee any upgrade to Moscow’s
position in Afghanistan or the wider region.
While some Russian officials are insisting on
supporting the Taliban, including “arming them”,
it remains to be seen how far Moscow is willing to
go and whether the joint fight against the IS-K will
yield tangible results.

As Russia has set a precedent by recognising
the IEA, some Central Asian states and even
China may well follow suit, especially given that
the Taliban’s expectations of their partners will
certainly increase. Moscow’s free pass to the
Taliban regarding the inclusivity of their
government, as well as women’s and minority
rights, may become a new template for other
regional players who will prioritise pragmatism
over value-based approach.

Ties with India

India will unlikely be seriously affected by the
Russian move. New Delhi has fostered its own
incremental improvement in diplomatic ties with
the Taliban, having recently found common
ground with them on the issue of terrorism in
Kashmir. It is likely that New Delhi will keep up
diplomatic communications, trade and
humanitarian cooperation with the IEA, without
deviating from its stance on the legitimacy issue.
Engagement without formal recognition still
seems to be the likely trajectory of India’s
Afghanistan policy.

e OnJuly 3, 2025, the Russian Foreign Ministry announced the recognition of the
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA) government, representing the culmination of

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page48


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

T TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

Russia’s recent overtures toward the Taliban.

3 AT 2025 ! &I fI=T HATAT - SRATHS TARTA ST GBI (IEA)
WHR BT AT B HIV0T B, T 7 BT e & Ui giierdr ugd o1 uivony 3|
This followed the decision to upgrade diplomatic ties and officially accredit the
Taliban’s new ambassador, Gul Hassan, to Moscow.

P 91G & - IS Faell B IAT B IR qlfera & U IAoigd el g DI
AP § SMRISTRS A A &1 o foram|

Now that the IEA flag is flying over the Afghan Embassy in Moscow, questions
remain about the rationale behind Russia’s choice to legitimize the Taliban regime.

31d SIS IEA BT ST ARD! & WA gaTaTd R T8I 38T 6, I8 9ald 3od1 § 1o
G 3 AIfEH 9 o) 94 DT B BT T dob 3T B |

A change, two decades later

3 P! d1¢ IGAd

Moscow's eagerness to cultivate diplomatic relations with the Taliban government
stands in stark contrast to Russia’s approach to the IEA’s first iteration from 1996 to
2001.

I Pt AN IRBR & Y AP A RATUT B Dt SIH T [Sepd AU
8 3BT 1996 F 2001 BT IEA BT Ugelt W1 & Ul 9 & |

At that time, the Taliban were seen as hostile towards Russia.

I Y ATE &1 o & Ui 1ot {1 ST 47|

Moscow did not acknowledge their government and was forced to wind down its
diplomatic presence in Afghanistan in 1997.

T A I WPR B WIHR ol 1601 3R 1997 H SAGINRAT & S0 IS
TS T HRAT US|

Further, Russia provided military assistance to the Northern Alliance and helped its
Central Asian allies stabilise the situation along the Afghan border against the
terrorist threat.

3% JHfaRad, ™9 3 AT A B! A= JeHdT <l 3R 377 Aeay uhRErs

T &1 Aag ¥ I YA R TadpdTel Wax & Raarh Rufd & fRR faan
Complicating matters further, the Taliban, in 2000, recognised the Chechen Republic
of Ichkeria as an independent state and urged the Muslim world to declare a holy
war on Russia to force it to stop its counter-terrorist operation in Chechnya.

fufa 1 3R Sfedt 9 & g, a1feraT™ 3 2000 A A= TURTSY FIBRAT H! W
ST & U & A1 & 3R Sxart gian & 1 & fGare s 3t 9o =7 o1
HET 1P I8 T IT=AT | 3fTdieparg fAaRieh H1ears AP & forg 7R 8|

With an estimated 2,500 Chechen militants undergoing training in Taliban-
controlled territories, Moscow considered launching “preventive strikes” on
terrorist camps in Afghanistan.

S ST 2,500 T SUATG Ao afAd & & UfRieor o I3 ¥, a9 ARl 4
IHIFAEE § STdpars) fRifaRt wR “fFarRe® gwa” W faar faan

In this context, it was unsurprising that Russia joined forces with the United States to
adopt the United Nations’ sanctions against the Taliban and provided logistical
support to the U.S.-led Operation Enduring Freedom.

g deu # T8 snydoHe T8l o1 fh T 3 gad g 3T & A1y firaee arfera™
& R WY Y B YIS SGRIT B ST 3R Operation Enduring Freedom
o YR giaemd ueH |
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In 2003, the Taliban were included in the Russian list of terrorist organisations.
2003 ¥, dIfTaT ! = 1 ATAPATG! FTSI &I Gl H e foar T

As the international counter-terrorism mission in Afghanistan reached an impasse
and the U.S. began to consider withdrawal, Moscow established unofficial contacts
with the Taliban through its closer engagement with Pakistan in the early 2010s.

Y-SR SBIRAH ¥ SR siicishare faRlelt e sreds o 3R 3mfker 3 arodt
TR IR 3= far, O] A FHaTedt 2010 & 3@ | UIfbw & A1y Jfee
W%mmﬁmﬁmwmﬂml

This enabled Russia to protect its security interests in Afghanistan (with a focus on
ensuring the safety of Russian citizens), collaborating against Islamic State Khorasan

Province (IS-K) and combating drug trafficking.

TSI = B B B SO JR&T el Bt e a1 o1 Hidpt firen (e =it

AR Bt JRET FATHT BIAT TYQ o), STATHD L WRTET Hid (IS-K) &
f&ee gga aﬁ? Hﬁ%ﬁﬁhﬂ Y AT =MAe |

Additionally, in a balance act between the Afghan government and the Taliban,

Russia stepped up its diplomatic efforts to position itself as a venue for resolving

the Afghan crisis.

TP AR, HH IBR 3R AT & o1 Aga I9T¢ 7@ & R, T A
I JHhe JHTY & AT Ge &1 Th §9 & U T WU HA 8 30! IS
SR ol B |

Despite being blacklisted by the UN and outlawed in Russia, the Taliban
representatives were invited to participate in the Moscow Format and intra-Afghan
conferences

g Y g1 faafia ok &9 # Mt gid gu W, arfeem ufaffial o aret
tFI'ﬂE'BﬁTGI'R-Iﬁ'CF MBI A H 1T A & forw g fasan man

With the Taliban's takeover of Kabul in August 2021, even as many other countries
evacuated diplomatic personnel amid the lingering turmoil, the Russian Embassy in
Kabul remained in operation — Moscow remained confident that the Taliban are
capable of putting things in good order.

ST GRT 3R 2021 § HTHA W Hooll R & dIe, Sd(h Bs 3 o=
TSRS HHT DI Hohe & s d1eR Hapral, dd Hft Srge | Wit garard Srivd a1
TET — ARG! 1 HRINT T o aTferaT< suawIT YR qhar 8|

Despite Russia’s good rapport with the Taliban’s dispensation, the persistent
instability in Afghanistan has severely compromised its security interests, with
terrorist attacks against the Russian Embassy in Kabul in September 2022 and the

Crocus City Hall in Moscow in March 2024, purportedly carried out by the IS-K.

RIS QT & 1Y = &b 3w Yol & , SRR H TR SifRRU=ar d
I JRef el a1 iR = u 9 gurfaa e . Rore RidisR 2022 ¥ oIga § &4
gaTaT R, 3R uTd 2024 & ieH) B Hrea R &fd W, BT &Y IS-K F GRT
PT MY Srdward gHel A 5 |

There has been no meaningful progress in the economic projects either, though
the Russian authorities continue to harbor hopes that Afghanistan will emerge as a
conduit for Russian exports to South and Southeast Asia.

31 afeder et # +ff Bis Agwyul Wt 8 §3 &, ST =uT SUBRT 39 RN
ﬁW%%WWﬁW—@W@WWWMW
R IHT|
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Understanding Russia’s Taliban gauntlet

g B arfera™ g &) qHSET

The basis

STYR

Russia’s official recognition of the IEA government reflects Moscow'’s conviction
that the Taliban are “an objective reality” and the only political force capable of
controlling power in Afghanistan.

H Il Bl (AR A H Y& ThHT IAST-HedP drepd o =Y H dlferar
DI T Bt ARDY Pt A DI (A §UFTY 7 SME3T IRPR P RIS A=7ar <
¢, o 98 "u® aegy arafa®ar IEar gl
This is further reinforced by the perception of the Taliban as Russia’s “allies in
countering terrorism”, which seemingly laid the foundation for their de-listing in
April 2025.
AT P = & " IATADHdIG BT HITAl B3 aTd Fgadiit” & TU & ¢a- &I YRoT
3 39 A BT 3R Aoigd fora, o= oite 2025 W IS & A g™ $i g 7G|
It should be noted though that the Russian Supreme Court only suspended the
ban on the Taliban activities, and the grouping is still on the Russian unified federal
list of terrorist organisations.

g8 M & A 3 o T4t YW $1E A Saa arfera o Afafafidl w ufady o1
freifaa far 8, 3R U8 g 8@ ft =1 $t udigpa WU award! Ja-1 ot Jt
BRI EE]

This suggests that the Russian security apparatus is not fully convinced by the
Taliban's track record in combating terrorism, leaving scope to reverse the
decision if the alliance with the Taliban proves to be a false dawn.

T Tl AT § b T YRET 7F i F Srdpare | fAued & el @ gt
e Yy T § 3R 3R dIfera & 1Y TS o HIaT qifard g g, ot 39 g
D! 0T A B TSR I g8 ¢

The IEA's recognition is a symbolic gesture that does not bring Russia any
immediate benefits and does not guarantee any upgrade to Moscow'’s position in
Afghanistan or the wider region.

ST B &I 715 AT TP Y BTeHAD RT3 Ol T D PIs dchTal 1Y g1 gall
3R 7 Bt SR 1 ATAH &3 § ARD! &1 AT B dgaR a1 B TR St 5|
While some Russian officials are insisting on supporting the Taliban, including
“arming them”, it remains to be seen how far Moscow is willing to go and whether
the joint fight against the IS-K will yield tangible results.

$ ¥ ARBRY dIfar b1 THH P W SR 2 @ 8, o 3= “gRaR & +
M B, Al T8 ST TTh1 § [ AR fohait gr a% o Bl AR g 3R |1 1S-K
& faTw Wged asTg DS 31 ufkomd <

As Russia has set a precedent by recognising the IEA, some Central Asian states and
even China may well follow suit, especially given that the Taliban’s expectations of
their partners will certainly increase.

Y GRT TEZT P AT G & 1Y TH TAeiR U &1 715 g, o T §U $© A
TR A7 3R Tg1 dF fob A+ SHHT 3ERUI IR T &, WDHR o [ arferar
F1 37 WSieR! 9 IEIE @ fAfga wu & s

Moscow's free pass to the Taliban regarding the inclusivity of their government, as
well as women’s and minority rights, may become a new template for other
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regional players who will prioritise pragmatism over value-based approach.

IS &1 WHR & FHTARIET, 3R Afgenad g sreqdera] & AReRI & gal ®
AR o1 T 377 &g fdaadl & foIe U =1 disd s Il 6, S god Smemfa
TRV & T HAFEIRBAT I Ul 7|

Ties with India
YRd & 1Y JaY

e India will unlikely be seriously affected by the Russian move.
¥ P 39 PaH I HRA W THR 711G 783 B HUTa=1 81 5 |

e New Delhi has fostered its own incremental improvement in diplomatic ties with
the Taliban, having recently found common ground with them on the issue of
terrorism in Kashmir.
T2 faeeh A arfere &y I dadt § -8R gur fFar g iR gra gt o
FIIR | SATdHdAIG & e, IR 30 A1 F1301 7 it uan g

e Itis likely that New Delhi will keep up diplomatic communications, trade and
humanitarian cooperation with the IEA, without deviating from its stance on the
legitimacy issue.

g YHTET § b T3 facelt IoMe U, SR 3R AFE T & SR} A,
S AU & e, W 30 37 3 faafera =8 gt

o Engagement without formal recognition still seems to be the likely path.

NS AT=gar & fa=r "uds anft off go unfad anf udia gar |

IVE/RIVENRJIA

e . . . Philippine troops kill 7
Philippine troops kill 7 guerrillas ~ guerrillas in latest

in latest flare-up of insurgency flare-up of insurgency
firethdis Al A
IUAIE & AqI-dH
fE | 7 iversi
®I IR FRmE

Philippine Forces Clash with
Communist Guerrillas

et 9 9t g
Tiemst & gous

o Philippine troops killed seven
communist guerrillas on Sunday

Philippine troops killed seven communist guerrillas on Sunday in in Uson, Masbate, following an

Uson, Masbate, following an earlier clash that killed another two earlier clash that killed another

New People’s Army guerillas. They seized rifles and launchers while =~ two New People’s Army ~

eight rebels fled and are being pursued. Fewer than 900 NPA guerrillas. ) LN

insurgents remain, with the rebellion said to be collapsing. AP fopeiii=h aﬁﬂ?{ A AR @I 9
I, ATHde W ITd PRI IS
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Tiveeret t AR R, 399 Ugd g U gous A @ ok =g duew omef (NPA) &
e AR T 3|

e They seized rifles and launchers while eight rebels fled and are being pursued.
REE| gmamammm,mmﬁﬁﬁmwﬁ?mwm
GiYel el

o Fewer than 900 NPA insurgents remain, with the rebellion said to be collapsing.

319 900 A t 79 NPA fagifI IU TR § SR peTI o @ & & fagig @ eg I &

Trump confirms deal with
EU, sets 15% export tariffs

The EU agrees to purchase $750 billion worth of energy from the US. and pledges an additional

$600 billion in investments; both leaders say the deal restores stability to the trading relationship

Agence France-Presse
TURNBERRY

.S. President Do-
Unald Trump and
EU chief Ursula von

der Leyen on Sunday an-
nounced they had reached
a deal to end a transatlan-
tic tariffs stand-off and av-
ert a full-blown trade war.

The agreement came as
the clock ticked down on
an August 1 deadline for
the European Union to
strike a deal with Washing-
ton — or face an across-the-
board U.S. levy of 30%.

“We have reached a
deal. It’s a good deal for
everybody,” Mr. Trump
told reporters following a
high-stakes meeting with
Ms. von der Leyen at his
golf resort in Turnberry,
Scotland.

Mr. Trump told repor-
ters the deal involved a ba-
seline levy of 15% on EU ex-
ports to the United States,
— the same level secured

Atlantic accord: Donald Trump shakes hands with Ursula von der
Leyen following their meeting in Turnberry on Sunday. AFp

by Japan - including for
the bloc’s crucial auto sec-
tor, which is currently be-
ing taxed at 25%.

“We are agreeing that
the tariff straight across,
for automobiles and eve-
rything else, will be a
straight across tariff of
15%,” Mr. Trump said.

He also said the bloc had
agreed to purchase “$750
billion worth of energy”
from the United States, as

well as $600 billion more
in additional investments
in the country.

Negotiating on behalf of
the EU’s 27 countries, Ms.
von der Leyen’s European
Commission had been
pushing hard to salvage a
trading relationship worth
an annual $1.9 trillion in
goods and services.

“It’s a good deal,” the
EU chief told reporters, sit-
ting alongside Mr. Trump

stability to the trading relationship

RITH T 7 MRS | 750 3R SR Yod B Sl WiigH IR GgHld oIdTg 8 3T
600 3R STeR & Sifafiad fraw &1 arer fvan &; S Aaei s de e B 3w
THEN A smurive dedl # fRRGr mat|

U.S.-EU Tariff Agreement Reached to Avert Trade War

IANFHI-3G ¢ TSN ATUR g TTa & forg gan

e U.S. President Donald Trump and EU chief Ursula von der Leyen on Sunday
announced they had reached a deal to end a transatlantic tariffs stand-off and

following their talks. “It
will bring stability. It will
bring predictability. That’s
very important for our bu-
sinesses on both sides of
the Atlantic,” she said.

While 15% would be
much higher than pre-ex-
isting U.S. tariffs on Euro-
pean goods, which average
around 4.8%, it would mir-
ror the status quo, with
companies currently fac-
ing an additional flat rate of
10%.

Had the talks failed, EU
states had greenlit counter
tariffs on $109 billion of
U.S. goods including air-
craft and cars to take effect
in stages from August 7.
Brussels was also drawing
up a list of U.S. services to
potentially target.

Separately, U.S. Com-
merce Secretary Howard
Lutnick had said the Au-
gust 1 deadline was firm
and there will be “no ex-
tensions, no more grace
periods”.

Trump
confirms deal
with EU, sets
15% export
tariffs

<H A R
Y & 91y
A &t gy
31, 15% fafa
gk a4 foan

The EU agrees to
purchase $750
billion worth of
energy from the
U.S. and pledges
an additional $600
billion in
investments; both
leaders say the
deal restores
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avert a full-blown trade war.

SAR®Y Ipufd SHITS ¢U SR $9 U@ SYaT a1 S A8 7 AT &1 °9ivon ot
f% 3 cigsredifes TNw TRy FHTE TR SR Yol ATUR g HI 2T & AU Th
TS W Ugd &

The agreement came as the clock ticked down on an August 1 deadline for the
European Union to strike a deal with Washington — or face an across-the-board
U.S. levy of 30%.

g THINAT 3T JHY 311 516 1 3R Bl SSATZ Toreidb 31 gt 2R, foraw grida
Y P IRATE & ATY FHNAT BAT AT — ST 30% P1 AUS AR SREB P
HTHAT PRAT Usdl|

“We have reached a deal. It's a good deal for everybody,” Mr. Trump told reporters
following a high-stakes meeting with Ms. von der Leyen at his golf resort in
Turnberry, Scotland.

gH U THend fora g1 g8 It & fore srest ueiiar €, ft €U A TR @ Fa,
9 351 Whieds & erasl R v Mew Reiré o 917 S A9 & A1d uh
HEayul 95 Pt |

Mr. Trump told reporters the deal involved a baseline levy of 15% on EU exports
to the United States — the same level secured by Japan — including for the bloc's
crucial auto sector, which is currently being taxed at 25%.

ot 30 A DRI ¥ el [ 30 0 § gRIdIg 9 & fHrafa w® smReT & 15% &1
AT oD MW § — S ST P} AT ML IR & WO g — SR STX Y &
3IgH 3iTet &= 1 i =ivet foban T B, R IR fihefgial 25% oY o1 e & |

"We are agreeing that the tariff straight across, for automobiles and everything else,
will be a straight across tariff of 15%,” Mr. Trump said.

g1 GgHd § [ Sifermargd ok o= [t Fieit uwr wftem 15% ¢Rw an fasan
ST, off €U A FeTl

He also said the bloc had agreed to purchase “$750 billion worth of energy” from
the United States, as well as $600 billion more in additional investments in the
country.

ry
= g ot T i §g 7 3RS |/ "$750 fAfera geu 9t Suif @dHeA” )
Hedfd od1s &, 1Y &) $600 faferas & sifafed fFaw o1 W arer fpan R
Negotiating on behalf of the EU’s 27 countries, Ms. von der Leyen’s European
Commission had been pushing hard to salvage a trading relationship worth an
annual $1.9 trillion in goods and services.

39 & 27 XM & 3R A Tra<id HId §U, I X A9 $ Aqed ardl IIYTT AT A
$1.9 feferam aiftfer saTuTfve Sy &t 99T I & forg WRuR vy fasar |

“It's a good deal,” the EU chief told reporters, sitting alongside Mr. Trump
following their talks. "It will bring stability. It will bring predictability. That's very
important for our businesses on both sides of the Atlantic,” she said.

g U ST IHIT 8, $9 WM = Hargerarsii § $g1, 9d d #l Su & A1y SoF &
a1 931 oY | a5 fRuR=ear awm | I8 yafga™ amem | o & gUR sfedifed & gl ok
& sgaural & fore 9ga Hewayf 87 3= Fal
While 15% would be much higher than pre-existing U.S. tariffs on European goods,
which average around 4.8%, it would mirror the status quo, with companies
currently facing an additional flat rate of 10%.

el 15%, QRN a3 IR Hiegl AR oird 2R® 4.8% J Hel 3w ©,
QA e adu T &t gxifar 8, Sigi Hufar 10% @1 sifafved wie Ye 3 @t |
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e Had the talks failed, EU states had greenlit counter tariffs on $109 billion of U.S.
goods including aircraft and cars to take effect in stages from August 7.

3R ST fawd g, af $7 3= A $109 fafera s axgait W ufaer ¢Rw
méﬁzﬁﬁ@%ﬂzﬁ,mﬁﬁnﬁsﬁvﬁwmﬁ, 3R T 7 3T | =RON |
GIVGER]

e Brussels was also drawing up a list of U.S. services to potentially target.

s W HUIfad U 9§ aférd 31 o arelt sAfvet darsi o1 g TR #R I9T

Yr|

e Separately, U.S. Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick had said the August 1
deadline was firm and there will be “no extensions, no more grace periods”.

3T 9, aﬁﬁ?ﬁmﬁmvﬁasﬁégﬁﬁﬁ%wzﬂ%1maﬁm@ﬁm
3iferm & IR 1 frva T 9k Higed T &) S

World urgently needs a ‘global approach’

GS II: International
JInstitutions

Agence krarcespresse """

GENEVA

The world urgently needs
to find a global approach
on regulating artificial in-
telligence, the United Na-
tions’ top tech chief said
this week, warning that
fragmentation could dee-
pen risks and inequalities.

Doreen Bogdan-Martin,
head of the UN’s Interna-
tional  Telecommunica-
tions Union (ITU) agency,
said she hoped that AI “can
actually benefit humani-
ty”. But as concerns mount

- -over the risks posed by the

fast-moving technology —
including fears of mass job
losses, the spread of deep-
fakes and disinformation,
and society’s fabric fraying
— she insisted that regula-
tion was key.

“There’s an urgency to
try to get... the right frame-
work in place,” she said,
stressing the need for “a
global approach”.

Her comments came af-
ter U.S. President Donald
Trump this week unveiled
an aggressive, low-regula-
tion strategy aimed at en-

Doreen Bogdan-Martin

suring the United States
stays ahead of China on Al

Among more than 90
proposals, Mr. Trump’s
plan calls for sweeping de-

regulation, with the admi-
nistration promising to
“remove red tape and one-
rous regulation” that could
hinder private sector Al
development.

Asked if she had con-
cerns about an approach
that urges less, not more,
regulation of Al technolo-
gies, Ms. Bogdan-Martin re-
frained from commenting,
saying she was “still trying
to digest” the U.S. plan.

At the same time, she
highlighted that “85% of
countries don’t yet have Al
policies or strategies”.

World urgently needs a ‘global approach’ on Al
regulation, insists UN top tech chief

g
LS
2

Call for Global Regulation on Artificial Intelligence by UN Tech Chief

& < qeiot uqE &1 $a1 & o g

&l

TR dohTd "AfYP eRPHIor $ smaxgswdr

Y AP F UHA FRT A I3 wR A Fraws ot snftar

e The world urgently needs to find a global approach on regulating artificial

intelligence, the United Nations’ top tech chief said this week, warning that
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fragmentation could deepen risks and inequalities.

S IUTE WY ITY Pt Y F WA A Fgl [ g1 B Fw gisHwn (Al) &
frawa ¥ fog Afye =f¥wivn s 31 acrTa srazawar 3, SR JarT i fags
ST SR SraATATSH BT T¢T AT 3 |

Doreen Bogdan-Martin, head of the UN’s International Telecommunications
Union (ITU) agency, said she hoped that Al “can actually benefit humanity”.

SN STgE-ATfCH, S §Yad AP H SARRAPIA gRETAR Y (ITV) Toldl &1 T 3,
A g1 & I IAIE & i Al “arad A UGl & a1y Ugar gahdr g” |

But as concerns mount over the risks posed by the fast-moving technology —
including fears of mass job losses, the spread of deepfakes and disinformation,
and society’s fabric fraying — she insisted that regulation was key.

AP SY-oIY Aol & 3T et ab-d gRT S SAH — oY 93 THA W

Tl B g1, SUB® 3R UTHS TSR ST YR, 3R AHID dH-a1 &

g — &I Ao i §¢ W1 &, I SR e fos e 98¢ smaxa® &

“There’s an urgency to try to get... the right framework in place,” she said, stressing

the need for “a global approach”.

Q! Gl A B & AT ATIADdT 6, 361 Hgl, 3R 39 W §d foa fb “uap

e P == 5

Her comments came after U.S. President Donald Trump this week unveiled an

aggressive, low-regulation strategy aimed at ensuring the United States stays

ahead of China on Al

I Ig §UM 9 3T 9 39 Jwig SARe! Agufd SHres U Al @7 |

mﬁiﬂqﬁmWwﬁ%mww,wﬁumWFﬂﬁﬁ
I

Among more than 90 proposals, Mr. Trump’s plan calls for sweeping deregulation,
with the administration promising to “remove red tape and onerous regulation”
that could hinder private sector Al development.

90 | 31 yaral &, it U FI T & TP W= &1 M a1 T g, 3R
TR A “wifed ufsrarsii ofik Wt fFraw=T &) gem~ &1 araT fovan & S feit & & Al
faera o aifta & 93d 7

Asked if she had concerns about an approach that urges less, not more, regulation
of Al technologies, Ms. Bogdan-Martin refrained from commenting, saying she was
“still trying to digest” the U.S. plan.

O 3% U1 1 o F1 98 Al P11 IR & (a0 & DS I0 &) dax [fad §, ot
gt A reE-wféA = femoft 7 ¥ 7R o faan 3iR w1 i ag e oft sfvat
YISHET ) IS B PR BT IS 87 |

At the same time, she highlighted that “85% of countries don’t yet have Al policies
or strategies”.

1Y g1, 351 g Wi Xl foba fob “85% <=M & UTH 3ra a Al Hiforar a1
Turifaat T8 8 |
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Conflict traces: People gather near a destroyed tank after
clashes in Sweida, Syria. REUTERS

Syria’s Druze grieve
after bloodbath in
the city of Sweida

Reuters

Hatem Radwan stared at the bloodstained floor
and cushions in the Al-Radwan guest house in Sy-
ria’s Druze city of Sweida, still wondering how he
survived the shooting spree more than a week ago
that killed his relatives and friends.

