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Canada to recognise Palestinian
state,announces PM Mark
Carney

ST fthfered= g &1
HI=IT SMMULYTIH |1 ST 3
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Canada’s Recognition of the State of Palestine

fpfered= Ia B HATST gRT AT

OTTAWA

Canada to recognise Palestinian
state, announces PM Mark Carney

« Canada plans to recognise the State of

Palestine at the UN General Assembly in

September, Prime Minister Mark Carney

announced on Wednesday, following similar

moves by France and the U.K.

H1ST  RydeR H Hger Y AeTHHT A

fﬁ?ﬁlﬁﬁqwﬁwgaﬁlﬂwaﬂﬁ%

P! G0 TETHA | BT A §UTR B D1,
g f1ola wiw SIR farest &1 9@ Ul & a1 foran |

o Canada’s recognition is contingent on Palestinian Authority reforms, general
elections in 2026, and no Hamas involvement.

HIST &1 AT fsferediit wiffresor & JuryY, 2026 ® 3mH FATE, 3R g9 B
yrfigf T g w Ak 1

‘Lebanese President tells Hezbollah
to give up arms as U.S. pressure rises

B aRsessseseaassdRE S Ea R

A E’PC S E REUTERS

Canada plans to recognise the State of Palestine at the UN General
Assembly in September, Prime Minister Mark Carney announced on
Wednesday, following similar moves by France and the U.K.
Canada’s recognition is contingent on Palestinian Authority reforms,
general elections in 2026, and no Hamas involvement. REUTERS

PCS :
Associated Press giving up the group’s re-
BEIRUT maining arsenal until Israel
withdraws from all of Leba-
Lebanese President Joseph non and stops its strikes.

Aoun reiterated calls for
the militant group Hezbol-
lah to give up its weapons,
a day after the group’s
chief doubled down on its
refusal to disarm.

Mr. Aoun’s comments
on Thursday during a
speech marking Army Day
in Lebanon came as pres-
sure increases from Wash-
ington to disarm Hezbol-
lah.

The U.S. presented Le-
banon with “draft ideas to
which we have made fun-
damental amendments
that will be presented to
the Cabinet early next
week,” Mr. Aoun said. “Un-
der the Lebanese propo-
sal, there would be an “im-
mediate cessation of Israeli
hostilities” in Lebanon. in-
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Lebanon’s President Joseph Aoun delivering a speech to mark Army
Day at the Ministry of Defence in Yarze on Thursday. AFp

cluding air strikes and tar-
geted killing, a full withdra-
wal of Israeli forces from
southern Lebanon and the
release of Lebanese pri-
soners held in Israel,” Mr.
Aoun said.

Lebanon, for its part,
would implement the
“withdrawal of the wea-
pons of all armed forces,
including Hezbollah. and

their surrender to the Le-
banese Army,” he said.

‘Part of strength’
The comments came after
a speech on Wednesday by
Hezbollah leader Naim
Kassem that called the
group’s weapons “part of
Lebanon’s strength”.
Hezbollah officials have
said thev will not discuss
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Mr. Aoun said Leba-
non’s proposal also calls
for international donors to
contribute $1 billion an-
nually for 10 years to beef
up the Lebanese army’s
capabilities and for an in-
ternational donor confe-
rence to raise funds in the
fall for reconstruction of
Lebanese areas damaged
and destroyed during last
year’s war between Israel
and Hezbollah.

The war nominally end-
ed with a U.S.-brokered
ceasefire in November call-
ing for Hezbollah and Is-
raeli forces to withdraw
from the area south of the
Litani River in Lebanon,
which would be patrolled
by a beefed-up Lebanese
army.
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Lebanese President tells Hezbollah to give up arms as U.S.
pressure rises

Qe Igufa A fsgears 9 Ferfe smite! o g1 W)
AR TS §

Calls for Hezbollah Disarmament in Lebanon

a9 ¥ fegede & R S &t 7imT

e Lebanese President Joseph Aoun reiterated calls for the militant group Hezbollah to
give up its weapons, a day after the group’s chief doubled down on its refusal to
disarm.

ERI! SR 319 3 I7are! 9ig fRvgere ¥ 3o gRuR BlsH @i erfiel
AERIES THE & UHE 7 T 3 Ugd PRS0 A S8R ! i A e 4T

e Mr. Aoun’s comments on Thursday during a speech marking Army Day in Lebanon
came as pressure increased from Washington to disarm Hezbollah.

TFAR &1 AG & JAT faad W U0 & SR 4 o 31 g fewoft fisgeams &t
R o3 & forg aiived & vgd gama & o9 eS|

e The US. presented Lebanon with “draft ideas to which we have made fundamental
amendments that will be presented to the Cabinet early next week,” Mr. Aoun said.

st 39 A a1 [ 3R 3 e B "URRAIS TR f, o 599 gayg
TR 5T g 3R S8 3RTal Awelie @ Jresima %ﬁ ORI T ST |

e “Under the Lebanese proposal, there would be an immediate cessation of Israeli
hostilities in Lebanon, including air strikes and targeted killing, a full withdrawal
of Israeli forces from southern Lebanon and the release of Lebanese prisoners held
in Israel,” Mr. Aoun said.
%ﬁaﬁqﬁwﬁs WS URATa” & d8d AaH H SRl SAThTHEH AT BT gid 3id,
forad gats gaa SR aféra gen, gl dew & soRTae aaf @t qof arRl ¢k
IoRTA # d¢ A1 Hfeal B f¥grg a8

e Lebanon, for its part, would implement the "withdrawal of the weapons of all
armed forces, including Hezbollah, and their surrender to the Lebanese Army,”
he said.
35 Pgl o e 3ot 3R I it Tt aa, ford feegeee W wfi e, &
TRART B IR 3R I8 AT BT Y "= T A

‘Part of strength’ Statement by Hezbollah

fRegeTe gr1 ‘wifeh &1 =T aren sa=

e The comments came after a speech on Wednesday by Hezbollah leader Naim
Kassem that called the group’s weapons “part of Lebanon’s strength”.
g5 ol gUaR &1 feogees Ad A5H BIRTH & UVl 6 16 3175, o 514 91
& BRIGRI I AT B dTebd o1 foxar sar|

e Hezbollah officials have said they will not discuss giving up the group’s remaining
arsenal until Israel withdraws from all of Lebanon and stops its strikes.

fEsseaTg il 3 %8l ] & wa do soRad T3t av8 | A= ¥ §id 7 gear
3R gl B! 81 T, 3 U BRIAR Big R =T T8 Bl |
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Lebanon’s Proposal and International Support

AT BT Y14 3R Sfaergig wad=

e Mr. Aoun said Lebanon’s proposal also calls for international donors to contribute
$1 billion annually for 10 years to beef up the Lebanese army’s capabilities.

ot o 7 Fe1 b AT & URaa & 75 i 2 © o SiaTsta grarsii o1 10 auf &
guﬁraﬁmﬁﬁﬂqwuﬁwhaﬁnaﬁmﬁmaﬁmmm
|

e He also proposed an international donor conference to raise funds in the fall for
reconstruction of Lebanese areas damaged and destroyed during last year’s war
between Israel and Hezbollah.

3511 I8 I UdTa 3@ fob TRE B H T ST 1 F¥Aa 3rgiford fobar oy
e froe af soRmad 3k fRsgeme & g o afawrd deam! 8= & gaHain &
7T & Seran o ab |

Ceasefire Agreement Background

TedfaR T ot ygyfa

e The war nominally ended with a U.S.-brokered ceasefire in November, calling for
Hezbollah and Israeli forces to withdraw from the area south of the Litani River
in Lebanon, which would be patrolled by a beefed-up Lebanese army.

Ig g5 HIUAIR® T4 I AdaR § ARSI gRT AR foT 7T Hadfar™ & 9
T g o, o fRcgeeie 3k SoRTae el &t a9 & firert Adt & faof

?ﬁaﬁmmw&n@q%mwmeﬁ?aﬁmmﬁmmwaﬁwﬁ
|

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper I: History, Society and Geography)

1. Global power grid expansion fuels copper demand surge
dffe fasrent Rrs favarR @id &t 9T # g oY ggrar garz
2. Russia says it has seizedChashiv Yar,after 16 months of
fierce fighting
9 BT He-T & [ 367 16 TEH P HSl deE & a1
IRIG IR IR Hoal H T 8
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Global power
grid expansion
fuels copper
demand surge

On leash: Supply from producers such as Chile, DR Congo
is constrained by lack of investment in new mines .REUTERS

Reand Resources

Copper demand is rising faster than the industry
anticipated, driven by billions of dollars being
invested worldwide to modernise and expand
power grids for the digital and clean energy
revolutions that need vast amounts of electricity.
Meanwhile, supply from major producers
including Chile and the Democratic Republic of
Congo is constrained by a lack of investment in
new mines, setting the stage for a prolonged
period of high prices. Some analysts predict
copper prices will hit records above $12,000 a
ton before the end of the decade, an increase of
23% from current levels around $9,700 a ton.
Consumers are exploring alternatives, but
copper’s superior conductivity, durability, and
versatility has made it hard to replace. Grid
investment alone is forecast to top $400 billion
this year, as per International Energy Agency.

Massively underestimated

“Copper is often a massively underestimated part
of grid infrastructure. People recognise the need
to expand the grid, but often misjudge the sheer
volume of copper this will require,” said Michael
Finch, head of strategic initiatives at consultancy
Benchmark Mineral Intelligence (BMI), pointing
to investment needed in the U.S., the U.K. and
China in particular. BMI expects copper demand
for upgrading power generation and transmission
networks globally to rise to 14.87 million metric
tonne by 2030 up from 12.52 million tonne this
year, in new figures given to Reuters.

Bank of America analyst Michael Widmer
expects global copper demand to increase 10% to
30.32 million tonne by 2030 from this year.
Widmer expects the global copper market deficit
to reach 1.84 million tonne in 2030.

The need for resilient grids is particularly
acute in regions of rapid growth of data centres
powering artificial intelligence and machine
learning. “Artificial Intelligence and machine
learning data centres need bigger, better, faster
computing,” and that means more power, said
Peter Charland, Global Information and
Communications Technology Leader at AECOM,
a global infrastructure consulting company.

Consultancy CRU told Reuters it expects
copper demand from data centres to reach
260,000 tonne this year, up from 78,000 tonne
in 2020 and exceeding 6,50,000 tonne by 2030.

“Electricity grid infrastructure is a bottleneck
and not limited to data centre application. It
extends to onshore and offshore wind power,
solar and electric vehicles,” said Egest Balla, wire
and cable research analyst at consultancy CRU.

Electric vehicles also require significantly more
copper than traditional internal combustion
engine vehicles. BMI forecasts copper demand
for electric vehicles will jump to 2.2 million tonne
in 2030, compared with 1.2 million tonne in 2025.

“We are moving from copper demand that was
cyclical to demand that is more structural,” said
Maria Cristina Bifulco, chief investor relations
and sustainability officer at Italian cable producer
Prysmian, the world’s largest copper buyer.
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Global power grid expansion fuels copper demand surge

Ay faorelt e fawar aid &Y 7 o gfg ®) SeraTear e

Copper Demand Surge and Supply Challenges

die @t 9T & gfg 3nv smyfd &t

e Copper demand is rising faster than the industry anticipated, driven by billions of
dollars being invested worldwide to modernise and expand power grids for the
digital and clean energy revolutions that need vast amounts of electricity.

die 1 AT ST Y A& A dell | §¢ W1 ©, Forgep! R & fb gfar wr # fafera=t
iR &1 o feforea ok W= Sl wifadl & forg ureR fre & sy 991 iR
fAR e H foba o1 @1 &, oo fore gt wra & forsredt ot szl gl o

e Meanwhile, supply from major producers including Chile and the Democratic
Republic of Congo is constrained by a lack of investment in new mines, setting the
stage for a prolonged period of high prices.

29 o, frelt SR i Apai® TURTST S UW IdTed! § 3TYfd 75 a1 o
?ﬁmﬁmﬁ%waﬁ%%‘rﬁ% e dd T a@ Sl Hrdi ot (R 51 33
I
e Some analysts predict copper prices will hit records above $12,000 a ton before the
end of the decade, an increase of 23% from current levels around $9,700 a ton.

$S faT®! o1 A § b T® & 3id Y Uga did HI HIAd $12,000 Ui e &
gﬁ?%ﬁaﬁ%wuwgaﬂﬁﬁ%, S IHA T TTHT $9,700 Ui e T 23% 3w
I

o Consumers are exploring alternatives, but copper’s superior conductivity, durability,
and versatility has made it hard to replace.
UG fahed! Bl TR FR I8 T, Al e 1 IPT yargd e, dafyg iR
TERGTARIAAT & HRUT 3 dea- IR d ¢ |

e Grid investment alone is forecast to top $400 billion this year, as per
International Energy Agency.

smw%hwrf %a@w R firs o frra=r 39 af $400 eRE T sifYw g 1

Massively underestimated

HTB! BH BHID 3ATHT T

e "Copper is often a massively underestimated part of grid infrastructure.
"qieT SRR IS SIRCTR &1 TP AT HH HIdb AT 14T FR1 g1 2|
e People recognise the need to expand the grid, but often misjudge the sheer volume
of copper this will require,” said Michael Finch, head of strategic initiatives at
consultancy Benchmark Mineral Intelligence (BMI), pointing to investment needed

in the U.S., the U.K. and China in particular.
AN e 1 fARaTRd B B STaHdl BT THId &, AP THIR TR 3P forw

TILGD i BT UK HIEFT BT Ted TP AT DR &, Tg HeT & URTHY DU STHTD
firra $efersie (BMI) & YoHifa® Ugall o UgW HIged fhd &1, [+ s,
ﬁ%ﬂaﬁ?ﬁqﬁmwﬁﬁémaﬁ&mwﬁmmm|
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BMI expects copper demand for upgrading power generation and transmission
networks globally to rise to 14.87 million metric tonnes by 2030 up from 12.52
million tonnes this year, in new figures given to Reuters.

BMI &1 301G § % afiyes TR W fIoTell Samed SR giRiftmA Aead & Iaaq &
fore dfd &1 AT 2030 T 14.87 faferast Hifed e a& o S, S g9 av 12.52
ffera @71 8, U8 3iFS Reuters ®1 R MW |

Bank of America analyst Michael Widmer expects global copper demand to
increase 10% to 30.32 million tonnes by 2030 from this year.

3% 3ifs YT & fazave arswd faswr &I 3wt § fo afye der o s ad @
10% 9gHR 2030 T 30.32 fafera= e g1 sl

Widmer expects the global copper market deficit to reach 1.84 million tonnes in
2030.

faem %I Iwite § 5 Af¥es aiar ek & "rer 2030 # 1.84 fAfers @ a% ugw
SITE|

The need for resilient grids is particularly acute in regions of rapid growth of data
centres powering artificial intelligence and machine learning.

Togd s &1 sa=adhdr 37 &5 | faviy w0 ¥ 7R § o5l SeT der, Sl |

i 3R WA afT &1 T UgH $Rd 8, dsil 4 96 B &

“Artificial Intelligence and machine learning data centres need bigger, better, faster
computing, and that means more power,” said Peter Charland, Global ICT Leader at
AECOM, a global infrastructure consulting company.

AT GG SR A af Ser el o) 9, dgar 3R AW ogfdr o)
STATIH AT gt 8, 3R 9T 3rf § 3ifirep fstelt,” o8 e § e Shreder WMt
%=t AECOM & df¥d ICT T Wier arRds &1

Consultancy CRU told Reuters it expects copper demand from data centres to
reach 260,000 tonne this year, up from 78,000 tonne in 2020 and exceeding
6,50,000 tonne by 2030.
TRIR} B H CRU = IacH &1 Fdr i 38 Irfle g fob SeT Hexl 9 did ot 7T 59 ad
2.6 TG & d% Ugd SIIUTH, ST 2020 H 78,000 2 ot 3R 2030 9% 6.5 TG e B!
TR & STEi |
"Electricity grid infrastructure is a bottleneck and not limited to data centre
application. It extends to onshore and offshore wind power, solar and electric
vehicles,” said Egest Balla, wire and cable research analyst at CRU.
< foTelt I8 ST U 91T &9 TR § 3R I8 had Sel e SISaNT aob AIfid e 6|
Ig YFRTd 3R STty ya Suif, TR Kot 3R gafaesd arel b bl gof g,” T8
W%CRU P IR 3R B ATHYUM [IzATS TR qrer &1
Electric vehicles also require significantly more copper than traditional internal
combustion engine vehicles.
Fafde® gl &1 URURS MdRE a8 o dTe-l Bt ga1 & SIw! e aia 3t
SfTaG el Biell & |
BMI forecasts copper demand for electric vehicles will jump to 2.2 million tonne in
2030, compared with 1.2 million tonne in 2025.
BMI $T 39 & & Saifage areHl & forg afd &1 #2025 # 1.2 kA e 9
FgHY 2030 # 2.2 fafer= o= 8 e
“We are moving from copper demand that was cyclical to demand that is more
structural,” said Maria Cristina Bifulco, Chief Investor Relations and Sustainability
Officer at Prysmian, the world’s largest copper buyer.
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Largest Producer of Copper in the World
faea F W T371 dI¥ (Copper) FT IcUTEH 2o
Chile ()

* Chile is the world's largest producer of copper, contributing over 27% of global production.
* In 2023, Chile produced approximately 5.2 million metric tonnes of copper.
* Major copper mines in Chile:
o Escondida (world’s largest copper mine)
e Collahuasi
o El Teniente
* Chile’s copper industry is managed by major global firms like Codelco (a state-owned enterprise),
BHP, and Antofagasta.
* Chile’s copper reserves are the largest globally, with over 200 million metric tonnes in proven
reserves.

Other Top Copper Producing Countries (2023 Data)

Rank Country Copper Production (Million Tonnes)
1 Chile ~5.2
2 Peru ~2.5
3 Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) ~2.2
4 China ~1.8
5 United States ~1.2

Largest Producer of Copper in India
TR # W 9371 did (Copper) FT 3cUTeH T 3T FT=T
State-wise
* Rajasthan is the largest producer of copper in India.
* Other important copper-producing states include:

o Jharkhand

e Madhya Pradesh
* Major copper mining areas in India:

o Khetri Belt (Rajasthan)

e Singhbhum Belt (Jharkhand)

e Malajkhand (Madhya Pradesh)
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KYIV Russia says it has seized

Russia says it has seized Chasiv Yar, Chashiv Yar,after 16
after 16 months of fierce fighting ~ months of fierce fighting
3 BT He1 ¢ [P 3T

16
e &1 H31 ASIg P dIg
ITd R UR Hoall B

Russia Claims Capture of Chasiv Yar

¥ A 919 IR TR Heal BT grar fbar
A GS|:World Mapping____ : « Russia on Thursday claims to have
Russia on Thursday claims to have captured Chasiv Yar after 16 captured Chasiv Yar after 16 months of

months of fierce fighting, while Ukraine denies losingthetownand  fjerce fighting, while Ukraine denies
says its forces hold the western edge. It underscores systemic
problems plaguing the Ukrainian army that have given Russian
forces the edge after three and a half years of brutal fighting. AFp

losing the town and says its forces hold
the western edge.

AR &I & = 16 Tl &1 Higor
SIS & dIC TG IR TR Heall H= DI GIdT [hdl, Saich gebT A Hal @i o
3IPR b 3R Fal for Iue! I ufdedt frar o1 Fafid o 8 8

e It underscores systemic problems plaguing the Ukrainian army that have given
Russian forces the edge after three and a half years of brutal fighting.

Tg gep1t AT P} YU THETST HY IR Il 8, ROl a8 a6l b1 R ASTS
& 91 N1 I P 98d G ¢

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper lI: Polity, Governance,And
International Relations

1. India a ‘bright spot’, says govt. amid Trump tirade

7 & dRd HA & ST IR A BT, HRd TP 'Idd
I 7
2. SC pulls up Telangana Speaker over pending defection

petitions against 10 BRS MLAs

W HIE A AT fAUTTHUT 3eae B 10 NRTH
faurgs! & RaaTe «fad gaaga afaeiel IR GedR ag

3. No school to be permanently merged, no reduction in
teaching posts: U.P. Minister
fpaft oft v @1 wurdt fae €Y g, Rreret & et o
®Ig HH Aol g1 STR Y= dA
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4. Himachal Cabinet gives nod for OBC reservation in
civic polls

e faqe A TR Ao gAmEl | SiaRit smrefur
Pl Wepdt §
5. PM Modi and UAE President seek to deepen
collaboration

TYTTHAT AT SR U AUl TgaNT DI 3R TG BT
a1gd §
6. There is no category called ‘suspicious voters’ under
RP Act, EC informs Rajya Sabha

TuUTTHAT AT SR Yus yufa WEaT $i 3R Me
ST A8 &
7. Trump, negotiation team ‘frustrated’ with India, says
U.S. official

srafvet siftreTival 1 we1 3 fob o iR 3t araf
& URa I R g

8. Nudges from the Court, silence from the commission

HI¢ I obd, ATANT I guft

9. Can the ICJ ruling force rich nations to pay for
historical emissions?

&1 1c) &1 fof iR 4= &) efdgTiies Sei & forg
YT $1 & T Ao - G182
10. Trump gives Mexico90-day tariff reprieve as deadline
looms

< A AfRIDT H190 a1 Bt Fe Sieifes Taa diar
Tl 3T B! 8

11. Structural cracks emerge in the India-United States
strategic partnership

YRA- MRS I0HIfa® ATsigRt A AETH® IR
ST &

Pagelo
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India a ‘bright spot’, says govt. amid Trump tirade

U.S. President lashes out at India on ties with Russia,
membership of ‘anti-American’ BRICS, high tariffs

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

ndia and Russia could
l “take their dead eco-

nomies down togeth-
er”, U.S. President Donald
Trump said among a bar-
rage of statements target-
ing India on Thursday, a
day before the 25% tariffs
announced on Indian im-
ports by the U.S. are set to
take effect.

However, countering
Mr. Trump’s statement,
Commerce and Industries
Minister Piyush Goyal said
India is being seen as an
economic “bright spot” in
the world.

In statements on social
media and then while
speaking to presspersons
at the White House, Mr.
Trump lashed out at India
for its ties with Russia,
membership of the “anti-
American” BRICS, high ta-

riffs, “massive” trade defi-
cit with the U.S., and for
imposing the “most strenu-
ous and obnoxious non-
monetary trade barriers of
any country”.

Energy trade with Iran
The U.S. State Department
also sanctioned six Indian
companies and five Indian
nationals for involvement
in energy trade with Iran.

Mr. Trump also an-
nounced that the U.S. and
Pakistan had concluded a
deal whereby the two
countries will work togeth-
er on “developing their
massive oil reserves”, in
continuation with the U.Ss
growing closeness with Pa-
kistan over trade issues in
the aftermath of the Pahal-
gam terror attack and Op-
eration Sindoor.

The Ministry of External
Affairs declined to com-
ment on Mr. Trump’s re-
marks, and directed atten-

tion to the Commerce
Ministry statements.

The U.S. is expected to
start levying duties as part
of its ‘Liberation Day’ ta-
riffs on imports from coun-
tries around the world
from Friday.

The Centre said it was
examining the impact of
the 25% tariffs as well as
undefined penalties for In-
dia’s energy imports from
Russia.

In a suo motu statement
in Parliament on Thursday,
Mr. Goyal said the govern-
ment has been meeting
domestic  stakeholders,
“including exporters and
industry”, to assess the im-
pact of the new tariffs. He
added that the government
attaches “the utmost im-
portance” to protecting
and promoting the welfare
of India’s farmers, work-
ers, entrepreneurs, expor-
ters, micro, small and me-
dium enterprises, and all

He announces that the U.S. and Pakistan have
concluded a deal to develop massive oil reserves

QQ I don't care what India does with
Russia. They can take their dead

economies down together. for all T care

We are in the process of
choosing the oil company
that will lead this partnership
[with Pakistan]. Who knows,
maybe they'll be selling oil to
India some day

DONALD TRUMP
U.S. President

sections of industry.

“The government is
confident that we will con-
tinue our fast-paced jour-
ney of inclusive growth
and sustainable develop-
ment towards the goal of
Viksit Bharat 2047. India is
moving confidently to-
wards self-reliance,” Mr.
Goyal added, referring to
India as one of the “top five
economies of the world”,

which is poised to become
the third-largest.

In his statement, Mr.
Goyal defended India’s re-
cord on trade agreements,
highlighting that in an in-
creasingly  protectionist
world, India had entered
into a number of “mutually
beneficial” trade agree-
ments with the UAE, the
UK., Australia and Euro-
pean Free Trade Associa-

tion (EFTA) countries.

“All things not good”,
Mr. Trump had said in a so-
cial media post on Wednes-
day, while saying that India
would be paying a tariff of
25% plus a penalty from
Friday for buying military
hardware and energy from
Russia. On Thursday morn-
ing, he posted the U.S. and
India “don’t do a lot of
trade”. In 2024, India and
the U.S. conducted trade in
goods and services worth
$186 billion, with a surplus
of $41 billion in India’s
favour.

While the government
has thus far maintained
that it is continuing talks
with U.S. negotiators over a
Free Trade Agreement
(FTA), which was launched
by Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and Mr. Trump
during a meeting in Wash-
ington in February, the
strong words from Mr.
Trump appear to indicate

India a ‘bright spot’, says govt. amid Trump tirade

%'q%?ﬂ@wﬁ%dhw%w,mw'www

India-U.S. Trade Tensions and Russia Factor
YRA-3MARST AUR 919 3R 9 RS

Commerce Minister defends India’s trade record,
cites deals with UAE, U.K., Australia, and EFTA

serious differences be
ween the two sides.

In another jibe, M
Trump added that Paki
tan may be “selling oil t
India someday!”

Pakistan’s Prime Mini:
ter Shehbaz Sharif o
Thursday thanked M
Trump for the “historic
trade agreement reache
between Islamabad an
Washington, and e
pressed hope that it woul
expand cooperation be
ween the two nations.

Pakistan currently in
ports oil from West Asia t
meet its energy demand:
but there are reports abot
vast offshore deposits th:
are largely unexplored du
to a lack of technical expe
tise and funds.

(With PTI inputs)

EDITORIAL
» PAGE 8

RELATED REPORTS ON
» PAGES 3,6,12,& 14

India and Russia could “take their dead economies down together”, U.S. President

Donald Trump said among a barrage of statements targeting India on Thursday, a

day before the 25% tariffs announced on Indian imports by the U.S. are set to take

effect.

SAR®! TPUfa SHTTS ¢U A TFaR S YRd W FHT Fed U hs saH o, foms

3B HET b URA 3R =4 3yt Tt g3 srdfaawytei &t w1y # <1 & 1 9hd

2", Safd 25% ¥ S YR SMTd TR T 7Y €, YEFAR § GHTE 819 ard ]

However, countering Mr. Trump's statement, Commerce and Industries Minister
Piyush Goyal said India is being seen as an economic “bright spot” in the world.

gTdif, €U & FUT HT SaTd od gU aTiorey 3R ST vt MY A Fel fF HRa
B! AP TR R T i "Iwgd VA" & U H 7T o1 T 8|

In statements on social media and then while speaking to presspersons at the White
House, Mr. Trump lashed out at India for its ties with Russia, membership of the
“anti-American” BRICS, high tariffs, “massive” trade deficit with the U.S., and for

imposing the “most strenuous and obnoxious non-monetary trade barriers of
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any country”.

e Hifgar 1R 3R R g18e 3199 H THHRI T 91d HRd §U, 30 3 HRd R T &
1Y ey, “ AP A ey &t e, 3= ¢Rw, srffve & a1y “ss1”
MUR 91eT, 3R “Had Bie 3R STHSHS IR-Hif$e TR SITE” - B
B gHAT S|

Energy Trade with Iran

M & 1Y FHoll IR

The U.S. State Department also sanctioned six Indian companies and five Indian
nationals for involvement in energy trade with Iran.

AR fad=r faumT A M & a1y S AR # ik g1 & e 88 HRd
Hufral $fR gig HRAH AR | o vfiey T §l

Mr. Trump also announced that the U.S. and Pakistan had concluded a deal whereby
the two countries will work together on “developing their massive oil reserves”, in
continuation with the U.S. 's growing closeness with Pakistan over trade issues in the
aftermath of the Pahalgam terror attack and Operation Sindoor.

