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Top board

Indian women are catching up
with the men in world chess

e Em A E e E s m . +
'

ivya Deshmukh’s astonishing perfor-

mance at the women’s chess World Cup

has put the limelight back on Indian
chess, yet again. Rarely does a week pass without
an Indian player achieving a significant feat in
some corner of the world. Still, what Divya did at
Batumi, Georgia, on Monday, deserves attention.
The 19-year-old from Nagpur won one of the
most prestigious tournaments, coming through a
gruelling knockout competition, outwitting rivals
much stronger and more experienced. She had
started out as the 15th seed. That she defeated
another Indian, the fourth-seeded Koneru Hum-
py and reigning World rapid chess champion, in
the final, underlined the country’s domination of
the event. Two other Indians, D. Harika and R.
Vaishali, had also advanced to the quarterfinals.
The great show in Georgia does not make India a
superpower in women’s chess, though. That ho-
nour belongs to China, home to the last three wo-
men’s World champions. Though the Indian wo-
men, like the men, won the Chess Olympiad last
year at Budapest, China has more depth. India
may now boast the world’s best young talent
among men, in the form of World champion D.
Gukesh, World No. 4 R. Praggnanandhaa and No.
5 Arjun Erigaisi among others, but the bench in
women’s chess is not all that strong.

Divya’s — and India’s — stunning success should
no doubt inspire young girls to take up chess as a
career. The huge media attention that Divya has
received — she has been featured on the front pag-
es of newspapers, became breaking news on TV
and got plenty of traction online — could encour-
age even more parents to make their daughters
learn chess. And India needs more girls to move
the pieces on the chessboard. Though the current
Indian lineup looks good enough to retain the
Olympiad gold next year, it is imperative that the
country needs to spot and nurture fresh young ta-
lent. There are a few players such as Vantika Agra-
wal and B. Savitha Shri, but in the world’s top 100,
there are only eight Indians, while China has 14,
including the top three. India’s chess administra-
tors have to make some long-term plans for wo-
men’s chess, and should implement them quick-
ly. After identifying a fairly large group of
promising girls, they need to be properly trained
and provided excellent coaches. Only few families
can afford the highly expensive trainers and the
travel to Europe, from where the Indian players
usually make their norms for their Grandmaster
or International Master titles. There should also
be more such tournaments in India.

women’s World champions.
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Indian women are catching up with the men in world
chess

HRAT Ay Ry v § gou) Ft REd T 8

Divya Deshmukh’s Chess Triumph at World Cup

fear 3@ 1 9o HU H avS § UHER Sid

o Divya Deshmukh’s astonishing performance at the
women'’s chess World Cup has put the limelight back on
Indian chess, yet again.
fa Sxra & AR Aaiel 968 BU § dieT ard ueRiH A
To R bR URHg Trave & g & o fear 31

o Rarely does a week pass without an Indian player
achieving a significant feat in some corner of the world.

TS & DI JuiTg AT offdl & oid fobdlt YR faard) 3
a1 & et B ¥ gyt Iuafer g1l 9 &1 81|

o Sitill, what Divya did at Batumi, Georgia, on Monday,
deserves attention.
o2 off, AHaR &Y agHl, siforar & faaa A i fasan, a8 e
AR

e The 19-year-old from Nagpur won one of the most
prestigious tournaments, coming through a gruelling
knockout competition, outwitting rivals much stronger and
more experienced.
IRTYR BT 19 UG fFaret 7 god ufafga g F 3w
SitdT, o I+ Bie ATweide gohradl J Gg 9 SaTal
Holgd 3R SFYa ufagfeat o1 ard &

e She had started out as the 15th seed.
IBA AT B YI3Td 15dY a8Tar & =4 &t |

e That she defeated another Indian, the 4th-seeded
Koneru Humpy and reigning World rapid chess champion,
in the final, underlined the country’s domination of the event.
Ig & 381 Bz § te 3R YR faarst =ieft adtaar
T S gt 3R diclal fay Yos 3 2fta= &1 g=m,
U YRA & qaeadl & ¥@ifdd [ha|

e Two other Indians, D. Harika and R. Vaishali, had
also advanced to the quarterfinals.

3 & WA Raare!, SY. gReT oIk MR, duredt, of
PIIBIZAA b uga off|

e The great show in Georgia does not make India a
superpower in women’s chess, though.

SiforaT § MMER YGRH & STaeg YRd 3t afgar rave o
HeTRIfR Tg! &1 5|

e That honour belongs to China, home to the last three
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Though the Indian women, like the men, won the Chess Olympiad last year at
Budapest, China has more depth.

BTt YR Afgal A A g3y ¢ 3! ave fUad ad gerive # s siiwfuars
ST T, A A @Y TRt 31 B

India may now boast the world’s best young talent among men, in the form of
World champion D. Gukesh, World No. 4 R. Praggnanandhaa, and No. 5 Arjun
Erigaisi among others.

YR TS gos o7t & fay At ). dbwr, iy v 4 3R, ugHHg iR AFaR 5
3o TRARTT S faenfeal & &0 o fay & aday gar ufaursit &1 gar o= 961 g
But the bench in women’s chess is not all that strong.

Afp Afgar Traver § ST WY I+ Horgd 81 7

Divya’s — and India’s — stunning success should no doubt inspire young girls to
take up chess as a career.

fga SR YRA 31 T8 IR THadl FAwicg gafadl &) avsl Bt HRAIX & = &
3T & forg afva &t

The huge media attention that Divya has received — featured on front pages,
breaking news on TV, and traction online — could encourage more parents to make
their daughters learn chess.

feo &1 firch 9t Hifgw saver — rgaR] & yga uHl, ddl 1 afhm =1, iR
HTTeTg B Al — ¥ 3R 3% Arar-fuar s afeal @t zravs R & fag
TIHIed 81 Hebd B

And India needs more girls to move the pieces on the chessboard.

3R HRd & =1 & iftre asfear grais ot ard I |

Though the current Indian lineup looks good enough to retain the Olympiad gold
next year, it is imperative that the country needs to spot and nurture fresh young
talent.

gTdifes HIN[Gl YR ¢ AT IY afiaTs Mes 3t SRR v+ J 9gm foa 38t
2, Afp ==dl B 5 T ot 18 gar ufquraif &1 uge 3R diyur &1 gFm|

There are a few players such as Vantika Agrawal and B. Savitha Shri, but in the
world’s top 100, there are only eight Indians, while China has 14, including the top
three.

dfaeT SrTaTe SR &Y. Afaar ot oRkft o faarst §, afe fay &t =i 100 I o
FId 8 HRAH g, SIafes T & UrT 14 fFaret &, o =i 3 ot wnfara 3

India’s chess administrators have to make some long-term plans for women’s
chess, and should implement them quickly.

YRd & R[A<el URID| D! AT Ia¥el & To1g Erdpiferes aiemg a1 1M 3R
I5 STeg] ARL HAT G|

After identifying a fairly large group of promising girls, they need to be properly
trained and provided with excellent coaches.

PIH! T TSI A THER ASPUl I UgaM & aIe, I WeT asies A Uriad foam
ST AT SR IPT B AT A =1

Only few families can afford the highly expensive trainers and the travel to
Europe, from where the Indian players usually make their norms for their
Grandmaster or International Master titles.

Haq TS gl URAR AT UR&DT 3R GRIY AT HT T 31 Thd &, g1 R

%@a@ﬁ&nﬂ?ﬁwv 3 FSARER T XA ARER eT5cd & fo1u ATH g1 Hd
|

There should also be more such tournaments in India.

HRd # 1 T SR 31 gatel o1 smaieH g =T
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Italy summons Russian envoy after Italy summons Russian envoy
President put on ‘Russophobe’ list  afterPresident put on
‘Russophobe’ list

sﬁﬁwﬁgaﬁm

m$$m C-

Italy Summons Russian Ambassador Over
Russophobe List

%@;Tuﬁaw'wszﬁﬁ?@ﬂwﬁm

AFP

A PCS T -

included Italian President Sergio Mattarella (in picture) on a list of P9
Western officials critical of the Kremlin. Mr. Mattarella was included « ltaly on Wednesday summoned Russia’s

on Foreign Ministry’s ‘Russophobe’ list of Western officials whom it Amb_assador af_ter Moscow m_Cqued Italian .
accuses of using “the language of hatred” against Russia. AFp President Sergio Mattarella (in picture) on a list of
Western officials critical of the Kremlin.

JUIR D 3ell A T b IAoIgd Pl e (b1 o1d HIep! A geeil & wgufa aforar
ATEedl (AWR H) $I 3 Ul iRl ot geit d it fasar o seafer ot
ST I 6|

e Mr. Mattarella was included on Foreign Ministry’s ‘Russophobe’ list of Western
officials whom it accuses of using “the language of hatred” against Russia.

it T e o w1 faeR WAt @1 e gt & wnfie fomar w7, o 3
meﬁ%@ﬂmﬁa%ﬁqmwéw"wﬁw"wmaﬂﬁw&m
T T B

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper I: History, Society and Geography)

1. President lauds contribution of former Bengal CM B.C.
Ro

gy A e & g s €18, € 8 g o
HRTET Bl

2. Arrest and Unrest

AR 3R S
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Troubled waters

\ o

-«
The tsunami-hit Severo-Kurilsk region on Paramushir island in Russia’s Kuril islands on Wednesday. The ive earthquake measuring 8.8
near Russia’s Kamchatka Peninsula launched tsunami waves towards Japan, Hawaii and the U.S. west coast. AFP (REPORT: PAGE 14)

President lauds contributions

of former Bengal CM BC. Roy

:GS1LBCRoy o8
Presidenit Droupadi Miirmu on Wednesday
lauded the efforts of Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy as
the former Chief Minister of West Bengal, in her
public address at the first convocation ceremony
of All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS),
Kalyani, in West Bengal’s Nadia district. Ms.
Murmu highlighted that Dr. Roy laid the
foundation stone of the planned city of Kalyani
and that during his long tenure as Chief Minister,
he served patients free of cost. “This institute is
located in a city that was established by an
exemplary Chief Minister and a doctor,” she said.
AIIMS Kalyani was established in 2018.

President lauds contribution
of former Bengal CM B.C.
Roy

Agufd A Se & gd gerEl
%@ﬁ.ﬁq%uﬁwafaﬁm

President Droupadi Murmu’s Address at
AIIMS Kalyani Convocation

gafa Sud FHearont e
mﬁﬁa‘rggﬁrw

e President Droupadi Murmu on
Wednesday lauded the efforts of Dr. Bidhan
Chandra Roy as the former Chief Minister of
West Bengal, in her public address at the first
convocation ceremony of All India Institute
of Medical Sciences (AIIMS), Kalyani, in
West Bengal’s Nadia district.

29 74 7 gUaR ) a3 e &
qETHAT ST faeT 9% 319 & ! St Ui
Y, O o1 UfSH STe & Arfear fora o R
TR HeToll & Ued diefid THRIE H Wdeie
HIyoT f&a|
e Ms. Murmu highlighted that Dr. Roy

laid the foundation stone of the planned city of Kalyani and that during his long
tenure as Chief Minister, he served patients free of cost.
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e “This institute is located in a city that was established by an exemplary Chief
Minister and a doctor,” she said.

3R ST 3 31 A"
o AIIMS Kalyani was established in 2018.
TH HedTult &1 RITTAT 2018 T 55 2
Season of surplus

S

Gushing out: Irrigation officials released over 60,000 cusecs of flood water from the Prakasam barrage into the Krishna river on Wednesday
in Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh. A flood alert has been issued to villages and habitations in the vicinity. G.N. RAO
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Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy
A ° Aod
S, ey 9% I
Full Name: Bidhan Chandra Roy (popularly known as B.C. Roy)
R AT: foem 9% g (8 .3, AT & 1§ 1 S 8)
Date of Birth and Death: Born 1 July 1882 in Patna; died 1 July 1962 in Calcutta (aged 80)
o 3R g faf: 1 Ja 1882 P UeAT T O, 1 JATS 1962 HI Hadhal H (Y (317 80 TH)

Professions: Eminent physician-surgeon, educationist, politician, statesman, freedom fighter

Medical Education and Early Career

Riferear Rran ok yRFY® HRaR

* Graduated from Calcutta Medical College

HADb AfSDHd Blotel Y HTdD
« Earned MRCP and FRCS in London by 1911 and returned to India to teach and practice medicine
1911 T G I THIRET SR THSHRUTTH B1 U UIed BT SR FAfbe Sfeand 3R 31y &
fo HRd dle 3y
« Worked as teaching faculty at several medical colleges — Calcutta Medical College, Campbell
Medical School, and Carmichael Medical College, gaining a reputation as a dedicated clinician
and educator
Fs NfSHA Bicol - HAG ASHA BIaS], PUSH ASH WP AR FRARG AfSHd Hias H
e Yo & T & SR o, ofR v wmftfa Rifrde ok e & w0 o B ured &t
 Became President of the Medical Council of India in 1944

1944 H YR ffben uRwg & sieef 94
« Became a Fellow of prestigious international medical bodies, including the Royal Society of
Tropical Medicine and Hygiene and American Society of Chest Physicians

RTad TR el 3 giiuehd ASRIA TS gTsoiA SR SRS s St ¥ fOhiofRme afed
TR SRRt Ffdhea Tl & el &

Political Career and Public Service

I fae HRER 3R Ardw=e dar

* Entered politics in 1925, joining the Indian National Congress

1925 # ST H U foba, HRd AP HiU H =fedd §T
* Elected to the Bengal Legislative Council

St fae aReg & foe 9= Y
« Participated in the Civil Disobedience Movement

i SraT Sficier H Wi feran stidier
« Conducted studies related to pollution in the Hooghly River

STl TE B gy § Wefid siemae fey
« Served as Mayor of Calcutta from 1931 to 1933, succeeding Subhas Chandra Bose

JHTY °% S & 918 1931 ¥ 1933 dF HABT P HEMUR I
« Introduced major civic reforms including free medical aid, public education, improved lighting,
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and sanitation
gmm,ﬂm%w,mwmsﬁiww%amw&mm

Chief Minister of West Bengal (1948-1962)
Ui ST & GIHAT (1948-1962)

 Appointed Premier of Bengal on 23 January 1948

23 SIFaR] 1948 DI ST o YuH:T fAged gu
* Became the first Chief Minister of West Bengal from 26 January 1950, post-Constitution, and
served until his death in 1962

e AN 8 & 1 26 AN 1950 B U STTd & Ugd TeaHa! 94 3R 1962 H S0+ g d%
ERISCA R
* Led massive post-Partition rehabilitation, including refugee resettlement, urban
development, and industrial growth

fAUSH & 916 9 UM | YHAN &1 A a1, forad IRt &1 grai, Test fae ik
N famrer =mfia ot

Founded planned cities including:

frafora 2=l &1 R 91, o it €

— Burdwan Nagar (Salt Lake City)
SGaH TR (Wee A [
— Durgapur

- Kalyani
FHeroft

— Ashokenagar

— Habra
BIaR]

« Played an instrumental role in establishing premier national institutions such as:

- U WP HRIHT BT RITGAT A Hgeaqut HfAsT g, o:

— IIT Kharagpur (served as the first Chairman of its Board)

TS WSTR (b U H BT o) TP s &b TIH 3feg)

— 1IM Calcutta (founder—-chairman)

TS IMITH HAD T (HRITYS - )
- B. C. Roy Memorial Library

. It Mg AT dges

Contributions to Healthcare and Medical Infrastructure

TareA A7 3R RIfrdr srasiar # e
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* Spearheaded the creation and development of numerous key medical institutions, especially in
Kolkata, including:

ﬁug&%%%ﬁ,ﬁ@wwﬁﬁwﬁ,%ﬁﬁwﬁ%mﬁ&m@wﬁuﬁmﬁ

- R. G. Kar Medical College
3R, Sit. IR HiSHS Dlcrel
— Jadavpur Tuberculosis Hospital
SIIGAYR &Y T ST
— Chittaranjan Seva Sadan (focused on women and children)
RS Ha Fe (wigarsl ofR s=il R disd)
— Chittaranjan Cancer Hospital
oM R SRyaTd
— Kamala Nehru Memorial Hospital
HHAT 5% HHIRG SR
— Infectious Disease Hospital
HshTH AT SR
- Postgraduate Medical Education Institutions
AP FaforeaT fRram dRim
- Indian Institute of Mental Health

HRAIT AFRIG W0y IR

Awards, Honors, and Legacy

RIBR, T 3R favraa

« Conferred the Bharat Ratna on 4 February 1961, India's highest civilian honour

4 TRERY 1961 BT HRA &b Haied ANTRS GHM, HRd Id Y AT
« Dr. B. C. Roy National Award was instituted in 1962

1. ofl. 1. 7T AP GRBR B R 1962 H g3
— Officially awarded from 1976 onwards

MBS AR W 1976 ¥ e a1 &Il &
— Recognizes excellence across fields such as medicine, statesmanship, science, arts, philosophy,
literature, and public service

fefpe, e, fagm, wer, o=, Tt iR Irdwifes a1 o &5 & ISP var ! AT ST 8
— Presented by the President of India on 1 July each year

Ui a1 Sdls Bl HRd & JAFUTd gRT Fa fodr oirdl g aul
 National Doctors’ Day is observed in India every year on 1 July, commemorating both his
birth and death anniversaries

YRA H §R 1T 1 JolTs Bl AP Rl feas 71 ST &, St S9! SRt SR quafafd il &

IUded & HRT ST 2
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Arrest and unrest

Communal agenda is behind the arrest
of nuns for human tratﬁckmg

GSI: Society
T AE ArTest o tWe” L’a‘ﬂ'rollc nuns by the

Chhattisgarh police on charges of human

trafficking and forced conversion is
another instance of growing religion-related ha-
rassment. Keralite Sisters Preeti Mary and Vanda-
na Francis, from the order of the Assisi Sisters of
Mary Immaculate, were escorting three tribal
girls to an Agra convent for jobs when they were
apprehended from Durg railway station on July
25 after a Bajrang Dal member filed a complaint.
They have been booked under Section 4 of the
Chhattisgarh Freedom of Religion Act, 1968 (con-
version) and Section 143 of the BNS (trafficking).
While Chief Minister Vishnu Deo Sai insisted that
the nuns were engaging in “human trafficking
and conversion... through inducement”, the kin
of the girls have since clarified that there was no
forceful conversion and they had given their con-
sent to be taken to Agra. The arrests have led to
condemnation across the political spectrum
against communal vigilantism. Leaders across
political lines have protested. Ruling Left Demo-
cratic Front and Opposition United Democratic
Front MPs from Kerala held dharnas outside Par-
liament, and the Catholic Church, through its offi-
cial mouthpiece, Deepika, and other church or-
ganisations too denounced the arrests.

This is not the first time that a proselytisation
row has erupted involving Christian missionaries.
Last year marked 25 years of the brutal killing of
Australian missionary Graham Staines and his two
minor sons in Odisha. Despite the fact that the Con-
stitution provides citizens the right to practise and
propagate the religion of their choice, several
States, including U.P., M.P., Chhattisgarh, Rajas-
than, Arunachal Pradesh, Jharkhand and Odisha,
have misused provisions of anti-conversion laws
that were intended only to prevent conversion
through force or fraud or allurement. These laws
are often used to criminalise interfaith marriages
by labelling conversion by marriage as unlawful. In
tribal-dominated regions such as Jharkhand, there
is another tension brewing between Adivasis and
both Christian tribals and Hindus. While Hindutva
groups with the RSS’s backing are exhorting tribals
to wake up to their Hindu roots, tribal outfits are re-
sisting this and demanding a separate Sarna reli-
gious code. Tribal outfits allege that the Hindu
groups are doing the same thing as Christian mis-
sionaries to subsume their distinct culture. In
Chhattisgarh, which has around a 2% Christian
population according to the 2011 Census, there is al-
so a debate on whether tribals who are converting
to Christianity should be delisted from the Sche-
duled Tribes. In such a churn, the onus is on polit-
ical, religious and social organisations to focus on
economic development, jobs and welfare. Govern-
ment machineries should be used to enforce rights,
guaranteed by the Constitution, not violate them.

Arrest and Unrest

AR 3R erday

Communal agenda is behind the arrest of nuns for human
trafficking

A d&p3t & RY § 741 3t FRERT & NS IiueiRie tsisr

o The arrest of two Catholic nuns by the Chhattisgarh
police on charges of human trafficking and forced conversion is
another instance of growing religion-related harassment.

TS Yo gR1 &) FYIfere A= &t AFd awp iR wa= o
uﬁaﬁqg&nﬂuﬁfﬁ?ﬁm o A ISt Tl U8 BT TH 3R
REARUES

o Keralite Sisters Preeti Mary and Vandana Francis, from
the order of the Assisi Sisters of Mary Immaculate, were
escorting three tribal girls to an Agra convent for jobs when they
were apprehended from Durg railway station on July 25 after a
Bajrang Dal member filed a complaint.

Fa P e Nifa A ok a1 wilt, s et Ry aife
W ARIAC I &, 91 snfearht asfHal o 3MRT & ts ®ide d
Tt & forg o o XE o 919 36 25 FeNTg DI g Yad W I
IO 3 & UP HSH o! FRb1ad & d1e IRWR fhar |

e They have been booked under Section 4 of the
Chhattisgarh Freedom of Religion Act, 1968 (conversion) and
Section 143 of the BNS (trafficking).

3% Faas SxiaTe YH Tadzar sffaaw, 1968 &1 4RT 4
(%unfavm 3R BNS & YRT 143 (b)) & d8d AT &of far T
I

e While Chief Minister Vishnu Deo Sai insisted that the nuns
were engaging in “human trafficking and conversion... through
inducement”, the kin of the girls have since clarified that there was
no forceful conversion and they had given their consent to be
taken to Agra.

wiefes FerwAt faw] g Amg 3 Srar {1 fob 7 “Uelt i & Areaw 9
AT TPl 3R yafaror § fow o, asfeal & ufemt 3 Wy e
¢ o @IS ave1 oif ufead= 761 gon oik 35 emRT oM & ferw
Heafa df 4t

e The arrests have led to condemnation across the political
spectrum against communal vigilantism.

39 fiRuaial 3 AiueiRe AR & s Jeifae nferr &
a1 &) o e g1

o Leaders across political lines have protested. Ruling Left
Democratic Front and Opposition United Democratic Front MPs
from Kerala held dharnas outside Parliament.

It Ioifa® gl & Aarsi | fRIY fhar HRa & Jaee aH
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Armaitae Al 3R fAueht Tge dtedaite Al & Jiael 2 99 & 96 SRAT
fear|

The Catholic Church, through its official mouthpiece, Deepika, and other church
organisations too denounced the arrests.

FUrP T 7 oA TR T ST 3R 3 enfiies Tre-t & dreas ¥ oft
1 ARy 3t g a1

This is not the first time that a proselytisation row has erupted involving Christian
missionaries.

I8 UgHl HipT gl & 99 SHTS FaRARE) & dox ywfarur faare am= sma g

Last year marked 25 years of the brutal killing of Australian missionary Graham
Staines and his two minor sons in Odisha.

fUad ua sifem & sieferars Rt Imew R =T 3R 3% g1 ATaTfent def &t
e ger & 25 I W gL U

Despite the fact that the Constitution provides citizens the right to practise and
propagate religion, several States including U.P., M.P., Chhattisgarh, Rajasthan,
Arunachal Pradesh, Jharkhand and Odisha, have misused anti-conversion
laws.

gg 9 gid gU ft s Afaem At &) ov &1 31T iR YR &e4 &7 3IReR
ST g, STR USRI, A USRI, BURNIG, ICRYT, SFUMTd USRI, ARES 3R
NS Afgd B3 I5T §9 BT BT GSUART PR 3G 6

These laws were intended only to prevent conversion through force, fraud or
allurement, but are often used to criminalise interfaith marriages.

J HH Had g, UIRA a1 YA U= & qregy & < ufeadt &1 AP+ & fe s e 2,
AT 3MF 37T ST SR AR YUTHP A1) B MRTY T4 & e fovan S g

In tribal-dominated regions such as Jharkhand, there is another tension brewing
between Adivasis and both Christian tribals and Hindus.