“I'm not sleeping. I wish I would have died; it
would have been better for me,” the 70-year-old
said, saying two of his sons-in-law and his daught-
er’s father-in-law were killed when armed men
stormed into the guesthouse on July 16.

Hundreds of people were killed in days of sec-
tarian violence in Syria’s Sweida province, where
government forces were sent to quell clashes bet-
ween Druze factions and Bedouin tribes.

Syria’s Defence Ministry on July 22 said it would
investigate reports of an “unknown group” in mil-
itary fatigues committing “shocking and gross vio-
lations” in Sweida, and hold the perpetrators ac-
countable. The Interior Ministry condemned “the
circulating videos showing field executions car-
ried out by unidentified individuals in the city of
Sweida,” and also pledged to conduct a probe.

Residents, monitoring groups and reporters in
the province said the violence intensified after se-
curity forces deployed, reporting several cases of
execution-style killings.

One of the most gruesome was the Al-Radwan
guesthouse. A video posted online and verified by
Reuters as being in the Al-Radwan guest house
showed more than a dozen bodies, several with
gunshot wounds to the chest, slumped over one
another.

Syria’s Druze grieve after bloodbath in
the city of Sweida

AT & S @1 Ta5er e U §¢
muﬁasmaﬁﬁfr%

Sectarian Violence in Syria’s Sweida Province
Hifvar & a1 wid A AiveRe e

. Hatem Radwan stared at the bloodstained floor and
cushions in the Al-Radwan guest house in Syria’'s Druze city
of Sweida, still wondering how he survived the shooting
spree more than a week ago that killed his relatives and
friends.
Hifrar & 3o TeX Wt § R 3re-3¢a™ A% g18H 7 gad
YEaT G 3 9 BRI 3R $IE &I <9 Iz, 3 o 78 Irad gu
%%wmﬁmwﬁ'{s‘rﬁmﬁﬁﬁw
o I REdgRT #fi dval ot #id g1 75|
. “I'm not sleeping. | wish I would have died; it would
have been better for me,” the 70-year-old said, saying two of
his sons-in-law and his daughter’s father-in-law were killed
when armed men stormed into the guesthouse on July 16.
70 9T 3 g1, H T 78 U1 @1 § | B H WR 11 g 98 W
foTT S8R BiaT,” ST gU % 16 JaATS ! =R AN &
NEEISH | U WX 37 &l 116 SR 3¢ & TR 918 7
. Hundreds of people were killed in days of sectarian
violence in Syria's Sweida province, where government
forces were sent to quell clashes between Druze factions
and Bedouin tribes.
ke & wdeT wid & o3 &l ao Toft wiveie ffard
A S| AR AR Y, S5l g el 3R 9gig Fenfadl & o
MﬁmW$%ﬂmmﬁWW|

. Syria’s Defence Ministry on July 22 said it would
investigate reports of an “unknown group” in military
fatigues committing “shocking and gross violations” in
Sweida, and hold the perpetrators accountable.

T & &0 WATTT 7 22 JATE D! HET [P 98 Wl H “ 3
" GR1 A9 gdf & &Y 7S “<ip1 arert 3R 7R Ieca-l-
o1 SIT" B, 3R It B "R Sge|

e The Interior Ministry condemned “the circulating videos showing field executions
carried out by unidentified individuals in the city of Sweida,” and also pledged to

conduct a probe.

T8 TATAY A "1 e W 3I{Td sAfrdl gRI B 718 Wies grsil & IR difsar
@1 feigl $t 3R I &1 S S BT aret |

e Residents, monitoring groups and reporters in the province said the violence
intensified after security forces deployed, reporting several cases of execution-
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style killings.
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e One of the most gruesome was the Al-Radwan guesthouse. A video posted online

and verified by Reuters as being in the Al-Radwan guest house showed more
than a dozen bodies, several with gunshot wounds to the chest, slumped over one

another.
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India has ‘greater responsibility’ to support the
PKK-Turkiye peace process: pro-Kurdish leader

'GS 1I: West Asia

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

The recent ceasefire an-
nounced by the Kurdish
militant group PKK in its
decades-old armed strug-
gle against the Turkish
state is a victory for the pe-
ople of Turkiye that will
translate into peace for the
West Asian region and the
world, said a pro-Kurdish
leader who played a cru-
cial role in facilitating
the deal between PKK
leader Abdullah Ocalan
and the Erdogan govern-
ment of Turkiye.

In an interview with The
Hindu, Tuncer Bakirhan,
Co-Chair of the People’s
Equality and Democracy
Party (DEM Party), said In-
dia has a “greater responsi-
bility” to support the
peace agreement, as the
‘Kurdish geography’ that
covers parts of Turkiye,

Iraq, Iran, and Syria has
close civilisational ties with
present-day India.

“There are no losers in

peace. If the people of Tur-
key win, the people of
West Asia and the world
will win. It is also impor-
tant to recall the historical
and cultural ties between
the Kurds and the Indian
people. Both peoples share
common roots as part of
the Indo-European lan-
guage family,” said Mr. Ba-
kirhan, explaining that the
peace deal between PKK

QQ The support we
hope to receive

from India is not merely
a diplomatic approach
but also a natural
solidarity stemming
from the historical ties

TUNCER BAKIRHAN
Co-Chair of DEM party

and Turkiye reflects the
new political reality that is
replacing the legacy of the
1916 Sykes-Picot treaty that
had allowed the U.K. and
France to divide the form-
er Ottoman areas into two
separate  spheres  of
influence.

Mr. Bakirhan said that
“commercial and cultural
exchanges” throughout
history have created a con-
tinuity between the “Kur-
dish geography and India”.

“Therefore, the support
we hope to receive from In-

dia is not merely a diplo-
matic approach but also a
natural solidarity stem-
ming from the deep histor-
ical des,” said Mr
Bakirhan.

The latest peace process
began in October 2024 af-
ter Devlet Bahgeli, Chair-
man of the Nationalist
Movement Party, gave the
call for peace, which was
supported by the PKK’s im-
prisoned leader Abdullah
Ocalan, who on 27 Febru-
ary 2025, called for the dis-
solution of the PKK and its
disarmament.

The DEM Party plays a
delegational role in this
peace process between the
Turkish state and Mr. Oca-
lan. Mr. Bakirhan and his
team have met the Turkish

government representa-
tives to support the peace
process.

The latest ceasefire, ho-
wever, is far from perfect,

as Mr. Bakirhan confirmed
sporadic clashes continue
in different parts of the
Kurdish region, wurging
that, “The attacks and
clashes must end imme-
diately. There should be no
operations during such a
process, and active combat
positions should be aban-
doned.”

He argued that there is
“tremendous intellectual
capital in Turkey” in sup-
port of the peace process,
as the violent struggle bet-
ween the PKK and the Tur-
kish armed forces has cost
around $2 trillion.

“Turkey has turned into
an economic and political
structure that constantly
generates crises. There-
fore, regional dynamics are
changing, and Turkey’s in-
ternal dynamics have been
showing strong signs that
the conflicts cannot conti-
nue,” said Mr. Bakirhan.

India has ‘greater responsibility’ to support the PKK-
Turkiye peace process: pro-Kurdish leader

Hieo-qfed ifd ufhar &1 G0dT ST YR Bt ‘TSt

Ceasefire Between PKK and Turkish Government

PKK 3R gl TR & g JadfaRm

e The recent ceasefire announced by the Kurdish militant group PKK in its
decades-old armed struggle against the Turkish state is a victory for the people
of Turkiye that will translate into peace for the West Asian region and the world,
said a pro-Kurdish leader who played a crucial role in facilitating the deal.

PG IUATS! g PKK GIRT &Td g1 ¥ eifta werdfarmy, S i qavt 3o & faeme
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The deal was made between PKK leader Abdullah Ocalan and the Erdogan
government of Turkiye.

g THSIAT PKK AT gl SSTe 3R TPl Bl TSI WRPR & s G|

In an interview with The Hindu, Tuncer Bakirhan, Co-Chair of the People’s Equality
and Democracy Party (DEM Party), said India has a “greater responsibility” to
support the peace agreement.

g feg @I fou wemeR & fiuew serferd! U Suisht urdl (DEM urdl) & T5-sregef
T TIfhe™ 7 Bel b HRA B T a8t e ? [ a8 39 wifd a1
T B

He noted that the ‘Kurdish geography’ which covers parts of Turkiye, Iraq, Iran,
and Syria, has close civilisational ties with present-day India.

1M Ieard ol %6 e yEier, Forad gal, v1p, 19 ok Hifvan & o5 few
A 3, BT TAA WRA P A1Y 9T FHIaRTd J6Y 3|

“There are no losers in peace. If the people of Turkey win, the people of West Asia
and the world will win,” said Mr. Bakirhan.

S SfHRer 3 Bel, ity § B TR arar T8 gyl gfe gl & AT oitad g, <l
uf¥ ek ofR gferar & <t o st

He highlighted the historical and cultural ties between the Kurds and the Indian
people, saying both peoples share common roots as part of the Indo-European
language family.

B@ﬁﬁmm%mmaﬁmwwwwéﬁaw%
Sl wer fég-gridta wrar uRaR &1 few 817 & SR |18l 9a 39 g |

The peace deal between PKK and Turkiye reflects the new political reality that is
replacing the legacy of the 1916 Sykes-Picot treaty, which divided the former
Ottoman areas between U.K. and France.

PKK 3R gl & aitd g3iT I8 ifa IHeiar 1916 &) Arsad-fUeie IfY ot favraa &
TS IeHIfae arafaear 3 ufawafia @ 361 8, o gd siiera &= @t fae ok
i o Sff<l sicT 7T AT
Mr. Bakirhan said that “commercial and cultural exchanges” throughout history
have created continuity between the “Kurdish geography and India”.

ot S1fehRe™ A el fob Sfaei Wk & "a1ivrus 3R AR fa® SMeM-UeH" 3 "$e
Y 3R HRA" & o FRaRdr a1 &1 g
"Therefore, the support from India is not merely a diplomatic approach but a
natural solidarity rooted in deep historical ties,” said Mr. Bakirhan.

"o, HRd ¥ Sl g0 3aférd g, 98 Had U AP TRPIvr 78] § dfced e
BfaeTRie Hael A ST Th W@IHTTAP ThdedT &, o aifawe A &3

The latest peace process began in October 2024 after Devlet Bahcgeli, Chairman of
the Nationalist Movement Party, gave the call for peace, which was supported by
PKK's imprisoned leader Abdullah Ocalan.

TSI 2T Ufehar Sragar 2024 ® YR= g3 Wd ARFTRE Had e UIdl & 3femef ¢aae
FEaat = 2rifa B srdie o1, formT T PKK & g T Sregear Siorar A faa|
On 27 February 2025, Ocalan called for the dissolution of the PKK and its
disarmament.

27 BRAY 2025 P S 7 PKK Y HIT 1 3R IV FARTd 37 &1 3@ b
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Agence France-Presse
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il: Africa

A recent ceasefire agreed
between the Democratic
Republic of Congo and
Rwanda-backed M23 re-
bels, set to take effect this
week, ranks as a tentative
step towards peace in the
country’s conflict-wracked
east.

Signed on July 19 in Do-
ha, Qatar, the agreement
saw the sides commit to a
“permanent ceasefire” and
“dialogue and negotiation”
to facilitate the “volun-
tary” return of refugees
and displaced persons. But
analysts cautioned the
peace process in the min-
eral-rich region remains
fragile and lacks sufficient
international support.

Thousands of people
have died in fighting over
the key towns of Goma and
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e The DEM Party is playing a delegational role in the peace process between the
Turkish state and Mr. Ocalan.

DEM UTef 39 wrifa withan & gof 3sa 3R Y siisram= & o9 wfafAftriseda yfrer
RG]
e Mr. Bakirhan and his team have met Turkish government representatives to
support the peace process.

ot ST iR 3@ I A gl IRPR & wlafaRkmat T firas: zifa ufesan &1

Tad fFur gl

e The latest ceasefire is far from perfect, as sporadic clashes continue in different
parts of the Kurdish region.

arer SadfaRm et o yof 7Y 8, e ¢ & & fafte fewat # fseye srsd

SR B

e Mr. Bakirhan urged, “The attacks and clashes must end immediately. There

should be no operations during such a process, and active combat positions

should be abandoned.”
ot SrfohRe™ = S fhar, "gwel N FSUl &I qud JHT favan si=n anfee | Uit
UfshaT & IRT IS A= HIRATS Ao oI A0 C, 3R Afha g FRufaal ®1 &t
fear s anfew
e He argued there is “tremendous intellectual capital in Turkey” in support of the
peace process, as the violent conflict between PKK and Turkish armed forces has

cost around $2 trillion.

36 T feur i et A =iifer withan & quedq & 3R SfS® Yo 8, Fife PKK

3R gl =

[ & o fFe wud & am ¢2 fReferma s 1 ger 7

e "Turkey has turned into an economic and political structure that constantly
generates crises. Therefore, regional dynamics are changing, and Turkey’s internal
dynamics show strong signs that the conflicts cannot continue,” said Mr. Bakirhan.

ol 1T A e, "gel T QAT Sfes 3R Ireifoe e a1 T 8 S eRIaR
e I a1 81 3fere, At uRTRuferal s & 7, oik gl @it sriafve
Rt og T ¢ W & for wed ora ot =1 5 w1

Bukavu, with many thou-
sands displaced and facing
a serious humanitarian cri-
sis.

Eastern DRC, rich in re-
sources and bordering
Rwanda, has been riven by
contlict for more than 30
years.

The crisis intensified
with the 2021 resurgence
of the M23 group and came
to a head in January and
February as the group
seized Goma and Bukavu,
setting up parallel adminis-
trations in each.

Kinshasa had previously
opposed direct dialogue
with the M23. Diplomatic
attempts to resolve the cri-
sis, including mediation by
Angola, failed. However,
the surprise intervention
of Qatar succeeded in
bringing together Presi-
dents Felix Tshisekedi of
the DRC and Paul Kagame

of Rwanda in Doha in
mid-March.

The pair committed to
an immediate and uncon-
ditional ceasefire and
“that’s when things really
got moving”, said a Rwan-
dan diplomatic source.

“This paved the way for
negotiations at the techni-
cal level with a bilateral
track between the DRC and
Rwanda, and on the other
side an internal track bet-
ween the DRC and the
M23,” the source said.

The U.S. role

“Then the United States
entered the fray and more
or less took over the bilat-
eral aspect.”

Seeking foreign support
against M23's rapid ad-
vances, kedi in early
March discussed a mining
agreement with the United
States.

Amember of the M23 movement in Goma. Thousands of people
had died in fighting over the key towns of Goma and Bukavu. A/

On June 28, the foreign
ministers of the DRC and
Rwanda signed a “peace
agreement” in
Washington.

On July 17, the DRC go-
vernment signed an agree-
ment with U.S. group Ko-
bold  Metals,  which
committed to investing in
the digitisation of geologi-

cal data and the develop-
ment of a lithium mine in
southeast DRC.

The Congolese Presi-
dent then resolved to hold
direct talks with M23, hav-
ing previously refused to
do so, leading to the Doha
agreement.

The Doha agreement
calls for a roadmap for the

“full restoration of authori-
ty” of the DRC government
in the east of the country
once a peace agreement is
signed. But a dispute soon
arose, when DRC govern-
ment spokesman Patrick
Muyaya spoke of an “im-
mediate withdrawal” of
the M23, which has a polit-
ical arm, the Congo River
Alliance (AFC).

“Nowhere has it been
mentioned that the AFC/
M23 must leave liberated
areas,” its spokesman,
Lawrence Kanyuka, said.

International support
This verbal escalation
“shows that there is the
will on both sides to fight”,
said Fred Bauma, execu-
tive director at the Congo-
lese Ebuteli Institute.
Without outside pres-
sure - particularly from
the United States and Qa-

tar, and to a lesser extent
the European Union - it
will be difficult to end the
conflict solely through dia-
logue, said Mr. Bauma.

Reports by UN experts
say Rwanda has sent
troops to the DRC to sup-
port the M23 and has also
provided the group with
weapons and technology.

Kigali has always reject-
ed those accusations, say-
ing it is simply engaged in
“defensive measures”
against a Hutu armed
group in eastern DRC, the
Democratic Forces for the
Liberation of Rwanda
(FDLR) - an armed group
founded by former Hutu
leaders of the 1994 Rwan-
dan genocide of the Tutsi
ethnic group.

The agreement has not
yet put an end to the vio-
lence.

Last Thursday saw at

agile ceasefire between DR Congo and M23 raises cautious hopes for peace

least 11 people killed in
fighting between M23 and
pro-Kinshasa groups, ac-
cording to local sources.
Both sides blamed the
other.

Kinshasa and the M23
gave themselves until July
29 to implement the decla-
ration with the deal setting
an August 8 deadline for
formal negotiations on a
comprehensive peace ac-
cord, to be signed by Au-
gust 17.

But analysts see these
deadlines as short and it
will be tough to meet them
in the absence of “suffi
ciently strong American di-
plomatic pressure”,
Congolese politic S
Christian Moleka. He said it
could take “six to eight
months, or even a year to
see the M23 withdraw”
completely from areas
which it controls.
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Fragile ceasefire between DR Congo and M23 raises
cautious hopes for peace

IR FIT 3R TH23 & f9 Ao 9oy farmw 3 wifa &1
Ceasefire Agreement Between DRC and M23 Rebels

St 3k M23 fagifeal & e Tedfarm qusiar

e Arecent ceasefire agreed between the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and
Rwanda-backed M23 rebels, set to take effect this week, is a tentative step
towards peace in the country’s conflict-wracked east.

21 81 B Suihfed Ruf®ie offe st (Slemed) ok aiet wulfa m23 fRsifgat
& did gofl HudfaRT™, il 39 Uwig AR EIH dTdl 8, ol & Huy-Uwd gdi &= H ifa
o1 fo=n ¥ uw st Ben B |

e Signed on July 19 in Doha, Qatar, the agreement committed both sides to a
“permanent ceasefire” and “dialogue and negotiation” to enable the voluntary
return of refugees and displaced persons.

Ig THSAT 19 AT B gigl, Hav W gafl, Ford gt el = Rt wadfarma sk
HaTg 3R Fradia” & e ufdeedr Sidrs, forad wRunfiar o fawuifiat ot
WfD® arait gHa 8 9|

e Analysts, however, cautioned that the peace process remains fragile and lacks
sufficient international support.
gTaifep fr=aIshT = et < o =i wfdsar st oft A1ge & SR s vt siarfgia
A & HH B

e Thousands of people have died in fighting over key towns like Goma and Bukavu,
with many thousands displaced and facing a humanitarian crisis.

ORI GRT T 3R g1 o T TM6R1 o o AsTs § AR 7T §, Safdh goiRl
farenfie gu 8 IR U6 Uaarardl Adbe &1 I IR B 7 |

o Eastern DRC, rich in resources, and bordering Rwanda, has been in conflict for over

30 years.

udf Stemeeft, S AT W g § ofR IaisT &1 WHT Y Yer g g, 30 aui @
3iftre vy & ¥ad 7 %1 3

e The crisis worsened in 2021 with the resurgence of the M23 group, peaking in
January and February as the group seized Goma and Bukavu, establishing parallel
administrations.
TdHe 2021 T M23 Y & TTHRIT I 3R T, S Tast 3N BRast § oA R Ugdl
S g - T 3R BTG IR Hooll B [T SR TR YRR R fbu|

e Kinshasa had earlier opposed direct dialogue with M23, and mediation efforts by
Angola failed.

fe=rraT < ueet M23 & |1y Ueaat Hare H1 fartey foba o, SR sitiien grR1 & 18
HERYAT o1 HIRME fawa W

e A surprise intervention by Qatar brought together DRC President Felix Tshisekedi
and Rwandan President Paul Kagame in Doha in mid-March.

FAR P ATTRIT TS I SR F Ipufal BT fRGFE iR IaisT &
P et S D1 AT 7Y § et | Y o |
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They committed to an immediate and unconditional ceasefire, which kick-started
the broader peace process.

ST AaT3ft 7 T depTet 3R T 71d HerdfaR & forg ufdagdr 9ars, o wifa
BIEDI IRt LR

A bilateral track between DRC and Rwanda and an internal track between DRC
and M23 were then initiated.

P 91G SIMRAAT 3R vaisT & i fgueha araf sik StemRd sik m23 & &t
AN HaTg L= ol

The Role of the United States

Yo IToT SARST B YfFreT

The United States entered the process and took over the bilateral aspect.

gmm%wmﬁm%maﬁvﬁq&ﬁﬂmﬁmauﬁ
|

In early March, President Tshisekedi discussed a mining agreement with the United
States seeking support against M23.

HTe 3 ST |, Wﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁmmaﬁﬁw@rwzﬁéﬁ%iﬁqw
9 g IR I

On June 28, the forelgn ministers of DRC and Rwanda signed a peace agreement
in Washington.

28 T &Y, SRt 3R ¥aisT & faezr @iy 3 aifkivret & ue wifa awsha )
gHIeR fbul

On July 17, DRC signed a deal with U.S.-based Kobold Metals for digitisation of
geological data and lithium mine development in southeast DRC.

17 JaT 31, SR 7 MRS HU- Hiaics Aew & Y Y-A|S ST &
fEforeei®vor 3k gfémr-ud Stemmfl # forfraw =1 & for ww=han fvan|
President Tshisekedi then agreed to hold direct talks with M23, leading to the
Doha agreement.

THF STG APUT TRG®CT § M23 F 1Y Tedgf a1t H3 W Fgafa <, e grar
NI gl

ChaIIenges and Deadlines

3R 9wy JHTe

The agreement has not ended the violence; on Thursday, at least 11 people were
killed in clashes between M23 and pro-Kinshasa groups.

Ig qrEdl {1 3 AW 8} Y PT; TEAR & HH A HH 11 AR AR T 59
M23 3R e wwde wE & §i Feu gs |

Both sides blamed each other for the incident.

Q! Uall 3§ TP-gu Pi it SR

Kinshasa and M23 set a deadline of July 29 to implement the agreement, with
August 8 as the target date for formal talks, and August 17 for signing a
comprehensive peace accord.

o= 3T M23 7 THEId & A A & ol 29 TS, situare araf & fore 8
3T, 3R TYS Nifel THFI TR TR $ 1T 17 T ) GHg -1 70 31 3
Analysts, however, view these deadlines as too short and warn that without strong
American diplomatic pressure, the goals may not be achieved.
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BTl faRaN®! &1 AT 8 [ J JHY-FTE 989 $H ¢ 3R 3R Hoigd st
Pe-ifae gaTd 8! 61 o1 U e gIiye T8l 8l U

Congolese analyst Christian Moleka said the withdrawal of M23 may take 6-8
months or even a year.

S fazeus A AdeT A Fg e M3 ST cRe A NiD geAT6 A 8
HER T U T aF O Gl 3|

Rwanda’s Role and Regional Tensions

TqisT Bt YftreT 3R &t a=ra

UN reports allege that Rwanda has sent troops to support M23 and provided them
weapons and technology.

Wy Iy 31 Rutel § 3Ry g & waist A M23 & 99 33 & fog 8 99 ok
3% BIRAR MR a1 Iuas FR3 |

Kigali has denied these charges, stating it is acting in self-defense against the
FDLR, a Hutu armed group linked to the 1994 genocide.

fopTITelt A 391 3RIUT BT WIS Hd §U Fel [ 98 1994 &b REGR 4 I UP §q
TR TG FDLR & AT TR T &9 HR 8T 5 |

Political Disputes Post-Agreement

TJHENA & 91¢ IS faarg

A dispute emerged when DRC spokesperson Patrick Muyaya called for an
“immediate withdrawal” of M23.

TS f3aTg 99 I g3 oia SRt yaaar Afes ggar 7 M23 1 “dwnTe ara™t” &t
EIGKEL

M23's political arm, the Congo River Alliance (AFC), responded that “nowhere
has it been mentioned” that they must leave liberated areas.

M23 & eI AT, I faR Srards (AFC) = Sare faa o “wat ot a8
IE Tl 37 [ 3% gaa &1 Bt Sre-11 ghm|

Fred Bauma, director of Ebuteli Institute, stated the verbal escalation shows both
sides still willing to fight.

Tgeet S¥iege & eI e 913UT A Fgl & e # gfs awifdt 2 f a=
vef 39 it s & fog TR 7

Without continued outside pressure, especially from the United States and Qatar,
peace through dialogue will be difficult.

9 I dTes! gaTd, faRudR Agad Wsd SMR®T 3R Fax I oR} 78! &dl, a9 ab
HaTg & ST rifd 9T giFwd gh|

The Doha agreement calls for a roadmap for full restoration of authority in
eastern DRC after a final peace deal.

SieT gusiar # gdf Slemsdt # yuf sifRtrer & serelt & i ue Ashu &1 urau™
&, ol sifad wifa TwEha & a1g AR grm|
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TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper lll: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM,
IS)

1. Eight people die in stampede at mountain shrine in
Haridwar
RER & gddiyg #feR # WiTgs # e @il &t Hid
2. Mahadayi row: now, Bommaicondemns Goa CM’s
statement
Hered! faare: srE, g MaT & YRIHHAT & 99 31
feiaT i
3. Congress, BJP engage in a warof words in Telangana
overshortage of urea for farming

Wﬂmﬁmﬁm%ﬁaqﬁmﬁﬁﬁ

Y s

4. 'CAPF troops with severeinjuries to get full benefits’
TR U I gId CAPF RS SIQRT @1 fren

5. CERT fixes website flaw that exposes sensitive data of
voluntary organ donors

CERT & dgHTSC A UYrIT fhrafase i1 grarsi &1
Tdg-Teiie 3¢ IUINR & AT ®
6. Textile sector is emerging astrength of the country:
Modi
PUST 87 ¢V PIAPHd & ©U H IH TET §: Hid}
7. New microscope reveals molecular jostling faster than
ever before

S HISHIDIT 3T dF DI GG a9 U B gaad Bl
IR Bl 8

8. Deep-brain stimulation: nudging neurons

TTeH- AP AT FR1-T D YR BT
9. India’s Preparation Against GLOF Events
HIRA §RT GLOF "e-13if & faame durst
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10. Security Breach at CoinDCX
CoinDCX U & I

11.

Sdarg dde & favg YRd B SUI eTd

12.

How about a relatable risk metric?

India’s emerging shield against the climate crisis

U Hafta oifay Hifed & IR | simusT &1 faur 82

13.