<q 3 gg 1t 9ivon &t fos ST SR uTfeheare & siid U IHeiidT g3 §, foies agd
Gl X1 3 fa=mer de HSR &Y A fRia 33~ W fieidr o &<, St ugad
TPt g 3R TR RigR & e AR el R Uifbwd™ & a1y SmReT #t
ded! FAreedr &1 gafar gl

The Ministry of External Affairs declined to comment on Mr. Trump’s remarks and
directed attention to the Commerce Ministry statements.

fad=r varer A du & Furl R fewuft B ¥ 3eR faan $iR eaH arforsa ware &
T 31 3R FAERE foan

U.S. Tariffs and India’s Response

3MR®t ¢RE 3R WRd 3t ufafsear

The U.S. is expected to start levying duties as part of its ‘Liberation Day’ tariffs on
imports from countries around the world from Friday.

YRR W ARG & gRT FIav=q 3 2R® & dgd gfFaruR & smardal IR St
TS ST U gl

The Centre said it was examining the impact of the 25% tariffs as well as undefined
penalties for India’s energy imports from Russia. % WRPR A FHel [F /TR
HRA P SHelf AT IR 25% R 3R sifuffia 48 & yHra i offd #2383

In a suo motu statement in Parliament on Thursday, Mr. Goyal said the
government has been meeting domestic stakeholders, “including exporters and
industry”, to assess the impact of the new tariffs.

TFAR &1 T 7 U WA a9 7, ot Mue 3 w1 fo Wer Hafas s 3
fed Y RaUR®T I o 3= AU TRE & GHT BT J-idh- 3R 61 8

He added that the government attaches “the utmost importance” to protecting and
promoting the welfare of India’s farmers, workers, entrepreneurs, exporters,
micro, small and medium enterprises, and all sections of industry.

IEi el {6 WBR YRT & fparl, sfire), Saftr, Fafas!, gaa, @y oik
ToH IHT U1 it I it & Hearr F YRaT 3R aeH & ~Hat=
wyfear <t 3|
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India’s Economic Confidence and Trade Relations

YR PT ATRIP ATATIYRT 3R ATUR HaY

“The government is confident that we will continue our fast-paced journey of
inclusive growth and sustainable development towards the goal of Viksit Bharat
2047.

IRPR Y ¢ [ 50 AsRia WRd 2047 & 77 31 iR FATGRT fawrT SR Jaa
fawra ot aw nfa F araT S’ @ T -

India is moving confidently towards self-reliance, Mr. Goyal added, referring to India
as one of the “top five economies of the world”, which is poised to become the

third-largest.
eﬁri’m?r%r 3 B8 {6 HRA SMATIHREAT Bt 3R STATIYTT & 1Y §¢ T8 3R 3H

g:_;" ot M uim srdagawyrei & ¥ U@ 9d1d §U el fb URd diast 99w
KR 99 B 3R SFRR g

Trump’s Remarks on Future Oil Trade

¢U B URA I T & dd IR R feuyoft

In another jibe, Mr. Trump added that Pakistan may be “selling oil to India
someday!”

TH 3R o S gU U - Hgl [& "Uifbed U 1 UIRd & da 39 Tebar 3"
Pakistan’s Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on Thursday thanked Mr. Trump for the
“historic” trade agreement reached between Islamabad and Washington, and
expressed hope that it would expand cooperation between the two nations.

& YYTTHA AT IRE A TEAR DI SEATATEIG 3R JRIATE & dd g5
RfrgTires” Wmﬁ?raamgqaﬁwﬁmaﬁwmmaaﬁﬁ?maﬁ
=TT o o< AART 9|
Pakistan currently imports oil from West Asia to meet its energy demands, but
there are reports about vast offshore deposits that are largely unexplored due to a
lack of technical expertise and funds.

qTiohRdT AH H 31U Sl ATaRAH TSl ! T H3 & o) Ui TRmm 3 da
ST AT B, A1 RUIe! P AR IS U fagd SMaadiy YeR € o a1t
farusrar 3R 4= A 4 F BRI 39 TP BIPI B db FFU |

India-U.S. Trade Volume and Dispute

YRA-3A T AR A 3R faare

“All things not good,” Mr. Trump had said in a social media post on Wednesday,
while saying that India would be paying a tariff of 25% plus a penalty from Friday
for buying military hardware and energy from Russia.

JUAR P WIra HfEar Nwe § €0 3 581 fF YR & T F =7 SUHIT 3R Hel
gﬂaﬁ%%uzm%ﬁweﬁ? &A1 I $IR GBI &gl [ "Aa O ST -G
"

On Thursday morning, he posted that the U.S. and India “don’t do a lot of trade”.
In 2024, India and the U.S. conducted trade in goods and services worth $186
billion, with a surplus of $41 billion in India’s favour.

THaR gag, 351+ URe a1 o smf¥eT ik URd "aga iftre aamur =18t #va” |
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2024 T YRd 3R 3MRHT & d1d 186 3R SR Yod &b 9o 3N AT3MT HT ATUR
g, ORI URA & Uer T 41 3R STeR BT SR 27|

India’s Trade Agreements and Protectionism
YRA & TR FHGIA 3R &g

While the government has thus far maintained that it is continuing talks with U.S.
negotiators over a Free Trade Agreement (FTA), which was launched by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and Mr. Trump during a meeting in Washington in
February, the strong words from Mr. Trump appear to indicate serious differences
between the two sides.

36 T TPHR Tg Hgd! ! § & a8 MNP arafeRl & A1y Wi ¢ Tiide (FTa)
IR FIAEd SRT W U 8, et Lo gerw s ikt oiv ¢u 3 Brad) &
IIRATe | 86F & aRHF 31 A, dfes ¢u oY et fewforai A1 uelf & ot 7R
HANG BT Yhd il 3|

In his statement, Mr. Goyal defended India’s record on trade agreements,
highlighting that in an increasingly protectionist world, India had entered into a
number of “mutually beneficial” trade agreements with the UAE, the U.K.,
Australia, and European Free Trade Association (EFTA) countries.

30 S F ot e A SR TSl UR UIRd & RPTs &1 9919 dd gU aar fa
ded JR&UETe aTd af® ufie=a § URd 7 UAE, UK, Sifeefemr ok JRIdH gaa
YR HY (EFTA) <20 & 1Y F3 “URWRS ©T § ATHSRI” ATIR FHN [HU B |
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SC pulls up Telangana Speaker over pending
defection petitions against 10 BRS MLAs

o

'GS |I: Defection Law

Krishnadas Raj
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court said
on Thursday that it was
about time Parliament re-
viewed its expectation that
Assembly Speakers and
Chairpersons would live
up to the dignity of their
high office and crush the
“evil of political defection”
by deciding disqualifica-
tion proceedings against
legislators in time and
without favour.

The top court sounded
the warning bells while di-
recting the Telangana As-
sembly Speaker to decide
the disqualification peti-
tions pending for several
months against 10 Bharat
Rashtra Samithi (BRS)
MLAs who shifted alle-
giance to the ruling Con-
gress in the State in 2024.

The verdict by a Bench

headed by Chief Justice of
India B.R. Gavai said the
Speaker must decide the
anti-defection proceedings
as early as possible, and
not exceed three months at
any cost. The court noted
that disqualification pro-
ceedings often died a “nat-
ural death” after being
kept in limbo by Speakers
for months together until
the tenure of the Assembly
drew to an end.

The court further or-
dered that the Telangana
Speaker should draw ad-
verse inference against any
MLA who tries to delay the
disqualification
proceedings.

Chief Justice Gavai, qu-
oting from a speech made
by the late parliamentarian
Rajesh Pilot, observed the
only intent to have made
the Speaker/Chairman act
as a Tribunal to adjudicate

CJI noted that the SC has had
many pleas complaining of
delay by Assembly Speakers.

disqualification petitions
was to “avoid dilly-dallying
in the courts of law or the
Election Commission”.
“With the experience of
over 30 years of working of
the Tenth Schedule (anti-
defection law) to the Con-
stitution, the question that
we will have to ask our-
selves is whether the trust
which the Parliament en-
trusted in the high office of

the Speaker or the Chair-
man of avoiding delays in
deciding the issue with re-
gard to disqualification has
been adhered to by the in-
cumbents in the high office
of Speaker and the Chair-
man or not?” Chief Justice
Gavai said.

The court said the Te-
langana Speaker certainly
did not make the cut as far
as “dilly-dallying” went.
The Speaker had issued
notice on the disqualifica-
tion proceedings only after
BRS leaders had appealed
to the Supreme Court in Ja-
nuary 2025.

“We ask ourselves
whether the Speaker had
acted in an expeditious
manner. When expedition
was one of the main rea-
sons, why had Parliament
entrusted the important
task of adjudicating dis-
qualification petitions to

the Speaker/Chairman...
Non-issuance of any notice
for a period of more than
seven months, and issuing
notice only after the pro-
ceedings were filed before
this court or after this
court had heard the matter
for the first time cannot by
any stretch be envisaged as
acting in an expeditious
manner,” Chief Justice Ga-
vai noted.

Chief Justice Gavai not-
ed that the top court has
had many petitions com-
plaining of delay by the As-
sembly Speakers, making
the Tenth Schedule a
mockery.

The court further clari-
fied that the Speaker, while
acting as a Tribunal under
the Tenth Schedule, did
not enjoy any constitution-
al immunity from judicial
review by the High Courts
or the Supreme Court.

SC pulls up Telangana Speaker over pending defection
petitions against 10 BRS MLAs

W B A A1 f[AUTTUT 3ede Y 10 TNRTH
faurae! & feare dfdd gaaqa aifusTsi R GedR

U

Supreme Court on Delay in Anti-Defection Rulings

fruras srvgar awel # 38 W™ gifia ®1d ot feugoft

o The Supreme Court said on Thursday that it was about time Parliament reviewed
its expectation that Assembly Speakers and Chairpersons would live up to the
dignity of their high office and crush the “evil of political defection” by deciding
disqualification proceedings against legislators in time and without favour.

THAR &I i

PIC = Hel fob 3 THY 31 7T ¢ TP TG 39 3Uem o AHET B b

faumayT & T R srede Siu- 3= Ug &1 TR §-1Y 79 g¢ faumasl &
ST ATHE! &1 THT IR AR FAfdeer e I HueeR erifas qaged 3t
RIZ" DI JAK DR
e The top court sounded the warning bells while directing the Telangana Assembly
Speaker to decide the disqualification petitions pending for several months

against 10 Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS) MLAs who shifted allegiance to the

ruling Congress in the State in 2024.

Y sreTerd A AaTaH Bt Gt ol ¢ G 3 o devm=r faem =y sreder 2024
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H gARe¢ S9N § A 8T 10 WRd Y AfAfT (BRS) fauraest & faee o3
Aol | cfod SrTadr aifadraif o1 AueRT &1

The verdict by a Bench headed by Chief Justice of India B.R. Gavai said the
Speaker must decide the anti-defection proceedings as early as possible, and not
exceed three months at any cost.

YRA & YT ATy §).3MR. a8 &1 siegerdn arelt Wi & had & el mar fe
TR B SAIAT ARTAl BT FHIeRT TYUTRIY H1 A1, $fR fbedt oft Rufa & =
e ¥ 3iferes o1 3 781 gt T

The court noted that disqualification proceedings often died a “natural death”
after being kept in limbo by Speakers for months together until the tenure of the
Assembly drew to an end.

SIETAd - I8 & [ SraRgdT 3t Sriqiedl SR Wiewd gRI ALl d@ dfad 39
S & HRUN "@IYIRIS Gog" 1R Sl €, 99 b b fAur=raun &1 srieTe g
EEEEIGI

The court further ordered that the Telangana Speaker should draw adverse
inference against any MLA who tries to delay the disqualification proceedings.

3{GTAd = Y ST e fos e TR &1 U9 fadt o faumrae & Raare
wfagpa frspd MoTeHT aifieu o sravaar uforar § 8t S &1 T x|

Chief Justice Gavai, quoting from a speech made by the late parliamentarian Rajesh
Pilot, observed the only intent to have made the Speaker/Chairman act as a
Tribunal to adjudicate disqualification petitions was to “avoid dilly-dallying in the
courts of law or the Election Commission”.

a1 TR a8 A fdTd HivG XTeiRT URIee & HTWOT 61 §aTal od gu del [h
e/ DI TSI B U H B HIA BT UHHAA I UT [ "=ararerdi ar
AT SATART § eTaderd” 3 91 o 9 |

"With the experience of over 30 years of working of the Tenth Schedule (anti-
defection law) to the Constitution, the question that we will have to ask ourselves is
whether the trust which the Parliament entrusted in the high office of the
Speaker or the Chairman of avoiding delays in deciding the issue with regard to
disqualification has been adhered to by the incumbents in the high office of Speaker
and the Chairman or not?” Chief Justice Gavai said.

A ot gadl ST (Gaaga faRieht &) & 30 96t & 3T F quaT &
1Y, T AT 7Tds - BT, YA I8 ¢ b o1 WG GIRT WP~ a1 Iuvad o 3=
Ui # St URIT STaT4T 71T, 98 HiS[eT USHUTieal gRT Ul 1T § a1 -7g), WahR
SAAT ARTe | ¢ | T4 & o H?

The court said the Telangana Speaker certainly did not make the cut as far as “dilly-
dallying” went.

3faTerd A gl fob =T TR F "eTaHeta™ & HHe § Hidd U 4 srdamsi w
@ Tl S|

The Speaker had issued notice on the disqualification proceedings only after BRS
leaders had appealed to the Supreme Court in January 2025.

T A raadr ufshar ux e bad d9 SR fodn Sid Sadt 2025 # BRS AdTsif
3 it o1 & arfte 1)

“We ask ourselves whether the Speaker had acted in an expeditious manner. When
expedition was one of the main reasons, why had Parliament entrusted the
important task of adjudicating disqualification petitions to the Speaker/Chairman...
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"TH & 4 U@d ¢ [ o Wias A deft & &1 fohan | 99 dft e 987 SRt T, i a@f
TG A AT ATfadhlsl & FueR &1 98 Heayul w1l wftey/sieaer o ...

e Non-issuance of any notice for a period of more than seven months, and issuing
notice only after the proceedings were filed before this court or after this court had
heard the matter for the first time cannot by any stretch be envisaged as acting in an
expeditious manner,” Chief Justice Gavai noted.

AT T A ST THY b IS AT AR 7 AT, 3R A badt aHt SRkt =
S AT 39 Saleld H R fobar 741 81 a1 siafeld 3 39 Ugdl aR 1 81 — 34 fohdt
1t T I o HrAaTE! 71 HgT o Yohdl,” T TR 7Ta5 - gl

o Chief Justice Gavai noted that the top court has had many petitions complaining
of delay by the Assembly Speakers, making the Tenth Schedule a mockery.

- AT 198 A Fg1 b <MY sigrad & g fied 3t i o dax bs
mﬁmn&ﬂ%% o gudY ot 91 el IS W R
e The court further clarified that the Speaker, while acting as a Tribunal under the
Tenth Schedule, did not enjoy any constitutional immunity from judicial review
by the High Courts or the Supreme Court.

3fETad = 3T ¥ ot i Ty, 9id gadi gl & ded U A/ UdRu & &
T ol Hd € O 3¢ oo Arradl a1 Ui Hié gRT TS GHien S S
HauTfre ge urd el e

Anti-defection Law

gaded faRieht A

Created under the 52nd amendment act to Article 102(2) and schedule 10.

TG 102(2) 3R ST 10 & 520 WRNeH T & dgd s=ra1 T4

The objective was to prevent defections in Indian politics, to ensure the stability of elected
governments to reduce the role of money power in politics, and to curb the corrupt practice of
giving votes on the basis of the lure of money or power.

DT I5-T YR oI H adad DI A1, FHaitad TSR] ! RURAT AT BT, A1
YAEd B YfHBT B HH HAT 3R U T T & A1ed J dle 7 B YT TAT TR 3G G T |
Defection is switching one's political allegiance after getting elected to the house.

e § Fafferd €17 & a1e oot eriiferes Mg seaT gofeed B

Disqualification under anti-defection law:

gadgd ARt B & dgd SrANT:

If a chosen member of the house voluntarily gives up the membership of his political party from

which he has been chosen to the house.

fE Y& B1 Bis (Al Yaw W1 I 34 ASHIIS ad B Jawddl AN &l § 1oy 98 Fad &P ol
Eoikipiic]

If a person votes contrary to the directions issued by the political party/ abstain from voting and that
person's actions are not condoned by the party.

Ife; PIS Afdd Ao Gd gRT RT FHG=N & AU AdGH FdT &/AdaH 3§ favd Ygdl § 3R 39
HAfad & BT DI Gl GRIWBR ol [baT S1al 5|
Independent candidates: if they join any political party after getting elected.

fAdeia Iriicar: afe 3 faffad 81 & a1e frdt Ioifae oo & i 81a §1

Nominated candidate: if they join any political party after 6 months of getting chosen to the house.
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A ITHIGAR: A d Fed | g A & 6 T 916 [l J[eT1dd &l H [N 8id 6|
Expulsion of a member by the political party (no anti-defection would apply).
AP &d gRT [l W &1 FhRH (@1s qd-96d [aRId B arL el s |

Voluntarily giving up membership is only resigning from the party or does it also include the

behavior of the legislator?

W] Y Il SIS Had UTeT ¥ ST &1 & a1 S99 AU BT Sraru +f =i o7

Supreme court said that voluntarily giving up membership is wider than resignation and includes the
conduct and the behavior of the legislator.

e AT A e b WasT I Hawdl B1s1 SKith I Bal SHd AP § 3R SHH [TURID P
3TeRUT 3R agR Wi 2fAe 3

Exceptions: originally the law provided exceptions in case of splits (if 1/3 of members in the house
of a political party in the house split from a political party and form a new party then the anti-
defection law shall not apply).

3{UdTe: e U Y B H fAHTSH & HHe | S{uaral ST Uy o7 [@fe e # bl Iorifde ao &
1/3 e ol eI &d I 31eT g1 18 UTe] §H1d g dI Gd-a6d (a4t B ar el grm) |
Merger: if 2/3 of the members of a political party split from the party and merge with another
party then the provision of the anti-defection law shall not apply.

faer: afe; foreht Toiifaes oot & 2/3 o Ut & Sra gia forelt o & & fae™ R dd § o got-aed
faReht BT BT UTae™ ANy e g

Decisions with respect to anti-defection shall be taken by the presiding officer of the house but
the constitution does not prescribe any time limit on the decision of the presiding officer.

gaged faRidt HH & Tao § Fofg e & diorfia sif¥ert grT fore s, dfes dfaum dierdi=
RIBRY & 0fg & fore 1S wra-fien Feuffka & sanl

Paragraph 7 of Schedule 10 barred the courts to exercise any jurisdiction on matters of
disqualification under this law.

ST 10 BT 3G 7 39 DI b dgd ATl o A 8 el Bl fobd! o YR &= &1 TN
B AASAT B

Kihoto Holohan vs Laichillu and others case.

fPeIa! gieile ST\ wrsfed Td =g ATHT|

In this case, the court upheld the constitutional validity of the anti-defection law on the grounds
that it promotes clean politics and reduces the role of money power in politics.

U AHA H, AT - GAdad (ORI B &1 HauTHE dedl B 39 YR TR SRR 341 {6 I8 W
RIS B S Tal odl § 3R ST 8 ¢F-80 BT YHBT DI HH BT ¢ |

At the same time, paragraph 7 of Schedule 10 which barred the courts from enquiring into such
matters was declared unconstitutional by the courts on the grounds of taking away the powers of
judicial review which is a part of the basic structure of the constitution.

Y B, ST 10 BT 3Jadg 7, S =ATTedl ! U8 ATHd! Bt Siid DR 4 bl T, el gRT =1
Teitef & el & BH A1 & SMYR TR raeer Diftvd o faan man, it dfeu & 4d o &1 i
SN

Exception in favor of the presiding officers:
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dioriA sifereTial & el & sruare:

e If a presiding officer after getting elected resigns from his political party and does not join any
political party during his term of office as the presiding officer or rejoins the political party to which
he originally belonged after demitting the office the provisions of anti-defection law shall not apply.

e H18 RoriF ifreR} FHaifd 81 & o1 39 I gof ¥ R ¢ <dT § 3R U Hried &
R faredt ot Toifdes g & <fire Tt 81aT 8 1 U SIS & d18 39 eI gd H G: W 8t
ST & oI 98 o U 9 93T U, @ gased faRIdt HTH & Urau 39 R ar el gl

e In the UK the speaker leaves the membership of the party once elected to the position.

fyea o sremes ue & forw fRaifd 89 & a1¢ Uil ! Iear 31s edi g

Issues associated with the functioning of the anti-defection law

aded faRieh &1 & fraraa= I 98 a8

e It compromises the role of individual legislators to comment on the legislation passed in the house.
I8 Fed | iid fadae wR fewoft = 3 fore safaard faurget ot 1t & usial i g

¢ It undermines the principles of parliamentary democracy as the executive already enjoys a majority
in the lower house and as a result of this law, it cannot be questioned effectively by the members of
the ruling party.
g AT Aidad & Rigidl & FHASR HRdl ¢ i HRIUIcId! &I Ugd J 8l faa Te- § 9gHd ud
2 3R 3Y HTA & IRUMRGEY, ARG ad & &g 39 R THIE 71 F JaTd g1 331 Tahd gl

e It undermines the principles of representative democracy as the legislators are supposed to follow

the whip of the political party which may be contrary to the opinion of his constituency.

g8 Ui diepda & RIgidl &1 HHER Bl & Hifcs faUrId! T e S it 8 fob 3 I & &
foT &1 UTer B Sl 37b fafa &= &1 1 & faudid 81 gha 5|

e The lack of internal party democracy forces individuals to follow the directions of the political party
rather than the conscience of the legislator.

a1l # 3fidRes ddbdal BT 3HTd Gl b fIUTad Bt RTAT BT FolT ISP o &b RN bl
UTel - & foTT a1ed Bl g |

e The law is silent on the time to be taken by the presiding officers to decide upon matters of

disqualification. Since the presiding officer is partisan towards his own party it results in undue
advantage to the ruling party.

ST, TToRIA ISR gRT SRl & AEdl R 079 o1 8 @ a1 990 & SR B 99 81 dfds
UiaT SHfRPRY Ut € Uréf & Ul TarT! 8idT &, SHIeIY S8 ARG <ol I 3rferd oY gl & |

e In certain cases, the presiding officer has deliberately delayed taking decisions on matters of
disqualification even when the individual was appointed as a minister.

S A, Nori ISR 3 3@ivaar & Jral W Fufg a3 & SHagiex &3t i 8, a9 Y oia aafad
&I T fgad fopar mar ol

e The exception of the merger under the law has only made it difficult to influence individual
legislators but it has not curbed the whole trading of legislators.

ST & d8d [T & 3UdIe = Had AfGITd U] B! THIad BT GiRehd o1 i 8, Afe 397
feme! & IR SATIR W G 8] g |
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The law does not apply to coalitions and the political parties and political parties are free to
choose new alliance partners even though they may have been given the mandate by the electorate
with some other political party.

Ig I TS IR ARL e BIdT 8 SR ISHITID G 3R JSHIad Gd ¢ T3S Tgaiial &f g
& fore W €, vl €t 3 Aaararstt gRT ot o Ieifae gd & Wiy ISR fean mar gl

Nabam Rebia v. Deputy Speaker Case

TamH Yfoar 914 fEPt whe? g

e The Nabam Rebia v. Deputy Speaker case, adjudicated by the Supreme Court of India in
July 2016, holds significant importance in the interpretation of the constitutional roles of
the Governor and the Speaker within the legislative framework.

T far g9 39 Tier A, S Jars 2016 & YRd & Har= <grarad gR1 Ho far an
T, ITUTe 3R fAUmRIuT Sremed &1 Jaurf=e Yfirerei o1 amen & Aeayul ®iF 9T g

e This landmark judgment addressed the extent of the Governor’s discretionary powers and

the Speaker's authority in disqualification proceedings under the Tenth Schedule of the
Indian Constitution.

39 UfeTRie Thae # HRd Tf3em @t gudt St & ded Ak @i faderdia wfemal ik wfiex
B rargar Jah Frfardt 7 siftreptiyar o dwr & Wy fear

Key Issues Addressed in the Judgment

ﬁvhﬁmwmﬂi

Governor's Discretionary Powers:

e The Supreme Court examined whether the Governor possesses the discretion to
unilaterally advance a session of the Legislative Assembly without the aid and advice of
the Council of Ministers.

Yl graTer = Ig i b 31 e $1 #iARue @Y "arg R ggradr & fomr fGumaw o1 e
THARBT U I Ugd g &1 fadsrdh= iR 81

e Speaker's Authority Amidst Removal Motion:

e The Court deliberated on whether a Speaker can adjudicate disqualification petitions
under the Tenth Schedule while a motion for their own removal is pending in the House.

e 3 U8 foaR foran f o faum T sremel, W9 & favg wfad g ¥ geM & URdrd & SR
Sqdl gt & dgd srarger arfeTe wR vl @ ¥ed ]|

Background of the Case
a1 ggyfA
e In November 2015, Arunachal Pradesh experienced a political upheaval when 21 MLAs
from the ruling Indian National Congress (INC) rebelled against Chief Minister Nabam
Tuki.

PageZU

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

www.patrioticias.in

IGeR 2015 H 3RO UG H ISl Johe Il G ol WiReg WA PR B (INC) &
21 fauras, gEEAl 79 gt & A F7ad o M|

e These rebel MLAs, supported by opposition members, sought the removal of both the
Chief Minister and Speaker Nabam Rebia.
g arft faemaey 3 fueht ool & Jud= I geriEt ok fauraur sreaer e Yaar S &) gem
B AT B

e On December 9, 2015, the Governor, acting without the advice of the Chief Minister,
advanced the Assembly session from January 14, 2016, to December 16, 2015, and
included the Speaker's removal on the agenda.

9 faxiaR 2015 &I, IauTe = G $t Fere & A7, fUH 99 &1 14 914t 2016 T 16
faiaR 2015 TR 31 SR Sfemes o g B Uard HRIG # wnfdra fwarn

e Inresponse, on December 15, 2015, Speaker Rebia disqualified 14 rebel MLAs on
grounds of defection.
9% Sard H, 15 faRiar 2015 1 sremer Iaam 7 14 It faumrad! o ga-9¢a & YR W @Ry
a3 e

e Subsequently, the Deputy Speaker quashed these disqualifications. The Assembly session
proceeded on December 16, 2015, resulting in the removal of Speaker Rebia and the
Chief Minister.
G T, SUTees = 37 SRArgarsii &l 5 o< ¢l 16 fedar 2015 &1 faurayr 9 gan, ford srege
T 3R gEniE & ger feur man

e These developments led to the imposition of President’s Rule in the state on January 26,
2016.
g UehHI & HRUN 26 SHEET 2016 DI Iod H YU M SmaT 47|

Supreme Court's Findings

it #1¢ & frepd

 The Court held that the Governor does not have the discretion to advance Assembly sessions

without the aid and advice of the Council of Ministers.

« 31ETAd A HH1 b T & 9T I8 fade e =81 ¢ & a5 #@fufug 3t Jare ok agrar
& foeT faem vt ¥ gar 9 |

« Such unilateral actions were deemed unconstitutional.

- 3UYPR $| THaRWT HRATS I Afaer faRieft 7 ma)

 The Court ruled that a Speaker is disqualified from adjudicating disqualification petitions
under the Tenth Schedule while a motion for their removal is pending.

- 3fgrad - fAufg fean i 99 sreaet & fRAee ge™ &1 yRard dfad g, a9 d gudl Sgdt & dgd
g arfeTsit R Aoy 78 & gad |

« This decision aimed to prevent conflicts of interest and uphold the impartiality of the Speaker's
office.

- 39 fAufg &1 Iy Rl & P 1a B BT 3R 37ehe & U P fAoaerdr a9 T@=T |
Implications of the Judgment

faolg & gurg
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* The ruling emphasized that constitutional functionaries must operate within their prescribed
boundaries, reinforcing constitutional governance and the separation of powers.