FRTS SN Sfeanit aga &=t & snfearRa, Sars snfearRmat oik fégsi & o
T 141 q9I1d 37 51 BT ¢
Hindutva groups with the RSS’s backing are exhorting tribals to wake up to their
Hindu roots, while tribal outfits are resisting and demanding a separate Sarna
religious code:

IRUTETH Fuidd fEgea ayg snfearRmal ¥ s+ f§g ga &t ygar= &7 SMgH o
8 ©, TSI SMMfGaRit WIS SUDT TR1Y FR TG & 3R Th 30 =1 YT Bis Bt
AM IR T 5
Tribal outfits allege that the Hindu groups are doing the same thing as Christian
missionaries to subsume their distinct culture.

feardt Wrel &1 3R § & &g g, $ars fmmial @ e & st fafkry
Tpia Pt THIRT X B! DR @ 8

In Chhattisgarh, which has around 2% Christian population (2011 Census), there
is also a debate on whether tribals converting to Christianity should be delisted
from Scheduled Tribes.

BTG, S5l SHTE STATd! ATHT 2% (2011 wrrn:ﬂ)%’ I8! I8 989 it § 5 =it
Sfeart $aTé eref 3raeT TR €, S SRR SITG) & 9Te b Wiy a1 |
In such a churn, the onus is on political, religious and social organisations to
focus on economic development, jobs and welfare.

U8 Hohe & SR H Ao, Uit v JraTieres Ta-! & frier) st ¢ & 3
e far, AeRal 3R Fearur R o Higd B

Government machineries should be used to enforce rights guaranteed by the
Constitution, not violate them.

TWEHRI & BT SN JlAUH GRT Ued RIBRI B AR H & forg g1 91fey, 7
o 38 Ieegd FI1 & foru|
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HaHT A AR # YUl AEe! 5% 7R SR e
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R3S iy & wiyHE Yy SRR oY
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Trump’s 25% tarift and ‘penalty’ set to hit India

U.S. President cites Russian purchases and high
tariffs as reasons for penalising India from August 1

T.4GS lll: Econom
NEW DELHI

utting an end to
P months of specula-
tion, U.S. President

Donald Trump on Wednes-
day announced that im-
ports from India would at-
tract 25% tariffs from
Friday, “plus a penalty”,
citing India’s purchases of
energy and military equip-
ment from Russia, its high
tariffs, and its “strenuous
and obnoxious” non-mo-
netary barriers to trade.
Hours later, the Ministry
of Commerce and Industry
said that the government
was “studying the implica-
tions” of Mr. Trump’s an-
nouncement and would
“take all steps necessary to
secure our national inter-
est”. India and the U.S.
have been negotiating a
potential Bilateral Trade
Agreement since February,
when a joint statement by
Prime Minister Narendra

. Modi and Mr. Trump stat-

ed that such a deal would
be concluded by fall 2025.

Apart from that compre-
hensive deal, negotiators
from the two countries
have also been trying to
work out a “mini-deal” that
will walk back the retaliato-
ry tariffs that Mr. Trump
announced in April for In-
dia and a number of other
countries. Statements by
U.S. Trade Representative
Jamieson Greer on Monday
had indicated that negotia-
tions with India may ex-
tend beyond the August 1
deadline set by Mr. Trump.
The U.S. President’s state-
ment on Wednesday, ho-
wever, seems to confirm
that such a mini-deal will
not materialise.

Unknown factor

“Remember, while India is
our friend, we have, over
the years, done relatively
little business with them
because their tariffs are far

Centre says it is studying its implications and will
take all steps necessary to secure national interest

Fare amongst friends

The chart shows India’stop 5 | The U.S. Census Bureau
exports to the U.S. between reported that India imported
January and May 2025

more than it exported last year § |

3,000 g

he highest in the world
LD TRUMP, U.S. President

Source: Ministry of
Commerce
and Industry

Electrical
machinery

Nuclear
machinery

Mineral
fuels
Pharmaceutical
products

Pearls,
precious stones

(Exports in § million)

Russia to STOP THE KILL-
ING IN UKRAINE - ALL
THINGS NOT GOOD! INDIA
WILL THEREFORE BE PAY-
ING A TARIFF OF 25%,
PLUS A PENALTY FOR
THE ABOVE, STARTING

too high, among the high-
est in the world, and they
have the most strenuous
and obnoxious non-mone-
tary trade barriers of any
country,” Mr. Trump wrote
on Truth Social platform.

“Also, they have always
bought a vast majority of
their military equipment
from Russia, and are Rus-
sia’s largest buyer of ENER-
GY, along with China, at a
time when everyone wants

ON AUGUST FIRST [sic],”
he added.

This tariff rate is margi-
nally lower than the earlier
26% tariff that Mr. Trump
had threatened to levy on
imports from India. Ho-
wever, the additional “pe-
nalty” is now unknown as
Mr. Trump did not specify
what form it will take.

In its statement, the
Commerce Ministry said
that the government has
taken note of Mr. Trump’s
statement on Dbilateral
trade. “The Government is
studying its implications.
India and the U.S. have
been engaged in negotia-
tions on concluding a fair,
balanced and mutually be-
neficial bilateral trade
agreement over the last
few months. We remain

committed to that
objective.
The Government attach-

es the utmost importance
to protecting and promot-
ing the welfare of our farm-

Trump’s 25% tariff and ‘penalty’ set to hit India

T & 25% ¢RP 3R AT F YR IR ¥R IS I1d1 §

U.S. President Trump announces tariffs on Indian imports

3t Agufa ¢u = HRHHT SmaTd IR Yeob A BT Ay B

Putting an end to months of speculation, U.S. President Donald Trump on
Wednesday announced that imports from India would attract 25% tariffs from
Friday, “plus a penalty”, citing India’s purchases of energy and military equipment
from Russia, its high tariffs, and its “strenuous and obnoxious” non-monetary
barriers to trade.
P Tl B Srepal W faRM d71d g, 3MR®! IPuld SHTeS ¢U A gUaR St
YT B fF YHaR T YR T ST W 25% [P N, “S0d 91 T Afdivaad
&8 Mt R, o YRA g1 & & St 3R ST USRI B Wite, 3 e,

3R IR R “Bfe MR mufe-e” TR-3NMfe aremsif 1 R S/ 17|

The tariff rate is marginally lower than the earlier
26% tariff Trump had initially threatened to levy

ers, entrepreneurs, and

MSMES,” it said.

Retaliatory tariffs

“The Government will take
all steps necessary to se-
cure our national interest,
as has been the case with
other trade agreements,” it
added.

In early April, the U.S.
President had imposed re-
taliatory ‘Liberation Day’
tariffs on imports from
most countries in the
world, arguing that these
countries imposed much
higher tariffs on U.S. goods
than the U.S. did on im-
ports from them. Thereaf-
ter, he announced a 90-day
pause, so as to work out bi-
lateral trade deals with sev-
eral of these countries.

At the end of the 90-day
pause in July, Mr. Trump
further extended this win-
dow to August 1.

RELATED REPORTS
» PAGE6 &12

Hours later, the Ministry of Commerce and Industry said that the government
was “studying the implications” of Mr. Trump’s announcement and would “take all
steps necessary to secure our national interest”.

F© B Tl J1g, a1y SR SUNT HATAT - Fgl s WHR M €U B1 T9om & guTal

BT AT P 51 ¢ IR “FAR AP fyd $1 van & forg it smawas wew

India and the U.S. have been negotiating a potential Bilateral Trade Agreement
since February, when a joint statement by Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Mr.
Trump stated that such a deal would be concluded by fall 2025.

YR 3R 3@t Tuifad fgueha s gwsia

TR B ¥ Sdid @ §, oa
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WUTTHA s HIGY 3R 1 $U GRT U TGt ST H el 747 AT fob AT Heiiell 2025
P IR By ab G B el ST
Apart from that comprehensive deal, negotiators from the two countries have also
been trying to work out a “mini-deal” that will walk back the retaliatory tariffs that
Mr. Trump announced in April for India and a number of other countries.
U TS A P 3(Tal, GHI o= & ATdidR T “frt-dla” Wi e R % §
S 3rte H WRd 3R 3= 3=M R Tifta ufaiieht Yl @1 arow o & Heg st
Statements by U.S. Trade Representative Jamieson Greer on Monday had
indicated that negotiations with India may extend beyond the August 1 deadline set
by Mr. Trump.
AR &1 ARt AR wfafHf S faw gri few o samt & dod fear mn
%nﬁwm—créo‘mqaraf'qaﬁaqmmﬁn€1 RGB! FHIIHT ¥ 3{F §¢ Febdlt

I
The U.S. President’s statement on Wednesday, however, seems to confirm that
such a mini-deal will not materialise.

m@@ﬁ%ﬁ,gwaﬁeﬁhﬁmﬁ%mﬁwm%ﬁ?@ﬁﬁ-@aﬁwqﬁ
|

Unknown factor

SIATd ded

“‘Remember, while India is our friend, we have, over the years, done relatively little
business with them because their tariffs are far too high, among the highest in
the world, and they have the most strenuous and obnoxious non-monetary trade
barriers of any country,” Mr. Trump wrote on Truth Social platform.

“TTe, I@!, HRd gART 73 &, fr f g0 auf & 397 1Y a1 ® U | SH AR
fohar & wifes I R agd St §, o gfar 7§ 9ad S 7 8, 3R 3 fplt ot 3w
& P HaQ Hi3 3R mufiere AR-3nffe saruR a1emd wad & R u a5y
=TS WewH TR o)

“Also, they have always bought a vast majority of their military equipment from
Russia, and are Russia’s largest buyer of ENERGY, along with China, at a time
when everyone wants Russia to STOP THE KILLING IN UKRAINE — ALL THINGS
NOT GOOD! INDIA WILL THEREFORE BE PAYING A TARIFF OF 25%, PLUS A
PENALTY FOR THE ABOVE, STARTING ON AUGUST FIRST [sic],” he added.

"GP SATATAT, J5I- SR T SHYBT AT IUPI &F F TAT 8, IR ITH A
Soif TeA T Tad 78 TES ¢, T & 1y Raee, W grg & oe 3 =1ga &
% o gob1 ® g1 §¢ Y — T [t a7d TE A 31 SR YR B 39 w1
T & 25% b 3R & <A1 8RN, I8 oiieT|
This tariff rate is marginally lower than the earlier 26% tariff that Mr. Trump had
threatened to levy on imports from India.

g Yo &% TS & 26% [ob J U1ST B 7, 8 ft ¢ 4R ¥ 3mard R 7 P
yHe! df ot
However, the additional “penalty” is now unknown as Mr. Trump did not specify
what form it will take.

-erra?ﬁm\srﬁrhaa «&S” 91 G I8 WY e § i o U 3 ug ¢t saran & 78 fpg
g I

Government of India response

HRd GBI $I Ufdfear
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In its statement, the Commerce Ministry said that the government has taken note
of Mr. Trump’s statement on bilateral trade.

30 99T H, qIOTSd HATE - &gl fb WRDR - fgueha amuR «R o ¢u & su= &1
¥ foran 81

“The Government is studying its implications. India and the U.S. have been engaged
in negotiations on concluding a fair, balanced and mutually beneficial bilateral
trade agreement over the last few months. We remain committed to that objective.

“TRBR TP THIA! BT LT FR 5! ¢ | HRd 3R 3R Uzd & qeH 9 Th
TR, wﬁaﬁvwﬁwmwrﬁ%q&ﬁuwwgﬁ%aﬁ&rﬁnwéﬁ%
R e 2 3@ 21 81 99 16T & R WS g 21
The Government attaches the utmost importance to protecting and promoting the
welfare of our farmers, entrepreneurs, and MSMEs,” it said.

WHR AN foam, wﬁﬁaﬁ?ﬁ&ﬂ anﬁvwmwﬁ(MSMEs)a?mmaﬁ
T 3R I T¢1a1 3 B! Jdi=d UIUiepar edt 8, Ig el Tl

Retaliatory tariffs
ufa=n s

“The Government will take all steps necessary to secure our national interest, as
has been the case with other trade agreements,” it added.

WHR FHAR I fad 1 3an & forg it srazas wea Soa, o fas s
IR 9! & HHal | fear mar 8, ug +f ST man|

In early April, the U.S. President had imposed retaliatory ‘Liberation Day’ tariffs
on imports from most countries in the world, arguing that these countries imposed
much higher tariffs on U.S. goods than the U.S. did on imports from them.

3t 3t wara |, AR Igufar A ghar & sty 4=l J simard R RravzE S
AT g 3[eh TN U, T8 I od gU fos 3 <1 SR axgail W 9gd ifi®
I[EP AN §, STaich SARST 39 AT UR ST el |

Thereafter, he announced a 90-day pause, so as to work out bilateral trade deals
with several of these countries.

SO 915, 3511 90-f¢ Pt A &1 Tiwon &1, 1feb 39 <=0 & A1 fguefia amur
THEd BT o 9o |

At the end of the 90-day pause in July, Mr. Trump further extended this window to
August 1.

rﬁn's‘ﬁgo e &t T guTw B |, ot U A 39 Al Pl 1 3R a@ der fean|
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Centre notifies single-window
system for appointing State
DGPs Wlth detailed check lists

S. Vijay Kumar
CHENNAI

The Union government has
notified a single-window
system for appointing Di-
rectors-General of Police
or the heads of the police
force of the States.

The new policy, effec-
tive from April 22, comes
against the backdrop of
several States not following
the Supreme Court orders
in the Prakash Singh case
and the guidelines of the
Union Home Ministry.

The single-window sys-
tem comprises a detailed
check list and standard ea-
sy-to-use formats for the
States to send proposals,
facilitating smooth and ex-
peditious empanelment by
the Union Public Service
Commission (UPSC), pol-
ice sources said.

Pointing to major discre-
pancies in the proposals
sent in the past, the Centre
fixed responsibility on the
States by asking an officer
not below the rank of Se-

The police officer
should have

minimum residual

service of six months
from date of vacancv

cretary to the government
to certify the minimum te-
nure of officers sent for
empanelment.

The Supreme Court gui-
delines and the conse-
quent Ministry circulars
made it clear that an officer
considered for appoint-
ment should have a mini-
mum residual service of six
months from the date of
occurrence of vacancy.

The States should send
proposals to the UPSC at
least three months before
the vacancy arises or the
date of superannuation of
the incumbent.

T.N. yet to send list

In Tamil Nadu, though the
vacancy for the post arises
on August 30, 2025, when
the incumbent, Shankar Ji-

wal, is set to retire, the
State government is yet to
send the proposal. Though
two officers are not eligible
for the post because they
will not have a minimum of
six months of service, the
Home Department is get-
ting their consent in the
willingness form, the
sources said.

“The single-window sys-
tem was notified in the last
week of April with a de-
tailed check list and annex-
ures making it easy for the
States to follow... eight
DGPs in the Level-16 pay
matrix will qualify for em-
panelment, and the UPSC
will send back three names
— Seema Agrawal, Rajiv Ku-
mar, and Sandeep Rai
Rathore — in the order of
seniority,” a senior police
officer told The Hindu on
Tuesday.

Communicating the sin-
gle-window system to the
States, the Ministry said
proposals having major
discrepancies would be re-
turned immediately.

Centre notifies
single-window
system for
appointing State
DGPs with detailed
check lists

Fg 7 Ty g
HETGRIP] ol
frgfea & foe vea-
fes®t yumedt 1
faeqa wita gfaai &
%m: Srf_yfaa foar

Single-Window System for
Appointment of DGPs
et fFrgfeaal & fag
THha-fag®! yomett

e The Union government
has notified a single-window
system for appointing
Directors-General of Police
or the heads of the police
force of the States.

HETe=ID! a1 gferd 9@

T @t fAgfe & o vea-Rass! yumedt siftRgfa @1 §1
e The new policy, effective from April 22, comes against the backdrop of several
States not following the Supreme Court orders in the Prakash Singh case and

the guidelines of the Union Home Ministry.

g 3 HIfd, 22 3ria I UHId 83 7, ST &g rodl gR1 b= Rig amwd & gfiw

Ear

& AT AR T[¢ HaATery P - o1 Urer 7 B B gy F @ 7S B

e The single-window system comprises a detailed check list and standard easy-to-
use formats for the States to send proposals, facilitating smooth and expeditious
empanelment by the Union Public Service Commission (UPSC), police sources
said.
TR G & 3R, I8 YUe favgd defere 3R ¥vd URSUl ¥ gafeid &, fore
T U1 3T ¥ AT Tob 3R HY & V4T TANT (UPSC) gRT doit & B9d T8

g 8 9|

e Pointing to major discrepancies in the proposals sent in the past, the Centre fixed

responsibility on the States by asking an officer not below the rank of Secretary to
the government to certify the minimum tenure of officers sent for empanelment.

&g = ugd Yol Y URaral § R fasfadt a1 3R SRT A gU, Il R SaTacat
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TG B, 3R F71 [ MR Ifaa I e H1 318 SHR! 761, 99 & 4 7Y
STUFTIRGT B YAaH Aar @i &1 gy Ha|
e The Supreme Court guidelines and the consequent Ministry circulars made it
clear that an officer considered for appointment should have a minimum residual
service of six months from the date of occurrence of vacancy.
Titw H1< F famn-FHE=n 3R warer £ ufvest 3 wy e mar 8 6 O st
o1 Fgfda g 8, Sua! R & fafy @ 0 F o0 o8 g @) QAu Jar g+t =nlRul
e The States should send proposals to the UPSC at least three months before the
vacancy arises or the date of superannuation of the incumbent.

Il BT UPSC &1 T Saaa g1 a1 adam= Sifret &t Garghy @1 fafy 3 ou
GEZ ISR EER RS CRIEEIG Y

e T.N. yet to send list
aftreTg A 3@ a@ g e dsht

e In Tamil Nadu, though the vacancy for the post arises on August 30, 2025, when
the incumbent, Shankar Jiwal, is set to retire, the State government is yet to send
the proposal.

affraATg 4, gidifd U8 UG 30 SRR 2025 &1 WIcil g1 5Id X Siiard ddi—ga
BN, AT I WHR A 3T I UK A8l el g

e Though two officers are not eligible for the post because they will not have a
minimum of six months of service, the Home Department is getting their
consent in the willingness form, the sources said.

T ¥ SR, gTaifd 4 iRl 39 ug & fore oy e § ifes 3@t Ja1 9%
e | HU AV g, R off 8 FAURT 39 ol u wRaT wT 8|

e “The single-window system was notified in the last week of April with a detailed
check list and annexures making it easy for the States to follow... eight DGPs in
the Level-16 pay matrix will qualify for empanelment, and the UPSC will send back
three names — Seema Agrawal, Rajiv Kumar, and Sandeep Rai Rathore — in
the order of seniority,” a senior police officer told The Hindu on Tuesday.

% aivg gfer it A & fég &1 @R &1 sar, "8 teha-fass! yumdt sia
& Sifow Fwarg # RT3 e O, forgH fawga defere ofik uRfRre § arfe sl
I U H ST B1... Aqd-16 a9 H 3 Tl 3176 Steitdl Ud o fore urst giv,
3R uPsc 9 AT — T 3RTaTd, Yeid R, 3R WY I ASR — alkgar &
H | Yo"

e« Communicating the single-window system to the States, the Ministry said proposals
having major discrepancies would be returned immediately.

TATTY A o1 H1 T8 YUITel! §dTd §U &gl fob W fasvrfaal aral uaral o debra
dter fear sme |

Prakash Singh Case
UHT Rig AT

www.patrioticias.in

« The Prakash Singh case is a landmark legal intervention that aimed to overhaul the police
system in India.
UehTRT Rig ATHAT U ARG ST 8%a § forad! 3e=d YRd H gioerd a®iT & STerdd
1T 4Tl
* It sought to ensure that police forces function professionally, independently, and free
from political interference.

ST IET Tg YMATHd BT AT b Jford 90 URIeR FU 4, Wad ¥ ¥ IR Ao geaay 3
o GIx B PR |

* The Supreme Court judgment in this case laid down crucial guidelines for police reforms that
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remain the bedrock of ongoing police restructuring in India.

O AA H Yata <arred & Bhad A gferd guRl & forg Agayuf feznfdsr fAuifvd farg S
YRA B e TQ YT TS T 3TYR a4 gU B |
« The case was filed in 1996 by Prakash Singh, a retired Director General of Police (DGP),
Uttar Pradesh and Assam.
ﬁ;trmsmw 1996 T IR U= 3R 3 & JdT-1ge gferd HTHGRIP (DGP) TR Rig §RT aRR
T 41|

« He sought comprehensive police reforms through judicial intervention to curb political
misuse of police and improve accountability.

IBI e & TSI goUudT &I - 3R STaTdee! § gUR & oy e gxaay & o
I AUS Yo GURT &1 71T o1 ot
« The Indian police system is governed by the Police Act of 1861, a colonial-era legislation.
YR Gferd SawT 1861 3 gferd Sififom g1 YR &, S U Siufafies &Id &1 S o
- It allowed excessive control of the political executive over police forces, resulting in arbitrary
transfers, corruption, and inefficiency.

SO Jfor 9al TR IS BIaUTiere! & fdfties fHa=m1 & srgafd &Y, o aRumasy
A RIMIARU, YSTER 3R &l §5 |

» Need for Reform:
YR DI MTaRIDdT:

* Growing cases of police brutality, delayed justice, custodial deaths, and lack of autonomy.
gfer ! Faika, =arg | 3, fevrad & Hid 3R Wrawddl &t i & dad A |

« Rising public perception that police acts as an instrument of political power rather than a

neutral law enforcement agency.

ST B U8 YR 96 g ¢ fob Ifer Ueh de® HIA Uaa- Tol! & aolrg AeiHifae Qfad & U
e & T § B HRchl g

« Date of Judgment:

Aot 3t fafa:

22 September 2006
22 fideR 2006

« Bench:

413:

« Headed by Chief Justice Y.K. Sabharwal

T AT a8, YHRATd BI e J
 The Court issued binding directions under Article 32 of the Constitution, based on
recommendations of various police reform committees.

raTed A fafie gierd gur Siafaal o RIeie & SR IR Ifau & e 32 & dgd
TSR] A SR’ fbu
« These directions were to be implemented by the Union and State Governments until
Parliament enacted a new law.

3 3 Y P 3R I BRI GRT I dcb A fbaT1 ST AT 5 b TIe; U =71 B -T8]
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Seven Key Directives Issued by the Supreme Court

o= UTaTay gIRT SR} 91 U@ e

1. State Security Commission (SSC):

IS GR&MT 3TN (THEHH):
* To ensure that the state government does not exercise unwarranted influence or pressure on
police.

Tg gRfEd 31 foh o0 AR Yo R 3[fRId UHTa a1 gard 7 3Ta |
« It should lay down broad policy guidelines and evaluate the performance of police forces.
%mﬂﬁm%mﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁamﬁa@u@v%aﬁ%u&ﬁm@ﬁﬂm

I

2. Fixed Tenure for DGP and Key Police Officers:
Sieitdt 3R u gfer siftreival &1 fAifda srdera:

* The DGP must be selected from a panel of top officers by the UPSC.
SNt &1 99 goiieedt gR1 Y ifreial & U9a o 9 forar s anfeul

« Minimum 2-year tenure to avoid arbitrary transfers.

A daIGdl ¥ §9- & [Ad gAdd 2 a9 & HRIG |

3. Police Establishment Board (PEB):
gferd RITgT ats (diga):
* To decide transfers, postings, promotions, and disciplinary matters of officers below the rank
of DGP.
S & e & sifwial & R, fFgfaa, taidfa 8k SRS AHdl 1R fHofg o)

» Reduces political interference in personnel decisions.

Fiftfe fFofal & IeHifde gXaey HH BT

4. Separatlon of Investlgatlon and Law & Order Functions:
SiTg 3R BT TS SHaRIT HTAT BT JYFHIL:
« Two separate wings for criminal investigation and law & order functions, especially in
urban areas.
STORTIAS SAd 3R BT Td AR BT o 104 G S{eHT-3(erT Imany, favy &0 J zrest asff 7|
« Improves quality of investigations.