Mangaluru airport awaits PoC status

WIS gaTg 3fg ®! Y=t &1 gwif frem &1 SauiR

14.

India’s first PPP airport bets on a future-ready plan

HRd T UgdT YIdid gars 3rg1 Hiaw & forg dam gt

UR Gid T @
Eight people die in stampede at
mountain shrine in Haridwar

30 injured in the incident; rumour about a snapped electric line led to panic among devotees gathered along a stairway

with many carrying children; rescue efforts continued for hours; Haridwar District Magistrate orders magisterial inquiry

e e e e T

‘GS llI: Disaster g
iManagement _ __ ___ :

NEW DELHI

ight people were
E killed and 30 in-

jured in a stampede
at the Mansa Devi temple
in Haridwar of Uttarak-
hand on Sunday morning.
Officials said the stampede
occurred around 9 a.m. af-
ter a rumour of a snapped
electric line spread panic
among the massive crowd
that had gathered along
the stairway route of the
temple, located 1,770 feet
above sea level on the Siva-
lik Hills, the southernmost
mountain chain of the
Himalayas.

People from Uttar Pra-
desh, Bihar, and Uttarak-
hand, aged between 12 and
60, were among those who
killed.

A video from the spot
showed a massive crowd
stranded between barri-
cades at a point on the
stairway, with many carry-
ing children and gasping
for breath, with no space

to move at all. The devo-
tees were seen frantically
asking for help as the
crowd swelled from all di-
rections. While some man-
aged to climb the wall
along the stairway, many
ran over others while make
way for themselves.
Slippers, puja items,
and clothes were seen

. m
Tragic steps: Police and SDRF personnel at the site of the stampede in Haridwar on Sunday. pTI

strewn on the temple pre-
mises after the administra-
tion cleared the way.

Rescue and relief

Pramendra Singh Dobal,
Senior Superintendent of
Police, said that teams
from the police and the
State Disaster Response
Force (SDRF) were rushed

to the spot immediately,
and the rescue efforts con-
tinued for hours.
Uttarakhand Chief Mi-
nister Pushkar Singh Dha-
mi, who expressed grief,
announced an ex-gratia of
%2 lakh each to the kin of
the deceased and 350,000
each to the injured. He met
those admitted to a hospi-

tal and assured them of all
possible help from the go-
vernment. “The news of a
stampede at Haridwar’s
Mansa Devi temple is ex-
tremely saddening. SDRF,
local police and other res-
cue teams are on-site and
engaged in relief and res-
cue operations,” he wrote
onX.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi expressed condo-
lences. “Condolences to
those who lost their loved
ones. May the injured re-
cover soon,” he said.

Haridwar District Magis-
trate Mayur Dixit ordered a
magisterial inquiry. The in-
vestigation team will be
headed by a Sub-Divisional
Magistrate who has been
asked to submit a detailed
report on the stampede in
15 days.

Ravindra Puri, presi-
dent of the Mansa Devi
temple trust, announced a
compensation of I5 lakh
each to the families of the
deceased and 1 lakh each
to the injured.

Eight people die in stampede at mountain shrine in

Haridwar

gRER & uddiy dfer # wigs  sms @il &t Hia
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Stampede at Mansa Devi Temple
AT ¢t #feR # wes

e Eight people were killed and 30 injured in a stampede at the Mansa Devi temple in
Haridwar of Uttarakhand on Sunday morning.
AR gag IS ¥ egR [¥d #ier ¢dt w@fer & Wirgs 7em ¥ 8 @l &t Hid
1 715 3R 30 U 8 TUI\

e Officials said the stampede occurred around 9 a.m. after a rumour of a snapped
electric line spread panic among the massive crowd.

YR = I fb UGS Jag 9 F9 & SHNIUN g5 oid faroiell dt R ged $i
Aparg ¥ IS I SpRT-awt 79 5|

e The crowd had gathered along the stairway route of the temple, located 1,770 feet
above sea level on the Sivalik Hills, the southernmost mountain chain of the
Himalayas.

g i Hiex &t AT Ter1s W 3HsI 5 A, I i I 9@ | 1,770 Bie 3t S5
R ferTerg # T9d gfénft vda gaar — Rarfie g R Rd 8
e People from Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, and Uttarakhand, aged between 12 and 60,
were among those who were killed.
;ﬂ?W,%R@ﬁ?Wéﬂ:ﬁ@ﬁ%&ﬂaaﬁmaﬁaﬁnWﬁmm
I

On-Ground Situation

Hie o1 fRufa

e Avideo from the spot showed a massive crowd stranded between barricades at a
point on the stairway, with many carrying children and gasping for breath, with no
space to move at all.

YeARIA & T difedl & foan [ ofts aga ot ot 3ik a8 aivdrew & g ot 53
R, %% @ g B fag gu g aﬁ?ﬂﬁ%ﬁqﬁﬁr@a Fif 3T Tg & AW BIg
OTE T At

e The devotees were seen frantically asking for help as the crowd swelled from all
directions.
OI-oR IR SR § offS et 718, HSTq UaRTHR Heg & fore Yard fod |

e While some managed to climb the wall along the stairway, many ran over others to
make way for themselves.

$S ANl A Wifedl & Y STR TR TGHR 16X e B DIRIRT DI, SIdid b AN
G I Agd §Y M §¢ |

o Slippers, puja items, and clothes were seen strewn on the temple premises after the
administration cleared the way.
mggrmmwmﬁéﬁaﬁﬁﬁ?m?ﬁmﬁqwaﬁmmmw
gu ey |

Rescue and Relief

8d 3R g9 Bt

e Pramendra Singh Dobal, Senior Superintendent of Police, said that teams from
the police and the State Disaster Response Force (SDRF) were rushed to the spot
immediately.
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afvg gfera srefters wi= Rig Siara 7 sam i iy ok Isu smuer ufafsar sa
(SDRF) &1 & q¥d Al TR Wit T3 |
¢ The rescue efforts continued for hours.

919 BT P Gl dP godl 8T

Government Response and Compensation

WHRY ufaferar v gamaen

o Uttarakhand Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami, who expressed grief,
announced an ex-gratia of %2 lakh each to the kin of the deceased and 350,000
each to the injured.

IWIES & GEIHAT Toh Rig Uit 7 MNP had H3d g Jad! & UGl Bl 32
G 3R "Gl B 250,000 BT UG IR S Bt G 1 |

e He met those admitted to a hospital and assured them of all possible help from
the government.

I Srard § Yl ararel A GarsTd & 3R IRPR Dt 3R A 8 JHT Heg o
3y fea

e "The news of a stampede at Haridwar’s Mansa Devi temple is extremely
saddening. SDRF, local police and other rescue teams are on-site and engaged in
relief and rescue operations,” he wrote on X.

3B X IR foran, “gRgR & "k 3d wfeR ¥ WiTee &1 Uk 98¢ §W¢ o | SDRF,
RITFT YT 3R 39 9919 g T R HIG[E & 31 Ied 9 §91d B/ 3 9 gU 1"

Prime Minister's Condolence

YYTHAT B g

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi expressed condolences.
TYTTHAT % HIGH A HaeT e o1

e "“Condolences to those who lost their loved ones. May the injured recover soon,”
he said.
I BT, 3= firae1 3t @iF arel & ufd Wder | arael & 2y e g1 &
HTHAT HRAT 1"

Magisterial Inquiry Ordered

Aforde SIia & 3me=T

o Haridwar District Magistrate Mayur Dixit ordered a magisterial inquiry.
sER & Rrafirert aaR difém 7 Afree s & onew fau

e The investigation team will be headed by a Sub-Divisional Magistrate, who has
been asked to submit a detailed report on the stampede in 15 days.
oIt H Bt SA[ATS IU-Hed ARRBRY H31, [ 15 & & wirgs W faga fraid
iU &1 el T[T 5

Temple Trust Compensation

HfeR g¥e gRT amaw

e Ravindra Puri, president of the Mansa Devi temple trust, announced a
compensation of 5 lakh each to the families of the deceased and %1 lakh each to
the injured.
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Mahadayi row: now, Bommai
condemns Goa CM’s statement

The Hindu Bureau
HUBBALLI

BJP MP and former Karnata-
ka Chief Minister Basavaraj
Bommai on Sunday said ef-
forts are being made to ob-
tain the required clearance
for the Mahadayi project
from the National Board for
Wildlife after meeting Bhu-
pender Yadav, the Union
Minister for Environment,
Forest and Climate Change.

He was addressing mem-
bers of Malaprabha-Maha-
dayi Kalasa Banduri Raita

Horata Okkuta in Naval-
gund of Dharwad district af-
ter visiting their protest site
and receiving a memoran-
dum from them on Sunday.

Statement condemned
Mr. Bommai termed the
statement of the Goa Chief
Minister on the Union Mi-
nister’s assurance of not al-
lowing Mahadayi project as
incorrect and that he con-
demns it strongly. All efforts
required will be made to
protect the interests of Kar-
nataka, he added.

Mr. Bommai said that
when he was the Water Re-
sources Minister, 3I300
crore was allocated for the
project and the canal pro-
ject work was initiated.

The work that is remain-
ing now is only to link the
Kalasa canal to the Banduri
stream, for which the Sidda-
ramaiah government has to
take steps, he said. Mr.
Bommai said it was during
the BJP tenure that the de-
tailed project report was ap-
proved and even environ-
mental clearance was given.

Mahadayi row:
now,
Bommaicondemns
Goa CM's
statement

wgTed! faare; o,
A MaT &
q-IUAl & 99 31
far =t

Mahadayi Project Clearance
and Political Reactions

HeTerd) afkaerT # Hed)

3R rerifae ufafsarg

e BJP MP and former Karnataka Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai on Sunday said
efforts are being made to obtain the required clearance for the Mahadayi project
from the National Board for Wildlife after meeting Bhupender Yadav, the Union
Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate Change.

IAAR Y YT TG SR FBrAled & Jd TOTHA! THaRT SIS - FHgl [ HgTadt
IR & fOIT STawae Wil UTed - & WA fhU o 38 €, 39 forg S8
qaiaRur, a9 3R wierarg uRad= Wt yUis area ¥ gared &1 g

e He was addressing members of Malaprabha-Mahadayi Kalasa Banduri Raita
Horata Okkuta in Navalgund of Dharwad district after visiting their protest site
and receiving a memorandum from them on Sunday.

I5i1 URATS fSret & T[S H ATAUHT-HETed! Serdl agil Il GRICT Siaper
& ! B! IAAR BT 3% faRIY I W SR 3R U YT B Galferd foar|

Statement condemned

a1 ot fHar

e Mr. Bommai termed the statement of the Goa Chief Minister on the Union
Minister’s assurance of not allowing Mahadayi project as incorrect and that he
condemns it strongly.

St S 3 i e 39 SuH B orerdl sl wit < wererd) ufdre it
ST T & BT SMYTH AT T, 7Tera IaTT 3R Fal [ 3 3! el foiar ed B
o All efforts required will be made to protect the interests of Karnataka, he added.
3511 g8 Hi Bl & Sfes & fedl o1 & & forg Wt smazae yam foe s
e Mr. Bommai said that when he was the Water Resources Minister, ¥300 crore was
allocated for the project and the canal project work was initiated.
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ot SIS A BT b o a8 oTet AU WA 3, 79 59 URAISHT & forT 2300 FRIS
3fdfed fpu MU & 3R A8 ufRae=T &1 SR Y& fovar a7

e The work that is remaining now is only to link the Kalasa canal to the Banduri
stream, for which the Siddaramaiah government has to take steps, he said.

21 Pel b o A B A 9% Had Pl A8R Bl dgl YRTH WS B3,
forgas oy RIGRAYT TSR ! Har IoH FHl|

e Mr. Bommai said it was during the BJP tenure that the detailed project report was
approved and even environmental clearance was given.

ot S I P81 {5 HISTUT ATHADTA | 81 59 URTSHT B

faqga ufeatern feaid

(DPR) %! T el off oik watavofta Wit +f <t 1< oft

Congress, BJP engage in a war
of words in Telangana over
shortage of urea for farming

R. Ravikanth Redd
HYDERABAD

Urea politics in Telangana
touched a peak on Sunday
with the ruling Congress
and the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) engaging in a
war of words to pin the
blame on each other, as a
challenge for an open de-
bate was thrown by both
political parties.

BJP State president N.
Ramchander Rao went on
the offensive, rejecting the
government’s claims of
shortage of urea and chal-

The State government says
Centre has not supplied
allocated urea on time.

the State. Speaking in Ma-
habubnagar, he accused

tion to tarnish the Union
government’s image.

However, Agriculture
Minister hit back with
specific figures, stating that
the Centre had not sup-
plied the allocated quanti-
ty of urea on time. The Mi-
nister claimed that
shortfalls in Central supply
have created bottlenecks at
the distribution level, des-
pite the State’s
preparedness.

In a letter addressed to
Union Minister for Chemi-
cals and Fertilisers J.P. Nad-
da on Saturday, Mr. Rao

Congress, BJP
engage in a warof
words in
Telangana
overshortage of
urea for farming
e § HiIU
3R TSI & 9
givar o &4 &t
GEQ

aP g e

Congress, BJP engage in a
war of words in Telangana
over shortage of urea for

lenging Agriculture Minis-  the Congress of misleading  said there was a 36% deficit g3 min g
ter Tummala Nageswara farmers, alleging that the in supply to Telangana. a a
Rao for a debate on the ruling party in the State  The deficit supply was seen ﬁ Gﬁ? LISEL
supply and availability in  was spreading misinforma-  in all the months, he said. a? ﬁ'i[ qﬁ‘q‘r aﬂ‘ $‘lﬂ' aﬁ
ABY qHYH 5T
e Congress, BJP engage in a war of words in Telangana over shortage of urea for
farming.

I B i & e givam &) St &1 dax HY SR YIS & S ahgS [5a|

e The Congress party alleged that the BJP-led Central government had failed to

ensure the availability of urea.

HIY UICT 7 RIY T o HTSTUT Aqed aTell g IRPR GRAT Pt ST
gAY HA & fawra @RI

e Telangana Agriculture Minister Tummala Nageswara Rao claimed that the State had

enough stocks but distribution was hampered due to Centre’s delay.
T & PN WAl T ARIYR 1a = g1 foaT o o9 & U Oiwd Xeids T difae
Fg B ¢ & HRUT faaror yuifad gam
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Union Minister and BJP leader G. Kishan Reddy hit back saying that the Centre had
dispatched adequate quantities and blamed the State government for
mismanagement.

Ferg w3k HToTaT e S, fHE ¥} A UdieaR FRd §U Fel fob b 3 gute A o
AT Ul AT 3R 3P GEUANT & foll I IRBR DI FoTHER S|

He said that the Congress government in Telangana was trying to cover up its own
failure in managing agriculture supplies.

I5I7 BT fb AGTHT Pt B

B PIRTR PR IB 5

BJP leaders staged protests across several districts demanding accountability from

the State.

WRHR FY mfd gae= T st fawerar &1 fsum

YTSTdT el 3 B3 ford! # weRi fu ok g 9 Saraeg! 31 JF $
Congress retaliated by saying that BJP was indulging in political drama instead of
solving the problem.

HIYT A TACIR DR U Hal [ UISUT THRT §A B B! Solld MSIHITaD ATed HI

i

Farmers in several parts of Telangana have complained of non-availability of urea,
especially during the peak sowing season.

AT & Fs G| & Ml A TR gaTs & oxd HIH J giar &t srquesar

P FRIBIId Fi 8l

‘CAPF troops with severe
injuries to get full benefits’

Personnel who undergo amputation shall remain in service; the Centre will ensure the best tech

and medical facilities for limb replacement surgery’ for the injured, Union Home Secretary says

Vl]alta Singh
NEW DELHI

entral Armed Police
C Forces (CAPF) per-

sonnel who get se-
verely injured during oper-
ations and have to undergo
amputation will be allowed
to continue in service till
their retirement with all
benefits, Union Home Se-
cretary Govind Mohan said
on Sunday.

Mr. Mohan said the go-
vernment will ensure the
best medical facilities and
technology available in the
world for “limb replace-
ment surgery” for the
CAPF officials and jawans,
and it will be ensured that
loss of limbs is corrected as
far as possible.

“Government will also
ensure a minimum finan-
cial package for such per-
sonnel and they will be ac-
commodated in  the
organisation,” Mr. Mohan
said, while addressing the
87th Raising Day of the
Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) in Delhi.

The CAPF personnel
have to adhere to certain

Union Home Secretary Govind Mohan and CRPF D-G G.P. Singh (left)
at the CRPF Raising Day in Delhi on Sunday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

physical standards for
timely promotion and
services.

On the forefront
At least five CRPF person-
nel were grievously injured
during a 21-day anti-Maoist
operations on the Chhattis-
garh-Telangana border that
concluded on May 11
Named ‘Operation Black
Forest’, the combing oper-
ations were carried out in
the Karegutta Hills (KGH).
The Home Secretary ad-

ded that a large number of
CRPF personnel, including
women, have been de-
ployed for law and order
duty in Manipur after an
ethnic conflict erupted in
the State in May 2023. He
said that during his recent
visit to the State, he not-
iced that the personnel
have to move from one lo-
cation to another and face
various hardships due to
lack of adequate facilities.
“CRPF Director-General
has been asked to submit a

report on the facilities re-
quired for the jawans, par-
ticularly women.

Home Ministry will en-
sure best facilities,” Mr.
Mohan said.

Left-wing extremism

He added that efforts are
also under way to improve
the living conditions at the
camps in left-wing extre-
mism (LWE) affected areas.

“CRPF is playing a key
role in ending LWE me-
nace before March 2026,”
he said, adding that 149 for-
ward operating bases have
been operationalised in
the LWE areas, forcing the
Maoists to retreat.

The official said that left-
wing extremism is on the
verge of its end in Bihar,
Jharkhand, and West
Bengal.

He said Home Minister
Amit Shah mentioned at
the National Security Stra-
tegies Conference on Sun-
day that India’s rising sta-
ture would lead to security
challenges and the CAPFs
would play an important
role in thwarting those
challenges.

‘CAPF troops with
severeinjuries to
get full benefits’
THR U 9 g1
CAPF If&| ST
@y faer

Central Armed Police Forces
(CAPF) Personnel Policy
Update

Pt e gferd I@
(CAPF) Sl &1 Hifa &
dqdld

e Central Armed Police
Forces (CAPF) personnel who
get severely injured during
operations and have to
undergo amputation will be
allowed to continue in service
till their retirement with all
benefits, Union Home
Secretary Govind Mohan said
on Sunday.
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&4 g Tfa Mdg Hied A AIaR &1 Fel o "areq & SR 1R & u & araa
B aTd 3R 37T faIsde TR a1d CAPF & SIaHl &1 Aari=igia a [t el &
|TY AT T & 354 DT 3Afd & St

Mr. Mohan said the government will ensure the best medical facilities and
technology available in the world for “limb replacement surgery” for the CAPF
officials and jawans, and it will be ensured that loss of limbs is corrected as far as
possible.

st TIg = FTT P WBR CAPF & SRIBTRAT 3R STaH b forw AT FfereTa= Teidt
& fore fay ot wd9g fafeen gfaung ok ae-iie gRiEd i ok a8 g fea
STe fo ST Bt &ffr B GURIUT JURT ST |

"Government will also ensure a minimum financial package for such personnel and
they will be accommodated in the organisation,” Mr. Mohan said, while addressing
the 87th Raising Day of the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) in Delhi.

ot Hig A Rt # Sfta ord yfera & (CRPF) & 874 wuTuAT fad &1 daifd &vd
BU HET, "WBR U HiHal & forg =grad faxfta 9% off gHfda H3f ok 3% e
H guTaiferd foar srem |-

The CAPF personnel have to adhere to certain physical standards for timely
promotion and services.

%Pgmaﬁwwuaﬂﬁaﬁ?ﬁmésmwmhﬁWHﬁwwm
|

On the Forefront

JduyH ufeg A

At least five CRPF personnel were grievously injured during a 21-day anti-Maoist
operation on the Chhattisgarh-Telangana border that concluded on May 11.

% ¥ HY Ui CRPF SIaTH SITG-da =T YTHT | gU 21 feadta Toga fazieht
SRAM & ERM 1R U A urad gT, S 11 93 &) U ol

Named ‘Operation Black Forest’, the combing operations were carried out in the
Karegutta Hills (KGH).

T TATRN SR B TR AP Biewe” 14 a1 77 o7 3R 5 el feed
(KGH) # S feam |

The Home Secretary added that a large number of CRPF personnel, including
women, have been deployed for law and order duty in Manipur after an ethnic
conflict erupted in the State in May 2023.

g Afa = §al & U5 2023 T Iy & A Sud Ysa- & ae, Afgansi afgd st
T=T H CRPF ST &1 ARTYR H A awIT SEI & AT oA1d fbar T g |

He said that during his recent visit to the State, he noticed that the personnel have to
move from one location to another and face various hardships due to lack of
adequate facilities.

I BeT b T P U BRI &R P &R 3o ¢& b Bl B T I |
TR R IR T ISl 8 3R 38 Uaied grauts $t HHt & SR HiSAISAl BT
AT AT 08l 5

"CRPF Director-General has been asked to submit a report on the facilities
required for the jawans, particularly women. Home Ministry will ensure best
facilities,” Mr. Mohan said.

off 75T - 5T, “CRPF HBTICRIP &I SIaT-l & fag Smazas® gfaursf, oy = a3
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S. Vijay Kumar

the Organ Retrieval Bank-
ing Organisation (ORBO)
website of the All India In-
stitute of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS), New Delhi, that
exposed sensitive data of
voluntary organ donors
across India along with
their identity, health pro-
file and contact details was
detected and resolved,
thanks to an independent
security researcher who
flagged the flaw.

ORBO is the nodal facili-
ty for cadaver organ and
tissue donation-related ac-
tivities of the AIIMS.

In mid-May, the re-
searcher, Aniket Tomar,
came across the vulnera-
bility and alerted the Com-
puter Emergency Res-
ponse Team (CERT).

In an email about the
critical data exposure, he
said the vulnerability dis-
closed personally identifia-
ble and medical informa-
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Afgarsii & forg, T Rl wRgd H37 S B8 T ¢ | 8 HATAd Harad Ay
gt oo

Left-wing Extremism

Iyt SUare

He added that efforts are also under way to improve the living conditions at the

camps in left-wing extremism (LWE) affected areas.

3I5i4 gg vt we1 f amudt Suarg (LWE) yHTfad &= & &l A ¥g1 &1 fRufa o
YR & e v SR |

"CRPF is playing a key role in ending LWE menace before March 2026," he said,

adding that 149 forward operating bases have been operationalised in the LWE
areas, forcing the Maoists to retreat.

3Gi- Pgl, "CRPF HTH 2026 | Ugd arauft 3UaTg 3t THRIT B TUIE He+ o
Ag@yul YAST FAHTIE &, 1Y 81 351+ aar i LWE & 7 149 SR Hare
3 91 fpU T B, RO AraiaTdl i e W WeigR gU B

The official said that left-wing extremism is on the verge of its end in Bihar,
Jharkhand, and West Bengal.

fIBRY F Far i feR, FIREs iR uf3w swa § ar Suare sr= id 91

PR R EI

He said Home Minister Amit Shah mentioned at the National Security Strategies

Conference on Sunday that India’s rising stature would lead to security challenges
and the CAPFs would play an important role in thwarting those challenges.

3511 Pl b 78 Al offHa e = TR ! g

TR IvHIfaar IWe § ogl for

YR B 9@t UFIST & HROT YR&T gfaal S g1 SR 4 gl & Fues §

CERT fixes website flaw that
exposed sensitive data of
voluntary organ donors

The data leak provided access
to all organ and tissue donors
registered with the AlIMS.

tion of registered organ
and tissue donors without
any authentication me-
chanism for accessing it.

The data leak provided
unrestricted access to the
complete list of organ and
tissue donors registered
with the AIIMS.

The information includ-
ed full name, residential
address, date of birth,
blood group, mobile num-
ber and emergency con-
tact details of the donor
putting hundreds of indivi-
duals at significant risks of

identity theft, phishing at-
tacks, and social engineer-
ing exploitation.

“Such a data breach

from a reputed medical in-
stitution not only under-
mines public trust in digi-
tal health systems but also
violates data protection
principles under the Digi-
tal Personal Data Protec-
tion (DPDP) Act, 2023,” Mr.
Tomar said in his alert to
the CERT.

“I was able to view sev-
eral lakh donor entries...
The data was not limited to
Delhi, the entries ap-
peared to include donors
from various regions
across India, indicating a
nationwide scope,” Mr. To-
mar told The Hindu.

On June 18, 2025, the
CERT wrote to Mr. Tomar
appreciating him for de-
tecting the critical vulnera-
bility.

The vulnerability was
successfully mitigated and
the exposed data were no
longer publicly accessible,
the researcher said.

CAPF Hg@qUl YT fAUTE |

CERT fixes website flaw that
exposes sensitive data of
voluntary organ donors

CERT &1 d99TS< A Ul fPwafss
3T Srarei &1 HAdeT=id SeT
IR 8 14T §

Critical Vulnerability in ORBO Website of AIIMS,
New Delhi

Q;:%ns,qiﬁc—vﬁﬁomoamﬁmﬂ?ﬁ!&n

e Adcritical vulnerability in the Organ Retrieval
Banking Organisation (ORBO) website of the All
India Institute of Medical Sciences (AlIIMS), New
Delhi, that exposed sensitive data of voluntary
organ donors across India along with their identity,
health profile and contact details was detected and
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resolved, thanks to an independent security researcher who flagged the flaw.

AlIMS, =I€ et 3 Organ Retrieval Banking Organisation (ORBO) Jauge #H U
TR grem @t e o, o UIRd WR & W@ 30T grareii & ugaH, WA
WHTsd 3R Hud fyavor Sff TdeT=iia Sear IR 8 78 2Rt 59 I 3
g 3R TUIU U Iads GR&T Meddt gRT foar mar a9 Raid faan
ORBO is the nodal facility for cadaver organ and tissue donation-related
activities of the AlIMS.