- 5 070 9 910 W 99 <l & [ Haenfre ueiiretieal @t sro=it Hiarsit & ffar orf o
T, FoR Taenfe Wmae SR Wfdal ST gugswor g g1 9 |

« It clarified the limitations on the Governor's discretionary powers and the conditions under
which the Speaker may act, aiming to prevent misuse of constitutional provisions for political
gains.

- T IUTd Pt faasTiieR wfaaal $t g SR sy & yfiie o uifRufaa vy &t arfe
ISHI® a4 & 1T Haenfe grae &1 geuanT = 81 9 |

Recent Developments

giferar geTshH

« In May 2023, the Supreme Court referred the Nabam Rebia judgment to a seven-judge
Constitution Bench for reconsideration during the Maharashtra political crisis.

- 7§ 2023 ¥, YUIH PIE - AERTY Ieiae Adbe & SR e Yfoar fHofa &1 wra-=amard=i
$t A We oI THfdaR & forg o

« The referral was due to concerns that the 2016 judgment could be misused by legislators to
avoid disqualification by filing removal motions against the Speaker.

- T8 AT S9erg Wor Tt aifes fofan 2t fs 2016 @1 fAota faumaet R sremer & famw gem &1
AT ATHR ST I T4 & o1T g o ST qahel1 ¢ |

Way ahead
3T B A8

e There is an urgent need to introduce reforms to ensure internal party democracy this change in the
functioning of a political party should be accompanied by reforms in electoral funding.

Ol & S derad YA B & T8 URT B dabld SMaAHT § | ISHIad ad &b BT §
Y JGATd & Y-y 16! GIST H 1l YR g1 915U

e The Second ARC has recommended that the presiding officers should be relieved from the powers
to disqualify and these powers should be wasted with the election commission or an independent
tribunal.

fgcia TR GUR SmanT 3 Rl o1 § o diorf siftieiieal o srima 38 & iR 3 gad
R o ST ARt SR A SR AT SIRT o fohdt T <aramieHul & Uy 1Y fu S =il

e We may also consider adopting the British principle of once a speaker always a speaker to make the
position of the speaker neutral.

BH el ol U 1 Tey a7 & for fafewr Rigid, v 9k remed, §HM g &l 30 WR i
faaR R &d B

e We may follow the principle highlighted by the court in the ‘Kihoto hollohan’ case that the whip of
a political party should apply only in those cases where the stability of the government is in question

2

or on those matters which are central to the manifesto of the party in power.
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g4 fheldl Side™ HTHd H graTerd gRT Jdifdhd Rigid &1 Uia- R ddhd ¢ 1o [yl Ao Gl Bl
f&U Faa I Tl § AN ST AT STel PR &I FRRAT R F4fg 81 a1 3 Adl R o Jaeg
T & TN & g H 8l

No school to be permanently
merged, no reduction in
teachlng posts U.P. Minister

Magank Kumar
LUCKNOW

Amid growing uproar over
the merger of government
primary and upper prim-
ary schools, the Uttar Pra-
desh government on
Thursday said no school
has been permanently
paired and there would be
no reduction in the num-
ber of teaching posts.

The State government
had recently announced
plans to merge or pair
nearly 10,000 primary and
upper primary schools
with low-student enrol-
ment, triggering protests

from political parties,
teachers, parents, and
students.

Addressing a press con-
ference in Lucknow, Basic
Education Minister San-
deep Singh said, “Schools
with less than 50 students
are being considered for
pairing and no school

The State govt. said it
will appoint new
teachers, if needed
to maintain required
student-teacher ratio

would be permanently
paired. If student numbers
rise or seating becomes in-
adequate, classes will res-
ume in the original build-
ings, with UDISE (Unified
District Information Sys-
tem for Education) codes
remaining unchanged.”

He added that if stu-
dents encounter difficulty
in commuting, for in-
stance, if the distance bet-
ween the paired schools is
over 1 km or geographical
challenges arise, the merg-
er will be reversed.

“Approximately 10,000
schools were identified for
merging, and the process,
along with the unmerging
of schools where neces-

sary, will be completed in

the coming week,” Mr.
Singh said, adding that
schools located in difficult
terrains - across rivers, rail-
way crossings, or highways
- have been excluded from
the pairing process.

Allaying apprehensions
about job losses, he said,
“All sanctioned posts will
remain intact, including
those of the headmaster.
The roles of teachers and
cooks will remain unaffect-
ed. If needed, we will ap-
point new teachers to
maintain the required stu-
dent-teacher ratio.”

Claiming that the go-
vernment was forced to
“roll back the decision due
to mounting pressure from
the Opposition, Samajwadi
Party chief Akhilesh Yadav
said in a post on X, “Taking
back the decision of school
merger is a great victory of
the ‘PDA Pathshala’ move-
ment...”

No school to be
permanently merged,
no reduction in
teaching posts: U.P.
Minister

fredt off Tper &1 =t
ﬁwﬂé’rsﬁr Rrerpi
& gl ¥ HIg B4 gl
BT IR uewr HAA

Uproar over Merger of
Government Schools in Uttar
Pradesh

I U H RPN Tl & faed
oI A faarg

e Amid growing uproar over the
merger of government primary and
upper primary schools, the Uttar
Pradesh government on Thursday
said no school has been

permanently paired and there would be no reduction in the number of teaching
posts.

TR UG WBR - THAR P WHRT WA 3R IR WA IHd! & 9T i AdhR
gqd faarg & 9 Fe1 o sl +ft T & IRt =0 & ST 981 M § SR gt
P @I H B HHI T8] B! S|
e The State government had recently announced plans to merge or pair nearly
10,000 primary and upper primary schools with low-student enrolment, triggering
protests from political parties, teachers, parents, and students.
I PR A BT 81 H HH BT ATHIS dTel TTHT 10,000 FISHY 3R 3R UIgHL
Tl o1 Ul g1 SIS B o1 o1 =on a1 off, S oo oo, e,
fUYTaH! 3R BT H ARty &= 8w

Clarification by Basic Education Minister Sandeep Singh

IRw Rren v Tv Riz gr1 wdtszor
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Addressing a press conference in Lucknow, Basic Education Minister Sandeep Singh
said, "Schools with less than 50 students are being considered for pairing and no
school would be permanently paired.

TGS H U U B354 B Jaed Ba gu aidrep e =t Ty Rig A o, ‘50 &
$H BT I Todl! B! oie W faaR far o 381 ] 8k feh off 7o &) wirdft =u @
51 ST Sgm |-

If student numbers rise or seating becomes inadequate, classes will resume in the
original buildings, with UDISE (Unified District Information System for
Education) codes remaining unchanged.”

3R BT B =T Tl B T 967 P oI HH TSl 8, ) Ham o U1 7 e |
IRE & ST SR UDISE (IfAwTss fefeae Switee Rew Bk TgH3M) &8
qqd el STg |

He added that if students encounter difficulty in commuting, for instance, if the
distance between the paired schools is over 1 km or geographical challenges
arise, the merger will be reversed.

321 Pl & o BT &) STarTHT § $f3TE 81dl 8, 94 & afe 1S e Wl &

g 3t gt 1 fpaniiex I siftre g1 a1 Wiifere aremg g, Ot faera &1 aru o feran
ST |

"Approximately 10,000 schools were identified for merging, and the process, along
with the unmerging of schools where necessary, will be completed in the coming

week,” Mr. Singh said.

ot Rig 3 Fg1, "TTHT 10,000 Tpal Bt ARHT F T yg= o1 7 2R, 3R &t
IS B! 91 TRl DI STHS B DI UichdT AR Twdrg & T Bt S|
He added that schools located in difficult terrains — across rivers, railway
crossings, or highways — have been excluded from the pairing process.

S5 Pl fos Afeal, Yard IRt a1 IASTHRT orell S Hivifers uRkfRufaal &
Ra wpdl &I S WA 3 ufthar | 98- 3T T[T |

Clarification on Job Security

et BT FRET TR TIPTHROT

Allaying apprehensions about job losses, he said, “All sanctioned posts will remain
intact, including those of the headmaster.

MBI} DI AB ATRPBIA BT X HRd gU S04 BT, "t Tpd Ug TRPIR &),
forg gemTeATIS & Ug +ff A g1

The roles of teachers and cooks will remain unaffected.

Rreret ik Tl o yfeTs yurfaa =8 gl

If needed, we will appoint new teachers to maintain the required student-teacher
ratio.”

gfe STaRad gafl, o 89 ¢ Rigrel @t fAgfaa &3 difes saxas oF-Rig®
SUTd 1Y TG ST b |

Political Reactions and Rollback Claim

oA ufafpan six fAvfa & aruft &1 grar
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e Claiming that the government was forced to roll back the decision due to
mounting pressure from the Opposition, Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh Yadav
said in a post on X, “Taking back the decision of school merger is a great victory of
the ‘PDA Pathshala’ movement...

g &1a1 Hd gU [ PR &1 I8 Ml fauer & 9gd gara & HRUI A9 &1 ST,
TuTeaTd! Urdf v SfEdwr gred A X IR Ue URe H &al, od faaa &1 g amg

ST ‘PDA UTSRITEAT Higied 31 a5t shid §...”

Himachal Cabinet gives nod for
OBC reservation in civic polls

...........................

'GS |l: Local Bodies

1IN HOmauw ureaw =="="""" '
CHANDIGARH

The Himachal Pradesh go-
vernment on Thursday
conducted its fourth
straight Cabinet meeting in
the past four days, taking
key decisions including a
nod for introducing Other
Backward Class (OBC) re-
servation in the upcoming
elections to urban local bo-
dies (ULBs) in the hill State.
The reservation policy in
civic polls was until now
restricted to Scheduled
Caste/Scheduled Tribe
communities and women.
The Cabinet meetings bet-
ween July 28 and July 31
were chaired by Chief Mi-
nister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu.

To facilitate the intro-
duction of OBC reserva-
tion, the Cabinet gave ap-

proval for the constitution
of a Backward Classes
Commission that would
compile accurate data on
the population of back-
ward classes before finalis-
ing the reservation roster.
The State’s Urban Develop-
ment Department over-
sees 76 ULBs.

Among other decisions,
the Cabinet recommended
to the Governor to con-
vene the Monsoon Session
of the Himachal Pradesh
State Assembly from Au-
gust 18 to September 2,
2025, according to an offi-
cial statement.

Rent support

In the wake of the wides-
pread devastation caused
by torrential rains during
the ongoing monsoon sea-
son in the State, the Cabi-
net granted ex post facto

approval for providing fi-
nancial assistance in the
form of rent support for af-
fected families residing in
relief camps. Families will
receive rent assistance
through Direct Benefit
Transfer at the rate of
¥5,000 per month in rural
areas and 310,000 per
month in urban areas for a
maximum period of 6
months, it added.

The Cabinet also ap-
proved a one-time legacy
policy to regularise unre-
gistered construction
equipment vehicles. Under
this policy, owners can re-
gister their vehicles upon
payment of the applicable
one-time tax and 50% of
the due penalty, to be paid
in lump sum. The policy
will remain in effect for
three months from the
date of notification.

Himachal
Cabinet gives
nod for OBC
reservation in
civic polls

IEGKEACEH
A TR Aer

gATdl A Snate
%ﬂ'\’&maﬁﬁ@

OBC Reservation in
Urban Local Bodies
(ULBs) in Himachal
Pradesh

fRaTae wewr # =g
R el (ULBs) |
St emRequr

o The Himachal

Pradesh government on Thursday conducted its fourth straight Cabinet meeting
in the past four days, taking key decisions including a nod for introducing Other

Backward Class (OBC) reservation in the upcoming elections to urban local bodies
(ULBs) in the hill State.
fROTad UG WHR A AR & s IR 3 & emar @ef HfaAe @ smafsa
o1, forad =rgdt =T+ ATl (ULBs) & STt gTal & o1 fussT avf (0BC)
SREUT [ F BT AR Fied v Ao ferg el

e The reservation policy in civic polls was until now restricted to Scheduled
Caste/Scheduled Tribe communities and women.
3{d T TR e gATal § SRe0 Hifd dad srggfaa srfaysrggfad st
TG SR Afgensii d g Wit ot

e The Cabinet meetings between July 28 and July 31 were chaired by Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu.
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28 SdTS & 31 TS & ST g3 PiaC A5PI B! Sed G @i Rig
grGg A Bl

To facilitate the introduction of OBC reservation, the Cabinet gave approval for the
constitution of a Backward Classes Commission that would compile accurate data
on the population of backward classes before finalising the reservation roster.

SR SMREIUT AN FHRA B! UlehaT BT SR S & oy, wfamie 3t st @it
SITANT & T 1 Wi <, Sl SRE0T et D1 3ifcH T4 < 4 Ugd U avif ot
SRS W HEID ST Yhierd bl

The State’s Urban Development Department oversees 76 ULBs.

T 51 ! AT fAUTT 76 WES RIHIY ATl (ULBs) &1 3a<a dxal e

Monsoon Session of State Assembly
M FAUTT T BT 4G 94

Among other decisions, the Cabinet recommended to the Governor to convene the
Monsoon Session of the Himachal Pradesh State Assembly from August 18 to
September 2, 2025, according to an official statement.

31 it & g4, dfaric = IsauTd & 18 3T & 2 Rydar 2025 d& GA=d e
AU BT AR T g St RGBT &1, SiUBRS 991 & SR |

Rent Support for Rain-Affected Families

aut gyTfad giarl & fere f=mar agraar

In the wake of the widespread devastation caused by torrential rains during the
ongoing monsoon season in the State, the Cabinet granted ex post facto approval
for providing financial assistance in the form of rent support for affected families
residing in relief camps.

I H I @ AR 9 & SR GHAUR I I g8 SIS daTgl & HeoR,
Fiore 7 Igd RAfRY & 35 @ uutfaa ulRar) &1 fawrar Jeraar & wu o faxia
HETdT ¢ D! YT Fpfd U S|

Families will receive rent assistance through Direct Benefit Transfer at the rate of
¥5,000 per month in rural areas and ¥10,000 per month in urban areas for a
maximum period of 6 months, it added.

RaR! #! sTavee afRfthe T AW (DBT) & Arerd I urdftor &= A 25,000 ufa wre
3R Tedt &= # 210,000 Ul A8 &1 R F 3HIH 6 W I fHTaT TeTaar uesH
I SITE, THT 99 H Sl T

One-Time Legacy Policy for Unregistered Equipment Vehicles

3iStipd fAutor Sumur arg+i & fag vegza ifa

The Cabinet also approved a one-time legacy policy to regularise unregistered
construction equipment vehicles.

wierc A sicfigpd fFmfor Iy arg=l &1 Fafid a3 & o te Toyzd favmaa
=ifa ot ot wet

Under this policy, owners can register their vehicles upon payment of the applicable
one-time tax and 50% of the due penalty, to be paid in lump sum.

39 HIfd & d8d, a6 JIfiS THHRT B 3R IHTAT JHIH BT 50% TH A1 YT

P U FTEH! BT USHIHROT B Yahdl 3|
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e The policy will remain in effect for three months from the date of notification.

g el SR &1 fafy ¥ 9 98 a& gurdt g |

PM Modi and UAE
President seek to
deepen collaboration

T
]
1

GS II: India-UAE

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has spoken to United
Arab Emirates (UAE) Presi-
dent Mohamed bin Zayed
Al Nahyan as they laid em-
phasis on further deepen-
ing the collaboration bet-
ween the two countries for
the shared benefit of the

peoples of both countries,
a statement said on
Thursday.

Both leaders spoke over
the phone and reaffirmed
their mutual commitment
to further strengthening
the bilateral Comprehen-
sive Strategic Partnership

g faa, ST o T[aR &1 U6 99 | Sel T4

between India and the
UAE.

They positively assessed
the remarkable progress
made across various sec-
tors of bilateral coopera-
tion and laid emphasis on
further developing and
deepening collaboration
for the shared benefit of
the peoples of both coun-
tries.

The statement said the
President warmly congrat-
ulated Mr. Modi on becom-
ing the second-longest-
serving Prime Minister in a
continuous tenure in India,
and wished him continued
success in his service to the
nation.

PM Modi and UAE
President seek to
deepen collaboration

uuﬁﬁé’rnﬁ’r\?
TERT BT AT8d 8

India-UAE Bilateral Engagement
YRA-HYd 3R9 3RTd fguefia
gganT

e  Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has spoken to United Arab Emirates
(UAE) President Mohamed bin
Zayed Al Nahyan as they laid
emphasis on further deepening the
collaboration between the two
countries for the shared benefit of
the peoples of both countries, a
statement said on Thursday.
TYHAT RS Hidl A Y 3RE
3HRTT (UAE) & 3Tyufd digwig foa
I 1< AATga J §1d 1, Sai &l
13Tt 3 QI G &b N B AT AT
& 1T TgdvT Y 3R TeRT A W

e Both leaders spoke over the phone and reaffirmed their mutual commitment to
further strengthening the bilateral Comprehensive Strategic Partnership between
India and the UAE.
G Aarsil ¥ B IR gradid & SR YRd 9 gUs & sid fgueia e Iuritfas
ISR DI 3R A HA DI O TIH T dddT B! G-

e They positively assessed the remarkable progress made across various sectors of
bilateral cooperation and laid emphasis on further developing and deepening
collaboration for the shared benefit of the peoples of both countries.

3517 feuelia weam & faft gt & g Seasiig WiIfd &1 YHRIES oo fhar
3R B! <= 3 ATl o Tet fRel & for wea & ok iR a e s waa

faam

e The statement said the President warmly congratulated Mr. Modi on becoming the
second-longest-serving Prime Minister in a continuous tenure in India, and
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wished him continued success in his service to the nation.

I H &gl 1 fb

TGl D BT D |

There is no category called
‘suspicious voters  under RP
Act, EC mforms Rajya Sabha

..........................

Ish]tﬂ Mlshra
NEW DELHI

Amid the ongoing special
intensive revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls in Bihar, the
Election Commission (EC),
through the Union Minis-
try of Law and Justice, in-
formed the Rajya Sabha
that there was no category
called “suspicious voters”
under the Representation
of the People Act, 1951.

The Minister was res-
ponding to a question from
Samajwadi Party (SP) MP
Ramji Lal Suman, who had
asked whether “suspicious
voters” had cast their votes
in the 2024 Lok Sabha
election.

The EC, in a statement
on June 24, cited various
reasons, including rapid
urbanisation, frequent mi-
gration, young citizens be-
coming eligible to vote,
non-reporting of deaths,
and inclusion of the names
of “foreign illegal immi-
grants” as reasons that ne-
cessitated the conduct of a
special revision of the elec-

Arjun Ram Meghwal

toral roll, to ensure its inte-
grity and to keep it
error-free.

“The Election Commis-
sion has informed that
there is no category of sus-
picious voters as per the
Representation of the Peo-
ple Act, 1951,” Union Law
Minister Arjun Ram Megh-
wal said in his written rep-
ly in the Rajya Sabha.

Mr. Suman also asked if
electronic voting machines
(EVMs) could be manipu-
lated. The EC informed
that election results could
not be manipulated with
EVMs, Mr. Meghwal said.

The Law Ministry, in res-
ponse to another question

T ot A} B YRT H AR PRI A
HHY T /AT ¢ aTd YuTHA 71 W gIfde aurg §f iR Iy 1

from Rashtriya Janata Dal
(RJD) MP Manoj Kumar Jha
on Aadhaar linkage to Vo-
ter IDs, said that the Repre-
sentation of the People
Act, as amended by the
Election Laws (Amend-
ment) Act, 2021, allowed
electoral registration offic-
ers to require existing or
prospective electors to
provide their Aadhaar
numbers for establishing
their identity on a volun-
tary basis.

“The EC vide its instruc-
tion dated 4th July, 2022,
has launched the pro-
gramme to collect the Aad-
haar number of existing
and prospective electors
on a voluntary basis from
Ist August, 2022 in all
States and Union Territo-
ries. The linking of Aad-
haar with Electoral Photo
Identity Card has not yet
started,” the commission
said.

The response has come
months after the EC an-
nounced it would com-
mence the Aadhaar-linking
process soon.

I dd
# fRaR

There is no category
called ‘suspicious
voters’ under RP Act,
EC informs Rajya
Sabha

T e o
TERT BRI A8 &

Electoral Roll Revision and Voter
Identity Clarifications by EC
Hdeal gt HReA 3R Hagrdr
g9 WX g9 SATART Bt
TABTHI0

e Amid the ongoing special
intensive revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls in Bihar, the Election
Commiission (EC), through the
Union Ministry of Law and
Justice, informed the Rajya Sabha
that there was no category called
“suspicious voters” under the
Representation of the People
Act, 1951.

fagR & = 36 fagiw e
TRI&T (SIR) & SR, GG
TN (EC) A B 3R <

TATAT & HIH Y ITEHT 1 gfd fosar for o= wfafafere siferfas, 1951 & aga
“HfeTY Hagrar H &1 DIs J0N 781 5|
e The Minister was responding to a question from Samajwadi Party (SP) MP Ramji
Lal Suman, who had asked whether “suspicious voters” had cast their votes in the
2024 Lok Sabha election.

T T8 IR WHTSETS! UTd] (SP) & TG IHSIt ATel JHA & T & ofaid H ¢ IR 3,

e @1 U1 {5 1 “<ifey Aagrarsii” = 2024 @HAUT 9@ & TdaH fbar ol

e The EC, in a statement on June 24, cited various reasons, including rapid
urbanisation, frequent migration, young citizens becoming eligible to vote, non-
reporting of deaths, and inclusion of the names of “foreign illegal immigrants”
as reasons that necessitated the conduct of a special revision of the electoral roll,
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to ensure its integrity and to keep it error-free.

EC - 24 TA & U 99 H &gl [ doil | GBI, AR YT, aT ARTRD|
P A & 1T BT, Gog BT g1 A8t forern, ok -fadzft srae yarfmay & =
T g1 ok fafid aotg! & Iad Adgrar gl BT IRy GARIEI0T Sa=ad gl T/
s ST TeddT a1 o 3R I Ffexfed o1 |
“The Election Commission has informed that there is no category of suspicious
voters as per the Representation of the People Act, 1951,” Union Law Minister

Arjun Ram Meghwal said in his written reply in the Rajya Sabha.

"<[Tq TINT A foan 3 i o1 wfafaRea eiftiffam, 1951 & oruR wfery
Hagrarsil @1 g Avft T8 8, T8 I1d Bl S wA Sref T AEaTe A IsaHHT
#H 3 forRad SR H B3l
Mr. Suman also asked if electronic voting machines (EVMs) could be manipulated.
The EC informed that election results could not be manipulated with EVMs, Mr.
Meghwal said.

ol g A g5 1 g1 o 1 saagi=iep aifet a=iAl (EVMs) & 14 B8BTS &1 ol
Tadt o | o BEarad A Bl f& EC = Jfod fan {6 EvMs | gAma alkoml & dso1s
g1 D1 1 Pl |
The Law Ministry, in response to another question from Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD)
MP Manoj Kumar Jha on Aadhaar linkage to Voter IDs, said that the
Representation of the People Act, as amended by the Election Laws
(Amendment) Act, 2021, allowed electoral registration officers to require existing
or prospective electors to provide their Aadhaar numbers for establishing their
identity on a voluntary basis.

B AT A SITdT &d (RJD) & WG TSl $AR ST & dlex Agal o
TR A I Taiferd Uh 30 U & IR H Hgl fob AT BT (A=ire) rferfras,
2021 GRT IRNTIT o wfafiie srffa & SuR AT Usiievur fReTial o
HIS[aT a1 U Haerdish 9 376! Ugar RITUd #3 & fig Wiess R
IHT YR &R AN B AR B
“The EC, vide its instruction dated 4th July, 2022, has launched the programme to
collect the Aadhaar number of existing and prospective electors on a voluntary
basis from 1st August, 2022 in all States and Union Territories.

"EC 3 31U 4 @S, 2022 & M & A1 ¥ 1 3ARA, 2022 I Toft Ire4) 3R b
Ry W= § Hielal 3R JUIfad Aderarstt & SMUR HaR & WfDd U | e
PR BT BRABHH R [HAT 5 |
The linking of Aadhaar with Electoral Photo Identity Card has not yet started, the
commission said.

3TN A Fel f& SMUR B AT Wiel g U7 I ST il IR= 181 g3 3|
The response has come months after the EC announced it would commence the
Aadhaar-linking process soon.

Tg ufaforar 9 oM § 19 EC 7 $© Wl Ugd 9N &1 2t foh 98 Sieg &1 SR
TRt ufspan = |
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Trump, negotiation
team ‘frustrated’ with

India, says

P L L I,

US. official

Trump, negotiation team

" “frustrated’ with India, says

U.S. official

AR iftremTival &1 Ha
2 % o ok g9t qrat &fiw

:GS II: India-US___ HRI I 'R &
Press Trust of India table early. They’ve been a’ %I
NEW YORK slow rolling things. So I

U.S. Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessent on Thursday
said President Donald
Trump and the entire trade
negotiation team had been
“frustrated” with India ov-
er the trade talks.

think the President, the
whole trade team, have
been frustrated with
them,” Mr. Bessent told
CNBC. He also said that In-
dia has been a large buyer
of oil from Russia, which is
facing sanctions, and re-

U.S. Trade Tensions with India

YRd & 1Y AR 1 ATIRS a1

o U.S. Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent on
Thursday said President Donald Trump
and the entire trade negotiation team had
been “frustrated” with India over the
trade talks.

His comments came a  selling it. “So, they [India] SARFT F BN IRIT wHie I I
day after Mr. Trump an- have not been a great glo- 3 . TodR
nounced a 25% tariff on all  bal actor,” he said. ! el Tg i <4 3R RIATUR
goods coming from India The tariff announce- 911 &@ WRd P T IR FTATSHl bl BT
starting August 1, plus an  ment is being seen as a “faRmr w1

unspecified penalty for
buying Russian crude oil
and military equipment.

“I don’t know what’s go-
ing to happen. It will be up
to India. India came to the

pressure tactic to get India
to agree to demands made
by the U.S., which has, in
recent days, got favourable
trade deals with Japan, the
U.K. and the EU.

e His comments came a day after Mr.
Trump announced a 25% tariff on all
goods coming from India starting August
1, plus an unspecified penalty for buying
Russian crude oil and military
equipment.

ISP T 1 3R J HRA 3 ardt g I IR 25% 2RE SR T s da g
A IUBUN Wil WR AFATEY & ) 9IYon & T e 91 3u|

e "l don't know what's going to happen. It will be up to India. India came to the table
early. They've been slow rolling things. So | think the President, the whole trade team,
have been frustrated with them,” Mr. Bessent told CNBC.

T 8! Tl ST &1 BT | I8 WRd WR R S| yRa S[osid & araf & s o,
o a8 el o dR-4R S 9gT 36T 7 | ST T T & fob JIFUTd $7R GR1 IR
& 39 fART=T 81 g1 8, ot 9¥c 5 CNBC ¥ gl

e He also said that India has been a large buyer of oil from Russia, which is facing

sanctions, and reselling it.

I g8 W Be1 fb YR T T dd BT 981 @ISR a1, o ufdaell &1 Jra=n o
TR, IR Ig S R AT W/

e "So, they [India] have not been a great global actor,” he said.

"o, 9 [URd] T He™ A yrfieR 751 8 & S Hall
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e The tariff announcement is being seen as a pressure tactic to get India to agree to
demands made by the U.S., which has, in recent days, got favourable trade deals
with Japan, the U.K., and the EU.
Ig ¢R® Bt NI9on Ue gara Bt 0T & Fu H T 16 R A1 URa B
SANDT GRI BT 75 HITH D WIBR B b (o1T TolGR [T S b, e SHNRDT A

B1A & ol H STUM, g,%. 3R 39 & 1Y IHd ATIR

|HSNd fHU |

Nudges from the Court, silence from the commission

he Supreme Court of I.ndla speaks in

questions. Sometimes softly,

sometimes sharply. In its hearings on

the Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
conducted by the Election Commission of India
(ECI) in Bihar, the Court has asked what many in
the country were thinking: Why was there a
sudden need for fresh documentation? Why now?
And what happens to the millions who cannot
comply? Yet, the Court got a response from the
ECI that did not address the underlying concern.
The ECI insists that this is a technical revision.
But the reality on the ground, and the
implications of its policy, tell a very different
story.