S &1 ora | guUR|

5. Police Complaints Authority (PCA):
gfere R mftewor (dfiwie):
* To inquire into allegations of serious misconduct by police personnel, including custodial
deaths and rapes.
gfera witfat gRT fRd & gog iR daiep R fgd 1R wemR & MRl & wird &
* Independent authority at both state and district levels.

I 3R e a1 TRl R Tada Ui
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6. National Security Commission (NSC):
TP R&T START (TTge):
* For the selection and review of top-level appointments in Central Police Organisations
(CPOs) like CRPF, BSF, etc.
ﬂﬂ%mma@wmm (e & <d-zerer Frafit & o iR
&l I

7. Transparent and Merit-Based Selection of DGP:
Siofidt &1 URERf SR Fivaar-snutfya oa=:

* Based on seniority, service record, and a list prepared by the UPSC.

g, da1 Rebrs 3R U §RT AR Yt & SR W

Implementation Status

HHfaga &t R

« Uneven Compliance:

STHHTA MUTeT:
* Most states enacted police reform acts or issued executive orders, but few implemented all
seven directives in letter and spirit.

SHFYHIRT AT = e FUR AU THIE I FRIGR] SR SIRT [T, Wb agd HH Isdl =
Tt Ird A= BT fer=: Ay fHar|
» Many laws diluted or ignored the core principles outlined by the Supreme Court.

B3 BI - gared ARad gRT Sfediad Jd Rigidl o SR AT 3@l [

« Examples of Non-Compliance:

TR-3UTE & I T:
* States like Bihar, Tamil Nadu, and Uttar Pradesh passed acts that retained government
control and diluted reforms.

fSER, AAEATg iR SR U= oY X4t A T Sififaw uifd forg T aRerY fetzron o1 <at
3R GURY P HHWIR forar T
« SSCs often lack independence and real authority.

THUIE 7 SRR Woadl 3R Jdfae 3fUBR BT 3{HTE BT 8|

« Monitoring by the Court:
ATy gRT AR

« The Court appointed Justice Thomas Committee (2010) and Justice K.T. Thomas
Committee (2013) to examine implementation.

raTerd 3 Srafag &1 S & forg =amagfd i Iffa (2010) SR =amagfd &4,
JTag 9iAfd (2013) &1 fAgfad o1

* Reports highlighted serious lapses and reluctance by states.

feaef & It & TR 9@ 3R S1fA3T Bl ISR foea |
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Lok Sabha passes resolution
to extend President’s Rule in
Manipur for six more months

GS 11: President Rule

The Hidr Buréan """ """~

NEW DELHI

The Lok Sabha on Wednes-
day passed a Statutory Re-
solution to extend Presi-
dent’s Rule in Manipur for
six more months, with Mi-
nister of State for Home Af-
fairs Nityanand Rai assert-
ing that peace and
normalcy was returning to
the State and President’s
Rule was that found neces-
sary to ensure this conti-
nued.

For the extension of Pre-
sident’s Rule to come into
effect, the Rajya Sabha will
also be required to pass the
resolution. A notice for this
resolution was submitted
in the Rajya Sabha last

" For the extension to
come into effect, the

Rajya Sabha will also

be required to pass
the resolution

week. Manipur was placed
under President’s Rule in
February after N. Biren
Singh stepped down as
Chief Minister, nearly two
years after the ethnic con-
flict began in the State bet-
ween the valley-based Mei-
tei community and the
hills-based Scheduled
Tribe Kuki-Zo group of
communities.

While replying to the
discussion on the Statutory
Resolution in the Lok Sab-

ha on Wednesday, Mr. Rai
said that only one incident
of violence with one death
had been reported in the
State in the last eight
months, and none in the
last four. He said that since
the imposition of Presi-
dent’s Rule, over 2,500
weapons, 1,900 explo-
sives, and 30,000 rounds
of ammunition had been
recovered.

During the discussion,
Inner Manipur MP A. Bi-
mol Akoijam of the Con-
gress objected to extend-
ing President’s Rule, and
called for dissolution of the
Assembly so that fresh
election could be held and
a government formed with
the mandate of the people.

Lok Sabha passes
resolution to extend
President’s Rule in
Manipur for six more
months

Ao HT 7 aforgR o
ﬂgqﬁrmmqaﬁwnﬁﬁ

CEE AR ESICRYIEG]
%qT

Extension of President’s Rule in
Manipur

HIOTQR # gl e &1 far

e The Lok Sabha on
Wednesday passed a Statutory
Resolution to extend President’s
Rule in Manipur for six more

months, with Minister of State for Home Affairs Nityanand Rai asserting that
peace and normalcy was returning to the State and President’s Rule was found
necessary to ensure this continued.

JUAR B ANHIHT A TP TP yRara uria faar, forres dga afdrgR & wgufa
XM P BT WA 3R Tg141 741, 31K 5 37 At g ¥ A &t o o |
Tify o wr R de 7@ R, aﬁ?gﬁﬂ?@ﬁ%%ﬁﬂgﬁﬁrwm

qrar 4|\

For the extension of President’s Rule to come into effect, the Rajya Sabha will
also be required to pass the resolution.

YU WA & fITIR D1 UHTd § o & g, IeaqHT o1 Wi 39 U@ &1 uikd

AT S{IID BT |

A notice for this resolution was submitted in the Rajya Sabha last week.

39 Y19 91 Aifed fisa

TS IISTAHT | TR TohaT 77 T 1\

Manipur was placed under President’s Rule in February after N. Biren Singh
stepped down as Chief Minister, nearly two years after the ethnic conflict began
in the State between the valley-based Meitei community and the hills-based
Scheduled Tribe Kuki-Zo group of communities.

AT TRT TT AT, 59 T dk Rig A gt ug 4
ST 3 fa U1, o T & et smuTRe A9 wger iR TeTel 8 % SRe
TSI Hobl-Sit TG & S gl AT Ugd Y= gY SATed JgY & U S1g g |

Statements by Nityanand Rai

AfoTgR ¥ et |

I & qq=H
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While replying to the discussion on the Statutory Resolution in the Lok Sabha on
Wednesday, Mr. Rai said that only one incident of violence with one death had
been reported in the State in the last eight months, and none in the last four.

FUTR B! AHTHT H TS Uwd1d W T4l &1 o/a1e od g¢, ff I 1 w1 i T
7 frod ome wdiHl # Sad U fFar &1 gear umH oS ford ue safed &1 g 3,

3R fUroe arR w1 § T W 8|

He said that since the imposition of President’s Rule, over 2,500 weapons, 1,900
explosives, and 30,000 rounds of ammunition had been recovered.

I514 el fob IPUFA AT AR FH F 918, 2,500 F 31T 3RAR, 1,900
faples®, 3R 30,000 IS NA-IREE SRIHE [T T B

faues ot smufa

GSii: RTI :

NEW DELHI

Media professionals’ repre-
sentatives, along with the
National Campaign for the
People’s Right to Informa-
tion (NCPRI), said on Wed-
nesday that the Digital Per-
sonal Data Protection
(DPDP) Act, 2023 and its
draft rules were “extreme-
ly problematic™ and would
erode the right to informa-
tion and did not protect
journalists from identify-
ing people whose wrong-
doing they uncover.

The NCPRI has been
protesting against the
DPDP Act’s dilution of Sec-
tion 8(1)(j) of the Right to
Information Act, 2005 for
nearly two years, pointing
out the amendment, in-
serted into the very end of
the 2023 data privacy law,
would significantly in-
crease the ambit of infor-
mation that can be refused
to seekers.

‘Undo amendment’
Along the way, starting this
February, the collective

During the discussion, Inner Manipur MP A. Bimol Akoijam of the Congress
objected to extending President’s Rule, and called for dissolution of the
Assembly so that fresh election could be held and a government formed with the
mandate of the people.

9 & GRM, PIIH & R AR Fivg €. famia srpige - wrpufa

A &

AR R Uiy 9, SR fAUaUT Bt UT HR AT G HIA aUT FdT B TR
" WOR M t G D |

Amendments to RTI Act
dilute crucial rights, say
Press bodies and activists

NO AMENDME

&

Advocate Prashant Bhushan, Sangeeta Barooah Pisharoty, and

NTS TO RTI ACT

-

others at a press conference on DPDP Act. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

roped in almost two dozen
press bodies around the
country, including the
Press Club of India (PCI),
and corresponding press
clubs in most State capi-
tals. The “Roll Back RTI
Amendments Campaign”
is urging the Union Minis-
try of Electronics and In-
formation Technology to
undo the RTI Act’s amend-
ment, accusing the govern-
ment of “diluting crucial
rights”.

Representatives of the
Press bodies, including the
PClI and the DIGIPUB Foun-
dation, the latter repre-
senting many digital-only
outlets, met with Union IT

Secretary S. Krishnan ear-
lier this month. Mr. Krish-
nan assured them the Act
would not hamstring their
work, said PCI vice-presi-
dent Sangeeta Barooah
Pisharoty, who was pre-
sent at the meeting. Mr.
Krishnan said Union IT Mi-
nister Ashwini Vaishnaw
would meet the group, but
no date has been specified.

Justice A.P. Shah (retd.),
a former Chairperson of
the Law Commission,
wrote to the Attorney-Gen-
eral that the RTI Act’s
amendment would be a
“seismic shift in India’s
transparency framework
for the worse”.

Amendments to RTI Act dilute
crucial rights, say Press
bodies and activists

JRetag sferfraa o
m RSRY B
HRITE 3R driwal

Media professionals oppose DPDP Act,
2023

Hifsar iR} A feforea aafera Ser wvemur
Srffaad, 2023 &1 faviy fear

o Media professionals’ representatives,
along with the National Campaign for the
People’s Right to Information (NCPRI), said
on Wednesday that the Digital Personal Data
Protection (DPDP) Act, 2023 and its draft
rules were “extremely problematic” and would
erode the right to information and did not
protect journalists from identifying people
whose wrongdoing they uncover.

Tifear URIGRT & UiaFTeRt = S+ gE-T &
fUPR & Rig Ity siftrar (NCPRI) & a1y

FUAR DI Fel (& feforea safaara Ser wrerur sifafSaw (DPDP), 2023 3R ITF
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ST W “3ge JURRR § 3R I8 YT & SHfRUPR & FHSR $H1, 9 &1
TAGRI B 3 AN B UgdT SRR B I 6] Sald [oreh] Tafadi BT 4 e
A G

The NCPRI has been protesting against the DPDP Act’s dilution of Section 8(1)(j)
of the Right to Information Act, 2005 for nearly two years, pointing out the
amendment, inserted into the very end of the 2023 data privacy law, would
significantly increase the ambit of information that can be refused to seekers.

NCPRI fUSd TRTHT & 9ut ¥ a1 &1 SifUerR g, 2005 31 4RT 8(1)(j) i
DPDP SRIFT gRT $HER fhy oM &1 Ry B2 W61 8, 3R I8 <xif 361 & i 2023
& ST MU-IAl ST & 3id | STa 7T TN A IH JAT BT GRRT HTH! 9¢
SITET 58 SHeRT A aTd) &1 §p1R fPaT &I Il g

‘Undo amendment’

TINYF B 9T &

Along the way, starting this February, the collective roped in almost two dozen
press bodies around the country, including the Press Club of India (PCI), and
corresponding press clubs in most State capitals.

S TichaT H, 39 WAt T, TG A SRR ! ST gf got- URT TRATSHT &1 1Y ST,
?ﬂﬁﬁvmaﬁtﬁ?%m (PCI) 3R IfAHT Iy P I=UTAaY & U Fele A

I
The “Roll Back RTI Amendments Campaign” is urging the Union Ministry of

Electronics and Information Technology to undo the RTI Act’s amendment,
accusing the government of “diluting crucial rights”.

«JIRELSATS TR B A0 A A g WHR & ST 3R JI-T
Wt warerg & Rdtaens Siftiferaw ¥ fpg 7Y A=Me= 31 ara™ a1 & i o
BT & 3R WPHR W “Hgeaqul ARIBRI Bt FHASR B HT ARG A @1 6
Representatives of the press bodies, including the PCI and the DIGIPUB
Foundation, the latter representing many digital-only outlets, met with Union IT
Secretary S. Krishnan earlier this month.

U 919 3IT% f$T (PCI) 3R DIGIPUB WIEITM (Sl & dad faforea Mifgar
TIT3ft 1 Uit BT 8) F UfaffRe 3 59 7eF ot gosnd § $g smsdl afka
T, UM I JATHId &1
Mr. Krishnan assured them the Act would not hamstring their work, said PCI
vice-president Sangeeta Barooah Pisharoty, who was present at the meeting.

o | U PCI B IuTeaes Fiftar a3 fFU=RRIE 3 adrn i ff poE A 3%
MY fear fr ug sifiufaw I & & a1er =g) a3 |

Mr. Krishnan said Union IT Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw would meet the group, but
no date has been specified.

ot UM 3 el {6 Bk sl vt fy dwra Trg I e, dfe i aiia aa
T g8 B

Justice A.P. Shah (retd.), a former Chairperson of the Law Commission, wrote to
the Attorney-General that the RTI Act’s amendment would be a “seismic shift in
India’s transparency framework for the worse.”

<o . =g (Aarfgw), o faftr emavr & ud sreded §, A wETARIETdl 31 U
foran fos emRetang srftrfaray o fosam o W=MeM, URd &1 URGRTaT yurmedt & ta
fa =R ufead= g
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An unsurprising judgment

A recent Supreme Court verdict has dashed the hopes of Telangana and Andhra

______________________________

STATE OF PLAY

M. Rajeev

rajeev.madabhushi@thehindu.co.in

s the Central govern-
A ment prepares for the

next delimitation exer-
cise, which will redraw consti-
tuency boundaries based on
the first Census after 2026, Te-
langana and Andhra Pradesh
were waiting for their Assemb-
ly constituencies to be in-
creased, as promised in the
Andhra Pradesh Reorganisa-
tion Act, 2014. However, a re-
cent Supreme Court judgment
has dampened their hopes.

According to the 2014 Act,
the number of seats in the Le-
gislative Assemblies was to be
increased from 175 to 225 in
Andhra Pradesh and from 119
to 153 in Telangana. However,
the delimitation process was
stalled as the Census could not
be conducted in 2020-21 —
first because of the COVID-19
pandemic and later for va-
rious other reasons.

Telangana has represented
the matter to the Central go-
vernment on many occasions.
The State government brought
it up during meetings con-
vened by the Union Home Mi-
nistry to resolve bilateral is-
sues between Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh post-bifurca-
tion and also during Southern
Zonal Council meetings held
under the chairmanship of
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah from time to time.

In a letter addressed to Un-
ion Home Secretary Rajiv
Mehrishi in June 2016, the
then Telangana Chief Secre-
tary, Rajiv Sharma, recalled
the provision made under Sec-
tion 26 of the Act for delimita-
tion of constituencies in the
two States. As the new State of
Telangana came into exis-
tence with effect from June 2,
2014, Mr. Sharma requested

Telangana

the Home Ministry to place
the matter before the Election
Commission of India (ECI) for
increasing seats in the Telan-
gana Legislative Assembly
from 119 to 153 as envisaged in
the Act as soon as possible. Te-
langana’s former Chief Electo-
ral Officer, Rajat Kumar, also
spoke of the impact of trans-
ferring a few mandals of
Khammam district in Telanga-
na to neighbouring Andhra
Pradesh post-bifurcation. He
said that the three constituen-
cies were reserved for Sche-
duled Tribes.

Professor K. Purushottam
Reddy filed a plea in the Su-
preme Court seeking readjust-
ment of seats in the Assem-
blies of the two States,
pointing to the exercise in
Jammu and Kashmir as a pre-
cedent. In its judgment last
week, the Supreme Court
ruled out delimitation of con-
stituencies till the completion
and publication of the Census,
which is expected to start in
2026. The Court dismissed his
petition saying granting relief
would be “contrary to the let-
ter and spirit of constitutional
design”. It said that “Article
170 [which deals with compo-
sition of Legislative Assem-
blies in States] has no applica-
tion to Union Territories...” It
said that the Centre therefore
did not discriminate against
the electorates of Andhra Pra-
desh and Telangana, nor dam-
pen their legitimate expecta-
tions by conducting
delimitation of constituencies

in the Union Territory of J&K,
which was being governed by
a distinct constitutional and
statutory regime. Justice Surya
Kant also explained that there
was a specific constitutional
embargo in Article 170 stating
that delimitation in States was
barred until after the comple-
tion of the first Census post
2026. Article 170(3) lays down
that “upon the completion of
each Census, the total number
of seats in the Legislative As-
sembly of each State and the
division of each State into ter-
ritorial constituencies shall be
readjusted by such authority
in such a manner as Parlia-
ment by law determine”.

The next Census, sche-
duled to begin in 2026, is like-
ly to be conducted in two
phases. The official headcount
and house-listing process that
will precede it are expected to
be completed by March 1,
2027. The numbers will take a
few years to be finalised and
released. The Delimitation
Commission can base its work
only on the published Census
figures and this could further
delay the delimitation exercise
in the two States. This means
that the exercise will start only
after the publication of the
next Census data.

While the verdict has
dashed the hopes of the
States, it is also unsurprising.
No political party, including
the Bharat Rashtra Samithi
which claims to have played a
crucial role in drafting the Act,
seems to have paid notice to
the wording of the Act. As
former MP B. Vinod Kumar
rightly said at a press confe-
rence, simply adding the
words “notwithstanding Sec-
tion 170 sub clause 3” in the
2014 Act would have resolved
the problem. If that had been
done, delimitation in these
two States would possibly not
have been clubbed with de-
limitation across the country.

Siffraw, 2014 # arer fovar Ty o)

e However, a recent Supreme Court judgment has dampened their hopes.

gTelifep, gTferar gt ®1E & gl 7 IT! IRfiE) B v o T 21

An unsurprising

judgment

TP
T8l fofa

e Arecent Supreme
Court verdict has dashed

the hopes of Telangana
and Andhra.

81 61 § 31U U goftd
3¢ & fAofa 3 demr
3R 3Hiy Pt 3mmai Bl

drs fea

Delimitation and

Assembly Seat Increase
in Andhra Pradesh and

Telangana

3l UG SR deiTT 7

g 3R fau=ay
il #t gf S

e As the Central

government prepares for

the next delimitation
exercise, which will
redraw constituency

boundaries based on the
first Census after 2026,

Telangana and Andhra

Pradesh were waiting for

their Assembly
constituencies to be

increased, as promised in

the Andhra Pradesh
Reorganisation Act,
2014.

Y B g TWHR 2026 F

§TC Ugell SI=RTUHET o

YR R AU &= &Y

SfT O PrafRe B

Dt 3Tct uffta= ufsban
DI IR IR G B, AT

3T 3T WS ST

faurraur del 9 9fS o1

Tl R Ig 3, o
TSl U= gAfa
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e According to the 2014 Act, the number of seats in the Legislative Assemblies was
to be increased from 175 to 225 in Andhra Pradesh and from 119 to 153 in
Telangana.

2014 AT F AR, 3iie W= & faumqT diel &1 = 175 | 225 3R
AT T 119 | 153 1 ST A

¢ However, the delimitation process was stalled as the Census could not be
conducted in 2020-21 — first because of the COVID-19 pandemic and later for
various other reasons.
gTdif, 2020-21 H HHAS-19 HETHRY 3R a8 & 37 HRUN F F-RTUMFT 11 Bt TP,
T Tad ufeeta= uferar $@ 5|

o Telangana has represented the matter to the Central government on many
occasions.
AT A 3T T, B s IR Bg IR & M o1 5|

e The State government brought it up during meetings convened by the Union Home
Ministry to resolve bilateral issues between Telangana and Andhra Pradesh
post-bifurcation and also during Southern Zonal Council meetings held under the
chairmanship of Union Home Minister Amit Shah from time to time.
ST IRBR A TG TET AT 3R TS U= & o9 [JUSH & 916 o> fgueha gei &
T B & fOTT B g HATT GRT ST do b1 3R THI-THT TR I8 WAl ifvra
T &1 A& H g3 giafot &g uikug o1 da&i 4 I3[l

e In a letter addressed to Union Home Secretary Rajiv Mehrishi in June 2016, the
then Telangana Chief Secretary, Rajiv Sharma, recalled the provision made under
Section 26 of the Act for delimitation of constituencies in the two States.
S 2016 T H51g g AfUa Ieiia A o Yalfdd T U3 § 34 999 & daTTH=T &
3T A Ireid M|t = gl Iodl § Sfae & & uRRiE & g s &t
YR 26 & SAId fHT T Y™ $I A1G fEamn|

¢ As the new State of Telangana came into existence with effect from June 2, 2014,
Mr. Sharma requested the Home Ministry to place the matter before the Election
Commission of India (ECI) for increasing seats in the Telangana Legislative
Assembly from 119 to 153 as envisaged in the Act as soon as possible.

T AT IS4 2 7 2014 9 3(Ra@ T 3m, o off =i = I8 WA ¥ Ry
mﬁ?aﬁ'sﬂ@aﬁmﬁaﬁqmmmﬁw&r@ drfes sifefay & fAeffea
SIUR AT fAUT=aHT # el &1 WA 119 J 153 I a8 off Ib |

o Telangana’s former Chief Electoral Officer, Rajat Kumar, also spoke of the
impact of transferring a few mandals of Khammam district in Telangana to
neighbouring Andhra Pradesh post-bifurcation.

7 fatae SifUeR Yord $aR A fUSH & 918 da=T & Ty
ﬁﬁ%wnﬁﬁwuu&wﬁwﬁamﬁ%q%m%ﬁmml

 He said that the three constituencies were reserved for Scheduled Tribes.

I5i Bal f& 3 i faurraur &= srgfua seTfaal & e smeféa 2|

An Unsurprising Judgment

T

o Professor K. Purushottam Reddy filed a plea in the Supreme Court seeking
readjustment of seats in the Assemblies of the two States, pointing to the
exercise in Jammu and Kashmir as a precedent.

TIThER &, TEUH Y81 - e I 7 Ueb grfyehy <R b1 forgd T wredt wt
faem T el & A THEISHE 3 A SIS, 3R oW R $RUER T gU ona &
ﬁma%wfraamﬂml
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In its judgment last week, the Supreme Court ruled out delimitation of
constituencies till the completion and publication of the Census, which is
expected to start in 2026.

fUed gre o= fofa &, e S 7 ST & quf 3R we== a& fAafae &t
& WP A 3APR IR 1, S 2026 § L= 81 &1 IS 5

The Court dismissed his petition saying granting relief would be “contrary to the
letter and spirit of constitutional design”.

3IETAd A 3! AT WIS B U HeT b 8 &A1 "I Y yra=m 3R
I & faes hm|
It said that “Article 170 [which deals with composition of Legislative Assemblies in
States] has no application to Union Territories...”

3fETAd 3 Fel S “3rgede 170 [Of Isal H fauraqTett o) TR ¥ efdd §) &1 99
MR USRN R HIg YHTT 61 usdl...”

It said that the Centre therefore did not discriminate against the electorates of
Andhra Pradesh and Telangana, nor dampen their legitimate expectations by
conducting delimitation of constituencies in the Union Territory of J&K, which was
being governed by a distinct constitutional and statutory regime.

31T A BT [ &g = ST WSRT MR AW & HAGIAISH o Iy NGUTT g1 v,
3R T & T-HIR T MR W= T HHiH Hh 30! a1ford SWilel of 3
UgaTs, Fifd 98 TH fAfRry Gaeufae v dunfe yummelt & dgd 2Ry 81 381 4Tl
Justice Surya Kant also explained that there was a specific constitutional
embargo in Article 170 stating that delimitation in States was barred until after the
completion of the first Census post 2026.

I gd@id A I8t 5arn {6 g 170 T U faxiy "awunfe ufdsy g,
?ﬂ% SR AT H WA 2026 & T1E Pt UgA! SHRTUET & YUI g1 9P ADT 14T

I
Article 170(3) lays down that “upon the completion of each Census, the total
number of seats in the Legislative Assembly of each State and the division of each

State into territorial constituencies shall be readjusted by such authority in such a
manner as Parliament by law determine”.