ORBO, AllMS &1 Id | 3T 3R SHa® g | Heftd Mfafafir ! Aisd 31 o
In mid-May, the researcher, Aniket Tomar, came across the vulnerability and alerted
the Computer Emergency Response Team (CERT).

s & A H AP MR TS Mudmdl o g8 TRt el ok I 30! g
Computer Emergency Response Team (CERT) Akl
In an email about the critical data exposure, he said the vulnerability disclosed
personally identifiable and medical information of registered organ and tissue
donors without any authentication mechanism for accessing it.

TR 3T IUTR g & Jdy & U SHA H I5i- 9ardl [ I8 Wi usiipd 30T 3R
A gt & AfRNTG Ygda a1 iR fafeciia st 3 famr fed
YATUROT UfehdT & ISR AR EH 4t
The data leak provided unrestricted access to the complete list of organ and tissue
donors registered with the AIIMS.

9 ST fi 7 AllMS H Uoidd 31T 3R SHaw ararsi it i Gt a& fa= Ad-eid
Ugd U B
The information included full name, residential address, date of birth, blood
group, mobile number and emergency contact details of the donor putting
hundreds of individuals at significant risks of identity theft, phishing attacks,
and social engineering exploitation.

BRI H QT A1, Fare v, 5= ffy, Yo w9, Aiargd Aa? iR ST
Hud faazor 2nfie 9, e Sest @il o) ugar &1 91, R gae ok diwra
oA YT & TR W HT I A1 UST|

“Such a data breach from a reputed medical institution not only undermines
public trust in digital health systems but also violates data protection principles
under the Digital Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Act, 2023, Mr. Tomar said in
his alert to the CERT.

"o Ufaf¥a fRferem SR 4 TH1 Ser Seead 7 sad fSfores warea yonferat 7
SdT & fIYTH 3 HHR BT &, 3fcp [Sirea afemma Ser e sftfran
(DPDP), 2023 & T5d SeT | Rigial &7 Seaa i &=dl &,” of TR = CERT &
Wofl 775 =rdraH & FaTl

“I was able to view several lakh donor entries... The data was not limited to Delhi,
the entries appeared to include donors from various regions across India, indicating
a nationwide scope,” Mr. Tomar told The Hindu.

“H 3 A grareil 31 ufafdal <g.. g8 SeT daw faweh ae Wi 7 o, sfcs
399 YRd o fafirr &=t & arareit o1 gfafgar off, SR ge Igeardt TR &1 SbRT
Udid gt 8, ot R A T g o s

On June 18, 2025, the CERT wrote to Mr. Tomar appreciating him for detecting the
critical vulnerability.

%qazozsﬁcemﬁ%ﬁﬁmﬁﬁ%ﬁ?&ﬂ@:ﬁﬁ%ﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁmmw
|
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The vulnerability was successfully mitigated and the exposed data were no
longer publicly accessible, the researcher said.

TNebdl = T [ I8 @Rt AP AdTgd® gr B &1 T8 ¢ 3R 37d ISR el
rdS® U A U] 81 ¢ |

Textile sector is emerging as
strength of the country: Modi

In Mann Ki Baat address, PM says start-ups are lending global stature to India’s handloom identity;

he also underscores the rising interest in science among children post-Chandrayaan-3 launch

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

rime Minister Na-
P rendra Modi said
on Sunday that the

textile industry, which was
an expression of India’s
cultural diversity, now had
more than 3,000 active
start-ups, and the driving
force behind its rapid
growth were women from
villages, designers from ci-
ties, elderly weavers, and
young entrepreneurs.

During the Mann Ki Baat
address, Mr. Modi said
start-ups had given global
stature to India’s han-
dloom identity. Comment-
ing on the 10* anniversary
of National Handloom Day,
which is celebrated on Au-
gust 7 every year to com-
memorate the launch of
the Swadeshi movement in
1905, he said, “Just like
Khadi gave new strength to
the freedom movement ...,
today as the country pro-
gresses towards becoming
a developed nation, the
textile sector is turning out
to be the country’s
strength.”

“In these 10 years, lakhs

Q Just like our Khadi gave
new strength to the
freedom movement... today, when
the country is moving towards
becoming a developed India,
the textile sector is turning

out to be the strength
of the country

NARENDRA MODI
Prime Minister

e
iy

i

of people associated with
this sector have scripted
many success stories,” he
said, citing the example of
Kavita Dhawale from Paith-
an village in Maharashtra,
who, with government
support, is now earning
three times more by selling
selffmade Paithani saris.
About 650 tribal women
from Mayurbhanj (Odisha)
have revived the Santhali
sari. The family of Naveen
Kumar from Nalanda (Bi-
har), who has been asso-
ciated with the sector for
generations, has incorpo-
rated a modern approach
to transform the business.
Referring to Group Cap-
tain Shubhanshu Shukla’s
return from space, Mr. Mo-

di said the entire country
was filled with pride. He
said the Inspire-Manak Ab-
hiyan scheme — in which
five children are selected
from each school — had
promoted innovation
among youngsters. After
Chandrayaan-3’s launch,
the number of children
joining the campaign had
doubled. The number of
start-ups in the space sec-
tor grew from 50 to 200 in
just five years.

The Prime Minister
praised Devesh Pankaj,
Sandeep Kuchi, Debdutt
Priyadarshi, and Ujjwal Ke-
sari for winning medals in
the International Chemis-
try Olympiad.

Mr. Modi also spoke

about 12 Maratha forts
which have been recog-
nised by UNESCO as World
Heritage Sites.

Paying homage to Khu-
diram Bose, the 18-year-old
freedom fighter who was
hanged on August 11, 1908,
in Muzaffarpur, Bihar, Mr.
Modi said, “Inside the jail,
British officers were pre-
paring to hang a young
man. There was no fear on
the face of that youth; rath-
er it was full of pride ...”

On wildlife conserva-
tion, the Prime Minister
said that for the first time, a
grassland bird census had
been conducted in Kazi-
ranga National Park (As-
sam) and 40 species were
identified using sound re-
cording devices and AL

On the cleanliness
drive, he said this year,
more than 4,500 cities and
towns had joined and over
15 crore people participat-
ed all over the country. “...
Amid the showers of Sa-
wan, the country is once
again going to be adorned
by the fervour of festiv-
als.... many best wishes to
all of you for these holy fes-
tivals,” he added.

Textile sector is
emerging astrength
of the country:
Modi

HUST &7 ¢
PIdIed & Y |

SHR @1 5: dict

Prime Minister’s Address on
Textile Sector, Innovation,
and National Pride

U BT Gae=: 95 &7,
TIER SR T TRT R

o Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said on
Sunday that the textile
industry, which was an
expression of India’s cultural
diversity, now had more than
3,000 active start-ups, and the
driving force behind its rapid
growth were women from

villages, designers from cities, elderly weavers, and young entrepreneurs.

TUTHA g A A AITR &1 FHg1 o 9% SN, o URd B Fiepfasd fafaeman

B Afeafad 8, 31 3,000 F 3T Alha TWIE-3M HT TR & IHT €, 3R 3TD! O

?*WWﬁﬁ%ﬂrﬁ,m$%ﬁW§qﬁmsﬁTwmmm
|

During the Mann Ki Baat address, Mr. Modi said start-ups had given global stature
to India’s handloom identity.
A B 91d HRHH | HIGH Sif A BT [P WTé -3 § WRd Pt gYHIAT Uga Pl
afy® g Ak B
Commenting on the 10th anniversary of National Handloom Day, which is
celebrated on August 7 every year to commemorate the launch of the Swadeshi
movement in 1905, he said, "Just like Khadi gave new strength to the freedom
movement.., today as the country progresses towards becoming a developed
nation, the textile sector is turning out to be the country’s strength.”

PR YT fdaw i 10d

qiirie WR fewuft Hd T, i &R A1 7 SAT HI 1905

T 3= U RN Srigtad &1 Wi # A/ ST 8, 3614 ol “forg @g |l A
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AT G B T3 dlebd ol ... 39T o G2 fAPp A MY §7 BT 3R SRR,
I G S P AT ST o QT 1"

“In these 10 years, lakhs of people associated with this sector have scripted many
success stories,” he said, citing the example of Kavita Dhawale from Paithan village
in Maharashtra, who, with government support, is now earning three times more
by selling self-made Paithani saris.

"3 10 961 H 39 &5 Y S ARGl @I A S Aot 1 per-ai fordl 8 371 P,
JETERUT &d gu & U Tig B! HiAaT Yad B, S RGN TgAT I 3
AT Youft IS &1 SR 3@ i AT 3iftre HAT e ¢
About 650 tribal women from Mayurbhanj (Odisha) have revived the Santhali sari.
gﬁ%m%wﬂwﬁaﬂweso JTfeanit uigarsi 2 wardt AT$t I Goitad faar

I
The family of Naveen Kumar from Nalanda (Bihar), who has been associated with
the sector for generations, has incorporated a modern approach to transform the
business.

fIeR & el & 909 FUR &1 IRaR, S difeal V 39 &7 A J3T1 ], 3@ FRIIR &
geo & fog smyfe TfReiur ST @ 6|

Referring to Group Captain Shubhanshu Shukla’s return from space, Mr. Modi
said the entire country was filled with pride.

U PP YHIY YT DI 3iafver A araedt BT e HRa gY AT off 3 o i
AR TRT § 4R T

He said the Inspire-Manak Abhiyan scheme — in which five children are selected
from each school — had promoted innovation among youngsters.

I Bl & STURR-ATe AR diorT — Rad e ¥ | Uiy T o1 99+
1T 8 — A garai & FaraR &) gera fean |

After Chandrayaan-3’s launch, the number of children joining the campaign had
doubled.

YSATH-3 & U0 & §1G 9 NI H M 1 ardt o=l &1 =1 G 81 718 ¢ |
The number of start-ups in the space sector grew from 50 to 200 in just five years.
Siafver &= # weIé-3rey o I8 Uid 99l § 50 | 9gPH< 200 &1 7T ¢

The Prime Minister praised Devesh Pankaj, Sandeep Kuchi, Debdutt Priyadarshi,
and Ujjwal Kesari for winning medals in the International Chemistry Olympiad.
TYFHAT 3 ¢4 Uepel, WY B, qaad fracsff oik S=aa Fadt & sieRigh
TG SMeifiars # uge Siia- W e

Mr. Modi also spoke about 12 Maratha forts which have been recognised by
UNESCO as World Heritage Sites.

Hie oif 7 3 12 7137 fhal &1 I fohan o gt gRT fay t(RigR A &
=Y H A et 3

Paying homage to Khudiram Bose, the 18-year-old freedom fighter who was
hanged on August 11, 1908, in Muzaffarpur, Bihar, Mr. Modi said, “Inside the jail,
British officers were preparing to hang a young man. There was no fear on the face of
that youth; rather it was full of pride..."

18 qffa Tadzrar I GER™ 919, 5= 11 AT 1908 & AHFAIYR, fgR &
Bt Y TS <ft, B Hgioifer S §UHIET o 7 et o & oicR, fafewr srftreTit ue
ga® &I BIEl G- B daRI PR 3@ 1 3 AP & a8 W IS YA g1, fch TRa
.
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On wildlife conservation, the Prime Minister said that for the first time, a grassland
bird census had been conducted in Kaziranga National Park (Assam) and 40
species were identified using sound recording devices and Al.

oI TREHT R THFHAT 3 gl fob Ugell SR Srefiiem Igtg S (3raw) o
Y T&f ST 31 71 § 3R 40 USifadl &t uga wafy Rpifa Sudun ik
Al & HIEHH A B TS |

On the cleanliness drive, he said this year, more than 4,500 cities and towns had
joined and over 15 crore people participated all over the coun

try.
maﬁ‘mwﬁﬁmﬁ?sﬂaﬁmsooﬁmmﬁaﬁmﬁmm
3R A WR | 15 FS A Sifer AN A yriig &t
“... Amid the showers of Sawan, the country is once again going to be adorned by the
fervour of festivals... many best wishes to all of you for these holy festivals,” he

added.
“ . T 1 91 P d19, I TP IR T AERI Bt SHT I ol &1 TET §.... 3 Fif

DI 31 gfaa ERI & 1T &30 JFUSTHATY,” 3514 gl
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New microscope reveals molecular
jostling faster than ever before

Conventional microscopes are invasive and have limited fields of view. Other microscopes still can't distinguish individual molecules, which are around tens of angstroms in

size. A team from Caltech has now found a way to indirectly detect molecules by observing their interactions with light and tapping into Brownian motion

Unnati Ash:

ore than a century ago, a
26-year-old Albert Einstein
explained Brownian motion
in one of four papers he

published in his annus mirabilis, the
miraculous year, called because these
papers shot him to fame. Brownian
motion is the random jittering of small
particles in a fluid, caused because
they're constantly colliding with
molecules around them.

Now, scientists at the California
Institute of Technology (Caltech) have
developed a breakthrough imaging
technique that enables real-time filming
of these molecular motions. Their
findings were published in Nature
Communications.

‘Surreal experience’
Conventional microscopes are invasive
and have limited fields of view. Other
microscopes still can't distinguish
individual molecules, which are around
tens of angstroms in size (1 angstrom =
0.0000000001 m). To compare, one
human hair is about a million

Aschematic view of the imaging techniq

“While traditional techniques often
rely on time-consuming point-by-point
S i captures the

thick. The Caltech team has now found a
way to indirectly detect molecules by
observing their interactions with light.
Their technique also taps into the
Brownian motion of particles.

Using the device they have reported
that they can see down to tens of
angstroms. “It was a surreal experience to
visualise molecular sizes in real-time at
the angstrom scale,” Yogeshwar Nath
Mishra, who co-led the study when at
Caltech’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory and
who is now an assistant professor at
1IT-Jodhpur, said.

“Even more remarkable was the
realisation that no existing technique can
achieve this level of detail.”

Need for speed

The more massive a particle, the slower
its Brownian motion. “[It] is like watching
how much a spinning object twists after
being nudged by light. Small molecules
spin fast and scramble the light more. Big
molecules spin slowly and keep it
aligned,” Lihong Wang, director of the

our app
scene in a single shot,” Wang said. “We
also achieved imaging speeds of hundreds
of billions of frames per second, making it
possible to observe molecular
interactions in unprecedented slow
motion."The device is thus the world’s
fastest single-shot microscope.

“Finally, unlike [traditional methods]
which require extensive sample
preparation and often damage the
specimen, our method is non-intrusive,
enabling direct, in-situ measurements,”
Wang added.

“Some of the most exciting features of
this microscope include its wide-field
imaging capability, offering an image area
of a few square centimetres, an order of

i t than i
microscopes,” per Mishra. “To the best of
our knowledge, our work is the first ever
to achieve the feat of single-shot 2D
molecular sizing.”

Playing jigsaw
They tested their microscope using a
d

developed at Caltech that enabl
of the laser sheet (b), the DMD as it operates (c), and th

filming of molecular motions. The three insets show the top view

y in front of the st 's

ee

The key is the use of the streak
camera to detect dynamics in
nanoseconds. This is within the actual
lifetimes of the molecules and
wouldn’'t be possible with slow
detectors or photodetectors

BASUDEV ROY
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR AT IIT MADRAS

the sample in the cuvette. As it does, the
sample emits light that falls on an array of
small square mirrors making up a digital
micromirror device (DMD).

‘The DMD’s job is to shape the light
beam. Researchers use software code to
tilt each individual mirror in this
light-crafter depending on the
corresponding pixel in the input image.

“Imagine you're trying to solve a jigsaw
puzzle, but instead of having all the
pieces, you only have a few of them — and
surprisingly, you can still figure out what
the full picture looks like,” Wang said.

This idea underpins the team’s

molecule called i

in is a food

Caltech Optical Imaging Lab: y and
who supervised the study, said. So by
measuring how fast a molecule changes
the properties of light, they could
determine its size.

The Egyptian-American chemist
Ahmed Zewail from Caltech was the first
to measure particle motion at super-short
time scales. This work allowed his team to
observe chemical reactions as they
happened for the first time. He was
awarded the Nobel Prize for chemistry in
1999.

before

S HISHhIPIY 3T dF 3! a4 ovf SHU[3ii 1 gaad &I
SR Sl

e Conventional microscopes are invasive and have limited fields of view.

URUNS HISHIPIY PR 8idl ¢ 3R 371 efiypior Hifta giar 2|

F y
Fluorescein-dextran is used to monitor
blood flow, drug delivery, and tissue and
cell labelling. These fluorescent molecules
come in the form of powders. The
scientists blended them with water and
used clean pipettes to pour drops of these
samples into cuvettes (clear, short,
rectangular tubes for holding liquid
samples).\Then they turned to ultrashort
pulses from a laser. These lasers aren't
unlike those used in LASIK and cataract
surgeries. The laser sheet slices through

, which can reconstruct the full
picture from very few measurements
provided the structure is repetitive.

The DMD converts the transient scene
into a random jigsaw pattern from which
researchers can extract information about
the full picture.

The light finally passes through a streak
tube that converts the photons in light to
electrons.

A phosphor screen collects these
electrons as they sweep across it and
creates a pattern of streaks. The streak
pattern reveals the pulse duration from

(d). NAT COMMUN 16, 5019 (2025)

which scientists can infer the sizes of the
molecules.

Ensemble of molecules

“Itis an interesting piece of work. The key
in this work is the use of the streak
camera to detect dynamics in
nanoseconds. This is within the actual
lifetimes of the molecules and wouldn’t
be possible with slow detectors or
photodetectors,” Basudev Roy, an
associate professor at [IT Madras who
works on super-resolution microscopy
and wasn't involved in the recent study,
said.

The size of molecules measured using
their technique concurred with previous
estimates.

“It still sees an ensemble of molecules
inside a detection region — it still doesn’t
see a single molecule yet. But the
dynamics indicate chemical compositions
and also chemical reactions,” Roy said.

“Surprisingly, we found out that the
technique also works in gas phases. ...
Initially, we assumed it would be

to apply [it] in
environments, such as within a flame,”
said study co-lead Peng Wang of Caltech.

The team observed black carbon
nanoparticles in flames through the
microscope. “Our data in the gas phase
turned out to work excellently and the
molecule size matches ... experimental
observation well,” Peng said.

‘This new imaging technique could help
better visualise processes and transform
biomedical research, disease detection,
drug design, and nanomaterial
fabrication, among others.

(Unnati Ashar is a freelance science
Jjournalist. unnati a@ymail.com)

THE GIST

The more massive a particle,
the slower its Brownian
motion. Small molecules spin
fast and scramble the light
more. Big molecules spin
slowly and keep it aligned. So
by measuring how fast a
molecule changes the
properties of light, researchers
could determine its size

v

The new approach captures
the scene in a single shot.
Researchers achieved speeds
of hundreds of billions of
frames per second, making it
possible to observe molecular
interactions in slow motion.
The device is thus the world's
fastest single-shot microscope
-

This new imaging technique
could help better visualise
processes and transform
biomedical research, disease
detection, drug design, and
nanomaterial fabrication

e Other microscopes still can't distinguish individual molecules, which are around
tens of angstroms in size.

3 ARDHRDIY 37§ U afermra ufaii &1 uga 75! B Ahcll, DT SMHR AT

ol T gl 5|
e Ateam from Caltech has now found a way to indirectly detect molecules by
observing their interactions with light and tapping into Brownian motion.
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T BT START XD SULSHT BT TS U & Tl A BT AT Wil (ebTel 5|

Breakthrough in Brownian Motion Imaging

T IR SARAT & Swad

More than a century ago, a 26-year-old Albert Einstein explained Brownian
motion in one of four papers he published in his annus mirabilis, the miraculous
year, called because these papers shot him to fame.

1 a1 9 off B, 26 I Sead AT A TSR WM B 30 annus
mirabilis @T@R] av) T USRI IR M- § ¥ T T T o, o T0ah Ry
gfeT gl 71 ilfes g Ul A I Ui & faa|

Brownian motion is the random jittering of small particles in a fluid, caused
because they're constantly colliding with molecules around them.

ST HAIRH U R & BI¢ BN Bt Sifafia 7fd g, S S IRI 3R &1 Sruga
A TMAR THIA & BRI

Now, scientists at the California Institute of Technology (Caltech) have developed
a breakthrough imaging technique that enables real-time filming of these
molecular motions.

3fq, PRIBIaT STeye 3ATE SISl (Caltech) & ATMD! T HifaPRI
W@ﬁw@aﬁwﬁﬁaﬁ%ﬁsﬁwmﬁm-mﬁﬁﬁ%ﬂ & IHa
|

Their findings were published in Nature Communications.

% feepy AR SRAPHRFT ufEieT § U1 gu |

‘Surreal Experience’

*ARAfA® T’

Conventional microscopes are invasive and have limited fields of view.

TRURS HAISHIDIU SEIATBRI 81d & IR 3761 VB WA gar 5|

Other microscopes still can't distinguish individual molecules, which are around
tens of angstroms in size (1 angstrom = 0.0000000001 m).

3T TSI 0 3§ U faaiTa SMusii &1 uga 8] Ahd, [oF®T STHR ATHT g8
URCH 811 § (1 YRSIH = 0.0000000001 Hiew) |

To compare, one human hair is about a million angstrom thick.

qoFT & 1T, T HIFG a1 &1 HITTS SRTHAT 10 ORG e TH gl 8

The Caltech team has now found a way to indirectly detect molecules by observing
their interactions with light.

Caltech BT EH 7 3fd 3U[3T &1 YHTRT & ATY FlAfohaTail B! QB I3 VIS &Y
q UgAMA BT T Wil 3|

Their technique also taps into the Brownian motion of particles.

B! dB-I HUN Bt FISAIG el BT HY STFRT et 3

Using the device they have reported that they can see down to tens of angstroms.
fSargy &1 IuahT ox 3= Iar for 3 R TRTTH & Wk a& W Jhd ¢ |

“It was a surreal experience to visualise molecular sizes in real-time at the
angstrom scale,” said Yogeshwar Nath Mishra, who co-led the study at Caltech and
is now an assistant professor at lIT-Jodhpur.

VR wR R Rad-ersa § upsi &7 SMPR WA T aRAaids® gHa Ul

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page78


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

T TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

TRYYR ATy fArgT 3 g1, f61A Caltech T 9 316009 &1 Aqd foba 3R 3@ IIT SHYYR
# TeT® TR ¢ |

“Even more remarkable was the realisation that no existing technique can achieve
this level of detail.”

"ﬁ&%m%mﬁ?aﬁéﬁﬁwWwwﬁﬁmwﬁ
IR "

Need for Speed
T B SraRgdHar

The more massive a particle, the slower its Brownian motion.

PHIs HUT T WY GBI 5, ITD! SIS ey St gt i gl ¢l

“[It] is like watching how much a spinning object twists after being nudged by
light.

(8] T & S <G S TehT=I | oo UTPT B IR U gHe a¥g fobe-1t gelt 21
Small molecules spin fast and scramble the light more.

B U] Ioht J T T 3R TobT 1 31 feRa B

Big molecules spin slowly and keep it aligned,” said Lihong Wang, director of
Caltech Optical Imaging Laboratory.

9 3] fR-R gHd § 3R TSR I Hiem 9978 IWd &, forgi=T1 9, Caltech
TR PHd FARHT dd & D A HaT|

So by measuring how fast a molecule changes the properties of light, they could
determine its size.

3Ry fohaft 310] GRT U= & (UM Y fopaeit Asft & Seer ST @ I8 AR 3 395
THR B AR HR T&Hd B

Ahmed Zewail, an Egyptian-American chemist from Caltech, was the first to
measure particle motion at super-short time scales.

Caltech & - 3N} IATHAT 35HE HAd Usd Aad J 514 95¢ DI T
3RTA TR PHUN & 7Ifd B AT

This work allowed his team to observe chemical reactions as they happened for
the first time.

39 1 A IB! ¢ Bl I ufafsarsii o 39 ged 9Wa W @ § 9aH
foa|

He was awarded the Nobel Prize for Chemistry in 1999.

3 1999 # T A &1 Tied R¥PR Fa

"While traditional techniques often rely on time-consuming point-by-point
scanning, our approach captures the scene in a single shot,” Wang said.

T URURS qh-1d SRR oY A arelt fig-ar-fig Wb w Ak w8, et
BRI A1 U g1 IR | €9 Bl $&R Rt g, 9177 A Bl

“We also achieved imaging speeds of hundreds of billions of frames per second,
making it possible to observe molecular interactions in unprecedented slow
motion.”

T Ul s APbgl 3RT WH Bt gARHT 71f o 31y &1, o sifvaes fomaman
B yayd it wfar & S dua gan -

The device is thus the world’s fastest single-shot microscope.

g fSarsy gufery g o1 W aw Riva-ie agwiaiv g

“Finally, unlike [traditional methods] which require extensive sample preparation
and often damage the specimen, our method is non-intrusive, enabling direct, in-
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situ measurements,” Wang added.

"3fdet:, TRUNRD deieb! Bt gar | RFH TR B fawga aar) & sazgedr gidl g 3R
S 3R A BT ugin?r% AR oYy Srevaalusr! 8, o ueer i ®id
TR {1 YYd Bl 8, 7T A Siisl

“Some of the most exciting features of this microscope include its wide-field
imaging capability, offering an image area of a few square centimetres, an order
of magnitude larger than conventional microscopes,” said Mishra.

"3 HISHIHIY Pl $& JaU AT [aRvarell § 9! faega &= safSiT emar
M B, S aﬁ@ﬁﬂamgﬁaﬂamw—cﬁ% S URUR® ARDHRD U I g
'{FITGIﬁﬁ?% forsm 3 wa
“To the best of our knowledge, our work is the first ever to achieve the feat of
single-shot 2D molecular sizing.”

GART STHHRI & AR, TART B RITA-RTe 2D A TRIeR ATSIRT Ut S arell
g TR B 1

Playing jigsaw

gord

They tested their microscope using a molecule called fluorescein-dextran.

I 3O HIZHRPIT B TSR -SRI "D U] B ITIN B TR |
Fluorescein is a food colouring dye.

TR U @y TS TS 2

Fluorescein-dextran is used to monitor blood flow, drug delivery, and tissue and

cell labelling.

FASNREI-STEH HT ITANT Yo UaTe, Nuf faavor, 3R Sae iR ST
mﬁW$mmwél
These fluorescent molecules come in the form of powders.
I TARIE 3] UTSSY & =T 31T &
The scientists blended them with water and used clean pipettes to pour drops of
these samples into cuvettes (clear, short, rectangular tubes for holding liquid
samples).