The SIR in Bihar requires every voter to submit
new proof of citizenship — within one month — or
face removal from the voter list. The stated intent
is accuracy. But the effect is exclusion. This is not
administrative housekeeping. It is an ideological
shift in the treatment of citizens: from presumed
inclusion to presumptive exclusion. This shift
marks a deep departure from the constitutional
vision of universal adult franchise.

Turning away from constitutional promises
When India became a republic, it did something
radical: it gave the vote to all adults, regardless of
literacy, income, caste or gender. The Constituent
Assembly debated this extensively. Many
Members doubted whether the country was
ready. But Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, among others,
insisted that political equality must come first asa
prelude to achieving social and economic
equality.

That principle was translated into practice by
the first Chief Election Commissioner (CEC),
Sukumar Sen (March 21, 1950-December 18, 1958).
Faced with 173 million potential voters, most of
them illiterate, he innovated. He introduced
voting symbols and designed processes that made
participation easy, not difficult. India’s first
elections were not perfect, but they were
inclusive. In contrast, the revision in Bihar by
India’s 26th CEC, Gyanesh Kumar, is the opposite.
By demanding rare documents such as birth
certificates and passports — held by only a small
fraction of the population, the ECI is setting a bar
that millions cannot meet. Aadhaar cards and
ration cards, widely held by the poor, are not
accepted. In Bihar, over 65 lakh people may now
be at risk of disenfranchisement.

This is not an isolated event. We saw a similar
exercise in Assam. The classification of

Sanjay Hegde

is a Senior Advocate
designated by the
Supreme Court

of India

The Special
Intensive
Revision of
Bihar's electoral
rolls is a
turning point
for citizens,
civil society and
Parliament —
universal
franchise must
not be undone
in the name

of ‘vigilance’

lungi-wearing, Bengali-speaking Muslim
inhabitants as “D-voters” (doubtful voters) by the
officers of the Election Commission, turned
thousands into stateless persons. Many found
themselves pleading before foreigners’ tribunals,
facing hostile bureaucracies and with no real
opportunity to prove citizenship. With tribunals
declaring them as foreigners and with no country
ready to accept them, many have been just
forcibly thrown away across India’s borders, as
unwanted human detritus.

Bihar is at risk of repeating that mistake. The
State is poor, flood-prone, and infrastructurally
weak. A rigid document deadline during the
monsoon season is not just poor planning. Itis a
barrier, intentionally or otherwise, for the poor
and the marginalised to access the ballot box. The
burden of proof has now shifted. Citizens must
prove that they belong, rather than the state
proving they do not. This reversal may seem
technical, but its moral and democratic cost is
immense.

Historical lessons and warnings

There are disturbing echoes here of the Jim Crow
era in the United States (late 19th century to the
mid-20th century), where African-American
voters were disenfranchised through literacy
tests, poll taxes and administrative obstructions.
The veneer was legal; the purpose was political. It
took federal intervention and landmark rulings
such as Reynolds vs Sims (1964) and the Voting
Rights Act 1965 to restore the right to vote as a
true universal right.

India has similar legal protections. Supreme
Court rulings such as Md. Rahim Ali vs State of
Assam (2024) and Lal Babu Hussein vs Electoral
Registration Officer (1995) have made it clear:
disenfranchisement without due process is
unconstitutional. Citizenship cannot be revoked
or denied arbitrarily. Yet, here we are again —
requiring the most vulnerable to navigate a
process stacked against them.

The Court, during its hearing, asked pointed
questions about the humanitarian consequences
of the ECI's actions. But the ECI's response has
been administrative, not empathetic. It continues
to insist on timelines and technicalities, without
addressing the social reality.

The ECI's constitutional mandate is not merely
to maintain clean lists. It is to ensure free and fair
elections. This means enabling the right to vote —
not erecting barriers to it. In this, the ECI is
failing. And the Court, while alert, must decide

whether it will continue nudging it or start
directing it. A soft caution is not enough when
millions face disenfranchisement.

If this continues unchecked, we are entering
dangerous territory. Voting could become a
privilege of the documented middle class -
urban, salaried, tech-savvy —while the poor, the
displaced, and the undocumented are left
behind. We risk creating two Indias: one with
voting rights and one without. Political parties
will then cater only to those who count - literally.
Those without votes will be ignored in
policymaking, welfare and justice. We are not just
talking about voter lists here. We are talking
about power — Who gets it. Who keeps it. And
who is kept out of it.

A quiet Emergency

There is no need for tanks on the street to declare
an emergency. A quiet one is already here. It
arrives through missing names, unmet deadlines
and unanswered questions. It arrives when state
machinery treats citizenship as a favour, not a
right. This moment calls for resistance — not just
from the Court, but from citizens, civil society
and Parliament. We must reclaim the principle
that the right to vote belongs to the people, not
the paperwork. Sadak, samaj and Supreme Court
must loudly proclaim that Mother India belongs
to all her children and that she does not
discriminate on a religious or economic basis
when her protection is sought.

As historian Ornit Shani reminds us in the
book, How India Became Democratic, universal
franchise was not an administrative accident, it
was an imaginative leap. Bureaucrats and citizens
together transformed a colonial mindset into a
democratic one. That achievement must not be
undone in the name of vigilance.

The ECI must remember that elections are not
entrance examinations. They are acts of
belonging. And in a democracy, you do not have
to prove you belong. You vote because you are a
citizen. And you are a citizen because the
Constitution says so, not because you can find
your birth certificate.

The vote is not a mere document. Itis a
declaration: that we are all equal. That one man
has one vote and one vote has one value. That
even if I have one vote out of 1.4 billion votes, it is
an equal share in the republic, in which I and
every Indian are equal participants. That right of
ownership and participation is what is now at
stake.

Nudges from the Court, silence from the commission
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The Supreme Court of India speaks in questions. Sometimes softly, sometimes
sharply.

YR &1 G B¢ Taral & JRA 919 Hedl § — HH R 9, Fff 9 sigrt 7
In its hearings on the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) conducted by the Election
Commission of India (ECI) in Bihar, the Court has asked what many in the country
were thinking: Why was there a sudden need for fresh documentation? Why now?
And what happens to the millions who cannot comply?

fagR & HRd fatas ST (EC) gRT fad 7T faste Tes qAleron (SIR) ﬁgﬂ?ﬂé
T BI¢ A 9 JaTd ISTT S S/ & By T " I8 Y: 3G U Al bl Sedd
FT? 3t N2 3R T HIST T T B Sl DT UTA gt DR bal?

Yet, the Court got a response from the ECI that did not address the underlying
concern.

R oft, P ot FMafea smahT & o srare firar < ga fiar # "@aifte 98 s-arl
The ECl insists that this is a technical revision.

ECI %1 G1d1 ¢ fo I% Had TP adp-i1d! TRI&T ¢ |

But the reality on the ground, and the implications of its policy, tell a very different
story.

AfepT Sl w=ms ik STt i F wHTT $3 3R & Her 9 IRd

The SIR in Bihar requires every voter to submit new proof of citizenship — within one
month — or face removal from the voter list.

fS8R # SIR & d5d X HAGHAT B TH HgIH & 3G ARTRDAT BT AT YHTUT T
BT, R 3¢ Aaerar g1 A ger far s

The stated intent is accuracy. But the effect is exclusion.
ENCIRCERINIR: 1o B0 ERIRIRIC AN CR R R G e

This is not administrative housekeeping. It is an ideological shift in the treatment of
citizens: from presumed inclusion to presumptive exclusion.

I8 Pls YRMHD HBTg BT BT e, dich AR & WY HIGR H NS dgara
? — Td: W A 9, W: 9iespd 991 31 3R |

This shift marks a deep departure from the constitutional vision of universal adult
franchise.

ggwwmwwfﬁwaﬁﬁmm#@ﬁwmgﬁﬁm
|

Turning away from constitutional promises

durfre ardi | 4g HigT

When India became a republic, it did something radical: it gave the vote to all adults,
regardless of literacy, income, caste or gender.

S HR TMURT §1, dl S Ueb HifdbRI HeH ISTT: GH! TTD! bl AIGRT,
3y, Srfa a1 {71 Y urars f6 fomr wagm 1 siftrem faan

The Constituent Assembly debated this extensively. Many Members doubted whether
the country was ready.

TR FHT 7 39 R el 989 g3 T &% Jowu 9x™ H 3 fob oam 3= 39 fore
R B

But Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, among others, insisted that political equality must come first
as a prelude to achieving social and economic equality.

AfP 1. IR SfasH Iad 3T AN 7 Irefde AT &I QTHIS S 3R
3 THGT | Ugd W3 S|
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That principle was translated into practice by the first Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC), Sukumar Sen (March 21, 1950-December 18, 1958).

Ig Rigid YRd & Ugd 4= fHated 3mged (CEC), PHR A (21 9T 1950 - 18
fadaR 1958) gRT yaER H rdn 4|

Faced with 173 million potential voters, most of them illiterate, he innovated.
173 faferae Svfaa wagrarst, o4 @ siftieiar sifRiférd 9, &1 dad gu3IsA
araR fear|

He introduced voting symbols and designed processes that made participation
easy, not difficult.

IBI AagT Uil B =T farar SR T ufehan s1¢ o wrfiert wRa g5 |
India’s first elections were not perfect, but they were inclusive.

YRd % Ugd g9 Quf 8T &, Afe 3 qumasht 3

In contrast, the revision in Bihar by India’s 26th CEC, Gyanesh Kumar, is the
opposite.
;ﬂ%ﬁuﬂﬁ, YR & 26d CEC Y FUR GRI [9gR H a1 TaT IRIEU 0P Ide

I

By demanding rare documents such as birth certificates and passports — held by
only a small fraction of the population, the ECl is setting a bar that millions cannot
meet.

\Tq'mﬁ“é%ﬁumﬁamw% SR o WIS SR Urule, oY ad $O
R & U g, I I8 UHT 1S ad $R 61 ¢ ol PRIS! dRT GRT 8] HX g |
Aadhaar cards and ration cards, widely held by the poor, are not accepted.
TR & U STHAR TR HING SMYR BTS 3R IR BTS B A=Al Tl of ol Tal|

In Bihar, over 65 lakh people may now be at risk of disenfranchisement.

fagR & 319 65 @G ¥ 3P TR AAIUPR A R EH F @R A g APd &

This is not an isolated event

9% PIg UHd AT 81 &

Bihar is at risk of repeating that mistake

feR a8t Tadt e F @R AR

We saw a similar exercise in Assam.

g 3 | +ft Tt &) wfthar 3= ot

The classification of lungi-wearing, Bengali-speaking Muslim inhabitants as "D-
voters” (doubtful voters) by the officers of the Election Commission, turned
thousands into stateless persons.

fyataq smarT & STl gRT gt ug== aral, Siver Sieq ara giedw Fafr «t
"D-dlex” (dfery wagran) giftd 31, FART ARl oI Ieag I a1 faar|

Many found themselves pleading before foreigners’ tribunals, facing hostile
bureaucracies and with no real opportunity to prove citizenship.

o3 A fad=ht =marfirewon & Irve TeR @ fed, wrgargef e=me &1
TTHAT H4, 3R ARG FIfad HIA BT HIg aRAfdP 3HaHR T8l U & |

With tribunals declaring them as foreigners and with no country ready to accept
them, many have been just forcibly thrown away across India’s borders, as unwanted
human detritus.

O ATATAR0T I8 faexi Tifld #d § 3R PIE 3 I WIPR 8] B, ol s
AN B STeRA HRd B 13 P UR B fEan wam, S 3raifesd A1g HerT|

Page33

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

The State is poor, flood-prone, and infrastructurally weak.

Tg T T, F1e-yHTiAd 3R giard o & sHeiR 31

A rigid document deadline during the monsoon season is not just poor planning.
AT & HIH § e gedTdell GHAITAT Had WRIE e -6l ¢ |

It is a barrier, intentionally or otherwise, for the poor and the marginalised to access
the ballot box.

Ig Ueh $PIAC ¢, UTe WGP 81 U1 781, Frad e 3R 1N R v @il &
forT waeM w3 gftwd 8l ST 3|

The burden of proof has now shifted.

3 Fgd T YR ANRD! W ST fear mar g1

Citizens must prove that they belong, rather than the state proving they do not.
ARIR! B! AIfSd BT I foF & 39 I & 8, I9T 9D (% 9 $I Ig Afad
F IS fF AT

This reversal may seem technical, but its moral and democratic cost is immense.

g 9GdTd dPB-I®] a7 Yol g, Aic- U@ Afd® iR diediie Jod 9gd HR |

Historical lessons and warnings

vfagiie g9 ik Sdmafar

There are disturbing echoes here of the Jim Crow era in the United States (late
19th century to the mid-20th century), where African-American voters were
disenfranchised through literacy tests, poll taxes and administrative obstructions.

g X1y ARSI H ford Y g (199 9t & 3fd & 206 Wt & wem dw) 31
fRIdTeM® Frafdbal I8! [GTTs <l o, 9Ta! WP IPI-SARS Fagrarsil o ATgRdT
TRI&OT, TR SR YRS 3ST1 & e I AAIDR 3 dferd o fear |
The veneer was legal; the purpose was political.

TIERt T BT AT, Wb € ISHITAD Tl
It took federal intervention and landmark rulings such as Reynolds vs Sims (1964)
and the Voting Rights Act 1965 to restore the right to vote as a true universal right.
TATRGR $) U6 T= WIS SfIBR & ¥ § 9670 B & U Ty gwdag oiR
Reynolds d-TH Sims (1964) o Ui et aut Voting Rights Act 1965 Gl
I Hdl Uo! |
India has similar legal protections.

YR & f T € BT JREm g |
Supreme Court rulings such as Md. Rahim Ali vs State of Assam (2024) and Lal
Babu Hussein vs Electoral Registration Officer (1995) have made it clear:
disenfranchisement without due process is unconstitutional.

Md. Rahim Ali d-TH 3HH I (2024) 3iR Lal Babu Hussein §9TH faata=
Tl T JRBRY (1995) S A HIE & Hal 7 Wy foar §: witkar & fa=r
AAIBR A dfRra BT sRidenfe® 2|
Citizenship cannot be revoked or denied arbitrarily.

ARTRSG AT B HHM &1 A IE I1 SRAIPR g1 fhar oIl ol
Yet, here we are again — requiring the most vulnerable to navigate a process stacked
against them.

fope ot W?E@%—Gﬁwﬁmﬁﬁﬁ@wmnﬁmaﬁm
PRATUS G 5|
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Judicial Questions and Administrative Apathy

e Uy 3R U=mfA® Serfiaar

The Court, during its hearing, asked pointed questions about the humanitarian
consequences of the ECl's actions.

GAATs & SR AT 3 TG AT 6 Hridet & WGl UR YHTT 6 AhR
TP Uy 3o

But the ECI's response has been administrative, not empathetic.

Qfd gATa T &Y wiaferar Rk y=mafae 381, Gde=ita =51 |

It continues to insist on timelines and technicalities, without addressing the social
reality.

g 3fd I THAHAAT 3R aH-at aTdl IR §R < 6T 5, e ArHTferd ardfadal
B ST PR @3

The ECI's constitutional mandate is not merely to maintain clean lists.

AT SN P Fd YT TR Had Y[ faal a9T¢ W= 161 6

It is to ensure free and fair elections.

P 3220 § a7 3R Freaer gTe gRd B

This means enabling the right to vote — not erecting barriers to it.

391 3 ¢ HAGH & fUPR P T ST — 7 o ITH FTUTE IS HAT|
In this, the ECI is failing.

¥ 19 3T fawe g1 @1 B

And the Court, while alert, must decide whether it will continue nudging it or start
directing it.

3R oI 7@ §U <ATATET DI o H=A1 G [0 d8 hadl Aebd Bl Yo T 39 e
1 & ST
A soft caution is not enough when millions face disenfranchisement.

Od HRIS! ART AATRIPR | dftd 811 &1 HR | §, 99 gd dara-t uaie 81 g

Two Indias at Risk
3 YRA 997 BT Wl

If this continues unchecked, we are entering dangerous territory.

gfe g8 ST XGT, O 51 GaRATP &9 H Ja R G 5|

Voting could become a privilege of the documented middle class — urban,
salaried, tech-savvy — while the poor, the displaced, and the undocumented are
left behind.

G, dATUIT, TR U | WEH GEATaferd 7L ¥ & oy AaeH tH
faRwftreR 97 9% g, el T, fawnfie 3R exarwfag= fs ge |

We risk creating two Indias: one with voting rights and one without.

TH &l HRA S & SIRGH H §: T o AaiueR § ofR T forad =g

Political parties will then cater only to those who count — literally.

TSI G e had Swa! B! il Bl ot et #f § — Mfeqd &9 A

Those without votes will be ignored in policymaking, welfare and justice.
oo U dic 781 §, I3 i f=HT0T, HedTor 3R < H AeR3ige o) fear S|
We are not just talking about voter lists here.

TH UgI Had WGl Gfedl & §1d gl P 3@ 5|

We are talking about power — Who gets it. Who keeps it. And who is kept out of
it.
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TH 91 R 38 & 91 Bl — fpd fadl 8, ®19 g91¢ 1@dr € ok f5a 599 aew
QT AT & |

A quiet Emergency
TS HiF STUTadhTa

There is no need for tanks on the street to declare an emergency.

HSPI U P 51 DI SReRd o1 § HUTADI FId PR & foru|

A quiet one is already here.

TS HIF SATUTABTE Usd 8l 3 g1 5|

It arrives through missing names, unmet deadlines and unanswered questions.
Tg g A, e FuaRitareit ofv srgaia waral & JRT 11 g |

It arrives when state machinery treats citizenship as a favour, not a right.

g d9 AT § O Isd o ARTRS1 &1 SR 7Y afew Fur o g1

This moment calls for resistance — not just from the Court, but from citizens, civil
society and Parliament.

g5 gHY faRYYy 1 1T vl & — PHadl ATaTed I ol Ifedh ARTRD, ARG FATS
3R w¥g 4 oY)

We must reclaim the principle that the right to vote belongs to the people, not the
paperwork.

&4 39 Rigid &1 g7 RIUd &A1 81T o Ade BT SIRIBR AN T 8, PITAT B
G

Sadak, samaj and Supreme Court must loudly proclaim that Mother India belongs
to all her children and that she does not discriminate on a religious or economic
basis.

ISP, GHTS 3R i B B TR T He1 A1t fr yRa Arar goft s=i 1 8 iR
I% uTfife a1 S SMYR W VeuTa T8 Hed |

The Democratic Vision

Apdi® eR®

As historian Ornit Shani reminds us in the book, How India Became Democratic,
universal franchise was not an administrative accident, it was an imaginative leap.

Sﬁgw 3= ==t 6'1?{ 3T J¥dd "How India Became Democratic” | R
ﬁﬁﬁ%’ﬁﬁwﬁmﬁwmaﬁémgﬁﬂﬁ T, Sfch T Hea-Rie
BTN Y|
Bureaucrats and citizens together transformed a colonial mindset into a democratic
one.

TRl SR ARIR®T A e siuf R amfiea o aiedite Ja b
dadl

That achievement must not be undone in the name of vigilance.

39 Iualfes I Fdhdl & A1 W Y g1 fobar S=m anfg|

What EClI Must Remember

YATT ATART 1 T T I TR

The ECI must remember that elections are not entrance examinations.

TG 3N P! TTE [T AT b AT IS Wa=r udten 781 €|
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They are acts of belonging.

q SYHTY ST F P3|

And in a democracy, you do not have to prove you belong.

3R WIPdA H, HUD! I8 AIfdd P Pt AF-<d A81 ¢ [P AU TA A B 5|
You vote because you are a citizen.

3T AR €, TH(AY 319 dIc B §|

And you are a citizen because the Constitution says so, not because you can find
your birth certificate.

3R MY RIS § i AT AT Hgal g, 7 b ST Riifds 3iads g o7
WHIUT U 5|

The vote is not a mere document.

dle Had U AW e 81

It is a declaration: that we are all equal.

I8 U HIYUN §: & g 99 9 B

That one man has one vote and one vote has one value.

féb Qe caferd 1 T dic gidT § IR X dic T T Hed gial o

That even if | have one vote out of 1.4 billion, it is an equal share in the republic.
fo el B TR UTY 1.4 3RE ¥ | TS dIc 3, I8 TURTST H UM UTFTGRT 51

That right of ownership and participation is what is now at stake.

I8 Wit 3R HTfigRY 1 SIRIPR 3 i U T g3 B |
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Can the ICJ ruling force rich nations to pay for historical emissions?

EGS II: International

[

n July 23, the International Court of
Justice (ICJ) issued a landmark
advisory opinion reaffirming states’
legal obligations to mitigate climate
change. The court emphasised that countries
are required to reduce their greenhouse gases
(GHG) emissions and support vulnerable
nations. The ruling has sparked debates over
sovereignty, enforcement, and global equity.
Can the IC] ruling force rich nations to pay for
historical emissions? Ted Nordhaus and Anand
Grover discuss the question in a conversation
moderated by Kunal Shankar. Edited excerpts:

What are your thoughts on the ICJ’s ruling?

Ted Nordhaus: There are a set of problems
here. If you're saying international law could
eventually impose obligations or criminal
proceedings against nations responsible for
emissions and resulting climate impacts... sure,
in theory. But for that to materialise, we would
need clear impacts — driven not just by climate
variability but by climate change. You would
have to detect trends in underlying physical
phenomena and attribute those specifically to
climate change. But with global warming around
1-1.5°C, we don’t yet have strong anthropogenic
signals in most events. Yes, the planet has
warmed, but it is amplifying existing
phenomena, not creating entirely new ones.
Then there is the question of consequences —
how many people are in harm’s way?
Populations are moving into coastal zones for
economic opportunity, not away from them. All
this makes adjudicating these cases difficult. I'm
sceptical that this will result in compelling or
actionable international legal findings.

Anand Grover: The IC] opinion is a legal
statement, not an enforceable judgment. It
doesn’t allow states or individuals to easily show
causality between a state’s inaction and specific
harm. That linkage is hard to prove. Say you
want to show that a state failed to act and that
caused a temperature rise of 1.5°C — how do you
prove that link? And as Ted mentioned, these
events would likely have occurred regardless,
though climate change may exacerbate them.
Also, the structural problems in the
international legal system remain. The US., a
major emitter, backed out of the Paris
Agreement and continues to subsidise fossil
fuels. If you can’t hold such states accountable,
how will you hold anyone else? Even if the 1CJ
issued an enforceable order — unlikely — the UN
Security Council could block enforcement. As
we have seen in other cases such as Gaza,
enforcement is political. That said, there is a
positive: the ruling provides legal grounding for

Steam rises from the cooling towers of coal power blocks in Neurath,
Germany. REUTERS

domestic courts. Countries that have ratified and
incorporated treaties can now use this to hold
their own governments accountable. That is
useful, particularly for vulnerable island nations.
But attributing harm to specific countries
remains difficult.

Anand, the court reaffirmed the 1.5°C
threshold from the Paris Agreement, but we
are likely to cross that soon. Should the court
have gone further in addressing that?

AG: I don’t think so. The court can’t invent
scientific facts. It must rely on established
findings from the IPCC (Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change) or other expert bodies. It
can only say that there is a duty to reduce
emissions to stay below 1.5°C, based on those
findings. But it cannot prescribe emission limits
or action plans. That is not its mandate. Also, as
we know, targets have never really been met.
The U.S. has withdrawn (from the Paris
Agreement); others aren’t cooperating.

Ted, U.S. President Donald Trump has
announced a rollback of Obama-era
regulations meant to curb carbon emissions
that were undergirded by the Endangerment
Finding. How do you see the IC]’s references
to historical responsibility in this context?

TN: This all comes back to sovereignty. No
sovereign nation will dismantle its energy
system because a court tells them to — not the
U.S., not India, not China. That is the reality. The
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s
‘endangerment finding’ never really had teeth.
The Biden administration tried to use it to phase
out combustion engines by 2032, but it became
a political liability.

There is this idea that international courts or
legal mechanisms will force painful transitions
onto reluctant countries. That is just not going to
happen. The IC] ruling doesn’t change that. The
politics aren’t there. You won’t get international

ee

These mechanisms [Loss and Damage Fund]
were created by Western
environmentalists. Trying to co-opt them to
advance equity has failed. Developing
countries should focus on their own
development using whatever resources they
can muster.

TED NORDHAUS

legal action to translate into significant domestic
shifts in major economies.

‘Would the Loss and Damage Fund may be
more effective than the IC] ruling?

TN: That is a false choice. Neither the ICJ ruling
nor the fund is likely to push wealthy nations to
provide substantial compensation. History
shows they have not been serious about it. What
little has come through is mostly rebranded
development aid. If developing nations are
waiting for climate reparations to finance
development, they will be waiting a long time.
Worse, the idea of reparations and legal redress
has kept many of these countries tethered to
frameworks that often restrict their access to
energy. That is a poor trade-off.

These mechanisms were created by Western
environmentalists. Trying to co-opt them to
advance equity has failed. Developing countries
should focus on their own development using
whatever resources they can muster.

AG: [ agree in part. Many international
conventions were created to hold developing
countries accountable. They were not applied
equally to the West. For instance, human rights
standards were used against countries in the
Global South, but the West ignores them at
home — take U.S. immigration policy, for
example. Now, the West is in economic decline.
Mr. Trump wants manufacturing back in the U.S.
because wages are high and companies moved
to China. To do that, he is relaxing
environmental regulations. Yet he won’t be held
accountable. If the U.S. can ignore global norms,
how can we expect compliance from others?

Still, I believe domestic courts can use the ICJ
ruling effectively. Environmental groups can
argue that governments failed to act. That is
more feasible locally. But even this is getting
harder. Courts in India, like in the U.S., are
increasingly weak and politicised. Ten years ago,
we couldn’t imagine the Indian Supreme Court
functioning as it does now. Just as in the U.S., we
would not have expected the Supreme Court to
undo affirmative action 10 years ago.

Would you agree with Ted that developing
nations should not rely on reparations?

AG: Yes, we shouldn’t. But that doesn’t mean we
abdicate responsibility. India’s emissions impact
Indians. Look at Delhi’s air — every winter the
city becomes unlivable. We must reduce
emissions for our own sake. Technology can
help, and if we develop it, we can even lead
globally. But governments are beholden to
corporate interests. During COVID-19,
pharmaceutical companies dictated policy. The
same is happening with energy. They resist
upgrades because it cuts into profits. So we must
act on our own, not wait for compensation.

Ted, your advocacy of ecomodernism hinges
on technological solutions. But if these
technologies don’t reach developing
countries, won’t that hinder
decarbonisation?

TN: The idea that the West develops tech and
hands it off is outdated. China now leads in
clean tech and exports to both the West and
developing countries. India may follow.
Technology flows aren’t unidirectional any
more. The 1990s framework of common but
differentiated responsibilities and tech transfer
is no longer valid. Yet the IC] ruling still operates
on that model. It doesn’t reflect today’s reality
where clean tech flows in many directions. If we
were crafting a framework today, we wouldn’t
do it the way the UNFCCC (UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change) did in 1990.

Ted, do you see any positives in this ruling?

TN: Honestly, no. It feels like a zombie ruling —
left over from a framework that has lost
relevance. With the collapse of the post-Cold
War order, this is just another effort to keep old
institutions looking relevant.

AG: It still has value domestically. Activists and
lawyers can use it to push their governments to
act. But internationally, prospects are bleak.

The U.K.’s Shadow Energy Secretary claims
that the ruling will trigger a wave of litigation
against developed nations. Do you agree?

AG: No, that is alarmist. The ruling is vague on
obligations and proof standards. Internationally,
it won't result in litigation. Domestically, it can
be used to argue that governments have failed to
act. That is where the real potential lies.
[ORG(0]
.': To listen to the full interview

Scan the code or go to the link
www.thehindu.com

Can the ICJ ruling force rich nations to pay for historical
emissions?

o1 Ic) F1 fAvia iR ¢ &) efdeTiRie Scaei= & ferg
YA B & FIT AR = IHhal 32

ICJ ruling and historical emissions debate
IC) @1 Aol ok

e On July 23, the International Court of Justice (ICJ) issued a landmark advisory
opinion reaffirming states’ legal obligations to mitigate climate change.