TG 170(3) § HET AT € o “Wels S=TurT & quf g9 R, U I Bt
faumuT # el B Fa Te 3R T Iy & & fafe aEt o e
BT, TG gRT FYiRa WSRO gRT Y4 GRS fam e
The next Census, scheduled to begin in 2026, is likely to be conducted in two
phases.

SRTET SIFRTUTHT, ST 2026 T Y& 811 &, &1 TROM & HRIT S B TG 6|
The official headcount and house-listing process that will precede it are expected
to be completed by March 1, 2027.

P UG B! SAMUBTING STRTUAT 3R TR-GIHIHRT B UichdT & 1 U, 2027 dH

Tuf 8 31 Irfie 31

The numbers will take a few years to be finalised and released.

3firs! B i U G 3R TR B3 H o ad |

The Delimitation Commission can base its work only on the published Census
figures, and this could further delay the delimitation exercise in the two States.

AP AITART Had YBTRIT STV P S| &b YR TR BT B bl §, 3R Tg
A1 el & WHie ufshar # iR &8 R Ioar gl

This means that the exercise will start only after the publication of the next Census
data.

Wﬁ%%%WWMW%MW&H@%%ﬁﬁ
& Bt
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While the verdict has Qashed the hopes of the States, it is also upsurprising.

g 39 fAufa 3 w0t 3t smemait &Y dis e, a8 sy A8 5|

No political party, including the Bharat Rashtra Samithi, which claims to have
played a crucial role in drafting the Act, seems to have paid notice to the wording
of the Act.

farait oft Trerifare urdf 2, o wRa g afafe of 2nfia § < 39 siftfem & R

X § Agaqul YT &7 grar R g, P U W & g1 e

As former MP B. Vinod Kumar rightly said at a press conference, simply adding the
words “notwithstanding Section 170 sub clause 3” in the 2014 Act would have
resolved the problem.

S for gd g ot famiie $UR A U6 09 &g § I8! &al, afe 2014 sritferam &
T "YRT 170 IY-YRT 3 & FTA9[G" g oIS QU SI1d, d THRT BT JATYH g1 bl UT|
If that had been done, delimitation in these two States would possibly not have
been clubbed with delimitation across the country.

gfe ¥ forar an 8ian, at 39 gl Isal § WHTe Y HHad: T S & e &
1Y T SirST 747 Bl
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Focus on practical steps for
Israel-Palestine two-state
solution, says India at UN

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELH]

Lndia joined the call for Is-
rael to end the war in Gaza
and ensure access to food,
Hamas to return hostages,
and for UN members to re-
cognise the Statehood of
Palestine at a UN confe-
rence co-chaired by France
and Saudi Arabia, but
stayed on the sidelines of
the major working groups
formed.

In a speech late on Tues-
day, Indian Ambassador
Parvathaneni Harish said
that in 1988, India was one
of the first countries to re-
cognise the Palestinian
state, and it is now time to
focus on steps required for
practical solutions not
“paper solutions” to help
the situation.

“Our efforts must now
focus on how to bring
about a two-state solution
through purposeful dia-
logue and diplomacy, and
bringing the parties to the
conflict to engage directly
with each other,” Mr. Har-
ish said while speaking at
the conference that began
on Monday with France
announcing it plans to re-
cognise Palestine by Sep-
tember 21, making it the
first G-7 country to do so.

U.K. Foreign Secretary
David Lammy also ad-
dressed the conference,
saying the U.K. would re-
cognise Palestine at the UN
General Assembly session
in September, unless the
Netanyahu government
acts to “end the appalling
situation in Gaza, ends its
military campaign and
commits to a long-term
sustainable peace based
on a two-State solution”.

Of the 193 UN members,
147 have recognised Pales-
tine statehood thus far,
with many more called on
to do so in a 25-page out-
come document titled

Palestinians gather to collect humanitarian aid that is airdropped
into Zawaida in central Gaza Strip on Wednesday. Ap

‘New York Declaration on
the Peaceful Settlement of
the Question of Palestine
and the Implementation of
the Two-State Solution’ at
the end of the conference,
before the UNGA starts on
September 21.

While India was an early
backer of the Palestinian
cause, its record on votes
and debates at the UN after
the October 7, 2023 attacks
by Hamas has been more
reticent, and Indian diplo-
mats have abstained on
more UN votes on the Is-
rael-Palestine conflict than
in the past, including most
recently on a ceasefire re-
solution in June.

‘Human suffering’

“The human suffering in
Gaza continues unabated,”
Mr. Harish said in the ad-
dress, referring to “tens of
thousands” killed, but not
naming Israel and the Is-
raeli Defence Forces who
are accused of bombard-
ing, blockading and starv-
ing hundreds of thousands
inside Gaza.

“Let us also not forget
the plight of the hostages
and their families. There
can be no justification
whatsoever for terrorism,
for addressing any root
cause or political grie-
vance,” he added, but did
not name Hamas who car-

ried out the October 7 at-
tacks and took 251 hostag-
es, of which many have
been released or died, and
about 50 believed to still be
in captivity.

The Modi government’s
decision to participate in
the UN conference, but not
send in a Minister as had

been requested by the Co- _

Chairs France and Saudi
Arabia — both close partn-
ers of India — is seen as a
way of balancing its inter-
ests with the U.S. and Is-
rael, both of whom boycot-
ted it.

In addition, eight work-
ing groups have been set
up, on building narratives,
promoting international
law, security, economic
viability, humanitarian ac-
tions and other mechan-
isms for a two-state solu-
tion, but India has chosen
not to lead even one of
them.

Instead, countries such
as Canada, Ireland, Turki-
ye, Brazil, Indonesia,
Egypt, Jordan, Spain, Mexi-
co, Qatar, the UAE, Italy,
the European Union and
others have opted to co-
chair the committees.
When asked, official sourc-
es confirmed that India
would not be co-chairing
any of the working groups,
but that it would be “part
of the discussions”.

Focus on practical
steps forlsrael-Palestine
two-state solution, says
India at UN

Y I T YR A el
W%ﬂ%ﬂ?ﬂ‘l fg-
g JHTYTE & fore
TGEINT HSHI U ST
dfd B

India’s Position at UN Conference
on Palestine

UG Y AT d HRA BT @
fhford W

e India joined the call for Israel
to end the war in Gaza and ensure
access to food, Hamas to return
hostages, and for UN members to
recognise the Statehood of
Palestine at a UN conference co-
chaired by France and Saudi Arabia,
but stayed on the sidelines of the
major working groups formed.

YR = TSI # g THTE B 3R
gﬁ'%?r T F e &

@ Tgfel
mﬂiﬁ—r BIpR, AN A du] ot Rers,
3R T Y Tl | fhferdi= &t
o9 & &9 J JI=al ¢ & G o
Tuef fopa, Sl 1 3R WSt SR
R Hgad FUd ST ga Y
e ¥ foar T, dfe §9 Y
T S gl 9 HRd g1 3@

e In aspeech late on Tuesday,
Indian Ambassador Parvathaneni
Harish said that in 1988, India was
one of the first countries to recognise
the Palestinian state, and it is now
time to focus on steps required for
practical solutions, not “paper
solutions” to help the situation.

HITAAR <R Id U 7T Hiwor & YR
STgd URAYAHT gRT A ol fd 1988
T YR 37 9YH <=M T I T U7 form
fopforii=it 315 &) 7= <t oft, 3R
3T AT 31 7T § fop Hragiie
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HHTYT D &= H HeH IS WY, 7 b Had "SRTSH ga” DI &1d 8|

“Our efforts must now focus on how to bring about a two-state solution through
purposeful dialogue and diplomacy, and bringing the parties to the conflict to
engage directly with each other,” Mr. Harish said while speaking at the conference
that began on Monday with France announcing it plans to recognise Palestine by
September 21, maklng it the first G-7 country to do so.

"31d THR YT} &1 g f§-IT50 THTHUTH &1 AT JaTg MR Fe-iifa & Tread O am
TR BT 1T, SR Tuy & Ueff 1 W Sraeid o o am arey,” o 89=1 3 &gl St i
HIHAR & Y& gU e 8 did g 3, gl Wik - 9y &1 fd 98 21 Ridar ao
TRl ot |r=rar ¢, S99 98 T B 911 Ugdl G-7 ¢=T & S|
U.K. Foreign Secretary David Lammy also addressed the conference, saying the
U.K. would recognise Palestine at the UN General Assembly session in
September, unless the Netanyahu government acts to “end the appalling
situation in Gaza, ends its military campaign and commits to a long-term
sustainable peace based on a two-State solution”.

uﬁ%ﬁ%&rwﬁﬁ%ﬁsaﬁ?fmﬂwﬁmﬁwﬁfﬂamawﬁwﬁﬁm
WHR A el # HaTas AT Tura 31, 310 A9 S1ars THIE dA 3R
rde1iere Wl zifa & g &)-3rsa THIUH @t uidasd 1! limrs, O g Ridar
H HYS MY HTHHT 971 H iR & |r=gar 4|

Of the 193 UN members, 147 have recognised Palestine statehood thus far, with
many more called on to do so in a 25-page outcome document titled ‘New York
Declaration on the Peaceful Settlement of the Question of Palestine and the

Implementation of the Two-State Solution’ at the end of the conference, before
the UNGA starts on September 21.

193 Y WY TS <=M T I 3§ dF 147 7 frlersi=a Y Irea fRufa & arar &
8, 3R THe & ofd H U 25-g¥ia ufkony gard e =g afd wiyom =
fpferedi=T wy & wriforguf Twmem o fg-vr>a ™ & wrat<ag w & s/ gl
T T A & ol &1 T8 8, 39 Ugd fob 21 fidaR & UNGA T3 = gl
While India was an early backer of the Palestinian cause, its record on votes and
debates at the UN after the October 7, 2023 attacks by Hamas has been more
reticent, and Indian diplomats have abstained on more UN votes on the Israel-
Palestine conflict than in the past, including most recently on a ceasefire
resolution in June.

ol g1 YR fferdi=N g, 31 wRfie Jude 6181, dfc 7 siagaR, 2023 & g9
& gl & 91G Y Y AP H TagH SR 59 H YR B 39 HH &R T 35, 3R
HRATG AoHRAID! 7 goRTgd-Tpfored= Tud W ugd &) ga & 31fie dgad
AaeHl § AdeE 9 gl 9115, S 31 & o W U gfavy g o nfia ¢
“The human suffering in Gaza continues unabated,” Mr. Harish said in the address,
referring to “tens of thousands” killed, but not naming Israel and the Israeli
Defence Forces who are accused of bombarding, blockading and starving
hundreds of thousands inside Gaza.

1 H AFE F8T 3MaRd SR ;" & 89w 3 3= Hivur § &g, S84 "SRl gvR”
AT 1 HId BT I o, Afch1 FURTS S IR SHRTS N X&T Tl o A1 ot for,
57 TR 1o A At g9RI A B THARY, TRIEST 3R YT 3@ HT 3R 7|
“Let us also not forget the plight of the hostages and their families. There can be no
justification whatsoever for terrorism, for addressing any root cause or political
grievance,” he added, but did not name Hamas who carried out the October 7
attacks and took 251 hostages, of which many have been released or died, and
about 50 believed to still be in captivity.

"3TSU 1 §YDI 3R I URART Bt o= &1 i 7 i | foeft i sireiamarg & forg,
18 8 fordll Y& HIRT A7 IeT-iae Rieprad & Sy 1 g1, &1 o sifaer 781 8
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 The Modi government’s decision to participate in the UN conference, but not send
in a Minister as had been requested by the Co-Chairs France and Saudi Arabia —
both close partners of India — is seen as a way of balancing its interests with the
U.S. and Israel, both of whom boycotted it.
HIG IRHR &1 0l S a5 Tga Iy wa § d 1T ol dfe w5t TR &1
wfafAfr 98t Yorht, S i g sremed i 3R T34l 3R — off YRd & fAde
TEuNft § — gRT 3FRYY b 71 T, Y HRd & e SR SRS & 1Y 3
TRl &1 Agferd HRA & YA & U A <1 o7 387 7, 61 wier &1 afgss |

¢ In addition, eight working groups have been set up, on building narratives,
promoting international law, security, economic viability, humanitarian actions
and other mechanisms for a two-state solution, but India has chosen not to lead
even one of them.
$HD HATAl, TS T FH 1Y T &, S fFarurT fafo, siarfgia o =
1T &A1, e, 3Mfie sqagrddi, Adg HRaTg iR S1-1ed JHTYT & o 3=
T W e §, AT URA A 379 A =it &7 9t Aqea s &1 Aol 78 foram

¢ Instead, countries such as Canada, Ireland, Turkiye, Brazil, Indonesia, Egypt,
Jordan, Spain, Mexico, Qatar, the UAE, Italy, the European Union and others
have opted to co-chair the committees.
W%qq% g, IR T o <=1 A 37 il & Ty sremerdr ek &1 fade

I

. ?V:Een asked, official sources confirmed that India would not be co-chairing any

of the working groups, but that it would be “part of the discussions”.

00 9H W, MRS 3T A gfY @1 {6 uRa et oft wrd age ot wg-sremeran

EY B, i a8 "Iatell BT fewT 3a=d B |

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper III: Polity, Governance,And
International Relations)

1. India launches NASA-ISROearth observation satellite
YR o AT-39RYA! adid Sude vafud faar

2. UN report’s inclusion of TRF a boost to India’s anti-
terror drive: officials

Hga P B NI & AR, FARTE Hi AT HA
¥ YRd & 3ATdpdre faIeh rfiar &) aerar fierm:

SfPTY
3. DGCA audit fiends 19 critical safety breaches by Air
India

Sieiieiu siifse ¥ war $f3a1 gRT 19 TIiRRen Iewa=
JId Y
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4. Restoring mangroves can turn the tide on India’s
coastal security

YR Pt 91T JR&T H Iqarg a1 Jbdl 3§ A=0a 7
5. UN in urgent talks on COP30 summit costs
COP30 fRIRER RIS &1 @NTd PI dp Y Y H

SMUTABTA dTddld

6. Individuals arrested under UAPA between2018 and
2022

;)%&ﬁvzon%aﬁwﬁqﬁmﬁmw%qw

7. Why were the 2006 Mumbai blasts accused freed?

2006 a5 ST & SRITUAT o 1 g1 fvar mare

8. How does the Indian harmonium produce its lively
music?

YR RAIH U=t siidd tafy & SO Hd1 22
9. ‘New GDP series to be released on Feb. 27,lIP and CPI
to follow’

g SISIYl §@en27 BRad] &I SR $1 S, 5H o
3Tg3mgUt 3T Hidtang oIkt fopg sEay

10. On day one, NSDL IPOsees strong demand from
employees

Ugd 8 oA, Tadiva smsiisie) sdfyal 9 ok &

WeaRexd Wi ¢@+ ot el
11. SIDBI survey shows improving MSMEcapacity

utilisation

Rysdl 9dervr I yar ga«ar g feuaeauas &1 e
SUUNT # YUK §1 76T 8
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India launches NASA-ISRO
earth observatlon satellite

Hemam‘h C.S.
SRIHARIKOTA

The NASA-ISRO Synthetic
Aperture Radar (NISAR) sa-
tellite was successfully
launched on Wednesday
from the Satish Dhawan
Space Centre at Sriharikota
in Andhra Pradesh.

The Geosynchronous
Satellite Launch Vehicle
(GSLV)-F16 rocket carrying
the earth observation satel-
lite lifted off from the se-
cond launch pad of the
space centre at 5.40 p.m.
Eighteen minutes later, it
injected the satellite into a
sun-synchronous orbit.

“The GSLV-F16 vehicle
has successfully and pre-
cisely injected the NISAR
satellite weighing 2,392 kg
into its intended orbit,” In
dian Space Research Or-
ganisation (ISRO) Chair-
man V. Narayanan said
after the launch.

First joint venture

The NISAR, which has a
mission life of five years, is
the first satellite jointly de-
veloped by the ISRO and
the U.S’s National Aero-
nautics and Space Admi-
nistration (NASA).

Casey Swails, Deputy
Associate Administrator at
NASA, said NISAR will give
decision-makers the tools
to monitor critical infras-
tructure, respond faster
and smarter to natural dis-
asters such as earth-
quakes, floods, and land-
slides, as well as map
farmland to improve crop
output and more.

The NISAR satellite will
scan the earth and provide
all-weather, day-and-night
data at 12-day intervals,
and enable a wide range of
applications. It will ob-
serve earth with a swathe
of 242 km and high spatial
resolution, using Sweep-
SAR technology for the
first time.
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India launches NASA-
ISROearth observation
satellite

YR A TRIT-§RIg AT
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“NISAR can detect even
small changes on the
earth’s surface, such as
ground deformation, ice
sheet movement, and ve-
getation dynamics. Furth-
er applications include sea
ice classification, ship de-
tection, shoreline monitor-
ing, storm characterisa-
tion, changes in soil
moisture, mapping and
monitoring of surface wa-
ter resources, and disaster
response,” the ISRO stated.

NASA said that mission
controllers for the NISAR
mission had received full
acquisition of signal from
the spacecraft.

NISAR is the first satel-
lite to observe the earth
with a dual-frequency Syn-
thetic Aperture Radar
(SAR) — NASA’s L-band and
ISRO’s S-band — both using
NASA’s 12-metre unfurlable
mesh reflector antenna, in-
tegrated with ISRO’s modi-
fied 13K satellite bus.

According to NASA offi-
cials, its Jet Propulsion

Laboratory built the radar
antenna reflection, radar
antenna boom, L-Band
SAR and engineering pay-
load, while the ISRO deve-
loped the spacecraft bus,
solar array S-band SAR and
the launch vehicle.

The NISAR mission is
classified into different
phases - launch, deploy-
ment, commissioning and
science phases. The launch
phase has been accom-
plished with the launch of
the GSLV-F16 rocket. Dur-
ing the deployment phase,
a 12-metre reflector anten-
na will be deployed in orbit
nine metres away from the
satellite by a complex mul-
tistage deployable boom.
The deployment process
will begin on the 10th day
after the launch. This will
be followed by the com-
missioning phase. The fi-
nal science operations
phase begins at the end of
commissioning and ex-
tends till the end of NI-
SAR’s five-year mission life.

e The Geosynchronous
Satellite Launch Vehicle (GSLV)-
F16 rocket carrying the earth
observation satellite lifted off from
the second launch pad of the space
centre at 5.40 p.m.

Y-3(qeAIB STIE P < off @l
RraRipyg Geage di<d Siod
(GSLV)-F16 e A 5:40 Foi XMH &
3fafeer dg & fgdia e e
EEERT

e Eighteen minutes later, it

injected the satellite into a sun-
synchronous orbit.
3oRE e 918, I8 Iuue &l g
TJHBI D HET T R HR DT AT

e “The GSLV-F16 vehicle has
successfully and precisely injected the
NISAR satellite weighing 2,392 kg
into its intended orbit,” Indian Space
Research Organisation (ISRO)
Chairman V. Narayanan said after the
launch.

Y& & §1¢ YR Sfafef srHum

TS (FR) & 37emel dt. TR A H8T, “GSLV-F 16 918 A 2,392 fHam aui-t

SUUe

D THAAYGD AR Tidh U F TS| dferd Ham & RA1fid w fear g1
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First joint venture

UEal GYFd SUDHH

The NISAR, which has a mission life of five years, is the first satellite jointly
developed by the ISRO and the U.S.’s National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA).

PRI, Rres) uie qut @8t Rre ot 2, 5udY ik erdfvast srafver woredt 7 g
e ©U @ ReRI fpar 7 Ugen SUIE B

Casey Swails, Deputy Associate Administrator at NASA, said NISAR will give
decision-makers the tools to monitor critical infrastructure, respond faster and
smarter to natural disasters such as earthquakes, floods, and landslides, as well
as map farmland to improve crop output and more.

T &1 JU-HgTTeh YIS St ¥aedt = gl fa AR fofa = areif o Hgeyof
TETT B! FART, YU, 918 MR FTEa oY WIPpfad Smugrsi TR aul 3R
TE gfafosa, ﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁmmﬁﬁwmaﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁ

eI BT
The NISAR satellite will scan the earth and provide all-weather, day-and-night
data at 12-day intervals, and enable a wide range of applications.

R IuUE 3t B W BT SR g WiH, 31 31 &1 &% 12 fa & siavma
IR UM &, 3R fafay s & ged s

It will observe earth with a swathe of 242 km and high spatial resolution, using
SweepSAR technology for the first time.

Ig Ugl! IR TWUTHATSNR qH-11P BT ITANT I gU Gt df 242 frrht Teg oik
Fo RIS YR & 1Y S|

“‘NISAR can detect even small changes on the earth’s surface, such as ground
deformation, ice sheet movement, and vegetation dynamics.

R gt o) g W 81 a1 B ulRad=t o i yfir fapfa, fewues &5 nifa,
3R g9Hfa nfaet 3 Y uge IHdr B

Further applications include sea ice classification, ship detection, shoreline
monitoring, storm characterisation, changes in soil moisture, mapping and
monitoring of surface water resources, and disaster response,” the ISRO stated.

P SHfAad ST & T T Tiffer, el @) uga, devar AR,
B B RRivar uga, gar T & sedrd, ad oo S S R 6k
AR, iR emuer ufafsrar e €, Tar 38R 3 el

NASA said that mission controllers for the NISAR mission had received full
acquisition of signal from the spacecraft.

;mﬁm%ﬁvnméﬁmﬁﬁaﬁﬁmﬁamﬁwmmﬁw
|

Dual-frequency SAR innovation

$ora-fhadt TSR Fa@R

NISAR is the first satellite to observe the earth with a dual-frequency Synthetic
Aperture Radar (SAR) — NASA'’s L-band and ISRO’s S-band — both using
NASA’s 12-metre unfurlable mesh reflector antenna, integrated with ISRO’s
modified I3K satellite bus.

IR 32t &7 Sfaqieh B ITa Uge SUUR § o gera-frand! Ridfew wuelv
TER (SAR) — T BT TA-9S 3R IR PT TH-88 — S| BT STINT BT §, S
ﬂWﬁ%ﬂ:ﬁ%?amﬁaaﬁmﬁqﬁmqﬂm%mﬂm%H@fﬂanKﬁw
I 4 B B
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According to NASA officials, its Jet Propulsion Laboratory built the radar antenna
reflection, radar antenna boom, L-Band SAR and engineering payload, while
ISRO developed the spacecraft bus, solar array, S-band SAR and the launch
vehicle.

1T IRPTRAY & TR, THF Se IR AdRes! 7 TSR TN Wad, ISR
TEHT U, TA-9'8 TSR 3R Feifrafar tets & fufor farar, Sefe gast 3
WIHTIE g9, JiaR W, TI-48 THUSR 3R A= are fasRyd fean

Mission phases

foreq & =R

The NISAR mission is classified into different phases — launch, deployment,
commissioning, and science phases.

frar fr=me &1 faftrsr =Ror & avffera faran o § - wehgor, a9, Tame, iR
IS TROI|

The launch phase has been accomplished with the launch of the GSLV-F16 rocket.
WEUT TRUT T GSLV-F16 e & U&TUT & I1y Juf fvam T g |

During the deployment phase, a 12-metre reflector antenna will be deployed in
orbit nine metres away from the satellite by a complex multi-stage deployable
boom.

AT TRUT & GRM, TH 12-Hiex WRiadd TEHT BT IUUE ¥ 9 Hier Bl &l R T@
ifed 9g-TRVIT A9Td g0 & T1eaH Q el | haral S|

The deployment process will begin on the 10th day after the launch.

ATt wfthar yamur & 109 o1 &= g0 f

This will be followed by the commissioning phase.

b SG AT TROT 1T

The final science operations phase begins at the end of commissioning and
extends till the end of NISAR’s five-year mission life.