AT A 38 U & Iy e ofR W fUtesy &1 Sua R 34 T4 &1 9@l
D! FdeH (AR T DI T & [T URERN, BIS, AR J9) T Srefl|

Then they turned to ultrashort pulses from a laser.

fihR IBIH ASR T M9 aTelt SreeTRITe UeAH BT IuTN b |

These lasers aren’t unlike those used in LASIK and cataract surgeries.

I AoR AR 3N Aifeariae &t Feidt & uged doR! ¥ 3 T8l B

The laser sheet slices through the sample in the cuvette.

AR e T H HiNE T P! IR Tord &

As it does, the sample emits light that falls on an array of small square mirrors
making up a digital micromirror device (DMD).

TS U1 81T 8, dl AT U= ScHfoid bRl & off f$fored AghIftR: fEarsa
(DMD) T § B¢ TR SUUN 1 TH §al | ST ¢ |

The DMD's job is to shape the light beam.

DMD T BT UHT= P {301 1 TR AT 8T B

Researchers use software code to tilt each individual mirror in this light-crafter
depending on the corresponding pixel in the input image.
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MYDHdl ATFEAUR D18 BT ITINT IXD 3 GUUI Bl §1Ye B & =Y U &
3MYR TR FHT 3d T

“Imagine you're trying to solve a jigsaw puzzle, but instead of having all the pieces,
you only have a few of them — and surprisingly, you can still figure out what the full
picture looks like,” Wang said.

R A BT, "Hea DX b 3T Th N USTd 5 HRA DI DIRIRT PR 3G 5, Afh
3T Uy It Ths T8l § — Had T ol § — AR R ot 3y It adR 1 Srgu=
UIRSE R

This idea underpins the team'’s technique, which can reconstruct the full picture
from very few measurements provided the structure is repetitive.

78} AR AW BT dobeies BT 3MUR 8, Sl 3R I 41e<Ts o4 91 8, o) 9gd &4
aTat A O iR o1 AR &R g@d 71

The DMD converts the transient scene into a random jigsaw pattern from which
researchers can extract information about the full picture.

+*DMD 39 &% T3 & Ue YTefased o te- H uRafdd oxdr &, raa Mywal
T8 TR &1 SeR e a@d €1

The light finally passes through a streak tube that converts the photons in light to
electrons.

3{dd: 98 YT U fRIeh egd I BiohR ToRdl § il U § Hislg WIel-) &) saaeil
¥ 9qd qaT o |

A phosphor screen collects these electrons as they sweep across it and creates a
pattern of streaks.

é@tﬁwwﬂﬂﬁsﬁaﬁﬁaﬁﬁumﬁﬂwm%eﬁ?mﬁﬁmﬁﬁm
|

The streak pattern reveals the pulse duration from which scientists can infer the
sizes of the molecules.

7% U Te ueq $t 3afy & ISR Rl 7, B axie s &1 e
fArffea o g B

Ensemble of molecules

U3 T TYZ

“It is an interesting piece of work. The key in this work is the use of the streak
camera to detect dynamics in nanoseconds.

g Uh IaP B ¢ | 5T BN B! Foil AARIDS | TARIEdT BT I T & g

e W F1 3 Bl

This is within the actual lifetimes of the molecules and wouldn’t be possible with

slow detectors or photodetectors,” Basudev Roy said.

g L3 Pt aRATID Y Safd & 1ficR ¢ 3R fif fEeae=t a1 wielfseaesi ¥

g el I, T 1 3 gl

The size of molecules measured using their technique concurred with previous

estimates.

P! db-iics I HIUT 1T (U3} BT AMPR D M A A @rar 3|

"It still sees an ensemble of molecules inside a detection region — it still doesn’t

see a single molecule yet.

g%ﬂﬁ%wmmﬁmﬁ%wﬁm%—%aﬁwmmaﬁ
I
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e But the dynamics indicate chemical compositions and also chemical reactions,”
Roy said.

AP 37ap! TTaRTedT IS T3 3R IEraf~e fafsharsi & defad
PR 8, 9 3 DT

e “Surprisingly, we found out that the technique also works in gas phases.

w

&Y 3edoiies TU W UdT Ia fb U8 debiid A SaRAT H it 1 el 71

e Initially, we assumed it would be challenging to apply [it] in turbulent
environments, such as within a flame,” said study co-lead Peng Wang of Caltech.

%ﬁsﬁwzﬂﬁ?sﬁawgwmﬁmmﬁ@r%m%mmm

griteityof g

HACH P AT Tg-UgE W qiTT 3 Fgl|

e The team observed black carbon nanoparticles in flames through the microscope.

T A AISHRGIY & Ao Y SaraT A

PIa AU P B! @

e "Our data in the gas phase turned out to work excellently and the molecule size

matches ...

experimental observation well,”

Peng said.

NG SEARIT T §AR 3Hihs Tgd 3D T P B 3¢ & 3R 3] T PR TN
TP Y B! AXE A WM IGT AT, U A Bl

e This new imaging technique could help better visualise processes and transform
biomedical research, disease detection, drug design, and nanomaterial

fabrication, among others.

Tg 7 SR aee Tibars B Jgar 1 T, Sig-fFRifeer srzium, I
mma%ﬁ Zar3il # fewrea, iR AR fAwfor S &= 7 wifaei) agae
GIK:E|

Deep-brain stimulation: nudging neurons

Vasudevan Mukunth

Deep-brain stimulation (DBS) is a
medical technique where doctors
implant electrodes deep inside specific
areas of the brain to treat certain
disorders. These electrodes are
connected by wires to a small device,
similar to a heart’s pacemaker, which is
usually placed under the skin in the
upper chest. The device sends
controlled, mild electrical impulses to
targeted brain regions, helping adjust
abnormal brain activity or chemical
imbalances.

DBS is most commonly used for
movement disorders, especially in
people with Parkinson’s disease,
essential tremor, and dystonia, whose
symptoms no longer respond well to
medication. It has also been approved
for some psychiatric conditions like
obsessive-compulsive disorder, and is
being studied for severe depression and
epilepsy.

Technically, DBS works by modifying
how groups of neurons talk to each
other. Many of these disorders involve
faulty electrical signals in the brain.
Delivering electrical pulses through DBS
can interrupt these erratic signals,
helping reduce symptoms such as
tremors or muscle stiffness. The amount
and pattern of stimulation can be
precisely adjusted by doctors or, to some
extent, by patients themselves using
external programmers.

One advantage of DBS is that, unlike
brain surgery that destroys tissue, its

The vagus nerve can be stimulated to manage
epilepsy. MANUS (CC BY-SA)

effects are reversible: if you turn off the
device, the stimulation stops. While the
exact ways DBS works are still not fully
understood, it is believed to help
normalise disrupted brain circuits at
both the cellular and network levels.
More than 1.6 lakh people worldwide
have received DBS.

N

L4
For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Daily page’

Deep-brain stimulation: nudging
neurons

TTe-Ai%Tsh I *R1-9 Bt Ufkd
HIAT

Deep-brain stimulation (DBS)

Slu-s9 fRegaz™ (DBS)

e Deep-brain stimulation (DBS) is a medical technique
where doctors implant electrodes deep inside specific
areas of the brain to treat certain disorders.

S1u-sH ReqaivH (DBS) Tw fafdeasia aete ¢ o
Slaex Afarss & fafky &= & Wiar sdeels yaRIfua
FRd ¢ dlfh S [ADHR! BT SATS [T o T |

e These electrodes are connected by wires to a small
device, similar to a heart’s pacemaker, which is usually
placed under the skin in the upper chest.

Y ZAdCIS ARl & HIEOH J Uh BIe SUBIU Y IS 8 §,
S §eU & UGHS ST BldT § 3R MR TR SHU STt

aﬂw%ﬂ%aﬂmm%

e The device sends controlled, mild electrical impulses to targeted brain regions,
helping adjust abnormal brain activity or chemical imbalances.
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Tg IS Al Afkrss &l H e ok ged fagga Toba Yo g, S
ST W= MRTRIRY o Irarafe sRiget & 3% 39 § Aeg i 21

Uses of DBS

DBS & IUANT

DBS is most commonly used for movement disorders, especially in people with
Parkinson’s disease, essential tremor, and dystonia, whose symptoms no longer
respond well to medication.

DBS &1 ¥ 3TH IUANT Aty waeh fAwri & saa A giar g, v & u d
IfH TRT, SR puehdl, 3R feweifan I difsa @ &, e deror 9 garait @
3t i =781 gid |
It has also been approved for some psychiatric conditions like obsessive-
compulsive disorder, and is being studied for severe depression and epilepsy.

U T AFIRI® NN oY SiTeAfTa-hufera f$HsiTar (ocp) & forg +ff et <t s
g, 3R 34 TR 3rawTe SR fAtt & forg off e fosa S @ B

How DBS Works
DBS I HTH HdT 8

Technically, DBS works by modifying how groups of neurons talk to each other.
B! U ¥, DBS 3 9Td Y TR a7 § f6 R & IYg TH-gok | Hd
HaTg Hd 3|

Many of these disorders involve faulty electrical signals in the brain.

=70 A S PRI § Wi & Ffequ! figgd Wbd T g 2

Delivering electrical pulses through DBS can interrupt these erratic signals, helping
reduce symptoms such as tremors or muscle stiffness.

DBS & ATeAH ¥ fagga Jdra Wi ¥ 37 Sfrafira Tdbal & 1am STl of Il g,
TR U dt a7 TIOR3 ST o aavi 3 T A & Teg e 2

The amount and pattern of stimulation can be precisely adjusted by doctors or, to
some extent, by patients themselves using external programmers.

AT D1 AT 3R U &I Slaexl gRT U1 $6 8¢ ad W Gg ot a8t v &t
Hag ¥ et U I JHMEIE HR 96d ¢

Advantages of DBS
DBS & ATH

One advantage of DBS is that, unlike brain surgery that destroys tissue, its effects
are reversible: if you turn off the device, the stimulation stops.

DBS &1 Teh o Tg g b, AR Pt el Fafdrea st Sasl & 9¢ Sl § 394
SIS, $HP UHTd Jde TRY BId §: 3AR 3T SUDHRUI BT §¢ PRd §, ol ST 66 ol
SITet 3
While the exact ways DBS works are still not fully understood, it is believed to help
normalise disrupted brain circuits at both the cellular and network levels.

gTdifds DBS & HTH Heal 8 I8 o1t +f gt avg 3 Tws 781 mar 8, W I8 A
ST § 3 9% Ager 3R Acad TR W AT 31 a1fta Aidbel B [ s-H &

TG HIAT g
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Global Reach of DBS
DBS &1 Ay UIR

e More than 1.6 lakh people worldwide have received DBS.

ST WR W 1.6 ARG A 34fUS AT DBS U HR I ¢ |

How is India preparing against GLOF events?

How many Glacial Lake Outburst Flood events has Nepal witnessed in recent times? What are the two most prominent types of glacial lakes found in the Indian Himalayan

Region? How is the National Disaster Management Authority mitigating risks associated with GLOF events?

EXPLAINER

Safi Ahsan Rizvi

The story so far:
nJuly 8, Nepal experienced a
catastrophic Glacial Lake
Outburst Floods (GLOF) event
which caused a flash flood
along the Lende river, flowing from Tibet
to Nepal, and washed away a China-built
friendship bridge. The bridge had
serviced the 10-year old inland container
port at Rasuwagadhi in Rasuwa (north of
Kathmandu). The catastrophe is also
reported to have made four Nepalese
hydro-power plants along the Bhote Koshi
river unusable, obliterating 8% of the
country’s power supply. With rising
temperatures and subsequent glacial
melt, the increased risk of GLOFs is
threatening life and property in the
higher Himalayas.

Do trans-boundary watersheds
diminish possibilities of early
warning?

While Chinese authorities have as yet
refrained from confirming the cause,
most Nepalese scientists and officials
confirmed a GLOF event in Tibet, where a
supra-glacial lake had burst, diminishing
its surface area to 43 hectares from 63
hectares a day before. Nepalese officials
were quoted lamenting in local media
that neither did the Chinese authorities
provide an early warning, nor was there
an established system of doing so, despite
arecent increase in supra-glacial lakes on
the Tibetan side.

Hours later, on the same day, another
GLOF event occurred at a
moraine-dammed lake in the northern
part of the Mustang district in Nepal
(north-west of Kathmandu). Two months
before, two glacial lakes in the Humla
district (far-north corner of Nepal) had
witnessed significant GLOF events, while
in 2024, a GLOF in the Solukhumbu
district had destroyed the Thame village
in Nepal, the base camp for Mount
Everest climbers. The need for
trans-boundary collaborations in setting
up early warning protocols seems
paramount, given that Nepal has lost
many lives and much infrastructure in
successive GLOF events.

Similar events have impacted Nepal
regularly, including the GLOF in Cirenma
Co, a glacial lake, in Tibet in 1981, which
released 20 mem of water raising the
Bhote Koshi river by 30 metres. Several
decades later the same lake was reported
to have rejuvenated and was rated
high-risk. Other significant events include
the Digi Tsho GLOF event in 1985, and the
‘Tama Pokhari GLOF event in 1998. In
response, Nepal has conducted risk
mitigation works on the Imja Tsho and
Tsho Rolpa lakes by drawing down water
levels through artificial channels, a
challenging task at heights above 5,000
m, and has further plans to target half a
dozen more at-risk glacial lakes.

What is the nature of GLOF risk for
India?

As per India’s National Remote Sensing
Centre, the Indian Himalayan Region
(IHR) is home to 11 river basins and
28,000 glacial lakes. There are two
prominent types of glacial lakes found in
the IHR. The first are supraglacial lakes,
formed in depressions on glaciers from
meltwater, highly prone to melting in the
summer months. The second are
moraine-dammed lakes, formed by
meltwater at the toe/snout of a glacier,
dammed by loose debris or ice-cores,
making them prone to sudden failure.

Almost two-thirds of GLOF events are
triggered by ice avalanches or landslides,
and the remaining due to excessive
meltwater pressure on weak moraine
dams and earthquakes.

With 2023 and 2024 being the hottest
years on Earth, extreme temperatures in
smaller geographies have been higher,
thereby causing more glacial melt in
certain pockets, making some glacial
lakes highly risky.

In addition to rising heat, is the
problem of scale. 7,500 glacial lakes are
situated in India, with most above 4,500
metres in height, hence approachable for
surveys only during a short window in the
summer season. There are almost no
weather and water monitoring stations in
these regions due to inaccessibility, lack
of sustainability and cost, leaving this
growing risk largely unmapped.

The only credible means is measuring
growth in surface area via remote sensing
over periods of time, a measure which is
post-facto and provides little by way of
risk assessment or early warning of any
sort.

Additionally, vulnerability of the
immediate geography is critical to
determining the exact nature of risk. This
includes damage to homesteads,
livelihoods, biodiversity, bridges and
hydro-power projects along rivers that
relay GLOFs downstream. The South
Lhonak GLOF in 2023 in Sikkim wiped
out the $2 billion and 1250 MW generating
Chungthang dam and also intensified the
flash flood causing massive silting
downstream. Since then, the Central
Water Commission has found that the
Teesta riverbed has risen several metres,
significantly reducing its carrying
capacity and increasing the chances of its
banks overflowing.

Besides the Sikkim GLOF, one of the
most damaging events in recent times was
the Chorabari GLOF in 2013, which
turned into a cascading disaster
accompanied by cloudbursts and
landslides, known as the Kedarnath
catastrophe — causing hundreds of

Definite risk: The south-end of the Shako Cho lake (5,200 m) in north

casualties and billions in infrastructure
damage.

How can India reduce GLOF risk?
The National Disaster

\

Sikkim. The south-end shows the weak debris that forms its moraine-dam. NDMA

landslides is an identified gap that needs
to be plugged through this programme.
Another significant gap is the absence of
] ed Indian dations and
technology providers in the

Authority (NDMA) has markedly
accelerated its efforts to manage these
increasing risks. With respect to
mitigation, it has initiated a proactive shift
from mere post-disaster response to risk
reduction through its Committee on
Disaster Risk Reduction (CoDRR). This
national coordination effort brought
together related central scientific
agencies, academic and research
institutions, and States/UTs to study,
monitor, warn, and mitigate GLOF risk in
India. As a result, the central government
finalised its first national programme of
$20 million, prioritising 56 at-risk glacial
lakes. The list has now been expanded to
195, categorised into four risk levels.
Following the expected award of the 16th
Finance Commission for the period
FY2027 to FY2031, there are plans to scale
up this programme, significantly.
Objectives of this programme are
five-fold — hazard assessment of each
at-risk lake; installing Automated Weather

business of risk reduction in the
Himalayan cryosphere.

What is status of mitigation efforts?
Several multi-institutional expeditions
returned with success stories, across J&K,
Ladakh, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Sikkim and Arunachal Pradesh with a
couple of light-hearted tales for their
archives. One such expedition lost its way
in bad weather, and another had to leave
behind an expedition member in the
village as security so that the rest of the
expedition did not pollute the sacred lake
by entering its holy waters. These
episodes were evidence of the critical
need for community engagement, to
integrate the local community in
expeditions and the need to convince
residents of the credibility and sincerity
of the exercise.

The successful expeditions conducted
bathymetry to assess the volume of water
in the lakes; used Electrical Resistivity

and Water Stations (AWWS); establishi

hy (ERT) to und  the

Early Warning Systems (EWS)
downstream; mitigating risk by drawing
down water levels or building flow
through retention structures; and
« y an
element of risk reduction. Under the
programme, States where glacial lakes are
resident were encouraged to take the lead
in sending scientific expeditions to 40 of
the highest at-risk lakes in the summer of
2024.

One of the critical parameters in the
exercise was to encourage Indian
technology, systems and scientific
expertise, one of which is the science of
SAR interferometry — the art of analysing
micro-changes in slope stability (upto a
centimetre) using remote sensing satellite
imagery as high as 10-metre resolution.
The near-absence of usage of this
scientific method to predict GLOFs and

existence of ice-cores under
moraine-dams, a key reason for dam
breaks; and performed UAV and slope
surveys of surrounding land/ice forms.
Monitoring stations were installed at two
lakes in Sikkim, which relay weather and
water data every 10 minutes, with a daily
dose of pictures of both ends of the lake
and its shoreline. In subsequent
summers, States will be installing more
such systems, thereby overcoming an
oft-repeated data-gap in the IHR
cryosphere. In the absence of automated
early warning mechanisms, Indo Tibetan
Border Police (ITBP) deployments in high
reaches have been oriented towards the
role of manual early warning. After the
monsoon this year, States/UTs are gearing
up for another round of expeditions.

Safi Ahsan Rizvi is an IPS officer and
adviser to the NDMA.

THE GIST

v

As per India’s National Remote
Sensing Centre, the Indian
Himalayan Region (IHR) is
home to 11 river basins and
28,000 glacial lakes.

v

The National Disaster
Management Authority (NDMA)
has markedly accelerated its
efforts to manage these
increasing risks. With respect to
mitigation, it has initiated a
proactive shift from mere
post-disaster response to risk
reduction through its
Committee on Disaster Risk
Reduction (CoDRR).

v

One of the critical parameters
in the exercise was to
encourage Indian technology,
systems and scientific
expertise, one of which is the
science of SAR interferometry.
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India’s Preparation Against GLOF Events

YR §RT GLOF U3 & faere dar)

How is India preparing against GLOF (Glacial Lake Outburst Flood) events?

HRd GLOF (RH<IT 3 fawwpic a1g) Te-aii & fadms &d duri) R | 8?2

Glacial Lake Outburst Floods (GLOF) in Nepal

Ut ¥ fewe siia fawwie a1g (GLOF)

On July 8, Nepal experienced a catastrophic Glacial Lake Outburst Floods (GLOF)
event which caused a flash flood along the Lende river, flowing from Tibet to Nepal,
and washed away a China-built friendship bridge.

8 JT8 P! U & U faARIe R} fdu-ie sfia fawwpie a1¢ (GLOF) &t gcT g8, o
fosra 9 Aure 557 Il a 7E H wA WS a1 4 ok 94 gr1 A e fawr
! w81 fea|
The bridge had serviced the 10-year old inland container port at Rasuwagadhi in
Rasuwa (north of Kathmandu).

Ig Jd PISHIg & IR A I7aT o1 & TAnTel | 10 96 RM 590 HeR Ui &
a1 < T Tl
The catastrophe is also reported to have made four Nepalese hydro-power plants
along the Bhote Koshi river unusable, obliterating 8% of the country’s power

supply.

Y 3TYST b HRU HIE BN At R Ry IR Aurelt Srafagya Ww srguantt g1 1y,
R 3= o 8% farstelt smyfef T & 7|

With rising temperatures and subsequent glacial melt, the increased risk of GLOFs
is threatening life and property in the higher Himalayas.

F¢d dIIAM 3R ThaR] & fUge & HRU, GLOF $ d¢d! Sif@H AT & St
&= A IH-ATd & fore @aRT 99 778

Do trans-boundary watersheds diminish possibilities of early warning?

T FATIR STy &5 I qd Sara-t #1 GHEATE B3 gidl 82

While Chinese authorities have as yet refrained from confirming the cause, most
Nepalese scientists and officials confirmed a GLOF event in Tibet, where a supra-
glacial lake had burst, diminishing its surface area to 43 hectares from 63 hectares

a day before.
et -t srftraTiat 3 onft 9@ 39 SRl o1 Y 1Y #t 3, it Aurett

el 3R SRRl = fossd & tw GLOF U1 31 U &1, Jigl U guraRrad
e e 8, STy IUST 89%d U G 1 63 3a¢UR | UTHhY 43 FaeUR I8 T

Nepalese officials were quoted lamenting in local media that neither did the
Chinese authorities provide an early warning, nor was there an established
system of doing so, despite a recent increase in supra-glacial lakes on the Tibetan
side.

urelt sl 7 R Hifga 7 98 Bed gU 3@ Uehe fhar i | arftreptival 4
T gd Aara-it &, 3R 7 8 9% fau S8 v yommet Hiog o, Sefes fossd o
3R g1d € & guragd ghal #t Ten o 3iF g2 31
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Hours later, on the same day, another GLOF event occurred at a moraine-dammed

lake in the northern part of the Mustang district in Nepal (north-west of

Kathmandu).

I e $o@ del a1g, AuTe & GRAiT o1 & IR URT (BIoHIG & SR-UiEH) T

-39 arelt 3he & ua 3R GLOF Ue-T g5 |

Two months before, two glacial lakes in the Humla district (far-north corner of

Nepal) had witnessed significant GLOF events.

Ea;r;'éﬁuzﬁ AU & BR-AR g ford #t 3Y fFuee shie o wewyut GLOF TeATd
I

In 2024, a GLOF in the Solukhumbu district had destroyed the Thame village in

Nepal, the base camp for Mount Everest climbers.

2024 ¥, AUTd & AgQY A § TP GLOF 7 YA 71Tq I T8 o fan, o arde

TRRE YdaRIfedl &1 o $Y 5|

The need for trans-boundary collaborations in setting up early warning protocols

seems paramount, given that Nepal has lost many lives and much infrastructure

in successive GLOF events.

gd Iara-it gunferl & RAfid H & oy AR TgahT 3t raxaedr sed
EIEREC mugﬁaa?ﬁ%,mﬂ%ﬁma%memrmeﬁﬁﬁaﬁeﬁvgﬁum
G |

Past GLOF Events in Nepal

=utel ¥ qd @1 GLOF ¥e-Td

Nature of GLOF Risk for India

YRd # GLOF W@ &t ypfd

Similar events have impacted Nepal regularly, including the GLOF in Cirenma Co, a
glacial lake in Tibet, in 1981, which released 20 mcm of water, raising the Bhote
Koshi river by 30 metres.

Y UHR P ge13l BT Aurd IR Hafid uye ust g, 59w 2nfira g 1981 H foasgd &t
Rr=w1 3ita # GLOF TeT, 5w 20 firferas g9 Hiex urt areT mar, R Hie
P A BT AR 30 Hiex §¢ T
Several decades later the same lake was reported to have rejuvenated and was
rated high-risk.
s oX@! aTG, I 3t & R A Al §) o= &1 g firelt oik 39 S= wifeawm
qreft gt H @1
Other significant events include the Digi Tsho GLOF event in 1985, and the Tama
Pokhari GLOF event in 1998.
3 Agayul gersit & wnfia & 1985 | &1t =1t GLOF weT, 3k 1998 ® arm
UIE’t GLOF ¥eT|
In response, Nepal has conducted risk mitigation works on the Imja Tsho and Tsho
Rolpa lakes by drawing down water levels through artificial channels, a
challenging task at heights above 5,000 m, and has further plans to target half a
dozen more at-risk glacial lakes.
D AT H, UTe A SFAT =T 3R &= et 3l § pim Al & Areay | Jeva
P FIb SIRAH GBIV H fHU €, 51t & 5,000 Hew A HUR B FHA1§ R TH
gﬁﬁ?ﬁgp‘fm% 3R 3T ST goi Sfeugad fdu-ig sl &I aférd e &1 aior

I
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As per India’s National Remote Sensing Centre, the Indian Himalayan Region
(IHR) is home to 11 river basins and 28,000 glacial lakes.

HRA & P frete AR $5 & SIuR, R fgamerdt 87 (HR) & 11 7
"ifear 3k 28,000 fgH=da 3iid & |

There are two prominent types of glacial lakes found in the IHR.

IHR &3 T & Ua YR ot few-idia shid urs st 81

The first are supraglacial lakes, formed in depressions on glaciers from meltwater,
highly prone to melting in the summer months.

Ugal § GUTATRad e, Gﬁiﬁﬁmﬁﬁwmaﬁn@ﬁﬁaﬁuﬁﬁaﬂ?ﬁ%aﬁv
il ¥ srcaftre fUraes &1 wgfy

The second are moraine-dammed Iakes, formed by meltwater at the toe/snout of a
glacier, dammed by loose debris or ice-cores, making them prone to sudden
failure.

R § A-39 Bt St TafdRR & SR a1 RR W frge urt ¥ st €, ok i
Ad T g6 & BR gRI A A 8, ORI T 3rame ged F fow Jag-=ia gl €1
Almost two-thirds of GLOF events are triggered by ice avalanches or landslides,
and the remaining due to excessive meltwater pressure on weak moraine dams
and earthquakes.