IS WR 989
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23 TS P! AT T (1C)) 3 STaarg URTd= D1 HH B & fo7g Isdi &
BT il bl gfY $d §U Uep RfAeTiRIes HeTg®R g Wik 1 |

e The court emphasised that countries are required to reduce their greenhouse gases
(GHG) emissions and support vulnerable nations.

AT < 39 910 IR 9R {071 & 20 ! 3 WHgIed 19 (GHG) IS & HH
BT 3R FHGR S BT FHYT BT TSP 2

e The ruling has sparked debates over sovereignty, enforcement, and global equity.

39 fAofa = Fuye, yadd iR e =g & doR 959 88 ¢ B

www.patrioticias.in

Can the I1CJ ruling force rich nations to pay for historical emissions?

wmgvmﬁvhm%ﬁﬁﬁmmwﬁﬂ%mwﬁmﬁ%mwm
Tl 87

e Ted Nordhaus: There are a set of problems here.
¢S ARSI Ul s U |

e If you're saying international law could eventually impose obligations or criminal
proceedings against nations responsible for emissions and resulting climate
impacts... sureig\%trfg;)ry. P -
SR Y P GlaQnglqib‘F-jHGﬁH:d&Md 3¥h PRUT U S[Adig U
& forg iR 2 iR g a1 STRITI® SRfaTE! AN &) T 7... ) Agifded =
¥ g8 YHa g

e But for that to materialise, we would need clear impacts — driven not just by
climate variability but by climate change.
Afp 3% forg g4 Ty wuTal &t SMaRadhdr gt — ot had wraary fafasar 3 =
§fesh STararg giad= 3 ORd g1

e You would have to detect trends in underlying physical phenomena and attribute
those specifically to climate change.

3Taen! Wifae Te=eit & S o7 UaT ST 81T 3R 38 9% U ¥ Saaryg
uf¥ad= 9 Ss-1 gnm|

e But with global warming around 1-1.5°C, we don’t yet have strong anthropogenic
signals in most events.
A 5ie fYP ATUH TR 1-1.5°C I 91 3, a9 Ht if¥pizr gest #
AT HHd WE T g

e Yes, the planet has warmed, but it is amplifying existing phenomena, not creating
entirely new ones.
g, 78 T §311 8, Tch+T e HisfaT Uil 1 9gT TeT &, 7§ ¥e -1l &1 38T

e Then there is the question of consequences — how many people are in harm’s way?
5= aRuTTHY 1 Haret Sl & — foba o Sif@w # 87

e Populations are moving into coastal zones for economic opportunity, not away from
them.
anT 3ffe SrawRl ! Jar & ad iy &l 7 31 3G §, 39 X el

e All this makes adjudicating these cases difficult.
3 gt a1d 37 AHal 3 Foffa Sear sfea 371 3t B

e I'm sceptical that this will result in compelling or actionable international legal
findings.
jﬁmé%ﬁuﬁmmmﬁwwmmw

I

Page39

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Anand Grover

3¢ Mav

Climate Responsibility and the ICJ Verdict

waarg IWREIE 3 sgHt &1 Aol

The ICJ opinion is a legal statement, not an enforceable judgment.

IC) B I TP BT! aade 8, Dis yad+ gy fofg 75|

It doesn’t allow states or individuals to easily show causality between a state’s
inaction and specific harm.

g Tl 1 Al Bt it ITea &t Ffssadr ok faf¥s g1fa & g sror & s
9 fe@m &t srgufd =gt &l

That linkage is hard to prove.

Y &Y P! Frfad BT GRwd g

Say you want to show that a state failed to act and that caused a temperature rise
of 1.5°C — how do you prove that link?

A Sfore 3 feam arga § b feft Irsa &t fAfsradr & &RoT 1.5°C aadH g
g3 — Y 31U I Ty B H Tifad Hr?

And as Ted mentioned, these events would likely have occurred regardless, though
climate change may exacerbate them.

3R oI fb 28 A g, B geTE Yyaa: 99 o Sl gTaifes srerarg uRad— 3% ok
T HHAT 5|

Also, the structural problems in the international legal system remain.

1Y Y, SARRTTR ST OITel! & ERAATHS HHETE 51 85 6|

The U.S., a major emitter, backed out of the Paris Agreement and continues to
subsidise fossil fuels.

T T ARSI, Ol U T I ¢, - Ui gugia 9 9 ge T 8k

SHarsw go & Afeds) 31 TR 35ar 8

If you can’t hold such states accountable, how will you hold anyone else?

SRR 30 T <=7 1 ForIER 51 a1 Fahd], ol 31U GERI Pl bl SIE?

Even if the ICJ issued an enforceable order — unlikely — the UN Security Council

could block enforcement.

U & 1C) PIE WAl TG TSR S = — St o5 HuTaT =18l & — oo <t wiga
Y GR& URYG 39 Uaci- &I U Gl g

As we have seen in other cases such as Gaza, enforcement is political.

3T o B IS S a1y HTel & 3 3, W Ao g 31

That said, there is a positive: the ruling provides legal grounding for domestic

courts.

R 1ff, U IpRIEAS 91d I8 & % I8 Mol ave =armerdl o o ST SR Uem

A G

Countries that have ratified and incorporated treaties can now use this to hold

their own governments accountable.

d <X forgiA wfera ot gf¥ ofi 38 =mfire fora ©, 3@ SHHT SUAIT Uit TRBRI
P! FATHEE SERM & T IR I 3|

That is useful, particularly for vulnerable island nations.

g faRY ¥U 9 AR e =i & forg Iwani &)

But attributing harm to specific countries remains difficult.

Afe fafkre =i & g1 [ st anft ot BT s gan B
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Anand, the court reaffirmed the 1.5°C threshold from the Paris Agreement, but we
are I|kely to cross that soon. Should the court have gone further in addressing that?

3{Te, farad - ufvw Jwsia § FRuffkd 1.5 & Sf)maw dar o1 s 3 gy +°t,
QBT §H 3 Teg UR R Johd o | T 3(STAd B 39 AR 3R T ST A1 UT?

AG: | don't think so. The court can't invent scientific facts. It must rely on established
findings from the IPCC (Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change) or other
expert bodies.

AG: T T8 T | SfeTad a® awal &I 78! &1 aveit | I IPCC (SR -TRPRI
Siaarg uftad= @9e) a1 3 fadiv Twrsft & wafd sl R ik g gl g |

It can only say that there is a duty to reduce emissions to stay below 1.5°C, based on
those findings.

Ig Had g BT Tl § 1o 3 (TP P YR W 1.5°C F R s | & fog
S BT HH A BT HAA g |

But it cannot prescribe emission limits or action plans. That is not its mandate.
<IfhT I8 S HIHTE J1 PRATS TG HYTRd Ta1 B Yebdll| Ig 3P SHUBR
& | 78T 3T

Also, as we know, targets have never really been met.

Y &, o foh 89 ST €, e wft o § ¥ TEi g §

The U.S. has withdrawn (from the Paris Agreement); others aren’t cooperating.
Yo ¥y 3T 1D ge gt 8 ARy THeid W); 39 JgaT el #= 78 B
Ted, U.S. President Donald Trump has announced a rollback of Obama-era
regulations meant to curb carbon emissions that were undergirded by the
Endangerment Finding.

¢S, SMRDT & IFUA SHTES €U - SNETHT-GT & 1w & arad a7 &1 9o &1 g,
@Q@ﬁﬁzmﬁﬂmmmmﬁwﬁqﬁﬁﬁ%mmwm

How do you see the ICJ’s references to historical responsibility in this context?
=g g & 3 Srsifie gR1 e Rried & S@a & 3 3Wd &7

TN: This all comes back to sovereignty.

TN: T8 99 3{da: WY TR 3HR [ChdT |

No sovereign nation will dismantle its energy system because a court tells them to
— not the U.S., not India, not China. That is the reality.
aﬁéﬁwgugﬂwﬁwnﬁﬁmﬁwmw&mﬁﬂww
— 9 3Af®T, 7 URd, 7 941 I gPIPa 5|

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s ‘endangerment finding’ never really
had teeth.

YU YYIGRUT TREIUT Tl et Bt ‘TSoiHe WIS ardd H S+ HTa=ITelt 81 Xa! |
The Biden administration tried to use it to phase out combustion engines by
2032, but it became a political liability.

T3S YR H 8 2032 9P 8 Sui-] Bl WU a¥ld & JHTG B & oy
ST B B HIRIR B, Afb Ig U eI digt & 7|

There is this idea that international courts or legal mechanisms will force painful
transitions onto reluctant countries.

ﬁm%%mmmmmaﬁwmmwm
|

That is just not going to happen.

U1 781 14 T 5|

Page4 1

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

The ICJ ruling doesn’t change that.

et &1 fofa 3 =15t agean|

The politics aren’t there.

EHRIEEIREACIRIES B ]

You won't get international legal action to translate into significant domestic
shifts in major economies.

3MY SFARTPN ST PIRATs 4 U@ srfarawusit # Agayqul W 9gamg &
Iuftg T8 B AP |

Would the Loss and Damage Fund be more effective than the ICJ ruling?

1 A1 T8 S s, I1c) & Fofg & oif¥res gt 81 wava o2

TN: That is a false choice.

TN: I8 U TTerd fadeq 3|

Neither the ICJ ruling nor the fund is likely to push wealthy nations to provide
substantial compensation.

T 1€) &1 futg 3R 7 8 e THad: Y-t ¢} &I YA gamawn ¢ o forg Ifkd
UM

History shows they have not been serious about it.

sfaer gwifar @ i 3 39 fawy & dor it ik 781 2 3

What little has come through is mostly rebranded development aid.

o AST-Sgd 3T B 98+ g2 U I O wiss faer g g

If developing nations are waiting for climate reparations to finance development,
they will be waiting a long time.

3R fasrasiia <=1 STaarg gamaw & ok & faerg &) fauifid & St Qe @ 8,
0 3% 9gd dd THY 9P SAAR BT ghT|

Worse, the idea of reparations and legal redress has kept many of these countries
tethered to frameworks that often restrict their access to energy.

sﬂﬁlﬁﬁﬂ%%ﬁw&maﬁ?mwﬁ&mwﬁaﬁ%@aﬁﬁﬁmﬁ
ey a1 § ST SR ST SHolt aeb Ugd BI AT B 6|

That is a poor trade-off.

RAER N ) 3 ]

These mechanisms were created by Western environmentalists.

3 o ufEeR vafaroraTfeat gR sAg g )

Trying to co-opt them to advance equity has failed.

3% FHMGT &I 3R g1 & 1T o &1 v fawe @18

Developing countries should focus on their own development using whatever
resources they can muster.

fasmTa=ia 3= & o= fawr IR & <1 91y iR it Y Tmed 3 Jer uehd §
b1 IUART BT MU

AG: | agree in part.

AG:

H 3fifl1% ® 0 ¥ g § |

Many international conventions were created to hold developing countries
accountable.

&% ierista Wit e 3uit & sarede sevm & forg o+ ¢ off)
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e They were not applied equally to the West.
I i3t 3= R IHE U ¥ 9y el foear |

e Forinstance, human rights standards were used against countries in the Global
South, but the West ignores them at home.

ITERU & foIU, ATHATIPR HIH®! &1 SUuNT afYe Sférr & i & Raars fear m,

QA ufy 35 3T TR IR ARSI FHRal g
o Take U.S. immigration policy, for example.

ITERUN & oy SrAfepT #t wara= Hifa &1 |
¢ Now, the West is in economic decline.

319 ufyy snfdfer fRTae =) fRufa A Bl

e Mr. Trump wants manufacturing back in the U.S. because wages are high and
companies moved to China.
ot ¥ aTed & o fAmfor e smifvesT o arug 3y Fifes et werget arfire 8 3iR
Ul e o g B
o To do that, he is relaxing environmental regulations.
U1 A & oY, 98 gatarity sl & dar s @ ©
e Yet he won’t be held accountable.
fthR it I8 ITRGHT ET SEIAT ST |
e If the U.S. can ignore global norms, how can we expect compliance from others?
3R AR AYF AFEST B ST HR &l 5, Il 5H Rl A STUTEA DI U
HY TR B 87
o Still, I believe domestic courts can use the ICJ ruling effectively.
fopx off, BRT AT B T R 3rarerd 1c) ¥ fAofa o1 yHTd SUET R Thd B
e Environmental groups can argue that governments failed to act.
YGIaRUT TR T8 A% ¢ Tdhd & [ PR HIRATs B3 H fAwd 1|
e That is more feasible locally.
I8 R ¥4 ¥ e g ¢
e But even this is getting harder.
At sra 75 +t B S 1 &1 7
e Courts in India, like in the U.S,, are increasingly weak and politicised.
HRT B 3aTerd, 3HRDT Bl e, 3¢ f37-9-137 FHAR SR Terifas wu 4 URa
SRR
e Ten years ago, we couldn’t imagine the Indian Supreme Court functioning as it does
now.

%ﬂg{%ﬁsﬂmgﬂwﬁéaﬁmﬁ@ﬁﬁmmg&nﬁmqﬁm
!

e Justasin the U.S., we would not have expected the Supreme Court to undo
affirmative action 10 years ago.

o 3R 50 P P W GHRIAS NSHTT S Udeq &1 IHE o8 I1d Uga
8l B gohd |

Would you agree with Ted that developing nations should not rely on reparations?

T 319 ¢S I WgHd & & fAwraiia =i & gamas W fik 78 ve=m afgee

AG: Yes, we shouldn't.

AG: BT, g¥ e 351 =R
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But that desn’t mean we abdicate responsibility.

AT SHPT AIAs I8 T8l § [ g1 U=t et oS 3|

India’s emissions impact Indians.

YR BT I, HRATI BT UG Bl 6|

Look at Delhi’s air — every winter the city becomes unlivable.

feeeht 91 ga1 &1 ¢ — & Tl F ER IaNTESHP B Sl B

We must reduce emissions for our own sake.

BH 3 YA & forT IS HH H=A1 G|

Technology can help, and if we develop it, we can even lead globally.
WY Aeg o I §, 3R fe 89 39 fasRa &, di g™ Aqa R
qHd 5l

But governments are beholden to corporate interests.

Afe IRBR PiuRe Rl BT A s ot 8 |

During COVID-19, pharmaceutical companies dictated policy.
COVID-19 & GRM, &aT $uf=ai = -fifadl & Fafaa fean

The same is happening with energy.

T5t fRufd et g F i 1 1 8

They resist upgrades because it cuts into profits.

d 3MUAS FT faRIY Hd § Hiids Ig YT D! gl ool g

So we must act on our own, not wait for compensation.

ST BH Y9 Ugd B! A1Mey, 7 fob Y3Taw & §AWR | 81 1ie T

Technological Access and Ecomodernism

MeNfre &t Ugd 3R s TS e

Ted, your advocacy of ecomodernism hinges on technological solutions. But if
these technologies don't reach developing countries, won't that hinder
decarbonisation?

<3, 3MUD] SPIATSI-GH 1 THY Urenfrat smutha Tame R ARk g1 dfes

3R T A1 fapTa=ita 3=0 d g1 Ugddl, af o1 IUY BT Gad B Pt ufepar

EEIIE I

TN: The idea that the West develops tech and hands it off is outdated.

%gm%mwwmm%aﬁvmw@waﬁ o8 R &Y
I

China now leads in clean tech and exports to both the West and developing

countries.

A 3@ FA Serars A arroft § 3R 7 39 ufdet it oIk faerestter =i I
&1 Al e g

India may follow.

YR Wt 59 fG=m & oM 3¢ T@ar g
Technology flows aren’t unidirectional any more.

PT UATE 3F THaBT gl 38 T 8

The 1990s framework of common but differentiated responsibilities and tech
transfer is no longer valid.

1990 & GRTH 1 AIF AP ET- e RrRGIRET 3R qPH-d FEATARI BT G
3fe Urefie 18T 5 |

Yet the ICJ ruling still operates on that model.

5T oft S &1 Bt 3ot off St wifse wr aeRa B
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It doesn't reflect today’s reality where clean tech flows in many directions.

Tg 3TN DI 34 ARATAD T I Tg1 GRITAT, STo] A SaTarsi vy feRmsii d yared
EREE

If we were crafting a framework today, we wouldn’t do it the way the UNFCCC (UN
Framework Convention on Climate Change) did in 1990.

3[R 311 §H D3 &ial &1 Te Bid, ol 8 3 1990 H UNFCCC (HFeKT Y Seiarg
URGH FURET ) $1 oRe gl aAd |

Perspectives on the ICJ Ruling

TS & Haa W foar

Ted, do you see any positives in this ruling?

28, 7 310 59 gl § P THRIAD U8 oTd 87

TN: Honestly, no. It feels like a zombie ruling — left over from a framework that has
lost relevance.

TN: SR & g o €11 T Teb wifeet Forofa S el & — e 0 @19 @ Fiepen s
31d URifirep =T8T TE T

With the collapse of the post-Cold War order, this is just another effort to keep old
institutions looking relevant.

T g5 & 91¢ Dt AT & faged & 1Y, I8 99 YR SRAT3H 6! YRife a9
@A B T 3R TN W 5

AG: It still has value domestically.

AG: ZTHT 3F Hf TG TR W Y 5|

Activists and lawyers can use it to push their governments to act.

SISl R TP TTPHT STUN ST TPRI B HRATS P ¢ URA B J B
qHd g

But internationally, prospects are bleak.

dfeh SIARTEIA TR R, FHTGTE RTINS &

Future Implications of the Ruling

faofa & yrdt gy

The U.K.'s Shadow Energy Secretary claims that the ruling will trigger a wave of
litigation against developed nations. Do you agree?

fiee1 & QST TSI Ashedt 1 31l § [ I8 Fuig el 3= & faeme goeH! ot
TR U1 ST T 31U 3T JgH &7

AG: No, that is alarmist.

AG: 7TEl, I8 T Ha B aTel I 5

The ruling is vague on obligations and proof standards.

g fAuia daal 3R H18T AT &l A 3RUY B

Internationally, it won't result in litigation.

STRTPN WR W, I8 HGHTTSN DT HRUT Tg! S|

Domestically, it can be used to argue that governments have failed to act.

WY TR W, TAH] SUANT T db o H a1 ST Tl § [ TRPR HIears &+ |
fawa @ &
That is where the real potential lies.

g8l R 3% aIEfa® Y9 f3ur g
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Extra budget allocation for
thePMKSY scheme

allocation for the

PMKSY scheme HieHSTHATS IIeT & forg
Sifafvad

'GS II: government Scheme

In ¥ crore. The
Union Cabinet Budgetary Outlay for PMKSY Raised
9 raised gy} faT wuer g (PMKSY) ¥ Rie aerdia
budgetary outlay for the flagship scheme UTAYTT deTT 14T

Pradhan Mantri Kisan Sampada Yojana
(PMKSY) to 6,520 crore to boost the food

¢ 1,920
In ¥ crore.

rocessing sector. The enhanced funds will
P & 31,920 FIS|

be utilised for 100 food testing labs. em

e The Union Cabinet raised budgetary outlay for the
flagship scheme Pradhan Mantri Kisan Sampada
Yojana (PMKSY) to 6,520 crore to boost the food processing sector.
S HiAtsd A UgE g 9U=EAT e JueT i (PMKSY) & fore serdia
gﬁrﬁw 26,520 SIS P fT 3 AP WIel YD ROT &7 Y gerar foar o

I

PMKSY
dleasgaarg

PMKSY stands for Scheme for Agro-Marine Processing and Development of Agro-processing

Clusters. Approved by the Cabinet in May 2017, it became effective in 2016—20, aligned with

the 14th Finance Commission cycle.

ﬂ@%@ﬁéwaﬁ%wmw 3R HY TRIHRUT FeRex fadm o1 7 2017 §
Bforc GRT SFHIGd, I AT 149 9 ST & 9 & ¥ 2016-20 H JHTAT g5 |

It was later renamed Pradhan Mantri Kisan SAMPADA Yojana, and is fully implemented by

the Ministry of Food Processmg Industries (MoFPI)

Eﬂ?:ff DT ATH daddhr PUIBEEINE IObHI"I gugl QI\SHI W%QT"TCIT G‘ﬁTEﬁ Qe YD d'al‘l

T (THAUHTSTS) §RT O oRE ¥ Hriff-ad faar ST ]

PMKSY is a Central Sector umbrella scheme aimed at:

TS $E19 &7 ' AU Gre 2 e 35

Creating modern food processing infrastructure

YD W THRUT SR P AT

Managing efficient supply chains from farm-gate to retailer
T I AHR Gaxl fashdl d HRIS ML Yaarstt &I yae-
Enhancing farmers’ income and reducing post-harvest losses

fHamI BT 3T TGMT 3R FHeTs P 916 g ald THH B HH Bl

Generating employment, especially ir) rural areas
gor, fadiy =g 3 uretor &=t o

Promoting food processing and exports
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T UXHRT 3R FFrafd &Y sigrar &

Objectives of PMKSY

b I

* Modern infrastructure: Mega food parks, cold chains, processmg units
YD AT AT PS Ulh, Plcs o, THWHRUT IhTedl
* Value addition: Hortlculture fisheries, diary processing
TIaE: TG, TR UTe, Q) TRiGhRUT
. Supply chain linkage: Farmers < processors <« markets
3MYfd aa JETa: e «> TSRO ! «> TNIR
* Food safet & trust Establishment/upgradation of quality labs
Qe R&M OISO SRANTRITCTS 1 RITI/39a
* Human capltal Tralnlng, institutions, HR development
* Employment generation: Facilitating rural opportunities

ol ATHIUT AR} ! JH ST
Component Schemes Under PMKSY

P 3fdfd gcP oS

The umbrella scheme integrates multiple components to build a comprehensive food processing
ecosystem:

g U T Ueb ST WTEl TRHU UIRIRUTeB! o & (07 3 o1y S Teep| b1 Tablopd bl &

» Mega Food Parks (now discontinued from April 2021)
T P8 Ul (319 U 2021 ¥ §g)
* Integrated Cold Chain & Value Addition Infrastructure
DI o U9 Hod Tae Sraeaq
* Agro-Processing Clusters (APC)
PIY-THIDHRUT FeeR (APC)
* Creation/Expansion of Processing/Preservation Capacities (CEFPPC)
TRIRHRUT/RESUT &HAISA! &1 Jo/IdR (CEFPPC)
* Creation of Backward & Forward Linkages (CBFL) (discontinued from April 2021)
IHas AR BRAS feidhel (CBFL) &1 go (30d 2021 I §g)
* Operation Greens — Long-Term Interventions
SRR i - diepiferes g¥day
* Food Safety & Quality Assurance Infrastructure (testing labs, irradiation unlts)
T YR&M TG TOTERIT SATYT S{a¥RaT (URI&01 TaNTRITaTy, fafansor samearn)
* Human Resources & Institutions (training, institutions, policy support)
TE GA1E Td TR (WfRrefor, &I, Fifd g7d9)
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e The enhanced funds will be utilised for 100 food testing labs.

FSTU 7T g BT SUANT 100 WTel URI&0T yanT=marsii & fore farar s

Trump gives Mexico +

90-day tariff reprieve
as deadline looms

...........................

Reuters
WASHINGTON

U.S. President Donald
Trump gave Mexico a 90-
day reprieve from higher
tariffs to negotiate a broad-
er trade deal but was ex-
pected to issue higher final
duty rates for most other
countries as the clock
wound down on his Friday
deal deadline.

The extension, which
avoids a 30% tariff on most
Mexican non-automotive
and non-metal goods com-
pliant with the U.S.-Mexi-
co-Canada Agreement on
trade, came after a Thurs-
day morning call between

Claudia Sheinbaum

Mr. Trump and Mexican
President Claudia
Sheinbaum.

Mr. Trump said that the
United States would conti-
nue to levy a 50% tariff on
Mexican steel, aluminium
and copper.

Trump gives Mexico90-day tariff
reprieve as deadline looms

< A AfRIw! Hi9o fal F ge
e Trg W Teidie o 8 2

U.S. Tariff Reprieve for Mexico

AfFae! & e 3T 1 eRe & wgq

. U.S. President Donald Trump gave Mexico a
90-day reprieve from higher tariffs to negotiate a
broader trade deal but was expected to issue higher
final duty rates for most other countries as the clock
wound down on his Friday deal deadline.

ARSI APl SIS ¢u A AfFas! #Y 90 fe=T Ft
Ed &l I ¢ I Al T ATUS ATUR FHSA R

ST 1 Tob, A1 Ug MU o1 fob a8 o= SUfIpi=T 3= R 3ifaw 3= Y[ o¥
AN B i 3! EHAR DI Std B THIHHT T 81 351 A

e The extension, which avoids a 30% tariff on most Mexican non-automotive and
non-metal goods compliant with the U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement on trade,
came after a Thursday morning call between Mr. Trump and Mexican President
Claudia Sheinbaum.
Ig R, o qud-RiRT!-HHIST ATUR THFI & 3FY ISR AfRIH R-
18 3R TR-UTg g3t IR 30% ¢ I §97aT 3, TSAR JAE B Hid & qIG 37T,
ot 4t ¢ SIR Ay wyufa semsfEar Harsd & s gs
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GS II: India-US
NEWS ANALYSIS

Varghese K. George

What is going wrong with
India-U.S. ties, often cele-
brated by both sides as a
definitive partnership of
the 21st century? Is this just
a glitch caused by a stri-
dent strain of American na-
tionalism and its volatile
champion, President Do-
nald Trump or is the cur-
rent turmoil a sign of struc-
tural tensions that had
been simmering beneath
the rhetoric?

Last week, only days
ahead of the meltdown,
this is how a State Depart-
ment official described the
prospects of ties with India
to The Hindu: “The U.S.-In-
dia relationship is both
strong and a high priority
for the administration. The
U.S. has long-term, strateg-
ic interests in partnering
with India, including coop-
erating on space, defence,

9]
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Mr. Trump said that the United States would continue to levy a 50% tariff on
Mexican steel, aluminium and copper.

I ¢U A Fel fb TG g 3mRbT

HRE T S @

energy, trade, and technol-
ozy.”

And then the cracks
came out in the open, and
how. While the above state-
ment reflects an optimistic
strand — Secretary of State
Marco Rubio shares this
view, going by his past
statements — a more scep-
tical approach towards In-
dia is gaining currency
among the influencers of
American  strategy  in
Washington DC.  They
point to structural factors
that could derail the gains
made after a nasty show-
down between the two
countries after Pokhran 2
in 1998. A recent article by
Ashley ] Tellis titled ‘India’s
Great-Power Delusions’ is
an example. Mr. Tellis used
to be a strong votary for
American  ‘strategic  al-
truism’ towards India.

Strategy in both India
and the U.S. is now hostage
to the fickle sentiments of
respective nationalist au-
diences. In this game, the

US. and India are not
equal. There is a funda-
mental conflict between
India’s need to constantly
advertise itself on the
world stage and American
scepticism of such power
projections by anyone else,
friend or foe. India used to
maintain a benign strategic
demeanour, articulating its
ambitions in terms of hu-
man development, and
carefully calibrating its
claims for a larger global
role. There was a biparti-
san view that India’s rise
would be a global good.
The rise of America First
splintered American stra-
tegic outlook, and now on-
ly one part of it continues
to be optimistic about In-
dia, while a strong strand is
of concern.

India sceptics

These sceptics range from
those who see an illiberal
turn in India’s trajectory to
someone like Senator Lind-
say Graham, a Trump aco-

-l W

U.S. is proud of its capacity to have parallel partnerships with rival
pairs, but would not appreciate the same logic thrown back atit.

lyte. The India First foreign
policy of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi sought to
be more assertive interna-
tionally and also adhere to
- not abandon - India’s
traditional path of strategic
autonomy. India’s new nor-
mal which predicts mili-
tary strikes in response to
terrorism is difficult for the
U.S. to encourage. The
American fear of a nuclear
flashpoint undermines In-
dia’s status as a stabilising
power. Mr. Trump is spe-

cially concerned about nu-
clear instability.