3ifam A TeITer TRT, HHTe =R0T & 3id § Y= giaT1 8 3R AR #1 uiw auf
ot forere eraft 9% Tear g

Page34

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

© N GRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
Patriotic [/

UTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Pathshala
www.patrioticias.in

CONTACT: 9971932488

UN report’s inclusion of TRF a boost
to Indlas anti-terror drive: officials

Ka]]ol Bhﬂttache ee
NEW DELHI

India’s global campaign
against cross-border terro-
rism received a boost with
the inclusion of The Resis-
tance Front (TRF) in the re-
cent report of a counter-
terror committee of the
United Nations Security
Council, officials said here
on Wednesday.

India has described the
TRF as a front of the Lash-
kar-e-Taiba (LeT), and had
accused it of carrying out
the Pahalgam terror attack
that killed 26 civilians and
injured dozens more on
April 22.

The Monitoring Team of
the 1267 Sanctions Com-
mittee, which chronicles
global terror groups for in-
ternational punitive ac-
tions, published its report
on July 24. A technical

The Monitoring Team
of the 1267 Sanctions
Committee of UN has
noted in a report
that group had taken
responsibility for

the Pahalgam atiack

team sent by India to the
UN to convey its position
on cross-border terrorism
had reached out the Moni-
toring Team of the 1267
Sanctions Committee.

In its report, the Moni-
toring Team noted that the
TRF had taken responsibil-
ity for the attack.

“On 22 April, five terro-
rists attacked a tourist spot
in Pahalgam. Twenty-six
civilians were killed. The
attack was claimed that
same day by The Resis-
tance Front (TRF), who in
parallel published a photo-

graph of the attack site. On
26 April, however, TRF re-
tracted their claim. There
was no further communi-
cation from TRF, and no
other group claimed res-
ponsibility,” the Monitor-
ing Team said in its report.

India’s campaign had
earlier found support from
the United States, with the
U.S. State Department in-
cluding TRF as a Foreign
Terrorist Organization
(FTO) and Specially Desig-
nated Global Terrorist
(SDGT) on July 17.

Global spotlight

Following the publication
of the UN report, officials
here noted that the men-
tion of TRF has brought
global spotlight to a group
that India considers to be
the latest addition to the
list of Pakistan-based ter-
ror outfits like the LeT,

Jaish-e-Mohammed and
others. Under Operation
Sindoor, Indian armed
forces struck locations in-
side Pakistan that were
known to host terror-train-
ing facilities. The team
further noted that there
was high regional tension
that could be exploited by
terror groups.

“One Member State said
the attack could not have
happened without Lash-
kar-e-Tayyiba (LeT,
QDe.118) support, and that
there was a relationship
between LeT and TRF.
Another Member State
said that the attack was
carried out by TRF, who
was synonymous with
LeT,” the m’s report said.

The TRF also featured in
the speech by External Af-
fairs Minister S. Jaishankar
in the Lok Sabha on July
29.

UN report’s inclusion of TRF a boost to India’s anti-terror

drive: officials

WY AP B NUE & AR, ETARTE HI 2MAT HA I

YR & 3MdPpdre [N ifHar & agrar fFram: sty

India’s global campaign against cross-border terrorism

YR BT IR 3dPpdie & faame afye sifimm

e India’s global campaign against cross-border terrorism received a boost with the
inclusion of The Resistance Front (TRF) in the recent report of a counterterror
committee of the United Nations Security Council, officials said here on
Wednesday.

YRd & PH-UR SHIdwdre & fRaars afys wmﬁmgﬁ?&nmaﬁ
ST are-Ae Jfufa ot gifern Raié & g IRRET e (TRF) S G by o 3
Seral fird 3, U8 §1d T8t §UaR &1 AAHRET 3 Hgt |

e India has described the TRF as a front of the Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT), and had
accused it of carrying out the Pahalgam terror attack that killed 26 civilians and

injured dozens more on April 22.

HYRA A TRF P ARBR-T-AGST (LeT) BT T WIS RN ©, 3R 3 22 30 Pl

Page3 5

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

GRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
UTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

BT USRI SfTadhard! g9, S H 26 AN &1 Hid g5 3R &% 3 Ud §U, &
fere foriigR savmT 5 |

The Monitoring Team of the 1267 Sanctions Committee, which chronicles global
terror groups for international punitive actions, published its report on July 24.

1267 Ufady Ifafa &t AR 1, 5 3 SSTHD PRATS & o Afye
JTAHaTe! THE! BT AR Wt §, = ol 24 SIS P! UHIRAT D |

A technical team sent by India to the UN to convey its position on cross-border
terrorism had reached out to the Monitoring Team of the 1267 Sanctions
Committee.

HH1-UR STdedrg WR 301 ¥@ WY HIA & T HRA R GG Y Vel T3 Th
ap-iet W 7 1267 ulaay Ifffa &Y AR dw @ Fudb fear
In its report, the Monitoring Team noted that the TRF had taken responsibility for
the attack.

3O R & FRE A9 7 Iwea fvar i TRF A 39 g0 &1 fordier < <&t
“On 22 April, five terrorists attacked a tourist spot in Pahalgam. Twenty-six
civilians were killed. The attack was claimed that same day by The Resistance
Front (TRF), who in parallel published a photograph of the attack site.

"22 3 B! Uid SHIdwaledl 2 UgeRTH & TP qded RId W gadl (61| S
ARTRSY 3t Hid 81 T | 34T 37 & YRS Whe (TRF) A 39 80a & orAeR <, 3ik
1Y B gHS BT T8 B adiR | ubiiRid &t 1
On 26 April, however, TRF retracted their claim. There was no further
communication from TRF, and no other group claimed responsibility,” the
Monitoring Team said in its report.

AP 26 30 & TRF 7 30 o) aud @ ot | 39F 918 TRF &1 3R J HIg
ﬁ%ﬁgﬁﬂﬁﬂ,ﬁ?ﬁﬂﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ?ﬁ,"ﬁwaﬁﬁm
HET|

India’s campaign support from the U.S.

HRd & AfHAH B 3T &1 guda

India’s campaign had earlier found support from the United States, with the U.S.
State Department including TRF as a Foreign Terrorist Organization (FTO) and
Specially Designated Global Terrorist (SDGT) on July 17.

HRA & HTIH &) Uga Sgad Isd AR & qufF e o, o9 smifvet fagdwr
fAURT 3 17 Ja18 &1 TRF %! f3e=h sdward! Wrs+ (FTo) Sk faviy wu § Tifda
Y eMdPard! (SDGT) & =U H JHia< fohar Ul

Global spotlight

AT BT Hg

Following the publication of the UN report, officials here noted that the mention of
TRF has brought global spotlight to a group that India considers to be the latest
addition to Pakistan-based terror outfits like the LeT, Jaish-e-Mohammed, and
others.

T MY B NUIE & GHRA & 916, gt SHABHIRAT 7 Hal fos TRF BT Seqd 39
Waﬁ%wmﬁﬁaw%mwmmﬁ-mmmmaﬁ%
LeT, SIXI-T-HIgH<E 3N1fe &t S Pel AFAT B

Under Operation Sindoor, Indian armed forces struck locations inside Pakistan
tha}lt were known to host terror-training facilities.

AT RigR & T8d, YR TR Fal A UMb & 3R 39 VMl IR gHa fby
6! ST UIRIGUT b5 BIH B DRI &t
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The team further noted that there was high regional tension that could be exploited

by terror groups.

A9 31 gl fs & H I WR o1 99119 § w1 Wraer e TYg o7 & ¢ |

“One Member State said the attack could not have happened without Lashkar-e-
Tayyiba (LeT, QDe.118) support, and that there was a relationship between LeT

and TRF.

"I HaRI XY A Fgl & T§ gHT AXPR-T-a9dT (LeT, QDe.118) & HEANT & faT
THT g1 AT, 3R LeT 3R TRF & &g Hael |
Another Member State said that the attack was carried out by TRF, who was
synonymous with LeT,” the monitoring team’s report said.

T% 3 UGW Y 7 Fgl fob A TRF A foa, S % LeT &1 wafa g, ARt &1 3t

Ui o st

TRF in Lok Sabha address
TRF &T AT HT # I@

The TRF also featured in the speech by External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar in
the Lok Sabha on July 29.

TRF &1 3001 29 S[ETS ! ArbaHT | fad=r vt ve. sraRie o uryor & of fosan

|

DGCA audit finds 19 critical
safety breaches by Air India

Regulator says high number of findings is normal and reflects scale of operations, not any unusual

lapse; with 300 planes, the airline group had 74 level-2 findings; IndiGo with 419 aircraft had 23

frescsscsmscssnsncannasans

GSMEDM L

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

n audit by the Di-
A rectorate General
of Civil Aviation

(DGCA) over the past year
identified 19 findings
against Air India Group air-
lines that needed imme-
diate corrective action,
while all other carriers re-
corded zero findings in this
category. The regulator,
though, claimed that a
high number of audit ob-
servations was “entirely
normal”.

The data released by the
DGCA on Wednesday
showed that its audit re-
vealed 10 “level-1” findings
against  Vistara, seven
against Air India, and two
against Air India Express,
all of which are part of the
Air India Group. All other
airlines recorded zero ob-
servations in this category.

In the level-2 category of
findings too, there were 74
observations against the
three Air India Group air-
lines. IndiGo had 23 and

The DGCA says its audit processes are robust and that the findings
are a testament to active regulatory oversight. FILE PHOTO

There were 10 ‘level-I’
observations against
Vistara, seven against
Air India, two against
Air India Express

SpiceJet 14 findings.
Violations that fall un-
der the level-1 category re-
quire immediate corrective
action, while level-2 find-
ings pertain to non-com-
pliance with regulatory re-

quirements and
procedural lapses.

For a comparison of
scale of various airlines, In-
diGo has 419 aircraft in its
fleet, Air India has nearly
300 aircraft, and SpiceJet
19 aircraft in service. Small-
er regional carriers like
Star Air (nine aircraft) re-
corded 41 level-2 findings,
and Alliance Air (21 air-
craft) 57 findings. Cargo
operator Quikjet (two air-
craft), which is a partner

for e-commerce giant Ama-
zon, had 35 observations
against it.

The DGCA though
sought to address ques-
tions of safety standards at
various airlines and said in
a statement, “For airlines
with extensive operations
and large fleet sizes, a high-
er number of audit findings
is entirely normal. The
quantum and scale of their
activities mean that such
observations reflect the
breadth and depth of their
operations rather than any
unusual lapse” It added
that globally too aviation
regulators “routinely” en-
counter similar patterns
with major airlines.

With concerns about a
hit in travel sentiment
among passengers, the
DGCA attempted to as-
suage the concerns and
said, “The DGCA reassures
the travelling public that
these processes are robust
and that the presence of
such findings is a testa-
ment to active regulatory
oversight.”

DGCA audit
fiends 19 critical
safety breaches
by Air India

SIS siifse |
TOR SfSAT gRI 19
TRgReEn

I Y UTe U

DGCA Audit Findings
Against Air India Group
TR ST agE &
faee Steiiie ot
siifse frard

¢ An audit by the
Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA)
over the past year
identified 19 findings
against Air India Group
airlines that needed
immediate corrective
action, while all other
carriers recorded zero
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findings in this category.

AR fauE- HeIeRed (DGCA) gR1 U aff foran ma siifse o war sfean
TYE 1 TORAg-l & fere 19 e ure 1u o aehTel YURTHS HRATS B
I o, mﬁsmwﬁm@ﬁw%ﬁmﬁw&aﬁmwl

e The regulator, though, claimed that a high number of audit observations was
“‘entirely normal”.
BTdiiep, foramve = %8l & 3iffee fewfr &Y siftre Term ‘g ave I 21

o The data released by the DGCA on Wednesday showed that its audit revealed 10
“level-1” findings against Vistara, seven against Air India, and two against Air
India Express, all of which are part of the Air India Group.

FUAR BT DGCA §RT ST sl ¥ Ual Idl [ 3iifee H fawarT & e 10
"Agd-1" ey, TuR $f3ur & f@ae 7, 3R vwR Efear vty & s 2 fFeed
A 3, S 9 UaR ST wqE o few €

e All other airlines recorded zero observations in this category.

39 907t 7 3y Wt waRarsHl A Y fewfr o &) |

Level-2 Findings and Comparison

dqa-2 frepd ok gam

¢ In the level-2 category of findings, there were 74 observations against the three
Air India Group airlines.
dad-2 Juit & el & G491 TR i3 9 ot vararsAl & Raare 74 fewfomr
FEEIRIE]

¢ IndiGo had 23 and SpiceJet 14 findings.

fem & faew 23 3R WigTsic & Aae 14 fAased U U

o Violations that fall under the level-1 category require immediate corrective
action, while level-2 findings pertain to non-compliance with regulatory
requirements and procedural lapses.

Aad-1 Juit & IeUd H dehTd GURTHAP HRATS DI ATIIHd Bl &, STdh
ﬁaa-z%gcfmamwaﬁqumﬁ 3R wfrarers Ffeai 4
G I

Fleet Size and Scale Comparison

IS BT ATHR R TR BI AT

e For a comparison of the scale of various airlines, IndiGo has 419 aircraft in its
fleet, Air India nearly 300, and SpicedJet 19 aircraft in service.
fafira TaRarsl & wR @t g & oY, SIS & U 419 fouE, TR e &
T ETHT 300 faAT™, 3R TTgHeie & U 19 fau a1 4 €

o Smaller regional carriers like Star Air (nine aircraft) recorded 41 level-2 findings,
and Alliance Air (21 aircraft) recorded 57 findings.
BT &g TaraTE) o) WR TR (9 fauM) 7 41 dad-2 fAsed, iR ey TuR
(21 fawT) 7 57 fAspd o fpu)

o Cargo operator Quikjet (two aircraft), which is a partner for e-commerce giant
Amazon, had 35 observations against it.
Wﬁmm(zﬁnﬂ) o S-p T femTeT S T HEER 2, & aw
35 fewfort o<l &1 T3

DGCA Clarification and Assurance

DGCA P! TPIHUT 3R YT
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The DGCA sought to address questions of safety standards at various airlines and
said in a statement, “For airlines with extensive operations and large fleet sizes,
a higher number of audit findings is entirely normal.

DGCA = faftr ToRarsHl o R&T AFe! S Haftd Ul & Jaiitid axd gu Ud §a
T, R TATe 3R 99 9 arcl TRaTsH! & o, if¥re e fewd it
TRE A G|
The quantum and scale of their activities mean that such observations reflect the
breadth and depth of their operations rather than any unusual lapse.”

2% HTAl B UHT 3R TR &1 HIAd ¢ [ T fRwfort 39 Tt &t fawgfa oiv
e &1 gial €, 1 b sl sy g w11
It added that globally too aviation regulators “routinely” encounter similar
patterns with major airlines.

0 SeT T o afye waR wR ot faure fFrame fRrafia wu S wie warerg
P 91y 3 PR & Qe &1 I Hd 7

Passenger Sentiment and Public Reassurance

RGBT HIGT 3R TS~ YR

With concerns about a hit in travel sentiment among passengers, the DGCA
attempted to assuage the concerns and said,

1! o S AT B HIGAT R YUTG DI ADR fdl & sid, DGCA = STRIB134 DY
id S BT 74 faar ¢k &1,

“The DGCA reassures the travelling public that these processes are robust and
that the presence of such findings is a testament to active regulatory
oversight.”

“DGCA UTT R I8} SIdT B ST BT ¢ b I UfpaTy wergd § 3R 3 frspuf
ot Uy afera fFrame AR &1 g\ 5 1
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Restoring mangroves can turn the

tide on India’s coastal security

In spite of mounting threats to mangroves, India is also the epicentre of a number of inspiring efforts to protect and revive mangrove ecosystems;

with the right mix of stewardship, scientific support, and policy attention, they are showing that mangroves can not only survive, but also thrive

GS lll: Environment
Priya Rangan,

cross India’s coasts, from the

languid channels of the

Sundarbans delta to Mumbai’s

stifled creeks, mangroves form
a barrier between land and sea. These
coastal forests are critical in India’s
pursuit of climate resilience, biodiversity
conservation, and the empowerment of
coastal communities.

However, in the face of urban
expansion, climate change, and
development, how are India’s mangroves
surviving - and who is protecting them?

Mangroves matter

Mangrove swamps are forested wetlands
characterised by trees that can tolerate
saline water. They serve as natural
barriers, protecting coastal communities
from cyclones, tidal surges, and erosion.
During natural disasters like the 2004
Indian Ocean tsunami and recurring
cyclones in the Bay of Bengal, mangroves
have been known to attenuate damage to
coastal infrastructure and biodiversity
and have saved thousands of lives.

Their role in biodiversity conservation
is significant as well. Mangroves provide
breeding and nursery grounds for fish,
crustaceans, molluscs, and migratory
birds. These salt-tolerant forests also store
significant amounts of blue carbon (the
carbon captured by marine and coastal
ecosystems), helping mitigate climate
change by trapping carbon dioxide from
the atmosphere in their roots and soil.

The mangroves of India cover more
than 4,900 sq. km, including estuaries,
deltas, and the coasts of West Bengal,
Odisha, Tamil Nadu, Gujarat, and
Karnataka, among other States. For
coastal communities, especially
traditional fishers and honey gatherers,
mangroves are intimately linked to
livelihoods and cultural practices.

Yet they are increasingly threatened by
urban expansion, aquaculture, pollution,
and changing climate patterns. This isn’t
the case in India alone: around the world,
more than half of all mangrove
ecosystems are at risk of collapse by
2050, according to a recent report from
the International Union for the
Conservation of Nature (IUCN).

In spite of these mounting threats,
however, India is also the epicentre of a
growing number of inspiring efforts to
protect and revive mangrove ecosystems.
With the right mix of stewardship,
scientific support, and policy attention,
they are showing that mangroves can not
only survive: but also thrive.

Mangroves in Tamil Nadu

In recent years, efforts to restore
mangroves across Tamil Nadu have seen
remarkable progress, driven by a
combination of government initiatives,
community participation, and scientific
planning. Once severely degraded by
shrimp farming, industrial pollution, and
altered hydrology, the State’s estuaries
and coasts are today witnessing a slow but
steady comeback.

Under the Green Tamil Nadu Mission
and other coastal restoration
programmes, the districts of Thanjavur,
Tiruvarur, and Cuddalore, among others,
have significantly expanded mangrove
cover. As a result, Tamil Nadu nearly
doubled its mangrove extent — from
4,500 hectares to more than 9,000

Mangrove swamps are forested wetlands characterised by trees that can tolerate saline water. They serve as natural barriers, protecting coastal communities
from cyclones, tidal surges, and erosion. DIVYANSHU PAWAR

hectares between 2021 and 2024 — and
has been leading coastal ecosystem
recovery in India. In early 2017, the M.S.
Swaminathan Research Foundation in
Chennai, in collaboration with local
village committees and the Tamil Nadu
Forest Department, began a project to
restore 115 hectares of degraded
mangroves in the Pattuvanachi estuary
of Muthupettai. After thorough site
assessments and community
engagement, the team dug 19 major
canals to restore tidal flow. Then team
members planted more than 4.3 lakh
Avicennia seeds from Muthupettai and
6,000 Rhizophora propagules from
Pichavaram, successfully regenerating a
once-stagnant landscape into a thriving
mangrove forest.

Yet another success story from Tamil
Nadu is the restoration of a green belt of
mangroves near Buckingham Canal in
Kazhipattur in Chennai. Under the Green
‘Tamil Nadu Mission, the Forest

Efforts to restore mangroves in
Tamil Nadu have seen

remarkable progress. Once
severely degraded by shrimp

farming, pollution, and altered
hydrology, the State’s estuaries
are witnessing a steady comeback

restoration project along Thane Creek in
Mumbai, aimed at reviving essential
mangrove forests and mudflats that
support migratory flamingos and more
than 180 other bird species.

The project combined ecological
restoration with urban cleanup:
biodegradable barriers called trash
booms were installed to intercept plastic
pollution, targeting the collection of at
least 150 tonnes of plastic over three
years. Simultaneously, the initiative has
planned to plant about 3.75 lakh
mangrove saplings, creating new habitat

Department planted 12,500 gr
seedlings from five species in 2024 with
the help of scientific experts. The
restoration involved removing i

for fl. and empowering local

communities, especially women, by

providing paid employment in planting
and mai e activities.

Prosopis juliflora weeds before planting
the mangroves, with the goal of restoring
Chennai’s natural shield against cyclones
and storm surges.

Conservation in Mumbai

In early 2025, Amazon’s Right Now
Climate Fund partnered with Hasten
Regeneration and the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation to launch a $1.2
million 10.3 crore as of July 24, 2025)

By focusing both on ecological
recovery and socio-economic resilience,
this project exemplifies how
corporate-backed, nature-based solutions
can advance biodiversity protection in
India’s rapidly urbanising coastal zones.

Gujarat’s success

Gujarat has become a national leader in
mangrove restoration under the Indian
government’s Mangrove Initiative for

Shoreline Habitats and Tangible Incomes
scheme, which was launched on World
Environment Day 2023.Under this
scheme, Gujarat has planted more than
19,000 hectares of mangroves in two
years, surpassing the Central
government’s planned five-year target of
54,000 hectares.

The goal of this effort is to rebuild
coastal resilience across the Kutch and
coastal Saurashtra regions, supporting
biodiversity and local livelihoods alike,
promoting ecotourism, and contributing
to the nation’s blue carbon goals.

Gujarat is already home to 23.6% of
India’s mangrove cover and currently an
example of how robust planning and
strategic coastal mapping can help
quickly upscale restoration efforts.

These stories from India’s coastal
communities show us that mangrove
conservation is not just possible but
actually well underway. Such stories of
hope must become the norm, not the
exception.

As climate change and rampant
developmental activities continue to
ravage our coasts, the need to protect
what remains and restore what is lost
has never been more urgent. Mangroves
are the first line of defence against
storms, and they also shelter fisheries
and store carbon.

(Priya Ranganathan is a doctoral
student and researcher at the Ashoka
Trust for Research in Ecology and the
Environment (ATREE), Bengaluru.
rpriya.ecology@gmail com)
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Restoring mangroves can turn the tide on India’s coastal
security

YR P 91T JR&T W Sgarg a Jabar 8 =g ifoe

e Restoring mangroves can turn the tide on India’s coastal security
YR & ac1d JR&T & Igard a- 8 B304 BT RATUT T81a® gl 96l §

¢ In spite of mounting threats to mangroves, India is also the epicentre of a number of
inspiring efforts to protect and revive mangrove ecosystems

B3N R 96d WaRl & S[ae[G, YRA Hs ARUNGR® TRl &1 bg 1t § 51 4209
R o Y T&I 3R gesifa & fog fby e §

e with the right mix of stewardship, scientific support, and policy attention, they are
showing that mangroves can not only survive, but also thrive

T g, A T, SR RfTE e % Aet 3 g8 foaman o <eT 2 b Aa |
HId T9 7§ IHd ¢, Sich Ga-p i Tohd §

Mangroves matter

AYog PT HEd

e Across India’s coasts, from the languid channels of the Sundarbans delta to
Mumbai’s stifed creeks mangroves form a barrier between land and sea.

HRA & dc1g &1 §, Yexa- Seel &1 Xid UR1SA J A Jag &1 o 0l Wil e,
ﬁﬁwqﬁaﬁvw%ﬁawmﬁamﬁ%l

e These coastal forests are critical in India’s pursuit of climate resilience,
biodiversity conservation, and the empowerment of coastal communities.

ﬁaﬂumm%mm e, S fafaear w@repon, iR adta ager &
TRIfFaHRuT $t 132 & gayul 21

o However, in the face of urban expansion, climate change, and development,
how are India’s mangroves surviving — and who is protecting them?

A st fawR, Saarg uftad|, iR faer & 9 URd & Aeq $9 99 38
& — 3R DI 37! & 6 TET 82

Mangrove swamps and their functions

AT gace & iR ITaT Bl

o Mangrove swamps are forested wetlands characterised by trees that can
tolerate saline water.

Aoita qereet & SiTel | WY My i ¢, for T 9a1 §1d € o @R urt Y
e B Thd ¢

o They serve as natural barriers, protecting coastal communities from cyclones,
tidal surges, and erosion.