AT Q-fA8TS GLOF Tt fymeaa a1 Y I Bt &, R IV FHIR
A Fitl W reafie frad ot & qara &?%R%q%w@?ﬁ%l

With 2023 and 2024 being the hottest years on Earth, extreme temperatures in
smaller geographies have been higher, thereby causing more glacial melt in certain
pockets, making some glacial lakes highly risky

2023 3ﬁ?2024g’¢6‘|’rmwﬁﬂﬁaﬁ?€'% ﬁm@f@%ﬂﬁﬁmaﬁﬁm
ATIHH 67 8, 3R $© &5 | SifYe fRu-d) fUrarama gan &, ol oo fRu=dia sid
3 Syt 57 € &)

In addition to rising heat, is the problem of scale. 7,500 glacial lakes are situated in
India, with most above 4,500 metres in height, hence approachable for surveys only
during a short window in the summer season.

el THF & Srarar, TAE Y JuRT it 31 HRd | 7,500 fRuAdiy shd fya 8 o
9 31fehier 4,500 HIeY A HUR &, THICM 3 dcb IR H Top WA arafdr o €t wedaon
& forg ugen o W

There are almost no weather and water monitoring stations in these regions due
to inaccessibility, lack of sustainability, and cost, leaving this growing risk largely
unmapped.

<1 &3 H Sy, TR Bt S, 3R ART & RO WA 3R e AR
WM B I DTS AGIT a1 ¢, SR T8 61 SlGH BB 56 P A ¢ |
The only credible means is measuring growth in surface area via remote sensing
over periods of time, a measure which is post-facto and provides little by way of
risk assessment or early warning of any sort.

THaH faya-ia aioT Twa & A1y Rete SR & Arerd & 9ag 83 § gfes &1
AT §, S T 916 Bt UishaT ¢ 3R Sa™ geaid=1 a1 gd dara-il & forgre 3 9gd
HH AGGTTR |

Additionally, vulnerability of the immediate geography is critical to determining
the exact nature of risk.

3% 3ffaRad, Aeead! MIMfee & ) Ydea=iear ! gaz Sifegw &t
Irafa® ypta & FHufia F7 & agaygef 31
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This includes damage to homesteads, livelihoods, biodiversity, bridges, and
hydro-power projects along rivers that relay GLOFs downstream.

ST TR, SMTeitfaeT, 9ig fafaean, gal oik d fPR & wafagyga ufaisHms o
THIH A 8, ST GLOF B! 12 ) 3R a8 & |1y & Sl 2|

The South Lhonak GLOF in 2023 in Sikkim wiped out the $2 billion and 1250 MW
generating Chungthang dam and also intensified the flash flood, causing massive
silting downstream.

2023 ¥ f4fFpH # WY % GLOF 7 $2 fafera &Y anma 3k 1250 #vmaTe
I H a1 YA Y BT 7 B {337 3R w1 vas a1 g o o, s
EICEAICICRY Ci a1 U IE]

Since then, the Central Water Commission has found that the Teesta riverbed has
risen several metres, significantly reducing its carrying capacity and increasing the
chances of its banks overflowing.

EREACICEH meﬁw%?ﬁwﬁaﬂmﬁﬁﬁaq@éﬁ,
fOre IYDT YRUT &HAT H STHT HHY 315 ¢ AR el & Tg DI AHIGHT 9¢ 715 6|
Besides the Sikkim GLOF, one of the most damaging events in recent times was the
Chorabari GLOF in 2013, which turned into a cascading disaster accompanied by
cloudbursts and landslides, known as the Kedarnath catastrophe — causing
hundreds of casualties and billions in infrastructure damage.

fifepH GLOF & 31almar, 3T & vy &) Jad fa"mre i) ge-rsi A A us 2013 &1
ARTETS! GLOF 2, STt STgal & We 3R & Y YEdATdG 3MUel & gad 75
— R PERATY ATUST F TY F S 1T € — o Qebel A 3R aRat it
NI &fd g3

How can India reduce GLOF risk?

YR TARAd gid fawhie 91¢ (GLOF) & Wd¥ &1 4 $H B APl 87

The National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) has markedly accelerated
its efforts to manage these increasing risks.

PR STUGT YU YITUIHOT (NDMA) = 57 56d TeR| B Usifild R & forg 3o
T Bl SR FY Y I foba B

With respect to mitigation, it has initiated a proactive shift from mere post-disaster
response to risk reduction through its Committee on Disaster Risk Reduction
(CoDRR).
A & Aa B S SO SIS SRy <gIdRor AT (CoDRR) & ATEH ¥ Had
3{TIST & &1 UfAfshdT ¥ 31T TG SIHAH LT &1 fo=m # Ffchg ufkad— =
foar 5|
This national coordination effort brought together central scientific agencies,
academic and research institutions, and States/UTs to study, monitor, warn, and
mitigate GLOF risk in India.

a9 WA 419 a1 TR, Qeifrd ok s T, 3R
?rafr TRl I Teh 1Y A1 dlfch YR H GLOF SIfEH 1 31eagH, R,
Tt IR RTEA foa S 9 |

The central government finalised its first national programme of $20 million,
prioritising 56 at-risk glacial lakes.

H% PR A 20 AT STeR &1 AFTd ¥ Su- ugedt Ik Iiern &1 sifcw = &y,
o 56 Sfawged @R sl o urufirear ¢ w1
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e The list has now been expanded to 195 lakes, categorised into four risk levels.
39 3T G DI 9gIHR 195 Sl d &= a1 T 3, 5% IR wifaw Rl & arffed
[ERIRIEIE

e Following the expected award of the 16th Finance Commission (FY2027-FY2031),
there are plans to scale up this programme significantly.

16d fa=T SITART (FY2027-FY2031) &1 303 WGl & d1e 39 SRIGH I Agaayqof
Y I T S Ao g
e Objectives of this programme are five-fold —
39 BTshH P I5=d UfE T & —
o Hazard assessment of each at-risk lake
YD SIRIEged il ol WaxT edid -
o Installing Automated Weather and Water Stations (AWWS)
AT A H 3R od WA (AWWS) BT RITTAT
o Establishing Early Warning Systems (EWS) downstream
i 1 3R YRFHS ATt JOITelt (EWS) R BT
o Mitigating risk by drawing down water levels or building flow-through
retention structures
A &R DI HH HID 1 YaTe -G SR GG FHIHR SIaH Dl HH
DRAT
o Community engagement, an essential element of risk reduction
T B UTTGRY, St SIReY hR0T &1 T 3MaId dcd §
e Under the programme, States with glacial lakes were encouraged to lead scientific
expeditions to 40 of the highest at-risk lakes in summer 2024.

Y HHH & ded, o 0 § ke gid § S i 2024 T e oiftre Sifaw
arelt 40 3@l & foe A SR/ &1 Aqa w1 & for dienfea fovan ma|

Use of Indigenous Science and Technology

e fagr ok denfiiest o1 S

e One critical parameter was to encourage Indian technology and scientific
expertise, like SAR interferometry.
TH HE@yuf AFES YT R dd-1d 3R AT fa=Iwsrar &1 Serar ¢, o fs
SAR eI |

e SAR interferometry analyses micro-changes in slope stability (up to a centimetre)
using remote sensing satellite imagery with 10-metre resolution.
SAR ZeXHRITCT 10 Hier RReiTegma ! Rute R ST SAeR! &1 SuahT avd
ol &I g FRRar o ggara (1 AdhieR d%) &1 v axdr |

SAR Interferometry (Synthetic Aperture Radar Interferometry)

e SAR Interferometry, commonly known as InSAR (Interferometric Synthetic
Aperture Radar), is a remote sensing technique used to measure ground surface
deformations with high precision.

e It utilizes two or more Synthetic Aperture Radar (SAR) images of the same area
taken at different times to detect changes in elevation or ground movement.
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Basic Working Principle

« SAR satellites emit microwave signals towards the Earth’s surface and record the echo
that bounces back.

« When two SAR images are captured from slightly different positions or at different
times, the phase difference between the returning signals can be analyzed.

« This phase difference, or "interferogram”, allows scientists to detect minute
displacements (as small as a few millimeters) on the Earth’s surface.

Types of SAR Interferometry
« Single-pass Interferometry:

e Acquires two SAR images simultaneously using two antennas.
e Commonly used in spaceborne missions with dual antennas (e.g., Shuttle Radar
Topography Mission - SRTM).

« Repeat-pass Interferometry:

e Captures SAR images of the same area at different times using the same satellite.
e Sensitive to temporal decorrelation and atmospheric disturbances but useful for
tracking deformation over time.

Applications of SAR Interferometry
« Earthquake and Volcano Monitoring:

e Measures crustal deformation before and after earthquakes or volcanic eruptions.
e Example: InSAR was used to study the 2015 Nepal earthquake and Mount Etna’s
volcanic activities.

« Landslide Detection:

e Detects ground motion in landslide-prone areas and helps in early warning
systems.

« Glacier Movement Tracking:
e Measures the speed and direction of glacier flow over time.
« Urban Subsidence Monitoring:

e Tracks slow sinking of land in cities due to over-extraction of groundwater.
e Example: Used in Delhi and Kolkata to monitor land subsidence.

« Infrastructure Stability Monitoring:

e InSAR can be used to monitor the stability of dams, bridges, pipelines, and
railways.

« Agricultural Monitoring and Hydrology:
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e Used to measure soil moisture, flood extent, and irrigation patterns.

Key Missions and Satellites Involved
» Sentinel-1 (ESA):

e Operated by the European Space Agency, Sentinel-1 A & B satellites provide
regular SAR data for INSAR analysis.

 RISAT Series (India):

e The RISAT-1 and RISAT-2 missions by ISRO provide SAR data for agriculture and
disaster monitoring.

* NISAR (NASA-ISRO SAR Mission) — Upcoming (Launch expected in 2024)

e A joint mission between NASA and ISRO to use dual-frequency (L-band and S-
band) SAR.

e Will be the first radar imaging satellite using both American and Indian SAR
technologies.

e Aim: Monitor changes in Earth’s surface caused by climate change, earthquakes,
volcanoes, and land subsidence.

Advantages of SAR Interferometry

» Works day and night, regardless of weather conditions.

« Provides centimeter to millimeter-level accuracy.

« Suitable for large-scale and long-term monitoring.

« Can detect both vertical and horizontal displacements.

Limitations of SAR Interferometry

« Affected by temporal decorrelation — changes in land cover can affect results.
» Atmospheric noise can distort phase signals.

* Requires complex data processing techniques and expertise.

e The near-absence of this method in GLOF and landslide prediction is an identified

gap that needs to be plugged.
GLOF 3R Yx@ad & Hiasgarolt & 39 fafd & @t sruma &) v faffd siar A

a1 3, o HRA BT SH1a=aHa 3
e Another major gap is the absence of Indian foundations and innovative tech
providers in Himalayan cryosphere risk reduction.

TH 3R F&T 3R feuTadt FraepiaR Sife gHewor § YRE BreawH! ik
TATER ad-ite] gerars t SgufIfa 5

What is status of mitigation efforts?

A v B fRAfa = g
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o Several multi-institutional expeditions reported success across J&K, Ladakh,
Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh.
U Y= H JHeral 1 RUle 4

e One expedition lost its way in bad weather, another left a member behind as a
token to prevent pollution in a sacred lake.
TS ST TR WA § IR Hed 141, S6(d T 3 - TP G & Ui Big]
e ufas sita & uguur A 811

e These stories underscore the critical role of community engagement and local
credibility.
;ﬁwﬁmﬁmuﬁmﬁwmﬁm

I

o Expeditions conducted bathymetry to measure lake water volume.

i = Sitet & e 9T 7 & forg arfdefidt ot

e Used Electrical Resistivity Tomography (ERT) to detect ice-cores under moraine-
dams.

ARTEH-39 & A 9% & $R &1 Udl T & [T gafacea (RiRkefad ammes
(ERT) T IUANT fobarm 7T

e UAVs and slope surveys were used to assess surrounding land and ice forms.
TUT Bt YW 3R I TIRA137 &1 Hedichd B3 & [T UAV 3R Sar= Tdeur fsu
Y|

e Monitoring stations were installed at two lakes in Sikkim, relaying weather and
water data every 10 minutes, including daily pictures of lake ends and shoreline.

fafepn ot g el J ARt W= ®ifd feu g, o 81 10 fame & A ok
o a1 3R e & < RR1 9 fpR 3 e adiy oiora 71

e In future summers, States will install more such systems to overcome data gaps in
the Indian Himalayan Region (IHR) cryosphere.

ST T &, 30 URdT fRUTerdt &3 (IHR) STARWR § ST &1 & &I g3
B o o 3TR T A ®Tfd |

¢ In the absence of automated EWS, Indo Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) are oriented
to perform manual early warning roles in high-altitude zones.

TqgTferd EWS 3 SUfRIfa O, URd-fassa ar gfer (1TBP) &1 $ars aral &l &
AR3E YRS dara-it YfAs1e Hum & e R fear gl

o After the monsoon of this year, States/UTs are preparing for another round of
expeditions.

%ﬂ%m%uw%m,wmmmeWm%mws}
|

Bathymetry
Study of the depth and topography of underwater terrain (oceans, seas, rivers, and lakes)

« Bathymetry is the science of measuring the depths of water bodies and charting the
underwater features of oceans, seas, lakes, and rivers.
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« It is the aquatic equivalent of topography, which deals with land elevation mapping.

 The word "Bathymetry” originates from the Greek words:
— "Bathys" meaning deep
— "Metron" meaning measure

Electrical Resistivity Tomography (ERT)

« Electrical Resistivity Tomography (ERT) is a geophysical imaging technique used to
investigate subsurface structures by measuring the resistivity (opposition to electrical
current) of soils and rocks.

« It is widely applied in environmental studies, hydrological investigations,
engineering site assessments, and archaeology, offering a non-invasive and cost-
effective means of exploring the underground.

Basic Concept and Working Principle

« The technique involves injecting electrical current into the ground through a pair of
electrodes and measuring the resulting voltage differences between other pairs of
electrodes placed on the surface or in boreholes.

 Using Ohm’s Law (V = IR), the resistivity of the subsurface materials can be calculated.

* These resistivity values are then processed using inversion algorithms to generate 2D
or 3D tomographic images of the subsurface
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REUTERS

Was there a security breach at the

crypto exchange CoinDCX?

CoinDCX is a Financial Intelligence Unit (FIU) registered Indian cryptocurrency exchange founded in 2018. On July 19, CoinDCX reported financial
exposure of about $44 million but stressed that the incident was contained by isolating the affected account

‘GS llI: Cyber Security

Sahana Ventigopal

The story so far:
n July 19, the crypto exchange
CoinDCX updated users that
one of its internal accounts
had been “compromised.” The
company’s executives reassured panicked
investors and traders that their assets
were safe and that access to their crypto
would not be cut off. Despite assurances,
many CoinDCX customers moved to
withdraw their assets, perceiving the
event could turn into something like the
WazirX hack last year.

What happened to CoinDCX?
CoinDCX is a Financial Intelligence Unit
(FIU) registered Indian cryptocurrency
exchange founded in 2018 by Neeraj
Khandelwal and Sumit Gupta, now
counting over 1.6 crore registered users.
On July 19, the exchange shared that one
of its “internal operational accounts, used
solely for liquidity provisioning on a
partner exchange, was compromised due
to a sophisticated server breach.” Mr.
Khandelwal clarified this involved
unauthorised access to an operational hot
(virtually connected) wallet on a partner
exchange.

CoinDCX reported financial exposure
of about $44 million but stressed that the
incident was contained by isolating the
affected account, which was segregated
from the company’s customer wallets.
The exchange further added that the
exposure was limited to that amount
alone and that it would be fully absorbed
by CoinDCX through its own reserves.

“The incident has been formally
reported to CERT-In, and we are actively
working with leading blockchain forensics
firms and ecosystem partners to trace the
attacker and recover assets,” said
CoinDCX in its Incident Report, and
provided information about the

cross-chain movement of the stolen
assets.

The company also announced a
recovery bounty programme.

How were CoinDCX users impacted
by the hack?

CoinDCX repeatedly stressed that
customers’ funds were secure and
unaffected by the hack, as they were
placed in segregated, cold wallets that are
challenging for attackers to breach. The
company also stated that trading, rupee
deposits, and rupee withdrawals
remained fully functional throughout the
period. However, some customers
complained that their withdrawal
requests took time to be processed,
sparking fears that their funds had been
frozen. CoinDCX’s founding partner
Mridul Gupta said that “operational
challenges caused by high withdrawal
volumes during non-banking hours” had
led to some delays but denied allegations
of a freeze. The company later confirmed
that all withdrawal requests had been
successfully processed.

While crypto withdrawals are not
possible for everyone using CoinDCX, this
is a pre-existing situation that is part of
the company’s risk policy and was not
caused by the hack itself.

Furthermore, the exchange faced
accusations of a 17-hour-long delay when
it came to updating customers about the
hack. CoinDCX defended its actions and
said it needed to have all the information
before issuing a statement to customers
but said investigating agencies were
immediately informed and onboarded.

“Our first priority is always to act, not
just to speak. Before making a public
statement, we had to ensure the threat
was fully contained, our platform was
secure, and all customer funds were safe.
Communicating with incomplete or
unverified information would have been

Security Breach at CoinDCX
CoinDCX UR R&IT Ieid-

irresponsible and could have caused
unnecessary panic,” said co-founder
Sumit Gupta.

Other CoinDCX users raised
complaints about temporary price drops
for certain assets, as well as some tokens
being under maintenance, which the
company also addressed.

How are the CoinDCX and WazirX
hacks different?

Just a little over a year ago, on July 18,
2024, WazirX was targeted by North
Korean cyber-thieves. That day, a
multi-signature wallet that the WazirX
exchange was managing with the
company Liminal was exploited, leading
to the loss of assets worth over $230
million. This was far greater than the
losses reported by CoinDCX; WazirX
customers’ assets were directly affected
by this breach.

After much delay and confusion,
WazirX blocked users’ access to their
crypto for an indefinite period of time
and acknowledged significant losses. By
contrast, CoinDCX has stressed that it is
business as usual for the exchange, noting
on X that its annual revenue exceeds
21,100 crore.

WazirX customers demanded that the
company use its own profits or funds to
cover losses, but the company said this
was not possible, citing an ownership
dispute with the international crypto
exchange Binance. WazirX further
decided to carry out its legal restructuring
exercise in Singapore. WazirX users have
not been able to access their locked up
crypto for over a year and are set to vote
for a second time on the amended
Scheme of Arrangement. This comes after
the first proposed restructuring plan was
rejected by the Singapore High Court.

Both WazirX and CoinDCX were
criticised for delays in informing their
customers about their respective hacks.

What is the lesson for crypto
investors in India?

Investors in India should remember that
crypto trading is a largely unregulated
activity in the country; even users of
centralised, FIU-registered exchanges can
expect little to no support from the Indian
authorities in case of a crisis such as a
security breach.

Satnam Narang, Senior Staff Research
Engineer at Tenable, explained that if
users want full control of their coins, they
should consider self-custody options like
an offline, hardware cold wallet they
directly control. Even here, due diligence
is required in order to buy only trusted
hardware wallets from legitimate sellers,
according to him.

“As more and more exchanges have
been set up across the world, we have
seen reports of attacks targeting smart
contract flaws or other ways to steal funds
from these exchanges including but not
limited to social engineering, theft of
credentials or private keys or targeting a
third-party company that works with the
targeted organisation,” said Mr. Narang,
noting that the CoinDCX hack was one of
the largest cryptocurrency breaches since
the attack against WazirX last year.

He highlighted that when crypto prices
go up, there is also a rise in attacks against
both exchanges and customers. Mr.
Narang said that traders storing coins on
crypto exchanges should use multi-factor
authentication and strong passwords, or
store their coins securely offline, if
possible.

“There is an old adage in the
cryptocurrency space that says: “not your
keys, not your crypto/coins”. As long as
users store their cryptocurrency on an
exchange, those coins don’t necessarily
belong to them because the exchange
could ban their account or an exchange
hack could lead to the loss of coins,”
explained Mr. Narang.
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e CoinDCX is a Financial Intelligence Unit (FIU) registered Indian cryptocurrency
exchange founded in 2018.
CoinDCX & fa=ita Gfthar 313 (FIV) Toligd YR fhgia it Twias ¢ ot
RITOAT 2018 7 g8 i

e OnJuly 19, CoinDCX reported financial exposure of about $44 million.

19 T8 B CoinDCX = TIHT $44 fAferas & faxfta sif@w &1 @ <t

e CoinDCX stressed that the incident was contained by isolating the affected

account.

CoinDCX = Ug Wy o for yHIfad WTd &1 3IAT-YiT B "eAT P fAfaa o=
forar T |

Financial Intelligence Unit (FIU-IND)

« Financial Intelligence Unit - India (FIU-IND) was constituted by the Government of
India on 18 November 2004, under the Department of Revenue, Ministry of Finance. It
functions as the central authority for receiving, analyzing, and sharing financial
intelligence related to suspicious transactions under the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act, 2002 (PMLA)

* FIU-IND is an administrative (non-investigative) body that reports directly to the
Economic Intelligence Council (EIC), chaired by the Union Finance Minister

Structure & Composition

« FIU-IND has a sanctioned strength of around 75-74 officials, sourced from agencies
including CBDT, CBIC, RBI, SEBI, Department of Legal Affairs, and intelligence
agencies.

« It is headed by a Director (of Additional Secretary rank) and supported by technical,
analytical, and administrative staff.

Legal Framework & International Membership

« FIU-IND operates under the Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA), 2002,
which was enacted in January 2003 and came into force on 1 July 2005, imposing
mandatory reporting obligations on designated entities.

« It is a member of global and regional bodies including the Egmont Group, APG,
Eurasian Group, and collaborates with the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) to align
with international AML/CFT standards.

Core Functions
» Collection of Information: FIU-IND serves as the central repository for reports from
designated reporting entities, including:

e Cash Transaction Reports (CTRs)

e Suspicious Transaction Reports (STRs)

e Cross Border Wire Transfer Reports (CBWTRs)

e Non-Profit Organisation Transaction Reports (NTRs)

e Immovable Property Reports (IPRs)
« Analysis: Uses analytical tools and expert review to detect patterns indicative of
money laundering or related offenses.
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« Dissemination: Shares actionable intelligence with law enforcement agencies
such as ED, CBI, Income Tax Department, IB, DRI, and foreign FIUs.

* Repository: Maintains a national financial database based on incoming reports,
enabling trend detection and strategic insights.

« Coordination: Liaises with national, regional, and global stakeholders to fortify
information sharing networks.

* Research & Typology Development: Studies evolving techniques, typologies,
and strategic trends in money laundering to guide national AML policy

What happened to CoinDCX?
CoinDCX & TTY T §3IT?

On July 19, the crypto exchange CoinDCX updated users that one of its internal
accounts had been “compromised.”

19 TS B! [Pl TRTSS CoinDCX = SUTNTH I3 & Yfed fohaT i 39b Th
TaRe |Td A GHgaT foam T o)

The company's executives reassured panicked investors and traders that their
assets were safe and that access to their crypto would not be cut off.

SO P TSR} 7 3 g Fa=re! SR 35 I Sy fohar i Iat Jufw
TR B 3R 3! foppY e UgH dg 8t @ waatt|

Despite assurances, many CoinDCX customers moved to withdraw their assets,
perceiving the event could turn into something like the WazirX hack last year.

3YTEAT o STaGIE, Ps CoinDCX TGP MUt Hufwdl fHdTe o1, Hifds 33 U8
ge fUSd ATd §T WazirX g oIt @ g1 o

Details of the Breach

8P oI faga IFeRY

CoinDCX is a Financial Intelligence Unit (FIU) registered Indian cryptocurrency
exchange, founded in 2018 by Neeraj Khandelwal and Sumit Gupta, now counting
over 1.6 crore registered users.

CoinDCX U FIU-USHPpd URTT frpid il Tad ¢ fora! RIuHT 2018 T Hive
Geaard 3R JiAd Twr 2 &1 3R o 31d 1.6 FRIs A IS Ushipa
SUIRTSdl & |
On July 19, the exchange shared that one of its “internal operational accounts,
used solely for liquidity provisioning on a partner exchange,” was compromised
due to a sophisticated server breach.

19 TS5 D! THISS T o I T gl Taads W fafefsd wifas=
& fore faiy v A IuahT fg &M aret sriafves uRare @ 3 U6 39d |1
STAUT & HRUT FHAI [T 71|
Mr. Khandelwal clarified this involved unauthorised access to an operational hot
wallet on a partner exchange.

ot Wsward 7 Wy foar f s At TRId UR U TR gic dicie @
SfPpd uga i ot
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e CoinDCX reported financial exposure of about $44 million, but stressed that the
incident was contained by isolating the affected account, which was segregated
from the company’s customer wallets.

CoinDCX = TTH $44 faiferat & fafta sif@w o1 @1 &, <ife g8 Wy fhar fe
AT o1 fFrafia o foran mar o1 wife guifaa @rar srernT-oen fsar war ot o
HU & ATEP arded I e AT

e The exchange further added that the exposure was limited to that amount alone
and that it would be fully absorbed by CoinDCX through its own reserves.

TR A 98 ot SireT o Wi dae St i1 aa WA o1 3R 38 CoinDCX ERT
3T HSR | YR AR a8 o S|

e "The incident has been formally reported to CERT-In, and we are actively working
with leading blockchain forensics firms and ecosystem partners to trace the
attacker and recover assets,” said CoinDCX in its Incident Report, and provided
information about the cross-chain movement of the stolen assets.

CoinDCX = 3Tt TeAT R & Fgl, "3 e & TRIBID JaT CERT-In BI &
T €, 3R 59 U sATa BRIRT WH 3R SHIR{EEH Urd=™ & 91y faa
AR $T U T 3R "ufy &t Repadt & o Ifpg Su A i ax g g, TU &
A} g3 Tufeal F p1g-A9 gade & THHR G T |

e The company also announced a recovery bounty programme.

HU 7 T Repad) gm0 wrdepw off Tt fpan|

CERT-In (Indian Computer Emergency Response Team)

Introduction & Historical Background

« CERT-In was established under Section 70B of the Information Technology Act, 2000,
as amended in 2008, and formally began operations in January 2004 under the Ministry
of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY), Government of India.

« Its mission is to enhance the security of India's communications and IT infrastructure
through proactive action and collaboration, contributing to a safe cyber ecosystem for
citizens .