As a superpower, the
U.S. is proud of its capacity
to have parallel partner-
ships with rival pairs — Qa-
tar and Saudi Arabia-UAE,
South Korea and Japan, In-
dia and Pakistan, for in-
stance. It would argue that
each relationship stands
on its own individual con-
text and merits. The U.S.
would not appreciate the
same logic thrown back at
it by its partners, however,

and India’s relations with
Iran and Russia have been
of particular concern for it.
While the U.S. does not like
India questioning its ties
with Pakistan, it questions
India on its ties with Russia
and Iran.

Global interests
India has interests in an in-
creasing geographical
spectrum of the planet,
and its super power ambi-
tions under Mr. Modi only
heightens this desire of
multiple alliances. Accord-
ing to External Affairs Mi-
nister S. Jaishankar, it is
‘Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas®
— “with all, development of
all’ - in foreign policy. “In-
dia is among the few that
can simultaneously engage
with Russia and Ukraine,
Israel and Iran, the demo-
cratic West and the Global
South, and the BRICS and
QUAD,” he said on March
23.

This advantage of India
could have been a curren-

Ay Wi, Tegfafay 3R SIIR TR 50%

cy in its relations with the
U.S., and the world. But as
it turns out, each one’s re-
lations with other coun-
tries is creating more rift in
India-U.S. ties. A strategic
lock-in within the U.S. does
not sit well with Indian na-
tionalism, and certainly
not of with the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
which views the West with
scepticism. India’s neigh-
bourhood, which is of crit-
ical interest for the U.S., is
now again a source of ten-
sion between the two
countries.

Mr. Trump did not care
much about India’s ties
with Russia, as he himself
wanted to reset U.S.-Russia
relationship. With  his
hopes of mediating an end
of the Ukraine war dim-
ming, the one point of con-
vergence between Ameri-
ca First and India First lost
traction. What is left is U.S.
concerns about India’s in-
volvement with BRIC:
Russia and Iran and India’s

Structural cracks emerge in the India-United States

strategic partnership

:rér;%-arﬁﬁmw:ﬂﬁﬁﬂ@aﬁﬁﬁmmaﬁsm

What is going wrong with India-U.S. ties

HRd-

IARPT Hai A RTTSTS I W@ ©

What is going wrong with India-U.S. ties, often celebrated by both sides as a
definitive partnership of the 21st century?
YRA- AT el H T TTerdl g1 38T 8, Ford < vat 31 2141 wdl &t frorfaes
HIPERI & w0 § 7414 §?
Is this just a glitch caused by a strident strain of American nationalism and its
volatile champion, President Donald Trump or is the current turmoil a sign of
structural tensions that had been simmering beneath the rhetoric?

1 g Phac ARSI yare 31 did 78T 3R 34> TR Yge1 IPufd SHTes ¢0

& BRI 3T U SRR TH 8 1 TR 98 HINeT SUd-JUd Wea-ITed a-dl &l
Tobd g Sl de TG Tag & e I 38 A?

State Department Optimism vs. Ground Reality
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resentment with the new
thaw in U.S.-Pakistan rela-
tions. The Trump adminis-
tration is on the one the
hand exploring a detente
with China; and on the oth-
er, scaling up cooperation
with Pakistan, partly to
wean it off from Beijing.
Pakistan is also back in
American calculus as a
counter terrorism partner
— just at the moment India
is trying to expose its sup-
port for terrorism.

India has always lever-
aged its market in ties with
the U.S. But protectionist
measures increased in the
recent years as India
sought to build up its ma-
nufacturing sector. Indian
market has remained an
unrealisable dream for the
U.S. By insisting on a com-
plete opening up of the
market, Mr. Trump has
brought it to a head. These
are all structural factors
that take the shine off In-
dia-1.S. ties, a trade deal or
not.
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Last week, only days ahead of the meltdown, this is how a State Department official
described the prospects of ties with India to The Hindu:

fU@d gwrg, Hohe & $o fad Ugd, T W feurdde fert A ¢ fdg o1 URd &
1Y el BT HHIGISH &b IR H §9 R ST

“The U.S.-India relationship is both strong and a high priority for the administration.
"YRA-3AR®T HeY Hogd ¢ 3R I8 U & iU 3 Wrdfiear g |

The U.S. has long-term, strategic interests in partnering with India, including
cooperating on space, defence, energy, trade, and technology.”

3MARDT B HRD & 1Y TeieR | Srd1ieed, Yuifae fad ©, foH siafvar, &,
Solf, TR 3R Wenfrast & Tgan wfea g1

Cracks Emerge

W IHT B 3ME

And then the cracks came out in the open, and how.

3R AR RN A= TTHA 31T 7%, 3R ag i digar |

While the above statement reflects an optimistic strand — Secretary of State Marco
Rubio shares this view — a more sceptical approach towards India is gaining
currency among the influencers of American strategy in Washington DC.

STefdh WIS S T SATRATATE TRDI0T D) a=idl & — Iz =i Arep! wfaan oft 39
DIV DI TN IRl § — Ta! YRA & Ufd P Tl = ¥HI0T 379 aTRiTe
ERAt & iRkt TorfifaeRl & fi9 A # B

They point to structural factors that could derail the gains made after the nasty
showdown between the two countries after Pokhran 2 in 1998.

3 YIS PIRUN B1 3R IR B ¢ S 1998 P TIRERVT 2 F TG 11 SN b
da gu IR Toa & vyt SifSta wWIfa &1 vedt A IaR gPd 8

A recent article by Ashley J. Tellis titled 'India’s Great-Power Delusions’ is an
example.

TR . T 1 Bferan od 2fSare Je-urR feege= 3@ U Iaer0I g

Mr. Tellis used to be a strong votary for American ‘strategic altruism’ towards India.

oft 2ferg Bt URT & ufa 3MRe! Turifae WRiueR' & yad Iuds )

Rise of Nationalist Sentiments

RAFaTd! HTaTSH HT 35

Strategy in both India and the U.S. is now hostage to the fickle sentiments of
respective nationalist audiences.

YR 3R 3ART G H YU 3fe Heiferd ITgardt S=vael o dae HTaTSlf &
dYH I 7S ¢

In this game, the U.S. and India are not equal.

39 9 H, 3RS 3R HRd FHH 6 & |

There is a fundamental conflict between India’s need to constantly advertise itself
on the world stage and American skepticism of such power projections by anyone
else, friend or foe.

ST T IR ¥ 1 AR YEIRd B B URT St Tazadar iR fadt off s
T UE=H & ufar SRt W (@16 B3 81 91 39 & o9 U Jayd eavma 6|
India used to maintain a benign strategic demeanour, articulating its ambitions in
terms of human development, and carefully calibrating its claims for a larger global
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role.
YR Ugd RNfaquf IUMIa® @ A1 9T T, 30 HeaTdiensil i a4 faer
DT YT H S HRal AT SR afYye YT St 1T & Araurgde Sqferd dar ol

e There was a bipartisan view that India’s rise would be a global good.

T ot gdfa off i URd &1 3¢y afyye searur 3 forg i)

America First & Strategic Drift

MNP B 3R IHifa® fAge

e The rise of America First splintered American strategic outlook, and now only one
part of it continues to be optimistic about India, while a strong strand is of concern.

SARHT B F 327 7 MR Irifaw efd@ior & o o= fear g, stk @
Fad T ex1 HRd & Ufd SMRITATdY €, Safer T Aolgd URT foian &1 g |

India Sceptics in the U.S.

AT # HRd & Ufd Hdg @A ard

e These sceptics range from those who see an illiberal turn in India’s trajectory to
someone like Senator Lindsay Graham, a Trump acolyte.

<9 Ydgared! # 3 I § off YR &1 a1 &I Seiwdifa® AMd &, 9 A die?
fRisa wew SN ¢u gudel 7% |

e The India First foreign policy of Prime Minister Narendra Modi sought to be more
assertive internationally and also adhere to — not abandon — India’s traditional
path of strategic autonomy.

umﬂiﬁﬁzﬁaﬁgﬁmwmmﬁaﬁw@nwwmww
&1 AT T SiR W1 § HRA 1 URURS U Wl &1 g R H o+ 36 —
I a9 75 g3 |

e India’s new normal which predicts military strikes in response to terrorism is
difficult for the U.S. to encourage.
HRA BT 74T JTH, S 3ATdepdle & Siard W -9 PRaTs & Higsarf Harg,
SARDT & T 3H WeITed BT B &

e The American fear of a nuclear flashpoint undermines India’s status as a
stabilising power.

TRUTY] THITT B1 AANDBT ATRihT, YR BT FRUaT 3 aret wfaa ot fRufa &1
HHIR B B

Pakistan, China, and Diverging Interests

uifeeearE, 99 3R 3re gid fed

e Mr. Trump is especially resentful of the new thaw in U.S.-Pakistan relations.
ot < srAf¥eT-urfrwa dae # 3 13 THiee &) o [dY 0 ¥ ARW g

e The Trump administration is on the one hand exploring a detente with China; and
on the other, scaling up cooperation with Pakistan, partly to wean it off from
Beijing.
SU URIR Ueh 3R 1 & WY T1d SH B P DI DY @7, 3R g4 3R
UIfPET= & A1Y HEANT 9¢1 81 3, dlics 34 HifoiT | g¥ fovar o was |

e Pakistan is also back in American calculus as a counter terrorism partner — just at
the moment India is trying to expose its support for terrorism.
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It ST arg el AR & w0 # AR wHifd A fR A e s gar 2
gaﬂa?@ﬁweraww%amﬁmﬂﬂaﬁwaﬂﬁﬁﬁmmw
|

Economic Irritants and Market Barriers

3N 3rew= 3R ISR FTUT

India has always leveraged its market in ties with the U.S.

YR A GHRT SMARDT & A1 Gaieh F 3u= AR B AThd HT TN {1 5

But protectionist measures increased in recent years as India sought to build up its
manufacturing sector.

Afh BT & a8 § YR gRT 3ru= fafwfor &5 &) g1 31 & U & HRur
Trefurard! Iural 7 3fS g2 7

The Indian market has remained an unrealisable dream for the U.S.

YR SR ARSI & T T SIERT AU 91 g3 5|

By insisting on a complete opening up of the market, Mr. Trump has brought it to
a head.

IIOIR ! QR a¥e We @1 forg & Tad o <0 A 39 e, &) Iave g a6 ugan fear g
These are all structural factors that take the shine off India-U.S. ties, a trade deal or
not.

I gH TREATHSD BRUT & off HRA-3MRPT Jae B THP B! HH B ¢d §, Ile Pls
ATYR GHET &) a1 T |

Strategic Incompatibility and Regional Tensions

i SRiTfa iR &= a=ra

A strategic lock-in within the U.S. does not sit well with Indian nationalism, and
certainly not with the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) which views the West
with skepticism.

3T B Iurifae HHrasr YR F 3% Tel g, 3R Ry = §
PTa TqdHas | (RSS) & T o ufdedt &= ot Heg 3t 2 I dwar g

India’s neighbourhood, which is of critical interest for the U.S., is now again a
source of tension between the two countries.

YR &1 TSI &7, S ¥t & g 3urifae &0 J ercdd Ayl 8, o@ i 3
3T 2= & oiE 991G BT PRI S T 7|

Russia, Iran, and the End of Convergence

9, [/

3R gegufa &1 3id

Mr. Trump did not care much about India’s ties with Russia, as he himself wanted to
reset U.S.-Russia relationship.

&t ¢U 4 URA-¥FH "ol 1 a1 e 781 61 i a8 Wd sARe1-= ddul
B AT BT 918 |

With his hopes of mediating an end of the Ukraine war dimming, the one point of
convergence between America First and India First lost traction.

S geb & BT THTE B W TERRCT D1 ¢T B WG BIdb] US TTs, Td AR
Wﬁg@ﬂ%@aﬁwwﬁﬁmu@ﬂél
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What is left is U.S. concerns about India’s involvement with BRICS, Russia and
Iran.

ﬁaggrqwné%&rﬁﬁmaﬁmﬁ BRICS, 79 3R 331 & 1Y USRI &1 dh<
|

While the U.S. does not like India questioning its ties with Pakistan, it questions
India on its ties with Russia and Iran.

Safd MRS B U8 Ul To! fb HRA MRP1-urfhwd Jd¢l uv Jard I31¢, 98
YR A ¥ 3R 53 4 9P Aot TR 398 FaTed Bl g |

India’s Expanding Global Ambitions

HRd

Cd| HEATPI&T3il &7 AR

India has interests in an increasing geographical spectrum, and its super power
ambitions under Mr. Modi only heighten this desire for multiple alliances.

YR $! yFnifers fadl &t ufY aedt s 38 8, ik off il & g & Su&! g
TTaR 911 Dt HEATHIET, B3 TSI B T8 DI 3R YD ASIgd Hrahl 6
According to External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar, it is ‘Sabka Saath, Sabka
Vikas' — ‘with all, development of all' — in foreign policy.
o= o=t vy, saRieR & ofuR, fadw i & 98 § - a1 91y, Ga@T fasr —
g g4t & A1y, gyt &1 faerr |
“India is among the few that can simultaneously engage with Russia and Ukraine,
Israel and Iran, the democratic West and the Global South, and the BRICS and
QUAD," he said on March 23.

3% 23 U &) g, "URA 37 53 <= H 8 O T 1Y = 3R Tob+T, SHTS A 3R
R, %ﬁmt@m 3R af¥e gfaror, 3R BRICS 3R $Ts F Ty TUd & T
dhdligl"

Double Standards in Strategic Autonomy

e Warawar § gieY arHcs

This advantage of India could have been a currency in its relations with the U.S., and
the world.

Ig HIRd 1 fa=ivaT, smRer iR g & Ty 3% e H U peifae |uf 8t
REIRIT

But as it turns out, each one’s relations with other countries is creating more rift in
India-U.S. ties.

AfSe ST o T amam &, A A=W & 3T AN b ATY Ty, YR-AfwT Hae
H 3R s RR UG R E

A strategic lock-in within the U.S. does not sit well with Indian nationalism, and
certainly not with the RSS.

3fReT H Turifae ST, WRdIg Wgarg, SR faRve Rss & A1y Ad g1 @t
The U.S. is proud of its capacity to have parallel partnerships with rival pairs —
Qatar and Saudi Arabia-UAE, South Korea and Japan, India and Pakistan, for
instance.

3T &I faRieh 3=0 & ATY FHFIGR AHERT — O Hax 3R T3¢l 3RE-YTE,
féror HIfvaT 3R SITuE, YR 3R UIfea™ — &1 U &AdT iR 74 g1

Page53

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

e It would argue that each relationship stands on its own individual context and
merits.

9% Hedl ¢ fb Ude Jay S Td & T 3R arvadr W 3memid giar g

e The U.S. would not appreciate the same logic thrown back at it by its partners,
however.

ymﬁ%Wﬁ%WWWﬁmmmm
|

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper lll: Polity, Governance,And
International Relations)

1. Advanced guided-missile frigate delivered to Navy
Sad R frarsa e =T ot Hiar T
2. Malaria’s new frontlines: vaccines, innovation, and the
Indian endgame

Tafar &1 73 W ufeal:dd, TaER iR URdAIT
ifaw d&a

3. Soured relations

faTrs gu gdy

4. Why the world needs better green technologies

g 1 dgar giva Menfifedl ot srazaewdr |/ 82
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Advanced guided-missile
frlgate dehvered to Navy

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

The Indian Navy on Thurs-
day received the advanced
guided-missile frigate Him-
giri built by Garden Reach
Shipbuilders and Engi-
neers (GRSE) in Kolkata.

The Navy called it a ma-
jor milestone in achieving
self-reliance in warship de-
sign and construction.
Himgiri (Yard 3022) is the
third ship of Nilgiri Class
(Project 17A) and the first
of the class built at GRSE.
The Project 17A frigates are
versatile  multi-mission
platforms, designed to ad-
dress future challenges in
the maritime domain.

New milestone: GRSE delivers Himgiri, an mdlgenous advanced
guided-missile frigate under Project 17A, to the Indian Navy. PTI

According to the Navy,
Himgiri is modelled on the
erstwhile INS Himgiri, a
Leander-class frigate,
which was decommis-
sioned on May 6, 2025, af-
ter 30 years of service to

the nation. Designed by
the Warship Design Bureau
and overseen by the War-
ship Overseeing Team (Kol-
kata), the ship is modular,
ergonomic and built within
the envisaged timelines.

Advanced guided-
missile frigate
delivered to Navy

Sad AR fuarsa
e =T ) T
T

Indian Navy Inducts Frigate
Himgiri

v NGO
RUIECEGE |

e The Indian Navy on Thursday
received the advanced guided-
missile frigate Himgiri built by
Garden Reach Shipbuilders and

Engineers (GRSE) in Kolkata.

YR AT $] TEAR I DIaehTe
Ry e i Rufacsd ¢ Felifet (GRsE) gr1 AfHd Soa Mgss-fimrsa
fipite feufiiy v gan|

e The Navy called it a major milestone in achieving self-reliance in warship design
and construction.

TR A 39 gguta f3wms ok fAator A srreafAaizar a1a & &t flezn & &
Heaqul Hid &1 IR Far|

e Himgiri (Yard 3022) is the third ship of Nilgiri Class (Project 17A) and the first of
the class built at GRSE.
feafift @1S 3022) Fafift wm (isise 17A) &1 FFRT SR § SR 39 40ft &1
ugal e, ford GRSE & SR T B

e The Project 17A frigates are versatile multi-mission platforms, designed to
address future challenges in the maritime domain.

Hioae 17A fibiie U agse iy gouia 9oft B, or welt e o ufess &t gfamal
J fAge & for feemza fear mn g1

e According to the Navy, Himgiri is modelled on the erstwhile INS Himgiri, a
Leander-class frigate, which was decommissioned on May 6, 2025, after 30 years

of service to the nation.
TR & SR, fRAfIR &1 fase ydadf fruffy @@ fsis-vama

fipite) WR anerid g, S 6 WS 2025 H1 30 9uf H AT & §1¢ JaT Yo fowar T |

e Designed by the Warship Design Bureau and overseen by the Warship Overseeing
Team (Kolkata), the ship is modular, ergonomic and built within the envisaged
timelines.
g STETS AR e SR gRT Foe M & ok ok sfaitgT Aw

(@YADTAT) B FATRE & TR 391 77 §; T8 Wisyer, Yoaafkud (i) § 3R
Ay gaaiiar & R s gl
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aria’s new frontlines:

vaccines, innovation, and the Indian endgame

India’s malaria story is no longer one of uniform burden — it's a fight against hidden reservoirs, remote geographies, and a parasite that won' quit. Elimination by 2030

is not just a goal — it

Anirban Mukhopadhyay

n 2023, malaria infected nearly 294
million people and killed close to
6,00,000. Despite early victories in
the fight against malaria, global
progress has stalled in recent years. The
parasites are adapting, becoming resistant
to treatments, while mosquitoes are
insecticid

iving les.

India has reduced its malaria burden by
over 80% between 2015 and 2023 — but
Izsx year, tribal districts sudl as lawnguax

and
still recorded malaria rates of over 56 and
22 cases per 1,000 people, respectively as
per the National Centre for Vector Borne
Diseases Control — reminders that the
parasite continues to thrive in several
podms long after national averages have

improved.

While Africa faces mostly Plasmodium
falciparum, India also battles the
relapse-prone Plasmodium vivax which can
lie dormant in the liver and reawaken
weeks or, even months later. In Jharkhand,
mlxed infections account for nearly 20% of

atestof whet

Slow progress: Commut

ia fumigation drive. Despite

early victories in the fight against malaria, global progress has stalled in recent years. RV, MOORTHY

TBVs to address this reservoir,” said
P Suu;h scientist at the National Institute
of Immn agy, De]hn

India, too, \g the TBV space

(NCVBDC),
Even where incidence has dropped, the
parasite can persist - lurking in
asymptomatic carriers (people with no
symptoms) or returning months after
infection.

‘The search for smarter, longer-lasting
vaccines has never been more urgent.

After decades of setbacks, the first
approved malaria vaccine — RTS,S —
arrived in 2021. It offered about 55%
protection in the first year, but efficacy
waned by 18 months, requiring a fourth
booster dose.

‘The R21/Matrix-M vaccine, developed
by Oxford and the Serum Institute, showed
up to 77% efficacy in Phase 3 trials winning
World Health Organization (WHO)
approval in 2023. Fewer doses, low cost,
and Indian production make it especially
promising.

Still, both vaccines target only one stage
of the parasite, leaving reinfection and
transmission a lingering threat.

Instead of targeting a single protein, like
in RTS,S and R21, whole-parasite vaccines
expose the immune system to the entire
malaria parasite ~ alive, but weakened.
The expenmemal PISPZ vaocme numlcs
natural infection using radi:

with its own candidalts In July 2025,
AdFalciVax was announced by the Indian
Council of Medical Research (ICMR), the
country’s first indigenous dual-stage
malaria vaccine. Unlike single-phase
vaccines, it combines pre-erythrocytic
(PFCSP) and transmission-blocking (Pfs230

Challenges that need to be addressed
include producing GMP-grade
components, developing immune
biomarkers, and benchmarking
efficacy against RTS.S and R21
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and Pfs48/45) antigens to both prevent
infection and block mosquito complete transmission blockage in mice,
ion. “AdFalciVax h: ies lasting over six months
preclinical testing,” said Subhash Singh, [rom just two doses.

who leads the programme at ICMR-RMRC,
Bhubaneswar.

In mice, it triggered strong immune
responses lasting over four months
roughly equivalent to a decade in humans
—and remained stable at room
temperature for nine months, potentially
aiding rural deployment.

Progress is also visible beyond P.
falciparum. A first-in-human trial in
Thailand showed that the P. vivax TBV
Pvs230DIM reduced mosquito
transmission by up to 96%, another ray of
light for India’s mixed-species numbers.
India, too, is not far behind. “A similar
research programme for P. vivax is
underway, in collaboration wilh
AdFalciVax co-i Pati

P. falciparum sporozoite (the parasite’s
early-stage form) delivered directly into the
bloodsmzam _Farly slud]es shwwed that

and Sushil Singh,” said Dr. Singh.

Boosting i immune power

96% of

the immune response itself

antibodies, with up to 79% protection after
the third dose.
Buudlngondw ion, a modified

is another active front. A recent
protein-based vaccine combined a ferritin

version called PfSPZ-LARC2, developed by
Sanaria, may push efficacy even further.
‘The simplicity of a one-dose regimen,
despite the intravenous requlnmem
could make it a ng

with CpG — a type of
adjuvant, or immune booster already used
in hepatitis B vaccines - and cut liver-stage
parasite burden by 95% in mice.
AdFalciVax showed over 90%
in mice even with alum, a mild

i

and widely used adjuvant. “We saw

targeted use in outbreak zonesor among
migrant in

India.
Unlike vaccines that target the parasite’s
earlier stage, PRRHS acts during the blood
stage, when symptoms appear and the risk
of severe illness increases. Since RHS is a
vital protein for red blood cell invasion
that the parasite can't easily alter, it offers
cross-strain protection - a rare asset in
malaria vaccine design. Phase 1a/b and
Phase 2b trials in the UK., The Gambia,
and Burkina Faso have shown pmm:sng
outcomes. These

on a par with more
inflammatory adjuvants suchas
MPLA (a stronger adjuvant),”

said Dr. Singh. “Whether this

holds in humans remains to be

complement earlier-stage ones and may
help boost natural immunity in people
who've previously had malaria.

Transmission-blocking vaccines
While the above vaccines aim at protecting
individuals, transmission-bl
vaccines (TBVs) target the parasite in the
mosquito — halting its spread at the
population level. Pfs230D1 induces
antibodies that prevent parasite
fertilisation within the mosquito gut. In
Mali, it reduced transmission by 78% in a
Phase 2 trial.

‘This strategy is especially relevant to
India with a far higher proportion of

lers. “Our group and

others in India are amvety working on
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However, not all mRNA-based vaccine
efforts are moving ahead smoothly. In
early 2025, BioNTech's Phase 1/11a trial for
its blood-stage mRNA vaccine candidate
BNTI65e was placed on clinical hold by the
U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA).
While the company did not disclose the
reason, it noted that discussions with
regulators are ongoing. The pause
highlights the hurdles of lmnslanrg mRNA
platforms into malaria vaccines.

“mRNA and nanoparticle platfurms can
certainly be explored -
combination,” said Pawan Malho(m.
emeritus scientist at the International
Centre for Genetic Engineering and
Biotechnology (ICGEB), New Delhi. “But
it’s hard to predict what will work.
Plasmodium is complex, unlike bacteria or
viruses.”

. and public health can unite to defeat an anci

it foe

antibody, DID2v-IgG, designed to block
this interaction. Built from a segment of
the LILRBI receptor, the antibody binds to
RIFIN 110 times more strongly than the
natural version - outcompeting the
parasite at its own game. By blocking this
interference, it freed the body 's LILRBI to
function normally, restoring immune
attack in lab tests. Though still untested in

animals, the appmach could one day

Support new malaria therap enhance ) of

vaccine responses. Giemsa-stained thin blood films.
While engi ies attack the

parasne CRISPR-based gene drives go after
us vector. These tools insert

ility-di ing genes into
Ina landmaxk study, this approach wiped
out entire Anopheles gambiae colonies
within a year - with no resistance
detected.

But evolution rarely plays along. In the
wild, mosquitoes might adapt, ecasyslerns
could shift, and once released, gene drives
can't be recalled. The idea of eradicating a
species raises thorny ethical and ecological
questions.

So, researchers are exploring subtler
strategies. One 2025 study edited a single
letter in the FREPI gene, blocking the
‘malaria parasite from developing inside
the mosquito. With a gene drive, this
parasite-blocking trait spread to over 90%

THE GIST

v

India has reduced its malaria
burden by over 809 between
2015 and 2023 — but last year,
tribal districts such as
Lawngtlai (Mizoram) and
Narayanpur (Chhattisgarh) still
recorded malaria rates of over
56 and 22 cases per 1,000
people, respectively as per the
National Centre for Vector
Borne Diseases Control —
reminders that the parasite
continues to thrive in several

ts I national

of lab itoes in ten

without harming their fertility or survlval.
But the parasite remains under pressure to
evolve around the block, and infected
mosquitoes still live long enough to
potentially transmit malaria if the trait
doesn't saturate the population.

Another team took a different route —
engineering mosquitoes to die sooner only
when infected. By disabling an immune
gene, they created a self-limiting feedback
loop: the more malaria spreads, the more
it kills its own carriers.

Challenges and the path ahead

India aims at eliminating malaria by 2030.
It's an ambitious plan - but one that
hinges on precision and persistence.

“P. cynomolgi - a malaria
species ~ is the best model for P. vivax
research,” said Dr. Malhotra. “We were
developing it 20 years ago with the Central
Drug Research Institute (CDRI), but strict
monkey access laws and lack of scientific
foresight stalled

Despite these challenges in vivax
research efforts to develop a vaccine are

Beyond boosting ngth of the
immune response, scientists are also
exploring how to improve its aim -
modifying malaria antigens to help the
body recognise the parasite more
efficiently. A new experimental vaccine
links PCSP - a surface protein from the
malaria parasite — to MIP3«, a molecule
that acts like a flare to draw in immune
cells. In mice, it triggered stronger
antibody and T cell responses than
standard mRNA vaccines, reducing

liver-stage infection by up to

88%. It hasn't yet been tested in

humans, but it shows how

tweaking the immune response

seen.” could push malaria vaccines past
Scientists are also testing current limits.
newer vaccine platforms such Beyond vaccines, researchers
as mRNA, which allow vaccines are exploring how malaria hides
to be made faster and tweaked from our immune system. P.
e el I
Cu d the U.S. National acc'ne like lhe uLRBl receptor,
Institute of Health (NIH) down immune cells.
encoded the Pfs25 antigen ~ Injection 0“" itis a tactic that helps the
targeting the parasite’s sexual B
stage — into an mRNA-lipid

nanoparticle. They observed

d. Both Dr. Subhash Singh at
ICMR and Dr. Agam P. at NIl confirm
that P. vivax vaccine candidates are under
active development.

But even the most innovative science
needs systems to carry it forward.