3 YT fa® aRIYl & TU & B IR &, off de1d YS! ! TehaTdl, SaR-UTe, 3R
Perd I g4 B

e During natural disasters like the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami and recurring
cyclones in the Bay of Bengal, mangroves have been known to attenuate damage
to coastal infrastructure and biodiversity, and have saved thousands of lives.

2004 P fEe WeTHRR AR 3R S1Tel $t WIS # TR-9R 3 aTd Teharal oY
WIpTa® Smueret & SRM, Hey = adia Txa-msi 3R wig fafaedar &1 goaq 3
AT 3R GOIR] SIH 918 |

o Their role in biodiversity conservation is significant as well.

Sig fafaerar wvemor # ot 39! YfireT Agayut 3|
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e Mangroves provide breeding and nursery grounds for fish, crustaceans,
molluscs, and migratory birds.

Biviion Hefrd, e R, Wiera), iR varit ufdrd 3 g werr SR uTer wa
e B B

o These salt-tolerant forests also store significant amounts of blue carbon (the
carbon captured by marine and coastal ecosystems), helping mitigate climate
change by trapplng carbon d|0X|de from the atmosphere in their roots and soil.

Y |qul- GEERINIGEIGE RN
Hﬁamw%)ﬁwaﬁaﬂ?%ﬁmmﬂ?haﬁmmwﬁw FA |,
i 3 FrY ok wist § argHseg Brd STg3ifaargs &l A B

Current status and threats in India

YRd # adaH fRAfT iR @@

e The mangroves of India cover more than 4,900 sq. km, including estuaries,
deltas, and the coasts of West Bengal, Odisha, Tamil Nadu, Gujarat, and
Karnataka, among other States.

YR & AT 4,900 T foraviier T siftfer & & thal gU &, forH g, 3T 3R
uf3m §re, Sife=m, afreqrg, TerRTd, 3R wfed S Ial & dead! & i |

o For coastal communities, especially traditional fishers and honey gatherers,
mangroves are intimately linked to livelihoods and cultural practices.

aﬂuw faRex uRufY® ARl 3iR e gHET HI ardl & g Ty
ISR mmﬁﬁuﬁgwﬁﬁﬁa%l

e Yet they are increasingly threatened by urban expansion, aquaculture, pollution,
and changing climate patterns.

%ﬁa—mﬂ 3 31 faaR, wiefta oY, wgwr, 3R Iead Jaary te-t § TR Ta¥ &
|

e This isn’t the case in India alone: around the world, more than half of all mangrove
ecosystems are at risk of collapse by 2050, according to a recent report from the
International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN).

I8 I HRA P JHT 81 5: SHARTETT UPp el H&IUT HY (IUCN) B! giferar RUE &
TR, AT WR T 2050 9% 3¢ A 3if¥re ANa uifRIfds dreeq F @R A |

Revival and protection efforts in India
YRA § [TRITUA 3R TR&01 yams

¢ In spite of these mounting threats, however, India is also the epicentre of a
growing number of inspiring efforts to protect and revive mangrove ecosystems.
3 g¢d WaR) & rav[e, YR A nIiRfRUfa® @3 o) WRide oiR qAeiifad &1 &
WSS YaTH &1 $% Hf |17

o With the right mix of stewardship, scientific support, and policy attention, they
are showing that mangroves can not only survive: but also thrive.

TgTaTq0l Aqed, AIe qudH, 3R Hfewra e & T8 e A g Rig S e ?
& T7ieg -1 Fad 99 TPd €, I Y A Bol-Bad Jbd o

Mangroves in Tamil Nadu
e Inrecent years, efforts to restore mangroves across Tamil Nadu have seen

remarkable progress, driven by a combination of government initiatives,
community participation, and scientific planning.
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B & aui B afire-rg 3 AMa AR & Tl § IReRI ugdl, e
YrfieRY, 3R Amfe dierT & A ¥ Swi@-g WiIfd g5 8

e Once severely degraded by shrimp farming, industrial pollution, and altered
hydrology, the State’s estuaries and coasts are today witnessing a slow but
steady comeback.

ST uTerE, SN wguuT, SR 9aet §8 STAYURT & HRU Usd TR 0 | 78 §U
aﬁmg%qﬂgﬁaﬁvaﬁuﬁa 3fg it Afp RR aT=—f T R/ B

e Under the Green Tamil Nadu Mission and other coastal restoration programmes,
the districts of Thanjavur, Tiruvarur, and Cuddalore, among others, have
significantly expanded mangrove cover.
WA aftrerg fRm SR o adta TafusT srfepal & dgd, 4oaR, favares,
3R IR ol 7 AT STEA B BIB! TGHAT |

e As aresult, Tamil Nadu nearly doubled its mangrove extent — from 4,500 hectares
to more than 9,000 hectares between 2021 and 2024 — and has been leading
coastal ecosystem recovery in India.

$% URUTHEEY, TG o 2021 | 2024 & o1 AT 6 B 4,500 g A
TTHY 9,000 AR N SHfie I faa 3, ok I8 WRd & adia wikfRufae! @3 &t
UG & arroft s ] |

e Inearly 2017, the M.S. Swaminathan Research Foundation in Chennai, in
collaboration with local village committees and the Tamil Nadu Forest

Department, began a project to restore 115 hectares of degraded mangroves in the
Pattuvanachi estuary of Muthupettai.

2017 aﬁ&ﬁiganaﬁ, a9s U T, WA Rd BeesE A Riig am
' ﬁmmﬁm%wﬁn%ggﬁgﬁ%wﬂﬁﬂmﬁ 115
TFUR AP 5T WIS &1 AT B3 Bt aRASHT I &l
o After thorough site assessments and community engagement, the team dug 19
major canals to restore tidal flow.

T3e o1 favgd SMHa- iR ASIRAI® JgUTRIT & a1, A 2 SaRIY UaTg &1
TETel & forT 19 W@ 83 @ik |

e Then team members planted more than 4.3 lakh Avicennia seeds from Muthupettai
and 6,000 Rhizophora propagules from Pichavaram, successfully regenerating a
once-stagnant landscape into a thriving mangrove forest.

P 91 CHF - GYUER W 4.3 AT faafar i SR fUamary & 6,000 RewRT
MY T, mﬁwwmaﬁmﬁﬁaaﬂﬁWWW|

Mangroves near Buckingham Canal

gfhad g3 & U Aoy

e Yet another success story from Tamil Nadu is the restoration of a green belt of
mangroves near Buckingham Canal in Kazhipattur in Chennai.

THCHTG B U 3R TWerdT B BT ¢ TS P PIIUR | IHUH T8 b U
Aiien & ga gt &1 iU |

e Under the Green Tamil Nadu Mission, the Forest Department planted 12,500
mangrove seedlings from five species in 2024 with the help of scientific experts.

W= aftrerTg fmE & dga, a9 faumT 3 2024 # d@e faxivgl &t e S uiw
wetTferdl & 12,500 BT U1€ @

e The restoration involved removing invasive Prosopis juliflora weeds before
planting the mangroves, with the goal of restoring Chennai’s natural shield against
cyclones and storm surges.

T AR B, A1 T | TS SATHTHe MU T RT O &Y gl
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M o1, SR IS B Teharal 3R TWTHT SaR A YR&T H ardll UIHfad ord
D! JgTd fohar off T |

Conservation in Mumbai

Hag | A&7

In early 2025, Amazon’s Right Now Climate Fund partnered with Hasten
Regeneration and the Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation to launch a $1.2
million (%10.3 crore as of July 24, 2025) restoration project along Thane Creek in
Mumbai, aimed at reviving essential mangrove forests and mudflats that support
migratory flamingos and more than 180 other bird species.

2025 &1 ‘{[53{[('[13 Amazon &1 Right Now Climate Fund = Hasten Regeneration
3R gEHTS TR 10 & 1Y WEier] &1 3R 4as & o101 1P & BN $1.2
AR (210.3 TS, 24 AT 2025 F FTAR) BT TH ARG GRASHT IF 3,
OrTeT 5= yarit wifiiT SiR 3= 180 & 3if¥re veft yenfaal &1 90 o ara
Hew@qul 49N a9 3R Fas & Bl & goiad o3 2|

The project combined ecological restoration with urban cleanup: biodegradable
barriers called trash booms were installed to intercept plastic pollution, targeting
the collection of at least 150 tonnes of plastlc over three years.

9 yiaieHn A wiifRufae gaifue &1 et JwTs & O Sien oX1
TRNTSASTA TTUTE R B 772 d1fs WD TGWUT D AT Sl Jeb, sﬁvﬂqaﬁfﬁ

&H Y HH 150 T WRED Uhd B H] d&d QT 71|

Simultaneously, the initiative has planned to plant about 3.75 lakh mangrove
saplings, creating new habitat for flamingos and empowering local communities,
especially women, by providing paid employment in planting and maintenance
activities.

Y B, 39 Ugd H ATHIT 3.75 AT A=NG G ol 9= B Ao 9918 715 8, o
TR & oI 77 3maTe dOR gRT SR R gy, oy wu ¥ afgersi, &I
AR TH A= foar Se, s A9or 3R Rav@ra Mfafafimy & wnfa i

By focusing both on ecological recovery and socio-economic resilience, this
project exemplifies how corporate-backed, nature-based solutions can advance
biodiversity protectlon in India’s ra dIy urbanlsmg coastal zones.

g g)—_r?uﬂ AT ST R & Disd
PP Ug IS8 <ol § [ -mwﬁawmmw%%ﬁﬁ
ﬁmﬂwm@aﬂuaﬁﬁﬁa%ﬁww&mﬁm%ﬂﬁ%l

Gujarat’s success

TORTd &1 AHAdm

Gujarat has become a national leader in mangrove restoration under the Indian
government’s Mangrove Initiative for Shoreline Habitats and Tangible Incomes
scheme, which was launched on World Environment Day 2023.

YR DR Dt Mangrove Initiative for Shoreline Habitats and Tangible

Incomes TISHT & dgd A=NG YARITUA & 1§ Srroft o &, Fordl fay wafaror
feaw 2023 F1 = fomar M|

Under this scheme, Gujarat has planted more than 19,000 hectares of mangroves
in two years, surpassing the Central government’s planned five-year target of
54,000 hectares.

2 GIoHT & dgd, ToRTd - &1 6T § 19,000 3F AR A 3if® A=N4 Auvr forar §, St
&% NBR & Ui THG AET 54,000 FFAR I HIHT 3T |
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The goal of this effort is to rebuild coastal resilience across the Kutch and coastal
Saurashtra regions, supporting biodiversity and local livelihoods alike, promoting
ecotourism, and contributing to the nation’s blue carbon goals.

39 YU 1 I50 H0 IR add ARTY &3 H aéa aiaru &l g: S 8, Sl
wig fafaear sk wirig sreifawrsit G &1 gudT oval §, SPIgied &I gerdl dl
2 3R A % o pre el H AT a1 B

Gujarat is already home to 23.6% of India’s mangrove cover and currently an
example of how robust planning and strategic coastal mapping can help quickly
upscale restoration efforts.

ORI U8d ¥ &1 YRd & AT Har BT 23.6% &5 [T § 3R T8 T I<TeV § &
Y Ao AT 3R YUMHIfA® aera AFfEor gAATO Al &1 ol § de™ &
HETa Bl Wehdl 3 |

These stories from India’s coastal communities show us that mangrove
conservation is not just possible but actually well underway.

YRA $ 919 T B T HE1ar fexard § for A=NG Weur 7 had §Ha B, Ifcp
THadrgd® oY o §1
Such stories of hope must become the norm, not the exception.

I UBR DI SRS HEI-a1 U ATHR I -1 d1iey, 39ale gl

As climate change and rampant developmental activities continue to ravage our
coasts, the need to protect what remains and restore what is lost has never been
more urgent.

o9 Sraarg uikade iR rfFfia faera nfafaftrt sart adig & & Jeas ugan
8, I S 741 & S8 WA BT 3R S @ 1 @ I g B s A pel
31 reaTaRa® & TR

Mangroves are the first line of defence against storms, and they also shelter
fisheries and store carbon.

A=1T qwTHI & fIATE Ugdt Y& Ut &, 3T 3 Ao UTe &1 39T G §
P BT HSRUT 1l FA |
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A drone view shows a hotel under construction
ahead of the COP30 climate summit in Belem,

Brazil. REUTERS

UN in urgent
talks on COP30
summit costs

Fremsemcccmsemmmmmm e —— b

'GS Ill: Environment

Reuters

The United Nations’ climate bureau held
an urgent meeting on July 29 over
concerns that sky-high accommodation
prices for this year’s COP30 climate
summit in Brazil could price poorer
countries out of the negotiations.

Brazil is preparing to host this year’s
UN climate summit in November in the
rainforest city of Belem, where nearly
every government in the world will gather
to negotiate their joint efforts to curb
climate change.

Concerns about logistics have dogged
preparations for COP30. Developing
countries have warned that they cannot
afford Belem’s accommodation prices,
which have soared amid a shortage of
rooms.

In an emergency meeting of the UN
climate body’s “COP bureau” on Tuesday,
Brazil agreed to address countries’
concerns about accommodation and
report back at another meeting on August
11, said Richard Muyungi, chair of the
African Group of Negotiators, who called
the meeting.

“We were assured that we will revisit
that on the 11th to get assurances on
whether the accommodation will be
adequate for all delegates,” Muyungi said.

He said African countries wanted to
avoid trimming their participation
because of the cost.

“We are not ready to cut down the
numbers. Brazil has got a lot of options in
terms of having a better COP, a good COP.
So that is why we are pushing that Brazil
has to provide better answers, rather than
telling us to limit our delegation,” —l_
Muyungi said.
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Another diplomat familiar with the
meeting said complaints about
affordability came from both poor and
wealthy nations.

UN diplomats showed quotes
they had received from hotels
and property managers in Belem
for rates of around $700 per
person per night during COP30

An agenda for Tuesday’s meeting
confirmed it was convened to address
“operational and logistical preparations
for the Climate Change Conference in
Belem” and the African Group of
Negotiators’ concerns on the matter.

Brazil’s Foreign Ministry did not
immediately reply to a request for
comment. Brazilian officials organising
the summit have made repeated
assurances that poorer countries will have
access to accommodation they can afford.

A spokesperson for the UN’s climate
body, UNFCCC, declined to comment on
the meeting.Brazil is racing to expand the
18,000 hotel beds usually available in
Belem, a coastal city of 1.3 million, to host
the roughly 45,000 people projected to
attend COP30.

The government this month said it had
secured two cruise ships to provide 6,000
extra beds for delegates. It also opened
bookings to developing countries for
more affordable accommodation at daily
rates of up to $220.

That is still above the “daily subsistence
allowance” the UN offers some poorer
nations to support their participation at
COPs. For Belem, the figure is $149.

Two UN diplomats showed quotes they
had received from hotels and property
managers in Belem for rates of around
$700 per person per night during COP30.

A spokesperson for the Dutch
government said it may need to halve its
delegation compared with recent COPs,
when the Netherlands sent around 90
people during the two-week event,
including envoys, negotiators, and youth
representatives.

Poland’s deputy climate minister
Krzysztof Bolesta said earlier this month,
“We don’t have accommodation. We’ll
probably have to cut the delegation down
to the bone. In an extreme event, maybe
we will have to not show up.”
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UN in urgent talks on COP30 summit costs

COP30 @R THTH & &RTd P dAhT YYerd Y H
STUTARTA STt

Concerns over COP30 Accommodation in Brazil

FTolted § COP30 3TaTH &1 dy Riar

The United Nations’ climate bureau held an urgent meeting on July 29 over
concerns that sky-high accommodation prices for this year's COP30 climate
summlt in Brazil could price poorer countries out of the negotiations.

& ARG SRY - 29 JAT B U SATUTT S6P TSI BT i 39 a8
awﬂaﬁ dTl COP30 SadTg RIa & ol 9gd St SITaT Y[eb $I dolg °
Whﬁ%aﬁﬁwaaﬁﬁmmﬂél
Brazil is preparing to host this year's UN climate summit in November in the
rainforest city of Belem, where nearly every government in the world will gather
to negotiate thelrjomt efforts to curb climate change.
ol 39 aY AdeR | Y MY STeTarg TR Sl Avfar Siad & quta e d
PR DI TR IR QT 8, OT51 AT GIHIT Bt G WRPR TAdrg URad i b &
foTT Sru= HYad AR R STadid S|
Concerns about logistics have dogged preparations for COP30. Developing
countries have warned that they cannot afford Belem’s accommodation prices,
which have soared amid a shortage of rooms.

COP30 & daTRAl Bl T QiterRed THTTS = fKidl Jers ¢ | fawTaxia 3= 4
TGt <t ¢ o d e & Fgd SHTaTE Yo 96 el R Thd], Sl o HHRI B et &
HRUI §§d & &l T |
In an emergency meeting of the UN climate body’s “COP bureau” on Tuesday,
Brazil agreed to address countries’ concerns about accommodation and report
back at another meeting on August 11, said Richard Muyungi, chair of the
African Group of Negotiators, who called the meeting.

AR $| YK Y SAdry B & “COP SR B U TUTd 6@ H, SiTeitel -1
ST H) AB SN P a3t &) Jagm iR 11 3FRA S 3RTel do A Ruld o=r
PR IR TGHN SIdTs, T§ THHRI §6@ g dd SBIPt aaiPR T & e
fras ggght A<t

“We were assured that we will revisit that on the 11th to get assurances on whether
the accommodation will be adequate for all delegates,” Muyungi said.

TSt A Fel, "5H MY i © i 11 aa &1 g9 39 v | I1¢t arfs I8
gFTEra forar o e s et wiafaiRra & fore wat smara Iuersy g a1 771"

He said African countries wanted to avoid trimming their participation because of
the cost.

%ﬁw%%%m%mmmﬁﬁmﬁmmmqﬁ
|

“We are not ready to cut down the numbers. Brazil has got a lot of options in terms of
having a better COP, a good COP. So that is why we are pushing that Brazil has to
provide better answers, rather than telling us to limit our delegation,” Muyungi said.

gt A @, 5T BT B B B FIT TR T &1 sTofil U ¥gaR COP B
F o3 fapey ¢ 1 SUMRIY 49 U8 3aTd STA I3 & P Joid o1 3/ JHIYT ¢4 A1y,
7 fo gd ufaffirsd Hffd & & w1 A1fgul”

Another diplomat familiar with the meeting said complaints about affordability
came from both poor and wealthy nations.
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An agenda for Tuesday’s meeting confirmed it was convened to address
“operational and logistical preparations for the Climate Change Conference in
Belem” and the African Group of Negotiators’ concerns on the matter.

HITAaR @t 96@ & TasT 4 IfY &1 T3 o I8 93 “diad # Jaarg uRad—
TWe o uRared iR difvifes auriial” iR 39 4 W hid! araieR I8
) Rianaif &) gagm & g gars 78 o |

Brazil's Foreign Ministry did not immediately reply to a request for comment.
SToitel o fag=T w#arerg = fewoh o SFRIY &1 dabld SR ol fadT|

Brazilian officials organising the summit have made repeated assurances that
poorer countries will have access to accommodation they can afford.

AT ST R I FTeiten i1l & aR-aR sy 3o 8 f e =i &Y
frmradt SmTarRT Iudsy BT |e |

A spokesperson for the UN’s climate body, UNFCCC, declined to comment on the
meeting.

%‘gﬂﬁﬂgmﬁwm UNFCCC & JaaT 4 39 96% W ol = 4 PR &
|

Brazil is racing to expand the 18,000 hotel beds usually available in Belem, a
coastal city of 1.3 million, to host the roughly 45,000 people projected to attend
COP30.

FoNd 9taH (T 1.3 faferas & adta smard) arar wew) ¥ 8iF 0k R Iuasy
18,000 Blcd 98 S COP30 ¥ IMMHA I aTa T THIT 45,000 AT b1 AT o forg
Ao & 9eM B! HIR HR @8

The government this month said it had secured two cruise ships to provide 6,000
extra beds for delegates.

WHR 3 39 WEH o1 i 39 vfaffedl & g 6,000 sfafea 35 3 & forg @Y et
STgTSl QRférd fhu g

It also opened bookings to developing countries for more affordable
accommodation at daily rates of up to $220.

o famrasita 3= & fom 2220 ufa foT 9 & fPwrad smar ot gftr @ied 1

That is still above the “daily subsistence allowance” the UN offers some poorer
nations to support their participation at COPs. For Belem, the figure is $149.

g ot oft 371 =M & o wige Y gRT §f 9 arelt <@ v @ ofde 31 fiaw
> fore g fr $149 1

Two UN diplomats showed quotes they had received from hotels and property
managers in Belem for rates of around $700 per person per night during COP30.
&l Uga Y ISHRD! A fiaT & gled SR wraet A-eri § el $700 wfa safa ufa
T B eI YRd1q Q|

A spokesperson for the Dutch government said it may need to halve its delegation
compared with recent COPs, when the Netherlands sent around 90 people during
the two-week event, including envoys, negotiators, and youth representatives.

Y PR & Jaad - Bl fb 39 8T DI COP dod! &I ga-1 | 3 ufafiRkrisa
Pt @ 3MMeft A U TPl 8, Tq Algvagy A 90 TR B ol T o g,
qrafeR 3R gar ufafAir nfia 2
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o Poland’s deputy climate minister Krzysztof Bolesta said earlier this month, “We
don’t have accommodation. We'll probably have to cut the delegation down to the
bone. In an extreme event, maybe we will have to not show up.”

Tids & 30 Taarg H= fbeeiw Siawar 2 59 HelH ! Yo31d H Fel, “g9R U
3Mary gl 81 58 e 3 ufafAfRRisd & 98¢ $H &1 US| 3R IRH fRUfa
H TIe g9 Tfhe g T8 g a1

A GS iil: S&T B

Visual: Name this NASA mission durmg which astronauts on the moon
became the first to drive a lunar rover on July 31, 1971. NASA
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NEWS IN NUMBERS |ndividuals arrested under UAPA

Individuals arrested between2018 and 2022

under UAPA between 2018 3ii¥ 2022 & si=gudiv & d&d
2018 and 2022 fRwR fe e aafda

B e e e e el |
GS IIE: Intemal Securlty . UAPA Case Quashing Data (2018-2022)
8 9 47 Only two cases  gudiu ATHA TF, fHT ST &7 ST (2018-2022)
filed under the
, anti-terror law, o 8,947

Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, were 8,947
quashed by courts across the country e Only two cases filed under the anti-terror law,

between 2018 and 2022. Minister of State Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, were quashed

L . by courts across the country between 2018 and
for Home Affairs Nityanand Rai presented 2022

the data from the latest NCRB report. em 2018 ¥ 2022 & S Y W A GG 1 _h B,
RS Tfafafirt Rieyr) iy & 95d gol
Fad gl AT 3faTedl gRI g (PT MY

e Minister of State for Home Affairs Nityanand Rai presented the data from the
latest NCRB report.. .
e ¥Tsd WAl e I A 98 shide are TAitemRdt Rad 3§ i fu)
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Why were the 2006 Mumbai blasts accused free

What was the verdict handed down by a special Maharashtra Control of Organised Crime Act court in 2015? What happened in Mumbai on July 11, 2006? Why did the

Bombay High Court state that the confessional statements of the convicts were inadmissible? What has the Supreme Court said?

EXPLA!

Aaratrika Bhaumik

The story so far:
n July 21, the Bombay High
Court acquitted all 12 accused
in the 2006 Mumbai serial
train blasts case, overturning
the 2015 verdict by a special Maharashtra
Control of Organised Crime Act (MCOCA)
court that had sentenced five of them to
death and seven to life imprisonment.
Delivering a scathing indictment of the
Mumbai Police’s Anti-Terrorism Squad
(ATS), a Division Bench of Justices Anil S.
Kilor and Shyam C. Chandak observed,
“Punishing the actual perpetrator of a
crime is a concrete and essential step
toward curbing criminal activities,
upholding the rule of law, and ensuring
the safety and security of citizens. But
creating a false appearance of having
solved a case by presenting that the
accused have been brought to justice
gives a misleading sense of resolution.
This deceptive closure undermines public
trust and falsely reassures society, while
in reality, the true threat remains at large.
Essentially, this is what the case at hand
conveys". Accordingly, the judgment
ordered the release of 11 men after 19
years of incarceration. One of the accused
had died in custody in 2021 due to
COVID-19. Only one among them, Wahid
Shaikh, had been acquitted earlier by the
trial court in 2015 after it found no
evidence against him. He had spent nine
years in prison before being exonerated.