Mandate & Core Functions

* Acts as the national nodal Computer Security Incident Response Team (CSIRT),
serving the entire Indian cyber community—including government, public and private
sectors, as well as individuals.

« Functions include collection, analysis, and dissemination of information on cyber
incidents; forecasting and issuing alerts; emergency response coordination; and issuing
guidelines such as advisories, vulnerability notes, and security bulletins.

Key Responsibilities

« Tracks and responds to various cyber threats—phishing, malware, ransomware, website
defacement, unauthorized scanning, DDoS attacks, etc. In 2020 alone, it handled over 1.15
million incidents .

* Operates Cyber Swachhta Kendra (Botnet Cleaning & Malware Analysis Centre)
since 21 February 2017 as part of the Digital India initiative.
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« Issues compulsory reporting directives (e.g., mandates reporting of cyber-attacks
within six hours in May 2022).

Compliance & Audit Requirements

« CERT-In empanels auditors for conducting Vulnerability Assessment and Penetration
Testing (VAPT) and certifies digital infrastructure (websites, applications, portals) under its
Cybersecurity Audit Policy Guidelines.

« Certification is mandatory for:

« Central and state government portals (especially NIC-hosted)

« Financial sector entities regulated by RBI, SEBI, and IRDAI

« UIDAI-linked systems and critical digital infrastructure

Recent Developments & Collaborations

- Digital Threat Report 2024: Launched on 7 April 2025, jointly by MeitY, CERT-In, and
SISA, focusing on cyber threats in the BFSI sector and strategies to reinforce resilience.

* MoU with Mastercard India: Signed on 19 June 2024 to collaborate on cyber-
resilience in financial sector, training programs, and sharing threat intelligence.

« Whitepaper with SISA: On quantum cyber-readiness to future-proof India's digital
infrastructure

How were CoinDCX users impacted by the hack?

CoinDCX SUURTSH ! 8 I 4 YUIfad g2

e CoinDCX repeatedly stressed that customers’ funds were secure and unaffected by
the hack, as they were placed in segregated, cold wallets that are challenging for
attackers to breach.

CoinDCX 7 IR-SR Fgl fob ATgd! B Y-RIRT JRfga ot iR 8% ¥ yuifad =81 g5,
Fifh I8 ST 3R BIes arded H IQ 7T YT o 8% HRAT Hid gial g

e The company also stated that trading, rupee deposits, and rupee withdrawals
remained fully functional throughout the period.

HU A g o et for &, TR T iR TR TRl 39 ofafd F IRA T e |
EICRE

e However, some customers complained that their withdrawal requests took time to
be processed, sparking fears that their funds had been frozen.

gIcTiich, $& TED! + RIHRId B fob S| fAwTRY SrRIe &1 JaTfed H3+ d 99y
T T T, T T8 3MTiepT g3 b I1ah) YRIfR Wi o &1 1 1

e CoinDCX'’s founding partner Mridul Gupta said that “operational challenges
caused by high withdrawal volumes during non-banking hours” had led to some
delays but denied allegations of a freeze.

CoinDCX & HRITIF HRTIGR Hgd T 7 Hgl [ "TR-dfHh vel & 3= FAerit
I & PRI URATA Haeh gHIfaal” 3 9o A $S o3l g8, i1 Wid & SR
GEEcaracl

e The company later confirmed that all withdrawal requests had been successfully
processed.
a8 8 Ut A g 3t fos 9t FreRt SRy Iwaargde |arfie o fqu e

g IWhile crypto withdrawals are not possible for everyone using CoinDCX, this is a
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pre-existing situation that is part of the company’s risk policy and was not caused
by the hack itself.

BTl CoinDCX BT SUTRT B arat Wt @I & forg foret frereft e =gl 5, 7%
T Ugd 3 Hivlg fRUfd © S ot 31 siifw =fifd &1 ftw § IR 59D 8 A Bl
HaY TE 3

Furthermore, the exchange faced accusations of a 17-hour-long delay when it came
to updating customers about the hack.

P 37TTAl, TS IR 3% & IR | UTeP! B AHSRI ¢ § 17 4 D1 38 3
3RIY S

CoinDCX defended its actions and said it needed to have all the information before
issuing a statement to customers, but said investigating agencies were
immediately informed and onboarded.

CoinDCX 7 37U HEH! H1 §a1d fhdT 3R HT [ ATgeh! &Y 9T SNt B3 | Ugd
U STFHRI FHAT MTaRgD o1, i 1Y 51 Bl [ o Teiiral &Y g gfua foean
AT 3R 38 2Ha fsar
“"Our first priority is always to act, not just to speak. Before making a public
statement, we had to ensure the threat was fully contained, our platform was
secure, and all customer funds were safe. Communicating with incomplete or
unverified information would have been irresponsible and could have caused
unnecessary panic,” said co-founder Sumit Gupta.

e -ARITTP YT T A B8, "gHAR) Tgeh UTUfiepdr $1d $1 8, Hae areT
&1 | ATd9-e S ¢ ¥ Ugd 84 I8 JH1ad BT T i et Il ave 9§ fifa g,
BRI WethiH GRIEd 8 3R T Uree! @t YRR JRfard €1 ered ar gy
BRI & 1Y JdTE ST TR -RTHGRMT 8T 3R SFTIRI® gaRTge Ul o qabdl
Yr|”

Other CoinDCX users raised complaints about temporary price drops for certain
assets, as well as some tokens being under maintenance, which the company also
addressed.

3 CoinDCX IUTRTHAIS 7 $& YU i ST Fial § fiRTae 3R T P
WA & g ) Rrebrad &Y, o o=t 3 o IR o

How are the CoinDCX and WazirX hacks different?
CoinDCX 3R WazirX 3o fd UhR 3IeiT 87

Just a little over a year ago, on July 18, 2024, WazirX was targeted by North Korean
cyber-thieves.

Rt T I UG, 18 S[ATS 2024 HF WazirX HI ITR HIATS AIgaR-ARY 7 =
ERIRIRAIN

That day, a multi-signature wallet that the WazirX exchange was managing with the
company Liminal was exploited, leading to the loss of assets worth over $230
million.

39 ﬁq WazirX QH?I%TVI GRT HUHT Liminal & Y YSferd ﬁ?‘Q il 1%' Ad-RER
dide &1 gouanT gafl, o 230 fiferaeT star & oif¥res &1 Jufal &1 g1 g3 |

This was far greater than the losses reported by CoinDCX; WazirX customers’ assets
were directly affected by this breach.

gg Jp 3 CoinDCXWWﬁ@ﬂﬁﬁﬁmiﬂ;W%@Wazirx‘;ﬂ%ﬁﬁ
Tufar W gvrfad g3
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After much delay and confusion, WazirX blocked users’ access to their crypto for an
indefinite period of time and acknowledged significant losses.

HTHT G 3R YA & TTe, WazirX 7 STIARTHATST b (U1 oDl b Ugd &I i3
PTA & oy dg B & iR iR Joam Wier faan

By contrast, CoinDCX has stressed that it is business as usual for the exchange,
noting on X that its annual revenue exceeds ¥1,100 crore.

9% fAURId, CoinDCX A TR R &8l fh Taaeol & forw |aft o1 AH= =0 A 9
@2 3R X R gar fb I aritfes 3ima 21,100 HAS T 34w g1

WazirX customers demanded that the company use its own profits or funds to
cover losses, but the company said this was not possible, citing an ownership
dispute with the international crypto exchange Binance.

WazirX & TE! 5 HU-1 & U dTH T B8 BT SUINT JHH &1 HRUTS b [o18 e
1 HT Y, AfcbT U A 3 SRHT FAT, Hifc IHBT ARSI byl TRT<Sl
Binance % T WIRI®HT a1 21

WazirX further decided to carry out its legal restructuring exercise in Singapore.
WazirX = 3 Iadx 3Ot BT Qe ufshar &1 RIR & &= &1 Foia e
WazirX users have not been able to access their locked-up crypto for over a year
and are set to vote for a second time on the amended Scheme of Arrangement.

WazirX SN TP ATe | S T07 I (O §¢ Dt 715 Pl 9 Ugd ol a1
ﬂé?%ﬁ?éﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁmmmﬁw@%l

This comes after the first proposed restructuring plan was rejected by the
Singapore High Court.

g Id 3T 919 gl URaTfad Y- aior1 &! RITYR 818 $ic 7 SRAIPR F< faar
YTl

Both WazirX and CoinDCX were criticised for delays in informing their customers
about their respective hacks.

GIF WazirX 3R CoinDCX &1 3UH-3(U- g P! JaT o H g3t & 1T SrefresT &1
HTHAT BRAT US|

What is the lesson for crypto investors in India?

YRd ¥ fpp! Rl & fore o1 g9 87

Investors in India should remember that crypto trading is a largely unregulated
activity in the country.

YRd T =T ! I8 a1g @1 AT foh fobpl ¢féw tar siftrpar srifaftrea
Tfafafy g

Even users of centralised, FIU-registered exchanges can expect little to no
support from Indian authorities in case of a crisis such as a security breach.

gl d® & Beipd, FIU-USiipd Taadsl & STl i JR&T I ol Hdhe
o1 fUfT & YR TSRO & 98 &H a1 DIs Tedl el &I SHIG B Tdhd g |
Satnam Narang, Senior Staff Research Engineer at Tenable, explained that if users
want full control of their coins, they should consider self-custody options like an
offline, hardware cold wallet they directly control.

Satnam Narang, S f& Tenable & IR T o gofifar €, 3 wamn fs afe
IRl e e uR quf f=or argd 8 4 I SiTparsH, SI8aR dics dlde
O W-waTfad fdwed W R & anfgul
Even here, due diligence is required in order to buy only trusted hardware wallets
from legitimate sellers, according to him.
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3P YR, g1 d & 39 Rl & +ff, Paer wRIGTHS greaur aidey & a4
fasparait ¥ Tiiea & forw yat Sig-usdrd 3awds 2|

“As more and more exchanges have been set up across the world, we have seen
reports of attacks targeting smart contract flaws or other ways to steal funds...
including but not limited to social engineering, theft of credentials or private
keys, or targeting a third-party company that works with the targeted
organisation,” said Mr. Narang.

S-S g R F o1 § it weRrel R 21 3R 8, g S @ o W

1 @I D Aféd S aTe el a1 3 Rb! Y Bg IR B RuIeH off
<& ... R wrerer Soffrafte, S3Rmre a1 wgde #iw 6 9N, 71 afdd e &
Wﬂmﬂﬂﬁmﬁﬂ?ﬁﬂ &l HUT BT A1 ST =i g, o R A FEl

He noted that the CoinDCX hack was one of the largest cryptocurrency breaches
since the WazirX attack last year.

I I 51 fb CoinDCX 2P, DA AT WazirX IR 8HA & 91¢ I Jad 98
eIt Seeia=l & A T ol

He highlighted that when crypto prices go up, there is also a rise in attacks against
both exchanges and customers.

S Sarn fo 519 et Fad gedt & O vawsel 3R gl Sl W gHal P
wer W 9 et 71

Mr. Narang said that traders storing coins on crypto exchanges should use multi-
factor authentication and strong passwords, or store their coins securely offline,
if possible.

&l 7 7 g1 fob o AU Fobpt TRl IR Rigds WR &3 §, I3 Hedl-thaex
SHTATHI SR AT URIAS BT SUGI BT =RT A1 e Hua g1 et 1o Ryapl
P PRfed U A AT TR ST AU

“There is an old adage in the cryptocurrency space that says: ‘not your keys, not
your crypto/coins’.”

"frPIH Y &85 § U R Herad ©: 'Smust ard JgY, af syt farpet 8 1

As long as users store their cryptocurrency on an exchange, those coins don’t
necessarily belong to them because the exchange could ban their account or an
exchange hack could lead to the loss of coins.

e db IUTNTHd! 3 foppipyal fhilt TaRTe IR WR o34 ©, 3 Rigd arda |
ISP 8] g, TP TSl IABT WiaT UfAafd &% bl § 1 {5t 8 P avig
¥ fe! t g1f4 8 9o B
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ILLUSTRATION: SAINATH B.

India’s emerging shield
against the climate crisis

As extreme events become more frequent and harder to predict, conventional insurance models

n the span of a few
days, Himachal Pra-
desh was battered
by over 20 flash
floods, series of landslides,
and cloudbursts, events
that upended daily life and
damaged critical infras-
tructure in the State.
Events like these are now
part of an unsettling pat-
tern. The return period for
such catastrophic weather
events is shortening, mak-
ing them more frequent,
and far less predictable.
India recorded 764 ma-
jor natural disasters since
1900 with almost half of
them occurring after
2000. A clear pattern is
emerging: climate volatili-
ty and global warming are
accelerating and  with
them, scale and complexi-
ty of economic disruption.
Between 2019 and 2023
alone, India suffered over
$56 billion in losses from

Parametric cover is
finding applications
across transportation,
manufacturing and even
livestock farming where
claim delays can lead to
financial stress

tude or wind speed cross-
ing destructive limits.
Payouts are triggered auto-
matically, based on inde-
pendently-verified data,
and given within hours.

How it works

At its core, parametric in-
surance is a simple propo-
sition: it pays out when a
pre-agreed index thresh-
old is breached.

These thresholds, such
as rainfall below a certain
level or temperatures
above a critical mark, are
based on verified data
from sources like the India
Meteorological ~ Depart-
ment, NASA MERRA or
other accredited global sa-

her-related di S.
That’s nearly a quarter of
all climate losses in the
Asia-Pacific  during the
same period and the high-
est in South Asia by far.

As extreme events be-
come both more frequent
and harder to predict, con-
ventional insurance mo-
dels need a fundamentally
different approach

Parametric  insurance
offers an alternative built
for speed and clarity. It
pays out the moment a
predefined threshold is
breached — rainfall cross-
ing a certain mark, seismic
activity above a set magni-
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tellite Everything,
from trigger to payout, is
defined upfront.

This is finding applica-
tion across transportation,
manufacturing and even
livestock farming where
claim delays can hugely
compound financial stress.

A microfinance institu-
tion in Jharkhand, for in-
stance, could structure a
parametric policy that au-
tomatically covers loan re-
payments for small farm-
ers if rainfall during the
sowing season falls below
300 mm or temperatures
cross 40°C.

This would help protect

ee

Globally, countries in
Africa, the Pacific Islands,
and even UK. have used
parametric products to
cover everything from
droughts and floods to
cyclone winds

income during weather ex-
tremes, without requiring
damage inspections.

Even in emerging sec-
tors like renewable energy,
such insurance has a role
to play. A solar power firm
operating in Rajasthan can
link its policy to solar irra-
diance data. If sunlight
hours drop significantly
below expected levels for a
given month, payouts will
compensate for lost out-
put. When climate-linked
disruptions strike, liquidi-
ty is needed immediately—
to buy seeds, cover interest
costs, and quickly restore
working capital. Paramet-
ric models remove subjec-
tivity and replace it with
automation.

Where it’s working

Parametric insurance is al-
ready being deployed
across India and beyond.
In parts of Rajasthan and
U.P, a pilot protected thou-
sands of women small-hol-
der farmers from drought.
It used a water balance in-
dex and delivered payouts
automatically when water
availability dropped below
a defined threshold. When
sowing conditions fail on
rainfall deficits or extreme
temperatures, the policy
triggers loan support - aid-
ing borrowers avoid de-
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faults and maintain liveli-
hoods. Globally, countries
in Africa, the Pacific Is-
lands, and even the U.K.
have used parametric pro-
ducts to cover everything
from droughts and floods
to cyclone winds and flood
depths. The examples
prove such insurance
works across contexts.

What India needs next
Parametric insurance has
demonstrated its ability to
deliver fast, transparent re-
lief when climate volatility
strikes.  The  building
blocks are already in
place-robust climate data,
digital delivery platforms,
and early success stories
across agriculture, energy,
and disaster-prone geogra-
phies. What's needed now
is scale — and a clear fra-
mework to finance it.

In 2024, Nagaland be-
came the first Indian state
to purchase multi-year pa-
rametric cover for land-
slides and extreme rainfall,
using disaster mitigation
funds. Other States now
have the green light to act
pre-emptively.

India must treat para-
metric insurance as essen-
tial climate infrastructure,
much like UPI did for pay-
ments. That means ex-
panding data networks,
encouraging  State-level
adoption, and embedding
smart cover into public dis-
aster response. In a future
shaped by climate uncer-
tainty, it offers something
rare viz. speed, trust and fi-
nancial resilience when it
matters most.

(The writer is co-founder
& CBO, Policybazaar for Bu-
siness)
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India’s emerging shield against the climate crisis

SIarg Hoe & favs HRd B SUR e

As extreme events become more frequent and harder to predict, conventional
insurance models need a fundamentally different approach ; parametric
insurance offers an alternative

S-S IR UeHT SHfRI® TR gl o X1 8 3R S-7o! Hiasgaroft e »fe
1T ST X871 3, URUR® ST Afsal &1 /ifde wu & firg el ot srawged g;
WRifes ST U dwfcus SiH1 U HIar gl

Parametric Insurance and Climate Disasters in India

RARE diar 3R URd | FTaaryg 3Muerd

e Inthe span of a few days, Himachal Pradesh was battered by over 20 flash floods,
series of landslides, and cloudbursts, events that upended daily life and damaged
critical infrastructure in the State.

$3 gl forl §, fRurae we=r o 20 A e iRl WS, Yaa 3t §el
mﬁwm R Seiia 3r- ms‘rwﬁwmaqﬁgﬁuﬁraﬁ
®I JHaH Ugdl|
e Events like these are now part of an unsettling pattern. The return period for such
catastrophic weather events is shortening, making them more frequent and far less

predictable. _
U UHR P! geHE 3§ U FidareHe te &1 ftw s ol ¢ | U famm=rert

ot ge1sil T gRIgRT Td Ue 381 ¢, o 9 3iftre IR $iR S1wt &0
AT BIct o 1 &l

e India recorded 764 major natural disasters since 1900, with almost half of them
occurring after 2000.
1900 H 39 TP WRd H 764 THE WIPpTach STUGTY <o b1 TS ¢, ForTal § e amefy
3TYSTE 2000 P TG &S

e Aclear pattern is emerging: climate volatility and global warming are accelerating
and with them, scale and complexity of economic disruption.

To WY Yo SR Y5 2: STeaTy SRR 3R Ak Sefteeor 3wt & ¥e1 2, R
fier ey F AT R Sifeear o g & R

e Between 2019 and 2023, India suffered over $56 billion in losses from weather-
related disasters.

2019 ¥ 2023 & I, YRA $I HIGH A JST MU T $56 3RT STaR I SHUP BT
RCSIE S

e That's nearly a quarter of all climate losses in the Asia-Pacific during the same
period and the highest in South Asia by far.
Ig THYH URMAT-URNT &7 ¥ $o JTaar] JHAH HT AU TH-AIATE § 3R 36
P 1 gfaror RMT & aad iftre |

e As extreme events become both more frequent and harder to predict,
conventional insurance models need a fundamentally different approach.
e SrAfI® TeATE 3% TR-IR 3R STHF A W EH T 8, 99 ULURTTA STAT
Aisd & U U gayd ©u A g eRwivr smaxgs g S g
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Parametric Insurance: A New Model

Rfew dtun: v T uisa

o Parametric insurance offers an alternative built for speed and clarity.
RrAfew Fiur ue U1 faden TR &l § S Tif SR wuwar & e s |

e It pays out the moment a predefined threshold is breached — rainfall crossing a
certain mark, seismic activity above a set magnitude or wind speed crossing
destructive limits.

g YT aft aar § oid g gd-fruffva Wiar or g St 8 — o 9 te S
3 B Y, YUy Al T a1 W1 A HR 81 a1 8aT &1 il [IIRIp R ¥R UR
DR S|

o Payouts are triggered automatically, based on independently-verified data, and
given within hours.

YA ¥ad: YR= 8107 8, Wad ¥U § T iips] 1R 3e1id g1 & 3R $ el
¥ Wiz fear ST g

How It Works
Ug Y HTH HId1 &

e At its core, parametric insurance is a simple proposition: it pays out when a pre-
agreed index threshold is breached.
Td ¥ ¥, RAfesw dar e Wa Udwd §: 99 Uh Ud-HgHfd arell Jadhie JTH1 UR
1 I &, 9 I8 YT Il & |

e These thresholds, such as rainfall below a certain level or temperatures above a
critical mark, are based on verified data from sources like the India
Meteorological Department, NASA MERRA or other accredited satellite systems.

3 Himd, o for v faRiy wR A 4 auf a1 geayut arau dar F $if¥re, HRa
Y faTE AU, AR MERRA 1 30 HT=IdT UTtd IUUg yunferdl & yafora
sl W TR gidl 81

e Everything, from trigger to payout, is defined upfront.

R | AHR YA 9, I $© Ugd A TRy gar g1

Use Cases in India

YR H SUIRT & ISIE0T

e This is finding application across transportation, manufacturing, and even
livestock farming where claim delays can hugely compound financial stress.

3T IuAT uiagH, fafamfor sik ugt I & uxrurer S &5 7 81 <81 3, wigt grat
A 38 3 faxltg doe st 9 THaT |

e A microfinance institution in Jharkhand, for instance, could structure a parametric
policy that automatically covers loan repayments for small farmers if rainfall
during sowing season falls below 300 mm or temperatures cross 40°C.
FRES B TP ATSHIPISAH HRIT, JA6X0 & R W, WA diferit 1 39 w3
1 Tt g [ afe gars & Argd § aut 300 Bt & w9 8 a1 99 40°C & 3iftr g
SY, A1 I8 BYe framl & BT YT &) Wa: Hav a1

e This would help protect income during weather extremes, without requiring
damage inspections.

Ig HgHTg Iy fRAfaal & oma &t qRem Hm, ag o famn afa Ffteor &1
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Even in emerging sectors like renewable energy, such insurance has a role to play.
THAUTg ot S U &= F +ff 33 i1 BT YfirepT gyl B

A solar power firm in Rajasthan can link its policy to solar irradiance data. If
sunlight hours drop significantly, payouts compensate for lost output.

ISR B T "R Folt HUAT g1 Uiferdt o AR fafeor Se1 3 Sis It gl
%}g&maﬁ%sﬁ&nﬁmﬁmﬁwﬁmﬁsﬁaﬁm
|

When climate-linked disruptions strike, liquidity is needed immediately — to buy
seeds, cover interest costs, and restore working capital.

o Srearg-gaeht aremy orch €, d TepTe avedT B ATaRIEHdT gl § — SIS Wi,
TS AN gbM, 3R S Yoit a1 HRA & g |

Parametric models remove subjectivity and replace it with automation.

RS Alsd § g&I U A URSRIAT 81t § 3R 3 waare gR1 dufdadar &1
AT TR S 3|

Where It's Working
Ig $§1 BTH PR 5T 3

Parametric insurance is already being deployed across India and beyond.
Rfes d1 ugd & URd SR 3= &=Mt § a1 favar o g1 ¢ |

In parts of Rajasthan and U.P, a pilot protected thousands of women small-holder
farmers from drought.

TR 3R IR US & $6 oW H, e Urgaic Ao - o] Afgar @y fora
D G I GRE&T ¢

It used a water balance index and delivered payouts automatically when water
availability dropped below a defined threshold.

S TS oI Aga-T GaBid H1 SUANT (a1 3R OfF oTel SUdsHdl U ad U1 9 =i
iR 71, d Taa: Ya foa |

When sowing conditions fail on rainfall deficits or extreme temperatures, the
policy triggers loan support, helping borrowers avoid defaults and maintain
livelihoods.

o9 gaTs Bt Rufaal auf &Y St a1 sreaf¥re aruwE & HRUT farsd €, a9 uiferd!
BT T IR= B! 3, oI SURGd! fEthiee | Tad & 3R 3ot snfifaer
G 7@ |

Globally, countries in Africa, the Pacific Islands, and even the U.K. have used
parametric products to cover droughts, floods, cyclone winds, and flood depths.

Y WR W, SATPIST, U= 519 g, 7R f3e= o <=0 3 @, 97e, Jwhard 31
AT, 3R q1¢ B TGS S| T3] & T WM Idrel &1 IuanT foar g1

What India Needs Next

YIRd &1 31T 7 I1fgu

Parametric insurance has demonstrated its ability to deliver fast, transparent relief
when climate volatility strikes.
Rfes §tar 7 T8 Afad fora & for a8 FTaarg SifRuRar & 99 aW SR uReRif

MEd Y IR THdl 3|
The building blocks are already in place — robust climate data, digital delivery
platforms, and early success stories across sectors.
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D! H1d Ugd ¥ HING & — oi axIad Siaaryg Set, feforea faavor wewrd, oik
fafi gt # yRfYe wwad 3t Heiar|

What's needed now is scale — and a clear framework to finance it.

3fd IRIH A & faRIR BT — 3R 38 faaiita HA & T Te Ty ww &1
In 2024, Nagaland became the first Indian state to purchase multi-year
parametric cover for landslides and extreme rainfall, using disaster mitigation
funds.

2024 ¥, ATTIAS UET YRR 0 &1 o Yae 3R Sred il aut & forg
ggaify RS Fav $I 3MUST WA HIY I TS|

Other States now have the green light to act pre-emptively.

3T I} BT 3 Td-T&TeHS BeH oM & e givd Iddba d ga g

India must treat parametric insurance as essential climate infrastructure, much
like UPI did for payments.

YRd & IRTAfe® 1 & Wgayul STaarg qE==T B aig AT dIey, S UPI
DI YITAT YT o fe1T |1 7|

That means expanding data networks, encouraging State-level adoption, and
embedding smart cover into public disaster response.

g1 31 § ST Acad BT fIHR, IT WY AU P FEET, 3R raf4e
3muer ufafsrar & W1 Pax of A BT

In a future shaped by climate uncertainty, it offers something rare — speed, trust,
and financial resilience when it matters most.

wrerary Siffdrear ¥ nwifad yfawr § a8 daelt, wRiEn SR fasfta adftares i gay
ol U™ PRl 5, 916 S! qad HTed STavgadl sid o
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There are several issues to consider.
For one, individuals have different life
goals and different time horizons for
the same goal. For another, the impact
of a shortfall in a portfolio at the end
of the time horizon may be different
for everyone. Therefore, presenting a
standardised set of information could
‘ 1 Ow ab Out be challenging when you are investing
to achieve a life goal.
l bl Consider large-cap active funds.
a re a t a e The riskometer categorises such funds
. . as high risk. But what does that mean
rl S’C m e trl Cp when you are investing to finance
¢  your child’s college education or
making down payment for a house?
THINKINVESTOR Note that being conservative and not
taking risk could also lead to failure of
AMCs must disclose risk life goals, unless you significantly
increase your savings. It will be easier

metric ina way we canrelate  jf AMcs disclose a standardised metric
to information provided. The in relation to your goal. Suppose you

metric must be standardised ~ 2ssume thata fund must give 12%

for comparison Among peer annual return (referred to as
p gPp minimum acceptable return or MAR)

equity funds with track to help you achieve your goal. The

record not new fund offers riskometer could show the frequency

GS1i Banking . during the last 5, 7, 10 years and since

Veiikatésh Bangaiuiswatity inception when the fund gave a return
lower than 12%.