“We need a COVID-style push,” said Dr.
Malhotra. The science is advancing — but it
needs infrastructure and political will to
match. Dr. Singh echoes the sentiment.
“We are now concentrating on translating
AdFalciVax's promising preclinical results
into trials. Successful deployment
however, will require good results over
multiple stages of trials as well as
regulatory approvals, likely taking at least
7-8 years." In addition, strong coordination
between regulators, industry, and
researchers is needed. The ICMR has
already floated an Expression of Interest
seeking industrial partners to co-develop
the vaccine. “Challenges that need to be
addressed include producing GMP-grade
‘components, developing immune
biomarkers, and benchmarking efficacy
against RTS,S and R21,” added Dr. Singh.

“We definitely need vaccines,
antibodies, new drugs — for both P.

i and P. vivax,” said Dr. Malhotra.

“But that's not enough. Doctors need
, resistance must be tracked, and
vector control has to keep pace.” It must
be a full-spectrum battle — from the
molecular level to the community clinic.
India’s malaria story is no longer one of
uniform burden - it’s a fight against

and growing scientific momentum, the
country stands at a critical juncture.
‘Elimination by 2030 is not just a goal -
atest of whether science, policy, and
public health can unite to defeat an

averages have improved
v

The search for smarter,
longer-lasting vaccines has
never been more urgent. India
aims at eliminating malaria by
2030. 1t's an ambitious plan —
but one that hinges on
precision and persistence. Even
in places where infections
seem to be minimal, adults and
older children often act as
asymptomatic reservoirs,
quietly sustaining transmission

v

We definitely need vaccines,
antibodies, new drugs, say
experts. But that's not enough.
Doctors need training,
resistance must be tracked,
and vector control has to keep
pace, they add. It must be a
full-spectrum battle — from the
molecular level to the
community clinic
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Malaria’s new frontlines: vaccines, innovation, and the
Indian endgame

Aol &1 =5 JFW tfeaar:-dd, FaEr i YR 3ifad
[S)

e India’s malaria story is no longer one of uniform burden — it’s a fight against
hidden reservoirs, remote geographies, and a parasite that won't quit.

U B TART B PET g T U | e arer B T 78 — gg fou gu
wat, gifa Wifere g oiv forell wehidt & f@are @isTg 81

o Elimination by 2030 is not just a goal — it’s a test of whether science, policy,
and public health can unite to defeat an ancient foe.

2030 T% I HId TP A& Tl & — I TP WRI&I ¢ [t fagm, Hifa ik
Hrdoi-e WA THE §Ib 39 UTH T $I g1 THd 2|

Malaria’s New Frontlines: Vaccines, Innovation, and the Indian Endgame

TR #Y 7E FH18: dP, TaAR 3R YR &7 3ifdd d&g

e In 2023, malaria infected nearly 294 million people and killed close to 6,00,000.
2023 T, TR A TRTHAT 294 TUfera= AT &1 Aohfid fa Sl TLAT 6,00,000 TR

& Ad g3
o Despite early victories in the fight against malaria, global progress has stalled in
recent years.

AT & AT LBt Twhaarsit & davie, fUod oo auf § A wifa 3o 18
g

o The parasites are adapting, becoming resistant to treatments, while mosquitoes
are surviving insecticides.

Wit SrgEferd 81 78 € STER! & ufd ufekidh sd o1 3@ €, Siafdh Aesv
PleABI ATIRE

¢ India has reduced its malaria burden by over 80% between 2015 and 2023 —
but last year, tribal districts such as Lawngtlai (Mizoram) and Narayanpur
(Chhattisgarh) still recorded malaria rates of over 56 and 22 cases per 1,000
people, respectively.

HRA 3 2015 | 2023 & I TANRGT BT AT 80% | e gerdr g — afdb s
I, Ar-Taers (FRRW) iR TRMUIR (S<e) S snfearedt fore & ufe 1,000
N UR 56 MR 22 A Sifd AR gof fobT MU

e These are reminders that the parasite continues to thrive in several pockets long
after national averages have improved.

g 34 1 1 TG faeTd § fob P ST JeR & F1ae[g, Weiid] &3 &= 7 ot
ol g

e While Africa faces mostly Plasmodium falciparum, India also battles the relapse-
prone Plasmodium vivax which can lie dormant in the liver and reawaken weeks
or months later.

Vgl SMPYPT YRETd: WITGHITSTH BIeiiiRd ¥ SFidl 8, 98] YRd ®) 9R-aR e
a8 wWreHifsad fadem § off a1 usa 5, S agpa | fHfSpa Tewe gl a1 agiel
q1¢ ITRT Afhd g Thar 2|
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In Jharkhand, mixed infections account for nearly 20% of cases (NCVBDC),
complicating elimination.

FIRGs ¥, Ff3a dehaor 1T 20% ATHEl & fore fordieR €, o/ S=ge &t
Tfshar 3R B 81 e 21

Even where incidence has dropped, the parasite can persist — lurking in
asymptomatic carriers or returning months after infection.

STe ge=Tel Ft T= udl g, I51 f IRelid! agurfage atge! & four g Awarg a1
HHHUT & WA a1¢ die qobdl 3|

The search for smarter, longer-lasting vaccines has never been more urgent.

e 3R Srw1iere dol &) Wi ugd ¥ Fe e Sa=ae gl 7S o

After decades of setbacks, the first approved malaria vaccine — RTS,S — arrived in
2021.

21 o fAwaarsit & arg, ugan sgHifdd TaRar el — RTS,S — 2021 37|

It offered about 55% protection in the first year, but efficacy waned by 18 months,
requiring a fourth booster dose.

3 Uga o H THTHIT 55% R <), Afdh 18 HEHT § UHTE1REr ge 18, e
Y gFeX SIF ! ATl Ul |

The R21/Matrix-M vaccine, developed by Oxford and the Serum Institute, showed
up to 77% efficacy in Phase 3 trials, winning WHO approval in 2023.

SATFABIS Gﬁ??ﬂwwmﬁmﬁ R21/Matrix-M dRi o Phase 3 URI&0T
H 77% % WHTGHTIRGT f3Ts 3R 2023 H WHO @Y Hefdt Ured 1 |

Fewer doses, low cost, and Indian production make it especially promising.

FH ISP, FH AN, 3R YRR ScTe S8 RN T4 J TS 1d © |

Still, both vaccines target only one stage of the parasite, leaving reinfection and
transmission a lingering threat.

R off, T €1 FHad Wit & TP TRUT DI Afdd Hd §, o Y- HpHUT 3R
TR U ST} e’ 59 e &

Instead of targeting a single protein, like in RTS,S and R21, whole-parasite vaccines
expose the immune system to the entire malaria parasite — alive, but weakened.

RTS,S 3R R21 &1 IRE U U &) Afdid - Bl §oird, q;oquﬁaﬁ'c‘l%q’\fnﬁﬁm
WRoldt B — Sifad AfeT FHwR — ufaRe ol & I @ B

The experimental PfSPZ vaccine mimics natural infection using radiation-
weakened P. falciparum sporozoite, delivered directly into the bloodstream.
TN PFSPZ dRIH UIHAd GhHUI &I A6 d ol ¢ 3R fafezor S suwk feu
¥ P. falciparum Wﬁﬂﬁh’{dﬁ@ﬁﬁmﬁuﬁwm%l

Early studies showed that 96% of participants developed strong antibodies, with
up to 79% protection after the third dose.

RS Sieqg-! o Udl 9l [ 96% Ufa il # Aeigg télars iy fawfia g3, ok
T RIS & 491G 79% dP GR&IT et |

Building on that foundation, a modified version called PfSPZ-LARC2, developed by
Sanaria, may push efficacy even further.

I STYR W, Sanaria GRT AR AT LBV PFSPZ-LARC2 THTIHTRET I
3R 9T APHaT 3|

The simplicity of a one-dose regimen, despite the intravenous requirement, could
make it a strong candidate for targeted use in outbreak zones or among hard-to-
reach migrant populations in India.
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TP R DI IRaAdT, Ul o1 3ia:RRT Srazaswar g1, S YRd 3 Wiy &= a1
RISl WAt TaTd} H wiférd SUART & fiT e Heigd SRilGaR 1 I 8|
Unlike vaccines that target the parasite’s earlier stage, PFRH5 acts during the blood
stage, when symptoms appear and the risk of severe illness increases.

Sl &b TR &b URMNe TRUT 1 Afeid B ©, S [AURTd, PFRH5 T&dT IRUT H STA
FAT §, 5Id AT UHC Bid & IR THR TR 371 e 9¢ @ 3|

Since RH5 is a vital protein for red blood cell invasion that the parasite can't easily
alter, it offers cross-strain protection — a rare asset in malaria vaccine design.

FifH RH5 AT Yo HIRBT3HT IR ATHAY F oW Srazges Widi= ¢ o wohdt
3T ¥ e S Ao, T8 fafie yeRY & e qrem a1 g — S aafkar dRfi+
feome & gefu faRivan 5

Phase 1a/b and Phase 2b trials in the U.K., The Gambia, and Burkina Faso have
shown promising outcomes.

U.K., v eﬁ-\rgﬁ»——nuﬂ‘rﬁmw Phase 1a/b 3R Phase 2b uﬁ&mﬁ'#
Suftese ufvom fem &

These vaccines could complement earlier-stage ones and may help boost natural
immunity in people who've previously had malaria.

3 AP URFUS TR0 & AP B WP R Thd ¢ SR gd § Aafvar A wwidra a &
WP fa® laReT &t g™ T IgH® gl 9dhd o |

Transmission-blocking vaccines

TP HUI-ARYP b

While the above vaccines aim at protecting individuals, transmission-blocking
vaccines (TBVs) target the parasite in the mosquito — halting its spread at the
population level.

STafh TR §dTE U Soh Gl o1 GRET & oY &, HehHUl-3aRIU® <1 (TBVs)
gﬁﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬁa@aaﬂﬁ%—mﬁmwwww TRIR XTehT ST

I

Pfs230D1 induces antibodies that prevent parasite fertilisation within the
mosquito gut.

Pfs230D1 U8 UCISIS! I Rl & Off HedR B 3id § TReiid! & e oY APd ¢ |
In Mali, it reduced transmission by 78% in a Phase 2 trial.

HTell H, Th TRUT-2 URIEI0T H ST 78% HhHUT Bl HH foba|

This strategy is especially relevant to India with a far higher proportion of
asymptomatic carriers.

g JUMHITT YR & T faRly & U Q URifiies ¢ g1 o1 d1&ior aret argel ot I
e 3ifie B

“Our group and others in India are actively working on TBVs to address this
reservoir,” said Agam P. Singh, scientist at the National Institute of Inmunology,
New Delhi.

"SR ¢ 3R YR & 30 d31P TBVs TR Wichd T I HTH PR I3 & dlidh 39
frerafar o1 i fevar o Fe, 76 B & 3rTH Ut Rig 1, o wfia ufavean fagm
WM, 7 e 7 99 &

India, too, is entering the TBV space with its own candidates.

HRA 1l 3fd 307 W & ITHIGART & 1Y TBV &F H U R @1 5

In July 2025, AdFalciVax was announced by the Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR), the country’s first indigenous dual-stage malaria vaccine.
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aTs 2025 H, HRAH YT UR¥gE (ICMR) 7 AdFalciVax &1 GiooT
@1, S <=1 T gl weil awﬂunﬁﬁmzﬂm%

Unlike single-phase vaccines, it combines pre-erythrocytic (PfCSP) and
transmission-blocking (Pfs230 and Pfs48/45) antigens to both prevent infection
and block mosquito transmission.

THd-TRNg Sl & fawdla, a8 gd-uhamgie® (PrCsP) SR TshHvI-SM@RIUS
(Pfs230 3MX Pfs48/45) UfToi Pl THTTHR HHHUT BI Ah+ 3R TSR HIRVT Bl
HTEH B BT HH Bl 5

“AdFalciVax has completed preclinical testing,” said Subhash Singh, who leads the
programme at ICMR-RMRC, Bhubaneswar.

" AdFalciVax 3 Td-erfre Tier g1 5 R & u‘gm%ﬁmﬁrgw o
ICMR-RMRC, Ya-%R B 39 HrIHH HT Adad PR B 8|

In mice, it triggered strong immune responses lasting over four months — roughly
equivalent to a decade in humans — and remained stable at room temperature for
nine months, potentially aiding rural deployment.

el B, 3O Toiga Ulare ufafhar 309 &1 off IR g ¥ $fid 999 9% o1 36!
— S IS W AU & I & SRI6R § — 3IR I8 HHY & 99 R A 7 aF
fRR g1, B urftor &1 § SR B GHIET g8t B

Progress is also visible beyond P. falciparum.

P. BTCHURHA & 3raral Hi Tl < &1 et 381 &

A first-in-human trial in Thailand showed that the P. vivax TBV Pvs230D1M
reduced mosquito transmission by up to 96%, another ray of light for India’s
mixed-species numbers.

YIEds ¥ foby U U AIHG-9yH Tdieror & g8 g T fos . fadeRT TBV
Pvs230D1M A AR ARV D1 96% I Ul fad, Sl HRa # firféra wemforat 1 Rufa
& 1T T SR 3 o} fmor B
India, too, is not far behind.
HRd i 0% 751 3
"A similar research programme for P. vivax is underway, in collaboration with
AdFaIcNax co-inventors Sanghamitra Pati and Sushil Singh,” said Dr. Singh.
p. fade & o0 Uo SHH SrIde™ SRihH 99 61 &, S AdFalciVax & T8-
ﬁﬁrﬁwwﬁmuﬂﬁg&ﬂa%%m&ﬁwmww% Ug HEI g SI.
Eall

Boosting Immune Power

ufaRe xfad & FeTT

Strengthening the immune response itself is another active front.

ad ufave ufaferar &1 Aoigd 1 Us 3R Afohg Al B

A recent protein-based vaccine combined a ferritin nanoparticle with CpG — a
type of adjuvant, or immune booster already used in hepatitis B vaccines — and
cut liver-stage parasite burden by 95% in mice.

B9 81 & Te Widi-3nuid fdp 3 BRfeq A®ur & cpG & Ty ST — Sl T
TSR 1 TSTde a1 UiaRelT g3 ¢, S ugd & guersfew &t Sl & Iuan fasar s
BT € — 3R 3T gl ¥ TP d-aRuI WReildt YR Bl 95% ad uel faa|

AdFalciVax showed over 90% protection in mice even with alum, a mild and widely
used adjuvant.
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AdFalciVax 3 g1 # 90% ¥ 31T & fawrs, vl 81 98 Tad oY §eob SIR oIUD
U 391 fhU 9 arel Te9de & 91y faar T gl |

“We saw protection on a par with more inflammatory adjuvants such as MPLA (a
stronger adjuvant),” said Dr. Singh. "Whether this holds in humans remains to be
seen.”

" U8 JR&T MPLA (TH 3ifte ifai=iell Tegde) S 3ifid JoTeR® Tsqded
gwﬁwﬂ Ig el | 1. Rig &1 o1 g8 wget o off T & 9, U8 e aen
1"
Scientists are also testing newer vaccine platforms such as mRNA, which allow
vaccines to be made faster and tweaked more easily than protein-based ones.

I® mRNA St 715 EpT aab=iTp! o1 u1aon 1t F 33 &, o il &f deft &
AT ST YH 1 § 3R WEH-3mera Hdl &t a1 & S | Sar off 9o g
In 2025, researchers at CureVac and the U.S. National Institute of Health (NIH)
encoded the Pfs25 antigen — targeting the parasite’s sexual stage — into an
mRNA-lipid nanoparticle.

2025 ¥, CureVac 3R 3R} IFTT TR TRIT (NIH) & MyDdisd - Pfs25
Wmﬁuﬁﬂ%ﬁﬂwﬁﬁmm% ! mRNA-fifUs Ao 4
TpTs foba|

They observed complete transmission blockage in mice, with antibodies lasting
over six months from just two doses.

I el ® quf YeRoT 3@y 34T, W81 Had af WRIP! I B8 HeH A St g
EAUGEISICEIRE]

However, not all mMRNA-based vaccine efforts are moving ahead smoothly.

BTaifep, Gt mRNA-STUTRE ST TR JaTe ¥ ¥ 31 78] 9¢ 8 &

In early 2025, BioNTech’s Phase I/lla trial for its blood-stage mRNA vaccine
candidate BNT165e was placed on clinical hold by the U.S. FDA.

2025 Bt Y[FAT T, BioNTech & SAS-I¢S mRNA E1dT SHHIGAR BNT165¢ o TRUT
I/11la T&0T 1 AR FDA gR1 fRafed gies W @ m|

While the company did not disclose the reason, it noted that discussions with
regulators are ongoing.

HUA A U G BRI Tl 9T 8, | 39 I8 el (o [a-ramaest & a1y a4t S 81
The pause highlights the hurdles of translating mRNA platforms into malaria
vaccines.

I8 Ab mRNA TH-1o] HI AARAT &Pl § e 1 FPIae] $I IONR Bl g
“mRNA and nanoparticle platforms can certainly be explored — alone or in
combination,” said Pawan Malhotra, emeritus scientist at ICGEB, New Delhi.

"mRNA 3R AH 0T AH-h] BT FRIGT SET-SMCRT a1 Ao H TR1ef0 fooam i
Fohdl 2" I8 Hel § ICGEB, T3 faweh & ay ax1fe uad gegi &1

“But it's hard to predict what will work. Plasmodium is complex, unlike bacteria or
viruses.”

IR Y el B ¢ [ 1 B S| WRAISTH T wifed Weild! 8, saeivar ar
qRIRY B! RE ol 1"

Beyond boosting the strength of the immune response, scientists are also exploring
how to improve its aim — modifying malaria antigens to help the body recognise
the parasite more efficiently.

gferen ufafsar & ared 9gM & 3farar, a9 a8 ) Wit 38 § fob 39 dgar |96y
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Y TN SY — HARAT AfaeT=l &1 IS IR IRR B TRoi1d! o S HRrear &
gdA H Had B

A new experimental vaccine links PFCSP — a surface protein from the malaria
parasite — to MIP3a, a molecule that acts like a flare to draw in immune cells.

TS =TI TRIEUTHSD 1T PFCSP — Sl AT URGidl b1 Ads! W § — $I MIP3a
Y SISl &, Ol Tob U1 U] B Sl UFaR & SBT3 DY Srepftia S arett A=+ 31
RE B AT &

In mice, it triggered stronger antibody and T cell responses than standard mRNA
vaccines, reducing liver-stage infection by up to 88%.

eI § S I mRNA ! &t g1 § it avigg gdiarist ok &-3a
wfafspant Iaa &f, 3R TP d-TRUT WHHYT P 88% dF Hel f3aT|

It hasn’t yet been tested in humans, but it shows how tweaking the immune
response could push malaria vaccines past current limits.

39 ot mrgeat & udteror TEY fosan T §, Afo I faaran © 1% wfeme wfafsar o
Fead 9 Haldr bl o ada SHr3t J S o ST S 9ohdl g

Beyond Vaccines

Aol ¥ omt o Yurifaat

Beyond vaccines, researchers are exploring how malaria hides from our immune
system.

APl A W, Mywal ag off IS 3B ¢ fob Aaiar guR ufaven oF 9 $9 guar 3|

P. falciparum uses RIFIN proteins to bind to immune 'off switches' like the LILRB1
receptor, shutting down immune cells.

P. BTCHTURH RIFIN WA BT IUT1T 3R LILRB1 RALR S UfeRad yomeht & dg
h‘ﬂ@ft@m% o ufaRem P §e 8 S B
It is a tactic that helps the parasite hide in plain sight.
TE U UM & O wRofidt Ir= g1 g¢ off fyur Igar 21
A new study describes an experimental, engineered antibody, D1D2.v-lgG, designed
to block this interaction.

TS U 39 H Uh YR D, SFerd Tiaiat D1D2.v-1gG HT JuH far T g,
S8 59 TR b1 1 Sra¥e B o for fSwirgH febar man &1

Built from a segment of the LILRB1 receptor, the antibody binds to RIFIN 110
times more strongly than the natural version — outcompeting the parasite at its
own game.

78 UdtETe! LILRB1 RALR & T TR A 51 718 § 3R T8 RIFIN | UTPHae JTheur
g?ﬁagmﬁnowammﬁgs?ﬁ%—wuwﬁﬁﬁmﬁ@aﬁm
|

By blocking this interference, it freed the body’s LILRB1 to function normally,
restoring immune attack in lab tests.

39 AU $I A IR, 3T LILRB1 BT Taai foba IR yranT=iran uteron ® wforem
AT DI IH: R0 foba

Though still untested in animals, the approach could one day support new malaria
therapies or enhance vaccine responses.

gTefifes g ot aggai TR Uiaror T8 gaiT ¢, WR Ig et uiaw H 1S waifvar
fferear o1 et ufafharsit w1 weogg B ¥ Ye0® & godr gl
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Gene Drives Against Mosquito Vectors

HY

DI & [Avs o g18d

While engineered antibodies attack the parasite, CRISPR-based gene drives go
after its vector.

wgl Sefferar TdaTels woid! IR gHel Bl 8, a8 CRISPR-MUTRG SfiF g18a
TP ATED B! (AT SN B |

These tools insert fertility-disrupting genes into mosquitoes.

A AP HeaR! B YOI+ T i ST B aTdt S ST g

In a landmark study, this approach wiped out entire Anopheles gambiae colonies
within a year — with no resistance detected.

T VTS 31899 H, 39 Uid - U a4 & v Imuf Anopheles gambiae

IufAN Y GHIE R a1 — iR HIs ufaRiy &Y T@T T4

But evolution rarely plays along. In the wild, mosquitoes might adapt, ecosystems

could shift, and once released, gene drives can’t be recalled.

Af famT SHR ATy &1 T SHTA § AR Sg@e $% Idhd o, uTRfeufas o

A 9Pd &, 3R TP IR BIS oH & dI¢ oI T34 19T Tl dl ol bl |

The idea of eradicating a species raises thorny ethical and ecological questions.

%%eﬁumﬁaﬁmmﬁwﬁw%ﬁﬁaﬁ?m%ﬁrﬁwaﬁﬁwﬁ
I

So, researchers are exploring subtler strategies.

T, 3e Gea Yo & G I R B

One 2025 study edited a single letter in the FREP1 gene, blocking the malaria

parasite from developing inside the mosquito.

Teh 2025 & HATF H FREP1 19 & U 31&R ! Hutiad fobam T, fored) Haifean
URofdl AR & SieR fasfRd =181 81 a1

With a gene drive, this parasite-blocking trait spread to over 90% of lab
mosquitoes in ten generations — without harming their fertility or survival.

S 159 & 1Y, g URSIAl-3aR I 0T o Wifeal ¥ 90% & 3iftre wam=mar
HBRI H tel 7T — fO1 I7eb! Wei1+1 &t AT Sita 1 wvifad fau|

But the parasite remains under pressure to evolve around the block, and infected
mosquitoes still live long enough to potentially transmit malaria if the trait
doesn't saturate the population.

TR RO R 39 3aRY & IR 3R fAHRIT 11 P71 ga1d 5771 381 8, 3R Jhid
TR 3t oft 3 vid I do Wifaa ed @ [P ot U @ smerdl H A Al g
AR el ghd & |

Another team took a different route — engineering mosquitoes to die sooner only
when infected.

Teh 3 SHH = 31eMT T ST — HeBR] P had HHHUT & TG Sea 991 & g
f&wmg foam

By disabling an immune gene, they created a self-limiting feedback loop: the more
malaria spreads, the more it kills its own carriers.

TS iR S &1 RSy o) 3517 te wa-3difta ufaferar gaar ss: fora
3 AT e, ST 81 31w U U= aIg| I ARAT 2
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Challenges and the path ahead

AT 3R 3R &7 IRl

India aims at eliminating malaria by 2030.

YRd PT T&T 2030 Tb HARYT BT IHAT BT ¢ |

It's an ambitious plan — but one that hinges on precision and persistence.

Ig U HE@TDial AT § — i I8 Aetdhdl 3R ggal IR MR Xl &

“"P. cynomolgi — a monkey malaria species — is the best model for P. vivax
research,” said Dr. Malhotra.

SI. Heg A1 A H8l, “P. cynomolgi — TH §&=1 H UTAT ST+ 9Tl AT UHR — P.
vivax SIEYT & T 9ad o1 Alsd g 1"

“We were developing it 20 years ago with the Central Drug Research Institute
(CDRI), but strict monkey access laws and lack of scientific foresight stalled it.”
"SH 3 20 T Ugd Bty Y ST IR (CDRI) & 1Y fawRyd v 37 3,
Al P dex IUART sl 3R dgni—e ef¥@ior o1 Bt A 30 A fean)”

Despite these challenges in vivax research, efforts to develop a vaccine are gaining
ground.

Vivax U™ 8 39 Al & S1dulg, ST [aBRid d3- & T Wfd $R 3@ ¢ |
Both Dr. Subhash Singh at ICMR and Dr. Agam P. Singh at NIl confirm that P. vivax
vaccine candidates are under active development.

ICMR & 3T, gHTY Rig iR NIl & ST, 3A . Rig a1 A gf &1 g i P. vivax aRfiA

Sufieart &1 9ftrd FU ¥ faem 8 3T 3

But even the most innovative science needs systems to carry it forward.

;%ﬂa@rmﬁsrﬁﬁmﬁ&nﬁaaﬁr%mgﬁﬁﬁamﬁﬁﬁ&mwﬁ
I

"We need a COVID-style push,” said Dr. Malhotra.

ST, g - $gl, “BH COVID Sidt et | Ugd &1 SISl g l”

The science is advancing — but it needs infrastructure and political will to match.

fa S 9 6T € — Qfde 3T A1y AT g iR Ieifae swomifa

Bl

Dr. Singh echoes the sentiment. “We are now concentrating on translating

AdFalciVax's promising preclinical results into trials.

g, Rig 7+t ggHfd Sdrz | 89 3fd AdFalciVax 3 Wifeafed SeRe® aRomd o
Td H Saq IR & higd HIIQ 81"

Successful deployment however, will require good results over multiple stages of
trials as well as regulatory approvals, likely taking at least 7-8 years.”

T IGANT & ol g TRON | S TRteror afRumat 3iR e srgHiel &t
Sfagendl giT, fored &1 4 1 7-8 T8 A7 Thd g 1"

In addition, strong coordination between regulators, industry, and researchers is
needed.

g% Jfamar, fAamet, 3T ol Muwatsl & S aeqy TH-ag & sragwar gl
The ICMR has already floated an Expression of Interest seeking industrial partners
to co-develop the vaccine.

ICMRﬁW@WW%WGW%WW%@@W (Expression
of Interest) SIRT fopar %I

“Challenges that need to be addressed include producing GMP-grade components,
developing immune biomarkers, and benchmarking efficacy against RTS,S and
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R21,” added Dr. Singh.

&1 Rig 3 o, “foF gl &1 INfd &A1 8, 3786 GMP-US Ued! &1 IdTeH, TR
TRATHR [THRIT HRAT 3R RTS,S TYUT R21 & TahTaal YHTaRAEdT 1 JaT 2Nd g1
“We definitely need vaccines, antibodies, new drugs — for both P. falciparum and
P. vivax,” said Dr. Malhotra.

3. TegT A Fel, g Ffdd ¥ @ dwfi=y, teidia ok 71 qargai — p.
falciparum 3R P. vivax Tl & ﬁﬂ EIT%EI"

“But that's not enough. Doctors need training, resistance must be tracked, and
vector control has to keep pace.”

Qb a1 HTH! T1 g1 STae) @) URRN&or <1 81, ufay 1 FART &7 gh,
3R A= fArg=ror ot Iy e =nfeu

It must be a full-spectrum battle — from the molecular level to the community
clinic.

Ig TP YUl TR B TSTS ST ARy — STUIfae TR A A AHee feafe
dob |

India’s malaria story is no longer one of uniform burden — it's a fight against
hidden reservoirs, remote geographies, and a parasite that won’t quit.

YRA P} TARDT B HEF 31 Had THAH ag &1 761 ¢ — I8 o0 gu werl, g
&tt, 3R T FW 7 R A+ aral WRefdt & REa® ST o

With next-gen vaccines, homegrown innovation, and growing scientific
momentum, the cou ntry stands at a critical juncture.
ST Y Y e 3 e 1 3 S 221 e Pt s
RT3

Elimination by 2030 is not just a goal — it's a test of whether science, policy, and
public health can unite to defeat an ancient foe.