What is the case?

Nearly two decades ago, on July 11, 2006,
Mumbai was shaken by a coordinated
series of bomb blasts that left an indelible
scar on the city’s collective memory.
Within a matter of minutes, seven
explosions ripped through suburban
trains on the Western Railway line during
peak evening rush hour, killing 189 people
and seriously injuring 824. According to
the Mumbai Police, the bombs had been
assembled using pressure cookers and
strategically planted to cause maximum
devastation during the city’s busiest
commute hours.

In the immediate aftermath, the
Congress-led Maharashtra government
handed over the investigation to the
Anti-Terrorism Squad (ATS). Eventually, 13
individuals were put on trial in
connection with the blasts and 17 others,
including Pakistani nationals, were
named in the ATS chargesheet.

Why did the High Court set aside the
convictions?

The prosecution’s case rested primarily
on eyewitness testimonies, the recovery
of explosives, and confessional
statements. However, the High Court
found the evidence to be fundamentally
compromised. It opined that the
confessions were extracted through
“barbaric and inhuman” torture, the
eyewitness accounts lacked credibility,
and that the recovered materials were
“vulnerable to tampering” and therefore
inadmissible. Some of the key findings
include:

Unreliable eyewitnesses: The
prosecution’s case relied heavily on eight
eyewitnesses, including taxi drivers who
allegedly ferried the accused and train
passengers who claimed to have seen
them planting the bombs. However, the
court deemed this testimony “unsafe,”
citing significant delays and a lack of
corroboration. Most witnesses
approached the police over three months
after the incident, casting doubt on the

Murky truth: Indian railway officials clear debris of a local train which was ripped open by a bomb blast at Khar Mumbai on July 11, 2006. AFP

reliability of their recollections. The court
was particularly critical of the two taxi
drivers, who remained silent for nearly
four months. It found it implausible that
they could accurately recall the faces of
passengers given the fleeting and routine
nature of taxi rides in a metropolis like
Mumbai. Similarly, a witness who had
assisted in preparing sketches of the
suspects was never brought to testify in
the trial or asked to identify the accused
in court. A significant procedural lapse
that further weakened the prosecution’s
case was the invalidity of the test
identification parades. The special
executive officer who conducted them,
Shri Barve, lacked the legal authority, as
his tenure had ended more than a year
earlier. As a result, the identifications
made during these parades, including
those of three accused, were ruled
inadmissible.

Coerced confessions: The High Court
held that the confessional statements of
the 11 convicts were inadmissible, citing
grave violations of statutory safeguards.
Most notably, the Bench concluded that
the confessions had been extracted
through torture. The judgment detailed
chilling allegations by the accused, who
described being beaten with belts, having
their legs forcibly stretched apart, being
subjected to electric shocks, and being
deprived of sleep. These accounts were
corroborated by medical reports from
King Edward Memorial and Bhabha
hospitals.

The prosecution’s case was further
weakened by the striking similarity across
the confessions, even though they were
recorded by different officers at different
times and locations. The statements were
found to be “verbatim”, including the
phrasing of questions, responses, and

even grammatical errors, raising serious
doubts about their voluntariness. The
court also found that key procedural
safeguards were ignored. The accused
were not informed of their right to legal
counsel before their statements were
recorded, and there was neither
certification of the language used nor any
confirmation that the confessions were
read back and acknowledged by them.

No ‘prior sanction’ under MCOCA: The
High Court delivered a decisive blow to
the prosecution by holding that the very
invocation of the Maharashtra Control of
Organised Crime Act, 1999 (MCOCA), was
unlawful. The statute requires “prior
sanction” by a competent authority, a
police officer not below the rank of the
Deputy Inspector General of Police,
before it can be invoked in a case. This is
a crucial safeguard since the stringent
anti-terror law reverses the burden of
proof, allows prolonged detention and
dilutes evidentiary standards. The court
found that the sanctioning officer had
granted approval without examining the
necessary documents, some of which
were submitted only after the approval
had been issued. “Mere reproduction of
some expressions, used in the definition
of ‘organised crime’, ‘continui 1} 1
activities’ or ‘organised crime syndicate’
to show the compliance, cannot be said to
be in tune with the letter and spirit of the
law relating to grant of approval for
invocation of the provisions of the
MCOCA,” the court underscored. The
prosecution’s failure to call the
sanctioning officer as a witness further
compounded the lapse. The court
concluded that without his testimony, the
approval for invoking MCOCA lacked legal
validity.

Destruction of evidence: A key point of

contention was the Call Detail Records
(CDRs) of the accused. Although the
defence repeatedly sought access to
them, the prosecution claimed the
records had been destroyed. The court
found this deeply troubling, noting that
the CDRs were crucial for establishing the
accused’s whereabouts during alleged
conspiracy meetings and for verifying or
refuting claims of contact with operatives
in Pakistan. It concluded that the
destruction of such potentially
exculpatory evidence appeared deliberate
and amounted to the suppression of
material facts. This, the court held, cast
“serious doubts over the integrity of the
investigation” and constituted a “grave
violation of the right to a fair trial.”

The judges also found serious lapses in
the handling of physical evidence
allegedly recovered, such as RDX
granules, detonators, pressure cookers,
circuit boards, hooks, and maps. They
pointed out that the prosecution’s failure
to maintain a clear chain of custody as
well as not ensuring secure sealing before
submission to the Forensic Science
Laboratory severely compromised the
evidentiary value of these items.

What did the Supreme Court say?
On July 24, the Supreme Court stayed the
High Court’s verdict, taking note of the
Maharashtra government’s concern that
the ruling could have adverse
implications for several ongoing trials
under the MCOCA. However, a Bench of
Justices M.M. Sundresh and N. Kotiswar
Singh clarified that the stay would not
affect the release of the 12 accused, who
had already walked free following their
acquittal. The court also issued notice to
all the former convicts on the State’s
appeal challenging their acquittal.

Why were the 2006 Mumbai blasts accused freed?

2006 a5 sATE & ARITUAl &1 i f¥g1 fvar mar?

THE G

v

Nearly two decades ago, on
July 11, 2006, Mumbai was
shaken by a coordinated series
of bomb blasts that left an
indelible scar on the city's
collective memory.

v

The prosecution’s case rested
primarily on eyewitness
testimonies, the recovery of
explosives, and confessional
statements. However, the High
Court found the evidence to be
fundamentally compromised.
It opined that the confessions
were extracted through
“barbaric and inhuman™
torture, the eyewitness
accounts lacked credibility,
and that the recovered
materials were “vulnerable to
tampering” and therefore
inadmissible.

v

On July 24, the Supreme Court
stayed the High Court’s verdict
taking note of the Maharashtra
government's concern that the
ruling could have adverse
implications for several
ongoing trials under the
MCOCA
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2006 M.umbai Serial Train Blasts Cgse Acquittal
2006 IS HITd ¢ saree urye o St favar s

e On July 21, the Bombay High Court acquitted all 12 accused in the 2006 Mumbai
serial train blasts case, overturning the 2015 verdict by a special MCOCA court
that had sentenced five of them to death and seven to life imprisonment.

21 AT & 91 EIPIC - 2006 HIS WA o e H & 9 12 Rifuai &t
9 & fean, 3R 2015 F fIRNT MCOCA 3reTad & Had &! gde o forad 5 &t
BRIl 3R 7 Pt UPG B ol &l TS 2R

o Delivering a scathing indictment of the Mumbai Police’s ATS, a Division Bench of
Justices Anil S. Kilor and Shyam C. Chandak observed that punishing actual
perpetrators is essential, but false appearances of justice undermine public trust
and falsely reassure society.

Has Yferd 3t ATS R wa! fewoft s gu =g sifva v, fpeiiy ofik =amm <.
T B U1 = el o SRIat ORI Pl Tl ST A=A &, Afch S THTYT STl
& Ay Bt FHER B & AR AT DI FST aHde o 5

e The judgment ordered the release of 11 men after 19 years of incarceration.
<9 Fola & 11 gFul 1 19 16 BT g & a6 ReT B &1 31ex a1 7|

e One of the accused had died in custody in 2021 due to COVID-19.
TS ARG 1 2021 H fgvraa & COVID-19 & HRUT Hid 71 75 2|

o Only one, Wahid Shaikh, had been acquitted earlier by the trial court in 2015, having
spent 9 years in prison.

%ﬁfq;ﬁ?%aﬁzmsﬁgmﬁé#%ﬁéaﬁmﬁmmﬁgmﬁaﬁ
|

What is the case?
Yg HIHAT T 82

e On July 11, 2006, Mumbai was shaken by seven bomb blasts on suburban trains
during evening rush hour, killing 189 people and injuring 824.
11 2006 ! G5 H MH & 0% AT & dIhd ol & d1d YHTD| 3 189 AT
31 9 3R 824 UGS B V|

e According to the Mumbai Police, pressure cookers were used to assemble the
bombs and they were planted to cause maximum devastation.
s YT & SR, WRR o § a9 ST 7Y 3R 38 Siftrepan fammsr & fae awman
T YTl

e The Congress-led Maharashtra government handed over the investigation to the
Anti-Terrorism Squad (ATS).

R TR #ERTY TR A S ATS & Iy < i

e 13 individuals were put on trial and 17 others, including Pakistani nationals, were

named in the ATS chargesheet.

13 ART TR GeheHT Iamr 77 3R 17 3=, 58 urfewarit Arie of =nfia 9, ATS
HToiie § Tifid fpe |

Why did the High Court set aside the convictions?
I AT A Tl &I | g, foar?

e The prosecution’s case was based on eyewitness testimonies, recovery of
explosives, and confessional statements.

SIS BT HTHAT IRHGIE TaTe!l, faepies| 1 SR 3R Terd saHl R
3T ATl
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e The High Court found the evidence fundamentally compromised, saying
confessions were taken through "barbaric and inhuman" torture, and eyewitness
accounts lacked credibility.

BIEPIC 7 T ! Gol ¥U A WiGT Urn, gl [ Haaw " 3R S|
I & TIRT forg 7T, SR IRuci TaTe! 3 ol o fyyrataar =gt ot

e Recovered materials were deemed “vulnerable to tampering” and thus

inadmissible.

TS I B “DSBTS P ATBT” & Il XIS HRR e T

Key Findings
Her

+ Unreliable eyewitnesses: The case relied on 8 eyewitnesses, including taxi
drivers and train passengers.
Jfaya-a Txudle: A 8 T=udlel W eTRd uT, fod TRt g1gaR ok 31 arht
RIEGRT

e Their testimonies were deemed “unsafe” due to delays and lack of corroboration
— most reported to police over 3 months later.
P M ) "SRRI [T a1 Fifes 378 331 3R gfY &t ot off — aifdrepizr 3
g1 & 3 UEH 916 g ¥ ¥uds |

e The taxi drivers remained silent for 4 months, making accurate identification
implausible.
TR SR 4 7R T YU B, RN G® UgH & SfAy=i q11 T4

o A sketch witness never testified in court or identified the accused.
TP WY TGI8 $I 7 1 farad § T/ T 3R A g IR &1 Uga™ Hrars TS|

e The test identification parades were invalid — the officer who conducted them,
Shri Barve, had no legal authority as his tenure ended a year earlier.

YA WS 3 UTE T8 — 3 gdIad &34 d1a ISR #ff IR &1 SrdeTd U
TS Ugd HTW & gl T
o Therefore, the identifications of three accused were ruled inadmissible.

zgfery, JiF SR &t ugar o SR 38 T |

Coerced confessions

1y fre U WeRife sa=

o The High Court held that the confessional statements of the 11 convicts were
inadmissible, citing grave violations of statutory safeguards.
I YT A WHT 6 11 QA & Werifea sa 3= §, S S gRan
IUTl BT TR STE g Tl

e Most notably, the Bench concluded that the confessions had been extracted
through torture.
fay =u §, fie A frewd fAreren i & sar aran & Wil forg e 3

e The judgment detailed chilling allegations by the accused, who described being
beaten with belts, legs forcibly stretched apart, subjected to electric shocks,
and deprived of sleep.
=9 01 7 SRIMYT R oITT 7T SRTa- SRIAT &1 faavur fan ma, fors i+ ®al
g;%aﬁﬁtﬂaw, I SR b 1Y, safdes Wie 2T Mg, ok g I 9Ra

T

e These accounts were corroborated by medical reports from King Edward
Memorial and Bhabha hospitals.

1 SaHI 31 gfY {1 veas auifega ik wrut sregaral &1 fafesear fRavef 3 g3
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e The prosecution’s case was further weakened by the striking similarity across the
confessions, even though they were recorded by different officers at different
times and locations.

SIS &l BT AT 3R HHSR o 1 i 31 §AT1 | dipT arelt JH=aTg
ff, Siafes 3 fafira siftreival gRT SremT-srert wag 3R Tl R gt fawan mar o

e The statements were found to be “verbatim”, including the phrasing of questions,
responses, and even grammatical errors, raising serious doubts about their
voluntariness.
3 991 P! RIGRT: (verbatim) T 74T, 58 ueil 5t HIaT, IWR iR Ugi & &
THRITE Fiear 1 Iam o, o 3@ WesT1 W 7R Heg S ol

e The court also found that key procedural safeguards were ignored.

3grad = g off gr fo Aeaqut ufsharared JR&m SURl B sFH! B TS|

e The accused were not informed of their right to legal counsel before their
statements were recorded.

RIUTT I T Gof B I Ugd S qovld DI AgTadl & MUDPR & a1 H A6
CLIRLRIR N

e There was neither certification of the language used nor any confirmation that
the confessions were read back and acknowledged by them.

TN 1 T3 HTHT T WHTUM 81 4T, 3R 9 81 59 91d &t giY <t i sa1 & uvgaw
AT 14T 3R SR 7 38 WeR fan

No ‘prior sanction’ under MCQCA
& dgd Jd Wipfa’ el

e« The High Court delivered a decisive blow to the prosecution by holding that the
invocation of MCOCA was unlawful.

gwﬁﬁuﬁaﬁu&faﬁmﬁ?wéﬁ@w%mmm%mm
o T |

e The statute requires “prior sanction” by a competent authority, a police officer not
below the rank of Deputy Inspector General, before it can be invoked.

FI P SER, T8 AN B I UeQ U e TG, ot b 3u g Hererte®
(DIG) ¥ =T &1 &1, &1 "ud Tipfa" maxa® ¢

o This is a crucial safeguard since the stringent anti-terror law reverses the burden
of proof allows prolonged detention, and dilutes evidentiary standards.

GRE&T R T8 T SIHAE-AN BT HIed BT R TAE

%.aT% wdt fevrad &1 &la"tri%fém% 3R H1&T ATD] B SR HaT g |

e The court found that the sanctioning officer had granted approval without
examining the necessary documents, some of which were submitted only after
the approval had been issued.

3feTad 3 g fr Tepfa 3 ara siftreT 7 srawae gwaas @1 wiw P famn
Wiefa T &, FE A 3o s Wipla F arg € WRd % 1T A

o “Mere reproduction of some expressions” used in definitions like ‘organised crime’,
‘continuing unlawful activities’ or ‘organised crime syndicate’ cannot meet the
legal requirements of MCOCA approval.

TS SURTer, TRAR st Tfafafar a1 wfed sroRty Rifgdre S el &1 Rk
QNG AHIPT ¥ IRl F BT STTTaHTS B qRT AE el

o The prosecution’s failure to call the sanctioning officer as a witness further
compounded the lapse.

o & Wpfa AfUeR I TaTe & ©u § U 7 H1 3 fawedar 3 Tadl &
IR TivfR a= femm
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The court concluded that without his testimony, the approval for invoking MCOCA
lacked legal validity.

SIETeTd 3 PP FTer b Rt Tt 3, epten o] H 9 < A B
mawqﬁzm

Destruction of evidence

Tgdi ®1 ¥ foar s

A key point of contention was the Call Detail Records (CDRs) of the accused.
fqare @1 te = fog SRl & Piat feea Rais (CDRs) 3|

Although the defence repeatedly sought access, the prosecution claimed the
records had been destroyed.

gIliier g9Td Uel 3 TR-9OR Rpis a@ ugd uift, sifire 2 %el i 3 Reis 19
X LM &

The court found this deeply troubling, noting that the CDRs were crucial for
establishing the accused’s whereabouts during alleged conspiracy meetings.
3T A 39 TR &9 & R U 3R &gl fd I CDRs IR 98®1 & SR
IR ot SufRufay wiftd #3 & g arcdd weeaquf 9

CDRs were also necessary for verifying or refuting claims of contact with
operatives in Pakistan.

CDRs &1 IUANT UTfbed | Sifurfesy & Jud & aral i giY a1 e FH & oy
ot afTa=ae ATl

The court concluded that the destruction of such potentially exculpatory
evidence appeared deliberate and amounted to suppression of material facts.
3farad A 1w Faman i 39 UeR & giea-wgasht guifad aqal &1 % far s
SIS 1 T 3R U8 Hedqul aui al UM & aRTaR 1|

This, the court held, cast serious doubts over the integrity of the investigation
and constituted a grave violation of the right to a fair trial.
3fGIAd - gl foh SO oirg @t Fregerar R 1R T STF gai 3R g8 =yt
FAaTs & IR HT1 7R Ieere ol
The judges also found serious lapses in the handling of physical evidence
aIIegedIy recovered

A e Hifaw T1ed o Tt § iR g o urg
These included items like RDX granules, detonators, pressure cookers, circuit
boards, hooks, and maps.
0 SARSITH B, ST, UIR FHR, Aihe 91, §F 3N TN i |
The prosecution failed to maintain a clear chain of custody and did not ensure
secure sealing before submission to the Forensic Science Laboratory.
SIS H1&d BT GRI& Yaar a1 3@+ | fawd a7 Sk wRibe g
AT &1 Wi ¥ Ugd GRfgra e gffaa =gt o)
This severely compromised the evidentiary value of these items.

T 3 g3l BT A1ed Hed TR & F gurfad gl

What did the Supreme Court say?
G| S A 7T FET?

On July 24, the Supreme Court stayed the High Court’s verdict, taking note of the
Maharashtra government’s concern.

24 JATE 31, WA B¢ A I AT & BHA TR AS A G, 3R AERIY TSR
Pt i R &= e
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The concern was that the ruling could have adverse implications for several
ongoing trials under MCOCA.

g foiaT Ui fob I8 Foia Aeptet & a8 s e Yo HPaH! UR Ufdkd THTE STef
TH g

However, a Bench of Justices M.M. Sundresh and N. Kotiswar Singh clarified that
the stay would not affect the release of the 12 accused, who had already walked
free following their acquittal.

BT, <ARfd TH.TH. a2 3R TH. SifeyR Rig @1 Wi 7 wy a1 s g Aw

gﬂgg@ﬁﬁﬁﬁsﬁﬁumﬁaﬂﬁﬁﬁ, ST 3g 78t g1 & a1g g #f R
I

The court also issued notice to all the former convicts on the State’s plea.

3fETAd - Ieg @1 grireT W Gt gd v &Y [ifes oft ot fasam
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How does the Indian harmonium
produce its lively music?

The sounds of an Indian harmonium seem ‘alive’ because the instrument doesn't run on the clinical power of electrical energy but on a human body

in motion. This may also explain why it became a staple of Indian classical, devotional, and folk music

S&T.

Vasudevan Mukunth

he Indian portable harmonium
is a close cousin of the larger
foot-pumped organs once

found in European churches
and homes. It’s a wooden box roughly the
size of a small suitcase. You sit on the
floor behind it and pump a pair of bellows
with one hand and play piano-like keys
with the other. All these instruments work
on the same simple idea: air is pushed
past metal strips called reeds; when they
vibrate, musical notes are created. The
sound of the harmonium has been a
staple of both Indian folk music and
mainstream cinema.

How does a harmonium use air?
A harmonium doesn’t have strings,
membranes or electronic circuits.
Instead, its ‘fuel’ is air in motion.

When the bellows attached to the
instrument are pulled open, they suck
some of the air in the room into their
folded chambers, funnelled through inlet
valves. When you push the bellows
closed, the air is squeezed forward into an
airtight wooden compartment that lies
directly under the harmonium keys.

Because the compartment’s walls don’t
move, the air pressure within rises above
normal atmospheric pressure by a small
amount, usually a few kilopascals. The

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road,

compartment also holds a slender
internal spring or a weighted flap that
helps maintain this pressure, even if you
don’t pump the bellows at a regular rate.
In fact, as long as you pump the
bellows every few seconds, the reeds will
feel enough pressure to make sounds.

How does a harmonium make sound?
The keyboard on top of the harmonium
resembles a piano in miniature. But
unlike in a piano, each key is only a lever.
If you press a key, its far end tilts upward
inside the box, lifting a pallet lined with
felt.

The pallet covers a hole that leads from
the pressurised wooden compartment to
a single metal reed. When the key is at
rest, the pallet closes the hole and no air
flows. When you press the key, the pallet
opens, allowing high-pressure air to rush
through the hole and towards the reed.

Most Indian harmoniums expose 1.5 to
3 reeds to each hole. A stop rod next to
the keyboard allows you to choose which
set of reeds, called a bank, is active at any
time. If you slide out one stop rod, an
extra airway opens so the same key can
expose a second bank that is tuned to one
octave higher or lower, creating a more
organ-like tone.

How does each reed operate?
Every reed is essentially a tongue of brass

or phosphor-bronze nailed on top of a
rectangular slot in a metal frame. When
air pressure rises on the front side, the
tongue bends slightly into the slot,
allowing a puff of air to slip past to the
rear. The same puff now exerts pressure
on the back side of the tongue, pushing it
forward again.

This rapid seesawing motion sets up a
vibration with a frequency of hundreds of
hertz for higher notes and around 100 Hz
for the lower ones.

The vibrating reed shreds the air
stream into pulses, which bounce around
inside the box before spreading into the
room as sound waves. Because the reed is
fixed at one end and free at the other, its
pitch depends mainly on its length,
thickness, and mass. The shorter or
thinner the reed, the higher its natural
frequency will be.

Unlike flutes or trumpets, the
harmonium’s reeds sit inside a wooden
cavity rather than an open pipe. As a
result, larger cavities produce lower notes
and vice versa. The wooden
compartment, the leather that makes the
bellows, and even the player’s lap all
absorb or reflect certain frequencies,
giving each instrument a unique timbre.

Because warmer air is less dense, reeds
in such an atmosphere will also have a
slightly higher pitch. Professional players
thus often carry small screwdrivers to
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tweak the reeds’ sounds before a
performance.

Why does the sound seem ‘alive’?
The harder you pump the bellows, the
louder the sounds will be. This is simply
because stronger pumping raises the
pressure in the compartment and moves
the reeds harder. Fluent players often use
quick pulses on the bellows to produce
sharp accents and ease off to create
graceful decrescendos. Many designs also
include a coupling lever that, when
engaged, connects a key to the key one
octave higher, so pressing a single note
automatically depresses its octave partner
without forcing the player’s fingers to
stretch. Second, because the reed’s
vibrations feed on the pumping, the
instrument can be made to respond to the
smallest motions. Players can brighten a
note by pumping in a short burst or stall it
to thin the note.

More fundamentally, the sounds of an
Indian harmonium seem ‘alive’ because
the instrument doesn’t run on the clinical
power of electrical energy but on a
human body in motion. This may also
explain why it became a staple of Indian
classical, devotional, and folk music,
including its willingness to accompany
singers outdoors, through power cuts,
and even play through the humid
MONSoons.

Gorakhpur
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How does the Indian harmonium produce its lively music?