Processed foods typically mention
saturated and transfat per serving. But
how will you know whether, say, 20

That could give a perspective of
how risky the fund is in relation to the

gram of saturated fat per 100 gram goal you want to ac_l'u_e_ve. Note r l_Sk 1S
serving is too much? You could facea ~ defined as the possibility of earning
similar situation with investment returns lower than MAR in any year,
products. In this article, we discuss as that may lead to goal failure. A fund
whether asset management can assume a standardised return

companies (AMCs) can disclose risk  regardless of your goals; for MAR is

associated with their mutual funds as ¢ expected return on equity as an
arelatable metric.
asset class.

Relatable risk .
What if we are informed that burning ~ Conclusion . . o
fat from consuming ice cream would ~ AMCs should disclose risk metric in a

require us to walk, say, five kilometers ~way we can relate to the information
at a speed of six kilometers per hour? provided. The metric must be

That way, we can relate to the effort  gtandardised for comparison amo
needed to keep good health and yet peer funds. The abovs argument ne

enjoy such food. . ity f p
Can we apply a similar argument to applies to equity funds with track
investment products? record, not to new fund offers.

How about a relatable risk metric?

TS Yafdd Sifew Hifed & TR § syt w1 faar 82
Relatable Risk in Mutual Fund Disclosures
RY3AA B8 UH D0l # Hafird SAifaH

e Processed foods typically mention saturated and transfat per serving. But how will
you know whether, say, 20 gram of saturated fat per 100 gram serving is too
much?
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TRITS WTel Uerdf § 3R R AeRes SR eitbe ufa afdn &1 Swiw giar |
QAT 3T 8 T 6 IR0 & o, 100 UTH A 20 I AgRes He ggd 1w ©
g1 g7

You could face a similar situation with investment products.

3yl T 81 uep Rufd frawr Seamel & @y ot Siaht us wbdl 8|

In this article, we discuss whether asset management companies (AMCs) can
disclose risk associated with their mutual funds as a relatable metric.

Y G T, §H T8 91 HRd ¢ [ 31 TAC AAoTHe HUf-al (AMCs) 310 TIg3id Bl
| I3 N & 1 wafta fifew & wu & yse HR Tl ¢ |

Relatable Risk

Hefera sifew

What if we are informed that burning fat from consuming ice cream would require us
to walk, say, five kilometers at a speed of six kilometers per hour?

gfe g I 9 s Sgeshi| W 4 U e &1 a1 a3 o fore g4 6 et wfar v
o1 a9 5 fHet gemn e

That way, we can relate to the effort needed to keep good health and yet enjoy such
food.

39 ORE, B U8 T Tobd § [ 37 WY & A fbal Agd it ugTit 3R fihe i
TR HIGH &1 311G fera S gepell 81

Can we apply a similar argument to investment products?

1 89 U1 &) b =T IdTel IR A R b &7

There are several issues to consider.

s fogall W AR ST 3Ma=T 3|

For one, individuals have different life goals and different time horizons for the
same goal.

T §1d U8 & b Tl o Sita A& SIeT-31eT 51d § SR T g1 aed & forg wwg
e oft R Ef 2

For another, the impact of a shortfall in a portfolio at the end of the time horizon
may be different for everyone.

IR 91, T T & 3id & UIdwIferdl § Sl &1 UHTT g fad o forg S gt
I 3|

Therefore, presenting a standardised set of information could be challenging when
you are investing to achieve a life goal.

ST, AP AFHRI URdd BT A0 8l Gobdl & od 31T fht Sfia- aga
aﬁmaﬂﬁ%mﬁmﬂwﬁs‘n

Consider large-cap active funds.

SeTERUI & oy, aTel-+ g Bfded e &l o

The riskometer categorises such funds as high risk.

frepiiier T8 tel o 3w wifaw aren axifar g

But what does that mean when you are investing to finance your child’s college
education or making down payment for a house?

AP STHT T A g O1d 31T 3 T P BIaisl AT I ER P U 389 tde
DR o fe1g o= o g Bl

Note that being conservative and not taking risk could also lead to failure of life
goals, unless you significantly increase your savings.
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& ¢ fos Feardt e ok Sif@w 1 a1 1t Siast g 3t faweran &1 sRo a7
Tl 8, Id e b 31T 3701 g H Ieaa-1d g 7 |

It will be easier if AMCs disclose a standardised metric in relation to your goal.

g 3M 8N afe AMCs U HIF® Ipd Hifgw oI 31U deg & g & Udhe o |
Suppose you assume that a fund must give 12% annual return (referred to as
minimum acceptable return or MAR) to help you achieve your goal.

A SfoTe f 319 g8 1Ha § o fordl the o) oMU 6T &1 IR 3 & fale 12%
aifffer e ([ =aw wherd fre a1 MAR %g1 orar 8) < anfgue|

The riskometer could show the frequency during the last 5, 7, 10 years and since
inception when the fund gave a return lower than 12%.

Rremhiler ug o1 9ol ¢ & fiod 5, 7, 10 q6T # 3R s & AIRH A od d&
forat aR R 12% A AT

That could give a perspective of how risky the fund is in relation to the goal you
want to achieve.

SO g8 U o Uhdl ¢ [ B ATUd d&7 Bt et & "o # fraar sfaayguf 3
Note risk is defined as the possibility of earning returns lower than MAR in any
year, as that may lead to goal failure.

& ¢ o sifew o1 v fear man 8 te avf § MAR | %9 Re sifsfa o3
B HUIGHAT & FU H, S 67 B f®erdr o1 $RU a9 Yl 5|

A fund can assume a standardised return regardless of your goals; for MAR is the
expected return on equity as an asset class.

TF 18 3MUd a&dl Bl uRare fHe famT v uFeied e AF I&dl ¢; Fife
MAR sf&dl 9t sriféra fye & gxifar 8, ve uRauft avf & =0 o

Conclusion

e

AMC s should disclose risk metric in a way we can relate to the information
provided.

AMCs & S Hifed B 59 =g Uhe =1 AT o g0 WS Pt 18 AHBRL
| "y ST P |

The metric must be standardised for comparison among peer funds.

gg Hifcd AFDIgpd g1 AIgy dlfds 39 TH BSI & arg ger-iT & g SUIRT faa
S b |

The above argument applies to equity funds with track record, not to new fund
offers.

SWRI ah RepTs arat §fdpdl wel IR AN Bl 5, 7T B8 3TH¥ IR 5|
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Mangaluru
airport awaits
PoC status

shortdad oonml&m Jins dore

Mangaluru International Alrpore

gy stk verdag

Booster dose: The PoC status can help unlock coastal
Karnataka’s full potential in many sectors. FILE PHOTO

AJ Vinayak

T e D S DR '

GS I Airports . :
Stakeholders in coastal Karnataka want the State
government to grant a point-of-call (PoC) status to
Mangaluru International Airport — enabling
foreign airlines to fly to and from the city — for
improved connectivity to the rest of the world.
They point out that the PoC status would help
unlock the region’s full potential in several
sectors, including technology, tourism, education
and healthcare to name a few.

Rajesh Acharya, a native of Udupi district who
currently works in Singapore, rues that
Mangaluru airport has been operating below its
full potential. He wants the government to push
Indian carriers to launch new routes and offer
support for two years to assess the viability of
these routes. Alternatively, he suggests granting a
PoC to authorise foreign airlines to service
destinations that Indian low-cost carriers avoid
due to commercial reasons.

Mangaluru’s connectivity to Southeast Asian
destinations, particularly Singapore’s Changi
airport, needs to be developed urgently, he says.
Airlines like Air Asia and Scoot may be convinced
to explore the route, he adds, especially given
that they have onward connectivity to several
destinations in South Asia, the Far East and
Australia, and can benefit from the addition of
fliers to and from Mangaluru airport.

Long-pending demand

Trade and investments worth S$$2 billion are long
pending between Singapore and coastal
Karnataka due to the lack of direct connectivity,
Mr. Acharya says. Capt Brijesh Chowta, Member
of Parliament representing Dakshina Kannada
district, says that Mangaluru airport, despite its
modern infrastructure and rising passenger and
cargo traffic, remains underdeveloped due to the
paucity of direct international air connectivity.

A PoC status for Mangaluru will open up new
routes and offer significant economic benefits,
given the region’s strategic proximity to
international markets. Flights from Southeast and
South Asia can use Mangaluru as a transit point
for efficient connectivity to West Asia, creating a
seamless travel network, he adds.

As a regional hub for international travel and
trade, the airport will also boost tourism and
industrial growth in Karnataka.

This, in turn, would bring in foreign exchange,
facilitate job creation, promote skill development
and infrastructure development, and strengthen
India’s position in global aviation networks, he
says. Chowta recently approached the Union Civil
Aviation Ministry, seeking a PoC status for
Mangaluru.

Karnataka Assembly Speaker U.T. Khader, too,
has approached the Civil Aviation Minister with a
similar request, while pointing out that
Mangaluru holds strategic importance due to its
geographic proximity and strong connectivity
with countries in West Asia and the Far East.

Despite its size and economic significance,
Karnataka has only one international airport, in
Bengaluru, with PoC status.

Given this lacuna, Mangaluru should be
designated as the second PoC in Karnataka, Mr.
Khader says.

(The writer is with The Hindu businessline)

Mangaluru airbort awaits PoC status

WG 8418 oS &1 W3 &1 ool fireq &1 a9

Demand for Point-of-Call (PoC) Status for Mangaluru International Airport

HITGS SITRTEN §aTs 313 F Y WiEe-3TP-HId (PoC) BT golf &7 BT AT

o Stakeholders in coastal Karnataka want the State government to grant a point-of-
call (PoC) status to Mangaluru International Airport — enabling foreign airlines to
fly to and from the city — for improved connectivity to the rest of the world.

AT Pefed B RIURS I WHR I TIGE ARG 4TS 373 F! Wige-3HT0h-
BT (PoC) PTGl & BT HIT IR g § — NI [GRN TIRATSAI Bl R Y M-I

DI 3 T T iR g & 3 el dgaR PAfaeiad! 8 I |
e They point out that the PoC status would help unlock the region’s full potential in
several sectors, including technology, tourism, education and healthcare to name

a few.
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T AT § fob PoC @1 gutt 39 &5 &1 quf &re &1 Wian & Aag &, TR
W), wdies, Rram ik warea dar oy &1 )

Rajesh Acharya, a native of Udupi district who currently works in Singapore, rues
that Mangaluru airport has been operating below its full potential.

o mard, 5t 3gWt forat & Farh § ok adu™ & RiTTR & 1Rkd € ST 91 R
BN STATd § o HIT® 8T8 SIgT 37U+ Yot &aT | e S e @1 ]|

He wants the government to push Indian carriers to launch new routes and offer
support for two years to assess the viability of these routes.

d 918d & fF TWPHR URIHT Tararg=l &1 78 38M L= B & oy IRa R 3R 24
Y B APl BT THAT B & (1T &1 T8I dPb JeTadl UG B
Alternatively, he suggests granting a PoC to authorise foreign airlines to service
destinations that Indian low-cost carriers avoid due to commercial reasons.

s U Y, 3 AT A & [ PoC o1 guif T fae=h wawers=i &) 37 wFl 3
JAT HRA DI AT &l AE 576 WRAH Ol TaRATS g TGS HIRON 4
ToIRSfETSl B 5 |

Mangaluru’s connectivity to Southeast Asian destinations, particularly Singapore’s
Changi airport, needs to be developed urgently, he says.

BT Bl & [ WG ! gfaror-gd TR Tas 3 s-facfad, faxives RivmgR &
il gaTs 33 ¥, depTel QBRI B o A1yl

Airlines like Air Asia and Scoot may be convinced to explore the route, he adds,
especially given that they have onward connectivity to several destinations in South
Asia, the Far East and Australia, and can benefit from the addition of fliers to and
from Mangaluru airport.

3 3T HEd © fob TuR TRMAT 3R ¥pe SRl TR &) 39 T &I & B4 & ol
WcTied a1 oI Uahall 5, ity 3-1d> U GI&T0T TR, v yd 3R T fern & o5
wﬂa%a%ﬁaﬁﬁ%ﬁzﬁ% 3R 3 WIS gaTs 38 J 1Al ) gt 9 amv
3ol I

Long-pending demand

W g9y A dfad 7T

Trade and investments worth $$2 billion are long pending between Singapore and
coastal Karnataka due to the lack of direct connectivity, Mr. Acharya says.

ot Smard & SR, Wt FAfFeladt #1 H F HRU MR iR adta FAled &
dT9 2 3R RITYR STAR (S$2 billion) Ied &1 AR 3R o= dd ¥97 9 dfed g1
Capt Brijesh Chowta, Member of Parliament representing Dakshina Kannada
district, says that Mangaluru airport, despite its modern infrastructure and rising
passenger and cargo traffic, remains underdeveloped due to the paucity of direct
international air connectivity.

ST goI= T, 51 G0 S R1d &1 vl a0 8 Fed € & wrge gars
3T, 3T SMYP STEEAT 3R Fgd I R WA FrarTd & Sraoe, Tde
SHARRTIT FATRTIA B Pt 3 v aieft 1f R 21

A PoC status for Mangaluru will open up new routes and offer significant
economic benefits, given the region’s strategic proximity to international
markets.

HITGE BT PoC BT ulf fGU M ¥ 7§ S = g7 IR &F B HaRTPI qRT &
Ardedr &1 ¢Td §T gg@yut e @y i givl|
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Flights from Southeast and South Asia can use Mangaluru as a transit point for
efficient connectivity to West Asia, creating a seamless travel network, he adds.
d SIsd © fob gfér-gd 3R gféor eRmm &1 IS Wirge & ufdy TRrn oo o=ra
PHfaefadt & A gifore uige & U & TN &R I ¢, o) T Joaa Ry« O

As a regional hub for international travel and trade, the airport will also boost
tourism and industrial growth in Karnataka.

U QAT g & ©U ¥ I gaTs 3gT AL TAT 3R SATIR B! sigral <7 3R
Ffew d g 3R e e &1 +ff ienfed wam|

This, in turn, would bring in foreign exchange, facilitate job creation, promote skill
development and infrastructure development, and strengthen India’s position in
global aviation networks, he says.

oY faa=ht et SMuh, IAISNIR & e 5717, PN faeTd SR sravivan fasr™
! g1aT fIeT SR YRa @) fRUTY 1 e fau= Aead o voreg fosar sem, @
HBA G|

Chowta recently approached the Union Civil Aviation Ministry, seeking a PoC
status for Mangaluru.

TeT A BT g1 H Pelg ARG 35 WA ¥ WU a1 3R W & 1T PoC &1
gaIt ||

Karnataka Assembly Speaker U.T. Khader, too, has approached the Civil Aviation
Minister with a similar request, while pointing out that Mangaluru holds strategic
importance due to its geographic proximity and strong connectivity with
countries in West Asia and the Far East.

Priled [AUTTTHT 3reael &, WieR A U S RS BT 3rRIY Fd §U ARG Igaq
T 9 WU faar SR Sar o W, St e Maear iR ufdw el g
Ger qdf =M T Hoiga dAfaefadt & HRU VIS U Hgaqyl ¢

Despite its size and economic significance, Karnataka has only one international
airport, in Bengaluru, with PoC status.

T TP 3R ST HEw1 & Frace, Fled § Had TP SHARTPI §aTg 33T &
— 9GS, fST¥ PoC T gt U |
Given this lacuna, Mangaluru should be designated as the second PoC in Karnataka,

Mr. Khader says.
%a%ﬁaﬁé@ﬁ@,mwaﬁmﬁmpocmﬁaﬁmwaﬁq%ﬁw
|
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V Sa]eev Kumar

Cochin International Air-
port Limited (CIAL), the
first Indian airport set up
under a public-private
partnership model, is em-
barking on a major expan-
sion drive focused on
green energy, smart tech
and integrated growth.

The plans include a ded-
icated IT park, a green hy-
drogen production facility
and airport-wide digital
upgrades, all of which are
expected to usher CIAL in-
to a new era of sustainable
and tech-driven growth.

More than 150 projects
have been envisaged. Ac-
cording to S. Suhas, Manag-
ing Director of CIAL, the
exercise goes beyond mere
expansion of the airport’s
infrastructure.

“We are redefining the
role of an airport in today’s
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Going green: Cochin International Airport is collaborating with
BPCL to build a green hydrogen plant. THULASI KAKKAT

world. From green hydro-
gen production to ad-
vanced digital systems and
the creation of a vibrant
commercial ~ ecosystem,
each step is part of a larger
vision: to integrate sustain-
ability, technology and re-
gional development into
the core of airport opera-
tions. Our aim is to ensure

that CIAL remains future-
ready, efficient and deeply
aligned with the evolving
needs of passengers and
partners alike,” he said.
The ¥200-crore digital
infrastructure programme
will harness smart technol-
ogy to create a safer and
seamless airport expe-
rience, he said. Moreover,

CIAL is now part of an ex-
clusive group of seven In-
dian airports that offer the
Fast Track Immigration —
Trusted Traveller Pro-
gramme (FTI-TTP).

CIAL is collaborating
with BPCL to build a green
hydrogen plant. Slated to
be inaugurated by August,
it will be the first ever hy-
drogen production facility
at an airport globally. With
an installed capacity of 1
MW and production capac-
ity of 220 kg per day, the
project is primarily target-
ed for green mobility solu-
tions within and around
the airport.

The initiative comple-
ments CIALs legacy as a
solar-powered airport and
aligns with global carbon
neutrality goals by promot-
ing cleaner alternatives to
conventional fuels, Suhas
said. To position Kochi as a

leading destination for
maintenance, repair and
overhaul (MRO) services in
South Asia, catering to
both domestic and foreign
airlines, Cochin Interna-
tional Aviation Services, a
subsidiary of CIAL, is con-
structing its third MRO
hangar at an investment of
350 crore.

The expansion at Kochi
aims to offer a competitive,
high-quality alternative for
MRO services within India,
Suhas said.

This initiative supports
the broader goals of the
‘Make in India’ and ‘Atma-
nirbhar ~ Bharat’”  pro-
grammes by enhancing
domestic capabilities, re-
ducing dependence on
overseas service providers
and attracting overseas bu-
siness to Indian soil, he
added.

On the infrastructure

India’s first PPP airport bets on a future-ready plan

HRA ST Ugar Gidtd gars orgT 4w & g duR AeT )
Giq Tl 3

front, CIAL is executing a
diverse array of projects to
strengthen aviation and al-
lied sectors. The projects
are designed to enhance
capacity, improve efficien-
cy, and generate long-term
revenue.

The key works include
an import cargo terminal (1
lakh sq. ft.), airport emer-
gency services modernisa-
tion with the induction of
the latest safety systems,
perimeter intrusion detec-
tion system (PIDS), India’s
largest aero lounge — 0484
Aero Lounge, golf resorts,
and the ongoing phase one
of the international termi-
nal (T3) expansion project.
CIAL aims to follow an ae-
rotropolis model by inte-
grating commercial and lif-
estyle zones around the
airport.

(The writer is with The
Hindu businessline)

Cochin International Airport Limited (CIAL): Expansion and Green Energy Plans

S SRR gaTs 31T fifAes (c1AL): AR 3R gRa et gteramg

e Cochin International Airport Limited (CIAL), the first Indian airport set up under a
public-private partnership model, is embarking on a major expansion drive
focused on green energy, smart tech and integrated growth.

Bl SRR gaT8 3] fAfAES (CIAL), S Ardeie-feft HrfigrR) Aise & ded

RITTUT YRd BT Ugel galg Mgl

Hied 1o e fawar il o Yeard SR w8

e The plans include a dedicated IT park, a green hydrogen production facility and
airport-wide digital upgrades, all of which are expected to usher CIAL into a new
era of sustainable and tech-driven growth.
T Aiorrei & Ue wafdd Snsdt urd, M FIgSIe IeTe WO iR W A ofF A
fSforea g fta & PR CIAL &) Tad 3R a@-ie-3id faery & te qugn o
IR F3 B IHNE g

e More than 150 projects have been envisaged.

150 ¥ S IRAISHE IRSiud &1 7T &

e According to S. Suhas, Managing Director of CIAL, the exercise goes beyond mere

expansion of the airport’s infrastructure.
CIAL & ey I3 T, GeTH & SJ9R, T8 YU $Had gaTs 313 & SAauaT
forwR 3 et sm 31

e "We are redefining the role of an airport in today's world. From green hydrogen
production to advanced digital systems and the creation of a vibrant commercial
ecosystem, each step is part of a larger vision..."

"EH 3T B g1 F T gaTs 3 BT YfipT 31 i  tRuiRa v R €1 =

2, eRa Sull, W1 a-ite 3R Udlgpd fadg W™
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"...to integrate sustainability, technology and regional development into the core
of airport operations. Our aim is to ensure that CIAL remains future-ready, efficient
and aligned with evolving needs of passengers and partners.”

. a1 3% gaTs 35T TaTad & s | fRuwar, M i &ty faera &
TR AT 1 GHRT 3= 2 b CIAL s & g 3R, et oiR af¥at 7 uiier
D! g Sewdl & HTEd I B 1"

The ¥200-crore digital infrastructure programme will harness smart technology
to create a safer and seamless airport experience.

3200 FRIS P fEfored Srau==1 Ao & A1eaH J WIS dH-1P BT SUTNT HID
U GRFAd SR WS 5913 ST SFIHT dUR o S|

CIAL is now part of an exclusive group of seven Indian airports that offer the Fast
Track Immigration — Trusted Traveller Programme (FTI-TTP).

CIAL 37d 31 |Td YR gars gl & Ay gug &1 Regr o 1 & o e 8o
SARRM — TS 3aaR URI (FTI-TTP) UGH od ¢ |

CIAL is collaborating with BPCL to build a green hydrogen plant, slated to be
inaugurated by August.

CIAL, BPCL ¥ 1Y e U WA grggier wad 1 36T 8, o e o Iganfed
oo ST R

It will be the first ever hydrogen production facility at an airport globally.

g 4% 1 Uge gaTs 3 W FRUT FISSIoT Icura H9F 8|

With an installed capacity of 1 MW and production capacity of 220 kg per day, the
project is primarily targeted for green mobility solutions within and around the
airport.

SHP! AT &HdT 1 AIMETE 3R IATE &1 220 fhaium ufafe g, 3ik 78
RESTHT JRed: BaTS 313 & 3iaR 3R MU & &= # gRa ulas Jura= & fa
SIEEE

The initiative complements CIAL's legacy as a solar-powered airport and aligns with
global carbon neutrality goals by promoting cleaner fuel alternatives, Suhas said.

geT & SIUR, T8 Ugd CIAL &1 HR-FHell WaTierd gars ST &1 [aRId & 3
Wﬁﬁ%@ﬁgmﬁr&qmﬁlﬁa&u’ﬁ&w% aﬂ%%wéwﬁm‘raﬁ
garal |

To position Kochi as a leading destination for maintenance, repair and overhaul
(MRO) services in South Asia, catering to both domestic and foreign airlines,
Cochin International Aviation Services, a subsidiary of CIAL, is constructing its
third MRO hangar at an investment of ¥50 crore.

gféror TR # TeREE, 7R SR iiavsia (MRO) Jarsi & fou sifa &1 te
T Tided & ¥4 H RITUT B 8, CIAL T gD HUHT DI ge-=-d Tfag==
A 250 HRIS P HaY Y 3UAT TRRT MRO 87 &1 381 5

The expansion at Kochi aims to offer a competitive, high-quality alternative for
MRO services within India.

Fifer & 98 fTR URa & fiar MRo Ja13ii & fae te ufeadf ok 3= 1orasn
qrer fa®ed UM S &1 deg 3@ 5|

This initiative supports the broader goals of ‘Make in India’ and ‘Atmanirbhar
Bharat’' programmes by enhancing domestic capabilities, reducing dependence on
overseas service providers and attracting overseas business to Indian soil.
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Infrastructure Development Projects
TR faprT

e On the infrastructure front, CIAL is executing a diverse array of projects to
strengthen aviation and allied sectors.

AT & HId W, CIAL fauT 3R Jax &=t &1 Holgg H=- & fore fafay wer
& aRaerTeH @ fparad 2 3@l |

e The projects are designed to enhance capacity, improve efficiency, and generate
long-term revenue.

Y URTISHY & 981, THTaREdr YR 3R de1iere Iera 3ad a3 & e
T T &
e The key works include:

D‘ﬂ'{'g’ Bl § A &
An import cargo terminal (1 lakh sq. ft.)
U AT PHI i (1 9Ra T Fe)

o Airport emergency services modernisation with the induction of the latest

safety systems

TATS 3IST ATUTADTA JaT3AT BT STYADIBRT o TdI-TaH &
wrr[%ﬁraﬁsrriﬁa ERIRICIN
o Perimeter intrusion detection system (PIDS)
Y gats uge womel (PIDS)
o India’s largest aero lounge — 0484 Aero Lounge
HRA P Ya4 TST TR Ao — 0484 TR AT
o Golf resorts
Tirew faidd
o Ongomg phase one of the international terminal (T3) expansion project
efi=e (13) fawar afkais &1 gger @Ror wifd W
e CIAL aims to follow an aerotropolis model by integrating commercial and lifestyle
zones around the airport.
CIAL hT d&d % b dg 3’3’[’5‘ TR Higd (aerotropolis model) &I 3{UAIT, forad 'E!a'l's£
31§ & U aIforfos SR Sia-TRiet &3t &1 siteT Se|
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