2030 TF I R TH A6 S} § — T8 T wdign & b fagm, =iy ok
HdSP TRA TH A1 THAHR 59 YT gRAT &1 531 9hdl 6|
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Soured relations

The higher U.S. tariffs place India

atarelative disadvantage
iGS II: Economy :

T hie 25% tariff “plus penalty”” on lmports of

Indian goods in the United States, an-

nounced by President Donald Trump,
should have come as no surprise to India. Mr.
Trump has, for a while now, been voicing his dis-
pleasure at India’s dealings with Russia, with re-
gard to energy dealings and military equipment.
He has also been quite vocal about India’s high ta-
riff and non-tariff barriers. These were the rea-
sons he cited in his announcement on Wednes-
day. Add to this these facts — first, U.S. Trade
Representative Jamieson Greer, as recently as
Monday, had said that a trade deal with India
needed “some more negotiations”, and second,
Indian Commerce Ministry officials had stopped
talking about a mini-deal for a while now. Thus,
the writing on the wall was pretty clear: a deal be-
fore August 1 was not in the offing. The only un-
certainty in this mix was the mercurial Trump,
but he has finally made his position clear. Howev-
er, while there was an expectation that a mini-
deal would not materialise, something does seem
to have shifted in India-U.S. relations. This is
showing up now in Mr. Trump’s language — as a
snide remark on Thursday about Pakistan selling
oil to India in the future, or he, even more recent-
ly, calling the Indian economy “dead”. Whether
this was him venting his frustration at not being
able to secure a deal with India — after calling
himself the “Dealmaker in Chief” — or whether
something else has triggered him is not clear yet.
The fact is that both sides have not budged from
their core policies. The U.S. wants India to reduce
its tariffs and provide market access across the
board and India has held firm about ring-fencing
agriculture and dairy.

All of this makes negotiating a potential bilater-
al trade agreement (BTA) that much more compli-
cated. Where government officials have constant-
ly changed deadlines for a mini-deal, they have
been remarkably consistent about meeting the
Fall deadline for the BTA. But now Mr. Trump has
linked India’s dealings with Russia to India’s trade
relations with the U.S. Who India does business
with is a sovereign matter, and the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry rightfully reiterated its
commitment to securing India’s national interest.
On the other hand, the U.S. accounts for around a
fifth of India’s exports. The 25% tariffs plus a yet-
unknown penalty places India at a relative disad-
vantage when compared to competitors such as
South Korea, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philip-
pines and Vietnam. Trade associations represent-
ing several sectors have already voiced their con-
cern. Indian negotiators will have to work doubly
hard to conclude an acceptable deal.

Trump, but he has finally made his position clear.

Soured relations

foire gu Hdy

. The higher U.S. tariffs place India at a relative
disadvantage

SADT GRT AT T 3P Y& (tariffs)  HRU YR DI
Jres U J Jha H 1 T ]|

Soured relations — Trump Tariffs and India

TS gU HaY - §U gRT &ITE T 2R 3R HURd

. The 25% tariff “plus penalty” on imports of Indian
goods in the United States, announced by President Donald
Trump, should have come as no surprise to India.

PUfd SHITS ¢U gRT HRAY T¥G3M & 3MMATd IR 9Iid 25%
?ﬁhﬁ? wﬂqﬁﬂ W%%ﬂanaﬁﬁaﬁq'eﬂa:ﬁm%q
|

. Mr. Trump has, for a while now, been voicing his
displeasure at India’s dealings with Russia, with regard to
energy dealings and military equipment.

i U $ THT J YR & = & 1Y Sl 3R AT IUDON
¥ efrd Wl B dHx U SRIGY I B W@

. He has also been quite vocal about India’s high tariff
and non-tariff barriers.

3IBi- URA &1 3& ¢ 3R TR-¢Nw arerai | +ft gaax
STAET &1 5|

. These were the reasons he cited in his announcement
on Wednesday.

I 34 FYAR & IO § g1 HRUT Jamd |

. Add to this these facts — first, U.S. Trade
Representative Jamieson Greer, as recently as Monday, had
said that a trade deal with India needed “some more
negotiations”, and second, Indian Commerce Ministry
officials had stopped talking about a mini-deal for a while
now.

SOP TTY e — Ugdl, 4., 38 Ruelefed wftrms dk A g
2 ¥ HIHaR &) el U1 [ HRd S WY SAUR I F
2} 3T ATt &) TR g, 3R G, YR & aATforey
Tm%arﬁlmwwﬁﬁm—:ﬂﬁaﬁﬂdamﬂ%
I
. Thus, the writing on the wall was pretty clear: a deal
before August 1 was not in the offing.

W%waﬁﬁ%ﬂﬁﬂmﬁqﬁﬁﬁé@ﬁﬁﬂﬁ@ﬁ
areft ot

. The only uncertainty in this mix was the mercurial
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39 fufa o Faa fHif¥aar &1 Rl & uRad-ig WHIT a1 ¢u, Afe 3 I
3T T Y IR e g

However, while there was an expectation that a mini-deal would not materialise,
something does seem to have shifted in India-U.S. relations.

geTifch, T ol 3rOférd ot b fireft-Ster =18 g, difst T onrent & b wiRa-smfket
ot ¥ $© Igad ST gl

This is showing up now in Mr. Trump’s language — as a snide remark on Thursday
about Pakistan selling oil to India in the future, or he, even more recently, calling
the Indian economy “dead”.

g 3fd &t U B HTHT T foxd 38T § — AR 1 URd S Uifehar gRT yidwr & aa
91 R TH a1 H fewgolt, a1 g1a &1 F URA 31 srdferaat Y “ga- we|

Whether this was him venting his frustration at not being able to secure a deal with
India — after calling himself the “Dealmaker in Chief” — or whether something else
has triggered him is not clear yet.

Tg ot Ty 1Y B % a8 yRd & A1y S A1 81 uH &1 FARmRm ot — Sefe 354 gg
B! “SaHBT 39 NG~ HET YT — T Hls 3 §1d I IPATI8I 8

The fact is that both sides have not budged from their core policies.

T 98 ¢ [ aiHl el 3 3ot g -ifadl @ #is gwsiar ¢! fear g |

The U.S. wants India to reduce its tariffs and provide market access across the
board and India has held firm about ring-fencing agriculture and dairy.

3T AT8dT B {6 YR 3= 2NE HH HY 3R JHY IR | g Ft rqHfd S,
Saf URd 3 P 3R 3T HF WRfda 1@ W AR fear g

All of this makes negotiating a potential bilateral trade agreement (BTA) that much
more complicated.

3 Y9d HRUI U YHIfId fguafia saraR J@eid (BTA) R STagid HRAm 3R ot
sifed 8 T B

Where government officials have constantly changed deadlines for a mini-deal, they

have been remarkably consistent about meeting the Fall deadline for the BTA.

g1 BN SRl A - Sa &t Twef|ng sR-aR geeft € 981 3 BTA & R

IRE B Pt JHIHHT F! AHR AR Ufaas B 8 |

But now Mr. Trump has linked India’s dealings with Russia to India’s trade

relations with the U.S.

@mgﬁwﬁm%wﬁwﬁwmﬁm%mﬂwwﬁﬁ
I

Who India does business with is a sovereign matter, and the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry rightfully reiterated its commitment to securing India’s national
interest.

YR frdop 1Y AR BT g, T8 Th auy vl g, 3R a1fored wa I dameg
YR & g et @Y e & Ui oo wfiraesta dievTs R

On the other hand, the U.S. accounts for around a fifth of India’s exports.

SR 3R, YRd & Frata &1 W ue-uraai e smfvet & S g

The 25% tariffs plus a yet-unknown penalty places India at a relative disadvantage
when compared to competitors such as South Korea, Indonesia, Malaysia, the
Philippines and Vietnam.

25% P 3R T 3t ST U & HRU YR H1 gferor HifRar, s,
n%ﬁ%rcn freiidiv SR faga=m 2 uforufefal ot gan & saeR fRufa & @ fear
TR
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e Trade associations representing several sectors have already voiced their concern.
% &A1 BT U@ S 9T AR HYi - Ugdl of 39+t fidT sgad #R & 5

¢ Indian negotiators will have to work doubly hard to conclude an acceptable deal.

YR ardipRI B! b Wer e d Tgad & o S Agad e g

Why the world needs better green technologie

As nations grapple with land constraints, geopolitical conflicts, rising carbon dioxide levels, and the urgency of energy self-sufficiency, the imperative grows not just to deploy

FULL CONTEXT

Chinnakonda S. Gopinath

s the global demand for
sustainable energy soars and
countries strive to meet climate

commitments, silicon
photovoltaics have emerged as the most
widely adopted solution, transforming
landscapes from urban rooftops to
sprawling rural installations. Yet as the
energy transition accelerates, a critical
question surfaces: are conventional
silicon panels, despite their proven track
record, truly the most effective path
forward, or is it time to embrace

higher efficiencies and lower
environmental footprints?

The landscape is further complicated
by new demands such as the widespread
production of green hydrogen, touted as a
key enabler of deep decarbonisation.
Today’s solar panel technologies not only
affect the quantity of clean electricity
generated bu! dlrecdy shape the po(enual
and credib
like green hydrogen, green ammonia, and
green methanol. As nations grapple with
land constraints, rising carbon dioxide
levels, and the urgency of energy
self-sufficiency, the imperative grows not
just to deploy more renewables but to
invest in smarter, more efficient, and
more diverse energy innovation.

Silicon photovoltaics

The widely used solar panels, or silicon
photovoltaics, were originally invented by
researchers at Bell Laboratories in the
U.S. in 1954 and first deployed on
satellites so they could generate power in
space. From there, they slowly entered
other industries over time until, in the last
few decades, their adoption exploded
worldwide.

Current solar panels generally have a
reported efficiency of around 18-21% and
an in-field efficiency of 15-18%. In the last
15 years or so, around 80% of the supply
of solar panels has been from China. In
India, the production of silicon solar cells
has reached around 6 GW and is expected
to increase further in the coming years.

At this juncture, as the world prepares
to invest more in solar power even as the
ability to harness it has become a strategic
ability, an important question has arisen:
should we continue to adopt silicon solar
panels even though superior, more
efficient technologies have become
available?

The best research-based solar cell
efficiency chart has been regularly
updated from 1976 for a broad range of
photovoltaic technologies. There are
many, with the maximum efficiency of
around 47% being achieved by single
junction gallium arsenide thin-film
technology. Many of these photovoltaic
setups have already been demonstrated at
a high level and are ready to be
commercialised.

Because silicon solar panels’ efficiency
is below 18%, they need to have greater
area exposed to the sun than panels of
higher efficiency. When the efficiency
doubles, the required collection area

halves.

Land area is becoming a rarer
dity: countries are urbanisi
rapldly even as increasing environmental
driven by the p of

climate mitigation, render green spaces
too valuable to be diverted for solar
power plants.

Silicon photovoltaics are also slow
runners in the world’s race to catch up
with its own growing energy demand.

more renewable fuels but to invest in smarter, more efficient, and more diverse energy innovation

‘While 4.45 TWh of renewable energy
generation capacity had been installed
until the end of 2024, the CO2
concentration in the atmosphere has
continued to increase — from 350 ppm in
1990 to around 425 ppm in 2025 —
implying energy demand is only
increasing faster.

Costs of green hydrogen

The widespread adoption of silicon
photovoltaics also has implications for the
‘greenness’ of green hydrogen, among
other fuels. Hydrogen as a fuel can be
produced by using a large electric current
to break apart water molecules (H20). If
this current comes from a renewable
energy source, the resulting hydrogen is
called green hydrogen.

Green hydrogen is environment
friendly and doesn’t emit any greenhouse
gases when it is combusted. However, the
current electrolysis technologies available
consume more energy to produce green
hydrogen than its energy value in use.
The yet other costs hydrogen imposes
include that of its storage and
transportation, which are very difficult
because of the element’s extremely low
density, which causes it to leak easily.

ives, experts have p
mfusmg the green hydrogen i into
molecules like green ammonia (NH3) and
green methanol (CH30H), which are

easier to transport, before extracting the
green hydrogen at the destination.

However, using green hydrogen to
produce green ammonia or methanol by
conventional catalysis methods, followed
by stripping hydrogen out of those
molecules, also requires a significant
amount of energy.

Thus, at the first step itself - the act of
genemung renewable energy from SLhCOI'I

ics — thereis a p on

eﬁ'lcxency (that is, by not adopting more
efficient solar power technologies). And
in the subsequent steps, energy is
consumed for electrolysis, storage or
conversation, transport, and finally
utilisation. As a result, the greenness of
green hydrogen should not be taken at
face value.

CO2 recycling

One alternative is to produce green
methanol or ammonia directly from
water, sunlight, and carbon dioxide or
nitrogen, respectively. The plants in our
gardens are already doing this everyday in
a process called photosynthesis. Similarly,
some scientists are working on a process

Need for speed: A drone view of solar panels and the National Thermal Power Corporation power plant in Solapur, Maharashtra on March 2. REUTERS

come into view, it’s important to develop
and perfect diverse technologies, rather
than just a few, so that it has the best shot
of achieving carbon-neutral economies.

Europe is already working on
“‘Renewable Fuels of Non-Biological
Origin’, or RFNBO, which is the
production of fuels with renewable
energy and resources and without
biomass. India should also work on such
futuristic solutions to become energy
independent, from its current position of
importing nearly 85% of different forms of
energy resources (including oil, coal, and
natural gas) from other countries.

As geopolitical conflicts proliferate and
the supply of energy is increasingly
disrupted, achieving energy
self-sufficiency is paramount. As such the
Government of India should consider
spending more on research, innovation,
and technology development with help
from the private sector.

Prevention is better than cure.

ding 21 crore on pi
today will save us from having to spend
several crore in the future on damage
control. Whlle green hydrogen and silicon
the

called artificial is, or APS.
Currently, while APS technologies are
restricted to the lab bench, some bright
spots indicate they have a promising
future.

As the world’s various net-zero targets

s are good tec
world already needs better, that is, more
efficient, more practicable, more
economic, and more diverse solutions.
Chinnakonda S. Gopinath is visiting
professor, IIT Palakkad.

Why the world needs better green technologies

THE GIST

v

The widely used solar panels,
or silicon photovoltaics, were
originally invented by
researchers at Bell
Laboratories in the U.S.in
1954.

v

The widespread adoption of
silicon photovoltaics also has
implications for the ‘greenness’
of green hydrogen, among
other fuels.

v

Europe is already working on
‘Renewable Fuels of
Non-Biological Origin’, or
RFNBO, which is the
production of fuels with
renewable energy and
resources and without
biomass.

Page69

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Email Id

Contact Number

Website :

nfo@patrioticias.in
9971932488
patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

ST &1 dgar e wenfifeal 3t smazasar w1 82

Silicon Photovoltaics and the Future of Solar Energy

faferei wicaifeead iR WR ol &1 ufdw

As the global demand for sustainable energy soars and countries strive to meet
climate commitments, silicon photovoltaics have emerged as the most widely
adopted solution, transforming landscapes from urban rooftops to sprawling rural
installations.

S-S A Selt 31 AfYF | ¢ 361 7 SR o¥ Taarg Ufaasarsit 1 g s
T JI R 33 &, R Biciaifeead Jod STu® U | SO-1IT 7T FHTYTH
TP IR &, e Wedt Tal I AR ot gu Iy ufag= oo uRewa & sea
fean g1

Yet as the energy transition accelerates, a critical question surfaces: are
conventional silicon panels, despite their proven track record, truly the most
effective path forward, or is it time to embrace next-generation technologies
promising higher efficiencies and lower environmental footprints?

dfe SR1-oI el URad a9 81 %81 8, U He@yul U8 JIFH STdT 8: ] URURS
Rafereia U, 399 Rig ¢ RIS & STav[e, aRaa & Tay gHTdT IR 8, a1 SpTeft
T St a1l B T BT T 3T 77 € o S &l 3R HH YAy yuTa
P aTal Bl 37

The landscape is further complicated by new demands such as the widespread
production of green hydrogen, touted as a key enabler of deep decarbonisation.
Ig Uikexy 3R wifed 8l a1 § 718 1l §, S & W g1g 8o &1 Jamue Sdred, v
g1 SIPTaTSIRM HT Th YR8T RS HIH1 of 36T 5 |

Today's solar panel technologies not only affect the quantity of clean electricity
generated but directly shape the potential and credibility of downstream solutions
like green hydrogen, green ammonia, and green methanol.

3116 1 AR U dPp1b 7 hacl W= fasrelt St 711 1 yHifdd el 8, sfess A=
gTgSio, W smifan, ok W Wid-Te St Jmrem yonfer &) |FHTaAT 3
faya=igar &1 @ gyifad s &

As nations grapple with land constraints, rising carbon dioxide levels, and the
urgency of energy self-sufficiency, the imperative grows not just to deploy more
renewables but to invest in smarter, more efficient, and more diverse energy
innovation.

SI-OR T Yfly Y FHY, Tgd BT STFATRISS TR, 3R St Srerafaiar &
AT dl T 9 3R §, Pad AP TIHUNG FHelt a1 BT &1 g1, Sfeth WIS,
3iftre pura 3R fafay et FamrR & o & sifad @ T gl

Silicon photovoltaics

IGIGEAERAECH L]

The widely used solar panels, or silicon photovoltaics, were originally invented by
researchers at Bell Laboratories in the U.S. in 1954 and first deployed on satellites
so they could generate power in space.

NS ¥ F ITANT fHT R a1t 4R A9d, a1 Riferepi- wiekifeeay, 4d U 3
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1954 T 3MARDT & I YUNTRITET & Wehaiall gRT sfaspd fbT T & 3R Uga
ITIEI IR IuANT fhu U § a1fes 3 Sfdf¥er H§ ol SUd R I |

From there, they slowly entered other industries over time until, in the last few
decades, their adoption exploded worldwide.

J51 ¥, 9 #R-eR 3= I F o= a3 T, 919 b [ (IS $© D! H IADI
IR o STUe FU | IuhT TR 51 T

Current solar panels generally have a reported efficiency of around 18-21% and an
in-field efficiency of 15-18%.

A R O 31 RUIC 3T 775 G&IaT THT 18-21% Bi § SR HeM § aRafd®
T&ITT TRTHT 15-18% Bici o

In the last 15 years or so, around 80% of the supply of solar panels has been from
China.

fIsd 15 aul & TTHT 80% R UTa & SMyfd 9191 9 g3 ¢

In India, the production of silicon solar cells has reached around 6 GW and is
expected to increase further in the coming years.

YR ¥, fafereta "R Sifre1si &1 316 T 6 HTaTe 0% Ugd T 6 3R
37 9Tt AN B 3P 3R ge BT IEE B

At this juncture, as the world prepares to invest more in solar power even as the
ability to harness it has become a strategic ability, an important question has arisen:
should we continue to adopt silicon solar panels even though superior, more
efficient technologies have become available?

9 JHY, 39 g1 AR el & R it a1 A 1 JuR) R I 8, 4ol 8 g
SUART & A1 $T T0Ffe & §9 991 &, U Hedyul Uy 361 o: o1 g4 Riferai=
TR Al B SOHT IR} @1 6T, Safds dgax MR s $Ra ab-i1db Ugad 3
U 7

The best research-based solar cell efficiency chart has been regularly updated since
1976 for a broad range of photovoltaic technologies.

1976 T 3F I WMY-ATUTRT TR A g&rar a1 o1 AT wiekfes aelial &
fore Frafia U @ euge fooar SdT BT 8|

There are many, with the maximum efficiency of around 47% being achieved by
single-junction gallium arsenide thin-film technology.

P diich &, FOITH I SfIBaw T&IaT TIHT 47% T RFTa-Siar Aferad
TS S fAF-fihew gt 9 T &5 8

Many of these photovoltaic setups have already been demonstrated at a high level
and are ready to be commercialised.

S Bicldifced da-id! & U B $I I WX U UehRid fGar o1 g1 ¢ 3k d
HTEARAHT & feTY IR B |

Because silicon solar panels’ efficiency is below 18%, they need to have greater
area exposed to the sun than panels of higher efficiency.

i Rifere T TR Uall Pt garr 18% | »H il B, 3afo 32 oifire g webr=r
& BT SIS BIcll §, S S GafdT ardt Il |

When the efficiency doubles, the required collection area halves.

OIS S&dT QI 81 Il ©, dl ATIRID TISUT & AT 81 ST ]

Land area is becoming a rarer commodity: countries are urbanising rapidly even
as increasing environmental consciousness, driven by the pressures of climate
mitigation, render green spaces too valuable to be diverted for soIargower plants.

YA &7 U gAY FHTL SaT o 36T 3; 39 doft A gdiepor 32 38 & e
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A $ &aal 9 URT gafaRufta SRrEwar g & SR ERA &1 B IR Hel uE
¥ fore ufvafda o1 aga wem wifad 81 w8

o Silicon photovoltaics are also slow runners in the world’s race to catch up with its
own growing energy demand.

Ruferei wieiafeead g1 & gedt Hul 7T & B &1 are J off it nfar @
3T §¢ B S|

Green Hydrogen and Energy Challenges

TR gIsSIoA SR St & qSt Aot

e While 4.45 TWh of renewable energy generation capacity had been installed
until the end of 2024, the CO2 concentration in the atmosphere has continued
to increase — from 350 ppm in 1990 to around 425 ppm in 2025 — implying
energy demand is only increasing faster.

Tl 2024 P 3Hd IF 4.45 TWh TAIHRUNT SHoll SATE & R Bt T bl
off, QfdrT aTaTeRYT o €02 BT AisdT Seail 6! — 1990 H 350 ppm I Tgdhx 2025 A
CIITHIT 425 ppm 81 TS — I8 Uohd ol ¢ [ Solt @1 T 3R maﬁﬂﬁaﬁ?ﬁal

www.patrioticias.in

Costs of green hydrogen

givd gIggie ot

e The widespread adoption of silicon photovoltaics also has implications for the
‘greenness’ of green hydrogen, among other fuels.
Raferi9 Wicovoltaics B 98 TR W ST HT YHTT B g B givadr
R W usar 8, 3= sU & 1Y |

o Hydrogen as a fuel can be produced by using a large electric current to break
apart water molecules (H20).
TSI &I U9 & ¥U F Ul & 3Av[3it (H20) Fi fIgyd yae I disHe sud
far 51 w@ar 71

e If this current comes from a renewable energy source, the resulting hydrogen is
called green hydrogen.
Hﬁﬂeﬁmmﬁwﬁnwﬁ@aﬁm% <l T gTggie ol gRd
TISS 1o HBT 1T 3

e Green hydrogen is environment friendly and doesn’t emit any greenhouse gases
when it is combusted.
R B35S o Taiavul 3gEd BT € 3R oie R g Fersd ¥ sfola I8!
Pl

¢  However, the current electrolysis technologies available consume more energy
to produce green hydrogen than its energy value in use.
ST, adaT & Iuasy a1 givd BTggIeT a1 # 39
IR St gea | i SHelt wd Rl 2

e The yet other costs hydrogen imposes include that of its storage and
transportation, which are very difficult because of the element’s extremely low
density, which causes it to leak easily.
TS IS B 31 ANTdl § SHS! GV 3R ufvag= ot znfirer €, < suat 9ga
FH U F PRUI BieA §id &, Forad a5 St & e avrar g1

e As alternatives, experts have proposed infusing the green hydrogen into
molecules like green ammonia (NH3) and green methanol (CH3OH), which are
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easier to transport, before extracting the green hydrogen at the destination.

e & wu o, fa=ivgl 3 g faan 8 7% sia srsgiom ot ugd W= smifem
(NH3) 3R I AYATe (CH30H) S 3rupait & firamar =g, =it uf¥ag & omam
3R 6 Tidar R sfa grggee MeTar sy

However, using green hydrogen to produce green ammonia or methanol by
conventional catalysis methods, followed by stripping hydrogen out of those
molecules, also requires a significant amount of energy.

BIdlifch, URURD IARD Al & R gTegor B SUTN DHXch Ui ST AT Ayl
AT 3R AR IR grg g fAdramn vt H1w! it o &t 7l wvar 7

Thus, at the first step itself — the act of generating renewable energy from silicon
photovoltaics — there is a compromise on efficiency (that is, by not adopting more
efficient solar power technologies).

U UHR, U5l aRU1 H g1 — I RIfeiahiA icovoltaics ¥ TAIARUNY 3ol Scd B
1 fopan & — &mraT & THNAI BI1 & (1T 3 THTT YR Holl db-ip! Bl Tl
ST ST |

And in the subsequent steps, energy is consumed for electrolysis, storage or
conversation, transport, and finally utilisation.

3R ST TRUN H, gATCI I, TUgUr a1 Uikac, UikaeH, 3R 3fdd: SuanT # +ff Soif
@1 JUd BIeht 5

As a result, the greenness of green hydrogen should not be taken at face value.

3o, R eT3sIoH &1 sRad &) Tde! U J &} ferar S =nfeu|

CO2 recycling

CO2 YTeh T

One alternative is to produce green methanol or ammonia directly from water,
sunlight, and carbon dioxide or nitrogen, respectively.

% fawey § I oa, G uemm, 3k FreA STEaifRigs a1 Argere 9 WY fiF
HYATE AT ST AR faar S

The plants in our gardens are already doing this everyday in a process called
photosynthesis.

AR Fifial § e} 9% BT Uga 9 Ui fa UHTRI URAWT (Photosynthesis) ATA UfshaT

& H1egT I X 3

Similarly, some scientists are working on a process called artificial photosynthesis, or

APS.

S TRE, P AP HHAH YD TAW (Artificial Photosynthesis — APS) TR BIH HR
&l

Currently, while APS technologies are restricted to the lab bench, some bright spots
indicate they have a promising future.

I H, APS Al 3t TaRIasit da Wi €, dfdh $© Ioad dabd sHD
Iwlad HA® Pt 3R SURT B &

As the world’s various net-zero targets come into view

-9 Ay ¥ A e g IR e

It's important to develop and perfect diverse technologies, rather than just a
few, so that it has the best shot of achieving carbon-neutral economies.

Fad $B dep-IPl R (AR 389 & oy, fafay aeiie! @1 faer sik uhwer
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I

Europe is already working on ‘Renewable Fuels of Non-Biological Origin’, or
RFNBO, which is the production of fuels with renewable energy and resources
and without biomass.

@U Tl?ﬁ 3 ﬁ ‘Renewable Fuels of Non-Biological Origin (FNBO)’ U} B B
&1 8, Wit Aol Suif oiR waret & fo arary & ol &1 Sdte 7
India should also work on such futuristic solutions to become energy independent,
from its current position of importing nearly 85% of different forms of energy
resources (including oil, coal, and natural gas) from other countries.

YRA Bl 1 39 UHR & Hidward] T IR HTH AT AT dlfch a8 Soll o & o
MAMLR 7 o, 1> I T & THIHT 85% Sl THTE (Gl o, HIIe, 3R
YT ) 3 =0 J 1Td vl ]

As geopolitical conflicts proliferate and the supply of energy is increasingly disrupted,
achieving energy self-sufficiency is paramount.

OISR RIS T 96 X6 & IR Sroll SHTYfcd H ST 3T IBT 8, Soll S -THRT
T AT S ST 6 |

As such the Government of India should consider spending more on research,
innovation, and technology development with help from the private sector.

MM, YR WBHR B! STIYH, IR, SR W) sy W st & & wgrad 3
31O @d B WR faaR H1 A1

Prevention is better than cure.

AR 3a F IER B

Spending %1 crore on preventing pollution today will save us from having to spend
several crore in the future on damage control.

TS UGHUT B b IR 31 RIS Wd B Y HAS T THaH &1 HRATS R s RIS
T P Y S99 g

While green hydrogen and silicon photovoltaics are good technologies, the world
already needs better, that is, more efficient, more practicable, more economic, and
more diverse solutions.

gTaTifer 8RR gT2gIo SR R Wicovoltaics 31T dabids &, Al gl &I Ugd
ﬁé@?éﬂéﬁﬂ,uﬁ&muw, 31 ATaRTRS, i T, SR ofde fafdy
HHTYTT |
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