YR gRATIH 3= shdd @afy $3 IUF HIdT 82

e The sounds of an Indian harmonium seem ‘alive’ because the instrument doesn’t
run on the clinical power of electrical energy but on a human body in motion.
YR gRATTIH $1 @@ Shida el ¢ Rl Jg arg 37 fagga St ot piHw
TifeT W e, e farfie ara IR W Iadr g

e This may also explain why it became a staple of Indian classical, devotional, and
folk music.

T HRUI 81 Tohdl & o T8 HIRATT IR, HiTaquf, 3iR e T o1 T g7 3
& T

The Indian Portable Harmonium

YRA Nidga gRAATH

e The Indian portable harmonium is a close cousin of the larger foot-pumped organs
once found in European churches and homes.

YR GIead gRATTH 3 58 TR A TAE oA a1ad 3T o1 el Redar g, S
Ft RIdRT ==t SR wRi & g7 S 3|

e It's a wooden box roughly the size of a small suitcase.
I8 TS AP sl &1 ST gia ¢, @1 3THR T Bie Gebw a1 I 8

e You sit on the floor behind it and pump a pair of bellows with one hand and play
piano-like keys with the other.

310 39 Uid B WR 934 8, T 1Y J Jeiiel (§aT U aTell T) Telldl @ IR gaR
1Y T g St =nfaai soma 2

¢ All these instruments work on the same simple idea: air is pushed past metal strips
called reeds; when they vibrate, musical notes are created.
g 1 AT 39 T B WA NG TR B I & 891 I Agd A1 YTg &1 ufgai &
SR Y ORI ST §; O d YT I &, d T P IR AT 81 o

e The sound of the harmonium has been a staple of both Indian folk music and
mainstream cinema.

BERAFTH B A URAR A1 I 3R GRIYRT & REAW SHI 31 06 =T
fayar 3 81

How does a harmonium use air?

BRAYA a1 BT SUUNT B HIdT 872

e A harmonium doesn’t havs strings, membranes or electronic circuits.
RATH & ar, f3femal o1 e e afdbe 76 ga €

e Instead, its ‘fuel’ is air in motion.
g% T, 36T SU © Tfa=iie garl

¢ When the bellows attached to the instrument are pulled open, they suck some of the
air in the room into their folded chambers, funnelled through inlet valves.
S a1 39§ S daI DI Wil ol 8, df d HIR B $S ga1 DI 30 G §U He &
Hig dd 8, S gTele aTed & ATeOH J 3feR Sl 2

e When you push the bellows closed, the air is squeezed forward into an airtight
wooden compartment that lies directly under the harmonium keys.
S 3T IS P 8¢ B @, a1 a1 DI M B 3R TP §AGR APhS! &b H& H <o
ST 8, Sl gRATH ot Aifedl & Sl A fRua g1 g

e Because the compartment’s walls don’t move, the air pressure within rises above
normal atmospheric pressure by a small amount, usually a few kilopascals.
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Hifh 3T FH&f B <R o] foah, T ITH 54T BT gaTd T IHSA Gard o
UIST 9 ST §, 3THAR R B fPauReed ab |

The compartment also holds a slender internal spring or a weighted flap that helps
maintain this pressure, even if you don’t pump the bellows at a regular rate.

39 F& H TP yadn SAiaie BT a1 URged vy Hi 81d1 ¢, S 39 ga1d &I 941G
TG T Aeg HRdl g, ¥ 8 30 s Bl fFafia U 3 7 gam|

In fact, as long as you pump the bellows every few seconds, the reeds will feel
enough pressure to make sounds.

IRAd H, T9 dd 31U gX TS Ghs H adlel gad 51, 59 o a= Sud de &
fore vt gara firear @I

How does a harmonium make sound?

FRATTH @y $A IUH HIaT1 8?2

The keyboard on top of the harmonium resembles a piano in miniature.
& SR B BlES U aY fUar oRkft e g
But unlike in a piano, each key is only a lever.

<fep o & faudid, ude ot Sad Te dtaR 8idl 8|

If you press a key, its far end tilts upward inside the box, lifting a pallet lined with
felt.

S 3Y TP DI GaTd &, Al SUBT g BT RRT ST & 3R HUR IadT g, o e A
@ e W Il B

The pallet covers a hole that leads from the pressurised wooden compartment to
a single metal reed.

J% Udic U B¢ DI ehdl g ol Galagdd Ah Sl & H&f U UD Thd UTg Bl s o
3R ST B

When the key is at rest, the pallet closes the hole and no air flows.

e Pt gaTs et o, A dic B¢ P ag BRIl ¢ 3R IS gaT ) agdl|

When you press the key, the pallet opens, allowing high-pressure air to rush
through the hole and towards the reed.

IS 3T P gEa §, o Aol gard 8, Rd S=-gard arelt gaT1 3¢ J gl s @l
3R STt B

Most Indian harmoniums expose 1.5 to 3 reeds to each hole.

SHRABTY R FRATH H 8% ¢ & o€ 1.5 9 3 A Bl Bl

A stop rod next to the keyboard allows you to choose which set of reeds, called a
bank, is active at any time.

Fiare & U fRUT U WY IS MUD! Tg I 1 AN odl & [ S a1 g &1
¥ ol 9% F5d &, Tlehd BTl

If you slide out one stop rod, an extra airway opens so the same key can expose a
second bank that is tuned to one octave higher or lower, creating a more organ-
like tone.

Ife; 3T T Wi S Wied §, N U rfafvad wora gad! 8, B 98t &1 0 g
?ﬁaﬁw?m?ﬁ%@wwwmﬁaﬁm%aﬁwgwﬁﬁﬁ
CEIGI]

How does each reed operate?

Td® IS 4 BTH P! 872

Every reed is essentially a tongue of brass or phosphor-bronze nailed on top of a
rectangular slot in a metal frame.
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T $t Herd: didae a1 BTewR-si-s B T Udell Ul gt & B urd e H a1
HIATPR Tl TR Bl o1l 5|

When air pressure rises on the front side, the tongue bends slightly into the slot,
allowing a puff of air to slip past to the rear.

OId HIHA B 31X 919 Ga1G 9641 3, dl 96 Ug! ISt gad! g, o §a1 91 TP PR
H& &1 ok fFed At 8|

The same puff now exerts pressure on the back side of the tongue, pushing it
forward again.

I8! 891 B! BER 3« Ug! & NiY & B W gama siad! 8, SR 98 e @ om #1
3R goelt 2|

This rapid seesawing motion sets up a vibration with a frequency of hundreds of
hertz for higher notes and around 100 Hz for the lower ones.
u’s’ﬂ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁaﬁwwﬁrﬁﬁﬁéﬁ (3 TR & forg) 3R AT 100 Hz (FT
Wi & o10) 3 Hu= Sgha SIS It 5|

The vibrating reed shreds the air stream into pulses, which bounce around inside
the box before spreading into the room as sound waves.

P Pl TS 591 D! tafy a0 A IaHR U | §ic <ol 8, off Ugd §iay & e
Tt @ 3R fhR R # eafey ¥l & =u § o ot 31

Because the reed is fixed at one end and free at the other, its pitch depends
mainly on its length, thickness, and mass.

fr T e R W fRR Bt § iR 1 AT gat, gwfore Suet fg e &9 9
ID! T, HeTs, 3R UR W Rk St 81
The shorter or thinner the reed, the higher its natural frequency will be.

$re frait B a1 yaeht erf, S9! urpfae gy Ia- € siftre grft

Unlike flutes or trumpets, the harmonium’s reeds sit inside a wooden cavity rather
than an open pipe.

g a1 R & fudia, srAan @1 $59 te aedl B Er d Ra g €, ga
uTgyq ¥ ol |

As a result, larger cavities produce lower notes and vice versa.

=T UROTH T8 21T & b S< ETE e qR ST Feel & 3R 39T oot R e B

The wooden compartment, the leather that makes the bellows, and even the
player’s lap all absorb or reflect certain frequencies, giving each instrument a
unique timbre.

ERAMTGH &1 AP BT (ST, BH- § o THST, 3R i I [ arge 3t Mg off
éw?ﬁ%nqﬁu’rﬁamﬁﬁamwﬁaaﬂﬁ% o gR SRAIaH &T @y fafkre
|

Because warmer air is less dense, reeds in such an atmosphere will also have a
sllghtly higher pitch.

; T gaT HU T gId €, Ui T TRy J 59 &1 fura 4t siftre g ot
|

Professional players thus often carry small screwdrivers to tweak the reeds’
sounds before a performance.

TIRTT IR T SRR BIE TRSIFAR 1Y W § i U= ¥ Ugat $gd o1 eafy
DI FHIAIRIG B G |

Why does the sound seem ‘alive’?

Wy sfida Faf Tt 82

The harder you pump the bellows, the louder the sounds will be.

3y fSrT OiR F Gepeit 1 U S, afy Ia-it g1 at gt
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This is simply because stronger pumping raises the pressure in the compartment
and moves the reeds harder.

?W@W%ﬂ%ﬁ?ﬁwwﬁmm%aﬁvmmmm
|

Fluent players often use quick pulses on the bellows to produce sharp accents
and ease off to create graceful decrescendos.

FIA AGH HRR FH-l TR A YaP ARG I STRUT ST HRd § 3R X FR-
?ﬂ%az-cﬁﬁaﬁaﬂﬁ%l

Many designs also include a coupling lever that, when engaged, connects a key to
the key one octave higher, so pressing a single note automatically depresses its
octave partner without forcing the player’s fingers to stretch.

% TSl & U HUfeRT e 811 ¢ Sl Uh &1 &l 3UP TP TP SHUR Bl Bl A
WS T 8, o U Aie gam R SUST Wwed WY 3u 3y g« wirar €, fom Sferat
% e

Second, because the reed’s vibrations feed on the pumping, the instrument can
be made to respond to the smallest motions.

G, T T Ft U T R 1R Fxet g, a9 93 31 984 i igal i)
W wfafrar 37 3 fore s9man o 9w |

Players can brighten a note by pumping in a short burst or stall it to thin the note.
JeH U BIET a9 Td ARG R B ol S Jobd & a1 T Ghdy I gaell ax
T&d g

More fundamentally, the sounds of an Indian harmonium seem ‘alive’ because the
instrument doesn’t run on the clinical power of electrical energy but on a human
body in motlon

q U §, HRA gRATaH &t @iy Side il 8 wife a8 fiega afea R &
et WTE TR & TRy R PR exar 2

This may also explain why it became a staple of Indian classical, devotional, and
folk music, including its willingness to accompany singers outdoors, through
power cuts, and even play through the humid monsoons.

gl HRUT 1 Yl § 1o I8 YR ARG, Hidd, 3R At wifia &1 fgwn o=
ﬁ?ﬁﬁ%ﬁ,ﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁ,ﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁqﬁ@mﬁﬁ
o Teball g
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‘New GDP series to be
released on Feb. 27,
ITIP and CPI to follow’

Apart from theqe update%, MoSPl is also launching two surveys to «;tudv

NEW DELHI

he next few years
T will see a flurry of
activity for the Mi-

nistry of Statistics and Pro-
gramme Implementation
(MoSPI), with several up-
dated series of data — such
as for Gross Domestic Pro-
duct (GDP), Index of Indus-
trial Production (IIP), and
Consumer Price Index
(CPI) — set to be released
next year, said MoSPI Se-
cretary Saurabh Garg.

Apart from these up-
dates, MoSPI is also in the
process of launching two
new surveys, both aimed
at measuring how and how
much Indian households
spend on travel and tou-
rism, apart from an annual
survey of service sector en-
terprises, which would
provide granular data on
the incorporated services
sector in India, Mr. Garg
told The Hindu in an
interview.

The new GDP series
with a base year of 202223
— updated from the pre-
vious base year of 2011-12 —
will be released on Febru-
ary 27, 2026.

The new IIP series, also
with an updated base year
of 2022-23, will be released
April 2026 onwards, and
the new Consumer Price
Index updated to a base
year of 2024 will be re-
leased in the first quarter
of the next financial year,

Mr. Garg added. The 1P
currently has a base year of
2011-12 and the CPI of 2012.

Further, the next House-
hold Consumption Expen-
diture Survey (HCES) will
be held in 2027-28, and will
now be held every three
years instead of the earlier
five-year interval.

Tourism mapping
“MoSPI has launched two
new surveys — the National
Household Travel Survey
(NHTS) and Domestic Tou-
rism Expenditure Survey
(DTES) - in July 2025 Mr.
Garg said.

The purpose of the
NHTS is to assess the spa-
tial origin-destination ma-
trix for different transpor-
tation modes and factors
that influence the mode,
destination choice, and the
price elasticity of travel de-
mand by mode.

The DTES, on the other
hand, will capture details
such as expenditure on
tourism, purpose of the
trip, mode of transport, ac-
commodation used during
the trip, final destination

For the new CPI
Q series, MoSPl is
expanding its approach
by exploring alternative
data sources such as
online platforms for
airfare, rail fare

SAURAEH GARG,
Secretary, MoSPI

within the country, use of
various  tourism-specific
products and services for
the trip, etc.

For the new CPI series,
MoSPI is expanding its ap-
proach by exploring alter-
native data sources such as
online platforms for air-
fare, rail fare, over-the-top
(OTT) platforms and admi-
nistrative records for price
data of petrol, diesel and
LPG, he added.

In addition, he said
MoSPI is also exploring the
use of scanner data and
web scraping to enhance
the accuracy, efficiency
and comprehensiveness of
price data collection.

“The possibility of col-
lecting price data from e-
commerce websites is also
being considered,” he
added.

From January 2026,
MosSPI is planning to start
the Annual Survey of Ser-
vice Sector Enterprises
(ASSSE), which would
measure the formal servic-
es sector along the lines of
the Annual Survey of
Industries.

‘New GDP series to be
released on Feb. 27,lIP and
CPI to follow’

T SIISIUl Y27 WRas!
&I SRI P STEH, 9P &7
ferg wmay

Upcoming Statistical Updates and
Surveys by MoSPI

STTHT Fif TP U2 3R A& -
MoSPI gRT

o The next few years will see a flurry
of activity for the Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation (MoSPI), with
several updated series of data — such as
for Gross Domestic Product (GDP), Index
of Industrial Production (lIP), and
Consumer Price Index (CPI) — set to be
released next year, said MoSPI Secretary
Saurabh Garg.

3T $© a9 Hiferst ik drdea
PTaaa- HATAT (MoSPI) & forT STt
Sfspgren et g1, S 6P, IIP 3R CPI S
P 3T Y aﬁﬁarq%‘dﬁmm S
amﬁatfmﬁaﬁmmﬂ,ﬁmmspmﬁa

ARY T A Fa0

e Apart from these updates, MoSPI is
also in the process of launching two new
surveys, both aimed at measuring how and
how much Indian households spend on
travel and tourism, apart from an annual
survey of service sector enterprises,
which would provide granular data on the
incorporated services sector in India, Mr.
Garg told The Hindu in an interview.

S 3USCH & 3{lal, MoSPI &Y AT A&V IR B &I Uieha1 & §, 5l I8 AU &

fore & i Uit ufvaR amam o et wR foram iR &d & d §, 39 Sfaman
JaT & P SH13UI T TP AT FI&H0T Hf = 81T, off WRE | Sfiu=niye Jar &=
TR J&H 3T UeH ST, N W A 7 /FgH! U TeThR H S|

GDP, IIP, and CPI Series Updates
GDP, IIP 3R CPI §&@T ¥ U<

The new GDP series with a base year of 2022-23 — updated from the previous
base year of 2011-12 — will be released on February 27, 2026.
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GDP 31 98 4G BT SMTUR T 2022-23 TR — Sl U5 & 2011-12 F 30SC BT
T § — 3R I8 27 BRa, 2026 B ART B S0 |

e The new IIP series, also with an updated base year of 2022-23, will be released
April 2026 onwards.
1P FY 9% gzaar o 2022-23 H MYR T AR 18 T8 7, 3R I8 3ie 2026 I
WY Bt ST

e The new Consumer Price Index (CPI) updated to a base year of 2024 will be
released in the first quarter of the next financial year, Mr. Garg added.

CPI 31 7S gdT, forieT YR a9 2024 81T, 31 3FTet faxita 9 @1 uge fawmst
H WY foran saem, $f T A Tl

e ThellP currently has a base year of 2011-12 and the CPI of 2012.
I H 1P BT 3MYR 99 2011-12 B 3{R CPI BT 20121

Household Consumption Expenditure Survey (HCES)
T SUHNT T Fd&T (HCES)

e The next HCES will be held in 2027-28, and will now be held every three years
instead of the earlier five-year interval.

3MTAT HCES HA&IuT 2027-28 A SMANfrd fobam e, 3iR 3rd I8 g¥ 9 auf &
M fomaT SITET, Ugs gg gX U a9 | gidT ATl

Tourism Mapping
G|

e “MoSPI has launched two new surveys — the National Household Travel Survey
(NHTS) and Domestic Tourism Expenditure Survey (DTES) — in July 2025,” Mr.
Garg said.

“MoSP!I - &I T HA&IUT — TPTT v ATAT TA&IUT (NHTS) 3R T udfed a4
HI&I0T (DTES) — SelTS 2025 H Y= fU 3, &t 717l = en

e The purpose of the NHTS is to assess the spatial origin-destination matrix for
different transportation modes and factors that influence the mode, destination
choice, and the price elasticity of travel demand by mode.

NHTsmmﬁwmmm%mmwﬁrmﬁﬁwm
Teieh BT & 3R T8 o1 § [ DIF ¥ SRS HIHH, Tqed aa+1, 3R a1 HiTl B
e AEra &I guIfad $Rd & |

o The DTES, on the other hand, will capture details such as expenditure on tourism,
purpose of the trip, mode of transport, accommodation used, final destination,
and tourism-specific products and services used during the trip.

T 3R, DTES # Uded WR @, AT $T S&]4, URag &1 A1eqd, UaT &1
HRIT, 3o Taed, 3R I b TR ITNT HT T whe-fIfry Sarg ok damg
SIRf SIFBTRET gt Bt ST |

Data Sources for New CPI
“The possibility of collecting price data from e-commerce websites is also being
considered,” he added.

IB1 Bgl, S-HIA A9Age! T Yo ST TUE ! I R i fFaR fpar smer g1

Annual Survey of Service Sector Enterprises (ASSSE)

AT &7 P BTN BT qIfeh TI&IUT (ASSSE)

e From January 2026, MoSPI is planning to start the Annual Survey of Service
Sector Enterprises (ASSSE), which would measure the formal services sector
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along the lines of the Annual Survey of Industries.

Sa3Y 2026 |, MoSPI TdT &F B SHT3AI BT ATIYH HAEIUT (ASSSE) T T Bl
TISHT &1 38T 8, St 1o ST [T Bt oot TR Su=rie Jar &1 o /|

On day one, NSDL IPO
sees strong demand
from employees

The Hindu Bureau
MUMEBAI

On the first day of NSDL
IPO’s bidding, employees
demanded the most of the
quota of shares allocated
for them while qualified in-
stitutional buyers (QIB)
showed tepid demand.
The listing-bound de-
pository demanded 3.68
times the 85,000 shares
that were reserved for bid-
ding for employees of
NSDL. QIBs demanded just
0.84 times the allocated
one crore shares. Retail in-
vestors, however, dis-

Retail investors bid

1.87 times the shares
earmarked for them;
QIBs remained tepid

played enthusiasm, bid-
ding 1.87 times the shares
earmarked for them. The
only other category that
had demand stronger than
that of employee reserva-
tion was the sub category
of non institutional inves-
tors whose bid amount was
between %2 lakh and %10
lakh, which was 3.97 times
the number of shares they
were allowed to bid.

On day one, NSDL IPOsees
strong demand from
employees

Ugd g fod, Teadia
m@nﬁﬂ%&hﬁmﬁﬁﬁ

SaRGE HIT ¢@+ &I fie

NSDL IPO Bidding — Day 1 Overview

NSDL 3syten aielt - uga faq &1
qAIH

e On the first day of NSDL IPO’s
bidding, employees demanded the most of
the quota of shares allocated for them
while qualified institutional buyers (QIB)
showed tepid demand.

NSDL 3feutell ot aiell & Uga fe,
FHHAIRG] 7 37 U smafed IR Pic
@R (QIB) A FHSIR Hif g |

e The listing-bound depository
demanded 3.68 times the 85,000 shares
that were reserved for bidding for
employees of NSDL.

fafe &t 3R §¢ a1 feuriorest 3 NSDL & el & foru 3iRfér 85,000 TaRY &1
3.68 T[T Tl D |

e QIBs demanded just 0.84 times the allocated one crore shares.
QIBs - 3dfed TH RIS WARI &1 dhad 0.84 AT AN B |

e Retail investors, however, displayed enthusiasm, bidding 1.87 times the shares
earmarked for them.

grdifop, fvea =l = Ixag faaman iR 391as forg feffia R &t 1.87 AT Sk

M|

e The only other category that had demand stronger than that of employee
reservation was the sub category of non-institutional investors whose bid
amount was between %2 lakh and ¥10 lakh, which was 3.97 times the number of
shares they were allowed to bid.
HHAR AREVT T 31 AT arell THATT 3= Fuf} off AR-TRINTT Fawe! 31 3u-
uft, foTaT aielt MR T2 TG A 210 TR & o7 o, forgan! AT 3.97 AT 24 foraq
TR I8 Sl T DI SR ot
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SIDBI survey shows
improving MSME
capac1ty utlhsatlon

..........................

The Hindu Bureau
COIMBATORE

Majority of the Micro,
Small and Medium-scale
Enterprises (MSMEs ) in
the manufacturing and ser-
vice sectors have seen an
improvement in capacity
utilisation in the first quar-
ter of 2025-2026 compared
with the previous quarter.
According to the third
edition of the “MSME Out-
look Survey” released by
the Small Industries Deve-
lopment Bank of India
(SIDBI) on Wednesday cap-
turing the perspectives of
1,200 MSMEs operating
across manufacturing, ser-
vices, and trading sectors,
nearly a fifth of the respon-
dents reported above nor-

P! “THTHEAS

Access to finance also
improved, the survey showed.

mal capacity utilisation le-
vel for both manufacturing
and services enterprises.

This momentum is ex-
pected to continue, with
nearly 29% of respondents
projecting an increase in
capacity utilisation in the
next year, according to the
SIDBI survey.

SIDBI survey shows improving
MSMEcapacity utilisation

Rrsdt wder § var aaar 8
fpuHTgEHs @t &Har SuAhT A
JUR B TET 8

Improved Capacity Utilisation by MSMEs in Q1
2025-26

2025-26 P Ugal faHTEl § THUHTHS gRT S8R
ST SUANT

o Majority of the Micro, Small and Medium-
scale Enterprises (MSMESs) in the manufacturing
and service sectors have seen an improvement in
capacity utilisation in the first quarter of 2025-2026
compared W|th the previous quarter.

3R HaT &= § Sifenier ged, oy 3R
T ITT (MSMEs) 1 2025-26 Bt Ugd! fautel o
o faurdl 3t g & ermar SuahT & gUR <@ 3|

e According to the third edition of the “MSME
Outlook Survey” released by the Small Industries
Development Bank of India (SIDBI) on Wednesday,
capturing the perspectives of 1,200 MSMEs operating
across manufacturing, services, and trading
sectors,

Wﬁaﬁm—cﬁuagazﬂﬂﬁwmaw(smsl)

Hﬁ”ﬁ?ﬂﬂ'&ﬁ%&ﬂﬂﬂ foree =gy, Tar ok

TSI
of & &t o HRRd 1,200 MSMEs &1 X1 RN g,

o nearly a fifth of the respondents reported above normal capacity utilisation level
for both manufacturing and services enterprises.

T 9Tl YT IaRerarsi 3

&ITT SUART &1 a1 ot

e This momentum is expected to continue, with nearly 29% of respondents projecting
an increase in capacity utilisation in the next year, according to the SIDBI survey.
g T STRY X§ BT JUTGHT &, Tl SIDBI HIAGUT & 3R THTHT 29% IARGICT
ST 9 & et UM A g H1 3H TR ]

3R AT I & T 4§ 3w
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